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Belfast, 1037 


Contractors’ 


fact 
Controllers, Car, 567 
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Contracts OPEN—continued, 
elium, 100, 183, 22, ум 8, 
502 900 83, » 848, 390 
Bermondse Y. 390, 706, 906 
Bexley, 227, 768 
Birkenhead, 100 
Blackturn, 64 
Blackpool, 470, 506 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, 628 
Brierley Hill, 899 
Brighton, 149, 227, 430, 748 
risbane, 348, 390 
anterbury, 959 
Ceylon, 718 
Chorley, 665 
Colne, 64 
Crewe, 822 
Croydon, 390 
Cuba, 890, 4 
Dartford, 748 
Derby, 24 
Devon port, 628 
Dor hester, 3] 1,17 
Dublin, 718, 789 
Edinburgh, 149, 268 
Ennis corthy, 906 
Epsom, 748 
Erith, 906 
France, 24, 188, 227. 890, 470, 958, 969 
Germany, 227, 268, 789 
Glasgow, 706, 748 


G.W.K., 549, 748, 789 
e, 948 


Grimsby, 227, 268 
Guadeloupe, 24. 227, 268 
Hackney, 958 
Halifax, 183, 597 
amine rsmith, 24, 64 
Harrismith (O. R. C.), 52, 958 
aFrogate, 706 
Holland, 183, 2.7, 268, 990 
Hor: Sey, 718 
Hungary, 24. 227, 268 
Ipswich. 24, 811 


Isle of Thanet, 430 
Italy, 50?, 7 


- 


King's Norton, 502, 570 
Kirkcaldy, 130, 718 
4anark, 1037 
Launceston (Tas.), 24, 227, 268 
Leeds, 100, 227, 549 
Leek, 24 
London, 64, 150, 227, 208, 430, 5 19, 1t9 
822 
Maesteg, 748 
Manchester, 171, 706 
Merthyr Tydfil, 390 
Middlesbrough, 24, 789 


Newport Mon), F4, 789 

New South Wales, 24, 227, 968 
Northampton, 183, 227, 268 
N.E. Rai Way, 8.0 

Norwich. 24 

Oldham, 958 

Paris, 589 

Pietermaritzburg, 24, 268, 811 
Plymouth, TAS 

Pon typridd, 906 

Poplar, 24, 61 

Portu, al, 24, 127, 990, 589 
Prost, n, 64 

Radclifte, 311, 665 

Reigate, 300 

Roclidale, 100, 150, 221, 390 


00, 150, 268, 348, 502 
549, 589, 665, 706, 958, 959, 1033 
Btepney, 24 
| Stockport, 150 188, 900 
tockton-on-Tees, 9006 
Stoke. upon. Trent, 311 
Swansea, 502 
Sweden, 390, 502, 748 
Swindon, 64, 183, 227, 268, 589 
Sydney, N. S. W., 706, 7-9, 958 
‘iverton, 64 
Todmorden, 589 
Trimdon Grange (Durham ^» 870, 906 
Turkey, 811 
Wallasey, 989 
arrington, 906 
Wednesbury, 100, 665, 789 
West Ham, 24, 183, 227, 268 
Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, 24 
Whitechapel, 34 
V 'hitebaven, 748, 789 
Wim bledon, 822 


706, 748 


Association, The Manu- 
urers' and, 1026 

"Cperative lronwoi kg &t Guise, 

France, 510 


Copper, The electrical cond . B. 7 of, 


by Rollo Appleyard ‚ 8, 
» Тейтїпє, Most economical con- 
ditions in, 680 


С, RRESTONDE ХЫ... 


Aberglaube, by « Tut 536 

Aluminium, hy J. B. C. Kershaw, 493 

American discovery, by Aroturns, 
733 


» Carly start, by H. W. Bram ley, S55 


ij Interesting letter, by “Cons ulting 
Engineer," 700 


aaysroNDENCE— continued. 
Applicants please note, by " Selec- 
tion, 891; by Unanewered,” 


899 
Are lomp litigation. — Jandus Arc 
and Electric Co., Ltd., v. 
Ате Lamps, Ltd., by Arc Lamps. 
Lid , 898 
Aston meter t pecification „by J. Aneel), 


581 
Automatic fire alarms, by К. Guarini, 
400, 651: by Geo. W. 
Oatw 87, 
is ticket issuers, by "Long 
John," 777 
Brighton tramways extensions, by 
M. Hill, 1023 
British industries snd foreign com- 
petition, by a Apti-Protectionist,”’ 
51, 91 
Brosdness of electrical engineering; 
by Charles Bright, 856 
Calculator board, by E. Raymond- 
Barker, 420 
Capping casing, by " Worried," 585 
Carnaby „. Neale anà the South- 
Western Electrical Co., by Savory, 
Pryor & Blagden, 419 
Central station battery, by Electre- 
Ine.“ 701, 814: by A. J. Abraham, 
799, by H. 8 Parsey, ; by All 
Gassing,” 177: by Harry R. W.,“ 


814 

Cheap labour, by “в, C. M.,“. 900 

Coal scales for power stations, by 
Е. A. Yerbary, 573 

Cobden Club and foreigners, by 
Harold Cox, 11 

Constitution of atoms, by Oliver 
Lodge, 

Corrosion of pare overhead wires, by 
« Werdna," 421 

Curious earth readir gs, by W. M.,“ 


513 
Design of ballistic galvanometers, by 
P. H. Powell, 613 
4, of direct current machinery, 
by * Willing to learn,“ 900; 
by У.А. Fynn, 910; by H. J. 
Robinson, 941; by G. N. 
Thomas, 
„ ol variable speed motors, by 
N. Dodd, 936 ; by W. B. 
Hird, 979 
Determination of iron loss and fric- 
iion, by A. Press, 
Development of the current inter- 
rupter, by Mortimer Codd. 177; 
by A. W. Isenthal, 214; by W.G. 
Steinthal, 255 
Device for tightening vertical belt, by 
B. J. Kitchen; $895 by E. Norman 
Dissolution of matter by matter, by 
Са Unprejudiced," 53 
bells; Patent Exploitation Со.'в 
litigation, by © Correspondent,” 


613 
Earth finding, by G. C. Knight, 396 
Economical speed regulations with 
continuous current motors, by 


Kdison v. lead accumulator, by One 
Who Has Worked in K.H.O. Solu- 

tions, 1024 
Electric car drivers, by“ Manager,” 
294; by Driver Quick- 


Stop," 337 
3 conductivity of copper, by 
Rollo Appleyard, 258 
T drills, by T. C. Futere, 316 


эз heating of railway carriages, 
Donati Tommasi, 813 
de pumping for mines drainage, 


y 4 С.” 735 
эз rock driils, by C. A. Fox, 
996; by the Sandycroft 
Founary Co. 931, 421 
oe shocks on flat back switch- 
board, by I- W. C.,“ 
854: dy Percy B. Hall, 899 ; 
by P. В. Palmer, 987; by 
w Er quirer,“ 981 
tunnel danger. 
Glover & Co., 291 
ie welding, by Welder,” 785 
Electrical contractors and manufac- 
turers, by E. F. Moy, Hl, 
za manufacturers’ and con- 
tractors’ agreement, by 
. Guthrie a! d W.Daven- 
port, 1025 
persecution, by “ visitor.“ 
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Electricslly-driven road vehicles, by 
R. E. Crompton, 176 
Electr. city m India a correction, by 
eX. Y. Z4" 855 

in mines, by Adolphus B. 
Croft, 11; by Land an 
Sea Cable Works, Ltd., 
Nippes— Cologne. 138 

vr. gas, b “College 
Court,” 498: by В. J. 
Nicholeon & Co.. 594 


эт 


di Jones, !02: 


Electro- vanizing, by “ W. Z., 700 
English Porcelain insulators, by W. 
Roope! 316; by J. T. Harris. 876, 
458: 127 С. С. Garrard, 419, 457 
EnGOoP*:» by R. H. Smith, 297 
Existence of ether, by George Nairn, 
235 | 
Failure of wireless telegraphy in 
some! iland, by Marconrs. Wire- 
jess ry’ «:\egraph Co. Ltd., 52 
Fair trade” by Fiscaliteur,” 896; by 
s. R. X. IE. E. D., 935 


the scapegost, py F. W. E. 


ConRESPONDERCE—continued, 
Faults on maine, by J. C. Stewart, $75 
Fiscal policy, by J. E. Cuthbertson, 


licy, Our, by А Man of no 

Experience,” 2356 ; by Geo. 

Barhem, 295 

Free trade or _—? by “Free Trader 
о U 


$9 


, 


r — 
, trade zones in Italy, by Harold 
Cox, 211 


Fuse wire, by N. C. Woodfin, 52; by 
W. Macdonald. 177 


Fynn patents, The, by phoenix Dy- - 


namo Míg. Co. 940 

Garuti process, by Siemens Bros. and 
Co., 420 

Gas engines for power stations, by 
W. J. U. 8owter, 572 

Greatest electric thock on record, 
by F. C k., 815; by W. da F. B. 
Davids, 777 

сюз tears, by G. E. Неу!-Т ia, 
£94,942 

Heating capacity of electric radiators, 
by the Briush Prometheus Co., 
857, 941, 1023: by Flectrio and 
Ordnance Accessories CO, 899, 
979; by Falk, Stadelmann & Co, 
1023 

Hot-wire are lamps, by “N. D. W.;“ 
915; by "C. M., 255: by Foster 
and Co., 255, 338, 878; by , 
Tomlinson Lea, 256; by “ Fair 

. by V. А. Mundella. 

938; by W. J. Wcodward, 378; 
by J. О.” 875; by A. J. Qa 
978: by" Enclosed,” 378 

LE.E. buildirg fund, by D. R. 
bent, 214; by A. M. I. E. E.,“ 213 

International Fire Prevention Con- 
gress, by E. Guarini, 212 

[ron piping OF wood casing ? by Frank 
Broadbent, 133 

Jointless section jnduction coils, by 
Leslie Miller, 100, 718, 613; by 
A. W. Isenthal, 786; by Alfred 
Apps, 719, 

sates wail of a junior, by“ Junior,” 


Latest dodge in dumping, by Au 
English Battery Maker,” 855 

“Lighting.” by A. J. Hodgson, 116 

Loading and unloading Cars at 
termini ру“ (Experienced), tram- 
way manager," 294 

L.C.C. engines, by “W. H. B." 537, 
571; by H. J. A.;“ 612 

Main line electric traction, by 
„Multiple Supply," 812 ; C. H. R. 
Thorn, 855 

Motorman instructor's views, by 
„ Driver Quick-Stop," 254 

Multiple rupply system patents, by 
„Multiple Supply,” 900; by 
C. H. R. Thorn, 931 

Municipal problems, by A. E. Hewett, 


New form of traction clutch, by H. 8. 
Hele-5bàw, 419 

Packing of goods for abroad, by 
“ Packer," 1023 

Parallel running of alternators, by 
B. Hopkinson, 876; by H. C. 
Leake. 886 

Presidential address and the Edison 
battery, by David Smith, 854 

Priority in oil break switches, by 
Ferranti, Ltd., 593 


or Free Trade? By “А 


P. Allam, 138; 
by G. Byng, 114, 214 by 
4%. I. E. E., 251 
Qualifications of technical teachers, 
by “ALEE,” 92 
of teachers of engi- 
neering, by ' a 
459 
Ramsgate tramcar accident, by 
„ Air and Sand,” 377, 400; by 
Norman D. Cameron, 877, 419 


- in electric generators, by E. 
Guarini, 92 
Refuse destructors and electricity 
works, by W. P. Adams, 455, 
902 
» destructors and power pro- 
duction, by w. P. Adams, 
421 
Regulation of traftic at tramway ter- 
mini, by “Т. st. M. E.,“ 
212 
Salaries of municipal officers, by 
є Desideratum,” 1023 
Shunt losses in meters, by Wm. C. 
Anderson, 12 
Single-phase в ternate current motors, 
by Val. A. Fynn, 654, 735 
by L. Schüler, 700, 175; by 
Wm. Cramp, 179 
N hase traction, by Dr. G. 
Finzi, 897 
Smell high speed motors, by J.., 


Smoke abatement, by E. A. R. Daniell, 
418, 458, 572; by Н.Н B. Deane, 
498, 700; by R. Ashworth, 585; by 
W. Banks, 572 

Sneli’s Mr.) presidential address, by 
John F. €. snell, 176 

воо African affairs, by „M. I. E. E.,“ 

82 

Speet and public safety, by R. E. 
Crompton, 319 ; py J. F. Woodtine, 
2 by А. A. C. Swinton, 
4 


ConngxsroxpENcE continued. 
Stesm turbo-generating plants, by 
Belliss & Morcom, Ltd., 784, 853, 
939 ; by Geo. Wilkinson, 779, 895, 
983; by J. H. k 
894; by C. H. R. Thorn, 947; by 
Henry Les, 933; by Н. N. Thomas, 
938, 9X3, 1022; by A. А. Campbell 
Swinton, 938; by “A Student," 
Street improvements and municipal 
tramway accounts, by E. K. Scott, 


52 
Switchboard attendants, by „High 
Voltage, 458 
» attendants ате cheap 


“н. F. C. C.,“ 420 

Switchman ОТ premium pupil, by 
“р, P., 876 

Tangential traction, by F.. Guarini, 
458, 536 

Technical instruction, by “wy, R.,“ 
814; by Are," 855, 986; by 
W. L. Turner, age, 980 

Trade Marks, by Josh. Crosfleld and 
Sons, Ltd., 837 

Undergiound railways and fire, by 
s Electromotive," 287 

Unique steam engine, Ay by A. 8. E. 
Ackermann, 534 

Variable speed continuous current 
motors, by G. Ralph, 814: by Е. 
Broadbent, 891; by Frederick J. 
Thompson, 937 + by Ed. Eberwein, 


981 
Walsall switches, by Ricbardson and 
Co., 936 
ui Electrical Co., 981 
Wauted: An ideal electric glow lamp, 
by W. Young, 


" A good commercial incan- , 
descent lamp, by 
“H. H. M., 296; by 


Lawrence & Co., 413 

Waste of energy in tendering, by A. 
Bloemendal, ; by RN. A. 
134, 812; by Duncan Watson, 784 
by Handcock & Dykes, 1177, 941; 
by W. R. Rawlings, 771; by E. J. 
Hogan, 856; by “x 896; by 
Rashleigh Phipps & Co, 990; b 
W. Davenport, 980; by Edward 
Welch, 9¢0 

What are we coming to? by 
u M-grc-us," 893 

Winding induction coils, by F. H. 
Hadfield, 654 

Wireless telegraphy, by W. H. 
Bentley, 698; һу М. К. Stone, 
698; by Marconi'8 Wireless 
Telegraphy Co. 736 

Wiring specilications, by 
Contractor,” 11,92; by 
Cotterell, 53; by К. 


“Wiring 
Morton B. 
E. Dixon, 


138 

Working of the maximum. demand 
system, by H. M. Hoyles, 981; by 
wR, A.,“ 1024 


Cottrell, 8. B., on Overhead and other 
railways, 95 

Cramp, W., on Single-phase repulsion 
rootors, 490, 559 

Critical speed of steam turbiner, 676 

Grompton, Col., on Street traffic prob- 
lems, 449 

Crookes, Sir William, on Modern views 
on matter; the realisation of & 
dream, 115, 157 

Cruse controllable superheater, 1007 

Curious specification, 832 

Current interrupter, e development 
oos by J. Wright, 43, 127, 204 


ARLINGTOR'B folly, 8 


Davies, F. H., on Central station 

auxiliary plant, 495 

Decimal system, 91 

Defence: Gas-pipe t. copper, by C. A. 
Smith, 891 


Depreciation, 
з A question in, 845 
үз Newcastle tramways and 


the question ої, 109 
Design of direct-current machinery, by 
Val. A. Fynn, 808, 848, 932, 1047 
Destruction and power production, 
Refuse, 369 
Destructor and clectricity stations in 


ji and iorced draught system, 
The Horsfall refuse, 168 


uj 
Destructors at Nottingham, 
Detail in car-building, 728 
Determining the moment of inertia of 
the armature of a dynamo, 228 
Development and use of the small elec- 
tric motor, 277 
of the current interrupter, 
by J. Wright, 48, 171, 
£04, 207 
Devices and fittings for the current 
electric lighting season, 517, 615, 
654, 695, 130, 712, 911 
Diesel engine, 18 
Dinner of the 1. E. E., 1009 
Direct- current machirery, Design of, 
by Val. А. Fynn, ¢08, 
518, 032, 1037 
pressures and standard 
{re quencies, tan- 
даа, 691 


* 


Discoveries, ele ctro-chemical, 857 
Digsoluticns, 13, 55, 95, 141, 250, 307, 831, 
467, 498, 580, 709, 139, 818, 860, 916 
Disturt ances, 1 
Docks, The modern equipment of, with 
special reference to bydraulic and 
electric appliances, by W. Pitt, 35 
Draught, Mechanical, 277 
Drawing office equipment, 629 
Drying combustibles, 161 
„ рез electrically, i 
Durban (S.A ) electric light and tram- 
ways, 959, 
Dynamics of electrons, 526 
Dynamo and engine preakdowr в, 717 
11 bi ushes in America, 497 


AARL'8 COURT, Fire exbibition at, 
la^ the G.E.C. exhibit, 216 
East London (Cape Colony), Fatal acc! 
dent at, 891 
Economical speed regulation with con- 
tinuous current motors, by Frank 
Broadbent, 802 
Eccnomies in electrical it}umination, 
The possibilities of future, by W. А. 
Chamen, 162 
Edison acoumvlator for automobiles, by 
W. Hibbert, tk3, 921 
battery, 2:9, 492, 508, 718, 817 


LE 
Education aud science, 499 


11 in ihe United States, Engi- 
neering, 
Efficiency of в four-valve Fleming 


engine, 
Elections, Borough Council, 643 


E.ectric(aL)— 
Car construction, Board of Trade and 


Cars, Speed of, 750 
Companies and the law of negligence 


612 
Conductivity of certain aluminium 
alloys а8 affected by 
exposure to London 
atmor pheres, by E. 
Wilson, 451 
e of copper, The, by Rollo 
Appleyard, 8, 77 
Continental engineering industry, 651 
Contractors’ Association, 115 
Economies in illumination, The pos- 
sibilities of future, by W. А. 
Chamen, 162 
Engineers at one guinea each, by T. C. 
Futers, 415 
" Royal (Volunteer) N.C.O.'8 
mess dinner, 913 
Enterprise in Italy: reported action 
of English companies, 108 
Exhibition, 422 
Exhibits at St. Louis, 867 
Fire bogie, 845 
Furnaces, 
Generators by air calorimetry. The 
testing of, by К. Threlfall, 907 
Gold dredging, 790 
Heating of trains, 997 
Industry, German, 54, 282, 979, 540, 818, 


948 
Installations in India, 600, 830 
Machinery exports, 3:9 
Mine locomotives, 
Motor, The devclopment and use of 
the, 277 
vehieles, 258, 
Motors for centrifugal pumps and 
pits, 
News from Japan, 860 
„ from Mauritius. 870 
Outlook in Germany, 456 
Peat drying, 829 
Power in paper mills, 422 
„ stations, 915 
ari gd in the nineteenth century, 


Promotions—session 1904, 892 
Pumping for irrigation, by E. К. 
cott. 496 
in collieries, 218 
* plant at Dortmund. 623 
8 plant for De Beers Con- 
solidated Mines, Kimber- 
ley, 771 
Pumps for Australia, 900 
Railways in Europe: 529 
10 possibilities in South Africa, 
874 е 
‘4 progress, 525 
Resistance furnaces, 629 
Rock drills, by т. C. Futers, 278 
safety Dress, 220, 258 
Rignalling. 592 
stations, Fuel economy in, by H. 
McLaren, 319 
Time stamps, 4 
Traction on railways. 165 
Tramway matters, 278 
Tramways, Carriage of merchandise 
on, by, Т. Upton, 251, 291, 863 
Typewriters, 985 
Vehicle trials in France, 551 
Vehicles, 661 
Volunteers, 666, 871 
Welded joints, 871 
Welder for wire hoops, Automatic, 33 
Work and workers in South Africa 
312, 930 : 


Electric traction, Statistical review of, 
125 


5 

E. C. A., proposed model wiring specifi- 
cations, Tit ' 

Electrically-driven machine tools, 527 

eyw ppe factory in Bers 
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mon“ ty, 199 
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ELEcTRIcItTy— 
Cleaning works, Frictional in, 1040 

Direct from coal, 708 

El. ctrons and atmospheric, 838 

For small hospitals, by W, Noble 

Twelvetrees, 657 

t'. gas, 431 

In gas works, 851, 908 

Manufacture of iron and steel, in the, 


In India, 478, 503 
Mines drainage, for, 645 
» in, by Т.С. Futers, 287, 862 
9 in, 106, 186, 229 
On the farm, by Е. Guarini, 410 
Radium as a generator of, 981 
Sub- division of power by, 630 
Stripping brass from iron by, 807 
Supply companies and street obstruc- 
tions, 508 , 
1 in Milan, 603 
» Some statistics of, by J. P. 
Smith, 101 
js and methods of stimulating 
demand, Observations on 
the, by J. E. Panton, 197 
э works, Financia] 
теці of, by J. A. Jeckell, 
1 


Trees and, 916 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AccounTs— 
Aberdeen, 762 
Barnsley, 313 
Birkenhead, 1040 
Bolton, 512 

Bury, 598 

Cardiff, 71) 
Chesterfield, 353 
Colchester, 108 
Croydon, 187 
Edinburgh, 752 
Glasgow, 710 
Greenock, 858 
Grimsby, 272 , 
Halifax, 961 
Hammersmith, 808 
Tanley, 874 


У, 
Islington, 551 
King's Lynn, 683 
Kingston-upon-Thames, 893 
Leeds, 917 
Maidstone, 272 
Manchester, 280 
Mexborough, 280 
Middleton, 28 
Nelson, 792 
Oldbam, 792 
Partick, 230 
Salford, 669 
Southampton, 999 
Atepney, 3'8 
Stockton, 27 
Sunderland, 67 
Swansea, 108 
Walthamstow, 512 
Wimbledon, 271 
Wrexham, 961 
York, 670, 759 


Errcmuc TRAMWAY ÁCCOUNTS— 
Glasgow, 692 | 

Hull, 689 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, 562 
Portsmouth, 559 

Burnley, 488 


ELHCTHICI Tx Works— 

Australasian, 628 ч 

Bexley Electric Lighting and Tram- 
way, 588 

Bradford, 991, 1031 

Brussels, 742 

Burton, 947 

Coventry, Extensions, 628 

Durban, 953, 994 

Grantham, 631 

Lancey, 506 

Lowestoft, 223 . 

Manchester, New works, 18, 101, 468 

Metropolitan Eleotric Supply Co., 788, 
823 


Milan, 508 

Morbegno (Valtellina Electrio Rail- 
way), 549 

Oldham (Greenhill), 865, 908 

Paderno, 146 

Rand Central Electricity Works, 59 

Southend, 353 

Sydney (N.S, w.) Tramways, 308 

Vizzola, 143 

Wimbledon, 268 


ELECTRIC Lienr Nores— 


Abercarn, 861 
Aberdeen, 179, 427, 493 
Abingdon, 510 
Accrington, 260, 580 
Acton, 801 
Addis-Abeba (Abyssinia), 620 
Aldrington, 661 
Alloa, 861 
Alvechurch, 427 
Andover, 861, 1035 
Antony, 661 
Arbroath, 56 96. 307, 661, 703 
Ashford (Kent), 580, 518, 903 
Ashington, 840 , 
Ashton unde yne, 357 
Astoo, 14, 4 8, 580 

"  (Yorks), 955 
As vium Ins: allation, 11 
Auckland, 15 
Australia, 903 
Austria, 550, 620 


improve- 
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Aylesbury, 387, 801 

Ayr. 467, 1085 

Baden, 903 
Balby-with-Hextho , 956 
Balmain (N.8. W.), 
Ballymena, 468 
Bangalore, 703 

B 908 


Barnes, 861 

Barnet, 1035 

Barnsley, 15, 498 

Barnstaple, 15, 96, 111, 986 

Barry, 498, 661, 708 : 
Barton, 620 . 

Basingstoke, 908 

Bath, 782 

Batley, 56, 427, 782 : 
RSEN 15, 97, 427, 468, 662, 862, 


Beckenham, 986 

Bedford, 15, 739 

Bedwellty Pits, 708, 861 

Belfast, 269 

Belgium, 260, 789, 782, 986 

Bengal, 861 

Benwell, 56 

Berlin, 56, 141 

Bermondsey, 142, 179, 468, 581, 819, 


Bethnal Green, 581, 986 
Beverley, 907, 1085 
Bexhill- on- Sea, 141 
Bexley, 661 
Bideford, 179, 887, 499, 661 
Bilbao, 789 
Bilston, 141 
Birkenhead, 56, 219, 889 
Bishopstoke, 541, 862 
Blackpool, 56 
Blairgowrie, 1095 
Blaydon, 56, 427, 955 
in, 955 

Bognor, 56, 141, 468, 708, 783 
Bolton, 680, 703 
Bo'ness, 141,179, 307, 468- 
Bombay, 703 
Bootle, 260, 6:0, 986 
Boston, 807, 499 
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A TECHNICAL UNIVERSI'LY FOR 
LONDON. 


THE letter which Lord Rosebery has been enabled to write 
to Lord Monkswell, who, as Chairman of the London 
County Council, is titular head of the metropolitan authority 
for technical education, makes an offer which,'if accepted, 


should be of almost incalculable advantage to the Metropolis, 


to the United Kingdom, and even to the British Empire. 
Briefly, Messrs. Wernher, Beit & Co. and certain other 
London philanthropists,.who at present prefer to conceal 
their identity, offer to place a sum of £300,000 in the 
hands of trustees for the erection and equipment of a higher 
technical school to be attached to the University of London, 
provided a site can be found for the buildings ; while Lord 
Rosebery believes that the Royal Commissioners of the 1851 
Exhibition may be willing to grant a site of about 4 acres 
of land adjacent to the present University buildings at South 
Kensington, which is estimated to be worth £200,000. 
Thus a capital sum of half a million for the endowment of 
technical education is virtually offered to the nation, with 
the solitary proviso that the funds necessary for maintenance, 
now estimated at £20,000 per annum, shall be forthcoming. 
And it is to ask the London County Council for a promise 
of this annual sum that Lord Rosebery has written his letter 
to Lord Monkswell. | | 

In many respects the letter itself, and the state of public 


feeling which it illustrates, are so gratifying as to be almost 


surprising. For years the lay press has been proclaiming 
that technical education is the one thing necessary to 


our commercial salyation ; but, wholly misunderstanding 


the problems of modern industry, it has been preaching 
that variety of technical instruction which leads to an 


amateurish and superficial acquaintance with the processes 


of particular trades. Some authorities and some benevolent 
men have been misled, aud numerous institutions have been 
created or have started evening classes to provide this sloppy 


kind of teaching. For years also deeper thinkers and the 


technical press have cried out at this waste of energy, 
arguing that resl technical education means the higher and 
more lengthy training in pure and applied science of those 
men who are to become works’ managers or technical con- 
sultants; but hitherto their voices have seemed to be of 
none effect. Suddenly, however, a change has come. 
Lord Rosebery, whose opinions and utterances on all public 
matters carry great weight with every thoughtful English- 
man, and who is recognised even by his responsible political 
opponents to be a statesman, has spoken out plainly, 
asserting that ** several of our industries have suffered, and 
are still suffering, from our failure to organise, not so much 
technical education of the ordinary type as the more 
advanced instruction in scientific technology and facilities 
for original research.” Several of the arguments and 

used by Lord Rosebery are taken 
report of the epecial Sub Committee of 


illustrations 
from the 
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the Technical Education Board of the Tondon 
Connty Council, which was published a year ago. Their 
report fell rather flat, in spite of the value of its contenta ; 
but this was not altogether surprising, for it is still matter 
of argument whether the L.C.C. has always acted for the 
best in its numerous enterprises, and we are none of us too 
disposed to reviaw our opinions when once they have taken 
an unfavourable character. 

We have no need here to describe the details of Lord 
Resebery's proposal : our readers have all studied his letter, 
and the comments made thereon by the superior daily Press. 
It is only because we are in a better position than the 
ordinary non-technical journalist to appreciate the enormous 
benefit to the nation of a suitably modified London 
Charlottenburg,“ chat we refer to any of the objections 
and difficulties. In the first place, £20,000 per annum will 
not be sufficient to maintain an institution worthy of the 
Metropolis—very far from sufficient if, as Lord Rosebery 
hopes, the fees are to be kept low. Secondly, the London 
ratepayer has to be considered ; and it does not appear 
altogether just for him to be called upon to provide practi- 
cally all the maintenance of a Technical University which 
will be national in its scope. These, however, are matters 
of finance, which we leave to abler pens; bat there remains 
another point which is perhaps even more important. A 
London Charlottenburg, even if perfect in personnel and 
material equipment, will but languish unless our manu- 
facturers can be taught the advantage of employing properly 
trained managers and experts in their factories and work- 
shops—unless, that is to say, they are prepared to support the 
institution by finding positions for such of its students as 
deserve them. E 


Lord Rosehery, we regret to see, is somewhat disposed to 
lay excessive stress on the superior educational facilities of 
the German and American Universities. To a certuin 
limited extent it must, we fear, be conceded that the 
student (of average ability) who has studied for so many 
years abroad is of more immediate value in shop or works 
than the Englishman of equal length of training. But the 
superiority of the former depends very little, if at all, on his 
greater scientific ability ; he is more useful, because his 
residence in a foreign country has aged him mentally. We 
speak from personal experience; we know that a year in a 
good laboratory here is precisely equal to a year in Germany 
—technically, that is; but we know that in all non-technical 
directions the year abroad is better ; and we have found out 
that it is a more valuable commercial asset (all degrees or 
diplomas excepted). Thus while Charlottenburg” remains 
in Germany, it is actually (intrinsically but not scientifically) 
better than a British training college ; and to the journalist 
it is perfection. But were its twin founded in London, it 
would loge its real superiority, and the journalist would pro- 
claim it grossly inferior to (say) Zürich. If, as we sincerely 
trust may be the case, the London Charlottenburg takes 
material shape, we may find many of its students Germans ; 
and eventually, as its value becomes more evident, we may be 
led to provide a larger proportion of the students at Berlin than 
we do at present. This will benefit us, but the advantages 
to Germany will be sensibly equal. 

The true reason why manufacturers find foreigners more 
usefal in their factories than home-trained students, is 
because the former have usually undergone в more prolonged 


course of study; so that they have not merely mastered the 
routine and established part of their subject, but have 
acquired a taste for, and a facility in carrying out, original 
work. It is idle to expect a youth to devote the best years 
of his early manhood to hard mental study, or his father 
to provide the necessary money, if another lad who is less 


able, and who has only ordinary intelligence, can earn equal 


or higher wages as aclerk or cashier. The young curate 
may die Primate of All England, the doctor a wealthy and 
respected peer; the young electrician or chemist has a far 
smaller chance of achieving mundane success or celebrity 
outside his own circle than his brother in the bank. The 
real difficulty at the present time is not so much to find 
men trained highly enough to merit large salaries and pro- 
bably to bear heavy responsibility, as to find poste and 
adequate salaries for such. It is said that much poverty 
and distress exists in Germany among highly-trained men ; 
but the extreme difficulty experienced by young English- 
men of scientifio training in finding any post at all, the 
numbers of them who are out of work, or who have had to 
cast aside their special knowledge, is saddening to contem- 
plate. They have no banners and collecting boxes and 
processions to bring their troubles into prominence. 

And therefore it is, while welcoming Lord Rosebery’s 
letter, and being deeply thankful for the munificence of the 
donors of the money, that we feel a desire to see symptoms 
among the industrial magnates of the land of an awaken- 
ing recognition of the money value of science. A chemist 
or electrician is of more use in the country than a dock 
labourer; but if both are unemployed, with which does the 
advantage lie? Mr. A. G. Green, speaking of the coal tar 
dye trade only, has suramed up the position epigram- 
matically but fairly in the words. The English manu- 
facturer has considered that a knowledge of the benzol 


market was of greater importance than a knowledge of the 
benzol theory,” and in consequence the industry is nearly 
dead 


Ав а matter of policy, it is, perhaps, somewhat unfortu- 
nate that Lord Rosebery’s scheme should have been made 
public on the very day selected for the inauguration of the 
Bessemer Memorial Fund. To the man in the street and 
the student of the halfpenny press, this coincidence may 
give the appearance of clashing of divergent intereste, or of 
the operations of two bodies of men working in the dark. 
Unfortunately, this notion will be rather strengthened by a 
complaint made by an earlier speaker at the Bessemer meet- 
ing, to the effect that the City of London had been ignored 
by Lord Rosebery. There is no need, and, we trust, little 


fear, that the two schemes will overlap; in fact, the Bessemer 


memorial aptly takes the form of one or two departments of 
the new Technical University. Admirers of Beasemer’s work, 
and they should be found in every country where steel is 
known, who desire to contribute to the fund, and so to pay 
back a trifle of the debt we all owe to him, could find no 
better opportunity of having their moneys used to the best 


advantage, than in assisting to endow the metallurgical and 


mining faculties of the proposed University, faculties which 
might well be called the Bessemer, and, as Sir J. Wolfe- 
Barry suggested, the Mushet, Schools; and also in the 
establishment of Bessemer and Mushet scholarships, 
Nothing can be further from our intention than by 
anything we have written to minimise the vast importance 
of the two schemes now before the country. But those of 
us who kuow how ably our professors can train their 
students, and how perfectly the British student can 
assimilate scientific training when the necessary funds are 
forthcoming, when the necessary time is available, and when 
the necessary incentives are present, are apt to become 
restive when all the blame of imperfect technical ability is 
laid at the door of the students and the teachers. It is not 
fair to do so, when our manufacturers and capitalists have 
acted as they have in the great majority of cases; and 
therefore the success or failure of Lord Rosebery’s University 
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will depend quite as much on the support given it by those 
manufacturers in the erection and maintenance of works’ 
laboratories, as upon. the L. C. C. in providing the actual 
funds for carrying on the good work. 
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Some few months ago, as our readers 
will recollect, chaos reigned supreme in 
the plans for the many tube schemes with 

which energetic promoters were prepared to deluge our 
benighted capital, for the improvement of its notoriously 
inefficient local intercommunication. That the condition 
of affairs, where every promoter pleased himself as to ways 
and means, was utterly bad, will be gathered from the 
fact that a Select Committee was appointed with a view 
to exercising a certain amount of control in the matter. 

To thore who consider the future of interurban tram- 
ways in the far more important sphere represented by the 
rest of Great Britain, there has appeared to be an urgent 
necessity for some control on a similar basis, at least 
in the matter of gauge. In far too many instances 
aljoining authorities have adopted dissimilar gauges, from 
so-called local restrictions, freely intermixed with a feeling 
that they were safeguarding their preserves from the inroads 
of neighbouring and rival tramways. And this is jast where 
we are convinced they have erred, probably greatly to the 
detriment of their pockets, and what is of far more import- 
ance, to the great disadvantage of the travelling and trading 

population whose interests the tramways are primarily 
intended to serve. 

Our attention has been drawn to the more than 
usually flagrant decision of the Darlington: Tramways 


Darlington's 
Folly. 


Committee, who recently met in conclave to decide as to. 


whether a difference of 1 in., which existed between the 
specifications for their tramway track about to be constructed, 
and the existing track of the Imperial Tramways Co. 


running through Middlesbrough and Stockton, should 


be abolished. Needless to add, these local wiseacres have 
agreed to adopt the different gauge, though it be but the 
small amount of 1 in. It would probably have been the same 
had ovly a fraction of an inch entered into the question. 
In a busy manufucturing, coal and iron producing, sbipping 
and trading district, such as the one in question, there can 
be no excuse for the multiplication of gauges, which must in 
the long run tell heavily aguinst the utility and convenience 
of the growing networks of interurban tramways. These, 
it must be remembered, will inevitably carry a large share, 
not only of passenger traffic, but also of many classes of 
merchandise, which can be bandled thus, over short distances, 
far more cheaply and expeditiously than in any other way. 

The latter phase of tramway work is rapidly coming to 
the fore, and as soon as our little local governments shall 
agree to sit-k their paltry differences and grasp the broad 
quextions of the general welfare of the travelling and trading 
community in their district, as distinct from their own com- 
paratively small domain, so soon shall they have justified 
theirs. | 


The examples of neighbouring municipalities adopting 


their own particular gauges are so numerous, that their re- 
cital would occupy more room than our limited space willullow. 
The cases of Leeds, Bradford, and Halifax, with their 4 ft. 
81 iu., 4 ft., and 3 ft. 6 in. tracks meeting each other are 
Well known, and the case of Wigan with its 3 ft. 6 in. gauge 
isolating itself from the standard 4 ft. 84 in. tramway net- 
works of South Lancashire, is a more recent example of 
municipal shortsightedness. Compared with these cases, 
hosever, the decision formed by the Darlington Tramways 
Committee. is a masterpiece of imbecility, and surely 
represents the utmost limit of municipal mismanagement. 


THE ELECTRICAL CONDUCTIVITY OF 
COPPER. 207 


Ву ROLLO APPLEYARD, А.М.Інѕт.С.Е, 
(Continued from Vol. 52, page 1067.) 


From any pair of values of т and Ө, chosen from the 
„observed figures, and the corresponding pair of resist- 


- ances, we can, from this tast equation, calculate a value for 


log (=) ; the question is, which pair will result in a 


logarithmic curve to conform most nearly to the “ observed 
curve? Unfortunately, Messrs, Clark, Forde & Taylor do bet 
appear to have published their “observed” figures, though 
they mark some of them on the observed curve. We 
must, therefore, assume that their parabolic formula 
accurately represents the © observed ” results, and we must 
calculate the resistances Rr, Rg therefrom. It is instructive 
to compare these derived figures in tabular form, for incre- 
ments of 10° F. at successive intervals of 5° F. as follows :— 


т | 6 i R, ве ä Ld 
—— — — —" | 

42 | 32 | 10 | 102374 100000 | 00010190 | 0002374 
47 | 37 | 10 | 103564 | 101186 00010088 7, 0002978 
52 | 42 | 10 | 104755 102574 | 00009985 0502881 
57 47 10 | 1:05949 ' 103564 | 00009888 7 0002385 
62 | 52 10 | 107143 104755 | 00009789 5 0 002388 
67 57 10 | 108340 | 1:05949 | 00009692 „ 0002391, 
72 | 62 | 10 | 109538 | 107143 | 0:0009601 E W 
77 67 10 | 110739 108340 | 0009512 | 0002399 
82 72 | 10 111940 | 109538 | 00009420 J 00024 
87 77 10 | 113144 | 110739 л i 0002405 j 
92 82 10 | 114349 ' 111940 | 00009247 0 002409 
97 | 87 10 | 115556 | 113144 0 0009161 NEL 
102 | 92 | 116765 | 114349 0 0009080 0:002416 


pat 
e 


| 
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Assuming the accuracy of Messrs. Clark, Forde & Taylor's 
observed values as plotted on their curve, this tuble shows 
(1) that the linear temperature coefficient increases nlmost 
uniformly with temperature. (2) l'bat the logarithmic co- 
efficient decreases with temperature at a diminishing rate. 
(3) That the old values 110020935 and 0:0009083 given in 
reduction tables for the liuear and logarithmic cor fficients, 
respectively, at 75? F., are, for present-day high-conduc- 
tivity copper, incorrect, (4) That the difference b tween 
the mean and extreme values of the logarithmic coefficient 
from 32° F. to 102° F. is about 6 per cent. (5) That the 
difference between the mean aud extreme values of the 
linear coefficient from 82° F. to 102° F., is less thun 
1 per cent. | 

In seeking now a definition free from ambiguity, with there 
points cleared up, let us, in order to realise the further diffi- 
culties, make the (falre) assumption that conductivity varies 
directly as the density of the copper. Also, let us sgree that. 
the nearest value to the mean density of copper is 8:9, at, 
say, 60° F. According to this assumption let the resistance 
of a copper wire of length / ft., of weight w grains, and of 
relative density 8°9, be, say, | 


l2 x 0°2162 


8 standard ohms at 60° Е. 
From equation (1) 
Pk, 
Ro = e 
100 w 
Hence, 
* = 02162. (4 ) 
100 А 
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From equation (1) it also follows that any other copper 


wire, of different density A,, will also have 100 per cent. 
conductivity if its resistance is represented by— 


Bj Em сә 8 (5) 


But it will have different sectional area and different 
specific resistance. Combining (4) and (5) | 
P^ 02102 _ 2 0.2162 A, 


22 жел. 25] 


"oc Ao w 8˙9 


For example, let A, = 8:912, which is the density assumed 
for all copper, annealed or hard-drawn, by the Committee of 
Experts and Manufacturers. The resistance of a wire of 
this density, and of 100 per cent. conductivity, if calculated 


from this last equation, is— 


R 12 х 0 2162 8:919 l х 092165 
р = --_———— X — a, 
10 8 9 70 


For annealed copper the multiplier for „ given by the 


above-mentioned Committee, works out at 0°216226, and for 
hard-drawn copper at 0-220581. On our present assumption 


the corresponding derived percentage conductivities appear 
as— | | 


100 x 0:2165 
^ 0216226 
and as 

100 x 0°9165 

0220581 


= 100°12 per cent. (for annealed copper) 


== 98°15 per cent. (for hard-drawn copper). 


It therefore leads to very fair seeming results. The method 
of correction would be of ready application, and it is 
plausible. Nevertheless it involves the fallacy that percentage 
conductivity varies directly as the density, and thereby 
‘stands condemned ; for experiment shows that conductivity 
does not vary as the density. 

In connection with the results just obtained, it is interest- 
ing to note that when Matthiessen tock the conductivity of 
silver at 100 per cent., he found 10221 per cent. for 
annealed copper, and 99:95 per cent for hard-drawn copper 
of his day ; a difference of about 2] per cent. against our 
2 per cent. (See Trans. R. S, Vol. 154, 1864, p. 197.) 

Having now surveyed the sources of uncertainty and error, 
which for so long have enshrouded this fugitive quantity, 
how can we best direct our way towards a rational system ? 
[n seeking an answer to this question, it must be remembered 
that percertage-conductivity is with us to stay. It is 
printed as a cardinal clause in specifications, British and 
foreign, for submarine cables, and for railway wires. 
Changeful in itself, it belongs to things immutable. Asa 
determinant of the quality of bulk copper, it is as important 
to the cable-m»ker as is the permenbility-test to the muker 
of dynamos. Its convenience is well illustrated by the fact 
that its very errors appear as direct percentages, as lucidly as 
a fall in stocks. Hence we ought not to discard it and fall 
back upon specific resistance without due consideration of 
what would be renounced. It is conceivable that conven- 
tion could establish a percentage system of spr cific resistances 
to replace conductivity- percentages. But tbere would be 
this fatal objection to it, that diameters would then probably 
be specified, and they would have to be determined inste«d of 
weights—by commercial methods—a far less precise operation. 
Thus practical errors of measurement would replace 
theoretical errors of definition, and we should dislocate our 
system to no purpose. 

Now, if the accurate determination of the mean diameter 
of a wire by commercial methods, t.e., by the micrometer 
gauge, is impossible, nevertheless, the volumetric method 
of the laboratory, though slow, is, when properly 
carried out, very киге, ‘This suggests that although we 
cannot for every-day purposes adinit the slow volumetric 
method into the worksbop, we can appeal to it in the labora- 
tory in the event of any dispute or of any alleged breach 
of contract. In all but these rare cases, a difference in 
percentage-conductivity of plus or minus 0°56 may, without 
consequence, be neglected. Specific resistance hus the 

^ntage of being independent of density, for it is defined 
sof length and sectional area, not of mass. What 


it comes to then is this: We can establish our s/andard of 
percentage-conductivity as the reciprocal of a standard 
specific resistance agreed upon by convention. In cases of 
dispute we can then always fall back upon this proposed 
conventional relationship between specific resistance aud 
percentage-conductivity, and refer the matter to the 
laboratory for a test of the specific resistance. Meanwhile, 
in the workshop we can carry on with the weight method ; 
or we can use the micrometer, Existing stereotyped 
specifications would thus require no modification whatever 
in respect to their conductivity clauses, The decisions of 
the Committee of Experts and Manufacturers would also hold 
good, without modification, for, as has been shown above, 
their decisions are not affected by the particular value we 
may choose as a standard of 100 per cent. conductivity ; and 
ambiguity would vanish. To attain this result, convention 
must— 

l. Decide what figure to take for the specific resistance, 
which, at standard temperature, shall correspond to 100 per 
cent. conductivity. 

2. Agree that it shall be proper to deduce from the 
reciprocal of that figure the percentage conductivity 
corresponding to any other specific resistance, by direct 
proportion. | 

3. Decide as to the temperature correction to apply to 
copper. . 

In regard to (1), if we start with the foot-grain formula 
suggested above, and if for the moment we assume the 
density of copper to be 8:9, then since 1 gramme == 15°432 
grains, and 1 ft. = 30 4801 cms.. the specific resistance of 
copper of 100 per cent. conductivity would be 


0 2162 
15:432 x 8'9 x 30 4801 x 304801 


= 0 0000016944 standard ohm at 60° Е. 

The reciprocal of this is 590,187, which would be the 
standard conductivity of 100 per cent. referred to unit 
centimetre cube at 60° F. It should be noted that the only 
object of introducing the density term in the above expression 
i8 to arrive at a conventional figure for the centimetre cube 
datum. When this is once determined, the question of 
density has nothing further to do with the matter. It ia, in 
fact, wrapped up in the workebop margin of 0:56 per cent. 
Neither the figure 0:0000016944, nor its formidable 
reciprocal 590,187, would ever enter the workshop. They 
would be restricted to the laboratory. 


(To be concluded.) 


LEGAL. 


Patent ExPLOrTATION, Lrp., v. THE AMERICAN ELECTRICAL 
NovkLTY AND MamuPacrUBRING Co., Lap. 


(Continued from Vol. 52, page 1073.) 


Mr. JAMES SWINBURNE, further cross-examined by Mr. ASTBURY: 

At all events, in the Gassner, as made, the description I bave read 
to you from Mr. Cooper's book is a fair description of the Gassner 
cell, which was the first successful dry cell to be put upon the 
market ?— If it is in his book, I have no doubt it is allright. І do 
not know that without kuowledge. | 

In the Gassner specification you do not find the space between 
the two poles filled vp with layers of materials made according to 
the plaintiffs’ directions ?—No. ; 

Have you ever known br fore this case of soft agglomerates being 
talked of in the market ?— No. 

Were the agylomerates of manganese and carbon well known in 
the market always perfectly bard ? — Yes. 

It is probably owing to their being hard and solid that Mr. 
Cooper says on page 218 that these agglomerate blocks as known 
were used without any very great success 7?—I think so. I think 
they are hard and solid, aud net very good conductors. 

You know that that again is another instance where you were asked 
and answered that electrically the Hellesen is the same as the 
plaintiffs. That means no more than tbat electrically the plaintiffs" 
is the same as the wet L- c anc’ é?— Yes. 

Iu Bender there is no provision for making the manganese and 
carbon which svrrounds the negative pole into a paste or anything 
of ‘hat kind ?— It is crushed retort carbon and manganese Oxide, 

You are simply directed to put it into the space ? — Yes. 

And there is no direction that that sball be mixed with an 
excitant at all be fore it is put in or as it is putin ?—No, that does 
not make any differe ce. 

The internal arrangement of tue hollow pole is totally different 
from anything in the plaintiffs’ ?—Yes. 
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Bender you see is 1888. Did you ever hear of Bender's battery 
being put on the market ?—Never. 

And whether in your opinion the differences are large or small, a 

made according to Bender would be commercially a very 
different article to the plaintiffs —-take the Е С О. battery, for 
instance ?—It would not be so good as the E.C.C. It would bea 
more expensive battery, because you bave got an unnecessary thing 
down the middle, but as faras the two layers go it is the same, 
except that there is coarseness here and fineness in yours. 

It bas not got an inner layer composed of pulverised insoluable 
materials ?—No. 

And if that is one of the principal features contributing to the 
plaintiff.’ auccees, Bender lacks it ?—It lacks the pulverisation. 

There are several small commercial differences between this and 
the plaintiffs’ battery ?— Quite so. 

I obeerve it is not even referred to in Mr. Cooper's book as a dry 
battery which was known ?— Very likely. 

Skrivanov is again one of those sandwich batteries ?— Yes. 

And the problem that this man was attacking in making this par- 
ticolar sandwich battery was a totally different problem from that 
attacked by Hitchcock ?—I do not know quite what you mean. 

This is not a commercial ironmouger's battery is it? —No. What 


this man is inventing is a new kind of mercury depolariser. That 


is the point of his invention. The other is all common knowledge, 
only he happens to put it in there, and so we have cited it. 

Whether it is important or not, this Skrivanov battery would not 
commercially answer hardly any of the features which Hitchcock’s 
battery does answer ?—]It may be it would not. As made for the 
purpose of commercial use, it would be better, but still it would be 
too expensive. It is not a battery which would rival this Leclanché 
form. 

This dry Leclanché ?—Any of the Leclarché forms. 

Nobody tnought it worth while to refer to Walker in the last 
case. He saya " The object of my invention is to construct port- 
able electric batteries by means of renderirg ex^itant into a paste.” 
Then be says: ''The positive element may consist of zinc, lead, or 
iron, or any slloy of the two former with tin." Now, supposing 
you used iron for a moment as your positive pole, and put this 
strong sulphuric acid in, of specific gravity 1340, it would soon 
lead to disaster, would it not?—Yes; the oat and pea flour 
would have a bad time, too. It would act on them. 

У Have you noticed that it is only a provisional specification ?— 
es 

Nobody seems to have thought it worth while to proceed further 
with it. Youdo not know the complete specification of thie patent ? 
—No. 

It has never led to anything that you ever heard of ?—No; it 
shows that the man had the idea of making a dry Leclancbé cell. 
It »hows that very clearly. 

Could you have a Leclanché battery made with muriate of 
ammonia and eulphuric acid of 48 per cent. strength ?—No. 

That is mixed with gypsum, oat, wheat or pea flour or lime. 
Supposing you put in lime; the result would be appalling ? 
— Yes. 

Sopposing that you used manganése for your pole in the 
agglowerate form that you have talked about, which, you ray, he 
does not say you are to bake, would the sulphuric acid of 48 per 
cent. strength destroy the whole of the outer layer of the mauganese 
on the pole ?—The sulpburic acid would practically destroy eyery- 
thing in that battery. 

Do you think anybody from this document would learn how to 
make an E С.О. battery ?—No; what a person would learn would 
be that the idea of making an exciting paste was perfectly old. 

I should think what a person would learn would be to avoid 
makiog а dry battery ?—Anyone with sense could avoid making a 
dry battery according to these instructions. 

Anybody with any sense who read this specification would put it 
aside and try to get something better? — Anyone with any sense 
could make all these batteries without reading theee specifications. 

Anybody with anv sense who read this specitication would pat it 
aside as rubbish ? — Yes. : 

Take Webb and Jensen. This is the one where the chemistry on 
page 3 is a little wrong. Но is going to have air circulation by 
pieces of pith through the paste, and things of that sort ?— Yes. 
He pute yeast in and baking powder. 

There is no s»ggestion here of making a battery in any way like 
the plaintiffs’ pre-cription ?—No, this would be an acid battery. It 
is not a Leclancté battery. 

Yon mean if it was made in such a way as to be a battery at all? 
lt it was made by following this, if you made anything at all 
you would get an acid dry battery. 

Take Hartmann and Brauu. There is no provision at all for 
making the outer layer with a hygros:opic ?—I have oulv to deal 
with the document. It does make a hygrorcopic through a fault of 
its own, the bleaching powder. I have not tried it, but I have no 
doubt the bleaching powder would act on the zinc aud make 
chloride of calcium and cbloride of zinc. He ought not to have 
put any bleaching powder into tnat battery. 

In tbe centre he puts peroxide of lead, permanganate of prtash, 
and chloride of lime?— Permangarate of potash and chloride of 
lime are again wrong. 

As far as this document is concerned, do you think it is a very 
bopeful production ?—No. 

For the purpose of keeping the powdered manganese from 
getting to the zinc, will the blotting paper act exactly as efficiently 
ш the d: fendants’ as the plaster of paris and the flour act in the 
plain. iff.’ ?— Yes, with stuff of this size, certainly. 

With tbe exception that blotting paper ів eubstituted for plaster 
of paris and flour in the outer layer, aud that the materials in tbe 
inber layer coptain less moisture, and are much more tightly 
packed. Do you see any difference between the defendants’ battery 


to work teleyrapns in connection with the Post Office. 


and a battery made according to Hitchcock’s directions? You are 
putting an interpretation on the word ''pulverised" If the word 
pulverised mesn« exceedingly finely powdered, then Hitchcock has 
not got that. It it means simply powdered to the extent of those 
tbree bottlee, then the only difference is blotting paper instead of 
the other paste and light ramming. 

Supposing " pulverised " means made sufficiently small so that you 
could mix it with water, and make a semi-solid mass which will 
hold up the water by capillary attraction ?—Leaving out the word 
semi-solid. If you make it so that it will hold up the water. 

No. I put it in purposely. Supposing you make your 
manganese or carbon sufficiently pulverised so that voa can mix 
them with water aud make a semi-solid mase, that will hold up the 
water by capillary action. If that is the meaning of pulverised, 
then ie there any difference between the two ?—If the term semi- 
solid is a right description for that sort of consistency there is no 
difference as regards that. There would then simply be the 
difference of the blotting paper as opposed to the paste. 

Your view is that you get a degree of further improvement by 
extra rammiug of your inside mass, which results in less moisture ? 
— Yes. Less moisture is the incidental result. The real result is 
better cond :ictivity. 

You thiuk the defendants ram theirs tighter than an ordinary 
person reading Hitchcock would be inclined to do ?—Cersainly. 

With that exception, is there any difference between the two 
batteries except that the defendants used blotting paper in the 
place of plaster of paris and flour?—That aud the powder—those 
three things. 

Mr. Justice BucELEv: What are the three ?—There is the fine 
powder, and the ramming and the blotting paper. 

Mr. Justice BucKLEy: Fine powder and blotting paper are the 
same thing in a different form. are they not?—No. Fine po vder 
is as rega ds the inner layer. There is a difference in using blotting. 
paper and the plastic semi-solid material described in the particular 
description. 

Are the only functione played by the plaster of paris and the 
flour in the plaintiffs’ battery, enabling the battery to be a dry 
battery; secondly, enabling the water to freely permeate the mass; 
and thirdly, preventing the insoluble powdered mánganese from 
getting to the sinc ?— Yes. 

And making good contact with the zinc ?—I took that as part of it. 

There ie, first, making the battery a dry battery ; second, allowing 
the moisture to freely permeate ; third, preventing the solid powder 
getting to the zinc; fourth, maintenance of good contact with the 
zinc; and I think I ought to say, fifth, that it must be non-perishable 
by the action of the battery ? — Yes. 

Is every one of those functions performed by the outer layer of the 
defendants ?— Yes. 

You told his Lordship that, in your view, this light ranning of the 
defendants led to greater success ?— Yes. 

Should I be fair in saying that the least reasonable outside 
resistance that these batteries are put to would bs 5 ohms—say to 
ring an ordinary bell? —I should think 10 ohms or 5 ohms. 

If the battery is doing no work, in your view, the light running, 
as against the packing of the plaintiffs’, if there is а difference, 
produces greater conductivity ?— Yes. 

And, therefore, less iaternal resistance ?— Yes. 

I put it to you, the moment you put it on a circuit with a resist- 
ance of 5 ohms the two are absolutely identical in results, The 
defendants’ give no better resulta than the plaintiffs’, made accord- 
ing to plaintiffs’ limited description ? —I should think that was so. 

You have not tried it?-—No. You must not put it on at the 
moment. You must leave it or test it through the whole use of the 
cell. 

It is quite obvious, is it not, that the distinction of extra con- 
ductivity, and less internal resistance, would tend to be obliterated 
as you put it on to an outside resistance ?— Yes, the bigyer the 
outeide resistance. 

Do you thiuk it fair to take 5 obms as the least ordinary outside 
reeistauce upon which they would be put to work ?—I thipk во, 

The further hearing was adjourned. 


(T'o be continued.) 


NATIONAL TELEPHONE Co., LTD., v. CORPORATION OF 
KINGSTON-UPON- HULL. 


Он Saturday Mr. Justice Buckley, in the Chancery Division of 
the High Court of Justice, delivered his reserved judument in this 
case, which raised &n important point as to the position of local 
authorities under the Telegraph Act of 1899, empoweriug tre Post- 
master-General to license such authorities to lay down and work 
telephone sy«tems. 

His LonRpsnuHrP *aid that by the Telegraph Act of 1863, authority 
was given to certain companies to place and maiutain telegraphs 
under any street or public road, subject to a restriction that they should 
not do во within the district of auy city, or municipal borough or 
towu, baviug a population of 30,000 inhabitants or upwards, except 
with tbe conseut of the bodies having control of the streets, That 
Act applied only to companies authorised by special Act of Parlia- 
ment, and the plaintiff compauy was not such a company. By the 
Telegraph Act, 1868, authority was given to the Postmaster-General 
Tbe Post- 
master- General thus acquired the power, in Section 6 of the Act, to lay 
telegraphs under streets, but subject to the restriction of Section 9, 
which required the consent of the road authority. By the Telegraph 
Act of 1569, Section 4, the Postmaster-General obtaiued a monopoly 
in the transmissiun of telegrams except as by that Act provided, aud 
telegraph and telegrams were by Section 3 so derined as to include 
telephonic communication. In November, 1884, by a deed made 


bodies’ accounts. The accounts ought to be made out in such & 
form that the ratepayers could clearly understand what allowances 
had been made for deterioration, and во оп. According to his 
experience, notbing was more fallacious than figares unless they were 
checked bv people who understood what charges ougnt to be made, 
and who would see that all sums epent were properly placed where 
If accounts were made out in such а form he 
believed it would be & great deterrent to municipal trading, He 
aleo objected to the employ és of municipal bodies having votes, a8 
they were thereby able to bring pressure to bear with regard to the 
rate of wages and hours of labour. 

By Lord DE La ZoucH: The question of overcrowding on the 
tramcars was not a great matter, and he merely mentioned it to 
ehow that the Corparation made rules for itself which tended to 
increase their income, which they would not allow to a private com 
pany. Now the undertaking was in the hands of the Corporation 
there was no supervising body in the public interest, and therefore 
there was a distinct loss to the public as compared with the care: of 
body insisting on & private company serving the public 
ia the best possible way. With regard to the profits of one uader- 
taking going to make up а deficit on another, be did not know that 
that mattered, so long 88 it was clearly stated and fully underst »od 
what the result of each particolar undertaking was. He agreed, 
however, with tbe guggestion that where & profit was made on tram- 
ways it should be used for the redaction of fares. 
to Mr. FENWICE, WrrNESsS said that anything 
which could be equally as well doue by a private company as & 
pality ought to be left to the private company. 

find that all the great advances in manufacture had been made by 

private individuale and not by public bodies. Even if municipal 
bodies could do the work as efficiently ав private companies—which 
he did not admit—be wat atill opposed to them doing it, because it 

«mas not to the interests of the country that private enterprise should 

becrushed. He thought the tramways in Newcastle would be better 

worked by a private company. 

Answering Sir J. WooDHOUSE, WITNESS said the electric light 
- supply of Newrcas'le was in tbe hands of two companies ; bat be 
The supply was carried on perfectly 
to his satisfaction, except that as tbe Legislature limited the time of 
the electric lighting concern to 21 years it bad seriously affected 
Eugland as com with the other nations of Europe. He 
Delieved the charges for electricity in Newcastle were quite gatis- 
factory, and he believed the rate charged to the North-Eastern 
y Co. was the lowest he had ever heard of for electrical 
power. He believed the average price for lighting was about 3d. 

unit. He had a strong objection to Corporations carrying on 
tramwave. He was aware that Corporations had made a profit out 
of tramways, and believed that Glasgow was the mort successful. 

Tbey have reduced the fares to ап absolute mioimum-—to 44. ; 
could private enterprise do better than that ? - I have not seen their 
.accounts. 

Do you suggest that the accounts of Glasgow are made up 
improperly ?—1 cannot say. 

Could private enterprise do better or do as well 9—I believe 

rivate enterprise could do as well—I am quite sare of it. 

Could do it better 9—I can’t вау. 

You disapprove entirely of the policy and practice of Parliament 
in presenting these powers to municipalities ?—1 disapprove 
entirely. | | 

Mr. A. SMITH, town clerk of Birmingham, gave evidence with 

rd to the suggestion made at the previous sitting by Sir 8. 
Provis that there should be Government auditors for municipal 
He pointed out that it was absolutely necessary that а 
man with local knowledge should be entrusted with the duty. He 
preferred to keep the accounts of Birmin gham in the manner they 


would have по objection to that. 

always bad it in Birmingham. , 
Mir. Fexwick : Do you work your own tramways in Birmingham ? 

We have only within ths last few 
dis y s had a stiff fight in the House of Lords with the British Electric 
Traction Co. who have obtained the tramway? around Birmiug^am. 
We ovn our tramways, but they are at present leased. One lease 


ment enabling us to work them at the end of the lease. 

DIr. Автнов Kay, J.P., of the firm of Mcirthur & Co., Glasgow, 

said he was the second largest ratepayer iu Glasgow. Broadly 
ing, he was an opponent of municipal trading. and his object 

in coming there was to criticise the financial methods of the City of 


Glasgow. He wished to show that the City of Glasgow had a 
ресе паг way of managing ite loans. They had at various periods 


issued large loans, and were by Act of Parliament obliged to pro- 
wide 5 eivkiog fund. By a subsequent Act the Registrar who was 
the same as the treasurer, Was allowed to have tue management of 
this sinking fund, and instead of bringing up the stock, he used this 
ein king 

бо that when the loans fall due, you affiem that the City of 
a w will have to issue fresh loans because there will be no 
Liqusd capital to pay off these loans ?—They admit that. 

And your 


call attention to is the working of the 
eram ways 2— Yes ; the tramways have a peculiar system of working. 
"Гое tramways area great success ?—Certainly. 
they had been & great convenience to Glasgow and the 
ipnbsbilant ?— Unquestionably. 
Anda they apparently ehow а very large profit ?— Yes. 


Your allegation, as I understand it, is that the tramways cannot 
come upon the rates for a loss ? —That is quite correct. 

lf there were & loss on the tramway uudertaking, would it come 
on the fund which is called “the common good »9— Yes. 

And on the municipal councillors themselves? —Technically,I am 
told that is the case. x 

In order to obviate a loss, a certain portion of the expenditure 
which ought to be debited to the tramways account, has been 
debited to other accounts which come upon the ratepayers ?—That 
is 80. 
Continuing, WITNESS anid that, by an Act of 1883, the finance of 


. Glasgow was consolidated, and all the various undertakings of the 


city were made to fall upon the rates, except the tramways. A 
present the city was in the extraordinary position of having the 
telephones and the electric light undertakings on the tates, while 
the tramway undertaking was not up in the rates. The Cons lidating 
Act had given the most sweeping powers with regard to municipal 
trading, and, as many ratepayers believed, the most dangerous 
powers As he had stated, the siuking funds had been used in other 
municipal undertakings, and the result was the accumulation of 
what he would call а great commercial capital. Iu consequence 
of the financial policy pursued, while the total debt of Glasgow was 
about £13,0 10,000, yet fully half was not represented by script of 
any description. The tramways were not represented bv acript at 
all, but there was & loan from the Bank of England of £500,000; 8 
loan of £120,000 from the Union Bank of Scotlaud ; and £ 103,000 
sundry loans from private lenders, which made. with otber small 
figures, about £1,000,000. The tramway undertaking was financed 
entirely on what, if be could use the term, he would call“ open 
accounts." He did not ohj ct to the way in which the tramway 
accounts were k»pt, but to the lines on which the undertakiug was 
started. The result of the tramways, while perfectly satisfactory, 
were not such as he believed would have been arrived at by a 
private company. The undertaking Was favoured inasmuch as the 
road department 0 ге a large portion of the expenditure, which, he 
contended, ought to be charged to the tramway account. Whenever 
a street widening took place for a tramway, the whole of the cost 
was debited to the improvement account, and none to the tramway 
account, во that the tramways mav be look d upon а8 а sort of spoiled 
child of the city in the way that extraordinary facilities were granted 
to it. | 

By Mr. POWELL WIILIAAS: Roads which, for the last 20 years, 
had required widening, were widened directly they were want 
for tramway purposee. If only a portion of the cost were debited to 
the tramway undertaking, they might not say much about it. So 
long аз the tramways were worked by & private co npany, the 
Corporation refused to widen the roads; but directly the Corporation 
became the owners they bought ар the lund, and what was more, 
they puf up expensive property upon it. 

Iu further crors examination, WITNESS said that in Glasgow they 
could afford to pay & good man to mauage the tramways, and it was A 
good thing that the matter was left to offi uals. He contended, however, 
tbat the Town Couucil was established to look after the health and 
good government of the city, and not to launch out into all kinds of 
trading. The electric light undertaking of the Council had, so far, 
bardly managed to pay its way, and he did not believe a proper 
amount was written off for depreciation. Then they had the 
telephones which had had too short an existence for 
him to give an opinion upon, but the telephones had 
developed animosity between the Corporation and the National 
Telephone Co., and tbey had recently cut off the National 
Telephone Co. from the municipal buildings altugether. 
competition between a Corporation and a private enterprise 
degenerated into bad feeling, it showed what the davgers might be. 
He thouzht they ought to know whether the tramway extensions 
outside the City boundary paid. 

By Sir J. STIRLING MaxweLL: His complaint about the tram- 
ways was that the undertaking was given advantages which would 
not be given to а trading corporation. 
just recently, the private company had to pay very heavily for tne 
improvements. 

Replying to Sir J. WooDHOUSE, Witness said the tramway 
users got full benefit ny the reduction of fares to а minimum. 

The Committee adjourned. 


a 


Earl CREWE presided on Monday at u further sitting of the Joint 
Committee. 

Mr. Сналв. Н. WILSON, President of the Incorporated Society of 
Accountants, Mayor's auditor, and Chairman of the Parliameatary 
Committee of the City of Leeds, said he was in favour of provision 
being made for the more adequate and efficient audit of the 
accounts of municipalities by professional auditors only, who ought 
to be appointed by the respective municipalities, subject to the 
approval of the Local Government Board. He was strongly 
opposed to any extension of the audit department of 
the Local Government Board. It was requisite, when trading 
concerns were carried on, that auditors should be familiar 
with tbe drawing ot trading and profit and loss accounts aud 
palance-sheets. In trading operations carried оа by municipal 
authorities, & standard form of accounts should be presented by the 
Local Government Board, in consultation with the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants, the Incorporated Society of Accountants and 
Auditors, and the Incerporated Institute of Municipal Treasurers 
and Accountants. Separate accounts should be kept for each under- 
taking carried оп, and the profit and loss accouut should be clearly 
shown after making all necessary allowances for depreciation. In 
this connection he pointed out that all the plant aud equipment 
should be properly maintained in perfect working order, 83 
obviously, it this were not done, the revenue-earning capacity of the 
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undertaking would be seriously interfered with. The heads of 
departments should be required to certify that this has been done. 
This was not dependent on the operation of the sinking fund, nor 
апу extra depreciation fund which it might be thonght necessary 
to set up. The net profits of any municipal ündertsking sbeuld be 
paid over to the account of the borough fund. Therefore any loss 
‘which might result from the trading department should also be 
made good out of the rater, but the balance of profit from one 
department should not be transferred to meet the loss of another 
department. 

Iu crost-examination, Witness said he was not in favour of muni- 
cipalities running tramways at cost price, because a number of 
people who were not ratepayers were carried. Corporations ought 
to be allowed to invest their einking fund in their own under- 
takings. Не was not in favour of muoicipalising everything, and 
thought the operations of Corporations should be confined to the 
things they now went in for. 

Mr. JEEVES, town clerk of Leeds, said the accounts of munici- 
palities were well k“ pt, and all separate items properly chargeable 
to the undertaking were so charged. His own opinion was that a 
Government audit would not change the positions of various under- 
takings. While agreeinz with the suggestion that certain street 
improvements should be charged to tremways, he would point out 
that this could not be done save by special power. They bad to 
make a return to the Local Government Board with regard to the 
electric light undertaking, and he should think it would be easy to 
compare auch accounts with the accounts of electric lighting com- 

vies. 

ES SHIRLEY Prices, M. I. E. E., of the firm of Messre. Wheatley, 
Kirk, Price & Co., engineering valuers, eaid it was absolutely 
necessary to write off depreciation in the case of electric lighting, 
electric p' wer and tramway undertakings. If they took the plant 
of an electric lighting undertaking erected 10 years ago at the cost 
of £50,000, he would be a bold man who would вау that the actual 
value of в ich а concern to-day was anvthing like half that amonnt. 
If no depreciation were made the profit and loss account would be 
wrong to that extent This depreciation must be made quite 
separate from the sinking fand which was to replace loans. When 
they were dealing with machinery and plant this depreciation was 
bound to take place. although it would be accelerated or retarded 
by the method of maintenance. No practical man would dispute 
the fact that depreciation did take place, but the extent of the 
depreciation depended on a variety of conditions, some of which 
were beyond the control of the user. If the user took pride in his 
plant, he would maintain it at a high standard, and by so doing 
minimise the depreciation, but under the best conditions deprecia- 
tion must take place. In new enterprises this had been particularly 
the case owing to new inventions and improvements. He supposed 
there was scarcely an electric station about five years old which 
had not had to discard costly plant, some scarcely used, in orderto 
replace with some new invention giving more economical and 
desirable results. He knew it was the rule for private companies to 
at once write off such discarded plant, but he did not know what 
municipalities did. There was only one way in which the proper 
amount could be written off accurately for depreciation, and that was 
by the actual examination by an expert valuer. He knew of no 
Corporation which bad ad^pted the principle of periodical valua- 
tion, but it was а c.mmon custom amongst high-class engineering 
firms to have such valuations. 

In answer to various members of the Committee, WiTnFss said 
that the first valuation as he had suggested in the case of Leeds, 
would probably cost £2,0 O or £3,000, and he thought it would be 
a practical thing for a Government valuer to be appointed to value 
municipal properties. 

Me Јонм ASTILE, of the Battersea Municipal Alliance, gave 
evidence with regard to the growing debt and rates of Battersea, 
aud drew attention to the way in which the work carried out by the 
works department of the borough had largely exceeded the 
estimates. In the case of the municipal electric lighting under- 
taking there in 1901—32, the working expenses were £4,24° 2s. 6d.; 
the interest on loan, £3,429 128.; and the principal repaid, £379 
148. 7d. The revenue for the year was £4,203 2s 5d, showing a 
loss of £3,849 63. 8d. Since the elec'ric light undertaking first 
commenced there had been a loss to the ratepayers of £9,000, and 
no allowance had been made for depreciation. He deprecated the 
easy facilities given by the London County Council for the obtain- 
ing of loans, and thought the County Council ought not to make a 
profit on such loans. 


SHEFFIELD CORPORATION BILL. 


On 23rd and 24th ult. a Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Heywood Johnstone, considered the 
Omnibus Bill of the Sheffield Corporation. Parts of the Bill were 
opp»sed by the Electrical Traders’ Association of Sheffield. 

Mr. BaaGauuay, K C., who represented the Corporation, said the 
third part of the Bill related tu tramways, but the promoters did 
not propose to proceed with the portion relating to new tramways, 
but only with the portion which related to the making of a tunnel 
for the purpose of carrying cables for the transmission of electrical 
energy to certain portions of the tramways. In Part 4 the Corpora- 


tion sought various powers with regard to the supply of electrical 


motors and apparatus. 

Tue Committee having dealt with the portion of the Bill con- 
cerning waterworks, 

Mr. HASSETT, who represerted the Electrical Traders’ Association, 
stated that an arrangement had been come to between the parties 
with regard to the electrical portion of the Bill, and the following 
-ubstituted clause 26 had been agreed upon :— 

`1. The Corporation may purchase and may supply, sell and let 


for hire, but shall not manufacture, electric motors, apparatus and 
things for cooking, heating, ventilating and for motive powers, and 
may provide materials and do all work necessary and proper for the 
fixing, setting up, connecting with supply mains, alteration, repair, 
Or removal thereof, and may take such remuneration in money or 
tuch rents or purchase for and make such terms and conditions with 
respect to such eupply, selling, letting, or use, setting-up or altering, 
or repairing or removal, and for securing the safety and return to 
the Corporation of such motore, apparatus and tbiogs as may be 
agreed upon between the Corporation and the persons to or for 
wbom the same are sold, supplied, fixed or set up; and the pro- 
visions of Sec. 25 of the Electric Lighting Act of 1882 shall extend 
and apply to all such apparatus and things. 

"2. Any expense incurred by theCorporation incarrying into effect 
the provisione of this section shall be deemed to be expenses 
incurred by the Corporation under tbe Electric Lighting Aot of 
1882, and not otherwise provided for, and the provisions of Seca, 7 
and 8 of that Act shall extend and apply accordingly to such 
expenses. 

"3. Any moneys received by the Corporation under this section 
shall be applied in manner provided by Article 61, paragraph B of 
the Sbeffield Electric Lighting Order of 1892." 

This part of the Bill was then agreed to, and the Committee pro- 
ceeded to deal with matters not electrical. 


Roya Commission ON Lox DON TRAFFIC. 


. Вв Davip BARBOUR (chairman) presided over a further meeting of 


the Royal Commission on London Locomotion held at the West- 
miuster Palace Hotel on Friday. 

Mr. E. HARPAB, statistical officer of the London County Council, 
occupied the witnese-box all day, and submitted an immense 
number of statistics relative to London population and the difficulty 
of housing the workpeople He expressed the opinion that 
travelling facilities were of the utmost importance for dealing with 
the problem of housing, and contended that there must be some 
inducement given to workmen to live further out from the centre. 
He showed that rents in the central area do not represent the true 
commercial standsrd, and that the differences between the rest of 
tbe county and extra-London are sufficient to cover a workman's 


travelling expenses and extra cost of meals. He thought that wc rk- 


men’s trains should be increased, and that the maximum charge 
should be 2d. for 20 miles—10 miles each way. 

WITNESS was exsmired at some length as to the question of on 
whom shall fall the loss arising from the provision of a cheap means 
of transit, and he held that there was a precedent in the Cheap 
Trains Act for the loss falling on the carriers. 

Bir J. DiuspALE put it to witness that what his contention really 
came to was tbat the ehareholders in railway companies, who found 
the money to constru t railwave, were to bear the cost. 

Witness admitted that what was for the benefit of the whole 
community ought to be borne by the whole community, but pointed 
out that the community had dealings with the railway companies 
and granted them privileges, and thus had the sight to expect 
something in return. When railway promoters came before Parlia- 
ment, they bad certain powers and certain obligations conferred 
upon them, and shareholders subscribed money in the light of 
having both privileges and obligations, 

Replying to Sir J. Dickson Роухрев, WiTNESS thought that the 
great trunk lines could assist in solving tbe problem by having 
branch li:.es, and pointed out what the Great Eastern Co. had done 
in this way. In the case of the Waterloo and City Railway, no 
doubt that had relieved the stre-ts of cab traffic to sume extent by 
affording passengers by the London and South-Western Railway a 
quick and easy means of reacbing the city. 

Witness proceeded to deal with the omnibus traffic, and gave a 
great many figures relative to the rates charged for workmen, and 
further showed the approximate speeds per hour on the “Tube” 
and other underground railways. He suggested that extensions 
underground of railways and tramways through the central area 
would relieve both pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the streets. 
He referred to the effects produced in the case of the Central 
London Railway aud the electric tramways which feed it, and sag- 
gested the provision of cheap travelling facilities into and out of 
London in every direction. 


CuaBiING Cross, Euston AND HaMPSTEAD RaILwAY BILL. 


THE Cbaring Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway Bill came 
bt fore the Earl of Belmore's Select Committee of the House of 
Lords on Wednesday last week. Counsel fur the promoters were 
Mr Balfour Browne, K. C, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Ross 

The promoters’ case was opened by Mr. BaLFouR BnownsE. He 
said that the promoters, the Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead 
Railway Co. desired, in the Bill, to have powers to acquire a cer- 
tain small piece of property for the purposes of a station at North 
Eud, Hampstead. They also required powers to make some altera 
tion in one of the clauses of the Bill. The Tube liue already autho- 
rised ran from Charing Cross, under the Charing Cross Road, Hamp- 
stead Road to Euston Station, ard from Euston Station to Camden 
Town. At the latter place the line branched off, cne portion going 
to Kentish Town and Highgate Hill, and the othr, really a con- 
tinuation of the main line, proceeding to Hampttead and Golder’s 
Green, at which place there was a terminus, In the course of time, 
no doubt, that portion of the line would be continued to Watford. 
Motor carriages would be used on the line, as it was found that they 
did not cause so much vibration as separate locomotives did. Dealing 
with the question of the clause, he said that there was at one time a 


Vol 53. No. 1,336, Jury 3, 1903.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 9 


proposal to transfer a line from Golder's Green to Edgware to the 
promotera. The London County Council objected to that, and the 
clanres providing for that transfer were accordingly struck out of the 
original Bill. The same body, the London County Council, now 
ohjected to clause 31. That clause was for the purpose of giving 
effect to an agreement between the promoters of the present scheme 
and the Underground Co., by which agreement the latter company 
were to supply the promoters with the necessary current for work- 
ing the line. The original Bill sought power to lease the whole 
undertaking to the Underground Co., but this was struck out by the 
Select Committee of the Huse of Commons when they considered 
the Bill. Counsel said that the Underground Co. was a company 
which had been formed for the purpose of generating and supply- 
ing on a very large scale the current required by a number of the 
tuba railways of London. It would ba seen, therefore, that the 
company could supply electricity very cheaply. In fact, the 
ear ee could supply current at a cheaper rate than the railway 
coul J 

Mr. Рогтоск, К.С. (for the London County Council), said that 
what the Couucil objected to, were the words in the clause work- 
ing and handling traffic.” The Council wanted to prevent a 
limited company from working a statutory rails ay. Working,” 
said counsel, is a word which means a good deal in railway 
matters.” 

As this point the CHAIBMAN of the Committee suggested that 
perbaps the objection migbt be met by the insertion of the word 
“electrical” before the word working 

Mr Тномав (for the promoters) intimated that the promoters 
would ace: pt that. 

Mr. Perks was then called and gave evidence very briefly, saying 
that what the promoters required, was that the control of the elec- 
trical working of the line and the men employed in that working 
sould be under the control of the Underground Co., who supplied 
the current. 

Mr Porrock, K.C. (for the London County Council) addressed 
the Committee. 

Mr. Үввкев who was called on behalf of the promoters’ case, 
said that it was moet important that the working of the line 
should be under one head. The promoters had, unfortunately, 
given up their powers to generate the recessary electricity for their 
line. It was most e«sential that the engineers and mechanics who bad 
to control the working of the lines should themselves be under the 
control of the company supplying the current  Sbould the word 


electrical be inserted, it would meau that the only man оп a train 


who would be under the control of the company, would be the man 
in charge of the motor. It was not the intention of the Under- 
ground Co. to interfere iniany other way with the working of the line. 
It was not intended to control the company, and they (the com- 
pany) had now given up all ideas of leaurg the undertaking to 
them They merely required to have control of the men who 
worked the trains, signals and the lifts 

WiITKESS, cruss-examived by Mr. Porrock, K C., said that be had 
suppli d electricity to many companies, aud iu every case there 
was some arrangement by which the company supplying the 
carrent had some control over the men engaged in the working of 
the line. i 

Re-examined by Mr. THOMAS: There was no intention of inter- 
fering with the rates ànd cbargea or fares, or any of the managerial 
work in connection with the working of the railway. All tbe com- 
pany desired was to have supervision over the actual working of the 
trains. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, the engineer to the company, was called to give 
evidence with revard to the proposed purchase of property at 
North End for the purpose of a station. He said also that there 
was а propoeal to alter the level of the line were it passed under 
Golder s Hill. 

Evidence h ving been concluded, the question of the clause was 
again con-idered. | 

Mr. PoLLock suggested that the words and tbe use of such 

or current on" might perhaps be substituted for the words 
“for the working and bandling of traffic.” Another suggestion he 
made was that the agreement should be subject to the approval of 
the Board of Trade. : 

Mr. THOMAS (for the promoters) considered that the suggestion 
with regard to the Board of Trade wab without precedent. Every- 
thing on the railway was subject to the Board of Trade. If sucha 
suggestion were carried out it would be a dangerous extension of 
the ordinary law. With regard to the clause, all they asked for 
was that the y should enter into an agreement with the Underground 
Co. for the electrical working of the line. 

The Chairman at this point ordered the room to be cleared. 

After couferri g for some minutes, the CHAIRMAN said that having 
considered the matter of the clause, the Committee could not see 
tbat there was much difference in the two suggestions. However, 
they had agrecd that the clause should be as suggested by the pro- 
moters, and that it should be subject to the approval of the Board 
of Trade. They accordingly found the preamble proved. 


Crry AND South Lonpon ELECTRIC RAILWAY. 


Tux Earl of Belmore's Select Committee of the House of Lords 
bad this Bill before them for several days last week. The Bill had 
already passed a Select Committee of the Commons earlier in the 
presens session. | 

Counsel for the promoters were Mr. Moon and Mr. Н Lloyd. 

Opposition to the Bill came from the Metropolitan Railway Co., 
represented by Sir Ralph Littler, K.O., who petitioned on the 
ground of competition. 

In opening the case for the promoters, Mr. Moon explained that 
the Bill sought to empower the company to construct and work a 


length of tube railway from the Augel, Islington, to King's Cross 
aud Enston, as a continuation of the existing line. Another pro- 
posal of the Bill was to authorise the company to take over the 
construction of the already authorised line to Brixton, and in con- 
nection with that line to make a tunnel under the river, and to 
construct a new station at King William Street. Dealing with the 
first part of the scheme—the Angel-Euston line— counsel said that 
it was considered t be a most desirable improvement. At present 
the line ended at Islington. At Islington there was the Agricul- 
tural Hall, snd the only way of reaching that place from the North 
and North- West at the present time was by way of King's Cross or 
the North London Railway. The extension to Euston would be a 
valuable addition to the means of transit in L don, for it would 
place the North in direct communication with the South. That a 
large traffic was carried South was shown by the fact that one third 
of the passengers who booked at the Angel were carried to the 
extreme south of the line. 

Mr. C. G Mort, the chairman of the line, was the first witness 
called. He gave evidence of the number of passengers carried, and 
was cross-examined by Sir Ralph Littler for the Metropolitan 
Railway Co. : 

Sir BENJAMIN ВАКЕВ, the engineer to the company, gave 
engineering evidence of a similar nature to that given by him before 
the Commons Committee. 

Cross-examined by Sir RALPH, WiTNESS said that it was true that 
the proposed extension did not carry out the recommendation of 
the Joint Committee of Tube Railways, that such lines should run to 
the circumference of London. That defect would be obviated, 
however, by the services of the Great Northern, Midland, and the 
London and North-Western Railways. To carry luggage on a 
railway such as this, with a two-minute service, would greatly dis- 
locate traffic. 

A large number of local witnesses were then called. бо. 

Mr. Turnbull, general superintendent of the London and North- 
Western Railway Co., Mr. Forbes, general manager of the London, 
Brighton and South Coast Railway Co., and Mr. Mathieson, general 
manager to the Midland Railway Co., aleo spoke in favour of the 
Bill, Mr. Forbes saying that the line would be very convenient for 
the long-distance traffic between the Midlands and the South Coast 
watering places. | 

On Friday Alderman Dew, L.C.C., said that the National Associa- 
tion for the Extension of Workmen's trame, of which association he 
was secretary, was strongly in favour of the extension. 

Mr. T. C. JENKIN, the general manager of the company, was also 
called in support. This concluded the case for the promoters. 

Sir RaLPH LITTLER (for the Metropolitan Railway) said that he 
would call witnesses before addreseing the Committee. 

Mr. A. C. ELLIS, the general manager of the Metropolitan Co., 
was then called. He considered that his company provided all the 
accommodation required by their Gower Street station. Wnen bis 
company’s line was electrified there would be an increased service, 
with similar rolling stock to that on the City and South London 
Railway. He thought that his company should have some pro- 
tection at a time when they were expending large sums in electri- 
fying their ra lway. 

Sir RALPH LrTTLER having addressed the Committee, Mr. Moon 
replied on behalf of the promoters, With regard to the electrifica- 
tion of the Metropolitan Railway, he said that it was true that the 
company were electrifying the line, but they were electrifying the 
whole line, and the large sums talked about were not beng spent 
only on the short portion with which it was contended the South 
London line would compete. Аа: 

At the conclusion of ccunsel’s speech, the Committee, without 
clearing the room, found the preamble proved and the Bill was 
ordered to proceed. 


GOSPORT AND FAREHAM TRAMWAYSS. 


Тне Bill of the Portsmouth Tramway Со. was before a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords last week, presided over by Lord 
Hatberton. Mr. J. D. Fitzgerald, KC, Mr. A C. Worth and 
Mr. L. Macassey appeared for the promoters; the opponents being 
represented by Mr. Pember, K C., and Mr. Page, К C. 

In opening the csse, Mr. FITZGERALD said the Bil! was one pro- 
moted by the Portsmouth Tramway Co. with the object first of 
equipping the Gosport tramways with electric traction, and to 
extend them to Alverstoke, which was being done at the express 
desire of the Urban District Council of Gosport and Alverstoke. 
The second object of the Bill was to construct an additional tram- 
way from Alverstoketo Fareham; through Fareham to Purtchesterand 
Cosham, where a junction would be formed with the recently 
opened Horndean and Portsdown Light Railway —a railway which 
belonged to the Provincial Tramways Co., who were also the 
owners of the share capital of the Portsmouth Tramway Co. 
The only opponents of the Bill were the London and South-Western 
Railway, who alleged that the trams would compete unfairly with 
their line, but learued counsel said he thought he would be able to 
show the Committee that there was nothing serious in the 
opposition. 

Mr. A. W. WHITE gave evidence in favour of the Bill. He said 
he was the original promoter of the Portsmouth Street trams, the 
Gosport Street trame, and the Horndean and Portsdown Light . 
Railway. Before the construction cf the Portsmouth tramways, the 
ouly public means of convey auce were two omnibuses ; whereas now 
the tramways carried 360,000 passengers a week, or the population 
of Portsmouth twice over. The light railway line had succeeded 
beyond all expectation. It was contemplated that the entire tram- 
way would serve a population of about 300 000. He agreed that 
tbe existing train service was well worked by the London and 
Boutb-Western Railway as far as through traffic was concerned, but 
it was practically of no use for purposes o? local traffic. 
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Mr. H. W. SANDFORD, chairman of the Gosport District Council, 
having given evidence in favour of the Bill, Sir CHARLES OWEN, 
the general manager of the London and South-Western Railway, 
gave evidence against the proporal. He contended that it would be 
unfair to his company to allow of the construction of the proposed 
tramwav, which throughout practically its whole route would run 
parallel with his company's line. They did not object to the 
electrification of the existing line, nor to the construction of the 
sbort piece of line into Gosport what they objected to was a 
through line which would take away their traffic 

After hearing counsel in opposition to the Bill, the Committee 
found the preamble proved, except in the case of the proposed line 


from the boundary of Fareham to Cosham. 


BRIGHTON CORPORATION TEKAMWAYS. | 
А ВегЕст Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by 
Lord Hatberton, was on 25th aud 26th uit. engaged iu the 
consideraticn of the Brighton Cerporation Bill which seeks to 
authorise tbe Corporation to construct and work additional electric 
tramways in the borough. and run motor-omnibuses in connection 
therewith. Mr. Pember, K C., Mr. C. Baggallay, K.C., and Mr. G. J. 
Ta bot represented the promoters 

Mr. Px Mu BER, in opening the case, said it was proposed by the Bill 
to extend tbe tramway system by the construction of a tramway to 
connect Brighton station with tbe Pavilion riá Queen's Road and 
North Read ; another up Terminus Road and Buckingbam Place to 
Seven Dials ; a third from Seven Dials down Montpelier Road; а 
fourth from Seven Dials up Dyke Road; and a short length of line 
along Gold+mid Road from Seven Diale to the city boundary. They 
also wished for powers to run motor-omnibuses, and to charge a 
higher fare on the Elm Grove route on race days. The proposed 
lines would add about 3 miles to the existing system. There was 
a great deal of opposition from frontagers, and in the case of the 
motor-omnibuses, they were opposed by the emnibus company. 
The petition by the National Telephone Co. had been withdrawn. 

Ald. J. C. BuckwELL, the Mayor, gave evidence, and stated that 
the Corporation had already spent £190,000 on tramway, aud on an 
average they carried about 20,000 passengers a day on 64 miles of 
tramways. The earnings for the year endi:g March 31st. were 
£43,700, and the total expenditure, including interest and sinking 
fund, was £39 563, which left a net profit of £4,135 on the year's 
working. The Corporation proposed to run motor-omnibuses outside 
the borough if tbey found it advisable. 

Mr Ald. SrAFFOBD, chairman of the Tramways Committee, stated 
that the tramways had been a great success. Ample funds were 
get aride to keep them in perfect condition. 

Mr. KIxcaiD, consulting engineer to the Corporation, believed 
the scheme was a satisfactory and workable one, and likely to give 
good results. 

WiTNkSS was questioned by Sir R. Lirtter, K C. (who repre- 
sented tbe gas company), with reference to electrolysis, and said he 
did not think any protective clause was necetsary for the gas com- 
pavy. The Bill contained the model clauses with reference to 
electrolytic action. | 

Mr. Т. HoLLipAY, the tramways manager, was questioned with 
regard to the gradients, and said there were worse gradients on 
existing routes where the tramways had worked satiefactorily. 

In cross- examination, he said he was not aware that any damage 
had been done to the gas company’s property by the tramway. The 
gas company had made claims upon the Corporation, but the 
Council had repudiated liability, acting on his advice, aa the damage 
bad nothing to do with the trams. As a rue, a well-conducted 
electric tramway appreciated the value of the property it passed 
near. The inclusive cost of electric energy was lid per unit, and 
the working expensts per car-mile were 9˙2d. and the revenue 10 1d. 
per mile. 

The Brighton cars were equipped with three brakes to prevent 
accidents, and they had not had a single a cident. They had 
gradients at Br'ghton far worse than at Chatbam, and they had not 
had an accident. 

A great deal of local evidence was then called. 

Mr 5. SELLON, electrical engineer, was called with reference to the 
question raised as to electrolytic action. He stated that a Joint Com- 
mittee of both Houses of Parliament bad inquired into the matter, 
and the Board of Trade had roade regulatior 8 with respect to it. 
Application for an extension of these regulations had been refused. 
The Bill before the Committee contained the model provision 
approved by the Roard of Trade and Parliament, and that waa 
sufficient. Speaking generally, he thought that no danger need be 
apprehended in any properly constructed tramways. 

Sir R. LirTLER banded in several pieces of partially fused pipe, 
some of which he said bad been taken frum Ship Street. 

WITNESS eaid these were examples of fusion of the whole pipe, 
which had been melted, indicating a short circuit from the electric 
light wires, and this could never occur in connection with an 
electric tramway that was properly constructed. It only occurred 
in cases of faulty construction, and had. 1n fact, only been known 
to happen in America. Under certain conditions of soil small 
currents would produce electrolytical action. 

On Monday further evidence was given by Mr. 8 SELLON, with 
regard to electrolytic action. Witnees was shown some pieces of 
damaged gas pipe and said the damage might be due to ordinary 
corrosion. Не did not see tbat there was any need for a special 
clause to be inserted in the Bill. 

Some more local witnesses were called with reference to the value 
of property, and the case for the promoters was closed. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee considered that 
no case bad been made out for tne proposed tramway along the 


Montpelier Road, and that would have to be struck out. They 
refused, however, to allow coste to the objectors. 

Mr. Freeman, K.C., then addressed the Committee on behalf of 
the London and Brighton Railway, in opposition to the suggested 
tramways at Brighton Station. The company, he said, were not 
opposing in any hostile spirit, they did not object to tramways, but 
the scheme suggested would most seriously iuterfere with their 
traffic arrangements, as it would turn their forecourt into a public 
thoroughfare between tramways 3 and 4. 

Ic was announced that the Corporation and the omnibus company 
had come to terms, the Corporation agreeing not to run motor- 
omnibuses along certain routes for а period of three years. The 
Committee again adjourned. 


i 


PoNTYPBRIDD TRaMways BILL. 


A SELECT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. Bond, on 25th, 26th and 27th ult. considered the Pontypridd 
Tramways Bill. | 

Mr. RAM, K.C., represented the promoters, and said that the Ponty- 
pridd Urban District Council sought to construct a tramway which 
would connect the existing tram ways from Cilfynyod and Treforest 
with the Rhondda Valley, and they proposed to have powers to 
run over the Rhondda Valley Tramway. It was proposed to leave 
the road at Mill Street and go under the Taff Vale Railways, and 
for this purpose a new road would be made. | 

A large amount of local evidence was called in support of the 
Bill. and the C: mmittee found the preamble proved. 

Mr. Pace, К.С, on behalf of the frontagers of Mill Street, sub- 
mitted a clause providing that the proposed tramway should not be 
constructed unless avd until the promoters should have satisfied 
the Board of Trade that the road was of sufficient width to allow 
the working of the new tramways. 

The Committee refused to introduce such a proviso. 


Shropshire, Worcestershire and East Denbighshire Electric Power Bill, 
—On Tuesday this Bill came before Earl Morley's Committee of the 
House of Lords. The object of the Bill is to incorporate a company 
with a capital of £450,000 to supply electric energy for power 
purposes. The area of supply will be the whole of the counties of 
Salop and Worcestershire, and a part of the County of Denbighshire. 


` Lands for generating stations are scheduled at Hadley, Upper 


Mitton аа Llangollen. There was no opposition to the Bill, and 

the preamble was found proved. 
Hastings Tramways | Bill.—The Committee of the House of 

Commons reportiug on this Bill to the House, states that it 


“authorises the construction of extension tramways within the 


county borough of Hastings, and extends the peri ds limited by 
former Acts for the compulsory purchase of lands for the construc- 
tion of the tramways and works authorised by the Hastings Tram- 
ways Act, 1900. It is propored to enable the promoters to pay 
interest out of capital within the time limited by the Bill for tneir 
construction, and the Committee having beard evidence that the 
payment of such iuterest will naturally facilitate the raising of the 
capital, and that a considerable portion will be subscribed locally, 
consider that under tt e circun stances the payment of such interest 
is reasonable, and they have allowed the same. 

orth- Western Electricity and Power Саз. —Eleven petitions have 
been deposited in the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons 
against the above Bill, including petitions from the Northwich 
Electric Supply Co., the Altriucham Electric Supply Co., the 
Stalybridge and Dukinfield Tramways aud Electricity Board, and a 
number of local authorities. 

Manchester Corporation Bill —This Bill, which authorises, amongst 
other matters, the Corpcration to constract certain small sections 
of tramways and allows further borrowing powers of £10,5(0 in 
respect of tramwaye, came before Lord Morley's Committee on 
Friday, and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

West Bromwich Corporation Bill.—Earl Morley's Committee on 
Unopposed Bills considered the above measure, which seeks to 
repeal certain sections of the Corporation’s Act of 1900 providing 
that a space of not less than 9 ft. 6 in. should intervene between 
the nearest tramway rail and the footpath. This bas been found 
impracticable, and the Corporation wish, with the consent of two- 
thirds of the owners, to construct tramways with less space. The 
Bill was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Hull Corporation Bill.—A Select Committee of the House of 
Commons under the chairmanship of Mr. Heywood Johnstone, was 
engaged in the consideration of this Bill on 25th and 26th ult. A 
number of matters were dwelt with in the Bill. Mr. White, the 
city engineer, pave evidence with regard to the tramway portion, 
and explained that the object of the tramways sought to be 
authorised was to link up tramways already authorised or in opera- 
tion, and to open up fresh routes into the centre of the city by way 
of Alfred Gelder Street, High Street, over Drypool Bridge, along 
Clarence Street to Holuerness Road, and also by way of Cottingham 
Road. There was no opposition to this part of the Bill, and it was 
passed, as was also a clause relating to the acquisition of lands for 
the construction of a generating station on the north side of Osborne 
Street. | 

Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Bill.—On 26th ult. the above 
Bill, which provided for the extension of time for the acquisition of 
lands and construction of the Baker Street and Waterioo Railway, 
came before the House of Commons Committee on Unopposed Bills 
and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Dudley, lourd ide and District Tramways,—It is reported that 
all opposition to tbis Bill bas been withdrawn, and, accordingly, it 
will be referred to the Unopposed Committee. 
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Standing Orders.—The Standing Orders Committee of the House 
of Lords has reported that the Standing Orders not complied with 
ought to be dispensed with in the case of the following Bills, and 
the parties be allowed to proceed :— Metropolitan District Railway 
(Various Powers), Wigan Corporation Tramways, Romford and 
District Tramways, and the Beckenham U.D. Council. In the case 
of the Stroud and District Tramways Bill, iit will be allowed to pro- 
ceed, subject to the names of James Grainger Bellamy and Alex. 
Siemens being struck ont. 

Rochester Corporation Tramways.—The Standing Orders Committee 
of the House of Commons have decided that in the case of the above 

‚ВШ, the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with, and the 
parties be permitted to proceed. 


L.C.C. ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 


AT s meeting of the Council on Tuesday, the Highways Committee 
recommended that tŁey should be authorised to prepare plans, speci- 
fications, and estimates of the cost of reconstructing for the 
conduit system of electric traction the following existing tram- 
ways and constructing for the same system the new tramways 
mentioned as already authorised: 


l.—ExisfiNG TRAMWAYS FOR CONDUIT SYSTEM. 
uh Moorgate Street terminus, ria City Roa“, to the Angel public-house 
T 


2. Angel, Islington, cla High Street and Upper Street to Highbury Station, 
North London Railway. 


3. High Street, Islington, ria Essex Road, to St. Paul’s Road. 
4. Holborn, ria Gray's Inn Road, to King's Cross. 


5. „нерн! Road, ría Clerkenwell Road and Old Street, &c., to Cambridge 
Road. 


6. Mile End Road, ria Cambridge Road and Heath, Mare Street and Lower 
and Upper Clapton Road, to Stamford Hill. 


7. Old Street, ria Great Eastern Street, Commercial Street and Leman Street, 
to nesr London 


Docks. 

8. Clerkenwell Road, ria Farringdon Road, King's Cross Road, to King's 
Cross. 

9. Kings Cross, via Pentonville Road to the Angel, Islington. 

10. Aldersgate Street, ria Goswell Road to the Angel, Islington. 

ll. High Street, Whitecbapel, via Commercial Road, Commercial Road East, 
and East India Dock Road to Brunswick Road. 

12. East India Dock Road to tramway terminus in West India Dock Itoad. 

13. Aldgate terminus, ria High Street, Whitechapel, and Whitechapel Road 
to Cambridge Road. 

14. Hampstead Road terminus to south side of I.. and N.W.R. bridge near 
Ampthill Square. 

16. Norton Folgate, vía High Street, Shoreditch, Kingsland Road and High 
Street, Stoke Newington, to Upper Clapton Road. 


la.— AUTHORISED NEw TRAMWAYS. 

1. Farringdon Road Meat Market, via St. John Street and St. John Street 
Road, to the Angel, Islington. 

2. Holborn Town Hall, ría Rosebery Avenue, to 8t. John Street Road. 

8. Brunswick Road, ria East India Dock Road, to county boundary at Barking 
Road Bridge. 

The Highways Committee als» recommended that the undernoted 
lines should be reconstructed or constructed for the overhead trolley 
system :— 

2.—ExisriNG Tramways FOR TROLLEY BYRTEM. Я 

1. East India Dock Road, ria Burdett Road, to Cassland Road terminus. 


9. Cambridge Road, via M:le End Road and Bow Road, to the county boundary 
at Bow Bridge. 


8. City Road, cia East Road, Bridport Place, New North Road, Southgate 
Road, Mildmay Park and Green Lanes, to the Manor House. 


4. Mintern Street, cia New North Road, Canonbury Road and Holloway Road, 
to Archway Tavern. 


5. Mare Street, Hackney, via Graham Road, Dalston Lane, and Ball's Pond 
Road, to Essex Road. i 


6 High Street, Islington, ria Liverpool Road, to Holloway Road. 
7. Caledonian Road (from near Pentonville Road) to Holloway Road. 
8. Pancras Road, ria Great College Street, to Kentish Town Road. 


9. Hampstead Road, ria Camden Road, Parkhurst Road and Seven Sisters 
Road, to Finsbury Park. 


2 Hampstead Road, ria Kentish Town Road and Junction Road, to Archway 
ern. 


11. Kentish Town Road, ria Highgate Road, to terminus at Swain's Lane. 

13, Kentish Town Road, via Prince of Wales Road, to Malden Road. 

13. Hampstead Road, from south side of L. & N. W. R. bridge near Ampthill 
Squsre, ria High Street, Camden Town, Chalk Farm Road, Ferdinand Street, 
Malden Road, Southampton Road, Fleet Ror d, Agincourt Road and Constantine 
Read, to Hampstead Heath. 

24.—AvTHORISED NEw LINES, 


L Cassland Road terminus to Dagmar Ro 


R ad. 
2. Lower Clapton Road, via Kenninghall Road and Evering Road, to Stoke 
Newington " 


3. Junction between Ball's Pond Road (existing lines) and Mildmay Park 
(existing lines). 

4. Essex Road, ria St. Paul's Road, to Canonbury Road. 

5. Great College Street, via Crowndale Road, to High Street, Camden Town. 
6. Malden Road, ria Prince of Wales Road, to Haverstook Hill. 

Mr. 8. Low, on the report coming forward for consideration, sug- 
gested that it should be postponed as negotiations were proceeding 
about which the chairman of the Committee would probably inform 
the Council. There was also another reason why the report should 
be adjourned, as it had been agreed that it should be discussed in 
conjunction with another report, which was not before the Council 
on that occasion, on the cost of electric traction. 

Mr. Collins asked whether the chairman would bring up estimates 
of the cost of the proposed new electric tramways. 

Mr. J. W. Benn, in reply, remarked that Mr. Low had anticipated 
the suggestion which he was about to make. In view of the con- 
lerence which was to take place with the borough councils on the 
following day on the question of the systems for the northern lines, 
it was evidently necessary that tbe report should be postponed until 
next week, and then the other report, which by inadvertence had 
been omitted, would be reinstated and Mr. Low would be able to 
discuss the overhead and conduit systems. With regard to Mr. 
Collins'a question, he said that the second report contained the figures 
which he desired. 


The consideration of the report was then postponed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Cobden Club and Foreigners. 


As I see that some people are still labouring under the 
delusion that the Cobden Clab is composed of foreigners, 
will you permit me to state categorically in your columns 
that the only foreigners who are in any way connected with 
the club are honorary members who pay no subscription, and. 
have no part in directing the policy of the club. They have 
been elected honorary members solely as a recognition 
of their services in advocating the cause of free trade in 
their own countries. 


Harold Cox, 
Secretary of the Cobden Club. 
Gray’s Inn, W.C., 


June 28rd, 1908. 


Wiring Specifications, 


I received a specification a few days ago which contained 
the following clause, which, I must admit—and I receive a 
lot of specifications from different engineers—strikes me as 
rather peculiar reading. 

* The contractor to include in his quotation the sum 
mentioned in the specification as being set aside for certaiu 
рота! fittings that will be required. This sum represents 
the net prime cost of the fittings after deducting all trade 
discount but not the usual 24 per cent. for cash, and he 
must include in addition in his contract а sum representing 
the profit he requires on fittings costing the amount men- 
tioned.” 

It appears to me tbat this clause informs the private 
individual of a good deal more than he is entitled to 
know, and I suppose the next thing we shall be invited to 
do will be to state the actual nett cost of the whole work, 
and then add our profits. 

If electric lighting specifications were scheduled in the 
same manner as a builder's specification, it seems to me 
that this class of work would partake rather less of the 
nature of a gamble than it does at present, as it would 
present prospec's of a certain gain, rather than an unknown 
loss. 

The extraordinary discrepancies between the highest and 
the lowest tenders in most contracts of any size, are a good 
example of how these amounts ere guessed at. These 
discrepancies, a8 you may be aware, are not known in con- 
tracts for buildings, even when the amount is as much as 10 
times that of an electric lighting contract. 


Wiring Contractor. 


[The requirement quoted by our correspondent certainly 
constitutes a remarkable and impertinent invasion of the 
contractor’s private affairs ; the consulting engineer has not 
the slightest right to the information demanded, any more 
than he has to a statement of the contractor's annual profits 
—or losses. Moreover, the information is unnecessary.— 
Eps, ELEC. REv. } g^ 


Electricity in Mines. 


I should like to be allowed to correct a slight mis- 
apprehension in Mr. Simon’s letter. under “ Electricity in 
Mines." P 

He is mistaken in suppoeing that I have overlooked the 
economy of high pressures at tbe motor terminals. My 
contention is that we secure, at present, no ultimate 
advantages by employing high-tension in such places as 
mines. 

Mr. Simon forgets that a saving of this kind in the first 
cost of the installation is very liable to be swallowed up, or 
even exceeded, by expenditure on special casings, conduits, 
and other precautions against accident to the high-pressure 
lines, in the shafts and in-bye, and on maintenance of the 
same. The latter may become impossible, except at very 
great expense, where an unusual amount of “heaves” or 
other motion of the strata occurs. 

The cables are, perhaps, to be considered as the most 
vulnerable portion of the system. Their improvement in a 
mechanical sense should, I think, pave the way for higher 
pressures, 


E 


Sap ea ESTE ITLL ERATED IOI . ˙ . TE ASE SIE IEEE EERIE SSIES %Ü—m— ... K — SIE ACE RR , —— — E ТЕШЛИ СЕКСУ MAD AE, 


12 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 53, No. 1,336, JULY 3, 1903, 


I can agree with all Mr. Simon says ag to the relative 
importance of switchgear. 

As Mr. Scott has pointed out with much clearness, the 
primary considerations are safety of life and immunity from 
breakdown (stoppage). Cost of copper is, generally, of 
secondary importance in mining work. We should not lose 
sight of the fact that we have not yet introduced pressures 
of 3,000 volts, or similar values, into our houses and 
factories to any extent, and that in a colliery we havea 
dangerous and confined situation to begin with. We cannot 
rely upon rubber mata and gloves amongst a class of work- 
men in whose eyes a copper wire is as innocent an object as 
it is in those of the ordinary householder. 


Adolphus B. Croft. 
London, June 29th, 1903. 


Shunt Losses in Meters. 


In a letter in your issue of June 19th, Mr. Holden makes 
reference to my statement in a letter you publisbed on 
June 5th, relative to the extremely low starting current of 
certain alternating current meters, used very largely in 
America with great satisfaction. 

T must admit that,in common with those of other 
countries, lighting engineers in America have had the same 
complaint to make as to some meters starting with no load, 
as mentioned by Mr. Holden and also by Mr. Clothier, in 
your issue of June 12th. 

With their cause, as found in the employment of jewelled 
or other mechanical contact bearings, and commutators, 
and the necessarily consequent devices for adjustment, these 
complaints have been removed with respect to the meters to 
which I made reference. 

The shortcomings of some should not, in justice, be 
charged up against all, either in England or America, and 
it may be that in the products of other countries, besides 
America, may be found some meters to perform as badly as 
those that have led the two gentlemen mentioned to form 
the opinions they seem to hold. 


Wm. C. Anderson, 
Eny meer, Stanley Instrument Co, 
Paris, France, 
June 2hth, 1903. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
Wink ENDING JULY 187, 1902. Wr ENDING JUNE 30TH, 1903. 


Adelaide  .. es .. Value £68 Adelaide . Value £17 
ji Teleg. cable .. re 54 Alexandria .. 8 855 РЕ 28 
Alexandria. Teleg. mat. .. 828 Amsterdam. i3 we . 196 
Amsterdam. a ia "m 87 Auckland .. es ee F 80 
Boulogne és $5 .. 140 Bangkok .. m vis "E 40 
Calcutta  .. vs T . 195 Bombay ЯА $3 x 46 29 
Cape Town.. S os ee 251 " Teleg. mat. .. .. 118 
Fremantle .. v 59 Buenos Ayres m s . . 111 
Hamburg ae ч .. 169 Calcutta E oe .. 466 
Melbourne. Teleg. wire . . 1,320 95 Teleg. mat. oo 784 
Nagasaki .. ie .. . . 819 Cape Town .. © m . . 2,035 
Shanghai. Teleg. apparatus .. 9 Constantinople. ЧА .. 106 
Sydney ‘a КИ 2 .. DAG Delagoa Bay 4% T .. 121 
Durban ee oe ee ee nil 

35 Teleg. mat. 25 
East London T е8 . 825 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... .. 970 
Hobart ee oe ee ee 900 
Lisbon. Telephones .. vx 42 
Melbourne. irs NR .. 806 
Montreal. ie ©, ks 42 
Ostend ee ee ae ` eo 40 
Perth ee + es ees eo 822 
Port Elizabetb  ., ats és 80 
\ Rotterdam .. "T 7 SA 18 
San Sebastian - x "m 38 
Santander .. es ss "^ 20 
Bhangbai .. sa "a x 27 
Sydney m MA gs . 102 
б Teleg. mat. as 57 
Yokohama .. we фе 108 
Total - 28,482 Total .. £7,790 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec. appar. Value £40 Auckland. Elec. mat. Value £16 
East London. Elec. mat. 9 

ER Telephones .. 170 

| Melbourne. Elec. mat... E 18 


Total .. . £218 


Tram Track Drilling Machine.—The accompanying 
illustration shows an electric track-drilling maehine for use on 
tramways. It was designed by Mr. A. N. Banister, the engineer 
and manager of the Norwich Electric Tramway Co., after having 
experienced the need of some such machine for use on the Norwich 
tramways. The machine was specially designed so that the com- 
pany could carry out their own repairs. Experience has shown it 
to be an exceedingly useful tool, and on one occasion it drilled 
19 one-inch tie rod holes through the web of the rails in 40 
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View or Track DRILL at Work. 


minutes. The machine can be used either vertically or horizontally. 
The illustration shows it in operation drilling tie rod holes. The 
motor (74 Н.Р.) used was a stock one, but a much smaller 
machine would do the work equally well and be much bandier. 
Mr. Banister has made arrangements for the manufacture of this 
machine, and can supply it with telescopic shaft and universal 
joints as shown, or to be used with a Stow flexible shaft, as may be 
desired. 


Pipe Coverings.—We referred some time ago to tests of 
certain pipe coverings of the class used a good deal in America and 
put on in finished form. No plastic tests were then given, and the 
information has been supplemented by Messrs. Snowdon & Co., of 
Millwall, who bave sent us a pamphlet with tests of their plastic pipe- 
covering material which they had tested in oompetition with other 
coverings. Apparently the various compositions were all of the 
plastic order, and they show that where a bare pipe condensed 
0 878 lb. of steam per square foot of pipe surface per hour with 
80 lbs. pressure, the condensation with coverings ranged from 0:295 
to as low as 0204, the thickness of all samples being as nearly 
as possible alike or 14 in. when applied, drying down to about 
14. At 45 lbs. pressure the same coverings allowed condensa- 
tion to take place, varying from 00213 to 0162 lb. In each 
case the Snowdon composition shows the best result, but the point 
is that all show great savingsascompared with bare pipe. The tests 
seem to compare fairly closely with thore previously referred to for 
sectional coverings, and to dispose of the idea that plastic coverings 
are inferior. Some Russian tests also show very similar resulte. 


Forthcoming Book.—Mesers. Whittaker & Co., will 
shortly publish “ Whittaker's Electrical Engineers’ Pocket Book,” 
edited by Kenelm Edgcumbe. The sections in this volume have 
been written by experts, and will contain information intended to 
meet the requirements of the various branches of electrical engi- 


neering. 


Allen's Engines,—Messrs. W. H. Allen, Son & Co., 
have booked orders for one 80-в.н.Р. engine for Messrs. Pilkington 
Brothers; two 365-в.н.р. and two 150-B. H. p. engines for Lon- 
donderry; four 300-B. E. P. engines for Gibraltar Dockyard ; four 
400-B. H.. engines for Messrs. John Taylor & Sons, for the Kola 
Power Station; and one 500-в.н.р. and one 270-. K . engines for 
Rotherham. All are to be of their well-known enclosed high-speed 


compound type. 
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New Replacement Fuse.—Messre. Dorman & Smith, 
of Ordsal Electrical Works, Salford, are putting on the market a 
new type of replacement fuse for main circuits and general switch- 
board work. One of these is sbown in the illustration below, 
which needs little explanation. The fuse itself is composed of 
multiple strands of fine copper wire, each small strand being 
sheathed in an asbestos casing. This method of construction, we 


understand, has been found, after exhaustive trials, to work most 
successfully. The fuses will open a 500-volt circuit on a dead short, 
with very little'external evidence of the fuse having been blown. 
Asan extra precaution, the substantial porcelain handle has been 
designed to extend two porcelain walls down to the base, effectually 
screening the cohtact blocks from any possible contaet with the arc. 
Messrs. Dorman & Smith are making up power switchboards with 
their new pattern grip contact circuit breakers on one pole of the 
generators, and thie new replacement fuse on the other, a method 
which is finding favour with both consulting engineer and user. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— At the Croydon Bankruptcy 
Court on June 24th, before Mr. Registrar Fox, Walter Elliott 
Rossetter, electrical engineer, 14, Elmer’s End Road, Anerley, S.E., 
sppeared for his public examination. His gross liabilities amounted 
to £971, of which £887 was expected to rank for dividend, while the 
deficiency was £174. Mr. W. Hood appeared for the trustee. 
Debtor stated that for 12 years before the receiving order was made 
Le had been clerk to an engineering firm, his salary for the last three 
years having been £187 3s. per annum. From March to November, 
1901, he was interested in an instrument known as Roesetter's 
electro-magnetic and carbon microphone, and trading with a 
partner as the Eastern Electric Co. at 17, York Terrace, Clapham. 
Debtors wife was scheduled as an unsecured creditor for £470, 
stated to Have been lent to him by her. The premises in which 
debtor was living were stated to belong to his wife, subject to a 
mortgage, and Mrs. Roseetter also claimed the household furniture. 
The examination was adjourned. 


Dissolution.—The Special Telephone Directories, Ltd., 
is winding-up voluntarily, with Mr. F. Cook, of Norfolk House, 
Lawrence Pountney Hill, E.C , as liquidator. 


The Spinthariscope.—This instrument has been in- 
vented by Sir Wm. Crookes to demonstrate the extraordinary 
pbysical properties of radium. A small quantity of radium is 
placed in front of a fluorescent screen, and upon examination with 
ahighly magnifying power a scintillating appearance is observed, 
as if a number of minute sparks were being thrown against the 
screen. The rays or atoms which are being continuously given out 
by the radium are rendered visible when they strike the fluorescent 
screen. It is being supplied by Messrs. R. and J. Beck, Ltd., 68, 


Cornhill, Е.С. 


Illuminations for President Loubet.— In connection 
with the forthcoming visit to London of President Loubet, the 
French Embassy at Albert Gate will be electrically illuminated on 
the evenings of the 6th, 7th, and 8th of this montb. The installa- 
tion in question bas been entrusted to Messrs. John Barker & Co., 
Ltd., of Kensington, who will also be responsible for tbe interior 
lighting of the Embassy during the period of the President’s visit. 
The illumination works, which comprise an installation of approxi- 
mately 1,500 Ediswan lamps, are being personally supervised 
by the company's engineer, Mr. C. T. McKinlay, A. M. I. E. E., and 
are being carried ont with wooden battens, recessed to receive the 
ordinary S-type holders, and painted to resemble the walls of the 
building. 

For Sale.—Two gas engines and dynamos, 140 amperes 
at 100 volta, and 60 amperes at 135 volts, and certain apparatus, are 
offered for sale by Messrs. Massey & Allpress on behalf of a City 
bank. See our advertisement pages to-day. 

Messrs. P. Huddleston & Co. will, on July 13th, offer for sale by 
auction the plant, stock and machinery of the Lonsdale Motor Co., 
Ltd. (in liquidation). See our advertisement pages for particulars. 


? = 

The Steam Turbine.—The Westinghouse Companies 
are at present building for the Underground Electric Railway Co., 
Ltd., of London, eight 8,000-H.P. engines, capable of giving con- 
tinuously an overload of 50 per cent., or 12,000 н.р. in alf. For the 
Neasden power house of the Metropolitan Railway, there are also 
under construction three units of 5,000 н р. each. The most recent 
important turbine order secured by the British Westinghouse Co., 
is for six steam turbines of 2,000 Kw. each. These will be installed 
in the two power houses in the Clyde Valley Electric Power 
scheme, taking the place of crosecompound Corliss engines as 
originally contemplated. More recently still one of tbe largest 
American contracts for electrical power machinery has been placed 
with the companies. This is for the electrical equipment of the 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co., and covers 15,000 Kw. of steam 
turbine, ard approximately 50,000 Kw. of electrical generating and 
converting macbinery for the new Rapid Transit Subway and 
Elevated System of Philadelphia. The most interesting feature of 
the plant is that steam turbines are to be used exclusively for power 
generation in the new central station, now under construction. 
Three units will be installed, each of 5,000 kw. and of the type 
now being built by the Westinghouse Machine Co. for large powers. 
The turbines will be direct-connected to Westinghouse three-phase 
generators, running at 25 cycles and 750 revolutions per minute, with 
steam at 175 lbs. pressure, and 274 in. vacuum, and probably 
100° to 150° of ruperheat. The alternators will run in parallel 
on common bus-bars, and power will be distributed directly at a 
normal pressure of 13,000 volts, without the use of trans- 
formers. The power station will be located upon the Delaware 
river, and is laid ont for an ultimare capacity of 50,000 KW., 
it being the idea of its designers to concentrate at this 
point the entire power generating equipment, which is at 
present distributed among a number of small stations. The posi- 
tion chosen gecures excellent coaling facilities and an inexhaustible 
supply of water. Several sub-stations will also be erected where 
the high pressure alternating current will be converted into low 
pressure direct currert for use upon the third rail of the traction 
system. The first installation will comprise 14 1,000-kw. Westing- 
house rotary converters, and two 500-Kw. rotary converters. Hach 
of the 1,000-xw. rotaries will be fed by three 375-kw. step-down 
transformers, and each of the 500-kw. rotaries by three 175-K w. 
transformers, that is, one for each phase, suitably arranged. The 
new Hapid Transit system, which i8 now under construction, will 
cover the entire business district of Philadelphia, and will include 
а two and four-track subway about 14 miles in length. The enter- 
prise is one of the most important in the history of American rail- 
way deyelopment, and the introduction of the steam turbine in such 
large sizes in that country is particularly gratifying by reason of the 
confidence shown in this type of prime mover, of wholly 
British origin. Tbe engineers for the above scheme are 
Meesrs. Westinghouse, Church, Kerr & Co., who represent the engi- 
neering branch of the Westinghouse industries in America. 


Cheap Electric Light,—We have received from Mr. 
D. F. Lang, of 146, Norfolk Street, Glasgow, a pamphlet dealing 
with the relative merits of gas and the electric light. He appends 
the following comparison of costs between gas at 2s. 6d. per 1,000 
cubic feet, and electric light at 6d. for the firet 365 hours and 1d. 
per hour after— Glasgow rate. Both are supposed to give the same 
amount of light, while the gas consumption of a No. 6 gas burner is 
6 cubic feet per hour, and that of a 16-с.р. (electric) lamp is 60 watts 
nu works out in 1,095 hours’ (about a year’s) burning as 
ollows :— 


Taree Hours PER Day. 


Gas. 
First 365 hours, No. 6 burner — 


865 x 6 = 2,190 ft. at 2s. 6d. per 1,000 .. £0 5 6 
Second do. do. do. do. .. 9 ЕР .. 0 5 6 
Third do. do. do. do. МЕ ss 0656 

1,095 hours .. £0 16 6 
Electric Light. 
First 865 hours, 16-c.P. lamp 

865 x 60 — 21,900 at Gd. per 1,000 vk Pu - . . £0 11 0 
Second do. do. at Id. do. T is a .. 0 110 
Third do. do. do. do. ys ix 85 .. 0 110 

1,095 hours’ light .. T 014 8 


Showing a saving to the electric light account of 1*. 10d. per 
lamp, or burner; to 10 burners, 183. 4d. ; 20 burnera, 368. 8d. 


Books Received.—'* Modern Locomotive Practice," by 
C. E. Wolf. Manchester: The Scientific Publishing Co. Price 
10s. 6d. net. | 

“ Annual Report of the Council of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute": Gresham College, Basinghall Street, London, E. C. 

" Electrical Engineering," by E. Rosenberg. London and New 
York: Harper Bros., 45, Albemarle Street, W. 1903. Price 6s. 

Telephony,“ Vols. i, ii., iii, by Arthur Vaughan Abbott. New 
York: McGraw Publishing Co. Price $1.50 each. (The set of six 
vols. $6). 


Annual Outing.—The employés of the London Elec- 
trical Fittings Co., Ltd, held their ninth annual outing at Egham, 
on Saturday last, io excellent weather. A large party travelled 
down from Waterloo, under the supervision of Mr. F. Denning. In 
the morning, sports were held in the grounds, and these were fol- 
lowed by a dinner and concert at the King's Head Hotel. 
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A Curiosity in Specifications.—We have had lent to 


investment. He will find an opportunity 
of tendering for the wiring of 142 incandescent lamps to be of 
approved English make, using Glover's 600-megohm grade cable, 
Henley's flexible, and Tucker switches. The switchboard aud distri- 
bution boards he may offer to make himself, but can only do so if 
approved by the enginecr. In the power house he must instal a 
battery of a particular size made by the E.P.S. Co., purchase a 
certain dynamo from Mr. Wilson Hartnell, procure a definite length 
of “Hendry’s ” belting, and reserve the sum of £430 to cover the 
cost of oil engine, motor, trenching work and contingencies, as 
directed by the engineer. We do not deny that the specified 
makers are thoroughly experienced and of high repute in their 
particular branchesof the industry, but where in carrying out such an 
installation does the contractor come in? Не merely supplies the 
labour and gets a bare merchant's profit on a few items. And yet 
he is to take every responsibility for the satisfactory working of the 
whole of the plant, maintain it for six months against damage, and 
submit to the withholding of 20 per cent. of the contract price for 
periods varying from two to six months. In all probability the 
retention money more than represents the value of the work 
actually done by him, yet he cannot claim any part of it until the 
plant he had no part in selecting works for two months to the satis- 
faction of the engineer who choae it, and who is the sole arbiter in 
cases of dispute. 'The requirements are not, in our opinion, just, 
the engineer should specify ends and allow the contractor to select 
the means, and we are glad that the vast majority of coneul- 
tante are now acting on these lines, and that specifications like the 
one before us are becoming во rare that we are justified in classing 
it as a curiosity rather than an intended basis for an actual business 
contract. 


An American Joke.—We have just learned a thing 
that some have often feared would come to pass—that the 
British Isles no longer have existence. The news is American 
in origin, so that there can be no doubt as to its truth. Further- 
more, the British Colonics are very much in evidence, but they are 
bereft of the Motherland, and are led to seek shelter under the 
wings of the U.S., for all the world like an old clucking hen calling 
another's chickens together. We do not read this statement in so 
many words, but the Pennsylvania Steel Co. has had the audacity 
to send us a copy of its map of the world with the British Isles 
deleted—lost in the recent rains perhaps ? A couple of years ago 
it supplied the Gokteik Viaduct in Mandalay, and lets the world 
know all about it in an illustrated brochure, From Steelton to 
Mandalay, a sort of characteristically Yankee “ lick-creation ” 
story. The map shows the route followed in the conveyance of the 
construction from Steelton Works to its destination, and while it 
shows such places as Iceland, Tasmania, Madagascar, and many 
even less important places, it wipes out these poor little 
islands as with & sneer of contempt. 1t is the kind of insult that 
some indiscreet U.S. traders are committing every day in their 
excessive pushfulness. We should like to think that the omission 
was only an error, but it is too strange and remarkable for that. 
The incident may afford our manufacturers eome little amusement, 
though it is an exceedingly poor joke if such it is intended to be. 


Catalogues and Lists.—The Lonpon EI. ECTRIC WIRE 
Co., Lrp., has issued, in convenient folding pocket form, a new set 
of wire tables giving weights, resistances and current capaci ies of 
annealed copper wires of various sizes; also details of “Eureka” 
resistance wire; a list of wire gauges in common use, and other 
useful data. 

The LAHMEYER ELECTRICAL Co., LTD, have issued another of 
their brochures; it illustrates their continuous-current high-speed 
machines. 

Messrs. Bray, ManBkHaM & Reiss, LTD., of Blackhorse Lane, 
Walthamstow, have brought out a price list of their B.M.R. double- 
pole switches and motor starters. Their switch is claimed to be 
completely protected, “ fireproof and foolproof.” 

A taking show card has been got up by the Ерізон & Swan Co. 
as an advertisement of the Royal Ediswan lamp. It is evidently 
intended as a wall showcard for the p:emises of retailers and general 
purchasers. 

The Union Егествіс Co., Lro., of 151, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C., is now issuing several further illustrated pamphlets relating 
to its electrical instruments. They describe respectively, the 
„Union“ standard “ 8” type of portable ampere-meters and volt- 
meters for direct and alternating currents; the “P” type ditto for 
direct current; the “ P" type electromobile instrument, consisting 
of dead-beat amperemeter and voltmeter combined in one frame; 
and the "P" type (moving coil) demonstration galvanometer. 


A Waterproof Motor.—We had an opportunity last week 
of inspecting & real waterproof motor at the Electrical Co.'s 
establishment in Charing Cross Road. Any motor can be made 
water-tiyht by enclosing it, but the motor we saw was not enclosed. 
It was one of the Electrical Co.'s ordinary standard four-pole open 
type. For two months (since April 220d) it has been fixed in the 
open air on the flat roof of the company's building, and residents 
in London need no reminder that we have had our full share of 
rain during that period. The motor seemed none the worse for it. 
It is connected to a 200-volt supply, and started up on switching 
on just as it might under the best possible conditions. Whilst 
running, an attendant threw two bucketfuls of cold water on to the 

umutator and windings. The only effect was to make it more 


silent, that is, the characteristic squeak of the carbon brushes 
ceased for a time until the water had all run off. The motor was 
running light, but at our request it was loaded up by applying a 
brake to the pulley, and another bucketful of water was then thrown 
over the machine. 

Whilst wet we asked that the insulating resistance of the 
motor should be measured. This was done, the reading being 
300,000 ohms. In order to test the sparking limit, we asked that 
an ammeter should be connected in circuit. This was done. The 
motor was a standard 7-H P. 200-volt shunt machine, so its full load 
current should be about 30 amperes. 

Unfortunately, we could not get more than 38 to 40 amperes on 
with the brake, and at this current there was absolutely no sign of 
sparking, notwithstanding the unusual treatment to which the 
motor had been subjected. The light load current was 2 amperes. 
The only effect we could discover that the water bad had on the 
motor was to interfere somewhat with the oiling of the commutator 
end bearing. The oiling ring appeared to be coated with an 
emulsion, and inclined to stick. This, the attendant explained, 
was due to bis having left the bearing cap off, so that, on throwing 
water overthe machine, the bearing filled up with water and washed 
the oil out. The bearing at the pulley end was no worse for its 
exposure and shower baths. The company has expended much care 
and trouble on insulation, and its claim to have found a method 
of insulating the coils in a manner which shall render them water- 
proof would appear to be absolutely justified. Each coil is tested 
at a pressure of 2,500 volts before leaving the works. The armatures 
are former wound, and, of course, slotted. 

The rating of the standard machines is such that, in & continuous 
six hours’ run at full load, the temperature of the semi-enclosed 
machines will not exceed 50° F. above the surrounding atmosphere. 
Up to tbe 10-н.р. size they will stand overloading 25 per cent. for 
an hour; larger macbines for two hours. The brush gear is very 
neat, certainly one of the best and simplest designa we have seen 
for a parallel feed. The terminals are protected by a metal hood, 
and all parte are made to gauge and strictly interchangeable. We 
understand that the motor referred to will be kept in the open 
until it breaks down, and inspection at any time is invited. 


Trade Announcements.— Messrs. Moores, Farrell and 
Co, of Mynshulls Hcuse, Victoria Street, Manchester, have pur- 
chased the goodwill of the business of electrical engineers hereto- 
fore carried on by Messrs. Wilson & Orr, at Ellesmere Electric 
Works, 46, Ellesmere Street, Cornbrook, Manchester. They have 
engaged Mr. Wilson to act as worka manager, and will continue the 
business on the same lines at 46, Ellesmere Street. Meesrs. Moores, 
Farrell are manufacturers of switchboards, switches, fuseboarde, 
watertight fittings, and general electrical accessories, and all 
communications should be addressed to them at Mynshulls House. 

The General Incandescent Arc Light Co. announce that, in 
addition to the offices, warehouse and showrooms at 115—117, 
Cannon Street, E.C., now occupied by their representative, Mr. A. H. 
Hunt, they have engaged temporary offices and showrooms on the 
third floor in the same building, where inquiries may bo addressed. 
Circulars of “ Paragon" motors, enclored arc lamps, and other 
specialities may be obtained on application. 

Mr. Leonard Andrews, joint managing director with Mr. C. J. 
Cowan, of the Key Engineering Co., returned last week from a six- 
weeks’ trip tothe United States. We learn that the primary object 
of Mr. Andrews’ visit was to assist the Stanley Manufacturing Co. 
in the develcpment of the U.S. patents, which were acquired by that 
company last year. He has also succeeded in transacting a con- 
siderable amount of other business, both in introducing English 
engineering specialities in the American market, and in the obtain- 
irg апа handling of several American novelties, which will shortly 
be put on the English market by the Key Co. Mr. Andrews is 
resigning his appointment of consulting engineer to the Hastings 
Corporation, and he will] be able to devote his entire attention to 
the management of the Key Co. in the Manchester and northern 
district. Mr. Cowan will look after the company in the London and 
southern district. 


Peru.—Mr. Eduardo Higginson, Consul of Peru, of 10, 
Canute Road, Southampton, has sent us, at the request of D. E. 
Larrabure y Ur äuue, Minister of Foreign Affairs, a copy of a new 
map of the Republic of Peru which has just been published. Some 
descriptive notes respecting the country and its various industries 
are given,in the hope of making known the inducements which 
Peru offers for capital, immigration and colonisation. 


Exports of British Electrical Machinery. — The 
exports of British electrical machiuery during May last attained & 
value of £38,799, bringing up the total for tne first five months of 
the year to £186,348. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aston,—The electricity station is nearing completion, 
and the E.L. Committee has decided to charge 6d. per B. T. U. 
between the hours of 5 and 7 at night in the winter and 7 and 9 
in the summer, and 14d. during the remainder of the day. It has 
been decided to erect six public arc lamps as an experiment. 


Asylum Installation.—The lighting plant at the new 
lunatic asylum, erected by the Croydon Corporation at Chelshama, 
consists of two Belliss non-condensing engines, dynamos and 
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booster set by Messrs. Mavor & Coulson, of Glasgow. The storage 
battery was jsupplied by the Chloride Electrical Storage Co., of 
Manchester, and the switchboard by Messrs. Frank Suter & Co., of 
London. The electric wiring was executed by Messrs. Wenham 
and Waters, Ltd, of Croydon, and the total cost of the electric 
lighting arrangements has been £6,000, the tota! cost of the asylum 
being close on a quarter of a million. Mr. E. F. Rivers acted as 
consulting electrical engineer. 


Barnsley.—The accounts of the municipal E.L. depart- 
ment show that last year а net profit of £291 was made. 


Barnstaple.—The E.L. Committee has recommended 
that application be made to the LG.B. for the balance of the 
£27,000 previously asked for in respect of the local scheme. 


Bedford.—The E.L. Committee recommends the Council 
to obtain a further loan of £6,960 8з. 8d.—for house connections 
from September 30th, 1902, to March 31st, 1903, £700; mains 
extensions, £539 83. 8d.; contracts in hand: steam alternator, 
£3,070; high and low tension cables, £1,095; water-tube boiler, 
£1,556; and that ths engineer obtain three oil pumps for the 
engines at a cost of £15 each. 


Bournemouth.—The Bournemouth and Poole Elec- 
tricity Supply Co. has decided on a substantial reduction in the price 
of electricity, commencing on the first of this month. 


Bradford.—The Drapers’ Association has addressed a 
letter to the E L. Committee calling attention to а recent resolu- 
tion of the former body condemning the charges for electricity as 
excesaive, and asking for a reduction in price. It is pointed out 
that many consumers use the light all day, but get no reduction as 
in the case of power users. 


Burnley.—The Electricity Committee hag recommended 
the T.C. to add to the plant at tbe elcctricity station a new engine and 
dynamo of 250-kw. capacity, at an estimated cost of £4,000, new 
_ generator panels for the traction switchboard at a cost of £105, and 

that a loan of £9,606 7s. 8d. for electricity purposes should be 
applied for. 


Canada. —The Canadian Pacific Railway Co. has equipped 
100 locomotives with a new type of electric headlight which, in 
addition to projecting a horizontal beam, also projects one 
vertically as an indication of the movements of a train. 


Chatham,—The report of the Chatham, Rochester and 
District E.L. Co. shows a substantial increase in the revenue of the 
company. The surplus for the year ending December Sist, 1902, is 
£1,799. The sale of the undertaking to the Kent Power Co. has not 
yet been completed. 


Colliery Installation,—Some great improvements are 
taking place at Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan & Co.’s Auckland Park 
Colliery. Anelectric power station is being put down, and electric 
hauiing engines will bring the setts of tubs outbye to the shaft, 
and the coal-washer, screens, apparatus, &c., will be worked elec- 
trically. The only steam used, will be for the winding engine which 
brings the cages to bank. Similar plant has just been put down at 
the company’s Binchester and Western collieries. 


Coventry.—The Council has sanctioned a recommenda- 
tion from the Electric Light Committee that application be made 
to the Local Government Board for sanction to a loan of £5,000 for 
the purchase of electric motors to be let out on hire. It was 
explained that the demand for these motors showed а steady 
increase, and that the Council had previously sanctioned £2,000 
being spent in this way. 


Crewe.—The T.C. has decided to oppose the North- 
Weatern Electricity and Power Gas Co.’s Bill. 

The electric light consumers, being dissatisfied with the free 
wiring system under the Free Wiring Co, have decided to inform 
the T.C. that they will only pay as rental 1s. per point per annum. 
Owing to the large profits made, the Corporation has been asked to 
reduce meter renta. 


Dover.— Official trials of the two new electric cranes 
which have been installed here at a cost of £11,000 to command both 
sides of the Admiralty Pier, took place on June 26th. They have 
deen designed by Sir Wm. Preece, and made by Messrs. Siemens, 


forthe Dover Harbour Board. The cranes are to be used for the 


transhipment of mails and baggage in specially-built crates capable 
of containing 24 tons. Under the new system, which was to come 
into operation on July Ist, coincideat with the advent of the tur- 
bine steamer, a great saving of time will be effected, from the fact 
that the crates will be loaded up in London and Paris, and carried 
straight through to either capital. Electrical cranes have also been 
erected at Calais. 


East Barnet.—The District Council has decided to 
engage an expert to report upon a letter from the Power Diatribu- 
tion-Co., and other matters connected with the proposed scheme for 
electric lighting. 

Finchley.—The station buildings for the District 
Council's electrical undertakiag are being rapidly completed. It 
has been resolved to charge 4zd. per unit for lighting aud 2d, for 
power, 


Folkestone.—The T.C. on July 24th discussed a pro- 
posal to purchase the undertaking of the local Electric Light 
Supply Co., but it was decided that it iwas inopportune at present 
to entertain the matter. 


Gillingham.—The U.D.C. has offered to supply elec- 
tricity to the Royal Engineers’ Brompton Barracks on the same 
terms as charged to the Admiralty for the Naval Hospital. 


Gloucester.—The report on the last year’s working of 
the electricity department shows that the number of 8-c.P. lamps 
connected up is 22,680, an increase of 31 per cent. There isa gross 
profit of £2,215, and after meeting financial charges a deficit of 
£1,137. The T.C. has decided to apply to the B. of T. for an 
extension of the area of supply. 


Gravesend.—The T.C. has applied to the L.G.B. for a 
loan of £1,479 for electricity purposes. 


Hanley.—The T.C. has adopted a recommendation of 
the E.L. Committee to borrow £5,000 for necessary extensions. 


Hitchin.—The U.D.C. has sealed an agreement with 
Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., for the leasing of the Council's 
E.L. order. 


Lancaster.—The T.C. has received from the L.G.B. 
sanction to borrow £25,090 for E.L. purposes. 


Limerick.—The B.C. has given notice that during June 
and July a reduction of 50 per cent. will be made to consumers of 
electricity, on the ord:nary prices charged by the Council, viz, 5d. 
for light, and 3d. per unit for power. Also a discount of 334 per 
cent. will be allowed off the first quarter’s accounts of all con- 
sumers connected up by August 15th next. 


London.—BarTEnRsEA.—Arrangements were made by the 
B.C. on Wednesday, to provide, at an estimated cost of £1,920 12s. 6d., 
electric light fittings for the working-men's dwellings, recently 
erected on the Latchmere estate. 

CAMBERWELL. — The В.О. has had under consideration the 
decision of the Board of Trade not to sanction the application 
of the London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd., for an extension 
of its area over the southern portion of the borough, во as to 
include the entire borough. By the refusal to grant the application 
of the London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd., for a competitive 
supply throughout Camberwell, which refusa), it is maintained, is 
contrary to the practice that has hitherto been pursued by that 
department in London, the Board has given to the County of 
London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Co., Ltd, a 
monopoly over the southern portion of the borough, and couse- 
quently the ratepayers will not be able to avail themselves of the 
advantages of the lower charge which is made for electricity in 
Camberwell where such competition now exists. 

Hackney. — The report on the past year's working of the E. L. 
department shows tbat there are 68,897 8-c.P. lamps, including 
98 motors of 3804 HP.; 1,943,983 units were generated, 1,075,962 
being for private lighting, and 539,006 for public lighting. The 
works costs are 1 03d. per unit sold, being a record for the London 
district. The total revenue was £21,368, and the gross profit 
£13,543, the net surplus of £2,253 has been transferred to the reserve 
fund. The net cost of refuse destruction, after crediting the 
electrical department with heat to the value of £2,272, and £8 
sundrics, was £5,019, or 2s. 114d. per ton. 

HaMMEnsMITH.—The Lighting Committee has reported that 
Mr. A. H. Preece bas been instructed to prepare the necessary 
drawings and specifications to complete the original scheme in con- 
nection with the obtaining of water from the Thames for condensing 
purposes. The main item of the work in question is the fixing of a 
rather large pump. A Burroughs Adding machine is to be purchased 
on the recommendation of the electrical engineer. The Law and 
Parliamentary Committee recommend that consent be given to the 
proposal of the L. C. C. to'construct a tramway from Shepherd's Bush 
to the Marble Arch, and that one-third of the cost of the necessary 
street widenings be paid by the Borough Council. 

HAMPSTEAD.—At the meeting of the B.C. it was agreed that, 
having revard to the suggestion made by the factory inspector as to 
the necessity for enlarging some of the street transformer stations, 
one station should be altered firat as an experiment, in accordance 
with the plan submitted by the electrical engineer, at an estimated 
cost of £60. | | 

MABYLEDONE.—The Electricity Committee, failing to obtain the 
sanction of the L.C.C. to the loan required for electric lighting 
purposes, are now in favour of applying to the Board of Trade for a 
license to authorise the Borough Council to supply electricity in 
Marylebone. Such a license would remove the difficulty, the 
existence of which is the County Council's excuse for refusing to 
sanction the loan. The Committee are also in favour of appealing 
to the Local Government Board against the decision of the L.C.C. 
not to sanction the loan. To make things trebly sure they are in 
favour, in the event of tbe Government departments not communi- 
cating their decisions by the end of September, of giving notice of 
the Council's intention to apply to Parliament for such statutory 
powera аз may be found necessary to amend the present Act. Ав 
Mr. Asquith has advised that it is not possible to set aside or 
modify the award of the umpire in the arbitration between the 
company and the Council, only one course appears to be open to the 
Council—to take over the electric light undertaking at the very 
heavy price fixed. 

PapDbiNGTON.— The Electric, das and Water Committee of the 
B.C. has invited the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. to tender 
for the lighting of four miles of tbe Harrow and Edgware Roads, 
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Portan.—The Lighting Committee of the B.C. has drawn up 
the following rate of charges for maximum demand :—Lighting, 
5d. per unit for the first 90 hours’, use of the “maximum demand” 
per quarter, 3d. per unit for all subsequent consumption during the 
same quarter; power, 3d. per unit for tne first 90 hours’ use of the 
„maximum demand” per quarter, 14d. per unit for all subsequent 
consumption during the same quarter. The existing rates of dis- 
count are to remain in force. ; 

WrsTMISSTEB.—In a report issued recently, the Works Com- 
mittee stated that an arrangement had been come to with the 
Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation regard- 
ing the erection of a street box in the Strand, by Wellington 
Street, in respect to which summonses were heard at Bow 
Street on June 11th and adjourned for one month. It was furtber 
reported that an agreement had been arrived at with the Post- 
master-General respecting the laying and maintenance of telephone 
wires, and that all legal proceedings had been withdrawn. 

BTEPBEY.—An extensively-signed petition has been presented to 
the B.C., protesting against the bad lighting of some of the streets. 
The present system of lighting by arc lamps is condemned as “ very 
unreliable and inefficient, and a source of danger to the residents, 
as the vice-chairman of the Electricity Committee can testify.” 


Londonderry.—Mr. Macrory, the E.L. engineer, has 
presented a comprehensive report on the development of the E.L. 
undertaking, and it was resolved that it should be printed and 
circulated, consideration being deferred. 


Loughborough.—<After negotiating with the Leicester 
and Warwickshire Power Co. (who proposed to supply energy 
at l;d. per unit) and the Expire Electric Power Co, the T.C. 
has adopted the recommendation of the Committee to carry out its 
own ‘scheme for electric lighting, the Gas Committee being appointed 
to recommend a scheme for adoption. 


Malton.—The Highways and Lighting Committee of the 
Urban Council reported that it has had a communication from 
the Board of Trade, asking for ite observations on a letter from 
the Northern Counties Electric Supply Co. The Committee was 
not satisfied with the letter of the company and the undertaking 
given, and suggest that the Board of Trade be asked to direct the 
company to carry out the terms of the order granted them witbin a 
reasonable time, or that the Board revoke the order. It was 
suggested that the company were playing with the Council, and the 
latter had better go for the penalty provided by the E.L. Act. 
The order granted to the company directed that the light was to be 
available by July 31st, 1902, and there was practically nothing done. 
The penalty named was £5 10s. per day, and they ought to enforce 
it, as the company had failcd to provide a proper supply. 


Manchester.—The returns of the E.L. and Power 
Department for the year ending March 31st, 1903, show that the 
tota! revenue was £197,169, and the working expenses £112,316, 
leaving a gross profit of 44, 853, and after meeting financial charges, 
a surplus of £8,311, which has been carried to the reserve fund; 
19,400,223 units have been sold, tbe average price being 2:68d. The 
capital expenditure amounts to 41, 713, 627. 


Mansfield.— Тһе E.L. Committee hes recommended 
that the light be supplied free until the 24th inst. 


Metropolitan Asylums Board.—At a recent meeting 
of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, the Works Committee sub- 
mitted a report with regard to the installation of electric light at 
the Board's Southern Hospital at Carshalton. There had been 
some correspondence between the engineer to the Board and the 
County of Surrey Electric Power Distribution Co, the company 
having offered on certain conditions to supply energy to the :neti- 
tution, without stipulating any minimum quantity, at the rate of 
3d. per unit. It would be necessary to provide a small sub-station 
for the distributing apparatus near thc bospital entrance. The 
Committee being of opinion that the company's offer would over- 
come the difficulty of laying down an expensive plant, recom- 
mended that the offer be accepted. 


Oldham.—At the opening of the new electricity generat- 
irg station at Greenhill, Oldham, the Mayor (Alderman Hanson) 
vresided, and the opening ceremony was performed by Alderman 
Harrop (chairman of the Electricity Committec), to whom was pre- 
sented ч handsome key, engraved with the arms of the borough. 
Among those present, in addition to local gentlemen and the resi- 
dent engineer, Mr. S. W. Newington, were Dr. Kennedy, F.R.S, 
(consulting engincer), Mr. C. Stanley Peach (architect), and Mr. 
Alexander Siemens (Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co). Following this, 
Dr. Kennedy brielly described the works, and Mr. Peach described * 
the buildings, which were said to form one of the most. modern 
and well titted central stations iu England. i 

After repeated enlargements of the Rhodes Bank generating 
station, it became necessary for the Corporation in 1900 to seck for 
a site for a new station, the demand for energy both for lighting and 
traction having increased greatly. The Greenhill site, with an 
area of about 112,700 sq. ft., was chosen. The building is designed 
to cover practically the whole area, but is arranged во that it may be 
built gradually, each section forming a complete generating station. 
‘The present buildings will contain plant having a total capacity of 

about 11,000 E P., and if extended according to present proposals, 
the total capacity of the complete station will be approximately 
20,000 н.Р. The plant now installed totals 6,000 H. P. 

At a dinner he!d in the Town Hall at night, Alderman Harrop, 
who presided, replied to the criticism of those who bad said the new 
station would be a “ white elephant." 


Peterborough.—4A L. G. B. inquiry has been held into 
the application of the T.C. for sanction to borrow £5,000 for E.L. 
purposes. There was no opposition. 


Kamsgate.—' The T.C. has rescinded its resolution of 
the 8th ult. with reference to the offer of the National Free 
Wiring Co., Ltd., to carry out the electric lighting of the town, and 
also the proposed application to the L.G.B. in connection there- 
with. The Corporation prov. order expires on the 13th inst. 

A special meeting was held on Friday last to consider the 
revised offers for leasing the Corporation's E.L. order, submitted by 
Edmundson's Corporation and the Isle of Thanet Light Railway and 
Electric Light Co. The former offered to form a Ramsgate Electric 
Light and Power Co., which would find the capital, and supply 
electricity to private consumers at 7d. per unit for the first hour per 
day, and 2d. afterwards; for power and street lighting at not 
exceeding 2d.; and to establish a free wiring system at a rental 
of 44d. per lamp per quarter. The Tramway Co. offered to supply 
energy at 64d. per unit for the tirst hour, and 2d. afterwards, or as 
an alternative, at the option of tze Corporation, at 6d. and 24d. 
The offer of the Tramway Co. was accepted. 


Salford.—The annual report of the borough electrical 
engineer states that new connections were made during the year 
eqnivalent to 16,830 8-c.P. lamps, and 517 н.р. in motors. The 
change of voltage in connection with the conversion from alter- 
nating to direct current has been completed, the expenditure on 
this work during the past 12 months being £2,681. The total cost 
of the change was £6,818. Motors are now hired out to contumers 
with a view to developing the demand for electricity for power 
purposes, and 39 motors have already been fixed, totalling 336 н.р. 
The expenditure on capital account during the year amounted to 
£102,247, the principal items being, mains £64,831, machinery 
£25,105, and buildings £10,242. This additional expenditure 
representsan increased annual capital charge of about £6,250. "The 
total capital expenditure to March 31st last amounts to £487,706. 
The income has iocreased by £27,632—from £17,592 to £45,224— 
but the working costs have only increased £4,843. The capital 
charges show a total increase of £11,969. The deficit on the year’s 
working bas decreased from £13,214 to £2,394, and would have dir- 
appeared altogether bnt for the expense involved in changing the 
pressure of supply. The total number of units generated amounted 
to 5,804,861. Of this 3,370,434 units were sold for tramway pur- 
poses, and 159,328 for street lighting, as compared with 458,380 
units for tramway purposes and 19,271 for street lighting in the 
previous year. The units sold to ordinary consumers for lighting 
and power purposes have gone up from 795,107 to 1,242,861. The 
units taken for power purposes amount to 334,507. The number ot 
consumers bas increased during the year from 561 to 714, and the 
number of 8.c P. lamps connected has increased from 73,743 to 
90,573. The total horse-power of motors connected amounts to 
1,005 H.P., as against 488 H.P. the previous year. 


Sale.—An electrical exhibition promoted by the U. D. C. 
has been opened at the Free Library. 


5. Africa.—The report of the Rand Central Electric 
Works, Ltd, for 1902, states that the prosperity of the company 
has beeu adversely affected owing to the mines having been unable 
to resume operations to their full capacity. The accounts show a 
gross profit of £14,188, and, after deducting the amount of £11,950 
set aside for depreciation, there remains a net profit of £2,238, 
which redaces the debit balance of £25,231 brought forward on 
December 31st, 1901, to £22,993. The total power distributed 
during the year was 7,123,720 Kw.-houre. The total revenue from 
all sources was £52,964, as against £85,523 for about three months of 
1901, and the working expenses, including depreciation, £50,725, as 
compared with £26,809 for the preceding year. The receipts 
derived from the supply of power aggregated 452,469, as against 
a revenue of £7,869 from the same source duriog 1901. 


Spain.—A Decree has been granted to Don Altarriba 
Baron de Sangarren for the establishment of a bydro-electrical 
installation on the River Garova, in the province of Larida, for 
driving paper factories in the neighbourhood. 


Swindon.—The electricity supply works recently erected 
by the Corporation were formally opened on Wednesday, although 
the authority has been supplying electricity since May 50th. The 
works are designed for supplying light aud power, provision being 
made for the necessary extensions which will be required when the 
proposed tramway system is completed. ‘I'he building is of red 
brick, and is thoroughly well equipped with the usual offices, test 
room, &c. In the engine room thereare three 350-1 H.P. Browett- 
Lindley triple-expansion engines coupled to Siemens 250-K w. 
dynamos running at 450 revolutions, and supplying the three- wire 
system, with 140 volts across the outers. There is also a balancer, 
motor-generator, and condensing plant. The switchboard is by 
Messrs. Bertram Thomas. The battery is of the Tudor Co.'s make, 
and consists of 252 cells with a capacity of 350 ampere-hours. The 
boilers are of the Lancashire ty pe, by Messra. Tinker, Shenton & Co., 
and are 30 ft. x 8 ft., and constructed for 180 lbs. working pressure, 
and are fitted with Proctors mechanical stokera, driven from an 
overhead shaft and motor. The pump room is fitted with two 
Hall boiler feed pumps of 2,500 gals. capacity each, and a large 
feed tank is provided for storage. Near by, at the rear, is the cooling 
tower, which will deal with some 60,000 yallons per nour. А 124-ton 
crane is provided in the engine house. At present there are about 64 
miles of mains with thres feeding pillars. The meters are of the 


Vol 53. No. 1,336, JULY 3, 1903.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 17 


Chamberlain & Hookham type. The mains were supplied by Mesers. 
W. T. Glover & Co. The consulting engineers are Messrs. Lacey 
апа Sillar, Westminster, and the resident engineer, Mr. J. G. 
Griffin. At the opening ceremony, speeches were delivered by 
the Mayor, Ald. Skurray, Lord Edward Fitzmaurice, M.P. for 
Bwindon, &c. 


Todmorden.—The T.C. has decided to forthwith have 
plans and specifications prepared for an E.L. scheme for the 
borough. | 


Tonbridge.—The Board of Guardians propose to have 
the electric light installed at the Workhouse in place of gas, and 
the Tunbridge Wells T.C. has been asked for terms for the supply 


of energy. 


Wallasey.—The Electrical Committee has had its atten- 
tion called by the engineer to the practice at present adopted, 
whereby applicants for the laying of electricity mains have first to 
enter into a deed of covenant guaranteeing to pay 20 per cent. 
проп the cost of the outlay for a period of three years, together 
with 10s. stamp duty. The engineer suggested that such practice 
һе discontinued, and that such mains be laid in suitable districts 
on application being made by six bond fide householders. It was 
recommended that at the next meeting of the Council the standing 
orders be suspended for the purpose of enabling the Council to 
carry this suggestion into effect. 

A revision of the rates for the supply of electricity 
has also been decided upon. The charge for energy will 
will be increased from 5d. to 6d. per unit, with a reduction 
of 2d. instead of 3d. per unit for all supply above 2 units per 
quarter for each 8-c P. lamp; 16 cP. lamps will have a reduction 
of 2d. per unit after 4 units per quarter have been consumed. The 
meter rentals will bo:—For 1 to 15 lamps of 30 watts (8-0. P.) each, 
from 2a. to 1s. 4d. per quarter; 16 to 30 lamps, from 2e. 3d. to 
ls, 6d.; 31 to 75 lamps, from 3s. 3d. to 2s. 2d.; 76 to 150 lamps, 
5s. to 3s. 99. ; 151 to 200 lamps, 7s. 6d. to 5s. 8d. ; 201 to 300 lamps, 
11s. to 8e. 3d. 


Wimbledon.—The report on the yeur's working of the 
E.L. Department shows a net profit of £1,522. 1,011,998 unite were 
sold, 511,152 units being for 1,091 publi? lamps. 


Woolwich,—The B.C. has agreed to the following recom- 
mendations of the E.L. Committee :— 

(a) That a general flat rate of 4d. per unit, less 5 per cent. diecount 
for cash within 14 days, be adopted for lighting purposes in the 
parishes of Woolwich and Plumstead. 

(b) That the maximum demand eystem be continued at the option 
of the consumer. 

e) That charges for the supply of electrical energy for power 
purposes be adopted, based on the following sliding scale: Up to 
10,000 units, 2d. per unit; 10,000 to 20, 000, 1#d. per unit; 20,000 to 
30,000, 14d. per unit; 30,000 to 40,000.and over, 11d. per unit. 

(d) That special preferential rates be given to consumers whose 
requirements point to a large consumption at the time application 
is : 
ʻe) That meter rents be abolished. 


— MÀ ——À 
ELECTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


Wolverhampton.—The tramways question may be said 
to bave advanced another stage since the last issue of the ELEC- 
ical. Review. Another meeting of the Town Council was held 
on Monday, this time in public, at which the Deputy-Mayor (who 
presided) submitted the following resolution for adoption, viż. :— 
“That the minutes and proceedings of the Council in committee 
at their meeting beld on Monday, June 22nd, 1903, relative to the 
Lorain system of tramways, b3 ratified and adopted.” Councillor 
Allen seconded. 

It will be observed that the resolution conveys no information 
whatever, and it was intimated that no discussion would be 
permitted. Councillor White, however, entered a protest against 
the Council being thus muzzled ; and he was supported by Alder- 
man Price Lewi:, who declared tbat if the opponents of the 
Lorain system were not to be allowed to make a protest against the 
course the Council were following, he should challenge the whole 
legality of the proceedings that day. The alderman was proceeding 
to substantiate a suggestion that the proceedings were not in con- 
formity with the standing orders, when he was practically shouted 
down by his colleagues. The town clerk advised the De puty- 
Mayor that the proceedings were perfectly formal and legal, and 
aaked him to put the resolution without discussion. Before, how- 
ever, the vote was taken, Ald. Lewis asked, Shall we have the 
minute which you wish to be confirmed, read?” The town clerk said 
there was no objection to that, and proceeded to hurriedly read the 
minute, which was to the effect that it be an instruction to the 
Tramways Committee to arrange without prejudice to either party a 
conference between the Committee and the Lorain Co., with a view 
to retain the present track on more favourable terms, and so avoid 
arbitration. 

The Council then divided, with the result that 30 members voted 
in favour of the confirmation of the minute», and 14 against. It 
now rests with a deputation of the Tramways Committee to go cap- 
in-hand to the Lorain Co. and ask for terms. The period durirg 
which the Corporation can, by consent of the company, run the 
trame, expires this week and there is no telling what may happen 
then. The feeling is that the eompany are not disposed to yield 


and that they rather court arbitration proceedings. The difficulty 
with the Committee is, or was last week, to find a deputation to 
meet the company. The Committee are themselves so hopelessly 
divided that the names of two gentlemen—an alderman and a 
councillor—outside the Committee, have been mentioned as likely 
to prove successful negotiators with the company. It is understood 
that the contract with the company has been declared by Mr. 
Warmington, K.C., and Dr. Underhill, to be so framed that the 
Corporation could make out a strong and successful case against the 
company should arbitration be finally resorted to. 


Bradford.—While painting à tramway standard, a Cor- 
poration employé accidentally touched the electrio wire and fell to 
the ground, receiving serious injuries. 

District Railway.—The Metropolitan District Railway 


on 28th ult., formally opened its new electric railway from Mill Hill 
to South Harrow, a distance of about 54 miles, with eight stations. 


Holywell. — The R.D.C. on Friday received from a 
Manchester firm of solicitors, notice of their intention to apply to 


Parliament, on behalf of & syndicate, for powers to construct an 


electric tramway over a circular route, with headquarters at Con- 
nah's Quay. The proposed line will run from Bandicroft, through 
Queen's Ferry, Connah's Quay, Flint, Bagillt, Holywell, Northop, 
Mold, Buckley, Hawarden, and back to Connah’s Quay. Current 
will be supplied by the North-Western Electricity Co. The Council 
decided to support the scheme to its fullest extent. 


Glasgow.—Mr. Bonar Law, replying to a House of 
Commons question asked by Mr. Weir, states that the Board of 
Trade are informed by the general manager of the Glasgow Cor- 
poration Tramways that the number of accidents which occurred 
on the Corporation electric tramway system during the year ended 
May 31st last, causing injuries to persons, was 90, resulting in the 
death of 24 persons; and that during the same period there were 
55 accidents which caused material damage to property. It is 
added that the number of car-miles run in the 12 months referred 
to was 14,008,750, and the number of  passsengers carried 
177,179,549. 


Light Railways.—Mr. Bonar Law, replying to a House 
of Commons question put by Mr. Bigwood, says :—'' Such delays as 
have occasionally occurred in proceeding upon applications for 
light railway orders have been due to postponements of stages for 
the benefit of parties where conflicting interests have had to be 
reconciled by agreement. In the majority of such cases thesc 
delays have occurred before the Light Railway Commissioners 
have been in a position to settle the orders and submit them to 
the Board of Trade. The only way of preventiug such delays would 
be to fix precise limits of time for the several stages, and rigorously 
to enforce them by the rejection of applications upon failure to 
proceed within these limits. I do not think this would be 
advantageous.” 


London.— The Greenwich B.C. on Wednesday passed a 
resolution to the effect that, while they offered no objectiou to the 
L. C. C.'s scheme for a tramway from Greenwich to Catford, they 
were not prepared to contribute to the cost of street widenings. 

STRPNEY.— The proposed electrification of the tramways by the 
L.C.C. wasconsidered by the B.C. on Wednesday. It was resolved 
that consent be given to the underground, but not to the overhead 
system of traction. 

SouTHwABRK.—The Highways Committee of the L. C. C. has asked 
the Council’s consent to the introduction of a Bill to construct a 
tramway from Southwark Street, vid Stamford Street and York Road, 
to Westminster Bridge Road. The communication was referred to 
the Works Committee. 


London.—The Wandsworth Borough Council has agreed 
to the electrical re-construction of the Brixton Hill and Streatham 
tramway, but declines to make a contribution to the cost of 
street widenings. The same course has been taken with regard 
to the proposed line from Clapham Common to East Hill. Wool- 
wich Borough Council has agreed to the L.C.C. project for a tramway 
from Beresford Square to Bostal Wood, and will pay a third of the 
cost of widening the road and execute the necessary paving works. 
Deptford Borough Council bas come to an agreement with the 
L.C.C. as to the proposed line from New Cross through Lewisham 
High Road. 


Stretford.— The D.C. decided lust week to make applica- 
tion to the Light Railway Commissioners for an order under the 
Act of 1896 authorising them to construct and work a light railway 
in the parishes of Stretford and Davyhulme. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—The Daily Chronicle says that as a 
result of the rapid growth of the electric tramway system, the 
Cabinet has decided to order another £100,000 worth of machinery. 


Vienna.—The last horse car gave way to electric traction 
on Friday last, an amusing ceremony signalizing the event. 


York.—The Tramways Sub-Committee met on June 
23rd, and had under consideration two schemes submitted by Mr. 
Kincaid, chairman of the York Tramways Co., for the electrifica- 
tion of the tramways and the making of extensions to Acomb and 
Clifton. It was proposed to adopt the overhead trolley system ; 
one scheme provided for the company generating the power them- 
aclves, and the other fer its provision by the Corporation. from 
their electric lighting station. The Sub-Committee recommended 
the Streets and Buildings Committce not to entertain either 
proposal. 

Continued. on page 23) 
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THE NEW ELECTRICITY WORKS OF THE 
MANCHESTER CORPORATION. 


(Continued from Vol. 52, page 1092.) 


THE extensions which are now in progress, to the designs 
and specifications of Mr. G. F. Metzger, the City electrical 
engineer, are arranged with a view to their forming part of 


a homogeneous scheme of great magnitude, as may be · 


gathered from the plan of the site which was published in 
our last issue. The decision to proceed with this work was 
arrived at by the Electricity Committee long before the 
plant laid out by Dr. Kennedy was ready for use, owing to 
the heavy demands for electrical energy formulated by 
the Lighting and Tramways Committees, it having been the 
intention of the Council to embark on a huge scheme 
of public lighting by electricity. As it turned out, the 
latter project was abandoned, and the traction load also fell 
far short of the value originally estimated, so that at pre- 
sent the plant already installed is capable of easily coping 
with the whole demand. There can be no doubt, however, 
that with such a magnificent industrial area to deal with as 
that of Manchester and the numerous neighbouring districte 
which take their supply from the Corporation, the output 
will very soon increase to an enormous amount, sufficient to 
tax the resources of the whole of the plant in place or in 
course of completion. 


The first instalment of Mr. Metzger’s scheme comprises - 


generating plant of 12,000 H.P., but the buildings are 
designed to accommodate twice this amount. They are of 
steel framework, constructed, like the former, by Messrs. 
De Bergue & Co., Ltd., and filled in with brick by Messrs. 
C. H. Normanton & Son. The boiler house, which measures 
139 ft. x 231 ft., with a height of 88 ft., is at right 
angles to the existing boiler house. Over the top of it there 
will be a bunker capable of storing 5,000 tons of coal; two 
electrically-driven conveyors will be provided to raise the 
coal from the hoppers under the railway sidings to the 
bunkers, and these will also remove the ashes from beneath 
the stoking floor to ash bunkers outside the boiler house. 

The steaming plant will consist of 12 Babcock & Wilcox 
boilers of the largest size made, each having a heating sur- 
face of 5,700 sq. ft., and being capable of evaporating easily 
20,000 lbs. of water per hour. Each boiler is composed of 20 
gections of 13 tubes, these being 4 in. in diameter and 18 ft. 
long, and two steam and water drums 54 in. in diameter, 
joined at the rear end by a cross drum 20 in. in diameter. 
The boilers are provided with the same makers’ chain grate 
stokers and superheaters, and with the usual fittings. The 
stokers will be driven by either electricity or steam at will. 
Space is provided in the boiler house for 24 boilers in all ; 
they will be arranged in two rows down the sides, with a central 
bay between them, 20 ft. wide; behind each boiler will be an 
economiser of 240 tubes, and behind this again come the 
main flues, which run completely round the building, for the 
most part above the ground level. A third chimney is to 
be erected, 20 ft. in diameter inside, 250 ft. high, and lined to 
a height of 100 ft. with firebrick. As previously stated, part 
of the waste gases from the extension boilers will be carried 
away by thelarge chimney which is already built. 

In addition to the boilers and their accessories, the pipe- 
work, conl-measuring gear and conveyors will be supplied by 
Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. The economisers will be 
made by Messrs. E. Green & Son, Ltd. | 

The pump room adjoins the boiler house, in the angle 
which it makes with the existing boiler house, and will 
contain four compound duplex steam pumps made by Messrs. 
Blake & Knowles; each pump will be capable of delivering 
12,000 gallons per hour at boiler pressure, and will be so 
arranged that either side of the pump can be used ulone. 
The pumps will normally draw from the hot-well, which will 
be situated in the pump room, but can also draw from the 


'" feed-water tanks, In this room there are two feed-water 


heaters of 600 sq. ft. heating surface each, made by 
Messrs. Holden & Brooke, and two Watson filters, through 
which the water passes on the way to the economisers. The 
piping is arranged in duplicate, with bye-passes. 

Parallel with the boiler house there is to be an extensive 
range of workshops, including even a foundry, and a 
machine shop measuring 120 ft. by 40 ft., in which any 
part of the plant can be handled, Over these workshops 


are the feed water tanks, having a capacity of 500,000 gallons. 
Railway sidings will be provided, running alongside and 
round the end of the boiler house. Besides high-level 
tracks over the coal hoppers, low-level tracks will be laid 
down, running right through the engine room, and serving 
also to remove ashes to the canal bank. 

The steam piping will consist of a ring main in the boiler 
house, with separate connections to each boiler for saturated 
and superheated steam. From this ring a single connection 
will be taken direct to each engine. The pipes will be of 
lap-welded steel, with wrought-iron flanges screwed on. А 
steel shaft 80 ft. high will be provided for exhaust to 
atmosphere. 

The engine room measures 174 ft. x 115 ft., with a 


height of 54 ft. to the crane rails, and a clear height of . 


108 ft. to the apex of the roof, which will be provided with 
ekylights and a louvred lantern. The main switchboard 
gallery will extend along the side of the engine room, and 
will be continuous with the existing gallery. Two 50-ton 
electric travelling cranes, by Messrs. Higginbottom and 
Mannock, will be provided. 

The generating plant will consist of two 3,750-Kw. sets, 
each comprising a 6,000 I. H.P. vertical triple-expansion 
engine running at 75 revolutions per minute, and a three-phase 
alternator, working at 6,500 volta, 50 cycles per second. 
The engines will be supplied by the Wallsend Slipway and 
Engineering Co., Ltd., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, and are larger 
than any other reciprocating engines installed in this country 
for clectric power generation. They will have four cylinders 
and four cranks each, and will work with 190 lbs. pressure 
at the stop valve, with superheated steam. The valve gear 
will be of the Corliss type; the cylinders are 37 in., 
59 in., and two of 72 in. diameter, with a stroke of 5 ft. The 
shaft is 31 in. in diameter inthe fly-wheel, and 21 in. at the 
journals. The engine will stand 32 ft. in height above the 
floor level. 

The generators wil be supplied by the Electrical Co., 
Ltd., and will be of the revolving field type, with the poles 
mounted on the periphery of a fly-wheel weighing 160 tons, 
and 27 ft. in diameter. The armature winding will be of 
the usual type, and the field-poles will be provided with 
amortisseurs. 

For excitation there will be two 200-Kw. dynamos driven 
by induction motors, and generating at 200 volte,  Excit- 
ing current will also be available from the auxiliary gene- 
rators already installed. 

The exhaust steam will be dealt with by two surface con- 
densers, supplied by Messrs. Mather & Platt; these are of 
the usual tubular type, each having a working surface of 


11,000 sq. ft., and being capable of dealing with 72,000 lbs. - 


of steam per hcur. The condensers are fixed in the basc- 
ment, 20 ft. below the engine room level, with the air and 
circulating pumps, which are driven off the crossheads of 
the respective engines. The air pumps are in duplicate, and 
are to be used as wet and dry pumps. Oil separators of 
the Daker type are to be installed between the engines and 
the condensers. 

The water for condensing will be cooled by means of six 
towers, each capable of cooling 90,000 lbs. of water per hour 
from 125? F. to 85° F. Three of these will be supplied by 
the Wheeler Condenser Co. and three by Mr. Arthur Koppel ; 
they will be fitted with fan draught, and will be 52 ft. high, 
15 ft. 8in. x 16 ft. 3 in. in plan. 

Besides the generating plant, there will be sub-station 
plant in the engine room, consisting of four 175-Kw. syn- 
chronous motor-generator sets, and a 125-KW. induction- 
motor balancer. 

The switchgear is being supplied by Messrs. Ferranti, 
Ltd., of Holliawood, on their cellular system, and will fulfil 
practically the same functions as the existing boards, with 
the addition of switchgear to control the sub-station plant. 
The traction and lighting bus-bars will normally be kept 
separate, in conjunction, however, with the corresponding 
bars in the existing plant; they are not in duplicate in the 
new plant, as thete is no doubt that the traction and light- 
ing can both be supplied from the same bus-bars, if desired. 
We have pointed out on previous occasions that, where 
synchronous motor-generators are used in the sub-stations, 
the fluctuations of the traction load have no influence what- 
ever on the lighting voltage, provided that the speed of the 
main generators remains constant; but apart from this, the 
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traction load will be so heavy that the fluctuations will be 


negligible. 
The stage at present reached in the erection of the new 


buildings is as follows :—The steel framework of the walls . 


has been erected, and is being filled in with brickwork ; two 
electric cranes are in place. The roof principals are being 
rivetted up on the floor level, and two of them will shortly 
be in position. "The work on all the switchboards and sub- 
station plant is well advanced under temporary roofing. "The 
cooling towers for both schemes are in courae of erection. 
We now pass on to the sub-station equipment, taking 
the newer ones first for convenience —1.6., those erected 
as pert of Mr. Metzger’s scheme. The views given 
herewith show the interior of the sub-station at Sherbourne 
Street, and as the buildings are all much alike in design 
and equipment, they may be taken as representative 
of all the later sub-stations. Each station consists of one 
bay containing the machinery, with the switchgear on either 
side on raised platforms. The standard equipment consists 
of four 150-Kw. motor-generators'and' опе :100-кү. motor- 
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The switchboards are of Messrs. Ferranti's make, and are 
in two seta, the high-pressure boards on one side of the 
room, and the low-pressure on the other. 

The high-pressure board provides for the control of the 
motors and the high-pressure feeders, both incoming and, in 
some cases, outgoing. Separate bus-bars are used for lighting 
and traction, which cannot be paralleled at the sub-station. 
Synchronising gear i8 provided for paralleling the synchronous 
motors with the bus-bars, a rotary synchroniser of Messrs. 
Everett, Edgcumbe’s being used. Three voltmeters are con- 
nected between the conductors of each feeder and earth, and a 
fourth is joined across two of them. It is interesting to see 
the former all indicating the same mean voltage, showing 
equality in the insulation of the three cores. 

The А.С. switchboard illustrated on p. 20, provides for two 
feeders—one lighting, the other traction—and the five motors. 
A two-way switch in connection with each of thelatter connects 
it with either set of bus-bars, the position of the switch being 
shown bya pointer in front of the compartment containing the 
switch. Au edgewise ammeter is inserted in circuit with one 
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INTERIOR OF SHERBOUBNE STREET SuB-STATION. 


balancer, all but the last mentioned being driven by 
synchronous motors. Provision is made for extensions with 
larger unite, of 300 Kw. each. 

— The illustration above shows the four  motor-gene- 
rators, each consisting of a three-phase motor, receiving 
current direct from Stuart Street at 6,500 volts, coupled to 
a six-pole dynamo giving 375 to 275 amperes at 400—550 
volta, at 500 r.p.m., the generator being available either for 
lighting, as a shunt-wound machine, or traction, as com- 
pound wound. In the foreground is а balancer consisting of 
two dynamo, each rated at 255—230 amperes, 205—225 
volte, driven by an induction motor at 480 r.p.m. It will 
be seen that the balancers can be started without difficulty 
from the alternating side, after which the other sets can be 
ran up with direct current, without assistance from the dis- 
tributing network, though the latter is available if required. 
The synchronous motors are excited either from the balancer 
at 200 volts, from the lighting bus-bars, or, as described 
hereafter, by a special arrangement of slip-rings and 
* chokers," each set can be made self-exciting. The latter 
method is adopted for all sets running on traction, thus 
making them independent of any faults on the lighting net- 
work. All the motor-generators were supplied by the 
Electrical Co., Ltd. | 


poleof each motor and feeder. Overtheboard is arack prepared 
for the fitting of power factor indicators, and in front of the 
board are four regulating hand-wheels for use in paralleling. 
A standard carries a handwheel working a water rheostat for 
starting the induction motor, and a fifth handwheel on the 
front of the board controls the resistance in series with the 
rotor Lightning srresters—or, rather, spark gaps—are 
fixed at either end of the board in connection with the 
feeders. The main fuses are of the Ferranti oil-break ty 
The low-pressure board, on the opposite platform, is divided 
into two parts. That on the right in the view (p. 20), has 
eight panels for controlling the main generators, the 
+ and — pole of each machine being side by side; the 
regulating rheostats are controlled by hand-wheels on the 
front of the board, and over the main switches are change- 
over switches for coupling with either the lighting or the 
traction D.C. bus-bars, the former being placed above the 
latter. Four edgewise ammeters surmount the board; and 
equaliser switches for cutting out the series winding when 
the machines are used for lighting, and coupling up to the 
equaliser bar when running on traction, are fixed below. All 
the lighting energy goes through a single watt-hour meter 
shown on the right of the generator board, and all the trac- 
tion energy through a similar meter on the left. A paralleling 
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voltmeter is provided for the ge:eratora, with the necessary 
Four panels are provided for the balancer 


switches. 
switches, and over 
these аге throw- 
over switches for 
putting either 
balancer on either 
side of the middle 
wire. Next to 
these, on the right, 
come eight panels 
controlling four 
lighting feeders. 
Station and record- 
ing voltmeters, a 
recording ammeter 
for the mid-wire, 
&c., are provided. 
The traction 
feeder board is on 
the left hand; it 
controla four out- 
going positive 
feeders to thetrolley 
wires, with light- 
ning arresters and 
kicking coils below, 
and circuit-breakers 
above. An edge- 
wise ammeter and 
& recording am- 
meter, in series with 
the rail rcturn, are 
fixed on the right 
of the feeder board. 
On the left of the 
latter is the Board 
of "Trade switch- 
board, supplied, as 
well as the other 
recording insiru- 
ments, by Messrs. 


Elliott Bros. Hand-whieels for controlling water rheostats, 
used in starting the machines from the D.C. side, are 


carried on standards on the front of the platform; these 
rheostats are installed, with the shunt regulating resistances, 
beneath the platforms. 
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ALTENATING CoRBENT SWITCHBOARD 1N SURB-STATION. 


DigECT CUBBENT SWITCHBOARD, SHERBOURNE STREET SOUB-STATION. 


There are 10 such sub-stations as the one just described, 
all but two being equipped for both lighting and traction ; 


the exceptions are 
for lighting only. 
They are situated 
in the following 
positiong: — New- 
ton Heath, Stuart 
Street, Harpurhey, 
Queen's Park, Chee- 
tham Hill, Open- 
shaw, Oldham 
Road, Sherbourne 
Street; and for 
lighting only, 
Whalley Range, 
Chorlton - cum- 
Hardy. 

Of the 10 sub- 
stations erected in 
connection with the 
first installation 
that of Dr. A. B. W. 
Kennedy — all but 
one (tbat at Dids- 
bury) are equipped 
for lightiug and 
traction, and are 
here represented by 
the views which we 
give of the Polygon 
sub - station. The 
whole of the plant 
and switch-gear in 
these stations was 
supplied by the 
Electrical Co., Ltd. 
The motor - gene- 
rators are generally 
similar to those 
which we have al- 
ready deecribed, the 


generutors being, however, of 220 KW. output, and being 
definitely allocated either to lighting, with shunt winding, 


or to traction, with compound winding. The traction sets 
generate at 500—550 volts, and the synchronous motors which 


drive them are excited from small dynamos carried on the 
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extended shafts of the sets, or alternatively from the direct- 
current bus-bars. Two such sets are shown in the foreground 
of the view below, while the other two are seen in the dis- 
tance in another bay. The lighting sets generate at 410 volts, 
for coupling across the outers of the three-wire system, and the 
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station. The low pressure traction board comprises four 
generator panels, five feeder panels and one earth return 
panel, with Elliott recording instruments. The lighting 
H.P. board is precisely similar to the traction board, except 
that it controls only two synchronous motors and one induc- 
tion motor. ‘The low pres- 
sure lighting board consists 
of two generator panels, 
two balancer panels, with 
double-pole change - over 
switches, one  mid-wire 
panel, and six feeder 
panels. The mid - wire 
panel carries recording 
voltmeters for the positive 
and negative sides, and a 
recording ammeter to show 
the earth current, with an 
automatic switch which 
inserts a resistance in the 
earth wire at 50 amperes, 
and changes the shunt of 
the ammeter; the earth 
connection, however, is not 
at present made in the sub- 
stations. The feeder panels 


1 are fitted with + and — 
" switches and circuit- 
| breakers, and are separated 
= by slate slabs. It is in- 


teresting to mention in 


INTERIOR OF POLYGON SUB-STATION: TRACiION SIDE. this connection that the 


dynamos are provided with slip rings after the style of 
donble-carrent generators giving two-phase currents. The 
respective pairs of slip rings are coupled together through 
inductance coils, and from the middle points of the latter 
connections are taken to a third inductance ; from the middle 
point of this coil a connection is taken to the middle wire 
of the three-wire system. The effect of this arrangement, 
as has been previously pointed out in the ELECTRICAL 
Review, is to make each generator practically self-balancing, 
the out-of-balance current being returned through the 
inductance coils in question. In addition to this, however, 
there is a separate balanc- 
ing set, consisting of two 
20-кү, dynamos driven by 
an induction motor, as in 
the later stations. Either 
orboth of these dynamos 
сап be used on either side 
of the system ; they can 
also be run up from the 
high-pressure side, thus 
providing direct current to 
start the other machines. 
The synchronous motors 
are excited from the 
terminals of the gene- 
rators, or from the light- 
iag bus-bars. 

Each sub-station is pro- 
vided with separate bigh 
and low pressure switch- 
boards for lighting and 
traction; at the Polygon 
the high pressure boards 
are at opposite ends of the 
station, and closely re- 
semble the switchboards 
at Stuart Street, as will be 
seen from the accompany- 
ing views. The traction 
H.P. board consists of 
two feeder panels, one feeder charging panel, one 
testing panel fitted with voltmeters showing the 
pesure between each phase and earth, one interconnector 
panel for coupling with the lighting нр, board, and 
four motor panels. Over the switchboard proper is a 
selector board for connecting any feeder or generator 
wih either of two sets of bus-bars, as at Stuart Street 


original five-wire system 
laid down by Dr. Hopkinson is still in use in the central 
parts of the city. 

Water rheostats are provided under the switchboard 
platforms for starting up the machines, and there is a 
starting panel for the traction sets on the lighting switch- 
board. 

There is space available in the second bay of this sub- 
station for four additional motor-generators. The stations 
are all well-lighted and spacious, with an overhead crane in 
each bay, and are well provided with accommodation and 
conveniences for the staff. 
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INTEPIOR OF POLYGON SuB-STATION: LIGHTING SIDE. 


The ten sub-stations provided under Dr. Kennedy’s scheme 
are situated as follows :— Bennett Street, Levenshulme ard 
Polygon, each equipped with four traction sets and two light- 
ing sets; Moss Nide, four traction sets, one lighting set ; 
Rusholme, Denton, Heaton Norris, Withington, each with 
two traction sets and one lighting set ; Fallowfield, with one 
traction and one lighting set; and Didsbury, with one 
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lighting set only. Every sub-station has also a balancing set. 
The cables connecting the sub-stations with the power station 
at Stuart Street, and with one another, were supplied and 
laid by Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd., to the extent of 
no less than 170 miles, 

We conclude this instalment of our article with some 
particulars of the turbo-generators which have recently been 
installed at the Dickinson Street generating station, and 
which are illustrated below. These two splendid machines 
were supplied by Messrs. С. A. Parsons & Co., of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; each consists of two 900-Kw. 
dynamos coupled to a Parsons steam turbine, and running 
at 1,040 r.p.m. The two dynamos of each set are treated 
as one machine, giving 400 volts, and are used for lighting 


only. Each set is provided with its own jet condenser, 


the;condensing water being obtained from the canal. The 
arrangement of this plant is interesting. The hot water is 
discharged from the condenser! by means of a centrifugal 
pump, which is placed on the discharge side, the injection 
water being forced into the condenser by atmospheric preasure. 


air was passed over powdered thorium oxide contained in a 
bulb in the centre of a glass tube. The air carrying the 
emanation passed through a plug of cotton wool, then 
through sulphuric acid, and finally into the bottle of a gold 
leaf electrometer. ‘The leaves of the electrometer, which 
had been previously diverged by a small charge of elec- 
tricity, immediately collapsed when the emanation reached 
them, showing that this emanation had the property of 
ionising air, and thus making it incapable of supporting an 
electric strain. The fact that the properties of the emana- 
tion are unaffected by passing it through the strongest acids 
has led to the conclusion that the emanation is an inert gas 
belonging to the argon family. Though the gas is not 
affected by the strongest chemical reagents, it can be 
liquefied by passing it through a spiral tube immersed in 
liquefied air. This remarkable experiment was shown by 
means of the apparatus of the Canadian professors. The 
view of these savanís, as explained recently before the 
Physical Society, is that the emanation is a product of the 


- disintegration of the atom of the radio-active substance. 


DICKINSON STREET GENEBATING STATION: Parsons Tuaso-Dynamos, 1, 800-K W. BACH. 


Priming water to start the pumps is obtained from the 
main water-supply pipe, which runs through the engine 
room at a sufficient height. Should the water flood the air 
pump, which is intended to remove the air only, an auto- 
matic cut-out stops the pumps, and the engines exhaust to 
atmosphere. These two generating sets have replaced plant 
of an obsolete type of only half their capacity. In the back- 
ground behind them may be seen two fine Musgrave-Siemens 
and M ve-E.C.C. steam dynamos, each of 1,500-Kw. 
output, which are likewise used for the lighting load only. 


(To be concluded.) 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY CONVERSAZIONE. 


THE exhibits at the Royal Society Conversazione on 19th 
inst. were, for the most part, the same as those exhibited at 
the previous conversazione on May 15th (ELECTRICAL 
Review, Vol. 52, p. 895). There were, however, some new 
exhibits of very considerable interest. 

Prof. E. Rutherford, F.R.8., and Mr. F. Soddy, exhibited 
their apparatus for showing the existence and properties of 
the “emanation” from thorium and radium. A current of 


When the atom of thorium breaks down, it throws off 
ieces whose mass is about equal to that of the atom of 
hydrogen, and which have a positive charge of electricity. 
The first product of disintegration is Thorium X. Tho- 
rium X then disintegrates into the “emanation,” and the 
emanation in its turn disintegrates into ‘excited activity.“ 
All these products or residues of the disintegration of the 
atom throw off positively charged pieces of the size of the 
hydrogen atom till the last stage of disintegration is reached, 
when negative electrons of a mass which is only one- 
thousandth part of the mass of the atom of hydrogen are 
thrown off. The energy of the particles radiated from the 
disintegrating atoms is derived from the intrinsic energy of 
the atom which is liberated when the particles are thrown 
off. This is the Canadian theory worked out by Prof. 
Rutherford and his collaborators. The energy which 
enables radium to emit a constant flow of heat is, according 
to this theory, derived from the intrinsic energy of the 
atom—an energy which only makes itself manifest when the 
atom breaks up. 

Mr. Henry Crookes, F.C.S., had a series of interesting 
exhibits, showing the effect of the radiation from radium on 
bacteria. Various cultures of bacteria were exposed to the 
action of 10 milligrammes of bromide of radium through a 
mica screen, at about 1 in. distance from the surface of the 
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ү The mica screen stops the massive positive electrons, 
ut allows the light negative electrons and the highly pene- 
trative X rays to pass through to the bacteria cultures. 
After having been thus exposed to the radium for about 24 
hours, the cultures were incubated for 24 or more hours. In 
every case it was found the microbes were killed where they 
had been exposed to the radium, so that on incubation a bare 
space free from bacterial growth was left on the plate opposite 
the point where the radium had been placed. None of the 
microbes experimented with belonged to the malignant class 
which give rise to such dangerous diseases as typhoid and 
cholera, but there is no reason to suppose that such microbes 
will be proof against the destructive action of the radium 
rays. These experiments of Mr. Crookes promise to lead to 
most important developments in medical treatment. 

Prof. E. Wilson exhibited the Cooper-Hewitt mercury 
vapour lamp. The light, though almost entirely lacking in 
red rays, and, therefore, producing a considerable distortion 
in colour values, is for very many purposes superior to the 
ordinary electric light. One of the greatest fields of appli- 
cition of the lamp is for all sorts of photographic purposes. 
The inefficiency of the light is about 4 watt per spherical 
candle-power, and, under favourable circumstances, as low 
as 3 watt per candle-power, the efficiency being about seven 
times that of the ordinary electric glow lamp. | 

Dr. 8. R. Milner exhibited an automatic mercury vacuum 
pump. The instrument is a Töpler pump of the shortened 
type with a fixed, instead of a movable, reservoir. The 
reservoir is alternately connected to the atmosphere and to 
a water vacuum pump by a three-way iap, the turning of 
which is controlled by electric contacts made by the mer- 
cary of the pump. It is necessary in pumps of this type 
that the air from the pump bulb should be first expelled into 
a highly exhausted “auxiliary” chamber, this being 
periodically emptied into a larger vessel evacuated by the 
water pump. Inthe pump this latter operation is caused 
to take place automatically whenever a certain limiting 
amount of air bas been accumulated in the auxiliary 
chamber. A special feature of the instrument is the form 
of the pump head, which prevents the possibility of any air 
trapped in the capillary exit tube from the pump bulb being 
ever dragged back into the bulb on the downward stroke. 

Dr. Mackenzie Davidson exhibited the latest form of his 
stereoscopic fluoroscope. In this instrument there are two 
focus tubes which are excited alternately. The mercury 
break which controls the two induction coils of the lamps is 
a T mounted on the inclined axis of an electromotor. Two 
makes and breaks are made by the arms of the T at each 
revolution. The revolviog shutter placed in front of the 
eyes at the end of the dark box is driven by a flexible shaft 
from the axis of the electromotor. which dfives the break, 
and thus synchronism of the lamps and the shutter is 
secured. 


- ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 17.) 


S.E. and C. Railway.—The Court of Referees (presided 
over by Mr. Parker Smith) on June 26th adjudicated on a petition 
of the Corporation of the City of London to be heard against the 
Bill of the South-Eastern and London, Chatham and Dover Е і жау 
Co, one of the objects of which is to provide for the ultimate elec- 
trification of the company’s line. Mr. Pollock, the City Remem- 
brancer, appeared for the Corporation to show cause why they 
should be allowed a locus standi. He said (according to the Daily 
News) that when the railway was electritied —it might be six years 
hence—electric traction, which was now only in its infancy, might 
have developed so tbat large engines might be in use, also strong 
electric currente, which might cause great injury by electrolysis to 
service works for which the Corporation was responsible. Damage 
might be done to gas and water pipes and mains, and to other 
service works. Mr. Clode, who appeared for the promoters, 
oppoied the /ocus of tbe City, and said there were no pipes or 
wires in the neighbourhood of the railway which could suffer 
from electrolysia The Locus was disallowed. 


Wirral Railway.—lIt is stated that the electrification 
of this railway hae been decided upon, and that the work is to be 
carried out by the British Westinghouse Co., who recently com- 
pleted the electrification of the Mersey Railway. The distance 
from Seacombe to Hoylake is, in round figures, seven miles. 


Whitefield.— The U.D.C. has asked the B. of T. to pro- 
long the time for the completion of the electric tramways to 
August 6th, 1905. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Argentine Republic.—The Argentine Government has 
voted a sum of about £3,000 for the extension of the telegraph 
system in the territory of the Pampas Central, and the constructio 
of a line between General Acha and Santa Rosa de Toay. | 


International Telegraphic Conference, — Reuter's 
agent at Buenos Aires telegraphed on June 28th :—“ The news- 
papers here criticise severely the reported proposal of the Argen- 
tine delegate to the International Telegraphic Conference in 
London for the application of a surtax of 5 centimes per word on 
Press and full-rate telegrams from France.” 

The submarine telegraph companies gave an entertainment to the 
members of the Conference on Monday night in the gardens of the 
Royal Botanic Society at Regent's Park. The guests, about 700 in 
number, were received by Sir John and Lady Denison-Pender. Nine 
companies were represented. The gardens were illuminated with 
thousands of variegated lamps. The band of the Irish Guards per- 
formed selections of music from 9 to 11.30, while a variety enter- 
tainment was held in the large conservatory. Dancing took place 
in the club rooms, and supper was served in tents in the grounds. 


~ Portsmouth Telephones.—The inauguration of the 


municipal telephone system took place in the Grand Jury Chamber 
at the Town Hall on Friday evening. The district covered by the 
municipal exchange embraces an area of 100 square miles, and 
includes Gosport, Lee-on-the-Solent, Fareham, Titchfield, Cosham, 
Emeworth, and Hayling Island. The cost of the system, providing 
for 1,240 subscribers, was £26,360; and it has been found necessary, 
in consequence of the continuous applications for connections, to 
apply for a further loan of £12,000. The Municipal Telephone 
Committee have acted uader the advice of Mr. A. R. Bennett, and 
Mr. W. Gardner is the general manager. Mr. Bennett having, with 
the assistance of maps, explained the system, the Mayor, ia 
declaring the exchange open, said he thought the municipal 
exchange connected the subscribers far more rapidly than did the 
National system, Rapidity and proper attention were the essence 
of the whole thing in a successful exchange. He paid a high 
compliment to Mr. W. T. Dittman, chairman of the Com- 
mittee, for the energy and avility which һе had displayed. The 
Mayor gave a banquet in honour of the King’s birthday, and to 
commemorate the opening of the exchange. In the course of the 
evening Mr. Dittman announced the receipt of a telephone message 
from the chairman of the Glasgow Telephone Committee, expressing 
a hope that the Portsmouth undertaking would prove as great a 
success as that of Glasgow. Mr. Alfred C. Devey, engineering 
repres2ntative of the British Insulated and Helsby Cables Co., the 
contractors, asked the Mayor to accept a silver rose bowl as a 
souvenir of the opening of the telephones. The Mayor, in reply, 
suggested that everyone should be able to have a telephone for a 
" fiver," and that the charge should be reduced from £5 17s. 6d. to 


that amouat. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. INTERRUPTED, 


Latakia-Cyprus ee ee oe oe ee 
Trinidad-Demerara No.1 ee ee oe 
Trinidad-Demerara No.  .. 2 T .. June 9, 1903 
Dominica-Martinique .. ee oe ee . 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique oe өө ee ee LJ 
Guadeloupe-Martini ue eo ee oe oe 
Martinique-Puerto Plata - as .. July 10, 1902 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee ee °з ee ee A 18, 902 


Bt. Lucia-St. Vincent. oe e. ee Sept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
Reissa-Issa ee ec ee ee e. ° Oct. 22, 1902 ee ee 
Reissa-Yemani ee ee ee se е ee Oct. 22, 1902 ee ee 
Paramaribo-Cayenne ee oe ee eo ee Feb. 41, 1908 oe es 
New York-Haiti РЕ as <a .. April 13, 1903 © 
Assab-Massowah ee ee ee June 1, 1903 ° э June 30 
LANDLINES. 
Dagua-Buenaventura.. ANN .. June 22, 1908 .. June 25 


Telegraphs im Uganda.—Reuter’s agent at Mengo 
writes :—‘t Tne extension of the telegraph system has been pushed 
on rapidly during the last six months, and now the line is open to 
Butiaba, on the shore of the Albert Nyanza. A branch line has 
been built to a place called Masinde, in Unyoro, a distance of some 
50 miles from the main liue. Oa all these extensions there is no 
extra charge ; thus the mileage open for traffic now in Uganda is as 
follows :—Mobasa to Port Florence, on the Victoria Lake, 584 miles; 
Port Florence to Kampala and Mengo (temporary line), 200 miles ; 
Kampala to Entebbe, 25 miles; Entebbe to Albert Nyanza, 175 
miles; Hoima, Unyoro, to Masinde, 50 miles; total, 1,034 miles. 
The charge over the whole of this distance is 2d. a word, with a 
minimum of 1s. 4d. for a message of eight words. There is also a 
system of telephones along the whole distance, so that traders and 
travellers may use the line when necessary at toc charge of 1s. 4d. 
per conversation. These telegraph lines are called ‘ temporary,’ but, 
as the poles are constructed of bark cloth tree (a species of fig tree), 
and as these have extraordinary powers of germination, all the tele- 
graph poles are now living trees, and should be almost equal in 
point of duration to iron poles, for the fix tres is long lived.".— 
Times А 
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Municipal Telephones.—Mr. Stuart Wortley having 
asked to what municipalities licences have been granted under the 
Telephone Act of 1899, Mr. Austen Chamberlain (say the 7'/mes) 
supplies the following information :— 


: | : Date of expiration 
Licensec. | Date of licence. of licence. 


— —2———— ü — 


December 31, 1918 


March 1 and 6, 1900 


Glasgow Corporation 25 


Tunbridge Wells Corporation April 30, 1900 (see note) 
Belfast Corporation .. December 31, 1911 
Acrii 30, 1901 April ЗО, 1926 


Chard Corporation 
Grantham Corporation . 
Huddersfield Corporation .. 
Portsmouth Corporation 
Hull Corporation T" 
Swansea Corporation "t 
West Hartlepool Corporatio 
Oldham Corporation .. ён 
Scarborough Corporation .. 


December 13, 1901 
September 18, 1900 
February 22, 1901 
September 21, 1901 
August 8, 1903 


June 24, 1922 
December 31, 1911 
February 28, 1928 
June 31, 1926 
December 41, 1911 
December 81, 1920 
September 90, 1927 
December 31, 1920 
December 31, 1911 


Brigbton Corporation 4 


September 27, 1902 
September 80, 1902 
December 81, 1902 
December 31, 1902 


| February 28, 1901 
| 
l 
| 


Note.—The system of the Tanbridge Wells Corporation was transferred by 
consent to the National Telephone Co. in November, 1902. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The Central News Rome corre- 
&pondent says that the construction of Marconi wireless telegraphy 
installations for connecting Bari, in Italy, and Antivari, in 
Montenegro, will be commenced this month, the cost being 
defrayed entirely by the Italian Government. The tariff for 
messages has been fixed at 1 fr. for 20 words. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. Е 


ОРЕМ. 


Aberdare.—July 11th. The U.D.C. wants tenders for 


tbe inetallation of fire call bells.  Particulars at the Surveyor's 
Office, Town Hall. 


Bath.—July 17th. Jet condensing plant, feed pump, 


pipe work, &c, for electricity supply extensions. See ''Official 
Notices” to-day. 


Batley.—July 3rd. Tramway panels and Highfield 
booster for the electricity works. See “Official Notices" June 19th. 


Derby.—July 13th. 


Battery, balancers and boosters, 
switchboards. 


See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


France.—July 7th. The French Ministry of the 
Colonies is inviting tenders until July 7th for the supply of 100 
tons of annealed and galvanised iron telegraph wire for Indo-China. 
Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le 
Ministere des Colonies, 4 bis, Rue Jean Nicot, Paris. 


Guadeloupe.—Angust 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until August 29th next by the municipal authorities of Point а Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 
lighting of the town. 


Hammersmith.—July 15th. Forty alternating current 
arc lamps, & . See Official Notices June 26th. 


Hungary.—August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until August 3186 next by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
czebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 H.P. 


Ipswich.—July 14th. Electricity meters. See Official 
Notices" June 26th. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 25th. 
more electric meters. See '' Official Notices " June 12th. 


Leek.—July 9th. Switchboard, balancing transformer 


and motor-generators, battery, crane. See Official Notices June 
19th. | 


Middlesbrough.—July 4th. Underground mains, road 
work, &c. See Official Notices June 19th. 


New South Wales. — September 12th. Tenders are 
being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their tramway 
power station. 


Norwich.—July 8th. 


and motor. 


000 or 


Cables, meters, accessories, pump 
Bee '' Official Notices" June 26th. 


Pietermaritzburg.— July 6th. Cables, feeder and 
junction boxes, cable terminals and telephones for electric tram- 
ways. See Official Notices” June 19th. 


Pietermaritzburg.—July 29th. Six each single-deck 


bogie and double-deck single-truck cars for the Corporation. See 
“ Official Notices to-day. 


Poplar.—July sth. See “ Official 


Notices " June 26th. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


St. Pancras.—July 8th. Wiring the Godlington Build- 
ings, Gt. College Street, for the Borough Council; algo supply of 
cable to Electricity Department. Bee two Official Notices" 
June 26th. 


St. Pancras.—July 14th. 350,000 carbons (12 months’ 
supply). See Official Notices” June 19th. 


St. Pancras.—July 14th. 
See “ Official Notices ” June 26th. 


Saltbarn.—Storage battery for the Cleveland Trust, Ltd. 
See “ Official Notices” June 19th. 


Servia.— July 13th. The municipal authorities of Nisch 
are inviting tenders until July 13th for the establishment of a 
central electric lighting station in the town. 


Spain.—July 10th. ‘Tenders are being invited until 
July 106 by the Spanish Post and Telegraph authorities, for the 
supply and laying of a submarine telegraph cable betwcen the 
Spanish possession of Fernando Po and the German Colony of 
Kamerun. Tenders are to be sent to La Direccion, General de 
Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas, 10, Madrid, whence particulars may 
be obtained. 


Stepney.—July 21st. Pipe work, water softening plant, 
and storage tanks, for the electricity works. See '' Official Notices " 
Juue 26th. | 


Ато lamp carbons. 


Electric jenny and crab. 


West Ham. — July 14th. High-tension feeders and 
other cables. See Official Notices June 19th. 


Weymouth and Melcombe Regis.— July 19th. Boilers, 
engines and dynamos, and various other plant for electric lighting. 
See Official Notices June 26th. ~ 


CLOSED. 


Barnsley.—The Corporation Electricity Committee has 
accepted the tender of Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., for extensions to 
the switchgear at the E.L. works at £375. 


Derby.—The tenders for the construction of the perma- 
nent way and tho provision of electrical equipment and cars were 
considered by the Tramways Committee, and the Corporation 
bas this week accepted that of Messra. J.G. White & Co, of London, 
for £87,627. There were 72 tenders forall or various portions of 
the work, the five nearest to the accepted one being for the 
following amounts: — 495,795, £98,933, £93,217, £98,923 апа 
£103,708. The total length of the six routes first to be proceeded 
with is 6 miles 3 furlongs 6 chains. The length authorised by the 
Corporation Act of 1901, is 17 miles 7 furlongs 3:15 chains. 


Faversham.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Anchor Cable Co. for electric cables. 


France.—The French Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs 
has placed contracts with M. Grammont, of Pont-de-Cheruy (Itère), 
and La Compagnie Francaise des Metaux, Paris, for a large 
quantity of copper wire at from 1,920 to 1,925 fr. per ton.. 


Heckmondwike.— The U. D. C. has accepted the tender 


of Messrs. Henley's Co. for extensions of the E. L. mains. 


Ilkeston.— The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
the British Westinghouse Co., for the supply of four additional 
tramcars with Milnes bodies, providing two are delivered before 
August lst. 


Kettering.—The U.D.C. on June 21th accepted the 
following tenders in connection with the new electricity works: — 
Messrs. Parker, Ltd., Wolverhampton, for engines, dynamos and 
crane, £4,252; Messrs E. Danks & Co, for boilers, at £2,382 10s. ; 
the Electrical Power Storage Co., for storage battery, at £1,049; 
Messrs. Cox- Walkers, for switchboard and boosters, at £2,183; the 
Gilbert Co., for arc lamps, at £262; Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., 
Ltd., for mains and arc lamp-posts, at £7,694 7s. 11d.; Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox, for pipework, at £2,633. 


Launceston, Tasmanla.— We understand that the con- 
tract for the re-construction of the electric light and power trans- 
mission plant for Launceston, Tasmania, has been placed with 
Mesers. Witting, Eborall & Co., Ltd., of Temple Bar House, E.C. 
This contract comprises the supply of four Francis type turbines of 
445 B. H. P. each, these turbines being direct coupled to 300 xw. 
three-phase generators, giving a terminal pressure of 5,000 
volte. Also high and low-tension switchboards in generating 
station and sub-station, together with separately driven exciters, 
motors, and material for the overhead transmission line, The 
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plant previously in use consisted of 100-Kw. single-phase alternators 
giving 2,000 volts. The re-construction of the present plant is 
being carried out by Messrs. Witting, Eborall & Co., Ltd., to the 
specification of Mr. William Corin, the Launceston City Electrical 
Engineer. We understand that the contract for the transformers 
for this installation has been placed with the Burnand Transformer 
Co, Ltd., of Salford, for 93 machines. 


Leicester.—The Corporation Tramways Committee his 
divided the contract for the supply of new tramcars between 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Preston, and the Brush Co., of Lough- 
borough. The price is about £500 per car. 


Stoke-on-Trent.— The T.C. on Friday accepted the 
tender of Mr. T. Godwin, of Hanley, for the erection of the electric 
light station and destructor works at £5,873. 


Swansea. Messrs. Mills, English & Co. have secured the 
contract for th: electric lighting equipment for the Swansea 
Grammar and Technical Schools, at £611. 


Yoker.—The Brandon Bridge Co., Ltd., Motherwell, bas 


recured the contract for the girder and roofing work of the Clyde 


Valley Electric Power Co.’s extensive works at Yoker. 


` 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, July 6th.—At 11.45 a.m. At Earl’s Court. Opening of 
the Fire Prevention Congress by the Lord Mayor. 


Wednesday, July 8th (also 9th and 10th).—Annual Conference of 
the Municipal Tramways Association at Glasgow. 
(See Notes " columns). 


Wednesday and Thursday, July 8th and 9th —Fire Congrees at 
Cexton Hall Westminster. Electrical Safeguards 
and Fire Alarms Section. Papers as follows:— 


“ Safetv and Control Arrangements for Fire Alarm fysteins,” 
by Alex. Siemens. 

“The Necessity of Automatic Fire Alarm Systems,” by G. Н. 
Oatway. 

“Electric Wiring and Electric Risks,” by Ed. C. de Segundo. 

“ Electrica] Risks in Theatres," by Hip. Cazier, Criel. 

t ет Practical Safeguards against Lightning,” by Alfred 

ands. 


Wednesday, July 15, and three following days.—Convention of 
the Municipal Electrical Association at Bunder- 
land, &c. 


ADDENDA TO ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS LIST. 


КотнеєАҮ. —20 bogie motor-cars, Dick-Kerr and Brush motors. 
Add 1 Diesel oil engine and Dick-Kerr dynamo. Total 
capacity of plant, 400 x w. 


EHEEBNESS.— 8. and District Electric Power and Traction Co., Ltd. 
Opened April, 1903. Manager, W. I. Cutbush. Electrical 
engineer, J. B. Rumford. 24 m. single, { m. double track. 
Rails, 94 lbs. per yd. Side poles, flex. suspension. Brush 
motors. 3 B. & W., 3 Browett-Lindley-Brush sets, 
360 Kw. Mains, Callender solid. Lighting and traction 
station. 


StocKPORT.—Track, 34 m. double, 3 m. single. 30 motor-cars. Add 
| 1 В. & W. Total capacity of plant, 600 kw. Annual car 
mileage, 45124; passengers carried, 2,737,261. 


Егеств1сїтү Мовкз. 

LrirH - Extens. in progress—2 Tanc, 2 Belliss-Silvertown, 
350 Kw. each. Max. load, 725 kw Total capital exp., 
£82,080 Pr. Itg., 59,637, inc. motors; lamps added, 
24,520. Pub.ltg.. 265 arc. Motors, 162 = 889 m.r. Units 
sold, 1,232,496. Price obtained, pr. Itg., 2°68d.; pub. ltg., 
£20 per arc lamp p.a. = 1:340. per unit, inc. all charges. 
Works coste, °753d. 


Буре ARD St. HELEXxs.—Capacity of battery, 800 ampere-hours at 
normal discharge rate. 


NOTES. 


The Robertson Electric Lamp Works.—On Friday 
last week the opening of the extensions to these works was cele- 
brated in due form in the presence of a large number of guests; the 
Mayor of Hammersmith took the leading part in the ceremony, thus 


formally: recognising tho. importance to the. borcugh of the industry 


which has been established within its borders by the General 
Electric Co., Ltd. 

Prior to the actual opening ceremony, the guests were conducted 
over the whole of the works, which were iu full operation, and the 
various procesees in tbe manufacture of the '' Robertson " lamp 
were explained to them; the inspection constituted an entertain- 
ment of unusual interest, while a neat brochure presented 
to each of the guests gave a brief account of the process of manu- 
facture, and of the works of the Incandescent Electric Lamp Co., 
Ltd. The latter are said to be the largest of their kind in the king- 
dom, and have an output of over 3, 000, 000 per annum. The 
employés number 550, and will soon reach 700, while the company 
pays in wages over £20,000 per annum. In his addiess the Mayor 
referred to the fact that the company is the best customer of the 
borough electricity works, consuming over 150,000 units annually, in 
addition to the electricity generated by its own plant. 

Mr. C. J. Robertson and Mr. C. Wileon, joint managers of the 
works, took part in the proceedings; Mr. G. Byng, chairman of the 
General Electric Co , and one of the founders of the works in 1893, 
was unable to attend, but sent an address, which we reproduce 
in another column. 

The guests were entertained with ligh. refreshments, and music 
provided by the Blue Hungarian Band; afterwards they witnessed 
an interesting turn-out and life-saving display, carried out by the 
works fire brigade in excellent style. 


The Institution of Mechanical Engineers.—The 
summer meeting is to be held at Leeds, from Tuesday, July 28tb, 
E Friday 31st. The following papers have been arranged 
or:— 

" Economy of Fuel ia Electric Generating Stations,” by Mr. 
Henry McLaren. ; 

" Tbe Diesel En, ine,“ by Mr. Н. Ade Clark. 

“The De Laval Steam Turbine,” by Mr. Arthur Greenwood. 

" Rooting Existing Shops while Work is Proceediog," by Mr. 
R. H. Fowler. 

“A New Form of Friction Clutch," by Prof. H. 8. Hele-Shaw, 
LL.D., F.R.8. 

A full list of visits has been arranged, including the electric 
lighting and tramway stations, and numerous engineering factories 


Sweet are the Uses of Advertisement, —We cull the 
following from the Eveniny Standard of Wednesday last : — 

The successful appeal of a contemporary against the magisterial 
conviction for baving published an illegal betting advertisement, 
will be accepted as being the more equitable of the two rulings. 
The editorial chair is beset with so many difficulties that it would 
not be fair to add the responsibility for the intention with which 
every paid notice may be inserted. The most innocent aunounce- 


ment might be a cloak for the most fraudulent scheme; but it is 


not the duty of an editor to make exhaustive inquiries before putting 
it into his paper. Ifany advertisement contained matt^r which was 
in itself an infringement of the law, there would bo some grounds 
for an action, but when there is no suggestion of a desire to 
commit a misdemesnour, and there is no proof of any irregularity 
having arisen from its publication, a prosecution can only be con- 
sidered arbitrary even if the advertisement be that of a firm whose 
former traosactions bave brought them under the suspicion of the 
authorities." 

The writer must surely have had'in mind the strictures recently 
made by us and some of our technical contemporaries on a certain 
advertisement which appeared on several occasions lately in the 
business pages of the Standard“ 


Mersey Railway Engines aud Cars.— Eighteen loco- 
motives, 96 four-wheeled carriages and a gas plant and sundries, 
used until quite recently in the working of the Mersey Railway 
through the Mersey Tunnel, were catalogued for sale by auction, 
and were to have been sold on Friday last at Birkenhead. The 
stock was announced by the auctioneer, Mr. G. N. Dixon (Liverpool), 
to be in excellent condition, and an engine which originally cost 
£2,500, was first offered. Oaly one bid, of £250, was made, and 
the “lot” was withdrawn. A carriage was next offered, and was 
ultimately sold for £59. No other lots of the rolling stock were 
offered. The gas plant which had been producing 40,000 cab. ft. 
per week was submitted, but failed to elicit a bid. The sale then 
terminated. It is understood that some of the engines have since 
been sold by private treaty. The engines were built by Beyer, 
Peacock & Co., and Kitson & Co., and have cylinders 194 and 21 in. 
in diameter with a stroke of 26 in. Tney bave been displaced by 
the electrification of the Mersey Railway. 


Society of Arts’ Conversazione.— Ou Tuesday evening 
last the annual conversazione of the Society of Arts was held in the 
Gardens of the Royal Botanic Society, Regent’s Park ; the guests 
were received by the chairman, Sir W. H. Preece, and other 
members of the Council, and a very large number of visitors were 
present. The gardens and conservatory were illuminated with 
coloured lamps, and with the Kitson incandcscent oil light—which 
it must be confessed was neither silent nor free from odour; 
elaborate displays of roses, by Messrs. Paul & Son, and of other 
flowers and pigmy trees by Messrs. Barr & Sons, evoked general 
admiration; the string band of the Scots Guards and the band of 
the Royal Engineers provided musical entertainment of excellent 
quality, and the weather was all that could be desired. Conse- 
quently this popular function passed off with all its usual éclat. 
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The Tramways Convention at Glasgow.— The 
official programme has been issued in connection with the annual 
conference of the Municipal Tramways Association of Great 
Britain, which takes place in the City Chambers, Glaszow, on 
Jaly 8th, 9th and 10th. Mr. John Young, manager of the Glasgow 
Corporation Tramways, the first president of the Association, 
presides over the Conference, at which the following papers are to 
be read :—“ Standardisation of Tramway Accounts,“ by Mr. J. 
Dalrymple, accountant to the Glasgow Corporation Tramways; 
„Hours of Labour of Tramway Employés,” by Mr. A. Baker, chief 
officer of the London County Council Tramways; “Permanent Way 
Construction and Maintenance; Tramway Conditions ia America 
and Great Britain Compared,” by Mr. C. R Bellamy, manager 
Liverpool Corporation Tramways; and “Selection and Training 
of Motormen and Conductors,” by Mr. L. Mackinnon, traffic 
superintendent, Glasgow Tramways. The members of the Con- 
ference are to be officially received by th: Glasgow Corporation, and 
entertained to a civic dinner. On the 9th the party visit Pinkston 
Power Station of the Glasgow Tramways, and the same evening the 
annual Association dinner takes place. The concluding day is to 
be given overtoatrip by the new turbine steamer to Inverary, 
the seat of the Duke of Argyle. 


Mr. Chamberlain’s Scheme and the Engineering 
Trades.—At a meeting of members of Parliament and others con- 
nected with the iron, steel, mechanical, and electrical engineering 
trades, held in one of the Committee rooms of the House of 
Commons on June 25th, Mr. E. Windsor Richards presiding, it 
was resolved, on the motion of Colonel Charles Allen, seconded by 
S:r A. Hickman, M.P. :— 

“That, having regard to the present public discussion as to pos- 
sible fiscal changes, it is desirable that a committee of those 
interested in the iron and steel manufactures and in the construc- 
tion of all kinds of machinery be formed for the purpose of calling 
attention tothe unfair and illegitimate competition arising from 
hostile tariffa, trusts, and cartels, to which those trades are sub- 
jected ; and to that end, and in anticipation of possible negotia- 
tions with forcign and Colonial Governments, reliable information 
ebould be invited from manufacturers, to enable Parliament and 
the country generally to correctly appreciate the serious injury 
which threatens British manufacturing industrics.” 

A committee, with Sir Joseph Lawrence, M.P., as hon. sec. 
(pro tem.), was appointed, on the motion of Mr. Hardy, M.P., 
seconded by Mr. Alfred Bald win, M.P.— The Times. 


Congratulations.—Not many of the birthday honours 
came the way of those associated with electrical or engineering 
professions and callings. We might almost say that science 
was given the cold shoulder. We note a very gratifying exception in 
the case of Mr. John Gavey, the very genial engiveer-in-chief of 
the General Post Office. Those who know Mr. Gavey and the 
sterling value of the services he has rendered to his department 
and to the country, will readily concede that his appointment to be 
a Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath (Civil 
Division) is as well merited as the honour given to any other 
gentleman whose name appears in the list. He is в man of moat 
excellent scientific attainments and personal qualities, is a Govern- 
ment official who knows what hard work means, and is by no means 
lacking in backboue. His presence is an assurance for the 
harmonious working of the engineering department, over whose 
very extensive operations he exercises a thorough supervision. 

We also congratulate the following gentlemen upon appoint- 
ment to the Imperial Service Order, which his Majesty recently 
instituted for members of the Civil Bervice as a recognition of long 
and meritorious service :— 

Mr. W. R Culley, tuperintendent, Submarine Telegraph Branch, 
General Post Office. 

Mr. 8. С. Hooley, Controller of Stores, G.P.O. 

Mr. E. Trenam, Controller, Central Telegraph Office, G.P.O. 


Overhead Electric Wires.—In the House of Commons 
on June 24th, Mr. Markham asked the President of the Board of 
Trade what were the present regulations restricting the use of high 
voltage currents carricd on bare wires over or on public roads; and 
whether, seeing that currents of 10,000 to 40,000 volts were carried 
by overhead bare wires on the Continent and in America to the 
advantage of the industrial community, he would consider whether 
& pressure of 10,000 volts could now be permitted, provided that 
efficient cradles cr guard, of a typeapproved by him, were employed 
to protect such wires; whether he bad any information showing 
that high tension bare wires carrying high voltage current had ever 
caused any injury or loss of life to the public in America and on 
the Continent, wben used only for transmittiog power to sub- 
stations; and that the dangers to the public, if any, were not 
greater where bare wires transmitted current direct to tram motors 
than in the case where the line was never in contact with a moving 
collector. 

The Standurd quotes the following reply made by Mr. Law:— 
“The Board of Trade have not yet made any regulations relating to 
the transmission of electricity at high voltage by bare overhead 
wires. I have no information as to injury or loss of life to the 
public caused by bare wires carrying high voltage supply in America 
or on the Continent, or asto the relative dangers to the public from 
wires used for tramways (where constructed under Board of Trade 
regulations) and from those used for other purposes. Two schemes 
have recently been submitted, aad are now before the Board's 
electrical adviser, who has been instructed that the promoters may 
proceed with their works step by step under his supervision. The 
Board propose to give their best consideration to applications for 
the yse of high voltage, degling with each case on ita merits.” 


Electrical Wonders in the Daily Press.—We are 
tired of exposing the absurdities perpetrated by the editors and 
correspondents of the daily papers in technical matters, and were 
it not for a sense of duty, not unmixed with indigaation, we should 
spare our readers from the recital of their iniquities. The defici- 
encies of our system of so-called education, wbich too often 
appears to be confined to dead languages, raggiog, &c., are 
painfully evidenced when the non-technical journalist comes in 
contact with the phenomena of physical scieace, his information on 
such matters seemingly extendiag no further than the glass 
cylinder frictional machine and the common pump. Hence it is, 
no doubt, that in the D.T. of Tuesday last “ Our Own Correspon- 
dent" in New Vork describes to an astonished audience the wonders 
of high-frequency currents, with which ele:tricians were 
familiarised by Tesla years ago. ‘The origin of this outbreak was 
a demonstration at the Univeraity of Michigan, where, we are told, 
“the fatal current of 5,000 volts” was transformed up to 500,000 
volts, with 800,090 alternations per second, and became harmless 
and agreeable. ‘‘ The effect was tremendous!” 

Again, in the D.M. of Wednesday, “Our Own Corro- 
spondent "—this time ia Chicago—states that a Frederick Schoon- 
maker is arrangisg to "fire а spherical magnet towards the sky. 
To the projectile will be attached a coil of wire 20 or 30 miles in 


- length.” It is supposed that once it is beyond the pale of the law 


of gravitation, the magnet will be drawn into the electric sea 
surrounding the earth and held there. By means of the wire it is 
hoped that a limitless supply of electric power will ba obtained." 
The D.M. correspondent calls this "a novel experiment"; some- 
what to our surprise, we were unable to fiad & leaderette pointing 
out the marvellous benetits which will be derived from the epoch- 
making invention, or lamenting our backward state as compared 
with America in the world of science. It is not long since an 
article a column long ia the D.A. was filled with extravagant bal- 
derdash about the terrors of the sub-atations on the Central London 
Railway, compared with which, it would seem, hell itself would pale 
its ineffectual fires. Why, in the name of reason, are not these wild 
screcds submitted to some first year student at a technical college 
for criticism, instet of being printed without a word to indicate to 
the public their utter мог. hlessness ? 


International Telegraph Conference.—On Saturday 
last a delightful day was spent by the delegates to the Telegraph 
Conference in visiting Kenilworth, Warwick and Stratford-oa- 
Avon; the excursion was organised and carried out by the India- 
Rubber, Gatta-Percha and Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., of Silver- 
town, and it is therefore superfluous to add that the arrangements 
made for the comfort of the guests were perfect. 

The foreign delegates left Euston at 9 am. for Kenilworth, 
whence they proceeded by road vid Guy's Cliffe to Warwick 
Castle. Here they joined a party composed of the directors of 
the company and their friends, who were conveyed from London by а 
special dining-car train chartered by the company, tid the Great 
Western route through Reading. After visiting the Castle, where 
the private rooms were thrown open to the visitors as a special 
favour, the guests were received by the Earl and Countess of 
Warwick at the main entrance, and the Earl in a brief address bade 
them a hearty welcome. The party then strolled through the 
grounds of the Castle, and afterwards were entertained to luncheon 
in а marquee set up in the Park, the Silvertown Company 
being the hosts. Duriog luncheon the band of the Scots Guards 
performed a programme of national airs, A vocal concert given by 
the Novello-Davies Part-Singers followed. The party then divided, 
the delegates proceeding to Stratford-on-Avon by road, whilet the 
rest of the visitors returned to London in a special train on the 
L. and N.-W. Railway. At Stratford, Shakespeare's birthplace, the 
Church and the Memorial Hall were visited, after which the party 
returned to London, dining en route. 

There were about 130 in each party, or 260 in all. Amongst the 
Foreigu delegates were:— 


M. le Colonel Frey, Director of the Berae International O:fice ; 
M. Sydow, delegate for Germany; 

M. le Baron Alfred Fries, Austria ; 

M. J. Banneux, Belgium; 

M. N. Meyer, Denmark ; 

Senor D. Primitivo N. Vigil, Spain; 

M. le Chevalier Rodano, Italy ; 

M. le Dr. Hennyey de Hennye, Hungary ; 
M. Sins, France; 

M. le Conseiller A. Pereira, Portugal ; 

M. M. R. Sahlin, Sweden ; and 

M. Fehr, Switzerland. 


The weather was perfect, and the entertainment was in every 
way most enjoyable. We must not forget to mention & souvenir 
of the visit, prepared, we bclieve, by Mr. Crouch, secretary of the 
Silvertown Co, in which the historical associations connected with 
the places visited were set forth in a light and interesting style cf 
high literary merit. 


Appointments Vacant.—A teacher of electric wiring 
for one evening per week at Southend Technical School; shift 
engineer for Ilford electricity works (353.); a teacher of electric 
wiring for the Acton and Chiswick Polytechnic (one evening per 
weck); assistant electrical engineer for Llandudno (£100); 
engineer for the Llandrindod Wells E.L. & P. Co. at £125. Bee 
" Officia! Notices ” to-day. 
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Errata.— We are informed that the four Berryman feed- 
water heaters installed at the Stuart Street (Manchester) Electricity 
Works were made by the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineer- 
ing Co, Ltd., as part of their contract for the pipework, pumps, &c , 
and that they are not the largest size made. Also а large number 
of the valves used were supplied by Messrs. Templer & Ranoe, 
Ltd, of their patent “stop and isolating,” “Sterling,” “ Dare,” 
and “T. R.” types, through the contractors for the boilers and 
pipework. | 


Personal.—A farewell dinner was given on the 25th ult. 
at the Frascati Restaurant to Mr. L. L. Hartvigson, engineer in 
Englend of the Great Northern Telegraph Co., on the occasion of 
his leaving London shortly in order to take over the appointment 
of superintendent of tke company's cable station at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Mr. F. О. C. Nielsen, the Great Northern Telegraph Co.'s 
representative in England, presided, and some 60 gentlemen were 
present. After loyal toasts, the chairman proposed the health of 
the guest of the evening, dwelling upon Mr. Hartvigson’s abilities 
and the important and responsible position he has held 
during his long term of service in London. Mr. Hartvigson 
can show 30 years’ service with the company, the last 
20 years of which have been passed uninterruptedly in 
London. Mr.  Hartvigson returred thanks, and said he 
would always look back with sincere pleasure to his warm welcome 
that evening. Mr. J. P. Hooper, recalled his father’s and his own 
connection with the company when the firet cables in the Far East 
were laid by the original firm of Hoopers, and Mr. George Sutton, 
managing director of Henley’s, referred to Hr. Hartvigson's strict 
and unvarying attention to the company’s interests. Amonget 
those present were: Mr. Th. Rasschou, Acting Consul Gereral for 
Denmark in England, Mr. St. A. Bille (Cope nbagen), Lieut. J. J. Bahn- 
son, Messrs. C. F. Venndt, G. Meiklereid, W. Potter, Fred Hooper, 
and Harold Ohlson. The enjoyment of the evening was enhanced 
by selections on the violin and piano rendered by Messrs. Rasschov, 
Axel Larsen and Michaelsen. 

Mr. E. B. Scbattner, who has joined the staff of the General 
Electric Co., of America, was presented with “a handsome address 
and present by the staff of the Scbattner Electricity Meter Co., Ltd, 
on the occasion of his departure. 

Our sincere congratulations to Mr. A. M. Thompson, 
M. Inst. C E, M. I. E E., signal superintendent to the London 
and North- Western Railway, at Crewe, who has been 
appointed electrical engineer to the company, from July 1st, in 
succession to Mr. J. W. Fletcher, who retired from the service on 
that date. Mr. Thompson wil), in addition to his present duties, 
“ charge of the electrical and telegraph work. His office will be 
at Crewe. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


a» 
Ox June 18th, the Lowestoft Electricity Works’ staff went for their 
annus! outing. The party numbering 36, and including Mr. G. A. 
Brece, the borough electrical engineer, proceeded by the Atalanta 
эр the river to Cantley. Dinner was served at the Coldham Hall 
otel. 

Mr. W. J. Sowresr, chief assistant at Coventry Corporation 
Electricity Works has been appointed borough electrical engineer 
at Dorchester. 

Gillingham (Kent) U.D.C. has engaged the resident electrical 

engineer (Mr. A^ D. CHALMERS) on the following terms:—Thrce 
years’ engagement, £250 per annum for the first year, £300 for the 
second, and £350 for the third, with half the premium of one 
articled pupil. 
: The Burton-upon-Trent Corporation having appointed Mr. P. J. 
PRISGLE to the position of borough electrical engineer and tram- 
ways manager, Mr. F. L. RAMsDEN's duties aud responeibilities, so 
far as the electric light is concerned, have ceased. Further com- 
munications on this subject should therefore be addressed to Mr. 
Pringle. 

Out of 106 applicante, Mr. Н. Warina, of Mexborough, has been 
appointed resident electrical engineer at Todmorden, at £25). 

At the monthly meeting of the Derby Town Council, held on 
Wednesday, July ist, Mr. A. Воттевуовтн, J.P. (chairman of the 
Electric Lighting Committee), proposed that the salary of Mr. T. P. 
WirMsHUBST (electrical engineer) be increased from £500 to £650 per 
annum. He said that a few weeks ago Mr. Wilmshurstapplied to him 
fır a testimonial as an applicant for the post of electrical engineer 
at Birmingham. He consulted with Alderman Duesbury, the chair- 
man of the Tramways Committee, as they were about to electrify 
the trams, and they came to the conclusion that if they could retain 
his services it would be a very wire thing for Derby. He referred 
to Mr. Wilmshurst's work during the time he bad been in Derby, 
and said that when he came there the works were in about as poor and 
bad a condition as electrical works could be, but by his own sagacity 
and knowledge he had remedied this and turned a rotten concern 
into a scund one. He pointed out that the Tramways Committee 
had arranged to pay the Electric Lighting Committee £150 per 
annum for the next three years in consideration of Mr. WILus- 
BURST'8 services in connection with the electric tramway scheme 
Mr. A. WILSON seconded. Mr. G. FosTER objected strongly to the 
proposal, and said he would neither be coerced nor cajoled into voting 
for an increase to any official by the threat of his leaving if they 
did not make it worth his while. A long discussion followed 


during which it was stated that Mr. Wilmshurst came to Derby 
from Halifax less than five years ago, and in the meantime his 
salary had been raised by £150. In the end the motion was defeated 
by 23 votes to 22. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Universal Insulator, Ltd. (77,770).—This company was regis- 
tered on June 20th, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to adopt an agree- 
ment with L. Grote and E. Perry, to manufacture, buy, sell, let on hire, licence 
orroyalty, or otherwise deal in electric insulators and moulded articles of any 
kind, and to carry on the business of mechanical and electrical engineers and 
manufacturers, machinists, fitters, foundere, smitbs. wire drawers, rubber 
manufacturers, cutlers, ironmongers, platers, &с. The first subscribers (each 
with one share) are:—J. Brockel-bv, 82, Old Jewry, E.C., clerk; Н. Spinks, 45, 
Roding Road, Homerton, N E., clerk; А. D. Brown, 31, Reighton Road, Upper 
Clapton, shorthand writer; Н. E. Richardson, 67, Shepherd's Bush Green, W., 
clerk ; J. W. Pollard, 11, Hartwood Road, Wendall Park, Shepherd's Bush, W., 
clerk; D. J. Prosser, Lovett Villa, Devonshire Road, Merton, S. W., clerk; and 
G. E. Saunders, 61, Larkfield Road, Richmond, Surrey, clerk. No initial public 
issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than three; 
the first are E. Perry (managing director), &nd others to be appointed by the 
subscribers; remuneration according to the sales, 


Henley's (South Africa) Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 
(77,781).—This company was registered on June 72nd, with a capital of £2,000 
їп £1 shares, to carry on in South Africa or elsewhere the business of elec- 
triciana, telegraph and t: lephone engineers and contractors, submarine, cable 
and telegraph and telephone instrument manufacturers, wire drawers, 
galvanisers, wire rope makers and engineers, producers of light, heat or power 
by electricity, galvanism, or magnetism, Åc., in 8. Africa or elsewhere. The 
first subscribers (cach with one sharc) аге :—S. Gedge, 11, Great George Street, 
Westminster, solicitor; F. Newton, 9, Warrington Crecent, Warwick Road, 
Paddington, gentleman; G. Sutton, 27, Martin's Lane, Cannon Street, E.C., 
electr. cal engineer; W. J. Potter, 21, Princess Avenue, Muswe!! Hill, N., secre- 
tary; J. V. Butler, 27, Martin's Lane, E.C., clerk; C. E. Lifenux, 77, Martin's 
Lane, E.C., clerk ; and F. J. Bettley, 27, Martiu's Lane, E.C., clerk. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less tban two nor more than 
seven; the subscibers are to appointthe first; qualification and remuneration 
as fixed by the company. Registered oftice, 27, Martin's Lane, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 


Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd. (5,383).— This company was 
registered in Edinburgh on June 24th, with a capital of £200,000 in £5 
shares, to acquire the business now carried on in Edinburgh, London, Cardiff, 
Manchester, Newcastlc-on- Tyne, and elsewhere, as D. Bruce Peebles & Co., and 
to carry on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers, suppliers of 
electricity, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—W. C. 
Peebles, Hope Park, Trinity, Edinburgh, engineer; A. C. Peebles, Hope Park, 
Trinity, Edinburgh, engineer; R. 8. Portheim, 37, Victoria Street, 8.W., engi- 
neer; M. T. Pickstone, Tay Works, Edinburgh, engineer; Н. Mungall, 20, 
Royal Terrace, Edinburgh, coalmaster; J. R. Peebles, Hope Lodge, Trinity, 
Edinburgh, engineer; I, M. Somerviile Shaw, 17, St. Andrew's Square, Edin- 
burgh, stockbroker. The number of directors is not to be Jess than three nor 
more than seven; the first are W. C. Peebles, A. C. Peebles, R. 8. Portheim, 
M. I. Pickstone, and Н. Mungall. Registered office, Tay Works, Bonnington, 
Edinburgh, 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


THE accounts of the Stockton Electrical 


Stockton Department just issued record the second com- 
Municipal plete years work. From the analysis given 
Electric below it will be eeen that the undertaking is 
Supply. making steady progress—the output havirg in- 


creased 47 per cent. on the previous year with- 
out appreciably affecting the average price obtained, and this bas 
been accompanied by a deerc ase of over a 3d. per unit in gencrating 
costs; the groes profits have ccreequently reached nearly 24 times 
the previous year’s amount. 

The load factor during the year was 10˙5 per cent., and the total 
works cost, rather over 24d. per unit sold, figures which compare 
well with other local undertakings of similar age, 

Situated as these supply areas are, in a coal producing and manu- 
facturing district, there is no reason why the motive power ard 
private lighting supplies should not be more equally divided ; when 
the works costs would not be more than half their present figure. 
Doubtless, central station engineers are well aware of this fact, but 
the situation points to an amazing lack of appreciation of the 
essential conditions of cheap supply on the part of many of the 
Lighting Committees composed of so-called business men. Of the 
total 299,980 units sold, public lamps took 68,491 units (there being 
44 arcs for street lighting). The prices charged for private lighting 
are 6d. and 24d. per unit on the maximum demand system, and for 
power 2d. to 13d. per unit. The borough electrical engineer is Mr. 


J. J. Smith. 
GENEBAL STATEMENT. 

For year ending March 815{— 1602. 19€8. Ino. 
Total capital expendcd . £35,534 £47,079 £12,145 
Number of units sold 205,322 299.980 94,658 
Equivalent number of 8-c.p. lamps 11,856 17,179 5.323 
No. and H.P. of motors ... .. 12 motors 18 motors 6 motors 

2 35 HP. (8 HP. 33 HP. 

Maximum load ір K. sae 261 323 62 
Reserve Gross revenue we 43, 406 £5,024 £1,618 
Account Gross expenditure £2,643 £3,159 £516 
IL Gross profit T £763 £1,865 £1,102 
Average price per unit sold aoe 3:984, 403d. 05а, 
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REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1901-2. 1902-3. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
By sale of energy 43,316 3:884. 44,889 3:934. 05d. 
Meter rents, “с. ... 90 10d. 135 10d. 00d. 


£3,406 398d. £5,024 408d. 05d. 


Gross revenue 


Cost OF PRODUCTION. 
1901-2. 1902-3. 
Gross, Per unit. Gross. Perunit. Inc. 
Coal, &c. ; 


А РР T 24 £719 ма, 4811 67d. — 17а. 
Oil, waste, water and engine- room 
stores as fa Te M 169 20d. 197 16d. — 04d. 
Wages incurred in generation and 


distribution .. i3 is T 808 91d. 578 46d. — 48d. 
Repairs and maintenance of build- 
ings, machinery and plant ©; 184 21d. 837 ‘Bld. +104. 


Works and distribution costs £1,989 2:190. £2,003 1'60d. -—'594. 

Rents, rates and taxes А ss 254 30d. 273 "22d, — 08d. 

Management expenses, including | 
salaries, engineer, апа clerical 

й B56 42а. 481 ‘89d. — 0d. 


taff  .. да ©» " ; 
G neral establishment charges, 
printing, stationery, insurance, 
law and sundry T s 5% 143 Id. 402 За. +°13d. 
Total works costs . £2,643 309d. £8,159 2:52d. — 57d. 
PROFIT STATEMENT. 
1902. 1903. 
Interest on loans ... ay 55 sige £747 £1,165 
Sinking fund — ыо Е. 835 1,415 
Credit balance from 1901 ... m ЕЎ — 227 — 
Debit balance T oon eee eee TR 592 —715 
Gross profit iet А iex £763 £1,865 


—— — — — 


On the year's working a gross profit of £1,865 was earned, and 
after meeting financial charges, which were much higher than in the 
preceding year, there remains a deficiency of £715. 


THE returns for the first year's working of the 


Middleton Middleton electrical undertaking show that a 
Corporation surplus of £134 remains after meeting working 
Electric and financial charges. This satisfactory result 
Supply. is attributable to the fact tL at over 90 per cent. 


of the units were supplied for traction, and to 

the department being well situated in regard to a cheap fuel supply. 
The total works costs amount to ‘90d. per unit, the largest item, fuel, 
being ‘32d. Although these figures are undoubtedly low, both the 
load factor of 17 per cent. and the works ccsts are capable of 
further improvement, taking into account the possible develop- 
ments in motive power, which a manufacturing district facilitates. 

The prices charged were:—For private lighting, ^d. to 4d. per 
B. T. U.; power, 2d. to 144. ; traction, 14d. to 1d. 

Mr. S. Pauls is the borough electrical engineer. 


GENNRAL. STATEMENT. 
For the year ending March, 1603. 


Total capital expenditure ... iis . £36,551 Av. price 
obtained. 
Number f Private supply iei 85 40,026 4 08d. 
of units | Public „ kd EN bs 9,000 2а, 
во1а. Traction ,, Y m . 634,544 1:39d. 
Total number of units sold 683,570 — 
Equivalent number of 8-c.P. lamps edi 4,186 — 
Number of public lampe ies ses .. 9 rcs — 
Number of motors and horse-power... . 5 = ВНР. — 
Gross revenue T T £4,504 — 
Кр » expenditure iss Vis £2,569 — 
` » profit d v 8 £1,935 — 
Average price obtained per unit sold T 1:58d. — 


REvENUE STATEMENT. 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy ee i T . &4477 158d. 
Meter rents, e. ves Ps — 7 27 00d. 


Total revenue b 44,504 158d. 


WORKING EXPEN SES. 
Gross. Per unit. 


Coal and other fuel, including cartage ... T £908 32d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine- room stores т 175 06d. 
Wages of workmen id ae е igi 793 28d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, 
generating and distributing plant, &c. iss 66 02d. 
Works and distribution costs ... .. £1,947 68d. 
Rent, rates and taxes  ... m N is 149 '05d. 
Management expenses, salaries engineers’ depart- 
ment, collectors, accountants and clerical staff, 
stationery, printing, law charges, insurance, 
and general establishment charges. ps 473 17d. 


Total costs s a. £32,569 90d. 


PROFIT STATEMENT. 


Interest on loans, &c. sie sak 480 .. £1,089 
Sinking fund ... 9 5 8 B TS — 712 
Balance carried forward ... ... m "E 134 

Gross profit £1,935 


On the year's working the department made a gross profit of 
£1,935; and (after meeting financial charges, a surplus of £134 
remaing—an excellent, though not, under the circumstances, 
unlooked-for, result. 


CITY NOTES. 


J. G. White & Co., Utd. 


LogD ARTHUR BUTLER presided at the meeting of this company, 
held on June 29th st 224, College Hill. He said that the profit and 
loss account showed a balance of profit for the half-year ended 
February 28th, 1903, of £14,628, which compared favourably with 
former results. After bringing forward the balance from the last 
report—namely, £11,469 18s.—the total to the credit of profit and 
loss was £26,098. On the credit side of the balance-sheet the 
item “ Purchase of business " stood at the same figure as at August 
3186, 1902. Included in this figure was the cost of the goodwill 
of the business; and the policy of the directors was to provide for 
the gradual extinction of this amount by the creation of а reserve 
fund. Sums would be set aside from time to time out of the profite 
for this purpose, and it was recommended that £5,000 be set aside 
out of tbe present half-year's profits. Generally speaking, the 
accounts showed a distinct advance in the position of the company. 
The capital had hitherto proved tufficient for the company's con- 
struction business, but recently several favourable propositions had 
been under consideration, in which the question of financial 
assistance was an important factor, and the directors might find it 
advisable, in order to extend the scope of business, to propose а 
further increase in the capital of the company. The outlook for 
new business for the current year was distinctly good. With regard 
to the proposed method of declaring dividends, the result of the 
half-year’s trading quite justified the declaration of a 10 per cent. 
dividend on both classes of shares; but if this plan were adopted 
without explanation, shareholders would, no doubt, look for a 
continuance of dividends at the same rate, and this, the directora 
considered, when coupled with the necessity for providing a reserve 
fund, might be placing too heavy a burden upon the resources of a 
young company. For this reason, it was proposed to adopt the 
policy of declaring a dividend at a rate which the directors con- 
sidered, from the business outlook, the company would be able to 
maintain for the ensuing year, ard a special dividend, based entirely 
on the results of the trading in the past half-year. 

Mr. А. N. Сохметт seconded the adoption of the report, which 
was carried ulahimously. 

The CHAIRMAN also moved that dividends be sanctioned and 
declared as follows:— 

(a) A dividend, free of tax, at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum on the 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares for the half-year to February th, 1903, 
absorbing £8,258 13s. 4d.; (b) A dividend, free of tax, at the rate of 8 per cent. 
per annum on the ordinary shares forthe half-year to February 25th, 1903, 
absorbing £2,000; (c) A special dividend, free of tax, at the rate of 2 per cent. 
per annum on the preference and ordinary shares for the halí-year to February 
eh, 1903, absorbing £1,614 18s. 4d. 

This was unanimously agreed to. А 

The sum of £5,000 was allocated to reserve fund, and £14,525 29, 3d. 
was carried forward to the next account. 

The retiring directors (Lord Arthur Butlerand Mr. A. N. Connett) 
were re-elected. 


Electrical Power Storage Co. 


THE directors’ report to May 31st, 1903, to be presented at the 
meeting on July 9th, reads :— 


The profit for the year, including the balance of €854 14s. 9d. brought forward, 
is £11,983 178. 10d. Out of this sum the directors have carried £5,000 to the 
reserve fund and £1,000 to the contingent fund. They recommend the payinent 
of a dividend of 6 per cent. on the ordinary share capital, which will absorb a 
further 45.389 18s. 7d. and leave £594 4s. 3d. to be carried forward. The 
buildings, plant, tools, &c., have been maintained in thorough repair and 
condition at a cost of 43.502 98. Rd., which sum has been provided out of 
revenue, The directors have again to record an increase in the business, the 
output having exceeded that of any previous year. J. very type of cell has been 
represented in the increase, power, lighting, automobile, and launch cells 
having all been in larger demand. In consequence of the numerous orders 
received, especially for the company’s large-t types of vells, it has been found 
necessary to increase the forming space at the works. A new floor has, there- 
fore, been added to the main shop at Millwall, to enable the company to keep 

ace with the orders received. During the year the company has installed 

atteries in many of the largest central stations in the kingdom, and the 
number of repeat orders received affords most satisfactory evidence of the 
efficiency and value of the company’s manufactures. The retiring director is 
Mr. Frederick Green, who offers himself for re-election, 


Rand Central Electric Works, Ltd. 


THE annual meeting of this company was held at Winchester 
House, E.C., on Thursday of last week. 

The CHAIBMANX (Sir C. Rivers Wilson), in moving the adoption of 
the report, said that he hoped the shargbolders would consider the 
report in the light of tbe circumstances which prevailed during the 


Ama mt 
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period under review. It was not until June that the military guard 
in charge of the works was withdrawn, and they would understand 
that the war had affected the company’s operations during the 
whole of the year 1902. The company had saffered through scarcity 
of native labour, as had other companies, as well as through diffi- 
culties of transport, which were due to military restrictions. Their 
prosperity bad also been affected by their principal customers, the 
mines, having been unable to resume operations to their full 
capacity. There could be no doubt, however, that as soon as the 
labour difficulty bad been settled and the mines were again in full 
working order, tbe output of power would be increased. Turning 
to the financial side, he said they would see from the statement of 
accounts that there had been a gross profit of £14,188 17e. 11d., and, 
after deducting £11,950 15s. 2d. for depreciation, there was a 
remaining net profit of £2,238 2а, 9d. That reduced the debit 
*balance of £25,231 9s. 10d., which was the amount brought forward 
on December 31st, 1901, to £22,993 7s. 1d. The balance of the 
company's claim against the Imperial Government in respect of 
damage done to their plant by the Boers amounted to £2,793. As 
yet that claim had not been very favourably received, although he 
considered that it was a very equitable one. He had been given to 
understand that the Government adopted the principle that com- 
pensation might be given to individuals, but not to co orat ions. 
Ia his opinion, there was not reason for making such a distinction. 
The company's works had been attacked in consequence of the 
assistance which they were able to render to the military autho- 
rities, and he thought that that was very good ground for their 
application for compensation. Prior to the outbreak of bostilities 
the company had contracts with mines using 980 stamps. Of these 
mines only 225 were working st the commencement of the year 
under review. The number had been gradually increasing, until it 
had reached 530 at the end of December last. As soon as the mines 
were able to use the full amount of power contracted for, and as 
soon as other contracts which were under consideration had teen 
concluded, the company's plant would be taxed to its utmost 
capacity. The total amount of power distributed during the past 
year was 7,123,720 kw.-hours. The board had come to the concla- 
sion that the time had arrived when they should provide additional 
plant, and with that object they had ordered a fifth engine, the 
cost of which was expected to be £30,000, but they bad made 
arrangements t> find the money without having to call on the 
general body of the shareholders. He considered that the prospects 
of the company were decidedly good, fur new fielde were being 
opened up in the direction of their work“, and that fact alone 
pointed to a probability of their being required to meet a demand 
for a considerably larger amount of power. 

Mr. G. ZWILGMEYER seconded the motion. i 

Mr. A. BRAKHAN, who, until recently, was chairman of the local 
board, dwelt upon the prospects of the company at some length. 
He congratulated the board upon having erected additional gene- 
rating plant, and said he felt confident tbat the increased energy 
which they would thus be able to supply would be required by the 
mines and other consumers. The mining industry, which included 
their best customers, was at present in a dormant condition to a 
great extent owing to the scarcity of labour, but he felt confident 
that sooner or later labour would be got. They had already had 
the assurance from some companies which were now laying out 
their works that they would make use of the company for obtaining 
their power. 

The report was then adopted. 


British Aluminium Co. 


Tux report states that tbe profit for the year ended December 31st 
is £20,770. This is insufficient to meet the debenture stock interest, 
depreciation on plant, &c. and charges on stocks of metal by 
£3,392, and the debit balance has therefore been increased by this 
sum to £22,357. In accordance with the arrangements made with the 
debenture-holders last autumn, payment of interest due on November 
1st, 1902, and May 1st, 1903, was postponed, and deferred warrants 
have been issued to the stockholders for the amounts accrued due 
tothem. 'The £10,000 suthorised to be raised in priority to the 
debentare stock was borrowed in January last, and £2,000 bas since 
been repaid. The sales of aluminium continue to increase so satis- 
factorily that the board has deemed it necessary to take steps to 
extend the water-power installation at Foyers by the erection of 
two more dynamos, and to increase the capacity of output of the 
several works of the company. These extensions will involve con- 
siderable expenditure, which the board hopes to provide without 
making any fresh issue of capital or increasing the debenture debt. 
A considerable reduction in the cost of the manufacture of carbide 
bas been effected, which justifies the company in oontinuing this 
branch of the business. 


Urban Electric Supply Co. 


Ix their annual report the directors state that the stations at Stam- 
ford, Hawick, Twickenham, Weybridge, Godalming, Dartmouth, 
and Camborne and Redruth, and the tramway between the two 
latter places, were completed and opened during the year. Although 
these stations were running for an average period of less than six 
months, the profit derived therefrom amounted to £2,264. After 
adding interest on loans and deposits and deducting London ex- 
penses, including directore’ fees and interest on calls paid in 
advance, there remains a balance of profit of £1,371, dividends 
guaranteed by the Edmundsons Electricity Corporation, Ltd., under 
thcir agreement amounted to £6,697, and after deducting the above 
profit, the balance of £5,326 has been duly provided by them. 


Electric and General Investment Co., Ltd. 


Тне following is the directors’ report for the year ended May 31st, 
1903. (The meeting is to be held on July, 8th) :— 


The profit and loss account shows & gross profit on the transactions of th 
year of £19,494 10s. 5d. After deducting all general charges and the interim 
dividends already paid on the реле and ordinary shares, and providing 
for the proportion of the final dividend accrued on the preference shares to 


May 818, 1903, there remains a net balance of.. . .. e . . . £8,996 19 7 
to which the directors propose to add, by transfer from“ provision 

for contingencies" ,. ‘ 25 E - - А £1,008 0 5 
making а total of Sie ee ae T Ke ss ee . . £10,000 0 


— 


The directors recommend that this amount of £10,000 be distributed as 
follows :— 

Ordinary Shares—To the payment of a dividend of 5s. per share 
for the year ended May 314, 1903, of which 2s. per share was 
paid ad interim in December, 1902, leaving 8s. per share to be 

id on July 8th, 1903 .. vs $e Ss S "m .. £3,000 0 0 

To the payment of & bonus of 2s. per share for the year ended 
May 31st, 1903 vs .. v 28 эө d T .. £2,000 0 0 

Founders’ 8hares— To the payment of a dividend of £50 per share 
for year ended May Bist, 1903 .. - А 25 A . £5,000 0 0 


£10,000 0 0 


The trustees for the ordinary shares reserve fund propose to distribute to 
the holders of such shares a sum of 6d. per share, making, with the above- 
mentioned dividend and bonus, a total present distribution of 5s. 6d. per share, 
or 7s. 6d. for the year on each ordinary share. The trustees for the founders’ 
shares reserve fund propose to distribute to the holders of such shares a sum of 
46 per share, making, with the above-mentioned dividend, a total distribution 
of £55 on each founders’ share for the year. The above-mentioned payments 
will be subject to the deduction of income-tax. Mr. George Herring retires 
inm his office as a director by rotation, and, being eligible, offers himself for 
re-election. 


Greenwood & Batley, Ltd. 


THE report for the year ended March 31st states that, after pro- 
viding for debenture interest and expenses of management, and 
making provision for doubtful accounts, the accounts show a profit 
of £19,178, which, added to £3,026 brought f.rward, makes a total 
of £22,201. "The directors have written off £5,000 for depreciation, 
and recommend a dividend for the year at the rate of 4 per cent. 
per annum on the paid-up ordinary share capital, leaving £3,306 to 
be carried forward. "The buildings, plant, and machinery have been 
maintained in efficient working order and condition, £7,493 having 
been expended during the year on maintenance account and charged 
to revenue. 


Prospectuses. 


Messrs. MELDRUM Bros., Lro., are before the public with an issue 
of 25,000 54 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each to 
rank equally with the original preference shares which were issued 
when the company was formed in 1900. The great progress which 
this company has made during the past few yeara in refuse destrac- 
tor plant, forced draught furnaces, mechanical stokers, &:., is quite 
well known, and larger works at. Timperley had to be erected to 
keep pace with the advance. The present issue is for the purpose 
of providing additional working capital. The list of applications 
is to close to-day, Friday. 

Subscriptions aro invited, until July 6tb, for an issue of 10,000 
6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £5 each in the South 
Staffordshire Tramways (Lessee) Co., Ltd. The issue is made to 
provide for the cost of reconstruction Yor electric traction on certain 
sections, for the purchase of electric cars, and other purposes. The 
issue has been underwritten by the British Electric Traction Co. 


British Electric Traction Co. 


THe directors’ report for the year ended March 31st, 1903, to be 
presented to the meeting, to be held at Hamilton House, Victoria 
Embankment, E.C., on Wednesday, July 8th, reads :— 

Profit and Loss Account.—The profits, including £27,438 7s. 
brought forward from last year, amount to £266,399 18s. 10d. This 
does not take into account the premiums, amounting to £90,337 4s. 
received in respect of new share and debenture capital, which 
have been carried direct to reserve. After deducting the propor- 
tion of general expenses chargeable to revenue, and also the ex- 
penses incurred in connection with schemes not proceeded with 
aod written off, contributions to saperannuation fund, and interest 
on debenture stock, there remains a net profit of £208,161 14s. 11d., 
which the directors propose should be applied as follows :— 


Reduction of licences and test ng of new systems account £2,600 0 0 
Reduction of furniture account .. © i es oe А 551 18 7 
Dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum оп the 5 

shares for the year ended March 31st, 1903, including the 

dividend paid to February 15th, 1908, and proportion of divi- 

dend payable August 15th, 1903, accrued to date уз .. 14,760 9 7 
Dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. рег annum on th 

ordinary shares for the half-year ended March 8lst, 1908, 

making, with the interim dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. 

per annum, paid for the half-year ended September 30th, | 

1902, a total distribution of 8 per cent for the year . . 106,437 0 9 
Cariied forward to next account. ба Sé és m "t 24,912 11 0 

£208,161 14 11 


The reduction of the dividend on the ordinary shares by 1 per 
cent. for the year is mainly due to a larger amount of new capital 
having been raised during the past year which has not yet become 
productive of profit, though ranking for dividend. 

Capital Account.—In June, 1902, 20,000 ordinary shares were 
allotted to the shareholders at par in accordance with the proposal 
approved by the shareholders, and contained in the last annual 
report of the directors, In November last an issue was made of 
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75,000 preference shares at the price of £12 per share. 37,500 
shares of this issue were underwritten for a commission of 10s. per 
share, and 37,500 sbares were allotted. A further 3,213 ordinary 
shares, and 11,447 preference shares have also been issued as fully 
paid up, to the holders of 32,130 ordinary shares and 68,682 pre- 
ference shares of the Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., in 
exchange for their sbares in the Brush Co. There have been issued 
as fully paid up 8,853 ordinary shares and 7,490 preference shares, 
in exchange for shares in the Electrical Power Distribution Co. The 
absorption by the company of the Electrical Power Distribution 
Co. has been completed, and the latter company is now in course of 
liquidation. There has aleo been issued £212,912 5 per cent. per- 
petual debenture stock, and £35,754 5s. 8d. has been received on 
account of further stock to be issued. The total premiums received 
in respect of these issues, after deducting the expenses, amount to 
£90,337 4s., and the whole of this amount has been added to 
reserve, which, at the date of the accounts, stood at £550,042 8s. 10d. 
The subscribed sbare and debenture capital at March 31st, 1903, 
was :—£1,320,660 in ordinary shares of £10 each; £1,564,370 in 
6 per ceat. cumulative preference shares of £10 each; £1,023,818 in 
5 per cent. perpetual debenture stock = £3,908,848. 

Contracts and Undertakings.—The balance under this bead, after 
deducting the cost of undertakings transferred, and after writing 
off expenses incurred in respect of schemes not proceeded with, but 
including a proportion of general expenses, is £214,040 Os. 8d, 
made up as follows:— . 


Expenditure on works and undertakings for account of other 
companies .. 
Expenditure on works and undertakings ‘owned or leased by the 
200 E. T. Co., and for general stores, £116,744 2s., lets reserved 
4.000 = 
Expenditure in connection with schemes in course of develop- 
ment, and on Acts of Parliament, Light Railway Orders, and 
other rights and powers secured or in course of promotion .. 


£36,827 8 5 
112,744 2 0 


64,468 10 8 
£214,040 0 8 


Investments.—The total amourt of investments, after deducting 
cost of securities sold, stands at £3,569,658 5s. 8d., and is made up 
as follows :— 


£201,832 138. 3d. Consols at cost ; à 

Loans and other advances to associated companies and others, 
and deposits  .. 

£3,995,862 14s. mortgages, ‘debentures ‘and debenture atock and 
shares of associated aud other companies, standing in the 
books at 43, 164, 472 188. 7d., less reserved 410, 000 = 


£198,143 15 7 
217,041 11 6 


9,154,472 18 7 
£3,569,658 6 8 


N.B.—There are certain contingent liabilities in respect of some of the 
investments. A portion of the Consols is deposited with the Paymaster- 
General in respect of Acts of Parliament, &c. 


— 


Borrowing Fowers.— The directors intend to ask the shareholders 
‚ to increase the borrowing powers of the directors upon debentures 
or debenture stock up to an amount equal to the subscribed capital 
of the company. This will enable the directors to raise upon 
second debenture stock ranking subsequent in point of charge, an 
amount equal to the 5 per cent. perpetual debenture stock now 
authorised. The directors are of opinion tbat the security of the 
first debenture-holders will be improved thereby, and that the 
ordinary shareholders should benefit by a decrease in the average 
cost of the capital of the company. 

Directors.—The Right Hon. Lord Rathmore has resigned his seat 
at the board. The directors who retire this year are Sir Charles 
Rivers Wilson, G.C.M.G., C.B., and Mr. John S. Raworth, and both 
are eligible for re-election. 

Auditors.—In view of the increasing volume of the company's 
business, the directors consider the time has arrived for the appoint- 
ment of an additional auditor, and a reselution will be submitted 
to the meeting that Messrs. F. W. Smith & Co. and Messrs. Deloitte, 
Dever, Uriffiths & Co. be appointed the auditors of the company for 
the ensuing year. 

A summary of the company’s undertakings (illustrated with maps) 
is given in the appendix. 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Cor- 
poration.— Warrants for the interest on the 4 per cent. debenture 
stock of this Corporation were posted on July 1st. Warrants for 
the dividend on the City Undertaking 44 per cent. preference 
shares were posted on June 30th. 


Electric Construction Co.—The directors recommend 
a dividend on the ordinary shares, for the year ended May 31st 
last, at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, one-half payable on July 
31st, 1903, and the other half on January 31st, 1904. 


City of London Electric Lighting Co.—4An interim 


dividend on the ordinary shares of 5s. per share is announced. 


Thomas Parker, Ltd.—The directors have resolved, 
subject to final audit, to declare a dividend of 6 per cent. for the 
year ending April 30th, 1903. 


Cape Electric Tramways, Utd.—The directors have 
declared an interim dividend of 6 per cent. 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

TakING advantage of the midsummer quietude in the investment 
markets, we seize the opportunity to briefly review the course of 
quotations of the past half-year, and, in accordance with precedent, 
to present a representative record of the chief changes which have 
occurred since New Year’s Day. It must be prefaced that whereas 
the Bank Rate then stood at 4 per cent. it is now 3, but the reduc- 
tion has failed to bring about that revival in business that was 
fondly expected would take place upon the consummation of cfficially 
cheaper money. Although the war-borrowing is at end, the situa- 
tion in South Africa remains untatisfactory in consequence of the 
difficulties connected with the labour question, and Mr. Chamber- 
lsin's recent Protection proposals, apart from political issues, are 
calculated to give investors pause before embarking capital in stock 
markets that may be agitated by the influence of his suggestions. 

Turning to details, the little electric railway market claims first 
attention, and the declines in the first three stocks are due to 
reasons fresh in the memory of all who study this column. We 
add the two Underground stocks to our list. 


July 1, 1903. a | Rise or Fall. 


Stock | Jan. 2, 1903. AIME | ушу 

Leanne rane быз сз ылар єз оз = 
Central London Ordinary .. | 1054 8 

Deferred .. 15 из 1 
City & South Г, ondon .. is 76 i 6 
Waterloo and City 95 | " | 4 
Metropolitan Consolidated . e OE «9 9 
Metropolitan District . a 383 873 | 1 


Waterloo and City stock has improved on the prospect of better 
dividends in the future, and it is interesting to notice how slight 
have been the alterations in the two “Sewer” securities. London 
United Tramways Preference have advanced from 114 to 11j ex 
dividend, and British Electric Tractions, which started the year at 
122, are now ł better at 133. 

In a dull six months it speaks well for the electric supply section 
that prices should show on & whole an improvement in value. 
There has been a steady demand for the best class of shares, and a 
still steadier absorption of Debenture stocks, New issues which 
have been made were eagerly snapped up in the majority of сакен, 
and the strength of the market is well demonstrated by the annexed 
table, which contains the prices of a few representative Ordinary 
shares :— 


E^ GENE 
Company. | Jan. 2,1903. | July 1. 19803. Rise or Fall. 

| 
Brompton and канон: | 104 „% 103 à 
Charing Cross T 9 97 | 3 
Chelsea - 54 et | $ 
Сіѓу ої London. is 10j 12 li 
Edmundson’ 8 oe ee eo 62 64 =. 
Metropolitan | 16 | 18 | 2 
Notting Hill 114 14 à 
St. Jaines's "m - 15 | 16 1 
Smithtield E - 24 ! 34 i 1 
Westminster | 114 | 123 l 

] 


In this section the principal interest of the half-year centred 
round the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., and it will be 
noticed that the satisfactory character of the Marylebone award has 


` left the shares better on balance, although the price is not now 


nearly as high as it was when the announcement became known. 
Just lately the Telegraph market, after pronounced dulness, due 
to Marconi fears, has shown signs of faint revival, and it will be 
noticed by the following quotations, that the fall seems to have 
been stayed, for a time, at any rate. We must content ourselvcs 


with a very few examples:— 


| 
| Чап. 2, 1003, | 


| 
Stock or share. ‘July 1. | Rise or Fall. 
era oe 
Anglo- American кые M 90 | 99 | 2 
Ditto Deferred . eo | ә; н i 
Enstern Telegraph oe | 1174 125, | 8 
Eastern Extension. 10 i TÉ | 1} 
Great Northern Telegraph . 25: 23 | 21 
Western es a ta . 11 | 111 i 
Reuter's .. oe - | 7 | 7 | = == 
| 


Globe Telegraph and Trust have remained all but motionless, but 
Submarines fell from 115 to 102 before they recovered to their 
present price of 1133. 

National Telephone issues spurted sharply under the lead of the 
Deferred stock, which has risen from 68 to 83; the Preferred follows 
in more leisurely style, the present price of 103 comparing with 95 
six months ago. 

The Miscellaneous section of the electrical markets has been 
quiet in the extreme, and there are no fluctuations worthy of 
mention. But this department, in common with the others devoted 
to electricity, will probably move up quietly as the tide of general 
business begins to roll back to the long-forsaken Stock Exchange 
markets. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Stock Business done 
Present NAMB. or | Dividends for the last сЕ 993 : week ended 
Issue. Share. three years. June ок: July lst. J a 
1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest Lowest 
67,100 African Direct ph Сол 4 ° Debs. » ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —109 Ө: —101 ee ee 
25,000 | Amazon Telegraph 's shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 zx s T 10 oe oe 84 34 “+ е 
119,700) Do. do. % Devs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. S ..| 100 ae 70 — 80 70 — 80 Ek os 
788.840 | Anglo-American ЖЫ ү . ss s> А m .. | Stock | 84 61s 60/6 46 — 49 41 — 50 47 46 
8,105,580 | Do. do. do. 6% Prein. Stock 6 6 | 6% 91 — 93 92 — 94 92 914 
8,105,580 Ро. йо. do. Deferred sa is ee vs .. | Stock | бв. Js. 1/- 8 — Hd 81— 8 Р 
44.000 Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 ee ee ee ee ee oe 6 5 à 82 ee 4 = — oe 
18,833.900$ | Commercial Cable i .. | $100 8 2 8 8% 155 —165 150 —160 xd - 
1,841,909 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 `% Deb. Stock Red. M .. | Stock e Я M 90 — 93 89 — 92 xd 923 911 
46.000 | Cuba Telegraph .. vs өе es А T sa 10 44% 4% 6495 64— 7} 1 : 
12000 рі Do. ish ы, ® Pref. ee oe ees ee ee ee ee 10 E E of, 15 — 16 154 — 16 1573 e 
* ерен elegrap. ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 6 4 4 4 21— 8 ee ee 
6,000 do. 10 % Cum. Pref. oe x» T is 6 és E Ex 7 — 85 7 — 8 - $a 
80,000 do. 4j % Debs. se E ma - “з 50 - T P 98 —102 97 —101 xd oe s 
60.7107 Direct l United States Cable 20 84% 83% у» 9— 10 93 — 10} is Vx 
67.-00 | Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. Deb., within Nos. 1% to 1, 200, Red. 100 к T T 99 —102 98 —101 xd 7 ДЫ 
4,000.000 Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock à Е " .. | Stock | 7% 7 96 - 121 —126 | 124 —129 1263 1234 
2,955,565 Do. 84 % Pref. Stock e. e. | 100 а НА io 85 — 84 87 — 90 - 894 87 
4,534,645 Do. 4% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. i .. | Stock xs is z3 104 —107 101 —107 Е Ed 
800.000 | Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telegraph ..  .. 10 796 1 796 | 7% 103— 114 103— 114 1114 Пу; 
820,000) Do. 4% Deb. Stock Stock s A s 105 —104 105 —108 1051 y 
800,000 Eastern & South African Tele., 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 | 100 56 ex x 99 —102 99 —102 ee ae 
200.000! Do. do. 4% Reg. Mort. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to oS 000 25 i к s 99 —102 101 —104 % tt ШЫ 
: 180.227 | Globe Telegraph and Trust MA T се 10 54% 51% sa — 8 83— 9 87 
180,042 Do. do. 6 Pref. vs ae 2e a А 10 ЕР ae ы 115— 12 12 — 124 12} 12 
150.000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhag en à 10 15% | 15 96 | 12495 22 — 94 22 — 23 23 224 
62,5001 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 44 % lst Mort. Бел, Nos. | 100 m 2 Be 99 —102 98 —101 xd “з ee 
, 

17.000 | Indo-European Telegraph zs 24 oe 25 10% 10 % 10% $5 — 39 85 — 39 38 as 
100.000) | London Platino-Brazilian Telegraph, 6 % Debe is S ..| 100 zs v T 100 —104 100 —104 sei E 
1,963,388 | National Telephone, Pref. Stoc ss RIS i ..| 100 5 5 % 6 % 101 —103 102 —104 1034 1021 
1,966,667 Do. о, Def. Stock ee ee ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee 60 80 — 53 2 f 84 B3] 82} 

15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. lst Pref. .. ә ate es МА 10 6 % 6% 6 13 — 14 18 — 14 га 
15,000 Do. do, 6 Cum. and Pref. ae 25 10 5 J 6 % Pt 12 — 13 12 — 18 ls 
2,250,000 Do. do. 5 ꝙ Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 260,000 $e cun 5 5 Ы 5 б — 5 — 5% 514 
000,000! Do. do. 545 Deb. Stock Red. s .. | Stock | 84% 84 33, 98 —100 96 — 98 «xd 2 
600.000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ae E 100 4% 4% 4% 108 —105 101 —103 xd 1032 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone“ Ач Elec. Мов. 1 to ое falls paid .. .. 1 6% | 6% | 6% ti g gf? ІА 
200,000) | Pacific and European Tel. 4% Guar. Debs., 1 to 1, 0 .. .. | 100 » к: 97 —100 —10 ms 
11.889 | Reuter's Me Ul ^ fes. сә "wis 862 в 8 5% | 5% .. 74 74 
3.308 | Submarine Cables Trust Р a ae ae ‘ ‘ Cert. ai TM 72 101 —109 112 —117 1144 
58,060 | United River Plate Telephone m b 1% 1% 1% 5 6 61— 6 
40,000 Ро. do. ву im Pret., Nos. 1 to 40,000 M 6 je za ia 4 5ł 44— 5 xd 
179.9477 Do. do. 5 % Debs. .. Я .. | Stock ; 2 105 —108 103 —106 xd is 
15,609 | West African Telegraph, Shares 10 ve 2% 4— 5 4— 5х4 - s 
150,000) | West Coast of America, 495 Debs., 1 tol, 500 guar. by Braz. Bub. Tel. 100 КИ “> 92 — 97 93 — 96 xd 94 i 
967,980 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nos. 1 to 207,980 ae ee ate 10 1% 7 96 55 11 — 12 11 — ёха 113 па 
75,0007 Do. do. 5 % Debs. 2nd series, 1000 ee ea oa 100 ae -— s 101 —104 101 —101 
400,000 Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee 100 oe oe ae g; —100 96 — 99 
88,321 | West India and Panama Telegraph. - ЯА 10 196 € 6 i— 4 - si as 
84,663 Do. do. do. à 6 % Cum. lst Pref. es * as 10 ee ee ee 6 ЕЕ 3 — ef 6 ee 
4,669 Do.. do. do. 6 96 Cum. Mmd Pref. ° . 10 ee ee ee 8 TON 4 : 3 oT 4 ee ee 
80,0003 Do. do, do, 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 * 100 Ӯ s 99 —102 97 —100 xd А es 
| 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
| | | | 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. Pref. ee ex va 10 zs ex «a 8 — 4 8 — 4 . = 
800,000 | Do. do. 5% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red, ~~ s .. | Stock ee aa S 74 — 79 74 — 79 . is 
100,000 British Electric Traction К - ча x ss m 10 9% 9% 8 % 13! — 14} 1A — LH 1315 13} 
200,000 Do. do, 6 % Cum. Pret. . se „10 " i S 12— 124 | ni-i} 121 12 
600,000! Do. 54, Perpetual Debenture Btock ze .. | Stock Я „> 122 —125 142 —125 1214 es 
100,000 British Insulated and Helsby Cables йш vus аку cid 6 |15% !10% |10% 62— 72 64.— 71 61 i 
100,000 do. 6 % Cum. Pref. By. О Ge 5 e | 2: к 51— 6 БА— 6 б 
50,000 | ро To ist Mort. Deb. Red.. S 24 .. 17100 „ : * 103 —107 ES —105 xd jos е 
60,000 твтотењ, Lindley & Co., Or ee ee ee ee #1 8 ЕА | Nil ee 14— th if * » 
50.000 < до. 6 % Сит. Pref, .. o | a | 6%! ey x 14/6 to 15/6 "T 0156 | .. 1 
105,731 | B Buh h Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781 . : DNE 2 595 | Nil Nil x Н 1 i : 
150,000 do. Non-cum. 6 % Pref. va we m 2 6 96 8 96 6 X 14— 1 11 — 1 | X 
195,000! до. 4 % Perp. Deb. Stock . 0 Stock i к 99 —102 [ 99 —102 E 
125,000! do. 96 Perp. 2nd Deb. Btock we e | Stock A НИ » 89 — 94 | $7 — 92 xd id js 
35,000 Callender 8 Cable Generacion. shares es ; v» - 5 15% | 20 96 |15% 12 — 13 114 — 124 ig 
40,000 | do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. is 5 а: i a: bà— 6 6 ха : 
90,000) | do. do. 43 % lst Mort. Deb. Btock Red. Odd Stock | .. x sy 108 —112 105 —110 xd И ; 
4,550,014 Central London Railway, Ord. Stock 5 .. | Stock 4% 4 © 101 —107 104 —107 106 А 
494.093 | do. 4% Prel. Stock n. Stock 44 | 4& 101 100 | 101 —101 P ч 
494,993 do. Def. do. ee ee ee ee ee Stock * 4 y 4 D 107 —110 107 —110 we ee ; 
1,590,000 City and d Sonth London Railway ..  ..  ..  .. „ Stock | 195, 2 % my | 71— 73 70 — T2 "ij 707 
86,000 | Crompton БО Hob Lio 2,000 СР Gas i 8 8% | % К 2— 9 2 — 94 н ; 
М st Mort eg. De to 0 100, an = E 
100,000! | 901 to 11,000 of £50 red. és P de E 102 —106 101 —105 xd ia T 
99,261 Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, A shares, £3 paid, I to (s 261 5 ae, Nil 0 — 0 — i 
17.139 | Do. do. „A shares, 01—017,189 . s h] 24% Nil 14— 2 | 14— 2 is 2 
344,023) | Do do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 100 nt ix 5 73 — 77 71 — 75 xd e ee 
100,000. | do, 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Corte. ‘all рі. 100 ae = 75 — 80 75 — 80 =» 
112,100 Electri po 1 0 112,100 А ВА а 6% 6% 6 % 14— 2 1 2 
31.390 do. 7% Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,990 1v s = 2 we ee PI 3 
ee 30% Po. do. 4 9) Perp. lst Mort. Deb. Stock .. .. | Stock | 5. 100 —103 100 —103 г. in 
25.00 | General Electric = (1900), 5 % Cum. Pref. 4 is P 10 5% 575) 91— 10 10 xd T 
200 000 Do. 4% Mort. Deb. А Stock " de = 99 —102 99 — 102 T T 
85.000 | Henley's (W. T 9 ‘Telegraph Works, Ord. Ў NES 5 2095, 20 „ 20 % 11 16 14 — 15 144 14 
85,000 Do. 24 Pref. . S: 5 44% m s 5 — 5 i Б 
48,060 44 Mort. Deb. Stock s .. | Stock а 107 —111 108 —– 119 
50,000 India-Rubber, Gutes Percha 4 Telegraph Works a са 10 10% [10% 194 — 193 Isk 194 194 és 
800,000! | Do. do. do. 4% 1st Mort. Deb. 100 ee v 100 —103 100 —103 1014 
87.500 Liverpool Отешево, гетиву у, Ота. " su Ser Es 10 83% 14% 14% 5l— 6 55— 6 € 
10,000 |+ Do. Pref. £10 paid wid "a s T 1 is s 102— 101 104 — 11 А 
87,260 Telegraph барайлы апа N 12 174% 20 20 X, 32 — 35 — 331 334 
150.000 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 to. 1, 500 Red. 1909 | 100 a Ан 101 —104 100 —103 xd 
640,000) | Waterloo & City Railway, Ord. Stock se 66 85 ics .. | 100 8 96 8 96 34% 99 —102 98 —101 984 
| | 
| | | 
+ Quotations on Liverpool StockeExchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. q From Manchester Share List. 


LATEST jPROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Blectric Bree Wiring. 3—}. | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Kieotrio (£10 ра), Ord., 144143. 


10 od.). 10 —10à. 
Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. (June 18, 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Btock Closing Closing Business done 
коо NAME, or Ae for the Quotations Quotations week ended 
° Share. veers: June 24th. July Ist. July 1st, 1908. 
1 1900. | 1901. | 1902. шк hest.| Lowest. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... s E 2 M B— 8 — 3 . ve 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. wc m "M 118 -121 118 —121 - oe 
20,000 | Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., Ord., 1to 20.000 Б 6% 8% 8% 1 11 104— 11 11 - 
20,000 Do. do. 7 96. ‘Cum. Pref. s 6 ps m 104 — 10 104 — 107 А é 
50,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply d. 6 9 |10% |10% 9 — t 9 — 94 9% 98 
70,000 Do. do. do. 45% Cum. Pref, са 5 А ds D: 6 6 ee 
40,000 Do. do. “ City Undertaking" 48% Cum. Pref.  .. 5 26 . d- 51 4j— Боха is 
250,000 Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. T ae 855 100 as 104 —106 104 —106 xd 1054 ae 
41,436 |*Chelsea Electricity Supply, Ога. .. ss E EN 54% 4% 44% 6 — 6— 6 . 
150,000! Do. do. % Deb. Stock Red. > - .. | Btock ae 107 —110 107 —110 
70,595 | City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40, 001—110, 595 - - 0 5 96 5% lli— 124 11ł}— iv} 12 11g 
40,000 Do. 6 % Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 : es 10 6% к js 13 — 14 13 — 14 135 Р 
400,000! Do. 5 % Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid . - - «o» a ia 123 —128 121 —126 xd 1214" ia 
B00,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa., all paid .. $ 100 ʻa Ss 2a 104 —107 102 —105 xd we 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Bro Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% 4% | 4% 8— 9 8— 9 "BÀ . 
20,000 Do. do. 6 95 Pref., 40,001—60,000. . 10 ja 2 M 12 — 13 12 — 13 124 + 
400, 0007 Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Corts. (all paid) Red "T = НЕ a 111 —114 109 —112 xd T jie 
60,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, on Shares és я 5 7% | 1% . 64— 7 64— 7 Ghr . 
80,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. Prel. = i š 6 — 6 — 64 64 
140,000 Do. do. 44% Ist Mort. Deb. Stock 4 100 :d А e 108 —111 108 —111 as 5 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, QU: s 5 12 9$ 10% 10 11 — 12 11 — 12 : 
99,000 Do. do. 4% Debenture Stock . | Stock £s is 103 —106 108 —106 2% : 
110,000 | London Electric Sante Corporation, Limited, Ord. Vs ix 8 Р à un 2 — 24 2— 24 she ^ 
49,840 Do. do. do. 6 96 Pret. n 5 4 is js 54— 6 54— 6 514 ; 
950,0001 Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock med Btock 4 “a x 100 —102 100 —1023. oe 
100,000 Metropolitan Electric Supply, 1 to 100,000. Se Я 10 6% 64% 14% 17 — 18 17 1 17% 1714 
220,000 Do. do. 44% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ves axe a: ia m "n 110 —116 105 —112 xd oe ea 
250,000! D. do. % Mort. Deb. Stock oe i. .. | Stock AN - i. 98 —101 97 —100 97 és 
10,852 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting " Р а P 1 7 6 6 134— 144 134 — 144xd " x 
40,000 St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ота. . 3 5 144 1459 | 144 154— 1 1 16 164 s 
20,000 Do. do. do 7 % Pref. 20,081 to 40,000 5 xa ss m Si— 9 Е - 
150,000! Do. do. 84% Deb. Stock Red 100 si - vs 99 —i02 98 —101 xd xd 
12,000 Smithfield Markets Electrio н Ord. . is "M os va 5 EN "P 24% 3— 34 8 — аа 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord. .. és oe © ee 5 a a 1396 8i— 4 84— + : 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, FO ee ee ео ee oe 5 oe . 5 === 5 — * е 
30,000 Do. 5 % Cum. Pret. ee oe ee ee ee 5 oe 5 — 54 5 — ee 
110,000 | Westminster Electric ‘Supply, Ord. a 6 we we 5 104% 103% |12% 12 — 18 12 — 13 128 123. 
28,141 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. .. i as x 5 Вк 6i— 6 61— 621d 64 T 
* Subject to Founders Shares. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday. July 1st. 
Latest Week's | Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS, &c. Price. Inc. or Dec. METALS, &. (continued). Price. Inc. or Deo. 
@ Acid, wooo x .. per cwt. 5/- we g Copper Sheet ie n .. per ton £71 vs 
а „ Nitric. “> es .. рег cwt. 22/- ar g „ Rod Ji a .. рег ton #71 oe 
a „ Oxalic. E - .. рег cwt, 82/- a e „  (Electrolytic) Bars .. per ton £61 " 
в, Sulphuric a - .. per owt. 5/6 2 е a $i Sheets .. perton £78 
a Ammoniac, Sal .. per cwt. 42J- v e is » Rod .. per ton £69 
a Ammonia, Morate (crystal) .. рет ton £83 10 m e H.C. Wire per lb. Bàd. 
a ex .. per ton £ : f Ebonite Rod 5 Я .. рег lb. 8j- os 
a Bleaching powder . gion Ot ces .. per ton £4 10 ; E Sheet 2s эл» .. per lb, 5/- 825 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. рег ton £15 T п German Silver Wire .. per lb. 1/6 ‘ie 
a Borax. s са .. per ton £18 ES h Gutta-percha fine... "T .. per lb. l 8/- = 
a Benzole (90 %) ba zš .. per gal. 7/- > h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 8/10 to 8/11} inc. 
a з (50/90 ) ys .. per gal. 5/6 М 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 " 
a Copper Sulphate .. T .. per ton £21 ae 4 , Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 16,9 2d. inc; 
a Lead, Nitrate a x .. per ton £24 a å ,, Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 ЕЕ 
а ,, White Sugar а .. рет ton &31 vii `4 „ Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50 / “a 
a mn Peroxide - ys .. рег lon cid s „ Wire, galvanised No. .. per ton £9 15 + 
а Methyla pirit . per gal. А T 
a Naphtha, Bolvent (90% at 160° С). per gal, 5/6 P 9 Lead, English Ingot “т Per ton i £12 5 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. ae з Sheet .. per ton £18 10 a 
a - Caustic (75/8095). . .. per ton £24 wis A Manganin Wire No. 28 . .. per lb. 8/- э» 
а 5 Bisulpbate Eu .. per ton £35 s g Mercury . per bot. | £8 12 6 * 
a Shellac ae .. рег си. 138/- За. ine. а Mica (in original cases) small . per ib. 4d. to 1/2 is 
a Sulphate of Magnesia .. рег ton &4 10 ex d, " ši medium per lb. 2,3 to 3/6 je 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 es d n is ; large .. per lb. 3/9 to 7,9 s 
a » Recovered .. .. рет ton 45 10 КР р Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/- tol ` 
a "n Lump .. рег ton &5 - p у rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 E 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 3) .. рег ton £10 15 А р АА кирсе per lb. From 1/2 25 
а „ Crystals .. рег ton £3 ©» 0 Platinum m à e. per oz. £4 өгө 
a „ Richromate, ‘casks. . .. per lb. 24d. m p Bilicium Bronze Wire . per lb. | 10d. to 1/- 2 
1 Btee., Magnet, acc'd' g to desc' p' n per ton £58 - 
METALS. &c. © ж» „ in bars ui "0 i 
. 128 
d Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 i | g Tin, Block ..  ..  .. per ton | #129 10 } 10s, ine. 
b s Wire, in ton lots. per ton £168 2 f „ Fol .. .. per lb. 1/8 ix 
b Rheet, in ton lots .. perton £166 К | n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. per lb. 1/7 vs 
p Babbitt’ s metalingots  .. per ton £13 to £145 Р p White Anti-friction Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to ы) basis per lb. Tid. - | “White Ant” brand .. per ton £42 to 265 "" 
e „ Tube (brazed) А per 1b. 9d. z | j Yarns, 2/105 Grey Cotton, on sp 18 per lb. 74d. xis 
€ „ „ (solid drawn). .. per lb. 7а. : j »  6lea. Flax. .. per lb. bgd “+ 
е „ Wire, basis.. КЕ .. per lb. 72d. | j 3 ОВ ply 10 Ibs. Russian per lb. 4454. ia 
d Copper Tubes (brazed) .. .. per lb. 9d. | j „ 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 48d. se 
„ (solid drawn). per lb. KA 8 | „ 150lbs. Jute rove per ton £11 ко 
Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £ £4 dec. | k Zinc, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton | £24 15 


Quotations supplied by Messrs. :—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Lta.; c Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co.. Ltd.; g James & hakspeare; A Edward ‘I il & Co.: i Bolling & L we; j W. H. Hindley & Gene = 
k Morris Ashby, L Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston & Sons o ешп; Matthey & Co., Ltd.; р The Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd. 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. _ 


; Week Receipts for Miles | Week Receipts for Miles 
Locality. ending the week. Total to date. open. | A Locality. endin Ч | tho week: Total to date. open. 
N VT Е NE NEU . 
Aberdeen .. oe June 27 | | 1,247 — 4a 4,864 + 915 — — | S | (South Staffordshire | uae 19 | 878 | + 43 19, n + 1.241 21 | 9, 
Birmingham -— T „ 27 5379 ; 520 130,056 + 6,014 | — — |9 | §Swansea.. oe | » 19, 463 |+ 5 11.245 + 916 | — 
Bournemouth. edo» d 932 | — | — — — 1 Ô Taunton . ss с „ | 57 — 2 1,33 — 82 1 414 
Blackburn „ 2 900 | —286 | 11,668 + 674) 1241413) © ^ t Tynemouth „ 19! 99 | + 26 629: 4 942 |— 
Blackpool .. -— Am 025 | + 27 10,268 + 1,6859) — | — | C : Weston - Buper- - Mare. ү nc 10. 101 | — н 1,16 — 142 9$ +2% 
Blackpool and Fleetwood 5T | 684 262 10 235 + wi 72 — EC di Wolverhampton Dist.. „ 19 3:9 | +192 9 :01 ; + 5,289 108 +8 
Bolton is „ 25 1957 |— 582 24,81 + 3,161 255 — | & füWrexbam Jo ME TI | з= 1,630 — | — — 
Bradford .. ae as „ 28, 4,011 — 550 48 031 + 5,144 39 [+2 | œ ' | Yorks. Woollen Dist. . | „ 19 — 793 — 4.71 — | — 
Brighton | p 21 8:9 | + 85 23,958 = 64 | — | £ | Cardiff ... „, 27 2,060 | —239 | 24,768 + 9,186 | a ee 
Bristel “a es vs „ 26| 5481 | 88 — — 28 | — = | Dover ae šis z „ 2 208 | -— 27 5,066 | + 14, 8 | — 
Burnley... de s 702 | —)41 ES — — — & Dublin a „ 26 5161 | —597 110,208 + 5,951 46 — 
Barnsley District s » 19 161 — | 4,247 — — | — = East Ham .. xx ejos 27: ROE | 9116 8.520 + 2,718 6 + 1 
Devonport » 19 435 — 2 10.132 + 281 6 |— |t | Glasgow T za „ 6 15875 143104 | 15.37% + 8,194. 65 1413. 
Dudley—Btourbridge.. * 19 705 | + 77 | 18.897 + 2.071 183 | — 8 ! Hull .. x a EN „ 27 1,562 | —318 zu By + 1.38 — — 
9 Gateshead а „ 1° BUG | +146! 20 266 + 8,892|1 Elo !]keston  .. ex s | „ 24 192 - „ | — 
Gravesend—Northficet з. 19 218 — | 6,097) — - 2 | Isie of Thanet o 27 BI —1*8 10, 6686 — 589 — | — 
< Greenock—Pt.Glasgow | ,, 19 (07 | 59, 11.965 + 1301: 7 — 8 | Leeds | „ 27 602 | —632; 73,022 4 5.712 — '— 
* Hartlepool “a <a » 19 265 — 11 6,897, + 5 +2 Liverpool as „ 20 9,669 | — 90 232,553 413.983 101 +5 
Kidderminster .. Р „% 19 145 | 4 10 289; + 211 43 — 8 | Manchester s » 21 12.209 — | — — 110 485 
© Merthyr r. „ 10 195 — 7 4.637 — 17, 8 — ? |Newcaste .. — .. „ 27 4325 1 — — | 11 — 
2 Middleton: .. „| nn 19 290 | + 19 7,2260. 396, 83 — | & Portsmouth . oof ogg 71. 0,331 950 — NEL 
Oldham—Ashton "EN » 19 £04 | — 36 13.556 1479, 8 |— A :Баһога sa os .. „ 29 4. 56 1+ 637 : 47,129 414110; — | — 
‘a Peterborough .. Р a: 19 122 — | 9017 — | —|- | B Southampton we ede 25 | 1,045 | — 93 | — — — — 
= Poole v ee oe „ 19 259 | + 9 6,556 | It 1.115 a — 8 ! sunderland : (qos 28 | 1,405 ! -466 | 15, 492 | + 542 20 + 2: 
T Ontterios in 22 » 19 31,421 — 72 37,21 + 2, 629 | — i|. |Central London Railway: „ 27 7059 ,—2982 | 181, UR + 2,147 6 | — 
Rothesay.. ee vs se 19 182 | + 62 1.908 81601 —— ' Chathsm & District Со. „ 18 509 — 11. | — i eà | — 
pode «s РА wl 67 — 919 — — — City and 8. London Ку. „ 281 2,114 | - 4396 79.26 „ 1.871 64; — 
Bouthport es ve » 19 288 | + 16 6,741 | + 1,744 52 — Dublin and Lucan Rlwy.| „ 2! 177 | + 16 2,513 + кі | ы ee 
| Tiiverranl Overhead Rv. . QR TREO — RO j 4117/5 89! a3 zs 
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AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC WELDER FOR 
WIRE HOOPS, &c. 


THE following is a brief description of the automatic electric weld- 
ing machine exhibited, for the first time in England, by Mr. Regi- 
nald J. Wallis-Jones, M. I. E. B, Assoc. M. Inst. C. B., at the Insti- 
tut ion of Civil Engineers’ Conversazione on 
June 17th and 18th. 

The machine shown in the illustration 
consists of an alternating current trans- 
former, the ends of the secondary being 
arranged to form the clamps into which the 
articles to be welded are placed ; one clamp 
is stationary, while the other is free to 
move in the direction of the fixed clamp. 
By means of suitable mechanism, actuated 
by a separate motor or other conventent 
source of power, the machine is rendered 
automatic in all its operations, except that 
the pieces to be welded are placed in and 
taken out of the clamps by the operator. 
The apparatus is specially adapted, and 
largely used, for welding wire in the form 
of hoops, but can also be used for various 
kinds of work by slightly changing the 
clamping devices. The machine can be 
operated on an alternating current ligating 
eircuit of 100 to 300 volts, or from a standard 
welding generator. 

The method of operation is as follows :— 
The operator (usually a boy) stands before 
the machine, and places the two ends of 
the hoop between the clamps when they 
open. The clamps are then closed and the 
electric circuit completed. The metal at 
once heats at the joint, and when the welding 
heat is reached, the movable clamp slides 
towards the fixed clamp, pushing the ends 
together aud effecting a weld. The primary 
circuit is then opened, the jaws open and 
the clamp slides back. All these move- 
ments are automatic. The welded hoop then 
being released, the operator throws it on 
one side and takes up another hoop, insert- 
ing it between the open jaws, and the 
operation is repeated. The machine can be speeded up to 11,000 
cycles of operations per day, во it ia obvious that if the operator 
succeeds in placing a hoop in the jaws every time they are 
opened, he makes 11,000 welds. It is found in practice, however, 
that this is beyond tke ability of the operator, who is only 
able to introduce about 6,000 hoops per day of 10 hours; 
but the machine can be run at this high speed so as to 
hasten all movements. The speed may be reduced to 4.000, 6,000 
or 8,000 cycles per day, if preferred. The wire is not cut off 
and s'raightened in the welding machine, but is prepared by 
cutting into lengths and rolling into the form of hoops. 

The maximum welding capacity of the macbine is 0°02 sq in. 
croes-section of iron or steel, equal to No 8 S. W G., and the 
maximum power required, when weldi'g at this capacity, is 
approximately 3,000 watts. About % H.P. is required to run the 
mechanical part. 


“PERFECT CONTACT” SYSTEM FOR 
ELECTRIC TRACTION. 


THE 


Aw improved method of supplying power for the purposes of 
electric traction on railways and tramways has been devised by 
Messrs. S. B. Cottrell (of the Liverpool Overhead Railway), W. H. 
Woodcock, and H. E. Walters, of 2, Great George Street, SW. 16 
ia claimed that this system is also admirably adapted for the intro- 
duction of electric traction on existing railways, withous unduly 
complicating the permanent way, or interfering with the steam 
locomotive traffic. In working out the details, he inherent 
objections to the overhead cable and the continu:us live surface 
conductor háve been kept in view, and it is claimed that where 
these objections have not been entirely overcome they have been 
very greatly reduced. The idea of separate contacts, continuously 
or intermittently alive, is of course as old as electric traction; the 
method cf carrying it out, however, presents some interesting 
features. 

The new system necessitates but little addition to the permanent 
way of existing railways, and presents no difficulties at points and 
crossings, junctions, level crossings, &, nor does it interfere with 
the ordinary packing and maintenance of the permanent way. At 
the same time it obviates risk to platelayers and others working on, 
or crossing over, the railway. 

On this system the carrent for propelling the vehicles (which may 
be worked singly or coupled into trains) is supplied through feeder 
cables laid underground. At suitable distances lateral feede*s are 
takeu from the main cables and connected to contact makers, which 
aro placed in the centre or at thesides of the tracks. Each contact 
maker is enclosed in a timber or other suitable frame, which can be 
spiked or bolted to the ordinary permanent way sleepers, and is pro- 


vided with wooden guards. Each of the frames is fitted with one 


or more contact makers for delivering the current to collecting 
skates provided on the vehicles. — 00 

The skates collect current by rubbing on the surfaces of the contact 
makers, and are electrically connected throughout the length of the 
train ; the contact makers are placed sufficiently near together to 
ensure that the skates shall always be collecting current from one or 
more of them, so that the supply to the vehicle or train shall be 
continuous. | 


Automatic ELECTRIC WELDEB. 


To ensure satisfactory passage of the skate over the contact maker, 
particularly when the former is running at high speed, special 
forme of contact makers and collecting skates have been designed, 
and provision has also been made that the varying. height 
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LONGITUDINAL SECTION 
VERTICAL DEAD LEVER, WITH LIVE PLUNGER. 


of the skate, due to the action of the carriage springs, surging and. 
side movement of the carriage itself, shall be acc.mmodated. One. 
of the methods devised for this purpose is illustrated herewith. | 

The skates are turned up at both ends in cases where they make 
vertical contact, and diminished in width at both ends in the cases 
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of horizontal contact; this allows of their essilv entering upon and 
passing over the surfaces of the contact mak rs. They сап also 
collect current when the vehicle or train is running in either 
direction. 

The svatem can be combined with arrangements by which the 
supoly of current to any section of a railway or tramway is placed 
under the control of the signalman in charge of such section. Were 
this is done and traffi^ is worked on the block system, the electric 
switch controlling the supply of current to any section is inter- 
locked with the signals The signals can only be lowered to safety 
after the current has been switcned on to the section controlled by 
them; the vehicle or train can then enter and run over the section. 
After the train has passed over the section, the current must be cut 
off before the signals are placed at даг рег. It follows that each 
section is only alive during the time occupied between the lowering 
and raising of the signals. In the above case, should a driver ran 
past a signal at danger, he immediately becomes aware of the fat 
by reason of not being able to obtain any current. To effect this it 
is necessary to suppl ment the continuus feeder conductor by 
section supply conductors, from which the lateral conductors are 
taken to the contact makers, the controlling switch making or 
breaking the junction of the section supply conductor with the 
main feeder couductor. 

The following advantages are claimed for the system :—The 
lengtn of exposed charged surfaces is reduced from 100 per cent., 
as in the case of continuous live conductors, to about 7 per cent. in 
the case of live contact makers. The complications which exist at 
pointe and crossings, whea continuous exposed live conductors are 


employed, are entirely avoided. There is no interference with the, 


maintenance of the permanent way or the packing of sleepers. The 
obstruction caused by snow or frost is reduced to a minimum. The 
failure of any one contact maker will not stop traffic. Greatly 
increased safety is assured for porters at stations and plat. layers 
workiog on the track The contact makers are in all cases actuated 
by mechanical means. Economy is gained both in first cost and 
in maintenance. 


и 


THE LONDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Ar the annual meeting of the London Chamber of Commerce on 
the 25th ult., Lord Brassey, as President, pointed out the enormous 
amount of trade curried on by the United Kingdom, which occupies 
ап area not larger than that of the State of New York. The 
aggregate of the imports aud exports were valued at £900,000,000, 
to which he might have added a much larger total if he had 
included the interual trade. 

He intimated that the Cham bers of Commerce of the country 
were an important factur in influencing the Government of the day, 
because they т. flected the trade of the nati n. 

At the present time two questions of the 
utmost consequence to the trading interests 
of the country are before the public, viz., 
tbe proposals for a revolutionary change | 
with reference to our беса! p. licy, and the К 
rapid growth of trading by local authori- 
ties, and with it, of municipal indehtedness. 

Much was said at the meeting of the 
London Chamber of Com етсе about а 
f rthcoming visit to Canada, and Lord 
Brassey was congratulated upon his skill in 
referring to the threatened fiscal changes 
as skating over thin ice.” by cleverly 
advocating the “open mind.” Now, we 
ask seriously whether this is the right atti- 
tude for the Chambers of Commerce to 
adopt if they desire to irfluence public 
opinion one way or the other ? 

The Chambers of Commerce are consti- 
tated to promote all commercial iuteresta, 
and no questions can be of greater conse- 
quence tnan those referred to, and upon 
which it seems that the open mind” isa 
policy sugyested. 

Canada asks the question: “ Are you pre- 
pared to impose differential duties in favour 
of your Colonies?” and the Chambers of 
Commerce are to reply. Open mind,” or, 
„Ws have no united opinion on the subject, 
and cannot attempt to influence our Govern- 
meut one way or the other." 

At the annual meet.ng of the Association 
of Chambers of Commerce of tne United 
Kiagdom, held in Londoain March, 1902, the 
"open mind" policy was certainly not acted upon with respect to 
the open door,” for Lord Brassey moved, Sir Wm. Holland, M.P., 
seconded, and it was unanimously resolved :—" That his Majesty's 
Government be urged, in the interests of commerce, that, before 
recognising transference of territory by any power, they should 
insist on the adoption of the policy of the ‘ open door,’ and should 
invite the co-operation of other States who are similarly interested 
with this country in maintaining existing rights,” 

This appears to us to be the proper attitude for our Chambers of 
Commerce, for they should utter no uncertain voice when dealing with 
questions of public policy affecting the trading interests of the 
country. 

The Electrical Trades Section of the London Chamber of Com- 
merce dealt with some important subjects last year, and exercised 
a beneficial influence upon the Government departments—one 
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evidence of which is the Bill recently introduced by the Board of 
Trade for improvements in the Electric Lighting Acte. Among 
other subjects dealt with, were the regulations referring to high- 
pressure power schemes in connection with which the section 
issned a most valuable report upon the practice in France, 
Germany, Switzerland and America, The Board of Trade invited 
representatives from the electrics] industry to confer with them 
upon the question, with the result, accordiug to the annual report, 
that the department taken a more elastic view as to what is 
necessary for safeguarding the public interests with regard to high- 
pressure power schemes. А 

The ве :tion took vigorous action in opposing the attempt of the 
Postmaster-General to get clauses inserted in the Electric Tramway 
Bills, which would increase the liability of companies employing 
the overhead system. Deputations waited upon Lord Londonderry 
without any satiefactory result, but a subsequent appeal to the 
Chairman of Committees (Lord Morley) met with more success, 
and led to the Guard Wire Conference being convened by the 
Board of Trade, from which seme good is expected The Elec- 
trical Trades Section also took part in a conference with the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers on the Factory and Workshop 
Act of 1901, which especially considered the regnulatiors with 
reference to the employment of youths as switchboard 
attendants. 

Thus the trade sections do good work for their respective 
industries, and the Chamber is also useful in dealing with such a 
supremely important question ав that of the improvement of the 
Port of London, to which subject the Chamber of Commerce has 
devoted considerable attention, its ‘scheme for a Loudon Port 
and Harbour Trust" being practically adopted by the Royal Com- 
mission on the Port of London, whose report was issued in June 
last year. Tne example of Liverpool and other towns is recom- 
mended in the formation of a single port authority; but it is by 
no means an easy problem to constitute such a body for London, 


with all tbe complications that exist, and the multitude of 


conflicting interests that have to be reconciled. 

No mention was made at the annual meeting of the Chamber, of 
the municipal trading question, which was remarkable in face of the 
reconstitution of the Joint Committee of the Houses of; Parliament, 
now taking evidence on the subject. What is tne Muuicipal 
Trading Committee of the London Chamber of Commerce doing in 
the matter? 

The action of this Committee last year was decidedly opposed to 
municipal trading, especially in electrical business—and from the 
annual report we gather that considerable success attended ite 
efforts—the London County Council Bilis (Elec rie Supply) and 
(General Supply) were successfully opposed, and the Sub vays and 
Tramways Bill so far as omnibuses were concerned, was withdrawn. 
It also made arrangements for Lord Avebury to give evidence 
before the Select Committee on the Repayment of Loans by local 


authorities, and his proof was considered by the chairman before 
reporting. 


L. C. C. Tramway FEEDER SwitcH PILLAR. 


The Municipal Trading Committee of the London Chamber of 
Commerce brought under the notice of the ratepayers throughout 
the country the wisdom of opposing the Socialistic movement, and 
we think t ,at some further evidence should be tendered to the new 
committee in support of the same views. 


L.C.C. TRAMWAY FEEDER PILLAR. 


Тнв illustrations above show the arrangement of the switches 
and the interior of the switca pillars supplied for the South London 
Electric Tramwaysiby the Britisn Insulated and Helsby Cables Co., 
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Ltd., to the designs of Mr. J. H. Rider, electrical engineer to 
the L.C.C. Tramways. A diagram of the conrections of the 
switches was given in our article, Vol. 52, p. 832, showing how 
the four different methods of coupling up the feeders, or cutting 
them ont, by means of the links on the back of the board. are 
effected. The switches connect directly with the eight ends of the 
conduetor rails at the section insulator opposite the switch pillar. 
Both poles, positive and negative, are controlled in the pillar, the 
return being insulated from the earth, | 


THE ENGINEERING CONFERENCE. 


THE MODERN EQUIPMENT OF DO'K3, WITH SPECIAL 
REFEREN E TO HYDRAULIC AND ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES. 


A PAPER, by Mr. Walter Fitt, M.Inst.C E., with the above title, 
was read at the Engineering Conference of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers on the 19th inst., Sir Leader Williams in the chair The 
line taboa in the paper was that notwitbstarding the reliability 
and easy manipulation of a hydraulic system for the transmission 
and distribution of power for docke, an electric system was to be 
preferred, because everything that cculd be dene by bydraulic 
transmission could be done by electric transmission, ano a great 
deal more besides, and at a cheaper yate There was not much 
difference in the first cost of an electric or hydraulic crane 
installation. but in the connecting lirk between power hc ure ard 
cranes, there was an immer se advantage on tbe side of the electric 
mains as cc mpared with tbe cost of hydraulic mains. The docks at 
Hamburg, R.tterdam, Genoa, Bremen and Naples, were given ая 
ins аос в where electric appliances about cocks bad replaced 
bydraclic. Comparative testa by Mr. Baxter, the mechanical 
engineer of the Clyde Navigation, on a 3 to 5-ton compcund 
hydraulic crane, a d a 3-ten electric crane at G'asgow were quoted, 
shoring that at ali loads, except fall load, the efficiency of tbe 
electric crane was much greater. At full load the hydr«ulic bad a 
tligbt advantage in «flicency. Tests given by Mr. Phillip 
Dawson, A. M. I. C E., in 7 raction and Tronsm ission for May, were 
also quot : d, confirming the conclusion tbat the bhydraulic-power 
consum, tion varied approximately between оре and three times 
that of the electric crane per cycle of operations. The exircme 
flexibility of electric transmissicn, and tbe ease witn which 
extensions could be carried cut, were further poirts that would 
carry tbe day in favour of electric power, ¢ ven if the cost of wo king 
were somewhat. more instead cf Jess than bydraulic 

Mr. ELLINGTON criticised the tert figures quoted in the paper. 
The net work dore in both the bydsaulic and electric cranes was 
given in watt-bours, but no mention wae made cf the speed at which 
the cycle of operations was performed. The «fficiency of an electric 
system, where tbe demard for pewer was made directly on the 
gererating plant, was much lese than was possible with a by d апіс 
system in which an ac umulator was used. Where you had to 
supply power to a considerable distance, bowever, say, to а cra: e, 
it might be advantageous to use electric transmission up to that 
peint. | 

Mr. Prrr: Do you mean you would have both systems, electric 
and by«ravlic ? 

Mr. ELLINGTON : Yes, under those circumstances. 

Mr Hompaney pointed out that the value of an hydraulic system 
in exti: gushing fires should vot be lost sight of. Tbe author bad 
mentioned the Rotterdam Docks. The engineer of these docks 
had told bim that the cost of their electnc coal boists ат а 
cranes exceeded that of hydraulic n achines, but it suits us.” Не 
understood that there were 138 electric cranes at Rote rc am, three 
only of which at that time were in ute, and be considered in ary 
comparisons made that the time machines were laid by for repairs 
or want of user should be teken into sccovpt. Hydraulic trane- 
mission and ар: lia: ces were absolutely reliable ano under control. 

р gave rise to continual diffralties with electrical plant. At 
Ams'erdam, after seeirg the Rotterdam installation, trey had 
decid: d that two new coal boiste about/to be put down sh: uld be 
bydraulic g : 

Mr. Dosson raid that the hydraulic installation put down at 
Buenos Ayres by Bir William Armsetrrg & (o. worked abs lately 
pertectly. T! ere were, however, certain troubles experienced ; fintly, 
the loeces due to varying loads. Fri m the 1 ature of the mercbar dige 
dealt with, tbe losds on their cranes varied corsiderably, and a con- 
Оппа! loes was goirg on; secondly, there war the lose in n aine, which 
were laid, in their case, over а distarce of 94 niles; ard thirdly, 
there was , onsiderable wear of valves owing to five rand beng 
present in the eaters of tbe River Plate Не bad lox ked into the 
question of making their extensions on the electric syrtem, but had 
cor. elud ed ıt would be too costly, aud bad therefore continued with 
hydraalic. 

Mr. CzciL, Browns bad recently looked into the matter of tbe 
most suitable ғу теш for a pew up-t: -date dock scheme Low in a 
Bil! bef:-re Parhament (the speaker tubs quei tly gave the rame of 
the Docks as Jor Mary port Harbour) He bad cone to the conclu- 
sion that an electric sy«tem was the best in every respect. The 
North-Eastern Railway Co. bad given bim facilities f. r ir vestigat- 
ing tbe тогіп р of their electric ста: es at М ddlecbiougb Dicks, 
a'd he bad found the system there very «fficient and reliable, 
There waa frequently a great deal of trouble from joints experi- 
enced with bydraulic mains laid in made ground. Iu an electric 
installation you effected economy by having one generating 


station and one staff for the whole of the power distribution and 
lighting. - © 

Mr. Brox: s gave the cost of bydraulic power as 2d. for produc- 
tion aud 1d. for transmission, per H P.-hour, and 14d. for production 
and rather over 2d for transmission by electric power, including 
4 per cent. interest and all maintenance charges. The fact that you 
could overload an electric plant be thought was nearly if not quite 
of equivalent value to the hydraulic accumulator. He considered 
the electric system to be the more economical and equally reliable 
system of the to. 

.Prof. JAMIE-ON bad made observations with pressure gauges at. 


different parts of an hydraulic svstem, aod had {опаа practically no 


loss between the source of supply and the hydrant adjoining the 
crane, but between this latter and the crane ram he had been most 
astonished to fiud great loss of pretsure. On a 3-ton crane there 
was a pressure of 560 lba, at the гьш, ard 750 lbs. at the hydrant, 
when lifting 3 tons, but when lifting 2 tons, the pressure in the 
cylinder feil to 400 lbs., that at the hydrant remaining tbe same. 
When you had this large bumber of “wee pipies" all over the 
place, a great deal of your useful pressure was lust. When cranes 
near the source of supply were at work the pressure was greatly 
reduced on the distant machines. He understood now, that a 7-in. 
main had been put in to obviate loss of pressure in this particular 
dock. . | 
Anotber epeaker said that the adoption of one or other system. 
was purely a question of conditions If the load were variable 


- electric.ty was by fer the best; but if he were dealing with a con- 


stant load be would put in bydraulie pov er. 
Tbe author, in his reply. stated that no arguments had been 
advances by -peskers that at all ir fluenced tis conclusions as given 
in the paper in favour cf electric pow:r for do ks. Speakers bad 
appeared to he'ray a considerable amc unt of doubt as to the reli- 
ability of electric w: rking, but he arsured them tbat an electric 
installation was perfectly reliable and the motors were abevlu ely 
nder contru). Even in an electric system, should it be desired to 
wo:k one or two coal hoists hydraulically, what was there to pre- 
vent a motor being put down to pump up an accumulator for that: 
particular purpose? He was quite convinced on the point of cost. 
There could not possibly be so much lose going on in the sirgle 
red uct ion gear or even in a double reduction gear of an electric 
n otor as in the numberleee puileys and chains in au hydraulic crane.. 
From tests on а, electric crane at his worka tbe actual ascertained 
figures were 793 per cent. efficiency at full load from motors to 
load, wh:reas the highest attainable in hydraulic transmission 
was 66 percent. Added to that you had to have very larze mains 
in an hydraulic system to keep the pressure constant He believed. 
11 in. pipes were used in the Loudon supply. You could gat your 
electric current at 24d. per u: it from supply companies, or pus-ibly 
even less from a Corporation (at the expense of the ratepayers), or 
you could make it yourself at led. per unit. He certainly aisagreed 
that the two »yaten в togetber involving two separate staffs could be 


of any adva tage over ove system for ligbti g and power. You 


must have electric plant for lightirg, aud economy lay in one set. 
of boilers aud engines aud «ne +ystem. 

Sir Lear R WILLIAMS, in concluding, said the hydraulic system. 
applied to move the swing bridyes and locke in tbe Manchester 
Sbip Canal had proved absolutely satiwfactory, and tris notwith- 
standing tbe great length of piping required. But they bad also. 
electric power for hgbtiig aid fur the working ef en all cranes for 
unload ing and loading, and he fully re-ognised the navautayes of 
electric working for these рогрсвєв. Tnere wes ro doubt it was. 
exceedingly useful as a system for combined lighting and power, 
and also on account of ite extreme flexibility. 


OVERHEAD AND OTHER RAILWAYS. 


IT is quite possible that, through untoward circumstances, there are 
dwellers in back streets to whom their eurrounsinge аге fully ав 
distsste ful as they wruld be to Mr. S. B. Cottrell or ourselves, ог 
011 er more fortunately placed mortals. They may even possess the 
same Jo: ging as ary of us for a river-eide illa with & buat house 
ahn Jawrs to tle river edge. То вось Mr. Cottreli's paper on 
“Overhesd Railways" wiil not appeal sympathetically, for he 
acvocates, ан а m luticn of urban railwry traffic, overhead railways 
of the Liceous American tye, if they can be constructed in ba. К 
streets, where con pe) sation would be ın material and their unsightly 
appearance would not be objectionsble. 

This ів. to tay the least, ecarcely humane. Moreover. it is un wise 
to condemn even back-strecters to the horrors of a hamua ering over- 
head racket. 

A record rece mmendaticn is the eballow subway where it can 
be cerstructed. London bad the chance of this system between 
St. Jomer's nnd Holborn in 1889, but Mr. Woocall’s Committee 
thew out the Fill The echeme, as proposed, would have put a. 
stop to ali future tearing up of the streets. 

А 1biro. prop: ға! is deep-level rarlwaye, In each care electricity 
is propose d ав the motive power. The author Jo ka on the Vall. w- 
ness cf the oid ouoergrcuud railways as a valuable asset. Un- 
doubtedly this ін во, but tLere is too little shaliowness, and far too 
many staire A really sballcw line would nut be half the depth of 
tbe Metropolitan. 2 

It is verter that reslly shalluw lines alone will take sbort-dis- 
tence passengers cff. tbe surface. "bey alone are self ventilating. 
The eelt-ventolatiig pewer of a sbaliow subway sailway п ust. be 
evident to anz) one who considers for a moment how the air of the 
Unc egre und сопот пев to support life in spite of the вон ke of the 
many !urnaces of lucometives. With electric motive power there 
would be no ventilation problem except for deep tubes. 
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The existing system of overhead railway on brick viaducts is bad 
enough, but the overhead railway of the American type, and, we 
believe, Mr. Cotterell's ty pe, is an iron gantry carried noisily up the 
middle of the street, often within & few feet of third floor windows. 
1f overhead railways were necessary, it were better to run them up 
the widest streets possible. 

The paper gave rise to a very considerable discussion, chiefly in 
that inandible manner which is, we think, becoming more marked 
at every meeting. One gentleman who spoke from the platform 
with great hesitation, was quite inaudible. 

Mr. B. Н TBwarTE advocated the platforme roulant of the late 
Paris Exhibition, and exhibited some albums of fine photographs of 
this system, in wh ch there is probably much more than many 
imagine, for the platforms never lose energy by braking and are 
not extraordinarilv hard to move and keep going. 

Mr. Cox mdBAAM, of the Central London Railway, objected to 
shallow subways, and did not besitate to ask the meeting to consider 
that it was as difficult to ventilate a shallow subway as a deeo tube. 
He appeared to base his a:gument оп the fact that the“ Under- 

und" atmosphere contains as much carbonic acid as the Two- 
penny Tube! What abont the coal-fired locomotives of the Under- 
ground ? However, though this argument was put forward, we saw 
no one who looked equal to absorbing it. 

A gentleman, who evidently believed with the majority that the 
"Tube ventilation was bad, drew attention to tbe large movemeut of 
of air in the Tube, aud suggested, very sensibly, that by proper 
‘trapping this movement could be made to effect changes of the 
atmosphere. Such a system of trapping could readily be carried 
out. The vile condition of tube atwoaphere was pointed out in the 
-technical Press as sure to arrive long before the Twopenpy Tube 
-was made, and soon after tbe South London line had demonstrated 
-the bad ventilation, but no steps were taken to remedy the defect 
before it arose, as might have been easily done. 

Tbe whole tube railway question has been muddled from the 
first, and as these lires multiply, it is to be feared there will arise 

many difficulties at poiuts where tubes cross each other, 
the shallow subway system appeared to frighten people because 
of the trouble with pipes, but it cannot be agreed that the time of 
descending a few steps to the trains can be compared with the 
time taken on deep tubes Deep tube advocates always taik as 
‘though the lifts landed passengers at the train platform, whereas, 
: in fact, they land them scores of feet away and demand of them 
often several feet more of steps than would be called for by any 
-shallow system. 


GAS STANDARDS AND SMOKE ABATEMENT. 


Mn. G. T. Berkey evidently builds his hopes for smoke abatement 
-on the displacement of coal by gas This is not a particularly 


-scientific solution of the problem, save and except for domestic 


purpos: в, the domestic fire being so hopeless in regard to smoke. 
‘To get over the difficulty he advocates a tax on all but very small 
chimneys, as this would compel the use of coke and of anthracite. 
‘We think the domestic solution is far more likely to come in the 
-way of cheap gas. How does the author expect to compel everyone 
‚$о burn coke or anthracite or even gas, until this is supplied very 
much cheaper than at present? The price of coke would become 
: prohibitive if a large demand were made f r its supply. 
The discussion on this paper was most feeble and ineffective, and 
.nothing of апу serious value was put forward. One gentleman, 
however, created some amusement ^y his objections to admitting 
carbonic oxide gasinto his boure. He did not wish to go home and 
‘fiad his wife and other relations lying dead about the house. This 
is a danger, of course, to which carbonic oxide gas may expose 
users. He would not object to his business rivals using it. Smcke 
. abatement discussions seem to have degenerated into merest 
platitude, and the eternal round of apparatus is discussed as 
though a chemical process could be carried out by apparatus when 
the essential qualitication of necessary temperature is not only care- 
fully ignored, but sedulously destroyed. Some one ought to have 
got up and sbouted— Temperature | 

The paper which followed tbat on smoke in the same section 
dealt with standards of illumination as applied to gas, and was 
interesting as an example of the fact that it requires 10 years to 
bring an idea to fructification, for we are reminded that the modern 
craze fur gas on a calorific stanoard was started in 1892 by Mr. 
P. H. Thwaite in his paper on fuel and power gas in Birmingham. 
Mr. Thwaite then called for gas of 10 to 12 c P. supplied at a pres- 
sure of 4 in. to 16 in. To-day there figures are accepted as the 
proper solution of the question of gas illumination by calorific 
iucandescence. 

Tbe discus-ion on this paper merely served to point out that gas 
engineers appear to have ro idea of what a chimney is, or they 
would endeavour to provide all their gas lights with pipes or flues 
leadipg to chimueys in com munieat ion with t'e outer air. How- 
ever, if they do not realise tuat sulphurous gas products might thus 
escape from dwelling reoms and promote ventilation in doing во, 
perhaps it is not for electriciaus tu teach them. 


STEAM TORBINES. 


Ir is generally forgotten that the possibilities of the steam 
turbine were indicated by Tournaire, a French engineer, as far 
back as 1853. Prof. Rateau now tells us that the design of 
‚з steam turbine is an easy matter to one possessed of a knowledge 


of the thermo-dynamic properties of steam, and a thorough know- 
ledge of the principles of the bydraulic turbine; but one must also 
know the practical coefficients to employ. In this, certainly, the 
turbine differs from piston engines. Expansion can be pushed 
further, and more perfect vacua made of good use. Conversely the 
tarbine is not economical when exhausting to atmospheric pressure. 

The author points out the differences between pressure and re- 
action turbines, the former being liable to lose in efficiency if not 
protected from internal leakage losses, and demanding uniform 
distribution of pressure, whereas the latter have no leakage troubles 
and can receive the working fluid on a portion only of their circum- 
ference. There are, however, we might add, compound reaction 
turbines in contemplation, if not constructed, besides that of the 
author, who, by the way, does not seem correctly to state the rela- 
tion of speed between the reaction and the action turbine. Surely 
it is the latter, or De Laval type, which runs at the higher speed 
of rotation. 

The author is prepared to apply his turbo-pumps to lift water 
several hundred metres and to compress air to six atmospheres. 


PETROL MOTORS FOR LOCOMOTION. 


Мв. E. SauvaGE discussed petrol motors in a paper which simply 


_ recapitulated & few of the salient features of these machines. He 


would like further data as to cost of transport by petrol motors, 
their present use rather embodying the idea of an advertisement than 
of a striving after economy. In respect of heavy traffic it seems to 
us more probable that steam power will supersede petrol, and the 
steam will be raised by liquid fuel of tbe heavy type, such as tar or 
Texas oil burned by atomising methods. When vehicle» without horses 
are аз common as those with them, the advertisement inducement 
to use petrol will bave disappeared, and commercial considerations 
will obtain sway. To-day everything points to steam as the motive 
power for heavy cars. Petrol may remain for light cars, if not dis- 
placed by the coming electric accamulator. 

The author seems t) favour combination frames of wood and 
iron of considerable length with small wheels placed far apart. 
Circulating the pump: in series with the motor, radiator and tank, are 
a necessity. Fans are use ful to help the draught through radiating 
coi. Numerous cylinders promote steadiness, but introduce com- 
plication. Recent construction appears to favour mechanical 
operation of both inlet and exhaust valves. 


GAUGES AND STANDARDS. 


Mr. H. T. MABSHALL'Ss paper on “Gauges and Standards in Shop 
Administration" ів a paper that ought to be read by young 
engineers before entering on the profession as such. It ie a good 
and useful paper, dealing with a system of shop organisation; but, 


what is perfectly proper, it shows clearly that the business of 


the manufacturing engineer is very different from that pictured by 
the beginner, who usually thinks only of the engineering side. 
This paper shows up the sordid side of manufacturing, the money- 
making part of the business, which simply aims to make so many 


things at a minimum of cost. The engineering part of a manufac- 


turing evgineer's business is not merely reduced to a minimum, but 
it is apt to be discarded altogether, and until within recent years 
too mary of our old-established shops discarded even the mechanic. 
The mechanic has been reinstated and allowed to spread his talents 
over the productive output of machine tools, and great charges have 
been wrought. The eugineer is still kept back too much it may be, 
but it must be borne in mind that engineering is distinct from the 
work of the high-class mechanic, and that this, again, is distinct 
from the manufacturing side. If young men would grasp the 
signification which attaches to manufacturing processes as distinct 
from design they would be less disappointed at the sordid element 
which they are bound sooner or later to encounter. At the same time, 
half the design of a machine should include the knowledge of bow 
the manufacture of any machine is to be carried out in harmony 
with the sordid department. The object of all engineering is to 
make money, though it is less apparent in some cases than in 
others. Ina paper like the one named one comes closely into con- 
tact with the aim of a machine shop, which is to produce articles 
at a minimum of cost and of a maximum of good quality. 

The references of the paper to the hmit gauge system had a 
bearing on this latter, but we did not think the various speakers 
had grasped tbe principles which underlie the system of limit 
gauges. These gauges are simply a recognition of the fallibility of 
tools and w: rkmen, and of tbe fact that the more nearly one works 
to exact sizes, the more expensive the work becomes Recognising 
the impossibility of absulute accuracy, the limit-gauge system 
simply sets bounda to the inaccuracy, and allows all work within 
such bounds to pass muster. Major Sankey appeared to get quite 
adrift on the subject, and spoke about what was to be done with 
costly picces which failed to pass the limit test. Obviously, if 
product is to be maintained high class, such pieces must be rejected, 
and it then devolves upon some higher autbority than the viewer to 
say if such rej cted p'ece is to be scrapped, or if it is capable of 
being repaired. But this very instance is really an argument for 
the system, and not against it. It was also ruggested that with 
possible various fit differences and fits—runnivg, fast or key ing, and 
slidiug or push fits, there would be & multiplicity of gauges which 


Vol 53. No. 1,336, JOLY 3, 1903.] 


IHE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 37 


might become useless, There is, of course, this objection to a solid 
limit gauge, but limit gauges need not be solid, unless for very 
‘special standard work. 

The Newall system of limit gauges provides adjustable ganges 
and а. very simple means of accurate adjustment. With these 
adjustable gauges, shop work can be carried out better and cheaper 
than by fussing with standard gauges and thin paper differences. 

Of course, the limit-gauge system is most particularly applicable 
to turned and bored articles. As regards the objection to the 
expense of large gauges, it can be said that, in a good shop, as 
‘sizes increase, so do the steps from size to size; there are very 
few large gauges needed, and these on the adjustable system can 
be still further reduced in number. Thus, where there may be 


scores of pins from 1 in. to 4 in. on a large set of marine engines, 


there is but one main shaft bearing. Nor are limit gauges 
intended fof the odd large size. They are for producing the 
many small parts on which time saved may be a large percentage 
of cost. Tbe time saved on a large shaft would be relative!y a 
small item, for the turner would eet his callipers while work was 
going on, or would use some fixed gauge. The raising of such 
questions is an indication that the principles of the limit gauge are 
not rightly grasped. ` 


‘THE POSITION AND PROTECTION OF THE THIRD RAIL 
ON ELECTRIC RAILWAYS. 


By WILLIAM E. LANGDON. 
( Abstract.) 


THERE is ample evidence that we have now arrived at а period 
when surface lines of railway—lines of ordinary construction for 
steam haulage—have to be considered in relation to their operation 
by electrical agency. Tube lines will, no doubt, where they have 
mrans for doing +o, form connection with near surface lines for the 
purpose of re:dy interchange of traffic. And when it is understood 
that all of the main lines are considering the propriety of electric- 
ally working portions of their systems, tne question of arriving ata 
decision as to the position of the conductor rail, is, in the interest 
of all, most des rable. In any case, the residential lines will avail 
themselves of the advantages to be obtained from electric traction ; 
and a recognised standard will become an absolute necessity. 

Conductor Kail.—There appears to be no uniformity in the position 
of tne conductor or third rail. 

Tbe practice with the earlier lines operated by electricity has been 
to lay the third rail between the wheel rails, and to empluy the 
wheel rails, duly bonded, to form the return conductor. For the 
Mersey tunnel, the Metropolitau District, Metropolitan, and other 
electrical lines, in contemplation or under construction, an insulated 
rail is used for the return.“ The potential conductor is placed at 
a given distance outside the wheel rails, and the return rail ber ween 
them. It is considered that this practice, viz , the provision of an 
insulated, or, at all events, of an independent return rail will be 
found in future constructione. The object in thus employing con- 
ductors independent of the wheel metals is that it avoids any inter- 
ference therewith, and ensures, a8 far as possible, perfect continuity. 
It will also be helpfal in preventing trouble with the telegraph 
service. 

In all instances the conductors are, whether insulated or not, laid 
upon the sleepers which serve the whee! rails, and this appears to be 
the practice in America as well as here; but in the States, where 
the sle- pers employed are not so long as those used 1n this country, 

every fifth one, or thereabout, is made longer for the purpose of 
providing for tbe support for the third rail. 

Protection of Conductor Rail —Tbere is, of course, no absolute 
necessity for tbe protection of the return conductor; but for the 
third rail, viz, that which forms the potential cond uctor, protection 
is desirable, and has in some instances been provided. This pro- 
tection usually consists of a vertically-arranged plank on one or 
both sides of the rail, the apper edge of the plank being somewhat 
higher than the top surface of the rail, so that anything falliug 
across it may not form contact with the conductor. 

It ie sugvested that this affords no protection from weather, and 
but an imperfect protection against accidental contact. The con- 
ditions that will attend surface-lines are very different from those 
which apply to tube-lines, or lines which are not open to trespassers. 
Climatic conditions will be found to be far more troublesome, 
Snow, rain, aud fog are enemies which have little, if any, effect 
upon a covered line. It would, therefore, appear desirable that 
the most complete protection of the conductor-rail, both with 
respect to climatic effect and accidental or intentional interference, 
Should be provided for. This may be better obtained by adopting 
a roof cover, extending so far beyond a vertical line drawn from 
the edge of the rail as would prevent a person standing against 
it, or an implement placed against it, frum touchiug the con- 
ductor. 

Points for  Consideration.— Two important questions present 
themselves, viz:—(1) The distance which should supervene 
between tbe near wheel rail and the conductor, or between the 
latter and the return rail; and (2) whether the sleepers which 
carry the wheel-rails should be used for the conductor rails. 

I: is probable ёраб the first of these two important questions will 
only be determined after experieuce of the climatic effects to 
which they will be exv.sed has been obtained. With respect to 
the second question, however, the subject can at once be con- 

In considering it we have to bear in mind:—(a) That the per- 
manent way must be constantly patrolled; (b) that packing and 


drainage of the sleepers are essentially an everyday occurrence ; 
(c) that renewals of sleepers and rails, replacement of defective 
sleepers, broken chairs, &с.‚ must be provided for; (d) that when 
laying out stores for any of these ко {һе off-side of the line is 
almost invariably used; (e) that the off-side of the line is also used 
by workmen and others when walking the line. 

All these conditione, it is thought, suggest the propriety of con- 
fining the conductor-rails to the “six-foot,” and dissociating them 
entirely from the sleepers which carry the wheel-rails. This 
would, inasmoch as structures would at pointe narrow the space, 
and for other reasons, necessitate the use of a flexible collector, 
which onght not, however, to prove an insurmountable obstacle. 

It would also entail, where a fourth rail is employed, the pro- 

vision in the 6-ft. space of a stracture which would accommodate 
both the potential and the return-rail. 
‘- 16 would also claim consideration in dealing with crossings. 
With a multiple-unit train no trouble would arise, but with a train 
worked by a locomotive it would be necessary to supplement the 
collectors on the locomotive by collectors on the next vehicle, which 
would ordinarily be the guard's vau or brake. 

The following Table gives the location of the positive collector- 
rail where electric traction has already been installed :— 


From top of | From track 


Name of railw 9 y. Кыр таң кешп, 
track rail. | positive rail. 

Main Line Railways Electric and Steam Inches. Inches. 

Service. 
Baltimore and Омо Railroad, Baltimore, 

Maryland (old location) . 1? 24 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Baltimore, 

Maryland (new location) .. 33 30 
Albany and Hudson Railroad, New York.. 6 27 
New York, New Havea and Hartford 

Railroad, Connecticut... РЕ 14 Centre, 
Paris- Orleans Railway, France " 4i * 25$ 
Gallarate, Italy ji sse 72 263 
Mersey Railway, Liverpool d 4$ 22 
North-Eastern Railway, Newcastle Я == — 
Lancashire and Yorkshire "Зу., Liverpool... = = 
Inter · Urban Railways, Electric Service only. 

Aurora, Elgin and Chicago. Illinois 5s | 37K 20% 
Columbus, Buck. Like aud Newark, Ohio... 6 27 
Columbus, London and Sprinetield, Опіо... . 6 27 
Lackawanna and Wyoming Valley, Penn- | 

ву!уапїа ... 6 20% 
Grand Haven, Grand Rapids and Muske- 

gon, Michigan 6 203 
Elevated and Underground Electric eee 
Metropolitan West Side Elevated Railway 

of Chicago, Illinois a 6} 205 
Lake Street Elevated, Chicago, Illinois Я 6% 203 
South Bide Elevated Railway, Chicago, 

Illinois М 62 201 
North Western Elevated Railway, Chicago, 

Iilinois " 6j 201 
Brooklyn Elevated Railway, Brooklyn, 

New York . 6 22 
King’s County Elevated Railway, Brook- 

lyn, New Lor vs 51 194 
Manhattan Railway, New York .. "E 7% 203 
Rapid Transit Subway, New York... Ses 44 22 
Ceutral London Railway, London 14 Centre 
Liverpool Overhead Railway m is 14 Centre. 


It will be noted that there is a wide variation in the dimensions 
bat in general, the main line steam railways of America and the 
Continent, have found it necessary to place the rail at a greater 
distance than 24 in from the gauge line. This is due to the width 
of ateam locomotives and heavy goods cars, and to the specially long 
and low doubie-bogie stock for transporting b»əlky apparatus and 
machinery, such as car bodies, fly-wheels, generator frames, &c. 


THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS FOR APPLIED CHEMISTRY, 
BERLIN, JUNE, 1903. 


[Report of the Proceedings of Section X. (Physical Chemistry and 
Electro-Chemistry), by our Special Correspondent | 


(Concluded from Vol. 52, page 1065.) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 5TH.— Morning Session. 


THE Friday morning session of the Congress was reserved 
for Ше second general meting of all the member, and the 
Assembly Hall of the Reichstag was crowded to hear the 
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lectures by Prof. Moissan, Sir William Crookes and others 
on rubjects upon which they have become the leading 
autborities in Europe. Only two of the six addresses 
delivered on this occasion bad агу special interest for elec- 
tricians, and therefore de mand notice in this report. 

Sir William Crookes had chosen as his subject “ Modern 
Views on Mutter: The Realisation of a Dream,” and had 
wisely arranged for the address to be distributed in printed 
form to every member of his audience. 

The address dealt with the recent discoveries in the realm 
of molecular and atomic physics, and especially with the 
work of Monsieur and Madame Curie in connection with 
radium. The old theories of the constitntion of matter 
demand revision in the light of these discoveries ; and, in 
Sir William Crookes’ opinion, the “ electron” theory is, for 
a time, st least, likely to supersede the Dalton atomic theory, 
and others based upon it, in explanation of the chemical and 
physical properties of matter. Sir William Crookes read bis 
address slowly and cistinctly in English, and the applause 
with which it was greeted, showed that most of his audience 
had benefited by their printed copies, and hud been able to 
follow and understand it. | 

The subject chosen by Prof. Van't Hoff was the. Forma- 
tion of Natural Sult Deposits," and the address dealt with 
the results obtained in recent work of the author relating 
to the crystallisation of salt mixtures, 

By tbe use of graphic methods of presenting the resulta, and 
of the Phasen-lehre.” tbe author bas been able to calculate 
the composition of tbe crystalline mars that will separate on 
concentrating any mixture of salt solutions. The subject 
was somewhat too technical for a general audience, and the 
address weuld, no doubt, have been followed with more 
attention if printed copies of it had been placed in the bands 
of the members. - 


FRIDAY, JUNE 5TH.—A flernoon Session of Section X. 


The sectional meetings were resumed on the afternoon of 
Friday, and the following papers and reports were read and 
discussed in Section X :— 

1. “ Electro-chemical units," by Prof. Nernst (Got- 
tingen). | 

2. * Report of the Commission upon Electro-chemical and 
Physical Units, appointed at the Paris (1900) Congress," 
by Prof. Marie (Paris). 

These two papers were discussed together, and after 
remarks and criticisms from Profs. Noyes, Nernst and Kobil- 
rausch, and from Dr. Böttinger, it wax resolved that the 
proposal of the Deutsche Bunsen Gesellschaft to recommend 
the general adoption of the symbols and exprestions for 
physical units— printed on p. 1068 of this report—be 
accepted and supported by the members cf Section X. 

8. “The Decompcsition of. Carbon Monoxide,” by Dr. 
Schenck, Marburg. Discursion— Drs. Bodenstein and 
Bodlünder. 

4. * Variations in the Electrical Resistance of Bodies other 
than Selenium. under the Influence of Light," by M. 
Ancel, Paris. No discussion. 

5. “ The theory of the Contact-process for Sulphuric Acid 
Manufacture,” by Dr. Bodenstein, Leipzig, and Piof. Bod- 
länder, Braunschweig. 

6. “ Chemical Reactions at High Temperatures and their 
Industrial Use," by Prof. Zengelis, Athens, No discussion. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 6TH.— Morning Session. 


The following papers were read at the morning session of 
Section X., on Saturday, June 6th, Prof. Van't Hoff acting 
as chairman for this meting of the section. 

1. “A Gravity Formula applicable to Diffusion Phe- 
nomena,” bv E Solway, Brussels. Discussed by Profs. 
Bredig and Van’t Hoff. 

2. “Study of the Theory of Rednction Phenomena," by 
Prof. Goldschmidt, Christiania. Discussed by Drs. Arndt 
and Sacknr, and by Profs. Elbs and Van't Huff. 

3. “ The Applications of Electrolysis in the Preparation 
of Organic Compounds,” by Prof. Elbs. Giessen, and Dr. 
Buchner, Mannheim, Discussed by Dr. Kshn. 

4. The Technics] Applications of Catalytic Action,” 
Prof. Bedlánder, Braunschweig. Discussed by Profs. Le 
1 Bredig und Goldschmidt and by Drs. Arudt and 

odensteitr, 


Tre Formation of Complex Compounds by the 


r 


Sulpho-cyanide Ion," by Dr. Grossmann, Münster. Dis- 
cussed by Profs. Bod‘inder and A begg. 

The afternoon session of Section X. on Saturdav, June 
6th, was held under the presidency of Prof. Lunge, Zurich, 
and the following papers were read and discussed :— oe 7, v 

1. * Electrical Endosmose and the Culloidal State.“ by 
Prof. Bredig, Heidelberg, and Dr. Graf Schwerin, Höchst. 
Discussed by Profs. Lunge, Nernst, Coehn and Le Blanc, 
and by Drs. Arndt, Suchy and Müller von Berneck. +~- 

The adjeurned discussion upon the papers read by Dr. 
Schenck and by Drs. Bodenstein and Bodlüuder st the after- 
noon session of Friday was resumed, and the following 
took part :—Profs, Nernst, Coehn, Meverboffer,'Bredig and 
Tamano, and Dr. Wöhler. Two further papers were then 
read :— 

2. “The Physical Chemistry of Wine,” by Prof. Mag- 


{ * 


nanini, Modena, No discussion. 


3. “ Hydrogenation by Catalytic Action,” by Prof. 
Sabatier, Toulouse. No discussion. 

The final meeting of Section X. was held on Monday 
morning, June 8th; aud previous to this meeting the 
members still remaining in Berlin were photographed in a. 
group, on the steps of the msin entrance of the Reichstag 
building. The meeting of Monday was presided over by 
Prof. Lep-ius, of Griesheim, and of the 13 papers put. 


. down in the Congress T»geblatt”’ for this seesion of Section. 
g g 


X., the following were read :— 

1. “Experiments with Metallic Diaphragms,” by Prof. 
Bancroft, Ithaca. 

2. * Research Work in Physical Chemietry in America. 
since 1900," by Prof. Bancroft, Ithaca, and Prof. Noyes, 
Boston. 

3. “Concentration of Solatiens by Freezing, and the Pro- 
duction of Low Temperatures," by Dr. Mo: ti, Turin. 

4. ** Colloidal Substances,” by O. S. Burns, Borton. 

5. “The Design and Erection of Gulvunischen- 
Austallten,' " by Dr. Sackur, Berlin. 

6. “The Electrolytic Production of Soda,” by 
Heroult, Paris. 

7. Th. Qnantitative Separation of Metals by Electro- 
lysis.” by Dr. Dauueel, Aachen. 

Monday afternoon was devoted to the final general 
meetirg of the Congress, and as already announced. in our 
columns, the invitation to hold the next Congress in Rome 
was accepted by a majority of 20 votes, the alteruative 
proporal being to meet in London. 

Iu concluding this report of the proceedings of Section X. 
of the Fifth luternsationsl Congress for Applied Chew istry,. 
the writer may with advantage draw attention to two points, 
in which the organisation of the section i proceedings of the 
Congress demands imi rovement. 

In the first place, only fe ur of the 48 papers planned for 
reading before Section X. were printed and placed in the. 
bands of the members, and practically the sume. proportion 
ruled in other ections. As a conrequence of this arange- 
ment, nearly every рврег presented was rend by the author 
from manuscript in ez/enso, with a total disregard of the 
time occupied in rending. At future Congresses it is to be- 
hoped that the system of printed papers, to be placed in the 
hands of members on the first day of the Congress, will be 
followed, and that abstracts only will be read at the sections 
meetings This plan, when adopted, lead» to econcmy of 
time and to better discussions, and at an International Con- 
gress, where the proceedings are in three languages, it is- 
demand: а not опу on these grounds, but also on that of 
mere comprehensibility. At the Berlin Congress which has 
jurt concluded, Euglish was not well understood by н large. 
proportion of the members, ard the language barrier to 
intercourse und discussion was more apparent than one 
would have expected in an assembly of scientific men in the 
year 1903. 

Prof. von Georgievics, at the Friday session of Section IV. 
of the Berin Congress, has called attention to this questi n 
of printing all the papers before delivery by thir authors, 
and the resolution pase d on this subject by this section ів to 
be submitted to the Congress Stai ding Commitee. 

The second point, which demands att ntion, relates to the 
acceptance or selection of papers by the Sectior al Committees, 
Papers which are mere rechouffés of matter already pub- 
lished in the technical Journals, or papers which are simply 
adverti-ements fur the plaut and apparatus of certain firms, 
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should be rigorously excluded from presentation to such 
congresses. Several papers of this kind were read at the 
sectional meetings which the writer attended in Berlin, and 
no doubt the exclusion of such papers is one of the diffi- 
culties attending the organisation of these International Con- 
ртеввев. Possibly, when the Congress is held in London in 
1909, some way ont of this difficulty will have been 
discovered ; but it is safe to assert that, whatever altera- 
tions in the organisation of the Congress have then been 
made, it will be impossible to improve upon the capacity and 
efficiency shown by the President of the Fifth International 
Congress of Applied Chemistry, at Berlin—Prof. and Privy 
Councillor Otto N. Witt. 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 


(From осв Sprout CORRESPONDENT AT JOHANNESBURG.) 


June 8th, 1903. 

Wellington.—A scheme of electric lighting for this municipality 
is now being discussed. 

Kémberley.—It is understood in Kimberley that the De Beers Co. 
are negotiating with Mesars. Gibson Bros. with regard to the pur- 
chase of the Victoria Tramway, in order to have a service of elec- 
tric trams throughout the town, and to Kenilworth, Wesselton, 
Alexandersfontein, West End, &c. 

Beaconsfield, near Kimberley.—The Mayor of Beaconsfield has 
received a letter from the De Beers Oo., informing bim that the com- 
pany undertake to light the streets of Beaconsfield with electricity 
free of charge, and will also supply energy for the Town Hall, and 
for municipal purposes on the same generous terms. 

Cape Town.—In recognition of the grant made by the Municipal 
Council towards the South African College, the College Council has 
decided to call the new Chair of Engineering attached to the 
Coll: ge by the title of the “Corporation Chair of Engineering." 

The Electric and Waterworks Committee reported that they had 
given their careful consideration to the reference by the Council 
of paragraph No. 16 of the report of the Committee, submitted to 
the Council at their last meeting, with regard to the reorganisation 
of the staff of the electric light department in consequence of the 
resignation of Mr. Pflugstert. As the result, they recommended 
that Mr. Payne be appointed as station superintendent of the gene- 
rating plant both at the central electric station in Dock Road, and 
the Molteno and Dorp Street stations, and, in consideration of the 
increased responsibility which will thus devolve upon Mr. Payne, 
that this gentleman be paid at the rate of £450 per annum, as from 
June 1st, 1903, it being understood that Mr. Payne will be entirely 

e to the electrical engineer for the efficient running and 
msintenance of the generating plant. 

No objections having been lodged by the ratepayers or others 
interested in the proposed tram extension from Hanover Btreet 
through Windsor to the city boundary, the Special Court 
recommended the acceptance of the application on certain oondi- 


tions. 

Somerset Strand. — A public meeting of the ratepayers of this 
muni atpality was held last week to consider questions of public works. 
The scheme of the Lourens River and Estate Co., Ltd., to build 
and run a system of electric trams from B.S. Railway station to the 
town was fully dealt with, and received strong sapport. 

Telegraphs.—Tenders are being invited for the loading up, con- 
veyance and distribution of about 116,000 lbs. weight of telegraph 
material along the route of the proposed telegraph line between 
Umtata and Clarkebury. 

Pretoria.—There are at present two kinds of telephone instru- 
ments in use in Pretoria, the Burton and Ericsson ; much con- 
fusion and delay are caused thereby, and the authorities are 
contemplating entirely dispensing with the “ Burton” and install- 
ing the Ericsson throughout. 

Yeovitle, Johannesburg.—The lighting question is being considered 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES AND FOREIGN 
COMPETITION. 


Speech by Mr. G. Byxa (Chairman of the General Electric Co.) at 
the opening of the Robertson Lamp Works, June 26th. 


I тоок upon the large attendance of ladies and gentlemen as an 
encouragement to British industries. There are a good many old 
friends amongst you, who have known me and the scope of our 
enterprises for a great many years, but there are a great many also 
to whom some introduction of myself and our undertakings would 
at the present moment be appropriate, and, at the outset, I wish to 
ask your kind indulgence if thronghout my speech I refer a great 
deal to myself. Those who know me will readily understand that 
this is not done from any selfish motives, but mainly to draw from 


my own experience such lessons as cannot be found if I were to 


confine myself to generalities. 


We manufacture almost every kind of electrical apparatus and 
machinery. At Birmingham we have our large worke for dynamo, 
motor, carbon, steel tubing and electric light fitting. At Man- 
chester we have our works for telephone, telegrapb, bell, arc lamp, 
switchboard and electric light accessories. In the aggregate these 
works form the largest electrical undertaking in the country, and 
I, who am at the head of this enterprise, employ now more than 
5,000 workpeople. | 

The following is a short history of the “ Robertson” Electric 
Lamp Works:— 

The late Mr. Fraser, our technical manager, Mr. Robertaon, and 
myself, were the founders in 1893—10 years ago. The success of 
the works was slow at the beginning, but later on extension after 
extension became necessary, and the larger the works became the 
better and the cbeaper could we produce our lamps. We com- 
menced in the old building which you see here, then we bought the 
adjoining land, covering about an acre and a half, subsequently we 
built the fireproof building, then extension No. 1 and now the pre- 
sent extension No. 2. 

We started here practically a new industry, and we ourselves 
taught the workpeople you see here, and not only those we now 
employ, but many more who have drifted eleewhere. 

On the head of introducing a new industry into the country we 
may claim public credit. It is well known that on the system of 
free competition under which we bave to work the starting of a 
new industry is almost an impossibility. If we are an exception, 
the reason lies mainly in the fact tbat we have two good men as 
managers—Mr. Robertson and Mr. Wilson—who have produced an 
electric lamp far superior to the lamps made by our foreign com- 
petitors. This has enabled us to obtain the goodwill and support of 
the British and Colonial electrical trade, amongst whom the 
Robertson lamp has become a household word, and the demand 
for the Robertson lamp has thereby not only increased, but we 
have been able to obtain a prics not based upon competition alone, 
but on the merit of the article itself. 

I do not mind confessing that it fills me with pride to stand in 
this position to-day, that of the founder of an enterprise, not only 
successful, but one that has done good to the country at large; but, 
proud as І am of this achievement, yet another feeling than pride 
fille me to-day, and this feeling is one of anxiety. I feel anxious 
for the safety of the child which I have reared.  To-morrow 
circumstances may arise over which I have not the slightest control, 
which may pull down this whole editice and bring the worry and 
work of years to nought. Do you think this is a comfortable 
position to be in? Now, in order to explain this, I come to the 
subject which is uppermost in the minds of most of us at the pre- 
sent moment. I referto the question of preferential tariffs, which 
has been raised by Mr. Chamberlain. The matter is one which 
concerns manufacturers vitally, and upon which those who are 
employers of labour should be consulted, as they are the best able 
to speak from actual daily experience. 

Would you plant a valuable tree in an exposed position where it 
can grow only in fair weather, but would perish by any wind that 
may come along? No, you would not. Look at this factory. As 
I have said, it is successful in fair weather; to-morrow it may be 
attacked, and in a yearor two you may see it empty and deserted. 
I will explain. 

Ihave told you that we have been successful, because we can 
make better goods than our foreign competitors. There is another 
reason. Manufacturers of incandescent lamps on the Continent 
have up till now quarrelled amongst themselves, and their power of 
oompetition in tbis country bas been somewhat, restricted, but they 
are beginning to combine. I can show you documentary evidence 
that a movement is on foot to combine all the German, Austrian 
and Dutch electric lamp factories, and what is their main object ? 
It is first and foremost to kill the British industry of lamp making, 
and to capture the English market and that of our Colonies. And 
how will they do it? Not by any special invention or other 
meritorious achievement—no, first of all they will increase their 
Price in their home market, thus becoming more powerful financially. 

will mean increased output, and this open and undefended 
market is the place to get rid of that output. 

I say this may happen in a few years’ time—it may happen 
actually to-morrow. Iam entirely powerless, helpless. The success 
of my enterprise, the investment of hundreds of thousands of 
pounds, the wages of my employés, the bread of my workmen 
depends upon the action, and is at the mercy, of the foreign 
manufacturers. 

This is a dangerous position, one that cries for immediate relief. 
It is the duty of the State to provide policemen against burglars. 
It is the duty of the State to safeguard our industries against foreign 
attacks. We are inthe midst of a fierce commercial war, and we 
are unarmed against the weapons of the whole world. This is how 
our present fiscal policy affects the master. How does it influence 
his workmen and their wages ? 

Here again I, an employer of labour, am entitled to be heard 
throughout the country, I hold that you should listen rather to the 
experience of a man who pays in wages alone over £6,000 per week, 
than rely upon the opinions of men who never pay wages but to 
their butler, coachman or took. 

Four principal factors determine the rates of wages of manufac- 
turing workpeople—firstly, skill; secondly, competition ; thirdly, 
profits of the master; fourthly, combination. 

Re Skill of a Workman.—In the factory wherein you are at 
present the rates of wages vary from 8s. to £3 10s per week. A 
girl who wraps up the parcels and is unskilled is paid 88., but if she 
acquires the knowledge of glassblowing or air exhausting, she can 
command wages from two to four times‘asihigh.. The same applies 
to the men; thejratioiof their wages ranges. in accordance with their 
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skill. Who teaches the workman? The master. What gives 
him cue chance of becoming skilful? The enterprise of the 
master. 

But I say emphatically, the system obtaining at present in our 
country, the uncertainty as to the security of capital invested, and 
the wantof the home.market wherein to sell, make it impossible for 
the master to be enterprising. І look forward with much concern 
to the future. If this system continues but a few years longer, the 
tkill of an ordinary workman, as well as the inventive capacity of 
a higher-class woskman, will be of necessity of a much lower 
standard than the skill of workpeople of other nations, and, of 
necessity, too, it will tend to reduce their wages. 

Compel it ion.— Again, take facts as occurring in this very factory. 
Here are those workpeople- glase blowers; look into their wages 
book. Two years ago their earnings averaged £3 a week; to-day 
they earn but 45s. per week. Six months ago our manager, Mr. 
Wilson, bad to tell these men: You have earned these high wages 
because we did not feel foreign competition. It ia getting more 
formidable. We cannot sell at tbe old prices owing to foreign 
competition. You must eitber consent to bave your wages reduced 
or go.” 

The English workman is exposed to the competition of the 
labour market of the whole world, and he cannot retaliate. Owing 
to circumstances which I eould explain, he has not felt as yet 
the full force of this competition. I hope he never will; th 
resolt would startle even Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. ; 

Profits of the Master.— This is obvious. It the master earns good 
profite he can pay good wages; if the profits are small, wages must 
go down. If there are no profits there will be no wages. 

Those politicians who affirm that the workman pays no sbare to 
the income-tax (or direct taxation) may usefully ponder over this 
(apparently) schoolboy political economy. 

Combination.—I am a believer in the usefulness of trade unions. 
I look upon them asa safety valve. We masters are human and not 
perfect. Trade unions keep us in order. But trade unions are 
powerless against foreign competition. | | 

This is so obviors that I cannot underetand at all t^e present 
attitude of those at t^e head of trade unions; they eught to be the 
first and foremost in the couutry to cry out to relieve them of that 
competition over which they at present have not the slightest 
control. 

All tbese four factors are influenced by Free Trade, and in each 
one of them the outcome must ultimately be reduced wages Give 
our workmen that protection which every other workman on the 
face of the globe p. ses es, and their wages must go up. | 

Mr. Ckamberlain is right, and I emphatically endorse his con- 
tention. Do away with the seif-infl cted incubus of one-sided Free 
Trade and wages will rise. 

І say more. Give me and my workmen our legitimate sbare in 
our home and colonial markets, then not only will wages rise, b it 
at the ваше time cost of production will go down. This statement 
of mine may sound a paradox to many who are anxious to continue 
the рх licy of doing nothirg, but again I must claim to know more 
about what determines cost of production than people who never 
have produced 6d. worth in their lives. 

I know well that many other considerations have to be reckoned 
with in this grcat question, but every one of them, without excep- 
tion, must be secondary to this consideration: Will it harm or will 
it beneüt the power of production of our people ? 

In conclusion, may I be so bold as to warn you against the 
assertions of men who bave no practical experience. 

I am certain that you will not find the true solution of what our 
country wants at this present critical juncture in the Blue-books of 
the House of Commons, or in tbe musty volumes of Adam Smith, 
Stuart Mill, or Ricardo; not even in the speeches of Cobden and 
Bright. No, the truth wil be found bere, only here, among the 
engineers who work macbinery, among the chemiste who ponder 
in our laboratories, among the clerks that reckon out the cost of 
production in our counting houses. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
nts, „ High Holborn, London, W. C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. | 


18,811. Protection for passengers, cars and general public against contact 
with overhead electric conduction wires tbrough breaking away of same from 
supporte." H. Fis. June 150. 

18,378. “ Ар improved electro-magnetic chuck or work holder for machine 
tool." М. Marcowsx!1 and C. Goricx. June 15th. 

18.878. Improvements iu the method of constructing dynamo-electric 
generators.” .A. JoHNSON. June löth. (Complete.) 

18,894. ‘* Improvements applicable for telephone and similar instruments.“ 
G. W. МёнҥвтАрт and T. H. Gray. June 16th. 

13,398. “Improvements in or appertaining to trolleys of electrically-pro- 
pelled vehicles.“ G. C. WATERS. June 16th. 

19,486. ‘* Improved circumferential grip terminal for electric cables.” W.H, 
SIMMONDS. June 16th. 

18.487. Improvements in selective electrical tignalling apparatus." 
J. E. A ЧА ЕНок (American Electrical Telephone Co., United States) 
June 16th. 


18,5. 2. "Improvements іп and relating to the operating cords of the trolley 


arms of electric tramcars.” A. TAxLOR, W. Moore HEAD and T. Н, KiNGsCOTE. 
June 17th. 


18,547. ''Improvements in exciting and regulating alternating motors and 
alternators having collectors.“ A. BLONDEL. June lith. (Date applied for 
nnder Patents Act, 1901, June 17th, 1902, being the date of application in 
Belvium.) (Complete.) 


13 649, “Imptoyements in overhead bew celleeters fer eleetrie traction.” 
©. Н:еёв, June 1 thi 


18,570. ‘‘ Improvements in electro-magnets for magnetic ore extractors. ' 
Н. J. Happan. (The Bergmann Electricitits Werke, Aktiengesellschaft, 
Germany.) June 17th. (Complete.) 

18,582. Improved starting switch for electric motors.” 
June 18th. 

18,590. ' Improved metallic frictional blocks, such as brake-blocks, electrical 
collector slippers, and the like." Т. AsHmorzand P. McCuLLovoH. June 18th. 

18,591. “An improvement in electrical collector and return slippers used in 
electrical traction.” T. Ashmore and P. McCuLLouGH. June 18th. 

18,628. Improvement in electric alarme." M. PLaTO. June 18th. 

19,6823. Improvements in and connected with electrolytic celle." H. BAKER, 
A. T. SuiTH and the CastNeR-KELLNER ALKALI Co., LTD. June 18th. 

18,650. “Improvements relating to electrically-controlled workmen's time 
recorders and the like." J. J. SrockALL, JNR. June 18th. 

18,674. **Improvements in electric selecting or selecting and signalling 
systems for communicating between a central, or main, or station and various 
other places, or sub-stations, and for performing various operations at such 
places or sub-stations,” R. J. SHEEHY and A. G. Curprey. June 18th. 
(Complete.) 

18,692. ‘An improved electro-magnetic device, combined with a stop-watch, 
for recording acc the measurement of time.” РнилР HA RIS & Co., 
LTD., and S. BELCHER. June 19th. : 

18,708. “A new or improved terminal for electrical connections, and method 
of making same.” E. LIDDLE and G. E. Druirr. June 19th. 

18,709. ‘‘ Electric conduit railway." J. Е. PARKER. June 19th. 

19,746. ‘‘ Improved method for operating tignals on electrio railways, 8. M. 
Young. June 19th. 

18,760. ‘Improvements in and relating to depositing gold." W. KINGTON. 
June 20th. 

18,799. Improvements in rystems for transforming eingle-phase alter- 
nating currents into mechanical driving power." E. DaNiELsoN. June 20th. 
" ME “Improvements in and relating to dynamo brushes." О. BIEBERS. 

une А 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
ту с. n High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
8 pe) 


5,812. “{mprovements in liquid resistances or switches for electrical pur. 
pores." J. Н. Woollsoroft. Dated March Stn. 

6,148. “ Improvements in automatic regulation of voltage in electrio current 
sys ems.“ The British Thomsou- Houston Co., Ltd., and H. 8. Meyer. Dated 
March 12th, 

6,996. Magnetic contact box for electric railways.“ B.J. B. Mills. Dated 
March 15th. | 

6,654. Improvements relating to electric switches," E. N. Bray. Dated 
March 18th. 

71,162. “Improvements in systems of electrically conttolling mechanism 
applicable to ships’ steering gear, turrets, and the like." The British 
Thomton- Houston Co., Ltd. Dated March 24th. (Communicated.) 

7,258. An improvement in holders for electric glow lamps." H. H. Bence. 
Dated March $5th. 

7,536. “ An electric revolving brush for brushing the hair.“ A. Е. Thomas. 
Dated March 29th. 

7,684. “ Improved electric light mechanism applicable for rapid exposure 
photography." A. J. Bonnella and D. Н. Bonnella & Son, Ltd., and E. E. К. 
Bryant, б. H. Bryant and E. W. Bryant. Dated April 1st. 

7,923. ‘* An improve ment in electrolytically coating iron with zinc." E. Gold- 
berg. Dated April 4th. 

7,988. “ Improvements in splicing electric cables." A. D. Shoter. Dated 
Ayril 4th. 

7,957. ' Improvements in electrical switches." The Electric and Ordnance 
Accessories Co., Ltd., and R. F. Hall. Dated April 5th. 

8,896. “ Improvements in troughs or conduits, more especially intended for 
underground еіесёгіс cables.” T. E. Devonshire. Dated April 10th. 


8,414. An imprevement in or relating to holders for incandescent electrio 
lamps." J. Oliver. Dated April llth. 

8,441. “An improved combined magneto-electric bell and indicator." A. 
Eckstein and A. Brooker. Dated April 11th. 

8,715. “Ап electric ignition indicator for explosion engines, particularly 
applicable to motor-cars." Т. W. Ellis. Dated April 15th. 

9,002. “Improvements in connection with electric aro lampe." F. Gubing. 
Dated Aprii 18th. 

9,897. “Improvements in dynamo-electric machines.“ 
April 28rd. И 

9,721. “А new or improved high-tension eleotrio condenser." A. Vasmaer 
and Dr. A. Lebnet. Dated April 26th. 

9,982. "Improvements relating to the switches and conductors in stud oon- 
tact systems of eleotrio railways and tramways.” E. Bede. Dated Apri! 80th. 


10,245. "Improvements in receivers suitable for wirelees telegraphy.” 
G. Marconi and Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co. Dated May 8rd. 


10,88*. ‘Improvements in dynamo-electrio machinery.“ A. H. Midgley. 
Dated March 5th. 

11,079. '* Improvements in cut-outs for :«lectrio conductors.” The British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. Dated May léth. 

1 . ‘Improvements in and relating to storage batteries." W. E. Win- 
ship. Dated June 6th, 

14,507. "Improvements in controlling devices for electric motors," J. 8. 
Highfield. Dated June 80th. 3 

16310. ‘Improvements in electrical selecting or individualising instru- 
ments." W. S. Burnett. Dated Maroh 5th. 

16,848. ‘Improvements in and relating to cloeks, and particularly to electric 
clocks.” J. Butcher. Dated July 22nd. 

17,994. Improvemenis in electric interruptere." L. G. Nilson. 
May lith. 
17,995. “Improvements in driving mechanism for electric road vehicles.” 
L. G. Nilson. Dated May 14th. | 
17,997 ‘Improvements in controllers for electric motors." L. G. Nilson. 
Dated May 151. | 

17,998. "Improvements in electrc-gasoline vehicles." L. G. Nilson. Dated 
May 15. 

19,129. An improved electric heater or radiator." E.G. Rivers. Dated 
September Ist. 

19,522. "Improvements in electric heating stoves." Veritys, Ltd.,and Р. G. 
Ebutt, Dated September 6th. 

20,80. “Electrical insulator.” M. Harlve. Dated September 17tb. 


21,019. “Improvements in connection with submarine or other vessels, 
torpedoes, and the like for controlling and operating them by electricity." L. 
Wilson, Dated September 26th. 

22,750, ‘Improvements relating to electric illuminating devices, chiefly 
designed for use in connection with signs or the Jike, on tramway and other 
vebioles.” H. H. Lake. (Reversible Bleetrie Car bign Co., V. 8. A.) Dated 
Qetober 18th. ` 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF ATOMS. 


In his Romanes lecture recently. delivered at Oxford, Sir 
Oliver Lodge expounded some ingenious theories on the 
constitution of the atom. These theories were intended to 
give a consistent explanation of the recent remarkable dis- 
coveries about electrons and radio-active processes. "The 
lecturer considered that the hypothesis suggested by the 
observed phenomena was that the atoms of matter are 
actually composed of these electrons, an equal number of 
positive and negative charges going to form a neutral atom, 
and a charged atom having one kind in excess. On 
this view a stable aggregate of about 700 electrons in 
violent orbital motion among themselves would constitute a 
hydrogen atom, 16 times that number would constitute an 
oxygen atom, and about 150,000 would constitute an atom 
of radium. “ Тһе attractiveness of this hypothesis," says 
Sir Oliver, “ is that it represents a unification of matter, and 
a reduction of all material substance to a purely electrical 
phenomenon. The strongest argument in its favour is that 
mass or inertia can certainly be accounted for electrically, 
and that there is no other known way of accounting for it.” 

This is, indeed, a very attractive ‘theory, but it presents 
many difficulties which appear to be insuperable. An 
electric charge, it is true, obeys the same law of acceleration 
as а mass of matter, but we may have positive and negative 
charges of electricity, while all mass is of the same sign. 
The 350 positive units of electricity which, together with 
the 350 negative unite of electricity, make up, according to 
Lodge’s theory, the atom of hydrogen, would exactly 
neutralise each other, and a hydrogen atom constituted in 
this way would have no mass. We must evidently go deeper 
than the electric charges on the atoms to get the true 
explanation of inertia. 

An equally attractive, and, we think, equally unsound, 
hypothesis was put forward by the lecturer to explain radio- 
active phenomena. Since the atom consists, according to 
his view, of an aggregate of electrons in violent orbital 
motion, each of these electrons is undergoing acceleration of 
direction, and is consequently radiating electric waves into 
space. It can be shown that this loss of energy will result 
in an increase of velocity of the revolving electron. When 
the speed of the electrified body reaches that of light its 
mass becomes infinite, and in that case a critical condition 
is reached in which the atom is no longer stable but breaks 
up into other substances. 

It is to be presumed that the masses of the positive and 
negative electrons which make up the atom, according to 
Lodge’s theory, are equal, since their electric charges are 
equal. But no positive electron is known with a mass less 
than about 1,000 times that of the negative electron. The 
positive fragments thrown off from radium are about equal 


to this—z.e., about equal to the mass of the hydrogen atom. 
C 
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The disintegration of the atom gives no proof of the exist- 
ence of the positive electrons imagined by Sir Oliver Lodge. 

The Romanes lecturer appears to favour the view that each 
atom has a definite length of life, at the end of which it 
breaks up, or disintegrates, This, indeed, follows from his 
theory that disintegration is due to the loss of energy by 
radiation of electric waves. He draws an analogy between 
the collapse of the atom and the contraction of a nebula, 
which at certain stages becomes unstable and throws off a 
planet, the residue constituting an extremely radio-active 
mass, or sun. But whereas the astronomical changes 
observed in cosmic configurations of matter occur in a time 
reckoned in millions of years, thechanges to be expected in the 
more stable atoms would seem likely to require a time reckoned 
in millions of millions of centuries. Each atom according to 
this hypothesis has a definite lifetime, and the radio-activity 
of a substance would be proportional to the death rate of its 
atoms. With equal length of life, the death rate of 
atoms would be the same as their birth rate, but Ruther- 
ford has shown clearly that radio-activity decays according 
to a law of geometrical progression—that is, the death rate of 
the atoms is proportional to the number of the survivors. 
This does not point to a fixed lifetime for the atom, but 
rather to the view of J. J. Thomson, that a fixed percentage 
of the atoms always reach a critical velocity, which deter- 
mines their disintegration. 


Municipality as 

Contractor. Omnibus Bill which came before a 
Select Committee of the House of Commons recently, is one 
of considerable interest to electrical contractors, and deserves 
more attention than it seems likely to receive, thanks to the 
tactics pursued by its promoters. The Bill, in its original 
form, contained a clause by which the Corporation sought 
to legalise the business which it has carried on for some 
time of wiring and fittings contractor; the old Electric 
Light and Power Co. had carried on a similar business, the 
performance of which was included in its articles of associa- 
tion, but was not referred to in the Act confirming its 
Provisional Order (1892), nor was any reference thereto 
embodied in the Act confirming the agreement between 
the Corporation and the company for the purchase of the 
undertaking by the former. The development of the wiring 
business dates from the re-organisation of the Electricity 
Department in March, 1900, and it had attained considerable 
dimensions when, last year, the Corporation decided to white- 
wash its transgressions by obtaining Parliamentary authority 
for the same. 

Tbe clause originally drafted read as follows: —“ The 
Corporation, if they think fit, may purchase, provide, sell, 
let for hire, and fiz, set up, alter, repair and remove and 
otherwise deal in lamps, electric lines, electric motors, filtings, 
apparatus and things for lighting, warming, ventilating, the 
cooking of food, and for motive power, and for all other 
purposes for which electric energy can or may be used” 

.. . . Фес. (The italics are ours.) 

Naturally, the local wiring and fittings contractors resented 
this step, as they had resented the unlawful invasion of 
their territory by the Corporation; and the Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association of Sheffield lodged a strong protest with 
the Council. The result of this was that the Electric Lighting 
Committee offered to substitute a clause amended to read as 
follows :—“ The Corporation may purchase and may supply, 
sell and let for hire, but shall not manufucture, electric 
motors, apparatus and things for cooking, heating and 


THE case of the Sheffield Corporation's - 


ventilating, and for motive power and all other purposes for 
which electric energy can or may be used... and may 
take . . remuneration ... for... such supply, sale, 
letting or use, selling up, altering or repairing or re- 
moval” .... &c. 

The Association suggested that a proviso should be added 
restraining the Corporation from providing or fixing electric 
wiring or electric light fittings upon consumers’ premises, 
but the Committee, acting on the advice of counsel, declined 
the proposal. The Association, therefore, resolved to fight 
the offending clause in /o/o, and it was pot until the Bill was 
actually before the Committee of the House of Commons that 
the Council gave in and agreed to a compromise. The Clause 
as finally settled was published in our last issue, and is 
similar to the amended clause last quoted, with the exception 
that it applies specifically to electric motors, apparatus and 
things for cooking, heating and ventilating and for motive 
power, including the wiring and fixing, repair, &c., of such, 
but omitting the reference to “all other purposes for which 
electric energy can or may be used,” which was so artfully 
allowed to remain in the amended clause formerly offered. 
The spoils of victory therefore remain with the Electrical 
Contractors’ Association, which is to be congratulated upon 
its successful resistance to municipal aggression. 

That this was absolutely a matter of commercial life and 
death may be gathered from the following facts, which, 
thanks to the Council’s discreet surrender, were unfortunately 
not broughe forward in evidence. The petitioners against 
the Bill represented firms which were assessed to the rates 
of Sheffield to the amount of over £2,000 per annum. In 
their petition they pointed out the gross injustice of 
municipal competition supported by the rates to which they 
contributed so heavily, especially when the Corporation 
officials were in & position to place obstacles in the way of 
passing and connecting-up installations put in by private 
contractors—a possibility of which they actually availed 
themselves. It was represented also that the Corporation 
did work at prices absolutely less than cost, and did not 
scruple to carry out work, not merely within the city, but 
beyond its boundaries! Had the matter been fought out, 
it would have been given in evidence that the Corporation 
had wired houses at £5 each, a price which, it was admitted, 
was 50 per cent. under the actual cost—there being 20 
lights in each house. It was stated in excuse that the 
Corporation was anxious to assist “ poor builders!!!” But. 
what about the poor contractors? Even where a con- 
tractor consciously quoted below cost price, the Corporation 
underbid him, and the same contractor was cut out by the 
Sheffield Corporation in a town 14 miles from Sheffield. 
The municipal canvassers have not scrupled to threaten 


intending consumers with delay in connection, if the Cor- 


poration should not receive their orders, and a canvasser, 
without seeing the tenders put in by contractors, has offered 
to do work for a less price than the lowest estimate submitted ! 

It is obvious that, under these conditions, two results 
must follow :—All private competition would be crushed, and 
the Corporation would establish an absolute monopoly. The 
wiring and fittings department of the Corporation must be 
carried on at a loss, 

That these results are alike prejudicial to the welfare of 
the community needs no demonstration, and it is well that 
the danger has been averted. Our only regret is that the 
matter was hidden under a compromise, and that the scanda- 
lously unfair and dishonourable methods of the wiring de- 
partment of the Sheffield Municipal Trading Association 
alias the Borough Council—were not brought to light. 


Colchester Tramways.—The T.C. has applied to the 


B. of T. for three months’ extension of time in which to commence 
the electric tramways. 


— саа г — 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRENT 
INTERRUPTER. 


By J. WRIGHT. 


(Continued from Vol. 52, page 1082.) 


A MORE elaborate form of apparatus, working on a 
different principle, but involving fluid mercury in its con- 
stitution, is the mercury jet interrupter. Its general con- 
structional principle is represented in fig. 8, where c, c, are а 
series of curved copper or steel plates, shaped as shown, and 
attached by screws to the periphery of a metal disc, fup- 
ported by and capable of rotation around a central axis or 
shaft a. "This arrangement constitutes one terminal of the 


interrupter, the other being a mercury reservoir R, frem 
which the mercury, Hg, is pumped, in the form of a jet, 
from a radial nozzle n. The commutator c, and the pump 
P, represented by a cylinder and piston in the figure 
for simplicity, are driven by a metor, and the interruptions 
in the circuit, are secured by the jet of mercury alternately 
striking and missing the copper Begmenta as they pass it 
successively. The whole is enclosed in a glass vessel which 
is almost entirely filled with paraffin to obviate sparking and 
to prevent the mercury from breaking up into globules. 

A cursory study of the apparatus will enable the reader to 
understand that the frequency of interruption and respective 
time intervals of make and break, are readily controlled, the 
former by the speed of the motor, or by varying the number of 
segments by detaching a portion of them from the disc, and 
the latter by varying the vertical height of the nozzle, which, 
with the taper formation of the segments, c, permits of any 
adjustment from an absolutely uninterrupted circuit at its 
highest elevation, to a complete solution of continuity at its 
lowest. . 

Dr. R. H. Cunningham’s modification of the mercury jet 
interrupter is, in general design, somewhat similar to the 
ordinary form of mercury jet apparatus already described, 
with a few important exceptions and additions. The 
revolving disc carrying the segmenta is in the shape of a 
shallow inverted cone, and is an insulator, being constructed 
of fibre, or other suitable material. The segments themselves 
are of sheet steel, V-shaped, and in total constitute an even 
number, the diametrically opposite pairs being of dis-similar 
polarity. They are thus alternately positive and negative, 
and are connected in sets to the two terminals of the 
apparatus. The mercury is contained in a shallow tray 
forming the base plate of the apparatus and provided with a 
number of radial fins which prevent the mass of mercury 
from rotating with the archimedean screw, which latter is 
attached to the driving shaft, and, enclosed by an encircling 
tube, serves to raise the mercury and discharge it through a 
hollow hub and two lateral lava-tipped orifices, against the 
inner surfaces of the steel segments. The circuit is thus 
completed throngh the two streams of mercury and the 
mass of that metal contained in the hollow hub, and is inde- 
pendent of any moving contacts beyond those created by the 
two mercury jets. An auxiliary attachment consists of two 
trumpet-shaped tubes attached to the revolving hub, and 
constituting an air-blast device, which, directed on a point 
just behind the mercury jets, renders the break extremely 
rapid. The whole is surrounded by a suitable container of 
glass, iron or fibre, and is driven by an electro-motor. 

Some three years ago Prof. S. M. Kintner described a 
novel form of mercury jet interrupter, which differs 


materially from the forms already dealt with. The two 


elestrodes consisted respectively of а Mariotte flask, made of 


iron, and having ite base perforated by a circle of 10 equi- 
distant openings, into each of which was fitted a nozzle, 
and a metallic plate, placed immediately below the flask. 
The latter contained about a pint of mercury, which flowed 
through the 10 nozzles on tothe metal plate, thus completing 
the circuit. The interruptions were secured by a series of 
mica sectors, arranged concentrically with the line of nozzles, 
and attached to a vertical shaft, by means of which a rotary 
motion was communicated to them from an external source. 
The necessary adjustments for frequency, &c., were made by 
varying the speed of rotation, the number of mica sectors in 
action, and the number of jets discharging mercury, three 
possible variables, which permitted a large number of com- 
binations to be made. 

A mechanical mercury interrupter, on the principle of 
the water wheel, is the outcome of the inventive genius of 
N. G. Van Huffel. A miniature paddle wheel, rotated by a 
stream of water, drives a shaft to which is attached a spider, 
carrying four platinum pins which dip successively into a 
bath of mercury. A metal disc, mounted on the 
same shaft, dips into a second mercury bath, and thus 
completes the circuit through bath No. 1, the pins, disc 
and bath No. 2. An especial advantage claimed for this 
device is that the water, besides .providing the necessary 
power to drive the interrupter, subsequently flows away over 
the surface of the mercury in the bath, carrying with it all 
impurities such as may arise from oxidation, &c. 

The Hirschmann interrupter, devised by W. A. Hirsch- 
mann, although involving metallic mercury in ite con- 
struction, is not, strictly speaking, a mercury interrupter, in 
that the latter only performs the secondary office of 
amalgamating the actual contacts. Fig. 9 is a diagram of 
the device, which consists of a vertical shaft s, rotated by 


Hg 


power communicated to a grooved pulley p, and supported in 
a bearing carried by the lid L of the containing vessel v. 
To the lower extremity of the shaft s is fixed a hollow 
cylindrical ebonite box в, carrying two copper segmenta, C, C, 
each of which is provided with an outlet from the interior 
of B. The base of the latter is tapered slightly, and also 
provided with an opening or inlet, set at such an angle that 
it scoops up the mercury Hg into the interior of B as the 
shaft revolves. The mercury emerges from B by way of the 
outlets in the copper segments, and, spread by the fixed 
contact D, serves to thoroughly amalgamate their surfaces, 
and assist in maintaining a good contact between them and 
D, whieh latter forms the remaining terminal, and is 
supported at the extremity of a vertical lever H, connected 
with a second terminal on the lid, the necessary contact 
pressure between D and c, c, being maintained by the thrust 
of the spiral spring s. The apparatus is said to work 
noiselessly and well. | 

An extremely simple form of mercury interrupter, suggested 
by Sprague, is based upon the well-known principle of the 
Lippmann electrometer. The negative terminal consists of 
mercury contained in а suitable vessel or cup, its surface 
being covered with a thin layer of acidulated water. A 
platinum wire, supported in such a position that its lower 
extremity just touches the metallic surface of the mercury, 
acts as the positive terminal. On the passage of a current, 
a film of gas is formed sround the platinum point, causing 
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the mercury to momentarily break contact with it. "The gas 
then makes ite escape, and the circuit is again established as 
before, This is the fundamental principle of the electrolytic 
interrupters to be described presently. 
. Roiti’s mercury interrupter consists of a suspended metallic 
spiral, the lower end of which just dips into mercury. It is 
provided with an iron core, and carries the current to be 
interrupted. The соге ів in turn supported by a stem which 
carries a toothed wheel, meshing with the turns of the spiral, 
and so devised that by turning the supporting stem, or 
moving it on a vertical axis, the number of turns in the 
spiral, left free to move, can be regulated at will. The 
principle underlying its action is practically the same as 
that involved in Roget’s original interrupter, the only 
difference being in the means of adjustment provided by the 
core, stem, and toothed wheel, by means of which the 
frequency of interruption can be varied as desired. The 
whole apparatus is enclosed in a tube containing petroleum, 
which serves to damp the motion of the spring. 
A so-called string interrupter, suggested by L. Arons, 
consists of a copper wire А в, fig. 10, stretched between the 
two terminals А and в, which are electrically connected with 


Fita. 10. 


one another and with one terminal of the primary circuit. To 
the centre of this wire is attached a thin platinum branch wire 
Pt, the lower extremity of which just dips below the surface 
of the mercury Hg, contained in a suitable vessel, and sur- 
mounted by a layer of water to prevent oxidation. P is the 
primary winding of the induction coil, and E, the source of 
current; a brief study of the connections will show that the 
current divides at Pt, and flows in opposite directions to A 
and B respectively, where it re-unites by way of the main 
connections, and flows back to Е through the primary wind- 
ing Р. The wire is set in vibration by the attraction of a 
horse-shoe permanent magnet N S arranged above it, with 
it poles N and 8 in close proximity to the wire.* Normally, 
the platinum branch Pt makes contact with the mercury 
Hg, aud a current is established in the coil, but at the same 
time, owing to the flow of current towards А and B, the wire 
is attracted by the magnet, lifting Pt out of the mercury 
and breaking the circuit; the original condition is then 
again restored, and tbe cycle of operations repeated. Arons 
states that a frequency of interruption as high ав 800 to 
1,000 per second is readily attainable with this device, 


(To be continued.) 


[ оте. —І am indebted to Mr. G. Bowron for pointing out 
an error in my description of his interrupter, illustrated in 
fig. 3. The spring s is not, as stated in the letterpress, 
attached to the movable armature a, but is separate and 
distinct from it, both ends being free. Its especial office is 
to cushion the back stroke of the hammer, yielding the 
energy thus stored, to the ensuing forward stroke. The 
distinctive feature of all Mr. Bowron's breaks lies in the 
fact that the hammer, during its working stroke, is /ree and 
uncontrolled ; a more rapid break is thus obtained, and the 
platinum points do not get hot, or even warm. I under- 
stand that Mr. Bowron is shortly putting a still further 
improved type of interrupter on the market, the advent of 
which will be awaited with interest by all coil users.— 
J. WRIGHT. | 


* Obviously the wire А в should lie in a horizontal magnetic 
field.—Eps. Exec. Rev. 


STREET LIGHTING TESTS. 


THE following recent measurements, which have been made by 
Mr. Hoadley, borough electrical engineer of Maidstone, are of 
great interest, showing as they do the comparative results 
obtained with an arc lamp, with Nernst lamps (supplied by the Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd., of Charing Cross Road, W.C.), and an incandescent 
gas lamp under actual conditions. The readings were taken with the 
ee photometer in the streets, and are in terms of 
candle-feet :— 


Aro 5 Nernst 5 Nernst 25 Nernst 25 Nernst Incandt. 


Distance. lamp with prism with clear with clear with clear gas 
reading. globe. globe. globe. ` globe. lamp. 
10 ft. — 052 125 095 12 065 
15 „ 29 '05 105 04 06 0⁴ 
20 „ 275 034 052 028 '04 026 
20 „ 135 02 025 018 019 *012 
40 „ 055 0085 013 006 008 0035 
50 „ 043 — — — 0055 — 
60 ,, 025 — = — — — 


It will be seen from these testa that whilst the arc lamp con- 
tinues to hold its own, the Nernst, allowing for its lower con- 
sumption of power, makes a very good second. The figures given 
for the gas lamp are, of course, significant only in that they show 
the distribution of the light as compared with that of the Nernst 
and arc lamps, as the gas consumed per hour, the age of the 
mantle, &c., are not given. 

Life tests on the Nernst lamps have also been made by Mr. 
Hoadley, with the following results :— | 


Sxconp Lire TEST or }-АМРЕВЕ NERNST LAMPS. 


6 lamps 210 volts with 20-volt resistance = 230 volts. - 
6 „ 215 „ „ 20 „ ” = 285 „ 
6 » 220 „ „ 20 „, T = 240 „, 


Switched on 12 noon, April 8th, 1903. Switched off 3 p.m., 
June 22nd, 1903. 


230-volt lamps. 285-volt lamps. 240-volt lamps 
1. 5552 hrs. 1. 1,6754 hrs. 1. 1,802° hrs. 
2. 1,494 „ 2. 598 „ 2. 707 „ 
3. 1,802 „ 3. 1,802 „ 3. 8248 „ 
4. 1,802“ „F 4. 1,802“ „ 4. 1,802“ „ 
5. 1,802 „ 5. 1,802 „ 5. 476° „ 
6. 1,802“ 75 6. 1.803“ „ 6. 411“ „ 


Average hours burning = 1,543 hrs.; 1, 580 hrs.; 1,004 hrs. 
* The lamps still burning have been taken as burnt out at 1,£02 hours. 


These tests are highly noteworthy, and represent a great advance 
over previous results. A large number of Nernst lamps are used at 
Maidstone for public lighting, and they are being tried in many- 
other towns. Welook forward to the announcement of the results 
obtained in the latter with much interest. 


LEGAL. 


Patent EXPLOITATION, Lro., v. THE AMERICAN ELECTRICAL 
NovELTY AND MAxurAOrU BN Co., Lro. 


(Continued from page 5.) 


On Thursday, June 11th, Mr. James Swinburne having been 
re-examined by Mr. Walter, 

Prof. JoHN CogMACK was called. Replying to questions by Mr. 
MourTroN, WirNESS said he used to be the Lecturer in Electrical 
Engineering in Glasgow University and in the Yorkshire College, 
Leeds. He was now Professor of Mechanical Engineering at 
University College, London. Speaking as an electrician, he saw 
nothing electrically novel in plaintiffs' specification. There was 
nothing novel in the physical states of the layers. It wasquite 
common at that date to have the inner and the outer layers of bat- 
teries in & pasty state.—Speaking generally as an electrician, do 
you see anything in the receipt or the description of the special 
battery to instruct the public as to what electrodes or exciting eub- 
stances are to be used, provided the result is two plastic layers ?— 
No; they do not mention any variants whatever. It is a very wide 
claim. They may alter the form of the cell, they may alter the 
excitating agents, they may alter the depolarising agente, they may 
use acid excitante as well as saline. 

This is quite a common form of Leclanct é, looked. at electrically ? 
—Yes, the ordinary Leclanck¢. 

Ycu agree with what Mr. Swinburne said about hygroscopics 
being of no use in a closed cell? — Yes; no use whatever, unless 
the sealing happens to be broken; possibly they may be of service 
then. 

This is described as being sealed with bitumen. Do these cells 
get broken frequently ?—If they are subjected to rough ussge they 
might possibly, but, under ordinary circumstances, they are put in 
& place and left there, and not tampered with. 

It has been suggested that Leclancté always used his dioxide of 
manganese and bis carbon in coarse lumps?—I do not think that 
that was the case. Answering further questions, witness said he 
had tried experiments upon the manufacture offdry batteries with 
powdered manganesejiand powdered carboniforithe central layer. 
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He had varied the amount of pressure applied, and had also varied 
the amount of pulverisation. 

Excepting asa matter of degree, is there any difference between 
the effects of more or less ramming ar d more or less pulverisation? 
—The effect of ramming is very much more considerable than the 
effect of pulverisation. 

You have seen the defendants’ cell made ?—Yes; I have made 
many myself, 

Mr. Аетвовт: Is this gentleman in defendants’ works? 

„Мт. WALTER: He has been through and spent a large amount of 
his time there. 
Mr. Mob rox: Just describe it?—The piece of paper is placeyl 
in the bottom of the zinc pot; a roll of blotting paper is then 
inserted into the sinc pot and arranged so that it comes into 
contact with as many pointe as possible. Then а carbon rod 
is token, and some of the depolarising mixture placed round the 
rod, and the rammer is placed over the rod and bammered down 
with a mallet as hard as it can possibly be hammered. 

Have you made testa of a large number of cells on different 
degrees of ramming ?— Yes; I tried four degrees of ramming, and 
tested about six cells for each degree, and the results were very 
uniform. What is rammed, is in the shape of a damp powder with 
about 5 per cent. of water. The harder the ramming the better. 

Does it make difference whether the mixture of sal-ammoniac and 
cbloride of zinc is put into one layer or the other, or poured in 
afterwards ?—No; I do not think it makes much difference, pro- 
vided there is not too much there. 


Does it make any difference electrically whether it gets from 


the oe paper into the central layer, or whether it is put 
into the central layer after it has been all made ?— No, so long as the 
quantity is the same in all cases. 

If you take a defendants’ cell as sold and open it, does the 
blotting үрт still retain its shape of sheets?—Oh yes; in fact, 
a it has been moistened and drained, it is almost the same 

gure. 

Speaking as an electrician, do you see any reason why a Brandon 
sbould not work just as well as one of the dry cells according to the 
E.C.C. ?—I find they work quite as well. That, of course, was to 
be expected from the construction of them. 

Did you find the E.C.C. cell on the market and test it as against 
the Brandon 7— Yes; with two electric bells. I put two batteries 
on the two bells and changed them from time to time, so as to 
eliminate any small difference there might be in the bells. 

What do you вау with regard to the electrical behaviour of the 
two batteries ?—The Brandon showed up rather better. 

And speaking as an electrician, is that what you would expect— 
that the Brandon would be at least as good as the other ?— Tee, at 
least as good. It depends to a great extent on the amount of 
moisture in the two cells. 

Is there auything in the plaintiffs' specification wbich secures 
exceptional electrical behaviour as contrasted with other forms of 
сее cells ?—No; I think there is no outstanding feature of 
meri 

With the exception of the special receipt that is given, is there 
anything in the plaintiffs’ specification to guide you whether your 
paste is to be a special permeable paste, or how you are to get a 
special permeable paste ?— No, there is nothing to guide me. I 
think I prefer to form it myself of somewhat different prepara- 
tions; there is too much flour in it, I think, to give the best results. 

Have you made a Skrivanoff of 1892?— Yes. Following the 
directions I got a paste. I mixed a powder with chloride of zinc 
and sal-ammoniac—chloride of sodium, rather—and pasted it on 
tbe carbon block. 

Did you get a useful battery? — Yes; it did very much better 
than I anticipated. 

_Isthat a battery which there is any difficulty in making in a 
circular shape ?—1t is a little trouble to make the chloride ammo- 
nium, or the stuff that is so called; it takes three hours to make. 
There is no other difficulty. It is unskilled labour, really. 

_ Did you do it by following the directions given in the specifica- 
tion ?— Yes, the exact instructions; I used the red oxide of mer- 


Have you made Skrivanow, 15,063, of 1887 ? — Yes. 

Does that give a workable cell ?— Yes, it works. 

Is there any electrical objection to it ?—It is not as good as some 
of the others electrically, but it is a practical battery. 

Did you make a Germain ?—No, it was a well-known cell, and I 
thought tnere was no need to make it. It would work quite well. 

With the exception of the sbape there described, and the question 
ofthe ramming, do you see any distinction between that and the 
defendants’ cell ?—There is no practical distinction, the form is the 
only difference. 


Did you make a Thiebaut ?—Yes, with a clay outer-layer and 


peroxide of lead inner-layer. 

Is peroxide of lead a known depolariser ?— Yes, and very largely 
need. It is a powder. 

Did that work ?—It worked very well. 

Answering further questions, Wrrnzss said he made an inner- 
layer like that in Jensen, No. 4,369 of 1885. He made it with a 
carbon electrode and powdered manganese dioxide and carbon. He 
stzapped the mixture on to the carbon pole by a sheet of canvas. 

When you have got that central electrode, that is to say, the 
catbon with tha rammed mixture of the two powders, would an 
electrician know, that that conld be put either in a fluid or a paste 
external layer ?— Yes, it would depend on whether he wanted to get 
a dry battery ora wet battery. 

Was that the common knowledge of the time ?—Yee, it was the 
inner element of the Leclanché battery. One way of forming the 
inner element of the Leclanché. 

Bupposing you were to put that into a fluid rendered pasty by saw- 
dust, or supposing you wrapped it round with blotting paper, do 


about the lasting 


you see any difference between that and the defendants’ cell ?— 
No, none whatever if you use the outer layer composed of blotting 
paper. Further questioned, Witness stated that he had not made 
the Gassner cell, but be had used them. They were extensively 
used, and had considerably improved lately. 

Is the defendants’ cell a good one ? —Yes, I do not know a better. 

It has been suggested that the plaintiffa' cell would be—I was 
going to say everlasting—that it possessed a longevity beyond a 
wet or dry Leclanché ? —I do not think that they last so long as 
the wet Leclanché. 

Now take the dry Leclanché ?— Well, certainly at first they did 
not last aslong as the Hellesen, because I tried them and adopted 
the Hellesen in preference to them, but I cannot say anything 
roperties of the improved cell of the E. C. C. 
which is on the market. 

Taking a cell made according to the plaintiffs’ prescription, has 
tbat any superior lasting qualities—I will put it first of all—a wet 
Leclanché ?—It is not so good as the cell that is on the market— 
the one that is made from the specification. è 

It is not во good ?—No, and, therefore, it is not probably as good 
as many wet Leclanchés for lasting properties. 

Have you found that these E C.C. oells are not so good as the wet 
Leclauché in lasting properties?—I did not quite mean that 
exactly. I meau that they will get dry sooner than the wet 
Leclancbé. They cease working sooner than the wet Leclancbé. 

Have you tested the prescription, and is it as good as the I. C. O. 
ве] ?—No, the present E C.C. cell is better than the cells made 
according to the prescription. 

When you made it according to the preseription, what did yeu 
find was the consisténcy of tbe inner layer ?—I made a number of 
cells with manganese and earbon of different degrees of pul verisa- 
tion. It is a thick mud with some liquid on the top. | 

In the cells that are now in the market that are successful —take 
the defendants’, as you say it is the best—is the material that is 
used for the inner layer anything other than a slightly damp 
powder ?—The inner layer contains about 5 per cent. of moisture 
as prepared and rammed. 

Have you tested the plaintiffs’ cells through resistance—I mean 
the E. C. C. cells? — Yes, I put them on rosistances. 

Is there an any difference between thoir bechavour and that of a 
Brandon ?—I have tested Brandon's cells against them; the 
Braudon's are practically the same, if you bave a sinc pot and a 

rous pot of the ordinary type and fill up the intervening spacc. 
I have tested both on resistance and bells. 

Is there any foundation for suggesting that the plaintiffs’ batteries 
do not polarise and that Leclanché's do ?—Al! Leclanché batteries 
polarise, dry or wet. 

Including the plaintiffs’ and the E.C.C.?—Yes, they polarise 
more, the greater the current taken from them. 

It has been suggested that in those made according to specifica- 
tion the depolariser kept pace with the polarising and it did not in 
others. Is there any foundation for that?—No, they are all the 
same practically—tbey have all the same electrical action. The 
polarisation goes on the same. 

And is there anything inthe fact that the are in two layers, 
which would secure any particular rate of polarisation or non- 
polarisation ?—No. Of course it stands to reason that the greater 
the number of contacts between the manganese dioxide and the 
carbon the less the polarisation will be. 

And was that well known ?—Quite well. 

Look at Jensen. Ia the external layer and electrode there 
described as good on the point of polarisation as any that exists 
to-day ?— Yes, it depends on the extent to which it was com- 
pressed ; but the harder it was compressed the better results it 
gave. 

Assuming that the ramming and compressing was the same as 
what is done to-day, has there been any advance at all on what 
Jensen describes ?—The Jensen electrode is, I think, practically 
the same as the electrodes of the best cells of the present day. 

Were the agglomerates in the Leclanché porous ?—I should think 
they were porous. I have never tried their porosity. They would 
be very little used if they were not porous— only the surface would 
be of any effect. 

They were largely used ?— Yes, and are very largely used still. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AstBuRy, WiTNESs eaid that in 1893 or 
1894, be made a series of experiments, and selected the Hellesen as 
being a battery of greater efficiency than the E. OC. C., but he did not 
know that that would be tbe s&me now, as the E.C.C. pattern had 
improved. "There was no difference, as far as polarisation and light 
was concerned, but the Hellesen seemed to last better than the 
E.C.C. over a period of time; they kept their materials, probably, 
in a wetter condition. He had studied electricity since 1881, and 
he had a distinct recollection of the Hellesen, the E.C.C., and the 
Gassner before 1893. To some extent he had studied the literature 
of dry batteries, from time to time, prior to coming into this action. 
He began lecturing on dry batteries in 1892. 

Can you mention any text-books that you have got the common 
knowledge from ?— I read almost all the text-books which were con- 
sidered good. 

Is there any difference, electrically, between a wet battery and a 
dry battery? No. 

Will you mention a single battery tbat had layers in, like tbe 
plaintiffs’, in their physical state, before 1890 ?—T'here are Thiebaut, 
Skrivanow, Skrivanoff, Hellesen, and quite a number of ithem. 

Is your answer substantially to the effect that because of what 
we вее іп these earlier documents there is nothing novel in these 
two layers ?—Not completely. 

Are you prepared to say that you did see a Hellesen battery in 
existence before 1890 ?—I am not prepared to say I did not. 

I suggest to you it did not come out as a battery until 1891?— 
That may be so, 


aE 
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Do you agree with Mr. Swinburne that for thelcommerciallsuccess 
of a battery a number of very small matters may be of tzim- 
portance ?—Yes. It is almost entirely in the details) аб ће 
success lies—method and manufacture. © T 2 

And yon may have the batteries both electrically the same and 
commercially vastly different ?— Les. 

Do you seriously suggest a Lelanché, with powdered manganese 
and carbon, was ever put on the market other than in the agglomer- 
ate form ?—I think so. 


Did you ever see one ?—No; I never opened one that con- 


tained it. 

Give me any authority for saying that a Leclanché battery, with 
manganese in powder and carbon in powder, was ever put upon the 
market ?—I have none; no definite proof of it. 

I put it to you, that if you make a battery strictly in accordance 
with the plaintiffs’ proportions, and take an E. O. C. battery, which 
is tightly rammed in—as my friend calls it—the difference in effi- 
ciency, on a resistance of 5 ohms is absolutely unappreciable. Have 
you tried the experiment ?—No; I have not tried it on exactly 
similar cells, but I have made the plaintiffs’ celle with 4% in. 
X 2 in. zinc, and I have tested them, and I have tested E.C.O. 
cells with ö in. х 2 in. zinc. 

Do you agree, provided you keep a damp path, it is better to pack 
the manganese and carbon tightly ?—My experiments show that 
ramming improves it. 

Do you think, with Mr. Swinburne, that it was perfectly common 
knowledge among electricians that in order to get good contact and 
good conductivity you must pack the things fairly tight and exclude 
all air spaces ?—Yes, as tight as you can. 

If you make the plaintiffs’ battery and take these two powders 
with sufficient water to form a semi-solid and pack it in tight enough 
to exclude all air spaces, is that not an efficient battery ?— Yes, it is 
a very good battery. 

And when you say that ramming is better than pulverisation, do 
you mean anything more than that if you pulverise and do not press 
it in tightly you do not get as good resulte as SI do pulverise and 
do press it in tightly ?—No, I do not thi that that implies 
everything. 

You made a cell according to the plaintiffs’ specifications. Have 
you tested that on а 5-ohm resistance ?— Yes, with quantities 
according to the specification. 

In carrying out the plaintiffs’ directions, certain things are 
obvious to ycu, for instance, the tigbtly packing gave better 
conductivity ?—I knew that, but it is not obvious from the speci- 
fication. 

Do you know as an electrician that you get better conductivity 
if you pack tightly ?—It never occurred to me to ram that battery. 

Aye or no—as an electrician 7— Les. 

Do you also know, and is it obvious to you that you must exclude 
the air space to get a good result ?— Yes, and put in as much de- 
polariser as possible. 

It is put to you that 23 ohms is an utterly unfair resistance to 
take in order to get & fair test of the ordinary work that these 
batteries have to do? Not in my opinion. 

Iam instructed by a gentleman that it is perfectly wrong that 
you can have any ordinary practical bell-ringing with anything like 
а resistance of 24 obms outside the cell ?—That is not true at all. 

Then you utterly differ from Mr. Swinburne ?—Yes. You can 
bave bell circuits with less resistance than 24 ohms. 

Do you agree with Mr. Swinburne that for the purpose of prevent- 
ing powdered manganese from getting to the zinc and for the purpose 
of allowing the frec permeation of water, the blotting paper in the 
defendants’ battery performs precisely the same function as the 
plaster of paris and flour in the plaintiffs’ ?— Yes, and probably it is 
the better way, too. 

How long did this exhibit which you call: the Brandon ring а 
bell?—I got two bells, and put опе on the Brandon and one on 
the E.C.C., and interchanged them so as to eliminate any difference. 
They both rang 65 and 70 hours. The E.C.C. stopped three times 
to do that, and the other did not stop at all. 

Can you explain how it is that the E. C. C. battery has proved so 
enormously eflicient on the market if your test was a fair one?— 
This was a good cell; it was on the market at a cheap rate. 

Taking this cell of yours and the Brandon, what would be the 
difference in the cost?—The Brandon would be the more 
expensive. 

Did you ever know a Leclanché battery made, closed up accord- 
ing to Brandon’s document with sawdust inside, and sold on the 
market ?—I never came across one. 

Do you suggest that anybody trying to carry out the directions 
of Skrivanoff or Skrivanow would make tbe plaintiffs' battery ?— 
Probably not the plaintiffs’ but tbe defendants’. I think they 
might arrive at that form. 

You think that if you put Skrivanoff or Skrivanow into the 
hands of a competent workman and told him to carry it ont be 
would make the defendants’ battery ?—A competent electrical 
engineer would. 

1 said in the hands of a competent workman ?—Not in external 
appearance. | 

If you read Germain and look at the defendante’ battery you can 
see no difference except between the shape and the ramming. Is 
that true ?— Yea. 

Do you agree with Mr. Swinburne that Thiebaut’s papers contain 
a lot of rubbish ?— Yes. 

Is Jensen's specification a wet cell, and a wet cell only; and is 
it obviously so from the document ?—No. 

Point out a single word where thore is any suggestion of making 
& dry cell ?—I do not think there is one, but it does not say it is to 
be wet. 

ls it a fact that the plaintiffs’ battery is an extremely good 
depolariser ? —Yes, it is a good cell. | 


You havetold Mr. Moulton that the pole in Jensen was as good 
a depolariser as the carbon pole with the plaintiffs’ mixture put 
round it ?—Yes, quite as good. Anyone knows that; it is matter 
of common knowledge. 

I am told by one who knows that it is exactly the contrary. Do 
you know that the Gassner cell had this agglomerate pole with an 
excitant mixture between that and the sinc?— Excuse me, Jensen 
was not an agglomerate. 

Do you know that Gassner fell out of use because it was a very 
inefficient cell compared with these others? -I do not think it is 
out of use yet. 

Tell me any document which pointe out how to make a battery as 
efficient as the plaintiffe' with the agglomerate pole ?—Leclancbé's 
agglomerate pole, I think, would give you quite as good results. 

Have you ever tested the Leclanché battery made according to 
the directions in the Comptes Rendus ? —No. 

Have you ever heard of a dry battery so made ?—No, except that 
all dry batteries are more or less made in the same way. If they 
are rammed they are rammed in position or inside the inner layer— it 
makes no difference whether they are rammed and put inside or 
rammed inside. 

Have you ever heard of a battery being made before 1890 
with an agglomerate pole, that worked as well as the plaintiffs’ ?— 
No, I think not. 

Have you made a test of any sort or description to find whether 
or not the battery with the agglomerate pole will give the same 
efficiency as the plaintiffs’ battery ?— No, but I am sure of it. 

You have described a pole of carbon surrounded by compressed 
carbon and manganese. Did you ever know а dry battery having a 
pole so surrounded made before 1890 ?—I am not certain that it 
was made, but it was known before 1890, and Jensen and Hellesen’s 
specification is dated 1885. Gassner was of that type, without the 
carbon pole, and it was agglomerated by baking; it was harder, but 
otherwise the same. 

Is the result of your evidence this—that you know of no battery 
on the market before 1890 that had a pole of carbon surrounded by 
compressed manganese and carbon ?—I never bought a cell of that 
type. It may have been on the market, but I never heaid of it. 

Mr. FLETOHER Movutron said he did not want to re-examine the 
witness. 

The further hearing was adjourned. 

(То be continued.) 


Thaw MARYLEBONE ErLnECTBRIO BUuPPLY. 


JN the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Thursday, 
July 2nd, Mr. Justice Buckley decided an action brought by the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., against the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Councillors of rylebone. The action was to enforce 
specific performance of a contract for the sale of a portion of the 
plaintiffs’ undertaking to the defendante. Mr. Cripps, K.C., Mr. 
Astbury, K.C., and Mr. Sargeant appeared fcr the plaintiffs; and Mr. 
Moulton, K.C., Mr. Buckmaster, K.C., Mr. Clayton and Mr. Cave 
for the defendants. The facts are clearly set out ín the following 
judgment :— 

His LokDsRI faid this is an action for specific performance, and 
the facts are these: Plaintiffe, the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Co., Ltd., before 1901, established in Marylebone and, as I under- 
stand, elsewhere, an electric supply undertaking. In July, 1901, an 
Act was passed which by Sec. 2 provided that the plaintiff company 
should sell and the Borough of Marylebone should purchase the 
Marylebone undertaking and business of the company. The under- 
taking and business there referred to was subsequently defined as 
being that part of the undertaking and business of the company 
which is at the date of the purchase in the area of supply under tbe 
Metropolitan Electric Supply (West London) Lighting Order, 1899, 
including all lands, property, plant and effects of the company in 
the said area.” It iscommon ground between the parties that there 
exists a contract for purchase. That Act having been passed pro- 
viding that notice to treat was to be given within six months after 
the passing of the Act, the period was extended and a notice to treat 
was given on November 1st, 1901. The parties did not agree as to 
the price which was (о be paid, and under some words in the Act 
there was a reference to arbitration in which two arbitrators and 
Mr. C. A. Russell as umpire, heard the case for many days, with the 
result that, on February 4th, 1903, the arbitrators having differed, 
the Umpire made his award, and he awarded £1,212,000 as the 
purchase price and compensation. On February 10th, 1903, that is, 
six days after the award, this action was brought by the company 
against the Borough of Marylebone for specific performance, and it 
was brought for the reason that two questions had arisen betwee: 
the parties, which I will deal with shortly. The more important 
question was this: After the notice to treat was given, on November 
lst, 1901, the company went on, as it seems to me they were 
bound to do, with the control of the undertaking and meeting 
capital expenditure. As to what it was for, I have not heard 
evidence, but I understand it was made in respect of various 
matters sucb as these. The company, under the orders or Acts by 
which they are bound, are compelled to give a supply to consume? ч 
who are requiring electricity. In order to do that, they have to make 
connections and boxes in the streets, and do other works. Further, 
I understand that, for the purposes of the undertaking, they erected 
some generating stations, and did other works which made a large 
capital expenditure. As appears bya recital in the writ, this matter 
was шне before the arbitrators. The writ contains this 
recital :— 

" Whereas from December 31st, 1901, the company have been, 
and still are, in the position of carrying on the Marylebone under- 
takiug and business, and allege that since December 31st, 1901, they 
have made and incurred a iarge capital expenditure, I was of 
opínion that the mattere referred to me did not include the adjust- 
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ment of the rates of the Borough Council in respect of such capital 
and expenditure, ard accordingly, in assessing the purchase money 
and compensation to be paid by the Borough Council to the com- 
pany for the Marylebone undertaking and business of the company, 
I have not allowed anything for the company in respect of such 
capital and expenditure.” 

In this action it is alleged by the plaintiffs, and is not denied by 
the defendants, that there has been capital expenditure of the kind 
described. The question I have to investigate is whether any, or 
what part, of the capital expenditure to be borne as between vendor 
and purchaser is a matter which, by the Act of Parliament, was 
referred to the arbitrators, and is outside my jurisdiction, or is a 
matter which the Act has left to be dealt with in the ordinary 
course in which this Court would deal with the adjastment of such 
matters as between vendor and purchaser. The second section of 
the Act of Parliament says:— 

The sale shall be made for such purchase money and compensation 
being the same in gross, and on such termsand conditions as may be 
agreed upon between the company and the Council, or failing agree- 
ment shall be determined by arbitration." 

Does that refer it tothe arbitrator to determine the whole matter 
as to how expenditure made subsequent to the date of the contract 
is to be borne, or does it leave that open to be dealt with by this 
Court? І cannot help saying this that in any arbitration of this 
kind, it is not possible for the arbitrators and umpire when they 
come to make their award to direct what must be done down to the 
date of the completion. After the date of the award and down to the 
date when the money is paid, aid the transaction has been made, 
there must remain matters subject to adjustment, and these must be 
adjusted by the Court. It is impossible, therefore, that those words, 
" Oa such terms aud conditions as may be determined by the 
arbitrator," should be words which should exclude the jurisdiction 
of the Court as to that subsequent period. Neither do I think that 
they exclude the jurisdiction of the Court in that earlier period. 
It seems to me I have to deal with this as between vendor and 


purchaser. How does the matter stand? The thing sold is the 


undertaking of the company in Marylebone. It is a thing which 
neceesarily fluctuates. It may consist to-day of so many miles of 
cable lines and connections, and to-morrow or next week, of so 
many more. It is a thing which will be continually growing or 
decreasing. The thing which has to be paid for, is that thing at the 
date of purchase. Then you are to buy an. undertaking at the date 
when the contract is made subject necessarily as it seems to me to 
the flactuations in that thing which may arise in tne proper conduct 
of the business before you come to completion. It was the duty 
of the vendors when the contract was made to see that they 
fulfilled the obligations under the Act which ordered the con- 
tinuance of supplies to customers, the laying down of sufficient 
connections to houses where required, and the alteration in the 
undertaking as it was to the date when you come to 
completion, is that which purchasers are entitled to 
require vendors to offer. Oa what terms? On fair terms in a 
Court of Equity as between vendor and purchaser. A purchaser 
is not to have gratuitously an undertaking as extended or altered, 
neither is a purchaser to have thrust upon him an undertaking 
extravagantly or unnecessarily enlarged. It is a question of adjust- 
ment between the ies. Therefore in giving judgment for 
specific performance it will be necessary for me to direct an 
account as between vendor and purchaser. An account ought to be 
taken between these parties to see not how the purchase price which 
the manufacturers determined is to be enlarged, but what sum in 
addition to tbe purchase price or in diminution of it ought to be 
debited or allowed as between vendor and purchaser in completion 
of the contract. The other question between the parties is this. 
The undertaking in the largest sense consiste of the lines which are 
laid and the capital which is sunk in doing all that work, and 
there are also certain leaseholds. It is suggested in the pleadings 
that there are freeholds also. The defendants suggest as the value 
of these, £46,000 of this £1,212,000 which the Umpire ha sawarded. 
It is suggested as regards some of these leaseholds that the company 
is not in a position to show good title. As regards title, it seems 
plain to me here that that which is sold and bought is simply such 
title as the company has under the Act. Whether it has a good 
title, or bad title, or no title at all to any of these leaseholds or 
freeholds, the contract stands just the same. It is possible if the 
award waa made on the footing that there was good title to 
all these freeholds, that it is subject to alteration. I am going to 
direct an inqoiry as to title as regards leaseholds and freeholds, 
not with the viow or intent that it will affect in the smallest degree 
the contract between the parties, but simply for the reason that if 
title is not shown to some of those it may be that compensa- 

tion ought to be allowed. What is the material thing in this case? 
There was an Act passed in July, 1901; there was a notice to treat 
on November 1st, 1901; there was an award made under that 
notice to treat on October 4th, 1903. I think the defendants are 
perfectly justified in whatthey say in paragraph 2 of their defence, 
that the award constituted a contract on the part of the defendants 
to purchase from completion the Marylebone uudertaking and busi- 
ness as defined by the Act at a price of £1,212,000, subject to 
ordinary rules and conditions as between vendors and purchasers. 
The resalt, as it seems to me, therefore is that on February 4th, 
1903, there was a concluded contract to purchase for that sum, and 
all I have to do consequently is to adjust rates between vendors and 
at that price. This purchase sum is very large. The 

b will raise money in the usual way—by borrowing—and it 

i« stated that they have applied for the necessary leave to enable 
them to borrow it, and that at present it has been refused. There is 
an pending to the Local Government Board from that 
Mid I am going to fix a date when this purchase might 
be completed. I don't intend the defendants to be 


placed at any disadvantage. In fixing the date I do fix, if I give 


liberty to apply it seems to me I shall be protecting the defendants. 
I give judgment for fic performance constituted by the Act 
and the award under the Act. I direct an inquiry as to title of 
leaseholds and freeholde, if any, mentioned in the list which was 
handed to the arbitrator, and which must be identified for the pur- 
poses of this order. I then refer it to Mr. О. A. Russell, 
who is the umpire, and who is familiar with all this matter, 
to take, for the p of the completion between parties 
accounts of the capital and other expenditure, and of the receipts of 
the plaintiff company from December 31st, 1901, to the completion 

of the purchase, and I refer it to him to determine what part of 
such capital and other expenditure ought for the purpose of such 

accounts to be allowed as between the plaintiffs and defendante. I 

refer it also to Mr. Russell in case коо title is not shown to апу of 

the freeholds or leaseholds to say what sum, if any, ought to be 

allowed as compensation. I fix December 31st, 1903, as the date 

of completion. I direct—and the plaintiffs have consented to this— 

that of the purchas: money, £100,000 be paid into Court. to be 

dealt with as the Court shall direct. I intend that sum to be 

available to answer the compensation, if any, which the defendants 

may be allowed, if there is still defective title as to the leaseholds, 

and to provide for the possibility that the result of the accounts 

which I have directed might be to show something due to the 

defendants, aud not to the plaintiffs, and to make them abeolutely 

sure that they cannot part with the balance of the purcbase money, 

and take conveyance without being safe. I also give liberty to 

apply to extend the date fixed for the completion. 

A discussion afterwards took ^ ер as бо the power his Lordship 
had to appoint Mr. О. A. Russell as arbitrator. It was ultimately 
decided that if parties should not come to an agreement as to Mr. 
Russel], then reference would be to Mr. Pollock. 

Mr. Mouton said there were very substantial questions to be 
settled, and in his opinion they would certainly form matter of 
negotiation between the parties. 

His LonpsnHiP : I sincerely hope во. 

The question of coste was reserved. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


WARMLEY FrLEgCTBIC Ілантіма. 


A BeLECT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Bir R. Gunter, on 2nd inst. considered the confirmation of the Board 
of Trade order to the Warmley Urbaa District Council, which was 
contained in the Electric Lighting Confirmation Order Bill, No. 5. 
Mr. H. O. Gregory appeared for the Urban District Council, and 
Mr. Balfour Browne, K, C., opposed on behalf of the Bristol Gas Co. 

Mr. GREGORY, in opening the case, gave particulars of the 
population, area, &c., of Warmley, but at present no provision had 
been made with regard to public lighting in part of the district. 
The Bristol Gas Co. had power to supply the district with gas, but 
they were not bound to do so, and the District Council had come 
to the conclusion that the best course was to go in fora system of 
public lighting by means of electricity. They, therefore, applied to 
the Board of Trade, who had granted a provisional order, subject to 
the question of the insertion of what was known as the Bermondsey 
clause, and which was practically the same clause that the Committee 
had been asked to insert in the case of the Walton-on-Thames order. 
He contended that in this case there was no special reason for the 
insertion of such a clause, for the only locus of the petitioners was 
that they were ratepayers to the extent of a rateable value of £74 a 
year only, and the promoters did not intend to enter into competi- 
tion with the petitioners. It was true that when the promoters first 
applied to the Board of Trade, they were approached by the 
petitioners, and then assented to the insertion of the Bermondsey 
clause, but the Board of Trade pointed out the danger, and then they 
refused to consent. 

Sir S. WiLLIAMS, clerk to the District Council, gave evidence in 
support of the Bill, and said they hoped to get a supply of elec- 
tricity from the Somerset Electric Power Co. If they could not 
get current from that source, they could get it from the Bristol 


Corporation or the Bristol Tramways Co. 


Mr. Влгғосв Browne, K.C., addressed the Committee for the 
petitioners, and said that they had no objection to the petitioners 
supplying electricity, but they objected to improper municipal 
trading. But for the uncalled-for interference of & Government 
Department the order would not have been before the Committee, 
and he protested against the Board of Trade trying to overrule the 
decision of Parliament. There was no harm in allowing a local 
authority to supply electricity so long as it did so on commercial 
principles. If it could make the undertaking pay, it was quite 
obvious that there was a public demand for it; but if, on the other 
hand, it could not make it pay, that was an indication in iteelf that 
it should not have possessed the power at all. He instanced the 
case of Salford, where the local authority was making a loss of 
£7,000 a year on its electrical undertaking. Only 400 people were 
using it, and 36,000 people had to pay for the light to these people. 
The petitioners had 52 miles of mains laid in the district, and had 
therefore not failed in their duty to the locality. 

A member of the Committee pointed ont that in this case any 
share of loss which would fall upon the gas company would be very 
slight, seeing they were only assessed at £74. 

Mr. BíALrouR Browne mentioned that the principle was the 
same, and Parliament had recognised it in the case of the Dundee 


tra 8. 
The Committee decided that the preamble was proved, subject to 
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the insertion of the following clause:—'' The undertakers shall 
once in every ycar after the third year's working of the undertaking 
cause to be laid before them a statement and balance-sheet of 
accounts of the undertaking drawn up in accordanoe with the form 

prescribed by the Board of Trade for a local authority 
under the Electric Lighting Acts of 1882 and 1888 ; and the under- 
takers shall thereupon fix annually the charges to be made for the 
supply of energy in the then ensuing year at such rates (not exceed- 
ing the maximum rates specified in the order) so that as far as it is 
reasonably practicable the revenue for that year shall not be less 
than the expenditure for the year." 


JOINT CoMurrTEE ON MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


Lord Crews presided over a sitting of the Joint Committee on 
Municipal Trading on 2nd inst. 

Mr. R. Barrow, controller and auditor of the accounts of 
Liverpool, and treasurer and vice-president of the In rated 
Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Accountants, describedithe 
system adopted in Liverpool for dealing with estimates, and also 
the system of book-keeping adopted. He was strongly in favour of 
keeping municipal accounts on income and expenditure lines. In 
reference to trading accounts particularly, he was satisfied 
that any other lines than that of income and expenditure 
would be improper. The accounts for the Liverpool tram- 
way and electric supply undertakings were framed on 
these lines, and he believed they were the lines adopted 
by nearly all the other municipal trading bodies. Their tramways 
in Liverpool were purchased from a company in 1897, and the 
Corporation proceeded to electrically equip them, and the result of 
last year's working was that after providing for sinking fund and 
all charges that could possibly be made on revenue—and they 
erred rather against revenue—was a profit of £75,497. Before 
arriving at that profit, sinking fund was provided to the extent of 
£51,924. At the end of 1902, sinking fund, depreciation, renewal 
and reserve fund in regard to the tramways, amounted to £359,744, 
and the capital expenditure on the same date was £1,832,000. At 
that date the undertaking was not complete, for the contributions 
to sinking fund would be larger in the future. The Act authorising 
the transfer of the undertaking to the Corporation prohibited the 
Corporation applying any portion of the profits in aid of the rates 
until the year 1912, but owing to the very satisfactory results of the 
working, they felt in 1901 that it was not unreasonable that the 
ratepayers should have some of the profits, due regard being paid to 
the solvency and efficiency of the undertaking. They applied to 
Parliament, with the reeult that in 1902 Parliament authorised the 
transfer of net profits in excess of £30,000 in relief of rates, pro- 
vided that the amount transferred should not in any year exceed 
one third of the net profit. Thus last year the profits were 
£75,000, and £25,000 was applied to the relief of rates and £50,000 
went to renewal, reserve and depreciation. A proper sum was paid 
by the undertaking for establishment charges. Then the electric 
supply undertaking was purchased in 1896 from a company, and 
the result of the year’s working in 1902 was a profit of £33,415. 
Of that, £12,029 was transferred in aid of the rates, and £21,386 
went to the renewal fund. Until 1901 nothing was transferred from 
this undertaking in sid of the rates. The amount standing to the 
credit of reserve and renewal fund on December 31st, 1902, was 
£83,244. With regard to the depreciation, һе had read the 
evidence of Mr. Shirley Price, and he felt that Mr. Price was 
not in a position to deal with it from the point of view of the 
municipal Corporation. Mr. Price admitted that there was no sink- 
ing fund in connection with private concerns, but sinking fund 
and depreciation were inseparably connected. In the case ofa 
municipality—in the case of a tramway, for instance the period of 
the loan was fixed by the Local Government Board, or by Parlia- 
ment, and that period was fixed in accordance with the life of the 
undertaking. Now in the case of tramways the overhead equipment 
must of necessity be kept up to the highest efficiency, and in 
Liverpool the charges for maintenance of overhead equipment were 
heavy and continuous. Coming to the generating station the land 
would certainly not depreciate, and the buildings would certainly 
have a life equal to the period sanctioned. Therefore, if it were 
urged because one portion of the plant had deteriorated rapidly, it was 
the duty of the local authority to make special provision for it, that 
would lead to a revision with the conditions under which the loan 
was obtained. The land and buildings would have one period and 
rails and machinery would have a much shorter one; but pooling 
the whole he submitted that the evidence of experience went to prove 
that the period sanctioned by the Local Government Board corre- 
sponded very closely with the life of the undertaking. Even ір the 
case of a municipal undertaking which was carried on at a loss, 
they would have to provide the sinking fund, and assuming that his 
comclusion was correct, it would not be reasonable to ask the rate- 
payers to provide a sum for depreciation which was only theoretical, 
and not yet ascertained, and which in the history of the under- 
taking might not be necessary. 

Replying to Lord RornscuinLp, Wrrness said that where street 
widenings were absolutely carried ont for tramways they had 
сапе the tramways accounts to the extent of some thousands of 
pounds. 

WITNESS was questioned: as to whether he did not think 
that bad the tramway and electric lighting companies remained 
in possession, the ваше advantages would not accrue. He 
replied that no doubt the consumption of electricity would have 
increased, but doubted whether it would have increased so rapidly 
as to have permitted of such a decrease in price. In the case of 
tramways, he thought that probably the community would not 


have been so well served, because the question of dividend would 
have come in, 


pressure of rate 


From my own experience, I think the Corporations are generally 
very anxious to show profite for the rates, very much in the same way 
that directors want dividends ?—But Corporations are subject tothe 
yers. 

Mr. Puatr Hiaams: Do you endorse the statement of the 
President of your Society, who said, "The £11,700 loss on the 
102 municipal electric undertakings ought really to be put asa 
profit of £190,000, because it included £200,000 for repayment of 
capital"? —I would not go so far as him on that point. 

Mr. W. G. FLOYD, one of the elected auditors of Birmingham, 
complained that the audit he was permitted to carry on was worth- 
less, and while he did not make any imputations whatever as to the 
honesty of the Corporation and officials, yet he felt that the system 
adopted made it possible for different Committees to make the 
accounts appear as they liked. He was strengthened in that opinion 
by a speech of one of the Councillors, who said that the electrical 
department of Birmingham had made a profit, but did not show it, 
because tbe ratepayers would want their electric light cheaper. He 
expressed himself in favour of the appointment of a Government 
auditor. 

Mr. H. E. HAwanp, the Controller of the London County Council, 
was called, and described the various Acts and conditions under 
which the Council raised money. 


On Monday, evidence was first given by Mr. J. HERBERT TRITTON, 
president of the Institute of Bankers, and deputy-chairman of the 
Central Association of Bankers. He stated that bankers had been 
concerned with the large growth of local indebtedness mainly in 
relation to the increase of the whole of the debt in England. In 
addition there was the question of interference with private enter- 
prise which had been referred to in course of conversations he had 
had in banking circles. He advised that great strictness should be 
exercised in the case of expenditure of corporations whose stocks 
were trustee securities. 

Mr. H. E. HawaBD, the controller of the London County 
Council, gave further evidence, and said that the general practice of 


the Council in regard to street widenings where tramways were 


needed, was to charge one-third of the cost to the tramway account, 
one - third: to the improvement account, and one-third to the local 
authority. The Council had nothing to do with private companies, 
although he believed the local authorities made terms with them, 
and tried to get as much as possible from them for street 
widenings. 

Mr. ALEX. Моввлү, J.P., a member of the Glasgow Corporation, 
formerly, city treasurer, and at present chairman of the Committee 
on Loans Fund, said the Corporation were the owners of gas, 
water, electricity, tramway, telephone, markets and park under- 
takings. The acquisition of these departments had been gradual, 
and they had been municipalised not with the view of making 
profit, but rather to provide what was necessary for the proper and 
efficient equipment of the city in view of modern requirements. 
Strictly speaking, the Corporation of Glasgow were not municipal 
traders. Each of their undertakings had been run purely for the 
benefit of the city, and the profits earned had gone to 
increase the efficiency of the particular service, and to reduce the 
debt upon the particular undertaking. It was on this principle 
that the Corporation took up the question of telephone supply. 80 
long as the telephone service was carried on without requiring the use 
of the streets, the Corporation took no action in the matter. It was 
only after the telephone company and telephone experts generally 
stated that there could be no efficient telephone service without 
placing telephone wires under the streete, that the Corporation 
resolved, in accordance with their policy in all other matters, that 
if the streets had to be opened, they would object to any private 
company having the right to open them, and would seek the 
necessary powers themselves, The Corporation extended their gas 
and electricity mainsor their tramways as they were required with- 
out the same consideration that a company working for gain would 
be compelled to give as to whether these would yield an immediate 
profit. He saw it sometimes contended that, while it may be 
proper for the Corporation to obtain the Parliamentary powers to 
construct tramways and electricity works, they ougbt to lease to a 
company the operating of the undertaking. They tried that system 
in Glasgow in the case of the tramways, and found it to be very 
unsatisfactory to the public. Во far as possible, the Corporation 
had managed all the departments on strictly commercial linea. The 
books and accounts were kept with the same exactness as those of 
the very best private concerns or limited companies. The Corpora- 
tion had always acted on the principle that each department should 
pay its own way, and that no one department should subsidise 
another. No charge had ever been made on the rates for any of 
these undertakings, nor was there any reason to believe that they 
would not be self-sustaining in the future. In Glasgow they not 
only provided for a repayment of the debt on all the undertakings 
of the Corporation by means of a sinking fund, but they provided 
for the maintenance of the subject out of revenue, and in the tram- 
ways department sinking fund and depreciation were provided on & 
very liberal scale. Glasgow was in the happy position that it could 
look forward to a time when the tramways and other undertakings 
would be absolutely free of debt, while they would probably be as 
valuable as they were to-day, if not more so. The contingency of 
plant, &c. becoming obsolete had algo, of course, to be kept in view, 
and they did not wish to contemplate the time when there would be 
no new borrowings, that would imply a check to the prosperity of 
the city. . 

Mr. JAMES DALBYMPLE, accountant to the Glasgow Corporation 
Tramways Department, said that the department was entirely self- 
contained, having its own accounting staff, its own power station for 
the production of electric energy, its own staff for the construction 
and maintenance of permanent way, also a staff for repairing cars, A0. 
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in addition to the large traffic staff. The total staff numbered 3,400. 
The tramway lines in Glasgow were originally constructed by the 
Corporation and leased to a company for 23 years from July 1st, 
1871. The Corporation commenced to operate the tramways as a 
municipal department on July 1st, 1894, with horse traction, and 
the system was converted to electric traction during the summer of 
1901. The net amount of borrowing powers on May 31st, 1903, was 
£2,043,197, and the amount of unexhausted borrowing powers on the 
same date was £153,885. Additional borrowing powers to the ex- 
tent of £200,000, had been asked under the Glasgow Corporation 
Provisional Order of this session. The tramways undertaking was 
a part of the Common Good Estate of the city, and all loans for 
tramway purposes were borrowed by the City Chamberlain, who was 
the treasurer to the Common Good Fund. The loans were borrowed 
on the security of the Commun Good, including the tramways. The 
net amount borrowed for tramways after the application of the 
sinking fund as at May 31st, 1903, was £1,839,311. The sinking 
fund had been handed over by cheque annually to the treasurer to 


the Common Good, who had applied the amount in the reduction 


of the tramway debt. The total amount so handed over since 
July 1st, 1894, had amounted to £155,332. This sum had been 
calculated, according to the provisions of the Act of 1893, 
at 2 per cent. on the groes amount borrowed, and was accumu- 
lating at 3 per cent. compound interest. This sinking fund 
wonld redeem the debt in 31 years from the date of borrowing. The 
total expenditure on capital account since 1871, when the Corpora- 
tion first began to construct tramways in Glasgow, had been 
£2,754,855, and this amount had been reduced to £2,129,512 by the 
following sums:—Depreciation of permanent way, £201,470; old 
horse system written off, £180,596 ; depreciation on present electric 
traction system, £243,277; total, £625,343. For the year ending 
May 31st, 1903, the total revenue of the department was £656,572 
7s. 114. The number of passengers carried was 177,179,549, and 
the average fare per passenger, 88d. The average total revenue 
per car-mile was 11°25d. The working experditure of the same 
year amounted to £341,870 2e. 11d., and the working expenses per 
car-mile were 7:40d. The renewal fund now stood at £136,789, and 
& further sum of £74,038 was charged to revenue to meet the year's 
depreciation on plant and equipment. There was a credit balance 
of £224/702, out of which provision to the extent of £124,425 was 
made for sinking fund, interest, £c., and there then remained a 
net surplus of £100,276, whicb, with the exception of £10,000 (which 
went to the Common Good) was set aside for special depreciation of 
feeder cables, poles and rosettes, overhead wires, buildings, &c. 
The tramways department, out of the tramway revenue, kept up 
the centre of all streets on which the tramways were laid, to a 
width of 17 ft., and there was no doubt that this was a great saving 
to the rates. There was no foundation for the statement made by 
Mr. Kay, that street improvements bad been carried out for the 
benefit of the tramways, and that the cost had been made a charge 
upon the rates. The valuation of the tramways was made annually 
by the Assessor of Railways and Canals, who was a Government 
official, and last year the total rates paid were £16,666 This year 
the department would be the second largest ratepayer in the 
city. The principle adopted by the Corporation with regard 
to depreciation, was to provide out of revenue annually a sum 
sufficient to reinstate the subject at the end of its estimated life. 
Tbis sum was always charged against revenue as & working expense. 
The amount so charged formed a deduction from the capital cost 
and was applied in the reduction of debt. The annual sinking fund 
formed a charge against net revenue, and was in addition to the 
annual amount charged to meet depreciation. The result would be 
that at the end of the period for the repayment of the debt, the 
Corporation would have a tramway system in perfect condition, and 
free of debt. No contributions had ever been made out of the 
profits of the tramway undertaking in aid of the rate-imposin : 
departments of the Corporation. All tbe profits had been annually 
carried to a reserve fund, and the amount at the credit of tbis fund 


had been applied y in renewing the track for electric traction, 
and partly in writing off the cost of the old horse traction plant and 
equipment. 


Mr. W. Barson, borough treasurer of Blackpool, said that borough 


owned the gae, electric light and tramwaye, and he handed into the 
Committee the volume of accounts published of the Corporation's 
finances. He favoured the appointment of professional anditors for 
aoditing the accounts, and saw no objection to the appointment 
heing subject to the approval of the Local Government Board. 

Replying to Mr. Рглтт HiGGrss, Wirness said that with regard 
to the electric lighting and tramway accounts, there was no pro- 
vision made for depreciation apart from sinking fund, and he con- 
sidered that assuming the period given by the sanctioning 
authority for loans was based upon the estimated life of the works 
for which they were sanctioned, the sinking fund was quite 
sufficient to supply all necessary depreciation. He differed 
entirely from the Glasgow witnesses as to the need for depreciation 
apart from the sinking fund, but it was desirable that the matter 
should be thrashed out. | 


RovaAL COMMISSION ON LONDON TRAFFIC. 


Sun D. Barbour presided over a further sitting of the Royal Com- 
mission on London Locomotion held at the Westminster Palace 
Hotel on 3rd inst, when further evidence was given by Mr. E. 
Harpur, the statistical officer of the London County Council. 
WrTNMESS gave statistics dealing with the number of people 
entering the central area during the earlier hours of the morning, 
and referred to the great congestion from omnibus and cab traffic 
in certain districts. He submitted that the only remedy for this 
was the prolongation of the trunk railways underground into the 
central area. Dealing with cheap fares, witness expressed the 


opinion that cheap fares was the most effective way to get people 
to live out of the central district. In 1900 Acton was opened u 
by the electric tramways in connection with the tube railway, an 
the rateable value of Acton increased 14 per cent. in three years. 
The opening of one particular district by & tube railway was not an 
unmixed good, because it would quickly be found that the number 
of passengers required to be carried within a particular time would 
exceed the carrying capacity of the trains, and in the district 
served rente would increase and it would result in overcrowding. 
If, for instance, a tube railway was opened in the eastern area it 
would merely aggravate the excess of population there, and there- 
fore there should be facilities offered all round London, so that 
equal attractions would be given in all directions, and the conges- 
tion in the central area relieved. The Council had secured special 
3 in nearly all the tube Bills with regard to workmen’s 
ares, bat it was now contended that they had no locus standi to 
appear before Parliament on this point, and last year in one case 
they were precluded;from so appearing by the decision of the Court 
of Referees. He was in favour of a tribunal to deal with the 
difficulties which arose, but he did not think the L.C.C. would care 
for such a tribunal having any power over the tramways. 

Mr. J. W. Benn, chairman of the Highways Committee of 
the London County Council, was called. He said that the 
Council since it was constituted in 1889, had almost uni- 
formly adopted the policy of refusing consent to the tramway 
proposals of companies on the ground that as the tramway 
authority under the Tramways Act, it should itself construct and 
own all new tramways in the county in order to secure continuity 
ia the tramway system of London, and to ensure the work being 
carried out in a satisfactory manner as regarded the extent of 
widenings, &c. There had been certain exceptional cases, how- 
ever, in which the Council bad consented to the construction of 
lines in extension of and supplementing existing systems. In these 
cases it had required that the date of purchase should coincide 
with tbat obtaining with to the tramways, of which the 
new lines һай formed a part. Witness proceeded to give 
particulars of the new tramways in London in respect of which 
powers had been obtained by promoters under the Council, and also 
stated the various conditions which were attached by the Council to 
its consent. ‘There were two important defects in connection with 
the unsystematic manner in which tramways had been authorised in 
London. Firstly, certain of the undertakings authorised as distinct 
systems could only be worked satisfactorily as one undertaking, and 
the result bad been the amalgamation of various lines working 
under different Acts containing a diversity of clauses governing 
their control and management. Secondly, owing to the lack of 
uniformity in the obtaining of legislation, different periods of pur- 
chase bad been fixed for the same system. Witness went on to 
detail the history of the negotiations leading to the purchase of the 
London Street Tramway Co.s undertaking by the Council, which 
litigation governed the subsequent purchase of tramways by the 
Council. Under this arbitration the compauy only got 10 per cent. 
of what they asked for, Sir F. Bramwell acting as arbitrator. Pro- 
ceeding to describe the existing tramway systems in London, witness 
put in atable showing the tramways constructed in London, with 
the names of the companies owning them, the mileage inside and 
outside the county, the districts served by each line, and figures and 
particulars concerning the relations existing between the Council 
and each of the companies. The London tramways had been 
devised and worked as separate unite, with no regard to 
inter-communication, and certain districts had been left prac- 
tically unserved. There was an urgent need of a physical 
connection between the lines on the north and on the bouth 
of the river. He went on to allude to the steps taken by the 
Council to extend the tramway system, and the authority 
obtained for working 35 miles of new tramways electrically. 
London had got one mile of tramway for every 30,000 of the popu- 
lation, and to get into line with the progress made in the provinces, 
London ought to have 1,000 miles of tramways instead of 115 miles. 
Of the 115 miles already constructed, 88 miles were in the hands of 
the Council, 40 miles of which they worked themselvea, and 48 


. miles of which were leased to the North Metropolitan Tramways 


Co 
The witness was still under examination when the Committee 
adjourned. | 


WALTON-ON-THAMES ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


Ax important point was raised before Sir R. Gunter's Select 
Committee of the House of Commons which considered the Walton- 
on-Thames Electric Lighting Provisional Order, contained in Con- 
firmation Order No. 5, on Tuesday and Wednesday last week. 
Opposition was raised by the local gas company, who sought to have 
a provision inserted making the local authority adjust their charges 
for electric lighting, so that no charge fell upon the rates from the 
commencement. Such a clause has been inserted in other Bills by 
agreement. Mr. T. F. Squarey represented the promoters, the 
Urban District Council of Walton-on-Thames, and Mr. W. M. 
Paddon appeared for the opponents, the Walton and Weybridge 
Gas Co. 

Mr. Вослвет, in opening the case, said the district proposed to 
be supplied was large in itself, and was a rapidly increasing one. 
The present vost of street lighting was £750 year, so that the 
Urban District Council would be considerable customers themselves. 
There would be no necessity for them to purchase land for a 
generating station, or to erect a new generating station to supply 
power at present, because the Council had in their possession a 
sewage-pumping station. They had at present two 40-H.P. engines 
with boilers which were working only six hours a day, and those 
engines would give any quantity of electricity which could be 
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reasonably expected to be wanted for some time to come. An 
estimate had been made of what would be the actual initial oost for 
the dynamos, &с., and putting them into the sewage-pumping 
station, which would become the generating station, and the figure, 
including the distributing mains, would be between £4,000 and 
£5,000. Prof. Capper had estimated that the maximum would be 
about 80 Kw., and the cost of the plant required to take that load, 
which would be required at a later period when the demand 
became , together with the buildings, would be about £12,000. 
He also estimated that there would be a profit of £950 a year, and 
that within three years the concern would not only be self- 
supporting, but profitable. 

rof. CAPPER was called and bore out the statement of counsel, 
and said it was his firm opinion that gas and electricity could run 
together without doing harm to each other. 

Мг. К. H. Wass, clerk to the Urban District Council, gave 
evidence as to the natare of the district to be supplied. He saw no 
difficulty whatever in the Council being able to raise the money, 
because they had & margin of borrowing powers of £91,000. In 
1898 the Council refused ite consent to two private companies 
coming in on the ground that they wanted to do the thing them- 
selves. 

The CHAaIRMAN: Will you tell us in a straight forward way now; 
supposing you get this Bill when do you intend to begin the work ?— 
To the best of my belief the intention of the Council is not to hang 
the matter up, but to proceed with it. I cannot say I am here with 
an actual resolution that the Council will proceed at once, but I 
honestly believe they will. 

Mr. Pappon asked the Committee to insert the following 
clause :—“ The undertakers shall once in every year after the first 
year’s working of the undertaking, cause to be laid before them a 
statement and balance-sheet of the accounts of the undertaking 
drawn up in accordance with the form of accounts prescribed by the 
Board of Trade for a local authority under the Electric Lighting 
Acts of 1882 and 1888; and the undertakers shall thereupon fix 
annually the charges to be made for the supply of energy in the 
then ensuing year, at such rates (not exceeding the maximum rates 
specified in this order) so that as far as it is reasonably practicable 
the revenue for the year shall not be less than the expenditure for 
that year.” He said that the clause was a protective one in the 
iaterests of the gas company, whose objections to the order were 
hriefly these :— Тһе District Council was going to trade in electric 
light just as his cliente traded in gas, but with this differenoe, that 
the company traded with its own money and paid its own losses, 
while the Council were going to trade in part with his clients’ 
money against them, and without that clause the company would 
have the su ded disadvantage of having to pay part of the loss 
as well. Ifthe district was arich one, as the promoters said it was, 
then a profit would be made, and they could come to no harm, but 
if а was а poor district, then the Council had по right to start the 
un 

The Committee, before giving their decision, heard the case of 
the Warmley order, and the argumentsof Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., 
and afterwards announced that they found the preamble proved, 
and would insert the ested clause subject to it reading “ after 
the third year’s working,” instead of the first year’s working. 


ROMFORD AND DisTBIOT Tramways. 


Тнв Select Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by 
Lord Ribble:dale,on Monday considered the Bill promoted by the 
Empira Electric Light and Power Co. to construct tramways in 
Romford and adjacent districts in Essex. The promoters were 
ел Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., Mr. Wedderburn, K.C., 
and Mr. Hutchinson ; Mr. Vesey Knox appearing for the Romford 
M District Council, who opposed some of the clauses of the 
i 

Under the Bill it ре to construct about three miles of 
tramways to be worked by electricity. The line will run through 
Romford and link up with the authorised and existing tramways at 
IMord. In tbe purchase clause the term of 42 years is substituted 
for the usual period. The House of Commons Committee has already 
passed the Bill, subject to the promoting company undertaking 
certain street widenings at an estimated expenditure of £21,000. 
The only point at issue before Lord Ribblesdale’s Committee was 
as to whether the company in making the widenings, should be com- 
pelled to give a pavement 8 ft. wide. 

Mr. Vesey Knox, on behalf of the Romford Urban District 
Council, urged this point, but after hearing evidence on both sides, 
the Committee decided against the District Council and passed the 
preamble of the Bill. 

The clauses were then adjusted, and the Bill was ordered to be 
reported for third reading. 


South Lancashire Tramways Bill.—A Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, presided over by Mr. E. Bond, on Monday 
and Tuesday last week, considered the Bill promoted by the South 
Lancashire Tramways Co. Mr. Fitzgerald, K.C., appeared for the 
promoters, and said the Bill was to authorise the company to con- 
struct tramways and for other purposes. Already the company had 
100 miles of tramway sanctioned, 30 of which were being worked, 
and it was the object of the present lines sought to be con- 
structed, to give additional convenience in working the lines already 
sanctioned. It was also asked for an extension of two years for 
the construction of the authorised lines and the acquisition of 
lands. They also wished to have running powers over the lines of 
the St. Helens Corporation, which were leased to a company. If 
this was granted it would connect the South Lancashire Tramways 


ration 
of St. Helens had leased their tramways, and the lease had 18 
years to run, but the Corporation refused to allow the lessors to 
enter into any arrangements with the company without their con- 
sent. The only opponents now were the St. Helens Corporation, 
who contended that the company should not exercise running 
powers over their lines except on terms to be settled by the 
Corporation. The company claimed that the terms should be 
settled by the Board of Trade. After evidence had been heard, it 
was announced that an arrangement had been come to by which the 
company were to have such running powers over the lines of the 
Corporation as are necessary to conduct a through communication 
of passengers, passengers’ luggage and small parcels, and the com- 
pany are not to énter into agreement with the company working 
the St. Helens tramways, except so far as is necessary to give 
effect to the running powers; any dispute on the matter to be referred 
to the Board of Trade. The preamble was then declared proved. 

Chatham and District Light Railways.—The Standing Orders 
Committee of the House of Commons have decided that the 
Standing Orders in the case of the above Bill may be dispensed 
with, and that the parties be permitted to proceed with the Bill. 

New Group.—A Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Ashton 
(chairman), Major Seeley, Mr. Barran, and Mr. Leveson-Gower has 
been appointed to consider the following Bills :—Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Tramways, Rochester Corporation Tramways, Chat- 
Чи; and District Light Railways, and the Hastings Harbour District 

ilway. 

North-Western Electricity and Power Gas.—The Examiner has 
reported that the Standing Orders not previously inquired into, and 
which are applicable to this Bill, have not been complied with, and 
his report will be referred to the Standing Orders Committee. 

North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co—The Standing 
Orders Committee of the House of Lords reports that the Standing 
Orders not complied with in respect to the petition for this Bill 
ought to be dispensed with, and leave given for the Bill to be intro- 
duced 


and the Preston and Liverpool Light Railway. The Corpo 


Mid-Yorkshire Tramways.—The Standing Orders not previously 
complied with in respect of this Bill have now been complied with, 
and the Bill will proceed. | 

Exeter Corporation.—On Friday the Exeter Corporation ВШ 
came before the Committee presided over by the Deputy-Chairman 
of the House of Commons. The Bill authorises the construction of 
nearly seven miles of tramways. Formal proof of the preamble was 
given, and the Bill was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

London, Brighton and South Coast Railway Bill.—Under this Bill 
power is given to the company to take lands in Deptford for a 
generating station, and Sec. 13 gives power to work the railway 
electrically. The Bill came before the Deputy-Chairman's Com- 
mittee on Friday as an unopposed measure, and was ordered to be. 
reported for third reading. 

Blackheath and Greenwich Electric Light.—On Thursday last week 
this Bill, which is unopposed, came before Lord Morley's Committee 
of the House of Lords, and the preamble was formally found 
proved. The Bill confirms an agreement for the transfer to the 
Blackheath and Greenwich Co. of the undertaking of the Lewisham 
and District Electric Supply undertaking. 

West Cumberland Tramways.—This Bill extends the period for 
the commencement of the construction of tramways authorised by 
the West Cumberland Electric Tramways Act, 1901, for extending 
the area within which the company may supply electricity. It was 
on Thursday last week before Lord Morley's Committee of the 
House of Lords, and the preamble was proved and the Bill ordered 
to proceed. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply.—By this Bill the electricity 
undertaking of the Walker and Wallsend Union Gas Co. is trans- 
ferred to the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Co., Ltd., aad 
authority is given to the companv to supply electricity in bulk to 
the North-Eastern Railway Co. Formal proof of the preamble was 
given on Thursday last week before Lord Morley's Committee of 
the House of Lords, and the Bill was ordered to go to third 
reading. 

Birmingham Corporation Tramways.—The General Powers Bill 
promoted by the Birmingham Corporation came before a Committee 
of the House of Commons on Friday and Monday last, presided over 
by Me. Heywood Johnstone. Under the Bill the Corporation 
sought power to work the various tramways in Birmingham by elec- 
tricity as the leases fell in—in fact, to practically remodel the whole 
tramway system of the city. There was no opposition to this 
section of the Bill, which will therefore go forward as unopposed. 

Carmarthenshire Electric Power Pill.—This Bill was before the 
Deputy Chairman’s Committee of the House of Commons on Tues- 
day, and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Fife Electric Power Bill.—On Tuesday the Fife Electric Power 
Bill came before the Deputy Chairman’s Committee of the House 
of Commons and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Metropolitan District Railway Bill.—On Thursday and Friday 
last week a Select Committee of the House of Lords, under the 
chairmanship of Lord Ribblesdale, considered the Metropolitan 
District Railway (Various Powers) Bill. The preamble of the Bill 
was found proved. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—4A year's return on the traffic of 
the Corporation tramways has just been issued, and from this it 
appears that the number of passengers carried was 35,427,070; the 
miles run 3,615,376, and the total receipts were £159,167. The 
largest number of paesengers carried in one week was the Gosforth 
Race week in June, when the total was 882,471. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


British Industries and Foreign Competition. 


[We have received from a usually well-informed correspon- 
dent the following réport of a speech said to have been delivered 
at a recent mecting, but as no information is furnished as to 
names, date, and place, we publish it under all reserve.— 
Ens. ELEC. REv. | 


Ladies and Gentlemen,—You are here at the invitation 
of myself and my firm to celebrate the extension of our 
factory, the exhibition of our new fire engine, and to par- 
take of the light refreshments placed before you, but I prefer 
to consider that the large attendance is entirely due to a 
desire on your part to encourage British industries ; that is 


to say, industries in which J, and my firm, are interested. 


Ten years ago we started this new industry; a similar 
indastry had been carried on by other people some 14 years 
before, but that is of no importance. It was not until we 
embarked in the industry that it really started, and, there- 
fore, I call it a new industry. Besides, the previous industry 
was a protected industry, and, as you know very well, pro- 
tected industries do not thrive, so that it was not until there 
was a possibility of free trade in this particular manufacture 
that we could embark in it, and having embarked in it, as 
you all know, we have had a phenomenal growth, have had 
to make constant extensions, of which the latest is that you 
are now present to celebrate ; and, being present nominally 
for that purpose, but really to give your countenance to 
British industries, I wish to take the opportunity of your 
assembling to explain to you certain subjects, a clear con- 
ception of which is of vital importance to me and to you, 
and these subjects are mainly political economy and foreign 
competition :— | 
1. Political Economy. There are several schools of 
political economy. One school maintains that the science 
iz an abstruse one, that it requires to be studied from many 
standpointa, and that the mental attitude of the scholar is 
the best means of approach to an impartial view of its 
ramifications and a suitable adjustment of individual righte 
to the common welfare. The absurdity of any such con- 
tention as this must be apparent to you without any words 
from me. For a complete study of any such problem 
leisure must be necessary. If a man have leisure, it is 
obvious he cannot be a manufacturer, and if he is not a 
manufacturer he cannot be interested in British industries, 
and is ignorant of the forces which are luring our country 
to destruction, and rendering it if not-impossible, at least 
highly improbable, that I shall again have the opportunity 
of i'viting you to celebrate in the manner which we are 
doing to-day, a further extension of there works, or other 
works, of myself and my firm. Another school of political 
economists maintains that no one but a manufacturer, a 
payer of wages, is competent to give an opinion on the 
science of political economy, or to determine the fiscal policy 
of our country. Well, Ladies and Gentlemen, I must con- 
feas that I had some leanings to that view myself, but I have 
reflected, and as the purpose of calling you together is to 
let you have the benefit of my reflections, I will tell you 
that I cannot throw in my lot with that school. And why? 
The fact is, manufacturers are sometimes successful. Some 
succeed so far as to keep а coachman. Some go still 
further and keep a butler. Now, I am convinced of many 
things, but my strongest conviction is, that any man who 
keeps a butler is perfectly incapable of realising the veriest 
elements of political economy. You ask why I draw the 
line at the butler and exempt the manufacturer who keeps a 
coachman ? The question is a reasonable one, and I will 
answer it. If he keeps a coachman he probably keeps a 
horse, and if he keeps a horse, the market price of corn is 
a subject of interest, and he is consequently justified in 
Voting against an import duty on corn. But if he succeeds 
зо far as to be able to afford a motor-car, which does not 
eat corn, he is disqualified from exercising impartial judg- 
ment, For that reason I classify chauffeurs with butlers. 
Now, some of you are doubtless aware that Mr. Cham- 
berlain has made certain proposals regarding the fiscal policy 
of this country, and you will all clearly see that Mr. 
Chamberlain is doubly disqualified, for not only does he 


keep a butler, but in addition, he was at one time in a posi- 


tion to put the screw on as a manufacturer. Notwith- 
standing there disqualifications, we have to recognise it as a 
fact that these proposals have been made and that a decision 
will have to be arrived at. By whom should such decision 
be given? I answer unhesitatingly—by those whose experi- 
ence is such as to place them in the best position to deter- 
mine questions of political economy—the wage-earners. 
Take an example from these works, our rates of wages run 
from 88. to £3 10s. per week. Those who earn £3 10s. are 
limited partners in this sense—if the profits are large they 
get no more than £3 10s., if the profits are small they get 
less than £3 10s But 8s. is what is known as the 
irreducible minimum, and people who have to live on the 
irreducible minimum have to exercise considerable domestic 
economy. It is the necessary exercise of this domestic 
economy which renders the minimum wage-earners the most 
capable exponents of the intricate problems of political 
economy, and such capable judges of Mr. Chamberlain's 
proposals, and therefore, [ say, only minimum wage-earners 
should be allowed to vote on the proposal. 

In order that those of you who are thus qualified may 
understand the bearings of the question, I would point out 
that our factory is designed to furnish an article which is 
universally recognised to be far and away superior to any- 
thing else of its kind, but it is so placed on the shady side 
of the street that a minimum of sunshine may have a serious 
effect, on its continuance. 

Now, | can produce to, you documentary evidence that 
there is a conspiracy amongst Continental manufacturers to 
kill thia industry of myself and my firm as preliminary to 
acquiring complete control of all the industries of the 
country. They propose to do this by an arrangement of 
spots on the sun which will certainly do their countries 
more harm than it does ours, but they are content to suffer 
in order that the consummation of their dearest wish may 
be attained, viz, the destruction of the industry of myself 
and my firm. | 

I say, and I вау it emphatically, that it is the duty of the 
(iovernment to protect the Nation from such a dire calamity 
as [ have indicated. It is the duty of the Government to 
во arrange matters as to ensure me my fair share (which 1 
will determine) of the home and colonial markets for myself, 
my firm, and my work-people, and to prevent the importation 
at home or in the Colonies of other articles at lower prices. 
There is an impression that lower prices tend to the benefit 
of the purchasers and the community of which they form & 
part, but I say that this is a worn out shibboleth and over- 
looks entirely the interests of myself, my firm, my work- 
people and our country. 

In conclusion, may | be permitted to warn you against . 
the assertions of men who assert anything contrary to that 
which 1 have asserted. May I ask you to remember that 
political economy is not to be studied in the pages of Adam 
Smith or economists of more recent date. It is absurd to 
maintain: that the irreducible minimum is an important 
feature, and that those who exist thereon have a vital 
interest in legislation of an economical nature. It is equally 
ubsurd to maintain that the ability of our manufacturers to 
compete in the world's markets is at all assisted by the free 
importation of food products. Ponder these things and 
impress them upon your Trade Union, which you regard as 
an engine of power, but which I think of only as a safety 
valve. And when the time comes, vote straight for 
Protection and Dear Food. 


CCC — ной йй лбек). 


Free Trade or ——? 


* Undeluded " is fortunate in exemplifying the well-known 
fact that political questions, under which head I fear Pro- 
tection must still be included, аге “ реу ill“ for the temper. 
Scotch and literal as he is he fails entirely to catch my drift, 
and would be better pleased with Artemus Ward, who would 
insert in brackets (“ This is wrote sarkastic’’). He clearly 
thinks I was as serious as an owl in asking for a poll tax on 
foreign engineers as the best way to meet Mr. Byng's desires, 
and he now asserts that I and others don’t know what we 
want, If I wanted to become more wealthy I could do 
so in many ways. We all spend money on some form of 
luxury, and it may possibly be presented to us that given 
£10 а year to spend, say, on cricket, we might elect to 
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spend it on a tariff fight with Timbuctoo instead, with a 
view to ultimate benefit in selling moral pocket handker- 
chiefs to the untutored natives of that city; we should lose 
our cricket and exchange it for the luxary of a tariff fight. 
The truth is, we are in the position of the man who chained 
his monkey toa tree and got his winter coals free from 
passing engine drivers. An occasional broken window cost 
less than coals. But we have begun to look on the coals as 
а permanent right and to resent the occasional pane of glass, 
and we suspect that some of the coal is aimed less at the 
agile gibbon than at the windows. If we removed the 
monkey the coal would cease to flow in, and the excuse for 
window breaking would no longer stand good. .A friend 
who is strenuous on tariffs points out the old fable of excess 
of imports, and loses his temper if told that it is impossible 
that we have paid for them in gold, though he really does 
know that we are not a gold producing country, and must 
have been depleted of that metal long ago. He becomes 
painfully rude if told that the sum of the importa of all 
countries is probably returned at a larger figure than the 
sum of all exports. Whereas, the imports of one country 
being the exporte of others, the items must be identical 
bar any slight difference due to shipwreck. 

It seems doubtful if the question can be discussed 
amicably, because on both sides men take such narrow views. 
Mr. Byng wants to protect his goods by compelling me to 
pay more for them. Не has not yet written to ask me to 
take the place of some of his foreigners whom I, and those 
like me, think should be taxed, if there is going to be 
taxing. 

* Undeluded " forthwith says rude things of us, on what- 
ever plank we stand. Не alone stands superior and knows 
his own mind. So do we all, but some of us may not be 
averse from a brush with the enemy, even if we drop a little 
blood, or forego other luxuries in the scuffle. After all, it 
may be unwise to fight, and we are told it is unchristian, 
but there is a certain satisfaction in **landing your opponent 
on the jaw with your left," as the sporting papers put it, 
even if he * counters on your bread-basket.” It seems to be 
our precious stomachs that lie at the base of the whole 
business, either in the immediate present with the Free 
Trade party, or in the fature with the other side. But can 
we b: sure that a tax on food would benefit anyone except 
the owner of the land, who taxes his tenants all they will 
bear, and once charged treble the rent which to-day is said 
to be an overweight as against the free fields of Manitoba, 
and he would charge it again as soon as he had the oppor- 
tunity. Could he be blamed for doing во? | 


Free Trader ог ——? 


The Dissolution of Matter by Matter. 


Solids dissolve solids. 
Liquids dissolve solids and liquids. 
- (rages dissolve solids, liquids, and gases. 
(The) ther dissolves solids, liquids, gases (and thers) [2] 
Where does it end ? 


Unprejadiced. 
July 1sf, 1908. 


— — 


Fuse Wire. 


The enclosed figures may be interesting as showing varia- 
tions that, occur in material supplied by well-known supply 
houses, and illustrate how approximate ordinary fuse wire 
may be in reference to supposed standards. This material 
was obtained in small quantities in an ordinary way. 


N. C. Woodfin. 
Bristol, July 3rd, 1903. 


Tın Fuse WIRE. 


Order per catalogue. A mperes - 1,642 a 


S.W.G. Fusing current. Diam. Actual diam. Fusing current. 
31 2:3 '0124 '0134 2:9 
22 77 028 035 10:8 
18 17:3 '048 '048 2 178 
12 55:1 10t 103 —:107 54:3—57:9 
8 118 160 "147 — 153 93. -98 


Diameters taken three times оп В. & S. micrometer No. 19. 


Street Improvements and Municipal Tramway Accounts. 


The evidence before the ** Joint Committee on Municipal 
Trading“ is interesting, especially where mention is made 
of the cost of street improvements being omitted from 
municipal tramway accounts. The costs of road widenings, &c., 
are very specially heavy in old cities and towns. At Leeda, 
for example, I know of two streets—Becket Street and 
Beeston Road —which are about to be widened, solely on 
account of the tramways, yet according to the town clerk 
(Mr. Jeeves), whose evidence by the way reads very con- 
tradictory, the cost or part cost of street widenings cannot 
be included in the tramway accounts except by special power. 
It would be interesting to know what special power is here 
referred to, as on the face of it, it reads as if some authority 
is at work insisting on municipal tramway accounts being 
drawn up in an incorrect and misleading manner. Mr. 
Jeeves agrees that certain street improvements should be 


- charged to the tramways, but says this cannot be done save 


by special power. I have reason to know that some members 
of the Leeds Improvements Committee are not satisfied with 
the accounts, and the sooner this evil influence, which consists 
of misleading tramway accounts, is rectified, the better. 

I can assure Mr. Jeeves that if a company had been 
working the Leeds tramways, the boot would have been on 
the other leg." I know of a tramway company at the 
present moment which cannot begin to even lay the track 
until it has bought a considerable amount of property along 
one side of the road, and has further had to agree to pave 
a county road to keep the Local Council from opp sing its 
Bill. (In so many words, it was Pave and widen this road or 
we shall oppose, and bring in evidence the Leeds accounts 
to show how profitably a municipality can work tramways.” ) 
A company’s accounts have to carry all these expenses; во 
why should a municipal tramway undertaking be exempt ? 
But to be told by a town clerk that it requires special 
powers to enable a municipality to draw up proper accounts 
is very strange. 

E. Kilburn Scott. 


The Failure of Wireless Telegraphy in Somaliland. 


In your issue for June 26th, under the heading Tele- 
graph and Telephone Notes," the following appears :— 

The Daily Graphic of 18th inst. published a letter addressed to 
them by Mr. Cuthbert Hall, managing director of the Marconi Co., 
who takes exception to their statement as to the failure of wireless 
telegraph apparatus in Somaliland Mr. Hall states:—"'' It is as 
absurd to take wireless apparatus off a ship and expcct it to work 
well overland as it would be to expect submarine telegraph instru- 
ments taken from a land station to work satisfactorily on a ship.” 
We are to understand by this that the mirror speaking and Morse 
instrumente used on cable ships cannot be used to work cables from 
stations! Mr. Cuthbert Hall knows better than this. 


Your comment, We are to understand by this that the 
mirror speaking and Moree instruments used on cable ships 
cannot be used to work cables from stations,” is inad- 
missible. It ig never necessary to pursue an analogy beyond 
а certain point, but, as it happens, my application of the 
analogy used was literally accurate. I inferred that the 
telegraph instruments commonly employed in a land station 
cannot be expected to work on a ship, not that telegraph 
mstruments laken from a ship cannot be expected to work on 
land; and I am surprised that you should have gone out of 
your way to attempt to demonstrate, by inverting what I 
said, a verbal inaccuracy which did not exist, and would have 
been almost immaterial if it had existed. 

It seems hardly necessary to point out that there are sub- 
marine telegraph instrnments commonly used at land stations 
which are not suitable for use on a ship. 

The syphon recorder is very largely used at Jand stations, 
but is not suitable for use on a ship, and the mirror gal- 
vanometer ordinarily employed in а land station for testing 
is unbalanced, and will not, therefore, work on board ship. 

If it is necessary to discuss further what is at the best 
a verbal quibble in your Note, I may point out that I am 
quite aware that the balanced galvanometer used on a ship 
will, though not commonly employed for such a purpose, 
work in a land station. I did not infer, however, that ship 
instruments would not work on land, but that Jand instru- 
ments would not work on board ship. My sole point was 
to show by a simple analogy that wireless telegraph appa- 
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ratus, which we have supplied for a certain purpose, is not 
necessarily suitable for an altogether different purpose. 

It is, however, of less moment, perhaps, to show that the 
analogy was a good one, than to point out the true facts 
with regard to the remarkable statements which have been 
made in connection with the alleged failure of the Marconi 
system in Somaliland. 

Lord Selborne stated some time since that the Marconi 
system had been tried in Somaliland and had proved a 
failure. We wrote in the Times of April 25th :— 


No apparatus has been supplied by our company for use in 
Somaliland. It is possible that Marconi apparatus has been tried 
there, bat not apparatus recommended by the company as suitable 
for working overland under conditions likely to obtain in such a 
cou 


гу. 

Apparatus suitable for working on ships at sea is not necessarily 
suitable for overland work, nor is apparatus suitable for working 
overland in a certain country necessarily suitable for working over 
similar distances in othér countries. The conditions under which 
the apparatus is required to work have to be studied specially in 
each case. If apparatus supplied, fur example, to the Navy, is used 
inJand, success is not merely not guaranteed, but improbable. 

We are prepared to supply apparatus suitable for working under 
almoet any en conditions, but it is as absurd to take wireless 
apparatus off a ship and expect it to work well overland as it would 
be to expect submarine telegraph instrumenta taken from a land 
station to work satisfactorily on a ship. 


The denial was couched in these terms, because we 
thought it possible that apparatus which we had sold to the 
Admiralty for use on ships bad been taken up country in 
Somaliland. Ав a matter of fact, however, it is doubtful 
whether the apparatus used in Somaliland was even appa- 
ratus which we had supplied for another purpose. 

On an occasion subsequent to that of Lord Selborne’s 
statement, Mr. Brodrick stated in the House of Commons 
that our company had been applied to for the best installa- 
tion we could give them for use in Somaliland, and that we 
were not yet in a position to supply them with the require- 
ments of the field service. This statement, which it will be 
seen conflicts with Lord Selb ne's statement, we absolutely 
and unequivocally denied. .We neither supplied apparatus 
for use in Somaliland, nor were we asked to supply it. 


Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., 
Н. Сотнвевт HALL, Managing Director. 


London, July 2nd, 1903. 


| Wiring Specifications. 


Your correspondent, “ Wiring Contractor,” who com- 
plains of a “ Consulting Engineer" requiring tenderers to 
his “ specification to allow for all profit which they expect 
on the fittings, a net sum for which is provided in the 
specificabion, is mistaken, 1 thiuk, if he supposes that he is 
required to show. the actual profit looked for upon this 
portion of the work. I know those specifications, and the 
plan of setting down a net sum for the fittings is adopted 
to deprive the wiring contractor of his trade discount, and 
to enable the client to bay fittings at trade prices. The 
reason the tenderer is asked to include in his main figure 
the profit һе expects upon the fittings is so that he cannot 
afterwards lay any claim to the trade discount. 

1 contend that tbis system is grossly unfair to wiring 


contractors, and ia, if possible, still more unfair to fittings . 


manufacturers. It is unfair to the former because an 
ordinary retail client is not entitled to buy at trade prices, 
just because he emp:oys a consulting engineer. And, again, 
it 18 unfair to any reasonable tenderer, since there are sure 
to be others tendering who will allow nothing whatever for 
profit on fittings, intending to screw it out of the fittings 
maker, or sacrifice it altogether. 

The position in which the fittings manufacturer is placed 
is still more difficult. The consulting engineer approaches 
him and asks for a tender at net prices for the fittings, in- 
forming him that the wiring contractor’s profit is provided 
for in the spezification. The manufacturer then has two 
courses open to him. He may either tender at list prices, 
reserving the discount, iu which case he will lose the order, 
as some other maker is certain to teuder st the lowest net 
rates, or he may himself decide to tender at the net trade 
price. Suppose he takes the second course und is successful 
in securing the order. After the goods are delivered the 
wiring contractor comes along and unburdens himself in 


this wise :—* Oh, yes, of course I know I was supposed to 
include my profit in the wiring tender, and undertook to do 
во; but, of course, that was only a blind. J shall егрегї 
the usual trade discount from you, and if I don't get it I 
shall close my account,” 

This is only one of the little difficulties with which the 
manufacturers’ path is fraught. But the National Elec- 
trical Manufacturers’ Association is seeing to it, as consulting 
engineers of the class referred to will later on ascertain, when 
they find respectable firms declining to quote to specifica- 
tions of the kind described by ** Wiring Contractor.” 


Morton B. Cotterell, 
Manayer, VERITYS, Lirp., Manchester. 


THE CONDUIT v. THE TROLLEY SYSTEM. 


Discussion AT THE L.C.C.—A ЮОвлргоск ix NoBTH LONDON. 


AN important debate occupying nearly three hours took place at a 

meeting of the London County Council on Tuesday, when con- 
sideration was given to a joint report by the chief engineer and the 
tram ways manager dealing with the relative cost of the conduit and 
overhead systems of electric traction. The report showed that the 
coat of construction, equipment and generating plant, &c., for the 
conduit method amounted to £26,301, as compared with £19, 756 on 
the trolley system, being a difference in favour of the latter of 
£6,546, or 33:13 per cent. per mile of single line. This report was 
considered in conjunction with the report of the Highways Com- 
mittee in reference to the proposed electric tramways in the north 
of London, of which.a list was given in the last issue of this 
journal. 

Mr. 8. Low, in referring to the contemplated extensions on the 
conduit system, remarked that the Council would have to consider 
whether that method was the best suited for London. Ia his opinion 
there were several disadvantages against its adoption. There was, 
for instance, an enormous disturbance of the streets, and there were 
certain parta where the conduit could not be constructed, or, at all 
events, not without great expense and difficulty, which would 
render it out of the question. He referred to cases where the 
roads crossed the railways, or bridges passed over canals, as the 
introduction of the condait method would mean the rebailding of 
the bridges, but.in some cases they could not be reconstructed. The 
Council had overstrained its estimate in regard to the cost of the 
system. There was the difficulty of floodicg, and no experience had 
yet been had of a snows:orm, when it would be next to impossible to 
work the tramways. In addition to those defects there was the great 
difficuliy of cleaning the conduit, the sudden extiaction of the 
lamps at crossings, and, finally, the important question of cost. 
According to the engineer’s statement, the additional expenditure 
could be put down at £7,000 per mile of single track, although the 
speaker thought the engineer had placed the figures very favourably 
for the conduit system. With 100 miles of line, which was about 
the present length of the London tramways, the extra expense on 
the conduit method would be £1,300,0U0 for that mileage of double 
track on the basis of the engineer's figures. But if they had 1,000 
miles of tramways, which Mr. Benn seemed to think was necessary, 
it would mean a difference to the ratepayers of £7,000,000 at the 
lowest estimate. Besides, about 15 years to 20 years would elapse 
before the conduit system could be extended throughout London, 
but what guarantee was there that that method would not be 
obsolete before the expiration of that period? Ic might be super- 
seded by automobile cars or the trolley omnibus, and he would not 
be surprised if in five years’ time a tramcar carried its own power 
by means of a:cumulators Under all the circumstances of the 
case it was necessary for the Council to be very cautious in what it 
uadertook. 

Mr. B. 8. Straus said that the borough councils would not allow 
of the introduction of the overhead trolley system. In the parti- 
cular case of Stepney, which district he represented, the borough 
couacillors asked why they should have overh.ad wires and other 
parts of London have the conduit. They were further of opinion 
that Stepney should not be made more ugly than it is at present. 
Even a higher authority would come forward, and say that magnetic 
disturbances should not bo set up at Greenwich. Tne only way to 
transfojm' the tramways was to, adopt the conduit system and ask 
tha ratepayers (5 Sear the pxyerse, which would not be regretted 
after War 3. 

Ыт... A. Baker, remarked (hat one could understand, from Mr. 
lows ‘observations, that he ves; hiassed in favour of one system. 
Xe the trolley insthod wes. being replaced iu maay cities by the 
more sightly, safer, and, in vhe loug run, more economical conduit 
system, and he thought the latter was also about to be installed at 


Chicago. As far as disturbances of tha street were concerned, they 


oaly happened once and for all. It was well known that, when once 
laid down, there was no disturbance of the cu duits themselves for 
30 or 40 yearn, whereas the overhead work on the trolley system had 
to be replaced every three or four years. It bad practically been 
impossibie to instal the overhead system in South London, as the 
authorities were against it within three miles of Greenwich, and 
that also applied to the East-end of London. The question of 
flooding had been raised, but although the greatest storm for many 
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years had recently ocourred, the Council's lines were not stopped for 
a single hour, whereas other systems and the underground railways 
were blocked and flooded. The speaker next referred to the danger 
of overhead wires, and quoted & newspaper statement relating to 
cases of electrolytic action at Leeds. If the overhead method was 
installed in London, the Council might in time have to replace the 
gas and water maine, to say nothing of the danger through escaping 
gas. Discussing the question of cost, Mr. Baker said that the 
difference between the outlay on the trolley system and the conduit 
would not exceed £4,000 to £4,500 per mile for the whole of London, 
but the economy in working and safety would faroutweigh and 
counterbalance any first cost that might be incurred. In conclusion, 
the speaker declared that the conduit system was profitable, and 
that 15d. per mile was being earned as compared with the estimate 
of 18. per mile made by the Council's officers. 

Mr. D. 8. Waterlow submitted that although the conduit was the 
most expensive it was the best system, and he proceeded to show 
the difficulties which existed for overhead wires in the north of 
Londen, owing to tbe railway bridges of the various companies 
whose termini are situated in that part of the metropolis, Another 
serious matter was the lease of the tramways to the North Metro- 
politan Co. The company said that if the Council adopted the 
overhead trolley, the work could be put in hand at once, and no 
difficulties would be placed in the way, and it was intimated that 
the veto of the local authorities could be overcome. If, however, 
the council adopted the conduit system, difficulties would arise 
with the company. There was also the question of disturbance of 
traffic which might involve the Council in very heavy compensation, 
and he considered that the compromise proposed by the Highways 
Committee would repres mt the wisest course to adopt. 

Mr. A. M. Torrance, as representing Islington, opposed the intrc- 
duction of the trolley system, and appealed to the chairman of the 
Committee not to press the propos als forward on that occasion. 

Mr. R. N. Beachoroft, who considered that the financial question 
was the primary one, contended that the whole point turned upon 
the return obtainable from the tramways. The assumption bad 
been that the receipts would average 1s. per mile, and that the 
expenditure would not exceed 6d. per mile, leaving a profit of 6d. 
It was probable that the Tooting lines would show the amount of 
the anticipated result, but unless 6d. per mile net was made 
throughout London the Council would stand at a loss, as the comp- 
troller bad indicated that unless that amount was earned there 
` would not be enough to pay interest and sinking fund charges. In 
Manchester, Liverpool and Glasgow the working expenses were 8d. 
per mile, and if the Council's expenses were the same the result 
would be very serious to the ratepayers. 

Mr. J. Burns having defended the conduit system, | 

Mr. J. W. Benn said the Council had been discussing for a long 
time & matter over which it had very little control. The London 
Government Act decreed that the overhead system should not be 
erected without the consent of the borough councils. With refer- 
ence to Lord Avebury's letteron the tramways, Mr. Benn referred to 
the offer made by a syndicate a few years ago to introduce the conduit 
system, and remarked that if it was good enough for the syndicate 
it was good enough for the Council. 7 

The discussion on the joint report by the chief engineer and the 
tramways manager having terminated, the Council proceeded to 
oonsider the recommendations of the Highways Committee in 
regard to the list of tramways published in the last issue of the 
Review for conversion to electric traction. It was stated during 
the discussion, that tbe North Metropolitan Tramways Co. was pre- 
pared to favour the overhead system, and it was hinted that the 
company would oppose the conduit system, and that unless an 
amicable ment could be made, there was no possibility of 
the North London tramways being converted to electric traction at 
an early date. The Council eventually adopted the proposals in 
regard to the projected underground conduit lines, but adjourned 
the consideration of the recommendations relating to the reconstruc- 
tion of various lines for the overhead trolley system. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electric Fan.—We have received from the Electrical 
Co., Ltd., of Charing Cross Road, W.C., a sample of their latest 
direct current Marconi" fan, which, we understand, is driven by 
the smallest electric motor constructed for use on supply mains. 
The fan is 6 in. in diameter, and the body of the motor is about 
21 in. x 23 in. in diameter, mounted on а pedestal, and carrying 
the guard for the fan blades; the motor ia of tke threę-pole. aÉma- 
ture, two-pole field type, Voünd fof 110 ‘valts,.and runs: quite 
silently and with little current. No-sfartimg’davicé.is required; the 
motor quietly ruxning up to speed directly it js, plugged. isteir- 
cuit, The whole thing is extremply heat; and А unpst agsebalile 
“desk companion” in the het weather=when there d any. : ^«^ 


German Electrical Machinery Trade.—So far this 
year there has been a marked falling-off in the importation of 
foreign electrical machinery into Germany, the returns for the four 
months ending with April last showing a total of only 213 tons, 
which com with the 583 tons in the corresponding period of 
last year. Onthe other hand, there has been a noticeable increase 
in the exports of German electrical machinery, from 3,563 tons in 
the first four months of 1902 to 4,005 tons in the four months 
cuding with April last, 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEEE ENDING JULY 8TH, 1902. Winz ENDING JULY 7TH, 1903. 


Adelaide . Value £70 Alexandrie .. . Value £89 
Alexandria .. is. ip d a H Amsterdam .. T si oe 45 
- Teleg. mat. 85 Auckland „ е .. 185 
Amsterdam ee ee ae ee 128 Bahia . е е ө ee ee ee 11 
Bombay.. .. ss m ee 1,363 Batoum xs xs px 80 
$5 Telog. wire .. 378 Beira T T Ре 10 60 
Boulogne © ie que 45 i$ Teleg. mat. $3 ee. 251 
Brisbane is кү 30 Buenos Ayres. Elec. fuses .. 28 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. 331 » Teleg. mat. .. 209 
„ Teleph. o&ble.. 1,338 Calcutta ee oe өө 1,495 
Calouttt ag „ 198 „ Teleg. mat. & 
Cape Town ee ee ев ee 291 Ca Town ee ee ees ee 485 
Уз Peleg. apparatus. 307 Colombo 174 
Carthagena ee ee ` ae ee А 28 Durban oe oe PT ee 1,117 
Channel Islands .. °. as 66 i Teleg. mat. .. 126 
Christchurch ae ee os 181 Dunkirk oe oe ee oe 20 
Colombo  .. Ys e ee 60 East London ss е .. 989 
39 Teleg. mat. ee ee 61 Gibraltar ee . 9 ee ә ә 50 
Copenhagen ee ee ee es 80 Gothenburg. 5 ee ee ee 196 
Darban eo 05 e. oo 1,558 Hamburg. 0. 899 
„  Teleg. mat. ee 289 E Teleg. mat. .. .. 140 
Gibraltar. Teleg. mat. .. 2x 20 Lisbon s% ad "s - 113. 
Gothenburg. Teleg. able. 770 » Teleg. mat. . 110 
Halifax. ‘Teleg.cable .. .. 555 Melbourne .. oe oe .. 825 
Hamburg - T eo O88 Monte Video gs m T 82 
is Teleg. mas. 90 Montreal ba e . 68 
Lisbon SA is is ce “TI Napier АА 10 
Madras oe. зз 950 | Odessa 26 
Malta. 35 Oporto 557 
Melbourne ay oe . 440 Otago. E m .. 39 
Nagasaki ee ee .. ee B36 Perth.. РҮ ee ed 45 
Perth . x . . 230 Port Elizabeth  .. ae . 144 
Port Elizabeth  .. ВЕ 110 Рогі Said. yx wie . 94 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. i 95 Rio Janeiro. Teleg.apparatus 2,687 
St. Petersburg. Teleg.mat. .. 125 St. Petersburg. Teleg. cable.. 96 
M Teleg. wire . 105 Singapore .. vi m . 182 
Singapore 5 Je s 95 з Teleg. mat. .. T 26 
Sydney е" ss os . . 241 Stockholm. Teleg. mat. T" 76 
Tokio.. ee ee : ee 45 Sydney ee ee ee ee 867 
Wellington .. T Ki .. 677 „ Teleg. able .. 250 
Yokohama .. m: m . . 3,242 Wellington 2а ae .. 1,886 
i Yokohama .. e ia .. 362 
Yokosuka TE e TE 1 
3 eleg. apparatus .. 
Zanzibar s - .. 806 
Total өө £17,100 Total .. £18,114 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Brisbane. Elec. mat. Value £18 
Melbourne. Elec. mat... 18 


Rio Janeiro. Teleph. a paratus 229 
| Yokohama, Elec. goods 83 


Total oe oe £288 


Tramway Directory.—The 1908 edition of Duncan’s 
Manual of Tramways, Omnibuses and Electric Railways contains, 
among the new matter, details of 57 new undertakings, 30 of which 
belong to companies and 27 to municipalities. Wherever possible 
an analysis is given of the last revenue account available up to the 
time of going to press. An alphabetical list of directors and 
officials is given at the end. The Manual becomes more important 
every year in view of the progress of electric traction. Publishers: 
T. J. Whiting & Sons, Ltd., London. 5s. 


Engineering Standards. — Messrs. Robert Atkinson 
(London), Ltd., of Salisbury House, E.C., the compilers and 
publishers of the “British Engineering Standards Coded 
Lists" are preparing, under the authority of the Engineer- 
ing Standards Committee, the findings of that Committee 
in a form which is intended to prove of assistance to buyers 
and sellers of British engineering sections throughout the 
world. To render the publication a standard work of reference, 
arrangements have been made to include in it complete lists of the 
manufacturers and merchants who roll or stock the standard sections. 
Messrs. Atkinson have issued a pamphlet giving a short history of the 
Standards Committee and its work. The names of the members of 
the various Committees are given. 


Spain.—Mr. Consul Macdonald, of Bilbao, in his annual 
тороге for last year, calle attention among other things to the 
following :—An important item of present importation consiste of 
incandescent. electric light ,bulbs, of which 224,806 were imported 
last year, an increase over 1901 of 186,777. These were all of 
German origin, and of from 5 to 25 candles. The wholesale price 
f.o.b. was 35 frs. (288.) per 100 bulbs, the customs duty payable 
thereon being 20 pesetas (118. 8d.). The native manufacture is not 
yet of first rate quality, but will probably improve. Retail prices 
for native bulbs are from 70 to 75 pesetas (£2 18. to £2 4s.) 100. 
The Germans have also taken a firm hold of the trade in electrical 
appliances, and owing principally to the resources and enterprise of 
a well-capitalised company in Bilbao, have secured something like 
a monopoly of all large installations, This is a matter of con- 
siderable interest to makers of copper wire. It may be added that 
the Consul at Corunna also calls attention to the opportunities in 
Spain for British makers of electric appliances. 


Holidays.— Another of the G.E. Railway Co.'s attractive 
little holiday booklets, issued from 30, Fleet Street, E.C., is that 
describing some inexpensive tours in Belgium and the Ardennes. 
Some tinted illustrations of characteristic scenes are quite alluring. 


Forthcoming Book.—We are informed that a book on 
" Practical Construction of Electrical Tramways,” by Mr. W. R. 
Bowker, is shortly to be published by Messrs. Spon. 


Swindon Electricity Works.— In our reference to the 
opening of this station we inadvertently omitted to mention that 
the work of lighting the station itself was carried out by Messrs, 
R. J. Nicholson & Co., of Manchester. 
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Catalogues and Lists.—A circular price list of new 
flexible cord“ C. M. A. Flexible”—has been issued by W. T. 
Hm TELEGRAPH Wonxs Co. The cord is made to a special 
specification adopted by the Cable-Makers' Association to meet the 
stringent regulations of insurance offices and other authorities. It 
is insalated with pure and vulcanised. india-rubber, and gives a 
minimum insulation resistance of 600 megohms per mile at 60° F. 
after 24 hours’ immersion in water and one minute's electrification, 
and is tested with 1,000 volts alternating current for 15 minutes. 

Mzssns. JAMES Proctor, Lrp., issued last week а new catalogue 
of their improved petens shovel stoker and moving fire-bars for 
colliery use, and for steel and iron works. The firm were 
exhibiting the apparatus at the Agricultural Hall Colliery Ex- 
hibition, which closed on Tuesday last, The catalogue gives a 
very full account of the stoker, and tests which have been made 
upon it. A list of 260 of the furnaces which are doing service 
in collieries in the Midland district, 340 in the Yorkshire district, 
150 in the Newcastle district, and 240 in electric stations in different 
parts of the kingdom, is arranged over some 16 pages. 

The B. T. H. Oo. s new list (No. 145) desaribes a combined switch 
and cut-out which they have specially designed for car lighting 
circuits. It consists of a single-pole snap switch with an extra long 
break connected in series with an enclosed fuse. The switch is 
rated at 3 amperes, and will break the current at 600 volts without 
drawing an arc sufficient to damage the contents. The fuse, which 
is eld in spring clips, is of the enclosed and it is said will 
open a short circuit on a 600-volt line without arcing or straining 
the porcelain. ons 

Mn. G. Ввастк has placed before us copies of his new lists of 
^ Simplex ” telephones for fitting to bell circuits, electric cooking 
and heating apparatus, and one cf his revised catalogues and 

ice lists of telephones and accessories. Gopies of any of these 
i may be obtained on application at 217-8, Upper Thames 
Btreet, E.C. 

Messrs. MaTHEB & Pratt, LTD., of. Salford Ironworks, have 
sent us a copy of their new Feed Water Filter Catalogue. The 
apparatus is described with the aid of sectional and other illustra- 
tions, and an imposing list of electric lighting works, mills and 
factories where it is now in operation or in course of construction 
is given. 

An 8 pp. catalogue of Zephyr electzie fans, grinding and 
polishing machines, ventilators, and smàll-power continuous- 
current motors has been issued by Messrs. E. Goossens POPE AND 
Co., of Guildhall Chambers, E.C. : 

The GENERAL ELECTRIC CO., LTD., has just issued a number of 
new publications. No. P 1,023 details, with illustrations and 
prices, the Witton” continuous-current motors, of latest design 
with interchangeable parts; No. K 1,036 describes the Little 
Geeko " hone—s cheaper form of the well-known “ Geeko " 

; the July “ ” sheet . is devoted to a number 
of electric light fixtures, motor-car switches, coils, &. 

From Ольгимрив'є CABLE & Construction Оо. we have received 
a handsome collection of photographic reproductions showing 
cable-laying operations being carried out by Callender’s employés in 
many parts of the globe. If we mention views from Christiania, 

Gibraltar, Barcelona, and Madrid among Continental 
cities; also Durban, Sheba gold mines, Calombo, Calcutta, Alipure, 
Sydney (N. B. W.), Auckland (N. Z.), and Mexico, in Colonial and 
other we think we sufficiently show how widely known is 
Callender’s Cable Co. and its work. 

Many designs of cast and wrought-iron stairways for electric 
power stations, engine rooms, public institutions and factories, are 
well shown in a large catalogue which has.just been issued from the 

by Messrs. RowLAND Савв & Oo., of Lime Street Square, 
ЕС. Electrical engineers, surveyors, architects and others, in the 
course of whose work the very important considerations of fire pre- 
vention are continually to the fore, will find the designs which 
Messrs. Carr have prepared at great expense, of some service to 


them. 

A revised et price list of Norwich type four-pole electric 
motors — has been received from LaUn ERROR, Scorr 
AXD Co., Lap. E 

From the Pearson FrBB ALARM, Lrrp., there has come to hand a 
small pamphlet, giving in catechetical form an explanation of the 
Pearson system and its merits, also a lis} of some premises where it 
is employed. А deh 


Electrieal Transmission for Slate Quarries.—The 
Park & Croesor Quarry Co. are now putting down an electrical 
generating plant for supplying power throughout their quarry at 
Penrhyndeudracth, N. Wales. Messrs. Gilbert Gilkes are supplying 
the turbines, the whole of the electrical work being carried out by 
Mesgrs. Witting, Eborall & Co., Ltd., of Temple House, E.C. 
The generating station is equipped: with a turbine-driven three- 

alternator, capable of giving 200 xw. at a pressure of 

2,750 volte. The exciters are separately driven, and the installa- 
tion includes a high-tension power-transmission line for supplying 
power to the quarry for driving motors, haulage, and pumping 
and one locomotive, all supplied by the above firm. The 
wbole of the work is being carried out to the specification of the 


quarry company's engineer, Mr. M. Kellow. 


Manchester Corporation Sub-Stations. — We are 
informed that all the measuring ins ents on the Ferranti low- 
pressure boards, in the 10 sub-stations included under Mr. Metzger’s 
scheme, were supplied by Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Ltd., as 
sab-contractors. 255 


N.T. Co.—The National Telephone Co. has purchased 
Gresham Hall, Gresham Road, Brixton, for the purposes of its 
business in the district. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Bruce & Oo. = 
trical ineers, of 2, York Buildings, Hastings, have acquired the 
election] business carried on by the Southern Electrical Installation 
Co., Ltd., of 9, Claremont, Hastings. The business will be amal- 
gamated with that at 2, York Buildings. 

In eonsequence of the extensive damage done by the recent fire at 
their premises in Queen Charlotte Street, Bristol, Messrs. Edwards 
and Armstrong, electrical engineers, have removed their business to 
the Broad Weir Engine Works, 

Engineering Und Ltd., bas changed its address from 
78, King Street to 14, College Land, St. Mary Street, Manchester. 

Mr. F. Winter, of 8, Redcross Street, E.C., announces that he has 
just opened the agency of the American Hard Fibre Co. for the 
United Kingdom and the Colonies. The company have not 
heretofore opened a direct agency of their own over here, A large 
stock has been put down in London, and a further facility has been 
created by providing for the manufacture of special fibre articles on 
this side at short notice. Mr. Winter will continue to hold, as for 
the last 24 years, the sole agency for the United Kingdom and 
the Colonies, and the management of the London warehouse of 
Mesers. Dr. Heinr. Traun & Sons (formerly the Harburg India- 
Rubber C. Оо). 

Messrs..Evershed & Vignoles, Ltd., have removed to their new 
factory at Acton Lane Works, Chiswick, W., where their head offi 
is also situated. : 


Erratum.—After part of this issue had gone to press, it 
was noticed that on p. 47, line 17 from the foot of the first column, 
the date should read February 4th, 1903, instead of October 4th. 


Annual Outings.—The annual beanfeast of tbe County 
of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Co., City Road 
(Northern District), was held on Saturday, June 27th. The party 
went by train to Maidenhead, where a cricket match between the 
generation and distribution departments resulted in a win for the 
latter after an exciting game by 53 to 42. After dinner the party 
went by steam launch to Molesey, a break for tea being made at 
Bell Weir Lock, Egham, and a pleasant day was finished up with a 
tramcar ride to Shepherd’s Bush, where the party broke up. The 
expenses were borne by the men themselves, with a grant from the 
company and subscriptions from the engineers. No subscriptions 
whatever were asked for or received from contractors or others 
outside the firm. This has been the custom of the company for 
several years. 

The annual beanfeast of the Western Electric Company took 
үе on Saturday, June 27th, when some 130 of the employés 

rove vid Eltham, Chislehurst, Pollhill and Dunton Green 
to Host Holland’s at the Lime Tree Hotel, Sevenoaks. An 
excellent dinner was prepared for them there. The chair was taken 
by Mr. A. T. Tarney. After dinner the usual toasts were given, 
including that of “The Firm: ite increased prosperity.” Mr. 
Kingsbury, the g director, who was on the Continent, wrote 
hoping they would spend a happy day. He said he should drink 
“Success to the Firm” at 3 p.m. in anticipation, and this was 
exactly the time the party were doing so. . A programme of sports 
was then gone through. 


Germany.—The report of Messrs. Felten & Guilleaume, 
of Mulheim-am-Ruhr, for the last financial year shows a net profit 
of £122,153 as compared with £88,073 in the preceding 12 months. 
A dividend of 5 per cent. is being declared. | 


Books Received,—'* Engine Tests and Boiler Effici- 
encies," by J. Buchetti. Westminster: Archibald Constable & Co., 
Ltd., 2, Whitehall Gardens. 10s. 6d. net. 

“Institute of Marine Engineers’ Transactions, Session 1902-1903.” 
Vol. xiv. Stratford: 58, Romford Road. 

"Duncan's Manual of Tramways, Omnibuses and Electric Rail- 
ways, 1903.“ London: T. J. Whiting & Sons, Ltd., 7a, South 
Place, E. O. бв. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.— A meeting cf 
Mercier's Patente, Ltd., was held at Salford on June 3rd, at which 
it was resolved to wind up voluntarily with Mr. Maunsell Mercier 
as liquidator. 

The partnership of Sir J. Wolfe Barry, H. M. Brunel, C. A. 
Brereton, G. E. W. Cruttwell and К. A. Wolfe Barry has been 
dissolved so far as regards H. M. Brunel. The remaining gentlemen 
will continue the business under the same style of Sir John Wolfe 
Barry & Partners. 

The Electrical Lumiscriptor Co. are winding up voluntarily 
with Mr. R. Warner, 10, Walbrook, E.C., as liquidator. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—The creditors of Alexander 
John Noble, lately trading as an electrical engineer at 567, Battersea 


. Park Road, 8.W., met on Thursday at the London Bankruptcy 


Court before Mr. G. W. Chapman, Official Receiver, when accounts 
were submitted showing debt: £262 10s. 9d., and assets £1 2s. The 
debtor states that in 1900 he commenced business at 2, Howards 
Road, Plaistow. Тһія venture was successful, and the debtor in 
October, 1901, took his father and brother into partnership. They 
then purchased the business at 567, Battersea Park Road, from 
Messrs. Frost & Knight for £230, and put in cash, stock and book 


debts to the value of about £250. They carried on the business for 


five months only, and the debtor asserts that its value was totally 
misrepresented by the vendors. The Plaistow business was carried 
on by the debtor and his partners until April, 1902, when it was sold 
for £45 to Miss E. J. Simmonds, for whom the debtor has since 
managed it. He attributes his failure to misrepresentation of the 
value of the Battersea business and to the withdrawal of support by 
his father and brother. In the absence of any offer, the case was left 
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iu the hands of the Official Receiver to be wound up in bankruptcy, 
the public examination having been fixed for July 31st. The 
principal unsecured creditors are as follows:—Frost & Knight, 
Battersea, £194; Edison & Swan Co., £32; Brockie-Pell Are Lamp 
Co., Ltd., £15. 


The public examination of Harry Soutb, electrical engineer, late 


of Garrick Street, Covent Garden, W.C., was held on Tuesday at the 
London Bankruptcy Court before Mr. Registrar Gifford. The 
debtor applied to pass upon accounts showing total liabilities 
£1,404 10s. 6d. (unsecured £619 3s. 4d.), and net assets £30 4s. 6d. 
In the course of his evidence the debtor suid be commenced 
business iu 1884, and traded alone until the end of 1899. Mr. 
Tilney then joined him as a partner, and it was decided to convert 
the business into a limited company, which was registered in the 
name of Harry South & Co., with a nominal capital of £10,000. 
Asked why they tarded as a company instead of a firm, the 
witness said they were strangers to each other, and adopted the 
plan for their mutual protection. The business was tren 
solvent. Witness. and his partner acted as joint managing 
directors of the company at a salary of £5 per week, until the end 
of 1901, when the company went into liquidation. The creditors of 
the company had already received 13s. 4d. in the £, and would 
probably receive payment in full. Witness and another person in 
January, 1901, obtained an option for the purchase of the Royal 
Music Hall, Holborn, at the price of £52,000. The Royal, Ltd., 
was formed to take over the property, and in March, 1902, witness 
launched an action to recover his share of the purcbase considera- 
tion, but a verdict was given against him. He attributed his 
failure to depreciation in the value of the shares of the Harry 
South & Co., Ltd., and to his liability for the defendants’ and his 
own costs in the before-mentioned action. This was his first 
failure. The examination was concluded. 


For Sale.—Certain engineering plant, machinery, tools 
is to be offered for sale by auction at Huddersfield, by Mesers. G. 
Tinker & Son, on July 16th. See our advertisement pages to-day 
for particulars. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


.  Arbroath.—The Electric Lighting Committee of the 
Council bas bad under consideration a report which showed that the 
cost of providing electric light in the compulsory area under the 


provisional order would be £20,000, and that at the end of two . 


years it would be optional on the part of anybody outside of the 
compulsory area to apply for its extension, which would bring the 
cost up to £40,000. After discussion, it was agreed by a majority, 
on account of financial reasons and the prospect of the adoption of 
an extensive water scheme, to arrange the best possible terms with 
a company for the carrying out of the work. 


Batley.—The T.C. has received sanction from the L. G. B. 
to raise a loan of £5,300 for a refuse destructor in connection with 
the electricity works. 


Benwell.— At a recent meeting of the U. D.C., it was, 
after considerable discussion, decided to accept tbe offer of the 
Newcastle Electric Supply Co., to supply electricity at a maximum 
average cost of 4d. per unit, subject to a satisfactory agreement 
in regard to street lighting. 


Berlin.—The administration of the Prussian State Rail- 


ways has decided that after the 15th inst. all trains running on the | 


suburban line between Berlin and Lichterfelde shall be drawn by 
electricity. 'The steam engines will be entirely banished from the 
line after the 15th inst. Each ordinary train consists of two long 
coaches, one second and one third-class, each with separate com- 
partments for smokers. 


Birkenhead.—The Council has authorised an applica- 
tion to the Board of Trade for a prov. order to supply electricity 


to the townships of Upton and Prenton, outside the borough 
boundaries. | | 


Blackpool.—A I. G. B. inquiry has been held into the 
application of the T.C. for a sum of £7,000 required for new 
cooling towers and cable extensions, in connection with the E.L. 
department. 


Blaydon.—The County of Durham Electric Power Dis- 
tribution Co. has notified the U.D C. of its intention to apply to 
the B. of T. for a prov. order to supply the district. A syndicate 
entitled the Priestman Power Co., Ltd., has been formed, and has 
opened negotiations with the Council for supplying electricity. 


Bognor.—The EL. Committee has been informed by 
Messrs. J & J. S. Enright that Messrs. F. Suter & Co, Ltd., are pre- 
pared to enter into an sgreement with the Council to carry out the 
electric lighting order on the following terms:— The contractors to 
submit a tender for carrying out the work in accordance with the 
specification prepared by Messrs. Enright; the Council to borrow 
aud pay t^ the contractors the cost of tbe undertaking as set forth 
in the tender submitted by the contractors; the contractors to carry 
on the nndertaking on behalf of the Council, providing a supply of 
electricity for public and private purposes at a price uot exceeding: 
(a) for private lighting, 6d. per unit; (5) public lighting, 4d. per 
unit; (c) power, 24d. per unit; the contractors to pay all expenses 
connected with the running of the undertaking, inclading interest 


and sinking fund ou the amount borrowed hy the Council; the con- 
tractors to receive all revenues arising from the sale of electrical 
energy, meter rente, &c.; no extensions to be carried out without the 
permission of the Council; all losses to be paid by the contractor, 
bnt any amount so expended by them to be refunded. to them out 
of the first profits; the profits to be divided equally between the 
Council and the contractors; Messrs. Enright's fees to be paid by 
the contractors; the Council not to be hound to take over the 
undertaking at any time; the Council to have the option of taking 
over the nudertaking by giving. one year’s notice of its intention 
to do во; if the installation aas been run at a loss, the Council to 
pay to the contractors the amount of such loss on taking over the 
undeitaking ; if the installation has been run at a profit the Council 
to make no payment whatsoever for taking over the undertaking; 
the Council to retain the prov. order. After discussing the question 
with Mr. J. 8. Enright, tne Committee decided to recommend the 
Council to adopt means to carry out the said scheme. | 


Bradford.— At a meeting of the Electricity Committee: 
it was decided that the reduction from 4jd. to 4d. per unit for 
lighting should operate from the lst inst. The reduction for 
motive power—minimum 14d. per unit, maximum 2d. will come 
into force on November ist. The Committee is still making 
efforts to increase the price charged to the Tramways Committee 
from 1d. to 14d. per unit. 


A 
. 


Brentwood.— The Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical Engineer- 
ing Co. has given notice of its intention to apply for a prov. order 
to supply electricity in Brentwood. 


Bridgend.—At the Brigend County Court, before Judge 
Williams, a case has been heard in which Mr. Brogden, of Ferry 
Bide, was sued by Mr. Morgan John, a local tradesinan, for £32 
17s. 6d., damage sustained by him through defendant ceasing to 
supply him with light. According to pleintiff, Mr. Brogden, 
through Mr.J. H. Clarkson, contracted to supply him with electric 
light at a charge of a guinea per annum for each lamp downstairs, 
and half a guinea for each lamp upstairs. This was in April, 1900; 
in August, 1901, the light ceased without any notice, and on his 
writing for an explanation, no reply was vouchsafed. The wires, 
lamps, &c., became as a consequence useless, and he experienced 
£10 of other damage. Plaintiff said that he was aware that the 
light ceased because of a breakdown in the machinery. He had no 
agreement as to notice, nor did he understand that the current 


„supplied to him was merely what was to spare from the hotel, and 


could be cut off at any moment by the defendant. For the defence, 
Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Brogden's agent, was called, and he said that the 
light supplied plaintitf was the margin left after supplying the 
Esplanade Hotel, and was supplied to him on the distinct under- 
standing that it could be cut off at any time. Other people had 
been disconnected at a moment's notice. His Honour said that if 
there was an obligation on Mr. Brogden to continue the supply, it 
was strange that there was no written agreement. The fact that 
there were other people who had accepted peremptory notice,-was 
inferentially conclusive, and he gave judgment for the defendant. 

The DC. have agreed not to alter the rent of electric 
meters from the present charge on their cost of 10 per: cent. 
per annum, and to sell them to consumers wishing to buy 
at a premium of 10 per cent. on the ‘cost price. Correspondence 
has taken place with the South Wales Electric Power Distribution 
Co. as to allowing the latter to supply light as well as power to 
large firms with whom power was the first consideration, provided 
they made no charge for transformiog the current supplied to the 
Council. It appeared that at the time the matter was opened the 
company’s charge for energy was 24d. per unit and 44. for trans- 
forming, and that before the arrangement was agreed upon it was 
reduced to 14d., aud zd. for transforming; and the matter was 
allowed to drop, as the Council, in consideration of the reduction 
in price, did not intend to press the demand. But it was now heid 
that the Council got no equivalent in consideration for the valuable 
privilege grauted the company, and negotiations with the company 
were ordered to be resumed. F 


Clacton-on-Sea.—The Empire Electric Light and Power 
Co., Ltd., has notified the II. D.C. that it intends to apply for а 
prov. order to supply electricity within the Council's area. 


Clayton.—The Empire Electric Light and Power Co. 
has given notice that it intends to make application for a pro- 
visional order to supply electricity within the Council's area. 


Clevedon.— Notices have been served upon the U.D.C by 
four companies intimating that special prov. orders for electric 
lighting are to be applied for. „5 ои : 


Croydon.—The returns for the past year of .the electrical ` 
department show tkat the total receipts amount to £40,151, as com- 
pared with £27,493 last year, and the gross profit to £18,200, as 
compared with £12,850 last year. 

The number of 8-0. . lamps connected was 96,479, and the units 
sold 3,131,841, an increase of 73 per cent. on the previous year. 


Dudley.—The returns for the year of the E. L. depart- 
ment show a total expenditure of £67,392. On the supply account 
for last year the expenditure has been £4,409, and tbe income 
£8,929, leaving a gross profit of £4,519. Of the gross profit £1,429 . 
has been absorbed by interest on mortgage loans, £1,375 by repay- 
ment of loans, £526 by banker's charges, leaving a net profit for the 
year of £1,146. 
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East Dereham.— The U. D. C. has received from the 
Southern District Electricity Co. notice of ite intention to apply for 
a prov. order to supply electricity within the Council's area. 


Falkirk.—In connection with the Scottish Central Elec- 
trie Lighting Order, it was reported that the negotiations with the 
T.C. were off, but last week the Council received an intimation that 
the promoters were open to adjust protective clauses, and on 3rd 
inst. the town clerk left for London to consult with the Бага епќагу 


agent. 


Freebridge E Т.С. has informed the R.D.C. 
that it intends to apply to the В. of T. for a prov. order to supply 
electricity in the parish of Gaywood. 


Frome.—The Western District Electric Distributing 


Corporation has notified the Council that it intends to apply to the 


Board of Trade for a онон order to supply electricity within 
the area. K 


Gateshead.—The T.C. bas received a proposal from tbe 
County of Durham Electric Power Distribution Co. to make re- 
ductions in the price of energy, if the Council will extend the period 
of the prov. order and grant other facilities. 


Gorton.—After considering the question of the tewn 
being supplied with energy for lighting and power by Manchester 
n the U.D.C. has deferred the matter for further con- 
sideration. 


Grays.—On July Ist a L. G. B. inquiry was held relative 
to the application of the U.D.C. for a loan of £650 for E.L. 
purposes. Only formal evidence was given, and there was no 


opposition. 


Grimsby.—In answer to a query of the T.C., the 
G.E. Railway Co. have intimated that tbey contemplate supplying 
electricity- themselves to the Docks and Pontoon. It has been 
decided to interview the general manager on the question, and as 
to lighting the railway station. It is pointed out that the company 
cannot supply customers with electricity, although they can use it 
themselves. 


Halifax.—At the recent Local Government inquiry 
respecting the Corporation's application to borrow £20,000 for ex- 
tending the electric lighting undertaking, and £3 975 for street 
improvements, the Halifax Ratepayers’ Association offered some 
oppoeition on the ground that there had been an inadequate return 
on the large expenditure, and further that the Corporation had 
made a great mistake in spending £27,000 on a transforming station 
5 Hebden Bridge, the latter town baving decided to have a supply 
of its own. 


Heligoland.—4A new lighthouse bas been put into opera- 
tion, from which a 30 million c r. beam of light is projected. The 
source of energy is electrical, and the German engineers have 
adopted parabolic mirrors of glass, in preference to the costly 
Fresnel lenses used in some of the French lighthouses. 


Herne Bay.—The U.D.C. has received notices on behalf 
of Sir Hiram Maxim and a Birmingham syndicate, of their 
intention to apply to the B. of T. for prov. orders to supply elec- 
tricity in the area. 


Hove.—The prov. order obtained by the Corporation will 
lapse unless something is done very soon to carry it into effect. 
The Hove company's area does not include Aldrington, which has 
recently been incorporated with Hove. The Council will probably 
lay its own mains and purchase energy in bulk from either the 
Brighton Corporation or the Hove company, and the competition 
thas engendered will probably result in very favourable terms being 
obtained by the Corporation. 


Overhead Conductors.— A curious accident illus- 
trating the danger arising from the great number of electric light 
and power wires which are strung along ihe streets of American 
cities is said to have occurred in Pittsburg, whereby four persons 
were killed. One of the worst thunderstorms that have visited 
Pittsburg for years had just blown over. A flag waving from the 
window of a house Lad become saturated with rain, and its weight 
broke the pole from which it was suspended. The pole snapped 
an electric light wire, the end of which trailed in a puddle of 
water left by the rain. A man who started to cross the street 
stepped in the pool and dropped dead. At that moment a carriage 
drove into the pool, and the horse fell dead. The occupants of the 

e jumped out into the water, and were also killed instantly. 
The daily Presa is responsible for this narrative. 


kingsbridge. — The Southern District Electricity 
Corporation has given notice that it intends to apply to the 
Board of Trade for permission to supply и within the area 
of the U.D.C. 


Ringston-on-Thames,—A L.G.B. inquiry has been 
held into an application by the Corporation for sanction to borrow 
a forther sum of £7,784, for the purposes of the electric ligating 
undertaking. There was no opposition. The amount is made up 
by excess on buildings, £1,448; on machinery (exclusive of street 
lighting) £1,714; on street lighting machinery, £39 ; on street light- 
ing, cables aud lamps, £178 ; mains, cables, aub-stations and trans- 
tormata inel consumers’ services, &с:, £2, чь and miscellaneous 


itemi, 


Little Lever.— The D.C. has received an intimation 
that the Lancashire Electrical Power Co. is preparing to give a 
supply to the district. 


London.—ManLEBoNE.— The L. C. C. having refused to 
sanction the raising of a loan by the Borough Council for the pur- 
chate of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co.’s undertaking, the 
company brought an action to compel the payment of the 
£1,212,000 awarded by the arbitrator. Judgment was given in the 
company’s favour for specific performance of the contract by 
December 31st next, but certain details of the purchase were 
referred back to the arbitrator. (See p. 46.) 

Hackney.—In a recent report the Electric Lighting Committee 
of the B.C. states that in spite of the excellent progress which the 
undertaking is making, the day load has not grown in due propor- 
tion to the lighting load. Shoreditch and Stepney have load factors 
of 21:20 and 2274 per cent. respectively, as compared with the 
Hackney load factor of 15:36 per cent. The Committee recommends 
that the following tariff come in force for power from November 
186 :— Up to 1,000 units per quarter, 2d. per unit; in excess of 1,000 
units per quarter, 144. per unit. 

IsLINGTON.—As а result of the reconsideration of cable tenders, 
that of Mesers. British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd., at £5,350, 
was accepted. It was further decided to accept the tender of the 
Electrical Construction Co., Ltd., forthe supply of 37 80-Kw. trans- 
formers at £2,966. 


Long Eaton,—A L. G. B. inquiry has been held into the 
application of the U.D.C. to borrow £5,000 for electrical purposes. 
There was no opposition. 


Maesteg (Glam.).—The D.C. is now negotiating with 
the South Wales Electrical Power Co. for the supply of electricity 
for public lighting. 


Maidenhead.—The T.C. has decided to apply for a prov. 
ше to supply electrical energy to the parishes of Bray, Taplow and 
Cookbam. 


Malling.—The Kent Electric Power Syndicate and the 
Kent Electric Power Co. have given notice to the R.D.C. that it is 
proposed to apply for a prov. order authorising the supply of elec- 
tricity for lighting and other purposes within the Council’s area. 


Manchester.—According to the accounts of the Elec- 
tricity Department the sales to the public last year were 10 per 
cent. above those for the preceding year. Оп the traction account 
there has been a great development, the increase being 309 per cent. 
in the course of the year. In round figures the units sold were 
17,400,000, as against 10,500,000 units in the year ended March 31st, 
1902: The recent reduction in the price of energy for power pur- 
poses was expected to bring about a large accession of customers, 
and negotiations were practically completed with one firm alone 
which would guarantee a sale of three-quarters of a een unite per 
annum. 


Naval Dockyards.—.\mong the items covered by the 
recent naval vote is a provision for equipping the Admiralty naval 
establishments throughout the world with electric light and power 
plants. 


Newport (Mon.).—Negotiations are in progress between 
the T.C. and Messrs. John Lysaght, Ltd., proprietors of the largest 
rolliug mills in the world, these being situated at Newport, for the 
supply to the firm by the Corporation of a large amount of electrical 
power for driving additional machinery which is being laid down. 


Northallerton.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of 
the local electric lighting company for public lighting on tie fol- 
lowing terms:—Arc lamps, рег 100 hours each, 16s. each; 320. p. 
incandescents, 100 hours, 33.; ditto, for side streets, 3s. 94.; Маш 
Street and South Parade, arcs, 15s.; 32 C.P., 38.; 16 oP. 28. 6d.; 
side streets, 43. and 3s. each. 


Rainham.—The Kent Electrical Power Co. and the 
Kent Electrical Syndicate have given notice that they intend to 
apply for a provisional order for powers to supply the parish with 
electric light and power. 


Ramsgate.—The T.C. has applied for an extension of 
the Council's prov. order to enable the necessary works provided for, 
in the leasing of its powers to the Isle of Thanet Co., to ba carried 
out. The Ramegate and District Supply Co. has given notice of its 
intention to apply fora prov. order for the borough. (It was under- 
stood that the above emanated from Messrs. Edmundson's Elec- 
tricity Corporation. ) 


Redditch.— In connection with the recent decision to 
obtain expert evidence on the condition of the electric lighting 
scheme, Messrs. Burstall & Monkhouse, of London, were engaged 
to make an iuspection, and their report was read at a meeting of 
the D.C. The experts are of opinion that an error of judgment was 
made in installing a high-pressure alternating current system, 
but the cost of changing the system from alternating to 
continuous would be prohibitive. Of the four engines runniug 
at the station, three are running satisfactorily, but the 
vertical engine is very unsatisfactory. The experts note that 
the number of 8-c P. lamps connected to the mains has steadily 
increased, especially since August of last year; also that 
thero has been a steady decrease since 1900 in the “cost per 
unit sold." They are of opinion, however, that there is room for 
further improvement in this direction." Not only is the consamp- 
tion of fuel high, bat the cost is too high. What the Council needs 
now, conclude the experte, i8 more customers. 
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Pudsey.—The T.C., whose prov. order expires in August, 
has received an intimation that a private company intends to apply 
for powers to supply the district with electricity. 


Ripon.—The B. of T. has informed the T.C. that the 
E.L. Order, 1901, does not contain any provision enabling the Cor- 
porstion to transfer the undertaking to & company. The order 
expires on July 26th, but providing the Board is satisfied that the 
Council intends to take steps to carry out the compulsory works at 
an early date it will consider the postponement of the revocation 
of the order. 


St. Asaph.—The Board of Guardians has decided to 
have the electric light installed in the Workhouse and new 
Infirmary. 


Sittingbourne.—The Empire Electric Light and Power 
Co., of Romford, has intimated to the U.D.C. its intention to apply 
for a prov. order for electric lighting in the Council's area. 


Sleaford.—The L.G.B. has forwarded to the U.D.C. 
permission to borrow £1,925 for E.L. purposes. 


Spain.—Rapid progress is being made with the installa- 
tion of the plant to utilise the water-power of the Pasteral Fall on 
the River Ter (Gerona). About 1,600 н.р. is available, and the 
electrical energy generated is to be transmitted to Gerona for power 
' purposes. 


Spalding.—At a recent meeting of the Urban Council 
a letter was read from the Electric Supply Co., intimating that 
they proposed to apply to the Board of Trade for an order to supply 
electric light to the town. No action was taken by the Council 
(who are the owners of the gas works), it being stated that they 
could successfully oppose the application, provided they undertook 
to supply electric light within two years. 


Spennymoor.—The U.D.C. has decided to utilise the 
electric light for street lighting. The tenders are said to have been 
as follows :—Spennymoor Gas Co., £2 12s. 6d. per lamp; Tudhoc 
and Bunderland Bridge Co., £2 18s. 6d. per Jamp; Northern Counties 
Electricity Supply Co., £2 3s. 6d. per lamp. 


Stourbridge.—The U.D.C. held a special meeting on the 
question of the electric lighting of the Council's district on Monday 
evening. The agenda included items respecting the revocation or 
alteration of resolutions relative to the utilisation of the provisional 
order the Council obtained before the litigation with Mrs. Cathcart ; 
and as to a contract with the Midland Electric Corporation for 
Power, Ltd., for the supply of electricity in the urban district. 
After two hours’ discussion in committee, the clerk was authorised 
to apply to the Board of Trade with a view to assuring the non- 
revocation of the prov. order. 


Stourport.— The Shropshire and Worcestershire Electric 
Power Co. has given the U.D.C. notice of its intention to apply 
for a prov. order to supply electricity in the Council's district, 
adding that if the Council wished to obtain its own order it 
would be willing to supply electricity in bulk. The General Pur- 
poaes Committee is considering the matter. 


Swansea.—O wing to the numerous applications which 
are being received for power, it has been decided to increase the 
size of motors let out on hire to 20, 25, 30, 40 and 50 B. E. p. 


Tipton.—The U.D.C. has adopted an agreement with 
the Midland Electric Corporation for the supply of electricity for 
lighting purposes. The Corporation will pay the Council £600 in 
respect to the cost of the prov. order, &o., £50 for the ensuing year, 
£150 per annum for the next two years, and £200 per annum for 
the remainder of 21 years, with 30s. per week for a meter 
inspeotor. 

Tonyrefai].—It has been decided to form an electric 


light company, with £1,000 capital, which will undertake the work 
of public lighting, and also supply private consumers. 


Trowbridge.—An extension of time in which to carry 
out the prov. order for E.L. has been applied for by the U.D.C. 

The Western Electricity Distribution Co. has notified the U.D.C. 
of its intention to apply for a prov. order to supply electricity for 
private and public purposes within the Council’s area. 


Wallasey.—We are informed by the electrical engineer 
to the U. D. C., Mr. J. A. Crowther, that instead of increasing the 
charges, as stated in our last issue, the charge for energy will be 
redured from 6d. to 5d. per unit, with a reduction of 2d. for all 
supply above two units per quarter for each 8-c.P. lamp, &c. 


Wanstead.—The Empire Electrical Co. has informed 
the U.D.C. of its intention to apply for a prov. order for electric 
lighting. 

Watford.—Owing to the continued demand for elec- 
tricity, the U.D.C. has instructed the electrical engineer to prepare 


a detailed report as to the requisite extensions of the plant at the 
E.L. worka. 


Westbury.— The U.D.C., after considering the offer of a 


private company to instal the electric light in the town, has decided 
that the Council is not desirous of having electricity. 


Weymouth.—The U.D.C. has received notice that the 
Inland Waterways Co., Ltd., intends applying in the next session 


of Parliament for a prov. order for supplying electricity in the 
district. i | 2 


Worcester.—The electricity mains are to be extended to 
the works of Messrs. Heenan & Froude, at a cost of £1,400, who 
will be supplied with energy for power purposes at the following 
prices :—100,000 units to 200,000 units per annum, 1jd. per unit; 
200,000 to 300,0С0, 114.; 300,000 and over, Id., for at least 
three years. For the first year there is to be a minimum consump- 
tion of 200,000 units, and for each of the other two years 300,000 
units. 


- 


~ 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The Tramway Committee has approved of 
the plans for a car depót to be erected in Crown Street beside the 
electricity statión to accommodate 12 cars. The estimated cost of 
the depót and repairing shed was £4,800, and of the workshop 
and stores, which the electrical department proposed to erect, 


£4,200. 
Birmingham.—The Oouncil has decided to give notice 
to the City of Birmingham Tramways Co. to sell to the Corporation 


so much of the tramways as is within the city. The first line to 
come within this new phase is the Balsall Heath route, the other 
routes being on a 21 year’s lease, which expires in 1906. Alderman 
Beale stated that he had told Mr. Garcke that he only expected the 
company to pay interest and sinking fund, so that the city would not 
lose. He also hoped the company would not obstruct the Cor- 
poration in the electrification of the other steam lines. The Council 
also granted the request of the Aston Manor Council for the assign- 
ment of the lease of the Aston route within the city to the British 
Electric Traction Co. on its expiration at December 31st next. He 
held out the hope that all the local authorities interested would 
work together in order to get the electrification carried out within 
the next two year& The Council also remitted to the Tramways 
Committee, with powers to appoint a manager to look after the 
interests of the Corporation in the matter. It was pointed out 
that the salary would depend a good deal on the man they were 
able to get. 


Bromley.—A L.G.B. inquiry will be held on the 17th 
inst. with regard to an application by the B. E. T. Co. to the Light 
Bailway Commissioners for an order to enable them to construct 
alight railway from Bromley Hill to Green Street Green. The 
Bromley District Council has decided to oppose. 


Burnley.— On Sunday a satisfactory trial trip was made 
over the Accrington Road section of the Corporation tramways. 
The L.G.B. inspection was to take place yesterday. 


Cardiff.—Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. are to be asked to 
make a car body for a single-deck combination car to the specifica- 
tion of Mr. Arthur Ellis. 


Ilkeston.— Mr. Pilcher has been instructed to draw up 
the necessary plans and specifications for substituting double track 
in place of existing single track. 


London.—As an example of the popularity of the 
London United Electric Tramways system for affording quick and 
cheap transit into the country, especially through the lovely valley 
of the Thames, it is interesting to know that during the past week 
considerably over a million passengers have been carried, the 
receipts being £7,654. 

BERMONDSEY.—On Tuesday the В С. received notice from the 
L.C.O. of intention to electrify the London, Deptford and Greenwich 
tramways on the underground conduit system. It was resolved to 
petition against the Supply of Electricity Bill unless Clauses 3 and 
6 were deleted. 


St. Helens.—From a statement made by Alderman J. 
Massey, at the monthly meeting of the Bt. Helens Town Council, on 
Friday last, it appears that a workable arrangement has been 
arrived at between the Town Council and the South Lancashire 
Tramways Co. The negotiations have gone on between the Council 
and the tramways company since 1900, and have involved refer- 
ences to the House of Lords and the House of Commons as to what 
constituted reasonable rights, obligations, and privileges of the 
respective parties. The company sought running powers over the 
streets and lines owned by the Council, and also powers for goods 
traffic, but the House of Lords vetoed the goods traffic, on the 
ground that the streets were not suitable for such. Under 
the arrangement which was finally come to, running powers over 
the lines of the Council have been granted to the company. Elec- 
tricity is to be supplied by the Council for working the tramways 
within their area. The Council have the power to alter the route 
and also the times of running, and to construct alternative 
lines of tramways if they think fit. There are, however, only to 
be 25 of the company’s cars running on tha St. Helens tramways 
at one time. This will mean that the company will be providing a 
ten- minutes' service throughout the borough of St. Helens. Under 
these arrangements, it is said, a substantial gain will accrue to the 
Council. 


S. Wales,—It is understood that the Barry Railway Co. 
have acquired the smelting works at Bully Moore, near the Barry 
Docks, for the purposes of an electric power station. 


(Continued on page 63.) 
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THE RAND CENTRAL ELECTRIC WORKS. 


Іх view of the enormous part that electricity will play in the 
development of the mining, agricultural and general in- 
dustries of British South Africa, а short description of the 


concession was also contained a clause by which they had 
the right to carry lines over proclaimed goldfields without 
further fee than that paid to the Government. 

In 1895 the concession was made over to Messrs. Siemens 
and Halske, who proceeded to carry out the project on 


EXTERIOR OF RAND CENTRAL ELECTRIC WORKS AND 
RESIDENTIAL QUARTERS. 


largest central power station now at work in these Colonies 
should prove of considerable interest. 

The great difficulties which have been overcome in the 
way of transport, water supply, and last, but by no means 
the least, protection against the frequent and severe light- 
ning storms, which are the dread of South African electri- 
cians, speak well for the energy and enterprise of the conces- 
sionnaires, Messrs. Siemens & Halske. 


TRANSMISSION LINE, AND TELEGRAPH LINE, CROSSING 
ON THE VELDT. 


behalf of the Rand Central Electric Works, Ltd., a company 
which was then formed, Messrs. Siemens & Halske, as the 
concessionnaires, guaranteeing the dividends. 

They selected for the site of the works a spot about a mile 
from Brakpan, in the East Rand, and about 22 miles from 
Johannesburg. The site was well chosen, at once reducing 
to a minimum two of the greatest difficulties of the country, 
as the works were built on the borders of a large dam, having 


GENERAL VIEW OF GENERATING PLANT. 


The scheme for a large central power station, to supply 
electrical energy to the mines and townships on the Rand, 
originated with the South African firm of Messrs. J. Hubert 
Davies & Spain, who obtained a concession from the then 
South African Republic to carry out their scheme. In the 


a capacity of 284 million gallons, and within sight of several 
large collieries, 


Building operations were commenced in 
1895, and the beginning of 1897 saw the inauguration of 


the works, when the supply of electrical energy was com- 
menced with a load of 300 kw. | 


F 
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The works were, of course, built to the designs of and 
carried out by Messrs. Siemens & Halske, who controlled 
the works on behalf of the Rand Central Electric Works, 
Ltd., until the expiration of the concession in 1900; at 
that date the big German financial house, Messrs. A. Goerz 
and Co., Ltd., acquired a large interest in the undertaking, 
and it is now practically controlled by them. 

A private siding from the main railway liue was built to 
carry the plant, &c., to the works, and is now used to 
convey coal from the colliery of the Transvaal Coal Trust 
Co., Ltd. 

Going towards the works from Brakpan Station, all that 
is visible until one is quite close is the two tall chimney 
stacks, which, by-the-way, were made a target of by the 
British artillerymen from a neighbouring dump-heap during 
the war, in mistake for Boer Long Toms, the station 
being built in a hollow. 

Up to the present no additions to the initial plant have 
been made, although many minor alterations and extensions, 
principally in the line, have taken place; but large ex- 


800-kw. GENERATING SET, SHOWING ENGINE. 


tensions to the plant are now under consideration, which 
will add about 1,600 Kw. to the cupacity of the station, and 
will probably consist of turbo-generators. | 

The works proper consists of a large engine room, con- 
taining generating plant, auxiliaries, switchboard and trans- 
former platforms, boiler house with coal shed, mechanics 
shop and electrician’s laboratory, all roomy, well lighted, and 
very conveniently arranged. | 

The generating plant consists of four 1,000-н.р. triple- 
expansion condensing engines, by Richard Hartman, of 
Chemnitz, direct coupled to four 800-Kw. three-phase 
alternators, generating electricity at a pressure of 800 volts, 
with a frequency of 50 cycles per second. 

The engines, running at a speed of 100 r.p.m., have 
done good service, and are frequently called upon to 
develop 1,200 m.P. The steam pressure is 175 lbs. per 
sq. in., and an average vacuum of 25 in. being obtained, the 
steam consumption generally runs no higher than 15:4 lbs. 
per H.P.-hour. . | | 

The valves of the high pressure cylinder are of the piston 
type, whilst those of the intermediate and low pressure 
cylinders are ordinary flat slide-valves. 
performed by means of a special motor-driven governor, 
controlled from the switchboard. 


Regulation is. 


The generators are of Messrs. Siemens &  Halske's 
stationary armature type, wound on the star system; the 
rotating fields are excited from dynamos carried on the end 


BOILERS A8 NOW ABBANGED FOR Hanp FIRING. 


of the main sbafts.. The exciters are of the internal field 
type, with external commutator, and supply current at a 
pressure of 120 volts. 

Regulation is effected by means of field and main current 
rheostats, which also are operated by a small motor con- 
trolled from the switchboard, the electrician-in-charge thus 
having complete and instant control over both the excitation 
and the governing of the generators, an admirable arrange- 
ment, | | 
The engine room equipment also includes а small 
auxiliary generating plant for lighting the works during 
emergencies. 

The condensing plant is in duplicate, each set providing 
for two generators, and consisting of a 100-H.P. compound 
engine on the main floor, driving direct an air pump, and 
by belt, a centrifugal circulating pump in the basement. 
Circulating water is obtained from the dam outside. 

Make-up teed water for the boilers is drawn from a well 
80 ft. deep, on the further side of the dam, by means of a 
small motor pump; the condenser water, after being 
filtered, is pumped back to the boilers, the high temperature 
obviating the use of heaters. 

The boiler house, running parallel with the engine room, 
contains eight Steinmüller multi-tubular boilers, each having 
a capacity of 500 H.P. and a heating surface of 3, 300 sq. ft., 
and generating steam at a pressure of 180 lbs. per sq. in. 
Stoking was formerly done mechanically, but the nature of 
the fuel proving unsuitable, it is now performed by hand. 


TRANSFORMERS IN SUB-STaTION. 


Coal is derived from the colliery of the Transvaal Coal 
Trust Co., about } mile away, and is conveyed along the 
private line direct into a coal shed forming an extension 
of the boiler house ; from this it is carried in trucks to the 


boilers. The ash is simply disposed of, beirig used to form 


and strengthen the breakwater of the dam. 
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The average amount of coal used is 4,000 tons per 
month. 


off the centre of 
the engine room, 
from which a full 
view of the generat- 
ing plant is ob- 

ined, and contains 


citer, and governor 
regulator switches. 

Current entersthe 
board from the 
generators at 800 
volts, and from the 
bus-bars passes to 
the transformer 
platforms, which are 
erected at the 
further end of the 
engine room, and 
are open and in 
ful sight. Неге 
ae installed 16 
200-kw. three- 
phase transformers, which raise the 
pressure from 800 to 12,000 volts. 

In an intermediate platform or 
chamber, on the low pressure side, 
are placed both switches and fuses, 
bat on the high pressure side, fuses 
alone, the line being intersected with 
ar-break switches along the 
route, 

The transformer coils are built 
in sections, spare ones always being 
at hand, so that a breakdown can 
be quickly rectified. The secondary 
pressure ovaries from 10,000 to 
12,000 volts, according to the load. 

The rest of the works equipment 
consists of smith’s shop, mechanics’ 
tool room and electricians’ labora- 
tory, where the repair of motors and 
wansformers, and the calibration 
and repair of meters are undertaken. 

The Aron meters were formerly 
used, but have been found unsuitable 
for this country, where the dust 
Storms play havoc with the 
mechanism, and they are now 


being gradually replaced with Ferraris watt-hour meters. 
The out-houses consist of stores, stables, Kaffirs’ com- 


pound, and further away, the residential quarters of the white 
staff. The staff aggregates some 160 men, of whom 130 are 


ee а ru 
а 
Lu 22 —. 


r 


ч. 


Kaffirs employed in stoking, greasing 
and general labouring. 

The white staff consists of a 
general manager, resident engineer, 
storekeeper and compound manager; 
also two electricians, three switch- 
men, five enginemen, four greasers 
and four fitters, a  boilermaker, 
mason, carpenter апа plumber. 
Employment is also found for three 
apprentices. 

For the upkeep of about 28 miles 
of line, three inspectors and three 
linesmen have been found ample ; 
these, however, are tried and com- 
petent men, and hold positions of 
trust and responsibility. 

The line, as intimated, consists. 
of 28 miles! of conductors, runnin 
along the veldt to Johannesburg, 
and branching off to the various 
mines supplied on the way. 

The cables are 
three double bare 
wires of a sectional 
area of 140 sq. шш. 
per double wire, 
supported by steel 
poles 28 ft. high, 
made by the British. 
Mannesman Tube 
Co. the distance 
between poles being: 
90 ft. The line is 
wire - guarded the 
whole of the route, 
and to overcome 
self - induction and 
atmospheric effects, 
the insulators are 
so arranged as to 
give a continual 
helical twist to the 
line, the original 
position of the in- 
sulators recurring 
at every sixth pole. 

Great trouble was. 
at first experienced 
from lightning, but, 
by continual and 


Тор or BoirEBs. 


persevering experiments, a form of horn arrester has beer 
devised which has practically overcome this difficulty. 
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The line is divided into sections, connected through with 
air-break switches fixed high up on the poles. Telephone 
boxes are also installed at these points to facilitate the repair 
of faults, Faults on the line rarely occur between Brakpan 


ВопЕв House, AS ORIGINALLY ABBANGED. 


and Elandsfontein, but at this station branch lines become 
frequent and the insulation difficult to maintain. 

A high line efficiency is obtained ; the loss by leakage, 
in resistance, and in transformers has been found to be only 
7 per cent. from Brakpan to Johannesburg during the time 
of the maximum load. 

Where the line has to cross the main road, according to 
regulations this must be done at right angles, and it is 
estimated that the strain on the poles at these points exceeds 
4 tons. 

Each mine supplied is equipped with a separate trans- 
former station, where the pressure is reduced to 120 volts 
for lighting and 250 or 500 for power purposes. Access to 


BsREal SUB-STaTION, JOHANNESBURG. 


these stations is only gained by the Brakpan linesmen, the 
responsibility of the company ceasing at the low pressure 
bus-bars, which are contained in a separate compartment. 

The largest consumer is the Johannesburg Municipality, 
which obtains 800 Kw. at a pressure of 2,000 volts from a 
transformer station in Berea Street, Johannesburg. The 
station is divided into two compartments, one of which con- 
tains the company’s step-down transformers, regulators, &c., 
and the other the 2,000-volt bus-bars, switches, instrumenta, 
&c., in charge of an attendant of the municipality. 

Current at 10,000 to 12,000 volts pressure enters the 
transformer station through a double-prong air-break switch 
erected at; one end of the chamber and close to a door opening 
from the outside, access to the switch being gained from that 
door only. 


The secondary pressure of the transformers is regulated, as 
will be explained later, automatically ; under ordinary cir- 
cumstances tbere is abeolutely no need to enter the high- 
pressure chamber after the current is switched on, which 
is generally about 5 p.m. 

Installed in the transformer chamber are 
eight 100-кү. three-phase transformers, 
five of which installed at the commence- 
ment are air-cooled, the rest being of a 
new oil-insulated type, recently put down. 
They are arranged along the sides of the 
chamber, with all the high-pressure coils 
facing the centre of the room. ‘The cur- 
rent passes from the high-pressure switch 
through copper bars, all painted red, to the 
fuses arranged on frame work close to 
the floor, and thence to the transformers, 
all the primary wires thus being kept 
distinct. The secondary, or rather, the 
2,000-volt wires, are taken upwards to 
porcelain insulators arranged on beams, and 
thence through to the other chamber and 
the bus-bars belonging to the municipality. 

The contract between the Johannesburg 
Municipality and the R.C.E.W. stipulates 
that the secondary pressure shall be kept 
within 24 per cent. of 2,000 volts. To 
comply with this regulation there are 
installed in the high pressure chamber 
two regulators or equalisers. One, installed 
since the commencement, is а transformer-' 
type regulator. Connections tiade: from 
the junction of the star windirig to the cb 
of the regulator, are arranged: to edd ‘to, 
or deduct from, the bus-bar pressure td an extent of 250 volte, 
according to whether the pressure is low or high. — 

The regulator is worked automatically by a small electro- 
motor operating a cam and plunger arrangement. On the 
plunger is a spring catch, corresponding: with notches on 
the circumference of the switch hed: an electro-magnet 


AuTOMATIC PRESSURE REGULATOR, NEW ТҮРЕ. 


bringing these into contact. The magnet is in turn worked 
automatically direct from the bus-bars, through а small 
step-down transformer, and a relay instrument of Ferraris 
manufacture. When the pressure is high it operates the 
relay, closing the electro-magnet circuit, and thus bringing 
the plunger into contact with the switch. 
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The other type, recently installed, is, as will be gathered 
from the view on the opposite page, in the shape of an 
induction motor, the small motor in this case being placed 
on the top ; this, through worm-gearing, operates a crank 
turning the rotor, which moves through two right angles. 
This alters the pressure of the circuit, by raising or lowering 
the power factor of the transformers. 

The small motor of this regulator is operated similarly to 
the other, but has a distinct advantage, as in this case the 
motor runs only when required. 

The pressure here, after being transformed down to 2,000 
volts, is further reduced by the municipality in transformer 
kiosks in the streets, and on the consumers’ premises, to 
120 volta. 

Current from this transformer station is used to light 
Jeppestown, Doornfontein, Hospital Hill, Yeoville and 
Berea, suburbs of Johannesburg. Mention must also be 
made of a large store erected on the City and Suburban 
G.M. Co.'s property, where motors, transformers, and all 
electrical accessories are kept to supply mines, &с., оп the 
Johannesburg side of Elandsfontein. 

Two regulators are installed in the transformer 
stations supplying the Johaunesburg railway station and 
the Elandsfontein railway station. These stations absorb 
loads of 150 and 50 kw. respectively. 

The highest maximum load of the Brakpan works is 
2,200 Kw., and the average maximum load 1,600 Kw., the 
various mines along the route, amongst which may be men- 
tioned the following, absorbing the rest :—Coal mines at 
Brakpan, Witwatersrand Deep G.M. Co., May Consolidated 
G.M. Co., Jumpers Deep G.M. Co., Jumpers G.M. Co., 
where a large underground electric hoist is installed, «с. 

The cost of generation is about 1:54. per unit, and energy 
is supplied to consumers at various charges, arranged to be 
advantageous to both consumer and supplier. 

Our grateful acknowledgments are due to Mr. J. O. F. 
Bergsma, the acting general manager, and Mr. W. Mauss, 
the resident engineer at Brakpan, especially to the former, 
who made a special appointment with our representative to 
go out to Brakpan from Jobannesburg, and gave much 
valuable assistance in the preparation of this article. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 58.) _ 


Middlesex.—At the County Council monthly meeting on 
Thursday of last week, it was reported that the tramway agreement 
with the Metropolitan Electric Tramways, Ltd., had been practi- 
cally settled in accordance with the terms of the Council's resolu- 
tions of April 30th last. It would, however, be necessary to have a 
separate agreement with the North Metropolitan Electric Power 
Supply Co. as a security for the carrying out of the agreement with 
the first-mentioned company. A further report presented showed 
that the County of Middlesex Light  Hailways Order, 1903, 

the construction of light railways in the parishes of 

Acton, Edgeware, Edmonton, Enfield, Finchley, Friern Barnet, 
Hendon, Hornsey, Little Stanmore, Southgate, Tottenham, 
Wembley, Willesden and Wood Green, had been submitted to the 
Board of Trade for confirmation, and would probably be confirmed 
in due course. The following estimates had been submitted to the 
Council by the Finance Committee :—County of Middlesex 

Light Railways (Enfield extensions), £74,862 ; light railway from 
Whitstone to the county boundary, £10,725; County of Middlesex 
Light Railways, 1802, Order No. 1, £779,312. The Council now 
requested the Finance Committee to submit a further estimate of 
£135,000, which, added to the £864,900 already submitted, would 
make up the £1,000,000 authorised to be borrowed under the Order. 


Reading.—The Town Council purpose opening the new 
electrica! tramways on the 22nd inst. 


Wolverhampton.— Within the past few days a balance- 
sheet, showing the result of the working of the tramways during 
the past 12 months, has been prepared by the borough accountant 
(Mr. Howell) but it has not yet been officially published. How- 
ever, Mr. Alderman Craddock (depaty chairman of the Tramways 
Committee) at a municipal election meeting at the close of last 
week, stated that he had no right to make the contents of tne 
balance-sheet public, but he said the tram question waa being so 
misrepresented that it was time someone laid the real facts before 
the ratepayers. He had seen a statement in the Express and Star 
that the old horse cars used to make a profit, but their up-to-date 
electric cars were ranning at a loss. The atateroent he held in his 
hand was not his (Alderman Craddock's) but the borough ac- 
countant a, and though he was not infallible the figures could not 
lie. During the past year the figures were— 


` of the committee. Months ago he (Alderman Lew 


Horsa TaaCTION. 


` Expenditure eee ees eee ооо £5,478 15 1 
Income = ni тез s 4,654 14 0 
Loss on the working £824 1 1 


No allowance was made in these figures for interest or sinking fund 
they were the working costs only. 


ELECcTBIO TRACTION. 
Expenditure ... m з bs . . £11,670 2 10 
Income and advertisements 21.352 17 2 


Gross profit ... — ..  £8,682 14 4 


They could not depreciate the horse lines, во they charged the 
interest and sinking fund of both classes against the electric trac- 
tion. This gave— 


Loss on horse traction . £824 1 1 
Interest Р vis oes iud e: 4,953 5 10 
Binking fund... m. s ess ТА 2,226 7 6 
Reserve fund T m s -— 1972 8 1 

Loss on the year £256 13 5 


It was a huge blunder, in his opinion, to have continued the 
horse traction, but they had wiped off the loss, and that was the 
result after placing £2,000 to reserve, which they need not do. It 
may be added here that Alderman Craddock has omitted from his 
statement the sum of £436 14s. 9d. baak interest, which will make 
his figures agree. Since then Alderman Lewis, a member of the 
Tramways Committee, has also been speaking at a municipal 
election meeting, and replied to Alderman Craddock. He (Alder- 
man Lewis) asserted that the tramways undertaking was at present 
in debt to between £2,000 and £3,000; and further, if everything 
else was counted, the total indebtedness would amount to something 
like £4,000 or £5,000. He was, he said, prepared to prove that 
Alderman Oraddock’s speech did not contain an exbaustive state- 
ment of the financial condition of the tramways. His figures in 
many respects were inaccurate, and in other respects they were 
altogether illasive. Alderman Craddock had not said a word about 
depreciation and maintenance of the tram system for the year, 
which would mean nearly £2,000, nor about the fact that in the 
balance-sheet they had omitted to put down anything at all for the 
rent of the land on which the car-shed stood. As to £50 being paid 
for insurance re third parties, a little time ago a cheque for £250 
was passed, and if the Corporation had their third party risks 
properly insured £500 ought to have been put down in the balance- 
sheet. A wor ee balance-sheet was asked for long ago. It could 
have been, ought to have been, and would have been laid before the 
town if there had been anything like business is ачын in the chair 

) prophesied that 
there would be a deficit respecting the trams. When he said so, 
Alderman Craddock declared there would be a profit on the trams 
satisfactory to the ratepayers. Now, on his own admission, there 
was & loss of about £250. Proceeding, Alderman Lewis contended 
that the Act of Parliament under which the town had a right to run 
the trams said that if there was a loss upon them it must be met 
“ forthwith ” by the raising of the rate. If there was no juggling 
with figures, and if some ingenious subterfuge were not adopted for 
the hanging up of the debt incurred, the tramways would mean 2d. 
on the rates next year. 


ө 
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


American Pacific Cable.—The last connection of the 
Commercial Pacific cable was made at Honolulu on Saturday night 
last, and President Roosevelt sent a message of greeting to General 
Taft at Manila. Later, the President (at 11.25 p m.) sent a 
message westward round the world to Mr. Clarence H. Mackay, 
President of the Commercial Pacific Co., who was with Mr. Roose- 
velt at Oyster Bay. The message came back at 11.35 p.m. Mr. 
Mackay's reply to Mr. Roosevelt, which was sent eastwards around 
the globe, returned in 94 minutes. 


Brighton Telephones.—The National Telephone Co. 
have decided to impose terminal fees on calls origicated by Cor- 
poration subscribers at the maximum in the scale mentioned in the 
Corporation license, and the Corporation propose to charge 
terminal fees to the same extent that the National Telephone Co. 
charge them. 


East Dereham Telephones.—The U.. C. has appointed 
a Committee to consider the provision of a telephone system for 
the town. 


New French Cables.—In the Chamber of Deputies on 
June 29th, the Bill for the laying of cables between Brest and 
Dakar, between Madagascar, Reunion and Mauritius, and between 
Saigon, Pulo-Condor and Pontianak, was adopted, after urgency 
had bern declared for the measure. 
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Telegraphic „шарна, and Repairs :— 
CABLES., 


Latakia- -Cyprus ` " Ue ^ — € c опе 90, 1900 .. vé 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 oe ET ee ` өө Aug. 27, 1901 .. өө 
Dominica- -Martinique .. t.. es ee ee May 8, 1902 ee ee 
Bt. Lucia- Martinique . ee өө ee ee May 8, 1902 ee 


Guadeloupe-Martini ue oe ee - .. May 9, 1909 
Martinique-Puerto Р ata ee ee ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro oo ee ee ee 


8t. Lucis-Bt, Vincent . l. .. ЇЇ Sept. 19, 1902 x 


Reissa-Issa ee oe oe ee oe Oct. 22, 1902 ee oe 

Reissa-Yemani ee ee ee ee ee . Oct. 23, 1902 ee ee 

Paramaribo- Cayenne ee ee ee ее eo Feb. 21, 1908 es ee 

New York-Haiti " AR ds .. April 18, 1908 .. s 

Siteebondo-Bandlermasin re .. July 6, 190 ce 
LANDLINES. 


Dagus- Buenaventura. . June 22, 1908 .. June 25 


Wireless Telegraphy. Еа the House of Commons on 
June 80th Mr. Bonar Law told Major Seeley that it was proposed 
in the first instance to connect with shore stations by wireless 
telegraphy the following six lightships :—The East Goodwin, tbe 
they Goodwin, the Gull, the Tongue, the Sunk, and the Crcss 
бап 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


їй duh llth. The U.D.C. wants tenders for 
the installation of fire call bells. Particulars а} the Surveyor's 
Office, Town Hall. | 

Bath.—July 17th. Jet condensing plant, feed pump, 
pipe work, &c., for electricity supply extensions. See ''Official 
Notices" July 3rd. | 

Blackburn.—July 27tb. Main switchboard and acces- 
sories. See Official Notices ” to-day. 


Colne.—July 21st. Lancashire boiler, stoker, 
condenser, &c. See Official Notices to-day. 


Derby.—July 13th. Battery, balancers and boosters, 
switchboards. See “ Official Notices” July 3rd. 


Guadeloupe. — August 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until August 29th next by the municipal autborities of Point à Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 
lighting of the town. 


Hammersmith.—J uly 15th. Forty alternating current 
arc lamps, & e. See Official Notices June 26th. . 


Hammersmith.—July 21st. Electric pumping plant 
for the Borough Council. See ''Official Notices” to-day. 


Hungary.— August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until August 31st next by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
czebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 н.р. 


Ipswich.—July 14th. Electricity meters. See ** Official 
Notices” June 26th. d 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 
more electric meters. See '' Official Notices " June 12th. 


London.—August 11th. 


boards for the tramways sub-stations in Camberwell and N ew Cross. 
Bee “Official Notices " tc-day. 


New South Wales, — September 12th. Tenders are 
being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their {таш шау 
power station. 

Newport (Mon.).— July 160. The School Board are 
prepared to receive tenders for the installation of the electric 


light at S. Woolos Schools. Tenders to, and details from, John 
Hutchin, clerk to the Board. 


Pietermaritzburg,—July 29th. Six each single-deck 
bogie and double-deck single-truck cars for the Corporation. Вее 
“О ла! Notices July 3rd. 


Poplar.—July 22nd. Water softening plant for the 
workhouse. See "Official Notices" to-day. 


Portugal. — October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Preston.—July 22nd. Boiler house plant for tramways 
power station (economisers, feed heaters, and pumps). See Official 
Notices to- -Зау. 

St. Asaph.—July 16th. Electric lighting of the work- 
house and new infirmary. Details from the Master of the work- 
house. 

St. Pancras.— July 14th. 350,000. carbons (12 months’ 
supply). See Oficial Notices June 19th. 


St. Pancras.—July 14th. Electric jenny and crab. 
See “ Official Notices” June 26th. 


Servia.—July 13th. The municipal authorities of Nisch 


are inviting tendera until July 13th for the Seba p eh REDE of & 
central electric lighting station in the town. 


cable, 


500 or 


. — 


June 26th. 


Low tension feeder switch- 


Sheffield.— July 21st. 
“ Official Notices to-day. 


Npain.—July 25th. Tenders are being invited by the 
Spanish Post and Telegraph Authorities for the ‘supply: of 4 tons of 
bronze wire 2 mm. diameter, and 8 tons of copper wire 3 mm. dia- 
meter. ‘Tenders are to be sent to La Direccion General de Correos 
y Telegrafos Carretas, 10, Madrid, whence particulars may be 
obtained. 


Stepney.—J uly 21st. Pipe work, water softening plant, 
and storage tanke, for the electricity works. See Official Notices id 


Electricity meters. See 


Swindon.—July 23rd. Seven electric Cars with trucks 
and motor equipments. Bee “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Tiverton.—July 18th. Electric lighting installation 
for the borough. See " Official Notices " to-day. 


West Ham. — July 14th. — High-tension feeders and 
other cables. See “Official Notices" June 19th. 


Weymouth and Melcombe Regis.—July 19th. Boilers, 
engines and dynamos, and various other plant for electric lighting. 
See Official Notices June 26th. 


CLOSED. ; 


Battersea.—The B.C. has accepted the tender of the 
General Electric Co. (1900), Ltd., for switches, &c., at £167, aud for 
lamps at £83. Also the tender of the Weleall Electrical Co., Ltd., 
for fuse boxes at £227. An order for flexible wire has been placed 
with Messrs. W. T. Glover, Ltd. 


Bermondsey.— The B.C. received the following tenders 
on Tuesday, for a reversible booster:—Crompton & Co., Ltd. 
(accepted), £449; Lancashire Dynamo and Motor Co., Ltd., £388; 
Electric Construction Co., Ltd., No. 1 tender £612, No. 2 £685. 
The Albion Clay Co. was the successful tenderer for 9, C00 yards of 
4-in. conduits at the following prices :—2-way, 2s. 944. per yard ; 
3-way, 38. 10d.; 4-way, 4s. 10d.; 6-way, 7». 8d 


Colchester.—The T.C. on July Ist accepted the follow- 


‘ing tenders:—Henley’s Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., for cable, at 


£1,635; Klein Engineering Co., for water-cooler and tray, at £713 ; 
Messrs. Davey, Paxman & Co., for condenser pipe work, at £116, 
and exhaust range, at £225. 


Felixstowe.— The U.D.C. bas accepted the tender of 


Messers. Johnson & Phillips for the supply of arc lamps and for 
cables, the latter at £945. 


Gloucester, — A joint mecting of the Electricity and 
Tramways Committees of the City Council was held on Friday last 
week to consider tenders received in connection with the Corpora- 
tion's tramways undertaking. The report of the consulting engi- 
ncers was received, and the tender recommended to the Council for 
acceptance for the power station (excluding the enlargement of 
buildings) was £7,042 16s. The tender decided upon for the whole 
of the outside work, as distinct from tbe genersting station, was 
£69,104 78. 7d., and does not include the enlargement of the car- 
shed in Bristol Road. 


Islington.—On Friday of last week second revised 
tenders were received by the Borovgh Council for the extension of 
mains in the Canonbury district. ‘lhe tenders, original and revised, 
were as follows:—Anchor Cable Co, Ltd., original tender, £5,161, 
firat revised tender, £6,117, second revised tender, £5,710; Western 
Electric Co., original tender, £5,197, first revised tender, £5,373, 
second revised tender, £5,408; W. I. Glover & Co., Ltd., original 
tender, £5,531, first revised tender, £5,615, second ‘revised tender, 
£5,650 ; British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd., original tender, 
£6,143, second revised tenüer, £5,351; St. Helens Cable Co., 
Ltd., original tender, £6,145, second revised tender, £6,151; 
Callender's Cable Construction Co., Ltd., original teuder, £6, 435, 
second revised tender, £6,27 2; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd , origiual 
tender, £6,539, second revised tender, 46, 205; ; Henley з Telegraph 
Works Co., Ltd., origioal tender, £6 ,556, second revised tender, 
45,273; W. F. Dennis & Co., original tender (No. 1j, £7,013, 


| original tender (No. 2), £7,177, second revised tender, £6,315. The 


second revised tender of the British Insulated and Helsby Cables, 
Ltd., at £5,551 was accepted, and a motion for the sealing of the 
contract was passed. The Electric Lighting Committee again 
brought up a recommendation (referred back by the Council at the 
last meeting) that a contract be sealed with the Electrical Сог - 
struction Co., Ltd., fur the supply of 37 30-K w. transformers for 
£2,966 10s. 6d. After discussion the recommendation was agreed to. 


Leith.—The Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, 
Ltd., bas placed an order for опе 100-K w. engine, and a Mather and 
Platt generator for its Leith branch, with Messrs James Howden 
and Co., Glasgow. For the Rishton Paper Milla, of Messra. A. М. 
Peebles & Son, Ltd , Messrs. Mather & Platt, Ltd., have placed an 
order for one compound engine of 300-н.р. in co anection ше the 
electrical equipment, with Mesars. J. Howden & Co. 


London.—The L.C.C. has accepted the tender of Kirk 
and Randall, amounting to £29,434, for the erection of the second 
portion of the Clapham car-shed. 


Rochdale.— The following tenders Luve been accepted 
by the Т.С, for the tramway s: — Messrs. J. G. White & Со; Ltd., 
for overhead line equipment, at £21,620; -Lorain Steel Со.;- for 
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points and crossings for special work, entrance to car-shed, rails, 
and fisbplates, at £2,587; Hadfield’s Steel Foundry Co., Ltd., for 
points and crossings for the general track, at £5,322. 


Stepney.—The Lighting Committee of Stepney Borough 
Council bas received the following tenders:—For supplying carbons 
for the year ending June 30th, 1904, Messrs. Johnson & Phillips 
(recommended), £264; G. Braulik, £266; Crompton & Co, Ltd, 
£266; Sloan Electrical Co., Ltd., £266; General Electric Co., Ltd., 
£289. For supplying meters for 12 months—up to 10 amperes, 
Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd.. (recommended), £331; Ferranti, 
Ltd., £337 10s ; Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd., £400. Above 
10 amperes, Messrs. Ferranti; Ltd: (recommended), £534; Chamber- 
Jain & Hookham, Ltd. £635; Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
£680. For supplying demand indicators for the year—Reason 
Manufacturing Co. (recommended), £615; General Electric Co. 
(1900), Ltd., £660. Eight tenders for meters and four for demand 
indicators were rejected as not complying with the specifications. 


9 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, July 13th.—At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Special general 
meeting of the Fellows at the Royal College of 
Science, South Kensington, to pass a special resolution 
relating to the articles of association. 

Wednesday, July 15tb, and three following days.— Convention of 
the Municipal Electrical Association at Sunder- 
land, ёе. 


P d 


ADDENDUM TO ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS 
LIST. 


SaLrorp.— Miles of track, 53, mostly double. Annual car-mileage, 
3,380,590; pase. carried, 28,150,675. Cost per car-mile, 
7 44d.; ratio of expenses to receipts, 72:470). Energy 
purchased from Electricity Committee at 2d. per unit. 


NOTES. 


Grimsby's Refuse Destructor.— After many years of 
consideration, during which tbe members of the Works Committee 
have visited many towns to inspect various types of refuse 
destructors, the Borough of Grimsby is at last in a position to deal 
with the town’s refuse in a sanitary and scientific manner. A four- 
cell Horsfall! destructor has been erecied, capable of dealing with 
40 tons of refuse per day, at a total cost of about £10,000. This 
fgure includes the crusher and mortar mill and offices. The drying 
fires were lighted on April 20th, and the destruction of refuse 
began on May 116. The furnsces are of the Horsfall standard 
type, with top feed. A clinker conveyer is fixed in front of the 
furnaces, by means of which the clinker is conveyed to the crusher 
bouse, where crushers and mortar-making machinery are fixed. A 
Babcock- Wilcox boiler is fixed in conjunction with the destructor, 
the steam from which will drive the motor-making machinery, and 
if there is any «urplus it wil), no doubt, be used in the adjoining 
electricity works. A centrifugal dust-catcher, a speciality of the 
Horsfall Co., is fixed near the chimney, and space is left for an 
economiser and a second boiler, which will be fixed when the elec- 
tricity works requires extensions. We wish sucoess to the venture, 
and are glad to find that no absurd claims are put forward as to 
steam-raisiog. : 


Obituary.—The death took place on Sunday last of Мг: 
G. H. Robertaon, who will be remembered by many of our readers 
for his work on the Chemistry of Secondary Batteries,” the main 
results òf which were embodied in papers read before the Royal 
Society in June, 1891. Mr. Robertson,. who was the son of a dis- 
tinguished Indian officer, began life in the Army, but was compelled 
to resign his commission after a few years on account of ill health. 
He then (1885) took up electrical. engineering and electro-chemistry, 
and studied under the late Mr. W. Laut Carpenter and Profs. 
Ayrton aud Armstrong. Ia the spring of 1892 he was elected 
registrar and secretary of the Institute of Chemistry, but in 1894 
illness brought on blindness, and once again an active career had to 
be given up. There was a strong veiu of originality in Mr. 
Robsrteon, and had he only been given the ordinary allowance of 
physical well-being, he would undoubtedly have made further 
valuable additions to our electro-chemical knowledge. 


Our National Trade.—The membera of the Committee 


which has been appointed for the purpose of inquiring into the 
position and duties of the various Government departments, with 
the view of consolidating the commercial and trade futeresta of the 
country in one department, are :—Lord Jersey (chairman), Sir J. 
Gor n, Bir J. Mackay, Bir C. Ryan. There is to be one other member, 
and his name will be арпопоеей shortly. | 


Personal.— Mr. David Martin, late assistant and. interim 
works manager of Messrs, Ferranti’s switch department, has 
been appointed manager of the Electrical Trades Supply, Ltd., 
Birmingham. Before leaving he was made the recipient of many 


useful presents and congratulatory wishes. 


The Chester and North Wales District staff of the National Tele- 
phone Со. have presented a carved polished oak spirit frame, 
mounted with electro-silver, and three etchings of old Chester, to 
Mr. Lowe, late manager of the district, on his departure for 
London. Mr. Lowe is succeeded at Chester by Mr. Stirling. . 

. The South-West Lancashire staff of the National Telephone Co. 


have presented a fitted travelling bag and fitted dressing case to 


Mr. F. J. Gerrard, chief electrician, on his departure to take up a 
position with the company in London. | 

Bir Samuel Canning's address is now Dashwood House, New Broad 
Street, Ю.С. 

Mr. J. B. Peace, M.A., Emmanuel College, has been appointed 
Lecturer in Electrical Engineering at Cambridge, for five years from 
midsummer, 1903. | 

The staff of the Sheffield Corporation Electric Tramways have 
presented a case of cutlery to Mr. A. A. Alton on his marriage. 


B.E.T. Annual Sports.—On Saturday, July 4th, the 
B.E.T. annual sports were beld for the third year in succession on 
the club ground at Wormholt Farm, Shepherd's Bush, and some very 
keenly contested races were witnessed by a large assemblage, who 
fully appreciated the high standard of athletics which was main- 
tained in the different events. Apart from the general amusement 
eauted by such contests as the sack race, potato race, and three-legged 
race, great interest was shown in those eventa which counted in the 
competition for the very handsome chalienge cup 1 to the 
club by Mr. E. Garcke; this was won by Mr. A. Stagg, who 
showed himself a very good all-round athlete, though he was closely 
pressed by the other competitors in some of his races. The most 
sporting event was undoubtedly the 100-yards handicap veteran’s 
race, which resulted in one of the closest finishes of the day. An 
excellent programme of music was performed by the “T” Division 
Police Band, eight of whom subsequently engaged in a tug-of-war 
with ten of the B.E.T. staff, who proved victorious, amid loud 
cheers. The prizes, which were presented by various donors, 
were then distributed by Mrs. E. Garcke, to whom a hearty vote of 
thanks was carried by acclamation. After sundry other cheers in 
honour of various sports officials, the function terminated, and the 
performers and spectators alike departed after a most enjoyable 
afternoon. 


Physical Society.—The meeting of June 26th (Dr. 
R. T. Glazebrook, F.R.S., president, in the chair) was held by 
invitation of Dr. Waller, in the Physiological Laboratory, 
University of London. Dr. Waller gave a demonstration of “The 
Effect of Light on Green Leaves.” The effect of light is to produce 
a current (of an E. M. F. of the order of 0°01 volt), at first from thc 
illuminated to the dark parts in the leaf, and later (or as au after 
effect) from dark to illuminated. These currents are apparently ап 
index of two opposite processes in the leaf, ., dissimilation aud 
assimilation, and givo very close analogies to the analogous pro- 
cesses in animal tissues (c.g , Nerves). Dr. Waller also demonstrated 
the Blaze” currents in animal and vegetable tissues, These aro 
seen when a strong exciting curregt (such as an induction-shock of 
sufficient voltage) is led through a pair of non-polarisable elec- 
trodes, and these are then connected witb a galvanometer. An 
electrical response (of greater energy than the exciting current) is 
given in the reverse direction to the ordinary polarisation counter- 
currents. Dr. Waller aleo showed two methods for the quantitative 
estimation of chloroform vapour in air. Dr. N. Н. Alcock exhibited 
a method of determining the temperature limits of nerve activity in 
warm-blooded and cold-blooded animals. 


Correction.—Jn our report last week of the proceedings in 
connection with the Sheffield Corporation Bill, for “Mr. Hassett,” 
read “Mr. R. P. Blennerhassett, K.C.," who was counsel for thc 
petitioners, with Mr. M. O'Sullivan as junior. 


New Magnetic Observatory.—In regard to the in- 
tended removal of the magnetic observatory from Kew Gardens, on 
account of the instruments being disturbed by electric traction, it is 
understood that negotiations have been practically concluded with 
the Duke of Buccleuch for acquiring a piece of ground on the farm 
of Cassock, in the parish of Eskdalemuir, about fifteen miles above 
Langholm. It is not intended, it appears, to do the ordinary com- 
mercial work connected with the Kew Observatory at Eskdalemuir. 
The regulation of ship’s compasse:, &c., will be done in London as 
usual, but in regard to earth currents and seismographic observations 
generally they will be made at the new institution. Toe new site 
is 15 miles from any railway. 


International Fire Prevention Congress. — During 
the past week tbe above Congress, convened by the executive of 
the British Fire Prevention Committee, has been holding its meet- 
ings, with headquarters at the Caxton Hall, Westminster. Oa 
Monday last the formal opening of the Congress was performed in the 
Empress Theatre, Earl's Court, by the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor of 
London, and following tbat during the remainder of the week were 
sectional meetings, luncheons, receptions and fetes, ad libh. At tho 
sectional meetings papers were read on “ Building Construction апа 
Equipment," Electrical Safeguards and Fire Alarms,” "Tne 
Storage of Oils, and Spontaneous Combustion,” “Fire Survey and 
Fire Patrols,” ‘‘ Fire Losses and Insurance," and “Fire Tests and 
Standardisation.” Papers of electrical interest were read by 
Messrs. Alex. Siemens, G. Н. Ostway, E. C. de Segundo, Hip. Cazier, 
and Alfréd Hands, a digest df which will appear in our next issue 


eed 
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Experimental Boiler Testing.—The description of the 
experimental boiler given to the Ohio University serves to remind 
one that it is by no means necessary for the purposes of the student 
that the plant they test should be particularly high class. College 

rofessors make the huge mistake of aiming at records. They strive 
or some record evaporative performance, throw into the face of a 
gaping world impossible efficiencies and expect figures to be 
swallowed which trench dangerously on the verge of 100 per cent. 
Everyone, except a few of their students, knows their figures to be 
unreliable and strained. The worst of it is that a false standard is 
set up, and makers of patented apparatus feel agerieved when their 
products do not show the same exceptional and impossible figures. 
When the professor doffs his gown and ascends to the region of the 
practical, he is apt to bring with him his inflated percentages, and 
comparative testing work goes to that engineer who will swear to 
the most impossible figures. The whole system is pernicious, and it 
ie really very questionable if students benefit much by testing 
college plant with its all ways round multiple systems of connecting 
up that are not met with in practice. A commoner type of plant 
and makeshift methods carried out by the students themselves 
would give them better ideas of actual conditions. In the plant at 
Ohio University, described by Mr. Hitchcock to the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, we find a form of furnace that is 
somewhat uncommon onthisside. It isstyled the Dutch oven, and 
consists simply of what we should here call an external furnace to 
a water-tube boiler, of such a design that the firebrick arch over the 
grate extends beyond the grate, and so far the style of furnace is 
good, though immediately beyond the arch the gases pass directly 
between the tubes overhead, though they might, we think, with 
advantage have been carried further back so as to travel parallel 
with the tubes on their return path. Evaporative tests have been 
rather overdone; combustion tests have been neglected. What is 
wanted is a series of tests on furnace arrangements, especially 
in respect of the proportion of firebrick employed, the thick- 
ness of fires and so on in relation to draught intensity and 
the result in percentage of CO, absence of smoke and final or flue 
temperature. Many teste might be made which need not take account 
of evaporation. The paper gives a very complete record of the 
method of testing employed and of the apparatus used, but does not 
tell if the resulte were obtained with or without smoke formation, 
though itis notable that a 46 per cent. in one case gave a percentage 
of carbonic oxide double that which resulted from an excess of 66 
per cent. and treble that due to 89 per cent. of excers air, figures 
which point possibly to insufficient mixture or too rapid cooling, or 
both. In the long run, however, the trial with the smallest excess 
of air gave the higbest evaporation. 


Bolt Stresses.—A paper on the stresses due to tighten- 
ing up bolts, such as that presented by Mr. Bement to the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, might be amplified very consider- 
ably had anyone made notes of breakages. An ordinary nut and 
bolt form a very powerful combination, and many erectors and 
fitters do not seem to realise the power they exert. They are far 
too apt to screw things up unnecessarily tight. Cylinder and valve 
chest covers only need to be tight enough not to leak at maximum 
pressure. Nuts ought to run easily on their bolts, so that they can 
be tightened close by hand, and made firm with a short key and 
gentle pressure. Then, when the engine is started, should steam 
blow, a firmer pressure must be gradually put on—not too much at 
оре time on any one bolt, but a bit at a time all round, without 
excess on any. A bolt ought to be called upon to bear as little as 
possible beyond the steam pressure stress. "There is no reason 
to-day why cylinder flanges should be made to overhang the joint 
circle without contact. The outer circumference ofa pair of abutting 
flanges ought to be a trifle slack, so that the stress of screwing up 
may be greatest on the joint strip, but the amount of closure possible 
to the bolts ought not to exceed a minute fraction. It should not 
be such as to endanger the angle of the flange by bolt pressure. 
Stresses of erection and fitting up are often far in excess of what is 
necessary. 


Marriage.—Mr. С. W. Bentley, resident engineer and 
recretary of the Alderley Edge and Wilmslow Electric Sapply Co., 


was married to Miss Sallie G. Bell, of South Shields, on Tuesday 
last week. 


The Patent Exploitation Case.— From the announce- 
ment which appears among our advertisement pages to-day, it will 
be seen tbat the Patent Exploitation, Ltd., is appealing from the 
recent decision of Mr. Justice Buckley. 


London County Council.—The Council at its meeting 
on Tuesday decided to advance £3,019 to the Battersea Borough 


Council for the purchase of additional electric lighting plant. An 


expenditure of £150 was sanctioned for the purpose of allowing the 
chief engineer to visit America to inspect the tramway subway and 
Burface tramway works in New York and other cities. 


Appointments Vacant. — Engineer-in-charge for 
Wimbledon (£78); draughtsman for the Blackburn mains depart- 
ment; cable jointers for Durban (153. per day); shift engineer for 
Tunbridge Wells; two pupils for Southwark electricity works; 
tramways inspector for Birkenhead (35s.); switchboard attendant 
for Burnley (£78); assistant to the secretary of the I. E. E. (£200); 
assistant electrical engineer for Bray (£80); demonstrator in elec- 
trical engineering for Manchester Municipal School of Technology 
(4120). See Official Notices to-day. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Our of 72 applicants, the Electric Lighting Committee of Battersea 
Borough Council has appointed Mr. T. BENNETT, of Bedford, shift 
engineer. 

The employés at Montrose Electricity Works went for a walking 
match round the Basin on Friday last. | | 

Mr. HARRY WEBBER, of the Dover Electricity Supply Co., Ltd., 
is the successful candidate for the 4 of chief assistant engi- 
neer at the Hastings Corporation Electricity Works. 

Consequent upon Mr. J. B. Monaan, superintendent of mains, 
securing the appointment of electrical engineer at Horsham, Wor- 
cester T.C. has made the following promotions on the Electricity 
Works staff : —Mr. T. BIRRELL, chief assistant engineer, to be mains 
superintendent at £135 per annum; Mr. A. B. Cops, second engi- 
neer, to be chief assistant engineer at £120; Mr. B. BUBDICE, 
assistant engineer, to be second engineer at £90. 

Councillor Grey, the chairman of the Burnley Electricity 
Committee, took the employ és of the electricity department for an- 
outing on July 2nd. The party went by coach to Higher Hodder 
Bridge, and dinner at the inn was followed by a cricket match 
between the Staff v. The Rest." 

The Birmingham Sub Committee appointed to select an engineer 
to succeed Mr. J. C. Vauprey, has, after interviewing several 
gentlemen, reduced the list to four. The four hail from 
Belfast, Bradford, Chester and York respectively, aud the final vote 
was to take place on Wednesday. 

The salary of the resident electrical engineer at Edinburgh has 
bsen increa:ed from £750 to £850 per annum. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Sprinkler Co., Ltd. (77,753).—This company was registered 
on June 18th, with a capital of £16,000 in EI shares (10,000 preference), to 
acquire any mechanical engineering, electrics) or chemical device or process 
for preventing, detecting or extinguishing fires, to manufacture and deal in 
machines, apparatus and appliances. &c. The first subscribers are :—W. Helli- 
well, 51, Aldermanbury, E.C., solicitor, 4 shares ; 8. H. Cairns, 85, Conyers Road, 
Streatham, solicitor, 1 share; Н. W. Patey, 12, Finsbury Square, E.C., solicitor, 
lsbare; A. Patey, 42, Finsbury Square, B. C., solicitor, 1 share; A. N. Scott, 18, 
Ironmonger Lane, E C., chartered accountant, 1 share; L. O. Huggins, 18, 
Ironmonger Lane, E.C., chartered accountant, 1 share; and М. L. Scott, 20, 
Ironmonger Lane, E.C., engineer, 1 share. No initial public issue, Table 
„A mainly applies. 


Uddington District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (77,856.)— 
This company was registered on June 27th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, 
to carry on, in Bothwell, Co, Lanark, the business of electricians, mechanical 
engineers, and рыз of electric light in all its branches. The first sub- 
BCribers (each with one share) sre:—T. Trimmell, 27, Cannon Street, E. C., 
solicitor; A. Clements, 83, Cannon Street, E.C., secretary; C. Collins, 69, Clifton 
Crescent, Peckham, B. E., clerk; J. Gray, 58, Comeragh Road, West Kensington, 
ре agent; A. J. Tanner. Tobermory, Bounds Green Road, New Southgate, 

. gentlemen; A. C. Lewis, 83, Cannon Street, E.C., director; and G. H. Kück, 
106, Grove Lane, Denmark Hill, S.E., clerk. No initial public issue. Regis- 
ка without articles of association. Registered offices, 83, Cannon Btrcct, 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


London and Provincial Electric Construction Co., Ltd. 
(69,816).—A mortgage or charge dated May 26th, 1908, to secure £500, charged 
on the company’s шеп оң and property, including uncalled capital (such 
charge on capital to be a floating security, and subject to any otber charges to 
secure not more than £8,000), has been registered, Holder: W. H. Halford, 
86, Cornhill, E.C. 


Penarth Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (52,912). This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on May 18th, when 3,600 "A" shares had been 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £50,000, in 2,500 '* A" and 2,500 “ B ” shares 
of £10 each. £8 has been called up on 2,449 shares and £1 on one share, result- 
ing in the receipt of £19,993. No mortgages or charges. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., Ltd. (6,739 C.).— This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on April doth, when 12,981 ordinary and 6,000 
preference shares had been taken up out of в nominal capital of £95,000, in 
13,000 ordinary and 6,000 preference shares of £5 each. £5 per share has been 
called up, resulting in the receipt of £94,655. Mortgages and charges: £30,000 
43 per cent. debentures, redeemable June, 1914. 


London and Provincial Electric Construction Co., Ltd. 
(64,816).— A memorandum of satisfaction in full of a charge dated June 23rd, 
1902, securing £150, has been filed. 


Monorail Portable Railway Co., Ltd. (59,074).—A memo- 
randum of satisfaction to the extent of £200 of first debentures, and to the 
extent of 41,100 of second debentures, dated April 23rd, 1902, securing 
£2,666 13s. 4d. and £5,333 6s. 8d. respectively, bas been filed. Previous satis- 
factions registered : first debentures, £400; second debentures, £2,900. 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Syndi- 
cate, Ltd. (69,618).—A charge dated May 26th, 1908, to secure £2,400, charged on 
the company's property, subject to charge to the Nottingham and Nottingbam- 
shire Bank, has been registered. Holders: G. H. B. Glasier, 7, 8t. James's 
Street, S. W.; J. T. McCraith, J. P., Park Valley, Nottingham; E. H. Fraser, 
J.P., Wellington House, Nottingham; J. W. Thackeray, College Hill, Notting- 
ham; and T. H. Jackson, The Manor House, Birkenhead. 


Renewable Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. (65,144). — Issue on 
June 9th of £500 second debentures, part of a series created April 2nd, 1903, to 
secure £1,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. No trustees., No previous issue of same 
Series. 


Frank Suter & Co., Ltd. (57,193) —This company’s annual 
return was filed on May 28rd, when 2,050 preference and 18,404 ordinary share« 
had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £20,000 in 6,560 preference and 
£138,500 ordinary shares of £1 each. EI per share has been called up on 9,050 
preference and 3,404 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt of £6,404. 10,000 
ordinary shares are considered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges, £7,000, 


- 
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Folkestone Electriel Supply Co., Ltd. (51,825).— This 
company's annual return was filed on April 94th, when 15,000 shares had beon 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £100,000 in 20,000 shares of £5 each. £5 
per share has been called up on 10,000 and £2 on 5,000 shares, resulting in the 
receipt of £60,000. Mortgages and charges, £50,000. 


‚ Evershed & Vignoles, Ltd. (43,206).—This company’s annual 
return was filed on May 6th, when 2,200 shares had been taken up ont of a 
nominal capital of £80,000 in 8,000 shares of £10 each. £10 per share bas been 
called up on 1,618 and £7 10s. on 582 shares, resulting in the receipt of £20,515. 
Mortgages and charges, £12,000 


Guildford Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. (36,725).—Iseue on 
May 26th of £400 debentures, part of & series created November 19th, 1900, to 
secure £15,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of 
same series: £13,400. 


Kent Electric Power Syndicate, Ltd. (72,742).—An agree- 
ment and charge dated May 21st, ‚ to secure £1,500, charged on the com- 
peny's nnissued and increased ene and its undertakings and assete, present 
and future, has been registered. Holders: Lord Avebury, A. J. Robarts, 
W. C. Curtis, H. J. Lubbock, C. Chaplin, T. E. Robarts, the Hon. J. B. 
Lubbock, and G. C. Curtis, all of 15, Lombard Street, E.C. 


Longstreths, Ltd., Electricians, London (04,823).— £500 second 
debentures, created May 28th and dated June 10th, 1908, charged on the com- 
pany's property, present and future, including uncalled capital (subject to any 
ouran ing mongage debentures issued in 1901, and to any debentures sub- 
sequently issued in accordance with Condition 14), have been registered. No 
trustees. One £100 debenture of this series issued to A. Baker. 


Rosling & Fynn, Ltd., Electrical Engineers, Bradford (66,319). 
—А memorandum of Satisfaction in full of a trust deed securing £9,500 has 
n filed. 


Aberystwyth and Chiswick Electricity Supply Corporation, 
Ltd. (88, 851).— Issue on May 27th of £5(0 debentures, part of a series created by 
resolutions of November 2nd, 1900, and May 8th, 1901, to secure £50,000, charged 
on the company’s undertaking and property, present and future, including un- 
called capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same series: £27,500. 


Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co., Ltd. (4,710 C).—This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on May 20th, when the entire capital of £220,(00, 
in 16,000 ordinary and 6,000 preference shares of £1 each, had been taken up 
and paid for in full. No mortgages or cbarges. 


Indo-European Telegraph Co., Ltd. (3,953).—This company's . 
y 90th, 


annual return was filed on Ma when 17,000 shares had been taken up out 
of a nominal capital of £450,000, in 18, 00 shares of £25 each. 4426, 000 has 
been paid. No mortgages or charges. 


West Coast of America Telegraph Co., Ltd. (52,114).— This 
company's annual return was filed on May 2ist, when 45,008 shares bad been 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £182,520, in 68,009 shares of £2 10s. each; 
#2 10s. been called up on 8 shares, resulting in the receipt of £20; £112,500 
is considered as paid on 45,000 shares. Mortgages and charges: £170,000. 


Hartlepool Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. (49,734). —This com- 
y's annual return was filed on May 5th, when the entire capital of £100,000, 
5,000 ordinary and 5,000 preference shares of £10 each, had been taken up. 
£10 per share has been called up on the ordinary and £8 7s. per share on the 
preference shares, resulting in the receipt of £66,750. No mortgages or charges. 


General Electrie Tramways Co., Ltd. (43,428). This com- 
e 


y's annual return was filed on May 5th, when the entire capital of £18,500, 


in d s had been taken up and paid for in full Mortgages and charges: | 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. . 


Tue returns for the eighth year's working of 


Sunderland the electricity department of tbe Borough of 
Corporation Sunderland bear evidence of steady progress 
Electricity both in the matter of output, and in what is 
Department. perhaps of greater importance, the ability to 


satisfactorily deal with the growing power 
load, which on the banks of the Wear may easily eclipse the tram- 
way and lighting supply during the next few years. It is, in fact, 


due to the recent large works extensions that the department finds 


itself faced with a deficit on the year's accounts. Three 1,100-H P, 
three-phase generators and additional boiler plaat is being installed 
at the Hylton Road station, and sub-stations are being erected in 
proximity to the engineering and shipbuilding yards. Mr. John 
F. C. Snell is the borough electrical and tramways engineer. 
GENERAL STATEMENT. 
For year ending March 81st— 1902, 1908. Inc. 


Total capital expended t .. £197,282 £225,996 £98,714 
Number of units sold $us .. 2,375,557 2,848,283 472,726 


Equivalent number of 8-c.P. lamps 66,932 82,653 15,721 

Number of public lamps ... ка 60 157 97 
Number and horse- power of motors 99 140 47 

*= 637 н.р. = 927 H.P. = 290 Н.Р. 

Maximum load in kilowatts E 1,640 2,165 525 

Ветерина Gross revenue ese £26,578 £91,925 £4,747 

Account. „ expenditure ... £15,212 £18,509 43, 297 

> fit ... .. £11,866 £12,816 £1,450 

Average price obtained per unit ... 2 64d. 2:60d. — 04d. 


It will be noted that the average price obtained per unit remains 
practically unaltered. and, compared with the previous year, motive 


power and public lighting units show increased percentages, while 


tramways show a slightly decreased percentage of the total supply. 
The relative numbers of units supplied during the past two years are 
as follows :— | 


Publio 


Year. ^ Lighting. Motors. | Tramways. | lighting. Total. 
1902.... 805,016 | 197,121 1, 232,910 140,500 | 2,375,657 
1903... 917,868 | 299,855 | 1,385,660 295,400 | 2,848,283 


The prices charged are, for private lighting, 5d. and 23d. per 
unit; power, 24d. per unit, with discounts down to Id.; publio 
arc lamps, £16 per annum. | 

The works costs show a fractional increase over the previous year, 
due to temporary causes. The item for coal shows a satisfactory 
decrease of 14d. per unit; this is, however, neutralised by increased 
repairs, wages and taxes items, due to running two stations, and to 
some building alterations charged to revenue, | 


REVENUE STATEMBNT. 


192. 1903. 
Grose. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 


By sale of energy 26,176 2°64d. £30,835 2:604 — 04d. 
Meter rentals, &c. sais 402 04d. 490 04d. 00d. 
| Gross revenue .. £26,578 2684. £31,325 2:644 —044. 


WORKING EXPENSES. 


1902, 1903. 

Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 

Coal ee ee oe ee ee £7,194 "78d. £7,007 "59d. тг, Ёма. 
Oil, waste, water,and engine room 

stores zo ss КЕ .. 699 Od. во ‘07d. 00d. 
Wages inourred in generation and 
istribution, and attending pub- 

lic lamps is КЕ 92 .. 2,836 19d. 2,627 22d. ‘03d, 
Maintenance and repairs of plant, 


machinery, mains, &o., and public t 
lamps .. vu 48 se 1,212 12d. 2,655 22d. 10d. 
Works and distribution costs £11,441 1-а. £18,009  1:10d. — ‘Old. 
Rent, rates and taxes EN ee 1,470 15d. 2,628 *22d. Od. 
Management and general expenses, 
salarles of engineer and olerical ` 
staff, stationery, printing, law 
and insurance a ae ee 2,301 d. 2,788 “28d. — 04d. 
Total works costs. £15,212 1:584. £18,508 1:554, — 02d 
PROFIT STaTEMENT. 
1902. 1903. 
Interest on loans 006 eee #00 £4,685 £6,756 
Sinking fund  ... ue ез ... 4,748 6,460 
Balance on year’s working 1,938 — 400 
£11,366 £12,816 


During the year the department earned a gross profit of £12,816, 
which was, however, insufficient to meet the increased financial 
charges consequent on the large extensions, and a deficit of £400 
resulted. As, however, the department has earned large surpluses 
during the four previous years, and is entering on the most 
profitable class of business, the deficit is of small moment. 


CITY NOTES. 


British Aluminium Co. 


Ма. J. D. BONNER presided at the meeting of this company on 
Tuesday at Winchester House. In moving the adoption of the 
report, he raid that considerable progress had been made in over-- 
coming the difficulties which beset the company 12 months ago. 
Although, owing to tke circumstances of the company, last year's 
trading had to bear an abnormal expenditure of some £2,000, the 
rofit was some 60 per cent. greater than in the previous year. 
That was the more satisfactory, having regard to the fact that the 
improvement in the business only became | gressus in the second 
half of the year. The improvement had been more than fully 
sustained during the current year. The suspense account still stood 
at some £80,000, the total adjustments having only had the effect of 
reducing the original figure by some £250. "They proposed dealing 


with the suspense account as a whole a little later on. The demand 


for the metal continued satisfactory throughout the world. So far 
as their own market was concerned, their sales this year had been 
very materially in excess of those in the corresponding period of 
last year, and, moreover, that increase had been well distributed 
over all sections of the business There had consequently been a 
material reduction in the amount of metal accumulated in stock. 
Two years ago the amount of stock was equivalent to more than two 
years’ total of the sales then being effected, while to-day, owing to 
the improvement in sales and reduction in stock having gone on 
simultaneously, they had now less than a nine months’ supply on 
hand at the rate at which they were now selling. They, how- 
ever, thought that, as a matter of policy, they should always 
have considerable reserve of stock, and they had, therefore, 
decided to increase the production at Foyers as soon as 
the n furnaces could be erected. It was hoped 
that these would be ready late in the coming autumn; but at 
all evente, it was practically certain that before the end of the year 
& material increase in production would be assured. That increased 
production, would, of course, involve consumption of a larger quan- 
tity of alumina and carbon; consequently, as the alumina works at 
Larne, and the carbon works, were only sufficient to meet the require- 
ments of present customers, they had no alternative but to proceed 
with the extension of those works also, and steps were already 
being taken to that end. The quality of the aluminium which they 
were now producing was exceedingly | the average for the year 
being about 90:4 per cent. purity. garding the understanding 
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which . existed between this company aud the otber aluminium 
producers, the revision of the basis terms of that understand- 
ing was arranged at a conference which took place early in 
the present year. They did not succeed in obtaining all 
what they considered they were entitled to; but they recog- 
nised that there was an evident desire to meet their wishes, 
and tbey decided, therefore, to content themselves for the 
present with the concessions which they accepted. The new 
arrangement took effect as from January 1st last, and the profits for 
the current year would be favourably affected by it. A consider- 
able reduction bad been effected in the cost of manufacture of car- 
bide. They hoped that the cost might be still further reduced, and 
therefore they had resolved to continue its production, in the hope 
that the market price would enable them to earn a reasonable 
proit. Consequently the whole of their present available water 
power would be utilised, and as it was possible that later 
on further power might be required for the production of alu- 
minium, the board had decided to proceed with the erection 
of two more dynamos. That step, with the accompanying 
necessary works, would involve an outlay of nearly £15,000, but 
the expenditure would be extended over a period of not less than 
18 months, which would be required for the completion of the 
work. They would also have to increase the housing accommoda- 
tion for the larger number of workmen employed at Foyers. All 
of those extensions would involve them in an outlay of uot far 
short of £40,000, but the board hoped that the improved ' position 
of the business would enable this sum to be provided. from the 
internal resources of the company. They hoped to be able to pro- 
vide the whole of it without making any fresh issue of capital or 
increasing the debenture debt. Under the arrangement made with 
the debenture stockholders, the directors had the right to ask their 
trustee to postpone tbe payment of the interest on the debenture 
stock for a further period of 12 months, but having considered all 
the circumstances of the case the board had decided not to & licit 
that concess ion 

Mr. WoLFENDEN seconded the resolution, which was adopted 
unanimously. i 

Mr. Rocer WALLACE, K. C., proposed the re-election of Lord 
Kelvin and Mr. R. Heath as directors. This was carried unani- 
mously, and | | ö | f 

Lord KELVIN, in thanking the meeting for his re-election, said he 
felt that the work was in good hands now, and there was every 
prospect of great improvement in the fature. 

The auditors having been re-elected, a vote of thanks to the 
chairman closed the meeting. 


New General Traction Co. 

Tn seventh annual meeting of the shareholders of the above com- 
pany was held on 2nd inst.at Salisbury House, London Wall, Baron 
E. B. D'Erlanger presiding. - | E 

The CHAIBXMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that 
the substance of it might not be all that they hoped for, but 
they had endeavoured to meet the wishes expressed by teveral of 
the shareholders last year for fuller information. The accounts 
called for very little comment. They had made a gross profit of 
£17,299 118. 1d. £8,365 183. 10d. of that amount bad been derived 
from income on tramways or dividends on securities held by the 
company, and of the balance of £3,931 4s. 9d., £8,100 was construc- 
tion profit. After deducting from tbe gross profit the general 
expenses, interest on loans and debenture charges, there remained 
a net, profit of £2,521, and adding that amount to the £11,662 3s. 94. 
unappropriated balance of last year, thc amount standing to the credit 
of the profit and loss account at the close of the year was £14,183 
Зв. 114. Considering the bad times through which the company 
had passed, and from which it might be said to be only just 
emerging. he thought they would concur with the board, that it 
would not be prudent or wise to distribute that money, and there- 
fore they recommended that it should be carried forward to the 
next account. A new item in the balance-sheet was an amount of 
£40,150 6 per cent. loan secured, which represented a portion of 


the loan of £54,000 which they authorised last year, the remainder 


having been called up since the date to which the accounts were 
made up. Passing on to speak of the prospects of the individual 
companies in which the company was interested, he eaid the sbare- 
holders would have not.ced that the company was being gradually 
converted by the force of circumstances from a construction to a 
trust company. Their interest in the Dovglas Co. bad not varied 
they owned £12,262 in 7 per cent. preference shares and £9.668 in 
ordinary shares, which last year earned them a dividend of 6 per 
cent. The season last ycar was a bad one, and he was glad to say 
that so far this year they had been much better, and they looked 
forward to good dividends if the weather continued as it was at 
present. With regard to Coventry, the Corporation expressed a strong 
desire to see а line built from Coventry to Arley, which would place it 
in direct communication with the Midland Railway,and free them 
from the monopoly of the London and North- Western Railway Co. 
Negotiations were thercfore entered into between the company and 
the Corporation, and it was mutvally agreed that the company 
should promote a Bill with that obj ct, and tbe Corporation agreed 
to grant the tramway company certain valuable extensions and to 
remodel entirely in its favour the re-purchase clause which they 
now held. They now held a perpetual concession of the Coventry 
tramways, subject to the right of the Corporation every seventa 
year to purchase the tramways as a going concern. Не was sorry 
to say that the new tramway from Coventry to Arley was thrown 
out, but the other extensions were unopposed. Here he would like 
to say that it was no wonder that British manufacturers fund it 
hard to compete with other countries, for it actual'y cost them 


more for the carriage of the lamp poles from Liverpool to Coventry 
than it did to bring them from Philadelphia to Liverpool. With 
regard to the Norwich tramways, the receipts last year were 
greatly aifected by the unfavourable weather and by the great trade 
depression that prevailed; but he was glad to say that the receipte 
there had shown & steady improvement since the autumn. It had 
always been the constant aim of the directors of that company to 
foster the most cordial relations between themselves and the Cor- 
porations they had to deal with, but duty compelled him to say that 
that aim had never been fully appreciated or reciprocated by the 
Norwich Corporation. There seemed to be a feeliog in Norwich 
that the tramways there ought to belong to the municipality, and 
it was to that feeling that he attributed the fact that so far the 
Corporation had réfused to allow them to have advertise- 
ments on the trams. The Corporation being desirous of obtain- . 
ing a piece of land belonging to the Norwich Tramway 
Со, it was agreed after negotiation to cede the land 
to the Corporation for £2,000, which was far below its 
actual value, on the condition that the Corporation should grant the 
company the right to have advertisements in the cars, the Cor- 
poration to receive 25 per cent. of the receipts above £600, At the 
last moment the Corporation wished to insert a clause in the agree- 
ment providing that the receipts from advertising should not be 
taken into account if they wished to purchase the tramways. 
Naturally, the company could not accept such an unfair clause, and 
the negotiations had fallen through. Coming to the Philadelphia 
tramways, in which the company had a very large stake indeed, he 
told them at the last meeting that they were expecting every day & 
judgment of the Supreme Court giving a decision about the 
possibility of entering into the suburbs over a portion of line 
belonging to their competitors. The decision was not given until 
October 13th last, and the Supreme Court reversed the decisions 
given in their favour by the Lower Courts. Mr. Hopkins, the 
managing director, during his recent stay in Philadelphia, bad taken 
steps to overcome the diffienlties with which the company found 
themselves confronted, and new rights of way into the suburbs had 
been acquired, and the laying of the track was now proceeding 
satisfactorily.. He felt sure that, given time for development, that 
line would pe a most valuable asset. Daring the past year they 
bad tecured the concession for a tramway from Mexborough to 
Swinton, in Yorkshire. Tne concession was certainly valuable, but 
whether or not it would Ъз possible in these times to find the 
necessary money for carrying out the work was a matter still open 
to question. The Chairman then went at length into the 
question of the alleged over-capitalisation of the companies 
in which the shareholders were interested, and quoted figures 
to show that where as the average per mile of tramways in which 
the company was interested was £13,312; in the сазе. of a series of 
companies which he named the average was £25,0C0 and in the care 
of a number of corporation tramways £18,052. He said he felt 
confident that if they allowed the necessary time for the various 
undertakings to properly develop, they would ultimately yield a 
reward. for the patience they had had, and still might have to 
exercise. In conclusion, he said that £40,000 more would be 
required in the case of the Philadelphia trams, but before the 
money was actually wanted, Mr. Hopkins had written them saying 
he hoped that he would be able to sell in the United Btates a 
safficient number of the bonds of tbe Philadelphia enterprise to 
meet those requirements. Should, however, that not be possible, 
they would have to make some temporary arrangements 

The Hon. A. G. Beann, M.P., seconded the motion, which after a 
short discussion was agreed to. | 


Chili Telephone Co. 


Тнк directors’ report to be presented at the meeting to be. held on 
July 16th, reade:—The aggregate number of subscribers at all 
centres at the end of the year (March 31st, 1903), was 5,371 as com- 
pared with 4,981 at the beginning, or a gain of 390 for the year. 


The gross revenue in Chili from all sources was :-— 


In 1902- 8. $541,198 
In 1901—2.. 759,199 
An increase of .. " Ta ER uu if °° 549,054 
The expenditure in Chili vas: — . 
In 1902--8.. at Я $401,519 
In 1901—2.. 365,776 
An increase of .. oe лз ын 835.743 
The net income in Chili from all sources was: — 
In 1902 3. ie М v А. n ba .. 439,674 
Iu 1901—2.. os Е ce bus s E "3 393,962 
An increase of .. 216,812 


The average rate of exchange for the year was 15 68d, as com- 
pared with 14:85d. in the previous year, giving an increase for the 
year of 0:83d. Converted into sterling at these rates, the figures 
given in the preceding paragraph аге: — | 


In 1902—3.. £28,721 
In 1901 —2. . 24,40 
An increase of .. ite x v T eroe US £4,583 


The liqu' d assets and liabilities in Chili on March 31st, 1903, were 
valued at 1624 , the current rate of exchange on that day, as com- 
pared with 134d. at which they were valued on the corresponding 
date of the previous year. The iuccease in the value of the liquid 
assets over liabilities in Chili due to this rise in exchange amouats 
to £1,455, which has been carried to reserve. The balance to the 
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credit of the revenue account, including £2,733 brought from the 
previous year, is £26,100, of which £11,088 has been carried to 
reserve for renewal of plant, &c. The directors recommend the 
payment of a dividend of 6s. per share, less income tax, being at 
the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, absorbing £12,375, and leaving 
a balance of £2,637 to be carried forward. The total mileage was. 


Miles. Yards. 
On March 81st, 1903 .. ER 808 s Уз 9,205 ER 
5 » 1900 a 2 " ae 3,754 527 
ое 451 965 


An increase of ., — .. КЕ 


Electric Construction Co. 


Tue directors’ report, which was submitted to the meeting held 
yesterday, at Winchester House, E.C., reads: 


The net profit of the year is 220, 736 193. 9d., and, aiding the balance brought 
from last year, £3,504 6s. Id., the amount available for distribution іч 
534,941 5з. 10d. Your directors recommend that this profit be appropriated as 


follows : — 
Dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum on the pre- 


£1,894 13 0 


ference shares (to be paid on July 81st next) 

"Dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. on the ordinary shares ‚ 
(one-half to be paid on July 81st next, and one-half on 
January 80th, 1904) is “© ©: "E Pe .. 18,452 0 0 


General reserve fund .. .. .. .. .. .. 960 0 0 
Balance carried forward to next account .. . : 


£24,241 5 10 


The general reserve fund will then amount to £34,000. The buildings and 
plant have, as formerly, been thoroughly maintained out of revenue, and 
£5,000 has been credited to depreciation account, which now amounts to 
£48,00). The past year has developed increased competition among both home 
and foreign manufacturers of electrical machinery, with the consequent re- 
duction in prices. but the company has sucoessfu ly maintained its position, 
and the net result of the business is approximately the same as last year. 
Your directors have therefore much pleasure in recognising the ability and 
skill of the management and men, by recommending the distribution among 
them of the usual bonus. The new financial year opens with a larger volume 
of orders in hand than at the same time last year, including contracts for two 
important installations of electrical plant, one for His Majesty's Government 
in Gibraltar, and the other for the Corporation of Wellington, New Zealand. 
The traffic and net revenue of the Madras Electric Tramways continue to grow 
satisfactorily, and according to present prospects the improvement will be 
more than maintained in the current year. : 


Urban Electric Supply Co. 


THE annual general meeting of this company was held on Thursday 
of last week at the offices, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, Westminster, 
Mr. Francis E. Gripper, M I. E. E., presiding. 

The CzHAIBRXMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that 
when he met them last ycar he gave them particulars of the 
formation of the company which had thea only recently been 
completed. They had met rather later this year because seven of 
their undertakings were opened and at work during the course of 
the past year, and the accounts of those had had to be audited, not 
only by their own auditors, but also by the official auditor of the 
Board of Trade. They would see by the balance-sheet that the 
issued capital of the company had now all been called up. They 
would probably notice that practically the whole of the capital that 
had been provided had been expended, and with their knowledge 
of electric lighting undertakings, they would readily understand 
that the profitable development of such business required further 
capital from time to time. The directors had arranged with 
Edmuodson's Electricity Corporation to advance any sums that 
might be required during this year, so that it would not be 
n to make апу further capital issue at present. The form 
which the new capital would take was a matter which he thougat 
they might safely leave in their hands, as it would depend on the 
conditions existing at the time of issue. An official quotation on 
the Stock Exchange had been granted for both the ordinary and 
preference shares. The result of the first year's working bad been 
very encouraging. Although the various stations were running on 
an average for less than six months, there had been a working 
profit of £2,264, which, after paying establishment charges, had left 
a balance of £1,371, to be applied towards the payment of the 
guaranteed dividends. Those dividends were duly paid on April 
lst and October Ist, and again on April 18 of this year. If they 
looked at the table in the report which gave particulars of the 
progress at the various towns, they would, he thought, agree with 
the directors’ statement in the report that the prospects of the 
company were satisfactory. At thie time last year they had about 
10,000 lamps connected, while they had now the equivalent of over 
87,000 lamps connected to their mains—an excellent result for the 
first year—and he thought this year they might look forward to 
beiog able to pay the dividends upon the preference shares, at any 
rate, without having to call upon the guarantors. The works at 
Newton Abbot and Grantham had been opened since the end of the 
year under review, and before the end of this year they would have 
works in operation at Berwick, Caterham, Newbury and Glossop. 
At Bishop Auckland, for which town the company possessed 
statatory powers for lighting, no works had been commenced, as 
the directors were doubtful whether under circumstances that had 
atisen, there was a sufficiently good opening to warrant them in 
putting down a station in that town. Arrangements were in pro- 
gress for transferring that undertaking to another company who had 
special facilities for dealing with the district. Valuable extensions 
to their Twickenham undertaking had be»n obtained by agreement 
with local authorities of the adjoining districts of Teddington and 
Hampton, and furtber extensions would probably be obtained 
in this neighbourhood. The tramways between Camborne and 
Redruth were opened for traffic in November last, and the results 
of the few months’ working had been very encouraging, although it 


was difficult to estimate the full results until after a complete year’s 
working. A very considerable revenue was expected in connection 
with the carriage of minerals—a contract having been entered into 
with one of the largest tin mines of the district for carrying the 
whole of their ore from the mines to the stampa. 

Mr. W. Pacae seconded the motion, and the report was adopted. 


Thomas Parker, Ltd. 


THE directors’ report to April 30th, 1903, to come before the meet- 
ing next Monday reads :— 

After writing off the various depreciations, as in former years, the balanco 
standing to the credit of profit and loss account is £4,871 165. 11d.: out of this 
the directors propose to pay a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, 
less income-tax, amounting to £4,223 17a. 9d., leaving £647 198. 2d., out of which 
it is proposed to write off the £5"0 guaranteed to the Wolverhampton Exhibi- 
tion, and carry the balance of £117 193. 2d. forward to next year's acoount. The 
result of the last year’s working is apparently not so good as shown on balance 
sheets of recent years, but on careful examination of the profit and loss account 
and the joint managers’ reports, the directors find considerable prospects for 
the near future. The reasons of the reduced profits is entirely due to decreased 
output from the works. This is accounted for by the necessity of acoumulating 
stock parts of new designs which have been devised to meet the rapid changes 
due to recent developm< nts and the requirements of the market. Consequently 
it has necersitated a large amount of work to accumulate stock and to design 
special tools to meet these conditions, &nd to reduce cost of production. 'This 
work is now completed, and, as the works are full of orders, the directors look 
forward to reaping the advantage of this policy during the present year. 


Greenwood & Batley, Ltd. | 


THE meeting of this company was held on Saturday last at 16, 
Great George Street, 8.W., Mr. Arthur Greenwood presiding. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said that 
the profit realised during the past year fell considerably below that 
earned during each of the two preceding years, and was not such 
as would enable them to make any additions to their reserve 
account. The prosperity of the two preceding years was largely 
due to the extra productions of their ordnance department, caused 
by the South African war. He referred to some remarke he made 
in 1900, when he pointed out the changes that were taking place in 
the nature of the company's business, and their markets. It was 
due to the fact that the foreigner was now producing for himself 
those goods which, a comparatively few years ago, were their own 
speciality. He would like to emphasise those remarks, and to point 
out that those changes were still going on. They were developing 
new branches of business to replace those that were lost. Whereas 
а comparatively short time ago some three-/ourths of their produc- 
tions went abroad, the position was now reversed. A further 
shortage in the profite was due to the lack ef foreign orders in prac- 
tically all these departments. Russia and Germany had been the 
worst in that respect, practically no orders coming from those 
countries. Referring to the various departments, he said that the 
electrical department continued to make good progre:s, and fally 
justified their expectations. Their steam turbine business, which 
was in close connection with the electrical work, was also making 
good progress, and although they had not yet realised direct profite 
from the manufacture of turbines, due most probably to the fact 
that they were not in a position to manufacture all the varieties at 
their Leeds works, they had been getting a profitable return 
through their sale, and their connection with the company's elec- 
trical work. The question of manufacture was rapidly improving 
as they were getting their plant to work to produce all siz3s and 
varieties. In regard to the electrical department itself, he had to 
tell them of & new departure, which he might say was now fairly 
launched. It was the manufacture of electrically-propelled motor 
cars. A new system had been secured by the company, and 
arrangements had been made with the Electromobile Co., Ltd., who 
were successfully introducing those motors in the form of landaus, 
coupes, &c., іа London. A coasiderable quantity of these carriages 
were now ranning about London, and the company were turning 
out quite а number of them monthly. They were most elegant 
and successful carriages, and appeared to be coming into very 
general use; they were looking forward to a large trade in them. 
From the balance-sheet they would see that the company had 
written off £5,900 for depreciation, as against £7,500 the previous 
year; but on the other hand, they had expended during the past 
year about £7,500 in maintenance, as against £4,250 in the previous 
year. They had also spent a considerable sum of money on addi- 
tions to plant and buildinga—£10,675—as against £6,307, and he 
was sorry to say that that wasan increasing necessity. Competition 
compelled them to increase their plant and facilities for manufac- 
ture, and unless those were powerful and efficient, they would not 
be able to compete or to advance in those new branches of manu- 
facture that they were developing. There was an item of nearly 
£4,000 for expenditure on light railway orders, &. Нз was glad 
to inform them that the light railway which they promoted in the 
Colne district was now being rapidly cons:ructed, and it was hoped 
to have the first section open for public traffic early in the autumn. 
Ав to the prospects for the coming year, the extraordinary expen- 
diture in connection with the war stores was for the present ended, 
and they might assume that the demand for those stores had 
assumed normal proportions. Orders in that department were 
satisfactory, and should keep it fairly well employed throughout 
the year. Tne machine tool trade is dull, aud the textile machinery 
department very dull; but they were not without orders in those 
two departments. Their electrical department and their oil 
mill machinery department were very fall of work. He did not 
therefore take a despondent view of things, but оп the contrary, 
thought that the outlook was a distinctly hopeful one. 

The motion was seconded by Major-General E. Міскі.Ем, and 
adopted. 
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Diesel Engine Co. 


Mr. THomas Snaps presided at the meeting held at Cannon Street 
Hotel on July 2nd. In moving the adoption of the report, he said 
ealaries and office expenses, which amounted for the year to £1,702, 
showed an increase of over £350, which was accounted for by the 
larger business done. The profit carried to the balance-sheet was 
£417. The items on the liability side of the balance-sheet were 
much the same as last year. The amount received for options was 
£750, which was paid to them for securing the patent rights for 
South Africa, and dealing with them over a period of time. The 
creditors had increased considerably, as had also the debtors. The 
patent rights stood at the same figure as last year—£350,811. The 
desirability of depreciating that very large sum had been pointed 
out, but as there was no balance to apply to the purpose, it was 
impossible to do so. Last year the loss shown on the balance-sheet 
was £6,570, and after deducting the £417 profit, the amount stood 
this year at £6,152. The £6,570, however, was not a loss; it was 
expended largely in developing and building up goodwill. A circular 
had been issued taking objection to the accounts. He wished to 
point out that the loss of 1902, if it werea loss at all, occurred before 
he joined the board, and before two of bis present colleagues had 
anything to do with the company. Compared with the German and 
Russian companies, they bad made good progress considering the 
time that the company had been in existence. He asked the share- 
оаа to give the necessary time for the development of the 
patent. 

Mr. W. GRIEVE seconded the motion. 

Mr. H. Wappr, according to the Times, severely criticised the 
management, snd moved an amendment, which was ruled out of 
order. After further discussion, the motion for the adoption of the 
report was put to the meeting, and lost by 26 votesto12. Ata 
director's demand, a poll was taken, with the result: For the reso- 
ao 173,993 votes; against, 32,163. The resolution was therefore 


The same procedure was adopted with regard to the re-election 
of directors, excepting in the case of Mr. W. Oppenheimer, who 
refused to stand again for re-election. 


Steck Exchange Notices. — Application has been 
made to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to 
grant a quotation to—County of London and Brush Provincial 
Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.— £250,000 43 per cent. second debenture 
stock. The Committee has ordered the undermentioned securities 
to be quoted in the Official List:—British Aluminium Co., Ltd.— 
10,000 “ A ” 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £10 each, 
fully paid Nos. 1 to 10,000. 


Dowsing Radiant Heat Co, Ltd.—The annual 
general meeting was held at the company’s Institution, 28, York 
Place, Baker Btreet, W., on June 11th, presided over by Alderman 
W. Conolly. The balance-sheet and report were presented and 
approved, and it was decided to pay a dividend of 8 per cent. out 
of the available profits, carrying forward a sum of £1,000. 


Prospectus.— Тһе Oriental Telephone and Electric Co. 
has been offering 50,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of 
£1 each for subscription. The money is needed for converting the 
company’s lines to metallic circuits, and for developing the elec- 
trical section of the business. The list was to close yesterday. 


St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light Co.—The 
directors have declared an interim dividend for the half-year ended 
June 30th at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares. 


Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co.— The 
directors announce the payment of an ad interim dividend of 12s. 
per share to all shareholders on the register on the 6th inst. 


. Electric and General Investment Co.— Warrants for 
the dividends and distributions were posted on 8th inst. 


Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd.—Letters of allotment of 
shares in this company have been posted. 


Meetings.—On Wednesday the meeting of the British 
Electric Traction Co. was held, also that of the Electric and General 
Investment Co. Our reports of the proceedings will appear next 
week. Our account of the United River Plate Telephone Co.'s 
meeting is also held over. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
Іт cannot be said that Stock Markets have received а fillip from 
either the quarterly disbursements or the visit of President Loubet. 
True, the Mining Market evinced signs of a revival, but this was 
due to rumours of the introduction of Asiatic labour being deter- 
mined on. As something like £6,000,000 was distributed in 
dividends on the funds, markets should be considerably brighter 
than they are. This, however, does not refer to the electrical 
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section, which continues to show a good deal of strength, and 
although there are no advances in quotations to record, there are 
also no shrinkages, a state of affairs which, on the whole, may be 
considered very satisfactory. 

The Home Railway market has been no exception to the rule, and 
mort of the changes in prices are only fractional. As regards the 
forthcoming dividends, the market is pretty sanguine, so that any 
signs of public support would immediately cause an all-round 
rise in prices. In the Electric Railway group, Central London 
issues are unchanged and steady, whilst in City and South London, 
although the quotation is unaltered at 70—72, the Stock has 
exhibited a weak tone. 

Turning cur attention to the electric department, there is little 
to comment on, and despite the strength of the market, business 
has been on & small scale. Charing Cross Ordinary were rather in 
demand for investment purposes, and the Debenture stock has also 
been in request. Citys are steady at about 12, and Countys are 
harder in tone at 84—9. Edmundson issues keep in favour, but 
the quotations are unchanged from last week. Metropolitans were 
unaffected by the recent decision in the Courts regarding the decree 
of specific performance asked for by the company, and the price 
closes steady tt 18. The preference are 16 — 1 premium, 
and, moreover, fully-paid shares can now be dealt in, as arrangements 
have been made with the company to receive payment in full, pro- 
vided that the dividend is made good as from June 29th last. St. 
James’s are firm and in request at 16—164. The usual interim 
dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. has been declared. South 
Londons are a steady market lat 34—4. Urban Ordinary and 
Preference have continued to attract the attention of investors since 
the publication of the report, which, it will be remembered, was a 
healthy document, and showed a steady and rapid increase in the 
growth of the business. Westminsters have shown activity at 
124—#, and the Preference keep at 64. 

Bournemouth and Poole Electric Ordinary at 124—134, are un- 
changed on the new issue of 4,500 Ordinary shares of £10 each, at 
а premium of £1 persbare. The issue is offered to Ordinary and 
Preference shareholders at the rate of one new for every five old 
shares. Transactions on the basis of 2—1 prem. over the itsue 
price are only being booked for the special Settlement, as there are 
no renunciation letters, and because there is a possibility of a diffi- 
culty in delivering the shares for some little while. Next Monday 
is the last day for accepting allotments. 

Looking down our list of telegraph and telephone prices there 
are several alterations to record, of which advances claim the 
greater number. During the past week this gection has been firm, 
and in many of the securities where no movement is reported 
there is a distinct upward tendency. Eastern Telegraph Ordinary 
and 3% per cent, Preference stocks are both 1 per cent. higher, with 
a fairly brisk trade passing inthem; whilst the Eastern Extension 
shares have been particularly strong, and close a full point up at 
112—121. On the other hand, the Eastern and South African 4 per 
cent. Registered Debentures are 2 per cent. lower at 99—102 per 
cent. Globe Trust Ordinary and Preference have both received a 
good deal of attention, and the Preference finish } better on the 
week at 121—1. Submarine Cables Trust is another point to the 


. good at 113—118. In United River Plate Telephone Preferences 


an advance of } is recorded, and the same may be said of Western 
Telegraph shares at 111— , in which some active business has been 
done. The Debentures of the latter, however, are both 1 per cent. 
lower, and dealings have been negotiated within the reduced 
quotations. 

Oriental Telephone and Electric Ordinary at 13—15 are un- 
changed on the new issue of 60,000 6 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £1 each at par which is being offered to the 
public, although we understand that ordinary shareholders will 
receive È preferential allotment. The issue is a good enough thing 
in its way, and will suit a certain class of investor, but it would 
have been just as well if the directors had given some idea of the 
past profits in the prospectus. 

Manufacturing and industrial companies are quiet, and on the 
whole prices keep fairly steady. The British Electric Traction 
report has been published, and it will be seen that the reduction in 
the dividend is mainly due to unremunerative capital received 
during the year under review. It is intended to increase the 
borrowing powers in order to make an issue of Second Debenture 
stock.: The price of the Ordinaries closes 4 lower at 122—13]. 
Electric Construction shares have changed hands a few times, and 
the quotation has narrowed in margin, but without altering tne 
middle figure. 

The South Staffordshire Tramways (Lessee) Co., Ltd., made last 
week an issue of 10,000 6 per cent. cumulative Preference shares of 
£5 each at par. The additional capital is required for reconstruct- 
ing lines for electric traction, purchasing electric cars and other 


purposes. 
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| | SHARE LIST OF. ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Stock Business done 
Present or | Dividends for the last | Closing Closing week ended 
NAMB, Quotations otations 
e ж three years. July lst. July Sth. Jaly ш 
1900. 1901, 1903. Highest Lowest 
67,100 E Шагы Nos e. s. AE ee. e) 100 25 КР PE 97 —101 97 —101 Б 2 
25,000 140 25,000 „„ œ] 10 КИ is гә m 83 i 
119,700: do. 6% Debs Red. .. .. 100. e" 70 — 80 70 — 80 b 
188,840 | Anglo- s.e e. — 0. Stock | 8k 61s. | 60/6 47 — 50 47 — 50 » 
А 8,105,580 Do. do. do. 17 ee ee ee oe ee Stock 6 6% 6 92 — 94 92 — 94 93 93 
S CR Chal Tele bon N i aru d г: a LÍ 8 > x 65 8 4 6 6 i 54 "em 61 : н 
6, 08. ee ee ee ee ee 0 — ee 
18,288, 5006 Commercial Cable ee pith еә ee oe ee . $100 8 8 8 % 150 —160 xd 150 —160 * 
1,841,200 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb, Stock Rec. | Stock E 89 — 92 xd 89 — 98 92 90 
16,000 Cuba Tel egraph ее ee ee os ee ee ee e 10 44% 4 % 63% 1 7 oe 
1281 D „10 % Pret. ee ee ee ee ee oe e ш 4 %, 4 % 4 & 1 S 1 1 — 1 . 
Direct elegrap ee ee ee “ee ee ee ee 
6,000 Do. do. 10 €, Cum. Pref. ey Mn s s 6 is wie ae 7— 8 7— 8 
90,000 Do. do. 44 % Debe. ee oe eec `. ee 50 ee ee е ө 97 —101 xd 97 —101 
60,7102 | Direct United States 20 8196 8196 vt 92— 1 92— 10} is s 
87,800 Direct West India Cable, 44% Rog. De Bob. within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. 100 EN me i 98 —101 xd 98 —101 is x 
6,000,000 | Eastein Beh, Ord "n Stock | 7% | 7% ix 124 —129 195 —180 1 127 
1,955,566 Pref. Stock ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee oe 87 — 90 838 — 91 5 87 
800,000 c ^ зена у China Telegraph ; EXE à | 79, | 1% 101— 113 103— 113 1125 іц 
3 an egra a 
820,000! Do. 4 b. Stock Stock " . 106 —108 105 —108 
800,000 C! Tele »4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1900 100 s > А 99 — 103 99 —103 os 
200,000 Do. på rast Mort. Debe. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 95 25 "P n 101 —104 96 99 —102 sx "s 
180,997 Globe ыы ала ee ee . ee 10 6196 5196 oe 84— 9 9 8, 
180,049 Do. 6 % Pret. ee ee ee ee ee 10 ae ee ee 12 — 194 1 — 133 1 8 123 
150,000 аса новата ао Wires ee ее еә ee 10 15 96 15 96 12496 29 — 93 99 — 93 oe еә 
62,5001 ( and 6, 96 1st Mort. N рое 100 еә ee ve 98 —101 xd 98 —101 ee ee 
17,000 | Indo-European Tel : 200. ~| 95 |10% |10% | 10% | 85— 89 85 — 99 sa | . 
100, London Platino-Brasilian Tel » 6 96 Debs. ee ee ee 1 ee ee 100 —104 100 —104 
1,988,988 | National 8 Pref. В is Р a «s vk x 100 5 % 5 6 102 —104 102 —104 108. 102 
1,906,061 Do. Det. Stock ae ee oe eo ee ee 100 ae ° ә 4} 82 — 84 82 — 84 82 
15,000 Do. do. 69 Cum. let Pref. .. .. «2 of os 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 13 — 14 А 
15,000 Do. do. Н Cum. nd Pref. vs oe 10 6 6 6 12 — 18 12 — 18 12 " 
2,260,000 Do. do. топ Өш Brd. Pret., 1 to 360,000 ee ee b Б 5 Б 5 — 5} Б — 53 » 
000, 000 Do. do. a Btock Red. ЕЕ .. | Stock 84 84 84% 96 — 98 xd 96 — 98 ss B 
M Do а ros en Deb. Stock c РА Ый uP 2x ee 0 ^ H Ы ^ 101 mue M 102 Uu 
Orien elep d ec. Nos. 1 to i vs — 0 — 1 
100,0000 | Pacific and European то, 4% Guar. Debs., 1 to І 1,000 Р ..| 100 56 " 91 —100 i of ut es 
11,889 Reuter's ee ee ee ee ao ee @e 8 5 % b % 7% е 
00 аа Cables Trust ee ee oe ee, си % T% 1 % 112 = 118 —118 53 
ver elephone ' i. 
40,000 Do. do. 4 Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 МА 6 e» ie s 5 xd у; ВИ bi "e i 
179,9471 Do. do. ео * еа Stock ec ee "n 103 —106 xd 108 —106 ee eo 
15,609 West African Telegraph, Shares 10 $s es 2% 4— 5 xd 4— 5 - - 
150,0003 ‘Westen ug Eth Ron Tio M „1t0 1,500 guar. by Bras. Bub, Tel. 100 aus is a 93 — 96 xd 98 — 96 94 ee 
287,980 | Western T elegreph, 207,980 10 1% 7 96 es 11 — 114xd 111— 1H 11 11g 
Do. Debs. 2nd series, 1906 ee ГЕ es 100 oe ee ег 101 —104 100 — 8 еә ee 
do. { Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee e 100 e ee тте 95 = 98 е 
88,821 | West India and Panama Telegraph.. .. .. .. ce ee 10 196 BS МА — й— a Š: 
84,568 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. 1st Pref. ee ee 10 ee ee ee — 6 — ee ee 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. 2nd Pref. е 10 eo ee ee 8 ES 4 8 — 4 е oe 
80,0002 Do, do. do. 6 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee 100 928 - as 97 —100 xd 97 —100 vs ee 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


Seo | Do c. % 10 Mort. Bob восі Red. ee qu Naa, ч н 5 74 — 5 74 — 75 T8 TI 
100,000 | British Electric Traction d eo n ww | 1 199, | 99 |8% | 18}— 14 = 121 18 12 
100,000 | Do. do. шышы .. al 10 E: к e 19 — 194 11{— 1 12 n 
600,000: Do. Perpetual Debenture Stock . | Stock E " ae 199 —125 199 —125 194 123 
00000 Ш Insulated ала Helsby Cabler „ КОНЫЕ 5 15% |10% 10 im 1 a ee . 
в um ee ee se ee ec ee ee ee 
oe е ee °з ee ee ee 1 ee x аа ee oe 
50,000 $ Do. 0. . 6 Cum. Pref. ee ee ae + £1 6 6 ft . Ы 14 to wi 110 to 10 ee ee 
106,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781 : ә 2 b N Nil 1 4 |} EN 
150,000 do. Non-cum. 6 f. бе: h 3 6 % | 6% 1 1 lj— 1 1 
126,000: Do. do. Perp. b. Stock . ee ee Stock ec ae 99 —102 99 —102 
126,000 do. Perp. Ind Deb, Btook ee ae Stock ee ee ee 89 — 94 81 — 92 
86,000 | Callender’s Cable Construction shares vis T b 1696 | 9096 15 12 — 18 114— 124 
40,000 do. do. 5% Cum . Pref. ee 5 ee Ф ee 
90,0001 Do. do. 4$ x lst Mort. Deb. Stock Red. .. | Stock ws és 108 —112 106 —110 109 ` 
1,860,014 Central London Railway, Ord. 8toc is BH és .. | Stock ia 4 4 96 104 —101 181 101 105 
да к У н ЕИ Е 
1,880,000 | City and South London Railway .. .. .. .. Stock Hx 9 81$ | 71— 78 10 — 72 т 70 
86,000 rompon " Co., 5 ln Mom. Reg. "Debe., 1 io 900 " 4100 4] 8 8 7 eo 2 — 94 2 mee 24 21 oe 
0 0 an "E E 
"an | kalson amn United ВОВ Ca Peares eain iwa : % | и ш | сд | 31-4 || 
wan ес je ares, i zi — == 
17,130 Do. x " shares, 01—017,189.. .. б 217 Nil - 14— 1 of ee T 
814,0231 Do. 38 4% Deb. BC Hed. 100 ee eo oe 78 — 77 71 — 75 ee ee 
100,000 По. do. aud Deb. Stock Frov, Certs. all pd. 100 Be AE - 15 — 80 75 — 80 os DT 
112,100 E X REDI e a 9 6 96 6% 6% 1 2 12— 1j е i 
81,890 De 7% Cum. Pref., 1 $o 81,890 je чун 2 EN EN 5 8 $$— З ar - 
&2 5001 4 % Perp. lat Mort. Deb. 8 Stook .. Btok| .. ы is 100 —108 100 —108 "i m 
200,000 ig о. ( h s ib. x ode Ge P 992—100 995—102 » n 
85,000 небу (W. Tj "Telegraph Works, Ord. . : SO OH . e [s 9 |90 20 9 11 — 16 14 — 15 p м 
35,000 4 Ра 5 44 ^ % 5 — 54 Б— Б 
48,050 Bo. 4 gen Deb. Stoß ..| Stock | .. s 107 —11 108 —119 с "m 
50,000 | Indis-Rubber, Quite Perches & остари у orks 10 10% | 10% НА ! 184— 193 184 — 193 193 - 
300,0001 do. 4% 1st Mort. Deb. | 100 E ч ee 100 —108 100 —109 s e 
81,800 Liverpool Overhead Байта way, Ord. oe ae ee 10 8196 13% 14% 6 — 6 52 — 6 ee ee 
10,000 |t Do. do. 1 . 210 paid KR wo NX aA 10 " Be pi 1 104 104 — 114 a € 
87,860 | Tel h Construction and 19 174% | 20% | 20% 82 — 35 83 — 86 834 83 
150,000: do. 4% Da B Bds., Nos. 1 40:1,500 Red. 1900 100 e» TN s 101 —104 100 —108 "s 25 
640,000! Waterloo & City Railway, Ord. Stock os бә ee E .. | 100 8 96 8 96 83% 99 —102 98 —101 | 100 994 
+ Quotations on Liverpool Stocke Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. € From Manchester Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Nleotrie Free Wiring, j—i. | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Eleotrio (410 vd. ом и. 
Bank rate of discount З per cent. June 18, 1903). 


— — — — — NN 


72 | THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 69. No. 1,337, Jur 10, 1903. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock 4 g Closing Business done 
Dividends for the 
NAME, or ti otations Quotations week ended 
vio Share. last years. то 14. July 8th. July 8th, 1908. 
t 1 1901. | 1902. ae Lowest. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.. Я зи к i T — 4 a 4 . e 
100,000 Do. 44% ist Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. .. | 100 x 118 —121 118 -191 5% - 
20 000 Brompton & Kensington Electra Light Sup., о. 1 to 1000 ow 4 6% 8% 8% i to - 10 . oe 
60,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricity 1 Supply 85 6 9% 10% | 10% — of 9 — of 94 93 
70,000 Do. do. Cum. Pre. 6 e А 6 а 6 ota 
40,000 Do. do. '' City Undertaking ” * Cum. Pre. Б " is : 4 5 xå 4 6 
250,000 Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. . e. ow >> | 100 и 104 —106 xd | 104 —106 1053 | 1054 
44,496 |*Chelsea Electricity Supply, Ge x vs 5 54% 4% 44% 6— 64 6 — 64 6i 
150,0001 Do. до. % Deb. Stock Red. e 0 e | Stock E es 107 —110 107 —110 và 
70,595 | City of Loridon Electro Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110506 — .. 10 0 5% | 6% 11j— 123 112— 12i 12 
40,000 Do. б а ,000 T 10 6 75 m 18 — 14 13 — 14 138 
400,000: Do. Deb. Stock, scrip. (ss, at 115) all paid. 2 iie Es e 191 —196 xd | 121 —126 1221 224 
800,000 Do. ma 2nd Deb. Btock, v. Certa., all paid 100 ae ee oe 103 —106 xd 102 —104 ec ee 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric | Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% | 495 | 4% 8— 9 8— 9 T 
20,000 Do. do. 6 9% Pref., 40,001—60,000. . 10 M i bs 12 — 18 12 — 18 12M 
400,000: Do. do. 449% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. (all paid) Red me E 8 109 —118 xd 109 —112 ўж : 
60,000 | Edmundson’s Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares és da eds 6 7% | 7% , 7 7 .. zm 
80,000 е 885 6 Cum. Pref. • ео ee eo 6 ТЕ 6 тт 64 oe 
140,000 Do. 44% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock "^ 100 - vi “ж 108 —111 108 —111 "t 
31,000 | K n and Knighiabridge Electric, Ord. ee b 19% |10% |10% 11 — 12 11 — 12 
90,000 do. 4 % Debenture Stock @e Stock ee oe ee 108 —106 108 —106 ee 
110,000 | London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, Ord. ae. Yala va ка 8 — 3 — 22 
49,840 Do. do. 6 96 Pref, oe 5 éo oe ee 54— 6 6 
100,000. W Eleotris В ly, 1 9100000. 1st Mort, Deb, Stock sas horti 6% | 6% | 78% Mh 184 17 — 183 117 
э 6 оро с upp 4 to oe e 
220,000; Do. do. 44% Ist Mort. Deb. "Воск so А A ès 5 és 108 —112 xd 106 —112 a 
250,0003 D. do. % Mort. Deb. Stock BS oe ee Stock ae ee ee ч 97 —100 97 —100 964 oe 
10,852 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting Se EO а Ыр 10 7 6 4 6% 184 — 144хӣ 13 — 14 134 z 
40,000 | St. James’ and Pall Mal) Electric Light, Ord. . ie 5 144 143 144% 1 1 153— pi . 
20,000 Do. do. do. 7 Pret. 20,081 to 40,080 5 m cá M 9 - ve 
150, 000 Do. do. do. 84% Deb. Btook Red 100 " ^ " 98 —101 xd 98 —101 еа 
19,000 | Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord. .. .. ee үз 5 < А % 8 — 84 з — 84 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord. .. .. .. of «es b "t 8 14% 8à— 4 3à— 4 
80,000 Urban Electric Bupply, Й oe oe ee ee oe 5 . oe oe 5 — 5 5 — 4 oe ee 
80,000 Do. до. 5 95 Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee ee b ee ee 5 — 5 — D .. so» 
110,000 | Westminster Electrio Варріу, ora. — а е Е b 104% 104% |13% 13 — 18 12 — 18 12% 19 
98,141 Do. do. t 5% Cum. Pref. ee ee oe ee b ee 61— 6ixd 6 — 64 LL ee 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
| MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, July Stb. 
аа гави мере ae жы ты Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS. &о. | . Price. Inc. or Dec. METALS. &o. (continued). Price. Inc. or Dec. 
a Acid, Hydrochloric eo oe per cwt. 5/- eo 9 Соррет Bheet ee ee ee per ton £71 es 
a LET Nitric ae ee ee ee per ct. 921. ee 9 » ee per ton £71 
а „ Oxalic. - T .. рег cwt. 82/- .. e " (Electrolytic) Вага .. рег ton 267 
a э Sulphuric ee ee ee per cwt. 6/6 ae e П] = [T] Bhee ee per ton £78 
a Ammoniac, Sal .. рег cwt. 42J- ёв Er m" n Rod .. per ton £69 
. Ammonia, Muriate  (огувіа) .. рег ton £83 10 25 e " Н.О. Wire per lb. Had. 
.. per ton f Ebonite Rod es s .. per lb. 8/- А 
: Bleaching powder . ... per ton #4 10 : f Sheet ... per lb. 5/- К 
а Bistipuide or Carbon <a . рег ton 215 RS n German Silver Wire .. per lb. 1/6 ч 
з > .. per ton £18 " h Gutta-percha fine... e. per lb. 8/- 
а в (90 б) a "m .. per gal. 1/- iw h India-rubber, Para fine .. per lb. пор 8/117 inc 
a (50/90 %) ..  .. .. per gal. 5/6 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. рег ton 18 | 
а Соррег Sulphate .. © .. рег ton £19 £2 dec. 4 , Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 16/54 84d. dec 
a Lead, Nitrate ie as .. рег ton #24 4 j aos eats according to size per ton From £11 s» 
a „ White Sugar vs .. рет ton £91 ac 4 3 Berap, per ton 47/6 to 50/- i4 
а us More "ор: рег = ен 10 ds 4 , Wire, стел вел No.8 .. per ton 115 JP is vs 
а Methyla piri r gal. eo i 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90%, at 160° С), per gal. 5/6 M g Lead, English Ingo) .. .. Per n | {б | } de 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. А 4 9 pn „ Sheet  .. .. рег ton £13 10 "s 
а „ Caustic (16/8090). . .. рег ton 22. 2 % Manganin Wire No. 98 . .. per lb. 8/- ee 
a „ Bisulphate ee .. per ton £85 © g Mercury per bot. £8 12 6 és 
а Shellac ae .. рег ст. 186/- Эв. іпс. 4 Mica (in original cases) small . per 1b. 4d. to 1/2 
a Bulphate of Magnesia an .. per ton £4 10 ER 10 " " medium per lb. 2/8 to 3/6 
а Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 ws it „ large .. per lb. 8/9 to 7 
а " о oe . рег ton £b 10 id p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/ to 1/2 А 
а Lum per ton £5 oe р % rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 - 
a Soda. Caustic tio (white 70%) .. per ton £10 15 e p „ Strip&sheet per lb. 1 ee 
a „ Crystals .. рег ton £8 s o Platinum .. .. per os. £4 m 
а „ Hichromate, ‘casks... . per lb. 24d. T p Bilicium Bronze Wire . per lb. 10d. to 1/- oe 
4 Steel, Magnet, acc'd'g todesc' p n per ton 58 we 
METALS, &c. i „ „ in bars £16 to £40 й 
: 25 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 - od g Tin, Block .. “ se per ton { £127 } dec 
b " Wire, in ton lots. per ton £168 ae f „ Foil .. per lb. 1/8 А 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton £166 na a „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16. per lb. 177 А 
р Babbitt's metal ingots... .. perton £48 to £146 $5 p White Anti-friction Metals 
є Brass (rolled me юну per lb. 74d. šo " White Ant" brand per ton £42 to £65 T 
€ „ Tube (brazed) .. рег lb. 9d. КА Кезер. 2/108 EA Cotton, on sp'ls per lb. 7а. is 
€ „ » (solid 1 drawn).. .. per lb. 74d. q ** 6 lea. per lb . T 
e Wire, basi eos. per Ib. 7d. i  Bplyl0lbe. Russian . per Ib. 4184. г. 
f Copper Tubes еа e 0 per lb. j » 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 44d. кё 
„ (solid drawn) .. per lb. 94а. 1 180 Ibe. Jute rove per ton #11 2 
Copper Bars (best selected .. рег ton k Zino, Mon t(Vieille Montagne bnd ) per ton 29315 &1 дес. 


Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Со.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; с Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; а Е. WEEKS Bons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd. ; g James & r hakepeare; h Edward Till & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lewe; j W. Hindley & Co. ; 
k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; » P. Ormiston & Sons o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronze Co., Lid. 


Receipts for Miles 
Locality. sins 96 the week. Total to date. - 5 open. 
amen iat | ай 
Birmingham T . . July 4 5,395 + 562 185, 150; + 6.5706 — | — 
на i“ Ж „ 1| 1,01 — zd — — — — 
Blackburn ^ .. | June 26 909 | —286 | 11,668 | + 4 | 124 712 
Black pool! July 2 958 | —537 11,218 + 1,152 — | — 
Blackpool and Fleetwood June 30 899 | 4136 | 10,625 | + 1,059 72 | — 
Bolton oe ee ?9 28 1,987 — 589 24,881 + 8,161 25 — 
Bradford ee .. July 5 | 4,061 | +470) 52,095 | + 9,1831 39 72 
Brighton ео oe өе [T] 5 982 + 48 65,462 — 64 ЕЕ 
Bristol oo ee ee »» 8 5.875 1810 е — 98 — 
Barnley oe ee ee » 4 795 M 65 — * т = 
( Barnsley District .. | June 26 196 — 1,443 — —|— 
Devonport „ 26 504 | + 9 10.636 + 291) 6 | — 
_Dudley—Stourbridge.. n 26 891 | —105 | 19,788! + 1,969 — 
S Gate teshead „ 26| 1,120 | — 26 | 21,386 | + 38.866 1 + 2 
Е Мане А йш : — — — 
reenock— lasgow + 1,15 74 | — 
E Hartlepool A + 410 +2 
, Kidderminster . es + 177 — 
9 9 Merthyr о eo °. = 256 8 T 
& £ Middleton ee ee + 654 84 — 
Oldham—Ashton 85 + 1,352, 8 | — 
a Peterborough ee ec oed 2 т 
= Poole oe өө ee + 1,135 — 
Potteries ‘ee Yu + 9,400 — 
Rothesay. . ee ec + 836 vu aad 
|ы s di = — | 
Southport P МЕ + 1,616 54 — 


* Compared with the corresponding period of 1903. 


са кото т TRAMWAY AND RA RAILW AY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Eum ———— — 


Week Receipts for Miles 
Locality. ending | the week, Total to date. open. 
£ g* £ | £* | * 
South Staffordshire ..| June 26 950 | — 59 | 20,087' + 1,182 213 —1 
;Swansea .. oe eel pw 26 548 —334 | 11,973, + 681 | — 
ÓTaunton..  .. . „ X, 66 |-- 3| L894,— 115 +14 
eston - super: -Mare.. „ 24 137 | — 13 1,656 — 155 +28 
| Wolverhampton Dist. „ 265 894 | 4193 9.594 + 5,182 109 +8 
Wrexham „ 25 140 — 1.70 — —|— 
( Yorks, Woollen Dist. . » 26 871 — 5.1144 — 6 ( — 
Cardi ff eo ee .* LI] 27 2,060 — 238 24, 968 + 9,186 — — 
Dover ee ee ee „ 21 pd 27 5,066 + 14 8 xcd 
Dublin ius Бе . . July 8 5,768 | — 15 | 119,854 | + 5,749 46 | — 
East Ham .. s % „ 4 773 | 4 284 9,293 | + 3,002 6 |+ i 
Glasgow  .. ee .. June 6 | 16,878 [43194 | 15,376 | + 8,194 | 6 71 
Hull. oo с .. July 4, 3,924 | +184 | 25,142; + 1,620; — | — 
Ilkeston ee Ф ә es iy) 1 220 * — — 8 — 
Isle of Thanet , 1 1.0% | +206 11,76 — 375 — | — 
Leeds Ў E |.» 4| 6,083 | — 87 | 79,105 | + 5,725 | — — 
Liverpool .. on .. June 27 | 10,774 —4258 | 253,827 | + 9,726 | 101 +2) 
Manchester "m ..|July 4 | 12,676 | +7354 — — 110 |+ 
Newcastle oe ee . [Y 4 8,218 + бов == —_ 11 — 
Portsmouth oe ee » 4 2,188 TT. 814 — 99 — 
Salford £s ee .. June 29 , 4,156 |+ 637 47,1 129 | +14,110 — — 
Southampton  .. . July 2 1,63 |.-105 E NUM 
Bunderland June 28 | 1,405 | — 466 15,492 + 542 90 |+ 2 
Central London Railway July 4, 6788 | —408| 6,788|— 408 6 — 
eg & District Co. June 25 690 | + 4| 11,829; +11,062; 84 — 
Cit 8. London Ry.|July 5 | 2,455 | — 2,455 — 366 63 — 
abun a and Lucan Rlwy. June 21 M7 | + 16 2,518) + 81)— |— 
Diver Overhead Ry. July 6| 1,672 | + 77 — — „АК 
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METAL MARKET. 


Fluctuations in June. 
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THE LABOUR AND COST OF TENDERING. 


THE necessity of carefully reading each provision in a specification 
before sub nitting tenders for work required was emphasised 
by the facta elicited in a case heard in the Liverpool County 
Court on July let. In the case in question, Messrs. John Ainscough 
and Son, contractors, of Oldham, sued Messrs. Beloe & Priest, civil 
engineers, of Liverpool, for the eum of £5 5s, claiming that this 
sum should be returned to them, it being a deposit made in respect of 
specifications which bad been lent by defendants aad returned by 
the plaintiffs with a bond fide teader for work required to be done 
in the connection with the Fender Valley sewerage scheme. A 
representative of the plaiatiff firm stated that he had seen an 
advertisement asking for tenders for the work, and saying that 
specifications and quantities could be obtained at the office of 
Messrs. Beloe & Priest on payment of £5 5s, which would be 
returned on receipt of a bond fide tender aud the specifications. He 
had called at the office of the firm named, and obtained the speci- 
fications and paid the £5 58. as a deposit. He had tendered for the 
work and bistender had been accepted, but he had found out subse- 
quently that the specifications contained a proviso with respect to 
sureties for carrying out the work, which he was unable to comply 
with. He therefore declined to sign the contract, and ultimately 
applied for the return of the deposit, but this was refused. 

Un defendants’ behalf it was contended that the deposit had been 
forfeited by the action of the plaiatiffs through their tender not 
being bund fide. They had seen the specifications containing the 
proviso respecting sureties, but had tendered for the work, though 
objecting to the conditions. For the plaintiffs it was further stated 
that they had arranged to obtain the guarantee of a society in 
place of the two sureties, but they fouod that no society would give 
the guarantee under such a clause as appeared in the contract. For 
the defence, it was also contended that it was usual to require 
deposits of sums of money, and that it was the custom of the pro- 
fession to regard such sums as forfeited in cases such as that before 
the Court. 

His Honour, Judge Shand, who heard the case, ruled that the 
plaintiffs had sent in a bond fide tender, but were unable to go 
through with it, owing to the clause as to sureties. The plaintiffs 
might have been negligent in not reading the specifications, and the 
defendants might have been put to expense thereby, for which they 
might have a claim for damages; but the defendante had not proved 
that the plaintiffs had not acted bond-fide in what they had done. 
He gave judgment for plaintiffs, with costa. 

The case brought into clear light another of the difficulties 
connected with tendering. With the increasing extent and com- 
plexity of public works, involving the expenditure of large sums of 
money in their execution, it is but natural that some assurance 
should be sought on the part of public bodies, that the work, in a 
particular case, will be carried through to a satisfactory completion 
and not be left in an iacomplete state. It must, however, impose 
a needless inconvenience, and one of a very unpleasant kind, upon 
manufacturers and contractors, if the provision of sureties, to be 
approved of by tbe consulting engineers or the public authorities 
for whom they may be acting. i8 to be made a condition of fitness to 
tender. 

The position of a manufacturer who can only tender for carrying 
out public work on the conditi»n that approved sureties are pro- 
vided is so uncertain and undignified that many manufacturers 
would prefer to ignore contracts rather than incur the trouble and 
annoyance, and the probable expense of tendering in accordance 
with the conditions laid down. Sureties are not readily obtain- 
able at the best, and firms who cannot obtain sureties most easily do 
not, as a rule, like to obtain them at all. 

In commercial life, a simple reference as to the integrity and 
and reasonable, financial stability of a firm, suffices. A satisfactory 
reference to a bank usually suffices to enable busines to proceed. 
In engineering works, apparently, it is to be otherwise, and the 
contractor is to be required to find sureties which will be acceptable 
to someone who may, or may not, possess the special knowledge for 
determiniog whether certain sureties are or are not sufficient, in a 
particular case, or, indeed, whether there is any need for sureties to 
be provided at all. 

From the difficulty which contractors frequently have in obtaining 
р^) ments on account of work done, where they have had to incur 
heavy current expenses on labour account, it would seem as if this 
new requirement with regard to sareties ought to be inverted, and 
that the employing party ought to give the contractor sureties for 
the prompt payment of instalments and of the final balance as these 
become due. The tendency of late years has been to crowd specifica- 
tions with details, many of which, i+ must ba admitted, require to 
be set out, and for which provisions require to be made. This has 
caused the work of tendering to be tedious ard costly, and manu- 
facturers and contractors have frequently cause for complaint, owing 
to the scanty consideration which they receive. The introduction 
iato specifications of conditions which will give contra^tors need- 
less trouble in tendering for work or in carrying out work under 
contract is to be deprecated. | 

It is common knowledge among manufacturers that some firms 
refrain from tendering for Government contracts owing to the heavy 
losses which have been caused through the onerous conditions which 
have had to be observed. The practice of being needlessly stringent 
and exacting in laying down conditions-of-tender is not of public 
advantage, and tends to check industrial enterprise. It will be well 
if these facts are borne in mind by those who have the drafting of 
such conditions. Manufacturers and contractors have a right to 
ask that when tenderirg for public work no gr.ater Jabour or 
expense shall be required of them than the proper execution of the 
work demands. | 
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THREE -PHASE ALTERNATORS FOR 
BLOEMFONTEIN. 


Мквзвв. Crompton & Co., Lro., have recently supplied two 
250-Kw. three-phase alternators (coupled to Belliss engines) to the 
Bloemfontein Corporation, and one of the sets is shown in the 
accompanying illustration. 

The alternator is of Messrs. Crompton’s standard three-phase 
pattern, designed for an output of 250 kilo-volt-amperes at 
2,200 volts per phase, the periodicity of the circuit being 50 com- 
plete cycles per second. 

The machine has a stationary armature, the coils being fitted in 
open slots, and held in position by hard-wood dovetails. The 
armature can be moved along the bedplate to give access to the 
machine, a barring rack being provided on the bedplate for this 
purpose. The end windings are fully protected by suitable 
covers, one of which is arranged to form a terminal box for the 
main current. The field magnets are of the rotating type, with 
radial poles, the pole-pieces being laminated and bolted to a cast- 
steel hub. The bub is extended to form a half-coupling, and con- 
nected direct to the fly-wheel of the engine, strains on the shaft 
tbus being avoided. 

A direct-coupled exciter of the multipolar type is mounted on 
an extension of the alternator spindle. 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 


(From OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT AT JOHANNESBURG.) 


June 15th, 1903. 


CJ. E. E.) Cape Town Section.—The subjects down for discussion at 
the next meeting of the Section include “The Measurement of 
Resistances,“ by Mr. C. Proctor Banham, and also the paper on 
" Distribution Losses in Electric Supply Systems,” by Mr. A. D. 
Constable and Mr. E. Fawssett. 

Pietermaritzburg.—The Electric Light and Tramways Committee 
recommends tbe purchase of six sets of points and crossings, also 
400 yards of rails for extensions to the existing permanent way, at 


a cost not exceeding £300. The Committee has forwarded to the 


Corporation’s London agents plans and specifications for six addi- 
tional electric cars. The agents are authorised to submit tbe 


specifications to the Council's consulting engineers, Messrs. Mordey 
and Dawbarn, for confirmation and alteration if neceseary, to call 
for tenders, and, in conjunction with the consulting engineers, open 
and report on these tenders, the report to be cabled to the Council 
before any contract is concluded. 

Durban.—The receipts from the electric tramways during May 
were £7,725. 


CRoxeroN-BanLLISS THREE-PHASE ALTERNATOR FOR BLOEMFONTSIN. 


The engine is of Mesars. Belliss & Morcom's three-crank triple- 
expansion type, designed to work with 160 lbs. steam pressure at the 
stop valve, and capable of driving the generator either condensing 
or non-condensing. The speed of the combined set is 375 revolu- 
tions per minute. 

These sets were built for the Bloemfontein Corporation, under 
the specification issued by Mr. Robert Hammond, and we are 
informed that at the official tests at Messrs. Belliss’s works the 
machines in every way exceeded their guarantees, as shown in the 
table given below :— 


Specified. Actual. 
Temperature rise after 10 bours'[ Armature 65° Е. 39° F. 
run at full load Field 65° F. 18°F. 
Steam consumption in Ibs. рег Kw.-hour ... 26 24°4 
Voltage drop from no load to full non-induc- 
tive load age iss pos ss 7 95 45% 
Exciting watts 3,500 2,100 


In addition the alternators were tested under severe conditions 
for parallel running, and gave great satisfaction to the consulting 
engineer. The governor trials also fully realised the expectations 
of the English builders. 

Messrs. Crompton & Co. are now manufacturing a complete line 
of single and polyphase generators and motors, and bave some im- 
portan; orders for this class of machinery in hand at the present 

me. 


Newport (Mon.) Tramways.—The new Caerleon Road 
section of the Corporation electric tramways was opened on Tuesday 
last week for public traffic. The Electricity Committee has been 
discussing the question of acquiring additional cars. 


Ladysmith.—A number of cable extensions were authorised at the 
last meeting. When these are completed, all the residential quarters 
of the town will be served. The Council has concluded a contract 
with Messrs. J. Hubert Davies & Spain for connections, at a cost of 


‚ £1 9s. per property connected. 


Natal.—The estimated expenditures on public works in Natal 
during 1903-4 are now published, and they provide for, amongst other 
works, an expenditure cf £25,000 for extensions to the electric light 
and power plant at the harbour, and also £10,000 for electric 
Goliath crane and cables. 

Johannesburg.—The Chamber of Trade is again on the war-path, 
and recently made inquiries into the reason why Johannesburg 
engioeers had to pay Messrs. Merdey & Dawbarn a deposit of £10 
for the specifications of material for the Johannesburg eleotric 
tramways, whilst at home only £3 3s. (extra copies at 5s. each), was 
charged. No definite arrangement was made with the consulting 
engineers on this point, it appears, they being left to charge what 
they considered desirable. 

As mentioned a short time ago, the Johannesburg municipality 
proposed to acquire the property, plant, &c., of the Johannesburg 
Suburban Lighting Syndicate, which supplies current for lighting 
purposes to Bertramstown, a suburb of Johannesburg. This has now 
become an accomplished fact, the amount agreed upon being £2,100, 
and the municipality have authorised an immediate expenditure of 
£150 for the repair and general overhauling of the plant and equip- 
ment. 

Troyville, Johannesburg.—A public meeting was held by the resi- 
dents of this suburb (not Yeoville, as incorrectly reported last week, 
tbat suburb being supplied from the Rand Central Electric Works, 
Brakpan) last week to consider the question of lighting. It was 
eventually decided to accept an offer made some time ago by the 
Johannesburg municipality to light the township (1) on a two years’ 
basis at 2s. per unit, or (2) on a three years’ basis at 1s. 6d. per unit. 
The latter offer was decided upon, the township to supply & stand 
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ft. x 150 ft. on which to erect a temporary power station. An 
initial load of 2,470 lamps is expected. 

A memorial has been presented to the Municipal Council from 
the residents in the north and north-east portions of the town on 
the question of electric tramway extensions. The ratepayers there 
are willing to be subjected to a special rate in order to have the 
system extended to that quarter. This memorial has been welcomed 
by the Council, and if powers can be obtained to levy this special 
rate, it is probable that all the outlying suburbs will be similarly 
dealt with. 

Potchefstroom.—Consequent upon the apathy of the Government 
in dealiug with the question of lighting in this old Rand capital, 
the inhabitants are taking matters into their own hands. As men- 
tioned a few weeks ago, some of the large property owners are 
installing small lighting plants of their own, and the latest develop- 
ment is the formation of & company under the style of the 
Potchefstroom Consumers’ Electric Light and Power Co., with a 
capital of £6,000 in £1 sbares. The capital is already over-applied 
for, applications for current from the banks, hotels, military can- 
tonment; numerous private consumers have been secured, and 
success seems assured. The company bas already secured the 
necessary plant, and proposes to build its power station and stores 
on a stand in Lombard Btreet. Besides supplying current for light 
and power purposes, the company will do all the necessary install- 
ing and wiring, both in the town aod on the neighbouring mines. 
A load of 800 to 1,000 16-с. lamps will be obtained from the 
block, on which the station will stand, alone. 

A special meeting called by the Health Board to consider the 
question was postponed, information having been received from the 
Colonial Secretary that the Board had no power to deal with the 
matter. 


THE ENGINEERING CONFERENCE, 


HIGH-SPEED ELECTRIC TRACTION ON RAILWAYS. 
By J. W. Jacoms-Hoop, M. Inst. O. E. 


( Abstract.) 


Tue introduction of this subject would appear to be the duty of an 
electrical epecialist, but inasmuch as the difficulties are to a large 
extent practical, the notes of a mere general practitioner in railway 
work may be acceptable. 

The problem thus offered for discussion must first be defined. 
It must not be confounded with the problems ín short distance and 
omnibus traffic that have alone been dealt with hitherto in this 
country, nor must existing practice under steam be allowed to 
limit the imagination as to the possibilities of service by electricity. 
As the question develops, it becomes clear in the first place that the 
existing adaptations of electricity to traction are not altogether 
suitable for general railway business, including economical high- 


general idea of the bulk of the business that electricity may some 
day be called upon to undertake. It will be seen that the peak of 
the load occurs before mid-day and involves a consumption of 
energy estimated at 661 millions of foot-pounds per minute, or very 
nearly the equivalent of 26,500 н.р. or 19,800 Kw. 

The high-speed trains, defined as those travelling at a speed of 
40 miles an hour and over, are marked on the diagram on the wall 
by thick lines. This class of traffic is practically confined to the 
hours between 7 o'clock in the morning and 11 o'clock at night, 
and the load-curve is seen to be affected in consequence, but the 
proportion of high-speed trains to the total service throughout the 
24 hours is only as 1 to 8. 

It may be granted that conversion, in the case of services where 
electricity can with certainty compete economically with steam, 
will come; and that any new railways, built to connect large 
centres of traffic with a high-speed service, will, without much 
doubt, be equipped electrically; and the time will be spent to the 
bast advantage if the leading features of an electrical equipment, 
that will meet the needs of high-speed and general services, are 
alone kept in view. Above all things it seems to be essential that 
as railway companies must, for the public beuefit, continue to 
exchange rolling stock, the principles of any system must be 
acceptable to the whole body of railways before they can be 
adopted. 

The ground for discussion being thus limited, the subject divides 
itself conveniently as follows:—(a) generation; (b) consumption ; 
and (c) transmission, distribution, and collection of current. 

Generation of Current.— Of all the vital questions connected with 
power stations, perhaps none is more important, although diverse 
opinions have been expressed, than the economical limits of size of 
steam or gas generating sets. In this country one or other would 
be, in nearly all cases, the only alternative. The possible posi- 
tions of generating stations relative to the railway will frequently 
decide sizes; but assuming that the power capacity of stations 
will, on occasion, be determined chiefly by the limit of economy in 
generation, it is important that the subject of the most desir- 
able maximum sizes of steam or gas sets for power stations should 
be well ventilated. After taking acoount of the increased coet and 
losses in extended transmission lines, reason would seem to dictate 
that the power stations should be as widely separated and as few 
in number as possible, to ensure a steadier load and a better load 
factor. 

Power station practice is rapidly becoming standardised in detail, 
во that it can be foreseen with some contidence that moderate- 
speed engines, directly coupled to alternators generating in single 
or multiphase form at tensions as high as circumstances allow, will 
be used. As economy in every detail will have to be studied, it 
may be that gas engines in connection with a producer plant will 
prove the ultimate solution. 

Consumption of Current.— Without invading the territory of the 
electrical engineer it is possible to bring forward one point of 
practical importance in connection with motor design. The 
practice of to-day seems to be almost universally in favour of a 
direct-current series-wound motor, with automatic field-regulation, 
which will run economically at auy speed up toa maximum. On 
the other hand, there is the alternative, with some eoonomical 
advantages to recommend it, of a system that involves the use of 
smaller high-tension currents, used in alternating single or multi- 
phase motors, that are limited to one or, at most, two economical 
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Рілавлм BHowiNoG TRAIN SERVICE AND LOAD CURVE, BETWEEN WATERLOO AND SOUTHAMPTON, 
AUdusr 2ND, 1902. 


speed services; and further, it is practically certain that the sub- 
stitution of electricity for steam as a vehicle of power will of 
itself produce a change of general ideas and of general 
methods. 


The term “high-speed electrical services" may be defined as 
representing frequent communication, without intermediate stops, 
between busy centres that are widely separated.. The speed 
expected will.certainly not be less than 60 miles an hour, and the 
cost of service per ton per mile must not be more than that of 
existing steam servicss. Means that are adopted for such high- 
speed services must be equally available for a modified stopping 
service, as well as for freight and shunting services, because it is 
inconceivable that railway companies will be tempted to electrify 
their lines for their high-speed services alone, and there must be no 
interference with the free use of lines by steam locomotives. 

As some slight indication of the amount of work done by rail- 
ways to-day, a diagram of actual services performed on a typical 
section of line, about 80 miles in length, on one of the busiest days 
of last year, is given. Assuming fixed average loads for the 
various classes of service, the total train-resistance has been 
calculated and plotted as a load curve. This will give a good 


speeds. Opinions differ widely as to the class of traffic for which 
invariable speeds are suited; and it must be confessed that it is 
extremely difficult to foresee the effect that invariable speed would 
have upon the condact of general railway business. It is, how- 
ever, tolerably clear that for any class of business variable speed is to 
be preferred. 

Such pointe as the position and individual power of motors are 
all interesting, but inasmuch as motors arranged on a multiple-unit 
system to ensure minimum train weight, and maximum weight 
available for adhesion, will almost certainly be employed for high- 
speed railway service, whilst electric locomotives of high-power 
capacity for freight, shunting, and other general business, will also 
be required in the railway business of the future, time need not be 
employed in discussing them. 

Transmission, Distribution and Collection of Current.—The princi- 
ples of generation and consumption of current being determined, 
systems of transmission, distribution and collection must to a large 
extent follow. But it is here that the practical difficulties present 
themselves most formidab!y to the railway man. With all the 
complications due to dense traffic within a very limited construction 
gauge, and with the imperative need of safeguarding life and limb, 
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it is difficult to eee how any system of distribution is to be carried 
out without serious objection. 

Transmission perhaps has the fewest difficulties, In view of the 
urgent need for economy in first cost, it is to be hoped that bare 
overhead transmission lines will be used for carrying current at high 
voltage, rather than incur the heavier expense of cables. 

So far as existing practice is a guide, a system of distribution to 
feed a third condactor-rail would appear to meet the needs of the 
case. There are in existence cases of railways where large currents 
are being collected from a third rail at speeds apprcaching 50 miles 
an bour, and experiments in this direction indicate that still 
larger currents than theee can be taken at speeds up to 70 miles 
an hour. But the existence of a third rail at all, in any position, 
introduces trouble in the upkeep of the road and in other direc- 
tions that are better avoided if possible. An overhead-conductor 
system would probably be less unwelcome to the maintenance 
engineer, and from some points of view it has advantages over any 
ground collect ing system. But here, again, if the system is one 
of high-tension triphase current, the duplication of conductors 
presents anotber difficulty. 

It will be interesting to watch the developments in the United 
Btates of the experiments about to be made with single-phase 
alternating currents, involving only one overhead conductor. The 
difficulties of collecting comparatively heavy currents from an over- 
head equipment appear to have been to some extent overcome on 
one of the North Italian railways. 

Systems that bave been advocated of collection from the primary 
conductor for use in а motor-generator оп a locomotive seem 
attractive, and inasmuch as they would do away with sub-station 
difficulties and expenditure, the problem may thus be solved. 

Inaemuch as pure accumulator systems, although they may be 
useful and economical for light branch-services, are not thought to 
bave any promise for heavy general railway wqrk, ro further men- 
tion of them seems called for. 


DirscussioN.* 


Mr, W. E. Lanapon, in the course of some supplementary 
remarks, emphasieed bis opinion as to the 6 ft. way being the 
correct place for the third rail, which he sugyested should be on 
independent sleepers. 

Mr. J. A. F. Asprvauy (L. & Y. Ry.) referred to the position of the 
conductor rai], which had been under discussion by tbe railway com- 
panies, and all those north of the Thames had adopted a common 
arrangement. He pointed out that the load gauge was the 
limiting factor, which controlled the position selected. This 
gauge on tbe northern lines is 8 ft. 8 in. wide, and comes 
down to within 6 in. of the top of the track rail; it alto 
only allows 4 in. side clearance from tome platforms. They 
had placed the conductor rail 3 ft. 114 in. from the centre of 
the track and 3 in. above the running rail, supported on 
the ends of sleepers. Protection boards would be provided 
where considered necessary, 8 in. apart, to allow for play in the 
collector shoe. The L. and Y. Railway Co. were adopting a fourth 
(negative conductor) rail in the centre of the track. The joints 
would be properly bonded, and it would be cross-bonded to the 
track rails, which would form the medium for current return from 
the motors and wheels in the ordinary way. The advantages would 
be found in permanent way construction, only one hole being 
necessary in the track rail, as compared with four in the usual way, 
and the sections could be easily removed when necessary. They 
would put the conductor rail in the 6 ft. way wherever possible. 
The propos al to roof in the conductor rail was not possible on 
account of the small space available. 

Mr. TROTTER referred to the section of the Metropolitan- 
District line recently opened to Harrow as a good example 
of English electrical railway work. There were in this case 
five rails to each track, two + and a — conductor rail being 
provided. There was a difficulty in using the 194-in. distance for 
the conductor rail in the tubes, and a distance of 16 in. had been 
adopted at Harrow, similar to the tubes on account of inter-com- 
munication. He questioned whether it was worth putting an 
insulator under the return rail. The question of trespassers 
influenced the amount of protection to be given to the conductor 
rail, and it would be a necessity in goods yards. A difficulty in the 
case of a hood over {he conductor rail was, he thought, that vertical 
movement of the shoc must be provided for. The arrangement 
adopted at Milan did not commend itself to him. 

Mr. Pob THEIM took up the standpoint that the overhead con- 
ductor was far better than the third rail. In Italy there were two 
electrical trunk railways—the Mediterranean, about 40 miles long, 
worked on the LT. system, and the Adriatic, 70 miles long, 
on the нт. three-phase system, which had been running 
for two years, and bad given such satisfaction to the Italian 
Government that four more electric locos. for use with 
the latter line, which was to be extended, were decided 
on. These locos. would exert 1,700 нр. and draw 400 tons 
at speeds up to 60 miles an hour. In the three-phase system there 
was no difficulty in getting speed variations of 15, 30, 45 and 60 
miles per hour without loss of efficiency, and he queried the prac- 
tical necessity for finer regulation, which could, however, be 
obtained by using suitable resistances. The great feature, however, 
was the difference in cost of the two systems, Ina length of 10 miles 
the cost of the 500-volt third-rail construction would be the same 
as for the three-phase overhead ; but in a length of 30 miles the 
cost of the latter wculd be just half, and with 50 miles one third, 


—— 


The discussions on Mr. Langdon's paper (see page 37 ante), and 
on that of Mr. Jacomb-Hood, were taken together.— Eps. ELzc. Rev. 


that of the former. Instead of costing £8,000 per mile, it would 
cost £3,000. Referring to the supposition that more danger 
attended the use of H.T. overhead conductors, the Italian line had 
run for two years and no accidental death had occurred, and this he 
argued should incline the B. of T. to agree to such a scheme. He 
considered that railway engineers looked too much at their coal costs, 
which may amount to 24d. in the total cost of 1s. per loco.- 
mile. Assuming the coal costs at 24d. per loco.-mile, we should, if 
working electrically at 2d. per unit, have a corresponding figure of 
44d. per mile, but the average figure for loco. upkeep is, say, 24d. to 
3d. per mile, and with the Italian electric locos., only id., and in the 
latter case only one driver is necessary, a saving of 8d. per mile, so 
that we may put the saving at 3d. per mile over any system of 20 
miles. 

Mr. Ross (G.N. Railway) referred to the difficulty of adopting a 
common distance between the conductor and track rails, which he 
regarded as still unsolved. He preferred the conductor rail on 
standards separate from the sleepers. He was disappointed that the 
author had not touched on the carrying capacity of the trains; the 
corridor type as adopted in the tubes only hold 3£0 to 400, as com- 
pared with compartment trains of similar length holding from 650 
to 800 passengers on the steam lines. 

. GATES, for the Metropolitan Co., stated that they 
were compelled to adopt the 16 in. distance between the track and 
conductor rails, in common with other London underground rail- 
ways. The fourth or return conductor rail would have to be 14 in. 
above the track to allow for carrying the shoe (when used) over 
points and crossings. In the tunnels they were obliged to put 
the conductor rail outeide the tracke. 

Mr. Worrarmaron (L & Y. Ry.) considered that everything 
electrical should be in the 6-ft. way, except in stations, where 
the conductors should be close to the platform, and the 6 ft. 
way left clear for patrolling. . He did not consider the 194 - in. 
standard distance gave sufficient room for the plate-layers to 
carry out their track work, which was of greater importance in 
the open than in a tunnel. He disagreed with the suggestion 
for supporting the conductor rai] separately from the track on 
account of the frequent alteration of ievels, and the 14-in. 
distance of a fourth rail above the track would be a very 
narrow margin. 

Mr. FrLETCHER (N.E. Railway) gave some particulars of the 
proposed traek construction for his company's Newcastle electrical 
routes. 

Mr. Francis Fox warned his hearers of the dangers incurred by 
Continental companies in running at high speeds on unsuitable 
tracks. He considered that the running and permanent way depart- 
ments should be one. 

Gen. WEBBER, in the course of some remarks on H.T. distri- 
bution by means of overhead wires, pointed out that there were at 
present large numbers of telegraph and telephone wires at the side 
of the line. On the question of cost, however, be thought overhead 
transmiseion would have to be considered. 

Prof. SmrrH considered that the magnitude of the currents to be 
dealt with would necessitate the use of third rails, The lack of 
speed variations was not a bar to the use of induction motors, as 
drivers could obtain any speed by coasting. There was no example 
of high-speed electric traction in Europe just now; all attempts in 
that direction depended more on the track than the locomotive. 
He did not think that by any possible rigidity of the road bed and 
track, speeds of 100 to 120 miles per hour would be attainable. 
He called attention to the vertical and horizontal oscillations of 
locomotives—the latter due to our system of guiding by two wheels 
andtwo rails; this lurching movement led to the possibility of 
derailment. The reasons for not running at high speeds on the 
Italian lines were the gradientes, goods traffic, &o. He emphasised 
the improved coefficient of adhesion due to the uniform effort of 
the electric motor. 

Mr. CorTBELL referring to the position of the third or conductor 
rail, was convinced tbat the outside one is correct, and that if a 
fourth rail is put between the track rails, it should not be at a higher 
level, owing to the possibility of accident through loose chains 
hanging from the vebicles. They intended on the Liverpool Over- 
bead Railway to adopt the standard position for the conductor 
rail, and hoped shortly to have an alliance with the L. and Y. Co. 
He drew attention to the increased acceleration which was 
obtainable on electrically-worked lines. 

Major CAupzw, in a written contribution, was able now to look 
at the problem of electrification from the point of view of the 
railway director. He considered that & standard system was 
esential, and drew attention to the enormoos difficulties which 
would be met with in crowded junctions and at tunnels and bridges 
—they bad also the Board of Trade to think about, and for the 
moment he was of opinion that the solution lies in accumulator 
locos. Referring to Mr. Jacomb-Hood's paper, where a maximum load 
of 26,000 H.P. was calculated for on the B.W. main line, he sug- 
gested that a suitable generating plant for such an output would 
consist of five sete, four capable of giving the maximum output, 
but three able to do во in emervency. Either gas or steam engines 
of any size were obtainable. He did not agree that tbe direct cur- 
ront series motor was efficient at any speed, and there was no 
necessity to assome that an alternating current motor was worse 
than a continuous one. There might be considerable difficulty in 
collecting current with a slipper at speeds of 60 miles an hour, the 
larger currents would involve the use of slippers baving areas of 
upwards of 100 tq. in, and there might be serious results at 
crossings. 

Mr. TROTTER wished to dieabuse Mr. Portheim and others of the 
idea that the Board of Trade wished in any way to hamper a 
practical scheme for overhead н.т. conductors. if submitted to 
it. 

Mr. Ј^сомв-Ноор, in replying, thought the discussionihad been 
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narrowed down to minor details—he emphasised the importance 
of the wider question as to whether the third rail should be used or 
not. The whole question turned on economy in working. Recent 
discussion on the sizes of generating unita, had shown that it was 


had been carried out on the Continent. In the matter 
of seating capacity, the B.W. Co. were running corridor trains which 
carried 10 per cent. more passengers than the older compartment 
trains of the samelength. It was quite poesible to carry as many 
people per square foot in the corridor as in the compartment car- 
riage, and the public were undoubtedly in favour of a through 
passage at the present time. He questioned whether any company 
spent as much as 1s. per train-mile, and thought 9d. to 10d. 
more nearly correct; there would still, however, be a margin of 
economy in electrical working. He also pointed out that the rail- 
ways South of the Thames һай a narrower load-gauge than the 
Northern lines, and this had caused disagreement; but it was 
finally agreed by the Southern lines, who were in the minority, that 
where necessary girders and buildings should be altered as required, 
in order to conform to the standard. 
Mr. Lanapon also replied briefly, and concluded that there was 
B general agreement of opinion as to the position of the conductor 


eR re ee 


THE ELECTRICAL CONDUCTIVITY OF 
COPPER. : 


By ROLLO APPLEYARD, A.M.Inst.C.E. 


(Concluded from page 4.) 

Relation between Conductivity and log lt may be 
useful to set at rest another matter which concerns the 
subject. It is sometimes suggested that, since the con- 
ducting qualities are defined by the specified resistance per 
nautical mile of cable, it is superfluous to lay down limits 
for the conductivity of the copper. In favour of the 
omission of the conductivity clause from specificatione, it 
is further argued that the manufacturer would gain the 
advan of being left а free hand as to weight of copper, 
and that he would be constrained to keep his copper good, 
because any increase in the dimensions of the conductor 
would result in difficulties in regard to the specified limita 
of capacity and dielectric resistance. In order to discover 
to what extent this constraining influence would be effective 
in such a ease, it is necessary to examine the change pro- 


duced in log. for any core when а definite change is made 
in the percentage condactivity of the copper. 


The weight, m, in pounds per yard of any cylinder of 
diameter d mils and of density A is 


m = 1:0223 d! x ^ x 107% (6) 
Differentiating this, we have— 
p = 2:0446 x dx ^ x 107% (7) 


Since d is in mils by putting ó d — 1 we obtain an 
expression for the change in weight in pounds per yard 
corresponding to a change of 1 mil in the diameter, d, of 
any cylinder of density A. This result can be tabulated 
as follows :— | 


і 
| Change in weight in pounds corre- 
sponding to 1 mil change in diameter 


i inder of А а mils. 
копа су1 Рр Density. К — 
A | Per statute mile. Per nautical mile. 
«men 55 — — — — — —ę— 
| | | 
Gutta-percha 10 | 000360 d | 000415 d 
di x | 89 | 003206 d 0:03692 d 
-rubber | 1.3 000468 d 0:00540 d 


| 
If w, is the weight per nautical mile of a cylindrical 
conductor of 100 per cent. conductivity, and if : is 
the weight of a conductor of the same resistance, length, 
and density, but of lower conductivity, вау (100 — 7j 
we have— 


The change in weight due to change in conductivity is 
T Wy 
(100 — zy 

To take a very ordinary weight, let % = 107, and let 
(100 — z) — 90, so that z — 10, an extreme value for 
conductivity. Hence | 

1% — wg = 11°89 lbs. (8) 
From this it is seen that the retrograde manufacturer who 
desired to use copper of 90 per cent. conductivity for tbat 
type of conductor, would have to add about 12 lbs. to the 
weight of every nautical mile; and as he would only be 
able to purchase the 90 per cent. conductivity copper at a 
very small fraction below the price of high-conductivity copper, 
he would really be out of pocket. Moreover, if the thick- 
ness of dielectric were specified and enforced, the added 
copper would lead to additional expense for dielectric. Let 


*. (иу — w) = 


us now consider what would be the change produced in log » 


by a change of conductivity such as we bave just contem- 


. plated. Corresponding to the diameters p and d mils, let 


w and w be the weights respectively of dielectric and copper, 

in lbe. per nautical mile. From equation (7) since 1 n.m. 

= 2,029 yards, putting A = 8:9 for copper, and w for m. 
% 20446 x 89 x 2,029 x d x 1075 


S" .. 003692 d. (9) 


Also we have, from equation (6) when ^ — 1,and m — w, 
+ = 1:0223 (D? — d?) 2,029 x 10. 
If w is assumed constant, à w = 0, 
^A D.Ópzdód 
д го 


бр= р 97 = 03699 5 CP 
from (9). = 
Now . logio -— = log D — logio | 
E р 34 
ò logio T = logio € (22. m d ) 
From (9) and (9a) | | 
D^ se ò w = 508697 a) 
ке кык (553692 p 003602 450. 09) 


This is a general expression for the change in log 1 due 


to a change, à w, in the weight of copper per nautical mile 
when the weight of gutta-percha per nautical mile is con- 
stant. lf w = 107, and w = 140, the corresponding 
diameters are d = 76:1 and р = 270°7. Further, we 
have seen (cquation 8), that, for this type of core, when the 
conductivity changes from 100 per cent. to 90 per cent., 
R being constant, 6 w = 11°89. 


VF га -— s] 
d 0:03692 27077! 1617 
= 00019087 — 00241517 (10а) 
= — 0:022. 


In the particular case here chosen, for a cylindrical con- 
ductor, 

log -, = 0:55108. 
Hence, the change produced in log 


when the conductivity changes from 100 per cent. to 90 per 
cent. is about — 4 per cent. If D and not w is assumed constant, 
the first term in equation (10) and (10a) vanishes, and the 


corresponding change in log — is — 0:024. "The restrain- 


for this type of core, 


ing influence is therefore, in either case, fairly large; and in 
combination with the increased cost, should be effective. 
It is to the manufacturer rather than to the purchaser of 
cables that the conductivity test is directly of value. Never- 
theless, indirectly, the conductivity clause probably ensures 
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to the purchaser, as well as to the manufacturer, that uniform, 
pure, copper is used ; thus gaining to both the advantage of 
а flexible and generally good mechanical conductor. 

Resistance in Terms of Weight and Conductivity per cent. 
—If the suggestions contained in this article as to the 
definition of standard 100 per cent. conductivity copper are 
accepted, and if it is agreed that the temperature correction 
factor between 60° F. and 75? F. is 0:002395 per 1° F., we 
may deduce that :— 

1. The resistance of a copper wire of 100 per cent. con- 
ductivity, 1 statuts mile in length, weighing 1 lb., is 861-044 
standard ohms at 60? F. Its resistance at 75° F. is 891:977 
standard ohms. 

2. The resistance of а copper wire of 100 per cent. con- 
ductivity, 1 nautical mile in length, weighing 1 lb., is 


1,14436 standard ohms at 60? F. Its resistance at 75° F. is 


1,185:4718 standard ohms. 

This last result enables us to prepare a table from which 
the resistance of any copper conductor of given percentage 
conductivity can be calculated from its weight in lbs. per 
nautical mile. For, since, for a given length, resistance 
varies inversely a8 the weight, if the resistance for 1 lb.-n.m. 
is known, the resistance corresponding to any other weight 
w per n.m. is found by dividing the 1 ]b.-n.m. resistance value 
by w. | 

In the following table the resistances are in standard ohms 
at 75? F.:— . 


Resist- | Resiat- Resist- 


Resist- 

City | negat | шуу | эде | ary бшген. | үну | Snos at 
% |1b.-n.m. | %  |1b.n.m. lb.-n.m. %! | 1b.-n.m. 
105˙0 | 11290 || 102:0 | 1162°2 99:0 | 11974 || 960 | 12349 
104:9 | 1130-1 || 101°9 | 1163-4 || 98°9 | 11987 || 959 | 192362 . 
104:8 | 11312 | 101:8 | 11645 | 98:8 | 1199.9 || 95:8 | 19374 
1047 | 11323 | 1017 | 11667 | 987 | 12011 || 957 | 12387 
104:6 | 113333 | 101°6 | 1166:8 || 98'6 | 1207:3 || 956 | 12400 
104:5 | 11344 | 101:5 | 1168-0 || 98:5 | 1203:5 || 9555 | 1241°3 
104:4 | 113555 | 101:4 | 11691 |} 98-4 | 12047 || 954 | 19426 
1043 | 1136:6 | 101:3 | 11703 || 983 | 12060 || 953 | 12439 
104-2 | 11377 | 1012 | 1171-4 | 982 | 12072 | 953 | 12452 
104:1 | 1138°8 || 101-1 | 11726 | t81 | 1208-4 || 951 | 124655 
104:0 | 11399 || 101:0 | 117377 | 98:0 | 12097 | 95:0 | 12479 
103:9 | 11410 | 100°9 | 11749 | 979 | 12109 | 949 | 12192 
103:8 | 1142-1 || 100:8 | 1176/2 || 97:8 | 12191 || 94:8 | 125055 
103:7 | 1143/2 | 1007 | 11772 | 9777 | 12134 || 947 | 12518 
103:6 | 1144:3 || 100-6 | 11784 || 976 | 1214°6 | 94-6 | 19531 
103:5 | 11454 | 100°5 | 1179°6 | 97:5 | 12159 || 945 | 125155 
103-4 | 1146:5 || 100-4 | 11807 || 974 | 12171 | 944 | 12558 
103:3 | 1147:6 | 100:3 | 1181°9 || 973 | 12184 || 943 | 12571 
103:2 | 11487 | 100-2 | 11531 || 972 | 12196 | 942 | 125855 
103:1 | 1149:8 || 100:1 | 1184:3 |, 971 | 19209 || 941 | 12598 
103-0 | 1150:9 || 100°0 | 118555 || 97:0 | 19921 || 940 | 12611 
102:9 | 11521 | 99:9|11867 | 969 | 12934 || 93:9 | 1262°3 
102:8 | 1153:2 || 99:8 | 11879 || 96:8 | 1294-7 | 93:8 | 126388 
1027 | 11543 | 997 | 1189-0 | 96:7 | 1225:9 | 937 | 12652 
102:6 | 11554 | 99:6 | 119.-2 | 96:6 | 19272 | 93:6 | 126655 
102:5 | 1156:6 | 99:5 | 11914 || 965 | 1228-5 || 93:5 | 12679 
102-4 | 11577 | 99:4 | 1192-6 | 96:4 | 12297 | 93:4 | 1269-2 
102:3 | 1158°8 | 99:33 | 1193:8 | 96:3 | 19310 || 93:3 . 1270°6 
102:3 | 11600 | 99°2 | 11950 || 96:2 | 12323 || 932 | 12720 

1021 | 11611 | 991 | 11962 | 961 


1233°6 | 931 | 1273:3 


| 

For workshop test specimens of copper, it is convenient 

to note that upon the basis here suggested, the resistance, 7, 

of 30 ft. of copper wire, n inches in diameter, of 100 per 
cent. conductivity, is— 


озо, standard ohm at 60° F. 


r = 


THE ERITH TRAMWAY SCHEME. 


[BY OUR LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR. ] 


THERE are many valuable lessons to be learnt by a careful 
study of the evidence which is put before Parliament in 
support of & municipal tramway scheme. Those of the 
outside public who are interested in the progress of electric 
traction naturally direct tbeir attention to the engineering 
problems which have to be overcome, and carefully study the 
evidence of the engineers upon whose advice, and with 
whose assistance, the scheme is brought within the range of 
iet politics. Again, the ratepayers of the district who 

ope to reap the benefit of a new and rapid system of loco- 
motion naturally take a deep interest in the matter; and, 


assuming the undertaking is going to be a financial succesa, 
they look upon it, as ratepayers, with a favourable eye. 

But do the ratepayers—and by that term we mean the 
persons who really pay the rates—always take for granted 
that every scheme promoted by the local authority is going 
to be successful ? It is assumed, and as a little reflection 
will show it must necessarily be assumed, by the members of 
every Parliamentary Committee who have to consider a 
tramway scheme promoted by un urban or rural district 
council, that the ratepayers are the real promoters; and 
that, in putting forward and supporting the project, the 
council is merely acting as the mouthpiece of the inbabitants. 
If every dissentient ratepayer were entitled to come forward 
and state his view as to the financial prospects of the 
undertaking, the inquiry before a Private Bill Committee 
might be indefinitely prolonged. 

But alas! the assumption that the District Council repre- 
sents the ratepayers may be very well in theory, but it is 
hardly the case in practice. Times and again, when a 
municipal tramway scheme is brought before Parliament, 
many ratepayers wish to make objection, but cannot do so 


because they are too late. Too late, because they have 


relied upon random statements by members of the Council 
to the effect that the scheme is sure to pay and is bound to 
relieve the rates; and because they have not taken the 
trouble to inquire into the facta and examine the figures for 


themselves. 


A careful study of the proceedings in the Erith Tram- 
way Bill before the House of Commons reveals a state of 
things which we hope is of infrequent occurrence. 

By this measure the Erith Urban District Council sought 
amongst other things to establish a system of electric tram- 
ways, the course of which lay, rougbly speaking, between 
Erith and Woolwich. The total extent of the proposed 
lines was about 10 miles. Part of the route, namely, that 
which lies between Belvedere and Woolwich, was outside the 
district of the promoters, and outside the County of Kent. 
It was, iv fact, the County of London and the district of the 
Woolwich Corporation; but the promoters had brought 
their scheme before Parliament without obtaining the 
consent of either of these bodies; and, as might have 
been expected, both these bodies appeared in opposition to 
the Bill in so far as it interfered with their interests, The 
measure was also opposed by the South-Eastern Railway on 
the ground of competition, and also because the promoters 
asked for powers to carry their tramlines over the railway, 
to abolish an existing level crossing, and to have it declared 
that the railway company should defray half the cost of the 
necessary bridge. "The Bill was also opposed by certain 


influential frontagers in Belvedere. 


We have said that the route of the proposed line lay 
between Woolwich and Erith; as a matter of fact, the 
promoters sought power to construct two parallel lines, one 
close to the South- Eastern Railway line and the other over a 
steep hill through Belvedere. It was also proposed to run a 
single line down Picardy Hill—a narrow road having very 
rteep gradients and sharp curves, leading from Upper Belve- 
dere to the Belvedere station. ! 

The case for the promoters having been concluded, the 
Committee found that with the Picardy Hill route the 
gradients were too steep, and they, therefore, held the 
preamble not proved in so far as this line was concerned. 
With regard to the remaining lines, they expressed the view 
subject to hearing the petitioners against the Bill—that 
the London County Council and Woolwich Corporation 
might come to some arrangement with the promoters, and 
that the South-Eastern Railway might be able to settle with 
the promoters the terms upon which the bridge should be 
built. At the conclusion of the whole case, however, the 
Committee declined to sanction any part of the line outside 
the Erith district without the consent of the London County 
Council. In, fact they gave the London County Council the 
first option to construct, and they also found that the 
preamble was not proved in so far as the greater part of the 
line from Belvedere to Woolwich was concerned. As the 
ostensible object of the Bill was to .establish tramway 
communication between Woolwich and Erith, it will be 
seen that the scheme has practically failed in its 
entirety. The overhill route failed because that part which 
was authorised only extended halfway ; the lower route fails 
because the portion authorised only extends to the boundary 
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of the County of London, and can go no further unless at 
some future time the County Council see fit to extend their 
existing Woolwich line to the Erith district, or give tne 
Erith Council the right to carry out the work on their own 
account. 

Some of the evidence put before the Committee in sup- 
port of this scheme is of the greatest interest to those who 
are interested in municipal trading. 

The estimated cost of the tramways when completed was 
£190,000. The present municipal debt amounts to 
£130,000. The rateable value of the district is about 
£153,000. The rates have increased from 6s. 8d. in the £ 
in 1899 to 8s. 4d. in the £ in 1902, and in addition to this 
there is a sewer rate upon certain classes of property of 7d. 
in the £. 

According to the company’s engineer it would require a 
ten-minute service and a return of 8d. per car-mile to make 
the trams pay. The present population of Erith is about 
25,000. That of the entire district proposed to be served 
could not exceed 50,000. Yet, in the light of these facts, 
the Council were proposing to incur, by degrees, of course, 
an additional debt of £190,000. Further comment upon the 
facta and figures to which we have referred were almost un- 
necessary. Let us glance for a moment at the engineering 

tof the scheme. It was admitted by those called on 
behalf of the promotera that about 58 per cent. of the pro- 
posed lines if laid down would lie within the statutory limit 
of 9 ft. 6 in. from the curb. Yet it was urgued that the 
public necessity for the trams was so great that the rights of 
frontagers and the claims of the wayfaring public should be 
altogether ignored. A search through a report of the pro- 
ceedings fails to disclose the alleged public need. 

One word as to the gradients. It appeared that on the 
Picardy Hill route, which, as we have seen was thrown out 
before the case for the petitioners against the Bill was heard, 
there were gradients ranging from 1 in 10 to 1 in 14. In 
the course of his cross-examination on behalf of the South- 
Eastern Railway Co., Sir Ralph Littler put the following 
question to one of the witnesses :—“ Is it not the fact that 
there is a curve of 70 ft. radius in the middle of these steep 
places, a worse one than the one at the bottom of the hill, 
about halfway down?” And the answer was, Ves. I 
remember that curve, because I considered what would 
happen in the event, which we hope will never occur, of a car 
coming off the track owing to trying to go round that curve 
at an excessive rate of speed, and as the thing is arranged at 
present the result, though it might be very serious, would be 
somewhat mitigated by the fact that the people would be 
thrown into an orchard!” . 

This answer,as was no doubt intended by the eminent 
witness who gave it, created a laugh, but the study of such 
evidence, and there was much of a similar kind luid before 
the Committee, onght to have a lasting effect upon the 
minds of those who are inclined to look upon every muni- 
cipal scheme with a favourable eye. Is it surprising that a 
Committee of the House of Commons have seen fit to knock 
ihe bottom ont of a scheme in favour of which the very 
promoters were hardly ‘able to give any satisfactory 
evidence ? 

We congratulate the ratepayers of the Erith Urban 
District that through the kind offices of the petitioners 
against the Bill, their representatives on the Council have 
been prevented from rushing headlong into further debt ; 
but at tbe same time we sympathise with them in having to 
dı fray the costs of an attempt to obtain Parliamentary 
powers for tramways for which the promoters were unable to 
show there was any public need. 


HOLIDAY TRAFFIC ON TRAMWAYS. 


By L. E. HARVEY, A.M.LE.E. 


THE question of holiday traffic on tramways is just now, 
during these summer montbs, being prominently brought 
before the notice of tramway managers and officials who 
have to cope with it. 


Easter Monday, Whitsun Monday and Tuesday, and August 
Bank Holiday are probably the four days in the year on 
which there is the heaviest service, and to these must be 
added perhaps a dozen exceptionally fine Saturdays and 
Sundays, and in the case of moat towns, perhaps, three other 
days in the year upon which there may be some special event, 
such as races, sports or cricket matches. | 

Taking the case of Bank holidays, we find that the rush 
commences fairly early in the day, and increases rapidly till 
about the middle of the afternoon ; then, if at all, there is a 
slight lull, and after that the returning rush comes on, and 
laste, perhaps, till midnight, or even later. The service, 
most probably, is not commenced so early as on ordinary 
weekdays, but if we take the hours as 7 а.ш. till 1 a.m., 
we have 18 hours’ exceptionally heavy traffic. This will 
mean two shifts of drivers and conductors, or, at any rate, 
of drivers, though the conductors might possibly work the 
long shift. АП the men would have to be paid double time 
for these Bank holidays. 

In the case of fine week-ends and special days, the traffic 
will not compare with Bank holidays, but will still be 
exceptionally heavy. On Saturdays especially there will be 
a longer day’s run, as the cars are started at the ordinary 
early hours, and continue just as late, making perhaps, a 
21-hour day. This will mean longer shifts for the men, 
though they will not be paid double time throughout. 

Coming now to the provision of extra cars for these 
holidays. In most towns the number of cars in regular use 
on working days will not exceed, perhaps, 60 or 70 per cent. 
of the total number in stock, leaving 30 or 40 per cent. as 
stand-bys (many of which are undergoing repairs, over- 
hauling and painting) for Saturday afternoons and other 
extra traffic. The exact percentages are, of course, 
dependent on the local conditions of each separate system, 
and these can only be arrived at with very careful judgment 
and close observation of the needs of the districts served. 

And here comes the most important question, how far it 
pays to keep a certain number of cars especially for holiday 
and week-end traffic, which are idle, or practically so, 
for the rest of the year. It is a matter that requires con- 
siderable calculation and foresight. Probably it is better to 
err on the side of having too few than too many spares. The 
chief items of expense of these extra cars run on special 
occasions, Without taking into account the cost of current 
used, are, extra time to drivers, &c., cost of car-shed housing, 
and general upkeep during the greater part of the year when 
they are notin use. The profits derived from these extra 
cars must represent a fairly large percentage of their capital 
cost, plus depreciation. Undoubtedly it pays to provide a 
certain number of extra cars, but exactly how far to carry 
the point is, as has been said, a very delicate matter, and 
requires great judgment on the part of the responsible 
person. 

Then, again, we have the provision of extra drivers and 
conductors for these cars. Perhaps the best plan, and cer- 
tainly the most obvious one, is to take a certain number of 
the regular conductors and train them as drivers, paying 
them, of course, a slightly higher wage than ordinary con- 
ductors during the rest of the year. Their places as con- 
ductors and the extra conductors on the special cars can 
then usually be filled by pretty well all the men about the 
sheds, such as cleaners, fitters, &c. There is not very much 
to be learnt by a conductor, and these odd men could have a 
certain amount of instruction; and even if they do miss a 
few more fares than a “regular,” the chances of pilfering 
are reduced to а minimum, and they do not need to have a 
particularly good knowledge of each route and its special 
stopping places. 

Of course every available car should be got ready before a 
Bank holiday, none should be in the paint shop, or under- 
going slight repairs, &c., but at the same time every car that 
goes out must be in perfectly good condition, especially with 
regard to its brakes, controller, motor and trolley connections, 
and particular attention should be paid to the trolley head 
and wheel, as nothing is more vexatious on such an occasion 
than damage to.the overhead work caused by a trolley 
jumping, and putting, perhaps, a whole route out of gear for 
some hours. It is a point that is very often overlooked in 
the hurry of getting cars out, and if a bad wheel happens to 
be noticed just at the last moment, the remark is heard “ let. 
it go and chance it! 
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As to handling the people starting from termini, the 
queue system is certainly the best, but to carry this out with 
any degree of success requires the co-operation of the police, 
and the presence of а traffic official who can, by telephone or 
otherwise, call out extra cars from the sheds as required. 
The best arrangement is to have a continuous service of 
cars starting at short intervals, if the route is a suitable one. 
In the case of a hilly route these intervals between cars 
should be as long as possible, because if the cars are sent off 
in batches of say three or four, and these get to the bottom of a 
dip in the road at the same time as three or four cars coming in 
the opposite direction, you get the case of six or eight cars going 
uphill at the same time, and the result is that the pace is either 
very *crawly" or the cutters are knocked out at the 
station. If this latter happens, of course all the cars are 
stopped while the cutters are being replaced, and then it is 
an invariable rule for all the drivers to simultaneously put 
their controllers full on at once, and the cutters again come 
out. Of course, with single-track work with loops, this is 
to a large extent unavoidable, but in this case not more than 
two cars should be despatched together. 

A word about the generating station. If it is a combined 
one for traction and lighting, then a Bank holiday is not 
such a strain, as there will be a very small lighting load (due 
to shops being shut) and nearly every unit can be put on 
traction. That is, of course, if the systems are adapted to 
each other. For this to be so requires the lighting system 
to be a three-wire one at 200 to 230 volts, and the machines 
so designed that when they are changed from shunt to com- 
pound the voltage is raised to the traction pressure. In the 
case of a separate traction station, we have to rely on the 
spare plant to take all the extra load. And here again comes 
the question of providing additional plant for special 
occasions, If extra cars are provided, then there must be 
sufficient standby generating plant to cope with them. 
Probably in a traction station every available unit will be 
working at top load, and if anything breaks down it is a 
case of shutting down the lot. Every care should, therefore, 
be taken to thoroughly overhaul the engines, pumps and 
condensers, &c., some days previously. The generating cost 
on these occasions will be slightly greater, as engine drivers 
and firemen will expect double pay, and probably also, 
they will take a lot of looking after owing to their propensity 
to join in the general festivities before they come on shift. 

In conclusion, it may be said that these holidays cause an 
enormous amount of worry and anxiety to those responsible, 
but if the traffic is properly * worked,” a good, and generally 
much needed, fillip is given to the financial side of the 
undertaking. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


‘Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 829, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


13.900. “Improvements in billiard chalk-holders and suspending devices 
therefor, such suspending devices also being applicable to electric light fittings 
and the like.” T. J. Watkins. June 22nd. 

13,911. Improvements in automatic electric circuit breakers.” А. B 
REvNpzns, C. В. AvEL, R. D. T. ALEXANDER and J. R, SpURRIER. June 22nd. 

13,916. An improved process for rendering marble aseptic. and for 
increasing its properties of electrical insulation." H. H. Lake. (Chemisch- 
пое Fabrik Dr. Alb. R. W. Brand & Co., G. m. b. H., Germany.) June 
22nd. 

13,937. Therapeutic electro-magnetic and Faradio healer.” Е. C. FigHER. 
June 23rd. 

18,945. “ An improved electrical motor starting switch." U. HonRsFALL, 
J. CuowTHER and T. C. WILD, all trading as the The New Contact Controller 
Co." June 23rd. 

13,970. ‘ Improvements in indicator-jacks for telephone switchboards." W. 
AITKEN. June 23rd. 

13,963. “Improvements in induction coils.” J. SLI TrDOoRT. (Date applied 
for under Patents Act, 1901, April Sth, 1903, being date of application io United 
States.) June 2rd. (Complete.) 

13,992. Ап improved electric sparking plug for internal combustion 
engines.” H. HinsT and H. J. Coates. June 23rd. 

14,021. " Improvements in galvanic batteries.“ 
Com plete.) 

14,028. Improved process and apparatus for the production of metals of 
the alkali group, and alkalies by electrolysis." Е. A. ASHCROFT. June 23rd. 

14,002. “ An improved electrical cash checking machine.” E. Сскзв. 
June 24th. 

14,079. ** Improvements in controlling systems for electric motors." Tie 
BnirisH WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC AND MaNvrACTURING Co., Ltp. (The 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., United Btates.) June 24th. 

14,106. “Improvements in clec'rically operated ventilators.” H. J. НАррАХ, 
(The Bergmann-Electricitits Werke Aktiengesellschaft, Germany.) June 24th. 
Complete.) 


P. BRANDT. June 23rd. 


14,107. "Improvements in and relating to electrically operated lifts." A. H. 
ApAMs and J. T. MouLps. June 24th. 

14,163. "Improvements in apparatus for electric lighting." F. W. LR TALL- 
The Cooper- Hewitt Electric Co , United States.) June 25th. 


14,164. “Improvements in gas or vapour electric apparatus.“ F. W. Le TALL. 
(The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,165. “Improvements in gas or vapour electric apparatus.” F. W.LE 
TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 75th. 


14,166. “Improvements relating to gas or vapour electric apparatus." F. We 
ПЕ Tatu. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,167. “Improvements in systems of electrical distribution." F. W. LE 
TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,168. Improvements i^ systems of electrical distribution." F. W. LR. 
TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,169. "Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” F. W. LE: 
TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,170. арш in starting means for gas or vapour electric арра- 
ratus." F. W. Le TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) 
June 25th. 

11,171. "Improvements relating to gas or vapour electric apparatus." F. W. 
LE TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electrio Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,172. "Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” F. W. LE 
Tatu. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 

14,178. "Improvements relating to breaking and controlling electric cir-- 
cuits.” F. W. Le Таш. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.)“ 
June 26th. 

14,174. "Improvements in systems of electrical distribution." F. W. LR. 
TALL. (The Cooper-Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 

14,175. Improvements in gas or vapour electric apparatus“ F. W. Le- 
TALL. (The Cooper- Hewitt Electric Co., United States.) June 25th. 


14,176. *“ Improvements in electric heaters or rheostats." F. C. NEWRLI. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, June 27th, 1902, being date of appli- 
cation in United States.) June 25th. (Complete.) 

14,190. Improvements relating to wireless telegraphy.” 8. G. BROWN- 
June 25th. 

14,204. "Improvements in or relating to telephone systems with central 
battery." G.M. T. Pittx. June 25th. (Complete.) 

14,11. Improved electric switch and circuit breaker.“ VERITYsS, LTD., and 
E. J. SELBY. June 27th. 

14,219. Internal enamelling of electroplated and silver hollow-ware- 
articles." W.KrNyon and S. Hopson. June 27th. 

14,247. “Improvements in electric resistances.” H. V. KnAMER. June 

th. 


14,269. “Improvements relating to electrical fire alarms and other electrical 
signalling systems—telegraphy, telephony, wireless telegraphy and the like.” 
E.G. PuLrORD. June 27h. 

14,26. ‘Improvements in cases or covers for the protection of electrical: 
apparatus." C. M. Dorman and R. A. Smita. June 27th. (Complete.) 


14.295. Improve ments in electro-magnets, especially applicable for use in 
electro-magnetic separators.” THE Ёрївөх ORE-MILLING SYNDICATE, LTD. 
(Т. A. Edison, United States.) June 27th. 

14,304. “Improvement in parking plugs for electric ignition of gas or oib 
engines." J. B. Jarvis. June 27th. 

14,909. “ An electric roasting oven.” G. E. DuTERTRE and M. F. H. Морат. 
June 27th. 

14,318. "Improvements in apparatus for regulating the supply of current in: 
electric mains." H. W. BUTLER. June 27th. 

14,963. " Improvements in telephone call recording systems.” H. H. LAKE. 
(The Automatic Telephone Meter Co., United States.) June 27th. 

14,878. “ An improvement relating to the illumination of railway or like 
signals by electric incandescence lamps." S1iEMENs Bros. & Co., LTD., and. 
L. M. G. Fz&kkina. June 27th. (Complete.) А 

14,375. "Improvements in switches for use in connection with selective 
eleciric signalling apparatus.“ С. M. Jacoss and A. H. NicHuoLsoN. June 27th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 899, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


452. “An improvement in electrical ignition apparatus for internal com- 
bustion engines.” C. D. Abel. (Communicated.) ated January 7th. 

2,520. “Improved means of connecting and disconnecting electric mains or 
cables in street boxes." 8. E. Britton. Dated January Jist. 

2,521. ** Ап improved disconnecting box for electric mains with means for 
rendering same gas and waterproof.” S. E. Britton. Dated January 3lst. 


2,786. Improved magneto-electric ignition apparatus for gas engines.“ 
G. Honold. Dated February 3rd. 

2,88. ‘Improvements in rail bonds or connecting strips for electric rail- 
ways." М.Т. Whiton. Dated February 4th. 

8.142. “Improvements in or relating to safety device for electrio overhead 
conductors." A. J. Boult. Dated February "th. 

2. 153. Ап electro-magnetically-operated switch for opening and closing an 
electrical circuit." C E. G. Gilbert. Dated February 7th. 

8,163. ‘Improvements relating to secondary circuits of alternating currents.“ 
R. Grisson. Dated February Tth. 

8,336. “Improvements in electrical resistances.” Dated 
February 10th. 

8,748. "Improvements in or relating to alternate-current distribution for 
railways and tramways.” W. M. Mordey. Dated February 18th, 

99.101. ‘Improvements relating to electric illuminating devices, chiefly 
designed for use in connection with signs and the like on amsar lines.“ 
H. H. Lake. (Reversible Electric Car Co, U.S.A.) Dated October 18th. 

23,734. "Improved grinding device for the trolley wheels of electrically- 
driven tram and like cars.” J. A. Miller. Dated October 30th. 

24,260. Improvements in or relating to trolleys for electric railways with 
overhead conductors.” E. Lemànge. Da' ed November 6th. 

26,552. ‘Improvements in selective signalling by electro-magnetic waves.“ 
R. A. Fessenden. Dated December 2nd. 

97,402. “An improved manufacture of porcelain insulators and other 
hollow earthenware articles and apparatus therefor.” F. M. Loche. Dated 
December 16th. 

28,248, ‘Improvements in electrical resistance coils." H. P. Davis. Dated 
December 22nd. 

28,340. “Improvements in railway switches and in means for operating 
same.” C. A. Day. Dated December 231d. (Communicated.) 

28,808, ‘Improvements in connection with galvauic batteries." The Halsey 
Electric Generator Co., Ltd. Dated December 30th. (Communicated.) 


R. Hopfelt. 
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HIGH-SPEED ELECTRIC TRACTION ON 
RAILWAYS. Р 


Ат the Engineering Conference which has lately been held 
in London, Mr. Jacomb-Hood, the chief engineer of the 
London & South-Western Railway, introduced the above 
subject in a short but very interesting paper, which, coming 
аз it does from one of the principal railway men in this 
country, is of the greatest value as voicing the views held 
in railway circles ; he defines the problem under considera- 
tion and states that “it must not be confounded with the pro- 
blems in short distance and omnibus traffic that have alone 
been dealt with hitherto in this country, nor must existing 
practice under steam be allowed to limit the imagination as 
to possibilities of service by electricity. As the question 
develops, it becomes clear in the first place that the existing 
adaptations of electricity to traction are not altogether suit- 
able fer general railway business, including economical high 
speed services; and, further, it is practically certain that the 
substitution of electricity for steam as a vehicle of power 
will of itself produce a change of general ideas and general 
methods.“ . 

Although, as Mr. Jacomb-Hoođ very correctly saya, there 
have been no long-distance electric lines constructed as yet 
in this country, there are some very fine examples of lines 
from 60 to 100 miles in length being operated at the present 
day in the United States of America, on which speeds up io 
60 miles an hour are freyuently reached. At the same time, 
these lines are more or less separate undertakings, and are 
not ranning in conjunction with the old-established steam 
railroad systems. 

There can be no doubt that there are serious difficulties 
in the path of railway companies. There are many portions 
of suburban and other lines upon which the traffic is very 
dense and the stations very close together, constituting a 
state of affairs with which electric traction is pre-eminently 
suited to deal; and if the lines had to be built at the 
present day, there could be no doubt that electric traction 
would mean increased receipts and decreased working 
expenses compared with steam, and would give an infinitely 
better service at the same time. According to Mr. Jacomb- 
Hood, the reason why the railway companies do not make 
the necessary transformation is almost entirely a financial 
one, and we quite agree with him that it is this which is at 
the root of their hesitation. The difficulty is sutliciently 
real to cause the railway companies to shirk the responsibility 
of decisive action, unless competing lines force their hands, 
a8 will undoubtedly be the case in the near future. 

We are glad to see it stated by such an authority on 
railway matters, that “it may be granted that conversion, 
in the case of services where electricity can with certainty 
compete economically with steam, will come, and that 


any new railways, built to connect large centres of 
C 
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traffic with a high.speed service, will, without doubt, be 
equipped electrically. 

Mr. Jacomb-Hood divides his subject into three sections, 
viz., generation, consumption, and transmission. In the 
first ‘section, in considering the power station, he entirely 
ignores the steam turbine. This is the more surprising in 
view of the fact that the Metropolitan District and the 
Metropolitan Railways are installing 5,000 Kw. turbo- 
generators in the power stations which are now being erected 
at Neasden and at Chelsea Creek, and that the Yorkshire 
Power Co. are doing the same. Furthermore, turbo- 
generators are also installed in the power station which 
will supply current for the experimental loop line which the 
N. E. Ry. Co. is constructing on Tyneside, and we 
certainly cannot agree with the statement that it can be 
foreseen with some confidence that moderate speed engines 
directly coupled to alternators generating in single or multi- 
phase form at tensions as high as circumstances allow, will 
be used." 

In considering the second division of his paper, we quite 
agree with Mr. ,Jacomb-Hood that for long-distance lines, 
and particularly for high speed long-distance lines, the 
general course of events points towards the use, in some 
form or other, of alternating current motors, as this will 
considerably decrease both the cost of installation and the 
complication of operation. 

In treating of the transmission and distribution, Mr. 
Jacomb-Hood, as a railway man, is naturally faced by what 
is certainly a difficult, although not an insurmountable, 
problem, viz., the question of the difficulties of distribution 
with the large amounts of power that would be necessary in 
railway work. The question of the relative advantages 
and disadvantages of overhead wire and third rail con- 
dactore, was fully discussed in the famous arbitration which 
took place two years ago between the Metropolitan and 
Metropolitan District Railways, in deciding as to the 
system of traction which should be adopted on their lines. 
Without going into this question again now, we think that 
it is quite possible to lay out a third-rail system which 
would prove perfectly satisfactory ; if considered advisable 
some system might be employed in which the rail is 
dead, with the exception of that portion over which the 
train is passing. 

Mr. Jacomb-Hood does not, we think, appreciate the fact 
tbat with high voltages on the working conductor, such as 
are used on some of the overhead lines on the Continent, the 
actual current collected is not at all large, which greatly 
reduces the difficulty of collecting the same from the con- 
ductor. Such pressures, of course, can only be used with 
overhead working conductors. 

As for Mr. Jacomb-Hood's emphatic statement regarding 
accumulator traction, undoubtedly, on the face of it, this 
method is most attractive, but it must be admitted that up 
to the present date there exists no accumulator which has 
ever given satisfactory results for this class of work, what- 
ever may be forthcoming in the future; in any case, we 
agree with the author that pure accumulator systems have 
no immediate promise for heavy general railway work, and 
in view of the repeated failures which have been experienced 
with accumulator traction, whether by itself or combined 
with the overhead trolley, it would be exceedingly inadvisable 
at this time for a railway company to launch forth into 
any extensive experiment in this direction. 


WHEN one contemplates the proceed- 
ings of some of our “admirable muni- 
cipal institutions,” one is often at a loss to decide whether 
they are more laughable or more exasperating. In the case 
of the debate of the L.C.C. which was reported in our last 
issue, however, there is no room for doubt. Misrepresenta- 
tion, inaccuracy, and surmise such as are found therein can 
only excite the indignation of professional readers. Yet 
there are some members of the Council who know, and who 
endeavour to enlighten their colleagues. For example, the 
remarks of Mr. Sydney Low were temperate, thoughtfal 
and to the point; the only propositions to which we can take 
exception are his suggestions that difficulties may be experi- 
enced with the conduit due to flooding and in cleaning, 
which we think are unimportant. At the present rate 
of progress it will certainly be several years before 
even 100 miles of track are electrically equipped, and as 
Mr. Low suggests, 15 or 20 years must elapse ere the con- 
duit system is extended throughout Loudon. Who knows 
what may happen by then? Certainly the last word has 
not been uttered in electric traction, and the conduit, in its 
present shape, has barely existed for 10 years. 

Mr. Straus pointed out that the Borough Councils would 
not accept the overhead trolley system, and adduced that 
of Stepney as an instance ; the borough councillors naturally 
ask why they should have overhead wires, when other parts 
of London have the conduit ? Thus do the misdeeds of the 
L.C.C. recoil upon its own head, for had it not belauded the 
conduit system, and abused the trolley system ad nauseam, 
it would not have had to explain to the subordinate 
authorities that what is good for aristocratic Lambeth won't 
do at all for democratic Stepney, and во on. . Such invidious 
distinctions are odious to the self-respecting ratepayers of 
the East-end. *' The only way to transform the tramways, 
was to adopt the conduit system, and ask ratepayers to bear 
the expense, which would not be regretted aflerwards !” 
Well we trust not. . . . but we have our misgivings. 

Mr. J. A. Baker perceived that Mr. Low was “ biassed 
in favour of one system." This, from Mr. Baker, is a gem 
of the purest water. Surely the speaker intended it as a 
compliment to Mr. Low; a touching acknowledgment cf 
the flattery of imitation, though we cannot regard it as 
justified. Mr. Baker then said that “the trolley method 
was being replaced in many cities by the more sightly, safer, 
and, in the long run, more economical conduit system.” 
We should be glad to learn the names of ће “ many cities," 
and exactly how the conduit is more economical than the 
trolley—a thing which has never been revealed even by the 
most ardent advocates of the conduit. Is it more economical 
in sinking fund and interest on capital? Is there any 
saving due to its use which can be named in comparison 
with the extra £700 per annum per mile of single track 


The L.C.C. Amateurs 
in Conclave. 


` entailed by its adoption? 


It was well known that, when once laid down, there was 
no disturbance of the conduits themselves for 30 or 40 
years, whereas the overhead work on the trolley system had 
to be replaced every three or four years.” We cannot 
adequately characterise these statements and be polite. The 
oldest conduit system working—that at Buda-Pesth—was 
started in 1889, 14 years ago. Whence comes Mr. Baker's 
authority for“ 30 or 40 years?" As for the replacement of 
the trolley construction every three or four years, how can 
even a County Councillor utter, or believe, such nonsense ? 
Our readers will know how to deal with it. Mr. Baker 
knows perfectly well that the question of interference with 
Greenwich Observatory had nothing whatever to do with the 
adoption of the conduit on the South London lines, and will 
only affect a small proportion of the tramways projected. 
He claimed that traffic on the conduit lines was not stopped 
by the recent floods, though “other systems and the under- 


| 


Vol. 59. No. 1,338, JuLY 17, 1903.) 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 88 


ground railways were blocked and flooded.” What other 
systems ? and what has the underground railway to do with 
it? Moreover, even the conduit will be shut down in flood- 
time, where it passes through a depression. Mr. Baker 
arbitrarily reduced the excess cost cf the conduit 
system to £4,000, or £4,500 per mile of track, and restated 
the imaginary economy of the system, to the adoption of which 
he appeared to attribute the fact that (during a few weeks’ 
working) the cars had earned 15d. per mile instead of 12d. 
ag estimated ; bat the trolley car would have earned the 
same, and would have been doing so six months sooner. 

Mr. Waterlow pointed out the difficulties that the trolley 
system would meet with in negotiating the railway bridges in 
the north of London. Seeing that the conduit cars in 
Sonth London haye already accounted for some hats and 
nearly killed one passenger in passing under bridges, we fail 
to see the force of this argument. The trolley car, in fact, 
can go under any bridge that a conduit car can pass through 
with equal safety. Apropos of the South London bridges, 
seeing that a sudden and untidy death awaits the 
passenger who stands up to them, and remembering the 
attachment of the L.C.C. to sesthetic appearance, we would 
suggest that a sloping roof be fitted to each bridge, making 
an angle of, say, 30° with the horizontal, so that the 
incautious passenger, instead of being brained or knocked off 
the end of the car, will be simply bonneted, and persuaded 
to sit down—rather quickly, perhaps, but, at any rate, with 
a fighting chance of survival. For the rest, Mr. Waterlow 
found quite a number of advantages in favour of tbe trolley 
system, which had apparently been forced upon his attention 
by the fact that the North Metropolitan Tramways Co. had 
manifested a disposition to fight shy of the conduit. 

Mr. J. W. Benn invoked the authority of the Local 
Government Board, and capped the discussion with the 
remark that what was good enough for a syndicate was good 
enough for the Council. Ye gods! That we should have 
lived to see such hamility on the part of the chairman of 
the Highways Committee! Mr. Benn was referring to the 
conduit system ; but that does not affect the force of his 
remark. Probably we shall see, by-and-by, that the 
trolley, which is good enough for the North Metropolitan, 
will be good enough for the L.C.C.—perforce. 


— —— ee 


Pelläk-Virag Rapid Telegraph. — We have received 
from Herr A. Pollak a pamphlet relating to the development of 
this most interesting system of high-speed telegraphy, since the 
International Conference at Paris in 1900. The apparatus have 
now been put into practical shape, and are in snccessful use between 
Berlin and Frankfort, a distance of about 370 miles. The chief 
difficulties which bave been overcome, were the construction of 
automatic developing apparatus aud a perforating machine, both of 
which raised entirely new problems. The former apparatus, now 
perfected, enables development to be completed in from 5 to 6 
seconds, and fixing in 6 to 7 seconds, while the sensitive paper 
leaves the apparatus almost dry and ready for delivery. The 
perforator is operated like a type-writing machine, needing a 
minimam of practice, and is capable of perforating five or six letters 
per second. The system was applied with the improved apparatus 
over the line between Pozsony and Buda-Pesth, 133 miles lorg, and 
worked satisfactorily from October 24th to December 18th, 1902, 
reaching when required a speed of 45,000 words per hour with two 
line wirea. On the strength of this performance the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences awarded the inventors the Wahrmann prize; 
the Hungarian Portal Department also reported most favourably on 
tbe practical working of the system, but could not adopt it because 
the telegraph department could not find enough work for it! 
Later, Herr Pollák (unfortunately Herr Virág died in 1901, at the 
early age of 31) demonstrated the apparatus at Berlin before the 
German Emperor, and experiments were carried out by tbe 
Imperial Post and Telegraph Department on lines between Berlin 
aad Konigsberg, 370 and 440 miles in length, with satisfactory 
resulte, in consequence of which the system is now in practical use 

Berlin and Frankfort by the Imperial Post Office. 

It may be noted that iron wire lines are not suitable for use on 
the Pollàk-Viraz system, owing to electro-magnetic inertia diffi- 
culties, but bronze lines are perfectly satisfactory. The telegrams 
sre reproduced by the apparatus, not on ribbons, but in column form 
on paper 22 in. wide, ready for delivery without re-writing or 
pasting on a ferm. 


PROTECTION OR FAIR TRADE. 


[COMMUNICATED.] | 
THERE is an Italian proverb somewhat to the effect that a 
man always thinks another man's wife prettier than his 
own. The English of this is concisely expressed in the 
leading article of the ELECTRICAL Review, June 5th, 
thus :—'* We English people are too prone to see our dis- 
advantages, and not sufficiently ready to recognise the dis- 
advantages of other people." We magnify every little 


disadvantage of Free Trade, and minimise the greater evils 


of Protection. 

In the present controversy, Protectionist writers claim to 
have on their side a monopoly of intelligent argument, and 
those who venture to think differently are stigmatised as 
* Cobdenites, political adventurers, political economy 
theorists, and parasites on the community.” This is not 
argument ; it is not even courtesy. Jt is the last resort of 
disputants when a саве is going against them—viz., abuse of 
the opponent—and is a well-known trick of advocates in 
legal causes. 

Without wishing to be in the least discourteous, it certainly 
strikes one in reading the arguments of Protectionists that 
they are all based primarily on selfishness, each man speaking 
for himself or the special industry in which he is directly 
interested. Protect me against the foreigner,” is the 
motto. Many of the arguments advanced are so extreme as 
to damage the cause espoused, rather than assist it. 

Take, for instance, a few arguments of the author 
of a book which—in the author's opinion, at any rate—has 
converted Mr. Chamberlain from a Free Trader into a 
Protectionist. Let us see to what they lead us. 

* To-day,” says Mr. Byng, * we are far behind other 
countries, and we are even compelled to obtain abroad the - 
equipment of our biggest electrical undertakings, such as 
central stations and tramways.” Granting, for the moment, 
that this may be the case, what is the alternative ? 

When the boom in electrical tramways and power distri- 
bution came, English manufacturers were not in a position to 
supply the necessary machinery. Thisis generally admitted. 
It is also well known that there was no slackness in engi- 
neering works, but that for ordinary standard machinery, 
makers quoted deliveries of from 9 to 12 months. If Mr. 
Byng could have had his way he would have prevented the 
purchase of foreign machinery, which, quite apart from the 
possible saving in cost, would have put back for a few years 
the development of this branch of the electrical industry in 
England. And this, notwithstanding his own argument that 
* we are far behind other countries in electrical progress.“ 

But the purchase of foreign machinery is not confined to 
tramway work. Take ordinary motor equipments, for example. 
A few days ago quotations were asked for some motors, say, for 
a printing works. Tne quotations varied by 70 per cent., а 
foreign one being lowest. Would Protection prevent this ? 
That is, is it proposed to put such an import duty on 
foreign machinery as would bring the price of the imported 
article above the lowest priced home-made machinery ? 

Now the Prot«ctioniste' argument, as put forward by Mr. 
H. W. Wilson in the Electrical Times, July 9th, is that if 
the foreign motors be purchased, the amount paid “is lost 
to the labour market, the profit on it is lost to the home 
capitalist, the shopkeepers lose the workmer’s wages which 
would have gone into their shops on pay nights, and the 
country’s exchequer loses a percentage that would have been 
otherwise paid as taxes; but apart from these all-round 
financial losses, the country is so much the poorer in not 
having found the work for able-bodied workmen, who, 
instead of having been at work earning their own living, 
have possibly been supported out of the rates, or have had 
to leave their own country for ever and seek work in the 
foreign factories to which the order may be sent.“ It is a 
gloomy picture indeed, and the mere recital of the above 
quotation literally takes one’s breath away. Now then, 
* Reply to that, you Free Traders, you political economy 
theorists, you parasites, and let 'em all come," says 
Mr. Wilson. It is enough to make a mere parasite hide 
hiwself , lay low, and say nuffin. But is there ло reply? 
Surely ! One cannot hope to rise to such heise hits of impas- 
sioned eloquence as is to be found in the lines quoted above, 
but the plain unvarnished reply is, that by paying, say, £100 
instead of £170 for his mctors, the printer is £70 better 
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off. His standing charges are less, he can afford to pay his 
men more wages, or, by cheapening his prices for printing, 
can find more work for his men, probably obtain foreign 
printing orders, employ & few of those men now obtaining 
parish relief ; the shopkeepers will draw more on the men's 
pay day, and, instead of having to emigrate to find employ- 
ment, the workmen may find that a German or a Frenchman 
has been glad to come over here for a job in their works. 
And this is only half the story. If the foreign motors are 
excluded, probably no motors would be bought at all; the 
printer could not afford it. Then he could not compete with 
the more up-to-date works, he would lose orders, which 
might even go to Germany, orders which would soon amount 
to more than the value of the motors he might have bought. 

Turning now to the cost of production argument, we are 
reminded of the old lady shopkeeper, who lost money on 
every article she sold, and it was only by selling such 
enormous quantities that she could make ends meet. 

* Tt is not true," says Mr. Byng. in effect, ** that the cost 
of a manufactured article depends upon (1) cost of material, 
(2) cost of labour, and (3) expenses. It may have done 
so 60 years ago, but to-day it depends on quantity. This 
factor overshadows the others.” It surely cannot be 
seriously argued that, without reducing the cost of wages, 
labour and standing charges per piece, or per machine, that 
the total cost of manufacture will be reduced by turning 
them out in greater quantities! The suggesticn—for it 
certainly is not argument—is obviously absurd. One knows 
that by manufacturing standard parts in large quantities, 
the labour costs and the expenses—meaning, I take it, 
standing charges—on each part or machine may be very 
considerably reduced, and it is in this way, and only in this 
way, that quantity pays. 


Then we are told that the “cost of production is higher in 


a Free Trade country than ina protected country,” although 
wages and salaries are higher in the latter. (The presence 
of such large numbers of foreigners in this country, not 
counting English-speaking ones, can no doubt be explained 
by the laudable desire to learn our beautiful language.) 

* So convinced am I," says Mr. Byng, “of higher wages 
for the working man in an era of protection, that I am pre- 
pared to give an undertaking to pay higher wages as soon as 
this country protects me against the foreigner " (the writer's 
italics). * Buy half a pound of our 28. tea and we will make you 
a present of a tea service,” say the tea dealers. Well, there 
may be people in this country so simple as to believe in the 
free-gift idea, and many workmen may be misled by specious 
sophism of this kind, which promises higher wages without 
apparently an equivalent increase in their work or output— 
sancla simplicitas. 

Accepting, however, the rise in wages, it is pertinent to 
ask who pays it; does the manufacturer? Certainly not, 
the buyer pays, as usual. Under an era of protection prices 
would rise at once, and the buyer would pay not only the 
extra wages Mr. Byng is so anxious to give, but the extra 
cost of raw material imported, and the manufacturer's extra 
profit. And how much would the extra amount to? One 
writer asks : ** Would the working classes rather have to pay 
4d. for their loaf with 3d. in their pockets to do it, 
or 5d. for their loaf with 6d. with which to pay for it?” 
Buying а 4d. loaf for 3d. does not leave much for the “ small 
fishes," but will any Protectionist tell us what it means in 
£ в. d. to double the wages of the working classes, and 
where the purchaser comes in, who pays for all this in 
addition to the enhanced prices all round ? 

In view of Ше higher prices said to be paid for labour in 
protected countries, how comes it that the foreigner can pay 
freight and packing charges, and undersell the home 
manufacturer? It is the quantity again! “ The foreigner 
has enterprise, he builds large works because he has two 
markets, his own and ours, He makes lurger quantities than 
we do, and as price is regulated by quantity, be can make 
more cheaply than we can, besides having better machinery to 
do it with." The last italics are the writer's. The foreigner 
has better machinery, says Mr. Byng, which helps hiin to 
manufacture more cheaply than we, and yet Mr. Byng wants 
to prevent us getting that machinery. But this is not the 
whole of the argument. Although the foreign manufacturer 
prodaces more cheaply, his countrymen get no advantage ; 
in fact, they pay more than they would if England were nof 
a free country, for, to quote further from Mr. Byng, the 


foreigner, ** finding competition in this country, and fearing 
only home competition in his own, he dumps his surplus 
output into England at a ridiculously low price, making his 
own countrymen pay any possible loss."' 

Could the foreigner have a stronger argument in favour 
of Free Trade for his own country, or the Briton a better 
one against the introduction of a protective system? If 
Pro'ection means that our home manufacturers would com- 
pete in foreign countries at less than cost price, saddling the 
English customers with the loss, then the less we have of 
Protection the better. 

But, again, assuming Mr. Byng's reasoning to be correct, 
it leaves much to be explained. 

If protected countries offer such great advantages and 
facilities for cheap manufacture, it is more than strange that 
foreigners shonld come over to this Free Trade country to 
establish manufacturing works, and so deprive themselves of 
the benefits of free competition in their own countries. 

The British Westinghouse, British Thomson-Houston and 
other big concerns, which have found it advantageous to 
manufacture on the spot rather than send machinery from 
abroad, have only followed the example set them years ago 
by Mr. Byng himself, who, having, under a Free Trade 
régime, come over and established one of the biggest electrical 
manufacturing concerns in the kingdom, now complains— 
not, we hope, holding the mirror up to nature—that Free 
Trade is ruining the country. Truly, an unfortunate 
admission. | 

* Free Trade," we are told, “stifles invention and new 
industries, drives skill and originality to other shorcs, and 
leaves us intellectually, physically, socially and morally lower 
than our neighbours, because it deprives us of the ambition 
to develop our own estate." 

Intelleciually, physically, morally lower than our neigh- 
bours!!! It is impossible to discuss seriously such extra- 
vagant, not to say insulting assertions, which are absolutely 
unsupported by argument. 

If Protection can be proved to be right in principle, and 
to offer the advantages claimed for it by its adherenta, by all 
means let us have it, and have it in full measure; “ по half 


'and half affair, but a right down regular thing." 


Let us build a ring fence around every town, and tax 
every article coming through the gates. The French have 
their ocírois, why not we ? 

But, everyone agrees that Universal Free Trade is the 
ideal condition ; that every locality should produce that for 
which it is naturally adapted is correct in principle. 

If we cannot get this, let us aim at obtaining the nearest 
approach to it, which is not necessarily wholesale Protection. 

Hitherto we have been greatly handicapped by all:wing 
other nations to believe that, under all conceivable condi- 
tions, we are wedded to Free Trade; that it is an irrevoc- 
able article of faith with us. It is easy, though very 
unsportsmanlike, to fight a man whose hands are tied behind 
him, and we are in the position of that man, unable to 
retaliate. It is well known that foreign countries have taken 


‘every advantage of this position to impose the most harrassing 


and damaging tariffs on some of our staple industries, some 
of which have been irretrievably ruined in consequence. 

Once remove the sbackles, and place ourselves in the 
position of being able to retaliate—to give blow for blow, 
having already offered “the other cheek" to the smiter, 
which he has not hesitated to strike, and the necessity for 
retaliation will soon be largely removed. Let it be clearly 
understood among foreign nations that with wbat measure 
they mete to this country it shall be mcasured to them 
again, and we shall very soon be assured of fair measure 
and fair trade. 


LORD AVEBURY AND THE LONDON 
COUNTY COUNCIL. 


THE financial result of the tramway business of the L.C.C. 
is a hard nut to crack, and Lord Avebury on the one hand, 
and Mr. Benn on the other, form opposite opinions as to the 
value of the kernel! To follow out the symbol, we are dis- 
posed to say that so far as the ratepayers are concerned, the 
whole question is in a nutshell. 
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Apart from the great principle involved in the controversy 
as to the wisdom of municipal trading—especially in elec- 
trical matters—the financial result should be plain enough 

for the proverbial “ meanest capacity." 

Lord Avebury says it has not paid the L. C. C. so well" in 
working the South London tramways themselves as in leasing 
the North London tramways to a company, and Mr. Benn, 
taking up the case for his Council, really admits it so far as 
the cash result is concerned. 

The Highways Committee of the London County Council, 
of which Mr. Benn is the chairman, have recently issued 
their accounts of tramway receipts and expenditure for the 
year ending March 81st, 1903. From these accounts it 
appears that the surplus revenue on the northern system in 
respect of the year 1902-3 is £37,794 Os. 4d., which is all 
profit, whereas there is a deficiency on the southern system of 
£2,250 16s. 10d. 

This statement conclusively proves the case put forward 
by Lord Avebury. 

The two systems (North and South London) are very 
similar as to extent, and if the County Council had been 
wise enough to lease the touthern lines, as they did those of 
the north, to an expert company, the ratepayers would have 
derived about double the profit realised. Mr. Beachcroft 
pointed out in a recent discussion that the arrangement 
with the North Metropolitan 'Tramway Co. had been a good 
thing, because it had brought in £40,000 а year, which was 
the only profit to the Council from the tramways. | 

Lord Avebury raises two points, viz., the principle of 
municipal trading as opposed to private enterprise, and the 
financial results. 

The risks attending the business are not those which 
should be undertaken by the representatives of ratepayers, 
and there is a good deal in the contention of Mr. Sidney 
Low, that public money ought not to be sunk in costly 
experiments, such as the adoption of the conduit, upon the 
merits of which even their own technical advisers are not 
unanimous. 

Mr. Benn explains thet the diminishing figures in the 
south are due to the process of reconstruction for electric 
traction, high price of forage, &c., but if the business had 
been in the hands of a private company, these causes of 
interruption would have been the same, but the profit to the 
Council would not have been affected. 

The Council, acting prudently in the interests of the rate- 
pay ers, should have preferred the bird in hand to two in the 
bush. Mr. Benn minimises the net result of the proposed 
lease of the southern tramways by contending that, after 
deducting interest and sinking fund, the average profit 
would only have amounted to about £14,250. If this were 
so, it would have been obviously better for the ratepayers to 
receive a net profit of £14,250 than provide for the admitted 
deficiency of £2,250 16s. 10d. 

The speculation in the conduit system is an instance of 
fools rushing in where angels fear to tread. It may be 
an extreme view, but as Mr. Sidney Low pointed out to the 
Council as a reason for objecting to the increased cost and 
doubtful wofking of the conduit system, Before an 
elaborate conduit system could be adopted, 10 or 20 years 
must elapse, and they had no guarantee that the system 
would not then beas obsolete as horse traction," adding that 
they ought to sink as little capital in rails and wires as 
possible, for accumulator cars, among other developments, 
might render them unnecessary, and it would be better to 
scrap a tramway system costing £7,000 (Һарп £14,000 
per mile. 

Lord Avebury pointed out, with respect to the capital 
expenditure in the north and south, that it was practically 
the same, viz., £850,000 on the north and £896,000 on 
tbe south, but the mileage on the north is about 18 miles 


Mr. Benn does not appear to dispute the question of 
capital outlay, but contends that the latter aystem is only 
half that of the north. | 

If this were so, it would look as if the cost in the south 
under the Council had been considerably larger than in the 
north under the company. The explanation that in the 


* 


The falling off in earnings during reconstruction, and 
increased cost of working due to high price of forage, is 
applicable to both Council and company alike, and is no 
explanation. . 

That the financial resulta may be unfavourably affected by 
the conditions under which the business is worked may be 
readily understood. If the employés are paid better 
wages for lees work, and halfpenny fares established, which do 
not pay—it is not an argument which wil) commend itself 
to business men—althongh it may accord with the views. of 
those who aim at the transfer of all trading; business to 
labour-governed municipalities. 


LEGAL. 


Patent ExPLorrATION, Lrp., v. THB AMERICAN ELEOTRICAL 
NOVELTY AND Manvuractorine Co., LTD. 


(Continued from page 46.) 


On Friday, June 12tb, Mr. Cann Sonat, examined by Mr, 
Movurron, said he was an electrician, of 55, Wigmore Street, Lon- 
don, and bad been in business for sixteen years. He used dry cella 
previously to 1890. The Gassner cells were in the market, and 
there were what were called Dr. Stein's celle, and Hart mann and 
Braun dry cells. There might have been more, but he was only 
acquainted with those three. Gassner was well known at the time. 
It was a cylindrical battery with zinc outside. They were good 
cells. He used them for induction coils, and he knew that they 
had lasted at least for about eighteen months. Hartmann and 
Braun were square-shaped. The containing veseel was sinc, and 
the oentral pole carbon. He had cut one of them open. Near the 
zinc was a white paste, which evidently was plaster of paris, with 
chloride of ammonium inside, and near the carbon was some 
brownish-looking material, paste or powder, which he took to ba 
manganese; but he had learned rince that it was permanganate of 
potash and some materials likely to form manganese. Inside the 
second paste was carbon. That was a good cell. After 1890 he used 
а few thousands of E. C. C. cells, and the first ones burst open without 
being used. He returned them and they were replaced free of 
charge. Afterwards they were improved so that they did not burst 
any more; butthey were used up and were useless after about nine 
or ten months. This was not sufficient for his purpose. He used 
the Hellesen cells and the Obach cells afterwards. They lasted 
at least twice, if not three times as long as the E.C.C. celle. The 
first few hundreds of the E.C.C. which he bought all burst. He 
used the Hellesen oellto-day. In 1888 he sold about a thoosand 
of the Stein cells. The containiug vessel was glass, and inside was 
a cylinder of the agglomerate type. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AsTBURY, Witness said the General 
Electrio Co. took the burst cells back and supplied him with new 
ones. After 1891 and 1892 they improved a little, and he wed 
them for two years more; but as they did not last a reasonable time 
he gave them up. The cells he sent back were square, and were 
about 23 in. to 3 in. high and 11 in. wide. 

The Ubach were made by Siemens, and the Hellesen he bought 
че also made by Siemens. Не had cut open опе of the Hellesen 
cells. 

Outside was cardboard, inside was scme sawdust, and then a 
round cylinder of zinc, some white meta], and round the carbon was 


- а mixture, which he took again to be manganese, and inside the 


south * the rolling stock, horses, &c., had to be included - 


in the purchase, as the Council worked the lines" is not 
clear, ав similar resulta would exist in the north, where the 
eompany worked the lines, 


carbon pole. He used the cells for batteries for medical purpores, 
and for batteries for lighting small lamps for surgical purpcses. 
They would be in action for a short period at a time and then 
stop sgain. 

Of course a large cell will last longer than a smaller one ?—The 
large E.C.C. cells will be exhausted or used up, whether they ао 
used or nof, after about 10 months. | 

In bbe case of any E. C. C. cell that expired after about 10 months, 
did you ever examine it to see whether the zinc was good or bad ? 
—The zinc was extremely thin, but I have not examined any- 
thing else. ` 

You know, do you not, as an electrician, that if bad zinc is used 
the cell very soon comes to grief ?— Yes. 

Mr. ABTHUR ALBERT Covsrms, examined by Mr. MOULTON, said 
he was in the employ of the American Electrical Novelty Co, and 
for the last 12 months he had been making cells. 

What materials do you use? — We use a zins cylindrical cup. 
Then we have a round cardboard dipped in Во wax, and 
then a sheet of blotting paper packed round the inside of the 
cylindrical celle or cups. Then we have another cardboard on top 
of the one we use at the bottom, not paraffined. We pour the solu- 
tion into the cylinder and then drain it out. Then I take a carbon 
rod and a stamping iron and gut the carbon in the cup. I fill it up 
with powder а little way, and take a heavy mallet and hit it down 
88 hard as I can. | 

Have you ever had any instructions to alter your method of 
manufacture at all ?— No. 

Mr. Francis ABTHUR DARTON, examined by Mr. Movutton, said he 
carried on business as an electrical engineer at 143, St. John Street. 
He had used Gassner’s before 1890. That was a very good cell. 

At what price was the E.C.C. cell put on the market ?— At a con- 
siderably lower price than the Gasener cell, if I remember right. 
They made some special terms in order to get us to sell them 
amongst our trade customers, 
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What terms did they make to you ?—I think it was 50 per cent. 
off—half catalogue price. 

Did you have trouble with those ?—Yes. We had some trouble. 
They were not altogether satisfactory, but, as a rule, they changed 
them. А 

Into whose hands did they pass afterwards ?—Into Binswanger’s, 
trading as the General Electric. They went, as I considered, rather 
behind our back, and made arrangements with the Electrical Con- 
struction Co. that they should have the sole sale of the battery, and 
we, being wholesale, and having sent out our list, felt rather sore 
on the matter. 

Afterwards, did you get them from the General Electric Co. ?— 
By special arrangement, through the Electrical Construction Co., 
the General Electric gave usa special quotation, at the same rates, as 
far as my recollection carries me; we were to have 1,000 of them 
as the first order. 

What was your experience with those cells at that time ?—Well, 
we were constantly sending them back. 

Why ?—I can say, at any rate, quite three-quarters of them. You 
can understand my position as a wholesale man getting a small 
profit on them, sending them out to customers, and receiving 
them almost immediately by retarn, saying they were no use. We 
lost considerably in the matter. 

Did they take them back and change them ?— Yes; but we had a 
good deal of trouble. We had one very large consignment which 
we were obliged to tell them was utterly useless. As they stood in 
stock there were pools of water formed; the batteries burst, and 
we could get no action out of them. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Автвовү: Do you know anytbing about 
a Mr. Darton, who is the defe:dant in an action brought by tbe 
plaintiffs ?—I am a defendant. 

You are being sued at the present time by the Patent Expldita- 
tion Co. ?—Yes. І was writted without even a notice to that effect. 

You are very sore about it ?—No; I am not sore about it. 

At all events, you are now beiog sued by the plaintiff company 
for infringement ?— Yes. 
` Have you got any documents showing tbat 50 per cent. discount 
was allowed by either Mr. Barrett or the General Electric Co. ?— 
I have some invoices here. Here is one. I think that will con- 
vince you. A credit note from the General Electric Co. for 161: 
dozen No. 3 E.C.C. dry celle, and another one of 4 dozen Ne. 4 aud 
7 doz No. 2.; there is 45 per cent. underneath that. Then 4} 
dozen No. 2 E. O. C. dry cells, and 1 dozen No. 3, and 45 per cent. 
off, and 50 per cent. off that. 

This note only deals with cells returned to them by you ?—On 
account of their utter incapacity. | 

Mr. Justice BUCKLEY: There аге two parcels here. This docu- 
ment, as I understand it, shows this—that as to the first parcel he 
is given credit for the whole sum which he paid for them, and that 
that sum was the list price less 45 per cent. That is the first parcel. 
Then there is the second parcel, and as regards that the document 
shows that he paid for them the list price less 45 per cent., but for 
some reason they do not credit him with the whole of that, bat 
only half. 

Mr. Justice BuckrLEv: You said you returned three-quarters of 
the cells you ordered. Have you got anything in writing to show 
that ?— What I said was, that quite three-quarters of them went 
wrong. lam sure we sent three-fourths of them back eventually. 
I have nothing in writing to show it. 

Mr. AsrBUBY: Had you an arrangement with the General Elec- 
tric Co. that, as soon as a cell was worked out, they would make 
you an allowance on its return ?—I believe there was some proposal 


made afterwards, but I do not believe we ever availed ourselves of 


it, because we never had any in work, and we never certainly took 
any back, as far as I am aware of, from our customers and allowed 
кш T e We certainly should not have returned them unless 
we did. 

What was it that happened to the batteries that made you return 
them ?—They went wrong in stock. The great portion of them 
had no voltage. Others burst. 

Did you ever examine them to see whether they burst at any other 
place than the soldering joint ?—Yes. I bad many of them in my 
hands. It did not strike me whether they went at the soldering 
or tbe other part, but I think the majority of them were not at the 
soldering. 

You do not know that they burst at a place other than the solder- 
ing ?— Some of them may have burst at the soldering, but the great 
majority of them, as far as.I recollect, did not. 

Did you examine a siogle burst cell for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing whether it was burst on the soldering line or somewhere else ? 
—Certainly not; it did not trouble me. They did not act. 

Did you make any examination to see whether it was pitting 
owing to bad zinc ?—I left that almost entirely to my employés. I 
do not handle my stuff, as a rule. 

Mr. FREDERICK WALKER, examined by Mr. MourTON, said that 
. prior to 1890 he was a maker of dry batteries. He sold about 
5,000. 

Will you describe those batteries ? 

Mr. AsrBURY: I must object. This can be relevant to nothing 
but a user, and there i3 no suggestion of user by this gentleman. 
This is the patentee of this provisional specification. 

Mr. Justice Buc&rEYv thought the evidence was admissible. 

Further questioned by Mr. MourTON, WiTNESS said the contain- 
ing vessel of thecells he put on tbe market was zinc, and the inner 
pole was an agglomerate of pulverised carbon and binoxide of 
manganese and sugar to combine the whole—pressed, not baked. 

Mr. ASTBURY: 1 submit that this gentleman, speaking as an indi- 
vidual maker, and not as a member of the public, knowing general 
knowledge, cannot speak to the making of a battery of which they 
have put in a specification, and which they have not pleaded a 
prior user. 


Mr. Justice BuckrLzv: I think that that objection is not well 
founded. What is pleaded is, that the invention had been used 
“ by the general common use” of certain things which are named. 
I think that under that plea the defendants can prove a particular 
use, which is part of the materials by which they are going to show, 
a goneral use. 

Mr. MourLTON, to Witnzss: Will you describe what was the layer 
next to the carbon pole in the saleable battery ?—It was made of 
peroxide of manganese in a tolerably broad granular state mixed 
with carbon in a similar state; in fact, passed through a hair sieve, 
and then with sugar syrup, and then pressed with an ordinary hand 
press. á 

You say you passed it through a hair sieve—the original stuff 
before mixing with the syrup I should say ?—I should say it was 
about ny in. mesh. 

How did you make the outside layer of the 5,000 batteriés you 
sold ?—I made it with plaster of paris and pea flour preferably and 
sal-ammoníac. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Автвовү, Wrrness said he made the 
batteries in his workshop and did not disclose his manufacture to 
aaybody except his apprentice. The only publication he ever 
made was the provisional specification of 1883. He did not go on 
with 16 as be was engaged in other matters Originally he made 
an agglomerate pole. The single agglomerate mass would not work 
well because it became disintegrated at tho bottom. 

You found it was bad with the central carbon pole? I found it 
was not quite a mercantile thing. It acted all right electrically. 
Farther cross-examined, he said that when he made the alteration 
he did not tell anybody what he did, but they could come into tbe 
workshop and see if they chose. He made no secret of it. 

Mr. Epwarp JAMES TuMBER, examined by Mr. MourTON, said that 
before the year 1890 he was a purchaser of dry cells. He purchased 
some from Mr. Arthur Ford-Lloyd in 8 ptember, 1889. After that 
he ceased to purchase from him until about July or August, 1890. He 
sold his business to the Electric Stores, of which company he was 
manager. An action was brought against him by the plaintiffs this 
year, and he brought an action against them for threats. The action 
for threats was compromised. His partner, Mr. Elliot, had the 
negotiating of it. 

Mr. MourToN: I call for those terms of compromise. 

Mr. AsTBURY : I produce them under protest. I say they are not 
relevant. It is a private document between my company and 
another firm. 

Mr. Justice BuckLEv: If there ia anything in that which will 
hurt you through trade rivals seeing it, that is another matter ? 

Mr. ASTBUBRY: There is a great deal in this that might injure me 
and other people. This is au action brought against the gentleman 
and his partaer, the witness who is now in the box, and in that 
action they at first alleged there was a prior user. The action was 
afterwards compromised, and they entered into certain terms with 
me. One of the terms was tbat they should pay me a royalty. 
There are otber tern in this document which I do not think it is 
fair or right I should be made to show. I have a number of actions 
pending against other people. These are the terms upon which we 
вра!) carry on the trade, the amounts of the discounts and royalties. 

Mr. Moucron said the point he wanted to get at was that this 
compromise was a compromise with people who they knew could 
prove a prior user. 

Mr. Justice BockrLEv said he did not see anything in the docu- : 
ment which suggested what Mr. Moulton represented. 

Mr. Моогтох: Am І not entitled to know the amount of the 
royalty, my Lord? 

Mr. Justice BuckLET: No. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Astnurny, Witness said Mr. Thompson 
had called upon his firm in 1893. At that date Mr. Thompson was 
threatening an action with regard to the Б.В. battery that théy 
were then making. | 

And did you tell Mr. Thompson that you had purchased batteries 
before the date of his patent ? —I did. 

Farther questioned, Witness seid he was quite clear that the 
battery which he showed Mr. Thompson, and which was taken away, 
was one of the batteries purchased from Mr. Ford-Lloyd before 
February, 1890. The E.S. battery was first put ou the market in 
1890. i 

On June 13th, 1900, I see you wrote to your customers saying 
that your E.S. dry cell had now been on the market for over 13 
years. That was a mistake as to length of time ?— Yes, a usual 
mistake in business. As a matter of fact, it had been on the market 
since the latter end of 1890. 

They brought an infringement action and you brought a threats 
action ?— Yes. | 

In consequence of what Mr. Ford-Lloyd told you at first, did you 
again allege to Mr. Thompson of the plaintiff company that if they 
went on you could prove a prior user ?— Yes 

After making further inquiries from Mr. Ford-Lloyd, did you feel 
satisfied with his statemente to you about what he had done prior 
to 1899? Well I had no cause to disbelieve the statements. Mr. 
Ford-Lloyd seemed so indefinite about the dates that our solicitors 
advised us we bad not good ground for an action. 

You got the best information from Mr. Ford- Lloyd that you 
could, consulted your solicitors, and came to the conclusion that it 
you went on you could not establish a prior user ?—That ів.во. · 

Mr. WiLLIAM PHILLIP THOMPSON was afterwards recalled by 
Mr. Astbury to rebut the evidence given as to ithe alleged prior 
user of Mr. Ford-Lloyd ard Mr. Braun. In the course of bis 
examination by Mr. Shaw, Witness said the E.S. battery that was 
being made was exactly like the Hitchcock. 

Why did you not go on with your action against the Universal in 
1893? —There were three or four reasons. The first was we were 
rather poor at that time, having lost money over the Discovery news- 
paper; and secondly, I could not persuade our licensees to fight. I 
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twice asked them if they would fight, and they said they were not 
making #0 much profit over this battery as to make it pay, and we did 
not care to fight singlé-handed. I have a very big business in the 
patent businers, and as I find in this action, it was rather more 
bother than it was worth, and damage to me, being away from my 
р business, to attack these people. If I had to do it single- 
ded, or one company had to, I did not care about it. The 
Electric Storage Co. would not assist me or our company. 
On Wednesday, June 17th, Mr. Moulton and Mr. Astbury both 
addressed the Court. 
( To be continued. ) 


Mine Enp Guan DIANS v. HoA BM. 


Ix the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice on 8th 


inst. this ease came before the Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Justice 
Wills and Mr. Justice Channell, sitting as a Divisional Court. It 
was an appeal by the Mile End Guardians against a conviction by 
the magistrate of the Thames Police Court, who had fined them 1s. 
and 10s. coste, under the Factory and Workshope Act of 1901 for 
not having fenced certain maobinery. It appeared that at the 
appellants’ workbouse and infirmary in Bancroft Road, Mile End, 
there was an engiae house and machinery used for the purpose of 
generatirg electric energy for lighting the buildings and also for 
working hydraulic lifts, and for cutting wood. The machinery 
included two engine, one of which was not securely fenced, and 
in eonsequence à man was killed. The proceedings were taken on 
behalf of one of his Majesty's Inspectors of Factories under the 
Act of 1901, but the appellants contended that the engine room 
was not а factory within the meaning of the statute. Amongst 
other thinge the Act provided that the expression “ non-textile 
factory " should be construed as meaning any works, warehouses, 
furnaces, mills, foundries, &c., and den ling with electrical stations 
it included within its scope any premises or that part of them in 
which electrical energy was generated or transferred for the purpose 
of supplying by way of trade, or for the lighting of any street, 
public place or public building, or any hotel, railway, mine, or 
other industrial uodertaking. For the inspector it was contended 
that the workbouse and the infirmary were public buildings within 
the scope of the definition laid down, but on the other hand, the 
appellants submitted tbat they were not. The magistrate held that 
they were public buildings, and, as already stated, convicted the 
guardians : 

Mr Danck werte, K.C., and Mr. J. D. A. Johnson appeared for the 
appellants, and Mr. Robertson for the respondent. 

Mr. DancKWERTS contended that the whole of the definition of 
factory in the statute pointed to trade or to the lighting of public 
buildings. The workhouse and infirmary were not, he said, public 
buildings, as the public bad no right of access to them. Therefore, 
as no trade was carried on in them they were not within the scope 
of legislation. 

Mr. RozERTSON said that in the sense intended by the Act, the 
workhouse aud infirmary were public buildings. 

The Lorn CBIxT Јовтісн said the case raised a difficult question, 
bat he thought the Act intended to include buildings of this kind 
used for quasi-public purposes. 

The other judges concurred, and the appeal was dismissed with 
Mr. DANCKWERTS said the Act required that a fly-wheel should 
be fenced whetber dangerous or not, and in this case the accident 
happened because the man insisted on getting under the wheel. 


BorcHes v. Востн LONDON ELECTRIC CORPORATION. 


BeronE Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady, in the Chancery Division on 10th 
just. Mr. Eve, K.C., moved in the action of Butcher v. the South 
Leadon Electric Corporation to restrain a nuisance arising from the 
alleged discharge of hot water from the defendant company's 
boilers on to the plaintiff's garden. The defendant company 
alleged that tbe presence of the bot water was due either to the 
presence of a thermal stream or to the excessive heat of the weather. 
They bad now taken the condensing water from their engines to 
another spot, and simultaneously the discharge of hot water from the 
thermsl spring had ceased. The defendants having abandoned 
their counterclaim to a strip of З in. of land in plaintiff's back 
garden, the matter now dropped, and he asked for an order on the 
motion except costs of the action. ' 

Mr. McNAGHTEN, K.C., for the defendants, assented, but did not 
accept Mr. K ve's fact. There was some thermal surface water, and 
plaintiff baving stopped defendants’ ditch, the water of course 
flowed along the surface. 


WHITE v. WALLACE. 


Is the King's Bench Division, this case was set down for hearing on 
13th inst. before Mr. Justice Lawrance and a special jury. It was 
an action by Mr. Frederick Anthony White to recover damages 
against Mr. Ruger William Wallace, K.C., a director of the British 
Aluminium Co., Ltd, for alleged misrepresentation and conceal- 
ment, whereby plaintiff said he was induced to buy certain shares. 

Mr. J.C. Егрон Banxgs, K.C., who appeared for the plaintiff, 
informed his Lordship that the action had been settled, and asked 
for judgment on terms which were not disclosed, 

Judgment was entered accordingly. 


NaTIONAL TasrLsPHONB Co. v. SAMUBL. 


AT the Maryleboae County Court on Monday, before Deputy-Judge 
F.tzroy Cowper and a jury, the National Telephone Co., Telephone 
House, Victoria Embankment, brought an action against Mr. Henry 
Samuel, 11, Cleveland Square, Hyde Park, W., and Basildon House, 
Moorgate Street, E.C., claiming £10 11s. 8d. in respect of the rent 
of a telephone. Mr. E. Gaine appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. 
J. Neild for the defendant. 

Considerable evidence was called to show the unsatisfactory 
working of the instrument. The jury then stopped the case, 
although three or four other witnesses were to have been called fer 
the defence. The verdict of the jury was to the effect that the 
telephone in question had not worked reasonably well, the foreman 
remarking that they considered it was “radically wrong." 

His Honour accordingly gave judgment for the defendant, with 
costs, and made an order for the recission of the five years' agree- 


ment. 
It was intimated that the plaintiff company would probably 


appeal. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Royar Commission ON LONDON TRAFFIC. 


Sır Davip BARBOUR presided on Friday over a further sitting of 
the Royal Commission on London Locomotion. 

Mr. J. W. Benn, chairman of the Highways Committee of the 
London County Council, continued his evidence, and stated that 
there were 15,000 tramways and 400,000 omnibuses running in 
London. These vehicles would extend 27% miles and had a carrying 
capacity of 170,000 passengers. An electric car carrying 65 pas- 
sengers was 33 ft. 6 in. in length, and 2,615 of these vehicles 
covering 16} miles would be sufficient to carry the same number of 
passengers аз it now took 5,500 horse vehicles to carry, so that there 
would be an immediate saving of nearly 3,000 vehicles. When tbe 
Council came into possession of the tramways in 1899, they took 
into consideration the adoption of mechanical traction, and obtained 
an Act which authorised the reconstruction, for electric traction of 
the whole of the then existing tramways in London, including 
those already acquired and those to be thereafter acquired by the 
Council. This Act provided that the Council shall not, except with 
the consent of the borough councils concerned, use the overhead 
trolley form of traction. The Council had adopted the conduit 
system of traction, and it had been found that the actual cost во 
far per mile was £14,041, which was 33 per cent. higher than the 
cost of the overhead system. Proposals were now before the 
Council for the electrification of the tramways on the northern side 
of the Thames, but they were met with the difficulty that the 
North Metropolitan Tramway Co. wanted the overhead system, 
while the Borough Councils were in favour of the conduit system. 
As a sort of compromise they had taken a zone with which they 
proposed the conduit system, and beyond that zone it was proposed 
to erect the trolley system. 

By Sir G. T. BARTLEY: The cost given for the conduit system was 
the actual cost of that constructed, but it had to be remembered 
that things had been done in connection with the lines already con- 
structed which would be of advantage to the whole system. 

Bir J. Worrs Baggy: Have you found any difficulty in 
maintaining the conduit system ?—I may say that, compared with 
the starting of new systems generally, our difficulties have been 
remarkably few, and easily overcome. We have had some difficulty 
with the electrical portion of the work, and already we are making 
some improvements! on what is known as tbe Kennedy system ; but 
as re the success of the system there is no question. 

You find no difficulty with mud?—No; we have had a very 
severe trial, and found no difficulty. 

So you are thoroughly satisfied ?— There is no question that the 
system is a success. 

What system do you propose for the shallow subways ?—That will 
depend. In one experimental piece under the new streets from 
Holborn to the Strand we shall use the conduit system. 

Continuing, Wrrness said the Council had brought proposals for 
95 miles of tramway before Parliament, and 80 miles had been 
refused for various reasons, chiefly because of the veto of local 
authorities. Since the Council had owned and worked tbe tram- 
ways on the south side, various improvements had been carried out. 
They had established an all-night service of cars, had extended the 
halfpenny fares, reduced the fares on various routes, and instituted 
special workmen's services with return tickets at cheap fares up 
to 8 am. Then, so far as the employés are concerned, the men 
were now allowed one day's rest in seven, an average 10 hours day 
had been established, and the wages of various classes of employ з 
had been increased. The cost to the ratepayers of these thins 
in round figures was £28,000. It had beeu frequently urged that 
the Council would have done better by leasing their southern liues 
toa company. On the northern side this was done, and the North 
Metropolitan Tramways Co. leased the lines. For four years the 
average revenue received from the company under the agreement 
was £39,000, but this was now to be neutralised owing to that 
company having sold that part of their undertaking which was 
outside the county. Under the agreement the Council had received 
a certain proportion of the receipts from the outside lines, but it 
now appeared that the bargain made with the company was not. 
sufficiently stringent to continue to the Council the profit of those 
outside lines, and it was estimated that this would reduce the profit 
derived from the company by £10,000 or £15,000 & year. 
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Sir J. WoL In Banny: You made a bargain either not astringent 
enough or under bad advice, which has lost you £15,000 a year ?— 
The agreement is open for inspection. 

Bir G. T. BARTLEY : Would that be the same version as the com- 
pany's ?—The company only вау “ we pay во much less." 

The C Hamax: Is there no remedy ?—I would rather not answer 
tbat question. 

Proceeding, Wrrwess said that, after making the various improve- 
menta he had referred to on the southern side, the figures show tbat, 
in four years, up to March 31st last, they had earned a net profit of 
£72,910. Of course, last year, owing to the disturbance caused by 
the reconstruction, and the high price of forage, after payment of 
sinking fund and interest, a loss was shown, but now electric 
traction bad started, they were rapidly recovering. In addition, 
they had set aside a reserve fund of £31,391. When the Council 
took over these tramways, they received an offer from the London 
Tramways Co. to lease them. That offer was submitted to the Con- 
troller, who reported that it would show a net profit to the Council 
of £14,250 per annum, which was not so good for the Council as the 
Council working the tramways themselves. He desired to emphasise 
what was said by Mr. Dickinson as to the Council, as the tramway 
authority, not coming within the jurisdiction of any tribunal which 
might be set up for dealing with London locomotion. The Council 
was, in effect, the sole tramway authority for London at the present 
time, and had endeavoured to co-ordinate the undertakings it had 
acquired into one comprehensive system. To allow other pro- 
moters to come into London would be to simply revert to the old 
system of what might be called haphazard enterprise. 


The CBAIBMAN: The County Council object to letting their scheme 


go before the tribunal ?— We might submit our proposals, and the 
tribunal might well regulate the rest of the transport facilities to 
these schemes. It would be very hard for the public authority to 
be placed in competition before a tribunal as to a scheme. 
Continuing, WrrNESS said the Council did not object to going 
before Parliament as at present for consent to its schemes, but he 
contended that the Council must be supreme in the matter of tram- 
ways. He knew tbat the Middlesex County Council had acquired 
the tramways and leased them to companies, and he did not anti- 
cipate that there would be any difficulty when the time came in 
g for running powers. He did not know tbat they would 
object to the tribunal settling such a matter as that. He advocated 
the abolition of the veto of local authorities to tramway proposals, 
and he believed it was not contemplated that tbe local authorities 
should use their power under the Act of 1870 against tramways 
promoted by the Metropolitan Board of Works. However that 
might be, he submitted that the power of veto was a very much 
more serious matter when it came to be applied to a tramway 
which was proposed to be a part of a large electrical scheme, than 
it used to be when it was applied to a horse tramway, as the vetoing 
of a particular line ina large scheme might result in it being im- 
ble to connect up the existing system with a dietrict beyond 
that of the vetoing authority. They did not object to the Borough 
Councils having the fullest right to be heard before any authority 
before whom it might be determined that the Council should pro- 
mote tramway schemes. It had been proposed that if the veto of 
the Borough Councils against the Council was removed, then tbe 
veto of the Council against private companies should be removed. 
If that was the condition of the removal, then the Council preferred 
things to remain as they were. 


BRIGHTON COBPORATION BILL. 


Tus Select Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by 
Lord Hatherton, which has been considering the Brighton 
Corporation Bill which seeks to empower the Corporation to con- 
struct new tramways after a week's adjournment, concluded their 
examination of the Bill on Thursday. The first part of the prc- 
ceedings has already been published in the ELECTRICAL RRvIEw. 

A number of local witnesses were called in support of the case of 
the opposing Dyke Road frontagers. 

Mr. BLENNERHASSETT addressed the Committee on behalf of the 
Duke Road frontagers, and pointed out that as the Committee had 
already thrown out the Montpelier Road section, nothing now 
remained but a mere fragment of what bad been from the first a bad 
and imperfect scheme. 

Mr. PEMBEB, K.C., replied on behalf of the Corporation, and said 
that the routes proposed by the Bill would open up the whole of 
the north-west end of Brighton with the centre of the town. 

The Committee found that the preamble of the Bill was proved 
as regarded the Dyke Road, Goldsmid Read and Queen's Road 
Tramways, and also with regard to tbe Terminus Road 
proces that this tramway was convected with the Queen’s Road 

ine. 

Mr. Pappon, on behalf of the Brighton and Hove Gas Co., asked 
for the insertion of a clause to protect ttem from electrolysis. 

Mr. Casan, the general manager, said the value of the mains laid 
in Brighton was £50,000 or £60,000. The pipes had been damaged 
by the action of the electric current. They had been the subject of 
correspondence with the Corporation, who declined to admit any 
liability. The bulk of the tramways at Brighton had been laid 
without the company receiving the statutory notice which the 
Corporation should have served under the Tramways Act. There 
was precedent for such a clause, as it bad been inserted in other 
Bills for the protection of gas companies. They anticipated that a 
great deal of damage would be done to their pipes. 

Mr. BzABLEY Сооке, chief inspector of the Gas Oo., gave specific 
instances of damage done to the gas pipes. He alleged that in June, 


1896, two service pipes in Bhip Street were absolutely destroyed 
owing to contact with the electric cables used for electric lighting. 
The Corporation foreman admitted that there had been a leakage 
of current. Other damage had occurred due to electrolysis which 
had been admitted by the manager of the Hove Electric Lighting 
Company. 

In cross-examination, WrTNESS admitted that the company pre- 
sented a similar petition against the Worthing and Hove Tramway 
Bill, and no special protection was afforded them. He understood 
now that the company's case was not gone into by the Committ«e 
who considered the Bill. 

Mr. W. Ноги, superintendent of the Leeds Corporation gas 
mains, was called and stated that on February 25th last а l-in. 
service pipe was found deeply pitted by electricity, and in Kirkgate 
a pipe bedded in concrete was eaten through. They had found otber 
mains at Kirkgate and at Glasshouse Street eaten away. They 
attribated this to the electric current, for the pipes were sound 
away from the tramway. In the cases he had quoted the farthest 
distance the pipe was from the tramways was 30 yds. 

The Онлтвман said the Committee were quite satisfied that under 
certain conditions pipes could be fused by electricity. 

Prof. W. E. AYRTON was examined at some length on the subject 
of electrolysis arising from leakage of the electric current used for 
tramways. The Board of Trade regulations diminished the leakage, 
but they did not stop it, and the greater the number of cars the 
greater was the tendency for the current to leak into gas and water 
pipes. Greater facilities were offered at certain places for the 
current to leave the pipe, and consequently the damage if spread 
over & few inches of pipe became enormous. He considered it 
most desirable that the Gas Co. should get a protective clause. 

In answer to Mr. PEMBEB, WrrNESS said he was quite sure now 
that the Board of Trade regulations were insufficient. 

Sir RALPH LiTTLEB, K.O., put in tbe clause asked for as follows : — 
“If at any time it be proved that any injury or damage to ару 
mains, pipes or apparatus of the Brighton and Hove General Gas 
Oo. shall bave resulted from the generation, distribution or use of 
electrical current, nothing in this Act or any Act or order shall 
relieve the Corporation from liability to compensate for such 
damage." He contended that this was a serious matter for the Gas 
Co:, and they were fully entitled to the protection they sought. 

In reply to the CHARMAN, Mr. TaLBOr said the Corporation 
strongly objected to the special clause. The Board of Trade took 
the view that their new regulations applied to such cases as this, 
and the Corporation were willing to make it clear that they 
would be subject to any regulations which the Board of Trade 
might make. 

Mr. BAcGALLAY, K.C., referred to the inquiry of the Joint Com- 
mittee on the subject, and said the conclusion arrived at by that 
Committee was that the escape of electrical current could be reduced 
to & practically negligible quantity, although none could say it was 
absolutely possible to prevent any escape under any condition what- 
ever. The Board of Trade framed regulations on that report, and 
the model clause was put in the Brighton Corporation Act of 1900, 
under which the tramways were running. Tbe Board of Trade could 
amend their regulations from time to time as fresh evidence cropped 
up. He objected to the special clause, as it would be practically 
going back upon the spirit of the report of the Joint Committee ; 
but he was perfectly willing to accept a clause making it clear that, 
if the Board of Trade framed fresh regulations, they should apply in 
the case of tbe Brighton tramways. 

The Committee considered the matter in private, and announced 
that they were of opinion that there should be a clause protecting 
the Gas Co. as regarded the tramways allowed in that Bill. This 
could be done by omitting the words or in any Act or order.’ 

Mr. Pappon said there would be difficulty in identifying damage 
as having arisen from current distributed for one particular 
purpose. 

The CHAIRNAN said that they could not go behind what was done 
by other Committees for other tramways. 

Mr. BAaGALLAY: I take the decision to be that, if the gas company 
can prove that any injury is done to their pipes or mains by elec- 
tricity used upon the tramways authorised under this Act the com- 
pany will be entitled to compensation. 

The CHAIBMAN: Yes. 

The Committee proceeded to consider further proposals in the 
Bill dealing with the Corporation electricity supply. under wbich 
power was eought to extend the area of supply to include Rotting- 
dean, Ovingdean, Patcbam, Falmer, Preston Rural, Hangleton, 
Old Shoreham, Kingston-by-Sea, Aldrington, Lancing, West 
Blatchington, Portslade, New Shoreham and Southwick. The last 
three districts nad been struck out. 

Mr. BacGaLLAY said the Corporation would undertake not to 
supply electricity without the written consent of the local authoritiee, 
and the price to be paid in any part of the extended area would 
have to be agreed upon by the Corporation and the local authorities, 
and approved by the Board of Trade. 

Mr. Рлрром, for the gas company, asked for the insertion in the 
Bill of the Bermondsey clause. 

The Committee decided that such a clause should be inserted. 

Mr. BAaGaALLaY suggested that the clause inserted should be that 
the price to be charged by the Corporation for electricity to be 
supplied in any portions of the parisnes of the extended area shculd 
be such prices as were to be agreed between the local authorities and 
the Corporation, and approved by the Board of Trade, but that such 
prices should be fixed only for the then ensuing year at such rates 
not exceeding the maximum rates specified by the Brighton Electric 
Order, 1883, in order that, 80 far as was reasonably practicable, the 
revenue should not be less than the expenditure for that area in 
connection with the supply of the parishes. 

The Committee signified their approval of the clause, and the 
preamble of the Bill was declared proved. 
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SEAFORTH AND SEFTON Junction RAILWAY BILL. 


Он Thureday and Friday of last week a Select Committee of the 
House of Lords, presided over by Lord Herries, considered the Bill 
of the Seaforth and Sefton Junction Railway Co. Mr. Ram, K.C., 
Mr. Н. Lloyd, and Mr. Vesey Knox appeared for the promoters, the 
opponents, the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Co., being repre- 
мася by Sir R. Littler, K.C., Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., and 


Mr. Ram, in opening the case, said that the Bill had for ita object 
the construction of a short but very important railway 44 miles in 
length, constructed chiefly on a viaduct to join the Liverpool Over- 
head Railway Co.'s system at Seaforth with the Southport and 
Cheshire Lines Extension Railway at Sefton. The objects of the 
extension were to give more facilities for local traffic, to provide 
the connecting link of a through route direct to Southport, and to 
bring down minerals from the hinterland of Laucashire and York- 
shire to the Liverpool docks. The Liverpool Overhead Railway 
had been a great success; but if the proposed extension were carried 
out, ite usefulness and success would be greatly increased. 

Mr. 8. B. COTTRELL, the engineer and manager to the Liverpool 
Overhead Railway, gave evidence in support of the Bill, as did Sir 
Douglas Fox. The latter witness said that he designed the Over- 
head Railway, and it was intended at the time it was constructed 
that it should be available for goods traffic. Local evidence was 
also tendered in favour of the Bill, with the object of showing 
"aed _the extension would meet a want for additional railway 


Mr. ASPINALL, the manager of the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway, gave evidence in opposition to the scheme, which, he said, 
would compete unfairly with his company's railway. Southport, 
which was really a suburb of Liverpool, had, he contended, been 
practically made by the facilities which his company had afforded 
in the matter of railway communication. Their system was being 
electrified, and he hoped that the trains would be run electrically 
before the year was out. At present it took about 25 minutes to 
go to Southport from Liverpool, but when the line was electrified 
they boped to run quicker. Within a few months there would be 
through electrical railway communication from Southport over his 
company’s lines and the Overhead Railway. 

After hearing counsel in opposition to the Bill, the Committee 
found the preamble proved, and ordered the Bill to be reported to 
the House for third reading. 


Monicrpat Trapina COMMITTEE. 


Ат the resumed sitting on 9th inst., Mr. Соокивтон, Local Govern- 
ment Board auditor, examined by the EARL or Свите, said he was 
appointed auditor to the L.C.C. accounts in 1901. He regarded it 
аз а very important function of an auditor to inquire carefully into 
the allocation of moneys to particular departments. There were 
two large accounts of the L.C.C. which were carried out on the 
profit and loss principle—those relating to tramways and to the 
housing of the working classes. In considering what amounts 
should be allocated to the loan and capital account and what amount 
to the general] account, he exercised the very greatest care when the 
vouchers were produced to him in seeing that the capital payments 
were carried to the appropriateaccounts in the ledgers. He thought 
thst the lines could be sufficiently strictly drawn to enable him to 
judge as to what particular account each item should be placed 
under. If any question should arise as to the necessity of having the 
accounts altered or corrected, he took it that it would be fully 
within his competency to have them corrected. He should say that 
it was possible and probably desirable to institute a standard form 
of accounts for municipalities—excluding the L C.C., whose accounts 
were too huge to be compared with any others. Speaking 
generally, he should. say that the accounts of the L. C. C. 
were very well kept. With regard to the tramway 
accounts there were some transactions that had not yet come 
before him, into which he would feel it his duty to go very 
carefully and exhaustively. He referred more particularly to the 
question as to what proportion of money spent on street widenings 
for tramway purposes should be charged to the undertaking, and 
what proportion allocated to improvements. There had been prac- 
tically no surcharges or disallowances of the L.C.C. accounts since 
1890, when the first Government audit was held. He did not 
approve of vexatious or trifling disallowances, but was of opinion 
that the power of surcharge should be used very cautiously indeed. 

Replying to Lord Zovucue, WrrNESS said he did not believe that 
any of the Local Government Board auditors were chartered 
accountants. They were, however, men of large experience, and it 
was not necessary to be a chartered accountant to know something 
of accounts. He thought that legal knowledge was of importance 
to an auditor. 

By Mr. POWELL WILLIAM8: Io making his audit, he would have 
regard to the amount set aside for depreciation of plant. 

Mr. Моввсву WILLIAMS, an elective auditor of the Manchester 
Corporation since 1893, gave evidence bearing on the importance 
of retaining the office of elective auditor, who, he said, being more 
acquainted with the doings of the Corporation, was imore useful 
than the professional auditor in checking wrongdoing or excesaive 
expenditure. Under the present condition of affairs, he said that 
any corporation which did not embark in municipal enterprises 
woald find itself falling behind, and he did not see why а cor- 
poration should not at least supply gas, electric light, tramways and 
water. The municipal debt of Manchester in 1893 was E11, 716, 000; 
in 1896 it was £15,328,000; in 1889, £16,143,000; 1902, E18, 144, 000; 
while this present year it had increased to £19,610,000. He was 
not alarmed at those figures, because they had good, solid assets 
amounting to several millions more than the debt. On several 


occasions he had called attention to items in the accounts which had 
been passed over by the professional auditors Under the law, a 
member of a corporation who traded direct with the corporation 
was ineligible to retain his position; but there was growing up a 
practice whereby members of such bodies formed limited liability 
companies, and then they could supply the Corporation without 
doing an illegal act. Personally, where a member of any public 
body was interested to the extent of more than 10 per cent. h any 
company, he would like to see it made illegal for that company to 
do any business with the corporation. Recently there was a 
case in Warrington where the mayor of the borough at the time 
per cent. of the shares in a company which did 
thousands and thousands of pounds worth of business with the 
Corporation. He regarded such a practice as very demoralising, 
and thought it ought to be prevented. 

By Bir Jamas WoopHousE.—In Warrington, companies in which 
members of the Council were interested had supplied the Corpora- 
tion with electric light fittings, building materials, &c., and there 
had been eleven meetings of the burgesses held to protest against 
the system. He admitted that it was perfectly legitimate, but con- 
sidered that it was very demoralising. 

Mr. W. S. CARVER, president of the Institute of Municipal 
Treasurers, said that his Society bad often considered what reform 
could be suggested to improve the system of municipal audit, which 
it was obvious was susceptible of improvement іп many directions. 
The ideal system would be one in which the auditors should be 
expert and qualified accountants appointed by the municipalities 
whom they served, subject to the superior authority of the Local 
Government Board confirming such appointment. They should 
have powers of surcharge, subject, of course, to a reasonable appeal. 
If elective auditors were retained he would like to see some pro- 
vision inserted that they should be trained accountants. He thought 
it was very important that where loans were granted for municipal 
works it should not be for a longer term of years than the life of the 
plant into which the money was put. | 

The CHAIBMAN: In the case of the works of any undertaki 
becoming obsolete through new inventions how would you d 


with that in a question of accounts ?—1If the Corporation had pro- 


vided a feserve fund for such a contingency, the matter would be 
simple if the reserve fund were sufficient, but if not, two courses 
would be open—one to charge the revenue account for the year 
with the extraordinary expenditure, and the other would be to 
apply to the sanctioning authority for fresh borrowing powers, ask- 
ing them to grant a loan for such work. Municipalities which 


.traded should do so on strictly commercial lines, the same as an 


ordinary private company. 

Replying to Lord 3 the WrrNESS said it might be 
desirable for municipalities to publish a detailed statement of their 
assets, but it would be a very difficult thing to do.: 

Mr. HARTLEY, а member of the Bradford Town Council, also gave 
evidence. The witness expressed himself as an out-and-out advo- 
cate of municipal trading, and said that if Corporations were 
allowed to supply electricity, tramways, gas, water, &c., he did not 
see any reason why they should not supply everything that the 
citizens required. He would extend the powers of municipal 
trading even to the provision of luxuries. 

On Monday evidence was given by Mr. J. M. FELLS, accountant, 
and a member of the Council of the Industrial Freedom League. 
In answer to questions by the CHAIRMAN, he said that a comparison 
between the debt of a municipality and the share capital of a com- 
pany was fallacious. It seemed to him that the real comparison 
should be between the local debt and the debentures raised by a 
company. Ав to the sinking fund of a municipality and the 
amounts set aside in the depreciation fund of a company, he saw no 
comparison at all, for depreciation represented the wear and tear of 
plant which went on whether any provision was made for it or not, 
and it was in point of fact a charge against the ordinary working, 
while the sinking fund was the provision for the redemption of a 
liability. The plant for which the debt was incurred might be 
absolutely useless by the time the debt was paid off. In Scotland 
this difference between depreciation and sinking fund was recog- 
nised, but in the English boroughs it was not so. 

The Снлтвмах: What have you to say as to the periods allowed 
by the Local Government Board for the life of plant ?—From the 
details given to the Committee by Mr. Kershaw on the repayment 
of loans by local authorities, I find that the period for the first 
installation of the electric light is 25 years; for additional work 
after the undertaking is established 30 years; cables 30 years; 
transformers 20 years; switches and switchboards 30 years; 
dynamos 20 years; meters and instruments 15 years; and arc 
lamps 10 years. I do not think the life of the plant can be so long 
as the period of the loan, at any rate, as electric lighting 

lant. . 
5 Во you consider these terms excessive ?—Certainly. 

Bat I suppose these terms have been carefully thought out by the 
Local Government Board ?—Of course, electricity is a compara- 
tively new science, and there has not been much data on which to 
form accurate calculations with regard to the life of electric plant. 

But we must assume they tried to keep on the safe side ? —No 
doubt, 

Proceeding, WiTNESS advocated the appointment of professional 
auditors, subject to the approval of the Local Government Board, to 
audit municipal accounts, and he saw no difficulty in laying down a 
standard form of accounts. a 

Have you any information to give with regard to electric light- 
ing accounts?—In Sir Henry Fowler's second report the amount 
of capital expended by the local authorities in England and Wales 
in electric undertakings was £12,508,997, and the average annual 
loss on these undertakings was £11,707. The total amount set 
aside for antiquation and depreciation was £19,970, but that was 
rather better than the first return, which showed that there was only 
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oe of 1 per cent. put to depreciation. Now it is about 
one-fifth. 

Have you any instances to give of different boroughs which set 
aside sums for depreciation ?—Bristol provides to some extent, not 
made on any fixed basis ; Stafford 1 per cent. on the annual outlay ; 
Halifax on no fixed basis; Huddersfield sets aside available 
surpluses for depreciation and contingencies; Leeds and Sunder- 
land no fixed basis. There has been a good deal of controversy 
lately—but I have no figures to prove it—that the 24 millions 
invested by the London local authorities shows no profit, and 
would show a loss if depreciation were provided. These under- 
takings are in their early stages, and perbaps it would be unfair to 
make any general conclusion with regard to them. 

Witness proceeded to deal with the Blackburn Corporation gas 
accounts, which carried a loss to the renewal account, and set out 
the debt as anasset in the accounts, justifying such a course by the 
statement that money expended on capital account in excess had 
been charged to renewal and repairs account. The auditors of that 
borough stated with regard to the tramway undertaking that the 
resulta were after providing the necessary instalments for the re- 
payment of the loan debt, but without making any provision for 
depreciation on the capital assets of the undertaking. He depre- 
cated the transferring of a balance from one department to another, 
and held that any surplus should be devoted to cheapening and 
improving the service. He contended that where a municipality 
started an undertaking, instead of going on the rates for any loss 
which migbt result, the charges to users should be fixed so as 
to avoid any charge on the rates, and pointed to the course pursued 
by Parliament last year in inserting what was now known as the Ber- 
mondsey clause in the Bermondsey Electric Lighting Order. By 
this clause it was incumbent on the local authority after the first 
year’s trading to cause a proper balance-sheet to be made out, and 
then fix the charges so as to avoid a loss. A similar clause was 
inserted in the Stoke Newington and Woolwich Confirmation 
Orders. In 1890, when the Dundee Corporation applied for power 
to take over the Dundee and Broughty Terry Tramways, they were 


opposed by two railway companies whose lines ran parallel to the . 


tramways. It was pointed out tbat the Corporation might carry 
passengers at unremunerative fares, and take the caway from 
the railway, and might make the loss good out of the rates, to which 
the railway companies were contributors. Tbe Committee inserted 
a clause to the effect that once in every year after the first year’s 
working the treasurer should lay before tbem a statement and 
balance-sheet of the tramways undertakings, so that they might fix 
the fares for the ensuing year. Similar clauses were inserted in the 
Aberdeen Corporation Tramways Bill and the Rochdale Corporation 
Bill, while in the Rhondda Urban District Council Bill & clause 
was inserted to compel the Council to lease the tramways to a Com- 
pauy. Hethought that the consent of the ratepayers should be 
ob'ained before the municipality entered into any trading under- 
taking, and it should be more than a bare majority. 

Replying to Sir J. STIRLING MAXWELL, Witness said he had had 
experience with regard to electric lighting plant, and he believed 
electric lighting plant did not last 10 years. 

By Sir J. WoopHousE: М an arc lamp were replaced out of 
renewals account he would not complain. 

The Committee adjourned till Thursday. 


BECKENHAM TRAMWAYS. 


Тне Bill promoted by the Beckenham Urban District Council came 
before a Select Committee of the House of Lords last week, presided 
over by the Duke of Bedford. Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, K.O., and Mr. Verey Knox appeared for the promoters. 
The L.C.C. and the South-Eastern Railway Co., who opposed the 
tramway clauses of the Bill, were represented by Mr. Erskine 
Pollock, К.С, and the Hon. Evan Charteris, and Sir R. Littler, 
K.C., Mr. Pember, K.C., Mr. Boyle, K.C., and Mr. Clode 
respectively. 

Mr. Вагғоов BBowxE, K.C., in opening the case for the pro- 
moters, said that by the Bill tbe Beckenham Urban District 
Council sought powers to construct three lines of tramways, to be 
worked by electricity. Tramway No. 1, which was something over 
a mile in length, was to begin at the Penge boundary of the district 
and end in High Street, Beckenham. A junction was to be formed with 
existing tramways in Penge, which would thus afford a through con- 
nection from Beckenham to the Crystal Palace and Norwood. Tram- 
way No. 2, which was to be five furlongs in length, was wholly in the 
Beckenbam district, passing from the Penge boundary to Kent 
House Road. The third tramway for which powers were sought 
was about 300 yards long, and would be a continuation from Kent 
House Road to High Street, Sydenham. The tramways, when con- 
structed by the Council were to be leased to the British Electric 
Traction Co. In connection with the construction of the tramways, 
овозе were to be carried out at an estimated cost of 
£63,250. e 

Mr. J. W. Benn, chairman of the Highways Committee of the 
L.C.C., gave evidence in opposition to tramway No. 3 which would 
extend to the metropolitan borough of Lewisham. He said that 
the Council objected to anyone either owning or working a tram- 
way inside the administrative county of London. The Council was 
the tramway authority, and preferred to owa and work all the 
tramways within their area. He admitted that Parliament had 
made exceptions to this rule, but only in cases where the Council 
had given its consent. 

After hearing other evidence, the Committee found the preamble 
of the Bill proved so far as the tramway portion was concerned, on 
condition that a clause was inserted securing to the L.C.C. running 
powers over and a connection with tramway No. 3; also giving the 
Council power to buy up the line at the end of 21 years. 


South Staffordshire Tramways.—Lord Morley's Committee of the 
House of Lords, on July 7th, found the preamble of this Bill 
proved, and it was ordered to be reported to the House for third 
readi' g. 

Wigan Corporation Tramways.—Op Tuesday last week, Lord 
Morley’s Committee of the House of Lords ordered this Bill to be 
reported for third reading. 

Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Co —On Tuesday last week 
this Bill was before Lord Morley's Committee of the House of 
Lords, and was ordered to proceed to third reading. 

Standing Orders.—The Standing Orders Committee of the House 
ofCommons have decided that Standing Orders may be dispensed 
with, and the parties be allowed to proceed with their Bill in the 
case of the Gosport and Fareham Tramways Bill, and the North- 
Western Electricity and Power Gas Bill 

Petitions.—The following amongst other petitions have been 
deposited in the Private Bill Office :—The Bradford Commercial 
Joint Stock Bank against the Bradford Corporation Bill; the Sal- 
ford Corporation and the Sale U.D.C. against the Manchester 
Southern Tramways Bill; the West Riding County Council against 
the Horsforth Order contained in the Tramway Confirmation Order 
No. 2; the South Е istern and Chatham Railways age inst the Erith 
Tramways; the Great Western Railway against the Birmingham 
District Tramways; and the Provincial Water Companies’ Association 


“against the Somerset and District Electric Power. 


Petitions Withdrawn.—The Poole and District Electric Traction 
Co. and the Poole Corporation have withdrawn their petitions 
against tbe Bournemouth Corporation Tramways Bill; the Metro- 
politan Electric Supply Co. have withdrawn their petition against 
the Willesden U.D.C. Bill. 

Bournemouth Corporation Tramways.—This Bill which has already 
passed the House of Lords, came on Friday last before the Deputy 
Chairman’s Committee of the House of Lords. The preamble of 
the Bill was found proved, and it was ordered to be reported for 
third reading. | 

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways.—When the Bill was 
before the House of Lords a number of the tramways proposed were 
drop There was no opposition offered to the remainder, and 
on Friday the Bill came before the Unopposed Committee of the 
House of Commons and was ordered to be reported to the House. 

Dudley, Stourbridge and District Trammays.—Oa Friday this Bill 
сате before the House of Commons Committee. The preamble was 
formally proved, and it was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Worthing Corporation Tramways —There was no opposition to 
this Bill, and on Friday the preamble was found proved by the 
Unopposed Bill Committee of the House of Commons. 

Poole and District Electric Traction Bill.—All opposition to this Bill 
having been withdrawn, it came on Friday before the House of 
Commons Committee on Unopposed Bills, and was ordered to go 
forward for third reading. 


THE CONDUIT v. THE TROLLEY SYSTEM. 


THE L. C. C. DECIDES то ASK THE VIEWS OF THE BOROUGH 
COUNCILS 


Tue London County Council on Tuesday resumed the consideration 
of a report by the Highways Committee, who recommended that 
authority should be given for the preparation of plans and specifica- 
tions (1) for the reconstruction on the overherd trolley system of 
various tramways leased to the North Metropolitan Tramways Co ; 
and (2) for the building of several new authorised lines on the same 
system, all the routes proposed being situated on the northern side 
of the Thames. When the question was before the last meetiog of 
the Council, an amendment, proposed by Mr. Howell J. Williams, 
and seconded by Mr. A. M. Torrance, was under discussion, having 
for ite object the referring back to the Committee of the first recon. - 
mendation respecting the conversion of existing tramways to the 
overhead system. 

Sir William Collins—on the question coming before the Council 
on Tuesday—asked the chairman of the Highways Committee if he 
would agree to further postpone the consideration of the scheme ia 
view of representations which had been made. He understood that a 
conference of the London local authorities would be held shortly to 
discuss the subject, and it would be well for the Council to bear 
what the Borough Councils said before going further into the 
matter. 

Mr. 8. Low expressed the hope tbat if all action in regard to the 
proposals before the meeting was deferred, the chairman would also 
undertake to postpone auy action in relation to the resolutions 

at the previous meeting when various tramway conversions to 
the conduit system were approved. 

Colonel Rotton submitted that the adoption of the suggestiun of 
the previous speaker would mean the reversal of the decision 
arrived at a week ago. If the consideration of the scheme was 
adjourned, it should surely not be in order to rescind the 
resolution agreeing to the conduit system for various tramways. 

Lord Monkswell (chairman of the Council) at this point ruled 
that the question before the meetiog was the amendment to the 
recommendation. 

Mr. J. W. Benn asked the Council for something more definite 
than a mere reference back to the Committee, who really wanted 
to know what to do. He had hoped Mr. Beachcroft would have 
given some light on the subject, but as far as he could gather, that 


gentleman had no suggestions to 
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Mr. A. M. Torrance, who seconded the amendment at the previous 
meeting, now asked whether it would be in order to withdraw it, 
he having the consent of the mover to do so. The amendment was 
then withdrawn. 

Mr. N. W. Hubbard then moved a further amendment to defer 
the consideration of the recommendation until the Council had 
asoertained the views of the borough councils. The latter were the 
masters of the situation, and it seemed to the speaker that their 
opinions should be obtained before devoting further time to the 
matter. That point had already been before the Highways Com- 
mittee, who being equally divided, were unable to arrive at a con- 
clusion, but he hoped the Council would decide in favour of seeing 
wbat the borough councils would permit the County Council to do. 

Mr. G. H. Radford, who seconded the amendment, said that it 
was probable the Islington Borough Council would have the 
strongest objections to the trolley in the Caldédonian Road and 
other thoroughfares; but it was as well tbat that authority and the 
others should have an opportunity of considering the matter on ite 
merita. 

Mr. D. S. Waterlow remarked that if the question was referred to 
the borough councils, it was very important that full and complete 
details of the engineering difficulties along some of the roads should 
bs placed before those authorities. 

Mr. J. A. Allen agreed that full particulars should be forwarded 
to the borough councils so that each scheme might be dealt with on 
ita merita. 

Mr. R. M. Beachcroft contended that the point before the Council 
wa: really a question of policy; but it would be a wrong step to 
refer the matter back, to consult the borough councils before the 
County Council had settled somethiog in the way of policy. He 
considered that the trolley system should be introduced where it 
was suitable, as, otherwise, the districts might have to wait for years 
for the introduction of the conduit method. The Council's officers 
were of opinion that the conduit system would be financially impos- 
sible throughout London, and the matter ought to be regarded from 
a financial standpoint. The time had come when a difference of 
£14,000 per mile of track was worthy of consideration. Mr. Benn 
had asked what alternative they proposed, and in reply to that he 
would say that the report before tbe meeting was conformable to 
his views. There should be give and take. Where the overhead 
could be adopted it should be introduced, and as they knew that 
both systems could be worked in conjunction with each other, the 
Council ought to have one established policy of adopting both 
methods where possible. It had been said that the North Metro- 
politan Tramways Co. would prefer the cheaper system ; but he had 
not yet heard that the company had practically declined to allow 
tbe conduit on the northern lines. The speaker, in conclusion, said 
that he hoped the matter had been made quite clear, becau:e it had 
been stated in the newspapers that the North Metropolitan Co. had 
vetoed the conduit system, but if that was the case it had not been 
before tbe Highways Committee. 

Mr. J. 8. Fletcher remarked that some of the outlying districts 
were strenuously opposed to the use of overhead wires, and he was 
in favour of supporting the amendment. 

Mr. McKinnon Wood observed that he had never said anything 
which ought to be taken to mean that he was indifferent to the cost 
of the work undertaken. If the amendment was carried, he was 
inclined to think that it would probably facilitate matters. The 
borough councils would be able to consider the schemes on their 
merita, and the Committee would have an opportunity of explaining 
to them the difficulties, some of which it would be almost impossible 
to overcome in the case of the conduit. " 

The amendment, on being put to the vote, was adopted 
unanimovaly, the effect being that the proposals for trolley lines 
willnow be submitted in detail to the borough councils for con- 
sideration, and a further report on the subject presented to the 
County Council later in the year. 


атас — 


ELECTRICAL MATTERS AT THE ГОС. 


Тнк London County Council decided at the meeting on Tuesday to 
lend £2,790 to the Stepney Borough Council for electric lighting 

and to sanction the borrowing by the Hackney Borough 
Council of £6,500 for similar works. 

The Tramway Financial Position.—The Highways Committee sub- 
mitted long reports in relation to the receipts and expenditure on 
tbe Council's tramways for the year ended March 31st, 1903, and to 
tbe income from the lines leased to the North Metropolitan Tram- 
ways Co. for the same financial year. It appears that the working 
of tbe South London lines by the Couucil has resulted in a lose of 
£2,250 for the year. Thisdeficiency is mainly attributed to loss of 
receipta from the dislocation of traffis during the reconstrac'ion of 
sections for electric traction, and it is expected that when the work 
of transformation has been оороо the receipts will be largely 
increased. With regard to the leased tramways, the accounts show 
a surplus revenue of £37,794, but owing to the before-mentioned 

i and a deficit of £5,855 on general account, the available 
sarplus, inclading a slight balance from the preceding year, only 
amounts to £29,869, of which £:0,000 is transferred to the relief of 
the county rate, and the balance carried forward to the next 
account. 

The Pimlico Power Station.—The Council approved an estimate of 
£300 for the preparation of plans, survey of site in connection with 
the power station proposed to be erected on land acquired for the 

at Pimlico. As the Highways Committee pointed out, it 
was intended that this station on completion should be used for 


the working of the existing and authorised tramways in the 
western portion of the county both north and south of the river, 
whilst the Greenwich power station would at first serve for the 
tramways south of the mes, It was proposed to operate from 
tbe Pimlico station the whole of the Council's (northern) tramways 
west of a line roughly drawn from north to south tbrough the centre 
of the county, as wellas the portions in London of the systems of 
the London United Tramways and the Harrow Road and Padding- 
ton Tramways Companies, which would become purcbasable by the 
Council in 1909 and 1907 respectively. It was, moreover, to be 
borne in mind that the Council had already obtained powers to 
construct new tramways from Hammersmith Broadway to Putney 
Bridge, and there was prospect of obtaining powers this session for 
three miles of line in the same district. In these circumstances the 
Committee considered it desirable that steps ahould be at once taken 
with & view to the erection of the Pimlico generating station as soon 
as Parliamentary powers had been obtained for the purpose, and the 
expenditure of £500 was proposed with the object of procuring pre- 
liminary plans and the making of surveys of the site before detailed 
estimates could be furnished. 

Plant for the Greenwich Station.— The Highways Committee 
reported having had under consideration the question of taking 
steps to provide the plant and machinery for the Greenwich power 
station, hefore ceasing to use the temporary stations at Lough- 
borough Junction and Deptford. It was probable that by the time 
the Gre »nwich station was finished the whole of the Council's tram- 
ways south of the Thames woald have been reconstructed, and it was 
hoped that the construction of the new authorised lines on that side 
of the river might be proceeded with at an early date. It was esti- 
mated that over 600 cars would be required for these tramways, 
and plant of 20,000 H.. would have.to ba provided. There 
would then be 15,000 н.р. available for working the lines at one 
time—that is to say, a corresponding amount of plant to that which 
would be in use at Loughborough and Deptford by the end of the 
present year, namely, 10,000 m.P.—with an additional unit of 
5,000 н.р. in respect of additional lines, while there would be a 

set of plant of 5,000 m.P. Two of the 16 water-tube boilers 
which were being obtained under contract from the Stirling Boiler 
Co. were in use at Loughborough, and there would be 14, of those 
first ordered, free for use at Greenwich. The tramways manager 
was of opinion that 10 additional boilers would be required to work 
the four sets of plant of 5,000 н.р. each, which was the maximum 
which the first portion of tne Greenwich station would accommodate. 
Under the County Council agreement with the London Electric 
Supply Corporation, the latter bad the option of purcbasing the 
two 2,500-H.P. sets now being installed at its premises at Deptford, 
and it was probable that the company would exercise that option. 
Should it not be possible to dispose advantageously of the 
remainder of the plant used in connection with the temporary 
arrangements for working the tramways, the plant could be 
utilised for the second portion of the Greenwich station or at the 
Pimlico station. As the Council was aware, it was proposed that a 
considerable portion of the northern tramways should be operated 
from the Greenwich station, and having regard to the length of 
time which would elapse before the additional plant could be 
obtained and erected at the station, the Highways Committee con- 
sidered it desirable that the Council should at once invite tenders 
for the plant. They therefore recommended the Council to approve 
an estimate of £148,500 for three 5,000-н.р. steam generators, 10 
water-tube boilers with mechanical stokers, pumps, tanks, steam 
exhaust and feed piping, &c., economisers and switchgear and con- 
necting cables, &c. The consideration of the recommendation was 
postponed for a week. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


British Industries and Foreign Competition. ‘ 


1 have been much interested in reading the “ wail” of 


"Mr. G. Byng contained in the speech printed in your lust 


week's issue. Quite apart from the question of protection 
or non-protection, it has struck me, ав one who was present 
at the opening of the extensions of the General Electric Co.'s 
lamps works, that there was very little sign of deterioration 
owing to foreign competition. It is all very well for Mr. G. 
Byng to put his side of the question forward, and to anti- 
cipate the sorrowful time when lamps will be sold at во cheap 
а rate, but it is very evident from the results which have no 
doubt attended the gallant efforts of the directors of the 
General Electric Co., that Free Trade has not been so harm- 
ful to British interests, as represented more particularly by 
the Robertson lamp, as Mr. Byng would like to make out. 

I hope someone more capable than myself will answer the 
arguments contained in Mr. Byng's one-sided speech. It 
was only the above pecaliar aspect of the case which occurred 
to the mind of 


July 8th, 1908. 


Anti-Protectiouist. 
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Wiring Specifications. 


With further reference to the letter you so kindly inserted 
in your last week’s issue, I wish to bring to your notice 
another clause, which, in my opinion, i8 as outrageous 
as the other one. It reads as follows :— | 

„The contractor must state particulars of three recent 
jobs, which are of the same character and size to the one 
now to be estimated for, and he must in addition give the 
prices he received for doing the same.” | 

You will see that this clanse is equally as impudent and 
useless as the one to which I drew your attention last week. 


Wiring Contractor. 


The Qualifications of Technical Teachers. 


I have read with much interest Lord Rosebery’s letter re 
the London-Charlottenburg Technical Institution; and the 
question has arisen in my mind, What will the students, 
after having passed through such a course, do? Will they 
farther swell the ranks of the teaching profession, and so 
make it utterly impossible for the man who has had a 
good technical college training, and, say, seven years in 
works, to obtain a teaching post? It would be an interesting 
matter to inqnire into the works experience (and tages 
earned therein) of some of those who are now qualified 
teachers (?) in electrical engineering in our London Tech- 
nical Institutions. 

Unfortunately, it seems more beneficial for those desiring 
a teaching post to spend two years working for a scientific 
degree than to spend three years in a factory, whether at the 
bench or in the drawing office. 

A. I. E. E. 


[We fear that our correspondent’s complaint is only too 
well founded, especially in regard to teachers in electrical 
"engineering." But what can be expected, when the 
ralaries offered are no better than those of a fitter or engine 
driver ?—Eps. Exec. Rev. ] 


The Constitution of Atoms. 


My attention has been called to a leading article in your 
current issue, wherein the writer criticises matters which he 
fails to understand. I suppose I must assume that in the 
present state of scientific education it is possible for others 
to fall into the same blunder. May T, therefore, state that 
the square of a negative quantity is positive, and that 
accordingly the masses of an aggregate of equal opposite 
charges are to be added together end not subtracted. The 
inertia of a charge is proportional to its electrostatic energy, 
and is independent of sign. 


| Oliver Lodge. 
University of Birmingham, 
July 11th, 1903. 


[ We regret to learn that we failed to understand Sir Oliver 
Lodge's explanation of the electrical origin of the mass of 
the atom. The report of his Romanes lecture in the Times, 
on which our criticism was founded, possibly lacked much 
of the detailed explanation given in the lecture as delivered. 
We have now the advantage of the further explanations 
which he gives in his letter, but we fail to see that the 
elementary facts that he communicates to us therein affect 
our criticism in the least degree. Nothing in our leading 
article 1s inconsistent, with the statement that the square of 
a negative quantity is positive, or with the statement that 
the inertia of an electrical charge is proportional to ite elec- 
trostatic energy. What we said was, in effect, that if an 
atom were made up of equal numbers of positive and 
negative electric charges, these charges would exactly 
neutralise each other, and the aggregate would be electrically 
neutral, and having no external electrostatic field would have 
no electrostatic energy. The electrostatic energy of the 
aggregate being practically zero, where does the electrical 
inertia come in? The square of a negative zero is, no doubt, 
positive, but that does not help us much. We do not profess 
to understand everything about these matters; and who 
does? Certainly not the learned doctors, if we are to judge 
from their differences, (J. J. Thomson, for example, is 
opposed to the view that mass is to be accounted for elec- 
trically.) Our article was an attempt to criticise Sir Oliver's 


modern views on atoms from the point of view of the plain 
electrician, who likes to form some concrete representation 
of hypothetical phenomena, rather than juggle with mathe- 
matical symbols, | 

We note that Sir Oliver does not object to our equally 
severe criticisms of his atomic **nebular hypothesis; is 
this to be taken as an admission that it is untenable? “ In 
the present state of scientific education," these questions 
ought not to be lef; in doubt, if they can be settled by 
er cathedr utterances from Birmingham.—Ebs. Екс. REv. ] 


A Record in Electric Generators. 


Together with the progress of the great modern systems 
of distribution of electrical energy, we have observed the 
rapid development in electrical stations of more and more 
powerful -engines for its production, A few years ago 
engines of more than 1,000 н.г. were rare in central stations; 
now they are no longer looked upon as extraordinary, and 
at Berlin, for instance, we may see enormous engines of 
5,000 H.P. working dynamos. At Frankfort and at Milan 
steam turbines, more modern engines of the same power, 
fulfil the same purpose. Up to the present, the record has 
remained with America, New York, for instance, possessing 
mastodons, each supplying the enormous power of 8,000 H.P. 
to the dynamos coupled on to them. 

But this time, old Europe wil! not have been left behind 
long. We hear that an electrical company at Essen, in 
Prussia, has just ordered from a Swiss firm a steam turbine 
with dynamo, the power of which will amount to 10,000 H. p. 
Notwithstanding its enormous. power, the new engine will 
be extraordinarily reduced in its dimensions, since it will be 
less than 3 metres high, 3 metres wide, and about 7 metres 
long. Moreover, it is guaranteed that its consumption of 
steam will be less than that of the best steam engines known; 
thus, besides the enormous power that will be farnished by 
the new engine, it will be interesting in other respecta, and 
will constitute a real advance in industrial progress. 


E. Guarini. 


REVIEWS. 


Continuous Current Dynamos and Motors and their Control. 
Completed by W. R. Kersey, B.Sc., A. I. E. E., F. Ph. S. 
Manchester: The Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. 58. net. 


The keynote of this book is given on the second page :— 
* The manufacture of dynamos and motors is daily becoming 
more the work of mechanical engineers. Probably, 
in years to come, we shall see dynamos and motors designed 
and made in engineering workshops quite as freely as steam 
engines are to-day. Under these circumstances it behoves 
the practical engineer who is anxious to keep abreast with 
the times to bestir himself. Not only will he have to deal 
with steam engines, shafting, and machinery, but he will 
also be expected to manufacture and put in the dynamos and 
motors as well." 

The intention is excellent, and has been fairly well carried 
out, although there is & lapse here and there into too much 
formule and the calculus. Also in places some of the 
information is of little practical use, thus disc armatures 
were hopelessly out of the running from the first ; they were, 
in fact, an electrician's job rather than an engineer's. Then, 
again, many forms of armature end connections are shown, 
which have been entirely wiped out of existence by the 
barrel winding. 

Vulcanised fibre, too, is a most undesirable material any- 
where, certainly to make air spaces in the core. The proper 
method of doing this is to punch depressions in one of the 
side plates. 

As with most technical books, this publication suffers from 
the lapse of time between writing it and the date of publica- 
tion; thus we read that a dynamo of 3,000 H.P. at 100 
revolutions is now being built by the E.C. Co. for Man- 
chester. This fixes the time of writing abont five years ago, 
and naturally there have been many changes since then, 
The latter portion, however, for which Mr. Kelsey appears 
to be more particularly responsible is fairly up to date, and 


Vol, 59. No. 1,838, Jone 17, 1908.) 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 08 


the references to the writings of Fischer Hinnen and Drs. 
Arnold and Mir and others are useful. 

The question of windings ie treated rather fully, and with 
several good diagrams and tables. In connection with 
multiple windings, the author writes :—“ Triple windings have 
also been used with success, but this appears to form the prac- 
tical limit to their employment. i as 
is to keep the thick brushes bearing over the requisite 
number of segments. As the surface of the 
brush slowly wears away . . . the slight circular 
rotation of the holders causes the brush to bear on its toe 
and its heel to move out of contact." Although the author 
does not mention it, separate carbons sliding in a box and 
pressed down by spring fingers get over the difficulty, but 
have the objection of making an objectionable screeching, 
clattering noise. 

Later on, when dealing with carbon brushes, he mentions 
that :—“ It is owing, in part, to the contact resistance 
beiog so much—nearly 18 times—greater than that with 
copper, that brushes of this material are now so generally 
employed. Nevertheless, as the maximum current density 
permissible with carbon is only about one-fifth of that with 
copper, a larger surface is necessary, leaving the advantage 
in this respect of carbon over copper as about three to one. 
A further point in favour of carbon is, that nothing in the 
nature of fusion with the commutator can occur, even when 
sparking docs take place.” 

When dealing with the question of commutation, the 
author gives a quantity based on the contact resistance 
between brushes and a single segment; the total time of 
short-circuiting ; and the coefficient of self-induction of the 
circuit. This quantity, he says, must be greater than unity 
if collection is to proceed sparklessly. 

If, by reason of high self-inductance, high speed, or the 
brush contact resistance being low, this condition is not 
complied with, then the current density at the end of short 
circuit is excessive, the commutator and brush are heated, 
and sparks are produced. 

Increasing the total resistance of the short-circuited ooil, 
as is sometimes done by making the commutator uprights or 
risers of high resis*ance metal, is seldom beneficial, and may 
often be disadvantageous. The difference in action between 
the two resistancea is due to the contact resistance varying 
proportionately to time, while that of the uprights or risers 
remains constant. 

Quite a large section of the book is taken up with the 
consideration of motors for traction and for driving 
machinery. The difference between cumulative and differen- 
tial compound winding is explained, the former giving a 
good initial starting torque and the latter a very uniform 
speed, as is required, for example, when driving textile 
machines, 

The book finishes with two well-written chapters on 
* Characteristic Curves" and on “ Testing." 


Chaudières Marines. Par M. L. E. BERTIN. Second 
Edition. Paris: E. Bernard & Cie. 1902. 


M. Bertin is the chief engineer of the French Navy, and 
writes with that nicety of expression which characterises 
many of the French technical works. The present edition 
has been very considerably enlarged upon the last, which 
alone has been translated. 

M. Bertin deals with the principles of marine boilers from the 
point of speed, regularity and radius of action. Most of the 
engineers and others who have talked so much of the light 
weight of water-tube boilers have forgotten two essential 
facte. First, that water-tube boilers and their supplementals 
do not appear to possess the quality of light ness claimed for 
them; and second, that when boilers fall in evaporative 
efficiency, or lose much feed water by leakage, they are 
deprived of the supreme advantage of long radius of action. 
A boiler good enough for home service may consume far too 
much coal on a long voyage, and a poor boiler, however light 
in weight, is more than * by the large amount 
of coal that must be carried to help out its inefficiency. 
Water- tube boilers are legion. In this book they appear in 
many guises, and it is worth not ing that of the whole lot only 
one studies the true principles of combustion in its furnace 
arrangements so fully as should be done. This is the Weir 


- 


The difficulty 


boiler of Cathcart, in which the furnace is completely lined 
with firebrick, and so, aleo, is the combustion chamber. 
The French Doyere boiler goes part way in the same 
direction. M. Bertin specially refers to the Weir boiler, 
however, and recognises its merita. 

So far as appears at present, the most satisfactory small 
tube boilers are those which embody the general form of 
construction followed by Weir, Thornycroft, Yarrow, and 
some other makers. 

One can hardly understand how the Ward boiler of the 
U.S. S. Monterey can have developed such qualities as to 
lead Admiral Melville to adopt water-tube boilers. M. Bertin 
significantly states that the Admiral nevertheless adopted a 
very different type from the Ward when he did adopt water- 
tube boilers. 

In the present edition there is a chapter on engines, but 
this is very limited, boilers forming the mainstay of the 
book, A very excellent chapter on coal fuel and its calorific 
value will be found. The author adopts M. Gruner's 
general classification of coals—a classification which follows 
not merely geological sequence, but density from lignite to 
anthracite. He adopte as the calculated calorific value of 
coal the formula 


Q= 8,140 C+34,500 H — 3,000 (100 — C — H), or 
Q = 11,140 C 4- 37,500 H — 300,000. 


The details of grates are referred to; draught, natural 
and forced, is treated of pretty fully, as is also feed heating, 
air heating, &c. A chapter is given on firing, and mechanical 
stoking. 

The chief extension of this second edition is, however, in 
the department of liquid fuel, which is treated chemically, 
physically and mechanically, and numerous figures and 
tables are added with particulars of calorific power of 
different petroleuras, which, we may say, show that all of 
them are very much alike. 

The various means and methods of employing liquid fuel 
are somewhat copiously illustrated from Nobel’s, and the 
earlier tray system of St. Claire Deville, to the present day 
atomiser, which seems likely to become standard in principle. 
Very many atomisers are illustrated, both English and 
American, as well as French and Russian. A few boilers are 
illustrated to which liquid fuel has been applied. 

The author seems to have modified his views in regard to 
the atomising agent, and to be more favourable to steam 
than he once was, He rather inclines to the view that steam 
really does help to secure a better calorific effect from fuel, 
not, of course, because the steam serves in any way ава 
combustible—M. Bertin is too sound an engineer to favour 
this heresy—but because it probably acts in some way to 
promote combustion. Indeed, did not Prof. Dixon state 
that hydrocarbons could only barn in the presence of water 
vapour? If such be the case, one would think that air 
could still be used as the atomising agent, and a little water 
could be fed in with it to give the necessary effect. How- 
ever, M. Bertin does not uphold his former views. 

In regard to the use of coal and petroleum together, the 
author points out that the excess of air admitted through 
the grate serves well to burn the oil sprayed in above, and 
he is quite prepared to think it good under suitable condi- 
tions, 7 

All who can read М. Bertin in the original will find his 
work of great value in belping them to a conclusion on the 
water-tube question. Accessories are also dealt with, includ- 
ing superheaters and self-regulating feed apparatus. | 

We note, also, additions since the last issue among the 
boilers, the Weir and the Solignac being both illustrated. 
It is remarkable how little attention almost all the water- 
tube boiler makers pay to the perfection of combustion. 
Most of the boilers illustrated would be very smoky, yet the 
Weir boiler is a living proof that combustion may easily be 
made perfect, and M. Bertin recognises this and appreciates 
the reason for it. 


—. EA 
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Lucknow Tramways.— 7ле Friend of India reports 
that an application has been made by Messrs. Crompton & Co., 
London, to the Provincial Government for permission to supply 
Lucknow with electric traction. If sanction is given the Munici- © 
pality will probably introduce a system of electric lighting. 


= 
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.." BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Waar ENDING JULY 15TH, 1902. | Мввк ENDING JULY 14TH, 1903. 
Alexandria .. .. Value 8 5 Alexandria .. .. Value 2104 


Axores ET os ds Auckland .. 03 
- Teleg.instruments .. 190 Beira . 41 
Boulogne .. 25 "S x 15 Bombay 86 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat, .. 138 Bordeaux ee 65 
vs Teleg. wire eo. GU Boulogne .. - vis ws 39 
Calcutta  .. T T .. 391 Buenos Ayres. Teleph. mat... 593 
Саре own. .. 8M Calcutta  .. .. .. .. 2,91 
Аз Teleg. mat... . . 317 n. Teleg. mat. ee 250 
Channel Islands ES e» 68 Cape Town .. T d .. 1,063 
Christchurch Ws ae 61 » Teleg. mat. 1,090 
Colombo 396 Channel Islands .. ss 82 
Darban Vs is s .. 820 Colombo s va .. 440 
„ Teleg. mat .. 132 $i Teleg. mat. .. T 90 
East London - m . 1,282 Delagoa Bay as АР .. 289 
Gibraltar ..  .. m . 50 Darban e.. % „% >œ 50] 
Gothenburg. Telephones eS 0 04H East London . 908 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat. .. .. 521 Flushing. as 20 
Hong Kong. a х “a 10 Fremantle .. ба 66 
Melbourne. ET ji eO 113 Hong Kohg.. ES КА 2,732 
New York .. Ж be .. 140 La Plata ix T zo 50 
Port Elizabeth  .. T T: 33 Madras ae ЕР - . 261 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. wire . . 1,162 б Teleg. mat. E 83 
Shanghai .. gs “, S 47 Malta.. - - - - 12 
Singapore. Teleg. mat. .. 209 Melbourne .. — ee .. 833 
Stockholm. Teleph. cable .. 455 i Teleg. mat. .. .. 600 
Sydney А К? . 1,271 Monte Video. Teleg. cable .. 190 
North Atlantic. Teleg. cable .. 4,000 

Otago. . ee ee ee ee E 948 

Paris ee eo ee oe ee i 197 

Penang as p Ве . 965 

Port Elizabeth 45 


Teleg. mat. i К 74 
ee Ф 50 


99 
Rangoon . MS 
Rio Janeiro.. T ve . . 160 
Rotterdam „ “he kë 80 
Rouen є% ie s ss 24 
Shanghai 264 


чш AT Teleg. mat. " : А 98 
o 


Stockholm. Teleg. cables . 178 

Sydney ys is E 1,560 

РА Teleg. mat. oe 482 

Wellington. Elec. cable. oe 8,580 

Total oe £10,297 Total £24,595 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Telephones Value £55 
Labrador. Elec. mat. ee ee 91 


New York. Elec. mat. .. es 90 
Otago. Elec. mat. © “ә 25 
Total .. „„ £194 


Glow Lamp Tests.—We have received a copy of a 
report relating to teste carried out by the Electrical Standardising, 
Testing and Training Institution, on twelve carbon glow lamps 
made by the United Electrical Co., Ltd., of Ujpest, near Buda- 
pesth. The lamps were tested on an ordinary a.C. circuit at 216 
volte, against a Hefner standard lamp, and the resulta are given in 
terms of the Hefner unit, which is about 88 of a British candle. 
The tests were carried on in each case until the candle-power had 
fallen 25 per cent., and all the lamps lasted over 700 hours before 
teaching this limit, while two of them attained 1,200 hours. Only 
two lamps broke down, at 710 and 983 hours respectively ; exclud- 
ing the latter, the average useful life, so defined, was over 900 
hours. The average starting candle-power was 14:80 Hefner units, 
or 13 c P, and the mean candle-power during 700 hours was 
also about 13 ср. The inefficiency at starting was 4'05 watts 
per cP, and after 700 hours, 4:58 watts per cP., in British 
units, the mean being 4°13. 

We regret to see that the Electrical Standardising, &c., Institution 
states ite results in Hefner unite, as these are very misleading to 
English readers. It is also unfortunate that in the statement of 
average results, for which the makers of tbe lamps are, no doubt, 
responsible, the increase in the inefficiency of the lamps of 13:2 per 
cent. after 700 hours, is referred to as ‘Increase of the efficiency 
after 700 hours,” a contradiction in terms which is presumably 
traceable to the loose manner in which the word “ efficiency " is 
commonly used. The life curve of the lamps rises about 2 c P. 
during the first 100 hours, after which it falls uniformly up to the 
end of the test. 


The Veritas Athletic Club,—The employés of 
Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co., of Farringdon Road, have formed 
the Veritas Athletic Club, about 70 members of the staff being 
already enrolled. On June 6th the club went for a 20-mile walking 
match. The best record was that of A. Mortimer, jun., who covered 
the distance in 3 hours 29 minutes. There were six other winners 
of prizes (one being the “ Veteran’s”), and 15 other competitors 
who covered the distance with the 4 hours’ limit received silver 
medals. There were some 1,000 employés present to witness the 
event. The prizes were distributed at the club's first annual 
Bohemian smoking concert, held on June 19th at the Holborn 
Restaurant, under the presidency of Mr. Max Falk; 500 employés 
were present. The expenses of the concert were entirely defrayed 
by the directors of Falk, Stadelmann & Co., who also subscribed 10 
guineas towards the prizes and inauguration of the club. 


Messrs. Siemens's New Works.—A Birmingham paper 
says that the extensive buildings, covering several acres of land, 
which Siemens Bros. & Co. are erecting at Stafford, are rapidly 
nearing completion, and their employés are being gradually trans- 
ferred to the town. It is expected that in six months’ time the 
population of Stafford will have been permanently augmented to 
the extent of two or three thousand people. 


An Improved Chopper Switch.—Messrs. Dorman and 
Smith, of Ordeal Electrical Works, Salford, have introduced a new 
series of main switches of the edgewise or chopper type, which they 
are manufacturing extensively. The series has been designed for 
universal requirements up to 600 volts, and they are now being 
almost exclusively used on the well-known switchboards made by 
this firm. We illustrate two of the series, all of which make and 


"C" TYPE BwrrOH UP то 50 AMPERES. 


break contact from the top and bottom jaws simultaneously. In the 
case of the switches for 100 amperes and upwards, the blades are 
tilted by an ingenious arrangement in operating the handle in 
opening or closing the circuit, to secure the principle of simultaneous 
break without making the top jaw stand out a long way from the 
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"C" Type DouBLE-PonLE SwitcH ор то 300 Amppres. 


base. The small sizes, of 15, 25 and 50 amperes capacity, are 
arranged with independent handles and quick-break blades. The 
intermediate sizes of 100, 200 and 300 amperes, of which we illus- 
trate a double-pole example, are arranged with auxiliary arc- 
breaking contacts of special design. A pair of massive carbon 
blocks are attached to the top contact jaw, and engage with a copper 
flicker hinged to the handle casting, the final break taking place 
between this copper and carbon device. 
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The special advantage of this arrangement is that, for circuits not 
having much inductance, such as lighting circuits, the flicker affords 
an efficient quick-breaking device. At the same time, the licker 
does not afford along range of quick fly, but only covers a portion of 
the total movement of the handle and blades, so that, in the case of 
a circuit with excessive inductance, such as a motor circuit, where 
the arc would be of great length if suddenly ruptured, the slower 
movement of the flicker during the latter portion of its motion on 
opening the switch, results in a safer and more reliable rupture of 
the circuit being made than would be possible with an entirely 
quick-break switch. | 

Switches for 500 amperes and upwards are constructed with a 
massive auxiliary carbon device to finally take the arc on rupturing 
the circuit. In the case of switches of this size, which are mostly 
used for main generators, it has been found more desirable to provide 
a safe and easily renewable auxiliary arc-rupturing contact than to 
have the disadvantages of percussion, or of light construction 
necessary for an independent quick-breaking switch. The switches 
are, therefore, massive, have a long break, and the final break takes 
place between large renewable carbon blocks—a method of con- 
struction which allows a generator circuit to be opened with safety 
and without risk of damage to insulation. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—An application for an 
order of discharge was made last Friday to Mr. Registrar Brougham 
at the London Bankruptcy Court on behalf of Edward Baldwin 
Pym, electrical engineer, late of Bar Chambers, Scarborough, and 
now of Branham Gardens, South Kensington. Mr. E. S Grey, 
Official Receiver, reported that the debtor failed in November, 1898, 
with liabilities amounting to £3,744 14s. 5d; the assets had realised 
£115 Os. 8d, and a first and final dividend of 44d. in the £ was 
paid to the creditors. From 1881 to 1892 the debtor was engaged 
in sheep-farming in Australia; but returning to England in the 
latter year, he commenced business in July, 1893, as an electrical 
eogineer at Bar Chambers, with a capital of less than £100, and 
some technical training. In order to carry on the business he 
borrowed £1,800 from a relative, who was subsequent ad judged bank- 
rupt in consequence of the debtor’s failure to repay any part of the 
loan. The trading by the debtor was unsuccessful, and in 1896, 
upon an execution being levied on the premises, he abandoned the 
business and removed to London. Of the present liabilities about 
£2,000 related to the Scarborough business. The debtor had since 
been without occupation; but on April 4tb, 1897, he became 
entitled under the will of an uncle toa life interest in £10,000, 
alienable on bankruptcy. The income produced by the investment 
of that sum was £218 a year, and was now payable to the debtor's 
daughter. The failure was attributed by the debtor to loss on the 
electrical business, to excess of expenditure over income, and to 
liability on bills accepted chiefly for the accommodation of other 
persons. In May, 1898, the debtor, wken hopelessly insolvent, 
accepted two bills of £350 and £300 respectively for the accom- 
modation of a financial agent who paid him £50 for the use of his 
name. Those bills were dishonoured, and had never been met. 
The offences alleged by the Official Receiver were:—(1) In- 
sufficiency of assets to pay 10s. in the £ to the unsecured creditors; 
(2) imperfect books; (3) trading with knowledge of insolvency ; 
and (4) contracting debts provable in bankruptcy without having 
at the time reasonable or probable ground of expectation of being 
able to pay them. Without calling upon Mr. Muir Mackenzie to 
address the Court in support of the application, the learned 
Registrar said he did not propose to go beyond the minimum term 
of two years’ suspension, having regard to the length of time that 
had elapsed since the failure. Order for a further suspension of 
two years was entered accordirgly. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations. — A receiver and 
manager has been appointed in au action brought by a debenture- 
holder against O. Berend & Co., Ltd., of Dunedin House, Basing- 
hall Avenue, Е.С. The loss of two valuable agencies having reduced 
the turnover and profite, is said to have greatly conduced to the 
present poeition of affairs. A rough statement shows that the 
position at June 30 last was to leave a deficiency to the ordinary 
creditors of 10s. in the £ approximately, but this, of course, largely 
depends upon the successful realisation of the assets of the com- 


pany. A meeting of shareholders was to be held on Tuesday, 


with a view to passing resolutions for voluntary liquidation. 

A meeting of the Doe Portable Electtic Light and Power 
Syndicate is to be held at Birmingham on August 18th to hear an 
account of the winding-up from Mr. G. H. Tyler, liquidator. 

Mr. E. Stiff has retired from the firm of J. Stiff & Sons, of 

London Pottery, Lambeth. As ill-health had prevented that 
gentleman from taking any part in the conduct of the business for 
some years past, no difference in methods or management will 
result from his retirement. 
9 Messrs. W. J. Nunn, F. H. Watts, and T. R. B. Nunn (Nunn, 
Waits & Co., electrical, gas, &c., engineers, 82, Mark Lane, E.C.) 
have dissolved partnership. Messrs. Watts and T. R. B. Nunn will 
attend to debte. 


Exports of Electrical Machinery.—The value of the 
British electrical machinery exported during June last is returned 
at £37,776, as compared with £38,799 in the preceding month, and 
bringing the total for the first half of the year up to £224,124. 


Switzerland.— Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden, 
are declaring a dividend of 7 per cent. for last year. 


Annual Excursion,—On Saturday last the employés of 
tbe Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd., went for their Annual Excursion. 
A very enjoyable day was spent at Hastings, and we are informed 
that the party returned to town in the evening." 


Catalogues and Lists.—The AMERICAN Er kcrRICAT, 
NovELTY AND MANUFACTURING Co., Lro., of Charing Cross Road, 
W.C., have issued a neat pocket price list of “ Ever Ready " electric 
lamps for watch-staud, alarm clock and other lights. 

Messrs. J. C. LYELL & Co., of Victoria Street, S.W., have issued 
a new catalogue of the “Hythe Automaton” steam and electric 
pumps. The latter include electric pumps for hydraulic and min- 
ing service. 

From Mr. Aucust RxriOHWALD, of Finsbury Pavement House, 
E.C., we have received three crane catalogues. They show (1) 
wharf cranes ; (2) locomotive revolving steam cranes; and (3) electric 
overhead travelling cranes (three motor) made by Messrs. Bechem 
and Keetman, of Duisburg-on-the-Rhine, for which firm Mr. 
Reichwald is sole agent in this country. 

Ма. RuPERT Н. WarrE, of 78, Queen Victoria Street, South 
Bank, York, has sent us a small waistcoat pocket Electrical Engi- 
neers’ Reference Table," of which we understand 20,000 copies are 
being given away. It isa handy little card for wiremen and con- 
tractors’ representatives, showing the sizes and current-carrying 
capacities of different wires. 

MR. PETER BROTHERHOOD, of Belvedere Road, S.E., whose name 
is familiar to everyone as the maker of high-speed steam engines, 
has issued a new list of such engines for dynamo driving. 

Messrs. HOLDEN & BRooxz, Lro., have just issued a number of 
new lists. No. 45 describes Brooke’s Patent Water Separator or 
Steam Dryer. This apparatus is made all steel, without rivets, 
and forms a suitable dryer for high pressures. Мо. 46 
describes Brooke's Patent Oil Separators; No. 47, Brooke's Patent 
Automatic Grease Discharger or Vacuum Trap. Another pamphlet 
deals with the firm's “ 8” pattern One Movement Injector, for feed- 
ing any class of boiler at any pressure up to 300 lbs. per aq. in. 
Still a further pamphlet describes Brooke's Patent Split Cone 
injector, which is especially designed to deal with bad feed water ; 
this pamphlet also illustrates their Motor-Car Injector. The lists 
are all carefully arranged and well illustrated. 


Ships’ Light Iadicators.— Messrs. W. Mc(ieoch & Co., 
Ltd., of Glasgow, have issued acircular describing their new Duplex 
patent ships’ light indicator, which has been specially designed for 
use with twin filament lamps as recommended by the Board of Trade 
for ships’ signal purposes. The chief feature of the indicator is that 
it not only gives warning when a lamp is extinguished but also 
indicates when one filament of a twin filament lamp has burnt out. 
There is thus no necessity for having the lamp charged at once ; 
fortunately this is so because itis usually very inconvenient to change 
during the night. On the front of the containing case there are 
arranged a series of windows representing the various signal 
lamps of the ship, and io addition a small green window is fitted at 
the top of the case to show when the “ pilot" lamp which is used 
to illuminate the windows is alight. When all the signal lamps are 
burning properly the windows representing signal lamps are 
ecreened by’ shutters and no light appears except from the small 
pilot window. Should one filament of a lamp burn out, the window 
representing that lamp half uncovers and shows a half-red light. 
Should a lamp go totally out, the corresponding window shows an 
all-red light and a bell in connection with the indicator commences 
to ring and continues doing so until switched off by the switch con- 
trolling the faulty lamp. 


Books Received.— The Alternating Current Trans- 
former," by F. @. Baum. New York: McGraw Publishing Co., 114, 
Liberty Street. 1903. 

“The All Red Line: The Annals and Aims of the Pacific Cable 
Project,” by George Johneon. London: Edward Stanford. 
Ottawa: James Hope & Sons. 1903. Price 6s. net. 

Science Abstracts. No. 66. Jane, 1903. London: Feilden 
Publishing Co. Price 1s. 6d., each part. 

Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, Vol. 82 (Part 4), 
by W. G. McMillan. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd., 125, Strand. 
Price 5s. 

“ Regulations for Evening Schoole, Technical Institutions, and 
Schools of Art and Art Classes;" Board of Education. London: 
Eyre & Spottiswoode. 2d. 

" Secondary Datteries: A practical hand-book for owners and 
attendants,” by An Engineer.” London: H. Alabaster, (iate- 
house & Co., 4, Ludgate Hill. 4s, 


Trade Announcements.— Messrs. C. E. and H. М. Peel, 
Ltd., engineers, &c., of Swansea, have found it necessary, owing to 
the increased business in their mechanical and electrical depart- 
mente, to form a separate company therefor, under the title of the 
Glamorgan Iingineering Co., Ltd. Messrs. C. E. & Н. M. Peel 
will retain their interest and remain as directors, and Mr. A. L. 
Furneaux (late of Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., of Chelmsford) 
becomes a director, and will act as manager of the electrical depart- 
ment. Mr. C. W. Jordan will continue to act as general manager 
ofthe Glamorgan Co. Mr. Smart will also continue chief engineer. 
The present shop at Upper Strand Works having become insuflicient, 
new works on up-to-date lines are to be erected on adjacent land. 

Messrs. J. E. & 8. H. Thompson notify that they have severed their 
connection with Lord & Shand, Ltd., and have opened showrooms 
and ollices at 44, Old Town Street. Plymouth, where they will carry 
oo business as Thompson Bros. & Co. Their tender for the installa- 
tion of the equivalent of 120 8-С P. lamps at Messrs. Heath and 
Stoneman's premises at. Plymouth has been accepted. 

We understand that, owing tothe rapid increase of their businese, 
Messrs. Geipel & Lange are removing to new and more commodious 
premises at 724, St. Thomas Street, S.E., where they have also 
obtained a large warehouse for the purpose of increasing their stock 
of electrical apparatus. 
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American Street Railways.—We have received a оору 
of the tenth annual issue of "American Street Railway Invest- 
ments,” which is published by the McGraw Publishing Co., of New 
York. It contains рог of 1,361 American companies, showing 
in detail the financial and physical condition of the properties. 
1,300 of these reports are of an official character, the information 
being furnished by the railroad companies themselves. These 
figures include both operating and leased roads, and include data 
of all new roads. The reports of companies are this year arranged 
by States, instead of alphabetically by towns as heretofore. There 
are given about 25 folding maps of the most important street rail- 
way systems in the United States, also а table showing by com- 
parisons the gross receipts of all companies earning $25,000 or more 
for the years 1901 and 1902. 


Sites for New Works.—About 40 acres of ground 
specially suitable for public works is offered by the Corporation of 
Perth. 


National Electrical Contractors’ Association.— 
Successful meetings of the Northern Section of the National 
Electrical Contractors' Association were held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on Saturday, July 4th. Members were present from 
all parts of the North of Eugland, and many important matters, 
including registration and training of workmen, municipal 
trading, &c., were discussed. It was reported that good work was 
being done by all the local associations, and that many new 
members had joined. Electrical contractors in the North of 
England wishing to become members should write to the hon. 
secretary, Mr. W. Cross, 4, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle, who 
will be glad to give them any information. 


Battery Contracts.—The sub-contract for the storage 
battery for Devonport has been placed by the British Westinghouse 
Co. with the Electrical Power Storage Co., and the sub-contract for 
the storage battery for Gibraltar has been placed by the Electrical 
Construction Co., Ltd., with the same company. The E. P. B. 
Co. has also booked the contract for storage battery for the Ket- 
tering U.D.C. 


Tramway Contracts.—Messrs. J. G. White & Co., 
Ltd., have obtained the following contracta since the end of June:— 
Derby Corporation Tramways: complete construction, permanent 
way, overhead equipment, cables, cars and equipment, £87,627; 
Colchester Corporation Tramways: complete construction, per- 
manent way, overhead equipment and cables, £35,039; Rochdale 
Corporation Tramways: overhead equipments, £21,620 ; Gloucester 
Corporation Tramways: supply of poles and mountings, £4,381. 


Manchester Exhibition, 1905.—An International Ex- 
hibition is to be held in Manchester in 1905, and a preliminary 
‚ working committee has been appointed to ascertain the views of 
those likely to be interested in the project. Later the replies 
obtained will be laid before the Lord Mayor of Manchester, with a 
request to call a town’s meeting to considerthe matter. The scope 
of the Exhibition is to comprise all that is best in industries, arte 
and sciences, home, colonial and foreign. Since the last Exbibi- 
tion (in 1887) the population and wealth of Manchester and district 
have gone ahead by leaps and bounds, and the immense strides in 
mechanical and electrical inventions have been remarkable—there- 
fore it is considered that the time is ripe for another and even more 
successful Exhibition. Mr. Wm. King, of 27, Brazennose Street, 
Manchester, is the hon. secretary. The chairman of the preliminary 
Committee is Mr. G. P. Dawson, of Beyer, Peacock & Oo., and Dr. 
W. @. Rhodes is among the members. 


For Sale.—Mesers. Fuller, Horsey, Sons & Cassell will 
on July 29th offer for sale by auction the electrical copper deposit- 
ing works, electric generating and depositing plant, at Widnes, 
Lancs. They will, on July 30th, offer for sale in London, some 
leasehold manufacturing premises, plant and machinery, also stock 
of electrical and other fittings at Hatton Garden. 

On Friday, July 24th, Messrs. Norman & Son will sell certain 
electrical plant and fittings by auction at Stratford, E. Some 
further particulars are given among our advertisements to-day. 

Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co. are offering various modern 
electric lighting plant for sale. 


Reavell's Compressors.—Mesers. Reavell & Co., of 
Ipswich, report further orders for their new type of motor-driven 
aircompressors. The latest order is from the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies, for three machines of 75 н.р. each, for work on the Central 
South African Railways. The machines are to be similar to that 
exhibited at the Colliery Exhibition at the beginning of this month, 
but of larger size. 


Annual Holidays.—Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., will 
close their Arc Works, Chelmsford, from August 1st to 10th for the 
annual holidays. 

The works of Messrs. D. Bruce Peebles & Co. will be closed from 
July 18th to 27th for the annual trades holidays. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Arbroath.—The T.C. has decided to hand over the 
lighting of the burgh with electricity to a company in preference to 
carrying out the undertaking itself. 

Brentwood.—The U.D.C. has decided to invite terms 
from certain companies which have applied for permission to intro- 
dnce the electric light. 


Barnstaple.—A L. G. B. inquiry has been held into the 
application of the T.C. to borrow £2,500 for purchasing the town 
mills and contingent water rights. A portion of the water is 
intended to be used for condensing purposes atthe electricity works. 
There was some opposition. 


Buenos Ayres.— It is stated that the undertaking of the 
Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting Co. is about to be taken over 
by the German Transmarine Electricity Co., represented by the 
A. E. G., at a purchase price of £600,000 ; the reports, however, are 
somewhat conflicting. The German Co., which carries on a large 
electric lighting business at Buenos Ayres, recently absorbed a 
French electric lighting company in that town. 


Burslem.—A scheme for lighting the town by electricity 
has been provisionally adopted by the T.C. The cost, it is stated, 
will be about £20,000. It has been decided to withdraw all opposi- 
tion to the North-Western Electricity and Power Gas Bill. 


Caerphilly.—The U.D.C. intends to obtain expert advice 
upon the public lighting of the district. 


Chippenham.—The T.C. has received from the Southern 
District Electricity Corporation notice of its intention to apply 
tothe B. of T. for & prov. order to supply electricity within the 
borough. 

The T.C. has given notice to the R.D.C. of its intention to apply 
for powers to supply electricity to the districts contiguous to the 
borough. 


Clydebank.—The T.C. has, by a majority of one, decided 
to carry out its own electric lighting prov. order, instead of handing 
it over to the Clyde Valley Electric Co. The cost of the scheme 
which the Council is now committed to is about £35,000, exclusive 
of the site, which already belongs to the burgh. 


Crewe.—The electrical engineer has been instructed to 
prepare an estimate of the cost of lighting the principal streets by 
means of arc lamps. 


Croydon.—The Corporation is at present considering 
& scheme laid before it by the borough electrical engineer (Mr. 
J. Gray Scott) for alterations and additions to the electricity works, 
at a cost of £70,000, to meet the increasing demand for energy for 
lighting and power purposes. This amount is made up as follows :— 
Engine room and boiler house exteneions, including stanchions to 
carry coal bunkers and overhead crane, £15,000; six boilers, each 
capable of evaporating 12,000 lbs of water per hour, £8,400; foun- 
dations and flues in connection therewith, £2,400; filtration plant 
for hot well water, including erection, £450; two feed pumps for 
boilers, £350; economiser, £1,200; coal conveyor, plant and 
bunkers, £3,600; two 1,000-н P. generating sets for alternating cur- 
rent, £14,000; one 1, 000-H. P. generating set for continuous current, 
£7,000; foundations in connection with the above, and also for con- 
densing plant, £1,350; condensing plant, including new cooling 
tower, £3,500; one engine for No. 2 generator, £7C0; switchbcard 
extensions, switch gear, instruments and cables, £500; pipe work, 
steam, exhaust and drain pipes, £1,500; one 100-K w. 5,000-volt 
transformer, with switchboard, cables, &c., £350; railway siding, 
£4,200; contingencies 10 per cent., £6,450 ; total, £70,950. 

Some short time ago the Corporation decided to defend an action 
brought against that body by the ownera of premises adjoining the 
electricity works, in respect of injury and annoyance caused by the 
spray from the cooling pond, but the negotiations that have gone 
on between the parties have resulted in a settlement of the case. 
The Corporation has paid the agreed costs, and given an under- 
taking that after August 16th, no sprayiog from the pond or cooling 
towers shall take place into the plaintiffs’ premises. 


Dublin.— On Wednesday last the Corporation was to take 
over the new electrical installation from the contractors, though 
the staff to take charge of the plant had not been appointed. 


Dursley.—Two companies have notified the R.D.C. of 


' their intention to apply for prov. orders, the Gloucestershire 


Electric Power Syndicate for Dursley alone, and the Western 
Electric Power Co. for the whole of the Council's district. 


East Barnet.—The North Metropolitan Electrical Power 
Distribution Co. and the Empire Electric Light and Power Co. have 
given notice of intention to apply for prov. orders. 


Edinburgh.—The E.L. Committee has agreed to recom- 
mend that the charge for energy for each public lamp should be 
reduced from £13 to £12 108. per annum. 


Eton.—Five months ago the U. D.C. decided to experi- 
ment with electricity at the sewage disposal works in place of steam. 
Reporting on the cost, Mr. E. Bailey Denton states that 8,863 unite 
have been consumed, and that the Windsor Electrical Installation 
Co. proposed, if electricity was employed, to charge 3d. per unit for 
the first 6,000 units, and 14d. beyond, making with a total of 16,000 
units per annum, а cost of £137 10s. a year. Mr. Denton advises 
the Council to accept this proposal. A committee is considering the 
matter. 

Farnham.—The U. D.C. has appointed a special com- 
mittee to consider offers from the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and 
Engineering Co., the Inland Waterways Co. and the National Elec- 
trical Wiring Co. to work the Council's provisional order. 


Hampton Wick, — The Twickenham and Teddington 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., has notifled its intention to apply to the 
B. of T. for a prov. order for electric lighting in the district. 
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Hanwell.—The Southall Electric Supply Corporation 
and the Empire Electric Power Oo. have given notice of intention 
to apply for a provisional order. The D.C. has decided to oppose 
the application, and has appointed a committee to consider the advi- 
sability of the local authority seeking power itself. 


Hereford.—The electricity accounts show a groes revenue 
for the year of £2,312, working е s £997, and interest on 
capital £642, leaving a surplus of £673 towards repayment of 
capital, wbich requires a sum of £920. 


Hollingbourne.— The Kent Electric Power Co. have 
informed the R.D.O. that they intend to apply to the B. of T. for a 
prov. order to supply electricity within the whole of the Council's 
area. The Council on July 9th decided to oppose the application. 


Hove.—At the meeting of the T.C. on July 9th notice 
was received from the Hove Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., of their 
intention to apply for a prov. order to supply electricity to 
Aldringbam. Five years ago the T.C. obtained a similar order, and 
the last extension of time, which the B. of T. states is final, expires 
on Feb. 14th next. With a view of avoiding the risk of the Order 
lapsing for want of action, the General oses Committee re- 
commended the T.C. to apply to the L.G.B. for a loan of £15,000 for 
the scheme, and this recommendation was adopted on July 9th. 


Italy.—Application has been made for a concession to 
put down a plant to utilise the water-power of the River Esino in 
the generation of electrical energy, and to transmit the same to 
жыты for power purposes. It is estimated that 1,800 н.р. will be 
available. 


Ringstown.—The E.L. Committee is considering pro- 
poeals made by Mr. W. M. Murphy on behalf of the Dublin United 
Tramways Co. to supply electricity to the Urban District for 
public and private lighting, or to form a company to undertake the 
lighting of the township. 


Leyton.— The annual report of the Lighting Committee 
of the U.D.C. shows a capital expenditure of £126,455, a revenue 
from sale of energy of £15,084, and a net profit of £925. It is 
stated that the existing plant could supply double the amount of 
power applied for up to the present. 


Lichfield.—At a recent meeting of the City Council a 
resolution was adopted appointing an independent solicitor for the 
promotion of the supplemental electrical prov. order. It was 
explained that the gas company had announced its intention of 
opposing the application, and the town clerk was both a director 
and the solicitor to the gas company. 


London.—MaRrYLEBONE.—On Monday evening, at a 
special meeting of the M.B.C., a settlement was arrived at regarding 
matters in dispute with the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., which 
Mr. Justice Buckley, in recently giving judgment for specific 
performance, referred for decision to Mr. C. A. Russell, the umpire 
in the arbitration. 

The terms of settlement, as recommended for acceptance by Mr. 
Moulten, K.C., and Mr. Cane (counsel for the Council) and Mr. 
A. Wright (the Council's consulting engineer) were as follows :—(1) 
The undertaking to be taken over and money paid · on December 3186, 
1903 (subject to power to apply to Court). (2) The capital expended 
by the company between January Ist, 1902, and June 30th, 1903, 
agreed at £67,250,to be paid on December 31st, 1903 (subject as above). 
(3) The amount of £5,000 to which the company are committed to 
be repaid, if expended, on that date without interest. (4) Profits 
to be set off against interest cn amount awarded until payment of 
purchase money. (5) Expenditure to be made for future develop- 
ments as Council approve, and to be repaid with interest at 
4 per cent. on December 3186, 1903 (subject as above). (6) 
Company to take back motor-generators on July 1st, 1906, at £15,000, 
Borough Council keeping them in good order in the meantime. 
(7) The Council to repay to the company the cost of severing the 
Marylebone portion of the Norfolk Crescent and St. John's Wood 
districts, when the Council cease to take their supply for those dis- 
tricts from them. The above terms to be embodied in the Order in 
the action with costs. Objections to breaking up streets for North 
Street mains to be withdrawn. 

Several members referred to the manner in which the business 
had been muddled, and the way in which they had been outwitted 
by the company on every point. 

Sir Thos. Brooke Hitchens said the Committee and Council, by 
their mismanagement, had done much to bring municipal trading 
into discredit, and in this way, although the ratepayers would have 
to suffer, a valuable service had been rendered to the county. He 
himself, as a plain business man, could never understand why the 
fact had not been put forward in the arbitration that the company 
had offered to accept for the undertaking £400,000 less than the 
sum which was finally awarded. The best municipal committee 
they could get could not compete with a board of expert directors, 
and he, therefore, asked the Council, even now at the eleventh hour, 
to try to arrange with the company to retain the undertaking. 

Dr. W. Leaf stated that the company would not consider terms to 
let the Council off paying the amount fixed by the arbitration. This 
agreement would, however, end litigation between them. 

Mr. E. R. Debenham, Chairman of the Committee, said that accord- 
ing to the terms of the arbitration all that had to be done was to 
find out the actual cost of the work, the original estimates for 
which were £92,095. Bo far as he could see there was an end to all 
disputes, as all further expenditure by the company could only be 
made with the Council's consent. Of course, if the Council could 
not get the money by December they would have to ask for further 
relief. 


The following resolution was adopted nem. con: That the Com- 
mittee be authorised to enter into an agreement with the company 
on the basis of the suggested terms of settlement, and that the 
Committee be instructed to require the company to prove that their 
expenditure down to June 30th has been as stated. 

STEPNEY. — The M. B. C. last week resolved to ask the local 
members to oppose the provisions in the Supply of Electricity Bill 
with reference to bulk supplies. 

As a note which we recently published in regard to street lighting 
matters in this borough is somewhat misleading, it is worth noting 
that the petition recently presented concerned two streets in which 
13 ordinary converted gas columns were in use, each having two 
16-c P. electric incandescent lamps, and not arc lamps as specified. 
It was suggested that these should be replaced by 50-с.р. Welsbach gas 
mantles; and the Council has decided to try some Nernst lamps. 
It is due to Mr. Tapper, the borough electrical engineer, to add that 
the arc lighting in the main thoroughfares in this district is equal 
to auy in the metropolis. 

HaAcENRY.—The Borough Council has decided to reduce the price 
charged for electrical energy for power purposes from the flat rate 
of 2d. per unit to the following :—For the first 1,000 units per 
quarter, 2d. per unit; all consumption in excess of 1,000 units per 
quarter, 14d. per unit. 

BATTERSEA.—It was resolved by the M.B.C. last week to peti- 
tion against the Supply of Electricity Bill. Upon the suggestion 
of the electrical engineer, electric mains near eight bakers’ premises 
are to be relaid further away, at an estimated cost of £155. An 
alternative scheme, prepared by the borough sutveyor and borough 
engineer, for providing plant for raising coal from barges and con- 
veying it to the central generating station, was approved by the 
Finance Committee. The estimated cost iis £2,662, as against 
£3,500 for the original scheme. , 

SourHwARE.—The M. B. C. last week authorised the electrical 
engineer, with & view to increase the demand for energy for power, 
to enter into an agreement with the British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd., to act as their agent for the sale of motors on the hire-purchase 
system, all monies received as commission to be paid to the electric 
lighting account, and the company to be permitted to deposit at 
their own risk, a number of motors at the electric light station, on 
sale or return. | 

Sr. PaRORAS.— According to the statement of accounts of the 
electricity undertaking of the M. B. C., the gross revenue for the 
past year was £68,372, and the net revenue £32,275 ; after meeting 
capital charges there was with £1,334 brought forward a surplus of 
£18,152. The Committee recommended that after certain 
deductions £15,000 should be placed to reserve, and £530 carried 
forward ; but the Council decided that £7,200 should be applied to 


: the relief of the rates. 


Maidenhead.—In connection with the electric lighting 
plant the three steam dynamos were installed by the Industrial 
Engineering Co., of Newton, near Hyde, who took over the work 
from the Clayton Engineering Co., to whom the order w 
entrusted. . 


Montrose.—The Harbour Committee is considering the 
lighting of the harbour by electricity and the working of the gates 
by motors. : 


Motherwell.—The annual report by the burgh electrical 
engineer, which was submitted at a meeting of the Town Council 
held on 7th inst., showed that the number of consumers had in- 
creased during the year by 82 per cent. The number of units sold 
was 291,247, an increase of 124,387. The lighting had increased 48 
per cent., power 830 per cent. and public lighting 13 per cent. The 
total cost of producing the energy sold was 13 per cent. lower than 
last year, and the revenue showed an increase of 41 per cent. 
There was a net profit on the year of £166 17s. 11d. The Council 
resolved to reduce the charge for energy to 34d. per unit for light- 
ing, and to 14d. as the maximum and 1d. as the minimum for large 
consumers of power, according to the quantity taken. The rate 
for small consumers of power remains as before at 2d. per unit. 


New Malden.—The U.D.C. has resolved to apply to the 


B. of T. for a prov. order for electric lighting. 


Newcastle (N.S.W.).—The City Council is going to 
double its electric lighting plant at a cost of £4,450. 


Northallerton.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of 
the Electrit Lighting Company to light the town with arc lamps at 
15s. for 100 hours, with incandescent lamps at 3s. per 100 hours, and 
in side streets at 3s. 9d. 


Northfleet.—The Empire Electric Power Co., Ltd., has 
given notice to the U.D.C. of its intention to apply for a prov. 
order to supply electricity in the area of Northfleet. The U.D.C. 
has appointed a committee to conduct negotiations with this and 
other bodies with regard to the supply of electricity to the town. 


Northwich.—The U.D.C. has asked the local electric 
supply company for terms for adapting the existing street lamps 
for the electric light. 


Pontypridd.—The U.D.C. has decided to erect its own 
electric generating station, instead of taking electrical energy in 
bulk from the South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co. 


Sunderland.— The T.C. has accepted tenders as fol- 
lows :—The Electrical Power Storage Co., for a storage battery for 
the Whickham Street sub- station, and maintenance thereof for 10 
years; and Messrs. Davidson & Co., for induced draught plant. An 
additional panel for the tramways switchboard at Dunning Street is 
to be obtained, at an estimated cost of £110 
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Provisional Orders.—Notices of application to the B. 
of T. for provisional orders have been lodged as follows:- Newquay 
and Marlow, by the Southern District Electricity Corporation. 
Bognor, by the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co., 
Ltd., the National Provincial Electricity Corporation, Ltd., and 
Mesers. Pressland & Fippard. Crediton, by Messrs. Christy Bros. 
and Middleton. Southwick, Skelton &  Brotton, Barry, 
Whittington, and Brandon, by the Iimpire Electric Lighting 
Co. rent wood, by the Sir Hiram Maxim Co. Ulver- 
ston, by the Electric Light and Power Co, Ltd. Ely, 
by the Sir Hiram Maxim Co., tbe Southern District Electricity 
Corporation, and the Empire Electric Lighting Co. Farobam, by 
the Sir Hiram Maxim Co. and tbe Inland Waterways, Ltd. 
Hanwell, by tbe Soutball Electricity Supply Co. Rainbam aud 
Hollingbourne, by the Kent Electric Power Cos. Nailsworth, by 
the Gloucestershire Electric Power Co. Romford, by the Brent- 
wood U.D.C. Dursley, by the Gloucettershiro Electric Power Co. 
and the Western Electric Power Co. South Stonebam, by the 
Inland Waterways, Ltd. Dawley, Wellington and Paignton by 
companies. 


Rotherhaim.—A loan of £12,390 has been applied for 
by the T.C. for IU. L. purposes. 


Scottish Central Electric Power Bill.— An amicable 
arrangement has been arrived at with the promoters of the above 
Bill, for the insertion of protective clauses in the interest of the 
various burghs. The company are held bound to take their water 
supply from the authorities in whose districts their generating stations 
are situated. A clause has also been inserted, whereby the company 
shall not enter the area of supply of the burghs of Stirling, Falkirk, 
Boness, and Alloa, and compete with them in the supply of enerzy, 
nor shall they be entitled to oppose any petition for the extension 
of the burgh boundaries by these burghs. In the event of the 
local authorities of Grangemouth, Alloa, Denny, Dunipace, and 
Kilsyth respectively becoming “authorised distributors " within the 
next three years, they shall be deemed to have heen authorised 
distributors as at the commencement of the company’s Act, and will, 
accordingly, have the same protective rights as other burghs which 
have an order. 


Shepton Mallet.—The Western Electric Distribution 
Corporation and the Southern District Electricity Corporation have 
intimated to the U.D.C. their intention of applying to the B.O.T. 
for prov. orders to supply electricity in the district. 


Sunbury.—The Twickenham and Teddington Electric 


Co. intends to apply for a prov. order for supplying electricity in 
the urban district of Sunbury. 


Thornhill.—Tbe U.D.C. has approved plans for the 
erection within the Council's area of an electric power generating 
station for the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. It is expected that work 
in connection with the construction of the buildings will be pro- 
ceeded with as soon as the tenders are let. 


Wolverhampton.—The town clerk has received a letter 
from the L.G.B. giving the Board's sanction to the Corporation 
borrowing £14,000 and £1,000 for electric lighting purposes. The 
Lighting Committee has issued the annual report and balance-sheet 
respecting the working of the electric light undertaking during the 
year. The Committee states that a gross profit was made of £11,698. 
out of which the following charges have to be met: — Interest, 
£3,658; sinking furd, £3,956; cost of change-over of system, 
£637 ; loss on sale of old engines, £966 ; leaving a net profit for the 
year of £2,480. The debt of £2,929 in respect of the engines is 
absolutely extinguished, and the cost of the change-over of the 
system of supply and the rewiring of consumers’ premises has been 
£2,000, which has been paid out of the revenue. During the past 
year the output to private consumers for motive power has increased 
by 160 per cent. During tbe first four mouths of the financial year 
only a portion of the tramway routes was in operation, and the 
total output of electricity for tramway purposes bas not been so 
large as was anticipated, but the additional day load has proved of» 
considerable benefit to the undertaking. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Bath.—With regard to the failure of the Bath Electric 
Tramways Co. to comply with the Bath and District Light Rail- 
ways Order, 1901, and the statements made by a deputation from 
the company thereon, the County Works Committee of the Surrey 
County Council has recommended (1) that the chairman of the 
County Council and of the County Works Committee be authorised 
at any time to direct proceedings to be taken against the company 
for contravening their provisional order, upon the report to them 
of the county surveyor, if it should appear desirable; (2) that the 
County Council consent to a proposal to alter the position of certain 
standards from the north to the south side of the Lower Bristol 
Road, subject to the approval of tbe county surveyor; (3) that the 
County Council decline to grant leave to the company to shorten 
the tramline on the Lower Bristol Road by about 150 vds., but that 
the company be allowed to construct a loop at the terminus, as 
shown on the plans, subject to the approval of the county surveyor. 


Birmingham.—The Tramways Committee of the T.C. 
ів at present negotiatiny with the neighbouring local authorities, 
and there js every indication that в working arrangement will be 


arrived at amicably between Birmingham and those localities which 
have not made arrangements with the B.E.T. Co. In the cise of 
the latter there is every indication at present of perfect gocd 
feeling irrespective of the stiff fight before the House of lorde 
Committee recently. А conference was held this week with the 
authorities of King's Norton DC, and Handsworth D.C. Borrow- 
ing powers have now been obtained for £50,000 for tramway 
purposes, and £25,000 for a combined refuse destructor and elec- 
tricity supply station. The length of tramline within the city to 
be purchaeed by the Corporation amounts to about 14 miles. It 
was laid down in 1882, and came within the city at the extension 
of the municipal boundary in 1891. There may possibly be some 
disagreement, as the depóts ave without the city boundary, and on 
this point the Corporation is determined not to deal. By the 
preamble of the Sutton Coldfield Bill b:ing not proved so far 
as the tramways are concerned, the through route to Sutton 
Park, a favourite holiday resort of Birmingham, is indefinitely 
postponed. 


Cardiff.—At a meeting of the Corporation Tramways 
Committee on Friday, it was reported that as a result of the first 


year's working of the tramways a net profit of £9,544 has been 
made. 


Cheltenham.— Messrs. Dodd & Dodd, civil and con- 
sulting engineers, of Birmingham, have received instructions from 
the Cheltenham and District Light Railway Co. to prepare all neces- 
sary detail plans for deposit with the various local authorities to 
enable the Light Railway Co. to construct the authorised extensions 
to Charlton Kings and Leckhampton. 


Dewsbury.—The B.E.T. Co.’s tramways in the Dewsbury 
district are rapidly approaching completion. ' The Batley lines are 
now being coupled to the Spen Valley main line, and the extension 
from the Dewsbury boundary through Ravensthorpe is about 
finished. It is hoped that the work will have so far advanced as to 
permit of the official inspection being made towards the end of the 
present month, so that the extension may be opened to the public 
from the beginning of August. It was a great disappointment to 
residents in Dewsbury, Soothill, Netter and Ossett when the Bill 
authorising the conatruction of a light railway from Dewsbury to 
Wakefield was thrown out. There isastrong feeling that tramways 
ought to be provided, and the Dewsbury and Ossett Corporations 
and the Soothill, Netter Distri:t Council are moving in the matter. 
A conference bas been held at which it was agreed to recommend 
thethree authorities to make a joint application to the Board of 
Trade for powers under the tramways to construct such a line., 


Finchley.—In the matter of the dispute between the 
U.D.C. and tbe Middlesex C.C. as to the proposed light railways, 
the Board of Tra de has determined that centre-pole construction 
must be adopted. Tne U.D.C., having received notice from the 
North Metropolitan Power Co. of intention to lay mains to supply 
electricity in bulk, and put down high-tens:oa cables for the pro- 
posed light railwaye, has decided to object, and to inform the 
Middlesex C.C. that the U.D.C. is prepared to supply energy. 


Irvine.—The T.C. has resolved to open negotiations 
with the County Council of Ayrshire and the Town Councils of the 
neighbouring burghs with a view to obtaining their opinions on tho 
formation of a joint electric traction scheme for the district. 


Italy.—Plans have been prepared for projected electric 


railways between Verona, Lagise and Riva «i Trente, and between 


Peschiera and Lagise. 


Leith.—Mr. James More, jun., has issued his report to 
the Corporation on the value of the present tramways and the cost 
of reconstructing for electric traction, with a view to the purchase 
of the undertaking by the Corporation from the Edinburgh Street 
Tramways Co. He values the present tramways at £75 513 
Regarding the conversion of the present tramway lines to overhead 
electric traction, Mr. More thinks he is safe in assuming tbat every 
member of the Leith Corporation would be glad to see through 
cemmunication between Edinburgh and Leith established. He 
considers several ways in which this can be done. The capital 
expenditure he estimates at £157,000, including :—Amount to cover 
purchase, £80,000 ; aud cost of reconstructing the present lines and 
equipping them for overhead electric traction, £77,000. т 

Councillor McNab has proposed that the Town Clerk procure а 
return of the result of all Board of Trade valuations and arbitration 
cases during the last 10 years—the returü to show the amount of 
total expenditure, the time in use, the depreciation, and the amount 
awarded, and tbe sum actually paid by the purchaser, and ару 
other information calculated to assist the Council. 


London.— SouTuwaRk.—Strong objection was taken at 
the B.C. meeting last week to the manner in which the electrifica- 
tion of the tramways was being carried on. Several members 
advocated that “ lawlessness be met with lawlessness,” that the 
ropes put up be cut, the trenches be filled in by the Borough 
Council's workmen, and that the material piled on the footways be 
carted away. Finally the following motion was carried: “That the 
L.C.C. be informed that this Council strongly object to the laying 
of the tramway ducts underneath the footways, and intend to appeal 
to the Board of Trade on the matter: also that all future dis- 
turbances of the roads in the district must be strictly carried out 
under Sees. 26 and 27 of the Tramways Act, 1870." These sections 
provide that only 100 yards of roadway be taken up at one time. 

LaukETH.— The B.C. is seeking to induce the L. C. C. to carry out 
the ielectrification of the Brixton cable tramway by working con- 
tinuously night and day, 
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THE NEW ELECTRICITY WORKS OF THE 
MANCHESTER CORPORATION. 


(Concluded from page 22.) 

THE generating station at Bloom Street is practically an 
extension of the original Dickinson Street station, from 
which it is separated only by an arm of a canal, crossed by 
a gangway; it was erected mainly for the purpose of 
supplying power to the tramways, and presents one of those 
rare instances in which a power station is designed and com- 
pletely equipped from the very start, there being no pos- 
sibility of extension on this site. 

Owing to the 
shapeof the site, the 
boiler house makes 
an angle with the 
engine room, leav- 
ing а triangular 
space between, as 
shown on the plan 
of the station given 
on p. 103. At one 
end of this space 
the chimney shaft 
is situated, with a 
36 in. atmospheric 
exhaust pipe carried 
up one side of it. 

The site is 
bounded on two 
sides by the canal, 
which lies along the 
whole length of the 
boiler house and 
one end of the 
engine room; the 
other two sides face 
Bloom Street and 
Winser Street. 

The boiler house 
measures about 172 
ft. x 86 ft., and 
contains on the 
ground floor 11 
Babcock & Wilcox 
boilers, set in six 
batteries. Each 
boiler has a total 
heating surface of 5,140 sq. ft., and is composed of 18 
sections of tubes, each section having 12 tubes in height, 
with an additional row of tubes constituting the firm's 
patent Scotch furnace or double combustion chamber, thus 
making the construction 18 tubes in height. The tubes 
are 4 in. in diameter, and 18 ft. long, and the sections are 
connected together by two steam and water drums, 48 in. in 
diameter and 23 ft. 7 in. long, connected at the rear end 
by a cross drum 20 in. diameter x 8 ft. 6 in. long. These 
boilers are capable of withstanding a working pressure of 
160 Ibs. per sq. in., and are fitted with B. & W. steam 
superheaters and  chain-grate stokers. Each boiler is 
capable of evaporating 18,000 lbs. of water per hour, and 
the steam is normally superheated 100° F. 


1,800-kw. MusaRAvE-WESTINGHOUSE STEAM DYNAMO. 


Over the boilers are the economisers, of the Green type, 
there being 160 tubes in each of the 11 economisers ; the 
Scrapers are driven by Mather & Platt motors. Above the 
economisers are the feed-water tanks, and over all come 
the coal bunkers, which are capable of holding 800 tons of 
coal; this is brought to the works in wooden boxes, as is 
customary in Lancashire when the coal is water-borne by 
canal A travelling crane, by Messrs. Stothert & Pitt, 
which runs along the top of the bunkers, lifts the boxes 
direct from the barges and tips the coal into the bunker 
where it is required. 

The coal is fed to the boilers by gravity, the shoots being 
provided with 
measuring appara- 
tus. The stokers 
are driven by 
Mather & Platt 
motors. 

The feed - water 
arrangements are of 
an exceptional 
character, there 
being a separate 
equipment for each 
battery of two 
boilers; in fact, 
each pair of boilers, 
with two feed pumps 
and two 
misers, forms an 
independent unit, 
and the connections 
are such that either 
pump can feed the 
boilers direct or 
through either 
economiser. The 
pumps were made 
by Messrs. G. & J. 
Weir, of Cathcart, 
and are installed in 
a basement beneath 
the stoking floor. 

The ashes from 
the boilers are 
dropped into trucks 
and wheeled along 
a tunnel to barges 
on the canal. The chimney shaft is of brick, 223 ft. high 
and 12 ft. in diameter inside. 

There are two main equalising steam pipes in the boiler 
house, each 14 in. in diameter, with a branch from each 
boiler to each pipe; each engine likewise has duplicate 
1:3 in. steam pipes from these mains, as far as the main stop 
valve, with a separator on each pipe. 

The engine room measures about 150 ft. by 44 ft., and is 
36 ft. 6 in. high to the crane rails ; the crane is electrically 
driven, with three motors and two speeds in lifting, and was 
supplied by Messrs. P. R. Jackson & Co. The room is 
admirahly lighted from the saw-tooth roof with north light. 

The generating plant of four Musgrave- 


Westinghouse steam dynamos, each giving normally 1,800 
F 


econo- 


consists 
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KW. at 75r.p.m. The engines were made by Messrs. John The generators are of the Westinghouse Co.’s standard 
Musgrave & Son, Ltd., of Bolton, and are of their vertical type. Each machine has a normal output of 1,800 kw., 
compound type, with the dynamos between the cranks. The wich a capacity for 25 per cent. overload continuously, or 
cylinders are carried 50 per cent. for 
on very massive | i | short periods. The 
standards, rising overall dimensions 
from heavy cast-iron of the frame are :— 
bedplates, and are 20 ft. 8 in. high, 
fitted with Corliss 5 ft. 3 in. wide, and 
trip valve gear, 26 ft. long, while 
driven by separate the commutator and 
eccentrics, Pro- armature diameters 
vision is made for are 10 ft. and 12 ft. 
controlling the respectively. The 
valve gear of both armature is dram- 
cylinders by means wound, on a core 
of the governor, built up on a heavy 
but it has been cast - iron spider, 
found preferable to which is pressed on 
use a fixed cut-off to the shaft and 
on the low pressure, secured by shrink- 
and to govern ing rings before the 
the high - pressure fly-wheel hub is 
cylinder only. An fitted in place, The 
emergency  gover- commutator is con- 
nor is also pro- structed of 900 
vided. The gear segments, insulated 
is very quiet in vith mica, and fixed 
action, and the to the spider by 
engines themselves clamping rings and 
are practically noise- bolts. The total 
less, while thedesign weight of armature 
is as usual admir- and commutator 
able, not only in complete is nearly 
appearance, but 38 tons. Carbon 
also in working. + brushes аге used, 

Each ‘engine is \ ni and each holder is 
provided with a fly- | VT bolted to a central 
wheel weighing 125 ring, connected, 
tons, there being in through suitable 
all nearly 200 tons gearing, to hand 
on the two main wheels at each end 
bearings. The fly- of the machine. 
wheel is built up The field frame 
with 10 arms, and contains 20 poles, 
teeth are provided of soft iron lamina- 
for the electric bar- tions cast into the 


View or UPPER Wonk&s or Моѕавлув 3,00С-н.р. ENGINES. 


ring gear in its соёт periphery. The main shaft is уоКе, which is split vertically to permit of examination of the 
27 in. in diameter in the commutator end bearing, and armature atany time. The machines are designed for a speed 
30 in. in diameter at the fly-wheel end. of 75 revs. per min., and supply current either at 410—440 
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volta for lighting, or 500—550 volts for traction loads. For 
the former they are connected as shunt-wound generators, and 
for the latter as compound-wound, the change being effected 
by a switch pillar at the side of each machine, with inter- 
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Pian oF Broom STREET STATION. 


locking gear to prevent the possibility of an error being 
made in changing over. 

Each engine is provided with a separate surface con- 
densing set, and the condenser is divided into two parts, 
with separate branches from the common exhaust pipe. The 
condensing plant is fixed in the basement between the 
foundations of the engines. Gwynne centrifugal pumps, 
drven by Westinghouse motors, supply the circulating 
water, which is obtained from the canal by means of four 
culverts, the hot water | 
being similarly dis- 
charged at a point 
remote from the intake. 
The air - pumps are 
driven off the cross- 
beads of the engines, 
there being two pumps 
to each set. The con- 
densation water is run 
to waste, and the whole 
of the feed water is 
derived from the town 
mains; it would seem 
that there is room for 
improvement in this 
connection. The ex- 
haust pipes are provided 
with automatic valves 
for exhaust to atmos- 
phere in case of failure 
of the vacuum. 

As will be seen from 
the plan, there is no 
space to spare in the 
station, which is com- 
pletely filled. The 
triangular space between 
the engine room and 
boiler house has been 
roofed over and made 
use of as a switch- 
room. 

_ The plant is used for both lighting and traction, working 
in conjunction with the Dickinson Street plant, and the 
bus-bers in the two stations are directly coupled together by 
stout cables, which are carried along a cable tunnel in the 
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station, and are run in troughing, filled up solid?! with 

bitumen, over the gangway crossing the canal. | 
The generator panels are at the middle of the board, and 
are provided with throw-over switches, by means of which 
any generator can be used for either lighting or traction, as 
may be required. The positive and negative switches are 
fixed in separate panels or compartments, this part of the 
beard being of the cellular type. Over the switches аге 
Cowan non-return cut-outs—not maximum current circuit- 
breakers, which are only 
used on the traction 
feeders. At the top of 
== = the generator board are 
S two lighting and two 
traction voltmeters, and an 
edgewise Evershed am- 
meter for each panel. Six 
generator panels are pro- 
vided, four for the 1,800 
kW. generators, and two 
ead 3 for the two 750-Kw. 
sere А traction sets in the Dickin- 
i] son Street station; the 
I excitation of the latter is 
controlled from the switch- 
board in Bloom Street 

station, 

Adjoining the generator 
panels is а paralleling 
panel for the connections 
with Dickinson Street, 
fitted with ammeters read- 
ing to 3,000 amperes, and 
main switches, 

The traction feeders are 

23 in number, each controlled by a main switch, Cowan 
circuit-breaker and ammeter. All the current to the tram- 
ways passes through the shunt of a recording ammeter, 
as the supply is charged for on the maximum demand 
system ; separate watt-hour meters are also to be installed, 
to record the energy supplied for traction only. 

The lighting feeder panels are six in number, on the right 
hand of the generator panels, and provide for 24 feeders, 
of which the positives are above and the negatives below, 


EpiswaN MAIN SWITCHBOARD, TRACTION END. 


with edgewise ammeters at the top. The feeder cables are 
all coupled'in pairs to single:switches. | 

Beyond the lighting board is a switchboard for controlling 
the station motors and lighting. 
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The switchboard was constructed mainly by the Edison 
and Swan Electric Light Co., Ltd., with Evershed instru- 
ments and Cowan automatic cut-onts, and British Thomson- 


Houston switches. 
The station was 


originally designed : 
by Mr. C. H. Word- < 


ingham, and the 
buildings were 
erected during his 
tenure of office; it 8 
was completed by 
Mr. G. F. Metzger. 

Descriptions of 
the Dickinson Street 


at the points marked 4, 4, and the circulation of the air that takes 
place from the outside into the car is shown by the arrows marked 
B, B. With the use of these windows, experience has shown that 
the only thing wanting for thoroughly ventilating a tramcar is some 


provision for a further 
supply of fresh air 
from the outside into 
the car, and a means 
for the escape of the 
foul air, which cannot 
get out without inter- 
fering withthe current 
of fresh air passing 
into the car through 
the hinged windows 
already referred to. 
This increased eupply 
is provided for bya 
hinged sash on each 


Stations have ap- DIAGRAM SHOWING IMPROVED VENTILATING ARRANGEMENTS. side of the door at 


peared in the 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW from time to time, the latest being 
April, 1901; we do not therefore propose to deal with this 
beyond the reference which has already appeared in this article. 


INTBBIOR OF CAB. 


In conclusion, we have pleasure in expressing our in- 
debtedness to Mr. G. F. Metzger, city electrical engineer, for 
the facilities which he has kindly afforded us for the 
preparation of the article and obtaining 


photographs of the plant. Mr. S. L. 
Pearce, deputy electrical engineer, and Mr. 


McKenzie, resident engineer at Stuart 


Street, also afforded us valuable assistance, 
for which we return our best thanks. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN CAR 
CONSTRUCTION. 


Mzssns. Dick, Kerr & Co, Lrp., have 
recently delivered to the Leicester Cor- 
poration a sample car built by the Electric 
Railway and Tramway Carriage Works, Ltd., 
Preston, Lancashire, which embodies some 
features that are new and important in 
tramcar construction. These features are 
principally an improved method of ventilation, 
and an improved design of interior finish, 
which taken together have produced a 
very satisfactory result. 

The provision made for ventilation will be 
understood from the annexed diagram, which 
shows a cross-section of a top-seat tramcar 
roof constructed to provide for an inlet of 
fresh air and an outlet for the foul hot air 
that ascends to, and fills, the upper part of the 


car. 

The inlet for fresh air is provided for through the usual line of 
hinged windows placed above the large fixed glass windows, which 
were first adopted by, and have since become an essential feature of, 
the Preston standard top-seat car. They are shown in the diagram 


each end of the car, 
marked on the dia- 


gram Е, F. These sashes can be opened in exactly the same way 
as the rashes д, л at the sides when additional frech air is required. 
They ar» also provided with perforated louvre panels on the 
outside, and they admit of a large supply of fresh air passing in- 


wards without interfering with the arrange- 
ment of coloured signal lenses, and with- 
out allowing the admission of water in wet 
weather. 

The outlet for the foul air has been pro- 
vided for by a recess made ia the roof of the 
car, marked o, o, which, as shown in the 
diagram, is just above the hinged windows 
above referred to. The circulation of the 
foul air through this recess to the outside 
is shown by the arrows marked D,D. Oa 
the outeide of the car on each side and con- 
necting with this recess are fixed ventilators, 
marked в, Е, constructed in such a way that 
no air can pass into the car at these pointe, 
but the ventilators draw the hot air out 
when the car isrunning. It will be noted 
that this recess o, o connects not only 
direct with the interior of the car, but aleo 
with the roof space H, H between the mill- 
board ceiling and the main deck, and that 
this space, which in ordinary tr«mcars is а 
dead air space, is thoroughly ventilated by 
this arrangement, 

If required, a further outlet for the hot 
air ia the top of the car may be provided 
for by perforating the millboard ceiling to 
connect with this space and, indirectly, 
with the ventilators on the outside of the 


car. 
The foul air outlets cannot be closed, so 


that the interior of the car is constantly provided with a circula- 
tion of fresh air, without annoying draughts. 
The application of this principle of ventilation to the car lends 


EXTERIOR OF CAB.“ 


itself to very satisfactory treatment in the way of interior design 
and general finish, which adds very largely to its appearance. 

The views given herewith show how the actual construction is 
carried out, the parts being'lettered as in the diagram. 
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No one who has travelled much in tramcars can be ignorant of 
the foul: condition sometimes met with in their atmosphere, and 
every improvement in the ventilation, such as that here recorded, 
will be cordially welcomed by him. 


CONTRACTS CLOSED. 


(Continued from page 100.) 


Gloucester.—The City Council on Wednesday accepted 
the following tenders:— 

Bection A.— Generating plant (79 tenders, ranging from £5,117 1s. 
to £3,282): the General Electric Co., (1900), Ltd., including English- 
made dynamos and Willans engine, £3,464 17s. 4d. 

Section B.—Condensing plant and pipework (27 tenders, ranging 
from £1,206 to £835 10з.): Mesers. Summers & Scott, £890. 

Section C.—Switchboard and instruments (27 tenders, ranging 
from £1,933 16s. 8d. to £1,136 8s. 5d.): Messrs. J. G. Statter and 
Co, £1,174 8s. 5d., subject to their satisfying the engineers on cer- 
tain details of construction, &c. 

Section D.— Battery of accumulators and reversible booster (31 
tenders, ranging from £2,313 to £1,137 33.): Messra, Crompton and 
Co., Ltd., £1,551 11s. 

At a meeting of the Tramways Committee held on July 3rd, 
Mesars. Dickinson & Hammond presented a report with analyses of 
the tenders received for the following sections, the Committee 
recommending that in each case the recommendation of the engi- 
neers should be accepted :— | 

Section E.—Rails and accessories (26 tenders, ranging from 
£15,398 to £13,132). Section F.—Construction of permanent way 
(23 tenders, giving schedules of prices which, according to quantities 
estimated by the city surveyor, would range from £415,511 to 
£29,828). The engineers reported that Mr. George Law's tenders 
were the lowest for Sections E and F combined, and that it would 
bean advantage for the same contractor for constructing the per- 
manent way to be also responsible for supplying the material. e 
combined tenders of Mr. George Law, of Kidderminster, for Sec- 
tions E and F, amounting together (approximately) to £47,655, 
were recommended subject to his agreeing to supply rails and other 
materials of British manufacture to be 5 bs the engineers. 

Section G.—Cables, troughs and feeder pillars (23 tenders, 
ranging from £6,100 to £4,520): the British Electric Equipment 
Co. for Callender’s lead-sheathed cables (the lowest), £4,520, subject 
to their giving the Corporation the option of having Callender's 
vulcanised bitumen-covered cables on the Corporation agreeing to 
psy the extra price charged for same by Callender's Cable and 
Construction Co., Ltd., the extra price being estimated at £584. 

Section H.—Poles (26 tenders, ranging from £7,944 to £3,931): 
Mesars. J. G. White & Co., Ltd., £4,381 (the lowest complying with 
with the specification). р 

Section I.—Overhead line materials and rail bonds (22 tenders, 
ranging from £3,075 to £1,875 13s. 9d.) Section J.— Erection of 
poles and overhead equipment (18 tenders, ranging from £8,345 17s. 
to £876 11s): the British Electric Equipment Co. for sections I 
and J, amounting together to £2,857 9s. 10d. (the lowest tender for 
the two sections). 

Se-tion K.—Car bodies and trucks (32 tenders, ranging from 
£7,680 to £5,112 18&): the Brush Electrical Engineering Co, Ltd. 
(the lowest complying with the specification), £5,417. 

Section L.—Electrical equipment of cars (24 tenders, ranging 
from £4,929 15s. 6d. to £3,689): Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Oo., Ltd. 
(the lowest), £3,689. 


Hanchester.—The Corporation has again accepted the 
tender of Messrs. Rowland Carr & Co. for the supply of box- 
compound for 12 months’ requirements of the electrical department. 


Leigh.—The Tramways and Electricity Committee has 
let the following contracts:—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., water-tube 
boiler; Isaac Storey & Sons, Ltd , condenser, oil separator and feed 
pump; Klein Engineering Co., Ltd., cooling tower; Chamberlain 
and Hookham, Ltd , electricity meters. 


Littleborough.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender 
of the Rochdale Electric Co., Ltd., for the complete electrical 
equipment of ite new supply station, together with the wiring of 
the Carnegie Library, municipal offices, new Board Schools, &., to 
the specification of Me. W. C. C. Hawtayne. 


Llandilo.—The U.D.C. has placed the order for engine, 
generator, boiler and switchboard with Messrs. Bertram Thomas, 
Manchester. The generator and switchboard are both to be of this 
firm'e own manufacture. This is the first extension to the station. 
The whole of the original plant and cables were also supplied and 
erected by the same firm. : 


London.— The L. C. C. has placed its contract for 
British-made high and low-voltsge lamps with Mackey's Electric 
Lamp Co., Ltd. 


Maidenhead. — The T.C. has accepted the following 
tenders:—Eixtension of steam, exhaust, feed and other pipes, feed 
pump, &c, Messrs. Aiton & Co., £490; extensions to switchboard 
connections of new dynamo, Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, £236 ; 
water tower, Klein Engineering Co., £240; circulation pump, 
Messrs. J. H. Carrutbersi&iCo., £140. 
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West Ham.—The Corporation has accepted the tender 
of the Harris Patent Feed Water Filter, Ltd., for a feed water 
purifying plant at £1,100. Messrs. Macartney, McElroy & Oo., 
Ltd., have been asked to proceed with the overhead equipment of 
the Barking Road tramways, as an extra order under their contract 
and at the schedule rates therein. 


ADDENDUM TO ELECTRICITY WORKS 
LISTS. | 


SHEFFIELD.—Add one generating set; total capacity of plant, 
5,125 xw. Max. load, 2,797 xw. Total capital exp., 
£619,855. Pr. Itg., 212,722 8-0.р.; lamps added, 46,965. 
Motors 209, of 1,104 нр. Ltg., 4d.; power, 2d. to 1d. 
Units sold, 2,919,722; price obtd., 3:56d.; works costs, 
'98d.: total costs, 1:28d. 


THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


THE eighth annual convention was opened on Wednesday at 
Sunderland. Notwithstanding very adverse weather, the 
assembly was a large one. The members were welcomed 
by the Mayor, who referred to the importance of municipal 
electrical undertakings, and to their dependence upon the 
members of the Association. He commented upon the rapid 
strides made in electrical work, and the great importance of 
choosing the latest type of machinery. Sunderland had 
invested half a million sterling in its.undertaking. The 
President, Mr. J. F. C. Snell, thanked the Mayor for his 
remarks, and then delivered his presidential address, a lengthy 
abstract of which appears on other pages of this issue. 
Alderman Norman, of Cheltenham, moved a vote of thanks 
te Mr. Snell, and in doing so, expressed his appreciation of 
the services rendered by municipal engineers as a whole, and 
hoped that the Association would give evidence before the 
Royal Commission on Municipal Trading in support of the 
President’s contention. Bailie Maclay, of Glasgow, seconded, 
and bore testimony to Mr. Snell’s abilities. He trusted that 
much valuable information would be disseminated, as it was a 
case in which it was equally blessed to give and to receive. 
The Mayor and the President briefly returned thanks. 

Subsequently Mr. Alderman Smith, of Barrow, read his 
paper on “ Statistics of Electrical Supply," and a lively dis- 
cussion ensued, the remarks being mainly devoted to the 
controversy of Company v. Corporation. On behalf of the 
companies, Messrs. Madgen and Vesey-Brown and Major-Gen. 
Webber took a leading part, somewhat upsetting the equani- 
mity of the meeting, so that it needed all the efforts of the 
civic representatives of Glasgow, Bolton, York and Doncaster 
to soothe ruffled feelings. 

Unfortunately, as a result of this debate, Mr. Chamen’s 
paper on The Possibilities of future Economies in Electrical 
Illumination " bad to be taken as read, through lack of time. 
A few brief remarks, however, were made in respect to it, 
Dr. J. W. Swan taking part. 

The company subsequently took luncheon at the Town 
Hall, at the invitation of the Corporation, municipalists and 
anti-municipalists sitting down together, lion and lamb-like. 

The usual loyal and local toasts were given with full 
musical honours. 

Before proceeding to visit the electrical works, as arranged 
in the programme, the party was victimised by the inevitable 
camera fiend. 


NOTES. 


A Trafford Park Fatality.—One day last weck a 
workman named Clague, at the Westinghouse Works in Trafford 
Park, received a fatal shock. A 50-ton crane in the steel foundry 
had not been working satisfactorily, and men employed upon it had 
complained of receiving slight shocks. Olague, along with another 
man, went upon the crane, which is 70 ft. from the ground, to do some 
work. He entered the switch cage to turn on the lights, and 
had no sooner done so than he received a shook, which proved 
instantly fatal. 


i 
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South African Notes, — Our Johannesburg corre- 
Bpondent writes:— 

Bulawayo.—Mr. Laughton, the town engineer, bas been appointed 
electrical inspector, in addition to his ordinary duties. 

Natal Parliament.—A Select Committee bas been appointed to 
inquire into the Sydenham Electric Tramways Bill. The Durban 
County Tramway Bill has passed the second reading. It has been 
suggested in Parliament that direct telephonic communication be 
establisLed between Durban and Johannesburg. 

Lourenço Murquces.—Mr. А. E. Saunders, the superintendent >f 
the South African Telegraph Co. at Lourer«» Marques, has just left 
for England on а 12 mopths' furlougb, his place being taken, pro 
tem., by Mr. J. R. Smith, late superintendent of the Mauritius 
station of the Eastern Telegraph Co. 

Port Elizabeth.—The Town Council is considering an offer from 
the South African Lighting Association to light the street lamps at 
& rate of 9s. 6d. per lamp per month. 

An electrical installation was recently completed by Messrs. 
Johnson & Fletcher, at the Globe and l'bvnix Mine at Bulawayo. 
A 175-н.р. Belliss engine, running at 400 r.p m., drives by belt a 
three-phase alternator for 550-volts pressure. A blue Vermont 
marble switchboard is provided, with four panels. Three three- 
phase motors have been put in, the largest for driving the work- 
shops being 40 B. H. p. A 20-H р. motor drives a triplex vertical 
pump. To reduce the working expenses of the cyanide plant, a 
15-н.Р. motor has been erected to work a haulage system which 
will carry the tailings from the leaching vats to the tailings dump. 


The John Fritz Medal.—Mr. С. W. Hunt, of New 
York, the secretary of the John Fritz Medal Fuud Corporation, 
has placed before us a pamphlet relating to the John Fritz medal, 
in which the rules of the award and the conditions under which it 
is made are fully set out. The medal is to be awarded by the Cor- 
poration "to that person who shall be selected as being entitled 
thereto for the most notable scientific or industrial achievement." 
The board consists of four members of each of the American Civil, 
Mining, Mechanical and Electrical Engineers’ Institutes. Mr. Hunt's 
address is 220, West Fifty-seventh Street, New York. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—At a recent meet- 
ing of this Institution a lecture on “High Frequency Electric 
Discharges" was given by Mr. R. P. Howgrave Grabam, A. I. E. E. 
The lecturer first explained the principles of "'eelf-induction" and 
" capacity," and the conditions necessary for their combination to 
produce oscillatory discharges of exceedingly high frequency. The 
range of frequency of electric oscillations up to 30,000 millions per 
-second was briefly sketched, and some attention was given to 
practical details. The enormous effects of self-induction were 
demonstrated by various striking experiments. An account, illus- 
trated by lantern slides, was then given of the work of Nikola 
Tesla and others, after which several beautiful experiments with a 
large Tesla coil were shown, including direct and brush discharges 
at very high voltages. Amongst other examples, the very high 
voltage current, after passing along a single transmission wire of 
No. 40 Eureka, flowed through the primary of a small coreless trans- 
former and into an insulated metal plate, there being no return 
wire. The secondary, with only five turns, lit a 25-volt lamp. 
Eventually the transmission wire was cut and the power for a 
smaller lamp was transmitted by electrostatic induction between 
two plates more than 1 ft. apart. A vote of thanks was accorded 
the lecturer, special reference being made to the highly success- 
ful series of brilliant experiments with which the lecture was 
illustrated, 


Electricity in Mines.—^t Cardiff, on Friday, the 10th 
inst., the South Wales and Monmouthshire Institute of Engineers 
discussed at great length a paper on electricity aa " The Motive 
Power of the Future," submitted by Mr. Horace D. B. How, 
A. M. I. E. E. Mr. How attributed the prejudice against the appli- 
cation of electricity in mines to ignorance, and its baseless fore- 
bodings and apprehensions. Let colliery managers вау what they 


wanted and then electrical engineers would do what was wanted. ' 


He had no hesitation in offering to put down armoured cable, poly- 
phase machinery, and switch gear, to do any duty that might be 
required in the most fiery mine in South Wales, and to work the 
plant and stay down for six months to look after it. He bad already 
pointed out, in some gatherings, that there was no desire on tbe 
part of electrical engineers (a8 some mining engineers seemed to 
think) to ram electricity down their throats; but let them look 
round and see where electricity could protitably be used, and having 
decided that, put it in regardless of cost. If, by spending £10,000, 
they could effect a saving lof £5,000 a year, the advantage of the 
first cost was obvious. Mr. How received hearty thanks for his 
paper. Principal Griffiths, D.Sc., also, during tbe initial discussion, 
impressed upon the Institute the fact that if the idea became 
fixed in their minds that electricity could not be safely used 
underground, they at once bandicapped investigation. Mr. W. 
Scott, A. M. I E E, also submitted a paper on “Electric Motive 
Power in Mines and Collier.es.” 


Obituary.—We learn with regret of the death of Mr. 
Kilingworth Richard Hedges, which occurred on July 1Oth, at 
Montagu Square, London. Mr. Hedges was perhaps better known 
among electrical engineers in the earlier years of the industry, 
when his attention was engaged with central electric station ques- 
tions. In more recent years he had devoted himself very zealously 
to the subject of lightning and the protection of buildings there- 
from. He had acted in an advisory capacity in connection with 
the protection of St. Paul's Cathedral and numerous important 
public buildings, both in this and foreign countries, and latterly. 
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rendered great service in connection with the Lightning Research 
Committee, whose work has frequently been referred to in our 


columns. The funeral took place at Sunbury-on-Thames on 
Tuesday. 


Appointments Vacant.—An improver (£52) is wanted 
for Tonbridge ; engineer-in-charge (#1С4) for Bermondsey ; assistant 
superintendent in the Indian Government Telegraph Department, 
at Rs. 4,200 per year; chief clerk for the Mansfield electricity 
department ; switchboard and sub-station attendante for the Manx 
Electric Railway  Co.; chief assistant electrical engineer at 
Hoylake (£125). See “Offcial Notices” to-day. 


Compounded Asynchronous Machinery.—With re- 
ference to Mr. G. Hooghwiukel's article, which commences on p. 122 
of tbis issue, we perhaps should mention that this contribution 
would have appeared much earlier but for the pressure upon our 
space. It has been in our hands for some weeks. 


Personal.—Mr. Llewelyn B. Atkinson, A. M. I. C. E., has 
recently joined the board of Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. His 
lengthy experience with all classes of mining work will be especially 
valuable, row that this branch of engineering is coming under the 
intluence of electricity. 

Mr. Frank Broadbent, M. I. E. E., consulting engineer, has changed 
his offices from 5, Bond Court, Walbrook, E.C., to 4, Queen Street 
Place, E. O. 


Electrical Engineers Libel Action. — Mr. Justice 
].awrance, sitting with a special jury in the King’s Bench Division on 
Wednesday, heard an action by Mr. S. P. W. Bellon, civil engineer, 
36, Victoria Street, against the Daily News for damages for 
alleged libel contained in an article published in November last. 
The defendants denied the libel, and pleaded justification. Mr. 
C. F. Gill, K C.,and Mr. C. W. Mathews appeared for the plaiatiff, 
and Mr. Rufus Isaacs, K.C, and Mr. Hugh Fraser for the 
defendants 

Mr. Gill said the plaintiff had attained considerable eminence in 
his profession, and had been appointed by Mr. Bryce, when 
President of the Board of Trade, to the Commission which inquired 
into tbe question of light railways, the outcome of which was the 
Light Railways Act. He was also consulted by a large number of 
Cornorations and private clients, and was retained by the British 
Electric Traction Co. at a salary of £1,500 a year. The Daily News 
last autumn had published a series of articles on “ Municipal 
Socialism," and the one of which the plaintiff complained was a 
strong attack on the British Electric Traction Co. It mentioned 
plaintiff by name, connecting him with Jabez Spencer Balfour and 
Henry Granville Wright, and the tone of the article reflected dis- 
crcditably on him, and imputed professional misconduct. Plaintiff 
complained to the editor of the Dai/y Ners, who said he would 
correct any inaccuracy that could be pointed out, but apart from 
that there was nothing which he could apologise for or withdraw. 

The plaintiff gave evidence, and said the Electric Traction Cor- 
poration, which was the predecessor of the British Electric Traction 
Co., was quite a different undertaking from that with which Jabez 
Palfour and Henry G. Wright bad been associated. He complained 
that the article did not make this clear, and that it suggested that 
after assisting in getting the Light Railways Act passed, be pro- 
ceeded to reap the benetit of it. 

Cross-examined, Witness said he did not complain of the facts 
set forth in the article, but only of the comment. The British 
11есёгіс Traction Co. sometimes came into conflict with local 
authorities in connection with tramway undertakings, but he had 
never acted as consulting engineer to both. It was contrary to his 
agreement. | | | 

The jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff with one farthing 
damages. 


The Atkinson-Schattner M.D. Indicator. — This 
indicator has been approved by the Board of Trade. 


The Hotwell as Oil Extractor.— Water carries oil 
into the boilers simply because sufficient time has not been allowed 
for the oil molecules to separate out of the water by gravity. "This 
is due to the small ditference of gravity between oil and water, 
and to the viscosity of the water which will not give way to the 
push of the oil particles caused by the difference. A paper re- 
cently presented to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
by A. H. Eldridge, describes a hotwell in which, by means of 
vertical battle walls of simple form, all oil is claimed to be kept out 
of the boilers. It is an easy matter to build tanks with vertical 
batile plates to compel underflow of the water from condensers. 
These will effect good separation; but a separator of water placed 
in the course of the exhaust pipe seems to remove most of the oil 
with the water and should prove beneficial in keeping tbe con- 
denser tubes free from oil likewise. бо, aleo, centrifugal effecta 
may be brought to bear on emulsified oil, and the gravitation effect 
increased in the ratio w—w: w*—w? where w and w are the res- 
pective specific gravities of the water and of the oil to be separated. 


The Navy Boilers.— It appears as though an attempt 
were on foot to revive the Belleville boiler, the Europa, having 
been retubed, and the Spartiate have come home from the East, and 
much fuss is being made of tbeir performance. One of them, the 
Europa, has averaged 10°75 knots, the other 13 knots. Now these 
ships are supposed to run at 20 knots, or even more. The resistance 
of а ship and the power required vary as the cabe of the speed. 
Thus 20° = 8,000 and 13: = 2,197, во that the faster ship only came 
home at about one-fourth its power. It has all along been recognised 
that the Belleville or any other boiler would be right for easy 
steaming, There is an enormous latitude for easy work when a ship 
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runs at quarter power. She can work half her boilers at balf power, 
and go on to the other half when the slightest trouble occurs, but it 
is a poor ground on which to base a panegyric upon the Belleville 
boiler. 


Liquid Fuel for Power Purposes.—Continuing his 
articles in tbe Engineering Magazine, Mr. A. L. Nelliston points out 
the importance of considering the liquid fuel problem from a con- 
servative standpoint owing to the limited amount so far available, 
thetotal output of the United States in one year (1901) being under 
70 million barrels, or sufficient only to develop 3 million H.P.-days 
of 10 hours, a mere fraction of the world's total power, quite apart 
from the use of the greater part of American oils for lighting and 
lubricating purposes. In certain areas the use of oil fuel does pay, 
and the radius of its commercial use extends obviously to such a 
point that the advantage is swamped by the less price of coal. Oil 
is an economy in various directions. It diminishes labour in 
stoking, ash removal, cleaning, stand-by losses and interest on 
surplus plant owing to the greater facility it affords for sudden 
spurts of energy. Clearly, then, every case must be considered by 
itself before accurate conclusions can be drawn. There is in 
addition the :esthetic advantage of cleanliness. As regards smoke, 
however, oil has the advantage only because it is really worse than 
coal; so much worse as to have compelled the use of appliances and 
methods and principles which would make coal fires also smokeless. 
Coal is so much less smoky than oil that it is allowed to be burned 
on incorrect principles; oil compels attention and gets it. The 
author shows by simple calculations -the maximum efficiency to be 
hoped for from oil fuel. The efüiciency of oil can be greater 
than coal, probably because it is cleaner and free from dust and 
combustion temperatures are higher, being less diluted with cold air 
in excess, so that the maximum efficiency of oil may be secured at a 
bigher rate of steam production than the point of maximum effi- 
ciency of coal, in опе case reaching as high as 78˙5 per cent. 
when the evaporation rate was 3°74 lbs. per eq. ft. of heating surface, 
as compared with a maximum for coal of 71 4 per cent., and 2:22 lbs. 
evaporation, a gain of 7 1 per cent. in efficiency, and 68 percent. in 
capacity. Additional savings due to oil arise from the constantly 
closed furnaces, but this advantsge appertains also to the mechanical 
stoking of coal. About 24d. per ton in favour of coal is, however, 
allowed to provide for repairs to brickwork, owing to the expansion 
stresses due to higher temperatures. It appears to be in the brick- 
work, and not in the boilers, that oil becomes more costly in repairs. 
It appears likely that if oil becomes more plentiful and in greater 
demand, it will urge forward the production of such new refractory 
materials as siloxicon, which are the product of the electric furnace 
at high temperatures, and therefore suitable materials for high tem- 
perature furnace work. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Мв. R. A. CBarTOCE, electrical engineer to the Corporation of 
Bradford, has been recommended by the Electricity Committee 
for appointment as chief electrical engineer to the Corporation of 
Birmingham at £1,000 per annum, in place of Mr. J. C. Vaudrey, 
who is retiring. There were 79 appli-ants, and the short leet con- 
sisted of Mr. McCowen, Belfast; Mr. Thursfield, Chester; Mr. 
Chattock, Bradford; Mr. Giles, Blackburn. Mr. Chattock is 38 
years of age, and a native of Solihull, Birmingham. He was edu- 
cated at University College, London, served his apprenticeship at 
Blackwall Ironworks, and has had experience with the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., also as Chief to the St. John’s Vestry, Hamp- 
stead, and at Bankside before going to Bradford, where he has 
been three years. 

Mr. W. T. WaARDALE, assistant engineer at Peterborough, has been 
appointed shift engineer at the Sheffield Corporation Tramway 
Power Btation. 

Mr. J. E. Doidge, late chief assistant at Malta Electricity Works, 
has been appointed assistant to the Municipal Council at Shanghai, 
at a salary of 175 taels per month. 

Mr. Yarr, assistant engineer at the Sutton Electric Lighting 
Works, has left Sutton to take up the post of chief engineer at the 
Sheerness Electricity Works. 

Mr. H. L. Percy, of the Wimbledon Council's Electricity De- 
partment has been appointed assistant engineer at Chesterfield. 

On Saturday, 11th inst., the employés of the Wimbledon Urban 
Distriet Council, Electricity Department, held their annual outing, 
a most enjoyable day being spent at Portsmouth. Various objects 
of interest, both in and out of the town were visited in turn, chief 
among which were the dockyard, and the home fleet lying off the 
town. Dinner was served at the Esplanade Hotel, Southsea, when 
the usual complimentary toasts were exchanged. Owing to the 
unavoidable absence of the chief engineer, Mr. TREACHER presided, 
and was ably supported by the mains engineer, Mr. Nott, and Mr. 
Percy, senior engineer, who, as mentioned above, is leaving to take 
up the post of chief assistant engineer at Chesterfield. The weather 
was perfect and the day was a great success. 

The West Ham Lighting Committee has decided in favour of 
the electrical engineer being authorised to purchase a motor-car 
for £300 for the use of himself and his staff. 

The first annual outing of the employés of the Stamford and 
Grantham Electric Lighting Co. took place to Yarmouth on 9th 
inst. The party numbered 42. Dinner was served at the Savoy 
Restaurant. | 
8 Mr. C. F. W. DuppiNG, who is leaving the Hastings Electricity 
Works to take up a position as chief electrical ehgineer in South 


Africa, was on 4th inst. presented with a centre-second chronograph 
stop watch, by the staff and workmen. Councillor Bones, chairman 
of the Electric Light Committee, made the presentation. One ia- 
teresting remark was made by Mr. Dunning in acknowledging the 
presentation. We quote it as affording an instance of the peripa- 
tetic way of the central station man. He said he was the oldest 
servant in the offices, having seen all of the others leave. Although 
he had only been at Hastings for three years many changes had 
taken place. 

The staff and employés of the Paisley Electricity Department 
recently went for their annual outing to Millport. After boating, 
obstacle and wheelbarrow races, dinner was served at the Cumbrae 
Hotel. Bailie ЕІзнев presided, with Mr. Pankixsox, the electrical 
engineer, as croupier. A drive round the big Cumbrae was fol- 
lowed by further sports and tea. A tea service was presented to 
Mr. BARBOUR for the work done by him in connection with the 
trip. The presentation was made by Мг. R. WirsoN on behalf of 
the wiring contractors. We understand that Bailie Fisher and Mr. 
Parkinson bore part of the expenses of the outing. 


ога: j UL n 
pany was registered in Edinburgh on June 25th, with a capital of £2, 

shares, to carry on the business of suppliers of electricity in all its branches. 
The first subscribers (each with one share, except Lieut. Boyle, whose holding 
is not stated) are: C. L. Orr Ewing, Dunskey, Portpatrick, Wigtown, M. P.; 
Mrs. Orr Ewing, Dunskey, Portpatrick, Wigtown; James Boyle, 2nd. Lieut. 
Royal Scots Fusiliers; J. Kennedy Hunter, 51, Sandgate, Ayr, architect; G. 
Smith, Dunskey, Port atrick, Wigtownshire, factor; J. P. Harris, Dunskey, 
Portpatrick, Wigtownshire, clerk of works; J. Gordon, 12, Cathedral Street, 
Glasgow, electrical engineer; and J. J. Coats, 198, W. George Street, Glasgow, 
writer. C. L. Orr is the first director. Registered office, Dunskey Estates office, 
Portpatrick. 


Hyde Electrical Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (77,929).— This 
company was registered on July 4th. with a capital of £5,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire the business of electrical and mechanical engineers carried on at Hyde, 
Ches., as the “ Pollard Electrical Engineering Co., 14., and to carry on the 
business of electrical engineers, electricians, suppliers of electric light, heat, 
and power, owners of telephone and telegraph systems, manufacturers о! 
cables, wires, lamps, accumulators, and electrical accessories, &c. The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are: E. Bunting, Werneth View, Gee Cross, 
Hyde, cycle maker; J. H. Hinder, Glebe House, Moorside, Denton, electrical 
engineer; J. Oldham. Ash Mount, Gee Cross, Hyde, cork manufacturer; C. H. 
Broyden, The Firs, Chapel Street, Hyde, auctioneer and valuer; J. Hindle, 
Irwell Vale House, Edentield, near Manchester, cashier; Mrs. A. Chadwick, 
Birchfield, Gee Cross, Hyde; and Mrs. M. Bunting, Werneth View, Gee Cross, 
Hyde. No initial public issue. Registered without articles of association. 
Registered office, Mary Street, Hyde. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Ackroyd & Best, Ltd., Lamp Manufacturers, Morley (54,600).— 
Issue on June 11th of £2,750 debentures, part of a series created December 8th, 
1902, to secure £10,000, charged on the company’s undertaking and property, 
present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees under deed of May 
l4th, 1903: C. T. Naylor, Hazeldene, Hayward's Heath, and J. P. Humble, 
Threelands, Birkenshaw. Previously issued of same series: £5,250. 


Buenos Ayres Electric Tramways (1901), Ltd. (71,206).— 
A trust deed dated June 8th, 1903, to secure £185,000 debenture stock (the com- 
pany having power to issue not more than £15,000 further stock ranking pari 
passu with this issue) has been registered. Property charged: Concessions or 
rights for construction of electric tramways in Buenos Ayres, about 64,000 sq. ft. 
freehold land, the benefit of clause 10 of an agreement with the South American 
Syn»icate, Ltd., as to guaranteeing interest on stock, and the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
Trustees: W. Greenwell, 2, Finch Lane, E.C., F. €. Traiks, 145, Leadenhall 
Street, E.C., and T. T. White, Bank Chambers, 2, Cockspur Street, W. 


W. H. Allen, Son & Co., Ltd., Mechanical and Electrical 
Engineers, Bedford (66,440).—-Issue on June 19th of £24,100 second debentures, 
part of a series created June 15th, 1903, to secure £40,000. Property charged 
(subject to £40,000 first mortgage debentures), the company's undertakiag and 
all present property (except uncalled capital), including freehold hereditaments 
at Bedford; leasehold premises, part of 66, South John Street, Liverpool; and 
two rooms at 27, Old @ueen Street, Westminster. Trustees: Law Guarantee 
and Trust Society, Ltd., 49, Chancery Lane, W.C, No previous issue of same 
series, 


Guildford Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. (36,725).—Issue on 
June 28rd of £300 debentures, part of series created November 19th, 1900, to 
secure £15,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital, No trustees. Previously issued of 
game series, £15,800, _ . 
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Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd. (6,338).—Issue on June 17th of 
£10,000 debenture stock, ranking pari passu with previous issue, amounting in 
the sggregate to £1, #29, 120. Property charged: е compan la undertaking 


Worxmnc EXPENSES. 


1903. 1908. 
Gross. Perunit Gross. Per unit. 


snd оше Но!дет: F. R. de Levanté, 141, Hill Street, Peckham, В.Е. No Co J г z к = £001 52d. £1,994 50d, Ee 
ater, o "waste and engine room 
Frinton-on-Sea and District Eleetric Light and Power Co. Stores .. 104. 931 ‘00d. — 01d 
Ltd. (70, 689).— Issue on May 29th of £500 debentures, part of a series ore Wages on generation .. 481 88d. 865 85d. — Old. 
May 9 1908, to secure £3,000, charged on tbe company’s undertaking and Wages on materials on repairs and 
propert sent and future, including uncalled oapital. Holders: W. Web- maintenance of buildings, plant, 
ster an isa A. A. Mackay, 50, Lee Park, Blackheath, В.Е. No trustees. No instruments, tools, acoumulators, 
ster and. issue of same series. 5 meters; verias à s publio 18 01а. 196 «а. оа. 
te 
Central Electric Supply Со., Ltd. (53,080).—An acknowledg- атра. санар ш it "i 4 08d. 225 oO. 06d. 
ment of indebtedness under seal, dated June 10th, 1903, creating £50,000 further M A 5 
debenture stock (making with debenture stock already created £300,000, and Works and distribution costs £1,378 10d. £2,672 1°08d. 
being supplemental! to a trust deed dated July 2nd, 1901, securing £250,000) and Rent, rates and taxes ee Bd. 828 13d. 10d. 
an instrument of charge of even date under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 to Management expenses, salaries 
1897, secu £55,000 with respect to the issue of the said stock, have been engíneer's department, clerical 
registered. perty charged : d comprised in charge dated March 4tb, 1902; staff, stationery, printiog, law 
trusteer, the Hon. A. Lyttleton, K.C., 8, Paper Buildings, Temple, and W. H. charges, insurance and general 
Fisher, M.P., 18, Buckingham Palace Gardens, S. W. establishment charges  .. Р 628 474. 655 Nd. — 20d. 
Royce, Ltd., Electrical Engineers, Hulme (63,871).— Issue on Total works costs.. £2,208 1°72d. £8,650 1484. — . 24d 
June 9th of £700 debentures, part of series created March 27th, 1903, to secure SS SS ee — 
£25,000, pad on the o ne undertaking and propert uh pres present and 
future, excluding uncalled ca Trustees: Law Guarantee Prosi? BrATRMENT. 
1902. 
Interest on loans .. £2612 2,768 
Sinkiug fund == zs 
Balance carried forward — 349 1.810 


Gross profit 


| 
| 


* Iacludes deficiency, 1902. 


Financially the department ends the year with a balapoe o 
£1,810 to the good, after paying interest on loans and deficiency o 
1902. It has, however, provided nothing in the way of sinking 
fund or depreciation. 


— — —— 


Ws give, herewith, the returns of the Col- 


Colchester chester Electrical Department for the year 
Municipal ended March 31st, 1903. 
Electric Daring the year a considerable increase in 
Supply. business has occurred, and the class of business, 


a — ——ͤ—-̃— — — 6 


as ind icated by the increased load factor, is on the 
upward grade. The revenue shows a decreased average price per unit 
of ‘5d., but this is, in a great measure, neutralised by decreased works 
costs, averaging ‘38d. per unit, and Mr. Sellar is to be congratulated 
on having succeeded in bringing the latter to such a reasonable 
figure as 2:80d. per unit, in the face of the necessarily heavy fuel 
charges, and the comparatively small possibilities of his area in the 
way of a day load. 
The prices charged are, for private lighting, 7d. and 4d. per unit 
on the maximum demand system, and for power, 4d. to 22d., with 
discounts in both cases. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Tum second year's figures of the Swansea 


š P For year ending March 31st— 1902, 1908. Ino. 
Swansea 5 а Р стро ее Total capital expended .. £34,180 £41,649 27,419 
Corporation progressive and prosperous fu Number of units ode. 180166 965310 65144 
Electrical ^ undertaking. With an increased output of Equivalent number of 8-О.Р. . lampe 15,704 21,965 6,261 
Department. 80 per cent. and an improved load factor, the Load factor Р sá; 8:56 10 69 213 
working expenses bave dropped by practically Maximum load in W see 239 283 44 
d. per urit, and the gross profit amounts to more than double that Revenue d d E 8 reper С 
: i expe { ‚ 
of the previous year. In the working expenses, the most appre- Account. Gross profit w £1,930 £2,506 £576 
ciable reductions are found in rent, rates and taxes, and manage- = Average price per unit ole 5:904, 502d. — 18d. 
ment and general expenses, the total costs being now 1°48d. per Rinne S nn 
unit. | 1903. 1903. 

During the year the capacity of the generating plant has been „ xls Penn Ino. 
increased from 525 kw. to 1,725 Kw., and judging from the present By sale of energy £3,904 520d. £5,565 502d. — 18d. 
maximum load, this should meet the demands of the next year or Meter rents, &c. ... 412 55d. 255 23d. — 32d. 
two. Of the total of 578,182 units sold, 424,752 were for private те ге шас дасы 
lighting, 90,240 for public lighting, and 63,190 for power purposes. Gross revenue £4,316 ies enue 525d. — e 
The prices charged are :—Lighting, 6d. and 2d. per unit (maximum — S "S 
demand); power, 2d. and 144. рег unit (maximum demand); and CosT oF pen m 
public arc lamps, £25 per annum each. Mr. C. A. L. Prusmann is FÜÄ os Беда doa: 
the borough electrical engineer. Coal, ae, rator ani engt soo £972 1094. 21,280 1118. —184. 

waste, water and en e-room 
GENERAL STATEMENT. stores 206 24. 190 17а. — 104. 

For year ending March 81st— 1902, m 1908. Р 1 o a, 5 817 *13d. 501 45d. 024. 

Total capital expended T .. £60,231 9,596 865 Repairs and maintenanoe o - 
Necker of units sold — 319,215 578182 258,967 VVV TL . и миз чш 
Equivalent number of 8-О.Р. NIE 23,166 lb ES 946 УЙ | T e = „n 
Load factor 8'61 12 4 orks an ай ution ' ; 06d. —1в4. 
Maximum load in kilowatts 423 547 124 к: осе ЕТ 78 14. 88 094. — 02d. 
Revenue Gross revenue san отав 1 черт, согов staff, кепеге! 
E 8 ment o es, printing, 
Account. Tt S no 227263 £4, 578 22.815 e law and ое * . 622 вза 726 654. = 18а, 
Average price obtained per unit eee 9 44d. 3:424. — 02d. Total works совы £2,986 8:184. 28,094 290d. —'88d. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. PROFIT STATEMENT. 
1902, 1903. 1902, 1908. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. Interest on loans is és — £749 £1,133 
By sale of energy ... £4 671 3:444. £8,249 3°42d.  —'02d. Sinking fund sss sue з - 707 1,016 
Meter rentals, &c. wis — 51 02d. 7 03d. Surplus for the year ase 2d Я 474 357 
Gross revenue. £4,571 3444. £8,300 344d. 004. Grogs profit -— iss *.  £1,930 £92,506 
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CITY NOTES. 


Electrical Power Storage Co. 


THE fourteenth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of 
this company was held on Thursday last week at Winchester 
House, Old Broad Street, Mr. J. Irving Courtenay presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of tbe report, said he 
thought the shareholders might be congratulated upon the position 
of the company, and it afforded the directors the utmost satis- 
faction to feel that they were justifled by the steady improvement 
in the company's business in recommending an increase of 1 per 
cent. in the dividend, which would make it 6 per cent , while con- 
tinuing the cautious policy of again transferring £5,000 to the 
reserve and £1,000 to the contingent fund. The trading for the 
year ended May 31st, had resulted in a profit of £11,129 3з. 1d., or 
with £854 14s. 9d. brought forward £11,983 17s. 10d. After dealing 
with the sum as proposed in the report they would carry forward 
£594 4s. 3d. The reserve would then stand at £20,000, and the 
contingent fund at £6,000, thus materially strengthening the com- 
pany’s financial position. Besides increasing the reserves they had 
thoroughly maintained buildings, plant, tools, &c., at a cost of 
£2,256 11s. 6d., and had written off £1,245 188. 2d. for deprecia- 
tion, both out of revenue. The depreciation account was some- 
what heavier than last year, due to the additions they had made at 
their Millwall works, which were leasehold property. Their out- 
put for last year had exceeded that of any previous year, and in 
addition to their usual business in smaller batteries for lighting and 
traction purposes, they had completed, during the past year, more 
than 20 large installations in connection with lighting and power 
stations in various parts of the kingdom. Thoseincluded Barneley, 
Bury, Birkenhead (two batteries) Brighton, Broughton Ferry, 
Cleckheaton, Dublin, Falkirk, Garston, Gateacre, Hornsey, Jarrow, 
Midland Railway, Nottingham, Newcastle, Newport, Norwich, 
Underground Electric Railways of London, Walsall, Aldershot 
Camp, Whitehaven and Yarmouth, and they had in course of erection 
or on their books at the beginning of the year orders for 13 similar 
installations. He was glad to say that in every department the 
works were fully employed. It spoke strongly for the excellence 
of the company’s manufactures to be able to say, as they could say, 
that when once they had secured a customer, in the large majority 
of cases he came back again and again, and that was especially a 
striking feature in their central station w: rk. The new Carzonode 
plate had created considerable interest and bad achieved most 
satisfactory results wherever it had been used. They had had a 
very large sale for batteries for propelling electric carriages, and in 
that connection they had been steadily continuing experiments 
with the company’s own vehicles, and collecting a mass of valuable 
statistics. He thought they could safely say that the Electric 
Power Storage experience in that direction was second to that of 
no other company in this country or elsewhere. Competition had 
been quite as severe as in previous years, and they had also had an 
American invasion, as the latest storage battery company on the 
other side of the water had acquired the control of one of the com- 
peting company's in this country. They were quite alive to the 
possibilities of further competition that might ensue, but he could 
assure them that Mr. Butler and their staff were well prepared to 
meet it should it become necessary. He took that opportunity of 
saying in regard to the sensational statements that appeared from 
time to time in some of the newspapers with regard to Mr. Edison’s 
battery, that there was no fresh fact connected with it which 
would tend to modify the opinion they formed when the battery 
was first brougbt out, and that the opinion in America was similar 
to that held by them—that the battery was no nearer to being a 
commercial bat than it was three years ago. The shareholders 
would gather from what he had said that they had full confidence 
in the stability and prospects of the company. 

Mr. F. GREEN seconded the motion, and the report was adopted. 


United River Plate Telephone Co. 


Тнк seventeenth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of 
this company was held on 2nd inst. at Winchester House, Old Broad 
Street, Mr. J. Irving Courtenay, the chairman, presiding. 

In proposing the adoption of the report, the CHainman called 
attention to the fact that it dealt with a period for the most part 
anterior to the great improvement resulting from the bountiful 
harvest with which the River Plate had been favoured, the full 
benefit of which had not yet been felt. Nevertheless, the company 
had progressed throughout, and the increased prosperity of Argen- 
tina must undoubtedly still further improve the prospects of the 
company. Unusual expenditure for maintenance and renewals was 
occasioned in the early part of the year by the removal of the chief 
central exchange from the location it had occupied for more than 
20 years in Calle San Martin to their building in the Avenida de 
Mayo, and, during the latter montbs, by storms of extraordinary 
severity in the province of Buenos Aires, which seriously damaged 
some of their most 1 lines in many directions. Their 
underground plant, established and being extended in Buenos Aires 
and commenced elsewhere, would remedy to a considerable extent 
the risks from these severe storms, but their pole lines must always 
be subject to possible injury from that source. Before passing to 
the accounts, he might say that, although the reporte for a number 
of years past had been of a satisfactory nature, the position of the 


company to-day was better and stronger than ever. They covered 
now, to a great extent, the city and province of Buenos Aires, the 
richest and most populous district in South America, and they also 
occupied the two most populous cities in Argentina outside that 
district— Rosario and Cordoba. They had extensive underground 
plants in operation and in progress in Buenos Aires and in Cordoba, 
and they intended to put down similar plants in other important 
localities. They were thus strongly located in the leading centres 
of the Republic, and they might with confidence look forward toa 
reliable future for the business and to its increasing importance. 
In preparation for that, they were acquiring new central office pro- 
perties, increasing their underground plant, placing metallic circuits, 
strengthening and improving their pole lines, and making better- 
ments generally in the many directions demanded by future as well 
as by present requirements. In reviewing the balance-sheet, taking 
the credit side first, they would note the increase of capital outlay, 
£80,219, which included the considerable extensions from Buenos 
Aires and elsewhere, and those of the underground plant, the work 
in Cordoba and the acquisition of the Provincial Telepbone Cc. 
That expenditure brought in during the year over 1,000 new sub- 
scribers, and its chief value was yet to appear. Real estate, which 
consisted of their central office properties, had increased £3,400, 
and stock of materials £3,800. Securities, £104,189, had decreased 
by £16,300. He might mention that those, excepting an amount 
in Argentine local investments, which cost something less than 
£600, were quoted on the Stock Exchange, and represented a 
market value of, say, £2,000 above their cost price. Bills receivable 
stood at £9,500 less than last year, and cash at bank, &c., £25,500 
less. All of those differences were covered by the capital expendi- 
ture and outlays. Turning to the debtor side of the balance-sheet, 
they would note that neither the share issues nor the debenture 
stock had been increased, the large capital outlay for the year 
having been made out of cash reserves. The item of sundry 
creditors was increased by £10,400, through a larger amount of 
stores, mainly for their underground work, for which the accounts 
were not payable until after March 31st. The reserve fund, which 
stood at £75,000, was being increased this year to £95,000. Taking 
the profit and loss account, it would be seen that their receipte in 
the River Plate, £124,400, were £9,600, and that the charges to 
maintenance, &c., were £8,000, more than last year. In the appro- 
priation of profit, the figures naturally differed from those of a year 
ngo, the writing off and the extra amount paid as interim dividend 
alone accounting for more than the difference in the balance 
brought down. They again, for the fourth year, paid a 7 per cent. 
dividend, placed £20,000 to reserve, and carried forward £3,713. 

Mr. FRARK W. Jones seconded the motion, and the report was 
adopted. 


Electric and General Investment Co., Ltd. 


Мв. Gro. Harrixa presided at the meeting held at Winchester 
House on July 8th. In proposing the adoption of the report, he 
said that the gross profit for the year had amounted to £19,424. 
That was а falling-off from last year, but he had always told them 
that they must not expect each year to produce the same results; 
the profits must vary more or less with the public condition of the 
business, by which he meant that if it was a good year to promote 
companies and to float them, then it was a good year for them. Last 
year, as they would all know, had not been a good one in that 
respect, and, therefore, the gross profits were so much less. The 
report stated that after meeting ail charges and interim dividends 
there remained a balance of £8,996, and the directors proposed to 
take £1,003 from the contingency fund to make that amount up to 
£10,000. Last year they put £10,470 to the contingency fand, and 
he told them at the time that there was nothing behind the accounts, 
and that they were not keeping back anything. He now told them 
that, in the opinion of the directors, it was only a fair and proper 
thing to take that £1,000 from the contingency fund in order to 
make the dividend 35 per cent. In addition to that dividend on 
the ordinary shares, the trustees for the reserve fund proposed to 
distribute the sum of 6d. per share. Within a small fraction that 
6d. a share represented all the profits that had been derived from 
the securities invested; and the same remark applied to the 
founders’ share reserve fund. They had not sold any of the secu- 
rities from either of those funds during the year. Turning to the 
balance-sbeet, the capital was unaltered. The amount standing as 
provision for contingencies, £36,764, would be lessened by £1,003 if 
the report was adopted. The loan account stood at 4309, 211, which 
might appear somewhat heavy, but they had more than sufficient 
securities to cover that amount without reckoning their investments. 
Bundry creditors figured in the balance-sheet for £49,000, but that 
was a mere question of how they stood in the books on May 31st. 
He looked over the books the previous day and found, roughly 
speaking, that about four-fifths of that sum had since been paid. 
On the other side there was the item of investments at cost— 
£299,758. They were not quite so good as they were a year ago, 
but because he told them last year that they were not quite up to 
the price put upon them, he did not wish the shareholders to run 
away with the idea that there had been any serious loss on them. 
As a matter of fact, there had only been a very slight loss indeed. 
Shareholders must not forget that & company like tbat must be 
speculative as far as the dividends were concerned. When they got 
dividends of 35 per cent., 45 per cent., and on one occasion 55 per 
cent., they must naturally understand thst they might vary, and 
because the directors had had to take this £1,000 from the con- 
tingency fund this year, he did not wish shareholders to think 
there was anything wrong with the company. 

Mr. J. B. BBAITHWAITE, jun, in seconding the motion, said he 
thought the best evidence of the stability and soundness of the 
company was the fact that, even after taking away that £1,000, the 
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contingency fand still stood at about one and a third times the 
amount of the paid-up ordinary share capital. 
The report was adopted. 


British Electric Traction Co., Ltd. , 


TuE seventh ordinary general meeting of this company was held on 
Wednesday of last week at Hamilton House, Victoria Embank- 
ment, E.C., Sir Charles Rivers Wilson in the chair. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said he was 
glad to be able again to congratulate the shareholders on tbe con- 
tinued progress of the company’s business. Dealing with its 
financial side, he said that the gross profits had increascd 
from £203,269 to £238,961. They had, however, to pay 
interest on a much larger capital than last year, so that although 
the profits were somewhere about £35,000 larger, they were not 
able to recommend the payment of the same rate of dividend on 
the ordinary shares as last year without reducing the amount to be 
carried forward. It was proposed that the dividend for the half- 
year should be atthe rate of 10 per cent., which would make the 
dividend for the whole year 8 percent. That would enable them 
to carry forward £24,912 as against £27,438, the amount carried 
forward during the preceding year. They had had to pay £119,925 
for debenture interest and preference dividends, as against £88,854 
during the year ended March, 1902. The prior charzes, therefore, 
absorbed all but £4,000 of the increased profits. The reduction of 
the dividend by 1 per cent. was due mainly to a larger amount of 
new capital having been expended during the year, which, during 
the period covered by the account», had not become productive of 
profit, but which, ne erthelesa, had to rank for interest or dividend. 
There was another, bat & minor reason. They had experienced 
very unfavourable weather for tramway traffic. Tbe reduced divi- 
dend did not imply that the business was becoming less profitable. 
Ae a matter of fact, in all essential matters, the business showed a 
decided improvement. They had carried 170,000,000 passengers 
during the year as against 97,000,000 in the previous year. The 
receipts from the traffic amounted to £922,000 as compared with 
£583,000. The company had also 288 miles of line in use as com- 
pared with 228. Dealing with the profits which came from the 
various associated companies, the chairman said that those profits 
showed a steady increase. The proportion of profits received in 
the form of “dividends, interest, fees and commission,” had in- 
creased, as follows :—For the 14 months ended December, 1897, it 
amounted to £3,000, for 1898 it was £18,000, for the 15 months 
ended March, 1900, £62,000 ; for 1901, £72,000 ; for 1902, £146,000; 
and for the past year, £264,000. This sum of £264,000 was received 
partly in the form of dividends on shares, interest on debentures 
and interest of loans, partly from engineering experta and Parlia- 
mentary fees, and partly from directors’ fees paid by the associated 
companies. Other fees and commission amounted to E79, COO. With 
regard to the experts, the British Electric Traction Co. retained the 
services of a number of engineering and electrical experts, and it 
was а saving to the associated companies to be able to have their 
advice when needed. The gross profit was made up as follows :— 
Dividends and interest, £138,000; engineering and Parliamentary 
fees, £30,000; directors’ and managers’ feee, 416, 200; pupils, 
transfer and guarantee fees, £1,300; other fees, £79,000; profit on 
the working of lines, sales of investments, &c., £29,000; and profits 
on sale of undertakings, of Parliamentary powers, underwriting 
profits, £11,600; or a total of £305,100. From that sum they had 
to deduct £66,170, the expenses and losses directly chargeable, so 
that the figures remained £238,961. They had also to charge 
against the year's profits the expenditure on contracts and under- 
takings they had not proceeded with. 'The amount was £12,490. 
Returning to the effect of the weather on the traffic receipts, the 
chairman said he would take the figures during the Whitsun week in 
each year. lf Whitsun week, 1901, were represented by 100, then 
the traffic receipts for the same week in 1902 would be represented 
by 775, and the receipts during the same week of this year by 105. 
Taking the whole matter into consideration, there was no cause for 
surprise or disappointment at the slight reduction of dividends ; on 
the contrary, it was a matter for congratulation that they could pay 
&o high a dividend as 8 per cent. With regard to the expenditure 
of new capital, that money was not received until July, and yet it 
had been made to rauk for full dividend from the day it was received. 
The shareholders were, therefore, receiving out of the year's profits 
interest at 8 per cent. on £200,000, which st present did not con- 
tribute anything like that amount. The company had issued over 
23.000 ordinary shares to the sharebolders of the Brush Electric 
Co., and 8,853 ordinary shares bad also been issued to the share- 
holders of the Electrica] Power Distribution Co. All of those 
shares ranked for a full year's dividend. During the year they had 
issued £212,912 of the debenture stock, and the whole amount had 
been placed on advantageous terms without baving recourse to a 
public issue. The total received on ell issues amounted to 
£1,007,283. Dealing with the proposal to issue second debenture 
stock, he said that it was necessary that they should raise a larger 
proportion of their capital at a lower rate of interest than was 
payable on the share capital. It had been suggested, therefore, 
that the directors should be empowered to borrow up to an amount 
equal to the share capital; that would enable them to issue second 
mortgage debenture stock. The issue of second debenture stock 
would not in any way affect the rights of the first debenture stock- 
holders. It would, on the contrary, materially improve their 
security, by reason of the additional capital which would rank after 
them, and the ordinary shareholders would be benefitted, as it 
would decrease the average cost of the capital. The directors had 


not come to any decision as to how much should be issued, or when 
and they had not decided the rate of interest or the price of issue. 
He then dealt with the company’s investments, and said that they 
showed a considerable increase. In Consols, and in the debentures 
and shares of associated companies, the amount invested stood at 
£3,569,658 as against £2,332,932, the amount in the preceding year. 
They had added to their holding in Consols. It was desirable that 
the reserve fund should be real, and £200,000 of it had been in- 
vested in Consols, the rest being employed in the business It was 
no doubt a fact that some of the investments were worth more than 
the figure at which they stood in the books, but, on the other hand, 
were were some which at present would not realise par, and one or 
two might leave a loss. He did not think, however, that it would 
be wise to deal with the investments in any other way. It was a 
matter of impossibility to make an annual valuation of them. 
Dealing with certain statementa which had lately appeared in the 
Birmingbam papers, he said that there bad been a series of remark- 
able mis statements in regard to the company's methods. For many 
years the company had worked steadily to consolidate the tramway 
system in the Black Country, and to electrify them. While the 
process had been a slow one, it had been successful. It was unfor- 
tunate that the desire for municipalisation had prevailed at 
Birmingham, but still the company had given the people of 
Birmingham a vast amount of information, and he was glad to see 
that the Corporation of Birmingham was showing a disposition to 
deal with the matter seriously, and to give the company voluntarily 
all possible facilities for through communication. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. EmILE GaRcCkE, and was 
carried. 

Sir C. R. Wilson and Mr. J. S. Raworth (the retiring directors) 
were re-elected, and Messrs. Deloitte, Dever, Grithths & Co., were 
appointed auditors to the company for the year. 


— — — le 


At an extraordinary meeting held at the close of the general 
meeting, the directors were empowered to issue second debenture 
stock. 


South Lancashire Electric Traction and Power Co. 


THE preference and ordinary shareholders have received circulars 
explaining a scheme for changing the denomination of their 
holdings, in order to facilitate the raising of capital required to 
construct a further 36 miles of tramways. The works, up to the 
present time, have been largely constructed with debenture capital, 
and the company find great difficulty in raising further money for 
the construction of the additional tramways to complete the trunk 
lines. The board, after conferring with some of the large stock- 
holders, propose a re-arrangen:ent of the capital of the company, 
in the following terms :— 

(a) The present debenture stockholders to accept 100 £1 5 per cent. 
first cumulative preference shares and 15 £1 ordinary shares for each 
£100 of debenture stock now held by them. (b) The preseut prefer- 
ence shareholders to become holders of 6 рег cent. second cuqula- 
tive preference sbares, and to receive five £1 ordinary shares for 
every 100 preference sbares now held by tbem in satisfaction of 
their arrears of dividend to December 31st, 1903. (с) A new 4 per 
cent. terminable debenture stock to be issued under the borrowing 
powers of the company to provide the money for building the 
additional 36 miles of tramways and other purposes. 

The present position of tbe capital and debenture stock of the 
company is as follows:—600,000 6 per ceut. cumulative preference 
shares of £1 each, of which 101,132 have been issued; 250,000 
ordinary shares of £1 each, of which the whole have been issued; 
£750,000 44 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock, of which has 
been issued, or is about to be issued, an amount not exceeding 
£560,000. On the completion of the proposed re-arrangement, the 
position will be as follows:—££50,000 5 per cent. cumulative first 
preference shares of £1 each ; £150,000 6 per cent. cumulative second 
preference sbares of £1 each; 250,000 ordinary shares of £1 each; 
and the borrowing powers of the company under the articles of 
association will amount to £1,250,000, being equivalent to the whole 
of thesbare capital. It is part of the arrangement that only 600,000 
£5 per cent. cumulative first preference shares be issued, and no more 
capital be issued to rank in priority to or pars passu with such 
shares, and not more than £600,000 be raised under the borrowing 
powers of the company without the consent of the holders of £5 
per cent. eumulative first preference shares thereto respectively. 


Thomas Parker, Ltd. 


THE ninth annual meeting was held on Monday at Wolverhampton 
Alderman C. T. Mander presiding. 

The C HARMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said the 
company had bzen working for nine years, and during that time a 
sound and stable business had been built up, and a large amount 
had been paid in dividends—e(ual to 66 per cent. of the share 
capital - whilst 60 per cent. of the earnings had been placed to the 
reserve fund, depreciation account and maintenance. These were 
sufficient indications that the British electrical trade had been 
worth fighting for in these days of competition and small profits. 
The last two years had needed careful thought and considerable 
changes in method to enable the company to hold its own. The 
problem that had had to be considered wa: how to cut а vay all 
unnecessary material and reduce the сові of. production, and still to 
produce, if possible, & machine that was as good electrically and 
mechanically as the old ones, and thereby not loce the company's 
reputation for good work. That point had Leen reached, and the 
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company had been “ going " for the new design for all it was worth. 
He would point out that it had meant a large amount of energy 
internally, which would not show until later balance-sheets. With 
regard to the consumer, the present day dynamo, whether built in 
England or abroad, was a better and cheaper machine than it would 
have been had the fight not taken place. Things were now settling 
down, and they knew where they were. There was a prospect of 
plenty of good work to go all round. The company was more than 
full of orders, and they had every reason to congratulate them- 
selves. 

Mr. ABMISTEaD seconded the motion. 

A SHARBHOLDER wished to know why the company had three 
joint managers. 'The directors had stated that they had pleasure 
in submitting their report, but he failed to see where the pleasure 
came in in face of the balance-sheet. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said the three managers were of different 
calibre, and each had a different department. The board of 
directors had no experience of electrical machinery, and they trusted 
entirely to their managers He hoped that the next dividend 
would be equal to previous ones. | 

The report was afterwards adopted, and then a dividend of 6 per 
cent. was declared. 

Alderman Mander was re-elected a director, and the auditors, 
Mesars. Allen Edwards & Smith, were re-elected. 


National Telephone Co. 


Тнв report of the directors for the half-year ending June, 1903, to 
be submitted to the meeting to be held at Hamilton House, Victoria 
Embankment, E.O., on Thursday, July 23rd, says :—“ The income 
accrued in respect of the business of the half-year amounts to 
£894,016 15s. 4d. as compared with £823,943 4s. 3d. for the 
corresponding period of 1902, being an increase of £70,803 11s. 1d. 
The working expenses for the half-year amount to £516,052 0s. 7d., 
as compared with £478,031 168. 10d. for the corresponding period 
of 1902, being an increase of 438.020 38. 9d. The net result for the 
half-year (after deducting the Post Office Royalties amounting to 
£81,930 88.) ів a profit balance of £296,064 бз. 9d., as compared 
with £269,445 88. 3d. for the corresponding period of 1902, being 
an increase of £26,618 18s. 6d. The rentals carried forward for 
unexpired terms of running contracta amount to £874,383 1s. 10d., 
as compared with £821,397 12s. 8d. at the corresponding period of 
1902, being an increase of 452,985 9s. 2d. Out of the available 
balance of £239,748 5s. 2d. shown by the net. revenue account (No. 
3) the board recommend the payment for the half-year of a 
dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the first and second 
preference shares, 5 per cent. per annum on tke third preference 
shares, 6 per cent. per annum on the preferred stock, and 5 per 
cent. per annum on the deferred stock, less income-tax in all cases. 
Tne board also propos e to transfer £85,000 to the reserve fund, and 
to carry forward the balance of 45,31 118. 10d. The sum of 
£334,115 19s. 11d. has been expended on capital account during the 
balf-year in the erection of 14,606 additional exchange and private 
stations, and in the construction of underground works. At the 
general meeting four directora retire, and being eligible, offer them- 
selves for re-election, viz, Sir Henry Fowler, M.P., Mr. George 
Franklin, Sir Wm. Cuthbert Quilter, Bart, M.P., and Mr. Wm. 
Alexander Smith." 


Electric Construction Co. 


THE tenth annual general meeting of this company was held on 
Thursday of last week at Winchester House, Mr. J. W. Barclay in 
the chair. 

Tbe CHAIBMARN, in moving the adoption of the report, said that the 
results submitted to the meetirg in the annual accounts were satis- 
factory, considering the conditions of bueincss during the year. 
The net profit of £20,736 198. 9d. compared favourably with that of 
last year, and enabled them to recommend the same dividends and 
appropriations. A large amount was carried forward. The respec- 
tive figures in the profit and loss account were approximately the 
same as last year, excepting in two instances. The expenditure for 
branch offices and foreign agencies was increased by £1,203 9з. 9d. 
The increase arose from the keener competition and the greater 
consequent necessity of keeping in touch with present and prospec- 
tive customers. Then, an additional sum of £740 had been charged 
to the maintenance of plant, and went to show that their protit had 
not been maintained by allowing the plant to run down. Fortu- 
nately the increase on the expenditure side of the account was set 
off by larger increases of income. They would observe that the 
revenue from the Madras electric tramways had increased by £1,736 
3s. 3d., and that the return from shares of other companies had im- 
proved by £627 19s. 11d. The latter was due to the higher dividend 
from the Electrical Power Storage Co., which they would re- 
collect was originally an offshoot from their company. The 
two enterprises he bad named now yielded a satisfactory return 
on the money invested, and both gave promise of still better things 
in the future, but they desired to restrict their operations to their 
own immediate business—that of manufacturing electrical machinery 
— and intended to take steps before another year to realise in whole 
or in part those outside investments, If they succeeded as they 
expected they would, the result would show important changes in 
the accounts. Turning to the balance-sheet, he said that it was 
satisfactory to point out that the expenditure on additions to their 


factories had been within narrow limits, and it was hoped that the 
capital outlay would be further diminished in coming years. Their 
worka at Bushbury might now be considered complete, for they 
enabled them to cope with existing or prospective demands for any 
description or size of electrical plant of the kinds they manufactured. 
The smaller tools in the workshops were being renewed and 
replaced by others of the latest type, and thus they kept themselves 
abreast of the times in labour-saving appliances. Such tools were 
dealt with as maintenance,“ and charged against revenue. He was 
confident that they would join with the directora in their high 
appreciation of the efforts of the management, engineering staff and 
artisans, which had achieved the satisfactory results he had explained 
iu face of the keen competition experienced during the year, and in 
congratulating them on their success. They would also, he was sure, 
cheerfully approve their recommendation to distribute among them 
the usual bonus, which depended on the amount of dividend paid 
on the ordinary shares. The directors believed they possessed the 
confidence of the staff and employéa of the company, and they 
heartily reciprocated the same, confident as they were, that all co- 
operated zealously and heartily in promoting the company’s 
success. In that connection the shareholders would be pleased to 
know that the compensation for accidents to workmen during the 
year had been only £13 6s., and that if the compensation had been 
restricted to that provided by the Act, it would have been less than 
a sovereign. Тпеу would probably expect to learn something of 
their views on the company's prospects, and what effect the 
suggested new fiscal policy, which had suddenly become a burning 
question, might be expected to have on the bueiness of the com- 
pany, especially as the manufacture of electrical plant would, it 
was alleged, be among the first of their industries doomed to perish 
unless the fiscal policy of the last half century was modified. Well, 
he would tell them frankly that they did not like the competition 
of foreigners; he did not know anyone who did. It might, how- 
ever, be a disagreeable medicine that stimulated the system. In 
any case their accounts showed that they still survived, although 
they bad passed through, wbat he believed had been as severe a 
struggle with foreign competitors as they might reasonably expect 
to have to encounter in the future. The Germans had pushed 
hard, and secured orders from some corporations who preferred 
the cheapness of goods made in Germany, to the higher 
quality of British manufacture, but they were satisfied that the 
Germans had made no profit on their business in this country. 16 
wa8 not prosperity that sent them to this country, but the depression 
that bad now for some years prevailed in Germany. The Germans 
considered that their loss would be less in seiling at unremunerative 
prices in this country than if they allowed their works to stand 
idle. When they had better trade at home, and when the factories 
unhealtbily stimulated by tueir protective policy had been 
eliminated, they would have little to fear from Germam competition. 
Again, the American manufacturers did not seem to find much 
advantage from protection, for although, as they were frequently 
told, they had uobounded natural resources at home, two of the 
largest companies had come across and established works in this 
country. No protective tariff would help them against such com- 
petition. This success must depend on their business management, 
and on the skill and ability of their engineering staff. It was to be 
hoped that the great development they foresaw in the use of 
electric power would provide work and a living for them all. In 
his opinion tbeir industries bad suffered more from legislative inter- 
ference and restrictions and from the mistaken notions of those 
who thought they were furthering the interests of the working 
man, than from foreign competition. A recent case would 
illustrate that statement. The London County Council the 
other day resolved to accept the cheapest tenders for their 
work, whether from home or foreign manufacturers. So far there 
might not be much to complain of. But then the London County 
Council stipulated that every contractor should observe the trade 
union rate of wages and hours, and tbat the rates of wages should 
be published publicly in the workshops. Now those conditions 
were enforced against manufacturers in this country, but they were 
not, and could not be, enforced against the foreign contractor. The 
conditions were presumably intended to prevent sweating by 
employers, but the result to their artieans was that work they should 
naturally have went out of the country, because he need hardly tell 
them the interference between employers and their workmen, 
unnecessary, certainly, in their case, tended to raise friction in the 
factory, which employers strove to avoid, and indirectly added con- 
siderably to the cost and the risk of manufacture. Thus an inter- 
ference, no doubt intended for the benefit of the workmen, reacted 
to their disadvantage, besides crippling the industries of the country. 
If that was Free Trade, it was an aspect of it which ought certainly 
to be the subject of inquiry. In conclusion, he would say that 
although they did not like foreign competition, they did not 
believe that the doom of their manufacturing interests was to come 
from foreign competition. No one could foresee what might arise 
from day to day, or predict the future in a business such as theirs, 
but, speaking for himself, to the best of his judgment, the company 
was at present in a stronger position than ever it had been, and he 
was glad to say that he had greater con idence in the future of the 
company than at any time since he had been connected with ita 
management. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Рнплр E. ВЕАСНСВОЕТ and 
carried. 


== — — — A —— — м 


Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co., Ltd. 


SIR ROBERT HERBERT presided at the half-yearly meeting held at 
the offices on July 14th. He said that they had felt in a position to 
offer an interim dividend which he thought would be an acceptable 
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one. As he stated at the February meeting, the year had been one 
of bard work, and they had since completed the second of their 
great oable constructions across the Pacific—tbat which had been 
carried out for the Commercial Co. from Honolulu to Manila. This 
considerable work was completed, to the great satisfaction of the 
U.8. Government, on July 4th, Independence Day. The cable was 
quite equal in its character and performance to those which the 
company had been in the habit of Jaying in other places. It was 
about 5,800 knots, and it brought up the company’s record, since 
its formation, to no less than 175,000 miles of deep-sea cable, and 
as much as 200,000 knots of insulated gutta-percba covered wire for 
the purpose of submarine telegraphy. They were not altogether 
sorry at not being oppressed at the moment with so great an amount 
of work as during the past two years. Their factory, which was 
steaming night and day, had, like a great ship, to occasionally go 
into dock and be overhauled. It would be an advantage during a 
comparatively quiet period, to be able to carry out certain altera- 
tions and extensions which had been contemplated for some time. 
They bad an amount of current work which would carry them on 
through a considerable part of the present year. The prospects of 
cable construction generally were not bad, although there was 

тһарв nothing on immediately of a great scale. There seemed to 
be a tendency to have more and more cable communication between 
different points and porta, and the company were not at all inter- 
fered with in regard to their prospects by the aerial telegraph 
system, because the conviction seemed to be growing stronger and 
stronger that 16 could not compete for the purpose at any long 
distances more particularly with the cable. Consequently, the 
shares of the cable companies had risen very materially from the 
low position to which they had fallen, and he thought that on the 
whole the prospects of submarine telegraphy were quite good. 

A vote of thanks closed the meeting. 


Prospectuses. 


Tne Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation has 
this week been inviting applications for an issue of 40,000 "Cit 
Undertaking” £4} per cent. cumulative preference shares (1903), 
of £5 each at par. The list closes to-day, Friday. 


The Havana Electricity Co. is also before the investing 
public until Monday next, July 20th, with an issue of £150,000 in 
£10 shares. A balanoe of similar amcunt is left for future issue. 
The company has an electric light and power concession for the 
city for 99 years. The plant now contracted for is designed to 
furnish current for more than 50,000 lamps. Messers. Livesey, Son 
and Henderson, 14, South Place, E.C., are the consulting engineers. 


4 


The Isle of Wight Electric Light and Power Со., whose nominal 
share capital is £100,000 in ordinary and preference sbares of £5 
each, also £50,000 in 44 per cent. debentures, are before the public 
until to-day, Friday, with an issue of the whole of tbe preference 
shares and debenturee. Of the ordinary shares 9,993 have been 
applied for by and issued to Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation. 
The company has powers for electric lighting at Ryde, Newport, 
Ventnor, Sandown, Shanklin, Cowes, and East Cowes, and three out 
of the four proposed generating stations have already been erected 
and opened, these being located at Ventnor, Sandown, and Newport. 
The Ryde station will be completed in the course of a few months. 
The prospectus appears among our advertisements to-day. 


The financial press says that an important public issue in 
connection with the Manchester and Liverpool Electric Express 
Railway Co. is to take place this week. 


St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light Co.—The 
transfer books will be closed from 18th to 31st inst. inclusive. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made 
to the Committee to appoint & special settling day in and to grant 
& quotation to the County of London and Brush Provincial Electric 
Lighting Co., Ltd —£250,000 44 per cent. second debenture stock. 

The Committee has also ordered the undermentioned to be quoted 
in the Official List :—Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation, Ltd.—Further issue of £49,712 4 per cent. debenture 
stock (redeemable). 


Globe Telegraph and Trust Co.—The directors an- 
nounce a quarterly dividend of 3s. each on the preference shares 
and 2s. each on the ordinary shares, 


City and South London Railway Co.—The accounts 
for the half-year ended June 30th show a balance, after providing 
for the debenture stock interest, the payment of the dividend on 
the preference stocks, and the transfer to the renewal fund of 
£1,500, sufficient to allow the payment of a dividend on the con- 
solidated ordinary stock for the half-year at the rate of 22 per cent. 
per annum, carrying forward a balance of £1,500. The dividend 
for the corresponding period last year was at the rate of 3 per cent. 
per annum, carrying forward a се of £1,749. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening, 

Adam has it come about that the Stock Exchange waits upon 
politics, and the investment markets are influenced to no small 
extent by the march of events in the Far East. Money is fairly 
cheap, although the drain of gold to the Continent looks as though 
it would increase rather than the reverse. The eccentricities of the 
American Railway section afford a minor factor, but speculation in 
anything has fallen to so low ап ebb on this side of the Atlantic 
that rumours of panic in New York, with their inevitable contradic- 
tions, exert a merely transitory effect. The markets with which we 
deal are all in a healthy condition, and the changes continue to be 
cLiefly in the upward direction. 

Та spite of the enervating character of the weather and the time 
of year, several new electrical issues are appealing to the public. 
The long-expected offer of new Charing Cross and Strand City 
Undertaking Preference shares has at last appeared. In fixing the 
price of issue at par, i.e., £5, the sponsors are taking a bold step, 
inasmuch as the present City Undertaking shares can be bought at 
41$ in the market. The issue, however, is underwritten at a com- 
mission of 5 per cent., so that the underwriters really get their 
proportion for 4}, at which price the shares look reasonably cheap. 
An evening contemporary amusingly remarks that “the quotation 
for the existing Preference shares is about £2." The newspaper in 
question must surely be confusing Charing Cross Preference shares 
with the City Undertaking issue. 

No market has yet been made in the New Havana Electric sharcs. 
The company's prospectus is backed by names of high standing, aud 
the concern has a wide scope for its operations. The Isle of Wight 
prospectus appealed to a more restricted class, and the shares will 
probably command a large local following to the traditional good 
management usual to the Edmundson's babies; this latest off- 
spring should have a fine future in front of it. | 

As regards changes in the electricity supply list, City of London 
Ordinary are down 5s., the amount of the deducted dividend, while 
the Preference have recovered their 6s. distribution. County Pre- 
ference relapsed 4 the other day, but otherwise the share list is 
practically the same as it was a week ago. Amongst Debentures a 
fall of a point in Edmundson's is more than accounted for by the 
quoting of the price ex the dividend of 2} per cent. taken off on the 
Stock Exchange pay-day. 

Home Railway dividends are already upon us, but the market 
remains strangely apathetic. How quiet business in Home Railway 
descriptions is can be gauged from the fact that the Electrical Rail- 
way stocks are all but motionless on the very eve of the announce- 
ments; but City and South London has lost a couple of points upon 
the declaration of the dividend. Of course, the Tubes benefited very 
considerably in the June of 1902 from preparations for the Coronation 
festivities, and the "takes" of the last six weeks go against others 
which were swollen by country visitors. 

The general impression is that the Central London will stick to 
its steady 4 per cent., but that there may be a pleasant surprise in 
store for the Waterloo and City stockholders. If the 34 per cent. 
of the last half of 1902 can be repeated, the line will enter the pro- 
gressive list; but it must be admitted that the present price of par 
seems to discount future possibilities to the tune of a 34 per cent. 
dividend, at least. Thé new Mono-Rail prospectus is expected 
immediately. 

Telegraph securities present a firm front, and there are rises all 
along the line. Eastern Extension shares have moved up to 12, 
and the price is less 2s. 6d. dividend as well Eastern Telegraph 
Ordinary is again 1 per cent. higher, and several of the prior stocks 
bave improved to the same extent. Western Telegraphs are up 1, 
and Cuba Preference at 164 have added the fraction to their price. 
The Anglo-American group is steady, without quotable change, but 
Globe Preference are another 108. barder on the generally better 
tone of the market. Perhaps it is at last becoming inborne upon 
Telegraph ;shareholders that the Marconi competition cannot affect 
them for another quarter of a century, at all events. West African 
Telegraph shares are up to 5, and African Direct Debentures moved 
up to either side of J09. Telephore issues exhibit no feature 
beyond a rise in the Second Preference shares, but Telegraph Con- 
structions are a shade easier, allowing for the dividend ; British 
Electric Tractions do not alter, and London United Tramways 
Preference keep in the near neighbourhood of £12 per share. 


Direct United States Cable Co.—The board recom- 
mends a final dividend of 3s. per share and a bonus of 1s. per share 
(both free of income-tax), making a total distribution of 3j per 
cent. for the year ended June 30th last, and after placing 28,000 to 
reserve fund account, carrying forward a balance of about £2,693. 
The transfer books will be closed from July 14th to 28th. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
| Stock Business done 
Present or | Dividends for the last | Closing veek ended 
NAME, Quotations uotations 5 

Issue. Sbare. three years. July 8th, uly 15th. July 15th, 

1 1908. 
1900. 1901. 1902. Highest Lowest 

67,100 African Direct Tel ely ee ee ee ee ee 100 oe . ee 97 —102 98 —102 992 . 

25,000 5 D Ng. 1 40 85,000 ee Е ee 10 ae ee ee 84 a4—— 34 . 0 ee 
119,700: XC ов. 1 to 1,950 Кей, ES .. | 100 г 1 к 70 — 80 70 — 80 m 

1 Ew oe os e .. | Stock | 88 61s. 60/6 47 — 50 47 — 50 T 
8,105,588 Do. 10 Pref. i4. ‘ae A .. | Stock | 6 6% 6 7 92 — 94 92 — 984 93 922 
Do. eo ee “ee ° * Stock 58. 28. 1 Е 8}— 5 81— 83 8/1 Bí 
44,000 Chili Telephone, 1 Nod. о ато ae ee ее oe . . b b 5 6 % 41— 11— 5} * * 
8006 | Comm М „. | $100 8 8 8 % 150 —160 150 —160 es 25 
11911 505 8 do. Sterling 500 year 4 `% Deb, Btock Red. > Bion 4* ix T 89 — 99 91 — 15 93 914 
19221 Do: EE Pref, : vu a . М š 10 4 ià (& 154 — E 16 — үл я ЗЯ 
Direct panish p . ee oe P 24— oe ee 
6,000 do 10 €, Cum. Pref. е 5 oe oe ee 7 — 8 — oe . 

80,000 Do. do. 44 % Debs. o0 8 ay S 97 —101 97 —101 e s 

60,7101 Direct United States ‘Cable 20 83% 8126 34 91 — 104 10 — 10} 10} ss 

87,800 | Direct West India сао, 81957 Reg. Deb., within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. 100 Т» xs ne 98 —101 98 —101 22 А 

4,000,000 | Eastern h, Ord ce. ai ..|Btock | 7% | 7% | 7% 125 —130 126 —131 1293 | 1273 

1,955,565 84 % Pref. Stock ce 5 >». | 100 ; Ps Н 83 — 91 88 — 91 90 2 

800.000 — 3 * lH 5 > ГА 7% 7 | 7% M03 — (А сг ГА 125 113 
on, Au a, an a Telegra s 1 4 

830,000 Do. 4% Deb. Stock Р Stock ES x s 105 —108 105 —108 1 “г 
800,000 | Eastern & Soath African Tele. 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 | 100 өсө e: NS 99 —102 99 —102 y Я 
300,000: | Do. do. 4 % Reg. Mort. Debs. (Mauritius Bub) 1 to 8,000 | 95 » т x 99 —102 101—104 % | .. is. 
180,277 | Globe Telegraph and st " К 10 5196 6196 ЗР 8 9 9 81 Ni 
190,048 Do. do. 8 Pre . 10 к Т. fe 121— 123 194 — 13} 14 | 12 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhagen 10 15% | 15 9% | 124% 29 — 93 22 — 28 T "t 

62,5008 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 4$ % 1% Mort. ber. within d 100 he , m 98 —101 98 —101 xd к г. 

17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph "A a 25 | 10 10% | 10% 85 — 89 B5 — 89 zm 
100,000} | London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 % Debe. EA s .. | 100 % és ut 100 —104 100 —104 %3 КЕ 

1,968,388 | National Telephone, Pref. А s T. i UN ..| 100 6 96 6% 6% 102 —104 102 —104 104 102% 

1,966,667 Do. Def. Stock ee oe ee ee ee ee 100 oe ee 44% 82 — 84 82 — 84 824 $24 
15,600 Do. do. 6 Cum. Ist Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 КЕЧ ee 
15,000 Do. do, Н Сот. and Pref. ee ee 10 6 6 6 13 — 18 124— ] 18 oe 

3,250,000 Do. do. Non-eum. ard. Prof., 1 *o 250,000 ee 6 6 6 5 6 -— 63 5 — ee ee 

000, 0008 Do. do. A Deb. Stock Red. 110 .. | Stock | 84 84 84 96 — 98 — 98 971 96} 
121.804 Oriental Pelei: Tie. Nes. 1 MILD, fail valid "Ut 14 6 64 Ес ра к, 5 ie 

en ep 1 E os to 9 $ ee ee a7 1 4— 4 9 . 

100,000: | Pacific and European Tel., Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 vx 100 s zs T —10) gi ЕР Ў 
11,889 Reuter's ee ee ee ee ee ee LE J Ф ө ee 8 5 96 5 % ee 74 64— 7 oe $ 
shine | anaa Boa ымы, с: ос оз озо aie |r CM T 

ver elep ene s x s n 

40,000 Do. do. 6 €, Cum. Pret., Nos. 1 to 40,000 NE. i: s A 5 4— 6 к 
179,941 Do. до. 6 Debe. ee ec ee Stock ee ее oe 108 —106 108 —106 108 ee 

15,000 | West African Telegraph, Sh re 10 - ee 2% 4— 6 44— 53 4 o 
150,000: | West Coast of America, 4% be., 1 to 1,500 guar. 'by Bras. Sub. Tel, 100 Š es - 93 — 95 — 96 ds « 
267,980 Western һы Ltd., хел 1 to 907, $5 ó а 10 1% 1% ©» 14—118 114— 114 114 1A 

76,0003 Do. Debe. and series, 1906 eo ee ec 100 [E ee ee 100 —103 100 —108 oe ee 
400,000 Do. 1 Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee @e 95 — 98 97 —100 99 D 

West india and Panama Telegraph f. Gain iat. wd 10 196 T T B— — Иң 

84,568 Do. do. 6 cum. Ist Pret. ee ee 10 . ee oe 6 — — oe ee 

4,660 Do. 28 do. Ы Cum. 2nd Pref. ee 10 ee ee ee 8 — 4 8 — 4 oe oe 
80,0001 Do. йо, до, Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ее 100 ee Е) ee 97 —100 97 —100 oe ee 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. Pref. V es "T 10 oe v m 8— 4 8— 4 oe 
800,000: Do. do. б 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ace “i .. | Stock T as vi 4 — 79 75 — 80 78 774 
100,000 | British Electric Traction ie = S vis s 10 9 96 9 96 8 % 123— 12 — 124 xd 18 12 
100,000 Do. 1 Ed P Cum. Pret. > vs 10 ie 928 es 11j— 12 114— 125 uj 12% 
600, Do. b tual Debentare Stock oo 0 | Stock ks Ws 92 122 —125 —125 124 128} 
100,000 British а апа Чеш Cables vi s ae 5 1% [10% 10 % 61— "i am 7i T "T 1 
100,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. “> 902 we б Va $i s 54— 6 " $ | 

50,000 Do. do. 96 n Mort. Deb. Red... ee ee ee ee 100 ee СЕЈ ee 101 —106 102 —106 @e 

50,000 |*Browett, Lindley & Co., А —— жа же wi 8 Nil Si ў — 9 * H oe oe 

50,000 |4 Do. до. 6 & Cum. Pret. ic ae as - £1 6 6 % " 14/6 to 15/ 14/6 to 15/ P sa 
105,781 | Brush Electrical Engineer, Ord., 1 to 105,781 .. : ar. , за 2 6 Nil Nil m 1 is К 
150,000 Do. O. Non cum. 6 Pref. ee oe 2 6 8 % 6 % 1 ете 1 1 — 1 ee ee 
125,000 Do. 955 Perp. b. Stock eo ee Stock ee ee ee 99 —102 99 —102 ee ee 
125,0002 Do. do. Perp. 2nd d Btock ee ee Stock ee eo ` oe 87 — 93 87 == 92 oe ee 

86,000 | Callender’s Cable Construction сраза © ‘is T 5 16596 20% |15% 114— 124 114— 123 ete s 

40,000 Do. do. до. 5 % Cum. Pref. ee 6 ee ee ee 6 54— 6 ee oe 

Do. do. do. 44 % 1% мок Deb. Btock Red. .. | Stock i 27 106 —110 106 —110 is és 
1,800,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. S Seo | Stock | .. C | 4 104 —107 104 —107 1054 | 104 
494,008 Do. do. 4 t% Pref, Stock.. .. .. .. . Stock Vs 4 4 101 —104 101 —104 1034 10 
494,998 Do. do. t. doo. [Stock 970 4 4% 107 —110 107 —110 108% - 
1,880,000 | City and South London Ramey -^ iw &% ss Р ‚ | Stock 8165 2 8196 70 — 72 68 — 70 704 634 
А о! И о , An e — 

100,0001 | $l to 11,000 of £60 red ; e x 101 —106 101 —105 ; "i 
99,96) | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, < uA?" arch 28 paid, 1 to Wit 5 4475 Nil 18 0 — 0 — І ‘ 
17,189 А до. A ” shares, 01—017,189.. 5 Nil 5 14— 14— Р А 

344 ,0281 ро. do. 4X Deb. Stook Red. 100 ee ee ee 71 — 15 71 — 75 0 ee 

100, 000i Do. do. 5 % 3nd Deb. Btock Prov. Certe. all pa. 100 x * ө 15 — 80 75 — 80 у 28 

112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,1 vs 9 6% | 695, | 6% là— 13 18— 18 .. . 
31.990 Do, do. ] Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 99 - Vi 9 va s - 24— 8 94— 3 xd ^ М 
825000 | Ро. do. Perp. lst Mort. Deb. Stock | s,s | Stock Е .. | 100 —108 99 —102 xd d А 

General Electric 09. as ), ; % Cum. Pref. ee КУ 10 5 5% se 91— 10 94— 10 "m ‘ 

200,000 Do. Mort. mm os ix T .. | Steck va Ыы; ба 99 — 109 99 —102 ss N 
86,008 Henleys die T) ) Telegraph’ orks, Ord. vi va v 5 20% 20 20 © 14 — 15 11 — 16 "» , 
86,000 do. % Pre ш eee 5 44% 5 Е 5 — 5 — 92 è 
48,050 do, ort. Beh. Stock Stock m T - 108 —119 108 —112 "m S. 
50,000 Inde Rubber, datta- Percha 4 ee Works 10 10% 10 96 Sa 154 — 194 183 — 193 19 188 

"e 500, iri Do. бу Baten do. 978 do. 4% Ist Mort. Deb. Шш si% üx TA 16 ay 3 x “a 

ро erhead ee oe — t е ee 

10,000 t do о. ee Pref, £10 paid ee ee ee 10 ee 5 [an 105 — 114 104— 11 ae e- Ё 
87,850 ph Constraction and Maintenance.. 12 | 178% | 20% | 20% 83 — 36 "82 — 85 "xd $43 884 K 
150,000 4 % Deb. Bds., Мов, 1 to71,600 Bed. 1909 | 100 "i ux “© 100 —108 00 —103 101 2: | 
640,000! Waterloo à City Hallway, Ord: Stock ee ae oe ee 100 8 % 8 % 34% 98 —101 98 —101 ee i 

| 


t Quotations on Liverpool StockeExchange. 


1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


From Manchester Share List. 


. LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Rational Biectrie Free Wiring, 5—5. 


Oldham, Ashton, and H Blectrio (£10 ke у, "Pes 144£—14 
bo! arie ( p» , ie d. 


Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. June 18, 100 


' 
í 
| 
| 
| 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Btock Closing Closing Business done 
poe NAME, or pide in for the Quotations Quotations week ended 
° Share. yoarm July 8th. у 15th. | July 15th,1908. 
t 1900. 1901. 1908 Higbest.| Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.. v 1 si is Кя á i— 8 2+ ee 
100,000 Do. 4496 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. es 100 ВА EA vs 118 —121 118 —121 T T 
20,000 | Brompton & Kensington Piece Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 20,000 .. 5 6 % 8 % 8 % 1 11 101— 11 103 . 
20,000 Do. 1% Cum. Pref. ee 6 ee ee es 1 1% 1 195 os sa 
60,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply $4 x Js 6 9% 110% 110% 9 — 9 — z oe 
70.000 Do. do. о. b Cum. Pref. .. 5 ss M i 7 6 7 6 $$ | 8 
40,000 Do. do. “ on Undertaking " b Oum. Pref. . 5 Tes si - 5 4 b 41 
preted 855 о x d | Deb. Stock Red. v vs "T 100 ix 4 ix 10 ma^ I се T 
, е elses ect city upply, ae ee ee 5 4 4 — NY oe xii 
170.090 | City of London Electric Ligh Da TEN iis 2 | 9. (x rx uà 11f 1 1 1 4 dos 
ity o on tric Lighting, — EM bs 10 0 5 5 1 x $ * 
40,000 Do. С Cum. Pref., 1 to 40 5 10 T 5 yis 13 — 14 18 — 14 xd ii 134 
400,000 ро. Deb. Stock, вопр. (n. at 115) all paid .. ee ee es ee ee 131 —196 191 —196 СЕЈ ee 
800,000 Do. T 2nd Deb. Stock, v. Certs., all IAM 2 100 “з РА b 102 —104 102 —106 РЕ "uu 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov, Electric теше Ora 1—40,000. . 10 4% | 4% | 4% 8— 9 8— 9 813 8th 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Pre 00-00000. 10 is J Se 19 — 18° 114— 194 1 12 
400,000! Do. do. 4396 Deb. Stock, Pruv. бш Lan ыны oe ite s m 109 —112 109 —119 11 .. 
50,000 | Edmundson’s Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares i Б 7965 | 7% t 6)i— 7 64— 7 НЧ 61 
50, 000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. A z: "E "E y 6 — 64 6 — 6 
140,000 Do. do. 44% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock "S 100 a - ds 108 —111 106 —109 xd à g 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. ЗА 6 12 % |10% |10% 11 — 13 11 — 14 
90,000 Do. do. do. 4% Debenture Btook .. | Btock oe a ae 108 —106 108 —106 Tm 
110,000 | London Electric Bupply Corporation, Limited, Ord. s is € Me 2— 24 2— 24 oe e. 
49,840 Do. do. 6 % Pret. 5 bi o N ` 5j— 6 5j— 6 55 5 
100000 | м tropoliian El 1 85 Supply, 1 19 100,000. 5 810" 6% | 6% | 72% 117 — 184 114 — 183 | 18a]. 
, е ectric Supply, Р 8 
90,0001 до. 4 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ә ia we vs ©; ER 108 —112 108 —112 АЕ 
950,000 Do do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red - .. | Stock «x © На 97 —100 97 —100 aa 
10,852 | Notting Hill Electric Lightin ea P ug 1 13 — 14 18 — 14 E T 
40,000 | 8t. James' and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. .. s “% sx b 144 144 144 15$— 1 153— 164 15j . 
90,000 Do. do. do. 7 % Pref. 90,081 to 40,080 8$— 8— 9 sá 
150,000: Do. do. do. 84% Deb. Stock Red  .. 100 i : se 98 —101 98 —101 oe 
12,000 | Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, O с $e ке as - ws 6 “+ zs 8— 84 va 4 oe ee 
65,000 | South London ‘Supply, 6 Supply, Ота. .. és as - es 6 а E 1 8à— 4 4 oe xm 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, ee ee ee oe ee 5 ee ee ee 5 = af 5 = Ki se 
80,000 Do. V Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 6 oe oe 5 — о 5 — 54 
110,000 | Westminster Electric ups р: à Я - b 108% | 108% | 19 96 19 — 18 19 — 18 fs 
25,141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pret. A 5 ns "i 64— 64 64— R} 
s Bubject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
' Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS, &o. 55 METALS, &. (continued). Pus pui or Des: 
a Acid, N kd .. per cwt. 5 / vs д Copper Sheet Sc “cee .. per ton £11 is 
a , Nitric. ә ës .. рег cwt. 92J- P. 9 „ Rod. .. рег ton £71 
a 97 alic . ce ee ee per cwt. 82/- ee в [1] (Electrolytic) Bars ee per ton 267 
a „ Bulphurio .. ae .. рег cwt. 5/6 E e Ss $5 .. рег ton #78 
a Ammoniac, Ва] .. рег сиф. 42/- ; e РА per ton #69 
а Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. рег ton £83 10 a в "i si H.C. Wire per lb. Råd. 
a .. рег ton £90 è f Ebonite Rod $4 .. per lb. 8/8 А 
а Bleaching powder . es . perton £4 10 Р f » Sheet АР, per lb. 8/- oe 8 
a Bisulphide of Carbon e .. per ton £15 t n German Silver Wire 25 .. per lb. 1/6 : 
a Borax.. T - ee .. рег ton £13 iex h Gutta-percha fine.. wie .. per lb. 8/- ` „Ө 
a Benzole (90 9) а * .. per gal. 77 эзе h India-rubber, Para fine . .. per lb. 4/- to 4/04 ine. 
a i (50/90 %) .. és .. per gal. 5/6 zi 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 — 
a Copper Sulphate .. es .. рег ton £19 EM 4 , Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 16/2 84d. dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate sò .. рег ton _ #4 s $ ,, Forgings, according to size per ton From #11 ace 
a „ White Sugar 2 .. рег ton £31 „> 4 ,, Scrap, heavy Fir .. per ton ‚47/6 to 50% čs 
a UM P AT ue е5 ЕТ .. рег юр xr d A 4 , Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. рег top? E Р с за 
a Met irit . per . | e 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90%, at 160° à. per gal. 5/6 ie 9 Lead, English Ingot .. .. per ton { give |} oc 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. T 9 „ „ Sheet '.. per ton £18 10 T 
a з Caustic (75/80%).. .. рег ton £M is m Manganin Wire No. 98 .. .. per lb. 8/- are 
a is Bisulphate > .. per ton £35 2 g Mercury per bot. £8 19 6 M 
a Shellac m +. per cwt. 186/- T d Mica (in original cases) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/2 ae 
a Sulphate of Magnesia m .. perton £4 10 du d „ e = medium per lb. 2/8 to 8/6 aie 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 25 d per lb. 8/9 to 7/9 - 
a © LS ered ea .. per ton £5 10 as p Phosphor Bronze, plain pasties per lb. 1/ to 1/94 - 
a .. per ton £5 s p ii rolled bars & 8 per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 as 
a Soda. 8 Iwhite 10%) * .. per ton £10 15 Ки р 1 strip & sheet per Ib. From 1/2 ss 
а „ Crystals et БЯ .. рег ton £8 bs o Platinum E 55 .. per ox. 24 РУ 
а „ RBichromate, casks.. .. per lb. 94d. ie { Bilicium Bronze Wire per lb. 10d. to 1/- ee 
Btee,, Magnet, aoc'd'g to deso' p n per ton £58 2 5 
METALS, &c. » 67 in bars ue o © 55 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 " о Tim Blok. . per ten [ “gig; wo. 
b » Wire, in ton lots. per ton #168 T д „ Foil .. per lb. 1/8 ee 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton #166 e п „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per lb. 177 a 
р Babbitt's metal ingots .. per ton £48 to £145 $4 p White Anti-friction Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to m basis per lb. id. E " White Ant" brand per ton £42 to £65 s 
в „ Tube (brazed) .. per lb. 9ч. 26 j Yarns, күрөң Grey Cotton, оп sp'ls per lb. А s 
e ?) 57 (solid drawn). ee per Ib. 74. se j 9? а. Flax. oe per Ib, e ео 
е ire, basis.. ee .. per lb. 7. i э $ B 10 Ibs. Russian per lb. 449d, ae 
: Copper Tubes (brazed) . .. per lb. . | „ 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per ib. ; n 
„ (solid drawn) .. per lb. , 941. es i j » 180 Ibs. Jute rove per ton £11 * 
; Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton | £71 си | | 1 Zire Fh'tiVieilleMontagne bnd.) per ton #9315 ae 
Quotations " led by Messrs.:—« G. boor & Co.; b ‘Lhe British Aluminium Co., Lu.; € ‘bus. Bolton & bons., Ltd.; d F. ‚ Wiggins & Sons.; ¢ Frederick 
Smith & Co.: n Robber G. P. and "eleg. Works "Co.. Іна. ; g James & г bakspeare; h Edward тпа Co.; 4 Bolling & Lcwe; ј W. H. Hindley & Co. 


Geass Eur EIE — Se — — 


k Morris Ashby” Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston: рош... Sons о өн. Matthey & Co, Co., Ltd.; p The . Bronze Co., Ltd. 


— —— — 


Week | Receipts for [m Miles | | Week | Receipts for Miles 

Looality. Жш, | the week. Total to date. | open. | Locality. ending | the week, Total to date. | open. 

£* | * : & £* s 
Aberdeen .. ae .. | June 27 1.247 = == dd 4, Y | + 915° — — 8 (South Staffordshire ..| July 8 ЕТЕЯ 1,035 1255 91,723 | + 1407 | 21 –{ 
„ Шаш. = . . | duly n ста | —115 140,567 | + 6,452, —|— 2 с птапаев „ eT : 0 + Ei prit + 118 Es 

urnemout ee ee ,9 M — каса == — IAS = Q aunton ee ee ec 7 9 9 TT + 
Bisckburn .. .. ue 26 1605 RC: 11.668 | + | O74 | 194 «n ze | ^ Tynemouth Dae s 5| 417 | + 24 тт + Sm К” 

ackpool .. uly : +1 2,316 + 1,254; — | — eston - super · Mare. —1: — + 
Blackpool and Fleetwood » 18| ви | + 7 | „1840 | + „149 2 — H H Woiverbampn. Diet , 3 | з | +215 100-1 + 6,757 103 +8 
ton a 1 , + | ,H + 3, — rexbam — , — — — 
Вайоад . .. .. a 12 | 4,025 | +400, 56.121 | +11,615 | 89 le | м шы н 1 IE „5559 м 6 = 
rig ton ee ee . , лә 68,444 == — Cardiff es ee е + $ + — Ыш 
Bristol . n 10 5096 — 65 — — 285 — 3 Dover © vis s 90 11 '877 | +107 5,718 + 120] 8 — 
Burnley ~ .. „ 11 ва 63 — „ E Dublin i „ 10 5,576 47 7,78 + 402 46 | — 
рлеу District ..| „„ 3| 196 — 468| — m East Ham „ IL | 743 | +296 | 10,096| + 8298| 6 |+ 1 
Devonport „ 3| 515 | + 50 1115|+ 341) 5 |— | E Glasgow .. .. June 6 | 15,878 |48104 | 15,876 | 8,194 65 | +13 
, Dudley Stourbridge... m : Hed ri | ded + 2,125 1 — 8 Han р P ža . July H e + 73 | 27,028| + 1,5941 11 |+ 1 
За е + 2,247 | + 8.920 + keston  .. vs А - — — — — 
Gravesend—Northfleet| „ 3 314 — 5,625 — — 3 Ilse of Thanet .. ..| о " 1,175 | + 79 | 12941] — 206 — | — 

$ Greenock— Pr, -Glasgow » 8 (90 | + 82 | 13,829 | + 1,185| 74 — 5 | Leeds „ o р bb ob 4182 | 846 6| + 5,520) — | — 
Hartlepool „„ R| 3901 1+ 19 6.544 4 499 +2 Liverpool. „ 111,121 |+ 687 | 264,448 | 4-10,961 | 101 +25 

Kidderminster... ..| 4, 3 166 „ 1 3,164 + 178 4|— 5 Manchester e 0... „ 4 12.674 47854 — — 10 + 
E eras s » „ 8 211 — 12 5.055 | — 269 | 8 — 3 ' Newcastle .. ee , | 5 M 8,282 + 640 == — 11 == 
gj Middleton | -. CC отта Бү в | 4 [en „% %%% | ren УРИ ый = 
S Peterborough C Lio i ее Ы "o July 9 1,122 tal 2 | T ei qu 
= oe ee [1] = -— — - e. I -— же — 
= Poole is $e PN п. 8 345 | + 86 1915 + 1,172 — 8 sunderland , » 12 1,898 +188 | 18,126; + 727 90 (+2 
og Potteries se s „ 9| 1855 | +166 | 40,605 | + 2,566 — |, Central London Railway „ 11 6,924 | + 77 13,712 — 381 6 — 
Rothesay.. es 23 » 3 251 | + 21 440714 857) — | = Chatham & District Co. „„ 2 714 | +204 12,543 + 11,266 6& | — 

| Sheerness 5 1 119 — 1,150 — — — City and 8. London Ry.“ „ 12 2,478 | – 813 4,928 — 679 6 | — 
\Southpors » 8 862 | — 20 7.426 + 1,006 52 — Dublin and Lucan Rlwy. June 21 1x7 | + 16 2.518 T 81 — | — 

| | Liverrool Overhead Ry.| July 12 1,718 | +184 8,390 | + 911 M 


el 
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MODERN "VIEWS ON MATTER: THE 
REALISATION OF A DREAM. 


By Sia WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S, &o. 


An Address delivered before the Congress of Applied Chemistry 
at Berlin, Jane 5th, 1903. 


For nearly a century men who devote themselves to science have 
been dreaming of atome, molecules, ultra-mundane pa-ticles, and 
speculating as to the origin of matter: and now to-day they have 
got so far as to admit the possibility of resolving the chemical 
elements into stmpler forms of matter, or even of refining them 
altogether away into ethereal vibrations or electrical energy. 

This dream has been essentially a British dream, and we have 
become speculative and imaginative to an audacious extent, almost 
belying our character of a purely practical nation. The notion of 
impenetrable mysteries has been dismissed. A mystery is a thing 
to be solved, "and Man alone can master the Impossible." There 
has been а vivid new start. Oar physicists have remodelled their 
views as to the constitution of matter, and as to the complexity, if 
not the actual decom posability, of the chemical elements. To show 
how far we bave been propelled on the strange new road, how 
dazzling are the wonders that waylay the researcher, we have but 
to recall —Matter in a fourth state, the genesis of the elementa, the 
dissociation of tbe chemical elements, the existence of bodies 
smaller than atoms, the atomic nature of electricity, the perception 
of electrons, not to mention other dawning marvels far removed 
from the lines of thought usually associated with English 
chemistry. 

The earliest definite suggestion in the last century of the possible 
compound nature of the metala occurs in a lecture delivered in 
in 1809* by Sir Humphry Davy at the Royal Institution. In that 
memorable lecture he speculated on the existence of some sub- 
stance common to all the metals, and he averred that “If such 
generalisations should be supported by facte, a new, a simple, and a 
grand philosophy would be the result. From the combination of 
different quantities of two or three species of ponderable matter we 
might conceive all the diversity of material substances to owe their 
constitution.” 

Again, in 1811, he said; :—" It will be useless to speculate upon 
the consequences of such an advancement in chemistry as that 
of the decomposition and composition of the metals. It is 
the duty of a chemist to be bold in pursuit. He must not consider 
things as impracticable merely because they have not yet been 
effected. He must not regard them as unreasonable because they 
do not coincide with popniar opinion. He must recollest how 
contrary knowledge sometimes is to what appears to be experience. 
. . . . To inquire whether the metals be capable of being decom- 
pored and composed is a grand object of true philosophy.“ 

Davy first used the term “radiant matter” about 1809, but 
cbiefly in connection with what is now called radiation. He also 
used the term in another sense, and the following passage] in its 
clear forecast is propbetic of the modern electron:—"'' If particles 
of gases were made to move in free space with an almost infinitely 
great velocity i e, to become radiant matter—they might pro- 
is the different species of rays, so distinguished by their peculiar 

ecte.” 

In his lectures at the Royal Institution in 1816 '' On the General 
Properties of Matter," another prescient chemist, Faraday, used 
similar terms when he said:—“If we conceive a change as far 
beyond vaporisation as that is above fluidity, and then take into 
account also the proportional increased extent of alteration as the 
changes rise, we shall, perhaps, if we can form any conception at 
all, not fall far short of radiant matter; and as in the last con- 
version many qualities were lost, so here also many more would 
diesppear." Again, in one of his early lectures he strikes a forward 
поќе: —“ At present we begin to feel impatient, and to wish for а 
new state of chemical elements. 'To decompose the metals, to 
reform them, and to realise the once absurd ‘notion of transmuta- 
tion are the problems now given to the chemist for solution.” 

A year later Faraday startled the world by a discovery to which 
he gave the title On the Magnuetisation of Light and the 
Illumination of the Magnetic Lines of Force." For 50 years this 
title was misunderstood, and was attributed to enthusiasm or con- 
fused ideas. Bat to-day we begin to seethe full significance of the 
Faraday dream. | 

In 1879, 1n a lecture I delivered before the British Association $ at 
Sheffield, it fell to my lotto revive " Radiant Matter" I advanced 
the theory that in the phenomena of the vacuum tube at high 
exhaustions the particles constituting the cathode stream are not 
solid, nor liquid, nor gaseous, do not consist of atoms propelled 
through the tube and causing luminous, mechanic, or electric 
phenomena where they strike, “ but that thev consist of something 
much emailer than the atom,—fragments of matter, ultra-atomic 
corpuscles, minute things, very much smaller, very much lighter 
than atoms,—things which appear to be the foundation stones of 
which atoms are com ”| 

I further demonstrated that the pbysical properties of radiant 
matter are common to all matter at this low density. “ Whether 


* Works of Sir Humpbry Davy,” Vol. viii., p. 325. 

t Loc. cit., Vol. viii., p. 330. 

t Loc. cit., Vol. viii., p. 349. 

$ ' British Associations Reporte,” Sheffield Meeting, 1879. 
Chemical News, Vol. x1., p. 91. Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc., 1879, Part I., 
p. 586. Proc. Hoy. Soe., 1880, No. 205, p. 469. 

| Bir О. Lodge, Nature, Vol. lxvii, р. 451. 


* 


the gas originally under experiment be hydrogen, carbon dioxide, 
or atmospheric air, the phenomena of phosporescence, shadows, 
magnetic deflection, &c., are identical” Неге are my words, 
written nearly a quarter of a century ago:—' We bave actually 
touched the borderland where matter and force seem to merge 
into one another*—the shadowy realm between the known and 
unknown. I venture to think that the greatest scientific pro- 
blems of the future will find their solution in this borderland, 
and even beyond; here, it seems to me, lie ultimate realities, subtle, 
far reaching, wonderful." 

The now generally accepted view that our chemical elements have 
been formed from one primordial substance was advocated in 1888 
by me when President of the Chemical Society, | in connection with 
a theory of the genesis of the elements. I spoke of ''an infinite 
number of immeasurably small ultimate—or, rather, ultimatissimate 
— particles gradually accreting out of the formless mist, and moving 
with inconceivable velocity in al! directions.” 

Pondering on some of the properties of the rare elements, I 
strove to show that the elementary atoms themselves might not be 
the same now as when first generated—tbat the primary motions 
which constitute the existence of the atom might slowly be 
changing, and even the secondary motions which produce all the 
effects we can observe—heat, chemic, electric and so forth—might 
in а slight degree be affected; and I showed the probability that 
the atoms of tbe chemical elements were not eterral in existence, 
р shared with the rest of creation the attributes of decay and 

eath. 

Our minds are gradually getting accustomed to the idea of the 
genesis of the elements, and many of us are straining for the first 
glimpse of the resolutiun of the chemical atom. We are eager to 
enter the portal of the mysterious region too readily ticketed 
" Unknown and Unknowable.” 

Another phase of the dream now demands attention. I come to 
the earlier glimpses of the electric theory of matter. 

Passing over the vaguer speculations of Faraday and the more 
positive speculations of Sir William Thomson (now Lord Kelvin), 
one of the earliest definite statements of thi« theory is given in au 
article in the Fortnightly Review for June, 1875, by W. K Ciifford— 
а man who i. common with other pioneers shared that ''noblest 
misfortune of being born before his time."  ''There is great 
reason to believe," said Clifford, that every material atom carries 
upon it a small electric current, if it does not wholly consist cf this 
cur rent." 

The idea of unite or atoms of el-ctricity—an idea hitherto float- 
ing intaugibly like helium in the sua—can now be brought to earth 
and submitted to the test of experiment f. Faraday, W. Weber, 
Laurent, Gauss, Zöllner, Hertz, Helmbolts, Stoney, Sir Oliver 
Lodge, have all contributed to develop the idea — originally due to 
Weber — which took concrete form when Stoney showed that Fara- 
day's law of electrolysis involved the existence of a definite charge 
of electricity associated with the ions of matter. This definite 
charge he called an electron. It was not till some time after the 
name had been given that electrons were found to be capable of 
existing separately. 

In 1891, in my Inaugural Address as President of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, $ I showed that the stream of cathode rays 
near the negative pole was always negatively electrified, the other 
contents of the tube being positively electrified, and I explained 
that the division of the molecule into groups of electro-positive 
and electro-negative atoms is necessary for a consistent explanation 
of the genesis of the elements." In a vacuum tube the negative 
pol» is the entrance and the positive pole the exit for electrons. 
Falling on a phosphorescent body, yttria, for instance—a collection 
of Hertz molecular resonators—the electrons excite vibrations of, 
say, 550 billion times a second, producing ether waves of the 
approximate length of 575 tenmillionths of a millimetre, and occa- ' 
sioping in the eye the sensation of citron-coloured light. If, how- 
ever, the electrons dash against a heavy metal or other body which 


x 


* “Matter is but a Mode of Motion (Proc. Roy. Soc., No. 225, 


‚ 472). 
Е + Pres, Address to Chem. Soc., March 28th, 1888. 

t “The eqaivalent weighte of bodies are simply those quantities 
of them which contain equal quantities of electricity. . . it 
being the electricity which determines the equivalent number, 
because it determines the combining force. Or, if we adopt the 
atomic theory or phraseology, then the atoma of bodies which are 
equivalents to each other in their ordin агу chemical action, have 
equal quantities of electricity naturally associated with them.” — 
Faraday's Experimental Researches in Electricity,“ par. 869, 
January, 1834. 

“This definite quantity of electricity we shall call the molecular 
charge. lf it were known it would be the most natural unit of 
electricity."— Clerk Maxwell's “Treatise on Electricity and 
Magnetism,” First Edition, Vol. i., 1873, p. 311. 

Nature presents us with a single definite quantity of electricity. 
.... For each chemical bond which is ruptured within an elec- 
trolyte & certain quantity of electricity traverses the electrolyte, 
which is the same ın all cases.“ — G. Johnstone Stoney, "On the 
Physical Units of Nature," British Association Meeting, Section A, 
1874. 

The same definite quantity of either positive or negative elec- 
tricity moves always with each univalent ion, or with every unit 
of affinity of a multivalent ion."—Helmholtz, Faraday Lecture, 
1881. 

"Every monad atom has associated with it a certain definite 
quantity of electricity ; every dyad has twice this quantity asso- 
ciated with it; every triad three times as much, and so on."—O. 
Lodge, Oa Electrolysis." — British Association Iteport, 1885. 

§ ~ Electricity in Transitu: from Plenum to Vacuum."— (Journ. 
Inst. Elect rical Engineers, Vol. xx., p. 10, January 15th, 1891). 
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will not phosphoresce, they produce ether waves of a far higher 
frequency than light, and are not continuous vibrations, but, 
according to Sir George Stokes, simple shocks or solitary impulses ; 
more like discordant shouts as compared with musical notes. 

In the years 1893-4-5 a sudden impulse was given to electric 
vacuum work by the publication in Germany of the remarkable 
results obtained by Lenard and Röatgen, who showed that the 
phenomena inside the vacuum tube were surpassed in interest by 
what took place outside. It is not too much to say that from 
this date what had been a scientific conjecture became a sober 
reality. 

In 1896 Becquerel, pursuing the masterly work on phosphores- 
cence inaugurated by his illustrious father, showed that the salts of 
uranium constantly emit emanations which have the power of pene- 
trating opaque substances, and of affecting a photographic plate in 
total darkness, and of discharging an electrometer. In some 
respects these emanations, known as Becquerel rays, behave like 
rays of light, but they also resemble Röntgen rays. Their real 
character has only recently been ascertained, and even now there 
is much that is obscure and provisional in the explanation of their 
constitution and action. 

Following closely upon Becquerel's work came the brilliant 
researcbes of M. and Mdme. Curie, on the radio-activity of bodies 
accompanying uranium. 

Hitherto І have been recounting isolated instances of scientific 
speculation with apparently little relation to one another. The 
existence of matter in an ultra-gaseous state; material particles 
smaller than atoms ; tbe existence of electrical atoms or electrons; 
the constitution of Róntgen rays and their passage through opaque 
bodies; the emanstions from uranium ; the dissociation of the 
elementa—all these isolated hypotheses are now focussed and 
welded into one barmonious theory by the discovery of radium. 


“ Often do the spirits 
Of great events stride on before the events, 
And in to-day already walks to-morrow." 


No new discovery is ever made withont its influence ramifying 
in all directions and explaining much that before had been mystify- 
ing. Certainly no discovery of modern times has had such wide- 
embracing consequences, and thrown euch a flood of light on broad 
regions of hitherto inexplicable phenomena, as this discovery of M. 
and Mdme. Curie and M. Bémont, who patiently and laboriously 
plodded along a road bristling with difficulties almost insuperable to 
others who, like myself, have toiled in similar labyrinths of re- 
search. The crowning point of these labours is radium. 


(To be concluded.) 


THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Abstract of Address delivered at Sunderland on Wednesday, July 
15th, by Ма. Јони F. C. SNELL, President. 


I FEEL very deeply the honour which you have done me and this 
town in conferring upon me the office of president. As the oppor- 
tunity comes but once, I have determined to speak boldly on come 
of the subjects which I feel are seriously menacing the progress of 
municipal undertakings. 

On more than one occasion I have been told that our Association 
ia feeble in its organieation, and has done little of importance during 
its existence. For my own part I muet freely admit that I have 
received much help from these annual conventions, not only from 
the papers, but particularly from private discussions and visits to 
various worko throughout the country. The esprit de corps and good 
feeling which is so noticeable at these conventions is a particularly 
pleasant phase of our Association. 

The municipalisation of certain public necessaries—whatever may 
be the opposition offered by private interests—has become a settled 
policy of the present day. Among these is the supply of electricity, 
and it must be acknowledged that municipal electrical supply must 
be allowed free and wise expansion, and that unnecessary restric- 
tions must be removed. 

We shall agree, I think, that of all known means of trans- 
mitting energy, electricity bas the right, par excellence, to the first 
position, and ite wider use will help us to use the natural wealth of 
our land with increasing efficiency. I believe that at last English 
people have awakened from their lethargy, and it may be a surprise 
to many to see the evidence of rapid electrical developments on the 
Wear, Tyne, and Tees; and morejsurprising still when they are told 
that this has all sprung into being during the last two or three 
years. The effect upon trade output, I am convinced, will soon be 
noticed, and this will mean a new era of prosperity to our manu- 
facturers. 

But it is more particularly on the eupply of electricit y by 
municipalities that I wish to speak. To remove a false idea which 
has been circulated, viz., that electrical supply companies 
are much more progressive and are managed in a more businesslike 
way than municipal departmente, let me briefly recite what was the 
actual comparison for 1902 between these two classes of under- 
takings. The total capital outlay on company undertakings in the 
Metropolis in 1902 was £9,299,000, and on undertakings owned by 
local authorities £1,448,000. The average capital expenditure per 
kilowatt installed in the former was £115, and in the latter £96'5. 
The average price per unit sold in the former was 4°72d., and in the 


latter 3:58d.; whereas the cost per unit sold was 2 59d. in the 
former, and 2 38d. in the latter: which means that Metropolitan 
companies spent 19 per cent. more on plant, charged 32 per cent. 
more for each unit sold, and their costs were nearly 9 per cent. more 
than the local authorities. 

And the same is true of the provincial undertakings. In the 
provinces the companies had spent £2,963,000, and the local 
authorities £13,404,570. The average capital expenditure per 
kilowatt installed in the former was £98:5, and in the latter 
£78:5; the average price per unit sold in the former was 4454, 
and inthe latter 3:15d. The companies spent 25 per cent. more 
on plant, charged 41 per cent. more per unit, and their costs were 
nearly 34 per cent. in excess of the costs of the municipal under- 
takings. This, surely, sufficiently answers the attacks which 
bave been made upon municipal electrical undertakings during the 
last year. 

The most important and most debated question at the present 
moment is that of depreciation of municipal electrical undertakings. 
A great deal of this controversy about depreciation arises from the 
wilful neglect of our critics to make a just comparison between 
companies and municipalities, and also I think by a confusion 
between wear and tear" and antiquation.“ I think it better to 
at once make this point clear. For example: a boiler will 
require certain repairs from year to year; new tubes, new parts of 
certain fittings, new furnace tubes, perhaps, or other renewals 
dependent on the type. This I call “ wear and tear,” and such 
renewals are properly paid for from revenue. But in addition 
there is a gradual deterioriation of the boiler itself right through— 
a process of decay, as it were—and like ourselves it has a life 
dependent on two things: ita original manufacture, and ita usage 
during life! This deterioriation 1 call“ antiquation or true depre- 
ciation. There is yet a third factor not to be forgotten, but I think 
easily disposed of, viz., the possibility of certain details of plant 
becoming obsolete. I do not call the replacement of small 
sete—rendered necessary during the pioneering stages of any con- 
cern— by larger and more economical sets “obsolescence,” for the 
smaller sets will fetch their present value when told, and thus no 
waste of capital takes place—at least this is my personal experience, 
from which Igeneralise. We are left then with two other factors, 
viz., ‘‘ wear and tear and "antiquation" (or true depreciation). 
The first is met by revenue, and is thus safely dismissed from this 
argument; but antiquation remains. We must look squarely at this 
fact. Some of the plant in both electricity and tramway concerns 
bas a shorter life than the 25 or 30 years allowed by the Local 
Government Board—some a much longer. The period for the 
repayment of these loans is one which requires alteration. I will 
first recite some of the anomalies which exist. The London County 
Council is enabled to grant periods of 42 years to the borough 
councils. The Commissioners for Scotland allow a period of 30 
years for municipal undertakings within their province. There are 
isolated cases of even longer periods—such as Glasgow— where an 
old Act gives that city 62 years in which to repay ite debt, while we 
in provincial England are allowed by the Local Government Board 
a period of only 25 years. If application be made to Parliament by 
way of Bill for extensions of electrical worke, the undertakers are 
granted 25 years only, it is true, but are given a remission of the 
sinking fund instalments for one, two or three years, a point which 
was strongly sympathised with by the Committee on Repayment of 
Loans in 1902. The Local Government Board, however, is unable 
to do this, and thus those who proceed by the less costly method of 
provisional order have to pay this sinking fund on all extensions 
and new loans before it is possible for the new capital to have 
earned any revenue. Another case: If a Council apply to Parlia- 
ment fora Bill to construct and work its tramways and to build the 
necessary power house, a period of 30 years is granted for the repay- 
ment of the whole loan (in some cases, of course, longer periods 
being given for land, and the usual period of five years for the costs 
of the Act); but if the same Corporation provide the necessary 
power house through an extension of its electric lighting undertaking 
and instal identically the same plant as in the former instance, the 
loan must be repaid in 25 years. If plant which runs at least 17 
hours а day and is subject to the severe conditions of tramways supply 
can be given the longer period, why should not electrical under- 
takings be given at least the same extended period, especially when 
the plant is subjected to less severe conditions; and if 42 years 
is the legitimate period for repayment of loans in London, why 
should provincial undertakings be called upon to repay theirs in 25 
years ? | 

Everyone points to the general excellence of management in 
Glasgow, the second city of the Empire. If 62 years is proved to be 
a legitimate and not unduly long time there, why cannot the rest of 
us be given similar privileges? A curious anomaly to me is that 
electric lighting undertakings are only allowed 25, and tramway 
undertakings 30 years, when I am of opinion that the reversal of 
these periods would bear a more real proportion to the lives of the 
undertakings. 

Now, the point which I wish to emphasise is this: the financial 
regulations of the Local Government Board, to which we are 
subjected, require a very drastic alteration. Some of our plant 
(such as accumulators) has a natural life of only 10 or 11 years, 
some 25 to 30 years, and some 50, 80, or 100 years. A sinking fund 
which repays a debt in 25 years is a clumsy and unsound instru- 
ment for writing off plant which is non-existent in the eleventh 
year under existing conditions, although the 25 years is supposed to 
represent the “ equated " life of the whole of the installation. The 
present method of the Board in such a case is to grant a further loan 
for the replacement of this portion of the plant, for which they 
grant a period of 10 years. The result is that from the eleventh to 
the twenty-first year a two-fold sinking fund on tbis particular 
plant has to be paid, and then in the twenty-first year the plant 
again is non-existent, and a third loan has to be applied for. This, 
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of course, is nonsensical. That is one extreme view of the question. 
On the other hand, buildings, stoneware casings, cast-iron pipes, road- 
werk for mains, and land will have depreciated but very slightly in 
25 years, and if Parliament has safely been able to grant 60 years 
to gas and water undertakings for their pipe lines, reservoirs, &c.— 
subjected as they are to much more serious depreciating action than 
those I have enumerated—I say that we have every right to take 
this extended period as the natural life of those portions of our 
undertakings. I do not want to argue from false premises, as а 
critio might say tbat one has no right to assume that the 60 years 
for gas and water undertakings is a legitimate period; but basing 
ones estimate of the life of these items from other engineering 
sources within one's experience, I cannot come (nor, I am sure, cau 
anyone else) to any other conclusion. Under the Public Health 
Act, 60 years ia the maximum period allowable. In 1901 a table 
was laid before the Association by Mr. Newington, of Edinburgh, 
in which the life of all the details of a representative electrical 
undertaking was set forth, and this received the unanimous support 
of the Council. That table made ont that, at avy rate, the equated 
life was well over 30 years. I have most carefully applied the like 
reasoning to several undertakings in very great detail (including 
that of which I am chief officer), and I cannot make the figure less 
than 42°8 years. I presume that the shareholders of electrical 
companies will expect to get this life from their own undertakings 
—in fact there are companies which have been in existence for very 
nearly half this period already and show very little signs of col- 
lapse: on the contrary, they become more remunerative each 
succeeding year. | 

Clause 52 of the model provisional order sets forth that under- 
takers may set aside annually from their profits a reserve fund up 
to a limit of 10 per cent. of the aggregate capital expenditure, and 
also that when the surplus in any year exceeds 5 per cent. it shall 
be compulsory upon the undertakers to make a reduction to their 
customers. I suggest that a better system of finance would result 
from the following #mended regulations :— 

All municipal electrical undertakings should be granted a period 
of 42 years for the repayment of loans. Each application for a loan 
should be subjected to an inquiry of the Board of Trade so as to 
ensure that respectable schemes only were submitted, and it should 
be compulsory upon the municipal authority to set aside an addi- 
tional sum (over and above the sinking fund thereby entailed) of 
1j per cent. of the value of the capital expenditure commencing not 
later than two years after such expenditure had been made, to form 
a depreciation fund. If the gross profits of the undertaking were 
unable to meet this liability, then the deficiency to be met from the 
local rate, as at present; or, if the deficiency continue for more 
than a given period, the cbarges for energy supplied to be raised so 
за to meet the deficiency. Now, tle capital charges on an un- 
dertaking taken at 42 years and with 34 per cent. interest will 
amount to £4 17s. 6d. per cent.; and upon the same basis for 25 
years, amount to £6 8s. 7d. per cent, showing a saving of £l 
11s. ld. per cent. per annum, against which has to be set the 1j 
per cent. for the depreciation fund. As an example, take the 
expenditure on the electrical undertaking of this town. Oar 
capital expenditure to date is £224,000, and our average capital 
expenditure for the last twelve months was £211,600. The accu- 
mulated sinking fund paid out of gross profit is £20,073, which 
amounts to practically 10 per cent. of the average capital out- 
lay. We have no depreciation fund in addition to this amount, 
although we have a small reserve fund, and intend, of course, to 
add to this fund when we can. If the conditions which I suggest 
had existed from the first we should have had about £10,500 in the 
sinking fund, and £9,600 in the depreciation fund, representing 44 
per cent. on the average capital outlay. I assert that this would 
have been a sounder financial position than the present. A sink- 
ing fund is an absolutely inflexible sam which cannot be appro- 
priated for any other purpose, of course, than the cancellation of 
the original debt, but electrical undertakings require something 
over and above this—a fund from which sums can be taken from 
time to time to make good any shorter-lived and worn-out plant. 

It has always been argued that the 21 years’ life which was 
given to company undertakings by the Act of 1882 (after which 
period municipalities could buy an undertakicg at its then value) 
was an insufficient period for the use of the shareholders’ money, 
and that the proper thing was done when Parliament (Sec. 9, 
Electric Lighting Act, 1888) increased this period to 42 years. 


What then do we fiud these companies doing, controlled as they are 


by most able financial and engineering experts? They are 
content to form a depreciation and reserve fund which amounts 
to something like, and, so far as I am aware, often much less 
than, 10 per cent. of the capital outlay. Presumably, therefore, 
this must be considered a sound position, otherwise companies 
could never have the stability which they enjoy. As this is true 
of company undertakings, what logic or reason is there in refus- 
ing to give municipalities precisely the ваше privileges; or why 
should municipalities pay more than companies? Both will have 
enjoyed 42 years’ use of the original capital, and will be, as a 
result of their trading, able to re-enter on their obligations to 
their consumers. 

I want fo see municipalities placed on a par with admittedly 
well regulated companies, and I believe that the extended 
period of repayment, the compulsory formation of a depreciation 
fund in addition to this éxtended sinking fund, and an inquiry 
upon each loan by a properly constituted section of the Board 
of Trade composed of a few electrical experts, would prove a 
panacea for the present evils. It would have the effect, further, of 
bringing all the present anomalies into alignment, and it would 
enable municipally-controlled undertakings to be governed on 
tboroughly sound financial lines, 

The далуы Government, has just authorised the formation of a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the whole question of municipal 


trading. I do earnestly hope for the good of municipal electricity, 
and for the whole electrical industry at large, that vigorous action 
will be taken by the Association of Municipal Corporations, and by 
ourselves, backed up, I hope, by the loyal cc-operation of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers and the electrical press, to 
attain this end. This may be Utopian, but I have faith in the 
common sense and justice of these bodies, and I believe that this 
item—which I consider to be the most important on our costs sheet 
to-day—can be thus more fairly apportioned among the present and 
succeeding generations. 

Another point on which I wish to speak is the tendency of many 
municipalities to allow tried and capable officials to leave their ser- 
vice at a critical time in the development of their systems. I 
think it wise that a municipality should engage an independent 
expert engineer to launch the undertaking and to assist in the 
selection of a capable chief officer. This officer being appointed, 
will then seriously consider local conditions, and if he is worth any- 
thing at all will devote his energy to the proper and careful deve- 
lopment of the work entrusted to him. But being young and 
ambitious he will be naturally allured to another town offering a 
wider field and a bigger salary, and I have known men who have 
been allowed to leave because their councils have been niggardly, 
and have declined to increase salaries which were entirely dispro- 
portionate to their serious responsibilities. One does not hear of 
the like changes on the staffs of the larger companies. A change 
of management in such a case must affect, temporarily, the progress 
and development of the system, for it takes time for a new man 
—however capable—to acquire a thorough knowledge of local con- 
ditions, and even a slight change of policy may cost the muni- 
cipality a great deal of money. Councils, I think, want to form 
an idea of the depreciation of the engineers, the wear and tear on 
whom is a really serious factor, for the responsibility of elec- 
trical supply undertakings is a very heavy strain. I think more 
encouragement is required tq be given to officials of proved 
efficiency. 

There is a tendency to attempt to make engineers, who are 
responsible for the selection of contracts, stray from their strict 
sense of duty by offering, directly or indirectly, some inducement 
to them to become biassed in favour of some particular plant. We 
have maintained an excellent record for purity of conduct, and the 
result is that, young men as we all are, we have earned the respect 
and confidence of our Councils, which it must be our endeavour to 
retain. 

There are many questions which must give rise to anxious 
thought: the progress of gas engines and the production of high 
calorific gas; the improvement of the steam turbine ; the probable 
economies in methods of electrical illumination ; the increasingly 
greater scope of electrical applications; all present material for 
judgment in forecasting their influence upon future extensions. One 
wishes that more progress could be made with electrical storage, as an 
efficient battery would very materially alter the problem of electrical 
supply. 

Luncerdly hope that the Sunderland and District Convention will 
be a means of widening our knowledge, and, together with the 
hospitality and assistance which I know isto be given to the Associa- 
tion by the Corporations whose towns we shall visit, will be productive 
of much real good. | 


PROVISIONAL ORDERS, 1903. 


Tum report of the Board of Trade respecting applications for 
lighting orders in the present session has been issued and contains 
geveral pointe of interest. Powers having been already granted for 
most of the large towne, the promotions are now restricted to the 
smaller communities, and are less numerous than in former years. 

The total number of provisional orders applied for ie 53, several 
of which are for extension of areas where supply works already 
exist. The orders granted were promoted by 32 local authorities 
and 20 companies. Among the applications of interest, as marking 
the policy of the Board of Trade, may be mentioned the 
following :— 

The Urban District Council of Bedwellty, a South Wales district, 
applied for powers, evidently against the wishes of the ratepayers. 
Representations haviog been made to the Board of Trade, they 
held a local inquiry, and after considering all the circumstances of 
the case, refused to grant the order. 

As we have frequently pointed out, all these useless expenses 
and proceedings would be avoided if the consent of the ratepayers 
were obtained as а condition precedent itefore memorialising the 
Board of Trade to grant an order. 

A similar case occurred with the town of Caerphilly—another 
district of South Wales—where municipal in electricity 
supply appears to be also objected to, and this application was 
dealt with in the same way, and the order refused. 

Another case from the same county (Glamorgan), met with a 
similar fate, the Rural District Council of Llantrisant and Llantwit 
Fardre, having applied to the Board of Trade, who refused to grant 
the order after a local inquiry. 

In several cases the consent of the local authorities has been 
dispensed with, and special reports made by the Board of Trade to 
Parliament; this occurred with companies’ applications for 
Kilmalcolm, Sandwich, Walmer, Stone, Swanscombe, and Wilmslow. 

On the other hand, the applications were refused in the cases of 
Chipping Norton, Dorking and Londonderry. 

Within the County of London there were only two applications 
in the present session, and in both cases the action of the Board of 
Trade appears to have been influenced by the question of com- 
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petition in supply. In one case—that of Bermondsey —the Borough 
Council applied for an order which was refused by the Board of 
Trade, tbere being two companies already authorised to supply 
electricity 1n the area applied for. The other metropolitan case 18 
that of Camoerwell, where the Borough Council consented to the 
gravt of an order tothe London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.; 
but the Board cf Trade, baving regard to all the circumstances, 
refused the order, adding the significant remark that, if they had 
granted it, Parliament would not have assented to it. 

In several cases, as we have mentioned, the orders are for ex- 
tending tbe areas of supply under former orders. The cases in 
questicn include additions to tbe districts of the Osmbridge 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., the Isle of Wight Electric Light and 
Power Co, Ltd., the Leatrerbead and District Electricity Co., Ltd., 
the €. rporation of Stafford, the Tadcaster Electricity Co., Ltd., tbe 
Uxbri ze and District Electric Supply Co, Ltd., and the Wimble- 
don Urban District Council, Tbe order for Sevenoaks replaces une 
granted in 1900 and revoked. It will thus be seen that the actual 
number of new undertakings is even less than the figures of the 
return indicate. 

Since the date «f the last report deeds of transfer have been 
approved by the Board of Trade in respect of Hindhea!l, Leather- 
hrad and Slcogh, all transferred by the local authorities to com- 
paries, and the Warwick order, which was granted fo one company 
18 Dow trausferred to another. | 

The New Ekctric Lighting Bill recently introduced into the 
House of Lords by the Board of Trade will not be proceeded with 
in the present session, but the indications it gives of the future 
policy of the Department will be of great value. 


INTERNATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION 
CONGRESS. 


Ox Wednesday, July 8th inst., two papers were read before the 
Bection dealing with electrical safeguards and fire alarms, by Mr. 
Alex. Siemens on “ Safety and Control Arrangements for Fire 
Alarms," and by Mr. G. H. Oatway on The Necessity for Auto- 
matic Fire Alarm» with Direct Brigade Communication." 

Mr. Siemens's paper recalled the system of telegraphic alarms 
devised by Dr. Werner von Siemens more than 50 years ago, which 
has bien widely adopted in various forn в for street alarm services. 
Briefly described, the various alarm stations are grouped in circuits, 
each of which includes a Morse reccrding instrument st tbe fire 
station. Telephones аз d Morse keys can be added at the alarm 
stations if desired. Four control purpores a constant current is 
employed, ss also are metallic circuits without carth connections. 
On an alarm being given a wheel actuated by clockwork is set in 
motion. 

The variously shaped projections on the wheel, which vary in 
each alarm pillar, bresk and make the circuit and produce distinctive 
signals in the fire station, in which also a bellis rung, wben the 
current ceases to be constant. Asa preceution against faults in the 
circuit, a milli-ampere meter ів inserted, which should give а steady 
indication. Iu a fire station from which several circuits go out, 
another meaturing and detecting instrument is provided for tbe 
purpose of locating any leakage of sufficient magnitude. If such 
existed, the atte: dant would be warned by a bell attached to the 
apparatus. When a fault bas been detected, it can be located by 
any ordinary method. With a view to preventing simultaneous 
signale from two alarm stations, the clockworks in the alarms are 
controlled by electrc-magnets which prevent or delay its working 
when no current or intermittent currents are passing in circuit, во 
that wben one siynal is completed, a second one from another 
poiat in automatically sent on and recorded at the fire station. 
Mr. Siemens further discussed the protection of such circuits 
from lighti. ii g or from accidental contacte with high-tension lines, 
by means cf vacuum lightning discharyers and fuses. 

In the shurt discussion which followed, it was mentioned tbat if 
оре fault occurred before anotber was repaired, it would result in 
some of the boxes being temporarily cot off; at the same time the 
system has been in successful operation for 19 years in Dunedin, New 
Zealand, with a elight addition of visual indicators on the alarm 
boxes, to show that they are in working order. The system is 
being adopted in several German towns since the recent fire 
exhibition at Berlin called attention to its merits. 

Mr. G. H. Oatway's paper dealt more particularly with tbe argu- 
ments in favcur of some automatic indication direct to the brigade 
station from the block of buildings or from the particular room 
affected in case of fire. He pointed out the shortcomings of street 
alarm systeme, in that the brigade were ignorant of the exact loca- 
tion cr extent of tbe fire, and he strongly emphasised, what will be 
apparent to all, the necessity fur an early call. 

The paper gave some interesting figures, from which it appears 
tbat the Glasgow Fire Brigade bad during 1902 716 fires, involving 
a loss of £189 000; of this amount 40 per cent. is accounted for by 
three fires and 73 per cent.. by 10 fires. Glasgow possesses one of 
the best street alarm systems in the kingdom. 

After tracing at some length the history of the evolution of the 
fire alarm since a.D. 1625, Mr. Oatway comes to the present day 
systems, and enumerates the functions of a perfect alarm. The 
functions which would meet with the approval of quite 99 out of 
every 100 brigade experts in an automatic fire alarm system were :— 

(a) To detect the fire at a uniformly early period under all atmo- 
spheric or industrial conditions ; 


(b) To give the alarm upon the premises, and simultaneously to 
the brigade by a definite and unmistakable message ; and 

(c) To facilitate the work of extinction by indicating the exact 
position of the outbreak in the building attacked. 

The first of these functions—the root or foundation of the whole— 
is the one which proved so generally fatal to the legion of devices 
which the nineteenth century produced. His own experiments with 
thermometers and fuses were disappointing, and in order to get over 
the disability referred to, he fell back upon the principle of com- 
pensation, and the compensator which forms one of the two principal 
parts of the detector employed in the May-Oatway system, by its 
own expansion or contraction, automatically maintains the uni- 
formity of the rise necessary to produce the alarm under any and 
every working condition. The detector consists of a steel rod of 
rather unusual form and cross-section, to which a copper wire 7 ft. in 
length is attached ; and at the centre of the combination & contact 
tube holding the carbon bridging piece is placed. The latter is 
suspended by a ailver chain to tbe detecting wire, and is beld at a 
dietance above two piatiuum terminals attached to the steel rod. 
The distance between the two is determined by the margin of rise 
set for the alarm. This, in practice, is usually 25° F. The object 
of yoking the detecting wire to the compensator is that the expan- 
sion cf the one may equal the expansion of the other so long as the 
heat rise is the comparatively gradual one due to gas light, the 
radiators, or other normal causes. "The degree o? elongation differs 
slightly in ex'ent, it is not a mathematical fixture, but tbe approxi- 
mation is so close that the pair is a good one for all working 
purposes, and the absolute immunity from false alarms and the ability 
to respond to a satisfactory heat test at any time, establish the 
valne of this combination beyond all doubt. 

One feature of the automatic fire alarm system upon which all 
authorities agree is tbe necessity for systematic and detailed 
testing, and this detector can be tested by heat, or mechanically by 
litting atest weight which lowers the bridging piece, and establishes 
or breaks contact just as is required by the open or closed circuit 
employed in the case under review. As soon as the heat is with- 
drawn, or the testing weight released, the contacts return to their 
normal position. | . 

In regard to the second function, it is hardly necessary to say 
that the closed or open circuit immediately operates the relays 
which energise alarm gongs. These may be fixed in avy desired 
position. There are over 600 of these nerve centres in a large 
warehouse with which he had bad to deal,all yoked up to four 
position indicators, three of which repeat upon the master 
indicator; and this in turn controls and actuates tbe local alarms 
and telegraphs the central fire station. The method of calling is 
unique but simple. An automatic transmitter is used, and the code 
cipher it is intended to send is cut upon the peripbery of this disc. 
Bo long as the unindented edge of the disc is between the printing 
key and the printing point, there is no message; but so soon as the 
armature is pulled down by the current switched on by tbe 
automatic detector described, then away goes the disc, a legibly 
engraved shutter is dropped in the central fire station, and the 
code cipher is repeated four times, calling up the brigade. 

Tbe third function is the device which guides the fireman to his 
work. The details employed sre very simple. There are as many 
rows of isbutters as there are flats in the building, and as many 
shutters as there are rooms. As each room is affected its indicator 
is actuated, and thus the whole area of the fire, with the direction 
it is taking, if spreading, can be seen at a glance. 

In concluding the paper it is interesting to note that the great 
tariff companies now allow New Zealand property owners a sub- 
stantial rebate, as the result of five years’ successful practice in the 
colony. 

A majority of the meeting found themselves fully in agreement 
with Mr. Oatway in the use of auto-alarms, and their extensive use 
in the States was pointed out. 

Mr. Segundo pointed out that the Fire Brigade cost about double 
per head of population in London compared to other large pro- 
vincial towne, but the fire loss was also double. He advocated the 
use of injector bydrants in connection with tbe high pressure 
mains of the Hydraulic Power Co., laid. throughout London. 

On Thursday, the 9th inst, papers were read by Mr. E. C. 
de Segundo, on Electric Wiring and Fire Risks,“ and by Mr. 
Alfred Hands, on “Necessary Practice] Safeguards against Fires 
caused by Lightning.” The object of the former paper was to call 
attention to the importance of sound work in the wiring of build- 
ings for electric light and power. 

Experience has shown that a building lighted by electricity 
enjoys complete immunity from risk of fire, provided always that 
the erection of the wires and ‘ittings bas been carried out in a 
sound, workmanlike manner, but tbat the keen competition amongst 
electric wiring firme, owing to the short-sighted policy of the 
owners of buildings who are apt to think more of first cost than of 
possible subsequent outlays, has acted as a powerful stimulant to 
“ jerry " wiring. 

It was foreseen at an early date that one of the chief obstacles in 
the way of the popularisation of the electric light would be the cost 
of installation of the neces:ary wires and fittings, and a reduction 
in this item is quite as neccssary as a reduction in price, and for 
this reason large numbers of consumers nuder-estimate the value of 
insurance companies’ and other rules. From personal experience 
he pleaded for a higher standard than tht which would satisfy the 
fire insurance companies’ surveyors. 

The paper then briefly points out the more important points to be 
watched :— 

1. The means adopted for insalating the wires 

2. Tbe means adopted to prevent mechanical injury to the insula- 
tion of the wires. 

3. The sub-division of the main circuit and the proportionment 
of the sise of the conductor to the work it has to do. 
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4. The means adopted to guard against accidental overloading of 
tbe conductor. 

5. The nature of the joints made in the conductors (if possible, 
no joints should be permitted between the terminale of the various 
pieces of apparatus involved). 

6. The design of the fittings with special reference to ease in 
wiring without injury to the conductor. 

7. Tbe method of manufacture and erection of fittiogs and acces- 
sory apparatus (switches, fuses, &c.). 

8. The general scheme of wiring and metbod of fixing in place 
wires, casing, or tubing, &c., and main and accessory fittings, so as 
to avoid the danger arising from proximity to gas and water pipes 
and ironwork of all kinds. 

The autbor then briefly referred to tbe conducting and sectional 
area of conductors, and the principle of '' fusing " circuits, the pro- 
tection afforded by their use Leng ofa relative character. For 
eafety against risk of fire one must depend entirely upon the means 
adopted for keeping the electric current within its designed spbere 
of action, and this includes (1) the insulation on the wire; (2) the 
means adopted to guard against mecbanieal injury and damp. 

For such wires as we are desling with, the material hitherto 
used as insulation has been mostly rubber. Some so-called rubber 
insulation taken from electric cables has been fouud to contain less 
than 20 per cent. of rubber. Up to the present nothing has been 
found to touch best quality rubber specially prepared to resist 
the oxidising action of the atmospbere, and the deleterious 
influence of any rise in temperature of the conductor. Damp 
is most insidious in ite action, аза every effort should be exerted 
= every means adopted to safeguard the installation from ite evil 

ecte. 

Unfortunately, gutta-percha, on account of its extreme sensitive- 
ness to the oxidising action of the atmosphere and to the action of 
moisture and light; and because of its softness and plasticity at a 
temperature only sligbtly elevated above normal is useless for wiring 
houses. It is possible, however, that before long a new form of 
insulator may be introduced upon the English market, which, while 
poeseesing all the useful properties of gutta-percha, is practically 
indifferent to the action of light and air, and is very much harder 
than gutta-percha. Large quantities ot wires ineulated with this 
— have already been used on the Continent with excellent 
resulte. 

The autbor then dealt briefly with the mecbanical protection of 
wires. The ideal metbod, he taid, was to ure nothing but the highest 
class valcanieed or other suitable rubber insulation, with some 
suitable form of mechanical prote:tion in the way of braiding 
merely to protect the wire from injury during its passage from the 
factory to the place at which it was to be erected, and to enclose the 
wires in a continuous system of cold drawn steel tubes specially 
eelected for smootbness of bore, with joint boxes inserted at all 
points necessa: y to enable the drawing-in of the wires to be carried 
out without inj ry to their protective covering and to facilitate 


inspection, wiigdrawal of any wires fur the purpose, if need be, 


of increasing their візе, &c., tbe whole system uf steel tube and 
joint boxes being connected to earth. Soch an installation con- 
stituted the best means of securing immunity from fire due to elec- 
trical causes, 

In the short discussion which followed, Mr. Broadbent disagreed 
with the suggestion to use iron conduits, which he thought led to 
greater possibility of fire than ordinary wood casing. He insta: с: 
numerous cases of fire caused through accidental contact aod shurt 
circuits in fittings, &c. 

Other speakers considered that steel conduit systems were the best, 
and it was suggested that more complete inspections of installations 
were necessary. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


м 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written en one sida of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, £c., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by а duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. ] 


* BucxLEIGH ” writes: — We should be much obliged if you would 
give us some ioformation re an electric supply. 

In а certain town we have been asked by the Town Council to 
supply the current for street ligbtiny. This will be decided by the 
Council, and thus they will give us the contract. Can we start 
work at once. or have we, or have they, to get the sanction from the 
Board of Trade? Can we begin the work on tbe supply, as well as 
the private supply, without permission from the Board of Trade? 
We should use bare copper overhead two wires, 100 volts." 

„„ We canm ё see any reason why our correspondents ehould 
not furnish the supply in question. There is noibing in any of the 
E.ectric Ligbting Acts to prevent a private company from supplying 
electricity without the sanction of Parliament; tbe difficulty which 
uenally stands ia their way being opposition on the part of the 
local authority. In the present instance, however, it would seem 
that the local authority are consenting parties, and will give all 

way leaves. 

With regard tu the Board of Trade regulations, it isto be observed 
that wh. re electricity is supplied otherwise tban under the terms of 
& provision: | order, there are certain rules which have to be obeyed. 
To state what rules pertain to the works, which our correspondents 
are about to un , would occupy too much space; but we 
should recommend them to procure a copy of the rules which may 


be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, London, E.C., for а 
few pence. The rules state the requirements of the Board of Trade 
in the clearest posaible manner. So long as these rules are obeerved, 
the Board of Trade are not likely to raise any objection either to 
the supply for street lamps or for private consumers As a measure 
of precaution we should recommend that the plans be laid before 
the Board before the work is commenced. 


P d 


" ASSISTANT ENGINEER ” writes:—'' A certain Corporation bas, for 
some years, supplied a consumer at 100 volts pressure, the consumer 
aiso having a private supply at 100 volte, with change-over switch- 
gear for use on the town's mains after the main engines are shut 
dowa. Can tbe Corporation compel this consumer to cbange-over 
to 200 volts pressure. This will necessitate the consumer having 
his machine re-wound for 200 volts or trusting entirely to his 
private supply. I may mention tbat the only reason the consumer is 
connected to the Corporation mains is that at night with, eay, 20 or 
30 lights burning, it would be rather expensive to have his 40-K W. 
set running specially for these few lights. Now the point I wish 
to get at is this, Can the Corporation compel this consumer to 
change over? If they can do so, who pays the necessary expense? " 

„ The question of changing-over is one which bas given rise 
to considerable difficulty. In the first place it should be observed 
that under the existing law relating to electric lighting it is quite 
competent for any consumer to bave his own plant, and to avail 
himself of the public supply when he chooees. The Corporation 
from which Assistant Engineer " takes bis supply have, therefore, 
no right to object to the course which be has adopted. The regula- 
tions with regard їо standard pressure have undergone certain 
important modifications during recent years. Formerly, the 
standard pressure having been fixed by the undertakers, no change 
could be made in the pressure of the supply to any premises which 
at the date of the regulations were supplied with energy by the 
undertakers except with the consent of the consumer. 

The standard pressure cannot now be altered except by permie- 
sion of the local authority, and upon the terms and conditions 
imposed by the local authority ; but by a regulation made in 1901, 
if the consumer withholds his consent to auy change which the 
undertakers pro to make in accordance with the regulations of 
the local authority, or to pay the reasonable cost of, and incidental 
to, the change, the undertakers may appeal to the Board of Trade, 
and that Board may, if they think fit, give their consent to the 

change on such terms and conditions as they impose, and tbe cor- 
sent of the Board so given shall, for tbe purpose of this regulation, 
have the same effect as the consent of the consumer. It will thus 
be seen that if a con+umer persistently refuses to change over,” 
he may be compelled to do во in certain circumstances. It is por- 
sible that if the matter were to go to arbitration, эв generally 
happens where there is a dispute, the fact that the consumer would 
bave to change his own private generator would be taken into cor- 
е We do not know whether the question bas ever been 
decided. ` 


REGENERATIVE TRAMCAR CONTROL. 


Омрев the auspices of the British Electric Traction Co., а 
demonstration of the regenerative system of trumcgr control 
was given on July 9th on the Devonport and District Tram- 
ways. This is a very hilly and difficult system, and one 
that includes many strep gradients and difficult corners, 
with only a very small proportion approximating to a level 
track. It is, therefore, one upon which any advantages 
possessed by such a system shou'd be brought prominently 
into view. 

The car ured for the demonstration was an ordinary 
single-truck double-deck car, which was taken from regular 
service some five or six months ago, and fitted with the 
experimental apparatus, the existing motors being used, with 
modified field windings, and an entirely new type of 
controller. 

Though a diagram of connections cannot be given, the 
system may be generally described as consisting of two 
25-H.P. motors, sbunt- excited for general running purposes, 
and provided with series windings for emergency use. The 
motors are coupled in series, the armatures and a regulating 
rheostat forming one circuit, and the shunt windings, 
togetber with a regulating rheostat, forming tbe other. 
To start the car, the first operation is to close the shunt 
circuit through the whole resistance, cutting the latter out 
in steps until the fields are fully excited: with the shunt 
regulator iu tbis position, the armature circuit may be 
closed und speed regulation obtained on the main rheostat 
up to about two miles per hour. Speeds greater than this 
are obtained by reducing the shunt excitation. 

The controllers, as arranged, do not provide for any reversal 
of the car; should it be necessary to run backwards, the 
driver must change ends. K 
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When descending gradients, the motors act as shunt 

excited generators, returning power to the line, the speed of 

the car being under the control of the driver to the same 
extent as when ascending. 

This return current, as shown upon recorder sheets taken 
during previous trial trips, rises to as much as from 40 to 
45 amperes, with kicks up to 60 amperes, produced when 
rapid stops are made. 

It is also claimed for the system that, in climbing hills, 
the current taken from the trolley line is less at the same 
speed than with series-parallel control. 

Should the trolley leave the overhead wire, or the power 
supply to the trolley line fail, the motors would at once lose 
their excitation, and therefore fail to retard the car on a 
downward gradient ; to meet this contingency, an automatic 
switch is provided, controlled by the current passing through 
the shunt circuit, which, on the shunt current failing, intro- 
duces the series windings together with resistances through 
which the motors are short-circuited. They then act as an 
ordinary emergency brake, with motors coupled in series. 
The controller is also provided with an emergency stop 
handle, to enable the series windings to be brought into use 
assisting the shunt windings. | 

After proceeding over the various routes, a stop was made 
at the car depót to inspect a second car, arranged on the 
same system, but with controllers so modified that a parallel 
arrangement of armatures can be obtained, with a con- 
sequent increase in the maximum speed obtainable. This 
car was not seen in operation, owing to some slight mishap 
in the nature of a short circuit that һай occurred in the 
early morning amongst the temporary connections. It was, 
however, stated that very satisfactory results had been 
obtained. 

After Juncheon, to which the guests were invited by Mr. 
J. S, Raworth (chairman of the B.E.T. Co.), he stated, 
amongst other explanatory remarks, that the results of trials 
made with two cará—one equipped with series-parallel 
control, and the other with the regenerative control—showed 
an average consumption over the whole of the routes of 
1°3 units per car-mile for the series-parallel car, and 1:0 unit 
for the car with regenerative control, a saving that, if 
realised in ordinary workiog, will be of great importance. 

He also drew attention to the fact that the rate of 
acceleration, though not so great as with the series-parallel 
control, was sufficient to enable the special car to keep to 
schedale times, and he made a comparison between the 
practice of a driver who on an ordinary car raced to the 
terminus in order to enjoy a quiet smoke, making-up for 
lost time by means of a “donkey gallop,” and that which 
he would be forced to adopt on a regenerative control car, 
with a fixed rate of acceleration and a maximum speed that 
could поффе exceeded whatever the gradient. 

The experimental cars have proved so successful that the 
company intends to fully equip the Devonport system with 
cars fitted with the new type of control. When the conver- 

' sion is complete, it is expected that a saving in cost of 
energy of £1,500 to £2,000 per annum will be made. 


THE ENGINEERING STANDARDS 
COMMITTEE. 


Tue work in which the electrical side of the Engineering 
Standards Committee is engaged, cannot fail to be of 
intereat to the readers of the ErnECTRICAL Review. To 
give more than a brief outline of the work at present in 
hand, would, obviously, be impossible. The scope of tbe 
work of the electrical section is enormous, entailing a great 
deal of serious labour, the result of which it is anticipated 
will have far-reaching effects, and will materially simplify 
and cheapen tbe manufacture of electrical machinery 
throughout this country. 

Besides the Electrical Plant Committee, there are at the 
present time, we are informed, several sub-committees sitting, 
the constitutions of which are given on the following page. 

A glance at these lists will show the extent to which the 
Government is supporting the work of the Engineering 
Standards Committee. It has officially appointed members 


to represent the different Government departments on 
the Main Electrical Plant Committee, and also on several 
of the Sub-Committees ; furthermore, the Treasury of his 
Majesty's Government has expressed its warm approval of 
tbe work, and has included in the Board of Trade Vote for 
1903—4, the sum of £3,000 towards the funds of the 
Engineering Standards Committee. We believe we are 
correct in saying this is the first time that the Government 
has accorded financial support to a practical movement of 
this nature, and we feel sure that the money of the tax- 
payers could not be applied to a worthier object, or to one 
which would tend more to promote the best interests of the 
trade of this country. 

The Main Electrical Plant Committee met in July, 1902, 
and decided to take evidence as to the advisability of 
standardising electrical plant. The evidence was divided up 
under the following heads :— | 

8 Physical standards. 

B) Mechanical}standards. 

(C) Telegraphs and Telepboaes. 

(D) Power. 

l. Generation and transformation. 

2. Transmission and distribution. 

3. Utilisation. 

(a) Light. 

(b) Traction. | 

(с) Fower. 

(d) Heat and electro-chemics. 


Several sittings were taken up in hearing tbis evidence, 
and the Committee then decided to form a number of sub- 
committees to deal with the different branches of the work. 
The first to be formed was the Sub-Committee on Generatore, 
Motors and Transformers, with Col. R. E. Crompton, C. B., 
as chairman. This Sub-Committee, we understand, has held 
a number of meetings, in consequence of which several cir- 
cular letters have been issued dealing with questions in the 
matter of standardising prime movers for electrical purposes, 
also proposals for standard voltages for continuous currents, 
&c. A Conference of Steam and Gas Engine Builders was 
held at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, which has 
been of material assistance to the Sub-Committee in the 
difficult task of making recommendations. 

In connection with this work a small Committee has been 
formed under the title of the “Sub-Committee on the 
Temperatures of Insulating Materials,“ oonsisting of Dr. 
Glazebrook (chairman), Col. H. C. L. Holden, R.A., Com- 
mander G. L. Sclater, R.N., Captain A. Н. Dumaresq, R.E., 
and Captain H. R. Sankey. Under Dr. Glazebrook’s direc- 
tion experiments are at present being carried out at the 
National Physical Laboratory to determine the limits of 
temperature that the insulating materials used in the con- 
etruction of electrical machinery will stand, and also 
the permissible rise in temperature in those materials. 
Experiments are also being carried out in order to ascertain 
the relation between temperature taken thermometrically and 
temperature taken by increase in resistance, Several large 
manufacturers have been asked to assist the work of the Sub- 
Committee by undertaking similar experiments at their own 
works. No definite recommendations as to permissible tem- 
perature rise in electrical machinery can of course be made 
until these experiments are completed. Weare informed that 
at the present time the Sub-Committee on Generators, Motors 
and Transformers has under its consideration the iesue of 
further circular letters, 

The Sub-Committee .on Telegraphs and Telephones, of 
which Mr. John Gavey, C.B., chief engineer of the General 
Post Office, is chairman, has not as yet held many 
meetings, but it is discussing at great length the ques- 
tion as to what units should be recommended in especi- 
fications for copper, bronze and iron wire. The standards 
for copper and other matters are being discussed by this Sub- 
Committee, but no definite conclusione, we believe, have as 
yet been come to. 

The Sub-Committee on Cables, of which Mr. Robert Kaye 
Gray, the President of the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers, is chairman, is discussing such matters as copper 
Standards, the issue of tables of conductors, &c., and is at 
present engaged in gathering information relating to 
conduits, 
progress in its work to be able to make any definite 
recommendations. 

Two other Sub-Committees are being organised, one to 


This Sub-Committee has not made sufficient, 
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deal with electrical tramways and electrical railways, the 
the chairman of which is Mr. A. P. Trotter, electrical 
adviser to the Board of Trade, the other to deal with central 
etatinn rules, including in its reference the standardisation 
of electrical fittings generally. The chairman of this Sub- 
Committee is Mr. C. H. Wordingham, electrical adviser to 
the Admiralty. 

This brief outline does not pretend to cover all the ground, 
but it will, we hope, serve to show the very responsible work 
in which the Engineering Standards Committee is engaged. 


ELECTRICAL PLANT CoMMtTT'*E. 


Sir William Preece, K.C.B. (chairman). 
L'ent.-Col. H. C. L. Holden, R.A. ; z 
Captain A. Н. Dumaresq, R E. } Representing the War Office. 
1 Nec. Sclater, RN. | Representing the Admiralty. 
Jotn Gavey, Esq., C.B, engineer-in-chief to the Post Office. 

A P. Trotter, Esq., representing the Board of Trade. 

Dr. R. T. Glazebrook, representing the National Pbysical 
Laboratory. 

Col В. E. Crompton, ОВ; Philip Dawson, E:q.; S. Z. 
de Ferranti, Esq. ; Robert Kaye Gray, Eeq.; Mark Robinson, Esq. ; 
R. Percy Sellon, Esq. ; Alex. Siemens, Esq. ; James Swinburne, Esq. ; 
C. H. Wordiogham, Esq. 


BCB CowwutTTHE ON GENERATORS, MoToRS AND TRANSFORMERS. 


Col. R. E. Crompton, C.B (chairman). 

Lieut.-Col. H. C. L. Holden, R.A. А 

Capt. А. Н. Dumaresq, R E. | Representing the War Office. 

D eR Slater, R.N. | Representing the Admiralty. 

Llewellyn Preece, Esq., representing the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies. 

Dr. В. T. Glazebrook, representing the National Physical 
Laboratory. 

B. H Autill, Esq. | Nominated by the Electrical Engineering 

W. B. Eson, Esq. Plant Manufacturers’ Association. 

A. C. Eborall, Esq.; S Z de Ferranti, Esq.; Robert Ham- 
moud, Esq.; Captain H. R. Saukey. 


Вов-Соммтттиє ON CABLES. 
R Kaye Gray, Esq. (chairman). 
Capt. A. Н. Dumaresq, R.E., representivg the War Office. 
L. J. Steele, Esq., representing the Admiralty. 
Р I. ewellyn Preece, Esq, representing the Crown Agents for the 
ol nies, 
Martin F. Roberts, Esq., representing the G.P.O. 
H. A. C. Saunders, Esq , representing the Eastern Telegraph Co. 
v. O. Callender, Esq. ; W. E. Gray, Esq. ; A. H. Howard, Esq. ; 
Alex. Siemens, Esq.; Н. A. Taylor, Eeq.; A. P. Trotter, Esq. ; 
C. H Wordingham, Esq. 
BUB-COMMITTEE ON TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 


John Gavey, Eq , C.B., (chairman). 
H. A. Kirk, representing the India Office. 
ll:wellyn Preece, Esq., representing the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies. 
H Hartnell, Eeq., representing the G.P.O. 
Frank Gill, Esq., representing the N.T. Co. 
J. Sayers, Esq. Nominated by the Railway Telegraph 
T. Ireland, Esq. ‘Superintendents and Electrical Engi- 
H. Jackson, Esq. neers' Conference. 
A. H. Howard, Esq. ; F. Jacob, Esq. 
SUB-COMMITTEE OM ErECTBIC TBAMWAYS. 
P. Trotter, Esq. (chairman). 
; Higginson, Esq. (R. W. Blackwell & Co.). 
. R. Hill, Esq. (British Westinghouse Co.). 
. H. Rider, Esq. (London County Council). 
. M. Sayers, Eeq (British Electric Traction Co.). 
. J. Steinitz, Esq. (Brush Electrical Engineering Co.). 
H. Walton, Esq. (British Tbomson-Houston Co.). 
. Rutherford, Esq. (Dick, Kerr & Co.). 
bilip Dawson, Esq. ; A. M. Billar, Esq.; R. H. Scotter, Esq. 


SUB-COMMITTEE ON CENTRAL STATION RULES. 
C. H. Wordingham, Esq. (chairman). 


S p S p Pat De 


у> 


CHLORINE SMELTING WITH ELEC- 
TROLYSIS. 


A РАРЕВ bearing the above title was read before the Faraday 
Society recently by Mr. J. Swinburne, vice-president, 
which describes the new method of working sulphide ores 
аб rated by Mr. Ashcroft and himself, Essentially the 
process consists in attacking any simple or mixed metallic 
sulphide in a etate of fusion with chlorine, whereby under 
suitable conditions sulphur is given off in the elemental con- 
d'tion, and is capable of condensation, while a simple or 
mixed chloride of the original metal or metals ia left. This 


chloride residue is then treated by chemical means, all its 


metallic constituents being eventually displaced by zinc: 


until the final zinc chloride is ready to be dissociated by 
igneous electrolysis, giving the chlorine required to open up 
a fresh quantity of ore. The method, accordingly, recovers 
all the ingredients of the mineral as elements, except the 
iron and manganese, which are obtained as their highest 
oxides ; the former being amenable to a process of furnacing 
to develop its colour and render it saleable as the pigment 
of an oxide paint, or being capable of reduction to yield 
really pure iron, if a market should be open for it. The 
only reagent needed is ziuc chloride, zinc itself, or hydro- 
chloric acid, as the case may be; and this only in quantity 
sufficient to make good a small chemical and mechanical 
loss. 

As applied to a complicated material such as lead zinc 
bluestone, or Broken Hill slime, the process runs as follows : 
— Тһе ore is crushed and introduced into a 10-ton trans- 
former, which is an iron vessel lined with fireclay somewhat 
resembling a blast furnace. At the base chlorine is led in 
through a carbon tuyere, the main gas pipes being of iron, 
because cold dry chlorine does not attack that metal. In the 
furnace an exothermic decomposition occurs, so that no 
artificial heating is necessary ; control of the temperature 
i$ obtained by feeding in the ore at the proper speed, 
and by building the furnace in such a fashion that ioss of 
heat by radiation, &c., balances the production of heat. 
Although there is a considerable margin allowable, the 
temperature in the transformer must be maintained within 
certain limits; because if the heat is insufficient, sulphur 
chloride may be formed (which means wastage of chlorine 
and of sulphur), while if the heat is too great some of the 
metallic chlorides may distil over with the sulphur. By 
means of a chimney, the vaporised sulphur is drawn through 
a condensing chamber, where it is deposited as a solid, while 
the chlorine is pumped in at a pressure of 10 or 15 lbs. per 
square inch. An excess of ore is always kept in the con- 
verter to the end of the operation ; and when, after stopping 
the supply, brown fumes of ferric chloride appear, these are 
by-passed round the sulphur chamber. The ore melts, and 
the gangue separates, usually floating ; finally the charge is 
run out and allowed to cool. As already mentioned, the 
further treatment of the melt depends upon its complexity ; 
but in the present case where it consists of the chlorides of 
lead, zinc, iron, manganese, copper and silver, together with 
gangue, it is run into water and filter-pressed, the solution 
being as concentrated as the cloths will bear. In the press 
remain the gangue and the lead and silver chlorides ; the 
former is separated, and the latter fused with lead to extract 
the silver and any gold, then with zinc which throws out the 
lead, leaving anhydrous zinc chloride ready for electrolysis. 
The filtrate is treated with spongy copper to precipitate any 
lead and silver in solution; with zinc to throw out the 
copper; with chlorine to convert the iron into the ferric 
state, whence it is precipitated as hydroxide with zinc oxide ; 
and finally with more chlorine and more zinc oxide to throw 
down manganese peroxide. Thus an aqueous solution of 
pure zinc chloride is left, which is cautiously evaporated to 
dryness and the residue fused. The evaporation takes place 
at atmospheric pressure, so that a little basic chloride of zinc 
is produced ; but this is decomposed electrolytically in open 
vats where cheap anodes are used before the bulk of the pure 
chloride is dissociated. The fused zinc chloride derived from 
the lead substitution (cf. an/e) is then incorporated with the 
rest of this salt, and the whole is electrolysed with a current 
of about four volts in closed vessels internally heated, which 
are kept under a slightly diminished atmospheric pressure 
to prevent loss of chlorine. The cells are of iron lined 
with firebrick; but as the latter is porous, they are practi- 
cally vessels lined with solidified zinc chloride. Any leakage 
may lead to the introduction of air, but the temperature is 
too low for the oxygen to attack the carton anodes. The 
temperature is kept below the point at which zinc tume is 
evolved. A pressure of 4 volts suffices for the heating as well 
as for the electrolysis in a 8,000-ampere vat, and this includes 
the preliminary treatment of the oxychloride; at 10,000 
amperes, 3 volts should suffice. The current efficiency is 
practically unity. Chlorine cannot be wasted in quantity 
during the process because of its offensive odour, and the 
only loss comes through a small proportion of oxychloride 
in the ferric hydroxide, and through imperfect collection of 
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the hydrochloric acid formed on evaporating the zinc chloride 
solution. | | 

The cost of working the process is roughly 30s. per ton of 
ore over and above the electrical energy. The chlorine pro- 
bably costs about 1s. per ton for every 1 per cent. wasted, 
but, thia is included in the estimate. The total coste thus 
become the cost of the ore delivered plus 30s. per ton for 
treatment plus 5 per cent. for unavoidable waste. To this 
must be added the energy. If steam-electricity cost 0°25 
per KW.-hour, the cost per unit of metal in the ore is as 
follows:—Antimony, 10d.; copper, 4°2d.; lead, (de- 
silverised), 2°6d.; nickel, 9d.; tin, 9d.; zinc, 8°2d.; the 
silver and gold being neglected. As aM the metals are 
recovered, the value of the products can be calculated from 
the composition of the mineral, omitting the iron and 
manganese, and allowing for two-thirds of the sulphur only. 

Of other metals which may be present, antimony is easily 
extracted as brown sulphide or as oxide, preferably the 
latter; it can also be won as а regulus by reduction. 
Arsenic bebaves similarly, its chloride being readily obtained. 
Metallic arsenides are amenable to the process. Bismuth 
would present no difficulty, falling ont of solution as oxy- 
chloride. Cobalt would be recovered as oxide; in presence 
of nickel, the nickel, cobalt, iron, and perhaps manganese 
mnust be separated in the wet way. Copper comes out as 
cuprous chloride, which is solnble in the other chlorides; it 
ix deposited as cement copper by zinc, not iron. Silver 
comes ont as а rich lead alloy. From copper ores it is pre- 
cipitated by cement copper from u solution. or it may be 
thrown down by the Claudet method. Gold accompanies 
the silver. Tin works normally. | 
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By d. HOOGHWINKEL, M.LE.E. , 


Wrrx large power and electric railway schemes under con- 
sideration, and the question of the electrification of mining 
plant in this country now being investigated by a Special 
Committee, alternating machinery in general, and E igh- 
tension alternators, will, no doubt, be studied and manu- 
factured on a larger scale than has been the case up to the 
present. mE VM 

One of the principal drawbacks of this kind of machinery 
has always been the power-factor, with its troubles of 
regulation and paralleling, and the impossibility of com- 
pounding the alternators so as to allow not only for the non- 
inductive, but. also for the inductive drop in voltage. 
Another disadvantage is the necessity of a separate excitation. 
A few years ago, however, the General Electric Co. of 
America (Mr. Steinmetz) constructed compensated revolving- 
field alternators which were self-exciting. The arrangement 
consisted in a continuous-current wound armature and 
collector, fixed between the field -poles and the slip-rings of 
the alternator, which had the same number of poles. as the 
direct-current armature. | | | 

The connections between the two armatures were such 
that the polarity induced in the exciter armature was some- 
what ahead of the exciter field magnetisation. Whenever 
the main current increased, the current passing through the 


exciter armature etrengthened the exciter field, and thus the 


generator field. If, on inductive load, the current lagged, 
the magnetisation produced by the alternating current in the 
exciter armature came more in phase with the exciter field 
mugnetisation, thus strengthening the fild more on an 
inductive load than with a non-inductive load. The 
alternating current used in the exciter armature was first 
transformed down to 75 volts. 

This arrangement was complicated, and had several dis- 
advantages, and I do not think many machines of this type 
have been actually built. 

The same shortcomings in the generators apply to the 
synchronous motors. 
over-excitation of the synchronous motor to reduce cos ф to 
1, but this is only possible with a certain load, and has to be 
segulated when the load varies. | 


In this case, however, it is possible by 


These disadvantages connected with the present three- 
phase plant have more or less retarded the general intro- 
duction of three-phase systems, and iu may, therefore, be 
advantageous to eonsider a type of three-phase plant which, 
in the writer's opinion, will be the future type for power and 
even railway and tramway schemes, in connection with steam 
turbines as prime movers. "This bas very ably been pointed 
ont by Mr. Eborall already, but I believe some particulars 
regarding the advantages and general construction of these 
machines will be welcomed by many engineers, as none have 
yet been manufactured in this country. 

It is well known that the asynchronous three-phase motor, 
especially of the squirrel-cage type, is much easier to manu- 
facture, cheaper, and simpler to work, than any other motor 
on the market. This is, in fact, the ideal type of machinery 
to be used, both as generator and motor, and the honour of 
applying this simple principle to the construction of com- 
pensated and compounded asynchronous plant belongs largely 
to Mr. Alexander Heyland, althoagh Mr. Leblanc in 1900 
mentioned the possibility of paralleling a number of asyn- 
chronous generators with one synchronous generator, the 
latter in order to supply the wattless current necessary for 
the excitation of the asyrchronous generators. The syn- 
chronous machine, however, should be at least 50 per cent.. 
of the total capacity installed, and therefore this arrangement 
is out of the question. Mr. Leblanc aleo proposed to do 
away with this large synchronous machine, and to provide 
each asynchronous machine with a small rotary to supply 
the wattless magnetising current. This rotary, however, is 
much more complicated than an ordinary exciter. 

It may be useful, before describing these asynchronous 
generators, to shortly point out the difference between the 
synchronous and asynchronous machines. The difference 
is evident when the machines are loaded. The slip with the 
asynchronous motor, and the drop in speed which resulta, 
are represented by the additional excitation with the 
synchronous machine. 

The excitation of an asynchronous motor remains more or 
leas constant at variable loads (excepting as regards field 
leakage and slip), but must be strengthened proportionally 
to the load with a synchronous motor. n 

The field leakage of an asynchronous motor is far less 
than with a synchronous motor. А squirrel-cage rotor is a 
much better bearer for a magnetic field than the revolving 
poles of a synchronous machine. Also the transmission of 
the power from stator to rotor is much more efficient (purely 
electrical) in an asynchronous motor ; there is no distortion 
of the field (which necessitates more excitation). 

It is now clear that if we generate the exciting current in 
the rotor, just as with a synchronous machine, this com- 
pensated asynchronous machine will be superior to the 
ordinary synchronous machine, on all points where the 
ordinary asynchronous machine is superior to the synchronous 
machine. ' 

We are, therefore, able to select much more advantageous 
modes of construction than we could hitherto. Instead of 
the narrow machines of large diameter, we are able to adopt 
broad and better mechanical designs of smaller diameter 
with few slots per pole, using former-wound coils, without 
fearing excessive leakage. In general we may say that these 
modern machines will be smaller and easier to construct, 
giving a higher output for the same expenditure. 

The advantages of a compounded and self-exciting asyn- 
chronous alternator may be enumerated as follows :— 

1. No difficulties whatever in paralleling. 

2. They give a steady voltage at the motors on a variable 
load, and, therefore, better enable us to supply lighting 
direct from the same bus- bars. 

8. They are absolutely proof against variations in load, and 
no falling-out-of-step existe. 

4. They are simpler and cheaper to construct, and the 
material is used more effectively. 

5. When, also, compensated or compounded molors are 
used, they enable the cable system to be used with a far 
better efficiency. | 

6. No exciters are necessary. 

7. They do not require a uniform turning-moment, as 
is essential with synchronous generators (160 is quite 
sufficient). 

They are the ideal machines for power work in general, 
as they ensure a higher efficiency all round, safety and ease 
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in working, and the possibility, more than at present, of 
doing away with sub-stations, and, therefore, a general 
standard system of supply and distribution can be designed 
for all schemes, with the least possible capital outlay, and 
also an important reduction in working costs. 


. CONSTRUCTION.— (a) Compensated Machines. 


If an ordinary induction machine is loaded, either as 
motor or as a generator, it takes from the mains a constant 
exciting current, which is } period out of phase with the 
voltage of the mains (fig. 14). 


Fia. 14. 


Now it is ible to do away with this exciting current 
if we can uce the revolving field in the ro/or, by bringing 


an exciting current to the rotor through brushes and a 
commutator. 

This exciting current is generated in a few coils on the 
stator and in paraliel with the rotor-winding (which is short- 


). 

It is clear that at any speed of the rotor, the revolving 
field rotates exactly synchronously with the stator field. 

If the rotor did not revolve, we should have the same 
back E.M.F. and the same frequency as in the stator (the 
windings being equal), and the magnetising currents would 
represent the same energy as we had before in the stator of 
an ordinary indaction motor. 

But as the number of revolutions in an induction machine 
is always very near the synchronous speed (4 or 5 per cent.), 
the frequency of the rotor field is very low. At syn- 
chronous speéd the field is constant, and at increasing load 
(and slip), the field frequency increases proportionally up to 
the maximum of 4 or 5 per cent. of the stator or supply 
frequency. 

The duty of the commutator is therefore to transform 
alternating current of high’ frequency (stator) into low fre- 
quency of tbe rotor, producing in the rotor a field abeolutely 
synchronous with the stator field and of a frequency propor- 
tional to the slip. 

The firat result is that this compensating current in the 
rotor requires only а small E. M. F., not much more than the 
ohmic drop, on account of the low frequency; it is there- 
fore almost entirely a watt current of about 1 per cent. of 
the total capacity of the machine. In ordinary machines 
the magnetising current corresponds to an apparent capacity 
of about 30 per cent. of the total capacity. It is there- 
fore possible either to take only a few coils of the stator 
winding to generate the compensating current, or to take 
it from the terminals through a small transformer. 

The second result is that it is possible to strengthen the 
effect, as the compensating current abeorbs but few watte. 
This means that it is possible to compound the machine not 
only against its own wattless current, but also against the 
outeide wattless currents (caused by indactive load). 

If we imagine, instead of the auxiliary winding, com- 
mutator and brushes, an ordinary two-pole field free on the 
shaft, supplied with continuous current, we have the same 
ane since this field revolves synchronously with the stator- 
fi 

This shows that the current supplied to the auxiliary 
winding has nothing to do with the actual work of the 
machine—in fact, it can be disconnected without interfering 
with the working. The commutator serves quite a different 
purpose than in an ordinary continuous-current machine, has 


none of the disadvantages, such as the many segments, 
sparking, &c., and is therefore no detriment at all. It is 
only a means for self-excitation, is very small, and works 
exactly as a slip-ring. It is connected directly or indirectly 
with the short-circuited winding of the rotor, and therefore 
there are no self-induction currents or disruption sparks. 
The number of segments need only be just enough to pre- 
vent short-circuit between two brushes (about four to six per 
pole). | 

As the internal wattless current is compensated for, there 
remain only watt currents, whether the machine be worked 
as a motor or as a generator, on non-inductive load. These 
watt currents (stator current and induced rotor current) are, 
of course, equal and in opposite directions, and therefore 
these machines do not апу armature reaction (except 
that caused by leakage and ohmic drop), which in 
synchronous machines is a necessary evil. The full 
armature reaction, however, existe for wattless currents, and 
this, of course, is necessary for parallel working. 


(To be continued.) 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY ACCOUNTS. 


SomE months ago we referred to the chaotic system at 
present prevailing in regard to tramway statistics, pointing 
out that nothing had been done to bring the figures relating 
to different undertakings into line. At the same time we 
drew attention to the model form of returns suggested by the 
Tramway and Light Railway Association, and submitted by 
that body to the Board of Trade. While criticising that 
form on particular points, we expressed our agreement not 
only with the broad principles laid down therein, but also 
with much of the detail, which had been elaborately worked 
out in ita tables. 

We have now had an opportunity of perusing a document 
which bas been sabmitted to another important association 
connected with tramways. We refer to a report which has 
been submitted by Mr. James Dalrymple, of Glasgow, to the 
Municipal Tramways Association of Great Britain on the 
subject of ** Standardisation of Tramway Accounts." As would 
be expected from the title, this deals with tramway statistics 
purely from the accountancy standpoint, and does not go so 
fully into the matter as the model form of returns mentioned 
above, which included a large number of headings relatiog to 
the engineering aspect of the industry. But as regards the 
subject with which this report professes to deal, we would 
say et once that it gives very full and precise information on 


. all points in a clear and concise shape. We think, however, 


that a short critical description will best bring out the main 
points of interest. 

The report begins with what may be called a preface 
giving the objecta of the writer and stating the limits within 
which he confined himself in drawing up his statements. It 
was, in short, his desire to draft a model annual financial 
statement for the guidance of municipal tramway managers 
and borough accountants in stating their annual tramway 
accounts, and he adds that he has based his work on the 
form which has been adopted by the street railways of 
America with some assistance from the report on the uniform 
classification of working expenses presented at the meeting 
of the International Tramways Union, which was held in 
London about a year azo. | 

To come now to the body of the report. The first state- 
ment is the annual revenue account on the Dr. side, of which 
the expenditure is classified under the main heads of power 
expenses, traffic expenses, general expenses, repairs, per- 
manent-way renewal, and depreciation, in no less than 46 
distinct items. A column is provided showing the expenses 
per car-mile in each case, while as regards the power ex- 
penses an additional column is given for the Kw.-bour 
expenses, In addition space is left for recording the corre- 
sponding figures of the previous year, so that it is possible 
to see at a glance how tbe expense incurred in respect of 
each separate item compares with that of the preceding twelve 
months, There is also room provided at the top of the form 
for the figures showing the kilowatt-hours and the car- 
mileage. It will thus be seen that the revenue account goes 
very fully into detail on the all-important subject of ex- 
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penditure, and little difficulty, if any, should be experienced 
by any person using this form in getting at the cause of any 
undue increase which might take place in his expenses. 

It may be said, however, that it would be difficult to 
distinguish in regard to so many items, and that it would, 
therefore, be impossible to compare undertakings, even 
though they might use this form, as the respective 
accountants might differ as to the item to which any par- 
ticular charge should be debited, especially as to repairs, 
renewals and depreciation. ‘This trouble is met by a com- 
prehensive appendix giving a very full classification of 
working expense accounts, showing in detail the charges 
included under each item ; and we venture to think that, 
with this before them, all accountants would work on the 
same lines. 

The second statement gives the net revenue account, on 
the debtor side of which is shown the interest on capital and 
the sinking funds. Here, too, columns are provided for the 
car-mileage expenses and for the corresponding figures of the 
previous year. We then come to the appropriation account, 
which shows the amount carried to the general reserve fund, 
and the final balance left for the relief of the rates or for 
any other appropriation. 

These forms complete the accounts relating to the 
revenue, and there follows a statement giving the capital 
expenditure account for the year. This is followed by the 
capital account as at the conclusion of the year, which gives 
in pretty full detail the capital expenditure under the 
following main heads: — Permanent way, electrical equip- 
ment of line, ground, buildings and fixtures, power station 
and sub-station plant, workshop tools and sundry plant, cars, 
electrical equipment of cars, miscellaneous equipment, office 
furniture, Parliamentary expenses and preliminary expens:s. 
As in the case of the revenue account, uniformity is secured 
by an appendix which gives at considerable length the 
charges to be made against each item. Further, a column is 
given for the figures of the previous year, and the necessary 
deductions for depreciation are shown. 

The next statement is the balance-sheet, which is followed 
by a page giving various items of general information 
relating to the undertaking in a brief form. In this con- 
nection we would draw attention to the item “ Mileage of 
Track," where we presume the total length refers to route 
mileage, though this is not made clear in the table.. Other 
instructive itema are Population served by Tramways, Car- 
Miles, Passengers Carried, Average Number of Cars in Use 
for —hour day, Percentage of Working Expenses (including 
and excluding depreciation) to Receipts, Average Car-Miles 
per Day per Car, and, most important of all, Average Car- 
Hours per Day. In addition, there is an instructive scale of 
farea and a very useful item showing the average journeys 
per head of population per annum. 

In conclusion, we would say that we have nothing but 
praise for this very full and detailed report of tramway 
accounts. Though it is specifically intended for munici- 
palities, it could be easily modified for application to company 
undertakings, and we consider that a merging of this form 
in the model form of returns drawn up by the Tramway and 
Light Railway Association would supply us with a general 
form of uccounts and statistics eminently suitable for enabling 
fair comparison to be drawn betwen various undertakings. 
We feel, however, that a discussion of the form by experts 
would be of the greatest benefit to those interested in the 
industry. The report was fully discussed at last week's 
meeting of the Municipal Tramways Association of Great 
Britain. The meeting resolved that standardisation was 
most necessary, and it is proposed to joiu hands with the 
Borough Treasurers’ Association in endeavouring to get a 
standard form agrced upon and adopted. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Oompiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Tompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


14,880 “Improvements in or relating to contract breakers for induction 
coils." Н. W. van Rapes and C. B. Ковіхком, June 29th. 


14,176. "Improvements in or connected with arc lamps." J. L. DaviEs. 
June 29th, 


14,500 '‘ Improvements in overhead equipment for electric traction, app N- 
able also for use with other exposed conductors." H. Змітнѕох and E. К. 
BHARPE. June 80th. 


14,520. ‘Improvements in switches." 
(Complete.) 


14,523, The ship's telegraph alarum." P. Maxson. June 30th. (Com, lete.) 
14,587. “А new or improved electrically lighted club for theatrical and hke 
displays.“ T. H. Davits and G. B. Davirs. June 30th. 


14,538 *''An eccentric combined lever grip and controller." 
E. LEVENk. June 30th, 


14,539. “Improvements in armature coils for dynamo-electric machines.” 
Tar British WestinGHotsk ЕКЕТ AND MAN TACT CHN Co, LTD, (‘dhe 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., United States.) June 30th. 

14,541. ‘Improvements in galvanic dry cells." G. ScHaAULI and W. Lorwr..- 
STEIN. June 30th. 

14,542, "Improvements in controlling devices for electric motcrs.” D. I.. 
LINDQUIST. June3uth, (Complete.) 

14,543, ‘‘Imp-ovements in holdera for telephone directory cards аа th: 
like.“ C. E. Narr. June 30th. (Complete.) 

14,550. Improvements in life guards for electric cars and other vehicles.“ 
J. F. Mason and H. Kresnitz. June 80th. 


14,551, '*Improvements in electric controllers for motors and the like." 
A. So Nun. June 30th. 


11.558. Improvements in and relating: to eleotro-magnets. D. L. LI p- 
совт. June 3vth. (Complete.) 


14,561. “Improvements in automatic circuit-breakers.' 
33th. (Complete.) А 

14,562. ''Improvements in circuit breakers.” H. P. Barr. June 0. 
(Complete.) 

14,563. “ Improvements in electric switches." Н. P. Barr. June 30 h. 
(Complete.) 

14.566. Improvements in means for eleotrically-driving сепи паі 
engines. H. J. Happan. (The American Tool and Machinery Co., U >.) 
June 80th. ( Complete.) 1 ; 

14,597. “Improvements in machines for making bases for electric lan ps.” 
E. A. CaRoLAN. (The General Electric Co., U.S.) June 80th. 

14,598. ‘‘Improvement in electric motor-driven machine tools.“ E. A. 
CaRoLAN. (The General Electric Co., U.S.) June 30th. 

14.601. Improvements in coin mechan:sm spec.ally applicable for elec- 
tricity and other meters. E. Dc Bois. June 30th. 

14,602. ''Improvements in coin mechanism specially applicable for elec- 
tricity and other meters.” Е. Do Bois. June 30th. 

14,610. A dynamo-electric generator for the production of high ғ. уе 
continuous currents without commutation.” F. Haxgn. June 30th. 

14.654. Mode of, and apparatus for, converting the energy of fuel in o 
electric energy.“ H. Jone. July lst. 

14.656. Mode of, and apparatus for, heating voltaic cells and restorii g whe 
battery products thereof to the original state." H. Jone. July Ist. 

14,671. ** Improvements in electrical thot-firing or like apparatus," R. C. W. 
Woop and G, CLIT TN. July 186. 

14,697. "Improved manufacture of frames for dynamo-electric machines.” 
BiEMENS Bros. & Co., LTD. (Siemens & Halske Aktien Gesellschaft.) July lst. 

14,721. “ Improvements in and appertaining to holders for electric incandescent 
lamps." C. H. Јохкѕ, July 2nd. 

14,781. *Improvemen:s in electrolytic separation of copper and nickel." 
P. R. J. WILLIs. (C. 8. Shields, Canada.) July 2nd. 

14,770. “Improvements in electric motors or dynamos." W. E. Burnaxn. 
July 2nd. 

14,814. ‘* Improvements іп or connected with electrical resistances or rheos: ata 
applicable as a regulator, motor starting switch, or the like." S. G. BROUNGER 
and W.G. Haywood. July 3rd. 

14,908. “Improvements in or relating to electric contacts." E. E.PRESTw:cII 


J. L. ALBIEZ, JUN. June 0 h. 


C. Francis and 


H. P. Bath. June 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs, W. P. Thom; son 
and Co., 823, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post frec, be. 
(in stamps). | 


4,082. “Improvements in and relating to electrical distributing systems.” 
L. Andrews. Dated February 17th. 


ди "Improvements in arc lamps.” W. Crudgington. Dated Febiuary 
t . 


4,793. “Improvements in intercommunication telephone systems." Т. 
Вгоркк and I. Н. Parsons. Dated February 25th. 


4,999. "Improvements in electric igniting plugs for internal combustion 
engines." F.H. Hadfleld. Dated February 27th. 


ee "Improvements in electric meters." A. Blanchet. Dated February 
th. 


5,082. An improved el сігіс pole changer for use in railway signafling ard 
the like.” J. P. O'DONNELL and E. C. Invixa. Dated February 27th. 

5,260. ' Improved apparatus fer preparing flattened metallic coils fur 
electiical magnets, soleuoide, and other purposes." R. E. B. Crom) ton. 
Dated March 30th. 


5.294. Electric rammer for foundry and other use.” 
March 3rd, 


5,12. "Improvements in or connected with electric meters." L. Leclerc. 
Dated March 4th. 


6,538. ''Improvements in apparatus for the eleetro-de position of meti ls.“ 
The Calico Printers! Association and W. Cotsworth. Dated March 6th. 


6,024. Improvements in or relating to electrio are lamps." C. Oliver. 
Dated March 11th. 


6.122. Improvements in electrical switches or circuit closers and breakers.” 
Otis Elevator Co., Ltd. (Communicated U.S.A.) Dated March 12th. 


6.345. Improvements in electric light signals," W. Taboulewitseh. Dated 
March 14th. 


6,947. "Improvements in connecticns for electric calles." Callender's 
Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., and Н. Hastings. Dated March 2lst. 


Pes "Improvements in electric fuses.” 8, Z. de Ferranti. Dated March 
5. п " 


7,015. “An improved electrical measuiing instrument." W. M. Thornton. 
Dated April 23rd. 


7,420. ‘‘Improvements in and relating to electrical switches.“ G. Sper sn. 
Dated March 27th. ` 


F "Impiovements in galvanic batteries.“ P. Deeafore. Dated March 
th. 


D. A. Caspar. Dated 


98,186. * Improvements in connection with fittings for the overhead trolicy 
wires of electric tramears.“ G. Hill. Dated April sth. 

8,557. “Improvements in electric motor control systeins.“ The HBriu:h 
Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd. Dated April 12th. 


10,098. ''Impiovements in starting switches for electric motors." Т. К. 
Weaver. Dated May znd. 


10,144. “Improved fuse holder for electric current." J. J. Rawlings and 
W. R. Rawlings. Dated May 2nd. 
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THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION. 


— 


THE address of the President of the Convention at Sunder- 
land indicates a troubled mind, * municipal trading," like 
Banquo's ghost, disturbing the banquet; but tbe annual 
interchange of opinion between the municipal engineers and 
the chairmen of committees no doubt affords a useful sum- 
mary of the constant discussions between them during the 
year. 

That the municipal engineers, as a body, ably perform 
their technical duties is beyond dispute; as Mr. Snell 
admits, they have nothing to do with politics, but unfor- 
tunately they suffer from them in having their work con- 
trolled by circumstances of an abnormal character. 

The Engineer President of the Convention devotes the 
bulk of bis paper to a discussion upon municipal ways and 
means—a comparison between the working of trading com- 
panies and what is poetically described as ** The muni- 
cipalisation of certain public necessaries” questions of 
accountancy involved in the provision for depreciation, anti- 


,quation, obsolescence and the numerous contingencies to 


which the new industry is liable. Mr. Snell feels the dis- 
advantage of municipalities whose governing powers are 
limited to certain defined areas, undertaking business like that 
of electricity supply and tramways, which (especially under 
modern developments) can be most successfally worked over 
districts embracing the areas of numerous local authorities 
—he pines for “ free and wise expansion," and the removal 
of unnecessary restrictions. As to the latter complaint, the 
companies bave suffered more severely than municipalities, 
owing to the powers of veto exercised by local authorities, 
besides the restrictions common to both. 

In endeavouring to compare the working of municipalities 
and companies, both Mr. Snell and Mr. Alderman Smith 
(chairman of the Electricity Committee of Barrow. in- 
Furness) deal with figares which practically prove nothing. 

The cost of erecting and equipping electricity supply 
stations cannot be dealt with in the dogmatic way adopted 
in the papers read at the Convention, the figures being 
apparently taken from the wel’-known tables of one of our 
contemporaries. They assume that because Corporations 
have constructed works at a cost of £92 per kilowatt as 
against £106 by companies, therefore municipalities show 
better results ! 

In the same way the cost of production and the prices at 
which consumers are charged sre compared, with a view of 
showing that the management is better carried out by local 
authorities than by companies. 

All such comparisons are largely fallacious, unless the 
circumstances of each case can be shown to be comparable. 
Neither municipalities nor private companies are likely to 
pay more for their plant than market prices, but the 
character of the machinery, &c., may differ essentially: во 
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also with cost of production, as pointed out іп. Alderman 
Smith’s paper: “There are very many factors which have 
an important bearing on thie, but the three which are 
usually considered to have the greatest influence on costs are 
output, load factor and cost of fuel." 

It is only necessary to compare the differences stated in 
Table IVe. in Alderman Smith's paper, where he shows that 
at Liverpool, with an output of 20,018,142 units and a load 
factor of 24:23, the total costs are more (1:00d.) than in the 
case of Bolton, where the output is only 3,120,709, the load 
factor 17:81, and the costs only 96d. 


Ав to the relative prices charged to consumers, the com- 
parisons put forward are equally fallacious, and are not even 
based upon the alleged total costs; thus, according to the 
latest edition of the tables emploved by Mr. Alderman Smith, 
Bolton with a cost of 81d., obtains 3°15d. per unit, 
against 2:81d. obtained by the Corporation of Stafford, where 
the total costs are 2:19d. | 

Mr. Snell states in a sweeping way that the © companies 
spent 25 per cent. more on plant, charged 41 per cent. 
more per unit, and their costs were nearly 31 per cent. in 
excess of the costa of the municipal undertakings," and he 
complacently adds that this “ answers the attacks which 
have been made upon municipal electrical undertakings 
during the last year." These comparisons and assertions are 
not only valueless, but are evidence of the weakness 
of the case advocated by the combination of municipal 
engineers and chairmen of committces in the papers read 
at the Convention. 

In dealing with the trading results, it would be more 
interesting to have an explanation of the principle upon 
which the public lighting, say, for example, at Salford, ig 
charged by the Corporation at 3:33d. per unit, the total 
costs being 2:19d. Accepting there figures, it would appear 
that the ratepayers are being charged a profit upon the 
public lighting of 1':14d. per unit. It is well known 
that the deficiency in some Corporation accounts has been 
made up wholly or in part from profits on public lighting, 
which is tantamount to transferring the loss from one pocket 
to another. | 

The address of Mr. Snell and the paper of Mr. Alderman 
Smith deal usefully with depreciation of municipal electrical 
undertakings, upon which the question of profit and loss on 
the trading materially turns. The attempt to dispose of the 
provision for depreciation by claiming that it is covered by 
the sinking fund, has completely broken down. 

Mr. Snell says, in his paper, ** Some of our plant (such as 
accumulators) has a natural life of only 10 or 11 years, 
some 25 to 30 years, and some 50, 80 or 100 years. A 
sinking fund which repays a debt in 25 years is a clumay 
and unsound instrument for writing off plant which is non- 
existent in the eleventh year, under existing conditions, 
although the 25 years is supposed to represent the ‘equated ’ 
life of the whole of the installation. The present method 
of the Board in such а case is to grant a further loan for 
the replacement of this portion of the plant, for which they 
grant a period of 10 years. The result is that from the 
eleventh to the twenty-first year a twofold sinking fund on 
this particular plant has to be paid, and then, in the twenty- 
first year, the plant again is non-existent, and a third loan 
has to be applied for.” | 

When it is further remembered that no portion of any 


sinking fund can be legally applied for any purpose other 
than payment of original cost of plant, it is obvious that the 
sinking fund cannot be a provision for depreciation. 

Mr. Snell endeavours to meet the difficulty by suggesting 
that “ Each application for a loan should be subjected to an 
inquiry of the Board of Trade so as to ensure that respectable 
schemes only were submitted, and it should be compulsory 
upon the municipal authority to set aside an additional sum 
(over and above the sinking fund thereby entailed) of 14 
per cent. of the value of the capital expenditure, com- 
mencing not later than two years after such expenditure hud 
been made, to form a depreciation fund.” 

We cordially endorse this opinion, which admits in 
principle our contention that the sinking fund cannot 
provide for depreciation, the only difference between us 
being as to the amount to be set aside, and from what date 
this reserve should be created. We suggest that it should 
not be Ices than 3 per cent. per annum from the date of 
starting the works. If the gross profits do not admit of 
this provision, Mr. Snell suggests payment of the deficiency 
out of the rates, or the adoption of what is known as the 
Bermondsey arrangement—viz., to raise the charge for 
energy supplied. 

We must reserve our notes upon the discussion of the 
papers until next week. 


SOME time ago we noticed a sensational 
report which appeared in the daily papers 
that Prof. Goodspeed, of the University of 


Radiation from the 
Human Body. 


Pennsylvania, had discovered that some kind of radiation 


capable of making an impression on a photographic plate 
was given off by the human body. It appears from an 
account of Prof. Goodspeed's experiments, published in the 
Scientific American, that there is nothing very new about the 
discovery, as, indeed, Prof. Goodspeed himself admits, The so- 
called discovery amounts to this, that when the human body or 
any other object is exposed for some time to the Róntgen 
rays, it becomes itself a source of radiation, which is capable 
of affecting a photographic plate. This phenomenon had 
previously been observed and investigated by Perrin and 
Sagnac, Guillon, Townsend and others. Goodspeed has 
improved on his predecessors by experimenting in the dark 
and shutting off all optical fluorescence. He succeeded in 
producing eccondary radiograms in the dark from bodies 
previously exposed to the X-rays. While sleeping in the room 
where his experiments had been carried out, Prof. Goodspeed 
developed an aggravated attack of inflammation of the eyes, 
which he traced to the secondary radiation from the objects 
in, and from the walls of, the room. He considers that the 
inflammation arising from long exposure to X-rays may 
perhaps be explained in the same way as being due to 
secondary emanations, and not to the direct rays. 


Tun suggestion was made some time ago 
that helium was probably one of the pro- 
ducts of the disintegration of radium. This conclusion was 
suggested by the fact that helium is found in minerals con- 
taining radio-active substances. Pitchblende, the mineral 
from which radium is extracted, contains helium; and 
helium is also found in minerals containing other radio- 
active materials, such as uranium and thorium. Now that 
it has been shown that a certain percentage of the atoms of 


Radium and 
Helium. 
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radium and thorium are continually breaking up into 
smaller particles, this process in the course of time might be 
expected to produce some new element in sufficient quantity 
to be detected by the ordinary chemical analysis. The sus- 
picion that helium was a product of the atomic disintegra- 
tion of radium has been confirmed in a remarkable manner 
by some recent spectroscopic experiments. A paper has 
been received by the Royal Society from Sir William and 
Lady Huggins, in which they describe experiments by 
which they have shown that a radium salt gives a spectrum 
of eight definite lines, four, and perhaps five, of which 
agree with lines in the helium spectrum. To obtain the 
spectrum of radium it was necessary to use a wide slit 
and to make a 72 hours’ exposure on a photographic 
plate. A remarkable confirmation of Sir W. and Lady 
Huggins's experiments has simultaneously been obtained by 
Sir William Ramsay. Speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Society of Chemical Industry, he said he had been examin- 
ing the emanation of radium, and the result of the examina- 
tion was to show the whole spectrum of helium. There was 
no doubt, he raid, of the continual production of helium 
from radium. It has long been known that helium is 
present in the gaseous atmosphere of the sun. In the light 
of these new discoveries, this suggeste that radium may be 
present in considerable quantity in the san. An interesting 
calculation bearing on this question appears in Nature, 
July 9th. Mr. W. E. Wilson calculates that 3:6 grams of 
radium per cubic metre of the sun's volume would generate 
gufficient heat to account for the whole of the sun’s radiation. 
He suggests that it may be possible that at solar tempera- 
tures radium is capable of much more energetic radia- 
tion, and if so, the 3:6 grams might be reduced to a much 
gmaller figure. 


University College, WE have received an appeal on behalf 
London. of engineering education and research at 
University College, London, from the chairman, Sir A. R. 
Binnie, and the hon. secretary and treasurer, Mr. Leslie S. 
Robertson, of the Committee which has been formed to 
promote the equipment and endowment of the Engineering 
Department. The past history of engineering education at 
the College shows that it has taken a leading part in the 
teaching of engineering science. As long ago as 1828 it 
recognised the necessity for teaching the scientific principles 
of engineering, and instituted the first Chair of Engineering. 
It wes here, too, that the first engineering laboratory in this 
country was opened, by Dr. A. B. W. Kennedy, in 
1878, and many distinguished engineers have received their 
scientific training at the College. We cannot too heartily 
commend tbis appeal to the notice of our readers; the 
necessity for the adequate equipment and endowment of the 
Engineering Department of the University of London, of 
which this College will form one of the most important 
sections, is too obvious to require demonstration, and we 
trust that the response will be immediate and generous. In 
order to effect the desired improvements in the departments 
of mechanical and electrical engineering, it is estimated that 
a sum of £85,000 will be necessary ; of this, £20,000 will 
be devoted to increasing the accommodation and equipment, 
while the remainder will provide an annual income of about 
£1,900, which will be expended in salaries and current 
expenses. The sum is а modest amount—a trifle, compared 
with the magnificent donations of individuals to colleges 
abroad ; it is to be hoped that our great engineering firms 
will not pass by this opportunity of practically acknowledging 
their indebtedness to the great teachers of the past, who 
carried on their work in the face of innumerable difficulties, 
and brought about results of the utmost benefit to engi- 
neering science in this country. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRENT 
INTERRUPTER. 


, By J. WRIGHT. 


(Continued from page 44.) 


GRIMSEHL'S mercury interrupter is also of a novel type, 
and is represented as simply as possible in fig. 11. It con- 
sists of an organ pipe, P, arranged in the path of a stream 
of water through the tube, T, the direction of flow being 
indicated by the arrows. The vibrating reed, k, set in 
motion by the flow of water, carries a platinum extension, р, 
which dips into the mercury bath Hg, the level cf the 
mercury in which can be adjusted by means of the cock, с, 
and reservoir, r. D is a vertical stand-pipe, branching from 
the tube, T, and containing a volume of air, which imparts 
the necessary elasticity to the flow of water. A wash bottle 
(not shown in the figure) is introduced at a point in the 
circulatory system to collect any mercury which may be 
carried over by the water. Little or no wear is experienced 
at the platinum, owing to the cooling effect of the water, 
and the rate of interruption is very steady: but, on the 
other hand, it is impossible with this form of apparatus to 
obtain a much higher frequency than 100 per second. 

_ We now come to а consideration of one of the most 
Important scientific inventions of later years—viz., the 
electrolytic interrupter. Electrolytic interrupters, generally 
speaking, may be divided into two classes, according to 
whether their design follows that of Wehnelt or of Caldwell. 
The general principle underlying the action of both types of 
apparatus isthe same ; but whereas in the former the actual 
interruption takes place at the submerged extremity of the 


Fic. 12. 


Fig. 11. 


smaller of two dissimilar electrodes, immersed in the same mass 
of electrolyte, in the latter the electrodes, usually alike, both as 
regards dimensions and the material of which they are com- 
posed, are immersed respectively in two separate masses of 
the same electrolyte, separated by a partition pierced by a 
small hole under the surface of the liquid, at which point 
the interruptions take place. 

The Wehnelt electrolytic interrupter, invented by Prof. 
Wehnelt, of Charlottenburg, was first formally introduced to 
public notice and described in detail by Mr. A. A. Campbell 
Swinton ata meeting of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
held March 9th, 1899, and again at a meeting of the 
Physical Society held on the following day. The form of 
apparatus there exhibited consisted of a glass containing 
vessel, in which was placed a fairly large cylindrical lead 
cathode. The anode, or positive terminal, consisted of a 
platinum wire about 4 in. in length, projecting outwards 
from the shorter arm of & J-shaped ebonite tube, supported 
vertically in the glass vessel. The latter was filled with a 
dilute solution of sulphuric acid (1 in 5). The device 
replaces the ordinary mechanical interrupter in the primaiy 
circuit of a coil, and produces a very powerful secondary 
discharge, the current through which is almost unidirec- 
tional. In Mr. Swinton's original experimenta before the 
Physical Society a voltage of 25 was the minimum at which 
the apparatus would work. The platinum wire must be 
actually immersed in the electrolyte before switching on the 
current or the action will not start, and, moreover, there is 
considerable capacity at the terminals of the interrupter, 
which enables the user to dispense with the ordinary tin- 
foil condenser as an adjunct to the induction coil. 
| D 
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Prof. Wehnelt's earlier form of interrnpter consisted 
(fig. 12) of the usual containing vessel (in this case a 
deaker) and electrolyte, in which were immersed the two 
electrodes, the negative, or cathode, Pb, being a plate of 
lead, and the anode a short piece of platinum wire, Pt, fused 
into the lower extremity of a glass tube T, external electrical 
connection with the platinum being obtained by means of a 
column of mercury Hg in the glass tube iteelf, the upper 
portion of which took the place of a mercury cup, the 
amalgamated extremity of the connecting wire being 
immersed therein. Glass is objected to by many experi- 
menters, for this purpose, on account of its liability to 
fracture at the lower, or sealed extremity, owing to the great 
amount of heat evolved at the anode. The fluid mercury 
connection has also been dispensed with by some users, who 
solder the connecting wire directly on to the platinum, 
though, in one respect, at least, the mercury form of con- 
nection is advantageous in that it assists in keeping down 
the temperature of the anode. 

The Wehnelt interrupter will work with either a direct or 
alternating current supply to the primary, and, by its means, 
frequencies of interruption ranning into 1,000 or more per 
second are readily obtainable, as against the 40 to 60 per 
second maximum attainable with the ordinary mechanical 
form of interrupter. The frequency varies to а certain 
extent with the primary voltage of supply, and also with the 
inductance in the circuit. 

Prof. Silvanus Thompson has demonstrated an improved 
regularity of interruption by this device if a jet of air be 
caused to pass rapidly in front of the anode, whilst active. 

Prof. J. A. Fleming suggests an anode consisting of a 
platinum tip, welded to a copper wire, and passing down 
the centre of а porcelain tube, fitted at its lower extremity 
with an ebcnite stopper or end-piece, through which the 
platinum passes. 

The Wehnelt electrolytic interrupter may also be worked 
in multiple form, several platinum anodes being grouped 
together in the same bath or electrolyte. Mr. E. W. 
Marchant, of the Blythswood Laboratory, Renfrew, N.B., 
described such a one in the Electrician some four years ago, 
as having given satisfaction in use at that institution. The 
cathode was, as usual, of lead, and itself formed the box, or 
containing vessel, some 8 in. long by 3 wide and 6 deep. 
The anodes were six in number, and consisted of platinum 
wire, 018 in. in diameter, passing tightly through ebonite 
plugs in the lower extremities of a series of glass tubes, the 
length of platinum projecting from the tube being about 
„yth of an inch. External connection was obtained by means 
of copper wires silver-soldered to the platinum, and brought 
to terminals on the base of the instrument. The remaining 
Space in the glass tubes was subsequently filled in with 
soft wax. 

D’Arsonval prefers a form of Wehnelt interrupter con- 
sisting of a test tube with a platinum wire introduced 
through its base, as anode, and he also asserts that potash 
may be substituted for the dilate sulphuric acid electrolyte, 
and iron for the lead cathode. 


A modification of the Wehnelt electrolytic interrupter, — 


suggested by J. Von Pallich, has both its electrodes con- 
structed of wire, the cathode being copper, and the anode 
steel. Both wires are surrounded by glass tubes, that en- 
circling the anode, or steel wire, being specially strong, and 
embracing it closely at the lower extremity. The anode is 
from one to two millimetres in diameter, is led up the glass 
tube, and passes through a cork at the top, which is cupped 
to contain mercury, and serves as à means of connection to 
the remainder of the apparatus. 
sulphuric acid as usual, and the outer vessel is immersed in 
a cold water bath with the object of preventing overheating 
and “ fatigue,” a phenomenon common to all interrupters of 
the Wehnelt class, and one which temporarily stops the action. 
It is stated that, with this modified liquid interrupter, the 
steel wire or anode wears away at the point of exit from the 
glass tube, and not over the whole surface of the exposed 
extremity. Moreover, the double adjustment rendered 
possible by the two wires considerably simplifies the process 
of regulation, and enables any desired current strength to be 
speedily obtained. 

The constructional principle of the Caldwell form of elec- 
trolytic interrupter has y been briefly dealt with, and 
it will be unnecessary to refer to it further, except in con- 


The electrolyte is dilute 


nection with such modifications as involve the main con- 

structional features of it, or of both leading types of liquid 

interrupter. . 
(To be continued.) 


COMPOUNDED ASYNCHRONOUS 
MACHINERY. 


By d. HOOGHWINEEL, M.LE.E. 


(Continued from page 123.) 


THE practical application of the above principle is quite 
easy. Either a secondary winding of few coils is pnt on in 
addition to the squirrel-cage rotor winding and connected to 


the commutator (fig. 1), or the rotor winding is short- 
circuited through & ring of conductors, which is connected 
to the commutator, as well as the excitation winding (fig. 2). 


' The best way is to use a commutator in which the segments 


are connected by copper strips. 

This second construction has the advantage of being 
simpler, and also that the copper strips connecting the 
commutator segmenta prevent all sparking at the brushes. 
This winding is, therefore, nothing else than an ordinary 
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direct current, winding, but has the disadvantage of additiona 
shunt losses in the copper strips. To avoid these losses for 
the greater part, a three-phase winding has been introduced, 
which will be described later on. When used on motors 
with slip-rings, the two systems of auxiliary winding are as 
shown in fig. 8 and fig. 4, the latter being the most used. 
The segment connections have also the advantage of doing 
away with the current pulsations in the rotor winding and 
giving a constant field. These pulsations exist in an 
ordinary direct current as well as in a three-phase winding. 
They are always caused by the commutation of polyphase 
currents of a certain periodicity which produce a field of 
another periodicity. They generate a back E.M.F. in the 
rotor winding which may equal the pressure at the brushes, 
The segment connections now act as dampers against these 
ош just as damping coils on generators act against 
unting. ‘This is also one of the reasons why the commu- 
tator need not have many segments, but only a sufficient 
number to prevent direct connection between two brushes. 
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The segments simply replace the short-circuiting.ring of an 
ordinary squirrel-cage motor. | 

In the accompanying diagram (fig. 5) the compensating 
current even falls with the load. This shows that the induced 
rotor current does not pass through the brushes, as might be 
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imagined, for otherwise the current through the brushes 
would rise with the load. 

These curves, taken from actual practice, show the result 
of careful compensation: cos 9 = 1 even at no-load and 


overload. They also show the absence of armature reaction. 


Е compensating current remains almost the same for all 
loads. 

Now, a8 regards the mechanical construction of com- 
pensated asynchronous machines, it must be remembered 
that the field ampere-turns have to be added to the rotor 
windings and substracted from the stator windings. We 
have, therefore, in the rotor a smuller number of larger slots, 
and in the stator smaller slots. Also, the overload capacity 
is, of course, affected by this difference between the two 
machine types. In the asynchronous compensated motor 
the rotor field, which limits the overload capacity, is equal to 
stator field + leakage field, while in ordinary synchronous 
machines it is equal to the stator field — leakage field. It 
is easy to strengthen the rotor field by allowing more 
leakage, the iron losses in the rotor being very small. 

The commutator is, as we have seen before, a small and 
simple item (about 5 to 10 per cent. of the surface of an 
ordinary commutator of the same output). 

The number of segments in a continuous current machine 
depends, first, on the pressure and current between two 
segments short-circuited by the brushes ; and, secondly, on 
the үч of the commutator current at the passage of the 
brushes from one segment to another. In asynchronous 
machines the same considerations hold good for the number 
of segments, if we neglect the effect of the short-circuited 
rotor winding. For we may consider the alternating 
current as a continuous current for the moment the brush 
passes from one segment to another, and the pressure of the 
coil between these two segments at that moment limita, just 
as with a continuous machine, the number of segments per 
pole. But in our asynchronous machine the coil between 
the two segments is short-circuited (squirrel-cage winding), 
and the pressure, therefore, is annulled. Hence we are able 
to allow a much higher pressure, or a much smaller number 
of segments per pole than with a continuous-current 
machine. 

The number of brushes is fixed by the number of phases, 
so a three-phase compensated machine has only three 
brushes. If also compounded, three more brushes for the 
main current have to be added. The minimum number of 
segments is therefore 3 or 6 segments per pole. With 
larger machines, when we want to reduce the excitation 
current (which passes through the brushes) we have about 
10 to 12 segments per pole, which number is still very 
small. 

The three-p'.ase rotor winding is connected to the cum- 
mutator at 3 or 6 points, and in  multipole machines 
the corresponding segments are connected through Mordey 
connections. T 

We have already referred to the different types of rotor 
windings. The ordinary direct current winding (fig. 6) has 


the advantage that in any position relative to the brushes, 
the coils are included in the brash circuit. But as in 


any continuous current armature, we have the pulsations 
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resulting from the commutation. It is easy to get an idea 
of these pulsations by imagining the brushes to revolve 
round the commutator and marking the current in the 
different coils, In the same way as in direct current 
machines, these pulsations can be reduced by augmenting 
the number of segments, which, however, is a disadvantage. 
As remarked before, the self-induction caused by these pulsa- 
tions (with a frequency of three or four times the supply 
frequency) resulte in losses. | 

In a three-phase winding (fig. 7) the pulsations are very 
pronounced, and the current can even become 0, but does 
not change direction. In both cases the pulsations are pro- 
portional to the frequency of the supply, and the number of 
poles, and decrease with the number of segments. They are 
damped, however, by the segment connections which short 
circuit the rotor windings. The short-circuited currents 
generated in these connections damp the E.M.F. generated 
by the pulsations proportionally to the resistance of the 
connections. 

But the losses due to these segment-connections are also 
proportional to their resistance. They are :—(1) Excitation 
losses ; (2) shunt logses in the connections (shunt to brash 
circuit); (3) the slip. For (1) and (3) the resistance should 
be reduced, and for (2) augmented. The objection to a 


Stator 
Transformer. 


Fig. 8. 
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direct-current winding is therefore the shunt losses in the 
segment connections. These segment connections are not 
shown in the drawings. 

In a three-phase winding (fig. 7) we sce that the rotor 
windings are always short-circuited by the brushes except at 
one moment (fig. 8) where the segment connections form the 
circuit. This moment can be reduced as much as possible 
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by carefully choosing the width of brushes and segmente. 
Losses (1) and (8) are therefore of no accouut, and we ere 
able to augment the resistance of the connections to do 
away with the losses under (2). 

The rotor winding is always short-circuited in the same 
three points, and the current is always in the same direction. 
The objections to the continuous current winding are there- 
fore reduced to a much smaller degree. 

If we make the width of the brushes the same as the dis- 
tance on the commutator between two connections, we can 
reduce the interruption of the brush circuit to 0. The 
latter arrangement is suitable for multi-phase machines, as it 
gives wide brushes, and we are able to distribute them on the 
commutator. 

The simple three-phase winding is mostly used for motors 
with slip-rings. The three phases (fig. 9) are connected at 
one end to the slip-rings and at the other to the commutator. 
During starting the commutator is the neutral point, during 
the running the short-circuited slip-rings. PE 

The winding which is most used for compensated and 
compound generators is a three-phase winding with parallel 
branches, which combines the advantages of the continuous 
current winding, viz. : small excitation and slip losses, with 
the advantage of the three-phase winding, viz.: doing away 
with the shunt losses through the segment connections. 
Each phase consists of two parallel branches, which are 
connected to two stars bnt in opposite directions (fig. 10). 

Two opposite branches are always wound in the same slot, 
so there is no self-induction, the latter being annulled by the 
mutual induction of the other opposite branch as long as one 
half of the winding is a circuit. This happens when the 
brushes pass from one segment to the next. (Fig. 11.) 
Therefore there are no pulsations, and the segment con- 
nections could be dispensed with. They are retained, 
however, against sparking, but they may be of ample 
resistance, and thus do away with the shunt losses, as seen 
above, 

(To be concluded.) 


LEGAL. 


PATENT EXPLOITATION, LD., ©. THE AMBBICAN ELECTRICAL 
NovELTy AND ManuraorTuBING Co., LTD. 


(Concluded from page 87.) 


On Wednesday, June 24th, Mr. Justice Воскінү delivered judg- 
ment as follows :—In January, 1902, there was tried before myself 
an action brought by the present plaintiffe, the Patent Exploita- 
tion, Ltd., against Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., as defendants. In 
December, 1902, that action was heard upon appeal, and resulted 
in finding the plaintiffs’ patent invalid, and the defendants to be 
guilty of infringement. On February 4th, 1903, the action in which 
I am now about to give judgment was brought by the same plaintiffs 
against other defendants, the American Electrical Novelty and 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. The present defendants have defended 
the action upon every point which was decided against defendants 
in the previous action, claiming, as they are entitled to do, that the 
decision in that action is not binding upon them. In the former 
action the defendauts relied upon five anticipations—Newton, 
Thiebaut, Webb Jensen, Bender and Castle-Smith. In the present 
action the defendants have relied upon some 14—the same five 
anticipations, and some nine others, which the previous defendants 
did not set up. The present defendants have also set up prior users, 
and have adduced different and further evidence as to the state of 
knowledge at the date of plaintiffs’ patent, and as to the electrical 
and physical conditions of the battery which are relevant to the 
matter under inquiry. Under these circumstances it is my duty, 
guided by the decision in the Court of Appeal, to decide this action 
upon the larger materials which these defendants have placed before 
me. For the purpose of so doing, it is essential, in the first instance, 
that I should ascertain, as exactly as I can, what was the decision 
of the Court of Appealin the prior case. I must state that, as my 
starting point, and subject to any alteration in the facts established 
by the present evidence, I must guide myself by that decision. The 
patent sued on is a patent No. 1,110, of 1890, for improvements in 
galvanic batteries. For the purpose of identifying the passages in 
the judgments of the Lords Justices to which I am about to refer, 
I give reference to the 20th volume of the Reports of Patent Cases. 
I tind that the Court of Appeal affirm that the principles involved 
in galvanic batteries were old, page 234, line 32 ;. that every one of 
the ingredients mentioned by the patentee had, before his patent, 
been used in galvanic batteries, page 239, line 16; that the elec- 
trolytes had been used in every physical state described or referred 
to in the specitication, page 239, line 18; that the novelty of the 
invention consisted in the applieation of old principles in a par- 


ticular and effective manner, page 234, line 34 ; and that the patent 
contained good subject matter, because it claimed a combination of 
known ingrediente so arranged as to satisfy defined conditions, page 
239, line 10; and the combination of the ingredients in the manner 
and form pointed out in the specification was new, page 239, line 
24; page 239, line 38 ; page 241, line 37. Further, by a majority, 
Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy dissenting, the Court of Appeal held 
that the patentee had indicated pulverisation of the manganese and 
carbon as essential, and held that that was а novelty, page 239, lines 
14 and 44; page 237, lines 2 and 7; and page 238, line 54. The 
Court of Appeal held that the claim—I take this more particularly 
from the judgment of Lord Justice Stirling—was not to & galvanic 
battery of defined form, but one of a particular type, namely, one 
having two layers of materia], both semi-solid or plastic, both per- 
meated by the excitant, but one only containing depolarising 
agenta, plus any ingredients, which comply with the limitations of 
the above requirements. Those limitations were considerable, and 
involved, first, that the materials must be capable of being reduced 
to such a state as that, when: mixed with water, they take a semi- 
solid or plastic form. Secondly, that the depolariser should be 
confined to one layer, thereby excluding liquid depolarisers ; and 
thirdly, that the excitant should permeate both layers, and conse- 
quently should not act injuriously on the depolarising agente. 
In deciding that the patentee insisted on pulverisation as asked, 
the Court were, as it appears to me, led to that conclusion by the 
fact established, as they held by the evidence before them that the 
pulverisation must be carried to such an extent that the water is 
held up by capillary attraction. To ensure that liquid be held up 
by means of capillary attraction, it is not necessary that all the mate- 
rials should be reduced to a fine powder. It is sufficient that there 
be in the material a sufficient amount of fine powder; the rest of 
the material may be granular. Concisely put, I think that the 
Court of Appeal! held, first, that the patentee insisted upon pulverisa- 
tion—that is, the reduction to a fine powder—of all carbon and 
manganese, and that this was new; and, secondly, that the patentee 
discovered and disclosed an application of known principles in a 
particular and effective manner, and that the combination which 
he described was good subject matter. In this judgment I propose 
to deal with the above two pointe severally, and to inquire whether, 
upon the evidence of prior users and anticipations adduced by the 
present defendants, they have displaced the conclusions of fact upon 
which the judgment of the Court of Appeal was based. First, then, 
I take the question of pulverisation. In the previous action the 
evidence was (and Mr. Swinburne, who was called for the defen- 
dante, admitted that, so far as he knew, the fact was) that pulverisa- 
tion was new in 1890. The present defendants have proved that 
that is notthe case. Mr. Swinburne, who again has been called for 
the defendants, hastold me that, upon a further study of the subject, 
he is satisfied that in the previous case he was, in that question of 
fact, mistaken. The fact is that, long before 1890, the question of 
pulverisation of carbon and manganese for the purpose of the inner 
layer had been the subject of experiment in detail. Beetz, before 
1882, wrote an article detailing the result of experiments 
which he had made. That paper is dealt with in “ Wiedemann 
Electricité," Vol. 1, of 1882, on pages 751-2, where the results 
of the experiments are detailed, and the following result is stated 
as thereby shown :—“ Therefore, the cells provided with fine carbon 
powder or fine manganese peroxide powder are useless, both on 
account of the rapid change in E. M. F., and in the case of the latter, 
on account of the magnitude of the rapidly increasing resistauce. 
On the other band, tbe cells with coarse carbon and fine man- 
ganese peroxide powder are to bə recommended." From the 
evidence in this case I have learned that the conditions of the 
problem are as follows:—In this mixed mass of manganese and 
carbon it is desirable to ensure two things, conductivity, which is 
increased by giving an easy path for the current through the carbon, 
and depolarisation, which is increased by having, everywhere, 
carbon in close proximity to the manganese. Oonductivity is 
assisted by leaving the carbon in comparatively large grains, for the 
resistance is less in passing through a jump or large graiu of carbon 
which is comparatively tightly compressed, than through a light 
bulk of powdered carbon which is relatively less compressed. But, on 
the other hand, depolarisation is increased by having the particles 
of carbon everywhere in contact with a particle of manganese. The 
latter, therefore, is a compromise between these two, and the result 
of Beetz's experiment was that the best results are arrived at wbeu 
the carbon is coarse and the manganese fine. This question of pul- 
verisation, therefore, had been the subject of scientific investigation 
and a statement of results which was published knowledge before 
the plaintiffs’ patent. If, by pulverisation, the patentee meant, as 
I think the Court of Appeal held him to mean, the reduction of all 
the carbon and manganese to a fine powder, his step in iusisting on 
that was a retrograde, and not a forward, step. If,on the other 
hand, he meant the pulverisation of some, leaving the other in 
granular form, then he was anticipated by Beetz. Further, in 1885, 
there is a patent of Jensen—that is to say, Hellesen—dealing with 
the constitution of the inner or black layer. That patentee insists 
on the employment of depolarising ingrediente in the form of a fine 
powder which is to surround the cathode, and then is to be firmly 
compressed, and his claim is for the application and employment of 
the materials which he describes in the form of a fine powder firmly 
pressed on to the cathode. If, therefore, by pulverisation the 
patentee meant the reduction of all the materials to a fine powder, 
he was anticipated by Jensen, who had already expressed that in 
his patent. In my judgment, itis by these facts established that in 
1890, pulverisation of the materials constituting the iuner layers 
was not new, and that, whether the patentee meant complete or 
partial pulverisation. There is also evidence that during the 
partnership which existed between the two witnesses named Ford- 
Lloyd and Braun from 1886 to 1889, tho materials for the inner 
layer were broken up with a pestle and mortar. All the above 
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materials are new to the present action. I think these defendants 
have established that pulverisation was in 1890 not new. I pass on 
to the second question, and here apply myself to ascertain whether 
in further anticipations and prior users, and further evidence of the 
state of knowledge in 1890, these defendants have shown that 
Hitchcock did not discover and disclose a new application of known 
principles in a particular and effective manner. Lord Justice Stirling 
found that Castle-Smith's arrangement closely approximates to that 
of the plaintiffs, and found a difference in the fact that the 
exciting agent—that is, the outer layer—was rather a semi- 
liquid than a semi-solid. This is the ваше ground as that of 
Lord Justice Vaughan-Williams. Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy felt 
great difficulty about Castle-Smith, but he also thought that the 
pblegmy substance a could not be called semi-solid or plastic. This 
again was the same ground. If they had found the onter layer in 
Castle-Smith to have been a semi-solid or plastic, I gather that 
they would have thought that that was an anticipation. The new 
anticipations which these defendants have adduced may be divided 
into two classes, first those of the sandwich type, of which 
Skrivanow and Germain may be taken as samples. They contain 
the sequence of the layers, the physical constitution of the in- 
gredients, but not the construction which the plaintiffs adopt. The 
other class ie the Leclanché clase, and first particularly Brandon's. 
Brandon has a zinc pole, but it is a plate and not а cup, and it ів 
therefore necessary to enclose his apparatus in a cup of some sort, 
and he takes a glass jar; in this there is no substantial differ- 
ence. He takes a porous vessel, inserts a plate of carbon and fills 
the interstice between the carbon and the porous vessel with per- 
oxide of manganese reduced to powder, or with a mixture of per- 
oxide of manganese and powdered graphite. He fills the inter- 
stice between the porous vessel and the glass with sand or sawdust, 
or otber granular subetance which will, as he says, thicken the 
water, and in that material places the sinc. He then moistens the 
entire mass of sand and peroxide of manganese with a concentrated 
solution of hydrochlorate of ammonia. He intends, I think, to 
construct either a battery which will have, or one which will not 
have, free water; for while on the one hand he closes his jar and 
puts on an india-rubber cover witha cut in it, which serves as a vent 
that will intercept the liquid if the jar should be turned over, thus 
indicating a finid cell: yet, on the other hand, he says at page 4, 
line 5, that if you desire to rt the cell you must take care 
that your liquid is absorbed into tbe sawdust or sand, thus indicat- 
ing а dry cell. Assuming that the amount of liquid is reduced to 
such a point as tbat 16 is all absorbed, that, as it seems to 
me, is in every essential particular the battery which the 
plaintiffs make. In this state of things, I take the words 
of the Court of Appeal, and ask myself: What application 
of known principles in a particular and effective manner has 
Hitchcock indicated which is not indicated by Brandon? I can- 
not point to any. Mr. Salaman says there are the same elements, 
the same constructive idea, but not the same invention, if you 
regard this invention as a combination giving a new and useful 
result. I cannot agree that this is so. The limbs, he says, are old, 
the orgaaism new. I think that, from the other evidence, particu- 
larly that of Mr. Swinburne, it resulta that not only the elements, 
the ingredients and the constructive idea are old, but that the 
organism, the combination is old, and is found in all essential 
particulars in Brandon. The next anticipation which these defen- 
dants put forward to which I will refer is Jensen, of 1885, one of 
Hellesen’s improvements, that is an invention directed to the inner 
layer. So far as that layer is concerned, it seems to me to be an 
anticipation of any directions which Hitchcock gives as regards 
pulverisation. The second Hellesen patent, that of Castle- 
Smith, of 1889, deals further with the outer layer, the phlegmy 
substance, G. I cannot find in the plaintiffs’ patent any new 
application of old principles in a particular and effective manner 
which differs from that pointed out by Brandon, Jensen,and Castle- 
Smith, explained as regards the last by the evidence in this case. 
The last I propose to mention upon this part of the case is Gassner. 
He has not two layers, it io true, but this only in the sense that the 
carbon pole and inner layer are in his battery replaced by an 
agglomerate pole of carbon and manganese. He has a sinc cup, 
and the space intervening between the cup and the agglomerate 
pole is filled by a mixture in all material respects the same as the 
plaintiffs’ outer layer, except that the flour is omitted and oxide of 
zinc is found in its place. As regards Gassner's battery I have this to 
observe. Hitchcock tells me that the semi-solid which forms his 
inner layer is to be packed in and around the carbon. The plaintiffs 
bave argued that this means that it is to be rammed. It has been 
proved before me tbat the E.C.C. cell, which is the successful cell, 
in fact, now manufactured by the plaintiffs’ licensees, is made of 
pulverised manganese and carbon, merely wetted to such an extent 
as to prevent the dust from rising. This is put in, a small quantity 
at a time, into the battery and rammed down tight, by the use of a 
cylindrical rammer with & cylindrical hole to pass the carbon and 
beaten with a mallet. The plaintiffs say that the E.C.C. cells are 
not made by them but by their licensees, and that they are not 
responsible for this method of manufacturing, but they argue that 
each a packing is within their specification, and, if it be, I am 
entitled to compare a cell so made with the alleged anticipation of 
Gassner, and I have great difficulty in seeing what difference in 
substance there is between the agglomerate pole used by Gassner and 
a pole thas made by the plaintiffs’ licensees. If Castle-Smith was во 
close as the Lords Justices held itto be to the invention which they 
have upheld, it seems to me that the anticipations which I have just 
dealt with are much closer, and that I am at liberty, and, in fact, 
bound, to use my own powers of reasoning to see whether after 
those anticipations have been called to the attention of the Court, 
toere exists in Hitchcock's specification any new application of old 
principles in a icular and effective manner. Using the best of 
my jadgment, l arrive at the conclusion on the facts now proved 
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that there does not. But reliance was placed by the defendants 
upon a cell made with clay, according to Thiebaut. Thiebaut's 
papers were four in number. Three were before the Court of 
Appeal, the fourth was not. The Court of Appeal found 
that Thiebaut’s first three papers were not an anticipation, 
the fourth only adds this, that if you take Thiebaut with all 
the knowledge of to-day, you may, consistently with what he 
says, make a good working cell; but Mr. Swinburne's evidence 
is that & successful cell was made by adding to Thiebaut's defective 
knowledge of chemistry, the knowledge of to-day, and that anyone, 
without regard to this case, taking up Tbiebaut, and told to make a 
sample cell according to it would not produce the cell produced 
before me. The prior users which the defendants have set up are, 
first, Gassner—with which I have already dealt under the head of 
anticipation—and, secondly, cells made by Lloyd and Braun. The 
date of their manufacture is from 1886 to 1889, onwards. I have no 
doubt at all as to that; the evidence about it is plain, and if any- 
thing more were wanted, it is giveu by an agreement, dated Sep- 
tember 29tb, 1888, relating to certain machines which they sold, and 
for which they made batteries. Lloyd and Braun have described 
the method of manvofacture. I see no reason to doubt that they 
manufactured as they say. It was consistent with the knowledge 
of the time. If their evidence is to be trusted, it is such as the 
plaintiffs' specification describes in all material respects, except 
that chloride of potash was sometimes added to the ingredientes. 
The cell which Lloyd and Braun so made, or substantially that 
cell, became known before the year 1893 as the E.S. cell. In 
1893 the plaintiffs threatened proceedings in respect of the manu- 
facture, but in the result no proceedings were taken. Mr. 
Thompson obtained then—in 1893 —опе of the batteries of 
1889, and gave evidence as to what was its condition in 
1893. I think it a fair subject for comment on the part 
of the defendants that for 10 years—from 1893 to 1903—no 
proceedings were taken, and that in the interval Mr. Thompson had 
destroyed the specimen battery of 1889. If the case fell to be decided 
on this evidence, I should have analysed more closely evidence which 
I see no reason to doubt, but having regard to the view which I have 
formed on other parta of the case, I do not find it necessary to rest 
my judgment upon this prior user. The battery as made in 1892, 
and subsequently called the E.C.C., is made аз described by 
the witness Piggins. 'The inner layer is not wetted beyond tbe 
addition of sufficient liquid to prevent the dust from rising, and is 
then put in and rammed tightly with a rammer aud a mallet. It is 
the battery thus made that has met with success. Its efficiency 
depends on the pulverisation and the tight packing. Semi-solidity, 
or plasticity, in the sense of a damp plastic mass, as distinguished 
from a tightly rammed moist powder is not used, and is not so 
The defendants are persons who manufacture & battery 
similar, I think, in all respects to the plaintiffs’, with two significant 
differences. The first is in the outer layer; they do not employ 
plaster of paris and flour, but blotting paper, for the outer layer. 
There is no question but that the use of blotfing paper is quite 
old. The second difference is that the inner layer is never, in 
any meaning that I can attach to the words, a plastic solid. 
The defendants’ method of manufacture is described by a witness 
named Cousins, who was not cross-examined. To 25 lbs. of mixed 
manganese and carbon the defendants put $3 of а pint of 
liquid. The result is a slightly damp powder. There is moisture 
enough to prevent the dust from rising — nothing more. This 
powder is put, by small instalments at a time, into a zinc 
cell, round which several folds of blotting paper have been 
placed, in the centre of which is a carbon rod. It is then 
hammered down with a rammer and a mallet. As regards the 
amount of the pulverisation of the mixed manganese and 
carbon, the evidence is that the defendants do not reduce 
the whole mass to a fine powder, but do reduce it to a mixed 
шава of such a nature that capillarity will result. The result at which 
I arrive from the foregoing considerations is that these defen- 
dants have established facts not established in the previous 
action, and that I am not bound to hold that the invention which 
the Court of Appeal found to have been made, was anticipated ; 
and, farther, whether that be so or not, the battery as constructed 
by the defendants is not constructed in infringement of the inven- 
tion as found by the judgment of the Court of Appeal. Being of 
this opinion, I think the plaintiffs fail. I desire to add that 
throughout this case I have felt the greatest hesitation in relying 
upon my own powers of reasoning. I have read more than once, and 
have analysed the judgments in the Court of Appeal, in the desire 
to assimilate as closely as I can the views which they have expressed 
and with the intent to approach this case from their standpoint ; 
but I am conscious that I may have but imperfectly succeeded. It 
may well be that from want of familiarity with this branch of the 
law, or from my own imperfect understanding, I am unconsciously 
not giving the full effect which I ought to give to the decision of 
the Court of Appeal If this be so I deeply regret it; but at the 
same time, it is unquestionably my duty, taking that judgment as 
my starting point, to apply to the new facts before me the closest 
reasoning which I can bring to bear for the purpose of seeing whether 
the decision on this patent ought, as against these defendants, 
and upon the present facts, to be in their favour or against them. 
Discharging that duty to the best of my ability, I think that they 
have displaced the conclusion of fact upon which the Court of 
Appeal proceeded in the previous action, and being of that opinion 
I am bound to act upon it. The dcrision at which I arrive is really 
of little or no moment. My principal function has been to see that 
both parties bave a fair opportunity of proving all the material 
facts, so that the matter may come upon proper materials before 
the Court of Appeal. This case was obviously, after the previous 
action, not defended, as it hag been before me with the intent that it 
should not terminate in this Court if the plaintiffs succeeded, and 
Ido not anticipate that it is any more likely to terminate here 
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because they fail. My judgment is for the defendants. I dismiss 
the action with costs. 
Mr. ASTBURY: I suppose, after what your Lordship has said, if 
iii do bara disposed to have another try, your Lordship will allow 
e co 


Mr. Justice Bucxuzy: I have regarded that as a foregone 
conclusion. 
Mr. ASTBURY : It may be a question of ways and means will come 


in. Subject to that, your Lordsbip will allow the costs to be paid 
on the usual undertaking ? 
Mr. Justice BuckrEY: Yes. 


Day v. THE British ELECTRIC Tramways Co., Ly. 


In the Chancery Division on Tuesday before Mr. Justice Kekewich, 
Mr. Cane applied in this case for an order for the production of 
certain documents necessary in an action which the plaintiff was 
bringing to obtain rescission of a contract to take shares on the 
ground of misrepresentation in the prospectus of the company. 
Counsel explained that the company was in liquidation, and that 
Messrs. Lumley & Lumley, solicitors, had a lien upon the documents 
for costs. That lien had now been satisfied, and he asked that the 
documents should be handed over. 

Mr. RyraNp, for Messrs. Lumley & Lumley, said that as his 
client’s lien had been satisfied they had no further interest in the 
documents, but certain costa had been incurred in connection with 
them, and, of course, they would require to be paid. 

Mr. Justice KsxEwicu directed the documents to be handed over 
to the defendant company to be produced as required. 


ELRKCTRIC TRACTION Co. v. ELECTRIC Tramways CONSTRUCTION 
AND MAINTENANCE Co. 


Мв. Justice SwiNFRN Eapy, in the Chancery Division on Friday, 
heard a motion to continue the appointment of a Receiver to the 
defendant company till trial of the action. No progress had been 
made in the action since the appointment of the Receiver a month 
ago in the hope that proposals for reconstruction would be agreed 
upon. 

His Log DSE declined to continue the appointment for more 
than & week. 


SELLON v. Darcy News.” 


Hırs LorpsuHip in this action gave judgment in accordance with the 
verdict of the jury, and depriving plaintiff of costs, remarking tbat 
they had dealt liberally with the plaintiff, and that the action 
ought never to have been brought. 


Drxon v. Iro Synpvrcats, ЇР, 


THIS case came before the Master of the Rolls'and Lord Justice 
Cozens-Hardy in the Court of Appeal on Saturday. The appeal 
was by defendants, who were sued as trustees fer the London and 
Counties Electric Tramways Corporation, Ltd. 

Mr. Rufus Isaac, K.C., and Mr. Clavell Salter appeared for tbe 
appellants, and Mr. Pickford, K.C., and Mr. Llewelyn Davis for the 
the respondants. ^ 

Mr. Rurvs Isaacs, K.C., said the appeal was from an order under 
Order XIV., made by Mr. Justice Walton at Chambers, who 
had varied an order made by the Master. The plaintiff, Mr. 
Dixon, claimed £7,401 under an engineer's certificate for work done 
under & contract and damages for wrongfal determination of an 
agreement by the defendants. The Master, asa condition to defend 
the claim ordered the defendants to bring the £7,401 into Court. 
The Judge varied that order by directing that £6,660 should be 
brought in, and gave leave to defend the action as to the balance and 
asto the claim for damages. The present appeal was for uncon- 
ditional leave to defend. The learned Counsel explained that Mr. 
Dixon entered an agreement with the defendant company, who had 
purchased from the West Riding Tramways and Electricity Supply 
Co. certain rights to construct tramways and erect electrical storage 
plant to carry out the obligations of the syndicate under an agree- 
ment of March 7th, 1902, for £220,000. Under this agreement he 
was to be paid at least half the contract price in cash and the 
balance at the option of the syndicate, either in cash or shares in 
the West Riding Co. The work, as it progressed, was to be passed 
by the engineer, and the plaintiff was only to be paid on bis 
certificate. Subsequently a gentleman óf the name of Schenk came 
upon the scene, and by an agreement between the parties Schenk 
was to рау Mr. Dixon, but if his engineer refused to give a certificate, 
or if from any other cause he did not pay, the plaintiff’s former 
agreement was to hold good against the Ito Syndicate. All the work 
executed prior to November, 1902, was paid for. Then came the 
work for which the £7,401 was claimed. Mr. Schenk's engineer 
refused to pass it, alleging that it was not properly done, and there- 
fore, although the other engineer had given his certificate, that 
gentleman declined to pay, and the plaintiff thereupon sued the 
syndicate. The learned Counsel submitted that the syndicate had 
a good defence to the claim, and further, that the facts and docu- 
ments were too complicated for this to be a proper case to be tried 
under Order XIV. At any rate, unconditional leave to defend 
should be granted. 

Mr. Pickronp, K.C., supported the order appealed from. 

At the close of the arguments, 

The MASTER OF THB ROLLS gave judgment. He said this was a 
& case which could not be properly tried under Order XIV., as it 


involved most difficult and delicate questions both of fact and law. 

The case must go for trial in the ordinary way, the defendante 

having unconditional leave to defend. 

e Justice CozeNs-HaRDY concurred, and the appeal was 
owed. 


An Exectricity Co.’s TRUCK. 


At the City Summons Court an employé of the City and Charing 
Cross Electricity Supply Co. answered an adjourned summons for 
causing a truck to stand longer than necessary for loading or un- 
loading. The case had been fully heard by Alderman Dr. Crosby, 
who had been asked to state a case for appeal, but his suggestion 
that the company, the Corporation and the Board of Trade should 

and agree upon the hours during which the company’s street 
work should be carried out, was agreed upon. 

Mr. Vickaky, who represented the Corporation, said hours were 
fixed under the Sewers Act, 1848, and the Corporation had asked 
the Board of Trade to approve of the same hours for the work of 
thiscompany. It was etill before the Board of Trade. 

Sir Horatio Davies, M.P., decided to ignore the agreement, and 
stated he would hear the case and give his decision. 

The truck and a tent stood obstructing traffic from 9 a.m. till 
12.30 p.m. while men were at work on one of the company's test 
boxes, and while they had their dinner. 

Mr. VickKa&Y said the company defied the Corporation by setting 
up their Act, under which they did the work, but they might pitch 
half-a-doz:n tents and any number of trucks and their men sit 
round fires having their meals, and they would say it was necessary. 
This was a growing public nuisance. 

Mr. FBAMPTON regretted having to go into tbe whole of the facts 
again, and was contending that the company did the work under 
statutory powere, when 

Sir HoBATIO stopped him, commented upon the public incon- 
venience, and said he should impose a fine of 20s. and costs. 

Mr. FRAMPTON complained that he was still making his submis- 
sions. 

Sir Horatio: You might take up weeks. I maintain you have 
committed an offence, and fine you 20s. and costs. 

Mr. FRAMPTON said he had witnesses to call. 

Sir Horatio eaid he would consider the evidence heard, and the 
company could appeal. 

Mr. FRAMPTON gave notice of appeal. 


—— 


Tug READING OF METERS.— QUESTION AS TO THE RIGHT OF 
Entry WITHOUT Novices. 


At the Brompton County Court, on Monday, before Mr. Clement 
Lloyd, sitting as Deputy Judge, the Brompton and Kensington 
Electric Supply Co. applied for an injunction to enable them, by 
their inspectors, to enter the premises of Mr. and Mrs. Shadforth, 
143, Gloucester Road, Kensington, W., for the purpose of reading 
the company's meter. Mr. E. Pugh, solicitor, appeared for the 


company, and Mr. Herbert Smith, counsel, for the defendants. 


Plaintiffs’ solicitor explained that the electric lighting companies 
were bound by Act of Parliament to supply electricity for ligbting 
oses to any persons residing in the district who sent in an 
application in the usual way. The Act, on the other hand, gave the 
companies certain facilities for conducting their business; and, 
among other things, it said, in S2c. 24 (Act of 1882), that any officer 
appointed by the undertakers might, at all reasonable times, enter 
any premises to which electricity was, or had been, supplied by the 
undertakers, in order to inspect the meter, &c. There was a con- 
tract dated November 4th, 1901, between tbe plaintiff company and 
Mrs. Shadforth for the supply of electricity to her house—she being 
the lessee—but on various occasions when the inspectors called to 
read the meters they were refused admission because they had not 
made an appointment. A letter upon which he (solicitor) would 
rely was from Mrs. Shadforth, and ran as follows:—“I am aware 
that your man was refused admittance to my house, and if he comes 
50 times, unless an appointment is made beforehand, the same thing 
will occur. I shall never allow strange men to come into my house 
whenever they please." The plaintiff company bad some 3,200 
customers, and, in the usual way, the meter readers bad to make 
their inspections within about a week or 10 days of quarter days. 
Four meter readers were engaged, each of whom had to read about 
75 meters a day, and it was clear that the work of the company 
would be “absolutely dislocated” if they were expected to send a 
post card to each customer to make an appointment. 

Some of the company’s inspectors bore out solicitor's statement 
regarding the refusal on various occasions to allow them to read 
the meter at defendants’ house. One of these inspectors said that 
he always bad the company’s card to show, but on his calling at 
the defendants’ house the card was never asked for. Witness was 
not aware that the water companies generally issued notices inti- 
mating when their officers were going to call, and he did not know 
that the police had issued notices warning people against letting 
persons into their houses without proper evidence of their authority. 

Mr. T. J. Owens, secretary to the plaintiff company, said that he 
had personally pointed out to Mrs. Shadforth how unreasonable it 
was to expect them to make an appointment for each call of the 
inspectors; and he had also drawn her attention to the Act of Par- 
liament, giving them power to enter the houses at reasonable times 
for the purpose of reading the meters. The lady then flatly refused 
to allow one of the inspectors to enter and read the meter, and it 
was only after a deal of wrangling that she allowed the engineer, 
whom witness brought with him, to see the meter. The time for 
the inspectors to make their calls was between 9 o’clock a.m. and 
4 o'clock p.m. In cross-examination, witness said that the mere 
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reading of the meter was a comparatively small matter; but it was 
moet important that the officers of the company should be allowed 
to enter & house in case of an accident to the installation. Witness 
admitted that the defendants had supplied the company with post- 
cards, stamped and addressed, requesting that the day and time of 
the insnector's call might be given by this means. 

The Junar : The question is whether it was reasonable or not for 
the officials to call to read the meter without first making an 
appointment ? 

Mrs. Знлрровтн stated that, having had several things stolen from 
her house, she gave instructions to her servants to let no workmen 
of any kind whatever enter the house unless they (the servants) 
were previously told who was coming and what the men were 
coming for. Her servants may have refused admission to the 
Inspectors, but when she was at home and saw the inspectors they 
were never refused admission. On one occasion she asked the 
inspector whether be had any evidence to show that he came from 
the company, and he merely referred to the letters on his cap. 
Then she asked whether his black book would indicate that he was 
one of the company’s officials, and he replied that he had only a 
private memorandum book. She had told the company’s secretary 
the terms upon which she was prepared to continue the use of the 
electricity. 

His Honour said that before he could grant the injunction he 
would have to be satisfied that the lady had acted, under the 
circumstances, unreasonably, but although she might have gòt angry, 
he came to the conclusion that she had done nothing to justify the 
granting of the injunction. There would be judgment for the 
defendants with cosis. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Royat Commission он LONDON TRAFFIC. 


8тв Davrp BABBOUB presided on Friday over a further sitting of 
the Royal Commission on London Traffic. 

Mr. MavBICB Fitz Maurice, the engineer to the London Ccunty 
Council, was called. He said that the breaking up of streets for 
laying and repairing pipes, &c., had become a most serious obstacle 
to locomotion in London. Owing to the general use of wood paving, 
the streets necessarily bad to be broken up and re-laid at compara- 
tively frequent intervals. Frequently several companies broke up 
the streets one after another, causing great inconvenience which 
could be avoided if there were some agreement between the com- 
panies, or if there were some controlling authority which insisted on 
the work by the different companies being done at the same time. 
The water, gas and other companies had at the present time statu- 
tory powers to break up the streets whenever they wished on 
giving notice. Under existing arrangements the company breaking 
ор a street for any purpose generally re-laid the paving in a tem- 
porary way, and the local authority at a later date re-laid it per- 
manently. 

In reply to a member: No doubt it was advisable that the local 
authority should do the permanent laying of paving, but it must 
often be extremely difficult for them to keep the requisite staff to 
enable them to do the work, as the amount of the work varied so 
greatly. The Corporation of the City of London had promoted a 
Bill last year “to regulate and control the opening or breaking up 
of streets in the City by authorities, undertakers, and other persons 
having statutory or special powers in or over such streets.” Witness 
was of op?nion that power was required to deal with that question 
all over London. The fir-t object to be aimed at was to prevent 
different companies opening the streets at different times. With & 
controlling authority it would bs possible to regulate the work so 
that the minimum amount of inconvenienre was suffered by the 
public. Witness submitted cross-sections of the Strand and streets 
in other parts of London showing the number of pipes, &c., in tbe 
streeta. Dealing with the question of subways, he said that the London 
County Council, when making new streete, acd in many cases of 
improvements in streets, constructed subways for gas, water mains, 
electric light and other cables. In London at the present time, 
there were, under the control of the Council, 14 subways, of an 

te length of 53 miles, the length of the subways varying from 
about 100 yards, in the case of Garrick Street, to about 2,230 yards 
in the сазе of the Victoria Embankment. The subways contain 
gas pipes, water mains, telepbone cables, both of the Post Office and 
the National Telephone Co., electric light cables, District Messenger 
wires, and the mains of the Hydraulic Power Co. The largest pipes 
ina subway were two 48-in. gas mains in the Commercial Raed 
subway. The cost of subways varied with the size and the con- 
ditions under which they bad to be constructed. A subway 12 ft. 
x 8 ft. would cost about £18 per yard run for construction. Several 
of the pipe subways built by the L.C.C. were already full, and in 
many cases if was very difficult to get at a leaky joint. One 
important point was that the subwaye should be made as close as 
possible to the cellars of the houses, so ав to avoid driving side 
galleries for the house connections. Until the year 1893 the 
council did not possess any special powers for the regulation of 
subways, but in that year the London County Council (Subways) 
Act was , under which the Council made bye-laws for the 
regulation of subways. The bye-laws included a scale of charges to 
companies and others using the subways. The Council had power 
to compel all companies or bodies laying new pipes in a street where 
there was & subway, to lay them in tbat subway, and it could, at its 
own cost, insist on old pipes in a street being relaid in a subway, if 
one were constructed. Under the bye-laws which were made and 


allowed by the Board of Trade in December, 1895, and which were 
still in effective existence, two scales of charges for users of subways 
were laid down, the first scale to be levied on companies having 
power to break up the streets, and that meant, broadly, the gas and 
water companies, but did not mean the London Hydraulic Power 
Co. The second scale was levied on the companies who had no 
statutory powers to break up the streets, such as the National 
Telephone Co. and the District Messenger Co. The London 
Hydraulic Power Co. paid under the latter scale for the older sub- 
ways. The General Post Office, which occupied space for precisely 
the same purposes as the National Telephone Co. paid at the 
lower rate, but insisted on a special reduction. It paid the special 
scale, less 5 per cent. That was the only special case. The electric 
lighting companies were not under the Subways Act, but under the 
special provisions of the Electric Lighting Orders; they were, how- 
ever, practically in the same position and paid at higher rate. In 
reply to further questions, witness said that be considered street 
markets were another great obstacle to locomotion. The erection of 
lamp posts along the centres of all except very wide roads was а 
serious obstacle also, as they made it difficult for the quick traffic to 
pass the slow traffic. Witness then described the various means of 
cross-river communication— bridges, tunnels and ferries. Ques- 
tioned regarding suggested street improvements, witness mentioned 
one proposal, which was to construct a road from the Crystal Palace 
district to Waterloo’ Road near Waterloo Station, and from there to 
be continued across the river by means of a high-level bridge 
between Waterloo and Blackfriars Bridges. One branch of such a 
street might then fall to meet the eastern crescent of the new Holborn 
to Strand street, and another branch be continued with a bridge 
over Fleet Street between Chancery Lane and Fetter Lane. He 
gave rough estimates of the cost of such a street from the Strand 
southwards to the county boundary. He took three types of streets. 
Type “ А” would be a street 150 ft. wide, consisting of footpaths of 
20 ft. on each side; the central portion of the street, 30 ft. in width, 
reserved for motors and other quick traffic, and on each side of the 
central part a width of street of 40 ft. for surface tramways апа 
slow traffic. Underneath would be a subway for single-decked 
tramcars, and there would be the usual pipe subways and sewers. 
The cost of this type worked out at £2,560,000 per mile. Type "B" 
was a street 100 ft. wide, with two footpaths each of 14 ft. and a 
roadway of 72 ft. Underneath would be a double subway for both 
quick and slow tram traffic and the usual pipe subways, &c. This 
type would ccst about £2,400,800 per mile. The third type, “С,” 
was the same as “A,” so far as tbe surface was concerned, but 
instead of placing the tramcars in the shallow subway they would 
be carried in deep level tubes. This type was estimated to cost 
£2,740,000 per mile. 

In reply to Sir Jonn Worrgs Barry, WrrNESS said that he did 
contend that such a road as that suggested from the Crystal Palace 
to the Strand was an immediate necessity, He had mentioned the 
scheme as it included a bridge over the river between Waterloo 
and Blackfriars. Continuing, witness said that the best way of 
dealing with cross streams of traffic was to carry one over the other, 
as bad been done at Holborn Viaduct. He went on to describe 
wbat bad been done, and was proposed to be done, with regard to 
the electrification of the tramways in London. The line to New 
Cross and Greenwich would be opened in October. Contracts for 
other portions had been let. The estimated extra cost per mile of 
double track incurred by using conduit system was about £13,000. 
The total cost, including equipment for the conduit system, was 
about £52,600 per mile. At the present time there was no tramway 
connection between North and South London. The Council had 

romoted a Bill this session to continue the tramway from the 
Holborn to Strand subway to the Embankment and over West- 
minster Bridge, but that part of the Bill had been struck out on 
instruction by the House of Commons Committee. He considered 
that a tramway over Southwark Bridge, which was very little used, 
would be a great advantage. 

By Sir Joun WoLrE Barry : That was merely bis opinion; he did 
not know if the bridge was strong enough to carry a tramway. 

WrrNESS then described how a shallow tramway might be con- 
structed from Hammersmith Broadway vid Hammersmith Road, 
Konsinzton Read, Hyde Park, and Green Park to Walsingham 
House, Piccadilly, and from the last-named places to Charing Cross 
a tube. He said thatthere was no engineering difficulty in constructing 
a shallow subway under the Strand, or even under Piccadilly. A 
useful North and South connection could be made by continuing 
the tramway in Vauxhall Bridge Road to Edgware Road in a tube. 
Comparing London with New York, he said that the difficulty in 
London was to provide a paying scheme which would deal with 
both long and short-distance traffic. There was no such difficulty 
in New York. New York was a narrow city 13 miles long and 
about 12 or 2 miles wide, во that one or two railways running the 
length of the city could carry passengers to almost every part of if. 
Witness concluded by referring to motor-car traffic. As soon as an 
omnibus which could be worked profitably was made, improvements 
in detail would soon follow. 

Tbe Commission then adjourned. 


CHATHAM AND District LIT RAILWAYS. 


Тнв Select Committee of the House of Commons (Mr. T. G.- Ashton, 
chairman) had the Chatham and District Light Railway and the 
Rochester Corporation’s Tramway Bills before it on July 13th and 
following days. M". 
Mr. RaM first opened the case for the Rochester Corporation. 
He said that the two Bills, though different, would have to be 
taken concurrently. The Corporation Bill had for its object the 
creation of certain tramways in Rochester, the purcbase of land for 
а new street in connection with the tramway scheme and other 
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subsidiary matters. Tramways in Rochester had long been considered 
a necessity, but up to the present, difficulties had been experienced 
owing to the narrowness of some of the streets at various places. 
In the year 1897 the Chatham and District Light Railway Co. went 
before the Light Railway Commissioners and asked for power to 
make a light railway, which would, in effect, be a tramway, through 
Rochester and  Strood. At first that was opposed by the 
Corporation, aud afterwards concessions were made by the pro- 
moterr, to the Corporation. The Corporation then approved of the 
Scheme and supported it. However, when that scheme came before 
the Light Railway Commissioners, Rochester was struck out of the 
echeme, the Commissioners being of opinion that the streets were 
too narrow. The Commissioners passed the scheme with the 
exception of the lines in Rochester. The tramways, of which there 
were 84 miles, were now working with great success. The object 
of the present application was to extend the tramways to Rochester. 
Since the tramways in Rochester were refused, £10,000 had been 


spent on widenings in that city; Rochester, Strood and Gillingham ` 


were practically one town. Chatham in the immediate vicinity 
was an immensely populous place, doing an immense amount of 
work. The industry in Rochester had largely extended, the steel 
works alone employing some 800 men. The Corporation had long 
known that tramways were a necessity for Rochester and Strood. 
There was only one difficulty, that was the narrowness of some of 
the streets, but a new street was proposed, and other widenings were 
now in progress. The tramways as proposed would cross the 
bridge and enter Strood. There were two “reliefs” proposed by 
the scheme, a double tramway in one place, and a “relief street" 
to take the heavy traffic. Continuing, counsel said that at the time 
that the Corporation were proposing their Bill, the Chatham and 
District Light Railways Co. were proposing a Bill to make certain 
extensions themselves; they were anxious to make some tram- 
ways inside the territory of the Corporation, besidesother tramways. 
What was proposed would, he thought, save a great deal of 
litigation. The Corporation and the company said, It is of no use 
having rival schemes, let the Corporation make everything in tram- 
ways confined within the actual boundary of the Corporation, and 
let the Chatham and District Tramway Co. make all the necessary 
parts of the scheme ontside the boundary.” That had been agreed 
to between them, and whereas the Corporation proposed to make 
certain other tramways, it was decided that one of the lines should 
be abandoned and the alternative route proposed by the company 
be adopted. At the time when the Corporation and the company 
agreed to have one good scheme, the Corporation were intending to 
run certain lines down towards Borstal. Now the proposal was that 
the Corporation should make the line to Delce and tte company the 
line from Delce to Borstal. The amalgamation had been approved 
by Lord Morley. Another proposal, which had also met with Lord 
Morley's approval, was that the Corporation should construct the 
whole of the lines, both inside and outside the borough, and the 
company had agreed to take over the outside lines on lease, and pay 
the Corporation an amount for a term of years which should recoup 


the capital and interest of making them. The company were also 


prepared to give the Corporation a sum for widenings. There would 
be ro risk to the ratepayers, who, with the exception of one or two 
ratepayers, were in favour of the scheme. The capital asked for 
was £140,557. The lease would be for 40 years, at the end of which 
time the Corporation would own their own tramways. Dealing 
with the opposition to the Bill, counsel said that the first petition 
was from the South-Eastern and Chatham Railway, on the ground 
of competition ; but, he contended, there would be no competition 
with the railway. Counsel concluded by referring to the petition 
of certain frontagers on the routes of the proposed tramways. 

Mr. RoskirLL then opened the case for the Chatham and District 
Light Railways Co. The company was incorporated under the 
Light Railways Act, 1896, and got a Light Railway Order in the 
year 1899, authorising 84 miles of tramways. The lines they now 
proposed to construct was a line from a spot near Chatham, 
" Jezreel,” to Rainham, 34 miles in length. Then an extension to 
Maidstone 7 miles in length, and a further line from Strood to 
Gad's Hill, Charles Dickens's house. It was originally the inten- 
tion of the company to carry a line as far as Gravesend, but it was 
dropped as the Corporation opposed. At the eonclusion of counsel's 
8 , 
Colonel SavacE was called and examined by Mr. BALFOUR 
BRowNE, K.C. Witness was of opinion that the Rainham moute 
would be an advantage as affording communication with Fort 
Darland. 

Mr. Yates, of Chatham Dockyard, Mr. Richard G. Lock, and 
Mr. Apsley Kennette, town clerk of Rochester, and other witnesses 
then gave evidence in favour of the scheme. 

On July 14th, Mr. EgNEsT RorTER, O.E., consulting engineer to 
the Rochester Corporation, said that he bad prepared the estimate 
of the Corporation scheme. The cost would be £66,109. With 
regard to the narrow thoroughfares, he said that the cars would have 
to be carefully worked. 

Mr. THOMAS Н. MiwsHartL, C.E., said that there were no 
engineering difficulties in the way of the Rainham or Maidstone 
routes. The system would be the overhead trolley system. 

Several local witnesses were then examined. 

On July 15th the case for the South-Eastern and Chatham 
Bailway Co. was opened by Mr. W. B. Clode calling and examining 
Mr. Ryde, a surveyor, as to the alleged unsuitability, on account of 
the narrowness of the proposed route through the City of Rochester 
and Strood. 

Major-General Hurcuinson, formerly of the Board of Trade, also 
gave evidence on this point. He said that there were several steep 
gradients and awkward junctions on the route. Cross-examined by 
Mr. Ram, witness said that he knew that the narrowest part of the 
route was 17 ft. in width. The pe sigradient was outside 
Strood, but he did not admit that th pop^lwon vas more sparse 


at that point, althongh there were perhaps fewer houses just there. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Balfour Browne: He did not know that 
" any number " of tramways had been sanctioned by Parliament in 
streets just as narrow as that. He did not know of the Exeter 
tramways, sanctioned earlier that session. He could not say how 
far those tramways were identical with the scheme now before the 
Committee. 

Mr. Tempest, engineer-in-chief to the South-Eastern and Chat- 
ham Railway Co., said that he had been over the ronte along which 
it was proposed to have the trams. The route through Strood and 
Rochester was absolutely unsuitable, not only on account of the 
narrowness, bnt also because the road was bad. There were several 
gradients of 1 in 22 and 1 in 16. Fora great part of the way there 
was not the statatory clearance. He submitted plans showing where 
the clearance was not up to the requirements of the statute, and 
photographs of the route. He instanced several accidents which 
bad occurred on tramways having steep gradients. Every pre- 
caution was, no doubt, used; but the gradients were too steep. 
With regard to the line from Chatham to Maidstone, there was one 
very bad bill on the rcute. That line was in direct competition 
with his company’s railway, and would, no doubt, be carried to 
Gravesend in time. There would be further competition with his 
line as the tramways proposed to carry goods. Their local traffic 
would also be affected. Cross-examined by Mr. Balfour Browne: 
The railway company objected to the tramways in the narrow 
streets because the company were large carriers, and the trams in 
the streets would greatly interfere with their carts and wagons. 
He had had no experience of the magnetic brake. 

By Mr. Ram: In considering the narrowness of the route in 
Rochester һе had taken into consideration the proposed relief 
street, but he did not think that that would greatly improve matters, 
for there were several public houses in the narrow street, and 
brewers’ drays would have to draw up to deliver goods. 

Mr. Ram: But do you know that there are bye-laws now in force 
prohibiting the delivery of barrels, &c., at public houses after 
8am.? That would remove the difficulty, would it not ?— Witness 
was not aware of the existence of such bye-laws. - 

On July 16th, after hearing further evidence, the Committee 
found the preambles of both Bills proved, and the clauses were 
then adjusted. 

Mr. AsHTON, reporting to the House of Commons for the Com- 
mittee considering this Bill, states that on the initiative of the 
Board of Trade a clause bas been inserted which provides that for 
the purpose of calculating the fares, rates and charges, tbe tramways 
and tramroads proposed to be authorised should b» deemed to be 
part of the undertaking authorised by the Chatham aud District 
Light Railways Order, 1899. The Bill contains powers enabling 
the promoting company to borrow by instalments, but it having 
been proved that such powers would facilitate the raising of the 
capital, the Committee were of opinion that standing order 153 
need not be enforced. It was further decided to allow the payment 
of interest out of capital on the additional capital proposed to be 
authorised. 'The Bill enables the Corporation of idstone in a 
certain event to exercise the powers sought to be conferred on the 
company ín regard to the construction and working of tramway 
No. 3, which is situate in the Borough of Maidstone, and tramway 
No. 4 and a small portion of tramway No. 5 situate respectively in tte 
adjoining rural parish of Boxley, or to acquire the said tramways. 
Such tramways will form one continuous line in and from the 
borough of Maidstone northward in the direction of Chatham. "The 
Committee are of opinion that having regard to the special local 
circumstances, such powers ought to be allowed. 


BrgBMINGHAM TRAMWAYS. 


Mr. Авнток'в Select Committee of the House of Commons had the 
Bill which the City of Birmingbam Tramways Co. are promoting 
before them on 16th and 17th inst. The Bill, said Mr. Fitzgerald, 
in opening the case for the promoters, was to authorise the exten- 
sion of the existing Yardley tramways from Sparkhill to Otton, and 
from College Road to Shirley. Shirley was a village in the Solihull 
district, having a population of 1,500. The local authorities both at 
Yardley and Solihull were in favour of the scheme, and the only 
opposition was from the Great Western Railway Co., whose grounds 
were competition. The Warwickshire and Worcestershire County . 
Councils were in favour of-the Bill, and there was no objection of 
any sort from frontagers. The proposed tramways would be of 
great advantage in developing the districts they would serve. Mr. 
Jobn Hughes, the chairman of the Yardley Rural District Council, was 
called, and said that the facilities given by the Great Western Rail- 
way Co. were not sufficient for the wants of the districte. Mr. F. L. 
Thompson, the clerk to the Councils of Yardley and Solihull, gave 
similar evidence. Mr. Nettlefold, the chairman of the Housing 
Committee of Birmingham Corporation, was also called with regard 
to the necessity for a cheap means of communication between the 
city and the surrounding districte. 

On Friday, Mr. Stephen Sellon, the electrical engineer to the City 
of Birmingbam Tramways Co., was the first witness. He said that 
600,000 workmen were carried in and out of Birmingham every 
year by the existing tramways to Yardley. The overhead system 
would be used for the new tramways. 

The Chairman asked Witness if ıt was intended to make the tram- 
ways at once, if sanctioned, as he saw that the Bill asked for five 
years in which to construct them. He thought that it was an 
unnecessarily long period, and Mr. Sellon said that the company 
intended to construct the tramways at once. 

Mr. Power, traffic manager ot the omnibus department of the 
Birmingham and Midland Tramways Co., having given evidence in 
support of the scheme, Mr. Moon addressed the Committee on 
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behalf of the Great Western Co. The Chairman said that the Com- 
mittee found the preamble proved, and the Bill was ordered to 
proceed. 


Іохрои County CoumcinL Tramways. 


Tue London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill 
came before Lord Harris's Select Committee of the House of 
Lords on 13th inst. 

The case for the promoters was opened by Mr. ERSKINE POLLOCK, 
K.C., with whom nt Mr. Moon, K.C., and Mr. Du Cane. 
Counsel said that with the exception of the two short lengths, the pro- 
posed tramways were all in the borough of Hammersmith. Tramway 
No. 3 was a double line nearly three miles in length, commencing 
at Bcrubbe Lane, on the north side of Wormwood Scrubbs, at the 
county boundary, and terminating in Queen Street, near the junction 
of that street and Bridge Road. It would thus join the line 
authorised last year. Certain widenings would have to be carried 
out in connection with that route, and would have to be executed 
before the line was constructed. In connection with the proposed 
new line were two short lengths of tramways, single lines both of 
them, for the purpose of forming junctions with the existing line 
of the London United Tramways Co. Turning to tramway No. 4, 
counsel said that that line was a double line 2 furlongs 4 chains in 
length, and would begin at the Broadway, Hammersmith, a junction 
would be formed with tramway No. 3, and the line would terminate 
on the Middlesex side of Hammersmith Bridge. The other lines 
were in the parishes of Streatham and Wandsworth. Tramway 
No. 6, which would be a double line 1 farlong 6:20 chains in length, 
would begin at the south-western end of Wimbledon Road, and 
would come to a termination at Garratt Lane, where the line 
authorised in 1901 would be joined. Another short length of 
line was that proposed in route 64. It would be a short 
double line from Wimbledon Road to Garratt Lane. It was 
proposed to construct the lines so tbat electrica] power could 
be used. Certain sections of the Act of 1890 were incorporated in 
the Bill, so that tramway lines within the London area should be 
electrified under the same roles. Dealing with the cost of the 
proposed scheme, he said that lines Nos. 3, ЗА ard 3B would involve 
£68,000, and certain widenings which would be carried out in 
connection with those lines would mean an additional £64,300. 
The Hammersmith Borough Council would contribute one-third of 
the last-named sum. Tramways Nos. 4 and 44 would cost £15,500, 
and the other lines £8 300. 

The London General Omnibus Co. and several owners and 
occupiers of property opposed the Bill, and various objections were 
raised by the Hammersmith Borough Council. Mr. Benn, the 
chairman of the Highways Committee of the London County 
Council, was then called, and gave evidence in support. Mr. 
Fitamaurice, the engineer to the Council, and other witnesses were 
also called. 

On 14th inst. Mr. J. H. RID rn, electrical engineer to the 80 
Council, was the first witness. He said that it was proposed to wor 
tramway No. З on the overhead troll oy system. That was the line 
which would run from Scrubbs Lai e to the Broadway, Hammer- 
smith. The line of the London United Tramways Co. would be 
crossed at two places, in the Goldhawk Road and the Uxbridge 
Road. Some mechanical provision would have to be made for 
carrying the overhead trolley wires of the Council’s system across 
the company’s wires. He explained that there were two methods 
of doing that. They could place insulated crossings at the spot 
where the lines actually crossed, or they could bave ‘section ineu- 
lators” some few feet away, во that the crossings could be electrically 
connected. He was in favour of the latter method. 

Mr. Moon said that the petition of the tramways company alleged 
that there would be leakage, to which witness replied that 
experience had shown that there was no danger of that. Оговә- 
examined by Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C. (for the London United 
Tramways Co.), Witness said that he did not know of any place 
where a system such as that proposed existed, and in reply to Mr. 
Moon, said that if the Committee had any doubts as to the system 
being setisfactory electrically, he would be quite willing that the 
Board of Trade should control the crossing arrangemente. 

Mr. Enskrwm PoLLoc& announced that an agreement had been 
arrived at between the promoters and the Hammersmith Borough 
Council, by which the Council considered itself sufficiently pro- 
tected. Their petition would, therefore, be withdrawn. 

Counsel for the Hammersmith Borough Council said that three 


points had been in Rr аең The widening of Wood Lane was the 
first, and a clause had been inserted with regard to that. Then a 
clause had been upon to the following effect :—That the 


London County Council should submit to the Borough Council 
plans showing the tion of all posts and wires, &c., which were 
to be placed in the gh. The last point was with regard to 
the widenings generally. His clients were satisfied with Mr. 
Benn's statement that the widenings would be carried out. It had 
always been felt that the lines would benefit the locality. 

Lord Бовввт Овоп, addressed the Committee on behalf of the 

He said that the tramway from the Broadway to the 
end of the bridge would greatly inconvenience the traffic, as the 
thoroughfare at that point was narrow and crowded. Witnesses in 
support of that contention were called. 

Mr. Ensas? Роггоск agreed to strike out the two junc- 
tions, 3A and 35, with the system of the London United Co. 

The Committee having conferred in private, the CHAIRMAN 
announced that they found the preamble proved as far as Tramway 
No. 3 was concerned, it being understood by the Committee that 
there was an undertaking on the part of the London County Council 
that the method of the London United Tramways Co.'s 
lines should be such as met with the approval of the Board of 
Trade, all costs approved by the Board o e in relation to such 


crossings to be borne by the London County Council Tramway 
No. 6 was passed, and also No. 4; but the Committee could not see 
the necessity of taking the line to the proposed terminus of No. 4. 
They were of opinion that the tramway should end at the broad 
part of the road, at & point a little south of Bridge Street. 

The petition of the Westminster Corporation was then considered, 
Mr. BLEWNEBHASSETT explaining that the Corporation claimed the 
right of one month's notice before the London County Council 
should open the streets for the purpose of laying cables in connec- 
tion with the tramways; they also asked that plans should be aub- 
mitted to the Corporation for approval. 

Oa the 15th inst, at the conclusion of Mr. Blennerhassett’s 
address, the Chairman said that the Committee found the preamble 
of the Bill proved. They could not give the clause asked for by the 
Corporation, but they thought that the Corporation should be 
satisfied with the undertaking which the promoters had given, tbat 
they would deposit plans of the works and give notice to the Cor- 
poration of what work they were going to carry out in the streeta. 
That undertaking the Committee considered binding on the London 
County Council The Chairman added that if Borough Councils 
generally were dissatisfied they should approach Parliament 
collectively, and endeavour to secure an alteration in the general 
law. 


Sutton CoLpFIELD TBAMWAYS. 


On July 14th the Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
presided over by Mr. Hayward Johnstone, concluded their con- 
sideration of the Bill promoted by the Corporation of Sutton Cold- 
field, under which, amongst other things, they seek power to make 
certain tramways. 

Mr. WEDDERBURN, K.C., who represented the promoters, said that 
the scheme now-before the Committee differed from that which was 
considered by the House of Lords Committee in that it stopped at 
Mere Green instead of going on towards Lichfield. In order to 
meet the views of the County Council it had been agreed for the 
present to make only a single line in certain places, until suggested 
street widenings had been effected. The proposed tramways would 
connect up with the Erdington, Aston and Birmingham tramways, 
and would afford greatly increased facilities for passengers. The 
inhabitants generally were in favour of the scheme, and had 
expressed a decided opinion that if the tramways were allowed they 
should be in the hands of the Corporation. 

Evidence in favour of the scheme was given by a large number of 
witnesses, including the borough surveyor, Mr. W. A. Н. CLABRY, 
who said that he had laid out the tramway in conjunction with Mr. 
Haltain, and it presented no engineering difficulties. ТЬе estimate 
for the scheme, including the cost of the generating station, was 
£71,550. The tramway would run practically parallel with the 
line of the London and North-Western Railway Co., but it 
would accommodate the public in quite a different way from the 
railway. They had an offer from the City of Dirmingham Tramways 
Co. to work the tramways on a 21 years’ lease, paying 64 per 
cent. on the outlay for the first ten years, and 73 per cent. for the 
remaining 11 years of the lease. 

Alderman W. J. Spaz, the chairman of the Electric Lighting 
Committee of the Corporation, said there was a great and pressing 
need for the proposed tramways, as the facilities offered by the rail- 
way company were totally insufficient to deal with the traffic. He 
considered that the additional accommodation could be best pro- 
vided by means of tramways as proposed, coupling up with the 
Erdington tramways. 

A great deal of evidence was tendered in opposition to the Bill 
by the London and North-Western Railway Co. 

Sir FREDERICK HARBISON, the general manager of the company, 
stated that the train service provided by his company was sufficient 
to cope not only with the present traffic, but they were also pre- 
pared for a considerable increase in the near futare. | 

After hearing Sir Ralph Littler, K.C., in opposition to the Bill, 
the Committee announced that they had not found the preamble 
of the Bill proved so faras it related to the construction of the 
tram ways. 


BoMERSET AND District ELEOTRIO POWER BILL. 


On 15th and 16th inst. a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, under the chairmanship of Sir A. Godson, considered the 
sbove Bil. Mr. Shiress Will, K.C., Mr. L. Macassey and Mr. 
Acrouth appeared for the promoters The opponents were the 
Corporation of Bristol, represented by Mr. Freeman, K.C., Mr. 
Balfour Browne, K.C., and Mr. H. Gregory; the Bristol Water- 
works Co., represented by the same counsel; and the West 
Gloucestershire Waterworks Co., represented by Mr. Ram, K.C. 

Mr. Знівевѕз WILL, K.C., in opening the case for the promoters, 
said the proposed share capital was £750,000, with the usual 
borrowing powers of one-third, making a total of £1,000,000. The 
company was promoted by local men of position, and the area of 
supply included Bristol Bath, Wells, Glastonbury, Trowbridge, 
Radstock and other towns. The Bath Corporation opposed the Bill 
in the House of Lords, but were not opposing it on the present 
occasion, and the great issue involved was as to whether 
Briatol ought to be excluded from the operation of the scheme. 
The Bristol Corporation had expended about half a million of 
money on their electric light undertaking, and had begun to supply 
power, and they wanted to exclude the company from thecity. All 
the other local authorities concerned were in favour of the Bill. He 
contended that Bristol was amply protected by the clauses contained 
in the Bill, which laid it down that the company could only supply 
to authorised undertakers and to persons requiring & supply for 
power purposes Farther, the company could not supply energy 
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except to authorised undertakers or to any railway, tramway or 
water company in any area which formed part of the area of supply 
of any authorised distributors without the consent of those distri- 
butors, but if any authorised distributor refused consent unreason- 
ably, then the company might appeal to the Board of Trade, who 
could dispense with such consent if they deemed it unreasonably 
refused or withheld. The consent was to be deemed to be unreason- 
ably refused if the authorised distributors were not willing and in a 
position to give the requisite supply on reasonable terms and 
within & reasonable time, regard being had to the terms 
on which and the time within which the company were able 
and willing to give the supply. The opposition of the water com- 
panies was founded on their desire to compel the company to take 
their water for the scheme, but that would only mean the company 
throwing money away. 

Prof. CaPPERB, the joint engineer of the scheme, said that if the 
company were allowed to go witbin Bristol, Bristol would be one of 
their chief customers, No doubt they would be able to give a 
cheaper supply than the Corporation did. In the conditions that 
made for economy, Bristol would not compare with a large and 
varied area. The important thing was the load factor, and that 
became greater where there was & considerable area to supply than 
where there was a comparatively small one. In Bristol the power 
plant was entirely seperate from the lighting plant, and conse- 
quently the full benefit in respect of the load factor was not obtained. 
With regard to the charges, he said that under the Bill the company 
could not receive more than 3d. At Bristol the maximum was 7d., 
and the average rate 3:44d. The power rate, however, was enly 
19d. He concluded that very little power was sold, and that the con- 
sumption was nearly allin lighting. He estimated that there would 
be somewhere about 1,500 users of power in the district. The 
generating station at Hanham would be the most important of the 
two stations, as it was near Bristol. The scheme would cost nearly 
& million, which would leave them about £65,000 capital to work 
with. The mains alone would cost £300,000, and there would be 
300 miles of cable. Cross-examined: An alternating system could 
not be used forsupplying power in the way thecompany would supply 
power. Should Bristol be taken out of the area of supply, he 
thought the company would still make the undertaking pay; but 
Dristol was essential to the scheme as it stood. 

À large number of local witnesses were then called, including Mr. 
Earle, chief engineer to the Imperial Tobacco Co. The company 
employed 5,000 hands iu Bristol. The company had got supply for 
one of their factories from their own plant, but they also took а 
supply from the Corporation. 

On Thursday the CHAiBMAN said that the Committee did not 
think that the question of sufficiency or otherwise of the capital was 
in any way raised in the petition of the Corporation, so that the 
question of the financial success of the company could not properly 
be discussed. Mr. Battey, a mining engineer of Frome, spoke of 
the great advantage the scheme would be to the Somersetshire 
coalfield. Mr. A. H. Bennett, the director of the Kingswood 
Colliery Co., said that that company leased six collieries and 
employed about 2,000 men. It would be an advantage to have one 
source of supply only. The director of Messrs. Lysaght's, Ltd., 
Mr. G. Gill, said that the price they paid for energy was still too 
high for economical working. A number of other manufacturers 
gave similar evidence. 

Mr. FREEMAN said that he would open the case for the Corpora- 
tion by calling witnesses. 

Mr. Alderman Pearson, chairman of the Corporation Electrical 
Undertaking Committee, detailed the arrangements made for the 
supply of power. He said that their prices were more favourable 
than those of other municipal undertakings, and had been steadily 
reduced from year to year. 

Sir WM. PREECE, the consulting electrical engineer to the Cor- 
poration, considered that the city was sufficiently provided, and 
could produce electrical energy as cheaply as any company. A 
Corporation which did not need to make a profit could supply 
energy at a much lower rate than could be done by a private 
company. 

Mr. BRouGH Тлүгов, the engineer to the Bristol Waterworks, 
gave evidence to the effect that the streets of the city were already 
crowded underground, and that the laying of any more cables would 
cause trouble and confusion. 

Mr. BaLFrour Browne, K.C., then addressed the Committee оп 
behalf of the Corporation. He said that the company might lower 
its rates to 3d., and once the consent of the Corporation was over- 
ruled by the Board of Trade the statutory position of the Corpora- 
tion was gone. 

Mr. Sairess WILL, K.C., replying for the promoters, said that 
he did not believe that the Board of Trade would sanction a rate 
which would be unremunerative and would disturb a local authority 
in its duty. The promoters did not intend to give a preference in 
making bargains with customers. 

After consultation, the Committee found the preamble of the 
Bill proved, but required that the Corporation should be protected 
against any cutting of pricea and that the company should not come 
in and charge absurd prices. The Committee wished to have some 
official of the Board of Trade to give them information as to what 
should be the exact form of the clauses to carry out the views of the 
Committee. 


Worthing Corporation Tramways.—The Deputy-Chairman, who 
presided over the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
which considered the above Bill and found the preamble proved, 
bas reported that a communication from the Postmaster-General 
with respect to the powers sought by the Bill for the use of 
electrical power upon omnibuses and  motor-cars, was laid 
before the Committee, and they amended the Bill so as to pro- 


vide that proper precautions should be taken to prevent the energy 
so used from injuriously affecting telegraph lines. The time limit 
for the proposed tramways (seven years) was in excess of the period 
allowed by the Standing Orders, but the Committee were of opinion 
that such period might be allowed, inasmuch as the tramways are, 
to a great extent, dependent upon the street improvements to be 
authorised jby the Bill. The Bill authorises the Corporation of 
Worthing to construct and maintain a tramway 3 fur. 4°24 chains in 
length, in the rural district of Steyning West, beyond the limits of 
the borough of Worthing, but in connection with the tramways pro- 
posed to be authorised by the Bill, and baving regard to the special 
local circumstances, the Committee are of opinion that the construc- 
tion and maintenance by the Corporation of the said tramway ought 
to be sanctioned. 

Scottish Central Electric Power.—This Bill came before Earl 
Morley's Committee of the House of Lords on July 14th, and there 
being no opposition, was ordered to go tor third reading. 

Shropshire, Worcestershire, and East Derbyshire Electric Power Bill. 
—The Worcestershire County Council has deposited a petition 
asking to be heard in opposition to this Bill. 

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways Bill.—Reporting to 
the House of Commons on the above Bill, the Deputy-Chairman 
says that by the Bill it is proposed to authorise the payment of 
interest out of capital during the construction of the tramways and 
works, but it having been proved to the Committee that the power 
to pay such interest would greatly facilitate the raising of the 
capital, a considerable portion of which would be raised especially 
locally, and the Committee having found that the clause authorising 
such interest was subject to the restrictions contained in Standing 
Order 167, they recommend that the payment of such interest not 
N 3 per cent. per annum as proposed by the Bill should be 

lowed. 


Bournemouth Corporation Tramways Bill. — Reporting to the House 
of Commons on behalf of the Select Committee which considered 
this Bill, the Deputy-chairman states that the Bill transfers to the 
Corporation the powers of the Christchurch and Bournemouth 
Tramways Act for the construction of tramways partly outside the 
borough, but in connection with tramways already belonging to the 
Corporation, the length of the tramway outside the borough being 
three miles odd. The Corporation is already empowered by the 
Act to run over and use the tramways outside the borough, and the 
Committee are of opinion that, having regard to the local circum- 
stances, the transfer of the powers for the construction thereof 
ought to be sanctioned. 

Woolwich Borough Council Bill—This Bill, which seeks to 
authorise the Woolwich Borough Council to supply electrical 
energy in bulk to the District Council of Foot’s Cray, on July 14th 
came, as an unopposed measure, before Lord Morley’s Committee of 
the House of Lords, and the preamble was declared proved. 

Watford and Edyeware Railway Bill.—The Committee of the 
House of Lords, presided over by Lord Morley, had this Bill before 
it on July 14th, and there being no opposition the preamble was 
declared proved. 

Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton Railway (Varius 
Powers).—On Thursday jlast week Lord Morley's Committee of the 
House of Lords considered the above Bill, which gives the com- 
pany power to raise £250,000 additional capital and to take addi- 
tional lands. It confirms the agreement entered into with the 
Metropolitan District Railway Co. and the Traction Co. The Bill 
was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

London United Tramways Bill.—This Bill came before Lord 
Morley's Committee on Thursday last week. It seeks to confer 
further powers on the London United Tramways Co., Ltd., for the 
alteration and widening of roads in the parishes of Twickenham, 
Teddington, Hampton, Heston, Sunbury, Hanworth, East Molesey, 
New Malden, Mortlake, Wimbledon, Merton, Mitcham and 
Hammersmith, at an estimated cost of £80,172. The Bill was 
ordered to proceed. 

Mid- Yorkshire Tramways.—This Bill incorporates the Mid- 
Yorkshire Tramways Co., and empowers that company to make 
about 18 miles of tramways in the West Riding of Yorkshire at an 
estimated cost of £143,487. It came on Friday before the Deputy- 
Chairman's Committee of the House of Commons, and was ordered 
to be reported to the House for tbird reading. 

Chard Corporation Gas and Electricity.—The above Bill, which 
enables the Cbard Corporation to supply gas and electricity in the 
borough, and to supply electricity in bulk to outside authorities, on 
Friday came before the Unopposed Committee of the House of 
Commons, and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Dewsbury, Batley and Birstal Tramways.—This Bill authorises 
the construction of a new tramway in Ravensthorpe and the elec- 
trical equipment and reconstruction of the tramways in the 
Boroughs of Dewsbury and Batley and a number of urban 
districta. Ono Friday it came before the Deputy-Chairman’s Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, and the preamble of the Bill was 
found proved. 

Taf Vale Railway.—This Bill, which, amongst other things, 
gives the company power to work the railway by electric power, 
came on Friday as an unopposed measure before the Deputy- 
Chairman’s Committee of tbe House of Commons, and was ordered 
to be reported for third reading. 

Rochester Corporation Tramways.—Reporting to the House of 
Commons from the Committee which found the preamble of this 
Bill proved, Mr. Ashton says the Bill authorises the construction of 
new tramways, and certain of the tramways are to be constructed 
in streets to be made, widened or improved under the Bill, and the 
time for the construction of such tramways is limited to two years 
for the completion of the street works. This may extend the time 
for the construction of such tramways beyond the time limited by 
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the Standing Orders, but the Committee, under the circumstances, 
decided to allow the said period of two years for the completion of 
the street works. 

North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Bill.—Petitions against 
this Bill have been deposited in the Private Bill Office of the 
House of Lords by owners and ratepayers of Willesden and the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. 

Gosport, Fareham and Cosham Tramways.—This Bill came before 
the Deputy-Chairman of Committee of the House of Commons on 
Tuesday, and there being no opposition, it was ordered to be re- 
ported to the House for third reading. It has already passed the 
House of Lords. ! 

Hove, Worthing and District Tramways.—On Tuesday this Bill 
was before the Select Committee of the House of Commons, pre- 
sided over by the Deputy-Chairman, and in the absence of opposi- 
tion, the preamble was found proved. 

South-Eastern, and London, Chatham and Dover Railways.— 
Authority is given in this Bill to enable the Joint Committee to 
work the railway by electrical power. Оп Tugsday the preamble 
was found proved by the Deputy-Chairman of Committee of the 
House of Commons, and it was ordered to be reported to the House 
for third reading. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Protection or Free Trade? 


Although this question is one which inevitably becomes a 
party one, and is also one which cannot very well be discussed 
purely on its merits in regard to its beneficial or detrimental 
effecta on the nation at large, personal interests and class 
privileges are large factors in the problems. Call it what 
we may—Fair Trade, Preferential Trade, Retaliation, or 
something introdaced for the benefit of the Colonies or the 
Empire—it has the one fundamentally objectionable feature, 
and that is, it ends in benefiting one or more classes in this 
country at the expense of all the others. Hence we find 
every different class of trader clamoring for the privilege of 
being the fortunate protected class. 

Protect me, is the selfish cry. The old sturdy, independent 
British spirit and enterprise has given place to the abjectly 
foreign whine for protection. And what has scared these 
weak-kneed traders so badly, that they are so frantically 
shouting for help, and explaining how money spent upon 
buying foreign goods is lost to everybody at home? As if 
the fact that we yet the goods did not balance the money 
spent, was admitted. They complain of foreigners placing 
heavy imposts to keep out our manufactured goods from their 
markets, That із complairft No. 1. 

Complaint No. 2 is that the foreigner can send in his 
goods free to compete with us in the home markets. Com- 
plaint No. 3 is that the foreigner is competing alongside of 
ов in Foreign and Colonial markets with more and more 
effect. This is all too true, but the adverse effects on our 
National (or Imperial) commerce are frightfully exaggerated 
by partisans, for other reasons than the good of the Empire 
and its commerce. 

Retaliation is the only weapon to meet the first trouble, 
if that trouble can be shown to be so serious as to require 
such drastic treatment. It might even be adopted, in spite 
of the ugly fact that some class at home would benefit, while 
all the others would suffer as much as the foreigner ! 

A heavy impost on manufactured goods would affect the 
second complaint to the great benefit of the home manu- 
facturers of the protected goods, but only if they were 
necessaries of life; if not, then the high price and restricted 
market would reduce the demand for them. 

No. 3 complaint is a sure sign of supine weakness, and is 
incurable. If we cannot compete on common ground with 
foreigners, and beat them, then we are not worth protecting. 

In the leading article on this discussion, it was suggested 
that Protection would meet with some considerable degree of 


support, not upon its merits as a pure question of the . 


country’s good, but on an interested basis it would be hacked 
up by many. | 

That, to the writer, seems the most dangerous aspect of 
the question. There is also the fact that the question has 
not been raised upon a clean issue; along with it there is the 
bribe of higher wages and old age pensions. Protection 
could not stand alone upon its merits before the people whose 
earnings are largely spent on food. That fact its promoters 
seem to have realised at the outset. 

For these reasons Protection seems to have a dangerously 


near chance of adoption. On its side are that numerous 
class who, to put it vulgarly, are “on the make” ; whether 
the Protection is good for the country or not is to them of 
no account; it will be good for them, and that is enough. 
They will vote solid for it. Numbers will be gulled by the 
* higher wages" and “old age pension" makeweighte. 
Others, again, will be scared by the Protectionist tale of 
woe and ruin through which the poor benighted country is 
passing, as proved by the immense trade we did in the 
seventies and the trade we now do, without explaining that 
the Continent of Europe was paralysed with war in '71 and 
'72, and the whole world was left to us to supply manufac- 
tures from our shops alone, without competition, during these 
ears, 

Then there is the man in the street, who knows prac- 
tically nothing about the question. He may be about 
equally divided for and against ; and, finally, the partisans, 
and those who cast in their influence with the proposers of 
a scheme in whom they have blind faith. Put them all 
together there is a large support for Protection on anything 
but rational grounds, and without considering its far- 
reaching resulta. 

There is no comparison between Great Britain and any 
other country which can be fairly made on this question. 
The land in no case could produce a tithe of the raw 
materials and food we require, much less can it do 80 as long 
as the landowner is the heaviest burden on the land ; we are 
absolutely dependent upon imports to support the mass of 
the population. Our industrial system has grown up under 
Free Trade far beyond the growth of any other country's 
industries, simply because it is the only gystem under which 
we can obtain the large bulk of importa required in a country 
whose land resources are very limited. Apart from food 
and raw material, which we must have from abroad, most of 
these imports are machinery and goods which are not made 
anywhere in Britain, or, if made, are antiquated and not as 
cheap or good, so that it is a positive benefit to the whole 
country that we should be able to get them, of the best in 
the world without paying a tax upon them. 

Those most closely connected with commerce, and who 
are not influenced by the Оп the make" principle, most 
readily admit that the damage to British interests actually 
due to foreign protection is grossly exaggerated for the pur- 
pose of securing the advantages of protection to the few at 
the expense of the many. It is futile to point to some 
declining industries unless that decline can be clearly brought 
home to Free Trade. Some industries are bound to decline 
in any country, whether Free Trade or Protectionist. At 
any rate, the question is always open for discussion, whether 
if а special trade cannot flourish alone and unaided it should 
be bolstered up by the community, or allowed to die a 
natural death ? 

We ought, on the whole, to be very thankful that our 
friends in the Western Continent are Protectionists. Just 
fancy, what with their population, their natural! resources, 


. vast land tracts and energy, would be the nature of their 


competition in the world's markets if they had Free Trade. 
Protection keeps up their cost of production of manufactured 
goods to such a height that they prefer to come to a Free 
Trade country to manufacture for markets outside of their 
own tariff walls. 

That all business men are not panic stricken at the 
foreigner’s conduct of his business may be shown by two 
references, first from the Yorkshire Post of July 17th :— 

In a speech yesterday the Mayor of Bradford said we had at 

home, at our own doors, sufficient trade to find employment for 
every citizen in the country. It used to be said that grass would 
grow in the streets of Bradford if they lost the American trade. 
They had lost that trade, but the grass had not yet begun to grow, 
showing that there was life in the old dog yet. Personally, he did 
not fear any competition. He thought Bradford could hold its own 
against all competitors. “ And," Alderman Wade said, "I have 
very great hopes of the future, notwithstanding all the Protectionist 
ideas which are prevalent at the present time." A few years ago 
he thought Frauce and Germany could beat us, but now he thought 
we could beat both of them put together. 
The other reference is to the speech of the chairman of the 
E.C. Co. at the annual meeting reported on page 111 of last 
week's ELECTRICAL REVIEW, declaring that he had no fear 
of German competition. 

It is to men with these manly, fearless, and level-headed 
views that our trade and expansion of commerce is due ; not 
to the self-seekers or scared supporters of weak trades: 
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The fairy tale about the money spent on a foreign product 


being lost to everybody at home,as is solemnly retailed in 
the Electrical Times, in order to scare its juvenile readers 
into being good Protectionista, may be referred to as a good 
example of the other attitude of hopeless panic and helpless- 
ness. Free Traders and Britons should deplore this 
humiliating exhibition, because it represents an incorrect 
view of our actual strength, even if there is some truth in 
the belief that we in some cases cannot compete under Free 
Trade. Too much fuss over magnified grievances, some of 
them manufactured, is the weakness of Protectionista. 


A Fearless Free Trader. 


Protection or Fair Trade? 


Like all good citizens of the electrical persuasion, I have 
been much interested in the articles and correspondence on 
the tariff question in the electrical journals. Referring to 
your communicated article in the current issue, I still think 
Mr. Wilson has the best of the argument in spite of his 
strong language. Taking the case of the printer and his 
motors given by your contributor, I would ask whether it is 
better for the nation as a whole that Mr. Printer should 
spend £170 on goods manufactured in this country or should 
send £100 abroad, and perhaps spend the remaining £70 in 
trading with his own countrymen ? 


London, E.C., July 21st, 1908. 


E. P. Allam. 


Electricity in Mines. 


In the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEw dated July 8rd, 
Mr. A. B. Croft states his opinion that The cables are, 
perhaps, to be considered as the most vulnerable portion of 
the system. Their improvement, in a mechanical sense, 
should, I think, pave the way for higher pressures." It 
will be of interest to your readers to hear something about 
this matter's standing on the Continent. 

There, one has abandoned the above-mentioned idea long 
since, and is very busy introducing high tension electric 
power in mine work, it having been proved that, though the 
initial cost of installation may be rather high, the amount 
of money saved in the long run is very considerable, owipg 
to the small losses of power in the cables as compared with 
those created by the escaping and condensing of the steam in 
the piping and by the quantity of firing material used in an 
old-fashioned plant. | 

High tension cable installations, with tensions up to 8,000 
volte, have ceased to be looked at as risky undertakings, and 
have become an everyday occurrence on the Continent. 

There have been certainly many difficulties to be over- 
come in the construction of cables and accessories for these 
purposes, and in the special method of laying and connecting 
them ; but all these difficulties have, however, been satis- 
factorily disposed of, and the construction of cables for up 
to 12,000 volts for mine work will shortly come within the 
range of practical electrical engineering. 

I would draw your attention to the fact that the Land and 
Sea Cable Works, Ltd., Nippes-Cologne, had a complete 
installation of cables and accessories for pits exhibited at the 
last year's Dusseldorf Exhibition, and were rewarded with 
the Exhibition medal for pioneer work in the manufacture 
of high-tension cables and remarkably well constructed 
cables for pite and mines " ; furthermore, with the **Silver 
States Medal for Industrial Achievemente," the highest 
rewards for electric cables exclusively. 

I shall be pleased to give any special information wanted 
to those whom it concerns on application. 


The Land and Sea Cable Works, Ltd., Nippes-Cologne. 
London Office: Н. G. v. KzTELBODT, Manager. 


27, Mincing Lane, London, E.C. 


Iron Piping or Wood Casing? 


In your report of Mr. de Segundo's paper read at the 
International Fire Prevention Congress," you say Mr. 
Broadbent disagreed with the suggestion to use iron 
conduits, which he thought led to greater possibility of fire 
than ordinary wood casing." What I said in the very 
hurried discussion which took place, was, that in my 


experience, more trouble was caused with iron piping than 
casing ; and I am decidedly of opinion that without effective 
supervision there is more risk attached to piping work. If 
properly carried out, which it rarely is, І have no rooted 
objection to wiring in piping. 


Frank Broadbent. 
4, Queen Street Place, E.C. 


Wiring Specifications. 


The writer has read the several letters with reference to 
the objectionable clauses in wiring specifications ; he has had 
several disagreeable incidents in connection with the dis- 
counts on fittings, and his firm never takes a contract unless 
sure of getting this discount. I have lately seen several 
architects in the town on,the subject, who inform me that 
they sre specially requested by the British Association of 
Architects to put in the clause that the contractor is to 
include for wiring, packing, fixing, and апу trade profit on 
prime cost sums for the electric fittings, which may be pur- 
chased eleewhere. This, in my opinion, is not fair to the 
contractors, as it allows men with no establishment charges 
to do the work for no profit at all on this particular item. 
By this, I mean men who are practically working foremen 
on their own jobs, of which there are a considerable number 
in this town. This is a very hard subject to settle, and I 
think it could be dealt with best by the Associations of Con- 
tractors and Manufacturers conferring with the Association 
of British Architects. 


Leeds, July 20th, 1908. 


R. E. Dixon. 


REGENERATIVE TRAMCAR CONTROL. 


THE following additional details relating to the new system 
adopted by the British Electric Traction Co. for the Devon- 
port tramways will be of interest to our readers :— 

The car with which the demonstration described in our 
last issue was carried fout is a four-wheel double-deck car, 
weighing about 9 tons, and carrying about 46 passengers ; 
it is equipped with two Brush motors, type 1,000a. The 
line has a total length of about five miles; as will be seen 
by means of the profile diagram given opposite, the gradients 
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are very severe, the maximum being 1 in 10, and the total 
length of approximately level line does not exceed } mile. 
The cars are provided with hand, slipper and rheostatic 
brakes, but in spite of these appliances, two cars have 
run away, with serious results; it was largely in order 
to obviate the risk of similar accidents that the new system 
was devised. 

The alterations necessitated in the electrical equipment 
are as follows:—The field windings have been changed from 
series to compound; the motion of the power handle of the 
controller has been limited to the series notches; a Bpeed 
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control lever has been added, interlocked with the power 
lever; an automatic switch has been introduced into the 
emergency circuit to cut out resistances when the line 
current fails. 

No change has been made in the armatures or their con- 
nections. 

The power is applied by means of the power handle as 
heretofore, but more quickly; this gives the car a speed of 
24 to 3 miles per hour. The speed lever is then slowly moved 
forward for acceleration up to 14 miles per hour. Regenera- 
tion takes place automatically on a descending grade, or is 
brought about at wil by pulling back the speed lever 
W | 
In descending a grade of 1 in 12, the speed lever can hold 
the car steadily at 24 to 3 miles an hour. In the extreme 
backward position the speed lever releases the power handle, 
which instantly flies to the emergency stop and pulls the car 
up without any shock to 1 mile an hour. 
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BUSINESS! NOTES. 


* Hiko."—One of the most common causes of trouble 
with commutators and brushes is imperfect lubrication. One pre- 
ventive method which has been used has been to boil the carbons 
in a lubricant. This, although a great improvement over dry 
brushes, was found to soften them, especially certain makes, and 
there was as a result too much non-conducting grease between the 
rubbing surfaces; as soon as the commutator commenced to 
heat more lubricant was given out, making worse contact and further 
increasing the heat. A brush impregnated with a fat or oil is not the 
best means to lubricate the commutator, for it cannot be regulated or 
controlled. Another method adopted in many power houses and 
with motors is to rub a lump ef paraffin wax on the commutator 
while running. This sometimes stops sparking for a short time, 
but it has a nasty habit of getting between the sections and carry- 
ing a black conducting mixture of carbon dust with it. What is 
needed is the application of something which will make the face of 
the commutator so clean that the brushes make the best contact 
possible. A (compound jof this kind is on the market, land has 
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The effect is exactly the same whether the trolley be on or 
off the line, and the effect of shutting off the current in 
climbing a hill is that the car drifts slowly backwards at the 
rate of 1 mile an hour. 

The net saving in energy, obtained over a large number of 
trial runs, appears to be about 80 per cent., as measured on 
the car, and the maximum demand on the line is reduced 
from 140 to 80 amperes per car. In descending hills the 
regenerative effect is usually 40 amperes (27 H.P.), some- 
times, though seldom, rising to 50 amperes (33 H.P.) There 
Js no heating or sparking of the motors beyond the normal. 
The brakes are superfluous except to fix the car on a grade, 
and the regenerative control is much quicker and more 
certain in braking than any of the brakes with which the 
cars are now fitted. 

The effect of the modifications is graphically shown by the 
diagram of energy input and returned to the line, given 
herewith ; the unshaded area above the zero line represents 
the former, and the areas shaded black show the energy 
retarned to the trolley wire in traversing the route in both 
directions. It wil be seen that the bulk of the saving is 
made in descending the long and steep inclines, but an 
appreciable amount is also gained by the use of the motors 
for stopping the car. The effect of the new winding upon 
the magnetisation curve of the motor is shown in the 
adjoining figure; it appears that a variation of field 
strength from a maximum of 100 toa minimum of 45, or 
55 per cent., is obtained by the use of the shunt winding, 
giving the necessary range of speed and E.M.F. to fulfil the 
required conditions. 


Commutator Grinder.—We understand that in the new 
pae stations of the Manchester Corporation, which bave recently 
described in our pages, the commutator grinder made by the 
Phillips Machine Syndicate, Ltd., of 794, Salisbury House, London 
Wall, E.O., is used for truing and cleaning commutators. 


been known to manylof)ithejlargefifirms|:for|ithofpastithreetyears|; 
it is sold under the registered trade mark “Hiko,” and is 
supplied in tin boxes. It is stated that if ithis composition be 
applied with pressure while the commutator! is revolving'it will 
remove an astonishing amount of black dirt; after several 
арр rapi the commutator will acquire & nicely polished surface, 
and the rubbing-face of the brush will be burnished like ebonyfand 
have a hard face looking like glass. It has taken up enough “Ко” 
to lubricate it without softening it at all, and will resist wear very 
well In actual practice a certain 90-B.H.P. motor running night 
and day, making 780 to 800 1evolutions, fitted with 48 small 
carbon brushes, used up one set of these brushes every week, 
partly because the commutator—a large one required sand- 
papering repeatedly. We are informed that the use of “hiko” 
stopped sparking, and for nine months not one new brush had to 
be put into the motor brush-holders. A great saving was effected in 
brushes alone. It is said that so much lese heat is generated when 
“ hiko " is used that in most cases a larger output can be got out 
of the machine. “ Hiko” acts equally well with copper brushes. 
Formerly it was put up in cases like shaving sticks, but it was 
found that attendants rubbed the stick on the commutator, which 
took off 100 times more than was required. It is now put up in 
tins which can be carried in the waistcoat pocket, and sold by Mr. 
Hickley, of Southampton. We understand that it is also on sale in 
both America and Germany. 


Annual Holidays.—The works of the Electric and 
Ordnance Accessories Co., Ltd., at Aston, will be closed from 
August Ist to 6th for the holidays, and goods cannot be received 
between those dates. The company’s annual outing took place on 
Saturday, 18th inst., by train to Worcester. After a visit to the 
Cathedral there, the journey to Holte Fleet was accomplished by 
special steamer. The party numbered about 300, and all depart- 
ments of the works were well represented. Unfortunately, the 
sports had to be postponed owing to the rain; they are to be held 
on the ground of the Stellite Cricket Club on Saturday next. From 
the same cause the majority of the party returned to Worcester by 
an earlier steamer than had been anticipated, and spent the evening 
seeing the sights in the Faithful City.” 

The Langdon-Davies Motor Co., Ltd., closes its works from 
August 1st to 8th, inclusive, for the annual holidays. 

Messrs. Willans & Robinson’s works at Rugby, will be closed from 
August 1st to 10th. 


Railway Signalling.—The Great Western Railway Co. 
it going to instal the British Miller electric automatic signalling 
system through the Severn Tunnel. 
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Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEE ENDING JULY 22ND, 1902. Ҹвик ENDING JULY 21st, 1903. 


Alexandria .. es .. Value £49 Alexandria. .. Value £199 
" Teleg. mat. ae 56 Amsterdam ss . 125 
Amsterdam “ о .. 123 Antwerp... ns es . . 841 
Auckland .. ds " . . 1,298 Bombay  .. " 88 .. 112 
Bangkok  .. $a Я vs 15 Boulogne .. és vs ee 13 
Bombay  .. % is „ Brisbane К .. 100 
TUM Teleg. mat. 308 Buenos Ayres as 3,165 
Calcutta  .. се аа . lt $i Teleg. mat. ee 832 
Channel Islands. - us 40 š Teleph. cable. 175 
Colombo. Teleg. mat. ee 105 Calcutta... id ET . 1,118 
Copenhagen. Elec. cable .. 1,081 Cape Town .. „+ ss .. 600 
` 10 Teleg. wire s 99 Colombo Es Р . 158 
Durban si es bos . 1710 Copenhagen. Віес. cable ee 1,037 
Flushing a e ба 11 Demerara .. i es m 30 
Ghent © а ex is 10 Durban Mà > ee . 1,479 
Gibraltar .. zs ne m 23 East London Vs s» .. 876 
Hamburg is - е 51 Fremantle .. vs os .. 245 
Hong Kong. ES “> „ 739 Gibraltar. ik vs $5 27 
Larache ex xis os $s 16 Halifax vi ice ө» єх 62 
Lyttleton .. s А ИА Hamburg .. v xs nis 17 
Melbourne .. ке 41 .. 924 Hong Kong es 25 
Moji .. «x TEM E Lisbon 18 
Nagasaki  .. Ре Vo . 500 Madras Um <a ae 151 
New York .. es we .. 500 Melbourne .. Vs aie SQ 874 
Otago.. * “a s . 70 Penang. Teleg. mat. .. 99 
Perth.. ЯР Re .. 108 Perth.. i vs 80 


Port Elizabeth |. .. 111 | PortElizabeth ., ^ ..  .. 880 


Rangoon .. s ar ee 102 Rio Janeiro.. aie 25 ar 38 
Riga .. - АЯ 5% oe 68 is Teleg. appar. .. 2,852 
Rio de Janeiro a .. 185 Rosario , es "A 405 46 
St. Petersburg .. ss «.. 220 Singapore. Teleg. mat. .. 406 
Singapore .. ёж ss es 24 Valparaiso .. «is T ia 50 
Bydney si es ae . . 1,071 Wellington .. 80 a . . 1,691 
Tokio.. x vs " 5. 20 Yokohama .. A .. €00 
Vancouver. Teleg. cable 813,000 
Wellington .. t. ee 
Yokohama .. es x . 954 
Yokosaka .. as а .. 659 

Total £923,963 Total  .. £16,515 


Electrical Exhibits at the Agricultural Hall.— 
The annual Ironmongery and Electrical Trades Exhibition is now 
proceeding at the Agricultural Hall, Islington, and will remain open 
until 28th. As usual, the electrical exhibits form only a minor 
gection, and there is nothing out of the way striking among them. 
There ie a distinctly good collection of incandescent electric lamps 
and fittings, also the Maxim“ patent arc lamp, and the Kingsway 
electric street lantern attachment for gas lanterns, shown by the Bir 
Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co. Mesers. James 
Hinks & Son, Ltd., have some very impressive and artistic designs 
of electroliers, pendants, and во on, distributed among a finely 
arranged showing of oil and gas fittings. The Reed's Electrical 
Engineering and Supply Co., of Southwark Street, S.E., show the 
Edison-Reed incandescent lamps, electric fans, motors, &c. ; lighting 
and bell fittings are exhibited at the stand of Messrs. Card well, 
Boorman, Ford-Lloyd, Ltd.; Messrs. Hopper & Co. show “ Eureka 
cycle lamps, E.R.G. dry batteries and other specialities; electrical 
slabs for switchboards are placed on view by Messrs. Sessions and 
Sons, Ltd., of Gloucester; Kynoch’s, Ltd., of Witton, have their 
oil and gas engines for electric lighting, also roller bearings. The 
" Simplex ” steel conduits and fittings are, of course, shown by the 
Simplex Steel Conduit Co., who are always well to the fore at such 
exhibitions. The British Prometheus Co., Ltd., who are showing 
some enterprise with their electric heating and cooking 
apparatus, are effectively and ably represented, and we 
learnt on the occasion of our call that their tramcar heaters 
have lately been tried in some electric cars in the provinces running 
direct on a 560-volt circuit, and have given excellent results. The 
American Electrical Novelty Manufacturing Oo., Ltd., have a large 
collection of well-finished ‘Ever Ready” portable electric 
specialities. Incandescent lamps, bells, accessories, Strickland’s 
patent Reeplen " dry cell, and numerous other details are exhi- 
bited by the Davis Electric Lamp Co. The best collection of motors, 
indeed the only one of any consequence, is to be found at the stand 
of Messrs. F. A. Glover & Co., Ltd., where a number of from 4 to 
5 H.P., and perhaps higher, are shown, also fans and many other 
things needed for & modern installation in large buildings. If we 
add to the above the name of Messrs, Rylands, Ltd., whose wires 
for many purposes, including telegraphic and telephonic service, are 
shown, we think we have exhausted the whole of the matters of 
electrical interest. 


The Horsfall Destructor. — The makers of tbis 
destructor have received from the Sanitary Institute, in connection 
with their Health Exhibition at Bradford, now proceeding, the 
Institute's silver medal—the highest and only award given for 
destructors—for one of their patent '' Portable " refuse destructors 
exhibited in operation. This is the tbird occasion on which 
the Horsfall system has been awarded a silver medal at the 
Sanitary Institute. The Horsfall Destructor Co. has recently 
obtained contracts for the Corporations of Leigh (Lancashire), 
Folkestone, Swansea, Stourbridge, Bridport, Gosport, Bloemfontein 
and Durban. 


For Sale.—On Tuesday next, July 25th, Messrs. Percy 
Huddleston & Co. will sell by auction under the liquidation of 
Messrs. Hodges & Todd, Ltd., the stock and plant of an electrical 
instrument manufacturer, including lathes, drilling, sawing, milling 
and other machines, measuring instrumenta, &c., some particulars 
of which are given in our advertisement pages. 

On July 31st Messrs. Green & Son will offer for sale by auction, 
the freehold riverside premises of the Sturtevant Engineering Co., 
Ltd., in Bankside, S. EB. Тһе Sturtevant Co. are removing to 
larger premises. Bee our advertisement pages. 

Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co. are offering for sale certain 
modern electric lighting plant. See advertisement pages, 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. VERIT YS, Lrp., have 
issued a new circular, No. 54, containing a deseription of their open 
type “Aston” arc lamps. The testimonials are accompanied by 
street and interior views, showing the lamps in use. The parts of, 
and accessories for, lamps are also well illustrated and detailed in a 


series of tables, code words and prices being stated in every case. 


The question of using electric omnibuses by which special tracks, 
essential with tramways, are avoided, bas been to the fore recently, 
and no doubt will be more prominently under notice in the future. 
A neatly-illustrated brochure, which has been issued by Messrs. 
SIEMENS Bros. & Co., Lrp., describing the Siemens & Halske 
system, therefore comes vory appropriately at the present time. 
Some of the illustrations shown have already appeared in the 
ErEcTBICAL Review (February 6th, 1903). 

Brush Bulletin No. 3 is another of the excellent publications 
issued by the B&usH ELzgcTRICOAL ENGINEERING Co. It gives a 
description of their single trucks, maximum traction tracks, equal- 
wheel bogie and four-wheel bogie trail trucks, heavy service motor 
and trail trucks. Among the excellent pictures with which the text 
is accompanied, is a view of part of the truck shop at Falcon Works, 
Loughborough. A list is given of between 50 and 60 tramway and 
railway authorities who have placed truck orders with the 
company. | 

The Ввгтівн THomson Ноовтон Co., Lrp., has issued another 
list for addition to ita now bulky collection. It is numbered 146, 
and details sewing-machine motora. Prices of alternating and 
continuous-current outfits are given. 

Messrs. MATHER & Piatt, LTD., have brought out a new cata- 
logue, in which their polyphase motors of several classes of design, 
also starting ewitches, are described and priced. The illustrations 
are executed in very fine style. Details of dimensions are stated. 


Trade Announcements.—From Messrs. Н. V. Kramer: 
and Co., of Lower Weston, Bath, we have received a copy of their 
latest pamphlet, dealing with ball bearings and their application 
to direct-current generators and motors. Among the pictures shown 
is a dock-crane equipment, and a slow-speed steam-turbine-driven 
generator (10 H.P., 3,000 revolutions), both with ball bearings. 
After two years’ work at the Karlsruhe manufactories, it is stated 
tbat ball-bearing machines have been made a practical success. 
Messrs. Kramer have formed a company, known as the Bath Electric 
Manufacturing Co., with a capital of £15,000, to manufacture 
electric crane and lift controllers according to a new system; also 
electric drills, Grisson gear motors, and other specialities. The 
company will work quite independently of the firm of H. V. 
Kramer & Co. | 

The publication offices of our American contemporary Electro- 
Chemical Industry are now located at 114, Liberty Street, New 
York. 

Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd., of Trafford Park, have taken 
extensive offices at Parliament Mansions, Victoria Street, S. W., for 
the accommodation of the directors representing the company in 
London. 

Messrs. Ed. van Nierop & Co., merchants in Kobe, Yokohama 
and Moji (Japan), have recently started an engineering department 
which has been placed under the management of Mr. André Schmidt, 
mechanical and electrical engineer, for many years connected with 
several European concerns. The department will design and con- 
struct complete power and lighting plants, factory and mining 
installations. 

M. Andre A. Godin, of 9, Little James Street, Gray’s Inn Road, 
W.C., bas been appointed sole English representative for the ignition 
and traction accumulators made by M. A. Dinin, of Paris. 

We understand that Mr. Archibald Campbell, of Lonsdale 
Chambers, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C., has been appointed sole British 
agent for the Swiss Incandescent Co. 

Mr. Harry W. Calderbank, of 78, King Street, Manchester, has 
purchased the whole of the stock and patterns of Messrs. Clayton 
aud Co., Union Works, Huddersfield, who are retiring from busi- 
ness. Mr. Calderbank will continue the manufacture of the Clayton 
specialities. 

Oil Separators.—We understand that Messrs. Baker’s 
Patent Appliances Co., Ltd., of Scarborough, who are the sole 
makers of the Baker oil separators for exhaust steam, have now in 
course of construction the following separators:—For the York 
Electric Station, per Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd.; the University 
of Birmingham; Messrs. Hick, Hargreaves & Co., Bolton, direct ; 
the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., five separators for their 
five Westinghouse engines of 2,500 m.P. each, direct; Wakefield 
Corporation Electricity Works, direct; Aberdeen Town Council 
Electricity Works, direct; Bristol Corporation Electricity Works; 
West Australian Government, per British Westinghouse Co.; 
Gibraltar Electricity Works, per Messrs. Belliss & Morcom, Ltd.; 
Wigan Coal and Iron Co., Ltd., direct; Tynemouth Corporation, 
direct. 


Large Private Plant.—An installation which has 
recently been carried out by the National Electric Wiring Co., Ltd. 
(Dublin), at Messrs. Geary & Co.’s Confectionery Works, Limerick, 
is interesting in that producer gas is used as the source of motive 
power. The producer is of the Duff type, of 100 H.P., and there 
are two National gas engines, each driving a В.Т.Н. 30-kw. dynamo. 
The main switcbboard consists of three panels carried by an iron 
frame, there being two generator panels, and a distributing panel 
carrying 12 change-over switches, fuses, &c. The lighting is 
effected by means of 240 glow and fourarc lamps, and the machinery 
is driven by three 10-H.P., and two 5-н.р. B. T. H. motors, bolted to 
the ceilings. B. T. H. starting rheostats, with automatic no-volt and 
overload release, are provided. The plant bas given great 
satisfaction throughout, and the cost of generation is found to be 
very low. 
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Livett v. South London Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion.—The defendants were summoned before Mr. Hopkins at 
Lambeth last week to answer the complaint of Captain C. J. Livett, 
of Loughborough Road, Brixton, that they, being liable and 
required to supply electric energy to his residence, did unlawfully 
discontinue such supply, and had since made default in supplying 
such energy, and had thereby incurred penalties to the amount of 
£222, pursuant to the provisions of the Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 6) Act, 1892. 

Mr. Matthews, addressing the Court for the defence, said the 
whole question in this case was whether or not the company were 
justified in cutting off the complainant’s supply. The light in this 
case was supplied under э contract dated August 17th, 1901, by 
which the company undertook to instal a free installstion of six 
16-c.P. lamps. The meter rert depended upon the number of 
lamps that were used. Captain Livett had admitted that in addi- 
tion to the company’s installation he installed nine 8-0 P. lamps, the 
result of which was to make him liable for a meter rent of 3s. 
instead of 2a. per quarter. Captain Livett over and over again 
contended that he only owed 2s., and not Зв. The matter was 
allowed to go on for five quarters, and not being able to obtain 
the additional 5s. then due, the company in March cut off the supply. 

After some discussion, a consultation took place between counsel, 
and Mr. Matthews afterwards announced that а settlement had 
been arrived at by which the company had agreed to make some 
compensation to Captain Livett, to pay his coste, and, without 
charge, reconnect his premises. 

The summons was then withdrawn. 


Edgewise Ammeters and Voltmeters, — Messrs. 
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tee fig. 2). Each type can be supplied with either horisontal or 
vertical ө, as preferred. Messrs. Everett, Edgcumbe & Co. 
supply these instruments eitber of the dead-beat moving - coil type, 
or of their moving-iron type. The latter are fitted with their well- 
known **air-damping arrangement, whereby, without any friction 
whatever, that absolute dead-beatness is obtained which is во 
essential for motor work. The introduction of such compact and 
workmanlike meters ought to enable everyone installing an electric 
motor to add an ammeter, to act not only as a check on the efficiency 
of the motor and the plant which it is driving, but also as a valuable 
warning of anything going wrong. 

High-frequency Currents and Cancer.—The possi- 
bility of curing cancer by means of electric currents of great 
frequency and high potential is still in an experimental stage, but 
the outlook is hopefal. Оа the authority of a medical man and 
an electrician, both of whom are said to be dietinguished prac- 
titioners in this special aspect of treating disease, an article 
written by Miss Kathleen Schlesinger will appear in the August 
number of the World's Work. The article is illustrated by original 
photographs of patiunts under treatment. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Apparatus and 
Machinery.—The value of the foreign electrical goods and 
apparatus into this country during last month is officially returned 
at £60,434, as contrasted with £67,582 in May last, and £71,709 in 
June, 1902. During the same month the imports of foreign elec- 
trical machinery reached a total of £52,497, as compared with 
£37,466 in May last. For the first balf of the current year foreign 
electrical machinery imported attained a value of £213,002, and 
electrical goods and apparatus £360,914, the latter comparing 
with £355,411 in the first six months of 1902. 


Dissolutions.—Messrs. W. R. Laidlaw and G. H. 
Scholes (Laidlaw, Scholes & Co., electrical engineers and con- 
tractors, Manchester) have dissolved partnership. Mr. Scholes will 
continue the business as G. Н. Scholes & Со., and he will attend to 
debts of the late firm. 

Messrs. W. C. C. Hawtayne and F. Fairley (carrying on business 
as W. С. С. Hawtayne, consulting electrical and mechanical engi- 
neer at 9, Queen Street Place, E.C.) have dissolved partnership. Mr. 
Hawtayne will attend to debts. 


New “Ediswan” Accessories,—The Edison and Swan 
United Electric Light Co., Ltd., are introducing a capital tumbler 
switch called the Ediswan Н.У. “ Wedge” type. The handle is 
rigidly attached to a block of porcelain carrying a transverse brass 
bar, which bridges between two copper springs, giving a double 
break. A spring throw-off is provided, and. as in the act of 
switching off the porcelain block is interposed between the contacts, 
a perfect break is ensured. This is certainly a switch which for 
simplicity and efficiency, we think, can hardly be excelled. The 
company has also brought out a new double-pole key holder, in 
which tbe part attached to the handle consists wholly of porcelain ; 
the parts are completely enclosed in two porcelain blocks, and the 
whole is thoroughly substantial and well finished. It is impossible 
to get a shock from either of these devices, which are perfectly 
suitable for pressures up to 300 volte. The “Economic” fuse. 
board is another new high-voltage fitting; the fuses, 34 in. long, 
are carried in neat porcelain vridges, with clip connections, and the 
porcelain slabs for + and — poles are separate, and enclosed in 
a neat wooden case. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES 


Barnstaple.—The L.G.B. has granted the T.C. the 
balance of the £4,400 loan needed for the purpose of extending tho 
E.L. mains outside the compulsory area. 


Berlin.—The Berlin Electric Company has produced and 
supplied, during the past year, 102,500,000 units, 6,000,000 more 
than in the previous year. The main portion of this enormous 
output was used by the electric tramways, which took 41,000,000 
units. Industrial concerns comenext, with a little under 25,000,000 
units. Private establishments took 13,750,000 units, mostly for 
lighting purposes. For public lighting purposes, including railway 
stations, 1,700,000 units were used. Electric power to the amount 
of 20,000 H.P. was used by the tramway companies. 


Bexhill-on-Sea.— The report on the U.D.C.’selectric light 
undertaking shows that last year a gross profit of £1,106 was made, 
but the balance against the Councilis £2,337. "There was an increase 
in the consumption of 61,670 unite, and in the revenue of £950. 


Bilston.—The Midland Electric Corporation has offered 
to supply energy to the public buildings at a reduced rate of 2d. per 
unit for seven years, subject to the right of the Council to call upon 
the company to carry out the public lighting of the streets being 
waived for five years. The Council is to be recommended to agree 
to this. 


Bognor.— Subject to the security being satisfactory, the 
U.D.O. has adopted the electric lighting scheme submitted by 
Messrs. J. & B. Enright on behalf of Messrs. Suter & Co. 


Bo'ness.—The T.C. has completed an agreement with the 
National Electric Wiring Co. for supplying and fitting up all the 
necessary plant for electric light and power supply within the 
burgh. Tne Council will provide the capital required, and pay the 
company a premium of 7 per cent. on the cost, while the company 
pays interest and sinking fund on the Council's loan at 6 por cent. 

e lease is for 20 years, with breaks at 10, 14 and 17 years. At 
the end of any of these periods the Counci! may bring the agree- 
ment to a termination, and if the company has made a greater 
average profit than 3 per cent. per annum during these years, the 
excess has to be paid to the Council, which takes over the works with- 
out further payment. The maximum prices are to be 54d. per unit 
for lighting, 3d. and 2d. for power and heating, and 24d. for streets 
and public buildings. 


Bridgend.—4A difference has arisen between the D.C. 
and the Electric Power Distribution Co. The latter, it is com- 
plained, has been negotiating with private consumers for the supply 
of light on the same terms as that supplied to the Council, and it is 
gubmitted by the clerk that it was distinctly stipulated that no light 
would be supplied to private consumers, Mr. Hill, the company’s 
manager, has informed the Council that all disputes must be the 
subject of arbitration. 
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Bradford. — The Corporation has decided that tbe 
minimum charge for a stand-by supply of electricity shall be £7 
per xw. installed, the xw. being reckoned at the maximum 
possible. 

The new scale of charges fixed by the Corporation is as follows: 
— For private lighting, 4d. per unit, discount 24 per cent., and an 
allowance of free lamps; for motive power to private consumers 
using 600 units or over, per horse-power installed per half year, 
144. per unit; 450 to 600, 1łd.; 350 to 450, 14d.; 250 to 350, 
1;4.; below 250, 2d. 

The Corporation has adopted the revised general rules of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers for the regulation of wiring. 


Carthagena.—Vice-Consul Gray reports that a large 
electric works, which was in course of construction at the time of 
his last report, got into working order in May, 1902, and has since 
been supplying a large proportion of light in Cartbagena, and 
exclusively in the surrounding villages, even invading the important 
mining centre, La Union, about 9 miles away. The works are also 
supplying powet to work the mines, one or two of which bave 
adopted electricity instead of steam. On account of the competition 
between the two electrical companies now catering for the supply 
of electricity to Carthagena and district, the price for light has 
dropped considerably, and the present electric light rates, though still 
high, are knocking out petroleum —which is very dear—to a very 
great extent. 


Colwyn Bay.—The U.D.C. has decided to reduce the 
price of electricity to consumers of over 10,000 units per annum to 
4}d. per unit. Energy for motive power on the new promenade 
works was offered at 23d. per unit, with & minimum consumption of 
80,000 per annum. 


Edmonton.—The U.D.C. had before it on Monday a letter 
from Messrs. Frank Suter & Co. offering to enter into negotiations 
for the erection and running of an electric light system on the 
following or somewbat similar lines:—(1) The firm to submit 
detailed tender, with plans, specifications, and drawings ; (2) the 
Council to borrow the necessary capital and pay the firm for 
carrying out the installation; (3) the firm to lease a suitable site 
from the Council for the erection of a station at a rent to be agreed 
upon; (4) the firm to repay the Council the cost of obtaining tae 
prov. order and consulting engineer's fees for drawing up the 
specifications; (5) the firm to work the electric light installation on 
behalf of the Council, and provide & continuous supply of elec- 
tricity for public and private lighting and power; (6) and to 
receive the entire revenue, in consideration of which it would 
pay the Council annually the interest and sinking fund charges, 
any profits earned beyond that to be divided between it and 
the Council; (7) the Council might as an alternative to the last 
clause collect the revenue, retain an amount equal to the interest 
and sinking fund charges and pay the maintenance and running 
expenses, any surplus to be divided, and any loss on a year's 
working to be made good by the firm ; (8) any loss incurred during 
any year of working to be debited against the profit of any subsequent 
years; (9) the Council to have the option of taking over the under- 
taking without amy payment at the end of each financial year by 
giving 12 months’ notice in writing. The letter contained several 
other conditions, and was referred to the Electric Lighting Com- 
mittee. It was stated that the North Middlesex Electric Supply 
Co. had been asked to state the terms on which it would work 
the order. 


Felixstowe.—The U.D.C. has adopted a report from the 
consulting engineer, Mr. Wilson, recommending a total outlay of 
£17,160 for the purchase of the undertaking of the Suffolk Elec- 
tricity Supply Co. and extensions thereto. 


Halifax.—The accounts of the electricity works for the 
year ending March 31st last show that £4,972 12s. 2d. is trans- 
ferred to the renewal fand, against which there are charges on the 
year amounting to £2,144 10s. 5d. That fund, inclading balance 
from the previous year, is now 47.095 6s. 5d. The expenditure on 
capital account during the year was £13,591, bringing the net total 
to £212,578. 


Harrogate.—The T.C. bas received from the L.G.B. 


sanction to borrow £46,000 for electric lighting purposes. 


Hyderabad.—Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. have applied 
through their agente, Meesrs. Roughton & Byron, of Bombay, for 
the sanction of the Nizam's Government to the introduction of 
electric lighting to the municipalities of Hyderabad and Chud- 
derghat. 


Johnstone. — The Clyde Valley Electric Co. proposes to 
supply electricity to the burgh for lighting purposes. 


Liverpool. — On Wednesday last week one of the electric 
mains under the pathway outside St. John's Fishmarket fused, and 
became ignited. The fire brigade immediately commenced digging so 
as to get at the cables, and when this had been accomplished flames 
shot high up into the air, sending out volumes of black smoke. 
Endeavours were made to smother the flames, but without avail, and 
even the chemical engine when turned on had little effect. Toadd 
to the danger and difficulty, the heat of the fire attacked the gas 
mains. These gave way, and the gas in turn became ignited, send- 
ing out sheets of flame. The fire at this time had the appearance of 
a volcano in miniature, white hot cinders being flung into the air, 
ard making it necessary for the brigade to stand a considerable 
distance from the footpath. During the operations of the brigade 
the fire alao broke out in several other parts of the thoroughfare, 
the flames bursting through the flagstones. Eventually the electric 


cable was reached and severed, resulting in the fire being speedily 
extinguished. 


London.—L.C.C.—At the meeting on Tuesday the 


County Council decided to sanction the borrowing by the Fulham 


B.O. of £31,874 for electric lighting works, and £352 for meters. An 
expenditure of £148,500 by the Highways Committee was sanctioned 
for the purchase of machinery, boilers, switchgear, and other plant 
for the power station to be erected at Greenwich. 

Alteration of Pressure at Chelsea.—The Highways Committee 
reported that the Chelsea Electric Supply Co. had applied for the 
Council’s consent, required by the B. of T. regulations for ensuring a 
proper supply of energy in the area scheduled to the Chelsea Electric 
Lighting Orders, 1886, to an alteration of the standard pressure of 
supply in that portion of the area south and west of au imaginary 
line passing through Marlborough Road, Coulson Street, Anderson 
Street, King's Road, Franklin's Row, Royal Hospital Road, and 
Pimlico Road to the eastern boundary of the company's area of 
supply. A standard pressure of 100 volts between the middle wire 
and either of the outer conductors had hitherto been used by the com- 
pany, and it was now desired to increase it to 200 volte, with 400 
volts between the outers. The company had given public notice of 
its application to the Council, and the Highways Committee had 
taken into consideration letters received from the company's cus- 
tomers, including the Chelsea Borough Council, in consequence of 
the notice. The Committee had been advised by the chief engineer 
on the subject of the application, and as a result the County Council 
decided to give consent, subject to conditions, including the 
following :— 

That when an installation in any consumer’s premises is to be 
changed to the higher pressure, the undertakers shall themselves 
carry out, or bear the cost of, any alterations which may be neces- 
sary in the wiring or the fittings of such premises. 

That new lamps shall be arranged in series where so desired by 
the consumer. 

That all the consumers’ Jamps in use and in stock shall be replaced 
by the undertaker, free of charge, with new lamps suitable for the 
higher pressure. 

That the undertakers shall make good, at their own expense, any 
defects which may develop in any installation within three months 
of the date when the pressure is cbanged or the alteration com- 
pleted (whichever may be the later date), where such defect can 
reasonably be attributed to the increase of pressure. 

That а reduction of not less than 14 per cent. shall be made in the 
price of supply. 

Disputes are to be referred to arbitration. 

CaMBERWELL.—Last week the M. B. C. decided to purchase, at an 
estimated cost of £500, a 21-H. p. engine and dynamo for the electric 
lighting of the Camberwell Baths. A motion that the Supply of 
Electricity Bill be opposed was adopted.! ' 

HAMPSTEAD.—The B.C. on Th y last week decided, upon the 
recommendation of the factory inspector, to enlarge 21 street 
transformer stations at an estimated cost of £1,080. 

PoPLAB.—The Lighting Committee of the M.B.C. has adopted 
the code of general wiring rules prepared by the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. 

BEBRMONDSEY.—On Tuesday the Lighting Committee reported to 
the B.C. that it approved of the suggestion in the following letter 
from the chief engineer of the L.C.C., and had directed the elec- 
trical engineer to carry out the ваше :—“ The attention of a Com- 
mittee of the Council has been drawn to the desirability of taking 
all possible precautions to prevent the access of gas into street 
boxes. In the case of some electric lighting street boxes it hae 
been found advantageous to lay the cables through a small box 
before actually entering the street box (this might be placed in the 
thickness of the street box), and after the cables are led through 
it is then filled up solid with some impervious material, covered up 
and the work completed. This would undoubtedly in some cases 
increase the trouble involved in laying mains, but the great im- 
portance of the object to be gained seems to justify some extra 
cost." It was decided to fit the electrically converted gas stan- 
dards at the corner of streets and at cross-roads with three and four 
16-c P. lamps respectively, the annual cost in the first case being 
fixed at £5 10s., and £6 108. for the four lamps. 

STEPNEY.— The accounts of the electric light undertaking, issued 
recently, show the total capital expenditure up to March 31st, 
1903, to be £153,291. The gross revenue last year was £19,626, as 
against £11,223 in the precediug twelve montbs; while the expen- 
diture for the periods named were, respectively, £10,126 and £6,012. 
For the twelve months ending March 31st, 1903, there was a surplus 
of £5,145, of which it is intended to devote £2,833 to writing off 
capital expenditure, to place £1,000 to a reserve fund to pay off 
instalments of capital expenditure, and £603 to a second reserve 
fund for depreciation. In connection with the first reserve fand, it 
is pointed out that with many of the loans the repayments of capital 
do not commence until three years after the money has been bor- 
rowed. Attention is drawn, in the report, to the fact that the 
average price paid per unit for the public lighting is 16d. whereas 
the actual cost of generating is 1:82d per unit. The total revenue 
from private consumers, at an average of 275d. per unit, was last 
year £15,126, and the total revenue from public lighting, at an 
average of 1'6d. per unit, was £2,923. 

Crry.—Last week an explosion occurred in Stonecutter Street, 
E.C. A workman with his pickaxe fractured one of the gaspipes 
lying just below the surface, and at the same time struck an 
electric lighting cable; the spark from this fired the escaping gas, 
and & violent explosion resulted. The man was thrown to the 
ground, but, with the exception of a few bruises, he escaped 
unhurt. Before the firemen arrived the flames had been 
extinguished. 


(Continued on page 147.) 
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HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER STATIONS IN 
ITALY. 


OnE of ће most interesting installations visited by the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, during their recent 
pilgrimage to Italy, was the huge power station of Vizzola, 
on the River Ticino. This plant is especially noteworthy, 
in that it is used for the generation of power for distribution 
at very high pressure, over a large area, forming a close 
parallel, in fact, with the many power distribution schemes 
which have been promotcd in this country. The energy 
distributed is not applied to the lighting of towns so much 
as tothe supply of motive power to the cotton and siik mills 
and other manufacturing works and industries of this part of 
Lombardy. Many of these works formerly derived their 
motive power from the falls of the River Olona, but this 
was soon exhausted, and had to be supplemented by steam 
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scheme was planned and carried out by the Societa Lombarda 
per Distribuzione d' Energia Elettrica. 
Although the Ticino had previously been practically 
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VIZZOLA: WEIR AND ЁОВЕВАҮ. 


VIZZOLA: INTERIOR OF PowER STATION.I 


VizzOLA: EXTERIOR oF WORKS. 


plant, in spite of the heavy cost of coal. Hence the develop- 
ment of electric power transmission, which rendered possible 
the utilisation of the immense natural energy of the Ticino 
and other rivers, has been of the utmost benefit to this busy 
and populous district, the industrial centre of Italy. The 


untapped as a source of energy, its waters 
had been largely availed of for irrigation 
purposes for generations past ; and the Società 
Italiana per Condotte d'Acqua, about 20 
years ago, carried out important works at a 
point about 5 km. above Vizzola for the 
derivation of an irrigation canal called the 
* Canale Villoresi," which runs along near 
the left bank of the Ticino. When these 
works were executed, provision was made for 
the future construction of an industrial canal, 
which takes it8 rise from the same forebay, 
and runs parallel with the irrigation canal, 
as far as the hydro-electric power station. 
One of our illustrations gives a view of the 
intake, showing the weir, which is 290 m. 
wide and 4 m. high, and the sluice gates, which 
are capable of passing about 200 m? of water per 


second. The forebay is 600 m. long, and is provided 
with a spill-way leading surplus water into the 
river. The industria: canal is also navigable, as the 
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МАР OY AREA SUPPLIED. 


members of the Institution party will 
pleasantly remember, for it was along this 
waterway that they were conveyed in barges 
from the intake works to the power station, 
the journey being beguiled by à most enjoy- 
able repast, which led to the bestowal of the 
title “ alimentary canal " upon the aqueduct. 

The canal is about 6 km. in length from 
the forebay, and has a capacity of 80 m? 
per second, with a fall of O15 per cent. 
The total head of water available is 30 m., 
which is diminished to 26 m. in flood-time, 
and the brake borse-power obtainable from 
the turbines at all times is about 18,000 H.P. 
At & point near the power station the navi- 
gable canal is separated from the power 
canal,and descends by three locks to the 
river, while the power canal is carried by a 
fine aqueduct to the forebay of the station. 


» Seosndary Statlons 3 


On one side of this is a spill-way, allowing surplus water to fall 
in successive stages to the river level, while the other side is 
occupied by the penstocks and sluice gates controlling the 
turbines, The adjoining view shows the gallery in this 
building containing the gear for controlling the gates, 
which can be operated both electrically and by hand. 

The water is led to the turbines by 12 steel pipes, sop- 
ported above-ground, as shown in our views of the exterior 
of the station ; leaving the turbines, it is carried away by a 
tail-race to rejoin the navigable canal, and falls into the 
river at a short distance from the station. 

The generating plant consists of 10 generators and three 
exciters, coupled direct to turbines, Of the latter, eight were 
built by Messrs. A. Riva Monneret & Co., of Milan, and two 
by Messrs. J. M. Voith, of Heidenheim, of 2,000 H.P. each, 
running at 187 r.p.m.; all of them are designed for a head 
varying from 24 to 28 m., and they are all of the reaction 
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type, with horizontal axes and two rotors, the admission 
being radial from without, and the discharge central with 
draught tube. The speed is automatically regulated by a 
governors and servo-motors, of the hydraulic type in the case 
of the Riva Monneret turbines, and mechanical in the case 
of the Voith machines. The turbines coupled to the exciters 
were made by Messrs. Riva Monneret & Co., and are of 
220 H P. each, running at 300 r.p.m. They are provided 
with fly-wheels on the shafts and elastic couplings, and are 
controlled by governors with mechanical servo-motors. 

The electric generators were supplied by the E.A.G. v. 
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1. A native escort at Vizzola. 
5. The Spill-way at Vizzola. 
5. Unveiling memorial to Enrico Carli, at Paderno. 


proceeds from these large hydro-electric sets, while the 
absence of any reciprocating mechanism, with its attendant 
pulsation, adds to the peculiarity of the installation in the 
eyes of a Britisher. | 

The excitera are of 145 Kw. each, working at 110 volta. 

Tue switchgear is situated in two rooms abutting on the 
dynamo room, the operative faces of the switchboards being 
accessible in the latter by means of a gallery and stairways. 
The generator switchgear is placed in the lower room, and 
the feeder gear above. The feeders go from the switchboard 
to the lightning arrester equipment, always such a prominent 
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2. The party at the Vizzola power canal. 
4. Exterior of Power Station, Vizzola. 
6. Intake of Paderno power canal. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS IN ITALY. 


Schuckert & Co., of Nuremberg ; they are coupled direct to 
the tarbines, and are of the rotating field type, most of them 
having a single exciting coil after the Kapp design. They 
generate three-phase current at a pressure of 11,000 volts 
and a frequency of 50 cycles per second ; the normal output 
of each generator is 1,650 Kw. The armature frames are 
of light construction, the necessary strength being given by 
Vansverse steel tie-rods. 

The long row of turbines and gencratora, with the huge 
steel tules conveying the water to the former, has а very 
fne and imposing appearance, the effect of which is 
intensified by the curious rushing sound which always 


feature in these undertakings, which is housed in a separate 
building. As shown in our views, the high-pressure con- 
ductors pass over the top of the building at the forebay. The 
feeder system comprises 10 three-phase lines, which run to 
Varese, Gallarate, Lomazzo, Legnano, Turbigo, &c.; they 
are carried on triple-petticoat porcelain insulators, mainly on 
wooden poles, with iron poles at intervals in the proportion 
of 1 in 3, aud have a total length of 140 km. As far as 
possible the lines follow straight routes across country, but in 
some cases they are erected by the side of the roads. 

In 20 of the principal consuming centres, where the con- 
sumers are numerous and the plants small, transforming 
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stations are provided, of 200 xw, capacity each, where the 
pressure is reduced to 3,600 volts, for supply through a 
secondary network of a total length of 25 km. The larger 
users, however, have their own transforming plant, taking 
power direct from the primary lines at 11,000 volts, and 


barda has commenced the erection of a second hydro-electric 
station at Turbigo, on the Ticino, 15 km. further down 
stream, where a power of 6,000 H.P. will be obtained. A 
third station is also in course of erection at Castellanza ; this 
will be steam-driven, and will have an output of 6,000 H.P. 


TRANSMISSION LINE. 


PADERNO: INTEBIOR OF PowER STATION. 


reducing the pressure to 500 volts. There аге, in all, 98 
transforming stations connected with the primary lines, 
having a total capacity of 15,500 Kw. ‘The consumers 
number 2,400, and are distributed through 66 communes. 
The motors are 750 in number, and the glow lamps 15,000. 
The supply of power available from Vizzola is already 
insufficient to cope with the demand, and the Societa Lom- 


Not less interesting in many ways was the large hydro- 


electric power station which has been erected at Paderno by 
the Societa Italiana Edison di Elettricita, the oldest com- 
pany formed for the public supply of electricity in Europe, 
and one of the most successful. As long ago as 1883 the 
company commenced operations in Milan, where the world- 
famed Edison * Jumbos” were originally installed, and ten 
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years later the fara i opened an electric tramway in the 
same city. The inhabitants so readily appreciated the con- 
veniences and utility of electricity that the demand con- 
tinually increased, until, in 1895, the company was obliged 
to erect a new steam power station in the city, 
and, at the same time, commenced the construction of 
the Paderno generating station and hydraulic works, 
which were finished three years later. The Paderno station 


is situated on the River Adda, about 33 km. from Milan, 


and 2] km. from the headworka. At present the latter are 
in course of alteration, it being intended to raise the level of 
the weir by 1 metre in order tc increase the quantity of 
water available. The power canal is of an unusual cha- 
racter, & considerable part of ita length being in tunnel ; it 
is at present used for conveying about 54 m? per second, 
but wil carry a larger quantity per second when the 
alterations and extensions are completed. 

From penstocks situated on the hillside above the power 
station, the water is carried down to the latter by seven steel 
pipes, 1:2 m. in diameter, feeding an equal number of 
generating sets. The surplus water is carried away by a 
spill-way in the form of a staircase, by the side of the station. 
The generating plant consists of seven turbines of the re- 
action type, made by Messrs. Riva, Monneret & Co., of 
Milan, coupled to three-phase alternators of 1,500 Kw. each, 
made by Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden. The 
effective head of water is 29 m., ineluding about 6 m. in the 
draught tubes, and the turbines run at 180 r.p.m. They are 
controlled by hydraulic governors, which act upon moving 
vanes in the admission channels, within a range of 2 per 
cent. in ordinary working. The governors can also be 
adjusted by means of small motors from the switch- 
board when paralleling. The alternators are of the 
revolving magnet type, and are driven through Zodel elastic 
couplings. The magnet wheel carries 28 laminated poles, 
giving a frequency of 42 cycles per second. The stationary 
armature is wound for a pressure of 14,000 volts, the wind- 
ing being carried in one hole per pole per phase; the ends 
of the coils are alternately straight, bent up and bent down, 
slightly overlapping the magnet wheel. The armature 
frame is carried by cast-iron arms from hubs mounted on the 
main bearings, so that the whole armature can be rotated, if 
desired, bringing any part of it into a position convenient 
for inspection. Farther, the frame is divided on the 
horizontal plane in such a way that the upper half can be 
removed without removing any of the coils. The exciter 
armatures are carried on the ends of the main shafts of the 
generators, 

The switchgear is honsed in a room opening on to the 
generator room, the main generator switchboard being 
nearly flush with the wall of the latter, and mounted on a 
gallery. An elaborate system of Wurts lightning arresters 
is provided in a room above the switch room. 

The transmission line consists of two rows of iron lattice 
standards, carrying 18 copper wires each 9 mm. in diameter 
on porcelain insulators; the poles are 60 m. apart, and the 
two rows are separated by a distance of 2 metres. Besides 
the main line to Milan, branch lines are carried to sub- 
stations at Brianza, Monza and Sesto S. Giovanni, the last 
being а converting station for the Milan-Monza electric 
tramways, which are owned by the same company. The 
three branch lines supply motors of a total capacity of 
2,944 H.P., as well as 16,760 glow lamps, and 91 arc 
lamps. 
At the Porta Volta station, Milan, to which we shall refer 
later, the high pressure is reduced to 3,700 volts for 
paralleling with the main bus-bars, with which the steam- 
driven seta are also connected. 

Thanks to the large number of motors supplied, the 
tramways in and around Milan, and the free use of storage, 
the plant at Paderno is kept fully loaded throughout the 
day, and the utmost advantage is derived from the water- 
power available. 


Belgium.— Under the name of La Chambre Internationale 
de l'Extension du Commerce et de l'Industrie an association has just 
been formed in Liége. The objects of the new undertaking are to 
look after the interests of foreign merchants and traders in Belgium, 
to furnish commercial information, recover debts, act as agents, &c. 
It hasalso taken over a small electrical engineering business in 


Liege. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


(Continued from page 142.) 


Limerick.—Last week the L. G. B. held an inquiry with 


reference to the application of the Corporation for sanction for а 
loan of £7,000 to complete and extend the electric lighting 
installation. 


Lowestoft.— The T.C. has fixed the minimum charge 
for energy for power purposes at 10s. per quarter, exclusive of 
meter rent, and has abolished the minimum charge for ordinary 
lighting. 

Manchester.—On the 18th inst., in Piccadilly, an explosion 


occurred іп an electrical joint-box opposite the Wellington Monu- 
ment, and a linesman was burned about the hands. 


Mansfield.—At a meeting of the T.C. on Friday last it 
was decided to hold an electrical exhibition in the autumn. Upon 
the recommendation of the E.L. Committee it was resolved to 
apply to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £15,000 additional 
capital, and the Finance Committee was requested to include in its 
applioation & consent ordor for the issue of stock to the amount of 
£60,000 in res of the capital expenditure on account of the 
electrical undertaking. The borqugh electrical engineer was 
ишш to report as to the hire-purchase system with regsrd to 
motors. 


Northampton.—The T.C. has decided to consent to a 
prov. order being granted to the Northampton Electric Light and 
Power Co. for the supply of electricity within the borough. 


Provisional Orders.—Notices of application for prov. 
orders have been lodged by the Empire E.L. & P. Co. for Sutton-in- 
Ashfield (Notts.) Clay Cross, Caerphilly, Abercarn, Rawmarsh, 
Widnes, Thames Ditton, Cleethorpes, Hampton, Farnborough, 
Forfar, and East Molesey; by Messrs. Lewis & Fletcher, for 
Caerphilly ; by the Western Electric Distribution Corporation, for 
Wells; by the Southern District Electricity Corporation, for 
Shepton Mallet, Wells Wimborne, Bridport, St. Ives, Swanage, 
Saffron Walden, Chertsey, Alton, Eastleigh and Ross; by Messrs. 
Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation, for Ham; by the Saffron 
Walden Electricity Supply Oo., for Saffron Walden; by the Bir 
Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co., Ltd., for Farn- 
borough, Farnham and Chertsey ; by the Twickenham and р 
ton Electricity Supply Co., for Thames Ditton, Hampton Wick, 
East Molesey and Sunbury; by the Swanage and District Electric 
Supply Co., for sanas i by the Inland Waterways, Ltd., for 
Farnham, Chertsey, and Eastieigh ; by the Abingdon and District 
Electrical Supply Co., for Abingdon; by Mr. E. P. Harvey, for 
Hexham; by the Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co., for Miln- 


gavie; by the Eastleigh and District Electric Supply Co., for 


Eastleigh. 


Pudsey.—The E.L. Committee has recommended the 
Council to establish a refuse destructor and electric lighting scheme, 
at an estimated cost of £11,000, and to apply to the L.G.B. for per- 
mission to borrow the money. 


Shrewsbury.—The T.C. has reduced the price of energy 
for private lighting from 7d. to 6d. per unit as from July 1st. 


Southampton.—On Monday, Mr. W. Bone, formerly 
Mayor, laid the foundation stone of the new electricity works. 


Spain.—Vice-Consul Naftel reports that the town of 
Aguilas is now lighted by electricity. 'The machinery and plant 
are of Westinghouse make, imported from the United States. The 
undertaking is in the hands of a Spanish company. The distribu- 
tion of energy is by triple conductors; there are two continuous- 
current series-wound dynamos of 373 kw. each, coupled to anthra- 
cite gas engines of 125 н.р. The present supply is for 2,500 
lights. 

Consul -Agent Walker reports that the town of Motril is now 
lighted by electricity, but complaint is made that the light is both 
dear and of interior quality. It would seem, he remarks, that the 
water - power employed for the purpose at the neighbouring village 
of Velez was not nearly sufficient, and the possibility is suggested of 
the water failing during hot weather. 


Stourbridge.—The U.D.C. last week decided that the 
Council should forthwith put into effect the decisions arrived at in 
July, 1900, and June, 1902, to retain and work the elevtric lighting 
prov. order, and that a special committee be appointed for that 

urpose. This means that the terms offered by the Midland 
lectric Corporation for Power Distribution, Ltd., to carry out the 
order are not accepted. 


Ulster.—A scheme is on foot which, if carried to a 
successful issue, will bave an important effect upon the industrial 
development of the province of Ulster. A company, com- 
posed of Belfast and London commercial men, has been registered 
for the purpose of promoting a Bill to authorise the formation of a 


corporation that will undertake the supply of electrical energy in 


Ulster. The districts to be developed contain quarries, canals, 
tramways, railways, engineering works, shipyards, spinning mills, 
and a variety of other works. At present most of these are steam- 
driven. The advising engineers to the company are Messers. Preece 
and Cardew, of London. 
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Urmston.—The U.D.C. having received a report from 
Mr. С. Н. Wordingham, has decided that it would be inadvisable 
for the Council to undertake the supply of electricity. We have 
had occasion before to congratulate Mr. Wordingham on his single- 
minded candour in dealing with municipalities, and laying the 
naked truth before them, shorn of the usual optimistic estimates 
of “the profit in the nth year of working.” We can only regret in 
the public interest that he has retired from consulting practice, 
though we are glad to think that he has entered the public service 
in a still more important capacity. 


Wednesbury.—The T.C. has decided to invite offers 
from private companies and firms for undertaking free and hire- 
purchase electric wiring and motora in the borough. 


Whitehaven.—The T.C. has fixed the following scale 
of charges for the supply of energy from October 1st, 1903 :—Fixed 
charges of £12 a year, and 2d. per unit by meter, to be reduced to 
£8 and 2d., and the uniform charge from 6d. to 44d. per unit. 

A loan of £2,500 has been applied for to carry out extensions." 


Willesden.—Applications to hand for lighting and power 
total 12,656 8-c.P. lamps. It is expected that, at the end of the first 
year's working, the estimate of the electrical engineer of 19.833 
lamps will be exceeded. At the last meeting of the District Council 
the present charge for lighting of 14d. per unit after the first hour's 
use of the maximum demand was reduced to 1d , while the cbarges for 
power were reduced to the following scale:— Fora maximum demand 
in any quarter not exceeding 3 B. p., first hour 6d., afterwarda 1d.; 
3 to 20 H.P., 5d. and 1d.; exceeding 20 H.P., 4d. and 1d.; special 
rates for over 100 H.. The electrical engineer was instructed to 
report upon a proposed addition to the plant of а 600-kw. steam 
dynamo, with tho necessary foundations, condenser, &c. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Birmingham.—It is stated, in a Leeds paper, that the 
Corporation of Birmingham offered Mr. J. B. Hamilton, the general 
manager of the Leeds Tramways, the position of manager of the 
tramways in that city, at a salary of £1,500 a year; but the Leeds 
Tramway Committee decided to increase Mr. Hamilton's salary 
from £900 to £1,200 a year, and to add £100 a year during the next 
three years, making the salary £1,500 in 1906. 


Farnborough. — The ratepayers of the town have 
unanimously decided to support the B.E.T. Co.'s scheme for an 
electric tramway through the district from Bromley. 


Flint.—The T.C. has passed a resolution heartily 
endorsing the general principles of the scheme for providing an 
electric tramway on the overhead system from Sandycroft, through 
Flint to Holywell, Mold and Buckley and back to Connah'e Quay. 
The scheme has been brought forward by a Manchester company. 


London.—The work of reconstructing the short section 
between Kennington Gate and the beginning of-the cable in 
Brixton Road is practically complete, with the exception of the 
paving, and last week several experimental trips were made with 
the new cars. We read in the Daily Chrontcle that some slight 
difficulties have arisen, for the transformation at the junction of the 
two systems is a departure, and cannot be got into working order 
all at once. “The plough through which the car motors receive the 
electric current has to be raised, and the cable ‘gripper’ is then 
run under the car and fixed in the manner which is familiar to all 
who use the present service. On the return journey the reverse 
operation takes place, the ‘gripper’ being released and the plough 
replaced in position. The Council’s engineer has devised an in- 
genious system by which at the point of transformation the electric 
and the cable slots are for a little distance side by side, the former 
being diverted towards a hatchway in the road through which the 
plough can be reached. It is expected that the delay in fixing will 
be very slight. As soon as the line has been inspected by the 
Board of Trade, the new trams will be ran from Westminster at 
first and afterwards from the other termini.” 

LC.C.—On Tuesday Mr. J. W. Benn, in reply to a question as to 
tramways to the City, stated that a week ago he had an opportunity of 
waiting upon the Streets Committee in regard to atram way service over 
Southwark Bridge. He was altogether delighted with the reception 
he met with on that occasion. It only required the support of the 
two City members near him, and he thought the Council would be 
able to get over the bridge without breaking down the City tradition 
that no tramway should enter the City. 

The adjourned report of the Highways Committee was brouzht 
forward in reference to a proposed application to Parliament for 
powers бо construct new tramways of a total length of 294 miles, and 
to double and reconstruct existing lines of a length of about 3; 
miles. It was intended, with two exceptions contemplated as 
trolley lines, to equip the tramways on the underground conduit 
system. The total expenditure on the tramways would amount to 
£1,580,325, and on the incidental street improvements to £722,230. 
In a separate report the Finance Committee stated that most of the 
schemes were revivals of former proposals which were dropped on 
account of the refusal of the local authorities to sanction the tram- 
ways, Or, in some cases, to contribute towards the cost of 
the road improvements. In many cases the consents of 
the local authorities had not yet been received, and it 
was more than probable that the list would be considerably 
reduced before the proposed Bill came before Parliament. The 


only new proposals were four in number, which accounted for a 
total gross outlay of £564,600. After discussion the Council 
adopted the report of the Committee, aud decided to apply for 
powers in the next session for the following lines :—(1) Hampstead 
Road; (2) Westminster Bridge Road; (3) Southwark Street; (4) 
Waterloo Road ; (5) Goose Green, Camberwell; (6) Trafalgar Road, 
Greenwich, to East India Dock Road; (7) Shepherd’s Bush Road, 
vid Westwick Gardens, to Marble Arch; (8) Edgeware Road to 
Cricklewood ; (9) Battersea Park Road to Chelsea; (10) Clapham 
Common, south side, to East Hill, Wandsworth; (11) Streatham 
High Street to the county boundary; (12) Tooting High Street to 
the new county boundary ; (13) Lordship Lane to Forest Hill; (14) 
Lewisham High Road to Foregt Hill; (15) New Cross Road to Lee 
Green; (16) Deptford to the Herbert Hospital, Woolwich ; (17) 
Reconstruction and partial doubling of the tramways of the Wool- 
wich and South-East London Tramways Co., from Beresford Square, 
Woolwich, to Plamstead, and construction of new tramways thence 
to the county boundary near Abbey Wood railway station; (15) 
Doubling of existing L. O. C. Tramways from London Street, Green- 
wich, to the terminus at Rushey Green. 


Warrington.—The T.C. intends to apply to the 
Board of Trade for an extension of time until August 6th, 1901, 


for the completion of the works authorised by the Tramways Order, 
1900. " 


Wolverhampton.—The tramway difficulty is still ina 
chaotic state. It is now over two months since the Town Council, 
by a substantial majority, decided to get rid of the Lorain system, 
and to adopt the overhead system of electric traction, but up to the 
present time no visible advance has been made in that direction. 
What the members of the Tramways Committee are doing it is 
impossible to divine. There have been many secret conclaves, bat 
not a whisper is heard. The proceedings are guarded like State 
secrets, It is understood, however, that the sub-committee, com- 
posed exclusively of members favouring the Lorain Co., have 
recently met the local representative of that company (Mr. 
Wetmore) more than once. There has been nothing in the nature 
of.a conference. The company insisted that the Corporation 
should put their proposals in writing. It is stated that on Tuesday 
week, the 14th inst., an offer was put before the company, and it 
was straightway cabled to America. A reply was received on 
Saturday afternoon, and it is believed to have been unsatisfactory. 
Another proposal—and a better. one—was cabled the same day ; 
but up to the time of writing no response has been received. The 
nature of the proposal may be gathered from the fact that when in 
London the sub-committee invited the Lorain Co. to run the trams 
fora limited period—it is alleged the time mentioned was five 
years—and to pay the Corporation a rental. This was declined. 
Then the company were asked whether, supposing the Corporation paid 
the company, say £10,000, they would accept that sum in settle- 
ment, and abandon arbitration. This was promptly pooh-poohed ; 
the company pointed out that they had fulfilled their contract, 
and claimed £24,000. They also complained that the Corporation 
had not pointed out wherein the company nad failed, ss 
the Corporation alleged, to carry out their obligations. The two 
proposals which have since been made, therefore, are believed to 
embrace the offer of two specific sums between the £10,000 and 
£24,000 already mentioned. It is contended by those who are 
opposed to the Lorain system that the sub-committee have been 
exceeding their powers, and that though the Town Council 
instructed the Tramways Committee to enter into negotiations with 
the company for the purpose of avoiding arbitration, it did not 
authorise the Committee to make overtures to the company to run 
the trams and pay the Corporation a rental. The public are cer- 
tainly irritated at the present delay, which, however, is unavoid- 
able in dealing with a company whose headquarters are at New 
York, and who have only agents in this country. It is becoming 
more and more apparent that the company feel they have a strong 
case to go before the arbitrator, whilst the members of the Tram- 
ways Committee favourable to the Lorain Co. have seriously 
damaged tke case for the Corporation by their reckless and indis- 
creet utterances. A leading member of the Tramways Committee— 
one who has been an advocate of the Lorain system—declared the 
other day that the Corporation were in a hopeless muddle, and the 
difficulty now was to get out of it. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Anglo-French Telephonie Communication. — Sir 
George Murray has addressed a letter to the Association of Chambers 
of Commerce with reference to the establishment of telephonic 
communication between provincial towns in England and France, 
and also between provincial towns in each country and the capital 
of the other. He says that the arrangements are almost com- 
pleted, and it is hoped that the service will be opened in the course 
of this month." 


Brighton Telephones.—The Corporation Telephones 
Committee has decided to apply to the L.G.B. for a loan of £3,000 


in connection with the extension of the municipal telephone 
system to Hove. 


Telegraph Cable Imports.—The imports of foreign 
telegraph cables and apparatus connected therewith into this 
country during last month amounted to £3,522 as compared with 
only £979 in the preceding month, For tbe six months ending 
with June last such imports have attained a. value of £30,140. 
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Cable Service between Japan and the Sandwich 
Islands.—The report of Mr. H. G. Parlett, Acting Japanese Secre- 
tary to His Britannic Majesty's Legation, Tokio, states that on 
January 5tb, 1903, the Pacific cable service between Hawaii and 
San Francisco, which by July is to be extended to Manila, was 
opened. Messages can now be senf from Japan to the Sandwich 
Islands in a matter of 15 hours, whereas formerly they took over a 
week. The rate рег word vid Vladivostock is 4 yen 88 sen (10s.), 
vid Shanghai 5 yen 68 sen (11s. 6d ). 


International Telegraph Rules and Rates.—The 
following has been issued from the General Post Office :—The 
International Telegraph, Conference which has recently been sitting 
in London has completely revised the rules as to the use of code 
and cipher language in international telegraphy. The decision of 
the last conference that code telegraphy should, after a certain 
date, be limited to the words contained in the official vocabulary 
prepared by the International Telegraph Bureau has been 
rescinded ; and, whilst all the words conforming to the existing 
rules will still remain available for use in code telegrams, the area 
of selection will be largely extended. In future, any combination 
of letters not exceeding 10 in number will be passed as a code 
word, provided that it is pronounceable according to the usage of 
any of the languages to which code words have hitherto been 
limited, namely, English, French, German, Dutch, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Latin. Other combinations of letters will be 
counted at five letters to the word, the prohibition of letter cipher 
which has hitherto prevailed being now removed. The grant of 
these facilities will not, of course, admit of combinations being 
formed by the running together of bond fide words. 

The public are recommended to avoid the use of letter cipher as 
far as possible in the compilation of their codes, as it is less easy to 
transmit than pronounceable groups of letters, and therefore more 
liable to error. In cases where such cipher may be employed it 
will be advisable to arrange it in groups of five letters in order to 
facilitate transmission. These alterations, together with a number 
of other changes in the detailed regulations, which will be 
announced in due course, will take effect on July lat, 1904. 

The following reductions of rate have been arranged: — 


— Е From. | То. 
JJ мызык кз зыл seit уз cuta " M QE 
EvnoPE. 8. d. 8. d. 
Bo-nia-Her- күш T 0 4 0 34 
Ciete А 0 64 0 6 
Gibraltar ee oe ee 0 NI 0 8 
Greece .. We T - 0 ol 0 6 
Malta ba j 0 6 0 44 
оше ix 0 4 0 зі 
Portugal. ve 0 33 0 3 
Russia а ss | 0 54 0 44 
Spain e ee es | 0 34 0 3 
AFRICA, 
Tangier .. - oe - ee 0 5 O 44 
Tripoli .. ie m Bis - 0 84 0 7 
West Coast :— 
Gold Coast Accra and Sekondi 5 7 4 8 
Other places . 5.9 4 10 
Nigeri&— Brass, Bonny, and d Lagos 6 3 5 0 
Other places .. 6 5 6 2 
Sierra Leone. eo oe 4 6 3 6 
ASIA, | 
British Borneo Labuan ee ee ee ae oe | 5 0 8 6 
Other places is сле s | 5 3 з 9 
China and Hong Kong s МЕ ee 5 6 4 
Corea: Chemu!pho, Fusan, and Bé oul— і 
via Great Northern vor $4 ds x 6 2 4 10 
» Eastern Co. .. ix 5% ) 19 5 8 
, Indo-European Co. Бо IS | 
Other places— i 
ria Great Northern Co. i* ps 551 6 6 410 
» Eastern Co. .. ee ee А 8 1 511 
„ Indo-European Co. oe es ) 
Formosa ee oe oe ar | 6 2 4 10 
Japan—ria Great Northern Co. ste wer 2 6 2 110 
» E astern Co. ee ee eo ! 7 9 [A 8 
” Indo- European Co. ee oe ee ) " 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
Luzon oe oe ee ee ee ee ee 5 9 1 4 5 
Other Islands .. a we ae as 6 2 410 


The reductions to China, Corea, Formosa, Japan, and the 
Philippine Islands bave already come into force; the others will 
take effect not later than July 1st, 1904. 


New Pacific Cables.—Consul-General Bennett, in his 
report on the trade and commerce of California and the neighbour- 
ing States, comments on the importance of the telegraphic cable to 
California, which country, he points out, now looks not so much to 
the Eastern States of America as to the Orient as her market of the 
future. One of the most important factors in this movement was 
the opening, in January of this year, of the cable to Honolulu, 
whence, at an early date, it will be carried on to the Philippines, 
and thence to a Chinese port. Mr. Bennett says tbat the laying of 
the Manila cable, coinciding as it did with the opening of the 
Australia to Canada cable, caunot but foresbadow & great increase 
of American competition in Australia and the Far East. The 
Farallon Islands had been placed in telegraphic communication 
with the mainland. The islands are situated 26 miles outside the 
entrance to San Francisco Bay. 


Telephones in St. Lucia.—According to the official 
report on the Blue Book of the colony of St. Lucia for the year 
1901, just issued, the only improvement to the telephone system 
during the year was effected by the substitution of 145 iron rails for 
rotten en poles. The old poles, it is stated, are being replaced 


gradually, as funds will allow, by the erection of a few miles each 
year of iron poles with larger copper wire. Telephonic communi- 
cation with the island comparas very unfavourably with the system 
in other parts of the West Indies, and constant complaints are 
made respecting it. To make it a satisfactorily working and pay- 
ing department, a considerable additional expenditure is said to be 
necessary. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES, INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 


Latakia- -Cyprus oe ee ee oe ee June 20, 1799 .. ve 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ss ve "T „ Aug. 27,1901. .. bė 
Dominica-Martinique . Ж - ee eo May 8, 1902 ee 
St. Lucia-Martinique .. эё ae >» ee May 8, 1902 .. au 


Guadeloupe-Martinique és s - .. Мау 9,1902  .. oe 
Martinique-Puerto Plata ar «s .. July 10, 1902 ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro oe eo ee ee eo Aug. 18, 1902 .. ee 
St. Lucia-St. Vincent. vs oe ee „. Sept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
Reissa-Issa ee oe ee ee ee 


zs ee Оос. 22,1902 „. 
Reissa-Yemani .. iis si PES is .. Oct. 22, 1902 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. sx oe 50 .. Feb. 27,1903 .. 
New York-Hnaiti 2 $* 3 „. April 18, 1903 


Siteebondo- Bandjermasin .. July б. 1903 
Zanzibar-Mombassa ; .. July 16, 1903 

LANDLINES. 
U.S. of Colombia: -Landlines to Piani .. July 14, 1903 M 
Irkoutsk-Werkhne Oudinsk . А гы .. July 17, 1003 July 18 
Corea :— landlines beyond F usan .. . July 20, 1903 . July 21 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A fn dispatch from Nt. 
Petersburg says that a wireless telegraphy station hag been estab- 
lished at Golden Mountain, Port Arthur, with the object of 
organising regular telegraphic communication between Port Arthur 
and Russian warships in the Gulf of Pe-chi-li. 

The Prince and Princess of Wales last Saturday paid a visit 
to Poldhu, and together with Mr. Marconi inspected the wireless 
telegraph station and apparatus there. The Marconi Wireless 
Telegraphy Co. sent messages of homage from the Lizard station to 
the Prince and Princess, who ascended the principal of the four 
towers, the Prince going to the summit, but the Princess 
contenting herself with the second landing. | 

The following taken from the /Jestminster Gazette is really lovely. 
It needs no comment. Our readers will know what to think :— 
% It's an ill wind——!' The breakdown of the Transatlautic 
Marconigram service a few months аро may, it w now be ie He 
result in a much-improved system. It was stated at the head- 
quarters of the Marconi Co. that Mr. Marconi, while super- 
intending alterations necessitated by the breakdown, incident 
ally made discoveries which will greatly facilitate the sending and 
receiving of long-distance messages. The inventor has, therefore, 
decided to apply these discoveries to his system | cfore it is opened 
for public use. Some months must elapse before the new methods 
can be introduced. Meanwhile, however, private messages, it is 
now declared, are being sent from England to Cauada and from 
Canada to England daily.” 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Atherton. — July 28th. Electricity meters for the 
U. D. C. See “Official Notices“ July 17th. 


Bath.—July 27th. Main switchboard for the new 


generating station. See ‘Official Notices ” July 17th. 


Birkenhead.—July 28th. One 350-Kw. direct current 
steam dynamo for the Corporation. See Official Notices“ July 
17th. 

Belgium.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
Belgian State Railway Authorities at the Bourse, Brussels, for the 
establishment and equipment of a plant for electric lighting and 
power purposes at the railway workshops at Namur. 


Blackburn.—July 27th. ` Main switchboard and acces- 
sories. See Official Notices July 10th. 


Brighton.—August 10th. Electricity meters for one 
year. See "Official Notices " to-day. 


Edinburgh. — August 3rd. 
“ Official Notices" to-day. 


Arc lamp-posts. See 


Guadeloupe.—August 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until Auguet 29th next by the municipa! authorities of Point à Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 
lighting of the town. 


Hungary.—August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until August 31st next by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
czebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a centra 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 H. P. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 500 or 


more electric meters. See Official Notices“ June 12th. 


Leeds.— August 7th. Messrs, Graham, Morton & Co., 
Ltd, want tenders for the necessary electric cables, fittings, &c., for 
their new works. Sce “ Official Notices ^ J uly. 17th. 
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London,—August 11th. Low tension feeder switch- 
boards for the tramways sub-stations in Camberwell and New Cross. 
See Official Notices July 10th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5, 000-H. p. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving & three-phase 


generator, for the Greenwich power station. See “Official 
Notices” to-day. 
New South Wales. — September 12th. Tenders are 


being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their tramway 
power station. 


Pietermaritzburg.—July 29th. Six each single-deck 
bogie and double-deck single-truck cars for the Corporation. Bee 
“ Official Notices July 3rd. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Rochdale. — July 28th. 
“ Official Notices July 17th. 


Rochdale.—August 10th. Sixteen double-deck doubie- 


truck, 20 double-deck single, and 5 single-deck combination cars. See 
* Official Notices " to-day. 


Spain.—July 26th. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
Authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until the 26th inst. for 
the supply of 25 Hughes telegraphic apparatus. "Tenders are to be 
sent to La Direccion General de Correos y Telegrafos Carretas, 10, 
Madrid, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Stockport, — August 4th. Tools, &c., for car-shed, 
workshops. See ''Official Notices " to-day. 


Wednesbury.—July 30th. The Corporation wants offers 


for free and hire purchase electric wiring and motors. See “Official 
Notices" July 17th. 


Copper rail bonds Sce 


OLOSED. 


Bradford.—The Corporation has accepted the offer of 
the B.T.H. Co. to supply 11,600 incandescent lamps, for free supply 
to customers during the half-year ending December, for the sum of 
£445. A sample order has also been placed with Meesrs. Crompton 
and Co., Ltd., for 1,000 lamps. 

The Corporation has accepted the tender of the Phenix Dynamo 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., for a 300-Kw. generator for the sum of 
£700, and the tender of Messrs. Willans & Robinson, Ltd., Rugby, 
for a 500-H. P. high-speed engine, required for the driving of this 
generator, for the sum of £1,399. 


Brighton. — The T.C. has receiv«d tenders from the 
following firms for plant for the Southwick and North Road power 
stations :—General Electric Co., £96,213; British Westinghouse 
Electric and Manufacturing Co. (accepted), £80,426 ; Witting Bros. 
and Eborall, £88,000. 


Hammersmith.—The B.C. has accepted the tender of 


Bruce Peebles & Co. for the supply of a special transformer, at 
£243. 


Hampstead.—The B.C. has accepted the following 
tenders for 12 months’ supplies :—St. Helens Cable Co., high tension, 
house service and rubber cable; Henley’s Telegraph Works Co., 
three-core cable. 


London, — The following tenders were received for 
supplying and fixing a lighting installation, power mains, telephone 
system and cinematograph mains, &., at the new offices of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Co., in Trafalgar Square, to the specifi- 
cation of Mr. L. Alwyn, consulting engineer:—Drake & Gorbam, 
Ltd., £490: Strode & Co., £497: Frank Suter & Co., Ltd., £612 ; 
The Brush Electrical Engineering Co, Ltd., £600; Donnison, 
Sillem & Co., £407 10s. ; The Alliance Electrical Co., Ltd., £100 15s. ; 
Crompton & Co., Ltd, £498. The last two tenders were received 
too late, and the contract was awarded to Messrs. Donnison, 
Sillem & Co., their tender being the lowest of those received in 
time. 


Middlesbrough.—The E.L. Committee has accepted the 


tender of Callender's Cable Co. for certain mains extensions, at 
£2,733. 


Radceliffe.—The Electricity Committee last week con- 
sidered tenders for completion of machinery and foundations, &c., at 
the electricity works, and accepted several sub-tenders at a 
total estimate of £2,995 15s. 


Roumania.—The Roumanian State Railway Authorities 
have just placed a contract for a quantity of electric cable, with 
Messrs. Felten & Guilleaume, of Mulheim-am-Ruhr. 


St. Pancras.—The Guardians have accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Barlow Bros. & Co. (£1,094) for the wiring of the Highgate 
Infirmary for electric lighting at £1,094. There were s:ven lower 
tenders, but they did not comply with the specification, 


Southampton. — The County B.O. has accepted the 
amended tender of the Alphons Custodis Chimney Construction Co. 
at £2189, for the construction of the chimney shaft at the 
Electricity Works, on the Western Shore. 


Willesden.—The D.C. has placed an order with the 
Tudor Accumulator Co. for additional plates, costing £685, to 
complete the storage battery at the electricity works. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, July 27th.—At 6 p.m. Annual meeting of the London 
Electrical Contractors“ Association at Frascati's 
Restaurant, Oxford Street, W. [See "Notes" columns. | 


NOTES. 


Lowestoft Electric Tramways.—The opening of the 
Lowestoft Municipal tramway system took place on Wednesday, 
22nd inst., and if the experience of other seaside resorts is repeated, 
the service should add a great deal to the admitted popularity of 
the town with its numerous visitors. A procession of five gaily 
decorated cars, the first being driven by the Mayor, traversed the 
various routes, and drew up at the Grand Hotel, where an 
inaugural luncheon given by the engineers and contractors was 
held. The Mayor, L. F. Orde, Esq., presided, and was 
supported by the town clerk and various civic representatives, 
Mr. W. С. С. Hawtayne, the consulting engineer, and Mr. 
Russell Colman and other gentlemen. Toasts of “The King,” 
“The Engineers and Contractors," The Corporation Tramways,” 
and “The Press,” were given and suitably acknowledged, the Mayor 
being the recipient of a silver presentation bowl at the hands 
of the engineers. Special reference was made to the good 
feeling existing between contractors, Corporation, railway company 
and consulting engineers, and to the excellent and rapid way in 
which the work has been carried out. A commencement was made on 
March 11th, 1903, and the work was practically completed by the 
end of June. The system consiste of 5j miles of route, partly 
double track, equipped on the trolley system. Power is 
obtained from the Corporation electricity works, in which extra 
generating plant has been installed for the purpose. There 
are 11 double and four single-deck cars, and a special track 
sweeper. The car-shed is situated close to the generating 
station, and contains four tracks with space for 15 cars. 
The line possesses one or two features of engineering interest. 
The swing bridge across the harbour in the centre of the town 
necessitated special overhead construction, and a somewhat compli- 
cated lay-out occurs where the tramways and railways cross at the 
entrance to the quays. It was also necessary to Jay a cable under 
the harbour for the purpose of maintaining the rail circuit. The 
contractors for the permanent way were Messrs. George Wimpey 
and Co., Londcn, the overhead equipment Messrs. R. W. Blackwell, 
the switchboard, cars and equipment by the British Westinghouse 
Co., and for the new generating machinery, the British Thomson- 
Houston Co. : 

Training of Engineers.— Principal A. P. Laurie, of the 
Heriot-Watt College at Edinburgh, writes to the Times placing on 
record the arrangements which have recently been made there with 
some of the leading engineering firms in Edinburgh, hoping that 
the information may be of use to others who are engaged in 
technical education :—“ A few months ago a scheme was proposed 
to them by which the training of engineers might be improved by 
a combination of the course of instruction in the technical college 
with that of the workshop. "The two main features of this scheme 
were that students should be allowed to commence their apprentice- 
ship before they bad completed their college course, and that the 
apprenticeship should be shortened for students who bad obtained 
the college diploma. This proposal has been favourably received 
by several of our leading engineering firms in Edinburgh, with the 
result that they have agreed to take a limited number of students 
from the Heriot-Watt College into their worke, in many cases at 
reduced premiums, allowing them to begin their apprenticeship at 
the end of their second winter session, and reducing their whole 
term of apprenticeship by one year. We are thus enabled to offer 
a complete course of training at the college for mechanical and 
electrical engineers, their whole training here and in the work- 
shops taking from five to six years. When a student enters the 
college, he will at the same time be advised to enter his name as an 
apprentice with one of these firms, so that his apprenticeship will 
begin without fail at the end of his second winter session. I am 
sure this arrangement will prove of great benefit, as it will enable 
parents to arrange for the whole training of their sons as engineers 
without having, as is too often the case at present, to send them 
first to & technical college, and then search for a suitable firm in 
which to apprentice them." 


Electrical Expert Required for Australia.— Sir 
Edward Barton, Premier of Australia, has written to Sir Wm. 
Preece asking him to aid the Government in the selection of an 
English electrical expert to systematise the electrical branches of 
the postal department in the various Btates. The new official will 
pe appointed for a term of years at a salary of about £1,000 a year. 
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The Proposed New Technical Institute.—A joint 
committee of the General P в Committee and Technical 
Education Board of the London County Council presented to the 
Council on Tuesday a lengthy report in reference to the important 
proposal contained in Lord Rosebery’s letter to the Chairman of 
the Council for the provision in London of public opportanities for 
advanced technological teaching and research. [The scheme was 
commented upon by us in our issue of July 3rd.] The Committee 
accordingly ask the Council to pase the following resolutions :— 
(a) That the Council expresses its high appreciation of the im- 
portant proposal contained in Lord Rosebery's letter, and would 
cordially welcome the establishment of farther provision in London 
for advanced technological teaching and research; (b) That the 
Council, in response to the request contained in Lord Rosebery’s 
letter, places on record its opinion that, when the land, buildings, 
and equipment for the proposed additional technological teaching 
and research are provided t» a value of not less than £500,000, the 
Council will be well advised to contribute, out of the moneys 
annually placed at its dispo:al under the Local Taxation (Customs 
and Excise) Act of 1890, a sum not exceeding £20,000 per annum 
towards such part of the work as falls within the statutory definition 
of technical education, subject to the following conditions:— 
(1) That a scheme be prepared to the satisfaction of the Council 
for the constitution of the governing body and the adequate 
representation of the Council thereon ; (2) That financial arrange- 
ments adequate to the whole maintenance of the proposed work are 
made to the satisfaction of the Council; (3) That, in view of the 
national scope and utility of tbe proposed work, substantial con- 
tributions towar is maintenance be made from funds of a national 
character; (4) That due provision be made in the scheme to prevent 
overlapping and secure co-ordination of the work already carried 
on hy the University colleges, polytechnics, and other science and 
technological institutions, and the proper connection of the whole 
with the University; (5) That a sufficient number of scholarships, 
including free places, be placed at the disposal of the Council; 
(6) That it be considered whether other counties and boroughs 
should not be invited to contribute towards the maintenance, 
receiving in return the right to send their picked scholars for 
instruction under the proposed scheme. 


South African Notes. — Our Johannesburg corre- 
spondent writes under date June 29th : — 

Durban.—The Harbour electrical engineer strongly recommends 
the adoption of electricity for all harbour works, including hoisting, 
transporting and storing plant, and recommends the Advisory 
Council to specialise in each direction and so obtain the most 
efficient and economical type procurable. He also advises early 
extensions to the existing electric light and power station. The 
Durban County Electric Tramway Bill has passed the third reading. 

Ladysmith.—The Ladysmith E.L. Bill has passed first reading. 

ANewcastle.—' Tenders are invited for the installation of electric 
light in the streets and municipal buildinga of Newcastle. The 
main street, Scott Street, will be lighted with 32-c P. incandescent 
lamps, 16-с.р. lamps being used for the side streets, in all cases being 
Meran 80 yds apart. 50 16-с.р. lamps are estimated for the Town 

] 


Cradock, O.R.C.—The Municipal Council is considering an offer 
from a private firm for the electric lighting of the town. 

Pretoria, — The trams, which have been stopped since the war, will 
resume service in a few weeks. 


Overhead Transmission Wires.—In the House of 
Commons on Monday, Mr. Markham asked the President of the 
Bcard of 'Trade whether, seeing that the Governments of America, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and other countries have, 
during the last 10 years, passed laws regulating the methods of dis- 
tribating high-tension current by overhead wires, which has resulted 
in a widely employed use of electricity for industrial purposes, he 
would say whether there was & single case in Great Britain or 
Ireland where high-tension current overhead wires had been in- 
stalled. According to the Times, the following reply was made by 
Mr. Gerald Balfour:—‘ There ів no case in Great Britain or Ireland 
where bare overhead wires have been installed for the transmission 
of electricity at high voltage for industrial purposes. The Depart- 
ment has not been asked to sanction this method of supply until 
quite recently, and, as I have already intimated, is ready to give 
favourable consideration to each application. I have no objection 
to asking the Foreign Office for copies of the laws of the countries 
named. A memorandum was sent in a covering letter addressed to 
the electrical adviser to the Board of Trade with a request that that 
officer would receive a deputation. The electrical adviser answered 
the memorandum himself, and the matter was properly within his 
cognisance. I have given my personal attention to this question of 
distributing high-tension current by overhead wires. As I have 
already informed the hon. member, the Board of Trade have been, 
and still are, prepared to consider each case on its merits without 
reference to any model regulations. In the cases now under con- 
sideration the electrical adviser will prepare special regulations 
applicable to the circumstances of each case. Model Regulation 33 
does not appear to relate to aerial conductors. If the hon. member 
refers to ulation 23, that is not a model regulation which would 
now be insisted upon in dealing with a high-tension system.” 


London Electrical Contractors’ Association.—The 
annual general meeting of this Association is to be held at Frascati s, 
Oxford Street, at 6 p.m., on Monday next, July 27th. The annual 
report will be presented, the new president, vice-president, and 
other officers elected, and a resolution respecting the constitution 
of the Association will be proposed by Mr. W. R. Woodward, past- 
president. 


Obituary.—ConnEcTION.—We fell into a awkward error 
last week when the name of Mr. Killingworth Richard Hedges 
caught our eye in the Times deaths column. With our insatiable 
thirst for news, we thought at once of the only Killingworth Hedges 
of whom we had ever heard, and began to regret the loss of one 
who had of recent years devoted himself so earnestly to the subject 
of lightning protection, and in years gone by had been so closely iden- 
tified with electricity supply questions. We are pleased to learn 
that our regrets were quite misplaced, for Mr. Hedges has not 
severed his connection with us, and we trust that he may long be 
spared to render useful service in the branches of the electrical pro- 
fession, in which he is a specialist. Our only excuse for falling into 
the error must be the striking similarity of unoommon names. Had it 
been William Brown or James Smith we might have read the 
announcement with greater reserve. 

Siace the above was in type, the following letter has come to 
hand:— 

1, Emery Hill Street, Westminster, S. W. 
July 22nd, 1993. 

My attention has been directed to my obituary notice, which 
should have referred to my cousin, the late Mr. Killingworth 
Richard Hedges, a solicitor; and as some of your readers may 
imagine that I am the Mr. Hedges referred to, I write to ask if 
you will kindly insert as an explanation in the next number of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW a paragraph to the effect that, although I am 
flattered at the reference to my pioneer work with regard t the 
introduction of the electric light, I am still here, and actively 
engaged as consulting engineer for several important central 
stations, in addition to the ever-increasing work of specifying for 
the protection of buildings from lightning; I am also engineering 
director of one of the London waterworks companies, so that my 
time is well occupied in the important question of the transfer to 
the new Water Board. 

Килдкажовтн Нерсеѕ, M. I. C. E., 


Hon. Sec. of the Lightning Research Committee. 


We learn with regret of the death, which occurred on July 15th, 
of Mr. J. 8. Stevens, of Poundfield, Old Woking, senior partner in 
the well known Battersea firm of Archibald Smith & Stevens. There 
will be no changes in connection with the business, which will be 
conducted as heretofore by the surviving partners. 


The Trafford Park Fatality.—The inquest into the 
cause of the death of the man Clague, electric crane repairer, at the 
British Westinghouse works, was resumed on 20th inst., and Mr. 
G. 8. Ram, Electrical Inspector of Factories, gave evidence. He 
said that on May 26th he inspected the Westinghouse works, and 
found a number of exposed switches all over the building. The 
company promised that these sbould be protected, but on visiting 
the works that day he found that tbe switch on the 50-ton crane, 
on which the deceased lost his life, was still uncovered. Some of 
the cranes had been protected, and he scarcely expected to find the 
whole of the work carried out in a short space of time. 

The jury returned a verdict to the effect that the deceased met 
with an annatural death, apparently caused by an electrical shock. 
The foreman said the jury were satisfied that death was acci- 
dental, but there was no satisfactory evidence as to how the shock 
was given. 


Appointments Vacant.— Shift engineer for Buxton 
(308.); iustructor in mathematics (part time only) for Northampton 
Institute ; clerk of works (£3) for the electric wiring of St. Pancras 
Infirmary ; switchboard attendant for Swiudon. See “Offcial 
Notioes " to-day. 


India and China Telegrams. — In the House of 
Commons last week an hon. member asked the Postmaster-General 
if he would use his best endeavours to obtain some alleviations of 
the cable charges between India and China commensurate with the 
reductions recently announced between the United Kingdom and 
China. Mr. Austen Chamberlain replied that he had communicated 
with the cable company concerned, but in view of the recent 
reductions to which the hon. member referred, and of others made 
by the company during the last few years, which had resulted in а 
diminished revenue, the company was unable to make any further 
reductions at present. 


Callenders Buy Up the Anchor Cable Co.—The 
business of the Anchor Cable Co., of Leigh, has been disposed of as 
& going concern to Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., 
London. £6 бв. has been paid for the Anchor Со.'в £10 share. 
The works of the company are new, having been erected only three 
years ago. 

A New Canal Project.—It is expected that in the next 
session of Parliament one or two Bills will be promoted with the 
object of obtaining power to construct a great ship canal from 
London, through Surrey and Hampshire, to Southampton. Two 
companies have been registered with this object, one the London 
and Southampton (Canal) Co., and the other the Inland Waterways 
Co. During the past two or three weeks a large number of local 
authorities in Surrey and Hampshire have received notices from 
the latter company of their intention to apply to Parliament for 
powers to supply electricity within their respective areas. It has 
been stated by a gentleman connected with one of the companies 
that the canal will be designed to permit of the passage of large 
vessels. It will be 64 milea in length, 80 ft. wide, and 12 ft. or 
more in depth. At its southern extremity it will connect with 
Southampton Docks, and it will make a junction, probably a few 
miles above Teddington, with the Thames, "There will be a number 
of locks on the canal, all operated by electricity, and an electric 
tramway will, it is stated, be constructed the whole length of the 
canal, with powerful motors for haulage purposes, 
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Personal.—Mr. Arnold G. Hansard, consulting elec- 
trical engineer, has removed his office from 92, Victoria Street, 
S. W., to 53, Victoria Street, S. W. 

An American exchange says that Mr. E. B. Schattner, of London, 
of electricity meter fame, is to join the staff of the General Electric 
Co. at Schenectady, that company having acquired the American 
rights for bis meter. 

Mr. Leon Gaster. consulting electrical engineer, announces that 
his address is now 32, Victoria Street, S.W. 


Royal Commission on Trade Disputes.—4A pre- 
liminary meeting of this Royal Commission was held at the House 
of Commons last Friday afternoon. 


Fire.—Fusion of electric wires caused a fire which 
destroyed many valuables in a temporary supper tent at Grosvenor 
Square. A concert party arranged by Mrs. Lionel Phillips had, as 
a result, to be abandoned. 


Will.—Mr. David Davy, of Sheffield, head of the firm of 
Davy Bros., engineers and boiler makers, who died on April 19th 
last, has left estate of tbe gross value of £208,795, the net per- 
sonalty being £195,311. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tut Bradford Corporation has postponed advertising for an 
electrical engineer to take the place of Mr. Снлттоск, who has been 
appointed to Birmingham. It is intended to consider the question 
of amalgamating the Electricity Committee and the Tramways 
Committee. 

Out of over 100 applicants, Mr. J. F. ScnHooLBRED, chief 
assistant at the Stockport Corporation Electricity Works, has been 
appointed clerk of the works in connection with the Newcastle- 
under-Ly me municipal electrie light worka. 

At the meeting of the Lighting and Electricity Committee on 
Monday last, 20th inst., Mr. J. Gray Scort, the, borovgh electrical 
engineer, was presented with a marble timepiece by the Committee 
on the occasion of his approaching marriage. 

More than 100 applicants put in for the post of assistant elec- 
trical engineer at Llandudno, rendered vacant by the appointment 
of Mr. ALLEN to take charge of Messrs. Harland & Wolff's power 
and electric light plant at Belfast. The E.L. Committee has since 
appointed Mr. L. Н. TyLECOTE. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Glamorgan Engineering Co., Ltd. (77,939).—This company 
was rezistered on July 6th, with a capital of £16,060 in £1 shares, to acquire 
and carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers (but not of 
metal merchanty, machinery brokers and licensed valuers) carried on by C. E. 
and H. M. Peel, Ltd., at Swansea, and elsewhere, and to adopt an agreement 
with the said company, C. E. Peel, Н. M. Peel, and A. L. Furneaux. he first 
subscribers (each with one share) are:—C. E. Peel, Quay Parade, Swansea; 
Н. M. Peel, Quay Parade, Swansea, iron merchant; A. L. Furneaux, 35, 
Banbury Road, Oxford, electrical enzineer; W. Jones, 6, Stanley Terrace, 
Swansea, accountant; C. W. Jordan, Bryn Coed, Lonlas, Llansamlet, R. S.., 
engineer: C. Smart, 13, Carlton Terrace, Swansea, engineer; and С. G. Peel, 
l.onlas, Neath, apprentice engineer. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than five; the first are C. E. 
Peel, Н. M. Peel, and A. L. Furneaux; remuneration as tixed by the company. 
Registered office, Glamorgan Engineering Works, Upper Strand, Swansea. 


Ozone Generators, Ltd. (77,942).— This company was regis- 
tered on July 6th, with a capital of £6,060 in £1 shares, to adopt a contract 
between E. Coustau ара H. Diamont, and to carry on the business of manufac- 
turers and sellers of a gas generally described as “ozone,” either by means of 
an electrical apparatus or otherwise. The first subseribers each with one share) 
nre: W. C. Meaby, H, Bt. Paul's Road, Canonbury, N., clerk; D. N. Button, 
12, Weliwood Road, Goodmayer, Шога, typist; W. V. G. Ditehtield, 31a, Prairie 
Strect, Queen's Road, Battersea, clerk ; R. Yewin, 108, Crownfield Road, Strat- 
ford, E, clerk; C. F. Burden, 121, Eldertield Road, Clapton, N.E., clerk; H. 
Diamont, 20, Bucklersbury, E.C., M.D. (Strassburgi; and A. F. Harris, 95, 
Leadenhall Street, E. C., surveyor. Noinitial public issue. The first directors 
are 5. H. Albright. W. L igby, and H. Diamont; qualification, £6; remuneration, 
40 each per annum. Registered oflice, 29-30, King Street, Cheapside, Е.С. 


British Tramways and General Construction Co., Ltd. 
(78, Un f). This company was registered on July 16th, with a capital of 4300. 000 
in £1 shares, to carry onthe business of financiers, concessionnaires, commission 
agents, bankers, contractors for public or private works, capitalists, company 
promoters, owners and workers of railways, tramways, electric light, traction 
and power works, gas and water works and means of transport, constructors of 
electric tramways or light railways, wires, cables, dynamos, motors, engines, 
rolling stock, and the like, electricians, mechanical engineers, omnibus and van 
proprietors, carriers of passengers and goods, suppliers of electricity, ёс, The 
first subscribers are: О. H. Smith, &3, Cannon Street, E.C., manufacturer, 100 
shares: H. C. Levis, 3, Cannon Street, E.C., director, 100 shares: J. Gray. 58, 
Comerugh Road, West Kensington, W., patent agent, 1 share: F. R. Davenport, 
Bh, Albany, Piccadilly, W., 1 share; C. Ebel, 345, Queen's Road, Battersea, S. W., 
clerk, Ishare; J. E. Gibbons, 4, Georgette Place, Greenwich, S. HI., shorthand 
writer, ] share ; und E. It. G. Abbot, t4, Mysore Road, Clapham Common, S. W., 
accountant, ] share. No initial publicissue. The number of directors is not to 
be Jess than two nor more than five; the subscribers are to Appoint the first; 
quatthication, £100; remuneration, £200 eaen per annum (£50 extra for the 
спам шви). 


Ulster Electric Power Distribution Co., Ltd. (2,775).—This 
company Was registered in Dublin on July sth with a capital of £10,000 in £1 
shares, to produce and supply clectrical energy and power for public and private 
livhting. The first subscribers teach with 100 shares) are: А. М. Kirker, 
Craigavad, Co. Down, chairman Irish Distillery, Ltd.; J. Sinclair, Belfast, 
linen wanutoeturer; P. O'Mahony, Grangeton, Co. Wicklow; R. J. Me Mordie, 
Cabin Нар, Beliast; W. H. Preece, 8. Queen Anne’s Gate, K. C. B.; P. E. 
Heacheroft, 10, Upper Hamilton Terrace, London, N., director; T. E. F. 
Hodgson, St. Маху Abbey, Bedford, gentleman; J. B. Martin, Members 
Mansions, Westminster, S. W., land owner; A. C. C. de Renzy, 20, Perk Hill, 
Faliny, K C. B.; and S. L. Macroy, Limavady, Co. Derry, director of Donegal 
Railway Co. The number of committee ig not to be lesa than four nor more 
than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first; remuneration as fixed by 
the company. Registered ollice: 1, Lombard Street, Belfast, 


Automatic Circuit Breakers, Ltd. (78,059).—This company 
was registered on July 18th, with a capital of £100 in £1 shares, to acquire and 
take over the rights and obligationsof H. J. Swirles, H. Swanton and K. Starke, 
under an agreement between the said H. Swanton and R. Starke, and to carry 
on the business of electrical and general engineers, manufacturers of, agents 
for and dealers in circuit breakers, tools, dynamos, engines, electrical 
appliances, cycles, motors, carriages, cables, wires, lamps, switchboards, асси. 
mulators and the like, &c. The subscribers are:—H. J. Swirles, 63, Penrose 
Street, Walworth, S. F.., mechanical engineer, 2 shares; H. Swanton, 63, White- 
house Street, Stepney, E., engineer, 2 shares; R. Starke, 195, Upper Thames 
Street, F.C., merchant, 2 shares; W. P. Warren, 525, Holloway Road, N., engi- 
пест, l share: R. A. Starke, 53, Ravensdale Road, N., traveller, 1 share: A. B. 
Starke, 195, Upper Thames Street, E.C., wholesale druggist, 1 share: and D. 
Gibbon, 59, Grove Road, St. John's Wood, N.W., salesman, 1 share. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than 
six; the first are H. Swanton, R. Starke and H. J. Swirles (managing directors); 
qualification, £10. 


Lionel Robinson & Co., Ltd.  (78,015.))— This company 
was registered on July lith, with a capital of 250,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire the business carried on at 9, Carteret Street, Westminster, and at 
Salem Road, Bayswater, as Lionel Robinson & €'0.," to adopt agreements 
(11) with L. I. Robinson and R. G. W. Ellis; (2 with the said L. I. Kobin- 
son; and (3) with tbe said R.G. W. Ellis, and to carry on the business of 
electrical engineers and contractors, electricians, manufacturers of and dealers 
in all apparatus and things capable of being used in connection with the gene- 
ration, distribution, supply, regulation, accumulation and employment of eiec- 
tricity, mechanical engineers, bo!ler makers, iron, brass and metal founders, 
launch and ship builders, machinists, fitters, millwrights, tube makers, wire 
drawers, iron and steel converters, metallurgists, toolmakers, &c. The first 
subscribers are:—I.. I. Robinson, 9, Carteret Street, Westminster, S. W., elec- 
trical engineer, 500 shares; Н. G. W. Ellis, 9, Carteret Street, Westminster, 
S. W., electrical engineer, 500 shares; W.G. Adams, F.R.S., 43, Campden Hill 
Square, W., 1 share; €. M. Billington, Blomfield House, London Wall, E.C., 
civil and electrical engineer, & 0 shares; С. W. Atkinson, 2, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
S. W., civil engineer, 500 shares; Н. E. Knight, 37, Lyncroft Gardens, Hamp- 
stead, N.W., clerk, 1 share; and W. Russell, 2, Wardrobe Place, Doctor's Com- 
mons, E.C., solicitor, 1 share. No initial public issue. The number of directors 
is not to be less than two nor more than seven: the first are L. I. Robinson and 
н. б. W. Ellis (managing directors); qualification, £500; remuneration of 
ordinary directors, when number does not exceed four, £600 per annum, div., 
and £150 per annum for each additional director. The original managing 
directors are to receive, in addition to their shareof &bove, £600 perannum, div., 
when the paid-up capital is less than £21,000, with an extra £15 for each com- 
pleted £1,000 in excess of £20,000, and also 15 per cent.of the surplus protits 
remaining. after providing for a dividend of 10 per cent on the paid-ap ordinary 
capital, divisible. 


Reliance Electric Co., Ltd. (78,054)— This company was 
registered on July 17th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, to carry on the 
business of electrical and mechanical engineers, electricians, suppliers of 
electricity for light, hcat, power or otherwise, manufacturers of and dealers in 
electric, magnetic, telegraphic, telephonic and other appliances and apparatus, 
&c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are :—R. J. Urquhart, Gardner 
Road, West Derby, Liverpool, consulting engineer; S. Pearce, 464, Market 
Street, Manchester, manufacturing chemist; E. J. Hill, 46, Deansgate, Man- 
chester, merchant tailor; R. G. Macleod, 25, Acomb Street, Manchester, 
traveller: J. L. Rawbon, 2, Downing Street, Ardwick, Manchester, artist: G. O. 
Caine, 234, Deansgate, Manchester, licensed victualler; and E. W. Bundy, 4, 
Albert Place, Dickinson Road, I.ongsight, Manchester, accountant. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more 
than five; the first are G. Smith and W. P. Theermann ; qualification, 25 shares. 
Registered office, 265, Deansgate, Manchester. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Globe Telegraph and Trust Co., Ltd. (7,465).—This company's 
annual return was filed on June 9th, when 180,877 preference and 180.9577 
ordinary shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £5.000,000 in 
250,000 preference und 250,000 ordinary shares of. £10 each. 45,009 shares are 
issued subject to payment wholly in cash, and £433,115 ds. has been received. 
43, 167. 450 1s considered as paid on 316,745 shares. Mortgages and charges: vil. 


West India and Panama Telegraph Co., Ltd. (11,116).—This 
company's annual return was filed on June ‘th, when 88,321 ordinary, 34,261 
first preference and 4,669 second preference shares had been taken up out of & 
nominal capital of £2,445,630 in 200,000 ordinary, 34.563 first preference and 
10.000 second preference shares of £10 each. 41. 275.530 is considered as paid. 
Mortgages and charges: £50,000. 


W. H. Allen, Son & Co., Ltd., electrical and mechanical 
engineers, Bedford (66,640).—Issue on June 19th of £900 second debentures, part 
of a series created June 15th, 1903, to secure £40,000, charged on the company’s 
undertaking and present property (subject to £10 000 first mortgage debentures. 
Trustees: Law Guarantee and Trust Soeicty, I. td., 19, Chancery Lane, W.C. 
Previously issued of same scries, £24,100. 


Peterborough Electric Traction Co., Ltd. (74,562).—A trust 
deed dated June 26th, 1903, to secure £20,000 debenture stock has been 
registered. Property charged: all the company's assets, present and future, 
Trustces: Electric and General Investment Co., Ltd. 


CITY NOTES. 


Chili Telephone Co., Ltd. 


Mr. Оғо. KEITH presided on Thursday last week at Winchester 
House, E.C., over the ordinary general meeting of the above com- 
any. 

д In moving the adoption of the report, the CHairMan said that 
for several years the business of the company had been makin 

steady progress and profits had been increasing, and he thought they 
would agree that the report showed a good record for the past year. 
The gross revenue had increased by about 11 per cent., while the 
total expenditure worked out at 474 per cent. of the revenue, 
which was about the same as in the previous year. The higher 
exchange which had ruled during the year had also contributed to 
the sterling profits. The income from Chili amounted to £28,72:3, 
and that from dividends, discounts and transfer feea made a total 
of £29,328, while there remained a net profit of £23,367, after the 
deduction of the Lundon expenses, debenture interest, and income- 
tax. This was as compared with £19,040 in the previous year. With 
the amount brought forward they had an available balance of 
£26,100, out of which they proposed to place £11,038 to reserve, 
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pay a dividend of 6 per cent, and carry forward £2,637. The 
reserve now stood at £49,000, and the investments at £25,000. 
The result was satisfactory, for the payment of a 6 per cent. 
dividend realised the expectations of the business when the com- 
pany was started. Since they commenced operations Chili had 
passed through difficult times, but the settlement with Argentine 
had brought about a favourable reaction, and the financial situation 
had since considerably improved. Exchange had been moving up 
and now stood at 16iths, while commerce was more active and the 
business prospects far better. There was no doubt that people of 
Chili appreciated the advantages of the telephone, and the com- 
pany's lines were being gradually extended through the country. 
During the past year 451 miles of new wire was put up. Last year 
he told them that it was the intention to place their lines under- 
ground in the central parts of Santiago, but the work for the present 
was postponed, owing to the proposed law of regulating electric 
services not having yet passed Congress. It was expected, however, 
that the newly elected municipality would take the matter up in 
the interests of the City. In conclusion, the Chairman said the 
whole of the company's plant was in an efficient condition, and 
the service was being well maintained, and they could look forward 
to the continued prosperity of the company. 

The Hon. W. G. ALLsoPP seconded the motion, and the report 
was adopted. 


City & South London Railway Co. 


Tax directors’ report for the half-year ending June 30th, 1903, to 
be submitted to the half-yearly meeting on Tuesday next, 28th 
inst., reads as follows :—" The receipts from all sources for the past 
half-year have amounted to £81,770 7s. 5d., and the cost of working 
has been £37,919 3s. За, leaving a profit of £43,851 4s. 2d. 
Inclusive of the balance brought forward from December 31st last, 
the net revenue account shows an aggregate total of £45,379 2s. 
After making provision for the debenture stock interest, and the 
transfer to the renewal fund of £1,500, a balance remains available 
for dividend of £33,006 9s. 11d. Out of this sum the directors 
recommend that the full dividend of 5 per cent. per annum be paid 
on the preference stocks, 1891, 1896 and 1901, and that a dividend 
at the rate of 2? per cent. per annum be paid upon the consolidated 
ordinary stock for the half-year, leaving a balance of £1,500 Os. 11d. 
to be carried forward to the next account. The following table 
shows the number of passengers, exclusive of season ticket holders, 
carried since the opening of the railway, and dividends paid in 
each half-year :— 


! 
Number of | Dividend 
passengers 
(exclusive of осер per cent. 
Half-year. SORSOH (including per annum 
ticket season tickets). | on ordin 
holders). stock. 
£ в. d. 
Ended December 81st, 1890 (11 days) 165,000 1,568 8 9 Nil. 
„ June 30th, 1891.. e zs 2,412 848 19,408 6 9 » 
» December 81st, 1891 .. 2,749,055 19,798 16 6 З 
» June 80th, 1892.. ае 2,818,162 20,981 4 3 
„ December 31st, 1892 .. 8,117,608 22.002 17 5 
„ June 80th, 1893 .. ond " 8,146,656 22,458 6 9, 
» December 81st, 1893 .. AR 8,098,351 92,067 14 10 
„ June 80th, J894.. da 8,8-3,164 23.564 10 6 1 
„ December 81st, 1804 . 5, 28,540 12 4 1 
„ June 80th, 1895. ES 8,118,199 23,711 Е 8 1 
„ December 81st, 1996 .. is 8,172,438 23,780 8 7 11 
„ June 80th, 1896.. “> ©» 8,192,672 94,021 18 0 13 
„ December 81st, 1896 .. s ,480 25,456 6 9 13 
„ June goth, 1897 .. is 8,487,810 26,408 З 6 8 
„ December 8166, 1897 .. ‚56 25,472 12 10 1 
„ June 80th, 1898.. vs x 8,478,971 96,850 16 4 al 
„ December 81st, 1898 .. m 8,462,814 96,919 14 10 2 
„ June 300, 1899. M e ; 96749 8 0 9 
„ December 81st, 1 Ж 8,442,942 26,197 14 10 1 
„ June 80th, 1900.. A 4,169,717 83,608 2 8 1 
n December 81st, 1900 5,018,849 44,716 8 11 i 
„ June 30th, 190 5,887,766 61,018 17 8 1 
„ December 31st, 1901 3,008,842 59,784 14 8 21 
s» June 3th, 19032.. ee 9,192,120 76.43 19 B 8 
„ December gist, 1902. 877, 199 82,181 7 1 , 93 
„ June 30tb, 1908.. 9,511,150 78,84 19 9 21 
6 as 


Total since the opening of the line .. | 108,369,219 £856,297 4 


Railway opened for traffic December 18th, 1890. 

Extension to Moorgate opened February 26th, 1900. 

Extension to Clapham Common opened June 8rd, 1900. 
‚ Extension to [slington opened November 17th, 1901. 


The directors regret that although the receipts of the line show a 
small increase over those of the corresponding period of last year, 
some addition to the expenses, together with a larger amount of 
interest payable on the debenture and preference stocks, have 
necessitated a decrease of ł per cent. in the dividend. The natural 
increase of the traffic has been interfered with by the competition 
of the electric tramways, which are run by the London County 
Council at very low fares, and especially during ¿he fine weather 
draw away many passengers from the railway. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that this will prove only of temporary duration and that the 
traffic will gradually return. The appeal in respect to the com- 
pensation to be paid for the site of the station under St. Mary 
Woolnoth Church having been decided against the company, an 
order was made that the whole amount awarded should be paid into 
Court together with the accumulated interest, amounting in the 
whole to £89,904 4s. 3d. (in addition to £81,350 already paid into 
Court) and this has been done, the necessary funds having been 
raised by the issue of preference and debenture stocks. The 
questions involved being of euch great importance to the company, 
the directors propose to carry the case to the House of Lords, where 
they hope they may obtain & more favourable decision. The Bill for 


the extension to King's Cross, St. Pancras and Enston, including also 
the transfer of the undertakiug of the City and Brixton Railway to 
this company, has been passed by the committee of both Houses of 
Parliament, and will, it is expected, shortly receive the Royal 
assent. Feeling that the extension to King's Cross, St. Pancras and 
Euston is of the greatest importance to the company, and likely to 
result in a large accession of traffic, the directors recommend that 
the construction of this line should be proceeded with at once, and 
they will ask the proprietors' sanction to the creation and raising of 
the necessary capital As the Bill authorises the payment of 
interest out of capital during construction, it is not anticipated that 
there will be any charges upon the revenues of the company until 
the line is finished and open for traffic. The works of the Great 
Northern and City Railway are approaching completion, and it is 
hoped that the line will be ready for traffic before the end of the 
present year." 


Prospectuses. 


Тнк list was to close yesterday in an issue of £200,000 5 per cent. 
first mortgage debenture stock in the Auckland Electric Tramways 
Co., 144 The share capital is £300,000 all paid up. The under- 
taking isa B. E. T. concern, and the Electric and General Invest- 
ment Co. are trustees for the debenture stock holders. 141 miles 
of double-track line are in operation, and a further two miles will 
be completed shortly. The object of the present issue is principally 
to repay borrowed money. 

The Manchester and Liverpool Electric Express Railway Cv. ів 
before the investing public this week, the list closing to-day, with 
an issue of £2,100,000 in 210,000 £10 shares—the whole of the 
nominal capital. The objects of the scheme are pretty well known 
to readers of the ErzoTRICAL Review, involving the adoption of 
the Behr electric mono-rail system between the two places men- 
tioned. The line will be 34 miles 3.furlongs in length, and ite cost, 
according to the latest estimates, will be £2,298,515 (including 
£1,400,000 for works, £558,515 for lands, and £340,000 for the gene- 
rating station and electrical equipment). The authorised debenture 
powers are £700,000, so it will be seen that there remains, on the 
estimate, a balance of £501,485 for finance, administration, contin- 
gencier, and payment of 3 per cent. interest upon share capital 
during construction. This latter item of interest is limited in the 
aggregate to £150,000. If the capital were fully paid up, this 
would allow interest over a period of 24 years, or thereabouts, but 
only £1 per share has to be paid on application, £1 per share 
on allotment, and the balance when called for. The 3 per cent. 
payments may thus be considered assured for longer than the 24 

ears, according to the dates of the subsequent share calls. Messre. 

. Elliott Cooper, M.I.C.E., and F. B. Behr, of Westminster, are 
the engineers, and Lord Kelvin and Sir W. H. Preece are consult- 
ing engineers for the electrical work. Accompanying the prospectus 
there are circulated a few extracts from the evidence given in favour 
of the scheme before the Parliamentary Committee ; also the proceed- 
ings of the local committee, and a reprint of a description of the 
Behr system which appeared at the end of last year in a contem- 


porary 


Direct United Ntates Cable Co. : 


Tue directors’ report for the six months ended June 30th, to be 
presented at the meeting to be held at Winchester House, on 
Tuesday, 28th inst., at two o'clock p.m., says:— 


The half.year's revenue, after deducting out-payments, amounted to 
£46,446 128. 7d. as compared with 246,610 6s. 11d. for the corresponding period 
of 1903, showing a difference of £2,276 бв. 8d. in favour of the half-year under 
review. ‘The working and other expenses for the same period, includiv i: income- 
tax, amounted to £21,734 Os. 7d., leaving a balance of £27,162 126. as tbe net 
profit, making with £4,779 18s. 6d. brought forward from the previous half-year 
a total of £81,942 5s. 6d. For the corresponoing period of 1902, the working 
expenses and other payments amounted to £21,516 178. d. Three quar erly 
interim dividends of 3s. each per share, amounting to £27,919 10s. have been 
declared, and paid during the financial year, and a final dividend of 3s. per 
share is now proposed, together with a bonus of 1s. per share, making with the 
three interim dividends, 81 per cent. for the year, being & total distribution of 
£39.461 10s. Alter transferring £58,000 to the reserve fund account, the balance 
of £2,693 15s. 6d. on the revenue account is proposed to be carried forward. 
The reserve fund account has been debited with £22,931 13s. 11d. for cost of 
cable repairs, and after being credited with interest on the investments, profit 
on sale of securit:es and &mount transferred from revenue, the balance now 
amounts to £474,064 168. id., taking the investments at cost price. The interests 
of the company were represented at the International Telegraphic Congress 
which sat in London from May 26th to the 8th inst. 


Edmundson's Electricity Corporation. 


Tux report for the year ended March 31st last, to be presented at 
the meeting on the 23rd inst., states that, including the sum of 
£6,179 brought forward from last year, the net profit, after payment 
of debenture interest, amounts to £53,048. After deducting 
dividends on preference shares paid and accrued, amounting to 
£9,540, and an interim dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum on the ordinary shares, there remains a balance of £37,257. 
The directors recommend a final dividend ou the ordinary shares at 
the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, making 7 per cent. for the year, 
to be written off good will account £5,000, and added to reserve 
fund £9 274, leaving to be carried forward £11,733. During the 
year 20,000 preference shares and £40,000 debenture stock have 
been issued. The premiums received in respect of tnese issues, less 
expenses, amount to £16,725, and have been added to the reserve 
fund, which, with the contribution proposed to ba made from 
revenue account, will be increased to £40,000. The 4,500 deferred 
shares have been converted into ordinary shares, in accordance with 
the articles of association. 


LI 
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The General Electric Co. (1900). 


THE directors’ report, to be submitted at the meeting to be held at 
71, Qveen Victoria Street to-day, at 12 o'clock noon, reads : — 

The directors beg to submit to the shareholders their aunual 
report, together with the audited accounts to March 31st, 1903. 


The net trading profits and income from 
investments, &c., amount to .. vx .. £94,381 14 4 
Less loss at Witton Works - T . 20,001 11 7 


74,880 2 9 


22,349 0 7 
——-—— £52,031 2 2 


After deducting depreciation and debenture 
interest amounting to .. E s» Y 
There remains a balance of РА 

Out of which the dividend on the preference 
shares at the rate of Б per cent. for the year 
ended March 8lst, 1903, has been paid, 
absorbing .. КР ©з жы, wr A canh 12,500 0 0 


— 


439,581 2 2 


Leaving an available balance of .. 
Which the directors recommend should be appro: | 
priated as follows :— 

To payment of managing directors’ and em- 
ployés' bonus “з s e vè мр 
To payment of dividend оп Ordinary shares at 
the rate of 5 per cent. for the year ended 
March 81st, 1903 Z.. зр vx 25 % 

To reserve account .. eo 


£3,958 2 2 


14,419 0 0 
21,159 0 0 
— 289,531 2 2 


The Reserve Account 
The reserve account stands in the accounts at 
being the amount of undivided profits as at 

March 8186, 1902 
The proposed appropriation of the undivided 
profit of the year ended March 3186, 1908, 
amounts to.. wis a © {5 ex 
Giving & total of reserve account of 


£89,001 2 0 


21,159 0 0 
——— ——— £60,210 2 0 


“The trading profit derived from the general business of the 
company has shown an increase in almost every department, and 
the net result must be considered satisfactory. On the other hand, 
the establishment of the new’ works at Witton, involving the 
teaching and training of new workpeople, and entailing expenses 
inseparable from the creation of a new industry in this country, has 
occasioned a loss during the first year’s working. The directors have 
thought it prudent to write off the whole of such loss this year; 
nevertheless they bave, by reducing the dividend on the ordinary 
shares, still been able to place an amount to reserve that is up to 
the standard of previous years. The engineering works at Witton 
are now well provided with ordere, and there are indications that 
they will add materially to the profits of the company in the 
coming year. During the year анге 2,422 ordinary shares have 
been allotted to the directors of the company and members of the 


staff at par. Mr. Т. Hawkins retires by rotation from the position 
of director. The anditors, being eligible, offer themselves for 


re-election.” 


An extraordinary general meeting is to be held at 12.30, or as soon 
afterwards as the ordinary general meeting of the company, when 
the subjoined resolution will be proposed :—“ That the name of the 
company be changed to the General Electric Co., Ltd." 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co.—The directors have 
resolved, after placing £6,000 to the credit of the renewal fund, to 
declare an interim dividend for the quarter ending June 30th, 1903, 
of 15s. per cent. on the ordinary stock and £1 10s. per cent. on the 
preferred stock. There is then a balance of about £1,468 to be 
carried forward to the next account. 


Eastern Telegraph Со, — Тһе accounts show, after pay- 
ment of the interim dividend of £1 5s. per cent. on the ordinary 
stock to December 31st, a balance available sufficient to pay a final 
dividend of £1 5s. per cent. and a bonus of £2 per cent., both free 
of tax, on the ordinary stock, payable on the 30th inst., making a 
total distribution of 7 per cent. for the year ended March 31st. 


Stock Exchange Notices.— Applications have been 
made to the Committee to sllow the following securities to be 
quoted in the Official List:— British Electric Traction Co, Ltd.— 


Farther issue of 75,000 6 per.cent. cumulative preference shares of 
£10 each, fully paid. 


EI .. 
—— ͥ 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

HERE and there business in the Stock Exchange is by no means as bad 
as is frequently the case during the dog days, but trade is remarkably 
" spotty,” as the House colloquially calle it. Speculation is entirely 
confined to the American railroad market, while what small amount 
of investment business there still remains is almost confined to the 
Home Railway department in the usual track of what may be 
termed popular investment areas. Already some of the Stock 
Exchange pillars support controversial literature upon the Free 
Trade and Protection questions and members are driven to discuss 
politics in default of stocks and shares. 

One of the chief features of the past week is the subetantial 
improvement that has taken place in telegraph issues. In our 


last issue attention was directed to the gradual lifting of the cloud 
of suspicion which has for so long hung over this market by reason 
of the wireless wonders. But our persistent contention that the 
Marconi and similar systems can hardly enter the arena of practical 
competition for years to come is at length fixing itself in the minds 
of those who hastened to sell in sheer nervousness. By the steady 
payment of their accustomed dividends, and by the patent facts 
revealed by their accounts that they are still able to maintain 
their position, the telegraph companies have borne in проп the 
erstwhile proprietors a suggestion that they, the shareholders, 
might, after all, have been a little premature in parting with sound 
investments at low prices, in many cases at a severe loss. It is now 
sought to replace the stocks sacrificed, while there is also a steady 
demand from financial corporations and other capitalists, large and 
small, for the investments, well secured, and paying a good rate of 
interest. The market seems to have touched bottom, and therefore 
the buyer is actively to the front. 

The price lists on the following page show tbat nearly two dozen 
stocks and shares in the telegraph market are harder, and the 
highest rise has been secured by the Submarine Cable Trust certi- 
ficates, which are 4 points to the good. This, of course, does not 
mean much to the British investor, and the price is simply moved 
from New York; even to deal in the stock one has to go to the 
American and not the Telegraph market. Several stocks have 
added 2 per cent, amongst them being Eastern Ordinary (which 
is still cum. dividend) and Weat Coast of America Debentures. 
Eastern Extensions are a particularly good market at 123. The 
Anglo-American trio shows a triple improvement on the better 
dividend announcement; but Commercial Cable stock is unaltered, 
although the 4 per cent. Debenture has followed up its rise of last 
week with another advance. Directs also improved upon the good 
report. Ali the West India and Panama series are decidedly better 
the opinion being expressed that investors see attraction in the high 
yields to be obtained from the Preference shares in this company. 
Western Telegraphs have jumped upa sovereign. Cuba Preference 
and West African shares both exhibit another rise of 10s. each, 
making £1in the fortnight. There аге none too many shares abont 
in the Telegraph market, and buying orders are sometimes difficult 
to execute even at the outaide price of the two quoted. An advance 
in Globe Telegraphs reflects the better feeling of the market asa 
whole. 

Telephone varieties have been over-shaded by the activity in 
Telegraphs, but National Third Preference climbed à on the 
appearance of the company's report, and United River Plate 
Preference recovered the fraction that they shed last week. 

After the animation amongst the cable Shares, the Electrical 
Supply section shows up famely so far as fluctuations in prices are 
concerned. Indeed, the only noticeable changes consist of a drop 
of j in City of London Ordinary, and of 1 in Chelsea shares, there 
being still quiet pressure to sell. It is sigaificant of this market 
that the new Metropolitan Preference shares which were difficult to 
sell at sixpence premium soon after their issue are now quoted at 
2s. 6d premium and upwards, nor is a further advance improbable 
in view of the fact that very similar sbares in this list stand con- 
siderably higher. No change occurred in General Electric Pre- 
ferences upon the issue of the report, which document explains 
most satisfactorily the apparent paradox of a heavy reduction in 
the Ordinary dividend, coupled with increased trading profits. 
There are plenty of worse 5 per cent, inveatments than General 
Electric Preference shares. 

None of the Home Railway dividends so far declared have done 
much to arouse enthusiasm in this section. The City and South 
London report shows how increased expenditure has swamped better 
earnings, and the price of the stock shows a further decline of five 
points. Central Londons keep up, the dividend being 4 per cent. 
as anticipated, but Waterloo and City is down a trifle. Mersey 
Ordinary sticks at 16, and the mono-rail prospectus met with a 
more cordial reception academically than financially. That is to 


‚ вау, there is general agreement as to the very interesting character 


of the scheme propounded, but whether it will be a great monetary 
success for some years to come is called in question. The South 
Lancashire Electric Tramways Co., by the way, boasts that when 
its new lines are completed, it will have the longest electric car 
route in the country. The Metropolitan Railway dividend is 
distinctly good, but the price of the stock is dull at 884. 

In the traction market, British Electric Ordinary have Slipped 
back 4, and this department is quiet on the whole. Саре Electrics 
changed hands at 2,3, on Tuesday, and Calcuttas at 7 on the same 
day. The new Auckland Electric Debentures are nominally about 
par. A few miscellaneous changes call for mention, British 
Aluminium Debenture having gone up 2; the stock is scarce, and 
there are prospective purchasers about. The price of the 6 per 
cent. “ А ” Preference shares is 6 middle. Oallender’s Preference 
are 2 easier, and the revival in telegraph issues has not made any 
difference to thé manufacturing companies up to thé present, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
Business done 
Present or | Dividends for the last | Closing По week ended 
NAME, Quotations Quotations 
Issue. ares three years, July i5ih. July 2nd, J m 
1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest Lowest 
67,100 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. ТЫ” узб ee ae 100 a ss ко 98 —102 98 —102 е p. 
96,000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 „ 10 ss sis - Lei 84 . . 
119, 00 Do. do. 5 96 Debs., F ae ee ee 100 oe ee ee 70 — 80 70 — 80 ee 
788,840 | Anglo-American Telegraph . e. s. >> >~ | Stock | 8 61s. 60/6 47 — 50 48 — 51 .. 
8,106,580 Do. о. do. 6 % Pref, am vx Le i .. | Stock | 6 6% 6 f 92 — 94 93 — 95 91 3} 
8,105,580 Do. do. do. Deferred LE ee e se ae Stock 58. 2s. 1 БУ 84 — 8 — 9 81 H IA 
44, Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 ee ee ee ee ee ee 5 5 % 5 6% 41— 4 RU Б} uid 75% 
Commercial Cable 2% T sy vs ee .. | $100 8% 8 H X 150 —160 150 —160 ais k 
ШҮ: баба 9 a. Bterling 500 year 4% Deb. Stock Red. .. .. анек i i ax 91 — Oe 92 — 5 934 923 
egrap ee eo ео ee ae ee i ee 64 з sce oe 
12381 us ton 10 ® Pret. ee ee ae ee ee ee es 10 4% 4 3, * 16 — 17 15 — 163 162 ee 
Direct pan egra ee oe eo ee ee os ee 4 24 = 5 ee oe 
6,000 Do. do. 10 % Cum. Pref. ze zi 55 M 5 EM "m 7— 85 7 — 5 32 m 
80,000 Do. do. 96 Debs. ЧИ sa m" i дз 50 is - 97 —101 97 —101 Эр NS 
60,7102 | Direct United States Cable 20 83% | 81% 3 % 10 — 10} 10+— 10} 10} 103 
87,800 | Direct West India ae » 49% Reg. Deb, within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. | 100 » » 98 —101 —101 T 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord ОЯ . ae | Stok | 7% | 7% T% 126 —131 198 —133 131 тун} 
1,955,565 Do. 84 X Pref. Stock Se s us ..| 100 ie de 88 — 91 89 — 92 91 нчі 
1,584,645 Do. 4% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ee .. | Stock өр TENE MMC 105 —i08 105 —108 107 106: 
800, Eastern Extension, шел and China Telegraph — ..  .. 10 796 | 796 7% 105— 114 12 — 1945 xd 123 uj 
820,000: 4 9% Deb. Stock Stock es vs - 105 —108 106 —109 108 ти 
800,000 | Eastern & South 1 eol 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8 ‚000, red. 1909 | 100 ss : « 99 —102 99 —102 е? 
900,000: Го. 1% Reg. Mort, Debs, (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 9500 25 m р an 101 —104 % 99 —102 101 100 
180,227 | Globe elec and BEY es Pa ^ a 10 5196 5196 va 9 9 — 94 9 В; 
180,042 Ро. до. b Pri. 10 BS, v = 1°ў— 13} 18 — 134 132 12 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, t Copenhag 10 15% | 165% | 124% 23 — 93 22 — 23 ne Ж 
62.5001 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 4 * 155 Mort. Debe, within Na.] 100 zm 98 —101 xd 98 — 101 
, 1 to ; ee ee *. 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph e un „ 95 |10% | 10% | 10% 35 — 89 85 — 39 8 ^ 
100,000: | London Platino-Brasilian p ae 6 Ф. Deba, oe e | 100 z .. .. 100 —104 100 —104 1( 03 .. 
1,988,388 | National Telephone, Pref. 8 oe ә e» . | 100 5% 5% 6 % 102 —104 102 —104 104 pes 
1,966,667 Do. Def. en. Luas е do .. | 100 ae vi 43% 82 — 84 82 — 84 93 82 
15, 000 Do. do. рег. Gem. 1st Pref. ee ee eo ee ee 10 6 Д 6 96 6 % 18 — 14 13 — 14 oe ee 
15,000 Do. do, 6% Cum. and Pret. „ “жк 20 6 6 6% 124— 133 1 13 
2, 260,000 Do. do. Б €, Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 250,000 а. е б 5 % 5 5 % — bi 54— 5i 514 
000, 000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. us <è .. | Stock | 84% 849% 35% — 98 — 98 97 
600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. “e .. | 100 4 4 4 4 % 1024 —10:5 101 —103 1024 1012 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone in Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully pad .. .. 1 6 6 6% "m tá S Cm E 4 z 
100,000! | Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debe., 1 to 1,000 ..  ..| 100 2 % » —100 —10 " a 
,889 Reuter's ee ee ee ee ee es ee 8 5% 5% * 64— ТА 64— 74 ft id 
8,908 Submarine Cables Trust ee ee ee ee oe es Cert. ee ee oe 112 —117 18 —118 ee oe 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone ' zs * zs ds sy 4 5 7 96 1% 1% +e 6 xd 6 xd 6 58 
000 Do. do. VV ee 5 ee ee . 44— 5 4 51 as ee 
119,947 Do. do. 5 % Debs. .. è .. | Stock a Pe S 103 —106 104 —107 T 
15,8000 | West African Telegraph, Shares 10 aie ae 2% 44— 53 5— 6 53 51 
150,0000 | West Coast of America, 49, Debs., 1to 1,500 guar. by Bras. Sub. Tel, | 100 Ys id xs — 96 95 — 98 T A 
967,980 | Western Telegraph, Ind, 1 Nos. 1 to 207,980 Qus “casei. же 10 796 | 796 - 11i— 114 12 — 123 250 113 
76,0001 Do. ‚до. 5 % Debs. Фа series, 1500 sé Vs ..| 100 vs oe А 100 —103 100 —103 ; эз 
000 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. «6 i» .. | 100 i $e š 97 —100 97 —100 
West India and Panama Telegraph .. ee ee ee 10 3% ee . == 8 
B4,568 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. lst Pref. ee ae 10 ee ee e. — ef hm 7 674 
4,669 Do. do. do. : Cum. 9nd Pref. е ә» 10 ee ee . 8 = 4 4 — 5 е 
0003 Do, do. do. Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ээ 100 ee e 97 —100 98 —101 е ee 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. i 
| | 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. Pref. ae Ar s% 10 -— se 8— 4 B— 4 
800,000: Do. do. 5% 1st Mort. Deb. Btook Red. ee ee ee Stock oe ee ee 7 EA TIC T 82 * ee 
100,000 | British Electric Traction we T ә Бә 10; 9% 9% 8% 12 — 1247xd 1195 124 xd 12} 11} 
100,000 Do. 90. 6% Cum. Pref. m s 10 is ia es es 257 11j— 12 215 113 
600,000: | Do. de 6 & Perpetual Debenture Btock .. 0 | Stock 56 - e 122 122 — 124 124] 
100,000 | British Insulated and Helsby Cables Mac ae uw vs 5 |15% |10% 10 oi E^ 6 — 1 e. e 
100,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. Pref. . sä us EN 5 А ss js 54— 5 6 $s = 
50,000 Do, do. Ca,, bia. lst Mort. Deb. Red... ie T .. | 100 se - AM 102 —106 102 —106 1043 vs 
50,000 coe Lindley 3 oe ee ee es £1 8 Nil ee NS 10 15. tA exe °з 
50, Do. 6 % Cum. Pret. .. v КА as £1 6 6 96 s 14/6 to 15; 14/6 to 15/6 4 » 
105,781 iun Electrioal Kugiüeatitig, Ord., 1 to 105,781 . E - 2 b Nil Nil = 13 i— 1 чя Ее 
150,000 Do. do. Non-cum. 6 % Pref. ХИ s 2 6 8% 6 96 li— 1 11— 1 А E 
125,0001 Do. do. Perp. Deb. Stock . oe 5. | Stock 25 og .. “| 99 —102 99 —102 sie as 
125,0003 Do. do. 44 % Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock vs Stock s s РК 87 — 92 87 — 92 © m 
86,000 | Callender's Cable Construction 5 ares ss T še Р 5 16% | 20% 15 € 114— 123 am 124 114 114 
40,000 Do. 20. do. ` 59% Cum. Pref. .. К А 5 ae se is 6 bj— 5 e] 6s 
90,0001 Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. es Stock ae ee ee 106 —110 106 —110 oe oe 
1,860,014 | Central London Raley: Ord. Stock és ne .. | Stock x 4% 4% 101 —107 104 —107 105 105 
494,003 Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock.. .. ... . Stock vá 4% | 4% | 101 —105 101 —101 1U: 103 
494,998 Do. do. Det. do. es ee ae ee ee Stock oe 4 "o 4 % 107 —]110 107 —1 10 1084 es 
85, FF Des. Үз AI ert 8 8 1 к 2— 24 2 — 24 278 - 
А 8 ort. Reg. De о ‚ап 10 EX 
100,0001 901 to 11,000 of £50 red. L a e i Кз тыш Ил ЦЕ S е 
99,261 | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, A shares, £8 paid, 1 to 99,261 5 2 $ Nil sa 2 0— ł 0 — 
17,139 Do. do. “ 13 " shares, 01—017,189 .. E b Nil js 914— 2 :glà— 24 А 
344, 0231 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. 100 А Es ee ee 11 ст 15 71 TE 75 в 
100,000 Do. do. 5 % 300 b. peck ко. Certs. ‘all pd. 100 . E se ee 75 CI 80 n 15 — 80 е ~~ 
112,100 {Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100  .. „ 2 6% 6 * | 6% | Tii- 13 i là— 18 xd 
31,890 Do. do. 7 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 M 1*9 us is E „ь%— З xd YA— З xd 
g2'5002 Po. do. 4% Perp. Ist Mort. Deb 8 Book e | took] >. E so [499 —102 ха |У 99 —102 ха : 
25000 | General Electric Со. (1900), 5 % Cum. Pref. - .. zo Cx „10 5% | 56% | 5% › 94— 10 о 94—10 е К 
200,000 Do. do. 4 % Mort. Deb. Ce. Ў as 905 .. | Stock, s dic sis 99 —102 ,99 —102 аж 
85,000 Honiley ei s (W. T.) Telegraph Works, Ori. 5 20 % |20% | 20% .l4 — 15 414 — 15 14,7 14 
85,000 do. Pret.? „ des 5 5.45 |. . [245 — 2 5 — 5 54 б, 
48,050 Bo. ort. Deb. Sto .. Stock is T 3108 —112, б 108 —112 b x 
50,000 | Indis-Rubber, Gua Perche, & Telegraph Works 10 |10% 10 bs 4+ 183— 195 154— 193 154 
800,000: Do. do. do. 4 96 ist Mort. Deb. | 100 55 us 82 100 —103 100 —103 és 
87,500 |tLiverpool 'Overbead Railway, Ord. .. vi as ais s 10 8196 14% 14% e 51— 54 51— 57 s T 
10,000 |t Do. do. Pref. £10 paid ra ae s E 10 ue i) гы г104— 11, 104 — 11 КР T 
87,850 e a and 5 12 174% | 20 % 20 % “32 — 35;xd 82 — 85 xd 841 34 
160,0002 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. i to; i. 500 Red. 199 100 k.. T y 100 —103^ 100 —103 TN 6 
640,0001 | Waterloo &  Oltycaliway,:Ord. Btock a T se T ..| 100 8 96 8 96 34% 98 —101 97. —100 98 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


* 


— — — — — — — u . . Fu!—— ͤ —imä II 


q From Manchester Share List. 


{ Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


x 


— — M up 
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LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Oldham, Ashton, and ns Electric (81° am? Ord., 14 m i 


National Electric Free Wiring, i—i. 


Do. 


Bank rate of discount З per cent. June 18. 1908." 


Pref, 


419 06). 
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Present Btock | руујдепав for the Closing CONDE. eee 
issue NAME, or last three Quotations Quotations ended 
: Share. ast years. July 16th, July End. | July 2nd, 1908 
} 1900. 1901. 1902. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... Ss ке 1 ae еб СЬ i— i 
100,000 Do. He 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs, - 100 vis А = 118 —121 118 -121 
20,000 | Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., оо 1 to 20,000 T 5 6% 8 % 8 96 1 11 1 11 
90,000 1% Саш, Pref... 6 “ nr ca 1 — 10 1 185 
60,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply E 5 9% |10% | 10% 9 — — 
70,000 Do. do. Cum, Pref. Em 5 n vs ii 6 6 
40,000 Do. do. * City Undertaking " " b У н » 4 b 4 b 
aren ‘Chel ро, :: 09. A Dep: Stock Red. . ; T es 100 Ps Pan Е 1 —106 MO 81 
› elsea Electricity Supply, Or * oe а b 4 4 — == 
160,0001 Do. do. Deb. Боо k Red. ‘ss .. | Stock n% m r 107 —110 107 —110 
‚10,595 | City of London Electrio I Lighting, Ord. 40, 0,001—110,506 - oe 10 0 5% b 96 114— 14 xd 11 — 124 xd 
40,000 Do. f., 1 to 40 E 10 6 5 E" 18 — 14 xd 13 — 14 xd 
400,000! e 5 Deb. Stock, Scrip. ee at 115) all paid .. $5 ae ee as è ae 121 —126 121 —126 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe., all paid . А 100 ЭР s es 102 —105 102 —105 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Li bting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% 4% 4% 8— 9 8— 9 
20,000 ро: до. до. 6 Pref., 40,001—60, 000. 10 i ae ss 11 123 114— 124 
400,0002 do. 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. (all paid) Red x s vs е4 109 —119 109 —112 
50,000 йш а в Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares és е 5 7 96 7 96 7 96 64— 7 7 
80,000 Do. do. 6 9% Cum. Pref. .. is М) e bi » 6 — — 6% 
140,000 do. 43% lst Mort. Deb. Stock ee 100 є% es £s 106 —109 xd 100 —109 xd 
21,000 Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ота. .. ee 5 12% |10% |10% 11 — 13 11— 12 
90,000 do. do. 4% Debenture Stock .. | Stock e ay T 108 —106 105 —106 
110,000 | London Electric Bupply Corporation, Limited, Ord. ..  ..  .. > " " 2— 2 — 394 
49,840 Do. do. 6 % Pref. ee b ee oe eo 6 
109000 — 5 = ae — 1 0 % Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Fed BK e, xd T лт но 183 
, etropo ectric Supply, 1 to s 0 7 
220,000 Ро. do. af 1st Mort. Deb. Stock E ae #5 vx 6755 75 108 —112 108 —112 . 
250,000 D. do. Mort. Deb. Stock Bec .. | Stock - ae Ar 97 —100 97 —100 
10,862 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting 3 8 Е РТА S 10 1 6 13 — 14 18 — 14 
40,000 | 5t. James’ and Pall Mall Electric Light, ord, : as crus 5 | 14 143 14$ 153— 164 164— 1 
20,000 А до. до. BA% Deb Pret. 90,081 to 40,080 5 si an sx 8— 9 8à— 9 
150,000! Do. do. do. Stock Red  .. 100 $ " 83 98 —101 98 —101 
12,000 Smithfield Marketa Electric Supply, Ord. . - ae - 2 5 ae n 96 S4— 4 8— 84 
65,000 | South London Electricit Supply, Ord. .. „Ж PA 40 5 si 5 a ти ne dá— 4 8à4— 4 
80,000 | Urban Electric Supply, * < 85 А 3 5 5 ¿ sù NE 5 — 5 — Ka 
80,000 Do. do. J Cum. Pret. ee ee eo oe ee Б oe oe eo b — Б — 6 ey 
110,000 | Westminster Electric Supply, Ord. “a А so АР ex Б 10496 | 108% | 12% 12 — 18 12 — 18 
98,141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. .. ex oe ee 6 n v P ‚ 6 6 64— 61 
* Bubjeot ta Fonn to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARK ET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, July 22nd. 
Ates € ^ sates Week's 
CHEMICALS, &c. Pri aa. oe D lec. METALS, &o. (continued). Pries, Inc. or Dec. 
a Acid, Hydrochloric per cwt, 5/- 15 9 Copper Sheet per ton £71 - 
a „ Nitric.. da per cwt, 22/- g * Rod. per ton £71 е 
& -« Oxalic.. per cwt. 82/- é n (Elec trolytic ) Bars per ton £65 £2 dec. 
a Sulph uric per cwt, 5/6 е 15 »" Sheets per ton £76 £2 dec. 
a Ammoniac, Sal ; per cwt., 42/- e з n Rod .. per ton £67 £2 dec. 
a Ammonia, Mur iate (crys stal) per ton £33 10 e кА ed Н.С. Wire per lb. та 1d. dec. 
a Y per ton £30 f Ebonite Rod * * .. per lb. Зуі * 
a Bleaching powder * per ton 44 10 7 ; Sheet per lb. Bj- 
a Bisulphide of Carbon per ton £15 n German Silver Wire per lb. 1/6 | 
a Borax.. ; per ton £13 h Gutta-percha fine : per lb. 8/- 
a Benzole (90 % | per gal, 7/- h India-rubber, Рага fine . per lb. 1/- to 4/04 
a 55 (50% 900 per gal. 5/6 i Iron, Charco al Sheets ‘ per ton £18 T 
a Copper $i ОВЕ per tan £19 i „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 16/84 64d. inc. 
a Lead, Nitrate . per ton £24 8 Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 Y 
a White Sugar per ton £3 i ,, Scrap, heavy per ton 47/6 to 50% 
a Peroxide : per ton £27 10 i „ Wire, galvanised No. 8 per ton £9 15 | 
a Methy ‘lated Spirit .. 7 .. per gal. 2,6 я " 
a Naphtha, S. TES nt (90%, at 160? C). i: gal. 5/6 g Lead, English Ingot per ton £11 15 | T 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. За 2 » Sheet . рег ton £18 10/- dec, 
a is Caustic (75/8095) per ton £24 m Manganin Wire No. 28 . per lb. 87 | .. 
а * eee per ton 435 g Mercury per bot. £8 12 6 | 
a Shellac per cwt, 136/- d Mica (in original Cases) small . per lb. id. to 1/2 
a Sulphate of Magnesia .. per ton £4 10 oer n » me dium per lb. 2/8 to 3/6 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers per ton £6 5 d a large per lb. 8/9 to 7/9 | 
a 7. Recovered per ton £5 10 pP hosphor Bronze, plain c astings per Ib. 1/- to 1/24 
a - Lump xs per ton 5 р 2 rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 9) per ton £10 15 p „ Sstrip&sheet per Ib. From 1/2 
a „ Crystals * per ton £3 o Platinum. vo per oz. £4 
a „ Bichromate, casks.. per Ib. 244, р Silicium Bronze Wire per lb. 10d. to 1/- 
i Stee., Magnet, &cc'd'g to desc 'р'т п per ton £58 
METALS, &c. . T in bars * 415 to £40 
n Ts A TL g Tin, Block .. per ton 12 264 to | inc. 
Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 +. : | £127 
b sà Wire, in ton lots per ton £168 T g ox EOM & is per lb. 1/8 
b а Sheet, in ton lots per ton £166 V n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 15-... .. per lb. 1/7 
p Babbitt's metal ingote per ton £43 to £145 T р W hite Anti-friction Metals— 
с Brass (rolled metal 2 " to 12" basis per lb, ld. « id. dee ‘White Ant’’ brand per ton £42 to £65 
c „ Tube 6 per lb. Sid. td. dee j Yarns, 2/108 Grey Cotton, on sp 18 per lb. 73d. 
е v an (solid drawn).. per Ib. "14d | { j ха 6 lea, F lax Ач к ` per lb. 584. 
ues Wire, basis.. per lb, 73d. dec. і „ 3 ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. 418d. 
с Copper Tubes tb razed) К per lb. 9d. j PN 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 44d. 
с „ (solid drawn) per Ib. 924. j „ 180 lbs. Jute rove per ton 411 
g Co ppe r Bars (be st selected per ton £71 k Zinc, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton £23 15 
Quotations supplied by Messrs. :—u G. Boor & Ci b The british Alummum Co., Ltu.; c Jhs. Bolton & Sons., Lta.; d F. W iggins & Sons.; ¢ Frederick 
Smith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & : hakspeare; h Edward Ii & Co.; ¢ Bolling Å Lcwe J. W. H. Hindley & Co. 
* Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston & Sons o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; The P ner Bronze Co., Ltd. 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND Ri RAILWAY TRAFFICO RECEIPTS. 
Week | Reoceipse for | Miles à Week | Receipts for date Miles 
Locality, ending | the week. Total to date. | open. bles | | Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. | open. 
£ | £* ad E - 5. | 4 £*| & | &* | 8 
Aberdeen. . June 27 | 1,47 — 48 4,864 + 915 — — 8 South Staffordshire . July 10 $74 | +181 22,696 | + 1,588. -{ 
Birmingham. .. July 18 | 5,83 | 4173, — — | —|— |S | gSwanseea.. .. „, 10 | 645 | + 8. 13,113 + 625 pee 
Пошта шон б 2x „ 15 1, 105 — — — — — |5 Ó Taunton 0 0 e „ 10 63 — 2 1,527 — 118 M 
Blackburn . .. | June 26 909 — 286 11.666 + 674 | 194 112 © | emouth  .. А „* 10 414 | + 25 7.685 + 904 es 
Blackpool .. July 16 | 1,368 | —166 3,680 + 1,089 — |— 8 eston -super- “Мате! „ 8 903 |— 4| 2,51,— 298 12 
Blackpool and Fleetwood ,, 18 | 1,125 — 54; 2.445 96 7 — Е A Wolverhampton Dist, , 10 434 | +273 10.461 + 6,090 1 +8 
Bolton s | o. 19| 1,981 | +816 | 80,253 + 4.142 95 | — | & OWrexbam { » 10 128 | — 2,046 = 5 
Bradford “+ „ m 19] 3,954 | —856 | 60.075 | + 9287|39 |+2 | м | | Yorks. Woollen Dist... „ 10 372 — 5,911 — ä 6 — 
Brighton ee ae ee [I] 19 982 + 18 27,853 — 63 ТТЕ Cardiff ee ee 99 18 А 2,061 +488 31,056 + 11,154 T um 
Bristol! „ 17 5.876 | «11: — — [98 — | Dorer „ 18 25 — 2| 6,9781 + 193 — 
Burnley . .. „ 18 995 |4144) — 5 E Dublin „ 17 528 | — 6| 1306|+ 381 45 — 
уу: District ee T 10 179 т 4,818 — — — East Ham ee ee е 97 18 719 +193 10.755 + 8,481 6 +i 
Devonport К „ 10 507 | + 6| 16 8+ 347 Б | — Ё Glasgow p „ 18! 18,656 |+1484 93.529 | +12,175| 66 |+ 
Dudley—Stourbridge..| „ 10 884 | +115 21,613 | + 2,240 — |S$|Hul.. .. .. . „ 18 | 1,874 | + 67 | 28,807) 1,000 1l |+ 1 
б Gateshead » 10 863 | + 67 23,109 + 8988 1 + ł | о ‘Ilkeston... “* $ » 15; 207 “+ = == тезү 
Gravesend—Northfleet „ 10 810 — 5,935 — = |g | Isie of Thanet... ; „ 18 1,279 | — 27 14,220 — 8 — | — 
9 Greenock—Pt. Glasgow „, 10; 40 | + 66 13,9691+ 1,251 74 | — Leeds kac we °з | „ 18 | 5,709 | 4179 90,75 + 5.684 — — 
Hartlepool ..  ..| „ 10 333 | +17! 6875 + 446 43 3 Lirerpoo ).. „ 11 10,602 195 275,050 , +10,657 | 101 | +24 
Kidderminster .. T » 10 155 | + 8 8,819; + 185 4$ | — $ Manchester oe . „ 18 12.069 |46471 — — 110 +85 
$ Merthyr . ee e| „ 10 230 | + 22 6.292 — 247 8 | — | Newcastle .. a ; | „ 18 | 8,988 | +491 — — |1] — 
2 Middleton » 10 198 | + 88! 3.446 + 830 83 — H Portsmouth vs „, 181 2,201 | +176) — — |29 — 
Oldham—Ashton ee „ 10 591 + 20 | 16,388 | + 1,416) 8 | — Salford ЗЕ" oe А „ 18, 4,149 [41413 | 055,278 ! +14,158 — | — 
"Peterborough ..  ..| 4 10 297 — 9,690 — |= Southampton „, 9 1,122 4 81) — | — j- |— 
Z Poole. „ 10 857 | + 65| 7.572 + 1,281 281 — sunderland „ 20, 1,222 | +180 | 19,850, + 592 9 +2 
Rothesay.. еа T » 10 303 | +118 2,710 + 975 | — | = Chatham & District Co. „„ 9 662 | +193 13,205 + 11,458 83 — 
Sheerness .. »„ B 91; — 1.211 — —|— City and 8. London Бу. „ 19| 2490 | — 79 | 7,418 — 758| 6 — 
; Liverpool Overhead Ву. „ 19 | 1,742 | +109| 5,133 + 890| 7 — 
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MODERN VIEWS ON MATTER: THE 
REALISATION OF A DREAM. 


By 8m WILLIAM CROOKES, F. R. S., &c. 


An Address delivered before the Congress of Applied Chemistry 
at Berlin, June 5th, 1903. 


(Concluded from page 116.) 


Ler me briefly recount some of the properties of radium, avd 
show how it reduces speculations and dreams, apparently impos- 
sible of prof, to a concrete form. 

Radium is a metal of the calcium, strontium, and barium group. 
Its atomic weight, according to C. Runge and J. Precht, is probably 
about 258. 

The spectrum of radium has several well-defined lines; these I 
have photographed and have also measured their wave-lengths. 
T wo, especially, are strong and characteristic. Опе, at wave-length, 
3,64971, and the other, at wave-length, 3,814 58. These lines 
enable radium to be detected spectroscopicaliy. 

The emanations cause soda-glass to assume a violet colour, and 
they produce many chemical changes. Their physiological action is 
strong, a few milligrammes brought near the skin in a few hours 
producing a wound difficult to heal. 

The most striking property of radium is its power to pour out 
torrents of emanations bearing a certain resemblance to Roatgen 
rays, but differing in important pointe. 

The emanations from radium are of three kinds. One set is the 
same as the cathode stream, now identifled with free electrons— 
atoms of electricity projected into space apart from gross matter— 
identical with “matter in the fourth or ultra-gaseous state," 
Kelvin's “satellites,” Thomson's “corpuscles,” or particles; 
Lodge's “ disembodied ionic charges, retaining individuality and 
identity." These electrons are neither ether-waves nor a form of 
energy, but substances posseseing inertia (probably electric). Libe- 
rated electrons are exceedingly penetrating. Tney will discharge 
an electroscope when the radium is 10 ft. or more away, and will 
affect a photographic plate through five or six mm. of lead and 
several inches of wood or aluminium. "They are not readily filtered 
out by cotton-wool; they do not behave as а gas, ї.е., they have not 
properties dependent on inter-collisions, mean free path, &c.; they 
act more like a fog or mist, are mobils and carried about by a cur- 
rent of air to which they give temporary conducting powers, cling- 
ing to positively electrified bodies and thereby losing mobility, and 
diffusing on the walls of the containing vessel if left quiet. 

Electrons are deviable in a magnetic field. They are shot from 
radium with a velocity of about one-tenth that of light, but are 
gradually obstructed by collisions with air atoms, so that some 
become much slowed, and then are what I formerly called loose and 
erratic particles, which diffuse about in the air, and give it 
temporary conducting powers. These can turn corners, can be 
concentrated by mica cones into a bundle and then produce 

horescence. 

Another set of emanations from radium are not affected by an 
ordinarily powerful magnetic field, and ага incapable even of 
passing through thin material obstructions. These emanations have 
about one thousand times the energy of those radiated by the 
deflectable particles. They render air a conductor and act 
strongly on a photographic plate. Their mass is enormous in com- 
parison with that of the electrons, and their velocity is probably as 
great when they leave the radium, but, in consequence of their 
greater mass, they are less deflected by the magnet, are easily 
obstructed by obstacles, and are sooner brought to rest by collisions 
with air atoms. The Hon. R. B. Stratt® was the first to affirm that 
these non-deflectable rays are tie positive ions moving in a stream 
from the radio-active body. 

Ratherford has shown that these emanations are slightly affected 
in a very powerful magnetic field, but in an opposite direction to 
the negative electrons. ‘hey are therefore proved to be positively 
charged bodies moving with great velocity. Fur the tiret time 
Rutherford has measured their speed and mass, and he shows 
they are ions of matter moving with a speed of the order of that of 
light. 

There is also a third kind of emanation produced by radium. 
Besides the highly penetrating rays deflected by a magnet, there 
are very penetrating rays not at all affected by magnetiam. These 
accompany the previous emanations, and are Röntgen rays—ether 
vibrations— produced as secondary pbenomena by the eudden 
arrest of velocity of the electrons by solid matter, producing a 
series of Stokesian “ pulses" or explosive ether waves shot into 


Many lines of argument and research tending towards the same 
point give trustworthy data by which to calculate the masses and 
velocities of these different particles. I must deal with big figures, 
but big and little are relative, and are only of importance in relation 
to the limitations of our senses. I will take as the standard the 
atom of hydrogen gas—the smalleet material body hitherto 
recognised. The mass of an electron is ;j,th of an atom of 
hydrogen, or З x 10-** grm., according to J. J. Thomson, and its 
velocity is 2 x 10° centimetres per second, or two-thirds that of 
light. The kinetic energy per milligramme is 10!" ergs, about 34 
million foot-tons. Becquerel has calculated that 1 square centi- 
metre of radio-active surface would radiate into space 1 gramme of 
matter tm 1 billion years. 


— — 


* РМ]. Trans. B. S., A., 1901, Vol. cxevi., p. 525. 


The positively electrified masses or ions are enormously great 
in comparison with the size of the electron. Sir Oliver Lodge 
illustrates it thus :—If we imagine an ordinary sized church to be 
an atom of hydrogen, the electrons constituting it will be repre- 
sented by about 700 grains of sand each the size of an ordinary full- 
stop (350 positive and 350 negative) dashing in all directions 
inside, or, according to Lord Kelvin, rotating with inconceivable 
velocity. Put in another way; the sun's diameter is about 14 
million kilometres, and that of the smallest planetoid about 24 
kilometres. If an atom of hydrogen be magnified to the size of 
the sun, an electron will be about two-thirds the diameter of the 
planetoid. 

The extreme minuteness and sparseness of the electrons in the 
atom account for their penetration. While the more massive ions 
are stopped by inter-collisions in passing among atoma, so that they 
are almost completely arrested by the thinnest sheet of matter, 
electrons will pass almost unobstructed through ordinary opaque 
bodies. 

The action of these emanations on phosphorescent screens is 
different. The electrons strongly affect a screen of barium platino- 
cyanide, but only slightly one of Sidot’s zinc sulphide. On the 
other hand, the heavy, massive, non-deflectable positive ions affect 
the zinc sulphide screen strongly, and the barium platino-cyanide 
screen in a much less degree. 

Both Róntgen rays and electrons act on a photograpl:ic plate and 
produce images of metal and other subetances enclosed in wood and 
leather, and throw shadows of bodies on & barium platino-cyanide 
screen. Electrons are much less penetrating than Roatgen rays, 
and will not, for instance, show easily the bones of the hand. A 
photograph of & closed case of instrumenta is taken by radium 
emanations in three days, and by Rontgen rays in three minutes. 
The resemblance between the two pictures is slight, and the 
differences great. 

The power with which radium emanations are endowed of dis- 
charging electrified bodies is due to the ionisation of the gas 
through which they pass. This can be effected in many other 
ways; thus, ionisation is communicated to gases faintly by the 
splashing of water, by flames and red-hot bodies, by ultra-violet 
light falling on negatively electrified metals, and strongly by the 
passage of Röntgen rays. 

According to Sir Oliver Lodge’s electronic theory of matter, a 
chemical atom or ion has a few extra negative electrons in addition 
to the ordinary neutral atom, aud if these negative electrons are 
removed it thereby becomes positively charged. The free electron 
portion of the atom is small in comparison with the main bulk, in 
the proportion in hydrogen of about 1 to 700. The negative charge 
consists of super-added or unbalanced electrons—one, two, three, 
&c., according to the chemical valency of the body, whereas the 
main bulk of the atom consists of paired groups, equal positive and 
negative. Аз soon as the excess electrons are removed, the rest of 
the atom, or ion, acts a massive positively charged body, hanging 
tightly together. In a higb vacuum the induction spark tears the 
components of a rarefied gas apart; the positively charged ions, 
having great comparative density, are soon slowed down by collisions, 
while the electrons are driven from the negative pole with an 
enormous velocity depending on the initial electromotive force and 
the pressure of gas inside the tubs, bat approaching, at the highest 
exhaustions, half that of light. 

It is recognised that electrons have the one property which has 
been regarded as inseparable from matter—nay, almost impossible 
to separate from our conception of matter—I mean inertia., Now, 
in that remarkable paper of J. J. Thomson's, published in 1881, he 
developed the idea of electric inertia (self-induction) a« in reality 
due to a moving charge. The electron, therefore, appears only 
as apparent mass by reason of its electro-dynamic properties, 
and if we consider all forms of matter to be merely congeries 
of electrons, the inertia of matter would be explained wit out 
any material basis. On this view, the electron would be the. 
* protyle" of 1886, whose different groupings cause the Genesis of 
the Elements. 

There is one more property of the emanations of radium to 
bring before your notice. I have shown that the electrons produce 
pbosphoresence of a sensitive screen of barium platino-cyanide, and. 
the positive ions of radium produce phosphorescence of a screen of 
zinc blende. 

If a few minute grains of radium salt fall on the zinc sulphide 
screen, the surface is immediately dotted with brilliant specks of 
green light. In a dark room, under a microscope with a 3-in. 
objective each luminous spot shows a dull centre surrounded by & 
ditfused luminous halo. Outside tbe halo, the dark surface of the 
screen scintillates with sparks of light. No two flasbes succeed on 
the same spot, but they are scattered over the surface, coming and 
going instantaneously, no movement of translation being seen. 

If a solid piece of a radium talt is brought near the screen, and 
the surface examined with a pocket lens magnifyiog about 
20 diameters, scintillating spots are sparsely scattered over the 
surface. Bringing the radium nearer the screen, the scintilla- 
tions become more numerous and brighter, until, when close 
together, the flasbes follow so quickly that the surface looks like 
a turbulent luminous sea. When the scintillatiog points are few, 
there is no visible residual phosphorescence, aud the successive 
sparks appear '' atoms of intensest light," like stars on a black sky. 
What to the naked eye seems like a uniform milky way,” under the 
lens, becomes a multitude of stellar points flashing over the whole 
surface. 

Та a vacuum the scintillations are as bright as in air, and, being 
due to inter-atomic motion, they aʻe not affected by extremes of low 
temperature; in liquid hydrogen they are as brilliant as at the 
ordinary temperature. 

A convenient way to show these scintillations is to fit the blende 
screen at the end of а brass tube with a speck of radium salt in front 
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about a millimetre off, and to have a lens at the other end. I propose 
to call this little instrument tbe Spinthariscope, from the Greek 
word omwédapis,* a scintillation. 

It is probable that in these phenomena we actually witness the 
bombardment of the screen by the positive ions hurled off by radium 
with a velocity of the order of that of light. Each particle is rendered 
apparent only by the enormous extent of lateral disturbance produced 
by its impact on the sensitive surface, just as individual drops of rain 
falling on a still pool are not seen as such, but by reason of the splash 
they make on impact, and the; ripples; and; waves they produce in 
ever-widening circles. ＋ D 

Indulging in a scientific use of the imagination,” and pushing the 
hypothesis of the electronic constitution of matter to what I consider 
its logical limit, we may be, in fact, witnessing a spontaneous dissocia- 
tion of radium—and we begin to doubt the permanent stability of 
matter. The chemical atom may be actually suffering a katabolic 
transformation, but at so slow a rate that, supposing a million atoms 
fly off every second, it would take a century for weight to diminish 
by one milligramme, 

It must never be forgotten that theories are only useful so long 
as they admit of the harmonious correlation of facts into a reasonable 
system. Directly a fact refuses to be pigeon-holed, and will not be 
explained on theoretic grounds, the theory must go, or it must be 
revised to admit the new fact. The nineteenth century saw the 
birth of new views of atoms, electricity and ether. Our views 
to-day of the constitution of matter may appear satisfactory to us, 
but how will it be at the close of the twentieth century? Are we 
not incessantly learning the lesson that our researches have only a 
provisional value? A hundred years hence, shall we acquiesce in 
the resolution of the material universe into a swarm of rushing 
electrons ? 

This fatal quality of atomic dissociation appears to be universal, 
and operates whenever we brush a piece of glass with silk; it 
works in the sunshine and raindrops, and in the lightnings and 
flame ; it prevails in the waterfall and the stormy sea. And although 
the whole range of human experience is all too short to afford a 
parallax whereby the date of the extinction of matter can be 
calculated, Protyle, the ‘formless mist,” once again may reign 
supreme, and the hour hand of eternity will have completed one 
revolution. А 


MUNICIPAL TRAMWAYS ASSOCIATION. 


THe annual conference of the Municipal Tramways Association 
of Great_ Britain was held at Glasgow, on July 8th, 9th and 10th, 
under the chairmanship of the president, Mr. John Young, general 
manager of the Glasgow Corporation Electrical Tramways. 

There was an attendance of about 70 members of the Association. 
The meetings were held in the Council Hall of the municipal build- 
ings in George Square. The conference assembled on the morning 
ot July 8th, and the members were welcomed to Glasgow by Lord 
Provost Sir John Ure Primrose, Bart., who was accompanied by the 
majority of the members of the Corporation Tramways Committee. 
In the course of some remarks the Lord Provost said that he under- 
stood that the Association was founded about & year ago with 
between 60 and 70 municipalities in its membership. Its object 
was for conference in which experience would be exchanged and 
information given. It was not a close corporation; it was in the 
very best sense a confederation for mutual benefit and help among 
municipalities involved in the work. 

Councillor Paton, convener of the Tramways Committee, remarked 
that before the Association was formed the various municipalities 
of the country had acted together in any object they wished to 
accomplish, and when they wanted to bring pressure upon the 
Government departments. They had generally got what they 
wanted, through the unity which existed amongst municipalities. 

The business of the conference was then proceeded witb, the 
chairman delivering a presidential address. He was pleased to 
state that almost all the corporations eligible had joined the Asso- 
ciation, and bad sent the chairman, or deputy-chairmar, of their 
respective tramway committees to represent them at the con- 
ference. The membership was now 93, and they might fairly 
enough describe themselves as an association of municipal tramway 
experts and specialists. Although they were a municipal tram- 
ways association, they recognised that most of the questions and 
problems they should have to consider and discuss would apply to 
all tramways, whether operated by municipal corporations or by 
companies, and to tramway practice generally. They had, there- 
fore, taken the liberty of inviting the Street Railway Association 
and the Street Railway Accountants’ Association, of Americs, the 
Union Internationale de Tramways, and the Tramways and Light 
Railways Association, to send representatives to the conference. 
They were delighted to see some of these associations represented. 
Proceeding, Mr. Young remarked that the present age was un- 
precedented in history for new inventions and new industries. 
Electricity was responsible for most of these. ‘The most im- 
portant of them had to do with the inter-communication between 


— 


*"Evd’ éx vmós öpovoev dvat éxáepyos Ar, 
do rep eidduevos, pésw huarl rod 5° ard modal 
omvodapldes rororo, oN & els ovpavdv Xe 
(Here from the ship leaped the far-darting Apollo, like a star at midday, while 
rom him flitted scintillations of fire, and the brilliancy reached to heaven). 
Homer's Hymn to Apollo, lines 440—449, 
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people and places the whole world over, and with the transporta- 
tion of passengers in and around our great centres of population. 
The electric tramway, or street railway, already occupied 
a very important place, and yet seemed to be only iu its 
infancy. According to the latest returns for the United States, 
the length of line had increased in 12 years from 8,123 
miles to 22.589 miles of single track, and of these 21,920 were 
electric lines. In this country, although we were slower than 
America or the Continent in adopting electric traction, progress 
had been very rapid during the past few years. He supposed 
we had now about 2,000 miles of electric tramways, while four or 
five years ago there were only a few miles. 

Mr. J. Dalrymple, accoantant Glasgow Tramwaye, afterwards 
presented a report on the standardisation of tramway accountr, 
which produced a very lengthy and, at timer, noisy discussion. At 
the close Mr. A. Baker, chief officer of the London County Tram- 
waye, submitted a paper on the hours of labour, &c., of tramway 
employés. 

After luncheon, an interesting discussion followed a report com- 
piled by the President on permanent way construction and main- 
tenance. A summary of the report was presented by Mr. Charles 
King, C.E., Glasgow. 

The President, in the course of the discussion, remarked that in 
Glasgow they used 60-ft. raile, and they found no diffculty in 
handling them. He thought that the chemical composition of the 
rails required more consideration than it had hitherto received. 
His conclusion was, that 56 or 57 of earbon was the mcst satisfac- 
tory rail. As regards joints, they were going to make extensive 
tests in the autumn on tbermit and electric welding. Their 
gauge was 4 ft. 72 in. On the Govan side of the city the rails меге: 
laid down so that they could be used by railway wagons, and this 
had formed the standard. One hundred tons on four wheele, pro- 
ceeded Mr. Young, was not uncommon in Glasgow. "Those loads 
knocked about the track in a most unmerciful way, and he thought 
the loads should be restricted to a certain wheel which should be of I 
a certain breadth. 

Mr. Holliday, of Brighton, remarked that tramway construction 
had been having his attention for something like 25 year, so that 
he knew a little abont it. In constructing electric lines, he had 
always found the weakest spot was the rail joints. He had tried 
many means in order to get over this difficulty. At Brighton he 
had made a new departure from what he had seen in this country. By 
the introduction of a sleeper or eye beam under each rail joint, 
and running transversely to and bolted to the rail, they got a form 
of anchor, because the whole weight of the concrete body was put 
on the joint. He had been watching this carefully, and had not 
found a defective joint. With regard to length of rail, he had 
always been against using a rail which was too long on account of 
the liability of buckling by men who were not careful in handling 
them. He advocated the adoption of a standard gauge. The only 
objection he could see to the 4 ft. 84 in. gauge wae, that it seemed 
to fit ordinary vehicular traffic very well. 

Other members joined in the discussion. 

In the evening the members of the conference were entertained 
to a complimentary dinner by the Lord Provost and Corporation of 
Glasgow. The function tock placein the Banquetting Hall of the 
City Chambers. Lord Provost Primrose, Bart., presided, and 
amongst those at his Lordship's table were Mr. John Young, Coun- 
cillor Paton, and Sir James Bell, Bart, Glasgow; Councillor 
Smithson, Leeds; Councillor Baker, Londou; Alderman Groine, 
Blackpool. The company numbered over 200. 

After the loyaland patriotic toasta bad been honoured, Councillor J. 
Allen Baker, of the London County Council, proposed the Corpora- 
tion of Glasgow.” In London, he said, they looked upon Glasgow as 
their municipal Mecca, and he believed that feeling was shared by 
many other corporations as well. With regard to tramways, he 
thought it was no small task to have been pioneers in a great enter- 
prise of that kind. Many municipalities had followed Glasgow's 
example, and now no fewer than 118 of them worked their own tram- 
ways. 

The Lord Provost, in reply, said that the municipalisation of the 
tramways was the outcome of a body of men in the Council who, 
after full deliberation, came to the conclusion that a service 
which monopolised the streets and lay at the very elemental 
foundation of comfortable progress through the city should be con- 
trolled and conducted by the governing body. 

Sir James Bell, Bart., in proposing the “ Municipal Tramways 
Association,” remarked that he had the honour of occupying the 
post of Lord Provost of the city at the time when the tramways 
were taken over by the Corporation, and he very natarally rejoiced 
at the enormous success which had followed that step. Asa result 
of the tramways development under municipal management, they 
saw houses rising on the outskirts of the city, thereby relieving the 
congestion in the city, and bringing down the death rate. 

Mr. John Young, replying, said that he did not think the Associa- 
tion had accomplished all they conld have wished during their first 
year; but, if they had made only a fair start, they should be well 
satisfied. He thought they might fairly make that claim. They 
had already broadened their constitution, and developed a more 
comprehensive title and a wider and more influential membership. 

The conference resumed the following morning. At the business 
meeting the vice-president (Mr. C. R. Bellamy), general manager of 
the Liverpool Corporation Tramways, was elected president for the 
enauing year, and Mr. Alfred Baker, chief officer of the London 
County Council Traniways, vice-president. Six new members were 
elected to the Executive Committee, as follows: — Councillor Paton, 
Glasgow ; Councillor Boyle, Manchester; and Councillor Smithson, 
Leeds, as representing Corporations; and Mr. C. J. Spencer, Brad- 
ford; Mr. Н. England, Sunderland ; and Mr. P. Fisher, Dundee, as 
representing tramway managers. The conference for 1904 was 
arranged to be held at Liverpool. 
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Afterwards Mr. C. J. Spencer, Bradford, in place of Mr. C. В. 
Bellamy, Liverpool, read a paper in which he gave a comparison of 
the tramway conditions in America and Great Britain. 

The paper by Mr. L. Mackinnon, traffic superintendent of the 
Glasgow Tramways, on The Selection and Training of Motormen 
and Conductors,” was taken as read. 

In the afternoon the members of the conference visited the 
Pinkston power station of the city tramways, and in the evening 
the Association dinner was held. 

The conference was brought to a conclusion on the Friday by an 
excursion on the turbine steamer King Edward to Inverary. 


THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION. 


THE SUNDERLAND CONVENTION. 


SATURDAY, the 18th inst., witnessed tbe winding up of the eighth 
annual Convention of the Municipal Electrical Association. With 
an attendance greater than on previous occasions (due, it was 
whispered, to the dismal weather which prevailed during practically 
the whole of the time), the gathering promised to be more interest- 
ing than its predecessors. Unfortunately, in thie we were dis- 
appointed, as the discussions were, on the whole, uninteresting, 
both from an engineering and commercial point of view. Con- 
troversial papers were contributed by Aldermen Smith and Pearson. 
Mr. Le Rossignol] described his own power station, and appended 
an interesting table of costs. Mr. Boot detailed his unfortunate 
experience with water-tube boilers (or possibly it would be more 
correct to blame the water). Dr. Panton contributed a useful paper 
on the very important subject of stimulating demand, and Mr. 
Jeckell described the methods he had adopted for lifting his town, 
Coventry, out of the mire. As to the visite, Sunderland on early- 
closing day in a downpour of rain is not a cheerful prospect, even 
when supplemented by a Corporation banquet, and many stragglers 
sought the excitement of the Sunderland Railway Station in pre- 
ference to visita on special cars. 

Thursday's gathering was welcomed by the chairman of the 
local gas company, a feature which was duly appreciated. 
From him we gathered that Newcastle was more advanced 
municipally than we had previously supposed it to be. In 
the afternoon, in a pouring rain, the visitors boarded more 
special cars and proceeded to view the Corporation’s great achieve- 
ment—also partaking of light refreshments, on the invitation of 
the Corporation, and subsequently paying further visits to local 
establishments in ial cars, specially remarkable from the fact 
that no one appeared to be aware of their destination. The evening 
found us studying a musical programme, presumably arranged by a 
local refresbment contractor. 

Middlesbrough was the meeting-place on Friday, and the dis- 
cussion on Alderman Pearson's paper on The Sphere of Utility of 
a Power Company" was taken there, having been left over from 
the previous day. After the consideration of the other papers set 
down in the day's programme, visits were paid to the Middles- 
brough electricity works, tbe Middlesbrough, Stockton and Thornaby 
electric trolley system, and other places of interest. 

Below we give abstracts of some of the papers, together with 
some comments of our own thereon, and the discussions which 
occurred at the convention. | 


ELECTRIC TRACTION AS APPLIED TO THE NEW- 
CASTLE TRAMWAYS. 


By A. E. LI RossiGNoL. 


Tuis paper deals with a special case of a power station site, and 
is not a traction paper at all. 

The peculiarity of the site allotted for the station is that it was a 
piece of made ground about 80 ft. above the river. The chimney 
had to be founded on a concrete block formed over the head of piles 
driven down, it was believed, to an old roadway buried below. 
The concrete formed a block 30 ft. x 30 ft. x 15 ft. thick. 

The foundations of the other buildings also required special 
treatment, and were simply steel interlaced concrete blocks, which 
floated, so to speak, on the made-up earth. Indeed, where some of 
the original hard earth was found, it was cut away so as not to 
allow the blocks of concrete to go aground, the excavation being 
filled in soft to secure as equal conditions all over the foundation 
area as possible. 

The station is of such size as to contain eight Lancashire boilers, 
30 ft. x 8 ft. 6 in., and an economiser of 480 pipes, and there are 
coal bunkers specially arranged to deliver tbe coal that has longest 
been in store, in order to avoid risk of spontaneous combustion. 

The generator sets are of 400, 635, 635, and 1,300 kw., and a set 
of 3,000 Kw. is being added, and there is a 1,500 ampere-bour 

battery 


To secure condensing water there are two high-lift centrifugal 
pumps, which force water through a 24-in. pipe to the station. 
These pumps are driven by turbines fed by the retarn water from 
the condensers through another 24-in. main. The turbines provide 


Pd 


about half the power required, the balance being provided by 
electric motors on the common spindle of the turbine and pump. 
The author adds a table of costs, based on seven million units per 
annum, including interest, labour, materials, management, aud 
capital charges, generally to show how the attempt has succeeded 
which he has made to get over the difficulties of the site. 


Mr. Rossignol’s paper, which we abstract above, suggests at least 
that the construction of the Newcastle power station must have 
been a work of interest. The station site appears to have had one 
merit. It was electrically central. For the rest it was apparently 
Hobson's choice, and had no water for condensing, being 80 ft. 
above the river, and a 2 mile distant. Moreover, the ground was so 
nearly all made up that to prevent accident vhe original solid hill- 
side where it was encountered, was cut away and filled in soft so as 
to allow the concrete foundation blocks of the various station 
buildings to float freely on the made earth right across the 
narrow valley. The chimney alone was carried down by piles to 
the surface of an old stone paved road buried below. 

The chief interest turns on the supply of condensing water. 
After compelling the returning hot waste to do half the work of 
pumping up the cold water from the river to the power station, the 
other half had to be helped up by electric power. It is assumed 
tbat the centrifugal pump and the turbine had an average efficiency 
of 70 per cent., and tbat in the cycle the efficiency was, therefore, 
50 ner cent. Assuming that the pump, therefore, had au efficiency 
of 70 per cent., and the motor one of 80 per cent., and that the 
condensing water was thirtyfold the feed water, and that each 
Н P.-hour required 24 Ibs. of steam, we can calculate the foot-pounds 
of work to be done in lifting the half of the water 80 ft. high. It 
amounts to fully 1:5 HP.-minutes for each H.P.-hour, or 2:5 per 
cent. of the station нр. Even if we double this figure to 5 per 
cent. there should still remain a large balance in favour of con- 
densing, which may save 20 to 25 per cent. of the steam in a 
traction station. But one may still suggest whether all this water- 
lifting might not have been avoided by carrying a large exhaust 
pipe from the engines to the riverside instead of sending the river 
up-hill to bring the heat down. 

Theoretically, an exhaust pipe can be made air-tight, and with 
careful work even one a quarter of a mile long can be. put together 
tight. There need not be very great loss if the pipe be fairly 
straight. - There is a prevalent idea that steam will not flow down- 
hill, but this overlooks the fact that the containing vessel is 
closed from the atmosphere and there is a vacuum veasel at the 
lower end. 

It seems probable that where there is a water supply within such 
reach that water can be sent up and on to a station, steam can more 
easily be sent down to the water. We are told that the selected 
arrangement demanded a pair of 24-in. pipes, which would there- 
fore occupy as much ground as one 4-ft. exhaust pipe of double the 
area. 

No figures are given either of the number of cars or of the station 
output, from which can be calculated the output of exhaust steam, 
but it is tolerably certain that the cost of the two water mains would 
have more than covered the cost of the exhaust steam main, that 
the condenser placed at the river, if not in it, would have cost 
less than tbat on the hill, the air-pump would have been less, 
and a mere propeller as circulating pump would have consumed 
a fraction of the electric energy consumed by the present pumps. 
It would be interesting to know if anything beyond hide-bound 
precedent determined upon the scheme to pump hundreds of tons 
of water up hill to bring down a few imponderable heat units. 

The condensed steam from the surface condenser would so easily 
and economically have been carried up hill in a pipe laid inside the 
large exhaust pipe. It seems that the same results could have been 
secured with very much less capital expenditure. We are not told 
if the 24-in. water mains are or could have been exposed on the 
surface, but if they could have been what a fine opportunity was 
missed of a cheap surface condenser 400 yds. long. 

The energy and labour to run the pumping station alone cost over 
2 per cent. of the total cost per unit. The return of the condensed 
steam would not require more than about one-twentieth the energy 
swallowed by the centrifugal pump, if во much. Altogether a good 
opportunity seems to have been missed of showing what a con- 
venience it is to drive machinery at a distance by electricity, and 
of proving that a tight exhaust pipe is possible. 


In the short discussion which followed the paper, Messrs. Quin 
and Согглхаѕ BisBOP questioned the soundness of the chimney 
foundation, which appeared to them to be resting on the old Roman 
Road. The former also voiced the merits of the Lancashire 
boiler, while the latter, together with Mr. BigkETT, Burnley, and 
Dr. Panton, Bolton, found fault with the author's figures. 

Mr. CHArrock, Bradford, described an alternative arrangement 
for utilising the syphon action of the return water, in the case of a 
condensing plant similarly situated to that at Newcastle. The 
efficiency was about 40 per cent., and there was no turbine to look 
after. 

Mr. LR Rossianov replied briefly, stating that the period for 
repayment of loans on buildiogs was 30 years, and on plant 20 years. 
The mains cost £10,000, and were included in the capital coste, of 
which the total amounted to £160,000, or, including land, £200,000. 
The maximum load was 2,920 xw., and the average 800 Kw., while 
the load factor was 28 per cent. The engines were designed for 
either condensing or non-condensing, and the figures given repre- 
sented energy delivered from the switchboard. 
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MANAGEMENT AND WORKING OF BOILERS. 
By Horacg Воот. 


Mr. Boor states that an engineer can gain more experience 
in five years’ life in an electrical station than in 50 years of 
ordinary industrial conditions. The result of this, as regards 
the author, is to favour a combination station of Lancashire 
and water-tube boilers—the latter to undertake the peak loads, the 
former to take the more steady loads. А table is submitted showing 
a few prominent figures, according to the author's experience, and 
we reproduce it herewith because it possesses a value to-day as 
evidence that extravagant claims for water-tube boilers are not 
made by men of experience. This table gives the evaporative 
capacity of the Lancashire and water-tube boilers in use at 
Tunbridge Wells. The internal measurements of the Lancashire 
boilers are 30 ft. iu length x diameter 8 ft. 6 in., 200 Ibs. working 
pressure. | 


Lancashire. 


Boilers. Babcock. 

Evaporative capacity, lbs. water per hour 4,500 7,000 
Grate area, equare feet "m Vc T 30 39 
Heating surface, square feet 1,468 1,080 
Floor space, square feet . ev ies 147 402 
Lbs. water evap. persq.ft.— Grate surface... 150 180 

2 " Heating surface 3 6:47 

M j Floor space .. 30 6 174 
Capital cost of boiler and setting... sts £543 £985 
Capital cost of suverheater ... és 855 £90 £132 
Total capital cost boiler and superheater... £633 £1,117 
Capital cost of boiler per 1,000 lbs. water 

evaporated (exclusive of brickwork) £139 £159 


Quantity of water in boiler at normal level 

Quantity of water in boiler with water 
just showing in gauge glass s -— 

Length of time available in an emergenc 
without feed water at full working load 


1,250 gals. | 7,000 gals. 
980 gals. | 6,000 gals. 


36 min. 1 hr. 25 min. 


"i 


The author also appeuds а set of rules which he has drawn up. 
We need not reproduce these, as they are but drawn up from 
ordinary practice in caretaking of boilers. The author advo- 
cates full inspection of water-tube boilers every three months: 
that 6 to 10 gallons of paraffin or soda should be immersed in the 
boiler before cleaning, for 60 hours, at not above 50 lbe. pressure, 
and that the water should then be lowered slowly, and each row 
of tubes scurfed while the water is still in them. The author has 
devised a special appliance for testing tubes alone one at a time 
at a high pressure, so as to avoid testing tubes at a pressure 
undesirable for the steam drum. Thus risky tubes may be 
discovered, lie considers, without over-stress on the boiler as a 
whole. The appliance is, in brief, & special cap tightened by a set 
screw, which forces a clos2r upon the header at the same time as it 
closes the cap. . 

The author keeps records of tube renewals on a special tube plan, 
and generally keeps a log of boiler repairs. He does not find the 
turbine tube cleaner to be economical of water, and a new tube 
might be cheaper than cleaning oat an old one. The importance of 
tubes being clean, is shown by the usual table of loss of efficiency 
due to scale, a table of long standing, which, perhape, requires 
further proof of ite trutb. Air leaks in brickwork are stopped as 
soon as found. About 10 per cent. of tubes are renewed annually. 
They are 16 ft. long x 4 ft. diameter, and т; in. thick, and cost 
268. 6d. to renew, labour included. 

The lower tubes give the most trouble, the three lower rows 
failing by blisters about 6 in. from the bridge. The author prefers 
wrought-iron to cast-iron headers, though he has not had any 
actual trouble with the latter. 

He uses only oil and graphite for cap joint making, advises mush- 
room valves and not balls as isolating valves, and recognises the 
notorious smokiness of the water-tube boiler without explainiug the 
reasons for this fault, though he makes some suggestions on this 
subject under the head of Lancashire boilers. He recommends 
8 in. of fire thickness and a draught of 0:56 to 0'7 in., bat does 
not say where he would have this measured, and he rather mixes up 
his remarks on the two classes of boilers. 

He speaks well of the old style of plastic covering for shell 
boilers, and evidently is not over impressed with the magnesia 
mattrass, which is too delicate for boiler purposes. For 12 months 
two Lancashire boilers cost about £14 each for repairs all told, 
including fire bars and flue cleaning, being less than half the 
cost for water-tube boilers of little over half the evaporative 
capacity. The scurfing cost also is much less than for water-tube 
boilers. 

About 8 per cent. economy is claimed for superheaters. Flood- 
ing is condemned, and perfect shut-off of the gases is advised from 
the tubes when not passing steam. A sketch is given to explain 
this. Some superheatera we are told stil] contain cast-iron, but 
these are not commended, and warnings are given which ought not 
to be required to-day. Superheaters, too, are made so as to be 
difficult to renew as regards individual tubes. 

The author complains about Tunbridge Wells water, and gives 
its analysis. He has tried certain trays to catch the scale in the 
boilers themselves with considerable success. 


e 


Mr. Boot’s paper shows at once the strength and weakness of the 
average station engineer. After years of experience, Mr. Boot finds 
that the water-tube boiler costs about four timesas much as the Lanca- 
shire boiler in up-keep per unit of evaporation, and this does not 
include the cost of scaling. But be almost exhibits & novice's 
experience of boilers in talking so much about cast-iron parts of 
boilers. Experienced boiler engineers do not parley with cast-iron 
as a material for boilers. It is to them anathema. They don't 
tolerate argument- on the question, having seen too much of ite 
dangers. Mr. Boot condescends to discuss it—a dangerous 
precedent which experts cannot understand. They will have none 
of it. This all shows how our station engineers have been poisoned 


in their minds by American practice. There was no cast-iron per- 


mitted in any important part of a steam boiler at 100 lbs. pressure 
or over until we were invaded by bad practice from America, and 


‚ it has taken several years to purge water-tube boiler makers of this 


cheap and nasty importation. 

The author appears also to have found, it may be tardily, that it 
pays him best to use Lancashire boilers for steady work, and only 
make spurts with water-tube boilers. The salient feature of the 
paper is the evident trouble that is experienced with water-tabe 
boilers. They seem to be a constant source of trouble and expense, 
which is not patent to the author, who appears to look on it all as 
very right and proper. The very diagram of tube renewals 
is itself proof of the troubles incidental to the water-tube 
type. Indeed, the whole paper is an unconscious condemna- 
tion of the type by an engineer who appears to give more than 
ordinary attention to caring for his boilers and to repairing air- 
leaks in brickwork, and generally attending to points that are often 
overlooked. Undoubtedly, great loss is incurred when brickwork 
is allowed to become leaky, and the painting of boiler walls has 
long been advocated in these columns as necessary to economy. 


It seems late in the day to find weldless tubes advocated, seeing 
that for water-tabe boilers the weldless principle has been recognised 
for years as necessary. 


The welded tube and the cast-iron header are both cheap 
Americanisms that are foreign to English boiler practice, and 
would never have been tolerated by engineers of experience. 
They have been foisted upon electrical engineers as correct prac- 
tice. Nor сап а good word be said for malleable dogs for securing 
tube caps. These also ought to be of steel. 


As regards smoke the author recognises that this is an attachment 
of the water-tube boiler, but he does not state why, nor does he 
explain that the water-tube boiler can be set smokelesely by anyone 
who chooses so to do further than referring to the arrangement 
adopted by Mr. Miller at Kensington, with chain-grate stoker, and 
& proper combustion chamber. It ie, of course, to the proper 
chamber rather than the stoker that smokelessness is due, and it 
can be got any time if engineers will spend a fraction on fire- 
brick of what they now waste in coals. 

We certainly cannot agree that radiation losses are so much less 
with water-tube than with Lancashire boilers, and as regards 
leakage at the seating blocks, the elastic asbestos rope seating of 
Pearson's effectively stops this. | 

The author speaks of combustion, snd of fire thickness and 
draught, but he appears to miss the essential necessary to smokeless- 
ness, Damely, temperature. Yet he knows what Mr. Miller has done, 
aod eurely ought to realise that there is but one true road to 
perfect combustion, and that this lies before him if he only will 
follow it. 


It seems that electrical eagineers have gone backwards in steam 
boiler practice, and to paraphrase somewhat the author's own 
words, they have undone in tive years of retrogression, all that has 
been advanced in 50 years of ordinary industry, for they have 
reinstated cast-iron as a material for boilers, have intensified smoke, 
and have set up boiler constraction on lines so long condemned 
that examples of failure had existed for years in the museum of the 
M.8.V.A. before there were any electrical engineers in es istence. 
We thiok the author is a bit at sea about the boiler insurance com- 
panies and reduction of pressure in shell boilers. There are five 
sources of water at Tunbridge Wells, and he seems to have got the 
worst of the bunch. Engineers would do well to note his remarks 
on superheaters, which are good and to the point in respect to 
flooding, to cutting off the hot gases from the idle tubes, and 
generally. 

In thus criticising the paper we do not wish to imply that it is 
not of great merit, for it is really a valuable paper, and one that 
station engineers may study with profit, not the less so, perhaps, 
because iti contains condemnation of certain modern methods of 


' boiler making, which ought never to have been dug out of a 


dead past to pander to cheap and nasty alien ideas long ago con- 
demned as unfitted to English ideas of safety and durability. 

American boiler practice is distinctly inferior. Punched plates 
are still quite usual, we believe. Cast-iron is not yet dethroned, 
and the whole status of the boiler as a piece of workmanship is 
below the practice of this country. It took years of patient 
industry on the part of the boiler inspection companies to get rid 
of the grave malpractices of 50 years ago, and just about as 
soon as a sound construction had been arrived at and accepted 
heartily by most boiler makers, the professional element among our 
engineers, captivated by the one idea of small diameter, swallowed 
the water-tube boiler whole, just as sent over from America, with 
its welded tubes and cast headers, and even cast ends on steam 
drums. It has required a full score more years to bring up the 
water-tube boiler to constructional stability and soundness, and now 
we have a swarm of superheaters with cast-iron parts to be purged 
away. Everything seems to tend to degeneration, and it is a curious 
thing that the teachers of engineering seem least capable of 
regeneration. 
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We are glad to see Mr. Boot condemn the practice of superheater 
flooding, because, though perhaps in itself correct, under certain 
circumstances, it possesses a potential danger to the engine room. 

Obviously, any hydraulic test that can properly be applied toa 
water-tube boiler drum willbe uselessly small to apply to a tube of 
only, perbaps, one-tenth the diameter and one-third the thickness, 
and the appliance sketched by Mr. Boot may be usefully employed 
to test each water tube, especially where these are lap-welded, and 
therefore liable any day to open out and scald men to death after the 
manner of safety boilers for a half century back. 

It is а curious commentary on the novices’ argument for small 
vessels to contain steam pressure that the one part of the water- 
tube boiler which has caused no accident is the large steam drum 
that possesses a diameter over half that of many Lancashire boilers, 
and is exposed to stresses considerably greater than were claimed 
not long ago as dangerous in shell boilers. 


A discussion of considerable length ensued, in which Mesars. 
Wilmshurst, Rosenthal, Cooper, Brydges, Ruthven Murray, Hoadley, 
Maxwell, Quin, Vignoles and Robinson took part. The poor 
results obtained with the author's water-tube boilers were com- 
mented on—it being generally agreed that the bottom rows of 
tubes might require oocasional attention. From the fact that the 
top rows of tubes were unaffected, Mr. Wilmshurst concluded they 
were little used, and mentioned a wide boiler, of less height, a pro- 
posal which Mr. Rosenthal considered would have the effect of 
decreasing the retarding action and ultimate efficiency of the boiler. 
The chain grate stoker, as a smoke curer, seemed to be in consider- 
able favour. 

Certain speakers mentioned the difficulty of keeping a thick fire 
over the whole length of the grate, and trouble with air leakage 
throngh the fire—difficulties which, it was stated, had been solved 
in later types. 

Several speakers considered that it was impossible to distort the 
headers.  Messrs Rosenthal and Quin could not see eye to 
eye with the author in the utility of his tube-testing appliance, 
and Mr. Brydges questioned the advisability of testing tubes so 
often. 

Isolating valves were considered a very good thing, and the 
question of flooding superheaters appeared to be a debateable point, 
it being mentioned that in the case of a McPhail superheater fitted 
to a Stirling boiler, the makers provided no means, and specially 
directed that it should not be flooded. AN 

In the matter of the feed-water, which had proved such a diffi- 
culty to Mr. Boot, several speakers advocated the use of a chemical 
softening plant. Mr. Ruthven Murray considered that the econo- 
miser had an excellent effect on oily water. Mr. Vignoles found 
the Babcock & Wilcox water purifier satisfactory in removing oil. 
Mr. Qain recommended treatment with hydrated ferric oxide of 
iron or sulphate of aluminium for the same purpose, and Mr. Hoadley 
was putting in a chemical filter, not having found the baffle oil 
separator satisfactory. А 

Mr. Rathven Murray used silicon cotton in skeet steel lagging, 
and lined the outside of his boilers with glazed brickwork, with а 
view to preventing heat radiation. The importance of using CO, 
indicators seemed to be generally recognised. 

Mr. Boor, in replying, stated that his water could not be treated 
by any process, the only thing was to obtain another source. The 
Boiler urance Companies pay a large sum annually for tube 
renewals. In regard tothe tube tester, he had tried it up to 700 lbs. 
per sq. in., and he had found it difficult to keep the joints tight 
with more than 400 lbs. preesure, when testing batches of tubes. 
He did not consider it surprising that headers were distorted, con- 
sidering the temperatures to which they were subjected. On the whole, 
his experience with Lancashire boilers was the happier one. The 
effects of lagging and its durability could only be judged after years 
of use. 


SOME STATISTICS OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. 


ALDERMAN J. P. BurTH, J.P., ex-Mayor and Chairman of the 
Electricity Committee, Barrow-in-Furness, submitted a paper on 
the above subject based mainly upon the quarterly retarns pub- 
lished in the Electrical Times. He admita the difficulty and danger 
of dealing with figures, that with a little careful selection and mani- 
pulation can be made to prove almost anything. He also, in 
reférence to the number of provisional orders that have not been 
worked, candidly states that almost the whole are in the hands of 
the municipalities, many of whom, however, it is to be feared are 
only using them fora purpose for which they were never intended, 
viz., to keep out a private company.” 

He thinks this a practice very much to be condemned, and blames 
the Local Government Board for not trying to stop it, but he 
appears to be oblivious of the fact that the department he refers to 
has nothing to do with it. The granting and revocation of provisional 
orders rest with the Board of Trade, the Local Government Board 
only coming on the scene when loans are required for putting the 
orders into operation. 

Among the numerous tables of statistics incladed in Alderman 
Smith’s paper may be enumerated a summary of electricity under- 
takings, showing that local authorities have 204 works in operation 
and 104 under construction, against 103 and 36 respectively by com- 

The orders obtained and in abeyance are 114 in the hands 
of local authorities and 19 held by companies. These latter figures 
justify the Alderman’s stricture upon the action of municipalities in 
taking the powers purely for obstructive purposes. 


His second table, which deals with a comparison of the output of 
municipalities and companies, shows the general progress of the 
business, but as the largest towns are in the hands of the local 
authorities, the outputs are, of course, much larger in their case 
than among companies operating in the smaller districte. In the 
metropolis the business of the companies is greatly in excess of that 
of the municipalities, the latest returns of units sold showing 
75,531,716 by the companies against 16,539,483 by local authorities. 

Table III., dealing with the relative capital outlay by OCorpora- 
tions and companies, was also referred to in the President's address, 
and is subject to the same objections, viz., that an attempt is made to 
compare coste without the necessary data; it by no means follows that 
the best value is obtained, because less cost is incurred per xw. of 
plant; the difference in outlay for sites by Metropolitan companies, 
for instance, is not to be compared with the cost of land in many 
districte, and in some cases no charge for it at all appears in muni- 
cipal electricity accounts. 

Tables comparing costs of production occupy several pages of the 
paper, and here again the figures depend upon many factors which 
affect the results. 

Alderman Smith dwells upon the price at which current is sold, 
and claims that the consumers are supplied on better terms by the 
municipal traders than by private enterprise, and calculates that 
" had the municipal stations charged the same rates as the com- 
panies, they would have eujoyed an increased revenue during 
1901, of no less than £444,519, equal to 2:62 per cent. on the 
capital invested. This appears to us strong evidence of reckless 
trading, if such figures have any value—which we question—as 
municipal trading in electricity supply cannot be shown to have 

id, and the companies have had to be content with very moderate 
lividends considering the nature of the business. 

The interest and sinking fund is the great bagbear of Alderman 
Smith, and his paper deals fully with it. He cannot see the way to 
further substantial reductions in price owing to the abnormally 
heavy payments on this account, and one cannot but sympathise 
with him in his agonising reference to the heart of a chairman of 
Committee, of which he says if it is not “too hard to receive 
any impression at all, surely these three fatal words would be 
revealed by a post-mortem examination,” viz., interest and sinking 


fund. 


The author points out how the gross profit is swallowed up by 
these items, and is appalled by the relation they bear to the total 
coste. He refers to variation in practice as to the sinking fund— 
which ranges from 25 to 62 years—and advocates a longer period 
for repsyment of loans, and a deferred period for commencing to 
provide the sinking fund. 


The discussion was opened by Mr. CHAMEN, who remarked that 
statistics could be made to prove anything, but in this case be 
thought théy were unbiased. From reading the author's com- 
parison of the gas and electricity revenues at Barrow, he had been 
led to compare the coal bills of the two undertakings at Glasgow, 
and found that in the case of the electricity works it amounted to 
12 per cent. and the gas department 40 per cent. of the total 
revenue, so that, he thought, would leave them something to draw 
upon. 

Mr. VzsEY Brown expressed the opinion that as the Municipal 
Committee had six months in which to meet their shareholders, as 
compared with only seven days in the case of a company, it was 
possible in the former case for the shareholders to forget. He 
remarked on the number of provisional orders which were being 
transferred to companies. Mr. Brown ‘ound himself unable to 
swallow the comparative tables contained in tbe paper. They were 
misleading, did not contain sufficient information, and he was con- 
vinced tbat the companies were all that is good. They had done 
their duty to their areas of supply aud given equal chances; they 
would come out as good, if not better, than their rivals. He 
strongly criticised the proposal to diminish the interest and sinking 
fund, and urged the desirability of not forgetting depreciation, also 
advancing the novel theory that companies paying large dividends 
were enabling their shareholders to provide a depreciation for 
themselves. His closing thanks for having been allowed to help 
the discussion were received with laughter. 

Major-General WEBBER claimed that companies are not placed on 
the same basis as corporations in the matter of rating, and in the. 
charges for road disturbances. The local authority never rates the 
private undertaker the same as itself. On the matter of capital 
expenditure, he reminded his hearers that the companies were the 
pioneers, and had expended large amounts on distribation net- 
works. 

Bailie WiLLock, Glasgow, defended the municipal conception of 
depreciation, and denied that the assessments on their electrical 
undertakings were in any way biased. In Glasgow they did not 
believe in appropriating the surplus from the gas and tramways 
undertakings for the relief of the rates, as it would be unfair between 
workman and the more wealthy ratepayer, the latter obtaining the 
iarge reduction in rates, while tne former used the trams to the 
greater extent. 

Bailie McKzNzrge, Edinburgh, could not see how the interest 
and sinking fund were to ba reduced, he thought that a year or 
two's grace at the beginning was all they were entitled to. He ` 
also favoured the formation of a reserve fund in preference to 
depreciation, disagreeing with the placing of profit to the relief of the 
rates. He deprecated comparisons between companies and 
corporation, and did not think it reasonable to expect green- 
grocers to be the equal of company directors in administrative 
powers. 

This brought Councillor Soorr, York, to his feet, with a 
suggestion that if company directors would do their duty on muni- 
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cipal councils, they would, doubtless, manage better than small 
tradesmen. In every respect the municipalities were better than 
companies. He contended that companies paid large dividends 
to raise the price of their shares, and not as suggested to provide 
for depreciation. In York they paid more for reinstating the 
roads than the local gas company, and were not favourably rated. 

Dr. Parton, Bolton, considered that municipalities were in a far 
better position than the companies in regard to reserve. He 
also agreed with the other municipalists as regards rating, and 
thought that a depreciation fund should be provided, as it could not 
. then be taken for any other purpose. 

Mr. MapGZEN, on the invitation of the President, procéeded to 
sit on municipal worshippers generally. The tenor of his remarks 
was a vindication of company directors and their work; that 
many municipal advocates were young and ignorant; that Mr. 
Smith's figures were misleading without further particulars as to 
the distributing areas. He remarked that many Corporations had 
reaped the benefits of pioneer work carried out by the companies 
in undertakings they had taken over, and he thought that every 
credit was due to the engineers in small towns who made them 
successful rather than to certain self.satisfied Councillors from & 
larger city which would offer every chance of success. 

Councillor Dowson, Doncaster, thought that no company under- 
took to supply in an unprofitable area, and Alderman Courrs 
thought that the statistics proved the municipalities to be in the 
better position. | 

Alderman Вмітн, Barrow, in replying to the criticisms, adhered 
to the figures given in his paper. He regretted the controversial 
nature of the discussion, and expressed his surprise that Mr. 
Madgen should bave contested figares which were taken from 
& jouraal with which he was once associated. 


THE POBSIBILITIES OF FUTURE ECONOMIES IN 
ELECTRICAL ILLUMINATION. - 


By W. A. CHAMEN. 


THE revenue of electrical undertakings will not be reduced, but 
increased, by improvements and increased efficiencies in lamps. 

The ordinary incandescent lamp takes from 34 to 4 watts per 
candle, and there seems little probability of improvement. The 
" Crawford-Voelker" lamp brought out some 12 months or so ago, 
aud redes a high efficiency was claimed, appears to have been 
dropped. 

The Nernst lamp, of which it is said there are about 10,000 in 
use in Glasgow, effects a very considerable reduction in the con- 
sumption of energy for an equivalent amount of light as compared 
with incandescent lamps; an average life of 600 hours may be 
reckoned upon. Assuming that a 1 ampere 250-volt Nernst lamp 
gives as much light as eight lamps of 16 c P., the relative amounts of 
energy consumed in 800 hours, the useful life of au incandescent 
lamp, will be 409 and 204:5 units respectively. 

The cost for incandescent lamps will be, at 4d. per unit, £6 16s., 
plus renewals, say 8s., a total of £7 4s. The cost for the Nernst 
wil be £3 8s., plus cost of renewals, 4s. 8d., making a total of 
£3 12s. 8d. 

As such materials as are used in incandescent gas mantles and 
Nernst lamps give off a brilliant light when heated to a moderate 


extent, there is no apparent reason why some combination of carbon ` 


and one or other of these materials should not be evolved to com- 
bine instantaneous lighting with high efficiency. 

The Hewitt mercury vapour lamp gives 1 c.P. with a consump- 
tion of energy of half a watt, but, owing to the absence of red rays 
iu the light, it cannot be used for indoor illumination. 'The use of 
red glass does not, of course, improve matters, but makes them 
worse. It would seem possible by means of combination, that is to 
say, by mixing something with the mercury to produce a light 
having red rays in it. The lamps can be made to work at avy 
pressure from 50 to 500 voita, but a high pressure is needed to start 
it. This is obtained by means of an induction coil. There is 
practically no limit to the life of the lamp, but it requires opening 
and washing out every 1,200 or 1,400 hours. 

Turning to arc lamps, we find by mixing various substances with 
the carbon the nature of the arc is completely altered. Thus in the 
Bremer and other patterns of flame lamps, the arc is prolonged 
and the colour of the light modified, an orange tint being the most 
satisfactory. The efficiency of the light is very largely increased, 
the consumption being decreased to about a quarter of a watt per 
candle. The consumption of carbon is greater than with ordinary 
arcs, necessitating more frequent trimming, and the light is not 
quite steady owing to the longer arc. 

Although giving a greater efficiency than ordinary arc lamps, the 
flame lamp has not yet been made to take a smaller current, the 
difference being in increased light. 

Another departure in arc lighting is the “vary small current” 
lamp, taking about 1 ampere, burning either with an open or 
enclosed arc. No actual experience regarding the cost of maintain- 
ing these lamps appears to have been gained, but, taking into 
consideration the cost of trimming, &c., it does not seem probable 
that it will beat the Nernst. 

The enclosed arc lamp has done good in spurring makers of open- 
type lamps to produce long-burning lamps. Open lamps burving 
60 hours can now be obtained, and an 80-hour lamp is rumoured to 
be forthcoming. 

The conclusions are, that the possibilities of future economies in 
electric illumination for all purposes are considerable, and that we 
may hope to see the consumption of energy for a given amount of 
light cut down to about half the present figure. 


-— et es — — 


It is a good thing that electrical engineers should thus encourage 


at the outset every improvement in lamps or other current- 
consuming device, and recognise that this, by popularising elec- 
tricity, will, in the long ran, mean increased revenue to the supply 
company. The gas companies were somewhat slow to appreciate 
this fact, and, at first, were opposed to improvements in gas 
burners. They have, however, learned by experience that every 
improvement is to their advantage. 

The compirison Mr. Chamen makes between a Nernst 250-watt 
lamp and eight lamps of 16 C. p., is hardly fair to the incandescent 
lamp; he should have taken a 250-watt incandescent lamp, when 
the comparison would have been much more favourable to the 
latter. 

Otherwise there is little to criticise in the paper, except Mr. 
Chamen's repeated expression, "A consumption of energy " of so 
many “ watts per candle.” 


SOME SUB-STATION DANGERS AND THEIR 
PREVENTION. 


[COMMUNICATED. | 


Тносен danger of life and limb to the electricians in charge 
of converting sub-stations is happily nowadays very slight, it is 
nevertheless not a negligible quantity, and a few points that 
may help to still further reduce the chance of accident may be 
deemed worthy of consideration. 

In the first place there is the danger of the rotary sparking 
across at the brushes owing to any sudden surge in the high 
tension voltage. This, of course, cannot be prevented, and 
the only way is to keep a reasonable distance from the com- 
mutator while the machine is on load; in this respect, 
lubrication of the commutator with paraffin wax should not 
be encouraged, as it tends to help arcing, especially if there 
happens to be a hunt on at the time. In our own experience 
we have seen bad burns received in this way, the flash 
occurring while the attendant was examining the lubrication 
of the carbons, and striking him full in the face, taking off 
the skin and burning away the hair. 

Then the terminals of the machine should certainly be 
covered with a wooden box at least (such a box can be made 
quite ornamental in a simple way). Usually the positive and 
negative terminals, consisting of flat rectangular blocks, lie 
quite close to each other, and it is the easiest thing in the 
world to lay a spanner or a file across them in an unthinking 
moment, or perhaps some such tool has been placed on a 
machine not running, and on starting up has lain unnoticed, 
with the consequence of a dead short and attendant evils. 

While on the subject of the rotary itself, a few further 
practical points may be of interest. 

In one case, in order to soften the brushes and ensure 
continuous lubrication and silent running, resort was had 
to boiling them in castor oil for several hours. This plan 
was at first satisfactory, but the carbons soon began to give 
trouble by heating and burning away at their rubbing 
surfaces. The oil also became troublesome by oozing out, due 
to this heating, causing the carbons to stick to the brush- 
holders, and when in course of time they had to be removed, 
the greatest difficulty was experienced in getting them out of 
their holders ; the oil seemed to form into a hard dry cement 
which stuck tenaciously to the brass, the consequence being 
that it took several hours of hard chipping to get them 
shifted. This lubrication is, however, unnecessary, for by 
setting the brushes at the proper angle, and by careful 
attention to the regulation of pressure, they can be made to 
assume a glass-like surface, and require practically no atten- 
tion at all. Another point is the use of an arrangement 
whereby the brushes on theslip rings can have their pressure 
varied by an easily get-at-able screw instead of having to 
undo nuts and bolts. 

A danger that is always (or very nearly always) negleeted, 
is the bringing of brass knobs through the switchboard 
panels from the iron supports behind. These knobs are 
always in good connection with earth, and the danger lies in 
the fact that careless or accidental connection with the 
switches by a metal tool sometimes occurs, with the inevit- 
able short, as the switches are less than a foot away. No 
doubt a very fine polish can be put upon these knobs, but in 
the interests of safety they should be capped with ebonite 
or other insulation. Such a cap, occasionally seen, is suscep- 
tible of a high polish, and, though of a dark colour, does not 
affect the amenities. We have seen such a short as that 
described, with bad burning as the result, Another source 


Vol. 53. Мо. 1,339, JULY 24, 1903. ] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


168 


of danger is the heating of the secondary switches through 
faulty connection with the jointing behind: а high resist- 
ance is set up, and in bad cases а very high temperature is 
developed. 

The boosters need careful looking after, as it is rather 
hazardous to have the terminals of a machine alive that is 
not on load (the booster, rotary, and induction motor are here 
assumed to be on one shaft). The remedy is, of course, the 
removal of booster plugs from the panels of all machines not 
on load ; and while on this subject we may say that the method 
in vogue of screwing in the plogs is certainly rather clumsy 
and awkward, to say nothing of the wearing away of the 
thread due to the weight of tbe plugs while being inserted. 
The operation, too, is rather a long one. Surely a system of 
switches might be used with advantage. 

. Again, there is always the chance that the carbon on the 
breaker may fly ont when the latter is suddenly released. 
This point needs careful looking after, as we have seen a 
carbon block thus fly and very nearly strike the operator. In 
dusting the panels, on the high tension side at any rate, one 
hand only should be used, despite the fact of the rubber 
matting beneath ; while any unnecessary touching of the 
voltmeters should be discouraged. 

In lubricating the slip rings a longer stick might be em- 
ployed than is generally in use, to ensure safety from an 
unexpected earth. ! 

In connection with outside work, in section pillars, &c., it 
is of importance that all interconnectors should be tested 
before the switches are pulled out: for though such inter- 
connectors be assumed dead, nevertheless cases have 
occurred when they were alive through previous faulty 
manipulation. We have heard of a very bad burning 
accident occurring recently through the pulling of a live 
interconnector understood to be dead. Again, the springs 
in the switches seem in many cases to rot or oxidise away, 
with the consequence that such switches are practically 
useless in case of emergency. 

A complete outfit of medical necessaries should be at hand 
in every sub-station, while the address of the nearest doctor 
should be plainly and legibly written above the medical 
cabinet. 


SELECTION AND TRAINING OF MOTORMEN 
AND CONDUCTORS. 


WE have nothing but praise for the methods outlined 
in a paper bearing the above title, read by Mr. 
Mackinnon at the Glasgow Tramways Convention, and 
we can confidently recommend them for earnest study to 
the heads of the unfortunately large number of tramway 
undertakings, where both the careful selection and thorough 


training of the men who will be responsible for the smooth ` 


running, public convenience, and safety, of passengers is 
performed in a short-sighted and slovenly manner. 

Glasgow cannot, and presumably does not, claim that these 
methods originated within her bounds, for they are largely, 
if not entirely, based on American models; but she may 
well claim considerable merit for the immediate and thorough 
adoption of the methods when conversion to electric traction 
began, and in this she has given a lead to English towns. 

When occasion has offered, we have referred to the excel- 
lent training given in Glasgow, and we have not failed to 
urge the adoption of the same principles throughout the 
country, and this paper gives us another opportunity to 
reiterate our gospel of efficiency. 

There is no particular reason (so far as we are aware) to 
think that the type of applicants for tramway employment 
in Glasgow differs to any extent from the general average 
throughout Britain, and it is most instructive therefore, and 
most ominous also to learn that in Glasgow not 20 per cent. 
of the applicants reach the platform of a car in an official 
capacity! In fact, Mr. Mackinnon states that 75 per cent. 
are rejected at sight almost, while only 40 per cent. of the 
remainder survive the full series of tests and examinations ; 
but we heartily endorse the author’s closing sentence that 
4 еге is no doubt the stringency of the examination before 
admitting men to the service has tended towards getting a 
better class of men into the department, and it has also had 


the effect of making those who secure situations value them 
more highly." Particular attention i8 drawn to the latter 
part of the sentence, which we believe is sufficient answer to 
the kind of man who gives as his reason for not training to 
the highest useful pitch that a highly trained man is inde- 
pendent of his job and cannot be depended on to stay in the 
service ; that, in fact, money would be spent on training 
men for other undertakings. The fallacy of this anti- 
educational theory must be obvious to every open-minded 
and experienced manager. There are, of course, managers 
who cannot keep good men, whether these are trained or 
untrained, but they will not be touched by an infinity of 
papers and articles. It matters not whetber we are dealing 
with an individual or with a business undertaking or with a 
nation; the proven truth must hold that prosperity comes 
with education; and education, whether of the unit or of 
the mass, cannot be attained without, firat of all, intelligence 
to assimilate, and then time and money and trouble. 

Managers should remember that while the Unions every 
year are enforcing more strictly a standard wage, or a 
standard scale of wages, for the various grades of tramway 
employés, they are not yet controlling the admission of men 
to the service, so that, the wages being good, it behoves 
every manager to get his money’s worth ; and we have every 
confidence in asserting that the average value of the staff is 
below par value wherever selection and cultivation are not 
utilised to the fullest extent. Neither can we admit the 
plea that—without excessive expense—it is impossible to 
attract the right kind of man, and that selection must needs 
be limited or neglected altogether. The manager who puts 
forward such an excuse for a slovenly set of inefficients 
stands condemned either of an improper appreciation of the 
problem, or of sheer inertia. 

An abstract of the paper follows :— 


SELECTION AND TRAINING OF MOTORMEN AND 
CONDUCTORS. 


By L Малсктхмом, Traffic Superintendent Glasgow Tramways. 


The efficiency of the service depends on the manner in which the 
motormen and conductors carry out their duties, and the manage- 
ment is judged by the standard of efficiency which is shown by 
these men. | 

In Glasgow the bulk of applicants for situations are seen at a 
fixed hour, but it has been found of great service for the traffic 
superintendent to, as far as possible, hold himself in readiness to 
interview likely applicants at any time during business hours. 

Roughly speaking, tbree applicants are found to be unsuitable 
for every one whose application is worth considering, and out of 
those whose applications are cousidered only about 40 per cent. are 
finally accepted, and enter the service of the department. 

In connection with the department there is a flourishing friendly 
society, with a membership of 2,500. A circular, giving particulars 
of benefits to be derived from this society (to which the department 
contributes), is handed to men when they enter the service, and the 
medical examination for entrance into the service is made to cover 
admission into this society. Membership is, of course, optional. 
The medical examination is of a very thorough nature. This is in 
the interest of the society as well as the department, as a super- 
aunuation fund is now being accumulated, so that members of the 
friendly society who have served for 15 yeara and upwards in the 
department may, on becoming unable for work, receive a substantial 
weekly allowance. 

When the traffic superintendent considers that au applicant, 
from his general appearance and from his replies to a few pre- 
liminary questions, will make a good servant, he hands him two 
schedules to be filled up in the applicant's own handwriting. The 
first schedule, or application form, requires $he applicant to give 
particulars of his employment for previous five years. The second 
or supplementary schedule requires the applicant to saaswer 
questions relating to his general health and antecedents. 

Duriog the forenoon he is tested by one of the ofticers of the 
traffic department for eyesight, colour sense, hearing and general 
intelligence. 

Should the applicant get through all these tests, he is put under 
training as a conductor for eight days, during which period he is 
paid full wages. The best qualified conductors at each depót take 
charge of the learner and train him carefully in his duties. At the 
end of his period of training, if satisfactory, the probationer's 
practice note is signed by the men who have been teaching him, 
and he undergoes an examination by a ticket inspector, who also 
signs the practice note, if satisGed. 

After a period of satisfactory service as conductor— generally 
about six months—each man is withdrawn from the cars and put 
under training as a motorman. 

In Glasgow a fully equipped school for training motormen bas 
been fitted up at the Coplawhill Car Worke, where the men are 
trained by an experienced engineer. 

The class in the school generally consists of 12 or 15 men. From 
25 to 30 per cent. fail to pass the necessary examination, Each 
man is supplied with instruction book, and during his first three 
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days’ tuition he attends the school, On the first day the instructor 
carefully explains the use and action of the various appliances 
fitted on the car, and shows how the mechanism should be operated. 
Learners are also drilled by means of the fixed controllers and 
brake spindles already referred to, and the correct manipulation of 
the handles is explained, particular attention being paid to correct 
methods of acceleration and braking of cars for service and emer- 
gency stops. | 

On tbe second day {бе men are taught how to detect common 
faults in the car equipment, and also what to do in the event of any 
breakdown in the electrical apparatus or overhead gear. On the 
afternoon of the second day all the points taken up are again gone 
over and a preliminary examination made to see how each man is 
progressing. 

Oa the third day the class is taken out to Coplaw Street, where a 
d«pot connection with a considerable grade has been Jaid. Here 
the men are tested on a special echool car fitted with magnetic and 
rheostatic brakes. Each man is carefully coached in running the 
car both backwards and forwards, and every possible care is taken 
to instruct the men in all points relating to practical operating of 
the cars. Men are also taught to handle live wires and how to 
make them '' dead " when necessary. 

For the next four days—that is, on the fourth, fifth, sixth, and 
seventh days—the learner is out on the road under the care of an 
experienced motorman, who has, after examination, been authorised 
to instruct learners. He here learns to handle the car through 
traffic. The learners are frequently visited on the road by the 
motor-inspectors, who make notes of the progress shown, and report 
to the chief instructor. i 

On the afternoon of the seventh day the learner goes back to 
school for a preliminary examination in his knowledge of car 
details and platform duties, unsuitable men being rejected and 
returned to conducting. Tbe next three and a half days are again 
Spent on the road, under an experienced motorman, and special 
attention is given to those men who have shown sigus of 
nervousness or carelessness. The afternoon of the twelfth day is 
taken up with au examination conducted by the chief instructor at 
the school, when suitable men are passed, and their lines forwarded 
to head office. 

A system bas been instituted in Glasgow of examining each 
motorman or motorman-conductor once every three or four 
months, and men who fail to answer questions satisfactorily at this 
examination are withdrawn from the list of motormen. These 
periodical examinations are absolutely necessary on a large system, 
as it ів imposrible for the superintendent otherwise to get at the 
undesirables. Some men who qualify will forget all they have 
learned within a very short time. 


— —— 
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OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


(Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper, Free use of fictitious names, ¢c., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
ths views which he may express. | 


“Exrotric " writes:—' I should be greatly obliged if your legal 
contributor would give me some information on the following :— 
We have an electric plant supplying our stores and yards, and we 
want to carry the wires to supply our offices, which are about 80 
yards distant; te get at these, we should have to cross over the 
public road. Should the Corporation refuse to let us cross over the 
road, can we cross without their permission, and what height should 
we have to suspend the wires from the road? There are other 
business premises between our stores and offices, but we can get 
permisaion to cross these premises.” 

2 The question propounded by Electric” is one to which we 
bave frequently been asked to give a reply. It is provided by 
Rec. 4 ot the Electric Lighting Act, 1888, that where any electric 
line or other work may have been laid down ur erected in, over, 
along, across or under any street for the purpose of supplying 
electricity, or may have been laid down or erected in any other 
position for such purpose in such a manner as not to be entirely 
enclosed within any building or buildings, or where any electric 
line or work so laid or erected may be used for such purpose otber- 
wise tban under and subject to the provisions of a licence, order, or 
special Act, the Board ot Trade, if they think fit, may, by notice in 
wr.ting under the hand of one of their secretaries, to be served 
upon the body or person owning or using or entitled to use such 
electric line or work, require that such line or work shall be con- 
tinued and used only in accordance with the regulations prescribed 
by the Board. It follows from this provision tbat the Board of 
Trade regulations must be consulted before the wire in question is 
erected. A copy of these regulations may be obtained from the 
King's Printers. The question whether our correspondent will have 
to obtain the leave of the Corporation is one of greater difficulty, 
and caunot be answered without reference to the bye-laws in force. 
We may observe that in England, so long as a wire suspended over 
a highway does not interfere with the traffic, and the freehold of 
the h gh way is not vested in the highway authority, wires may be 
suspended if the consent of the landowners on either side is first 
had and obtained. The right to interfere and prohibit the use of 
overhead wires can only be conferred upon the local authority by 
Act of Parliament. 


It will be seen from the foregoing observations that a full answer 
can only be supplied to our correspondent's question after reference 
has been made to the statutes and bye-laws affecting the district in 
which he lives. If he desires to bring matters to a head as between 
bimself and the Corporation, he need only pnt up the wires ata 
safe height above the surface of the road. If the Corporation 
desire to remove them, they can only do so under shadow of some 
legal right. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. THompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


14.913. “Improvements in electric arc lamps." E. J. Mvrrnuy and A. 
TowNsEND. July 6th, 

14.123. Improved apparatus for electro-mechanical massage." E.ADAMS- 
RaNpDALL, trading as Eva von Hoffman. July 6th. 

14.940. A device for indicating or preventing the exceeding of specified 
speeds on dynamos, motor-cars, and the like.“ E. NEUBERG. July 6th. 
(Complete. А 
14,963. “Ап improved electric furnace," P. R.J. У*плла. (E. А. Sjosted, 
Canada) July 6th. 

14,979. “Improvements in electricity meters." H. Aron. July 6th. 
(Complete.) 

14,940. ‘Improvements in electricity meters.” H. Aron. July 6th. 
(Com plete.) 

, 135,994. “ Improvements in or relating to a process and apparatus for obtain- 
ing a continuous electric current from & high tension alternating cur.ent 
source." A.J. Bovrr. (F. J. Koch, Jun., Germany.) July 6th. (Complete.) 

15,048, *' Electric signalling apparatus for railway trains.“ A. BoNEMEYER. 
Dated July 7th. (Complecte.) ‚ 

15,059. “Improvements in electrical hauling apparatus.“ SIEMENS BROS., 
AND Co, Tern, (Siemens & Halske Actien Gesellschaft, Germany.) July 
Teh, Complete.) 

15,050. “Improvements in or relating to the manufacture of galvanic 
bateries.” №. Р. Тномркох, July "th. 

15,065. “Improvements in keyboard telegrapLic transmitters.” M. KoTYRA. 
July 7th. Complete.) . 

15,076. ‘Improvements in circuit make-and-break apparatus for eleotric 
induction coils," I.. LEoov. July 7th. 

15,077. “Improvements in apparatus for telephone exchanges.” А. P. 
Hanson. (Date a: plied tor under Patents Act, 1901, July 7th, 1902, being date 
of application in United States) July 7th. (Complete ) 

Р оон “Improvements in electrically-lit signboards and the like.” G.BxwiTH. 
uly "th. 

15,000. “Improvements in insulaters for electric telegraph, telephone and 
other line construction." C. A. RaANDALL. July 8, s 

15,147. “Improvements in electric apparatus for use in medicine ard surgery.“ 
A. GOLDSCHMIDT. July 8th. | 
; D „An automatic electric welding machine.” B. Z. de FERRANTI. 
July 9th. 

15,199. “Improvements in induction coils for the ignition apparatus for 
motors." Marcont's WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., B. W. ASHLEY and К. A. 
HINDE. July 9th. 

15,212. “ Manufacture of soda and caustic potash chlorine and hydrochlorio 
acid by electrolysis of aqueous solutions.“ J. HriBLING. July 9th. 

15217. “Improvements in apparatus for varying electrical resistanoe.'' 
G. L. Hogan. July 9th. 

15,219. “An improvement in or relating to electric out-outs, contact 
breakers, meters and similar electrical apparatus." H. Swanton. July 9th. 

15.313, “Improvements in means for automatically regulating electric 
currents generated by dynamos." S. Watkins. (The Consolidated Railway 
Electric Lighting and Equipment Co., United States.) July lt th. 

15.2447. "Improvements in electric incandescent lamphoiders" H. M. 
Darran and L. A. HackrTT. July 10th, 

15,757. "Improved means for operating the rail and condition points in 
electric tramways or railways.” W. MiLLAR. July 10th. 

15,266. ‘Improvements in electrical switches." C. M. DORMAN and R. A. 
SMITH. July 10th. (Complete.) 

15.364. "Improvements in bars fcr protecting the openings in ¢lectrio lift 
cars," W.SrkowsoN. July lith. 

15.869. " Improvements in and relating to the operating cords of the tro'ley 
arms of electric tramways.” A. TAYLOR, W. MooREHEAD and T. H. KiNGsCOTE. 
July lith. 

15,420. ‘* Process for the electrolytic production of zinc." K. KAISER. 
July llth. (Complete.) 


—— с caer. d 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


11,081. ‘Improvements in apparatus for automatically starting and stopping 
electric motora." The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. Dated May 14th. 

12.671. “Improvements relating to telephone systems." C. G. Burke. Dated 
June 3rd. 


13,438. ‘Improvements in electric railway systems for parcels and the like, 
with operation of the cars." H. H. Lake. (Communicated.) Dated June 13th. 

13,751. "Improvements in electric railways оп a sectional conductor system, 
and in signals therefor.’ E. W. Farnham. Dated June 17th. 

15271. “A new or improved process for the electric heating and refining of 
metals and other substances." C. H. Meller. Dated July *th. 

17.002. J. provements in the manufacture of conductiog materials for 


electricity applicable more particularly for use in the rubbing or sliding con- 
tacts of dy nain. s and electric motors.“ V. Lowendahl, Dated July, 3let. 
17.260 “Improvements relating to electric lighting and to the apparstus 
therefor.” H. Me Gellwray. Dated August oth. 
17,708. “Improvements in signalling by electro-magnetio waves." R. A. 
Fe-senden. Dated August 12th. M . 
17.923, ''Electric are lamp." J. A. Rignon. Dated August lith. 
17.924. An improved electric igniting candle for explosion motors." 
H. Luthy. Dated August lith. 
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No. 1,340. 


BUSINESS, SENTIMENT, AND 
PROTECTION. 


IT is often enough asserted that there is no sentiment in 
business, but everybody knows that the statement is far 
from true. As a matter of fact, there is a good deal of 
sentiment in business, and its entire elimination is neither 
possible nor desirable. At the same time it is to be admitted 
that a predominance of sentiment is liable to make a 
business transaction unsatisfactory, and there is accordingly 
a very general understanding that a matter of business is 
undertaken for business purposes, as buying and selling are 
assumed to be intended to lead to the getting of gain. In 
ordinary transactions between individuals, there is little 
danger of this principle being forgotten, though there are, 
every day, instances of magnanimity and self-sacrifice, 
prompted by sentiment, on the pert of a trader, when, 
perhaps, a transaction has not exactly followed the lines 
anticipated. ^ Nevertheless, there is no inducement to 
advertise the existence of the sentiment, and usually 
the only result is to produce caution in future transactions. 
Where a collective sentiment can be appealed to, there is 
greater danger, and, perhaps, of all sentiments the pseudo- 
patriotic is the most dangerous because the most alluring, 
and, with a limited horizon, apparently most praiseworthy. 

À case in point is found in the speech of the chairman at 
the annual meeting of the General Electric Co., Ltd., which 
appears in our “City” columns. Reporting a large increase in 
business and in gross profits, Mr. Byng intimated that there 
was one unsatisfactory feature — the loss at the Witton 
Works of £20,000, mainly due to the carbon factory. “ We 
started our carbon works," said the chairman, because we 
were entirely depending upon German manufacturers, This 
was a dangerous position to be in, both from a business and 
& patriotic point of view." The danger from the point of 
view of the General Electric Co.'8 business may clearly be 
left to their own judgment; the danger from the patriotic ` 
point of view is of more general interest and requires fuller 
examination. Mr. Byng says it would be а source of great 
danger in case of war, because of the need of searchlights on 
our fighting vessels. What is this danger? Is it the 
danger that our Navy will be unable to protect our mercan- 
tile marine in the transport of supplies? If so, we fear that 
there are greater dangers than being without carbons. Or 
is it the danger that we may lack carbons by reason of being 
at war with the producing country? France also is noted 
for its carbon manufacture. Is there any immediate 
danger of а coalition of France and Germany against 
England ? 

After revealing this national danger, Mr. Byng proceeded 
to define the situation in relation to his company's 
own carbon works. They have cost £60,000 to erect, 
and a vast number of experiments have been made, result- 


ing in a loss of £20,000, written off in the ‘past. year’s 
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accounts. Carbons are now being manufactured equal to, 
or better than, those made in Germany. And what is the 
result? The three largest foreign manufacturers have decided 
to reduce their prices so as to sell at a loss and kill 
the British industry. Mr. Byng has succeeded in finding 
some purchasers in Government departments and public 
bodies who are so far actuated by sentiment as to give their 
support “ in spite of the price regulated by such indicated 
foreign policy," and with this help and lower prices for raw 
materials, he hopes to keep his carbon works going until the 
country awakes from its folly and puts a duty on imported 
carbons. Replying to questions from a shareholder, Mr. 
Byng stated the carbon works will be shut up unless we 
get Protection.” His speech was made with the object of 
enlightening not only his shareholders but the country at 
large. As the head of an important electrical organisation 
it is quite possible that his claim to Protection may go forth 
as representative of the electrical industry. 

In that spirit of inquiry which may be said to be the 
spirit of the age, let us consider what would be the effect on 
the industry generally if Mr. Byng’s claims to Protection 
were recognised. 

Electricity is utilised for purposes of illumination. There 
are other methods of illumination with which electricity has 
to compete. The cheapness with which it can be furnished 
has an important influence upon its growth. The only 
item of consumption, outside the boilers, is the carbon, and 
-if the price of carbon be increased, it cannot fail to retard 
the extension of electric illumination, with a consequent 
limitation in the manufacture of lamps, dynamos, switches, 
mains, and a proportionate restriction in the production of 
current. 

We have, for obvious reasons, limited our survey to the 
effect on the electrical industry of this proposed artificial 
increase in price in an essential article of consumption, and 
so far from supporting the claim for Protection, we think it 
is obvious that the industry, as a whole, will be the gainer 
by maintaining the present freedom. Needless to say, we 
should be gratified to know that we were as well able to 
make carbons as any other nation. And since Mr. Byng 
says the raw material is cheaper here than in Germany, we 
must, for the present, decline to believe that the contrary 
has been definitely demonstrated, It is not only in new 
industries that factories are sometimes worked аё a loss. If, 
however, the proprietors embark in their undertakings on 
principles of business without any reference to sentiment, 
they are better able to determine whether to persevere or to 
shut up. 

We are desirous that our area of inquiry should not be 
narrowed. We recognise, as we believe all our readers will 
recognise, that electrical industries will not be improved by 
dear carbons. We may go farther, and recognise that the 
prospects of any other industry of the country will not be 
improved by dear light. But we must grant that that does 
not exhaust Mr. Byng’s argument. He says, in effect, your 
cheap carbons, your cheap electric light, are temporary ; 
when my industry is killed, prices will go up. If we are to 
accept as accurate Mr. Byng's statement of facta, there would 
seem no particular reason for foreign manufacturers to have 
reduced their prices. "There are no indications that the 
General Electric Co.'s factory could supply all the home 
demands which exist, and, as long as foreign manufacturers 
will give away their produce on threat of home production, 
there ought to be no difficulty in keeping prices down. And 
when the alternatives offered are a certainty of increase now 
against a problematical increase in the undefined future, it 
is but natural to take the chances of the future. 

We do not need to ask, with the Spectator, where are our 
killed industries ? But we must admit that killed industries 
have a peculiar habit of coming to life again. The 
Chamberlain family are providing arguments on both sides, 
Mr. Joseph is concerned for the one side, Mr. Arthur 
provides instances on the other. Пе relates that a manu- 
facturer of glass prisms for chandeliers lost his trade from 
foreign competition. He started in the manufacture of the 
chandeliers, and made a fortune out of them. To point the 
moral, the General Electric Со. may extend their manu- 
facture of arc lamps if, as we trust, they be denied the 
protection Mr. Byng seeks on arc lamp carbons. 

We agree with Mr. Byng that general prosperity is very 
much a matter of individual selfishness, That is probably 


. indeed, a heavy debt of gratitude is due. 


what he meant, though he put it a little differently—* the 
welfare of the country depends on the selfishness of the 
individual manufacturer." It is the selfishness of the indi- 
vidual manufacturer plus the selfishness of the individual 
purchaser which maintains the balance of general benetit. 
But we are less anxious to argue such points than we are to 
bring inquiry to bear on the effect of protection in the 
direction asked for. Distorted vision needs to be counter- 
acted as misapplied sentiment needs, as far as possible, 
to be eliminated from business. Patriotism implies the 
possibility of sacrifice on the part of the patriot. In this 
case, at any rate, Protection implies the transfer of the 
sacrifice to other shoulders. “ We are not going to stand a 
big loss every year for the public benefit,” is a statement 
which is inconsistent with patriotism, but is quite in accord 
with sound business, It needs only one correction, and that 
is in the assumption that there is any public benefit in the 
individual loss, 


THOSE of our readers who are members 
of the Institution will have received, 
during the past week, a notice to the effect that a meeting 
will be held /o-4ay (Friday, July 31st) at the offices of the 
Institution, to consider a resolution. The latter provides 
that the purchase of property in Tothill Street at the price 
of £16,500, and the sale of “ such of the investments of the 
Institution as the Council may select” to provide the pur- 
chase money, be sanctioned. 

Seeing that the matter is thua suddenly brought forward 
(on the score of urgency, it may be, in order to avoid the loss 
of an opportunity), and remembering that the great majority 
of the members of the Institution are dwellers in the 
provinces, it appears that this very important question is 
likely to be settled by the votes of а small minority ; possibly 
many even of the London members will be unable to attend, 
80 that, in reality, the motion will be put forward and passed 
by the Council. But why this haste? If we mistake not, 
the sum named above practically comprises the whole of the 
investments which are not ear-marked for certain specific 
purposes, such as scholarships, prizes, and the benevolent 
fund. Obviously, the object is to obtain a site upon 
which to erect, at а future date, a ‘ PERMANENT 
IIoME" for the Institution. For the desire of our fellow- 
members to meet in their own hall, and take tea at 
their own table, we can, indeed, have no feeling but 
sympathy; we trespass unduly upon the generous and 
ungrudging hospitality of the Civil Engineers, to whom, 
But the sad fact 
cannot be ignored, that there is no prospect of acquiring 
such a home for many years to come, There is always the 
danger, of course, that Mr. Carnegie will come forward with 
a million to provide a library and a free testable for the 
members, with a conventicle attached ; this peril, however, 
is as nothing compared with the grave step contemplated by 
the Council. We feel that this resolution ought not to be 
carried in hole-and-corner fashion ; the opinions of the pro- 
vincial members ought to be ascertained, and a poll taken of 
their votes. We, therefore, earnestly appeal to all members 
who аге in a position to do so, to be present this afternoon, 
prepared to vote against the proposal of the Council, unless 
convincing reasons are brought forward for adopting another 
course. We may add that we do not voiceour own opinions 
alone ; as a matter of fact, no one with whom we have dis- 
cussed the matter is in favour of the motion. 

We are unable to spare space for further discussion at the 
moment, but at an early opportunity we shall recur to the 
matter. We muy, however, point out that the building of 
the Civil Engineers is likely to be absorbed, sooner or later, 
into the Gevernment offices, and a splendid opportunity 
will then be presented for the erection of a single central 
institution, to accommodate all or most of the engineering 
societies, and to combine a number of advantages. This is 
no new idea ; it has been seriously discussed, for instance, at 
Manchester, and it deserves the most careful consideration 
before it is dismissed, or shelved by a precipitate action such 
as that set down for this afternoon: 


The I.E.E. 
Building Fund. 
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COMPOUNDED ASYNCHRONOUS 
MACHINERY. 


By d. HOOGHWINKEL, M.LE.E. 


(Concluded from page 130.) 


(b) Compounded Asynchronous Machines. 


I have explained that as generators on a non-inductive 
load, these machines are compounded by the induction rotor- 
currents, and that there is no armature reaction in that 
case because of the watt component and the induction current 
being in phase. On inductive load, however, the fall arma- 
ture reaction exists. This armature reaction is necessary, ав 
far as the infernal wattless current of the machine is con- 
cerned, for parallel working. zb 

In order to effect this compensation for outside wattless 
currents, we may, by the addition of three more brushes, lead 
also the main stator current through the rotor. This pro- 
duces the necessary ampere-turns in the rotor to compensate 
for the wattless ampere-turns in the stator, and the demagne- 
tisation of the field can be so prevented. In order to get a 
standard type of rotor for different voltages, transformers 
are used for supplying the necessary compensating and com- 
pounding current (fig. 12). 


The same type of winding as for compensated generators 
is used, mostly three-phase winding with parallel branches. 
This winding has the additional advantage that the rotor 
may be used for a compensated as well as for a compounded 
generator, or as a motor with slip-rings. 

There are six brushes and two transformers, one com- 
pounding transformer in series with the stator windings, and 
an exciting transformer, the secondary of which is mesh- 
connected in order to get a phase difference of 90° with the 
terminal voltage. 

in order to regulate a machine, we must first fix the 
brushes for no-load, then regulate the current transformer 
on a purely inductive load, so that the pressure remains con- 
stant on full and no-load. This is the case when the com- 
pounding current alone excites the machine. The last 
regulation is to fix the brushes for full-load, and the machine 
is compounded for all loads. Of course, the commutator is 
larger than on a compensated generator. 

In fig. 13 we see a number of stator and rotor windings 
of existing compensated machines. The stators are normal ; 
only the rotor has been altered, in order to make room for 
the exciting ampere-turns. The wide slots allow former- 
wound bars to be used. The compounded machines have 
practically all the same rotor, with six slots per pole. 

In fig. 14 is shown a 500-Kw. compounded generator for 
coupling to a turbine at 2,500 revolutiors. The voltage 
was 2,100 volts, and the frequency 40. The generator had 
therefore two poles, and owing to this great width of pole- 
pitch there are 12 slots per pole. 

The rotor slote are very deep, and, therefore, the rotor 
material is very effectively used. If we compare this rotor 
to an ordinary two-pole synchronous generator with revolving 
field, we see that the asynchronous machine has many advan- 
tages. The poles are sub-divided and less deep than the 
poles on a synclironous generator, which again resulta in 
less leakage. Form-wound coils are used, and the whole 
machine is much smaller and lighter. | mE 


As we need not care about armature reaction, being able 
to compensate for it on wattless currents (for watt currente 
it compounds automatically), we may choose our airgap only 
with regard to the mechanical construction. Also the 
amount of copper on the rotor is far lees than with a syn- 
chronous machine, where it is about, 3—4 times the armature 


„„ e 


Compensated motor: 60 н.р. 500 
r. p. m., 500 v. 40 ~ , 10 poles. 


Compensated generator: 50 Kw. 750 r. p. m. 
8 600 v. 50 , 8 poles. 


Compensated motor: 120 н.р. (00 
r. p. m., 600 v. 60 , 18 poles. 


Compensated generator: 100 xw. 500 r. p. m. 
1.000 v. 25 ~ , 6 poles. 
Еа. 13. 


copper. As with all asynchronous machines, the field 
copper is here leas than the armature copper, and conse- 
quently the excitation logses are far less. 

In short, we may safely say that compensated asyn- 
chronous machines are simpler, cheaper (because of their 
higher output), and of more mechanical design, than syn- 
chronous machines, and, in addition, they have the advan- 
tages of every asynchronous, over a synchronous machine, 


Wig. 14. 


without the disadvantages as known hitherto. They are 
specially adapted to high speed engines and turbines, 
although they can perfectly well be used with low speed 
engines as well. 

The writer hopes he has succeeded in giving a general idea 
of the advantages and construction of this new type of 
machines, theoretically and practically. As mentioned 
already in the first part of this paper, the credit of applying 
to induction machinery the idea of producing a revolving 
field by means of a low frequency current, belongs largely to 
Mr. Heyland, as explained in his various publications in the 
E.T.Z. and elsewhere. 

With reference to compensated and compounded machines 
and their adoption for different classes of work, we may take 
it thal the compensated machine will be mostly used as a 
motor, because of its power factor being 1, further as 
generator working in parallel with existing plant, and as 
generator on any non-inductive load, lighting, &c. It is also 
the ideal machine for a power plant with two machines, one 
at each end of the line. 

Compounded machines will be used as generators on an 
inductive load, and as generators in parallel with synchronous 


у. compensated machines on inductive loads. 
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They are not so much asynchronous as the compensated 
machines, in fact, they are almost, synchronous in speed and 
frequency when exactly compounded. Therefore they are 
well adapted to work in parallel with a larger number of 
compensated machines, and act as leaders, just as one 
governor acts on the whole station when in parallel with 
other engines of which the governors are not in use. 

In this case the compounded machine supplies the watt- 
current according to its output, and also, quite automatic- 
ally, the wattless current of the whole station. 

If, in addition to the generators, we also compound some 
of the larger motors in the above example, then the com- 
pounding has only to supply the wattless current of trans- 
formers on no load, small, non-compensated motors, and 
starting currents, | 

We see that it is now possible to have many combinations 
which give alternating current machines all the advan- 
tages of continuous current machines, while preserving 
their own inherent qualities. | 


THE HORSFALL REFUSE DESTRUCTOR 
AND FORCED DRAUGHT SYSTEM. 


AMONG the few firms who have made a success of refuse 
destruction—a success judged from either the sanitary or 
commercial standpoint—the Horsfall Destructor Co., Ltd., 
occupy 4 position in the front rank. They were amongst 
the first to recognise the failure, either as a perfect refuse 
cremator or an efficient steam raiser of the old-fashioned low 
temperature furnace, and the introduction of their high 
temperature furnace for this class of work practically gave a 
new lease of life to what was at one time a discredited 
system. 

The essential sanitary requirements in a successful refuse 
destructor are— 

1. High temperature in furnaces and flues. 

2. Complete incineration on the grate of all solid 
matter. 

3. Exposure of all products of combustion, including 
waste guses, to the highest temperature for as long a period 
as possible, in order to render them harmless, innocuous and 
inodorous. 

4. A secondary requirement is the prevention of the 
emission of dust from the chimney. 

When all the above points are realised, as they are in the 
Horsfall destructor, the results cannot be other than satis- 
factory from the point of view of the sanitariun. 

There is, however, another and important point to con- 
sider, which is a commercial one—viz., economy in operation 
and upkeep. 

This item means more than mere low cost of labour; it 
involves also a low initial cost and simplicity of design, 
the latter, of course, materially affecting both the labour 
item and the cost of repairs. 

The possible utilisation of the heat generated also depends 
very largely upon the design and general arrangement ; but 
the extent to which this can be made use of and the efficiency 
of the destructor as a steam-raiser are matters dependent to a 
large extent upon local conditions, as is aleo the profitable 
utilisation of the clinker and other residuals, Given equal 
conditions, there is probably very little, apart from first cost, 
to choose between the performances of the two or three types 
of destructors which are recognised as being representative 
of the best and most up-to-date practice. 

As is well known to those who have followed the develop- 
ment of the destructor furnace, the Horsfall Destructor Co. 
has never departed, except in matters of detail, from their 
original design, and the results obtained have amply justified 
their faith in the cellular arrangement. 

Each furnace is practically complete in itself, and consists 
of a grate having an area of about 25 sq. ft., at the back of 
which is a sloping drying hearth on to which the refuse is 
tipped from a platform above. The flue passes diagonally 
over the furnace, starting at the front and working back- 
wards to a main flue or combustion chamber. The gases 
given off from the drying refuse on the hearth must, there- 
fore, pass right over the fall length of the fire in order to 
reach the flue, and in doing so are rendered harmless, 


As the refuse in the grate is consumed, that on the 
hearth is raked forward and a fresh supply dropped on to 
the hearth. 

The temperature of the furnace is maintained at a very 
high point by means of a powerful forced draught, and 
Horfall’s may be justly styled the pioneers of the high 
temperature type of the destructor. 

The Horsfall destructor has the distinction also of being 
the first to be used in connection with electricity works. 
This was at Oldham, and during the years 1891 to 1896, 
the cost of repairs averaged only 2} per cent. on the capital 
outlay. The labour cost at the Oldham destructor is 92d. 
per ton, and the saving to the electricity works is equivalent 
to 6°3d. per ton of refuse burnt. 

In this country, Bradford is looked upon as the town 
which has brought the economical utilisation of destructor 
residuals to its highest pitch. The making of mortar, 
concrete, artificial flags, bricks, &c., from the clinker has 
been reduced to a commercial industry, and, instead of 
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costing the ratepayers anything to destroy their refuse, it is 
really a source of profit to them, the gain amounting to 
several hundred pounds a year. The six destructors erected 
in various parte of the town, capable of dealing with 300 
tons a day, are all of the Horsfall type. 

The Horsfall Co. are also credited with erecting the largest 
refuse destructor in the world. This is at Hamburg, 
and has a capacity of 280 tons per day. From the official 
report* prepared by the late chief engineer, Herr F. Andreas 
Meyer, upon the five years’ working from 1896 to 1900, we 
learn that not only has the destructor given every satisfaction 
from a hygienic point of view, but that the total expenses, 
including coste of cartage, labour, maintenance, repairs, office 
expenses, &., are, after deducting the income from the sale 
of clinker, electricity, &c., less than the expenses of transport 
to the surrounding agricultural districts would be if a 
destructor were not used. | 

The actual saving per annum, based on 74,000,000 kilos. 
ig 12,802 marks. 

This result must be highly gratifying to the Horsfall Co. 

One of the most successful destructors in London is that 
erected by the Horsfall Co. at the Fulbam electricity works. 

During a 16-hours’ test by the consulting engineer to the 
borough, the evaporation was 1:15 lbs. of water from and at 
212? F. per pound of refuse, over and above that required 
for the steam jets used for the forced draught. The finan- 
cial results have been во satisfactory that they were recently 
commented on in one of the dailies, under the headline 
* Gold in Rubbish." 

To comment on all the excellent results published in con- 
nection with this type of destructor would take up more 
space than we can spare, but the company will, no doubt, be 
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pleased to furnish copies of the tests and reports to anyone 
sufficiently interested to write for them. 

A not ancommon source of annoyance in connection with 
the use of destructors, is the fine dust which occasionally 
finds its way up the chimney, and the deposit iteelf in the 
vicinity. To prevent this the Horsfall Co. have designed 
. в dust catcher, which is placed in the main flue, consisting 
of a swirling chamber with baffle plates, which intercept the 
dust and cause it to settle before reaching the chimney. This 
device is shown in the accompanying plan of the Moss Side 
destructor, which is а good example of the latest practice. 

A noteworthy feature of this plant is the extremely low 
cost of labour. The stokers are paid 308. a week, and the 
trimmers 268. a week; only two men are employed in each 
shift of eight hours, the total cost of labour being only 74d. 
per ton of refuse dealt with. This is not a test figure, but 
an average cost during 12 months. 

As already mentioned, in order to make an economic 
success of refuse destruction, it is essential to utilise not only 
the heat developed, but to turn to account the bye-products, 
such as clinker, fased dust, and other solid residuals, This 
point has been fully developed by the Horsfall Co., who can 
supply not only the necessary machinery for making mortar, 
concrete, flags, and bricks from the clinkers, but also supply 
solder-extraction furnaces for the recovery of solder from the 
old tin cans that in some localities are found in considerable 
quantities in the refuse. 

Some figures given from actual experience show a profit 
over £1 a day as a result of the use of such a furnace. 

Quite apart from the subject of refuse destruction, the 
Horsfall Co. do a large business in the Laidis system of 
forced draught. This consists in an improved form of steam- 
jet blower, and the tests published show very marked 
increase iu economy by its use. Thus at Merthyr Tydvil 
the net evaporation in Lancashire boilers 30 ft. by 7 ft. 6 in. 
was increased from 7°21 to 10°04 lbs. of water per 1 lb. of 
coal, at a steam pressure of 75 lbs. per square inch. And 
among other results is one in Cardiff, where the evaporation 
was raised from 6:942 lbs. to 11:623 lbs., or, allowing for 
the steam used in the jets, the net evaporation was 11:15 lbs. 
per lb. of coal, an increase of 60 per cent. 


NEWCASTLE TRAMWAYS AND THE 
QUESTION OF DEPRECIATION. 


Мв. BowpzN (of the firm of Thomas Bowden, Son & Nepbew, 
chartered accountants, Newcastle-on-Tyne), the professional auditor, 
has presented his report to the City Council, date June 30th, 
1903, on the tramways system. We make the following extracts 
from this very timely and interesting document, and we believe 
that they will command the attention of all who have anything to 
do with the finance or managerial departments of electric tramway 
systems. 
The loans raised for tramway purposes amounted at 

March 25th, 1902 (after deducting £6,771 19s. 9d. 


repaid), to £683,228 0 3 
Add borrowed or transferred during the year, less 

instalments repaid and accrued ... is .. 90,397 5 9 
Outstanding loans at March 25th, 1903 ... .. £773,625 6 0 


During the year capital expenditure amounting to £230,256 has 
been incurred in connection with the undertaking :— Balance 
March 25th, 1902, £673,338; further expenditure, £230,256; 
balance March 25th, 1903, £903,594. The tramways were opened 
for traffic on December 16th, 1901, and since that date a regular 
service bas been maintained. 
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Deo. 16th, 1901, March 26th, 1902, 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE CORPORATION TRAMWAYS.—ABBIDGED REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


" In my last annual report to the Council I mentioned that as the 
tramways system, so far as then completed, had only been in 
operation some 34 months it was not considered that any usefal 
purpose could be served by preparing a statement of profit and loss 
for that period, but revenue accounts for the periods from 
December 16th, 1901, to March 25th, 1902, and March 26th, 1902, 
to March 25th, 1903, have now been prepared. These have been 
certified, and the table at the bottom of the page is an .abridged 
Statement for the 153 months ended March 25th, 1903 :— 

It is generally accepted that no balance ou revenue or profit and 
loss account can be considered as profit, until adequate allowance 
has been made for that deterioration in value which the yearly ex- 
penditure for repairs is not sufficient to permauently check. The 
rate of depreciation should be calculated on the probable “ life " of 
the property under ordinary conditions; and should provide against 


the inevitable wasting of the asset, assuming that it is kept as: fully 
repaired as possible out of revenue. | 

The conditions affecting municipal undertakings are somewhat 
different to those of private or publiccompanies. In the case of the 
latter, the capital of the subscribers when once received, is not 
repaid until the winding up of the company; consequently, careful 
provision is necessary before arriving at the divisible profit in order 
that the capital may be preserved intact, and that present share- 
holders may not be unduly favoured by improper payment of divi- 
dends at the expense of those who may come after. In the case of 
municipal undertakings, on the other hand, loans must be repaid 
within specified periods, and the general principle underlying the 
decision as to the term is supposed to be the “life " of the work for 
which the loan is granted. 

Hitherto these loans have been principally in respect of works of 
an unremunerative or unrealisable nature, or both, but now that 
municipalities have entered more energetically into the sphere of 
trading, conditions not originally anticipated have arisen. 

The loans for the tramways capital expenditure under the Act of 
1899 have been approximately granted on the following terms :— 
Permanent way, purchase of tramways and buildings, 30 years; 
machinery and electrical equipment, 20 years; cars, 15 years; 
although, in the Act of 1902, provision is made for the repayment 
of loans for equipment over 30 years. 

If the property comprised under the above division has, in each 
case, a probable “life” equal to the term for which the loan to 
pay for it has been obtained, and provided always that on the 
expiry of the loan, permission will be granted to re-borrow, further 
depreciation than the provision for the repayment of the loan 
would appear to be uncalled for. 

It is generally acknowledged, however, that the probable “ life " 
of certain of the assets of a tramway undertaking is shorter than 
the term for which the money is borrowed, and the consideration of 
the following questions becomes necessary. 

(a) Whether such & sum shall be provided, in addition to the 
loans fund contribution, as will be sufficient to renew the asset at 
the termination of its useful “life,” without having reoourse to 
re-borrowing ? р 

(5) Whether such a sum shall be annually set aside as will create 
a special repair fund, to maintain the system in a working condi- 
tion, in addition to the contribution to the loans fund ? 

(с) Whether only such sums shall be charged yearly as will leave 
the asset comparatively valueless at the date when the repayment 
of the loan falls due, redemption having been provided for that 

urpose independently ? 

e conclusion arrived at on the consideration of these questions 
will serve as а guide to the basis on which depreciation is to be 
calculated. 

It must be admitted that tbe experience with electric tramways 
being comparatively short in this country, it is difficult to estimate 
with precision, the probable “ life" of different sections of a tram- 
way undertaking; but in the light of such experience as has been 
gained, some precedents tave been established and a reference to 
these may be protitable. 

Mr. D. McColl, of the Glasgow Corporation Tramways, in a 
recently published book on tramway accounts, gives the following 
rates of depreciation :—Permanent way, £450 per mile of single 
track; rail bonding, 74 per cent.; ducts and manholes, 23 per cent.; 
feeder cables, 3 per cent. ; poles and rosettes, 3 per cent. ; overhead 
wires, —; section boxes, say, 44 per cent.; buildings, 23 per cent. ; 
machinery and plant, works, 74 per cent.; power and sub-stations, 
5 per cent.; rolling stock, 74 per cent.; furniture, 24 per cent. ; 
uniforms, 5U per cent. He also suggests, as an alternative, in a 
table of estimated income and expenditure, that depreciation should 
be calculated at the rate of 2 20d. per car-mile. 

During my audit I have had interviews with your tramways 
manager and engineer, Mr. A. E. Le Rossignol, and have seen the 


— — — — - — 


Deo. 16th, 1901, 


March 26th, 1902, 


Expenditure. to to Income. to to 
March 25th, 1902. March 25th, 1908. March 25tb, 1902. March 25th, 1903. 
M T a 3 „тоя DERE | 

| e ьа. £ а. d £ в. а. £ s à 

Power, sub-station and distribu- Traffic receipts ... 21,166 10 7 150,334 5 8 

tion expenses bas as 2,056 14 4 8,703 4 8 | Public lighting em Er — 3,100 0 0 

Public lighting ... | ; — 460 14 11 | Rents, advertising and sundries 413 6 387 16 O0 
General expenses Sue 1,403 5 1 9,133 1 10 
Traffic expenses А 8,080 18 8 56,731 5 7 
Maintenance 1.436 8 5 14,284 15 2 
Balance 8.193 18 0 64,508 19 6 

£21,171 4 1 | £153,822 1 8 £21,171 4 1 | £153,822 1 8 
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report on the subject of depreciation, presented by him jointly with 
the city engineer to the Tramways Committee. In this report it is 
stated that “ renewals can be met by laying aside annually a sum of 
£24,700” which it lis intended should be invested and allowed to 
accumulate. I understand that this calculation is based on the 
average probable useful “life” of the assete. | 

Further, the opinion as expressed by Parliament may aleo serve 
as a guide to the rate of depreciation on machinery and plant, and 
evidence of this is forthcoming in what is now generally known as 
the Dundee Clause," the latter part of which reads as follows :— 

“ Provided that if in any year the revenue exceeds such expendi- 
ture, the Corporation shall carry such excess to a reserve account to 
be used in providing for deficiencies and contingencies, and that 
should there be a deüciency in any year it shall be provided for in 
the estimate for the following year by drawing from reserve account 
or varying the tolls, fares and charges, or reducing working ex- 
penses, or be carried to a suspense account and reduced gradually 
over а period of years not exceeding five. Provided aleo that in 
making the estimates aforesaid and balancing accounts at the end of 
such year, the depreciation on machinery and plant shall be at 
3 cent. on the first cost thereof.” 

erate mentioned in the “Dundee Clause” would appear to 
be the minimum that Parliament is at present disposed to consider 
should be provided on plant and machinery in addition to the pro- 
vision for repayment of loans. 

By way of comparison, the approximate sums necessary to be pro- 
vided on the basis laid down by each of the authorities referred to 
are submitted :— 

(a) Messrs. Le Rossignol & Edge, in their report, 
consider that depreciation is taking place annually 
amounting to... oe T? T к — * 
which could be met by investing and accumulating 
annually £24,700. 

Norz.—This amount would be slightly increased on 
the total expenditure to March 25th, 1903. 

(b) Taking the percentages of depreciation recom- 
mended by Mr. McColl, and calculating on the amount 
of value of property considered by Messrs. Le Rossignol 
and Edge to be depreciating at a greater rate than that 
allowed for the repayment of the loan, the annual sum 
required is ... - € "e wes TA 

(c) Adopting Mr. McOoll's bases as far as they apply, 
calculating on the whole of the capital expenditure, and 
with a view to leaving a sufficient fund for the renewal 
of the undertaking, as well as leaving the same free of 
debt on the termination of the loans, the annual sum 
required would be. sve ist T e T 

(d) Calculated on the basis of 2:20d. per car-mile, the 
amount required would be ... ыз әве 925 it 
(Subject to increase when a full year’s running on the 
whole system is obtained.) | 

(e) The Dundee Clause which deals with deprecia- 
tion on plant and machinery only provides that 3 per . 
cent. shall be set aside. This in the case of Newcastle 
would appear to be about wae ie me .. £11,500 

The first four of these suggestions have for their object the 
renewal of each asset on the expiration of its probable “ life," thus 
keeping the system intact as well as leaving the undertaking free 
of debt at the termination of the loans period. 

The principle of calculating depreciation according to the car 
mileage (d) has much to recommend it, as periods of heavy traffic, 
such as holidays, entail a greater depreciation than periods when 
fewer passengers are carried. 

The Dundee Clause (е) deals only with depreciation on plant and 
machinery, and does not appear to provide for renewal of other 
assets, as, for instance, permanent way. | 

In the foregoing, depreciation only has been considered, but it is 
equally important tbat a reserve fund should be established to 
provide for any extraordinary expenditure that may become 
necessary in consequence of the antiquation " of the whole or any 
part of the system. Having regard to the comparative infancy of 
electrical science, there is every reason to anticipate that great 
changes may take place in the future, rendering existing systems 
liable to further heavy expenditure to keep pace with the altering con- 
ditions. A reserve fund is, therefore, necessary, во that, when the 
time comes, the changes may be carried out without bardship toa 
future generation who may be called upon to assume the remaining 
liability of the present loan debt. 

The Council have already before them an illustration of the 
necessity for considering this in the case of the old horse tramways. 
For some years to come the interest on the horse tramways loans 
will have to be provided, thus casting a burden on future rate- 

yere, who will have derived no corresponding benefit. The 
balanes available for depreciation and interest and redemption of 
capital is £69,452 108. 1d. 

The amount for interest on and redemption of loans during the 
period covered by the working of this system is £52,407 10s. 6d. 
Deducting this from the above surplus, there remains a balance to 
the credit of revenue account of £17,044 19s. 7d. available as the 
nucleus of a depreciation and reserve fund, the further annual 
provision for which will depend upon the basis decided upon by the 
Council. 

The balance to the credit of sinking fund account, representing 
loans repaid, amounts to £33,710 14s. ; the amount due to the City 
fund (for advances made during the construction period) after 
deducting £3,000 repaid, is £13,819 10s. 6d., exclusive of interest, 
which is in dispute. Included in the assets there appears an item 
under tbeiheading of Interest on, and redemption of loans during 
construction of £20,093 2s. 5d., which is to be written off out of 
revenue, as no power existe to capitalise, as is generally the case 
iu the construction of large vndertakings. | 


£32,543 


{ 
£28,916 


« £30,984 


£39,749 


Horses Tramways. 


Reference to the balance-sheet of the horse tramways will show 
that the liabilities of the Corporation, in respect of loans and stock 
en ec account amounted to £46,662. The available assets are as 

ollows :— 


Cash on hand, capital account £8,796 5 9 
1 » revenue account 5 822 10 10 : 
й — £14,618 16 7 
Stores estimated to realise ... af ses 284 10 0 
Debtor... an РУ re ans s 6017 6 


£14,964 4 1 


An amount due in respect of an. outstanding debt, £442 16s. 10s., 
is disputed and is not included. 

The invested balance ‘necessary, as at March 25th, 1903, to prc- 
vide, without further contribution, for the redemption of out- 


standing loans in 1925, should have been  ... . . £24,352 4 0 
The amount actually to the credit of this fund, as 
shown by the account was ds 15216 4 0 


— 


Leaving a further sum to be invested of £9,136 0 0 
It seems important that an investment should at once be made of 
the cash in hand on capital account, and of so much of the balance 
on revenue account as may be necessary to make up this amount. 
This would then leave a balance of £5,828 4s. 1d. available fcr the 
yearly payment of interest, amounting to about £1,530, which 
would suffice for nearly four years to come. After this balance has 
been exhausted, the interest in respect of these loans will become a 
charge on the rates unless taken over by the Tramways Committee. 


LEGAL. 


G. F. MILNES & Co. 


BEronRE Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady in the Chancery Division on the 
24th inst, Mr. MickLEN, K.C.. moved in the matter of the Bank 
of Liverpool, Ltd., v. George F. Milnes & Co., Ltd., and the Law 
Gnarantee Trust, Ltd., for the appointment of a Receiver in the 


business of George F. Milnes & Co, electric car and carriage manu- 


facturers, Liverpool, of which the plaintiffs and the Law Guarantee 
Trust were debenture holders. The bank also held 15,000 deben- 
tures payable on demand, and although they had demanded payment, 
nothing had been paid. The bank had for some time past been 
providing money for wages, &c., to enable the business to be 
carried on. 

Мт. Evs, K.C., for the defendants, eaid it was not quite true 
that the bank had been providing money to carry on the business, 
because it had been raised by overdraft. He asked that the matter 
should stand over for a week. They could pay the wages and carry 
the business on in the meantime without recourse to the bank, and 
they were prepared to give a reasonable undertaking to protect the 
bank. There was a prospect of disposing of the business on terms 
which would secure the bank and leave something for the share- 
holders. 

On the terms that the defendants undertook not to consent to 
any judgment against them nor to do anything which would pre- 
judice the debenture holders in the meantime, the motion was 
allowed to stand over. 


FiroBRD v. SCULLABD. 


AT Portsmouth County Court, on July 24th, Mr. E. T. Fiford, elec- 
trical engineer, of Southampton, sued Mr. Scullard, of the Totter- 
ава Hotel, Portsea, for £40 3a. 2d., balance of account due for 
installing the electric light at the hotel. Defendant counterclaimed 
for £35, the sum paid on account. 

Plaintiff's case was, that the fittings passed the Corporation test, 
and that when the work could have been finished in a day or two 
to meet the insurance company's conditions, plaintiff was refused 
admission. Plaintiff declared that the wire used was properly 
insulated, and that the work was well and properly done. 

For the defence, Mr. C. F. Quick, electrical engineer, of London, 
deposed that the fittings were dangerous. India-rubber was not 
used on the wires for the insulation, but a composition, while the 
switches, which were of cheap German make, were defective. The 
whole of the hotel had been rewired. 

Judge Оте said he thought the plaintiff had been badly treated, 
as he had not been given a chance to complete the work properly. 
He had done his work, though, іп a very scamping manner. There 
would be judgment for plaintiff for £3 on the claim, and the counter- 
claim would be dismissed. 


Evectric Tramways CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE CO. 


Tue petition of E. Horton aud others for the compulsory winding 
up of this company was in the list for hearing before Mr. Justice 
Byrne on Tuesday last. 

Mr. КІввү, who appeared for the petitioners, said that negotiations 
were still going of, and he understood the pcsition was unc 
Affidavits had been filed holding out hopes of payment in full, if 
time were allowed. As the petitioners did not want to destroy the 
assets, he would consent to an adjournment. 
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Mr. Аѕнтом Cross, for the company, said his clients hoped by the 
sale of some light railway orders to pay the debenture-holders and 
creditors in full, if time were allowed; but he was afraid there 
would not be any for the shareholders. 

After some discussion, Mr. Justice BYRNE directed the petition 
to stand over until the first petition day in next sittings, the under- 
taking given by the company not to consent to judgment in a 
debenture-holder's action, &c., being continued in the meantime. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


PLYMOUTH CoOBPORATION BILL. 


Tuis Bill which, during its progress before the House of Commons, 
was reported upon somewhat fully in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, on 
July 23rd, came before a Select Committee of the House of Lords 
presided over by Lord Camperdown. By the Bill it was sought to 
construct certain tramways in the borougb, and one outside the 
borough, and there were some rather large borrowing powers sought. 
The House of Commons Committee passed the preamble so far as 
the tramways were concerned, but strong exception was taken by 
opponents to the financial clauses, and charges of irregularity in the 
finance of the borough were made. As a result, the Committee 
finally passed the preamble, subject to the Government audit as set 
forth in Section 272 of the Tunbridge Wells Act being inserted. 

Mr. Batrour Browns, K.C., again represented the promoters, 
and said that with regard to the tramways the opposition of Devon- 
port was now confined to the point whether or not, in the assess- 
ment or amount they were to pay for running powers, the cost of 
widening the road should be included. 

Evidence having been heard the Committee announced that they 
did not intend to accept the amendment proposed by Devonport. 

Mr. Влтғосв Browns then addressed the Committee with regard 
to the audit clause, and said that when the clause was inserted in 
the Bill, Messrs. Burnard and Algar, who were the opponents, did 
not fully appreciate ite effect. Since its insertion negotiations had 
taken place with the opponents, and Bir Ralph Littler, K.C., who 

ted them, was prepared to consent to the exclusion of the 
Government audit for the subetitution of two new clauses providing 
for an audit by a skilled accountant, which would ensure a much 
more efficient audit of the accounts tban would be possible under a 
Government audit. | 

Sir R. LiTTLEB raid the үре new clause would provide а 
carefal check of the capital expenditure of the Corporation, and 
would protect the owners of property in Plymouth even more than 
a Government audit. 

The CzRAIBMAN adjourned the prcceedings to allow of the attend- 
ance of Mr. Boyce, of the Local Government Board. 

Mr. Bovon stated that the Board were not prepared to accept the 
clause p to be substituted for Clause 87 in the Bill, because 
the auditor appointed under the new clause would have no power to 
require dqcuments to be placed before him, nor would he have апу 
power to surcbarge. Further, the clause would not prevent over- 
drafte. If anything was wrong there was no power under the 
clause to have it put right. 

After considerable discussion, the CHAIBMANX announced thatithe 
Committee would not alter Clause 87 as placed iu tke Bill by, the 
. House of Commons Committee. 

After consultation with his clients, Mr. Влгғоов BROWNE an- 
nounced that the Bill would be жі ажр, 


P 
RoyaL COMMISSION ON LONDON TRAFFIC. 


Sm Davip BARBOUB presided on the 24th inst. over a sitting of 
the Royal Commission on Locomotion. 

Mr. Harry Epwi HawARD, the Comptroller to the London 
County Council, gave evidence in regard to the financial position of 
the tube railway companies of London. He said that the total 
capital involved in tube railway undertakings existing, authorised or 

amounted to £20,277,000. The amount was made up as 
llows :—Tube railways in operation, £7,518,000; in course of 
construction, <£18,493,000; authorised, but not commenced, 


£3,680,000 ; new railways (including extensions of existing railways) 


proposed by Bills as introduced into. Parliament this session, 
£20,586,000. Witness then gave in details the financial position of 
the Central London, the City and South London, and the Waterloo 
and City Railways, and also gave particulars of the large number 
of tabes in course of construction. He said that he had come to the 
following conclusions with regard to the raising of capital, &c. 
Great difficulty had been experienced in raising capital for the 
various enterprises. The Central London Railway made more than 
one unsuccessful attempt to issue its capital to the public in the 
ordinary way, and its stocks were finally syndicated and issued in 
blocks ; £672,000 of its 4 per cent. debenture stock was allotted 
to the Electric Traction Co, Ltd, the financial syndicate 
formed to construct the line. Then he understood that the issue of 
the Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton Guaranteed stock 
this year was unsuccessful, the underwriters having been left with 
50 per cent. of the total. The Waterloo and City Co., being under 
the wing of the London and South-Western Co., was in a special 
position. In referring to the cost per mile, he said that that varied 
considerably. The Central London cost about £554,000 per mile 
for construction and equipment, and further expenditure had been 
incurred since the line was opened. The City and Waterloo cost 
less than £400,0C0 per mile; and although the latter had no lifts, 


one-third of the line had to be constructed under compressediiair, 
and the terminal station at Waterloo was very costly owing іо! the 
necessary underpinning of part of the London and South-Western 
Railway terminus. The City and South London cost about 
£350,000 per mile. The cost of the Great Northern and City line 
was not yet known. The traffic receipts of all three undertakings 
actually at work were increasing, and the number of passengers was 
growing. In this connection he pointed out that each of the 
railways delivered its passengers in the heart of the City, 
two from the suburbs and one from an important terminus. 
The working expenses ranged between 45 and 55 per cent. of the 
gross receipts, but showed a tendency to the former figure. Those 
of the Central London stood highest at the present time. 
then dealt at considerable length with the financial inter-arrange- 
ments “ во far as known" of the Underground Electric Railways 
Co., of London, and Messrs. Speyer Bros, and the various tube 
companies, going into the history of the formation of the various 
com panies. 

At the conclusion of his evidence, Mr. Бралв SPEYER went 
into the witness box and asked to have an opportunity of 
contradicting certain statements made by witness with regard 
to the raising of the capital of the Underground Co. 

The CHAIRMAN said that they would hear Mr. Speyer when the 
Commisaion resumed its sittings. The Commission then ad jc urned 
for the vacation. The date of the next sitting was not announced. 


NORTH-WESTERN ELECTRICITY AND PowER Gas BILL. 


Тиш Bill was before a Select Committee of the House of Сош- 
mons, presided over by Sir F. Godson, several days this week. 

Mr. Влгғосв Browne, K.C., who opened the case for the pro- 
moters, said that the Bill was to incorporate & company which 
should have power to supply electricity and Mond gas over an area 
of 2,000 square miles, which area would include the whole of 
Cheshire and portions of Derbyshire, Staffordshire, and Flintshire. 
In the localities proposed to be supplied were a large number of col- 
lieries, iron works, and factories of various kinds, which would take 
power from the company. It was proposed to place generating 
stations at convenient pointe. The power would in the first place 
be supplied to authorised distributors. The company would not ' 
supply electricity for lighting purposes. By the use of Mond gas the 
promoters hoped to supply power four times as cheaply as could be 
done by means of steam. There were a large number of petitions 
against the Bill from local authorities, gas companies, &c. The 
Corporations of Stockport, Hanley, Birkenhead, Crewe, Manchester, 
and Stalybridge were amongst the local authorities in opposition. 

Mr. Н. А. Humpuesy, C.E., was called, and gave evidence at 
some length. He said that allowing for the difference in heating 
value, the price of the gas would be 8d. per 1,000 ft., against 2s. 9d., 
the average price charged for coal gas in the district. 

Mr. Н. A. Jones aud Mr. FERRANTI, engineers, also gave 
evidence. The last-named witness, cross-examined, said that be 
considered that the capital proposed to be raised, £1,500,000, 
would be sufficient. It would be absurd to raise a larger sum at the 
outeet of the undertaking. 

At this point the CHAIRMAN suggested that perhaps the pro- 
moters would consider whether they could leave Cheshire out of 
the Bill. 

Mr. WarLACE, K.C., for the promoters, said that that would not 
meet the views of the promoters. He could call a large number of 
witnesses to prove that the gas was really desired in Cheshire. 

The CHAIBMAN said that the question was whether the capital 
would be sufficient 40 enable consumers to depend on getting the 


gas. › 
On the following day Mr. WarraAcE submitted a proposal on 


behalf of the promoters to the effect that, so faras the Mond gas 
was concerned, Cheshire and Derbyshire should be excluded from 
the area of supply in the scheme. That would leave Staffordshire, 
Denbighshire and Flintshire to the promoters. The generating 
stations in Cheshire should supply electricity only. 

The CHAIBMAN, after consulting with the Committee, said that 
they were not inclined to leave Cheshire in the scheme for any 
purpose. With the exception of Cheshire they found the preamble 
of the Bill proved. Counsel for the promoters asked that they 
should be allowed to have a generating station at Bollington, near 
Macclesfield. This was refused by the Committee, but permission 
was granted for the erection of a generating station in North-West 
Derbyshire. 

In reply to a question by the CrainMaN, Mr. WALLACE said that 
the same capital as originally proposed for the whole of the scheme 
would be applied to the scheme as it remained. 

On Tuesday the clauses of this Bill were considered by the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, of which Sir F. Godson 
is chairman. 

Mr. BALFOUR BRowNE, K.C., said that he understood that his 
learned friend Mr. Lloyd, who appeared for Stockport, wished to 
bring up certain clauses, which he (Mr. Balfour Browne) hoped to 
be able to show were not necessary, but were already covered by 
the Bill. 

Mr. LLoxp said that the position was as follows :— Stockport had 
had to go to Derbyshire for a water supply, and large mains had 
been laid down, some of them being 27 in. in diameter. The pro- 
moters took power in the Bill to raise, sink, or otherwise alter the 
position of any of the mains which they thought necessary. He 
asked the Committee not to allow the company to do anything of 
the kind without the sanction of the Corporation of Stockport. The 
Corporation desired also to be further protected by the insertion of 
a clause preventing the company digging any trench for pipes, &с., 
within 3 ft. of the Corporation's 27-in. water mains. He submitted 
a further clause by which the Corporation were to hold the com- 
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pany liable for any extra expense incurred in connection with the 
water mains. With regard to any provisional order which the 
promoting company might obtain for purposes of distribution, 
counsel asked that such provisional orders should apply only to the 
company's area of supply, and should not be applicable to those 
counties which the Committee had already excluded from the 
scheme. 

Mr. Влгғосв BRowmR, in reply, said that the first clause was 
absolutely unnecessary, as the Corporation would be fully pro- 
tected. There were in existence in Lancashire water mains of 
much larger diameter than the mains of the Stockport Corporation, 
and yet there was no such clause as that suggested by Mr. Lloyd 
in the Lancashire Power Bill. In that case they were perfectly 
well satisfied with the protection of the general law. Then with 
regard to giving the Corporation notice of any repairs they found 
necessary, he contended that it was absurd to ask for a month's 
notice. As to the clause about provisional orders, he asked the 
Committee not to add the words “area of supply." 

Mr. LoD said that compensation for any damage done to the 
water mains of the Corporation would be of no use; it would not 
give them a water supply. In regard to the proposed clause 
stipulating for a month's notice, he said that that referred to 
alteration inthe mains. Under the existing law the company would 
be able to do any repairs without giving notice if they could show 
that the repairs were urgent. The Committee then considered the 
clauses and adjourned. 


BRIGHTON CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


Tais Bill was before Mr. Heywood Johnson's Select Committee of 
the House of Commons on Tuesday. The Bill as original promoted 
was to extend the tramway system of Brighton by the construction 
of a line of tramway to connect the station with the Pavilion by 
way of King's Road and North Road ; a line up Terminus Road and 
Buckingham Place to Seven Dials; a line from Seven Dials down 
the Montpelier Road; a line from Seven Dials up Dyke Road ; and 
a short piece of line from Seven Dials along Goldemid Road to the 
city boundary. Mr. Baggallay, K.C., opened the case for the pro- 
moters. He said that all opposition to .he Bill had been with- 
drawn. The population of Brighton wes between 123,000 and 
124,000, and the rateable value was £858,000. When the Bill came 
before the Lords, the Corporation were forbidden to commence 
tramway No. 4, which ran up to the station entrance, until they 
obtained powers to construct a tramway connecting that tramway 
with tramway No. 3, on the other side of the station. That was 
done to prevent peopla from getting out of one tramcar and 
crossing the station forecourt. The connecting link could 
be made by the Corporation purchasing the property known as 
the Terminus Hotel. The tramway would then carried over 
Trafalgar Street. The tramways would be worked electrically, as 
was tbe case with the existing tramways, and the current for the 
purpose would be generated at a power station at Shoreham Har- 
bour. Shoreham Harbour had been chosen as a site, as coal could 
be brought up to the generating station very cheaply. The current 
would be taken to Rrighton by а cable. At first it was proposed to 
lay the cable across the east arm of the harbour, but certain diffi- 
culties having been foreseen, such as the fouling of the cable by 
anchors, &c., it was now proposed to place the cables in an iron 
cylinder, 7 ft. in height, which cylinder would be approached at 
each end by a shaft with a headway of 10 ft. For the purpose of 
constructing this tunnel it was proposed to borrow £10,000. A 
number of witnesses were then called, including the Mayor of 
Brighton. Mr. T. B. Holliday, tramway engineer, said that the 
total estimated cost of the scheme was £55,000. In answer to the 
Chairman, Witness said that that sum did not include any land, but 
was merely for the construction and equipment of the lines. Mr. 
Kincaid] baving given evidence to show that the curves were safe, 
the Committee found the preamble proved. 


Tramway Orders Confirmation Bill (No. 1).—This Bill came before 
a Committee of the House of Commons on Tuesday, and was 
ordered to proceed as an unopposed Bill. 

Tramway Orders Confirmation Bill (No. 2).- On Tuesday the 
(‘hairman of Ways and Means considered this Bill. There was no 
opposition, and it was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Sheffield Corporation Bild. Lord Morley's Committee of the House 
of Lords considered this Bill on Tuesday, and the preamble was 
found proved. 

Croydon and District Electric Tramways.—This Bill was on Tues- 
day before Lord Morley’s (ommittee of the House of Lords, and 
was ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Coventry Electric Tramways.—On Tuesday this Bill came before 
Earl Morley's Committee of the House of Lords, and the preamble 
having been formally found proved it was ordered to go forward. 

Dover Corporation Bill.—This Bill came on Tuesday before Lord 
Morley's Committee of the House of Lords, and was ordered to be 
reported for third reading. 

Shropshire and Worcestershire Electric Power. — This Bill was before 
the Committee of the House of Commons on Tuesday, and was 
ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Salford Corporation.—' This Bill came on Tuesday before the 
Chairman of Ways and Means, and was ordered to be reported to 
the House. bese O Bir- UV per- о a › 

South Staffordshire) Tramways.—On Tuesday this) Bill was before 


` same by electrical power. 


the Committee ofthe House of Commons presided over by the 

Deputy-Chairman, and the preamble was found to have been 
roved. 

> Erith Tramways and Improvements.—This Bill came before Earl 

Morley's Committee of the House of Lords on Tuesday, and was 

ordered to be reported for third reading. 

Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation. —'This Omnibus Bill of the 
Kingston Corporation was on Tuesday before Lord Morley's Com- 
mittee as an unopposed measure, and was ordered to be reported for 
third reading. 

Bradford Corporation Bill.—The Bill which the Corporation of 
Bradford are promoting in this session came before Mr. Hey wood 
Johnstone’s Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
July 21st. The object of the Bill is to empower the Corporation to 
construct tramways, waterworks, &., and to exchange portions of 
their respective gas undertakings with the Urban District of 
Shipley, and to carry out various other undertakings. The pro- 
moters were represented by Mr. Waugh. He said that the Bill was 
unopposed, although it was down as an opposed measure. Mr. John 
H. Cox, the city surveyor, was called and gave evidence with 
regard to the proposed tramways. Witness said that the Corpora- 
tion owned tramways of a total length of over 39 miles, of which 
three miles were outside the city boundary. The tramways were 


all worked by electricity. The Corporation now desired to con- 


struct certain loop lines, the estimated cost of which was £9,397, to 
connect the existing tramways. The whole of the Corporation’s 
system of tramways was remunerative. Other sections of the Bill 
having been considered, a member of the Committee inquired why 
it was that the Great Northern Railway Co. were to be exempted from 
the clause dealing with electrical supply. Mr. Waugh replied that 
it was done as a result of a petition in the House of Lords. He 
understood that the exemption did not affect the Corporation, and 
he did not see any objection to it. The member asked if the effect 
would not be that the railway company alone would be entitled to 
demand connection without having to pay for a minimum supply of 
current. Counsel said that though it would give them that exemp- 
tion the contingency would not be likely to arise. The company 
bought from the Corporation direct in very large bulk, and they 
would not be likely to require only a small amount of electricity. 
The clause was to prevent a person who made bis own electric 
energy coming to the Corporation for a very small supply. The 
member said that it wovld give the railway company power to put 
down its own plantand yet have a claim on thetown supply. The 
Chairman considered that it would give the same power to any 
tenant of the railway company. Ultimately the clause was struck 
out, and the Committee declared the preamble proved. 

Dewsbury, Batley and Birstal Tramways.—Reporting to the 
House of Commons for tha Committee which considered this Bill, 
the Chairman of Ways and Means points out that the Bill confers 
powers on the Corporation of Batley in reference to the adoption 
of tramways within the borough for the purpose of working the 
It gives borrowing powers to the 
Corporation for the purpose of the erection and equipment 
of generating stations which are required for working 
their tramways. Such powers might be obtained under general 
Acts, but the monies borrowed could not under those Acts be 
charged on the security of the rent arising from the lease of the 
tram ways, or on the borough fund and borough rate as ue prin by 
the Bill. The borrowing powers were £44,100 for the adaptation 
of the Batley tramways, and £23,100 for the erection and equip- 
ment of station for generating electrical energy, and the period 
‘assigned for the repayment was in each case 30 years. 

Mid-Yorkshire Tramways | Bill. — The Deputy- Chairman has 
reported to the House of Commons in reference to this Bill that the 
time allowed for the completion of so much of tramway No. 1 as is 
within the Borough of Keighley is dependent on the failure of the 
Keighley Corporation to construct the tramway authorised by the 
Keighley Corporation Order for the present session of Parliament 
within the period limited by that Order, and might, therefore, be in 
excess of the period allowed by Standing Orders, Under the cir- 
cumstances the Committee did not think the Standing Orders need 
be enforced. | 

West Bromwich Corporation Bill.—By this Bill a portion of the 
Corporation’s Act relative to the construction of tramways in narrow 
roads is reported. It came before the Chairman of Ways and Means 
on Friday last as an unopposed measure, and .was ordered to go 
forward for third reading. 

Kingston ироп- Ний Corporation.—No opponents appeared before 
the Select Committee of the House of Lordson July 23rd, when 
this Bill came on, and it was ordered to be reported. 

Preston, Chorley and Harwich Tramways.—This Bill, which has 
already passed the House of Lords, and which incorporates a com- 
pany with a capital of £500,000 to construct tramways in tho 
districts named in the title, came on Friday last before the Deputy- 
Chairman’s Committee of the House of Commons. There was 
no opposition, and the Bill was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. 

Somerset Electric Power Bill.—Oa July 21st the Committee con- 
sidered the clauses. With regard to the use of energy for power, 
the Committee allowed 50 per cent. to be taken for lighting, 
although the Corporation of Bristol had asked that the amount 
should not exceed 20 per cent. Mr. Freeman, K.C., asked that the 
Committee should require meters to be provided, but the Chairman 
said that they could not settle a difficult question like that. On 
the question of appeal to the Board of Trade iu case of differences 
between the company and the Bristol Corporation, the Committee 
decided that the determination of the Board of Trade that the con- 
sent of the Corporation to the company supplying energy witbin 
the city, as it existed, had been unreasonably withheld (so as to 
entitle the company to supply under the Act to any particular 
customer), should in such case relate only to the particular supply 
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in respect of which the consent of the Corporation should have been 
withheld, and should not be deemed to authorise the company to 
supply energy within the city, as it existed, to any person other than 
the consumer to whose intended supply such determination should 
rule. The Bill was ordered to proceed. bie 

South Shields Corporation Bill.—This Bill came on July 23rd 
before Lord Morley's Committee of the House of Lords, and was 
5 be reported for third reading. The tramway estimate is 

Baker Street and Waterloo Raílway.—On July 23rd the above Bill 
was before Lord Morley's Committee of the House of Lords as an 
unopposed measure, and was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. It extends the time for the acquisition of lands and the 
completion of the undertaking. 


HOT WIRE ENCLOSED ARC LAMPS. 
By H. TOMLINSON-LEE. 


Ir is generally accorded by those who have an intimate 
knowledge of arc lamps that in most cases the cause of break- 
down is from dash-pot troubles, the ultimate result being the 
burning of the coil. 

It would appear that the coil is inseparable from the dash- 
pot, and that the dash-pot is the principal cause of trouble 
with the enclosed arc lamp. A partial remedy is to be found 
in so proportioning the coil and plunger that a reserve force 
їз obtainable. to overcome the increasing friction of a dirty 
dash-pot, but the limit to this method is soon reached, and 
after all it is only postponing the inevitable. 

Since it is impossible to effectually eliminate dust, it is 
somewhat curious that no serious attempt was made to 
grapple with the question from a fresh standpoint until 
August, 1901, when Mr. C. E. Foster applied for Letters 
Patent in respect of a “hot-wire” lamp. It is true that 
others had got as far as the Patent Office before Mr. Foster, 
bat they no doubt discovered that, although the idea was 
comparatively easy of conception, it was a very difficult 
matter to put it into practical form. 

A later patent was applied for by Mr. Foster in December, 
1901, after an interval of patient research and experiment, 


with the result that nine-tenths of the difficulties hitherto 
inseparable from the solenoid-controlled arc lamp have been 
overcome, and the solenoid abolished. 

The ** Foster " lamp is not perfection or infallible, but it 
certainly has fewer weak points, fewer fine adjustments and 
more chances of long life than is possible with the solenoid 
lamp. The fact is that few arc lamps of the earlier designs 
get the skilled attention their construction demands, For 


simplicity it cannot be denied that the Foster” lamp is 
facile princeps. Fig. 1 shows the complete lamp, 
while fig. 2 is a sketch of the mechanism. The spring 
is in tension, and tends to raise the washer-clutch ci, 
through the agency of the piece r, the link x, and 
the levers Nand м. It is prevented from doing so by the 
thermo-expansive strip s. "When the lamp is switched on 
the strip 8 becomes comparatively hot; the vertical 
expansion во obtained, is multiplied approximately by the 
cosecant of the angle between the strut B and the strip 8, and 
transferred in a horizontal direction by the interposition of 
the strut, and the clutch is raised thereby. The resultant 
of the forces in the spring and the strip is upward in the 
strut, and is taken on the point of the same, which works in 
a centre and without friction. | 
The friction of the carbon sheath c, in the tube a and of 
the carbon at the chimney bush c, is negligible, as also at 
the trunnions of the levers N and M and the link x, whose 
duty is to transmit the difference between the forces in the 
spring and strip respectively to the clutch for the raising and 
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holding in the right position of the top carbon c. This 
difference, which is, of course, in favour of the spring, is so 
little in excess of the weight of the carbon and the sheath 
that the strain of the strip when hot is but a few ounces ; 
the strip will stand without permanent elongation at least 
10 times the strain that the spring can possibly produce in it, 
and will carry about three times the striking current without 
deterioration. 

There is nothing in the lamp which, in the ordinary sense, 
is not fireproof. Current is carried by direct connections to 
the carbons, and there is no possibility of sparking at rabbing 
surfaces. The carbon sheath, clutch and chimney may be taken 
out, cleaned and replaced in a few minutes without taking the 
lamp down, and a new strip or any of the parts can be 
replaced with equal facility. "This should certainly appeal 
to the consumer, especially where a large number of lamps 
are used. 

The mechanism proper of the“ Foster" arc lamp weighs 
81 oz., and there is ample margin of safety even with these 
figures The strip is the soul of the lamp, it being 
responsible for the control of the striking and feeding 
mechanism. A strip which had been in a lump used for out- 
side lighting for over two years was lately examined. It 
was, of course, very dirty, but not rusty; no stretch was 
perceptible, and its action was as prompt as when first 
installed. It was tested up to 30 lbs., and broke at 46 lbs. ; 
it exhibited great toughness, and the elongation before frac- 
ture was about 15 per cent. It may reasonably be expected 
that the life of a strip will be at least five years. If a 
strip fails a new one can be hooked on and connected by 
screws at each end in five minutes or less, and the dirty parts 
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removed, cleaned, and replaced in another five minutes—all 
this without removing the lamp, and at a cost of a few 
shillings. One cannot help contrasting this with the burnt- 
up solenoid lamp, which ‘ must go back to the factory " for 
a month or so to wait its turn to be repaired, and then at a 
cost of from 30s. to 50s. 

The foregoing remarks are intended to prove that the 
new lamp, in striking ont into a new path, has entirely 
avoided the traps and pitfalls of the old one, and is, there- 
fore, more likely to cause a reaction in favour of arc lighting 
by old users and others. 

It is almost eelf-suggestive that the avoidance of the coil 
and dash-pot should bring with it additional advantages, and 
such is really the case. Mr. Foster finds that very little 
more than the internal resistance of the lamp and mechan- 
ism—about 2 ohms—is needed on direct current. Mr. 
Foster deals with high-voltage circuits by connecting three 
lamps in series, and he finds tbat in a case of 240 volts no 
resistance other than that of the thermo-expansive strip was 
necessary. The current was 5'5 amps. and the volte across 
the carbon points totalled 216 or 72 volts per lamp. Solid 
carbons were used, and there was no unsteadiness. This 
amounts practically to getting 50 per cent. more light for 
the same consumption of power as compared with the usual 
method. Similar results were obtained on a London circuit 
of 220 volts continuous. On 100 to 200 and 220-volt 
circuits the saving is from 10 per cent. to 25 per cent. 

But it is on alternating circuits that Mr. Foster appears 
to get the best results. Ап alternating lamp has been under 
the observation of the writer, adjusted to work off a trans- 
former ; the current is 2°25 amps. at 220 volts, periodicity 
50, consumption 495 watts, total losses in transformer, 
choking coil, &c., 58 watts. The transformer, which is a 
3-way compensator of Mr. Foster’s design, will manipulate 
two other similar lamps, and when the three lamps are 
switched on they are burning in series, each of the three 
sections of the transformer being a shunt across one lamp 
in the usual way. The power factor of the lamp itself is 
unity, and the choking coil absorbs very little power. 
* Foster" lamps will burn with non-inductive resistance in 
circuit, but the efficiency, though good, is not as high as is 
obtainable by the introduction of inductance. It is, how- 
ever, anticipated that it will shortly be possible to abolish 
the choking coil, when the power factor of the whole 
circuit will be practically unity on an alternating current 
circuit. 

As these lamps work three in series on 220-volt alterna- 
ting current, it is to be presumed that they will work 
equally as well on circuits of higher voltage. 

Perhaps the most remarkable characteristic of this lamp is 
its apparent indifference to circuit conditions, as will be 
shown by the following experiment. The writer was shown 
a pair of lamps adjasted to burn on 220-volt continuous 
circuits, and connected also by a double-pole throw-over 
switch to a 220-volt alternating circuit, periodicity 50. 
These lamps were switched over from a continuous-current 
circuit to an alternating-current circuit «without the arc 
breaking. There was the usual difference in the light, but at 
first it was difficult to realise that any change had actually 
taken place. 


[We were recently favoured with an opportunity of 
inspecting a number of these lamps, burning under different 
conditions. The working of the lamps left nothing to be 
desired ; the simplicity of the mechanism, and its smooth 
dead-beat operation, were most noteworthy—we never saw 
the lamps blink in the act of feeding, or misbehave in any 
other way. The extinction of one of three lamps in series 
on 220 volts A C., with compensator, apparently in no way 
affected the other two. We also saw the interesting ex- 
periment referred to by Mr. Tomlinson-Lee—the switching- 
over of two lamps in series from D.C. to A.C., and vice versá, 
without extinction of the arc.—Enps. Erre. Rkv.] 


Hythe Lighting.—An understanding has been arrived 
at with the Folkestone Electricity Co. with regard to the public 
lighting of the borough, whereby ít becomes entirely responsible. 
The T.C. will pay the company £560 per annum, covering all 
charges. Any further lamps are to be paid for at an inclusive fee 

' £3 15s. per annum, the Corporation providing the posta. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Protection or Fair Trade? 


(This letter is in reply to the article under the above 
heading, which appeared in our issue of the 17th inst. This 
article was communicated to us, and it is understood that 
Mr. Byng addresses the author in his reply.) 

I am glad that you have opened your columns to the dis- 
cussion of our fiscal policy—a subject upon the solution of 
which the weal or woe of the country must depend. You 
were good enough to take as your text extracts from my 
book on Protection; this is the reason why J ask for the 
hospitality of your columns, in order to revert again to the 
subject. | 

То the casual reader you are apparently antagonistic to 
my views ; this, however, is not the case. I have lately 
had large experience in converting so-called convinced Free 
Traders, and I recognise in your arguments the usual 
favourable symptoms preceding a sudden conversion. Your 
case is not hopeless. I acknowledge you use some very hard 
names against us ‘‘discourteous”  Protectioniste, and 
against the “ great evils of Protection" ; yet you who call 
yourself a Free Trader, and I, a Protectionist, agree sub- 
stantially on many arguments and facta. You only choose 
to disagree with me as to the necessity of a remedy and as 
to the remedy itself. No doubt this will surprise you, but 
in order to convince you of your errors I will use your own 
arguments as a basis, I only ask you to follow me when 


my conclusions differ from yours. 


Selfishness.—You begin by saying that It certainly 
strikes one in reading the arguments of Protectionists that 
they are all based primarily on the basis of each man 
Speaking for himself, or the special industry in which he is 
directly interested.” 

Here we thoroughly agree. Protectionists argumenta are 
first and foremost selfish, but we glory in this. We claim 
that our arguments are a thousand times better for it. We 
say that matters connected with so-called * Free Trade" 
concern traders and manufacturers before anyone else. Their 
arguments, based on their own experience, should carry more 
weight than those of learned professors, whose unselfishness 
is generally on a par with their inexperience. We say that 
& man who is not selfish is no g to bimself, nor to his 
enterprises, nor to his country. We go further. One of our 
greatest complaints is the unselfishness of our opponents. 
We accnse our agriculturalists and landed proprietors of 
unselfishness amounting to cowardice. They have allowed 
free import of all agricultural produce, which has reduced 
their rents and the capital value of land to an extent 
estimated at nearly £2,000,000,000. Free Traders may 
admire such unselfishness, but we Proectionists assert that 
it is an enormous loss to the nation as a whole. 

We also resent the unselfishness of lawyers in laying down 
the law upon the rise and fall of wages, when they never pay 
wages themselves. We resent the unselfishness of so-called 
* economists " and “experts, who have never imported or 
exported a sixpennyworth of goods, and who want to tell us 
how our imports are paid for. And above all, we object to 
the unselfishness of some journalists who wish to teach us 
“selfish " manufacturers the laws of the cost of production, 
when they have never produced anything but сору " 
themselves. 

I acknowledge in full that selfishness of which I have often 
been accused. I will quote from p. 246 of my book as 
follows :—“ I have written this book with an object; that of 
securing for my industrial enterprises the protection which I 
deem imperative for their continuance and success." 

I have spoken, written, and agitated for Protection, 
primarily for myself, my factories, and my workpeople. But 
I claim that in looking after myself I am advancing the 
best interests of the country in which I live, and if I 
honestly believe (as I do) that our present fiscal system 
jeopardises my fortune and the earning power of my work- 
men, then I consider it not only my right, but my duty, to 
let my views be known to all those who can help me to 
alter it. 

I will not take your argumenta in rotation, but according 
to their degree of importance, as there is repetition in some 
of them, and others can be treated under one heading. 
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Cost of Production:—To manufacturers this is all 
important. It is also important for the nation at large. If 
it can be proved that the cost of production here is higher, 
owing to our import policy, then it follows that our position 
as a manufacturing nation cannot be upheld for long. I 
have set that forth in my book with much deliberation, 
and, as I thought, with clearness ; yet you profess to mis- 
understand the meaning of my argumenta. In this respect 
you stand almost alone. All my critics have acknowledged 
the correctness of my quantity argument. The great French 
Free Trader, M. Yves Guyot, states in the Forlniyhily 

veview for July :— Mr. Chamberlain took an example out 
of Mr. Byng’s book on ‘ Protection.” Mr. Byng was 
speaking of watches: Mr. Chamberlain substituted pounds 
sterling ; that is the only difference.“ 

But in spite of your seening scepticism you practically 
agree with me by saying, ** One knows that by manufactur- 
ing standard parts in large quantities the labour cost and 
the expenses may be very considerably reduced." Here we 
both agree, and, starting from a common basis, may I ask 
you to follow me a little further. 


The quantity which a manufacturer can produce depends 


upon the quantity he can sell, and his selling capacity again 
depends upon the number and size of his markets. 

Markets.—Therefore, the markets at the disposal of the 
producer must be acknowledged to rule the conditions 
which determine the cost of production. A manufacturer 
ia a protected country has his own and our markets to sell 
in. For instance, an American has 70 million people, plus 
40 millions to sell to; I bave only 40 millions, and these 
I have to share with my competitors throughout the world ; 
(this omits the neutral markets where we are supposed 
to b2 on an equality, but even there an Englishman is 
handicapped). | 

If my contentions are right (and you admit them in 
the main) the old Free Trade theories must go by the 
board. The basis of all these theories is cheapness; “a 
Free Trade country can manufecture more cheaply than a 
Protectionist country." The truth is quite the reverse ; 
and when realising the fearful meaning of this truth, one 
cannot help shuddering when thinking of the abyss before 
before which we at present stand. 

The question of markets leads to another favourite theory 
of the kindly Free Trader, namely :—Free Trade will 
bring peace and goodwill amoogst nations. Ever since we 
have had Free Trade, England has been at war in some 
part of the world or other. We have been trying to 
conquer new markets all over the globe. Why? Because 
we have given away our own market and are being shut 
out from others with more severity year by year. So much 
for the connection between Free Trade and peace and good- 
will of other nations towards us. 

Wages.—You attempt to ridicule my statement regarding 
wages. I stated that I am prepared to pay higher wages if 
I have a protected home market to sell in, and preference 
in our Colonies. You compare me to the seller of tea 
who throws in a tea service with a pound of tea, and you 
call my undertaking ‘specious sophism " ; saying that I 
wish to take in the simple, and to misle my workmen, Let 
anyone who understands the methods of modern mamu- 
facturing judge between us. If I havethat security which 
Protection would give me by a large and continuous demand 
for my manufactures, I can be enterprising. I can lay 
out my works upon a large scale; specialise every part; 
adopt piece work throughout; save in supervision in the 
drawing office, in the counting house and on the com- 
mercial side. i 

I maintain that if I can do all this, E can pay higher 
wages and greatly reduce the cost of production. There is 
notbing Utopian, neither sopnistry nor any *'tea-service 
speculation " about this. 

But here again, in spite of your little pleasantries, you do 
not disagree with me. You say after all, * accepting, how- 
ever, the rise in wages" Thank you for so much. But 
then you say, “the manufacturer does not pay them; the 
buyer, as usual.” Here you drift into the consumer 
argument and I will give you my answer to this presently. 

Relaliation.—But before I do this, let me say a word 
about your views on retaliation: they are delightfully 
amusing to me. О Sancta Simplicitas! After having 
giving us three columns upon the iniquities and “evil of 


Protection,” you indulge in 20 lines as full of condemnation 
of Free Trade as ever was penned by myself or any other 
Protectionist. I must quote some of them :— 

* [t is easy, though very unsportemanlike, to find a man 
whose hands are tied behind him, and we are in the position 
of that man, unable to retaliate.” 

* Foreign countries have taken every advantage of this 
position to impose those harassing and damaging tariffs on 
some of our staple industries, some of which have been 
irretrievably ruined in consequence." 

I must confess I have never written anything better than 
this in all my denunications of the follies of our so-called 
“ Free Trade.” However, I do not like the expression 
* unsportemanlike." I do not think our foreign opponents 
care much whether their trade methods are considered 
“ gportsmanlike" by us ог not. But better is to come. 

You were evidently alarmed after having written this 
paragraph; it so clearly points to the urgent necessity of 
introducing countervailing duties. This would be nothing 
more or less than ** Protection." You realise that you could 
not have retaliation without Protection ; in fact, the words 
are almost synonymous; and this is how you endeavour 
to extricate yourself out of such an uncomfortable 
position :— : 

* Let it be clearly understood among foreign nations that 
with what measure they mete to this country, it shall be 
measured to them . . . and the necessity for retaliation 
will soon be largely removed." 

That is what I call diplomacy (of the losing kind), which 
certainly is not business, You want to substitute the threat 
of retaliation for the real article, viz., the imposition of duties. 
This is the weapon that Mr. Chamberlain asks for; but 
your plan * won't wash." You would be the laughing- 
stock of the Germans and Americans even more completely 
than you Free Traders are now. Take my advice, and do 
not play with the fire of “ Protection.“ There is no middle 
course, no compromise; you must either be the “ Free 
Trader" out and out or the **Protectionist." Do not try 
to be a “ Retaliationist " or a Fair or Freer Trader. Free 
Trade must either stay in its complete and unadulterated 
form or go; it is a religion, a fetish, a ghost. If adversity 
comes, you must still believe and say, * Allah is great." 
You must never doubt it in the smallest degree. Above all, so 
gay your High Priests, you must not inquire, for inquiry is 
a deadly sin. Once challenged, Free Trade, like a sp ctre, 
will vanish. You bave practically challenged a spectre. 
You have (though reluctantly) admitted many of its faults 
and disadvantages. 

You grant that this country, which under Protection 
used to be the manufacturers of the world, “ has to go abroad 
for the equipment of some of our largest undertakings." 

You grant that money goes out of the country to buy all 
those articles which we can make ourselves (although, 
according to you, not 80 cheaply). 

You grant that quantity pays, and you do not deny that 
the selling of quantities depends upon the markets we can 
sell: in. 

You grant the dumping process directed against our 
staple and other industries, * some of which have been 
irretrievably ruined." 

You grant that universal Free Trade is the ideal condi- 
tion, and you do not deny that during our Free Trade 
period, walls of tariffs are being built up against us, and we 
are receding further and further from that ideal condition. 

You grant that we are greatly handicapped, that * we 
have to fight with hands tied behind us”; and that “ we 
have offered the other cheek to the smiter, which he has not 
hesitated to strike.” 

But, you ask, Is there no reply?” You certainly give 
that reply; throughout your srticle you give it directly or 
indirectly. It is, I acknowledge, the only reply to give. 
And these are your words :—** The purchase of all foreign 
electrical machinery has been a boon to the purchaser." 

Answering Mr. W. H. Wilson, with reference to the 
printer who bought a foreign-made motor 70 per cent (sic.) 
cheaper than the English, you say :—“ The printer ів £70 
better off." 

You вау, again :—“ The buyer pays as usual;" “The 
purchaser has to come in and pay for all" This is your 
answer, and this is the sole reply of Free Traders since the 


time of Cobden. 
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ИН this be a trae and good answer, something might be 
said in favour of Free Trade, and in mitigation of the 
enormous disadvantages to which Free Traders are exposing 
our country. 

I propose to prove to you that your answer is not a good 
one, that it is fallacious in its theory and in its actual 
working. | 

But I have already trespassed on your space for this week. 
What I have to say is of some length, and requires delibe- 
ration in writing. Therefore, with your permission, I will 
conclude in your next issue. 

Ө. Byng. 


Electrically-driven Road Vehicles. 


In your leader of June 26th you call attention to the 
comparatively small audience attracted by my short paper at 
the recent engineering conference on the Applications of 
Electricity to Driving Carriages in Towns." 

Personally, I was not surprised at the small attendance, as 
these conferences took place at a very inconvenient hour for 
most central station engineers, who are really those most 
interested in studying and forwarding this development of 
the use of electrical energy. I-think, however, a good many 
of them are fully alive to the necessity of this, and I believe 
that during the next few years we shall see that electrically- 
driven vehicles will, for town purposes, take a leading 
position for street traffic. | 

In the few minutes given to me to reply on the discussion, 
I was quite unable to do justice to most of the important 
points on which future success depends. р 

The advances that have been made in other forms of 
automobilism, first with the petrol-driven, and second with 
the steam-driven car, have paved the way for the advent of 
electromobiles. The petrol cars have encouraged a taste 
for travel, s.e., have enabled town dwellers to get into the 
country and enjoy themselves by seeing the beauties of the 
home counties. At first the majority of motor-cars were 
used for this purpose, but these pleasure cars were found во 
convenient for business purposes that their use has rapidly 
extended as a rapid means of communication in the streets 
of towns in spite of several disadvantages such as noise, 
smell, escape of steam and similar matters, As soon аза 
few properly equipped electromobiles were put on the streets 
it was seen what important advantages they offered for town 
traffic. Their freedom from any of the above objections, 
and, in addition, the ease with which they can be managed 
by unskilled persons, has put them into a different category 
from the ordinary motor-car, which requires that the owner 
should pay a skilled attendant. I am certain that so long 
as such skilled attendance is necessary, the motor-car will 
continue to be a luxury, or when used for commercial 
purposes its use will be confined to large establishments, 
but as soon as we can produce electromobiles either for 
private or public passenger transit in town or for public or 
private carriage of goods, the demand for them will become 
enormous, provided that the cost of upkeep will compare at 
all favourably with the cost of horse-drawn vehicles. 

One of the things that I hoped that the discussion on my 
paper would bring out very clearly is that the electromobile 
in its present form only requires careful management in one 
point, that is, as regards the care of the accumulators, and 
that in our present. state of knowledge all that is necessary 
to deal with this defect is, that the users should have as 
little to do with the charging, care, and upkeep of the 
accumulators as possible; in other words, that the future of 
electromobilism is at present solely a question of the 
establishment of suitable organisations for the furnishing at 
many charging centres of properly charged accumulators, 
which can be readily put into any vehicle at a few minutes’ 
notice. In order to do this it is evident we must decide on 
standards, that is to say, we must standardise the size, weight, 
power and E.M.F. of the boxes of accumulators that are 
necessary to drive these vehicles, and I am glad to say that 
since my paper was read the Engineering Standards 
Committee have decided to form a sub-committee for this 
very purpose with Mr. Worby Beaumont, whose knowledge 
of automobolism of all kinds is second to none, as its chair- 
man. 


R. E. Crompton. 


€ Lighting.” 


Under the above title, a letter from the pen of Mr. J. T. R. 
Wilson appeared in the Scotsman for May 18th last, and I 
enclose herewith a cutting from that paper, in the hope that 
you may be able to find room in your valuable paper for at 
least a short extract. So far as I am aware, no comments on 
Mr. Wilson’s letter have been published, but as his figures 
and statements are so very much in favour of gas for street 
lighting, I think, in the interesta of the public, it would be 
unfortunate if the results he has arrived at were allowed, in 
their present form, to pass as unquestionable facts. It is, 
however, most difficult to criticise these results, as no details 
are given as to how the candle-power and maintenance 
figures are arrived at. I should therefore be glad if Mr. 
Wilson would give us full details. 

His results, backed by these details proving them to be 
correct, would form a most valuable contribution to the, at 
present, much too meagre information available on so 
important a subject as comparative street lighting. On 
the other hand, if convincing proofs of the accuracy of the 
results are not forthcoming, Mr. Wilson's enthusiasm in 


` favour of gas lighting will, I am sure, not be shared by 


many. 

It will be understood that I am not referring to the street 
lighting of any one particular town or city, Edinburgh, for 
instance, but to the broader subject “street lighting 


generally," which Mr. Wilson includes in his letter. 


The figures given in the Sco/sman are so much in favour 
of gas that in connection with Mr. Wilson's statement to 
the effect that he is convinced that street lighting by 
means of arc lamps is out of date," one is constrained to 
ask, Ате his figures the result of his conviction, or hia con- 
viction the outcome of reliable data obtained by careful and 
accurate experimenta ? ” 

To go through all the points in the letter would, I am 
sure, take up much more of your valuable space than you 
can spare, but I should like to call attention to the 
following :— 

1. The candle-power and maintenance figures, from 
which the cost per C.P. of gas and arc lamps can be obtained, 
require considerable explanation. 

2. It is unfair to assume that a 350-c.P. gas lamp ів ав 
good as a 500-C. . arc lamp for the purpose in question, 
especially when it is remembered that for a well-lighted 
street, candle-power at the street surface is not the only 
desideratum. 

3. The table showing the progress of gas lighting could, 
without much difficulty, be supplemented by another showing 
the progress of street lighting by electricity, the results being 
even more startling in view of the fact that the latter 
illuminant has very frequently to compete with gas, for 
which the mains and connections are already laid and made. 

I would also like to draw the attention of your readers, 
many of whom are no doubt interested in this subject, to 
your issue of March 20th last, in which appeared an 
abstract of various reports made on street lighting in the 
City of Westmirster, by Mr. J. W. Bradley, the C.ty 
engineer. May I ask Mr. Wilson to kindly give details 
similar to those given in these reports ? 

In conclusion, let me add that the marked improvement. 
in gas lighting which has been effected during recent years 
must be—and, I think, is—acknowleged ; and my only 
excuse for trespassing on your space is my desire that the 
whole truth relating to such matters as the one in hand 
should, in the interests of all concerned, be published. 


A. J. Hodgson. 
Chelmsford, July 20/7, 1903. 


Mr. Snell’s Presidential Address. 


I cannot allow the leader in your current number to pass 
without calling attention to a misquotation from my recent 
address to the Incorporated Municipal Electrical Associa- 
tion. I do not admit “that I feel the disadvantage of 
municipalities whose governing powers are limited to certain 
defined areas undertaking business which can 
be most successfully worked over districts embracing the 
areas of numerous local authorities” (in other words, by 
power companies). What I did endeavour to express was 
the unfair disadvantage imposed upon municipalities by the 


* 
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present financial regulations. 
the restriction of area. 

Bat it is your partial extract from my address of which I 
have more to complain. I commenced a paragraph with 
these words: ** All municipal electrical undertakings should 
be granted a period of 42 years for the repayment of loans. 
Each application for a loan should be subjected to an 
inquiry of the Board of Trade. .. and it should be 
compulsory upon the municipal authority to set aside an 
additional sum (over and above the sinking fund thereby 
entailed) of 14 per cent. of the value of the capital 
expended, commencing not later than two years after such 
expenditure had been made to form a depreciation fund." 

Now, you have carefully left out the first portion of this 
paragraph, and have commenced your reference at the words 
* each application for a loan, &c.," ingeniously extracting 
my advocacy of a depreciation fund, and absolutely omitting 
any reference whatsoever to the extension of the period for 
repayment of loans. Is this quite fair? It is a mis- 
quotation, for the reason that an essential factor is omitted ; 
and your partial extract from my address is an unfair mis- 
representation of my views, which I cannot allow to pass. 


John F. C. Snell. 


[We regret that Mr. Snell regards our treatment of his 
address as unfair. The first passage was an inference, not a 
quotation— still less a misquotation; in the second, we 
showed that Mr. Snell accepted the sound principle of 
allowance for depreciation, which has nothing to do with 
repayment of loans, and we welcomed his statement as being 
in substantial agreement with our own contention. Moreover, 
the address was printed almost in er/enso in our issue of 
July 10th.—Eps Екс. REv.] 


I said nothing at all about 


Fuse Wire. 


My attention as been drawn to a letter appearing in your 
journal of the 10th inst. from Mr. N. C. Woodfin re Fuse 


Wire. Mr. Woodfin gives some figures proving the un- 


reliability of fuse wirea as commonly supplied. 

My firm has made a large number of tests of wires and 
strip, and we can fully bear out his figures. In fact, we 
have found a still greater difference between the actual 
fusing poiut and that at which they were rated. In addition 
we found that there was no fixed standard to which we 
could work. 

Two years ago we were experimenting with wires and 
strip, and we have for some time supplied fuses, wires and strip 
which have been calibrated and tested and are guaranteed. 
We have prepared tables plotted in the form of curves, 
showing the varying points of fusing for different distances 
between terminals, which Mr. Woodfin might wish to 
examine. 


: W. Macdonald. 
London, July 28ih, 1903. 


Development of the Current Interrupter. 


The writer of the article оп “ The Current Interrupter ” 
and others state that the Wehnelt break may be used оп ап 
alternating current circuit. 

This is not the case, for, if so used, the platinum tip is 
rapidly disintegrated, and the particles torn off, collecting in 
a sludge at the bottom of the vessel. Moreover, the coil, 
being so worked, will give only from 25 to 50 per cent. of 
the spark-length obtainable when using continuous current. 

Again, except, perhaps, when using low pressure laboratory 
currente, interrupter tips made of ebonite, fibre, rubber, &c., 
are abaolutely useless ; they must be made of glass, porce- 
lain, lava, or some like substance (ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
Vol. 49, page 759). 

The action of the break appears to be purely mechanical, 
and the dispensing with the ordinary condenser i8 not due to 
any capacity at the terminals of the interrupter (though some 
have used this as an example for resonance), but to the 
extremely sudden break caused by the explosion of the gases 
round the anode. 


Mortimer Codd. 
London, July 28th, 1903. 
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CoNsTANT READER.—Apply to Mr. C. P. Elieson, of 75, 
Edith Road, W., for information regarding this battery.— Eps. 

DRIVER Quick Втор is informed that his letter cannot 
be published unless his name and address are furnished to 
us, for our private information.— Eps. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Waar внргна JULY 297TH, 1902. | WII шнома Тогу 2811, 1903. 


Alexandria Teleg. mat. Value £590 Amsterdam. .. Value £119 
Buenos Ayres «a we .. 1,708 Bombay i . 188 


Calcutta  .. es ЛА .. 1,462 Buenos Ayres Т as 49 
» Teleg. instruments .. 1,053 $i Teleph. mat. XI.. 237 
Cape Town .. oe a " 41 Osaloutta  .. 92 wi oe 479 
Christchurch bx s 141 Cape Town .. we T .. 873 
Christianias. Teleg. wire © 45 Colombo RA m v 78 
Colombo ^ А . . 8,932 Copenhagen. Teleg.cable .. 950 
Copenhagen vi ja .. 8 Delagoa Bay ès - x 64 
v" Teleg. mat. rs 18 55 Teleg. apparatus 160 
Durban 523 Durban ee 1,422 


Teleg. mat. з i. gari Teleg. mat. з 


* » 47 
Fremantle .. T - is East London o Vi .. 864 
Grenada. Teleg. mat. .. T 86 3 Teleg. mat. .. 332 
Hamburg. Teleg. cable.. 25 Flushing А е oe P 12 
Hong Kong .. FO T 158 Gibraltar .. - i .. 122 
Larache m $24 Gothenburg. Teleg. mat. 26 24 
Madras Launceston... ae oe % 17 
Melbourne 147 Lisbon a = A $a 47 
Nagasaki 70 E Teleg. mat. .. 276 
Naples 210 Madr we $^ a 141 
Ostend 870 Malta.. e» s x we 10 

erth .. be © wie .. 1,061 " Teleg. mat. .. ae 48 
Port Elizabeth  .. m .. 1,500 Ostend is EM #5 P 80 
Rotterdam. Teleg. wire А 35 Paris. 1,304 
Shanghai... са à 174 Perth.. ЯР - Ws б 
Вуйпеу - sis “з . . 9816 Port Elizabeth  .. us .. 110 
Tientein T ae ee ee 89 Rotterdam .. - —% es HH 
Valparaiso .. as T is 49 Samara és vs = ate 10 
Vera Cruz .. EN vs . . 8,585 Shanghai m s 201 
Yokohama .. К . 106 Teleg. mat. .. 102 

Singapore $a is 67 

$55 Teleg. mat. .. 89 

Sydney es 928 Я 39 

ў Teleg. mat. 1,227 

Wellington .. * 123 

Yokohama .. 810 

Total oe £27,801 Total £9,703 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec. apprts. Value £15 Cape Town. Elec. apprts. Value £278 
j Telephones .. 1,198 


Total 


. . £1,466 
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An Electro-magnetic Support for Lamps.—The 
Manufacture Générale d'Outillage, of Lille, has recently put upon 
the market an electro-maznetic lamp support for continuous current 
which, although very simple, seems likely to be of great service, 
particularly in workshops. This support is fitted with au electro- 
maguet which is excited by the current that feeds the lamp; the 
two bars fixed to the base of the socket are, in consequence, power- 
fally magnetised ; the support cau, therefore, ba fixed to any piece 
of ironwork instantaneously, and in any position whatever. This 
is a great convenience, as, in many operations, it is important to 
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AN ELECTRO-MAGNETIC SUPPORT FOR LAMPS. 


have the light as near as possible to one’s work, and, as a rule, this 
is not practicable. Moreover, it is inconvenient, and often dangerous, 
to hold a lamp in the hand in order to carry out work in dark places. 
The magnetic support does away with all these inconveniences ; the 
workman fixes the electric lamp to any piece of ironwork, and his 
movements are then unhampered. This new invention seems, there- 
fore, well suited to factories and all buildings used for industrial 
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purposes, and will probably be of great service in the examining 
and cleaning of boilers. This support might also be used with 
advantage in railway workshops and in tramway depots, for the 
examination of electric cars, in ehipbuilding yards, on board ships, 
in mines, & . Іо short, 16 is an apparatus well suited to all work- 
shops and workrooms where portable lamps are used, and where 
there is danger of fire. 


Тре Liliput" Are Lamp.—The accompanying illus- 
trations show views of the general appearance and mechanism of 
the Siemens "Liliput" patent arc lamp, which is intended for 
indoor use. It is acontinuous-current lamp. It mechanism is very 
simple; for the regulating of the carbons it contains in place of 
clockwork a reliable movable clamping arrangement, which is not 
disturbed by vibration or even a hard knock. The lamp burns 
singly on 100—120 volts or two in series oni220—300 volta, and it is 
said to give without a globe a hemispherical light of 160 0 P., 
whereas with an alabaster globe it gives a light of 130 or. The 
power expended is claimed to be equivalent to 1—1:2 watts 
per с.р. The lamp burns for 16—20 hours, depending upon the 
number of times it is switched on and off. Special cored carbons 
are made by Siemens Carbon Works for this lamp (5 mm. diameter). 
The upper carbon is 7% in. long, and will burn down toa length of 
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„Тнк “ Глглрут” Arc Lamp. 


24 in.; the stump can then be used again as a lower carbon. The 
steady burning of the lamp is claimed to render it most suitable for 
indoor use, as & dining room, drawing room, or even as s table 
lamp. Moreover, the carbons are easily changed, and can be 
attended to by any ordinary domestic. It also burns satisfactorily 
in tramcars and railway carriages, and its size isa special recom- 
mendation for its use in shop-window lighting. The cylindrical 
cover of the lamp has a diameter of 2j in. and the globe of 3} in.; 
the length is 124 in. The nickelled hood gives the lamp an attrac- 
tive appearance. A number of special indoor fittings have been 
designed, such as brackets, standarde, pendants, &c., also 
shades for using with the lamps. The “Liliput” lamp is being 
placed on the market by the Siemens Electric Appliances, Ltd., 
of Watling Street, E.C. 


Holidays.—The latest holiday hand-book to be issued by 
the Great Eastern Railway Co. describes the attractions possessed 
by a “ Holiday in the Eastern Counties.” It is got up in the same 
interesting style that characterises all the other pamphlets of the 
series. 


South African Trade.—Owing to the interest now being 
taken by the general public in South African affairs, Messrs. Р. 8. 
King & Son are about to issue a cheaper edition of the reports 
prepared by the Trades Commissioners on Engineering, Textile, and 
General Trades. The Engineering report will be 7з. 6d., and the 
Textile and General trades reports 58. each. 


Books Received.—“ Syllabuses and Lists of Apparatus 
applicable to Schools and Classes other than Elementary ; Board of 
ducation.” London: Wyman & Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, ЕС. 
“ Report of the Annual Meeting,” held June 24th. The Industrial 
Freedom League, 53, Parliament Street, 8.W. 
“The Conflict over Municipal Trading." Lecture by Hon. 
Robert P. Porter at the London School of Economics, on March 13th. 
Industrial Freedom League, 53, Parliament Street, 8.W. Price 2d. 


Liquidation.—The Electric Tramways Trust, Ltd., is 
winding-up voluntarily, with Mr. Leslie Morse, 32, Queen Victoria 
Street, E C., as liquidator. 


Trade Announcements,—Measrs. Royce, Ltd., have 
now completed and started up the new works which they have 
erected at Trafford Park, Manchester, for the manufacture of 
dynamos and motors in quantities. Tne works, which cover a large 
area, and include a fully equipped iron foundry, are electrically 
driven throughout, have been expressly designed with a view to 
promoting rapid and economical production, and are equipped with 
the latest automatic and other machine tools and labour-saving 
devices. The resultant economy in the manufacture of standard 
lines of machines has been such as to enable the firm to consider- 
ably reduce their prices. 

Messrs. Fenner James & Co., Ltd., have purchased the business of 
Fenner James & Co., of King’s Cross Au announcement respecting 
the business is made in our advertisement pages to-day. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—Under the failure of Noel 
Francis Nalder, electrical engineer, &c., 19, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C., the first meeting of creditors was held last week before Mr. 
G. W. Chapman, Official Receiver, at the London Bankruptcy 
Court. The statement of affairs shows total liabilities 
£10,218 5s. 10d.and a deficiency of £8,782 15s. 10d. It transpired 
that the debtor, who is now out of business, some nine years ago 
entered into partnership with Mr. H. T. Harrison, and they com- 
menced business as electrical engineers at Trafalgar House, 
Mortimer Street, 8t. Martin’s Lane. The debtor provided £2,000 
or £3000 capital; they traded as Nalder & Harrison for 
18 months and then converted the business into a syndicate, 
registered as Nalder & Harrison, Ltd., which in tarn was formed 
into a limited company styled Nalder & Harrison Construction, 
Ltd. The shares and debentures were issued only to friends, the 
public not being invited to subscribe thereto. The debtor was one 
of the managing directora, and after working for 18 months the 
company went into voluntary liquidation. Subsequently the 
debtor and a Mr. Hilton took over the electrical part of the com- 
pany’s business and formed another company, styled Nalder and 
Hilton, Ltd., which carried on business at Trafalgar Works, Bow 
Common. The debtor was managing director of that company 
until it was wound up. He has also acted as a director of other 
companies, and some 18 months ago he joined another person in а 
scheme to form a company to take over St. George's Hall. To lóss 
in connection with that scheme and claims under guarantees given 
the debtor principally attributes his failure. In the absence of any 
offer the Official Receiver was deputed to wind up the estate in 
bankruptcy. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. GEIPEL & LANGE 
have brought out a new illustrated circular describing their Vulcan 
station testing equipment for measuring pressure, current, and 
resistance. 

Some illustrated sheets of the “K.C.” motor bicycles, 23 and 
З H.P., have come to hand from MESSRS. C. Н. CATHCART & Co., of 
Salisbury Square, Е.С. 

Msssrs. Butters, Lrp., of Tipton, have sent usa copy of ап 
illustrated circular giving a description of their Chambers's patent 
third rai! insulator, with registered tripod foot; this insulator is 
made of highly vitrified porcelain, and is claimed to be both electri- 
cally and mechanically suited for railway electrification. 

Mr. JAMES MELLING, of Dashwood House, E C., has issued a 
price list of his adjustable self-opening screwing chuck. 

A circular relating to Eciipse" packing (Fisher's patent) has 
come to hand from the UNITED AsBESTOS Co, LTD. 

From Messrs. JOHN GIBBS & Son, of Liverpool, we have received 
an illustrated catalogue of their patent air propelling and 
ventilating fans. Prices and details are given of belt-driven and 
electric motor fans, the latter using the firm’s patent dust-proof 
motor. Direct-current cabin fans are described, and a patent 
safety interlocking double-pole quick-break starting switch and 
resistance. 

The ELECTRIC AND ORDNANCE ACCESSORIES Co., Lrp., of Aston, 
are circulating some little booklete (12 pp., 5 in. x 2 in.), giving 
small sketches of some of their specialties, Stellite and Btellite 
things. 

American Electrical Exports.—The value of the elec- 
trical machinery and apparatus exported from the United States 


during May last is returned at £162,010, as compared with £145,665 
in the corresponding month of last year. 


Installation Contracts.—Among the recent contracts 
obtained by Messrs. Mather & Platt, Ltd., are the following :—A 
combined multi-polar dynamo with Allen's engine; also switch- 
board, four motors from 25 to 40 в.н.р. each; motor-generator and 
lighting installation for Messrs. Lamb Bros. saw mill, Bootle; a 
complete lighting installation, with gas engines, dynamos. 
accumulators, boosters, &c., for the Matlock Hydro; a multi- polar 
dynamo with Howden engine, 20 motors, varying from 5 to 
40 B. E. P., with starting and controlling gear, for Measrs A. M. 
Peeble's paper mille Rishton; a multi-polar dynamo with Belliss 
engine, feed pumps and condensers, main switchboard, four 
motors and starters, for the Bleach Works of Messrs. Holywell 
and Co., Ltd. 


Outings.—On Saturday, 18th inst., the employés of the 
London and South-Western Railway Co.'s Electrical Department, 
Eastleigh Works, went for their annual outing to Alresford, where 
dinner was served at the Sun. Afterwards various sports were 
engaged in until 6 p.m., when the company sat down to tea, 
at which Mr. A. Russell Walker, A. I. E E., electrician, presided. А 
smoking concert followed. 
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Belgium.—La Société de la Fabrique Belge de Crayons 
Electriques, is the name of a company which has just been formed 
at Lièze with a capital of £32,000, to manufacture arc Jamp carbons. 
The Compagnie Internationale d'Electricité, of Lièze, and the 
Nederlandsche Maatschappij tot Explortie van Hopfelts Booglamp- 
electroden are interested in the new undertaking. 


Annual Holidays.—The Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd., 
closes its works from August 3rd until the 10th for the summer 
holidays. 

The works of the Incandescent Electric Lamp Co., Brook 
Green, will be closed for the annual holiday, from Saturday, 
August 1st, at 12.30, to Monday, August 10th, at 8 a.m. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen. — The E.L. Committee has agreed to 
recommend the Council to apply for additional borrowing powers 
in connection with the department, to the extent of £65,000. 


Bideford.—T wo companies, one being the Bideford and 
District Co., have given notice of their intention to apply fora 
prov. order to light the town. It was decided to discuss in com- 
mittee the obtaining of a prov. order by the Council. 


Bo'ness.—The T.C. has been advertising for the 
assistance of a consulting electrical engineer to advise respecting the 
carrying out of its prov. order. All applications have to be 
lodged with the town clerk by to-morrow. 


Bunbury (W. Australia).— The electric light has been 
introduced into the town by Messrs. Splatt, Wall & Co., of Perth, 
W.A., on the understanding that the installation shall be run for 
six months by the contractors, after which the Corporation shall 
decide whether it will purchase the plant or allow the company to 
run it. In the latter event the Corporation will have the right to 
purchase at the end of 7, 14, or 21 years. The plant consists of two 
Paxman ''Economic" boilers, with Worthington feed pumps, and 
two Sturtevant engines, running at 325 r.p.m. and coupled 
direct to Sturtevant dynamos of 50 kw. each. The supply ie on 
the three-wire system, and the town is lighted with arc and glow 
lamps. The overhead mains comprise about 17 miles of cable. 


Chester.—On the matter of supplying energy to the 
sewage department for pumping, after full explanation and con- 
sideration of the figures, the committee resolved :—“ That the 
Sewering Committee be offered the supply of energy required at the 
rate of gd. per unit for the first 100,C00 units per annum, and of 
4d. per unit for all over the first 100,000 unite per annum." It was 
complained that this was unjust to the Tramways Committee, who 
are charged 121. per unit at the lighting station. Others pointed 
out that a ld. of this latter amount represented capital outlay for 
the purpose of supplying the trams. In this case an overhead 
transmission cable, costing £200, will be required, and energy 
supplied during light load. 


Croydon.—At the monthly meeting of the County 
Council on Monday evening last, the recommendation of the Elec- 
tricity Committee for carrying out a scheme of additions and 


extensions to the generating station, at a total cost of £70,950, . 


suggested by the borough electrical engineer (Mr. J. Gray Scott), 

came up for further considoration. After considerable discussion, 

it was decided to sanction the sum of £27,975 for the more pressing 

portions of the scheme. A sum of £10,000 will have to be borrowed 

this year. When the works covered by the £27,975 are completed, 

pos Committee will ask the Council to sanction the balance of the 
0,950. 


Dorchester.—The Electric Lighting Committee reported 
that as the proposed cost of the power station with gas plant, 
machinery, cables, and arc lamps for the installation of the electric 
light over the compulsory area was so excessive, it had adjourned 
the further consideration of the question for the attendance of the 
electrical engineer. А deputation from the newly-formed 
Ratepayers’ Association was admitted, and urged the Council to 
abandon the scheme, also asking that if it undertook electric 


lighting it would make the users pay, and not make up any 
deficiency from the rates. 


Gainsborough.—The Council has decided to apply for 
& prov. order to supply the district with electricity, and a com- 
mittee has been appointed, with full po ver to assist the clerk and 
engineer to prepare a scheme and serve the statutory notices. 


Goole.—The U.D.C. has received a letter from an Electric 
Lighting Co., giving notice of its intention to make application 
for & prov. order to supply electricity within the Council's area, 
but the Council has decided to interview the Board of Trade at an 
early date, and to urge upon the Board the necessity of & definite 
extension of time being granted to tbe Council. 


Gravesend.—The Town Council has entered into an 
agreement with the Brush Electrical Engineering Co. for that 
company to supply customers on hire or on the hire-purchase 
system with continuous current motors. The L.G.B. has authorised 


a loan of £9,580 for electrical extensions, and £2,000 for a dust 
destructor. 


Holyhead.—On Monday the U.D.C. received the sanc- 
tion of the B. of T. to the borrowing of £16,000 for electric lighting 
purposes. 


Hoylake and West Kirby.—Application is about to be 
made by the U.D.C. to the L.G.B. for sanction to the borrowing of 
£324 for the erection of a water softening plant at the electric 
supply worke. The L G B. is about to bold an inquiry respecting 
the application of the ('ouncil for eanction to the borrowing of 
£5,435 for extensions of the electric lighting plant. 


Leith.—The revenue of the electricity department for 
the year was:—For private lighting and motor power, 
£8,250 13s. 4d.; public lighting, £4,932 7s. 6d.; other sources, 
£671 1s. 7d.; total, £13,854 2s. 5d. This has been sufficient to 
meet all working expenses and interest and instalments of loans 
and to leave a surplus of £1,120 15s. 2d. Inthe previous year the 
net loss on the undertaking was £188, so that it had improved this 
year to the extent of £1,308. 


London.—SrErNEY.—O wing to the increasing demand 
for electricity the В С. are considering a proposal to erect a second 
generating station and dust destructor on Blyth’s Wharf, Lime- 
house, which was recently purchased by them. 

CHELSEA.—The Law and Parliamentary Committee reported that 
they had considered the letter from the Clerk to the County 
Council, stating that the Highways Committee had had under its 
consideration the provisions of the Supply of Electricity Bill, 
recently introduced into the House of Lords by Lord Wolverton ; 
that he had been directed to call the special attention of the Councils 
of the Metropolitan Boroughs to certain clauses of the Bill, by 
which it is proposed to confer upon the Board of Trade certain 
powers which would apparently reduce to some extent the control 
given to the local authorities by the Electric Lighting Acta, 1882 ` 
and 1888, and asking to ba informed of the views of the B.C. with 
regard to the provisions of the Bill. The Committee was of 
the opinion that the interests of the borough are not likely to be 
prejudicially affected by the Bill. 

SouTHWARK.—The General Purposes and Finance Joint Com- 
mittee reported that the district auditor had disallowed certain 
charges, thereby leaving the whole deficiency of £3,943 6s. on the 
electric light undertaking as a charge upon the rates of the parish 
of Newington, because no part of the expense incurred under the 
Act relating to the supply of electricity in the parish of Newington, 
a part only of the borough, could lawfully be charged upon 
the general funds of the whole borough, and because 
such expense should be borne by the area to which the adoptive 
local or other Act in point extended. The Committee was of 
opinion that considerable difficulty would arise hereafter if the 
undertaking were treated as a parish and not a borough concern, and 
therefore recommended that an appeal be made to the Local Govern- 
ment Board against the disallowances of the auditor, and that in 
the event of the appeal failing, application be then made to the 
London Government Act Commissioners to issue a scheme making 
the expenses of the undertaking chargeable to the whole borough. 

BRRMON DPSET.— The E.L. Committee reported that the land at 
Bull Head Dock—the Council's Rotherhithe depót—which was 
thought to be suitable for the erection of a sub-station for the 
generation of electrical energy, was not sufficient for the purpose. 
There was land adjacent in the possession of the L.C.C., but as the 
B.C. did not wish to purchase land, the Committee had engaged 
Messrs. Kincaid, Waller & Manville to report upon the possibility 
of extending the present station, and 8o avoiding the necessity of 
erecting a sub-station at Rotherhithe. 

CAMBERWELL.—In a report issued on Saturday by the B. C., it 
was stated that the following authorities had agreed to support the 
action of Camberwell in calling the attention of Parliament to the 
refusal of the Board of Trade to grant the application of the 
London Electric Supply Corporation for a provisional order over 
the whole borough:— Hammersmith, Doncaster, Eastbourne, 
Southampton, Bermondsey, Bodmin, Barrow-in-Farness, Shoreditch, 
City of London and Hastings. The L С.С. wrote :—‘ The Council 
has always been in favour of two companies being allowed to 
compete in the same area, but it has always considered that any 
application by a company for an order, in respect of an area for 
which the local authority has been granted an order, should be 
refused. It appears to the Highways Committee that the action of 
the Board of Trade in the present instance is to some extent a 
departure from the attitude generally taken up by it in the past. 
The Committee is in sympathy with the Borough Council in the 
matter, but it does not appear that the Council hag any power to 
render assistance with regard tbereto, as under Sec. 4 of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1852, the Board has a discretionary power 
to grant a provisional order authorising any local authority, com- 
pany or person to supply electricity for public or private purposes 
within any area, and there is no appeal against the decision of the 
Board." 

WANDSWORTH.—À lengthy report was presented by a special com- 
mittee to the B.C. on the unsatisfactory lighting and the high prices 
charged. The former had been modified, but the alleged excessive 
charges continued, and the committee considered the only remedy 
was by competition. Without committing the Council to any 
scheme, it asked for leave to make further investigations, aud 
witb this end in view, recommended that Mr. Adams be empowered 
at a cost of £105 to draw up a complete scheme for the supply of 
electricity generated by power obtained from the dust destructor, 
to such districts of the borough as he considered advisable. The 
report was adopted. Subsequently, the General Purposes 
Committee reported that it had received a letter from the 
London Electric Supply Corporation offering, if they obtained 
a provisional order, to supply customers at 6d. per unit 
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for the first 4,000 units in each year, and 4d. per unit in excess of 


4,000, with reductions for large orders. It was reaolved to inform 
the company that the Council could not support their application 
unless they undertook to supply energy for lighting purposes at a 
flat rate of 44d. per unit to private consumers, and 2d. per unit for 
power. 

MABYLEBONE.—AÀ short time ago the London County Council, 
upon the recommendation of its Finance Committee, resolved not 
to grant the application of the B.C. for sanction to the borrowing of 
£1,274,000 for the purchase of that portion of the undertaking of the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., which is within the borough, 
under the award of the arbitration. Since communicating their 
decision a letter has been received from the Parliamentary agents 
asking whether, if the B.C. obtains a license from the Board of 
Trade under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882, to supply electricity 
within the borough, this will remove the legal objection to the 
Council sanctioning the loan. Mr. Haldane, K.O., M.P., has 
advised that if the proposed license is obtained from the Board of 
Trade, the B.C. will obtain such legal power to borrow as will 
justify the Council in sanctioning the borrowing. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as the maximum period for which the B.C. can be authorised to 
supply electricity under such license is seven years, Mr. Haldane 
advises that the period for the repayment of ihe loan should be 
limited in the first instance to the period of the license. After 
having completed the purchase and after the Board of Trade has 
fixed the date of the commencement of the St. Marylebone Electric 
Lighting Order, 1901, the Council will be in a position to vary its 
order sanctioning the borrowing by extending the period for repay- 
ment of the loan thereby authorised. The Finance Committee now 
report that this matter had been attended by many difficulties. 
The acquisition of the undertaking, however, had been rendered 
compulsory by Act of Parliament, and the purchase price had been 
determined by arbitration. In these circumstances the Committee 
recommend that counsel’s opinion shonld be communicated to the 
Borough Council. 

HackNEYX.—The B.C. has decided to reduce the price charged 
for electrical energy for power purposes from the flat rate of 2d. per 
unit to the following :—For the first 1,000 units per quarter at any 
one premises, 2d per unit; all consumption in excess of 1,000 units 
per quarter at any one premises, 14d. per unit. 


Metropolitan Asylums Board.—At the recent meeting 
of the Metropolitan Asylums Board the Works Committee 
reported that, as the result of further correspondence between the 
engineer to the Board and the County of Surrey Electrical Power 
Distribution Co., the company had agreed to supply alternating 
current at 200 volts at a reduced cost of 24d. per unit to the 
Southern Hospital, the company supplying to a transformer 
chamber at the entrance gates. On the recommendation of the 
Committee, the offer was accepted. 


Newton.—The U.D.C. has decided not to give their 
consent for the laying of electric lighting cables in Kingsteignton. 
The Urban Electric Supply Co. has given notice to the Council 
о p intention to apply for a prov. order to supply electricity in 
e town. 


Potchefstroom (South Africa). — The Government 
has decided to at once take steps to provide a municipal scheme 
for electrically lighting the town, and tenders will be imme- 
diately called for the work. The scheme will be rushed through in 
view of the activity of a private company, which proposes to lay 
down plant to supply the hotels and the business part of the town. 


Radstock.—The Western Electric Distributing Corpora- 
tion are applying for а prov. order enabling them to take power 
from the Somerset Electric Power Co. and distribute it within the 
urban district. It was decided to obtain the terms proposed to be 
charged by the company to consumers, and, if satisfactory, the 
Committee recommended the Council to support the company in 
their application for the prov. order. 


St. Annes.—The annual return of the Electricity Depart- 
ment shows that, during the year ended March 31st, 179,190 B. of T. 
units were generated. A net profit is shown on the year's working 
of £94 18s. 44d., against £12 78. 5d. the previous year. The sum 
of £698 13s. 4d. was repaid on loans account, and £790 16s. 8d. for 
interest. The total amount borrowed is £37,405. 


Slough.—The solution of the local E.L. question is of 
importance in its bearing on future schemes. The main problem 
was whether the Slough Urban District Council, having transferred 
by deed their E.L. prov. order to a company, the Slouzh and 
and Datchet Electric Supply Co., could then make an agreement 
under which they would pay compensation for compulsory purchase 
and for goodwill should they decide to acquire the undertaking 
after a certain number of years. The objection being taken 
that, under Section 2 of the E.L. Act, 1888, such a proceed- 
ing was forbidden, the opinion of the Board of Trade was 
obtained, which was to the effect that the Board saw no 
objection to the proposed agreement. Some members of the 
Council still doubting the legality of such a course, a further 
letter to the Board of Trade was sent, asking “how the Board of 
Trade reconcile the approval of the deed providing for payment by 
the local authority to the E.L. company for goodwill and compulsory 
purchase with Section 2 of the E.L. Act, 1888, which expressly 
provides that no such payment shall be made, seeing that no 
provisional order has been made, or is proposed to be made, under 
Section З of the same Act?” In their reply the Board “ point out 
that the terms of purchase provided by Section 2 cf the E.L. Act, 
1888, relate to purchase after the expiration of a period of 42 years 
or such shorter period as is specitied in that behalf in a prov. order, 
while the terms of purchase provided by Article 3 of the deed of 


transfer, are terms which have been agreed upon between the 
District Council and the transferee company, and relate to the 
purchase, after the expiration of a shorter period than that specified 
in Section 2 of the Act of 1888.“ The Board add that they were 
advised that it was quite competent for them to approve the deed 
containing, as it does, special terms of purchase, as agreed between 
the parties." A lengthy discussion took place at the Council meet- 
ing upon this, and in the end, looking at the circumstances 
altogether, it was agreed that the adoption of the deed of agree- 
ment should be formally moved, but that the motion, not being 
seconded, the agreement should be rejected. This plan being 
followed, the proposal collapsed. 


Sunbury.—Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation has 
approached the U. D. C. with regard to the supply of electricity to 
the town. They offer to extend their area, by means of a prov. 
order, to Sunbury, and to supply private consumers at 7d. per unit 
for the first hour, and 3d. afterwards, and not exceeding 24d. per 
unit for public lighting. The Council has intimated that they are 
not antagonistic to the scheme. 


Tunbridge Wells.—In reply to the request of the 
Tonbridge Board of Guardians for a supply of electricity to the 
Workhouse, at Pembury, the T.C. has replied thut at present they 
had no power to lay electric mains outside the borough, but they 
were prepared to endeavour to obtain a prov. order to extend its 
lighting area so as to include the Workhouse. 


Tarkey.—La Société Ottomane des Mines de Karasson 
has applied for a concession to utilise certain available water 
power at Karasson in the generation of electrical energy for power 


purposes. 


West Нат, —Аё a recent meeting of the Council the 
annual report of the electrical undertaking for the year ending 
March 31st, 1903, was submitted. The capital expenditure during 
the 12 months was £53,740, bringing the total up to £185,147. The 
revenue for the year was £24,902, as against £21,073 in 1902, while 
the working expenses in the same periods were £15,465 and 
£13,688 respectively. The net profit for 1903 wasi £2,503, as against 
a profit of £1,137 in 1902 and a deficiency of £2,499 in 1901. Of 
the surplus, £1,000 was carried to reserve fund, and the balance, 
£1,699, was retained in view of the rapidly increasing charges of 
the station at Cauning Town now in course of erection. Last year 
the units sold were 1,930,563, at an average cost for private supply 
of 3:57d. and for public lamps of 1:39d. In 1902 there were 
1,635,540 units sold at an average cost for private supply 
of 35d. and for public lamps of  1:07d. The report 
replied at some length to criticisms that adequate depreciation 
has not been charged to revenue account, and stated that the position 
adopted "by the Council is in accord with the general practice 
throughout the country, viz, to charge to the revenue account the 
loan, repayment or contribution to sinking fund, the effect being to 
wipe out the loan debt witbin 25 years. 'The report and accounts 
were adopíed. The electrical engineer (Mr. J. K. Bock) in his 
general report on the year's working, stated he had recently con- 
structed a temporary apparatus to extract the oil from the dis- 
cbarge water from the condensers by means of which the con- 
sumption of town water had been reduced by 250,000 gallons per 
week, in addition to which the water is now returned to the bollers 
at about 140" F. temperature, and so a great saving in coal was 
effected. The total reduction on the two items was from £12 to 
£14 per week. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Birmingham. — Following upon the refusal of Mr. 
Hamilton, of Leeds, of the appointment as genera] manager of the 
trams, the Committee approached several likely men, with the result 
that Mr. Alfred Baker, of the London County Council trams, has 
definitely accepted their offer. 'l'he amount of salary is not dis- 
closed, but it is believed to be £1,500 per annum. 

The Corporation is advertising in the local papers for tramway 
permanent way material, such as rails, poles, trolley wire and 
bonds. Apply to the City Engineer, Town Hall, Birmingham. 

The King's Norton District Council, before coming to any definite 
decision with Birmingham, wish to consult au expert. 

Negotiations with the Handsworth District Council are also in 
abeyance, a3 it has been found that part of the line connecting the 
Birmingham and Handsworth systems is in Aston Manor, and there- 
fore under the control of the B.E.T. Co. 


Bromley.—The Light Railway Commissioners held an 
inquiry into the application of the British Electric Traction 
Co., Ltd., for an order under the Light Railways Act, 1886, granting 
them powers to construct and work light railways in the Bromley 
urban and rural districts. After a hearing extending over several 
hours, it was proposed to adjourn for the day. Col. Boughey, the 
chairman, consulted his fellow-Commissioners, and said: —“ We 
do not think we can carry this case any further. No evidence has 
been offered for the important part of the scheme north of Bromley 
South railway station, and, under all the circumstances, and having 
regard to the opposition indicated by the Urban District Council 
and the residents and others, we are not prepared to carry the 
application further," 
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Dublin.—A movement is on for the construction of a 
light railway or electric line from Dublin to Slane, a distance of 
263 miles. Already a considerable amount of the required £105,000 
to construct the line has been guaranteed. 


Dumbarton.—At an inquiry under the Private Legisla- 
tion Procedure (Scotland) Bill, held in Glasgow last Friday, the 
preamble of a Bill to construct electric tramways in Dumbarton was 
proved. There was no opposition. The Electric Supply Cor- 
poration, Ltd., are the promoters of the Order, and the tramways 
are to be constructed in two years. 


East London Railway and Electric Traction.— 
This railway, during the first six monthe of the year, had a falling 
off of 80,000 in the passengers carried, mainly owing to fewer local 
bookings. The chairman told his shareholders the other day that 
the only thing that they had to look to in the future for an improve- 
ment in tbe passenger traffic was the inevitable “ electrification " 
oftheline. At the present moment the leasing companies were not 
prepared to incur the necessary expense of making the change, but 
he could not help thinking that it would have to be undertaken 
before the “ electrification " of the other lines was completed. 


Hamilton.—The Hamilton, Motherwell, snd Wishaw 
Tramways were Officially opened on Wednesday last week, when 
passengers were carried over the entire system, extending from 
Blantyre to Wishaw, a distance of 84 miles. Halt-mile stations at 
id. fares have been made throughout the route, while the whole 
distance can be traversed for 5d. The system was to be opened for 
traffic at the beginning of June, but owing to the generating 
station buildings subsiding in consequence of the mineral workings 
in the ground underneath, a delay took place. The station is not yet 
in perfect working order, but a supply of current is being provided 
by Motherwell T.C. Since the opening day so heavy has been the 
rush of passengers, that the resources of the company have been 
taxed to the utmost. The line passes through one of the most 
industrial and picturesque districts in the West of Scotland. 


Italy.—Consul-General Keene reports that both Turin 
and Genoa are well furnished with electric tramways. In the 
former town there are 50 miles of rails. In Genoa there are 70 
miles of rails and 153 cars, which made 1,559,813 journeys in 
1902, covering 4,856,855 miles, and carried 31,378,687 passengers. 
The Funicolari with a track of less than a mile, and working 
four cars, made 103,862 journeys, covering 44,819 milee, and carried 
395,864 passengers. At Spezia there are four miles of rails now 
open, and more under construction. There are six cars and two 
trailers which, since the date of opening the lines on July 22nd, 
1902, have carried 401,000 passengers. Four new cars have recently 
been ordered. 


Keighley.—The Tramways Committee has recommended 
that the borough engineer and the electrical engineer prepare all 
necessary plans, sections, specifications and estimates for recon- 
structing and electrically equipping the existing tramways (3 miles), 
and for the construction of a new electrical tramway from North 
Street vid Cavendish Street and Bradford Road to Stockbridge (1 
mile); and that application be made to the B. of T. for sanction to 
borrow the money necessary. 


Kilmarnock.—The preamble of a Bill promoted by the 
T.C., to conatruct electric tramways in the burgh, was passed by the 
Parliamentary Commissioners, who held an inquiry under the 
Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, in Glasgow last 
Saturday. The Order was opposed by the Glasgow & South-Western 
Railway Co. and owners and manufacturers in the burgh. The 
entire cost of laving the lines and equipping them, is estimated at 
£45,000. The tramways are to be completed in three years’ time. 


Leeds.—Mr. J. B. Hamilton, Corporation tramways 


manager, has declined the invitation to take the position of tram- 
ways manager at Birmingham. 


Light Railways Bill.— In the House of Lords on 
July 24th, Lord Wolverton, in moving the second reading of this 
Bill, said that when Parliament passed the Light Railways Act of 
1896, it treated that measure more or less as of an experimental 
description, and confined its operations to the period of five years. 
Since the expiration of that period Parliament had renewed the Act 
year by year, and the object of the present Bill was to make it 
permanent, as the Board of Trade considered that it had been a 
success. This was the effect of Clause 1. Clauses 2 and 3 reformed 
the procedure. Under the existing Act if the Board of Trade 
thought & light railway scheme to be of such importance that it 
ought to be submitted to Parliament the preliminary work on the 
Order was wasted and the promoters had to begin de novo. Clauses 
2 and 3 remedied that state of things. The Earl of Morley thought 
that the measure was a very useful one, but remarked that there was 
no doubt that the existing legislation in regard to light railways 
and tramways was not in a very satisfactory condition, and appealed 
to the Board of Trade to consider before another Session whether 
they should not introduce a more comprehensive measure which 
would bring some order into the law. The Bill was read a second 
time.— The Times. 


London.—The Highways Committee reported to the 
L.C.C. on Tuesday that there had been several cases lately of 
pereons maliciously inserting pieces of metal and wire in 
the conduits on the Westminster to Tooting tramways, the 
result of which had been to create short circuits, the tram- 
way traffic being in consequence seriously interfered with. 
“This malicious interference with the conduit, in addition 
to hindering the smooth working of the tramways and causing 
numberleas delays, is likely to endanger the safety of the Passengers 


on the tramcars, and we have therefore arranged for the issue of a 
notice offering a reward of £25 to any person who may supply such 
information as will lead to the conviction of the offenders, and 
we hope that thie course will effectually stop so dangerous a 
practice.” 

The electrification of the County Council tramway from Vauxhall 
to Camberwell Green is now completed. The level of the roadway 
has been raised 6 in., and on both sides of the metals the roadway 
has been paved with wood blocks, while the reflagging of the pave- 
ments is nearly completed. It is anticipated, says an evening 
contemporary, that in about a week the official Board of Trade 
inspection will be made, and thereafter electric cars will be run. 
Considerable progress has been made with the electrification of the 
tram systems from Peckham and Bermondsey New Road, alongithe 
Old Kent Road, to Greenwich. 


London, Brighton and South Coast Railway.—In 
moving the report of the London, Brighton and South Coast 
Railway at the one hundred and fifteenth half-yearly meeting on 
Wednesday, Lord Cottesloe said the proprietors would be interested 
to know that the board was actively pursuing its inquiry into the 
subject of electric traction, and a committee of directors had been 
appointed for its special consideration. The problem was a very 
difficult one so far as that railway was concerned by reason of the 
complication of lines and the inter-mixing of main and local, or 
fast and slow, traffic, and it would be obviously wrong to revolu- 
tionise the present system of working by the introduction of a new 
method of locomotion until it was made absolutely clear that advan- 
tage both in greater rapidity of transit and greater economy and 
ease of working would result. Regard must be had also to the 
competition of other means of transport, and it was necessary for 
the board to be assured that electrical traction would be a success 
from its commercial as well ая from its mechanical aspect. It was, 
therefore, advisable to proceed with caution and having every 
desire to arrive at а true conclusion; this was what the directors 
were doing. In conjunction with the London and South-Western 
Co., they were trying an interesting experiment with a self-con- 
tained steam motor-car on the branch line between Fratton and 
Southsea, and it was hoped that the result would be a saving in 
working expenses. The advisability of establishing similar working 
either by steam or electricity on other parts of the company’s 
system was engaging the attention of the board. 


Manchester.—The annual report of the working of the 
tramways was presented at Tuesday’s meeting of the Tramways Com- 
mittee. The aggregate length of single track open for trafficat March 
31st, 1903, was over 77 miles. Whereas the sum available for disposal 
by the Committee at the end of the financial year of 1902 was only 
£63,456, the amount at the end of the financial year of 1903 nearly 
doubled itself, being no less than £126,566. Out of these totals, 
contributions were made in relief of the rates of £20,000 and £30,000 
respectively. Figures are also supplied by the report, which show 
that the operating expenses per car-mile are being reduced. In 
1901-2 the total spent under this head per car-mile was 8˙10d., 
whereas it was only 695d. in the year ended March last. A total 
car-mileage of 6,382,036 was run between April 1st, 1902, and 
March 31st, 1903; the number of passengers carried during the 
year was 66,849 457; the receipts amounted to £306,249 15a. 8d., 
while the average receipts per car-mile were 11:52d. The Committee 
also had under consideration the whole of the tramways fares, and 
made some important alterations. The main principle carried out 
was to introduce between the Id. and 2d. stages 13d. fares, 
between the 2d. and 3d. stages 24d. fares, and so on, according to 
the length of the routes. In addition to the 14d. fare, the 
Committee introduced a 1d. fare for the middle of the first stage to 
the 14d. stage. 


Melbourne Railways.—The Sydney Daily Telegraph 
for June 16th, saya that the Chief Commissioner of Railways (Mr. 
Tait), before leaving Canada, was asked by the Victorian Govern- 
ment to supply a report on the question of electric traction 
generally, and more particularly in regard to the conversion of 
steam railways to electricity. Mr. Tait commissioned Mr. R. B. 
Owens, professor of electrical engineering at the M’Gill University, 
to prepare a report on the lines suggested. Prof. Owens’ report, 
together with an exhaustive one by Mr. Tait himself, have now 
been submitted to the Minister for Railways. 


Metropolitan Railway Co. and Electric Traction.— 
The report states that for the half-year ended June 30th the 
British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., are 
making satisfactory progress with the building of the power 
station at Neasden, and the generating plant and machinery are 
well in hand. The sinking of the two wells has been completed, 
and prolonged tests show an ample supply of water to be available. 
A reservoir has been constructed adjoiuing the generating station 
for the storage of water and for condensing purposes. It will be 
completed in about a month, when it will be filled from the two 
wells. The new railway from Harrow to Uxbridge, connecting 
with this company’s railway at the former place, is approaching 
completion, and is being equipped throughout for electric traction. 
In view of the capital expenditure required for the electrification 
and works in connection therewith, resolutions will be submitted 
at the special meeting providing for the creation of the capital 
authorised to be raised by the Metropolitan Railway (Various 
Powers) Act, 1884, and tbe Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire 
Railway (Extension to London) Act, 1893. These capital powers 
were not required for the objects for which they were originally 
authorised, and Parliamentary eanction has been given to their 
being applied to other of tho company's purposes. | 
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Mid-Yorkshire.— Last week Major Pringle, of the Board 


of Trade, inspected the new electric tram line from Nab Wood to 
Thackley, within the district of the Shipley Urban Council, and 
later in the day the line was opened for public traffic. The line is a 
little over two miles, and the company has fixed four balf- penny 
stages, 


Reading.—The Corporation clectrical tramways were 
formally opened by the Mayoress on Wednesday afternoon last 
week. The generating station and car-sheds are ia Mill Lane. The 
contractor for the buildings was Mr. A. Faulks, Loughborough, and 
the car-shed lay-out was the work of the Lorain Steel Co. There are 
three boilers of the Babcock-Wilcox type with superheaters and 
mechanical stokers, Green's economiser, and Weir feed pumps. The 
four main engines are of the vertical enclosed compound condensing 
type by Browett, Lindley & Co., developing 150 B.H.P. at 420 revs. 
per minute; they are direct-coupled to 500-volt generatore by the 
British Westinghouse Co, who also made the switchboard. Four 
surface condensers are supplied by two electrically-driven centri- 
fugal pumps. The contractors for the plant were Messrs. R. W. 
Blackwell & Co., Ltd. Tramways are constructed under Reading 
Tramways Orders, 1878 aud 1899, and the Reading Corporation 
Tramways Act, 1900. The total amount sanctioned to be borrowed 
was about £214,000, including the purchase and reconstruction of 
the Reading Tramways Co.'s undertaking. There are about 74 miles 
of route, over 5 miles being double, and over 2 miles single track, 
equivalent to 13 miles of single track. Girder rails are used, 
weighing 96 lbs. per yard; they have а 1j in. groove. The bonds 
used are of the plastic, crown solid, and crown flexible types. 
Syke's conduits are laid for the reception of the cables. The special 
work, pointe and crossings were supplied by the Lorain Steel Co., of 
U.S A., and Mr. Ed, Nuttall, of Manchester, was contractor for the 
permanent way. The site on which the power station and car-sheds 
stand in Mill Lane, adjoins the Iiver Kennet. The engine room 
measures 75 ft. x 30 ft. x 37 ft. high; and the boiler house 64 ft. 
х 45 ft. x 48ft. Тһе chimney is of ''Custodis " construction 
150 ft. high. The car-shed provides accommodation for 30 cars. 
The overhead wire work, which was carried outiby Messrs. Blackwell, 
consists of centre ‘‘ bowstring" andside-pole bracket construction ; 
а special feature being the practical absence of guard wires, as very 
few telegraph or other wires cross the tracks. The cars, which 
were supplied by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., are of the top-seat type 
with “reversed” stairways, mounted on single Brill trucks, 
equipped with two 25-H.P. motore, and swivelling trolleys, “ Stir- 
ling“ brakes, and ''Tidswell" life-guards. Destination boxes are 
fitted, and these are electrically illuminated at night. Each car 
seats 22 persons inside and 26 outside. The Board of Trade 
.nspection of the lines took place on July 14th, and consent bas 
since been received to the working of the tramways. The tramway 
engineers were Mr. Jonn Bowen, borough eogineer and surveyor, 
and Mr. J. E. Winslow, consulting engineer. Mr. Walter Binns 
has been appointed engineer and manayer. The new tramway 
lines replace about 24 miles in length of the old horse tramway 
company’s system. The work of conversion to electric traction 
was commenced in March, 1902. 


Southport.—A one-man car, made by the Brush Co., 


has arrived, and will shortly be put on the Southport Co.’s system 


from Birkdale to Southport. The driver will work the car single- 
handed. He will be able to take payments and give tickets. 


Wandsworth. — The B.C., while adhering to their 
previous decision that the tramway through Garratt Lane must be 
constructed on the conduit system, have decided to inform the 
L. C. O. that they consent to overhead wires on tne other lines. 


West Ham,.—On Tuesday night the Corporation, after 
a debate of two hours, fixed the working hours of the motor-men and 
conductors to be employed on the new lines at 60 per week. The 
Labour members strongly urged an eight-hours’ day, but it was 
pointed out that out of 36 tramway municipal undertakings in the 
kingdom, the working hours in 27 were 60. It was stated that the 
line from Stratford to Canning Town and the Victoria Docks would 
probably be opened in October. 


Wolverhampton.—Up to the time of writing nothing 
has been officially communicated to the Press as to the progress of 
the so-called negotiations between the Corporation and the Lorain Со. 
Another cable, however, has been received from America, and it is an 
open secret that the company have declined to accept the second 
offer of the Corporation. They prefer to abide the result of the 
arbitration proceedings, claiming that they have fultilled their part 
of the contract, and that they are entitled to the full amount of 
£24,000 for the work they have done. It is at the same time stated 
that the company are willing to put the track in good order, and are 
prepared to give a guarantee that in the event of future extensions 
the cost of the electrical equipment on the Lorain system shall not 
exceed a certain amount. This, however, does not seem to carry 
any concession, for it will be remembered that the Corporation, on 
the advice of the electrical engineer (Mr. C. E. C. Snawfield), have 
all along contended that if the present length of line is taken over 
it should only be on condition that the electrical equipment is 
p?rfect as far as it is possible to make it. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


The Mercadier Phonic Multiplex Telegraph.—Some 
fresh trials are shortly to take place with this system between Paris 
and Lyons over two copper wires. The apparatus has been largely 
transformed. The vibrating tuning forks have given place to a 
series of commutators producing alternating currents of a frequency 
varying from 500 to 1,U00 per second. In place of using a special 
note of the gamut for each of the monophonic stations, they are 
distinguished by the vibration numbers. A motor driven by elec- 
tricity carries on a prolongation of its axis a eeries of alternators 
and a fly-wheel aud governor. Isochronism is obtained in a fairly 
ргесі:е manner by a concord of sounds between a tuning fork and 
the regulator of the fly-wheel, which, on one of its faces, is furnished 
with a series of cavities producing a sound varying with the speed 
of revolation. This concord is absolute in the regulating tele- 
phone only when the motor is rotating at the desired speed, and 
the speed is regulated by means of a rheostat placed between the 
source of energy and the motor. The vibratory currents pass into 
a transformer, and the induced currents on arrival pass through the 
series of monophones. The old system required the use of a tele- 
phone circuit arranged on the anti-induction principle; with the 
new system two copper telegraph lines suffice. The microphonic 
relays have also been dispensed with, and all the apparatus neces- 
sary for balancing. The sounds, too, are sharper, clearer, and 
stronger. The modifications seem to mark a considerable progress, 
and they are due largely to a young engineer associated with Mr. 
Mercadier in his work. 


Partition of the Pacific Cable Rate.—On Monday 
last Sir Edward Sassoon asked the Postmaster-General if he would 
state in what proportions the rate of 3s. per word charged for a 
telegram from London to Sydney, viá the Pacific cable, is divided 
up; how mach of this sum is payable to the British Post and Tele- 
graph Department, the Atlantic Cable Co. carrying the message, the 
landlines in North America, the Pacific Cable account, and the 
Government of New South Wales, respectively; whether such a 
message in ite transit across North America passes only over Cana- 
dian landlines; or if, for a part of the way, landlines through the 
United States are employed, what proportion of the 38. is paid for 
transit over these ; will he say, further, whether the service indica- 
tions on such messages are charged for by the Atlantic Cable Com- 
panies ; and, if so, what proportion of the cost does such charge 
amount to on a message of, say, five words from London to Sydney; 
and whether all unrouted messages from Great Britain and Ireland, 
destined for Australia, handed into & Government telegraph office, 
are preferentially passed on to one of the pooled Atlantic Cable 
Companies ; and, 1f so, to which ? 

In reply, Mr. Austen Chamberlain said:—'The sum of 3s. charged 
on a telegram from this country to Sydney is divided as follows: — 


8. d. 

Atlantic Cable Co. oe Яе .. 0 8 
Landlines in North America ... .. 0 4 
Pacific Cable Board  ... wes ues 1-7 
5 


Australian Government is 0 


Out of the sum of 8d. accruing to the Atlantic Cable Companies, 
the Post Office is paid the ordinary inland rate in respect of such 
telegrams as are dealt with at postal telegraph offices. In respect 
of telegrams dealt with entirely by the companies, no payment is 
made to the Post Office beyond the rent which the companies pay 
for the use of their special wires. Under normal circumstances the 
transit of the Pacific cable telegrams is effected only over Canadian 
territory. The Atlantic Cable Companies at present charge 1s. for 


the transmission in the service instructions of the date of a tele- — 


gram aad time of handing in, that is, one-fifteenth of the cost of 
a five-word telegram. All unrouted telegrams from this country to 
Australia handed in at postal telegraph offices are divided between 
the Anglo-American and Direct United States Cable Compauies and 
the Commercial Cable Co. 


The Proposed Cocos Island to Ceylon Cable.—It 
may be remembered that one of the recommendations of the Inter- 
Departmental Committee on Cable Communications, the report of 
which was issued in February, 1902, was that a cable should be 
constructed connecting either Rodriguez and Ceylon, Cocos- 
Keeling or Ceylon, or Cocos-Keeling and Singapore.” On the 16th, 
in reply to a question asked by Sir Edward Sassoon, as to whether 
he was now in a position to announce the conclusion of the arrange- 
ments for the laying of the Spur cable connecting Ceylon with the 
Cocos Islands, the Secretary of State for India replied-in the 
negative, 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES, INTERRUPTED, 

Latakia-Cyprus ee os ee TI oe .. June 20, 1899 oe 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ve ee . Aug. 27, 1901 .. en 
Dominica-Martinique .. T oe eo . May 8, 1902 oe 
St. Lucia- Martinique oe ee ee oe eo May B, 1902 ee oe 
ер Rd ee ee oe ee May 9, 1902 eo ee 
Martinique-Puerto Plata -— ee ec .. July 10, 1902 .. ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro TET m vs жа .. Aug. 13, 1902 ae 


St. Lucia-St. Vincent. ee ee ee es Sept. 19, 1902 .. “> 
Reissa-Issa $e oe s m «s ee Oct. 22, 1902 . x 
Reixsa-Yemani .. - ay Ee 2x .. Oct. 22, 1902 .. 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. T Sa ss . Feb. 27, 1903 


.. April 18, 1908 ,, Hn 
.. July 6. 1903 d - 
.. July 16, 103 . RS 
oe duly 27, 1903 ae ee 
.. July 28 1903. .. ee 


New York-Haiti m ee 
Siteebondo- Bandjermasin 
Zanzibar-Mombassa 
Perim-Assab 
F'ao-Bushire © P 

LANDLINES. 
U.S. of Colombia: I. andlin s to Dagua.. 
To Puerto Barrios 59 2 az 


.. July 14,1903. . 
. . dulg 28, 1903 
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Wireless Telegraphy.—In reply to a House of Com- 
mons question, Mr. Arnold-Forster stated that all battleships and a 
very large number of cruisers are fitted either with the Marconi 
8ystem of wireless telegraphy or with modifications of that system. 
The present average expenditure upon wireless telegraphy is about 
£20,000 per annum, a considerable portion of this amount being 
paid to the Marconi Co. An agreement with the Marconi Co. is 
now being concluded, and the use of wireless telegraphy throughout 
the service will be greatly extended in the future. 

The Prime Minister stated the other day that the question of the 
most desirable places for the establishment of wireless telegraphy 
stations is one which is constantly under the consideration of the 
Government Departments, and the esstern portions of the Empire 
are not omitted from their survey. 

Rear-Admiral Grillo, Captsin Bonomo (representing the Italian 
Ministry of Marine), Signor Cardarelli (Departmental Chief in the 
Ministry of Posts), and Lieut. Solari (on bebalf of the Ministry of 
Posts), are to represent Italy at the International Conference of 
Wireless Telegraphy, which opens at Berlin on August 4th. Col. 
Rippisley will represent the Br.tish War Office at the Conference ; 
the Admiralty will be represented by Captain H. L. Heath, R.N., 
Assistant Director of Naval Intelligence, accompanied by Lieut. 
C. В. Payne, who assisted Capt. Jackson, F.R.S., in many of his 
original and important experiments in wireless telegraphy, and is 
at present charged with the wireless telegraph duties on H.M.S. 
Vernon. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 
Belgium.—August 6th. Tenders are being invited by 


the Provincial Government authorities at Liège for the work of 
converting the tramway between Liège and Jerneppe to electric 
traction. Tenders are to be sent to Le (iouvernement Provincial, 
Lige, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Brighton.—August 10th. Electricity meters for one 
year. See "Official Notices" July 24th. 


Edinburgh. — August 3rd. 
" Official Notices" July 24th. 


France.—August llth. The French Ministry of the 
Colonies, in Paris, is inviting tenders for the supply of 60 tons of 
annealed and.galvanised iron wire required in connection with the 
telegraph service in Indo-China. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Ministére des Colonies, Rue 
Jean Nicot 4 bis, Paris. 


France.—August 13th. Tenders are being invited by 
the French Post and Telegraph authorities in Paris for the supply 
of 170,000 porcelain insulators. Tenders are to be sent to Le Sous- 
Secretariat d'Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle 
103, Paris, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Arc lamp- posts. See 


Guadeloupe. — August 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until August 29th next by the municipal authorities of Point à Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 
lighting of the town. 


Halifax. August 4th. Feeder cables for electricity 
supply. See Official Notices to-day. 


Holland. — October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal autberities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Hungary.—Angust 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until August 31st next by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
czebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 H.P. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 
more electric meters. See ''Official Notices June 12th. 


Leeds.— August 7th. Messrs. Graham, Morton & Co., 
Ltd., want tenders for the necessary electric cables, fittings, &o., for 
their new works. See “ Official Notices " July 17th. 

London.—Angust 11th. Low tension feeder switch- 
boards for the tramways sub-stations in Camberwell and New Cross. 
See “ Official Notices " July 10th. 

London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-H.P. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving & three-phase 


500 or 


generator, for the Greenwich power station. See “Offcial 
Notices" July 24th. 
New South Wales. — September 12th. Tenders are 


being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 Kw. for their tramway 
power station. 

Northampton.-—August 15th. Steam dynamos, battery, 
switchboard, equipment of trolley lines, feeders, cars, permanent 


way, buildings, car-sheds, piping, condenser, &c., fcr tramways. 


power station. See Official Notices to-day. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Rochdale.—August 10th. Sixteen double-deck doubie- 
truck, 20 double-deck single, and 5 single-deck combination cars. See 
“ Official Notices " Juuly 24th. | 


Stockport. — August 4th. Tools, &c., for car-shed, 
workshops. See Official Notices July 24th. | 


Stockport,—August 4th. A 10-в.н.р. electric enclosed 


motor for the Corporation. 


Swindon.—August 26th. 


paving for Corporation tramways. 


West Ham.—August 21st. 
See “Official Notices,” to-day. ` 


Rails, permanent way, and 
See Official Notices to-day. 


Traction switchboard, &c. 


CLOSED. 


Beckenham.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender, at 
£492, of the British Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
for electric meters. 


Coventry.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Alphons Custodis Co. for the erection of the chimney-stack at the 
electric lighting works at £1,543, and that of Messrs. Kelley & Son 
for the remainder of the extensions at £1,772. 


Hammersmith.—The Lighting Committee has received 
the following tenders for supplying the pumping plant required in 
connection with the extension of the condensing scheme :— 
Witting, Eborall & Co., Ltd. (recommended), £1,000; Crompton 
and Co, Ltd, £2,543; John Spencer & Co., Ltd., £2,662; the 
Lahmeyer Electrical Co., Ltd., £2,713. The following tenders 
were received for supplying arc lamps and accessories :— Enclosed 
type lamp, parallel system, Reason Manufacturing Co. (recom- 
mended), £373; General Electric Co., £377 5s.; Drake & Gorham, 
£407; Westminster Engineering Co., £447. There were 19 
tenders for other types. 


Ipswich.—The Corporation has placed an order with 
the British Weetinghovse Co., for a watering and track-cleaning 
car, complete with all necessary electrical equipments, to be used 
in connection with the electric tramway system. | 


Leicester.—The Tramways Committee has accepted the 
following tenders :—Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., for 58 cars at 
£570 each; Messrs. T. Hutchinson & Sons (Leicester), for the 
erection of the main car depót at £16,846; Messrs. Maw & Co., 
Ltd. (Jackfield), wall tiling in engine room, £1,029; Messrs. Cross 
and Cross (Walsall), steel roofs for the main car дер‘, £1,621 48. ; 
Messers. Diespeker, Ltd. (London), floor tiling at the generating 
station; Messrs. Jones & Willis (Birmingham), railings and colamns 
for the switchboard gallery at the generating station, £191 158. ; 
Messrs. Ashwell & Nesbit (Leicester), for heating the main car 
depót, £318. 


London.—The London County Council received the 
following tenders for the construction of a pier, river wall and 
condeneing- water pipes at the Greenwich power station :— 


A. Fasey & Son (incomplete. - ЕЯ m .. £523,999 
J. Cochrane & Sons (accepted) ics $4 .. 55.558 
J. B. Squire & Co... HE vs 57,310 
Pethick Bros. ; a S ia 0 ae .. 63,165 
Alfred Thorne a EM vs Же = - .. 04811 
Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical Co. x ae . 65,100 
Т. Pedrette & Со... sse "M ee ee eo oe 9,855 
STEEL Wonk FOR THE GREENWICH STATION, 
J. Westwood & Co. £36,808 
Dorman, Long & Co. 39,931 
The Horseley Co. .. s 41,517 


Fulham Steel Works Co. ЕР 5 x 27 v 
„ (alternative, but not to specification) 87,000 


»* ” 


The Highways Committee recommended the Council to accept the 
tender of Messrs. Dorman, Long & Co. After discussion, however, 
at a meeting of the Council on Tuesday, it was decided to accept 
the tender of Westwood & Co., subject to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee approving the terms and conditions of the contract, but that 
otherwise the offer of Dorman, Long & Co., should be accepted. 


LIGHTING AND BELLWORK AT ROTHERHITHE Енке STATION. 


Oliver, Clark & Co. (accepted) д ev iu . . £211 
F. J. Coleby & Со. .. bx a n v 50 . 220 
A. H. Marshall x us ws oe sa 58 .. 220 
L. Sunderland & Co.. i và 5 ei sa ee: cel 
F, A. Glover & Co. ae ee ee oe ee ae ee 221 
Alliance Electrical Co. vs s 8 АР. Ө, .. 233 


* 


Stepney.— The B.C. Lighting Committee received the 
following tenders for feed, euction, and other pipe work, storage 
tank, and water-softening plant:—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. (recom- 
mended), £1,612; Royles, Ltd., £1,612; Bertrams, Ltd., £1,684; 
Edward Le Bas & Co., £1,791; Fraser & Fraser, Ltd., £1,860; Sir 
Hiram Maxim Electrical Engineering Co, Ltd., £2,006; Thos. 
Waite, £2,025. 
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ADDENDA TO ELECTRICITY WORKS AND 
TRAMWAYS LISTS. 


WOLVERHAMPTON.— Generating plant: З Belliss, 2 Willans, 1 
Peache engines; 3 E.C.C., 3 Parker dynamos; total 
capacity, 2,080 K W.; max. load, 1,190 xw. Pr. Itg., 43,606 
8.c.P.; lamps added during year, 6,916. Pb. Itg., 53 arc, 
20 inc. Motors, 432 н.р. Units sold: lig, 1,012,399; 
tr., 612,240 ; total, 1,624,639. 


SwaANsEA. — Add 2 MoeLaren-British Westinghouse sets. Total 
capacity, 1,725 xw.; max. load, 547 xw. "Total capital 
expd., £89 595. Pr. Itg., 45,000 8-c.p. Lamps added, 
23,000. Pb. itg., 54 arc. Motors, 440 н.р. Price cbgd. 
for pr., 2d. and 14d. Units sold, 578,182. Av. price obtd., 
3:'54d. Works costs, 1:08d.; total costs, 1 48d. 


GLascow.—21 B. & W. boilers, no marine. Deduct 3 Willans- 
Siemens sets; add 3 Mavor & Coulson motor-generators 
теср. power fr. tramways dept. Total capacity, 12,396 xw. ; 
max. load, 9,371 xw. Total capital expd., £1,080,124. 
Рг. ltg. (Mar. 31st, 1903), 619,363 8-c.P.; lamps added, 
135,655. Pb. Itg., 719 arc = 11,345 8-c.p. Motors, 1,059 
= 3,732 kw. Price chgd. for pr., 13d. to 1d. Units sold 
during year, 11,501,324. Av. pr. obtd., 2°65d.; pr. ltg. 
only, 2°74d. Works costs, :57d.; total costs, 2 01d. 
(excluding cost of change-over to 250 v.) Four geng. 
stations ; emall plant being replaced by larger sets. 


BUBTON-ON-TRENT.—Tramways owned by Corpn.; opened 1903. 
Manager and engineer, P. J. Pringle. Miles of track, 73; 
gauge, 3 ft. 6 in. Rails, 901b. Side bracket suspension. 
Motor-cars, 20. Motors, two 25-H. p. Dick, Kerr per саг. 
Boilers, 6 Lanc.; generators, З Willans-B. T. H., total 
300 xw. (exclusive of ltg. plant). Mains, BI.W. solid 
in earthenware troughs. 


PETERROROUGH.—Tramways owned by Peterborough Elec. Traction 
Co., Ltd.; opened 1903. Manager, F. P. Comber. Electl. 
engineer, B. Croft. Miles of track, 52; gauge, 3 ft. 6 in. 
Rails, 94 lb. Spsn wire and bracket arm suspension. 
Motor-cars, 12. Motors, Brush 800 B. Mains, lead-covd. 
and ppr.-insd., drawn into c.i. ducts. 


SuTTON AND HowTH TRAMBOAD.—QGeneral manager, Н. Plews; 
electrical engineer, A. W. Whieldon (G.N. Ry. I.). Motor- 
cars, 11. Motore, 374 н.р. Westinghouse; 40 n. P., В.Т.Н. 
Plant capacity, 550 xw. Annual car- mileage, 80,000. 
Delete W. H. Mills, Ch. Eng.“ 


NOTES. 


The Diesel Engine.—The paper by Mr. H. A. de Clark 
upon this engine, which was read at the July meeting of the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, is distinctly a professor's 
paper. It deals with the history of the Diesel engine, and gives an 
outline of the inventor'sline of thought. The result of reading 
this description is to impress upon the reader the fact that the 
iuventor set out to do certain tbings which, while fitting in with 
thermo-dynamic theories, could not be carried out in practice. 
Thus Herr Diesel wanted a double or rather a compound curve of 
compression, & part of it being adiabatic, and a part being 
isothermal. He wanted а cylinder without a water jacket, but he 
had to come to the water jacket after all, because of the properties 
of materials of construction. The water jacket, of course, prevented 
any kind of theoretical compression curve, and the final com- 
pression curve is one with an index less than 1'4. One thing Herr 
Diesel did accomplish, and it was a good thing well done. He 
abolished all risk of premature explosion, simply by not com- 
pressing the fuel in the hot cylinder. He compressed pure 
nir to the ignition temperature of the fuel, and he injected 
the fuel into tbe hot air. By thus eliminating all risk 
of premature explosion, Diesel rendered it possible to 
use very high compression, and this is practically all that he 
evolved from a supposed more theoretical system of working. The 
Diesel engine is really very little modified from the ordinary 
internal combustion engine, and the moditication might just as well 
have been made, as it probably would soon have been made, by a 
mere mechanic. The compression of air alone was, however, an 
idea of great value, because it eliminates the dangers inseparable 
from all internal combustion engines, and more particularly from 
the use of the more easily exploded fuels, such as contain much 
bydrogen. ‘The process of dilution of the Diesel idea is a little 
humorous to read, because water jackets had been found imperative 
by long experience, at lower temperatures than Diesel attempted. 
The only fault cured by Diesel was, in fact, that of insufficient 
compression, a fault long recognised by gas engine men, and every 
credit must be given to him for cutting out this obstacle to further 
development. The remainder of the paper deals with tests made 
on Diesel engines, which show an oil consumption as low as 0:476 lb. 
per n. H. p.-hour. It is, of course, essential that an engine run at 
500 Ibs. pressure, and with air compressed to a red heat, should be 
very well made. As high as 253 per cont. thermal efficiency 16 
claimed to have been ahown on test. i 


The Strength of Shell Boilers.—It is curious to read 
of the failure at Trieste to satisfactorily build two large donkey 
boilers. This appears to bave convinced the authorities there that 
marine boilers cannot yet be constructed at Trieste, and they are 
built in England, sent out in pieces, and rivetted up at Trieste. 
Evidently, therefore, the difficulty they experience is not with the 
rivetting, but with the plating-up work. Some boiler makers may 
be very lax in the plating-up of their work. If two rings of plate fit 
loosely together, unless great care be taken to put in the firet few 
rivets diametrically opposite each other, so as at once to divide the 
ring seams into a number of equal arcs, the slack fitting will all be 
driven together. By the above method any slackness of fit is equally 
divided round the ring seam, and better work results. An ideal 
perfection of plating work would be that which would enable 
a ring sean to be rivetted round, rivet by rivet, without 
any Blackness accumulating. Modern plating of the best 
order comes very close to this perfection, but in all cases 
the course of the rivetting should be as explained above. The 
final parfection of work thus secured is such that large boilers 
are so nearly tight from the rivetters that caulking is little 
more than a formality. Ав shell boilers are now made, the 
longitudinal seams have a strength considerably over 80 per 
cent. of the solid plate. These seams, being always placed in 
the steam space, are not exposed to corrosion, and the strength of 
the under-water parts of a boiler may be reduced 20 per cent. with- 
out really destroying the initial pressure rating of the boiler. In 
fact, shell boilers are really constructed with a margin of nearly 
20 per cent. for wear and tear—a margin that is very apt to be over- 
looked by those who speak about the inevitable reduction of pressure 
enforced by boilerinsurance companies. Every boiler expert knows of 
this margin of strength initially provided,and knows that the weakest 
part of the shell is placed out of the range of corrosive influences. 
He further knows what a shocking appearance is presented by the 
interior of a badly corroded boiler, which has lost, perhaps, only 
5 per cent. of its solid plate strength. Thick -· and-thin advocates of 
water-tabe boilers have, in fact, been so busy raising imaginary 
dangers for shell boilers that they have been too busy to attend to 
the deficiencies of their own pet schemes. Men who will 
travel over the Menai Bridge, which has stood 40 years’ 
exposure to increasing loads and acid-laden atmosphere, tremble 
in presence of a shell boiler of modern high-class steel, with a 
margin of stress capacity , perhaps double of the old punched plate- 
iron bridge. 


The Profit-Sharing Scheme of the United States 
Steel Corporation.— The following details of this scheme, as 
described by Mr. Carnegie at the last meeting of the Iron and Bteel 
Institute, may be of interest. During the year 1902 at least 
$2,000,000 of the earnings of the company, or as much more as 
might be necessary for the purcbase of at least 25,000 preferred 
shares, were to be set aside. These shares were to be offered to the 
168,000 employés of the corporation at the price of 382.50 per 
share, each man beirg allowed to subscribe for as much stock as he 
chooses up toa certain proportion of his salary. Men receiving $20,000 
per annum or more are allowed to take up to 5 per cent.; those receiv- 
ing between $10,000 and $20,000, up to 8 per cent.; between $5,000 
and $10,000 up to 10 per cent.; between $2,500 and $5,000, up to 
12 per cent.; between 3500 and 252,500, up to 15 per cent.; and 
those receiving less than $800 per annum, up to 20 per cent. of the 
value of their wages or salaries. If more than 25,000 shares were 
applied for, 25,000 were to be allotted to the different classes, 
beginning with the lowest (last) first, each higher class receiving 
ratably according to the amount left for that class; but each appli- 
cant was to receive at least one full share even if it were necessary 
for the finance committee to purchase more than the 25,000 she res. 
The stock was to be paid for in monthly instalments deducted from 
the men's salary, such deduction not to exceed 25 per cent. of the 
total. Payments may extend over three years, dividends accruing 
to the subscriber from the date he begins to make payments, and 
interest at 5 per cent. being charged on deferred payments. Should 
а man discontinue payments before the stock has been fully paid 
for, he can withdraw the money paid on account of principal, and 
may keep the difference between the 5 per cent. paid as interest 
and the 7 per cent. received on the stock. When fully paid for, an 
ordinary certificate will be issued to the man, and he becomes free 
to sell the stock in the usual manner; but as an incentive to keep 
it, if he exhibits the certificate every January, together with the 
proof that be has remained in the employ of the corporation, and 
has shown proper interest in its welfare and progress, he will 
receive a special bonus of $5 per share per annum. The sums of 
$5 which the corporation does not have to pay owing to men leaving 
their employ will be set aside, and will be credited with 5 per cent. 
interest; and every fifth year this fund will be divided equally 
among the number of shares held by employés still in service, and 
will thus form a second bonus. If a man dies or becomes disabled 
during this five years, the money he has paid or the fully-paid share, 
together with a sum of 35 per share for each of the five years not 
expired, will be paid to him or to his estate. If the scheme 
is successful, a similar offer will be made at the close of the 
present year; but the stock will be offered at about the then market 
price. 


The Aniline Dye Trade.— In the discussion which is 
now taking place about the alleged superiority of German methods 
of technical education, the coal-tar dye trade occupies a prominent 
position, because originally almost entirely British, it i8 at present 
almost entirely Continental. Two diametrically opposite explana- 
tions of this change of locality are offered, neither of which in its 
nnqualified state is correct. Оп the one hand, the loss of the 
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industry in this country is ascribed to purely financial circumstances, 
and on the other its rise in Germany to a business of vast importance 
is attributed to the higher scientific attainments of the German 
chemists. The so-called aniline dyes are not made by electrical 
processes, and, therefore, we are not directly interested in the 
business ; but the phenomena accompanying the transference of the 
industry асговв the sea are worth studying because they teach a 
lesson in the complexity of the causes which determine commercial 
Success in technical directions. It is & fact that practically all the 
dyes first prepared from coal tar—only a few of which are deriva- 
tives of aniline— were discovered by English chemists, and were 
originally manufactured under their guidance in thie country. Most 
of these dyes had serious defects : they were ugly in sbade, fugitive, 
or difficult to use, and others were eagerly sought after. The 
German manufacturers first saw that a dye- making works is 
nothing but a chemical laboratory on a large scale; and in con- 
sequence they were far more willing than Englishmen to equip and 
finance experimental laboratories in which reasonably-paid research 
chemists were permitted and encouraged to discover new products. 
Thus it bappened that very soon new and better dyes were found 
out in Germany, and were put on tbe markets at à time when our 
makers were still turning out the older materials. This kind of 
development has continued to the present day, and still remains 
greater in Germany than with us, not because the German chemists 
are individually better than their British compeers (they are 
not), but because an enormously larger number of chemists 
are engaged in German works. Во far, the greater recog- 
nition of the money value of scientific ability bas benefited 
the German dye-maker; but it by no means explains the 
decadence of the English industry. The second cause, which 
has been hardly less important, depends on the patent laws of 
the two countries. There is no difficulty for a German to obtain an 
English patent for a new process, but there is some when an 
Englishman applies for German protection. As the German 
chemists discovered new dyes, they immediately patented them 
here: not at all with the idea of making the substances in this 
country; and notat all with the object of extracting royalties from 
English manufacturers who might be desirous of working tbe pro- 
cesses, but simply with the intention of preventing the manu- 
facture of the protected dyes anywhere except in their own 
factories. For the various reasons known to all experts in patent 
matters, it has not been possible for the English manufacturer to 
retaliate through the German patent system ; and the net result is 
that the, German can make at home, and export to us, nearly all the 
dyes that have been discovered in any country, while the English- 
man can make only those materials which have not been patented, 
or which he has patented here before any foreigner. A third 
important cause depends on the setate of feeling in Great Britain 
about physiological experiment. Although not dyes, many of the 
new drugs of the European pharmacoposias are coal-tar products, 
and they have been discovered in coal-tar laboratories. When such 
a material is met with here, the difficulties in the way of testing its 
physiological action, and its possible therapeutic value are so great 
—the physiologist is regarded as a sort of Spanish inquisitor or 
homicidal maniac—that hardly any man who values bis peace of 
mind or is timid at the outcries of the faddists, will proceed with 
hie work (unless he goes abroad); and the consequence is that 
nearly all of the newer remedial agente, antipyrine and a host of 
similar preparations, are German products—de facto even when not 
de jure. It is no secret to chemical manufacturers that a very large 
proportion of the profits made in German chemical works come 
from this department, i e., from the preparation of pharmaceutical 
products. These аге the main technical reasons for the loss of the 
dye and “fine chemical " trades; there are others of a financial and 
political character. During the Franco-German war the English 
maker had a monopoly, virtually ; but when peace was restored, 
his doom was sealed. Our railway and steamship companies with their 
remarkable notions about “dangerous” goods, and the way in which 
cost of carriage apparently sometimes varies in inverse proportion 
to the distance travelled, bave helped the German; and, without 
entering upon the abstract question of Free Trade, the fact that he 
has enjoyed our Free-Trade system while we have suffered from 
his protection, has similarly assisted bim. Probably, too, the greater 
energy and better commercial insight of the German Consular 
officials in foreign places have helped their countrymen more than 
our Trade Reports have helped us. All these causes, each according 
to its importance, haveaided the German in seizing possession of the 
bulk of the tar dye trade, and of a large proportion of that in the 
more expensive chemicals; but nothing can ke further from the 
truth than to assert that German development in these directions is 
due solely either to better finance or to the employment of more 
highly trained technical assistants. We might quibble and say that 
much of his success has been due to more highly-trained technical 
assistance; but this means simply that be has derived his inevitable 
benefit from maintaining large laboratories in which every chemist 
is not occupied all day long in supervising the workmen and the 
routine operations of the factory. 


The Works of Messrs. John Cockerill, Ltd.— On 
July 27th the Association of the Birmingham Students of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers left England for a week's tour in 
Belgium. On Tuesday, 21st inst, the party went to Lidge, 
and thence took boat for Seraing, where, under the guidance of Mr, 
Savage, they were taken through the works of the Cockerill Co. 
Founded by the son of an English emigrant nearly a century ago, 
this huge establishment now employs nearly 10,000 men. 
Our correspondent with the party writes:—''The first impression 
that one obtains, is that tbe company seem to manufacture almost 
everything on the engineering market—with the exception of elec- 
trical wares such; as, dynamos, &c. They are, however, fully alive 


to the advantages of electrically driving their plant, for in all the 
shops the cranes and the machine tools are thus operated. 
And, what was of even greater interest to the electrical engineers 
of the party, there were to be seen at work the large gas engines 
driving the dynamos for supplying power and lighting to the works. 
It must be confessed that this seemed to be done in rather a dis- 
jointed and scattered manuer, for instead of the whole plant being 
in one main central station, it seemed to be in three or four parts 
of the worke. However, there was the patent fact that large gas 
engines, of 600 H.P. each, were running in parallel in a perfectly 
satisfactory manner. The speed was 125 r.p.m., and these engines 
were single-acting. They were running on blast furnace gas. 
There were to be seen, also, quite a number of these gas engines 
some of them double-acting—at work driving blowing engines for 
the furnaces. This company was the first to introduce to the 
Continent that greatest invention of modern metallurgy—the 
Bessemer process, and a vast amount of power is used up in supply- 
ing the air blast to the converters. In the erecting shop there was 
a double-acting 1,200 н.р. gas engine, ready for ite trials. The fiy- 
wheel was 20 ft. in diameter. Our guide assured us that it would 
be quite possible to build an engine of 2,400 B H.P., i.e., of two such 
double-acting tandem-cylinder engines coupled direct to the same 
shaft, the alternator being. placed between them. And, said Mr. 
Savage, the alternators coupled under such conditions would run 
quite easily in parallel, the angular variation being lees than is the 
case with many steam engines. It is not unusual for engineers in 
England to associate this company with the manufacture of gas 
engines only; but we saw completed in their workshops the 
marine engines of a Congo steamer, a locomotive for the Belgian 
State Railways, parts of a bridge for the Brussels caual— in short; 
almost everything connected with iron and steel work." 

The party also visited the University, Liè ze, and on Wednesday 
inspected the works of M. Bollinckx, at Brussels. Most of us also 
took tbe opportunity of visiting the field of Waterloo," 


Competition in South Africa.— The correspondent of 
an American journal who is out in South Africa congratulates his 
countrymen on the advantages they possess in being able to ship 
goods to Cape Town more cheaply tban can be done from England. 
This is due, he says, to the shipping combine, which extorts high 
rates and ie doing so much apparently to damage the home trade. 
The rates from America are 10 per cent. less than English rates. 
The correspondent appears to be sound and trustworthy in what he 
says, and so far as negative competition is of any good, the British 
manufacturer who has been lectured and hectored a good deal of 
late may extract some comfort from the statements that Americans 

their goods in boxes much too large, often use a lot of straw- 
filling, and yet omit vaseline paper, and indeed, often appear to act 
up to the belief that as their goods are going so far, no more will be 
heard of them, which is probably very true, for nothing more is 
heard of them norof any more orders. Some files arrived little 
better than rust, and the supposed virtues of American packing 
became very microscopic ; ove of tbe chief faults being the habit of 
missing out parte. We do not know whether this is 
more than ordinarily an American fault, but it is one that 
has attracted attention in this country also. There are, 
however, some American firms who pack goods very differently. 
True, the large box idea is apt to prevail to an unnecessary 
extent, but the system of packing has been perfect, every- 
thing being held in place by properly secured bits of timber, 
and по paper or straw being employed. Neither straw nor paper 
is a healthy article wherewith to pack goods of iron or steel. 
Both materials are inherently damp in our climate, and tend to pro- 
duce rust. American engineers are very prone to send orders to 
America irrespective of quality, and the large number of mining 
engineers on the Rand, who are Americans, is a fact certainly not 
in favour of British productions. It is, we know, claimed that 
Americans are great on rock drills, but engineers who have used all 
types tell us that English-made rock drills are superior to any 
others, and if given a fair chance they would have as good a sale as 
any American drill. Such a body as the London Chamber of 
Commerce ought to inquire into the question of freights and the 
damaging effects of the shipping combine. 


Marriages.— Mr. Henry Burstall, M.I.C.E. (of the firm 
of Burstall & Monkhouse, consulting electrical engineers, West- 
minster), is to be married to-morrow to Miss Alice Maud McLellan, 
youngest daughter of the Mayorof Rochester. The marriage will 


. take place at the Cathedral Church of Rochester. 


Yesterday (Thursday), Mr. Robert N. Tweedy, resident engineer 
of the Dudley, Stourbridge and District Electric Traction Co., Ltd., 
was married at St. Gabriel's, Willesden Green, to Miss Emilie 
Josephine Marsh, youngest daughter of the late Rev. Peter Marsh, 
of O'Meath, co. Louth and Ballinaminton, Moate, co. Westmeath, 
Ireland. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. G. Clibborn, 
vicar of St. Gabriel's, and cousin of the bride; assisted by the Rev. 
H. H. Tweedy, brother of the bridegroom. The bride was given 
away by Mr. J. A. P. Marsh, her brother, who is electrical engineer 
to the Dudley Corporation. We shall only be voicing the senti- 
ments of the large number of electrical friends by whom he is 
known and appreciated, when we wish Mr. Tweedy and his wife 
long-continued health and happiness. 


Gas v. Electric Light in Schools. &c.— Тһе 
official returns recently made to the Bavarian Government on the 
subject of the best lighting for schools and similar institutions, are 
summarised in two numbers of the Journal für Gasbeleuchtung ;'the 
reports show that from the hygienic standpoint petroleum lamps, 
and flat flame and Argand gas burners must be excluded, and the 
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comparison resolves itself into one between Welsbachs and electric 
incandescents. Welsbachs are said to give a better aistribution of 
light with less heat radiation; but, of course, give off more heated 
gases. Direct lighting gives more powerful illumination than indirect 
or reflected, but the effect on the eyes and head is bad. The radiation 
of beat produces dryness in the eyes, a feeling of tension in the fore- 
head, bot head and headache. Direct light causes congestion of the 
reti is, and a demand for more and more light. When direct 
lighting is employed the electric incandescent is necessary, and the 
light should come from one side only, and should be screened. 

Indirect lighting, although apparently rather a dim light, is one 
of great comfort. The loss of light is not so great as might be sup- 
posed. With віх Welebachs in а room having a floor area of 660 
aq, ft., the illumination varied from 25:3 metre-candles to 97, the 
average being 17:5. With indirect the figures were 19:1, 13:3, and 
16:2. The minimum illuminstion should be 10 metre-candles at 
any point, and for fine work 15 to 25. For drawing from models 
reflected lighting is not good, owing to insufficient shadow. Arc 
lamps and, of course, incandescents give less trouble than Wels- 
bachs. For rooms more than 16 ft. 8 in. high electric light is to be 
preferred. One 10-ampere arc should be allowed for an area of 
463 eq. ft.; two six-ampere lamps for 538 to 645 sq. ft. 


Eleetricity in Mines.—From the reporta of H.M. 
Inspectors of Mines recently issued, & marked increase has been 
made in the use of electrical coal-cutting machines, the following 


statement showing the number of machines in use during the years 
1901 and 1902 :— 


District. 1901. 1902. 
East Scotland bs TN T 325 1 11 
West Scotland aes 385 225 Е З 7 
Newcastle... 2% 985 Р .. Not stated. 5 
Durham ТА Vis NT да. 85 11 20 
York and Lincoln ... 805 "s 294 22 35 
Manchester and Ireland ... T ae 11 9 
Liverpool апа North Wales .. Not stated. 4 
Midland (for 1900)... es iss s 28 44 
Stafford see ess iis 12 10 


Mr. McLaren, Н.М. Inepector for East Scotland, states:— 
‘Machines driven by electrical power are on the increase”; and 
Mr. Hall, H.M. Inspector for Liverpool and North Wales, remarks: 
—“ Electric haulage and lighting is becoming more general. There 
appears to be very great variety of opinion among experta as to 
the best kind of power cable for underground work; and also a 
wide difference of opinion as to the risks attending the use of 
electricity in collieries "; while Mr. Stokes, H.M. Inspector for the 
Midlands, ваув: —“ The method of driving the coal-cutter 
by clectricity appears to be not only the cheapest, but 
the easiest of application. To drive by compressed air 
means frequent attention to pipes, with the addition of 
considerable noise in the workirg face from the exhaust 
air, whereas electrical power may be carried with a single 
cable, and the installation may be ueed for lighting, pumping, 
hauling, and coal cutting, by means of a cable, which can be 
moved with ease, and without delay. If coal cutters are гип with 
worm gear, working in oil, and driven by electricity, there should 
be little noise, beyond that due to the teeth of the cutter-wheel 
scratching out the holing cut, and men bave a much better chance 
of hearing any subsidence, or breaking of the roof or timber, than 
when a noisy exhaust from compressed air renders it difficult to 
hear what is taking place.” Considering that 53:8 per cent. of 
underground fatal accidents are due to falls,” the latter part of 
Mr. Stokes's remarks have an important bearing. 


The National Electrical Contractors and Manu- 
facturers’ Associations.— After lengthy conference, the com- 
mittees of these two Associations on Monday arrived at a basis of 
agreement. Owing tothe many difficulties encountered, it has taken 
a long time to bring the negotiations to a successful issue. It is 
believed, however, that the basis of sgreement come to wili prove 
of a very eatisfactory rature to members of both Associations. The 
various heads of the agreement were, later in the day, submitted to 
the central board of contractors and approved by them. The 
Manufacturers! Association also held a general meeting of its 
members, who approved of tbe steps taken by their committee on 
their bebalf. Parties interested in the matter can obtain further 
particulars from the secretaries of the two Associations. 


Erratum.— In our leading article last week, by a printer's 
error, we, unfortunately, were made to say that the charge for street 
lighting was 333d. per unit at Salford; tbe name of the town 
should have been Stafford. The price at Salford is cnly 1 29d., and 
bas never exceeded 2:11d. We regret that the error took place. 


Institution of Mechanical Engineers.—On Tuesday 
the annual conference was opened at Leeds Philosophical Hall. 
Nearly 500 members assembled. Mr. J. Hartley Wieksteed, of 
Leeds, the Presideut of the Inetitution, presided. Mr. H. Ade 
Clark, of the Yorkshire College, contributed a paper on ‘ The 
Diesel Engine," and a discussion followed, in which Mr. E. R. 
Dolby, Professor (food man, and others took part. 


Lancaster Electricity Works.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee are offering certain old plant for ssle. The engineer has 
been authorised to ñx Meldrum forced draught to the two new Lan- 
савһ1ге boilers at the electricity works, at a cost of £140. 


Appointments Vacant, — Canvasser for Battersea 
Borough Council; junior assistant electrical engineer, for Hanley 
(£1C0); electrician and linesman for the Lagos Government 
Railway at £300. See “ Official Notices" to-day. 


Bradford Electricity Department.—The Tramways 
Committee on Tuesday further d:scussed the question of the pro- 
posed amalgamation of the tramwaysand electricity departments. 
It is contended by those who desire the amalgamation that such а 
step would tend to greater efficiency and economy, aad it is thought 
that inasmuch as the position of electrical engineer is now vacant, 
the heads of the two departments might very well be combined. 
This idea, according to a Leeds paper, seemed to find general favour 
with the members, and it was agreed that the salary of the 
manager should be £700, rising anuually to £1,000 in three years. 


Kaye's Oil Cans.—We understand that since the notice 
of Kaye’s new patent serrated oil cans appeared in our issue of 
July 5th, Mesers. Joseph Kaye & Sons, Ltd, of Leeds, have 
received an order from H.M. Navy for 7,500 of these oil cans. 


Works for Sale.—4As will be seen from a notice among 
our advertisements to-day, the works of the Grant's Drill and 
Trolley Co. (in liquidation) are offered for sale by private treaty. 


Personal.—At "Tuesday's meeting of the L.C.C., Mr. J. 
Burns, on the motion for the reception of the report of the High- 
ways Committee, asked the chairman as to the accuracy of a state- 
ment made in a Birmingham newepaper that day, announcing that 
Mr Alfred Baker, the manager of the London County Council 
Tramways Department, had accepted an offer to go to Birmingham 
to manage the municipal tramways. In reply to this question, Mr. 
J. W. Benn stated that the best response would be to read a letter 
which he had received from Mr. Baker that morning. The letter 
stated that the writer had been offered, and he had accepted, the 
position of general manager of the Birmingham Corporation tram- 
ways, and that he had placed his resignation the hands of the chair- 
man of the Council. Mr. Benn said that he had received the letter 
with regret, and he remarked that it was unfortunate that the 
Council shauld lose во able an officer. The resignation of the tram- 
ways manager having been accepted, the Council authorised the 
issue of advertisements for a successor. 

Mr. J. Fierz bas recently been appointed chief electrician to the 
Brush Co. He brings with him from the Continent a high reputa- 
tion for technical ability. A Swies by birth, Mr. Fierz received his 
early training at the Polytechnic High School of Ziirich, where he 
took bis diploma with honours as mechanical and electrical 
engineer. His first engagement was with Messrs. Brown, Boveri 
and (‘o., of Baden, Switzerland, with whom he was chiefly occupied 
with tbe design of polyphase alternators. Mr. Fiers afterwards 
spent some time with a French firm, which he left on being offered 
the position of designer fur continuous-current machinery at the 
Charleroi works of the Socié:é Electricité et Hydraalique. Subse- 
quently and in succession to Mr. Heyland, one of the most eminent 
Continental designers, the supervision of the alternating current 
department was added to bis duties, and a considerable number of 
single and polyphase generators, synchronous and asynchronous 
motors, &c., were developed during his stay. The result of Mr. 
Fierz's work at Loughborough will, no doubt, soon be practically 
appreciated in the British market for the latest types of generators, 
motors, and other electrical apparatus. 

Prof. J. A. Ewing, F.R.8., LL D., has been appointed a member 
of the Explosives Committee in the place of the late Sir W. C. 
Roberts Austen, K.C.B., F.R.S., D.C.L. 

Mr. A. Н. Sears and Mr. Т. Welbeck Graves have been appointed 
by the London County Council as electrical assistants in the 
engincer's department in the second class at the commencing salary 
at £175 a year each. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Mr. Зтлтхев Hotcarns has resigned his position as assistant 
electrical engineer at the Hanley Electricity Works, to take up a 
post with the Industrial Engineering Co., Newton, Hyde, that firm 
having taken up his pateut motor, speed gear ard automatic clutch. 

The staff and employés of the Ilford Electricity Works went for 
their annual outing on Saturday, July 18th. The company number- 
ing 46, drove to Roydon, Herts. Mr. A. H. SxHaw, the electrical 
engineer, presided at the dinner and tea, which were held at 
" New Inn." A walking stick was presented to Mr. W. G. THOMAS, 
for services rendered as hon. secretary of the outing arrangements. 

On Thursday last week & cricket match was played at Worcester 
between the staffs of the alternating and continuous current gene- 
rating stations. The rivalry was very keen. The match was won 
by the “Alternators” by the narrow margin of three runs. 
C. Baylies and A. Knott were the most successful batsmen. The 
match is in future to be an annual event, and a challenge cup has 
been presented by the chief engineer. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Bath Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (78,083). — Thie 
company was registered on July 21st, wiih a capital of £15,000 in £1 shares, to 
adopt an agreement with H. V. Kramer and J. A. Steven, to acquire and turn to 
account certain inventions in relation to electric-motor controllers and resist- 
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ance material, and the patent righte for such inventions, and to carry on the 
business of electhical engineers, electricians, mechanical engineerr,and manu- 
facturers of and dealers in all apparatus, machinery, a; pliauces and materials 
used in connection with the generation, distribution, supply, regulation, 
control, accumulation and employment of electricity. The tiret subscribers 
(each witb 50 shares) are:—H. V. Kramer, c'o H. V. Kramer & Co., electric 
power engineers, Lower Weston, Bath, engineer; Mrs. B. R. von Kramer, 19, 
Newbridze Hill, Bath; J. A. Steven, Piovan-ide, engine works, Glasgow, 
engineer; W. J. Hack, со H. V. Kramer & Co., Lower Weston, Bath, engineer; 
P. K. Stothert, Woolley Grange, Brauford-on-Avon, Wilts, M. I. C. E.: W. Pitt, 
co Stothert & Pitt, Bath, M.I.C.E.; and J. Н. Brown, c/o H. V. Kramer & Co., 
Lower Weston, Bath, A.LE E. Minimum cash subscription half the shares 
offered to the public. The number of directors is not to be Ices than three nor 
more than five; the first are K. V. Kramer, J. A. Steven and W. Pitt; 
qualification, £50; remuneration, 5 per cent. of the net profits available for 
distribution. 


British Electric Separating Co., Ltd. (78.130).—This com- 
pany was registered on July 24th, with a capital of £6,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire the business of tin strippers carried on at Swansea by H. A. Leaver, as 
“Н. A. Leaver & Co., and to carry on the business of stripping tin from tin- 
plate scrap and other articles by electricity or otherwise, and Any business con- 
nected with the electro-deposition of metals. The first subscribers are:—H. A. 
Leaver, Swansea, metal merchant, 100 shares; J. R. Leaver, Glannant, 
Westeron, Swansea, J.P., works manager, 100 shares; B. Dickinson, 59, 
Holbeach Road, Catford, S.E., gentleman, 100 shares; A. Sinzininex, 3, 
Priorton Terrace, Swansea, chemist, 1 share; A. B. Livingston, 7, Sketty Road, 
Swansea, coal exporter, 1 share; E. M. Jones, 12, Walter Road, Swansea, 
cashier; and T. H. Vaughan, 4, Richmond Road, Swansea, accountant, 1 share. 
Minimum cash subscription 20 per cent. of the shares offered to the publio, 
The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than five; the first 
аге Н. A. Leaver, J. R. Leaver and B. Dickinson; qualification, £100; 
nane caen as fixed by the company. Registered оћісе, New Cut Road, 

wansea. 


Electrical Engineering Co. of London, Ltd. (78,036).—This 
company was registered on July 21st, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, to 
construct and maintain cables, wires, lines, accumulators, lamps and works, to 
generate and supply electricity, and to carry on the general business of elec- 
tricians, electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in 
electrical apparatus, suppliers of electric light, &c. The first subscribers (each 
with one share) are : — T. E. Brown, 90, Boston Road, Hanwell, W, engineer; 
C. Clarke, 44, Derrick Street, Rotherhithe, electrician; J. Amey, 841, Fore 
Street, Edmonton; A. E. Short, Kimberiey Villas, Lower Edmonton, elec- 
trical engineer; W. A. Daniels, 81, Knightrider Street, E.C., restaurant pro- 
prietor ; J. M. Baxter, 60, Watling Street, E.C., stationer; and J. G. Evans, 12, 
Sunnyside Road, Upper Holloway, N., builder. No initial public issue. 
Registered without articles of association. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Underground Electric Railway Co. of London, Ltd. (73,376). 


—4A trust deed dated May 29th, 1903, covering a series of profit-sharing secured 
notes for an aggregate ncminal amount not exceeding £7,000,000, has been 
registered. Date of resolution creating series: April 80th, 1943. Property 
charged: various stocks and shares in railway and other companies. as 
scheduled in trust deed. Trustees: The London and Westminster Bank, Ltd., 
41, Lotbbury, Е.С. 


Electric Reduction Co., Ltd. (54,724).—Issue on June 25th of 


£2.00 debentures, part of a series created December l]fRtb, 1899, to secure 
£15,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously outstanding of 
same series, £5,:00. 


Neweastle-upon-Tyne Electrie Supply Co., Ltd. (27,997) — 
Issue on June 18th of £82,600 4 par cent. debentures (886 of £100 each), part of 
aser.es created October Ard, 1901. to secure 4250, 000. Property charged: the 
company’s undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital. No trustees. Previously і: sued of same series, £211,400. 


Electric Traction Co. of Hong Keng, Ltd. (75,486).—A trust 
deed dated July Ist, 1903, to secure £195,000 debentures created by resolution of 
December 17th, 1902 (none of which have yet been issueo) has been registered. 
Property «harg-d:—-(Specifically): £300 fully-paid shares in the Hong Kong 
Tramway Co., Ltd. (A- а first and floating security): all the company’s assets, 
present and tutor, including uncalled capital. Trustees: United Exploration 
Co., Ltd., 19, 85. Swithin’s Lane, Е.С. 


Melton Mowbray Electric Light Co., Ltd. (53,018).—This 
company’s annual return was filed on March 24th, when 1,610 shares had been 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £10,000 in 2,000 share- of £5 each. 45 рег 
share bas been called np, and £8,050 bas been paid. Mortgages and charges: 
410.000 (£5,000 further debentures subsequently issued). 


Melton Mowbray Electrie Light Co., Ltd. (53,078).—Iseue on 
Jone Zird of £5,000 debentures, part of a teries created March 6th, 1901, to 
secure £20,000, charged on freehold land in Regent's Street, Melton Mowbray, 
and tbe сошрат.у'в buildings, machinery, plant and other property, present aid 
future, including uncalled capital. Trustees under deed of April 17th, 1901: 
W. B. Hopkins, Clun House. Surrey Street, W.C., and F. E. Gripper, Broad 
Sanctuary Chambers, S. W. Previously issued of same series: £10,000. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles Co., Ltd. (67,136).—Issue on July 7th 
of £600 debentures, part of a series created by resolutions of December 8rd, 
1901, and February 7th, 1902, to secure £6,500, charged on the company's 
property, present and future, except uncalled capital, No trustees. Previously 
issued of same series: 45,350. 


Peterborough Electric Traction Co., Ltd. (74,562).— This 
company's я! nual return, made up to October 21st, 1902, was filed on April 21st, 
1955. The capital is £60,000 in 6,000 ordinary and 6,000 pretererce shares of £5 
each, of which seven shares have been taken up ard paid for іп 1ull No 
mortzspes or charges. [Subsequently to date of above return, 4,000 ordinary 
and 4,000 preference shares have been allotted. | 


Royce, Ltd., Electricians, Manchester (63.871).--Issue on July 
lth of £5,000 debentures, part of a series created March 27th, 1903, to secure 
£2.,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, except uncalled capital. Trustees under deed of March 25th, 1408: 
The Law Guarantee and Trust Society, Ltd, 40, Chancery Lane, W.C. 
Freviously issued of same series : £12,100. 


Ingleton Electric Lighting and Power Co., Ltd. (60,796).— 


Issue on July lith of a debenture for £100, part of a series created August Sth, 
1307, to secure £450, charged on the company’s undertaking and property, 
present and future, including uncalled capital, subject to prior debentures 
amoanting in all to 42, 0. No trustees, Previously issued of same series, 4800 


Woking Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (46,175).—Issue on June 
20th of £100 debentures, part of a series created November 2nd, 1899, to seoure 
£25,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same 
series: £22,200. 


West African Telegraph Ca., Ltd. (21,626).—This company's 
annual return was filed on July 31d, when 23,109 shares had be-n taken up out 
of a nominal capital of £400,010 in 40,060 :hares of 210 each. £10 per share 
has been called up, resulting in the receipt of £231,090. Mortgages and 
charges, nil. 


National Electric Wiring Co., Ltd. (53.364).—This company's 
annual return was filed on Jone 16th, when 118,971 shares had been taken up 
out of a nominal capital of £250,000 in £i shares. £i has been called up on 
each of 100,120 shares, resulting in the receipt of £100,120. 18,851 shares are 
considered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


i 
Тнв past year's returns for the Borough of 


Croydon Croydon electrical department show a con- 
Corporation tinuation of the rapid expansion in business 
Electricity which fcrmed a special feature of the previous 
Department. year. This has been largely due to the acquisi- 


tion of a traction load, which during the paat 
12 months contributed some 967,924 units out of the increase of 
1,321,454 units, or 73 per cent. 

Bince the advent of Mr. J. Gray Scott to the position of electrical 
engineer many improvements in detail in the generating plant and 
a change-over in the central part of the town from alternating to 
direct supply bave been carried out, all of which should tend to 
increase efficiency in working. He has also a further large exten- 
sion scheme in view, necessitated by the rapidly growing demands 
of the area. The total capacity of the plant in kilowatts amounts 
to 3,215. 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 
от year ending March 25th— 1902, 1908. Inc. 


Total capital expended $us . . £212,389 £231,343 £18,954 
Unite sold private lighting ... *. 986,372 1,189,943 203,571 
» » public lighting ... ... 480.962 630.921 149,959 
„ traction sin .. 343,053 1,810,977 967.924 


Total number of units sold... _... 1,910,387 3,131,841 1,391,454 


Number of 30-watt lamps connected 78,386 96,479 18,093 
: 386 arcs. 392 arcs. 6 arcs. 

Number of public lampes ... 24 incan. 26 incan. 2 incan. 
Maximum load in kilowatts S. 1,683 2,127 444 
Rene Gross revenue oo £27,483 440, 157 £12,674 
Account „ expenditure ... £14,582 £21,889 £7,307 
| » profit. £12,901 £18,268 £5,367 

Average price!per unit sold ve 3 56d. 303d. — 53d. 


The increase in revenue from all sources during the year amounts 
to £12,674, as compared with a similar increase of £9,300 last year: 
The prices charged are as follows :— Private lightiug, 7d. and 2d.» 
maximum demand, or 5d. flat rate, per unit; power, 24d. per unit ; 
traction, 2d. per unit; and for public lighting, £18 per arc per 


annum. 
REVENUB STATEMENT. 


1902. 1903, 
Gross. Per unit. Grose. Per unis. Ino. 
Sale of energy ... .. £26,780 3°56d. £39,512 3:034. — 53d. 
Meter rents sas 615 08d. 411 034. —054. 
Sundry receipts 920 88 004. 234 024. ‘02d. 
Gross revenue ... £27,483 3°64d. £40,157  3'08d. — 56d. 


— — Eee — 


The works costs again show a satisfactory decrease of 1d. per unit 
sold. While the item for fuel still improves, in spite of the high initial 
cost of coal, the great reduction appears in management expenses, 
which are 14d. down. The total works costs are now 1684. per 
unit—an improvement on many of the more modern systems in the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis. 


Works Cosra. 
1902. 1903. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Perunit. Ino. 


Coal E 2; “ж э £6,954 2d. £10,758 d. —'09а. 
Uil, waste, water and engine-room 
stu:es .. $860 114. 1,233 боа. — 02d 


Salaries and wages incurred in 
generation and distribution, and 
attending public lamps .. T 

Repairs and maintenance of build- 
ings, engines, boilers, dynamos, 
&c., and public lamps cs 1,838 


Works and distribution costs £11,024 ld6d. £17,823 137d. - 09d. 
Rent, rates and taxes “з 2% 416 оба. 1,092 ока, 02а. 
Managerment expenses, salaries 

engineer, secretary, and clerical 
staff .. "m E s 
General establishment charges, 
stationery, printing, insurance, 
&c. ee [EJ ee ee es 1,178 15а. 1,454 11а. —‘0id. 


Total expenditure . . £14,582 1b 3d. £21,869 168d. 


a 


1,372 19d. 8.513 27d. d. 
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Financially, the department has had & very successful year, some 


£18,000 gross profit having resulted, as compared with £13,000 in 
1902. 


Interest and sinking fund absorbed £13,545, leaving a net profit 
on the year’s working of £4,655 ; of this sum £3,000 was transferred 
to the reserve fund, and £1,000 to the rates. і 


PRoriT STATEMENT. 


1902. 1903. 
Interest on loans £5,707 £6,810 
Sinking fund 855 ea PA 4,622 6,705 
Balance carried to next account ... si 51 68 
Net profit for year ... “ea sk 2,521 4,655 
Gross profit .. £12,901 £18,268 


— — we — 


CITY NOTES. 


British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 


Ма. W. A. МаАктнов, М.Р. (Chairman), presided at 83, Cannon 
Street, E.C., on Wednesday, over the eighth ordinary general meet- 
ing of the above company, when the following report was pre- 
sented :—" The directors have pleasure in submitting their seventh 
annual report and statement of accounts, covering the period of 
nine months from July 1st, 1902, to March 31st, 1903. The addi- 
tional building for stores and manufacturing purposes mentioned in 
the sixth annual report has been completed, and adds greatly to the 
capacity of the works. The number of hands employed is steadily 
increasing ; the staff, exclusive of those employed iu the office, now 
numbers nearly 1,300— more than double the number employed at 
the time of the last report. During the period under review further 
important additions to the factory buildings bave been authorised 
and are now under construction, which will largely increase our 
manufacturing facilities. A large extension to the office building 
has been necessitated by the increase in the business of the com- 
pany, and contracts for its construction will be let in the near 
future. 

“Great Northern and City Railway.—The company has com- 
pleted the electrical work in connection with this installation and 
the trials of the electrical trains have proved satisfactory. 

“ Hamilton, Motherwell and Wishaw Tramways.—The contract in 
connection with this enterprise is approaching completion and the 
road will be opened for traffic this summer. 

“ North-Eastern Railway.—During the period under review the 
company bas secured the contract for tbe electrification of the local 
lines of this railway in the Newcastle district, and the work is now 
actively progressing. 

" Central London Railway.—We have furnished multiple unit 
train control equipments to replace the locomotives on this railway, 
and these trains are running with satisfactory results. 

“ Lancashire Power Construction Co., and Yorkshire Electrical Power 
(o.—The company has secured contracts for the complete steam 
and electrical installation for these two large power schemes. 

" Curtis. Turbine.—The company has recently acquired exclusive 
rights to sell the Curtis steam turbine for electrical purposes in the 
United Kingdom. Contracts have already been secured for turbo- 
units of an aggregate capacity of 11,000 kw. А 500-&w. Curtis 
turbine will be added to the plant of the company at its Rugby 
works, and will beavailable for inspection during the autumn. 

“ Other Enterprises.— Your directors believe that the company has 
good value in the other enterprises in which it has investments, and 
are satisfied with their condition and prospects. 

“The profits after deducting general and technical expenses, dis- 
counts and interest, amount to £47,064 15s. 7d., of which sum 
£21,466 15s. 8d. has been applied as shown in the profit and loss 
account. The available balance (as shown by the balance-sheet) is 


£21,271 178. 6d., which the directors recommend be distributed as 
follows:— 


£2,447 9 7 todividend accrued March 31st, 1903, on £400,000 
4 per cent. cumulative preference shares, fully 
paid. 

12,000 0 0 to dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. per 
annum for nine months on £400,000 ordinary 
shares, fully paid. 

2,353 4 9 to reserve, being 5 per cent. on £47,064 15s. 7d. 
4,471 3 2 to profit and loss new account. 


£21,271 17 6." 


— 


The CrainmMan formally moved: — That the report of the 
directors produced, together with the annexed statement of the 
company’s accounts at March 31st, 1903, duly audited, be now 
received, approved and adopted, and that the recommendations 
therein contained as to dividends and otherwise be adopted and 
carried out.” 


| . Mr. FRANKLIN seconded thc motion, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. Monxs moved the re-election of the retiring directors, 
Messrs. W. A. McArthur, C. Burrell, E. W. Rice, and General E. 
Griffin. 

Mr. Lazagus seconded the motion, and it was carried. 

The re-election of the auditors, Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co., 


proposed by Mr. F. W. Lazarus was agreed to, and the meeting 
ended, 


Eastern Telegraph Co. 


Тнк report for the half-year ended March 31st last, presented to 
the meeting on 29th inst., states that revenue for the period 
amounted to £626,600, from which are deducted £162,847 for the 
ordinary expenses and £27,472 for expenditure relating to repairs 
and renewals of cables, &c., during the half-year. After providing 
£7,207 for depreciation of spare cable, £110 for sundry differences 
in exchange, and £11,365 for income-tax, there remains a balance 
of £417,748, to which is added £22,383 brought from the preceding 
half-year, making a total available balance of £440,131. From 
this there has been paid interest on mortgage debenture stock, 
dividends on preference stock, and an interim dividend of 1} per 
cent. on the ordinary stock, leaving a balance of £320,031, out of 
which the directors have placed £5,000 to reserve fund for main- 
tenance ships, and £180,000 to general reserve. They now recom- 
mend a final dividend on the ordinary stock for the year of 1} per 
cent., and a bonus of 2 per cent., amounting together to £130,000, 
making, with the three previous payments on account, a total dis- 
tribation of 7 per cent. for the year. The balance of £5,031 is pro- 
posed to be carried forward. | 

The sixty-second half-yearly meeting of the shareholders of the 
company was held on Wednesday at River Plate House, Е.С, 
Sir J. Wolfe Barry, K.C.B., in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said the 
gross revenue for the half-year ending March 31st, 1903, amounted to, 
in round figures, £626,000, as against, in the corresponding period 
of 1902, £617,000, or an increase of £9,000. Of this increase about 
£4,000 was derived from the message receipts, about £1,000 more 


, had been received from investments in other telegraph companies, 


and over £4,000 of the excess had been received from interest on 
their surplus funds placed on loan and deposit. As compared with 
the corresponding period of 1902, the following reduced tariffs 
had been in operation during the whole of the present balf-year :— 
(1) Between Europe and the Straits Settlements and the Dutch 
Indies, from 4s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. and from 5s. to 4s. respectively, and 
for Sumatra and other islands from 5s. 5d. to 4s. 5d. (2) Between 
Great Britain and Victoria, 4s. 10d. to 38.; Queensland, 5s. 1d. to 
38. ; and New Zealand, from 5s. 2d. to 3s. 4d. under agreements for 
“ Standard Revenue” with certain of the Australian Colonies, 
which have since been completed by a tentative agreement with 
the Federal Government of Australia, which only awaited ratifica- 
tion by the Senate. (3) During the whole of the present balf-year, 
as against one month in the corresponding period of 1902, the 
traffic between Europe and India was carried at the reduced rate of 
29. 6d. per word against 4s. previously charged, under a basis of 
partial guarantee and ‘Standard Revenue agreed with 
the Indian Government. (4) For three months—vis., from 
January lst  last— the rate for messages from Great 
Britain and Europe to South and East Africa and Mauritius 
was reduced from 3s. to 2s. 6d. per word, under an agree- 
ment for Standard Revenue” made with the British and Colonial 
Governments. Notwithstanding those important reductions in the 
tariffs and the competition of the British Pacific Cable, to which 
they had up to the date of the accounts been exposed for about 
four months, he thought they had cause to congratulate themselves 
on the gross increase in the revenue, however small. Although the 
traffic receipts were actually larger than they were 12 months ago, 
even after the introduction of so many important reductions in the 
tariff rates, and the adverse circumstance to which he had alluded, 
it should be clearly understood that the increase in the receipts is 
not due to the reductions in the rates, in fact, the effect of those 
reductions in themselves was at present at least, in the opposite 
direction, for, with the exception of the Cape Joint-Purse traffic, 
there was & considerable reduction in the amount received during 
the half-year from those places which had benefited by the reduced 
rates to which he had just alluded. "They trusted, however, that at 
some future date an increased volume of traffic would recoup them 
for the loss incurred by those reductions, bnt past experience showed 
that they could not anticipate more than a very gradual growth of 
traffic on that account. One ofthe strong features of the company 
was the variety of sources from which its revenue was derived. If 
there wasa temporary reduction in the receipts fromone or more 
sources owing to reduced rates or other causes they might have a 
corresponding increase in some other direction, which enabled 
them as they had done this half-year, to maintain their revenue. In 
order to earn the same revenue as formerly, it was, of course, 
necessary to carry a much larger number of words to give the same 
return, and frequently greater cable carrying capacity was required. 
Thus to enable them to earn the same revenue under the reduced 
rate as formerly, it was necessary in the Indian traffic for 
them to carry 60 per cent. more words, but up to the 
present the increase had been only 33 per cent. and extra 
expenses were involved besides a diminution in gross receipts. 
Tbe ordinary expenses for the half-year amounted to £163,000, 
as against £150,000, or an increase of about £13,000. About £6,000 
of that increase took place during the half-year to September 30th 
last, and was explained at the last general meeting. The electrical 
department had been enlarged, and an experimental branch bad 
been properly installed with an outfit of electrical apparatus to 


. enable their experts to teet tho value and; suitability of any new 
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inventions for improving the speed and accuracy of their system 
in desling with the ever-growing volume of work. "That depart- 
ment was worked in the joint interest of the whole of the Associated 
Companies, They contributed towards its cost, and all were kept in 
touch with the latest improvements in electrical matters. The 
board had been for some time past impressed with the necessity of 
their being in the forefront of scientific developments in cable and 
cable instruments, and decided, in conjunction with the Boards of 
the Associated Companies, to offer to Sir Oliver Lodge the post of 
consulting scientific adviser, which, he was glad to say, he had 
accepted. Sır Oliver Lodge would occupy with them a similar 
p to that of Lord Rayleigh with the Corporation of the 

inity House, and they would be able to obtain at all times the 
help and advice of, perbaps, the first electrician of our times 
to help their efficient and admirable staff in their investi- 
gations and care of the acientific interests of the companies. 
When they decided, in conjunction with the Eastern Extension 
Telegraph Co. to undertake the establishment of the new cable 
between Great Britain and Australia, vid the Cape, a considerable 
increase in the working expenses was fully anticipated. The 
increases in their expenses were therefore the inevitable result of 
the policy which they considered advisable to adopt, and he thought 
it would be agreed that the result fully justified their action. 
While maintaining the dividend, they had been able to carry sub- 
stantial contributions to the reserve fund, and add very materially to 
the earning capacity of the system, thereby giving additional power 
to their undertaking, both as a State and public serving institution 
апа a dividend-earning corporation. Ten years ago the percentage 
of ordinary working expenses to revenue (exclusive of repairs to 
cables) was 22:46, it was now 24°43, or an increase of 2 per cent., 
which, taking everything into consideration, must be looked upon 
as very satisfactory. The expenses attending repairs and renewals 
of cables, &c. this half-year amounted to £27,400, as against 
£39,800, or a decrease of £12,400. During the half-year they bad 
issued £58,710 4 per cent. mortgage debenture stock and £37,800 
34 per cent. preference stock—a total of £96,510. They had thought 
it advisable to purchase the cable repairing steamer Dypleæ from 
the Eastern and South African Telegraph Co.; as the two com- 
panies’ systems now ran во close together, both on the east and west 
coast of Africa, that it would be more convenient for them to own 
the repairing steamers usually stationed on both coasts. Having 
referred to tke recent International Telegraph Convention held in 
London, Sir John touched upon the subject of wireless telegraphy, 
and said he had really nothing to add to what he had stated on 
former occasions. They had always held to the opinion that wire- 
leas telegraphy would not rival, but would prove a useful adjunct 
to submarine telegraphy, and they bad installed the system on some 
of their ships, where they bad found it useful for the purpose for 
which it was evidently suitable. In conclusion, the Chairman 
referred to the Commercial Pacific Cable, and said he could assure 
the shareholders that their interests were being carefully guarded 
in that matter. 

Sir Joan Denison Ренрен, K.C.M.G., seconded the motion 
which, after a short discussion, was agreed to. 


Dablin United Tramways Co. (1896). 


Tur report for the half-year ended June 30th last, states that the 
amount available for division is £36,882, out of which a dividend 
for the half-year is recommended at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum on the ordinary shares, and a sum of £2,000 has been set 
aside to reserve fund, leaving £2,857 to be carried forward. The 
amount charged against revenue of the half-year for rates and taxes 
again shows an increase of £2,125, as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1902. 


Mr. W. M. Моврнү presided at the meeting held at Dublin on 
28th inst., and in moving the adoption of the report, he referred to 
the encouraging continued increase of £5,610 in their receipts. The 
traffic receipts actually increased by £5,749, but there was a falling 
off of £234 in the advertising. The company had effected a saving 
of £1,093 in the cost of generating electric current. Under the head 
of general] maintenance, there was an increase of £2,754, the increase 
in the cost of car bodies, car trucks and electrical equipments 
accounting for £1,467. 
plant, boilers, &c., at Ringsend showed a small saving, and there 
was an increase of nearly £400 under the head of buildings, which 
was occasioned by making good the effecta of the great storm of 
February last. The increase of £760 in the maintenance of the 
overhead line was largely due to the same cause. The increase of 
the traffic expenses of £874 was nearly all in the item of wages, and 
this was duly accounted for by the fact that the mileage covered by 
tbe cars was more then 50,000 miles in excess of last year. The 
most serious increase in their expenses was due to rates and taxes, 
which reached within a few shillings of £10,000 for the half-year. 

The report was adopted. 


City and South London Railway Co. 


Mr. C. G. Morr presided at the meeting of the company on 
Tuesday, and before moving the adoption of the report, he said that 
the ial extraordinary meeting which bad been announced would 
not be held yet, as their Bill was still awaiting the Royal assent, and 
they could not create stock until that had been received. The divi- 
dend was reduced as compared with the first half of last year; it was 
exceptionally good last year, owing to the completion of the Islington 


The maintenance of the engines, electrical : 


extension and because the traffic of the L.C.C. tramways, which were 
then converting to electric traction, was thrown on to this railway. 
During this half year, however, they had been subjected to very 
considerable opposition, owing to the improved conditions and low 
fares on the tramways now that they were working electrically. A 
great deal of their short-distance traffic had been attracted away by 
the electric cars, but they recognised that electric tramways were 
matters which all railways would have to meet, though his own belief 
was that they would prove rather an accession than a damage to the 
existing railways. One otber reason why they were not able to 
recommend the same dividend as last year was, that during this half 
they had had to pay into Court the whole of the amount awarded in 
connection with the St. Mary Woolnoth Church. The decision, so 
far, had been altogether inequitable, and they were carrying it to 
the House of Lords. In the meantime they had had to pay the 
principal, interest and all charges, but they hoped that they would 
get a great deal of that back again some day. They had had to issue 
Stocks upon which interest had had to be paid. The chairman 
then went into the accounts One of the items was the locomotive 
expenses, which showed & diminution by £255; but that had to be 
set against £486 increase in the traffic expenses, for they had been 
rearranging the accounts and charges in connection with the lifts, 
80 that they might show clearly, in future, the abeolute cost of 
working the lifts. The result of the working was a decrease in the 
balance available of £1,193; but they had also to meet an increase 
in the preference dividend, which compelled them to decrease the 
ordinary stock dividend by { per cent. The miles run during the 
half year bad increased by 2,042, and the number of trains by 333. 
The passengers per train had increased from 91:03 to 93:8, or 277 ; 
the receipts per train bad increased from 15s. 11d. to 168. 177d., or 
27d. per train. The receipts per train-mile had been increased by 
only Id.; and those per passenger had slightly decreased, to 1:88d. 
against 193d. That was an uneatisfactory figure, caused by the 
number of short fares. The working expenses had increased from 
44°74 to 46:37 per cent., or 1:63. That was unsatisfactory, but at the 
same time, 46°37 was a very low rate of working, especially bearing 
in mind the very large cost of working the lifts. The locomotive 
charges were 4'47d. against 4:594. last year, a small decrease; the 
traffic expenses were 6:29, against 613, or a slight increase 
of 16. Turning to the report, they were suffering very 
heavily from the competition on the short-distance fares 
in the affected district, but on the other parts of the line 
the traffic was showing decided and steady increases. Since 
the end of June their traffücs had been steadily increasing 
week by week from the lowest levels which were reached after the 
tramways got fairly to work. However, their attention was very 
strongly drawn to the question of altering the fares or otherwise 
meeting the opposition. They were considering the matter care- 
fully, but at the present moment it was better to hold their hands 
and see exactly what the result of the further working of the tram- 
ways would be. It was perfectly clear that they should devote 
their attention to the development of the longer distance traffic, 
because it was that that paid best, and was unaffected by tramways 
opposition. They had found by the extensions to Islington that the 
increased length of the line had strengthened them very much, and 
that portion of the line still showed steady increases of traffic from 
it. That was an important fact in connections with the proposed 
extension to St. Pancras and Euston. Last year that Bill was 
thrown out, but this yearthey bad succeeded in passing it through 
both Houses, and it now awaited the Royal Assent. After enlarging 
upon the great importance of this extension to the company, and 
also referring to the great benefit that they would in time derive 
from the various connections which they were arranging for with 
other railways, the chairman formally moved the adoption of the 
report. 

Mr. C. S. GRENFELL seconded. 

In reply to questions, the CHAIRMAN said that the new capital 
needed would probably be about £400,000, half in ordinary and half 
in preference shares. They would not wantthe money yet awhile, 
and would wait for a favourable opportunity for making the issue. 
The proposal for a 4 percent. convertible preference share suggested 
by Mr. Brown should have their serious consideration, but under 
their Act they were bound to issue a certain proportion as ordi- 
nary capital. 

The resolution was passed unanimously, also that relating to 
dividends. 

The meeting closed with a very cordial vote of thanks. 


National Telephone Co. 


Sig. H. FowrmnR presided on July 23rd at the meeting of this 
company. 

The CHAIBRMANR, in proposing the adoption of the report, reminded 
the shareholders that this was only a half-yearly meeting, and the 
accounts were necessarily, so far as the last two or three weeks of 
the half-year were concerned, estimates. Those estimates were, 
however, always taken much under the mark, and from what had 
transpired since, the directors were fully satisfied that the report 
represented the position of the company. The income accrued in 
respect of the business of the half-year amounted to £894,046, which 
compared with £823,243 for the corresponding period of 1902—an 
increase of £70,803. Tne working expenses had amounted to 
£516,000, or an increase of £38,020. The rates and taxes had in- 
creased, and so had the insurance ; and naturally, with an increased 
business, they had to employ a larger staff, which necessitated an 
increase in wages. The staff had been increased by 600 during the 
half-year, and the number of officials in the employ of the company 
was now 12,064. The net result of the half-year was a profit of 
£377,994, but out of that they had to pay £81,930 to the- Post Office 
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by way of royalties. That was a very heavy burden upon their 
income, and although they had an increase of £32,873 in their profit, 
that was reduced to £26,618, owing to the extra royalties they had 
to pay. The rentals carried forward for unexpired terms of running 
contracts amounted to 2874.383 as against £821,397 at the corre- 
sponding period of 1902. The board proposed to pay a half-year's 
dividend at the rate cf 6 per cent. per annum on the first and 
second preference shares, 5 per cent. per annum on the third pre- 
ference sharer, 6 per cent. per annum on the preferred stock, and 
5 per cent. per annum on the deferred stock. Hitherto they had 
been paying 4j per cent., but this time they had been able to pay 
an additional 3 per cent., and the idea of the board and the sbare- 
holders, which they had approved over and over egain, was to take 
the income at 5 percent. That was the dividend at the time the 
shares divided, and as the shareholders received 6 per cent. 
on one-third and 44 per cent. on two-thirds, that practically made 
5 per cent. There was a general feeling expressed at the last meet- 
ing that, if they had & good half-year, the deferred shareholders 
would like to see their dividend raised to 5 per cent. The board 
concurred in that view, and had adopted it. Some shareholders, 
while expreseing their approval of that course, had thought it should 
be more, and one had suggested that it might bave been raised to 
6 per cent. He could only repeat what he said last year—that they 
were adding more largely to the reserve fund, and this year they 
were carrying £105,060 to that fund as compared with £70,000 at 
June, 1902. He told them last year, and he wished to repeat it, 
that while the reserve fund was in a very healthy state, its an:ount 
was entirely a question of policy. 
money now they could not have it at a later date. The financial 
strength of the company lay in its reserve fund, and he strongly 
advised the shareholders not to look in the direction of increasing 
their dividends, but in building up that fund. His own opinion on 
the matter was tbat, as far as the minimum was concerned, they 
ought to see their way clear to adding £200,000 a year to the 
reserve as their time was running out—they were approaching 1911. 
He was certain that the position of the company depended, to a 
great extent, on the reserve fund. The board had raised the divi- 
dend this half. year, but be did not wish it to go forward that there 
was anything like reasonable expectation held out that the divi- 
dend wou!d be again increased, unless some prosperity should 
come upon them which at present they could not foresee. He 
thought the shareholders would consider tbat the position of tbe 
company was satisfactory both as regarded the condition of its plant 
and of the staff. During the half-year they had expended 
£334,115 on new plant, and, in addition, had kept up the existing 
plant by the expenditure of a larger sum by many thousands of 
pounds than in the corresponding six months to keep it in a state 
of thorough efficiency. In a company like theirs, everything 
depended upon the plant being kept up to ita full value, and as in 
telephone instruments and plants there was, perhaps, a more rapid 
depreciation than in many other завез of plant, it was impossible 
to apply the ordinary rules of depreciation in their case, and they 
were quite justified in taking large sums from revenue in order to 
keep the plant up to its present state of working efficiency. He 
was pleased to say that their agreement in London was working 
most satisfactorily, and they were increasing their business in a 
very satisfactory manner. The Post Office were also increasing 
their business in London very considerably, which justified what 
had frequently been said at those meetings, that there was room 
for both systems. In conclusion, the Chairman stated that during 
the last year the number of telephone meseages which the company 
transmitted reached the enormous total of 922,875 030, as compared 
with 787,311,000 for the year 1901-2. Against that, the number of 
telegrams transmitted by the Post Office for the year ending March 
31st, 1902, was 82,000,000, so that they had considerably more than 
10 times more messages sent over their telephone system as com- 
pared with the telegraph. 

Mr. G. FRANKLIN seconded ths motion, and the report was 
adopted. 


Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation, Ltd. 


THIS company's meeting, held at Westminster on July 23rd, was 
presided over by Mr. Francis E. Gripper, M.LE.E. (managing 
director). 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
the result of the year's trading was a pet profit of £26,226. In 
addition to trading profit, they had received £15,845 interest on 
investments, which was £3,000 more than was received under this 
heading last year. They had a further profit resulting from the 
realisation of investments, amounting to £14,785. "This profit arose 
principally from the sale of the Woolwich undertaking to the Cor- 
poration of Woolwich. That sale had now been completed, with 
the result that the shareholders received about £2 6s. for each £1 
share. £4,000 of this profit had not been received at the end of the 
year, and it will appear ip the next account. The total profits thus 
amounted to £56 954, to wbich must be added the balance brought 
forward from last year of £6,179 After paying the interest on 
debenture stock and the preference dividends, and interim divi- 
dend already paid on the ordinary shares, there remained £37.257 
to be dealt with. The directors recommended that £5,000 be 
written off the good will account, thatthe sum of £9,274 be added 
to reserve, and tbat a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum 
for the half-year be paid on the ordinary shares. making a total 
distribution of 7 per cent. for the year. This would leave £11,733, 
a larger amount than usual, to be carried forward. During the 
year, issues had been made of preference shares and debenture 
stock, and the premiums on these issues, amounting to £16,725, had 
been added to reserve. iThe reserve was now increased from 
£14,000 to £40,000. The new capital had been required for the 


If the shareholders took the. 


completion of new works and the extensions necessary to existing 
ones. The investments in subsidiary companies were £607,610, 
taken at cost price. This was nearly £120,000 less than the par 
value. Since the last report they had completed and opened new 
electricity works in nine fresh towns. At Hamilton and Cromer 
the works had been carried out for the local authorities, who were 
finding all the necessary capital, and leasing the works, when com- 
pleted, to this company fora term of years. Four new works had 
been opened for the Urban Electric Supply Co. at Dartmouth, 
Newton Abbot, Grantham, and Camborne, the latter undertaking 
including the tramway between Camborne and Redruth. A sub- 
station had been opened at Cowes in the Isle of Wight, which was 
being supplied from their works at Newport, and from this station 
they had arranged to give a large supply to tbe Osborne Estate, in 
connection with the new Naval College, which was being estab- 
lished there. The other new works completed had been at llfra- 
combe and Market Drayton, the latter being & small town, for 
which local subscribers have found the whole of the necessary 
capital. Large extensions bave been carried out in connection with 
their undertaking at Guernsey, in order to provide for a supply of 
electric power for use in the granite quarries, and contracts had 
been entered into with some of the principal quarry owners for a 
large supply of electric power. Very encouraging progress had been 
made during the year in the development of all the undertakings. 
They had now 28 central stations actually at work, and during the 
year just ended the increase in the lamp connections had been over 
163,000, with an additional 38,000 applied for and waiting connec- 
tion. The advantages in working a number of undertakings under 
one management were becoming more and more apparent. Not 
only were economies possible, both in first cost and in working 
charges, but the results obtained in one place were frequently of 
great value in dealing with others. With regard to tbe future, the 
most important new work in view was in connection with tbe Lan- 
cashire Electric Power Co. They had taken an interest in the 
Lancashire Electric Power Construction Co., which was contracting 
to erect worke for the Lancashire Electric Power Co. Their total 
interest in this company would, in a year or two'a time, probably 
amount to about £60,000, and they believed their connection there- 
with would prove of a very profitable nature. They had also 
eutered into a contract for the complete equipment of electric tram- 
ways at Scarborough, and the work would be commenced in October 
next. 

Mr. W. R. Davies seconded the adoption of the report, and it 
was carried unanimously. 

The re-election of a director, and the sending of a message of 
sympathy to the chairman of the company in his illness, brought 
the meeting to a close. 


Direct United States Cable Co. 


Мв. E. M. Unverpowy, K.C., presided at the meeting held at Win- 
chester House on Tuesday, and, in moving the adoption of the 
report, he said that the revenue showed an improvement of £2,276 
over the corresponding period, notwithstanding the keen competi- 
tion which had existed, and still existe, in Atlantic telegraphy. The 
working expenses in London were practically the same as last year, 
but the expenses at stations involved severa] increases, extra outlay 
having been made upon maintenance and renewal account, repairs 
to station buildings, &c. The total expenditure showed а net in- 
crease of £209 as against an increase of £2,276 in revenue. The 
investments stood at £449,231, or 4882 less than last year. After 
summarising the business forthe whole year, the chairman said that 
they were fortunate to be able to lay such a statement before them. 
For some time they were extremely fortunate in freedom from 
repairs and renewals of cables. They must expect from time to 
time to have to bear expenses under that head, and for that pur- 
pore they had the reserve fund, which, after debiting it with 
£22,032, cost of repairs for the half-year, stood at £474,664. During 
the whole of their 26 years’ working, thay had received in interest 
upon the reserve fund £255,532, or an annual average of £9,828. 
During that time there bad been spent in repairs £228,829, or an 
annual average of £8,800. During repairs aud interruptions from 
whatever cause, the company practically retained its same earnings, 
because it shared in the earnings of the pool companies. They had 
taken up the cable from a depth of 2,050 fathoms (really 2} English 
miles), and it had beer found to be in good condition, and had put 
in pieces at different places; this was a proof that cables laid at 
great depths could be dealt with. In regard to Marconi and other 
wireless telegraph enterprises, they never did, and they did not 
now, consider that it was to be taken seriously into consideration 
with regard to traffic across the Atlantic cables. After a few words 
respecting the International Telegraph Conference, 

Sir James PENDER seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimous!y. 

The re-election of directors and auditors, and a vote of thanks to 
the board and staff, brought the meeting to a close. 


Stock Exchange Notices. — Applications have been made 
to appoint a special settling day in and to grant a quotation to:— 
British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co, Ltd.— 


. Further issue of 100,000 6 per cent. preference shares of £5 each, 


fully paid. Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., T.td.—71,083 44 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £5 each, fully and partly paid. 
Underground Electric Railways Co. of London, Ltd.—Fully and 
partly-paid provisional certificates for £7,000,000 5 per cent. profit- 
Bharing secured notes, 
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Anglo-American Telegraph Co. 


Тнь directors’ report to be presented at the half-yearly meeting at 
Winchester House on Friday, July 31st, reads as follows :— 


The total receipts from January 1% to June 80th. 1900, including the balance 
of £1,706 78. 9d. brought forward from the last account, amounted to £1*4,361 
8s. 61. The traffic receipts show an increase of £9,297 a» compared with the 
balt- ye ar ended June 30th, 1902. The total expenses of the half-year, including 
the repair of cables, &c.,as shown by the revenue account, amounted £65,803 
28. 10d., being an increase of £6,962 108. 6d as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1902. The cost of the repair of the 1873 cable to June 30th, amounting 
to £12,190 7s. Id., has been charged to the renewal fund. The directors, under 
the powers conferred upon them by the articles of association, have, before 
declaring the net profits, set apart the sum of £12,000 to the renewal fund, 
leaving a balance of £103,468 Os. 8d. One quarterly interim dividend of 15s. per 
cent. on the ordinary stock, and of £1 10s. per cent. on the preferred stock, was 
paid on May lst, 1903, absorbing £52,500, and a second quarterly dividend of 
15s. per cent. on the ordinary stock, and £1 10s. per cent. on the preferred stock, 
amounting to £52,500, will be paid on August Ist, 1903. The balance of £1 468 
Ов. Sd. will be carried forward to the next account. The cables and landlines 
of the company are in good working order. 


The General Electric Co., Ltd. 


Мв. G. Вуна presided at the meeting of the company held last 


Friday at 71, Queen Victoria Street. 
the report he said :— 

“The feature of this year's balance-sheet is this—that all the 
money we obtained on becoming a public company, and also some 
of our profits, bas now been invested for the purpose stated in our 
prospectus, that is, for building up a large manufacturing establish- 
ment at Witton, near Birmingham. The item of £83,558 is almost 
entirely composed of additions to the buildings and plant at our 
Witton Works. We have 80 far spent upon the Witton Works the 
sum of about a quarter of a million pounds sterling, and we have 
created there factories which, in mcst respects, compare favourably 
with the best factories existing in England. To the large engi- 
neering and carbon works, we have added during the year the 
extensions to the iron foundry and the tube works. 

These magnificent new works of ours are doing credit to that 
spirit of enterprise and energy which has characterised the manage- 
ment of our firm from its inception. The next item is sundry 
debtors, which is reduced by about £18,000 compared to last year. 
Such items, as you know, usually fluctuate in the course of busi- 
ness, and this only shows that some of our larger customers have 
paid up more quickly this year than last year. 'Our stock in trade, 
which now exceeds a quarter of a million pounds, is considerably 
higher than last year, the increase being the sum of £37,000. This 
is mainly due to the stock carried at Witton and to the opening of 
the two new branches. The investments stand at £43,000 against 
£47,000 last year. The reduction is due to the writing off of the 
shares of one of our subsidiary companies. We have, on the other 
haad, not appreciated any of the other shares, which һауе again 
proved highly remunerative, and which we consider are worth a 
good deal more than the amount at which they stand in our books. 
The fact—which you can see for yourself—that these investments 
have broaght in an income exceeding 10 per cent. must prove that 
they are good investments. 

" Now I come to the profit and loss account. If we compare the 
top items on the three balance-sheets which we have issued, and 
which item represents the general trading рг fits, we find that they 
have steadily increased. They were in 1901, £70,000; in 1902, 
£81,000 ; and this year they are £90,000. They show that our 
business generally is healthy and progressive; but, on the cther 
hand, I am sorry to say that we have to record a loss of £20,000, 
which reduces the profits to be divided considerably. This loss has 
occurred at our Witton Works. I have said already what fine works 
these are, and it does not seem in harmony with this statement 
now to recall a loss during the first year's working. I wish to 
explain tbat, while one always expects some loss during the 
establishing of such a large enterprise, yet the major part of 
this £20,000 is due to exceptional circumstances, and really in no 
way takes anything off from the fact tbat the worka themselves are 
in good condition. Matters have generally mended at Witton, and 
we need not be afraid of a recurrence of such a loss. I do not 
expect any profit from the carbon works during this year, but, in 
fact, а small losa again; yet the engineering works are very full 
with orders, and I believe they will help us to increase the profits 
to a large extent doring this year. You will notice that the whole 
of this loss, which we have written off, is practically borne by the 
holders of the ordinary shares, who are in consequence receiving 
5 per cent. only, instead of 10 per cent., which they have 
had during the previous years. It has always been the object 
of your directors to see that our preferance shareholders should 
have the best security possible, and that the full amcunt of the 
ordinary shares that are behind them should be represented by liquid 
and tangible assets. This will be the case as soon as our reserve 
fund reaches the sum of £92,000, which is the amount standing 
under the headisg of goodwill on the other side. You will notice 
that we are adding a further £21,000 to the reserve, bringing the 
same up to over £€0,000, and we hope that our next year's working 
will allow us to place another large amount to our reserve so that 
the amount standing against goodwill will be balanced by our 
reserve. The largest amount of the Witton deficit comes from the 
carbon works, and it ia mainly due to what must be called unfair 
foreign competition. I would not under ordinary circumstances 
have entertained you much upon this question, but as it is one 
which is now a practical issue before the country, I think a few 
words regarding it would serve to enlighten both ‘our shareholders 
and, perhaps, the country at large. We started our carbon works 
because we were entirely depending upon German manufacturers. 
This was a dangerous position to be in, both from a business and a 
patriotic point of view. Our Government, especially the 
Admiralty, have themselves urged us to establish these works. 


In moving the adoption of 


The importance of making carbons in England is obvions. We 
have nearly a million arc lamps in the country, our men of war— 
our coast defences—depend on electric light carbons. A man of 
war without a search light would be like a man without eyes—yet 
we spend a million pounds sterling on a man of war, and we 
depend on foreign manufacturers for the carbons, which cost but a 
fraction, yet are so indispensable. This would be a source of great 
danger in case of war. | 

“ After three years of hard work our carbon factory is now іп 
fullswing. We have spent over £60,000 in ite erection; we have 
taught several hundred workpeople a new industry, and we have 
made a vast number of experiments, which, as you will see, have 
cost us a further sum, which we are now writing off. We are now 
making carbons, equal and even better in quality than the 
Germans, and this is what has happened since the establishment 
of our factory. The three largest foreign manufacturers have 
decided to reduce their prices to a level which shovld be unremu- 
nerative to ug, and with a view of killing the British manufacturer, 
are prepared to work at a loss to themselves in this country util 
they have achieved this object. I must say that we. have the 


assurance of the Admirilty, War Office, and many other Govern- 


ment and public bodies toat they will support us in spite of tue 
price regulated by such indicated foreign policy, and with this 
help and being able to obtain the raw material at a lower price 
than the Germans can obtain it, I still trust t» be able to keep the 
carbon fact ry going uutil the time comes when the country sees 
the folly of free imports directed solely against the English manu- 
facturer. This experience of ours in carbons must prove to any- 
body that the establishing of anew industry in this country is 
practically an impossibility under the present system. Let English- 
men note that that which keeps a nation alive and energetic, its 
brain-work active, and its workmen instracted and skilled, is the 
production of new invention. They will have to choose between 
sticking to the obsolete policy of doing nothing or the policy of 
supporting their home producers upon the same lines as cther 
nations do. Finally, let me say to you that I hope sincerely we 
manufacturers will come into our own eventually, that is, our 
legitimate share both in our home and colonial market. If such 
is the case you may see our large works extended enormously, 
and the number of our workmen, which now reaches about 6,000, 
doubled very shortly. I know it has been said that we manu- 
facturers waut Prot :ction to enrich ourselves, but I can see no harm 
or crime in trying to get rich by honest labour, in which thousands 
of our fellow subjects must share. I say more, I say that the 
welfare of the country depends on such selfishness of the individual 
manufacturer." 

Mr. M. Byna seconded the adoption of the report. 

A SHAREHOLDER asked :—'' Do you say that these Witton Works 
will not be profitable unless we have Protection? 

The CHAIBMAN: À number of public bodies have promised to 
support us in respect to price, but we must not rely upon that too 
much. If we do not get Protection in a few years’ time it will be 
quite impossible to keep them going, except at a great loss, which 
you will see, by the balance-sheet, we can afford. We are not going 
to stand a big loss every year for the public benefit. The carbon 
works will be shut up, unless we get Protection. 

The SHAREHOLDER: Was it not an uawise thing to start these 
carbon works? 

The CHAIRMAN: Most unwise of me. 

Mr. G. A. ToucH, consultative auditor, said that the balance-sheet 
was à most satisfactory one from the preference shareholders’ point 
of view, notwithstanding the loss at Witton. He spoke words of 
high praise in respect of the management, and of the manner in 
which the profits had been dealt with. He then congratulated Mr. 
Byng upon the pioneering work he had done in connection with 
" Protection," and discoursed upon the subject at some length. He 
said that they who went up and down the country among our 
industries recognised that some modification of our present inelastic 
System was needed. No new industries had been established in 
this country fora great many years. But it was not only in the 
case of new industries, but in many of the existing ones, that a 
small and moderate measure of Protection, carefully applied, would 
be able to give employment to tbousands of workmen. After 
referring to the evils of foreign competition, he remarked that it 
was also true that an excessive mea-ure of Protection was as likely 
to be as disastrous to trade, or to some branches of it, as was our 
present Free Trade. In America it had been shown that extreme 
Protection had led to the setting up of disastrous competition. 

The report was adopted. 

The motion for the re-election of Messrs. G. A. Touch & Co. (as 
consultative auditors) and Messrs. Edwin Guthrie & Co. (as 
auditors) was passed, and 

Mr. GorkRIR, in ackaowledging, said that he did not propose to 
enter into the political question mentioned by Me. Touch. Bat 
his views were not those of Mr. Toucb, nor those of the 
chairman. He had sent his views to be read out at the Manchester 
Free Trade Hall that night. He would say this, however, that in 
America they had a practical illustration of how soon the advan- 
tages to the individual, arising out of Protection, disappeared. If 
they had a business giving 50 per cent. profit and estaviished Pro- 
tection, they would soon find others appreciating that it was a good 
thing, and other firms would start in the same line, with the 
result that the competition would reduce the protit. 

Io moving a vote of thanks to the chairman, the shareholder who 
had previously spoken said that the prosperity of the company was 
not in such great dauger. He thought that if Free Trade were con- 
tinued, they would have a very prosperous career. 

[Previous to the meeting, in the course of a conversation with 
members of the Press, Mr. G. Byng asked for it to be told to the 
world that “they, as manufacturers, resented being talked to by men 
of no experience.“ 
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Waterloo and City Railway Co. 


Tum report for the half-year ended June 30th last, to be submitted 
at the meeting on the 6th prox., states that there has been no 
change in capital account during the half-year. Gross receipts, 
less Government duty, amounted to £17,438, and the working 
expenses to £8,022, being at the rate of 46 per cent., as compared 
with 44:84 per cent. for the corresponding period of 1902. The 
balance available for dividend, after providing for interest on 
debenture stock, is £8,945, and a dividend at the rate of 3} per 
cent. per annum on the ordinary stock is recommended, leaving 
£170 to be carried forward. The number of passengers carried 
during the past six months, exclusive of season ticket holders, was 
2,281,133, showing an increase of 41,739 over the number carried in 
the corresponding period of 1902. The season-ticket holders on 
June 30th last numbered 1,244, as against 1,197 at the end of 
June, 1902. 


Great Northern and City Railway Co.—The report 
for the half-year ended June 30th states that the main line from 
Moorgate Street through Old Street and Essex Road to Drayton 
Park station is now almost completed. The extension from 
Drayton Park to Finsbury Park is in a forward state, and the whole 
of the tunnels are expected to be completed by the end of August. 
The various and complicated arrangements at Finsbury Park station 
are in a forward state, and, it is expected, will be completed by the 
end of the year. The station at Highbury is in course of con- 
struction. Preliminary arrangements are being made for an early 
commencement of the extension from Moorgate Street to the Bank 
at Lothbury. The electrical installation is completed and ready 
for working. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Co.—The directors 
have declared an interim dividend to June 30th at 84 per cent. per 
annum, and warrants will be posted on August 7th. The total 
receipta of the company for the half-year were £121,934 against 
£111,849, an increase of £10,085 over the corresponding period, 
whilst the number of passengers carried was 23,398,765 against 
19,523,245, an increase of 1,875,520. The interest on debenture 
stock, the preference dividend and interim dividend of 84 per cent. 
per annum absorbs £35,317 against £34,075 in the corresponding 


period. 


Crompton & Co.—The report for the year ended March 
Slet last, to be presented at the meeting on the 5th prox., states that 
net profit for the year amounts to £19,804, and after providing for 
debentare interest, the payment of the interim dividend and other 
items, there remains, with thesum brought forward from last year, 
& balance of £7,473. "The directors propose to pay a final dividend 
at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum for the half-year, making, with 
the interim dividend paid in January last, 5 per cent. for the year, 
and to carry forward a balance of £1,098., 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Co.—The accounts for the 
past half-year show an available balance of £9,872, and the 
directors have resolved to recommend payment of a dividend 
at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the preference shares, and 
ld per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares, against 1 per cent. 
per annum on the ordinary shares for the corresponding period last 
year. Balance carried forward £3,747. 


County of London and Brush Provincial Electric 
Lighting Co.—The directors have declared an interim dividend 
for the balf-year ended June 30th, 1903, on the ordinary shares, at 
the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. The amount of electricity sold 
in the company's London districts during the half-year is estimated 
to realise £49,824, which compares with £43,725 for the corresponding 
period of last year. 


Central London Railway.—The directors have declared 
a dividend for the past half-year at the rate of 4 per cent. per 
annum, carrying forward £45,400. A year ago the distribution was 
at the same rate, with £25,600 carried forward. 


Metropolitan Electric Supply Со. — The directors 
have declared an interim dividend for the half-year ended June 
30th last at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, as compared with 
7 per cent. last year. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation.—The 
accounts for toe half-year ended June 30th show a net profit of 
£5,210, against £2,548 for the corresponding six months of last 
year. 


National Gas Engine Co.—The directors have resolved 
to pay an interim dividend at the rate of 15 per cent. per annum 
on the ordinary shares for the six months ended June 20th last. 


Westminster Electric Supply Corporation.—Interim 
dividend for the half-year ending 30th ult. at the rate of 13 per 
cent. per annum. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

Nemesis long-threatened seemed at length about to fall upon the 
artificial American railroad market, and the whole Stock Exchange 
shivered in the earlier part of the week at the concatenation of 
unfavourable cirtumstances that played havoc with its quotations in 
very nearly every section. Fears that the Far East would let slip the 
dogs of war, rumours of assassination in the palaces of the Near 
East, and hurried closing of weak Stock Exchange accounts—each 
of these in itself is sufficient reason for nervous markets, and coming 
in conjunction, as they bave done, it is merely surprising that some 
sort of semi-panic bas not overtaken Capel Court. The departments 
with which we deal are, of course, sheltered from a good many of 
the unfavourable winds that blow, and the changes on the week 
again demonstrate the quiet strength of such purely investment 
markets as are the electricity supply and ite adjacent divisions. 

With Home Railway stocks visibly affected by the continued fall 
in Consols, a slight weakness in the electric stocks is only what 
might have been expected. City and South London, however, 
appears to have discounted future losses in its current quotation, . 
and while the prospective buyer might hesitate about buying just 
now, there does not seem mueh chance of a further heavy decline. 
Waterloo and City stock is to receive that additional dividend 
which we were rash enorgh to forecast a fortnight ago, and it may 
be taken for granted that the stock is now on a 3] per cent. basis at 
the least. The price keeps steadily about par. 

Central London issues have not been much affected by the divi- 
dend of which mention was made in our last notes. Travellers who 
habitually use the line are somewhat divided in opinion as to 
whether the new devices for “airing” the line are of much use at 
present. The District Railway again reduces its fares on August 1st, 
and has started an extra service of trains on Sunday ; much curiosity 
is awakened as to the result likely to be achieved by this enterprise. 
Maybe the District directors will even, some day, fake steps to 
prevent the periodical flooding of itheir railway stations west of 
Earl's Court. The Manchester and Liverpool Mono-Rail shares are 
not mentioned in the market; that is to say, as regards quotations. 

The excellent advance in dividend announced by the Westminster 
Electric Supply Co. hag had a hardening effect upon the price of the 
shares, which are 10s. to the good, although the Preference are } 
easier. Unhappily, the announcement was preceded by buying that 
had all the appearance of inspiration, and it would be indeed a pity 
if such a clean-handed market as that devoted to electric supply 
shares were to come under suspicion by early information of an 
important character in reference to any company leaking out before 
it is communicated to the public at large. Of course, there is the 
possibility that the early buying abead of a larger dividend was 
but a coincidence; still, it is impossible to take too much care in 
connection with euch matters. 

St. James's and Pall Mall Oidinary Lave declined 4, losing their 
recent rise, and Brueh Preference came to market the other day, 
reducing the price to 14. Electric Constructions have also lost z, 
but the Telegraph Industrials are unaltered. Metropolitans are no 
better, despite the good dividend. 

The Telegraph market sturdily maintains its strength, and the 
collapse in other directions has had practically no effect. Indeed 
there are balf-a-dozen rises to record, and no falls, although a good 
many stocks are ex dividend. The Anglo-American group looked 
on at the Yankee market agitations with unmoved equanimity. 
Eastern Ordinary is about a point harder on the report, and 
several of the Debenture stocks have moved up. Cuba Telegraph 
Preference continue to receive support, so that it may be seen how 
the recent purchasers regard their newly-acquired investments. 
Marconi shares are a dullish market at 2}. 

National Telephone Deferred reflects the weak state of most of 
the speculative departments, but its relapse is quite small, and the 
other telephone descriptions exhibit no change on the week. Great 
and unusual obstacles nowadays beset British Corporations in 


making issues of new stock, and the refusal of underwriters to enter- 
tain any more of such offers, has produced something like conster- 
nation in many council chambers and town halls round the country. 
The eagerness with which corporation and municipal bodies have 
embarked, and are still embarking, upon electric enterprises, has 
received a severe check during the past week from this difficulty 
of raising funds. In time, no doubt, the undigested stocks of past 
issues will gradually fiiter into investors’ hands, but until the 
rivate capitalist begins to take renewed interest in such securities, 
ocal expenditure must necessarily be checked in a good many 
directions. 

British Electric Tractions of both classes have receded, the Ordi- 
nary 4 and the Preference 1; while London United Tramways 
Preference remain at 12, a fresh record in Bank Holiday receipts 
being anticipated. Dublin United Trams are 134 and 154 for Ordi- 
nary and Preference respectively, ithe royal visit to Ireland pro- 
ducing no change. Provincial and foreign tramway issues are 
all steady. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


Stock ; : 
Present or | Dividends forthe last | Qu losing Closing | weok ended 
NAMB, Quotations Quotations 
Issue. * three years. July 2nd, | July 29h. July h, 
1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest Powest 
67,100 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. me ae is NA : 100 ad А EN 98 —102 98 —102 Ке 
25,000 | Amazon Telegraph Co. 's shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 ў ыг? ug 10 a n ee 84 234— 84 zm T 
119,7001 Do. do. 595 Debs. Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. К ..| 100 T ‚. 70 — 80 70 — 80 * e. 
788,840 | Anglo-American Telegraph ..  .. 00. 0e o. .. | Stock | Bà 61s. | 60/6 48 — 51 47 — 50 xd | 48 ‚. 
8,106,580 Do. do, do, 6 % Pref. аа vs А К .. | Stock | 6 6% 6% 93 — 95 92 — 94 xd 934 
8,105,580 Do, do. до. Deferred 2 ө» He vs .. | Stock | бв 2s. 1/- — 9 a 9 8 a 
44,000 Chili Te] hone, Nos. „ ee ее ee ee ee 5 5 5 6 % 4 — 51 4 = 5 xd 
CT Commercial Cala e 5. | 100 8% | 8 5 8*5 | 150 —160 150 —1 > es 
1187909 аср 09 Telegra — Sterling 500 year 4 ‘o Deb. Btock Red. .. . UR V: a TN 92 — 7 c ^ 92 ee 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 4 Lu. ee 95:9 
1801 natn: un 20 Pret. es ee ee ee ee ee . 10 55 ә ay, 1 — 05 17 — 18 ee 
c pan e egrap ee ee ee ее ee ee • 5 4 4 of Ы Д4 
6,000 Do. do. 10 % Cum. Pret. ee ee ee ee 5 ee ee ee 7 — 8 =. 2i ee 
90,000 Do. do. 44 % Debs. E Ka s s m 50 us ds га 97 —101 97 —101 % RIS w 
60,7102 | Direct United States Cable 20 8196 8196 BL, 104 — 10} 10 — 10 Ф 103 104 
87,800 | Direct West India Carls; » 44% Reg. De Deb., within Nos. 10 to 1,200, Red. 100 ЕЕ x RO 94 —101 99 —102 Z` 33 > 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord : ыл. a Stock 7% | 7% | 7% | 18 —–1зз 120 —134 7p | 1823 | 1284 
1,955,565 Do. . B4 % Pref. Stock — e. de» теж | 100 vs vs ae R9) — 92 "BH — 91:xd,| 904 5 
1,594,615 Do. 4 96 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. by .. | Stock vs m ee 105 —108 105 —108 „e| 107 1064 
800,000 | Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telegraph — ..  ..| 10 7% | 796 | 7% 12 — l-àxd| 12 — 1245-е] 123 je 
820,000: Do. 4 % Deb. Stock Stock ee vd oe 106 —109 104 —107 (xd zS 
800,000 | Eastern & South aman Tele., 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8, 000, red. 1909 | 100 © 928 <a 99 —102 100 —103 > vs 
39009 | Do. do. 4% Reg. Mort. Debe. (Mauritius Bub.) 1 08,000 | 2 x: e is 99 —102 100 —103 200 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph and ко s 10 53% | 58% T 9— 9 9 — 95х41) 93 9А 
180,049 Do. о. b Pre. 10 " js x 13 — 134 l4— 134 ха] 144 133 
Great Northern W 5 Copenhagen 10 15% | 16% | 124% 22 — 23 23 — 23 ame} 228 se 
62,5003 [ Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 44 % 1st Mort. Debs. within Nos. ) 100 s " L 98 —101 99 12 = 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph " ARA ..| 25 |10% |10% | 10% 35 — 39 85 — 39 37$ sg 
100, 000 | London Platino-Brazilian Telegraph, `6 % Debs. ` is MÀ .. 100 TM " 8 100 —104 100 —104 W T 
1,988,883 | National Telephone, Pref. Воск .. .. .. .. 100 5% | 5% | 6% | 102 —104 100 —102 xd | 104 101 
1,966,667 Do. O. Def. Stock . ee ee ee ee ee 100 ae e? 44% 82 — 81 79 — 817 xd S3 
15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. 1st Pref. .. EN m = КА 10 6 6 6 X 18 — 14 18 — 14 xd ка 
15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. 2nd Pret. .. xs x 10 6 6 6 % a 134 194 — 134 xd 
9,950,000 Do. do. 5 % Non-cum. 8rd. Pret., 1 to 250,000 m s 5 5 Б 5 51— 6 5 — bl xd 5} 5, 
000,000 Do. do. 3 Deb. Stock Red. ee os ee ee Stock 84 84 834% 96 =т= 98 96 — ee 
600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. e 0. | 100 4 4 4 $ 101 —103 101 —108 108 102] 
171,604 | Oriental Telephone ы Eleo. Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid М “2 1 6 6 6 1— i8 951— +h - - 
100,000: | Pacific and European те, 4% Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ais .. | 100 T .. .. —10 —100 .. T 
11,880 Reuter’s oe oe ee ее ee ee ее ee 8 5% 5% oe s 64— 7 64— 14 s. ee 
8,808 | Submarine Cables Trust RE " we is sa “> .. | Cert, А se e 113 —118 112 —117 
e Байет River Pisto Toléphone e: in 5 7% 7% | 7% u- ^ xd 5 
, ° 0. um. Pret., Nos. 1 to 40,000 ee 5 oe eo ee 4 — ee 
179,9471 Do. do. 22 бд. e ee ee ee Btock ee ee . 104 —107 104 —107 oe ee 
15,609 West African Telegraph, Shares 10 a RES 2% 5— 6 5— 6 53 "m 
150,0003 West Coast of America, 4% Debe., 1 to 1,500 guar. by Bras. Sub. Tel. 100 - $3 T 95 — 98 95 — 98 T T 
367,980 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., о. 1 to 207,980 „„ 10 7% | 7% e 12 — 124 12 — 124 123 12 
75,0003 Do. Debs. 2nd series, 1908 ee ° о ee 100 ee ee ee 100 —103 100 —103 . СЕЈ 
400,000 Do. do. Deb. Btock Red. ee ео ee ee 100 ee oe ee 97 — 100 97 —100 984 oe 
88,8231 | West India and Panama e vs nA 10 196 ‘a - — 8 - à - is 
84,668 Do. йо. do. 6 % Cum. lst Pret. ee ee 10 e ee ee — 7 — 7 ee ee 
4,660 Do. do, do. корш уа » 10 ee - .. 1— 5 8— 4 is T 
80,0001 Do. do. do. Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee 100 ее ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 ee ee 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
П 1 
20,000 e Cum. Pref. $a: "owe b 10 Es Vs i» 8 — 4 8 — 4 ‘ 
800,0007 do. 59 lat Mort. Deb. Btock Re. .. Stock - Hs E. 77 — 82 77 — 83 А " 
100,000 British Electric асып: xs s 2x A 10; 9 96 9 96 8.0 uic 12} xd 11$ — 113 12 112 
100,000 Do. ao Qum. Pret. ae 5% 10 5% ee T 114 — 123 114 — 12 114 1173 
600,000! Do. Perpetual Debenture Btock ө .. | Stock is А5 ys 122 —125 122 —125 1244 y* 
100,000 | British Insulated and нер Cables es Р 5% s% b 156% | 1096 |10% 63— 7 st і МА Я 
100, 000 Do. 19, 6 Cum. Pref. Р ii s НЕ 5 ös ; © 5 6 51 — xd ae oe 
50,000 Do. 44 96 1st Mort. Deb. Red... ИР ЯР .. | 100 - А ia 102 —106 102 —106 2 si 
50,000 8 Lindley & Co. Ord. . ar а 92 - £l 8 J Nil is le jh "T ee vs 
50,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. Pref. .. d Са P £1 6 6 % 23 14/6 to 15/ 14/6 to 15/6 в 23 
106,781 Бш Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 106,781. : se cs 2 6 $ Nil Nil if 
150,000 , Do. do. Non-cum. 6 % Pref... E 82 2 6 8 96 6 % ]li—- 1 1— 1 f 
126,000! Do. 8 1 % Perp. eb. Stock ee ee Btock ee ee e p —102 99 —102 . 
125,000! Do. Perp. 2nd pen: Stock v .. | Stock i " — 92 87 — 92 
85,000 | Callender's Cable Озе ајот shares 2s è si sis 5 15% | 2% | 15% 114— 124 p 1: 11j 
40,000 Do. do. do. b 96 Cum. Pret oe 5 oe ee ee Mr 5 — 5 bra X» 
90,0003 Do. do. do. 44 96 lat ME Deb. Stock Red. .. | Stock © Р ка 106 —110 106 —110 З 
1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock € ve А .. | Stock 4 & 4% 104 —107 103 —106 1043 108} 
491,098 Do. do. 4 96 Pref. нск. ee ее ee ee Stock ee 4 4 % 101 —104 101 —104 1024 
494,998 Do. do. Det. ee ee ee ee e Stock 4 % 4 y^ 107 —110 107 —110 ee 
1,830,000 City and South London Railway ee ее ee ee ee ee Stock 1} 2 & 83% 63 — 65 63 — 65 xd 642 68 
85,000 nee eo ge IM Mo Hee Debs. А Ж 4180 Я 8 8 7% M 2— 23 2— 24 s 
Я ort g to ‘of 1 and 2 
100,000: { 901 to ll, 000 of £50 red. 3 ee ee ee . 101 —106 101 105 ee ee 
99,26] | Edison & 8wan United Elec. Light, A shares, £8 paid, 1 to 99, 2 b % Nil is 0 — of 0 — af " ay 
17,139 Do. do. * A” shares, 01—017, 189. b 24% Nil ET 14— 14— as "E 
814, 0281 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 100 X s T 71 — 15 71 — 75 is vé 
100,000 Do. do. gs ae ке PORET EON: Certe. all pd. 100 5 Va id 75 — 80 75 — 80 $4 ee 
112,100 Electrio Construction, 1 to 112,1 is 2 6% | 6% | 6% là— Iz xd 1 1j I$ e 
31,390 Dv. do. Н Cum, Pref., ! to 81,890 3 РА in 2 bs e ёа 24— З xd 2 3 xx es 
82 500 Do. do. х Perp. Ist Mort. Deb. POE se Stock x PE ze 99 —102 xd 99 —102 bs oe 
25,000 | General Electric Go. 800, 5 T Cum. Pref. — .. A „ 2 10 5 | 5% | 6% 94— 10 94— 10 га з 
200,000 Do. Mort. Deb. ee ee ee ee St-ck ee dc . 99 — 102 99 —102 ee LI 
85,000 Henley' 8 (W. Tj ) Telegraph о Ота. "A RE: ai 5 20 20 20 % 14 — 15 11 — 16 14? : 
,000 Do. do. n? Pref. .. „% 2^ 5 44% v ve 5 — 53 5 — 54 855 КО 
48,050 Do. do. 4 ort. Deb. Stock «4 Stock ya ss РЕА 108 — 112 105 —112 des es 
60,000 | India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Works ʻa as 10 10% | 10% si 194 — 194 184— 195 194 187 
gg = ро. ЙГЕ" do. € do. 4 96 ist Mort. Deb. | 100 13 ace TA 100 may 100 mar? ЕЯ oe 
5 ver pOO ег way, . ee se ее ee 10 1 96 € ` ее ee 
10,00 Do. do. Prei. £10 pad 10 Ы , Е 104— 11 104— 11 bs es 
87,860 ae Construction and oo ee 12 174% 20 % | 20 © 82 — 35 xd 82 — 85 844 34 
150,000 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. i юп, 500 Red. 199 100 ee ee ee 100 -—103 100 —103 ee ee 
640,0001 Waterloo & OisyiRailway, Ord. Btock ee ee ee ee ee 100 8 % 8 % 84% 97 се -100 97 —100 ee oe 
+ Quotations on Liverpool StockeExchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Manchester Share List. 


LATEST l'ROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Hlestrio Free Wiring, i—i. | Dianam Аю, and нуе Electric кен": 2743,10 
Bank rate of discount З per cent. June 18, 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock Cl Closing Business done 
Present NAMB, or eee for the otations Quotations week ended 
: Share. peut uly 22nd. July th. | July 29th, 1908. 
1 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest.| Lowest, 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich D Electric Light, Ord... x А 1 ia T és i— oe oe 
100,000 Do. 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. "m 100 zn PT s 118 —121 118 —121 a ee 
20,000 | Brompton & Kensington Eleti Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 20,000 we 5 6 96 8 96 8 96 1 11 1 11 10% 
50.050 Charing Cross and Strand El VVV 5 9 * | 104 `4 19 ES 19 p 9i | 9 
ng and Btran eotricit upply = 10 10 — — 
70,000 Do. do. do. d Cum. Pref. ж 5 UN ‚5 ae 6 6 . °° 
40,000 Do. do. " City Undertaking i Cum. Pref, T b T s% es 4 5 5 ee ee 
9 бш ob: ; do. i 5 tock Red. ee “+ T a 500 'à 75 1052 — ы — m to ve 
; *Chelsea Electricity Bupply, ad i ee gt 4 43 — — oe 
150,000: Do. do. % Deb. Stoc k Red. e .. | Stock КЕ es vs 107 —110 107 —110 1 —— 
70,595 City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40, 001—110, 5906 E T 10 0 4$ 5% 5% 11 — 124 хај 11 — 114 11 11 
40,000 Ро. 6 Cum. Pret., 1 to 40,000 ..| 10 6 5 S 13 — 14 xd | 18—14 1 187% 
400,000! Do. Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid .. ө "E ve Te x 191 —196 121 —126 аха T 
800,000 Do. ma 2nd Deb. Stock, v. Certs., all paid 100 is “% zs 102 —105 102 —105 .. 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric - Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% 4% 4% 8— 9 8— 9 s oe 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Pref., 40, 001—60,000. . 10 a sa ča 114— 12} 11 194 ; .. 
400,000! Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. (all paid) Red s $s 855 xe 109 —112 109 —112 197 zT 
50,000 Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares A" a " 6 1% 1% 1% 7 6]— 6jxd 7 6i 
80,000 Do. do. 6 Cum . Pref, е ee ee ee ae — 6 = 64 614 ee 
140,000 Do. do. 44 lst "Mort. Deb. Stock А 100 б, x só 106 —109 xd 106 —109 Ea ee 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightebridge Electric, "iis oe 5 12% |10% 10 11 — 12 104— 114xd vá T 
90,000 Do. do. 4 96 Debenture Stock -. | Stock me e as 108 —106 108 —106 $i ae 
110,000 | London Electric Su sly Corporation, Limited, Ord. Ка : 8 " » S — 9 — 2A 24 
49,840 Do. 0. 6 % Pref. е 6 ee oe ee oe sr 
трее - air m do. Д г. ET 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock АСЯ s " 100 EM cae laj 183 iig 
А etropolitan Electric Supp 7 to a A 10 7 17 ; 1 
220,000! Do. do. 44% lat Mort. Deb. Stock m еж А A я» i5 108 —1125 108 —112 К soe 
250,000! D. do. 4% Mort. Deb. Stock ped . | Stock v vx 97 —100 97 —100 «s 
10,852 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting Li vs a 10 7 96 6 6 ]3 — 14 13 — 14 f és 
40,000 | 8t. James’ and Pal) Mall Electric Light, Ord. М ex d 5 144% | 143 144 164— 1 15 — 16 xd as f 
90,000 Do. do. do. 7 Pref. 20,081 to 40,080 6 es 985 EE 8)— 9 8 — 9 ха es А 
150,0001 Do. do. do. 8 Deb. Stock Red 100 5 " e" 98 —101 93 —101 А ee 
12,000 | Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord. is Ks А 5 8 "P 24% з— 83 8 — 3} 37³ ss 
65,000 | South London apn oa Ordi tee 0e x ж IS 5 e | 1% Sh— 4 Bh— 4 » ae 
80,000 | Urban Electric Supply, 45 eu ? И b ©» s; 5 — 5 — 
80,000 do. 5 % Cum. Pref. eo eo ee e ee Б ae 5 — D 5 — 545 е6 
110,000 Westminster Electric Supply, "io ia єє Я А е 5 104% 10% 12 % 19 — I8 113 — 194xd 139 13 
28,141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. .. s А 5 aed 64— 6% 6 — T m 
* ~ Sublet to Founders Shares. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares a are fully pudo _ 
MARKET QUOTATIONS. Wednesday, July 29th. 
21 Week’ А Ates Sek 
CHEMICALS, &с. Price. ‹ Inc, or Dec. METALS, &c. (continued). Price 4 tase Ре; 
а Acid, Hydrochloric per cwt. 5/- g Copper Sheet per ton £71 һа 
6 „ Nitric.. per cwt. 22/- g Ф Коа. per ton £71 T 
&. „„ Malie per cwt. 32 / é * (Elec trolytic ) Bars per ton £64 £1 dex 
a Sulphuric per cwt, 5/6 є 5 10 Sheets per ton 474 £2 dee 
a Ammoniac, Bal és An per cwt. 42/- é РЯ n Rod .. per ton £66 £1 dec 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) per ton £33 10 e * 10 H.C, Wire per lb. 71d. Ad. dec. 
a Ез s » i per ton £30 f Ebonite Rod г T .. per lb. 3/3 i 
a Bleaching powder .. per ton £4 10 f Sheet à per lb, 8/- 
а Bisulphide of Carbon per ton £15 n Ge 'rman Silver Wire per lb. 1/6 
a Borax M. са ee .. per ton £13 h Gutta-percha fine .. per lb. 8/- ў, 
а Benzole (90 ‹ ү) 32 rs .. per gal. 7/- h India-rubber, Para fine per lb. 3/104 to 4/04 dec. 
a н (50/90 95) per gal. 5/6 i Iron, Charcoal Sheets per ton £18 ‚2 
a Copper Sulphate per ton £19 . 55 Pig (Cleveland warrants у per ton 16/104 2d. inc. 
a Lead, Nitrate 6 рег боп £24 Wi: as Forgings, according to size per ton From #11 
a vs White Sugar per ton £81 de Scrap, he ‘AVY per ton 47/6 to 50/- 
Peroxide ; per ae £2" 10 4 ou Wire, galvanised No. N per ton £9 15 . 
a Methylated Spirit .. $a .. per gal. 2,6 : * M 
a Naphtha, Solve nt(9095 at 160° C). per gal. 5/6 g Lead, English Ingot per ton £11 12 6 2/6 dec. 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. за. @ ou i Sheet ee per ton £11 15 95/- dec. 
a ^ Caustic (75/8095) per ton £24 m Manganin Wire No. 28 .. per lb. 8/- 
a uias cinco per ton £35 g Mercury per bot £8 12 6 а 
a Shellac per cwt 136 d Mica (in original cases) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 inc. 
a Sulphate of Mag nesia per ton £4 10 EB x A * medium per lb, 2/6 to 3/9 inc. 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers per ton £6 5 . "n large per lb, 1/- to 7/9 ine. 
a » Recovered per ton £5 10 p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/- to 1/24 
a T Lump ber ton £5 р - rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 
1 Soda. Caustic (white 70 9, ) per ton £10 15 p „ Strip&sheet per Ib From 1/2 
a „ Crystals А per ton £8 o P latinum Е T. .. per oz £4 
a „ Richromate, casks.. per lb, 24d p Bilicium Bronze Wire per Ib. 10d. to 1/- 
i Btee., Magnet, acc'd'g todesc рт n рег ton £58 
METALS, &c. "et » in bars £15 to £40 
Tin, Block ег ton [ £475 to | inc 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 0 е Qu per и | £129 j , 
b b Wire, in ton lots per ton A168 9 „ Foil э an Y per lb. 1/8 
b ^ Shee t, in ton lots .. per ton £166 ШҮ Wire, Nos. 1 to l6 .. .. per lb. 1/7 
p Bab bitt’s metal ingots. per ton £13 to #14: p White Anti-friction Metals— 
с Brass (rolle 1 metal 2 2" to 12”) bas: is per lb, 61d td. d " White Ant" brand .. per ton £42 to £65 
€ 15 Tube (brazed) * per lb 1 td. d j Yarns,2/10s Grey Cotton, ep. per lb. 71d. 
с x „ (solid drawn).. per lb, ' j T 6 lea. Flax per lb. 584. 
с Wire, basis.. és 2 per 1 7а. 1. d | 2 ) ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. 4134. 
с Copper Tubes (brazed) .. „ Per Ib 9d. j * 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 444. 
с 9 + (solid drawn) per |b 9+1. ) "^ 180 lbs. Jute rove per ton #11 
g Copper Bars (best selected per tor £71 k Zinc, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per ton £23 15 
Quotations supplied by Messi а G. Boor & Co.; b ‘Lhe British Aluminium Co., Ltu.; c ‘Lhos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & -hakspeare; h Edward 1 & Co.; i Bolling & Lowe; ј №. H. Hindley & Co. 
k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W, T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston & Sons Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The PROPP hor Bronze Co., Ltd. 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RE RECEIPTS. 
Week | Receipts for Miles | Week | Reoeipte for Miles 
Locality. ending | ihe week, | Total to date. open. | | Locality. ending Tm the week, | Total to date. open. 
& | | £* | ы РИ £* | | nh 
Aberdeen .. » ..| July 25 | 1,625 512 10,440; + 1.124 10 | — g (South Staffordshire . | July 17 , 1, 008 +177 | 93,708 + 105 21 7 
Birmingham .. „, 25, 5,238 | +405 150,997 + 7,088; —|— |® | Swansea.. .. „ 17 | 829 | +90: | 13944 + ‘926 | 
шон m „ 15 1,105 — — — 104 | — 2 S Taunton . m Я „ 17. 66 | -- 18 1,591 — 187. NT 
perdent га .. | June 26 909 | —286 . 11,668; + 674 185 +1} * emouth © - и 17 417 | — 41 8,109; + 968 — 
Black poo July 28 | 1,819 | +284 15,500 + 1,323; 88 — 3 eston-super-Mare.. „ 15 290 | + 80 2.341 — 263 +9 
Blackpool and Fleetwood ,, 25 | 1,891 | +182 36 277 71 — 5 Wolverhampton Dist. „ 17 420 | +144 | 10881 | + 6, 173 108 +8 
Boltoen „ 926, 2,048 | +484 92,80 + 4.627 5 — | & | (à Wrexham „ 17 18и | — 2160, — | —|— 
Bradford Vx ее ee „ 26 | 4,165 {+1080 , 64,940 | 7 10,267 39 72 a | 1 Woollen Dist. . » M 877 — 6.287 — 6 — 
Brighton „ 26 960 | + 91 , — 63 — 8 | Card „ 25 2,186 | +598 33,192 +11,747 | 14 — 
stol ee ee . „ 24| 6,581 | +660! — — 28 — — Chatham & "District Co. „ 28; 658 | +168 14.524 411,269, 84 — 
Burnley ee » 25 BBY 4 “74 те = 1 рк 2 | Dover ee ee . ” 18 | 266 — 2 5.978 + 123 3 — 
[ Barnsley District . » 17 196 — 5,013 — 44 — | 2 | Dublin .. .. „, 24 10015 |+4889 | 23,061! + 5,361 | 46 | — 
Devonport „ 17| 616 | + 5, 1243 + 351| 6 |— | E Bast Ham. „2 7 4919 | 11,4561 + 8,680, 6 1+ 
, Dudley—Stourbridge. . w17 977 | + 77, 99,588 | + 2,817 — | 9 Glasgow .. .. .| „ 25 11.4 [+2218 | 18,001 | 14,994 | 65 |+1 
& Ge teshead „ 17| 891 | + 55, 24.000 + 4042 103 |+ 2| o Hoal.. .. «2 «| 5, 25 2,912 | +218 | 80,89 | + 1,950 11 +1 
? Gravesend—Northfleet 1 17 281 — 6.217 — — | Ilxes ton „, 22 192 — — Ese 4 |— 
> Greenock—Pt.Glasgow| „ 17 584 | + 78 14.553 + 1,820 | 7$ — | | Isteot Thanet .. : „ 25 | 1,828 | + 61 | 15,548 — 282 104 — 
Hartlepool co 6| o» 17 2906 | — 36 7,171 + 410 +2 | 2 | Leeds se.. „ 25, 5,958 | 4924 | 96,883) + 6,027 | 41 | — 
Kidderminster.. ..| „ 17| 190 | + 27 3,509 + 212 4$| — Liverpool „ 18 | 10,700 |- 48 | 285,750 410,509 | 101 | + 
$ Merthyr . T e| a 17 209 — 4 46,501;— 251 8 | — 2 | Manchester as „ 25 12,417 |+ 7062 — — 110 |+ 
gj Middleton с Еа 1 17 591 | + 53, 8.838 + 888 83 — A Newcastle .. » 25| 8.610 | +638 — == 19 — 
ZOldham—Ashton ..| „ 17|] 003 |— 1 15,991 | 1 1,414 8 | — Portamouth .. „ W 2,026 20 — | — |9 — 
mPeterborough ..  ..| „ 17) 179| — 3.0% — | — |- | Salford. „ 20 4189 [+1498 | 59,417, +18,901 | 30 | — 
Z Poole. . » TT] 93 | + 40, 7,985, + 1,277 A — |8 Southampton „ B| 1,116 4119 — — |9 — 
es e e| » 17| 1545 | + 56 | 4.971 + 2,03 — |, | Sunderland „ 27 | 1496 | +222 | 90,691 + 689 18 713 
Rothesay. oo 6| у 17 261 | + 58, 2,971 | 1.028 23 | — Central London Railway „, 25| 6.402 | +181 26.662 4 71 6 | — 
осе oo „ 215 99 — 1,340 — 24 | — City and S. London Ry. „, 26 9,546 | —170 | 9,963|— 928 6! — 
Bouthport e 9| 17|. 880 | + 22 CI + 1,707 51 — Dublin and Lucan Riwy.| „ 26 + 74 694 47| | — 
ERE ee ИР RES Liverpool Overhead Ry.| .. 26 | 1,710 | +149 6,842 + 4691 Mi- 
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AN ELECTRICALLY-EQUIPPED FACTORY 
IN BERMONDSEY. - 


Tan many ‘advantages of electricity in factories are rapidly be- 
coming recognised in this country, and instances where all the plant 
in į manufacturing establishments is operated electrically are 
increasing daily. It is not often, ‘however, that in the building of 
— ꝓ—E— . —————— — h — —— — 


small gardens backing on to the area. This unusual position 
rendered it necessary that the power generating plant should be 
noiseless, smokeless and free from vibration. These considerations, 
and the fact that steam had to be provided for the laundry, kitchen, 
and drying rooms, and for heating the building, led to the adoption of 
steam power. The engine and boiler houses and coal bunkers are 
at a lower level than the rest of the building, thus facilitating the 
baudling of the fuel. The boiler plant consists of a Davey-Paxman 
“Economic” boiler, 7 ft. 6 in. in diameter, and capable of evaporating 
4,000 lbs. of steam per hour; a small Green economiser, with 


— ARRANGEMENT OF Motors IN MacuinE Room. 


a new factory the proprietors adopt the wise and far seeing plan of 
appointing an engineer at the outset to advise upon the arrangement 
of the whole of the plant, and in conjanction with the architect, 
plan out the building so far as possible to suit all requirements. It 
more generally happens that an independent engineer is called in at 
the last moment, when the arrangement of the machiner; has been 
gettled and the building nearly completed, and in this way many 
e:onomies which might have been obtained in capital expenditure, 


ELECTBRICALLY-DRIVEN CLOTH COTTER. 


scrubbers driven by an electric motor; a Weir compound feed 
pump, a Kennedy water meter and injectors. The steam pipes to 
the engine are in duplicate; the feed water pipes are also in 
duplicate, and are so arranged that hot or cold feed can be supplied 
by either feed pump or injectors, and all water has to pass through 
the meter. In the economiser room is a large galvanised iron 
storage tank, in addition to one on the roof, and all water used in 
the building either for steam generation or laundry purposes is 


Machmn Room: 130 Szewina Macuings, Driven BY Five 2-H P. Motors. 


and coste of working, are rendered impossible, and the engineer has 
to do the best he can under difficult circumstances. 

The advantage of such foresight is well illustrated in the case of 
Messrs. Young & Rochester's new shirt factory at Bermondsey, 
The architect for the building is Mr. W. T. Walker, of 40, Finsbury 
Square, London, E.C., and the consalting engineer for the whole 
of the engineering equipment is Mr. Walter Р. Adams, of 35, Queen 
Victoria Btreet, London, E.C. 

The extensive brick buildings occupy the greater part of a lag: 
square space, entirely surrounded by dwelling houses with thei: 


effectively softened by a Stanhope Engineering Co.'s water-softening 
plant on the top floor. І 
Careful consideration was given to providing smokeless plant, and 
the merits of oil fuel and other special means were well weighed 
bafore it was decided to adopt Messrs. Meldrum Bros.’ steam forced 
draught furnaces for burning coke breeze, which at the then price 
of breeze showed a saving of some 30 per cent. over a coal-fired 
furnace ; since the plant was installed, however, the gas companies 
in the neighbourhood bave seen fit to increase the price of breese 
considerably, so that the saving is now much lesi— wicked gas com- 
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panies’! 3 However, the chimney stack at Electra Factory probably 
holds ће" record for all London, in that since the completion of the 
works about aiyear ago, smoke has never issued from it to befog the 
alreadyidingy neighbourhood of Spa Road, or to blacken the neigh- 
bours’ linen, which is plentifully displayed nearly all the week round 
in the little back gardens. со 

Air 1влоопуеуей to thelfront of the boilers through ducts under 
the floor, which are connected to the outside of the building through 


LAUNDRY MACHINERY, DRIVEN BY 6-н.р. MOTOR. 


stout iron casings. The pipes for this purpose are plainly seen in 
the illustration on this page. This arrangement has been adopted 
to prevent undue noise from the blast. 

The engine room is large enough to accommodate two 60-Kw. 
generating sets, only one of which has been installed at present. 
This is a Johnson & Phillips multipolar dynamo, coupled direct to 
a Reaveil high speed enclosed compound engine, running at 500 
revolutions per minute. The dynamo is compound-wound to give 
200 volts at no load and 220 volte at full load. The governing of 
the engine is excellent; with full load suddenly removed the speed 
rose temporarily from 500 to 525 revolutions, and very promptly 
settled at 506, and even better results were obtained on switching 
on fall load. At no load the speed was 500 revolutions; with load 
switched on, the momentary drop was to 488 revolutions, and the 
speed settled quickly to 497. The extreme momentary variation was 
thus 5 per cent., and the permanent alteration about 1 per cent. with 
full load put on and off. 

The switchboard is arranged for two generating sets, and 
is provided with two Kelvin & White recording wattmeters, one 


REAVELI-JOHNSON & PHILLIPS STREAM DYNAMO. 


for the power circuits and one for lighting : these have furnished 
some most interesting diagrams of the demand. 

Separate mains for both lighting and power are run from the 
switchboard to distribution boards on each floor. The mains are 
concentric lead-covered paper-insulated cables, and the whole of the 
wiring is done with twin lead-covered wires run on the surface. 

The bulk of the lighting is by incandescent lamps, but some aix 
Nernst lamps have been installed, and have given much satisfaction. 


The laundry and the large space outside are arranged for inverted 


atc lamps. Altogether, lamps equivalent to 600 8-0.P. glow lamps 
have been fixed. 

On the ground floor are arranged the stock and packing depart- 
ments, where no machinery is used. The first floor is devoted to 
the cutting department and the laundry and drying rooms. In the 
cutting department an electrically-driven cutting machine is in use, 
and in the laundry all the machinery is compactly arranged, so that 
one 6-H.P. motor may be used to drive it through a short length of 
shafting. An ironing room adjoins the laundry, and is fitted for 
16 electrical flat-irons. 

The machine room is on the second floor, and is arranged for 
eight rows of 26 sewing machines each, of which five rows are alread 
fitted. At the end of every bench а 2-H. . motor is fixed to the 
floor and coupled direct to the shafting running under the bench 
from end to end. The motors run at about 400 revolutions per 
minute, and are of the enclosed type; each motor is protected by a 
cage of strong wire netting. Several types of sewing machines are 
employed, and some useful figures have been obtained of the power 
absorbed by measuring the current taken by the different motors. 
Each motor is provided with a starting switch and resistance with 
no-load release, and when the generating plant is shut down the 
motors are automatically cut out of circuit. On the same floor as 
the machine room is the giving-out room, where six electric flat irons 
nis mum All the irons employed in the building are electrically 

eated. 
К The top floor forms a spacious dining-room, where the hands аге 
privileged to obtain their meals at nominal prices. Large and very 
complete kitchens, with steam and gas-heated apparatus, ad join the 
dining room. Messrs. Young & Rochester are well known for the 
kindly interest they take in the welfare of their employés, 

An electric lift, fitted with a 6-н P. motor, serves all floors, and 
an electric jib crane is used for uuloading vans in the yard. 

The heating of the buildirg is by steam, the exhaust from 
the engine being used; the cooking is also done with exbaust 
steam. The condensed steam, from both radiators and kitchen, is 
collected in a tank outside the boiler house, and this water is lifted 
to the tank in the economiser room by means of an electrically- 
driven centrifugal pump. A float, connected by wire cord through a 
pulley to a throw-over switch, causes the pump to start automatically 
when the tank is full, and to stop when emptied ; the whole appe- 
ratus acts admirably. 

The ventilation of the building has received careful consideration, 
and is carried out effectively by means of a large galvanised iron 
trunk rising from the bottom to the top of the building. On each 
floor gratings are provided which can be opened and closed at will, 
and at the top of the trank is an electrically-driven fan discharging 
above the roof. 

16 will be seen that full advantage has been taken of the facility 
with which electricity lends iteelf to the economical distribution of 
power as well as lighting and heating. Besides the cleanliness, 
simplicity, and safety of electric power, the economy is marked, and 
a better illustration could not be furnished than by comparing the 
costs of fuel and lighting in the new factory with the costs at 
Messrs. Young & Rochester's factory at Londonderry, erected just 
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10 years ago. The factories are about the same size, and, comparing 
the costs on the same basis, it is found that the coal consumption at 
the Derry factory is nearly double that at Electra Factory, and the 
cost of lighting by gas is four times as great. The saving in fuel 
cost is not the only economy effected; the cost of repairs to shafting 
and belting, the oil consumption and other incidental expenses are 
also greatly reduced. Such figures as these ought to convince 
Euglish manufacturers that electricity is a force to be reckoned with 
in these days of keen competition. 
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THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION, 


THE SPHERE OF UTILITY OF A POWER COMPANY. 


By Alderman G. Pearson (Hon. Solicitor), Chairman of the 
Bristol Electrical Committee. 


THE author commeoces by recognising the fact that power com- 
panies have come to stay, and proceeds to consider bow they can be 
utilised by municipalities. He gives & list of the Acts already 
obtained by companies, pointing out, the names of towns excluded 
from their operations, and is uneasy about the fate of his 
own town (Bristol), which a Committee of the House of Lords has 
included in the Somerset and District Power Bill. He also gives a 
statement of the prices and dividends provided for in the Acts, but 
as these are the maximum limite of charge, they do not convey 
much practical information to the authorised distributore of energy 
supplied in bulk, which is, of course, cbarged for below the highest 
rates named in the Acts. 

The rates actually charged by five of the companies now in opera- 
tion are of more interest, and the author claims that the munici- 
pelities are supplying energy for power and light at a much cheaper 
rate than the average company, but appears to qualify this state- 
ment by the remark that he sees no reason why, when municipal 
power loads grow, they may not supply current for power purposes 
cheaper than a power company." 

The author's idea of the proper function of a sliding scale is “to 
induce company directors to secure an economical and efficient 

ement, whereby the consumer obtains the article he requires 
at the cheapest possible rate, and the shareholders of the company 
participate in the economies by receiving an increased dividend as 
the price of the article is reduced; but," he adde, “if you wish to 
avoid responsibilities and still secure increased dividends, you have 
only to fix your standard price sufficiently high to secure expensive 
and inefficient management and still high dividends to the share- 
holders.” 

The author explains this curious position by reference to the 
financial p s in the Somerset and District Electric Power 
Bill, which provide for dividing the shares into “ preferred half 
shares” and “deferred half shares"—thus securing the benefit of 
preference shares, to the serious injury of the customers of the com- 
pany. He also assumes that prices are involved in dividends; but 
the fact is, that the value of the article is what it will fetch, and if 
too much is charged it will not be purchased ; the consumer protects 
himself by buying only on terms that suit him—whatever dividends 
are in question—and Mr. Alderman Pearson may not be far out 
when he says, “Parliament, in ite wisdom, or otherwise, has 
reduced the sliding scale system to the point of absurdity." 

The author makes a similar statement to that in the President's 
address, as to the cost of plant, charges for energy, and costs of 
production, as between corporations and companies, quoting from 
the Electrical Engineer, and gives as his reasons for this that corpora- 
tions get cash terms, are not tied to manufacturers, have no watered 
espital, and with better credit are able to raise money cheaper 
than companies. 

The alderman winds up by pointing out the advantages of a 
power company in supplying groups of small towns in bulk, the 
distribution being left to the local authorities, and does not disguise 
the fact that he approaches the consideration of the question from 
the municipal side, hoping to find some common ground of agree- 
ment between power companies and municipalities, whereby they 
may be enabled to avoid competition which may become injurious to 
municipalities and rainous to companies. 


Mr. A. B. MoukTAIN, in opening the discussion, agreed with the 
views expressed by the author. He did not see how power com- 
panies could supply electricity as cheaply as Corporations. In 
view of the necessarily large expenditure on the part of a power 
company on distributing plant, where small towns were concerned, 
he considered that a local company would have the advantage. 

Mr. PonTHEIM referred to the low capital cost of some Con- 
tinental power schemes, which he attributed to the adoption of 
overhead transmission. Instead of costing £6,000 per mile, it might 
be only £600. 

Gen. WEBBER agreed with the last speaker that this was the crux of 
the matter. He considered that great difficulties would be experienced 
owing to the enormous number of landowners who would be 
affected, and the necessity for avoiding roads. He thought a great 
deal depended on Parliamentary powers being obtained for overhead 
lines. 

Councillor Watt, Birkenhead, favoured Corporation supply as 
being more economical. 

Mr. Sremrrz urged that Corporations should let the power 
companies supply ia their areas; they only asked for permissive 
powers. He contended tbat some companies were supplying 
cheaper st the present time than any Corporation. The Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Electric Supply Co. received an average of only 1:85d. per 
unit, and the County of Durham Power Co. only obtained 1:43d. 

er unit. 
T Mr. R A. CHATTOCK voiced the objections of municipalities to 
having their streets disturbed by outsiders. From the prices 
charged by the power companies, he did not think there would be 
any great object in allowing the latter to supply within municipal 
areas. 
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Mr. Rost. Нлммонр said that Parliament had encouraged the 
municipalities to expend large sums on their undertakings on the 
understanding that they would have a safe thing, and it would, there- 
fore, be grossly unfair to allow competition of this nature. The 
Corporations were bound by the terms of their prov. orders, while 
the companies were free lances, who could offer discriminating 
rates. here was no case of competition outeide London, the 
Newcastle companies having agreed to divide the area of supply. 

Mr. W. L. MapGEN testified to the low average charges of the 
Gateshead and North Metropolitan Companies, the latter having 
large contracts at from 1d. to 14d. per unit. He reaffirmed the 
fallacy of comparing figures in regard to companies and Corpora- 
tions, pointed out several cases of metropolitan boroughs which had 
not been too successful. He had been very much interested in 
Mr. Hammond's “ monopoly speech." 

Mr. Ковивт Qui considered that the author of the paper had 
been unduly influenced by his recent occupation in connection 
with the Somerset Bill, and was not fair to the power companies. 
He referred to the injustice of comparing London companies with 
provincial corporations in the matter of capital expenditure. The 
provincial municipalities controlled all the best supply areas, and it 
would be discreditable if they did not come out better than small 
local companies. He had no objection to permissive supply on the 
part of companies by mutual agreement, but advocated the com- 
bination of neighbouring towns as preferable to power companies. 

Mr. J. E. Epacome agreed that municipalities had been misled by 
Parliament. There was no reason why both parties should not 
work together each in ite own sphere. 


OBSERVATIONS ON ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AND 
METHODS OF STIMULATING DEMAND. 


Ву Counomtor J. E. Panton, M.D., Chairman of the Bolton 


Electricity Committee. 


Dr. PawTON contributed a paper on thie subject which is 
of interest to all engaged in the business. He opens with a reminis- 
cence of the lighting of the Thames Embankment by the old 
Jablochkoff candle, and the Edison experiments on the Holborn Via- 
duct, when electric lighting was an expensive luxury, the charge 
being 10d. to ils. per unit for energy and 5s. each for the incan- 
descent lamps. He refers tothe company boom in 1882, the reaction 
which followed, and the turn of the tide in 1886, with its growth to 
the present day, when the industry is represented by a capital of 45 
millions sterling. He advocates low prices as the means of materially 
increasing demand, and thinks tbat, notwithstanding all the indirect 
economies due to cleanliness, convenience, healthiness, absence of 
noxious fumes, &c., the cost must be as low per candle-power-hour 
as that of any other illuminant. · 

Similarly with motive power, he does not look for great progress 
until it is cheaper to drive by electricity than by any other means, 
and the continuity and reliability of the supply are assured. 

The author discusses the importance of a good load factor, and 

oints out the advantage of combining the lighting and power supply. 
With such a load factor,and one set of mains serving both purposes, 
he predicts that the selling price will be about 1d. per unit for power 
and 3d. for lighting or an average all-round price of 1:54., and he 
doubts if anyone will dispute the feasibility of producing and dis- 
tributing below that figure so as to allow a handsome margin of 
profit. He adds that he includes in the cost, interest and deprecia- 
tion, the latter item including such sums as may be required 
annually to repay the loans in the prescribed period of years. 

He iliustrates by curves the overlapping of the motor and lighting 
loads, ard recommends the encouragement of a day load at anything 
above works cost. 

Dr. Panton advocates the system of hiring out the motors and 
gives the clause in the Bolton Parliamentary Bill of 1901, under which 
that Corporation obtained powers to do so. He states that in Bolton, 
the cost of the motor aud fixing with starting switch being ascer- 
tained, JO per cent. per annum on the capital cost is charged as 
rental He mentions that the cost of apkèap for hired motors in 
Bolton was :—For the year ended March 31st, 1902, £2 13s. ; rental, 
£108; and for the following year, £20 10a. 114d; rental, £235. 
He recommends canvassing and instructs canvassers in their 


‘business. He also advocates electrical exhibitions, lectures on 


motor driving, and the cultivation of supply to chemical works. 

The author refers to the sc-called free-wiring system, and would 
prefer assisted wiring,” the Corporation putting it in and charging 
9 per cent. per quarter as rental, with landlord's guarantee. At the 
end of three years the rentals having been duly paid represent the 
total cost of the installation plus 8 per cent, which percentage the 
Corporation would retain to cover interest on capital outlay and 
any slight cost entailed in collecting the amount by instalments; 
the installation would then become the property of the hirer. 

Then follows a sort of Cheap Jack proposal, viz., "If, however, 
9 per cent. per quarter pressed too hardly on the small consumer, 
8, 6 or 5 per cent. might be charged as a rental for a propor- 
tionately longer period.” 

He advocates the abolition of meter rente, street lighting at a 
very low price, and tramway traction at somewhat Łigher figures than 
for motor supply, because the latter gradually tails off from five 
to six o'clock each evening, when the lighting load comes on. He 
would cater for charging storage batteries for motor-cars He 
attacks the maximum demand system of charge, while admitting 
that it is theoretically unassailable, and instances church and 
chapel lighting, where it operates against a supply on Sundays, when 
shops and business premises are shut up. Then again, in assembly 
rooms the load rarely comes on during the peak, but in the 
„Wee sma’ hours." 
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The author doubts whether the capital cost of installing demand 
indicators and tsking the records is not more than the benefits 
obtained, especially with small coasumers. He recommends flat 
rates of 34d. to 4d. per unit for lighting, with special terms for 
special classes of consumers. He considers that supply authorities 
have done too much to discourage the short-hour consumer, and 
strongly opposes the maximum demand system for motive power 
supple. 

In Bolton he states that the charge is 21d. per unit up to 500 units 
a quarter, les: 10 per cent. for payment within 21 days, then 14d. 
for the second 500 units per quarter, and beyond this quantity 
1d. net. 

The alderman concludes his paper by asserting that ' Consumers do 
not, as а class, understand the maximum demand principle of 
charging, and if it ba explained to them with great care their 
intelligence seems to break down, although they may be in every 
other respect capable business men!” This want of understanding, 
he adds, engenders distrust, which is one of the greatest factors in 
materially retarding demand. 


Bailie McKenzig, Edinburgh, who opened the discussion, cor- 
demned the Bermondeey clause," and heartily supported the pro- 
posals as to decreased prices, and as to offering specially cheap rates 
to bulk customers. He aleo emphasised the benefits of street 
lighting. 

Bailie WILLOck,. Glasgow, said that committees do not appre- 
ciate the true value of day loads, and concluded by urging bis 
hearers not to lose a customer. 

Mr. GRIFFIN, Swindon, appeared to have suffered from the 
competition of the local gas company, who were fitting up houses 
free—a fact which had led the Corporation to consider the obtain- 
ing of powers for similar work in connection with electrical 
consumers. 

Mr. MAXWELL, Partick, considered tbat a street lighting load 
was better than a traction load, and that the prices charged for the 
former were much too bigh. 

Mr. A. B. Mountain, Huddersfield, mentioned having supplied 
energy to a carbide plant at 4d. per unit, between the peak loads. 
He considered that no charge for power should be above 14. per 
unit, and that the gas interests received too much protection. 

Mr. Hoap ey, Maidstone, had supplied energy for a 60 H. . 
motor at 1d. per unit, and he calculated it cost him ‘3d. in fuel and 
oil to produce. Та the matter of cheap wiring, he had looped up 
batches of eight small housesin Barking, and the consumers’ bills 
came to 8d. per week, as compared with 1s. 2d. for oil. 

Mr. J. CuBisTIE, Brighton, had supplied energy for motors at 1d. 
per unit—in the intervals between the peak loade. They used а 
time-switch to disconnect customers, and found that the latter 
guited their hours of business to the supply. 

Mr. J. E. Ерасоме, Kingston-on-Thames, spoke on free wiring, 
and Dr. Panton, in briefly replying, mentioned, in regard to the 
charge for street lighting, tbat there were only four public arc 
lamps in the borougb, the Gas Committee having control of the 


street lighting. 


THE FINANCIAL IMPROVEMENT OF ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY WORKS. 
By J. A. JECEKELL, Borough Electrical Engineer, Coventry. 


THIS is a paper written, as the author states at the commencement, 
more particularly for the commercial element in connection with 
electrical supply undertakings. This affects the chairmen of com- 
mittees probably to a greater degree than the engineer, although it 
is, or should be, due to the latter's initiative that any proposal is 
brought forward. After remarking on the early difficulties in the 
wav of giving a reliable supply, the author states ' that enterprises 
in England are judged by their commercial success rather than by 
the engineering achievement." This is no doubt true asa generalism, 
but iu view of the keen criticism which electrical undertakings 
undergo at the present time, it can hardly be doubted that in their 
case successful engineering and commercial prosperity to a great 
extent march hand-in-hand. 

The author then goes on to discuss the demand for cheap power, 
which be considers exists among large manufacturers, and in 
a far greater degree among their brethren in a smaller way of 
business. 

“The large manufacturers can fairly easily put down. power 
stations for themselves aud generate their own energy, though even 
they seem often to prefer purchasing it when it is supplied at a 
low rate.” 

The tendency of manufacturers to establish works in the pro- 
vinces rather than in populous centres, is held out as a bait to the 
local authorities to establish cheap power supplies. 

The author ргосеейв: —“ It is well known that many of the 

wer Bills were thrown out when it was clearly proved that the 

ocal authority in the area the company proposed to supply in was 
not only able and willing, but was actually supplying power st a 
rate lower than the company promised or was then doing. For 
instance, before the Committee, of which Sir James Kitson was 
chairman, the South Shields Corporation, when a power company 
proposed to come in and supply power in their area, were able to 
prove that they were manufacturing current at 28 per cent. less and 
selling it at less than 19 per cent. less than tbe companv was. 
Again, in the case of the Leicestershire and Warwickshire Power 
Bill the company proposed to come in and supply energy in 
Coventry. The price at which the company proposed to sell energy 
was 3d. per unit for the first 400 hours per quarter, and 2d. after- 
wards. The price at which the Coventry Corporation were then 
selling current, was 6d. forthe first 91 hours in the quarter, 3d. for 


the second, and 14. for all the remainder. Energy for power, 
heating and cooking was being supplied at 12d. per unit, all round, 
1.е., a consumer using energy for eight hours a day under the com- 
pany would pay 24d. per unit; under the local authority, 184. per 
unit; or, if on the lighting tariff, 1:87d. per unit," and that it is 
easy to design an entirely new station fori power supply now; but 
a far more difficult problem to adapt and extend existing stations, 
so that electricity may be made cheaply enough to be sold at a low 
price, and an enhanced profit made," £c. “This is the problem 
which nearly all managers will have to face in the very near 
future.” Mr. Jeckell is evidently looking at the problem from the 
Coventry (and, perbaps, we may add, South Shields) point of view 
—in both these cases, а single-phase alternating supply existed, 
whicb, it is well known, bas not proved successful with power 
users — but as a great majority of power stations are supplying 
continuous current, and, in many cases, to a rapidly increasing 
circle of power users, it 18 not easy to appreciate the force of these 
remarks. This does not, of course, refer to stations savouring of 
the antique, of which Coventry appears to have been one. 

The writer refers to tbe well-known peculiaritv of committees, 
in that they will agree to a policy proposed by a new manager, 
although, had his predecessor suggested a similar thing, they would 
not have supported it, and for this reason the “new broom” is often 
able to make a clean sweep of many ancient traditions, which have 
80 seriously hampered his predecessor. The writer then discusaes 
the price at which energy can be made and sold. 

Referring to the argument used in the early lighting days, when 
load factors were small, fhat it paid better to save capital and put in 
less expensive plant, which was not so efficient, rather than to put 
in the most efficient plant at an increased capital cost, the author 
rightly concludes that, with increased day loads, the saving in 
financial charges will quickly be overshadowed by the growing fuel 
costs, and stations built on this principle would naturally be 
uneconomical ; but as they are very, very rare—in fact, curios— 
the reference and succeeding figures lose their significance. 

Takirg a hypothetical case, assuming 100-xw. plant running 12 
hours a day for 300 days in a year. 

A set takes 25 lbs. of steam per unit. 
В set takes 35 lbs. of steam per unit. 

Say coal costs 7s. 6d. per ton and evaporates 5 lbs. of water per 

lb. of coal, therefore, 


Kw. hrs. days. Ibs. thillings. 
n : 
EN ur MCN LSU ЕСО ото сооро 
2,230 x 70 


Therefore B plant costs £1,200 per annum more to run than A, 
or capitalised at 6 per cent. £20,000, i.e., this amount extra could 
have been paid for A plant, and still it would have cost no more 
than B to run. 

Or, where coal is dearer, take bert Welsh costing 305. а ton, and 
this evaporates 10 lbs. of water per lb. of coal. 2 


KW, hrs. days. price. 
9 : Е: 
2 190 оак O EUR x. 20410: 
2,240 


Therefore B plant costs £2,410 per annum more to run than A, 
or capitalised at 6 per cent. £40,000. 

From this the author concludes that it pays to use the most 
efficient plant, even more where coal is dear, than where it is cheap. 
A point which will require consideration is the type of engine, 
steam consumption, floor space, attendance and stores being 
determining factors. 

The author emphasises the necessity of taking the average steam 
consumption. He does not think that large high-speed engines 
have much advantage over the low-speed types in the matter of 
floor space, with the exception of turbines. He considers the policy 
of cutting down wages and stores to be questionable in view of the 
fact that the plant has to be kept iu thoroughly good working order 
out of revenue. 

From the preceding figures the author relegates capital cost of 
plant to the background. This, however, should surely be qualified, 
as the advent of the turbine bas enabled radical savings to be made 
in cost of buildiogs without sacrificing efficiency. 

The next point the author considers is what extra capital above 
that already spent will be necessary to provide the plant required to 
supply power, also what extra cost there will be in total station 
charges. 

It is very necessary to consider only the extra cost both for 
capital charges and station costs, because the alr»ady existing capital 
charges and station costs will have to be met whether the power 
supply is given or not. To clearly demonstrate this we will take 
the following example : — ` 

" A station with the following accouats :—Capital, £75,000 ; total 
plant capacity, 600 Kw., earning capacity 400 xw., sells 400,000 units 
per annum. 


Station costs at 2d. per unit £3,323 
Capital charges at 54 per cent. 4,125 
7,458 

Revenue 400,000 units at 4d. ... 25 .. 6,666 
Lots iss £792 


“A demand occurs for power at 14d. per unit, probable amount 
1,000,000 units. The question is, can this amount be isupplied at 
this price and a profit made ? 

"One manager will say ' No, because my costs are 2d. per unit now 
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5 capital charges.’ Another manager works it out like 


Extra capital required, £30,C00 

Extra capital charges at 54 per cent.... . £1,650 
Extra station charges ... "m ves .. 2,000 
Total extra cost ... £3,650 
Extra revenue at 14d. on 1,000,000 units £6,250 
Less cost ... 2 ie о i 3,650 
Profit on transaction ... ... . . £2,600 
Lees loss on lighting is (us - 792 
Profit on station... 


£1,808 


The second marager naturally closes with the offer at once, and 
turns the lots on his station into a profit. It will be teen at once 
€ this how very profitable it is to supply power from an existing 
sta n." 

Evidently from the foregoing Mr. Jeckell has a very poor opinion 
of his brothers in the craft. For our part we canrot imagine a 
manager who would summarily reject a proffered additional 
1,000,000 units at 14d. each for power purposes (i.e, day load) on to 
their existing output of 400,000 lighting un'ts if there was a possi- 
bility of obtaining the necessary generating plant to cope with it. 
If his remarks had referred to the committee, well, perbaps the less 
raid the better. 

Mr. Jeckell then cites the case of his own town of Coventry, ia 
which, when he took over the helm, the plant and business methods 
could only be described as archaic. The system was sipngle-phase, 
rope-driven alternators and horizontal engines. The town is ex- 
ceedingly scattered, and the use of gas engines is established for 
factory driving. The station coste amounted to 3d. per unit for the 
year ending 1901. Capital charges were 2:66d , making a total cost 
of 52d., and as the average price obtained was 4'14d., a loss of 14d. 
was incurred on every unit sold. 

The author quickly decided that it would be unwise to raise the 
price, and the only course open wasitherefore to reduce the cost of 
manufacture and to popularise and extend the use of electrical 
energy. He decided that he could treble the earn'ng capacity of 
the plant if the capital of the undertaking were doubled. 

The author notes that in April last year £27,893 had been spent 
on mains and 27,226 lamps et ur ected. Daring the past year £5,185 
additional was spent on mains, and tothese have been connect d 
10,266 lampe. So that the cost of mains per lamp connection on the 
extension was less than half that in the case of the old mains, from 
which tbe author considers it advantageous to extend mains widely. 
It is no doubt correct that the first cost of a mains network, in- 
cluding as it does a large proportion of feeders, is heavier per lamp 
connection than the subsequent distribution extensions, but in the 
case >f Coventry, Mr. Jeckell's predecessor spent a considerable 
time in re-organising the distributing network, which is no doubt 
benefitting the department at the present time. 

It was decided to adopt two-phase generators and supply the out- 
lying sub-stations on that system—tbe centre of the town being 
supplied for the present with the existing plant. 

In the matter of motors, the author supplied single-phase motors 
up to 16 н.р. (prior to getting the two-phase plant running), and he 
says we found no difficulty whatever in running these motors off 
the lighting circuits, provided ordinary engineering precautions 
were adopted.” 

Since the two-phase system was started some 350 н P. of motors 
have been connected. 

“ By bringing about certain economies at the works, the actual cost 
for station charges has been brought down to the same figare as for 
1901. In fact, it will be seen that, even including the capital 
charges, the actual cost of manufacturing current this year was the 
same as in the year 1901, though he sold tbis year 566,000 unite, as 
compared with 341,000 units in 1901 Or, to put the accounts in the 
form given in the previous hypothetical case— 


Berong ExTENSIONS WERB CARRIED Оот, 1901. 
Capital spent, £78,513. 


Station cota  ... 285 s d e. 44,258 
Capital charges ... e = sae .. 3,789 
Total costs sex are i eS £8,147 
Total revenue ... s i 925 .. 5,897 

Lor s s vis .. £2,250 


AFTER EXTENSIONS HAVE BEEN PARTLY CABBIED Ост, 1903. 
Capital spent, £102,712 


Station costs. £3,573 
Capital charges... 4,574 
Total coste 85 sed sis Р? *. £8,147 
Total revenue ... TE ies к . . 7,958 

Loss — jus ТР &189 


N.B.—It should be remembered, in comparing these figures, that, 
as before mentioned, tho cosl cost some £500 more in 1901 than 
it would bave done in normal years, owing to the greatly enhanced 
prices." | 


The discussion on the рарзг was opened by Mr. Rost.) HAMMOND, 
who plumped for an extensive mains network at the commence- 
ment of supply. He mentioned the case of Hackney, where they 
had spent £120,000 on mains before opening, and had in 15 months 
exceeded his estimate of connections for three years. He hoped that 
chairmen would take this to heart and double their mains, besides 
reducing their prices. 

Mr. GzBALp Stoney did not care for the maximum demand 
system, which was too complicated. 

Mr. TURNBULL (Tynemouth) suggested that separate plant should 
be installed for dealing with the peak load, and went on to suggest 
some possible development of his old favourite, the locomotive. 

Mr. RuTHvEN Murray (Willesden) believed in the maximum 
demand system, properly applied, and suggested 8d. per unit for 
the first hour and 14. after as a baeis of charging. He mentioned 
the necessity for plainly marking indicators, so that consumers could 
obtain the required information at a glance. 

Mr. JECKELL briefly replied. 


Business MEETING. 


At the annual general business meeting of the Association held 
on Saturday, the 18th inst, at Sunderland, the election of officers 
for the ensuing year took place, Mr. T. P. Wilmshurst being elected 
President, and the town of Derby being provisionally selected as 
the location of the 1901 Convention. Messrs. F. A. Newington 
(Edinburgh) and R. A. Chattock (Bradford) were elected vice- 
presidents ; Alderman G. Pearson was re-elected hon. solicitor, and 
Mr. J. H. Rider hon. treasurer; Mr. J. E. Edgcome (Kingston on- 
Thames) succeeded Mr. Ruthven Murray in the position of hon. 
secretary. 

The Council for the ensuing year is as follows, new members 
being marked with an asterisk :—Messre. Fedden (Sheffield), Taite 
(Salford), Giles (Blackburn), McCowen (Belfast), Faraday Proctor 
(Bristol), Christie (Brighton), Kilgour (Cheltenham), *Brydges 
(Eastbourne), *l'albot (Nottingham), Panton (Bolton), Smith (Bar- 
row), Mackenzie (Edinburgh), *Dowson (Doncaster), and *David- - 
son (Harrogate). 

The president (Mr. Snell) presented two premiums for papers on 
continuous current switch gear and fuses, and Mr. J. H. Rider, the hon. 
treasurer, read his report for 1902-3, from which we gather that the 
balance in hand amounts to £183. The report was adopted. The 
annual report of the Council was next presented, ard the revised 
“ Emergency Rules” for dealing with cases of live wires falling in 
the street, came up for final consideration. It is probable that these 
rules will, in accordance with the expressed wish of the Post master- 
General, be printed and circulated among the P.O. engineering 
staff. 

It was decided to send both the Board of Trade and the Post 
Office copies of a resolation condemning the use of guard wires, and 
the Board of Trade subsequently decided that Messrs. W. А. 
Cbamen and A. B. Holmes, representing the Association, should be 
consulted on the matter. 

Tne Parliamentary Committee of the Aseociation recommended 
that a Bill placing a limit of au eight-hours day, siugle shift, on 
tramways men be opposed; they had also considered among 
other matters the supply of energy in bulk, restrictions as to above- 
ground wires, Somerset and District Electric Power Bill, a Tram- 
ways Bill clause for the prot«ction of the Postmaster-General, 
Supply of Electricity Bill, Royal Commission on Municipal 
Trading, &>. 

Among other matters considered by the Council were a suggestion 
by Mr.T. D. Clothier as to the advantages to be derived from 
affiliating technical students with the Association; the I. E. E Wirir g 
Rules, Mr. Ruthven Murray and Mr. Faraday Proctor beirg 
appointed to represent the Arsociation upon the LEE. Wiring 
Committee; and the repayments of loans, and loans for wiring aud 
motors, &c. 

The President, in moving the adoption of the report, added a 
resolution that only members of the Association and guesta, who 
may be officially invited, be eligible to attend future Conventions, 
giving аа a reason the growing burden which they placed upon those 
who entertained them during the meetings. ' 


ELECTRICAL WORK IN AUSTRALIA. 


THE following are extracta from the presidential address delivered 
to the Electrical Association of New South Wales, at Sydney, on 
April 3rd, by the President, Mr. J. R. W. Gardam :— 

The Association may well congratulate itself on being now so 
firmly established that, through all the early triale of the industry 
in Australia, it has reached ite twelfth year and has developed from 
promising childhood to ripe manhood in a way that augurs well for 
its future. Our ranks are being rapidly enlarged by the acquisition 
of many new members, principally of the younger electrical genera- 
tion, who, unbampered by the older theories and practice, can 
probably approach the present state of the science with even more 
confidence; having the advantage of clearer and more lucid 
definitions of electric phenomena than the older generation, 
who 15 or 20 years ago were without the information now so readily 
at hand. 

In the theoretical world, the remarkable discoveries relating to 
that complicated phenomenon, known as radio-activity, have 
exercised to a large degree the attentions of the moet noted 
poysicists. The rays emitted by the substances uranium, thorium 
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and radium seem inexhaustible, whilst those of the latter two are 
extraordinarily penetrating. Whatever.may be the true explana- 
tions of these mysteries, whether attributable to the existence of 
electrons in the free state or not, they may affect very materially 
the future of the human race. 

Here, in Sydney, we are proud of our electric tram system—a 
system ranking among the biggest on earth, one that has a mileage 
equal to that of Glasgow, though the population is less than one- 
half, and that population is carried 240 times in the year, as against 
155 times in Glasgow ; this is not due to cheaper fares, for the id. 
fare is in vse in Glasgow. The steam tram is now in ite last days, 
and the department has done wonders in converting the entire 
system to electric in so short a time and so effectively. Why the 
present cost of 124d. per car-mile is so high I am at a loss to under- 
stand, as tbe average at home is somewhere about 7d., and never 
higher than 10d., even when power is purchased outside. It may 
be accounted for by the Commissioners having foisted on them 
pioneer lines, and having to pay luxurious rates to their men. 
That the change and extension of the system have given satisfac- 
tion, together with the adoption of 14. fares, is shown by the fact 
that over 60 per cent. more passengers were carried in 1902 than in 
1900. 

We have reason to think that we are going to be proud cf 
our lighting when the Council's public supply is available; not 
that I discount the work that has been done by the private 
supply companies, as, had it not been for them, electricity in 
Sydney would still be practically unknown, and the Council would 
have to start building up a demand, with as great an uphill figbt 
and the same disappointments as these companies have success- 
fully overcome. 

The Monicipal Council of Sydney, in as short a time as six years 
after obtaining Parliamentary sanction, decided that tenders should 
be called for the work. Messrs. Preece & Cardew have drawn up a 
scheme admirably euited to the requirements of this city, and 
during the past year tenders bave been accepted for the greater 
part of the initial plant, mains, &c. The scheme will consist of 
two 600-Kw. and one 300-xw. sets generating three-phase current 
at a pressure of 5,200 volts between conductors, with a periodicity 
of 50 cycles per second. This current will then be taken to seven 
sub-stations, to be there converted down to a pressure suitable for 
distribution. In the city area two sub-stations will contain motor- 
generators which will convert the high-pressure three-phase current 
to continuous current for feeding a three-wire network with 480 
volts between the outers, and with the middle wire earthed. 
The other sub-stations will contain static transformers 
having their primary coils mesh-connected, and the secondaries 
star- connected, with the neutral earthed; a four-wire dis- 
tributing network, having 240 volts between the neutral and 
each outer, will be fed by these transformers. The size 
of plant proposed seems very inadequate for the large area 
it will supply, as, after providirg for the street lighting and 
their own requirements, they will have but 1,000 Kw. for other 
ures, whereas the five city lighting companies have in use 1,820 Kw. 
to supply only a limited portion of the city; but, as a system, it is 
one capable of such extension as would embrace all the 
suburbe. 

A difficult problem which the Council bas to face is, how shall it 
deal with the existing companies? That it will not adopt arbitrary 
measures is certain, for it cannot be denied that, by its continued 
delay in giving the undoubted demand of the citizens an electric 
supply, it encouraged the growth of these private concerns, and such 
supply, when once started, cannot stand stiil, as the companies’ 
bistories show tbat year by year they were forced to put down 
additional plant to meet the incessant increases ; until now, in the 
city proper, counting only the five principal etations, they have 
expended a capital of over £130,000. 

One of the chief benefita to be derived from the Council's supply 
is tbat the streets of Sydney will be transformed from being the 
worst lighted in the world, a disgrace to any civilised town, wherein 
it is positively ansafe to walk at night, to the most modernly and 
effectively lighted. 

Though the misguided and unenlightened being thinks he is 
showing the broadness of bis views, and that he is no jingo, by 
buying foreign material, and, in fact, gives advantage to the foreign 
article over the British-made goods, it is highly gratifying to note 
that tbe City Council by their choice of plant, &c., will not only 
bave obtained a plant at a lower cost, but, as time will prove, one 
more efficient and lasting than they would have had, had they 
bought it outside this empire. Can anyone in this room give any 
reason why, other things being equal, we should assist foreign 
labour, and particularly those countries which by their prohibitive 
tariffs absolutely prevent the competition and importation into 
their own countries of British-made goods? Is it any reason that 
because the wool and produce of this country finds its way into 
European markets, because they cannot buy a sufficient quantity 
elsewhere at a lower figure, we should reciprocate by purchasing 
machinery from them which we can ourselves turn out as well, if 
not better, than they ? 

I have been approving of the tramways as a system, but cannot 
refrain from saying that that huge mass of foreign material running 
at Ultimo and along our streets is indeed a reflection on our Govern- 
ment and its advisers. It appals one to know that in a British 
country British firms were not even asked to tender for the lest 
large expenditure on the generating plant, and for this State's sake, 
I trust the engines, which are similar to those which, alongside the 
Musgrave engines at Glasgow, cut so poor a figure, will give better 
results bere. By the good вепве! ої the Council an indication is 
giver that the scare and oft-repeated mis-statement implying 
Britisbi decadence is being corrected. It may be admitted that, 
owing to, the. necessarily conservative laws of the older countries, 
we bavejbeen left a littlelbehind in some small matters, but I have 


yet to learn that England cannot turn out engines, above all things, 
superior to those built anywhere else. 

Soon we can hope that the low level electric sewerage scheme 
will be in full working order. A paper read before this Associa- 
tion by one of its members gave a very clear description of the 
methods being adopted, and it is only to be regretted that at the 
time the scheme was thought out no early anticipation of high- 
pressure current being available in the city could be seen. Had 
such possibility been known, the capital cost of the system would 
have been very considerably diminished. 

Of other electrical work in Sydney, the lighting companies have 
been increasing in a wonderful manner. In one instance the output 
was 45 per cent. greater in 1902 than in the previous 12 months. 
I estimate that, without counting Government or Council work, 
no less than 24 million unita were used for private lighting ana 
power last year, all supplied by the city companies, whilst the con- 
nection reduced to 8 oP. equivalents was over 100,000. The 
Municipal Council of Redfern during the past year introduced an 
all-day supply, anticipating a good motor load, and though at the 
present time a difficulty arises in getting locally satisfactory 
motors to work on their single-phase current, I have no doubt 
that in a short time the load that will be acquired will be a valuable 
addition to their revenue. 

Motive power is rapidly becoming as important a load for central 
stations as lighting is; the growth of the demand, especially during 
the past two years, for small motors, is such that now in the city 
the kilowatt-capacity is more than 30 per cent. of the total con- 
nections, and nearly all these motors are of small size, up to 5 H P. 
Although not many of the machines driven by motors are bailt 
for direct coupling, motors have been attached to almost every 
variety of work requiring power, and by their many superiorities 
over other motive powers are gaining daily in favour. One 
interesting case I am acquainted with is the driving of a quadruple 
press at the Sydney Morning Herald Office, with a motor of 50 mP. 
directly connected. The press prints an eight-page edition, com- 

lete, at a rate of 48,000 per hour. The system of driving is that 

own as the Bullock Teaser system. The system seems to be very 

economical, as the consumption of current is under one unit per 
750 complete copies. 

Turning to the question of the “ Nernst” lamp, tbe president 
thovght that in their present state the small Nernsts" have no 
field, but the larger ones can be used with very good effect in 
place of high candle-power glow lamps or small arc lamps. 

After a reference to the Cooper-Hewitt mercury vipour lamp, he 
touched upon electric lifts, which are beginning to get a footing in 
Sydney at last. He anticipated that it was only a matter of a few 
years when the majority of lifts would be electrically driven, as the 
ranning cost of those already installed fully bore out the published 
resulta iu other countries. It was stated that the biggest firm of lift 
builders, making both hydraulic and electric, were now building ten 
electric for each one hydraulic. At the G.P.O. the elestric lift had 
been working for 34 years without a single stoppage or a single 
repair, and the official figures gave the cost of running as less than 
one-fourth of what it previously cost for hydraulic power. Mesars. 
W. 8. Friend & Co. carried up over 5,000 tons of merchandise for 
£3 10s., and a recond elevator had been put in on account of the 
satisfactory operation of the first. Messrs. David Jones & Co.'s lift 
carried 119,000 people at a cost of £26, or 19 passengers for 1d. A 
second one had been put in doing similar service to this, and had 
displaced a hydraulic one that cost £130 a year to run. A dozen 
others were equally giving every satisfaction. : 


WESTINGHOUSE-BREMER ARC LAMPS. 


We recently mentioned, in our article on the Poplar electricity 
works, that a new type of Westinghouse-Bremer arc lamp was in 
use in the borough. The new lamp is shown complete in fig. 1, 
while fig. 2 shows the mechanism, and fig. 3 isa diagram of con- 
nections, by the aid of which the mechanism can be readily 
understood. Four solenoids are used: the two striker, or lighting 
coils, the shunt coil, and the arc-controlling coil. The first two are 
connected across the lamp terminals, and are in series with the sub- 
stitutional resistance, as well as a small relay, which magnetises or 
demagnetises the coils. The two plungers moving in the coils are 
coupled to a link-and-lever motion, which (1) releases or grips the 
carbons; (2) revolves the magazine to bring up the next pair of 
carbons ; (3) moves in the striker plate to start the arc. The second 
coil is a shunt to the arc and is always in circuit, but the strength 
of ita field varies with the resistance of thearc. It serves to attract 
an armature, which acta as a switch to sbort- circuit the blow coil 
(described later). This armature is released when the arc is 
normal, but is at once attracted when the arc fails or lengthens. 
The third coil exerts its influence on the arc, repelling it from the 
points, and producing a long flame. It is always in eeries with the 
arc, but is short-circuited when the shunt relay is actuated and во 
releases an armature, which in falling closes a switch, completing 
the circuit of the striker coils. This relay can be seen in fig. 2, the 
blow coil being in front of the lamp. When the lamp is burning 
the striker coils are inactive, the shunt coil is energised, but is not 
sufficiently powerful to attract ite armature, and the blow coil in 
series with the arc is also active, holding up the relay in the striker 
coil circuit. As the arc lengthens and the shunt coil becomes strong 
enough to raise the relay the blow coil is short-circuited, and in turn 
releases its armature and cuts in the striker coils. These at once 
exert a pull on the mechanism which lowers the carbons, awin 

round the striker plate, and readjusts the arc. A slight blink only 
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is caused by reason of the passage of the striker under the carbon 
inta, 


The arc proper is surrounded by a copper hood or cup, which acts 
asa reflector when the white ash and fine mineral particles released 
by the arc are deposited on it. A number of these particles in an 
incandescent state are also suspended in the atmosphere around the 
arc, and tend to further increase the intensity of the illumination. 


Fia. 2. 


A special feature of this latest type of lamp is the magazine, 
which holds five pairs of carbons, and increases the burning life to 
40 hours. The position of the carbons also simplitics the trimming, 
to effect which two caps are removed at the top of the hood, and 
the pencils are dropped into their ive tubes, when the caps 
are replaced. The caps are distinctly marked to minimise errors 
with the carbons, and each cap has a chain attached to ensure its 


Fic. 3. 


return over the correct magazine. An ingenious method of auto- 
matically inserting the next pair of carbons is employed, and the 
old ends drop clear to the bottom of the globe without obstructing 
any of the moving parts. Tests on the lamp are said to give the 
following results :— 


With Without 
globe. globe. 
Maximum candle-power ... fos 2,400 5,500 
Mean hemispherical candle-powe 1,500 5,000 


Watts per maximum candle-power 018 0 081 
Watts per mean hemispherical 
candle-power iis see 0:289 0:133 


As the maximum theoretical candle-power obtainable from 
incandescent bodies, the whole of the radiation from which is in the 
form of light, is about six candles per watt, or at the rate of 17 watt 
per candle, it would seem that the reflector mentioned above has a 
very high efficiency. | 


At present lamps for use on direct current only have been made ; 
but an alternate current form will be produced at an early date to 
emit light of & similar character e direct-current lamps are 
made in sizes from 5 to 9 amperes, for burning either 40 hours or 
12 hours. carbons are supplied for use with the lamp, and 
only this kind must be employed, to obtain the best results. 

important features of the Westinghouse-Bremer lamp шлу 
be summarised as follows :— High efficiency, even distribution of light 
and illumination of globe, absence of glare, and great penetrative 
power, especially in fogs. In addition, the mechanism is simple, 
there are no protruding rods below the arc, and the entire lamp is 
exceedingly compact, being much smaller than the old Bremer 
lamp. 

A large number of these lamps are already in use at Poplar, 
Nuneaton, Shipley, Ilfracombe, and other places, for street lighting 
purposes, while many more are on order for the most important 
electric supply undertakings in the country. 


THE CONTINENTAL ELECTRICAL ENGI- 
NEERING INDUSTRY. 


THE QUESTION OF CoMMERCIAL TREATIES STILL ABSORBING 
ATTENTION. 


Tux Association for the Protection of the Economic Interests of 
the German Electrical Engineering Industry held its annual 
assembly recently at Mannheim, under the presidency of Herr A. 
Haeffner, of Frankfort-on-the-Maine. In the course of the report 
submitted to the meeting reference was made to the work of the 
Association during the year, including an agitation against the pro- 
posed new duties on raw lead and copper, the preparation of memo- 
rials in regard to new treaties of commerce, the regular presentation 
of information concerning opportunities of doing business in other 
countries, and other matters. 

A resolution was eventually adopted unanimously by the assembly 
emphasising that the German electrical industry does not require 
special protection in the home market, but that the greatest value 
is attached to foreign markets being kept open, and not closed by 
high import duties. The Association regards the new tariffs pro- 
jected by Russia, Austria-Hungary and Switzerland as prohibitive 
for German electrical productions, and it would, therefore, see 
greater advantage in an extension of the. existing commercial 
treaties than in the conclusion of new ones on the basis of the high 
import duties contemplated by the tariffs in question. It does not 
appear from the brief official report of the proceedings that the 
conference discussed the question of the suggested British Zoll- 
verein, but it is improbable that this was done in view of the 
indefinite position of the scheme at the present time. 

The formation has taken place at Hanover of Korting Bros. and 
Co. for the purpose of acquiring the business of the firm of Korting 
Bros., who have branches in other parts of Germany and in other 
countries. The capital of the company is £800,000, with a proposal 
to issue £225,000 in bonds, and a noteworthy portion of the capital 
has been taken up by the Allgemeine Elektricitäte Gesellschaft and 
the Berlin Handels Gesellechaft. The electrical department of the 
Hanover firm has been separated from the new company, and has 
either been absorbed by the Allgemeine Co., or converted into an 
independent enterprise. 


GERMAN ENTERPRISES. 


The directors of the Felten & Guilleaume Co., of Mulheim-on- 
the-Rhine, whose general meeting for the past financial year has 
just taken place, had the satisfaction of presenting a more favour- 
able balance-sheet to the shareholders than that of a year ago. In 
1900 the net profits amounted to nearly £340,000, and a dividend 
at the rate of 10 per cent. was paid, but although the net results 
for 1901 were represented by over £88,000 it was decided to 
transfer £50,000 of that sum to a special reserve fund and to 
abstain from making any distribution among the shareholders. 
The accounts for 1902, after writing off £44,600 for depreciation as 
against £42,550, and placing £4,950 to the legal reserve fund as 
compared with £17,880, show net profits amounting to £122,158. 
This sum allows of the payment of a dividend at the rate of 5 per 
cent. for the year, with a carry-forward exceeding £14,500. 

The report for 1902 of the Mix & Genest Telephone and Tele- 
graph Works Co.,-of Berlin, records a diminution in the total 
turnover owing to the Government orders being less tban in the 
preceding 12 months, and the financial results have consequently 
been of a less favourable nature. As faras the company’s inde- 

ndent branch establishments are concerned, the report mentions 
that those at Cologne and Hamburg worked entirely satisfactorily, 
whilet that in London was subject to the influence of the unfavour- 
able situation of business in England. After providing £9,372 for 
depreciation as against £9,186 in 1901, the accounts show net 
profits amounting to £9,897 as compared with £21,551, and a 
dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. has been declared as against 9 
per cent. in 1901. In the course of observations made at the recent 
general meeting, Herr Genest stated that the transactions with the 
Post Office authorities considerably improved during the last three 
months of the year, and that further consideration to the company 
had also been shown in the new year. As far as the heavy current 
department was concerned, it was admitted that it was the sick 
child of the company. It had been worked at_a loss; but oven if 
that particular department had to be abandoned, it would not be 
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any danger to the company. The latter had, as well as other 
enterprises, sought to improve prices of heavy goods during the 
year, and at present operations in that particular branch had been 
restricted in order to reduce expenses. With regard to the current 
year, Herr Genest said that he entertained the hope that it would 
yield a more satisfactory dividend than the past, and he mentioned 
that the sales during the first four months had reached an un- 
precedented height, although this circumstance did not allow of 
any conclusion being drawn as to the total results for the year, as 
prices were lower than in former years. 

The North German Marine Cable Works Co, of Nordenham, may 
be mentioned as being closely associated with the German Atlantic 
Telegraph Co., which, in fact, holds slightly over one-half of the 
former's total share capital of £300,000. An increase in the capital 
of the North German Co. from £100,000 to £300,000, which took 
place two years ago, allowed of an extension of the cable factory 
and the commencement of the manufacture of the second cable for 
the German Atlantic Co. At the end of 1902, 1,116 miles of the 
cable had been completed, and in May of this year the length had 
been increased to 1,860 miles. The company's report mentions 
that, apart from this cable, the factory turned out smaller orders, 
including a three-core cable laid from the mouth of the Weser to 
Wangeroog. The cable steamer Podbielski was engaged for 144 days 
during 1902 on repairing cables and taking soundings for the route 
of the second cable to be laid across the Atlantic. A second cable 
steamer for this purpose was ordered from the Stettin Vulcan Co., 
which had recently completed the delivery of the vessel. The 
accounts show that manufacturing operations realised a groes profit 
of £40,681 as against £23,686, and laying and repairs produced 
£4,464 as compared with £13,836. After writing off £22,457 for 


depreciation as against £10,754, and providing for other items, 


there remains a balance of £2,226 to be carried forward, and thus 
no distribution is made for 1902 as in the previous year. The 
report states that there is prospect of the company receiving further 
orders for cables in the next two years before the completian of the 
existing large contract for the second cable across the Atlantic. 

The Electra (o. of Dresden, which has a share capital of 
£225,000, is interested in various electric tramways and electricity 
works, of which some are worked by the company’s own staff. 
During the year 1902-1903, the operating results of the tramways 
were detrimentally affected by the unfavourable weather, and the 
sale of the Mulhouse electricity works terminated the income of 
£3,500 hitherto received from that source, although these losses 
were almost entirely compensated by economies realised and by the 
development of the other undertakings in which the company is 
interested. The net profits amount to £4,923 as compared with 
£5,594, and a dividend ai. the rate of 1 per cent. has been declared, 
this being the same rate as in the preceding year. 


FRENCH AND OTHER COMPANIES. 


Among French companies may be mentioned the Compagnie 
Continentale Edison, which earned a net profit of nearly £42,000 in 
1902, and has distributed £24,000 by way of dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent. оп the ordinary shares. The Société Le Triphasé has 
resolved to pay 4 per cent. on the ordinary capital, whilst the 
Compagnie Generale de Traction is unable to propose any distri- 
bution. The latter has undergone drastic reforms during the past 
year, including & reduction in the share capital from £1,200,000 to 
£424,000, and although the deficit in 1901 exceeded £800,000, there 
still remains a debit balance of £136,000. 

The Austrian Union Electricity Co., of Vienna, which increased 
its share capital from 3,000,000 kronen to 5,000,000 kronen during 
1902, has had a most unsatisfactory year. As its name denotes, the 
company is an offspring of its German namerake, which is still 
largely interested in the undertaking. А year ago the Austrian 
company was able to declare a dividend of 4 per cent. for 1901, but 
the past year's trading bas resulted in & loss of over 658,000 kronen, 
and after abeorbing the reserve fund the debit balance to be carried 
forward still amountsto 641,000 kronen. The company has hitherto 
had to meet, among others, the competition of the Berlin Allge- 
meine (o., which has no branch establishment in Austria. In view, 
however, of the community of interests now existing between the 
Allgemeine Со. and the Union Co., of Berlin, it is proposed to 
make arrangements to extend the understanding in some way so as 
to avoid any rivalry between tbe Allgemeine Co. and the Austrian 
Union Co. in the future. 

The Roumanian Electrica (Lahmeyer) Co, which is & subsidiary 
of the Frankfort Lahmeyer Co., represents its German parent in 
Roumania, Servia and Bulgaria, and at the same time works the 
stations built in Roumania, by the Frapkfoit company. It has a share 
capital of £100,000, and as the net profits for 1902 amount to 
£5,420, it is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. 
for the year. | 

The Russian Tudor Accumulator Co, of St. Petersburg, proposes 
to distribute 6 per cent for 1902, as against nil in 1901, and 3 per 
cent. in 1900. 


PROGRESS IN ALTERNATING CURRENT 
MOTORS. 


In the Western Electrician for May 2nd, 1903, are described 
two recent inventions for improvements in induction motors 
which are worthy of notice. | 


The first relates to a method of improving the starting 


torque without the insertion or use of any high specific 


resistance material in the rotor circuits, and is due to Abe 
Lincoln Cushman, of Concord, N.H. The object is attained 
by dividing the winding into & number of elements all of 
low specific resistance material, such as copper, which may 
be entirely separate, or may be connected star or delta 
fashion, во long as they can be brought into action gradually 
or successively. When in star connection, as shown in 
fig. 1, they are connected into & number of star-connected 
parallel closed circuits when at full speed, while, when start- 
ing, there is but a single star-connected winding. This 
resulta in a reduction of the current in the rotor at start, 
and improves the starting torque. Fig. 1 represents a star 
winding for an eight-pole induction motor embodying the 
invention. | 

The second invention relates to the variation of the speed of 
induction motors by varying the number of poles, and is due 
to Robert Dahlander and Karl Arvid Lindström, of Westeras, 
Sweden. The invention deals with that class of drum 
windings for alternating current motors in which the con- 
ductors are so arranged that, by simply varying the coupling 
of the same, the number of poles, and consequently the 
8 of the motor, may be altered. In the winding which 
they have devised, the conductors are so arranged that each 
two adjacent conductors, or groups of conductors, of one 
phase embrace one of the conductors or groups of conductors 
of each of the other phases. The winding, in fact, is so 
arranged that the conductors or groups of conductors for the 
several phases follow each other in regular progression 
around the member on which they are wound. The con- 
ductors are connected to form separate windings for the 
several phases, and the winding for each phase is divided 
into two sections, with the two terminal connections во 
arranged that the windings may be connected either in such 
manner that the current will flow in the same direction 
through both sections of each winding, or so that the cur- 
rent in one of the sections will be reversed. 

Fig. 2 representa diagrammatically a drum winding for a 
three-phase motor with the windings so connected as to 
produce a field having 16 poles. With the terminal connec- 
tions arranged as shown, the windings for the three phases 
are connected together at one end, and at the other end are 
connected each to one of the three-phase mains, the three 
middle terminals being left on open circuit. This connec- 


tion gives 16 poles, as indicated by the letters N, s. By 
making use of the middle terminals it is possible, however, 
to reverse the direction of the current in one of the sections 
of each of the three windings, and with the conductors 
arranged as shown in the diagram this will produce a field 
having only eight poles. 

We should welcome reliable tests of the Cushman motor. 
It seems probable that a rotor of this type, together with 
the latest improvement in stators, should produce a very 
good induction motor. The invention described, being an 
improvement in the rotor, can be adapted to induction 
motors of any number of phases, hence its value. 

Although the Dahlander and Lindstróm invention pos- 
seases the merits of a simple method of halving the number 
of poles, it is not likely to give much impetus to the further 
adoption of induction motors. The speed of induction 
motors varies inversely as the number of poles, and although 
a motor capable of running at two widely different speeds 
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will have à more extensive application than one which can 
only run at one speed, we cannot expect a more general 
adoption of alternating motors until a gradual variation of 
speed is obtained. i 

The idea of varying the number of poles is, of course, 
not new. It is only the particular method of accomplishing 
this that is novel in the invention. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRENT 
INTERRUPTER. 


By J. WRIGHT. 


(Continued from page 128.) 

A CURIOUS phenomenon noticed in connection with the 
working of the Caldwell interrupter is that after a while the 
level of the liquid on one side of the partition will be found 
to have risen, whilst that on the other has fallen by a 
corresponding amount. Moreover, this effect is not 
dependent upon the direction of the current through the 
apparatus, as may readily be proved by reversing the polarity. 
Dr. F. T. Trouton’s explanation of this phenomenon is that 
the bubble of vapour, formed at each interruption, will the 
more readily locate itself on that side of the opening where 
the pressure is lowest, viz., towards the side of lowest level. 
Since this bubble is bordered by liquid on either side, it is 
obvious that the minute quantity of electrolyte in the 
opening will be greater on the opposite side, or region of 
highest level ; consequently the bubble, in exploding, drives 
this greater volume back into that side of the vessel, and 
the whole mass, flowing together again at the centre of the 
opening, is ready for a repetition of the cycle. The quan- 
tity of liquid in that half of the vessel having the higher 
level is therefore increased at each interruption by an 
amount equal to the displacement of the vapour bubble from 
the centre of the opening. The rise in level increases up to 
a certain point, at which arcing at the point of break ceases, 
and the electrolyte flows back through the opening from the 
higher to the lower level until the original action is re- 
established. 

An electrolytic interrupter, based upon the original pro- 
ductions of Wehnelt and Caldwell, has been devised by Mr. 
A. A. Campbell Swinton, in co-operation with Messrs. J. 
Stanton and H. Wolff, a description of which was published 
by the former gentleman in 1899.” It consists, fig. 13, 
of an outer containing vessel v, preferably of glass, provided 
with a lid r, which supports the remaining portions of the 
apparatus. T is a tube of glass or porcelain, depending 
from the centre of the lid, and forming with the central 
stem 8, which may also be of glass or porcelain, a regulating 
valve for the electrolyte. The stem s is provided at its 
upper extremity with a screw thread and milled nut N, by 
means of which it can be raised or lowered in the fixed 


Fia. 13. 


bracket B. Its lower end is taper, and passes through the 
circular opening in the tube T, some 3 or 4 millimetres in 
diameter. D is an outlet from the tube T, which allows the 
electrolyte to flow back into the main vessel v as its level 
rites in T, whilst Li, La, are lead plates, forming the two 
electrodes of the device, immersed respectively in the elec- 
trolyte in T and v ; they are electrically connected with 


— o —— — — —.— Se 


* Letter to the Electrician, June 30th, 1899. 
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terminals on the lid, as shown. The taper on the lower end 
of s should be fairly long, in order to compensate for a 
certain amount of erosion which takes place at the point of 
A large range of adjustment is claimed for 
this device, whilst the alteration in level of the ele:trolyte 
during work, which has already been alluded to in connec- 
tion with the Caldwell interrupter pure and simple, is com- 
pensated for by the overflow outlet р. 

A compact and portable form of electrolytic interrupter 
was devised by Prof. Elihu Thomson and Mr. Robt. Shand. 
It is concentric in form, and consists of a heavy copper wire 
some 6 or 8 in. in length, tipped at one extremity with a 
short length of platinum wire of smaller gauge, which con- 
stitutes the anode, the other extremity of the copper being 
provided with a suitable terminal for connection to external 
apparatus. Immediately surrounding the copper wire as an 
axis is an insulating sheath of hard rubber or ebonite, 
which, again, is surrounded by a tube of lead, forming the 
cathode, to which a terminal attachment is secured for 
purposes of connection. A system of screwed flanges at the 
upper extremity of the cylinder Шо a means of adjusting 
the extent of projection of the platinum anode from ite 
insulating sheath, and consequently of the current passing. 
The device is rendered complete by immersion in any 
Suitable vessel containing dilute sulphuric acid of the usual 
atrength. 

As pointed out by M. Bary, there are three phases in con- 
nection with the working of the Wehnelt interrupter. At a 
comparatively low E.M.F. simple electrolysis is set up, oxygen 
being evolved at one pole and bydrogen at theother. As the 
E.M.F. rises, the apparatus commences to act as an inter- 
rupter, while with a still higher E.M.F. the interruptions 
cease, and the platinum anode becomes red-hot, being sur- 
rounded, as has been proved, by a layer of heated vapour. 
This latter phase is a direct sequence of the first or electrolysis 
stage if no inductance be included in the circuit. J. Car- 

ntier has demonstrated the possibility of obtaining the 
interrupter phase for lower E. M. P.'s than was previously 
deemed possible, having achieved this result by raising the 
temperature of the electrolyte artificially. It can then be 
worked at a lower E.M.F. than the normal 25 to 30 volts, 
owing to the heat produced in action, always provided that 
suitable steps be taken to prevent a too rapid radiation and 
consequent cooling below the workable limit. 

According to Mr. W. J. Humphreys, the electrolyte in a 
liquid interrupter may be varied at will within certain 
limits. Speaking approximately, the efficiency of the liquid 
as an accessory to the interrupter increases in direct pro- 
portion to its electrical conductivity. Many solutions have 
been tried, and that of sal-ammoniac or chloride of ammonium 
has been found to yield the most rapid break of all, though 
its adoption for the purpose unfortunately gives rise to the 
formation of tri-chloride of nitrogen, a high explosive, 
which renders the interrupter charged with it somewhat 
dangerous. | 

Lagrange has succeeded in reversing the action of the 
Wehnelt interrupter, or, in other words, producing the actual 
energy of interruption at the cathode instead of the anode, . 
thereby enabling much larger currents to be dealt with than 
is possible with the ordinary form. For this purpose he 
constructs his cathode of a series of copper rods, which are 
metallically connected with a large sheet of the same metal, 
situated outside the liquid and acting in the capacity of a 
radiator. Another form of radiator consists of a copper 
containing vessel, through which a continual stream of 
cold water is caused to circulate. With this form of 
apparatus its inventor has succeeded in interrupting currents 
of 100 amperes, and, moreover, in the absence of any 
inductance in the circuit. 

H. T. Simon has brought out several modified forms of the 
electrolytic interrupter, the general arrangement of which he 


. has patented. One type consists of a lead containing vessel 


filled with dilute sulphuric acid, in which is immersed, 
depending from the ebonite lid, an ordinary test tube con- 
taining a cylinder of lead. The bottom of the test tube is 
perforated by several openings, about 1 millimetre in 
diameter, through which the interruptions take place. The 
outer vessel and the inner lead cylinder are the electrodes of 
this apparatus. Another form consists of two separate 
vessels filled with the electrolyte, in which are respec- 
tively immersed two identical electrodes; an inverted U-tube, 
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filled with the electrolyte, connects the two, the necessary 
interval in the liquid column being provided by a bubble at 
the bend of the U. "The apparatus is said to work equally 
well with continuous and alternating currents, and to be 
unaffected by the heat developed in action. 

Ruhmer’s чүн upon the Simon-Caldwell form of 
interrupter with multi-perforated diaphragm, is represented 
in fig. 14, and was designed with a view to obviating the 
disadvantages attendant upon the erosion or wearing-out of 
the diaphragm. The latter, shown at D, is interchangeable 
and consists of perforated porcelain ; it is placed between 
the two plane walls of the semi-cylinders, a, в, which are 
bolted together at C; E, F, are the lead electrodes, flattened 
out at their lower extremities, as shown, such that they 
almost cover the two openings, a and 5, in the plane sides of 
the semi-cylinders. The diaphragm, р, is placed imme- 
diately in the track of these openings, and forms the base, 
or locale of the interruptions; F, F, are circulatory pipes for 
the passage of a stream of cold water, which serves to keep 
down the temperature. In a later improvement on this 
device, the electrodes are introduced through the semi- 
cylindric walls of the two compartments, A and k, at a 
point in line with the openings a, b, and, further, by 
making one electrode of lead, and the other of aluminium, 
Ruhmer has succeeded in interrupting an alternating 
current in one direction only, a point of great utility in 
X-ray practice. When used for this purpose, the useful life 
of the aluminium electrode is some 500 hours. 


(To be continued.) 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Oo., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


18,6874 (1902). ‘‘ Anewor improved electric post, being a method of and means 
for the collection, transmission and distribution of letters, parcels and the like.” 
R. T. PiscicELLI. July 15th. (Date applied for under Patents Rule 9, August 
25th, 1902.) (Complete.) 

15,438. “ The self-acting adjusting fork for the ee of electric tramcars, 
or other vehicles or engines to which it may be applicable.” C.Ganpy. July 
18th. 

16,479. ‘Improvements in regulating systems of electric distribution.” 
P. M. Justice. (The National Battery Co., United States.) July 18th. (Com- 
plete.) — 

15,480, ‘Improvements in regulating systems of electric distribution.” 
P. M. Justice, (The National Battery Co., United States.) July 13th. (Com- 
plete.) 

15,481. ‘Improvements in electric arc lamps." E. R. Viatz. Ju'y 18th. 
(Complete.) 

15,494. Improvements relating to electric insulating material.” I. 8. 
McDovoALL. July 18th. 

16,495. ' Improvements relating to electric insulating fabrics." I. 8. 
McDovaarL. July 13th. 

15,500. “Improvements in alternating-current contact apparatus." THR 
AKTIRN-GRSELLSCHAFT Brown, Boveri & Сік. July 13th. (Date applied for 
under Patents Act, 1901, November 13th, 1902, being date of application in 
Switzerland.) (Completo.) 

15,504. Improvements in and relating to electric foot-arch supporter.“ 
F. B. Lee. July 18th. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, December 
30th, 1902, being date of application in United.States.) (Complete). 

15,506. ‘Improvements in armatures for electric induction motors.” W.P 


"THoMwPsoN, (Electricitits Gesellschaft Alioth, Switzerland. July 13th, 
(Complete.) 

16,582. “Improvements in dynamo-suspension gear for use in connection 
with electric lighting systems for railway carriages and the like." Tur 


ELECTRIC AND ORDNANCE ACCKSSORIBS Co., LTp., and R. F. HALL. 
(Complete.) 


July 14th. 


16,552.  ''Improvements in apparatus or devices for transmitting and 
une messages by wireless telegraphy.” C.G.Burke. July 140. (Com- 
plete.) 


зе “ Improvements іп telephone exchange systems," W, AITKEN. July 


15,569. An improved method of, and apparatus for, wireless signalling, 
chiefly designed for determining the nautical bearing of navigable vessels,” 
H. W. Lapp. July 14th. (Complete.) 


15,59]. “Improvements in means for preventing arcing between commutator 


лш E. A. CARoLAN. (The General Electric Co., United States.) July 
th. 
15,592. ‘*Improvements in synchronising alternators.” E. A. CAROLAN. 


(The General Electric Co., United States.) July 14th. 

15,595. ** Improvements in an electric arc lamp hanger and cut-out.” E. A. 
CaROoLAX. (The General Electric Co., United States.) July lith. 

15,605. “Improvements in and connected with the wiring of overhead con- 
ductors for electric traction systems at terminal stations and the like.” W.H. 
TURNER and W. H, Isaxkwoop. July l4th. 


15,623. “Improvements in means for protecting the exposed or live parts of 


iiy switches, cut-outs or the like." W. McDevitt. July 14th. (Com- 
plete. 
15,686. New electric contact breakers for sounding alarms when doors and 


windows are opened." D. S. SEMPLE. July 16. 

15,647. “Improvements in insulated frogs or crossings or the like for over- 
head trolley wires as used on electric railways.“ H. BRECKNELL, E. M. Munro 
and H. I. Rogers. July 15th. 

15,682. "Improvements relating to electricity meters." E. BLUMENTHAL and 
8. BCHLESINGER, July 16th. 


15,684. “An improvement in portable electric meters.“ F, A. Danton, 
July 15th. 


15.700. “Improved process for reducing organic substances in an electro- 
lytic bath." О. Imray. (Farbwerke vormals Meister, Lucius & Brüning, 

ermany.) July loth. 

15,746. ''Improvements in electrical атс lamps." GUEST, KEEN & NETTLE- 
FOLDS, LTD., and W. E. Symons. July 16th. 


15,767. “Improved means for actuating brakes and retaining same in action. 
more specially applicable to wbeels of cycles, but also adaptable for the purpose 
of operating velves, switches, or the like.“ R. Varry. July 16th. 

15,712. ‘Improvements in and relatingto the magnetic separation of ore." 
W. K. L. Dickson. July 16th. 

15,787. “ Improvements in detectors of electrical oscillations.” L. H. 
Water, July 17th. 

15,795. “ A new or improved device for the quick repair of broken trolley 
wires of electric tramways.” T. Н. Wess. July 17th. 

15,7906. “ An improved clockwork or rotary register to be used with or 
adjusted to any style of electric or gas meters fortiming, registering, measuring, 
int electric or gas energy or current.” С. Davikxs and C. C, Law rss. July 

15,810, '*Improvements in electrical fusible cut-outs.” 
Вмітн and Н. G, Bacus. July 17th. (Complete.) 

15,811. Improvements in dynamo-electric machines for regulating the 
charge and discharge of storage batteries used in conjunction with train 
generators." Tun LANCASHIRE Dynamo AND Motor Co., LtD., and R. 8. 
MeLrob. July 17th. 

16,816. The Duvolt' ccntact-breaker screw." P. BAXxENDALE and T. F. 
GAMBLE. July 17th. 

15,817. Improvements in and relating to electrically-actuated musical 
instruments." W. K. L. Dickson. July 17th. 

15.821. A magnetic balance or magnetometer and galvanometer." W. 
НіввеВвт, July 17th. 

15,831. “Improvements in apparatus for use in welding railway rail joints 
by electricity." H. F. А. KLEiNsCHMIDT, July 1%th. (Complete.) 

15,884. ‘‘Improvements in apparatus for handling and cooling track- 
welding transformers and welders.” Н. F. A. KLkixscHMIDT. July 17th. 
(Complete.) 

15,888. “Improvements in fusible electric cut-outs.” K. W. HEDGES. 
July 17th. 

15,911. '*An improved method of interlocking electric lamps to their 
couplings." C. A. SHANKS. July 18th. 

15,940. “Improvements in and relating to electric lamps for testing 
purposes," F,J.Gorpon, July 18th. 


C. M. Dorman, R. A. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Mesars. W. P. Thompsen 
and Oo., 829, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


2,5683. Improvements in electric typewriting machines.“ J. Lemble. Dated 
January 3186. 

9,761. “Improvements in and relating to electric arc projecting lamps.“ 
F. H. Loring. Dated February 13th. 

4271. ‘Improvements in automatic electric brakes for railway and tramway 
vehicles," H.H. Lake. (Communicated.) Dated February 19th. 

5,057. “Improvements in and connected with telephone transmitters or 
microphones.” H. Oppenheimer. Dated February 28h. 

5,296. ‘Improvements in electric meters" R. Chauvin and R. Arnoux. 
Dated March 3rd. 

18,655. Automatic switch for electric pumps." R. Collings and A. C. 
Grisconn. Dated August 25th. 

19,652. ‘‘Improvements in or connected with ammeters and voltmeters.” 
F. W. Nalder and Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Ltd. Dated September 8th. 

20,824. “Improvements in conduits for electric cables." L. Mannstaedt. 
Dated September 18th. 

20,456. Quick-break choppet switch for high voltage currents with auto- 
matic spark extinguisher.” O. Volkmann. Dated September 19th. 

20,510. ‘‘Improvements in machines for punching Jacquard cards.“ М. 
Mertens, Dated September 19th. 

20,683. ‘Improvements in page printing telegraphs.” W. L. Wise. 
(Communicated.) Dated September 22nd. 

20,799. Improvements in automatic telephone exchange systems.” 
Bullard and М. С. Rosty. Dated September 23rd. 

20,755. Electrical controlling apparatus for electrical motors and the like.“ 
O. Imray. (Communicated.) Dated September 23rd. 

91,037. ‘‘Improvements in electric telegraphs.” F. W. Macdonald. Dated 
September 27th. 

91,470. “Improvements in electrically-actuated and controlled clocks and 
other time recording apparatus." J. A. Carruthers. Dated October 2nd. 

99,171. An arrangement for automatically (changing the direction of an 
electric motor by temperature variations." T. P. Hansen. Dated October IIth. 

223396. “Improvements in electric signalling apparatus for transmittin 
orders or signals from one remote point to another.” A. F. Hauss. Date 
October 14th. 

922,635. ‘Antiseptic telephone mouth-pieces."' 
Burns, Dated October 17th. 

23,048, ** A winding device for cables to which movable electric apparatus is 
attached." G. Ackermann and G. Engisch. Dated October 22nd. 

23,110. “Improvements in electric projectors with colour-charging devices." 
A. Engelsmann. Dated October 23rd. 

23,601. “Ап — 9 electric incandescent lamp socket.“ K. H. H. Juger 
Dated October 29th. 

23.969. Improvements in projectors for alternating current lamps.“ А. 
Engelsmann. Dated November 8rd. 

24,698. “Improvements in electric furnaces.” Dated 
November 10th. 

23,330. "Improvements in system of electrical distribution.“ J. S. Peck. 
Dated November 18th. 

25,441. Improvements in electricity meters.” 
November 19th. 

25,671. ‘Improvements in and relating to electric switching arrangements.“ 
О. Rennert. Dated November 21st. 

25,748. “Improvements in and relating to electric switching arrangementa,” 
O. Rennert. Dated November 22nd. 

26,477. "Improvements in or relating to rotary current motors connected in 
cascade system.“ С. de Kando. Dated December Ist. 

20,541. ‘Improvements in automatic non-interfering successive repeaters 
for fire alarm circuits." B. J. B. Mills. Dated December 2nd. 

27,096. ‘Improvements in combined switch and fuse." Н. H. Hornsby, 
C. N. van C. E. W. Auger, jun., and M. Newgood. Dated Deoember 9th. 

97,472. “An improvement in cooling devices for continuous current dynamo- 
electric current machines." Siemens Bros. & Co, Dated December А 

28,012. "Improvements in electrical switches.”/ Biemens Bros. & Co. and 
A. 8. Clift. Dated December 18th. 


A. M, 


W. M. English and а. H. 


J. F. Hammond. 


C. W. G. Little. Dated 
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No. 1,841. 


THE PHYSICAL CONDITION 
BRITISH RACE. 


OF ` THE 


THE discussion which took place recently in the House of 
Lords upon the subject of physical training, shows that some 
of our statesmen have at last awakened to a matter of racial 
importance. The Earl of Meath having asked whether а 
Royal Commission or Committee of Inquiry could not be 
granted to investigate the influence of town life upon the 
poorer classes of our population, the Bishop of Ripon called 
attention to the fact that the size of families has decreased 
from 4'3 to 3'2 during the past 20 years, so that if the 
present rate of fall in the increase of population should 
continue for another 15 years, the number of inhabitants 
would remain stationary. In reply, the Duke of Devonshire 
announced that the Secretary of State for War had been in 
communication with the Home Office and the Local 
Government Board, who agreed that searching inquiry was 
necessary; it was proposed first to refer the subject 
to the medical profession, in order to ascertain the best 
methods of gaining information, and afterwards probably to 
create a Royal Commission. 

It is clear that we have here two distinct matters for 
consideration : (1) The diminution in growth of the popula- 
tion; (2) its deterioration in quality. Most civilised nations 
apparently show the first phenomenon more or less clearly— 
even our own Colonies, where there is room enough and to 
spare for the people. Every thoughtful man admits the 
seriousness of the position; but many put it outside the 
domain of practical politics, alleging that, as it is alter- 
natively a symptom of physiological decay in the nations, or 
a matter of so intimate a nature between each man and wife, 
it must be accepted as inevitable. We are prepared boldly 
to deny the accuracy of the former apology, and to question 
whether it is beyond the wit of statesmen to devise a round- 
about scheme for encouraging the growth of families in 
certain conditions in a manner which should produce the 
desired effect of increasing number and quality without 
interfering with the “liberty of the subject” or offending 
the straitest canons of modesty. This, however, is 
merely by the way; the deterioration in quality of the 
race is а more practical question, which should be more 
amenable to attack; and it should be possible to effect vast. 
improvements in that direction by proper application of 
money without even approaching the difficult problem of sex 
relationship. 

It is not so easy for us of the British Empire to obtain 
trustworthy figures showing the deterioration of the race, as 
it is for the inhabitant of a foreign country where universal 
military service is the law. The recruiting data of France 
and Germany apply to the whole population of those 
countries ; ours to only the lower classes. Still, it is un- 
doubted that degeneration has set in, and it must be 


stopped, not so much for military reasons as because the 
[С 
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more important industrial army is suffering. Members of 
the Anglo-Saxon race always seem peculiarly liable to rush 
to extremes, and we have a case in point, The son of the 
higher and upper-middle classes of society, who enters upon 
life generally endowed with a sound constitution and good 
muscular development, is permitted and encouraged by his 
parents, schoolmasters, and the feeling of the country to 
neglect his intellectual education throughout his youth, and 
to devote himself almost exclusively to sport. The son of 
the lower classes, who enters upon life handicapped by а 
congenital tendency (perhaps) to drink, to crime, and to 
disease, but who might be developed into a healthy citizen 
under the ** educational " systems of our large public schools 
and universities, is compelled by the voice of the country to 
devote himself during the physiologically critical period of 
his existence to the acquisition of book learning for which 
he is unfitted, and which, in consequence, does him little or 
no good. It is the son of healthy parents who ought to be 
made to study, and the son of poor (fe, usually of un- 
healthy) parente who ought to be made to play cricket and 
football—and this quite apart from the law of heredity, 
which teaches that the former would more often pay for 
the intellectual education than the latter, and the latter 
respond more noticeably to the physical training than the 
former. 


The reason why we are writing in this strain at the present 
juncture is this:—We have before us, primarily as 
Londoners, secondarily as citizens of the United Kingdom or 
British Empire, a magnificent scheme for the creation of a 
new Technical University for the metropolis. We have 
already expressed our approval of the proposal, and our 
belief that if successful the enterprise will prove of very 
great benefit to the nation. 
by its very nature, benefit only а limited number of the 
population; partly because only a limited number of youths 
possess the latent mental capacity to take advantage of it, 
and partly because we must always require in commerce and 
industry huge numbers of boys and men who are no more 
valuable for having specialised knowledge, and who are only 
useful because of their common intelligence or their physical 
strength. Lower down the intellectual scale, we have 
institutions and schemes for providing so-called technical 
instruction, which may now and then be valuable by 
unearthing some lad who afterwards pays for more system- 
atic education, but which, generally speaking, are of small 
direct use; and still lower down we have the free library, 
the creation of which appears to have become almost 
epidemic. Mutatis mutandis we regard the free library and 
the polytechnic much in the same way ; they are admirable 
devices for keeping the juvenile population off the streets 
and out of the public houses; but we seriously question their 
educational value, especially that of the library. A free 
library may or may not contain all the best books ; but even 
if it does, only a limited number of its frequenters study 
them. Free libraries have been sttacked recently in one of 
our reviews on the ground of their demoralising influence, 
due to the presence of the inane literature which must 
be provided to please adult ratepayers, and which the 
youths peruse. Still it may be argued that a constant 
perusal of halfpenny “comics” is less harmful than 
gambling in a back street, or an evening in the only cheer- 
ful sitting room available—at the gin palace. 


But such a university can, 


Nevertheless, all these establishments have the defect of 
appealing—to whatever extent they do appeal—to the intel- 
lectual side of the probably non-intellectual youth. Every 
boy and girl without exception is the better for physical 
training, and the result of that training descends in ite 
entirety to future generations ; only some young persons are 
the better for education, and only a very limited portion of 
the results is more than individual. We are often 
told (perhaps by theorists only) that the fatal objection to 
becoming a millionaire—an objection which removes from 
that position any advantage it might otherwise possess—is 
the extreme difficulty of finding anything to do with one’s 
surplus money. Any philanthropic scheme, it is said, 
does someone harm, or “ pauperises” somebody. The 
* pauperisation ” argument is surely rather silly: we have 
already agreed to pauperise everybody who is willing to be so 
treated by our method of free elementary education, and the 
nation does not seem to revolt. We would humbly suggest 
to our would-be philanthropists that there are methods 
without number for applying their money, methods better 
than that of founding free libraries for the subsidising of 
the gutter Press, methods better than those which create the 
shop lawyer or even the physically-rotten man of some 
talent. They might investigate and finance the better 
conducted of those struggling institutions which are already 
striving to educate physically as well as mentally the poor 
children of the slums, investing their money (to put the 
matter on the lowest footing) in the health and muscle of 
the next generation. They might found and endow new 
establishments where children might be rescued entirely from 
their ignorant and criminal parents, and be brought up 
strong labourers and artizans, and where vicious and 
diseased habits should be eradicated from the infants. And 
thus while doing their share to stem the tide of physical 
deterioration, and to produce the “ Imperial Race” worthy 
of the Empire which Lord Rosebery desires, they would 
relieve the ratepayer from part of his heavy obligations, 
leaving him more money wherewith to educate his family to 
the utmost possible extent. 


A COMMUNICATION by Mr. Frederick 
Soddy to the British Medical Journal of 
July 25th, probably marks the beginning 
of a new era in the treatment of consumption. It has been 
demonstrated by the experiments of Mr. Crookes and others, 
that the radiation from radium is a very powerfal germicide. 
Mr. Soddy shows how easy and simple is the application of 
this radiation іо the diseased tissues of the lungs, by the 
inhalation of the emanation from radium, or the very 
similar emanation from thorium. The emanation from 
radium is the more powerful of the two, but it has the dis- 
advantage of being very slowly given off by the salt. For 
instance, when the whole of the emanation has been inhaled, 
it will take three weeks for the salt to reproduce an equal 
quantity. Thorium, on the other hand, will reproduce ita 
emanation in five minutes; and though less powerful, the 
emanation from thorium appears to be best adapted for medical 
application. "The emanations from both radium and thorium 
excite a secondary radio-activity on the surfaces with which 
they come in contact. This tends to prolong the germi- 
cidal action. "This secondary activity lasts in the case of 
thorium for two days, but only for three or four hours in 
the case of radium. Directions are given by Mr. Soddy how 
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best to produce and apply the emanations of these radio- 
active substances, It remains for medical men to determine 
whether the new treatment can be applied without injury to 
the patient. All our previous knowledge of the properties 
of radio-active substances leads us to expect the most 
favourable results, To quote Mr. Soddy :—'* The immunity 
of these processes from external interference, the simple 
nature of the treatment proposed, the infinitesimal quantity 


of the active agents employed, the manner in which the . 


emanations may be inhaled to do their work at the very seat 
of the disease, leaving behind in their place the excited 
activity to continue the work ina gentle manner after they 
have been exhaled, make out a strong case why the attention 
of medical men should be directed to these new weapons 
which physics and chemistry have placed at their disposal.”’ 


The I. E. E. 
Building Fund. 


THE upshot of the meeting held on 
Friday last was precisely what we had 
anticipated. About a couple of dozen members assembled 
in the library at the offices of the Institution ; the notice 
calling the meeting was read, the President very briefly 
explained the position and nature of the site, the motion 
was put, seconded, and carried. The proceedings were so 
brief that a member, arriving ten minutes late, was just in 
time to hear the announcement of the adjournment of the 
meeting, after a vote of thanks had been passed to the 
Building Committee. 

Considering the day and hour selected for the meeting 
(4.30 p.m. on the Friday before Bank Holiday !), the brevity 
of the notice calling the meeting, and the meagre informa- 
tion imparted to the meeting with regard to the transaction, 
we cannot help looking upon the proceedings as very 
unsatisfactory. 

Doubtless the investment will prove a profitable source of 
income, though presumably the purchase price is that of the 
open market ; as the deal is not yet consummated, fall par- 
ticalars on this score are not at present obtainable. But we 
are concerned less with the merita of the transaction than 
with the manner of its execution, which appears to us highly 
objectionable. 

It must be many years before the site is utilised for ite 
ostensible purpose; in the meantime, we commend the idea 
of a Central Engineering Institution to the consideration of 
the members of the I. E. E. "That such a scheme is worthy of 
consideration needs no demonstration, for it has already 
received, and is now receiving, careful consideration in other 
centres of engineering. The main point is that now is tle 
time for discussing the matter, so that if it is found desirable, 
when the opportunity arrives we shall be ready to take full 
advantage of it. The benefits derivable from the adoption 
of a joint scheme, in the shape of convenience and economy, 
the furtherance of social and commercial intercourse, the 
improved standing and influence of the allied engineering 
accieties at home and abroad, and many attendant possi- 
bilities such as bureaus for employment and general informa- 
tion, &c., will readily be appreciated. Surely the electrical 
engineer will instantly grasp the importance of improving 
the load factor and the diversity factor of the buildings! 


— =—_— 


London Electrical Contractors’ Association.— At 
the annual general meeting of the London Electrical Contractors' 
Association, held at Frascati's Restaurant on the 27th vlt., the 
President, Mr. Rashleigh Phipps, in the chair, the annual report and 
balance-sheet was submitted and adopted, and the following officers 
appointed for the ensuing year:—President: Mr. E. L. Berry; 
Vice-Presidents: Messrs. W. Duncan, W. W. Strode, and C. L. 
Troup; Council: Messrs. Gillard, Joseph, Lund, Marryat, Mossop, 
Tate, Tomlinson, Tricket and G. F. Ratcliff; Honorary Treasurer : 
Mr. W. R. Rawlings; Honorary Secretary: Mr. E. J. Hogan. 
Among other business, it was decided to hold a series of monthly 
general meetings for the discussion of subjecta of interest to the 
contracting trade. Any contractors in London and district who 
have not yet joined the Association are requested to communicate 
with the hon. sec., Mr. E. J. Hogan, 141, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRENT 
INTERRUPTER. 


Bx J. WRIGHT. 


(Concluded from page 204.) 


À SOMEWHAT unique form of electrolytic interrupter, in 
which materials immediately to hand have been utilised in 
making up the complete apparatus, is that of J. Hürden, 
illustrated in fig. 15. L is a cylindrical lead containing- 
vessel forming the cathode, and surrounded by a water- 


jacket w, through which a constant circulation of cold 
water is kept up by way of the inlet and outlet pipes, i and 
о. Inverted in this cylinder, and held in position by a lead 
ring, /, and supporting flange, is an ordinary porcelain 
insulator P. with the stem removed. A small hole, a, is 
drilled through the top of the insulator, which, with the con- 
taining vessel, L, is filled with an electrolyte of dilute 
sulphuric acid. s isa lead strip forming the anode, sup- 
ported on a lead-coated brass stand, as shown, by means of 
which its height, in regard to the level of liquid in P, can 
be regulated at will. ғ ів an ordinary wide-mouthed flask, 
inverted over P, and having an opening cut in its base to 
permit the passage of the anode 8; its object is to prevent 
splashing or spurting of the acid electrolyte. A frequency 
of from 70 to 80 per second is obtainable with this device, 
and it is said to have yielded highly satisfactory results over 
& practical trial lasting for some weeks. 

Messrs. Goldhammer and Ariston’s modification of the 
Simon interrupter consists in substituting specially prepared 
porcelain beakers for the glass test tube adopted by Simon 
in the original form of interrupter devised by him. The 
walls of the beakers are thinned down until their thickness 
is only a few tenths of a millimetre in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the intended perforation. The latter is -finally 
secured with a needle, which is lightly tapped through by a 
hammer, yielding an opening from 2 to 4 millimetres in 
diameter. Heating is obviated, or reduced to a minimum 
by employing two or more beakers in parallel, immersed in 
the common electrolyte contained in the outer cathodic 
vessel, and common electrical connection between them is 
secured by inverted siphons filled with the fluid. A layer of 
oil is poured in over the upper surface of the electrolyte, 
and, with the multiple-beaker arrangement, the difference in 
level of the electrolyte, already commented upon in connec- 
tion with the simple Caldwell interrupter, is compensated 
for, in that a rise or fall of level in one of the beakers 
results in a corresponding displacement of level in the 
remaining ones, which equalises matters and prevents the 
usual stoppage due to this cause. x 

Dr. R. H. Cunningham, to get over the difficulties and 
drawbacks attendant on the overheating and subsequent 
fracture of the glass tube surrounding the anode in the 
original Wehnelt interrupter, constructed a useful pattern in 
which these disadvantages are obviated, and which is, more- 
over, capable of interrupting comparatively heavy currents 
without risk of fracture or burn-out. The containing vessel 
is of ebonite, with a close-fitting lid, through which pass the 
two extremities of a lead tube, which latter, coiled spirally 
inside the vessel, constitutes the cathode, and is, together 
with the main body of the electrolyte, kept cool by the con- 
stant circulation of a stream of cold water through it. An 
ebonite vent tube is also fitted to the lid, and communicates 
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by way of a flexible rubber tube with a second vessel con- 
taining sponges saturated with a strong solution of soda, 
which absorbs the acid fumes produced in action. The anode 
consists of the usual short platinum wire brazed into the lower 
extremity of a brass rod, the top of which is threaded to receive 
a regulating nut, and which, thoroughly coated with vaseline, 
passes vertically upwards through the lid, that portion of it 
situated within the cell being surrounded by a thick-walled 
ebonite tube. Into the lower extremity of this latter and 
immediately surrounding its platinum extension is secured by 
means of acid-proof cement a lava bushing, which fits tightly 
around the platinum, and is immune from fracture due to 
the heat produced at the anode. 

A. H. Taylor has substituted carbon for the platinum 
anode in the Wehnelt interrupter, with a view to cheaper 
production and interchangeability. His arrangement con- 
sists of a cathode lead container, through the lid of which 
passes a thistle tube surrounding a carbon rod some 8 
millimetres in diameter. The latter is copper plated to 
within a short distance of its active extremity, and rests, by 
ita own weight,'in a stirrup attached to the base of the tube ; 
it thus feeds downward regularly as its lower end wears 
away in action. The electrolyte preferred is a solution of 
caustic potash, and the minimum voltage required to start 
the action is 70, somehat higher than that necessary with 
the original Wehnelt type. The best working E.M.F. is 
said to be 100 volts. In practice, the electrolyte is forced 
up the thistle tube into the funnel top of the latter, until it 
finds a certain level at which equilibrium obtains. It is 
further claimed that the frequency of interruption may be 
varied by controlling the depth of electrolyte in the contain- 
ing vessel. 

An electrolytic interrupter of the Wehnelt type, with 
automatic feed for the anode on a principle similar to the 
foregoing, has been designed and patented by Dr. C. O. 
Schneider, of Chicago. It is extremely simple, and possesses 
the attendant merit of cheapness, in that the platinum 
anode is replaced by a rod of german silver. A containing 
vessel for the electrolyte is fitted with a close lid, the centre 
of which is bushed and threaded to receive a species of 
gland carrying a vertical glass tube, open at both ends. 
This latter encircles the german silver anode, more closely at 
the bottom than the top, but loosely throughout, so that 
the rod is free to move in it by virtue of its own weight. 
The anode, or german silver rod, rests on the bottom of the 
containing vessel, and the area of its surface exposed to the 
electrolyte is regulated by the threaded gland in the lid, 
which permits the glass tube to be raised or lowered, thus 
varying the level of its lower extremity in relation to the 
base of the vessel, and exposing more or less of the anode as 
the case may be. The latter wears away to a point in 
action, and as it is consumed, so to speak, descends by ita 
own weight, thus maintaining a fairly constant area of 
exposure. The cathode consists of the usual lead plate with 
a connecting wire passing through the lid. 

Prof. A. L. Foley and R. E. Nyswander, of the Indiana 
University Physics Laboratory, U.S.A., have made a consider- 
able study of the Wehnelt electrolytic interrupter, and find that 
the cessation of interruption, due to the so-called ** fatigue” of 
the cell, may be overcome by a momentary break and subse- 
quent make of the primary circuit. To provide for this con- 
tingency they have devised an automatic mechanism which 
resembles an ordinary mechanical interrupter, and is designed 
to open the primary circuit when the electrolytic inter- 
rupter ceases to act, and close it again shortly afterwards. 


= 


ны sreskom 


Fic. 16. 


The device is represented in fig. 16, and consists of an 
electro-magnet E, with a laminated core and two sets of 
coils, broüght to four terminals, 1, 2, 3 and 4, arranged on 
the base of the apparatus. Facing one extremity of the 
core is a soft-iron armature a, attached to the free extremity 


are described. 


of a flat flexible spring, в. The armature а carries an 
adjustable weight w, and is assisted at “break” by the 
spiral spring s attached to the standard B. сів the actual con- 
tact spring, which makes with the platinum-tipped screw р, 
and is made to break circuit with the latter by the swing of the 
spring 8 and ita weight w. The double winding permits of 
any desired range of adjustment as to the magnetising 
current, and the apparatus is connected in series with the 
usual electrolytic interrupter by way of the terminal 5, and 
one or other of the remaining terminals 1—4. 

Normally, the primary circuit is always completed 
through this apparatus, but, in the event of fatigue setting 
in, the current through the magnetising coil is diminished, 
and the spiral spring s, coming into action, draws the arma- 
ture a away from the core of the electro-magnet E. The 
movement set up thereby, accentuated by the inertia of the 
attached weight w, carries the flut spring S against the 
actual contact spring c, and causes the latter to momentarily 
break the primary circuit, restoration being effected on the 
backward swing of the hammer. 

The same investigators have studied the action of some 
50 different varieties of electrolyte, and find that the 
addition of nitric acid to the usual sulphuric acid solution 
lowers the primary voltage required to start the action. A 
10 per cent. solution of sulphite of sodium is also recommended 
for use, per se, on а circuit having an E.M.F. in the neigh- 
bourhood of 110 volts. 


е 
POUR RIRE. 


Wuar a sublime being is an inventor! Is there anything 
not absolutely perfect ; is there anything, in fact, which has 
never been ; let it but come under the dreamy eye of the 
inventor, and, lo! with a twist of that, prodigious brain, 
nothing is any more not perfect, there is nothing that has 
yet to be! 

A leaderette in our issue of September 13th, 1901, drew 
attention to the most remarkable scheme for the protection 
of trolley wires which it has been our pleasure to examine 
either before or since. Nearly two years have passed since 
that eventful moment, and we can only ascribe to the 
proverbial cold shouldering of genius the fact that there is 
not a galvanised iron roof suspended over every trolley wire 
in the kingdom. 

We are more than delighted, however, to find that dis- 
appointment has not dulled the inventive energies of the 
author of that perfect safeguard, and we hail with joy the 
advent of an age entirely immune from accidents or mishaps 
of any kind whatever, which must inevitably result from the 
adoption of the devices set forth in pamphlets recently to 
hand from that identical wholesale genius. 

Та order that future ages may not condemn us for а short- 
sighted generation, and that it shall not be said of this 
journal, at least, that inventions languished for want of 
encouragement, we propose to give Mr. Jas. T. Pearson an 
absolutely free and unsolicited advertisement. This gentle- 
man, moreover, is an electrical and mechanical engineer ; he 
says во himeelf ; and we will never withhold the helping hand 
from a professional brother. 

The only fault we have to find with Mr. Pearson is, that 
he presents us with no less than six novelties at once, and 
the fact that а busy man can find time to digest the whole 
is due to the uniquely interesting style in which these 
unique specialities,’ as Mr. Pearson rightly names them, 
We say unhesitatingly that had not Mr. 
Pearson been an inventor of the first water, he must bave 
been an author, so enthralling is his method of composition, 
and so masterly his treatment of matter which, in other hands, 
would have been dry. 

May we say how utterly impossible it is for ordinary, 
uninventive people like ourselves to appreciate in an adequate 
fashion the mental processes involved in thinking out such 
a device as the warning or alarm bell which is described by 
Mr. Pearson with almost elaborate detail ? 

After explaining the necessity for some warning appliance 
for use on cars, and the benefits which would result, the 
inventor proceeds :—“ The existing bell could be utilised, or 
another, and hung loose on a short, thin chain to swing 
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under the car, so as to be struck continually with a flexible 
striker a few inches long, with a muffled knob, fixed at one 
end of an axle to swing round with it, about 8 in. long.” 

How eimple it seems when described like that! But we 
know that they are the simplest things which are the most 
perfect. Now the language of the inventor becomes almost 
grandiose, elevated by the ardour of philanthropic genius. 
“The bells, having the same and a pleasant tone 
would be recognised and act as a warning signal, and 
accomplish the highly desirable consummations indicated 
above, as the renowned Bell Rock signal has done with its 
melancholy, but welcome and assuring, reverberating, resonant, 
sonorous, and penetrating sound to mariners, as it continually 
tolls . . . . and there is no doubt that there would be less 
wrecked cars by collisions, and injuries caused, and fewer 
lives lost in future." 

When we have caught snatches of the wondrous music 
obtained by the motorman by the simple pressure of his 
clumsy boot, how often have we longed for more! How 
often have we envied the dwellers in the down-town blocks 
of such blest cities as New York, where the music of a thou- 
sand cars is heard all day! How merrily would our articles 
go if written to the song of the constant clanging bell! No 
more will the music-ache of the weary inhabitants of our 
towns have to be appeased by the gay barrel-organ when Mr. 
Pearson's invention is applied to every car. 

In our brilliantly lighted modern cars the motorman has 
to be protected from the penetration of much light to the 
front platform. Let us disclose how Mr. Pearson over- 
comes this difficulty : ** All that is required to obviate 
this cause of accidents is the familiar spring roller blind now 
used in railway carriages . . . . and hung outside instead 
of inside, so that the driver can pull them down when he 

into the cab, and by touching them when he goes out 
they will be automatically drawn up." 

Words fail to express our admiration for the man who 
proposes to make travelling safer by means of hanging an 
inside blind outside, making it not only waterproof, but 
attractive and pleasing at the same time. We were not sur- 
prised on turning the page to find that * serious injuries to 
passengers through being jerked off the top of cars also occur 
. . . . and this objectionable feature can be obviated .... 
by applying the admirable principle of the blinds just 
described.. . . to allow the passengers to cover the seats 
when wet, and when rising be automatically drawn under 
the seat out of the way, and dried immediately by the cur- 
rent of air caused by the motion of the саг.” | 

If we read Mr. Pearson aright, the future passenger may 
sit down on the top of & car and rather enjoy getting wet, 
because he knows that on rising he will be drawn under the 
seat, and dried without trouble or risk of chills. "That being 
во, we are perfectly willing to believe that ** the same advan- 
tages, if any (note the inventor's modesty), as those claimed 
for that prodigious monstrosity . . . . the covered 
double-deck car can be obtained at one-fifth the cost, and 
the car is not made top-beavy and liable to be jerked off in 
a collision, and the passengers with it.“ 

Mr. Pearson has recognised that the most serious acci- 
dents sre caused by persons being knocked down by cars, 
and supporte this statement by the following figures :— 
* From 1901, 188 people were killed by trams, cabe, horses 
and vans, while 9,179 were injured in the same, a total 
casualty list of 9,383," and he follows up this invention of 
a new system of arithmetic with a life-guard by which 
the person is tripped up by the heels, and its legs knocked 
from under it, by the projecting tray, which is soft, and 
falls against the cushion or ‘concussion breaker’ formed by 
the net in front of the end of the car, and then drops down 
on to the tray, and is carried forward unhurt until the car 
stops.” For such a comfortable ride as this we think “it” 
ought to payafare. It may be found necessary to issue 
books of instructions to intending passengers, but, when 
properly used, we believe that a considerable amount of 
revenue may be earned with this ** humane guard." 

Another of these truly immense inventions is the ** obstacle 
brake,” which is described in the inventor’s best style, as 
follows: —“ The frictional surface presented by them to the 
rails is 1,000 times more than the wheels present with 
slipper-brakes ; and 10 times more than magnetic; and, in 
addition, also present a large surface to the track on each 
side; of , the, rails, rendering it utterly impossible for the 


wheels to skid ! ! ! !" (Three of these! are by the inventor, 
and we have added one in case the full significance of the 
sentence might be overlooked.)  '*It will, therefore, be 
obvious that cars running at any speed can be brought to a 
dead stand in less than half the distance than they can with 
any other brakes, They can also be arrested and the speed 
reduced automatically when running above the regulation 
speed. The weight is not taken off the wheels, and there is 
less probability of its being derailed, and, although the 
stopping will be more abrupt, it must not be overlooked 
that cars are built to sustain shocks when in collision, and 
as the difference between the damage done by the latter 
compared with being derailed will be insignificant, as it will 
not be wrecked, and the passengers seriously injured or 
killed, and ali the driver has to do before dropping the 
brakes is to call out to them to sit tight.” 

Readers may draw their own conclusions from that mag- 
nificent sentence. We have felt for long the need of some 
assurance that any car on which we ride shall be provided 
with a dependable emergency brake, although we never 
hoped, iacking the imagination, for one so powerful that the 
effect of stopping would be greater than a collision. Wecan 
never be sufficiently grateful to Mr. Pearson for this 
culminating invention, and we trust that the B.O.T. will not 
restrict the use of this brake to tramcars. 

Passing over a “Trolley Arrester,” which, in Mr. Pear- 
son’s picturesque language, will prevent disorgarisations of 
the overhead equipment by the Fiendish Flying Trolley, we 
arrive at those inventions which fully justify the assumption 
of the title “electrical engineer,” for we are told that a very 
large saving ** can be effected by collecting the waste current 
from motors on the axle and returning it, and thus prevent 
its leakage through the rails and electrolysing.“ 

Is not that a crowning triumph ? To do away with the 
necessity of bonding the rails, and to have no return circuit 
whatever, if we understand the inventor correctly? We are 
convinced tbat all this bonding business has been simply 
assisting the leakage of current, which we ought long ago to 
have assisted back to the motors instead of helping it away 
from them. How stupid we have been ! 

Our conviction is strengthened by reading: “ The over- 
head equipment of new tramways and extensions can also be 
constructed at half the cost by dispensing entirely with costly 
columns or poste, span-wires and * way-leaves,’ and without 
* boosting-cables' and * bonding,’ and there will be no dis- 
organisation of the overhead equipment, interruptions of 
traffic, and loss of revenue through that cause, and disabled 
cars by being dead-shorted.' " 

We believe that pamphlets containing all the above in- 
formation, and much more of vital interest to the intelligent 
manager or engineer, have been sent to every tramway in 
the kingdom, and we may anticipate enormous developments 
in the near future. 


ALTERNATING CURRENT MOTORS FOR 
VARIABLE SPEED. 


ВЕЕОВЕ the June meeting of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers a paper on the above subject was read 
by Mr. W. I. Slichter. 

The author does not claim that the alternating current 
motor can compete with the continuous where continual 
variations of speed are required, but he wishes to show that 
variable speed is not impossible with a.c. motors. He points 
out that the speed of an А.С. motor may be varied in the 
following ways :— 

1. By varying the pressure applied to a motor having a 
suitable resistance in the secondary. 

2. By varying the resistance in the secondary. 

3. By changing the connections of the primary in a 
manner to change the number of poles. 

4. By varying the frequency of the applied voltage. 

The characteristics of an induction motor are similar to 
those of a continuous-current shunt motor—viz., at a con- 
stant impressed voltage (and frequency) the speed will 
remain practically constant through a wide range of load. 
The speed gradually falls as the load increases until a 
critical point is reached, generally 15 to 20 per cent. below 
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the normal, beyond which the motor is pulled up. Keeping 
the load the same and reducing the impressed voltage has 
the same effect. 

Pressure Control. —A suitable compensator” reduces 
the voltage to the desired value. The power lost is about 
5 per cent. of the amount transformed. The rotor should 
have a high resistance, viz, such that would give a full-load 
speed about 10 per cent. less than in a normal motor. 
As the load is increased, the speed will fall to about 30 per 
cent. of its full value without the motor being pulled up. 
The efficiency of such a motor is very low, thus for one of 
50 H.P., the efficiencies per cent. would be: full speed, 81 ; 
3 speed, 59; 4 speed, 37 ; and 1 speed, 17. 

Rheostat Control.—In this method the rotor must have 
slip rings. A variable resistance is connected in series with 
each ring, and the drop in speed for any given torque 
is practically proportional to the resistance of the rotor 
circuit. The efficiencies of 50-H.P. motors are respectively 
86, 65, 43 and 22, at the four speeds full, 3, J and 4. 

In this case the losses are in the resistance, not in the 
motor, which may, therefore, be of a smaller size than in the 
previous arrangement. | 

Changeable Poles.—By using a pitch of winding which is 
commensurable with two numbers of poles, a motor may 
operate with, say, four or eight poles, six or 12, &c., by 
a slight change of connections, In such an arrangement the 
powers and efficiencies would be—full speed, 50 H.P., 86 per 
cent. efficiency ; half speed, 25 H.P., 74 per cent. efficiency. 

Variable Frequency.—' The speed of a motor will vary 
directly with the frequency, and we have at full speed 
50 H.P. at 88 per cent. efficiency, and at half speed 25 H.P. 
at 87 per cent. efficiency. 

For this purpose generators have been built having two 
stationary armatures in the same frame, with two revolving 
fields having different numbers of poles on the same shaft. 

Some installations have several generators of different 
frequencies, and circuite are carried round the shops from 
each, to which the motors can be connected. 

Summary.—The changeable pole and variable frequency 
methods are the most efficient, but do not admit of a wide 
range of speed. The rheostatic method is the simplest and 
easiest of control, and is more efficient than the pressure 
method. The advantage of the latter is that the motors may 
be absolutely enclosed, but the large starting currents are 
objectionable. With the changeable pole, or variable- 
frequency method, the set speed is fairly constant for any 
load, which is not the case with either pressure or rheostatic 
control. 


REVIEWS. 
Steam and the Steam Engine. By A. JAMIESON, 
M. Inst. C. E. London: C. Griffin & Co., Ltd., 1902. 


Price 38. 6d. 


This is the ninth edition of Prof. Jamieson's well-known 
elementary manual; it has been brought up to date by the 
addition of appendices dealing with thermo-electric pyro- 
meters, the latest type of indicator, the modern developments 
of the steam turbine, and examples of recent work in steam 
engineering. The book is avowedly intended for apprentice 
engineers and elementary studente, in connection with the 
City and Guilds Institute's technological examinations, and 
therefore an enormous number of examination questions 
have been included at the ends of the Lectures into which the 
book is divided, and in an appendix. 

Having regard to the lamentable state of mathematical 
training in elementary schools, the author commences with 
three lectures on mensuration ; then follow thermometry, 
the laws of heat, the properties of steam and its behaviour 
in the steam engine cylinder. The rest of the book - about 
one half—consists mainly of the detailed descriptions of the 
parts of engines and boilers, with especial reference to 
marine and locomotive engine practice. 

There is a slight error in the description of squared paper 
on p. 12, the length of side of each square being given as 
‘1 of a square inch. The statement on p. 16 that logarithm 


books are not usually permitted in examinations is already, 
at least in part, inaccurate. Jt is somewhat surprising to 
notice that after eight editions the word “ frustum ” ie still 
repeatedly mis-spelt **frustrum." The awkward conversion 
from Fahrenheit to Centigrade scales can be simplified to an 
easy process in mental arithmetic in the following manner: 
—C. to F.—Multiply by 2, subtract one-tenth from the 
product, and add 32. Thus, 15° C.=30—3 + 32=59° F. 
F. to C.—Subtract 32 and divide by 2, add у, + r} o + ross, 
Kc. Thus, 60° F.—14 -- 1:4 -*14 4-014, &с.=15:5° C. 

The simple short cuts depend, of course, upon the fact that 
9/5 —1:8—2—'2, and 5/9 —:5 —'5 + :05 + 005 + &c. 

The experiment of Tyndall described on p. 40—focussing 
a beam of sunlight upon a point in the interior of a block of 
ice—is, perhaps, not quite so apt as it might at first appear 
as an example of radiation; there is no reason, except the 
imperfection of the ice as a transparent material, why the ice 
should melt at the focus of the pencil of rays, as the radiant 
heat ought not to become sensible there rather than any- 
where else, unless there is a heat-absorbing construction at that 
point. We regret to say that the author has not corrected his 
value of the mechanical equivalent of heat to correspond with 
the accepted value. The distinction between internal and 
external work done in the evaporation of water is clearly 
brought out by the author in a lecture specially devoted to 
this subject. It is not always fully understood that part of 
the so-called “latent” heat of steam is really turned 
into useful work in the very act of evaporation. 
The statement that superheated steam is not much 
used, on account of its destructive effect on packing 
and on the surfaces of the slide valve and cylinder, is 
somewhat behind the times; superheated steam is rapidly 
becoming commonplace, and the difficulties formerly met 
with have been overcome. The tips given on p. 121 
for the benefit of examinees lay the author open to the charge 
of having produced a cram-book, though the practical infor- 
mation with which the book is packed renders the stigma 
undeserved. Without doubt the work is admirably adapted 
to the needs of elementary students, and merite high praise. 


Elementary Applied Mechanics. Ву A. JAMIESON, M. I. C. E. 
Fifth edition. London: Chas. Griffin & Co., Ltd. 1902. 
Price 3s. 6d. 


With the new edition of this popular manual are incor- 
porated a very large number of test questions, most of which 
are obtained from the Science and Art examinations of the 
past 12 years. A new Appendix is devoted to limit .gauges 
and micrometers, which are now so universally employed in 
engineering works. The book itself is written for students, 
forming a companion work to Ше author’s well-known 
manuals on Steam and Electricity, It is of an essentially 
practical character, the gravitational units of force and work 
being employed throughout, and the examples chosen being 
largely drawn from the workshop, with admirably clear 
illustrations. The application to actual machines of the 
various principles and mechanical devices explained and 
described is abundantly demonstrated, thus giving a living 
reality to the dry bones of theory which cannot fail to interest 
the student and sharpen his faculties of observation. The 
work deserves high commendation both as a class-book and 
for private study. 


Telephone Lines and Methods of Constructing Them Over- 
head and Underground. By WALTER C. OWEN. 
London: Whittaker & Co. 


There is not much in common between telephone lines 
and cookery, yet one is inevitably reminded of Mrs, Glasse 
and jugged hare by the opening paragraph of Mr. Owen's 
book: An important preliminary to the erection of an 
overhead line is that of obtaining the necessary way leaves. 
Though we believe George Augustus Sala somewhere said 
that the quotation was a mistaken one, still there is a very 
general idea that Mrs. Glasse's instructions were, © First 
catch your hare," and so Mr. Owen says, First get your 
way lea ves, otherwise “stoppage of work will not 
infrequently result.“ The work is designed to impart 
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“а general knowledge of the methods employed in 
various countries of constructing both underground and 
aerial telephone line circuits.” Its principal value lies in 
the practical descriptions which the author gives from his 
own experience, which will be found useful by many who 
are engaged in line construction. Where Mr. Owen gets 
beyond his own experience he is less reliable, as, for 
example, in the indication on р. 159 that a common return 
wire is frequently adopted as a means of overcoming 
inductive effects, and to save the cost of a separate metallic 
circuit for each subscriber. 
naturally finds a place in such a work, but it should not be 
regarded as one for adoption in any ** exchange system.” 


Design of Dynamos. By 8. P. Тномрѕох, F.R.S. London: 
E. & F. N. Spon. 1903. Price 12s. net. 


This is a short work intended primarily for the author’s 
own studente. It is confined to continuous-current gene- 
rators, and is not intended to supersede the author’s more 
complete work on dynamo-electric machinery, a seventh 
edition of which will shortly appear. 

It has been a custom with authors of works of this class 
to claim that, by the aid of their particular text-book, auy 
person, even if possessing no previous knowledge whatever 
of the subject, conld easily design satisfactory dynamos. 

We are glad to note that Prof. Thompson in his intro- 
ductory remarks does not make such a claim. Не points 
out that although the scientific principles of dynamo design 
can be taught with precision, the satisfactory design and 
construction of dynamo machinery require practical experi- 
ence and judgment, just as much as any other branch of 
engineering work. 

In the general arrangement of the book the author takes 
us through magnetic and copper calculations, remarks on 
insulating materials and armature windings, predetermina- 
tion of efficiencies, and the design of dynamos on the principles 
laid down in the preceding chapters, and concludes with a 
series of examples of up-to-date dynamos by leading makers. 

There is also an appendix containing wire tables and a 
sample schedule for entering up particulars of dynamo 
calculations. | 

In the chapter on magnetic calculations we notice that the 
curves are given in the practical units of inches and pounds, 
instead of being given in units which require to be trans- 
lated before they can be compared with one's own resulta. 
This little detail of itself is sufficient to commend the book 
to the practical designer. 

Of the curves we think the most valuable are those 
relating to hysteresis, eddy currents, and the ratio between 
the apparent and true density in armature teeth. 

Indealing with copper calculations, the author gives a curve, 
showing the variations of value of the temperature coefficient 
for different types of construction of armature and different 
peripheral speeds. The author mentions that the amount 
of the draught from the armature causes а similar variation 
in the value of the temperature coefficient of the magnet 
wiodings, and it would have been an advantage if he had 
given us а curve of this also. 

Equalising rings are dealt with, and an illustration given 
of an armature fitted with them ; the rings, in this instance, 
are placed at the end of the armature remote from the 
commutator. On the subject of sparking, we notice the 
author adheres to the idea of & ratio between the forward 
and croes ampere-turns, in preference to the more usual 
method of dealing with the voltage in the coil during its 
period of short circuit. 

The examples given of dynamo design include machines 
by the late Prof. Short, Mr. Hobart, Messrs. Scott and 
Mountain, Mesars. Kolben & Co., &c. 
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Mechanical Refrigeration. By HAL WirLiíAwsS. London 


and New York: Whittaker & Co. 1903. 


The subject of mechanical refrigeration is one in which 
there has never been much literature. The importance of 
refrigeration to this country is great. The earlier machines 
worked with air as a medium, but these are less 
effective than Ше machines which work with sulphurous 
acid, ammonia, or carbonic acid. The theory of refrigera- 
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tion occupies the firat part of the book, and the thermo- 
dynamics of the subject are fully dealt with. Chapter III. 
is historical. Kirk's machine appeared in 1861, and did 
good work, In 1868 Postle invented & cold-air machine. 
Coleman and Bell built a cold-air machine in 1877, which 
was used in the trans-Atlantic trade. A machine of this 
type was fitted on the Strathleven in 1879, a steamship 
which brought home the first cargo of frozen meat from 
Australia. The Dunedin brought home 5,000 sheep 
їп 1881. 

The ammonia machine was made by Linde, in 1873, and 
very many agents have been employed, notably methyl - 
chloride and analogous substances, and even acetylene, but 
practically ammonia and CO, alone hold the field to-day. 
Ammonia at 0° F. has a pressure of 30 lbs. per sq. in., a 
latent heat of 555°5 B.Th.U., measures 9:1 cb. ft. per 
pound, and has a specific heat of 1:02. It liquefies at 
— 30° F. under 1 atmosphere of pressure, and is the only 
volatile alkali known to science. Nature might have selected 
a pleasanter exception to the rule of non-volatility. To 
rescue a person in a room full of ammonia vapour, the 
rescuer may safely enter if he covers his mouth and nostrils 
with a wet sponge or waste, which will absorb the ammonia 
for a time. Vinegar, weak acetic acid, or beer should be 
administered to the sufferer, as a restorative. 

Carbonic acid or anhydride is not unpleasant, in the same 
sense as ammonia. It is simply neutral, and does not sup- 
port life, It is thus safer to employ than ammonia. Its 
manufacture and compression are described. It may be sold 
at 1,800 lbs. pressure, ammonia being restricted to the more 
moderate pressure of 1,000 lbs. 

The various types of machine are described in some 
detail, with great impartiality. In the chapter on auxiliary 
plant, the author makes some strong remarks on the consult- 
ing engineer, who, not content to act as a consultant and 
advise us as to which appears the best, machine to buy, must 
himself design that in which he cannot be an expert. 

A chapter is given to insulation, for which hair-felt again 
heads the list, kapok fibre coming next. Another chapter 
deals with brines, others with water distillation, the faults in 
ice, such as the red core due to rust, ice making, and the 
construction of ice stores. 

Finally, cold storage is treated of, with practical remarks 
on the special treatment of all sorts of produce. 

Electrical power transmission should be employed in 
freezing houses, but electric driving is not recommended to 
drive compressore—the worst work a motor can be set to do, 
probably because of the varying torque, which does not 
exist in those compressors which have several cylinders set 
radially to one crank pin. 

Taken all round, this is à most excellent treatise on the 
subject, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Free Trade Zones in Italy. 


There is a movement now in progress in Italy which has 
an important bearing upon the controversy raised by Mr. 
Chamberlain. At a meeting of the Union of Italian 
Chambers of Commerce, held in Rome on June 28th and 
29th, resolutions were passed demanding the immediate 
establishment of Free Trade zones in the chief maritime 
Cities. 

The following are the principal regulations proposed :— 

1, All gocds may freely enter these zones without paying 
any customs duty, and may equally be sent out free of duty 
if destined for export. | 

2. The manufacturing and other handling of goods in 
these zones will be exempt from all customs formalities and 
duties. 

3. The necessary buildings of every kind will be allowed 
within the zones. 

4, Food and drink consumed within the zones will pay 
the proper taxes. | 

5. These free zones are to be established solely to favour 
exportation, and only in those cases in which no harm can 
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be done to the existing home industries. Any goods sent 
from these zones into the interior of the country will be 
eubject to customs duties under the maximum tariff, aug- 
mented by a surtax. * 

The above summary clearly explains the scheme. The 
Italians have discovered that duties upon imports make it 
extremely difficult to do an export trade. The Italian 
Chambers of Commerce, therefore, propose that factories and 
workshops shall be established at the sea ports in zones free 
from all customs duties. There is already one such zone on 
a small scale at Genoa. The free area is surrounded with 
lofty iron railings, and armed policemen are constantly on 
the watch to prevent smuggling. This will serve as the 
type for the more extensive scheme now proposed. 

The scheme is chiefly of interest to Englishmen as 
showing how Protection breaks down in practice by its own 
weight, and how Protectionists are driven to all kinds of 
subterfuges to escape the logical consequences of a false 
. theory. This Free Zone plan will obviously be injurious to 
many Italian manufacturers in the interior, for they will be 
unable to continue—in face of the competition of the Free 
Zones—any export trade that they may have already 
developed. It is true that they will be confirmed in the 
privilege of charging their own countrymen an excessive 
price for manufactured goods, which means that one Italian 
manufacturer in the interior will be producing at high cost 
for Italian consumption, and another Italian manufacturer on 
the coast will be producing at low cost for foreign consumption. 
In England, happily, we are saved fromthe iron railings and 
the armed policemen, and the high internal prices, because 
with the aid of Cobden and Peel we have succeeded in 
making our whole island virtually one free port. 


Harold Cox, 
Secretary to the Cobden Club. 
Gray’s Inn. 


Regulation of Traffic at Tramway Termini. 


The efficient regulation of traffic at busy points on tram- 
ways is receiving considerable attention in all our cities, and 
I shall be glad if you can allow space in your ** Correspond- 
ence" column for me to ask what are the most satisfactory 
solutions of the problem ? 

Where no system of marshalling the people is enforced, 
the weak and meek can stand waiting until the pressure is 


relieved, while the pugnacious force their way in with nndue 
vigour. 

One only need observe crushing for a few moments to see 
how much slower the progress is than if everyone goes in 
turn in an orderly manner. 

Manchester tried the queue with which we are familiar at 
theatre entrances. The County Council started with a 
similar system. 

I consider that policemen should be stationed at every 
busy terminus in sufficient numbers to compel the taking of 
places in the order of arrival at the starting place. 

Where large numbers enter trams, special provision 
should be made. We have in our 'buses at every busy 
corner in London an object lesson, which, if applied to the 
tramways, would enormously reduce the risk to those entering 
the cars by keeping them out of the roadway, and at the 


same time would facilitate the movement of horse-drawn 
vehicles and automobiles, Passengers always wait on the 
footpath for an omnibus, which draws alongside of the curb, 
and, after loading, is pulled out into the centre of the roadway. 

The accompanying sketch shows this idea applied to one 
of our busiest tramway termini. 

It shows cars discharging and picking up passengers from 
the footpath, and in most cases shown, it is possible to do 
this without inconvenience to frontagers. 

The essentials appear to be (1) to avoid fixing rails close 
to the curb near side streets from which the view is obscured 
by buildings ; (2) to utilise footpaths adjoining open spaces, 
or on or under bridges for this purpose as far as practicable. 
It is clearly necessary to have Parliamentary powers for such 
an innovation, but the Board of Trade would, I feel sure, 
facilitate any effort to secure such an improvement. 

Have any of your readers tried this or a better plan? 


Т. St. M. E. 
London, July 24th, 1908. 


International Fire-Prevention Congress. 


With regard to the report that you give of the Inter- 
national Fire-Prevention Congress, may I be allowed to make 
the following remarks relating to the two addresses to which 
you allude :— 

First, with regard to Mr. Alex. Siemens's paper, the system 
of fire alarms recommended by Mr. Siemens is gradually 
dying out in practice. No fresh installations of them are 
being made, and those already in use are being suppressed, 
and with reason. Their utility is very questionable. Expe- 
rience has shown that they are the last thing thought of in 
times of emergency. One often sees a crowd assembled in front 
of one of these alarms without anyone thinking of using it; 
the excitement is often so great, that even those whose pro- 
perty is involved do not think of it. Moreover, these 
alarms necessarily occasion losses of time which may be con- 
siderable in the case of unoccapied houses, or fires that 
occur late at night. The use of the telephone is universally 
admitted to be unsuited to this purpose, as it affords no indi- 
cation of the time at which the alarm was given. The 
telegraph is also unsuitable, as it necessitates special 
operators; thus there only remains automatic transmission 
by meaus of a toothed wheel, as Mr. Siemens suggests. 


—— IMPROVED TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS AT CROWDED TERMINUS. ——— 


Nevertheless, in order to be reliable, the circuit should be 
entirely metallic and underground. In that case the cost 
would be enormous, especially as the alarm stations would 
have to be very numerous. 

A better solution of the problem is that suggested by 
M. Mollo, chief of the Naples Fire Brigade, and sent by 
him to me. In his system, he utilises automatic wireless 
telegraphy. The transmission boxes are fitted with various 
buttons, which indicate the locality, the nature and the im- 
portance of the fire. 

As to Mr. Oatway’s paper, I was happy to see that my 
apparatus, described on page 99 of the same number of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, fulfils completely the conditions that 
seem to have been voted unanimously at the meeting. Per- 
haps it is the only one that does fulfil them in practice. 
In fact, the first condition requires that every house and 
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even every market-place should be provided with a trans- 
mitter. Can we imagine a town like London provided with 
such an extensive and such a complicated system? We 
might, it is true, use the telephone service to a certain 
extent, but everyone is not connected with the telephone, 
and we should loge time in establishing communication with 
the central offioe ; the system is only too prone to get out 
of order, and there is no means of utilising the system pro- 
posed by Mr. Siemens for finding out whether there is any 
current or not (circuit constantly closed). 

The first condition laid down by Mr. Oatway is, that the 
apparatus shall be able to work under any atmospheric con- 
ditions, an impossibility with wires which are broken by 
wind and snow, and fused by lightning or by the fire itself, 
as in the case of the warehouse fire at Antwerp, the fire at 
the Lacroix paper factory, &c. 

Let us consider, on the other hand, my wireless automatic 
alarm. It has advantages over all the combinations that 
can be made with wires either for transmitting or receiving, 
and it avoids all the disadvantages attached to wires. In 
fact, as the distance of transmission is short, and can be 


still further diminished by the use of repeaters placed in - 


each district, we could construct apparatus that would be 
sufficiently strong and well protected to be sheltered from 
all outaide disturbances. Indeed, the connections to earth— 
а fertile source of disturbance—might be replaced by con- 
densers, and the antenne used could be very short. More- 
over, the smallness of the transmitters would enable them 
to be protected from fire by means of a fireproof case. 
Nothing would be more simple, with this apparatus, than to 
make observations. I have tested mine several times a day, 
merely by holding a candle near the thermometer. 

At the fire station only a single receiver is required, во 
that matters are simplified greatly. 

Moreover, thia apparatus would prevent firemen from 
going out uselessly, a desideratum that cannot be obtained 
with ordinary telegraphy. The occupants of the house being 
communicated with by means of a local signal can stop the 
transmission, if they think that the intervention of the fire 
brigade is not required. If the firemen have already started, 
they are notified by the cessation of the signals at the receiver 
with which their engines are provided. This receiver is 
similar to those used on the Marconi war cars. 

The firemen can also receive notice when en route of any 
other fire that may have broken out, and proceed in that 
direction when they find that they are no longer required at 
the first one. 

E. Guarini. 


Protection or Fair Trade? 
(Concluded from page 176.) 


The reply you make to the disadvantages put forward 
agaiust Free Trade is usually called the **consumer 
argument." Other Free Trade writers have laid down this 
argument in the same sense; they have expressed it in 
different terms, such as *'cheapness to the consumer," 
* Protection legislates for the few to the detriment of the 
mans," ** Look after the consumer and the producer will look 
after himself." 

Tbe primary fallacy of these theories is that Free Trade 
is supposed to possess some virtue in producing cheapness. 
No doubt this idea is engendered in the course of time owing 
to the underselling of our native producers by foreigners, so 


that the idea must have come about that all that comes from. 


abroad is cheap, or sold under cost, or even, in some minds, 
that we do not pay for it at all! This last notion is aptly 
(and innocently) illustrated by the clever caricaturist, 
Mr. F. C. Gould, in the Westminster Gazelle. A flock of 
quails, coming like manna from the skies, and Mr. Chamber- 
lain as Moses; Go away, you quails,” says Mr. Chamberlain, 
“you interfere with our native chickens.” I agree, of 
course, that if foreigners were to give us their wheat or wool 
or motors for nothing, it would be foolish of us not to 
accept them ; but I assure my Free Trade friends that they 
do not give them for naught : on the contrary, they require 
and get fall value in malt or wool, and, beyond that, a good 
profit into the bargain. 

The trath is, that this apparent cheapness is not real ; it 
does not exist. Cheapness is merely relative. In com- 
parison with English goods, foreign goods may appear cheap, 


but they are not truly cheap ; the home-made article is dear. 
The right policy should not be to encourage the foreign 
producer with our orders, but to help the home producer to 
make as cheaply as the man abroad ; and that he is able to 
do this if you give him the chance, I have demonstrated in 
my last letter. ! 

You illustrate your argument by the story of the printer 
who required an electric motor. The lowest English price 
was £170. The lowest foreign price £100. Mr. Wilson 
avers that the nation is the loser, because the English motor 
maker did not get the £170; you say the printer was right, 
and being £70 better off, could spend this sum more pro- 
fitably in the country. If you consider the two individuals 
solely your contention may be right, but if you consider that 
both belong to the same nation or family, you will find that 
from a national point of view the country cannot possibly 
bave gained. What B has gained, A has lost; but you 
cannot get over this point—£100 has left the country, 
money which would have remained here in wages or profits, 
with the small exception of the cost of raw material, such as, 
in the case of the motor—raw copper, cotton and mica. 

Theories.—The early Free Traders must have seen this 


point, г.в., of encouraging the foreign producer, and the con- 


sequent threatened loss of capital ; and the weakness of the 
* eongumer argument" must have been revealed to them. 
What did they do? They produced a couple of theories to 
disprove the common-sense view. These are:—(1) If а 
man or a nation cannot. make a thing as well as another, he 
will make something for which he is better fitted ; (2) 
Goods imported are paid for by goods and services 
exported, 

If these two theories are right, your consumer theory is 
correct—but are they ? These theories were given us by a 
former generation of thinkers, and expressed by such men as 
Adam Smith, Ricardo, Mill, &c. The present generation 
has accepted them, for if they disbelieved them they must 
also disbelieve the whole of Free Trade. But they are 
fallacious and mischievous and without common sense, as I 
will show. To my mind the question now occurs, How 
could otherwise sane men bring these theories forward as if 
they were laws of nature? The answer is that they 
fitted into the times when they were coined. A century ago 
—even 50 years ago— England was the factory and workshop 
of the world. The rest of the nations, with small exceptions, 
were agricultural, New Continents were entering the 
horizon of commerce, but they were purely agricultural. 
Our Free Trade thinkers considered this providential. 
* You," they called out, ** are best fitted to grow wheat and 
cotton and potatoes ; we are beat fitted to weave your cotton 
and to fashion iron for you.“ 

This worked well then, but in the course of time other 
nations would not play the game; and to-day there is no 
such dividing line between agriculture and manufacture. 
That law, which appeared true 50 years ago, is to-day a 
hollow mockery. Yet you Free Traders cling to it, and in 
pursuance you practically say just the contrary to what 
Adam Smith thought was the case; you say an English- 
man in Spitalfields is not fitted to weave and dye silks as 
well as the German of Crefeld ; the Englishman in Birming- 
bam is not fitted to make electric motors as well as the 
Americans of Pittsburg, and so on in all those trades which 
we have permitted to leave our shores. 

All this may seem strange to you, but your story of the 
printer and his motor comes to nothing short of this. Soil 
and climate may fit one country to produce something better 
than another, but when we come to modern manufacturers 
this theory is absurd and must ultimately lead to disaster. 

The second theory worked out by our Free Traders, and 
which we can see repeated weekly in the Spectator and daily 
in numbers of newspapers, says :—'* We pay for our imports 
by our exports in goods and services (for shipping, &c.), 
and as foreign nations make best, what we cannot make, and 
we make what they cannot make, it follows that the exchange 
must leave a profit.” | 

Do actual facts bear out this theory? We buy from 
abroad our food-stuffs in order to live, because we have 
reduced our own agriculture. We buy raw material and 
manufactures because we have at, present no choice. We do 
not regulate our imports in the slightest. We open our 
mouths, shut our eyes, and wait to see what the foreigners 
will send us. If you go to a horse-dealer-aud he knows that 
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you will only buy a bargain, he will make a cheap price for 
you. If he knows that you must have the horse, he makes 
you pay through the nose. 
you like, we are at present paying through the nose for our 
importa. | 

New, how about our exports ? Неге again it is not we, 
but the foreigner who has the choice. He will buy from us 
only what he does not want to make himself. Adam Smith 
and his theory do not count with him. He puta a tariff on 
what he likes, and not on what we wish him to, and he buys 
from us only those goods which will pay us the lowest wages 
and the lowest profits. These are hard facts, and common- 
sense ones. Can I credit that you will not accept them ? 

Since this theory was given, something further has 
occurred. The balance of trade (/.e., the difference between 
our visidle imports and exports) has enormously increased 
from £60,000,000 in 1870 to £180,000,000 in 1902. It 
is, of course, obvious to the Free Trader that services for 
shipping could not account for the difference. Never 
mind,” he says, “we will include the interest on foreign 
investments.” Не does not sec that this alone upsets his 
theory of a profitable exchange. By using interest as pay- 
ment for part of our imports no wages are paid ; neither are 
there taxes, expenses or profits. This admission on the part 
of the Free Trader also proves something further. A ration's 
accounts are not different to those of an individual. Sup- 
pose a man has a business which brings him in 21,000 a year, 
and beyond that he has investments representing savings, 
the interest on which is £500 a year; if this man lives on 
£1,500 a year he pute nothing by, and if he is careless 
besides, he wil have to live upon capital, unless he 
reduces his living expenses. Now, that is the position to 
which our careless way of believing that we can import, 
regardless of common sense, is leading us. 

“I have heard this cry for 30 years,” says the Free 
Trader, “ and if true, the country would have gone to the 
dogs long ago,” but 30 years is a short time, and there 
are some retarding forces. Let us, however, look to the 
future, and cast aside the theory that our imports are paid 
for by exports, and that this exchange leaves us a profit. 

The Consumer Theory in Practice.—I have shown to all 
those who are willing to see, that this argument is fallacious 
in theory ; ita application in practice also bears this out. In 
order to justify it, we must show that we can actually and 
permanently obtain commodities from abroad which under 
no circumstances can be produced as well or as cheaply in 
our own country. 

I hardly think that it is necessary for me to say much 
abont this; everyone can investigate it in his own trade, 
but it is my firm conviction that we do not get our butter, 
our eggs, our meat, our raw material, or our manufactures 
cheaply. We reduce home competition and rely on the 
foreign producer. He gives us temporary cheapness, but 
only until he has accomplished his object—namely, to kill 
home competition. He is then master of the situation, and 
squeezes us, and he will continue to squeeze us the more 
helpless we become. | 

A well regulated list of duties, with preference within the 
SS will bring us real cheapness, but not this laissez faire 
policy. 

Take our trade, the electrical industry, and investi- 
gate thoroughly item for item. We have imported millions 
of pounds’ worth, and we allow our colonies to be over-run 
with German and American electrical goods. I say with 
deliberation that there is not a single article comprising 
the long list of electrical gocds imported from abroad 
that we could not make as cheaply and as well had we 
but the same chances. It is well-known that the equipment 
of the so-called“ Twopenny tube" was not cheap; that the 
American plant left the makers a good profit, and that we 
could have produced it at a lower cost had we had Protec- 
tion. We should then have had larger factories, and could bave 
coped with this big work both at home and in the colonies, 
and I have competent authority for stating that the 
purchasers would have had to pay less ; but as there was no 
English competition to overcome so there was no cheapness. 

It is also a fact that American and Swedish telephones 
have been sold more cheaply in Protectionist Germany than 
here. I have seen German lamps sold in Madrid to the 
consumer at a lower figure than in London. All that our 
consumers get is a temporary cheapness of the “ catch- 


Say what you may, theorise as 


penny" kind. A shopkeeper puts an article in his window 
at a low figure to get into the trade and to ruin his neigh- 
bour, but he sells ten other articles dearly under the cloak of 
being a cheap shop.“ 

Individuals v. the Nation.—Reverting to the question of 
the printer. He may have got a cheap bargain, but if duty 
had been paid for that motor it would have relieved direct 
taxation. The printer would have had to pay less rent, less 
rates, less income-tax, and so would his workmen. Direct 
taxation has increased to an alarming extent since Free 
Trade became operative. 

The Future,—Your consumer argument must not only 
logically, but actually, come to this—we shall all be con- 
sumers. How, then, are we to pay for our food which comes 
from abroad ? "The taxes required to keep up the country 
will fall on the consumers, and the tendency is already that 
way. We now pay £9,000,000 a year to aid the 
agricultural producer who has had to be sacrificed to the so- 
called ** cheap loaf.” 

Skill and Invention.—And if your solicitude for the 
purchaser is to prevail, and the producer is to shift for him- 
self, how will the skill of our workmen and the inventive 
genius of our people fare? Are they to be maintained by 
* technical universities" which will be paid for by the con- 
sumers? No. Your consumer argument sounds plausible, 
and has taken many in, but it isdangerous and wrong. He 
deserves well of his country who makes two blades of grass 
grow where only one grew before: that is the only true 
political economy. 

In conclusion, I maintain that no one who works is a 
consumer in an economical sense. He must produce first 
before he can consume, or he must be dependent upon the 
success of the consumer, as, for instance, the policeman or 
the soldier. Pure consumers are but the idle who have 
inherited wealth and live upon it ; and even they are better 
off if consols are high, and if the country is prosperous. 
But why should we legislate for the Drones, and leave the 
Working Bees “ free "—free at the mercy of our rivals ? 

If there were any truth or reason in the belief that Free 
Trade gives cheapness to the consumer, it would still be 
wrong to try and attain it at the expense of the producer ; 
but as it is fallacious in theory and non-existent in fact, and 
as it is the only seeming argument in ѓатосг of our existing 
policy, then I say that policy has not a leg to stand upon. 


G. Byng. 


Development of the Current Interrupter. 


May I be allowed to confirm Mr. Wright’s statement that 
the Wehnelt break can be used on an alternating circuit ? 

I have had occasion to employ the electrolytic break in 
every modification, and on coils originating from practically 
every maker, both British and foreign, and therefore venture 
to submit that Mr. Codd's contention that a coil will, under 
these conditions only, give from 25 to 50 per cent. of the 
full spark length, must be based upon some defect in his 
experimental arrangements. 4 

There may be а decrease іп the spark length when using 
& coil with unsuitable self-induction in the primary, but this 
can be compensated for in a variety of ways. 

Coils which are fitted with proper primary windings will 
give their full spark when run from alternating currente 
through either a Wehuelt or a Caldwell break, and may, 
moreover, be made to yield unipolar impulses in the 
secondary. 

The disintegration of the platinum may be greatly 
diminished by using aluminium instead of the lead plate, and 
by suitably proportioning the exposed area of the platinum. 


A. W. Isenthal. 
London, July 31st, 1903. 


The I.E.E. Building Fund. 


With reference to your article in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
for the week ending July 31st, re the above, I beg to state 
that I am not quite of your opinion in this matter. 

First, I consider that the Institution ought to have a 
building of its own, and not shared by some other institu- 
tion. Secondly, I am given to understand that the pro- 
perty in Tothill Street is increasing yearly in value ; there- 
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fore the Institution can in a few years’ time (if found 
desirable) sell it at a considerable profit. Personally, I 
should like to see the Institution building in some prominent 
place, such as a main thoroughfare or square, but if this is 
not possible, owing to the scarcity of sites and the enormous 
cost of such sites, we must be content with what we can 
secure. Jf, as I have said before, the property in Tothill 
Street is increasing in value every year, the members of 
the Institution need have no fear. 


London, S.W., July 81st, 1908. - 


D. R. Broadbent. 


It will be interesting to hear how the Council of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers will describe the meeting 
which took place last Friday at 92, Victoria Street. That 
the Council should see fit to hold a meeting of such import- 
ance a day or so before the summer holidays seems, to say 
the least of it, extraordinary. Out of some 8,500 Members, 
Associate Members, and Associates, there were, as far as one 
could judge, about 80 people present, of whom at least a 
dozen were Members of Council. 

With this /ruly representative gathering, the Council 
obtained the sanction of the Institution to purchase, at the 
sum of £16,500, certain property in Tothill Street. From 
what one may gather, it would seem that almost all, if not 
quite all, the available fands of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers are to be used for the purchase of this site, upon 
ae in the distant future, a permanent home is to be 

ilt. 

The whole affair has come as such a surprise that one is 
somewhat nonplussed. Why have not those who belong to the 
Institution been consulted ? Surely they have a right to a 
say in the matter, and should have been properly circularised, 
and thus enabled to put on record their opinion of the 
scheme, 

It is curious how very many opinions seem to be in favour 
of quite a different scheme. 

As pointed out by the ELECTRICAL Review, the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers is likely to be absorbed by the 
Government offices sooner or later, and therefore this might 
be a not unfavourable opportunity for approaching the 
Institution of Civil Engineers as well as other scientific 
bodies with a view to a combined scheme. A central posi- 
tion might be obtained, and a large and commodious building 
be erected at much less expense to each individual Institution 
than would be incurred in the case of a separate building, as 
proposed by the Council of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. It is to be hoped that the hole-in-the-corner 
decision snatched from the few members who were present 
- last Friday will not be taken as final, or as voicing the 
opinion of the members at large, and that every Member, 
Associate Member ar.d Associate will have an opportunity, 
at some later date, of signifying his approval or otherwise. 
It is a consolation to think that the investment is no doubt 
а sound one, as the value of the property will increase 
rather than decrease as time goes on. This certainly seems 
the only saving clause in the whole affair. 

A.M.I.E.E. 

[We refer to this matter in our leading columns.—Ens. 
ELEc. Rev. ] 


Hot-Wire Arc Lamps. 

My attention has been called to an article in your valued 
paper on hot-wire arc lamps. In this article the writer 
shows a singular lack of knowledge of modern arc lamp 
practice. His remarks re the dash-pot cannot even apply to 
inferior and cheap types of lamps made within the last five 
years. The percentage of failures due to dash-pot sticking 
taken from the books of one of the best known makers is 
given at *1 per cent., while dirty rods, improper trimming 
and break down of insulation account for '9 per cent. of the 
known cases of failure. Personally, I know of several instal- 
lations of over 100 arcs running continuously for a number 
of years without any dash-pot troubles of any description. 

The assertion that it is impossible to eliminate dust from 
the dash-pots makes one wonder whether this is the year 
1903 or 1890, also the statement that hot-wire lamps are 
likely to cause a reaction in favour of aro lighting by old 
users and others savours of the American catalogue. 


ghould very mnch like to know the percentage of old users 
with whom arc lamps of decent make have come into dis- 
favour. The mere avoidance of parts that have been 
proved to work satisfactorily for years—namely, the coil and 
dash-pot—does not in any way suggest that improvements 
have been substituted. To say that three lamps can be 
run in series on а 240-volt circuit does not seem in any way 
remarkable, and leads one to infer that the solenoid lamp 
cannot be made to run under these conditions, and where 
the mysterious 50 per cent. more light claimed for the hot- 
wire lamp comes from the writer can only suggest, for I am 
under the impression that three arcs maintained by means of 


. Solenoids would emit the same light as three regulated by 


hot wires, provided, of course, the carbons, current consump- 
tion and voltage across the arcs were similar. Is it that the 
series coil of solenoid lamps accounts for the 50 per cent. 
decrease of light to obtain the alleged reserve of force to 
overcome increasing friction of the dirty dash-pot ? 

Another point I crave Mr. Tomlinson Lee to enlighten 
me on is, how he obtains a 72-volt arc with three lamps in 
series on a 220-volt circuit when the current consumed is 
5:5 amperes, and the resistance of she lamp mechanism is 
distinctly stated as 2 ohms? Surely Ohm's law applies even 
to a hot-wire arc lamp. Again, how сап the best result be 
obtaining on alternating circuits when you have a lamp 
mechanism resistance of 2 ohms ? 

I would like to know what would happen to the three 
lamps running in series on a 220-volt circuit if the 
mechanism of one became dirtier than the others. Would it 
refuse to strike and allow the other two to flare away with 
long arcs, or has Mr. Foster to use a shunt coil or shunted 
hot wires ? | | 

I should like to remind the writer that it is quite possible 
to design a solenoid lamp that can be switched over from con- 
tinuous current to alternating current circuits and rice versi, 
The reason why this type of lamp is not generally made, is 
that the solenoid lamp only exists for commercial 
purposes, 

N. D. W. 


* G. N.," Sutton.—Your address was omitted from your 
letter.— Eps. 


MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


AN important report bas been drawn up by the Joint Select 
Committee of Lords and Commons which was charged with 
the consideration of this subject. The Committee, recog- 
nising the impossibility of adequately dealing with the 
whole subject in a reasonable time, confined its attention to 
municipal accounts, and states that ratepayers should be 
fully informed as to the success or failure of each under- 
taking, which is sometimes not the case. The question of 
prescribing a standard form of accounts is recommended for 
the consideration of the Local Government Departments, and 
the matter of an official audit has received special attention. 

It is under this head, indeed, that the most important 
recommendations are made ; the Committee is of opinion that 
the existing systems of audit should be abolished, and an 
official auditor be appointed by each county, borough, or 
urban district council, subject to the approval of the Local 
Government Board. The auditor’s duties, besides the 
mere certification of figures, should comprise the 
supervision of the accounts, including an expres- 
sion of opinion as to whether “the accounts issued 
present a true and correct view of the transactions and results 
of trading," and upon “the necessity of reserve funds, of 
amounts set aside to meet, depreciation and obsolescence of 
plant in addition to the statutory sinking funds and of the 
adequacy of such amounts. Moreover, he will be required 
* to report independently to the Board any case in which an 
authority declines to carry out any recommendation made 
by him." 

The Committee is of opinion that the investigation should 
be continued in other branches of the subject of municipal 
trading. 

Time and space compel us to defer our comments to our 
next issue, 
E 
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Bank or LIVERPOOL v. MILNES & Co. 


Tue matter of the Bank of Liverpool against G. F. Milnes & Co. 
and the Law Guarantee Trust, came before Mr. Justice Swinfen 
Eady in the Chancery Division on 31st ult. by way of motion for 
the appointment of a receiver and manager of the business of G. F. 
Milnes & Co., electric car builders, of Widnes, Lancashire. 

Mr. MiQickrEM, K.C., for the plaintiffs, said the motion stood over 
last week, the company undertaking to pay the current wages, and 
suggesting that there was some chance of the property being sold. 
An affidavit had been made by the other side which had not yet 
been filed, but he was obliged to press for the order. The Law 
Guarantee Trust were trustees of two issues of debentures, and the 
bank held the whole of the issue. 

Mr. Eve, K.O., for the defendants, was afraid he was at the 
mercy of the plaintiffs, They had carried out the undertaking they 
had given last week, and were prepared to renew it for another 
week. His view was that the appointment of a receiver at this 
juncture would lead to the breaking off of negotiations for the sale 
of the business at a price which was sufficient to pay the whole of 
the creditors in full, and leave a sum for distribution pro rata 
amongst the shareholders. The debentures were not repayable 
until 1911, and no default had been made. There was only £500 
due to the bank as against £32,000 to other creditors. 

Mr. MICKLEM said plaintiffs had been instructed for two months 
past that negotiations were going on for the sale of the business, and 
he could not consent to further delay. 

His Lorpsuip said if plaintiffs pressed their claim he could not 
refuse, and granted the order accordingly. 


NATIONAL ELEOTRIC Traction Co. v. ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION 
AND MAINTENANCE Co., LTD. 


MR. JUSTICE SwINFEN Eapy, in the Chancery Division on 30th ult., 
continued the appointment of a Receiver to the defendant company 
in this action. 


Drxon v. HALL & Co. 


In the County Buildings, Glasgow, Sheriff Strachan last week 
issued judgment in an action for breach of contract, raised at the 
instance of William Dixon & Co., electrical engineers, 59, Bath 
Street, Glasgow, against Messrs. J. P. Hall & Co,, electrical and 
general engineers, Oldham, for £464. 

The pursuers entered into a contract with Messrs. Napier Bros, 
engineers and shipbuilders, Glasgow, for an electric installation in 
their works, and in the month of March, 1899, they ordered from 
the defenders a 60-kw. dynamo to enable them to carry out that 
contract. The dynamo was to be delivered in six months at the 
price of £233. Inthe month of July following, defenders found 
that owing to an error in their calculations, the dynamo which they 
had made was not suitable, and could not be used, and they 
resolved to make a new machine. Until the new machine was 
ready the defenders sent the defective dynamo to be used as a 
temporary one at Messrs. Napier's works. The new dynamo was 
delivered by the defenders in January, 1900, and was fitted up in 
the works, but on being tried it was also found to be disconform to 
contract, and defective in many respecte. "Various efforts 
were made to put it in a proper condition, and to 
get it to work, but without success, and after final 
trials it was stil found to be defective, and was ulti- 
mately rejected by the pursuers. In January, 1901, the defenders 
raised an action against the pursuers for payment of the price of the 
dynamo. This action was defended on the ground that the dynamo 
was disconform to the contract, and had been properly rejected. A 
proof was allowed in the action, but before the date fixed for taking 
the evidence the defenders abandoned the action and paid the 
pursuers their expenses. The present action had been raised by 
the pursuers for the loss and damage sustained by them through 
the failure of the defenders to supply them with a dynamo on terms 
оѓ the contract. The breach of the contract on the part of the 
defenders was admitted, and the only question between the parties 
was the amount of damage which had been sustained by the 
pursuers. 

His Lordship awarded pursuers £183 9s, 4d. with expenses. 


THE FIRE EXHIBITION AT EARL’S COURT. 


Tar G.E.C. Ехнівг, 


THE stand of the General Electric Co., Ltd., deserves special 
mention, a8 it is devoted almost entirely to the firm’s manufactures 
in connection with electric fire alarme. It is situated in the Queen's 
Palace, and is easily recognisable. 

The exhibits comprise all manner of devices for fire alarms. An 
important show is made of the firm’s apparatus for private fire 
alarm systems, or for use in public buildings, schools, &c., and we 
may mention in particular the special automatic contacts used by the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board for all their asylums. This apparatus 
is arranged with backward and forward contacte, so disposed that 
tue backward contact can be used for an ingenious system of testing 


the lines, and the forward contact is made automatically when the 
glass is broken. 


We understand that the G.E.C. adapt their private fire alarm - 
eatates 


apparatus to any requirements ; for instance, on large they 
can all be made to ring into the porter's lodge; or, on the other 
hand, they can be arranged to ring on every floor. 
alarm indicator is shown, which can also be arranged for eitherof 
the above purposes, so as to show the source of the alarm call, and, 
therefore, the probable position of the fire. In addition to these 
apparatus, there is a good display of telephones, bells of various 
sorts, and we noticed a special polarised bell for ringing up the 
police on point duty. The most important exhibit is the G.E.C. 
special system of fire brigade alarms. A large annunciator switeh- 
board is erected in the centre of the stand, and four posts are 
situated in various parts of the grounds for demonstrating the 
efficacy of the system in actual practice. 
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The functions of the posts are to act as fire alarm pulls to be 


operated by the public in the event of fire, and to serve as street 
telephones for the use of the Fire Brigade in the execution of their 
duties. 

The Annunciator switchboard is to receive a call from the street 
posts ; to indicate from which post the callis given; to discriminate 
between genuine and accidental calls such as “ earths,” &.; to allow 
of the lines being tested; and, where required, to serve as а switch 
for connecting any street post with the police station, turncock or 
other official on the system. 


When the pull in the post is operated the indicator on the switeh- — 


G. L. C. FIRE STATION BwirCHBOAKRD. 


board at once drops, closing the local alarm bell circuit, and the 
bell in the post at the same time rings. The fireman attendant in 
the watchroom inserts his answering plug in the spring jack under- 
neath the fallen shutter, and tbe discriminating buzzer (which is 
single stroke) at once emits a loud buzzing sound, due to the fact 
that it is working in series with the vibrating bell in the poet. If 
the alarm were caused by “ earth” on the line, the buzzer would not 
operate, and the Brigade would not be called out unnecessarily. 

After calling out the brigade, the attendant withdraws the 
answering plug, and inserts in its place a plug belonging to the 
control indicator. This stops the bell ringing in the post, and the 
control indicator pointer is deflected to the on position. The 
answering plug is now available to receive further calls. 

When the post-handle is replaced, the control indicator returns to 
the off position, and the control bell rings continuously until the 
plug is withdrawn and placed in its normal position. The attendant 
should now insert bis answering plug and listen on the telephone to 
ascertain if the person replacing the pull wishes to speak to him. 

The operation of the post is extremely simple. The pull is 
replaced by lifting the telephone. If it is required to speak to the 
fire station, it is only necessary to hold the receiver to the ear and 
prese three or four times on the small push button provided for the 
purpose. 


" 
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The company also make another form of post, which is installed 
at Tottenham, Penge, Finchley, &c., and which we have already 
noticed in previous issues of this journal. Briefly, it may be said 
that this post does not contain a telephone, but the firemen carry a 
pocket telephone with them, which is plugged into sockets inside 
the post. These posts can be used with the annunciator board 
already described. This type of post is so. used in connection with 
the G.E.C. system of traction telephones. 

A further exhibit is a üreman's call switchboard, built to L. O. C. 
specification. Of the other exhibite, too numerous to specialise, 
we must conclude by stating that they seem to be well standardised 
and of high-class manufacture. We understand that all were made 
at the company's works at Manchester. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


WOBKMEN'S TRAINS. 


Tug Select Committee of the House of Commons, which had been 
appointed under the obairmanship of Mr. Bonar Law, the Parlia- 
mentary secretary to the Board of Trade, to consider the question 
of workmen's traing, commenced its sittings on 29th ult. The first 
witness called was Sir FRANcIS HoPwoop, the permanent secretary 
to the Board of Trade. After dealing at length with the legisla- 
tion which existed before the passing of the Cheap Trains Act of 
1883, witness said that there was a distinction between “cheap 
trains" and “workmen’s trains.” The cheap trains were those 
for which fares at 1d. per mile were charged, workmen's 
trains were those which were put on, after inquiries by the 
Board of Trade, with fares at a lower rate—in fact, the fares 
did not often exceed jd. per mile. The Board of Trade had 
not had occasion to define the term “workman.” Witness 
suggested certain matters into which he thought the Committee 
might inquire. The hour of departure should be fixed for the 
latest workmen's trains. They should also consider the advisability 
of running trains for workwomen who had to reach the City 
br, say, 9 o'clock. How far workmen's trains interfered with the 
ordinary passenger traffic of a line was another question. The term 
workman should be defined, and there should be a line of demarcation 
between cheap tickets and workmen's tickets. Other points were 
whether & fixed maximum rate could be laid down; whether 
“топа or “ flat" fares should be charged; the issuing of batches of 
tickets in advance; and whether railway companies should be called 
upon to run workmen's trains from sparsely populated districts. 
There had been several applications to railway companies for very 
early trains for Post Office officials, &c., and the companies had 
replied that they could not rua such trains, as it would not allow 
them sufficient time for the proper inspection of the line. 
On 30th ult. Mr. J. B. MkEns, secretary to the Inland Revenue 
ent, gave evidence as to the remitting of the railway duty, 
and the Committee adjourned for the vacation. 


Norte METROPOLITAN ELECTRICO PowEB SUPPLY BILL. 


TRE Select Committee of the House of Lords last week concluded 
ita consideration of this Bill, which has been promoted with the 
object of empowering the U.D.C. of Willesden to sell, and the 
North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co. to purchase, the 
Council’s generating station at Wiilesden at an agreed price. The 
Bill was opposed by the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. and the 
owners of property in Willesden, but the Committee limited their 
right to be heard to such an extent that both petitioners came to 
the conclusion that it was not worth while to press their opposition 
further. 

Formal evidence was given in support of the objects of tke Bill. 

The Committee found the preamble proved, and ordered the Bill 
to be reported to the House for third reading. 


South Staffordshire Tramways.—Reporting to the House of 
Commons on the above Bill, the Deputy-Chairman states that 
Clause 31, which empowers the Wednesbury Corporation to grant a 
lease to the company, has been struck out of the Bill during its 
progress through the House of Lords, but the remaining clauses, 
authorising agreements with local authorities for certain purposes, 
were allowed by the Committee in the form submitted to them in 
accordance with precedents. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


. “Little Geeko."—The foregoing fancy title designates a 
little telephone outfit which has been put on the market by the 
General Electric Co., Ltd , for attachment to existing electric bell 
circuite. The method of connection is exceedingly simple; the 
bell-push serves to cal] attention in the lower regions, and when the 
instrument is in use the bel] is automatically cut out of circuit. A 
variety of small fittings and accessories is listed, providing for 
different purposes. о 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


War ENDING Aud бтн, 1902. 
Alexandria .. 
Amsterdam.. 
Antwerp  .. T is .. 205 
Boca. Teleg. mat. А . 141 


Bombay s v» «s 93 
Boston vs iow 28 . 80 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. 80 
ўз Teleph. mat. .. 639 
Calcutta’ .. we ЕЕ oe 710 
$i Teleg. wire .. oe 402 
Cape Town .. ec 2:4 . 269 
Channel Islands .. và га 18 
Christchurch ва is .. 68 
Colombo. 60 tons teleg. wire.. — 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire . . 192 
Durban ee ce ee ee 1,027 
= Teleg. mat. .. . 780 
Fremantle .. a a .. 1,099 
i Teleg. mat. . . 2,215 
Gothenburg 2 МА . 188 
ü Teleph. cable 410 
Halifax. Teleg. cable .. 934 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... 20 
Hong Kong.. T à 160 
Honolulu. 20 
Lisbon 10 
Madras Е 16 
Nagasaki ee 67 
Odessa “> ix ex .. 156 
Port Elizabeth  .. БА .. 1,090 
Кіо Сгапде.. - es i 18 
St. Petersburg ae m 85 
T" Teleg. wire. 14 
Santos ee ео ee ee 22 
Shanghai. oe is as 51 
Singapore. sis "s oe 40 
Stockholm. Elec. caule Se 20 
is Teleph. cable .. 174 
Sydney ee ee ee ae 1,802 
vera Crug .. ae ә va 18 
Wellington .. is a. . 162 
Zanzibar .. T is .. 150 
Total  .. £13,955 

Foreign Goods 
Cologne. Elec. instruments Value £11 
Durban. Telephones .. . 299 
Ghent. Elec. machinery .. 800 
Hamburg. Elec. light apparatus 83 
Total . . £1,183 


Wark momae Аса. 4TH, 1903. 
Alexandria .. RN .. Value £31 
Amsterdam .. s jeu ea 46 
Antwerp T e, 84 
Beira oe ee ee es eo 88 


Bil bao se se ee ee 12 
Bombay  .. oe vs — 635 
„ Teleg. mat. oe ee 62 
Boulogne. - "x eo 25 
Buenos Ayres oe a ae 90 
Calcutta ee ee ee 279 
„ Teleg. mat. . . 4,760 
Cape Town .. „ we . . 1,369 
Channel Islands ee e : 
Chemulpo .. Su же oe 65 
Durban vs a a . 440 
d Teleg. mat. а 40 
East London ` .. 168 


Hamburg. Teleg. mat. 3: .. 610 
” Teleph. apparatus.. 

Hong Kong .. РР oe ee 46 

Kobe.. A" . 


LET ee 29 
Melbourne .. s: oe oe 142 
is Teleg. wire .. . . 1,871 
Montreal .. 4% 905 "t 21 
North Atlantic. 100 knots 
telegraph cable T es — 
Oporto 2s КЕ s «„ 49 
" Teleph. mat. ae 61 
Perth.. ER a ou . 918 


Rotterdam ee ee ee . 9 970 
Beville ee oe ee M 13 
Shanghai 908 oe 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire ar 64 


Sydney T a 1,142 
- 'l'eleg. mate. .. 477 
Yokohana . 359 


n Teleg. mat. А ] 70 


Total T £14,123 

Transhipped. 
Kobe. Elec. apparatus Value £181 
Nagasaki. Elec. mat. .. ds 51 
Perth. Elec. mat. ave э 23 
Shanghai, Elec. carbons ee 155 
Total е £360 


Miniature Enclosed Arc Lamp.—The accompanying 
figures show different forms of a miniature enclosed arc lamp which 
has just been put on the market by the Union Electrical Co., Ltd., 
151, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. The lamp is very small, being 
15 in. over all in length, and from 33 in. to 5 in. in diameter, accord- 
ing to whether it is used with a pear-shaped globe and single 
enclosed arc, or a round globe and double enclosed arc. The lamp 
burns with 14, 2 and 24 amperes, and may be burned in singla 
parallel on a circuit of 100 to 115 volts, or two in series on 200 and 
230 volts. 'The mean hemispherical candle-power of the lamp is 
160, with the smaller current, and up to 250 with the larger current. 
The trimming is so very simple that any housemaid can, it is 
believed, after half an hour's instruction, trim the lamp, and any 
intelligent workman can keep it in order. The working parts are 


reduced to three in number—viz., the moving core, the upper 
carbon holder, and the simple clutch. The coils are differentially 
wound, and are totally ironclad, so as to be secure from damage. 
Owing to the constancy of the illumination and tke steadiness of 
the burning obtained with these lamps, and the superior colour of 
the light, it is thought that they will largely replace the larger 


forms of incandescent lamps. 


In order to facilitate the introduc- 


tion of the lamps into private houses, they are being specially fitted 
with glass and silk shades, but no doubt there is a very large field 
for the application of this lamp to the lighting, both inside and 
outside, of small shops, offices, depositors’ deaks, engravers’ benches, 
and other places where fine and accurate work is carried on. 


New Mercury Vapour Lamp.—A demonstration took 
place last week at the works of the Bastian Meter Co., Kentish 
Town, of a new mercury vapour lamp invented by Messrs. Bastian 
and Salisbury. It is claimed for the lamp that it yields an intensely 
brilliant white light, and requires no greater voltage than the 


normal supply from the street mains. 


The mercury becomes 


luminous directly the switch is turned. "The inventors are forming 
а syndicate preparatory to launching a larger company to work the 


patent. 


ed 
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New Switches.— Messrs. Ward & Goldstone, of Dutton 
Street, Manchester, are supplying switches and fuseboards for high 
voltage, in cast-iron cases, the former similar to the accompanying 
figure. The switches are double-pole, with or without fuses, for 
currents from 20 to 100 amperes, and the fuseboards are of the clip 


type, в.р. or D.P., the metal parts being mounted on insulated 
enamelled slates. Main fuses in cast-iron cases are also supplied, 
and a variety of accessories in the way of pendant and wall fittings, 
&c. The firm's new switchboard works are well equipped with the 
latest labour-saving machinery, and are totally separated from their 
wire-covering works. 


Electric Pumping in Collieries,—The Elswick Coal 
Co., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, have, we understand, placed a contract 
with Messrs. Ernest Scott & Mountain, Ltd., of the Close Works, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for a complete electric pumping plant for their 
North Elswick Colliery. The plant consists of a Scott & Mountain 
horizontal low-speed three-throw ram pump, delivering 400 gallons 
per minute against a vertical head of 800 ft., driven by a Scott and 
Mountain multipolar direct-current electric motor of 130 effec- 
tive H.P., the pump and motor being placed at the shaft-bottom and 
delivering to the rising main to bank. The current will be taken 
from the supply company’s mains to the shaft top, then down the 
shaft to the pumps in-bye, the cables being of sufficient capacity to 
transmit 150 н.р. at 500 volte, and heavily armoured for protection 
in the shaft. 

An installation of a somewhat novel character, recently 
secnred by the same firm, is for an electric conveyor of the 
Brothers type for conveying the railway material from one side of 
the Victoria Falls on the Zambesi to the other, and also to be used 
in connection with the erection of & bridge which the Cleveland 
Bridge and Engineering Co. are supplying. The electric conveyor 
consists of a hoisting and travelling gear, which runs upon a wire 
rope, suspended from one side of the falls to the other, the distance 
being 930 ft. ; the weight of the rope and load is supported at each 
end by balanced cantilevers. The wire rope is being supplied by 
Messrs. T. and W. Smith, of Newcastle, and the cantilevers and 
other work by the Cleveland Bridge Co. The current for driving 
this plant is generated by a portable steam engine and dynamo on 


one side of the falls, the current being conveyed across the falls by ` 


& hard-drawn copper conductor, and collected by rollers as the 
traveller runs along. Messrs. Scott & Mountain are also busy with 
other mining work, having contracts in hand for Walbottle Colliery, 
aud the Consett Iron Co, Ltd, both these collieries being in the 
Newcastle district; for the Wigan Coal and Iron Co., Ltd., near 
Manchester; the Llay Hall Colliery, North Wales; and a number 
of other important contracts. 


Church Lighting.—The Church of “Saint Jude's,” 
Dulwich, is being fitted with an electric light installation through- 
out, by Messrs. Duncan Watson & Co., of 100, Charing Cross Road, 
W.C. The fittings are of a special character, unlike those generally 
used for church lighting, and will, it is believed, prove very successful. 
The same firm is also carrying out an extensive arc lamp installation 
for the Bon Marché, of Kilburn, several installations for Messrs. 
неа Ltd., and many other important installations in town and 
country, 


* Foster " Enclosed Arc Lamp.—In response to in- 
quiries relating to this arc lamp, which was described in our last 
issue, the address of the makers is Messrs. Foster & Co., Worple 
Road, Wimbledon, 8.W. 


Schmidt & Bolton Superheaters.—We understand 
that Mesers. Easton & Co., Ltd., have recently secured orders for 
Schmidt & Bolton superheaters amounting in all to 9,000 H.P., one 
of the purchasers being the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 


Fire.—Last Friday night a fire broke out on the premises 
of Messrs. Spivey & Jubb, electrical engineers, Batley Carr, 
Dewsbury. The fire originated in the motor shed, and an alarm 
being promptly raised, it was quickly got under. The shed con- 
tained nearly 40 electric motors, a dynamo, two motor-cars and a 
motor-tricycle, the value of which was estimated at £1,200, the 
greater part not being insured. Some of the machines were got 

ttle the worse for the fire, but others were considerably 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—A meeting of the creditors 
of Henry J. Furniss, electrician, of 54, Queen Street, Derby, was 
held at the office of the Official Receiver at Derby on Friday. The 
statement of affairs showed gross liabilities amounting fo 
£901 12s. 3d, of which £559 13s. 51. is expected to rank for 
dividend. The assets were estimated to produce £73 15s. 7d. The 
estate was left in the hands of the Official Receiver. 


Liquidations. We have received a statement in re Rosling 
and Fynn, Ltd. of Trafalgar Works, Thornbury, Bradford, 
electrical engineers, showing the position of the estate at the date 
of declaration of first and final dividend. The receipts for plant, 
freehold works, and stock-in-trade, &c., amounted to £14,273 2s. 3d., 
and were applied in the payment of £11,008 13s. 4d. to the deben- 
ture holders, a first and final dividend of bs. in the £ on the claims 
of unsecured creditors, absorbing £1,344 10s. 8d., and various law 
costs, wages, &c. The liquidator remarks that the costs and 
expenses of winding up the estate were considerably increased by 
the law and other expenses incurred by reason of the litigation 
consequent upon the action of the trustees for the firet debenture 
holders, who took possession of the estate in December, 1902, and 
stated their intention to dis of the whole of the property of 
the company for £10,500. eir conduct was brought under the 
notice of the High Court, with the result that the liquidator was 
enabled to obtain a much higher offer than the one mentioned. 
Creditors can obtain any furtner information by inquiry at the 
office of the liquidator, Mr. W. М. Gray, F.C.A., District Bank 
Chambers, Bradford. 


The public examination of Mr. J. Yardley Johnston, an electrical 
engineer, of 13, New Bridge Street, took place on the 3186 ult. 
It appeared that the debtor formerly carried on business in New 
York, and came to England in 1897 for the purpose of selling a 
patent for a printing machine. He had since promoted and been 
interested in a number of printing and engraving companies, which 
he financed. The debtor estimated that his assets would be more 
than sufficient to pay his liabilities in full. According to the state- 
ment of affairs the unsecured liabilities amounted to £43,305 17s. 6d. 
at the time of the receiving order, but this amount has since been 
reduced. The examination was ordered to be concluded. 


Catalogues and Lists.—The CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL 
STORAGE Co., Lrp., of Clifton Junction, near Manchester, have sent 
us a copy of their 1903 pocket catalogue of Chloride accumulators. 
The list contains in a compact form a mass of details respecting the 
various types of batteries for lighting, traction, yacht lighting, and 
launch service. Some notes on renewals are accompanied by 
tabulated details respecting sectione, and portable cells are then 
particularised. Some elaborate tables showing rates of charge and 
discharge, weights and measurements for CR“ апі “С R double" 


types of cells are given at the end of this handy-sized and useful 
list 


The WasHIncTon CRRMICAL Co., LTD., of Washington Station, 
Co. Durham, have issued a new pamphlet relating to their 
magnesia coverings. Among the numerous illustrations of places 
where these coverings are used is a photographic view of the interior 
of Leith electricity works. А very lengthy list appears of electric 
light, tramway and power stations—about 120 to 130—where 
magnesia coverings have been adopted. 

Мв. F. Н. Heapuey, of Moresk Mills, Truro, sends us a leaflet 
relating to his special line of D.P. high voltage distributing boards, 
fitted with clip fuses on porcelain bases, 

We have received from MESSRS. G. Hitt & Co., of Trafford Electric 
Works, Cornbrook, Manchester, lists of their “ Griffin ” insulators 
for electric tramway lines, which consist of wrought-iron links 
covered with a special quality of ebonite, giving double insulation. 
Very high mechanical and electrical qualities are ascribed to these 
insulators. Another list describes the company’s patent comb 
lightning arrester, in which the ordinary copper horns are replaced 
by facing rows of sheet iron horns. 

Messas. GEOFFROY & DELORE send us their new wires and cables 
catalogue and samples of their manufactures. The latter are of 
very high quality, and include a specimen of twin lead-covered 
cable, insulated with vulcanised rabber, of which large stocks are 
carried by the company, from 1/18 to 7/14 gauge. The list com- 
prises wires and cables of all ordinary sizes up to 37/12, insulated 
with valcanised rubber in three classes, and flexible cords of similar 
make and quality. 

We have received from the WALSALL ELetreicat Co., Lrp, a copy 
of their new catalogue of arc lamps and accessories, all of which are 
manufactured at Walsall; these include open and enclosed lamps 
in various forms, lamps for inverted arc lighting, measuring instru- 
ments, cut-onts, suspension gear, &c. We have also received their 
pocket price-list of open-type “ Walsall" dynamos and motors 
from 1 to 60 Ew. 

Messrs. Easton & Co. have sent us a neat and useful case 
enclosing an A B C railway guide for August; the inner covers 
are devoted to artistic illustrations of their express electric pas- 
senger and goods lifts, which are British built throughout, and are 
designed to suit all requirements. 

Мв. G. Ввлоглк sends us new price lists dealing with Eclipee' 
electricity meters for direct and alternating currents, registering 
either energy or quantity, and of all sizes from 24 to 2,000 amperes. 
Another list is devoted to miniature arc lamps, suitable for shop and 
house lighting; these take currents of 1 to 2 amperes, and are 
arranged for burning singly or in series, with enclosed arcs. The 
lamp is provided with a cover and reflector, suited to the purpose 
for which it is intended, and has a very neat appearance. 
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Aunual Outing.—On Saturday last the employés of 
Messrs. T. Clarke & Oo., of Sloane Street, went for their annual 
outing to Bognor. The weather was excellent, and a thoroughly 
enjoyable day was spent. Breakfast at the Waterloo Hotel was 
done full jastice to at 9 a.m., and the morning was spent at a very 
amusing game of cricket. At 2 p.m. the men met for dinner, after 
which Mr. Edward Clarke proposed “The King.” Mr. Topham 
then pro "The Firm,” and in reply, Mr. E. Clarke thanked 
them all most heartily for the kind way they had responded to the 
toast. A vote of thanks was passed for the able manner in which 
Mr. Blake, the secretary of the outing, had carried out the arrange- 
ments. After tea a short concert took place, and the party left 
Bognor at 8 o'clock. 


Fire at Davies Street Works,—A fire occurred at the 
Davies Street electricity works of the Westminster Electric Supply 
Corporation, Ltd., on Monday morning, which at first was repre- 
sented by the daily Press to be a serious one. We are informed, 
however, that it was confined to a carpenters’ shop and store. No 
damage of any sort, either by fire or water, was done to any of the 
machinery or mains in the building, and the supply was not at any 
time interrupted. In spite of the dense smoke which was caused 
by the burning of the wood in the carpenters’ shop, the staff in the 
station kept all their machinery running. The corporation is to be 
congratulated upon its happy escape from what might have been 
a very disastrous occurrence. 


Trade Announcements.—Mr. S. E. Bastow informs us 
that he has resigned his appointments as borough electrical 
engineer, and reeident engineer to the Barnsley and District 
Traction Co, and will shortly open offices in Manchester for 
Меевзга. D. Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., as their representative for the 
Mancbester district. 

Messrs. Gent & Co. announce their removal to more commodious 
i. at 34, Upper Thames Street (two doors from St. Paul's 


The Post Office and Motor-Vans.—With the object of 
ascertsining whether a trustworthy parcel service can be run in 
districts within easy reach of London, the Post Office authorities have 
started a series of experiments with motor parcel vans, Several of 
these leave the Mount Pleasant office nightly for Epping, Redhill, 
and other outlying districts, and up to the present the trials have 
proved satisfactory. The majority of the new vans are driven by 
petrol, but one of them is propelled by electricity. An experi- 
ment has also been made with a motor-van for parcel work within 
the City, by which, it is believed, much time may be saved.— 


Times. 
Book Received.—“ Transactions of the American 
Electro-chemical Society,“ Vol. iii. The American Electro- 


chemical Society, 929, Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Birkenhead.—4An abstract of the borough accounts for 
the year ending March 31st last, has been issued. The receipts of 
the Electric Lighting Committee appear as £1,195, and of the Tram- 
ways Committee £3,598. On capital account the disbursements 
included :—Tramways, £43,742; electric lighting, £19,407. On the 
tramways the gross earnings over working expenses was £22,509, 
of which interest and sinking fund took £18,910 15s., and £3,598 
78. 9d. was put to renewals account. The balance of £1,195 on the 
electric lighting account was also carried to renewals account. 


Bradford.—An interesting conflict is in progress between 
the Electricity Committee and the Tramways Committee. The 
Electricity Committee recently decided to advertise for a successor 
to Mr. Chattock, who received the Birmingham appointment, but 
the City Council referred the recommendation back, on the ground 
that the advisability of appointing a joint manager of the electricity 
and tramway departments should be considered. The Tramways 
Committee afterwards met and passed a recommendation that the 
Corporation should combine the two offices and amalgamate the 
two Committees; but the Electricity Committee has also met and 
reaffirmed ite previous decision to advertise for an electrical engineer 
at £600 a year. There is a strong feeling between the two Com- 
mittees, and a full dress debate is anticipated at the next Council 
meeting. 


Barslem.—At a recent meeting of the T.C. it was 
decided to apply to the Local Government Board ifor sanction to 
borrow £20,000 for the purposes of the electric light undertaking. 


Chorley.— At the monthly meeting of the T.C. the 
General Purposes Committee recommended that “the 
Chorley Electric Lighting Order, 1898, be disposed of to the best 
advantage." An amendment was subsequently moved and carried, 


to refer the subject back to the Committee. 
Dublin.—The Electric Lighting Committee has decided 


to secure Mr. Hammond’s services in connection with the change- 
over to the new electric plant. The terms of this new agreement 
are now coming up forratification by the Council. They provide that 
Mr. Hammond shall take charge of the working of the system fora 
ear at a salary of £1,000 and travelling expenses; and further, 
hat he shall be allowed to appoint his own staff for the work, 


ta 


Dartford.—The Board of Guardians has asked the U.D.C. 
to prepare an estimate for in alling the electric light in the 
Workhouse. 


East Нат, —А Local Government Board inquiry has been 
held as to the application of the Council to borrow £5,660 for 
electrical extensions. No opposition was offered to the application. 


Farnborongh.—The В. of T. has decided to defer 
consideration of the question of revoking the prov. order until 
October 31st next. 


Germany.—The establishment of a municipal central 
electric lighting station in the town of Zeitz has been decided upon. 


Hanley.—The Т.С. has applied to the L.G.B. for a loan 
of £600 for the provision of three steam superheaters for the elec- 
tricity works. 


Kingston-on-Thames.— The T.C. has appointed Messrs. 
Burstall & Monkhouse as advising engineers respecting the extensions 
of the plant, &., at the electricity works. 


Leicester.—The T.C. has applied to the L.G.B. for a 
loan of £100,000 for electricity purposes. 


Liverpool.—The Lord Mayor's auditor and the elective 
auditor of Liverpool have presented their report on the accounta of 
the city for 1902, to the Finance Committee. Speaking of the 
accounts of the Electric Supply Department, the report states that 
the accounts, after paying interest, show a credit of £61,141 14s. 8d. 
This had been dealt with as follows :—Sinking fund, £27,726 5s. ; 
reserve fund, £10,000; renewal fund, £11,386 9s. 8d.; con- 
tribution to rates, £12,029. There was £83,243 19s. to the 
credit of the sinking fund. The loans, the repayment of 
which is provided by the sinking funds, are for periods of 
42 and 25 years £500,000 being for 42 years and £1,000,000 
for 25 years. As regards the value of the assets, the amounts 
expended by the Corporation were: Mains, £377,549 98. 5d.; 
machinery, £267,121 19s. 5d.; accumulators, £8,617 98. 11d.; 
meters, £20,221 Os. 6d.; electrical instruments, £3,648 9s. Id.; 
total, £677,158 88. 4d. The old company’s mains and machinery 
were £214,578, making £891,736 8s. 4d. Garston under- 
taking: Station mains and machinery, £39,069 4s. 14.; total, 
£930,805 12s. 5d. The engineer had reported that the depreciation 
on mains was very slow, and that it was more than provided for by 
the sinking fund. The amouut transferred this year for reserve and 
renewals was £21,386 9s. 8d., equal to about 2:30 per cent. on the 
capital expenditure of £930,805, which was in addition to the 
sinking fund. 


London. — HaxrsrEAD. — At the B.C. meeting on 
Thursday of last week, the chief electrical engineer reported that 
during the year ending March 31st, 1903, 2,592,474 units had been 
sold, the working expenses being £17,390. For the previous 12 
months the figures were 2,127,173 units and £16,785 working 
expenses. It would thus be seen that the works cost per unit had 
been reduced from 1:89d. to 1:614. The reduced price of coal 
accounted for 12d. of this decrease. In 1901-2 the actual average 
total cost (including interest and sinking fund) per unit, was 4:064, 
while in 1902-3 it was 3:92d. The actual average revenue per unit 
sold was in 1901-2, 4 34d., and in 1902-3, 4'33d. The borough electrical 
engineer reported that the receipts from the electricity undertaking 
for the Midsummer quarter just ended, was £6,850 lls. 3d., as 
against £5,853 5s. 4d. in the corresponding period last year. A 
discussion took place as to the danger of fire to consumers' pre- 
mises from meter readers using ordinary matches when 
the meters and indicators. It was resolved to provide the readers 
with “ever-ready electric torches with refills. A motion was adopted 
that objection be offered to the Bill to authorise the Board of Trade 
to graut Provisional Orders for the supply of electricity in bulk by 
companies to local authorities, and with reference to the compulsory 
power ої purchase of land for generating stations. 

WESTMINSTER.—The City Council on Thursday of last week con- 
demned tho action of the Board of Trade in not sanctioning the 
application of the London Electric Supply Corporation for an 
extension of its area over the southern portion of the Borough of 
Camberwell. The following resolution was passed :—'' (1) That a 
letter be addressed to the members of Parliament representing the 
City of Westminster asking them to support the action of the 
members for Camberwell in raising the above-mentioned question 
in the House of Commons at the consideration of the estimates for 
the Board of Trade. (2) That a communication be addressed to 
the Board of Trade stating that this Council is of opinion that prov. 
orders to electric supply companies should be so framed as to 
render it unlawful for companies having powers of supply in one 
district to combine for the prevention of competition.” 

HAMMERSMITH.—The B.C. on Wednesday resolved to increase 
the insurance ou the electricity station and contents from £20,000 


to £25,000. 


MARYLEBONE.—The B.C. has decided to apply to the Board of 
Trade for a license authorising the Council to supply electrical 
energy for pablic and private purposes within the borough. The 
object of the application is to enable the Council to borrow 
the sum needed for completing, under the arbitration award, the 
purchase of the Marylebone undertaking of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co. 

KzNsrsGTON.—On Tuesday the B.C. granted, under the usual 
р conditions, main extension applications by the Notting 

ill Electric Lighting Co., and the Kensington and Knightsbridge 
Electric Lighting Co. 
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Maidenhead.—The Thames Valley Launch Co. has applied 
to the Town Council to put in a motor transformer at their station 
at Boulter's Loch, to supply craft with electricity at 100 volts. It 
was resolved to do this, conditional upon the company agreeing to 
take a minimum supply of 6,000 units perannum, and to pay a rent 
of 73 per cent. upon the estimated capital outlay, £250. The 
Electromobile Co. wrote to the Town Council asking that housing 
accommodation should be provided for the cars when charging. 
and the electrical engineer reported that the business of charging was 
& growing and profitable one. It was decided to comply with the 
request. 


Malton.—At the last ordinary meeting of the U.D.C., 
it was stated that a letter had been received from the Board of 
Trade intimating that they would not disregard the protests of the 
Council against the delay of the Northern Counties Electricity 
Supply Co. in carrying out their contract for lighting Malton, and 
if some practical steps were not taken by the company within the 
next six months, the order granted them would be cancelled. 


Manchester. — A correspondent of the Manchester 
Courier draws attention to some anomalies produced by the present 
mode of charging for electricity for motive power. The scale of 
charges is as follows :— 

Рег unit. 
For less than 150 units per н.г. per quarter lid. 
For 150 units and below 200 per н.р. per qr. 13d. 


For 200 M^ 250 is 18d. 
For 250 " 300 i 14d. 
For 300 " 350 i lid. 
For 350 ы 400 " 14d. 
For 400 450 ^ lid. 


For 450 and upwards 1d. 


A little calculation will show that a consumer of 149 units per 
н.г. per quarter will pay for them £1 3s. 1d., whereas if he used 
150 units they would only cost him £1 1s. 103d. If he consumes 
199 unita the charge would be £1 9s., while for 200 he would only 
have to pay £1 7s. 1d. If his consumption increases and amounts 
to 299 unite, the cost will be £1 178. 5d., but by the benevolence of 
the Electricity Committee he can use 151 units more— viz., 450 
units at the extra cost of only 1d., viz., for £1 17s. 6d. Take the 
cases of four different consumers, each with 100 H.P., who use 
respectively (A) 299 units per H.P., (B) 300, (C) 400, and (D) 450. 
Their charges work out :— 


A. 29,900 units at 14d. ... £186 17 6 
В. 30,000 units at 18d. 17117 6 
C. 40,000 units at 13d. 187 10 0 
D. 45,000 units at 1d. 187 10 0 


It must be clear to everyone that a scale which makes the cost for 
29,900, 40,000, and 45,000 units practically identical must be unjust 
to somebody, and that somebody is the Electricity Department 
itself. 

The following recent particulars of the electrical undertaking are 
of interest: There are now 20 sub-stations, of which 12 are within 
the city and the remainder in the districts which the (Corporation 
have agreed to supply with current, The total length of mains 
at the end of the last financial year exceeded 288 miles of actual 
main and 633 miles of single cable (exclusive of servíce cable). The 
capital expenditure on mains amounts to £670,000. The area 
supplied by the present mains is approximately 18 square miles, but 
as the total area in which the Corporation have power to supply 
current will embrace 43 miles, the work of the department cannot 
yet be regarded as approaching completion. During the past 12 
months the units of electricity sold for lighting and power purposes 
were 9,352,000, and for traction purposes 7,986,000, a total of 
17,378,000. It is estimated that in the current year the total sales 
will reach 264 million units, and should that prove correct the 
Manchester Electricity Department will supply a greater quantity 
of electric energy than any other electricity undertaking in the 
kingdom. 


Mutford and Lothingland.—The Board of Guardians 


bas engaged Messrs. Barber & Croft, of Oulton, to prepare an esti- 
mate for installing the electric light and supplying current to the 
hospital. 


New Zealand.—The New Zealand Government intends 
to make use of a waterfall called the Huka Falls, ia North Island, 
for the purpose of generating electricity. A Swiss engineer from 
Berne has been engaged by the Colonial Government to construct 
а generating station on the falls. It is eatimated that sufficient power 
will be obtained to light the principal centres in the North Island 
and to supply power forthe tramway systems. 


Newark. — The electric light agreement between the Cor- 
poration and the Notts and Derbyshire Power Co. has been com- 
pleted. The company has refunded the Corporation all the 
expenses it had been put to, and has taken over the site pre- 
viously purchased by the Corporation for its own undertaking. 


North Wales.—The North Wales Power and Traction 
Co., Ltd., has been formed to utilise the water of the Jakes around 
Snowdon for the generation of electrical power, to work the 
partly-constructed railway from Portmadoc to Lake Goynant, for 
lighting Portmadoc, Criccieth and other towns, and for industrial 
purposes. Mr. S. B. Cottrell, of the Liverpool Overhead Railway 
Co., has reported on the scheme, and estimates a revenue of £19,000 
per year, without the profit on the surplus energy, which he con- 
ders should give further revenue of about 460.000. A share 

ital of £270,000 is to be offered for public subscription. 


Norwich.—(n the recommendation of the Electricity 
Committee it has been decided that the land-tax on the property of 
the undertaking, including the land known as Camden Yard, be 
redeemed at an estimated cost of £680 7s. 6d.; and the Finance 
Committee will be authorised to pay the required amount ont of the 
capital already raised on behalf of the undertaking. 

A fault in one of the Corporation electric light mains near St. 
Stephen's Plain caused considerable inconvenience to electricity 
consumers in the central portion of the city for about half an hour 
on the evening of the 28th ult. 


St. Albans,—Mr. E. MacGregor Duncan has been 
appointed consulting engineer to advise the Corporation of St. 
Albans in connection with its electric lighting undertaking. 


Southborough.—The U.D.C. has decided to oppose the 
application of the Southern District Electric Corporation for a 
prov. order to supply the town with electricity. The Council 


не to obtain a supply from either Tonbridge or Tunbridge 
ells. 


Stoketleming. — The Parish Council has decided to 
approach the Urban Electric Light Co., Dartmouth, with regard to 
their terms for lighting the village. 


Todmorden.—The B. of T. has postponed for a year 
the consideration of the revocation of the T.C.'s E.L. order. 

The electrical engineer (Mr. H. Waring) has been instructed to 
prepare sketch plans of a combination of electricity works with 
refuse destructor. 


Turkey.—An electrical power transmission plant is being 
put down in connection with the silver lead mines of the Société 
des Mines de Balia-Karaidin, Turkey. 


Walton-on-Thames.—The II. D. C. has decided to 
ascertain whether the Weybridge Electric Light (Co. is prepared 
to supply electricity to the town. 


West Bromwich.—As a result of tests during the last 
few months for the purpose of deciding which of the two illu- 
minants—gas or electricity —is the better for public lighting, the 
Highway (Committee recommends that electric lighting, by means 
of two 1,000-c.P. arc lamps on alternate poles, be adopted from 
Carter's Green to tbe Beeches Road, and the existing gas lamps 
removed. "The net cost will be £600 per annum. 


Wigston.— The E.L. Committee reported that it was 
arranging for a deputation to visit Melton Mowbray, aud also 
recommended the Council to authorise it to go to Fleetwood, 
Bt. Anne’s-on-Sea and Kendal, to inspect the electric light works 
at oe places, and to obtain further information for the use of the 
Council. 


Willesden.—The District Council at the last meeting 
sanctioned main extensions to the estimated cost of £2,448. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Batley,—The Corporation's abstract of accounts for the 
year ending March 31st last contains, for the first time, a tramway 
account. The Corporation have recently completed the construction 
of electric tramways in the borough, the official inspection of which 
took place last weck. As cars had not yet commenced to run, no 
revenue is shown. Up to the end of March the expenditure 
amounted to £28,489, representing wages, contracts, &c. The loans 
borrowed in respect of the tramways at the end of March amounted 
to £17,600. The electricity supply account is also a new one, and 
shows expenditure only. The works are now about completed, and 
the Corporation hopes to be in a position to supply electricity in the 
course of a few days. Up to March 31st last £14,295 had been 
paid out, £11,013 by expenditure during the past 12 months. 


Bradford.— Last week Joseph Drake, aged 62, a com- 
mercial traveller, sued the Mayor and Corporation of Bradford for 
damages in compensation for injories caused by а tramcar accident 
in Bradford. The amount claimed was 42,000, and the sum of 
£500 had been paid into court. 

On September lst, 1902, plaintiff took one of the Bradford cars, 
having its terminus at City Square. Instead of slowing down at a 
corner, the car was run at full apeed, with the result tbat the trolley 
pole came off the overhead wire, and became entangled with the 
wires. A wire broke and fell on to the car, and the plaintiff, who 
was sitting near the trolley pole, received a shock. There was no 
blow or impact by the pole or the wire, the injury to plaintiff's con- 
stitution being entirely due to the shock received. In consequence 
of tbe shock, plaintiff had to give up business, and had incurred 
considerable expense in doctor’s fees and enforced holidays at the 
gea-side. 

Asked as to the nature of his suffering at the present time, plaintiff 
said he suffered from nervousness and want of sleep. He always felt 
as if he was drunk, and he had also a pain in one eide and one leg, 
and his foot was numb. 

Dr. Johnson and Dr. Campbell gave evidence as to the plaintiff's 
condition. Both witnesses concurred in the opinion that the shock 
had resulted in slight cerebral hemorrhage, which would produce a 
certain unsteadiness in motion, numbness in the limbs, &c. 

The driver of the car, in his evidence, denied that the car was going 
at ajgreat (Speed. The, trolley pole came off the wire at a janction, 
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and striking one of the arms of a standard, pulled the trolley 
stanchion over. gs 

Dr. Lodge and Dr. Jessop, who had examined plaintiff, said he 
was suffering from kidney disease. The affection of the kidaeys 
was in no way connected with any shock or fright. A shock such 
as this could not produce cerebral hemorrbage unless the brain was 


Р The jury found for the plaintiff, and assessed the damages at 


BirkdaTe.—The new “ Demi" car which was inspected 
by Major Druitt, of the Board of Trade, on 29th uli., when he 
inspected the Trafalgar Road extension of half a mile, is estimated 
to be worked at a cost of 21d. a mile. It is the first car of its 
kind in this country, one man being able to fulfil the duties 
of both driver and conductor. The passenger, on entering, puts a 
penny in the slot, and the driver raises a bar which stops the current 
temporarily. Passengers have to enter and leave by the one door 
at the front of the car. Major Druitt said he highly approved of 
the new car. 


 Birkenhead.—New tramway offices which have been 
erected by the Birkenhead Corporation at a cost of £3,355, were 
formerly opened on Tuesday afternoon by the Mayor of Birkenhead, 
Dr. R. Owen Morris. Prior to the opening of the building, 
members of the T.C. met at the Woodside Ferry terminus, and 
taking their seats on two decorated electric cars, were conveyed 
over the different routes and to the generating stations, aud ulti- 
mately to the new offices, where, after the formal opening of the 
building, dinner was served. After dinner it was stated that during 
the two years of their existence the tramways had paid all working 
expenses, interest and sinking fund, and the Committee had put by 
about £7,000 towards depreciation and renewals. Whereas in 1901 
the average number of passengers carried weekly was 163,000, last 
year the average was 210,000, and the weekly receipts grew from 
about £1,000 to £1,100 per week. They hoped to increase their 
profits this year by another £5,000. 


Glasgow.—The ninth annual report by the Tramways 
Committee of the Glasgow Corporation was issued at the end of 
last week. The report inclades an abstract statement of revenue 
and expenditure for the year ending May 31st, 1903, together with 
the capital expenditure account and balance-sheet. The account of 
the year's working shows that tbe revenue amounted, to £656,572, 
and the working expenses, including depreciation, to £431,870, 
leaving a gross balance of £224,702. "The revenue of the previous 
year was £614,413, and the working expenses, &c., £405,103, leaving 
a gross balance of £209,310. This year's gross balance thus shows 
an increase of £15,392. The gross balance of £224,702 has been 
applied in meeting interest and sinking fund, &c., on the cost of the 
Govan and Ibrox tramways, interest oa capital, sinking fund and 
annual payment to the Common Good ; these payments amounting 
in all to £124,425. The net balance remaining amounted to 
£100,977, out of whico an extra payment of £10,000 has been 
made to the common good. On account of the high rates prevailing 
for electrical material during the period of construction, £40,000 
had been written off the cost of feeder cables and overhead equip- 
ment. £25,000 had been written off the cost of buildings originally 
constructed for horse traction. The balance, amounting to £25,277, 
had been added to the general reserve fund. The revenue account, 
although £40,974 in excess of the previous year, worked 
out at 47d. per car-mile less. Тһе working expenses, 
however, showed a decrease of 31d. per car-mile. The 
total borrowing powers granted to date amount to £2,043,198, 
of which £1,889,312 has been exercised. The gross capital expendi- 
ture of the system amonnts to £2,754,855, and the actual capital 
expenditure to £2,129,512. The average number of street miles of 
lines open for traffic is 119, while the population served by the 
tramways (city and suburbs) is 1,000,000. The sinking fund has 
been increased by £43,294 Os. 7d. The car-mileage for the year was 
14,008,750, and per car per day 9678. The number of cars 
operated per day per mile of single track was 3:36, and the average 
cars in use per 16-hour day were 399:58. The passengers carried were 
177,179,549, the average traffic revenue per car-mile was 11 19d., 
and the average total revenue per car-mile 11 25d. The average 
working expenses per car-mile, including depreciation, were 7:40d. 
The average fare charged per mile was 45d., the average fare per 
passenger ‘88d, and the average number of passengers per car-mile 
1264. The percentage of working expenses to receipts was 46: 35d. 
During the year 134 miles of track were opened. The total length of 
tramways, including the foregoing extension, owned and leased by 
the Corporation amounts to 644 miles, 4 miles of which only is leased. 
The only addition to the electrical plant was at Coplawhill sub- 
station, where an extension was made to the switchboard for the 
purpose of dealing with the energy supplied to the Electricity 
Department of the Corporation. The total cost of repairs to the 
power plant and sundry machinery during the year was £4,250. 
Та addition, £20,555 was charged against revenue to meet deprecia- 
tion. The total number of electric cars in stock is 611. This 
includes 120 of the old horse cars, which have been electrically 
equipped. At present 70 additional cars are in course of construc- 
tion; 100 cars have been fitted with the Westinghouse electro- 
magnetic track brake, under an arrangement by which all the cars 
will be fitted with these brakee ‘if the first 100 prove satisfactory 
after 12 months’ trial. The total cost of inspection and repair of 
cars at the car-sheds and workshops throughout the year was 
£27,530, and a farther sum of £25,087 was charged against revenue 
to meet depreciation. | | 


Heavy Woollen District.—Major Druitt, R.E., last 
week formally the electric tramways in Batley, an exten- 
sion of the British Bilectric Traction Co.’s system from Millbridge 


(Heckmondwike) to Hightown (Liversedge), and a further exten- 
sion of the company's system from the Dewsbury boundary through 
Ravensthorpe to the Mirfield boundary. The lines at Batley have 
been constructed by the Corporation and leased to the British 
Electric Traction Co., who now control all the tramways in the 
Heavy Woollen District. There are now through lines from Dews- 
bury to Cleckheaton, Thornhill and Ravensthorpe, in addition to 
about five miles of track in the Borough of Batley, which are con- 
nected with the Dewsbury and Spen Valley system. The cars havo 
not yet arrived for the Batley lines, but it is expected that until 
these are received Spen Valley cars will be brought into service. 
An accident happened to one of the two trial cars at Batley. Going 
down Purlwell Lane, the front car, which had slowed down, was 
run into by the second car, and both'were damaged. The driver 
of the first car was knocked down and his collar-bone broken. Mr. 
O. J. Kirby, borough surveyor, of Batley, who was standing near the 
cars after the collision, was knocked down by a passing trap and 
slightly injured. 


Halifax.—The T.C. has instruoted the borough engineer 
to proceed with the extension of the tramways from Hove Edge 
to Brighouse (nearly two miles), at an estimated cost of 
£10,378 138. 9d. | 


Hudderstield.—A new system of merit stripes, devised 
by Mr. H. N. Thomas, the general manager, has been introduced on 
the electric tramways, with the unanimous approval of the men. 
No employé is to be granted a stripe until he has given entire satis- 
faction for two years. In order that merit could be rewarded in 
beginners, all new conductors would start at 5d. an hour, rising by 
the end of 18 months to 520. ; and at the end of two years’ service 
they would obtain a merit stripe carrying with it 2d. per day 
extra pay. New motormen would start at 6d.per hour,rising in 
12 months to 64d. ; and at the end of two years’ satisfactory service 
they would obtain a merit stripe with 2d. per day extra pay. Under 
the old system, beginners started at the maximum pay, and 
no opportunity existed for rewarding meritorious service. 


Lancaster.—At a meeting of the Lancaster T.C. on 
Wednesday, July 29th, it was decided to refer back the proposal of 
the Tramways Committee to construct a new route past the Castle 
Btation to Lime Road, returning through the business portion 
of the town to the terminus in Dalton Square. The scheme was 
estimated by Mr. Tester, the electrical engineer, to cost £13,100, 
irrespective of cars. Mr. Alderman Bell, who proposed the suc- 
cessful amendment, said that the tramways were costing more tha: - 
the revenue justified. In order to widen Bowerham Lane £1 061 
was being spent, and it had also been decided to double the line 
from Thurnham House (the tram offices) to the Pointer, which is the 
first halfpenny stage, at a cost of £1,610. The traffic returns for the 
past month showed that 71,846 passengers had been carried over the 
Scotforth route, the receipts being £261, and 40,707 over the Park 
route, producing £195. He estimated that unless there was a big 
increase in the number of passengers to the Park they would have 
& loss. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—A_ burn-out took 
place on the railway between the Prince’s Dock and Pier Head 
stations on Wednesday last week, due to a short-circuit in a con- 
troller, and resulted in a temporary stoppage of the traffic. No 
harm was done; the passengers left the train and walked back to 
the station. The local papers were as usual greatly upset, 
as may be gathered from the following eloquent pas- 
sages :—" The driver of the train and another official in 
uniform deserve the utmost credit, especially the former, who 
remained in his place—a mere box—until all immediate danger was 
past, notwithstanding that flames were hissing and belching forth 
repeatedly.” The chief of the brigade arrived in a hansom cab, 
and at once superintended the operations, which even after his 
arrival were sufficiently startling when the current was turned on, 
and afforded the hundreds of spectators in the street a view of 
flaming volte, which gave a vivid idea of how easily a terrible 
tragedy might have been enacted.” Terrible, indeed! !—terrible 
nonsense. | 


Liverpool—Southport.—The work of installing the 
conductor rails from Southport to Liverpool in the electrification of 
the L. and Y. Railway is rapidly nearing completion, and the gene- 
rating stations are almost ready for the macbinery. At present the 
service between Liverpool and Southport is every 15 minutes; it 
is probable that with the electric trains there will be a service every 
eight minutes. The chief generating station is at Formby, and sub- 
stations are being erected at Birkdale and Seaforth. 


London.—LrwisuaAM.—.As a preliminary to resuming 
negotiations with the L. C. C., the B.C. has rescinded a resolution 
refusing to contribute to the cost of the street widenipgs which 
would be rendered necesssry by the proposed tramway extensions. 


L.B. & S.C. Railway.—The chairman of the I.. B. & S. C. 
Railway recently stated that the board of directors was actively 
pursuing its inquiry into the subject of electric traction, and a Com- 
mittee had been appointed for its special consideration. The 
problem is a very difficult one so far as this railway is concerned, 
by reason of the complication of lines and the intermixing of main 
and local, or fast and slow, traffic. It is necessary for the board to 
be assured that electrical traction will be a success from its com- 
mercial as well as its mechanical aspect; it is, therefore, advisable 
to proceed with caution. 


Manchester.— The annual report of the Tramways Depart- 
ment of the Corporation, just issued, is an interesting document, 
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The traffic revenue for the year amounted to the sum of £306,250 ; 
there was received for rent of lines, £11,234, and other small items of 
revenue, amounting to £476, brought up the total gross income of 
the department to £317,960, as compared with £111,308 in the 
preceding year. The increase is accounted for by the greater 
length of tramways now in operation. In March, 1902, there were 
open for traffic 20} miles of single track. Between that date and 
Marcb, 1903, several new routes were opened, including those on 
the southern side of the city, making tbe total length of single 
track over 774 miles. The working and other expenses of the past 
year amounted to £193,989, against £64,689. The balance, being 
бои profit, was £123,971—a leap, іп 12 months, from £46,619. 

ith bank interest, &c., added, the sum available is £126,567, of 
which £39,968 is appropriated to interest on mortgage debt, &c. ; 
£3,545 for rent of lines leased; £30,000 is handed over to the City 
fund, in relief of rates, and £39,551 is set aside for reserve, renewals 
and depreciation. In 1901-2 the total cost of working, per car-mile, 
was 8:10d.; last year it was only 695d. The cost of electric 
energy rose from 1°45d. per car-mile, ia 1901-2, to 1:944. in 
1902-3. Traffic expenses have, however, fallen. The total per 
car-mile last year was 3:53d., as against 4 24d. in the previous year. 
Management expenses have fallen from 1:80d. per car-mile to 
075d. Repairs and maintenance cost slightly more last year than 
in 1901-2, the total charges under these heads being in 1902-3 73d., 
against 61d. The total car-mileage run between March, 1902, and 
March, 1903, was 6,382,036; the number of passengers carried 
during the 12 months was 66,849,457 ; and the average receipte per 
car-mile werel11°52d. The year's working has been so successful 
that the Committee felt justified in making a revision of the fares 


on most of the routes favourable to the public. The fare to Heaton — 


Park, Manchester's latest and most extensive public playground, ie 
reduced from 23d. to 2d. The distance from the centre of the city 
to the park is about five miles. The weekly traffic receipts average 
over £12,000, and the number of passengers carried is nearly 24 
millions. 

An important extension of the tramway system is in progress. 
It consists of a new route to connect the northern and southern рог 
tions of the city. Commencing at Newton Heath it will proceed by 
way of Pottery Lane, Openshaw. and Gorton Lane, to Reddish, 
where a junction will be formed with the existing lines on the 
Manchester and Stockport road. Ready access will thus be given 
to either of those towns, to a large outlying population. 


Manchester—Liverpool High-speed Railway.— The 
directors announced last week that the number of applications 
received for shares would not justify them in going to allotment. 
The capital required is £2,100,000. A large number of applications 
was received from small investors, but no application exceeded 
£1,060, and it is evident that capitalists have fought shy of the 
venture. It is not, however, intended to abandon the issue, and 
cheques will not be retarned unless they are asked for. It is 
hoped that sufficient capital may yet be forthcoming to carry out 
this important experiment, which, if successful, would be of great 
benefit to the electrical industry. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. — The Corporation Tramways 
Committee has, subject to the approval of the T.C., decided to 
increase the salaries of tramway officials as uuder:—Mr. Le Rossig- 
nol, general manager, from £750 to £1,000 per annum ; Mr. Confer, 
traffic manager, by £100 a year; Mr. Fleming, assistant manager, 
from £200 to £250 per annum; Mr. Easten, chief c'erk, by £50 a 
year. 


Nottingham.—Complaints having been made from time 
to time to the Corporation about the slow paoe made by the electric 
tramvars, the authorities are endeavouring to induce the B. of T. to 
allow them to increase the pace in various parte of the city. The 
maximum speed hitherto allowed varies from 4 to 10 miles an 
hour, and it is now desired that on certain routes, such as Basford 
and Balwell, Sherwood and Lenton, the cars should be permitted 
to reach a maximum of 12 miles an hour. These are all wide 
thoroughfares, with very little vehicular traffic. It is pointed out 
that the limite were recently increased at Bradford by a couple of 
miles all round, and that in some towns cars are permitted to travel 
on certain routes at 14 or 15 miles an hour. 

With the opening of the Market Street and Hartley Road 
gections the Corporation brought to completion the whole of the 
electric tramways for which it obtained Parliamentary powers in 
the first instance, excepting a short length of line in Wells Road, 
which there i8 no present intention of constructing, the rate of 
development in that district not yet warrantiag the undertaking. 
Under the powers which it obtained in the second instance the 
Corporation has yet to construct the lines along Forest Road and 
London Road, but these are not to be taken in hand at present. 
The opening of the Market Btreet line bas enabled the Corpora- 
tion to make & number of important alterations in the general 
tramway service in the city. 


Oldham.—The В. of T. has given the T.C. permission 
to borrow £79,969 for tramway purposes. In all £100,000 was 
applied for, but the B. of T. refused to sanction £21,084 for side 
paving. 


Paisley.—The agreement between the Puisley Tramways 
Co. and Mr. W. M. Murphy for the purchase of the present horse 
system has been signed. One of the conditions is that the purchase 
price is to be paid within two months. In a letter sent by Mr. 
H. F. Parshall, London, one of the promoter's consulting engineers, 
to Mr. Parkinson, Paisley electrical engiaeer, he states that in his 
opinion part of the new lines will be open for traffic by the end of 
March next, and the whole system by June following. 


Wolverhampton.—4A meeting of the T.C. was held on 
Saturday last, at which there was a long and unpleasant wrangle 
respecting the continued unsatisfactory condition of the town as 
regards the tramways. The discussion arose on an attempt by 
Councillor Dickenson to “draw” the Tramways Committee as to 
the position of the so-called negotiations between the Corporation 
and the Lorain Co. In the course of tbe discussion one or 
two facts were gleaned. One was that at no time since the 
differences between the Corporation and the company had arisen 
had the latter made any overtures to the Corporation either in 
Wolverhampton or in London. On the other hand, the company 
had always insisted that proposals should come from the Corpora- 
tion, and that they should be in writing—so Alderman Gibbons, one 
of the sub-committee appointed to meet the company, stated. It 
was also elicited that before anything further can be e towards 
a settlement of the matters in dispute, the agent of the company in 
Wolverhampton (Mr. Wetmore) will have to pay a visit to America 
for consultation with the company. It is probably in view of this 
visit that Mr. Wetmore was one day last week, in company with the 
deputy-chairman of the Tramways Committee (Alderman Craddock) 
and the Corporation electrical engineer (Mr. Shawfield), examining 
the track and the contact boxes. It was further elicited in the 
discussion that during the last month (April) for which a statement 
of the working of the electric tramways had been submitted to the 
Committee, there had been a loss of £150. It was suggested that 
the Tramways Committee—which had not met for a month— 
should be called together to consider the whole situation. 
Councillor Jones, however, said he did not think it was any use 
calling on the Tramways Committee, who, he declared, ought to have 
“the sack,” and a fresh Committee be appointed. Alderman Craddock 
protested against such silly talk; and Alderman Mander (the 
chairman of the Tramways Committee) protested, on the other 
hand, against receiving instructions. He had already, he said, had 
sufficient instructions. Finally, it was decided, by 14 votes to 7, 
that the Tramways Committee be called together, with instructions 
to establish communication with the outeide districte without delay, 
and that a special meeting of the Council be held early in Septem- 
ber to deal with the Committee's report. The month of August, it 
may be stated, is always regarded asa holiday month, and meetings 
of the Corporation are not held. It may also be pointed out that 
it was on May 20th that the Council passed the resolution in favour 
of throwing over the Lorain Co. Nearly three months bave elapsed 
since then, and nothing has been done to carry out the decision of 
the Council, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


International Conference on Wireless Telegraphy. 
—The conference was opened at Berlin on Tuesday last by Herr 
Kraetke, Imperial Secretary of State for the German Post Office, 
who alluded to the importance of wireless telegraphy at sea, and 
said that it was the result of the labours of many scientific inves- 
tigators. The object of the conference was to clear the way for the 
free expansion of the system for the common benefit of all who use 
the sea, by the harmonious co-operation of the various Governments 
concerned. The proceedings are being conducted in private. 


The Telephone and Truth.—The Daily Neis reports 
a discussion at the Leeds Assizes between Mr. Justice Grantham 
and King's Counsel, as to conversations alleged to have taken place 
over the telephone. The Judge: The telephone is often the biggest 
liar out.—Mr. Tindal Atkinson: I don't think it is the telephone, 
my Lord.—The Judge: The conflict of evidence revealed during 
these Assizes as between one man at one end of the telephone and 
the other at the other end is most extraordinary. 

We offer our respectful sympathy to his Lordship. 


Wine Testing by Telephone.—According to the Daily 
Telegraph, M. Maneuvrier, Assistant-Director of the Laboratory of 
Researches of the Paris Faculty of Sciences, has discovered an in- 
fallible method of ascertaining by the use of the telephone how 
much agiven quantity of wine has been watered! The principle 
on which the invention rests is the variable conductivity of different 
liquids, notably of wine and water, the method of trial being 
apparently founded on Kohlrausch's test. The apparatus works as 
follows :—Two vessels, one containing wine known to Ъз pure, the 
other the wine to be tested, are employed. The telephone is in 
connection with both liquids. If the sample of wine under observa- 
tion is as pure as the standard used for comparison no sound is 
heard ; if, ou the contrary, it contains water, the tell-tale telephone 
" gpeaks," and the greater the proportion of water the louder the 
instrument complains. A dial on which a number of figures are 
marked is connected with the telephone. To ascertain the pro- 
portion of water in the wine tested, the operator moves a hand 
on the dial until the telephone relapses into silence. The hand 
has thus been brought to a certain figure on the dial, corresponding 
to which is found the exact proportion of water contained in the 
quantity of wine. М. Maneuvrier's invention can, he says, be 


: easily applied to the testing of many other liquids, and even solida, 


which may be adulterated by the addition of foreign matter pos- 
sessing а conductivity different to that of the original substance, 


(Continued on page 227.) 
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LOWESTOFT MUNICIPAL ELECTRICAL 
TRAMWAYS, 


THE opening of the T.owestoft electrical tramways adds one 
more to the many instances of pnblic enterprise in the 
provision of up-to-date facilities for the local travelling 
public, and in this particular case, as in the neighbouring, 
and, to some extent, rival town of Yarmouth, there is little 
doubt but that, as time goes on, they will prove exceedingly 
popular, both with the residents and with visitors. 

Local tramway history commenced in August, 1898, when 
the Town Council received a proposal from ч syndicate for 


the constraction of the East Anglian Light Railways, which 


agreed to purchase the company's powers for the proposed 
line to Kessinglund. LE 

The route which was opened on July 22nd consists 
of one length running through the main street, from the 
northern boundary to the southern boundary, some 31 miles 
in length, which, if the extension to Kessingland is carried 
out, will be extended 3) miles ‘farther from the southern 
boundary. There is also а branch from the centre of the 
town route, up the Denmark Road, passing the railway 
station, and leading to the car depót at the electricity and 
destructor works in Rotterdam Road. 

The total route length is approximately 54 miles, of which 
14 miles ure double track, and the route is practicilly level 


INTERIOR OF ENGINE House, SHOWING NEw GENERATORS, BALANCER AND I RACTION SWITCHBOARD, 


would link together the towns of Caister, Great Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft und Southwold, and the Council agreed to 
support the application to the Light Railway Com- 
missioners for sanction to construct the railway from Caister 
through Lowestoft to Kessingland, subject to a suitable 
agreement in regard to road maintenance being arrived ut. 
Subseque :t negotiations, however, led to a difference of 
opinion between the company and the Corporation, resulting 
in opposition by the latter, which was eventually withdrawn 
on the satisfactory arrangement of terms for the construction 
or purchase by the Council, and а subsequent lease to the com- 
pany for a term of years. As the Board of Trade declined 
to entertain the incorporation of this agreement in the 
light railway order, further negotiations took place, ending 
in the Council obtaining powers and constructing and 
working the tramways itself, and the Council has further 


throughout. Advantage was taken of the temporary 


upheaval of the streets to carry out various building 
improvements alor g the routes. ' 


The contractors for the permanent way were Messrs. 


. Wimpey & Co. For the track-work a gauge of 8 ft. 6 in. has 


been adopted, similar to that at Yarmouth; the rails, which 
are of the usual girder type, weigh 100 lbs. per yard and are 
in 60 ft. lengths. They were supplied by Messrs. Penny 
and Co., agents for the Société Anonyme de Marcinelle et 
Couillet, Charleroi, Belgium, the manufacturers. All the 
special work, junctions, points, crossings, &c., including 
those at the car-sheds, were supplied by: Messra, Hadfield’s, 
Sheffield, and are made of their patent manganese steel, u 
specially hard and tough metal, the valuable properties of 
which have been recognised universally by tramway engi- 
neers. For the passing places and special junctions the 
F 
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points are 12 ft. 3 in. long, and 100 ft. radius. The cross- 
ings are 8 ft. 6 in. long, angle 1 in 6, and the car-shed 
pointe are 6 ft. 6 in. long, with a radius of 42 ft. 

A special feature of the track-work is the Waveney Road 
Junction, and the London Road railway crossing—whiich 
were erected complete at Messrs. Hadfield’s in the first 
instance. The bulk of the crossings are of the compound 
type, ав many as threc and five crossings being in one man- 


CooPER,& HOWARD SMITH'Ss ANCHOR JOINT. 


ganese steel casting; this arrangement 
produces an exceedingly rigid job, and 
diminishes the {number of joints which 
would otherwise be required. Messrs. 
Cooper & Howard Smith’s anchor and 
intermediate joints have been used 
throughout. 

The track has been electrically bonded 
with 0000 S.W.G. Columbia bonds, 
and is  croes-bonded every 40 yds. 
The paving adopted consists of basaltic 
lava and granite blocks, laid on.a bad of 
concrete 6 їп. deep, and grouted in with 
bitumen and cement. Some 4,000 tons of 
basaltic lava blocks are used between the 
rails, and 800 tons of granite for the 
margins. "The former material, like wood, 
is comparatively noiseless, and possesses 
non-slipping qualities. 

The overhead construction has been 
carried out by Мевагв, Rot rt W. Blackwell 
and Co., Ltd. 


VIEW OF THE CaR-SHED AND QENBBATING STATION. 


The whole of the work is of the side bracket construction, 
the brackets themselves being of neat and substantial design. 
The attachments to trolley wire are of flexible suspension 
type, with double insulation of the well-known “ Aetna ” 
material throughout. 

The poles are of the usual three-section type, two sizes 
being used; No. 1, 5 in., 6 in. and 7 in. diameter, and 
No. 2, 6 in., 7 in. and 8 in. The bracket arms vary in 
length from 10 ft. 6 in. to 18 ft., of 23 in. diameter steel 
tabing, and in common with the whole of the overhead 
material are of British manufacture. 

The trolley wire is double throughout, of hard drawn 
copper “872 in. in diameter or 000 S.W.G. Tensile strength 
24 tons per square inch. 


Generally the whole may be considered an example of 
first-class English construction. 

The work calling for special note iu connection with the 
system is no doubt the surmounting of the difficulties put 
upon the undertaking by reason of the swing bridge across 
the harbour, situated almost exactly in she centre of the 
town. The whole of the work on and in the neighbourhood 
of the.swing bridge has been speciully designed, and has had 
to meet with the approval of the Board of Trade as well as 
of the Great Eastern Railway Co., who control the bridge 
and harbour. 

The special work applies both to the permanent way and 
to the electrical equipment. A shallow section of rail has 
been employed for the bridge, fixed to the ironwork of the 
bridge and electrically bonded thereto, and the greatest care 
has been taken to secure alignment of the bridge rails with 
the track on either side. In this connection a mechanical 
device is employed, interlocking with the hydraulic levers 
operating the bridge. 

Considerable ingenuity has been displayed in the arrange 
ment of 'the electrical connections on the swing bridge. The 


SPECIAL TRACK-WORK FOR THE LONDON Roan RAILWAY CROSSING. 


latter is about 40 ft. long, and is worked 
by hydraulic power. It is in constant 
use, especially during the fishing season, 
when a good deal of shipping is entering 
and leaving the harbour. In operation 
the bridge is tilted to clear the supporting 
wedges, and then rotated through a right 
angle on a pivot fixed about one-third 
from one end. In order to clear the 
rigging of boats the poles supporting the 
overhead conductors are placed some dis- 
tance from the bridge, necessitating con- 
siderable overhanging on the equipment 
of the bridge itself. This has been 
accomplished by the use of aluminium 
conductors of T section, the overhanging 
end being supported by a light steel 
framework. 

Specially designed contact pieces pro- 
vide а continuous running surface over 
the bridge when it is closed, and in 
accordance with Board of Trade regula- 
tions, the power is automatically cut off 
from the conductors on the bridge as 
soon as it tilts to open. The current is at the same time 
cut off from the trolley wire some distance on each side of 
the bridge, the distance being so great that it is impossible 
for a car to reach the bridge by means of its own momentum 
when the bridge is open. | 

The contract for the feeder cables was placed with Messrs, 
Callender’s Cable Co., who also supplied the cables under the 
lighting contract. 

The traction feeders are lead-sheathed, of 2, 15 and °1 
sq. in. in section, the negative feeder being 4 sq. in. in 
section, The majority of the feeders are drawn into 
stoneware ducta, laid in the centre of the track, and provided 
with manholes at suitable distances. The feeder cable 
which supplies the north end of the town follows a cross- 


Vol. 53. No. 1,341, Асаоэт 7, 1903 ] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


225 


road from the generating station, and is laid on the solid 
system in creosoted wood troughing. The cables are led 
into section pillars, supplied by Messrs. Callender, from 
which the overhead line is fed at the usual half-mile sections. 
The cable work for maintaining the rail circuit under the 
harbour required special consideration, as it had been 
found that the original lighting cables laid in tbe mud 


VIEW OF THE SWING BRIDGE AND SPECIAL OVERHEAD WORK. 


at the bottom of the harbour were 
unreliable, owing to their sustaining 
mechanical injury through the movement 
of the shipping. This section of the 
work was eventually undertaken by Mr. 
G. A. Bruce, the resident electrical en- 
gineer, and the cables are drawn into a 
steel pipe, fitted internally with a wooden 
divider of star section, each cable lying 
in its own compartment, and so giving 
every facility for withdrawal and renewal 
when necessary. The cables are connected 
to a switch and test board on either side 
of the harbour. 

Mr. Bruce is to be congratulated on 
having successfully “ engineered” his 
scheme at a cost far below that of the 
lowest tenderer. 

The contract for the rolling stock 
was placed with the British Westinghouse 
Co., two types of car being adopted. 
There are 11 double-deck and four single- 
deck cars, the trucks and bodies for which 
were supplied by Messrs. Milnes & Co., 
Hadley. The double-deck cars have a 
seating capacity of 48 passengers, 22 in- 
side and 26 out; they are provided with 
sliding windows, twin doors, and reverse 
stairways. The trucks are of Milnes stan- 
dard rigid wheel-base type, and the cars are 
fitted with both wheel, slipper and elec- 
trically-controlled brakes. The overall length is 33 ft. 6 in. 
and the greatest width 6 ft. 7 in. The single-deck cars are 
of the composite type, seating 38 passengers, 26 in the 
closed compartment and six in each of the end compart- 
ments. The closed compartment is arranged in the centre 
of the car, and is provided with reversible transverse seats ; 
the end compartments are enclosed on one side by a fixed 
window and on the other by an ornamental wrought-iron 
grille. These cars are mounted on trucks of the Milnes 
maximum traction type, and, as in the double-deck cars, three 
types of brake are provided. In both types of car electric 
light and bells are installed, and destination indicators of the 
roller blind type are provided. 
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The electrical equipments are of the British Westinghouse 
Co.s standard type, the controllers being of the series- 
parallel type with magnetic blow-out, and the motors having 
a normal output of 26 H P. there being two on each car. 
Westinghouse canopy switches, lightning arresters, and 
automatic circuit-breakers are also provided. The cars 
are fitted with electric headlights, and enclosed trolley 

standards, Tidswell’s life-guards and col- 
lapsible gates to the platforms. 

An electrical track sweeper of Messrs. 
Brecknell, Munroe & Roger’s make is also 
provided for scavenging the track. 

The new car depót adjoins the elec- 
tricity and refuse destructor works in 
Rotterdam Road, and forms the present 
terminus of the Denmark Road route. 
The building is constructed in red brick 
with stone facings, and was erected by 
Mr. A. G. Beckett, of Oulton Broad, to 
the design of Mr. J. Roberts, of Lowes- 
toft, architect under Mr. Hawtayne, the 
consulting engineer. 

Accommodation is provided for 15 cars 
and the track sweeper. There are four 
tracks partly supported on pillars, with a 
view to providing facility for examination 
and repairs from underneath. ^ Repairing 
shops, fitted with suitable machinery, and 
accommodation for the men are also pro- 

. vided. The car entrance to the sheds is 
provided with steel rolling doors. 

The generating station, which the 
advent of the tramways has had the 
effect of completely filling, was opened 
in 1901, when some 225 Kw. of plant was 
installed. — At the present time this has 
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VIEW ALONG THE LON DON. ROAD Souru, SWING ТҮРЕ or DOUBLE- 


DECK Four-WHEEL CAR. 


been increased to 1,575 KW., or 1,900 KW. on emergency 
load. 

The boiler house plant consists of four Babcock and 
Wilcox boilers, each capable of evaporating 5,600 lbs. of 
water per hour, and having a working pressure of 160 lbs. 
per square inch and one  Musgrave dryback marine 
boiler (on order) capable of evaporating 12,500 lbs. of 
water per hour. Superheaters are provided on the 
large and two of the smaller boilers, capable of raising 
the temperature of the steam by 100° to 120. Injectors 
are fitted to all the boilers, and one electrical and 
two steam pumps are provided for boiler-feeding purposes. 
A motor-driven Green economiser is also provided. A 
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Wheeler condenser of 400 HP. is installed in conjunc- 
tion with a Wheeler-Barnard fan-draught cooling tower, the 
fau being driven by a Westinghouse motor, and a 
further 1,000-H.P. condensing plant is being installed 
by Messrs. Bertrams, with a Klein forced-draught cooling 
tower. 

The generating sete are of the high-speed enclosed type, 
by various makers, direct-coupled to compound-wound gene- 
rators, each of which is provided with a switch for cutting 
out the series winding when used on the lighting circuits. 

The plant consists of one 75-Kw. generator coupled to a 
Musgrave engine, running at 400 revolutions per minute ; one 
150-KW. generator, with Musgrave engine, running at 
330 revolutions per minute; one 250-Kw. generator, with 
Browett-Lindley engine, running at 350 revolutions per 
minute; one 550-Kw. generator coupled to a Willans com- 
pound three-crank engine running at 230 revolutions per 
minute ; and a similar sized generator coupled to a Browett- 
Lindley two-crank compound engine rnnning at 230 revolu- 
tions per minute. | 

The two sets last named are the latest additions to the 
station. The Willans engine is their 3 T size, rated at about 
730 B. H.P., the high-pressure cylinders being 18:9 in. and 
the low-pressure 32:3 in. in diameter, with a stroke of 
13°4in. The Browett-Lindley engine has cylinders (high 
pressure) 22} in. and (low pressure) 36 in. in diameter, with 
a stroke of 18 in., 
the engine being 
fitted with an auto- 
expansion governor, 
and on test gave a 
steam consumption 
of 24:2 lbs. steam 
per kilowatt-hour, 
full load, condens- 


ing; 25 lbs. at 
1-load and 27:8 lbs. 
at 4-load. The 


generators for these 
sets are by the 
B. T. H. Co., and the 
smaller one will 
eventually be re- 
placed by one 
similar to the larger 
machine, having 
eight poles, and a 
Blot-wound arma- 
ture mounted on a 
cast-iron spider. 

Theoriginal light- 
ing switchboard and 
the new panels, two 
being generator 
panels, and the re- 
mainder for control- 
ling the balancer, 
oceupy a gallery at theendof the station, Оп an extension at 
the side is mounted the traction board, which consists of white 
marble panels; one contains throw-over and equalising 
switches, three are feeder panels, provided with ammeters, 
circuit breakers and single-pole Q.B. switches, one is a load 
panel with ammeters and voltmeters of the Weston type, and 
the usual Board of Trade panel completes the board. 

The original set of balancers and boosters, consisting of 
four machines coupled, of 18 KW. capacity, was supplied by 
the British Thomson- Houston Co.; this has been 
supplemented by & further set, supplied by the British 
Westinghouse Co., consisting of two outer 40-Kw. and one 


central 80-Kw. multipolar machines mounted on the ваше 


spindle, and running st 800 r.p.m. 
This machine can be used (1) as a motor balancer, with 
the central machine across the outers, and the end machines 


across the three-wire system; (2) with the central machine 


cut out and the end machines as motor and generator 
according to balance; (3) the outer machines running on 
the three-wire system as motors, and driving the central 
machine as a generator for traction purposes at light loads ; 
(4) the reverse of the previous arrangement—at periods of 
light load in the lighting department ; (5) similar to No. 8, 
with the central machine feeding the traction side in 
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY Dress. 


parallel with a small traction generator, not capable of over- 
loads ; (6) the reverse of the previous operation—the outer 
machines being geueratore, and balancing and feeding into 
the lighting system. Both the motor balancers are con- 
trolled from the lighting switchboard. 

Some idea of the enterprise shown in carrying out the 
scheme muy be formed when it is borne in mind that a com- 
mencement was not made till March 11th, 1903, the whole 
of the work, excepting a few details, being completed by the 
end of June. 

The official inspection of the electrical equipment was 
made on July 16th and of the track on July 21st, the 
Board of Trade expressing their complete approval of all the 
arrangements. 

In both the sub-committee and the general committee a 
good start was made by the chairman, Mr. L. F. Orde, who 
happens to be mayor this year. He has devoted a consider- 
able amount of time, both to the technical points and to the 
general details, and has done an immense amount for the 
municipal undertaking. | 

The whole of the contracts for the tramways and street 
widenings have been executed under the supervision of Mr. 
W. C. C. Hawtayne, the consulting engineer, Mr. W. Beer 
looking after the permanent way design, and Mr. B. S. Aldis 
being clerk of the works. For Messrs. Wimpey & Co., the 
contractors for the permanent way, Mr. J. F. Tyler acted as 
resident engineer, 
and Mr. J. A. Bruce, 
the borough elec- 
trical engineer, 
represented the 
Lowestoft Corpora- 
tion. 


| AN 

ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
DRESS. 


NIKOLAUS ARTE- 
MIEFF, а Russian 
professor, has in- 
vented a safety 
dress to protect 
workmen and others 
from death or in- 
jury in case of 
accidental contact 
with high - tension 
circuits. The dress 
is made of a fine 
pliable woven metal 
fabrıc, made up 
into a garment 
which covers the whole body—head, hands and feet. To 
give it greater strength, the metal fabric is worked on 
to a linen backing or lining. The dress is so designed 
that the wearer can put it on above his ordinary 
dress without assistance. The metal fabric in front of the 
face and on the hands does not seriously interfere with the 
seeing and handling of objects. 

The protective action of the dress is due to the fact that 
it short circuits the body of the wearer, When the dress is 
on, no dangerous potential difference can arise between any 
two points of the body. The resistance of the dress is less 
than 0°01 ohm, while the resistance of the human body is 
greater than 2,000 ohms, these resistances being measured 
in both cases from hand to hand. With a current of 1,000 
amperes flowing through the dress from hand to hand, the 
shunt current flowing through the body would amount to 
only 0:005 ampere—a current which would be quite 
harmless. 

The dress, however, will not carry a current of 1,000 
amperes without undue heating. It is only capable of 
carrying a permanent current of 200 amperes, or a current of 
600 amperes for a few seconds, 

The dress also prevents a static charge from injuring the 
body. With the dress on, a man may touch any part to a 


Fia. 2. 
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high-pressure installation; but if the insulation of the high- 
pressure circuit shonld bappen to be defective, it can only 
be touched wih safety when the man is himself well 
insulated, say by standing on a sheet of vulcanite, or on a 
board supported on porcelain insulators. Experiments have 
es carried out successfully with pressures up to 200,000 
volts. 

There is, however, under certain circumstances, a risk of 
injary by burns, when, for example, a high-pressure circuit 
through the dress is broken by the removal of one hand 
from the conductor. Under these circumstances an arc may 
be formed, the excessive heat of which may burn the 
underlying skin. But in the great majority of cases which 
arise in practice the workman is completely prctected. 

The Artemieff safety diess is manufactured and sold by 
Messrs. Siemens & Halske, in three different sizes. 

Fig. 1 shows the safety dress worn over the ordinary dress, 
ready for use. Fig. 2 shows Pref. Aitemieff in his safety 
dress, in the circuit of an alternati: g current transformer of 
20 KW., with a pressure of 150,000 volts, 50 periods. In fig. 2 
а stream of sparks goes direct from pole to pole, and another 
stream of sparks goes from one pole over the safety dress to the 
other pole. 

The Artemieff safety dress appc’.rs to have been thoroughly 
tested by its inventor, and if it docs not interfere too much 
with the movements of the workmn, it will be very valuable 
for the protection of life. The ordinary precautions, such as 
rubber gloves and shoes, are very unreliable when dealing 
with extremely high pressures, such as are now nsed for long- 
distance transmission. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


(Continued from page 222.) 


Australian Telegraphs.— Reuter's Melbourne agent 
says that tLe House of Representatives of the Commonwealth has 
ratified the agrecment with the Eastern Extension Co. 


Liverpool.—Mr. Charles McArthur, M.P., has received 
a letter from Mr. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., Post msster-General, 
stating that the trunk telephone service between Liverpool and 
the manufacturing districte of Lancashire and Yorksbire, about which 
Mr. McAithur wrote on July 13th, will be greatly improved by the 
opening cf additional circuits between Liverpool and Wigan, 
Accrington, Bolton, Burnley, Oldham, Rochdale, St. Helens, and 
Huddersfield. Five additional circuits ara being provided between 
Liverpool and Manchester. These are bciug carried by means of 
an underground line through Warrington, and are being pushed 
forward as rapidly as possible. Other wires bxtween Liverpool and 
tbe districts named will also be provided. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. INTERRUPTED, 
Tüsbad Dae Nel d 35 0 


ee June 90, 1699 .. oe 
Dominica- Martinique. oe an T 
Martiniq ee oe ee oe 
Guadeloupe- Martini ue oe eo ee ee May 9 1902 oe ee 
Martiniqne-Puerto Plata... .. e July 10, 1902 i са 


yenne-Pinheiro oe oo oe ee e ug. 18, е oo 
Bt. Lucia-Ss. Vincent .. ео eo ec Bopt. 19, 1902 .. oe 
Reissa-Isea ° о ee eo ee Oct. 22, 1902 ee 
Reissa-Yemani . Cet. 22, 1902 
bo-Cayenne өө А „ Feb. 27, 1903 .. 
New York-Hait is Tm . April 18, 1908 .. в: 
Siteebondo-Bandjermasin .. July 6. 1903 .. Aug. 1, 1908 
Zanaibar-Mombassa .. .. July 16, 1908 . July B, 1909 
Perim-Assab .. July 27, 1908 . July 90, 1908 
Fao-Bushire їз .. July 28, 1903 .• 
Bolama-Bissao ee oe ee Aug. 4, 1908 ee 
St. Jacques-Haiphong .. Я . Aug. 3, 1903 .. 
LANDLINES. 
U.S. of Colombia :—Landlines to Dagua .. .. July 14, 1903 - 
To Puerto Barrios ee ee ees ee ee July 28, 1908 ee ee 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 
Belgium.—August 17th. Tenders are being invited by 


the Provincial Government Authorities in Liége for the concession 
for the construction and working of an electric tramway on the 
overhead conductor system between Liège-Guillemins and the 
Village of Angleur. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to. Ls Gouvernement Provincial, Liège. 


Bexley.— August 21st, Strect lamps and fittings for the 
U. D.C. See "Official Notices to- day. 


Brighton. — August 10th. Electricity meters for one 
year. See Official Notiocs July 24th. 


France.—August 11th. The French Ministry of the 
Colonies, in Paris, is inviting tenders for the supply of 60 tons of 
annealed and galvanised iron wire required in connection with the 
telegraph service in Indo-China. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Ministére des Colonies, Rue 
Jean Nicot 4 bis, Paris. 


France.—August 13th. Tenders are being invited by 
the French Post and Telegraph authorities in Paris for the supply 
of 170,000 porcelain insulatora. Tenders are to be sent to Le Sous- 
Secretariat d'Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle 
103, Paris, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Gerniany.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
Municipal Autborities of Tubingen for the supply of a new steam 
engine and dynamo for the municipal central electric lighting 
station, at an estimated cost of £2,500. 

The Municipal Authorities of Riesenburg, Western Prussia, are 
inviting tenders for the establishment of a central electric lighting 
station in the town. 


Grimsby.—The Corporation wants tenders for a motor 
balancer and switchboard, and underfeed stokers to four boilers. 
Bee Official Notices” to-day. 


Guadeloupe. —August 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until August 29th next by the municipal authorities of Point à Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 
lighting of the town. 


Holland.—October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Hungary.—August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until August 31st next by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
czebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 H.P. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 
more electric meters. See Official Notices June 12th. 


Leeds.—August 7th. Messrs. Graham, Morton & Co., 


Ltd., want tenders for the necessary electric cables, fittings, &c., for 
their new works. Bee “Official Notices” July 17th. 


London.—August 11th.. Low tension feeder switch- 
boards for the tramways sub-stations in Camberwell and New Cross. . 
Bee Official Notices July 10th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-H.P. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving & three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See “Offcial 
Notices” July 24th. 


New South Wales. — September 12th. Tenders are 
being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South wales, 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their tramway 
power station. 


Northampton.—August 15th. Steam dynamos, battery, 
switchboard, equipment of trolley lines, feeders, cars, permanent 
way, buildings, car-sheds, piping, condenser, &c., for tramways 
power station. See “ Official Notices” July 31st. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Rochdale.—August 10th. Sixteen double-deck doubie- 
truck, 20 double-deck single, and 5 single-deck combination cars. See 
* Official Notices” July 24th. 


Swindon.—August 26th. Rails permanent way, and 
paving for Corporation tramways. See Official Notices” July 31st. 


West Ham.— August 2ist. Traction switchboard, 
booster, &c. See “Official Notices” July 31st. 


500 or 


OLOSED. 
Derby.—The tender of the Lancashire Dynamo & Motor 


Co, Ltd., has been accepted for two sets of balancers, one set of 
reversible boosters for lighting, and one set of automatic reversible 
boosters for traction. 


Gloucester.—At a recent meeting of the Tramways 
Committee of the T.C., the tender of Messrs. J. Byard & Son was 
accepted for converting and enlarging the Bristol Road stables, &., 
into a depôt for electrical cars, It was also agreed to enter into the 
following contracts for that portion of the tramway which is out- 
side the city and in the County Council's area ;— 
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Sections E (rails and accessories) and F (construction of perma- 
nent way), Mr. George Law, Kidderminster, for the sum of £8,450. 

Section H (poles), Messrs. J. G. White & Co., Ltd., for the sum of 
£829 5s. 

Section G (cables, troughs, and feeder pillars), substituting 
Callender's vulcanised bitumen cables for lead-sheathed cables, the 
British Electric Equipment Co., for the sum of £2,480. 

Sections I (overhead line material and rail bonds) and J (erection 
of poles and overhead equipment), the British Electric Equipment 
Co., at the same schedule of prices as applies to the city. 

The (‘ommittee recommended the Council to approve of the 
County Council entering into the contracts recommended by Messrs. 
Dickinson & Co. 


Kingston-on-Thames,—The T.C. has accepted the 
tender of Messrs. Bennis & Со., Ltd., for the supply of a mechanical 
stoker fitted with patent pneumatic gear and self-cleaning com- 
pressed air furnaces to the electricity works, at £107 10s., and that 
of the Wheeler Condenser and Engineering Co., for a horizontal 
combined air and circulating pump, inclusive of suction and 
delivery pipes and valves, at £130. 


Leicester.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., of Preston, for the supply of 58 tramcars at 
£510 each. 


Lincolnshire.—The County Council has accepted the 
tenders of the following for supplies of electric lighting plant for the 
Bracebridge Asylum:—The Chloride Electric Storage Co., Ltd., 
Clifton, Manchester, for a storage battery, at £459: Messrs. W. 
Foster & (o., Ltd., for two engines and dynamos, motor-generator, 
main switchboard, meters, &c., at £1,211; Mr. Н. T. Hazzledine, 
Lincoln, for electric wires, switchboard, &c., at £2,250. 


Wolverhampton.—The T.C. has accepted the tender, 
amounting to £2,891, of Messrs. ‘‘allender’s Cable & Construction 
Co., Ltd., of London, for the supply and laying of tramway feeder 
cables on the Wednesfield, Dudley, and Willenhall Roads. 


NOTES. 


Determining the Moment of Inertia of the Arma- 
ture of a Dynamo.—The moment of inertia of the armature of a 
dynamo is an important factor in connection with many calculations, 
especially in determining the friction of the bearings and brushes 
and the resistance of the air, by observing the spontaneous retarda- 
tion of the armature when left to itself. Now, calculating the 
above factor from the dimensions and materials of the rotating 
parts is both troublesome and inaccurate. (‘h. Fabry, in an article 
recently published in L Eclairuge Electrique, therefore suggests a 
novel method, based on observing the spontaneous retardation of 
the armature, with the exciting current kept on. During the re- 
tardation, there acts on the armature a couple variable with the 
speed and due to friction and the waste of energy in theiron. A 
preliminary experiment will give the value of this couple in terms 
of the speed ; it is sufficient to allow the motor to run without load 
and to measure the armature currents for different speeds. A 
direct-current dynamo being given, which is made to work asa 
motor; let, therefore, the exciting current be kept on. The motor 
is allowed to run without load, until & constant speed is reached, 
when both the angular velocity w, and the armature current 7, are 
measured. Varying the voltage at the brushes, the same measure- 
ment may be repeated for different values of the speed, and a table 
prepared or a curve drawn, giviog ? in terms of w. For one 
value of the speed w, the pressure at the brushes m having finally 
been measured, the back-electromotive force will be given by the 
formula ' 


e= F- 11 


where r is the resistance of the armature, the term r į often being 
negligible. Asc is proportional to w, 


€ = по, 


a being а given constant. All the elements necessary to calculate 
the retarding couple in terms of the speed are thus given; the 
power spent in the armature, apart from the joule effect, at a 
speed w, will be 
WS 12 aw), 

the corresponding couple being 
X 
в) 

Under these conditions, let the motor be driven at a convenient 
speed and, the exciting current being kept оп, let the armature 
current be broken, when the retardation will be observed. T being 
the time required ín passing from the speed 2 to the speed 0, and 
K being the moment of inertia, the waste of energy in this part of 
the experiment is the same as with the above experiments; for the 
speed w, the retarding couple accordingly has the same value as 


above calculated, viz., с = a i. The equation of motion therefore 
is 


c= = 0 4, 


dw : 
— K ---- = 01, 


dt 


where v is a given constant, and : the current, which, with the 
motor running without load, would correspond to the speed w, i.«., 
is a known function of w. From the above is derived 


- 


s dw 
T a TR A O* 
a å * 


The curve having the values of w as abscisse, and those of 1 
t 


as ordinates may be drawn, and its area measured by means of the 
planimeter, when the above equation will furnish the value of x. 
If, as frequently is the case, ; may be considered as a practically 
linear function of w, no graphical construction will be required, an 
equation of the form 


r= К log. E log. 1. 
am to an to 
being easily deduced. The same method may be used in deter- 
mining the moment of inertia of any apparatus coupled to the 
armature. 


(mR +i) _ к 


Mechanical Engineers’ Conference.—The annual sum- 
mer conference of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers was con- 
cluded on 29th ult. at the Philosophical Hall, Leeds. During the 
meeting papers have been read by Mr. H. Ade Clark, of Leeds, on 
“The Diesel Engine,” who pointed out the advantages of this type 
of engine in cheap cost of working, especially in smaller sizes. Mr. 
H. H. Suplee, of New York, read a paper on Fast Cutting Tools.” 
Prof. H. 8. Hele-Shaw, of Liverpool, read a paper on “ A New Form 
of Friction Clutch.” Prof. Shaw pointed out that there were 
four conditions desirable in the friction clutch, namely :—(1) It 
must have sufficient gripping power. (2) Undue wearing of the 
surfaces must be avoided. (3) Provision must be made for con- 


. veying away the heat where there is much slipping contact in the 


clutch. (4) Motion should be imparted to the driven shaft without 
shock. The Professor then gave details about other types of 
clutches, and went on to describe in some detail the theory involved 
in the new friction clutch. Here the gradual increase of speed was 
brought about by compressing corrugated discs of metal, which were 
placed in a box of the type of the Weston coupling, so that the plates 
in expanding alternately engaged with two sleeves, one connected 
with the driving piece of machinery, and the other with the driven 
piece. After showing various elaborations of the friction clutch, 
Prof. Hele-Shaw pointed out one or two applications to which 
it had been put, including that of a motor-car. He concluded his 
paper by describing the experiments to which a clutch with plates 
only 6 in. in diameter had been put. When substituted for the 
cone clutch of a 24-н.г. Darracq car, there was a remarkable 
improvement in action. 

Mr. Henry McLaren, Leeds, gave a paper on “Economy of Fuel 
in Electric Generating Stations,” based on the yearly returns of 
municipal lighting authorities to the Board of Trade. The first 
point that attracted attention, said Mr. McLaren, was the great 
difference in cost per unit generated in those stations. Some were 
condensing, others partly condensing, or non-condensing stations, 
the price paid for coal varied largely, and different systems of supply 
were used, all these considerations affecting the cost. In dealing 
with various sub-divisions of stations, Mr. McLaren considered four 
provincial stations generating energy for electric tramways, all 
condensing. It was surprising to find, he said, that at least two of the 
lighting stations, Leeds and Edinburgh, delivered electrical energy 
at the consumers’ meters at 9 per cont. lower average cost than those 
four power stations averaged at their switchboards: moreover, 
Edinburgh was a non-condensing station. Glasgow, the most 
economical of the four power houses, with an annua! output of over 
10,000,000 unite, and a tramway load factor, delivered energy at 
the switchboard at a cost of 06d. per unit works costs, whereas 
Leeds lighting station, with only 3,000,000 output and a lighting 
load-factor showed a works cost of 0°62d. per unit, including the 
heavy loss in the mains. If the Leeds energy was metered at the 
switchboard the works costs would read considerably lower than 
Glasgow, the most economical power house in the country. In the 
case of two metropolitan aud one provincial power houses, gene- 
rating energy for electric railways, these are beaten in economy 
by the tramway power houses by over 20 per cent. in works costs, 
and 57 per cent. in fuel costs. In a diagram indicating the average 
costa of the various classes of stations or power houses, it was seen 
that Leeds lighting station, with fuel costs of 0 27d. per unit, or 
works cost of 0°62d., was considerably lower than the average of the 
tramway power stations. The metropolitan condensing stations 
after allowing 30 per cent. for outside losses and banking fires, &c., 
were using at least twice the amount of fuel that economical plants 
ought to require. They generated during the year over 41,000,000 
units, at a cost for fuel of over £200,000. А large percentage of this 
amount could have been saved by the use of well-managed, econo- 
mical generating plant. Taking the average station throughout the 
country, there was great room for improvement; on the other hand, 
one found a few stations that left nothing to be desired, and some 
remarkably economical results were recorded, even in small pro- 
vincial stations. Coal to the value of £839,613 was used in the 177 
stations under review, and it was safe to assume that £100,000 was 
lost in engine leakages only. Generally, however, the costs in 
various stations throughout the country showed a decided tendency 
to improvement. This was partly owing to cheaper coal, but there 
was also a healthy rivalry between station engineers, and this 
should in time bring the electric generating stations into the front 
rank as regards economy of fuel. 

In the evening the Lord Mayor (Mr. John Ward) and the Lady 
Mayoress held a brilliant reception at the City Art Gallery. 


Somewhat at Sea.—Our valued contemporary, the 
Scientific American, whose pages are always interesting, is, unfor- 
tunately, rather weak on submarine telegraph cables. Not very 
long ago we noticed a reference to Siemens & Haleke's lead-covered 
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submarine cables, which, however, were not intended for deep-sea 
cables, as our contemporary supposed! In the last number of our 
scientific friend we find the following in connection with a descrip- 
tion of Heart's Content cable terminal:—''The cables are laid to 
the operating room through an uuderground conduit which is walled 
with masonry. The shore section and that which extends into 
shallow water is considerably smaller than the deep-sea cable, as it 
requires less protection. The one which was last laid consists of 
18 strands, each strand composed of seven iron wires forming a 
metallic sheath for the copper wires which convey the electric cur- 
rent. The copper is embedded in gutta-percha incased in hemp 
which is saturated with a combination consisting principally of 
beeswax, paraffin and oil; this casing is surrounded by the iron 
wire, which is also covered with a waterproof compound. Several 
coatings of the hemp covering are wound about the gutta-percha, во 
that the copper wires of the deep-sea cable are really protected by 
five wrappings. The shore section differs from the deep-sea 
principally in the absence of the wiring on the outside." Surely, 
although the manufacture of submarine cables is not one of 
America’s industries, our contemporary knows that the shore end 
is the heavy cable ? 


Continuous Working.—It has been advocated in 
America that if the eight hours’ day is to be a success there should 
be three shifts of men every 24 hours, and capital would then be 
able to reap larger profits. If every works to-day ventured on this 
system, there would obviously not be men enough to go round ; or 
if the present staff were divided into three shifts only two-thirds 
of the factory could be ron without over-production. In the sug- 
gestion there is a strong colour of the all-importance of mere 
money-making, and no thought to the human side of the question. 
Dollars and the getting of them dominates éverything, even to the 
sop thrown to the worker, who is promised that it will turn out во 
much to his benefit; also, logically carried out, there would be 
three shifte, we presume, in offices; and, finally, three distinct 
worlds, with a few particularly busy money-grubbers making business 
in all three worlds. 


New Journal.—A remarkable innovation has been 
brought forward by the enterprising firm of Messrs. R. J. Nicholson 
and Со. (one of whose booklets we reviewed some time ago) in the 
shape of a monthly magasine styled '“ Everyday Electricity,” price 
2d. This is a non-technical journal devoted to the domestic and 
industrial applications of electricity, and is combined with a free 
information bureau, whence any six months’ subscriber can obtain 
replies to inquiries relating to the cost of installation, consumption, 
&., of electricity. А variety of subjects is dealt with in the first 
number, including wiring specifications, motors, cheap electric light 
installations, the new art fittings, &c., and other matters. The new 
departure is distinctly interesting in every sense, and we have no 
doubt that it will attain some degree of popularity. 


Northampton Institute.—This Institute announces that 
its engineering day courses will commence on October 5th, and the 
entrance examination will be held on September 5th and October 
1%. The courses in mechanical and electrical engineering include 
periods spent in commercial workshops, aud are counted as pre- 
paration for the degree of BSc. in Enginsering of London 
University. 


The Edison Cell.— According to the daily Press, Mr. 

Edison has now brought his storage cell to the practical stage, and 

to be manufacturing the batteries in Jarge quantities by the 

end of the year. He is now searching for a strong and durable 
running gear and framework for the new electric automobile. 

“ A motor-car propelled by the new battery was recently subjected 
to the severest tests. It was run over the roughest possible roads, 
unti] it hid covered 5,000 miles. The batteries were then 
examined and found in excellent condition. Mr. Edison aays: ‘To 
judge from this test, the life of the batt ry seems to be practically 
limitless.’ " А 

We sincerely trust that his most sanguine expectations will be 
fulfilled, for a really good automobile cell would be a godsend to the 
public, as well as to the electricity supply business. We have 
strong reason to believe that the Edison cell is an exceedingly good 
one for this purpose. 

It is stated that Mr. Edison has become half-blind through per- 
sisting in experiments with the X rays. Both bis eyes are out 
of focus, and his physicians have compelled him to discontinue his 
experimente, as total blindness is threatened. Already his assis- 
tant в right arm has become paralysed, and has had to be amputated 
owing to the tissues dying after exposure to tbe rays. The other 
arm was gravely affected, and three fingers had to be ampntated. 
The surgeons ssy that Mr. Edison's escape from a similar fate to his 
assistant's is most remarkable. 


Personal.—We understand that Mr. F. J. Platt, of 
Mesers. Fielding & Platt, Atlas Ironworks, Gloucester, is severing 
his active connection with the firm, although he will still retain his 
interest therein. He has succeeded the late Mr. J. D. Humpidge, 
to whose tragic end by the bursting of a fly-wheel we alluded some 
weeks ago, as one of the managing directors of the Dudbridge Iron- 
works, Stroud. 

Mr. Henry Percy Maybury has been recommended for the 
appointment of resident electrical engineer to the Malvern 
E.L. and destructor scheme. 

Sir William Preece, who is suffering from pneumonia and peri- 
carditis, was reported last week end to be in a grave condition, but 
later news, we are glad to say, points to his speedy recovery. 

The salary of the electrical engineer of Willesden (Mr. Murray) 
hás been increased from £400 to £600 a year. 


Electricity in Mines.—Experiments have been in pro- 
gress lately to determine the merits of a new protection for cables 
in mines. According to the Colliery Manager this consists of 
insulating fibre and para rubber friction tape wound spirally into a 
tube, two strips being wound in opposite directions, so that their 
edges cross and cover up any openings. Outside the tube so formed 
a continuous jacket is woven, of cotton, similar to that on the out- 
side of garden hose, not braided. The result is that a strong and 
durable, but flexible, tube is formed. The tube is saturated with an 
insulating material, care being taken that this does not touch the 
inside fibre, leaving the inside of the tube smooth and hard. The 
outside of the tube is then drawn through powdered mica, the final 
product being a tube which is very flexible and waterproof, and 
which resists considerable temperatures. Samples of cables were 
submitted to Prof. Arch. О. Elliott, D. Sc, Professor of Engineering 
in the University College at Cardiff. Two sets of testa were made, 
arranged to represent as closely as possible the conditions actually 
ruling in a mine, when rocks fall upon cables, and the object 
sought for was to see at what pressure the insulating material gave 
way and allowed connection to be made with earth.“ Unarmoured 
cables were first tested without any other protection than their own 
insulation, and afterwards when enclosed in one of the ''flexible 
conduits.” With unarmoured cable, the force required to produce 
connection between the testing machine with simple compression 
and the copper conductor of the cable ranged from 0:372 of a ton 
per linear inch to 0:975, while when the cable was enclosed inside 
a ‘flexible conduit" the force required was from 2:5 tons to 6'2 
tons, and that required for forcing the armour of an armoured cable 
through its insulating envelope on to the copper conductor was 
from 0 585 ton up to 0'081 ton. The above test corresponded to the 
fall ofa mass of rock practically horizontally on to a pair of cables. 
With the indentation test, in which a cutting edge of 90° was used, 
pressure being employed to drive the sharp edge of the tool through 
the insulating material, or to drive the armour through, the figures 
were, with unarmoured cables, from 0'265 ton per inch to 0370. 
For the cables enclosed іп “ flexible conduit" from 0:911 ton per 
inch to 1:223. With armoured cables the figures were from 0'422 
ton per inch to 1:027. The “flexible conduit" has been used for 
some time in America for the protection of cables. It is obtainable 
from the American Circular Loom Co., 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.— The summer meeting 
of this Institution, of which Col. E. Raban, C.B., Director of Works 
for the Navy, is President, is to be held at Sheffield. The proceedings 
will be opened by the Lord Mayor, the Rt. Hon. J. Wycliffe 
Wilson, J P., on August 17th, who will receive the members at the 
Town Hall Messrs. Davy Bros’ works will then be visited, aud 
afterwards those of Messrs. Hadfeld's Steel Foundry Co., at 
Tinsley. On Tuesday there will be an excursion to Haddon Hall 
and Chatsworth. Messrs. Charles Cammell & Co.’s worke will be 
visited on Wednesday morning, and in the afternoon Messrs. J. 
Dixon & Bons. Thursday will be occupied by an excursion to 
Castleton, and on Friday are to be seen the Toledo Steel Works of 
Messrs. J. H. Andrew & Co. and the Suffolk Works of Messrs. T. 
Turner & Sons. The summer dinner takes place in the evening at 
the Royal Victoria Hotel, Sheffield. Mr. Ernest King, Messrs. 
Mellowes & Co., Corporation Street, Sheffield, is acting as honorary 
local secretary. The programme includes various hospitable 
invitations arranged for the entertainment of the members during 
the week. 


„Science Abstracts. — The Council of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers has now, with the approval of the Physical 
Society, undertaken the publication of Science Abstracts as an Insti- 
tution publication. 1а connection with this work, Mr. Louis Н. 
Walter, M.A., A.M I. E. E., bas been appointed editorial assistant to 
the secretary, aud will take up his duties in the autamn. 


Marriage.—On July 25th at St. Andrew's Church, 
Madras, by the Rev. I. N. Ogilvie, Presidency Senior Chaplain of 
the Church of Scotland, William Thom, M.LE.E., general manager 
of the Madras Electric Tramways, was married to Clementine 
Winnie, youngest daughter o? the late C. T. Marzetti, of Bromley, 
Kent.—(By cable.) 


Appointments Vacant.— Borough of Ipswich, chief 
assistant engineer (£160), three charge engineers (£90), and two 
switchboard attendants; Belfast, chief lecturer in physics and 
electrical engineering, £350; St. George's Union, London, charge 
engineer. Вее Official Notices“ to-day. 

Resistance of Fly-wheels.—A note in the Scientific 
American draws attention to the experiments of Herr Scholter, 
manager of the Nuremberg—Furth tramways, on the resistance of 
fly-wheels to rotation. This resistance may be divided into that 
exerted by the friction of the air against the rim, and that due to the 
displacement of the air by the arms; the latter is by far the more 
important of the two. In the central station of the tramway there 
are two horizontal tandem compound engines developing 450 HP. 
at a speed of 95 revolutions per minute. Each has a strong fiy- 
wheel whose arms are formed of a double T, with a central web set 
parallel tothe centre line of the shaft. The suggestion was made to 
cover the two faces with a smooth protection of sheet metal, and this 
wasdone. In order to determine the difference in the resistance 
under the two conditions, with and without the covering, one 
dynamo was made to serve asa motor to drive the unloaded engine. 
With the fly-wheel in its original condition, the power required was 
13,300 watts, while, after the wheel was covered, only 9,874 watta 
were needed—a difference of 3,426 watts, or about 57 H.P. As the 
loss is incurred all the time the engine is running, and as the 
average load on the engine is probably only about 300 f., the loss 
amounts to about 2 per cent. of the mean load-—no inconsiderable 
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item—while the cost of covering the fly-wheels is an insignificant 
amount. As long ago as 1888 Prof. Brauer, of Darmstadt, called 
attention to the advisability of filling in the space between the arms 
of fly-wheels, and cited an experiment made by Inglis on a 630-11 P. 
engine, in which indicator cards showed a saving of 30 H.P., or 
4'8 per cent., due to a reduction of fly-wheel resistance. 


Electric Mine Locomotives,—The Colliery Manager 
last month reproduced a paper read by Mr. W. B. Clarke before the 
American Institute of Mining Engineers, on a new cable-reel 
device to allow locomotives to gather cars from rooms without a 
trolley wire. The device is rendered necessary in order to extend 
the scope of the electric locomotive. Storage batteries of the type 
at present available are unsatisfactory in mining locomotives, and 
the want of ability to depart in the least from the trolley line has 
been found very inconvenient. 

The reel in question is mounted on the locomotive, and carries a 
considerable length of insulated cable, one end of which is con- 
nected to the trolley wire when the cable is in use, the other end 
being connected through а rubbing contact at the centre of the reel 
with the controller. As the locomotive runs along, the cable is 
unwound, the friction of the working parts maintaining a constant 
tension on the cable so as to prevent kinking. The moment the 
direction of running of the locomotive is reversed a mechanical device 
automa'ically comes into action whereby the cable is wound up on 
the reel In order to ensure that the cable shall always be in 
tension, the reel is driven by a friction clutch, which tends to wind 
up the cable faster than the locomotive travels. Thus, while the 
cable is being wound up there is always slipping between the 
rubbing surfaces, maintaining a tension of 30 lbs. on the cable, so 
80 that it cannot be run over or kipked. 

In the same paper there is mentioned an installation in America 
having a plant capacity of no less than 2,900 gW., distributed 
amongst eight engine rooms, 75 miles of underground trolley wires, 
and 44 mine locos. of 4,400 нр. in all. In another case power is 
transmitted at 5,600 volts, three-phase, 25 cycles per second, from a 
generating station at bank to a sub-station in the mine 9,000 ft. 
distant, where it is converted to direct current at 275 volte. The 
generating plant consists of two 150-kw. GE. double-current 
generators, supplying direct current to the outer end of the 
haulage circuit and alternating current to step-up trans- 
formers for the high-pressare lines. The cables are three-core 
rubber-insulated and  lead-covered, laid in the return-airway 
parallel to the main heading. A 900. Kw. alternator has recently 
been added, generating direct at 5, 600 volts. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Nottingham Electrical Co., Ltd. (78,168).—This company 
was registered on July 28th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, to carry on 
the business of electricians, supplicrs of electricity for light, heat, motive power 
or otherwise, manufacturers of and dealers in all apparatus and things for the 
generation, supply, distribution, accumulation and employment of electricity, 
electrical and general engincers, tool makers, machinists, contractors, &c. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are :—J. Simmonds, 15, Chaworth Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham, cashier: Mrs. А. H. Weeds, 5, Park Avenue, W est 
Bridgford, Nottingham; Mrs, E. Hughes, 10, Cramer Street, Nottingham; H. K. 
Hughes, 10, Cramer Street, West Bridgford, Nottingham; H. Weeds, 5, Park 
Avenue, West Bridgford, Nottingham, ironmonger; Mrs. M. A. Simmonds, 15, 
Chaworth Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, snd W. W. Wiggins, 79, Clapton 
Road, Nottingham, electrical engineer. No initial public issue. The number 
of directors is not to he less than two nor more than five; the subscribers are to 
appoint the first; qualification, £20. Registered office, 13, Farmer’s Factory, 
Sherwood Street, Nottingham. 


North Wales Power and Traction Co., Ltd. (78,193).—This 
company was registered on July 30th, with a capital of £270,000 in £5 shares, 
to enter into contracts (1) with Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., (2) with the Northern 
Counties Traction Co., Ltd., (3) with J. Tomkivson, M. P., and Col. H. Platt, 
C.B., and (4) with the Portmadoc, Beddzelert and South Snowdon Railway Co, 
and to carry on the business of electricians, electrical, mechanical and general 
engineers, suppliers of light, heatand power by electricity, galvaniem, magnetism, 
gas, water or otherwise, owners of tramways, railways, motor cars and ‘other means 
of transport, &c. The first subscribers are:—J. Tomkinson, Willington Hall, 
Tarporley, Ches., M.P., 100 shares; J. E. Rawlins, Syston Court, near Bristol, 
gentleman, 100 shares; A. Deedes, Frenchay Manor, near Bristol, M. Inst. Bankers, 
100 shares; H. Platt, C.B., Gorddinog, Llanfairfechan, 100 shares: J. Beecham, 
St. Helens, Lancs., director of St. Helens Cable Co,, Ltd., 100 shares; H. M. 
Cohen, 14, St. Helens Place, E.C., article clerk, 1 share: and H. P. Dakin, 9, 
Silverlock Street, Rotherhithe, S.E., clerk, 1 share. Minimum cash subscrip- 
tion, 33,500 shares, The number of directors is not to be less than three nor 
more than seven; the first are J. E. Rawlins, J. Beecham, J. Tomkinson, 
M.P., H. Platt, C. B., and A. Deedes; qualification, £500: remuneration (exclu- 
sive of salaries to managing directors or committee of management) 4200 each 
per annum (£70 extra for the chairman) and 5 per cent. of the prohts divisible 
after paying 10 per cent. on the shares, 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


WE give herewith the first annual returns of 
Partick and the working of the recently established elec- 
Mexborough tricity undertakings of the Burgh of Partick, 
Municipal and U. D.C. of Mexborough. 
Electricity In both cases these departments are worked 
Departments. in conjunction with a refuse destructor, and 
have а considerable proportion of street 
lighting. In the case of Partick, it is satisfactory to note that 
special efforts are being made to obtain that indispensable factor of 
success, a good motor load, and the low charges for lighting at so 
early a period of its existence, deserve the close attention of the 
many contemporaries who have not yet learned the secret of 
success. 


Mexborongh is an example of a smaller town, which it is true has 
only had 10 months’ running; the motor load, however, is practically 
nil, and the charges for private lighting are practically double those 


at Partick, while no item of rates and taxes appears to swell the 


works costs. 

The results show the necessity for facilitating a rapid extension 
of business, especially at the commencement of supply. 

Mr. H. B. Maxwell is the electrical engineer at Partick, and Mr. 
H. Waring occupied a similar position at Mexborough during the 
period under review. 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 


Mexborough. | Partick. 
lo montbs ending 12monthsending 
March зө 1903. May 15th, 1903. 


Period of accounts si 4 


Total capital „ И 25 Va £16,1 £49,938 
Number of units sold . ; 103,430 | 842,934 
Equivalent No. of 8-с P. lamps connected — 18,400 
Maximum load in kilowatts . as és 116 | 225 
Number of publio lamps 8 А 15 arc, 226 inc 76 arcs 
Revenue Gross revenue 21 | £3,729 
account, Gross expenditure .. — .. £832 i 42.258 

Gross profit RE. des us £880 | £1,471 


Average price per unit soll — i = 


REVENUE STATEMENT. 


Gross. Perunit. Gross, Per unit. 
Bale of energy .. es - 5 .. £1,211 2:904, 43,724 2604. 
Meter rents, &c... Р 1 00d. 5 Od. 


Total revenue .. .. £1,212 290d. 3.79 2 ˙67d 


— äü—— — —ñ—-2—ů—— a (D 


In the cage of Mexborough, of the 102,439 units sold, 73,100 were 
for public lighting, and this large proportion accounts for the 
average price being as low as 2 90d. per unit. 


PuBLIO LIGHTING. 


' Mexborough. ' Partick. 
Number of units supplied .. .. a 73,100 l 169,167 
Average price obtained ds - 9:854. | 144d. 


The charges are: Private lighting, 54. per B. T. U.; power, 3d. per 
B.T.U. Partick also supplied nearly 50 per cent. of its output for 
public lighting; there were also 23 motors of 85 н.р. connected, and 
the pr.ces charged are: Private lighting, 6d. and 1d. per anit, 
maximum demand, or 344. flat rate; power 144. per unit, with 
considerable discounts. 

Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. 
Ceal 


Destructor department ee : .. | £340 “79d. | | zo» 398, 
Oil, waste and stores .. as 16 “ма. 152 lid. 
Wages inourred in generation and dis- 

tribution А 204 48d. 499 85d. 


Repairs and maintenance ‘of engines, 
boilers, dynamos, n plant, 


buildings, &c. 88 Od. 87 02d. 
Public lamps, attendance, repairs and re- 

newals ee ee ee ee 68 *16d. 203 14d. 
Total works and distribution costs = 661 1:54. 1,446 1:01d. 
Rent, rates and taxes . — — 8.2 ^ 


Management and general expense, in- 
cluding Printing: eu and law 
charges Я 5% a 171 40d. 460 82d. 


Total works costs eo . £833 191d. 42, 258 1:584. 


The financial results of the two undertakings are set forth 
below. In both cases, as is to be expected, a deficit results, but in 
the case of Mexborough the amount is reduced by the sum of £550, 
received as damages through late delivery of plant, hence the 
apparently small deficit. Inthe case of Partick, the gross profits 
are 3:3 per cent. on the capital invested, compared with only 2:3 
per cent. in the case of Mexborough. 


Prorit STATEMENT. 


Mexborough. Partick. 

Interest T T oe ee T £ 108 £1,526 
Sinking fund . 285 913 
Loan charges prior to commencement of | 

supply .. 107 
Damages received for breach of contract — 550 
Deticit carried forward —170 — 135 
By interest on deporte and suspense 

account. . T = | —563 

Gross profit.. oe oe £380 £1,471 


THE affairs of the Manchester Electricity 
Manchester Department have attracted a largo amount 


Municipal of attention from  municipalists generally 
Electric during the past year, and the returns possess 
Supply. more than ordinary interest in view of the 


largely extended capacity of the plant and the 
strenuous efforts which are being made to popularise the supply in 
Manchester and district. It is, therefore, of interest to record the 
excellent progress shown by the following figures :— 


Public 


Units Private 
Year | lighting. 


; Total 
generated. consumption. Traction. 


sold. 


= — — 


1900 6,927,396 
1901 | 9,639,973 
1902 12.697.590 
1903 | 22,198,241 


6,312,182 43,690 None. 
7,750,548 43,550 7,794,098 
8,512,189 38,120 1, 951, 990 10, 502,299 
9,373,846 40,305 7, 986, 072 17, 400, 223 


6,355,872 
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The bulk of the increased output is due to the opening up of the 
electric tramway system, and no doubt this department will con- 
tinue to extend during the next year or two. 

The gross profit has increased proportionately to the larger 
capital employed, but the net profit credited to the reserve fund, 
although larger than in the previous year, shows a decreased 
percentage, due to greatly increased financial charges. 
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As the extensions haye been revenue earning during a portion of 
the year only, the above results are better than might have been 
anticipated, and, bearing in mind the excellent opportunities of the 
supply area, an enormous increase in power units is well within the 
range of possibility. The normal capacity ofthe plant is 23,050 KW., 
and the load factor for light and power was 11:83 per cent., and for 
traction 24°68 per cent., as compared with 12:31 per cent. lighting 
and 22:55 per cent. traction in 1902. Mr. G. F. Metsger is the city 
electrical engineer. 

GxwanaL STATEMENT. 


Year ending March 31st— 3902. 1908. 

Total capital expenditure — . £1,164,307 £1,713,627 
Number of unite sold . 10,502,299 17,400, 223 
Maximum load in W; KAA 9,140 12,775 
Equivalent 8-0.P lamps connected as 348,709 398,659 
Number of public arcs ... sss 29 29 
Number of motors ds aa aa 335 4 oe 
Gross revenue 3 135,06 197,768 

о i й expenditure a £73,950 £112,188 
8 „ profit .. .. £61,113 £85,580 
Average price obtained per unit sold ... 3:07d. 2 724. 

REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1908. 

'By sale of energy. ana Per unit, Gross. Per unit. 
Manchester 119,725 — 136,199 — 
Withington : 2 563 — 3,244 — 

Moss Side «n : 1,330 — 3,561 — 
Levenshulme ... i — — 119 — 
Heaton Norris... — — 295 — 
Tram ways department 10,167 — 55,008 — 
Public lighting... is 318 — 336 — 
£134,103 307d. £196,762 2°72d. 
Meter rents ses 290 "00d. 349 00d. 
Sundry ... ies ju 70 "00d. 58 00d. 
By interest accrued ... 601 Old. 599 00d. 


£197,768 


.. £135,063 
The prices charged are, for private lighting, 54d. per B.T.U., ora 

fixed charge of £7 per annum, per Kw. of maximum demand, and 

124. per unit. For motive power the price varies from 141. per unit 

for less than 150 units per m.P. in the quarter to 1d. per unit for 450 

units and upwards per H.P. 

WorkmG EXPENSES. 


Gross revenue 


1902. 1909. 
Gross, Per unit. Gross. Perunit. Inc. 
Coal .. £18,008 42d. £925,697 "962. — 06d · 
Oil, waste, water and engine- room 
stores on Be 4,606 16d. 6,847 09d. — 0d. 


Salaries and wages incurred in 
generation and distribution, &c. 7, 768 18d. 
Repairs and maintenance of build- 
fogs, Hts үрел boilers, dynamoe, 
lam ps ee 


19,666 Nd. +094. 


T .. 19,985 Bd. 80,556 1d. 05d. 
Works and distribution costs 250,449 1184. £62,666 1144. ‘Old. 
Rent, rates and taxes vs ae 7,183 19d. 12,172 17d. — 02d. 
M ent expenses, salaries 
‚ secretary, an 
9,179 Ad. 7,684 *11d. —^10d. 


General амале charges, 
insurance р Aw and бю пз Бов ота. а, 


charges 33 "4d. 1,797 ‘024. — 034, 
55 a 2s E — 2,901 *04d. *04d. 


Total expenditure eo 419,950 


On the year’s working—the costs of production show a decrease 
of 14d. per unit—tbe items of wagea and repairs, &., have 
increased, as is usual during the first few months of working new 


plant. 
PROFIT STATEMENT. 


1902. 1908. 
Interest on loans ТР 985 .. £28,014 £43,738 
Sinking fund 20,244 28,070 
To public works loan commissioners . 4,775 4.907 
To reserve fund account . Р 7,976 8,787 
Provision for bad debts T eX 104 128 
Gross profit ... £61,113 £85,580 


The gross profit for the year amounts to £85,580, and after meeting 
financial charges amounting to £76,715 (as compared with £53,374 in 
1902, and £39,433 in 1901), and providing £128 for bad debts, the 
balance amounting to £8,737, was carried to reserve. 


CITY NOTES. 


Crompton & Co., Ltd. 


Tux fifteenth annual general meeting of this company was held on 
Wednesday at Salisbury House, London Wall, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. John Trotter, the chairman of the company. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said that the 
report gave some indication of the character of the past year. It 
had been one of exceptional hard work and small profite. The poor 
result was not due to any want of energy on the part of the directors 
or the staff of the company. "The sales during the year were the 
largest they had yet bad to deal with, but the goods turned out had 
to be sold cheaply owing to competition at home and from foreign 
manufacturers. Prices had been, therefore, kept at a very low level. 
He hoped that they would be able in the future to go back to the 
excellent years which they had up to two or three years ago. Com- 
petition in the various branches of tbeir work had increased very 
much of late. For instance, up to abont three years ago, for street 
lighting there were practically only three competitors in the field. 
Now, wherever there was a lighting order going, there were from 
15to 20. Then & few yeara ago municipal work, which was more 
and more coming into fashion in this country, was fairly remunera- 
tive ; now the com»etition in that quarter was fiercer than in any 
other. There was no doubt that the Germans and the Americaus 
were causing them a very considerable amount of trouble by sending 
over their surplus goods to this country. They were pre- 
vented from selling their goods in Germany by a protective 
tariff. The Germans made a handsome profit on their sales 
in their own country, and sent their surplus production 
over here at cheap rates, and very often they sold under 
cost price. He was afraid there was a good deal of truth in the 
statement that England was made a dumping ground for foreign 
manufactures. The question was—was such a policy doing the 
Germans any good? He did not believe that it was possible for 
long to continue to sell goods under cost, nor would it benefit the 
Germans in the long run. In a company like theirs they had to 
take into consideration the new question of the fiscal policy of the 
country, which had been suddenly sprung upon them; and the 
question wae, what should be their attitude in the matter? 
He could only speak fır himself, and it seemed to him 
that if they could get Protection for the electrical induttry only 
they should vote for it with both hands. Bat, of course, that was 
out of the question, and if we were to have anything like a general 
return to Protection, he felt sure that, as far as their com- 
pany was concerned, bad as their position might temporarily be, 
they would only be getting out of the frying-pan into the fire. It 
would only benefit them if they had Protection for a short time. It 
would so stimulate the production that tbey would be exactly in 
the same position asthe Germans had got into by having Protection, 
and having their interests stimulated undaly. To him it 
appeared that the trae remedy lay in a different direction. 
This country was having a rude awakening in the matter of 
its trade, and it seemed to him that the true ramedy was one 
that pointed to an alteration in our methods Much has 
already been done in the matter of education, but they must 
continue to educate and to improve the inteliigence of the Dritish 
working man. Then they must pay more attention and devote 
more skill to the matter of designing—they must adapt their pro- 
ductions more closely to the wants of their cnstomers Another 
important matter was that of standardising, to which Mr. Crompton 
had been giving considerable attention lately. If they limited the 
number of patterns and had regular standards, it would enable 
them to compete much more readily with the foreign trade. Then, 
he thought, they wanted to get consulting engineers to be less 
“ faddy in regard to designs, and a most important point was that 
they wanted a removal of municipal restrictions. As it was now, 
they very often had contracts brought to them where restrictions 
were imposed under the mistaken idea that they benefited 
the workman. Again, he thought, they wanted, if possible, to 
restrict municipal trading. England had been built up by 
individual enterprise, but with municipal trading there 
was a danger of things being done in a slip-shod way 
which was distinctly detrimental to English manufacturers. Those 
were the lines on which they should work, and with economies he 
saw no reason to doubt that they would soon see a return to 
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their former prosperous times. In conclusion, the chairman referred 


to the figures in the balgnce-sheet, and said that the directors bad 
decided to maintain the dividend at 5 pez.cent., although it would 
mean that they would not carry forward as much as was brought 
. into the account. 

The motion was seconded by Lieut.-Col. R. E. B. Crompton, C.B., 
who said that during the year he had been doing what he could to 
forward the work of standardisation. A great part of their stock-in- 
trade was in the shape of components. These components were 
kept ready in bins, and a great deal of time was saved by the ready- 
made parts being put togetheras the orders came in. A great deal 
depended on the speed of the turnout at the works, The trouble 
was the large number of patterns which had to be kept in stock. 
They had been trying for a long time past to get the trade to con- 
sent to standardisation, and on one point they had come to an agree- 
ment—the parts of electric motors. With regard to the low prices, 
he thought that they had got to the bottom of those prices, and that 
they bad turned, and now had an upward tendency. 

The report was adopted. 


Widnes and Runcorn Bridge Co. 


Tu sixth ordinary meeting of the above company took place at 
Liverpool on July 28th. Sir Hy. Seaton-Karr, M.F., presided. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN stated that 
the towers on each side of the river had been erected to a height of 
about 160 ft. The full height was 190 ft. The wires tor the cables 
were undergoing satisfactory teste. The final contract for the 
electrical installation and equipment had been let to Mesers. 
Mather & Platt, Manchester. This work was to be completed in 
six months. 


* 


The Metropolitan Railway. 


ADDRESSING the shareholders of the Metropolitan Railway Co. at 
the half-yearly meeting last Friday, at the Cannon Street Hotel, 
Mr. MELLOR, the Chairman, said that they had spent 51,000 during 
the half-year for the re-sleepering of parts of the line, which would 
not have been done but for the fact that they were about to put 
down two extra rails for electric traction, and thought it better, 
before doing so, to start with a thoroughly good road with new 
sleepers. Referring to the progress of the electrical installation, he 
said he was glad to be able to tell them that the contracta for the 
work were, for the most part, well in hand, and that the important 
works at Neasden, so far as they bad progressed, seemed to be of 
excellent quality, and had so far proceeded without a hitch or 
drawback of any kind. The power house should be complete, with 
the machinery erected, by the end of this year. He had often 
visited the works, and had had abundant opportunities of judging 
both of the quality and of the materials and workmanship, and he 
might say tbat every month which witnessed the further progress 
of the work convinced them of the wisdom of the course they 
adopted when they decided to put down their own power house on 
their own land at Neasden. The boiler house and boilers, steam 
turbines, switchboards, electric cranes, and all the plant necessary 
to complete the installation, were all well in hand. The reservoir for 
the storage of the necessary condensing water—which had an area 
of about 24 acres— would, they e» pected, be finished by the end of 
August. They had put down plant for lifting the water from the 
two wells they had sunk, from which the reservoir would be filled, 
and, they expected, they would be kept constantly supplied with good 
condensing water. They were also pushing forward the equipment 
of the permanent way, and they had made what they considered 
very favourable contracts for the conductor rails and for some new 
corridor, motor and trailer cars, which were now being built. The 
British Westinghouse Co. were supplying the whole of the machinery 
and plant, and thus they were practically responsible for the com- 
plete and efficient working of the whole of the electrical system. 
There would thus be no divided responsibility, and as to them 
would go the credit for the successful working of the whole installa- 
tion, they had every possible inducement to do their very best to 
make the electrification a complete success, Referring to the effect 
which the electrical working of the line was likely to have upon 
the future prospects of the company, the chairman said that, as the 
months rolled by, he saw the electrification scheme approaching 
nearer and nearer completion ; the magnitude of the work of con- 
version and the far-reaching consequences of that work, became 
every day more apparent, and he felt that none of them could quite 
realise what the change was going to do for them. He could only 
say that he believed the results would exceed anything the most 
sanguine of them.had hoped for. He was not a sanguine man, but 
he was convinced he did not take too sanguine or too optimistic a 
view when he told them that he felt the atrongest confidence that 
this electrification would inaugurate a new era of prosperity for the 
railway. He would remind them of the enormous advantages they 
possessed in the great size of their tunnels, constructed as they 
were to accommodate two broad-gauge trains, and consequently 
affording ample space for passengers to alight in the event of a 
mishap and walk to the nearest station--an advantage which they 
would easily understand would be of the utmost consequence in an 
emergency. Their nearness to the surface, again, and the wide 
openings for ventilation, were other great advantages. Assuming 
that they would carry 50,000,000 passengers per annum on thu 
circle, the acceleration of speed which the use of electricity would 
give them would mean a saving in time to the travelling public of 
400,000 days in a year — assuming that each passenger used the train 
for 12 minutes per journey. That saving would add just 30 per 
cent. to the capacity of the railway. If he was spared one year 


more he hoped and believed he would have the happiness of con- 
gratulating them on the completion of a work which had involved 
immenee labour and anxiety on the directors and staff, but which 
he ventured to think would bring back to them the best days of 
the old Metropolitan. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Co. 


THE report of the diréctors, which is to be submitted to the 
meeting to be held at Liverpool on Tuesday, 11th inst., says that 
the gross revenue receipts for the half-year ended June 30th 
amount to £41,664 6s., and the working expenses to £32,005 8a. 9d. 


„The number of passengers carried during the last two years is as follows: 


Half-year Half-year Half. year Half-year 
ending ending ending ending 
Dec. 31st, June 30th, Dec. 3lat, June 30th, ' 
1901. 1902, 1903, 
First class .. T x 708,740 650,756 719,287 759,180 
Second class, including в 
tramways "E .. 8,321,856 2,966,690 38,884,621 8,884,798 
Workmen (special return 
tickets) .. se .. 1,402,858 1,402,976 1,336,396 1,420,116 
Total 5,493,454 5,026,422 5, 440,904 5,514,089 


“ The traffics shown above indicate a satisfactory increase, and 
although the working expenses, due to the acceleration of the trains, 
are larger, yet the service has proved to be popular, and is leading 
to a steady improvement in the number of travellers. The Bill of 
the Cheshire Lines Committee for powers to effect a junction with 
this company’s railway at the Herculaneum Dock has received the 
Royal assent. The Bill of the Seaforth and Sefton Junction Rail- 
way, which will connect with the Liverpool overhead line at 
Beaforth, has passed the Committees of both Houses of Parliament. 
The negotiations with the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway have 
made good progress. When this company's railway is connected 
up with these important main lines, it will form a valuable link 
in their through traffic, from which the directors anticipate con- 
siderable advantage. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, 


£ s. d. 

Receipts from passenger traffic amount to vx es 10, 858 13 0 
Miscellaneous receipts and interest .. s е 805 13 0 
41,664 6 0 

Less working expenses ad T a T 82,000 8 9 
9,658 17 3 

Deduct interest on mórtgage debentures T 3,800 0 0 
5,858 17 8 

Add balance brought forward, December 31st, 1902 4013 8 7 
Leaving available for dividend .. a t vs we 9,872 5 10 


Out of this balance the directors recommend the declaration of dividends 
at the following rates (less income-tax), payable on and after August 15th, 
next :— 


5 per cent. per annum on preference shares. 48,000 0 0 
T T ordinary shares is ee 8,125 0 0 


leaving a balance of £3,747 5s. 10d. to be carried forward to next half-year,” 


Central London Railway Co. 


Тнв report of the Central London Railway Co. for the half-year 
ended June 30th last, which was submitted to the meeting yester- 
day, stated that the amount expended on capital account during 
the balf-year was £84,373. The receipts from all sources amounted 
to £187,235, and working expenses to £94,350, leaving a 
balance of £92,885. There was again a large increase in rates and 
taxes, which were now equal to 15 per cent. of the net receipts. 
The number of passengers carried was 23,179,138, an increase of 
299,804. After providing for interest on the debenture stock and 
special expenses, amounting to £1,947, attending the vibration 
inquiry, there was a balance of £102,406, including £27,717 brought 
forward. The directors recommended a dividend on the ordinary and 
preferred stock at the rate of 4 percent. per annum. After putting 
aside £10,425 for the proportion applicable to the deferred stock — the 
dividend on which is not payable until the result of the year's 
working has been ascertained—there remained an unappropriated 
balance of £45,406. The whole of the trains are now worked -by 
motor-cars on the multiple unit system. It is anticipated that this 
improved service will enable the company to give better accommo- 
dation to the public, and that, with further experience, material 
economy in working will resalt. To enable the lifts to be worked 
independently of the main service, a new sub-station is in course of 
construction at Bond Street Station. The large fan at Shepherd's 
Bush for the ventilation of the tunnels has been erected and tested, 
and will, as soon as possible, be regularly worked. 


The sixteenth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of 
this company was held on Wednesday at the Holborn Restaurant, 
Sir Henry Oakley, the chairman, presiding. 

In proposing the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said that 
the Bill which the company had in Parliament had been suspended 
in common with all Bills relating to tube railways, pending the 
report of the Royal Commission which was iinquiring into the 
question of London locomotiou. He believed that some statement 
would be made upon the subject in the course of a few days, and 
they would then know whether their Bill was likely to be suspended 
over next session. Passiug to the accounts, he said that the capital 
account remained practically the same, but they had continued to 
spend money in sundry tmprovements which would sooner or later 
bave to be provided by capital. At this moment capital owed 
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revenue about £103,000, which they would have to replace in the | 


course of the year. £119,000 had been spent on additional motor 
cars and carriages, to carry out the recommendations of the Board of 
Trade Committee which sat to inquire into the question of the vibra- 
tion caused by their engines. They had bought 68 motor carriages, 
and these had been worked for some time with remarkable success. 
They were more economical as far as coal consumption was con- 
cerned, and they also facilitated the despatch of the trains at either 
end, as no time had to be wasted in changing engines. Of course 
there was a disagreeable side to the question, viz., that it had thrown 
out of use a number of engines, which had been paid for out of 
capital, representing a value of £69,000. Of course those engines 
were worth something, and they were endeavouring to find a 
market for them, but the difference between what they realised and 
their cost to capital would have to be met out of revenue, so that 
the capital might always be represented by useful working 
material. The knowledge that they would have to make that 
provision had had ite effect upon the dividend. They bad also 
established, at Bond Street, a sub-station for the purpose of 
enabling the lifts and the lighting to be worked independently of 
the main service for the railway, so that in case of any interruption 
to the main current the tunnels and the stations would not be 
deprived of light. The shareholders would remember that they 
had established a large fan at Shepherd’s Bush to pump air into 
the tunnels. It had only recently been completed, and he could 
not go into detail as to its effectiveness; but he was pleased to say 
that on the few nights they had had it in full work they were able to 
change the whole of the air in the tunnel three times within each hour, 
and he was told by travellers that in the morning the freshness and 
sweetness of the air were remarkable. To be quite frank, he could 
not say that that freshness continued throughout the whole of the 
day, but he had no doubt that as soon as they knew what they 
wanted they would be able to find a remedy, so as to make the 
tunnels what they desired them to be— the pleasantest places in 
London. They had carried during the half-year more than 
300,000 more passengers than they did in tbe corresponding 
half of 1902, but it must be remembered that last year 
the railway benefited greatly by the influx of passengers on the 
days assigned for the celebration of peace and the Coronation 
respectively ; and discounting that extra traffic, it was estimated 
that the increase їп regular passengers last half-year was about 
320,000 ; and for the whole year they had increased by about 
£00,000. That, he thought, was a most convincing proof of 
the popularity of the line, and of the steady and reliable manner 
in which the traffic was increasing. It was interesting to note that 
they had carried 2,900,000 workmen—representing about 123 per 
cent. of the total number carried—at half-price, and the effect on 
their receipts was that they earned rather more than 11d. on every 
passenger they carried. They had earned £2,100 more last half- 
year tban in the corresponding six months, and as far as the work- 
ing expenses were concerned, had done it at a saving of £:3,000. 
Unfortunately, however, their rates and taxes had increased by 
£4,301, so their net saving was only £700. The poundage on 
all their properties wbich they had to pay for rates and taxes 
worked out at about tis. 8d. in the £. They were endeavouring to 
prove that they were unfairly taxed in relation to other properties ; 
but in the meantime there was nothing for them but to pay. The 
net balance available was £102,406, which included £27,717 brought 
forward. Thevibration experiments having been concluded, they 
had thought it right to debit the revenue with the costs of that, 
amounting to nearly £2,000. Out ofthe balance of £102,000 they 
proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. on all the 
stocks, leaving £45,000 to be carried forward. " 
The report was adopted. 


Great Northern and City Railway Co. 


Tur 10th half-yearly general meeting of the shareholders of this 
company was held on Tuesday at the Westminster Palace Hotel, Bir 
Charles Scotter presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said he 
was glad to say that the line was practically complete between 
Moorgate Street and Drayton Park. The whole of the machinery 
and the generating station was finished, and ready for working 
to-morrow. A great part of the rolling-stock had been already 
delivered, while the remainder was practically complete ; so that 
they were in a very forward position to take advantage of the time 
when the contractors were able to call in the Board of Trade to 
inspect the line, and make it ready for traffic. The extension from 
Drsyton Park to Finsbury Park was in a very forward state, 
and their engineer reported very favourably upon the pro- 
grees of the work. Since they began they had had the cordial 
co-operation of the Great Northern Railway Co. in carrying 
out that most important extension; and, so far as he could 
see at present, there was no reason why that particular 
portion of the line should not be completed within a very short 
time. He thought he was justified in saying that before they 
met for the next half-yearly meeting the line would practically 
- be open for traffic between Moorgate Street and Finsbury Park. 
The shareholders would remember that they looked upon the exten- 
sion to the Bank as being a very important part of the line, and 
that particular portion would not be completed yet, bat they did 
not intend to delay the opening of the line until the extension to 
the Bank was finished. As soon as the extension to Finsbury Park 
was ready and the station there complete, they would open the 
railway to public traffic, and they had every reason to believe it 
would meet with success. That was the tenth report they had sub- 
mitted, so that practically the line had been before them five years, 
and when they considered the magnitude of the work, he did nos 


think that, on the whole, they had any cause for dissatisfaction at 
its progress. They anticipated a very heavy traffie even to Moor- 
gate Street, but tbey. were quite certain that the traffic would be 
considerably increased when they were able to announce that they 
ot uld carry passengers from Finsbury Park to the Bank. 

The EaRL of LAUDERDALE seconded the motion, and the report 
was adopted. 

Subsequently a special meeting was held, when the following 
resolutions were unanimously agreed to :— 

* 1. That the £450,000 additional capital authorised by the Great 
Northern and City Railway Act, 1903, to b> raised, be, in exercise 
of the powers conferred on the company by that Act, hereby 
created, and that such capital be issued as preference shares or stock 
bearing interest at a rate not exceeding £4 per cent. per annum 
upon such terms and conditions and in such manner consistent with 
the provisions of the said Act as the directors shall think fit." 

“ 2. That the £150,000 debenture stock authorised by the Great 
Northern and City Railway Act, 1903, to be created, be, and is 
hereby created, and that such stock be issued and disposed of 5y 
the directors at such times and on such terms and conditions aud in 
such manner consistent witb the provisions of the said Act as the 
directors may determine." 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co. 


Mn. Е. A. Bevan, presiding at the meeting of this company at 
Winchester House, E. C., on Friday last, said that the traffic receipts, 
compared with the corresponding period of 1902, had increased by 
£9,278, and the charter of the J/inia for repairs executed on the 
cable of another company amounted to £4,999. The total increase 
of receipts was £14,012. There was an increase of £3,407 in the 
working expenses, chiefly normal increases of wages and various 
items at stations. There had also been a repair of a minor nature 
to the cable which broke very near Valentia, which cost altogether 
£3,485. The total increase in the working expenses was £6,962, and 
this, deducted from the increased revenue, left £7,049 advance. 
The traffic account balances had increased, but that was occasioned 
by the increases in the traffic balances consequent upon this com- 
pany carrying other companies’ traffic during the year. When their 
cables were broken, this company had to carry their traftic, and 
there had been rather more than usual arising from that source. 
They had had to repair one of their 1873 deep-sea cables during 
the half-year. The renewal fand showed £12,190 as the expenses, 
80 far, but this did not represent the whole cost. They could not 
say exactly what it would amount to, but it might be another sum 
of the same amount. When they came to consider the cost of those 
deep-sea repairs, this was really a very moderate amount. They 
had managed to make that repair—inserting 43 milesof new cable 
—and their captain and experts on the Jf/nía had performed their 
work with the greatest possible dexterity. The Direct United 
States Cable Co. had also had to effect a repair of that kind, and 
the sum debited on that company’s account was considerably larger 
than in the case of this company. They (the directors) alwaystold 
the shareholders that they had to face the contingency of one of 
their old cables being in such a condition that it could not be lifted. 
He was glad to say that that had not been the case here. Though 
they had lifted it again and again, and found it bad, they did at 
last come upon a good sound bit of cable, which was hanging, as it 
were, upon the top of a mountain. The sounding in that part of 
the Atlautic was something like 2,300 fathoms, but there was a 
mountain range there, and they had only to go down 700 fathoms, 


- little distance away. This showed the very uncertain nature of 


the bottom of the Atlantic. They had also a small repair nearer 
home, for wbich they had to charter another vessel It was not 
thought worth while to bring the Minia across the Atlantic to 


execute the repair, so they chartered the Byitan іи, and the repair 


was executed in a very short time. The telegraph conference had 
been sitting in London. The tendency of its proceedings had been 
rather to reduce, probably, the profits of the cable companies, but 
he hoped not to any considerable extent. He was not very 
sanguine about the prospects of this half-year, but they hoped that 
the results would be as satisfactory as during the last half. 

Sir GERALD FITZGERALD seconded the motion, which was adopted 
after some little discussion. 


Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton 
Railway Co. 


THE half-yearly ordinary mecting of shareholders in this company 
was held on Saturday at Hamilton House, Sir Henry Fowler 
presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the capital expenditure during the half- 
year amounted to £658,331. The total expenditure to date was 
£900,326. The amount of share capital created was £4,825,000, and 
the amount still unissued was £4,003,450. The estimated expendi- 
ture for the current half-year was £750,000. The engineers’ report 
showed satisfactory progress with the construction of the works. 
The rent became due from the Underground Electric Railways 
Co. Ltd., on Saturday. A dividend was declared at the rate of 
4 per cent. per annum. 


Metropolitan District Railway. 


THE report of this company for the half-year ended June 30th last, 
to be submitted to the meeting yesterday, states that the receipta 
for the half-year have been £202,518, and the working expenses 
£112,982, showing a profit of £89,535, against £90,372, a decrease of 
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£836. The number of passengers carried was 24,022,866, an increase 
of 3,471,665. Passenger receipts amounted to £185,673, a decrease 
of £2,350. After paying the interest on debentures and debenture 
stock and the several rent charges, there is a balance of £18,127. 
This amount provides a dividend on the 4 per cent. guaranteed stock 
at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum, and leaves £342 to be carried 
forward. The Ealing and Harrow Railway was opened on June 
28th, and is being worked by an electr‘cal service of trains. The 
Hounslow Railway has been acquired by the company. Upon the 
Whitechapel and Bow line a large traffic is being carried, but this 
line cannot be properly utilised until the railways are worked elec- 
trically and arrangements made for a greatly increased through 
service of trains over the Tilbury Railway. The work of converting 
the railway from steam to electrical traction is steadily progressing. 
The power house at Lot's Road is well advanced. The sub-stations 
are in a forward condition, and all nccessary arrangements have 
been made with the Board of Trade and the public authorities for 
laying the cables. A consultative committee of the District and 
Metropolitan Companies has met from time to time to confer upon 
electrical questions affecting the two companies. 


Prospectuses. 


TRR North Wales Power and Traction Co., Ltd., ie the title of a 
new company formed to develop the water power of the lakes in 
the neighbourhood of Snowdon and Conway, by establishing hydro- 
electrical generating stations, and supplying energy io local rail- 
ways and tramways, also to a large number of quarries which exist in 
the neighbourhood. The capital is £270,000 in 54,000 £5 shares, 
and the issue covers 50,600 shares. The directors’ power to issue 
debentures is limited to £135,000 in the first instance. 

The company acquires contro] of the Portmadoc Beddgelert and 
South Snowdon Railway, authorised last year, with the initial 
object of purchasing, electrifying and extending the Croesor 
Railway to some 13 miles in length, and in addition of supplying 
electricity for lighting and power over a portion of the County of 
Carnarvon. 

Mr 8. B. Cottrell, the engineer to the Liverpool Overhead Rail- 
way Co., has estimated a revenue of £18,962 from these sources, and, 
in addition, a large revenue, estimated at £57,700, may be expected 
from the 5,000 B. H r. surplus power which the company will 

OBBe88. 
4 In connection with the capital expenditure, £145,000 is the 
estimated cost of the extension and electrification of the railway, 
the construction of dams, &c., and power house, £35,000 in respect 
of transmission lines and transforming stations, £12,000 for the 
purchase of the Croesor Railway, and £80,000 for the purchase of 
various properties and preliminary expenses. 

The consulting engineers to the scheme are Messrs. Sir Douglas 
Fox and partners, the engineers Mesers. Harper Bros. & Co., and the 
secretary and offices (pro tem.) Mr. F. B. Fuller, 1, Leadenhall 
Street, E.O. The list closes to-day. | 


A prospectus is to hand from the Consolidated Electrical Co., 
Ltd., who are issuing the balance (£15,000) of their authorised 
capital as cumulative 6 per cent. Preference ehares. 

This company is a reconstruction of the Consolidated Telephone 
Construction and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., whose business was 
taken over as a going concern. The authorised capital is £125,000, 
in £1 shares, of which 109,096 have been issued as ordinary shares, 
and 904 are held in reserve. The object of the reconstruction was to 
provide the undertaking with working capital for the development 
of its business, which lies mainly with the Government depert- 
ments, the railway companies, and municipal authorities. An initial 
cash capital of £28,000 was then secured, of which some £16,000 is 
still uncalled. 

The object of the present issue of preference shares is to pay off 
certain liabilities in the shape of debenture shares, taken over by 
the new company, and they will constitute a first charge on the 
calculated assets (exclusive of goodwill), amounting to £80,000. 

The net profits of the old company for the last three years are 
certified at £2,982, £2,474 and £2,197; the estimated additional 
income from shares held in the Anglo-Portuguese Telephone Co., 
Ltd., is nearly £2,000 per annum, and a trading profit of 10 per 
cent. on the new capital brought into the reconstructed company 
would further increase the income by about £2,500 per annum, 
giving &n estimated net income of from £5,000 to £7,000 per 
annum, on which the preference dividend of £900 ranks as first 
charge. Holders of ordinary shares in the company will have 
preferential treatment over members of the public in the matter of 
allotment. 

The list opened on Friday, July 31st. The secretary is Mr. Theo. 
Taunton, and the registered office Northampton Grove, Canon- 
bury, N. 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply.— 
On the 4th inst. the directors of this corporation declared an 
interim dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum for the half- 
year ended June 30th, 1903. 


Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting Company of 
Buenos Ayres.— A meeting of the owners of 4 per cent. debentores 
ot this company will be held at River Plate House, Finsbury 
Circus, on Wednesday next at 3 o'clock, for the purpose of con- 
sidering three extraordinary resolutions in regard to the agreement 
between the company and the Deutsch Ueberseeische Elektricitüts- 
Gesellschaft. арх 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wed nesday Evening. 

MaREE?Ts are settling into thcir usual stride after the August Bank 
Holiday, but the number of people who are out of town is an all- 
suffücing reason for quietude of business. Daring the next few 
weeks there will be very little doing, and consequently little to 
write about. Darirg is the promoter who ventures to appeal for 
fresh capital in the holiday month, unless it be that he has wares in 
the shape of new issues carrying a substantial bonus to existing 
shareholders. And it may be wondered whether even a first-class 
electricity supply concern would receive much popular support were 
it to ask for money just now, although, of course, the capital would 
easily be provided elsewhere. We hear rumours of several new 
power companies, the prospectuses of which tremble on the edge of 
issue; the North Wales Power and Traction is опе of the first to 
make its interesting appearance. In returning subscriptions from 
applicants who wrote for the new Mono-Rail stares, the directors 
hint that the scheme is vot far from dead, and it would be а 
thousand pities if s» novel a venture were to fail of attainment 
through lack of money. Thc prophet-optimist already foresees the 
day when the success of simiiar schem2s will cause the capitalist to 
tear his hair at having missed the opportunity of taking up the 
initial shares offered in Great Britain. 

But home railway stocks of all kinds are out of favour, notwith- 
standing a good dividend and reports now being issued. Central 
London Ordinary is down а point, after falling lower, but the Pre- 
ferred stock has improve 1 to the same extent, while the Deferred 
shed 2; City and South London remain unchanged. On Tuesday 
last Sir Charles Scotter, at the Great Northern and City Rhilway 
meeting, said that he hoped the line would be open for traffic 
between Finsbury Park and Moorgate Street before ancther six 
months had passed. Meanwhile the A Preferred shares of this 
company stand at 8 for the £10 fully-paid shares. Great Northern, 
Piccadilly and Brom»ton CrJirary are a shade under par. Both 
the Underground stocks continue dull, although the District did 
very well on Bank holiday, with its electrified extension to Harrow. 
The comfortable saloon carriazes had as much as they could do 
to cop e with the traffic in the busy parte of the day. 

The London United Tramway cars were packed from early morn 
to late at night, but the Preference shares keep about 12, and the 
Debenture stock remains at 106. British Electric Traction Ordi- 
nary are hardening a trifle, although no quotable change is seen ia 
the price. Anglo-Argentine Trams are 43, Cape Electrics 2}, and 
Calcutta 7. Buenos A; r:s and Belgrano 5 per cent. Second Deben- 
tures have been changing hands preity frequently about par, and Bris- 
bane Electric Tramwa;s Preference have been done at 43 this week. 
The Ordinary are nominally 3, and Debenture 134, ex the 5s. a share 
deducted on the last pay-day. Metropolitan Electric Deferred bang 
about 5s., and the Preference are just their par value of a sovereign, 
while New General Tra: tions languish at 15s. for the fully-paid £5 
shares; the Prefererce, of similar denominatior, command about 
half their nominal valus. Potteries a-e 10, for Ordinary and Pre- 
ference shares alike. 

Electricity Supply shares are a very quiet market. A fall of {іп 
City Ordinary is balanced by rises of 58. in Smithfield Markets and 
South London shares. There is a certain amount of business 
passing, bat not enough to cause much fluctuation in values. In this 
connection it may be cf indirect interest to notice that Gas Light 
апа Coke Ordinary stock Fas began to creep up in price again, the 
company making a b. tier 1 port, and generally demonstrating tbat 
electricity has not killed the older illuminant. Bournemouth 
and Poole Ordinary are шз’. гй at 19, and there bas been a little 
doing in Primitiva Gas acd Electric of Buenos Ayres Debenture, 
the nominal price of this 4 per cent. bond being 94. Promptons 
have improved 1, aud Jimmies are a good market. 

In the Telegraph divisi: n, Submarine Cables Trust certificates are 
$4 higher, but the only cnange in the Anglo-American trio is a 
decline of } in the Dcferr.d. Cuba Ordinary have advanced 10s, 
the recent jump in the Fr ‘erence having directed attention to tke 
junior shares, Eas‘ern Ordinary lost its small improvement of last 
week, but West India and Panama Second Preference regained their 
lately lost pound. The septet of National Telephone issues is 
uninteresting, only tbe usually immobile Second Preference moving 
up 104, which bring: them into line of quotation with the First 
Preference shares. In the Miscellaneous list there has not occurred 
a solitary change. 


— MR 


Brompton and Kensington Elcetricity Supply Co. 
The directors of this company have declared а dividend on 
the ordinary shares for the half-year ended June 30th last at the 
rate of 9 per cent. per annum, 4s. 6d. a share. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


Stock ; 
Present or | Dividends for the last closing Closing week ended 
NAMB. Quotations Quotations 
Issue, R TEM three years. July 29h. Aug. 6th. Ac 
1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest| Lowest 
67,100 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debe. es „„ v. x» |. 100 ee T бя 98 —102 98 —102 - . 
25,000 Amazon Tel elegraph Co shares, Nos. 1 to to 25,000 ee ee ee 10 oe е ee 24— 34 a4— 84 ee 
119,7008 Do. do. 5 % Deba., Not. 1 to 1,950 Rec. - ..| 100 m „> vs 70 — 80 70 — 80 s is 
788,840 enpi Ашен сап Telegraph „о... 5. — >. | Stock 83 61s. 60/6 47 — 50 xd 47 — 50 xd i un 
8,105,580 А о. до. 6 % Pref. s ES i "E .. | Stock | 6 6% 6 96 92 — 91 xd 92 — 91 xd 931 92 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. Deferred is s = dg .. | Stock | бв. дв. 1/- 9 Bl— 8; s sis 
44, e B ss vis vs b b T 6 % 4$— b xd 41— Бұ xd 
Commercial Cable e. >. | $100 8 8 8 9 150 —160 150 —160 i T 
ате с 207 2 Bterling 500 year 4 v Deb. Stock Red. ss aie Prock ix ix E 92 — a 92 — 95 934 93 
Ы elegrap * ee e? ee ee ee ee ү 64 7 — 8 oe oe 
14 21 ге. id 10 % Pref. x йе Xe. “eee Эже. rears з Е * 17 — 18 17 — 18 . 
Direct Span elegrap : Ws es Хи s ix e 
6,000 Do. do. 10 % Cum. Pref. ae ЗР за ss b ie E s ;- 1 64— 1 © ee 
80,000 Do. do. 44% De he b. ero uA Е ж 5 97 —101 % 97 —101 2 M 
60,710! | Direct United States Cable 90 8196 | 88% % 10 — 1 10 — 104 104 104 
87,800 | Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. Deb, within Nos. 1t to 1,900, Red. 100 xs A n» 99 —102 9) —102 vs m 
4,000,000 Eastern Telegraph, Ord. S 5 ... | Stock 7% | 795 | 7% | 129 —13. 128 —133 135 | 129 
1, Do. 2 AN Stock 2: ee "m 100 Se ee ae 89 — 91 xd кә — 92 90 89 
1,584,645 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. 000. | Stock 24 us ..' | 105 —i08 105 —108 107 1063 
800, Eastern Extension, 1 and China Telegraph гә - 10 7 96 7 96 7 96 12 — 12 12 — 123 xd 123 12 
820,0001 Do. 4 96 Deb. Stock .. | Stock Es 22 Ds 104 —107 xd | 106 —109 1064 is 
800,000 | Eastern & South Аеш Tele., 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8, 000, red. 1909 | 100 ae » vs 100 —103 94 —1C1 xd » 43 
200,000: Do. do. 1 Reg. M Mort. Беш: (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 5000 25 Rt 80 is 100 —108 100 —103 = : 
Globe Telegraph and vie Н és js 10 5196 5196 is 9 — xd 9 — 94xd 94. 
180,042 Do. do. 6 % Pref. Ke- It wa Ww» 10 d ў 2 127— 131 ха | 12j— 134 xd 134 18 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Co nhagen 4 vs 10 15% |16% | 124% 23 — 22 — 923 с? 
62.5001 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, "ne lst Mort. Pts , Within Sie 100 .. 99 —102 99 —102 
? to : ee ee ee 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph te e 25 10 10 | 10% | 85 — 39 35 — 39 T La 
100,000: | London Platino- Brazilian Telegraph, 6 96 Debe. vx 28 Е 100 n: © E 100 —104 100 —104 ma au 
1,983,888 |gNational Telephone, Pref, В Kv. ae. же Сеш. wa р 100 5% | 5% | 6% | 100—102 xd | 100 —102 xd | 101} | 1003 
1,966,667 Do. Def. Stock s s» ig we ..| 100 X si 44% 79 — 81 xd 79 — 81 xd EM 
15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Ist Pref. .. is Ки ә ue 10 6 6% 6% 18 — 14 xd 18 — 14 xd >з n 
15,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. and Pref. Е a 10 6 6 6% 124 — 134 xd 13 — 14 xd - Р 
2,250,000 Do. do. 59% Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., E to о 260,000 $4. s 5 5 5 % 5 — bixd 5 — 95 xd bi e 
000, 0007 Do. do. M Deb. 8tock Red. 5 .. | Stock | 84 84 83% 96 — 9x 96 — " ; 
600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. s è 100 4 4 & 4 %, 101 —103 101 zin) 1023 1013 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone i Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid is 1 6 6 6% 4—. #4 M— 18 e . 
100,000: | Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debe, 110 1000 — .. ..| 100 Ф s A —100 97 —100 is 
11,889 Reuter's ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 8 5 % 5 % » 74 74 * е9 
8,808 | Sabmarine Cables Trust 2s ss РЯ ва vs .. | Cert. 5 ze EE 112 —117 113 —118 Р , 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone | s b 1% 1% 1% л а 6 6 : bs 
000 Do. do. Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 ee 5 е е se 4 E 51 4 53 е е 
179, 947 Do. do. 5 Debs. . e eo Stock ее oe . 104 —107 104 —107 . ee 
15,600 | West African "Telegraph, Shares  .. 10 - E 2% 5— 6 5— 6 T A 
150,000 | West Coast of America, 4% Debs., 1 to 1,500 guar. Љу Braz. Sub. Tel. 100 “з es ўж 95 — 98 95 — 98 54 Vs 
967,980 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nor 1 to 207,980 és = Vs 10 1% 1% Ps 12 — 12 12 — 12 124 eA 
75,0002 Do. 5 % Debs. 2nd fig arg 1906 .. as ..| 100 xs es “% 100 —103 100 —103 ба . 
400,000 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Btoc k Red. ee ee ec ee 100 oe ee . 97 —100 97 —100 Й ee 
88,821 West India and Panama Telegraph .. ee ee ee ee 10 196 oe oe. 4 ыы aed B 5 е 
84,668 Do. do. do. 6 cum. Ist Pref. ee eo 10 ee ee v 64— 7 "m 7 : ae 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. 2nd Pref. 10 am ae з 8— 4 4— 6 я " 
80,0001 Do. do. do. Debe, Nos. 1 to 1,800 f 100 SA ЕЕ 8 98 —101 98 —101 s " 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. ee eo ee 10 ee ee ee 8 — 4 8 — 4 б oe 
0001 Do. do. b lst Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee Stock ee ee e — 82 77 — 8) ae 
100,000 | British Electric Traction i e me SA 2 eis 10, 9% 9% 8 94 ui 111 111— 11j 118 114, 
100,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. Pref. А ee 10 zs ix is 114— 12 12 — 12} 12 11 
600, Do. do. 5 % Perpetual Debenture Stock ss .. | Stock oe vs Sx 22 —125 1234 —125 А S 
100,000 -| British Insulated and Helsby Cables s vs č s os 5 15% | 10% 10 6 А 64— 2 ie i 
100,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. . sx г» es 5 ie x $n 51 — 5{ха 51 — 57 ха v aie 
60,000 Do. do. 43 1st Mort. Deb. Red.. s с ..| 100 "t i. "E 102 —106 102 106 1043 is 
60,000 {TBrowett, Lindley & Co., Ord. ee ee ee ee ee £1 8 Nil oe 1 0 bm 96 ee ee 
60,000 |i Do. 6 % Cum. Pref. .. T vis - £1 6 6 96 » 14/6 to 15/6 14/6 to 15/ К m 
106,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 106,781 . e wis 2 5 Nil Nil 1— 1} 1— 14 ? $ 
125,000 Do. do 96 Perp. eb. Stock . ee ee Stock ee ee ae 99 —102 99 —102 е • 
196,00 Го. до. 4 9% Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock ee ee Stock ee ee ee 87 — 92 87 — 92 . . 
Callender's Cable Construction shares 25 T "m #5 és 5 15% 2 9% |15% 114— 13 jj 123 , ; 
40,000 А до. до. 5 % Cum. Pref &s 5 " es es 5: 51— 5 5% г 
90,0002 Do. do. do. 44 А n lst Mor. Deb. Stock Red. | Stock es E S 106 —110 106 —110 š 
1,860,014 Central London Railway, Ord. 8 ee ee ee ee Stock ee 4 4 % 103 —106 103 — 106 ee . 
Do. do. 4% Pref. bioak eo - ee .. | Stock es 4 4% 101 —104 102 —106 : 
494,908 Do. do. Def. do. ee ee ee ee ee Stock ee 4 4 % 107 —110 105 —108 1054 ee 
1,880,000 | City and South London Railway .. T T oo "n .. | Stock | 13% 2 83% 63 — 65 xd 63 — 65 634 К 
86,000 | Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 85, 00 8 8% 14% a 2 — 9— 24 = "x 
100,0001 Бо. 6 % les Mort, Reg. Debs, 1 so 0000: £10,and}) | | . | 101 —105 101 —105 ai ж 
99,261 | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, А” shares, £8 paid, 1 to ш 5 % Nil is 0 — 0— 4 5% ‘ 
17,189 Do. do. “ A” shares, 01 „199 5 % Nil р 1 là— 24 ‘ К 
344,081 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 100 5 m 925 71 — 75 71 — 75 А oe 
100,000! Do. do. "o ene. Deb. Btock Prov Certa. all рі. 100 ө vx : 75 — 80 75 — 80 es a 
112,100 |Electrio Construction, 1 to 112,1 2 6% | 6% | 6% lj— 19 1}— 13 1| , 
800 Do. do. 7% Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 oa ne ras 2 T ks as 2 8 23— 8 е 
82,5001 Do. do. 4 9, Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. oor as Stock oe P e 99 —102 99 —102 i ae 
25,000 | General Electric Co. (1900), 5 % Cum. Pref. ; ; 10 5% 5% 5% 94— 10 94— 10 Ме 3 
200,000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb. Stock "à Ж pd 99 —102 99 —102 © acs 
85,000 | Henley's (W. T.) Telegraph Works, Ord. "e 5 20 % 20 % 20% | 11 — 15 14 — 15 B a 
86,000 Do до. x, Pref. .. ы T 5 44% a sis 5 — 5 — 5 “› = 
48,060 45 Mort. Deb. Stock >. — .. | Stock |... S E 108 —112 108 —112 | кз 
60,000 Indis Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Works 10 10% 10 js 184— 193 184 — 19i vx T 
800,000i do. do. 4 96 Ist Mori. Deb. 100 га xus e 100 —103 100 —103 ae Кя 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ee Vs A ` 10 8196 1496 14% 51— 5? 51 б Р 
10,000 t Do. до. Pref. £10 paid ee ee ee ee 10 es ee ee 104— 11 1 TS. 11 oe ee 
87,860 | Telegraph ine asia and Maintenance.. 12 173% | 20 % 2% 32 — 35 32 — 85 35 : 
150,0001 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 $071,500 Red. 1900 100 9 ie 2 100 —103 100 —103 ae 
640,0002 Waterloo 4 -CityeRallway 0rd. Stock ee eo se ee ee 100 8 % 8 % 34% 97 —100 97 2 -100 ee . 


t Quotations on Liverpool StockeExchange. 


t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


From Manchester Share List. 


——— 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Шеоігіо Free Wiring, #—0. 


Oldbam 


Do. 


Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. (June 18, 1908) 


Ashton, and Hyde Electrio (410 pd.) Ord, 144147. 


Pret, (419 ра.) 10- 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing Business done 
pec | МАМЕ, or | Dividenda tor the otations | Quotations | week ended 
: Share. years. uly 99th. Aug. 5th. | Aug. 5th, 1908. 
t 1900. 1901. | 1902. Highest.| Loweat 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Lg dn Light, Ord... 5% as 1 as za & i & i es is 
100,000 Do. Deb. Btock, Prov. Certe. ee 100 es ee ee 118 —191 118 —121 ae ee 
20,000 Brompton. а & Kensington кло Li Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 90,000 .. 6 6% | 8% 1 8% 1 11 104— 11} 11 ss 
30,000 do. 1% Саш, Pre .. 6 : 1 i 10j— 1 2s js 
60,000 | Charing cron and Strand Electricity i Supply а л 5 9 |10% |10% — — 9 .. 
70,000 Do. do. Cum. Pre. 6 E > va 6 6 $ .. 
40,000 Do. do. “ Сі Undertaking '' b Sam Pref. еа 5 е е 5 Б ae 526 
ур *Ch 1 Do. i до. 1 са Qo Ps Stock Red. . ee ee ee 100 . % ee 1% 15 — 56, 104 mar? 106 oe 
9 Slsea ectricity upply, ee ee ee ee 5 4 4 т 53 us 
150,000: Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ә .. | Stock ч * 5 107 —110 107 —110 ix oe 
70,505 | City of London Electric Lighting, Ord, 40,001—110,06  .. .. 10 0 595, | 5% 11 — 114 104— 11 1014 °° 
40,000 Do. Tdi ef., 1 to ‚000 EN ; 10 6 à Е 18 — 14 13 — 14 25 р 
400,0004 Do. Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all pad. КА > " ds 121 —1926 121 —126 Е T 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe., all paid .. | 100 Vu be us 102 —105 102 —105 1043 1043 
40,000 | County of London & оар тоть Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% 4% 4% 8— 9 8— 9 вй . 
20,000 Do. 6 % Pref., 40,001—900,000. . 10 755 is ae 114— 124 114— 124 .. . 
400,0001 Do. до: 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. (all paid) Red és Lx že ‚з 109 —112 109 —112 ©з m 
50,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares Pe se 6 1% | 1% | 7% 6]— 6jxd 64— 61 . . 
80,000 Do. de. 6 % Com. Pref. .. ү ы К ss » 6 — 6 — 65, б 
9000 K 59, А Enigi bridge El 2 депо Deb. Stock Sue 100 13; i 'à * 106 mest 0 — 113 as “+ 
, ens n an ts e Electric, es 5 0 10 104— x 04— - zs 
90,000 5o do. 4 96 Debenture Stock .. | Stock os va ee 108 —106 108 —106 РЕ oe 
110,000 | London Electric augers Corporation, Limited, Ord. . ex és 8 s ve UD la 2— 934 ч — 94 T oe 
49, Do. do. do. 6% Pref. b aa T + 53— 6 54— 6 5 di 
100.000 e ша киби e Sold k W565 В 10 | 6% | 6% | 1% Ta 188 TE 184 үз 
etropolitan Elect1;o Supply, ee T 
220,0001 Do. do. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock ee ee se ee ч 75 108 —112 108 —112 б 
250,000 D do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red .. .. | Stock x sx E 97 —100 97 —100 ss . 
10,852 | Notting Hill Ele trio Lighting ee ae oe sx 10 1 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 , . 
40,000 | St. James’ and Full Mall Electric Light, Ord. . . b 143 143 143 15 — 16 xd 15$— 164xd 518 . 
20,000 Do. do. do. Pret. 90, 081 to 40,080 b ee ee ee 8 — 9 ха 8 5 9 xd e 
150,0003 Do. do. do. 83 Dob. Stock Red .. 100 20 € 98 —101 98 —idl aD 
12,000 | Smithfield Markets Eleotrio Supply, Ord... ә» is <a T b ss E 96 8 — 83 81— ee 
65,000 South London Electrici Bupply, Ord. es ee es ee ee b ee . 1 96 84— 4 81— 4 ee Ld 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, ee ee ee ео ae b es ee ae 5 paf 6 — ee 
110,000 | Westminster Eleotris В X Ord. FN H 1% | 104% |12% 123— 184xd 193 — а | 12} 
, inster eo С арр у, ee ee ee ee ee L1 1 2 — x = x { 
28,141 Ро. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. .. s a m b юр s <a 6 — 6 — ША 
* Subject to Founders Shares. f Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, August 5th. 
Е Latest Week's Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS, &c. Price, Inc, or Dec, METALS, &. (continued). Price. Inc. or Dec 
a Acid, Hydrochloric ә» .. per cwt. 5/- g Copper Sheet as "P .. рег ton £71 А 
а „ Nitric.. ka * .. рег cwt. 22/- ud g 90 tod. .. рег ton £71 
a „ Oxalic.. 80 а .. per cwt, 82/- * е - (Elec trolytic) Bars ,. per ton £64 
а „ Sulphuric... T e per cwt. 5/6 | е 90 vi Sheets .. per ton £74 
a Ammoniac, Bal T .. рет ewt. 42/- е a " Rod .. per ton £66 
a Ammonia, Muriate (cry stal) .. per ton £33 10 a € F H.C. Wi ire per lb. 3d. 
a Р а .. per ton £920 * E bonite Rod а per lb. 3/8 
a Bleaching powder . ёв Pa .. per ton £4 10 ví f 5 Sheet ая са .. per lb. 8/- 
a Bisulphide of Carbon ея per ton £15 ER n German Silver Wire че .. per lb. 1/6 
a Borax.. mer = + .. per ton £13 F h Gutta-percha fine .. * .. per lb. 8/- ET 
a Benzole (90 95) S * .. per gal. 7l- T h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 3/11 to 4/64 | inc. 
a е (50/90 96) .. * .. per gal. 5/6 AC | í Iron, Charcoal Sheets per ton £18 — 
a Copper Sulphate .. T .. per ton £19 TT | í „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) — perton | 16/11 Id. inc 
a Lead, Nitrate » T .. рег ton £24 T Е í „ Forgings, according to size рег ton From #11 
a , White Sugar on .. per ton | £31 50 | í ,, Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- 
„ Peroxide T 8 .. рег ton £27 10 s i ,, Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. perton £9 15 
a Methylated Spirit .. . per gal. 2,6 90 : | ` 26 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90 % at 160° С). per gal. 5/6 x g Lead, English Ingot se .. per ton £11 12 í 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. Ф g Sheet "IS .. рег ton £11 15 
a 9 Caustic (75/80%). . per ton £24 $ m Manganin Wire No. 28 . .. per lb. by- 
a 35 Bisulphate d. .. рег ton #85 д Mercury s per bot. £8 12 6 
a Shellac T .. per owt. 136/- Es d Mica (in original cases) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 
a Sulphate of Magnesia 55 .. per ton £4 10 T | | > ЗЕ м А medium per lb. 2/6 to 3.9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 | а » large .. per lb. 1/- to 7,9 
a = Recovered T .. per ton £5 10 p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/- to 1/24 
a i Lump  .. .. рет ton £5 p = rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 
a Boda. Caustic (white 70 95 .. per ton £10 15 ) РА BURN sheet per lb. From 1/2 
a „ Crystals as .. рег ton #8 - 0 Platinum ` 4 . рег oz. £4 
6 50 Bichromate, casks. . .. per lb. 24d. “a р Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb. 10d. to 1/- 
i Steen, Magnet, acc'd'g to desc' p'r n per ton £58 
METALS, &c. „ 5, in bars - ay о £40 | 
. £128 to 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 zu | g Tin, Block .. ee ue per ton | £129 } 
b " Wire, in ton lots. рег ton £168 * „ * .. per lb. 1/8 
b Sheet, in ton lots. per ton £166 * n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. .. per lb. 1/7 
р Babbitt’s metal ingots . . per ton £43 to £145 T p White Anti-fric tion Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 120 basis per lb. еза. E: „White Ant" brand d per ton £42 to £65 
e „ Tube (brazed) : .. per lb, Rad, | j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, onsp "18 рег lb, Tid. 
8 5 » (solid drawn).. .. per lb. Tad. - j „  6lea. Flax.. .. per lb, 58а. 
€ „ Wire, basis.. 88 .. per lb. 7d. j „ 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. 445d. 
с ee Tubes (brazed) .. .. per lb. 9d. * j * 10 Ibs. Russian, single .. per lb. 4 d. 
c „ (solid drawn) .. per lb. 94d. j $ 180 Ibs. Jute rove per ton £11 
g Coppe r Bars (best selected .. per ton £71 ia k Zinc, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) perton | £23 15 


Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Lta.; e Thos. Bolton & sons. Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G. P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & г hakspeare ; h Edward '1'.11 & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lewe; j W. H. ‘Hindley & Co. 
К Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. дА & Sons о Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p T Бе Phosphor: Bronze Co., Ltd. 


^ ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Week | Receipts tor Miles Receipts for | Miles 

i, ending | the week. Total to date. open. | Locality. N 1 "a the week. | Total to date. open. 

£ £* £ £* | » 4 &£* | £ &* | . 
Aberdeen .. .. . Aug. l| 1,251 | — 68 | 11,001 | + 1.36 10 — 2 South Staffordshire «| July24 | 1,043 | 4278 24.745 + 9,099 -2 
Birmingham oe ee [I] 2 5.112 + 231 1 156,110 T 1,269 — — eed : Swansea ee ee ee LT] 24 578 + 87 14,614 + 1,018 , WEE 
Bournemouth ..  ..|Julyló | 1106 | — | — — |10 — |% |OTaunton.. .. . „ 4 66 |— 2| 1,657 — 189 +13 
Blabkpooh l.. ID July 20 nea |+ 3 Mea f 1. at J уйк er Nase. „ 2X2) 0 |) er — 6| a$ «M 

P n , == es ae 5 , Ex 

"rime EIE AP E: рс шне жоон ш тытыш 
ee ee [] 7 + wf, i + " — rexbam Е ' === * — т — 

Вгайота с. i July 2 4.165 Kino 64.v40 | +10,287| 39 |на | м | | Yorks. Woollen Рів... „ 25 E TAB EE 
ton ee ee ee Айк. g + , PE ms Cardiff | + , + D 
Bristol 5 as ..| July 81 | 5,14 | +267 — — on — 3 Chatham & Distriot Co. : i d T и 711,769 ы | = 
Burn e ee es ee Aug. 1 + 145 — == 1 -— Dover ee se • u - TT (] + "тт 
Barnsley District . July 24 165 = 5,198; — k — Dublin . . | duly 81 | 5,575 | +501 | 28,696) 5,771 46 | — 

5 „„ 585 +111 12.758 + 463| 6 | — East Ham  ..|Aug. 1 +166 12,118 + 3.847 5 |+ 
оше 5 „ 24 889 | + 60 23.477 + 3,877 — |9 | Оіазвот .. .. .| » 112.409 [+1261 | 120,409 | + 16,685) 65 | +1 
& Ga „ 24] 915 | + 84 | 249:6| + 4277, 103 |+ 2| o | Hull. e e we] „ 2 | 5827 | +146 | 82,686 + 2.017 11 +1 
Gravesend Ae e n 24 276 — 6,493 — — |8 Ilkeston .. sis ..| July 29 190 — — — 4 | — 
Я Greenook. -P». Glasgow „ = ш + 10 сш + E 1 F 4 me of Таа x ..| Aug. l ш 8885 ид " ee 19 — 
artlepoo ee ee == r7 + + ee ee ee U e. э , ER 

eee .. » 24 140 — 4 3.649 + 208 — |B Liverpool |.  ..  .. Juiy 26 10.818 +513 | 296,566 | +11,082| 101 + 

$ Merthyr ee ee ee 99 24 201 + 10 | 5,708 — 241 8 — | Liverpool - ee eal 97 25 | 12,411 4 7082 = TM 110 4 
gj Middleton .. ae » M 407 4116 9,216; + 999 83 — A Newcastle .. «s ..| „ 25, 9,510 | +698 — — 11 — 
Oldham —Aahton es n 24 602 | + 40! 16,594 | + 1,465 8 | — Portsmouth ss » 45 | А + 230 — — 29 — 
Ж Peterborough ee ee [T] 94 165 — ai 4,084 T A = Salf ford oe oe ee 27 4,055 + 1867 68,178 + 16,687 30 тә 
2 Poole .. .. ..| » 24 941 | + 52 | 8,276 | + 1,829 4 = Southampton „ 28 1,115 7119 — 48 a 
E Potteries e e| » A| 1584 | + 50 45,151 + 9,658 — |. | Sunderland „ 77 | 1426 | +222 | 20,681| 649 18 +14 
Rothesay.. ee ө» " 822 | +822 8,793 | + 1,850 23 | — сы London Railway Aug. 1! 6,176 | 4191 | 32,887, + 265 — 
[шет oo e| » B 90 — 1,490 — 24 | — and B. London Ry. „ 8 | 9. —142 | 12,619; — 1,000 | 64 | — 
Southport — .. „% 24| 397 | + 56| 8.582 + 1,762] Ы | — Dublin and Lucan Riwy. July 26 | 197 | + 74] 542 47 4 
„% ee or ee ree ce ЕЮ тл Overhead Rv. Aug. 2| 1.728 ! + M | 8010! + 68 — 
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METAL MARKET. 
Fluctuations in July. 
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£65 


56 
- 65. 


THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tnm discussion of the papers at the recent convention disclosed 
considerable differences of opinion upon the question of Municipal 
v. Private Enterprise, in connection with the supply of electricity. 

This is not surprising, for, as a local editor remarks in com- 
menting upon the meetings, "People who appreciate the perils 
connected with municipal trading, and who have begun to realise 
the weight of the millstone of local indebtedness which is being 
fastened to the neck of the nation, will regard the statistics with 
very different feelings.” 

It is not to be wondered at that the President should have called 
attention, in his address, to this trend of public opinion, when he 
remarked that, Daring last year there had been afi outburst 
from a section of the community against municipalisation, and there 
could be no question that Parliament apparently intended to restrict 
them to narrower bounds.” 

Under such auspices the attempts to compare the results of 
the municipal and private trading to the advantage of the former 
met with anything but enthusiastic endorsement in the discussion 
which followed the reading of the papers. There seemed, however, 
to be a general agreement as to the necessity of providing an 
adequate reserve fund. 

Mr. Alderman Smith’s statistics were subjected to severe criticism, 
and such a prominent authority as Mr. Vesey Brown, who has 
enjoyed the experience of being a municipal electrical engineer, 
Fay not hesitate to say that the comparative tables were mis- 

eading. 

Mr. W. H. Madgen (who was, we think, one of the originators 
of the Municipal Association) strongly denounced the statements 
in the paper, emphasising the fact that the outlay by Corporations 
of £90 per Kw., against £117 by companies, did not take into 
account all the expenditure incurred, nor the fact that the mileage of 
mains laid entered largely into the question. He pointed outthat many 
corporations had reaped the benefits of the pioneer work carried out 
by the companies, and he might bave added that even in those cases 
they had not always succeeded in making the undertakings pay, if 
adequate provision for depreciation is taken into account, which 
was very generally conceded as necessary, even by prominent 
members of municipalities. 

The remarks of the Scottish local authorities on the subject of 
depreciation were of especial interest, and to paraphrase the words 
of a municipal contemporary, they must have come “as a supple- 
mental shock" to those who have so persistently advocated muni- 
cipal trading in electricity on the basis of the sinking fund 
providing for depreciation, and the advantage to the rates of the 
profits derived from the undertakings. 

Bailie Willock, of Glasgow, regarded it as an exploded idea that 
& surplus should be used to reduce the rates, arguing that it would 
be unfair between the workman and the more wealthy ratepayer. 
The proper plan was to reduce prices rather than contribute to 
the rates. The Glasgow Corporation has always recognised the 
principle of a depreciation fund. Bailie Mackenzie, of Edinburgh, 
favoured by preference the formation of a reserve fund, and also 
disagreed with placing profits to the relief of the rates. He was 
opposed to the extension of municipal trading to the sale of 
fittings, &c., and deprecated the running down of the companies. 

Councillor Soott, of York, gave away the show when he 
suggested that if company directors would do their duty on mani- 
cipal councils, they would, doubtless, manage better than small 
tradesmen ; yet he somewhat illogically contended that “in every 
respect the municipalities were better than companies.” 

he paper by Mr. Councillor Panton, M.D., of Bolton, on Elec- 
tricity Supply and Methods of Stimulating Demand,” did not 
provide the discussion that so practical a subject demanded, 
He dealt with the necessity for low prices and free wiring, sag- 
gesting another system which he called “assisted wiring,” the 
tenant to pay as a quarterly rental 9 per cent. of the total cost 
for three years, when tbe installation would become his own. 
In our issue of May 22nd last, in an article entitled The Art of 
Persuasion,” we dealt with a much stronger inducement to tenants 
to become consamers, viz., offering an absolutely free installation 
of lamps, a scheme which we believe is working well in many 
places. The discussion on Dr. Pauton's paper was limited to obser- 
vations by Bailie Mackenzie, of Edinburgh, who advocated “a heavy 
load for street lighting, which was & standing advertisement," by 
Bailie Willock, of Glasgow, who favoured low prices, and Mr. 
McCowen, of Belfast, who explained that his Corporation had 
obtained Parliamentary powera to hire out motors, and that now 
contractors as well as the municipality were supplying motors on 
the same terms. 

Mr. Joseph A. Jeckell dealt practically with his efforts to improve 
the position at Coventry, and Mr. Robert Hammond endorsed it, 
advocating the policy of boldly laying mains on a large scale as 
a most valuable one. 

Mr. Jeckell incidentally alluded to one of the difficulties 
experienced by the electrical engineer in working a municipal 
undertaking, viz, the action of the Corporation committees in 
preventing them from carrying on the undertaking as they 
consider best. He has adopted important changes iu the 
system at Coventry, especially in substituting two-phase dis- 
tribution for the single-phase originally employed and largely 
increasing the outlay on maias. He would apparently have pre- 
ferred altering the system throughout, but could not accomplish 
so drastic a remedy, as it would have meant scrapping the 
generating plant, the transformers, and the meters, which, from a 
financial point of view, could not be done." 
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He says that! it is well known that committees will frequently 
support the policy of a new manager, and agree to additions and 
alterations which, had they been proposed by the gentleman who 
had previously been manager, would not perhaps have commanded 
their support,” and he apparently defends his predecessor by adding 
that It is not, therefore, always just to think that a manager ought 
to have done what his succeseor has been able to accomplish.” 

Mr. Jeckell pointed out that the idea that it is derogatory to the 
dignity of the electrical engineer to take up the rôle of bagman is 
gradually finding ite way into the limbo of forgotten things, and it 
is becoming recognised that to the chemist, the mechanic, the 
electrician and the accountant the would-be successful municipal 
electrical engineer must add a soupçon of the commercial traveller, 
spruce and up to date.” 

There is much truth in this phase of the commercial side of the 
municipal electrical engíneer's duties, and it should not be lost sight 
of by local authorities when fixing the salaries of the Admirable 
Crichtons required for their undertakinge ; but this matter was not 
discussed at the Convention, although the President did suggest 
that engineers should not be tempted into drifting into the service 
of the companies. 


ELECTRIC FURNACES. 


Тнв June issue of Cassier's Magazine contains an article upon electric 
furnaces from the pen of Mr. J. Wright, in which the autbor 
describes and illustrates most of the types of furnace with which 
we are becoming thoroughly familiar. Among our old friends we 
recognise the arc furnace which is once more stated to be used at 
Neuhausen for the winning of aluminium by the Héroult (incor- 
rectly spelt Hérault) process. It is safe to say that elementary 
aluminium never is, and never has been, made on a commercial scale 
by simple electric smelting of its oxide. In the early days of 
Neuhausen, Héroult, like the Cowles Brothers, prepared aluminium 
bronze in an electric furnace, probably of the type so often pictured ; 
but after a very brief experience, the French inventor found it more 
desirable to make aluminium unalloyed with copper, and so he 
adopted the modern electrolytic cell in which the only thermal 
effect of the current is to maintain the bath in a fluid condition, 
reduction of the alumina, dissolved in molten cryolite, being 
effected by electro-chemical dissociation. 

Among less known apparatus, the author figures the Chavarria- 
Contardo arc carbide furnace. Here a pair of parallel horizontal 
electrodes! are fitted just above the hearth of the furnace, while 
over them are erected, ridge-roof fashion, a pair of carbon plates. 
The charge falls from overhead, and trickles down the inclined 
surfaces of the plates to the bottom of the apparatus, where the 
streams converge and pass just under the main electrodes, being 
“toasted” and converted into carbide. The carbon plates become 
strongly heated by radiation from the arc, and. serve to heat the 
mixture of lime and coke daring its descent. In the Frölich arc 
carbide furnace, attempts are made to employ the heat of com- 
bustion of the carbon monoxide produced to pre-heat the charge. 


RurHENBURG'S ELECTRO-MAGNETIC FURNACE. 


One electrode consists of a truncated cone or perforated dish of 
carbon, the central orifice being the discharging orifice of the 
furnace. Vertically above this stands the other electrode, a hollow 
rod, the bore of which acts as a chimney for the gas. From its 
upper extremity: pipes convey the carbon monoxide down to a space 
surrounding the lower electrode, where the gas is burnt to carbon 
dioxide. | 

A resistance furnace has been devised by Nernst and Glaser, based 
upon the principle of the Nernst lamp. The resistance or heater is 
cylindrical, electrical connection being made top and bottom by 
means of a packing of some conducting oxide, which is held in 
position with clamps. The hollow cylinder is loosely jacketed with 
oxide to prevent undue loss of heat. The heating cylinder is a 
mixture of magnesia, calcium carbonate, alumina and silica, and is 
closed with a lid, the substance under treatment being either placed 
directly in it or inside a crucible. In the former case, the cylinder 
is lined internally with pure magnesia coated with graphite to give 
it initial conductivity. Parker's resistance ingot carbide furnace 
“should have a decided future.” It consists of a hollow upright 
cylinder of carbon, which forms one electrode, and a vertical 


rectangular rod of carbon, whose angles nearly touch the inner walle 
of the cylinder. The charge is fed in through hoppers into the 
segment-shaped spaces between the electrodes, the cylinder being 
given a constant rotary motion, and the central rod a slow, 
suitably-arranged lifting motion to stir up the contents of the 
furnace and to make room for the growth of the ingot. | 

Farnaces in which electrical resistance heating coupled with an 
air blast is used for the manufacture of metallic oxides and other 
comminated products are being frequently patented in the United 
States. Lomax's furnace, of this kind, is intended for the prepara- 
tion of oxides of tin and lead. A refractory block has a narrow 
channel cut in its upper surface which constitutes the hearth, the 
channel merging at either end into a deeper and wider wedge- 
shaped cavity containing an electrode. Over the channel are 
fitted one or more jets delivering hot or cold air which impinges on 
the molten metal, oxidising it, and blowing the dust, &c., into an 
adjoining chamber for collection. és 

Ruthenburg's electro-magnetic furnace, illustrated herewith, has 
been designed for the preliminary treatment (т.е., agglomeration) of 
iron-sand. It comprises a pair of cast-iron hoppers н, H, slung 
from a centre а, and capable of being moved nearer together or 
further apart at their lower extremities by operating the hand 
wheel w. Each hopper is fed at an equal rate with the finely- 
divided ore, which trickles down the hoppers, and becomes mag- 
netised under the influence of the coils, c. These have their wind- 
ings connected either in series with, or in sbunt across, the hoppers, 
their office being to cause the individual particles of sand to cohere 
and so to form а self-supporting mass at M across the discharging 
apertures, Here maximum electrical action takes place, connections 
being made at * and t, and the semi-fused product then falls into the 
crucible, n. The discharge nozzles are water-jacketed as shown in 
the sketch. 

Colbay, Ferranti, and Kjellin have independently patented 
resistance furnaces working on the inductive principle. They con- 
sist of an annular or helical channel in a refractory base, filled with 
a conducting or semi-conducting medium which constitutes the 
fornace charge, and which has a heavy current induced in it by a 
surrounding coil of many turns carryiag an alternating current. This 
apparatus is said to be specially adapted to the fusing of metals like 
platinum, which are liable to occlude oxygen, &c., if melted in 
presence of air. | | 

Fery's process for measuring the temperatures attained in an 
electric furnace is an application of Stefan’s law that the radiation 
of an absolutely black body is proportional to the fourth power of 
its absolute temperature. An aperture is made in the wall of the 
furnace, and opposite it is erected a telescope with а . objeo- 
tive, which concentrates the heat received upon a small thermo- 
couple. By means of an inner diaphragm the number of rays 
reaching the thermo-element can be regulated, so that the device 
works independently of its distance from the furnace. The actual 
temperature is read on a specially prepared curve or table from the 
E.M.F., indicated by the thermo-couple. The fluorspar objective 
absorbs some radiant heat, and reduces the sensitiveness of the 
apparatus by about 10 per cent.; but the great range of the instru- 
ment makes it extremely useful. A somewhat cruder arrangement, 
which 18 liable to personal error, and is only available up to 
3,600° F., consists of a telescope erected as before containing а 
glow lamp fed with current through measuring and regulating 
instruments. The furnace and the lamp are viewed simultaneously ; 
if the lamp is cut out, ite filament appears as a black line; if it 18 
burning and is at atemperature equal to that of the furnace, the fila- 
ment isinvisible; if the filament is hotter than the furnace, it 
appears asa white line. The results are read on a specially pre- 
pared table.* 

The author holds that the future is with the1esistance rather than 
with the arc furnace. In the early days investigators were some- 
what carried away by the idea of the almost illimitable temperature 
of the electric furnace, and they forgot that certain processes might 
be better suited by moderate temperatures. Moreover,s well-designed 
resistance furnace lends itself more readily than an arc furnace to 
exact heat regulation. So much power is now being consumed in 
electric furnaces—225,000 н.р. at the end of 1900, according to 
Wright—that improvements in the construction and working of 
these apparatus would be the means of saving large sums of money 
every year. 


WHOLESALE PROFIT SHARING. 


Usper the title of The Labour-Capitalist, Mr. F. C. Perkins 
makes а somewhat novel suggestion in the June number of Cassier's 
Magazine, for the total abolition of strikes and all labour troubles. 
He, like 80 many other writers at the present time, preaches the 
doctrine of salvation by profit sharing; but instead of proposing 


* A very similar instrument for general photometry has recently 
been patented (English Patent 20,458, September 19th, 1902) by 
E. T. Turney, of San Francisco. A glow lamp is carried in a сїг- 
cular box, one end of which bears a translucent disc crossed by an 
opaque bar, the current supplied to the lamp being capable of regu- 
lation by rotating a collar on the box. The apparatus is used by 
presenting the outer surface of the disc to the light under examina- 
tion, the glow lamp being employed asthe standard. If the cur- 
rent is so regulated thatthe two lights are of equal intensity, all 
difference in appearance between the opaque and the translucent 
portion of the optical disc should vanish. It must be clear to any- 
one acquainted with precise photometry that the apparatus is exces- 
sively crude.“— EDS 
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an original, or recommending a tested, method by which the work- 
man shall receive his profits or his shares directly from the com- 
pany or employer whom he serves, Mr. Perkins desires to make 
existing or improved trades unions the intermediaries in the traus- 
action. Briefly, the workman of the future is to continue to pay 
periodical sums to his union; but instead of hoarding up the 
money or investing it in securities outside the industry in which 
the members are engaged, so as to form a fund for sick pay and 
(perhaps primarily) for strike pay—the union is to employ the 
funds in the purchase, at market rates, of ordinary stock of the con- 
cern or concerns with which its contributories are identified; pur- 
chasing the shares itself, but transferring them to the names of the 
men immediately each man has handed over a sum corresponding 
with one or more complete shares. Each man would, therefore, in 
time be a part, albeit small, proprietor in the company; and 
although bis power to direct the management would be practically 
nil, if each gave his proxy to a representative of the union, the latter 
would be able to vote the stock," and might acquire a seat on the 
board. This is not Socialism, says Mr. Perkins, for there is no 
common fund ; and existing conditions would not be changed. The 
eapitalist— using the word still in its present sense— would retain 
control of the situation, because he would still hold the debentures 
and the preferential stocks, so that bis interest and dividends would 
be payable before the workmen’s. The dividends of the men’s 
stock would be available for sick funds; nnd at the death of a work- 
man the union would buy out the widow or heirs in cash. 

We have already expressed our sympathy with, and approval of, 
profit sharing under proper supervision and limitations. Profit 
sharing is most admirable when applied to high and low officers in 
an industrial enterprise—from managers to foremen ; and it is no 
less admirable when applied to actual workmen of known stability 
and character. But it is only admirable, we take it, when freely 
offered by the proprietors and as freely accepted by the men with- 
out the interference of a third party—employers and employed 
should, and easily may, resemble mau and wife, who equally 
resent outside criticism, whose quarrels only come before a judge 
or arbitrator in the last extremity, and who never benefit from the 
decision. 

It must be clear, as Mr. Perkins argues, that if all men in a shop 
are shareholders, there will be no shirking of work, and foremen 
will no longer be required as simple overlookers.” But it is not 
clear why an employer should welcome a scheme whereby almost 
every employé automatically (во to say) becomes a shareholder, 
while retaining his right to transfer his services to a rival concern 
next week or month. As we understand it, profit sharing means 
that an employer examines his men carefully, notes those who are 
the most valuable and trustworthy servants, and offers them an 
additional incentive in the form of deferred payment to do their 
very utmost. But like all other benefits, it imposes obligations; it 
morally (not legally, of course) obliges the recipient to remain in bis 
present employ to the end of his career—extraordinary causes 
naturally excepted. Moreover, the secondary (if not in reality the 
primary) function of profit sharing is to brirg employers and 
employed into closer personal contact and sympathy; so that on 
the one hand the masters may see the dreariness of the men’s 
lives and appreciate their views of things in general; and the men 
may learn how many factors besides the cost of labour and materials 
are involved in the maiutenance of healthy trade. 

Mr. Perkins’s scheme tends to reduce the individual workman to 
acondition of less importance than that which he occupies now, 
making him more than ever a mere pawn in the game between the 
moving spirit of his Union, and his employer. Even if his 
employer be associated with a union of manufacturers governed 
d« facto by one person, the latter’s union will be vastly smaller than 
that of the men; and each single employer will remain a “piece” 
in tbe game. At the best, the men would give up their freedom 
to an organiser who, in his individual capacity, might be a man of 
intelligence, honour, and breadth of view; but who, as the voter 
of stock," would refuse to approach with an open mind any question 
which threatened to reduce his constituents’ immediate dividends. 
lt is scarcely to be imagined that in such a responsible position as 
Mr. Perkins would give him—we write in the singular because 
" committees" are practically non-existent or non-operative—the 
trades union representative on the board could be brought to see 
the bearings of dim political and social troubles on his industry, and 
the desirability of increasing the reserve fund in times of national 
or international stress. At the worst, and workmen are not 
financial experts, Mr. Perkins's scheme would leave the workman at 
the mercy of his representative, who, singly or in conjunction with 
the inner ring of the union, might very conceivably indulge in 
ruinous financial operations, in company wrecking when in a fit of 
spleen, or even in actual dishonesty. 

We have said nothing about the real legitimate risk to the 
workman's savings latent in Mr. Perkins’s plan. The author 
cogently argues that an eaterprise in which the capitalist is content 
to risk large sums should be safe enough for the man to risk small. 
It may be so; the employer's absolute risk is far greater than the 
men’s. But the man risks his all; the employer only part—few 
millionaires, we imagine, have all their eggs in one basket. The 
risk argument, however, may surely be exaggerated ; there is a risk 
in all investment, even in holding Consoles. It should not be 
impossible to safeguanl the men's investments; but very clearly the 
single profit-sharing employer knows the imminence and magnitude 
of the peril better than any trade union. 

There is yet another point, It may be that in America, of which 
Mr. Perkins writes, trusts are becoming so ubiquitous that each 
branch of industry is under one control; and the fazility for change 
of employment, at which we have hinted, may be practically поц- 
existent on the of the workman. But it does not follow that 
these trusts will persist indefinitely ; it does not by any means 
follow that they will acquire and hold an equal footing in our 


country. In their absence labourers, even skilled mechanics and 
tradesmen, can actually change their employer repeatedly, so that, 
apparently, their unions must hold stock in every limited company 
engaged in the industry. No one, we assume, can prevent a trade 
union from buying stock in the market; but, if it do, and men 
become automatic shareholders irrespective of their merite, wages 
must suffer. Any employer may be willing, as he generally is now, 
to give increased remuneration to a specially valuable servant—in 
cash orin profite. If, however, he is virtually compelled to share 
his profits among the just and the unjust, he will offer two rates 
of wages; a high one to the non-unionist, calculated on the cash 
value of his services, and a low one to the unionist, leaving the 
latter to make good the difference from the interest on his invest- 
ments. Profit sharing is only deferred bonus giving, and we see 
the effect of it in certain advertisements where the salary for such a 
post is stated to be put at such a figure because there is no super- 
annuation allowance. It is foolish of an employer to cut down а 
man’s wages simply because he is making more than so much a 
week, but the cutting down of unionists’ wages because they are all 
recipients of deferred payments is totally different. If the 
employer were to pay an equal wage to the non-unionist and to the 
automatic profit sharer, assuming equal ability, he would be acting 
unjustly, and penalising the former, and he weuld be driving the 
men to the trade union for sympathy and protection, instead of 
attracting them to himself. It is all very well for Mr. Perkins to 
say his scheme is not socialism; but if a man forfeits his member- 
ship in his union by neglecting bis payments, and if those 
payments are used to buy stock, all men (unionists) are treated 
alike, become shareholders in their employer’s company to an 
equal extent, and, to put it negatively for politeness, they are 
not encouraged to work better or more intelligently than their 
neighbours. 


CENTRAL ELECTRIC POWER STATIONS 
FOR GOLD MINES. 


AT a recent meeting of the Mechanical Engineers’ Associa- 
tion of the Witwatersrand, a paper was read by Mr. J. W. 
Kirkland on the above subject. In advocating the 
centralisation of power as far as possible, the author did 
not claim that electricity was universally applicable for 
mining work. He excepted surface hoisting and rock drills. 
For the latter no electrie drill could at present compete with 
air drills. The air drill was very inefficient, far less efficient 
than the worst electric drill that could be designed, but it 
did its work well. The essential features of a good drill 
are that hard blows shall be given, and the apparatus pro- 
ducing the blows shall be light. 

Touching upon the question of recent practice in mining 
work, the author said the idea appeared to be that the power 
to raise stamps constituted the bulk of the power required 
in the mine, and high-class engines were put down for this 
work ; whilst power extraneous to this received only 


‘secondary consideration. 


The following is given as un analysis of the distribution 
of power in а 200-stamp mill crushing about 1,000 tons of 
ore per day :— 


200 stamps at 24 H.P. each nes : 500 H.P. 
1 60-ft. tailings wheel - iu Vii 25 „ 
Return water pumps m sss г 50 ,, 
Cyanide works ... „ свв T e 75 44 
Slimes  ... eke Vis 6 s sin 50 ,, 
Disposal of tailings T " we ТР 100 ,, 
Crashing and sorting p iof - 200 „ 
1,000 H P. 


In addition to the above, it is necessary to provide for the 
shops, underground pumping, hoisting, lighting, mine 
ventilation, surface hauluge (whether rope or electric loco- 
motive), underground haulage, forges, &c. For all this, 
1,000 H.P. is not excessive, so that the stamps take but one- 
quarter of the total power required. 

After contrastidfi rope and compressed-air methods of 
transmission with electricity for hoisting and pumping, the 
author points out that for general surface distribution of 
power, electricity has no rival. 

For stamp driving, the steam-engine system lacks 
flexibility, and in the early stages of working a mine, the 
engine is frequently loaded to only a fraction of its maximum 
power. It is, therefore, very inefficient, as it is necessary to 
provide engine power sufficient for all possible requirements. 
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With the electric drive, the power can be sub-divided and 
new motors added as additional stamps are required. 

Another disadvantage of ће steam-driven stamp mill ів 
the necessity of placing the engine and boiler house close to 
the mill. Almost invariably this is a bad arrangement, as 
the requirements are different. For the mill, the essential 
requirements are proximity to the shafts, ample water supply 
&nd sloping ground if possible; whilst the power house 
should be near the railway line to permit of economical 
handling of coal, and should also be located on solid ground 
where good foundations can be got without much excavation. 
These two conditions are incompatible with those named for 
the mill. Electrical driving solves this difficulty at once. 
The power house may be situated in any convenient place, 
cable being carried from it to the mill, where low-speed 
motors may be erected to drive the cam shafts by belt, each 
motor driving 10 or 20 stamps. The number of stamps in 
operation can by this means be varied to suit the supply of 
ore, coal, labour, &c., as desired. 

The mill provides a fairly steady load, and by permitting 
of the use of large generators, renders the plant more econo- 
mical than if small-sized generators are used fcr other sections 
of the work only. It helps also to solve the underground 
hoisting difficulty, as the variable load is not felt so severely 
by the generators as it would be if the steady load provided 
by the mill were absent. 

The author then deals with the important question of 
cost. Taking an average figure of £33 per stamp, the 
capital cost of cam shafting, clutch pulleys, &c., for a 200- 
stamp mill will be £6,600. This excludes erection. The 
cost of 20 low-speed motors, each of 25 fl. P., is put down 
at £7,000, including delivery, which is only £400 more than 
the alternative shafting. 

Foundations and supports for the shafting will cost as 
much as brackets or supports for the motors, and the erection 
of the latter will cost less than that of the former. 

Touching the question of engine power, the author com- 
pares a triple-condensing Corliss engine with a combined 
turbo-generator. The engine, exclusive of foundations and 
erection, ів put at £10 per I. H. p., whilst £9 per H.P. of 
generator output is tuken for the electrical equipment. 
Delivery is included in both cases. As to efficiency, the 
author claims superiority for the turbine, owing to the flatter 
form of efficiency curve as compared with the Corliss engine. 
This is important if the plant works much below its rated 
power for long periods. 

As to the efficiency of transmission, taking the efficiency 
of the generator as 94 per cent., of the cables (assuming 
5.000 volts as the pressure) 98 per cent., transformers 
98 per cent., low-voltage distribution 98 per cent., and low- 
apeed motors 88 per cent., the total efficiency works out to 
774 per cent. 


be efficiency, on the other hand, of line shaft driving 


would be from 80 to 85 per cent. But this difference 
cannot be debited against the electrical scheme, for, by 
adding the mill load to the general power system, the 
efficiency of the latter is improved. The labour item is 
reduced also, Тһе system recommended is three-phase 
alternating, and this, no doubt, for mining work has much 
to recommend it. 

An interesting discussion followed the reading of the 
paper, in which several of Mr. Kirkland’s proposals were 
subjected to criticism. 

Mr. Berry asked for further information about the light- 
ning arresters proposed. He looked upon them in tbe same 
light as burglar-proof safes ” are regarded, just waiting for 
а good “crack to come along to prove they are wanting. 
In his experience motors had been disabled by lightning, 
whilst the old-fashioned steam engines went on as usual. 

Mr. Whittcombe pointed out the merits of gas engine 
driving for steady loads, such as drivirg batterier of 
10 stampe, and considered that, when operated by power gas, 
they would be the most economical motor it would be 
possible to employ. The speaker advocated aleo gas engines 
for driving underground pumps, passing the exhaust gases 
through a cooler, thence to the surface through a wooden 
pipe. Comparing the costs, this speaker put the capital outlay 
on gas engines and producers at £10 10s. per H.P. for small 
sizes, whereas £29 to £30 would be the corresponding figure 
for electrical driving. This is made up thus: — Boilers, £6 
to £7 per horse-power ; turbo-generators, £9 ; motors, £14. 


STEAM CONSUMPTION OF TURBO-GENERATORS, 


Touching the question of the relative economy of Corliss 
engines and turbines, the following figures of testa were 
given, which certainly disproved Mr. Kirkland’s statement 
as to the great superiority of the turbine in point of better 
efficiency over a wide range of load. 

In the testa referred to, the turbine was supplied with steam 
superheated 20° F., whilst the Corliss engine was supplied 
with saturated steam. 


Elberfeld 1,000-k w. turbo-generator. 


700-xw. reciprocating engine. 


Steam | Steam 
Output. consumption Output. consumption: · 
per xw.-hour. 


[ENS 


| 
1,190 Kw. (overload, 19°43 Ibs. 
7113 kw. (normal) | 215 Ibs. /9948 Kw. (normal) 2015 „ 
483:4 kw. (3 load) 203 „ | 745:3 kw. ($ load) 2231 „, 
2939 xw. (4 load) 213 „ 4987 xw.(4 load) 25 20 „ 
: 246 5 xw. (4 load) 33 76 „ 
| 


The figures for the turbines were confirmed by Mr. C. O. 


Schmitt, who gave also the results of a number of 
tests of Brown-Boveri-Parsons turbo-generators, from 
which we extract the following :— 


Ё B ЧЕ E 3 ! Bteam сораш. 32 
А д, $ 8 59 Р per kw.-hour. 2 2 
ge) PIE OH OH Н 
о © 
3 > ge 8 Sein Süper 3M» 
3 | & „% Em omms 45 
РАСТЕ. ы сысы -—— Gece з т>, енде cus 
400 3,000 | 2,000 | 126°5 surface 400 | 23°14 | 2182 | 738 
| 300 | 24:84 23 14 
| | 200 | 2821 2645 | 
| 100 | 38:24 | 35-26 | 
200 | 3,900 | 2,000 | 1775 Jet 200 — : 2114! 105 
| 150 | — 2211 
100 | — |2374, 
500 | 3,000 | 300 142 | do 500 — 1983 1215 
0 — 24.46 
| | 150 — | 31-08 ! 
280 | 3,000 | 125 200 (o do. | 280 252 — 
213 | 
350 | 3,000 | 320 | 1633 surface 350 | — | 20:50 | 111 
2625, — | 2244 
175 | — , 2559 
|875 | — 3377 
380 | 3,000 | 1,000 | 142 Jet 380 | 2431 : 21°64 | 121:5 
190 — | 24°24 | 
200 3,000 | 600 170 | do. 300 | 24-91 pim | 
150 2777 — | 
900 | 1,500 | 510 142 do. | 900 — | 21:16 | 121:5 
450 — , 9314 
180 | 3,500 | 550 | 1349 | do. | 180 — 24˙91 125 
150 — | 2535 | 
| : 100 | — 2711 


| | | 


In addition to the above, over 40 sets of results of tests on 
Parsons turbines erected in various parts of Eugland, and 
from these we extract the following :— 


— — — — 


Sonden cci 

Gauge | Degrees | St. con- 

e ede e | of ooper- | sumption 

$ in 4 рег П eat n n * per 
: absolute Fahr. | kw. hour. 


T 
Name of station.| output 


84.10. | in Ib. per 

aq. in. 
Newcastle ..| 247 | 4,990 | 79°80! 9588| — 28 78 
11:8 4.490 7299 0490) — 33 9 
Blackpool 527 5,044 | 1258 0:98 — 27-99 
108:5 | 4,800 | 1268 1476| — 26 8 
514 | 4600 1268 , 093 — 29°88 
W. Bromwich 123 | 3'500 | 1288 | 1079| 54 | 255 
122 3,520 | 133:8 1122 | 64 23:8 
Blackpool ... 226 3,045 | 128:8 1177| 58 220 
Scarborough | 529 2.400 | 1258 ' 1°A9 — 227 
258 2.400 1278 ! 113 - 26:4 


At Dinwick the size and results are practically the same 
as at West Bromwich, and at Cheltenham and Blackpool the 
results with 500-Kw. sets are very close to those given for 
Scarborough. 

The result given below of a 1,000-Kw. set at Newcastle is 
the best the author knows of, but, in his opinion, it is 3 lbs. 
per Kw.-hour higher than would be the case for a recipro- 
cating engine of the same size. At 20 per cent. overload 
the steam consumption was 18°03, and at full load 18°47 Ibs. 


-——————————————————————————"————— eel 
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per kilowatt-hour. The results with a Westinghouse-Parsons 
1,500-kw. set were not so good as this, showing at 30 per 
cent. overload a consumption of 19°11, and at full load 
20:21 ]bs. per kilowatt-hour. 

With De Laval turbines, the wear on the blades, due 
to the high velocity of the steam, appears to unfavour- 
ably influence the consumption. "Thus it is stated in the 
July number of Revue Mécanique, 1902, tbat, after five 
years’ work, a De Laval turbine showed ап increased 
consumption of over 1 lb. per kilowatt-hour over the 
consumption when new. 

A 200-H. P. De Laval turbine, with a steam pressure of 
152 lbs. and condenser pressure of 0:367 lb. absolute, 
took at full load 20:626 lbe. per kilowatt-hour; and a 
300-Kw. set, with 160 lbs. steam pressure and 0°143 Ib. con- 
denser pressure, took 20:976. 

Many of the above figures are taken from an article by 
Prof. Stodola, published in the Z. d. V.D-Ing, January and 
February, 1903. 


THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 


THE commencement of tbe present century has been 
accompanied by such remarkable advances in the development 
of the gas engine as the principal prime mover of the future, 
that it is worth while even at this date to give serious con- 
sideration to the details of the large-unit class of engine 
now obtainable, together with its most profitable applications, 
in order to enable its suitability for power stations to be 
determined, as well as to record its present position in the 
economical development of power for the use of man. 
Without attempting to review the history of the gas 
engine, it is interesting to note that it was at first 


applied to use such fuels as natural gas and retort gas, which, 


being more or less expensive or only obtainable in special 
positions, rendered the gas engine unavailable for the most 
ordinary demands for mechanical power. 

This was followed by the application of producer gas to 
the driving of this class of engine ; but though under the 
new conditions the fuel cost was cheapened, its applications 
were confined to comparatively small units of power under 
special circumstances. This was partly due to the irregular 
product of the producer when applied in single units, 
causing the running of the engine to'be far from satisfactory 
for the ordinary power requirements of the day. ! 

The advances in the application of electricity to indus- 
trial operations end lighting purposes excited a further 
advance in the producer, as well as the improvement of the 
gas engine as a motor capable of continuous and regular 
running. 

While the number of gas engines driven by retort gas had 
reached a high figure, and producer-driven sets had very 
largely multiplied, it was probably the increase in the 
size of producer unite, and their grouping, with the more 
uniform gaseous product resulting therefrom, associated with 
by-product recovery, which caused makers to attempt units 
of larger power and arranged for much more lengthy periods 
of continuous running. 

However, though cheaper gas of more regular quality 
gave superior results in regard to installations of consider- 
able dimensions with long periods of running, it was the 
discovery that the so-called waste gases from blast fnrnaces 
could be utilised as a source of power which brought: about 
the greatest advance in the proportions of the power unit to 
be obtained by means of gas engines. 

Mr. Н. A. Humphrey, in his paper read before the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, December, 1900, in 
giving particulars of large gas engines, referred to cylinder 
diameters for Mond gas up to 28 in., while for natural gas 
the largest diameter was 34 in., but the application of blast- 
furnace gas brought the diameter of the gas engine cylinder 
up to 51 in. for practical use. This increase in cylinder 
diameter was not 80 much due to the decrease ip the explo- 
sive power of the gaseous mixture employed, as to the 
necessity of increasing the unit of power available for prac- 
tical application to industrial purposes with economy in 

to first cost, as well as to reduce the number of 
cylinders required for driving large dynamos and blowing 


engines. 


Comparing the area of the cylinder of the Premier 
engine, designed for producer gas, with that of the 
Cockerill engine for use with blast-furnace gas, 28 in. 
diameter = 615°75 aq. in. area, 51 in. diameter = 2,042:8 
aq. in. area, the ratio of increase of cylinder area being 33. 
This increase in the piston area will be better appreciated 
when it is pointed out that an engine working with coal 
gas only gives about 20 per cent. more power than 
when being driven with blast-furnace gas; it will be 
apparent from these figures that the application of 
producer and blast-furnace gas has had the effect of bringing 
the gas engine into a very prominent position as a power 
agent. It need hardly be pointed out that the size of the 
unit to be employed is only dependent upon the number of 
en large diameter cylinders assembled round the crank- 

aft. 

Following the possibilities in regard to the diameter of the 
piston in practical work comes the question of piston speed. 
For retort-gas engine practice it was up to late years found 
inadvisable to employ a piston speed above 700 ft. per 
minute, but with producer and blast-furnace gas the piston 
speed can be increased up to 900 ft. per minute. The increase 
of piston diameter associated with the increased piston speed 
will readily be appreciated as forming an advance not even 
thought of a few years ago. 

The gas engine differs greatly from the steam engine 
in respect to the temperature inside the cylinder. Even 
with superheated steam this temperature is only low 
compared with that resulting from the combustion of the 
gaseous mixture in the cylinder of the gas engine, and this 
high temperature, associated as it is with high pressure, 
necessitates differences in the design of the cylinder and valves. 
To allow of lubrication and to keep the cylinder and piston 
from attaining an excessive temperature, water jacketing 
bas to be resorted to, and pistons of large size also 
require to be kept cool by circulating water. owing to the 
effect of heat upon the lubricating medium. It is found that 
cast-iron rings of the Ramsbottom type are most effective in 
keeping the piston from allowing the gases to pass it 
during the explosion period, and in engines having valves 
situated in the region of the combustion of the gas, the 
mushroom type is found to be most effective. Slide and 
rotating valves have been tried, but with little success, Even 
when the valves sre of the mushroom type it is found neces- 
sary to water-cool them when their proportions are con- 
siderable, as in the large engines now being employed. 

The pistons are preferably of cast-iron of hard quality, and 
the piston rings are also cast-iron. 

The gas engine cylinder consists, usually, of three main 
parts the outer jacket, the liner of hard cast-iron, and 
the combuetion chamber. The liner is generally so arranged 
that any considerable wear can be rectified by re-boring, and 
it is, for this purpose, so fitted that it can be readily removed 
from the jacket without causing the general framework of 
the engine to be disturbed. 

The large gas engines we are dealing with in this article 
are assumed to be run with producer or blast furnace pas, as 
only very special conditions will allow of the application of 
coal gas, and natural gas is confined to more or less limited 
districts. Producer gas, if made from bituminous coal, and 
blast furnace gas, when coal forms the whole or part of the 
fuel employed in the furnace, are always accompanied by tar 
and dusty particles, and it is necessary that the gas should be 
rendered quite free from these if trouble in driving is to be 
avoided. 

With the object of minimising the troubles arising from 
an accumulation of the fine dust particles carried by blast 
furnace gas when not thoroughly purified, the combustion 
chamber of the Cockerill engine has been so arranged that 
the exhaust valve is at the lowest part, with a fair-way from 
all parts where dust might collect, on the assumption that 
all the dust deposited will be carried out by the expan- 
sion and high velocity of the products of combustion. 

The design of the Kórting and Oechelhauser engines bas 
not followed these lines, the gas having to pass through a 
pump cylinder on ite way to the main cylinder. 

In a paper read before tbe Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers,” Мг. А. R. Bellamy gives a list of complaints against 
the gas engine :— 
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Large das Engines for Driving Electric, Generators, by А. R. 
Bellamy, M. I. E. L., M. I. M. E., April 8th, 1902. 
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. Unsteady driving. 

. Want of balance, and in consequence vibration. 

Noise. 

. Difficulty in starting large gas engines. 

. Want of reliability. 

. Want of automatic lubrication, particularly on the 
bearings of the crankshaft and connecting rod. 

7. Insufficient provision for preventing the oil from being 
thrown about. 

8. Difficulty of working with poor gas." 

9. Want of speed. 

10. Want of more powerful engines. 

We need not take all these points into consideration, 
for the reason that the best makers of large gas engines now 
provide against most of them. If the makers are not 
willing to guarantee s/eady driving, then they will have 
little opportunity of getting their engines accepted for elec- 
trical purposes, but it will be seen later that even now a 
considerable number of large gas engines, applied to drive 
both continuous and alternating cnrrent generators, have 
been installed with very satisfactory results ; balancing and 
prevention of vibration are also provided against, and the 
remaining points of the indictment are fully considered. 

On the particulars of the power of the electrical 
generators to be driven, with the necessary cyclic and 
governing speed factors, being given to the manufacturers, 
they will readily decide whether one or a number of 
cylinders will be required, and the firms having a speciality 
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of type will guarantee satisfaction on the points mentioned. . 


With the horizontal Otto four-cycle single-acting single- 
cylinder, there will have to be provided a much heavier fly- 
wheel than when two or more cylinders are grouped. Follow- 
ing this come in turn the double-acting Otto-cycle engine 
and the double-acting two-cycle engines, with reduced 
cylinder sizes and floor area required. 

The rapidly increasing application of gas engines for 
electrical power purposes and the development of the pro- 
portions of the units now being placed upon the market, 
compared with those of a few years ago, must obviously 
be due to important advantages possessed by this type of 
motor over the highly-developed steam boiler and engine. 

The fact that a few power stations which originally 
started with gas engines and producers have since reverted 
to steam engines and boilers only goes to prove that the 
very considerable improvements which have taken place in 
size of unit, reliability, and especially in economy, are of 
very recent growth. 

The high thermal efficiency of the gas producer and 
gas engine compared with those of the steam engine and its 
accessories, and the small stand-by losses, are probably 
the most notable advantages, resulting in economy of 
fuel and attendance, as well as in the cost of water, as 
almost any available quality of water will meet the require- 
ments of the gas system, whereas impure water has very 
deleterious effects when einployed in boilers. The attendance 
does not require to be of such a skilled quality, owing 
to the simplicity of the gas engine. No tall chimney stack 
is necessary, and the installation is not affected by variations 
in climatic conditions. The absence of smoke is also proof 
of there being no loss of fuel from this source; the highest 


efficiency being procured from every cubic foot of gas. 


produced. | 
(To be continued.) 


THE NECESSITY FOR PRECISION OF STATE- 
MENT IN TECHNICAL WORK. 


By H. M. HOBART. 


Ir is generally admitted that every large engineering under- 
taking justifies heavy preliminary expenditures for the 
purpose of ensuring that the best results shall be obtained 
for a given outlay. Nevertheless, very important under- 
takings are frequently embarked upon without sufficient 
preliminary study, and on the basis of insufficiently con- 
sidered statements, Even when the results are very satis- 
factory, it by no means follows that the best plan has been 
adopted. Confining our attention to schemes in which a 


large proportion of the total outlay is required for electrical 
plant, these contentions may be illustrated by alluding to 
several important questions which have been discussed 
extensively, but often very superficially. Amongst these 
may be enumerated :— 

1. Is the use of steam-turbine-driven electric generators 
desirable at the present stage of development of turbines 
and high-speed electric generators ? 

2. Does the high economy of the gas engine justify its 
use for driving electric generators ? 

3. Are high speeds to be preferred to low speeds in piston- 
steam-engine-driven electric generators ? 

4. Are low frequencies to be preferred to high frequencies 
in alternating current systems ? 

5. Is the induction motor cheaper than the continuous 
current motor ? 

6. Is the rotary converter to be preferred to the motor- 
generator in sub-stations ? 

7. Can the use of the Nernst lamp lead to greater 
economy than the use of the vacuum incandescent lamp ? 

8. Is it economical to employ 220 volte instead of 110 
volts for vacuum incandescent lamps ? 

9. Are vacuum incandescent lamps suitable for use on 
low frequency circuits ? 

Although it would be an exaggeration to assert that these 
questions would generally be answered emphatically by 
* Yes” or “ No," such practice is only too common. There 
is no doubt whatever in the writer's mind that no single one 
of these or many similar questions could be thus satis- 
torily answered. The answer to question No. 1 would first 
require at least the following information :— 

(«) Is the electric generator required for continuous cur- 
rent or for polyphase currents ? 

(b) What is the capacity required per unit of plant? 

(c) If the generator is for continuous currents, wbat ig 
the voltage required ; and if for polyphase currents, what 
may be the frequency ? 

(d) What is the lowest speed the turbine builders are pre- 
pared to provide ? 

Questions Nos. 2 and 8 would, for & carefully considered 
reply, also require at least as much additional information ; 
but, the information obtained under headings (a), (b), (с) 
and (d), would in these three cases have relatively very 
different degrees of importance. Thus, under heading (a), 
if polyphase currents were required, thia fact would weigh 
on the side of an affirmative answer to question No. 1, more 
especially if, under heading (с), it appeared that a very low 
frequency was undesirable; and, under (d), that the turbine 
manufacturers were prepared to provide a turbine of some- 
what lower speed than present practice. But to thus drive 
medium frequency polyphase generators, gas engines are, on 
the whole, decidedly unsuited, and this consideration would 
weigh in favour of a negative answer to question No. 2, but 
this, of course, would again depend upon the type and speed 
of the gas engine and the economy attainable by its use. 
If, under heading (a), it appeared that a continuous current 
generator were required, this would weigh very strongly 
against an affirmative answer to question No. 1, especially 
if under heading (b) we learn that each unit should be of 
large capacity, these conditions, however, being fairly satis- 
factorily met by gas engines, especially if for very low 
speed. 

There is a widespread belief that the higher the speed 
the lower is the cost of an electric generator. This generally 
ceases to be the case long before present customary turbine 
speeds’ are reached; but here, again, it depends upon the 
rated capacity of the unit, and especially upon whether it is 
for continuous or alternating currents, and in the latter case 
upon the required frequency. Hence we see at once the 
importance of having the information under heading (d). 

For answering question 4, we must at any rute ascertain 
the type of prime mover which it is proposed to ure, and 
even with that information there must be tuken into con- 
sideration many other factors, such as whether the plant is 
for power or lighting work, and if the latter, whether the 
lighting is mainly (or to what extent) to be by arc lamps, 
incandescent lamps or Nernst lamps. 

(Juestion 5 is often answered promptly in the affirmative ; 
but this, in the writer's opinion, is altogether without justi- 
fication. It depends upon several factors, notably :— 

1. The required speed in revolutions per minute. 
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2. The frequency of supply in cycles per second. 

8. The voltage of supply. 

4. The type of induction motor, whether slip-ring or 
squirrel-cage. 

5. The rated output in horse-power. 

6. The permissible power factor. 

7. Whether variable speed is required. 

The higher the values in (1) and (3) the greater is the 
inferiority of the continuous current motor, especially if (2) 
the induction motor's frequency is low, and if (4) the con- 
ditions permit of its being of the squirrel-cage type. Never- 
theless (8), the commutator for the continuous current 
motor requires less material the higher the voltage; but this 
is offset (to a great though indefinable extent) by the large 
number of segments and connections and consequent in- 
creased labour cost, and also by the inherently more liberal 

portions entailed from commutating considerations in 

igh speed, high voltage continuous current motors. But 
it may broadly be stated that for a required high speed (1), 
a low frequency (2) squirrel-cage (4) induction motor of 
good power factor (6) will for, say, 50 н.р. (5) and 500 
volta (8), be very much cheaper than a good 500-volt con- 
tinuous current motor for the same output and speed. But 
a high frequency, say, 60-cycle, 500-volt, 50-H. P. slip-ring 
induction motor with suitable arrangements, in the interests 
of efficiency, heating and avoidance of wear, for internally 
short circuiting the slip-rings and raising the brushes, will, 
for a speed of 150 revolutions per minute, cost very much 
more than an excellent continuous current motor for the 
same speed, voltage and output, and will also have a poor 
wer factor. Indeed, for large capacities, comhined with 
h frequencies and low speeds, the ordinary type of induc- 
tion motor is quite out of the question in comparison with 
continuous current motors, which latter are inherently at 
their best the lower the speed. For such conditions the 


Rated Speed in Revolutions per Minute 
Fig. 1. 


only hope for the induction motor is in the addition of a 
commutator according to the plan of Messrs. Latour and 
Heyland. For variable speed work (7), the induction motor 
may safely be said to be always inferior to the continuous 
current motor on the score of efficiency and cost. The 
curves of fig. 1 give a general idea of the relations of cost 
and rated speed for continuous current and induction 
motors. 

Question No. 6 has been a most fruitful subject for dis- 
cussion; and, although it is gratifying to note that the true 
status of the rotary converter in a distribution system is 
coming to be generally admitted, there are to be found 
recent instances where rotary converters are still being 


installed in the wrong place; thus may be mentioned their 
use in central stations side by side with high tension gene- 
rating units of capacity hardly in excess of their own, where 
the energy supplied from the high tension units is fed 
through the stationary transformers and rotary converter to 
the neighbouring districts at some 8 per cent. lower effi- 
ciency than would have been obtained by a continuous cur- 
rent generating set. These rotary converters are also often 
still supplied with but three slip-rings, although for many 
years ample data have been available showing that by the use 
of віх slip-rings and a proportionately larger commutator, 
40 per cent. greater output may be taken from them for 
a given heating, hence permitting of greatly improved 
first cost and economy. It is still not well appreciated that 
а rotary converter designed to respond thoroughly satisfac- 
torily to a compound winding, and thus, with moderate 
inductance in line or transformers, to permit of automatically 
maintaining the commutator voltage normal at all loads, or 
preferably to slightly over-compound, will then be operating 
at most loads at much less than unity power factor. 

The seventh question, relating to the type of lamp, has 
been purposely introduced, as it is rather interesting to note 
the relation of type of lamp and choice of system. A most 
interesting contribution to the available data relating to the 
Nernst lamp is that of Mr. A. J. Wurts on the occasion of 
a topical discussion at the Cincinnati Electric Light Con- 
vention. Mr. Warts, as the result of experimental data, 
quoted the average life of the Nernst lamp as follows :— 
1,200 hours at 188 cycles; 800 hours at 60 cycles; 400 
hours at 25 cycles, 

Should these resulta be borne out in practice, as there is 
no especial reason to doubt, they would evidently have a con- 
siderable influence on the choice of system, and would even 
justify the employment of frequency transformers or motor- 
generator sete to supply the lighting circuits, for if an average 
life of 1,000 hours could be obtained with a moderate 
priced lamp consuming but 2:0 * watts per C.P. during this 
life, as against from 3:5 to 4*0 watts per C.P., which is about 
the best obtainable for 110-volt 32 to 8-C.P. incandescent 
lamps of equal life, and 15 per cent. better than can be 
obtained in 220-volt lamps for that life, considerable saving 
could be demonstrated even with the increased expense of 
additional transforming apparatus and the loss of energy in 
this additionul transformation. Then, again, as pointed out 
by Mr. Wurte, while the Nernst lamp shows but 11 per 
cent. drop in с.р. for 5 per cent. drop in voltage, the incan- 
descent lamp shows а 40 per cent. drop іп o.P. for a 5 per 
cent. voltage drop,f and hence arises great difficulty and 
expense in obtaining satisfactory results in incandescent 
lighting from alternating current circuits. So with respect 
to question 7, one would wish also to ascertain whether the 
lamps are to be supplied from alternating or continuous cur- 
rent circuits; the frequency of the supply; whether 
rotating apparatus in sub-stations would be permissible, or 
whether the transformation must be by means of stationary 
transformers. These, of course, would by no means exhaust 
the necessary inquiries, but would contribute toward an 


intelligent answer. 
(To be concluded.) 


TRADE UNION TYRANNY. 


A CASE which was recently heard at the Manchester Assizes serves 
to illustrate once more the enormous benefits conferred on the 
public by the principles of law applicable to trade unions, as 
recently laid down in the House of Lorde. Formerly it was com- 
petent for trade union officials to order an employer to dismiss his 
workmen, or to prevent any "undesirable" from earning his liveli- 
hood by any means which best suited him; at the present time, 
however, not only can the party aggrieved bring suit in order to 


* A far better economy than this is claimed for the Nernst lamp, 
and might be necessary, to give it a clear commercial advantage at 
its life at 25 cycles. 

+ Mr. Wurte's figure of 40 per cent. drop in candle-power for 
vacuum incandescent lamps, for a 5 per cent. voltage drop, is 
very high. It ranges, in practice, down to only 25 per cent. drop. 

i For the recognised inferior voltage regulation on alternating 
current distribution networks, fed from static transformers, would 
render the less sensitiveness of the Nernst lamp to variations in 
voltage, a more important consideration on alternating current than 
on continuous current circuits. 
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obtain redress, but the union funds can be attached to answer 
damages. 

Let us look at the facts of the case under notice. The action was 
brought by one James Carr, a master painter and decorator, against 
the National Amalgamated Society of House and Ship Painters and 
Decorators and one Frank Lowe, their “walking delegate,” to 
recover damages for loss sustained by reason of their having con- 
spired to induce certain workmen to break contracte which they had 
entered into with him. It appeared that in September, 1901, the 
plaintiff undertook work for a firm who had contracted with the Sal- 
ford Corporation Tramways Committee forthe painting of street poles. 
For some reason, with which Mr. Carr wasnot directly concerned when 
his men entered upon that work, the Society, represented by their 
walking delegate, came forward and peremptorily ordered the men 
to stop work. It subsequently transpired that Mr. Carr had been 
made a victim on account of some dispute which the Society 


had with the head contractors. The plaintiff protested at the time, 


but put his men on to other work in order to minimise his loss. In 
January, 1902, Carr took into his employment, as foreman, a non- 
society man named Ross, and this fact was reported to the defen- 
dant Society’s local secretary by Lowe. Carr was then at work 
painting the stations on the Manchester South Junction & Altrin- 
cham Railway. The local secretary then addressed the following 
letter to the defendants’ general secretary :—''I am directed to ask 
the Executive Council for power to withdraw men from Carr’s shop 
of Waterloo Road, the said Carr having influenced one of his 
foremen, named Ross, to join a so-called provident society and 
leave ours.” In the event, the plaintiff's men were called out, and 
the defendants even went so far as to provide funds to enable their 
local secretary to write others, not belonging to the society, to leave 
Carr's employment. 

Nor was this all. The plaintiff commenced negotiations to do 
certain work for the Manchester Corporation; but when the fact 
was reported to Mr. Lowe, he made such representations to the 
Corporation that they elected to do the work themselves, by reason 
of which the plaintiff suffered loss. Then plaintiff further alleged 
that wherever he sought employment he was hounded down by 
this society. People rejected his tenders as soon as they found out 
that immediately the work was entered upon his men were liable 
to be called out. He proved that his turnover decreased in conse- 
quence of the defendants’ conduct from £3,495 in 1900 to £2,943 in 
1901 and £2,721 in 1902. 

At the conclusion of the case, the hearing of which lasted two 
days, the Commissioner of Assize left the following questions to the 
jury :—(1) Did Lowe knowingly and for his own ende, or the ends 
of the defendant society, (a) procure Carr's workmen to break 
their contracts of employment with him in the Salford case; 
(b did he do so with the authority or by direction and 
on behalf of the defendant society; and (c) was there any, 
and what, sufficient excuse for the defendants in so doing? 
(2) Did the defendants maliciously, and with the intention 
of injuring the plaintiff, conspire to induce and procure, and did 
they induce and procure the plaintiff's workmen then working for 
him at Knot Mill station to leave and continue away from their 
employment? (3) Did they conspire to induce, and did they 
indace the two men Walmsley and Miles to leave their employ- 
ment? (4) Did they maliciously, and with the intention of injuring 
the plaintiff, conspire to induoe and procure, and did they induce 
and procure Bullivant & Sons to refuse to accept the plaintiff's 
tender for the contract for painting at the Hyde Road tramway 
shed? (5) Did the defendants maliciously, and with the intention 
of injuring the plaintiff, conspire to prevent or obstruct the 
plaintiff, and did they prevent or obstruct the plaintiff from or in 
carrying on his trade of painter and decorator ? The jury answered 
all the queetions, except the first, in the affirmative, and subsequently 
assessed the damages at £322. On an application for a stay of 
execution with a view to an appeal, the counsel for the defendants 
made the sinister observation ''that it was doubtful whether the 
union funds could be got at for the purpose of answering damages.” 
His Lordship entered judgment for the plaintiff, and also granted 
him an injunction. 

The sordid story unfolded during the course of this case is but a 
repetition of what has been frequently enacted in the past. 
Unfortunate men upon whom, in many cases, there have been 
defenceless women and children dependent, have been hounded 
from one place to another at the imperious will of trade union 
officials, against whose tyranny the law has heretofore provided no 
redress. To the credit of our English system of jurisprudence, a 
remedy has now been found for grievous wrongs of this kind. Not 
only may actions be brought, but the union funds may be attached 
to answer damages for the wrongful acts of the officials of the 
union; and we trust that, however artful the officials may be to 
evade payment, the arm of the law may be long enough to reach 
the union funda for the purpose of paying compensation to the 
plaintiffs who are the victims of such tyranny. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


15,968. ‘Improvements in electric batteries," А. BLACKMAN and C. E. 


WARREN. July 20th. . 
15,970. "Improvements in and connected with electric tramoars.“ J. A. 
LycEzT and G. J. Conaty, July 20th. 


15,972. “Improvements in switches and rheostats for starting and control- 
ling electric motors." F. О. Hunt. July 20th. К 

15,975. “ Ар improved suspender for carrying balance weights, used as eleo- 
tric lighting accessories.“ R.T.Grocotr. July 20th. 

15,979. Ап improved switch lamp-holder for electric lighting." G. CAsPER- 
вом. July 20th. 

Pr ios ‘(Indicating attachment on electric fuse ways." J. WiLnsow. July 
th. 

16,9923. 5 brake for electrically-propelled cars of tramways 
and street railways.” . BEGGEL. July 20th. (Complete.) 

16,014. “ Improvements in casings for electric conductors.” W. V. SMITH. 
July 20th. 

16,098. ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for regulating the supply of current in 
electric mains.” Н. W. BuTLER. July 20th. 

16,078. ‘‘Improvements in and relating to electricity motor-meters." W. 
HAMILTON. Dated July 21st. 

16,100. ‘‘Improvements in circuit-controlling devices, chiefly designed for 
use with electric flash signs." Н. H. Lake. (Automatic Time Switch Co., 
United States.) July 2lst. (Complete.) 

16,114. provements in interrupters for use with induction ooils and 
other electrical apparatus.” J. N. MASKELYNE. July 21st. 

16,115. "Improvements in electric system of fire alarm and signalling 
apparatus." F.HvssEnR and W. G. Hicos. July 21st. 

16,132. “Improvements in and relating to rectifying polyphase alternating 
currents by means of unipolar cells." W. E. Evans, (Allgemeine Elektricitüts 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) July 21st. (Complete.) 

16,138. “Improvements in electrical signalling systems for railways.” 
С. W. MirLs and W. W. Pippixo rox. July 21st. (Complete.) 

16,142. Improved switch-hook for telephones." R. F. Hatt and T. L. Jones, 
July 22nd. 

16,148. “An improved fuseboard for any number of ways.” A. REAME. 
July 22nd. 

16,159. “Improvements in or connected with electric measuring." A. T. 
Cooper. July And. 

16,190. ‘‘Improvements relating to tension-limiting devices for electrical 
apparatus.” . H. LAKE. (Compagnie de l'Industrie Electrique et 
Mecanique, Switzerland.) July 2nd. Complete.) 

16,282. “Improvements in the manufacture of eleotrical resistances.” 
T. E. Weaver. July 23rd. 

16,258. ‘Improvements in rotors for electrical machines." A. G. BROOKES. 
(Electricitüts-Gesellschaft Alioth, Switzerland.) July 28rd. (Complete.) 

16,294. “Improvements in electric aro lamps." H. Brox. July Ard. 
(Complete.) d 

16,300. . for wires, cables, and the like adapted for use both for 
mechanical and electrical purposes." J. E. BrAGNOLETTI. July 28rd. 

16,860. ‘Improvements in means for breaking electric circuits,” С, В. AVEL 
and J. R. BPORRIER. July 24th. 

16,366. Improvements in eleotrio lamps for cycles, motor-cars and other 
road vehicles.“ 8.Goopman. July 24th. 

16,388. An improved tumbler switch for electrical purposes." Verrrys, LTD., 
and D. E. Rogers. July 25th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 823, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, dd. 
(in stamps), 


5,512. Improvements in electric cables." G. G. M. Hardingham. Dated 
March th. 

6,806. "Improvements in systems of electric alarm signals for railways.” 
W. P. Thompson. (Penza.) Dated March 14. 

6,473. ''Improvements in wireless telegraphy." 
March 17th. 

6,760. ‘‘ Improvements in means for making fluid-tight joints between two 
bodies and for aligning the axes of the same for electrical and other purposes.” 
W. McLellan. Dated March 19th. 

7,080. ‘‘An improved electrical measuring instrument.” W. M. Thornton. 
March 22nd. 

7,216. Improvements in pipes or conduits for eleotrical conductors,” 
G. C. Hurrell. Dated March 26th. 

7,486. “Improvements in speed-regulating devices for dynamo-electric 
machines." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (F. T. Erben.) Dated 
March 27th. 

7,665. An improvement in dynamo-electric machines and motors.“ 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., and J. G. Wilson. Dated April lst. 

7,824. "Improvements in supports for incandescent electric lampe.” A. 
Romain and J. D'Ayguesvives. Dated April 8rd. 

7,958. "Improvements relating to guard and trolley wires for electric tram- 
ways." J. T. Pearson. Dated April 5th. 

8,121. “Improvements in or relating to electric lighting of railway or other 
vehicles.” M. Buttner. Dated April 7th. 

8,328. “Improvements connected with up and down swinging brackets, 
arms, rods, holders, carriers, and such like, particularly applicable for gas, 
oil, electric light fittings, for displaying articles in windows." E. Townshend. 
Dated April 10th. 

8,503. ‘Improvements in and relating to electrical measuring instruments.” 
C. W. Atkinson. Dated April 11th. 

8,548. "Improvements in electric switch fuses.” H. H. Berry, P. F. W. 
Simon, and E. Skinner. Dated April 12th. 

9,865. “Improvements in electrical ignition devices for internal combustion 
engines." R. S. Lovelace. Dated April 29th. 

8,892. “Improvements in and relating to electrically wound clocks.” 
H. H. Lake. (Aktiebolaget Svenska Elektriska Urfabriken.) Dated April 16th. 

9,531. “ Improvements in electricity demand meters." G. Byng and E. 
Sayer. Dated April 24th. 

9,873. “Improvements in and relating to the connections or joints of cables 
for conveying electrical energy." A. G. Brookes. (Thompson.) 

April 29th. 

9,899. ‘Improvements in apparatus for making aerated beverages and auto- 
matically and electrically controlling the gas pressure therein." P. E. 
Malmstrom. Dated April 29th. 

10,022. "Improvements in shuttles employed in connection with electric 
slip motione and automatic shuttle changing motion of looms for weaving." 
R. Slack. Dated May lst. 

10,271. “Improvements in apparatus for automatically supplying electric 

ower to operate mechanism in clocks and other instruments or machines.” 
H. Scott. Dated May 5th. 

10,599. “Improvements in electric circuit protecting devices." В. 2. de 
Ferranti and C. C. Garrard. Dated May i9th. 

10,338. “ Ап improved electric switch.” W. White. (Е. Rohr.) Dated 
May 13th. 

11,086. ‘Improvements in and relating to electric switches.“ D. R. Broad- 
bent. Dated May lith. 


G. L. Hogan. Dated 
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MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


THE Joint Committee of the Lords and Commons was re- 
appointed to “report аа to the principles which should 
govern powers given by Bills and Provisional Orders to 
municipal and other local authorities for industrial enterprise 
within or without the area of their jurisdiction." 

The result of the inquiry proves what an error was made 
in stopping the work of the former Committee—before it 
had time to complete its investigationg—for the report of 
the present Committee, which we reproduce elsewhere in this 
issue, confesses that, even now, “ any attempt to-survey the 
general subject of municipal trading could only have led to a 
second postponement of the inquiry.” 

Some useful evidence has been taken, resulting in the 
recommendations relative to the audit of accounts to which 
we briefly referred last week, but as the Committee report, 
* in consequence, however, of the great extent of ground to 
be covered, and the complexity of the subject," they were 
* unable to make any report on the merite, but confined 
themselves to a recommendation of re-appointment in the 
next session.” 

In dealing with municipal accounts the Committee have 
done excellent service in directing public attention to the 
defective systems, under cover of which reckless municipal 
traders have so frequently misled the ratepayers as to the 
actual commercial results of the attempts to substitute 
trading by local authorities for that private enterprise upon 
which the prosperity of the country depends. 

As the Committee point out, “ratepayers should be not 
less fully and continuously informed of the success or 
failure of each undertaking than if they were shareholders 
in sn ordinary trading company " ; and the Committee add 
that in a “ very large number of cases this is undoubtedly 
done. But there is some evidence to a contrary effect, and 
in view of the ever-increasing number and magnitude of 
municipal undertakings, it is most desirable that a high and 
uniform standard of account-keeping should prevail through- 
out the country." 

We have long and consistently advocated the necessity for 
uniformity in the keeping of municipal electricity supply 
accounts, and are glad to find that the Committee recom- 
mend for the attainment of this object “that the Local 
Government Board should invite the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, the Incorporated Society of Accountants and 
Auditors, and the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants of Enyland and Wales, to confer and report 
upon the possibility of approaching в uniformity of practice 
in this matter." 

The question of audit has been exhaustively considered, 
and the Committee declare that **it is desirable that a 
uniform system of audit should be applied to all the major 
local authorities. 

The’ existing condition of the audit is described in a way 
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which should open the eyes of the ratepayers to the necessity 
of the reforms suggested, and to the danger of accepting the 
optimistic statements of municipal traders as to the alleged 
profits in relief of the rates. 

Clause 13 of the Committee’s report states that : ** The 
evidence went to show that no effective system of audit is 
thus supplied. The elective auditors are poorly paid, or are 
unpaid altogether, little interest is taken in their election, 
and although in some cases they are able to lay a finger on a 
particular scandal, it is not clear that they could not make 
the same discovery in the capacity of active ratepayers. No 
complete or continuous audit is ever attempted by them.” 

This must be unpleasant. reading for those who have 

abused all who have objected to the system so drastically 
condemned by the Committee. 
7 The question of depreciation, of course, claimed considerable 
attention, and it is satisfactory to find in Clause 19 of the 
report, a recommendation that Auditors should be required 
to express an opinion upon the allocation of sums of money 
to particular accounts, having special regard to the adequacy 
of reserve funds, and of amounts set aside to meet de- 
preciation and obsolescence of plant in addition to the 
statutory sinking funds." 

We are not surprised to find that the Municipal Journal 
and other organs of the Socialist party take alarm at such 
a proposal, and declare that Municipalities must resist 
this dangerous financial censorship of the Local Government 
Board, which, if exercised to the full extreme, would 
seriously affect municipal industrial enterprise.” 

This is a tolerably strong admission that if municipal 
trading were subjected to the sound system of accountancy 
recommended by the Joint Select Committee, it would 
* Jeopardise municipal undertakings ;” that is to say, that 
the ratepayers would discover that they had been living 
in a fool's paradise by believing that whether sound or not 
in principle, the trading was commercially successful and 
relieved the rates. 

In many cases contributions are made to the rates, 
although actual loss upon the trading would be shown if the 
accounts were made up upon the principles suggested by the 
Committee's report. 

In the report for the City of Liverpool recently presented 
by the Lord Mayor's auditor and the elective auditor, the 
engineer stated that Ше depreciation on mains was very 
е and that it was more than provided for by the sinking 

un 2 

The capital expenditure on the Liverpool undertaking is 
about £1,336,709, the depreciation upon which at 8 per cent. 
would amount to £40,101; but the amount transferred 
during the year for reserve and renewals was only 
£21,386 9s. 8d., and yet £12,029 figures as a contribution 
to rates. 

The amount of the loans repayable as to £1,000,000 at 
25 years, and £500,000 at 42 years, is represented by assets 
valued at £930,805 12s. 5d. 

It seems difficult to understand by such figures how any 
contribution to rates is justified. In any case, it would be 
interesting to have a complete statement of the results of 
the working of the municipal undertaking made out upon 
the principles recommended by the Joint Committee. The 
ratepayers of Liverpool would then understand what 
municipal trading in electricity supply has cost them. 

Liverpool has the largest trade of any municipal 
electric supply business, with an excellent load factor (25-11), 
considerably better than that of any other electric under- 
taking, whether local authority or company, and a charge 
for the public lighting which shows a large profit over total 
costs. 

The difference between the capital expenditure and esti- 
mated value of the assets appears to be £544,973, while the 
total amount to the credit of the sinking fund is £83,248 
198. Od., or a deficiency of £461,730, less the amount of 
reaerve and renewal account, which in the last year figures 
for £21,386 9s. 8d. 

The Committee recommend the creation of a new body 
in the form of a Board of Commissioners of Local Audit, on 
similar lines to the Railway Commission. 

It is obvious that the last recommendation of the Com- 
mittee should be adopted, viz., the continuance of the 
investigation into the other branches of the subject of muni- 
eipal trading. 


The importance of the matter cannot be overstated, and 
although to a certain extent the evil is curing itself by the 
awakening of the ratepayers to the serious position in which 
they are being placed by an unprofitable system of trading 
opposed to all sound principles, legislative interference is 
absolutely necessary to limit and control the progress of 
Socialism. 

It is, perhaps, fortunate for the community that the float- 
ing of municipal loans is becoming more and more difficult. 
In October last we directed attention to the question of the 
security for the enormous amount of money which Local 
Authorities were borrowing, and showed that a time would 
come when “the length of the tether” would be reached. 
The time appears to have already arrived, when municipal 
borrowers find it difficult to float their loans, and the public 
do not subscribe one-tenth of the issues. This is a serious 
matter, because it may interfere with raising money for 
legitimate municipal enterprise, apart from speculative 
trading, and thus retard improvements necessary for the 
prosperity of our towns and cities. 


THE cases arising under this Act 
geem to trend in the direction of. making 
the employer an absolute insurer of his workman in all 
circumstances. At first it was supposed that the bad 
draughtsmanship which characterised the measure left a 
number of loopholesof escape ; but these have one by one been 
closed up by the House of Lords. "Their most recent exploit 
is to give a wide definition of the term “accident,” which, 
as our readers are doubtless aware, is the starting point of 
every claim. 

It appeared that a workman was employed to work a 
machine for cooking and pressing into shape cattle cake. 
He failed to move a wheel, which had apparently become 
jammed. Having obtained assistance he tried again, and in 
consequence of the strain he said that he felt a pain in his 
stomach. Later on,he found he had sustained a rupture, for 
which he was treated in the hospital. In answer to a claim 
for compensation under the Act of 1897, the employers con- 
tended that there had been no accident within the meaning 
of the Act, and that they were not liable. The County Court 


The Workmen's 
Compensation Act. 


Judge found as a fact that there had not been an accident, 


and his judgmen! was upheld in the Court of Appeal. The 
House of Lords, however, have over-ruled the Court of 
Appeal, and have sent the case back to the County Court. 
Assuming the absolute truth of the facts to be as above stated, 
it must be admitted that the injury was the result of an 
accident. In the course of his judgment, Lord Macnaghten 
said: “If a man in lifting a weight, or trying to move 
something not easily moved, were to strain a muscle, or rick 
his back, or rupture himself, the mishap, in ordinary 
parlance, would be described as an accident.” In comment- 
ing upon certain recent decisions in the Court of Appeal, 
his Lordship said: ** If a man injures himself suddenly and 
unexpectedly by throwing all his might, and all his strength, 
and all his energy into his work, by doing his very best and 
utmost for his employer, not sparing himself or i 

thought of what might come upon him, is he then to be told 
that his case is outside the Act because he exerted himself 
deliberately, and there was an entire lack of the fortuitous 
element? Ido not think that, if such were held to be the 
true construction of the Act, the result would be for the good 
of the men or for the good of the employers in the long run.“ 
Cordial agreement with this statement of the law does not 
conflict with our view that the case under review was 
incorrectly decided. Times and again it has been laid down 
that upon every question of fact, the finding of the County 
Court judge is final, and binding upon the parties. Too 
often has this absolute jurisdiction seemed to press hardly 
upon employers; it is, to say the least, unfortunate, that 
when employers have gained the day on what is a mere 
question of fact, the decision should be disturbed in & higher 
court. 'The case under notice, and the statement of law 
made by Lord Macnaghten, clearly show how important it 
is to give the County Court judge an absolute discretion. 
A man may be ruptured at any time, away from his work. 
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What would be easier than for him to allege and prove that 
the damage was sustained in the course of his employment ? 
The County Court judge has the advantage of hearing the 
applicant, and the witnesses who give evidence in support 
of his case ; he, and he alone, has an opportunity of detect- 
ing the perpetration of a fraud. Is he not, in these circum- 
stances, the best judge of the facts? 

One or two cases already decided, show that the County 
Court judges are not slow to make awards in favour of 
workmen, when there has really been an accident. Thus in 
Timmins v. Leeds Forge, a man was employed in moving 
heavy planks from one pile to another. During the night 
the planks were all frozen together so that there was some 
difficalty in separating them. The lower planks were more 
firmly stuck together than those above, but the man was 
not aware of this. The man sustained an injury owing to 
the difficulty of moving one of the lower planks; and it was 
decided by the County Court judge that there was evidence 
of an accident. 


Mr. ANDREW CARNEGIE'S latest bene- 
faction is a gift of half & million sterling 
to his native town of Dunfermline. To this one can make 
no demur; how much be has already expended on free 
libraries we do not know, but that much of his wealth has 
been frittered away on this fad, which with him seems to 
have grown into & perfect mania, is patent to everyone. 

Iu discussing the physical condition of the British race 
last week, we humbly suggested to our would-be philan- 
thropists that there are methods without number for applying 
their money, methods better than that of founding free 
libraries for the subsidising of the gutter press. We then 
enumerated a few directions in which the surplus cash of a 
multi-millionaire could be well directed, and to-day we add 
yet another which seems to bave been hitherto unnoticed, 
although to small country towns and villages it is of far 
greater importance than the establishment of free reading 
rooms. This is nothing more nor less than the plentiful 
supply of water to the community. 

We have in mind a parish in the Cotswolds, with a poor 
class population numbering well on towards 1,000 souls, and 
where the only water obtainable, beyond the contents of the 
few and far between garden wells, into which sewage usually 
percolates, is from five spouts in the side of a churchyard 
bank, which after days of heavy rain flow freely, but in dry 
seasons are almost devoid of what is, perhaps, the greatest 
necessity of life. These spouts project from a small structure 
of ornamental masonry, and the spot, almost the lowest point 
in the village, is—facetiously, we presume—termed “ The 
Wells.” A few yards further along, two more small spouts 
dribble into what were once two stone horse troughs, now 
knocked into one. Here comes the bulk of the villagers for 
their daily supply of water both for potable and cleansing 
purposes ; here, too, many of the farmers have to send men 
and horses to fill and cart away barrels of water for their 
stock to distances of one or more miles, because of the 
absence of ponds or streams in this hilly locality. 

There are many such practically waterless districts in the 
hilly parts of this country, and the vital needs of the people 
inhabiting such localities could be provided at far less 
expense than is incurred in establishing many a costly, and, 
for all educational purposes, useless free library. А celf- 
acting hydraulic ram which can be obtained in sizes to raise 
from 300 to 400,000 gallons per day, and which will force 
to a height of 800 feet where necessary, a small reservoir 
in the upper part of the village, and a few stand pipes at the 
corners of streets, and the thing is done. These pumps 
work night and day, and can raise water from a stream 
falling a few feet to almost any height and distance ; indeed, 
the fall may vary from 18 in. to 100 ft., but, naturally, 
the greater the fall the more powerful will be the machine. 

We commend the notion to Mr. Carnegie, and if it im- 
presses him favourably we hope that this and other 
parishes, equally unfortunate, may benefit from his 
unstinted generosity in the cause of good, albeit it now 
seems misdirected in certain quarters. 


Pro bono publico. 


- 


HIGH TENSION CABLES AND OVERHEAD 
TRANSMISSION. 


By CHARLES C. GARRARD. 


ACCUSTOMED, as we are in England, to the usual winter 
general] breakdown of the telegraphic service with the first 
heavy fall of snow, one reads with some astonishment, not 
unmixed with amusement, certain remarks recently contained 
in the American Electrical World, as to the special precau- 
tions required to be taken with underground transmission (as 
against overhead) in order to guard against faults and inter- 
ruptions of supply. The above-mentioned annual break- 
down of the telegraphic service is generally adduced by the 
advocates of underground cable transmission as an example 
of what would occur if, in England, overhead transmission of 
electrical energy were common. This argument is, however, 
a fallacy. The breakdown of the telegraph wires is the 
direct result of non-attention to proper construction, and 
the allowance of a too low factor of safety in the general 
design, There is now no doubt that by attention to 
the engineering details, an overhead transmission line can 
be made as mechanically perfect as an underground line, and 
able to withstand any stress due to the severest weather. 

As regards insulation, America has led the way in the 
manufacture of line insulators of porcelain and glass which 
to-day leave little to be desired both electrically and 
mechanically. Up to the present time it bas not been 
possible to get good electrical porcelain from any English 
pottery. Good electrical porcelain must be of a vitreous 
character, that is to вау, when broken it must have a shiney 
fracture, and must be totally non-absorbent of moisture. 
This character results if the raw material contains a con- 
stituent of low melting point mixed with a larger percentage 
of a substance of higher melting point. This latter, during 
the baking, simply “ sinters,” whereas the former entirely 


- melts and gives the whole a glass-like texture, in that each 


small particle of the higher fusing substance is contained in 
a shell of melted material, and held by the same to tbe next 
particle of the higher melting constituent. Such a raw 
material is either found as such or is obtained by mixing the 
constituents in the requisite proportions. The English 
clays as found are not suitable for the production of vitreous 
porcelain, and the art of mixing to give good electrical pro- 
perties to the finished article has not yet been learned by 
the English potter. 

English porcelain, as yet made, depends for its insulat- 
ing properties almost entirely on the glaze. The glaze is 
simply a thin outside layer of vitreous porcelain got by 
painting the baked biscuit ware with a coating of a flux and 
refiring. Sometimes with the cheaper class of goods the 
glaze is put on without taking the articles out of the 
baking kiln, by throwing, at the end of the baking, the flux 
into the fire, when it vaporises and combines with the out- 
side layer of the articles, 

Sach glazed porcelain, non-vitreous inside, if kept dry, gives 
good enough insulation for indoor work, say, up to 3,000 
volts working pressure. For outside work and anywhere 
where it is liable to get damp it is of no use. The glazing 
of the porcelain should, however, never be omitted, whether 
the material be vitreous or not, as it gives a very good 
dead smooth surface to which dirt cannot stick. 

We have had as yet in England no demand for high tension 
insulators for outdoor service. Should the legal or other 
difficulties which at present stand in the way of overhead 
transmission be removed, the use of higher voltages than at 
present used will, there can be no doubt, become 
economical. 

It has been alleged by some that the English climate is 
not suitable for overhead transmission. This is not right, 
for though, no doubt, insulators with larger leakage paths, 
&c., will be required here than in the drier atmosphere of 
America, there is absolutely no doubt that china or glass 
insulators could be constructed which would be satis- 
factory, even under the worst atmospheric conditions. 
In this case it will behove our potters to wake up and 
discard their rule of thumb -methods, if we are to be 
independent of the Americans in this matter. 

There are two other points of view from which 
it is of advantage to compare overhead and under- 
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ground transmission: — (1) Lightning dangers; (2) 
Liability of breakdown due to bad electrical conditions 
in the circuit (resonance, &c.). As far as No. 1 
is concerned, we in England are decidedly better 
off, in any case than the Americans, as thunder- 
storms and lightning dangers are comparatively rare in 
England. At first sight it would seem that an underground 
cable is entirely free from any danger due to lightning. 
This does not appear to be the case, as in 1898 three 
submarine mines near Hampton Roads were exploded by 
lightning during a single thunderstorm. Of course the con- 
ditions are not quite parallel, but while underground lines 
are surely safer from certain kinds of lightning effects than 
overhead lines, it is not safe to assume that there is com- 
plete security. As regards lightning arresters, very much 
remains to be done. 

The breakdown which happened at Niagara some short 
time ago, if it were really caused by lightning, is a glaring 
example of the inefficiency of present-day types. It is pro- 
bable that all spark-gap arresters are unsatisfactory, and that 
the only really safe method is to permanently connect the 
line to earth through a non-inductive resistance. This 
method is already in use in several places, notably at the 
Valtellina Railway, where the non-inductive resistance is 
made by three water jets from earthed nozzles playing against 
cup-shaped receptacles connected to each phase. The effi- 
ciency of this method, while no doubt always good, varies 
inversely as the value of the non-inductive resistance ; it 
follows that the protection is only got by the expenditure of 
а certain amount of energy. The determination of the right 
amount of energy to expend in consideration of the requisite 
safety can only be made in each particular case. It is certain, 
however, that any attempt (such as has been proposed) to 
connect the arrester to the line only when the atmospheric 
conditions are threatening will eventually lead to disaster, as 
it is quite impossible for the engineers at the generating 
station to know exactly what is occurring all along the line; 
and besides, one has to reckon with the, one might almost 
say, certainty, that the arrester will fail to be put 
on one day, when it should have been, and that consequently 
an accident will result. 

As regards resonance, there is no doubt that this is a real 
danger, though it does not seem to be by any means con- 
fined to underground cables. | 

The subject of electrical resonance in power work is one 
which lends iteelf to a very beautiful theoretical treatment, 
which treatment, however, though, no doubt, extremely 
helpful to those engineers who have sufficient leisure to 
master it, does not seem to lead to much practical result. 
What experimental evidence has been published is of a 
somewhat contradictory nature. We believe we are correct 
in saying, however, that many somewhat startling resulte 
have been obtained and experience gained by several supply 
authorities in England, which, if published and submitted 
to criticism, would go a long way to putting this matter on 
а correct footing. 

A policy of concealment is unfortunately followed, with 
the result that the manufacturers, from whom the practical 
improvements in commercial apparatus must eventually 
come, are working in the dark. A closer connection and 
more ample interchange of ideas between the supply 
authorities and the manufacturers are consummations 
earnestly to be desired in England. 

There can be no doubt that the great progress in elec- 
trical engineering which has taken place in Germany, for 
example, is due to a great extent to the fact that many of 
the big firms there have combined the business of manu- 
facturing with the public supply of electrical energy, and 
have thus been enabled to get results as to the practical 
operation of their manufactures, which would have been 
quite impossible if their responsibility ended when the plant 
went out of their works’ test rooms. 

As regards the means to be adopted to guard against the 
bad effects of resonance and current surgings, that arrange- 
ment which would form an efficient lightning protection 
would also protect against these. The primary object to be 
sought after is, of course, to so design the installation that 
resonance cannot be set up, or at any rate, will be reduced to a 
minimum. To guard against imperfection in the system, 
and accidents, the  non-inductive resistance suitably 
connected, will, no doubt, be most efficient, and it would 


pay designers to give attention to this subject so that an 
article may be produced which would fulfil all the necessary 
conditions. 


THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 
(Continued from page 242.) 


THE CROSSLEY Gas ENGINE. 


SEEING that, from 1898 to the end of last year, Messrs. 
Crossley Bros., Ltd., of Manchester, supplied no less than 
1,563 gas engines for electric lighting purposes, varying in 
size from 2} to 500 H.P., with a total power amounting in 
the aggregate to over 48,000 H.P. (average 31 H.P.), it will 
be interesting to examine into the type of machine which they, 
with their extended experience, now offer for employment in 
large power stations. From the illustrations it will be noticed 
that they have not considered it necessary to depart from the 
single-acting four-cycle Otto type of cylinder, with side 
shaft driven by skew or worm gearing, and tube ignition. 


VERTICAL Two -CyLINDER CROSSLEY ENGINE. 


For engines above 300 н.р. all parts coming in contact 
with the heat of the explosion of the charge of gas and air 
are water-cooled, including the piston and exhaust valve. 
Governing on these large engines is on the graduated cut-off 
system, altering the mixture of the charges in proportion to 
the work done. 

A single heavy fly-wheel is employed to secure the mini- 
mum cyclic irregularity, storage of energy being provided 
by the heavy rim. For engines making long runs con- 
tinuous lubrication is provided. 

For large power stations they recommend producer gas, or 
if situated near blast furnaces the gas otherwise wasted, 
can, after purification, be employed with advantage fir 
driving the engines. 

All moving parts are carefally counterbalanced, and the 
engines are specially constructed with a view to eliminating 
the risk of premature ignition. 
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| To reduce the noise of the exhaust, silencers of various Gebr. Kórting, Maschinenbau Aktien-Gesellschaft, as being 
kinds are used. the highest average power unit up to the present. This 

Above 150 H.P. and up to 500 н.р. two cylinders are type of engine differs considerably from those of Messrs. 
generally advised, one on either side of the crankshaft, and Crossley Bros. and Messrs. Cockerill, in that it is two- 
cycle, whereas theirs are four-cycle. 

For the manufacture of this class 
of engine in this country, Messrs. 
Mather & Platt, Ltd., have entered into 
an arrangement, after making a thorough 
investigation into its suitability for the 
driving of electric generators, and in 
conjunction with their dynamo depart- 
ment, they have placed themselves in a 
position to offer combined sets of any 
size demanded. 

The Körting engine has already 
been built to develop 700 B. H.P. in a 
single cylinder, and engines are now 
in course of construction developing 
1,000 and 1,200 B. H.P. in this manner. 
" Besides being of the two-cycle type, 

EU the Kórting engine is made  double- 

acting, being therefore exactly on the 

Нтон SPEED CROSSLEY ENotNE, 41—150 B. P., New DESIGN rog ELECTRIC LIGHTING. same lines as an ordinary double-acting 
steam engine. Each side of thie 

for still larger units four cylinders, two on each side of the piston receives an impulse every alternate stroke, t.e., 
main shaft, giving two impulses every revolution. there are two impulses per revolution, or four times as many 

In order to economise space as much as possible, dynamos ав in the single-cylinder “ Otto” cycle engine. The per- 


CROSSLEY BRO? L** 


—MANCHESTER 


DOUBLE CYLINDER CROSSLEY ENGINE. 


can either be coupled direct to the engine crankshaft, or can fection of the stuffing box, by water cooling and metallic 
be bailt on the fly-wheel; four engines so arranged are said packing, has rendered this type of engine possible. 
to give great satisfaction. | To allow of the © double-acting ” © two-cycle " method, it 

The consumption of coal gas is given , 
as 15 cb. ft. per B.H.P. per hour, and 
with producer gas the consumption 
would be from 60 to 80 cb. ft., accord- 
ing to the quality of the gas. 

For electric lighting purposes the 
engines are fitted with 4 duplicate-timed 
igniter, so that in the event of one 
of thc ignition tubes breaking, the 
engine is not stopped, as it continues to 
гап with the spare tube, and the attend- 
ant can in the meantime replace the 
broken one. This gives perfect security 
against stoppages, and is, as need hardly 
be pointed out, a necessity in the case of 
engines for electric lighting purposes. 

Up to the present, the largest cylinder 
made by this firm is 31 in. in diameter, 
with a stroke of 36 in., while the maxi- 
mum piston speed is 900 ft. per minute. 

The accompanying figures show the CROSSLEY ENGINE FOR ELETCTRIC LioRTINd, 90—127 B. H. p. 
newest designs of large power gas engines | 
manufactured by Messrs. Crossley Bros., several of which is necessary to provide two charging pumps, one for air and 


are working, including six of 500 H P. one for gas; this, while removing the necessity of an exhaust 
| valve, subject to intense heat and considerable pressure, by 
Тнк Kortinc TYPE. the use of ports uncovered by the piston, requires other 


| valves in connection with the gas and air pumps. 
We have referred to the type of engine manufactured by (To be continued.) 
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TESTS ON BROKEN CABLES— 
SOME INCONSISTENCIES IN LOCALISATION 
FORMULA. 


Nors BT H. RAYMOND-BARKER. 


THE following “Note” has been written, first, to draw 
attention to various inconsistencies in text-book localisation 
formule: secondly, to summarise in uniform consistent 
algebraic symbols, the several formulze—whether calculated 
or empiric—which, since the enunciation of the Kennelly 
law some 15 years ago, have from time to time appeared. 

Certain men of responsible and honorable position in the 
cable service have, from time to time, recorded in text-book 
form the resulte of their experience. In this manner much 
valuable information and many interesting data have been 
placed at the disposal of cable men in various parts of the 
world, who have thereby been enabled to easily acquire а more 
intimate knowledge of cable electro-technics than—owing 
to want of time due to pressure of office duties—would have 
been possible had these men been left to their own unassisted 
efforts. 

Owing, may-be, to some difficulty in the matter of correct- 
ing proofs—perhaps when the author has been thousands of 
miles distant from the publisher—certain errors have un- 
doubtedly crept into pages otherwise replete with informa- 
tion useful to the aspirant, and interesting to all. 

Thanks to the use, for years past, by the writer, of a rigidly 
consistent and unvarying system of symbols, his cursory 

1 of different text-books on their first appearance 
failed to bring about the discovery of the afore-mentioned 
inconsistencies, some of nearly ten years’ standing. 
Only very recently did mere chance reveal a certain 
mistake in print, which led to a close comparison of the 
different books. Naturally a preliminary perusal of a 
new book is followed up by closer study of important new 
matter, whereas a slip in an elaborate formula embodying a 
well-known law may for years escape detection. 

By way of some tribute of recognition for the useful work 
so well carried out by the various text-book authors, also for 
the sake of cable students-whom this matter may interest, 
the writer will proceed to give confirmatory evidence of the 
facts above-stated. 

Rempe's Handbook,” in which the various formule are 
correct, has been taken as standard for reference, whilst 
three other text-books are considered under the several 
headings A," B,“ C.“ 

Abbreviations: — F. Z. = False or cable zero. 

S.Z. = Scale or true zero. 
Res. = Resistance. 

Br. Rdg. = Bridge reading. 
Е.С. = Earth current. 

Standard of reference :— Kempe, sixth edition. Kempe's 
formula for res. of cable up to break, on basis of Kennelly’s 
law, viz., that res. of copper exposure of a broken cable 
varies inversely as the square root of the current passing :— 


(1) 2 K Vi — Be М 
V C) — Ven 
where R, and R. = total measured res. when respective 


currents г, and c, are passing. Clearly ei is here taken as 
symbol for the higher current productive of R, the lower 
res., whilst c, is the lower current producing R the higher 
res. 


Kempe's simplification of (1) :— 
"E N „Where n = 2. 
In — 1 C3 
Then, if relative strengths of с, and сз are 4: 1, that ig, if 
n = 4, (2) becomes simplified to :— 
(3) т= RI — (к, = RI). 
(4) T = 2 Bi — Ra. 
Kempe's formula on basis of Schaefer's law :— 


(2) z = RI — (к, — Ri) 


— 


1 
5) zZ = R — (к, —R -` [| Usual Schaefer cor- 
ui cum An — 1 | rection for Е.С. 


* Firstigiventby Mr. H. E. Cann, Exec. Rev., Oct. 4th, 1895. 
і Pointed out by W. J. M.,“ Erxc. Rev., Oct. 11th, 1895. 


- The above expressions are all consistent, and may be 
taken as standards of comparison for what follows. 


Data as given in Text-book “ A." 
Kempe’s formula embodying Kennelly’s law is given as— 
(6) 2= Ne N. 
e — VG 
Here c = the higher current producing the lower res. A. 
c, = the lower current producing the higher res. B. 


The author refers to the convenience of using currenta in the 
proportion of 1 to 4. 

Naturally one expects the value 4 to be applied to c, 
hitherto the symbol for the higher of the two currents em- 
ployed. In this case, with the proportion of 1 to 4, we 
should have с = 4 а. Instead of this, the expression is 
given as с, = 4 c, and the formule as printed in text- 
book “ A :— 


(7) т = 2 B — 4, and 

(8) 2 = В — (А — B), 
instead of, as they should appear :— 

(9) : 2 = 2 А — B, 

(10) 2 = А — (В — А). 


Expressions (9) and (10) are consistent with (6), whereas 
(7) and (8) are not so, for clearly in (6) A « 5, whilst in 
(7) and (8) А > в. 

In an appendix note in Text-book “ A," after quoting the 
erroneous formula (7) 2 B — А [correct only on the assump- 
tion that c, = 4 c, which is not consistent with (6)], the 
writer harks back to the correct expression (6), viz., 


n Уа 
e - Và 

is based on с, = 4 or c < a. 
The writer then gives a simplification of (6), viz. :— 


r= „in which clearly с > cı, whereas (7) 


Cy 


(11) LC CN 


which is consistent with (6) in which c — higher current 
producing lower res. A, c, — lower current producing higher 
res, B. Clearly (7) is not in agreement either with (6) or 
with (11). 

Data as given in Text-book B.“ 


A, B and О are results of tests ** with 1, m, and n milli- 
amperes to line." 

1, m, n, are not milliamperes but ratios. If, e.g., lowest 
current = 5 m.a., m = 10 m.a. and n = 20 m.a., 1, m, 
and n would be 1 : 2 : 4 for formula :— 


(12) (n c—A) (V. m—1) — (тв — A) (In- 1) 


Here 


Ё = (n—1)(Vm—1) — (m — 1)(Vn—1) 
A = highest res. 
B — intermediate. 
C = lowest res. 


Then follows analysis of dual test conditions, ending up 
in the Kempe formula for Kennelly's law letter for letter, as 
in Text-book ** A," viz. :— 


(13) z == Ave — N. 


Clearly, as before, c > с, and А < B, which condition of 
things, however, does not justify the statement in Text-book 
* B," that with currents in the ratio of 1: 4, z = 9 B — А. 
This, as has been already shown, should be r = 2 A — В, 
which bears the same relationship to (13) as (4) does to (1). 


Data as given in Tert-book ©“ C." 
Kempe’s formula for Kennelly’s Law :— 
В, Va — В; Мс 
MUR сш т 
Here again с, must be the higher current producing the 


lower res. Ri, whilst c, is the lower current producing the 
higher res. R, 


[Same as (1)]. 
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Yet Text-book * C continues by stating that (14) may 
be put into more convenient shape for practical use, thus :— 
Vn 
15 жез зз 
(15) Мп – 1 
where d = в, — Rg, the difference between the res. readings, 


2 = в, — 


апа л = 2 the ratio of the currents. 


Surely, according to (14), d = R — Ri, and (15) should 
rope piel ін qo 1 (15) 


(16) pum cg A 
Vn— 1 


€ 
and n = . 
Cy 


Similarly, the 1 : 4 method is given by Text-book * C" 
as z = 2 RZ R, instead of z = 2 в, R [Same as (4) ]. 
Text book O ” states conditions for triple test thus :— 

Let Ri, Ry, Rs, be the /rue zero balancing resistances, with 
an е bridge fork, and currents, c, ca, су. 
en 


(17) 2 == (сз. Ry—Ri)(V сз— 1) — (6, Rg — Ri )(V 1) 
(¢s—1)(V a4 —1)—(a—1)( 4 —1) 

which is similar to (12), though differing in nomenclature. 

This enunciation of test conditions might, with advantage, 


be made more clear, and the several symbols directly 
identified with the higher and lower resistances and currents 


, 


involved. In any case, ci, сз, cs, are not currents, but ratios - 


of currents. If, for instance :—c, = 25 m. a., c, = 12 m. a., 
с; = 5 m. a., corresponding ratios т, 5, r, = 2˙4, т, = 1, 
аге to be substituted in (17), in place of c,, C» Cs. 

When describing the Schaefer test, Text-book “C” adopts 
a fresh nomenclature, viz. :—If n c and c be currents to line 
when 4, and B, are the balancing resistances, 


(18) 2 = В, — (в, — Al) Ki + шее Eo) 


| for Е.С. 
An 
„. — 1 


which is not quite so simple as the expression for the Schaefer 
test given by Kempe, which in this case would be 


— (Schaef i 
(19) z= А — (в — 41) k F ( g 5 
1 


, and 5 = ratio of currents. 


Vn — 1 


In the expression given by Text-book “ O ” for a triple test 
by the Sohaefer law (an expression corresponding with 
(17) for the Kennelly law), a printer's error has caused 


437 137 
to appear four times instead of M . In this expression 


n appears as representing a current, whilst on the following 
page the same symbol does duty for the ratio between two 


currenta, 
(To be. continued.) 


where К; = , and л = current ratio, 


where k= 


CARRIAGE OF MERCHANDISE ON ELECTRIC 
TRAMWAYS. 


By THOMAS UPTON, 


Goods Traffic Manager to the South Lancashire Tramways and 
Liverpool and Prescot Light Railway Companies. 


THE proposal to carry merchandise on tramways is not a 
new idea, for practically every Act or order authorising the 
construction of tramways contains a schedule of rates to be 
charged for the conveyance of merchandise, parcels and 
animals, yet up to the time of the introduction of electric 
traction little or no advantage had been taken of the powers 
thus conferred, presumably because tramways could offer no 


convenience or facilities for dealing with these classes of 
traffic. In view, however, of the extension of electric 
tramways into rural districte, thereby joining up various 
3 and towns, they become not only highways for the 
through conveyance of merchandise, but excellent feeders 
to the railways of the country in general; as evidence of 
this it is only necessary to refer to the inter-working 
arrangements at present in operation between the Great 
Central Railway and the South Lancashire Tramways Co., 
whereby passengers are booked through from any station on 
the Great Central system to Leigh, and vice versa. 

The through booking of parcels without extra charge 
over the ordinary railway rate for conveyance on the tram- 
ways is also a feature of the arrangements existing, and this 
may be said to have given practically direct access, to the 
Great Central Railway, to many districts they previously 
could not possibly have hoped for. 

The services thus inaugurated are appreciated by the 
public and are a success, giving as they do in regard to 
parcels frequent and regular deliveries, with quicker transit 
than previously existed in the district. 

This inter-working with the railways for parcels, augurs 
well for its extension to heavy merchandise; and this brings us 
to the question of the ** Classification of Goods.” There is 
at present very little similarity between the “ classification " 
used by the railway companies and that quoted in various 
Acts or Orders authorising the construction of tramways and 
light railways. In the latter case the classification 
appears to be somewhat loosely drawn out, and without due 
regard to the amount chargeable per ton per mile, in rela- 
tion to the class and damageable nature of the articles to be 
conveyed. For instance, we find earthenware (Class 2, 
Railway Classification) included with such articles as nails, 
anvils, &c. (Class C, Railway Classification), and there is no 
distinction in other traffics, e. 9., Tiles" are simply shown 
as such, although there are several kinds, some of high value 
and easily damaged, necessitating more careful handling and 
packing. It is, therefore, obvious, that before appreciable 
progress can be made in the matter of tramways and light 
railways becoming, as they should be, feeders to the trunk 
lines of railways, with through bookings and working 
arrangements, the “classification” must be thoroughly 
revised and brought into line with that in use by the rail- 
ways, issued under the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1888,” and revised from time to time to meet the require- 
menta of trade. It is alsodesirable that this should be done 
in the interests of the traffic that will be conveyed by tram- 
ways and light railways, for certainly articles of a high 
market value should pay in excess of articles of a lesser 
market value. 

Railways, too, are not required to provide wagons for 
certain traffics, such as lime and salt in bulk, ammoniacal 
liquor, creosote, coal tar, gas tar, gas water, or gravel tarred 
for paving, when tendered in such a manner as would damage 
the wagons; but in the regulations as to rates in tram- 
way and light railway Acts or Orders, no such provision 
is made, although the wagons used by the tramways would 
be more costly than railway wagons. 

The regulations governing the forwarding of the various 
traffics by tramway alone need not in all instances be во 
stringently drawn-up as in the case of railway transit, but in 
the matter of through-booked and worked traffic it would 
be policy to conform to the railway regulations in opera- 
tion for the time being, thereby saving considerable 
trouble and friction both with the public and the railway 
companies. 

The carriage of explosives, and very long articles such as 
masts, telegraph and scaffold poles, should not be enter- 
tained, constituting as they would dangerous and incon- 
venient articles in the streets of towns and other places, to 
say nothing of the sharp corners and turn-outs to be 
negotiated. 

The regulations governing the conveyance of merchandise 
by tramway or light railway should be drawn out to protect 
the carrier as far as possible under the various Acts relating 
to Insurance and Values of Live Stock, the Carriers’ Act, 
&c., particular attention being paid to the conditions for 
the carriage of milk and articles of a brittle and damageable 
nature. These latter, including furniture loose, musical and 
scientific instruments, should only be conveyed at the risk of 
the owner. 
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It is important that consignment notes for various traffics, 
giving the regulations under which such traffics are 
carried, should be carefully drawn out, and obtained from all 
senders of traffic, duly signed at the time of forwarding, 


otherwise costly litigation is sure to follow, not only causing 


monetary loss, but giving a bad impression and upsetting the 
public generally. 

It has been asserted that an increased “ through ” traffic 
and lessened “local” traffic on railways would tend to 
cheapen the existing rates, but this does not seem to be, 
strictly speaking, quite correct. It is well known 
that in tbe case of merchandise conveyed by railway, 
over considerable distances, the maximum rates allowed 
to be charged decrease in proportion after the first 
20 miles, then more so for the next 30 miles, again 
slightly for the next 50 miles and then for the 
remainder of the distance ; but this is not so in regard to 
“ station and service" terminal charges. Therefore, in respect 
to the charges other than for actual conveyance on the 
railway, there is no reduction, no matter what the distance 
carried may be ; still, the terminal charges at all centres are 
not tbe same, as will be readily understood, it being obvious 
that the cost of labour, maintenance, &c., and rates and 
taxes in some places is much higher than in others. 

Although terminal charges are not particularly specified 
in the Tramway and Light Railway Acts or Orders, a clause 
Bomewhat as follows is usually inserted :— 

“ [n the case of goods, animals and things, the company 
may demand such charges as are reasonable for loading and 
unloading the same, and if any difference shall arise as to the 
reasonableness of any such charge, the matter in difference 
shall be settled by the Board of Trade.” 

This at once permita of “ service” terminal charges bein 
added on to the conveyance rates, and from the following 
table it will be seen that there is no necessity for a station 
terminal, the maximum rates allowed for conveyance of 
merchandise on tramways being so much more than those 
allowed to railway companies, as to render the necessity for 
this superfluous, although goods depóts would have to be 
maintained, with all the costs incidental thereto. 


MAXIMUM STATION AND SERVICE TERMINALS. 


The following terminal charges are common to all Railway 
Rates and Charges Orders Confirmation Acte, 1891 and 
1892, except to parts of the Caledonian and North British 
Railway Companies systems :— 


Maximum terminals. 


Station Service termina's. 
terminal at 
each end, per | Loading, Unload- Covering, Uncover. 
юп: п. | Рет ton. Кес 


In respect to mer- e eR 
chandise com- 
rised in the 
under-mentioned 
classes. 


80 
2222240282 
a 


ARAMWAAOD tf 
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MAXIMUM RATES FOR CON VEVANCE.— L. & N. W. RAILWAY 
SCHEDULE. 


| 


1 tof 
А For the first 20 For the next For the next For the 


comprised in miles, or any | 30 miles, or any 50 miles, or any remainder of 


"the under ^ mis such ү of such Io such the distance 
; stance per istance per i ` ^ 
шеп оле ton, per mile. | ton, per ine: ton " ре: mille: pole di 
A 0:95d. 0:854. 0: 50d. 0:40d. 
B 1:25d. 1 00d. 0 80d. 0 50d. 
C 1°€0d. 1:504. 1:204. 0 70d. 
1 2:20d. 1:85d. 1 40d. 1:00d. 
2 20˙65d. 2:304. 1:804. 1:50. 
3 | 3°10d. 2:65d. 2:00d. 1 80d. 
4 i 360d. 3°15d. 2:50d. 2˙20d. 
o 


| 4 30d. 370d. 3°25d. 2˙50d. 


It will, therefore, be seen that whereas the railway con- 
veyance rates decrease according to the mileage carried, no 
such gradation exists with regard to tramway and light rail- 


P4 


way rates, as instanced in the following schedule taken from 
one of the latest Light Railway Orders, viz. :— 

For all coal, coke, culm, charcoal, cannel, limestone, chalk, 
lime, salt, sand, fireclay, cinders, dung, compost, and all sorta 
of manure and all undressed materials for the repair of pub'ic 
roads or highways, 2d. per ton per mile. 

For all iron, ironstone, iron ore, pig iron, bar iron, rod 
iron, sheet iron, hoop iron, plates of iron, slabs, billeta and 
rolled iron, bricks, slag and stone, stones for building pur- 
poses, pitching and paving tiles, slates and clay (except fire- 
clay), and for wrought-iron not otherwise specially classed 
herein and for heavy iron castings including railway chairs, 
24d. per ton per mile. | 

For all sugar, grain, flour, hides, dye woods, earthenware, 
timber staves, deals and metals (except iron), nails, anvils, vices 
and chains, and for light iron castings 3d. per ton per mile. 

For cotton, wools, drugs, manufactured goods and other 
wares, merchandise fish articles, matters or things not other- 
wise specially classed herein, 4d. per ton per mile. 

For every carriage of whatever description, 1s. per ton 
per mile. 

The company shall not be bound to carry single articles of 
great weight, but if they do carry such articles they may 
charge :— | 

For the carriage of any iron boiler, cylinder, or single 
piece of machinery or single piece of timber or stone or other 
single article, the weight of whicb, including the carriage, 
shall exceed 4 tons, but shall not exceed 8 tons, such sum as 
the company may think fit not exceeding 2s. per ton 
per mile. 

For the carriage of any single piece of timber, stone, 
machinery, or other single article, the weight of which, with 
the carriage, shall exceed 8 tons, such sum as the company 
may think fit. 

The railway companies do not, or very rarely indeed, 
charge their maximum rates; therefore, and especially where 
railway companies cover the same ground as tramways or 
light railways, the “Tramway and Light Railway Rates 
Schedule is of little use. The rates charged for tramways 
and light railway traffic must not in any case be higher 
than those charged by the railways, but should be con- 
siderably lower, the total working cost of tramways being so 
much less than that of railways. In the case of coal, it is very 
questionable whether it would not be best to leave the 


carriage of this, entirely to the railways; they already have 


sidings under the colliery coal shoots, and the cost of running 
electric tramway sidings thereto would be very heavy. Moie- 
over, the colliery proprietors do not readily entertain the 
idea of two sets of metals side by side under one screen, 
which would become necessary, seeing that the wheels of one 
class of wagon are not made to run on the same rails as the 
other, and vice versd, to say nothing of the prohibitory 
clauses in the Orders and Acts. While admitting there 
are numerous difficulties in the way, it would be of great 
benefit if means could be found and arranged for the working 
of tramway wagons over short lengths of railway sidings 
into works, &c. 

The colliery proprietors also point out the difficulty of 
shunting the two kinds of wagons, the specially designed 
pointe which would be necessary, and many other difficulties, 
also that the rates for the conveyance of coal by railway are 
80 low as not to invite them to erect special screens and 
facilities for dealing with tramway traffic alone. The 
following illustrations show this :— 


! | 
Dis- | Rail charge Tramway Charge, | Desori 
From. To. tance. X n . tion o 
| Miles whole distance. distance. с. 
СОИ ee | .. MM 
Haydock Liverpool 15 le. 4d. 2s. Gd. | Coal. 
Sr. Helens do. 12 11d. 28. Coal. 


Liverpool | Atherton | 241 7s. 3d. | At 4d. per ton | Raw 


including per mile, 89. 4d. cotton. 
| cartage at (station to 
| Atherton. | station only). 
| 


The distances between the places mentioned are about 
equal by both rail and tram. 

The maximum rates allowed by the tramway and light 
railway schedules might, however, be charged in districts 
not opened up by railways, and where cartage charges are 
extremely heavy, as, for instance, from Oorwen to 


— — ö 
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Cerrig-y-Druidion, and Bettws-y-coed to Penmachno, each 
distant about 10 miles and the cartage being at the rate of 
about 10s. per ton ; a light railway scheme for joining up the 
aati named is in course of preparation at the present 
me. | 

While admitting that it is possible to do away with much 
of the handling of merchandise now performed by the rail- 
way companies, on account of trans-shipment at junctions, it 
must not be overlooked that the fault lies toa great extent in 
bad loading and short junction lines. All railway companies 


run “roadside” wagons between their principal stations on 


to branch lines, co that merchandise shall not be handled 
more than once or twice on a journey, and then only when it 
is necessary to put out at a junction, otherwise the roadside "' 
van would pass through, working on to another branch 
from that to which the goods were going. The trans-shipment 
of goods on railways is not so frequent as it would seem to be, 
und everything poesible is being done to curtail it, but at 
the same time it does not increase the charges made for the 
carriage of goods. 


(To be continued.) 


LEGAL. 


Crry or Lowpow ELECTBIC LianHTING Co. v. THE MAYOR AND 
CoBPOBATION OF THB CITY o» LONDON. 


Im the House of Lords on Friday (the 7th), the Lord Chancellor 
and Lords Davey, Shand and Robertson gave judgment in the case 
of the City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., v. the Msyor 
aod Corporation of the City of London, the arguments in which 
were heard some time beck. Both parties appealed from a decision 
of the Court of Appeal given in February, 1901, by the late Lord 
Justice Rigby and Lords Justices Vaughan Williams and Stirling, 
whereby an order by Mr. Justice Farwell, made at the time of the 
action in favour of the company was varied, and each party ordered 
to pay its own costs. 

In the action the company claimed a declaration that (1) an 
agreement, dated May 19tb, 1890, between the British Electrical 
Engineering Co., Ltd., and the Commissioners of Sewers of the 
City of London; (2) an agreement, dated May 28th, 1890, between 
the Laing, Wharton and Down Construction Syndicate, Ltd., and 
tbe said Commissioners; aod (3) an agreement dated February 5th, 
1891, between the Brush Electric Co. and the said Commissioners 
were valid and subsisting. 

Tbe three agreements were transferred to the company by two 
indentures dated August 21st, 1891. The Corporation, which was 
the successor in title and office of the Commissioners of Sewers, 
alleged against the company's claim that certain members of the 
Corporation were shareholders in that company. At the date of the 
contract with the Laing Syndicate, no commissioner, alderman or 
common councillor was a sbareholder in the syndicate, but at the 
date of the transfer on August 21st, 1891, by the syndicate to the 
company, several gentlemen holding such municipal offices were 
shareholders Tbe Corporation therefore said,that as there were 
persons “ interested " in the contracts, the contracts, by Sec. 42 
of the City of London Sewers Act, 1848, were rendered null and 
void. These contracts were for lighting different areas of the City 
by electricity, and the City had been lighted under these contracts 
since 1891, but in 1898 the Corporation, acting on legal advice, re- 
pudiated the contracts. | 

Mr. Justice FARWELL, in a considered judgment, expressed the 
opinion that the Act of 1848 contemplated that the Commissioners 
should enter into contracts of two sorts—(1) for the construction 
of works or supply of materials to the City, which would become 
their own property, and which he called “construction con- 
tracts”; and (2) for the supply of water for cleansing, 
or of gas or other illuminant for lighting the City by 
companies or persons owning waterworks or gasworks or 
the like; that the contracts in question in this case fell 
under the second head, and that Secs. 33 to 42 of the Act of 1848 
formed a group of sections dealing with construction contracts, aod 
that notwithstanding the generality of the language of Вес. 42, that 
eection, wbich said that no City official should be directly or 
indirectly interested, upon pain that every such contract should be 
null and void, applied only to construction contracts. He also 
gave other reasons for holding that the disability in the section did 
not apply. He therefore made a declaration in favour of the com- 
pany, and the Corporation appealed to the Court of Appeal, which 
varied the decision of the learned jndge so far as it related to the 

ments dated May 19tb, 1890, and February 5th, 1891, and 
declared that those two agreements, for the reason relied on by the 
Corporation were null and void, and that the Corporation was not 
bound thereby. The company then appealed to their Lordships’ 
House, and the Corporation also appealed against that part of the 
order that was not in ite favour. 

Mr. Cripps, K.C., and Mr. Roske)1 (instructed by Messrs. Ashurst, 
Morris & Crisp) appeared for the company; Mr. Lawson Walton, 
K.C., Mr. Danckwerts, K.C., and Mr. A. G. Walter (instructed by 
the City solicitor) for the Corporation. 

On August 7th, the LORD CHANCELLOR, in moving that the appeal 
should be dismissed, said: In this case a declaration is sought to 


establish the validity of three contracts entered into between the 
City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., and the Mayor, Com- 
monalty, and citizens of the City of London. The question sought 
to be raised by the parties is whether or not the contracts, or Any of 
them, entered into between the parties are valid and binding on 
the defendants. The defendants have repudiated them—not, as I 
understand, that they have any objection to the substance of the 
contract; but, being advised by counsel that the contracte were 
invalid, they felt bound to test that question in a court of law. 
Mr. Justice Farwell, before whom the question came, was of opinion 
that they were valid. The Court of Appeal had declared them to 
be invalid, allowing the third to tand. The whole question turns 
upon 8. 42 of the London Sewers Act, 1848, which provides " that no 
pereon being & commissioner or a member of the Court of Aldermen, 
or of the Common Council of the City shall be, dirctly or indirectly. 
interested or connected in any oon tract which shall be made or 
entered into by, or on behalf of, the Commissioners for the execu- 
tion of any works by this Act directed or authorised to be done or 
executed, or for furnishing materials or labour, or for any other 
matter or thing whatsoever, upon pain that every such contract 
shall be null and void; and that any person who, being a Commis- 
sioner, or a member of the said Court of Aldermen, or of the 
Common Council, shall be so interested or concerned therein, shall, 
for every offence, forfeit and pay the sum of £100 to any person 
who shall sue for the same, to be recovered in any of the superior 
Courts by action of debt or on the oase." At the date of the contract 
there were shareholders among the Commissioners, Aldermen and 
Common Councilmen, and I so far agree with Mr. Justice Farwell, 
that I think the fint thing to see, is whether the Act of Parliament 
is clear, or is fairly susceptible of two constructions. I regret 
to have to add that I think it is clear and is not fairly susceptible 
of two constructions. In avery ingenious and elaborate judgment, 
the learned judge decided in favour of the validity of the oontracta 
in question, upon the ground that they are not what he calls “ con- 
struction " contracts; but Iam unable to concur with the view that 
the section is only applicable to these construction contracts. It 
such a distinction can at all be made, the disqualitication under the 
statute which I have quoted does not apply. The Mayor and Оот- 
poration of the City are now (sinoe 1897) in the plaoe of those who 


gat the date of the contracts were the Commissioners of Sewers of 


the City. By the Act of 1897 all their duties and liabilities are 
now vested in the City itself. That the aldermen, oommiseioners 
and common councilmen have a disqualifying interest in the con- 
tracting companies cannot bedenied uuless the distinction insisted on 
by the learned judge can be madeout. In respect of two of the three 
contracts, it is admitted that a common councilman, a Commissioner 
of Sewers and a Lord Mayor for the time being—in that character 
both an a'derman and ex aficio Commissioner were shareholders ; 
and in respect of those two contracts, heartily as I regret the oon- 
clusion to which I am forced to come, I cannot doubt that these 
oontracte, by reason thereof, are invalid. I have striven to escape 
the atringency of the language, since I think no one will doubt that 
the contracts were fairly and properly made, with due regard to the 
public interest, but I cannot escape from the language of the 
Btatute. With respect to the third contract, I agree with Lord 
Justice Stirling that & different question arises where, at the time 
of the making of the contract, no Commissioner, Alderman, or 
Common Councilman was a sbareholder; and I agree with him 
that, under the circumstances stated in detail by the learned judge, 
the contract has not become invalid because, at a subsequent date, 
several Commissioners, Aldermen and Common Councilmen became 
shareholders. The result is that I think the judgment of tne 
Court of Appeal is right, and that this appeal ought to be dis- 
missed with coste. I move your Lordships accordingly. 

The other noble and learned Lords who heard the arguments gave 
judgment to the same effect. 

The appeal was accordingly dismissed with costs. 


METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC Sur Co. v. Borovan COUNCIL OF 
MABYLEBONE. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on 7th inst. 
Mr. Sergeant, on behalf of the plaintiffs in this case, stated that, 
since his Lordship pronounced judgment, negotiations had taken 
place between the parties, and they had now agreed to an order 
which would avoid the neceesity of a long and expensive inquiry as 
to account and abatements. His Lordship assented. 


CHAMBERLAIN & HookBaM, LTD. v. BRADFORD CORPOBATION. 


IN the House of Lords, before the Lord Chancellor and Lords 
Davey, Shand and Robertson, an appeal by the plaintiff company 
from a decision of the Court of Appeal, affirming a judgment of Mr. 
Justice Farwell,was heard. The appellants were the owners of an 
invention for improvements in '' Electricity meters," and they pro- 
ceeded against the Corporation of Bradford, who are the lighting 
authority for that town, for an infringement of their patent. The 
trial lasted eight days before Mr. Justice Farwell, and he held that 
there had been no infringement, but did not decide the question 
whether the patent was or was not valid. The Court of Appeal, 
aftera ten days' hearing, affirmed the judgment below, but also gave 
no decision on the validity of the patent. The company then 
appealed to their Lordships' House. 

Mr. Astbury, K.C., Mr. Arthur J. Walter, and Mr. Robert Frost 
(instructed by Field, Roscoe & Co., agents for Pinsett & Co., Bir- 
mingham) appeared for the appellants; Mr. Cripps, K.C., Mr. Bous- 
field, K.C., and Mr. J. C. Graham (instructed by Ashurst, Morris, 


Crisp & Co.) for the respondent Corporation. 


At the close of the arguments, judgment was reserved. 
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On August 7th, the LORD CHANCELLOR said: I have seen the 
judgment which Lord Davey is about to deliver in this саве. І 
agree tbat the appeal should be dismissed, and for the reasons 
that he. will state. 

Lord Davay then read his judgment, of which we give extracts 
below :—The appellantes sue the respondents for infringing certain 
letters patent vested in them, by using an electricity meter which 
the appellants say is substantially the same machine us that 
described and claimed by Mr. Hookham, the patentee, in his 
specification. In describing the nature of his invention as applied 
to an electricity meter the patentee says:—' My electricity meter 
consists essentially of an electro-motor with constant, or nearly 
constant, field, the armature carrying the current to be metered, 
and an electric brake consisting of a mass of metal in the form of a 
disc cylinder or otber figure of rotation, rotating in & magnetic 
field in such a manner as to have ‘eddy,’ or so-called ‘ Foucault,’ 
currents generated in it. When all other work done by the motor 
(i e., in overcoming friction) is negligible with that done against 
eddy currents, the speed of rotation of its armature is directly pro- 
portional to the armature current.” The patentee then describes the 
special means which he adopte in order to reduce friction. 

The firat claim is for “an electricity meter for measuring currents, 
consisting of an electro-motor with constant field arranged sub- 
stantially as hereinbefore described, and illustrated in the acoom- 
panying drawings, the said electro-motor being combined with an 
electric brake also moving in a constant, or nearly constant, field, 
preferably the same field as that in which the armature rotates 
substantially as herein described and illustrated in the accom- 
panying drawings.” The only form of Hookham's meter which is 
described in detail in the specification and illustrated in the 
drawings is one of a special character, in which the armature and 
tbe brake form two sides of one disc, and the field magnet is an 
electro-magnet, magnetised by a shunt current from the main. The 
pole-pieces of the magnet are of a broad flat shape enclosing the disc 


on the two sides of it, and supplying the field for both the armature ` 


of the motor, and the brake. The current from the main, which is to 
be measured, is led through the armature, which is divided for the 
purpose into 16 sectors. Directions are given for the “ saturation " 
of the electro-magnet in order to produce a constant field, and 
mercury oommutators are used for minimising the friction. It 
would, of course, be wrong to confine the patentee to the exact 
form of his combination which he has so described and illustrated. 
‚ I also think that he is entitled to the merit of having first given to 
the world a practicable electricity meter made on the principle of 
combining the use of an electric brake operating by means of 
Foucault currente with an electro-motor, and to bave regard paid 
to that circumstance in construing his patent. But, on the other 
hand, it would be equally wrong, and, indeed, would be fatal to 
the validity of the patent, to allow the patentee such latitude in the 
construction of his patent and variation in itg details as would 
entitle him to claim every form of electricity meter in which an 
electro-motor is combined with an electric brake of the kind 
described, or that combination coupled with a device 
of any kind for reducing friction—unless he can claim 
to have himeelf discovered the principle of such a machine. 
It may be that Hookham thought he was the first to hit on the 
idea or principle of applying the phenomenon of the Foucault 
currents to the construction of the brake of an electricity meter. 
But if so, it was only because he was not aware of the information 
on the subject which had previously been published in this 
country. 

The patentee has said in his specification that almost every detail 
in his combination may be varied. The elements of the combination 
which admit of no variation appear to me to be the following: 


(1) That the meter is а current meter, i¢., for measuring only the 


quantity or ampere-hours of the current without regard to any varia- 
tion in the potential or voltage (2) that the magnetic field of the 
motor must be constant; (3) the use of the patentee’s mercury con- 
tacts or commutators “ where practicable.” 

I turn now to the meter used by the respondents, which is said 
to be an infringement of the appellants’ meter. The conclusion 
which I draw from the evidence of the expert witnesses (including 
the patentee himself) is that beyond the fact that in both machines 
an electro-motor is used in combination with an electric brake, 
the two machines have little in common. In the first place the 
respondents’ machine is not one of the same type as the appellants’. 
It is not a current meter, but a meter which is designed and 
intended to measure energy, that is, the ampere-hours multiplied by 
the voltage, and is therefore made sensitive to every variation in 
the potential in the generating station. The magnetic field with 
which the electro-motor works is therefore not constant, as in the 
appellants’ machine. 

As they do not require a constant field, the respondents use 
neither a saturated electro-magnet nor a permanent magnet in 
connection with their motor. In fact, so far as the motor is con- 
cerned, it is admitted by Mr. Hookham (QQ. 301—6) and Mr. 
Swinburne (Q. 1,149) to be the same. as that shown in the drawing 
of Biemens's meter. The respondents say they are as much entitled 
as the appellants to avail themselves of Marcel's suggestion to use 
an electric brake with any suitable magnet of an ordinary form in 
connection with Siemens’s meter. The respondents use solid brushes 
tipped with silver, and having silver pointe of contact, and do not 
use the mercury or liquid commutators of the appellants. The use 
by the respondents of a small coil on their shunt wire for the 
purpose of starting the motor was relied on by counsel for the 
appellants as an infringement of Hookham's suggestion that he may 
compound wind his magnet. I regard that suggestion as nothing 
more in substance than a working direction to increase the driving 
power to the required extent. 

I now come to the question raised by the appellants as to the 
magnet used by the respondents in connection with the disc of their 
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. electricity. 


brake. This topio has, in my opinion, been the subject of an amount 
of evidence and argument quite S propor onae to its real import- 
ance. Iam of opinion that the third claim of the patent cannot be 
supported as a claim to a separate head of invention applicable to 
magnets used in any electricity meter. It can only (as I think) be 
supported as pointing out what the patentee considered one of the 
merits and advantages of a subordinate element in one of the forms 
of the general combination claimed in the first claim, and as appli- 
cable only to the meter invented by the patentee. On the con- 
struction of the third claim, I think also that it is confined to the 
use of tbe magnet in connection with the armature of the motor. 
I find a reason for the patentee confining his claim to the use of the 
magnet in connection with the disc armature in the evidence which 
he gave at the trial. He assented to the proposition put to him by 
counsel, that when you are dealing with the motor you want to 
spread your field as much as possible, and when you are dealin 
with the brake you want to concentrate it as much as poseible, an 
consequently when you use (as the patentee does) the same magnet 
for the motor and the brake you have to strike a balance. The 
requirements therefore are not the same in each case. 

Now what is it that the respondents have done? They use for 
the purpose of their brake a magnet which is formed of a single 
steel bar bent into the shape of an elongated loop so as to enable 
the disc to rotate freely between the poles of it. 'This magnet has 
previously been subjected to a very severe treatment for the 
purpose of "ageing" it, and thus securing its constancy by a well- 
known method. Consensu omnium, this magnet is of an o 
form. On the evidence in the case I do not think that the 
respondents’ brake magnet is a colourable imitation of anything 
described and claimed in the patent. 

My Lords, I &m of opinion that the judgment of the Court of 
Appeal, confirming that of Mr. Justice Farwell, was right. I see no 
grounds for saying that the case was not fully considered in the 
Courts below as suggested by counsel, and, indeed, I do not think 
that when the facts tare understood there is any extraordinary 
difficulty in it. For these reasons I think that the appeal should 
be dismissed with costs. 

Lord SHanp and Lord Robertson concurred. 

The appeal was accordingly dismissed with costs. 


Ham S. Maxim ELECTRICAL CORPORATION, LD. 


In tbe Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice last week 
an action brought by Emile Pulsford, on behalf of the Société 
Centrale d’Electricité et de Lampes à Incandescence, against Mr. 
M. Devenish, dator of the above-named corporation, was con- 
The plaintiff claimed 
on the ground that the defendant had wrongfully distributed the 
assets of the Corporation without providing for the rights of the 
plaintiff, under an agreement of March 2nd, 1900, and for а sum due 
to the plaintiffs for lamps supplied. . 
After hearing the evidence, his Lordship said that the liquidator 
knew of the plaintiffs’ claims, but took no steps to ascertain the 
debts owed by the Corporation, beyond advertising in the daily 
papera. He had absolutely neglected his statutory duty, and had 
himeelf received a large number of shares in the company which 
purchased the Corporation’s business and asseta. His Lordship held 
the liquidator liable in respect of the amounts due under the 
plaintiffs’ agreement, and the purchase money for the lamps. A 
stay of execution was granted, subject to the money being paid into 
Court. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Motorman Instruetor’s Views. 


For about five years I have been connected with and 
driving the popular electric car. I must admit that it's not 
all honey—the constant strain on your eyes, the suddenness 
of danger, your ears listening for bells, your feet always in 
one position, both your hands fixed, &c., but with it all 
there are to be got by proper training men of a very satis- 
factory type, viz., railway men, such as shunters, goods 
guards, drivers, and firemen, who turn out the best on any 
sort of route. I drove on gradients of 1 in 9 with heavy 
and light loads, good and greasy rails, slow services, quick 
services, single roads and double, and have kept a clear 
sheet from all companies I have worked for. 

My first dealings with novices were while driving in 
service of town trams. My first question was What occu- 
pation have you been following?” “Oh! I was a driver 
on the Gt. C. Got paid off for running by signal,” or such 
like. Well, I knew his late berth was suitable for this 
one. Just watch me for a few hours, mate; see how I use 
this controller, and you will soon be in our uniform and get 
your 6d. an hour." I soon got confidence in the man, as I 
knew he was used to travelling under steam, but now he got 
* I suppose you get bad rails, same as us with 
а train?" I said yes, and got him to use his sand pedal, 
&c., 80 that when you want it you know you get it. This 
man was soon polished off and ready for e service car. The 
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next chap I got was one who said he was a baker, but had 
been a gardener. He took as long again as the driver of 
Gt. C. to understand the brake alone, and if a boy, or girl, or 
trap got in the road, I had to do the needful. Well, it was 
no good putting my name to that man’s paper, as I wanted 
to gain promotion; so I told him, and, of course, he 
challenged me to pugilistic fame. After that I sent the 
paper inside an envelope, telling them nothing. It’s not a 
very thankful job to tutor men of this type on your car 
during service hours ; you are held responsible for the man’s 
progress and conduct, also for the charge of car, safety of 
passengers, and running to time. My mates used to shout 
“ you've got a soft job on.” Get the right grit in the pupil, 
and yon can take it much easier, as you get confidence in 
him and can shift from him; but get a dall pupil, you 
have to watch and be ready to push him out of the way and 
do the needful, as they are sure to leave juice on, or some 
other neglect. Some don’t pay any attention to signals 
from guard ; some won’t stop in loop on single road if car is 
approaching. You have to tell, tell, tell, over and over 
again. This class of man wants three months’ practice, and 
then to go to a company where there’s only one tram, so I 
think it best to polish that chap off as soon as possible. The 
training is the making point, I must admit, but you don’t 
want a school for about 50 drivers. Glasgow is all right, no 
doubt, but if I were on a tour of inspection, I certainly 
should not go by Sheffield. The men you see there will 
wapt some beating. I think all electrical engineers of 
traction experience will admit that the sober railway man is 
all right. In fact, I have never had easier men and quicker 
to grasp the control of a car. 

I agree with Glasgow asking the men about their instruc- 
tion every now and then. I believe in making them tell all 
chief working parts and answer about a dozen questions, 
such as what would you do if your power handle got fast on 
the seventh or any notch of controller and yousaw danger close 
by? He.answers all right, knock switch off, & c., but let him 
go and say no more to him for a month or two, no doubt he 
would say put the electric brake on! Training is not so 
soft а job as it looks. 

Driver Quick-Stop. 


Development of the Current Interrupter. 


It may interest Mr. Wright to have additional confirmation 
as regards the use of the Wehnelt break. I have seen this 
break in use in Paris on an alternating circuit, and, although 
I did not watch the break for any length of time, there did 
not appear to be any undue heating ; and I am given to 
understand that no difficulties are experienced. 


W. G. Steinthal. 
Bradford, August 7th, 1902. 


If Mr. Isenthal will read my letter again, he will find that 
I did not state that it was absolutely impossible to use the 
Wehnelt interrupter on the alternating current mains, but 
simply commercially impossible. 

“If so used,” the platinum tip must be fed forward in 
the manner of an arc lamp carbon, costing several shillings 
an hour. 

The use of an aluminium plate is in this case not permis- 
sible, since it acts virtually as a rectifier, thus passing a 
rectified continuous, not an alternating current. 

The very suggestion of ап aluminium plate shows that the 
break is not satisfactory on alternating circuits. 

Therefore I beg to repeat my statement, that it is not 
commercially possible to use the Wehnelt interrupter directly 
on alternating current circuits, 


Mortimer A. Codd. 
London, August 10th, 1903. 


Hot-wire Arc Lamps. 


1 have read with interest the article by Mr. H. Tomlinson- 
Lee on “ Hot-wire Arc Lamps," and the criticism by 
* N. D. W." I have handled and sold large numbers of arc 
lamps of various makes, and have frequently had to adjust 
them and do small repairs upon them, and my experience has 
been exactly that of Mr. Tomlinson-Lee—that is, that the 


dash-pot is the cause of most of the trouble; as a 
matter of fact, I make it a rule to attack that point first, 
and in nine cases out of ten I find the fault there. If Mr. 
Foster can do all that it appears he can, I should say that 
he will find a large market for his lamps. ш 


Having read * N. D. W.’s " letter in your ** Correspond- 
ence " columns of this week, we crave your kind indulgence 
for а space, that we, the makers of the lamp in question, 
may clear up some vague doubts that appear to exist in 
„N. D. W.’s” mind. | 

We want everyone to share in the latest knowledge on arc 
lamps, “ N. D. W.” as well. Besides this, the object of his 
letter is an attempt to belittle the improvements we 
have spent four or five years in achieving—improvementa 
we have already established as practical facts of com- 
mercial value. No doubt Mr. Tomlinson-Lee will have 
something to say concerning the personal nature of the 
attack, but we should be glad of the opportunity to deal 
with the points immediately affecting us. 

To begin with, on dash-pots, the present writer has had 
as good an opportunity—probably a better—of studying 
euclosed arc lamp troubles as “ N. D. W.” has. He was 
responsible at one time for the repair department of a firm as 
well known as any, and he paid particular attention to the 
“cause of failure." He would allow no unknown causes 
such as ** N. D. W.” hints at. 

We are naturally debarred from giving actual figures 
from another firm's books, but they were of an inverse 
relation to “N, D. W.’s” figures, the bulk of the failures 
being set down to the dash-pot, some lo mechanism and bad 
trimming, and least of all to faulty insulation. 

But let us consider his figures. He says: The per- 
centage of failures due to dash-pot sticking, taken from the 
books of one of the best-known makers, is given at ‘1 per 
cent., while dirty rods, improper trimming, and breakdown 
of insulation account for 9 per cent. of the known cases.“ 
Now, then, Mr. N. D. W.,“ how do you account for the 
balance of 99 per cent. in the known cases, and what have 
you to say for the unknown causes of breakdown, and how 
many such were there ? Does the 99 per cent. mean troubles 
in the mechanism other than the dash-pot ? Please explain. 

Mr. Tomlinson-Lee's remark “about 2 ohms”—obviously 
given en passint—was not intended to be exact, but it is 
very much nearer the truth than N. D. W.’s” 99 per cent. 
error, not to speak of the vague unknown ! 

Putting figures aside, we kare no dash-pot, we have no 
* rods," and we do not require the, comparatively speaking, 
enormous amount of insulation (combustible and otherwise) 
required by the solenoid lamp, so we Aave eliminated all 
the troubles you admit, with the exception of the lamp 
attendant, and the law of the land saves him. 

If *N. D. W." knows of hundreds of lamps working 
satisfactorily for “a number of years without апу dash-pot 
troubles of any description," the makers of which lamps 
have presumably eliminated dust from their hundreds of 
dash-pots, then we say it is the Millennium * N. D. W.” is 
concerned with, and not “1903 or 1890." A dash-pot 
cannot be made which will not be affected by dust to the 
detriment of the coil. The only remedy for solenoid lamps 
is to frequently remove the dust from the dash-pots, which 
means skilled attention and money. We hope this is not the 
last word on dash-pots, and that the contractors, who suffer 
quite as much as the makers, will propound their views. 

A “reaction in favour of arc lighting ” is certainly needed 
in Manchester, where, if we are rightly informed, they are 
discarding arc lamps in favour of incandescent gas. Per- 
haps some other readers, who are not prevented by one 
interest or another, would state some more cases, The 
engineers directly responsible for street lighting might give 
their views. 

As regards three enclosed arc lamps in series on 240 volta, 
what N. D. W.“ says is that threesolenoid lamps would behave 
as well as three hot-wire lamps, “ provided, of course, current 
consumption and ‘voltage’ across the arcs were similar.” 
Exactly, * N. D. W.,” but you cannot get the “ voltage” 
across the arc with a solenoid lamp; you want too much 
steadying and really wasteful resistance. Ever since the 
advent of high voltage—230 to 250—distribution, nsers 
have been asking in vain for an encloged lamp that would 
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burn three in series. We know it was attempted in Glasgow 
(250 volta), but with little or no success. | 

As regards the 50 per cent. gain by this system, this is 
quite simple when you know anything about enclosed lamps. 
When faced with a high voltage, the solenoid lamp can 
only obtain a good electrical efficiency by increasing the arc 
voltage. This produces an arc of disagreeable blue light 
of practically no higher ¿illuminating value than the arc of 
lower voltage but white light. Thus the solenoid lamp has 
to waste the additional 20 or 80 volte on the steadying 
resistance. We use very little resistance, and get far more 
volts at the carbons. Consuming the same current, we 
get three good white lights instead of two blue ones, and 
we get better distribution, hence 50 per cent. more light for 
the consumer. 

We think there is another point “N. D. W.” should 
„rave of Mr. Tomlinson-Lee, but not what “N. D. W.” 
means. Before asking the writer of the original article how 
he “obtains” certain fi he should have made sure 
that Mr. Tomlinson-Lee had obtained them! As stated in 
the article, Mr. Foster obtained the 72-volt arc, and it is 
also clearly stated by Mr. Tomlinson-Lee that the circuit 
voltage was 240, not 220. We shall be happy to give 
further figures concerning this test, if anyone needs them ; 
meanwhile, we are wondering whether “N. D. W.'s" mistake 
was accidental or otherwise, 

„N. D. W s" next enquiry suggests his own knowledge 
that lamp mechanisms can, and do, get dirty, and thus by 
natural inference he contradicts himself. He * would like 
to know what would happen to the three lamps running in 
series on a 220-volt circuit if the mechanism of one became 
dirtier than the others.” Our answer is, absolutely nothing. 
It would not “ refuse to strike,” and it is wreng and im- 
proper of №. D. W.” to try and thrust on Mr. Foster's 
splendid invention any other false suggestions. We do not 
mind how much dirt within reason gets into the lamp as it 
makes no difference whatever. We know you cannot pre- 
vent dirt getting into the mechanism, and that is just what 
Mr. Tomlinson-Lee’s argument consists of. Further con- 
clusive evidence on the three-in-series query will be found at 
the end of the article in the paragraph by the Editors. 

As regards the commercial value of the “change over” 
from A.C. to D.C., we can only say that we have two ordcrs 
of this kind for over 60 lamps. Enquiries have been made 
to our certain knowledge for change over" lamps during 
the last two years. 

We shall be happy to give “N. D. W.” any further 
information he may require, but meanwhile would venture 
to suggest a short study of the three R's as well as Ohm's 
law. 

Foster & Co. 

Wimbledon, August 10th, 1908. 


The remarks on my article respecting the above by 
“N. D. W.“ are possibly the result of his misconception and 
incredulity. To strengthen his arguments and to obtain 
some end best known to himself, he has chosen misquotations 
in lieu of the statements contained in my original article. 
I would therefore suggest that, before he again places him- 
self in such a hypercritical position, he pays a little more 
attention to that which he reads, and a little less attention 
to Ohm's law. Ohm's law is an established fact, and when 
the conditions attached thereto are thoroughly understood, 
and are in the hands of those capable of dealing with them, 
the law will always prove itself correct. 

However, in my endeavour to treat the matter concisely, 
and to convey a general idea of the principles and capabilities 
of the Foster" lamp, it was necessary to omit the fuller 
particulars and details connected with the testa, the reaults of 
which I only mentioned in my article. I therefore cannot 
hold myself responsible for the opinions arrived at by 
* N. D. W.," who is 80 ready to condemn this new departure 
in his profession, | 

May I invite other readers of your paper, also the patentee 
of the lamp, to express their opinions of the article, as I 
have no doubt they will show a little more courtesy to the 
writer than * N. D. W.,” who prefers to hide his light (arc) 
behind a nom de plume, which latter procedure I have always 
considered to be one of the privileges of an enlightened 
Press — not a privilege to be abused, however. 


In conclusion, I would ask “ N. D. W.“ to endeavour to 
read correctly, and then he will see that the voltage stated in 
the article is 240, and not 220 as he states in his letter. 


/ H. Tomlinson-Lee, 
Chief Electrical Engineer. 


Wimbledon Electricity Works, А07. 104^, 1903. 


Our Fiscal Poilcy. 


Mr. Byng possesses the bump of egotism to an extent not 
usually developed in the genus homo ; for “talking through 
his hat," he has no equal, and having built up his business, 
and feathered his nest by importing goods from the Continent 
under Free Trade conditions, and for years cutting against the 
prices of English manufacturers, cries aloud—as a voice 
crying in the wilderness, let us hope—for Protection, now 
that he mannfactures here. 

In your leading article of July 31st you relate the story 
of the manufacturer of glass prisms for chandeliers who lost 
his trade from Continental competition, but who turned his 
attention to the chandeliers themselves, and made his fortune 
by manufacturing them. You then suggest that if Mr. 
Byng cannot make his carbon works pay in the face of Con- 
tinental prices, he should devote his attention to increasing 
his output of arc lamps. 

That seems reasonable enough. The law of progress is 
one of change, and in all times there have been natural 
changes and movements in the world’s industries. 

Take, for example, the watch trade, which Mr. Byng passes 
in review in his book on “ Protection.” 

Coventry was once the leading centre of the silk trade; 
it turned to watch making, and when the American machine- 
made timekeeper spoiled the trade, the town readily adapted 
itself to the altered circumstances, took up the bicycle 
industry, and is now more prosperous than at any previous 
period. 

Under a natural system of trade, industries adapt them- 
selves to wants, and the story of Coventry is a very fair 
instance. 

One of the most frequent objections brought against the 
Free Trade policy of Great Britain is that other countries 
have not adopted it. For a clear, lucid and convincing 
exposition of why the leading commercial nations of Europe, 
the United States, and our own Colonies have not followed 
our example, I would refer Mr. Byng and all other readers 
of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW to a volume published only last 
week, entitled ** The Free Trade Movement and its Results," 
by G. Armitage-Smith, M.A. Second edition. 

If this does not effectually dispose of the seemingly 
ingenuous, but very transparent, views advanced by the 
author of ** Protection—the Views of a Manufacturer," there 
is but one thing left. 

Mr. Byng will give up his manufacturing business in 
England, resort to his previous trade of importing Contj- 
nenta] goods, undersell the British manufacturer, and again 
become a convert to the blessings of Free Trade with the 
shekels attendant thereon. 

Much has been made of German progress under Protection ; 
correctly speaking, it should be German progress since the 
adoption of internal Free Trade. 

In America, too, the States comprising the Union trade 
freely with one another. This freedom extends over 51 
States and territories, covering an area of 3,500,000 square 
miles, and including every variety of climate and every kind 
of product. 

If severed from the rest of the world, its people might still 
live in comparative affluence, and it is not, therefore, very 
wonderful that they should be able to uphold a system of 
Protection under such circumstances. 

Great Britain is unable to provide herself with sufficient 
food ; raw materials and food-stuffs together account for 
nearly 75 per cent. of her imports, while manufactured goods 
represent about 75 per cent. of her total exports. England 
then occupies a position which differs in toto trom that of any 
other country. 

It can be shown that by a natural law, industries tend to 
move to, and flourish in, localities best adapted to their 
requirements. By artificial obstructions, such as protective 
tariffs, we may attempt to direct and retain industries, but 


Vol. 53, No. 1,342, Avaver 14, 1908. THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


257 


only at considerable loss, and waste of natural productive- 
ness. 

Although for reasons not far to seek, Free Trade has not 
been adopted by other countries, or by most of the Colonies, 
yeb there is strong indirect evidence for the soundness of the 
principle of commercial freedom in the internal fiscal 
arrangements of large States and federations of States. 

The United States place no restrictions on the trade 
between the several States, and every new territory admitted 
to the Union is placed on the same footing ; the same 
principle is adopted in the Dominion of Canada, and in 
Russia and Germany. 

Had Protection any economic advantage, its virtue would 
not cease with the political inclusion of a territory in a 
country; the local industries should require the same 
defence as formerly. If a country is of vast extent, and its 
climate and products very varied, and if it possesses minerals 
as well as abundance of land, it is most favourab!y situated 
for industrial independence, for it has within itself resources 
of all kinds. 

The smaller the country and the more specialised its pro- 
ducts, the greater is the advantage it gains from contact 
with others, and such in an eminent degree is the case of 
Great Britain. Р 

And now will Mr. Byng kindly tell us whether the 
taxation of raw materials would increase the selling price of 
his machinery, and what percentage he would impose ? 

Also whether a preference of a given percentage in 
Colonial markets, and Protection at home, would increase 
his business to the extent of warranting a higher wage to 
his workmen, and if во, whether he would pay it considering 
that the wage question is mainly one of supply and demand ? 

Furthermore, would the taxation of imported foreign 
machinery raise to any considerable extent the prices to the 
„consumer; that bêle noire of Mr. Bong. 

Finally, does he, or does he not, use foreign labour saving 
or other machinery in his works, which English firms are 
unable to supply ? 
A Man of no Experience. 


Protection or Fair Trade? 


There is one point insisted upon in Mr. Byng's letter of 
last week which should, I think, be borne in mind by 
everyone who engages іп the present fiscal discussion. Mr. 
Byng says that the nation must be regarded as a family, to 
which both the consumer and the home producer belong, and 
that it is the interest of that family—the whole nation 
which must be considered. In dealing with this complex 
question, which absolutely bristles with fallacies, the afore- 
said method of dealing with the points in dispute is the one 
safe guide, and clears up a multitude of difficulties. 

The family has, of course, a private income—ite dividends 
on investments abroad ; some of its members bring in some 
earnings also as carriers of other families’ goods; iff the 
main, however, its wealth depends on what it can produce in 
the home, much of which goes in exchange for the pro- 
ductions of surrounding families, This annual wealth, 
produced in the home and supplemented to a comparatively 
small extent by the private income, is distributed among the 
producers in the convenient form of wages. The system of 
distribution may be defective, but there is no serious risk 
that the family as & whole will be rich and the bulk of its 
members in poverty. 

Now, it is clear that the one desideratum is to make the 
home production a maximum. To secure that end it is 
evident that the production of articles which can be more 
efficiently produced elsewhere should not be undertaken so 
long as all in the home are fully employed, for such a policy 
would divert labour in the home from a more efficient to a 
less efficient direction. The important thing to note, how- 
ever, is that if some of the members of the family are 
unemployed, or if those who are at work are capable of pro- 
ducing without undue effort more than they are now pro- 
ducing, every extra article that can be made by an agreement 
among the members of the family not to buy it from outside, 
is a clear gain, even though it may be produced with a 
greater expenditure of labour than would have been required 
elsewhere. In fact, the family should decide to what articles 
it can best devote its own labour, and resolutely decline to 
buy any such articles from surrounding families. This self- 


denying ordinance must obviously end at such a point as 
enables its own energies to be fully occupied. 

The fallacy of the Free Trade argument, that it must be 
а loss to the country to produce at home what can be pur- 
chased cheaper abroad, is thus rendered quite clear when the 
family interest is considered. It can also be shown in the 
following way :—Imagine а country possessed of no great 
natural advantages, and unable to produce even its own 
most-efficiently produced goods without expending 10 per 
cent. more energy than is necessary in some more fortunate 
country abroad. If such a country falls into the hands of 
the Free Trade statesman, ita production is bound to reach a 
very low level, for it is’ cheaper to buy every article abroad 
than to produce it at home. There will be a huge balance 
of imports over exports, and grave danger that by the time 
home production must be commenced in earnest (owing to 
the impossibility of paying for the imported goods), the 
country will have exhausted its reserves of capital, or failed to 
supply the continual renewal which all capital demands, and 
will be without the means of setting ita industries going 
unless by borrowing abroad at, what must be, under the cir- 
cumstances, a high rate of interest. Free Trade principles 
end here in ruin. | 

Turn now to the Protectionist statesman. Не starte with 
the proposition that home production must be made a mazi- 
mum. He resolutely imposes heavy duties (raising prices be 
it observed) on such articles, whether food stuffs or manu- 
factured goods, as can best be produced at home, and he 
includes in his scheme of taxation an area large enough to 
give all the available labour full occupation. At this 
point he stops, What is the result ? A nation only 10 per 
cent. poorer in its average income than the wealthiest nation 
in competition with it. Surely no very calamitous result ! 

The bearings of these observations lie in the application 
thereof. If our statesmen will only bear in mind the one 
point of cardinal importance—the raising of home production 
to а maximum—there is little to fear for our commercial 
future, 

A. I. E. E. 


The Electric Conductivity of Copper. 


The last table of the article which appeared under the above 
title in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of July 10th was derived 
upon the assumption that the increase of resistance due to a 
rise in temperature of copper from 60° to 75° F. could be 
calculated by the use of the coefficient 1°035925. This 
coefficient was formed by adding 1 to (75 — 60) x 
0:002395, which obviously is incorrect. The same kind of 
error accounts for discrepancies iu calculating the resistances, 
in standard ohms at 60° F., of the foot grain, from the 
figures given by Fleeming Jenkin in the year 1873. A 
further point arises as to whether, in the article, it 
would not have been better to have applied Matthicssen’s 
rather than Clark, Forde and Taylor's coefficients 
to the copper referred to by Fleeming Jenkin. In order to 
remove any question that might arise on this point, I have 


. revised these figures according to both methods. Thus the 


co-efficient obtained by Clark, Forde and Taylor, reduces. 
0:2262 B.A. ohms at 24:0? C. (75:2? F.) to 0:21579 standard 
ohms at 60? F., and it reduces 0:2186 B.A. ohms at 15? C. 
(59° F.) to 0721614 standard ohms at 60? F. In contrast 
with these figures, Matthiessen's formula reduces 0°2262 
B.A. ohms at 24? C. to 07216124 standard ohms at 60° F., 
and it reduces 0:2186 B.A. ohms at 15? C. to 0*216113 
standard ohms at 60° Е. It follows that the figure 0216226, 
which Mr. Kempe deduces from the report of the Committee 
of Experts and Manufacturers, is somewhat above the old 
standard. The figure 0°2162 which I used in the article 
as a tentative standard, is nearer to the old standard, and is 
а more simple figure. 

I should be glad if you would permit me to revise the last 
table of my article, making use of the coefficient 1:03368 
derived from Clark, Forde and Taylor's tables. On the 
basis of the proposed definition of 100 per cent. conductivity 
and adopting this more correct coefficient, we may deduce 
that— | | 

1. The resistance of a copper wire of 100 per cent. con- 
ductivity, 1 statute mile in length, weighing 1 lb., is 
861:044 standard ohms at 60? F. Its resistance at 75° F, 
is 890°03 standard ohms. 
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2. The resistance of a copper wire of 100 per cent. con- 
ductivity, 1 naulical mile in length, weighing 1 lb., is 
1144°36 standard ohms at 60? F. Its resistance at 75° F. 
is 1182-9 standard ohms. The following table, then, replaces 
the last table of my article :— 


— — — SC — — — 


| Resist- банан. Resist- | Resist- байна: Resist- 


Conduc- - 
Шуну | баб “шуну | neet Оуу f, | viy эмем 
m jb. -n. m | 2 Ib. n. m. | m lb.-n.m. | Ib. n. m. 
| | | | | 
105°0 | 1126:6 | 1020 | 11597 : 990 | 11948 | 960 | 12322 
1040 | 11276 | 1019 | 11€0°8 | 989 ' 11960 | 959 | 12335 
1048 | 11287 , 1018 | 11620 988 11973 | 958 | 12347 
10477 | 1129:8 | 1017 | 11631 | 987 | 11985 | 957 12360 
1046 | 11309 | 1016 | 11643 986 11997 | 956 | 12373 
104°5 | 1131:9 | 101:5 | 11654 985 12009 | 955 | 12386 
104:4 | 1133:0 | 1014 , 11666 984 192021 || 954 ' 12399 
1043 | 11341 , 1013 | 11677 , 983 12033 | 953 . 12412 
1042 11352 | 1012 | 11689 982 12046 | 952 1242.5 
104°1 | 11363 | 10171 | 11700 | 58:1 | 19058 || 951 | 129438 
1040 | 11374 | 1010 11712 | 980 | 12070 | 950 . 12451 
103:9 | 1138°5 | 100-9 | 1172°3 | 979 | 12083 | 949  1246°5 
103:8 | 1139'6 | 100:8 | 1173°5 || 97:8 | 1209°5 | 948 | 124738 
103:7 1 1007 11747 ' 977 | 1210°7 | 947 12491 
103:6 | 1141:8 | 100°6 | 11758 | 976 | 19190 | 946 12504 
103:5 | 1142:9 | 100:5 | 11770 ! 97:5 | 12132 | 945 19517 
Med 1135 | 1004 | n «974 Du | 944 1263-1 
03:3 | 11451 | 1003 11793 ; 973 12157 || 943 . 19544 
103:2 | 11462, 1002 | 11805, 972 12170 | 942 12557 
10311 | 1147°3 | 1001 | 11817 , 971 | 12182 | 941 12571 
1030 | 1148-4 | 1000 | 11829 | 970 12195 | 940 19584 
102:9 rao | 99:0 | 11841 96:9 , 19207 | 939 12597 
102:8 07: 998 | 11853 968 12220 | 938 12611 
1027 | 115 1:8 | 997 | 11864 967 | 1223.3 | 93'7 19624 
102:6 | 1152:9 ' 996 | 11876 966 12245 , 936 126388 
1025 | 11540 995 | 11888 965 12258 | 935 12651 
102:4 | 1155/2 | 99:4 | 11900. 964 19271 | 934 126655 
1023 | 11563 | 993 | 11912 96.3 | 12283 | 933 12678 
102:2 | 11574 " 992 | 11924 | 962 12296 | 932 12692 
102:1 | 11586 ` 991 | 11936 | 961 | 12309 | 931 12706 
| | | . 


Rollo Appleyard. 


[The value *:216226 " given by Mr. Kempe, to which 
Mr. Appleyard refers, has as its basis “the resistance at 
0? C., of 1 metre of pure, soft copper wire weighing 1 
gramme," according to Dr. Matthiessen; this resistance 
being given as 1440 В.А. ohm. As this value has only four 
places of figures, any other value deduced from it can, of 
course, be accurate only to the same number of figures, con- 
seyuently the last two figures of the value **:216226 " have 
no significance, and the latter should more reasonably be 
given as“ 2162.“ It may even be that the last figure of 
the value :1440 is only correct within a certain percentage, 
i.e., it may be that the true value of the resistance repre- 
sented by 1440 may be slightly above or below the latter, 
and consequently that 2162 may be incorrect to the same 
degree of possible error. Mr. Appleyard has, we consider, 
been quite right in taking the value -2162, in his calcula- 
tion, as a close approximation, —Enps. ELEC. Rkv.] 


Directory of Railway Officials, 1903.—We have 
received a copy of the new issue of this useful reference book, 
which now includes practically all the tramways worked by power 
in the United Kingdom, and railways in all parts of the globe. The 
data have been compiled from official sources, and ioclude brief 
particulars of the length of ronte, gauge, rolling stock, &c. The 
personal index has been carefully revised. The volume is too well 
known and appreciated to need a recommendation to railway and 
iramway men. 


Infirmary Lighting.—The order for the electrical work 
at the Newcastle-on-Tyne Royal Victoria Infirmary, which is now 
in course of erection, has been placed with Mesars. Falconar, Cross 
and Co., of that city. The contract includes the whole of tbe 
lighting and power distribution, and also electric bells, telephones, 
fire alarms and fans. The work is being carried ont to the specifica- 
tion of Messrs. Dolby & Williamson, of London. 


Round Bulb Glow Lamps.— For window and other 
decorations, and for all installations where a short bulb is desirable, 
the B.T.H. Co. supplies a round bulb lamp. This lamp is very 
neat and compact, and readily lends itself to artistic treatment. 
The filament is arranged in spiral form, and is supported by a single 
anchor, which gives mechanical strength to the carbon without 
casting shadows or interfering with the life of the lamp. The cap 
is fixed to the glass with a non-hygroscopic material, rendering the 
lamp suitable for use in Camp or exposed places. The round bulb 
lamp is 32 in. long, and 23 in. iu шаг. and a very high eff- 
ciency is claimed for it. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 
Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEEE ENDING Аса 12TH, 1902. | вик имрма Ava. 11TH, 1903. 
Alexandria .. . Value £14 Adelaide .. Value £262 
Amsterdam.. А m .. 205 Alexandria .. T vo 10 
Auckland. vs p .. 1720 Amsterdam .. vs 78 35 
Bombay  .. ss vs ae 56 Auckland "x 
Brisbane - Hi . . 9,963 Bangkok 178 
Calcutta eo ee ee ee 124 Bombay eo ee 210 
fi Teleph. mat. сеў 68 Calcutta... T T .. 1,954 
Channel Ielands .. ©з 25 77 Cape Town. Teleg. mat. 202 
Cheefoo. Teleg. apparatus .. 4i | Colombo Ve „ da Dd 
Christiania .. M - .. 719 Durban - - vs P 61 
is Teleg. wire 74 East London 42 б . 990 
Durban 5% vs А 9 6 60 ʻi Teleg. mat. oe 276 
East London s $2 zx 79 Gibral 80 7 TRE 81 
Fouchou .. #6 vs s 25 Grenada si m 47 
Gibraltar ев oe ee ee 185 Hong Fong ee oe ee e 2,182 
Melbourne. "T ace . . 571 Lisbon. Teleph. cable .. a 60 
New York .. m "e . 129 Madras fs bs oe . 151 
Ostend an s» as 10 Melbourne .. ae oe . 188 
Perth.. - 1 7 ia 42 Monte Video s oe 95 44 
Rio de Janeiro. Teleg. mat.. 500 Penang ai Se oe . 88 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. vi 50 10 Teleg. apparatus 70 
Sekondi ae ee - ae 25 Port Elizabeth  .. $8 ©з 16 
Shanghai .. zi К .. 265 Rio Janeiro - T vis 49 
Sydney T ‘a "T .. 809 Rotterdam .. © č. ss 88 
Wellington ee ee ee aoe 181 Shanghai е е ee ee ee 141 
| Singapore .. T vx .. 824 
Sydney ia T vs .. 208 
- Teleg. mat "m 21 
Wellington .. ss ©» 24 
Total £6,725 Total £6,468 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec.appar. Value £17 Barbadoes. Teleph. mat. Value £95 . 
Melbourne. Elec. apparatus.. 58 Fremantie. Elec. mat. .. ja 21 
Sydney. Elec. fittings .. vá 65 Iquique. Elec.goods .. vs 48 


Total . 2135 Total .. . 4$9 

Short's H.V. Switeh.—The Electrical Engineering Co. of 
London, Ltd., of Ormond House, 63, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., is 
introducing Short's patent high voltage double-pole switcb, which 
has been designed to meet the demand for a thoroughly reliable 


_ switch which can be safely operated by inexperienced hands. The 


parts controlling the switch are mounted on two slate panels, 
insulated by ebonite dividing pieces, as shown in the adjoining 


figure, and are operated by a lever arrangement which allows 
quickest movement to take place immediately after contact is 
broken. The switch is designed to give from 3-in. break upwards. 
The switches are specially suitable for motor starting, being 
operated by a handle at the side, with the regulating switch screwed 
on the cover; or as service switches for buildings, &c , being mounted 
in water-tight cases and operated by a key. The special feature of 
the switeh is that it is absolutely impossible to keep the contacts in 
an arc-ing position. 


German Electrical Machinery Тгабе. — “о far as the 
year has gone, there has been a noticeable falling off in the importa- 
tion of foreign electrical machinery into Germany, the returns for 
the five months ending with May last showiog a total of only 
322 tons, as contrasted with 634 tons in the corresponding period of 
last year. Onthe other hand, there has beon an increase in the 
exports of electrical machinery from Germany —from 4,899 tons in 
the first five months of 1902 to 5,158 tons in the five months ending 
May last. 


Electrical Motor Vehicles. — With the view of 
encouraging the use of electrical motor vehicles, the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Co, of Bcston, U.S.A., is preparing a guide 
which will contain a road map, showing the best routes from point 
to point, with a list of all accumulator charging stations within a 
radius of 25 miles from Boston. British station engineers should 
take note of this. 


Miniature Enclosed Arc Lamp.—lIn our last issue 
we referred to this lamp as being made by the “ Union Electrical 
Co.” This should, of course, read Union Electric Co.” 


Automatic Signalling.—According to the Times, a 
length of model railway is on view at the offices of Mr. A. Curphey, 
28, Victoria Street, S. W., illustrating the action of a series of sig- 
nalling devices invented by Mr. R. J. Sheehy, of New York. 


Electrical Safety Dress.—In our notice last week of 
Artemieff's invention, which has been put on the market by Messers. 
Siemens & Halske, we omitted to add that the dresses can be 
obtained in London from the Siemens Electric Appliances, Ltd., 
61 and 62, Watling Street, E. O. 
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Kimberley.— An order for 12 mining locomotives, each 
driven by a 10 н.р. motor, has been placed by the De Beers Co. with 
the British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Oo., Ltd., 
London. 


British Trade with Canada. — Our contemporary, 
Commercial Intelligence, is making strenuous efforts to induce the 
Canadian Government to give British manufacturers fair play in 
placing ite public contracts. It appears that Canada alone, of the 
self-goveraing colonies, makes no effort to do this, the time limit 
usually fixed being so shc гі that British firms have no opportunity 
to tender. Thus these contracts naturally go to the United States 
of America. Having regard to the close relations between Canada 
and the Mother Country, there is good reason to hope that our con- 
temporary’s efforts will be successful—especially as the Parlia- 
mentary Commercial Committee has taken up the matter. 


Fire Prevention.— We understand that a protest has 
been lodged with the Chairman of the British Fire Frevention 
Committee by the May-Oatway Fire Appliances, Ltd., against the 
constitation of the jury set up to judge the electrical calls to brigade 
on Friday last. The objectors allege that the jury selected to deal 
with this class was unsuitable. Instead of fire brigade officers and 
electricians, the judges consisted of two insurance surveyors, one 
borough surveyor, an architect, and Lt.-Colonel Fox, the respected 
head of the Salvage Corps. The objectors claim that the majority of 
the members are inexperienced, and that they are unable to assess 
the precise degree of merit that any one device possesses in relation 
to the other numerous entries in the same class; they ask that а 
jury consisting of brigade officers and a working brigade electri- 
cian, a consulting electrician, with Col. Fox (one of the present 
jary), Mr. W. Muir (chief officer of the Liverpool Salvage Corps), 
and Mr. J. Sheppard (another of the present jury) be appointed as 
judges, to devote sufficient time to the examination of each appli- 
ance, and to subject them all, before a decision is come to, to a 
practical test, in which the conditions shall be equal forall. At 
the present time the class is not sub-divided into automatic and 
non-automatic calls. This, of course, should be done, and the auto- 
matics judged in relation to each other, and street boxes, &с., in a 
class by themselves. 

The absurdity of the proceedings of the L.C.C. in the matter of 
the appointment of a chief officer is fresh in our minds; but, 
judging from the case referred to above, the example of the L.C.C. 
appears to be regarded as a wise precedent. We cannot understand 
why it is not recognised that the official staff of fire brigades should 
be, first and foremost, electricians. The technical staff of the 
Government telegraph service is not recruited from the retired 
classes of the army and navy, nor yet from the ranks of insurance 
officials and sanitary engineers ! 


Belgium.—The Provincial Government authorities at 
Liége lately invited tenders for the conversion of the tramway 
between Liége and Jemappe to electric traction, but not a single 
offer was received. | 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade,—July proved to 
be an unusually quiet month as regards the exports of telegraph wire 
aud apparatus connected therewith from this country. The value 
of the shipments is returned as only £27,340 as contrasted with 
£76,721 in June last, and no less than £897,601 in July, 1902. The 
big drop last month makes the year, so far as it has gone, compare 
unfavourably with the position a year ago, exports during the 
seven months ending with July last having amounted to only 
£1,466,194 as against £1,784,786 in the first seven months of 1902. 


Printing Works.—Messrs. Palmer & Co., of 42, Castle 
Street, Oxford Circus, have recently being favoured with instruc- 
tions to instal at the new works of the Colliery Guardian Co., Ltd., 
Purnival Street, Holborn, over 300 8-c.P. lamps and 24 н.р. in 
various sized motors, which are to drive Wharfedale and other 

inting presses. Beyond this the principal offices are to be fitted 
with electric radiators, forming a complete and modern instal- 
lation of electrical power, lighting and heating. The instal- 
lation has been designed and is being carried out by the contractors’ 
engineer, Mr. J. F. Davie. 


Trade Announcements, — The British Westinghouse 
Electric and Manufacturing Co, Ltd., has found it necessary to 
open a new branch office in the Sheffield district. This office will 
be under the mavagement of Mr. W.S. Doran, at York City and 
County Bank Buildings, Sheffield. All present and prospective 
cliente of the company in the Sheflield neighbourhood are requested 
to communicate direct with this office in future. 

Messrs. Gent & Co., Faraday Works, Leicester, have appointed 
Mr. Harold Ellict, of 30, Bootle Street, Manchester, to represent 
them in Lancashire, Cheshire, North Wales and West Riding of 
Yorkshire. 


Disclaimer.—Referring to the report in our issue of the 
31st ult. of the proceedings under the failure of Noel Francis 
Nalder, of 19, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., вше confusion 
appears to have arisen between the name of the debtor and that of 
Mr. Francis Henry Nalder, one of the managing directors of Messrs. 
Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Ltd. We are requested to make it clear 
that Mr. Francis Henry Nalder has not, por ever hae had, any con- 
nection whatsoever, direct or indirect, with Mr. Noel Francis 
Nalder, nor has he or the firm of Nalder Bros. and Thompson, Ltd., 
ever had any connection with any of the companies in which Mr. 
Noel Francis Nalder was interested. 


Dissolution.—The partnership hitherto held by Mr. 
Sidney A. Hunter in the Accessories Manufacturing Co. bas been 
dissolved as from July 31st. 


Catalogues and Lists.—A very complete list of electric 
bells and accessories has come to hand from Мв. G. Ввлсик, of 
217 and 218, Upper Thames Street, E.C. Besides a largo variety of 
bells of the ordinary patterns, the catalogue deals with electric 
buzzers, relays, tramway bells, watertight bells, mining bells, indi- 
cators, batteries, pushes, wires, staples—everything, in fact, that the 
bell-hanger can require. A special leaflet is allotted to “ high- 
tension current" bells and indicators, for use on circuits at 60 to 
500 volts. 

The UNBREAKABLE PULLEY AND MILLGEARING Co., LTD, send 
us a card illustrating their manufactures. 

We have received from the ErxcorRICAL Co., LTD., of 122—124, 
Charing Oross Road, W.C., particulare and illustrations of their 
newest types of oil-cooled transformers for three-phase currents for 
outputs ranging from 1 to 50 kilovolt-amperes. No artificial cooling 
is necessary with these apparatus, and the final temperature 
does not exceed 70°—90° F. above that of the surrounding air after 
24 hours’ run at full load. The transformers are all enclosed in 
iron tanks, which can be used in exposed positions, and are of the 
three-core type with common yokes. 

Messrs. JOHN SPENCEB, LTD., of Wednesbury, have sent out a 
very useful pocket knife with two blades; the handle is of steel and 
has engraved upon it measures of 3 in. with sub-divisions to the „, th 
of an inch, and also centimetre and millimetre scales. 

Messrs. Person & Co., of 17 and 18, St. Dunstan's Hill, E.C., 
have sent us a bandsomely-executed illustrated description of the 
“Joly” system of construction of staircases, roofs, bridges, switch- 


‘board galleries, &c., of which they are the sole constructors in this 


country. $ 

Messrs. BERGTHEIL & Youna, of 12, Camomile Street, E.C., 
have issued a new price list relating to their “ B. & Y." motors for 
direct current, from т, to 13 f. P., which are made open, ventilated 
enclosed and entirely enclosed, in standard shapes and sizes. The 
list includes starting resistances. Other lists give particulars of 
their ventilating fans, flexible Zodel-Voith couplings, &с. 

Mzssns. THe BERGMANN ELECTRICAL Works, of 11, Farringdon 
Avenue, E.C., have sent us leaflets showing their three-phase 
generators and motors of various types, and their direct-current 
" tandem motors" for economical control. A special pamphlet 
describes the last-named system, which consists essentially in the 
use of a series and a shunt motor mounted in а common housing, and 
connected with a controller which gives seven combinations and 28 
steps in all. At starting the two armatures and the series winding 
are in series, and the shunt winding is excited from the mains; at 
full load the two machines are in parallel across the mains. A 
separate list describes an electric speed indicator for ships' engines, 
which is, of course, applicable for similar purposes on land. 

The August Progress Leaflet” of the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., 
LrD., draws attention to reduced prices for switches, &c., and to 
the company's special lines of traction supplies. Amongst the 
latter the principal feature is the “ Acme patent splicing sleeve ” 
invented by Mr. R. Humphries, chief engineer of the Isle of Thanet 
Tramways and Lighting Co., Ltd. The sleeve is in two parta, 
which are slipped over the broken ends of the trolley wire; the 
latter are then flattened out with a hammer, and the two halves of 
the sleeve are pulled together and joined with a screwed brass 
nipple. The joint can afterwards be permanently soldered up, if 
desired, at any convenient opportunity. 

Messrs. E. Cooper & Co., LTD., of 86, Leadenhall Street, 
E.C., draw our attention to their Cooperite" jointing rings for 
high pressures and superheated steam, acid or alkaline fluids, &c. 

Messrs. W. F. BrANLEY & Co, Lrp., of Great Turnstile, 
Holborn, W.C., have issued a leaflet describing their new railway 
level, which is constructed on a new principle, giving greater 
strength combined with simplicity. 

Тик British THomson-Houston Company, LIMIT HD, of Rugby, 
have sent us their pamphlets Nos. 147 and 148, describing 
respectively their B.T.H. Edison round bulb electric lamps, for 
which a high efficiency is claimed, and a variety of porcelain 
insulators, brass cleats and brass connectors. 

The STIRLING С'о., of 53, Deansgate Arcade, Manchester, send us a 
handsome pamphlet relating to their water-tube boiler, entitled 
“ Economical Steam Raising," No. 12. The pamphlet gives a lucid 
description of the boiler, with its management, and a quantity of 
data relating to tests made to determine the efficiency of the 
boiler. A copy will be sent to anyone applying to the above 
address. 

We have received from the С. W. Hunt Co., of 45, Broadway, New 
York, leaflets illustrating their steel coal tubs and contractors’ tubs, 
which are stocked in various sizes. Other of their manufactures are 
industrial rail ways, coal-handling machinery, hoisting engines, &c. 


Henley's Telegraph Works.—We are informed that 
the Admi1alty have entrusted to Messrs. Henley's Telegraph Works 
an important contract for laying cables and conduits, erecting arc 
lamps, &c., at the new Gibraltar Dockyards. Messrs. Henley are 
starting the erection of their additional works at Gravesend, and we 
understand that, besides the manufacture of cable at the new works, 
Messrs. Henley intend putting down plant for the drawing of high 
conductivity copper wire. The business community at Gravesend 
will greatly benefit by the increase of trade which will be brought 
about by the intlux of Messrs. Henley's workpeople. 


Annual Outing.—The first annual outing of the Dart- 
mouth staff of the Urban Electric Supply Co., Ltd., took place on 
August lst. The party proceeded by train to Paignton and drove to 
Haytor Rocks vid Totnes and Ashburton. Dinner was served at the 
Rock Hotel, Haytor. Leaving Haytor, and proceeding over the 
moors, the next stop was made at Beeky Falls, and Bovey Tracey 
was reacbed at 5:30; leaving at 7:30, the 9°10 train for Dartmouth 
was met ef Torre, ending a most successful and enjoyable day. 
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Fire at Glovers’ Works.—A small fire occurred last 
Saturday in an outlying store and auxiliary serving sbed belonging 
to Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. The damage, fortunately, was 
not of sufficient consequence to affect the output, and is covered by 
insurance. 


Bankruptcy Case.—Last week the public examination 


of Hermann George Gwinner, of Union Court, Old Broad Street, 


E.C., was held before Mr. Registrar Hope. The statement of 
affairs showed gross liabilities £4,106 4s. 91., of which £3,930 48. 91. 
was ex to rank. There were no assets. The debtor stated 
tbat he had been engaged in forming syndicates to promote Bills in 
Parliament, none of which were passed. In February, 1901, he 
became manager and socre of the London and Provincial 
Electric Construction Oo., Ltd., which was formed to promote a 
Bill for the conetraction of the Charing Cross and Hammersmith 
Electric Railway ; he was also concerned with the Electric Railways 
Co., Ltd., formed for the construction of a railway from Paddington 
to Victoria and the Oval, and an electric railway from the City 
to bs Ыры Palace. Evidence was taken, and the examination 
concluded. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington.—At the monthly meeting of the local 
co-operative society, the proposal to renew the society's electric 
generating plant excited some discussion. It appeared that energy 
for power purposes was obtained from the Corporation generating 
plant, but owing to failure to obtain preferential treatment in the 
matter of lighting, it undertook this itself. 


Barking.—The U.D.C. is responsible for the following 
curious resolution:—'' That the ——- Engineering Co. be charged 
14d. per unit for every unit consumed up to 200 in one month and 
43d. for every unit consumed in excess of 200." 


Belfast.—At the last meeting of the Corporation it 
was decided to extend the electric lighting mains to the suburbs 
of Knock and Sydenham. The extension will cost about £8,300. 

The electrical engineer reported a very satisfactory increase in 
. the output for the half-year ending Juae 39th, 1903, as compared 
with the corresponding period of 1902, the total units sold being 
934,493 against 679,474, or an increase of 37 per cent., the increase 
in revenue being 29 per cent. The average price paid per unit was 
3°066d. as compared with 3:263d. in 1902, or a reduction of about 
0'2 of a penny per unit. The increased output is accounted for by 
an increase in supply for lighting purposes of 24 per cent., and for 
power purposes of 66 per cent. A resolution was moved :—'' That 
the Committee strongly recommends the Law Committee to oon- 
sider the desirability of promoting an Electric Power Bil! for the 
district of the city of Belfast in the next session of Parliament, 
such Bill to contain the clauses now usual in Electric Power Bills as 
to conditions and prices for supply of electricity, raising of 
money, &c." 


Belgium.—4A company has just been formed at Fleurus, 
with a capital of £4,000, to be known as La Société des Ateliers de 
Construction, Chauffage et Force Motrice par l'Acetylene. 


Bootle.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held on the 6th inst. 
into the application of the Council to borrow £40,000 for electric 
lighting purposes. There was no opposition. 

The T.C has sanctioned the expenditure of £13,000 odd, for 
additionsl plant required at the electricity station, Pine Grove, and 
for work in connection with it. 


Brighton.—The Committee, at their meeting on July 
27th, oonsidered a letter from the British Westinghouse 
Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., stating that they had made 
& mistske in quoting the sum of £580 for electrically-driven 
condensers, instead of steam-driven, in tbe works at Bouthwick, 
and that the price should be £1,400, as quoted in their letter of 
June 6th, 1903, forwarding their tender for the generating plant. 
The consulting engineer having reported thereon, the Committee 
were satisfied that the smaller sum was quoted in error, and 
accordingly recommended the Councilto agree to pay £1,400 as 
the addition for electrically-driven condensers. 


Carnarvon.— The plans of the new electriclight works have 
been submitted and adopted, subject to their being approved by Sir 
W. H. Preece, the consulting engineer. 


Clacton.— The Council has received an offer from a local 
electrical.firm, to supply electricity to the business premises 
in the centre of the town on condition that the Council takes over 
the installation after an agreed period of years at cost price. 


Clydebank.—A plebiscite of the ratepayers is to be 
taken to ascertain whether they are in favour or not of the T.C. 
going on with a burgh electric lighting scheme. This decision is 
the result of letters of protest which the T.C. received from the 
largest employers of labour in the district, against the scheme being 
proceeded with. 


Dewsbury.—The accounts for the year ending March 
st last just issued, show that the electricity revenue amounted to 
434 3s. 1054. This sum included £5/173 Os. 24d. for the sale of 
encrgy : and £168 14e. 10d. for meter rents, &c. On the expendi- 


ture side £1,602 9s. 2d. is put down for the generation of electricity ; 
£84 13s. ld. for distribution ; £256 дв. 114. for rates and taxes; 
and £797 148. 6d. for management expenses. The net revenue 
account shows an income of £2 661 16s. 114., and an expenditure 
of £2,753 19s. 10d., there being thus a deficit of £92 2s. 103d., as 
compared with а deficit last year of £378 5s. 8d. In the balance- 
sheet the assets are put down at £46,319 Os. 54d., and the liabilities 
at £38,971 88. 4d., showing a surplus of £7,347 12s. 14d. 


Exmouth.—The question of combining a destructor with 
the electricity works of Messrs. Crompton & Co. has been con- 
sidered. Itis suggested that the following offer be made to Mesars. 
Crompton :—“ That the Council (subject to the approval of the 
Local Government Board) supply steam from their destructor to 
Messrs. Crompton's electricity works at 1d. per Board of Trade unit, 
as measured by the meter controlling the generating set worked 
solely by the destructor steam, subject to the following conditions: 
The destructor to work along with the night load of the electricity 
works; Messrs. Crompton to provide and work the generating set 
required; the Council pay Messrs. Crompton £10 per annum (sub- 
ject to conditions to be agreed upon) for the use of the electricity 
works chimney shaft ; and the Council maintain the destructor, and 
provide all labour and everything requisite for generating the 
steam, clearing away clinkers, &^. 


Friern Barnet.—The U.D.C. bas instracted the clerk 
to > apply to the L.G.B. for an extension of the electric lighting prov. 
order. 


Glasgow.—The report of the Electricity Department 
Shows that on the year's working the department is in arrears to 
the extent of £18 200, after making allowance for depreciation’ 
sinking fund, &c. The following are the details: — Revenue from 
electricity, £127,000, as compared with £103,000 last year—an in- 
crease during the 12 months of £24,000. Generating and distribu- 
tion cost £57,500, and provision was made for financial charges 
to the extent of £45,000, leaving a balance of £24,500. For 
depreciation applicable to tne year the committee has, however, 
written off £37,500, thereby bringing out & net debit balance of 
£13,300. No alteration will be made in the charges to consumers. 


Gloucester,—The E.L. Committee has recommended 
that a sub-station and plant be erected at the Cross, at a cost of £350, 
for pressure regulating purposes in the Lower Barton district. It 
was also decided to recommend that the tramway routes be elec- 
trically lighted, and tbe cables laid at the same time as the traction 
feeders. 


Gosport.—Flans and estimates are being prepared for 
installing the electric light, in the Clarence Viotualling Yard, 
Priddy's Hard and Forton Barracks. 


Gowerton.—The proposed electric lighting scheme has 
been abandoned through, it is stated, lack of support from the 
railway companies and public building authorities. 


Guildford.—The Guildford Electricity Supply Co., Ltd., 
has been requested to extend its mains by the main Epsom road to 
the village of Merrow. It, however, could not comply with the 
request on account of the expense, except by overhead wires. The 
B. of T. had no objection to this if the consent of the local authority 
were obtained. The company accordingly asked permission to erect 
such wires. It was decided to refer the matter to the County 
Council, with an expression of the Rural Council's opinion that it 
was not desirable that electricity should be conveyed by means of 
overbead wires. 


Holyhead.—At а special meeting of the U. D. C. it was 
decided to enter into a contract with Messrs. Meldrum for the 
supply of a destructor plant, and with the National Wiring Co. for 
electrical plant, in connection with the E.L. scheme. 


Hull.—On the minutes of the E.L. Committee, Alder- 
man Holder drew attention to the statement that the eng'neer 
estimated the value of the ordinary electricity plant at £220,000. 
The same statement also showed that the actual cost had been 
£252,546, which latter item he contended should have included 
£1,785, wbich was transferred from revenue in 1896, but which was 
now deducted from it. 


Huntingdon.—The Hiram Maxim Electrical Co. having 
intimated their intention of applying for an electric light prov. 
order for the town, it was resolved to inform them that the 


Council intended to apply for a prov. order for the borough. 


IIlkley.—The Gas Committee has decided to approve the 
application of the Empire Electric Light and Power Co. for a prov. 
order. | 


London.—IsuiNGTON.— At the last B.C. meeting a long 
discussion took place upon a report from the borough treasurer dealing 
with the accounts of the electric lighting undertaking for the year 
ending March 31st, 1903. It appeared that a heavy loss was caused 
to the undertaking by reason of the energy for public arc lighting 
being supplied, at less than cost price; thereby precluding the pro- 
vision of a reserve fund for depreciation. The exact cost of 
production per unit of electricity during the past year was 4'44d., 
while the charge made to the Council is only 34d. per unit. The 
Lighting Committee recommended that the charge be increased to 
the exact cost of production and maiutenance. It was alleged that 
the borough treasurer had made a mistake as to some of the figures, 
and in the result the whole matter wae referred back for full 
inquiry. A Special Committee, appointed some time ago to inquire 
as to overtime, wages, &c., at the elgctric lighting station, recom- 
mended that a chief assistant dnd distribiting engineer be appointed 
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who shall be directly responsible to the electrical engineer 
for all distribution work and have the control of the outdoor 
staff, and that the salary commen^e at £250 a year, rising 
by annual increments of £25 to £300. Also that an assistant 
engineer and works manager be appointed, who shall be directly 
responsible to the electricai engineer fur all worke connected 
with the construction, running, and repairs at the station, 
and have the control of the indoor staff, and that the salary 
commenoe st £200 & year, rising by annual increments of £25 to 
£250. These recommendations were agreed to, as well as others 
abolishing “dirty money," laying down that no overtime be 
allowed to men on the weekly wages list until they had completed 
their full ordinary time; further, that no overtime be allowed to 
the clerical.staff or electricians, but that, in case of emergency 
allowances be given for meals. 

HAMPSTEAD. — Тһе Lighting Committee has recommended, that, 
with a view to improving the draught of the chimney at the electric 
lighting station, steam jets be fitted to two of the boilers as an 
experiment, at a cost of £30. 

WooLwiICH.—As a result of an audit of the accounts of the 
Woolwich Electric Lighting Co., the Borough Council has benefited 
by & reduction of £664 17s. 7d. in the purchase price of the under- 
taking. 

Londonderry.— At a special meeting of the Corporation 
on 31st ult., a motion was passed in favour of issuing mortgages on 
the rates for the carrying out of the private electrio lighting and 
power scheme, at a cost of £15,000. The L.G.B had sanctioned a 
loan originally, but the Board of Works vetoed it as & commercial 
enterprise and recommended the issue of stock. Practically no one 
took up the stock, hence the present arrangement of mortgaging 
5 155 The Corporation has an unexhausted borrowing power of 


Ludlow.—The T.C. has decided to make application to 
the Local Government Board for powers to borrow 4£8,250 for 
carrying out a scheme of electric lighting, and for the purpose of a 
refuse destructor. The scheme has been prepared by Mr. John 
Parker, Hereford, and the Corporation bas already consulted an 
expert upon the details, his opinion being entirely favourable. 


Milford-on-Sea.—4 company has been formed by some 
of the residents to give a supply of electricity for lighting and 
power purposes at this pleasant seaside resort. Milford is situate 
on the Hampshire coast not far from Lymington, and a lovely view 
of the Isle of Wight is obtainable from the cliffs. In connection 
with the plant to be installed, the motive power will be obtained 
from gas engines of Messrs. Crossley's make, and ss there is no 
public supply of gas, producer gas will be used, this plant also being 
of Messrs. Crossley's design. The contractors are Messrs. Christy 
Ie & Middleton, and the consulting engineer is Mr. L. Alwyn, of 

ndon. 


Nuneaton.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned a loan of £1,200 
for electric lighting purposes. 


Oldham.—To inaugurate the opening of the new elec- 
tricitv etation, the Electricity Committee partook of what was 
described in the minutes as “a light dinner," the items including 
37 bottles of champagne, 30 bottles of wine and whisky, and 475 
cigars, the total cost being £57 9s. 9d. When the matter came up 
for confirmation & member of the council asked what wouid have 
been the cost of “a heavy dinner,” while another pointed out that 
it had cost more to wash the dinner down than to pay for it; but 
the minutes were passed. It will be recalled that the Council 
recently countermanded numerous invitations which it had issued to 
an inaugural luncheon, on the score of expense. 


Rangoon.—Twelve tenders have been received for 
electric lighting and traction in Rangoon—eight from Messrs. 
George Gilliespie & Co., representing Messrs. Kilburn & Co. and 
Messrs. Crompton & Co., two from Messrs. J. W. Darwood & Co., 
one from tke Brush Corporation, and one from the Rangoon Electric 
Syndicate. 

Reading.—On Thursday of last week the Town Council 
considered the fact that the contract for public lighting with the 


gascompany expires in October. It was resolved to ask both the 
gas company and the electric lighting company to submit schemes. 


Searborough.—The T.C. has decided to write to the Scar- 
borough Electric Lighting Co. and ask them to quote & price for the 
supply of the energy for lighting the drive by electricity, the Cor- 
poration to provide the standards and other necessary fittings. At 
the present moment the Corporation is not committed to any par- 
ticular way of lighting the drive. 


Sheftield.— A proposal has been made as to the utilisa- 
tion of the spare steam at the Penistone Road destructor, for the 
purpose of generating electricity for lighting streets in the neigh- 
bourhood of the destructor. The estimated cost of the installation 
of the necessary plant, lights, &c., ‘or lighting 100 lamps would be 
£3,000, not including the annual cost of maintenance. 


Sleaford.—The U.D.C. has agreed to the recommenda- | 


tion that a new engine and dynamo should be obtained at a cost of 
£734, and a new boiler at а сові of £625. With the public lamps, 
there are now 3,002 lamos connected, and applications have been 
received for connecting 226 more. At periods of heavy load when 
the shops were lighted in addition to the streets, the plant was fully 
st work, and tbere was no reserve in case of a breakdown. 


Sowerby Bridge.—The Council has decided to circu- 


larise the district with s view to estimating the probable demand 
for electricity. 


Spain.— Application has been made for a concession, to 
put down a plant, to utilise the water-power of the River Guadelope 
at Pitarque, in the generation of electrical energy for power 
purposes. 


Stockton.—The Committee has reported that a letter 
has been received from the L.G.B., expressing the opinion that the 
Council had no power to borrow money to purchase electric motors, 
to let out on hire. / 


Stourport.—The U.D.C. has decided to obtain expert 
advice, as to the advisability of obtaining a prov. order and 
ultimately supplying electricity in the district, or as an alternative, 
of obtaining a supply in bulk from the Shropshire and Worcester- 
shire Electric Power Co. 


Wallsend.—A proposal to erect a municipal refuse- 
destructor and E.L. works, was lost by nine votes to eight— in 
favour of disposing of the rubbish at sea. 


Watford.—The Watford Tradesmen’s Association has 
passed a resolution —“ That it is desirable that the Watford U.D.O. 
do not proceed with any farther application to the L.G.B. for 
electric lighting purposes, until an exhaustive inquiry has been-made 
into the whole system, which at present is such a heavy burden on 
the rates.” 


Wednesbury. — The Local Government Board has 
sanctioned a loan to the Corporation of £11,000 for electric light 
purposes. The losn is to be spread over of a period of 25 years. 


Whitby.—At the monthly meeting of the Council it was 
decided to borrow a further sum of £2,500 for extending the electric 
lighting undertaking. 


Wolverhampton.—The Town Council has decided that, 
as and from October lst next. the price of energy for lighting 
purposes be fixed at 5d. per unit, on a maximum demand for an 
average of 14 hours per day, and 24d. per unit for all energy con- 
sumed in excess. This is equivalent to a reduction of 15 per cent. 


ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


Belfast.—The secretary of the Belfast Tramways Co. 
has informed the town clerk that his directors cannot accept thc 
proposed agreement for the compulsory purchase of the system, and 
must oppose any Bill promoted by the Corporation for such pur- 
pose. The Corporation has informed the company that it will 
proceed in tbe next session of Parliament with the Bill, of which it 
will give notice. 


Brighton.—On Thursday last week the T.C. decided to 
apply for a prov. order to construct a double line of tramway from 
London Road along Preston Road to the borough boundary, a dis- 
tance of about one mile. Considerable opposition has at times 
been raised to this proposal, as Preston Road remains the only route 
out of Brighton which has no tramway laid along it. The whole of 
the London traffic traverses this road, but as the Preston district 
which it will serve has no system of communication with Brighton 
the proposed line is a necessity. 


Burton-on-Trent.—The tram ways are now in full opera- 
tion, having commenced running on Bank Holiday. The Mayor (Coun- 
cillor Roberts) and members of the Corporation together with some of 
the principal townspeople met at the Town Hall, and Success to the 
Undertaking" was given on the proposition of the Mayor, who 
reviewed the history of the undertaking. He said they had up to 
the present, spent about £80,000. They had 53 miles of track, about 
half of which was double, and 20 cars costing £550 each, 17 of which 
would provide a full service. Thousands of people lined the 
streets and indulged in some cheering when the Mayoress set the 
first car in motion. The cars were all gaily bedecked with bunting, 
and were packed to their utmost capacity each journey. A ride on 
the cars was the chief holiday feature, and many hundreds of people 
failed to secure seate. By 11.30 it was estimated that 20,000 pas- 
sengers had been carried. On Tuesday, and again on Wednesday, 
there was а great rush for the cars, people waiting for hours in 
the hope of getting a ride. A plebiscite of the borough is being 
taken on the question of running the cars on Sundays. 


Dresden.—We are informed that special authorisation 
has been issued tothe Deutsche Strassenbahn-Gesellachaft, of 
Dresden, to equip a short section of their existing tramway lines on 
the Kingsland surfáce contact system, preliminary, if the results 
are satisfactory, to ite extension over the Dresden tramway system 
generally. This will be a matter of considerable interest to 
English Corporations and others who at present have this system 
under consideration. 


Erith.—We understand that a misapprehension has 
arisen regarding the progress of the U.D C.'s tramways Bill through 
Parliament, to which we referred ia our issue of July 10th. 
Altnough the full amount of capital asked for has not been accorded, 
the sum of £165,000 has been granted, so far as the matter has gone, 
and tbe Bill has not been thrown out. 


Holy well.—The U.D.C. will support a Bill promoting 
the makiag of an electrio tramway from Sandycroft to Buckley 
end Hawarden. 
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Kilmarnock.—Negotiations have been entered into with 
the burghs of Kilmarnock, Troon, Irvine, Kilwinning, Saltcoata, and 
Ardrossan, for the purpose of making a joint application for a prov. 
order to provide an electric tramway system for the district. The 
proposal is meeting with considerable favour. 


Leeds.—We mentioned recently that Mr. Hamilton, 
manager of the electric tramways, bad declined the offer of the 
Birmingham Corporation to take charge of its tramways. In order 
to retain Mr. Hamilton's services, the Leeds Tramways Committee 
offered to raise his salary from £900 to £1,200 per annum, with 
further increases in three years to £1,500; the Council, however, 
last week refused to grant the increase, and Mr. R. A. Smithson, 
chairman of the Committee, has tendered his resignation. Both he 
and, still more, Mr. Hamilton, have good ground for indignation at 
the course adopted by the Council, whereby Mr. Hamilton is 
deprived of both chances of advancement. 


London United Tramways. — The recent  pro- 
ceedings at the West London Police Court, where the London 
United Tramway Co. took action against two of its employós, have 
drawn public attention to the feeling of discontent which prevails 
among the men generally. The men had been discharged because 
they attended a midnight meeting held some three weeks ago to 
form & branch of the Tramway Workers' Association. The effort 
to form an association seems to have failed, owing to the drastic 
rule which prohibits attendance at a meeting under pain of dis- 
missal This is regarded by the men as an unwarranted interference 
with the liberty of the subject, and the right to dispose of their 
own time as they please. 

Last week Sir Herbert Jekyll, assistant secretary of the 
B. of T., conducted an inquiry into the scheme of the 
London United Tramways Co. for an extension of their 
system to various of Middlesex, including  Sunbury, 
Southall, Hanworth, aud other districts. The scheme had been 
sanctioned by the Light Railway Commissioners, and came before 
the B. of T. for confirmation. An amendment was advanced by the 
Middlesex County Council, based on a recommend ation by Colonel 
Yorke, to vary the provisions of the Order so as to require that the 
minimum width of the roadways along which the trams pass shall be 
32 ft. instead of 24 ft. This gave rise to an important discussion. 
It was stated that if a minimum width of 32 ft. were insisted on, 
the company would have very seriously to consider whether they 
could proceed with the Order. Mr. Moreton Smith, on behalf of 
several District Councils, also urged that in respect of these roads 
the Middlesex County Council had no Locus standi, and proteated 


against the attempt to override the agreements of the District 
Councils. 


London.—4A complete breakdown of the L. C. C. electric 
tramways, on Tuesday last, caused great inconvenience to the public, 
especially as the rain was falling in torrents. The omnibuses, which 
have become scarce since the new system was inaugurated, were 
naturally unable to cope with the crowds. Unfortunately, a dislo- 
cation of the electric service interrupts the old horse-car service, as 
well as the cable service over Brixton Hill, wherever the different 
systems are interlaced. The beauties of the conduit system are 
more apparent to the County Councillors as they drive home- 
wards than to their miserable electors trudging home through the 
floods. 


Manchester.—The refusal of the Corporation to carry 
passengers on the electric cars up the steep gradient from Chester- 
gate into St. Peter's Square, has evoked bitter complaints from the 
Stockport public; in order to get over the difficulty an order has 
been placed to equip a large number of cars with the Westinghouse 
magnetic brake, which will be put in service on the Stockport 
route, and it is hoped that the cars во equipped will be able to 

safely negotiate the heavy gradient. 


Mersey Railway. — The Mersey Railway Co. have 
found, as a result of the electrification of their line, that it is 
possible, without interfering with the efficiency of the service, to 
effect various economies in the supervision expenses. Hitherto 
each station has, according to the Liverpool Mercury, been under 
the charge of an inspector, ata wage of 32s. to 35s. a week, whose 
duty it was, among other things, to despatch the trains with regu- 
larity ; but as this work is now done by the crews of the electric 
trains, it is considered that all the necessary platform control can 
be given by a station foreman at a wage of 278. a week of seven days, 
and this change is about t> be made general on the line. Another 
economy is to be the gradual introduction of youths as junior con- 
ductors, to attend to those intermediate cars where the opening 
and closing of gates and signalling to the guard is all that is 
required. These junior conductors are to be paid 10s. a week of six 
days, instead of the 18s. now paid to baggage and all other con- 
ductors. No change has been made in the remuneration of the 


experienced officiala filling the positions of drivers, guards and 
signalmen. 


Paris Underground Electric Railway.—aA terrible 
disaster took place on Monday night on this railway, no fewer 
than 84 passengers being killed. It seems that a motor hauling a 
train broke down, and the train was pushed by a second train— 
both having been emptied of passengers —towards the terminus. 
On the way both trains caught fire, and eventually the blazing trains 
came toa standstill, and were abandoned by the officials. Meanwhile, 
& third train was stopped, 300 yards in rear of the first two, at the 
entrance to a station (Gare des Couronnes); the passengers alighted 
on the track, and, seized with panic, fed for their lives, but in the 
dense smoke most of thení lost their way, and were unable to find 
the exit, It was at first supposed that but few lives were lost, and 


it was not until the following morning that the full extent of the 


hideous calamity was discovered, as the tunnel was unapproachable 
owing to the heat and smoke. 

The first break-down occurred in the open, and had not the driver 
unwisely decided to enter the tunnel, in the hope of reaching 
the terminus, the danger would bave been trifling. Obviously the 
loaded train ought not to have been allowed to approach the burn- 
ing trains—how such a thing could be permitted is quite incom- 
prehensible. 

The bearing of the disaster upon the working of the London 
electric railways deserves serious consideration. The Liverpool 
accident should have sufficed to give warning of the danger, and 
the Paris Metropolitan Co. ought to have gnarded against it; tbe 
utmost precautions must be observed by our own officials, and 
the use of combustible materials of construction rigorously avoided. 
We believe, however, that the construction of the tube railways with 
separate tunnels is an important factor in ensuring the safety of 
passengers. 


Portsmouth.—Mr. E. Rotter, electrical engineer for the 
Portsmouth Corporation Tramways, has submitted to the Committee 
the following statement showing the working out of the completed 
contracts, Nos. 1 to 6:—Electric cars, £49,270 17в.; station plant, 
£31,936 10s. 6d.; power buildings, £12,437 7s. 1d.; permanent way 
and feeders, £218,554 63.; overhead lines, £27,500; car-sheds, 
£17,847 10s. 8d. The grand total amounts to £378,425, of which 
£12,643 11s, 10d. is still outetanding. 


Seuthport.—On August Bank Holiday the Southport 
Corporation tramway system scored a record by taking £159 8s. 4d. 


during the day on the cars, while the Southport Tramways Co. 
carried 24,000 passengers. 


Wallasey.—At the monthly meeting of the U.D.C., Dr. 
Napier said that the Tramways Committee had decided to proceed 
with the extension of the system to serve certain new districts. 
The proposed extensions would cost £52,100, but the cost of the 
various road-widenings would be about £101,000.  Car-shed 
extensions would be needed which would cost £4,000, and 20 new 
cars would cost £12,000, making a gross total of £169,100. The 
scheme had been the subject of a report by Mr. W. H. Travers, the 
surveyor, and the Committee had adopted it. The minutes con- 
taining the Committee's decision were confirmed. 


Walsall.—It appears that, according to the present 
arrangement of the tram lines, now nearing completion, when the 
British Electric Traction and the Walsall systems meet at a 
certain point there will be a serious block. This is a 
matter for arrangement between the Corporation and the British 
Electric Traction Co., and it is stated that by a mutual agreement 
the difficulty can be got over by the construction of a loop line, 
which would be the means of giving complete intercommunication 


between every part of the town and district, and the towns of Wed- 
nesbury and Darlaston. 


Wednesbury.—As a result of the negotiations which 
have been going on for some considerable time between the Corpo- 
ration and the Tramways Co., terms have now been arranged for the 
electrification of that portion of the South Staffordshire line 
between Wednesbury Bridge and the White Horse Hotel. It is 
hoped that the work will be completed before the New Year. 


Wolverhampton.—The Tramways Committee is experi- 
menting with a petrol motor omnibus for public traftic. As in the 
former experiments of the Committee, the omnibus is the property 
of the makers, and has been lent for the occasion. When will this 


Committee of flighty experimentalists learn common-sense, and 
abandon its trifling ? 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Glasgew.—At a recent meeting of the sub-committee on 
finance of the Corporation Committee on telephone service, 
the financial statement for the year ending May 31st, was 
submitted. It stated that the total revenue was £55,728, and the 
working expenses £15,967, making the net revenue £39,761, out of 
which the following requirements had to be met :—Interest £6,642, 
sinking fund £5,806, Post Office royalty £3,405, and terminal fees 
£1,497, a total of £17,352, leaving a balance of £22,408. Adding 
the surplus of £398 from the preceding ycar the balance is £22,807, 
whicb is dealt with as follows:—Proportion of rental applicable to 
year 1903-4 carried to suspense account, £20,714, leaving a surplus 
of £2,092 which the eub-committee recommend should be carried 
to a reserve fund. The expenditure un capital account for the 
year was £78,556. 


The Pacitic Cable.—In the House of Commons recently 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in reply to a question by Sir M. 
Hicks Leach, stated that the accounts showed a total net expenditure, 
charged to the Exchequer grant, up to March 3186 last, of 
£91,437 4s. 11d. This charge covered interest and also the working 
expenses of the cable so far as they exceeded the traffic receipts. 
It included nothing for sinking fund, as the first instalment. of the 
annuity for repayment of the money borrowed for construction 
does not become payable till December next. The share due from 
the contributing colonies in respect of the expenditure to March 
31st last is £65,374 5s. 4d., and payment will be claimed from the 
colonies as soon as the Board's accounts are received, 

| (Continued on page 267.) 


Vol. 53. No. 1,342, Auausr 14, 1903.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


268 


WIMBLEDON ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


THE popularity of Wimbledon as one of the residential 
suburbs of London may be judged by the fact that, between 
1893 and 1903, its population has increased from 28,000 to 
46,000 inhabitants. Practically the whole of the town is of 
a residential character, there being no important industries, 
and а large proportion of the inhabitants travel to London 
daily. 

The town is unique in respect of its very remarkable 
development of street lighting by electricity, as will be 
shown later on. 

The question of providing an electricity supply for 
Wimbledon was first raised in 1894, and in 1897 the Council 
obtained a provisional order; Mr. A. H. Preece was 
appointed consulting engineer, and reported on a scheme. 
Mr. Preece's designs provided for a combined refuse 
destructor and electricity works; they were approved 
by the Council, and tenders were invited for carrying out 
the work. The original scheme provided for 8,000 8. C. v. 
lamps, bat this number was far exceeded during the first 
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and measures 44 ft. by 82ft.; next to it are the sewage 
pumping works of the Council, which will no doubt be 
driven by electricity in the near future. 

Important extensions are now in progress, to the designs 
of the electrical engineer, Mr. H. Tomlinson-Lee, which, 


ELECTRICITY AND DESTRUCTOR WORKS, AND SIDING. 


when completed, will practically double the capacity of the 
station. 

The boiler-house at present contains five Babcock and Wil- 
cox boilers, rated at about 1,700 H.P. А new 500-H.P. boiler 


INTERIOR OF ENGINE Room. 


year's working, no fewer than 16,000 lamps being connected 
during that period. The high-pressure alternating system was 
adopted, and a site was chosen for the station close to 
Wimbledon Park railway station, about 1} miles from the 
centre of the area of supply. 

The buildings are constructed of brick. The engine room 
measures 68 ft. x 82 ft., and has a dado of Crystopal " 
tiles built round the walls. The boiler house measures 
116 ft. x 52 ft. The general offices for the engineer and 
staff, and the stores, adjoin the engine room. All the rooms 
are well lighted and ventilated. | 

The refuse destructor house adjoins the main building, 


ig in course of erection in this boiler-house. Each boiler 
is connected by two 4-in. branches with the main range, 
7 in. in diameter, which runs the whole length of the boiler- 
house, and is fitted with valves constructed by Messrs. 
Fletcher Bros., of Ashton-under-Lyne. Each boiler is pro- 
vided with mountings of Messrs. Hopkinson’s make, and a 
B. & W. superheater ; the latter are continually in use, the 
steam being superheated to between 450? and 500° Fahr. 
The firing is done by hand, best Welsh coal being used. 

The water for the boilers is derived at present from ће town 
mains, and is of a rather hard quality, only a small quantity 


of condensed water being used. The water is fed to the 
F 
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boilers by means of two Worthington duplex pumps, rated 
at 2,500 galloas per hour each. A Weir direct-acting steam- 
driven feed pump is about to be installed, capable of deliver- 


ІВлвсоск & WI cox BOILEBS 


ing 5,000 gallons of water per hour. 
Duplicate suction and delivery pipes for 
the pumps, and duplicate steam ranges, 
are provided. ‘There is а storage tank of 
about 4,000 gallons capacity, and the 
provision of an additional tank of 30,000 
к capacity is contemplated; а 

reen economiser of 128 tnbes is also 
about to be erected. 

At present coal is brought to the 
station by road, but а siding is being 
built from the main line of the L. and 
S. W. Railway, by means of which the 
coal trucks will be brought up an incline 
to a combined turn-table and weigh- 
bridge, from which they will be run on an 
elevated track right over the boiler house, 
delivering the contents on the boiler house 
floor in front of the boilers. 

The chimney shaft at present in use 
is situated in the boiler house. It is 
octagonal in shape, on a square base, 
and is 96 ft. in height, with an internal 
cross-section of 20 sq. ft. 

The destructor plaut consists of four 
Beaman & Dess cells connected with 
two B & W. boilers, similar to those in 
the coal-fired boiler house; these 
boilers are entirely separate, and form 
two combinations with the destructor 
cells. There is an incline from the 
roadway on to the tipping platform 
alongside the destructor house. The 
refuse is tipped here, and then hand-fed 
into hoppers above the furnaces, from 
which it is admitted to the latter. 
About 30 tons of house refuse and 15 
tons of sludge from the adjoining sewage 
works are destroyed daily, and this is 
considered to be a very satisfactory result. 

From the main steam range in the boiler bouse two main 
steam pipes are taken into the destructor house, where they 
form a ring, to which each of the destructor boilers is con- 


nected. From this ring two branches are taken through 
the dividing wall to each engine. This arrangement enables 
the engines to be supplied from either side of the steam ring. 
The whole of the boilers, steam and exhaust pipes are covered 
with Mesars. A. Haacke’s patent fibrous packing ; the main 
steam branches to the engines, and the exhaust pipes, are 
further covered with blue steel sheet, which gives them a 
very neat appearance. a 

A main cast-iron exhaust pipe runs the whole length of the 
engine room {о а condensing pit situated iu the boiler house, 
The condensing plant is provided with a vertical exhaust 
pipe to atmosphere, 24 in. in diameter, at the base of which 
an atmospheric automatic exhaust valve of Messrs. Fletcher 
Bros’. make is fitted. The whole of the condensing plant 
was supplied by Messrs. Alley & MacLellan, of Glasgow, and 
is of the surface condensing type. The condeneer has 1,927 
tubes, with a cooling surface of 3,400 sq. ft. The air pumps 
are of the * Edwards " type, and, like the circulating pump, 
are steam driven. The plant is capable of dealing with 
35,000 lbs. of steam per hour; the condensing water is 
obtained from the River Wandle, which is about 300 yd. 
from the works, and is returned to the river after passing 
through the condenser, — 

Before the exhaust steam passes into the condenser, it 
goes through a Holden &  Brcoke oil separator, which 
extracta the oil which passes with the steam from the engine 
cylinders. In connection with this oil separator there is 
installed one of Messrs. Holden & Brooke's vacuum traps, 
which effectually deals with the trouble generally met with 
where feed water is derived from condensed steam, namely, 
the presence of oil. The chief engineer speaks very highly 
of this trap; he states that it has never failed in ita duty 
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since it was installed, and that it fully comes up to what the ` 


makers claim for it, as practically no trace of oil has he 

been able to find in di 

condenser. 
The generating plant consists of five sets of Crompton 


ALLEY & MaocLzLLAN CONDENSING PLANT. 


v 


alternators, each driven by a Willans engine, three being of 


120 Kw. capacity each, and two of 350 Kw. capacity each. 
The alternators are of the Crompton-Brunton type, vit 


е feed water derived from the .. 
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disc armatures. The smaller machines are driven at 350 
r. p. m., and the larger ones at 833 r.p.m. All the machines 
work at 2,250 volts at full load, at a frequency of 50 cycles 


ay? 
` 
ö 


29 < H | 
a T | 
4 fet TT | | | 
т {| l E 
Ы К 
„- -— —- о 2 
oe AI. - 
* ` 


EXTERIOR OP WORKS, AND STAFF QUARTERS. 


per second. Each alternator is provided with its own 
exciter, carried on an outboard bearing, those of the smaller 
sets being of the two-pole and those of the larger sets being 
of the multipolar type. 

All the engines are of the well-known Willans three-crank 
compound type, and are ooupled direct to the alternators by 
flanged fly-wheel couplings. 

The high-pressure switch gear originally installed, and 
visible in our general view of the engine room, was made by 
Messrs. Cowans, Ltd. Owing, however, to the rapid growth 
of the undertaking, this was found to be unable to effectually 
and safely deal with tbe heavy currents that had to be trans- 
mitted, und it was decided to instal a new switchboard. The 
order in this instance went to Messrs, Ferranti, Ltd., of 
Hollinwood. The new board is mounted on a gallery at one 
end of the engine room, ; 
at a height of 12 ft. 
from the floor level, and 
is so arranged that it 
can be extended to meet 
all the future require- 
ments of the station. 
It at present consista of 
15 standard 300-ampere 
panels, of which six are 
provided for the gene- 
rators, two for the 
switch- 
gear, and seven for the 
outgoing feeders. Over 
the top of the board there 
are fixed three high- 
pressure bus-bars, and 
these are arranged in 
such a manner that any 
machine or feeder can 
be connected or dis- 
connected by means of 
expansion plugs. The 
machines can thus be 
run either separately, or 
in parallel, as desired. 
All the, high - pressure 
mains are of the con- 
centric type, and are 
run with the outer 
earthed. ^ Each feeder 
and generator is pro- 
vided with a separate 
ammeter ай with 
duplicate fuse contacts. 
Special attention has been given to the exciter awitchgear, 
which is mounted in the usual way in front of the generator 
panels. The switches and contacts are of heavy design, to 
prevent any possible derangement of the exciting current. 
The alternating current instrumenta are of the “ Ferranti " 
type, and the continuous current instruments are of Messrs. 


Nalder Bros. & Thompson’s make. All the ourrent passing 
to the feeders goes through one main watt-hour meter of the 
Westinghouse type, seen on the left hand of the switchboard 
in our views. A separate meter is provided for the street 
lighting supply. The usual synchrorising gear and ac- 
севвогіев are provided. 

The whole of the machines and mains at the station were 
safely and effectually transferred on to the new switchboard 
a few weeks ago, without the continuity of the supply beiu: 
in any way interrupted. 

The high-pressure trunk mains leaving the station are cf 
the concentric type, and are paper-insulated and lead- 
sheathed ; the sectional areas are "1 sq. in. and *032 sq. in. 
These mains were supplied and laid by Messrs. Henley's, 
&nd they are drawn into earthenware ducts. The trunk 
mains after leaving the station run to three main 
centrally - situated sub-stutiong, from which high - pressure 
feeders are taken to some 35 outlying transformer sub- 
stations, as shown in the plan on p. 267. The three 
main sub-stations are equipped ih such a manner that they 
can be interconnected at will, and some of the smaller sub- 
stations are similarly constructed. 

The street lighting of Wimbledon is unique, inasmuch as 
it is entirely controlled from the the generating station. One 
trunk main is run to supply the various street lighting sub- 
statione, these being kept entirely separate from the private 
lighting sub-stations. From the. former sub-stations a low 
presure 3-wire distribution system, with 410 volts across 
the outers, supplies some 1,150 street lamp-posts. Each 
post is surmounted by two 16-C.P. incandescent lamps, in 
fittings made by the Reason Manufacturing Co., of Brighton. 
At dusk the street lamps are run up on a separate machine, 
in such a manner that every lamp in the district comes up 
to full pressure simultaneously, thus avoiding the necessity 
of switching the lamps on in batches, as is generally done. 
When the lights are up to full pressure, the street lighting 
machine is paralleled with the private lighting machines at 
the station, and the plant is so run until dawn, when the 
operation is reversed, the street lighting machine being sepu- 
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WILLANS-CROMPTON 350-kw. STEAM ALTERNATOR, 


rated from the private lighting machines, and gradually 
shut down. 

The transformers installed in the. sub-stations vary from 
10 to 50 Kw. in capacity, and are of the British Electric 
Transformer Co.’s, Johnson and Phillips’, and John Fowler 
& Co.’s make. All the switchgear in the sub-stutions was 
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supplied by Messrs. Cowans, Ltd. Owing to the very 
extended area of the district, the station pressure is found to 
be considerably in excess of the local circuit requirements in 
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entirely distinct, provision has been made whereby the two 
may be inter-connected in the event of one or the other 
failing. By this means a duplicate system is provided for 
both purposes. There is no extravagance in thus separating 
the two systems, as otherwise duplicate mains would have to 
be laid ; and it has been found that the present arrangement 
works remarkably well in practice. 

Practically every street in the town is supplied with a 
low-pressure private lighting distributor in addition to the 
public lighting mains, and; the remarkable development of 
the street lighting system may be gathered from the plan 
which we reproduce on this page. Every one of the dots 
upon this plan represents a lamp-post fitted with two 16-c.P. 
lamps. The whole of the town is Jit with glow lamps; 
arc lighting has not made much headway, only four poste 
at present being erected, and these only for experimental 
pur 

All the low-pressure distributors for street lighting are 
three-core V. I. R.-insulated lead-sheathed and armoured 
cables; for the private lighting distribution they are con- 
centric paper-insulated, lead-sheathed and armoured, and 
are laid direct in the ground. The street lighting mains 
were supplied by Messrs. Henley’s, and the private lighting 
mains by Messrs. Henley's and Messrs. Cullender’s. 

The Council has just secured a provisional order for 
supplying electrical energy in the Parish of Merton, in the 
Rural District of Croydon, and in view of this and the 
rapid increase in the demand in Wimbledon itself, it has 
been necessary to prepare plans and specifications for con- 
siderable extensions to the works. These have been drawn 
up by the electrical engineer, and provide for the erection of 
a new boiler house and chimney shaft and the addition of 
workshops. The shaft will be 175 ft. high from the ground 
level, with an internal diameter of 10 ft., and is already in 
course of erection. The new boiler house, when erected, 
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WIMBLEDON: Puan 8ноутна Posrrions оғ PusLiC LAMPS. © 


the vicinity of the works. To overcome this difficulty, two 
transformer-boosters are placed in connection with the 
feeders supplying these circuits, and are used to regulate the 
pressure as required. | 
Although the street and private lighting systems are 


will be parallel with, and adjoining the existing boiler house. 
It will measure 51 ft. by 117 ft., and will provide accom- 
modation for boilers of about 3,000 H.P. 

Behind the boilers there will be installed economisers of 
640 pipes, and the flues are being so constructed that the 
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gases from both the existing boilers and the boilers in the 
new boiler house can be carried into the same shaft. The 
installation of a water-softening plant and a large storage 
tank is also under consideration. 

A new generating set, consisting of a British Thomson- 
Houston alternator, coupled direct to a Browett-Lindley 
tbree-crank compound engine, is under construction. This 
set will have a normal output at full load of 625 Kw., and 
when installed will complete the equipment of the main bay 
of the engine room. Space is already available in the 
extension bay for further generating plant of 4,000 kw. This 
bay was originally built for the accommodation of traction 
plant, but it will not now be required for this purpose. 


PLAN SHOWING FEEDERS AND SUB-STATIONS. 


It is anticipated that the extension to Merton will have as 
rapid a growth as that experienced in Wimbledon ; how 
rapid ; this has been may be seen from the following 
statistics :— 


Con- Lamps, Publio 
gumers. 8 c. r. lamps, 8 c. v. 


Date supply commenced, July 17th, 1899 140 3,495 — 
Period ending March 31st, 1900... .. 253 13,965 2,708 
Year ending March 31st, 1901 ... ... 459 28,179 4,100 
Year ending March 31st, 1902 ... ... 705 33,504 4,100 
Year ending March 31st, 1903. .. 978 49,481 4,486 
Year ending Mar. 31, 1900. Mar. 81, 1901. Mar. 81, 1902. Mar. 81, 1903. 

Units sold ... 154,450 644,421 785,815 1,011,998 
Maximum demand 

in KW. ... p 198 367 510 603 


The total mileage of mains laid in the town is 126, of 
which abont 33 miles are high-pressure feeders, the 
remainder being low-pressure distributors for street and 
private lighting. 

The analysis of the accounts for the year ending March 
81st, 1903, will be found on another page of this issue, and 
they show that the Wimbledon undertaking has established 
itself on a sound profit-carning basis. The load factor 
during the four years the works have been in operation has 
been as follows :—1900, 12°5 per cent.; 1901, 20°04 per 
cent. ; 1902, 18°05 per cent. ; 1903, 19°15 per cent. 

The maximum demand system is at present in operation 
for both public and private lighting supply, the rate of 
charging being 7d. for the first hour's use of the maximum 
demand per day and 2d. afterwards. For power and heating 
purposes a flat rate of 2d. per unit is charged. 

The majority of the meters on the circuits are of the 
* Hummel" type, supplied by the Electrical Co., Ltd. 
These metera give every satisfaction, and it is worthy of 
note that out of over 1,000. installed on consumers’ 
premises, only one or two are reported as faulty or stopped 


each quarter; on one or two occasions the whole of the 
quarterly readings have been taken without a faulty meter 
being found. A few Shallenberger meters are also installed. 
The maximum demand indicators are of the“ Reason" and 
“ Schattner ” type. | 

With the exception of the three main sub-stations already 
referred to, all the transformer sub-stations are of the street 
tank type. These have been found very dangerous and 
inconvenient, and Mr. Lee has prepared plans for the 
gradual conversion of the whole of them into roomy 
underground sub-stations. This work has already been 
commenced. 

The offices which were built in connection with the works 
| have over them a house of 
commodious proportions. 
This, in the first place, was 
used as a residence by 
the maias foreman. Mr. 
Lee, however, recognising 
that the house offered 
better facilities for the 
accommodation of the 
technical staff of the 
station, made arrangements 
whereby the staff were 
provided with quarters, 
which have proved not 
“>< only beneficial to them, 
but, perhaps in a greater 
degree, to the Council. 

There are six assistants 
residing in the building. 
Each is provided with a 
private bed-sitting room, 
and there is a large dining 
room common to all. The 
ineals are prepared by a 
housekeeper, who also 
supervises the ordinary 
domestic duties. 

On our visit to the 
station we had an oppor- 
tunity of inspecting these 
apartments, and we were 
agreeably impressed with 

the air of comfort that 
pervaded everything. The-arrangement has been found 
to work very satisfactorily indeed. The furniture is plain 
but substantial, and was procured ont of a loan raised by the 
Council. 

In conclusion, we have pleasure in expressing our obliga- 
tion to the Council’s electrical engincer, Mr. H. Tomlinson- 
Lee, for his kind assistance in the preparation of this article, 
and for facilities to photograph the plant. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


(Continued from page 262.) 


Post Office Telegraphs.— According to the Postmaster- 
General's report, abstracted in the Tines, the number of telegrams 
sent over the Post Office wires in the past year was 92,471,000, 
showing an increase of 2:3 per cent. over the number for 1901-2. 
The receipts for these amounted to £2,838,429, or an increase of 
£16,563. Every class of telegram shows an increase, and the 
number of inland and foreign telegrams are the highest ever re- 
corded. Ordinary inland telegrams in the month of Jane, 1902, 
exceeded in number those sent in June, 1901, by more than half a 
million, this being due, no doubt, the report states, to the illness of 
the King and the postponement of the Coronatiun. On June 23rd 
no fewer than 201,559 telegrams passed through the Central office, 
on June 24th 311,039, and ou Jane 25th 314,126. The larcest 
numb3r previously recorded was 199,155 on the day before the 
funeral of Queen Victoria. The average weekly number of words 
in Press telegrams during the year bas been 14,890,712 as against 
14,344,833 in 1901-2 and 16,055,602 in the previous year. 

Oa the subject of wireless telegraphy, the Postmaster-General 
refers to the communications which he has had with the other 
Government departments concerned, and with Mr. Marconi, and 
the two companies which possess his rights. He has provided for 
the Marconi company a private wire from Poldhu to Falmouth on 
the usual rental terms; and he has explained to the company that, 
before the Post Office can act for the company as agent, the company 
must satisfy him that it is in a position to carry on its business and 
transmit messages from one side of the Atlantic to the other. 
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Until he is satisfied in this direction he states that be will not be 
justified iu accepting messages and collecting charges from the 
public, It has not been possible as yet for the Post Office to arrive 
ata definite de:ision on the question of the establishment of ship 
signalling stations on the coasts of the United Kingdom for wireless 
telegraphy. 

Tha length of the telephone trunk lines in use was about 
46,740 miles, containing about 93,000 miles of wire. The 
capital expenditure on the purchase and development of the 
tru: k line system up to March 31st last was £2,091,417, including 
an expenditure during the year of £224 986. 

Great progress has been made with the development of the Post 
Office telephone system in London. In addition to the Central 
Exchange, which was opened on March Ist, 1902, six other 
exchanges have been opened during the year 1902-3, and four others 
are in an advanced state of construction. ТЬе total number of 
subscribers’ telephones working in connection with these exchanges 
on March 31st was 9,122. The number added during the year was 
8,628, and itis believed that this number has not been exceeded 
during the first year of working of any other local telephone 
aystem. 

The Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association bas issued a reply to the 
Postmaster-General’s statement to the Unioniet members of 
Parliament who waited on bim in regard to the alleged reduction 
by £30 of the maximum salary of London telegrapbists. The 
Association is unable to accept the Postmaster-General'a view of the 
matter, and it reiterates the charge of breach of faith brought 
against the Department. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. 


INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED, 
Latakia-Cyprus .. 005705 oo >o — c. June 20, 1999 .„. T 
Trinided-Demerara No. 1 ee ve ee ee Aug. 27, 1901 ° 
Dominica-Martinique oe ee ee ee ec May 8, 1902 ee oe 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique .. ve ee ee .. May 8, 1902 T 
Guadeloupe-Martinique ee " . May9,1902  .. we 
Martinique-Puerto Plata у ws .. July 10, 1902 


Cayenne-Pinheiro ee ee ee ео we Aug. 18, 1902 ee ee 
St. Lucisa-Bt. Vincent oe m ee ee Sept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
Кеівва-Івла ee ee ее ее ее e» Oct. 92. 1902 ee ee 
Reissa-Yemani . ee T. Oct. 22, 1902 ee 


Paramaribo-Cayenne . 
New York-Haiti 


„ I. Feb. 27, 1908 
F&80o-Bu- hire : 


. Avril 18, 1908 . 
.. July 28,1903. .. x 


Bolama-Birsao .. £s .. Aug. 4, 1903. - 
Rt. Jacques-Haiphong .. .. Aug. 3. 1903 . Aug. 5,1908 
Antigua-Guadeloupe . .. Aug. 9, 1903 АР 
Jamaica-Colon .. . x . Aug. 11, 1903. .. 

LANDLINER. 
О.В. of Colombia :—Landlines to Dagua.. .. July 14,1903 .. Aug. 8, 1908 
To Puerto Barrios S si “> s .. July 22, 1903 .. is 
Rome-Pera . Aug. 8, 1903 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The difficulties met in estab- 
lishing wireless telegraphy satisfactorily in Somaliland continue. 
According to the Pall Moll the crew of experts from H.M.S Vernon, 
specially lent for the purpose at the commencement of the recent 
operations, made the discovery that the soil was so dry, and the 
sand so plentifully mixed with insulating mica grains, that the 
current could not be brought to earth with any strergth. The 
result was that the signals were weak and almost u-eless. The 
expedient of imm. твіпр the earthplates in wells was tried, but with 
little benefit, aud the Admiralty experte etate lhat successful wire- 
less telegraphy in tbe Somali country is ont of the question. A 
equad of Royal Engineers are on tbeir way there now to try what 
"EM can do, and it is expected that in the end they will establish a 

eld wire. 


Wireless Telegraphy in the U.S. Navy. — Contrary 
to the impression conveyed by recent reporta as to the questionahle 
utility of wireless telegrap! y in connection with our naval 
manœuvres, owing to irt r'erence from land ttations, the 
US. squadrons appear to have experienced its usefulness. It 
appears that the Olympia, of the defending squadron, con- 
sidered herself captured ander the rules of the manœuvres by 
the superior force of thé attacking «quadron, but before surrendering 
she sent a wireless message summoning tbe rest of the defending 
squadron, which was at the moment 25 miles di«tant. Her coneorts, 
promptly responding to the me sage, captured the hostile fleet, 
which, had the Olympia not been equipped with wireless telegraph 
apparatus, would have reached the anchorage at Wiuter Harbour, 
and would have won. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 
Aston Manor.—August 261b. Lamps, oils, meters, for 
the UDC. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Belgium.—August 17th. Tenders are being invited by 
tbe Provincial Government Authorities in Liége for the concession 
for the construction and working of an electric tramway on the 
overhead conductor system between Lièse-Guillemins and the 
village of Argleur. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, Le Gouvernement Provincial, Liège. 


Nexley.— August 21st. Street lamps and fittings for the 
U.D C. Bee Official N. tices” August 7th. 

Bexley.—Auvust 22nd. Wiring buildings for the U. D. C. 
See Official Notices” to-day. 

Cleckheaton,.— Angust 22nd. Cables for the U. D.C. 
See Official Notices” to-day. 


Edinburgh.— August 26th. ~ Arc lamps for public light- 
fog. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Germany.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
Municipal Authorities of Tubingen for the supply of a new steam 
engine and dynamo for the municipal central electric lighting 
station, at an estimated cost of £2,500. 

The Municipal Authorities of Riesenburg, Western Prussia, are 
inviting tenders for the establishment of a central electric lighting 
station in the town. 

The Municipal Authorities of Wangen (Wartemburg) are at 
present inviting tenders for the concession for the electric lighting 
of the public streets and buildings. 


Grimsby.—The Corporation wante tenders for a motor 
balancer and switchboard, and underfeed stokers to four boilers. 
See Official Notices August 7th. 


Guadeloupe. — August 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until August 29th next by the municipal authorities of Point à Pitre 


(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 


lighting of the town. 
Holland. — October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 


the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Hungary.—August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until the 83186 inst, by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
ezebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 H. p. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. — 500 or 
more electric meters. See Official Notices " June 12th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5.000-H.P. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving a three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See Official 
Notices” July 24th. 


New South Wales, — September 12th. Tenders are 
being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their tramway 
power station. 


Northampton.—August 15th. Steam dynamos, battery, 
switchboard, equipment of trolley lines, feeders, cars, permanent 
way, buildings, car-sheda, piping, condenser, &c., for tramways 
power station. See Official Notices” July 31st. 


Pietermaritzburg.—September 7th. Poles and over- 


head equipment for the Corporation tramways. See “Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Spain.—August 20th. The Municipal Authorities of 
Aranjuez (province of Madrid) are invitir g tenders until the 20th 
inst. for the concession for the electric lighting of the town. 
Tenders are to be sent to El Secretario del Ayuntamiento de 
Aranjuez (Madrid), whence particulars may be obtained. 


Spain.—August 25th. Tenders are being invited until 
the 25th inst. by the Spanish Post and Telegraph authorities for the 
concession for the establishment and working during a period of 25 
years. of a telephone exchange in the town of Perona. Particulars 
may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion 
General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas, 10, Madrid. 


Spa3in.—4August 25th. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities are inviting tenders until tbe 25th inst for the establish- 
ment of telephonic communication between Gijon (Ovildo province) 
and Pola de Siero vió Granda and La Collada. Particulars mny be 
obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion Geveral 
de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas, 10, Madrid. 


Swindon.—August 26th. Raila, permanent way, and 
paving for Corporation tramways. See Official Notices” July 31st. 


West Ham.— August 21st. Traction switchboard, 
booster, &c. See “Official Notices" Jaly 31st. 


CLOSED. 


Eceles.— The T.C. has placed the following contracts: 
Messrs. Meldrum Bros, of Timperley, to supply and erect two 
refuse destructor furnaces, at £1,985: Messrs Marshall & Sons, 
Ashton-under-Lyne, erection of destructor buildings, £1,168; 
Messrs. Jobn Wolstenholme & Son, Radcliffe Bridge, clinkering 
machinery, £787. 


Engine Contracts.—The following contracts have re- 
cently been placed with Messrs. W. H Allen, Son & Co., Ltd., of 
Bedford: — Опе 750-1H P engiue and surface-condensing plant for 
the Fairfield Shipbuilding Co.; one 105-B.H.P. engine f. г Messrs. 
Mather & Platt; one 30-BH.P. ergine for Messrs. Parkers; one 
3'-B.H P. engine for the Lahmever Electric Co., for the Chelsea 
Polvtechnic; nine 24 BHP engines for the Union Castle Co.; one 
133-в.н.р. engine for the British Schuekert Co; three 900.1 Н.Р. 
trip! -єхрапвіоп engines and surface-condensing plant for the 
Cardiff Railway Co.; two 10-R.H.P. engines for the Adelaide Steam- 
ship Со. T 
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Heston and Isleworth.—The following tenders were 
submitted for the supply of electric lighting plant to the U. D. C. 
Messrs. J. and J. B. Enright are the consulting engineers :— 


SECTION 2.—Excines, Dynamos, SWITCHBOARD, &c. 


Bruce Peebles & co. .. 25,359 Siemens Bros. .. " .. £6,048 
Davey, Paxman & Co.(acoepted) 5,550 Reavell & Co. ; . „ 6015 
General Eleotric Co. 71 Johnson & Phillips .. 6,140 
Witting, Eborall & Co. .. . . 5,645 Frank Suter & Co. ы . 6,171 
Lahmeyer Electrical Со. .. &f49 | Dick, Kerr & Co. 93 . 6,186 
Crom ptoi & co.. 5.790 Brush Elec. Eng. CO. 6,199 
International Elec. Eng. Со. .. 56.777 Elec. Construction Co. .. 6,252 
Mather & Platt, Ltd. .. 5,991 R. Blackwell & Со. .. .. 6,801 
British Westinghouse Co. 6,080 Thomas Parker, Ltd. .. .. 6,887 
BECTION 4..—CABLES. 
Western Electric Co. A Oallender’s Cable Co. £11,187 
W. T. Honey & Co. (accepted) 9,852 Anchor Cable Co. ©з .. 11412 
British Ins. e . 10,856 St. Helens Cable Co. . 11769 
W. T. Glover & Co. .. 10,994 Johnson & Phillips : .. 19,964 
Frank Suter & Co. .. 14,400 | Biemens Bros. & Co. .. 18,856 
BkcTION 5.—Arc LAMPS AND STANDARDS. 
Johnson & Phillips " . £718 Oliver & Co. ve its .. £893 
Brockie-Pell Со... . 80 Electrical Co. .. Wk YA 
Crompton & Co. T СЯ Bil Gilbert Arc Lamp Co 926 
Improved Elec.Glow LampCo. 813 Frank Suter & Co. з .. 4,018 
Drake & Gorham te .. 1,402 


British Westinghouse Co. 821 
W. T. Henley & Оо. .. T 854 


Leigh. —The Tramways and Electricity Committee of the 
T C. bas accepted the following tenders: —Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox, Ltd., for the supply of a water-tube boiler with superheater, 
for the sum of £840; Messrs. P. Storey & Son, Ltd, surface con- 
denser, air and circulating pumps, &., £690, oil separator, £75 10s., 
feed pump, £90; and the Klein Engineeriog Co, Ltd., cooling 
tower, £463. The electrical engineer has been instructed to 
purchase the steam valves required in connection with the 
extensions to the electricity works from Messrs. J. Hopkinson and 
Co., of Huddersfield. 


North Wales.—The North Wales Power and Traction 
Co. has placed contracts with Messrs. Bruce Peebles & (“o., Ltd., for 
sx 1,000-kw. three-phase generating sets, 6,000 volte, direct- 
coupled to Pelton turbines; the power house and ccmplete equip- 
ment tbereof, and all accessories; the electrificatiou and equip- 
ment of the Beddegelert and Portmadoc Railway, rolling-stock 
and electrical locomotives, for the sum of £145,000; also for 
6.900-Kw. transformers and overhead line equipment, £35,000. The 
whole of the plant will be of the firm's owu manufacture, and will 
be built at Edinburgh. 


Penang.—The contractors for the arc lighting of Penang 
(Messrs. Crompton & Co.) have accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Rowland Carr & Co, 6 & 8, Lime Street Square, London, E.C., for 
the supply of the whole of the arc lamp pillars and brackets in 
connection witt their contract. 


Portsmouth.—The Telephone Committee has recommended 
the acceptance of the tender of Messrs. Walter Macfarlane & Co.:— 
950 cast-iron conduite, 9 ft. 3 in. long overall, by 3 in. bore, as 
supplied to Glasgow Corporation telephone department, pet, 
delivered at Portsmouth, 5s. 6d. each. The tender of the Ericsson 
Bell Telephone Co. was accepted as under:— 250 wall telephones, 
at 476 4d. esch; 50 table telephones at 49s. 8d. each, net, delivered 
at Portamouth, as required. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, August 17th —At 11 a.m. Town Hall, Sheffield. Opening 
of the summer meeting of the Junior Institution of 


Engineers. 


LOCAL AUDIT. } 


By A LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR. 


“ А LITTLE done well is better than a great deal done badly," 
is a maxim which has more than age to recommend it. 
It applies with some force to the admirable report recently 
issued by the Joint Committee on Municipal Trading. 

In giving municipal accounts the most important place, 
the Committee has taken a wise course. The burden of 
the report is to establish open and fair dealing between 
those who are responsible for municipal enterprise, and the 
ratepayers with whose money great schemes are promulgated. 
Too often has it occurted in the past that the financial 


ness of an elequric lighting or tramway, scheme has 
oh bean properly exposed, owing to the Fact that a large 


sum, which purports to be profit, has been written off 
against the rates. In the result, local debt has been 
increased without stint ; the local authorities have taken 
labours upon themselves which can only be performed to the 
neglect of more important, but less showy, public duties. If 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee are adopted, 
the ratepayers and the public will at least have an oppor- 
tunity of studying the facta in their true light. 

With regard to the appointment of auditors, it is clear 
from the evidence put before the Committee that affairs are 
in а lamentable state. It appears that the accounts of 
Municipal Corporations are audited by district auditors, 
© who, as a rule, are not accountants, and are not, in 
the opinion of the Committee, properly qualified to dis- 
charge the duties which should devolve upon them." 

Есеп if uniformity in thekeeping of accounte be not imme- 
diately introduced, uniformity in the appointment of 
auditors might automatically produce the desired effect. 
Under existing law, accounts must be kept by all under- 
takers for the supply of electric light, whether they are 
Jecal autborities, companies, or individuale. The Board of 
Trade are authorised to prescribe, and have prescribed the 
form of such accounts, and they must be published in such 
manner as may be from time to time prescribed in that 
behalf by the Board of Trade. Copies of the accounts must be 
sold at a price not exceeding 1s., under penalty, upon default, 
not exceeding 40s. So far, therefore, as the supply of electric 
light i8 concerned, the ratepayer has some opportunity of 
investigating the methods of the local authority ; but the 
audit of the accounte, which takes place, of course, before 
the accounts can reach the public, is carried out on the 
principles laid down in Sections 246 and 247 of the Public 
Health Act, 1875. We have already referred to the opinion 
of the Committee as to the efficiency of such audits. 

The Committee have not been content to merely suggest 
an alteration in the method of appointing the auditor. 
They recommend that his duties and powers should be 
materially enlarged. Thus, by Sec. 18 of the report, it is 
Suggested that *auditors should be required to express an 
opinion upon the necessity of reserve funds, of amounte 
set aside to meet depreciation and obsolescence of plant, 
in addition to the statutory sinking funds, and of the 
adequacy of such amounts.” 

If auditors take over these duties, what has hitherto been 
ignored by municipal traders as the criticism of “the 
capitalists " will then be the criticism of a public official. 
It bas often been shown that many undertakings, which 
purport to show a profit, would really show a loss if looked 
at from the point of view of an impartial auditor. 

There is anotber matter to which a careful auditor might 
direct his attention, We refer to extravagance under the 
head of wages. The increasing number and scope of muni- 
cipal undertakings tends to place the managers more and 
more under the influence ot the employes, If brought 
home to the ordinary ratepayer, this point might weigh 
with him in deciding where to place his vote at the poll. 

The auditor is not to keep his criticiem locked within 
his own breast, He is to forward his report to the Local 
Government, Board, and if the suggestions he makes are not 
carried out, he is to inform that Board privately of the 
fact. So sanguine are the Committee as to the effect of 
a thorough audit, that they think powers of surcharge and 
disallowance could be altogether dispensed with in the case 
of the major loca] authorities. 

If only a few ot the recommendations of the Committee 
are adopted by the Government, the gain will be great 
indeed. Already signs are not wanting to show that the 
public is losing faith in the stability of security for local 
loans; if the public are still further enlightened by the 
judicial reports of independent auditors, it may well be that 
ratepayers will rise e» masse, and place their veto upon 
further extravagance. No longer will tbe schemes of the 
labour candidates on county and district councils be furthered 
without question ; no longer will the opinions of the Rate- 
payers’ Committee be treated with silent contempt. 

If all the work of this Committee (which, it is hoped, will 
be reappointed in a future session of Parliament) is performed 
as this section of it has been, one need not fear the result of 
its deliberation ; on the contrary, it is to be ho that 
municipal trading in. ite every aspect may form the subject 
of criticism and suggested reform. 
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NOTES. 


: South African Notes ;— 


Cape Town.—The Harbour Board requires the services of an 
assistant electrical engineer at a salary commencing with £300. 

The subject down for discussion at the next meeting of the Cape 
Town Section I. E. E. is Notes on the Metric System.” 

Durban.—The revenue from the electric trams for the month of 
June was £8,000, an increase of £1,000 over the corresponding 
period last year. 

Pietermaritzburg.—'Tenders are being invited by the Town Council 
for work in connection with the electric tramways, including con- 
crete, plate-laying, bonding, &c. 

Harrismith (Orange River Colony). — The Town Council has 
decided to proceed with the scheme of electric lighting as drawn 
up recently by Mr. Dawbarn, of Messrs. Mordey & Dawbarn, the 
consulting engineers to the Council, and has cabled instructions to 
London to call for tenders. 

Johannesburg.—' The Tramway and Parks Committee recommended 
the expenditure of £7,500 on the electric lighting of Troyville. 
This recommendation was opp»sed by the Finance Committee. 

It was decided to extend the contract with the Rand Central 
Electric Works for the supply of current from the Berea Street 
transformer station, to December 31st, 1905. 

Central South African Itailways.—The Johannesburg Pretoria 
telephone service cost the C. S.A. R. £4,000. £75,000 is estimated as 
the expenditure on railway telegraphs during the year commencing 
July let, being £12,000 over last year. 

Potchefstroom (Transvaal), — A step has already been taken 
towards the settlement of the difficulties of the electric lighting 
schemes mentioned recently. It appeara that it was owing to the 
case being misrepresented at Pretoria that the Government took the 
drastic action already reported in this column. Since then, how- 
ever, the directors of the Potchefstroom Consumers E. L. and 
Power Co. bave had an opportunity of conferring with the authori- 
ties, and explaining their position, and have obtained permission to 
carry lines across the streets to supply their customers, who are 
mostly shareholders in the company. Ata public meeting held last 
week, a full inquiry into the matter was made, and a resolution was 
passed to recommend the Health Board to come to terms with the 
company, and obtain a comprehensive scheme for the whole 
town. The charge proposed is 1s. 4d. per unit, 2d. per unit less 
than the charge made to the consumers in Troyville, Johannesburg, 
and when the dividends of the company reach 12j per cent. a further 
reduction ís promised. 

Paurl (Cape Colony).—A Select Committee is now inquiring into 

the objects and prospects of a syndicate which proposes the develop- 
ment of Paarl, one of the prettiest villages in the Cape. Paarl isa 
typical Dutch village, situated among the beautifal scenery of the 
Drakenstein Mountains, and has a healthy bracing climate, an ideal 
health retort. It is, however, difficult to get there at present, there 
being neither reilroad nor good driving roads, and the syndicate 
is seeking powers to build an electric tramway to the village and 
points of interest from the railway station. Water-power from the 
mountain streams is the proposed prime motor, which already sup- 
plies power for the generation of electricity for the Nantes Flour 
Mill, which isthe site of the syndicate’s power station. 
_ Cradock (О.К C.).—The municipality is calling for tenders for an 
installation of electric light for the streets and public buildings, and 
is prepsred to grant a concession of 20 years’ duration to the success- 
ful contractor. 


Tramcar Accident.—A serious accident took place at 
Ramsgate on Wednesday evening. A heavy car was descending the 
steep incline into the town, full of passengers, when it got beyond 
control, gathered speed, and collided with a car which was ascend- 
ing the hill at a point where the tracks interlace. Twelve persons 
were badly hurt, and seven others injured. The fronts of both 
cars were smashed. 


Institution of Mining Engineers.—The fourteenth 
annual general meeting of the members of this Institution will be 
held at University College, Nottingham, on September 2nd, and 
will be foilowed on the 3:d and 4th by visits to collieries and 
works in the adjoining district. The following papers of electrical 
interest will be read or discussed during the proceedinga: — 

" Description of Glapwell Colliery, including the Testing of the 
Three-Phase Hauling and Pumping Plants and Waddle and Capell 
Fans,” by Mr. Maurice Deacon. 

"Coal Mining in Warwickshire, with Special Reference to the 
Work of Stanley (‘oal Heading Machines in the Rapid Development 
and Working of Nuneaton Collicry,” by Mr. К. C. Swallow. 

“The Brandt Drill and Rapid Tunnelling,” by Mr. Francis Fox. 

Alternating Currents and their Pes ble Application to Mining 
Operations," Part IL, by Mr. Sydney F. Walker. 

“Some of the Applications of Electricity to Mining," by Mr. 
Roslyn Holiday. 

" Electric Coal Cutting,” by Mr. W. Walker. 

“The Dynamics of the Winding Engine," by Mr. S. L. Thacker. 


Rubber Frauds,—In the Crown Court at the Liverpool 
Assizes on 7th inst., before Mr. Justice Bigham, Solomon Kram- 
risch, 39, merchant, surrendcred to his bail to answer charges of 
having fraudulently converted to his own use certain valuable 
securities. "The specific count of the indictment investigated was 
that at Liverpool, on November 6th, 1902, being entrusted with 
two bills of exchange for £5,000 and £924 respectively, in order 
that he might use the proceeds in discharge of certain liabilities fo 
ru )3:t, Shai featduleatiy O1 5% база to his ova u; ал14 als 


that on November 7th, being entrusted with two delivery orders 
for 149 packages of rubber, he fraudulently converted the same to 
his own use. Mr. Pickford, K.C., and Dr. Thomas were counsel for 
the Crown, and accused, who pleaded not guilty, was defended by 
Mr. Horridge, K.C., wlth whom was Mr. Leslie Scott. The jury 
returned a verdict of guilty, and sentence of 12 months’ hard labour 
was passed. 


Commercial Developments in Lancashire. — The 
Crawshaw Estate, situate in Farnworth, has been purchased by a 
syndicate of gentlemen, and it is proposed to erect tube and metal 
works thereon; also a portion has been taken over by a well-known 
firm of electric carmakers. Employment at these works will be 
found for about 2,000 workmen, which, in view of the depressed 
state of trade in Widnes, will be much welcomed. 


Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College.— 
The next session of this college begins on September 21st; courses 
sre provided for the diploma in mechanical and electrical 
engineering, amongst many other departments. Holders of the 
diploma are eligible for the degree of B.Sc. in Engineering of the 
University of Glasgow, after attendance for at least one session at 
the Unixersity, and the laboratories are well equipped with modern 
apparatus. The preliminary examination will commence on 
September 14th, and names of candidates must be lodged not later 
than September 11th. 


Warning to Manufacturers.—We have received from 
the Phenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co, Ltd., Bradford, a letter to 
the effect that a man is going about “ with a tale of an order to 
place,” against whom they desire to warn their fellow manufac- 
turers. The man in question represented that he was the engineer 
for Messrs, Brooks & Brooks, quarry owners, Clough Fold, near 
Manchester, and that they were about to put in electric lighting and 
power plant, of which he appeared to have some technical know- 
ledge, and for which he wanted a price. On leaving, he statea that 
he should require some refreshment while in the town waiting for 
his return train to Todmorden, aud this is where his artfuluess 
comes in, for we do not see how he is to be prosecuted except for 
begging." Inquiries afterwards showed that the man was not 1n the 
employ of Messrs. Brooks, but was a “ perfect fraud," and had been 
giving their name in the same connection for some time past. The 
P.D.M. Co. suggest that if he be identified by other firms he should 
be detained, with a view to stopping his proceedings. 

The description of the man is as follows:—'' Age about 65—70, 
grey, ruddy complexion, grey moustache, blue eyes, height about 
5 ft. 6 in., very clean in appearance, except for his clothes, which 
have seen their best days.“ 


The Paris Disaster. — Referring to the terrible 
catastrophe described in our “Traction Notes,” it is of melancholy 
interest to note that Mr. George Westinghouse last year addressed 
a warning on the dangers of electrical railways to the Ta-“ 
Gazette, ‘‘ Already," he said, there bave been many serious 
collisions, with great loss of life, between electric cars, while there 
have been numerous cases in New York and other places in which 
cars have been quickly destroyed by fires which have resulted from 
some derangement of the electrical apparatus or circuits, and, in 
some instances, 80 quickly that the passengers have scarcely had time 
to escape to the street. The destruction by fire of a car or train 
upon a street or upon a level is one thing, but such an occurrence 
upon an elevated railway or in a tunnel can have consequences the 
contemplation of which should lead to wise regulations governing 
the construction and use of electrically-propelled trains, and 
thereby insure to the public the rapid development of electric 
traction.” 

A similar warning is found in Colonel Yorke's evidence before the 
London Тгаћс Commission :—“ I think there are certain dangers 
which exist in tubes, and which will always, more or less, exist in 
tube railways, where very large currents of electricity at very high 
voltage are in close proximity to the trains, so that if any accident 
happens to the trains there is a risk of fire; and the facilities 
generally for the escape of passengers in the existing tubes are very 
slight indeed, (ven if no fire broke out. Supposing a minor collision 
occurred, the risk of a panic іп a heavily-crowded train, as some of 
the trains are, seems to me to be a very grave one indeed." And 
again, in 1901, he said :—'' A very small fire, which in the open air 
would be of no importance, but which might create a volume of 


smoke, would in a tube be of the most dangerous character." 


The Electric Carbon Iudustry.—The following letter 
recently appeared in the Financial News :— 

“бтв, — Мг. Byngswanger (the chairman of the General Electric 
Co.) is reported, in the Manchester Guardian of the 25th inst., to 
have said that their eleciric carbon works were the only ones in 
England, and that their loss in working of £20,000 was largely due 
to the carbon works. I wish to draw your attention to the fact that 
the Eaglish Electric Carbon Co., Ltd., Brymbo, which was started in 
1893, long before Mr. Dyngswanger ever thought of makiug electric 
carbons, has been in operation ever since, and has supplied carbons 
on an extensive scale to most of the leading consumers in the United 
Kingdom. 

„No doubt Mr. Byngswanger is in a position to appreciate the 
Continental competition in carbons, and 16 is to be hoped that the 
talked-of change in the British fiscal policy will be accomptished, 
and give relief in a quarter where it is much needed.— Yours truly, 


“J. S. WYyNNE, Secretary. 
“ Electric Carbon Works, Brymbo, ` \ 
“near Wrexham, July 30th.” 
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National Telephone Co., Ltd., v. Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of Kingston-upon-Hull.—In the Chancery Division 
of the High Court of Justice on Wednesday, Mr. Justice Buckley 
had before him a motion to vary the minutes of the order as drawn 
up by the Registrar in this case. 

Mr. Astbury, K.C., for the plaintiffs, in support of the motion, 
said that it was with regard to the question of the cost of the action, 
and the question was whether, under the Public Authorities’ Pro- 
tection Act of 1893, the plaintiffs had to pay the costs as between 
solicitor and client. His Lordship would remember that the short 
point in the action was whether the compauy were, under the latest 
Telephone Act, entitled to ä renewal of their license from the Post- 
master-General, or whether a notice given by the Corporation 
determining an agreement of 1899, by which the company main- 
tained a telephone system in Hull, deprived them of that right. By 
the agreement of 1899, the Telephone Co. bad power to lay under- 
ground works in Hall, and there was a provision in the agreement 
that, by a certain notice given by the Corporation, they could deter- 
mine the agreement. The Corporation gave the notice, and when 
the new Act of Parliament came in force which provided for licenses 
subject to existing rights, the question arose of whether the Hull 
Corporation could have their own system and deprive the Tele- 
phone Co. of the expenditure they had incurred in laying down and 
maintaining their system. The Court had held against the 
plaintiffs, and they were ordered to pay the costs. His contention 
on the present motion was that the question turned upon the 
agreement between the parties, the defendants having given notice 
under the terms of the agreement and not under any Act or in the 
exercise of any public authority. He submitted, therefore, that the 
question was not one that had anything to do with the Public 
Authorities’ Protection Act, and that, therefore, the defendants were 
only entitled to party and party costs. The right that the plaintiffs 
asserted was a right under the contract and not under any statute. 

Mr. Danckwerts, K.C., for the Corporation, submitted that the 
question turned upon the statute, that iu defending the action the 
Corporation were defending a public right, and were, therefore, 
entitled to the protection of the Act. 

Mr. Justice Buckley said that in his opinion the Public Authori- 
ties Protection Act did not apply. Та one sense, any act done by a 
Corporation must be done for the protection of the public, but the 
Act did not mean that. There was no duty on the part of the 
Corporation to determine the contract with the plaintiffs. Nor 
were they in so determining it acting as a public authority. They 
thought it right to determine it under a clause of revocation, which 
they had reserved to themselves, and under the circumstances they 
were not entitled to the benefit of the Act. He, therefore, struck 
out of the minutes of the order, the words as between solicitor 
апа client,” and ordered the defendants to pay the costs of the 
motion. 


Personal.—Mr. H. F. Hunt, chief electrician to 
Veritys, Ltd., having been appointed by the Admiralty to the post 
of electrician at Pembroke Dockyard, an interesting presentation of 
a barometer was made to him at Messrs. Veritys’ Aston works, on 
the 1st inst, by the staff. Mr. Ebbutt, on behalf of the directors, 
referred to the high appreciation in which all in the company held 
Mr. Hunt, and their great regret at his leaving. Mr. F. O. Hunt, 
for some time associated with Messre. the General Electric Co., and 
until recently at their Witton works, has been appointed to succeed 
Mr. H. F. Hunt. 

Mr. Robert H. Horsfield, chief assistant in the Tramways Depart- 
ment of the Bradford City Corporation, has been appointed tram- 
ways manager to the Walsall Corporation, at a salary of £200 per 
annum, rieing by £25 per annum to £250. 

Oa the occasion of the Jubilee celebrations of Heidelberg Uni- 
versity, amongst other distinctions conferred upon British savants, 
we note that Prof. Sir W. Ramsay, F.R.S., Dr. R. T. Glazebrook, 
F. R. B., and Sir W. Huggins, P.R.S., were the recipients of honorary 
degrees. 


Appointments Vacant.— Lagos Government Railway 
—electrician and lineman; salary £300 rising to £350. London- 
derry—assistant electrical engineer, salary £130. Hull Municipal 
Technical School— lecturer in electrical engineering, salary £150. 
Woolwich—charge engineer, salary 104 guineas. Hull—chief 
assistant electrical engineer, salary £200. Bexley—charge engi- 
neer (£100) and junior charge engineer. Bradford—city electrical 
engineer; salary £600. Islington—assistant engineer and works 
manager; salary £200, rising to £200. See "Official Notices" 
tc-day. 


Motor Speed Regulation.—Continuous and Alter- 
nating.—Although much has been written and said on this subject 
lately, the question of speed control is still very much to the fore, 
pot only in our country, but also in the States. The Journal of the 
Association of Engineering Societies records a diecussion which 
recently took place before the Engineers’ Club of St. Louis. The 
question to-day is not as to the relative economy of electrical and 
mechanical transmission, but as to the increased output which may 
be obtained by the individually-driven tool. For special classes of 
work it is said that the output may be doubled and even trebled, 
but in this country, at any rate, for ordinary machine tools as used, 
say, in a dynamo shop, the extra output as compared with 
mechanical driving may be put at 25 per cent. to 30 per cent. 
Motors are now made which will work with a 3 to 1 speed 
variation, 900 to 300 r.p.m., obtained by shunt regalation only, and 
therefore at a maximum efficiency. The motor is, of course, large 
tor its work, but the controlling arrangements are reduced to their 
simplest form, and there is an entire absence of that complication 
which is ble from the use of malti-voltage and allied 
syteems. hitherto no great progress has been made towards 


a solution of the variable speed problem in connection with alter- 
nating motors, the matter is still receiving special attention. 
In the works of Ganz & Co. two and three-phase motors are 
used and are each connected with either of two generators working 
at 50 and 25 cycles respectively. In the Oerlikon Works, 
motors with short circuited armatures are provided with two 
sets of field windings, one having double the number 
of poles of the other. A combination of this device with the 
double frequency syetem could be made to give a wide range, and 
whilst this would not be such a simple arrangement as the con- 
tinuous current shunt rheostat method, such a system would com- 
pare favourably with the multi voltage methods. It has the advan- 
tage that for small motors no starting switches are necessary, the 
motors being switched direct on to the mains. The advantages, 
both direct and indirect, of individual control, are now becoming 
generally recognised, advantages which far outweigh such con- 
siderations as the comparative economy and efficiency of electrical 
and mechanical driving. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THE annual dinner in connection with the Croydon Electricity 
Works was held at the Café Royal on Friday, the 31st ult., and the 
opportunity was taken to present Mr. Scott, the chief engineer, 
with & case of cutlery and plate on the occasion of his approaching 
marriage. The presentation was made by the chairman of the 
Electricity and Lighting Committee, Mr. ALDERMAN MILLER, on 
behalf of the staff and employés A lengthy programme of vocal 
and instrumental music was carried on to a late hour by the various 
members of the staff and friends. 

At the last meeting of the Electricity and Lighting Committee 
Mr. Scott was presented by Mr. Alderman Miller, on behalf of the 
Committee, with a handsome marble and bronze clock. 

Mr. J. H. Woops, the mains superintendent at the Plymouth 
Corporation Electricity Works, is shortly leaving England to take 
up a similar position at the Durban Electricity Works, South 
Africa. On Thursday last week, in the presence of the staff, Mr. 
8. Т. ALLEN, assistant borough electrical engineer, bore higk 
testimony to the manner in which Mr. Woods had carried out the 
duties entrusted to him, and wished him on behalf of the staff 
every success in his new appointment, while handing him a gold 
albert and medallion. Mr. G. Н. Woods and Mr. W. J. Edmonds 
also spoke highly of Mr. J. H. Woods, who suitably replied and 
thanked the staff for their substantial expression of goodwill and 
esteem. 

Mr. Сназ. J. TURNER, one of the mains assistants from the Elec- 
tricity Department of the Metropolitan Borough of Islington, has 
been appointed chief assistant at the Hoylake Electricity Works. 

The salary of Mr. Teaspatr, of the Cardiff Electric Lighting 
Department, has been increased from £200 to £250 per annum. 

The Wigan T.C. bas decided to increase the salary of Mr. James 
SLEVIN, the electrical engineer and tramways manager, from £250 
ќо £300 per annum, and that of Mr. DRwSsk, accountant in the 
electrical department, from £150 to £170 per annum. 

Mr. J. M. Kersan, chief assistant electrical engineer at Taunton, 
has been appointed assistant electrical engineer at Torquay, ata 
salary of £156 per annum. 

The Hull T.C. has appointed Mr. WirkiNsoN to be borough 
electrical engineer, and Mr. BRI. to be tramways engineer and 
manager. Both gentlemen were on Mr. Barnard's staff prior to his 
resignation. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


WE give herewith the returns of the elec- 


Wimbledon tricity undertaking of the Wimbledon U.D.C, 
Municipal for the past 12 months. Financially the 
Electricity Department has every reason for congratulating 

Supply. itself, having considerably increased its net 


profit over last year, and with the prospect of 
an enlarged area and correspondingly increased output, there is 
every possibility of the excellent record of the past four years being 
continued in h» future. 

The Department is, we think, unique in the matter of 
street lighting, having, at the present, over 1,100 street lighting 
poste, each fitted with two incandescent lamps, and a special system 
of street lighting feeders. The record of the past four years' work 
is as follows :— 


Fear | Units | Working | Total Total Profit 
E sold. expenses. | expenses. revenue. or loss. 
"mi 8 5 
1900 | 154,450 £2,322 £3,712 2,671 — £1,041 
1901 | 644,421 6,338 9,374 9,508 134 
1902 785,815 7,875 11,881 13,239 1,358 
8,365 13,944 | 15,472 | 2.028 


1903 | 1,011,998 


The prices charged are:—For both private and public lighting, on 
the maximum demand system, 7d. per B. T. U. for tho first hour, and 
2d. afterwards. Power and heating are caarged on a flat rate of 
2d. per unit. Mr. H. Tomlinson-Lee is the borough eleotrical 
engineer, 
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GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 81st— 1902. 1908. Inc. 
Total capital expended T .. £85,964 £100,202 £14,238 
Number of units supplied ... . . 785,815 1,011,998 226,183 
Equivalent number of 8-c.P. lamps 

connected . sue . 97,604 53,967 16,363 
Number of public lamps or ‚1,025 1,091 66 

ii equivalent 

in 8-0 P. lamps ae E T 4,100 4,486 386 
Maximum load in Kw. ae T 510 603 93 

Revanus Gross revenue .. £13,239 £15,472 £2,233 

Account. » expenditure ... £7,875 £8,365 £490 
„ profit ... . £5,364 £7,107 £2,743 
Average price per unit obtained for , 
street lighting whi aks — 2:54d. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. 

For year ending March 8184, 1903— Gross. Por unit. 
By sale of energy те 55 ТА .. £14,999  3°56d. 
Rental of meters, Ke. m -— кі 398 09а. 
Sundries... à T «es "m gua 75 02d. 


Gross revenue .. £15,472 367d. 


Workina EXPENSES. 


Gross. Per unit. 


Coal and other fuel гыл .. £3,877 92d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores is 449 10d. 
Salaries and wages incurred in ein and 
distribution 922 29d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, ma- 
chinery and plant M 400 ‘03d. 
Works and distribution costs .. £5,648 1:404. 
Public lamps, attendance, repairs, or renewals £876 20d. 
Rent, rates and taxes  ... 440 114. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineers and 
clerical staff... 986 23d. 
General establishment charges, printing, sta- 
tionery, law, insurance, &c. .. ж 415 "09d. 


Total works costs ..‹ £8, 365 203d. 


Рвот STaTEMENT. 


Interest on loans Vx ja i is .. £2,613 
Binking fund . e. 2,447 
Expenses of obtaining Merton Prov. order 9 19 
Nett profit on year's working ds ' .. 2,028 

Gross profit... itt 50 e. £7,107 


During the year the department has earned a gross profit of 
£7,107, and after providing for financial charges and special 
expenses incarred in connection with the Merton provisional order, 
there remains the sum of £2,028, which was applied—£500 to the 
reserve fund, and £1,528 in relief of the local rates. 


WE give herewith an analysis of the Maid- 
Maidstone tone electrical department's fist 15 months 
Municipal working under Mr. E. E. Hoadley, the elec- 
Electrical trical engineer. This undertaking gives 
Supply. promise of rapid development in the near 
future, with a tramway scheme on the way, 

and a growing motor and public lighting load. 

The works costs are somewhat abnormal, owing to the inclusion 
in management expenses of all the preliminary expenses since the 
granting of the prov. order some eight years ago, and, no doubt, 
they will show a considerable improvement in the next year's 
working. 

The prices charged are :—Private supply, 7d. and 2d. on the 
maximum demand system, or as an alternative to shope, a flat rate 
of 5d. per unit, and to clubs, dwelling houses and public houses, 4d. ; 
power supply, 2d. to 1d. per unit. 

GENERAL STAT. MENT. 


Firat 15 months’ working, ending vs March 818%, 1908. 
Total capital expended  ... 4s as . £45,241 
No. of [Private supply... he m a. 206 143 
~ — units | Public i ak я m 99,545 
sold. [Total aes ... 305,688 
Number of 8-c P. lamps connected. ds ii 19 256 
Horse-power of motors connected К ... about 250 
Maximum load in WM. ай ibs E 223 
Load factor .. Ка is d iid is 12:295 
Gross revenue. iva iis ds £5,032 
5 T expenditure 285 sas гаа £3 559 
„ profit sa £1,473 
Average price obtained per unit for street lighting 191d. 

REVENUÐ STATEMENT. 

Gross. Per unit. 
Bale of energy T ids . . £4,662 367d. 
Meter rents, ёс. ... n eas 370 28d. 
£5,032 3:95d. 


— a E. 


Works Costs. 


Gross. Per ug 

Coal and other fuel, including cartage... £1,196 3 7 ‘87dg 

Oil, waste water and engine room stores 129 12 3 091] 
Wages incurred in generation and dis- 

tribution 710 9 7 524 
Repeirs and maintenance of buildings, 

machinery, mains, &c. .. 53 8 4 04d, 


Rents, rates and taxes ... 246 13 5 
Management expenses, salaries, engi- 
neers department, general establish- 


Works and distribution costs £2,089 13 9 152d. 
18d. 
{ 


ment charges, stationery, printing, &. 802 311 5%. 

Total works coste ... ... 3,138 11 1 2494. 

PRorrr Sennen: - | 
Interest on loans  ... e Р .. £23,188 
Sinking fund... А es sg 2,447 
Nett deficit — 3,162 
£1,473 


Grimsby 
Municipal 
Electric 


Supply. 


Тнк returns of the Grimsby electrical depart 
ment for the past year show that the output ba 
considerably more than doubled, largely 
owing to the great increase in traction units 
The revenue has also improved in greater гас 
than the financial charges, and, aided by 


improved works costa, the net deficit on the year has been reducec 
to 2:2 per cent. on the capital as compared with 41 per cent. in th 
preceding and first year of operation. 

The prices charged are :—For private lighting, 44d. per B.T.U. 
power 244. to 13d. per unit. 

Mr. W. A. Vignoles is the borough electrical engineer. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 81st— 1923. 1908, Increas 
Total capital expended... .. £57,874 £71,288 E13, 371 
Number of units sold — 

Traction ... -— 90,492 372,114 281,62 
Publiclightiog ... .. 88,012 95,702 7,69 
Private lighting .. .. 113,590 185 622 72,03 


Total units sold . T 
Equivalent number of 8-0 P. lamps 


*. 292,094 653,438 361,34 


connected 13,061 21,334 8,27. 
Horse-power of motors connected 14 45 3 
Maximum load in kilowatts бае 392 508 11 

Revenue account — 
Gross revenue s .. £7,387 
Gross expenditure eae .. £4,089 
Gross profit Ses £3,298 
Average price per unit obtained 
from public lighting ... .. 384d. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. 
For year ending March 81st, 1908. Gross. Per uni 
Sale of energy ies £7,209 2˙64d 
Rental of meters and profit on eale of lamps, & & 118 044. 
Sundries i T 60 024. 
Gross revenue .. £7,387 2-704. 
Совт оғ PRODUCTION. 
Gross. Per unit 
Coal and other fuel i ... £1,654 57d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores г 112 Otd. 
Salaries and wages incurred in generation and 
distribution 752 28d. 


Repairs and maintenance of ‘buildings and 


machinery - 385 10d 
Total works and distribution cost .. £2,703 99d 
Attendance and repair of public lamps... ‘ee 275 10d. 
Rent, rates and tages 312 12d 
Management expenses, salaries of engineers 
department and clerical staff 456 16d 
General establishment charges, printing, sta- 
tionery, insurance, & aa 948 - 104 
Total works costs ..  £4,089 147d 
Prorit STATEMENT. 
Interest'on!loans  ... ws $us 5% .. 42,873 
Sinking, fund. ids eas we 1,826 
Provision for bad debts — ... T x DT 1430 
Credit balance from last тет - ies $us 1—10 
Nett deficit ee А5 e —1,421 
Gross profit AT "7 ... £3,298 


During the year extensions of plant have brought about increase 
financial charges, and in meeting these and providing for bad deb 
a deficiency of £1,421 arises—which is, however, a great improv 
ment on the previous year. 
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CITY NOTES. 


Metropolitan District Railway Co. 


TRR half-yearly meeting of the proprietors of this company was 
held on 6th inst, at the Westminster Palace Hotel, Mr. R. W. 
Perks, M.P., presiding. 

The CHAIBMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said 
there was a slight falling off in the receipts, notwithstanding tbat 
they had carried over 3 million more passengers. The work of 
electrification upon the railway was progressing very rapidly. He 
had a report from Mr. Chapman, their electrical engineer, who was 
engaged on the work, stating that there were at present about 1,000 
men employed on that important work. He had 600 men engaged 
continuously in laying the conductor rails, carrying the ducte under 
the platfurms, and doing the general construction work, which had 
already been completed во far as the Ealing and Harrow line was 
concerned. He doubted whether the majority of those wno 
travelled on the railway were aware that there was such an 
enormous army of workmen constantly at work in the trans- 
formation of the railway from steam to electricity. The work had 
to be done under very extraordinary conditions, and mainly 
at night, which largely retarded the progress which would other- 
wise bo made. The generating station at Lot's Road, Chelsea, was 
already carried up to a great height, and about 70 to 75 tons of 
steel was being erected every day when it was fine. One of the chimneys 
was already 75 ft. above the basement level. About four-fifths of the 
ducts from Chelsea to Earl's Court—in all about 40 miles—had 
already been fixed. As the proprietors were aware, the payment 
fur the electrification work was to be made very largely in the 
unprotected stocks of the company. The electrical company had 
already taken half a million’s worth of ordinary stock at 25, which 
was the price they originally agreed to place that lot with them, and 
they would have to take the next lot—£485,000—at 35. They would 
then be entitled to the debentures in respect to those two stocks, 
viz., £166,000 4 per cent. debentures, which they would take at par; 
and £180,000, or thereabouts, of further debentures, which they 
_would take at the same price. Under their Bill of this session they 
had got power from Parliament to issue £900,000 additional capital, 
and they had agreed to issue £600,000 of that to the electrical 
company as a second preference stock at the price of 65. He gave 
& pledge two years’ ago to the proprietors that nothing should be 
done to jeopardise the condition of the guaranteed or preference 
proprietors, and it showed the faith which the Underground Electric 
Co. had in the ultimate success of the District Co., that they had 
consented to accept so large a portion of the money that 
was to be paid them for the electrical equipment of the rail- 
way in ordinary and second preference stocks. The Ealing 
and Harrow line was being run electrically with a service of 
four electric trains, and it already showed as satisfactory returns 
as their original Ealing and Fulham line showed when it had been 
established a similar time. At present passengers had to get ont of the 
electric trains at Mill Hill Park and change into the steam trains. 
On the Whitechapel and Bow line they had done an enormous 
business both in the morning and evening, but at present they could 
not get a sufficient number of trains through to the Tilbury line to 
give them an adequate return upon the capital employed in the 
Whitechapel and Bow Railway. The Tilbury Co. were widening 
their line down to Barkiug, and as soon as that waa completed they 
would be able to give a five minutes’ electrical service to East Ham. 
Under the new system cf electrification they would be able to 
enormously increase the number of trains run. He was told 
that on the American electric railways in the vicinity of 
New York there were run with perfect safety as many as 40 to 50 
trams in the hour, and he did not see any reason whatever, if the 
Board of Trade sanctioned their automatic electric signalling 
apparatus, why they should nut do the same. Their electrical 
engineer proposed to run five minutes’ services from Wimbledon, 
Richmond, Hounslow, Ealing and Harrow. The Metropolitan Co. 
were urging them to increase the number of trains on 
the inner circle. At present they were running six per hour, 
and they might increase them to 10. But the tendency now was 
for the circular traffic to decrease, and they would be wisely advised 
in regarding the railway more as an east to west line than as a 
circular route. The rolling stock tbat had been ordered would pro- 
vide a carrying capacity of from 100 to 120 millions of passengers 
perannom. The directors were giving very careful attention to the 
subject of fares, and it might be necessary for them to ask Parlia- 
meut to allow them to institute over the whole railway a 2d. fare 
for rich and poor alike, irrespective of the hour of booking. 
England was the only country, where railways were compelied to 
carry workmen at special fares. On their railway they carried 
between 45 and 50 million passengers per year, and it mus. be borne 
in mind that the 10 or 11 million workmen whom they carried at 
abnormally low rates were practically Ьеі р carried at the expense 
of the other 80 per cent. of the travellers. A 2d. fare for anybody 
at any time was a democratic sort of proposition which ought to 
commend itself to Parliament and to the London County Council. 

Mr. L. Н. Isaacs seconded the motion, and the report was 
adopted. 


Waterloo and City Railway Co. 


Tux half-yearly meeting of the shareholders of this company was 
held on 6th inst. at Waterloo Station, Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. 
H. W. Campbell presiding. 


The Снатвмам, in proposing the adoption of the report, said 
there was nothing which called for much comment that had occurred 
during the half-year. The traffic had been greater than in the 
corresponding haif-year of 1902, although less than in the inter- 
mediate half-year ending last December. They carried 41,739 more 
passengers than in the corresponding half-year, and the season 
ticket-holders had increased by 47. The receipts from passengers, 
after deducting Government duty, was more by £222. On the other 
side, the working expenses had increased by £307, and were at the 
rate of 46 per cent. as against 44°84 per cent. in the Juue half of 
last year. General charges were less by £47, and they 
carried to tbe net revenue account a balance of £9,088. 
Upon looking at that account they saw there was enough to paya 
dividend at 3) per ceut. on the ordinary stock but not quite enough 
to pay 3¢; but they had in reserve a sum of £1,800, which was a 
profit made on the sale of Console (parliamentary deposit), and 
they thought it advisable to take £300 of that and place it to the 
credit of the net revenue account. This, after providing 
fur prior charges, left £8,945 available for dividends. A 
dividend at 33 per cent. per annum absorbed £8,775, and left 
4170 to be carried forward. This was the dividend which they now 
proposed, and he hoped they would consider it satisfactory. 
Having once paid 33 they wanted to do it again, or better, if pos- 
sible. The line was doing well, and the trains ran with great regu- 
larity, there being very few failures. They would like to see the 
traffic increase, and, perhaps, it might, but at present the working 
company ran as many trains as they could. If the storage acoom- 
modation for trains was iucreased, they might be able to run more 
trains, and they would, perhaps, see tnis carried out in the near future. 
Their traffic depended largely on the weather, a wet or dull day 
bringing more people on to the line than in fine weather. In that 
respect it was the very opposite of the overhead railways. 

Bir ALGERNON WEST seconded the motion and the report was 
adopted. | 


The Lancashire Electric Power Co. 


Mr. F. E. GRIPPER, chairman of the Lancashire Electric Power Co., 
at the ordinary meeting of the shareholders, held in London on the 
8th inst., said that. the company having now raised the nece 

capital for the equipment of their first station, which would be 
situated near Radciitte, a contract had been entered into with the 
Lancashire Power Construction Co., Ltd., to carry out the whole of 
the work, fora plant with a total generating capacity of 6,000 Kw., 
with sub-statious and 60 miles of mains and cables, and as the local 
authorities with whom they had been negotiating were anxious fur 
& supply of electricity in bulk, every cffurt waa being made to 
expedite the work of construction. By the end of 1904 or early in 
1905, they expected to be in a position to afford such a supply. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Co. 


TER half-yearly meeting of the Liverpool Overhead Railway Co. 
was held on Tuesday, llth inst, at the Law Association Rooms, 
Liverpool, Sir Wm. Forwood, chairman of the company, presiaing. 
The report showed that the number of passengers carried durin 
the haif-y«ar compared with the corresponding half-year of 1902 18 
as follows :— First class (1902) 656 756, (1903) 759,180; second class 
(including tramways, 1902) 2,-66.690, (1903) 3,334,703; workmen 
(special returo tickets, 1907) 1.402, 9,6; (1903) 1,420,116; total, 
1902, 5,026 422; 1903, 5,514,089. Receipts from Passenger traffic 
amount to £40,858 13e.; miscellaneous receipts and interest, £805 
133 — £41,664 бы; less working expenses, £32,005 8з. 9d.; deduct 
interest on mortgage debentures, £3,800; add balance brought 
forward December 31st, 1902, £4,013 8з. 7d.; less available for 
dividend, £9,872 5s. 104. 

Tne ChHalnuax, in moving the adoption of the report, said it was 
extremely gratifying to come before the shareholders with such an 
encouraging report. It was perhaps not quite as good as they 
would like, but it indicated that they had turned the corner, and 
migbt reasonably look forward to further improvements, It 
strongly showed that they were justified in expeuding capital upon 
accelerating the service. Besides beariug satisfactory resulte to the 
shareholders, it had been greatly appreciated by the public. The 
traílic for the past half-year numbered 5,514,089 persons as com- 
pared with 5,026,422 in tue corresponding period cf last year, thus 
showing an improvement, in round figures, of half a million. The 
had carried 759,180 tirst-class passengers as against 656,756, and 
the receipts were £41 549 as compared with £37,833, an increase of 
£3,636. But in order to earn that increase they had had to spend 
more money in coal, stores, &c. because an accelerated 
service meant using greater power. The increase in expen- 
diture amounted to £2,716, but in that suni there was included £500 
as a sinking fund for the company’s tramways. Tnere was a 
net ivcreate in traffic of £1 559, which was 9 per cent.of the new 
capital invested fur tue purpose of acceleration. They had now placed 
the company їп a much stronger position, and they had certainly 
conferred a great boon upon the trade of the port. Assuming that 
each passenger who spent 10 minutes on the railway earned 5s. per 
day, ue found that the saving in time to the public amounted to 
£20,000 per annum. The amounts they had regularly put aside for 
renewals and sinking fund, now reached the substantial figure of 
£26,200. The revenue account for the half year was, from passenger 
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traffic, £40,858, and miscellaneous receipts, £681; a total of 
£41549; and the working expenses were £32,003. Out of the 
surplus the directors proposed to pay a dividend of 5 per cent. on 
the preference shares, and 1] per cent. on the ordinary shares, 
leaving £3,747 to be carried forward. During the half-year 
two Bills in which they were greatly interested had passed 
through [Parliament, and had received the Royal assent. 
The first enabled the Cheshire Lines Co. to make a line from 
St. Michacl’s to their railway at Herculaneum Dock Station. 
That would form a link with the Cheshire Lines Co., and through 
them with the outer belt of Liverpool. So far they had not made 
any definite arrangement, but willingness had been expressed on 
both sides to complete one. The other Bill was the Seaforth and 
Sefton Junction Railway, which would effect a junction between 
the Overhead Railway at Seaforth, and the Lancashire and York- 
shire Railway at Aintree, acd so bring about a connection with the 
Overhead Railway and Seaforth. It would thus be a most 
important link in the outside circle round Liverpool The greatest 
importance must be attached to these girdle railways. They had 
already arranged the working of the trains, upon terms to be nego- 
tiated, and he trusted that the agreement with the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway would be completed within the next two or 
three weeks. They would tben join with that system at their Sefton 
Station, and trains would be run through from Soutbport right on 
to the Overhead Railway system, and vice versd. The advantages 
of that link could not be over estimated. With regard to the structure 
and equipment of the railway, it was still well maintained, and 
they hoped shortly to have a five minutes’ service running through- 
out the day. All they now wanted was an increase of earnings, and 
he boped that would come with increased traftic. While they gave 
to shareholders £3,125, they had practically to pay the same amount 
for rates, and when they considered that the line was constructed 
more for the good of the port than for the shareholders, he did 


think that £6,000 a year for rates and taxes was most excessive. | 


Mr. HAROLD BROCKLEBANK seconded, and the motion was 
carried, as was also a proposition for the payment of the dividend 
mentioned by tbe chairman. 

Mr. WALTER WILSON asked if the attention cf the engineer had 
bcen drawn to the line north of the Alexandra Dock Station, where 
there was a double curve, which was traversed at such a speed that 
the oscillation frequently threw passengers out of their seats. He 
also thought it would be a great convenience if lifts could be intro- 
duced at the Pier Head and James Street Stations. 

Another SHAREHOLDER suggested that steps should be taken to 
get the rates reduced. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said the safety of the passengers was 
always the first consideration. The curve mentioned had quite 
recently been relaid, and it was absolutely safe. With regard to 
their rates, representations had been made, and tbey got a reduction 
last year. Answering a further question as to whether the Cheshire 
Lines Co. were likely to electrify part of their system, the chairman 
said in his opinion it was only a question of time when all great 

suburban railways would bave to be electrified. 
^ The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 


Electric Welding Co.—The annual meeting of the 
sharehclders of this company was held on 7th inst. at the offices, 28, 
'asinghall Street. We are unable to give a report of the proceed- 
ings, as our representative was refused admission, and & request 
for a copy of tbe directors’ report was also refused. 


Kent Electric Power Syndicate.—A meeting of the 
shareholders of this syndicate was held on 7th inst. at 7, St. Helen's 
Plaze, Bishopsgate Street. Our representative was informed that 
the proceedings were private. 


Harrow Electric Light and Power Co.— Mr. G. W. 
Spencer Hawes, M. I. E. E., of Westminster, has been elected a 
director of this company. 


The London United Tramways (1901), Ltd.—The 


directors of this company have declared an interim dividend of 
8 per cent. per annum on the £10 ordinary shares for the half year 
ended June 30th last. The dividend warrants will be posted on 
Friday, the 14th inst. 


Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway.—The report 
of the Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway Co. for the half-year 
erded June 30th last, to be submitted at the meeting on the 20th 
irst., states that total receipts for the half-year show an increase of 
461. Expenditure shows a net increase of £167, including £137 
for rebuilding a boundary wall, and £50 for repairs due to the great 
storm of February 26th. After providing for debenture interest 
there is a balance available of £837, out of which it is proposed 
that a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum be paid on the 
preference ehares, and that £300 be placed to reserve account, 
leaving £62 to be carried forward.— Financial Times. 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Co.—The 
report of the directors shows that the capital expenditure during 
the half-year ended June 30th last amounted to £143,513. The 
expenditure during the current six months is estimated at £250,000. 
The construction of the works has gone forward satisfactorily. A 
resolution will be proposed at the meeting, to confirm the forfeiture 
of certain shares upon which arrears of calls have not been paid. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening, 


FINANCIAL unrest in New York is the most prominent feature of the 
money markets, and the situation contains causes for anxiety that 
must affect almost every department of the Stock Exchange, 
While the main issues of the struggle are being fought out by the 
millionaire railrcad merchants of the United States, the echoes of 
the contest have a disquieting influence upon Consols, and throagh 
them upon all the investment departments. The magnates on the 
other side are being forced to realise big blocks of high-class 
securities in order to keep their financial positions at all liquid, and 
since they hold a good deal of sound British stocke, the stir of the 
strife will, perhaps, penetrate Capel Court still further if the 
impending catastrophe should fail to be averted. 


The Telegraph market, however, is maintaining its recent 
advances without any difficulty. Even Anglo-American Telegraph 
stocks did not move upon the publication of the Postmaster- 
General's Budget, which showed that the Government are willing 
to act as the agent of the Marconi Co. whenever the latter can 
satisfactorily establish its claim to be able to supply an effi-ient sere 
vice across the Atlantic. At one time, and that not so very long 
ago, such an announcement would have been greeted with dismay 
by telegraph stockholders, and ‘probably followed by heavy selling 
on behalf of small provincial investors, But the time of scares 
over wireless telegraphy has gone by, for the present at any rate, 
and the movements this week certainly do not speak of failing con- 
fidence. Anglo-American Deferred has fallen 4, but the other 
stocks of this group look on with composure at the nervousness in 
the general markets. Submarine Cables Trust certificates are up still 
further, notwithstanding the d¢bdvle in the Yankee market, the violent 
movements, of course, bringing welcome grist to the mills of the tele- 
graph companies. Alittle inquiry for Direct Spanish Preference 
helped to advance the price 10s. Amongst the Eastern Division, 
China Debenture has slipped back to its level of a fortnight ago; 
otherwise there is no change to report. The telephone section may 
be included in the latter clause, and business in the National 
issues has passed a decidedly slack week. 


The excellent report of the Waterloo and City Railway bas msde 
no difference to the price of the stock, and the only changes 
amongst electrical railway securities are a drooping of 2 per cent. 
in City and South London and of 1 percent. in Central London 
Deferred. This continued fall in the price of City Ordinary is 
having some effect upon tbe prior stocks, the three Preferences 
standing at 130, 1283 and 1263 in the order of their years of issue, 
all being ex dividend. City Debenture at 117$ compares with 
similar stock of the Central London at 1164, the difference being 
accounted for by the dates whereon interest is payable. The 
appalling disaster on the Paris Underground Railway is influencing 
all the Tube stocks, as well as Metropolitan Consolidated and 
District Ordinary, the prices of which last are dull at 854 and 344 
respectively. 

Electricity Supply shares are in quiet request, and the list pre- 
sents the usual firmners with slight improvements. City of London 
Ordinary shares, so far from being unfavourably influenced by the 
finding of the Hcuse of Lords in regard to the company’s claim 
against the Corporation, are 4 up, and the market is inclined to 
regard the decision as possessing no cspecial financial interest. 
After all, the progress being made by the chief electrical companies, 
as exemplified by their advancing dividends, is the best advertise- 
ment for such an investment market; although, of course, no sub- 
stantial advance can be expected while the world of finance con- 
tinues іп its present tremulous condition. Edmundsons' has har- 
dened 5s., upon what is understood to be the success of the issue of 
their latest baby; there is no fall to record in any part of this 
section. 


Thanks to the better feeling now prevalent in the Telegraph 
market, a rise of a sovereign makes itself noticeable in Telegraph 
Construction shares. Brush Preference have weakened again, and 
are back to 1} middle, the Second Debenture stock also shedding 
a couple of points. 


That hardening ofi British Electric Tractions, to which reference 
was made in our last notes, has produced an improvement of 1 in 
the price of the Ordinary, but the Preference are unchanged. A 
few orders made their appearance the other day in the British 
Columbia Electric Railway issues, and the Deferred is being dealt 
in about 73, while the Preferred Ordinary stands at 924. The 
report of the Metropolitan Electric Trams Co. was not warmly 
welcomed, and a seller of the Preference found himself unable to 
obtain more than 17s. Gd. for the shares. London United Tram- 
ways issues keep firm, and this market as a whole is easily up- 
holding its reputation for steadiness. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Present dern | Dividends for the last | „Ol 
АМЕ. or or Quotation otations 
Issue. N Sharo, three years. Аш. sth. ent 12h 
1000. 1901, | 1902. 
67,100 African Direct 4% Debs. oe эө oe ee ee 100 ee ee oe 98 —102 98 —103 
25,000 | Amazon Tel a Nos. 1 to 96,000 i SH M 10 и as га 94)— 84 94— 83 
119,700 Do. do. _ 5% Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,950 Red. à 100 Uh is 70 — 80 70 — 80 
188,840 | Anglo-American Tele „„ К Stock | 84 61s. 60/6 47 — 50 xd | 47 — 50 
8,105,580 | Do, do, 6% Pref. Se Stock | 6 6% 6% 92 — 94 xd 92—094 
% • pde o а ы us Mc Mon 
? e one e? ео ee Фә ee TM D 
1,841,200 Commercial Calle e UNE Deb, Stock вей, кар ok | à 2 e $ 192 — 85 192 — 65 
O. oe ee oe ee ee — — 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph . ae = ee ee ee ee 10 43% 4% 64% 7 — 8 1 — 8 
6,000 Do. 10% Pret. EV 10 28 : dd 17 — 18 17 — 18 
14.000 M ir we Ome Aq илы Бы ш аа 71— 87 
80,000 : do. 4 Debs. es. 5% » f » 97 —101 97 —101 9, 
60,7101 Direct U. United States Cable 90 8195 | 8% | 3% 10 — 10j 10 — 10} 
87,800 | Direct West India Cable, гче. Deb., within Nos, 1 to 1,900, Red. 100 z "i ER 99 —102 93 —101 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord "LS Stock | 7% | 7% | 7% | 198 —183 198 —188 
1,955,565 Do. 84 % Pre Stock ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee — 92 89 — 92 
1,534,645 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . eS 0 5  .. | SHOCK ке e v 105 —108 105 —108 
800,000 | Eastern 5 4 and China Telegraph s 8 10 1% 1% 1% 12 1055 xd 2 m T 
800,000 | Eastern & South Atrican Tele., 4% M „рь, Nos. 1 $0 8,000, red. 1900 | 100 2: € к 98 —1C1 xd | 100 —108 
300,000 | ро ао. Reg. Mort. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to to 8,000 $5 » 1 ч 00 —108 100 —108 
180,227 Globe Telegreph and ee ee ee 10 5196 5196 ee y xd 9 — 91 
180,043 Do. do. 6 % Pret. т ae ӨН 10 ge 22 "i 123— 18} xd 199— 1 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, 10 159% [15% | 124% 29 — 22 — 93 
62,5001 { Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 96 lst шы 100 As ee et 99 —102 99 —102 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph „ 05. .œ | 25 |10% |10% | 10% 85 — 89 85 — 89 
100,000; | London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 * Бем, .. 100 we ка » 100 —104 100 —104 
1 National Telep $ Pref. oe ee ee ee ee 100 b 96 b 96 6 ы 100 —102 xd 100 —102 
1,966,667 Do. О» Det. Btock es ee өө * ee ee ee 100 ee ee 44 С 79 — 81 xd 79 — 81 
15, Do. do. 6 V Cum. lst Pref. .. Vs 2 6 a 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 xd 18 — 14 
2,350000 | Do. — da. 64 um ind Ard. rot % oL $1649 64 5 | эс мы e's 
on-oum. . Ф. ee ee Tra ==, 
000,0002 | Do. do. 84 % Deb. Stock Red. : S00. | Stock 3 84 84 96 — 98 96 — 
600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. e eee | 10 4 4 4 101 —108 101 —108 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone = Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, full Е 1 6 6 6 gt 10 "m 44 
100,000 Pacific and European Tel. 4 96 Guar. Debs., 1 to 1, Ko. oa 100 ld ii — A 10, 
11,880 8 ee ee ee ee ee ә» ee ee es 
8,808 | Submarine Cables Trust 29 - T А .. | Cert, s: va $a 118 —118 116 —121 
5020 Unites Hiver Plate Telephone | : ? io sis р 7% | 79$ | 7 ; A s- A 
179,9471 Do. do. 2 бв. n % шу . [Stock |... D .. | 104 —107 104 —107 
Weet African Telegraph, lites 10 we 22 2 - 5 — 6 65 — 6 
150,0003 West Coast of 1 by Bras. Sub, Tel, | 100 T Şi oe 95 — 98 95 — 98 
967,980 | Western T b, Ltd, Nos.110901980 — .. .. .. „| 10 | 1% | 1% 12 — 124 12 — 124 
76,0001 Do. 8 — 2nd series, 1906 ..  ..  ..| 100 Vs a 100 —103 100 —108 
831 West India and Paadi Tei RS un AU А 10 ix T o é т 
6 egra ee е ee s a 
84,568 Do. do, do. 6 1st Pref. ee 10 ee 1 d- 7 
4,009 Do. do. do. : Oum. 2nd Pref. is 10 T T T 4— 5 4— 5 
80,0001 do. do. Debs, Nos. 1 to 1, 80 100 "i es » 98 —101 98 —101 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. "ETE 10 2, ss "S 8 — 4 8 — 4 
800,000: Do. do. 5 Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red. P EOS " Btock T Че a "т — 8 7 — 83 
, вяць БОП] de |9% jo sk | EE 
600,000 | Do. d 6% Cum. esas ad bat. Btock c.g | Stock | . e м —195 123 —195 
60,000 | Do. do. us, Ist Mort. om. Debs Red... . ..| 100 a Е n 102 —106 102 —106 
tt, Lindley & Oo., ee ee ee ee 21 8 Nil ec b. i 1 pp» 
&0,000 |€ Do. do. a. nu o. 21 6 6 " 14/6 to 1 4/6 to 
105,781 Brush Electrical eering, Ord., 1 to 106,781 .. > ы 3 5 | 352 m il 1— if 
е о ee ee * — 
125,0001 Do. do. Perp. Deb. Stock . os £e | Stock "s Vs "M —102 99 —103 
125,0002 Do. do. Perp. ind Deb, Stock Btock Kn XN Eo 87 — 93 85 — 90 
40,000 Do. do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. . ee 5 ee ees as mm 1 
90,0001 Do. do. do. 4} HT ME мо Deb. Btock Red. ee Btock ee ee ese 106 — 110 106 —110 
1,960,014 Central London Railway, Ord. 8 ee ee Stock ee 4 4 103 —106 108 —106 
494,008 Do. do. 4 525. Prot Stock. ee ee eo Stock oe 4 4 109 —106 102 —106 
494,998 Do. do. Pw M uk сэз Stock Ж 4 4 105 —108 104 —107 
City and Bonth London Raiiwa ray as a - sa 9 .. Stock ae 2 8} — 65 61 — 63 
86,000 | Crompton & Oo., Мов. 1 to 85, 8 8 1 : 2— 9j 2— 9 
100,000: | { Do 6 in Mon. R | Debs. 1 te 900 of £100, nd!!! 8 Hi . | 101 —105 101 —105 
99,961 | Edison & Swan United Eieo’ hie "ye shares, £8 to 99 b Nil ee 0 — 0 — 
17,189 Do. de Put A праге | 24 M zu ЖИ aid мі | .. 14— о} 1 
844,028] Do. do. 48 100 еә ee ee т == 15 71 тт 15 
100,000! Do. do. 5% and b. Btook Prov. Gerta, all pa 100 са e i 15 — 80 15 — 80 
112,100 E . J Ga . 2 6% | 6% 6 a 18 il- 11 
81,880 DS Cum. Pref. 1 #0 81,900 ee @e 2 еэ ee ee 8 8 
82 5004 455 Perp. 1st Mort. Beh 8 Book ` . Stock Е = 99 —102 99 —102 
95,000 General Electric Go, ), 5 % Cum. Pref. RED 10 5% | 5% | 5% 94— 10 94— 10 
200,000 4 Mort. Deb. ee oe Фе ee Stock se Ext es 99 —102 99 — 102 
85,000 непу (W. 7 ) unn orks, "Ou UE sá р # 20% |W% 14 — 15 m - 15 
48,050 Do А до, : 2 Deb. Stock Block x T B je e 1 
Оо a ais : do, еч 9 1st Mort, Deb. 100 муу x 100 —108 ш —108 
10000 4 Do. do. Prei. #i0 pee... 0 zi ak 104— 11 104— 11 
81,860 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance 19 11% | 0% 20 % 82 — 85 83 — 86 
150,0001 do. 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 to71,500 Red. 1900 100 Fi $e Ps 100 —108 100 —109 
640,000} | Waterloo & City:Railway,:Ord, Stock (i. “wen We Ma 100 896 | 896 | 3% 97 --100 97 —100 


t Quotations on Liverpool Stocis Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


4 From Manchester Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 


National Miectrie Free Wiring, 1—0. 
Bank rate of discount 8 per cent. June 18, 1908). 


id. 


11 


Eh 


1834 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Present Dividends for the Ol Е 
NAME, or Quotations Quotations 
issue. Share. last three years. Aug. 5th. Aug. 12th. 
1 1900. 1901. 1902 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... 5% ss 1 9 ЖА s á 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe, .. | 100 s $. 18 —121 118 —121 
20,000 | Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 90,000 5 6% 8% 8% 1 11} ай 112 
20,000 Do. do. 1 % Cum. Pret. ге 5 ex ] 195 1 1 
50,000 Старше Сова and Strand Electricity Supply | e b 9% 110% |10% 9 — 9— 9 
70,000 do. do. Cum. Pref. as 5 A A FN 6 
40,000 Do: do. “ City Undertaking "’ Cum. Pre. 6 m 2 ex b b 
prete SR 3 N ae 16 % рер: D Btock Red. .. se se T 9 six, 1% jx. 105 — 06 юа 
, e eotri y upp у, ee oe ee 4 — — 
150, 000 do. % Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ое Stock ee ee ee 107 —110 107 —110 
70,695 | City of London Electric Light ting, Ord. 40,001—110, 595 ` T ss 10 0 5 96 5% 104— 11 10ў— 114 
40,000 Do. o Cum. Pref., 1 to 40, „ Уч» 10 6 M z 13 — 14 18 — 14 
400,0002 Do. Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid . Sa es om "M а ; 121 —126 191 —126 
800,000 Do. A Фа Deb. Stock, v. Certs., all paid .. e 100 is si ss 102 —105 102 —105 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Elsotrlo LI hting, oa 1—40,000. . 10 4 96 4 96 4% 8— 9 8 — 9 
20, 000 Do. do. do. 6 96 Pref., 40, 001— 80, 000. 10 vs M " 114— 123 114— 124 
nsns a d Соры сы е ы 
mun 's Electric Corporation, RA - ES 
80,000 Do: йс. 6 Com. Pref. ve ae ee ae ee ee 6 — 51 6 — 64 
41,000 K ingia ак ighiabriäge El 508 in Mort. Deb. Stock . 10 129, 10 * | 10% 031—104 110 — 13 
E ens n and Kn eo 88 
90, 000 do. 4 275 Debenture Btock ә ө " Stock ee ee ee 103 —106 108 —106 
110,000 London È Electric ay Corporation, Limited, Ord. .. - 8 “> ош s 2— 924 2 — 
49,940 Do. dc. do. 6 96 Pref. 5 . ә = б ee 54— 6 53— 6 
TEE E Et а зары ЩЕ Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red Be | e 6% | 1% 119 — 183 а 188 
, e po есь. арр у, ee ee oe 
220,000: Do. do. 1 st "Mort. Deb. Stock ео ee . ee oe ee 108 —112 108 —112 
950,000: Ix do. Mort. Deb. Btock Bet ee “ee Stock ee ee . „* 97 —100 97 —100 
‚10,859 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting s EN ә 10 1 g 6 6 13 — 14 13 — 14 
40,000 | St. James’ and Fall Mall Electric Light, Ord. " 6 144 143 1 154— 164ха 153— 164 
,000 Do. do. do. 1 Pret. 20,081 to 40,080 5 ES а e 8 — 9 xd 8 — 9 xd 
150,000 Do. do. do. 84 Stock Red 100 МЕ i М 98 —101 98 —101 
12,000 Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord. ee ee ee eo ee b ee oe 81— 3 — 3 
66,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord. .. i - - ix b $i "T 1 31— 4 — 4 
80,000 Urban шен Supply, ee eo oe ee ә 0 ев 6 oe ee ee Б — Б — 
110,600 | Westminster Electrio Bui x Е ке de Н 10496 | 104% 12 % 124 — а 134-1 
, r 0 upp у, e oe eo eo eo eo — X 24 — 0 
28,141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee Б ee o7 ee 6 — 6 — 
* Bubject t« to F Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, August 12th. 
Latest Week's | Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS, Г? Price. Inc. or Dec. METALS, &c. (continued). Price Inc. or Dec 
a Acid, Hydrochloric T . per cwt, 5/- | oe | | g Copper Sheet os - .. per ton £71 
a „ Nitric.. а P S per cwt. 22/- g = Rod.. ,. per ton £71 
а „ Oxalic.. л "p .. per cwt. 82J- ә e „ (Elec trolytic) Bars .. рег ton £64 
а „ Sulphuric .. T .. per cwt. 5/6 * | е * i Sheets .. per ton £74 
a Ammoniac, Sal v» .. рег cwt. 42/- e 2 * Rod .. per ton 466 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. рег ton £88 10 е pE x H.C, Wire per Ib. "id. 
a 52 ary .. per ton | £30 f Ebonite Rod 50 oa .. per lb. | 3,8 
a Bleaching powder v» P .. per ton £4 10 f * Sheet 4 * .. per lb. 8/- 
а Bisulphide of Carbo s .. per ton £15 n German Silver Wire + .. per lb. 1/6 
a Borax. : а .. per ton £13 h Gutta-percha fine .. * .. per lb. 8/- 
a Benzole (90 % és s .. per gal. 7/- h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 3/11 to 4/03 
a j (50/90 "T ке 2s .. per gal. 5/6 i Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. .. рег ton £18 — 
a Copper Sulphate .. aa .. per ton £19 i „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 16/5 6d. dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate * ds .. per ton £24 i „ Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 
a „ White Sugar T .. рег ton £81 i , Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50j- 
„ Peroxide "m T .. рег ton £27 10 4 ,, Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton £9 15 
a Methylated Spirit . . per gal, 2,6 3 кее o6 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% at 160° С), per gal, 5/6 g Lead, English Ingot T .. рег ton £11 12 6 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. | 8d. g i, Sheet - .. per ton £11 15 
a * Caustic (75/80%). . .. per ton £24 т Manganin Wire No. 28 .. "M I XA 8/- .. 
а к Bisulphate i .. per ton #85 T g Mercury А per bot. £8 10 0 2/6 dec. 
a Shellac — ox .. per cwt. 150/- 14/- ine. d Mica (in original cases) small . per lb, 4d. to 1/6 | . 
a Sulphate ої Magnes: ae .. per ton £4 10 d us » 5 medium per lb. 2/6 to 3,9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers . рег ton | £6 5 d „ large per Io. 4j- to 7/9 
a эз Recovered T .. per ton £5 10 pP hosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/- to 1/24 
a " Lump .. рег ton £5 p » rolled bars & rods per Ib. 1/1 to 1/4 és 
a Boda. Caustic (white 70 9 6) .. per ton £10 15 p " ре sheet per lb. From 1/2 Е" 
а „ Crystals .. рег ton £8 o Platinum ў per ов. | £4 . 
a „  hichromate, ‘casks. . .. per lb, 24d. р Silicium Bronze Wi INE э per lb. 104. to 1/- 
i Bteei, Magnet, acc'd'g to desc p n per ton £58 
METALS, &c. e is іп bars $5 y to £40 
| rm; £ 28 to 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 g Tin, Block .. " sg per ton | £129 | 
b $$ Wire, in ton lots .. рег ton £168 gU. WOM гг $5 .. per lb. 1/8 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton | #166 n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. .. per lb. 1/7 
p Babbitt’s metal ingots .. per ton £43 to £145 A p White Anti-fric tion Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12") basis per lb. 63d. + | “White Ant" brand .. per ton £12 to £65 А 
€ ,, Tube (brazed) "T .. per lb. 84d. j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on sp "18 per lb. 73d. è 
@ 0 » (solid drawn).. ,. per lb. Tad. j „ 6 lea. Flax.. > . per lb. 5а. T 
€ „ Wire, basis.. is .. per lb. 7d. j „ 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. 4 ad. - 
с Copper Tubes (brazed) .. sa Der b. 9d. j 2: 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 4&d. ° 
с » (solid drawn) .. per lb. 91d. j А 180 lbs. Jute rove per ton #11 Р 
g Coppe r Bars (best selected .. рег ton £71 Ф k Zinc, Sh’t (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton £2315 
quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Lta.; с ‘Lhos. Bolton & WONS., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons. ; - ‚ Prederiok 


Smith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & & shakspeare; ^ Edward Jill & Co.; i Bolling & Lewe; 3 W. H. Hindley & Co. 
k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston & Sons o Johnson, Hane & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronze Co.,Ltd, 


| ELECTRIC |. ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIO RECEIP1 AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


; Receipts for Mie Week | Receipts о: Miles 
Locality. | anding | the week. Total to date. 1 tees cc. , PERE | шю» | Mier | | aoa. , ЧИШ Locality. ending | the week | Total to date. open. 
£* 2 #&* | * £* E £* | e 
Aberdeen .. .. Aus. 8 1,878 +140 | 18,000 + 1.496 10 — ё (South Staffordshire . July 31 | 913 +241 15.7 + 32200. 219 —{ 
ташыш. ee oe [I] 5 е Ted 161, 685 + 7,€82 103 — ed S Taunton ee ee • 77 2 | ps + "e uei T E +13 
u ee ee 97 EM — = union .. ee es L] lama 
ИЕ СИ ИЙ te) d ETE IE SERE E n 
ackpool .. ug. m + == 68 super are.. == — 
eee. Aea | cat) e ЕС ЧЕЧ К eee 
п ec es r] F + 1 + — re am — е — — : — 
Bradford ..  ..  ..| » 10 4,852 71070 419,735 | 4L. |+4 | Yorks. Woollen Dist.. | „, 31| 658 | — 7,218; — 6 — 
Brighton .. .. ы 9| 1,772 | +284 | 81,6 619 — 63 — 3 Cardiff Aug. 8 9,506 | +470 | 97,922| 12.816 14 | — 
Bristol a ws ee „ 7 | 6618 | +330 — 98 |— | d | Chatham & District Co. July 80 617 | + 96 | 15,142 7 11,8614 мм — 
Burnley . , 902 | 4198 | — — 7 | — É Dover e e |Ang. 8 342 | — 19 6.856 ＋ 114] 8 — 
vo nport [] 6 + 28 1,8281 + 4 1 5 o Bast Ham oe oe ee е * дә mn um + 
_Dudley—Stourbridge..| „, 81| 909 | +116 24,387 + 2,498 — |$ |Glsgow . .. „ 8 | 18,097 | +271 | 188,606 | £15,906 | 86 +20 
& Gateshead „ Bl] 940 86 25,855 | + 4213 10 |+ 3| „ Hull. „ 8 | 2,097 | —310 34,738 + 1,706 11 +1 
q Gravesend Northfest wal art on 361 sp i Fe щш TEE о ^^” 2 2500 | +389 19.00 — 187 10 — 
E Hartlepool . „| B20 9| тав 4 49 sa 2 Leda o l| x 8 % 4543 | 108,768 + 6477 * o 
k. Kiddermin ster. „„ 31 142 — 3 3,91|4 205 — | &|Liverpol .. ). » 1 10,700 — 50 | 807,x66 | 711,081 101 +34 
$ Merthyr es ee ee ee 81 199 + 11 ‚907 — 980 8 TZ Manchester ee ee 99 8 | 18,149 + 7283 224,836 + 146,042 72 : PRS 
2 Middleeon — .. . „ 31 8372 | + M4| 9617|+ 1,078| 8% — 1 Newoastle .. .. ..| o» В | 8746 | 4627| — — 1 le 
ИРЕ Е АЕ e 
oe ee ee , — u am n es е. , y == =. 
E Potteries we e| 81 1,658 | 4181 46,804 | + 2,784 oat | — Sunderland . „ 2 1646 | + (8 22,177 4 7 av 7 
Rothesay.. ee os » 31 866 | +121 4,160 | + 1,71 23 | — Central London Railway „ 8) 6.116 | —744 | 38.952 — 49| 6 | — 
аа а аа а. EG КОЕ са als a g) 
DENM Grad | Liverpool Overhead Ry. „ 9| 1,961 | +164 | 10,81 + 667| e 
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THE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF THE 
SMALL ELECTRIC MOTOR. 


A WELL-ILLUSTBATED series of articles by F. M. Kimball, has 
been running through the last four numbers of the Engineering 
Magazine, To the electrical engineer tbe chief interest lies iu the 
pictures, which are reproductions of photographs from actual 
examples of motor-driven machinery. 

Many of the applications shown are well known to everyone who 
bas had much experience with motor driving, bnt some possess 
features of novelty and suggestiveness. Machine tools figure 
largely among tbe examples chosen—lathes, boring, and drilling 
machines and shapers forming a not inconsiderable portion. As 
regards the powers taken by such machines, the author points out 
that this must vary largely with the class of work done, and the 
following list is given to represent the powers required under 
average conditione. If heavy tools and air-hardened steels are 
- used, and production pushed to the limit of the tools, from three to 
four times these powers may be required. 


Lathes 22 to 24 in. require а 2-H. y. motor. 
» 90 to 36 in. 4 J-HP. „ 
„„ 48 to 54 ір. ii 5-H.P. ., 
„ 60 to 72 ір. M 7$ HP. „ 
Boring mille, 48 in. swing » 5-H.P. „ 
» 72 in. ” ” 74-8 Р. „ 
" 96in. ,, a 10-HP. ,, 
» 16 ft. „ i 15-H. . „ 
Planers, single head, 26 by 26 „ — 5HP. „ 


„ double head, 30 by 30 
Е A ? 36 by 36 } T 10-R P. ,)» 
| л 48 by 48 
В „ 6a by 54 j „ 
ac 60 by 60 " 20-H.P. „ 
Drill preeses, 22 5 } require а 2-H.P. motor. 
» ” * 
à в 2 "€ „ 2 3-H. . „ 
in. 
„оп Gm] н ABER n 


An Ingersoll-Sergeant compressor is shown driven by a motor 
through spur gearing. The compressor is double acting, and bas 
two heavy fly-wheels, one of which is toothed to gear with the 
motor pinion. With sufficient fly-wheel storage, this forms a 
satisfactory method of driving, bnt not otherwise, as the strains are 
too severe on the gear and the motor. 

The illustration of chain-hoist drive is interesting. Here the 
motor and controller are fixed to the same carriage as is the chain 
pulley block, which it drives through spur and worm gearing. A 
solenoid brake pulley is carried on the outer end of the motor 
spindle. The operations of starting and reversing are effected by 
hanging ropes. 

A very neat and oe arrangement is shown in connection 
with the driving of a shaper. The arrangement is equally appli- 
cable to a lathe or any tool driven by a stepped cone. A 2-H P motor 
running at 1,200 r.p.m. is back-geared by means of a spur wheel and 
pinion with a 5 to 1 ratio. The end of the second motion-shaft carries 
a four-step cone, and the whole thing being self-contained is 
inverted and fixed to the ceiling above the machine tool, which it 
drives by means of a belt. The driving of wood-working machinery 
claims four illustrations, but nothing exceptional is shown; the 
powers given for average work may, however, be interesting :— 


A direct connected busz planer, running at 
4,000 r.p.m, requires a " vies m 
A 24-in. cylinder planer, running at 3,725 rpm., 
will require for dry stock ss гав es 
And for unseasoned rough lumber... an pet 
Irregular double header moulders require per 
h S 


5 H.P. motor. 


à 
15 н 


T sse T 825 mo iss 14 to 24 E. p. 
A four-sided sticking machine, of average size ... 10 НР. 


An 8-in. circular rip saw, on heavy work... 13 to 2 Н.Р. 
A 12-in. cut-off cr rip saw ... see 905 .. 3 fl. P. 
An 18-in. й © jus 828 .. 5 Н.Р. 
An ordinary band saw will require a . 22 HP. 
An ordinary jig saw will require ... Ре .. 1 . . 
The above figures assume the machines to be in good condition and 
adjustment. 


Several illustrations of motor-driven printing machinery, includ- 
ing linoty pes, are shown, also shipyara machinery, fans, & o. One 
very interesting photo is of а 3-H р. slow speed motor, mounted and 

to a 50-in. sluice valve. Tne advantages of operating large 
hydraulic or gas valves from а distance are great. А 50-in. valve 
will take five or six men 20 minutes to open or close it, to say 
nothing of the time required to get to the spot in an emergency. 
An electric motor will do the same work in less than three minutes. 

The author goes fully and clearly into tbe technical and com- 
mercial problems involved, and the articles will be of value to 
machinery users generally. 


MECHANICAL DRAUGHT. 


MECHANICAL draught appears to be making greater progress in 
America than it does here. A very useful payer on the subject by 
Mr. Still, of Detroit, appears in the Journal of the Metern Society of 


Engineers. He starts ont with a statement of the three chief factors 
which control the economy of the fan draught :— 


l. Less air is required per pound of coal, 
2. Cheaper coal can be used. 
3. Less heat is required to produce the draught. 


Ав regards the first of these factors, there is the fact that ordinary 
draught requires usually a ratio of air and coal, of 24: 1, whereas 
fan draught will enable the ratio to be reduced to 18 : 1, thus 
securing a direct saving of the heat that would otherwise be carried 
off in the extra 6 lbs. | 

No. 2 factor is well known as represented at times by a reduction 
of the cost of coal by one balf, as to which, however, it must not be 
forgotten that as mechanical draught installations increase in 
number the cost of cheap coal will approach more closely than 
it now does to the cost of better coal, coal being cheap because 
it is small and often dirty, rather than because its calorific capacity 
18 80 abnormally low. 

The third factor is pretty clearly established. If a fire hasa 
temperature of 2,460" and the chimney temperature is 460°, then 
one-sixth the fuel has gone to produce dravght. Chimney tem- 
peratures are often 500°, and even over 600° To drive a fan 
requires not 16 per cent. of the heat produced, but only about 1 
per cent., so that if a comparatively small reduction can be made in 
1 temperature, there will be heat enough saved to drive 

e fan. | 

But all these factors must stand lower at times (han a fourth, to 
wit, the ability to make such draught as is needed. Fog or bad 
direction of wind combined occasionally with an extra demand for 
power, may all be met by a fan draught. An increased chimney 
draught can only be secured by raising the temperature in the 
chimney, and probably this can least be done, when most required. 

In working out an example the author takes the horse-power- hour 
to require 33,305 B. Th. U., whence he deduces about 33 lbs. of steam 
per horse-power-hour, and 84 lbs. of coal. 

With a flue gas temperature of 500°, and an outside temperature 
of 62°, the maximum draught for a 150 ft. chimney will be P = A 
(d — 4), or 150 x (076097 — 0414 14), or 1 in. water gauge. 

Chimney friction is about 4 lb. per square foot, or, say, 0°05 in. 
W.G. for a 6 ft. diameter stack, leaving a net draught of 0:95 in. 
W.G. To produce this pressure a column of air of external 
temperature 62° must be 68 5 ft. higb, or 


H 2 1 4 4 = 150 ( = — 
d 076 


The velocity of flow due to this head is v = y zy u = 6637 ft. 
per second draught velocity, and the area of the etack being 
28:27 ft., the weight of the moved gas will be 66:37 x 2827 x 
0761 = 142:8 lbs. The temperature required to effect this movement 
is 500*—62? = 438° F., which, multiplied by 142:8, and by the average 
specific heat of 0:2375, gives 14,850 B. Tn. U., or 114 million foot- 
pounds to do work which only amounts to 9,855 foot-pounds, so that 
as а heat engine the chimney has an efficiency of only 45; of 1 per 
cent. 

By using a fan instead, and assuming efficiency of engine and 
boiler at 7 per cent., of fan 40 per cent., and deducting 20 per cent. 
for friction, there is found 2} per cent. efficiency. This is 264 times 
the efficiency of the chimney. 

Though a fan will often absorb less than 1 per cent. of the main 
engine power, it is usual to guarantee it not to absorb 2 per cent. 
Then, with a plant of 1,000 H.P., less than 20 R. r. would drive the 
fan. 

In adding economisers the draught must be increased, or the ccal 
cannot be burned. Hence follows the practice that an apparatus 
to save heat demands a hotter chimney. In Lancashire they get 
over the trouble by using chimneys of 200 or even 250 ft. But 
with a fan, the friction of the economisers is easily got over. 

Less air is required with a fan draught because a thicker fire can 
be carried, and there is better combustion and less burning into 
holes and excess of air at these holes. Similarly, inferior coal can 
be burned, and a grate surface otherwise insufficient to do its work, 
can be made to do ite work. | 

Coming to first cost, it is said that for plants of 1,000 нр. the 
cost of a fan installation is less than one-fourth the cost of a 
chimney. | 

A single fan installation coate less than 40 per cent. of a chimney, 
and a double fan plant and a short stack less than 50 per cent., one 
fan being in reserve. 

Smaller boiler plant also will serve without any excessive forcing, 
for a new plant on the old system must necessarily be schemed out 
to allow for periods of bad draught and be too large for its duty for 
over 90 per cent. of its time. 

Experience has also shown that the better draught is reducing 
the smoke nuisance ; many Detroit manufacturers having had to 
suffer expensive lawsuits because of smoke nuisance, and others are 
to follow. It is only apparently in London that Americans are 
allowed to plaster the sky with soot. At home tbey are fined and 
exposed to lawsuits. 

The author states that up to a velocity of 110 ft. per second of 
fan periphery the efficiency increases and then falls off rapidly. 

Little is known of fan performance, but it is usual and safe to 
assume that the resistance of furnace and flues is about equal to 
25 per cent. reduction of fan discharge, i.e., to a restriction of the 
area of discharge. 

Rules are then given for proportioning fans. 

Dampers are recommended to be cut up into a frame of louvres 
worked simultaneously, in place of one large, heavy plate. 

Fan casing should not be less than ‚5 in., or it may buckle, but 
No. 14 plate can be used for blades. Overhung wheels are not 
recommended, though often easier to apply. 


a ЕЧ 
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The stack should never be carried on the housing of the fan, but 
on channels or columns from the floor. An automatic speed regu- 
lator is recommended to work by the pressure of steam во as to 
maintain the fan at proper speed. 

In the discussion on the paper, allusion was made to the common 
plan of using higher chimneys on big power plants than on small 
plante, an obvious error'on the side of the small design, for it is 
certain that if a high chimney is necessary in one case, it must be 
in the other. The draught in each case ought to be the same. 
Why then use different chimneys? Of course, the true reason is 
the practical difficulty of building so high a chimney on a narrow 
base, and thus it is that for small powers a fan is really 
more a necessity than it is for big plants. One speaker advocated 
smoke washing, as apparently the only satisfactory way to get rid 
of black smoke. Possibly washing would get rid of sulphur, but it 
is not necessary to employ it for soot. Why not use enough fire- 
brick ? 

A question arose as to whether a chimney giving, say, a draught 
of 1 in., would be an aid to a fan in producing a draught of 14 in. 
Mr. Still says the chimney would be an obetruction to the fan. We 
think this decision is open to question, that is, if the chimney has 
sufficient area. It seems to us that two appliances in series should 
give an effect equal to the sum of their separate effects. The fan 
simply adds velocity to an already flowing stream. But no doubt, 
in case of a restricted chimney area, it might easily happen that a 
better result would be obtained by reducing the chimney height. 


ELECTRIC ROCK DRILLS. 
Bv T. CAMPBELL FUTERS. 


ELECTRIC rock drills, in spite of opposition, are gradually making 
headway, and there is no doubt but that in time, as their advantages 
become known, and machines are more strongly built to withstand 
the rough usage to which they are subject, they will supersede the 
air drill altogether. 

So far the great complaint is that they require excessive repairs 
as compared with air drills, owing to their somewhat delicate con- 
struction, necessitated by having to keep the machine as light and 
compact as possible, which limits the strength and wearing surface 
of the mechanism for converting the rotary motion of the motor 
into that of reciprocating for the drill. Were it possible to drill hard 
rocks with a rotary instead of percussive action there would not be 
the same difficulty experienced with the mechanism. Electric 
rotary drills for coal are simple, compact machines, driven direct 
by the motor with a single reduction gear, which gives no trouble, 
and holes can be drilled at the rate of a foot per minute. The only 
rotary drill which will drill hard rocks is the '' diamond," but it is not 
suitable for mining or quarrying purposes, and is only used for 
prospecting. 

The Engineering and Mining Journal for June 27th last contains 
an interesting article, comparing the electric with the compressed 
air or steam drill, and expresses a hope that the electric drill may 


become a practical success in mining,” of which there need be no 


question, the electric drill having come, and come to stay. 

The first attempt to bring out an electrical percussion drill was 
made. by Messrs. Siemens & Halske about 1879, and it was of the 
solenoid type, which seemed particularly suitable for a reciprocating 
motion, but was subsequently abandoned, chiefly on account of the 
heating of the solenoids and other electrical and magnetic 
difficulties; and farther, from its construction it could not be very 
efficient, though probably much more so than the air machine. The next 
type was that in which the power is transmitted from a small motor 
by a flexible shaft. Visitors to the recent Colliery Exhibition 
had an opportunity of seeingtbe Gardner drill at work, whilst Messrs. 


Siemens & Halske also exhibited a drill, these being two of the 


most successful machines of this type. More recent inventions—as 
the Locke— have succeeded in mounting the motor upon the drill 
frame, which is the point to be aimed at, as it gets rid of the 
objection to the flexible shaft, and the motor is not quite so much 
ое to the wet and dirt of the mine, ав when standing about оп 
the floor. i 

In the Siemens-Halske drill, the power is transmitted from the 
motor through the flexible shaft and mitre-wheels to a crankshaft, 
which drives a frame containing two springs, between which the 
drill piston is held. On moving this frame backwards and for- 
wards slowly, the piston also moves as if rigidly attached to it, but 
by moving it rapidly the piston with the drill attached is thrown 
out at each end, and actually travels more than twice the stroke of 
the crank. The crankshaft is fitted with a small fly-wheel, which 
absorbs any irregular strains and prevents shocks to the gearing. 

Ia the Gardner drill, the power is transmitted in a similar manner 
to a crankshaft, the crank of which works in a special shaped slot in 
a crosshead, во that a quarter of a revolution strikes the blow, the 
next half withdraws the drill, at the same time slightly turning it, 
and during the last quarter of the revolution the drill remains 
stationary ; on the opposite end of the crankshaft is also a fiy- 
wheel, which absorbs energy during the last quarter and gives it 
out during the next, and thus overcomes any tendency of the quick 
forward and slow return reciprocation of the crosshead to impart 
any irregularity to the rotation of the gearing. The drill is con- 
nected to the crosshead through buffer springs, and cannot strike a 
rigid blow. 

The mechanism in both types is simple, the number of parts few, 
and they compare very favourably in this respect with any air drill. 
The largest Gardner requires а 2-H.P. motor, strikes 550 blows 
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per minute, and weighs—drill and motor together—540 lbs., which 
is, probably, 100 lbs. less than the weight of an air drill to do the 
same work. 

In the Locke drill the motor drives direct through gearing—the 
crank axle, which is connected to the drill with a helical spring, 
and the speed of the motor is so adjusted that the drill strikes the 
blow synchronous to the backward stroke of the crank. "This prin- 
ciple will be easily understood if one takes a piece of elastic with a 
small weight attached, and makes it spring up and down, when 
it will be found that at a certain rate, the hand and weight will 
approach each other, and the weight may be made to strike the 
floor while the hand is rising. The idea is a novel one, but will 
require a certain adjustment of speed and carefully tempered 

rin 
"Pio far electric rock drills appear to have been left to American 
enterprise, and with the exception of the Siemens-Halske, which is 
really a German machine, there are none British manufacture, 
which seems a pity, as there is plenty of room for a good substantial 
British-made drill. . 

The great advantage of the electric drill is in ite great saving of 
power as compared with the air drill. “An ordinary 3-in. air 
drill,” says the above-mentioned Journal, "requires about 15 H P., 
the ordinary electric drill on the market from 2 to 4 H.P., although 
it is not fair to draw a comparison between the two on this basis, 
for the reason that the air drill does. a great deal more work in the 
same time than the electric drill, as there is much more power 
behindiit; . . . . [but] it does not do enough more, to warrant the 
expenditure of 15 н.р. as against 2 Н.р. if other conditions are 
equal" (The italics are the writer's.) The statement that the air 
drill does more work may be questioned ; it is true it may strike a 
heavier blow, but the number of blows are not so many, an ordinary 
air drill striking about 300 blows per minute, whereas the electric 
drill will strike from 400 to 600. 

Supporters of the air drill, however, claim that the exhaust from 
such а machine is a great aid to ventilation. This is rubbish ! and 
no mining engineer—at least, in this country—would depend in the 
slightest upon air carried into the workings in this way to ventilate 
them; and upon this point the article previously quoted says :— 
“ The air drill as a factor in ventilation may or may not be of value, 
according to conditions. In the first place, with a single stage 
compressor the liability to combustion of the oils used in labrication 
(unless care is taken to condenee all resulting gases with the 
moisture by means of an air receiver inter-cooler) will occasionally 
render the air actually poz . . Again, the fetish of 
‘ ventilation ' is a standing excuse for g valves and pipe-lines 
such a8 are commonly seen underground." (The italics are the 
writer's.) So that compressed air,” as well as electricity,“ is not 
without its dangers; but with the latter there would not be the 
same excuse for the careless waste of energy which “represents a 
considerable portion of the work done by a compressor at a large 
mine.” ` 

A letter on this subject, published in the samo Journal, by Mr. 
Lawrence, who complained that the expense of keeping electric 
“ drills in repair was too heavy,” says :—" From my experience, to 
date, with electric drills, I have failed, as yet, to find one which can 
replace the air drill for every day use in metalliferous mining.” 
But have the electric drills had fair play? Probably the secret of 
much of the trouble—one might say most—is explained by another 
quotation from the article before mentioned, which says :—“ When 
the air drill was first introduced, the old-fashioned miner did his 
best to kill it. Even to-day, try to introduce a new air drill into a 
mine and attempt to make a test between it and the machine 
already established in use, and you will find how difficult 
it is to get fair treatment for the new device.” (The italics 
are the writer's.) “Ask the foreman to make a month's 
à . . and you will find that in nine cases out of 
ten the men will ‘knock the stuffing’ out of the machine to 
which they are not accustomed —and which, for that one reason, 
they do not want to have introduced into the mine.” This is 
perfectly true, and managers would do well before condemning an 
electric drill to be quite certain that it is the fault of the machine, 
and not that of the man in charge of it. - 

In conclusion, the following comparative reeults obtained in 
Germany between a Biemens-Halske electric percussion drill, and a 
pneumatic drill, may be of interest : —* 


Work done in bore hole :— 
In cubic inches per minute... 
In foot- Iba. per minute ja ТА 
Consumption of power іп generator—distance 
between generator and motor being from 
1,100 to 2,200 yds. :— 
In horse-power wae т? oe 555 10 17 
Foot-lbs. per minute... M ove ... 324,000 54,000 
Total efficiency of the installation ae 36% 24% 


Pneumatic Electric 
drill. drill. 
2°75 3:0 

11,664 12,960 


Е 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAY MATTERS. 


THE following letter was addressed by the Board of Trade on the 
29th ult. to the engineers and managers of electrical tramways in 
the United Kingdom :— 

“ Т am directed by the Board of Trade to state that they desire to 
draw attention to the following criticisms which have been offered 
by their inspecting officers of railways and their electrical adviser 


* Vide “Electricity in Mines,” Rock Drills, Messrs, Siemens 
Bros. & Oo., Ltd., London. 
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on certain points relating to the construction and equipment of 
electric cars for tramways and light railways laid on public roads: 

1. Folding Steps.— The efficiency of the life-guard is often 
impaired by the steps, which are liable to strike a person falling in 
front of the car before the life-guard can come into action. It is 
suggested, therefore, that the steps should be so designed as to fold 
ар, and that they should invariably be folded at the front end of 

© car. 

2. Reversed Staircases.—These staircases have the disadvantage 
of limiting the view of the mótorman and of restricting his 
movements. 

3. Trigger Life-quard.—The distance between the hanging gate 
and the life-guard proper should be about 3 ft., in order to allow 
time for the guard to drop before it meets the object to be picked 
up. In some cases the distance has been only 1 ft. 10 in., which is 
not enough to make the guard effective. 

4. Trolley Ropes.— Several accidents have been caused by the 
slack of trolley ropes, and by the handling of trolley ropes by 
passengers. On many tramways the trolley ropes are kept tied up, 
and in some, no rope is used. For centre-running trolleys, or for 
swivel trolleys with a small reach, spring winches are useful for 
taking up the slack and for preventing the trolley from jamping. 
For swivel trolleys with a wide reach, the slack may be taken by 
providing a weight like a sash weight at the end of the rope, and 

this into an upright pipe with a bell mouth. The 
“nursing” of the trolley by the conductor is an admission of 
defective adjustment of the overhead work. 

5. Adjustable Stop on Trolley Standard.—On many tramways it 
has been found practicable to adjust the screw stop so as to limit 
the rise of the boom if the trolley leaves the wire. It is desirable 
to adjust the height of the trolley wire and guard wires so that 
advantage may be taken of this limitation, to prevent damage to 
overhead work. Where there is no adjustable stop, the rise of the 
boom may be prevented by limiting the play of the trolley rope, 
except in the case of swivel trolleys with considerable reach. 

6. Trolley Heads.— Several cases of injury to passengers by falling 
trolley heads have occurred. Althongh it is very desirable that, in 
the event of a trolley head catching in a switch or other overhead 
"trap," the head should become detached rather than that the 
boom should be pulled out or the standard broken, care should be 
taken that the boom is long enough to ensure that the trolley head 
may drop clear in the wake of the car, 

7. Trolley Booms.—Several accidents have occurred through the 
pulling out of trolley booms. The attachment by pinching up a 
split casting, appears to be unsatisfactory, since insulating material 
is used, and a tight grip cannot be ensured. A half sleeve with 
four bolts or some other attachment is preferable. 

8. Breakage of Trolley Standards.— When a trolley head catches, 
and neither tbe head nor the boom gives way, serious injury to 
passengers has been caused by the breaking or tearing up of the 
standard. Overhead "traps" should be avoided as much as por 
sible. Anchoring of trolley wires in bracket construction should be 
avoided by anchoring in a vertical plane to a standard on the 
bracket, or if the bracket needs anchoring, that should be anchored 
and not the trolley wire. 

The Board would be glad to learn whether you or the body which 
you represent concur in the foregoing criticisms, and will be pre- 
pered to take steps to meet them as regards new cars, and as far as 
practicable, with regard to cars now in use or under construction. 
Should you not be able to concur on any point, the Board will be 
glad to be furnished with any observations that you may desire to 
offer on the matters in question.—I am, your obedient servant, 


HERBERT JEKYLL. 
Board of Trade (Bailway Dept.), 
Whitehall Gardens, London, 8.W. 


ELECTRIC RAILWAYS IN EUROPE. 
Тнв PROMOTION OF THE SUSPENDED SYSTEM. 


Тнв increase in the use of electric traction as a means of communi- 
cation in Germany has induced the War Office authorities to make 
certain additions to the military transport regulations for the 
general guidance of the army. Among these amplifications, the 
most important is the rule that on electrically-worked railways 
(tramway) with an overhead supply of current, military wagons 
loaded on ordinary railways must be provided with a protecting 
deck or cover, composed of insulating material, so that the iron 
parts of the vehicles are safeguarded from direct contact with a 
falling wire. 

In Switzerland, where electricity as a motive power has become 
of considerable importance in connection with the operation of 
mountain railways, and where the Government is proceeding in a 
gradual manner to nationalise the ordinary steam railways, it has 
now been thought necessary to ascertain whether it is desirable to 
take steps to transform the latter to electric traction at an early 
date. The interest manifested in the subject throughout the 
country is illustrated by the conference which has just been held at 
Berne, and which was attended by representatives of the State 
railways, the private railway companies, engine builders, electrical 
firms and others. The object of the conference was to discuss the 
question as to whether electric traction should be introduced on all 
the railways in Switzerland. As might be expected, definite action 
was not taken, but a committee was appointed to investigate the 
sabjectiandjsabmit ajreport at the end of 12 months, or present 


. of the line. 


proposals relating to the adoption of a suitable system of working. 
In addition to making a study of the question, the committee will 
conduct practical teste, and a considerable sum of money bas been 
placed at its disposal for this purpose. The general director of the 
Swiss Railway Department has been elected chairman of the 
Committee, with the manager of a large electrical company as the 
deputy chairman. 

A farther step in connection with the contemplated transforma- 
tion of the Swedish State Railways to electric traction has been 
taken by the administrative authorities, who have recommended 
the execution of tbe scheme by the utilisation of the numerous 
waterfalls and deposits of peat existing in the country. The 
Department of Communications has approved the proposal, and 
now recommends a trial of the various systems of electric locomo- 
tion, at an estimated cost of £21,000, by the construction of an 
experimental track for the use of competitors, who will be able to 
procure a supply of water-power free of charge. Among the com- 
panies which have offered to give a demonstration of their indi- 
vidual systems of electric traction without payment may be 
mentioned the Siemens-Schuckert Works Oo., the Allgemeine 
Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, of Berlin, the Oerlikon Engineering 
Works and the Westinghouse Electric Co., of the United States, 
but not a single British company has asked for permission to parti- 
cipate in the competition. 

The construction of the track of the full gauge electric railway in 
the suburbs of Berlin between the Potedam railway: station and 
Gross Lichterfelde is practically completed, and experimental runs 
of the trains are at present taking place. The conversion 
of this particular section of line was suggested as a result of the 
trials which were made for two years on the Wannsee Railway, 
near Berlin, and which did not lead to any definite conclusions 
being drawn as to the merits of electric traction, this being pro- 
bably due to the conditions under which the electric trains were 
worked, sandwich fashion, in conjunction with steam locomotive 
trains. On the present occasion, however, no such difficulty will 
arise, as the State railway authorities are evidently determined to 
give the system a trial on their own account, and the work was 
entrusted to the Union Electricity Co., of Berlin. As in the case of 
the elevated electric railway in the German cspital, and the 
Wannsee Railway, the current is supplied to the trains of the 
Potsdam-Lichterfelde line by means of a third rail placed in the 
middle of the track, and carried on insulated iron arms at some 
distance from the bed of the track, the return part of the circuit 
being formed by the ordinary rails in the usual way. Each train 
is composed of two or three cars, each car being equipped with two 
motors, and tbe total carrying capacity of a train is 210 passengers. 
It will be notioed thatthis equipment differs from that in use on 
the Berlin elevated electric railway, where the trains are composed 
of three cars, only the first and third being motor-cars. 

The suspended electric railway on the Langen system is attract- 
ing considerable attention in Germany, where it is promoted by 
the Continental Co. for Electrical Enterprises, of Nuremberg. 
As the latter is desirous of obtaining a concession for the con- 
struction of a line according to this method in Berlin, between 
Gesundbrunnen and Rixdorf, the Minister for the Interior recently 
commissioned Herr Grave and Dr. Haselau to make an inspection 
of the representative railway at Elberfeld, and these gentlemen are 
reported to have expressed themselves in approval of the working 
In addition to this scheme, which relates to a railway 
to cross Berlin from north to south, the company has applied to the 
Minister for Agriculture witha view to powers being granted for 
the establishment of a suspended railway between Berlin and the 
intended park for the people at Grunewald. A third project is on 
foot for the Berlin district of Schoneberg, the municipal authorities 
of which have offered to pay the company £150 for the elaboratien 
of a definite scheme. 

The German capital does not stand alone in the prominence that 
is now being given to the suspended system. At Hamburg the 
Continental Company for Electrica! Enterprises has now laid before 
the Senate and the city authorities a definite scheme which is a 
competitor with that submitted some time ago for an elevated 
railway on behalf of the Hamburg Tramway Co., the Biemens 
and Halske Co., and others. It is estimated that the cost of con- 
struction and equipment of the suspended line would amount to 
£1,750,000, and the railway would be completed in five years. The 
scheme provides for the formation of & company with a share 
capital of £500,000, whilst the balance of £1,250,000 is to be raised 
by the issue of bonds. It is said that arrangements have already 
been concluded between the Continental company and a banking 
syndicate headed by the North German Bank, for tbe emission of 
the bonds in two series of £625,000 each. The first series would 
have a preference claim, and for the second a Hamburg State 
guarantee is desired, the State to participate in the annual profite 
of the new company. It is claimed that the present scheme would 
be less expensive to carry out to the extent of £1,500,000 as com- 
pared with the elevated railway project, but the tramway company 
now states that this is a misrepresentation of the facts, and tbat the 
suspended line would be more costly than the Siemens plan. In 
support of this assertion the Hamburg tramway company alleges 
that the expenditure on the Elberfeld line was three times the 
amount of the estimates. Thus the matter stands at present, and a 
keen contest for the concession may be expected. 

A scheme fora suspended railway is also being promoted for the 
Rhenish-Westphalian district; but it is uncertain whether the pro- 
posal emanates from the Continental Company of Nuremberg, as it 
is reported to be promoted by a number of prominent industrialists 
of good position. The idea is to form & company for the execu- 
tion of the undertaking, although no estimate of the cost is forth- 
coming at present. It is proposed to commence the railway at the 
Massene dam near Unna, where a large power station would be 
built, and to continue it vid Dortmund, Lutgen-Dortmund, Langen - 
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dreer, Bochum, Wattenscheid, Essen and Mulheim on the Ruhr to 
Duisburg. A branch line from the Massene dam, vid Königsborn, 
to Bergcamen, is also contemplated. 

In conclusion, it may be mentioned that the preliminary in- 
vestigations for the establishment of electrical working on the 
mountain section Landeck-Bludenz of the Arlberg railway have so 
far proceeded that the Austrian Minister for Railways will in a 
short time invita electrical companies to submit schemes for the 
carrying out of the work. It isexpected that a decision will be 
arrived at in the autumn. = 


MUNICIPAL v. COMPANY LIGHTING IN 
VIENNA. 


THE events which commenced in Vienna about a year ago, and 
which are being continued at the preeent moment, afford a striking 
example of what may be expected in London, to some extent in any 
case, if the County Council should succeed in the attempt made in 
its Bill of the current session to become what would practically be 
the electric lighting authority for this great city, and also be suc- 
cessful in its endeavour to be the underground railway autbority. 
It is astonishing that the hostilitv.to private enterprises should only 
assert itself for the first time, and manifest its existence in the 
policy of grab-all or oppose-all when there undertakings have 
already shown themselves to be financially successful, or are tending 
in that direction. In this respect the London County Council 
finds a ready counterpart in the attitude of the Vienna municipal 
authorities. The Jatter first commenced with the Electric Tram- 
way Construction and Operation Co., an enterprise which was 
f: rmed in recent years to build and work electric tramways in the 
Austrian capital. Unfortunately for the company the agreement 
witb the Vienna Town Council was loosely worded, and the Council, 
taking advantage of the position of affairs, obtained possession of 
the tramways after an exceedingly brief existence as an independent 
undertaking, and the shareholders have no reason to be thankful 
for the treatment to which they were subjected owing to the faulty 
clauses in the agreement. Encouraged by this success, the Council 
proceeded to erect and equip a municipal lighting and power station 
for the supply of private consumers and the working of the tram- 
ways, and subsequently to consider whether it should not begin 
to control the whole of the electric lighting trade in Vienna. 

At the present time there are three supply companies operating 
in Vienna under concessions which will expire at the end of 1939. 
These sre the General Austrian Electricity Co., which has alter- 
nating plant bavirg a possible output of 16,000 EP.; the Ioter- 
national Electricity Co. with direct-current machinery capable of 
producing 15,000 HP.; and the Vienna Electricity Co, whose 
alterpatirg plant represents 3,000 up. These totals make an 
aggregate of 34,000 H.P. as compared with a station equipment of 
9,000 H P. in the case of that portion of the municipal combined 
works that is devoted solely to the supply of electricity for lighting 
purposes. The company stations have been in operation for several 
years, whilst tbe municipal enterprise was started less than two 
years ago, but not one of the four works bas all its plant in use at 
any one time. When the concessions were first granted to the 
companies, avyeements were entered into between them and the 
Town Council, and no objections were raised at the time to the 
reservation to tbe Council of the right of giving or refusiog consent 
to the laying of cables in the streets as occasion might arise. 
When, bowever, tbe Council proceeded to build a municipal 
generating station, it at once changed ite tactics. The applications 
nade by the companies for permission to extend the network of 
mains were either ignored cr refused, and it was discovered that an 
apparently barmless reservation was a formidable weapon in the 
hands of an authority about to become a competitor. Hampered 
in this manner, the companies instituted legal proceedings in order 
to show that the action of the Town Council was unjustifiable, and 
that it constituted a violation of the terms of tbe concession, and 
whilst two of the companies claimed over £40,000 damages, the 
third reserved its right to lodge a claim for compensation at a later 
date. 

The action of the companies induced the municipal authority, 
pending a decision being arrived at by tke Courts, to enter 
1oto negotiations with a view to a settlement of tbe dispute, 
aod in July, 1902, a provisional understanding was come to 
whereby the companies were permitted to lay a total additional 
length of cable amounting to approximately seven miles, and a 
condition was made in favour of “ loyal competition " between the 
municipal and the company stations. Oa this basis the legal pro- 
ceedings were suspended at their then existing stage, in the hope of the 
provisional arrangement being converted into a definite agreement; 
but as all endeavours made in this direction have been uasuccessful, 
the action will now take its normal course. 

It appears that during the negotiations the companies made 
considerable efforts to conciliate the Town Council. They expressed 
their readiness to abstain from making fresh connections for three 
years, provided that they were permitted, on the expiration of that 
period, to utilise their present plant to its fullest capacity during the 
remainder of the concession, that is to say, by being freely able to 
extend their cables. As against this reasonable request the Town 
Council actually proposed that the companies should permanently 
restrict their services to the existing lamp and motor connections, 
thus suggesting that the plant which is at present lying idle should 
never have an opportunity of; refunding the capital expenditure 
incurred in purchasing it, and that the company should allow of the 


transfer of 250,000 glow lamps from their distributors t» the muni- 
сре mains! Naturally enough, this preposterous proposal was 
declined. 

The failure of the negotiations and the resumption of legal pro- 
ceedings have now had the result, as decided upon by the Town 
Council in the second week in March, of the inauguration of a war 
of competition between the municipal works and the company 
stations. As announced by tbe Council, the contest is to take place 
in the sharpest form. On the one hand the managers of the 
municipal supply works have been given full powers to reduce the 
charges for supply in order to divert the customers of the com- 
panies, whilst ou the other the public is appealed to for support on 
the ground of “local patriotism,” and is informed that the town 
proposes to conduct the fight in ал “ honourable and loyal” manner. 
This announcement may perhaps be partly intended to appease the 
indignation of the public at the increase in the fares charged on the 
tramways, which under municipal ownership have not yielded the 
results that were anticipated ; and even the combined lighting and 
power station ie said to be worked in an expensive manner. The 
companies do not fear the effects of the cutting competition of the 
municipal authority, as the contest will mainly lie in attempte 
to divert consumers, but as each reduction on one side will be met 
by a similar lowering on the other side, it is merely a question as 
to which has the largest banking account, pending, of course, the 
de^ision of the Law Courts in regard to the cable question. The 
Municipal Council contemplates a war of destruction, and the poor 
ratepayer will be called upon to provide the money to pay the 
piper withoat being asked to call the tune. 

Since the above was written, the London County Council Bill 
has fallen threugh for the present session, and the supply com- 
paniss in Vienna hive been successful in arranging terms with the 
Town Council. The new agreement provides that no fresh house 
connections shall be made by the companies unti] the end of 1905, 
except onder existing contracts, and that supply to new consumers 
may be resumed at the beginning of 1906, although extensions of 
cables for this purpose will be restricted to exceedingly narrow 
limite which are defined in the agreement. Even under these 
circumstances, the companies, whose network serves the most 
important houses and districts in Visnna, expect to make a decent 
liviag. 


REPORT ON MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


THE Joint Select Committee of the House of Lords and the House 
of Commons, which was appointed in May and June last, ''To 
consider and report as to the principles which should govern powers 
given by Bills and Provisional Orders to municipal and other local 
authorities for industrial enterprise within or without the area of 
their jurisdiction," issued its report on Wednesday last week. 
The report reads as follows:— 

The Select Committee appointed to join with a Committee of 
the House of Lords to consider and report as to the principles 
which should govern powers given by Bills and Provisional Order: 
to Municipal and other Local Authorities for Industrial Enterprise 
within or without the Area of their Jurisdiction ;—Have considered 
the matters to them referred and have agreed to the following 
report :— 

1. The present Committee may be regarded as continuing the 
inquiry held by the Joint Committee on Municipal Tradug 
appointed ia 1900, an identical reference baviog been made in each 
case 


2. The evidence taken by the former Committee was of a general 
charaster, beginning with a detailed examination of the limits and 
restrictions now imposed upon the undertakings of local authorities 
by different Departments of State, by the authorities of both Houses 
entru-ted with the regulation of private business, and by the prac- 
tice of select committees. The former Committee then proceeded 
to some consideration of the general arguments advanced by advo- 
cates and opponents of municipal trading. 

3 Ia consequence, however, of the great extent of ground to be 
covered, and the complexity of the subject, that Committee were 
unable to make any report on the merite, but confined themselves to 
a recommendation of re-appointment in the next Session. 

4. The present Committee, in view of the fact that they were 
not appointed until after Whitsuntide, and were unable to hold 
their бтв meeting before June 15th, decided to take a different 
course. 

5 The Committee felt that any attempt to survey the general 
subject of Municipal Trading could only have led to à second post- 
ponement of the inquiry, as it would have been impossible for 
tnem in the short time available before the close of the Session 
(whea the existence of every Committee is termiaated) to issue a 
Report upon the whole subject. 

They azreed, therefore, to devote their attention to one or more 
distinct aspects of the question, passing by others until Parliament 
should be pleased to direct further inquiry. 

6. The first branch of the subject with which the Committee 
decided to deal was that of municipal accounts, with regard both 
to the form in which they are prepared, the systems under which 
they are audited, and the right of access to them possessed by the 
ratepayers. The evidence taken has been mainly directed to these 
questions. 

7. Whatever view may be taken of the proper limite, if any, 
which can be set to municipal trading, it is clearly important that 
wherever it exists, ratepayers should be not less fully and con- 
tinuously informed of the success or failure of each undertaking 
than if they were shareholders in an igna trading company. 

8. Ina large number of cases this is undoubtedly done. But 
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there is in some instances evidence to a contrary effect, and in view 
of the ever-increasing number and magnitude of municipal under- 
takings, it is most desirable that a high and uniform standard of 
account-keeping shoald prevail throughout the country. 

9. The Committee are doubtful whether it would be possible to 
prescribe a standard form of keeping accounts for all municipal or 
other local authorities, having regard to the varying conditions 
existing in different districts. But they recommend that the 
Local Government Departments should invite the Institute of 
Chartered Ac»ounotante, the Incorporated Society of Accountants 
and Auditors, and tne Institute of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants of England and Wales, and the Society of Accountants 
in Edinburgb, and the Scottish Institute of Accountants in Glasgow, 
to confer and report upon the matter. 

10. The Committee have directed full attention to the question 
of audit. 

11. The Committee recommend that а uniform system of audit 
should be applied to all the major local authorities, viz, the 
C »unoils of counties, cities, towns, burghs, and of urban districts. 

12. At present Municipal Corporations in England and Wales, 
with a few exceptions, are only subject as regards audit to the pro- 
visions of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, by which one 
auditor, who mast be a member of the Town Council, is nominated 
by the Mayor, and two, who cannot be members of the Town 
Council, are elected by the ratepayers. 

13. The evidence shows that no effective system of audit is thus 
supplied. The elective auditors are poorly paid, or are unpaid 
altogether, little interest is taken in their election, and although in 
some cases they are able to lay a finger on a particular irregularity, 
it is not clear that they could not make the same discovery in the 
capacity of active ratepayers. No complete or continuous audit is 
ever attempted by them. 

14. All County Councils, the London Borough Councils, and 
Urban District Councils are subject to the Local Government 
Beard audit. This audit is carried out by District Auditors, who, as 
a rale, are not accountants, and are not, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, properly qualified to discharge the duties which should 
devolve upon them. By special local Acte the Corporations of Tun- 
bridge Wells, Bournemouth and Southend-on-Sea, must, and the 
Corporation of Folkestone may, adopt the Local Government Board 
system of audit. The duties of the auditors seem to be practically 
confined to certification of figures, and to the noting of illegal items 
of expenditure. 

15. To apply this system of audit to Municipal Corporations 
would arouse strenuous opposition from them, and the course may 
be considered impracticable; but in addition to thia the fact that 
district auditors are not accountants seems to unfit them as z class 
for the continuous and complicated task of auditing the accounts of 
what are really great commercial basinesses. 

16. The Committee accordingly recommend that — 

(a) The existing systems of audit applicable to corporations, 
coanty councils, and urban district councils in England and Wales, 
be abolished. . ` 

(b) Auditors, being members of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountaaote or of the Iacorporated Society of Accoantants and 
Auditors, should be appointed by the three classes of local 
authorities just mentioned. 

(c) In every case the appointment should be subject to the 
approval of the Local Government Board, after heariog any 
objections made by ratepayers, and the auditor, who should hold 
office for a term not exceeding five years, should be eligible for 
re-appointment and should not ba dismiseed by the local authority 
without tbe sanction of the Board. 

(d) In the event of any disagreement between the local autbority 
and the auditor as to his remuneration, the Local Goverameat 
Board should have power to determine the matter. 

(e) The Scots practice of appointing auditors from a distance, ia 
preference to local men, to audit the accouats of small burghs should 
in similar cases be adopted in England. 

17. The Committee are of opinion that it should be made clear 
by statute or regulation that the duties of those entrusted with the 
audit of local accounts are not confined to mere cer ification of 

. They, therefore, further recommend that — 

(a) The auditor should have the right of access to all such papers, 
books, accounts, vouchers, sanctions for loans, and во forth, as are 
necessary for his examination and certificate. 

(5) He should be entitled to require from officers of the anthority 
such information and explanation as may be necessary for the per- 
formance of his duties. 

(c) He should certify — 

(1.) that he has found the accounts in order, or otherwise, as the 
case may be; 

(2.) that separate accounts of all trading undertakings have been 
kept, and that every charge which each ought to bear has been duly 
debited ; 

(3) that in his opinion the accounts issued present a true aud 
correct view of the transactions and results of tradiaog (if any) for 
the period u ider investigation ; 

(4) that due provision has been made out of Revenue for the 
repayment of Loans, that all items of receipts and expenditure and 
all known liabilities have been brought into account, and that the 
value of all assets has in all cases been fairly stated. 

18. Auditors should be required to express an opinion upon the 
necessity of reserve funds, of amounts set aside to mset deprecia- 
tion and obeolescence of plant in addition to the statutory sinking 
funds, aod of the adequacy of such amounts. 

19. The auditor should also be required to present a report to the 
Local Authority. Such report should include observations upon 
any matters as to which he has not been satisfied, or which in his 
judgment called for special notice, particularly with regard to the 
value of any assets taken into account. 


F 20. The Local Authority should forward to the Local Govern- 
ment Board both the detailed accounts and the report of the auditor 
made upon them. It should be the duty of the auditor to report 
independently to the Board апу case in which an authority declines 
to carry out any recommendation made by him. 

21. A printed copy of the accounts, with the certificate and report 
of the auditor thereon, should be supplied by the Local Authority to 
any ratepayer at a reasonable charge. 

22. After careful consideration, the Committee are of opinion that 
in view of the thoroughness of the proposed audit, powers of sar- 
charge and disallowance could be altogether dispensed with in the 
case of the major local authorities. 

23. Those powers could not, it is believed, be applied to Mani- 
cipal Corporations in view of the strong objection expressed by 
them ; and it is doubted whether their retention in the case of other 
authorities would compensate for the loss of uniformity which would 
reault. 

24 The power of disallowan-^e, applying as it does only to illegal 
expenditure, and not to unwise undertakings and enterprises, does 
not afford any real safeguard to the ratepayers whose interests are 
affected. 

25 With a continuous, vigilant and thoroughly efficient system 
of inspection and audit, the surest guarantee to the ratepayers 
against extravagance is to be found in the deterrent effect of public 
exposure, in addition to the existing legal remedies. 

26. The dispensing power possessed by the Local Government 
Board under the Local Authorities (Expenses) Act, 1887, throws 
on the department an amount of work oft an out of proportion to the 
importance of the issue involved. 

27. The Committee suggest that in view of the large changes 
recommended by them it might be advisable to create a new body, 
in the form of a Board of Commissioners of Local Audit, in some 
respects analogous to the Railway Commission. This body could 
be entrusted with the powers which the Committee recommend in 
their Report should be vested in the Local Government Board. 

28. The Committee recommend that if in the case of Scotland it 
is thought desirable that the existing statutory audit of accounts of 
Ovuoty and Borough Councils should be maintained, at any rate the 
system of audit for the five large cities, which is at present regu- 
lated by private Acte, should be assimilated to that which is recom- 
mended for the major local authoritiesin England. 

29. The Committee are of opinion that if would be advisable to 
continue investigation into other branches of the sabject of 
Municipal Trading in a future Session of Parliament. 

July 23rd, 19 13. 


THE NECESSITY FOR PRECISION OF STATE- 
MENT IN TECHNICAL WORK. 


By H. M. HOBART. 


(Concluded from page 243.) 


As to question No. 8, although in well-informed quarters 
it is perfectly well recognised that there are still great draw- 
backs to the use of 220-volt lamps, their use is still only 
too often recommended on the short-sighted assumption that 
there will thereby be effected the clear gain incident to the 
leas section of copper required in the cables for a given per- 
centage line drop. This may, however, be easily offset by 
the fact that manufacturers have never yet placed on the 
market a 220-volt lamp, whicb, for the same life up to a 
given degree of deterioration, will burn with less than 15 per 
cent. more watts per С.Р. than а 110-volt lamp. Thiscould, 
in many cases, result in its use being less economical. It 
is, of course, simply a question of cost of cables and cost of 
production of power. For cases wuere the lamps are used 
on an alternating current system, and the comparison is 
very close, other considerations, namely, the periodicity sap- 
plied and the candle-power of the individual lamps, should 
not be overlooked in deciding. 

For—and this relates to the 9th «question—no broad state- 
ment can at present be made as to the minimum suitable 
frequency for incandescent lighting. A long, thin filament 
will respond more quickly, as regards ita degree of incan- 
de-cence, to the cyclic fluctuation in the current strength, 
than a short, thick filament, since it has a larger radiating 
surface per unit of energy consumed. Hence, while 32- C. p. 
110-volt lamps might give perfect satisfaction at 15 cycles 
per second, 8-c.P. 220-volt lamps might be very unsatisfac- 
tory at 30 cycles per second. The waveform of the circuit 
should also have some influence on the result. At the 1901 
Convention of the National Electric Light Association (see 
Proceedings, ditto, p. 182), Mr. Wilcox stated that the 
incandescent lamp has proven satisfactory with all reduc- 
tions of frequency down to 25 cycles per second, and can 
even be adapted for as low as 15 cycles.” 
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Continuous current motors | 
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Induction motors .. 


Incandescent vacuum 
lamps 


Nernst lamps 


Although there are but few really good data as to tbe 
most favourable periodicities and the limiting periodicities 
of the Nernst lamp and the incandescent lamp, it looks as 
if, во far as relates to alternating current circuite, the former 
would, on the whole, prove better adapted at high fre- 
quencies; hence, in a general way, they may perhaps tend to 
accompany the introduction of the turbine, but for exceed- 
ingly low frequencies, and hence with gas engines and with 
plants employing direct driving from low speed engines, 
vacuum incandescent lamps of suitably chosen candle-power 
and voltage should give the best results. But, of course, the 
use of frequency transformers would often be justified, and 
would make either lamp equally useful with any prime mover. 
The fact, however, that such connections between the most 
suitable type for the consumer’s lamp and motor and the 
type of prime mover may be so easily shown to exist, is not 
without interest and importance. 

In the accompanying chart an attempt has been made to 
embody these conclusions in tabular form, but this necessi- 
tates, to a certain degree, that very brevity of statement, 
the danger of which it has been one of the main purposes 
of this article to emphasise. However, with a- recognition 
of this limitation, it is thought that the table may aid the 
comprehension of the inter-relations between these different 
factors in power and lighting schemes. 

The chart, at any rate, illustrates rather strikingly the 
increased complexity of questions arising for consideration 
with relation to new projects, as compared with the state of 
the art 10 years ago, when the question generally arising 
related merely to the relative merits of continuous and alter- 
nating current systems, and was not complicated by so many 
secondary factors. 

The writer would not maintain that the few oonsidera- 
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Continuous current motors e 
better and cheaper for low-speed work. 
Induction motors inherently better and 
cheaper for high-speed work, if not 
handicapped by high frequency. 


tions touched upon in connection with these subjects are by 
any means thoroughly handled. They merely serve to sus- 
tain his contention that the conditions relating to a given 
case can hardly be too carefully weighed before going ahead 
with a scheme. Nor should the final decision as to the 
plant to be employed rest solely upon first cost and economy 
in operation. Those responsible for the steam or gas plant 
will inevitably be less alive to the electrical difficulties 
arising from the very features which are to them of chief 
importance, and vice versa. Thus, if, for instance, large 
low speed gas engines must, because of their great economy, 
be ueed for driving parallel-operated polyphase generators, 
which latter supply sub-stations, it becomes more than ever 
incumbent upon the electrical engineer to study the condi- 
tions closely, and in all matters coming under his control, 
to adopt plant calculated to give satisfaction under these 
conditions, In this particular case he would endeavour to 
have large fly-wheels provided, and to employ low frequency 
and motor-generators in the sub-stations, 


THE RIGHT TO CUT OFF THE SUPPLY. 


One of the most important privileges conferred upon the 
* undertakers" who supply electricity to the public is that 
which enables them to discontinue the supply, in a case 
where the consumer refuses to pay rent or otherwise mis- 
conducts himself. This right may be exercised in a variety 
of circumstances. Thus it is provided by Sec. 21 of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1882, that if any local authority, 
company, or person neglect to pay any charge for electricity, 
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or any other sum due from them to the undertakers in 


respect of the supply of electricity to such local authority, 
&c., the undertakers may cut off such supply, and for that 
purpose may cut or disconnect any electric line or other 
work through which electricity may be supplied, and may, 
until such charge or other sum, together with any expenses 
incurred by the undertakers in cutting off such supply of 
electricity as aforesaid, is fully paid, but no longer, dis- 
continue the supply of electricity to such local authority, &c. 

The period when the meter rent is to become due and 
payable is usually settled by the contract between the 
parties. Thus the undertakers may require payment of 
their accounts quarterly, monthly, or weekly. 

The Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, also makes 
ртов for the cutting-off of supply in certain events. 

y Clause 27 (3) of the schedule to that Act, which is 
incorporated with nearly every provisional order, the under- 
takers may, after they have given a supply of energy in 
respect of any premises, by notice in writing, require the 
owner or occupier of those premises, within seven days after 
the date of the service of the notice, to give to them 
security for the payment of all monies which may become 
due to them in respect of the supply, in case the owner or 
occupier has not already given that security, or in case any 
security given has become invalid or insufficient; and in 
case any such owner or occupier fails to comply with the 
term of the notice, the undertakers may, if they think fit, 
discontinue to supply energy for the premises, so long as the 
failure continues. 

There is one other event in which the undertakers may 
cut off the supply, and to state the circumstances, is to state 
the justice of the case. 

Clause 27 (4) of the schedule to the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act provides that if the owner or occupier of any 
premises uses any form of lamp or burner, or uses 
energy supplied to him by undertakers for any purposes, 
or deals with it in any manner, so as to interfere unduly or 
ы a with the efficient supply of energy to any other 

or person by the undertakers, the undertakers may, if 
they think fit, discontinue to supply energy to those 
premises so long as the lamp or burner is so used, or the 
energy is so used or dealt with. The Act also provides 
that the undertakers are not to be compelled to give asupply 
of energy to any premises unless they are reasonably satisfied 
that the lines, fittings and apparatus therein are in good 
order and condition, and not calculated to affect injuriously 
the use of energy by the undertakers or by other persons. 
. Any expenses incurred in cutting off the supply of elec- 
tricity may be recovered summarily as a civil debt ; and, of 
course, it is competent for the undertakers, instead of 
bringing pressure to bear upon a defaulting consumer by 
cutting off, or threatening to cut off, his supply, to recover 
the amount due by summary process in a police court. 

The right to cut off, and the threat to exercise this right, 


ate, however, most effective remedies in the hands of the. 


company, and so long as the consumer is not arbitrarily 
treated, there is no hardship upon him. The proper way to 
test the matter is to consider what would happen if the 
company were bound to go on giving a supply whether their 
lawful charges were paid or no. In that case it might be 
incumbent upon the undertakers to continue a supply until 
every little claim which they might have against the con- 
sumer were tested and enforced in a court of law. Unless, 
however, they exercise the power judiciously, they lay them- 
gelves open to unfavourable comments from the Bench ; for 
they must go to Court if they wish to enforce payment. In 
8 recent case which was heard by his Honour Judge Emden, 
it appeared that in the latter part of 1901 an installation 
of 14 16-c.P. lamps was put in a consumer's house. Of these 
six belonged to the supply company. The agreement stated 
that 28. per quarter should be the rent of the meter if 
20 8-c.P. lamps or their equivalent were used, to be increased 
to 38. per quurter if over 20 8-c.P. lamps or their equivalent 
were used. It appeared that the consumer after some time, 
and without the consent of or notice to the company, 
changed his installation to three 16-c.P. lamps and 12 8-0. P. 
lamps. Upon doing this he refused for six quarters to pay 
more than 3s. a quarter meter rent, aud eventually on May 
19th his supply was cut off. In giving judgment for 
the consumer when he was sued by the company, his Honour 
Judge Emden thought proper to make the following observa- 
tions :—“ I cannot allow this case to pass without saying 
that it is impossible for a public corporation to carry on 
business if they abuse their powers in this way. Here we 
have a responsible gentleman, an officer who has been in her 
late Majesty's army, who has always paid his way; not a 
word can be said against him, and on a trivial claim for 6s. 
he is put to the disgrace of having his light cut off. The 
corporation has a monopoly; it is entrusted with great 
powers, but if it exercises them in such a way, it is unfitted 
to be entrusted with such powers." We confess that we do 
not altogether share tlie view so expressed by his Honour ; 
but, at the same time, the case may act as a warning to 
supply companies not to exercise their powers in an arbitrary 
manner. 


Bradford Lighting.— The Mayor of Bradford (Alderman 
Wade) on 7th inst. opened the new electricity generating station, 
known as No. 3 station, in Valley Road, Bradford. It is estimated 
that, when completed, the building and plant will represent an out- 
lay of about £140,000. The scheme of the electricity department 
includes the extension of the present building now opened for the 
accommodation of five cther engines, and when this is accomplished 
there will be provided a total horse-power of something like 20,000, 
whilst the total expenditure will come somewhere near a quarter of 
a million of money. There were present at the opening ceremony, 
in addition to the Mayor, the Mayoress and Miss Wade, Mr. C. E. 
Dowson (chairman of the Electricity Committee), several of the 
members of the Committee and Council, the town clerk (Mr. Е. 
Stevens), Mr. R. A. Chattock (electrical engineer), &c. A luncheon 
followed at the Town Hall, at which the Mayor presided. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. THomrson & Oo., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 829, High Holborn, London, W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inguiries should be addressed. : 


16,158. “ non ovements in themanufacture of incandescence electric lamps." 
Н. Hocor and J. BARROLIER. July 27th. (Complete). (Date applied for under 
Patente Act, 1901, April 8tn, 1908, being date of application in France.) 


oe “ Kiectrical fog-signalling apparatus.“ О. R. St. J. PALMER. July 
th. 


16,481. “Improvements in and connected with apparatus for electrically 
locking railway carriage doors." W. WALMSLEY. July 27th. / 

16.509. Improved field magnet for electrical machines." T. A. HEARSON* 
(Eleotricitäts-Gesellschaft Alioth, Switzerland). July 27th. (Complete). 

фон "Improvements in electric hoist controllers." W. H. Scorr. July 


16,518. Improvements in and relating to electrical fuses or cut-outs.” 
W. R. Macponacp and G. E. Hzyr-Dia. July 27th. 

16,514. “Improvements in indicating devices for use with electrical fuses or 
out-outs.” W. R. MíACDONALD and G. E. HEyr-Dia. July 27th. 

15,534. “Improvements in and relating to secondary galvanic batteries.” 
M. SCHNEIDER and J. BEIssBARTH. July 28th. 

16,594. “ An improved process for making fireproof casings and covers for 
electric conductors." H. R. Romney. July 28th. 

16,686. Improvements in insulator brackets for telegraphic or telephonic 
purposes.” С. Н. BRANDRETH. July 29th. 

16,661. “improvements in and relating to electrical heating devices." М.Н. 
SCHOENBERG and J. W. EpwaRbs. July 29th. (Complete.) 

16,711. ‘*Insulators for electrical terminals.“ J. A. Davenport and A. F. 
Guy. July 80th. 

16,740. Improvements in time-limit electric circuit controllers.” 
CAROLAN. (The General Electric Co., United States.) July 80th. 

16,741. "Improvements in electric arc lamps.” E. A. CaRoLAN. (The 
General Electric Co., United States.) July 30th. 

16,742. ‘Improvements in electric cut-outs or switohes." E. A. CAROLAN, 
(The General Electrio Co, United States.) July 30th. ' 

16,744. “Improvements in controlling electric switches.“ E. A. CAROLAN. 
(The General Electric Co., United States.) July 30th. 

16,745. “Improvements in controllers for electric motors.” E. A. CAROLAN. 
(The General Electric Co., United States.) July 80th. 

16,774. “Improvements in converting electric currents." G. Н. BAILLIA. 
July 31st. 

18,788. Eleotrio integrator.“ W. B. рлу. July 818. 

16,806. "Improvements in elec.rical fuses, ceiling roses and wall plugs, and 
method of attaching metal terminals thereto." J. M. Dovoras. July 318%. 
(Complete.) 

16,808. “Improvements in or connected with holding devices for the collect- 
ing brusbes of electrical machines.” О, ВкесЕВ. (Electricitats Gesellschaft 

oth, Switzerland.) July 81st. (Complete.) 

16,817. “Improvements in dynamo-electric machines of the class employing 
commutators.” H. M. HoBART. July 8lst. 

16,880. '*An improvement in connection with the — wheels of overhead 
driven electric vehicles.“ W. C. DUNNE and L. Levitt. July g1st. 

16,836. “Improvements in and connected with lamp-holders for electric 
incandescent lamps.” F. BU ATZ Us. July 8ist. 

16,8583. An improvement in flexible metallio PR IE armouring electrical 
conductors, and apparatus for its manufacture.“ W. H. K.BowLxy. July glst. 
16.855, ‘Improvements in sparking plugs.“ A. K.HuNTINGTON. July glst. 

16,856. Improvements in electrostatic methods of measuring electrical 
potential differences." E. W. MaRcHANT and G. W. WoRBRALL. August ist. 

16,878. Iwprovements in and relating to printing telegraph instruments.“ 
С. M. STINER. August ist. (Complete.) 

16,902. ‘‘Improvements in electrical fuses.” E. N. Bray, F. R. MARENAM, 
F. E. Reiss, and Bray, MARKHAM & Reiss, LTD. August 184. 

16,907. "Improvements in controllers for electric motors." J. BusH. 
August lst. 


E. A. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Oopies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Mesars. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 899, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 0d. 
(in stamps), 


2,065. “Improvements in or relating to driving gear for electrically-propelled 
vehicles.” . L. Wise. (Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon, Oerlikon, Switzerland.) 
Dated January 25th. 

2,084. “Improvements in joints and joint-boxes for electrical conductors.” 
G. Wilkinson. Dated January 27th. 

2,125. “Improved electric measuring apparatus with movable spools.” 
Dr. В. Franke. Dated January 27th. 

2,159. "Improvements in and relating to electric fuses.” C. E. С. Shawfield 
and E. P. Wetmore. Dated January 27th. 

2,201. “I myrovem ents in or connected with massage and electro-therapeutical 
apparatus." . R. Paterson. Dated January 28th. 

2,248. "Improvements in electric galvanio belts.” Н. Н, Lake. 
Spalding, U.S.A.) Dated January 28th. 

2,264. ‘* Improvements in electric insulating compounds for conductors and 
the like, and in the method of applying the ваше.” British Thomson-Houston 
Co. (E. Thomson and J. G. Callan, U.S.A.) Dated January 28th. 

2284. ''Improved means for supporting and connecting electrio lamps.“ 
Н. Н. Cooper. Dated January 28th. 

2,810. *''Improvements relating to electrio telegraphy.” A. Muirhead. 
Dated January 28th. 

2,848. “Improvements in cooking stoves heated by oll, gas, or electricity.” 
H. J. Yates and D. R. McNeill. Dated January 29th. 

2,377. ‘Electric heating fabrics.” J. M. C. Herrgott. Dated January 29th. 

9,492, “Improvements in connections forconcentric electric cables.“ J. R. P. 
Lunn. Dated January 30th. 

2,198. “Improvements in casings for electrical conductors, gas and water 
pipes, and the like," J. D. Palmer. Dated January 30th, 

2,520. Improved means of connecting and disconnecting electric mains or 
cables in street boxes." S. E. Britton. Dated January 31st. 

2,521. '*An improved disconnecting box for electric mains, with means for 
rendering the tame gas and waterproof." 8. E. Britton. Dated January 3lst. 

2,552. “Improvements in electric couplings or terminals." E. Hardman. 
Dated January 3ist. 

2,584. “Improvements in rbeostats or electrical resistances.” A. B. Rigby 
and E. G. Scott. Dated January lst. 

2,587. “Improvements in electrodes for arc lamps." С, D. Abel. (Siemens 
and Halske Aktien-Geseilschaft, Berlin.) Dated January 8186. 

2,659. “Improvements in and connected with resistance switches for electric 
circuits.” G. Page. Dated February lst. 


(В. J. 


2,666. ''Improvements in brush-holders for dynamo-electric machines. 
British Thomson-Houston Co. (H. F. T. Erben, U. B. A.) Dated February lst. 

2,674. “Improvements in and connected with electric meters of the thermal 
type." М. P. Thomsen. Dated February Ist. 

2.700. Telephone exchange circuit." О, Lambert. Dated February 8rd. 

2,701. "Improvements in telephone line jacks.” G. Lambert. Dated 
February 8rd. 


' 2,714. “Improvements in electrical switches." 
February 4th. 

2,816. Electrio battery." C. A. Allison. (W. C. Banks, U.8.A.) Dated 
February 4th. 

2,820. “Improvements in apparatus for the electrolysis of water." P. 
Geruti and R. Pompili (trading as Garuti & Pompili). Dated February 4th. 

2,825. “Improvements in time electric switches." H.J. Cogswell. Dated 
February 4th. 

2,840. ‘‘ Improvements in street lamps or lanterns for incandescent electric 
light." E. Stanley and British vrism Globe Electrica] Co. Dated 
February 4th. 

2,860. “Improvements in and relating to automatic fuse cut-outs and 
out-ins.” A. Vandam and T. H. Marsh. Dated February 4th. 

2,984. “Improvements in apparatus for use in starting and controlling 
electric motors." А. H. Adams and J. T. Mould. Dated February 5th. 

2,987. “Improved means for Producing chlorates or perchlorates of the 
alkali metals.“ R. Threlfall and G. E. Wilson. Dated February 5th. 

2,990. Improvements connected with incandeseent electric lampe." J. 
Swinburne and M. Solomon. Dated February 6th. 

8,024. ''Improvements relating to electrico traction by the surface contact 
system." B. Cruvellier. Dated February 6th. 

8,09. ''Improvemente in and connected with current collectors for electric 
vehicles.” L. Lavagne and L. Bertrand. Dated February 6th. 

8,001. Improved automatic shunt coil core for aro lamps.“ A. E. Carter. 
Dated February 6th. 

8,608. Improved manufacture of strands for telegraph and telephone 
cables." Siemens Bros. & (Siemens & Halske, Aktiengesellschaft, 
Berlin.) Dated February 12th. 

8,610. "Improvements іп electrically-propelled vehicles for single rail 
elevated railways.“ F. B. Behr. Dated February 12th. 

8,157. “Improvements in arc lamps.” Н. T. Harrison and Improved Elec- 
tric Glow Lamp Co. Dated February 12th. 

8,166. “Improvements in and relating to multi-polar electrical dynamos ог 
motors." D. Bergmann. Dated February 7th. 

8,224. Improvements in inter-communication telephone systems.” L. 
Cerebotani and M. Baumer. Dated February 8th. 

8,236. ‘‘ Improvements in means for operating switches or points of railways 
or tramways.” T. H. Bettney. Dated February 8th. 

8,248. Improvements in electric signal register and telephone p rris 
P E (Yurgae Signalphone Manufacturing Co., U.S.A.) Dated February 


R. F. Hall. Dated 


8,259. “Improvements in mercury vapour electricity lamps." E. Schattner. 
Dated February 8th. 

8,265. “ An improved multi-tubular radiator especially applicable for motor 
carriages.” A. Loyal. (Date applied for under Patents Aots, 1901, November 
29th, 1901.) Dated February 8th. 

8,279. “Improvements in conduits for electric cables and the like." J. Place 
and Sons, &nd W. H. Place. (Grant of Patent refused.) Dated February 10th. 

8,336. "Improvements in electrical resistances.” R. Hopfelt. Dated 
February 10th. | 

8,874. “ An improved protective operating device for electrio motors and like 

urposes." J. Y. Johnson. (Electric Controller & Supply Co., U.S.A.) Dated 

ebruary 10th. 

8,416. "Improvements in switches for electric light circuits and the like.” 
J. Jones and J. Jones. Dated February lith. 

4,184. Improved revoluble telephone mouthpiece.” F. W. Moenninghoff. 
Dated February 18th. 

4,180. “Improvements in electrical synchronism indicators.” K. Edgcumbe, 
E. I. Everett, and F. Punga. Dated February !8th. 

4,254. "Improvements in or relating to electric cells or batteries.“ H. Н. 
Lake. (Soc. Anon. Le Carbone.) Dated February 19th. 

4,262. “Improvements in or relating to telegraph instruments.” H. 
Cunningham. (E. Bing and H. Nevill.) Dated February 19th. 

11,177. "Improvements in apparatus for opening and olosing electric 
circuits.” H. Hirst and C. F. Trippe. Dated May 15th. 

11,428. “Improvements in electrical dam dredges.” Е. Chaquette. Dated 
May 17th. 

11,489. ‘‘ Improvements in starting devices for alternating-current induction 
motors." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and H. 8. Meyer. Dated 
May 20th. 

11,814. “Improvements in means for preventing commutator sparking in 
d эше machines." Н. Н. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated 

ay 24th. 

11,820. “Improvements in; or та to systems of electrical connections 
for current measuring instruments." . Н. Lake. (General Electrio Co.) 
Dated May Ath. 


11,824. Improvement relating to dynamo-electrio machines.” H. Н. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 2ith. 
11,827. “Improvements in magnetic clutches.” H. H. Lake. (General 


Electric Co.) Dated May 2ith. 

11,828. “Improvements relating to dynamo-electric machines." H. H. Lake, 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,830. ‘‘Improvements in brush-holders for dynamo-electric machines.“ 
H.H. Lake. Dated May 24th. 

11,884. Improvements in electric condensers.” H. H. Lake. (General 
Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,886 ‘Improvements in or relating to commutator brushes and brush- 
holders for dynamo-electric machines," H.H. Lake. (General Eleotrio Co.) 
Dated May 24th. 

11,841. Improvements in apparatus for measuring the potential or strength 
of electric currents." H.H. Lake. (General Eleotric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,848. “Improvements in fuses for electrical purposes.” H. H. Lake. 
(General Electrio Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,881. "Improvements in electrio fire alarms.” L.J. Abrahams, Dated 
May 24th. 

11,972. “Improvements in electrio accumulator plates." 
Dated May 26th. 

12,080. "Improvements relating to the fleld magnets of dynamo-electrio 
machines." H.H. Lake. (General Electrio Co. Dated May 27th. 

12,158. "Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trioal incandescence lamps." C. D. Abel. (Siemens & Halske Aktiengesell- 
schaft) Dated May 28th. 


12,218. Improvements in or relating to electric ignition mechanism for 
internal combustion motors.” J. J. H. Sturmey. (C. E. Duryea.) Dated 
May 29th. 

19,517. "Improvements in multiplex telegraphy." Ө. L. Hogan. Dated 
June 2nd. 

12,764. “Improvements relating to brush-holders for dynamo-eloctrio 
пало пов and similar apparatus." H. H. Lake. (General Electrio Co.) Dated 

une 4th. 

13,255. ‘Improvements in electrical measuring instruments." А. C. Heap. 
Dated June 11th. 

18,749. An improved connecting rod for connecting telephones and 
telegraphio instruments to overhead conductors." Qi Dietz. Dated June 17th. 


A. Fischer. 
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AUGUST 21, 1903. 


No. 1,848. 


THE DISASTER AT PARIS. 


PROBABLY no occurrence of recent years has caused a more 
acute sensation of horror and alarm than the lamentable- 
disaster which took place last week on the Metropolitan. 
Electric Railway of Paris. Unfortunately, we may say 
with equal truth that no event within our memory has given 
rise to such a prodigious amount of solemn twaddle in 
the columns of the daily Press, with the result that. the 
London electric railways have experienced a distinct falling- 
off in their traffic returns, That this will be of but a tem- 
porary nature is certain, for the public soon forget, 
and in a few weeks the normal condition will be 
practically restored; in the meantime, every time a 
circuit-breaker on one of the motor-cars comes out with 
its usual pop-gun report, there is a paragraph in the papers 
describing the alarming explosion at so-and-so station, and 
the success of the heroic officials in extinguishing the 
imaginary fire. 

The devices which have been suggested to remove the 
dangers of travel in “tubes” are legion, and are for the most 
part hopelessly ineffective and absurd, or based upon a total 
misunderstanding of the circumstances. In point of fact, 
we are convinced that in this instance—we say it with 
regret—the fault lay mainly with the management. It is 
known that the fire broke out in the first instance in the 
open air; instead of completely extinguishing the flames 
there, they were hastily put out, probably only partially, and 
the train proceeded into the tunnel. The rapid motion 
naturally fanned the smouldering fire into renewed activity, 
but still the blazing train, pushed by a second, was allowed 
to proceed, until, as might and should have been expected, a 
complete breakdown took place. Even then there might have 
been no more serious result than the stoppage of traffic; but 
the crowning error lay in permitting a loaded train to 
approach the scene of the breakdown—actually to within 
800 metres! Had the train been stopped even at the 
station before the Gare des Couronnes, no harm would have 
followed. Finally, the passengers, unable to appreciate 
the imminence of the danger, appear to have lingered on the 
platform demanding the return of their fares, until the 
choking clouds of smoke, accompanied by the extinction 
of the lights, brought destruction upon them—1n the station, 
be it noted, not in the tunnel. 

Apart from the deplorable errors of management which 
we have pointed out, and which, we hope and believe, 
could never find a parallel on British railways, the lessons 
of the disaster seem to us to be concentred in those two 
factors—smoke and darkness. It was not by fire that the 
victims perished, but by suffocation ; and had they not lost. 
their way in the darkness, crowding towards a dead wall 
where there was no exit, the majority of them might well 
bave escaped. The moral, therefore, to be marked by the 
managers of our electric railways is—avoid the use of in- 


flammable materials to the utmost, and provide adequate 
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lighting, totally independent of the generating station and of 


the cables through the tunnel. 

Non-flammable wood, uralite, sheet steel, &c., must figure 
largely in the construction of the carriages, and, if possible, 
even the wooden sleepers might be replaced by steel. 

We аге not of those who foresee in our tube railways the 
probability of such a disaster as that which has taken place 
in Paris. Apart from the fact that elaborate precautions have 
already been taken to prevent the possibility of fire, and to 
provide independent lighting, it must be borne in mind 
that for thirteen years the City and South London 
Electric Railway has kept a wholly clean sheet, while 
the Metropolitan Railway has run for 40 years, and the 
District for 85, without a fire. The latter lines, it will be 
noticed, like the Paris Metropolitan, have wide tunnels 
containing both up and down lines, whereas the tubes 
have separate tunnels, Curiously enough, Mr. J. A. Baker, 
who is humorously styled “the engineer of the London 
County Council” in the Daily Telegraph, elaborately con- 
trasted the Paris tunnels with the shallow tramways pro- 
posed by the L.C.C., apparently unaware that the Paris 
railway partakes far more of the nature of the shallow 
tramway than of the Tubes 

The fact that the tunnels are separate appears to constitute 
an element of safety, for if by chance a fire should occur in 
one tunnel, it is not probable that the adjoining tunnel 
would become untenable on account of the smoke for a con- 
siderable period, so that passengers who could escape to a 
station would be practically safe. The suggestion that the 
fan at Shepherd’s Bush could be of the slightest use in case 
of fire, although it has been put forward as a safeguard, 
is, of course, mere dust throwing. 

Mr. С. Т. Yerkes has come forward as an authority on 
the subject of electric railway working, a position to which 
he is entitled only on the strength of his own opinion and 
that of the Daily Май, which attacked the Central London 
Railway with a totally uncalled-for degree of animosity. 
Mr. Yerkes thinks that American engineers have had far 
more experience of the subject than British engineers; as a 
matter of fact, while we have had an underground electric 
railway for 13 years, which has worked with unvarying 
success, there is not a single line of a similar character in 
America. Moreover, our experience of overhead electric 
railway working is almost as lengthy; it ів 
certainly longer than that of any American. Mr. Yerkes 
himself has as yet had no experience whatever 
in connection with underground electric traction, and his 
observations are well calculated to do more damage to his 
own projects than to the tube railways now at work ; for 
the District Railway also has wooden platforms, to which he 
rightly objects, to say nothing of wooden stairs, wooden 
signal boxes, wooden sleepers, and wooden rolling stock. 
Moreover, the tunnel is of similar character to that of the 
Paris Metropolitan, save in its greater size and more 
Unless, therefore, Mr. Yerkes 
takes his own advice, which is certainly sound, the railways 
ander his control will remain the most dangerous in 


substantial construction. 


London, 

However, while we think that every possible precaution 
should be taken with a view to rendering a fire impossible, 
we repeat that in our opinion the probability of such a 


disaster on our railways is exceedingly remote, and we have 
every confidence in their continued successful operation. 


THE Engineer, in discussing British and 
Foreign engineering, calls attention to the 
extreme simplicity of the former, and the 
complexity of the latter. It can, of course, make little or 
no difference whether a locomotive is called on to draw 8 
train in this country or across the narrow seas which 
Separate us from the European Continent. Yet how 
different are the machines which are set to do the same 
duties. A British locomotive is a machine of so simple a 
character that it possesses no superfluous parts. Every 
object aimed at is attained by the use of few parts. A 
foreign locomotive, on the contrary, is, as one engineer 
playfully expressed it, a most indecent machine, with all ite 
vitals hung outside, and an altogether unnecessary com- 
plication of valve gearing. The same applies to stationary 
engine work. Anyone who visited Parisin 1900, must have 
noticed the many curious and complicated valve gears and 
other details of the engines there exhibited. This com- 
plication in design applies, not only to steam engineering, 


Foreign and British 
Engineering. 


but to other things also, and it appears to be distinctive of 


the foreign designer as opposed to the direct methods of 
English work. In the matter of machine design, American 
practice has aimed rather at British than at foreign methods, 
and apart from it, less weight and less attention given to 
durability. American practice is British rather than 
European. As our contemporary remarks, the use of 
а number of pieces to secure a given end, say in 
а mechanical movement, has no terrors to the foreign 
draughtsman. The aim seems to be at a sort of 
academic perfection of movement. To us it savours a good 
deal of a divorce between the shops and the offices. The 
relative positions are those of the officer and private in the 
the army. As a well known American resident of Berlin 
once wrote Every German seeks to attain that position 
whence he can look down upon his former friends and asso- 
ciates.” With this spirit animating the officials there is 
little wonder if office designs are carried out in every crudity 
of multifarious and excessive detail. A complicated valve 
gear does nothing to promote economy of steam. A highly 
finished engine interior, as regards the internal cover and 
piston surfaces may be beneficial, but this is quite a different 
matter. Small surfaces, small clearances and steam tight- 
ness, combined with good drainage or superheat to prevent 
wetness are the points essential to economy. These various 
matters are closely connected with the whole question of 
technical education. Are Continental designs of machines 
the outcome of a superior technical education? If they are, 
then such technical education is not the sort of thing that 
we require. We may be slow to move in fresh directions, 
but when we do move it is usually to some purpose, nor do 
we stop until we have accomplished something, and what we 
do is usually well done, durable and practical. 

It is said that the German firm who so light-heartedly 
undertook to supply locomotives to India have found that 
they cannot easily meet the rigid inspection to which 
English builders are accustomed. The foreign work was not 
of the sound quality called for by the Indian railway 
officials, and there was considerable rejection of faulty parte. 
We are not short of technical men of the highest order, but 
we are too much governed by non-technical men in com- 
manding positions whose aim appears to be to try to get 
along without technical men. To grudge payment for 
engineering guidance is the most suicidal policy of any 
industrial undertaking, and it would not happen if principals 
and managers were themselves technically educated along 
sound practical lines. 
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ELECTRICITY IN MINES. 


Br T. CAMPBELL FUTERBS. 


PROBABLY no branch of applied electricity has provoked . 


more interest or discussion as to the relative advan- 
tages and dangers of its application, than that of the use of 
electricity in mines, as witness the recent Home Office inquiry. 
The reason is not far to seek, as in no other industry is the 
transmission of power so absolutely necessary, by some 
means or other, and electrical driving so suitable. 

A vast amount of capital is laid out in the various power 
plants at the collieries of Great Britain, and hence the need 
for the most efficient means of transmitting power, which has 
undoubtedly proved to be electrical. Its application is 
not one во full of difficulties and dangers as some people 
would have us believe, though the question is still in an 
unsettled state. The reason why it has not been more exten- 
sively adapted is due, to a great extent, to the position of the 
colliery manager, who is hedged in by the “ Coal Mines 
Regulation Act,” on the one hand, and the necessity of 
keeping down capital expenditure on the other, and prin- 
cipally because a colliery manager must, under the 
* Act," be a mining engineer, mechanical engineer, and 
now an electrical engineer, or, as the old saw has it, A 
Jack of all trades and master of none”; It is impossible 
to expect a colliery manager to have the technical know- 
ledge and experience in mechanical or electrical engineering 
which takes years of practice and study to acquire, and at 
the same time to have that knowledge and experience in 
mining engineering, which in iteelf requires a training of 
no less duration, and in the result electricity—which 
w. not understood—has been looked upon with doubt 
and suspicion, until it was proved that by its adoption 
money would be saved. Electrical engineers, on the other 
hand, were largely ignorant of mining conditions, but 
recognising the opening for electrical appliances, were 
keenly competing with each other. 

Thus a number of schemes and tenders have been 
placed in the hands of the colliery manager, who was 
utterly unable to express any opinion as to the merits or de- 
merits of the several tenders, and in tbe end accepted the 
lowest—good or bad. There was thus a great element of 
chance, depending on the standing and thoroughness of the 
electrical firm, as the work would be carried out with little 
or no supervision, and no doubt many of the accidents and 
much of the blundering which has occurred is due entirely 
to carelessness and ignorance, which might have been 
avoided with careful supervision, better design and work- 
manship, even though this would have entailed more 
expense at the beginning. 

It is one thing to build and run a motor with a steady 
load in a works or factory, but quite another thing 
in a colliery. The profit earned by a colliery depends 
upon the output ; the greater the output, the less the cost 
per ton of fixed charges, and consequently it is of vital im- 
portance to first ensure that the machinery upon which the 
output depends, shall be well able to do its work without risk 
of breakdown. This is the first consideration, efficiency 
being only second, and it applies to all colliery machinery, 
as the component engines and machines depend on each 
other, and the stoppage of one may stop the whole. A fused 
Wire on an electric underground hauling plant, may stop a 
whole district from producing coals, the loss во caused pro- 
bably amounting to enough to buy the plant two or ше 
times over. А breakdown of a pump may mean 
serious stoppage (and consequently loss) of all or 
part of a mine! Everything depends upon being kept 
“ going "—no matter how,“ but “kept going." This will 
probably account for so much of the machinery at collieries not 
. giving that efficiency which the up-to-date engineer expects, 
and so often drawing the remark “ that colliery people set 
no value on fuel, as they get it for nothing." Contrary to 
this impression, colliery engineers are fully alive to the 
necessity of economical working, but the machinery must 
be well able to do its work. It pays better in the long run 
to put in an engine 20 per cent. over its load than „}th per 


cent. under it. It will not be quite so efficient, but there is 
less chance of breakdown. 

In this connection there is another point of much more 
importance, and that is, safety or freedom from danger 
to life and limb; to ensure this requires the most careful 
supervision and daily examination of all machinery, a break- 
down to which might result in an injury or fatality to a 
workman. 

The first application of electricity was that of signalling, 
which took the place of the “rapper,” consisting of a 
hammer—worked by a wire, lever and bell crank—striking 
an iron plate, which become ponderous affairs when the dis- 
tance is great. Many, however, are still in use as electric 
signalling, in spite of improvements, is still in many pointa 
defective, due principally, however, to cheap material and 
bad workmanship. 

Considerable trouble was experienced by the writer owing 
(о certain shaft wires breaking, which were lead-covered and 
fastened to the shaft buntons with staples, and he finally 
put in a “multiple wire” cable, thoroughly insulated, and 
armoured with galvanised iron wires, which is freely sus- 
pended in the shaft from a beam at the surface (see fig. 1). 
The wires are led throngh stuffing boxes into watertight 
janction boxes, placed in convenient positions, with brass 
terminals mounted upon a slate base, and from there to the 
various bells and pushes as required. 
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Underground bell circuite usually consist of bare iron 
wire, on insulators attached to the timbering or roof- 
plugs. This is necessary, as it is usually required to ring 
from any point on the engine plane or hauling road, and 
when not interfered with gives little trouble; the chief 
difficulty being corrosion in wet places. Some pit-water 
will even corrode copper wire, and in one instance this diffi- 
calty could only be overcome by keeping that part of the 
line “ greased.’ 

Bells, relays and pushes should be strongly made and en- 
closed in watertight cases, so that they cannot be interfered 
with, and there is still room for an improved “ push,” the 
chief difficulty being the failure of the plunger and spring. 
Léclanche cells are generally used, but a great improvement 
would be effected by using secondary batteries, where there 
are facilities for recharging. Much more attention should 
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be given to good workmanship and quality of material, for 
in mine signalling especially, the cheapest is often the dearest 
—very many times over. 

Electricity is now generally utilised for lighting at 
collieries, for the surface at any rate, and in many cases at 
the shaft bottom. Incandescent lighting is usually 
employed, though greater economy and better lighting 
would result from а greater use of arc lamps. With incan- 
desvent lighting there need be no question of danger, even 
at the bottom of the upcast shaft of a fiery mine. 

It is, however, in the transmission of power that elec- 
tricity finds a large and useful field for application. The 
great objection to ita adoption is the risk of a spark from a 
motor brush, or an arc due to a cable breaking, causing an 
explosion ; and to remove this objection various ideas have 
been put forward. 

That it is possible to fire an explosive mixture with a 
spark from a motor brush is not disputed, and it did not 
need any elaborate experiments to prove it ; but why should 
there be an explosive mixture? Farther, why should a 
motor spark badly enough to fire it? and lastly, why should 
а cable break ? 

The normal condition of any mine is that there should be 
sufficient ventilation to render the air as pure as possible, 
and in a fiery mine there must be enough air passing around 
the working places to enable the workmen to stay their 
shift of six or eight hours without any ill effects, and in 
such an atmosphere it would be impossible for an enclosed 
continuous-current motor to cause an explosion ; and, more- 
over, an explosive mixture would first show on a safety lamp, 
and if it remained, it would be necessary for the workmen 
to withdraw, and the machine would in consequence cease 
working. 

Too mach has been said about the motor sparking and 
too little about efficient ventilation. The way to prevent 
risk of explosion is to ensure sufficient air to dilute and carry 
away any gas which may be given off. 


(To be continued.) 
_ . 


TESTS ON BROKEN CABLES— 
SOME INCONSISTENCIES IN LOCALISATION 
FORMULA. 


Norm sy E. RAYMOND-BARKER, 


(Concluded from page 251.) 


LOCALISATION FORMULA: SYNOPSIS WITH UNIFORM 
NOMENCLATURE. 


Here follows an aperçu of various localisation methods 
based on one uniform nomenclature as used by the writer, 
who ventures to submit the same to colleagues in the 
electrical profession. Examples, in themselves affordiug 
corroborative proof of the formul in question, have been 
taken from actual testa through 2003:8 ohms (ctd.) to cable 
core with copper exposure for 48 hours immersed in sea- 
water. 

Bridge ratio = 1,000 : 1,000. Currents noted on 2nd 


galvanometer shunted to 1" res. approx. 


TESTS TO S.Z. 


Br. Rdg. в, = 2,0497" when current с, = 17°32 m.a. 
R = 2,0786” „ „ С = 8417 ma, 
Rs = 2,128" А „ а = 4127 m. a. 


TESTS то F. Z. 


Br. Rdg. R. = 2,029" when current сз = 17:21 m. a. 
Ry — 2,0403” 99 99 8:366 m.a. 
ну = 2,055°6" „ „ ^ = 4:082 ma. 


The index figures here pertaining to н and c indicate the 
progressive values of k and v. The higher the resistance, 
or the higher the current, the higher the index. Thus, in a 
triple test, the strongest current'c, produces the lowest Br. 
Кар. "и. Conversely the lowest current с, produces the 


highest Br. Rdg. R, Adherence to this systematic nomen- 
clature is calculated to prevent misunderstanding. 


EXAMPLES. 
Kempe Formula for Kennelly Dual Test to F. Z. 
RI Vr, — В, VG, 
/PꝶF/ Pœaq e. ыш 
R, = 2,029" with v, of 17:21 m. a. 
R = 2,055:6" with ec, of 4 085 m. a. 
= 7,029 V 17-21 — 2.05576 VLORA = ә 003-7 ohms, 
VY 17°21 — 4085 . 
(A) Simplified Kennelly.—F.Z. 
в, = 2,029" with c, of 17:21 m.a. 
в; = 2,0556" with c, of 4'085 m.a. 


where 


1 
2 = К, — в. — R) ——,7;-———-i* 
ur] 
б, = 
— 1 a 
i V 21 j | 


iosb — - 
— 2,003:7 ohms. 
(B) Simplified Kennelly.— F. . 


n, = 2,029" with c, of 17:21 m.a. 
Ra = 2.055:6" with c, of 4:085 m.a. 


a | 
£ = Ry— (h. — к) | 


17:21 

4-035 
1721 
ze 
4:085 


r = 2,055°6 — ((2,055*6 — 2,029) 


= 2,003:7 ohms. 
(С) Simplified Kennelly.—F.Z. 
n, = 2,029" with cy of 17:21 m.a. 
в, = 2,055:6" with с, of 4:085 m.a. 


EEZ 


a —- 

‚1— AS 
C3 

Toz 

2,029 — ( 2,0526 xv 221 
(21 
pem — — 22,0037 ohms. 

1 - А/ 4085 
17°21 


Dual Test when Currents 4 : 1.—F.Z. 


с of 17:21 m.a. gave в, = 2,029". 
су of 4'085 m.a. gave Re = 2,055:6". 
т = RI — (Ry — RI) = 2,029 — (2,055°6 — 2,029) 
= 2,002:4 ohms. 
4 = 2 R, — В, = (2 x 2,029) — 2,055:6 = 2,002-4 ohms. 
Cann's Correction for Ratio when Currents not eractly 4 : 1. 
72 

5 4213: 1 — F.. 


4085 
(In use since 1895.) 

RI = 2,029“ obtained when d, = 526°5 divs. 

Re = 2,055 6“ „ „ ch = 125 „ 
where d, and d, = deflections on second galvometer used as 
milliampere-meter, or on the single galvanometer used in a 
direct reproduction test, In the latter case d, and d, would 
be corrected for E.C. 


„ 0 — 10 a J 


In present case ratio is 


122,029 —{(2,055°6 — 2,029) 4 е. = 2,008°7 ohms. 


526°5 
Darby and Fisher Method for Correcting the Result of а Dual 
4: 1 Ralio Test when Ratio not exactly 4 : 1. 

If no extra galvanometer is available to be used as a milli- 
amperemeter, to eliminate the effect on calenlations of any 
earth current that may be present, a supplementary test is 
made to S.Z. | 

Example :— With testing batteries of 40 and 10 Leclanché 
cells respectively of . 20” and 5" total internal res., also 59:4* 
and 14°85" total E.M.F. Bridge ratio = 1,000 : 1,000. 

Brinar READINGS :— 
Using 40 cells в, = 2,029 i 
| „ 10 „ R= 2.055 ·6 То ы: 


„ 40, л = т 
Li Ж 10 5 T4 = 2,128 To S.Z. 


E In case of 7,, current flowing to cable 


59°4 
zm. 2... £260:00192952 19°225 m.a. 
[0003 2,0497 T (2 x 200 19225 


In case of r, current flowing to cable— 
Q^ : 
2 = 000473 = 4:7324 m.a. 


| = 7,000 + 2,128 + (2 х5) 
| : 19-995 
| Ratio = | 
ату ТОР 
m 40625 — n, 
: V 4:0625 — 1 
2.029 d )o— 29" 
pes У 40625 — 2,0556 _ 2,002:7 ohms. 
74.0625 — 1 


Cann's Triple Test with Currents in Ratio of 4. 2. 1.—8.Z. 
б; of 17°32 m. a. gave n, of 2, 049 · 7“. 
6 of 8'417 m. a. „ в, of 2,0786“. 
054127 m. a. „ Ry of 2,128. 
Ic + Rz — R, = 2.0497 + 2, 0786 — 2,198 = 
2,000°3 ohms (approx. ). 
Ratio not exactly 4: 2 : 1. 
. Rymer-Jones's Dual Test (Modification of Cann’s).—S.Z. 
& of 8'417 m.a. gave R, of 2,078°6 ohms. 
^ of 4:127 m.a. gave Rs of 2,128 j 
т = 2°5576 В, — 1°5576 R.. 
+= (2°5576 x 2,078:6) — (1°5576 x 2,128) = 2,001°7 ohms. 
(Not corrected.) * 
Darby and Fisher's Triple Test, Based on Ki ennelly Law, 
Using any Currenis.—S.Z. 
R, = 2,049°7° with с, = 17°32 m.a. Ta = 4'1968. 
k = 2,0786“ „ cy = 8'417 т.а. 72 = 2:0895. 
Ry = 2,198" „ G = 4'127 ma n = 1. 
2 = (п. Ry —Ra)( V 74 — 1) — (ry. Re —Rj( V rs—1) 
2 = (41968 x 2 0497 — 2.128) (V 20395 — 11 — 
[ (41968 — 1) (V 2-0395 — 1) J — 
[ (20395 x 2,078:6 — (2.128) (V 4:1968 — 1)] 
[20395 — 1) (V 41968 — 1) ] 
z = 2,002:1 ohms. 
Kennelly Test, Three Measurements.—8S.Z. 
| Currents in Proportion 1 : 4 : 9. 
"į 8, = Lowest ree. with highest current in proportion 9. 
R = Intermediate res. with intermediate current in pro- 


portion 4, 
Е, = Highest res. with lowest current in proportion 1. 
2 Bat Ri — 4 (R — nj. 


2 


° See Kempe, 6th edition, p. 283, in which appear printer's 
errors :—" 5 per cent.” and 30 per cent." instead of 5”, 30”. 

Norz —The above Cann and Rymer-Jones's resulta would have 
agreed more absolutely with true value 2,003:8 ohms had the current 
tatios been exactly 4 : 2: 1 and 2: 1 respectively. These examples 
are not ече tests, but are given merely with reference to 
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Kennelly Test, Three Measurements, S.Z. 
Currents in Proportion 1: 4 : 16. 


R, = Lowest res. with current: proportion 16. 
R, = Intermediate res. with current : proportion 4. 
R, — Highest rea. with current : proportion 1. 


Ra +2 Ri — 2 (Ra = Ri). 
N. B.—Kennelly has pointed out that this test tis not 
limited to 25 milliamperes. 


Triple Test by John McGill, Three Measurements, F. Л. 
Currents in Proportion 1: 2 : 4. 


RI = Lowest res. with highest current: proportion 4. 

R, = Intermediate res. with intermediate current: pro- 
portion 2. 

Rs = Highest res. with lowest current: proportion'1. 


When RZ and n, are measured, artificial res. is added to 
battery circuit equivalent to difference between internal res. 
of cells in use, and that of battery in use for к). 

| T = R, — 4°75 (В, — Ri). 


Simplified Schaefer Formula (1) 5.7. | 
"- -@ e e 
z= R — [ (Rs — R) K ] F Ies а K — 4 
where с, = the higher current in amperes producing the 
lower resistance в. : 
„ бу == Ше lower current in amperes producing the 
higher resistance Rg. 
E.M.F. of E.C. in volts for calculation of 


Т = 


» ё = 
correction to be either additive or subtractive, 
according as it is in same or opposite direction 
to that of the testing current, 
F. 
k — = 
1 


» se 
Simplified Schaefer Formula (2) 5.2. 

— A = 9) K 1 о = 2) Кшз dE 
n, — LG в) [( — 2 3 
where c, = higher current in amps. producing lower res. ki. 

су = lower current in amps. producing higher res. ву. 
e = E.M.F. of E.C. in volts for correction + or —, 


according as E.C. is in same or opposite 
direction to that of testing current. 


r8 Ar 
Ve, 
MY а 

The foregoing summary of break localisation methods 
reduced to uniform nomenclature may prove acceptable to 
members of cable staffs who have not had the advantage— 
enjoyed by some of their elder colleagues—of watching ab 
inilio the gradual evolution of exact methods in testa to 
cable breaks. 

The work of Sir Henry C. Mance gave that impetus to 
original research among cable men, which led up to the 
enunciation, by the present Dr. A. E. Kennelly, of his law 
that the resistance to earth of the exposed copper at a fault 
or break in a cable, varies inversely as the square root of 
the current passing when this does not exceed 25 milli- 
amperes, 

Other well-known names have, from time to time, con- 
tributed further data, the present accumulation of which 
tends somewhat to confuse the mind of the young aspirant 
confronted, on his first initiation, by a variety of books and 
nomenclatures, not to speak of occasional apparent con- 
tradictions in formule. | 

A word, їп conclusion, may be devoted to a device by the 
writer, to the best of his knowledge not mentioned elsewhere. 
Where a set of high-resistance Kelvin-Varley slides stand 
handy, as is the case in most testing rooms, this apparatus 
may be used for adjusting to a nicety the various currents 
required to flow to line when testa are made on a faulty or 
broken cable. 
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In an actual example of a test—one of a series—on а 
broken cable, current powers to line were adjusted by slides 
to give on a, (or milli-ammeter) 310, 155, and 77°5 divs., 
severally representing 11°92, 5:96, and 2:98 m. a. Corre- 
sponding scale-zero bridge balances on a, were 1,869, 1,882, 
1,905 ohms. The mean—1847°3°—of two almost similar 


results caloulated from these data, was subsequently found 
to be correct within 2 ohms. 


G) $ 
(\ 
M 


(100000 онмѕ) 0 
visio. 


CONNECTIONS WITH KELVIN-VABLEY SLIDES. 


No reference has here been made to the interesting work 
done by Mr. E. Jona in curve methods of localisation, some 
graphic examples of which may be given on a future 
occasion. 


TANGENTIAL TRACTION. 


A NEW system of electric traction, called “ tangential 
traction,” has been invented by two young Russian engineers, 
Messrs. Rosenfeld and Zelenais, and has been worked out and 
made practicable with the assiduous and intelligent assistance 
of M. Julien Dulait, manager of the Electricity and Hydraulic 


Co., of Charleroi. Six years have elapsed since the inventors. 


conceived this idea, but detailed reports of the experiments 
have not been published until now. Two years ago, it is 
true, some learned societies in Belgium witnessed the first 
trials, but these only served to demonstrate the practical 
possibility of the proposed solution of the problem. 

On May 25th last, at the invitation of M. Dulait, about 
250 members of the Société Belge d'Electriciens and the 
Socié:¢ Belge d'Ingénieurs et Industriels, conducted by 
M. Léon Gérard, manager of the Société de Traction Elec- 
trique sur les: Voies Navigables, and President of the Société 
Delge d'Electriciens, and M. Du Fourni, Engineer-in-Chief 
of Roads and Bridges, and President of the Société Belge 
d'Ingénieurs et Industriels, went to Charleroi, where the 
visitors, piloted by M. Dulait and his engineers, among 
whom were included the inventors, Messrs. Rosenfeld and 
Zelenais, visited the workshops of the Société Electricité et 
Hydraulique. At noon a luncheon was provided for the 
visitors by M. Dalait, at the Bourse. After lunch M. Du 
Fourni made a speech in which, after having thanked 
M. Dulait, he announced that the Committee appointed to 
award the prize of 15,000 fr. offered by Galileo Ferraris 
—who, we may remark, by bis discovery of the revolving 
field, rendered possible the invention of tangential traction 
—had judged that, out of the 27 competitors, Messrs. 
Dulait, Rosenfeld and Zelenais were most entitled to the 
prize. This decision had beeu arrived at after a visit paid 
to the installation of tangential traction by the delegates of 
the Committee, among whom was Prof. Grassi, the successor 
of Galileo Ferraris at the Electrical Institute of Turin. 

M. Léon then spoke in the name of the Société Belge 
d'Electriciens," after which М. Dulait thanked those 
present, and described the new system. 

Tangential traction is based upon the direct application of 


polyphase currents. The most characteristic feature of the 
system is the entire absence of the rotating motor in the car, 
and of any connection between the vehicle and the source of 
electrical energy. The movement of the car is effected by 
the utilisation of a magnetic field for propulsion in either 
direction, the working of which may be described as 
follows :— 

We know that in polyphase motors generally, there is no 
electrical connection between the revolving part, which is 
called the rotor, and the fixed part called the stator. In 
consequence of the combination of the polyphase currents 
sent into the stator, a revolving magnetic field is produced, 
which, by means of the reactions produced in the rotor, draws 
the latter with it and imparts to it a rotary motion. If we 
develop along a plane surface the field magnet of such a 
motor and suspend over it at a suitable distance its armature 
similarly developed, the rotary motion will be transformed 
into a rectilinear motion, This being granted, let us con- 
sider a vehicle placed on two rails ; we will fix between the 
rails the developed field magnet, called the s/aíor, and 
Suspend under the vehicle, above the stator, the developed 
armature, called the propeller ; this vehicle will be put in 
motion when a polyphase current is sent into the fixed part 
of the system —i. s., into the stator. Under these conditions 
the magnetic field no longer revolves, but travels along. 
This principle, however simple and seductive it may appear, 
says M. Dulait, can never be applied practically as long as 
we keep to the arrangements generally adopted for polypbase 
motors.“ 

In the design of ordinary poly phase motors, in order to 
obtain efficiency and economy in construction, we are 
obliged to reduce as much as possible the air-gap—that is, 
the free space between the rotor and the stator. This air- 
gap may sometimes be no more than the fraction of & milli- 


metre. 


Of course, in industrial applications of tangential traction, 
with such a distance between the stator and the propeller, it 
would be quite impossible to obtain any regular working 
of the system. The inventors have therefore been com- 
pelled to seek for a different arrangement, enabling the air- 
gap to be increased. 

Generally speaking, to increase the air-gap without 
changing the magnetic reluctance, we must increase the 
metallic surfaces that face one another. Let us suppose, for 
example, that for a given surface of the poles we have an air- 
gap of 1 millimetre. In order to have an air-gap of three 
times this thickness, while retaining the same reluctance, 
we shall merely have to treble the size of the opposite sur- 
faces. Now, with the ordinary mode of construction of 
polyphase motors, this increase of surface could only be 
obtained by increasing the width of the iron cores. The 
winding of the copper in the slots would evidently become 
proportionately longer, and if it had the same section as 
before, the efficiency of the motor would be diminished. 

If, on the other hand, we increase the section so as to 
have the same efficiency, we must increase the dimensions of 
the slots. Magnetic leakage then increases very rapidly, and 
the practical construction of such a motor becomes im- 


possible. 


In any case, the enlargement of the air-gap means an 
increase in the quantity of copper, which, as in the case 
under consideration, may become prohibitive. 

To meet this difficulty the inventors have had recourse 
to the following expedient. Instead of enlarging the whole 
of the core, they enlarge it at the poles by means of pieces of 
sheet-iron laid transversely, the core itself being laminated 
longitudinally. By this method, the winding round the 
core retains its original length, and the surface of the air- 
gap can be increased to the extent required. 

In order to test the efficacy of these polar extensiona, the 
inventors have inverted the problem, 2.6., they have con- 


* Та passing we may call attention to the system devised by 
Prof. Perry at about the same period, in which the primary 
winding of a transformer, with a laminated iron core, is laid ia the 
track, while the secondary winding, also provided with an iron 
core, is carried on the car, and the polar faces of the stationary and 
moving cores are brought as close together as possible. The 
secondary winding was to be connected with a motor to drive the 
car. Unfortunately the preliminary experiments showed that the 
cost of laying and working the system was likely to be prohibitive. 
Single-phase alternating currents alone were used, so far as we are 
aware.—Eps. Eizo. Rav. 
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structed a rotary asynchronous motor, the stator of which is 
fitted with polar extensions. This motor, of 100 E. p., had 
an air-gap of 10 millimetres, and during the tests gave results 
quite comparable with those of motors constructed in the 
ordinary way, although the quantity of copper used for the 
winding was even less than usual. Before entering upon 
the construction of the large 100-H.P. motor, Messrs. Dulait, 
Rosenfeld and Zelenais began by constructing and studying 
a smaller motor of 15 н.р. of the same type, which gave 
entirely satisfactory results. 

In the explanation of the principle of the system, we 
have assumed the stator to be fixed all slong the track 
between the two rails, the three-phase current flowing along 
the whole length of the stator. It is evident that if we are 
considering a very long track on which trains travel at a 
considerable distance from one another, the practical and 
economical realisation of such a system will not be pos- 
sible. But when making their first calculations for a 
practical application, the inventors saw that the stator need 
not extend along the whole of the track; but that, on the 
contrary, in order to supply the normal tractive effort, it 
would be sufficient to have stators occupying only a small 
fraction of the length. Thus the track is provided with 
blocks of stators placed at regular intervals. This spacing 
has to be determined for each application, according to the 
tractive effort required and the length of the propeller. 
There is a certain relation between these magnitudes that 
will involve the minimum of cost. 

In order that the action of the stators on the propeller 
may be continuous, notwithstanding their being discon- 
nected, the length of the propeller must be equal to or a 
little greater than the distance from centre to centre of the 
stators. 

This spacing of the stators solves the problem from the 
point of view of the first cost of installation ; but, except in 
a few special cases, it fails to meet the question of the 
expenditure of energy and cost of working. In fact, each 
stator gives rise to losses of electrical and magnetic energy, 
and if we have to feed all che stators on the track simul- 
taneously, the sum of these losses will be out of proportion 
to the work supplied. 

In order to reduce these losses to what is strictly unavoid- 
able, Messrs. Dulait, Rosenberg and Zelenais designed the 
following arrangement, based on the employment of an inter- 
rupter of any type suited to the system of distribution and 
to the voltage used, and worked by a three-phase motor. The 
working of this arrangement is as follows :—The entire 
length of the track is divided into sections of suitable length, 
each containing one or more blocks of stators. All the 
stators in one section are connected in series ; the three wires 
of the three-phase winding of the first stator in each section 
are connected with the distributors placed along the track, 
and the three ends of the last stator winding are connected 
with the contact blocks of an interrupter. When this inter- 
rupter is closed, the three ends of the windings of the stators 
are connected together, and form the neutral point. The 
stators are then traversed by the three-phase current, 
When, on the other hand, the interrupter is open, the 
neutral point of the three-phase winding of the stators 
is broken, and the current no longer passes through, 
In order that a group of stators may be traversed by the 
current only when the train is passing through this section, 
the interrupter must close automatically at the moment 
that the train enters the section in question and open again 
as soon as the train has left it. This automatic opening and 
closing of the interrupter may be effected by the following 
method :—The knife-blade of each interrupter is attached to 
the rotor of a little three-phase motor, the stator of which 
is fed by а special circuit and continually traversed by the 
current. 

The rotor of the little motor has an open circuit 
winding which comprises two phases, two of the extremities 
of which are connected together, and the two others com- 
municate by two flexible conducting cables with the two rails 
of the track. The rails of one section are insulated from the 
rails of another gection. We must remark that the circuit 
of the rotor of the little motor is of very low voltage, and 
that consequently the insulation of the rails and the sections 
is insignificant. In fact, practice has shown that no special 
insulation is necessary. Until a train enters a section, the 
winding of the rotor of the little motor remains open and 


its field magnet, although continuously excited by the 
current, does not exert upon it any appreciable torque. The 
interrupter attached to the rotor remains open under the 
action of a counterpoise. But as soon as the first axle of the ` 
train comes upon the section, the rotor of the little motor 
being clesed on short circuit by the wheels and the axle of 
the car, the motor begins to move and closes the interrupter 
by raising the counterpoise. As long as a train 
remains upon the section, the rotor keeps the inter- 
rupter closed, notwithstanding the counterpoise; but 
when the last axle of the train leaves the rails 
of the section, the winding of the rotor is opened again, 
the action that was exercised by the field-magnet ceases, and 
the counterpoise, being no longer sustained by the torque of 
the rotor, opens the interrupter. 

Thus, to sum up this description briefly, by. means of the 
above arrangement, the train on entering a section closes 
the interrupter automatically, the latter opening again 
automatically when the train leaves the section. Con- 
sequently, the stators will only be traversed by the current 
while the train remains in the section. 

While the train is passing from one section to another, 
there will be a period when two sections of stators will be 
traversed by the current, in particular when the first axle of 
the train has entered upon one section, while the last axle 
has not left the section before. A special combination of 
automatic interrnpters worked by the three-phase motors 
realises first, a means of reversing the motion of the car 
itself, which is ntilised for the electric brake action by 
the stators, and second, the block gystem, which is automatic 
and absolutely reliable. 

(To be continued.) 


CARRIAGE OF MERCHANDISE ON ELECTRIC 
TRAMWAYS. 


By THOMAS UPTON, 


Goods Traffic Manager to the South Lancashire Tramways and 
Liverpool and Prescot Light Railway Companies. 


(Continued from page 253.) 


A certain amount of trans-shipment will always be neces- 
sary on tramways serving districts not on a continuous line 
of route, and although a train would consist, say, of two cars 
only, they would start with goods for various places, lying in 
different directions, besides putting out and picking up 
en roule, Now supposing such a train started from Liver- 
pool for Bolton, it might be found on arrival at Atherton that 
the goods were principally for Leigh and Lowton, therefore 
the train would be diverted accordingly, and the few goods 
for Bolton would have to be trans-shipped to another car. - 
Moreover, from “ Spur termini,” such as Tyldesley and 
Lowton, there would probably be some goods for Bolton, but it 
would not pay to run them through, neither would it be policy 
to divert а train and delay it considerably fer the purpose of 
picking up the traffic at its starting pointe ; again, it would 
not do to run anumber of wagons through to a given point, 
such as Bolton, with small loads of perhaps three or four 
packages or hundredweights. In such cases it certainly 
becomes necessary to trans-ship goods at a convenient centre, 
very much after the system adopted by railway companies. 
Of course this would not apply to full loads, but to 
groceries, provisions, drapery, and such-like traffic, in 
which consignments consist of small packages weighing 
from a few pounds to, possibly, 3 to 5 cwta. each. | 

To deal with general merchandise, and, for that matter, 
large consignments in most instances, it becomes necessary to 
establish depóts at convenient places along the line of route 
for distribution by carts or other vehicles to the con- 
signees, and to which also the public could convey their 
merchandise for forwarding to any destination if they felt so 
inclined. In short, the depót would have to be worked on 
exactly similar lines to those adopted for a railway goods 
depót. 

It need hardly be pointed out that many firms buy their 
various commodities in bulk, leaving the greater part; in the 
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hands of the carrier to warehouse at fixed charges, and геше 
orders to customers for small quantities of the bulk, whic 
‚ the latter would collect themselves, or instruct the carrier to 
deliver on their behalf. It is, therefore, evident for the 
extra labour and cartage involved, other charges must be made 
over and above that originally incurred for freight and 
delivery. These charges are known as “split” delivery 
charges, and are a source of much revenue. They are brought 
about entirely by the modus operandi 1 by wholesale 
dealers and merchants, adding considerably to the cost of 
conveyance; but they cannot be placed to the account of 
excessive railway rates. 

It may be suggested that much of the present cartage of 
heavy goods, such as raw cotton, &c., would be done away with 
by running sidings off the tramways into mills and works ; 
this is quite agreed so far, but who is to bear the cost of 
such sidings? Surely not the tramway or light railway 
company. The traders have the benefit of the sidings, 
obtain cheaper rates by reason of performing the unloading 
or loading of goods, and are in a position to suit their 
own purposes, or to order their traffic by other routes and 
means, if everything were not done exactly to their own 
ideas and wishes, when the sidings would remain so much 
dead loss to the tramway or light railway company. It 
therefore appears to me that the proper course is for the 
traders who desire sidings into their mills or works to 
pay the cost of them, and then if they did not wish to 
handle their traffic by that means, no loss would fall on 
any person other than themselves. Tramways and light 
railway companies must follow in the footsteps of the 
railway companies in these matters, and there is no doubt 
that firms, when they find it worth their while to go in for 
sidings, will do so at their own cost. 

In connection with this matter, it has been frequently 
pointed out to the writer by firms, that they would not 
allow the wagons to enter their yards, provided sidings were 
laid in, until certain hours; that they would have to be 
kept back at some convenient place until then ; that they 
could not guarantee to unload the same day or day following ; 
again, that some particular portion of a consignment would 
probably be wanted immediately and the rest not for some 
days; that they had no suitable place for storage, and 
as а consequence would detain the wagons to suit their 
convenience. By having the goods at a depót they get 
exactly what they require of a consignment, leave the rest 
behind, and the wagons are not delayed, the company 
unloading to meet their own requirements, while the small 
charge made for warehousing is cheaper and cannot be 
considered against the working value of that portion of 
their own works, which would otherwise have to be utilised 
for etorage purposes. . 

In regard to many traffics passing in fair quantities, it 
would no doubt be possible to do away with much of the 
present handling, such as loading from consignee's premises 
to lurry, lurry to railway wagon, railway wagon to lurry, and 
lurry to consignee's premises, to say nothing of the extra 
handling that takes place when merchandise is taken into 
railway depóts without rail connection and afterwards carted 
to a depót with such facilities, Such goods would be loaded 
on to an ordinary road lurry as at present, excepting that 
instead of being placed direct into the lurry, the lurry would 
contain three or more crates or detachable bodies, the goods 
being packed into such crates. The lurry would then proceed 
alongside the stage, and the crates would be rolled off by 
means of rollers attached to the under-frames on to such stage 
or wagon ; the reverse operation would be necessary at the 
destination. Thus the handling would be considerably less 
than by any means adopted at the present time ; however, this 
system would not be of much assistance with a number of 
small consignments, requiring delivery in various directions, 
as the time taken up would be too long, the goods would be 
more liable to damage by being pulled about to get at articles 
required en route, to avoid duplicating the cartage necessary 
for delivery, and it would not be possible for the depót to 
properly check, enter up such goods, and keep proper 
records. 

Detachable crates as mentioned would tend to save a 
certain amount of trans-shipment of goods, but would not 
entirely do away with it. 

Tramways and light railways in rural districte should be 

' calculable benefit to agriculturiste, in that they offer the 


very facilities which are so much agitated for; they form a 
cheap, quick and ready means of getting to the railways, and 
the question of high rail rates to the large central markets 
should soon be a thing of the past. ки | | 

It is common knowledge that the foreigner invades our 
markets on account of the alleged preferential tariff he is 
favoured with, but it must not be overlooked that he sends 
in very large quantities in one consignment, consequently 
the railway company can offer a so much cheaper rate for 
conveyance of the produce. | 

It would be an easy matter for a shed to be built along- 
side any present railway siding with tramway sidings on the 
opposite side of the stage, and for the produce of a district 
served by tramway or light railway to be bronght at low 
rates and in small quantities to the shed, and there handed 
over to а person appointed, who would keep a proper record 
of the produce, sender, and charges incurred. ‘The produce 
might then be bulked and sent away in large quantities to 
the various markete, the railway companies on account of 
the large bulk travelling at one time being compelled to give 
а low rate and quick transit, by which means the excessive 
rates question would vanish into thin air. 

The receipts on the produce and the rail charges, &c., 
would be rendered to the party responsible, who would divide 
them in proportion to the traffic forwarded by each 
farmer or grower, and hand over the remainder to those 
entitled to receive it. To carry out this idea, it would be 
necessary for the farmers and growers generally to form 
associations in their various districts served by tramways and 
light railways, and appoint their own servants. By loading 
the traffic in bulk from tramway wagons to railway wagons, 
they would also save considerably on terminal charges—in 
fact, after the initial cost of the tramway sidings and necessary 
shed alongside the railway siding, all terminal charges should 
practically cease. For large consignments of produce in truck 
loads, detachable bodies should be provided by the tramways 
or light railway companies of such a size as to be capable of 
riding within an ordinary railway drop-side wagon body. 
Sach detachable bodies should be taken over from the 
original * deck" to the railway wagon by means of rollers 
attached to the underframes, and the railway companies 
should be allowed to use these bodies on the direct return 
journey homeward for other traffic, much after the sume 
manner as is at present done with foreign stock. 

The rolling stock necessary for dealing with merchandise 
traffic on tramways or light railways is one of much import- 
ance, and of course depends to a great extent upon the traffic 
in the district to be served. However, my opinion favours 
five distinct kinds, viz. :— , 

1. Flat or deck wagons, suitable for carry ing tube " or 
** crates” on rollers, and by removing these for such traffic 
as timber, girders, portable engines, machinery, boilers, &c., 
The deck to be provided with rings for roping purposes, 
also provision for bolsters and stanchions, to be fixed as 
desired. The “tubs” should have open tops and be used 
for rough traffic, the ** crates ” to be covered boxes with end 
doors, in order to protect, perishable merchandise against the 
weather. The tubs and crates to be of various sizes, вау, 
one, two, and three to a wagon, to meet large and small 
consignments. 

2. Box wagons, ventilated at the ends, with sliding side 
doors for general merchandise requiring covering, with clips 
inside for fixing bars and hooks for“ meat traffic.” 

3. Open wagons—side drop doors—for traffic not requir- 
ing sheeting, not suitable to carry in box wagons, such as 
glass, acids, iron, oils, grease, &c., and traffic requiring 
sheeting, but necessary tu be lifted by cranes, &c. 

4, Coal wagons with side and bottom drop doors, 

5. Cattle wagons, open tops, side doors, and movable 
partitions. Such wagons to be used for “scrap” metal, 
coke, &c., traffic when not required for cattle. 

The carrying capacity of all wagons should not, I con- 
sider, be less than 16 tons. 

The method of dealing with the men who handle the 
merchandise traffic must vary according to the distance 
covered and the quantity of traffic dealt with, also the time 
necessary to work same. The drivers and guards would be 
able to deal alone with coal and full loads of traffic “siding 
to siding” in small areas, and there would only be the 
question of time to consider; whereas with general 
merchandise over a larger area, néceesitating depóta, ool- 
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lecting and delivery facilities, &c., there would be the 
clerical and porterage staff to consider also, in which case a 
daily wage would be the best, the drivers and guards assist- 
ing at depóts with traffic generally when not engaged in the 
actual transit of same from place to place. 


(To be concluded.) 
— 


TRADE MARKS AND TRADE NAMES. 


We have had occasion from time to time to direct the 
attention of readers to important decisions in the law courts 
upon questions of trade-mark law, and of the right to the 
exclusive use of particular trade names. These matters are 
of considerable importance to traders generally, for the keen 
competition prevailing to-day in every industry makes it 
necessary for manufacturers to use every available 
means, consistent with honesty of action, to make 
their goods known to the public, and to this end an 
attractive and distinctive mark or name is often of 
the greatest service. The question might be asked, 
however, whether the possession of a valid trade mark 
or of a distinctive trade name for specific goods is the more 
valuable, and usually the cases in the law courts do not help 
us to answer this question, for we do not often find 
the two issues raised in the same case. The judges 
may be asked to say whether one trader has, or 
bas not, infringed the trade mark of another; or whether 
the name adopted by one trader for his goods is an imita- 
tion of, or the same as, that used by another, and claimed 
by that otber as his exclusive ion; but these two 
classes of action are usually distinct and are seldom com- 
bined in the one set of facta, Very recently, however, a case 
has been before the law courts in which both issues have 
been tried on the same facts, and the judgment throws an 
interesting light on the relative values of the two assets. 

A firm of jam manufacturers, established for many years 
at Stockport, have been in the habit of selling their jams 
under the title of **Silverpan," which name was placed pro- 
mivently on their labels and circulars, They also registered 
as their trade mark the word *Silverpan," with the sig- 
nature of the firm underneath. The name was derived 
from the fact that, in order to secure purity, the 
manufacturers boiled their jams in pans lined with 
silver. A firm of retail grocers having a large number 
of shops in the Wigan district, began to sell jams under the 
description of Silverpan," and the wholesale manufacturers 
brought an action, in the first place, for infringement of 
their trade mark. The defendants pleaded that the mark 
was not registerable, and applied that it should be struck 
off the register, In this action the Court of Appeal, 
reversing the decision of Kekewich, J., upheld the plea of 
the defendants, and ordered the mark to be removed from 
the register (Henry Faulder & Co., Ltd., v. O. & G. Rushton, 
Ltd., L.R., 1902, 1 Ch. 125). Sec. 74 of the Patents and 
Trade Marks Act, 1888, together with Sec. 16 of the 
amending Act of 1888, provides that the Comptroller may 
register “as an addition to any trade mark " any distinctive 
word, though the same is common to the trade in the goods 
with respect to which the application is made; but the 
applicant must state the essential particulars of his mark, 
and must disclaim in his application any right to the exclu- 
sive use of the added matter, and a copy of this disclaimer 
must be entered on the register. The Court of Appeal in 
this case held that the word “ Silverpan” was at the date 
of ite registration “distinctive” within the meaning of 
the Statute, and therefore that it should have been 
expressly disclaimed when the application was made. As 
this had not been done, the order was made to expunge 
the mark. 

In this first round of the contest, therefore, the plaintiffs 
did not find in their trade mark the protection they had 
looked for, but they did not thereupon give up the contest. 
A fresh action was started before the Vice-Chancellor of the 
County Palatine of Lancaster, in which the plaintiffs sought 
an injunction to restrain the defendants from passing off 
their jams as jams manufactured by the plaintiffs by using 
the word Silverpan.” The defendants admitted using this 
word, but contended they had a right to do so, as the words 
“silver pan were, so they alleged, commonly used in the 


trade by manufacturers who beiled their jams in 
silver pans, and also by dealers as descriptive of the 
method of manufacture. After hearing a great deal 
of evidence, the Vice-Chancellor held that the word 
* Silverpan” had acquired a secondary meaning as 
indicating jams of the plaintiffs’ manufacture, and not 
jams made in a silver pan, and he granted a perpetual 
injunction. This decision has since been reviewed by the 
Court of Appeal, who have unanimously upheld it. (Henry 
Faulder & Co., Ltd., >. O. and G. Rushton, Ltd., the Times, 
May 9th, 1903.) All three Judges found that the name 
had acquired in the Lancashire district a meaning as indi- 
cating jams manufactured and sold by the plaintiffs. 

The importance of this case lies ia the fact that it shows 
that even where a trader finds himself deprived of ‘his trade 
mark through some technical flaw in the registration or 
breach of the statutory requirements, he may still find pro- 
tection for his goods in the possession of a trade name, even 
where that trade name cannot be registered as an exclusive 
mark. Of course, where the trade name is descriptive, there 
can be no right to exclusive use until it has acquired a 
“ secondary meaning," as indicating, not goods of a certain 
material or manufactured in а certain manner, but 
goods manufactured by the person using that name. 
Perhaps the best known case of the use of a descriptive 
name is the “Camel Hair Belting ” case, where an injunc- 
tion was granted against a firm using that name for their 
belting, although it was actually made from a fabric woven 
from camel hair, on the ground that camel-hair belting was 
well known on the market as belting made by the plaintiffs. 
In the “Stone Ale” case this name was used ав a trade 
mark as well as a trade name, and the Court ordered the 
name to be moved from the register, but at the same time 
granted an injunction against the defendants, holding that 
Stone Ale was commonly known as ale made by the 
plaintiffs (Montgomery v. Thompson, 1891, 8 Reports 
Patent Cases, 361). Thus it is clear that the possession of a 
distinctive trade name, or what Lord Lindley has called a 
* Common Law trade mark," is even more valuable than the 
possession of a registered trade mark. 

One reason for this state of affairs is to be found in the 
fact that our law of trade marks is at present in an unsatia- 
factory condition. It is fall of pitfalls for the unwary, and 
a manufacturer who has had a mark on the register for 
many years may suddenly find himself called upon to resist 
an application to have that mark expunged by reason of 
some alleged breach of the law. Manufacturers also often 
find difficulties put in their way by the authorities of the 
Trade Marks Office when they wish to register any particular 
mark or name. It is no doubt necessary that the authori- 
ties should guard carefully against allowing registration of 
a mark which resembles closely one already on the register, 
bnt unless there is this close resemblance, there should be 
no objection on that ground to granting the application. 
In practice, however, applicants often find a number of 
trade marks set up by the office as obstacles to the regir- 
tration of their marke, which have no apparent resemblance 
at all to the mark forming the subject of the application. 
Yet, unless the consent of the owners of these marks is 
obtained, the authorities will not grant the application. 
Traders have a distinct grievance against the Department 
for this tracing of resemblances which do not exist, as it 
really amounts to a direct discouragement of registration, 
whereas the duty of the Department is to render every 
assistance to the public. 

But if all manufacturcrs have а common grievance in this 
matter, those engaged in the electrical industry have a 
special grievance on апо ег ground, namely, that the 
classification of goods made by the Trade Marks Office takes 
no notice of electrical apparatus, and it is extremely difficult 
for any person to find the proper class in which to register 
particular goods. The authorities appear to have found the 
same difficulty, but instead of revising their classification 
and providing proper classes for electrical machinery and 
apparatus, they have in a haphazard fashion distribut: d 
these goods among the classes already existing. Thus, for 
example, if we wish to register a trade mark for an electric 
lamp and turn for guidance to the official circular intended 
to direct the public to the proper classes for different goods, 
we find that Electric Lamps (ordinary) should be put in 
Class 18. Now, Class 18 is for “ Metal goods not included 
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in other classes, such as anvils, keys, basins (metal), needles, 
hoes, shovels, corkscrews.” If the goods specified after 
the words “such as" are intended to serve in any way as а 
guide to the public to the nature of each class, could any- 
thing be more incongruous or absurd than to classify electric 
lamps with anvils, shovels, or corkscrews ? And why should 
they be classified at all as ** metal goods," when the metal 
fittings are at the best but a very small portion of the whole 
lamp, and in some cases no metal is to be found in them, 
except the tiny platinum terminals? (ne is forced to con- 
clude that the authorities have shirked their responsibilities, 
and have preferred to make a careless classification rather 
than move with the times and make changes to suit altered 
circumstances. Even their own old classification has been 
imperfectly examined in the search for the proper place to 
put electric lamps, for Class 18, which is intended for 
“ Engineering, Architectural and Building Contrivances,” 
includes * Lighting Contrivances,” and this would appear 
to be more appropriate for electric lamps than Class 13. 
It may seem to some that it is not very material what 
class goods be allotted to, provided all such goods are 
in that class, but experience will teach them to change 
their views. They will—to keep to our illustration — 
feel considerably annoyed on applying for registration 
of a trade mark for an electric lamp, to be told that a mark 
resembling theirs has already been registered by another 
person for shovels, and that without the consent of the 
shovel manufacturer their application cannot be granted. 
Yet this is what happens. The present classification was 
made nearly 15 years ago, before the electrical industry 
had arrived at ite пец important position, апа it is abso- 
lutely imperative that it should now be changed. Other- 
wise the electrical industry cannot have any fair chance of 
protecting its goods by means of trade marks. Trade names 
may still be used and, when once established, are more 
valuable than trade marks, but it takes many ‘years to 
establish them, and manufacturers have a right to expect 
that they shall have reasonable opportunities afforded them 
to use the facilities which the Trade Mark law was intended 
to provide for the protection of goods. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Electric Car Drivers. 

I am prompted, on reading Driver Quick-Stop's letter 
іп your last issue, to say a few words on this subject. I 
have had trained during the past eight years, under my 
instructions, upwards of 1,000 drivers for electric cars. I 
do not find ex-railway men the most suitable. My experi- 
ence is that young army reservists, who, before joining the 


colours, were of the country labouring classes, make excellent 


car drivers and loyal employés. Failing these, who have 
gone through a useful disciplinary training, I would prefer 
men of the labouring classes, whenthey have them put through 
& proper training, to discharged railway drivers, firemen, 
guards and shunters. These men have been spoiled for 
tramway driving, and would soon get discontented with 
tramway wages and discipline Speaking generally, the 
position to which they have attained as above on the railway 
indicates that they are “ getting up in years," whereas the 
best age for a man to become a good reliable electric car 
driver is from 22 to 25 years. My training school is the 
front of a car from the first day. This is the most practical 
school. The new hand rides on the front with a competent 
driver until he has been accustomed to the tricks and traps 
of the driver of street vehicles, and the momentum and 
movements of the electric car. Then, after a few days of 
this necessary preliminary training, he is allowed, on a quiet 
part of the line, on an up grade, if there is one, to take the 
handles and drive the car. Next he drives on the level ; then 
on a down grade. Later he is allowed to drive through the 
busier thoroughfares. During these early days, and after- 
wards, he reads carefully his printed instructions. Next a 
motor inspector, several days following, takes him to the car 
depót, and, with a car over the pit, shows him all the parts 
of the car with which as a driver he will have anything to 
do. And here in the depot а graded line is provided where 


the car is put through various forward and backward move- - 
ments, what may be called emergency movements, so as to 
show him not only the ordinary mode of controlling the car, 
but. also the extraordinary mode. The suggestion of a 
periodical examination of the driving staff is a very good one, 
and is really a necessity. By exercising care in the selection 
of drivers from amongst the applicants, and training them in 
the above manner, I find that only a very small percentage, 
possibly not exceeding 10 per cent., fail to pass the examina- 
tion of the motor inspector, who issues a certificate of 
competency or incompetency. 
Manager. 


The Electric Tunnel Danger. 


An article in the Daily Mail, of the 13th inst., gives the 
details of an interview with Mr. Yerkes, in which he is 
reported to have said that “it is absurd to talk about 
covering cables with asbestos and other non -flammable 
material, as, when a wire breaks, the current forms an arc 
which destroys asbestos as readily as wocd.” The moral of 
the article is а good one—that non-flammable wood and 
fittings should be used on electric trains wherever possible ; 
but the statement regarding the universal inflammability of 
electric cables is not strictly correct. 

As Mr. Yerkes is recognised as an authority in electric 
railway affairs, may we point out that we make a patent 
cable which will not take fire, and have used the same in pit 
work extensively, and also upon the rolling stock of a tunnel 
electric railway, it being specially examined and passed by 
the Board of Trade for this purpose. 

We agree with Mr. Yerkes that asbestos should not be 
relied upon; the materials we use are jute and hemp, 
rendered non-flammable by special chemical treatment. 
This can be applied as an outer cover to any type of cable. 

For heavy usage, such as trailing cables, we braid over all 
with leather strip, and this arrangement has been highly 
approved of by colliery experts as the safest type in use. 

Where such non-flammable cable is used, although an arc 
may momentarily occur under specially advantageous con- 
ditions, there would be no chance of the cable-oovering 
itself taking fire, as the material will not burn. 

We are quite willing to submit this class of cable to any 
tests that interested persons may desire. 


For W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 
а J. Н. С. B. 
Manchester, August 15th, 1908. 


Loading and Unloading Cars at Termini. 


Your correspondent, ** T. St. M. E.,” raises an important 
and difficult question, and one that has taxed the ingenuity 
of tramway managers from the days of George Francis 
Train. 

The circumstances of each tramway vary, but generally 
the remedy is to prevent an accumulation of gers by 
running an adequate service and loading at both ends of 
the car. 

Our practice is to discharge at the driver's end and load 
up at the rear, and when the passengers arriving have 
alighted, use the front for loading, and our bye-laws have 
been sanctioned with a clause making this legal. 

I bave had no experience of the “cattle gangway ” 
system—it would not be practicable here owing to the 


obstruction to vehicular traffic which would result, and I am 


not sure that we could load any quicker by their use. 

At holiday times we secure the services of the police, and 
two big constables in uniform at each side of the entrance 
are quite sufficient to secure orderly and quick admission. 
Our cars are 70-passenger capacity, and a 24 minutes’ service 
hitherto has been run to time, and I have no doubt a 1$- 
minute service can be run in a like manner. | 

The difficulty will gredually lessen a8 the people become 
accustomed to the use of the cars, as new passengers take 
fully 30 per cent. more time than older ones in getting on 
and off, 

Your correspondent's suggestion for laying the cars along- 
side the footpath is an excellent one for ordinary use at a 
dead-end terminus, but is not practicable in a through service, 
owing to the obstruction to, and diversion of, vehicular traffic, 
also cars running close end on would still come to a stand and 
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begin to unload and pick up away from the footpath unless 
the alongside tramway was continued for too long a distance ; 
besides, the pedestrian traffic would perforce take to the 
highway, thus endangering life and limb from passing 
vehicles. 

There is a very good suggestion for railway dead-end 
termini in the American Street Railway Review for July 
20th, 1903, p. 395. It is obvious that the rails would be 
laid on the ground level and sidings multiplied as required, 
providing there was sufficient land available. 

I shall be glad to see the views of other 


(Experienced) Tramway Manager(s). 


Our Fiscal Policy. 


I should be glad if you would allow me to point out to 
“ A Man of No Experience" what appear to me to be flaws 
in his letter on the above. 

For instance, he states that it can be shown that indus- 
tries tend to move to, and flourish in, localities adapted to 
their requirements, and he claims a natural law to govern 
this. But this is only true when no restriction of an artifi- 
cial nature is placed on this tendency. It is possible, for 
instance, to have a district sdmirably suited in every way 
for, say, silk weaving, and yet a tariff duty on exported silk 
would certainly play sad havoc with the alleged natural law. 
In fact, it has done so already. Your correspondent says 
himself that Coventry was the leading centre of the silk 
trade, therefore it is fair to suppose that it was, by the above 
reasoning, best adapted for the industry.” In that case, 
how is it that Coventry had to turn to watch making? As 
Coventry became famous for watches, I suppose it was a 
locality admirably adapted for watch making ; and yet we 
are told, by the way, that the ** American machine-made 
timekeeper spoiled the trade." This surely shows that it is 
possible to upset this alleged natural law without this con- 
siderable loss and waste, except to the partes against whom 
the artificial obstructions are directed. 

In the case “A Man of No Experience instances, this 
appears to have been Coventry, robbed of at least two 
trades for which it waa eminently adapted, and driven toa 
third, at which it is now, in spite of the statement made, 
not too prosperous. It would appear that by great pluck, 
and aided somewhat by need, Coventry took up this third 
trade. Astwo trades, both of which appear to have been 
well adapted to the town, disappeared solely through tariffs 
of a hostile nature, how long does your correspondent give for 
the life of the third ? 

Now Coventry loses first one trade, then another. Neither 
of these trades comes back to the town. What has become of 
the capital invested, first in silk mills, then in watch 
factories? The money invested in advertising, working and 
distribution expenses for first the silk, then the watches ? 
What does a skilled silk weaver do when he has to become 
watchmaker, and after that cycle maker? Is there anything 
predominant about these changes of capital and labour 
except loss? And logs to Coventry, not to the foreigner. I 
may be dense, but I do not see the blessings of Free Trade, 
as your correspondent appears to see them. 

You spoke, Sirs, some week or so ago, about the shutting 
up, or suggested shutting up, of the G.E.C. carbon business, 
and I did not at the time of reading think the argument 
worthy of you. Now, as your correspondent has taken it 
up somewhat in a laudatory spirit, I may say that it appears 
to me that the case stands thus :— 

The G.E.C. shut up their carbon department where, let 
us say, they employ 10 men. These were earning, say, 308. 
each weekly, and the carbons they made were sold at 
£1 each, each man made one carbon, and somewhere 
10 other men made bread, and clothes, and owned houses 
which they sold, and let for 298. weekly, and each of the 
G.E.C. men took one share, and had 1s. spending money for 
idle, drunken, giddy, thriftless dissipation. Now, the foreigner 
takes the G.E.C. market, and the G.E.C. close up. Their 
men do not get the 30s., but carbons are only 108. each, 
and there are, say, twice as many. Now there are only two 
courses open for the G. E. C. ex-workman. He can emigrate, 
and work at his trade for foreign carbon firms. In that 
case we lose a workman, we lose his custom, we loge his 
unit in the Empire, we lose his family and descendants for 


the country in the future, and no reasoning will turn this 
into a gain. Or else a good carbon maker becomes a poor arc 
lamp hand, and no reasoning can show a gain in that. 
Another alternative I did not mention before, although it 
crossed my mind, is that the man might live for a few days 
by eating the cheap foreign carbons. 

Really your correspondent’s attack on Mr. Byng is funny. 
He suggests that Mr. Byng returns to his previous trade of 
underselling the Briton, and so realises the blessings of Free 
Trade. I do not think I have heard anything more 
humorous than this bold admission from a Free Trader that 
the man who undersells the British manufacturer is the man 
who realises the blessings of Free Trade. Exactly. That's 
what we gay. i 

Geo. Barham. 


Hot-Wire Arc Lamps. 


With reference to your correspondent’s letter signed 
„N. D. W.,“ criticising the above, he points out that it is 
possible to design a solenoid arc lamp that is capable of being 
switched over from continuous to alternating current circuits, 
and vice versi, Personally, I should like to see this 
attempted. I can only conclude that his commercial 
experience in arc lighting must be rather limited, since I 
have frequently been asked for a change-over lamp. To 
quote you a case in point, Prof. Mundella, of the Northern 
Polytechnic Institute, particularly wanted a lamp to burn on 
his private supply (continuous current) and change over to 
the Islington supply (alternating current) and having 
inquired of various makers, he had to be satisfied with the 
PA regis solenoid arc lamp for one circuit only. Р 


As an engineer with considerable practical and theoretical 
experience with electric arc lamps when upon the staff of 
two of the more important manufacturers, I have been 
greatly interested in Mr. Tomliuson-Lee's article upon the 
Foster lamp, and also somewhat amused at the apparently 
hurried criticism of * N. D. W.” 

I entirely agree with Messrs. Foster & Co. that a large 
majority of arc lamp troublas are due to the employment 
of imperfectly-protected dashpota. 

Any device such.as the Foster lamp claims to be, that will 
diminish the energy losses due to electro-magnetic apparatus, 
must tend to increase the number possible “ in series ” at а 
given voltage. This, together with the facility for 
* changing-over" from continnous to alternating current 
and vice versá, should, in my opinion, greatly assist the lamp 
commercially by advancing the interesta of the purchaser 
and the dealer who stocks. 

It ap to me, however, that two difficulties may 
present themselves :— ' 

(a) Irregularity of burning where one or more lamps of a 
series are situated in a diffcrent temperature to the others, or 
where the temperature is variable, 

(b) The inadaptability of the hot-wire system of regulation 
to installations where the shunt current of the lamp circuit 
is employed for automatic or central control. 

Beyond these points, I can see material advantages to be 
gained by the application of the principle adopted by Messrs. 
Foster & Co., and a lighter and shorter lamp should be the 
result. Em 


Messrs. Foster & Co. ask for criticism, and I beg to offer 
a little. I think Mr. Foster must have been unfortunate in 
connection with his previous firm, in having such trouble 
with dashpote. I have handled considerably over 1,000 
lamps of various modern makes, and have only had five or 
six failures due to dashpots, which in each case was due to 
its being too open at the bottom. He claims to be able to 
do without this much-abused piece of mechanism. Nowl 
find that one of the troubles with hot-wire arc lamps (all 
makes) is that they are exceedingly liable to “ pump.” The 
strip expands too quickly and the arc has not time to form 
properly. When a hot-wire lamp pumps it is chronic, 
owing to the comparatively long time required to allow the 
strip to cool before it can start again. 

Of this class of lamp I consider the best was made by an 
American firm now defunct. It was much simpler than the 
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one described by Mr. Tomlinson-Lee and had not that 
complex arrangement of levers at the bottom. This lamp 
pumped badly. Last Saturday I saw a Foster lamp put on 
its proper specified circuit and it refused to keep alight 
for more than 10 seconds at a time. Then, when the strip 
had cooled it “tried again." This went on for an hour 
when the lamp was switched off to be seen to. Now it may 
have been that something was out of adjustment !—we will 
hope so—but for a new lamp from the works and one which 
it is claimed is “simple” and “ доев not require skilled 
attention," well—to say the least—it is unsatisfactory. 

As regards its simplicity it has certainly more parts than 
the best modern solenoid lamps which consist of central tube, 
coil, core, lifting rod and ring clutch. It also shares one 
bad point with several makes of solenoid lamp, viz., the case 
is alive. 

Regarding the 72-volt continuous arc, or lower, if you use 
three lamps on 220 volts, I would ask your readers to 
recullect the effect when two lamps (of any make) are 
running in series, and for some reason one has a 70-volt arc 
and the other 90. I think they will agree that the 90- 
volt arc is more than 50 per cent. better than the 70-volt 
one, which reminds one of a open type trimmed with flat- 
ended carbons. 

I can endorse N. D. W.’s” assertion that “ change-over "' 
solenoid lamps can be made. They are. 

I think Mr. Foster will have trouble with the top carbon 
holder sticking when dirt gets in the central tube. 

I should like information on one point. It seems to me 
that there must be a comparatively large difference between 
the current at, say, five minutes after starting and when 
about to feed, as the strip has to shorten. With solenoid 
lamps the coil and core can be во proportioned that a very 
small difference in the current is sufficient to allow the 
carbon to feed. : 

Enclosed. 


Wanted: A Good Commercial Incandescent Lamp. 


Can any of our lamp manufacturers tell us when we are 
to get a good commercial incandescent lamp ?— That is to say, 
a lamp with which our consumers of electricity may feel 
that they are receiving good value in light for the cash paid 
for current consumed. At the present time, many of the 
electrical undertakings in the country are experiencing a 
period of depression in which the new consumers of elec- 
tricity are not coming on to their mains as quickly as they 
could wish. Of course, an electrical supply commences, so 
to speak, at the top, taking the cream of the consumers in 
the early years of its existence, and has perforce to work 
slowly downwards in point of the class of consumer con- 
nected, and the number of lamps per connection; but, even 
allowing for this, the bulk of our electrical undertakings 
have arrived at a period when there is not that rush of con- 
nections that they found a year or two ago. We can trace 
this almost entirely to the incandescent lamp, in its present 
stage of existence, although a triumph of electrical and 
mechanical construction, not giving, to put it plainly, good 
value in light for the money paid for the current it con- 
sumes. One fact, amongst three or four others which might 
be cited, will show this. When we consider that the same 
amount of energy used in lighting 10 16-C. Pp. lamps, giving 
160 с.р. of light, will, when used to drive an electric motor 
in a clothing factory, turn 14 to 16 sewing machines and 
the accompanying shafting, it becomes at once apparent that 
an improvement in the light-producing devices is strongly 
needed. The advent of the Nernst lamp promised, at first, 
some relief in the direction of cheaper light, but the initial 
cost of the lamp complete, and the fact that the luminous 
portion is somewhat sensitive to those changes of voltage 
which every supply company or corporation must have at 
odd times, have retarded its coming into general use. 

The price now charged for the unit—say, an average of 
44d., or perhaps 4d.—is not excessive, and is rapidly 
approaching a point when it will be diflicult to make a 
further reduction. 

What we require is a lamp that will compare favourably 
as regards illumination, and more particularly cost per 
candle-power with the incandescent gas mantle, the use of 
which has increased the consumption of gas, and retarded 
the progress of electric lighting in almost an inverse ratio. 

An incandescent electric lamp taking 1 or even 2 watts 


per candle would increase the number of lamps connected 

to the mains of the bulk of our undertakings to double 

their present figures in a very short space of time; and I 

hope we may hear that the makers bave something in the 

direction indicated well on the way towards bringing out. 
H. H. M., 


Assistant Engineer. 


Electric Rock Drills. 


I have read with interest the article on the above subject by 
Mr. T. Campbell Futers in the current number of the REVIEW, 
including the extracts from a letter by Mr. Lawrence, who, it 
is said, complained that the expense of keeping electric drills 
in repair was too heavy, and (from my experience to date 
with electric drills, I have failed, as yet, to find one which 
can replace the air drill, for every day use in metalliferous 
mining) I should very much like to read the experiences of 
other electricians with the electric drills, as my 
experience over a period of two years does not coincide with 
that of Mr. Lawrence. Our drills in use are Gardner's, size 
D. The expense of keeping the drills in repair has been 
practically nil, and the only trouble has been caused by the 
breaking of piston buffer springs. 

This is not a fault of the machine, but can easily be 
traced to the machine-man, either in not keeping the drill to 
its work, or forcing the drill to work on a very short stroke ; 
a machine driven in this manner will find employment for 
one man in renewing springs alone, but when the drill is 
used with ordinary care the cost of maintenance is very 
small indeed. 

I quite agree with Mr. T. Campbell Faters in saying that 
the new drills do not get fair play by the men, but the miners 
are not the only individuals who decry the merits of the 
electric drill. .This little form of pleasure is also indulged 
in by men from whom one would expect a little more sense 
than from an ordinary miner. 

I have often heard it expressed when exhibiting there 
drills that they do not do the same amount of work as an 
air drill. 'They certainly do not, but, allowing weight for 
weight, and taking power into consideration, I think the 
electric drill will hold its own with any other drill on the 
market. The work accomplished in an eight hours’ shift by 
two men with one drill is as follows :—Setting up column 
and drill, boring five or six holes of from 2 ft. to 4 ft. 
averaging about 18 ft. in all, dismantling and carrying drill, 
machine, tools, &c., back to cross-cut about 50 yards away 
from face; then blasting and turning back broken ground 
ready for the next shift. Nature of ground: — Lead, blende, 
and hard blue slate or country rock, fairly hard. 

Charles A. Fox. 

Trefriw, August 18/4, 1903. 


Entropy. 


In an article on “ Entropy” under my name that appeared 
in your pages on March 6th, I wrote that the meaning 
ascribed to this word had undergone change, and that it 
was now used as synonymous with * entropy per unit mass " 
as distinguished from what I called the © mass-integral " of 
entropy. Although this was in a paragraph-digression from 
the main purpose of the article, it is due to those who may 
have read it that I should state that I was mistaken in this 
point, and that I find that the most recent authorities on 
theoretical thermo-dynamics in England, France, Germany 
and America, use the word “ entropy in the sense of the 
* mass-integra]."' 

Without in the least desiring to suggest the use of the 
word except in the sense employed by these authorities, I 
may, perliaps, say that, on the other hand, I myself see but 
little important practical application of the idea of the 
entropy mass-integral, while the idea of entropy per unit 
quantity of homogeneously-conditioned matter appears to 
me of the most fundamental practical importance in thermal 
and thermo-dynamic physics. In all our modern books upon 
steam and gas engine theory, so far as I know, what is 
referred to as ** entropy " is this entropy per unit mass. The 
word must here be looked on as an ellipsis for “entropy per 
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unit mass: but the fact that this idea alone has established 
itself in this sort of book seems to indicate that this is the 
useful form of the general idea. 
Robert H. Smith. 
Westminster, S.W., 
August 17th, 1908. 


[4^ Ecrave” asks for particulars of a pantograph, which 
he believes to be an American idea, applied to engraving 
letters on metals, glass, &c. Can anyone help him to the 
name of makers or agents? 

Another correspondent asks for the name of the makers of 
Craven’s patent liquid starting switch.—Enps. Erec. Rev.] 


COMPRESSION IN THE GAS ENGINE. 


By W. H. BOOTH. 


In the discussion on Mr. Humphreys’s paper at the recent 
Engineering Conference, attention was called by myself to 
the faults of hydrogen and hydro-carbon gases. There is 
a difficulty in securing а sufficient degree of com- 
pression without danger of premature explosion. With blast 
furnace gas there is but little hydrogen, and this gas is 
therefore safer to employ than Mond or similar hydrogenous 
gases. Mr. Humphreys is reported to have replied that the 
difficulty was not experienced by him. As this question is 
of importance, the diagrams herewith reproduced have been 


—. 
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Revs., 104 p.m.; compression, 118:76 108. ; max. pressure, 1870 tbs, 
mean presaure, 62:5 Ibs. 


Еа. 1. 


taken from a number given by а blast furnace gas engine: 
with a cylinder 27 in. x 30in. Fig. 1 was taken with a spring ` 


scaling 200 lbs. per in., the remainder with a spring of 
100 lbs. In fig. 1 it will be observed that the compression 
attains to 118°75 lbs., and this is in excess of what can 
usually be done safely with more hydrogenous gases. 

Some further information on the degree of compression to 
which gas engines are regularly and safely being worked 
wonld be useful to engineers generally. 

Unless pistons are water jacketted, a gas engine cannot 
very well use a rich gas with a compression exceeding, say, 
five atmospheres abeolute. 

The diagrams are interesting also as showing a point to 
which the writer has previously drawn attention in these 
columns. This is the delayed explosion. 


Max. pressure, 130 Ibs.; mean pressure, 56:3 lbs. 
Fig. 2. 


It will be observed that when the piston starts ont on the 
explosive or working stroke, there is no rise of pressure 
shown. The gas is evidently in course of combustion, for 
the diagram does not repeat the compression line, but in 
fig. 4 there is a momentary drop of pressure, Ultimately, in 
all the diagrams the pressure rises above that of compres- 
sion, but does this so gradually that the old idea of explo- 
sion must be quite abandoned. There is no explosion; 
there is ignition, which gradually intensifies the pressure, 
followed by the usual expansion. In the conventional gas 
engine diagram, which has been laid down on steam engine 
Anes, the explosion is sudden and severe. An enormous 
temperature is generated in the cylinder at a time when the 
piston is standing still, and the crankshaft is revolving at 


full speed heavily pressed against its bearings, yet receiving 
no turning moment from the heavily-loaded piston. The 
heat of explosion is going rapidly into the jacket and heat- 
ing water instead of doing useful work. The crankshaft is 
converted into & brake. 

If figs. 3 aud 4 be more particularly examined, it will be 
found that the fullest diagrams accompany the latest and 
slowest ignition. This certainly appears to prove that late 
and slow ignition is economical, as reasoning says it ought 
to be. 

Maximum pressure is attained when the crank is at a 
position of useful effort, and heat is applied to the expand- 
ing gases when they require it, and it is thus more efficiently 
converted into work than when set to heat the jacket water. 


Ibs. 


шыс —— 


Mean pressure, 56:3 lbs. 


Fra. 3. 


Numerous other diagrams show the same results, and it 
can hardly be disputed that the late ignition is correct for 
the conditions met with in practice. Gas engine practice 
must be ruled by the conditions set by the jacket and not 
by any misplaced confidence in thermo-dynamic ideals which 
do not exist, but are rendered impossible by the water jacket. 

Ideally, of course, one indicator diagram is as good as 
another of equal area, but practically this is not the case, 
the best results going with a diagram which possesses area 
at the best crank-angle, and does not throw away an excess of 
heat when the piston is standing at the dead point, a matter, 
it may be, of small moment in respect of the braking effect 
referred to above, but of considerable moment in regard to 
the jacket effect. Too much has been attempted in the way 
of copying the diagram of the steam engine, and there is no 
clear evidence that the vertical steam line of the steam 
diagram and its sharp corner are essential to economy of the 
highest order. As an engine, however, which to keep warm 
is our best endeavour, the steam engine is a superior machine 
to the gas engine, which has to be kept cold—a piece of 
sheer folly in a heat engine, only to be excused on the ground 
of our poor materials of construction. If, however, the 
jacket must be employed, it becomes wise to minimise its 
faults by converting heat into work at a temperature of best 
efficiency, which will be one that will enable the maximum 
proportion of heat to be converted into work, and the 
minimum to be wasted in the jacket, which is to the gas 
engine what the condenser is to the steam engine when 
the air pump is removed. 


Mean pressure, 56°6 lbs. 


Fia. 4. 


The superior total efficiency of a gas engine over a steam 
plant, is merely due to greater compactness of the whole 
cycle of operations. 

All the diagrams are from an engine using blast furnace 
gas with pistons uncooled. Can the same continuous record 
of high compression be shown with a richer gas, and if it 
can, cannot the poorer gases containing only CO be even 
further compressed with safety? Presumably it will not be 
argued that carbonic oxide ignites at lower temperatures 
than hydrogen. 


King's College, London.—The next session commences 
on October 18 Day and evening classes are held in civil, 
mechanical and electrical engineering, and as the College is part 
of the University of London, the Diploma counts towards the 
engineering degree of the latter. See “ Official Notices“ to-day. 
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REVIEWS. 


Storage Battery Engineering, By Lamar LyNpoN. New 
York: McGraw Publishing Company. Price $2.50. 


This book deals with Storage batteries from the point of 
view of the general engineer or user, rather than from that 
of the manufacturer or specialist, and is divided into two 
parts. The first part deals with the general history of 
storage batteries, the second with their application and use. 

In the commencing chapter the theory of the battery is 
dismissed in a few pages, the writer not discussing very 
deeply the various reactions, but, as the book is to be read 
from the point of view above-mentioned, this fact 
may be considered more of advantage than otherwise. 
The chapters following on general requirements, voltage, 
quantity and distribution of active material and electrolyte, 
give in the small space at the author’s disposal an excellent 
résumé of the various points on which they treat, The 
chapters on internal discharge, influence of temperature, 
capacity variation, internal resistance and efficiency, are all 
excellently written, and give in a condensed form the most 
important points which it is so necessary for users to be 
acquainted with in order to get the best resulta from their 
batteries. 

The next three chapters—those on durability and causes 
of deterioration, on diseases and their remedies, and on care 
in management—are by far the most important chapters 
contained in the first part of the book. Here are set out 
very clearly the difficulties which may be looked for, their 
causes, and the best means of overcoming them, and a good 
idea is given of the various troubles which arise through 
wrong treatment or insufficient attention. The remedies 
which are suggested for counteracting these troubles are in 
all cases well considered, although in one or two of the cases 
they are hardly practical, notably that referring to the 
rejuvenation of negative elements by reversal, and that 
referring to the shedding of active material by putting an 
envelope over the paste. 

Six Chapters, XV.—XX. inclusive, refer to the many 
better known types of batteries, methods of formation, and 
manufacture. Chapter XXL, referring to assembling and 
installing, is also a very practical and well-written descrip- 
tion of the best methods at present in use. That referring 
to testing, while not quite so interesting from a user’s stand- 
point, deals with all the points which it is necessary to 
determine in order to compare any two types or systems of 
storage batteries. 

The second part, and by far the most practical and 
useful to the engineer, deals with the various methods 
of using storage batteries both for lighting and 
traction circuits, and charging and regulating, automatic 
and otherwise. This part also treats of the various systems 
of boosting, both hand-regulating and automatic, and is in 
fact a very clear and full exposition of the various details in 
connection with the use of storage batteries in practice, 
explaining the methods and advantages under different 
conditions of the various systems of regulating and 
charging. 

It is undoubtedly this last portion which will be most 
useful as a work of reference, and engineers who are 
thinking of installing batteries in connection with their 
supply, either for traction or lighting purposes, will find the 
proper conditions under which to instal and work the 
batteries for the nature of their requirements carefully 
described in this volume. The drawings are good and the 
book is excellently printed, there being a large number of 
diagrams of large size of connections, switchboards, and 
instruments, which are exceedingly clear. 


A First Course in Machine Drawing. By GEO. HALLIDAY 
Wh. Sc. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 


We gather that the drawings contained in this book are 
intended as an exercise in tracing, and instructions for the 
benefit of the student are contained in the first few pages. 
It is, of course, almost an impossibility to make the work of 
the student conform to what he may be called upon to do in 
the drawing office, as very few of these departments adopt 
similar methods, and the present-day student, who has 
obtained a knowledge of the rudimenta of machine design, 


and can show some sample inked-in drawings of average 
merit, will probably find his services in demand for some- 
thing better than tracing. 

For a book which lays claim toa practical character, it is 
noteworthy that the instructions make no mention of the 
use of tracing cloth, a medium which is in everyday use in the 
drawing office, and which may require a slight acquaintance 
to overcome its tendency to stretch, and its inherent 
greasiness. 

The importance of keeping pens sharp and instrumenta in 
good order, ought to be insisted upon. 

The instructions as to drawing curves, while definite as to 
the pen side of the compass, ignore the centre which is 
in many cases of comparatively more importance when 
accuracy is desired. The use of needle-pointed instrumenta 
or celluloid centres, with a view to preventing the student 
from digging a miniature bore hole with his compasses, 
deserves more attention than is usually bestowed upon it. 

As photogra hic printing is so largely employed, it would 
be well to а the advantages of tracing with thick 
lines for this purpose. | 

In the matter of instruments, vulcanite squares are recom- 
mended; this is surely a survival of the ancient, and 
ignores the many advanteges of celluloid, which embrace 
cleanliness in rubbing (vulcanite collecta and dirt), 
and a certain amount of transparency, which enables the 
drawing to be seen through them. 

The drawings given are bold and quite suitable for the 
p stated. The value of those shown towards the end 
of the book would be increased if more dimensions, &c., were 
given, thus enabling the student to become efficient in what 
is, after all, the most important feature of a working 
drawing. 


Modern Locomotive Practice. By С. E. Wourr, B.Sc., &c 
Manchester: The Scientific Publishing Co. 


Modern locomotives are called on to run further without 
a stop, to haul greater loads, and to attain greater accelera- 
tion than old locomotives were called upon to perform. But 
here they seem to stop. The old-time engines did faster 
work and quicker service, but they did it under lighter con- 
ditions. 

Clarke’s formula for train resistance is— 

v? 
R — 8 + 171 


To-day, M. Laboriette's formula, reduced to English, 
gives 


y3 
R = 8:25 + 981? 


where, as above, R = pounds per ton of engine and train 
and v = miles per hour. 
Mr. Deeley gives— 


3 
в = 3 + соу 


which is very close to the French formula. Clarke's formula 
appears to-day about 5 lbs. high at 20 miles and 25 lbs. 
high at 90 miles. We note а misprint of 21 for 31 in Mr. 
Deeley’s results at 90 miles on p. 8. 

Experiment has shown that when running a locomotive 
does not slip its wheels appreciably. This has been tried, we 
are told, on a length of 123 miles, It is also stated that a 
coupling rod costs 2 lbs. of coal per mile to work it. 
Hence the advantage of single engines with steam sand- 
ing to start with. The Midland single is credited with 
having run 1} miles in 50 seconds, or at the rate of 90 miles 
per hour. 

We rather agree with the author in doubting the efficiency 
of the steam dome, and are glad to see he discards the right ` 
of Webb’s “Greater Britain" to claim the central smoke 
box of this '*long-stomach" engine as a combustion 
chamber. Already the gases have passed through a set of 
longish tubes ! 

Many details will be found in the book, and also several 
excellent drawings of some of the latest engines. The loco- 
motive has grown to the very limit of the loading gauge, 
and very little opportunity for further growth is visible. 

Electrical traction men now know, perhaps, the worst 
they have to meet. | 
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The book is of considerable interest. Parts might have 
been simplified; for example, the section on balancing, 
which is too mathematical, and, like much mathematical 
work, neglecta important data—in this case the valves, which 
appreciably affect the question of balancing, and yet are 
always overlooked. 


Analyses of British Coal and Coke. London : The Colliery 
Guardian, 


This book is a collection of analyses of the coals of 
Northumberland, Durham, and Yorkshire. It is curious 
that British coals should be the best yet found in the world. 
Some of the French coals equal them in calorific power ; 
there are good American coals, but for all-round excellence 
and capacity to carry long distances there are no coals like 
ours. Hence the foreigner comes in, and we allow our 
grabbing coalowners to overoharge home consumers and sell 
cheap to the foreigner coal which can fiever be replaced, and 
is fast going from us. 

The book contains analyses and gas yields and calorific 
capacities. It includes a large number of analyses from all 
the principal seams. The calorific capacities are given for 
the steam coals in pounds of water evaporated per pound of 
coal. A few Scotch coals are added at the end of the book, 
which is a most useful collection of data. Further parts 
are P be issued to cover, we presume, all the British coal 
fiel 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 


(From осв SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT AT JOHANNESBURG.) 


July 27th, 1903. 


Pictermaritzburg, Natal.—The tender of Messrs. Strong & Moore 
for the construction of the permanent way for the electric tramway 
system at £16,856 has been accepted. 

Durban, Natal.— The municipality has now published its intention 
of reducing the fares on the tramway system from August 1st, and 
the receipts are expeoted to amount to £100,000 during the ensuing 
year from the increased traffic consequent thereon, a profit of 
£20,000 over expenditure. 

Bloemfontein, O. R. C —The extensions to the electric lighting 
system will be completed in about two months’ time, and a further 
requisition for additional cables at a cost of £1,650, and meters at 
£450, has been passed. 

Randfontein Estates G.M. Co.—An order has been secured from 
this group by Messrs. Reunert & Lens for a 200-xw. Parsons turbo- 
alternator for the South Randfontein G.M. 

Diammnds for Workmen.—There is an element of excitement and 

ulation in the Transvaal even in the prosaic job of excavating 
for electric light poles. Some workmen engaged in this work 
recently, struck the “blue” and found a two-carat diamond. This 
occurred in Belgravia, a suburb of Johannesburg, and a later report 
telis of the “blae ” being struck at Newlands, a few miles out, by 
men engaged in well sinking, three diamonds being discovered. 

Ayrshire G.M. Co., Rhodesia.—Electrical equipment at the Ayr- 
shire G.M. consists of a 200-x w. three-phase generator, driven by a 
Belliss engine, which is supplied with steam from a main Babcock 
battery of boilers, at a pressure of 150 lbs. Current is used for 
both lighting and power purposes, the most important unit being 
an installation of two 50-н.р. motors driving the whole of the ore 
crushing plant. The rest of the surface plant driven by induction 
motors, includes a Tangye three-throw pump, having a capacity of 
50,000 gallons per hour, supplying water to the mill from the 
Maquassi River, also wor hopa, cyanide and slimes plant, 
fael шне, and the lighting of both surface and underground 
workings. 

The whole of the plant was designed by, and erected under the 
supervision of, Messrs. Johnson & Fletcher, consulting engineers to 
the company. 


East Rand Proprietary Mines and the Tendency Towards Centrali- 
sation, and Transmission of Power by Electricity on the Rand, 


The tendency towards the centralisation of power in the South 
African Mining Industry, is clearly shown in the tenders recently 
called for by the engineering department of this group of mines. 

Tenders were for direct-coupled, steam-driven electric generators 
in unita as follows :—One 250-K w., one 500-k w., two 1,000-Kw., and 
one 3, 000-K w. three-phase, standard type, generating current at a 

of 2,200 volts with & frequency of 50; combinations to be 
used on lighting and power circuits. The engines or turbines are to 
be of an efficient standard condensing type, capable of standing a 
boiler pressure of 150 lbs. and using not more than 15 lbs. of steam 
per 1 H.P. per hour with a steam pressure of 132 lbs., initial absolute 
(pressure of atmosphere = 12 lbs.), with a vacuum of 19 in. 

The governing of the generators is specified not to exceed a 
variation in speed, from no load to fall, and from full to no load, 
of 2 per cent. momentarily, and 2 per cent. permanently. 


Centralisation will not be confined to the generation of electrical 
energy, but will extend to a system of workshops, mechanics’, 
smiths’, joiners’ shops, &c., for the whole group, where electric 
driving will be, of course, a feature, and will also extend as far as 
is compatible with economy, to the general operations obtaining in 
modern mining practice, including crushing and ко 

The tendency towards the utilisation of electricity for the driving 
of all classes of mining machinery, hitherto operated by means of 


endless ropes, long lines of shafting, &., is becoming ко? 
pronounced, and there are at present only two operations whi 
cannot, 


generally speaking, be conveniently performed by elec- 
tricity. These are main surface-winding and underground rock- 
drilling. There are already examples of underground electric 
hoists, used for hauling trucks en with ore up the steep 
gradients and “stépes” to the shaft bottom, and extensive 
experiments are being carried on with the electric drill. There is 
no doubt as to the greatly superior mecbanical and electrical 
efficiency of the electric over the compressed air drill. The latter, 
however, is eaid to have the advantage of being a ventilator as well 
as a drill, which turns the scale in its favour. Regarding surface 
winding, a great deal will have to be accomplished both in design 
and efficiency before it even obtains notice on these fields; but a 
big step has been taken towards this consummation, in the 

and subsequent discussion on Winding from Great Depths,” 
mention of which has already been made in these columns. 

Pumping, both rotary and reciprocating, by means of the electro- 
motor is common enough, for underground purposes as well as the 
surface, and there are several examples of electric driving of 
slimes and cyaniding plant, of electric haulage, crushing and 
sorting plant, the only remaining operation not yet converted to 
the electric drive being the stamp battery. Much discussion and 
speculation on this question has been going on lately, and many 
interesting data have been collected. At the present time all 
battery driving is done with compound and triple-expansion Corliss 
or reciprocating engines; and when the ore supply fails, as at the 

resent time, owing to shortage of labour, these mill engines 
Кеану ran at uneconomical loads. 

The system advocated by Mr. J. W. Kirkland, the manager of 
the South African General Electric Co., is one of electric driving 

ted as follows :— 

Split up the battery into groups of 10 or 20 stamps, driving each 
group with a slow-speed induction motor. A group of 10 stamps, 
at 23 н.р. per stamp, would require а 25-H.P. motor—a reasonable 
size where a good efficiency could bejobtained—a total power of 
500 н.р, for a 200-stamp mill At these figures, Mr. Kirkland 

roves that the initial cost would be about the same, possibly a few 
undred pounds more, which, however, taking the increased con- 
venience and efficiency into consideration, would not weigh. 

The nt speed of the stamps, however, will make it difficult 
of isation, the usual practice calling for not more than 50 
revolutions per minute. sts are now being made, however, with 
high speed stampe, which, if the efficiency allows of their installa- 
tion, will appreciably simplify the problem, these stamps,on an 
entirely new principle, running at 126 revolutions per minute. 

Indeed, there are enormous possibilities for the future of the 
electrical engineering industry in South Africa, which are worthy 
of close study and attention, and it is not difficult to predict for the 
profession in South Africa, and Rhodesia in particular, with ita 
enormous water power, its vast and varied mineral wealth, a 
prosperous and happy hunting ground. 


THE MANUFACTURE OF ELECTRIC 
ACCUMULATORS. 


MODIFICATIONS IN THB DRAFT REGULATIONS. 


In our issue of June 26th last we published the draft regulations 
which the Home Office had laid before accumulator manufacturers. 
We have now received an amended copy, in which there have been 
embodied certain modifications which have been made to meet as 
far as possible the objections taken to some of the regulations. 
With these alterations the trade generally is said to be satisfied as 
to their reasonableness, and is prepared to carry them out. We 
learn, however, that the present amended draft is still subject to 
further consideration. 

If objections of substance are taken to them by the employers, by 
the workpeople, or by any persons affected by the regulations, 
these objections will, under the statute, be the subject of full 
inquiry by a competent person appointed by the Secretary of State, 
and the report of the person holding the inquiry will be considered 
by the Secretary of State before the final regulations are made. At 
the inquiry, employers, owners, occupiers, and workpeople, and all 
others concerned, will be entitled to a full hearing. If, therefore, 
any person desires the rules to be further considered, he should 
lodge objection in accordance with Sec. 80 of the Factory Act. 
Copies of the draft may be obtained on application to the 
Factory Department, Home Office, London, or at the local offices of 
the inspectors of factories, and any objections with respect to the 
draft regulations by or on behalf of any person affected thereby 
must be sent to the Secretary of State within 40 days from 
August 10th. 

The regulations will be in substitution for the special rules for 
electrical accumulator works made uuder the Factory Act of 1891 
and they are to come into force on October 1st next. 
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The amendments which so far have been made in the draft, as 
published in our June 26th issue, are not sufficiently extensive or 
important as to call for a reprint of the modified draft. The 


position will be met by our indicating the corrections thus : — 
[Additional introductory note.) “The regulations. 


electric accumulators are manufactured.” . 
Wherever the word “salis” appeared substitute compounds.” 
„Doris oF OCCUPIER”; part of (1) should read: — These 


rooms and that in which the plates are formed, shall be capable of 


thorough ventilation. They shall be provided with windows made to 


In (3) for “Means shall be provided for washing the floors ot 
these rooms with э hose pipe daily," read “ The floors of these rooms 
shall be washed with a hose pipe daily." ` 

In (4) for “ Receptacles shall be provided for holding lead ashes 
and old plates,” read Lead ashes and old plates shall be kept in 
receptacles specially provided for the purpose.” 

" DuTIES OF PERSONS EMPLOYED." In (16) for "In any accumu- 
lator factory” read “ In any factory or workshop in which electric 
accumulators are manufactured.” 


ELECTRICAL PUMPS FOR AUSTRALIA. 


At the Menangle Waterworks, Sydney, there was erected a short 
time ago an interestiog electric pumping plant, the whole of which 
was specially manufactured in a very few weeks by Messrs. 
Mather & Platt, Ltd. The order was obtained by the firm’s Sydney 
agents, Messrs. Gibson, Battle & Co., and comprised a 500-н.>. 
engine and dynamo, with surface condenser, and a 345-8 H.P. motor 
driving a high lift centrifagal pump, with the necessary switchboards. 

The engine is of the Mather & Platt double acting type, com- 


. shall 
apply to all factories and workshops, or parts thereof in which 


cooling water is circulated through the condenser tubes by an 
ordinary 5-in. centrifugal pump driven by a belt from the engine. 

The generator, which has eight poles, and is compound wound to 
give an output of 550 amperes at 550 volts, is carried on an ex- 
tensive bedplate, the armature spider being bolted directly to the 
outer face of the boss of the engine fly-wheel. The yoke ring ol 
cast-steel is circular and in two parts. The poles are of cast-steel, 
the pole shoes being ially shaped with the object of providing 
uniformity of magnetic flux, and of giving fixity of lead under 
varying load. The shunt and series windings are wound on 
aluminium spools, into which tbe pole-pieces are slipped, before 
the latter are bolted up to the yoke ring. The armature is of the 
slot wound type, with special provision for ventilating; the com- 
mutator is also of Messrs. Mather & Platt’s well-known type, the 
bars being held in position by clamping riugs, and the whole being 
catried on a cast-iron bush, which forms part of the armature core 
itself. Carbon blocks are used as collectors, and are carried in 
patented brush-holders. 

The electric motor is of similar design to the generator but it has 
only four poles; these are cast in one with the steel yoke ring, and 
shunt wound. The voltage at terminals is 500 volte, and, as stated, 
it gives 345 B HP. Owing to the excessively high rate of speed, 
viz., 720 revolutions per minute, very special attention had to be 
given to the construction of the commutator, which embodies 
several features of novelty. 

The motor, as the illustration shows, is direct-coupled to the high 
lift pamp which is desigaed to deliver 2,800 gallons of water per 
minute to a height of 265 ft.; this corresponds to a pressure of 
112 lbs. per sq. in., and we learn that at a teat made before leaving 
the manufacturers’ works 119 lbs was indicated on the gauge. The 
motor is started by means of a combined water resistance and switch. 

Messrs. Mather & Piatt have recently supplied, tbrougb their 
Australian representatives, five other sets of the same typ; of 
centrifagal pump of smaller sizes, three being for direct driving by 
belt 


500-H.P. MATHER & PLATT STEAM DYNAMO ғов MENANGLE WATERWORKS. 


pound condensing. Its cylinders are 18 in. and 34 in. x 21 in. 
stroke, and it runs at 150 revolutions per minute with 160 lbs. steam. 

The bedplate is of cast-iron box section, the pedestals for the 
bearings being cast on, and bored at one setting to ensure complete 
alignment. The governor is of the crankshaft type, by which the 
speed can be maintained, even with oonsiderable variations of load, 
within 3 per cent. or 4 per cent. of the normal. 

The surface condenser supplied is of the marine type with cast- 
iron cylindrical body and end covers, 3 ft. 104 in. in diameter, and 
5 ft. between the tube plates. The air pump, which is of the Edwards 
type, is bolted to the engine bedplate, and driven by rocking levers 
fron the crosshead of the high-pressure piston той; the pump is 
13 in. in diameter, and the pluager has 4 stroke of 10 in The 


А 
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STATUTORY OBLIGATIONS OF SUPPLY 
COMPANIES. 


[BY А LEGAL CORRESPONDENT. | 


SEBING that those who supply electricity to the public do so under 
statutory obligations, it is essential that they should have the 
penalties inflicted by statute clearly before them. The penaltie: 
to which undertakers are liable for failure to supply, &c., are 
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recoverable in Courts of Summary Jurisdiction, while they аге 
empowered to recover the rent due to them in respect of the supply 
of electricity to any consumer in like manner as a penalty under 
the Acts." Of the many delinquencies in respect of which penal- 
ties may be recovered against a supply company, the most important 
is the failure to supply electricity in accordance with the terms of 
the provisional order. 

The rights of the consumer against the “undertakers” who 


make default in furnishing him with a proper supply, are as 


follows :— 


It 18 provided by Sec. 19 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 


and 46 Vict., c. 56), that where a supply of electricity is provided in 
any part of an area for private purposes, then, except in so far as 
is otherwise provided by the terms of the license, order or spccial 


Act authorising such supply, every company or person within that 
part of the area shall, on application, be entitled to a supply on 
the same terms on which any other company or person in such part 
of the area is entitled under similar circumstances to a corre- 


sponding supply. In making agreements for the supply of elec- 
tricity, the undertakers " must not show undue preference to any 
company or person, nor must they charge prices in excess of those 
authorised by the special order (ib. Sec. 20). The foregoing pro- 


visions clearly establish the right of a consumer to demand a 


supply. The method whereby he may enforce that right is pre- 
scribed in later Acts. 

Sec. 30 of the schedule fo the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 
1899 (62 and 63 Vict., c. 19), which only applies to districts outaide 
London, provides that whenever undertakers" make default in 
supplying energy to any owner or occupier of premises to whom 
they may beand are required to supply energy under the special 


MATHER & PrATT 315-B.H.P. Foun-POLE 


order, they shall be liable in respect of each default to a penalty 
not exceeding 40s. for each day on which the default occurs. Ifthe 
“ undertakers are not the local authority, and they make default 
in supplying energy to public lamps, they may be liable to a 
penalty of 40s. a day for each lamp (sub-Sec. 2). 

A consumer may insist on being supplied with energy in accord- 
auce with the terms of the Board of Trade regulations. If under- 
takers” make default in this respect, they become liable to certain 
penalties prescribed by the Board of Trade. 

The foregoing provisions with regard to penalties are subject to 
the following modifications :— 

(a) Penalties are not to exceed £50 a day in any one case, unless 
occasioned by wilful defaults on the part of ће “ undertakers.” 

(b) Penalties are not to be inflicted in respect of any default, if 
the Court are of opinion that it was caused by inevitable accident 
or force majeure, or was of so unimportant a character as not 
materially to affect the value of supply. 

As to what constitutes unavoidable accident," reference may 
usefully be made to the Irish case of the Sun Incandescent Company 
and Another v. The Corporation of Dublin (ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
December 2th, 1898). There the stoppage was due to a defective 
cable, which, when laid down, wasthe best known to the trade. It 
had given satisfaction for four years, when it was discovered that, 
owing to some unaccountable chemical action, the rubber was 
destroyed. The magistrates accepted the engineer's evidence that 
the failure was due to unavoidable accident, and dismissed the 
summons without costs. 


As to the recovery and application of penalties, fees, expenses 
and other moneys recoverable under the special Act or the Board of 
Trade regulations, these may be recovered summarily in the manner 
provided by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts (62 and 63 Vict., c. 19, 
Section 76 (1)). Moneys recovered by the local authority from 
the undertakers are applied in aid of the local rate, while penalties 
recovered on prosecution by any other body or person, or any 
part thereof, may, if the Court so direct, be paid to that body or 

rson. 

The penalties above referred to are recoverable before two 
Justices or a stipendiary Magistrate, and an appeal lies to Quarter 
Sessions. Any summons or warrant issued for any of the purposes 
of the Act may contain, in the body thereof, or in & schedule 
thereto, several names and several sums (see the Gas Works Clauses 
Act, 1871, 34 and 35 Vict., c. 41, s. 41). The mere fact that a 
justice or judge of any County Court or Quarter Sessions is liable to 
the payment of rent for electric energy does not disqualify him from 
sitting in such a Court. 

An important question sometimes arises as to whether there is any 
other remedy open to the consumer. Experience has shown that 
the penalties imposed in some cases are not only too small to pre- 
vent a recurrence of stoppage of supply, but are insufficient to com- 
pensate the consumer for the inconvenience occasioned by the 
sudden extinction of all the lamps in his house. Two other 
remedies suggest themselves: (a) that afforded by an ordinary action 
at law, and (5) proceedings for mandamus to compel the company to 
perform its statutory duty. 

The question whetber proceedings at law will avail the con- 
sumer either in addition to, or in substitution for, the recovery of 
the penalties provided by the Acts, has not yet arisen, so far as we 
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Motor CouPLED TO Hicu Lirr PUMP. 


are aware, in relation to the supply of electricity, but it has been 
frequently discussed in connection with gas and water supply. 
The result of the decisions may be said to be that where a duty is 
cast by Statute upon a company or person, and penalties are 
imposed for failure on the part of the company to perform that duty, 
the company are only liable to pay penalties (Atkinson v. New- 
castle Waterworks Company, 2 Ex. D. 441). Now,itis clear that 
under the Electric Lighting Acts an electricity supply company are 
bound to furnish their current without favour and distinction to all 
persons within their district ; and it is also clear that they become 
liable to penalties in case of refusal. Hence the jurisdiction of the 
Courts appears to be ousted. It might be argued that in many 
cases similar companies have been held liable both to penalties and 
to an action, but a reference to those cases seems to show that the 
double remedy is only available in respect of the commission of acts 
which the company are prohibited from doing or suffering to be 
done. Thus, in Goodson v. Sunbury Gas Consumers Company 
75 L.T., 251), it was held that an action would lie for nuisance 
which resulted in an injury to the plaintiff when driving through 
the streets, although the company were also liable to penalties 
under the Gasworks Act (10 Vict., c. 15). 

The question whether a mandamus can be obtained from the 
Court to compel an electric lighting company to supply electricity 
has not yet arisen in the Courts. When considering the question 
whether a mandamus will lie against a public body for non-per- 
formance of a statutory duty, it is necessary to inquire whether any 
other remedy is prescribed by statute; for it was clearly laid down 
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by Lord Tenterden in Doe v. Bridges ( (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 847,859) 
that where an Act creates an obligation, and enforces the perfor- 
mance in a specified manner, it is a general rule that performance 
cannot be enforced in any other mannor. This principle bas been 
frequently confirmed in later cases (see Pasmore v. Oswaldtwistle 
Urban Council (1898), A.C., 387). The prescribed remedy, however, 
must be equally convenient or appropriate. 

We have already seen that, by Sec. 30 of the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899, when undertakers make default in supplying 
energy to any owner or occupier of premises to whom they may be, 
and are, required to supply energy under a special order, they shall 
be liable in respect of each default to a penalty not exceeding 40s. 
for each day on which the defaslt occurs. This "remedy" pro- 
bably negatives the right of a consumer to Apply for & mandamus, 
but a recent case under the Water Works Clauses Act, 1847, points 
to the opposite conclusion. In thaé case the Corporation of Harwich 
sought a mandamus to compel the Tendring Hundred Water Works 
Company to obey the order of the Local Government Board, by 
providing a supply of water constantly laid on under pressure 
within the limits of the borough of Harwich. 'The defendant com- 
pany was incorporated under Acts of Parliament passed in 1884 
and 1886. They were not bound in the first instance to supply 
water under pressure, but any person requiring water was 
empowered to apply to the Local Government Board for an order to 
that effect. It was argued on behalf of the defendants that an 
adequate remedy was provided by Bect. 36 of the Water Works 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 Vict., c. 17), which provide for payment of 
penalties by the undertakers upon failure to supply water in accord- 
ance with the agreement. 'The Court, consisting of Day and 
. Darling, J.J., granted a rule nisi for a mandamus. 

Mr. Justice Darling said:—''Here there is no real alternative 
remedy. Therefore, the ordinary rule that mandamus does not lie 
where there is an equally beneficial and convenient remedy does 
not apply. There is, no doubt, a proceeding whereby the company 
can be punished, and by which a person aggrieved can recover 
damages. But that is nota remedy in the sense of redress, for the 
right of the consumer is to have water. Mandamus is the only 
adequate remedy in this case.” (Reg. v. Tendring Hundred Water 
Works Company, ex parte the Mayor of Harwich, Times, August 
8th, 1900.) 

We have now to consider the more important remedies which 
may be put in force by undertakers against consumers. The condi- 
tions of electric supply render it necessary that much of the pro- 
perty of the undertakers shall be exposed to the mercy of the 
consumer. It was, therefore, considered expedient to make provision 
for the protection of such property under the Electric Lighting Acts. 

By Sec. 23 of the Act of 1882, it is provided that any person who 
maliciously or fraudulently abstracts, causes to be wasted or 
diverted, consumes or uses any electricity, shall be guilty of simple 
larceny, and punishable accordingly. The introduction of this 
clause rendered it unnecessary for the Courts to decide whether 
" electricity " could form the subject of larceny at common law. 
Secs. 18 to 20 of the Gas Works Act of 1847 (whose provisions were 
incorporated in the Electric Lighting Act of 1882) impose penalties 
upon persons for (a) fraudulently using electricity of the undertakers; 
(b) wilfully removing or damaging electric wires ; and (c) renders all 
persons breaking electric wires, pillars, or lamps liable to pay for 
the damage done to an extent not exceeding £5. A consumer of 
gas is liable to the penalty prescribed by Sec. 18 of the Gas Works 
Clauses Act, 1847, for altering a pipe communicating with a pipe 
belonging to the company, so as to increase the supply without the 
company’s consent, although fraud is not intended or effected. 
(Wood v. West Ham Gas Company, 49 J.P., 662; 62 L.T., 817). 
Having regard to the express words of Sec. 23, which apparently 
make '' fraud " and “ malice ” an essential ingredient of the offence, 
the foregoing case would not appear to apply in the case of 
electricity. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 
Electrica] Wares Exported. 


WEEK ENDING Аса 19TH, 1902. 


WERK BNDING AUG. 18TH, 1903. 


Adelaide . Value £154 Alexandria .. së .. Value £43 
Alexandria .. is zò i 51 Antwerp. Elec, fuse es 386 
Antofagasta. Teleg. mat. sx 50 Auckland .. ДЕ “<< ee 14 
Auckland .. T: А ee 217 Bombay $3 25 a - 20 
Bangkok .. s € . 737 Brisbane  .. as s oe 46 
Bombay 7 m as . 50 Buenos Ayres. Teleph. cable. 250 
Buenos Ayres as as .. 143 Caloutta  .. vs - ee 2,150 
T Teleph. mal. 110 Cape Town .. T v ee 1,012 
Calcutta  .. А А „„ 1,156 Colombo  .. - s А 22 
Cape own. -— oe . 826 Durban - es - . 18 
Channel Islands .. vi “% 62 Last London ice - „ 13 
Copenhagen $4 “a . 704 Gibraltar  .. ee ax e 697 
Demerara. Teleg. mat. t.e. 365 Hong Kong. Teleg. mat. oe 43 
Fanning Island. Teleg. cable 850,000 Kohe. Elec. instruments .. 923 
Gothenburg. Teleph. cable .. 188 Moji. Submarine cable. .. 24 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... 985 35 Montreal  .. as КЕ 28 40 
Hong Kong.. ©» % vs 17 Nagasaki we s .. 069 
Melbourne .. ss s. .. 683 Rangoon 2 ed К s 20 
New York .. aU, 98 oe 18 Kio Janeiro. 'l'eleg. apparatus 2.466 
Ostend - Р T . 877 Rockhampton “з a we 35 
Rio de Janeiro, Teleg. mat. .. 2,000 Shanghai. vs T . 550 
So. DLucia, Teleg. wire. s 14 Singapore. - : а 92 
Shanghai . = Pu Ps 19 Stockholm. Teleg. wire.. . . 199 
Singapore .. “a at we. 211 Sydney КЕ x 5% "n 60 
Sydney E PM 1,419 " Teleg. mat. .. 650 
- Teleg. mat. .. 206 Wellington .. А ks Е 85 

Wellington .. 228 ae . 01 
Total ee £360,794 Total 5 £11,393 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Rio de Janeiro. Teleg. wire Value £158 
Sydney. Elec. lamps. . 170 


os £328 


— 


| Total 


Refuse Destructors.—Messrs. Manlove, Alliott & Co., 
Ltd., Nottingham, have just completed an important contract for 
the erection of a combined refuse destructor and power plant for 
the Corporation of Nottingham, at which the steam power raised 
from the burning of refuse is utilised for generating electricity for 
propelling pert of the tramcars running in the city. A similar 
plant is in course of erection by the same firm, also for the Notting- 

Corporation, which will then have three inetallations put up 
by Manloves; while they are erecting destructor installations for 
the Corporations of Birmingham, Eastbourne, Wolverhampton and 
Liverpool. At the last-named city between 15,000 and 20,000 units 
will be generated peg day (when the new installation is in full 
work) from steam raised from refuse burned ĝa destructors built by 
Manlove, Alliott & Co. This firm has brought out a new destructor 
for smal) towns, the first of which is erected at Loughborough, and 
is capable of burning over 1 ton of refuse per hour. We under- 
stand that orders for several of these plants, including Grantbam 
and Newmarket, have been placed recently. 


British Trade in Barcelona.— In a recent report, the 
British Consul-General at Barcelona, Mr. J. F. Roberts, says that, 
while he cannot point to any openings for British trade in any 
special commodities, business of every kind is steadily on the 
increase in his district, aud there is business of every kind to be 
done, of which there is no reason why British manufacturers and 
merchants should not obtain their share if they set about it in the 
right manner. He ocontinues:—"I know some British manufac- 
turers who are doing a first-rate business here, but they have good 
representatives, over whom they keep a carefal supervision by 
coming out twice a year and going carefully with them into all 
details of what has been done since the last visit, and as to future 
arrangements; they speak Spanish, have their catalogues in 
Bpanish weights and measures, and quote their prices in pesetas, 
delivered to the buyers warehouse. There is plenty of good 
business to be done in Barcelona, but aleo plenty of bad, and I 
doubt if there is any city in Europe for its size where more money 
м been lost by foreigners through a careless system of doing 

usiness." 


Catalogues and Lists, —We have received from MEssrs. 
GEIPEL. & Laxce, of 724, Bt. Thomas Street, S. E., a leaflet relating 
to the Ward-Leonard theatre dimmers, motor starters, field 
rheostats, and printing press controllere, all of which they stock. 

Messrs. DBAkE & GonHaM, Lro., of 66, Victoria Street, West- 
minster, have sent usa pamphlet describing the Holden magnetic 
clutch. This is of very simple construction, consisting of a thick 
disc of wrought-iron keyed on the main shaft, and having a 
magnetising coil wound in a groove on its face; an iron plate is 
fixed to the pulley to be driven, and between the polar faces a thin 
steel disc is placed to prevent their adhesion due to residual 
magnetism. The power consumed while at work is only about 
three watts per horse-power transmitted, and a oonsiderable 
economy of driving power can be effected by the substitation of the 
clatch for loose pulleys and belts. 

Муквввв BPEBRBYN & Co., Ілтр., Hospital Street Works, Birming- 
ham, send us leaflets describing their new H.V. main switch, for 
15 to 100 amperes, single and double-pole, fuseboards, &c., and 
lampholders. The latter can be provided with insulated domes, 
whereby the metal parts of the holder are entirely insulated from 
the nipple to which it is screwed. We have received a section of 
an actual dome-top, showing the insulation, which is certainly sub- 
stantial and effective, while amply strong. 

A list of high-voltage and fancy designs of incandescent electric 
lamps has been issued by Мв. J. E. BemBanon, of Broad Street 
House, E.C. 

Мв. A. J. вант, of 318, Upper Street, N., sends us a price list 
of new and second-hand electrical and other goods, including bells, 
telephones, motors, lamps, &. 

We have received from the BERLINER TELEPHONE Manv- 
FAOTURING Co., of 117, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., a list relating 
to their “ central station automatic battery reply and call" system, 
under which the principal can call any of the side stations, or 
vice versá, but the latter can only call up the central station, unless 
the principal couples them through to one another. Other lists 
relate to their Ever-ready " dry ignition batteries and electric 
lamps for motor cars. 

The Sr. HELENS CaBLE Co., Lro., of Warrington, send us a well- 
illustrated price liet of their electric cables and wires insulated with 
v. r., vulcanised dialite, or paper with lead-sheathipg, and armoured 
or otherwise. The list also includes rubber goods of all kinds, and 
tramway overhead materials insulated with “Diamant.” The 
company is under entirely new management. 


Trade Announcements, — The name of the New 
British Arc Lamp Co. has been altered to the New British Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd. The company has opened a department for the 
manufacture of switchboarde, and for every kind of electrica! and 
mechanical work, and has secured the services of Mr. William 
Thomas Burbey as works manager, and of Mr. Ernest Paine as 
commercial representative. 

Messrs. Chambera, Scott & Co., of Motherwell, have att umed as 
partner, Mr. John Chambers, Wh. Sch., late chief engineering 
draughtsman with Messrs. Wigham- Richardson & Co, Lid, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. The name of the firm will remain as formerly. 

We are informed by Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., that Mr. 
Thomas H. Parker, who has for some time been representing them 
in the Birmingham district, has left their employ. 


Germany.—Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., of Mannheim, 
report a net profit of £6,034 for the past financial year, as compared 
with £6,263 in the preceding 12 months. A dividend of 4 per cent. 
is being declared. 

(Continued on page 307.) 
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ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS OF SYDNEY (N.8.W.) 
EXTENSIONS. 


Tae electric traction system of Sydney (N.S.W.) has under- 
gone continuous development since the first inception. 
A full description of the original plant and tramways was 
given in our issnes of November 9th and 16th, 1900; 
since then the plant has been censiderably extended, and 
the great majority of the lines are now electrically worked. 
The recent engine room extension consists of an addition 
of 170 ft. to the end of the old engine room, making the pre- 
sent size 98 ft. by 270 ft. The height of the building from 
ridge to basement floor is 100 ft., and from tie rods to floer 
55 ft. "This extension provides for six 1,500-kw. seta, three 
of which are now in operation; each set consists of a 
vertical cross-compound Allis engine, direct coupled to a 
General Electric three-phase alternator, generating 181 am- 
peres per phase at 6,600 volts, 25 cycles, and designed for an 
overload of 25 per cent. for two hours. The-engines have 
82-in. and 64-in. cylinders and 60-in. stroke, and run at 
75 revolutions per minute. - The crankshaft is 21 in. in 
diameter and 20 ft. in length, and weighs 20 tons, The fly- 
wheel carrying the rotating field-magnet system is 21 ft. in 
diameter, with a rim 36 in. by 14 in., and the total weight 
of each set is about 450 tons. There are 40 magnet poles 


addition to the old chimney stack two new chimneys have 
been erected, one on either side of the boiler room. These 
stacks are 227 ft. high, 24 ft. square at the base and 12 ft. in 


EXTERIOR OF Uttmo POWER ӨтАТТОН. 


internal diameter at the top, and each is capped with a cast- 
‘ron crown, made up of 20 sections and weighing 7 tons. The 


ALLIS-GENERAL ELECTRIC 1,500-kw. STEAM ALTEBNATORS. 


bolted to the rim of the wheel. The stationary armature 
has an internal diameter of 280 in.,and is divided into 
four parts for convenience of transport. The coils are 
form wound, and were assembled in the slots of the 
armature after the latter was erected. 

The height of the boiler room from ridge to ash tunnel floor 
ig 118 ft., and from tie bars to ground floor 77 ft. In 


new boilers are 32 in number, of Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox’s 
make, designed for a working pressure of 160 lbs., and have 
been tested hydraulically up to 240 lbs. They are 
arranged in 16 batteries, in two tiers, with eight batteries 
in each tier, and are fitted with Babcock & Wilcox 
patent automatic chain grate stokers, operated by a 


small vertical steam engine. Provision is made for bring- 
F 


ee 
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ing the total number up to 60 boilers of this type and 
capacity. Each boiler has 2,852 sq. ft. of water-heating 
surface. Under normal conditions each boiler is capable 
of evaporating 7,500 lbs. of water per hour. Automatic 
coal and ash-handling plant is used. Coal bunkers having 
a capacity of 2,500 tons are placed above the upper 


Сом BUNKEB AND CONVEYOR. 


tier of boilers; the coal is 
dumped from the railway 
trucks into a crusher, 
which reduces it toa 3-in. 
gauge, and passes it on to 
the bucket elevator, 576 ft. 
long with 288 buckets. 
This elevator raises coal at 
the rate of 40 tons per 
hour, and can raise 50 per 
cent. more. The coal is 
carried by shoots to the 
stokers. The ash produced 
by the boilers is fed 
through shoots by gravity 
to ash cars standing under 
the ash hoppers in the 
basement of the boiler 
house. These ash cars 
deliver the ashes to the 
same line of buckets as 
previously handled the 
coal by which the ashes 
sre automatically elevated 
toa large ash- bin at the 
top of а steel tower 
on the outside of the 
boiler house. From this 
the ashes descend by 
gravity, and are loaded 
into tracks and conveyed 
by rail to the ash dump 
anywhere along the line 
of railway. 

There are three compound duplex planger feed pumps, 
three vertical compound beam air pumps for the condensers, 
and three compound horizontal circulating pumps, all of 
the Worthington type, and two combined air and circu- 
lating pumps for the exciter engines and stoker engines. 
The feed pumps have each two high-pressure cylinders, 9 in. 
in diameter; two low-pressure, 14 in. diameter; and 
four single-acting outside packed plungers, 74 in. diameter 


and 10-in. stroke, capable of delivering 15,000 gallons 
each per hour. The circulating pumps have two high- 
pressure cylinders, 12 in. diameter; two low-pressure, 
17 in. diameter; and four single-acting water cylinders 
of 22 in. diameter, stroke 16 in. The exhaust of all auxili- 
aries is carried to two Goubert feed water heaters, each of 
1,500 sq. ft. heating surface, situated beneath the upper 
boiler room floor between the two new chimneys. The new 
feed pumps are also situated on either floor between the 
chimneys. The coal crusher is driven by a 20-H.P. motor, 
and the bucket conveyor by a 15-H.P. motor. Lubrication 
is carried out through a complete gravity system by means 
of an oil pump in the basement and a tank in the roof. 

The exciter plant consists of two General Electric Co.'s 
4-pole 100-kw. 125-volt compound wound D.c. generators, 
direct coupled to Harrisburg tandem compound horizontal 
engines running at 270 revs. per minute. 

The new high pressure switchboard is situated on a gallery 
running across the engine room, between the old and new 
plant. There are six generator panels, five feeder panels, 
three exciter panels, one exciter summation panel, and one 
generator summation panel. 

Each generator panel is equipped with three single-pole 
single-throw oil break switches, one switch for each phase, 
in separate compartments of brick and soapstone. All 
the switches are connected by bell cranks and levers toa 
mechanical switch on the front of the working board; 
there are also two reverse current relays, each operated by s 
IH. P. direct current motor. The instruments consist of 
one induction-type integrating wattmeter, one indicating 
wattmeter, ammeter for main generator, ammeter for field 
circuit, voltmeter reading to 8,000 volte of the Thomson 
inclined-coil edgewise pattern; all the instruments are соп- 
nected through transformers, the actual pressure on the 
workiog board being 110 volta, and there is a clear space of 
4 ft. between the two boards. In addition, there is a field 
switch and synchronising plug. There is also an arrange- 
ment by which the speed of the engine can be controlled by 
the switchboard attendant, consisting, briefly, of а }-н.Р, 


Bascocx & WiLoox BOoILEBS. 


series motor geared to a screw shaft, which changes the 
position of the governor weights and varies the position 
cut-off ; it is provided with limit stops in each direction, 
and is controlled by a switch on the board. Synchronism 18 
indicated by the voltmeter and lamp method, the lamp being 
connected to two transformers, one for maehine and 

other for bus-bars, in such a manner that the lamp is out 
when synchronism is attained. There is also a push-button 


of | 
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switch having three buttons — red, black, and white. The 
red closes a circuit. which lights a lamp and rings a gong to 
attract the driver's attention and to indicate that a certain 


Asu Pits AND TRUCKS. 


machine should be started ; the black button is used to 
indicate that the machine should be stopped ; and the, white 
button is used simply to disconnect either signal. 

The generator summation panel measures the entire output 
of the station, and 
contains an in- 
duction total in- 
tegrating  watt- 
meter; three 
Thomson inclined- 
coil edgewise am- 
meters, one for each 
phase ; threesimilar 
voltmeters to show 
whether the system 
is balanced ; two 
Thomson edgewise 
indicating watt- 
meters, the readings 
of which added to- 
gether give the 
total output at any 
moment, and the 
ratio the power 
factor ; and a small 
three - pole switch 
which disconnects 


the coils 
of all the watt- 
meters. 


Of the five feeder panels, there are four for double-unit and 
one for single-unit sub-stations; each carries a switch 
similar to the generator switch, except that there is also an 
automatic attachment, which lights up a red lamp to indi- 


Main SWITCHBOARD. 


also ammeters, &c. The rheostats are all below the board, 
and are operated by vertical shafte. The field coils of all the 
generators are provided with discharge rheostats. 

The high-pressure current is „conveyed to the sub-stations 
by three-core lead-covered paper-insulated cables laid solid in 
wood trongbhing, with a layer of bricks on top as a warning, 
the whole of this work having been carried out by the 
British Insulated Wire Co. Sub-stations are situated at 
Bondi, Randwick, Newtown and North Sydney, and one in 
the city a& Macquarie Street, four being two-unit stations, 
and one a single unit. Each unit consists of three 
175-KW. transformers, and one 450-KW. rotary converter 
(having a maximum load for two hours of 600 KW.), а 
storage battery of 600 KW. maximum discharge capacity, 
and a 100-Kw. booster. In the transformer the alternating 
pressure is reduced to 375 volts, and in the rotary converter 
it is converted into direct at 600 volts. The booster is 
wound in such a manner that all of the peak above the out- 
put of the converter will be thrown on the battery. The 
sub-stations each comprise two separate buildings—the con- 
verter house, containing transformers, rotary converters, 
booster and switchboards, and fitted with overhead travelling 
crane; and the battery house. The city sub-station has a 
converter house 50 ft. x 30 ft., and 17 ft. high; the 
battery house is in two stories, the dimensions of each room 
being 50 ft. x 40 
ft., and 10 ft. high, 
and contains on 
each story a Tudor 
battery consisting 
of 280 cells each, 
of а capacity of 
500 ampere-hours 
for a one - hour 
discharge, manu- 
factured by the 
Accumulatoren- 
Fabrik Actiengesell- 
schaft. 

The double-unit 
sub-station switch- 
board consists of 
two alternating- 
current  rotary- 
converter panels, 
two direct-current 
rotary - converter 
panels, two booster 
motor panels, two 
booster generator 
panels, two battery 
panels, and јар эць five feeder p i; there are also two high- 
pressure panels carrying high-pressure switches and edgewise 
voltmeters reading to 8,000 volts. The alternating-current 
apparatus is of similar type to that on the main. board; the direct- 


RANDWICK SUB-STATION. 


cate that the circuit breaker has gone, and the reverse- 
current relay also lights up a red lamp. There is also on 
each an induction integrating wattmeter and three Thomson 
inclined-coil ammeters. 

The exciter summation panel has two voltmeters, one on the 
bus-bars, while the other can be plugged to either machine, 


BATTERY Room IN SUB-sSTATION. 


current ammeters are of the Thomson astatic type. Circuit 
breakers on the motors of the boosters are connected to 
battery circuit breakers, and all the fields are connected to 
discharge rheostats. The rotary converters can be either 
separately excited or self-exciting. The whole of the 
extensions to the generating station and sub-stations (except 
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batteries) have been carried out by the General Electric Co. 
(of U. S. A.). 

The total length of track on all the Sydney tramways is at 
present about 115 miles, made up of 45 miles of double track 
and 25 miles of single. The overhead work for the con- 


version of the Ocean Street cable line is already erected, but 
it is not considered advisable to proceed with the changing- 


over until the 
further extensions 
at the power house 
(the installation of 
а new unit) have 
been completed. 
About 578 motor- 
cars and 52 trailers 
are in use, made 
up of 93 four- 
wheeled cars, 251 
standard bogie cars 
seating 44 pas- 
sengers each, 16 
American bogie 
cars seating 49 
passengers each, 16 
bogie cross - seat 
cars seating 70 

ngers each, 
and 202 coupled four-wheel cars with 
cross seats seating 45 passengers 
each. s 

For the year ending July 1st, 1902, 
the trams ran 7,208,000  car-miles, 
and . carried 84,000,000 passengers, 
earning £495,000; the working  ex- 
penses were £429,000, or а return 
of a little over 3] per cent. on a capital 
expenditure of £2,059,000. 

It should be noted also that power 
is supplied from Ultimo for the low- 
level sewage pumping scheme, for 
working the Pyrmont and Globe swing 
bridges, the grain elevators at Darling 
Harbour, and the whole of the lighting 
of Redfern station, Eveleigh Yards, Darl- 
ing Harbour goods sheds, Darling Island 
grain sheds, &c. 


cannot C 


“Electric Museum.”—A new publication with this 
title has appeared in Ceylon, dealing with electrical subjecta; 
its editor and publisher is Mr. R. W. Hill, who apparently writes 
the whole of the matter, including four signed articles. The editor, 
we are glad to see, and condemns quack nostrums, electric 
belts, &., and though he too often wanders into trivialities and 
inaccuracies, we оре! his! work will be appreciated by those for 
whom it: is intend 23 


Can-8HED, Fort MACQUABIK. 


RECORD OF THE E.E.R.E. VOLUNTEERS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


WE are indebted to Capt. W. C. Dumble, R.E., Adjutant of the 
above-named corps, for the official record from the Royal Engineers’ 
Journal, which we reproduce below :— 


SEARCHLIGHT DETACHMENT. 


The searchlight detachment, sent to South 
Africa in March, 1900, under the command of 
Major Crompton, consisted of two sections They 
were on arrival attached to the military railways, 
and worked under Col. Girouard, R E. 

A portion of the detachment, under Capt. 
A. Bain, was detailed to repair the railway 
telegraphs in the Orange Free State and Transvaal. 
This portion remained throughout its service 
with the railways, and was employed in recon- 
structing and organising the railway telegraph 
and telephone systems and the electric block and 
signalling system in the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colonies. Capt. Bain acted throughout 
as chief engineer for railway telegrapns. 

The remainder of the detachment was em- 
ployed, during the reconstruction of the railway, 
in lighting the deviations and bridges during 
construction. 

When the railway got through to Pretoria, the 
detachment was placed under the C. R. E. Pretoria, 
acting as a separate unit, and not attached to any 
Regular one. The men ran traction engines for, 
transport, and put in order the electrical 
machinery in the forts. They installed and 
ran electric lights at Machadorp, Komati Poort,’ 
and at one of the general hospitals in Pretoria, 
current in this last case being supplied from 
the town mains; also 
Installed and worked 
a defence searchlight 
at a colliery on the 
eastern line. The 
whole of the detach- 


ment returned to 
England in December, 
1900. 


ELECTRICAL ENGI- 
NEEBS' BATTALION. 


Almost immediately 
after the 1900 detach- 
ment retu ned home, 
a new detachment 
consisting of two 
companies was sent 
out under Major A. 
Bain, The establish- 
tent was later on 
increased to five com- 
panies, organised as 
a battalion, the first. 
and only complete. 
battalion of volun- 
teers from one corps 
that has served in the 


(By permission of the Australian Field.) 


l * 


(By permission of the Australian Field.) 
Foua-WHEEL;CBOSS-SEAT!CABS. 


field during the history of the volunteer force. These five companies 
formed a distinct and separate command under Major Bain, who 
received his orders direct from army headquarters. 

They were employed on the following works:— 

Lighting ‘the large hospitals—e.g., at Jobaunesburg, Pretoria, 
Elandsfontein, 1 Kronstadt, Bloemfontein, Newcastle (Natal), 
Krugersdorp, De Aar:(Cape Colony), &c. 

Ereoting ji and jiruuning seatchlights at occupied townships— 


Vol. 59. No. 1,949, Асасвт 21, 1903.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


807 


e g., at Heidelberg, Standerton, Ermelo, Vryheid, Vryburg, Komati 
Poort, Barberton, Middelburg, Klerksdorp, &c. 

Running searchlights on armoured trains. 

Running traction engines. 

Erecting and running ice-making plant (e.g. at Newcastle, where 
from 1 to 13 tons daily were turned ont). 

Dighting railway bridges (e g. Norvals Pont, Bethulie, Vereenig- 
ing). 

Installing and maintaining electric light in Army Post Offices, 
and in the offices of G.O.C.'s, &c. 

Working tbe large permanent installation in the Artillery Bar- 
raeks, Pretoria, 

the Army Telegraph Department in permanent tele- 
graph and telephone oonstrection (a whole Company being em- 
Ron for a few months towards the end of the War on this last 
work). 

And generally doing any other electrical or mechanical work 
required for military purposes in South Africa (e.g. connecting the 
defences by telephone, and laying down electrically fired land 
mines at O'Okiep; erecting a reliable electric signal and flare 
system on blockhouse lines; erecting and maintaining lighting of 
Prisoner of War Camps, &o.). 

In every case this Battalion did everything connected with their 
work without outside aid; erected, worked, and repaired (when 
necessary) all machinery ; and in most cases erected engine houses, 
&c., as well They supplied some 65 working parties in Cape 
Colony, Natal, Orange Free State, and Transvaal. 


A. Bars, Capt., E. E. R. E. (V.), Hon. Major. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


(Continued from page 302.) 


Dissolutions and Liquidations. — Messrs. F. R. 
Bowyer and C. С. Pudney (Standard Electrical Engineering Co., 
Wellington, Salop) have dissolved partnership. Mr. Bowyer will 
continue the business under the old style. 

The Marquand Accumulator Co., Ltd., of Cardiff, is winding up 
voluntarily, with Mr. R. Leyshon, 12, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff, 
as liquidator, with a consultative committee (T. M. Heywood and 
A. J. Marquand). Creditors must send particulars of their debts by 
September 15th. 

Messrs. E. and A. Roberts (Roberts Bros.) electrical engineers 
and contractors, Lee Street, Thornton Road, Bradford, have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. A. Roberta attends to debts. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— At Derby Bankruptcy 
Court Mr. Henry John Farnies, electrician, came up for public 
examinaticn. He stated that he commenced business in Queen 
Street, Derby, in 1889. He had no capital at the time, and it was 
to this fact that he attributed his failure. He had also contracted 
several bad debts. He was now working as an electrical instrument 
maker. He owed £559, and his assets amounted to £97. Some of 
the furniture belonged to his wife. He sold a lathe and some tools 
for £15 in order that he might file his petition, but no goods had 
been removed to any secret place. He had kept no books. The 
examination was closed. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Machinery and 
Apparatus.—The value of the imports of foreign electrical 
machinery into this country during Joly amounted to £44,744, 
bringing up the total for the first seven months of the current year 
to £357,746. July's imports of foreign electrical goods and 
apparatus were valued at £60,486, an increase over last year, while 
for the seven months ending with July the returns show a total of 
£421,400, as against £407,279 in the first seven months of 1902. 


Belgium.—The report of the Compagnie Internationale 
d'Electricité, of Liége, for the last financial year shows a loss of 
£30,604. 


Refuse Destructor Contracts.—The following letter 
has been sent to us for publication :— 

% We notice in your issue of July 31st an advertisement by Mesars. 
Meldrum Bros, Ltd., which is inaccurate as to facts, and which 
also reflects upon other firms engaged in the erection of destructors. 
It is inaccurate in the following statement :— 

"' Five destructors have been ordered this year—four came to 
Meldrums.’ 

" According to this Messrs. Meldrum Bros., Ltd, credit them- 
selves with four orders during the present year, and they credit all 
the other makers together with one order among them. 

* We have ourselves been awarded 16 refuse destructor jobs since 
January ist of this year, and other firms, well known in this 
branch of engineering, have also obtained a considerable amount of 
businees. 

* We may add that we are fully aware that no official of a local 
anthority would be likely to know so little of the present state of 
the destructor trade as to be misled by such grotesque statements 
as the one we have quoted, but at the same time it is possible that 
such ordinary members of local authorities as have not had time or 
opportunity to make themselves fully acquainted with the facts 
might be led to form very erroneous conclusions thereby. 


“Tae HonsrALL Юквтвостов Co., Ілр,, 
„G. Watson, Managing: Director. 
" Leeds, August 18th, 1903.” 


Annual Holidays.— The works of Messrs. Ferranti, 
Ltd., at Hollin wood, are to be closed from Friday next, August 
28th, until the morning of Monday, September 7th, for the annual 
district holiday. 


Wells v. the Stewart Electrical Syndicate, Ltd. 
—In the Vacation Court on Wednesday, Mr. Justice Walton 
appointed Mr. G. 8. Pitt receiver and manager of the Stewart 
Electrical Syndicate, Ltd. Mr. Galbraith said the company was 
registered in October, 1898, and the plaintiff was the holder of a 
debenture bond for £2,200. On May 18th of this year the company 
passed a resolution for a voluntary winding up, and the creditora 
were now pressing. The plaintiff desired to have his interests 
protected. 


Book Received. — The Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Technical College Calendar for the Session 1903-1904." Glasgow: 
Robert Anderson, 142, West Nile Street. 1903. 


Auction Sale.—At Hammeramith on September 18 
Messrs. Percy Huddleston & Co. will offer for sale by auction a 
quantity of electrical plant (dynamos, motors, cable, instruments, 
fittings, steam and gas engines, &c.), of which some particulars are 
given among our advertisements to-day. 


Owens College. Manchester.—The new session com- 
mences on October 6th for theoretical and practical training in 
electrical engineering. A notice appears among our “ Educational " 
advertisements to-day. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Arbroath.— A public meeting has been held for 
the purpose of discussing the question of the introduction of 
electric light and power into the burgh. There was an attend- 
ance of between 300 and 400 people. Mr. Addison submitted the 
following resolution :—'' That this meeting condemns the action of 
the Town Council in resolving to place the electric lighting of the 
town into the hands of a private company, the said resolution 
having been adopted in defiance of the standing orders of the 
Council, & previous resolution being minuted and not rescinded. 
We therefore demand that the Council cancel it, in order to give 
effect to the former resolution of February, 1901." A lengthy die- 
cussion followed, and on a show of hands being taken, the Provost 
stated that the motion had been carried. A large number of those 
present did not vote, and, roughly estimated, the motion was 
carried by about 4 to 3. | 


Beverley.—The Corporation and Mr. Baker, the consulting 
engineer employed in connection with the scheme for installing the 
electric light in the borough, have agreed to refer the payment of 
Mr. Baker’s account to the President of the Law Society, or some 
one whom he may appoint. This means the abandonment of the scheme 
by the Corporation, and the settling of the electric lighting ques- 
tion for some years to come. 


Bo'ness,—At the monthly meeting of the T.C. Mr. 
Ogilvie, of King Brothers, Leith, was appointed consulting engineer 
in connection with the proposed scheme for electric light and 
power. 


Boston.—At a meeting of the T.C. the Lighting Com- 
mittee recommended that the question of lighting the town by elec- 
tricity should be deferred for the present, and the Council approved 
of this course being adopted. A long discussion took place upon a 
resolution to affix the borough seal to the contract accepted at the 
last meeting for lighting the new municipal buildings with elec- 
tricity. Several members urged that there was no necessity to go to 
the expense of a separate generating plant, and that it would be 
better to wait until the town was lighted by electricity. The reso- 
lution in favour of completing the contract was lost by 13 votes to 
seven. It was decided that conduits and wires, in readiness 
for the electric light, should be placed in the municipal buildings, 
which in the meantime are to be lighted by gas. 


Bridport.—The T.C. has received a notice from the 
Southern District Electric Co. of its intention to apply to the 
B. of T. for a prov. order to supply electricity within the borough. 
No action was taken. 


Brighton. — The Corporation Lighting Committee 
reports that a net profit of £7,984 13s. 9d. was made last year at 
the electricity works. Out of this £3,250 is to be paid to the 
district fund account, leaving £4,734 133. 9d. to be carried to the 
reserve fund. 


Bury St. Edmunds.—The T.C. has decided to adopt 
electricity for power purposes at the waterworks, and for this 
purpose a motor is to be purchased. Energy will be supplied at 
14d. per unit. 


Carlisle.—A Sub-committee has been appointed to con- 
sider the desirability of altering the charges made for electricity to 
private consumers. 


Dewsbury.—At a meeting of the Joint Hospital Bourd 
s contract with Messrs. Robb & Mitchell, Ossett, for cables, &c., at 
the new hospital was entered into, the price being £634 17s. 4d. 
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Dorchester. — The Electric Lighting Sub-committee 
reports having gone fully into Mesers. Enright’s estimates. It has 
been decided to write to Messrs. Enright aud inform them that 
the sub-committee cannot advise the Council to entertain the 
plans and estimates which have been submitted, and that it is not 
prepared to recommend expenditure of more than from £12,000 to 
£14,000 for an electric lighting plant to serve the compulsory area, 
and to ask them if they are prepared to submit plans and estimates 
of an efficient scheme within these limita. 


East Ham.—A L.G.B. inquiry has been held into the 
application of the Council for £5,660 for electric light extensions. 


Glasgow.—The eleventh annual report of the Corpora- 
tion electricity undertaking embracing the year from June Ist, 
1902, to May 31st, 1903, shows the gross revenue to be £127,004 
6s. 6d., working expenses £51,138 198. 7d., leaving a gross balance 
of £75,865 6s. 114, out of which the following statutory require- 
ments had to be met:—Interest £33,275 83. 2d., sinking fund 
£11,770 15s. 7d. Oat of the balance of £30,819 3s. 2d. there had 
to be deducted £6,536 7s. 1d., being the proportion of cost of 
lamps and fittings supplied to consumers consequent on change of 
voltage, and £992 11s. 8d., the legal and Parliamentary costs, 
leaving a net balance of £23,290 4s. 5d. The Committee decided 
that in addition to the reduction of debt by sinking fund and 
writing off the loss on sale of plant rendered unsuitable, by 
changed voltage of supply, at Waterloo Street, £6,455 78. 2d., and at 
Kelvinside £1,370 13s8.—there should be written off as depreciation 
for the year now closed a sum of £29,359 10s. 4d. The total amount 
for depreciation of plant thus amounts to £37,185 10s 6d., making 
a debit balance on the year's working of £13,895 бв. 1d., which iu 
the terms of the Glasgow Corporation Electric Lighting Order, 
1890, is in the meantime transferred to the debit of the gas account. 
During the year there was an increase in the sums received from 
all sources of £23,000, without any corresponding increase in the 
working expenditure. The cost of generation and distribution was 
less, particularly in the item of fuel, due not only to a 
fall in price of coal, but to a further economy on the 
moderate working of the previous year. This has resulted 
in leaving a balance on the year’s working of £30,819 3s. 2d., 
as compared with £14,514 68. 3d. last year. The increased 
surplus on the year's working has, however, been neutrzlised to 
some extent by the increased amount paid for changing over 
consumers' installations to the higher pressure. Subject to the 
modification in power rates to long consumers, and possibly 
an alteration of the public street lighting rates, the Com- 
mittee recommend tbat the charges during the coming year 
should remain the same as last year. During the year private con- 
gumers took 10,419,488 units compared with 8,384,696 units in the 
previous year, an increase of 2427 per cent. The number of con- 
sumers at May 31st, 1903, was 7,013 compared with 5,374 last year, 
au increase of 1,639. The number of motors supplied off the 
Corporation mains was 1,059 with a total  horse-power of 
4,597, compared with 682 last year. The number of units 
consumed for power purposes was 1,560,509. The total number 
of arc lamps in use in the streets was 719, against 500, and the 
quantity of electricity consumed for street and stair lighting 
1,081,836 units, against 897,347 in the previous year, aud the maxi- 
mum load was 9,371 xw., as compared with 7,950. The steam plant 
at Port Dundas station has not been increased during tbe 
year, and remains at 12,100 I H.P., but condensing plant 
for the two large engines has been added, апа  auto- 
matic coal-weighing machines have also been installed. The in- 
duced draught plant lately installed is of great assistance in meeting 
heavy loads. At Pollokshaws Road station there is being installed 
a 750-н P. engine with two dynamos in place of two 200-H P. 
engines and dynamos, The demand on this station is increasing so 
rapidly that it will be necessary to instal more plant shortly. Under 
the arrangement entered into with the Corporation tramways depart- 
ment, 150,096 unita were taken at Pollokshaws Road works, at a total 
cost of £1,007 10s. 4d. A further arrangement has tais year been 
entered into with the tramways department, by which an additional 
supply will be given from Pinkston station into Waterloo Street 
station at 6,500 volte, and be there transformed by induction motors 
E E CUM with the six existing dynamos to a pressure of 500 
volta. 


Gravesend.—The T.C. has received from the L.G.B. 
sanction to borrow £1,070 for E.L. purposes, and application for a 
futther loan of £5,100 has been made. 


Govan, N.B.—The demand for electricity has increased 
to such an extent that the T.C. has decided toextend the generating 
station at once. Plans have been passed, and the buildings are 
t» cost £10,000, and extra plant to the value of £40,000 will 
be put down. 


Hampton Wick. — HEdmundson's Electricity Corporation, 
Ltd., having given notice of its intention to apply for a prov. order. 
The Lighting and Property Committee recommended that, without 
prejudice, Edinundson's Corporation be invited to send draft prov. 
dial 7 to state what conditions they propose to otter to the 

ouncil, 


Horsham.—4A IL. G. B. inquiry has been held into the 


application of the T.C. to borrow £9,500 for extending the elec- 
tricity undertaking. There was no opposition. 


Hythe (Kent).—The T.C. has entered into an agree- 
ment with the Folkestone Electric Light Co., for the entire lighting 
of the town at £3 15s. per lamp per annum. u 


Karachi, India.— After considering Messrs, Crompton 
and Co.'s proporal for an electric lighting scheme, the chief officer 
of the municipality has found that he cannot advise the Corporation 
to adopt it, owing to the great increase of expenditure which would 
be involved. 


King's Lynn,—At the recent meeting of the T.C. a 
report on extensions of works by the engineer was recommended for 
adoption. He considers that it is perfectly certain that it would 
pay better to lay down an additional steam dynamo rather than run 
the gas engines to any great extent. In a comparison ofthe generating 
costs during the 12 months ending March 31st, 1901, when only gas 
plant was in use, with the corresponding costs for the 12 months 
ending March 31st, 1903, when steam plant was used almost 
exclusively. Twelve months ending March 31st, 1901 :—Generating 
costs, £1,994 ; units sold, 245,009; coit per unit, 1°964. Twelve 
months ending March 31st, 1903:—Generating costs, £1,387 ; units 
sold, 323,175; cost per unit, 103d. Against the extra cost of 
working by gas would have to set the capital charges on £3,000, the 
cost of another steam set of 200 xw. The annual repayment on 
£3,000 would be £120, and the interest at 34 per cent. would be 
£105 in the first year. There would be one satisfactory feature in 
the payment, viz., that the amount of repayment of capital would 
be purchasing new plant, whereas if the gas engines were run there 
would be no return for the extra expenditure. The new connections 
to the mains amount to between 3,000 and 4,000 lamps per annum, 
and in order to meet these demands, I should recommend that 
during next summer one additional 200-kw. set be laid down, 
together with two new feeder cables and certain distributing cables. 
Provision should also be made for expenditure on service mains and 
meters during the next two years. I estimate that the expenditure 
would be as follows:—1,200-kw. steam dynamo, together with 
condenser, pipes, foundations, &c., £3,225; feeders and distri- 
buting cables, £650; 250 services and meters, £1,625; total, 
£5,500. The actual expenditure to date is about £45,300. There- 
fore, total expenditure, with proposed works would be £50,800, 
when these extensions are carried out. This year, assuming 18,500 
lamps connected at March 31st, 1904, the revenue should be 
£3,249. The new plánt would supply 10,000 extra lamps, aud 
when connected the revenue from private consumers for a sale of 
about 272,000 units should .be £5,016. The total revenue would 
then be, approximately, as follows:—Private consümers 272,000 
units, £5,016; street lamps, 180,000 unite, £1,990; meter rents, 
£240; total, £7,246. The expenditure would approximately be:— 
Total works cost for 452,000 units sold at 14d., £2,825 ; annual repay- 
ment on £50,800, £2,032; interest at 2? per cent. (on £27,C00 lesa 
repayments to March 31st, 1905), say £20,660, £568; interest at 34 
per cent. (on £23,800 less repay ments to March 31st, 1905) say £21,618 
£757 ; total, £6,182. Before these extensions could be carried out 
the sanction of the L.G.B. would have to be obtained for a loan to 
cover the proposed work as well as the existing overdraft on capital 
account. If the above loan is obtained and the works carried out, 
the actual payments would be made somewhat as follows:—T'ay- 
ments of overdraft at bank at once, £5,820; new meters and services 
to March 3186, 1904; £400, new steam dy namo, &c, September, 1904, 
£2,500; new steam dynamo, &c, February, 1905, £1,300; new 
meters and services to March 31st, 1905, £620; new meters aad 
services to March 31s‘, 1906, 4650; total, £11,320. The recom- 
mendation of the Electricity Committee was that the report be 
approved and adopted, and that application be made to the Local 
Government Board for their sanction to a loan of £11,500 for carry- 
ing out the work and for excess expenditure cver loans for tha 
original works. 

After considerable discussion, the report was adopted by 10 votes 
to 4, and it was decided to apply to: tnc L.G.B. for their sanction 
to borrow the amount necessary. 


Liverpool.—Having completed the electric lighting of 
London Road extension, a scheme has been proposed for similarly 
lighting Victoria Square, iacandescent lights being proposed for 
the 60 corridors of the great tenement, and arc lamps for the open 
courtyard. 


London. — JsurNGTON.— At a recent mecting of the 
Ratepayers’ Assosiation, the following resolution was passed, after 
considerable discussion:—'' That the Borough of Islington Rate- 
payers’ Association records its protest against the decision of the 
Borough Council to illuminate the Petherton Road with electric arc 
lamps, which system, under the past and present management, has 
been shown to be not only unprofitable, but ruinously extravagant ; 
tbat, further, this association views with alarm any extension what- 
ever of street lighting by electricity, inasmuch as this method of 
lighting is now regarded as being entirely superseded, both in 
cost and brilliance, by recent improvements in hydrc-carbon vapour 
lamps, to which the attention of the Council is respectfully drawn, 
in the interest of economy.” 


Madras.—An electric installation, consisting of two 
water-tube boilers, three steam dynamos, nine motors and an 
electroty ping machine, 523 lamps, and four fans, put up by Messrs. 
F. & C. Osler, Calcutta, was opened for use the first time on July 
24th at the Government Press, Madras. 


Midland Power Co.—It is reported that the Midland 
Electric Corporation has entered into a contract for the purchase, 
at the Thorns, Quarry Bank, of а site for a power station for the 
supply of electricity 1n the district. 


Montrose, —With a view to lighting the harbour by elec- 
tricity and working the dock gates by electric motor power, the 
Angus Electric Light and Power Co. has been asked to furnish a 
report to the Harbour Board. 
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Newcastle.— At a recent meeting of the Finance 
Committee it was decided to recommend, at the next 
full meeting, that steps be taken to light up the Town 
Hall Markets, Mansion House, Free Libraries, Central Police 
Station, sub-police stations, the Home for Incurables, the Weights 
and Measures Office, and all the Public Baths and Wash-Houses 
with electricity, to be produced from the power station of the 
tramways. 


Newquay.—At the last meeting of the Urban District 
Council, the Lighting Committee recommended that, having regard 
to the estimated cost of laying down an electric light installa- 
tion, the scheme be not proceeded with, and this suggestion was 
adopted. 


Partick, N.B.—The Secretary for Scotland has granted 
permission to the T.C. to increase their electricity borrowing powers 
by £22,000, in order to extend the lighting of the burgh. 


Redditch.—At a meeting of the U.D.C. a supplementary 
report from Messrs. Burstall & Monkhouse, of London, came up for 
consideration. The first report was read at a meeting a month ago, 
but as that was not considered to fully cover the ground 10 ques- 
tions were drawn up, and to these questions the replies of Messrs. 
Burstall & Monkhouse were read. The first question was as to the 
present value of the plant oompared with the original cost, and 
they considered that the value of the engines was 80 per 
cent, aud of the rest of the plant 88 per cent. of its original 
cost. Ав to the question of an allowance for depreciation, 
they werc of opinion that, provided the plant is maintained out of 
revenue and insured against accident, it is not necessary to create a 
depreciation fand. Question three dealt with the condition of the 
cables, and they could not actually tell the condition of the cables 
without taking them up, which it would be inadvisable to do. In 
reply to the question as to whether they considered the new engine 
likely to meet requiremente, as they had only seen drawings of the 
engine, tbey could give no definite opinion. They considered that 
it was wise to push the sale of energy for power purposes, even at 
present prices, as the plant at the generating station has to be run 
during the day. The cost of adaptiug the present gas-producing 
plant for the use of bituminous instead of anthracite coal would be 
about £500. The report was left for consideration at a special 
meeting of the Couucil. 


Rhyl.—The E.L. Committee recommended that the 
price of energy supplied to the Queen's Palace be raised 4d. per 
unit after the termination of the present agreement on August 4tb. 
It was pointed out that the Council will risk loosing their largest 
customer, who, in fact, takes half the private supply, and the 
matter is under discussion. 


Romford.—Six members of the U. D. C. have received 
notices that the L G.B. auditor has surcharged them with the sum 
of £622 ia respect to cheques signed by them for payment of ex- 
penses incidental to the promotion of an Electric Lighting and 
Tramway Bill. The grounds o? the disallowance are based on an 
objection made by a ratepayer at the audit last week to the effect 
that the expenditure was illegal, as the sanction of the!ratepayera 
in public meeting had not first been obtained. 


Stafford.—The Gas and Electricity Committee of the 
Corporation have, with the consent of the Town Council, decided 
to make application to the Local Government Board for sanction to 
borrow £6,090 to cover the cost of extensions of the electric cable, 
including also the purchase of electric meters, this loan to be in 
substitution of the one for £2,200 sanctioned by the Council in 
April last. 


Sunderland.—At the last meeting of the R.D.C. the 
common s2al of the Council was attached to a consent to the 
Durbam Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd, for the supply of 
electrical energy for public and private purposes in the whole of 
the area under the jurisdiction of the Council. This will mean 
competition witb the Sunderland Corporation for the supply of 
energy to some of the shipbuilding yards near the town, but in the 
area of the Council. The Corporation cannot go into the Rural 
District Council's area without the latter's consent unless it gets a 
provisional order. One reason why the Rural District Council 
support the application is that the rateable value of the district will 
be enormously increased by the company's operations. 

The Electricity and Lighting Committee has agreed to charge 
the Tramways Committee for electricity at 14d. per Board of Trade 
unit, instead of 2d. as heretofore. 


Tamworth. — The Lighting Committee reported that 
it had received notice from the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and 
Engineering Co., Ltd., of London, of its intention to apply to the 
Board of Trade for a prov. order, authorising it to supply 
electrical energy within the borough, and asking for the consent of 
tbe Council to the application. 'The further consideration of the 
matter was thereupon adjourned. 


Thirsk.—A meeting of the Parish Council was held to 
consider the arrangements about lighting the town. Estimates 
were discussed from the Thirsk Gas Co. and the Northern Counties 
Electricity Supply Oo., the clerk being instructed to inquire what 

ntee the latter could give as to when it could commence 
fighting. As this was not till September 30th, the Council 
decided that the Thirsk Gas Co. should light the public lamps till 
the end of the year, and the electric lighting company be asked for 
its t rms for the remainder of the season. 


Tottenham.—At the meeting of the D.C. the Electricity 
Committee brought up a report by Mr. W. C. C. Hawtayne, con- 
sulting engineer, and Mr. W. H. Prescott, engineer and surveyor. The 
prov. order gives power to supply the whole of the district, and about 
129 arc lamps would be placed on the new electric tramway columns 
in Green Lanes, West Green Road, and other thoroughfares, and it 
was expected that 50,000 to 100,000 lamps would be taken up by 
private consumers within two or three years. They recommended 
the high-pressure system with low-pressure distribution. The 
chimney shaft of the new dust destructor would be sufficiently large 
to deal, not only with the refuse gases, but also with the gases from 
the electricity supply works which it was contemplated to build in 
close proximity, and to use the power from the destructor. 

The estimated cost of the undertaking was £96,500, and it would 
not be necessary to charge more than 4d. per unit for lighting pur- 
poses and lid. for power purposes in order to work the undertaking 
at а profit. The income was estimated at £17,356, less £8,358 for 
working expenses, tbe net result being—estimated gross profit, 
£8,998, less £5,790 for repayment at 6 per cent. on loan of £96,500, 
leaving a net profit of £3,208. They advised an early commence- 
ment of the works, and thought the Council wise in retaining its 
electric lighting powers. 

The clerk bad written to the North Metropolitan Electric Light 
and Power Co. for terme, &., on which they would be prepared to 
supply electricity in bulk for distribution. 

The company replied giving a map of their tramway and light 
railway undertaking and full particulars. The Committee, however, 
declined the offer, and asked the engineers for a further report. 

The engineers presented a modified report, giving the cost of 
the scheme at £59,540, and the profit at, gross £6,027, net £1,827. 
That scheme reduced the number of streets, part of St. Ann's 
Road, all Woodlands Park Road, Harringay Road, and other 
thoroughfares being struck out. 

The Committee recommended the adoption of the modified 
scheme, and that application be made for a loan of £70,000 to defray 
the cost of the works. A three-hour discussion ensued, and it was 
eventually agreed that a representative of the company should be 
asked to attend a meeting of the Council on September 24th. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Carlisle.—The Electricity Committee has recommended 
the T.C. to make a uniform charge of 1:64. per unit for current 
supplied to the Tramway Co., on condition that a 10 minutes’ ser- 
vice is guaranteed, and a minimum consumption of 350,000 units 
per annom. 


Failsworth.— Тһе U. . C. has received the B. of T. 


sanction to the borrowing of £25,670 in respect of tramways pur- 
chase and reconstruction. The loan will date from April 1st, when 
the lease of the lines to the Corporation of Manchester is deemed to 
have commenced. The Council has accepted the offer of a loan 
bearing interest at £3 78. 6d. per cent. from the Manchester Corpora- 
tion. 


Glossop.—Yerterday the opening ceremony of the electric 
tramway system, owned by the Urban Electric Supply Co., was per- 
formed. There was a reception by the directors at the electricity 
works. 


Kilmarnock.—A Glasgow paper says that the T.C. on 
12th inst. considered accounts amounting to over £1,800 for ех- 
penses connected with the provisional order for electric traction. 
A good deal of discussion took place with regard to several of the 
items, and particularly to the charge of £262 10s. by one of the ex- 
pert engineers who gave evidence, but all the accounts were passed 
by 13 votes to 8, the minority voting for delay. 


Leicester.— About 1,100 men are engaged on the con- 
struction of the permanent way for the new electric tramways. 
The work is proceeding apace, and the last section of the main line 
has been reached. 


London.— In addressing the shareholders of the North 
Metropolitan Tramways Co. last week, Mr. George Richardson 
said :—''The London County Council had not yet finally decided 
what system of electric traction was to be adopted on the 
tramways which they at present leased from them, but unfor- 
tunately their inclination seemed to be in favour of the more 
costly conduit system. This would mean about three times the 
cost of the overhead system.” A resolution was passed authorising 
the sale to the Metropolitan Electric Tramways, Ltd., subject to the 
consent of the Board of Trade, of certain portions of the tramway 
belonging to the company in the districts of Stoke Newington and 
Hackney. 

On Wednesday morning, under the L.C.C. schemes, & number 
of South London thoroughfares not previously traversed 
by tramways, were being broken up by gangs of men for 
the purpose of laying down the electric system. The important 
junction works at the Elephant and Castle in regard to the traític 
down the New Kent Road and Walworth Road are practically 
completed, and it was anticipated that the two roads would be open 
before the end of this week. 


Manchester.—There is a part of ** Greater Manchester," 
lying within the district of the Withington Urban Council, still 
unprovided with tramways. The Mauchester Tramways Committee 
lately made an offer to the Withington Council to take over on a 
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long lease the lines to be constructed along certain leading thorough- 
fares, at a rental sufficient to cover the interest and sinking fund 
payments in respect of the capital expenditure incurred, and to bear 
the cost of maintenance. The Withington Council at its meeting 
last week considered this question, and decided that all future lines 
in the district must be double, and that the work of construction 
could not be proceeded with until powers were obtained for 
widening the roads. Withington, in any arrangement that may be 
made, requires Manchester to pay the cost of construction and 
up-keep of the new lines, and the cost of carrying out the necessary 
road improvements and of obtaining Parliamentary powers. It is 
doubtful if Manchester will accept such terms, as in a few years it 
ig highly probable the Withington District, which covers a large 
area, will be incorporated within the city. 


American Electric Railway Statistics. — The 
United States Census Office has issued its report on street and 
electric railways for the year ending June 30th, 1902. It was 
prepared under the supervision of the Chief Statistician of Manu- 
factures, and contains an enormous mass of statistical data, about 
180 pp. out of the total of 193 being closely packed with small- 
typed tabulated matter. Many of the tables are of great value 
looked at from the electrical engineer’s point of view, for they 
contain information which is worthy of study—it is a work 
requiring some amount of patience—respecting the physical equip- 
ment of the roads, power station plant, &c., which it is rightly 
suggested will be of interest to all engaged in the industry. We 
are glad to learn from the letter of transmittal of the chief statis- 
tician, Mr. W. M. Steuart, that Mr. T. Commerford Martin and Mr. E. 
Dana Durand are preparing a final report, which will contain an 
analysis of all details respecting electrical and other systems; they 
will also discuss the development of the modern street railway 
system, the generation and distribution of electric current, car 
сора еді and a variety of other features upon which the tech- 
nical efficiency and economy of the street railway service depend. 
We must content ourselves at the moment by giving a few of the 
total results. At June, 1902, 987 companies controlled or owned 
22,577 miles of single track, and their capita] debt was $2,308,282,099, 
the avcrage net capital liabilities per mile being $96,287. 


Passengers carried  .. 5% 5,871,957, 890 
Total income ‘a és s vs $250,504 ,627 

„ expenses oa а ә s 5219, 907.650 
Wage-earneers ee 133,641 
Wages paid е сев фә. DR T 880, 770,419 
Salaried officials and clerks .. ha s ,128 
„ (salarios paid)... 87,139,716 


99 ээ 39 
Miles of electric line .. is es 23 21,920 miles 
[97:2 per cent. is trolley, and wooden poles are used for 80:8 per cent.) 
Number of electrico сагв T só xs 
» carrying electrical 
equipments... 50,699 
Number of cars having fenders m 48,278 (64:8 per cent.) 
Cars fitted with hand brakes 68,690 (95 4 per cent.) 
А si » air б жа ёв 7,906 (11:8 per cent.) 
99 ge LT) M other varieties of mecha- 
nical brakes" .. ix 5,148 (7:7 per cent.) 
[More than half the cars are heated, 68:1 per cent. being heated by 
electric apparatus, and the remainder by stoves, hot water and other 


means.! 
Cars lighted electrically 55,703 
6,666 


T n by oil, gas, &o. 25 oe 
Horses employed for operating roads  .. 2,117 

Turning now briefly to the power-house equipments, we find that 
764 companies own 805 power houses, but there are others which it 
has been impossible to include. 540 companies use steam generators, 
there being 2,336 engines [total 1,298,133 H.P., or average 556 н.р, 
per engine], 317 having a total horse-power of more than 1,000 
each [579,825 H.P., or 1,829 per engine]. Water power is used for 
generating purposes for 49,153 H.P., there being 159 water-wheels of 
309 H.P. average. The steam boilers number 3,853 of 893, 205 н.р. 
The following table states the number of generators, the direct cur- 

rent and alternating curront machines being shown separately :— 


Alternating 


Direct current. current. 


Generators. 


——————— 


| 
Num- 


Horse- | Num- | Horse- 
ber. ; power. ber. | power, 

ate = 
Total. - | 2.861 972,314 441 | 281,924 
600 H.P. or under us es T 2,324 422,924 829 61,985 
Over 500 н.р. but under 1,000 єє 828 218,934 b4 86,418 
1,000 н.р. and over - s 209 830,456 58 133,671 


In the other pages such matters as capital expenditure, operating 
expenses, speeds, and accidents are shown; but our object at the 
moment is merely to give an outline indication of the main 
resulta. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.— The general manager of the 
Corporation tramways (Mr. A. E. Le Rossignol) has issued his first 
report on the year’s working ending March 25th, 1903. This shows 
thetotal revenue to have been from all sources £153,822, and the 
total working expenses, including the arc lighting of the city, were 
£89,313, leaving a gross profit of 464,509. The working expenses 
are at the rate of 6 344d. per car-mile run. If the proportion of 
cost chargeable to the arc lighting be deducted, the net working 
expenses of the tramways come out at the rate of 6 174d. per car- 
mile run, the net traffic receipts being £150,334, or at the rate of 
10°675d. per car-mile, and the ratio of working expenses to the 
receipts being 57:84. For the year under review there were 
3,379,119 car-miles run, and 33,474,122 passengers carried. The 
work of the trams was commenced on December 16th, 1901, and at 
that time there were 14} miles of track available, and at the 
present time there are 38 miles of eingle track. About 140 cars 


are the maximum used. Mr. Rossignol says the plant has worked 
satisfactorily, but the increase of cars has on occasions made the 
margin of power very small. More is to be installed. 


Prestwich.—The U. D. C. intends asking the B of T. 
to sanction a loan of £24,125 for the construction of tramways in 
Bury Old Road, &c. It is intended to continue the line from 
Heaton Park main entrance to Besses-o'-the-Barn, where it will join 
the line from Salford to Whitefield. 


Sunderland.—At a meeting of the T.C. on the 12th 
inst. it was decided that a scarfed Dicker joint be used in connection 
with the Lawrence Street tram extension. 


Tramway Provisional Orders. — The report of the 
Board of Trade of their proceedings under the Tramways 
Act, 1870, during the session of 1903, has beón issued as a 
Parliamentary paper [Cd. 1,732]. It states that 14 applicatione 
were made to the Board of Trade in December, 1902, for provisional 
orders under the Tramways Act, 1870—namely, Barrow-in-Furness, 
Burton-upon-Trent Corporation, Bury Corporation, Cardiff Oorpora- 
tion Extensions, Halifax Corporation, Horsforth Urban District 
Council, Huddersfield Corporation, Ilford Urban District Council, 
Keighley Corporation, Leeds Corporation, Leeds and Guiseley, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Corporation, Portobello and Musselborough, 
and Ramsbottom Urban District Council. All the applications 
included power to construct new or extension tramways, and all 
except three were promoted by local authorities. The aggregate 
length of the proposed tramways was 14 miles 5 chains of double 
line and 21 miles 56 chains of single line, and the estimated 
expenditure was £447,922. The Halifax and the Ilford applications 
were withdrawn by the promoters.  T'welve applications were 
granted by the Board of Trade, and provisional orders made. The 
Leeds and Guiseley order was not, however, proceeded with, owing 
to the failure of the promoters to make the prescribed money 
deposit. The remaining orders were submitted to Parliament for 
confirmation in two Confirmation Bills, which received the Royal 
assent on Angust 11th.— Times. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Guernsey Telephones.—The Manchester Guardian 
prints some comments emanating from “A Correspondent "— 
generally a very indefinite source, but occasionally giving rise to 
suspicions—relating to the success of the Guernsey municipal 
telephones. It is stated that at the end of 1902 the number of sub- 
scribers’ lines in existence was 937, the total lines working, exclusive 
of junction lines, being given at 1,073. The actual cost per line 
worka out at £17 11s. 4d. each. The total revenue for the last 
year was £3,483 6s. 5d., showing an average per line per year of 
£34s.11d. £2,717 128. 5d. has been set aside out of revenue for 
capital, sinking fund and depreciation, after paying interest, Post 
Office royalty, and all working expenses. A special contingency 
fund has also been set aside out of revenue, which stands at £195 
9s. 114. After making these payments the net profit realised 
during the year 1902 was 4157 2s. 7d. The object of "A 
Correspondent ” is revealed in the general conclusions at which 
he arrives in his closing paragraphs :—“ On the whole, therefore, 
it is safe to conclude from the experience of Guernsey that a muni- 
cipal telephone system can be worked efficiently and cheaply and 
with some profit to the ratepayers. When the charges of Guernsey 
are compared with those which are made in this district, it will be 
seen at once that the subscribers of the National Telephone Co. are 
charged au excessive rate for services at least no better than those 
provided by the Guernsey Government." 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CARLES, 


Latakia- oe ee ee ee ee ee June 90, 1899 ee ee 
Trinidad- merara No. 1 oe ve ее ee Aug. 97, 1901 ee ee 
Dominica-Martinique.. ..  ..  ..  .. May 8, 1908 

Bt. Lucia-Martinique ee ee ee ee oe May 8, 1902 ее eo 
Guadeloupe-Martinique ee ee ee ee May 9, 1902 eo ee 
Martinique-Puerto Plata ee ee ee ee July 10, 1903 ee ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro eo ee ee ee Ang 18, 1903 
St. Lucia-St. Vinoent .. ee ee ee 


ee Sept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
Reissa-Issa ee ee eo oe ee ee Oct. 22, 1902 ee ee 
Reissa- Yemani ee m ee ee ee .. Oot. 22, 1902 ee ee 
Paramaribo-Cayenne ee ee 92 ee ee Feb. 27, 1908 ee ee 


New York-Haiti is vs Кя wie . April 18, 1908 . sò 
Fao-Bushire ie є .. July 28, 1903 .. vs 
Bolama-Bissao . vx Aug. 4, 1908 as 
Antigua-Guadeloupe . Aug. 9, 1903 


Jamaica-Colon .. y zs . Aug. 11, 1903 5 

LANDLINES. 
To Puerto Barrios oe .. July 28, 1908 .. 25 
Rome-Pera . Aug. 8, 1903 .. m 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A Press report from Berlin says 
that the preliminary Wireless Telegraph Conference came to an 
end on Thursday last week. The delegates of most of the States 
represented at the conference are said to have reached an agreement 
as to the most important principles for the international regulation 
of wireless telegraphy. Germany will, it is anticipated, shortly 
issue an invitation to the European naval Powers and the United 
States of America to hold a conference on the basis of this agree- 
ment, with a view to the conclusion of a Convention concerning the 
regulation of wireless telegraphy and the necessary means to be 
employed for putting the provisions of the Convention into 
operation. 

Reuter reporte that an attempt will be made to send bulletins 
announcing the results of the America Cup yacht races to Poldha 


Aug. 14, 1908 
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by the Marconi wireless telegraphy system. The company will 
send the results to Cape Cod, whence they will be repeated to 
Table Head, the latter place sending the news on to Poldhu." 

Mr. Thomas Alva Edison is reported to have lately denounced 
the “foolish impatience of the public" at Матсопі'в efforts 
to establish trans-Atlantic commercial communication. Jf the 
Wizard ever permitted himself to say any such thing, he 
spoke in ignorance of the statements which have been made 
from time to time about “accomplished facts,” “will be avail- 
able shortly,” hundreds of messages have been sent,” &c., &c. If 
ever there were justification for public impatience in asking for 
performances in fulfilment of oft-repeated promises, it is in this 
matter of wireless telegraphy. But what has induced Mr. Edison 
to make the remark attributed to bim? What evidence is there of 
public impatience? Our own impression is that the public does not 
care a pin’s poiut, so frequently has it been misled by pie-crust 
promises. Mr. Edison, however, indulges his weakness for pre- 
diction, and says that “in the near future messages would be sent 
at a speed of 500 words a minute," and that the ultimate success of 
the trans-Atlantic system” is certain. No wonder the Financial 
Times says that the Marconi Co.’s shareholders would be gratified if 
Mr. Edison would be more precise as to his date. We suppose 
there is not a man who doubts for a moment that wireless tele- 
graphy will be ultimately successful even across the Atlantic, but 
this near future "—really it is too vague. The pity of it is that 
there was во much unwarrantable booming of the Marconi system 
before the time was ripe for a scientific and commercial success. 
It succeeded in creating a moderate and temporary scare among 
some of the old women cable shareholders, who could not be ex- 
pected to know the ins and outs of the matter, but the more recent 
appreciation of the value of cable securities, and the comparative 
disregard which the question has received at the recent meetings of 
the telegraph companies, show that the boom has spent itself. It is 
hardly likely that the cable market will be affected further until the 
Marconi or other wireless telegraph companies succeed in doing 
something worth talking about, both in the direction of efficiency 
in long-distance transmission, speed and secrecy. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aston Manor.—August 26th. Lamps, oils, meters, for 
the U.D.C. Bee “ Official Notices " August 14th. 


Bexley.— August 21st. Street lamps and fittings for the 
. D. C. See “Official Notices Augast 7tb. 


Bexley.—August 22nd. Wiring buildings for the U.D.C. 
See Official Notices" August 14th. 


Cleckheaton.— August 22nd. 
See “ Official Notices” August 14th. 


Dorchester.— August 25th. The Corporation wants 
offers for assisted " wiring. See Official Notices to-day. 


Edinburgh.—August 26th. Arc lamps for public light- 
ing. See “ Official Notices” August 14th. 


Germany.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
Municipal Authorities of Tubingen for the supply of a new steam 
engine and dynamo for the municipal central electric lighting 
station, at an estimated cost of £2,500. 

The Municipal Authorities of Riesenburg, Western Prussia, are 
inviting tenders for the establishment of a central electric lighting 
station in the town. 

The Municipal Authorities of Wangen (Wartemburg) are at 

nt inviting tenders for the concession for the electric lighting 
of the public streets and buildings. 


Grimsby.—The Corporation wants tenders for a motor 
balancer and switchboard, and underfeed stokers to four boilers. 
See Official Notices August 7th. 


Guadeloupe.—August 29th. Tenders are being invited 
until August 29th next by the municipal authorities of Point à Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) for the concession for the public and private electric 
lighting of the town. 


Holland.—October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal anthorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Hungary.—August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until the 31st inst. by the municipal authorities of Beszter- 
csebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 н.р. 


Ipswich.—August 28th. Light and power installation 
in generating station, &c. See Official Notices ” to-day. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 
more electric meters. See “ Official Notices " June 12th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-m.P. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving a three-phase 
сасыр for the Greenwich power station. See “ Official 
otices” July 24th. 


Cables for the U.D.C. 


500 or 


New South Wales. — September 12th. "Tenders are 
being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New Sonth Wales 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their tramway 
power station. 


Pietermaritzburg.—September “uh. Poles and over- 
head equipment for the Corporation tramways. See Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until] October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Radcliffe.—September 5th. Tramway and lighting 
feeders, cables, conduits and accessories. See Official Notices 
to-day. 

Spain.— August 25th. Tenders are being invited until 
the 25th inst. by the Spanish Post and Telegraph authorities for the 
concession for the establishment and working during a period of 25 
years, of a telephone exchange in the town of Perona. Particulars 
may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion 
General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas, 10, Madrid. 


Spain.—August 25th. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities are inviting tenders until the 25th inst. for the establish- 
ment of telephonic communication between Gijon (Ovildo province) 
and Pola de Siero vid Granda and La Collada. Particulars may be 
obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion General 
de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas, 10, Madrid. 


Stoke-upon-Trent.—September 11th. Pipe-work, non- 
conducting covering, and water-softening plant for the electricity 
scheme. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Swindon.—August 26th. Rails, permanent way, and 
paving for Corporation tramways. See “Official Notices” July 31st. 


Turkey.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
Turkish Post and Telegraph Authorities in Constantinople for the 
supply of 20 tons of iron telegraph wire, 5 mm. diameter, 85 tons 
ditto 4 mm. diameter, 13,000 porcelain insulators and a large 
quantity of miscellaneous telegraph supplies. 


West Нат, — August 21st. Traction switchboard, 
booster, &c. See “ Official Notices” July 31st. 


OLOSED. 


Bury St. Edmunds.— The T.C. has accepted the tender 
of Mr. Е. Espir for the supply of accumulator boxes at 78. 6d. each. 


Derby.—The Chloride Co. is to supply accumulators to 
the electricity works at £2,813; and Mesers. Johnson & Phillips will 
supply switchboard work at £1,276. 


Heston and Isleworth.—The contract for the supplying 
and erecting of arc and glow lamps for street lighting was placed 
with Messrs. W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Co., who are also 
supplying the feeders, as noted in this column last week. 


Hove and Colchester.—The Hove Electric Lighting Co. 
has placed an order with W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co. for 
the supplying and laying, on the solid system, of paper-insulated 
feeder cables. The same company has also secured the contract for 
tramway feeders for the Colchester Tramways as sub-contractor to 


 Mesers. J. G. Whit3 & Co. 


Johannesburg.—A Reuter dispatch from Johannesburg 
says that the tenders sent in for the supply of the material of the 
municipal electric tramway wers to be considered by the Municipal 
Council last Friday. iThe Tramway Committee recommended the 
acceptance of the Brush Electrical Engineering Co.’s tender for 
grooved and Vignoles rails and fishplates, of Belgian make, at 
£74,549, with 24 per cent. discount. In the course of an 
interview, the municipal engineer said that if British manufac- 
turers insisted on prescribing the quality of the goods which they 
were willing to supply instead of making what their customers 
asked for, they could hardly complain if they failed to secure orders. 


Sunderland.—The Council has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. J. H. Holmes & Co. for an additional tramway switchboard 
panel; that of the Harrison Patent Filter Co. for a feedwater puri- 
fier; and that of Mr. J. Crosby, of Newcastle, for steam pipe 
coverings. 


ADDENDUM TO ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS 
LIST. 


Quascow.—Electrical engineer, E. T. Goslin. Miles of track, 648 
double, § single. Rails, 100 lbs. per yd. Motor-cars, 611. 
Capital outlay, less depreciation, £2,129,512. Annual car- 
mil , 14,008,750. Pass. carried, 177,179,549. Cost per 
car-mile, 7:40d. Ratio of expenses to receipts, 65°79 per 
cent. N Delete ch. eng. W. Olark. Nine miles to construct. 
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THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tur Ipswich T.C. has confirmed the appointment of Mr. Frank 
AvTON as engineer and manager of the electricity and tramways 
undertaking at £400, to increase by £40 per annum for three years. 
Mr. Ayton has been acting as Messrs. Kennedy & Jenkin’s resident 
engineer at Ipswich since October last. 

The Eastbourne T.C. has increased the salary of Mr. J. К. 
BrypaGEs, the borough electrical engineer, from £350 to £400. 

The U. D.C. of Farnworth has increased the salary of Mr. PEMBFR, 
electrical engineer, by £50 a year. 

Mr. H. B. Роогву, manager of the gas and electricity depart- 
ment of the Stafford Corporation, has had his salary raised from 
£400 to £500. 

An error occurred last week in our note respecting the new 
appointments at Hull. These should have been stated thus :— Mr. 
Н. BELL to be city electrical engineer; Mr. J. WILKINSON to be 
tramways electrical engineer. 

There were 35 applications for the post of assistant electrical 
engineer at Bray, and Mr. A. T. Evans, of Wolverhampton, was 
appointed. 


NOTES. 


Motor-Car Reliability Trials,—The Automobile Club 
has made arrangements for the fifth annual reliability trials of 
motor-cars to take place from September 18th to 26th. We are 
informed that the trials will be of reliability and not speed. 
Elaborate rules have been drawn up, whereby over 130 cars, each of 
which will be under the continuous observation of an official Club 
Observer, will cover 1,000 miles at slow touring speed. It will be 
the Observer's duty to note every stoppage for repairs or adjust- 
ments, and even for filling the petrol tanks, so that an absolutely 
reliable report will be obtained as to the performance of fhe cars 
over that distance. In addition to considering ordinary reliability, 
a number of other points are to be taken note of in making the 
awards for these trials. Probably the one which will be the most 
appreciated by the British public is the award of ‘marks for absence 
of dust raising. The effect of these trials will be to draw the 
attention of the makers to this important question, and so to greatly 
popularise the use of such vehicles. The routes of the trials will 
extend from the Crystal Palace to various seaside places and back 
on the same day. The places visited include Margate, Folkestone, 
Eastbourne, Bexhill, Brighton, Worthing, Southsea and Win- 
chester. f 


The London Traffic Commission.—We read in the 
Times that the sub-commission of six members who have been 
delegated to investigate all the systems of traction and transport 
inthe United States will sail on September 18th for New York. 
The Commissioners are expected to return about the middle or end 
of October. They will visit, among other places, New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago. The most important of their 
duties will be to look closely into the comparative merits of sub- 
ways and tube railways. On their return the Commission will 
resume their sittings in November. Up to the present time they 
have been concerned mainly with the evidence of the London 
County Council, which is not yet quite finished, and they will pro- 
ceed with witnesses from the municipal borough councils and other 
local authorities in the vicinity of London who are interested in 
the question of metropolitan transit. Afterwards they will receive 
evidence from the great railway companies and tube railway com- 
panies. The Commission do not intend to report on the locomo- 
tion in London until they have personally examined into the means 
of transit which exist in the great cities of America and Europe. 
The report will probably be presented to Parliament at the close of 
next year. It is so satisfactory to learn that we have only to wait 
another year and a half for some opinions on a matter which mis- 
taken men bave regarded as one of urgency. 


Appointments Vacant.—Two shift engineers (£120) 
and two switchboard attendants (35s.) are required by the Central 
Electric Supply Co.; a shift engineer (308.) is wanted for Canter- 
bury; Portsmouth—two assistant engineers, salary £105, rising to 
£120; assistant engineer for Kendal electricity works (£120); 
switchboard attendant for Carlisle (25s.); clerk for Ilford E.L. 
Department at £100; arc lamp mechanician for Islington. See 
„Official Notices” to-day. 


Electric Shock — Accidents.— An employé at Ње 
Levenshulme station of the Manchester electricity department 
received a severe shock on 8th iust., through touching a lever with 
an ungloved hand. 

On the 16th at about 9 o'clock, a horse which was crossing the 
rails of Volk's Electric Hailway, stepped on to the live conductor 
and was at once electrocuted. The line is worked at a pressure of 
only 1€0 volte. Current is only switched on to the line in short 
sections automatically as the cars pass over. 


Personal.—Mr. J. R. P. Lunn, borough electrical engi- 


neer, Darlington, has been appointed general manager of the electric 
tramways which are being laid down in that town. 


Utilising Exhaust Steam in Condensing Turbines. 
Prof. A. Rateau's paper on the above subject, read at the Newcastle 
meeting of the North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical 
Engineers, dealt with the question of utilising steam exhausted 
from intermittently running engines, by allowing it to escape into 
an accumulator and be used thence through a condensing turbine. 


The accumulator is simply a low-pressure boiler of vertical form 
containing trays of water which, with alternate higher and lower 
pressure, will absorb steam or give it out again. Winding engines 
specially claim the author’s attention. He cites the case of those 
at the No. 5 pit of the Bruay Colliery in the Pas de Calais field. 
The engine winds from a depth of 755 ft., makes about 50 winds 
per hour, and uses about 17,500 lbe. of steam, owing to the un- 
favourable conditions under which such engines must work exposed 
to intermittent cooling effects. Of this, 3,500 lbs. is supposed lost 
by condensation, leaving 14,000 lbs. per hour for farther use ; and 
this, he calculates, would produce 400 net electric horse-power-hours 
if used through condensing turbines. For obvious reasons, а 
winding engine cannot be of condensing type, and all will be 
familiar with the loud exhaust of the colliery winding engine and 
appreciate the possibility of turning this to good use in generating 
electricity for lighting and power purposes. 

The author would turn all waste steam into the accumulator, and 
secure from it the energy of condensation. Similarly he treats of 
the case of а steel works making intermittent draughts on power 
provided by rolling-mill engines. It is not unusnal for such an 
engine to use 44,000 lbs. of steam per hour. This would suffice to 
drive an engine of 1,000 Е.н.Р. He considera that such power is more 
cheaply to be obtained than the same amount of power through the 
agency of blast-furnace gases. 

The economy of the author's system is twofold. First, boilers are 
economised, and several hundred electrical horse-power may be 
got with no increase of boilers ; and, secondly, coal is economised. 

He gives some rough calculations of economies to be expected. 
The accumulator at Bruay contains 30 tons of cast-iron basins about 
4 in. deep each. The pressure in it varies from 0 to 5:7 lbs. per 
square inch. Should the turbine draw out the whole of the accu- 
mulated eneryy available it would be automatically supplied with 
boiler steam. One would suppose that less iron and more water would 
have produced a more efficient accumulator, the product of the 
specific gravity and of the specific heat of water and of iron being 
in favour of water. 

The Rateau system has in effect been carried out, says Mr. 
Walton Brown, at the Farme Collieries, by turning the exhaust of 
a 24-in. high-pressure beam pumping engine into a low-pressure 
boiler, whence was drawn the steam for a pumping engine of 60 in., 
and a 42-in. winding engine working at 5 Ibs. pressure only. Steam 
flows into a vacuum at во high a velocity that the turbine certainly 
appears well suited for using the energy of flow of such steam on 
its way to the condenser. 

The Rateau system of combined engines certainly merits con- 
sideration, and should be useful to electrical engineers and managers 
of mines who wish to iinstal electrical power. They may do so 
thus without increase of boiler plant or coal consumption. 


Sweet are the Uses of Advertisement !—The news- 
papers of Oklahoma are severe on storekeepers who do not advertise 
properly. The following illustrates the method of attack :—A 
donkey stepped into a store, and the proprietor approached the 
beast and asked : “ What are you doing here? You know this is no 
place for a donkey." “I am here,” said the donkey, “because I 
saw your advertisement on the fence that surrounds my pasture. I 
knew you too must be a donkey, or you would place your advertise- 
ment in a paper, where it would be read by people, not donkeys. 
Being lonesome to-day, I thought I would be neighbourly and make 
a fraternal call.” 


Electrical Workers in South Africa.—Steps are 
being taken for the formation of a South African branch of the 
Electrical Trades Union. Mr. H. C. G. Oakshott, a consulting 
engineer, of Graham's Town, is responsible for the movement, and 
in a letter to the South African News last month he wrote: I am 
informed that at the present time a large number of electrical 
workers are being recruited for South Africa. I have ventured to 
place before the English committee the precise conditions of em- 
ployment in South Africa, and have at the same time warned 
members of the Union of the exact state of our labour market here. 
The substance of my report is to the effect that although one hears 
from all quarters that that market (as far as electricians 
are concerned) is overstocked, the facta of the case are 
that it is only overstocked in one sense, and that is, that 
there are numbers of incompetent electricians out of employ- 
ment. I have received communications from mine managers on 
the Rand and elsewhere, stating that there are always openings for 
competent and steady men. It is therefore necessary, in order that 
both employers and employés may be protected, that a system of 
registration should be inaugurated, and I hope the time may soon 
arrive when we may look to the Government to institute 
such a system. The plan is feasible of making it compulsory 
that every immigrant should register his trade or profession on 
landing in South Africa, and in the case of electricians should be 
placed in direct communication with the local secretary of the 
union, who should record details of the applicant’s qualifications, 
&c. It is unneceseary for me to point out the damage that is done 
by the presence in this country of numbers of incompetent and 
inexperienced men.” 


Siloxicon and Carborundum.—Mr. E. G. Acheson, 
who discovered the process for making carborundum, as well as 
that for making siloxicon, has furnished our Niagara Falls corre- 
spondent with further information about these products of the 
electric furnace: — In the descriptions of the new refractory 
substance, siloxicon, that have recently appeared in the newspapers, 
it has been stated that siloxicon is inoxidisable ; but recent investi- 
gations have shown that this is not true. Siloxicon, while variable 
in composition, may be represented by the formula Si,C.O, and 
when it is heated to or above 2,674" F., in an atmosphere containing 
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a large amount of free oxygen, decomposition takes place, probably 
in accordance with the following equation :— 
If the siloxicon be in the form of a brick or other moulded mass, the 
reaction occurs on the surface, producing a vitreous glaze, which, in 
most instances, is tinged light green from the presence of iron. 
In the absence of free oxygen, or in a reducing atmosphere, no such 
decomposition occurs, and the temperature may be raised to the 
point of the formation of carborundum, or, approximately, 5,000" F., 
before any cnange occurs; then it takes place, it is thought, in 
accordance with this equation :— 

SiC iO = BiC + Si + CO, 
solid carborundum remaining, while the vapours of silicon and 
carbon monoxide are given off. It is interesting to note that after 
having discovered this oxidation of siloxicon, tests were made with 
carborundum, and it was found to be affected in a manner exactly 
similar to siloxicon—notwithstanding the fact that for more than 
12 years it had been generally considered inoxidisable. 


* Science Correspondence.” — The correspondence 
classes in electrical and mechanical engineering, conducted by Prof. 
A. Jamieson, M.I.C.E., whose reputation as & teacher renders com- 
m endation on our part superfluous, should be of great assistance to 
students who are unable to attend oral classes. Particulars will be 
found in our advertisement columns. 


Ramsgate Tramear Accident. — On Wednesday Major 
Von Donop held & Board of Trade Inquiry into the accident which 
occurred last week. Evidence was given by the drivers of both 
cars, and one of the conductors, and by Mr. Humphries, the company’s 
engineer, We shall make further reference to the matter next week. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Ekstromer Accumulator Co., Ltd. (78,175).— This company 
was registered on July th, with a capital of £25,000 in £l shares, to acquire a 
patent provisionally accepted in the name of E. C. Ekstromer and another, 
numbered 7,773 of 1903, relating to improvements in accumulators and ap- 
paratus for preparing and applying the same, and any foreign patents to be 
granted in respeote thereof, to adopt an agreement with E. C. Ekstromer, G. H. 
Lloyd and C. von Buch, and to carry on the business of manufacturers of and 
dealers in accumulators, dynamos and electrical apparatus gererally. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are: J. S. 8. Bogle, Palinerston House, 
E.C., chartered accountant; H. R. Oldfield, 18, Walbrook, Il. C., solicitor; 
C. Vercoe, 102, Anerley Park, S.F., mechanical engineer; J. A. Scrivener, 20, 
Bucklersbury, E.C., recretary: J. P. Titterton, Craigowan, Boscombe Rond, 
Southend, incorporated accountant; E. W. Ralph, Summerbank, Whitworth 
Road, South Norwood, clerk; and E. O. Andrewes, 14, Trebor Terrace, 
Shaftesbury Road, East Ham, clerk. No initial public issue. Table “A” 
mainly applies. 


Timothy Morris, Ltd. (78,199).—This company was registered 
on July 30th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the business of 
electrical engineers carried on by T. Morris and G. H. G. Jenkinson, at 173, 
Hockley Hill, Birmingham, as ‘Timothy Morris & Co.,“ and to carry on the 
same and the business of general engineers, manufacturing electricians, manu- 
facturers of scientific apparatus, «c. The first subscribers (each with one 
share) are: T. Morris, 100, Leonard Road, Handsworth, electrician; G. H. G. 
Jenkinson, II, Lozells Street, Aston, manufacturer; A. C. Townsend, Linwood, 
Clarence Road, Four Oaks, Warwick, manufacturer; A. Tomkins, 39, Hockley 
Street, Birmingham, electrician; W. H. Harvey, 12, Sutton Street, Holloway 
Head, Birmingham, clerk; H. ‘Tomkins, 365, Pershore Road, Birmingham, 
jeweller; and C. Tomkine, 65, Wills Street, Lozells, Birmingham, jeweller. 
No initial publicissne. Registered without articles of association. The first 
directors are T. Morris, A. C. Townsend, A. ‘Tomkins, W. H. Harvey, Н, 
Tomkins and C. Tomkins. 


Column Printing Co., Ltd. (78,207.)—This company was regis- 
tered on July 31st, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the business 
of the Column Printing Telegraph Syndicate, Ltd., to adopt an agreement with 
the said syndicate and G. A. Robertson, to erect wires and apparatus for trans- 
mitting news (especially betwcen persons in the same district), to act as news- 
agents, advertising agents and printers, &c. The first subscribers (each with 
one share) аге: —С. J. Smith, 6, Mincing Lane, E.C., solicitor; J. Moore, 26, 
Nightingale Gardens, Clapham, jonrnalist; W. P. Forbes, The Chilterns, Wan- 
stead, advertising manager; G. F. Turner, 9, Alexandra Road, N., tele- 
graphist; J. Lavyon, 25, Winterwell Road, Brixton, 8.W., secretary; E. von 
Bibra, 29, Great Tower Street, E.C., restaurateur; J. A. Moore, 30, Felday Road, 
Lewisham, journalist. No initial public issue. The first directors are J. 
Moore, W. P. T. Forbes and J. H. Harris; qualitication £100; remuneration as 
fixed by the company; registered oftice, 5, New Bridge Street, B.C. 


South Western Electrical Co., Ld. (78,230).—This company 
was registered on August 1st, with a capital of £5,000 in £1 sharcs, to carry on 
the business of electrical engineers, contractors, merchants, &c. The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are:—R. Cross, 39, Devonshire Hill, Hamp- 
stead, clerk; Miss R. Neale, 31, Pepys Road, Wimbledon; Mrs. J. Neale, 31, 
Pepys Road, Wimbledon; G. Neale, 2, Palace Terrace, Fulham, S. W., elec- 
trician; J. Fuller, lla, Kingswood Terrace, Fulham, S.W., electrician; W. A. 
Dyer, 6, Elm Grove Road, Barnes, S. W., electrician; and W. Whillans, 178, 
New King’s Road, Fulham, mechanic. Minimum cash subscription, £50. ‘The 
number of directora is not to be less than two nor more than three. The 
first are G. Neale and C. E. Peczenik, Qualification £10. Remuneration of 
managing director £200 per annum, others £150 per annum. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


THe third annual report of the Stepney 


Metropolitan ^ Electrical Department indicates the rapid 
Borough of progress which may be obtained under a system 
Stepney of moderate charges. With the low average 
Electricity prices obtained here, practically the lowest in 
Accounts. the metropolitan area, which are attributed to 


the rigid use of the maximum demand system, 
with a highlinitial price and low prices afterwards, it is satisfactory 
to note that a surplus of £7,000 has been earned during the second 
and third years of running. Next year the department will have to 


meet its first instalment of sinking fund— capital repayment having 
been suspended during the first three years’ working—and although 
the profits will be correspondingly diminished, nevertheless, if they 
maintain their present rate of increase, a handsome surplus sbould 
result. 

The capacity of plant installed is now 1,220 xw., and the charges 
are for light, power and heat, 8d. per B.T.U. for the first hour, and 
14. afterwards. Mr. W. C. P. Tapper is the borough electrical 
engineer. 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 3lst— 1902. 1908. Inc. 


Total capital expended ә, . . £114,890 £153,291 £38,401 
Units sold— 
Private lighting TT . . 724,537 1,321,353 596,816 
Pablic „ Ms T" .. 283,500 437,996 154,496 
Total units sold. ... 1,008,037 1,759,349 751,312 
Equivalent number of 8-c.P. lamps 
connected ... EY "m 24 33,146 58,314 25,168 
Number of public lamps  ... .. 95 ares 170 ares 75 arcs 
13 inc. 19 inc. 6 inc. 
Maximum load in Kw. (s dee 506 952 4406 
Revenue Gross revenue .. £10,639 £18,518 £8,149 
Aeon „ expenditure ... £5,158 49,018 £3,860 
„ Profit. .. 45,211 £9,500 44, 289 
Average price obtained 
Private lighting vis see 2.73d. 275d. 02d. 
Publ ic i гез Ves ps 1°62d. 160d. — 02d. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1902. 1903, 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc, 
Sale of energy ... .. £10,139 2°42d. 418,049 2°46d. 04d. 
Meter rents, &c. E 182 ‘05d. 265 04d. — 01d. 
Sundry receipts tee 48 01а. 204 03d. 02d. 
Gross revenue ... £10,369 2°48d. 418,518 2°53d. ‘05d. 


WonrkIna EXPENSES. 
1902. 1903. 
Gross, Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 
Coal sce ix Vs v» os £959 24d. £2,710 "37d. "13d. 
Steam from destructor " 1,086 "26d,  £2,034 Wd. *02d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine-room 
stores .. s - ex ee 182 04d. 9:8 d. *00d. 
Salaries and wages incurred in 
generation and distribution . 732 17d. 1.182 16d. — Old. 
Repairs and maintenance of build - 
ings, machinery, mains, ke. 428 104. 770 "11d. 014. 
Works and distribution costs £7,024 х, 1d. 
Rent, rates and taxes es ae ова. 292 на, —'Uid, 
Management expenses, salaries of 
engineer, and clerical staff ics 1,096 20d. 1,841 18d. — 08d. 


General expenses, stationery, 

printing, law and insurance. 843 ‘Odd, 861 d. —034. 
Total works cose. £5,158 1934, £9,018 123d. “00d. 

The works costs are stationary—despite a considerable 


increase in the cost of fuel—largely accounted for by the fa:t that 
the destructor department charged ‘5d. per unit generated by the ir 
steam, as against, ‘3d. per unit in the preceding year, 


Prorit STATEMENT. 


1902. 1903. 
Interest on loans vis T *. £2,957 43,808 
Instalment of principal T e 117 121 
Cost of temporary build ing written off ... 102 4206 
Balance being net prolit ... bax bus 2,034 5,145 
Gross profit m sa * £5,210 £9,500 


The surplu;!of the * wo years ending March, 1902 and 1903 
amounting to £7,179, was allocated as follows :— 


To deficiency on first 15 months’ working . £2,743 
To appropriation account :— 
Writing off sundry items of capital account 2,833 
To &nount carried to reserve—to meet loan re- 
payments and renewals ie T T 1,000 
To amount carried to reserve for general depre- 
ciation ... in or T 


es T 603 


THE returns of the Barnsley undertaking for 


Barnsley the third complete year, show that very sul- 
Municipal stantial progress has been made in the matter 
Electricity of output. 

Supply. The special features of the year's work are 


the introduction of electric traction on the 
local tramways, which, since November last, has increased the 
output by 110,748 units; and the improvements in other branches 
of supply, which also show a large increase on the previous year 
of some 140,000 units. 
The improvements in works costs (by about id. per unit), are, 
unfortunately, minimised through extensive alterations to plant, 
necessitatedliby the tramway supply, being charged t} revenue. 
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The results are, however, exceedingly creditable to the late engineer, 
Mr. 8. E. Bastow, and it is very satisfactory to know that the com- 
mittee recognise the policy of providing a cheap supply and other- 
wise encouraging consumers during the early yearsijas the true 


means of success. 


The prices charged are:—For private lighting, 4d. per unit, flat 
rate, or, as an alternative, on the maximum demand system, 7d. 
and 2d. per B.T.U. up to 10,000; 7d. and 1d. above that amount. 
Power and traction, 1jd. per unit, and in the latter case with 


discounts. | 
GENERAL STATEMENT. 


Year ending March 81st— 1908. 1902. 
Total capital expended ss - *. £54,454 £45,843 
Number of units sold es iss 556,923 304,415 
Equivalent number of 8-с.р. lamps connected 31,967 22.183 
Public arc lamps wa pak eos 96 arc, 85 ined. 27 arc 
н.р. of motors connected  ... T one 303 190 
Maximum load in kw. ahs n m 645 ma 
Gross revenue £6,585 £4,58 
3 » expenditure £3,247 £2,074 
oan „ profit. £3,338 £2,518 
Average price obtained private lighting. 3:144. 3:544. 
= s » traction aah 1 5d. — 
REVENUE STATEMENT. 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy bes -— s .. £6,510 2:804. 
Sundries... es б 585 ә» 85 75 ‘03d. 
Gross revenue ... . £6,585 2:834. 
WORKING EXPENSES. 
Gross. Per unit. 
Coal and other fuel iss К ее £932 40d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores 211 "09d. 
Salaries and wages incurred in generation and 
distribution ... bs - as "m 566 24d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildinge, ma- 
chinery, plant, Kc. ea EN з 449 19d. 
Works and distribution costs — 92d. 
Rent, rates and taxes аз S 613 26d. 
Management expenses re ie Vs 319 144. 
General establishment charges, printing, 
stationery, insurance Ет 285 ВР? 117 "05d. 
Special charges T Е a d 39 02d. 
Total works costs з di ... £3,247 1:39d. 
PROFIT STATEMENT. 
To interest on loans... 295 з n £1,718 
To sinking fund is 1,329 
To net profit on year's working 291 
Gross profit 85 vs e. £3,338 


On the year's working a gross profit of £3,338 was made; and, 
after meeting financial charges, a net profit of £291 remains, as 


compared with £116 in the previous year. 


CITY NOTES. 


Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting Co. 


of Buenos Ayres. 


A MEETING of debenture holders was held on 12th inst. to consider 
the agreement between the company and the Deutach Uebersceishe 
Elektricitäts Gesellschaft for the purchase of the electrical portion 
of the company's undertaking. The German compauy is to pay the 
company £15,000 every six months for a period of 41 years, this 
being calculated to redeem the whole of the debentures and to leave 


& profit for the company. 
of the business were passed. 


The resolutions authorising the transfer 


London Electric Supply Corporation.—The directors 
have declared an interim dividend for the half-year ended June 
3Cth last at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the preference 


shares. 


W. T. Henleys Telegraph Works Co.—An interim 
dividend at the rate of 12 per cent. per annum for the balf- year 
ending June 30th, 1903, will be paid on the ordinary shares of this 


company on September lst next. 


The half-year’s dividend on the 


preference sbares, at the rate of 43 per cent. per annum, will also be 


paid on the share date as usual. 


Blackheath and Greenwich District Electric Light 
Co.—The directors have resolved that an interim dividend at the 
rate of 7 per cent. per annum be paid upon the cumulative pre- 
ference shares for the half year ended June 30th, 1903. 


Imperial Tramways Co.—For the half-year ended 
June 30th last, the directors have declared an interim dividend on 


the £10 ordinary shares of 8 per cent. 


warrants will be payable on and after the 20th inst. 


annum. The dividend 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

CONTINUED shrinkage of values in the Consol market is beginning 
to arouse sentiments of uneasiness in the ranks of investors, and the 
movements of the Funds are watched with an unusual amount of 
interest. The mere fact that Consols fell day after day for no more 
ostensible reason than the bald one furnished by politics was, of 
course, a disquieting influence, and up to the time of writing a 
merely trifling indication of improvement has made iteelf felt. In 
the railway market the featura this week is the flatness cf the 
electrical stocks, felt most acutely in the case of the Centzal 
London varieties. Electric Supply shares and Debentures, how- 
ever, keep a hard market, while the telegraph department is 
scarcely cognisant of any effect produced by the fearful cyclone in 
Jamaica. 


City and South London stock has retrograded still further 
towards that figure of 55, at which it was suggested it would be 
worth buying. The fall, however, was checked by the publication 
of a better traffic than had been looked for. Considering that the 
take compares with one that came at a time when London was 
busily moving about from place to place on account of the Corons- 
tion, the decrease is not at all bad. The Central London traffic for 
the week showed a decline of £1,130, but, in our opinion, a great 
dealtoo much is being made of the effect of the French accident. 
Nobody attributed the London and North-Western decrease of 
£11,000 to this cause, and, as a matter of fact, nearly all the chief 
lines showed up badly against the “ Coronation traffics " of last year. 
Waterloo and City stock has barely moved, allowing for the 
dividend, but Metropolitan and Metropolitan District stock remain 
weak. It is estimated by some that the immediate loss to the Paris 
Metropolitan Railway, by reason of the recent holocaust, will nof 
be under 5,000,000 frs., or, say, £200,000 sterling. Without doubt 
the travelling public has been painfully personally shocked 
by the accident, but it may be doubted whether the 
memory of the fire will exert any permanently maleficent influence 
over the companies’ receipts. By the way, the whole of the electric 
installation of the Nile Valley Co., in Egypt, is said to have been 
destroyed by a destructive fire which occurred the other day. 


The traction market, as a whole, is steady, no change taking place 
in British Electrics or London United Tramways issues. The London 
United's dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. is followed by the 
announcement of a similar distribution on Imperial Tramways 
Bhares. Cape Electrics at 2 are dullest, although the July receipts 
are £6,200 in excess of the expenses. A firmer tone bas been 
developed by Anglo-Argentines, which mark 4f, and business is 
being done in Buenos Ayres and Belgrano Ordinary, and “В” Pre- 
ference at 24 and 5 respectively. 

What changes there are to chronicle in the electrical supply list 
have the dividend deductions for their reason. Several sharee 
are ex, and unchanged, too. The anxiety to buy the best 
class stock remains, and there are two or three rises in the Deben- 
ture list. Blackheath and Greenwich Preference will receive their 
7 per cent. dividend, but the price of the Ordinary is unaffected, 
and no change followed the declaration of a 6 per cent. dividend 
upon the Preference Shares of the London Electric Supply Cor- 
poration. Hove shares at 8 are 10s. easier. 


Henley’s showed a disposition to harden upon their recently- 
announced 12 per cent. dividend for the Ordinary, but the only 
quotable alteration in this section is a rise of a point in British 
Aluminium Debenture stock. Marconi shares kept astonishingly 
quiet upon the news that a passenger crossing the Atlantic in one 
ship had been able to wireless-telegraphically borrow a ten- pound 
note from his mother, who sailed in another ship 50 miles 
away. The system surely deserves attention from the fraternity 
who live without the law,” as the Recessional says. 


In view of the continued excitement in the American railroad 
market, it is rather surprising that the Anglo-American telegraph 
list is so stagnant, Anglo “ В” has fallen 1 per cent., the group 
otherwise exhibiting no change. Nor is the Eastern division any 
more lively. Eastern Ordinary stock is marked down 4, but 3} of 
that represents the dividend and bonus. Weet India and Panams 
Second Preference are j easier, possibly in connection with the 
fearful cyclone in Jamaica. The unfortunate colony had expended 
nearly £20,000 upon telegraphs, a good part of which is now almost 
dead loss owing to the ravages of the storm. Indo-European shares 
are rendered a shade harder by the quotation narrowing towards 
the upper figure, and Telegraph Constructions maintain their 
advance of last week. The issues of the Globe and Submarine 
Trust undertakings have passed & quiet week, while in the 
Telephone section business is almost at a standstill, as may be 
gathered from the fact that none of the National varieties abow 
any fluctuation. : 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Present Dividends for the last Closing 8 
NAMB, ones ок 800 otations otations тоок еп 
Issue, three years. ug. 12th. ug. 19th. Aug. "ds 
Highest Lowes) 
67,100 hla ee ee eo ee ee 98 —103 98 —102 oe 
95,000 Area TO MC. oed to 95,000 кы. бы м uh 84 oe 
119,700 Do. do. 69% Debe., Nos. 1 to 1,960 Red. ee ee ee 70 — 80 70 — 80 ee ve 
788,840 Anglo-American Telegraph eo ое ee eo oe ee ee 47 — 50 47 — 50 48 "T 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. 6 Pret. ee ee ее ees ee 92 — g4 91 — 93 | 914 
erry Do. o: N WT rts ee ee oe eo ee 47— 64 T" 5i os 
5 Chili опе, Nos. ее е ө ee os ee ee T 41— Es 
1,941,900 Commercial an. ае ae year 4% Deb. Stock Red. B 4 157 — 95 152 — 05 94 921 
° 0. 4 ee ee = 92 = 1 
16,000 | Cube Telegraph . s * „ us ee le 7— 8 1— 8 74 Tia 
22000 Yo "NE LIC ee ee oe ee ee ee ee a 8 17 — 83 17 es 
Direct pan elegrap ee ео ee ee 25 x: oe «e 
6,000 Do do. 4 Qum. Pret. Qe TW. сэй DS — 8 7 — 8 . .. 
80,000 2t PS Ls zs 97 —101 % 97 —101 % a А 
60,7101 Direct 0 United States ‘Cable 10 — 1 10 — 103 104 101; 
87,800 | Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. De Deb., within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. 93 —101 99 —102 D x 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. m ө s 128 —133 121 —129 p 125 
1,965,565 Do. rg Pref. Stock ee ee ee 89 — 92 89 — 92 91 . 
1,594,645 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. set n 105 —i08 105 —108 p 106 
800,000 | Eastern Extension, Алысын and China Telegraph pb 12 — 1 12 — 124 12 12 
820, 0001 Do. 4 % Deb. Stock NUN 104 —107 ха | 104 —107 m 2s 
800,000 | Eastern & Bouth African Tele. 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 100 —103 98 —1С1 . ee 
180,221 Globe Telegraph and rust ао е ce We 9 — 9— 9 91 9 
180,049 Do. do. 8 5% P Pref. hegen e ee ee ee ee 193— 1: 123— 1: 133 EA 12774 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, 22 — 23 22 — 23 - 
62,5001 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, rx 1st Mort. Debe, within Nos. } 99 —102 99 —102 ^s 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegra $$ vis Ss 85 — 89 86 — 39 384 38 
100, 000 London Piatino-Brasilian aoe 6 % Debs. | ee ee ee ee ee — 100 —104 100 —104 е, 
1,988,888 | National Telephone, р! В se XE V we Sesi CERO ж» 56% | 5% 6% 100 —102 100 —102 1014 101 
1,966,667 Do. Шо to л бо N e ЕН 44%, 79 — 81 79— 81 791 ; 
15,000 Do. do. Sy Gee lsPret. ..  ..  .. ТИШИ? 6 6 6 95 18 — 14 13 — 14 8 
15,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. nd Pref. .. En й 6 6 6 13 — 14 13 — 14 m 
9,250,000 Do. do. б 9% Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 ‘to 250,000 ; š 5 5 5 5— 6} 5 — 51 5l £s 
000,0001 Do. do. 5i Deb. Stock Red. £^ ee 84 84 84 96 — 96 — 98 т) 9б 
111.504 Orie ital Tel oie Whee New 1 in 504, fully раја ..  .. 6 6 6 % v a4 P us p бое, 
, en e e = ec. Nos. 1 to , , y ee ee Ao — es 
100,0003 VF Debs., 1 to 1, 000 ee ee ee ee gi 100 —10) ea 
11,880 Reuter's eo ee ee ee ee ee ee 5% 5 ee 64— Th * 
48000 aire gone Cables Trost Их не Ge s n vs 7 T% và 116 —121 116 —121 va 
ver ephone ee 6 oe 
40,000 Do. do. 4 Cum. Pret., Nos. 1 to 40,000 © е id s. 44— bi - 
179,941 Do. do. e : ee ee ee ee oe 104 —107 104 10% ee 
15,009 West African Telegraph, Bharce sé we 2% 5— 6 5 — 6 
150,0002 | West Coast of America, 4% Debs., 1 to 1,500 guar. Љу Bras. Bub, Tel. — .. 95 — 98 95 — 98 .. .. 
267,980 | Western Telegraph, ‚ Ltd., hg 1 to 201,990 ee T us 1% 1% 12 — 124 12 — 124 120, 12% 
75,000: Do. Debs. 2nd series, 1906 ee ee Фо ee ee 100 —108 100 —103 ee ee 
400,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee eo ee ee 97 —100 97 —100 98 
68,821 | West India and Panama акч ba. кс LR T Су. TUM i9 ve 64— ü — | . 
84,568 Do. do. do. 6 Cum, 1st Pret. ee ee ee ee е 7 6 — 7 ce 
4,009 Do, do. do. f Cum. 9nd Pref. ee е• fe ee ee 4 тте 5 3 === 4 б 34 ee 
80,0001 Do. do. do. Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee ee ео ee 98 —101 98 —101 ee ee 


20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. oe ee eo eo 10 ee ee oe 8— 4 8— 4 oe 
800,000 Do. do. 6% 1st Mort. Deb. Восі Red. - ee .. | Stock = t ae 77 — 82 78 — 84 - 
100,000 | British Electric Traction ee ee ee T 10. 9% 9% 8 % rm 12 11 12 11% a 
100,000 | Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. s „10 г, И А, 11{— 124 11{— 121 xd "i 11 iE 
00, 000 nad 5 % Perpetual Debenture Stock ee .. | Stock oe - we 122 —125 122 —1 124 128 
100,000 ish Insulated and Helsby Cables — .. n 5 |1595 |10% |10% 6 " 6:— 7 с. 
100,000 Вима до. 6 Cum . Pref. ee oe we b ee ee oe 51— 5 51 — 7 

50000 | Do. do. 3b lat Mort, Deb Redl. 10 | 7 . | 102 —106 102 —106 i: п 

50,000 aa la Lindley & Co., eo eo oo ee ee 21 8 Nil oe jy 10 Ie 38 ee oe 

50,000 Do. do. 8 ee ee ee #1 6 6 96 ee 14 to 15/ 1 [6 to 15/ ee ee 
106,781 ашаа maginioeting, Ord., 13 100, l : T - 2 b Nil Nil i— 1} i— 1 t T" 
150,000 do. Non- um. 6 % Pref. . aar s 2 6 8 6% ] — 14 1— 1 

Do. do. if Perp. b. Stock ee . Btock ee е ee 99 —102 99 —102 
125,000: do. Perp. 9nd as Btook е ee Stock ee . eo 85 fe 90 85 — 90 

85,000 | Callender's Cable Construc shares s ss "i 6 1595 | 909 15 p үр 114— 1% 

40,000 do. do. 5 96 Cum Pref. ee 6 oe ee ee J 5 mm 

90,0002 Do. do. do. 44 bi 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red, .. | Stock oe ae 106 —110 106 Zuo - ы» 

1,860,014 Central London Railway, Ord. Btoc ee ee ee ee Stock ee 4 4 % 108 —106 98 —101 xd 103 98 
494,008 Do. do. 4% Pref. See - ee - oe .. | Stock ee 4 4 5 .| 102 —106 99 —103 xd 1011 1004 
494,998 Do. do. Det. do. ее ee ее ee ee Stock 4 4 104 —101 101 —104 103 . M 

1,880,000 | City and South London Railway  .. oe ee ee ss ..| Btock | 13 2 8196 61 — 63 68 — 60 00 55 

говро а Со., F lat Mort, Beg. "Debs; 1 to a) i 1i, à 8 8 74 oe 2 — 24 2— 24ха ee 
о о an 
100,000 { 901 to 11,000 of £50 red. ee ee ee ee 101 105 101 —105 ee 

11,199 Do. do. * A ” shares, 01—011,189.. T b Nil zi 14— 1 
34,0231 по; до. 4 % Deb. Stoo k Red. 100 ee ee ee 71 — 75 71 — 15 ee 
114100 Electri 'Gonstruotion, 1 mr ire орна жо О Оена, al på. 12 6% | 6% | 6% 1 — 17 prs 17 is 

ec С ee ees 

31,8990 Do. 7 % Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 „% es 2 is ii a 24— 8 213 

825000 | Ро. do. 4 (p Perp. 1st Mort Deb. 8 Ser Stock EN i: 99 —102 99 —102 99 ; 

25,000 | General Electio Go. (1 Cum. Pref... © n] 10 |5% 5 % |5% 94— 10 94— 10 913 . 
900,000 Mort. Deb. ee oe ee ee Stock oe ie ee 99 —102 99 —102 ee 

85,000 Henley’ в W. Т { Telegraph * orks, Ord. vs E 5 20 20 % | 2 % 14 — 15 14 — 15 va 

85,000 Do. % Pret. c. э» Và =x 5 44% a ia 5 — 5 — - 

48,060 Do. ort. Deb. Stock oe .. | Stock = ae ae 108 —112 108 —112 - 

60,000 | India-Rubber, дераза & Telegraph Works 10 10% 10 a 184— 194 184— 194 183 . 
e Liv Эе. до. бй. do. 4% 1st Mort. Deb. 0 ві ца TM er 100 — 65 $5 

erpoo Overhead Railway y: ee ee ee ee T — ee 

10,000 |t do. Pref. £10 paid T ee ee oe 10 25 a s 104— 11 103— 10jxd T 

87,850 Telegraph Construction and Maintenance 19 178% | 9096 20 % 89 — 86 — 84} 
150,0004 до. 4 96 Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 #0:1,500 Red. 1909 100 a ee ay 100 —103 100 —103 m 
540,0001 Waterloo & City Railway,.Ord. Stock ee ee ee ee ee 100 8% 8 % 34% 97 —100 95 -- 98 xd ee 


t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share List. 


t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


— — 


LATEST PROCUBRABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Deeerie Free Wiring, i—{. . арн 


Bank rate of discount 3 per gent. June 18 19081" 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Present Stock Dividends for the Closing Closing Business done 
NAMB, or Quotations Quotations week ended 
issue, | Share | 1880 three years, Aug. 29th. | Aug. 19th. Aug. 19th, 1908. 
t est. Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist, Electric Light, er eS 1 i-. i 1 
100,000 lott 1st Deb. Stock, Tov Certa. "m 100 118 —121 - oe 
000 Mrompeon & 8 E Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 90,000 - 6 1 11 xd 
0:000 m 4 Strand EI %% ха 5 
, an ес e upp y ee ee ee е 
70,000 T. Cum. Pref. ee 8 6 xd 57. 
40,000 do: “ Undertaking ” Cum. Pre. 8 5 AM 
44.788 *Ch Do: trict 40 ы 28% Stock Red. ee ee ee е 0 a mar 1 hd 
elsea ec ty an у, . „ ee 0 e ee — 
170800 | City of London El ii L Ord 40,001- iios 10 Hoc 113 „ 
, ty о naon eo 0 — А ee ee 1 D A е 
40,000 Do. 6 Bae Peet 40,000 we ee | 10 13 — м 1 s 
400,000: Do. b Deb, Stock, Bort е at 116) а all paid .. ay Va 122 —197 ey : 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Btock, Prov. Ce $a m 100 102 —105 104 101 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric iu cr On 140,000; 10 8— 9 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 96 Pref., 40,001—60,000. . 10 114-— 124 12 
400,000: Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. . Certa. (all paid) Red 25 109 —112 T 
60,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shar as 3 E b 64— 7 
80,000 Do. a: 6 Com. "Pret. oe ee oe 6 т, 
140,000 Do. 44% 186 Mort. Deb. Stock T 100 107 —110 1 
21,000 Kensington and Knlghiabridge Eleotric, Ord. Hs 5 104— 113 11 11 
: 90,000 do. 4 o6 Debenture Btock ° Stock 108 —106 oe oe 
110,000 | London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, yee 8 2— 94 is as 
250,000: Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb: Воск Red | Stock 100 —102 
100,000 | Metropolitan Electrio Supply, 1 to 100,000 . sd 10 17 — 18 xd 174 173 
220,000 Do, do. lst "Mort. Deb. Stock ee oe Б 108 —112 
250,000: do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red А es tock 97 —100 984 
10,869 Notting Dun Elo^tric Lighting oe ee ee ee 10 18 — 14 ° 
40,000 St. James and Fall Mall Eleotrio Light, Oord. «s m vs б 153— 164 ae 
20,000 Do. ao do. 7 % Pref. 20,081 to 40,080 5 8— 9 N 
150,0001 Do. do. E Dob. Stock Red 100 98 —101 - 
12,000 Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord ee oe ee . oe 6 а 8 . . 
65,000 | South London ITE e ОМ, uo 4 Set Wh аз 8 — 4 877 3j 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, ee eo en ee ee 5 b — Буу 
80,000 Do. Сиш, Pref, ee oe ee oe oe 5 5 — Ò Ф 
110,000. Westminster кесш Бор no eo ee ео ee ee 6 124— 133 1374 
28,141 Do. 5% Cum. Pref. ee we ee ee 5 6 — . 
* Subject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, August 19th. 
CHEMICALS, &о. 55 METALS, &. (continued). 510 
a Acus A э .. per owt. b / e g Copper Sheet as 5% .. рег ton £71 : 
а ee ee per cwt. 22/- оо 9 Т) od . ee per ton £71 2 
a „ Оланы: ae ne "T .. per owt. 82/- - e n (Electrolytio) Bars o .. рет ton 266 £2 inc. 
a „ Sulphuric . << .. рег cwt. 5/6 T e n А Bheeta .. per ton £76 £2 inc. 
a Ammoniac, Sal .. per owt, 42/- T 6 „5 " . per ton £68 £2 inc. 
н Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton £88 10 m e i H.C. Wire per lb. 8d. id. ino 
> .. per ton 290 Де f Ebonite Rod "S $5 .. per lb. 8/8 
н Bleaching powder . Pe - .. per ton £4 10 5 s Sheet vs .. per lb. . - 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. per ton £15 ia n German Silver Wire .. .. per lb. 1/6 ey 
a Borax. x Y per ton £18 v А Gutta-percha fine . Và .. per lb. 8/- T 
a Benzole (90 %) és gs .. per gal. 77 a h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 8/11 to 4/03 | 
a „ (0/0 .. T .. per gal. 5 ae 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. r ton 218 T 
a горрег Sulphate .. ws per ton #19 vx „ Pig К мо warrants) ' эы ton 46/9 4d. inc 
а Lead, Nitrate ie bs .. per ton £24 vá „ For ai rie , according to size per ton From 411 as 
a „ White Sugar © .. per ton £81 $^ б, Sorep, .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- oe 
a ua ae “a К? +. рег im еи a e 4 » Wire, ае онай No.8 .. per ton 270 [р к» 
ав Methylated per gal. Ң s | 
а Naphtha, Solvent (00%, at lem С). per gal. 5/8 i f Lead, English Ingot ..  .. per ton to £i 16} 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per ib. 8d. T А „ Sheet... .. per ton £11 15 А 
а 97 Caustic (5/9000). - ee per ton #94 ee А Manganin Wire No. 98 * ee per Ib. 8/- е 
а Bisulphate .. per ton #85 " g Mercury per bot. £8 10 AA 
a 8h hellac vi .. рег owt, 160/- 10/- ine. d Mica (in original cases) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 
@ Bulphate of Magn esia .. рег ton £4 10 ds d „ " » medi um per lb. 9/6 to 8/9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 "T d large per lb. 4/- o 1/9 ata 
a » ее .. рет ton £65 10 "s p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per Ib. 1/- to 194 ae 
a Lam .. per ton £6 Tm Р s rolled bars & rods per lb. 151 to 1/4 oe 
a Sods. Caustic (white 70%) .. per ton £10 16 а р " н Strip&sheet per lb. From 1/3 ee 
a „ Crystals .. per ton £8 ee o Platinum e. регов. 24 eis 
a „  Richromate, ‘casks... .. per lb. 24d. n Р Silicium Bronse Wire . per lb. 10d. to 1/- М 
Steel, Magnet, acc'd'g todesc'p'n per ton £58 vs 
METALS, &c. E^ „ in bars 7 to 2 š% 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £180 M g Tin, Block .. ex i . рег ton { £159 } ae 
b ii Wire, in ton lots. per ton £108 - 9 „ Fol .. .. per lb. 1/8 ee 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. perton £166 #8 Wire, Nos. 1 0 16 per lb. 17 s 
p Babbitt's metal ingota . per ton £48 to £145 2 p White Anti-friction Metals— 
e Brass (rolled me 3" to 12") basis per 1b. 7d. d. ine. „% White Ant" brand per ton £42 to £65 
e „ Tube (brased) per lb. Bid inc. j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on sp ‘ls per lb. А ar 
"T » (solid drawn) 2 .. per lb. 734. inc j| ow» 6lea. Flax per lb. А ee 
е, Wire, basis.. я per lb. 714. i Í  Sply 10 lbs. Russian .. per lb. А ч 
e Copper Tubes (brased) .. .. per lb. j „ 10 Iba. Russian, single .. per lb. 44. е 
» (solid drawn). per lb. 9 1 180 Ibs. Jute rove per ton 11 oe 
4 Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £ k Zinc, Bh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton £23 15 


utere supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., ыш € 1іоь. Bolten & dent., Ltu.; d F. Meini t, sons.; - Frederick 
Smith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & t hekspeare ; h Edward T:)l & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lcwe; j W. H. Hindley & Co. 
k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; я P. Ormiaton A Sons o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.: p The Phosphor Bronze Co.,Ltd. 


— 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


‘ 


Week | Receipts for Miles | Week | Receipts for Miles 
Locality. ending the week. Total to date. open. Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. open. 
£ £* 4 a «p £* £ £* | p 
Aberdeen .. .. Aug. 15 | 1,872 | +218 | 14,449 | + 1.713 10 — 3 (South Staffordshire ..| Aug. 7 1,467 4478 | 27,166) 2.757 213 | —3 
Birmingham ee ee [T] 16 4,818 + 75 | 166,504 + 7,709 ў — яб Swansea ee ee ee » 7 "За 4 4^1 16, 81 + 1,862 н — 
. «s © » 12| 1,488 — — — 100|— | & R ерене 26 "TIEN. 150 | + 81 1,871; — 106 +13 
Blackburn . ..  ..|June9?0 | 909 | —986 11.666 + 674 | 194 7112 © & memouth e |. 7! 710 7121 9.700 + %3 — 
Blackpool . Aug.18 | 2,614 | — 9 21642 + 1,326 — 8 ton -super - Mare.. „ 6 442 | -- 40 3.0 — 802 +9 
Blackpool and Fleetwood » 15| 2,071 | — 61 9,826 | + 677 72 — |È d Wolverhampton Dist.) „ 7: 627 | +184 | 12817] + 6,479 101 +8 
Bolton eo e| „ 9| 19: | +294 25,032 | + 5,108 — | & |t Wrexbam „ 7| 0| — 2, = |—-|— 
Bradford .. .. . „ 16, 3910 |+ 479 77.009 | +12,421| 41 |+4 3 LYorks. WoollenDis... „ 7 657 | — 1,115 — 6 — 
Brighton o 16 1,284 | 4171 89,854 — 64 | — Cardift „ 15 29077 | +419 | 39,999 | 413,295 14 | — 
Bristol — .. .. .. » 14 4,977 —-8| — — |98 | — | Ж | Chatham & District Co. „ 6| 8164160 15,267, 12,021 8:69 | — 
Burnley . в @e 797 15 924 * 97 = ас: Th т Dover ee oe [T] 15 299 — 18 7,155 + 10: 3 БЕ 
5 District ..| „ 7 197 — | 5,502 — 4 | — Dublin 5. „ 14 5968 | + 34 | 3,745 + 6,129 46 | — 
Devonport » 7 605 | + 12 138.85 + 502| 65 | — East Ham ..  .. „| anM 716 | +209 | 18,818 | + 4,407 | 6 |+ 
Dudle ey—Stourbriäge. . „ 7| 1596 | +246 2.922 + 2,788 | 1 — | $ ; Glasgow .. .. . „ 15 12.797 | 4855 | 146,303 716,281 65 | +1 
S Gateshead „ 7, 1,034 | 4185 | 968-9| + 4818 101 |+ 2 $9 Hull. „ 16 | 1,845 | 6 | 86,579 + ШЫ Пп +1 
?Gravesend—Northfleet | „ T| 470 | +177: "298 + 177 — 3 Ilxes ton „ 12 194 ES — 4 — 
jGreenook—Pt.Glasgow | ,, 7 685 | + 36 16.762 + 1,500 74 | — Isie of Thanet .. „, 15, 1,505 | —184 | 20,785 — 331 103 — 
E Hartlepool ^ .. ..| » 7| 44 + 61) вета 4+ 480 +2 |2 Leeds . „ 16 | 5,24 | +466 | 114,473 | + 6,867) 41 | — 
Kidderminster.. ..| „ 1 318 + 28 4,10 4 233, 44|— | P Liverpool. „ 811,762 | «415 | $19,028 711,446 101 +23 
© Merthyr ee ео Фе [1] 7 #16 + 12 i 8,188 — 218 8 — Manchester ee | Т] 15 | 11,715 4 6191 236,550 PEU 12 — 
gj Middleton ов ee 97 7 878 + 83 | 9,990 + 1,156 | 84 — H Newcastle ee ee ee [T] 15 8,495 — -— — 19 — 
ZoOldaam—Asbton  ..| w 7| 623 | + 44/ 17,794| + 1,623, 8 | — Portsmouth — ..  ..| , 15, 2,673 | 388 | — — |9 — 
2 Peterborough eœ ej u 7 278 — 4,474 — —|- Salford .. .. „ 17 3,817 |41250 | 75,613 422,570, 30 | — 
Poole w^ nb wel Ки, 1 577 | +115 | 9.175 + 1,456 С. = Southampton .. „, 13! 1,270 | — — — 9 — 
& Potteries oo «| œ 7| 1948 | + 68 48,762 + 2,842 — |$ | sunderiand „„ 16 1,404 | + 84 | 25,579| + 1,002 Э) |+3 
Rothesay e e| y 7 847 | +102 4.507 + 1,578 23 | — Central London Railway) ,, 15| 5.689 —1180 | 44,491 — 1,600; 6 | — 
Sheerness oo oj» 5 140 — 1,662 — 29 — City and 8. London Ry. „, 16 2,332 |- 900 | 17,204 — 2,292 € | — 
Bouthport oo 5| €.» 7|] 693 |+ 94 9,4711 + 1,877 Ы | — Dublin and Lucan Rlwy.“ „ 16 164 | + 32) 1, + V| 63 | — 
Liverpool Overhead Ry.| „„ 16 | 1,647 | + 48 | 12,1781 + 1101 81 — 


an iea ee —: : ee ra MAP teas) E 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


(CarccTTA SECTION.) 


ON THE PRESERVATION OF INSTRUMENTS AND 
MACHINERY IN BENGAL. 


By Pavut Broun, Member. 
(Paper read at Calcutta, March 27th, 1903.) 


Tue remarks Таш going to make on the preservation and care of 
machinery and instruments are not only applicable to Bengal, but 
to hot and moist countries in general. But I mention Bengal in the 
heading of my paper, because my experiences on the subject have 
been gathered in tbis country during the last twenty years; it is, 
however, quite possible that some of my statements may have to 
undergo certain modifications when applied to places situated nearer 
to the sea, like Bombay or Madras. But then the paper is meant to 
elicit information on the subject matter from other members of our 
branch besides myself. 

I shall classify my subject according to the adverse influences 
which men in charge of laboratories or central stations have to 
combat in this country. Those influences are mechanical, physical, 
chemical, and biological. They can, however, not always be sepa- 
rated from each other, and I may, therefore, be excused, if I do not 
always strictly adhere to my own division of the subject. 

As we all know to our cost, a good deal of mechanical injury is 
often done, before the goods reach our hands. It ie, of course, 
useless to expect that the treatment accorded by porters and dock 
labourers or railway servante in Europe, or by coolies out here, to 
cases containing scientific instruments will be in any way different 
from the treatment meted out to cases of cotton goods or bales of 
jute. They will be banged about, dropped from heights varying 
from a fraction of an inch to 20 or more feet, rolled down inclines 
and turned over and over regardless of any printed admonitions of 
the type cf This Side Up." I do not know whether railway 
porters and dock labourers ere more considerate on the Continent 
than they are in other parts of our globe. Perhaps they are. At 
least that is what one would conclude from a printed label on a 
case which I received some time sgo from a Berlin firm of scientific 
instrument makers. On the label there was a printed request—in 
German, be it remembered—addressed to “respected gentlemen,” 
officials or otherwise, to kindly keep tbat side of the box with its 
face upwards. Now the first glimpse I got of that box was in the 
Calcutta Customs House at the moment when one of the “ gentle- 
men ” with dhoties round their loins and a blackened cloth round 
their heads was turning it over and over round any and every 
direction for an axis of revolution, until every side had bad ite 
chance of being "up." Hence the wisdom of the rule: “Do not 
expect any side of a packing case turned any way; do not address 
people in a language which they do not understand, and do not 
indulge in the vain hope that human beings who cannot read are 
likely to act according to printed directions!” I have seen some 
rather bad cases of breakage, but luckily for us we on this side of 
the globe are not quite as bad as our brethren of the western hemi- 
sphere, where the most expeditious, though perhaps not quite the 
cheapest method of breaking stones is to pack them in a strong box 
and send them by rail to the next town. 

In any case we find ourselves face to face with certain unalterable 
conditióne, and as practical politicians, we bave to take the world 
as it ia ana not as we should wish it to be. Now to avoid breakage, 
notwithstanding the rough treatment that will most certainly be 
bestowed on the cases during transit, three points muet be attei.ded 
to. In the first place, instruments should in every case be de signed 
so that they are able to stand with impunity the knocks they will 
with certainty get on their journey out to India; weaklings must 
not aspire to the honour of being explorers or pioneers. 

To give some specific instances. 

Ample and efficient provision should always be made for securing 
the coils of suspended coil galvanometers, the magnetic systems of 
Kelvin and Helmholtz galvanometere, and other loose or oscillating 
perte of instrumenta There is absolutely no sense in the manu- 
facturers fitting on the suspension, and not taking precautions to 
prevent the suspensions getting brcken before the instruments 
reach their address. An ideal wbich designers ought to steadily 
keep before their mind's eye is one which Clark Fisher refers to in 


his book on the potentiometer: an inst»ument should be so designed: 


that, provided it is properly packed, ıt should be possible to 
throw it across the room with impunity, or even to send it by rail 
in the United States.” Portability and security during transit is a 
condition which most instruments sent out to this country ought to 
ratisfy. 

Io máchinék sections which give rise to injurious stresses after 
casting, or such as create lines of weakness along which concussion 
is likely or certain to produce fracture, should be carefully avoided, 
and pins or bolte or screws which bold parts in position should be 
designed of a sufficient cross-section to prevent shearing taking 
place. Some time ago I received an electric motor with the insula- 
tion of the wires on one of the end faces of the arroature scraped off 
acd the wires partly cut into by some part of the frame. The 
cause of the mischief lay in a pin which had the function of keep- 
ing one of the shaft in position having been sheared right 
through, probably in consequence of the case containing the motor 
having been dropped from a railway wagon or into a ship’s hold 


and a trifling difference in the design of the bearing would have 
prevented the accident. It would be & good thing if every 
designer of instruments and machines manufactured for export 
made himself intimately acquainted with the special conditions of 
transport. Personally, I believe that, with proper design and 
proper packing, accidents to instruments need hardly ever occur 
except in the case of a railway collision. 

This leads us into the domain of the packer. 

Most of the larger firms of manufacturers of physical and 
chemical apparatus have evolved, on the basis of their own and 
other people's sad experiences, methods of packing which in the 
majority of cases prove fairly efficient. Of late years I have only 
rarely received articles in a broken condition; but then I make it a 
point to deal only with first-class firms. Very effective is a 
description of wood shavings, consisting of very thin, very long, 
and very narrow strips, which seem to be specially manufactured 
for the purposes of the packer. 

It is self-evident that parts should never be lying loose in their 
box. Oneof the worst sins of commission on the part of & packer 
is to pack very heavy and bulky articles in the same case with 
delicate parts; and yet that is done again and again, as if the 
packer considered the heavy parts to be specially designed to 
triturate the delicate parts into a fine powder. All heavier parte 
should be tightly fastened down by screwed-on battens; ard if it is 
found unavoidable to pack smaller articles in the same case with 
larger and heavier ones, they should be packed in separate small 
boxes. All this seems simple and self-evident; but unfortunatly 
sufficient attention is not always paid to these details, and it is 
astonishing what thovghtless blunders are sometimes perpetrated 
by the packer. 

As mercurial air-pumps are not beyond the ken of electrical 
engineerr, 16 may be interesting to some of you to bave mention 
made of a very efficient way of packing complex pieces of glass 
apparatus; and as regards fragility, some mercurial air-pumps cer- 
tainly carry the palm. What I believe to be an absolutely safe 
way of packing such fragile pieces of apparatus is as follows: 
coarse network of square meshes of stiorg twine ів stretched tightly 
across the inside of the packing case, being held in position by 
battens screwed against the sides of the case. The glass parte are 
then tied on to the net by means of strong thread, and cotton-wool 
or fiae shavings are filled in between each tier of netting and the 
next one. 

If a case containing fine instruments is to be piloted through the 
Customs House, and the case is to go through the somewhat severe 
ordeal of being opened in that delightful place, which, by the by, 
reminds me strongly of the Turkish War Office in Constantinople in 
some of its leading features, I should advise the victim to take a 
mistry with him, and provide himself with chisel, hammer, screw- 
driver, and nail-extractor, becaure the cooper, who will otherwise 
be told off to open the case, will certainly open it in his own 
primitive way, but he will very likely open various contents at the 
same time. 

To prevent persons whose thirst for knowledge isa large multiple 
of their actual knowledge from causing mecbanical mischief to“ 
instruments, some makers box up the working parts of the instru- 
ments in such a way that access to them is practically impossible to 
anyone, except the maker, who is in possession of the key to the 
inmost mysteries of the conetruction. This plan does not work 
well in this country, from where it isa far cry to Europe, and 
where skilled and experienced mechanics endowed with common 
sense sre few and far between. Matters wil? go wrong even in the 
best managed concern, and in the case of something going wrong, 
accessibility is a great desideratum. There is much less chance of 
serious injury being dove to an instrument if all its parts 
are easily accessible, if soldered joints are dispensed with as 
much as poesible, and if the design is along simple and open 
lines. If protection from undue interference is desirable, that can 
be provided in many cases by housing the instrument in a lockable 
glazed case. 

Leaving one of the most destructive of the mechanical agencies— 
dust and grit—to be dealt with later on, we proceed to take up, in 
the second place avd conjointly, the physical and chemical 
influences which act injuriously on instruments and machinery. It 
does not appear to me that the bigher temperatures of the tropics 
and sub-tropics, taken by themselves, play a very important part in 
connection with our subject. It is doubtful whether any dynamo 
has ever been injured by being run under full load, although the 
starting temperature of armature and field coils has been, say, 100° 
or even 110° F., and therefore 20° or 307% higher than the initial 
temperature would be in England. There are only a few instances 
known to me of the higher Indian temperatures causing temporary 
or permanent trouble. One case occurred with one of Lord Kelvin's 
current balances, in which, during the first hot weather, the coils 
commenced to sweat ont some of their paraffin, causing the movable 
coils to stick. A small quantity of the more fusible paraffin having 
oozed out, the remainder having a higher point of fusion remained 
behind in the solid state, and the balanca has been in first-class 
working order ever since. Butit is advisable for manufacturers of 
apparatus iu which paraffin is used for insulating certain parts, to 
use only paraffin of high-melting points in apparatus meaLt to be 
used in tropical countries. 

It is possible that the higher temperatures of the tropics bave 
something to do with the dust which may bappen to lie for some 
time on varnished parts of apparatus, becomiug ingrained in the coat 
of varnish and spoiling its appearance for gcod. The only remedy 
in this case is tre quent dusti: g and keeping the apparatus under 
cover when not in use. 

It is different with higher temperatures acting in conjunction 
with chemical agents; in this case the influence of temperature 
ceases to be negligibly small. It is well known that the time- rates 
at which chemical actions proceed are not only generally speaking 
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functions of the temperatures at which they happen to take place, 
but they are often rapidly increasing functions of the temperatures 
and are therefore frequently represented by curves which at first 
are nearly horizontal, but beyond а certain point curve rapidly up- 
wards. Unfortunately hardly any precise data are available on the 
relation between temperatures and the time-rates at which such 
chemical actions take place as the rusting of iron, the formation of 
verdigris, the action of nitre on various substances interesting to the 
electricul engineer, the chemical changes which lubricating oil and 
allied substances undergo in contact with the atmosphere, the action 
of carbonic acid on various silicates, the action of atmospheric ozone. 
Indeed we have here quite a formidable array of interesting pro- 
s which should gladden the heart of the Indian Research 
scholar. 

Lesving aside the effect of heat, of light, of atmospheric elec- 
tricity, we shall refer in what follows to a few points in connection 
with chemical influence taken by themselves. 

We all know that the process of rusting proceeds with astonishing 
rapidity in this country; it does not take things—and sometimes 
even persons—long to get rusty. Handling a clean and bright piece 
of iron in the rainy season causes the almost instantaneous appear- 
ance of permanent finger-marks. Although the process of blueing 
protecta iron and steel parts to some extent, its influence does not 
Jast very long, and rust makes its appearance on the blued articles 
sconer or later, usually sconer. Vaseline prevents rust, but after 
some time becomes converted into an unsightly dirty yellow film of 
leathery consistency. For several years past I have been using the 
Vacuum Co.'s spindle oil as а protecting covering of all bare metal 
parts, including blued steel articles. It is true that even spindle 
oil changes its originally light yellow colour into red-brown in the 
course of time; but a repeated application of the oil by means of a 
brush—a camel’s hair brush for delicate parta—after wiping off the 
old oil, keeps instruments in first-class condition, What one 
commonly finds on opening cases recently arrived from Europe and 
examining their contents, is that most of the steel parts are attacked 
by rust. Among other things I remember once having received 
some Browne and Sharpe's micrometer gauges absolutely covered 
with а felt of rust notwithstanding the gauges being enclosed in 
silk-lined cases. Iron and steel articles do not stand the journey 
from Aden to Calcutta, especially if the journey is followed by a 
period of rest in the ship's hold or the Customs House godown. All 
this mischief can be avoided by thickly covering the steel parts with 
vaseline or a neutral mineral oil. Never mind if the silk-liniug of 
а case geta a bit spoiled by the process. Of course, oils which con- 
tain even only a trace of free acid act like the very poison. One 
cannot be too careful, before preserving steel parts in kerosene oil, 
to test the oil for acidity ; otherwise one may, after a short time, find 
the steel articles buried in a copious deposit of rust slime. Although 
one of the most excellent clearing agents for dirty iron parts of 
instruments and machines and, I may add, for hands soiled with 
dirty machine oil or brass stains, kerosene oil is very treacherous 
when used as a protective covering of bare metal parts. 


(Zo be continued.) 
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NOTES ON HIGH-SPEED TOOL STEELS. 
By Н. Н. боррг№, of New York. 
( Abstract.) 


Tim author gives officially verified data as to the use of high-speed 
toolsteels in the works of the Union Pacific Railroad, at Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

The steels are of the Mushet air hardening variety, but a much 
higher temperature is used in the hardening process. The method 
of treatment consists in heating the tool up to about 2,000* F., then 
cooling rapidly down to 1,700° F. in a lead bath, and then slowly 
in air or lime. The steels contain both chromium and tungsten in 
varying proportione, as well as molybdenum. 

Steel when treated in this way will maintain a cutting edge, 
even when operated at speeds producing a red heat—in fact, it 
does not give good results unless worked at & high speed and 
temperature. 

These tools should be used only for roughing purposes; the great 
economy resulting from their use lies in the fact that the roughing- 
dis of forgings can be done more rapidly by machining than by 
orgivg. 

Photographic reproductions of turnings are given at the end of 
the paper. The first shows small chips turned from a car-wheel 
with ordinary tool steel at 8 ft. per minute, removing 8 lbs. per 
hour. The second shows а thick turning about 5 in. long. This 
was turned off a loco. tire with Midvale tool steel at a speed of 
24 ft. per minute, removing 120 lbs. an hour; and the third, a very 
thick turning about 23 in. long, turned with the same kind of steel, 
at the rate of 18 ft. per min., removing 450 lbs. of metal an hour. 
The latter was too much for the strength of the lathe, although the 
tool showed no signs of distress, 


We have tabulated the principal results below :— 
| 


— 1 2 8 4 b 6 1 | 8 
oo ae PS ee „„ : "Edd 
Machive tool — .. Lathe Lathe Lathe Vertical Vertical Cylinder Driver 80-ft. 
boring | boring | boring | lathe. planer 
| mil. | mill. | mill. 


Material machined ! Soft | Sorap| Scrap Tire CL Hard | Hard , Scrap 
| с.і. | iron. iron. steel. c.i. steel | iron. 
Bpeed of cut in ft. | 


per min. 74 | 18 | 26 40 о 18 21 — 15 
Depth of cut bs | 4 in. Zin. | 4 in. | jin. | !3in. | Rin. | in. n in. 
Feed of out .. 32 in. n in. ; in. ; in. À in. | lin. zi in. f in. 


Weight removed 
r hour. oo. — 
E ectrical H.P. ee | =r, 


The steel used in each case was Novo tool steel,” forged at high 
lemon colour, cooled slowly in air, reheated to white heat, till nose 
of tool begins to run, then cooled in steady air-blast or in oil, the 
latter giving better results. 


Жы ME ЕЕ = 2 90 247.158 
a ia mono tae 117 17 28 
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A NEW FORM OF FRIOTION CLUTCH. 
By Prof. H. 8. HRLA-SHAw, LL.D., F.R.S. 
(Abstract.) 


THE usual object of a friction clutch is to impart motion from а 
piece of running machinery to another piece of machinery at rest, 
thus differing from any ordinary form of coupling or from the jaw 
clutch. During the whole time that the two pieces of machinery 
are coming to one speed, work is being lost at the surfaces where 
the slipping takes place, and heating consequently occurs. 

The four conditions involved in the problem of the friction 
clutch are :— 

1. It must have sufficient gripping power. 

2. Undue wearing of the surfaces must be avoided. 

3. Provision must be made for dissipating the heat due to slipping. 

4. Motion must be imparted without shock. 

The various clutches in use may be classified as follows:— 

1. The oone clutch, where considerable pressure is obtained 
between the surfaces by the wedge action of the cone. 

2. Various forms of rim clutch, in which the action is obtained by 
means of levers. d - 

3. Clutches with rings or segments expanding within a drum or 
annulus. 

4. The brush clutch, in which wire brushes are thrust into a finely 
serrated or grooved plate. | 

5. The coil clutch, in which a 5 d metal or wire rope with 
blocks is employed to give t ping power. 

6. The “ Weston d: cloth in which the friction effect is produced 
by a number of circular discs connected alternately with the driving 
and driven machine. 

Although some of the modifications of the above types are capable 
of transmitting considerable powers, no clutch has yet been de- 
signed to allow slipping to take place for more than a very short 
time without being seriously injured, even if the contact surfaces 
were not actually destroyed, by heating. ` 

The author describes a form of clutch that he has devised, which 
permits of the rapid diesipation of heat, and may, therefore, be used 
asa variable-reduction speed gear. The fundamental feature of 
the design is the use of a number of corrugated plates or discs, 
which are alternately fixed to the driver and driven shafts as ina 
% Weston " clutch. 

If two or more such plates are laid upon each other, portions of 
the frusta do not make contact with each other, and there is an air 
space left between the plates, as shown in fig. 1. 


Ете. 1.— Pan or PLATES, SHOWING CLEARANCE DUE TO 
CORRUGATIONS. 


The gripping power of & number of such discs fixed alternately 
to a driver and a driven shaft is very considerable, and depends 
to some extent on the angle of the cone. The increased grip as 
determined by tests with such a clutch over the flat disc type, 
caunot be accounted for by the ordinary laws of friction; nor can 
the striking differences between the gripping action of the two 
types when a lubricant is introduced be easily explained. 

A large number of experiments with plates of different angles 
have been made, and a series of diagrams is given in the paper, 
graphically recording the results. The plates used in these experi- 
ments were 6 in. in diameter; the diameter across the V centres 
was 4j in., and the angle of the V was 36°.8 
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. 2 shows how the space occupied by a nest of plates depends 
S the angle of the corrugation. Thus, four plates, having a 
30° angle, occupy the same as six plates having a 50° angle. 
The four plates, however, give a better grip, allow freer circu- 
lation of liquid, and are more rigid. 

The faces of the V are drilled to allow free circulation of the 
lubricant. 


Fic. 2.—CiBcOLATION o LIQUID WITH VABYING ANGLES OF 
PLATES. 


Several illustrations of open and closed clutches are given in the 
paper, fig. 3 showing the general arrangement of the plates. 

An illustration is given of a clutch transmitting 80 н.р. at 60 
rp.m. For two hours а day the clutch must transmit only 30 НР. 
(presumably at a lower speed) the main shaft running at its full 
speed of 60 r.p.m. A continuous flow of lubricant is maintained 
through the clutch by means of a rotary pump, driven bya band 
from the clutch case. 

This clutch has been working at Mesers. Pilkington’s glassworks, 
night and day, for five months, fulfilling every requirement satis- 
factori 


Fic. 3.—ORDINARY ARRANGEMENT OF CORRUGATED PLATES. 


Details of a 20 н.р., and а 1,000 н.р. rev clatch are also 
shown, the former having been successfully applied to a motor 
launch built for His Majesty the King by Messrs. Thorneycroft. 

Motor-cars have also been fitted with these clutches, by means of 
which a car having a full speed of 45 miles an hour may be driven 
at three or four miles an hour or even less; and after running for 
an hour or two under these conditions, the engine running at full 
speed, the clutch does not get hot. 


It would appear from the above that, if this new clutch will do 
all that is claimed for it—and Prof. Hele-Shaw’s name is a suffi- 
cient guarantee as to the accuracy of the tests—the problem of a 
change-speed gear has, to some extent, been solved. True, the 
reduction of speed necessarily means a reduction of power at the 
low speed, as the slipping of the clutch means loss, but there are 
many cases where the loss of power is not so important as the 
facility to readily vary the speed. 

The author says the main object of the change gear, which is to 
increase the power if necessary, is not attained, since the slipping 
of the clutch can only involve loss of power.” | 

We cannot endorse this expression, nor can we believe that Prof. 
Shaw means quite what he says, for no gear can increase power, in 
the sense of giving out more power than is put into it. This would 
imply an efficiency of more than 190 per cent. The author’s 
meaning is not obvious. 

There are many motor applications in which a machine needs to 
be started up very slowly and gradually accelerated to full speed, 
tuch, for instance, as newspaper printing machines, callendering 
machines, centrifugal driers, and so on, a thing which is not 
easily accomplished electrically. 

A motor starting against a load will not crawl round as desired, 
but will stand till sufficient resistance has been cut out to give it 
the necessary torque, when it will start off with a jerk and probably 
do some damage. 


A satisfactory clutch which will permit of the load being 
gradually applied may solve the problem mechanically, which 
Ward-Leonard, the Ballock Co., and others have attempted by 
complicated electrical methods. 

The clutch described seems to possess the necessary features for 
success, and the reversing gear type may prove useful in connection 
with turbine-driven steamers, 


FUEL ECONOMY IN ELECTRIC STATIONS. 
Ву Н. McLaren. 


Тиш paper has been prepared by the author from the published 
еч of station coste. While the results given аге a series 
of summed-up averages, they are not to be flouted. The author 
shows that the non-condensing stations do better as regards 
works cost per unit of energy than do condensing stations. One 
cannot help thinking in this connection that the method of carrying 
out condensing must be at fault. The author does not condemn 
condensing. On the contrary, he seems to have an inkling of the 
causes of ithe trouble. Probably owing to the flippant manner of 
regarding a vacuum of 15 in. which too often prevails, great 
expense is incurred in working condensing plant to no end 
except to waste fuel. Every effort should be made to secare 
air tightness, instead of depending on the heroic efforts of the 
independently-driven air pump, which does its best to compete 
with open joints and untarred porous cast piper. 

In some condensing stations the engines are being sucked round 
much of their time by the air pumps, which are probably far too 
large for their work. Naturally the author inclines to air pumps 
worked direct by their own engines, each main engine driving its 
own airpump. This system is good in that it forces attention to 
leakages and prevente the common and bad practice of keeping up a 
vacuum by increasing the speed of the independent air pump. 
The author refers to the guarantees for the Tooting tram- 
way engines of 133 and 16 Ibs. of steam per 1. H. .-hour when run 
non-condensing and condensing respectively. But such guarantee 
performances are of small account in practice. They are based on 
steady loads, and are of little value in actual service, and 
only good as showing probable piston and valve tightness. But 
most electric tramway engines are too large for their duty. They 
are almost invariably compound, and this alone makes them twice 
the size of a simple engine that would give the same maximum 
power. 

The author considers piston valves to be very faulty in use, 

sing a lot of steam direct to the condenser unsuspected and un- 

own. He points out the defects of the chain grate stoker, the 
abuse of forced draught, the bare grates, the waste of steam jets, 
and generally gives the impression that the electrical spigot is 
cared for at the cost of the heat department bung-hole. Station 
engineers should begin with steam and add to it elec- 
tricity, but it is common knowledge that the average town 
alderman or councillor will paes over a certificated marine engineer 
in favour of a two years' electrical student, instead of putting an 
experienced engineer in charge with an electrical colleague. A 
man of the double capacity is not always to be found, but the 
greatest losses are made in the steam department, and this ought to 
bein competent hands. It very rarely is, however; hence such 
papers as this before us, which ought to be pondered upon by all 
station engineers. 


PRIVATE BILL LEGISLATION OF THE PAST 
SESSION. 


[BY OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT. | 


Wrru the rush of Parliamentary Agents at the beginning of the 
session depositing plans of proposed tube railways, it looked as if 
the Parliamentary session just closed would be a very exciting one, 
80 far as promoters, at all events, were concerned, but the Govern- 
ment suddenly awakened to the fact that London was being 
parcelled out with little or no regard to its treatment as a whole, 
and the result of this awakening wasthe appointment of the Royal 
Commission on London Locomotion. This Commission has sat а 
good many times and has most exhauatively inquired into what has 
been done in the past in the way гї transport facilities for Londoners, 
but so far little evidence has been taken as to what may be done in 
the fature. Owing to the appointment of the Commission the 
majority of the tube railway Bills presented were ordered to be sus- 
pended pending the report of the Committee. Such suspended 
Bills aud their proposed capital were as follows:— 


City and Crystal Palace к i £8,450,000 
Central Lendon (new lines) .. vs z га - 8,150,000 
Clapham Junction and Marble Arch (1) .. oe - 1,500,000 
Do. do. (2) .. Еа 2,040,000 
North-West London Railway us T a га 700,000 
Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton (new lines 
and extension) Р si T s E a 2,848,178 


While, however, the above Bills were euspended, some other tube 
Bills were allowed to proceed, and all but one were passed. The 
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defeated Bill was the City and North-East Suburban Electrio 
Railway Bill, which sought to construct a railway at an estimated 
cost of £4,217 052. All seemed to be going well until the financial 
question was reached, when the promoters could not give a guarantee 
tbat the capital would he found, and the Committee promptly 
threw out the Bill. The City and South London Railway Co. have 
got their Bill, which will enable them to extend their line at the 
Islington end, and to carry out the City and Brixton undertaking. 
Two other Bills which have gone through are the Ckaring Cross, 
Ruston and Hampstead Railway, and the Watford and Edgeware 
Railway. If these schemes are carried out, and the already 
authorised line from Golder's Green to Edgeware is constructed, 
another route will be opened between Watford and Charing Cross. 
The Great Northern and City Railway Co. have got farther power 
to raise capital, and further capital powers are obtained by the 
Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton Railway under ita 
Various Powers Bill. The Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
have obtained two Bills, by one of which the undertaking becomes 
a part of what is known as the Yerkes group, and by tbe other the 
time for the completion of the undertaking is extended. The only 
point of much interest which has arisen on these Bills has been the 
attempts made by the London County Council to enforce more 
workmen’s trains. On tbe whole that body has been successful, but 
the Lords Committee refased to look upon the Charing Cross, 
Euston and Hampstead Railway, and the Hampstead and Edgeware 
Railway, as one undertaking. although they will be worked 
together, and the project, therefore, to make a 2d. workmen's fare 
rigbt throngb, did not come off. The Metropolitan District Rail- 
way, which is also bound up in the “ Yerkes” group obtained their 
Various Powers Bill, which will allow of important developments, 
for the company will be now enabled to construct two short pieces 
of railway between Mark Lane and tbe Minories, giving the White- 
chapel and Bow Railway and the London, Tilbury and Southend 
Railway sccess to tbe line. Their otber Bill, which sought to 
empower the construction of certain tube railways, was hung up 
pending the report of the Royal Commission. 

The session has been notable owing to the powers taken by 
several of the great trunk lines to electrify their lines. Thus the 
Great Eastern Reilway, the London, Brighton and South Coast 
Railway, the South-Eastern and London, Chatham and Dover Rail- 
ways, the Seaforth and Sefton Junction Railway, and the Taff Vale 
Railway, have al] now got Parliament to give them the neceesary 
powers to use electric traction. The promoters of the Coventry and 
Arley Railway, who also proposed to use electricity, failed to get 
the Committee to pass the scheme, while the ambitious scheme to 
construct an electri^ railway between London and Brighton at an 
estimated cost of £4 394,927, was dropped very early in the session. 

Bince the South Wales Electric Power Bill was carried through 
Parliament some years ago tbe number of electric power schemes 
have been steadily increasing each year, and this session no fewer 
than nine Bills were introduced. Of these the Antrim, Down, 
Armagh and Belfast Bill was dropped, and the Cleveland and 
Darham Bill was only an amendment of the company’s Act of 1901, 
Two were Scotch Bills, vis., the Scottish Central Electric Power 
Bill, which incorporates a company to sapply Linlithgow and 
Ciackmsnnon and portions of Stirling and Dumbarton; and the 
Fife Electric Power Bill, which iuc-rporates a company to supply 
tbe county of Fife. The other В lls are the Carmarthenshire 
Electric Power Bill; the North-Western Electricity and Power 
Gas, which sought to supply the whole of Cheshire, parts of Stafford- 
shire, Flint and Denbigh ; the Shropshire. Worcestershire and East 
Denbighshire Electric Power Bill; and the Somersetshire and 
District Electric Power. The consideration of the last-named Bill 
was significant in one particular; inasmuch as the attempt on the 
part of the Bristol Corporation to set a ring fence around the city 
in which they have at present the monopoly of the electric supply, 
was only partially successful; and the company will now be 
enabled to supply power within the City if the local authov‘ty can- 
nt witbin a reasonable time and at a reasonable pr < do it 
themselves. This is somewhat of a departure from the ,-actice 
which had grown up of excluding the big municipalities from the 
operatio: s of power Bills, and probably the recent agitation on the 
question of muni ipal trading has not been without its effect. The 
North-Eastern Electricity and Power Gas Bill was a novel pro- 
posal, inasmuch as it was the first proposal brought before Parlia- 
ment to combine the supply of electricity and Mond gas. The 
promoters were only partially successful, as the Committee con- 
sidered that in scheduling such a large area they had bitten off a 
little more than they could chew, and accordingly Cheshire was 
deleted from the area. 

Tramway schemes were more numerous than ever. Fifty-four 
private Bills dealing with tramways were promoted, and of these 
23 emanat d from Borough Councils or other local authorities. 
There were al:o two Confirmation Bills, which confirmed 12 orders 
granted by the Board of Trade. Before the session bad far 
advanced the following Bills were dropped :—Hamilton, Mother- 
welland Wishaw Tramways, the Luton, Dunstable and District 
Tramways, the Macclesfield and District Electric Tramways, the 
North Cheshire Tramways, Belfast Street Tramways, and Hove 
Corporation Tramways. The London County Council, as usual, 
went in for a big Bill, but owing to the difficulty of obtaining con- 
gente from the Borough Councils the final results were very meagre, 
for out of 22 miles odd proposed only about 34 miles were obtained. 
In & number of cases the Council itself decided not to 
go on with the proposals owing to the refusal of the 
local authorities to contribute one-third of the net cost 
of the street widenings required. The only important line 
the Council obtained was to make a tramway from Harlesden to 
Hammersmith Broadway. Of the other great Corporations, 
Manchester, Bradford, Salford, Sheffield, West Ham and Wigan 
asked for little, and obtained it. South Shields, Worthing and 


Button Coldfield each got about 8 miles authorised ; Exeter 6 miles, 
and Rochester 5 miles In the case of Brighton, the Bill of the 
Corporation was considerably mutilated, and tbe old question of 
electrolysis was raised, which resulted in the Lords Committee 
inserting & stronger clause than the model clause of the Board of 
Trade to protect the local gas company. A great fight took place 
over the Plymouth Corporation Bill, and after the preamble had 
been proved, so far as the tramways were concerned, the Corpora- 
tion refused to submit to having & clause inserted providing for 
& Government audit of the accounte, and withdrew their Bill. 
The result of this action will be somewhat interesting to watch, 
because one of the proposals of the Corporation was to carry a 
tramway to Crownhill, outeide the borough, and it was stated 
before the House of Commons Committee that Devonport wa: 
also promoting a scheme to Crownhill before the Light Railway 
Commissioners, but that the Commissioners had decided to wait 
until Parliament had considered the matter before giving their 
decision. 

The S.uth Shields Corporation promoted a Bill for the con- 
struction of electric tramways, and were strongly opposed by the 
British Electric Traction Со, who bad a rival Bill. In the course 
of the inquiry it was admitted by one of the Corporation witnesses 
that the С orporation had offered “free current” to the ratepayers 
on the principal cf throwing a sprat to catch a mackerel. While 
agreeing to pass the preamble of the Bill, Colonel Bowles's Select 


.Committee inserted a clause similar to that known as tbe 


Bermondsey clause in respect of electric lighting undertakings, 
which provides that a balance-sheet shall be drawn up at the 
beginning of each year and the fares fixed so that the revenue shal! 
meet the estimated expenditure. 

To a company naturally fell the task of proposing something new, 
and this crupped up in the Stroud, District and Cheltenbam Tram- 
ways Bill, where a newly incorporated company propose to run 
motor-cars by means of the overhead trolley wires without running 
them on rails. The company got their Bill. The two Manchester 
Southern Tramways Billa (Cheshire and Lancashire) were 
amalgamated, and a number of tramways authorised. By the Mid- 
Yorkshire Tramways Bill about 18 miles of tramway were 
authorised, and by the provisions of the Birmingham District Tram- 
ways Bill,a more efficient tramway service around Birmingham 
will be brought about. The British Electric Traction Co. were 
successful in geiting through their Croydon and District Extension 
Bill, the Hove, Worthing and District Tramways Bill, and the 
Wellingborough and District Tramroads Bill, but failed to get the 
Committee to agree to the South Shields, Sunderland and District 
Tramways. The Chatham and District Light Railways Co. 
succeeded in obtaining some important extensions, and the London 
United Tramways Co. were content to ob'ain powars for street widen- 
ings ata cost of £80,172. In this connection, apparently the whole of 
the street widenings required for the tramways of the company, are 
paid for by the company and charged to capital account, as com- 
pared with only one-third charged by the London County 
Council to the capital account of its tramway undertaking 
when a street requires widering for tramway purposes. A most 
important scheme was that set forth ia the Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Tramway Bill, it being to connect Nottingham to 
Derby bya tramway. The opposition was, however, too strong to 
be overcome, and the Bill was amended so as to make a line 
from Nottingham to Alfreton, from Belper to Alfreton, and on the 
north to Mansfield. A very important decision was come to in the 
case of the South Lancashire Tramways Bill, where the St. Helens . 
Corporation objected to the company baviog running powers over ; 
the lines in that town which were owned by the Corporation, but) 
leased to a company, which company was willing to give the , 
necessary powers. It was pointed out that if the running powers ' 
were allowed it would give direct communication between the 
Liverpool Docks and the towns of South Lancashire over the Liver- $ 
pool Corporation tramways, the Prescot and Liverpool line, the St. $ 
Helens tramways, and the South Lancashire tramways. The Lords 
Committee decided to grant running powers for the period of tbe: 
lease on arbitration terms. Another important scheme sanctioned, 
was the Preston and Horwich Tramways Bill, which will connecti 
the two towns, & distance of over 20 miles, aud in addition connect. 
with the tramways of the Wigan and Bolton Corporations and the 
South Lancashire Tramways Co. The Dewebury, Batley and 
Birstal Tramwaya Bill will mean the reconstruction for electric? 
traction of tramways in that district, and similar power ig 
given to the South staffordshire Tramway Co. with regard to the 
tramways now owned by them. The Wakefield and Distri 
Tramways Co. had their Bill rejected. In tbe case of the Harro: 
Road and Paddington Tramways, the company asked for power 
to electrify the tramways on the overhead trolley system. The 
London County Council, who will ultimately be the purchasing 
authority, sought to have a voice in saying what system o 
traction should be adopted, bit the Committee decided to allo 
the Bill t» proceed. 

The electric lighting legislation was nearly all contained in tbe 
Electric Lighting Confirmation Orders, of which there wer 
seven, containing in all confirmation of Board of Trade orders i 
respect of 53 districts. In the main they were unopposed, but 
fights took place over the Warmley and Walton-on-Thames orders 
and in each case the Committee inserted a modification of the 
Bermondsey clause. In the case of private Bills, the Blackheath 
and Greenwich District Electric L ghting Co. takes power té 
absorb the Lewisham and District Electric Supply Corporationg 
and the Chard Corporation gets power to supply electricity, 
Tbe Newcastle Electric Supply Co. are authorised to takd 
over the electricity undertaking of the Walker and Wallsen 
Gas Со, which was the first gas company ever to ge 
power to supply electricity. The Electric Supply Bill o 
the London County Council was dropped. The Dover Corpo 
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tion has obtained power to acquire the undertaking of the 
Dover Electricity Supply Co. The Willesden Urban District 
Council tried to get poren to supply electricity in adjacent dis- 
tricts but failed, and, in addition, had the Bermondsey clause 
inserted in their Bil). Parliament seems steadily to set its face 
againet the attempt of local authorities to supply electrical fittings, 
and strock such power out of the South Shields Bill and inserted a 
clause in the Sheffield Corporation Bill at the instance of the 
Electrical Trades Association. The clause in the L.C.C. General 
Powers Bill to empower the Metropolitan Borough Councils to 
supply electrical fittings was dropped. 

Taking the whole work of the session, it will be seen that while 
there has een little of the prolonged fighting which took place on 
the introduction of the first power Bills and on the question of 
electrolysis, yet a great many Bills have been which, if 
brought to completion, will find employment for a vast amount of 
capital and work for a large army of workmen. 


INTERNATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION 
CONGRESS. 


NECESSARY PRACTICAL SAFEGUARDS AGAINST FIRES 
CAUSED BY LIGHTNING. 


By ALFRED Hanne, F. R. Met. S. 
( Abstract.) 


Тнв number of buildings damaged by lightning in this country 
varies slightly from one year to another, but is so far constant that 
it is perfectly safe to say that in the oourse of any ten years 
between 3,000 and 4,000 suffer from this cause, of which about 200 
are churches. 

Statistics that have been published show that thunderstorms are 
gradually increasing over the whole of civilised Europe. "Thus, in 
the course of sixty years the average number of such storms in 
London has increased from 12 to 22 perannum. The use of light- 
ning conductors, though not always successful, has no doubt 
reduced the amount of damage which would otherwise occur. They 
sometimes fail when they have been applied in accordance with 
well-known rules, and on the other hand cases occur in which con- 
ductors that would be condemned as inefficient under those same 
rules answer perfectly when struck by lightning. This anomalous 
state of affairs shows that there is some important factor that is 
very frequently overlooked, and which must be the crux of the 
question. 

Probably one of the causes that interfere with a clear conception 
of the methods necessary for protection is the view that is often 


taken as to what a discharge of lightning is. Although the idea of | 


a thunderbolt accompanying a lightning flash is known by scientists, 
and probably by the majority of the public, to be illusory, there is 
still a tendency to regard lightning as something which leaves a 
cloud and damages a building or other objsct by striking it. The 
language used in connection with the subject unfortunately fosters 
this idea. Even the term “struck by lightning” is scarcely 
correct. 

At the best lightning is too often regarded as an electric current 
overcoming the resistance of the air; but this resistance bas nothing 
in common with that which is the subject of Ohm's law, and to oon- 
sider it merely as a mamentary current is apt to give a somewhat 
misleadiug view of the matter. It should be regarded as a break- 
down of the dielectric, as a fracture or cracking, both of the air and 
of any other resisting medium between the oppositely charged 
bodies, tbe clouds and the earth. We may, in fact, regard ourselves 
as liviny between the inner and outer coatings of an enormous 
Leyden jar or other condenser. 

Now when the stress to which the air is subjected has reached 
the breaking point, which is about half & gramme weight per 
square centimetre, the line of the fracture becomes visible by the 
intense heat making the air particles momentarily incandescent, and 
this we call “lightning.” The building which, being in the line of 
the strain, damaged forms only a part of the fracture; the air 
is equally damaged, but isa self-repairing medium. Unfortunately, 
our buildings, trees, and bodies, which are less resisting than the 
air, are not self-repairing, and so we get the deplorable loeses of life 
and property that occur every year. 

A building offers less resistance—in other words, it is weaker 
—tban the surrounding air, therefore the breakdown would tend to 
go through a building rather than pass it by and go through the air 
beside it, even if there were no metals in it to render it still more 

There would be a line of conduction, or infinitely weak 
line, through which the fracture would take place instead of through 
the structure, and even allowing for the effects of induction, 
lightoing can no more be said to be attracted by a conductor than 
а crack across a sheet of glass can be said to be attracted by any 
weak part which would cause it to take other than a straight course. 
At the top the conductor would be provided with & point, or several 
pointe, so as to prevent the discharge occurring, if possible; and, it 
not, to try and render it less violent. As regards the lower part, if 
it ended at the ground line, the conductor would answer provided 
there had been rain, and the surface of the ground was wet; but if 
the flash occurred in drv weather, there would'beiresistance to over- 
come between the conductor and the conducting stratum below, 


causing heat, and the least that would happen would be that the 
ground at this point would be blown up. It might be considered 
not worth the expense of making a good earth connection to pre- 
vent this; but one cannot be certain that this would be the only 
effect. The explosive force in such a case is often equal to that of 
80me pounds of gunpowder, and so there is danger of damage to 
the brickwork or foundations. A fairly good earth connection is 
therefore advisable, but it need not be a “perfect earth”; so long 
as the resistance is fairly low, and the conductor is of such a siz3 as 
not to Ъз fused, we can feel confident that it will answer in this 
case. 

It must not be supposed that a good “earth” ie never necessary ; 
in very many cases it most certainly is, but a good "earth" ie a 
matter of comparison. One cannot fix a limit of so many ohms, aud 
say beyond that а conductor “earth” is inefficient, for under certain 
conditions a conductor would not fail with an “earth” resistance 
of 100 ohms, or even hundreds of ohms, while under others 2 or 3 
obms would be too mach. A discharge would not leave a con- 
ductor even if there were a fairly high resistance, to go to earth by 
another route unless there were a rival one open to it. By a good 
‘earth " is meant ove that has a low resistance in comparison with 
any other possible earth” in its neighbourhood. 

In the case of a structure composed of a solid mass of bricks or 
stone, with a stone staircase in the interior and a gas pipe carried 
up to afford light at intervale, there would bea rival conductor in the 
interior with & perfect earth connection; for gas pipes, owing to the 
extent of the surface of the mains underground, have merely nominal 
" earth " resistances, and, if the conductor had a higher one, the 
discharge would either be entirely diverted to the gas pipe or be 
divided between the conductor proper on the exterior and the 
accidental one in the interior, according as the resistance of the 
former was great or small It is not practicable to make the 
' earth " of the intended conductor appreciably lower than the gas 
main, but if we succeeded in getting it so to a fractional extent, there 
would still be the dangerous rival inside, and there would be a side 
flash, or let us say a side fracture, between the two conductors, if 
the brickwork or air between, as the case might be, was not suffi- 
ciently strong to resist the stress suddenly thrown upon it. It 
would be necessary then, besides having a perfect earth,“ to place 
the conductor so that there should be a sufficiently strong buffer of 
resisting material between the two as to make it impossible for the 
discharge to break through. I do not mean by this the use of glass 
insulators or keeping the conductor a few inches away from the 
wall, bat a considerable space of resisting material. | 

It is necessary to recognise that side flash, or sparking, will occur 
between a struck conductor and other metals sufficiently near it. A 
perfect "earth" does not prevent side flash, it only reduces the 
sparking distance; a comparatively bad “earth increases it. We 
must therefore see that the other metals are at a safe distance, or 
make connections across to act as a conductor for the spark. The 
safe distance between two үш “earthed” conductors, in the 
most extreme cases, should be 5 ft. for ordinary building materiale, 
while in some cases, depending on the course of the accidental con- 
ductor, it is considerably less. 

Unfortunately, metals are introduced so largely into the con- 
struction of modern buildings that it is not surprising, with 
conductors placad indiscriminately, that cases of failure occur. 

On an average about a dozen cases of failure of conductors occur 
in this country every year, and they may be divided into five main 
classes or headings:— 

1. Where the conductor is not touched, the discharge taking an 
entirely different course. Such cases are not very interesting, and 
ought scarcely to be called failures of conductors—they are merely 
failures of the sanguine expectations of those who put them up. 

2. Cases in which the conductor is struck and damage occurs 
owing to non-compliance with the more elementary rules appertain- 
ing to the subject. Such cases are not very serious as a rule. The 
ground may be blown up owing to a very high resistance ; the con- 
ductor may be broken or fused at a bad joint, or it may be torn loose 
owing to a bad band. 

3. Cases where a part or the whole of the discharge leaves the 
conductor and takes another course through accidental conductors to 
earth. Such cases are primarily due to there being alternative paths 
available for the discharge, and they often result in very serious 
damage. Ifinflammable materials happen to lie in the path, the risk of 
destruction of the building by fire is very great. The most dangerous 
form of alternative path is a gas pipe, and soft metal pipes are 
especially so. 

4 Where sparks occur between lightning conductors and neighbom- 
ing metals not leading to earth. These cases do not usually resu't 
in very serious damage, unless fire is caused by something inflammable 
in the line of the spark. 

5. Where there is no eide flash from the conductor, but sparks occur 
between two metals distinct from the conductor. These cases are 
very interesting, but fortunately are not very common. They ateapt 
to cause fires; in fact, it is often the setting of the building on fire 
that shows that such an effect has occurred. 

In explaining several cases of buildings which had suffered 
through lightning, the author mentioned a case of a church where it 
was reported that lightning had struck through the west window of 
tbe nave, being “attracted” by the organ pipes. The facts were 
that the vane was struck, and the discharge passed down the 
conductor; but by a curious combination of metals the weakest 
path was formed by accidental conductors, consisting of lead 
flashing round the tower, a rainfall pipe, an outside gas bracket and 
the pipe supplying it, so that the discharge passed by these through 
the gas meter, exploding it, and setting fire to a wood staircase 
under the organ. 

In another case the discharge was said to have struck the nave 
roof under the spire. g Here the spire was covered with copper, and 
had a copper tape conductor carried over it in addition; 1006 there 
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were two alternative paths, one a rainfall pipe from the tower, and 
the other the lead flasbiog on the nave roof connected with the 
rain-water gutter and down pipe. The discharge divided between 
the conductor and the fall pipe from the tower; but there was a 
weak spot between this fall pipe and the lead flashing, and во a 
fracture occurred through the parapet wall. All that was wanted 
in this case was a connection of ‘metal across this weak spot, and 
this damage would not have occurred. 

In а further case of a church on which a copper tape conductor, 
with earth plate, had been fixed, only a few months afterwards 
it was struck by lightning, side flash occurring through the wall to 
a water supply pipe. In this case the “earth” resistance was too 
high, although there was an earth plate. 

The author cited other cases which occur, such as a hooped 
chimney shaft, а metal steam-pipe carried up insije a shaft, and а 
case of an alternative path provided by a vane on a tower, with 
connecting rods passing down to an indicating dial in the hall, in 
proximity to other ironwork. In su^h а case, the author pointed 
out that anyone standing sufficiently near at a time when the vane 
was struck would accidentally complete the conductor chain. 

A fact which, although well known to electricians, is frequently 
overlooked, is, that all metals are conductors, the difference in con- 
ductivity between one kind of metal and anotber being in this 
connection a factor of very little moment; also that the accidental 
conductors about a building require just as careful consideration 
as the intended conductors, and in some cases even more. 

True protection from lightning often consists of a good deal more 
than the mere erection of conductors. The part that often makes 
the difference between efficiency and non-efficiency is the making 
of various connections to bridge over what the author calls sparking 
gaps, as well as keeping а safe distance away from metals that it 
would be dangerous to connect to. 

The places where connections must be made are where there 
would be great differences of potential. A spark is, of course, the 
outward and visible sign of a difference of potential. If this 
difference is not sufficiently great for the spark to bridge the gap 
between the two metals, no effect will occur. 

It is said that side flash is due to self-induction, but this is of 
small moment. It exists, of course; a conductor cannot take a 
sudden discharge like a flash of lightning without there being enor- 
mous self-induction ; but for this very reason it may, for practical 

urposes, be disregarded. As it cannot be entirely done away with, 
it is difficult to say what would be the practical effect of a lightning 
conductor absolately without self-induction. 

Experiment shows that by inoreasing the self-induction one 
increases the sparking distance, and conversely, that by reducing it, 
one reduces the length of the spark. The author alleges 
that the way to reduce the self-induction in a lightning 
conductor to a minimum would be to give it a number of 
sharp bends, that ie, to run it backwards and forwards across 
the face of a building instead of direct down to earth, bat 
he does not suppose that anyone would seriously recommend 
such a method of procedure as conducive to efficiency, and looking at 
the matter from a practical point of view, if one were to erect a 
lightning conductor in the centre of a field, with absolutely no other 
metals near it, there would still be self-induction, but there would 
be no side flash. Self-induction with no other metal near is of 
no moment ; self-induction with other metals near, is; there the 
point of practical interest centres in the other metal,” and not in 
self-induction. | 

Cases in which sparks occur between two metals quite distinct 
from the conductor have been referred to, and such effects are far 
more common than might be supposed; many mysterious fires, 
aed so-called extraordinary freaks of lightning, may be explained 

y them. 

At the moment of a lightning discharge, the effect cannot begin 
and end just at the one spot struck; there must be waves of 
potential set in motion, and the effect would be visible as a 
spark at places where one metal approached another, provided 
they happened to be set in just the right manner. These effects 
may cause fires if the conditions are suitable, and they therefore 
require guarding against by connections at the critical points. 

There is one way in which protection can be secured without the 
tedium of mastering the subject. If one were to cover a building 
completely with metal from the top of the chimneys down to the 
ground line, making earth connections on each side, one would 
have a sort of metal case, inside which no electrical effects 
would occur. One might run a large number of wires over it, 
both vertically and horizontally, but the meshes formed by the wires 
would require to be comparatively small. It would not be sufficient 
to run just a few conductors over it, aud so get а sort of skeleton 
cage. There is a case on record which shows that this does not afford 
metallic screening. 

For very dangerous places, such as explosives magazines and 

factories, metallic screening is generally the best, and often the only 
safe course to adopt. 
_ For general purposes, however, the course to be adopted is an 
intelligent consideration of the conditions that may exist in the 
structure to be protected. Knowing the conditions and their effect, 
connections must be made between the lightning conductor and any 
metals so near to it that they would constitute weak spots where 
side flash would occur, and even between those metals and others, 
or between two independent metals, if they were so placed as to 
cause sparking. 

In arranging a conductor system it must be borne in mind that 
there are certain parts of a building that are exposed to be struck, 
and therefore the system must comprise lines of conduction from 
all those parts. ‘To protect one and leave another exposed is waste 
of money. 

Earth connections are important, and it is necessary to get the 
lowest resistance of any possible “ earths.” This may be obtainod 


by means of earth plates, or connections to gas and water 
mains, or by both, but in making these connections caution is 
necessary. Earth plates should be proportionate to the 
moisture in the soil, never less than 3 ft. square, or an 
equivalent area, in a wet situation, while in drier ones the plates 
must be increased in area proportionately. In somewhat dry soils 
resistance may be reduced by bedding the earth plates in coke, but 
coke should not be used unless it is absolutely necessary. 

As regards the best kind of conductor to use, taking into oon- 
sideration durability and cheapness, copper is the most suitable 
metal, and as regards form, copper tape, band or ribbon, as it is 
indiscriminately called, is the best for similar reasons. 


THE ELECTRIC AUTOMOBILE 
AS AN INCOME PRODUCER FOR CENTRAL 
STATIONS." 


TRE advent of the automobile has been so recent that its progress 
and possibilities seem to have, as far as the Pacific Coast is con- 
cerned, entirely escaped the notive of central station managers. 
And yet I have no hesitation in saying that within a very few 
years most of the commercial and also the passenger transportation 
now carried on by horse traction will be carried on by automobiles 
in preference. In this event, it will be readily seen how large an 
income factor automobiles will prove in the future. The profit to 
the central etation from any specified service depends upon three 
conditions, namely :— | 

1. Quantity of current consumed. 

2. The time at which the current will be required. 

3. The character of the load. 

With regard to the first point, viz, the quantity of current 
required. A light electric runabout will consume not less than 15 
amperes on the four-hour rating, and will ran about 40 miles on 
one charge. A 5,000-1b. truck will require a battery capacity of 50 
amperes on the same rating; the mileage per charge at the present 
time is between 25 and 35 miles. 

There is certainly no city or town so small that it does not use at 
least 50 vehicles of some sort; and to say that 50 per cent. could 
be replaced by automobiles is ing a conservative estimate. 
These vehicles could comprise buggies, farm wagons, trades- 
men’s carte, delivery wagons, ambulances and express, freight or 


passenger wagons. 

Allowing a daily average of 20 amperes at 125 volts for these 
vehicles on a 4-hour слане, would mean an output of 250,000 watts, 
bien at 4 cents per kilowatt, represente an income of $10.00 per 

у. 
Аз the charging of batteries of electric vehicles follows the 
standard rules for charging stetionary batteries, the charge generally 
could be tapered off and spread over seven or eight hours. This 
length of charge, although necessary to obtain a full mileage, is by 
no means essential as half charges can be put in in a couple of 
hours without injury to the battery. 

With regard to the second point—the time at which the current 
will be required—the conditions of service of automobiles will 

ermit of their being charged at periods of light central station 
oad when the station has plenty of power, which central station 
тв are unable to use; and except on emergencies, there will 
be seldom any reason to charge many automobiles between the 
hours of 5 and 10 o'clock at night. The load conditions, therefore, 
are what the central station manager is trying his best to obtain, and 
represent a factor of almost clear profit, especially when the station 
is operated by & water power transmission plant with free water. 

e third point, viz, the character of the load. The character 
of the load is absolutely ideal, being a perfectly regular and 
steady storage battery load without fluctuations. It has the further 
advantage of steadying the day voltage, the irregularity of which 
frequently gives serious fluctuations in the lighting load in conse- 
quence of the power factor being so greatly in excess of the 
lighting factor. 

Regarding the expense of operating automobiles, an impression 
prevails that automobiles are an expensive luxury, and while this 
has been so in the past, it has been because machines have been put 
on the market quite inadequate to the work they were called upon 
to perform. 

There is no more reason for automobiles to break down than for 
horses and carriages. Oa the other hand, there is far less reason, and 
the cost of operation per mile of travel should be less The speed 
is greater than that of the horse, the distance far in excess, the 
reliability and convenience far greater. 

The automobile is unaffected by the heat of summer or the cold of 
winter, may be urged to its limit up hill and with safety driven 
fast down hill; in fact, there is no service that the horee is at present 
performing that cannot be better done, even in the present early 
stage of the industry, by an automobile. -. 

There is also а widespread impression that an electric automobile is 
incapable of a greater speed than 10 or 12 miles per hour. This is 
entirely erroneous, as there is no more limit to the speed of this 
machine than to that of one operated by steam or gasoline, the 
speed being simply a question of power and gearing. 

Very few high speed electric automobiles are at the present time 
on the market, simply because the manufacturers are so busy trying 


* A paper presented by A. E. B. Ridley to the Beventh Annual 
Convention of the Pacific Coast Electric Transmission 
June 16-17, 1903. 
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to keep up with the demand for their present standard types that 
they have no time to bring out new designs. 

Up to the present time I know of no central station manager 
who has given this matter any serious consideration or made any 
attempt to assist in the development of the industry; but I feel 
assured that if the companies would instal motor converters and 
operate wagons of their own, their example would be followed by 
many who are now deterred by the inability to secure direct 
current suitable for charging their machines. 

Several automobiles are now being used as service wagons by the 
superintendents of the electric light plants in the Eastern cities, 
and they are giving entire satisfaction. There is no reason why 
the success of an electric automobile in the East for carriage, hack, 
delivery wagon and track service should not be repeated here. 

The sooner the central station managers investigate this matter 
seriously, the sooner they will obtain a valuable source of income, 
besides conferring a benefit in advancing a new and growing 
industry. 


THE CONTINENTAL ELECTRICAL 
` ENGINEERING INDUSTRY. 


THE COMPETITION FOR THE BRUSSELS CONTRACT. 


THs invitation which the municipal authorities of Brussels recently 
issued for the submission of tenders for the equipment of a new 
central station in that city does not appear to have induced any 
British firms to compete for the contract, if one may judge from the 
list of offers which has been published, this being perhaps due to 
the experience gained in the past. However that may be, the com- 

tion proves to have been of an international character. The 
tenders, which range from as low as £130,000 to as high as £212,000, 
have been presented by the Société d'Electricité et Hydraulique, of 
Charleroi, the Société Internationale d'Electricité, of Liége, the 
Siemens-Schuckert Works Co., Lahmeyer & Co, the Helios Co., the 
Swiss Oerlikon Engineering Co., Rothenhaels & Co., of Berne, and 
the General Electricity Co., of Berlin, in conjunction with the 
Union Electricity Co. of the same city. It is said that the scheme 
of the latter combination is recommended for acceptance. 

The condition of the German electrical engineering industry at 
the present time is reported to be comparatively good, all the 
works being said to be abundantly provided with orders, and prices 

somewhat higher. If this statement is really a correct repre- 
sentation of the actual situation of affairs, it is difficult to under- 
stand why all the principal companies should be so eager to secure 
the Brussels contract. 

The names of the Labmeyer Co. and the Felten & Guilleaume 
Co. are being coupled together in regard to a proposed under- 
standing whereby the former would procure all its cables from the 
latter in the future. An arrangement of this kind formerly existed 
between the Schuckert Co. and the Mulheim cable works, but it 
terminated with the fusion of the former with the Siemens and 
Halske Co. 

Herr Bathenau, general director of the A.E.G., of Berlin, is 
about to pay a visit tothe United States where, among other matters, 
he will resume relations with the representatives of the principal 
American companies, who recently sojourned in the German capital. 
The community of interests between the A.E.G. and the Union 
Co., which represents the Thomson-Houston interests in Germany 
and certain other European countries, has naturally brought the 
former into closer connection with the American business. 


GERMAN COMPANIES. 


The accounts of the Schuckert Electricity Co. for the year ended 
March 31st, 1903, are of special interest, inasmuch as they are the 
last which will be issued in relation to this company as an inde- 
pendent undertaking as a result of the recent amalgamation with 
the heavy electrical engineering departments of the Siemens and 
Halske Co. under thetitle of the Siemens-Schuckert Works Co. 16 
will be remembered that the Nuremberg Co., which distributed a 
dividend at the rate of 14 per cent. on & capital of £1,125,000 in 
1897-98, 15 per cent. on £1,400,000 in 1898-99, and 15 per cent. on 
£2,100,000 in 1899-1900, decided to abandon the contemplated pay- 
ment of 10 per cent. in the following year mainly on account of the 
collapse of the Leipsic bank and the consequential necessity for at 
once paying in cash the sum of £210,000 as the purchase price of the 
shares which the directors had agreed to take up in the Jaice 
electrical works. The year 1901-02 terminated with a loss of 
nearly £770,000, owing to the heavy depreciation of securities and 
provision for guaranteed risks, this sum being covered by drawing 
upon the reserve fund, which was thereby reduced to £65,600. The 
accounts for 1902-03 now show !gross profite on manufacturing to 
the extent of £214,341, as compared with £193,936 in the previous 
year, and after meeting the cost of administration, interest charges 
and depreciation, there remains a net profit of £6,677, of which 
£333 is transferred to the reserve fund, and the balance carried 
forward to the next account. The directors’ report refers to the 
improvement in business since the amalgamation with the Siemens 
and Halske Co., and then deals with the foreign branches. In this 
connection it is suggested that an understanding will be arrived at 
with the external branches, and the hope is expressed that the com- 
peny's English interests (the British Schackert Co.), may be 
associated with the English interests of the Siemens & Halske Co. 

The Continental Company for Electrical Enterprises, of 
Nuremburg, is the financial trust of the Schuckert Co., which holds 
out of the former’s total share capital of £1,600,000, no less than 
£1,441,000, which recently stood in the books at one-half the 


nominal value. At a recent meeting of the directors of the 
Continental Co., the balance-sheet was submitted for the year 
1902-03, this showing little variation in the position of affairs as 
compared with the previous year. The profits from the under- 
takings in which the company is interested, and from interest on 
securities amount to £112,786, as against £108,850 in 1901-02. 
Administrative expenses and taxes absorb £19,234, interest and 
bank charges £71,190, and interest on loans £20,000, and after 
making provision for losses on securities and redemption of capital, 
the final result is а loss of £21,007, as against a loss of £59,937 in 
the preceding year. By absorbing the reserve fund, the deficit 
for 1901-3 was reduced to £37,959, and the loss for the past year 
thus increases the deficiency to £58,966. 

The directors of Lahmeyer & Co., of Frankfort-on-the-Maine, 
which distributed a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. for 1900- 
1901, and incurred a loss of over £120,000 in the following year, 
have iesued & statement that is far from being of an encouraging 
character, for the year ended March 31st, 1903. It shows gross 
profits amounting to £115,211, as compared with £113,522 in the 
preceding year. After deducting interest on bonds, general ex- 
penses, the expenses taken over from the German Oo. for Electrical 
Enterprises, and providing for depreciation of plant at the works, 
the statement indicates a loss of £18,584, which ia covered by the 
disposal fund of £250,000 which was obtained by the company's 
amalgamation with its trust, the German Co. for Electrical Enter- 
prises The directors attribute this new loss partly to tbe decline 
in sale prices, which were considerably lower at the end of the 
financial year than at the beginning, and partly to the insufficiency 
of employment for the works during the second half of the year. 
It appears that the disposal fund has now been reduced from the 
original sum of £250,000 to £125,000 by writing off the expenses 
incidental to the fusion with the German company and by the 
depreciation of securities held Љу the latter, and by a lose of 
£15,000 on the Russian business, mainly owing to the dissolution 
of the branches at Bt. Petersburg and Moscow. The statement con- 
cludes by remarking tbat the new financial year hae opened with 
greater activity at the works, although an upward movement in 
prioes hae not yet taken place, and that the undertakings taken 
over from the company’s trust are in a satisfactory state of 
development. | 

The report of Brown, Boveri & Co., of Mannheim, which isa 
subsidiary of the parent undertaking of the same title at Baden, 
states that, notwithstanding the diminution in the number of work- 
men employed, as mentioned in the previous year, it has been 
possible to obtain results almost equally as favourable, owing to the 
adoption of extreme economy and the profits realised on several 
large orders. With a nominal share capital of £300,000, of which 
one-half is paid up, the company has earned net profits of £6,040 
for 1902—3 as compared with £6,263 in the preceding period, and 
a dividend is proposed to be paid at the rate of 4 per cent., as in 
the previous 12 months. In addition to the supply of large 
generators for electric lighting and power stations, the report 
mentions the considerable activity displayed by the company in 
introducing steam turbines on the Brown, Boveri-Parsons system, 
and for very high powers. Apart from central stations, turbines 
of 5,500 н.р. have been delivered for the Henkel-Donnersmark iron- 
works, 1,100 H.P. for the Hosch steelworks of Dortmund, 2,000 H.P. 
for the Rothe Erde ironworks, 1,230 н P. for the Dahlbusch works, 
and 10,000 m P. for the Rhenish Westphalian works at Essen. These 
turbines have been constructed at Baden, but as a result of the 
reception by the Turbinia (German Parsons) Co. of orders for two 
turbines of 6,000 н.р. and 10,000 E. P., the company proposes to 
commence the building of these engines in Germany, thus neces- 
sitating a considerable extension of the workshops. As to the 
future outlook, the report states that unfavourable conditions still 
prevail in the electrical industry, and that some firms accept orders 
even at prices which result in а loss. A continuous improvement 
cannot be expected to take place in the near future, although the 
company is now fully employed. 

The Company for Wireless Telegraphy, of Berlin, which has taken 
over the rival aystems of Braun-Siemens and Slaby-Arco, aud thus 
terminated the competition which had arisen between the owners 
of these methods in Germany, has now adopted the name of “ Tele- 
funken as the registered name for spark telegraphy. It is stated 
that the company has supplied several portable field installations 
for the United States army, and that the trials have shown the 
faultless transmission of telegrams overland for a distance exceeding 


62 miles. This is considered to be an excellent result, in view of 


the difficulties of transmission overland, and the smaliness and 
lightness of the installation wagons. In addition to the portable 
plant, the company has delivered apparatus for 20 stations for the 
United Btates navy, where they are being tried in several places 
already occupied by the Marconi company. The German company 
is also reported to have received orders for two seta of apparatus 
for the Norwegian Telegraph Administration, which proposes to 
test them for the purpose of affording communication with the 
fiords. In these cases the distance only ranges from 20 to 30 miles. 


Swiss AND RUSSIAN ENTERPRISES. 


The report of Brown, Boveri & Co, of Baden, which has made its 
appearance simultaneously with that of the company’s German sub- 
sidiary, shows that the position of the Swiss undertaking has 
slightly improved during the year 1902-3. After being successful 
in distributing 16 per cent. two years ago, the profits considerably 
declined in 1901-2, when the dividend was reduced to 5 per cent. 
A recovery has, however, now taken place for the past year, the net 
profits amounting to £41,718 as against £29,046, and it is proposed 
to make a distribution at the rate of 7 per cent. on the share capital 
of £500,000. The report states that the improved results are mainly 
due to the greater attention paid to cheapening the cost of produc- 
tion, and although prices were depressed the company succeeded in 
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obtaining better rates for large orders than its competitors. Never- 
theless, the manufacturing results were prejudicialiy affected by 
losses incurred in connection with customers, this apparently refer- 
ing to payments made under guarantee riske. The report refers to 
the progress made in the construction of steam turbines, of which 38 
of a total of 30,065 н.р. have been delivered, and 30 of 33,000 н.р. 
are on order. The new financial year has been entered upon with 
an abundance of orders which will fully occupy the works for the 
12 months. 

The Russian General Electricity Co., of 8t. Petersburg, which was 
formed in 1902 to continue the branch of the Berlin General Elec- 
tricity Co. in the Russian capital, has completed its first year's 
trading with & net profit of 11,945 roubles, which has partly been 
devoted to depreciation and partly carried forward. At the end of 
1902 only 40 per cent. of the share capital of 1,000,000 roubles bad 
been called, although since then the full amount has been paid up. 
The company does not manufacture in Russia, but serves solely as 
the sales bureau of the A.E.G. in Berlin. 

The Russian (Tudor) Accumulator Co., of St. Petersburg, has 
realised net profits amounting to 56,590 roubles for 1902. Itis 
intended to pay a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent., as compared 
with ril in 1901, and 3 per cent. in 1900. 

The St Petersburg Company for Electrical Euterprises, which is 
closely associated with the Helios Electrical Co., of Cologne, 
ha» not yet developed in the favourable manner that was 
anticipated. Although the company’s gross receipts were higher 
during 1902 than in the previous year, the net revenue was less, and 
it bas been impossible to propose any dividend as was the case in 
1901. 

The Italian branches of the Siemens & Halske Co, and the 
Schuckert Co., have now been formed into a company under the 
title of the Societa Italiana d'Elettricita Siemens-Halske e Schuckert, 
with a capital of £40,000. This amalgamation is, of course, one of 
the resulte of the fusion of the two parent companies in Germany. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Oompiled expresaly for this journal by W. P. Taompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 829, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed, 


16,965. Improvements in electrical fire alarm apparatus.“ J. P. ROBERTSON. 
August 4th. (Complete.) 

16,975. “Improvements in electrical cut-outs.” H. KoRTEN. August 4th. 

16,988. Improvements in or relating to partitions or diaphragms for elec- 
бо? and electro-plating purposes." P. STEENLET. August 4th. (Com- 
plete. 

i „е " Improvements relating to electrolytic cells. P. A. GAYE. August 
to. 

17,001. “Automatic electric stopping apparatus for lace and net macbines.” 
B. J. B. Minis (A. Pocheron and F. Cellery, France.) August 4th. 

17,059. “Improvements in incandescent filaments for electric incandescent 
lamps.” W.P.THomprson. (Bayerische Glühfüdenfabrik Augsburg-Lechausen 
Georg Luedecke & Co., Germany.) August 5th. 

1 „ Improvements in geometric telegraphs.” G. B. Ross MAN. (Com- 
plete.) 


therein." С. R. PA NE. August 5t ( Complete.) 

17,073. “Improvements in electric аго lamps." Т. Нлмитох-Арлмв, 
August 5th. 

17,082. “Improvements in the manufacture of trolley poles and means for 
connecting them to trolley standards in trolleys used for electric tramcars or 
vehicles propelled by electric traction." E. M. Munro, H. BuECKNELL and 
H. I. Rocers. August 6th. 

17,105. ‘* Improvements relating to insulating supports for use in electric 
traction systems." D. Borvon. August 6th. 

17,118. “Improvements in moulds for making matrices for the production 
of cylindrioal type wheel casings, type segments, or the like by electrotype.“ 
W. P. TuowrsoN, (The firm of A. Greef & Co., Germany.) August 6th. 
(Complete.) 

17,123. Improvements in means for electric signalling between railway 
trains, and between railway stations and trains." M. ARCHAMBAULT. August 
6th. 


17,140. “Improvements in electro-magnets.“ F. рк Mare. August 6th. 

17,149. "Improvements in electric traction on a shallow conduit system.” 
8. G. BENNETT. August 7th. 

17,150. Improvements in or connected with switches for starting electric 
motors." A. Sykes. August "7th. 

17,173. "Improvements in electrical starting gates for race-courses." H. F. 
Foster. August 7th. 

17,179. ‘‘ Improvements relating to electric railway systems." H. H. LAKE. 
(Morgan Electric Machine Co., United States.) August 7th. (Complete.) 


17,184. "Improvements in clamps for wires, especially applicable for use in 


overhead electio conductors.” F. KRUCKL. August Tth. (Complete.) 

17,195. “ Improvements in and relating to wireless telegraphy.” О. ROCHEFORT 
and E. Mons. August 7th. 

17,207. “Improvements in or connected with dynamo-electric machines,” 
T. M. Dutron and Тик Sanpycrort Fotnpry Co., тр. August 7th. 

17,214. "Improvements in protecting devices for electric circuits." W. B. 
УУ оорносвь. August 7th. 

7,225. Improved interlocking automatic inter-communication telephone 
switchboard." F. J. Lowe. August th. 

17.229. An improved appliance for gripping and supporting the wires of 
overhead wire systems of electric traction.“ J. Н. Lusy and W. HARRIS. 
August 8th. 

17.232. * Improvements in terminal holders for electric wires, leads or 
cables.” C. H. STEVENS. August sth. 


17,211. Device for re-railing electric or steam tramcars which have acci- 
dentally left the lines." J. W. Нлнкор, T. Dickinsun and H. Dickinson, 
August &th. 


17,245. “Improvements in electric light fixtures." E. A. CAaROLAN. (lhe 
General Electric Co., United States.) August 8th. 

17,247. "Improvements in electric light fixtures.” E. A. CaAROLAN. (The 
General Electric Co., United States.) August Sth. 

17,243. ‘Improvements in electric rheostats.” E. A, CAnOLAN. (The General 
Electrio Co., United States.) August 8th. | 

17,249. Improvements in reels for electric cables and the like." E. A. 
CAROLAN, (The General Electric Co., United States.) August 4th. 

17,272. “ Anew and improved device for electrically firing blasting cartridges 
and the like.” Т. Оклікенв. August 8th. 


17,072. A method of эзара two electric circuits and apparatus for use 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1902. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 823, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 0d. 
(in stampe). 


4,274. “Improvements in or relating to electric cells or batteries.“ Н.Н. 
Lake. (Вос. Anon. Le Carbone.") Dated February 19th. 

4,285. “Improvements in sockets for incandescent electrio lamps.” A. E. 
Ellen. (Yost Miller Co.) Dated February 19th. 

4,557. An improvement in flexible electric conductors." Siemens Bros. 
and Co. and W. Dieselhorst. Dated February 20th. 

874. “ Improvements in or relating to electric arc lamps." J. А. Rignon 
and E. Eisenmann. Dated February dth. 

4,445. An improved automatic telephone system." E. A. Faller. (Date 
applied for under Patents Act, 1901. August 22nd, 1901.) Dated February 21st. 

5,881. ‘* Improvements in apparatus for regulating electric currents." R. О, 
Clinker. Dated March 10th. 

8,112. ‘Improvements in electrical indicating and controlling mechanism.” 
Нор. R. T. D. Brougham. Dated April 4th. 

8,748. “Improved means for securing and adjusting the active laminated 
rings of electrical machines and motors in their frames." Siemens Bros. & Co.,. 
Ltd. (Siemens & Halske Aktiengesellschaft.) Dated April 7th. 

8,858. “ A process and device for producunt effective apnd relíable electrical 
ignitions of explosive substances.” Н. W. Hellmann. Dated April 16th. 

9,040. г поргохешевіе іп апа relating to the manufacture of eleotric con- 
ductors.” 8. G. Brown. Dated April 18th. 

9,111. ‘Improvements in electro-magnetic clutches and variable gear." 
Р, W. Northey and Electric Motive Power Co., Ltd. Dated April 19th. 

9,135. “ Improvements in coin-freed electric meters.” British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., and F. Holden. Dated Apri! 19th. 

9,150. “Improvements іп clock-controlled mechanism for turning on gas, 
electric current, water, and the like, at pre-determined times.” В. W. North. 
Dated April 21st. 

9,281. *''Apparatus for counting telephonic conversations." J. H. Meyer. 
Dated April 21st. 

9,815. “Improvements in electric controllers." C. T. J. Oppermann. Dated 
April 22nd. : 

9,441. “Improvements in electromagnetic traction for railways and the like.“ 
H. H. Lake. (A. Pacinotti). Dated April 23rd. 

9,529. “Improvements in terminals and binding screws for electric 
batteries and connections." W.R. Edwards. Dated April 24th. 

9,803. Improvements ín and relating to the electrolytic decomposition of 
alkaline salts." M. Wildermann. Dated April 28th. 

10,231. "Improvements in and relating to high-speed electrical generators. 
and motors S. Z. de Ferranti. Dated May 3rd. 

10,800. Improvements in electrostatic measuring and indicating instru- 
ments." В. Z. de Ferranti. Dated May 10th. 

10,841. “An improved form of insulator for electric fittings.” С. T. A. 
Henshaw. Dated May 12th. 

11,068. ** Improvements in apparatus for actuating the electrical controlling 
appliances of the motors of electric railway motor cars.“ Siemens Bros, & Co., 
Ltd. (Siemens and Halske Aktiengesellscheft.) Dated May lith, 

11,139. “Improvements in or relating to the electrical igniters of gas and 
similar explosive vapour motors." A. R. Bellamy. Dated May 15th. 

11,895. “Improvements in or applicable to rheostat switches for controlling 
electric currents." W. R. Laidlaw and G. H. Scholes. Dated May 17th. 

11,404. “Improvements in electric fuses.” O. L. Peard. Dated May 17th. 


11,516. Improvements in apparatus for electrically operating tools." H.J. 
Haddan. (J. 8. Andrews and W. M. Simpson). Dated May 20th. 

11,825. Improvements in electric transformers." H. Н. Lake. (General 
Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,838. “Improvements relating to controllers for electric motors." H. H. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,839. “Improvements in or relating to controlling devices for electric aros.“ 
H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,849. Improvements in devices for controlling motors from a distance.“ 
H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,850. “Improvements relating to volt ampere-meters or direct-current. 
wattmeters." Н. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

12,157. '*An improvement in the manufacture of filaments or the like for 
electrical incandescence lamps." C. D. Abel. (Siemens & Halske, Aktien- 
gesellschaft.) Dated May 28th. 

12,160. Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trical incandescence lamps." C. D. Abel. (Siemens & Halske, Aktiengesell- 
schaft.) Dated May 28th. 

12,161. ''Improvements in electrical incandescence lamps." C. D. Abel. 
(Siemens & Halske aktiengesellschaft.) Dated May 25th. 

13,151. ''Improvements in and connected with electro-magnetic annunci- 
ators for telephonic or similar purposes." H. Oppenheimer. (Actiengesell- 
schaft Mix & Genest.) Dated June 10th. 

15,142. “Improvements in and relating to incandescent electric lamp- 
holders." A. Vandam and T. H. Marsh. Dated July "th. 

15,944. "Improvements in electrical brushes for dynamo-electrio machines, 
electrical motors, und other electrical machines and apparatus where brushes 
for collecting an electrical current are or may be employed." The Tangye 
Tool and Electric Co., Ltd., and A. H. Bate. Dated July 17th. 

16,852. “Improvements in perforators more particularly for use with auto- 
matio telegraph transmitters." J.Gell. Dated July 28th. 

19,432. “Improved means for supporting electric lamps and shades." R. W. 
Braham. Dated September 4th. 

22,180. ‘Improvements in electric ignition devices for gas burners." La. 
Soc. Radiguet & Massiot. Dated October llth. 

28, 357. Electrically-driven surface planing and jointing machine for wood. 
and the like.” J. Bair and R. Anderson. Dated October 27th. 

23,192. ‘Improvements in and relating to induction coils." J.O. Heinze. 
Dated October 28th. 

24,100. “Improvements in and connected with electric brakes for railway 
and tramway vehicles," H. H. Lake. (General Electrio Co.) Dated November 
ith. 

24,455. “Improvements in controlling devices for lectric motors applicable 
to the motors of elevators and the like." Waygood & Otis, Ltd. (Otis 
Elevator Co.) Dated November 7th. 

25,842. ‘Improvements in trolley poles and heads for electrically-propelled 
vehicles." J. C. Buder. Dated November 18th. 

25.353. Improved arrangement of the mercury in apparatus for the electro” 
lytic decomposition of alkaline chlorides.” C. Arzano. Dated November 18th. 

25,354. "Improvements in the electrolytic treatment of liquids of all kinds." 
C. Arzano. Dated November 18th. 

27,787. "Improvements in electric arc lamps.” J. A. Heany. Dated 
December 6th. | 

28,102. “Improvements in or relating to coherers for use with etheric 
electrical apparatus." F. Schneider. Dated December 19th. 

28, 170. Improvements in or relating to telephone systems.” T. Stock. 
Dated December 20th. 

28,171. "Improvements in or relating telephonic systems.’ T. Stock. Dated 
Deceinber 20th. 

24,809. “Improvements in galvanic batteries." The Halsey Electric Gene- 
rator Co., Ltd. (Hulsey Eleotric Generator Co.) December 30th. 
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COLLIERY MANAGERS AND 
ELECTRICITY. 


THE Colliery Manager deplores the attitude of mining engi- 
neers towards the use of electricity in mines, as exhibited in 
the discussions on electrical matters at the recent meeting of 
the Institution of Mining Engineers, and regrets the conser- 
vatism of the colliery manager in general. But is the colliery 
manager wholly to blame? Is it not rather the fault of his 
position and training? It must be remembered that a 
mining engineer’s knowledge of mechanical and electrical 
engineering is limited to its application to mining operations, 
and to the requirements of the Coal Mines Regulation 
Act, which makes the colliery manager responsible for all 
the machinery. In a large modern colliery, mechanical and 
electrical engineering enters appreciably into the successful 
development of the property, and the large amount of capital 
invested in the plant, and its efficient superintendence is 
sufficient to occupy a trained engineer. The law, however, 
whilst insisting upon a service or apprenticeship of five 
years underground before a candidate is allowed to sit 
for a certificate of competency, demands no other 
knowledge or experience of mechanical or electrical 
engineering beyond that necessary to answer а few 
elementary questions, His experience in this respect is 
usually limited to existing plants at collieries with which he 
may be acquainted ; as he does not go into the workshops and 
take part in the design or construction of machinery, he 
naturally grows up with somewhat narrow views, and tena- 
ciously holds to the appliances and principles of his early 
days. It has been asserted that, although colliery managers 
in Germany are more highly scientifically trained than in 
this country, they are not such good *pitmen." To bea 
good ** pitman " is the first essential in working and winning 
large areas of coal. Electricity is of comparatively recent 
introduction, and many colliery managers having had no 
opportunity of gaining electrical experience, are de- 
pendent upon the professional opinions of qualified 
engineers. But when one engineer states that only 
high-pressure three-phase plants should be adopted as 
carefully informed—is done 
in Germany, and that all the machinery should be 
of German manufacture, while another asserts that 
low-pressure continuous current plants only should be 
installed, their hesitancy is more or less justifiable. The 
tendency of the times is towards specialisation, and if 
the responsibility could be transferred to properly trained 
mechanical engineers, there would not in all probability be 
that tardiness or fear in adopting any new mechanical or 
electrical appliance which is at present shown, and would do 
much to clear away what are at present seeming difficulties. 
A step in the right direction has been taken by the North 


of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers, 
0 
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who, in conjunction with the Durham College of Science, . 


have started classes for the training of colliery engineers. 

We have no wish or desire, in any way to depreciate the 
abilities of colliery managers, who's capability will be 
evident to anyone who realises the magnitude of their 
duties; but is not too much expected of them? No 
railway company, for instance, expects its general manager 
to be an expert in all departments of railway engineering 
and management; the captain of a ship is not expected to 
be an expert in marine engineering. Why, then, should a 
colliery manager be expected to be an expert pitman,” 
and, at the same time, an expert mechanical and electrical 
engineer? Why not make the mechanical engineer jointly 
responsible with the mining engineer. We commend these 
observations to all interested in the efficient working of 
collieries. 


IN this issue of the ELECTRICAL 
Review we publish a letter from the 
Secretary of the Society of Motor Manu- 
facturers and Traders, to the Public Control Committee of 
the London County Council. We also reproduce a remark- 
able contribution to the literature of the motor-car industry, 
from the pen of Dr. Louis Bell, entitled ** Speed and Public 
Safety.” 

The vested interests of the one, and the common sense 
in the public interest of the other, are as unlike as the 
proverbial chalk and cheese, and if Mr. Woodfine cannot 
bring more weighty arguments before the London County 
Council, his case is indeed a hopeless one. 

His platitudes as to the rate of speed attained by horse- 
drawn Vehicles and electric trams, are as weak as they are 
pointless ; the fast automobile, as Dr. Bell urges, is not a 
common carrier nor a public convenience, 

To cite the Prime Minister’s opinion that motor-cars are 
more under control, and less dangerous, than trams running 
on fixed rails, because the latter cannot change their course 
for other traffic, is too absurd to be taken seriously. The 
very safety of pedestrians and the drivers of other vehicles, 
depends upon their knowledge that the trams cannot deviate 
from their path, and if Mr. Balfour possessed only a 
modicum of the engineering skill of the great statesman 
who has just passed away and left the world all the poorer, 
he would never have given utterance to such a transparent 
fallacy. 

Again, how does the worthy Secretary make out that the 
speed of 10 miles an hour for mctor vehicles now being 
placed on the streets of London, will considerably diminish 
their usefulness ? Only in June last Lieut.-Col. Crompton 
stated at the Engineering Conference, that a few years hence 
the speed of traffic in the streets of the Metropolis would 
be increased by the use of motor vehicles, from its present 
average of 5 miles to 10 miles per hour! Surely Mr. Wood- 
fine has put the cart before the horse. 

The observations made in Victoria Street, by A. A. C. S., if 
we mistake not, may carry great weight with the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers, but certainly not with Sir Albert 
Muntz, who has recently administered several well deserved 
and severe rebukes to the well-known gentleman, who 
under those initials may be identified as one not wholly 
disinterested in matters pertaining to the motor- car. 

To Mr. Woodfine, A.A.C.S., the Public Control Com- 
mittee of the London County Council, and to the Prime 
Minister himself, we commend the careful perusal of Dr. 
Dell's paper, in the belief that if the suggestions therein set 
forth are carefully observed in this country, we may possibly 


Bpeed and Publio 
Safety. 


reduce the number of accidents which have hitherto been 
of almost daily occurrence, to a minimum. 

One point we think has never been brought prominently 
home to the motorist or to the man in danger of being run 
down. The ordinary pedestrian—we will take him in the 
country where motor scorching is most rampant—saunters 
along at a speed not exceeding, say, 24 miles an hour. 
Suppose the motor fiend is driving at 50, as he often does ! 
While the man, woman or child on foot moves one yard, the 
car travels no less than 20! Meeting a car travelling at 
this speed at a cross road, or going round a bend within 20 
yards of one, would necessitate more than ordinary agility 
on the part of the pedestrian to steer clear of an accident. 

The judging of a safe or danger distance has not yet 
formed part of the motorist’s education; it is for him to 
avoid the man in the street, who has the first right to the 
road. With everything that Dr. Bell urges so clearly and 
unmistakably we are in cordial agreement. 


Mr. ALFRED MoseLy, C.M.G., of 

The Second Mosely Bristol, bids fair to become a benefactor of 
no mean order to the nation to which he 

belongs. Not content with having borne the heavy charges 
and directed the energies of his recent commission of trades 
union delegates, who were thus given an opportunity of 
investigating on the spot, the character and habits of the 
American workmen, ав well as the relationship existing 
between him and his employer, Mr. Mosely now intends to 
conduct to the United States a body of professional teachers, 
of experts in education, and of directors thereof, of men of 
commerce and high intellect, who shall study, jointly and 
severally, the methods adopted, and the resulta achieved by 
those representative educational establishments in the States 
of which Americans are justly proud. The names of the 
Commissioners selected have been published by the daily 
press. We find among them elementary and advanced 
teachers, teachers of specialised subjects, members of 
Parliament, members of Chambers of Commerce, members 
of borough and county education committees, general and 
“ scientific” University professors, clergymen of the Church 
of England, and at least one member of the Society of 
Jesus. We, naturally, are most interested in seeing the 
names of Prof. Ayrton, Dr. Maclean of Glasgow, and Prof. 
Ripper of Sheffield, among the number, and we hope 
shortly to find that of a worthy substitute in chemistry for 
Sir William Ramsay, who has been compelled to resign. 
The Commission was to have started last year, but had to be 
postponed. It will apparently be conducted on lines 
parallel to those of the former one; #.е., for part of the 
time the members will keep together, and investigate 
jointly ; afterwards they will separate into units or small 
committees. Eventually, we gather, the Commissioners will 
report as their predecessors did ; that is, we shall not be 
given a boiled-down summary of the general results, 
but & vastly more valuable collection of reports drawn up 
either by individuals or by each section of the Commission, 
which has investigated one particular branch of the inquiry. 
Nevertheless, we shall look to Mr. Mosely himself to write 
us a preface, or to give us his own impressions as a man of 
affairs; for his remarks, with their obvious common-sense 
and impartiality, formed not the least useful feature of the 
former report. The itinerary of the Commission has been 
drawn up with the assistance of President Butler, of 
Columbia, and includes that university, Yale, Harvard, 
Cornell the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the 
Pennsylvania and the John Hopkins Universities, the 
Drexel Institute ; and numerous elementary, higher, com- 
mercial and technical schools, for girls as well as boys in 
New York, Baltimore, Washington, Pittsburg, Chicago, 
Detroit, Niagara Falls, Schenectady, Albany, and possibly 
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California. The information collected will undoubtedly be 
of the utmost importance. That gained by the trades 
unionists was sufficiently valuable, but it was calculated to 
benefit primarily those trades unions and those working men 
of this country who were not too proud and conceited to 
take advantage of it. This Commission will touch a higher 
class of society : the legislative and executive members of 
our educational authorities ; and, appealiug to more highly 
cultured men, its lessons will be the more readily and Ше 
more permanently taken to heart. 

It must not Ыз assumed that our average educational 
establishment is as bad as the average British journalist 
delights in proclaiming it, nor the American institution so 
perfect as he and the American journalist unite in repre- 
senting it. It is apparently as ** poor сору” for the Briton 
to praise anything British, as for the American to decry 
anything trans-Atlantic. Still, we have certainly much to 
learn and copy, and possibly something to avoid. There 
are three questions which cannot be conclusively answered 
without more or less bias, questions which Mr. Mosely's 
commission will answer or give us the material for 
answering. We do not know whether, or to what extent and 
why, the average British boy leaving either a public or a 
private school, is lees fitted than a foreign boy at once to 
take full advantage of the training given at a pure or applied 
university. We do not altogether know тш. or to what 
extent and why, the average British youth leaving either a 
good college, a pure or an applied university, is less fitted than 
a foreign boy at once to be useful in commerce or in tech- 
nical industry (as the case may be). We want to know 
authoritatively whether the foreign manufacturer or commer- 
cialist is not much more willing than his British rival to 
take a youth from college or university knowing him not to 
be of much immediate use, but knowiny, also, that only in 
the laboratory or office of a works where competitive business 
is carried out can real technical or commercial ability be 
acquired ; and whether the foreign manufacturer is not more 
liberal in his ideas of salary and laboratory equipment than 
is the average Englishman. Ina word, granting that tech- 
nical and scientific ability is less utilised in British factories 
than abroad, we want authoritative opinions or responsible 
data for jadging on whom the blame must rest—the English 
youth, his elementary schoolmaster, his college professor, or 
the capitalist. If, as seems reasonable to expect, the blame 
must be distributed, we want means of assessing it fairly. 
And this is the kind of information we look to receive from 
Mr. Mosely's educational commission, finding it either 
recorded explicitly, or hidden between the lines of the reports 
which are eventually to be published. 


THE first fruits of the labours of the 
Engineering Standards Committtee are to 
hand in the form of standard sections and 
specifications of tramway rails and fish-plates. Taken as a 
whole, the specification represents reliable practice, which, 
if it does not coincide exactly with the varied opinions of 
consultants and manufacturers, will at least form a valuable 
guide to those engineers who are unhampered by traditional 
practice. The specification covers all the usual pointe, in 
cluding chemical composition and analysis, section, weight, 
and general dimensions. 

The permissible variations from template are somewhat 
fine, being z in. in total height, under or over, but in 
the distance between the fishing angles the variation must 
not exceed zig in. above or below standard dimensions. 
Surely this is expecting too much from the British work- 
man; from experience we would suggest its impossibility 
in the case of foreign rails. 

Among other clauses are those dealing with branding, 
which will render both rails and fish-plates clearly 
distinguishable ; for testing, an ultimate tensile strength 
of 40 tons per sq. in. with an elongation of not less 
than 12 per cent. in 2 in., being called for; bending 
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sideways, to a curve of 80 ft. radius, and an impact test, in 
which a weight of nat less than a tor must fall through 
15 ft. or more, acer ding to weight of rail, on to a selected 
length of rail, su: orted on bearings 8 ft. 6 in. apart. This 
latter test appears to have been copied from standard rail- 
way practice, notwithstanding that the conditions of life 
there are very different, and we should have thought that 
a more suitable test could have been substituted. Certain 
holes are specified to be made in each rail, if required by 
the engineer and purchaser, and among them we note those: 
required for electric bonding. A specification of fish-plates 
follows, and 10 sheets of standard rai! and fish-plate sections 
varying from 90 lbs. to 116 lbs. per yard, the alternate 
sections being for use on curves. A further standard tire 
profile for arc wheels is added on sheet No. 11. 

We have nothing but good wishes for the labours of this 
Committee, notwithstanding that the ultimate valuc of 
standardising tramway rails is, to say the least, questionable. 

Old-established consulting engineers will probably cling to 
their past practice, and it would also be contrary to the past 
practices of municipal authorities to pass over an alternative 
foreign tender for rails of inferior design and workmanship 
if the price or conditions of payment offered inducements in 
that direction. It will generally be conceded tbat English 
tramway rails are at the present time the best obtainable, 
and if the demand for the standard sections became anything 
like general, it is possible that, cheaper production, and the 
possibility of carrying stocks, may lead to decreased prices 
and great improvement in deliveries. 


AN extremely able address upon this 

Selens to Industry. Subject was delivered by Sir Philip M pnus 
before a conference held at Oxfo on 

August 20th. After quoting the statistics relating to 
scientific education in Germany, which have been publi. bed 
lately, Sir Philip remarked that whilst the absolute nun. ber 
of students in German universities, technical, and otber high 
schools is nearly three times what it was 80 years ago, the 
proportion of such students to the total male population has 
doubled, and now stands at 16°78 per 10,000. As these 
students cost the Government about £12 per annum each 
net, it follows that the Government is contributing at leat, 
£500,000 a year towards the expenses of higher education. 
This includes the maintenance of the universities ; but it 
should always be remembered that most of thc discoveries 
made in Germany which have proved of perr anent value to 
German trade have been made in the laboratories of 
university professors.” Passing to our own needs, Sir 
Philip mentioned the £20,000 a year which the L.C.C. may 
perhaps agree to contribute to the proposed technical 
university for London, stating that it would not be sufficient 


. for the purpose in view and ought to be supplemented by a 


State grant. Nevertheless, much better results might be 
obtained from the money already available, it the existing 
educational establishments (of the metropolis principally) 
were better co-ordinated and more economically controlled. 
The professors, too, must be given sufficient leisure to pursue 
their own independent inquiries while assisting the senior 
students in research. The country must в an army of 
highly-trained and intelligent scientific experts to act as the 
“intelligence department" of all factories; but such an 
army will avail little unless manufacturers, managers, and 
employers of labour are “ во trained as to be capable of 
recognising and appreciating at its real value the help which 
science might render to industry.” Markets, moreover, do 
not grow spontaneously, but have to be made ; and there is 
a law of inertia in commerce as in physics which helps those 
who first create a market to keep it. Finally, it is to be 
remembered that when we reproach the Government with its 
parsimony and reluctance to sperd on higher education the 
money that is needed to give us equal advantag + in the 
keen international competition for trade; and when we 
appeal to millionaires to endow universities and schools for 
higher scientific study, we want to see our country produce 
not only what is cheapest but what is best, 
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THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 
(Continued from page 249.) | 


Tue KónTING ТҮРЕ (continued). 


IT will be obvious that for this type of engine the gas 
having to pass through the pumps must be so free from tar 
and dust as not to necessitate the frequent pulling to pieces 
and cleaning of these portions of the engine. The air and 
gas pumps necessitate an expenditure of power, but this is 
counter-balanoed by the improved cyclic regularity resulting 
from the more frequent impulses. 

The external crosshead, necessitated by the closing of the 
front end of the cylinder to obtain the double action, is 
regarded by many engineers as an important advantage, the 
gudgeon pin being more readily accessible than wben sur- 
rounded by the trunk piston common in the four-cycle 
engines. 

The illustration herewith shows that when tue piston, R, is 
on the forward dead centre, the exhaust ports, 8, round the 
centre of the working cylinder are uncovered, their opening 
having commenced when the face of the piston was in the 
position represented by 4 on theindicator diagram. At that 
moment the cylinder pressure, stil apparent from the 
expansion curve, falls to atmosphere; at the same time the 
admission valve, к, is opened by its cam, and a scavenging 


LONGITUDINAL SECTION THROUGH CYLINDER, KORTING 
Gas ENGINE. 


charge of pure air, at a pressure of 5 or 6 lbs. above the atmos- 
phere, is sent into the cylinder by the air pump, effectually 
clearing out the products of combustion. The gas pump, 
whose discharge has been delayed by suitable means, now 
sends a supply of gas into the cylinder, which discharge, 
mingling with that of the air pump, forms the combustible 
mixture necessary for the power stroke. The exhaust ports, 8, 
are then closed by the return stroke of the power piston, P ; 
the mixture is compressed in the ordinary wav, ignited elec- 
trically at two distinct points to ensure complete firing, and 
the impulse is transmitted to the piston. The same cycle is 
repeated at each end of the cylinder alternately, the air 
pump thoroughly sweeping all burnt products through the 
exhaust porte, 8, and thus entirely preventing the ignition of 
the incoming charge by contact with the hot gases remaining 
in the cylinder. 

Examination of the cylinder after months of steady 
running has proved that the ports were absolutely clean and 
the bars not unduly worn. 

À special advantage of the independent pump is that the 
sir and gas are kept entirely separate till they reach the 
admission valve, so that there is no accumulation of explosive 
mixture outside the working cylinder itself, and therefore no 
back-firing can occur. 

Regulation is not effected on the “ hit-or-miss” prin- 
ciple, but by altering the quantity of the mixture admitted 
to the cylinder. During periods of light load, the valve 
admitting gas to the cylinder is kept closed for a longer 
period than during heavy loads, and vice versá; so that the 
charge is proportioned to the work done, though the quality 


of the mixture at the points of ignition is maintained 
practically constant, thus ensuring full ignition. 

This system of governing, though perhaps not quite so 
economical as the “ hit-or-miss,” ів more advantageons for 
maintaining the steady running of the engine for electrical 
purposes. The makers maintain that they can obtain as high 
a degree of cyclic regularity, without the aid of excessively 
heavy fly-wheels, as can be got with the best design of steam 
engine. | 

The gaseous mixture is fired, as already stated, at two 
independent points at each end of the cylinder, and a neat 
arrangement is provided whereby the period of ignition can 
be made earlier or later by hand while the engine is running, 
thus ensuring the correct point of ignition for the quality of 
gas employed; blast furnace gas requires to be ignited 
earlier in the stroke than producer gas, and the latter, in like 
manner, earlier than town's gas. 

The starting of this engine is effected by compressed air, 
at a pressure of about 110 lbs. per sq. iu., a small com- 
pressor with a reservoir for the air being usually included 
with the engine. The rapidity with which large gas engines 
can be started, when compared with the warming up of 
cylinders, opening and shutting of drain cocks, and the other 
movements incidental to the two or even three hours' pre- 
paration required for starting a steam engine, must commend 
itself to electric power and lighting station engineers, the 
operation of starting gas engines of large units only occupying 
as many minutes as similar-sized steam engines require hours. 

The Kórting type of engine is efficiently water cooled at 
all parts subject to high temperatures, including the cylinder 


Cross-SECTION THROUGH CYLINDER AND Ромрз, 
KonTING Gas ENGINE. 


heads and pistons, while lubrication is forced and practically 
automatic throughout. 

The following particulars of the working results obtained 
with a 500-H. P. blowing engine of this type will be of 
interest :— 

The engine worked for six months, sometimes for three or 
four weeks without a single stop. The oil consumption for 
the whole engine per 24 hours was just under 2 gallons in 
the cylinder and 13 gallons for the other parts, of which 
+ gallon was for the blowing cylinder. 

When the valve box at the back was unscrewed, and the 
main piston removed, the inside of the cylinder walla was 
in perfect condition. The bridges between the exhaust slots 
were perfectly smooth and even, and there were only tbin 
flaky crusts in a very few places on the edges of the slots 
themselves; the piston was also in perfect condition, the 
rings had borne well on their whole surface, and could be 
easily moved. ‘The glands were in good order, and were 
replaced without renewal or repair. 

The seats of the inlet valves were perfectly clean and 
smooth, although there was a small ring of crust on the 
circumference. The slide valves of the gas-pump and air- 
pump were perfectly bright, and showed no sign of any 
incrustation. 

The igniters were in good condition ; it seems advisable to 
change these every four or five weeks. For this purpose the 
engine has to be stopped for not longer than 10 minutes, 


(To be continued.) 
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THE CALCULATOR BOARD AND GRAPHIC 
METHODS.* 


A CONVENIENT device named—in brief—a  ** Calculator 
board has been brought out by Mr. E. Raymond-Barker. 
It is an apparatus which has for object the facilitating of 
graphic methods of calculation, especially as applied to the 
electrical localisation of faults in submarine cables. 

Although the calculator board has been brought out in 
this connection, it is adaptable for use in many and varied 
branches of quantitative research, whether electrical or 
mechanical, statistical or financial. 
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Fic. 1.— FRONT View. 


As prepared for use in general electrical and fault-locali- 
sation methods, the calculator board may broadly be con- 
sidered under two principal aspects. 

Firstly :—(a) The calculator board comprises a permanent 


record of a great many useful curves from which, by means 


of two intersecting seta of cursors acting at right angles 
to each other, calculations based on corresponding formule 
may be at once solved. 

This arrangement covers a variety of ground whether in 
regard to localisation formule, temperature coefficients, or 
volts necessary to drive certain required current powers, 


Fic. 2.—Bacx VIEW. 


through different resistances, to cable breaks—us well as 
other cognate matters, 

Secondly :—(b) The calculator board affords great facilities 
for graphic methods of calculation, and for the plotting of 
curves, 

Owing to the working surface of the board being a some- 
what roughened, though transparent, sheet of celluloid, horn, 
or glass, all pencil lines, whether plotted curves or geometrical 
figures, remain visible thereon as long as they may be required. 


* An improved drawing board and apparatus for facilitating 
ay of calculation, and the like, (Provision ally 


Tracings may then be made from the said pencil diagrams 
or plotted curves, after which. the celluloid working surface 
mav be cleaned in readinesa for fresh pencil work. 

Over and above these two main purposes, the calculator 
board may be used as an ordinary drawing board, with 
8 facilities for perfect alignment and for drawings to 
scale. 

Regarding details and operation comprised under fore- 
going heading a :— 

Figs 1, 2 and 8 show the general principles of the 


calculator board, which in practice may be of any convenient 


Fig. 3.—Gzxznaíar Ушт. 


size, say 18 in. square, not inclusive of the space necessary 
for the two seta of graduated scales and the surrounding 
wooden framework. 

Fig. 1 represents front view, fig. 2 back view, and fig. 3 
general front view with hinged frame shown open. 

In course of manufacture this arrangement has been 
modified, and it has been found more convenient for the 
top frame, instead of being hinged, to be attached to the 
main board by thumb screws. 

B is a rectangular board, say 21 in. square over all. 

On the front of this board is laid a sheet of sectional 
paper 8, on which may be permanently plotted useful linear 
curves symbolised by curve D, shown in fig. 1. 

Sheet S is provided with vertical and horizontal scales v, 
and Л for the convenient evaluation of the curves per- 
manently plotted on the sheet. 

In practice, S is à sun-print copy of a sheet of useful 
curves, any number of multiple copies of which cau be had 
from a standard curve sheet 18 in. x 18 in., arranged by 
the inventor expressly for the calculator board. 

Fig. 4, shows the calculator board curve-sheet, as used in 
practice, photographically reduced to about ith actual size. 

This sheet comprises several curves here mentioned, the 
first three of which were originally calculated by Mr. 
Schaefer, and published by Mr. J. Elton Young, in his 
useful book : * Electrical Testing for Telegraph Engineers.” 
For the calculator board these three curves have been 
recalculated to a larger scale than as hitherto published. 
All the other curves on the board are given for the first time. 


List OF CURVES PERMANENTLY PLOTTED ON CALCULATOR 


Boarpb. 
1•à2 7 
n 
Curve „  — 
Tiesi For Schaefer methods, where 
n = ratio of any two current 
йуз а powers. 
Curve * n 


Curve (»n)*? 


Curve :— Useful for Kennelly test. 


n — 1 
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Three curves, severally for expressions :— 
1 - 


1 
MX. T. EU" 


where М.А. -- milliamperes passing to cable. These are 
useful for Jona's graphic methods for computing true re- 
sistance to cable rupture. 

Two curves useful in the Rymer-Jones (modification of 
Cann’s) test on broken cables. 

Curve for reducing any reasonable difference between two 
temperatures expressed in degrees F. to equivalent difference 
expressed in degrees С. | 

Curve for obtaining Olark, Forde, Taylor temperature co- 
efficient for copper for any difference between two tempera- 
tures up to a difference of 46? F. 

Three curves for correcting resistance coils wound with— 


]. German silver, 
2. Platinum silver, 
8. Platinoid, 


for any difference under 46° F. between two temperatures. 

Four curves indicating voltage and cells necessary to pass 
5, 10, 20, 25 milliamperes direct through resistance 0 to 
4,600 ohms, 

Four curves indicating voltage and cells necessary to pass 
5, 10, 20, 25 milliamperes through Wheatstone bridge 
system with ratio 1,000 : 1,000 and cable resistance of 
0 w 4,600 ohms. 
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These last-mentioned eight curves are easily extended if 
required for any resistance higher than 4,600 obms. 

The curve sheet shown reduced in fig. 4 bears clear 
directions as to use and value of the graduated scales. 

The rectangular board B, on which is laid the curve sheet 
S, is contained in a rectangular frame, r, of seasoned wood. 

Two pairs of cursors, С, . . . . Сз and с, .... C, are 
fitted to the frame F, along the sides of which they may be 
moved, С . . . . Ca working at right angles to oo. . Cy 

The two cursors of each pair are adjustable respectivel 
on opposite and parallel sides of the frame F. 

Each pair of cursors are respectively inter-connected by 
threads т, and ту, or by strips of some convenient material 
such as celluloid, and the two strips T, and T, intersect each 
other at right angles. 

By the placing of the intersecting strips T, and т,, во that 
the point of their intersection coincides with a given point 
on any of the under-lying linear curves—say, р in fig. 1— 
the abscissæ and ordinates may be read off from the 
graduated scales Л and v to which extent respectively T, and 
Т. For the present one practical example will suffice. 

Required solution of the Schaefer expression 


1-8 
Mn 
зуу T 
* n — 1 
Bring т, to 2:16 on scale for n. Bring T, to intersect T, 
at point where т, intersects curve 


Vn 
r8 / 
з — 1 


where n = 2°16. 


. Read answer 2°23 on scale at 


extremity of T,. 

Millimetre scales on all four sides of the curve-sheet 
facilitate exact adjustment of 0, . . . . c and o. . . . Oy 
thereby ensuring rectangnlar intersection of T, and т,. 

T wo quadrante аге inscribed on the lower and opposite 
corners of the curve sheet (fig. 4.) By means of an extra 
thread or strip T, (fig. 1.) any angle with the horizontal 
may at once be obtained, and the radial line extended within 
the limits of the gheet S, 

For the rapid evaluation of the various classes of formule 
corresponding to the curves permanently recorded on 8, the 
curve sheet is provided with five different graduated scales— 
ordinates Gi, Ga, G3, Gy, G;; abscissæ, 9, Jas 93, Jas 5. 

G, and G, are “omnibus” scales suitable for general pur- 
poses, each extending to 460 millimetres. The superficial 
area of the curve sheet is graduated in sq. centimetres. 

Blank sheets of sectional paper can be provided with the 
calculator board, on which the engineer, the physicist, or the 
statistician may each plot out ourves to suit the require- 
ments of his own special line of work. 

To give some idea of the saving of labour accompanying 
the use of the calculator board, and of the encouragement 
which its well-nigh automatic solution of monotonous formulæ 
holds out to useful and interesting research, the following 
facts are quoted :— 

A long voyage in а cable ship afforded opportunity for 
experimental verification of various fault localising methods 
as applied to cable-core-copper exposures in sea water under 


different conditions as to currents applied and duration of 


immersion. During these researches the following expres- 
sions, amongst others, were, by means of the permanent 
curves registered on S, each straightway solved by two move- 
mente—viz., of T, and 7,. 


Y3 ,-—-— 


A/ n 
Expression 2 90 times, 

M n—1 

Mn 

$ ER 90 times, 
* n — 1 
l 0 

ay 160 times, 


M M A. 
for as many different values severally for n aud m.a. 

Regarding, now, arrangement and operation under fore- 
going heading b :— 

Between the plane of action of cursor strips TI, Ta» and the 
underlying curve sheet S lies a sheet of colourless celluloid— 
transparent, but with a matt or slightly roughened surface. 
This material is, of course, lighter than and not во breakable 
as ground glass. 

The sheet celluloid is sufficiently transparent to permit of 
all curves, figures and graduated scales on the underlying 
sheet S being perfectly legible, while the matt surface of the 
overlying celluloid can be used as a working board for all 
kinds of pencil work, which, when done with, can easily be 
erased with a wet sponge. 

By the combined use of the omnibus" scales of abscissse 
and ordinates bordering sheet S, and the cursor strips, T,, Ts, 
a series of points may quickly be plotted out ou the matt- 
surface transparent sheet celluloid, thus arriving at any 
required curve, such, e g., as that for showing sea tempera- 
tures at various depths, necessary for the correction to be 
applied to various sections of a laid submarine cable. 

Once the required curve has been obtained on the basis of 
a sufficient number of temperature soundings, temperatures 
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Fio. 5. 
+....4 actual size, eight sete, comprising a total of 40 


Jona localisation curves; “8” to scale zero, 0 to cable 
or false zero. 

Each set of five is made up of curves from J, 47, F, W, 
: 500 lbs. Ou 
and flush - cut copper exposures in core, SIBI Gg 

N.M, 

The true resistance to break, which in all cases was ap- 
proximately 2,000 ohms, is shown in fig. 5 by the short 
upright close to, or almost coinciding with, 2,000 on the 
horizontal line on which, also, 2,050 is given to show 
degree of accuracy in present case. These records were 
obtained on different dates during the series of experiments 
already alluded to. 

The varied curve contours apparent in the different sets 
are due to changed conditions of which, here, it is not a 
question, although this matter may again be referred to in 
some future article. 

The calculator board, by reason of its omnibus scales, 
facilitates all graphic methods such, e.g., as Foster's sine or 
tangent galvanometer testa for internal resistance and E.M.F. 
^ of a battery; also graphic forms of the Muirhead battery 
test with Kelvin galvanometer; the Siemens equal potential 
cable fault localisation test; the Betts fault test; various 
fall of potential methods; and, lastly, Black’s beautiful 
graphic method of determining “R” in the Anderson- 
Kennelly earth-overlap test. 

The reverse side of the calculator is an improved drawing 
board found very useful for drawings to scale, the ruling of 
equidistant paralled lines on blank paper, the drawing up 
of electrical summary forms during cable repairs, and many 
other purposes. 

In fig. 2, E, and Es represent hard-wood scales graduated 
in cm. and mm., whilst E,, Е,, are scales in inches and 12ths 
of inches. The latter arrangement is very handy for scale 
drawings of an inch to the foot. 

In fig 1, knobs к enable the board to be laid on ite face 
without damage to cursors 0), Оу, О, C,. 

The grooves, d, in the frame F (fig. 1), will be found 
convenient receptacles for paper strips inscribed with highly 
summarised data, or formule, a small thermometer in F. and 
С.,° or any other diminutive article to the fancy of the owner 
of the board. 


A strong brass handle, and a water-proof cover are 
adjuncts of the calculator board which render it conveniently 
portable. | 

We have great pleasure in being the means of placing 
before our readers this most ingenious and novel device, 
which is the fruit of arduous labours on the part of the 
inventor, and will be the means of saving, to an enormous 
extent, the time and brains of its users. ö 


THE ELECTROLYTIC PRODUCTION OF 
OXYGEN AND HYDROGEN BY THE GARUTI 
PROCESS. 


Mr. EMILE GUARINI gives a complete description, in the 
Scientific American supplement for June 27th, of the Garuti 
rocess for the electrolytic manufacture of oxygen and 
ydrogen from water. The author first recounts the 
practical difficulties in this 5 among which have been 
the complete separation of the gases and the excessive E. M. F. 
required for the decomposition. Many investigators have 
attempted to find a satisfactory diaphragm for this purpose, 
and among thoee things which have been tried are porcelain, 
pipe clay, and carbon, none of which have proved satis- 
factory. 
In the Garuti process an iron diaphragm is used, and is во 
constructed that it forms a barrier between the gases above 
the surface of the liquid, and is perforated to allow the pas- 


Fra. 1. 


sage of the ourrent below the surface of the electrolyte. It 
is obviously important not to allow the P.D. to exceed the 
decomposing value for the electrolyte on the opposite sides of 
this metallic diaphragm, otherwise it will act as an inter- 
mediate electrode and liberate oxygen and hydrogen, thus 
forming an explosive gas on both sides, bat this difficulty is 
entirely obviated by economical considerations as, if such 


were to take place, it would be because an altogether excessive 
voltage was being used. The electrolyte is a 25 per cent. 
solution of caustic soda, and the vats and both electrodes are 
made of iron or steel. The electrodes are said to last several 
years, which fact must depend on the purity of the caustic. 

The theoretical decomposition voltage would be about 
1:5 volts, but in practice with a 25 per cent. solution of 
caustic 2°0 volta are required, or with a mach weaker elec- 
trolyte 2:4 volta. The caustic, of course, remains unchanged, 
and only the water is decomposed. 

With this latter voltage and allowing for a production of 
04 litre of hydrogen and 0°2 litre of oxygen per ampere-hour, 
the production per kilowatt-hour would be 166°6 litres of 
hydrogen and 83:3 litres of oxygen. The production of 
1 cubic metre (85 cub. ft.) of the mixed gases therefore 
requires four kilowatt-hours. 

Fig. 1 shows diagrammatically the principle of the appa- 
ratus, the central partition just dipping below the surface of 
the liquid. Figs 2 and 3 show the actual apparatus in 
section. There is a series of electrodes separated by metallic 
partitions which are perforated underneath the surface of the 
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electrolyte and are suspended. The hoods are so arranged 
that each one collects the gas from every alternate electrode, 
and thus one hood collects the hydrogen and the other the 
oxygen. This process is already being exploited in the 
States on a fairly large scale, and the same company is 
devoting a good deal of attention to the methods of utilising 
the gases to the best advantage in the various arts. 


A CURIOUS SPECIFICATION. 


THOSE representatives of electricity meter manufacturers 


who are not away from town on their holidays, have had 
during the past few days to puzzle out the meaning of one 
of the most curious and contradictory specifications we have 
recently had before us for examination. We refer to that 
issued on behalf of the Aston Manor Urban District Council, 
by Mr. R. P. Wilson, their consulting engineer. : 

The contract is for the supply of meters for a period of 
three years, though if at any time the contractor fails to 
deliver the full number of meters required within one week 
from date of order (or shall we say demand), it sball be 
within the power of the Council either to determine the 
eontract or to impose a penalty of 5 per cent. of the total con- 
tract sum per week. To begin with, this loophole renders 
the contract practically binding only on the contractor, for 
the meters are of a special character. 

The system of supply at Aston is three-wire direct-current 
230 volts between inner and outers. The meters are to 
record in **watt-hours," and register direct in Board of 
Trade units without the employment of any constant. The 
sizes vary from 5 amperes to 120 amperes. 

The contractors must state the no-load loss, full-load 
loss, and give guarantees as to the accuracy of the 
meters at full, one-tenth, and one-fiftieth load. This latter 
is surely a refinement with a five-ampere meter representing, 
as it does, a little over one-half the current required for 
an ordinary 8-C.P. 230-volt lamp. 

Other requirements are, noiselessness, incapacity to run on 
shunt-circuit only, ability to withstand for apparently an 
indefinite time an overload of 50 per cent., and compensa- 
tion for temperature errors. These are usual, and can be 
met by several of the best makes now hefore the public. 

This cannot, however, be said of the stipulation that each 
meter shall be provided with a resistance, or other suitable 
device, which, when operated by a time switch (apparently 
to be supplied under another contract), will cause the meter 
to register at exactly four times the actual rate. "This is to 
be done without any variation in the range of accuracy, and 
no wonder the contractor is allowed a certain license 
in devising answers to the conundrum thus innocently 
placed before him. 
` Meter cases are to be returned by the Council, and the 
price must not be included in the contract, is the statement 
in one paragraph ; the next but one states that these cases 
will only be returned at the request of the contractor, and 
then only at is erpense. 

The above are a few examples of the way in which one 
paragraph of the specification contredicts another, and the 
reference to the ''time-switch " is quite insufficient to 
enable any tenderer without further information to prepare 
an offer which will at the same time be fair to the Council 
and to himself. 

It cannot be too clearly understood that such ambiguity in 
drafting specifications only tends to increased prices, and it 
would be not only interesting but instructive to the members 
of the Aston Council, if, before accepting any offer which 
may be made to them, they made inquiries as to the sum by 
which the offers had been increased in order to meet the 
unknown risks which by the specification the tenderers are 
called upon to undertake. 


New Switches.—In our notice of Messrs. Ward and 
Goldstone’s switches, which appeared in our issue of August 7th, we 
omitted to mention that Messrs A. W. Richards & Co., of 70 and 71, 
Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C., are the sole London agents, and 
that inquiries for these switches and British-made electrical material 
of any kind will be promptly attended to, 


SPEED AND PUBLIC SAFETY.* 


[Тни PREVALENCE or Serious MisHaPp—THE GREATER ОРРОВ- 
TUNITIES FOR ACCIDENT WITH HEAVIER AND FASTER 
VEBICLES—THE OPERATOR'S INTELLIGENT UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE DANGER SPACE AHEAD AND THE ULTIMATE Possi- 
BILITY OF CONTROL—THE ADDED RESPONSISILITY OF THE 
Ровілс-—– Нан SPEED wirH SKILFUL HAN DLG Con- 
PARATIVELY 8aFH—THE REGULATION OF REcEkLESS DRIVING 
SHOULD NOT BE SUCH A8 TO ELIMINATE ALL CONVENIENCE 
TO THOSE WHO OBFY THE Law.] 


By Dr. LOUIS BELL. 


die 


THE last few years have seen a very large increase in the number of 
fast and heavy motor-driven vebicles used in one way or another on 
the public roads, and the result bas been so ghastly a muster-roll of 
accidents that public safety demands a grave consideration of the 
problems that have arisen. Ia the list of offenders must be joined 
in evil notoriety both recklessly driven automobiles and reck- 
lessly driven electric cars. One can hardly pick up a morning 
paper without finding fatalities due to both causes, and the 
frequency of these accidents appears to be on the increase even 1n 
proportion to the number of vehicles in service. Accidents from 
vehicles and from street cars have never been rare of late years, 
but the present epidemic of negligence demands and will receive 
drastic treatment if it continues much longer. 

Neither the electric car nor the automobile is necessarily a 
menace to safety on the public street, but both may become so 


when carelessly managed, and in point of fact both must be во classed ` 


in numerous instances. The cause of the recent gruesome liet of 
accidents is not to be sought in the increased speeds alone, nor in & 
marked increase of personal carelessness, but in the combination of 
high speed, involving new conditions of control, with lack of proper 
skill or care on the part of the operators. As has often been 
pointed out, the fast driving rough in a buggy has been responsible 
for many accidents and has often exceeded the legal rate of speed, 
but the same chap in a 40-mile-an-hour “ Red Devil” has vastly 
greater opportunities in both directions, and has improved them 
with an assiduity worthy of a better object. Moreover, his new 
resource has very largely increased the proportion of killed among 
his victims. The electric car likewise has, іп carelees hands or 
through various chances for wbich the motorman may or may not 
be responsible, & long list of accidents to its discredit as the horse 
car had before it, but the ordinary tramoar is one thing and the 
fast inter-urban car is quite another when it comes to the question 
of adequate control. The result is painfully manifest in increased 


frequency and severity of collisions, and the preseat summer has 


started out as & record breaker in this particular. 

These accidents, if accidents they can be called when reckless 
operation is the cause, occur in spite of undeniably better safety 
precautions than in the past, and an inquiry into their cause aad 
into possible remedies is certainly pertinent. à 

The ostensible causes are very various, but when gone carefully 
over and classified, they simmer down to one exceedingly simple 
proposition, viz, the car was not under the control that ite speed 
and the proximity of possible obstacles demanded. The actual 
cause of this lack of control may be various; in rare—very rare— 
instances tbe brakes fail though a definite fault; more commonly 
they fail because they have not been properly tested and inspected ; 
the motorman may have been coasting recklessly, or may have been 
racing up toa blind curve in the opinion that nothing could be 
beyond it. In the writer's opinion, however, these collisions occur 
geuerally not through sheer carelessness in inspecting or operating 
the equipment, but through perhaps equally culpable ignorauce as 
to the real weaning of proper control. Most fast interurban cars 
are kept in first-class operating order, supplied with good brakes, 
and manned by sober and intelligent crews, who would not 
wittingly take what they believed to be long chances. 

But not one motorman in twenty fully realises the length of the 
dangerous space in front of his car or knows from experience what 
actual space is required for stopping the car at the various speeds at 
which he is wonted to run. Until this knowledge is generally dis- 
aeminated and acted upon the present epidemic of collisions wiil 
continue. The dangerous space of a car is the distance required at 
any speed for stopping after the brakes are set. This distanoe 
obviously increases witn the speed and weight of the car, and wita 
any unfavourable condition of the track, and it is mainly the 
increased speed and weight that are responsible for the added 
dangers tbat have come witn modern fast interurban cars. The 
actual length of the dangerous space under service conditions is so 
much greater than is popularly supposed that collisions can and do 
occur when the motormen believe tnemselves entirely safe. After 
the wreck there is a complaint that the brakes did not hold, 
whereas the fact is that they did hold all that could reasou- 
ably be expected, but were simply incapable of the task set before 
them. - 

In an Institute paper read last year by Mr. J. D. Keiley may be 
found a valuable summary of results in braking modern electric 
cars that ougnt to be read by every street railway man ia the 
country, from the presidents down to the motormen. Toe experi- 
ments related to & modern car, weighing about 18 tons, and ticted 
successively with various brakes, the operating speeds being about 
12 to18 miles per hour. At the latter speed the space required for 
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stopping varied from 101 ft. with the best attainable power brake 
to 205 ft. with a first-class band brake worked for all it was worth. 
The track was in good condition, the brakes were in perfect order, 
and the stops were emergency stops, using all the pressure possible 
without skidding. Adding to these distances 50 per cent. to make 
safe allowance for unfavourable conditions of track or apparatus, 
and it at once becomes evident that to take an average car at this 
speed the dangerous space ranges from about 50 yds. to over 100 уде. ; 
the former with power brakes, the latter with hand brakes. And 
it should be added that under these conditions the average power 
brake would show a dangerous space nearer 75 уйе. than 50. 
These ага actual experimental results not likely to be bettered 
appreciably. At higher speeds, which are often reached on inter- 
urhan lines, the dangerous space is likely to be 100 yda. or more. 

Now the application of these figures is obvious. If on an inter- 
urban line running such cars on a single track, an approaching car 
looms up through the fog or around a curve a couple of hundred 
feet ahead, a collision is practically inevitable, and unless the 
mot rmen act with great promptness and judgment it is likely to be 
& serious one. It is useless to charge up such an occurrence to the 
brakes being out of order, for they are simply incapable of doing 
the work set for them. The only way to safety, aside from an 
absolute block system, which is very hard to apply to a long inter- 
urban live, is reducing the speed at all points and times when there 
is not clear and visible track ahead to the extent of double the 
danger space. On double-track roads and as respects other vehicles 
the full danger space of clear track will ensure safety. Ualess such 
ап allowance of space in made the car is not under control for the 
purposes of public safety, and should be considered as running 
negligently. Once the idea of dangerous space is fully grasped, 
the avoidance of collisions and other accidents becomes relatively 
simple. No one blames a motorman who runs with due caution 
and keepa his car under proper control, but in order to do this he 
must underetand what it means. On the other hand, the public 
is not without its increased responsibilities. It should understand 
that what was ample leeway in crossing a car track 10 years ago 
is to-day taking desperate chances, and should govern itself ac- 
cordingly. A car running at even 15 miles per hour covers 22 ft. 
per second, and ie likely to require nearly 40 yde. for a stop. 
Increased speed has come as the result of a general demand, and is 
an important factor in the comfort of urban life. The real ques- 
tion is the safe limit of speed when the cars sbare the roadway 
with other vehicles. Questions of right of way are comparatively 
simple, because the electric car is confined to a track that all may 
вее and avoid. And as to the actual speed permissible, it is likely 
with present conditions that the common limit of 15 miles 
per hour on public roads is not far from right. That is, 
апу considerable increase ahove that meximum is likely to 
involve considerable added danger. But whatever the nominal 
limit of speed the important thing is that the motorman should 
know bis dangerous space and keep his car under control 
accordiogly. Demands for high speed will resolve themselves into 
practically requiring a separate right of way, already common on 
fast interurben lines. 

Speed questions concerning the automobile are very much more 
troublesome. The automobile bas far less dangerous space, based 
on braking capacity, tbau the electric car, and it also can readily 
turn out for other vehicles. On the other hand, it has generally 
far greater capatity for speed and is run at higher speed in far 
more dangerous circumstances. The writer firmly believes tbat 
the automobile has come to stay and that it should be fairly 
treated and given reasonable encouragement, Nevertheless, it 1s 
only too obvious that it is often operated so recklessly 
that it is a grave терасе to other occupants of the highways. 
A legal speed limit is fixed for automobiles, but everybody 
knows that most such vehicles are deliberately intended 
for far higher speeds and run above the legal limit customarily 
and intentionally. Furthermore, in careful hands they can do this 
safely and without inconvenience toanybody. A skilfally-handled 
machine at 20 or 25 miles an hour is far lees dangerous than one in 
reckless hands at balf such speed, bnt unhappily the carefol haud- 
liog is frequently at thé lower speed and the criminal] recklessness 
at the higher. 

The whole question of safe automobile speeda resolves itself into 
eliminating the person who drives his auto, or causes it to be driven 
with impudent and brutal disregard of the rights of other travellers. 
The occupant of the Red Devil has just as much, and no more, pri- 
vilege on the highway than Weary Ragglen, plodding along towards 
the next township. Ав а class, Mr. Raggles has far more rights, 
for he can outvote his more speedy fellow traveller ten to one. It ia 
altogether impudent for the latter to bluster and demand the right 
to butt the former into the ditch. In solemn fact, the entire con- 
tingent who owns, or habitually rides in, automobiles is, and will be 
for a long time to come, so minute a fraction of the population that 
ite collective rights are utterly inconsequential in tbe public welfare. 
And of this small fraction only a small number have to be con- 
sidered in relation to speed. Nine automobilists out of ten intend to 
be law-abiding, to pay due regard to the rights of their fellows, 
and to behave in all respecte like decent citizens that they are. It 
is the tenth man who blatantly denounces all regulations as 
outrageous, runs at fall speed through crowded streets, laughs and 
puts on mure speed when a horse bolts, and skips the town when he 
runs down a pedestrian. In point of fact, he bas no more “right " 
to career through the highways than he would have to insist on 
rifle shooting in tbe public parks. 

And the task before the community is to restrain this tenth man 
without needlessly inconveniencing the other nine. Speed limite, 
as at present administered, are utterly farcical. If low enough to 
remove the real and serious danger it is so low as to rob the auto- 
mobile of the properties that will ultimately render it most 
valuable. As generally constituted, the limits are so low that they 


are frequently passed in complete inpoeence, and the usual plan of 
police traps to catch the offenders generally gets the wrong men. 
No speed limit can be properly enforced as generally managed, 
since no man without using a stop watch can definitely state 
whether the speed was a quarter mile above or below the limit. 
There is just one way їп which a speed limit can be enforced—by 
absolutely forbidding the ase on public highways of motor vehicles 
capable of operating above the limit on level ground, under 
penalty of permanent forfeiture of license and fine if necessary. 


The maximum speed of а vebicle can be tested before licensing, and 


re-examined if there is reason to eu t fraud. This would be 
dr istic bnt effective, and it is up to” the law-abiding majority of 
automobilists to see that it is made unne ; 

It is utterly silly to prate about the spirit of the times demanding 
more liberal speeds, and to cite electric cars as justification. The 
fast automobile is not a common carrier nor a public convenience, 
It is and is likely to remain a private vehicle used for pleasure by 
a few tenths of a per cent. of the population. The automobile as a 
practical working vehicle for ordinary pu will involve no 
serious speed questions. A speed limit of 15 miles ап bour, 
enforced, as just noted, would probably be actually a good thing 
for the progress of the art, tending to the development of useful 


~ vehicles capable of running long distances under load, and 


eliminating most of the objectionable characters who would abandon 
the sport if kept to moderate speed. 

From the standpoint of public safety, one of the most serious 
matters is the insuriog of automobilists by casualty companies 
agaiost damages resulting from killing of injuring their fellow 
travellers. If this practice continues the riske even at moderate 
speeds will be greatly increased. It comes as near to putting a 
premium on criminal carelessness as anything well can. The only 
proper rejoinder is to make a special criminal statuto to cover 
iojaries inflicted by vehicles of all sorts due to carelessness of the 
driver or his master, if a co-occupant of the vehicle. A moderate 
term in the penitentiary for a few offenders would settle the pre- 
sent difficulties more speedily than anything else, and the average 
jary сап be trusted to convict the criminally reckless and release 
the innocent. Fines are worse than useless against the offenders, 
particularly if iusured, bat imprisonment would not be а nice thing 
tocontemplate. A proper statute of this sort would render a speed 
limit almost needless, or at least would allow a much higher limit 
tban at present without increasing the danger of accidents. Finally, 
there ought to bea statute settling a proper rule of the road for 
vehicles of various sorte, based on the same sort of common-‘ense 
requirements as the marine rules in universal nse. Our present 
rules fail in not including the contingencies arising from enormous 
differences of speed, weight and general managing ability. The 
automobile is a menace to safety only when recklessly used, and 
regulations concerning it should be aimed at recklessness, and not 
made to inflict petty annoyances on the law-abiding. 


THE RAMSGATE TRAMCAR ACCIDENT.— 
BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY. 


Ат the offices of the Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways Co, 
St. Peters, on August 19th, Colonel Von Donop, the inspector 
appointed by the Board of Trade, held an inquiry iuto tbe circum- 
stances attending the tram accident which occurred in Belle Vue 
Road, Ramsgate, on August 12th. The authorised speed between 
Albion Road and Victoria Road is four miles an hour, and for the 
re st of the route six miles an hour. Both of the cars affected by the 
accident were double-decked bogie cars, and they both bad hand, 
electric, slipper, and reversing brakes. m 

The driver, JOHN CoLLIxS, was first called. He said that he had 
ben in the service of the company as a conductor and driver for about 
18 months. At the time of the mishap all of the brakes on bis car (No. 
36) were in good order. Heneverhad any difficulty in ascending or 
descending the steep gradients, some of which were 1 in 9. Oa this 
occasion, when about to make the descent of the hill, he gradually 
applied bis electric brake up to the third notch, but it had no 
effect эп checking the car. He then sanded the rails and applied 
the brake again up to the third notch; it acted successfully and 
the car slowed down to ite normal speed of four miles an hour. 
Then, just when he was about to sound the gong to warn passengers 
crossing at the junction of the roads the car seemed to shoot away 
from biu ; the brake was still on at the third notch, but he could 
not get any :znd. The handbrake was slightly applied, but net 
sufficiently to make the wheele skid. The electric brake was put 
on up to the fourth notch, and he also applied the handbrake 
tighter, but finding the car was still gaining speed he removed 
both brakes and shouted to the conductor to put on the brakes 
behind. He next applied his drag brake, but that bad no effect at 
all, so he reversed his controller handle and applied the current, bat 
without result. The collisi u then occurred with the up-going car, his 
speed being about 15 miles an hour. The rails were greasy as it 
bad just been raining. After the accident he saw that there was 
still sand in the sauabox; something must have got into the sand- 
pipe and preveuted the sand from running. 

Mr. HuMPHRIES (the resident engineer and local manager) said that 
the instructions when the rails were greasy were for the conductor 
to go ahead with а tand pail which was carried on each car for such 
emergencies and sand the rails. 

The Inspector: What seems so extraordinary in your statement 
is all these brakes failing one after the other. I can under- 
stand an accident happening and one brake failing to act. In this 
case you have three brakes, the hand brake, the electric brake, and 
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our track brake, and you have means of reversing your current 

e will leave out the last one, and take the three brakes, the hand 
brake, the electric brake, and the track brake. You apply all these 
three, and one after the other they all fail. That seems an extra- 
ordinary thing ? | 

CoLLINS: By applying the brake and getting no sand, the wheels 
were locked. Other men have had cars бо the same thing. 

You think now the wheels were locked ?—Yes, sir. When out 
with the car in the morning the car picked up speed with me. I 
applied the sand and got it under control again. 

Going down that steep bit you are inclined to think you skidded 
the wheels with your hand brake. You know the moment the 
wheels akid the electric brake does not act. If you let your hand 
brake off, the wheels revolve and then you apply your electric 
brake. Don't you think it possible your hand e skidded the 
wheels ?—No, sir, I had not the hand brake sufficiently tight on. 

If your electric brake skidded the wheels, themoment they are 
locked, the electric brake ceases to act and the wheels no longer 
skid. Therefore there is no necessity to let off the brake. Is not 
that во? 

Mr. HuuPHBIES: Quite so. Mr. Humphries said the men were 
thoroughly instructed in the action of the brakes. 


The IxSPEOTOB: I am afraid this man has not appreciated those 


instructions by the way he talks about it. (To Witness): Now 
the track brake, what explanation can you give me of that? Did 
ток ne the track brake at all that day ?—I used it going up 

e hill. 

Did you use the track brake going down the hill ?—No, sir. 

" Don't you use it going down some of the hills at Ramsgate ?— 

o, sir. 

Mr. HuMPHRIES : The brake is simply an emergency brake. 

The Ix8PZzCTOR: Did you use the track brake in descending hills 
that day ?—No, sir. | 

Did you take any steps at all that day to see whether the track 
brake was in working order ?—In the morning before I come out of 
the yard I always drop the track brake and try it. 

d you try it that morning, and did it stop your car ?—Yes, sir. 

Bunning forward ?—And backward. 

And it acted efficiently ?—Yes. 

W. A. CorPEN, the conductor of the car, was next called. He 
had been three weeks in the service of the company. Previous to 
that I was being trained with anotber man for about a week. I 
have not had any training as a driver. When the driver turned 
round and called to him to put on the brake, he was about the centre 
of the car, and had to get on to the platform. He had scarcely 
arrived on the platform when the collision happened. 

The IxsPECTOB: Then you did not put on your brakes at all ?— 
No, sir. When I arrived at the door I saw the trolley rope twisted, 
indicating to me that the trolley pole had left the line. 

Млзов KNELL, who had been in the service of the company since 
the time the line was first opened, about two and а half years, was 
called. He bad been driving just over a year, and was, on the 
afternoon of the 12tb, driving car No. 30, which collided with car 
No. 36. He did not notice No. 36 car approaching until his car 
was on the interlacing line. He could see that something was 
wrong, and that he would not be able to pull up at his stopping 
place. Then concluding that there must be а collision, he shut off 
the current and at once reversed. The car was just beginning to 
move slowly back when the collision occurred. He should think car 
No. 36 was рой ү; аб nearly 20 miles an hour at the time of the 
collision. It was drizzling at the time,and the rails were in a 

condition. He had had a lotofexperience with bogie cars, 

and had bad no trouble with them in descending gradients. If the 

- gear was in working order, they were rather nice cars to 
rive. 

The INSPECTOR: Are these cars just as easy to keep under con- 
trol on dercsading gradients as the light cars ?— They get more 
Ыг: ор, and once they get away they аге harder to stop. 

h n you descend а steep gradient with the light cars, you can 
apply the slipper brake before you start ?— Yes. 

Is that what you generally do on steep gradients ?—We do it on 
Fot Hill. 
ые gives you a good deal of power ?—Yes, it is an additional 

 W.th these bogie cars you cannot do that ?—We have not a 
s.ipper brake on them. We have a skate brake. 
ou cannot apply that before you descend the hill ?—No. 

On that account don't you think the light cars are under better 
contr.] cn descending gradients than the heavy ones ?—So far as 
that goes they are. 

I dont fancy in descending the hill at Belle Vue Road, that 
уол do apply the alij par brake before starting ?—No, sir. 

Even if a man is running down the hill with the small cars he 
does not apply the slipper brake before starting ?—No, sir. 

At Margateon the steep hill, you do apply it ?— Yes. 

Mr. HuwPHRIES: Do you have any trouble in descending Fort 
Eill with your bogie cars ?—No, sir. 

The INsPEOTOR: It is perfectly clear if it had been a light car 
the driver would not have been expected to apply the brake. 
On tl e cther band it would have acted as an additional brake. 

Mr. Номрнв1кв: I don't think an ordinary wooden slipper would 
act as an emergency brake. 

The INSPECTOR: It would act as an additional brake. 

Mr. HuxPHBIES: It would take so long to apply. 

The IxsPECTOR: We have these slipper brakes in use all over 
the kingdom. 

Mr. RichaRD HUMPHRIES, resident engineer and local manager, 
produced the car reports sheets of August 7th, 8th, 9tb, 10th and 
lltb, and no complaint had been entered by motormen using car 
No. 36 on those days. After the accident he found car 36 was off 
the road and wedged between car 30 and a column on the footpath 


on the left-hand side. The front bogie of car 36 had been lifted off 
the swivel and was at right angles to the truck. All the brake gear 
was smashed. He then went into the vestibule at the driver's end 
and found the controller set to reverse. They got the cars back to 
the depot as soon as possible, and overhauled them. The only 
things that he could test were the sand bopper and the sand valve, 
which apparently was allright. The sand flowed quite freely. 
There was still tand in the hopper, and the valve was working 
correctly though the driver's al and connecting bar were 
broken. The brakes were so badly bent that he could not try them. 
He inspected the controller contacts of the electric brake and found 


them in good order. 


The INSPECTOR : Ав far as you can judge from the driver Collins'e 
evidence, have you formed any idea as to the cause of the accident ? 
— The only explanation, in my opinion, although it is not formed 
on the evidence of the driver, for he states to the contrary, is that 
the hand brake was so applied that as soon as the car shot forward 
he skidded all the wheels 

Therefore the electric brake was inoperative ?— Yes. 

What about the track brake ?—That would also have been in- 
operative, but it was not applied until too late. 

The Town CLzBx: I believe it was a recommendation from Major 
Pringle that slipper brakes should be affixed to the whole of the 
cars. May І ask why it was not done? 

The Inspector: I don't think you need ask that, I have gone 
into the matter very fully and shall deal with it in my report. I 
should like to ask one question with reference to the slipper brakes. 
The track brakes which you have got on the bogie cars are 
different from what you have got on the single truck cars. Why 
cannot you apply similar brakes to the bogie cars? 

Mr. Номрнвтев said the application of the brake would not only 
tend to derail the bogie cars, but they would also get little or no 
pu He explained the working of the brakes used on the 

gie cars. Since they had fitted it to their cars the Americans had 
infringed upon it. The directors went thoroughly into the matter 
of Major Pringle's recommendation, and came to the conclusion 
that the ordinary type of slipper brake could not be fitted to the 
cars in their present condition, the smaller wheels being in front. 
In answerto the In r, Mr. Humphries said there was about 
70 per cent. of the weight on the big wheels and about 30 per cent. 
on the small wheels. If they put a track brake between them the 
front wheels would fly up off the track, there not being sufficient 
weight upon them. There would be a derailment on every curve. 
To apply the ordinary brake they would have to alter all their 
motors. 

The INSPECTOR: So far as the running brake is concerned, I think 
your brake is a very good one. 

Mr. HUMPHBIES: The ekate acta very well in preventing cars 

back. The directors went very carefully into the question 
at the time of Major Pringle's last report, and as the running back had 
been the only trouble experienced with bogie cars, they considered 
the application of this brake sufficient. No set type of slipper 
brake was aked for. We had to а great extent to use our own 
judgment and discretion. 

The IxSPECTOR: There is one question I should like to ask you. 
This accident has certainly shown there is a danger in bogic cars 
running down hills, What do you propose to do ?—I should have 
to interview my directors before I could answer that question. 

You recognise something will have to be done ?—4A case like this 
may never oocur again in the running of the line. I did not fit this 
brake on my own responsibility. The directors went most carefully 
into tho matter. 

That little bit of incline is rather dangerous. I am a little 
surprised to find you have not made ita rule with single truck 
cars to apply the slipper brake before starting down that bill?— 
We were running eighteen months before the slipper brake was 
fitted. That is the reason we have never enforced the regulation. 

The weak point about your case with these bogie cars is, if the 
hand brake is applied ao as to skid the wheels, the other two brakes 
are inoperative ?—That also applied to one of the most vaunted 
brakes on the market—the Westinghouse Magnetic. 

Yes; that is so. What it wants is not only the power to act 
by magnetism, but by hand as well We have suggested that 
the Westinghouse brake should be altered so as to make it 
applicable by hand as well?— We recognise the importance of 
sanding. We bave always made a point of getting our sand right 
away from Canterbury. We don't trust to sea sand, which clogs. 
Before the sand is put on any car it goes through a {-іп. mesh, 
to prevent any possibility of the sand choking. We also put an 
emergency bucket on each car, and if the motorman is at all 
doubtful of his rails, the conductor is sent on ahead of him to 
sand the rails. 

The Іхврестов: The sanding arrangement appears all right, and 
there is evidence that the sanding arrangements were in good order 
at the top of the hill, and there was sand in the box at the bottom 
of the hill, and, so far as the apparatus could be tested, it appeared 
to work very well. Therefore, I shall accept that. 

The witness KNELL was recalled to give evidence as to the poesi- 
tion of the controller handles immediately after the accident. He 
said very soon after the accident he noticed the position of the 
reversing handle. It was in a position to reverse the current. The 
controller handle was on the third notch. 

Mr. HUMPHRIES: It was extremely unfortunate that the trolley 
left the wire. There was no doubt his trolley pole was off the 
wire, and therefore his reversing had no effect at all. 

Tbe INSPECTOR asked if the town clerk of Ramsgate had any 
further questions to ask. 

The Town CLERK: I think the questions you asked about the 
the bogie cars are all I wished to raise. 

In answer to the IxsPkcTOB, Mr. НомрРнвгав stated that the 
regulation speed was six miles an hour from the top of the hill 
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down to Albion Road, and four miles an hour from Albion Road to 

Victoria Road, and then six miles after that. 

1 Inspector : I think you had better put a stop оп at Albion 
Mr. НомривтЕв : I have already done во. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Automatic Fire Alarms. 


I shall be glad if you will allow me space to reply to a letter 
by Mr. Guarini in your August 7th issue, That gentleman 
deals with your comments upon the paper read by me at the 
International Fire Congress last month, and, although I do 
not think he intends to convey any unfair inference, I think 
he succeeds in unintentionally doing so. I have no doubt 
Mr. Siemens will reply to his reflections upon the system 
described by him, because I know that he cán do so very 
effectively by proving a directly opposite result. 

On my own account, however, I have one or two things 
to set right. Your correspondent speaks of the difficulty of 
equipping a city like London with a transmitter from every 
house, &c., to the fire station, and goes on to say by his 
wireless appliance one receiving set would be sufficient for a 
city. So it is with our system; and, as far us I know, with 
every other. Assuming a whole city to be protected, the 
number of transmitters could be one from each block, or in 
any other proportion that the engineer entrusted with the 
installation considered necessary, and, so far as this is con- 
cerned, I see no difference between the wireless system advo- 
cated and the systems of to-day. 

Your correspondent speaks of line interruptions due to 
atmospheric pressures, snow storms, &c., or alteruatively to 
the heavy cost of underground lines, but this, in practice, is 
really a negligible quantity. It has been my privilege to 
protect many millions of pounds’ worth of property and to 
place it in connection with many of the principal fire brigade 
stations in the kingdom, both by overhead and by under- 
ground metallic pairs. Theoretically, we ought to have had 
trouble with the overhead circuits, and to а reduced extent 
with the conduit wires as well; but all I can say is, that in 
practice this does not “pan out" to be the case. Brigade 
connection by either route has never failed ug, and the cost 
is anything but excessive My own experience—and I 
think it is as least as large as that of any other fire alarm 
engineer in the kingdom—is that the average ccst of 
connection between the protected building and the fire 
brigade station by a properly insulated metallic circuit 
(either as an aerial pair or the component part of any under- 
ground or overhead cable) is well under £3 per annum; 
and this includes the cost of maintenance and upkeep. 
Distance from fire station, average turn-out time of brigades, 
water supply and pressure, and capacity of appliances, are 
all taken into account by the experienced engineer, and 
these practical considerations often oblige him to decline 
commissions from far outlying buildings or others com- 
paratively close where the brigades are untimely to muster, 
or their horses, held under retainer, are liable to be absent 
on other duties when needed. For this reason, automatic 
fire brigade connections very seldom exceed 1} miles, and 
average only about 6 furlongs in length. In some cases our 
clients prefer both the overhead and underground connection 
to either of them separately ; and when you are protecting 
an industry of any maguitude, and have put in an automatic 
installation which runs well into four figures, the £5 or £6 
or £10 а year for the maintenance and upkeep of the 
circuits by each route is a mere bagatelle, and is cheerfully 
paid by our cliente. 

I have watched from its inception the developments of 
wireless telegraphy, and shall be only too glad to adopt it 
when it has sufficiently proved its reliability, its freedom 
from miscarriage or interpolation, and the way is clear. 

The necessity that a call of fire should reach its destina- 
tion with absolute certainty and freedom from mutilation 
will be at once admitted, and if it is possible for any prac- 
tical joker to interpolate “ rats” into a wireless message (as 
was done on a recent historical occasion), I do not see that it 
is sufficiently established that a Marconi signal intended for 
any other destination may not inadvertently stray into and 


complicate the fire call and send the brigade to one part of 
the city when they are wanted in another. Another objec- 
tion, too—and it is existing practical difficulties and not 
ideal conditions that govern the practice of the engineer— 
is the repugnance of the brigades themselves to receive 
unsupported telegraphic signals, which will ensure the reten- 
tion of the present means of connection for many years. 
Here and there, one, perhaps, in 100, a brigade station pos- 
seases a working electrician, and in this case it may be possible 
to put in a wireless receiving set. By far the greater 
number, however, refuse to accept a telegraphic receiver, 
because there is no one upon their staff who is capable of 
looking after it, and there is a constant fear that dots will 
be misread for dashes and vice versd, with the result that 
the squads will be sent to wrong districta, and that the 
brigade will be brought into contumely thereby. For this 
reason, extensive as my experience had been, I am well 
within the mark in stating that the majority of brigade 
officers look primarily to the legibly engraved shutter for 
the message, and only attach secondary importance to the 
coded bell signal or tape as confirmatory evidence. It is 
not pap to moralise as to whether this ought to be the 
case or not, but I simply atate existing facta. The dropping 
of a shutter by a line contact does not mislead the brigade, 
because the confirmatory message or coded ring is not forth- 
coming. Has Mr. Guarini taken this into account ? 

Another matter your correspondent has possibly over- 
looked is that in the United Kingdom Parliament has con- 
ferred upon H.M. Postmaster-General the absolute monopoly 
of telegraphic signalling, automatic and otherwise ; and it 
will be necessary for him before he can practice to obtain un 
abrogation of this privilege so far as fire calls are concerned. 
This will entail a critical examination of every detail of bis 
system by the experienced and thorough-going engineers of 
the department; and I think it is extremely unlikely that 
such a licence will be granted until time has shown that 
transmission of wireless fire signals will not interfere with 
wireless commercial telegraphy, or vice versd. I wish your 
correspondent every success; but he has yet much to do 
and a long way to go before he can consider his system as 
practicable commercially. In the end, the matter will 
resolve itself into a consideration of advantages. The cost 
of detection and position indication will not enter into this 
deal, or if it does, it cannot possibly be in favour of the 
detector your correspondent employs. The crux will be the 
most economical and reliable method of transmitting 
the call from the building attacked to the fire station, and 
this in practice is an utterly unimportant detail, as far as 
the large industrial concerns who employ the fire alarm 
engineer are concerned. 


49, Queen Street, Glasgow, 
August 19th, 1903. 


Geo, W. Oatway. 


Wanted: A Good Commercial Incandescent Lamp. 


“Н.Н. M." asks in the last issue of the ELECTRICAL 
Review, “Can any of cur lamp makers tell us when we are 
to get a good commercial incandescent lamp?” If 
“Н. Н. M." will kindly communicate with us, we shall be 
happy to prove to him that the Nernst lamp is the one he is 
looking for. His objections to it are initial cost, and 
sensitiveness to change of voltage. With regard to initial 
cost, we have to say that this is very small indeed, considering 
the saving in current and further considering that the lamp 
itself lasts several years. The following example will show 
this :—A large London business house saved by using Nernst 
lamps £34 5s., or 81 per cent. of the entire lighting bill in 


one year, taking all renewals into full account, while a much 


more extensive illumination was obtained. The alterations 
and the initial cost of Nernst lamps amounted to £32 4s., 
at 25 per cent. amortisation (which is ample for every con- 
dition), a net saving of £26 4s. per annum, or 24 per cent. 
remains. 

With regard to voltage, this point has been overcome long 
ago, and we are in a position to refer Н. H. M." to Nernst 
lamp installations that, give perfect satisfaction, and effect a 
huge saving, although the voltage varies 5 per cent. and 
more. 


The Electrical Co., Ltd. 
London, W.C. 
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Earth Finding. 


I send you herewith an account of what I believe to be a 
new method of localising an earth, which may be of interest 
and useful to your readers. To find an earth on a plain 
run of cable, go and return, is easy; Murray's, Varley’s and 
other methods are well known. I prefer Murray's, modified 
by the use of a slide wire for the ratio arma, but any otber will 
do. To find an earth on a branching circuit, however, is 
not quite so simple, and I am encouraged to believe that 
my method is original by the fact that I have just worked 


it out, after asking all my friends for it in vain. I know  — 


that in the old days of house wiring on the tree system, the 
usual method of finding a fault was by cutting and trying," 
and I have known that to be done on distributors in the 
streets, во some engineers at Jeast must be unaware of the 
test I will now describe. 

Let fig. 1 represent a branching circuit, and F the posi- 
tion of the fault. Now, bridge any pair of ends and take a 
loop test by Murray’s or other method. Now, it is obvious 
that the perfect branches other than the one looped will not 
be traversed by any current, and will therefore not produce 


Fia. 2. 


any effect. If fortune has favoured you and yon have 
looped the right circuit you find your fault at once; but if 
not, suppose you have looped at в, then you are testing a 
loop from the main connection M to B and back, with a fault 
at the end of a long tapping. Fig. 2 shows this circuit; 
it is simply fig. 1 with the insignificant wires omitted. 
Your test shows the fault at the joint marked 7. Now loop 
again any pair of wires fed from the joint J, not between 
J, and B. Fortune may favour you again; but if not, sup- 
pose you bridge the ends at c. The fault will have moved 
on to Jẹ} Repeat the process looping at р and x. The 
apparent position of the fault will move on each time until 
you locate it at r when looping a. If the fault should be 
actually at one of the joints it will not appear to move on 
after you bridge a different pair of ends. Indeed, if at any 
step in the process you locate the fault twice in the same 
place with different ends bridged, that is the place. This 
method saves a lot of trouble and expense in cutting and 
joining again. 
G. C. Knight, 
Engineer, Finchley Electric Light Co., Ltd. 


The Existence of Ether. 


There has been much speculation upon the existence of 
the ether of space, and it seems reasonable that this hypo- 
thetical fluid or body postulated to have the power of trans- 
mitting physical sensation, must be at least partially physical, 
and its existence capable of being demonstrated experi- 
mentally in the following manner :— 

The apparatus required to consist of a chamber capable of 
carrying a high vacuum and fitted at the bottom with а 
delicately adjusted and movable pan connected to a recording 
pressure indicator fixed external to the chamber; small 
quantities of an explosive mixture of high power to be fired 
on the pan under varying atmospheric pressures ranging 
from norma] to high vacuum, and the value of back pressure 
on pan tabulated in a curve. "The theoretical value of back 
pressure at each point for the inertia of a definite body of gas 
evolved under the same conditions must now be calculated 
and the results also tabulated in a curve. I admit that the 
difficulties in the way of obtaining this theoretical set of 
readings is enormous, but not beyond mathematics and 
physics. Although the curves did not coincide, if they did 
nol run absolutely parallel, the existence of ether would be 
demonstrated. 


If we speculate that electricity may be ether, electricity, 
we say, bebaves as if it had inertia.” Iam very much of 
the opinion that it will soon be universally admitted that 
electricity is possessed of real inertia, as the induction theory 
does not satisfactorily explain the phenomenon that bears 
that name ; hence from speculating that ether may be elec- 
tricity or vice versá and possess inertia, it would be highly 
interesting to perform the above experiment in a magnetic 


field. 
| George Nairn. 
Sutton. 


Fiscal Policy. 


I have been greatly interested in the discussions which 
have been caused by Mr. Byng's remarks on Free Trade v. 
Protection. It is indeed a very difficult problem to solve, 
although, personally, I would very much like to see Protec- 
tion given a trial. The comment on the printer and his 
motor does not appeal to one so much as does the fact of 
local governing bodies going abroad for their machinery. 
* Let Glasgow Flourish” is the motto of Glasgow, but I 
fail to see how they can expect to flourish, when, for the 
sake of a few pounds and perhaps a month or so, they let 
the contract for the equipment of the largest: tramway 
Scheme in Britain to foreign firms, with & few exceptions. 
I should like to refer to a noteworthy point in connection 
with Corporation contracts. In the Contracts column of 
this and other electrical journals tenders are invited every 
week for electrical appliances. Let us take, for example, 
7 Urban District Council and call it X. It advertises 
thus :— . 

*'The U.D.C. of X invites tenders for steam dynamos, 
switchboard, &c.“ Further down it goes on to say that 
the successful contractor wil be bound to pay union or 
standard wages, observe certain working bours, and so on. 
This undoubtedly deserves great credit on the part 
of the U.D.C. of X; but wait & month or 8o, and 
in the Contracts Closed column you will find that The 
U.D.C. of X has accepted the following tenders, viz., 
——, of Germany or America, for steam dynamos; , of 
Germany or America, for switcbboards,” and so on. In 
Short, this well-meaning U.D.C., which, in the first place, 
showed its eagerness to provide what is just and right for 
the British workman, has obtained its plant from foreign 
firms or from British So-and-So, who manufacture abroad, 
or trade in this country with foreign capital, and mostly 
foreign labour. How, then, can we expect to bring about 
Protection when local bodies act in this way. I am of 
opinion that if municipalities supported home industry, 
private individuals would follow suit, and the foreigner 
would be a thing of the pust. 


J. E. Cuthbertson. 


Electric Car Drivers. 


My training place is the front of a car from the first hour. 
Each man goes through dummy practice—viz., using con- 
troller, pausing, &c., looking at each notch he makes, using 
handbrake, sand pedal aud gong. When I think he bas 
looked at his movements enough, I make him do it without 
looking at his movements at all; thus he won't want to 
have his eyes away from the traffic. I also have some- 
one giving signals on bells to the driver, to make him 
perfect for service. I then ask permission for a little juice. 
If the shed road is at all suitable, I run each mau up and 
down there. Esch man has been shown all of the chief 
working parts of car—switches, main fuse, earth lamps, 
sanding, braking arrangements, &c. Then I disable a car, 
disconnect а handbrake and one or two parts and let the 
men remedy this; I also let them do all necessary repairs 
which are likely to happen on the road. I take the school 
car out on the loneliest part of the road, working each man 
first on series, and afterwards on parallel. I endeavour to 
get what I term surprise packets—viz., someone gets to the 
front of the car suddenly and watches the driver's actions. 
I know that my men are not so bad, because two or three 
towns have had their insurance scale lessened on account of 
absence of serious accidents. I hope some manager who 
has had a fair number of railway men will see my 
remarks and give his ideas. I draw the managers’ atten- 
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tion to age : the oldest hand I have trained is 30 years. The 
railway wages average 248. to 28s, for firemen; guards, 
218. to 298. and 30s. I fail to see where the wages are 
insnfficient, especially as the men would always be at home, 
not lodging away as railway men do. Discipline is as 
important on a railway as on a tramway. I am only an 
instructor, and I teach whatever class of men comes; of 
course I give the manager a true account of each man, 
and that enda the matter. 
Driver Quick-Stop. 


Switchboard Attendantstare Cheap To-day! 


As an interested reader of the ErkcrRICAL REVIEW, I 
noticed in your last issue, under the heading of “ Situations 
Vacant," an advertisement which I enclose :— 


н 5 Attendant wanted in a combined lighting and 


traction station. Nominal salary (10s. рег week).— Apply. 
giving full particulars of experience and enclosing testimonials, to 
3509, ELECTRICAL Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 3509 " 


Being a switchboard attendant myself, I must say that I 
felt somewhat disgusted to think anyone would have the 
audacity to offer such (as it is called) a nominal salary as 
108. per week. | 
. To what is the trade coming ? I think we want a trade 
protection scheme for the electrical trade, especially with 
regard to salaries. I don’t object to competition, far from 
it, but when it comes to 10s. per week, which is less than a 
echool boy would get when first starting in commercial life, I 
think it one’s duty to draw attention to these things. 
Perhaps the advertiser will tell us how to live and what to 
live on, 80 as not to exceed his nominal salary. 


10,000 Volts. 
August 6th, 1908. 


Underground Railways and Fire. 


There has been considerable correspondence in the Press 
relating to the fire on the Metropolitan Railway of Paris, 
discussing causes and means of preventing like catastrophes 
on our own tube railways. | 

One is pleased to learn that on the Metropolitan an 
District Railways “ everything is to be fireproof ;" that the 
Central London are * going to put in independent lighting 
circuits," &c., to ensure safety from fire, and the equally 
serious risk from panic among passengers suddenly plunged 
into utter darkness. 

There is one point which I consider has not been suffi- 
ciently emphasised. It is а comparatively simple matter to 
completely isolate the motor from the passenger-carrying 
portion of the car; the great danger arises where a fusion 
of the lighting-circuit conductors occur, buried as they are 
out of sight, and likely at such a time to set alight any 
woodwork surrounding them.: Even if run in steel or iron 
tubing, the danger is still there, though not to the same 

The only absolutely safe method is to run the 
lighting circuits in insulated steel tube with fireproof 
fittings. 

This applies equally to tunnel and station lighting, and 
bad the Paris tunnels and stations been so fitted, there would 
have been no auch failure of light, with the consequent panic 
and logs of life. 


The Central London Railway is fitted with this insulated : 


conduit system, the lamps burning five in series on duplicate 
500 volts circuita, positive conductorsinside one conduit and 
negative in another. I believe this system has never yet, on 
the Central London Railway, been at fault. Moreover, just 
before the opening of the line a most serious fire occurred at 
the Bank Station, through workmen carelessly throwing 
matches into inflammable rubbish. 

The corridors were raging furnaces, but the Fire Brigade 
were able throughout to work by the light of the electric 
lamps installed, not one of which failed. 

So fierce had been the flames that the steel tubing had 
become red hot, and when afterwards it was taken down for 
examination, it was found that the whole of the insulation of 
the conductors had melted, and amalgamated with the 
insulation of the conduits, leaving the interior of the tubing 


. classification than at present exists. 


а solid mass of insulation, through the centre of which ran 
the conductors uninjured. Pu 
This incident is one too little known, and though the 


insulated conduit may be more expensive than plain tubing. 


ite factor of safety is so much greater, that our railway 
engineers should be slow to disregard it. 
Electromotive. 


Electric Rock Drills. 


With reference to the article on electric rock drills in the 
current issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, we beg to inform 
you that we are now putting on the market an electric rock 
drill of British manufacture. 

We are manufacturing the * Marvin Sandycroft” drill, 
which is of the solenoid type, and with regard to the question 
of upkeep may say that it is reduced to a minimum, the 
cost of repairs being much less than would be the case with 


an air drill doing the same work. 


The blow struck by this drill is as heavy as that struck 
by an air drill of comparable size, and on tests on the rock 
it has been shown that for the same amount of drilling the 
energy required by our electric drill is less than half that 
coneumed by an air drill of the best type. 

The drill will effectually deal with the hardest rock, and 
owing to the fall of buck E.M.F. a great effort is available 
in the event of the drill sticking in the hole. We have 
recently installed several of these drills in the Buxton 
district, and they have given complete satisfaction. 

It should not be claimed for an electric drill that it is the 
most suitable one for all classes of work ; but we are firmly 
convinced that, given thoroughly sound construction, there 
is a splendid field for it. 

Ita installation is simple, and the greatest flexibility in 
obtained at the same time. The whole plant can be 
bandled and successfully worked by unskilled labourers. 


The Sandycroft Foundry Co., Ltd. 
HF. F. d. 
Chester, August 19th, 1903. ‚е x 


Trade Marks. 


We have read with interest your article on Trade Marks 
and Trade Names " in your current issue, and wish to endorse 
all you say about the need of more modern and efficient 
There is probably no 
branch of industry where trade marks are more numerous 
or of greater importance than in the soap trade, and at 
present, to protect a word or device effectively for soap alone, 
it is necessary to register in no less than four separate 
classes, viz., Nos. 2, 3, 47 and 48. 

Ordinary soap comes under Class 47. | 

Toilet soap is placed with perfumery in Class 48. 

Medicated soap comes in Class 3, ** Chemical substances 
prepared for use in medicine and pharmacy.” 

Whilst disinfectant soaps are included under Class 2, 
* Chemical substances used for agricultural, horticultural, 
veterinary and sanitary purposes." | 


Josh. Crosfield & Sons, Ltd 
Warrington, August 21s/, 1903. 


Hot-Wire Arc Lamps. 


Ав а user of arc Jamps for some years, I trust you will 
allow me space for a few remarks in your “ Correspondence "' 
columns. 

A letter signed ** Enclosed" has been shown me by my 
engineer, and, in justice to Messrs. Foster & Co., I beg to 
say that I have had some dozen or more of their lamps for 
over four months, and not one of them has ever pumped, 
or done anything in any way to reduce the very high opinion 
which I hold of the ** Foster" lamp. | 

© Enclosed'g letter is, to say the least of it, a perversion 
of the truth, and knowing the lamp as I do, I am anneyed it 
should have been written. I conclude that your corre- 
spondent has some interest that Foster & Co.'s" snccess 
is threatening. 
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I am not an electrician, but a user. I want the best lamp 
on the market, and do not care who makes it. I only speak 
of these lamps as I find them, and fully believe I have the 


best both for light and current bill. 
: Fair Play. 


P.S.—I gave up my other make of lamp in favour of 
the “ Foster" owing to the trouble I continually had with 
the dashpota. 


We have read three letters in your valued “ Corre- 
spondence” columns of the current issue, and would take it as 
a favour tobe allowed space for a few remarks on same. 

“J. G.“ states а case of actual demand for change-over 
lampe, and we can assure yon that there have been many others ; 
we are now executing similar orders. The value of change- 
over lamps to central station engineers who contemplate a 
change from one supply to the other, will be obvious to them 
at least, if it be not to the partisans of the dash - pot. 

Turning with pleasure to the courteous letter of 
“Е. J. T.,” we note that he deals with the matter as an 
engineer and man of business who is receptive to improve- 
ments in his profession, and keeps an open unbiassed mind, 
but is willing to learn. i 


As regards his query (a) we anticipated this qnestion of 
variable temperatures several years ago, and find that the 


design of the lamp and the materials used therein are ample 
compensation for the biggest temperature difference that can 
arise. 

Query (b). We do not see why hot-wire lamps should not 
be controlled from some central point; but the system is 
now во little in vogue that we do not expect to be asked to 
meet these conditions. 

* Enclosed” must please not try to fasten on us any 
excuse for his letter ; we would rather he retained the entire 
responsibility for same, such as it is. We cannot waste your 
valuable time and ours in replying to the personal and other 
competition-inspired statements of this letter, and have no 
objection to his retaining his dash-pot as long as he likes. 

Meanwhile, we have no need for this rightly “ much- 
abused piece of mechanism," and save the cost of it for our- 
selves and customers. 

We needly hardly say that all arc lamps, if improperly 
adjusted or tampered with, will pump, and that the pumping 
will be “ chronic" if not attended to. 

As regards the case of pumping “ Enclosed " refers to, we 
can only say that we have had no complaints, as would bave 
been the case if the lamp had been purchased for legitimate 
purposes, and that he could have stoppcd the pumping in 
five minutes, or lees, by means of a small spanner, and the 
simple instructions sent with the lamp. 

If “ Encjosed" will place the lamp in trustworthy and 
independent hands, we will undertake to put it right imme- 
diately, and we should also like to see what it was like since 
leaving the factory properly adjusted. 

As regards the live case, this is now common practice; 
but we can and will insulate same as required. The remarks 
on arc voltage suggest to us ignorance of the whole subject. 

We have had no trouble with sticking of the top carbon, 
and do not anticipate any, having amply provided for this 
trouble which is common with all lamps. 

There is very little difference between normal and feeding 
currents, this, also, having been properly arranged, as 
any competent engineer can see for himself in the usual way. 


Foster & Co. 


I do not know who J. G.“ is, but he made an unwarrant- 
able use of my name in a letter in your columns last wee k. 
He alone is responsible for any statement contained therein, 
and for any conclusions your readers may gather from its 
context. | 
V. A. Mundella. 
Northern Polytechnic Institute, 


Holloway, London, N., 
August 25th, 1908. 


. are bound to come sooner or 


In reply to Messrs. Foster & Co's. letter which appeared 
in your issue of August 14th, I beg to point out to the 
writers that the fact of their calling down abuse on my 
head does not in any way help forward the matter under 
discussion, and is to say the least of it undignified. I 
note that Messrs. Foster & Co. admit that the resistance 
of the lamp as stated by Mr. Tomlinson-Lee twas not 
intended to be correct, but they do not give figures as to 
what their lamp resistance really is, neither do they state 
the maximum temperature variation of that resistance. As 
this has an important bearing on the behaviour of lamps in 
series, it would throw considerable light on the question if these 
figures were given, and would be of more value to your 
readers than abuse of the writer. To support this, let us 
refer to Mr. Tomlinson-Lee’s article in which he claims that 
the strip is the soul of the lamp, and in another paragraph 
asserts that ihe strip will carry three times the striking cur- 
rent without deterioration. Now, if we assume (while 
awaiting Messrs, Foster's figures) that the lamp resistance is, 
as it is stated to be, 2 ohms or thereabouts, we get with 
three lamps in series on a 240-volt circuit a striking current 
of 40 amperes. Doubtless Messrs. Foster & Co. would like 
us to believe that a wire capable of appreciable elongation 
when a current of 5 amperes is passing will not be damaged 
by 120 amperes, or is this another passing statement ? 
The fact that I only accounted for 1 per cent. of the arc 
lamps made (by probably the best English maker) failing, 
ought to need no explanation to those having dealings with 
arc lamps. As Messrs. Foster & Co. are doubtless aware, 
electrical apparatus will not last for ever, and failures 
later, otherwise we 
should have none of the depreciation fund troubles that 
exist in many municipalities, Therefore, the vast un- 
known 99 per cent., of which I make no mention in my 
previous letter, leave the works of the manufacturers in 
question and never return there. Some, of course, do fail, 
and are delicately adjusted again by the trimmer or other 
skilled attendant, but the great majority ran for years and, 
if necessary, I can give the names of several towns where 
arc lamps of the despised solenoid type have given, for over 
ten years, and are still continuing to give, entire satisfac- 
tion. I am afraid the hot-wire lamp makers are 
under a big delusion when they state that they do not 
require the enormous amount of insulation common to the 
solenoid lamp. They need only look up a few of the recent 
specifications issued by our leading consulting engineers to 
find that in every case they insist on a lamp with its frame 
insulated from all live parts, and it is scarcely conducive to 
а large sale to fly in the face of such authority and accepted 
practice. I would remind Measrs. Foster & Co. that 
in my previous letter I denied Mr. Tomlinson-Lee's 
statement that a dash-pot could not be made dust-proof, 
and no amount of quibbling can lead one away from the 
fact that in all English lamps of repute the dash-pot is 
either practically dust-tight or designed in such a way as to 
render the accumulation of dust impossible. If they will 
take the trouble to look at lamps erected within the last 
three years they will find that this is so. Messrs. Foster 
and Co. cite Manchester as a town where arc lamps have 
come into disfavour, but they do not state the why and 
wherefore, the maker of the lamp, or the number of 
councillors interested in the gas company, neither do they 
state that the Foster lamp has caused a re-action in favour 
of arc lighting in that district, and unless one knows 
all the facts of the case, it is useless to point to one solitary 
town as proof of an obviously biassed statement. It would 
be extremely interesting to know on what grounds the 
patentees claim that the best resulta are obtained with alter- 
nating currents. Solenoid lamps usually run on alternating 
current circuits with no resistance in series at all. Now, 
how can a hot-wire lamp, having a high and fluctuating 
mechanism resistance (2 ohms or thereabouts) compare in 
efficiency with other lamps running without any resistance 
loss whatever. Are we to infer that by some hitherto unknown 
phenomena the use of a hot strip for governing the 
mechanism of an arc lamp effects a mysterious back E.M.F. 
in some manner, thus producing the wonderful efficiency 
claimed by Messrs. Foster & Co., or is this another statement 
not intended to be taken seriously? In conclusion, I am 
firmly convinced that the principle of hot-wire regulation is 
bad, and at the best can only have a very limited field, since 
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it is impossible to run arcs controlled by hot wires on a con- 


stant current or long series circuit. 


I might add that my 


card is at theservice of Mr. Tomlinson-Lee, but for obvious 
reasons, I have no wish to have my name published. 


N. D. W. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Wim ширіна Аса 25TH, 1902. 


«ник вирна Аса. 25тн, 1903. 


Adelaide... © .. Value £238 Alexandria .. . Value £161 
Aden. Teleg. mat. $5 . 173 Amsterdam .. өө ee ae 65 
Amsterdam еа s% “ә 65 Antwerp  .. ss és ,. 9230 
Antwerp  .. oe 42 Auckland T oe 210 
Auckland 67 А Elec. fuse .. а 70 
Bombay  .. 8 ME .. 265 Bahia.. M ix "m 40 
РА Teleg. wire „ Б11 Bombay 65 
Buenos Ayres  .. 25 .. 152 Bremen 21 
ee ee ee e. 039 Brisbane ee ee ee 80 
"i Teleg. wire .. 2,415 Buenos Ayres m A oo 126 
Cape Town. Teleg. wire 1,150 Calcutta  .. € ee we d 
Chinde - Р oe 21 Cape Town. ee T 1,044 
Colombo vs 2 es 58 Channel Islands .. m T 
js Teleg. mat... . . 110 Chemulpo .. e T 90 
Copenhagen TEMP .. 66 | Colombo .. es .. .. 80 
j Elec. cable . 428 Durban vs si - 4,088 
50 Teleg. wire ee 83 Fremantle oe ee ee ee 474 
D ; ss р эз . RIO | Gothenburg. Teleg. mat. vs 42 
EN Teleg. mat. .. oe 865 Hong Kong .. sd a T 43 
Ghent. $3 T сна vs 85 Madras > vs »x eo 201 
Gibraltar 20 Melbourne .. з - z 40 
Larache è 101 T 9 tons Teleg. wire.. — 
Madras New York .. x 15 Vs 26 
New York РА Vs T 25 N rth Atlantic. 81 knots Teleg. 
Perth ce és ae .. 295 cable s yx vs oe — 
Port Elizabeth .. as . 154 Otago.. M НИ 5% eo 128 
Shanghai... 45 acs ia 22 Perth .. - ae абе . . 178 
Singapore. Teleg. cable. . 78 Port Elizabeth .. is .. 851 
Sydney J ice sè . 189 d Teleg. mat. .. 1,851 
Wellington ee ee ee ee 810 Rosario . ee ГЕ 1 ee S4 
Yokohama .. ee as .. 339 Shanghai .. x 2 „ 993 
Stockholm .. га wk T 21 
55 Teleg. mat... E 25 
Sydne sie es es . 8,068 
V Teleg. mat. , BOB 
Yokohama ee ee oe ee 49 
Total ee £10,060 Total ee £14,215 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Durban. Teleg.wire .. Value 4147 | Otago. Telephones. .. Value £45 
Shanghai. 116 145. Teleg. poles — 
Total . £147 
Books Received.—* Technical Education”: Return 


showing application of funds by local authorities during the year 
1901-1902. Pabliched by order of the House of Commons, by 
Messrs. Eyre & Bpottiswoode. 18. 3d. The total amount expended 
on technical education (including science, technical and manual 
instruction) is stated as £1,008,948 for England, and £48,451 for 
Wales = £1,057,399. The County of London stands at £152,632. 

Jahrbuch des Schweizerischen Elektrotechnischen Vereins.” 
1902. Zarich: Buchruckwei Jacques Bollmann. 

“ Beginner's Manual of Submarine Cable and Testing Work,” by 
а. M. Baines. London: The Electrician Printing and Publishing 
Co., Ltd. 78. 6d. net. 

“The Practical Physics of the Modern Steam Boiler,“ by 
Frederick J. Rowan. London: P. 8. King & Son. 1903. 218. net. 

“ Year Book of the Armour Institute of Technology, Chicago, for 
1903-04.” Chicago: Armour Institute of Technology Press. 

Technical Education (Application of Funds by Local 
Authorities) during the year 1901-2.“ London: Eyre & Spottis- 
woode. 1903. 1s. 3d. 

“Science Abstracts,” No. 67, July 25th, 1903. (A.—Physics; 
B.—Engineering.) London: The Feilden Publishing Co, Ltd. 
1s. 6d. each. 

“ The Actinolite for the Treatment of Disease by Actinic Light.” 
Second edition. New York: Kliegl Bros. 

“Index of the Technical Press.” No. 5, August. 
Association de la Presse Technique. 


Chelsea Polytechnic.—The new session at the South- 
Western Polytechnic, Manresa Road, Chelsea, commences on 
September 23rd, the entrance examination taking place on 
September 2186. Particulars as to courses and fees are briefiy 
given in our educational advertisements to-day. 


Newfoundland.—Under the new tariff the import duty" 


of electric motors imported into Newfoundland has been fixed at 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 


India.—Jndian Engineering says that Messrs. Marshall, 
Bons & Co., of „ Calcutta and Bombay, have entered 
into a combination with Messrs. R. E. Crompton & Co., Ltd., of 
Chelmsford, to facilitate the obtaining of electrical installation 
business in India. 


Electrical Machinery Exports.—The value of the 
electrical machinery exported from this country during July last 
amounted to £34,683, bringiog up the total for the first seven 
months of the year to £258,807. 


Brussels: 


Catalogues aud Lists.—Messrs. SIEMENS Bros. AND 
Co., LTD., have sent us two of their new phlete, No. 7 contains 
an interesting account of the Siemens-Brougham electric 


and controlling gear. The gear used on the steam yacht J'"alhalia 


has already been described in the company’s No. 5 pampa; 
the present publication has a view of that apparatus, and also 
some other excellent half-tone pictures, as well as clear dia- 
grams of connections. In 'pamphlet No. 8 some remarks on 
rectified currents are followed with a description of Koch's 
system of rectifiers for transforming alternating into direct cur- 
rents. Several classes of apparatus for battery charging are 
shown and detailed, and others for X ray work. Both of the 

phleta are got up in the excellent manner which has charac- 
terised: all of Biemens's recently issued lists. 

The Втмргвх Втювг, Conpuit Co., LTD., has just issued an 
abridged price list, which is made of additional value by being 
bound up with a reprint of the new wiring rules of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, for which special permission was obtained. 
The price list is an abridgment of. or cau be used in conjunction 
with, the company's 1903 catalogue (200 pp.), the edition of which, 
although only issued in March last, has been almost exhausted 
owing to the many calls that were made for copies. The prices in 
the abstract are given in & condensed form, with illustrations of 
reduced sise. Two additional types of conduit are now listed to 
moet cases — viz, Simplex “ Wireduct,” and Solid - 
drawn " conduits, Any of our readers who, not having received the 
current price list, are anxious to have “Simplex” current prices 
stated in condensed form, either for office or foremen’s use, can 
obtain copies upon application at the general manager's office, 
Westinghouse Building, Norfolk Street, W.C. 

A new illustrated pamphlet of the Nernst lamps, with prices, &c., 
has been issued from the office of the ELECTRICAL CO., Lrp, of 
Charing Cross Road, W.C. 

The B.T.H. Co.'s pamphlet No. 149 particularises their adhesive 
insulation tapes, and No. 75, which we have also received, gives 
August prices for slow and moderate speed continuous-current shunt- 
wound motors of the DA type. 

From the SubMERGED ELzcTBRIC Motor Co., of Wisconsin, U.S.A., 
we have received copies of their new bulletins Nos. 1 and 7. No.1 
contains a very full account of their submerged electric boat pro- 
pellor which is made for speeds of from four to six miles an hour, 


` to ran from 20 to 70 miles on one charge of battery, and weighs 


from 120 to 350 lbs. each equipment. The motor is enclosed in a 
spherical case, and the propeller blades are mounted direct upon the 
armature shaft; the switch or controller is contained within the 
amall ball at the top of the tubular stem, and is provided with an 
outside lever. The apparatus occupies the place of the rudder on 
the stern of a row or sail boat, to and ateer it. The list also 
contains illustrated details of generators for charging batteries. 
Bulletin No. 7 describes at length, with many pictures, an improved 
electro-dynamic equipment for lecture table and laboratory work in 
technical schools and colleges. 


From the Lanp AND SEA CABLE Works, Lrp., of Nippes- 
Cologne (27, Mincing Lane, E. C.), we have received a set of price 
liste, printed in German, giving particulars of their various manu- 
factures. The lists detail their single-core, concentric, bi-concentric, 
twisted twin, three-core and four-core cables for any working ten- 
sion up to 12,000 volta, and higher, if required, of the fibre-paper 
insulated type; high tension cables specially designed for pita and 
mines; lighting wires of all descriptions, cables for workshop 
lamps, connecting cables for engine plants, and cables with non- 
inflammable coverings ; india-rubber-covered cables for all required 
grades; telephone and telegraph cables, paper, fibre and rubber- 
insulated gutta-percha-covered submarine cables; plain and covered 
copper wires of all kinds. Among the accessories shown are dis- 
tributing boxes in which all the fuses are arranged on the same 
level, and are therefore easily accessible, and their patent terminal 
boxes for high-tension cables. 

MrssB8. Ногрех & Ввооке, Ітр., of West Gorton, have brought 
out two new lists. No. 37 (28 pp.) gives much descriptive and 
other data respecting the well-known “Sirius” boiler-feeding 
injectors. Illustrations are given of the “5” one movement self- 
acting type, and other different patterns, and some serviceable 
tables of capacities, working pressures, feed water temperatures, 
standard deliveries, &c., are published. No. 39 deals briefly with 
non-lifting injectors for low-pressure boilers. 

Messrs. WALTHAM & Co. have sent us several sheets showing 
Bome of their designs of artistic metal work in forged iron, brass 
and copper, for electric pendants, lanterns and brackets. These 
and many other examples of their high class metal work, may be 
seen at the firm's showrooms in York Street, Buckingham Gate, 
S.W. An acoompanying sheet gives prices of the various fittings 
illustrated in the lista. 


Blast Furnace Gas Engines.—The blast fnrnace gas- 
driven blowing engine which the Blast Furnace Power Syndicate, 
Ltd., supplied to the Clay Cross Co., Chesterfield, has been in con- 
stant work blowing the furnaces during several months with very 
satisfactory results. The final adjustment of the air valves in the 
blowing cylinder have under this period of trial proved most suc- 
cessful. The apparatus supplied by the syndicate on their patented 
principle cleanses the gas from dust and tar in а highly efficient 
manner. A similar gas treatment plant which the syndicate are 
putting down at the Yorkshire Iron Со.'в works, Ardeley, is pro- 
gressing rapidly. The Sheepbridge installation of two engines 
driving tbe entire electric generating plant bas been in successful 
operation now for some years, so that tbe system is proved 
efficient and reliable over a period of time that should satisfy the 
most exacting. 
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The Transvaal.— The value of the electric cable wire 
and fittings imported into the Transveal during the five months 
ending with May last, is returned at £25,000, as compared with only 
£13,000 in the corresponding five months of 1902. 


Annual Outing.—On Saturday last a large number of 
the employés engaged in the various departments at the Gillingham 
Rtreet works of the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering 
Co., Ltd., journeyed by train to Clacton-on-Sea, the occasion being 
their annual outing. Sir Hiram Maxim invited the whole of the 
employés to dinner at Day’s Hotel, and again in the afternoon the 
company met for tea, after which Mr. A. W. Hill, works manager, 
said that by the help of all present the company had built up а 
reputation for the quality of their manufactures second to none, 
aud he trusted that with their continued help, next year would still 
pee them advancing. Cheers were given for Bir Hiram and Lady 
Maxim and the directors. 


Liquidation.—The Electric Lighting and Fittings Cor- 
poration at a meeting held at Liverpool on August 18th resolved to 
wind up voluntarily. Mr. Simon Jude is liquidator. 


Whitley's Patent Hack Saw.—Mesers. Beanland, 
Perkin & Co., of School Close Works, Leeds, are just placiog проп 
the market a new double hack saw, which has two saws working 
alternate strokes, reducing the time required for cutting off girder 
sections by one-half. It is provided with a planed slotted table, 
on which any section can be bolted, and will cut at any angle. It 
has an attachment for ensuring that the blades shall be put in 
straight, and it is said that in cutting a 12 in. x 5 in. girder, the 
blades will not deviate ½ in. Its arrangement is such that one of 
the -bows on reaching the centre of the cut is pushed back suffi- 
ciently to allow the other bow to come through and complete the 
cut. Each bow is drawn forward independently by a cbain with 
adjustable weights, and the feed can thus be suited to the keenness 
of the blade and the material being sawn. The chains can be 
unbooked and the bows at once thrown back to put in or remove 
the work. The saving in time occupied in cutting off girders, &c., 
is claimed to make the machines almost as speedy as heavy circular 
saws costing three or four times as much. 


The Markets of the World.—In consequence of the 
increased attention which has been given lately by all classes of the 
community to commercial matters, and more especially to the 
position of affairs in countries that are our chief competitors, Com- 
mercial Intelligence bas published the more important of its Con- 
"ular and Commercial maps which have appeared from time to time 
ia Cummercial Intelligence in separate form. We have received a 
copy of this publication which is entitled The Markets of the 
World." 1t includes maps of the United States, Germany, France, 
Russia, Italy, Austria, The Balkan Peninsular, and Denmark. In 
addition to the large amount of commercial information in the maps 
themselves, showing where tbe chief products of the country 
originate, navigable rivers, &c., there are flags to indicate where 
British and American Consuls respectively are situated, and the 
division of the trade of each country with other nations is given in 
a diagrammatic form. The collection is published at 6d. 


Lazarus v. National Telephone Co.—In the City of 
London Court, on the 19th inst., Judge Lumley Smitb. K C., 
delivered a considered judgment in an action brought by Mr. Henry 
Lazarus, of the Hermitage, Bushey Heath, against the National 
Telephone Co. for damages for wrongfully cutting off his telephone 
service. According to the plaintiff's case, three years ago he be- 
came a subscriber to the defendants’ service for one year, and paid a 
fixed rent-charge of £3 10s. a year. The arrangement had gone on 
from year to year, but last month, five days before tbe next pay- 
ment was duc, the defendant company required him not only to pay 
the £3 10s., but 30s. in addition for calle, and to sign a fresh con- 
tract. At first he refused to pay the 30s., but afterwards sent a 
cheque for £5, and declined to sign the fresh contract. His cheque 
was returned and the service disconnected. He now claimed 
damages for the inconvenience to which he was subjected. The 
defendants case was that at the end of every year they had the 
power to say whether any agreement should be continued or not. 
The company found that the original method of payment adopted 
did not pay, and they demanded a mininum payment of 30s. for 
calls, instead of a penny per call—the old arrangement. Judge 
Lumley Smith, in giving judgment for the defendants, said in his 
opinion the approval of the Telephone Co. was requisite at the 
commencement of each year to enable the hiring to continue, The 


defendants did not approve of a continuance after the third year,- 


and were not bound to continue. No notice was stipulated for, but 
the Telephone Co. might reasonably have given the plaintiff more 
than a few days notice. The action failed, but he would give leave 
to appeal. As the legal aspect was doubtful, it was only fair that 
he should order each party to pay their own costs. | 


National Telephone Со. v. Williamson.—Plaintiffs 
sued the defendant at the Glasgow Sheriff Court for £3, being the 
balance of rental at the rate of 2d. per day in connection with a 
party line circuit. The defender declined to pay on the ground 
that no proper workable instrument had been supplied, so that the 
telephone was practically of no use. The Telephone Co., however, 
brought witnesses to show that no complaints in writing had been 
made, and that the telephone badqactually been used to a greater 
extent towards the end of defender's tenancy. His Lordship gave 
decree, with expenses, and said that if defender had proved his 
‚ allegation, he would have been inclined to give effect to it, but such 

a defence required to be made out by clear evidence. 


Trade Announcement. — Messrs. Hall & Blacklock, 
electrical engineers, have taken new offices at 190, London Road, 


North, Lowestoft, and all future communications should be sent to 
that address. 


Russia.—Mr. Consul-General J. Michell in his report 
on the trade of St. Petersburg for 1902, says that the German com- 
petition in electric lamps by diminishing price and reducing quality 
had almost ruined the trade. The lamp mostly in use isthe Edison 
with a screw socket and the voltage 110. Native production is ex- 
ceedingly small. Electric machinery, both for technical and medical 
purposes, offers, continues the Consul-General, a promising field in 
Russia. This was well appreciated by large German and Austro- 
Hungarian electric firms, which have established branches bere. 
The names of British makers remain almost unkoown to Russian 
purchasers. 

Mr, Consul H. M. Grove in his report on the trade of Moscow for 
1902, says that there will be, and to a certain extent is, a great field 
for all electrical appliances. There are already fully 30 German elec- 
trical societies in Russia, and about 80 per cent. of all electrical 
plant in use comes from Germany. In Moscow the tram eystem is 
now in process of copversion to electric traction, a large under- 
taking that will not take Jess than five years to accomplish ; and 
this has already been, or is being done, in various other towns. The 
total length of lines in the Moscow scheme will be about 175 miles. 
The trolley system has been adopted, and the probable cost will not 
be leas than £4,200,000. 

The Compagnie Centrale d'Electricité de Moscou reports a loes 
of £25,818 for the last financial year. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ashington.—The Council has accepted the offer of the 
Northern Electric Supply Co. for the supply of electric light in 
the district. 


Brighton.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned the borrowing 
by the Council of a sum of £550 for a period of 10 years, for elec- 
trical purposes. | 


Burnley.—The report of the electrical engineer for the 
year ending March 31st, states that the results for the vear's work- 
ing were las follows:—Units sold for lighting, 375,769, against 
331,853 laat year, 13:23 per cent. increase; units for motors, 26,475, 
against 16,617, 59°32 per cent. increase; and traction, 891,079, 
against 151,445 (Decerober, 1901, to March, 1902); or totals of 
1,293,323 avd 499,915. The equivalent of 8-c.P. lamps connected, 
excludiog tramway motors, bas increased from 28,538 to 31,905, or 
12: per cent. The profit on capital expenditure (without interest 
and sinking fund) was 10 3 percent. The interest and sinking fued 
on capital expenditure was 5'6 per cent., leaving the net proiit on 
the year equal to 47 per cent. 


Cape Colony.—The Graaff-Reinet Council has decided 
to call for tenders for a tcheme of electric lighting and pumping 
water for domestic purposes, | 


Clydebank.—The recent meeting of the T.C. to discuss 
the issuing of a plebiscite paper ito the electors on the question as 
to whether the burgh should or should not carry out its own electric 
light provisional order, was somewhat stormy in tone between the 
active supporters of municipalism and private trading. A letter 
was read from the Amalgamated Wards’ Committee requesting that 
on the plebiscite paper the question be simply asked whether the 
ratepayers were in favour of the Council proceeding with the order 
or not. Against this proposal an amendment was put that there be 
also added some facts and figures, showing what had been done by 
other burghs of similar size to Clydebank which had municipalised 
the electric light supply. This led to a warm discussion. 
Ultimately the amendment was carried by an overwhelming 
majority, and it was remitted to the magistrates to prepare the 
plebiscite papers. 


Devizes.—The Town Council has resolved to apply to 
the Local Government Board for a provisional order for supplying 
electricity. They have aleo resolved to engage an expert engineer 
to prepare a scheme and advise the Council. 


Dublin.—The Lighting Committee announces that the 
preliminary working and testing of the new electric supply system 
are in progress. During the preliminary operations energy will be 
delivered to the new mains each evening from 6 o'clock till mid- 
night, and it is added that any consumer connected to the new 
system prior to September Ist next will have the privilege of using 
the supply free of charge up to that date. 


Falkirk.—The Electric Lighting Committee bas 
resolved to recommend that the price of electricity for lighting 
purposes be reduced from 6d. to 44d. per unit. The price tor 
motive power will remain unaltered at 2d. per unit. The lighting 
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scheme has met with more encouragement than the Committee 
anticipated. It was estimated that at the end of 12 months there 
would be 6,000 8-0 P. lamps in use. The works were opened at the 
beginning of March, and up to date the number of lamps in use is 
4,669, while the applications represent 6,160 8-с.р. lampe. Thus 
the estimate has been all but reached within six months. The 
popularity of the light has led the Committee to make the recom- 
mendation to reduce the rate, and it is anticipated tbat during the 
coming winter the number of consumers will be greatly augmented. 
Unfortanately, however, there have been very few applications for 
energy for motive power, and an effort is to be made to popularise 
this side of the scheme. 


Grimsby,—The Great Central Railway Co. has decided 
to illuminate the fish pontoon by electricity. Instead of purchasing 
it from the Corporation, however, the company is generating it at 
its own power station near the Graving Dock. 


Hudderstield.—The borough electrical engineer has 
received instructions to submit plans and estimates to the 
Electricity Committee of the Corporation for supplying elec- 
tricity within the urban district of Linthwaite, which adjoins 
the borough. The provisional order required for the purpose has 
received the Royal assent. An application is to be made to the 
Local Government Board for sanction to borrow £7,500—the esti- 
mated cost of the works. 


Limerick.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned a further loun 
of £7,000 to the Corporation for the purpose of extending the opera- 
tions of the Limerick electric lighting scheme. 


London.—Shortly after 5 p.m. on the 24th inst., a 
steam pipe exploded at the Kensington central electric lighting 
station, which is situated close to the West Brompton Btation of 
the District Railway. The occurrence caused great alarm among 
the people of the neighbourhood, and a crowd collected round the 
gates of the station. The officials announced tbat no one had been 
injured, and that the damage done was only slight. 


Londonderry.— The Corporation has adopted a resolu- 
tion drawing the attention of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to the 
action of the Board of Works iu refusing to sanction a loan for the 
carrying out of the private electric lighting scheme, when it had 
previously sanctioned £7,000 to Limerick for the ваше purpose. 


Mansfield.—Col. W. L. Coke has held an inquiry regard- 
ing an application by the Town Council for the consent of the 
L.G.B. to appropriate and use certain lands acquired by the 
Corporation for various purposes, including а depót for the elec- 
tricity undertaking. Mr. Spencer Hawes, M.I.E.E., member of the 
firm of Mesars. Robert Hammond & Bon, the consulting engineers, 
gave evidence as to the suitability of the land as allocated for the 
purposes of the electricity supply and refuse destructor. No objec- 
tion was made to the various proposals. 


Manstield Woodhouse.— The Urban District Council 
is negotiating with the Mansfield Town Council for a supply of 
1 for public lighting purposes within the Urban Council's 

ist ri 


Hexieo.—Negotiations are proceeding between the 
Mexican Light and Tower. Co. and the Siemens & Halske Co., in 
Mexico, with a view to the fusion of the undertakings. The latter 
enjoys important privileges ia Mexico, especially a monopoly of the 
electric lighting of the city and the supply of power to the works. 
The new Mexican company, which was formed a short time ago, 
proposes to utilise the water power of the Nekaxa River for the 
generation of electrical «nergy, and would be able to supply con- 
sumers in Mexico at cheaper prices than the Siemens & Halske Co., 
which employs steam engines. The negotiations aim ata fusion of the 
two enterprises in such a manner that the Siemens & Halske steam- 
driven plant would be shut down, and the aupply of energy obtained 
directly from the Mexican company. 


Norton.—The Urban District Council met specially to 
consider the question of the lighting of the town for the next three 
years. The Northern Counties Electricity Supply Co., who have 
obtained an order of the Board of Trade for lighting the town, not yet 
having taken practical steps for carrying out that order, the Council 
was again thrown upon the resources of the gas company, and 
their three years’ tender was accepted. 


Ponty pridd.—The revised estimate of Mr. R. P. Wilson, 
the electrical engineer to the District Council, shows a decrease of 
£18,814 in the price contained in the original tenders in connection 
with the electricity and refuse destructor scheme. £3,450 is 
allowed for contingencies, | 


Rosario.— An exchange says that the new station of the 
Rosario Electric Co. was inaugurated at the end of July. 


South Shields.—The Electrical Committee has had 
under consideration the question of disposing of the profits of the 
electric lighting unde:taking for the last financial year. After 
meeting all current expenses and payments in respect of capital 
and interest the balance left in hand was £1,100. It is suggested 
that of this sum £800 should be placed to the credit of the rates 
and £200 to reserve fund, while the remaining £10f is carried 
"5 The reserve fund will be increased from £2,300 to 


Rhodesia.—4At a special meeting of the Mafeking Town 
Council it was decided to light the town by electricity, the power 
to be generated by oil engines. А public meeting will be called to 
sanction a loan of £6,000 for this purpose. 


ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


Bath.—The Light Railway Commissioners have sub- 
mitted to the B. of T. for confirmation the Bath Electric Tramways 
(Light Railways Extensions) Order of the Bath Electric Tramways, 
Ltd. Objections to the confirmation should be lodged at the Rail- 
way Department of the B. of T. by September 3rd. 


Birmingham.—It is proposed when laying down the 
new lines for electric traction that an extension should be made 
from Shirley through Acock's Green, Yardley and Stechford to 
Aston. A start has been made in connection with the electrification 
scheme. Much dissatisfaction is expressed locally at the Corpora- 
tion buying Belgian rails. 


Bolton.— As the cost of an electric tramway to Darcy 
Lever would have been too great for the outlay to be remunerative, 
the Bolton Corporation is establishing a motor omnibus service to 
that small suburb by way of experiment. 


Burton-on-Trent.—The first two weeks’ running of the 
electric cars were quite beyond the expectations of the management. 
For the week ended August 8th, 93,695 ngers were carried by 
9 to 10 cars, producing £193; the following week the passengers 
numbered 93,938, carried by 12 cars, and the receipts were again 
£493. 


Burma.—Mandaluy is going ahead with its electric 
tramway line, and, it is hoped, will be running cars before the 
end of the year. The Municipality hopes soon to introduce electric 
lighting.— Indian Engineering. 


Bury.—The Т.С. last week considered a proposal to 
require the Bury, Rochdale and Oldham Tramways Co. to sell to 
the Corporation those portions of their undertaking, within the 
borough, which were authorised by the extension order of 1882. 
The requisite notices with regard to such portions as were con- 
structed under the Act of 1881 had already been given. It was 
stated that all the local authorities interested are acting in concert. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Dewsbury.— The Corporation, the Ossett Corporation 
and the Soothill Nether District Council have decided to make 
applications for powers to construct electric tramways within their 
respective areas. Some time ago ап application was made by the 
Wakefield and District Light Railway Co. for an order to construct 
a line from Dewsbury through Soothill Nether and Ossett and on to 
Wakefield, but the application failed. The idea now is for the 
authorities named to jointly construct a line from Dewsbury to 
Ossett. Soothill Upper District Council has asked to be included 
in the scheme, but the representatives of Dewsbury, Ossett and 
Soothill Nether have decided not to entertain this application at 
present, as with the first scheme they think they have sufficient on 
their hands for this year. 


Exypt.— The steam tramway between Alexandria aud 
Ramleh is to be converted to electric traction. 


Furness Railway.—At the half-yearly meeting of this 
railway company, Sir John Hibbert said that with respect to the 
proposal for the electrification of the Lakeside branch, the directors 
had come to the conclusion that, owing to the heavy expenditure, it 
would not pay to adopt it. They had the River Leven; but it 
would necessitate raising the weir at Newby Bridge 18 in., which 
would cost more than if power were obtained by steam. The 
directors hal considered how far they could utilise a motor-car 
service on some of the branches. The idea was to have acombined 
engine and car to carry about 50 passengers. 


Glossop.—The electric tramways system of the Urban 
Electric Supply Co. was formally inaugurated on Thursday last 
week. The system connects the town of Hadfield with Glossop by 
way of Dinting, во that an almost complete circle is described. The 
laying of the track and the erection of the overhead equipment has 
been carried out simultaneously with the building of the gene- 
rating station which is situated between Glossop and Dinting, where 
electric lighting plant will also be installed. At present the 
Council has not sanctioned the lighting of the streets by electricity, 
but the Urban Electric Supply Co. regard their attitude on this 
question as distinctly favourable. The length of the Glossop 
system is sbout 34 miles, constructed on the single track and loop 
plaa. There is also a branch line running away from the circular 
maia line to Whitfield, which is about three-quarters of a mile in 
length. A through connection with Manchetter, by way of Hyde 
and Godby, is considered practicable. There is a proposal under 
consideration for constructing a tramway from the Glossop system 
to Hyde, from which place cars now run to the terminus of the 
Manchester tramway system at Denton. Mr. Page, a director of 
company, presided at the function, and Mr. Wigham conducted the 
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visitors through the different departments. The generating plant 
was started by Alderman Rowbottom and the Hon. Mrs. Hill- 
Wood. There are seven double-decker cars. The number of 
electric light consumers already secured in the town is 50. 


The Great Western Railway and Motor-Cars.— 

Addressing the shareholders of this railway company at the half- 
yearly meeting, Earl Cawdor said that the arrangements for the 
electrification of the railway between Hammersmith and Bishops 
Road were proceeding. They proposed erecting a power station at 
Park Royal, which would also supply energy for the electric light. 
They were proposing to remove the present electric lighting works 
at Paddington, and to instal them on the newsiteat Park Royal, where 
they would have plant not only for working the railway, but also 
for lighting. A good deal was heard nowadays about motor- 
cars and electric trams. They had suffered a little already, and 
would doubtless in the future suffer more in some districts from that 
form of competition, and to meet it they were trying two experi- 
ments. One was they were putting on a motor-car service in 
country districts. Each car, which would carry 52 passengers, had 
its own engine, and would run on the ordinary railway lines. He 
hoped the first of these cars would be at work between Stonehouse 
and Chalford by October. They had made arrangements to stop 
the cars not only at саг stations, but also, with the sanction of 
the Board of Trade, at level crossings on the roads coming up to the 
lines. By that means they hoped to give a quick service for local 
people on cars running on their own lines at uniform fares like 
а tramway company. He thought the experiment was one from 
which much might be hoped for, and which tbey thought might turn 
out exceedingly useful, especially on branch lines. The motor-car 
would be worked by steam, but there were others which might be 
worked by petrol. In addition to that they had many places 
where independent persons ran motor-car services along the roads, 
to convey passengers to the railway. The board had carefully con- 
sidered the question, and they saw no reason why they should not 
be able to feed the line themselves by motor-cars, and they had 
given instructions for five cara to be ordered, each of which would 
carry 22 passengers. They hoped by that means to be able to 
convey persons from a distance, to the railway. He had, no doubt, 
that these cars would be a great convenience to the public, and in 
addition their officials would be able to find out what amount of 
traffic there was in the district, which would be useful to them in 
deciding upon applications which were made for them to construct 
light railways. The first of these cars would be running immediately 
from Helston to the Lizard, and others would follow. 


The Great Northern Railway and Electric Traction. 
—Addressing the shareholders of the Great Northern Railway Oo. 
recently at the half-yearly meeting, Lord Allerton referred to the 
fact of the approaching completion of the two tube railways to 
Finsbury Park—the Great Northern and City, and the Great 
Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton—the promoters of which, he 
said, were sanguine that it would bring a largely increased traffic 
to the Great Northern line. Under those circumstances the 
problem that they, as a board, had to solve was a somewhat difficult 
one, and the board had had under consideration the question of 
electric traction for their suburban linee. The problem for solu- 
tion was how to increase their maximum power of conveying pas- 
sengers over a single line in a given time. If the anticipations of 
the promoters of the tube lines were correct, the board would not 
be justified in tinkering with the question, or in framing their plans 
on lines which did not contemplate the doubling, or even the 
trebling, at certain hours of the day, of their passenger traffic. At 
present they ran as many trains as they dared, and their 
officers had been considering in what way the position could 
be improved. During the investigation it had been shown 
that some facilities for increasing the carrying power were more or 
less common to either steam or electricity—he referred to providing 
longer trains and the widening of the carriages. Therefore the 
decision was between steam and electricity, and it would all depend 
whether & steam locomotive could be designed and constructed 
which would give much greater acceleration with more tractive 
power without unduly increasing and concentrating the weight. At 
present, as regarded acceleration, electric traction appeared to have 
& decided advantage. He had no doubt that the builders of steam 
locomotives in this country realised how important this matter was 
to the future of their industry, and they would be very curious to 
see whether any of them could find a practical solution of the pro- 
blem. If they did they would certainly have & chance of getting 
good orders. At present, therefore, the board did not feel in a 
position to make any pronouncement on the merits as between 
steam and electric traction, but in the meantime they were pushing 
on with the improvemente, which were common to either or both 
systems. 


Hudderstield.—The Tramways Committee have in- 
structed the manager (Mr. H. N. Thomas) to make arrangements for 
carrying a limited number of cycles on the cars at owners’ risk. 


Liverpool. An improved cover for tramcars has been 
designed by Mr. E. R. Bellamy, general manager of the Liverpool 
Corporation tramways. The cover consists of a light framework 
similar to that used for the upper-deck covers for tramcars which 
have been in use in Liverpool for the last nine months; but 
instead of blinds being used to close in and protect the sides of the 
upper deck, windows will be fitted which can be raised or lowered 
in the manner of railway carriage windows. The roof is composed 
of sliding partitions, which will draw out and form a weather-tight 
top, or close up and leave two-thirds of the roof-space open to the 
sky. The new covers will cost about £35 each, as compared with 
£02, the cost of the present covers. The increascd earnings of the 


cars which have had the covered tops during the last nine months 
have averaged 144. per car-mile, or £180 per car per annum. The 
outlay on the old covers was therefore a very profitable one. The 
Tramways Committee have ordered 20 covers of the new design to 
be constructed at their Lambeth Road works as an experimental 
installation. 


Liverpool and Southport Electric Railway.—It is 
stated that the work of the electrification of the Liverpool and 
Southport section of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway is being 
rapidly pushed on, and good progress has been made both on the 
line itself, at the Formby generating station, and at the Birkdale 
transforming station. It is stated that over a month must elapse 
before the work on the line itself can be completed. 


Manchester.—At an inquest into the death of a three- 
year-old child who was killed at Failsworth on August 16th, by 
an electric car, the evidence given by the driver showed that the 
“ cow-catcher” would not act. The emergency brake was applied; 
the distance from where the child was struck, to the place where 
the car stopped, was 36 yards. 


Paris.—The Prefect of Police has advised the Paris 
Metropolitan Railway Co. of the new measures of reform aud the 
recautions for safety of passengers which will be required to be 
introduced on its system. The modifications, says Dalsiel's Paris 
correspondent, are divided into three series. First, those to be put 
into immediate execution; second, those to be introduced before 
September 5th; and third, those to be begun by November Ist. 
The first series includes the appointment of inspectors, one for 
every five stations; every short circuit is to be reported to an 
inspector, who shall thereupon determine the measures to be 
adopted. Independent lights are to be placed in every station to 
indicate the way out, and all needless barriers are to be removed. 
In the second series the company is required to isolate completely 
the motor-car from the other cars composing the train. All offices 
and installation boxes at the stations are to be constructed of in- 
combustible material, an independent system of lighting is to be 
installed, special fire alarms are to be placed in telephonic commu- 
nication with the nearest fire station. The third series contains a 
recommendation to study other systems of traction possessing fewer 
dangers of fire or panic than the one at present in use. The third 
rail carrying the electric current is to be properly guarded, so as 
to protect passengers, who may be obliged to walk along the track, 
from danger of electrocution. All the stations are to have at least 
two exits, and air shafts are to be constructed between the stations. 


Russia.— As the schemes submitted by the American 
or Russo-American promoters for the conversion to electric traction 
of the existing tramways and the construction of new lines in St. 
Petersburg and Moscow have been definitely rejected by the 
respective municipal authorities, the latter are now on the point of 
taking practical steps towards the carrying out of the work on their 
own account, by inviting tenders from competent companies or 
firms for the contracte, which are estimated at about £2,000,000. 
In order that the contracts may not be placed with foreign firms, 
the representatives of 14 Russian iron works, machinery builders 
and slsctro-mechanical works have presented petitions to the 
Minister of Finance and the Minister for Home Affairs, praying 
that the obligation may be placed upon the St. Petersburg and 
Moscow municipal authorities to order everything required for the 
proposed electric tramways from Russian works. The prospect of 
the contracta being thrown open to international competition has 
also engaged the attention of the petitioners, who represent a share 
capital of £27,000,000 and employ 77,000 workmen, and they 
suggest that even to avoid a portion of the werk being entrusted 
to external competitors, the Ministers should order the municipal 
authorities to restrict the competition exclusively to native works. 
As differences between the Government and the municipal 
authorities arose some time ago in regard to the electric tramways 
and electric railways proposed by American or Russo-American 

romoters, it will be interesting to learn how the former will act 
а view of the request of the petitioners.— Financial Times. 


Stirling.—The T.C. has under consideration the con- 
struction of a narrow gauge electric tramway from Bridge of Allan 
to Bannockburn, as an alternative to electrifying the existing line 
in the event of purchase. | 


Wallasey.—On 'Tuesday last week there was a three 
hours' stoppage of the electric tramway system, the cause being 
stated asthe fusion of an underground main near the depót. 


Wirral Railways.—At the half-yearly meeting of the 
Wirral Railways Co. Mr. T. H. Jackson, who en said 
he regretted that the receipts showed a considerable falling 
off, especially in first-class passengers. They had carried 
32,549 fewer first and 27,888 fewer third-class passengers. There 
was against that an increase in the season tickets and in the coal 
traffic. The decrease in the passenger traffic he attributed to the 
competition of the electric trams, through which they had lost 
25 per cent. of the New Brighton traffic. So far, he was sorry to 
say, the electrified Mersey Railway had not brought them any 
great advantage. Much had been said lately about self-propelled 
motors for railways. The directors had looked into the question, 
and they believed that in the end that kind of locomotion wouid 
be found to be extremely suitable for their railway, but so far their 
engineers had not been able to recommend any particular car, and 
they must wait for a more perfect one, They were atill inquiring 
into the matter. 

(Continued on page 347.) 
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THE BROTHERHOOD ENGINE WORKS. 


THE name of Brotherhood has been inseparably connected 
with the electrical engineering industry from its earliest 
days. Long before the dynamo left the category of 
* philosophical instruments" and the companionship of 
* postage-stamp edging and sealing-wax,” to quote Mr. 
Swinburne's classic phrase, and became a practical and 
workmanlike machine, Mr. Peter Brotherhood designed and 
brought to a high stage of perfection the ingenious three- 
cylinder engine with which his name is for ever associated. 
Thus it was that Mr. Brotherhood was able to lead the 
way in the direct coupling of dynamos to steam engines, for 
his was the only high-speed engine in existence that was 
suitable for this purpose. Some of the very first Gramme 


Brotherhood engines. Amongst other applications of the 
three-cylinder engine were the driving of the steering gear, 
and of air compressors; the latter were made almost exactly 
like the steam engines, thus anticipating by many years the 
type which has lately been re-introduced, with several cylinders 
arranged radially round one crank-pin, for driving by electro- 
motors. т 

Although the firm has of late years turned its attention 
more particularly to the vertical type of engine, it must not 
be supposed either that this is a new departure, or that the 
three-cylinder engine is obsolete. On the contrary, Mr. 
Brotherhood’s firm made numerous vertical engines from the 
beginning, embodying in their design various ingenious 
devices, such as automatic (but not forced) labrication, the 
single valve for compound engines, valve-rods carried through 
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dynamos introduced into this country were coupled to his 
engines in 1878-9, and examples are on record of almost all 


the earliest types—Siemens, Bürgin, Edison, Victoria, &c.— 
driven direct by Brotherhood engines. Many of our readers 
are probably unfamiliar with these pioneer sets; we there- 
fore reproduce illustrations of some of them as affording an 
interesting comparison with present-day practice, and as 
evidence of the advanced ideas of Mr. Brotherhood. 

The first Brush dynamos imported, in 1880, were coupled 
to these three-cylinder engines, and an enormous num- 
ber of the latter were made for electric lighting purposes, 
especially in connection with installations on naval vessels, 
The British Admiralty adopted electric searchlight pro- 
jectors many years before the electric lighting of ships 
became general. These searchlighta were operated by 
dynamos of various makes, but almost invariably coupled to 


the pistons and worked by eccentrics on the craukshaft, 
and the complete enclosure of the crank chamber ; more- 
over, the three-cyliuder engine is made in large numbers to 
this day, for operation by steam, air and water pressure. 
These engines are applied: to many purposes, including 
the driving of Whitehead torpedoes by compressed air. 
We understand that all these torpedoes made for the 
British Navy are fitted with Brotherhood three-cylinder 
engines; and it is a fact, as surprising as it is interesting, 
that while these weigh only 50 Ibs. each, they give out no 
less than 50 H.P. They are made entirely of bronze of 
special quality, and the three cylinders are cast in one piece ; 
some of the castings are visible in our view of the “ East 
Gallery." 

The firm was originally styled Kittoe & Brotherhood ; later 


it became Brotherhood & Hardingham, in 1873. The works 
F 
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were situated in Compton Street, Clerkenwell, but in 1882, 
Mr. Brotherhood, who had become the sole partner, decided 
to build new works on up-to-date lines, and selected a site 
on the south bank of the Thames, in Belvedere Road. These 
works were at the time regarded as admirably laid out for 
the special purpose for which they were required ; and even 
at the present day, when works organisation has been 
elevated to the position of an art, they are well able to hold 
their own amongst establishments of similar character and 


4 CORNER OF THE EREcTING SHOP. 


scope, The buildings con- 
sisted of a main machine 
shop with two galleries, 
separated from the road- 
way by the offices ; smiths’ 
shop and foundry ; boiler 
house, &c. To these were 
added, in 1884, a pattern 
shop and torpedo : engine 
shop, and in 1897 con- 
siderable extensions were 
carried out, consisting. of 
two bays, which are laid 
out аз erecting shops, 
foundries, ^ coppersmiths' 
shop, power house and 
test rooms, Views of 
several of these depart- 
ments are given herewith. 
All the shops are well 
lighted from the roof. 

Electrical appliances 
have been largely used in 
the works, which were 
lighted throughout with 
electricity when first built. 
The generating plant then 
consisted of Siemens 
dynamos, coupled direct 
to Brotherhood three- 
cylinder engines. When 
the extensions were made in 1897, electric driving 
was adopted for the whole of the machinery, and 
new generating plant was put down, which was constructed 
in the works. Independent motors were applied to groups 
of machines, to various isolated machines in the pattern- 
shops and foundry, and to the smiths’ and coppersmiths’ fans. 
The shafting in the main machine shop and in the galleries 
above is driven by two large motors. The shops are provided 
with three-motor electric cranes built by Messrs, Adamson 
and Co., of Hyde. 

The machine tools installed in the works are of modern 
high-class types, and are kept up to date by frequent addi- 
tions, They comprise the usual outfit of lathes, planers, 


boring mills, milling machines, &c., together with a number 
of machines designed for executing rapidly the special class 
of work produced. Examples of tools by most of the leading 
British and American makers are included. 

All the iron, brass, and bronze castings required are made 
in the works, excepting the heaviest pieces in cast-iron. 
Special attention has been given for many years to the 
prodaction of bronze castings of maximum strength and 
endurance. ‘That the results have been satisfactory may be 
seen from the instance given above in 
connection with the three-cylinder engines 
for torpedoes. 

The testing department is situated at 
the end of the erecting shop, and is well 
equipped with measuring instruments, 
resistances and switchgear for testing 
electrical plant, as well as apparatus for 
testing air compressors, &c. ‘Test plates 
and appliances are provided for rapidly 
fixing and coupling up steam engines and 
testing them over a wide range of loads, 
either condensing, non-condensing, or 
exhausting against steam pressure, as 
when the exhaust of the auxiliaries is 
taken into the low-pressure receiver of 
the main engines on board ship. Special 
provision is made for carrying out steam 
consumption tests, including tanks and 
weighing machines, There is a surface 
condenser specially constructed for con- 


sumption tests, and equipped with 
independent air pumps, valves and 
connections. Water for condensing 


purposes is derived from a deep well 
by means of а centrifugal; pump, 
driven by an 'electromotor. Steam is 
provided for operating the'works and for 
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testing by Babcock & Wilcox boilers, built for pressures up 
to 300 lbs. per sq. in., and fitted with superheaters capable 
of supplying steam with 120° of superheat at the testing 
beds, When it is desired to subject a steam dynamo to 
several days’ test, the dynamo is coupled up to the works 
mains, any surplus current being absorbed by resistances. 
The type of Brotherhqod engiwe of chief interest to elec- 
trical engineers is doubtless that which we illustrate, coupled 
toa Crompton dynamo. This engine is of the high speed 
enclosed type, designed to give a high degree of economy, 
with close governing and great durability ; it works silently 
and with the minimum of vibration, being well balanced 
and lubricated with oil under pressure. All parte of 
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engines of the same size are made interchangeable. 
Piston valves are used tbroughout, those on the high- 
pressure cylinder being solid, ground to fit the bore, while 
the low-pressure valves are fitted with spring rings. The 


BROTHERHOOD's PATENT AIR COMPRESSOR COUPLED DIRECT 
TO A Srx-PoLe Мотов. 


piston rods and guide slippers are finished by grinding, to 
ensure perfect truth. The bearing surfaces are of large size, 
and most of them are lined with white metal. The valveless 
pump, which forces oil to all the working parts, is provided 
with duplicate strainers, so arranged that either strainer may 
be removed and cleaned while the engine is running, without 
admitting dirt into the pipes or interfering with the action 
of the other strainer. The governor is usually of the 
throttling type mounted on the crankshaft, and is so 
arranged that while close regulation is secured at 
all speeds, a wide variation of speed can be 
obtained whilst the engine is running. It is found 
in practice that the variation of speed can easily be 
kept below 1:6 per cent. between no load and full load, 
or vice versá, and | 

the run-up when zm c 

the load is suddenly 
thrown off is less 
than 4 per cent. 
This regulation is 
maintained over a 
range of 30 per 
cent. upwards from 
the lowest speed. 
The engine illus- 
trated is of the two- 
crank compound 
type; three-crank 
compound and 


single-crank simple 
or tandem com- 
pound engines. 
Every engine made 
in the works is 
tested for steam 
consumption per hour per brake or electrical horse-power 
under working conditions, 

The works are provided with a tool room, in which gauges 
and fine tools of special type are made. The interchangeable 
system of working was adopted by Mr. Brotherhood prior to 
the establishment of the present works—a very early period 
in the history of this system ; it has been in use ever since. 
The limit gauge system is at present largely used in the 


RourH END or IRON FOUNDRY. 


works ; the gauges are made on the spot, and are adjusted 
by comparison with standard measuring machines. 

The manufacture of petrol engines for motor-cars, driving 
small dynamos, &c., has recently been commenced—largely 


BROTHERHOOD 3-CYLINDER ENGINE, COUPLED DIRECT TO Two 
GRAMME MacHiNES (DaTE 1879). 


in consequence of the exceptional facilities which exist for 
turning out accurate interchangeable work in Mr. Brother- 
hood’s establishment—and these engines have proved very 
successful, At present the entire outputistaken up fora newly- 
designed car bearing the firm's name ; but we hope shortly to 
illustrate one of these engines coupled to a dynamo. 

The premium system of payment was introduced some 
time ago, and has given resulte satisfactory to both the 
firm and to the employés. The system is very simple: a 
standard time is fixed for the execution of a given operation, 
and if it is accomplished in less than the standard time, half 
the time saved is credited to the workman at full time rates. 
Should the time be exceeded, the workman is paid at the full 
day rate; so that, while he can never lose by the system, he 
has an excellent chance of increasing his earnings. 

Since the death of Mr. Peter Brotherhood in 102, the 
business has been carried on by his son, Mr. Stanley 
Brotherhood, assisted by Mr. C. W. Bryant as engineering 
manager. We are indebted to Mr. Brotherhood for freely 
affording us facilities to obtain photographs of the works, 
and to Mr. Bryant for his courteous assistance in the 
preparation of the foregoing particulars. 


A QUESTION IN DEPRECIATION. 
By AN ENGINEER. 


Ir will not be denied that in every new undertaking the 
setting aside of an 
annual sum to 
cover depreciation 
of plant is fit and 
proper when mak- 
ing an estimate of 
the returis to be 
expected. 

As an example, 
the case of indepen- 
dent lighting plant 
may well be cited. 
The cost at which 
energy can be 
purchased is known. 
If itis to be made 
by a private plant, 
the depreciation of 
this plant must be 
allowed for if a 
fair estimate is to 
bearrived at. But 
depreciation should 
not be accepted as 
of universal application, for there are numerous 
occasions wherein it cannot be admitted if a sound com- 
mercial estimate is to be made. Let the case be con- 
sidered of an independent plant that has already been at 
work several years, and the future economy o: which is to be 
decided upon. Inquiry need not be made into the early 
history of the plant or the reasons which led up to it 
installation. It may even be granted that the installation 


346 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. Vol. 53. No. 1,344, Avausr 28, 1903. 


was initially an error, and that the economy secured over 
purchased energy will vanish if the depreciation be deducted. 
These matters are past and gone. 

The plant is there for better or worse. It has been paid 
for, and has or has not proved a commercial success, This 
matters nothing to the inquiry of to-day, which is whether 
further working of the plant will pay better than purchasing 
energy. Let it be supposed that originally the plant cost 


and it remains only to make the best of it. 


The fact that even then the undertaking has proved a loss 
does but prove that there was an initial error in putting it 
down, but it does not prove that when that error has been 
, found out there must or can be a recurrence to sound prin- 
ciples of finance, because the error once made is irremediable, 
If plant would 
sell at the book value a mistake could always be cat short 


by sale of plant, but plant which may be worth book value 


BROTHERHOOD VERTICAL ENCLOSED EnGtne DRIVINd Crompton DYNAMO. 


£6,000, and that it costs to work it £1,500 a year, and that 
energy can be bought for £1,700. If the present supposed 
depreciated value of the plant is £3,500, it should normally 
be depreciated £350 daring the year to come, so that on 
this basis, assuming depreciation, the working cost will 
really be £1,850, or £150 more than purchased energy. 
Apparently the proper course would be to stop the plant and 
bay electricity. But the plant would only sell for scrap-iron 
price. It will sell for as much if run for five or for 
10 more years. It is there and cannot be unpurchased. 
Obviously then if a correct estimate is to be arrived at the 
plant must be taken as a free gift from a past error, and the 
future working costs must be calculated without deprecia- 


as & going item becomes scrap very quickly if an attempt is 
made to sell it. Under such and similar circumstances, it 
becomes justifiable, in fact, commercially correct, to ignore 
depreciation in a plant which is already at scrap price though 
not at scrap value for the work it may still perform. 
Another somewhat parallel argument will attach to the 
evaluation of the work done by a plant and the apportion- 
ment of costs. It may occur that a private electric light 
plant is ran in connection with other plant which cannot be 
dispensed with. Firing of boilers coste, say, £80 per 
annum, and is equally divided between the two seta of plant. 
Tests show that coal costs £40 net for each plant, and a 
farther £15 for stand-by losses. When both seta of plant 


BRorHERHOOD 3-CYLINDER ENGINE DIRECT 
COUPLED TO EnpisoN DyNamo. 


tion. Already, let it be supposed, a loss of £5,000 has 
been made on its working. Thiscannot be recouped during 
the remainder of the life of the plant. But it may be pos- 
sible to run the plant for five more years, and to do so for 
£200 per annum less than bought electricity would cost. 
Here, then, is the chance of wiping out £1,000 of the loss 
already made, whereas if depreciation had been pedantically 
insisted upon the full loss would have remained, and the 
plant sold for no more than it will fetch after a few years’ 
more work, When at last the old plant can no longer be 
д ae price of purchased energy, it should be stopped 
and sold. 


BROTHERHOOD 3-CYLINDER ENGINE DiBECT COUPLED 
TO VICTORIA DYNAMO. 


are at work, each is costing £47 10s. in fuel, and £40 in 
wages—an equal division, or a total of £87 10s. each. If 
one plant is to be stopped, however, it will not produce an 
economy of this last amount. 

Probably the only economy will be the £40 on net coal, 
for all the stand-by loss of £15 is now thrown upon the 
remaining plant, as well also as all the £80 in wages. 

Here the cost of the second plant in and coal is 
only really £40 per annum, for this is ail that would be 
saved by its stoppage. It may be perfectly right to divide 
ranning costs in a strict proportion over all the plant at 
work, but when it comes to stopping one-half, the other half 


+ 
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must carry an extra load of standing charges, and the 
economy of stopping the one set cannot be more than the 
bare difference it makes. It can never be so much as the 
proper division as between running plant. 

The foregoing are but simple and elementary instances 
where the economy of a given course of action must be 
estimated on quite different lines according to the conditions, 
One cannot get away from an accomplished fact, and must 
not, therefore, be tied down by axioms that only properly 
apply before calculations on paper have been materialised in 
the form of plant, and the money sunk past recovery except 
by work. 


ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 342.) 


Spain.—An electric railway has just been completed and 
opened for traffic between San Sebastian, Astigarraga, Loyola and 
Hernani. The new line, which is about 10 kilometres long, has 
been built and equipped by the Sociedad Thomson-Houston 
Iberica, of Bilbao. 


Taff Vale Railway and Electric Traction.—Addrees- 
ing the shareholders of this railway recently, the Chairman, Mr. 
R. L. G. Vassall, said:—They had obtained powers for the electrifi- 
cation of their railway, and had intended introducing carriages with 
self-contained electric power. They obtained tenders, but none of 
them were accepted, as from an inspection of the steam motor 
carriages now being used by the London and South-Western Rail- 
way, it was concluded that it was better to adopt that method of 
coach than a coach moved by electric power. They were now bnild- 
ing, as an eriment, & self-contained steam motor carríage, and 
6 hoped it would prove useful for carrying passengers short 

istances. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


American Pacific Cable.— This cable (of the Com- 
mercial Co.) was opened for commercial cable business to and from 
the Philippine and Ladrone Islands, China, Тарап and Korea, on 
Jaly 25th. 


Brighton Telephones.— The Brighton Telephones Com- 
mittee recently approved the engineer’s revised estimate of the cost 
of telephoning Hove underground, and resolved that application be 
made to the Local Government Board for sanction to borrow a sum 
of £4,691 instead of the sum of £3,000 previously applied for, to 
defray the cost of laying ducts and constructing other works in 
Hove for extending the telephone undertaking to that borough, 
such loan to be repaid within 25 years. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES, 


Amin. 


Le е ее өе eo June 90, 1800 .. өө 
Trinidad- erara No.l .. ce „ Aug. 97, 1001 .. T 
Dominice-Martinique ee ее ее ее May 8, 1909 ee ee 
Bt Lucia- Martinique eo ee ee ee May 8, 1903 ее ee 


Guadeloupe-Martinique e. so ве . May9,1908  .. өө 

Fla. .. July 10, 12. 
Ca enne-Pinheiro ee ев ee ee eo Aug. 18, 1908 ee ее 
St. Lucia-8t. Vincent .. „„ Sept. 19, 1908 .. ee 
Reissa-Issa - А d 
Reissa-Yemani .. өө .. Oct. 23,1903 .. b 
Faraman оо сотепве ee ee ^ ee oo oe Feb. 21, 1908 ee ee 
New York-Hai ee ee ee ee oe April 18, 1908 ee oe 


Fao-Bushire " 4$ .. July 28, 1908 m 

Bolama-Bissao .. T T .. Aug. 4, 1903 .. we 

Antigua-Guadeloupe .. s A sx .. Aug. 9, 198 © 

Mozambique-Madagascar  .. T ee .. Aug. 20,1908 .. А 
LANDLINES. 

To Puerto Barrios T й .. July W, 1908 .. Ру 

Rome-Pera ws és ee . Aug. 8, 193 ss 


Hull Telephones.—At a meeting of the Corporation 
Telephones Committee on 18th inst., the following report was pre- 
sented to the sub-committee :— 

^ We had an interview with the representatives of the National 
Telephone Co. at Hull on 5th inst., when, after considerable dis- 
cussion, the following basis of arrangement was agreed to by both 
parties, and we recommend its adoption by the Committee and the 
Council :— 

* That in consideration of the National Telephone Co. withdraw- 
ing their appeal and agreeing to mutual free intercommunication 
between their subscribers in the Hull area and those wbo may join 
the Corporation system, and also mutual intercommunication 
between the latter and the subscribers in other towns through the 
trunk wires),of the Postmaster-General, without апу, terminal or 


other cbarge being made by either the company or the Corporation, 
the Corporation shall continue present and future underground 
wayleaves to the company until the expiration of the company's 
licence in 1911, on the terms of the agreement of March 18th, 1899, 
except that the demands therefor under such agreement shall be 
reduced by one-half as from March 18th next, the cost of the 
necessary junction lines to be borne equally by the company and the 
Corporation. 

We are of opinion, as a result of our discussion with the repre- 
sentatives of the company, that in the event of the Corporation not 
entering into competition at present, an alternative arrangement 
could be effected on the following basis :— 

“1. The company to forthwith introduce (in addition to the 
existing lines and other services) & measured service tariff on 
the following scale:—45 to cover 600 calls per annum; £6 1,000 
calls; £7 1,600 calls; £8 2,100 calls; and £9 2,600 calls. All 
inward calls to be free, and excess local calls to be charged for at 
the rate of 1d. per call. 

“ 2. The unlimited rates to remain as at present; and, 

“3. The company to pay for the underground wayleaves the full 
oharges mentioned in the agreement of March 18th, 1899." 

The reoommendation of the Committee with reference to the 
arrangement set forth in the first part of the report was adopted. 


Wireless Telegraph Congress.—We learn from a 
correspondent in Brussels that the members of the congress were in 
agreement as to the main lines of policy and the necessity for & 
conference; the English delegates, however, made reservations, as 
they held themselves bound by their engagements with the Marconi 
Co. The monopoly granted to Marconi by the Italian Government 
is one of a highly detrimental nature, for if other inventors made 
great advances in wireless telegraphy, the Government will be 
unable to take advantage of them. "The Marquis di Solari, it is said, 
distinguished himself at the congress by his loquacity ; but his long 
speeches, although not without interest, left the impression that it 
was not the voice of the scientist, but of the collaborator of Marconi, 
who in defending the latter defended his own interests. One of his 

rincipal arguments was that Marconi being the promoter of wire- 
ess telegraphy, and his company having carried out experiments at 
great cost, they were deserving of special consideration ; but this 
view met with little favour. The Marquis left Berlin before the close 
of the congress, for what reason is not known. The members of the 
congress visited the installations of the ''Telefunken" Co., the 
amalgamated Braun-Siemens & Halske and Slaby-Arco Syndicate. 
M. L. Comte Arco entertained them with trials of multiple wire- 
less telegraphy ; M. Seibt showed an apparatus of his own invention 
for demonstrating the fundamental principles of the science; M. 
Schmidt explained the use df some new instruments for measuring 
electric waves, by means of which stations worked on different 
systems could be tuned in agreement; M. Schloemilch showed his 
new receiver utilising the infiuence of the electric oscillations upon a 
polarisation cell. Sparks two metres long were produced for the 
edification of the visitors, who afterwards visited the huge installa- 
tion at Oberschónweide intended for communicating with a Swedish 
Naval station at Karlskrona, 450 km. distant (including 150 km. 
overland). 

Arrangements were made for a Congress to be held again at 
Berlin next year, to go into the details of the proposed regulations, 
which have as yet only been touched upon. 


Wireless Telegraphy.— The re-cstablishment of the 
trans-Atlantic service is & matter of tbe most profound indefinite- 
nes& The prospect of resumption is becoming more remote than 
ever. We read that a morning paper has been officially informed by 
the Marconi Co. to tbe following effect :— 

“ Our machinery at Poldhu was, it is true, injured by an accident 
on April 1st last, but nothing in the natute of an explosion took 
place. Communication was re-established, the interruption of the 
service being due to & breakdown in certain machinery commonly 
used for many other purposes than wireless telegraphy. While the 
repairs were in hand Mr. Marconi had made what appeared to be a 
very important improvement. This is being tested with a view to 
its use in connection with the trans-Atlantic service, and until we 
know whether it will be embodied in the trans-Atlantic stations or not, 
we shall probably not open them for any public service such as the 
! Times? messages, as if we decide to utilise this new improvement 
the service will again have to be interrupted if the alterations are 
to be made.” 

It is quite clear from this that By Marconigram” need not be 
expected to appear at the heading of the Times American corre- 
spondence for some time to come. 

Mr. Herbert Russell, who was on board H.M.S. Hood during the 
manceuvres, writing in the Daily Express of Tuesday last, says that 
wireless telegraphy during the manœuvres did nothing further 
than demonstrate its absolute inutility in its existing form for sea 
war purposes, owing to ite liability to be intercepted and distorted. 
It even eeased to be a means of baffling the enemy, because neither 
side paid the least attention to the disjointed messages. 

Mr. Marconi left Liverpool on Saturday for New York in the 
Cunard liner Lucania. The principal object of his visit is to make 
experiments with a view to her perfecting his system of wire- 
less telegraphy, and these will be made on board the Lucania, 
which has been specially fitted for this purpose with more appa- 
ratus. A few days ago an independent apparatus was fixed to the 
aft mast which connects with the cabin Mr. Marconi occupies on the 
voyage, and by means of indicators he will be enabled to judge as 
to the intensity of the messages required at certain distances. These 
experimenta are to ascertain what is the actual power required to 
send & message a certain distance on & moving station such as the 
Lucania or other of the Cunard boats.— Tunes. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Belgium.—Tenders bave just been invited for the 
concession for the supply of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes in the little town of Ciney (Namur province). 


Brisbane.—September 30th. The deputy Postmaster- 
General is in the market for certain postal and telegraphic material. 


France.—The French Ministry of the Colonies in Paris 
bas placed a contract with the Société Metallurgique de Gorcy 
(Meurthe et Moselle) for 69 tons of galvanised iron wire 3 mm. 
diameter, required for the telegraph service in Indo-China. 


France.—sSeptember 3rd. The French Post and Tele- 
graph Authorities are inviting tenders until September 3rd for the 
supply of 104 tons of telegraph wire. Tenders are to be sent to Le 
Sous-Secretaire d'Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de 
Grenelle, 103, Paris, whence particulars may be obtained. 


France.— Tenders are at present being invited by the 
Municipal Authorities of Besancon (Doubs) for the concession for 
the establishment and working of a central power station to supply 
electrical energy to Besancon and Mouthier, utilising the water 
power of the falls on the River La Loue, the flow of which is 
estimated at about 2,000 litres per second. 


Holland.—October Ist. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Hungary.—August 31st. Tenders are being invited 
until the 31st inst. by the municipal authorities of Besster- 
czebanya (Neusohl) for the establishment in the town of a central 
electricity generating station of a capacity of 500 H.P. 


Greece. September 10th. The Municipal Authorities 
of La Can ce are inviting tenders until September 10th for the 
electric lighting of the town. 


Ipswich.—August 28th. Light and power installation 
in generating station, &c. See Official Notices” August 21st. 


Johannesburg.—October 19th. Gas producer plant ; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative :—Water-tabe boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 500 or 
more electric meters. See Official Notices June 12th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-H.P. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving a three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See Official 
Notices” July 24th. 


New South Wales.— September 12th. Tenders are 
being invited by the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales 
for an additional generating set of 1,500 kw. for their tramway 
power station. 


Pietermaritzburg.—September 7th. Poles and over- 
head equipment for the Corporation tramways. See Official 
Notices” August 21st. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Radeliffe.— September 5tb. Tramway and lighting 
feeders, cables, conduits and accessories. See Official Notices“ 
Avgust 21st. 


Southend.— September 14th. Steam dynamo, boiler 
and condenser for the electricity works. See Official Notices 
to-day. 


Spain.—September 5th. The Spanish Post and Tele- 
graph Authorities are inviting tenders until September 5th for the 
establishment and working of a telephonic system at San Lorenzo 
del Escorial. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to 
be а к, La Direccion General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carreta’, 
10, Madrid. 


Stoke-upon-Trent.—September 11th. Pipe-work, non- 
conducting covering, and water-softening plant for the electricity 
scheme. See Official Notices August 21st. 


Whitechapel.— September 12th. Electric lighting of а 
portion of the Infirmary. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


CLOSED. 


Bootle.—The Corporation has accepted the combined 
tender of Messrs. Ferranti and Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., for two 
600-xw. Ferranti-Peebles traction generating sets. The engines are 
to be of Ferranti’s cross-compound type, and the generators of 
Peebles's standard multipolar traction type. 


Metropolitan and Distriet Railways.—We are in- 
formed that the Underground Electric Railways Company, of 
London, Limited, has awarded the contract for the entire 
control equipments for its new electric trains on the Metro- 
politan District Railway to the British Thomson - Houston 
Co., Limited, of Rugby. The system to be employed is the 
Sprague-Thomson-Houston multiple unit system, with which an 
experimental train has been equipped on the company's newly- 
opened line from Ealing to Harrow, and on which, for over four 
months past, continuous experiments and competitive tests under 
special and normal conditions of trafic have been going on, to 
ascertain which of the two systems of contro] competing will best 
meet the various requirements of this railway, having a due regard 
to the safety of passengers, reliability of control, economy of power,, 
low cost of maintenance, comfort to passengers, and simplicity. 
We learn that i& was after thoroughly weighing all these matters 
that the contract was. as mentioned, awarded to the British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. A somewhat similar series of teste 
were made before the decision was arrived at as to what system of 
control should be adopted on the New York underground railways, 
and the same system of multiple unit train control was decided 
upon. This system is being used, or contracted for, by over 32 
railways throughout the entire world, over 2,000 equipments being 
at present ia use. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Wednesday, September 9th.—Meeting of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science opens at Southport. 


ADDENDUM TO ELECTRICITY WORKS 
LISTS. 


SHOREDITCH —Whiston Street works opened 1902; 4 B. & W 
marine,“ 2 Wallsend-Westinghouse steam dynamos, total 
capacity 1,600 kw. Max. load in both stations 1,880 Kw. 
Total cap. expd. £289,744. Pb. Ид. 286 arc. Motors 360 
= 1,500 в.н.р. Units sold 3,040,964. Price obtd. 3:034d. ; 
works costs 2:07d. ; total coste 3 041d. 


NOTES. 


The Late Lord Salisbury.—The career of the great 
statesman who has passed away at Hatfield since the appear- 
ance of our last issue, hae been completely and admirably 
placed before the world in the newspapers, and the eulogiums of 
these have varied largely according to the shades of their political 
views. But in an organ devoted to electrical science aud engi- 
neering, we are happily freed from the embarrassment of political 
tension; the more especially is this the case in the present instance, for 
we believe that all electrical engineers, whatever may bave been their 
political leanings—had a peculiar regard for Lord Salisbury because 
of the personal interest which he had for many years taken in el( c- 
trical and other departments of scientific discovery and research. 
This interest is exemplified in the fact that the official list of 
members of the Institution of Electrical Engineers contains the 
following entry among its members :— 


“ 1894.—Salisbury, the Marquis of, K.G., P.C, D. C. L., 
F. R. S., &c., Hatfield House, Herts.” 


Asa president of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, he also demonstrated in a practical manner that his was no 
mere smattering of matters scientific, and science universally will 
feel the loss it has sustained in the death of this great and good 
man, sans peur et sans reproche. 


The London 'Bus.—Alderman John Pound told the 
shareholders of the London General Omnibus Co. the other day 
that he could not say whether the London omnibus was going to 
remain a horse-drawn vehicle. Motor buses had been delivered to 
them, and while the authorities were deciding if they would license 
them, the company was testing them in various ways. With regard 
to motors, the two main points to consider were safety and economy 
of working. At the present time their position was such that they 
could profitably adopt motors, but they must first be satisfied that 
motors would carry the public safely, and would be worked at least 
as economically as their present vehicles. 


Motor-Hansoms.— It is reported that the London 
Express Motor Service, Ltd., of 37, Walbrook, E.C., will in three 
months’ time place 50 motor-driven hansom cabs on tbe London 
streets to ply for hire. This is said to be the outcome of exhaustive 
experiments extending over the past six months. 


Switzerland.—The Union Vandoise der Commerce et 
de l'Industrie, of Lausanne, is offering a prize of 4,000 fr. (£160) 
for the best scheme for the application of electric power in the 
Canton of Vaud to the development of industry in general and to 
the introduction of domestic industries in particular. 
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The Quimby Pump.—A novel type of screw pump is 
the Quimby, which is being introduced by the Quimby Co., who 
have their London office in Temple Bar House. This pump consists 
of two rapidly revolving spindles each carrying a pair of oppositely- 
screwed helices which gear with the similar helices on the parallel 
spindle as clearly shown in fig. 1. One spindle is driven by the 
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on the part of the mechanical and civil engineering fraternities to 
lack of competency in things other than electrical ; but the facts are 
the other way, andit will remain for those responsible for the electrifi- 
cation to provide the solution to a question which admits of no delay. 

To suggest the best means of coping with ths difficulty without a 
full knowledge of the circumstances, is, of course, impossible; but 


Fic. 1.—MOTOR-DBIVEN QUIMBY PUMP. 


other, which in turn is driven by a motor, a belt, or auy otber 
means. The pump ie noiseless in action, and the firet made 
machines seven years old are still at work. It will pump water, 
oil, tar, molasses, paper pulp or cement slip, or indeed anything 
that will flow, and will work up to pressures of 120 lbs. per sq. in. 
It is specially suitable for motor-driving, because it has no points of 
greater or less resistance, and is always steady, When electrically- 
driven it can easily bo set to start and stop automatically. 

The method of working of this pump appears to be that the 
threaded parts of the spindle fit the pump case, while the opposite 
intergeared helix acts as a displacer and compels the liquid to flow 
towards the outlet. Being opposite in their screwing, the two helices 
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the pressing need leads us to suggest the feasibility of employing 
eleotrically-driven pumps, in connection with suitable drainage 
sumps, and special pipe lines delivering into the river above high 
tide level, or into some other reliable drainage system. The 
expenditure, even if considerable, is unavoidable, and canaot be 
compared with the losses entailed by successive dislocations of traffic.e 
Electrical power has been at hand for years, 1n both West Brompton 
and Hammersmith, and the electrical departments are laid out with a 
view to supplying just such sudden demands as these. Taking 
into account the gravity of the question, the damage to both the 
company’s reputation and permanent way, it is amazing that such a 
state of affairs should have existed for so many years. 
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serve to equilibrate the end thrust, reducing friction to a minimum 
and securing good overall efficiency, which varies from 60 per cent. 
for pressures of 125 Ibs. up to 65 per cent. for half that pressure. 
There is of course a pair of wheels gearing the two spindles of the 
pump rigidly together, as shown atia in fig. 1. The iexternal 
appearance of a motor-driven pump is shown in fig. 2. Very little 
foundation is required, though speeds are as high as 900 to 1,400 
revolutions per minute, according to size. 


The Hammersmith and Brompton Railway Floods. 
—The ever-recurring stoppages of traffic on London's most impor- 
tant east and west artery, due to temporary aud preventible flood- 
ing, surely call for some explanation on the part of those in 
command. The fact that London's travelling public appears to 
have become resigned to its long suffering will perhaps account for 
the apathy which the company's engineers have displayed in paat 
years, toward what in any other place but London would be 
jastly regarded as a disgraceful state of affairs. It is not sufficient, 
either for those who run the line or those who use it, that the 
company shift the responsibility on to the shoulders of the local 
drainage authorities; that the latter course will lead to complica- 
tions aod vexatious delays is inevitable, while the һарівав pas- 
sengers continue meanwhile to suffer the greatest inconvenience. 
One may well ask who is responsible for a state of affairs which 
can lead so frequently to the disorganisation of a railway system. 
The District Railway was not built yesterday, and the flooding, 
which has occurred,about six times during the present year, cannot 
have been unknown in previous years. If the electrical engineering 
interest was a dominating one, we could have understood references 


Liability for Tramway Accidents.—In the Hudders- 
field Corporation tramcars for some time past a stock subject for 
discussion has been a notice affixed to the seats and to various other 
prominent positions. By this notice the Corporation seek to put a 
Jimit to their responsibility in cases of accident on the cars, &c. 
Oa each ticket is also printed the following :—'' Issued at reduced 
fares, and subject to the bye-laws, and on condition that in case of 
injury from whatever cause arising the total liability of the Cor- 
poration shall not exceed £25. Except as above, passengers travel 
at their own risk." In order to ascertain an opinion which might 
be regarded of fairly interpreting the law, a resident recently put 
the case before the Justice of the Peace. The reply given in Satur- 
day's issue of that journal is as follows: — The local authority, 
being the owners of the tramways and working them are 'pro- 
moters' within Bec. 55 of the Tramways Act, 1870, and are, uader 
that section, ‘answerable for all accidents, damages, and injuries 
happening through their act or default, or through the act or 
default of any person in their employment, by reason of or in con- 
sequence of any of their works or carri ' This being a statutory 
obligation, the tramway authority cannot limit their liability in the 
case of passengers in tbe manner proposed. Even apart from 
Sec. 55 the tramway authority cannot except or limit their liability 
for negligence." | 


The B.A. Meeting at Southport. — This year's 
meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
will be opened on Wednesday week, September 9th. The papers 
which are already down for reading in the Engineering Bection, 
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over which Mr. Charles Hawksley, Past- President Inst. O. E., will 
preside, include the following :— 

"The Problem of Modern Street Traffic,” by Lieut.-Oolonel 
Crompton, В E., С.В. 

"Protective Devices for High Tension Circuite" by W. B. 
Woodhouse. 

“ Refuse Destructors and Power Production,” by W. F. Goodrich. 

„Parallel Running of Alternators,” by B. Hopkinson. 

“ Balancing of large Engines," by J. Perry. 

“Pendulum Apparatus for Testing Steel as regards Brittleness," 
by Captain H. Riall Sankey, R.A. | 

* A new Form of Mirror Extensometer," by J. Morrow. 

“ Clutches,” by H. S. Hele Shaw. 

% Ventilation of Tube Railways,” by J. W. Thomas. 

^ Liquid Fuel,” by A. M. Bell. 

" The Manchester and Liverpool Express Railway," by F. B. 
Behr. 

" Aluminium as an Electrical Conductor," by J. B. O. Kershaw. 

“ Electric Traction," by J. N. Shoolbred. 

“ A further Note on Gas Engine Explosions,” by H. E. Wimperis. 

„The Single-Phase Repulsion Motor," by W. Cramp. 

'" Steam Traffic on Common Roads,” by T. Clarkson. 

“ Smoke Abatement,” by W. G. Popplewell. 

“ Illustrations of Graphical Analysis,” by J. Harrison. 

Report of the Small Screw Gauge Committee. 

Report of thé Road Traction Committee. 

There will also be a paper giving “ An account of the Manchester 
Municipal School of Technology.” | 

Excursions have been arranged to places of engineering interest, 
including a visit on Saturday, September 12th, to the Manchester 
Municipal School of Technology, and on the same day to the Works 
of the British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., at 
Trafford Park. 

On Thursday, September 17th, the British Insulated Wire Co.'s 
Works, at Prescot, will be visited, also the L. & Y. Railway Co.'s 
Works, at Horwich. 


Train Resistance Formulie,.—Our American name- 
sake prints a paper by Mr. J. Balch Blood, read at the June meeting 
of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. Mr. Blood dis- 
cussed the matter in the same place about three years ago. His 
idea of train resistance formule is that each item of resistance 
should receive separate consideration, and a rational formula sbould 
be capable of being constructed therefrom with correct exponents to 
the variables. 

The Eastern Railway of France determined four formule for 
different speeds from extensive experiments, and from these 
results Mr. Blood corcludes that velocity should enter into a 
rational formula with a fractional index, which he fixes at 1:8, and 
commends the courage of Mr. Aspinall, who also uses a fractional 
exponent of 1:66. The head and tail resistance is by no means a 
constant, and is varied according to the class of car employed. 
Obviously the value of this coefficient must vary considerably 
according as the cars are vestibuled or even closely coupled as on 
the Midland Railway, or coupled in the slovenly manner of 
ordinary American trains, or some of our own sopthern lines. 

He suggests a formula of the following type :— 


R=a+tBM + (c + >) м", where 


в is the resistance in lbs. per ton. 

M the speed in miles per hour. 

T the train weight in tons (? 2,000 lbs.). 

n exponent = 1*8. 

A & Bliding friction coefficient. 

B a rolling , T 

C a coefficient of side resistance. 

D a coefficient of head and steam resistance, and he finds A 
varies from three to seven as between freight trains and light 
electric cars. 

B varies from 0'15 to 0:12 for light and heavy track. 

c from 0:00168 to 0:0014 for ordinary or vestibuled cars, and D 
from 0:25 to 0:35 for small cars, and large electric cars, or suburban 
trains. 

The subject is evidently very much in the clouds so far, and 
whether a purely rational formula will be found eventually that 
will give better or more reliable results than the better class of 
empirical formula it is difficult to say. 

At present, what is known positively as a result of half a century 
of practice is that certain locomotives will do certain work, and 
constructors cannot get far wrong, for every step forward is so 
smallthat no change in the design of cars or engines carries one 
out of sight of their predecessors, while they are known quantities, 
which form a safe guide to future designers. 


Modern Methods of Profit Sharing, &c.—5ome 
articles have been contributed to recent issues of the Engineering 
Magazine by Mr. Kershaw, in which the author gives an interesting 
picture of the various profit-sbaring, or workman-conciliating 
arrangements that have been devised and put into practice in Great 
Britain, Germany, and the United States. In Germany attention 
is mostly bestowed upon the improvement of tbe social condition 
of the men's lives rather than upon giving high wages or bonuses. 
At the machinery works of Ludwig Loewe & Co., in Berlin, lava- 
tories and lockers are provided for the bande, sothat they may wash 
and change their clothes when leaving. The factories are warmed 
with hot air in winter. At Schuckert's, over and above the legally 
necessary sick, accident and old age funds, the firm has started a 
special pension fund by a contribution of £40,000. To this fund all 
employés cn the staff subscribe 4 per cent. of their salaries, the 
mortcysa being refunded without interest if the officer should quit 
his post. All men in receipt of weekly wages become members of 


the fund after five years' service; they do not contribute. When 
invalided they reoeive £1 per month plus 1s. for every extra year's 
employment above five, the maximum being 50s. per month. After 
five years any salaried member of the fund is entit!ed 'to sick pay 
equal to 1 per cent. of hís last year's salary, plus 2 per cent. (up to 
70 cent.) for every additional year. Widows receive half the sum 
due to their husbands, plus 10 per cent. for every child —this pay- 
ment continuing during the woman's life. All employés share in 
the profits after one year's service, the premiums being invested by 
the firm, if requested, in the municipal eavings bank till the amount 
reaches £25, when it is transferred to the firm's capital and ranks 
for ordinary dividend. Each workman's share is limited to £100. 
There is also a co-operative cash supply association ; while beer and 
other light refreshments can be obtained inside the works, the profits 
going to the men's pension fund. Training schools for mechanics 
and clerks are carried on by the firm, and baths for the hands have 
also been built. Mrs. Schuckert has spent £15,000 upon an evening 
continuation school for the children. At the German Niles Tool 
Works, near Berlin, very similar arrangements are to be found, each 
man being allowed half an hour per week in the firm's time for his 
free bath. There isa dining hall fitted with gas stoves and a can- 
teen; also a surgery with a trained male nurse in charge, situated in 
the factory. In England we have our Port Sunlight village of 600 
semi-letached houses for the 3,000 employés engaged by Lever 
Bros., also Mr. Cadbury's village at Bournville, and the one at 
Saltaire. The Bournville scheme is in several respects purely 
philanthropic, the others may be regarded as simple business 
speculations, with an admirable non-' pauperising" element of 
philanthropy thrown in. Mr. Hartley’s method at Fazakerley 
takes the form of distribu'ing a fixed proportion of the profits 
among the hands in cash at Christmas, the sum received partly 
depending upon the excellence of the individual's work. Clark, 
Nickolls & Coombs set aside half their profits after paying a divi- 
dend of 6 per cent, giving & portion of the residue iu cash, and 
investing the other as a provident fund against marriage, sick- 
ness, or death. The plans adopted by the South Metropolitan Gas 
Co. and the Thames Shipbuilding Co. are too well known to need 
further reference. Messrs. Colman, of Norwich, offer to pay a 
pension of 8s. per week to all those employés in their service aged 
65, who have contributed to the fund at least 2d. per week. The 
men’s contributions accumulate at 3 per cent. interest, guaranteed 
by the firm and increase the 8s. Should a man leave the firm or die 
before the age of 65, his own contributions plus interest are paid to 
him or his heirs. At Denny & Co.’s men are paid for useful 
written suggestions which benefit the firm. Furness, Withy & Co., 
and Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., have increased their ordinary 
capital by 500,000 shares, which are offered to the men, the money 
forthe purchase being advanced at 3j per cent. In the United 
States, the Bethlehem Steel Co. lay down a fixed time for the com- 
pletion of each large job, and pay a fixed day wage therefor; any 
saving in time is rewarded by a bonus or premium. The foremen 
and under managers are also paid a bonus, which increases with the 
bonases earned by their gangs. The National Cash Register Co., of 
Dayton, Ohio, who employ large numbers of women and girls, have 
gone in for bigh-backed chairs and footstools for their sitting hands; 
lifts, refreshments, dancing schools, a free dispensary, free baths in 
the firm's time, &c. They claim to get more work done in the 73 
hours now than formerly in 10. Heintz & Co., of Pittsburg, have 
similar arrangements, with free working dresses, a brass band, 
choral and dramatic societies, and roof gardens. Mr. Kershaw pro- 
poses to discuss the future of the bonus and premium systems of 
payment in futurearticles; at present he seems in favour of the 
adoption of a moditied form of the American system of premium. 
He appears to like the German social and domestic schemes for 
benefiting the workers, but remarks that they do not promcte out- 
put of work as do cash payments. He leans to an immediate 
system of rewards, stating that most men (whether workers or 
capitalists) prefer a pound in the pocket to a post dated cheque on 
a shaky (sic) bank, and would rather receive a premiam of 50 per 
cent. on their income paid weekly than a bonus of 5 per cent., or 
less, paid annually.” Accepting these figures and methods of com- 
parison, it is not altogether surprising if they do so. 


The Pecuniary Value of Scientific Research.— 
In the course of his address upon science and commerce, to which 
we have elsewhere referred, Sir Philip Magnus remarked how 
regularly the control of a factory by the highly-trained technical 
men working on their own lines in a well equipped and properly 
financed laboratory leads to economy in the cost of production, and 
to unexpected discoveries, which give birth to subsidiary industries. 
He also observed how frequently these by-products of experiment 
prove of more valus than the results of the original investigation. 
These facta have for long been so obvious to technical men that they 
are mere truisms, but they are commonly ignored implicitly, if not 
explicitly, by British manufacturers. If the ordinary manufacturer 
in this country worships at all at the shrine of science, he considers 
he has sacrificed sufficiently when his laboratory contains just the 
minimum number of skilled men to test the raw materials, watch 
over the manufacturing processes, and examine the finished goods: 
further investigation is a mere waste of time and money. To illus- 
trate the usual result of this short-sighted policy, Sir Philip 
Magnus does not refer to the aniline dye trade, of which we have 
heard eo much lately, but quotes the glass trade, where the pheno- 
mena are similar though less known. Some years ago tbe manu- 
facture of glass was taken up as a serious ecientific study in 
Germany, in order that, primarily, better material might be made 
for the use of chemists. The result ів, not only that endless 
varieties cf glass Laving higher softening points and greater 
resistance to chemical reagents, &c., can be made; but also that 
other glasses posscesing almost апу or every property that opticians 
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and microscope builders require can be produced, some of the pro- 


perties combined in one sample having been formerly considered 
antagonistic. The scientific result is that many of the physical 
properties of a hitherto unmade glass can be predicted from its 
chemical composition, and that numerous chemical elements prac- 
tically untouched hy the glass maker in this country are regular 
ingredients in special brands of Jena glass which are largely used 
for particalar purposes; the commercial result is that Germany has 
“almost a monopoly in the production of lenses and optical 
instrumenta" Sir Philip might hava added, and of lamp 
chimneys. 


The Industrial Syndicates of Germany.—A report 
upon German trade has recently been sent home by Mr. Oppen- 
heimer, our Consul-General at Frankfort, in which considerable 
attention is devoted to the syndicates which permeate so many 
branches of industry in the Empire. The “trust” proper is 
рга cally unknown in Germany: the institution dealt with by 

А ud para is the “syndicate,” an agency resembling the 
old guilds which separates producer from buyer, regulating through 
one central office conditions of sale for & whole branch of manu- 
facture. These syndicates have worked on a high-price policy, 
running up prices during the last commercial boom in Germany, 
and inducing customers to sign contracts extending over long 
periods of time; so that when the last depression arrived, the 
customers were still practically compelled to buy their raw or semi- 
finished material at a price out of proportion to that obtained for 
the completed products. Contrary to some people’s expectations, 
the syndicates have proved themselves able to withstand the times 
of depression, for they strengthened themselves by granting private 
export bounties, and by reducing the stocks in the home markets 
through selling at any price abroad. Some of the syndicates in the 
Westphalian iron and coal trades have started a clearing house for 
exports at Diisseldorf, which fixes and liquidates the bonuses. 
Daring the March— June quarter of this year there was a bonus of 
1:50 marks per ton on the coal and coke used in the manufacture of 

goods, and an additional 2:50 upon raw iron. On half- 
finished iron goods, and upon girders, there was an inclusive bonus 
of 10 marks per ton. As regards selling at any prices in foreign 
markets, it is said that the wire-nail syndicated manufacturers 
recently made & home (German) profit of 1,200,000 marks in six 
months, but made a loss of 859,000 marks in the same period 
abroad. Again, iron bars for exports were quoted last September 
at 80 or even 72 marks f. o. b.; but delivered at Rhenish-Westpbalian 
works, they cost 95 marks. A syndicate’s home prices are regulated 
by the Customs duty, the figure being fixed, after local competition 
has been extinguished, just low enough to keep out the foreigner. 
Thus the syndicate policy, it is said, will prevent modern protective 
duties from beneflting the public of the protected country, as was 
formerly the case when they stil fostered a sound home 
competition. The syndicated manufacturers refuse to sell to firms 
who buy from outside manufacturers or from foreigners; and 
related syndicates also combine, until & syndicated firm refuses to 
have dealings with any concern which is itself not syndicated. 
Thus German material can be bought more cheaply abroad than at 
home, although much of the home stuff is bought to be worked up 
into exports. Hence in foreign (non- German) markets, goods made 
outside Germany from German raw ог half finished material com- 
pete easily with goods made in the Empire from the same material; 
and, consequently, the German export trade in finished goods is 
declining at the expense of that in semi-raw material. The general 
result is enormously to benefit persons with much capital at their 
disposal; fortbe tyranny of the ayndicates is such that the manu- 
facturer of finished from partially-finished goods is tempted to make 
instead of buy, until he eventually owns the works or mines which 
enable him to deal with absolutely raw material Syndicates 
abolish that competition which has led to technical improvements 
and inventions, and prevents natural selection" among factories. 
Nevertheless, syndicates make the capital invested in trade less 
susceptible to crises, render prices more even and steady, abolish 
price-cutting, and reduce the expenses of production. They benefit 
the labour market, steady employment and wages; and if home 
prices are artificially kept up in times of depression, wholesale 
dismissal of employés is not necessary, so that the various trades 
more'easily acquire an old and experienced body of workmen. 


Carbon Electrodes.—A paper read before the American 
Electro-chemical Society at its Niagara Falls Convention was 
entitled “Note on Testing Carbon Electrodes,” by Mr. F. A. J. 
Fitzgerald, who is connected with the International Acheson Gra- 

hite Co., of Niagara Falls. Mr. Fitzgerald pointed out, that in 

th electro-chemical and in electro-metallurgical processes in 
which carbon electrodes are used, the determination of the density 
is important, as the general efficiency of the electrode will depend 
upon the nature of the carbons, and on the methods used in their 
manufacture. Both the real density and the apparent idensity 
should be found, for from these two quantities the porosity may 
be calculated. The real density was referred to as the density 
of the carbon of which the electrode is made, while the apparent 
density is the ratio of weight of the electrode to its volume, 
taken as a whole. The porosity is the ratio of the difference 
of the volume of the electrode taken as a whole, and the 
volame of the carbon of which it is composed, to the volume 
of the electrode taken as a whole. As amorphous carbons 


and graphites retain the air, the determination of the real density 


is difficult. Mr. Fitzgerald described a method in which he used a 
volumeter fitted with a rubber stopper through which a glass tube is 
passed, the end of the tube being bent back on itself. The volu- 
meter is placed in a water bath. A specimen to be tested is 
weighed. The volumeter partly filled with kerosene is placed in the 
water bath; a reading is taken, the specimen introduced, and the 


volumeter connected with the vacuum pump. When the maximum 
attainable vacuum is obtained through the vacuum gauge for a 
period of 10 minutes, the volumeter is disconnected and a reading 
taken, after which the operation is repeated and another readiug 
taken. This is continued until two consecutive readings are the 
same. The difference between the last and the original reading is 
the real volume of the specimen, from which the real density is 
calculated. 

In order to determine the apparent density, the electrode is given 
a light coat of shellac and put in the volumeter, which now contains 
water, and the volume of water displaced is noted. To get at the 
porosity it is important that the real and apparent densities should 
be determined from the same specimen, since both these quantities 
vary in carbons. An average specimen should be obtained. 

Mr. Fitzgerald farther pointed out that “in certain electrolytic 
processes the use of amorphous carbon electrodes is unsatisfactory 
because of their rapid disintegration in the electrolyte. This , 
may be overcome to а certain extent by special methods 
of manufacture or by using amorphous carbons, such аз 
retort carbon, which show greater resistance to disinte- 
gration. Similar remarks apply to the use of carbon 
electrodes for the electric furnace in metallurgical work. Of all 
forms of carbon, graphite shows the. greatest resistance to oxidising 
and disintegrating actions; when, therefore, it is possible to use 
carbon at all, graphite gives the best result. It is obvious, how- 
ever, that an electrode made like the ordinary graphite brush, such - 
as is frequently used on dynamos and motors, would be of little 
use, since the graphite particles are held together by a binding 
material of amorphous carbon, and consequently disintegration 
would be nearly, if not quite, as rapid as in the use of amorphous 
carbon electrodes. To obtain the best possible results the electrode 
should contain no amorphous carbon, and it is, therefore, important 
to have some method of testing electrodes to determine whether 
they are composed entirely of graphite." 


Carborundum as a Furnace Lining.— Further details 
as to the employment and value of carborundum as a furnace lining, 
and as a means of preserving less refractory materials against fire 
or high temperatures, to which we referred briefly in our issue for 
December 12th last, have been given in a recent article printed in 
the German Zeitschrift für Beleuchtungswesen. When any object 
such as a crucible, retort, or furnace is to be treated, the carbor- 
undum powder is mixed with one-third its weight of water-glass, and 
the whole diluted with water until it forms a cream suitable for 
application with a stiff brush. If, however, the carborundum is 
likely to come into contact with basic substances, either basic 
bricks or basic slags, the water-glass is replaced by fireclay, using 
85 parts of carborundum to 15 of the clay. It is then laid on the 
surface which is to be protected just as if it were an oil paint, and 
in such quantity that it forms a layer 0'5 millimetre thick. To pro- 
duce a film of the thickness quoted requires about 120 grammes of 
carborundum per square metre. Brickwork must be thoroughly air- 
dried before the coating is put on ; mortar especially must be as dry 
as possible, or, on heating, evolution of steam may blow the 
coating off. Massive structures of brickwork are best heated gently 
for some time and then permitted to become cool before the 
“paint” is applied. When the painted surface has been allowed 
to dry for 24 hours, it is ready for use; but it should be 
warmed slowly the first time. Gradually the waterglass disappears, 
and the carborundom remains as a kind of glaze, which is perfectly 
smooth, does not form a slag with the ash of any fuel, withstands 
rapid heating and cooling, and does not chip off. The process is 
available for any furnace or apparatus used in connection with gas 
or solid fuel firing. At the Diisseldorf Exhibition, a tube-welding 
furnace was shown, which had been given a 0'5 millimetre coating of 
carborundum and waterglass. This furnace was worked for 10 hours 
a day for 6 months, and at the end of that period was in as good 
condition as at first, no repairs having been called for. A mixture 
of equal parts of carborundum and fireclay can also be employed to 
stop any cracks in coal gas retorte, being capable of application 
while the retorts are still hot. In one experiment two leaky retorts 
were mended in 3 minutes, and they afterwards lasted for 3 months. 
If the retorts are to be repaired cold, the usual mixture of carbo- 
rundum with waterglass should be used, but in other cases that with 
fireclay is preferable. Porcelain crucibles are, with advantage, 
coated inside and out with the same protective layer; this makes 
them last longer than usual, and enables them to bear rapid and 
frequent changes of temperature. Crucibles for the manufacture of 
steel are better painted on the outside only. 


The Electrification of Gas Works.—It so frequently 
and unavoidably happens in the course of business, that electrical 
and gas interests clasb, that we experience somewhat of a relief 
in finding that the autocrat and would-be monopolist of the lighting, 
heating and power world could benefit directly by the employment 
of such a, supposedly, inferior medium as electricity. Yet such is 
the case, as vouched for by Mon. M. P. Sarrazin in a paper prepared 
for the Société Technique de l'Industrie du Gaz en France. Mr. 
Sarrazin's apparatus, which is electrically driven, is for the efficient 
and rapid charging and drawing of the gas retorts. The chargirg 
machine consists of an iron carriage travelling on rails, a id sup- 
porting an operating platform aud horizontal charging s-oop, to 
which may be imparted a backward and forward motion, or a vertical 
motion. Supported above the carriage is a supply hopper holding 
upwards of 5 tons of coal, from which the scoop 18 filled preparatory 
to charging the retorts. Two 1-H P. motors operate the scoop in a 
horizontal direction, a third motor of 3 H.P. works the travel of the 
whole apparatus, and a fourth motor of similar size operates the 
vertical movements of the platform and the scoop. Eacn scoop can 
contain 616 lbs. of coal. According to the speed of the motors, the 
charging of the scoop take about 8 seconds, its insertion and com- 
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plete withdrawal abont 10 seconds, the travelling from one retort to 
- the next about 3 seconds, travelling up and down to the next row 
of retorts about.4 seconds, in all about 25 seconds. For the exact 
placing of the machine about 20 seconds is allowed, making 
45 seconds for everything, at which rate 80 retorts conld be 
charged in the hour. | 
The drawing or discharging machine is very similar to the 
charging device, but of heavier construction. Instead of the 
scoop a drawing rake is provided, avd two electric motors of 
1 Н.Р. each provide the necessary power. Three rakings and movement 
from one retort to another do not take more than 40 seconds, so that 
80 to 90 retorts can be drawn by this machine in an hour. If the 
two machines deal with an average of 60 retorts per hour, they can 
handle 259 tons of coal per day, with 3:G cwt. charges. For a 
works dealing with 259 tons a day by hand, 26 day and 26 night 
shift men would be required, allowing two stokers to three benches 
of nine retorts. With tbese machines the author states that two night 
and two day men, with four other men to attend to the retort doors, 
&c., would be all that are required. The difference in cost would be 
44 men at, say, 57 Cd. а day, or £3,840 a year, lees the cost of elec- 
trical energy for the motors, taken at £240, or a saving of £3,600 
per annum, without taking into account the advantages of rapid 
and regular charging. It willnow only be necessary to introduce 
electrically-heated retorts to complete a revolution in gas making. 


The Speed of Motor-Cars.—The Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders has sent the following letter to the 
Public Control Committee of the London County Council :—“ Sir, 
—I am directed to bring to your notice the very considerable injury 
to the automobile industry and the great and unnecessary incon- 
venience to owners and drivers of motor vehicles which would 
inevitably result should the speed of these vehicles be restricted to 
a maximum of 10 miles per hour in the County of London, as 
might possibly be effected under the new Act. The rate of speed 
attained by horse-drawn vehicles in London frequently exceeds 10 
miles per hour, a8 has been demonstrated by accurate speed testa, 
the results of which have recently been published in the automobile 
and daily Press, and from which it appears that even omnibuses not 
infrequently exceed that speed. oreover, electric trams com- 
monly travel up to 16 and 17 miles per hour within the County of 
London, and as the Prime Minister has pointed out, 'motor-cars 
are more under control and less dangerous than. trams running on 
fixed rails, and 80 unable to chapge their course for other traffic. 

“ Motor omnibuses and cabs, as well as delivery carts, are now 
being placed upon the streets of London, and their extended use 
would go far to solve the problem of congested traffic, besides 
offering to the public greatly improved travelling facilities; but 
should & speed of 10 miles per hour be enforced against these 
vehicles, their usefulness will be considerably curtailed, and both 
automobile manufacturers and the public will suffer, as well as 
their proprietors. As has been conclusively demonstrated, the 
power of control over motor vehicles is so absolute that at the 
(maximum legal) speed of 20 miles per hour, where traffic permits, 
they are more under control and less dangerous than horse-drawn 
vehicles at 12 miles per bour, which speed was shown by the 
observations above referred to to be exceeded even in so frequented 
a thoroughfare as Victoria Street, Westminster, in the middle of 
the day. Moreover, it is impossible for either the driver or an 
observer to estimate exactly the speed of a vehicle, so that, in 
effect, in order to avoid incurring the danger of the heavy penalties 
imposed for & technical breacn of this speed regulation, motor 
vebicles would be reduced to proceed so slowly as to frequently 
become an abeolute obstruction. At slow speeds, too, the noise is 
greatly increased. 

“The absence of wear and tear of the roads caused by motor 
vehicles as compared with borse traction, the less space occupied, 
and their greater handiness and cleanliness, should make their 
universal use an object of interest to all concerned, and experience 
in London has shown that accidents with these vehicles are very 
rare, not one fatal accident haviog occurred in the whole of the 
Metropolitan police district last year. The interests involved are 
зо considerable that I am directed to inquire if your Committee will 
agree to receive a deputation from this Society apon the subject.— 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“ (Signed) Т. F. Wooprinz, Secretary.” 

[We have referred to this communication briefly in our leader 
pages to-day. | 


Glasgow University.—The new session at the James 
Watt Laboratories commences on October 15th. An announcement 
respecting the Sandwich system of engineering training is given 
among our Educational advertisements to-day. 

Appointments Vacant.—A demonstrator and lecturer 
in electrical engineering is wanted for the South-Western Poly- 
technic at £150 per annum; also an assistant for the Electrical 
Laboratory at the Holt School of Science, Tranmere. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Personal,.—The governors of the Hackney Institute have 
made the following appointment :—Head of the Physics and Elec- 
trical Engineering Department, Alfred Hay, D. Sc., F. P. S., M. I. E. E., 
Professor of Electric Technology and Physics at the Royal Ind ian 
Engineering College, Cooper's Hill. The Institute will commence 
work next session at the new buildings in Hackney Downs, close to 
Hackney Downs Station. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Тне employés of the Urban Electric Supply Co., who have lately 
been engaged constructing the electric tramway track at Glossop, 


presented Mr. J. E. EpxcoNpDsoN, the assistant engineer, on the 
occasion of his marriage, with a clock and ornaments, also a biscuit 


. barrel Several silver gifts were also presented by the office staff 


and friends. Mr. Edmundson’s new sphere of labour is Scarborough, 
where he has become resident engineer for Edmundson's Electricity 
Corporation, Ltd. 

Mr. C. J. ToRNER, who has lately held an appointment at the 
generating station of the Islington Corporation, has been appointed 
assistant electrical engineer to the Hoylake and West Kirby 
District Council, Cheshire. mr SN 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Körting Bros., Ltd. (78,308).—This company was registered 
on August 18th, with a capital of £50,000 in £5 shares, to acquire the business 
of clectrical, mechanical, hydraulic, gas, heating and ventilating engineers, 
carried on by B. Korting and E. Körting in the United Kingdom and the Isle of 
Man, under the style of * Körting Bros.,“ and to carry on the same, and the 
business of manufacturers of and dealers in machinery, apparatus and appliances, 
managers of or agents for other companies and firms, owners of pacents and 
inventions, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—O. Linde- 
mann, 53, Victoria Street, S.W., engineer; Mrs. M. Lindemann, 16, Chestnut 
Road, West Norwood, S. E.; Miss C. Lindemann, 16, Chestnut Road, West 
Norwood, B. E.; K. Lindemann, 29, Deronda Road, Herne Hill, S. E., engineer; 
Miss M. Oertling, 16, Chestnut Road, West Norwood, S. E.; G. A. Diener, 77, 
Watling Street, E.C., merchant; and H. Russell, 12, York Road, West Norwood, 
S.E., engineer. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be 
less than three nor more than seven; the first are B. Korting, W. Korting, W. 
Fricke, О. W. Foth and O. Lindemann; remuneration (except managing 
director), £50 each per annum. Registered office, 68, Victoria Street, S.W. 


Electro Institute, Ltd. (78,325).-- This company was registered 
on August 15th, with a capital of £6,000 in £1 shares, to carry on the business of 


` medical electric specialists, manufacturers of and dealers in medical and elec- 


trical curative appliances, cheinists, druggists, manufacturers and vendors of 
special medicines and remedies, proprietors of institutes for the medical and 
electrical treatment of diseases, &. The first subscribers ате: —Т. P. Wayte, 
Exginton, Burton-on-Trent, gentleman, 1,000 shares; W. E. Fisher, 84, Charing 
Cross Road, W., gentleman, 1 share; H. C. Fowler, 69, Grosvenor Park, Ken- 
nington, S.E., clerk, 1 share; E. Н. Walker, 35, College Hill, E.C., accountant, 
lshare; J. Puttfarcken, 37, Walbrook, E.C., merchant, 1 share; F. R. Parish, 
39, Clarence Road, Kentish Town, N.W., clerk, ] share; and C. A. Henderson, 
25, College Hill, E.C., gentleman, 1 share. No initial public issue. "The tirst 
directors are T. M. Perkins and W. E. Fisher; qualification, 50 shares; remunera- 
tion as fixed by the company. Registered office, 26, Charles Street, Hay- 
market, W. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


New General Traction Co., Ltd. (47,321).— This company's 
annual return was filed on July 17th, when the entire capital of £870,000 In 
50,000 preference and 24,000 ordinary shares of £5 each had been taken up. 
£250,000 has been paid on 50,000 shares, and the remaining 24,000 are considered 
as fully paid. Mortgages and charges: £228,375 (£181,800 debentures and 
£47,075 loans). 


Callender’s Cable and Construction Co., Ltd. (48,915).— This 


company’s annual return was filed on June 30th, when 35,000 ordinary and 
40,000 preference shares had been taken up out of & nominal capital of £500,000 
in 60,000 ordinary and 40,000 preference shares of £5 each. £5 per share has 
been called up on 15,000 ordinary and 40,000 preference shares, resulting in the 
receipt of £775,000. £100,000 considered as paid on 20,000 ordinary shares. 
Mortgages and charges: £200,000. 


British Shuckert Electric Co., Ltd. (59,762).—This company's 
annual return was filed on June 30th, when the entire capital of £200,000 in 
20, 00 shares of £10 each had been taken up. 42 per share has been called up, 
resulting in the receipt of £40,000. No mortgages or charges. 


Harrington Electric Light Co., Ltd. (44,135).— This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on June 10th, when 8,900 shares had been 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £5.000 in £1 shares. £1 per share bas 
been called up on 3,000, and 10, on 900, resulting in the receipt of £3,450, No 
mortgages or charges. 


A. Hirst & Son, Ltd. (57, 889).— This company's annual return 
was filed on June 9th, when 100 preference and 810 ordinary shares had been 
taken up out of & nominal capital of £5,000 in £10 shares (100 preference). 
£10 per share has been called up on 100 preference and 10 ordinary, resulting in 
the receipt of £1,100, £3,000 considered as paid on £00 ordinary shares. 
Mortgages and charges: £2,000. 


Crystal Palace District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (18,532).— 
Issue on July 14th of £10,000 debentures, part of a series created December Ist, 
1898, to secure £50,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, 
4 and future, including uncalled capital, subject to £10,000 prior lien 

onds. Trustees: - J. I. Courtenay, 1, Essex Court, E. C.: and G. B. Voules, 
The Admiralty, S. W. Previously issued of same series: £40,000. 


W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd., electric wire and cable manu- 
facturers, Manchester (56, 124).— Issue on June 80th of £8,500 5 per cent. second 
debentures, part of a series created by resolution of preference sharebolders 
dated March 27th, 1902, to secure £100,000, charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, subject to 
first mortgage debenture stock. Holders: J. Lawson and A. L. Ormrod, both 
of 10, Half Moon Street, Manchester; and G. B. Samuelson, 2, Queen Anne's 
Gate, SW., No trustees. Previously issued of same series: £90,500. 


Auckland Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. (61,199).—A trust 
deed dated July Mtb, 1903, to secure £200,000 debenture stock created by 
resolution of July 7th, 1903 (the company having power to issue further stock 
ranking pari passu up to the amount of its subscribed capital), has been 
registered. Property charged :--(Bpeciflcally) : certain concessions, lands. 
buildings and premises. (Asa floating security): the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, except certain assets specified in deed. The 
compauy further undertakes to seek the necessary consent to charge, and 
thereupon to charge certain other concessions.  Trustees:—Electric and 
General Investment Co., Ltd., 1—2, Great Winchester Street, E. C. 


Bastian Meter Co., Ltd. (70,309).—Iseue on July 29th of £650 
debentures, part of a series created by resolutions of April 22nd, May 23rd, and 
June loth, 1901, to secure £6,000, charged on land and buildings at Kentish 
Town (24, Bartholomew Villas), and the company's other assets, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. Trustees:—H. A. Saunders, Chesterfield ; 
and D. J. Cowles, Manor House, Felixstowe, Previously issued of same 
series: £4,700. 
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Harwieh Electric Lighting and Tramways Company, Ltd. 
— This company's returns for 1901 and 1902 were filed on May 12th, 1903. Beven 
shares have been taken up out of à nominal capital of £50,000 in £1 shares, and 
nothing has been paid thereon. No mortgages or charges. 


T. C. Welding & Co., ‚ electric fittings manufacturers, 
Liverpool (58,304).— Issue оп July а of £300 third mortgage debentures, part 
of a series created same date to secure £1,500, charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, preseot and future, including unpaid capital. No 
trustees. 


Ferraati, Ltd. (70,868).—This company’s annual return was 
filed on June 27th, when 120,000 preference and 100,000 ordinary shares had 
been taken up out of a nominal capital of £400,000 in £1 shares (200,000 
preference), £1 has been called up on each, resulting in the receipt of 

000. Mortgages and charges: £100,000. (Farther debentures for £30,000 
subsequently registered.) 


Bright’s Light and Power Co., Ltd. (58,293).—A debenture 
for £2,000, created July 81st, 1908, charged on the company's concessions, 
freehold and leasehold property, works and plant in England or elsewhere, and 
(as a floating security) all its assets, including uncalled capital, has been 
registered. Holder :—C. Owles, 16—17, Russell Street, W.C. 


Woking Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (46,175).—Issue on July 

25th of £50 and on July 27th of £100 debentures, part of a series created 

о ember Упа, 1899, to secure £26,000, charged on the company's undertaking 

aod propery, "present and future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. 
usly issued of same series: £22,000 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS.. 


TRI annual report of the Greenock undertaking 


Greenock compares the 12 months ending June 30th, 1903, 
Municipal with the previous 18 months' figures. The output 
Electricity during the latter period considerably exceeded 
Accounts. the previous 18 months’ total, which, with 


decreased costs of production, due to the excel- 
lent load factor, has contributed to the earning of a gross profit 
equivalent to 6°8 per cent. per annum, as compared with only 
4'4 per cent. in the earlier period. The large increase in output is 
partly due to the traction supply taken by the Greenock and Port 
Glasgow Tramways Co. having been fally developed, but the 
private lighting and power supply has also increased by 55 per 
cent. The prices charged are :—For private lighting 7d., and 14d. 
оп the maximum demand system, or a flat rate of 53d.; for power, 
2d.; and for traction, 144. per B.T.U. There are 50 public arc 
lamps and 49 motors totalling 500 н.р. on the system. 
The borough electrical engineer during the period under review 
was Mr. J. A. Robertson. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For periods ending June 80th— 13 топара, * UN Increase. 
Total capital expended m .. £69,537 480, 206 £10,669 
Number ef Units Generated — ; 

Traction .. Mm is 468,038 781,803 313,805 

Lighting... 471,908 489,129 10,221 

Total 939,946 1,263,972 324,026 
Equivalent number ‘of 8-с. " lamps 
connected . .. 33,340 41,955 8,615 
Maximum load in Kw. 7 ivi 600 710 110 
Load factor ... ees Я 12:0) 20:3 8:3 
Revenue Account 
Gross revenue ... ivi .. £11,092 £12,359 £1,337 
» expenditure id „ £5,946 £6,868 £922 
„ Profit .. £5,076 £5,491 £415 
Average price obtained for 
private lighting T .. 36d. 37d. ‘1d. 
Average price obtained for | 
traction T» .. 175d. 1˙5d. "00d. 


The total revenue for the period ending June 30th, 1903, 
amounted to £12,359, equivalent to 2:35d. per unit, as compared 
with £11,022, or 2°67d. per unit for the previous return. 

The works costs show reductions in all items, except repairs and 
rates and taxes. Fuel has cost 57d., against 67d. per unit last 
year, and judging from the load factor, and locality of the works, 
this figure and the present total costs of 1'31d. per unit should be 
greatly improved during the next year or two. 


Совт oF PRODUCTION. 


1901-2 (18 months). 1902-3 (12 months). 
Gross, Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 
Coal and other fuel, inculding | 
5 - T. oo .. £2621 ‘67d. £3,012 57d. —104 
Oil, waste, water and engine-room 
stores .. ч 838 (ва. 290 05d. —°03d. 
Wages of workmen at station .. 905 "28d. 1,057 '20d. — 0d. 
Repairs 2$ 187 05d. 412 ‘06d. — оза. 
Distribution and public lighting Ба 662 17d. 574 lid. 06d. 
Works and distribution oo £4,713 1:204 £5,345 1:018. — 19d. 
Management 712 19d. 659 "14а. — 05d. 
Rent, rates, taxes and insurance.. 521 13а, 864 16d. 03а. 
Total works cost .. £5,046 1:524. £6,864 181d. —'914, 


The net result of the year’s work after paying all charges 
including interest and sinking fond, is a surplus of £649, compared 
with a deficit of £1,367 in the previous 18 months. 


PRO PTT STATEMENT. 


18 months, 1902. 12 months, 1908. 


To interest on loans .. £2,769 £2,175 

Sinking fund ... А na 3,674 2,066 | 

Net profit or loss —1,367 650 
Gross profit... .. £5,076 £5,491 


Tus first complete 12 months’ work of the 


Chesterfield Chesterfield electrical department is chiefly 
Municipal of note for the exceptionally low fuel costa 
Electric which have been obteined, and which has 
Supply. brought down the works costa to such a 


creditable figure for an undertaking with only 
200,000 units output, and a load factor under 9 percent. Witha 
total works cost of 1:37d., and an average price of 44d. (nearly) per 
unit, it will be seen that an ample margin of gross profit, equivalent 


to 71 per cent. on the capital exists, with which to meet capital 


charges, and the result for the period under review is a surplus of 
£827. The charges are, for private lighting, 6d. and 3d. on the 
maximum demand system, and 14d. per B.T.U. for power. The 
department appears to be well situated, both as regards fuel and 
water, and as the moderate charges promise to attract numerous 
power consumers in the neighbourbood, there is every possibility of 
the electrical engineer, Mr. R. L. Acland, being able to continue the 
excellent results of the past year. 


GENERAL BraTEMENT, 
For ды ending March 31st, 1903, 


Total capital expended РА i ees ds £33,117 
Number of units supplied :— 
Private lighting... ee sos а 85 . 107,233 
Public lighting ... ied es 5 куз 28,638 
Power and heating e ail as 12,445 
Total 35s TT 208,316 
Equivalent number of 8-c P. lamps connected  ... es 17,000 
Number of public lamps - 20 ares. 40 incndt. 
Number of motors and horse-power- jus wa’ 20 = 146 H. P. 
Revenue account :— 
Gross revenue £3,671 
Gross expenditure £1,194 
Gross profit es T £2,477 
Average price obtained for public lighting - 1'07d. perunit. 
" т ЕР for private lighting 4'60d. i 
REVENUE STATEMENT, 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy кез T каз 6. £3,559 4104. 
Motor and meter rents T TT per 112 13d. 
Gross revenue „% 43,671 423d. 
WORKING EXPENSES, 
Gross Per unit. 
Coal and other fuel see ; £249 29d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores as 37 04d. 
Wages inenrred in generation aud distribution 215 "26d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, plant, £c. 136 15d. 
Works and distribution costs ... e. £62 73d. 
Public lamps, attendance and repairs ... - 72 08d. 
Rent, rates and taxes $us 124 14d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer, 
clerical staff, &c., priating, . and 
general expenses s. sae 361 424. 
| Total works costs £1,194 1:37d. 
PROFIT STATEMENT. 
To interest on sinking fund instalment s * £1,265 
To bank interest  ... - Po 385 
Net profit on year's working ud io uis 827 
Gross profit... vas -— . £2,477 


The year's working has resulted in a surplus o? some £827, which 
was added to the net profit of 1902 (£213), and the total amount, 


£1,040, allocated as follows :—Preliminary expenses, £405 ; cost of 


engineer's house, £392; exhibition, £39; reserve fund, £204, 
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CITY NOTES. 


Ф 


Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway Co. 


Tux half-yearly meeting was held on the 20th inst., Mr. James W. 
Hill presiding. The CHAIRMAN said that, as compared with the 
corresponding half of last year, the receipts showed an increase of 
£60 on passengers and £80 ou goods traffic, and a decrease on parcels 
and sundries of £17. That made a net increase of about £61. The 
expenditure showed an increase on maintenance of £39, on motive 
power of £71, on repairs of carriages and wagons of £39, and on 
traffic expenses of £27, which, with other items, made a total of 
£217. This was, unfortunately, further increased by £137, the cost 
of rebuilding a boundary wall. The net increase was only £167. 
After providing for debenture interest, there was a balance of 
£837 available for dividend, out of which it was proposed to pay 5 
per cent. on the preference shares, add £300 to the suspense account, 
and carry forward £62 10s. 7d. to the next half year. The weather 
bad been very much against them, and had more or less interfered 
with their traffic, yet there had been an increase of £60 on the pas- 
senger traffic, and a favourable summer would have added consider- 
ably to that. 

Captain VESEY seconded the adoption of the report, which passed 
unanimously. 


Mather & Platt, Ltd. 


Tux report for the year ended June 30th states that net profits 
after charging depreciation and the amount of directors’ remunera- 
tion, are £83,934, which, with the balance, £17,092, brought forward 
from June, 1902, gives a total of £101,027. The preference divi- 
dend paid on March 1st last for the half-year to December 31st, 
1902, absorbed £8,126, leaving for disposal £92,900. The directors 
recommend a dividend of 7 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares for the year; to transfer to reserve account (bringing up the 
amount, with the new share premiums, to £150,000), £36,252; 
transfer for special depreciation, £10,000; carried forward to next 
account, £10,209. 


Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Co. 


Tux half-yearly meeting was held at the company's offices, New- 
са Tyne. on 24th inst, Lord Armstrong presiding. The 
directors’ report for the half-year ending June 30th, 1903, showed 
that the surplus of receipts over expenses amounted to £1,198, 
whicb, together with the balance carried forward from last year of 
£233, made a total to the credit of the profit and loss account of 
£1,431. Out of this the directors proposed the payment of a divi- 
dend of 2 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, which would leave 
£327 to be carried forward. The extension between St. Nicholas’ 
Church and the High Street, Gosforth, was opened for traffic on 
April 10th. The traffic receipts showed steady and satisfactory 
increase. The directors had authorised the construction of the line 
along the North Road to Gosforth Park, and for this work plans 
and specifications were now being prepared. The Chairman, in 
moving the adoption of the report, said their first complete half- 

ear of operation was satisfactory, and indicated material progress. 

is they would appreciate by a comparison of traffic returns. The 
receipts for the last week in 1902 were £293, whereas during the 
Whitsuntide week this year their receipts amounted to £626, while 
on an ordinary week, without holidays, they reached as much as 
£395, and since the report was issued they had done even better. 
In regard to the interchange of traffic, he was pleased to state that 
the Tynemouth Tramways Co. had now obtained a Bill to enable 
them to lay a third rail from Borough Road, North Shields, to the 
terminus of the Tyneside system in that place to facilitate the 
transfer of passengers. An endeavour was also being made to get 
mutual running powers with the Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation, 
Wallsend Corporation having urged the necessity of this being 
done. 

Dr. Merz seconded the adoption of the report, which was 

d to. 

A formal resolution for the payment of the dividend having been 
passed, a vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman. 

Dr. Spro Watson, who proposed the vote, congratulated the 
Chairman on his elevation to the peerage. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has (1) 
appointed special settling days as under:—Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 2nd—County of London and Brosh Provincial Electric 
Lighting Co., Ltd., provisional certificates (fully and partly 
paid) for £250,000 43 per cent. second debenture stock. 
Thursday, September 10th.—British Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co, Ltd., further issue of 100,000 6 per cent. 
preference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos, 375,001 to 
475,000. And (2) ordered the undermentioned securities to be 
quoted in the Official List:— British Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., farther issue cf 100,000 6 per cent. pre- 
feren ce sbares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 375,001 to 475,000; 
County of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., 
provisional certificates (partly paid) fur £250,000 44 per cent. second 
debenture steck; Edinundson's Electricity Corporation, Ltd., 
furtber issue of 20,000 crdina*y shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 
50,001 to 70,000. 


British Insulated & Helsby Cables Co.—Interim 
dividend on ordinary shares, 8 per cent. per annum. 


Hadfield's Steel Foundry.— The directors have paid an 
interim dividend of 1s. per share in respect of the current year. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening, 

Money, to quote the orthodox financial journalists, is a drug in the 
market. Consols and other investment departments are accordingly 
on the rise, although the possibility of a 4 per cent. Bank Rate in 
the near future is still with us. That chance, however, is con- 
veniently forgotten, and after chronicling depression for several 
weeks, there comes a certain amount of satisfaction in being able to 
point to more cheerful conditions. The Home Railway market 
begins to assume a less lugubrious appearance. Investors are 
apparently noting the cheapness of securities in this department, 
and at the End August settlement a good deal of real stock was 
taken up by outsiders,-as distinct from the financial pawnshops. 
Even the electric railway section has got over the worst of its 
scare. The other markets which fall under our scope are steady, 
so steady that the number of fluctuations this week number less than 
half а score. 

City and South London Railway Ordinary has rallied from ite 
weakness, and now records a small gain since we last wrote. When 
a few nervous proprietors had finished throwing away their hold- 
ings the market took a turn for the better, especially as it was 
recognised that weight attached to the contention which explained 
a few traffic decreases by the consideration that a year ago London 
was full of Coronation visitors. The Twopenny Tube” trio con- 
tinues upaltered, the Ordinary having recovered a small loss. It 
may happen that Central Londons will keep dullish for some time 
to come in view of the advancing electrification of the two under- 
ground systems, yet, for all that, the company will probably be 
able to maintain its regular 4 per cent. dividends, and at anything 
below par the stocks look reasonably cheap. 

Notwithstanding the progress just mentioned, District Ordinary 
remains beneath a cloud, although Metropolitan shows signs of 
revival. Of course the general public will be chary of purchasing 
any tunnel stocks for a while, and it is still possible that lower 
quotations may be seen, unlikely though we are inclined to think 
it. The British Thomson-Houston having obtained the contract 
for the electrification of the District line, & good many inquiries are 
afloat in reference to the company. It must be prefaced that for 
the shares of the British Thomson-Houston there is no market at 
all, but the 44 per cent. Debenture stock is oocasionally dealt in, 
the nominal price just now being about 106. This is a premium of 
two points above the figure at which Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Co. 
offered the stock last March twelvemonth, they having purchased 
it previously. It is redeemable at the company’s option in nine 
years’ time at 105, and there is £200,000 of the stock outstanding, 
one-third of the total amount authorised. The share capital con- 
sists of £800,000 in £10 fully-paid shares divided equally into Pre- 
ference and Ordinary, and the dividends on the latter dwindled 
from 10 per cent. in 1900 to 4 per cent. for 1901-2 (15 months). 

British Westinghouse Preference are quiet at 57 and the Deben- 
ture stock is 101. The Ordinary shares stend at 7 to 73, so that 


.the charitable individual who is offering small lots of shares 


to proprietors, at 83, could easily replace his investment at a 
handsome profit, if any of the circularised folks are imprudent 
enough to accept the generous proposal. 

British Electric Traction Ordinary are a 4 better, at 12 middle, 
which is the same price as that quoted for London United Tram- 
ways Preference, the last-named not being affected by the lengthy 
interview which one of the papers secured with Mr. Clifton Robin- 
son. Anglo-Argentine Trams remain a good market, and cannot be 
bought much below 42, nor do we see any necessity of realisation 
for those who picked them up at the time it was here suggested 
that the shares were worth having at 4} or 4j. 

In the Telegraph list & slight fall has reduced Anglo-American 
Preferred stock to 91, on the prospect of competition from a fresh 
quarter. Whatever may be in future store for the company, the 
receipts should benefit considerably from the yacht races, even 
though the interest aroused in the contests has certainly fallen, at 
least in the Metropolis, as compared with that aroused over last 
series. West India and Panama shares eased off & shade on the 
fear that the Jamaica cyclone may affect the cables, while Eastern 
Telegraph Preference has risen & point upon investment demand, 
the stock paying all but 4 per cent. at its current quotation. 
National Telephone issues are exhibiting a little more animation, 
but the only quotable change is a point drop in the price of the 
Deferred Stock. Telegraph Constructions continue to harden. 

Amongst electric lighting issues, the new Metropolitan Preference 
improved to 6s. 3d. premium, which is 6s. more than many people 
were only too thankful to get for their rights when the 
shares were issued a little while ago. Westminster Ordinary at 
124 are the fraction better, providing the only change in this 
section on the week. Several interesting special Settlements are to 
take place, the new Edmundson’s Ordinary, for instance, County 
Seeond Debenture and British Westinghouse new Preference. 
Admission to the Stock Exchange Official List will follow in due 
course. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Present i Dividends for the last cl err 
NAMB, OF otations otations жос ед 
Share. three years. ug. 19th. ug. 26h. Aug. 26th, 
t 1908. 
1900. | 190]. | 1903. Highest Lowest 

67,100 | African Direct Tel ph, 4 X Debe. T ʻa .. | 100 2 6 vx 98 —102 98 —109 >á are 

25,000 Amason Telegraph Nos 1403500 — .. .. 10 i és m 2)— 84 ua vs 

119, 7008 e man X Dee, ов. 1 to 1,350 Red. .. ..  ..| 100 vá m - 70 — 80 70 — 80 e. 

188,840 ort Amer T e о e но о. | Воск | B) 61s. 60/6 47 — 50 47 — 50 i. из 
8,105,580 Do. do. lem 69 Prei. vs 3 ex 42 .. | Btock | 6 6% 6 91 — 93 90 — 92 921 904 
7144.00 | Chill Teleshone, N Jjjͤĩ ¾e ve ow иенен ex, | ox 17 61 42— B 8 8 

6, 08. ee ee ee ec ео e. 4 = ee ee 
18,888, 5008 „ 2 16100 |8 8 д 8 150 —160 150 —160, a "s 
1,841,909 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. oe ео Stock oe oe ee 92 — 95 99 — 96. 933 98 
16,000 h VE s vel 4 ec uum sel. 10 44% | 4% | 69% 1— 8 27 8. Ы 
6,000 Do. 10% Pret. . oe ee ee ee ee ee ее 19 49 4% 43 17 — ГА I — r^ • 
6,000 Do. do. 4 Qum. Pre. 6 % M E 1— 8 [7— 8 

80,000 Do. do. sac мо ш a 50 A ie С, 97 —101 % 97—101 % 98 IM 

60,7103 | Direct United States ‘Cable 20 83% | 8396 | B% 10 — 103 10 — 104 104 10g 

87,800 | Direct West India Cable, able, 44% Reg. De Deb., within Nos. 1 to 1,800, Red. 100 js Va "n 99 —102 99 —102 a os 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord Stock | 7% 1% 1% 124 —129 124 —129 1271 1243 
1,965,565 Do. у, ee . ee ee ee 100 eo ee ee 89 — 92 90 — 93 . . 
1,534,645 Do 4% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. Stock 92 n s 106 —108 106 —i08 107 1062 

800,000 | Eastern Extension 2 and China Telegraph ` ws UN 10 7% 1% 7 96 12 — 123 12 — 124 12 

000i Do. Deb. Stock n Btock vs is še 104 —107 104 —107 ix 
800,000 | Eastern & South Аз Tele., 4% Mt. ‚рь, Nos. 1 to 8,000, red 100 és $4 $4 98 —1С1 98 —101 99 
90,00 Do. do. 49% Reg. Mort. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8608 95 % 7: .. | 100 —108 9 | 100—108 x » 
Globe Telegraph and ee ee ee ee 10 53% 51926 ee 9 — 9 — ee 

180,043 Do. do. 6 % Pref. ee ee ee 10 ee ee oe 123— 1 121— 1 18, 1234 

150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, Cable, af oe te 10 16% [16 % | 12% 29 — 93 22 — 98 Ea 92 

вой || Halifax and Bermudas % I les Bote iis Noe. | ш | .. |... | " | 9-12 99 —102 T We 

17,000 | Indo-E Tel ph ks x) M x: 95 10% | 10 96 1096 86 — 89 86 — 39 883 884 
13882 8 ee 5 6 96 Debs. i vs : m ге Е 456 100 04 10 с 1 i 

968,838 tional 6, ° * oe eo oe ee . s БЕ 
1,966,667 Do. ше ыш Def, В я Ж 55 э ; N 100 E * 13 79 — 81 78 — 80 780 о 

15, Do. do. 6 % Cum. 18% Pref. .. ee Б s : 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 ae 
2,960,000 Do: de. MXN M 000 | 3B 5 5 б 16 — 165 px 

o. on · um : „1 te — — 

000,000} | Do. о. Deb. 8 . "S А 8j 83 84 96 — 98 96 — 98 

600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock e „ 100 4 4 4 101 —108 101 —108 1024 : 

171,604 | Oriental Telephone = Elec. Nos. 1 to m 5504, full is " 1 6 6 6 бш |: "m 

100,000: | Pacific and European Tel., 4 * Guar. Debs., 1 to 1, e 2 | 100 .. .. z —10) —100 

11,889 Reuter’s oe ГЕЈ ee eo оо ee oe ee e. 8 b 96 b 96 ee 7 7% . 

Submarine Cables Trust de a A <a .. | Cert. m s 116 —121 116 —121 

68,000 нима Tiver Flate Telephone ‚> b 1 96 196 | 7% 6 à 

40,000 do. - Sum. Pret., Nos. 1 to 40,000 ee 5 ee ee ee 4 6} 4 = 53 ee ee 

179, 9478 Do. do. ee Btock ее oe ee 104 —107 104 —101 ee oo 

150 000 wat Ghia nena a 1t0 1,500 guar. by Bras, Bub. Tel, ie d bon a Sr wco i: . 

о u ee oe eo =. — oe в • 

987,980 | Western — Lid., N 1 to 907,980 ар | THT THY] . 12 — 123 12 — 123 128 | 14 

75,000 Do. 1 Dele. aud series, 1908 ee ee ee 100 oe oe ee 100 —108 100 —108 oe oe 

400,000 Do. Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 100 МО ee ee 97 —100 97 —100 99 

88,921 West India and Panama Telgrarh ee oe ee ee 10 196 se 6 ü (ш te " 

94,568 Do. do. do. 6 cum. 1st Pref. [E eo 10 ee ео eo 7 6 ü е 

4,660 ро. do. do. 6 Cum. аа Pref. ee 10 ee ee ee — 48 тә 44 . oe 

60,0002 Do. do, 6 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee | 100 eo " a 98 —101 98 —101 101 АА 

ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

20,000 . Cum. Pref. ee ee ee 10 ee ee ee 8 = 4 8 — 4 ee oe 

800,000: Do. do. 5 & 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ес Vs .. | Stock T "s - 78 — 81 79 — 85 КЕ m 

100,000 Do. NT eo oe 10 oe ee ee 11 — 12} xd 11 — 12 12 114 

600,001 Do. 3 Pe d окб Btock ee eo Stock ° oe 122 —125 122 —1 ee 

100,000 E P" ө Б 15% |10% |10% 5 3 Ham 3 ‘ 

160,000 Do. 6% Cum. Pref. ee ee ee 6 e ee 5 5 [37 

50,000 Do. o, brd. Mort. Deb. Red... К ee ..| 100 s Ka 102 —106 102 f . 

50,000 {Browets, Lindley 4 Oo. ee ee ee ee 21 8 Nil oe eae ü 7 7 16 eo 

50,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. sá ‘ © 21 6 % T 14/6 to 15/ 14/6 to M. A 

106,731 | Brush Bleotrical ; Ord., 1 to 106,781 .. i Vs 2 Б Nil Nil 

А до. Non-cum. 6 % Pref. © 2 6 8% 6 96 1— 1 1 

195,0004 Do.. do. Perp. Deb. Stock . .. | Stock 5 "M Va 99 —102 99 —102 

125, 000 do. Perp. ind Deb. Stock ee е Stock . oe ee 85 — 90 85 — 90 

85,000 | Callender’s Cable Construction $ Ww 5 |15% |20% |15% po 12 114— 1 

А do, do. б % Cum . Pret. 5 5 А Ё © 

90,000 Do. do. do. S. lst Mort. Deb, Stock Red, .. | Stock oe oe 106 —110 106 —110 
1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. ve is ae .. | Stock бэ 4 4 98 —101 х4 98 —101 98 

494,008 Do. do. 4 X, Pref. Stock .. se e.. €] Воск | .. 4 4 99 —102 xd | 99 —102 102 

494,998 Do. do. - ne кей .. | Stock V 4 4 101 —104 101 —104 
1,890,000 Soret et ute PS ki "ed m Ре a .. | Btock | 13 2 & 68 — 60 69 — 61 60 59 

100,000; 5 мз Моң. Rog. Debs Debs. 1 $0 900 of £100, and]. " : 101 —105 101 —105 | КА 

99,261 & Swan United Elec. "Light, 4, shares, £8 d to 99,961 b Nil T 0 — 0 — = s 
17,199 Do. do. A* shares, 01 £5 paid, 1 to 5 n Nil oe 11— 11 — ee ee 

844,038! Do do. 4 x Deb. Btook Red. 100 ee eo ee 71 = 15 71 — 15 . oe 

112100 Electr i AT 13 Deb. 008 Prov. Certs, all pa. wo 6% Ps 6% T — Ө), i — a i vé 

81,800 i 7% Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,800 пора E M е 2 8 af з n їн 

895001 Do; © а o Perp. lst Mort. uus Btook | ЧЕ Fes lige ae 9 —10 | par » е 

95,000 Genera Electric um re e oe oe чы 

200,000 Do. һа Mo rt. Deb. ° eo ee ee Stock oe м ee 99 —102 99 —102 А ee 

85,000 неи! s (W.T 5 Telegraph bris, 67d. «s 5 20 20% | 20% 14 — 15 14 — 15 144 

86,000 do. % Pre ef. 5 44 2: » — 83 5 — x 

0,000 К G EU & Telegra hW. Deb. Stock Лети 10% | 10 % 1183 — 193 1163 — 193 

[] u е р or. 10 oe ак: a, 1 ee 

yy : Do. do. лз: do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. E " TONES 100 mi imer E 

L Liverpoo Overhead Railwa ee ee ee d 

10,000 + Do. do. i Pret. £10 paid oe ев ее oe pis d oe 1 = 10470 104— 11 ae 

87,860 | T Construction and Maintenance 19 174% | 9096 | 2 % 88 — 86 84 — 87 - ; 

180,000 do. 4% Deb. Bas., Nos. 1 10. i, 500 Red, 1900 100 f.. TN " 100 —108 100 —103 © А 

540,001 Waterloo & City Railway,tOrd. Stock os oe ee ee „, | 100 8% 8% 84% 96 -- 98 xd 95— 98 97 - 

+ Quotations on Liverpool Stocke Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Manchester Share List. 


LATEST '"ROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Deere Free Wiring . | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electric yd ari Ordn i id. 
› Bank rate of diseount З per eent. (June 18th, 1908). 


* 
ai 
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АМЪ, or Quotations Quotations week ended 
ня à Share. last three years. Aug. 19th. Aug. 26th. | Aug. 26th, 1908. 
100,000 | в! t 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Соз нш ichen. Lowest 
„ ackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.. bu 1 © 85 a 
100,000 Do. 44% Ist Deb. Steck, Prov. Certas. .. | 100 үч ^ E 118 —121 118 —121 - 
3000 Brompton Ld Kensington El ш Light Sup., Ота, 1 to 12.00 ра 6% 8% 8% І H xd ^ 10 . 
, um. ee ee ee se * 
50,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricity 1 Supply es b 9% |10% 10% 9 — 9 — of 93 Эга 
70,000 Do. do. tí Pref... 5 5 2A i 64— 6 xd 6 55 - 
40,000 Do. do. "City Undertaking" 4 Pref... Б e .. .. 45— 5 4j— 5 4 
250,000 Do. do. 4% De Deb. Stock Red. e 0 s. | 100 x 24 » 104 —106 104 —2 T 
14,486 |*Chelsea кесу Supply, V. гуз, Wa hie Б 6396 | 4% | 4% 53— 6i 51— 6} 5⁴ 
160,000: до. Deb. Stock Red. .. Stoxx E a 108 —111 108 —111 " Е 
70,595 | City of London Electrio Li ting, ord. 19190 001—110, 5906 on А 10 0 5% 5% 103— 113 101— 11} ee 
40,000 Do. m. Pref. S 10 6 ga is is i 18 — 14 134 is 
400, 0000 Do. 5 Deb BOE Чече ten at 115) all peid . T es 6e x НР 122 —127 122 —1?7 125 ee 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe., all paid . 100 » a E 102 —105 102 —106 bk is 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4 96 4 96 4 96 8 — 9 8 — 9 "d 19 ! 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Pref., 40,001—60,000. . 10 zi 5, 6 114— 123 114— 123 12 12, 
400,000! Do. . 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. (al paid) Red " А » с 109 —112 109 —112 1 " 
60,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares М 5 1% | 7% | 7% 64— 7 63— 7 678 6i 
80,000 Do. dc, 6 Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 6 — 64 6 — б oe 
140,000 Do. do. 43% Ist Mort. Deb. Stock — .. | 100 a ка 8 107 —110 107 —110 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. us 5 |12% |10% |10% 104— 11} 103— 114 
90,000 Do. do. do. 4 % Debenture Btook .. | Stock E) PS к 103 —106 108 —106 à T 
110,000 | London Eleotric Supply Corporation, Limited, Ord zi 8 EN is » 2— 94 2— 9) ^u ЗЯ 
49,840 Do. do. do. 6 % Pref. 5 s ae 2s 53— 6 53— 6 51% 
250,000! Do. do. 4 % Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red | Sto 2: i: 100 —102 100 —102 P. on 5 
100,000 | Metropolitan Electro Supply, 1 1 to 100,000 . а . 10 6% | 6% | "19, 17 — 18 xd 17 — 18 18 173 
220, 0001 Do. do. let Mort Deb. Stock —.. .. 5 js s is 108 —112 108 —112 " n 
250,000! Ix do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red S we | Book | .. с> Е 97 —100 97 —100 
10,862 | Notting Hill Ele-tric Lighting Я Ер са 10 7 Ф 6 & 6 & 13 — 14 13 — 14 
40,000 St. James and Fall Mall Electric Light, Ord. е 5 | 143 143 144 154— 164 154— 164 
20,000 Do. do. do. 7 % Pref. 20,081 to 40. 0 5 J SA 5 8— 9 8 — 9 B 2s 
150,000! Do. do. 8 Deb. Btock = ey 100 si 22 2i 98 —101 98 —101 95 ds 
12,000 | Smithfield Markete Eleotrio Ви n. Orde v M 5 » à 1105 81— m 3 зй Б; 
65,000 | South London Blectricit Supply, Ord Ol 5 19% 8 4 81— 4 zm 
80,000 Urban Kloctrlo Supply, Ord. so " Sus s 5 NO es ig 5— 6 5— 5 ks vs 
80,000 Do. 5 % Cum. Pref. * ee e ee b ee ° э ee 5 — 5 — Е TG 
110,000 | Westminster Eleotrio Supply, Ord. Жыш Жа Чир же : 5 103% | 104% | 12% 194— 18 13 — 14 100 134; 
W, 141 Do. do о. 5 96 Cum. Pref. ee oe * ee Б ee ee ee 6 — 6 — 63 ee 
* Subject to Founders Shares. f Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, August 26th. 
y Latest eek’s 
CHEMICALS, &c. Trice, ite oe Des METALS, &o. (continued). | Price. Inc. or Dec. 
a Acid, No we . percwt. 5J- A g Copper Sheet is T .. рег ton i 
a „ Nitric. ss .. рег сті. 92. 9 » Rod. .. per ton ёт 
а, alic.. | per cwt. e is (Electrolytic) Bars .. per ton £66 
а „ Sulphuric рег cwt 5/6 e 4 з eets .. per ton £76 
« Ammoniac, Bal .. per cwt 42/- 6 n» ne. Rod .. per ton £65 
а Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton £83 10 e ii E Wire per lb. 84, 
.. per ton £30 f Ebonite Rod . 8 .. per lb. | 38 
а Bleaching powder . e. per ton £4 10 f „ Sheet .. .. per lb. / ae. 7 
a N » Carbon 55 .. рег ton &15 wie n German Silver wire .. per lb. | 1/6 
Borax. Я «x .. per ton £18 os h Gatta-percha fine . - .. per lb. | . g[- oe 
а Benzole (90 % "à Vi .. per gal. 77 А h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 407 to 4,24 IId. ine, 
a „ ( %) per gal 5/6 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets. per ton | £18 M 
a Copper Sulphate . per ton £20 £1 inc. 4 , Pig (Cleveland warrants) | per ton 46/10 ld. inc. 
a Lead, Nitrate -.... „ per ton £24 ; 4 ,, Forgings, according to size per ton From #11 be 
а „ White Sugar ee .. per ton £81 ws 4 ,, Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- © 
: Meth 1 ДОУ же. пр маг) xii d 5 4 „ Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. per ton 29 LÀ С 
а Methyla pirit . r gal, 27 ; : 
a Napbtha, Solvent (90%, at 160° C). эе 5/6 T g Lead, English Ingo:. .. per ton 4. 2 jo] | 2/6105/-dec 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per Ib. 8d. M 9 N Sheet . per ton £13 25/- inc. 
a „ Caustic (76/8091). . .. per ton £24 vs m Manganin Wire No. 98 . .. per lb. 8/- .. 
a „ Bisulphate а .. per ton £85 T g Merc per bot. £8 10 La 
a Shellac В » .. per owt. EM . 8/- dec. 4 Mica eim original cases) small .. per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 а 
a Sulphate of Magnesia .. per ton £4 10 " i si ЁЁ medium per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 . 
a Sulphur, Sublimed | oven .. per ton £9 55/- inc. d per lb. 4/- to 7/9 
a " Бере ыан . .. рег ton 25 10 is p Phosphor Bronze, А, CAU ngs per lb. 1/- to 1/24 А 
а Lum .. per ton £5 УН Р „ rolled bars & rods per Ib. 1/1 to 1/4 i 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 %) .. per ton £10 15 T » Strip&sheet per lb. From 1/2 ә 
а „ Crystals .. рег ton £8 2 A Platinum . .. per og. £4 ЖЕ 
a „ Richromate, casks.. per Ib. 942. a Silicium Bronze Wire per lb. 10d. to 1/- P 
{ Steel, Magnet, acc'd’g to desc! p n per ton £58 xs 
METALS, &o. di „ in bars d = 10985 sie 
b Aluminium In ote, in ton lots .. per ton 2190 is 9 Tin, Blok. . . per ton 2128 10 } 10/- дес. 
b " e, in ton lota .. per ton #168 » f „ Fol . .. per lb. 1/6 24. dec. 
Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton £166 oe n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per lb. 1/1 ee 
p Babbitt's metal in ots per ton £48 to £145 m p White Anti-friction Metals 
e Brass (rolled meta] 2" to 120 basis per lb. 7d. as “White Ant brand per ton 242 to 265 - 
€ „ Tube (brazed) МА per lb. gjd ie j Yarns, 2/10e Grey Cotton, on ap ls per lb. Sd. 24. inc. 
e „ » (solid drawn). .. per lb. Tid. is j » lea. Flax. .. per lb. А " 
€ „ Wire, basis.. M .. per lb. 74d. a і » 3 8 ply 10 Ibs. Russian .. per lb. và 
e Copper Tubes (brazed) 8% .. per lb. Я i j „ 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. Я M 
з (solid drawn) .. per lb. Ar ee j » 180 Ibe. Jute rove per ton £11 s 
g Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton 1 | k Zino, 8b’t (Vieille Montagne bnd. j per ton #98 15 


| | 


Quotations supplied by Messrs. :—-u G. Boor 4 Co.; b Lhe british Aluminium Co., Liu.; c ‘bus. beitun & bons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Bons. ; « Frederick 
Rmith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co.. Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare; h Edward "1 ill & Co.; + Bolling & Lowe; j W. Н. Hindley & Co. ; 
k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Onmiston & nope o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; р The Phospbor Bronze Co.,Ltd. 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


— ———————À—— „22. — — — — — M —— 


Week | Receipte lor Miles ' Week | Receipts for | Miles 
Locality. ending | the week | Total to date. {== | | Locality. ending the week. Total to date. open. 
Сс. | £* £ — £* | — * | £ 2 | £ 2 | © 
Aberdeen Aug. 15 LN | 1218 14,442 + 1.713, 10, — 8 гараш в 5 е Aug. 11 998 | +800, 98,194 + 3,068 =} 
. эй ow igs p Puo +431 171.644 + 8,140 1 |58 ботап „ ae Р | ae 85 оа + мр n 
urnemou ee ee , ‚51м а — — -—- aunton , oe ee e. i 1 т , i 
Blackburn  .. | June 26 56 11.608! + 674 135 111 8 emouth .. „ 14 495 | — 10 10,1951 + 72 — 
Blackpool .. Aug. 20 | 2,104 | —À21 23.74 + +95) 8j — |B |tWleston-super-Mare. , „ 12 375 | + 18 5.665 — 23 + 38 
Blaokpool and Fleetwood i | purs 4 п | 11,289 | + P ‚1 — 2 eee DI Dist. а ii | T +107 13 е. + 6,586 1 [t 
n oo oe ° , 21 4 +! 40,126 + " — Tex 1 | 10 и 5 umi wt 5 
e И УЧЕ ИТЧЕ 
g n • ee Ш , + 66, 28986 — — » | . 2, , = 
Bristol „ 21 Sel |—144! — SS dul © | Chatham & District оо. „ 9u 643 4120 17.745 +1020 888 — 
Burnley | „ 22 902 7206 — =< 55 — | Dover os „ 15 999 — 13 7155; € 10. 8 — 
Barnsley District i „ H 197 — | 5,789 — 44 | — Б Dublin ee vs . „ 21 52 | +289) 14, но | + 6,211. е — 
Devonport » 14 491 — 25 143:6/ 4 477 5 | — |È Last Ham sd » 24 760 | 4969 | 14,578 ! + 4,676, + 
.Dudley—Btourbridge.. | „ 14| 9:0 | +1111 24.842 + 2,19 | 183 | — 9 |Glagow .. .. „ 29 118,648 1967 | 159,946 | „18,213 6 +1 
© Gateshead n M| 911 j +76, 2.70 + 443 | 10 |+ 2 & Hull... .. .. .. За 1S8 10 | 98402, + 1,819 11 i+ 1 
OGravesend—Northfieet | „ 14| %2 7 4 7,520 + 20 8 {Ilkeston .. .. „ 19, 187 | — — "UM 
Bee ra Glasgow и cun -03 14650 |+ po 1 "Ar Ive ot Thanet .. .. „, 3 1 8 5 тс 038 120105 ps E 103 — 
‘ А — Г ,6.0: 4 + 2 ee bs 92 T 5. <0, , = 
7 Kidderminster . | n 14 H8 im 2 «l|. 230 | 4| | — | È | Liverpool . „ 05 10,183 | + 92 (899,211 | 11,588 101 | +28 
rthyr . ee ° [1] 14 70 3 "b 5 6,3-6 = 223 8 M Manchester ee ee, 9 22 11,836 4 6672 248,366 | ae 12 8 
$ Kalten es А » 14 409 | + 73, 10, 98, + 1.29 83 — | Newcastle 6 .. „„ 15 8425 — — — 11 — 
д Oldham—Arhron se „ 14 789 | 4110 138,531 | e 1.636 8 | — | Portamouth P эе 22 2,890 — 191 | — 29 | — 
%% y Pr IE h Ra equi Ron 
oe oe ee 0 р 5 — ut n oe ° ” 77 er | Pax! "ERA 
нене; is А s 14 | 1,333 | — 57 50,084 | + 9,785 ond — ie Sunderland ; a 1508 Tus п + 9 к +8 
essay. ee ee 1 | , 5 = э» 4 0 А — 4 , — u — 
ЖЕН ҤЕ ИНЕШ GU E |=) ЕГ 
u ee ee 14 4 + 9 + 1,944 — uoan == , t uu 
ü f { я“ Liverpool Overhead A „ 29 | 1,116 | + 46 | 18894 ＋ 756 611 — 
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NEW TRANSFORMÉR INSTRUMENTS. 


Ws illustrate below a new line of transformer instruments for use 
on high pressure circuits. These are made by Messrs. Nalder 
Bros. & Thompson, Ltd., 34, Queen Street, E.C., and contain some 
points of novelty. | 

In the design of bigh pressure switchboards, it is, of course, a 
point of some importance that the instruments themselves should 
in no way be connected to the high pressure side of the system, so 
that there can be no danger of sbock to tbe switchboard attendants. 
The instrument illustrated below is of the iron oase type, with 
nickelled front, fitted with an air-damping device, which makes it 
perfectly dead-beat. 

Instruments of this type are used either as voltmeters or 
ammeters, through transformers, The design of these transformers 


— 


Fig. 1.—IxsurL TOR, Socket 
AND CAP. 


Fia. 2.— TRANSFORMER 
REMOVED FROM CaSF. 


bas received great attention, both with regard to providing the 
requisite insulation, and also for convenience in connecting up. 
The high pressure terminals are so arranged that the cable can be 
sweated straight into the socket, с (see fig. 1). which is inserted into a 
split screw, 8, in the top of the insulator ; the whole is covered by a 
porcelain cap, into which is cemented a nut, which can be screwed 
up, thus clamping the cable socket immediately on to the trans- 
former terminal. This porcelain cap completely covers thé socket 
and the part of the cable which is sweated into it, so that there is 
absolutely no danger from shock in handling the transformer. 
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Fic. 3.—TBANSFOBMER COMPLETE. 


These transformers are contained in iron boxes, which are filled 
with oil, and are suitable for pressures up to 10,000 volts; they are 
small and compact, and are fitted with lugs, so that they can be 
easily screwed to the back of the switchboard, or to any other 
suitable support. The transformers are so designed as to give a 
constant ratio under all conditions. The apparatus, as a whole, 
appears to have been well arranged to meet the requirements, and 
bas already been adopted in some British power stations. 


ELECTRO-CHEMICAL DISCOVERIES.* 


Tux group of industrial establishments that have grown up around 
Niagara in the past few years to delve deeper into the mysteries of 
elec.ro-chemistry, are rapidly transforming many lines of busiuess 
and trade manufacturing. Tne supply of electric power in large 
unite has primarily been responsibie for this marvellous growth ; 
but purely experimental companies are now carrying on exnaustive 


* Scientific American, 


testa and experiments to develop new industries for the benefit of 
mankind, and their work is receiving critica) attention from all parts 
of the world. 

Industrial electro-chemistry and electro-metallurgy bave already 
accomplished wonders in the field of manufacture Carborundum 
has become a staple product of the electric furnace, displacing in 
many trades nearly all other abrasive materials. In the past year it 
has become an important factor in the steel trade, and some 75 tons 
per month are demanded for this industry alone. More recently 
tungsten and ferro-tungsten have been satisfactorily produced in the 
electric furnace, and the use of these in the steel trade for manu- 
facturing self-hardening and high-speed tools has steadily in- 
creased. 

Tbe manufacture of aluminium, zinc, and manganese in the 
electric furnace has also achieved considerable importance, and 
promises for the near future, far-reaching developments. There are 
several factories now engaged in manufacturing aluminium at 
Niagara Falls and Massena, and their total output is considerable. 
Commercial phosphorus is satisfactorily made by mixing the finely- 
powdered phosphate material with carbon and sand, in the electric 
furnace, and then, when heated, distilling the phosphorus from the 
mass, and collecting it under water. 

The development of the carborundum industry led to the manu- 
facture of artificial graphite, which is now produced by passing the 
amorphous carbon through the electrio furnace, and obtaining a 
pore graphite with merely a fraction of 1 per cent. of ash. Even 
the direct graphitisation of anthracite coals has been successfully 
accomplished, a granular graphite being obtained which can be 
extensively used for lubricating purposes. This graphite is easily 
manipulated with machine tools, and is of great service in many 
trades. In 1901 over 2,000,000 1bs. of this graphite, were made in 
this country, and much more in the year just closed. 

The electrolytic production of caustic alkalies and chlorine bas 
proved of the greatest importance to the world of trade. The 
chlorine produced is used for making bleaching powders, which in 
turn has revolutionised the bleacbing trade nere and abroad. The 

roduction of sodium by electrolysing fused caustic soda bas deve- 
oped rapidly at Niagara and other places where large electric units 
are supplied at low rates. The production of sodium is now con- 
ducted on a large scale. 

The application of the electric furnace to steel manufacturing 
has also received a good deal of attention in France and by the 
Niagara people. Experiments have been conducted to manufacture 
steel from pig iron in the electric furnace, and also to smelt the 
ores directly and manufacture and refine the material in two con- 
nected furnaces. At St. E.ienne, France, iron ore has been 
treated most successfully in specially-prepared electrice furnaces, 
and new factories are being projected for carrying the work forward 
on a commercial scale. 

The manufacture of carbon bisulphide by directly treating in the 
electric furnace charcoal and sulphur is now in operation at Penn 
Yan, N.Y., where a daily output of 10,000 Ibs. is an average. The 
electric furnaces employed for this work at the Penn Yan factory 
represent the largest yet made in any of the electro-chemical indus- 
tries in this country. They are 16 ft in diameter and abont 40 ft. 
high, baving a capacity sufficient to make a larger daily output 
than any similar factory in tne world. 

The production of nitric acid by electro-chemical methods is a 
new process that promises extensive changes in our agriculture. 
The manufacture of nitric acid from the nitrogen and oxygen of the 
air in sufficient quantities for commercial uses has been the dream 
and hope of scientists for years. At Niagara experiments have 
been conducted successfully in producing commercial nitric acid by 
using a high-tension current in an air chamber, by which a yield of 
1 lb. of nitric acid is obtained for every seven horse-power-hours. 
Steps are now being taken to establish the production of nitric 
acid on a large commercial scale, and while farther experiments in 
this field will be conducted, they will be simultaneous with the 
practical work of making the product. 

So remarkable have these and similar industries become, that 
purely experimental companies bave been formed within the past 
year to investigate further in electro-chemistry at Niagara for the 
sole purpose of discovering new processes to patent They do not 
intend to establish any commercial factories, but to dispose of the 
rights to their patents and discoveries to industrial companies 
which can easily be organised later. They represent the modern 
wisards of practical cnemistry, seeking new discoveries in a field 
that has already proved exceedingly rich. The experts wbo com- 
puse these experimental companies are searching for definite 
results along lines already indicated by past successes. Starch, for 
instance, is receiving considerable attention from the electro- 
chemiste, and it is believed that this will soon be produced Ly 
some electric process. Likewise artificial rubber isa suostance thas 
is attracting the ambitious, and results already obtained justify 
the chemists in continuing their experiments with this object in 
view. The recent scare in prices of good rubber, and the lessening 
supply of crude rubber, stimulate the workmen to greater effort in’ 
the fisld of electro-chemical experiment. 

There are many other lists or groups of products of great com- 
mercial value which the experimenters are trying hard to produce 
articially by chemical reactions with the high temperature electric 
furnace. Ammonia, cyanides and silicides are among the most 
promising of these, although not by any means the only 
ones. The manufacture of artificial camphor is now assured, and 
calcium carbide is now produced on au enormous scale. One 
company converts barium sulphate into other needed barium salta. 
Barium hydrate is now produced во «uccessfully that its price enables 
the different trades to use it ш mauy minor ways. Both the sugar 
and paint trade—two widely distinct industries otherwise—employ 
barium hydrate on a large scale. 

One important feature of all these new industries is the stimu- 
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lating effect they have upon widely separated trades and manu- 
facturing industries. By producing materials on a large commercial 
scale, they enable other trades to utilise them in ways never before 
considered possible, With the cheapening of the producte their use 
becomes universal, They have thus directly tended toward lessen- 
ing the cost of production of articles in common use. Synthetic 
electro-chemistry is thus proving in its quiet way one of the greatest 
trade revolutionising factors the world has ever known. The un- 
locking of secrets by man's ingenuity is always fascinating and 
stimulating, but when they in addition nee mankind by placing 
within the means of everybody articles which were formerly con- 
sidered luxuries, the result is something that holds the admiration 
of all. From Niagara, Massena, Penn Yan, and other places where 
large electrical units are easily obtained, the world of science and 
trade, hope for revelations that more than rival the visionary acta 
of mythical wizards of old. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


(Catcurta SECTION.) 


ON THE PRESERVATION OF INSTRUMENTS AND 
MACHINERY IN BENGAL. 


By PauL Bruun, Member. 
(Paper read at Calcutta, March 27th, 1903.) 


(Continued from page 318.) 


THE swinging parts of fine balances, such as are used in elec- 
trolytic-analytic work, should be platinised, as should also be 
accurate sets of brass weights. Some of the best things in this 
line are obtainable from Bunge, in Hamburg. Ordinary seta of 
weights should be strongly nickelled. I have found gilding much 
less efficacious than platinising. The reason is probably that gold 
is not only softer than platinum and becomes rubbed off or 
scratched more easily, but the coating of gold is often decidedly 
porous; the slightest want of continuity in the gilding leads to a 
rapid formation of verdigris, and the gilt weight is then worse off 
than the ungilt one. Any steel parts of the swinging system of a 
balance are sure to be a source of trouble; I cover them with a 
very thin film of spindle oil, but I prefer the steel to be replaced by 
hosphor bronse. Steel knife-edges are useless except in coarse 
сев; balances used in electrolytic work should invariably have 
their knife-edges and bearing surfaces of agate. 

Aluminium, provided it is pure, appears to stand the tropical 
climate tolerably well; some aluminium, however, becomes quickly 
converted into hydroxide, and on the whole I do not advise the use 
of aluminium for parts of instrumenta; of course where special 
lightness is required, the use of aluminium may be unavoidable. 
There is little trouble with German silverand platinoid. Stretched 
iridium-silver wire, as sometimes used in meter bridges, invariably 
enaps. Bare manganin is not quite climate-proof and requires 
careful watching. A peculiar change takes place in the suspension 
etrips of the D’Arsonval galvanometers of some makers. After a 
short time one finds tbe resistance of the galvanometer to increate 
rapidly, until it nearly reaches infinity. On examination one finds 
the strip converted into an exceedingly fragile thread of oxidation 
products. 

Another marked source of trouble are galvanometer mirrors. I 
have repeatedly received galvanometers with the silvering of their 
mirrors either cracked all over and portions of it flaked off or 
rendered useless by tarnishing. Clark Fisher makes the remark 
that English-made mirrors, although much cheaper than French 
ones, are much inferior to the latter. My own experience is 
entirely in the same direction. Personally, I have had little trouble 
with mirrors obtained Hartmann & Braun in Bockenheim- 
Frankfort-on-the-Main and from Siemens & Halske in Berlin. 
It is, however, always the safest plan to have a few spare galvano- 
meter mirrors in stock. As the best temperatures for silvering such 
mirrors lie about 20° C., the temperatures ruling in India 
are usually too high for an attempt to re-silver one’s mirrors ones- 
self to prove an unqualified success. 

Great care should be bestowed by manufacturing firms on soldered 
joints, especially joints in standardised resistance wires. A 
potentiometer volt-box caused me once a great deal of annoyance 
in this respect. You will know that such a volt-vox as made by 
certain makers consists of many turns of fine manganin wire 
wrapped round thin glass cylinders, the total resistance being 
50,000 ohms. Even before the volt-box had come to be used, the 
majority of the soldered joints had given way, unfortunately one of 
them hidden away underneath another layer of wire. All the joints 
showed clear evidences of chemical corrosion, although the room in 
which the box was kept was absolutely free from chemical fumes. 
The soldered joints of suspended coil galvanometers meet 
frequently the same fate. 

One of the most powerful corroding agents employed by nature 
is carbonic acid. We are accustomed to look at carbonic acid as a 
weak acid; at least that is what elementary books on chemistry 
tell us. Of course, it is weaker than various other acids; but in 
many instances it is weak only because it is volatile—volatility is 
not usually compatible with strength—or it is weak because in an 
aqueous solution prepared under atmospheric pressure it is 
exceedingly dilute. But when the acid is more concentrated under 
the action of high pressures, the effect is markedly different. Now 


capillary action has a similar effect on concentration as a large 
increase of superincumbent pressure; and the carbonic acid 
present in the film of moisture which oovers all articles during the 
rainy season, or in the film separating two surfaces in apparent 
contact, is in a much more concentrated state than corresponds 
to the atmospheric pressure. Such carbonic acid is capable of dis- 
placing the silicic acid of natural and artificial silicates. Here it is 
that the mischief comes in. Hence the crusts of sodium and 
potassium carbonates found plentifully in nallahs of Chota, Nagpur 
and Behar during the dry seagons; hence the dimming of surfaces 
of glass slides in contact with each other; hence the film 
which ruins lenses kept in confined situations. As electrical engi- 
neers often have to use reading telescopes and microscopes, and as 
probably many of them practise photography, a few words on the 
action of carbonic acid on glass may not be out of place here. Micro- 
scopiste know how difficult it is to keep a stock of blank glass slides. 
If you keep your glass slides in contact with each other, they are 
sure to grow dim after an astonishingly short period of time, some- 
times even if placed in alcohol. An absolutely safe plan is to tie 
two threads round each separate slide near its two ends, form a 
number of slides into bundles and keep them in alcohol or forma- 
lene. Every chemist in the country has noticed how flasks kept for 
some time without being used either develop a moss-like growth 
of sodium carbonate or have their inner surface throwing off one 
film after another, until the flasks are sometimes filled with these 
onion-coats of mica-like films. If glass vessels are in constant use or 
are kept filled with water or very dilute sulphuric acid, their inner 
surface remains bright and clear. The worst place in which to keep 
microscopic objectives during the rainy season is the cylindrical 
brass case provided for them by the makers. Microscope lenses, 
in fact, lenses and glass poe in general, do not stand close con- 
finement for any length of time. Constant use is the best preser- 
vative. Inany case place the lenses in a capacious box and air them 
frequently. Although makers usually deprecate people opening out 
systems of lenses, in this country this is the only means of preserving 
lenses from the attacks of carbonic acid. I unscrew the parts of 
objectives at regular intervals of time and wipe every single lens 
carefully with a soft piece of cotton cloth; I do not recommend the 
use of silk handkerchiefs for the purpose; they are not absorbent 
enougb, and one has to rab the lenses longer than if one uses well- 
washed cotton cloth. Some of the modern kinds of glass bave to 
be tended very carefully; otherwise they will soon begin to exhibit 
mould-like growths of carbonates or become dim evenly all over 
their surface. The appearance of such growths means ruin to 
the lens. 

A chemical change of considerable importance to people having 
to do electrical testing is the oxidation of the sulphur in ebonite 
with the consequent formation of sulphuric acid. This change 
proceeds with considerable rapidity especially during the rainy 
season. Apparatus which are constantly in use, and which, there- 
fore, are frequently wiped down, suffer comparatively little. If, 
however, the insulation of ebonite parts should be found to have 
broken down, it is best to moisten them with some dilute caustic 
potash solution, wash them with plenty of hot distilled water and 
rub them dry with a clean cloth. Having mentioned ebonite, I am 
reminded of india-rubber tubing and rubber stoppers. It is aston- 
ishing how rapidly they deteriorate in this country. The best way 
of keeping rubber stoppers is to put them into a wide stoppered 
glass jar, at the bottom of which is placed an inverted perforated 
dish to serve as a support for the stoppers, after pouring some oil of 
turpentine on the bottom of the jar. Stoppers which have acquired 
& hard cracked surface can be softened by proceeding similarly, 
only using chloroform instead of turpentine. A good way of pre- 
serving rubber tubing is to give it a coating of glycerine. Gutta- 
percha bottles, such as are used for storing hydrofluoric acid, are 
best protected by covering them all over with paper gummed on. 

One of our greatest chemical enemies in this country is nitre; 
but as I am engaged in a detailed study of this subject, I prefer to 
leave it alone for the present, and at the same time I pass on to the 
last part of my subject: Biological Influences. 

I shall not take up your time by dealing in detail with the omni- 
present microbe ; with the microbe of infectious diseases, which by 
attacking either ourselves or our assistants and workmen causes 
interruption and delay in our work; with the nitre-producing 
microbe which covers our walls and instrument-pillars with destruc- 
tive inflorescences. Neither shall I occupy myself with the fever- 
amoeba which causes more havoc and financial loss than many a 
more quickly acting bacterium; its effect on instruments and 
machines is only indirect, although sometimes patent enough. 
More direct is the action of mould. I have often observed 
beautiful specimens of mucor growing on ivory parts of apparatus, 
for instance, on ivory pins and eyelets used for insulation. It is 
chiefly new apparatus which is thus affected, just as it is the new 
binding of books which suffers most acutely from the attacks of 
mould. But as only certain constituents of the ivory or the 
binding of books supply foodstuffs to the growing mould, the latter 
disappears as soon as those nourishing materials are exhausted. Free 
circulation of air and plenty of light are probably the most powerful 
preventatives of mould growth. 

Besides fungi, there is no other member of the vegetable kingdom 
which acts injuriously on apparatus. It is very different with the 
animal kingdom. The world of invertebrates supplies spiders and 
cockroaches, and flies, and white ants, and boring beetles, and 
various hymenoptera. One could write up quite a formidable 
charge-sheet with the cockroach and the white ant as accused. One 
remark concerning white ants is of interest. I have rarely found 
white ante attacking books on shelves not quite close to the walls 
and floor, provided the books stand on end, and are not too tightly 
placed against each other. Of all my enemies, I detest the cock- 
roach most. Of course, killing them is the most effective way of 
getting rid of them; but then you have to oateh them first. 
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Fortunately, there are some means of interfering with their 
pleasures of life, for they love darkness and damp surroundings. 
I avoid, as much as possible, boarded-in cupboards, and keep my 
apperatus in almirah tables, the doors and sides of which are glazed, 
whilst all the wood parts inside are painted white. A plentiful 
supply of naphthalene completes the means of defence. White 
ants, like other members of the insect world, dislike kerosene oil; 
but they are best battled against by constant watchfalness. An 
occasional joke is perpetrated by wasps, who like to build their mud 
nests into any available hole, in ceiling roses, stop-cocks, inlet boles 
of electric wires. Much more disagreeable are flies, who love to 
settle down in hundreds on the flexibles of pendant incandescent 
electric lamps, and who, by covering the flexibles with their 
excreta, lead to the formation of short-circuits. Spiders and their 
webs are, in one sense, rather useful; they serve as indicators of 
negligence of the staff who are responsible for the cleanliness of 
the place. 

Among the vertebrates are various members of the order of rodents. 
And very destructive they are. They carry on their mining 
operations in the foundations of machines, make use of woodwork 
to sharpen their teeth on, and do all sorts of other mischief. One 
of the wretches got once into an almirah where I kept a box 
containing quarts fibres; there were not many of those fibres left 
in а serviceable condition. It is advisable to keep the instrument 
almirahs well off the wall and have their bottom board about 4 in. 
clear of the floor. 

We finally arrive at the crowning piece of animal creation, man 
—man especially in the guise of a coolie, a bearer, a mistry, an 
overseer. 

The two things one has constantly to contend with when in charge 
of a laboratory or an engine house are dust and grit in the dry 
seasons аай dampness during the rains; and it is here where the 
laboratory bearer and the engine house cooly-attendant come in. 
Unfortunately most natives of this part of the world have no eyes 
for dust and cobwebs. A sixteenth of an inch of dust on every 
article of furniture or apparatus, and a splendid array of hangings, 
the products of the senseless activity of our friend the spider, leave 
the average native in an absolutely happy frame of mind. Person- 
ally, I have spent quite an appreciable part of my life in the 
exploration for cobwebs and io drawing my fingers across the dust 
accumulated on laboratory furniture and apparatus; of course, 
these operations are usually accompanied by candid expressions of 
my opinion on the subject; but still it takes one years before one 
succeeds in training a few even of one’s bearer assistants in the 
ways of cleanliness, and then there is every chance of them getting 
an attack of fever and clearing out to their “country,” as soon as they 
are getting into European ways of cleanliness and tidiness. 

Another peculiarity of the common Indian workman is that һе 
wants to carry everything on his shoulder or on his head. Give 
him an instrument case provided with a nicely nickelled handle, 
and as sure as anything he will snub the handle and swing the box 
on his shoulder top downwards. Sense and forethought you must 
not expect of him. If you meet a low-caste Indian who has sense 
of his own, thank all the Indian Pantheon for it and consider him 
your brother. But you must remember every detail for him. “I 
have forgotten it " seems to his mind an all-sufficient excuse for any 
sin of omission. I may be permitted to suggest here a subject for 
a paper which would be very interesting to many of us; a paper on 
The Indian Workman: his Idiosyncrasies and his Management.” 

Having had to refer to dust and dirt, I do not think people out 
here are always as careful as they might be in protecting their 
machinery from the deteriorating influence of grit and dust. One 
sometimes finds even in Europe-bred Europeans a tendency to fall 
in with the views and habits of the natives. Of course, as regards 
dust, it matters little where a carpenter’s bench or a blacksmith's 
forge is placed; an open shed with a dust-generating mud-floor is 
about as good as anything for ordioary work. But it does make a 
difference whether first-class machinery, especially dynamo- 
electric machinery, but also finer lathes and milling machines, are 
plumped down on a gritty mud-floor or in a cobwebby dark, damp 
corner, or whether the machines are placed in a well-lighted 
machine room provided with a proper brick-on-edge or patent stone 
floor. It is true a “ pakka " floor costs money ; but the ruining of 
good machinery by grit is not exactly a cheap operation either. 
There is another superstition alive in the minds of some people, 
and that is, that a dark corner is necessarily a cool corner. This is 
by no means the case; 85° F. in a dark, damp room is often less 
bearable than 95° F. in a well-aired, well-lighted room. It is quite 
true tbat the Indian coolie is accustomed to dirty surroundings, and 
although hardly thriving on dust and dirt, the coolie feels quite 
happy in it. But even he is not accustomed to а life in dark, con- 
fined rooms. A great part of the Indian’s life ia really spent in the 
open air and in the sunlight, and he will do his work all the better 
and the more cheerfully if you give him plenty of air and light in 
your workshops. Probably the best position in Bengal for an engine 
and machine, room is to have its length in a north-south direction. 
It should have large venetianed doors in the south and north walls, 

lain walls on the east and weat sides, and in these wallsa row of 

round or square windows higher up near tLe ceilings. This 
arrangement provides a good through-draught and plenty of light. 

In this connection I may allude to the subject of paint and 
varnish. Of course, anything gaudyMlooks unworkmanlike ; sober 
tints like chocolate-brown or olive-green suit an engine room best; 
but it pays well to spend some trouble and money on one’s engine 
room. Just place the same native in charge of two precisely 
similar machines as far as the finish of the working parte is con- 
cerned, but leave one in the rough state and paint the other, so that 
the latter presente a pleasing appearance, and then watch how the 
coolie-attendant treats the two machines. He will treat them 
exactly according to their looks. 

Finally, let me say a few words about our friend the mistry. A 


good mistry is an estimable and very useful member of society, 
trustworthy on the whole, although requiring the guidance of a 
superior to prevent his energies from flagging and his activity from 
being directed into wrong channels. As long as he moves along 
well-trodden paths he is safe; he becomes dangerous only when he 
begins to theorise, when he acts on self-conceived hypotheses, when 
he follows out new lines of thought. Let me conclude my lecture 
by relating one or two incidents. 

You will remember that the original Brush lamp had a cut-out 
arrangement which included a hinged soft-iron armature; if I am 
not mistaken, it was precisely this cut-out which made the good 
old Brush lamp a commercial success. An intelligent mistry once 
had charge of about a dozen of these lamps, and he evidently had 
been puzzling his brain over this cut-out arrangement. The out- 
come of his investigations was that the cut-out served no useful 
purpose whatever, and the uselessnegs of the arrangement grated on 

is sense of tke fitness of things. Nature causes the gradual dis- 
appearance of parts which fulfil no useful purpose; the mistry 
went further; he wrenched off the cut-out arrangement in all the 
12 lamps. 16 did him no harm, but he did not see the good of it. 

Worse was the fate of a Lord Kelvin’s electrostatic voltmeter. 
The native mistry in charge of a certain installation had, guided by 
some unaccountable theory of his own, come to the conclusion tbat 
the connections at the back of the switchboard—they had been 
made under the personal supervision of a European electrical 
engineer—were wrong. Sohe altered the connections, and in doing 
80 he disconnected a pilot wire which was connected up to one ter- 
mioal of the voltmeter. Of course, the voltmeter ceased to indicate, 
and the mistry jumped to the conclusion that the voltmeter had 
gone wrong. So he opened it out, and in doing во, broke the sus- 
pension. But he was quite up to the occasion, and replaced the 
elastic strip by a bunch of No. 40 copper wire abstracted from a 
flexible. You may imagine the result. | 

Bat all this is good-natured mischief. The moral status of the 
man plays no part in it. It is different with the manufacturer at 
home who thinks that anything is good enough for India; it is a 
different matter with the native who pute a nut between the arma- 
ture and the pole-piece of a dynamo to get another native, whose 
place he covets, into trouble. There is no absolute protection 
against this latter kind of evil influences. 

And herewith let me вау good-bye to the whole crowd of 
agents, mechanical, physical, chemical, and biological, who affect 
our happiness in this hot and moist country. 
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DISCUSSION. 


Mr. C. T. WrLLIa|ms observed that the paraffin wax used in the 
manufacture of instruments at home, appeared to be softer than that 
imported into India for use in the country. This was specially pre- 
pared to resist high temperatures and, as а rule, no difficulty was 
experienced with regard to this wax oozing out of instruments, 
although this was sometimes the case with English-made instru- 
ments. It had been found possible to harden wax by melting up 
resin with it. For preventing rust this speaker found that Rangoon 
oil (the imported, not the local article) was excellent, and that a 
satisfactory way of storing bright steel parts of instruments in 
damp climates was to wrap them in paper soaked in Rangoon oil. 
The Indian Telegraph Department had not hitherto manufactured 
resistance coils with man wire, but this was about to be tried. 
He was interested in learning that this metal was, in a slight 
degree, liable to rust, but as the wire would be double silk covered 
and soaked in paraffin, there would be no reason to apprehend that 
it would be in any way injured. "This speaker drew attention to tbe 
very bad work put inside iuduction coils by some makers at home. 
It was no uncommon thing to find a coil fail owing to soldered 
joints being corroded through, this being due to the fact that resin 
bad not been used fora flux. The connection to the condenser was 
also very faulty. Thia sometimes consisted of a piece of wire press- 
ing on the tin foil, and kept in place by a piece of board. The 
board warps and the connection fails. He asked for further infor- 
mation as to the preservation of lenses, and stated that he found 
what was known as cheese cloth to be very useful for cleaning them. 
The great enemies of india-rubber be found to be light and 
dry heat. Rubber appeared to keep well in dark damp places. 
He bad noticed that recently makers had discontinued polish- 
ing ebonite on instrumente, and this had certainly improved 
the surface insulation. He had tried using unpolished ebonite 
on an electroscope, which was required to retain its charge for 
a long period, and found that it would do so for as long as 24 hours 
instead of a very short time when polished ebonite waa used. 
There was, however, nothing new in the idea, as it had been used 
by Prof. Ayrton years ago. 

Father Laront stated that, in his opinion, aluminium was a 
most unsatisfactory metal for use in that country, owing to its 
rapid oxidation, and that he would never use it for any instrument 
wherever. Incidentally also he considered nickelling to be better 
tban silvering. 

Mr. Eustace: Owing to my position in Calcutta, I havea great many 
instruments and machines under my charge, &nd one of the hardest 
problems I have to solve is how to preserve them. In our two electric 
supply stations we have 18 dynamos, and I might almost say a 
countless number of instrumente, all of which require the greatest 
care in their preservation. The conditions that prevail in a hot 
moist climate are such, that it appears almost impossible to make 
the mind of a European manufacturer, dwelling in cooler climes, - 
understand. I think, however, that our cousins across the Atlantic 
are more open to receive new ideas, and to adapt themselves thereto. 
The Professor finds, and I think so many of us do also, that his 
goods are damaged before they reach him, but I do not suppose that 
it is always possible to so design & sensitive instrument, and 
despatch it, however carefully packed in its working state, so that 
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it could be sent by rail in the United States. Manufacturers, how- 
ever, seem to think differentlv, and instead of taking a delicate 
instrument as much аз possible to piece. and packing the pieces 
separately, they seem to consider it sufficient to staff the moving 
parts up with silver paper, and pack the instruments in straw. 
The consumere’ meters gent out for the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Cornoration, although excellently packed in hermetically sealed cases, 
ag Often as not arrive with pinions and gear wheel« covered with ruat. 
I would suggest that in a case like thia, where the rust must be due 
to aweating inside the case, that all the cases should be well dried 
with unslaked lime before receiving their contente, and being 
sealed up. In the other direction, however, that of mechanicil 
injury due to bad packing, I think, lies one of the chief causes of 
complaint. The Professor is fortuoate enough to get the goods 
packed in wood shavings, but I presume that the cost of these is far 
greater than straw, hence the adoption of the latter in spite of the 
fact that all bright parts packed in straw arrive in a thoroughly 
rusty state, and also of repeated warniugs not to do so. 

I have a European foreman under me, who haslived a great many 
years in this country without ever having been home. He is a 
German by birth, but has forgotten his native language, and has not 
yet learned Euglieb, much less Hindustani or Bengali. Perhaps 
this accounta for his occasional want of thought, as be must have 
some difficulty in thinking at all, being master of no language. 
Well this well-meaning and bard-working man was one day attend- 
ing to a fault on the underground mains, and after he had repaired 
the broken cable, he pushed a pin through the inaulation to see 
whether the current bad again been turned on. Happily a repre- 
sentative of the cable company was present and explained the 
iniquity to the experimenting foreman. The mistry isa good man 
at one inh, and generally when thoroughly trained can be relied 
upon. Excellent men can be found to do such delicate work as 
repairing instruments, and although they are not very fast they do 
the work well. I do not remember any case of a dynamo being 
burnt out from heat, pure and simple, without some other cause at 
the back of it. Tbe springs on some of the meters recently im- 
ported bave been gilded, and this T find fairly satisfactory, although 
I have bad much trouble with ordinary springs previously. І have 
had cases where a resistance of manganin [? manganese] steel after 
withstanding heat for a certain length of time had disintegrated, so 
that it crumbled in the hand. There is no question as to what is 
the fundamental difficulty in preserving instruments and machinery 
in Calcutta, it is the climate, which has often the same effect on 
men. Temperature is often a great trouble, and during the hot 
weather, I have kno«nthe temperature on the station switchboard 
to be as high as 112° F., and this with an atmospheric humidity of 


over 90. 
( To be concluded ) 


AN OIL ENGINE CENTRAL STATION.* 


By HOWARD S. KNOWLTON. 


A RADICAL departure from existing central station plante is afforded 
by the new electric light plant at Jewett City, Conn., a town of 
about 3,000 inhabitants, located on tbe Worcester division of the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, some 10 miles from 
Norwich. The new plant, which was started about the middle of 
July, bas the distinction of being the first central station in this 
country to adopt the Diesel oil-burning engine as its source of 
motive power, and represents an interesting example of elimina- 
tion—no boilers, stacks, coal bins, stokers, economisers, or heaters 
being necessary. Compactness is the key-note of the whole design. 
Until the new plant was started, Jewett City was lighted elec- 
trically by а 60-gw. Westinghouse 2,200-volt 60-cycle single-phase 
alternator driven by water-power at the Aspenock Bleachery. The 
claims made for the Diesel engine, convinced the town authorities 
that a new station could be operated with profit. and tbe result 
representa one of the most advanced types of small lighting plants 
to be found in the East. 

The power station is located on the west bank of the Pacbaug 
River. It is a neat brick building one story high, with a monitor 
capped roof. The length of the structure is only 37 ft. 8 in., and its 
width is 30 ft 8 in., while the beight from the top of the fouuda- 
tions to the top of the monitor figures up about 26 ft. A small brick 
chimney about 8 ft. high carries away the products of combustion 
discharged from the engine cylinders ; before enteriog the chimney, 
the exbaust gases passthrough a muffler. The interior brick walls 
are painted white, and the station is well provided with windows 
on all sides. 

At present there is but a single room in the plant. The height 
of tke room is 14 ft. from the floor level to tbe bottom of the hori- 
zontal beams of the roof truss. Space has been provided for a 
amall office in the north-west corner of this room. A double door 
5 ft wide is built in the west wall to permit the easy ingress or 
egress of machinery. Probably one corner of the room will be 
fitted up as a repair shop later on. 

The oil eupply for the engine is drewn from two storage tanks 
set underground near the station. Their combined capacity is 
6,500 gallons. The oil, which is crude, is brought to the plant in 
tank wagons holding 640 gallons, and costs 4'6 cents per gallon 
delivered. It is pumped from the main tanks to a vertical tank 
bolding 40 gallons, and from this tank it is supplied to the engines. 


* The American Electrician, 


The generating plant consists of two 60-Kw. Westinghouse single- 
vhase 2,700-volt 60-cvcle alternators, belt-driven by two 75-B.H.P. 
triple-cylinder Diesel oil eneines, of the vertical marine type. The 
engine cylinde-s are all 15 in. stroke and 10 in. diameter. The 
I.H Р of each engine is about 100. 

The engines constitut: the most interesting feature of the plant 
and were built for the American Diesel Engine Co., of New York, by 
the Internatioral Power Co., of Providence, R I. They operate on the 
well-known Otto cycle of admission, compression, combustion, 
expansion and exhaust, but differ radically from ordinary gas and 
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Fic. l.—TRANSVERSE SECTION OF PowER HOUSE. 


oil engines in the character of the combustion. This is not of 
explosive character, but is steady combustion at high compression 
temperatures. During the compression stroke the cylinder contains air 
only, and the temperature due to compression ignites the com- 
bustible charge wivhout the need of electric spark or ignition tube 
apparatus. The clearance is about 7 per cent. of the cylinder 
volume, and the combustion of the vaporised oil does not increase 
the pressure caused by the compression. The cylinders are sym- 
metrically mounted on the engine housing and drive a single shaft 
through cranke having 120° displacement. 

The valve operating cama are on the usual secondary shaft driven 
by the main shaft through an intermediate gear. The admission 
and exhaust valves arc driven by two of these cams, The move- 
ment of the admission valve particularly is very slight. The oil is 
driven into the cylinders by compressed air through a 
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Fic. 2.—ELEVATION AND ABRANGEMENT OF ENGINES. 


series of perforated brass washers, and enters the cylinders 
in the form of a fine spray; an auxiliary air compressor, 
driven by belt from the engine, supplies the air for this 
purpose. The air which supports the combustion is drawn into 
the cylinder through an automatic mushroom valve, and 
is compressed on the up stroke to between 450 and 525 lbe. pressure 
per square inch, corresponding to a temperature of about 1,000° 
Fahr. The fuel valve is open for about one-tenth of the working 
stroke, and tbe fuel is let in and consumed during the whole or a 
part of this period as determined by the action of the governor. 
At the termination of tbe fuel supply, the resulting gases of com- 
bustion work expansively during the remainder of the stroke. The 
combustion is singularly complete on account of the large quantity 
of oxygen in the oylinder at the beginning of the working stroke. 
Any grade of crude or fuel oil may be employed in the engine. 

The fuel oil is delivered to the fuel- on valve by a pump 
driven from the cam shaft. One pump cylinder is provided for 
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each of the main cylinders, and behind each is a by-pass valve, 
which, when open, allows the oil to flow again to the suction 
side of tLe pump instead of to the fuel valves. The length 
of time taat these by-pass valves are open is controlled 
by the governor, which is of the centrifugal “ Begtrap" type. The 
by-pass valves are opened by three arms pivuted at one end 
on a shaft which the gover nor raises or lowers These arms are 
operated by connecting rods driven by eccentrics on the pump- 
driving shaft. By a link connection, the governor collar thus 
iacreases or lessens the distance between the top of the by-pass 
valve rods and the arms which open them. Upon the relative 
distance between the top of each valve rod and its corresponding 
arm depends the length of time the valves are open, and the con- 
sequent duration of oil supply for combustion purposes. 

Aft:r the fuel valve closee, the gases work expansively, and the 
atmospheric and terminal pressures differ but little. The effect of 
toe compressed air used to inject the fuel is inappreciable. The 
admission valve is open a constant length of time, but the fuel 
supply is controlled by tbe governor as just described, so tbat only at 
full loads is it injected into the cylinder during the entire period 
that the valve is open. It has been stated that the thermal effi- 
ciency of the Diesel engine runs as high as 38 per cent. А 

In general outward appearance the engine resembles the ordinary 
marine type of steam engine. The connecting-rod is carried directly 
on a pin inside the piston, as usual in single-acting engines. The 
reciprecating parte are all enclosed within the engine housing, 
which ie fitted with detachable plates for easy access. Lubrication 
is automatic, a large oil well in the lower part of the housing 
doiog service as & bath into which the connecting-rod crank end 
plunges at every revolution. Double fly-wheels are provided 
for each engine in addition to the driviog pulley. 

The engines are started by compressed air from auxiliary reser- 
voirs, which are filled by the engine-driven compressor already 
mentioned. The attendant opens a starting valve which admits 
compressed air to drive the piston for two or three revolutions, 
after which the compression in the cylinder is sufficient to ignita 
the charge; the startiug cam is thrown out of action automatically 
as soon as the attendant throws in the admission and exhaust valve 
mechanism. Enough air is always stored in these reservoirs to 
enable the plant to start with ease. 

In the drawings of the plant reproduced herewith, the auxiliary 
reservoirs are not shown located exactly as finally installed ; 
but no essential feature has been changed. On the east side of the 
building, just outside of the engine-room vall, is located a wooden 
water tank with a capacity of 7,000 gallons. The water from thie 
tank is circulated through the jackets of the engines and is used 


over and over again. Each engine drives a small pump beneath | 


the floor which replenishes this tank when necessary. 

Each of the two alternators is mounted on timbers, and is com- 
pound wound, driving its exciter by belt. The exciters are each 
15 Kw. 125.volt machines, and run at 1,300 r.p.m.; these are 
also mounted on short timbers for insulating purposes. The 
wiring from machines to the switchboard is carried below the floor 
level, and all 2,200- volt circuits are run in lead-covered cable. 

The switchboard is located on the south side of the generator room, 
and is composed of two panels of special marbleised slate sup- 
ported by a steel tubing frame. Rubber mats are placed in front 
of both machines and switchboard. The board is 8 ft. long 
and 5 ft. high. Each machine is protscted by an Elden circuit- 
breaker which is modified so as to short-circuit the compounding 
winding at tne rectifier after the exciter circuit has been opened 
automatically. Each panel contains a machine voltmeter and 
ammeter in addition to the circuit-breaker, and a double-throw, 
double-pole interlocking switch for connecting the commercial 
circuits to eitaer alternator. Іа addition, one panel carries t «o 
double-pole single-tbrow exciter maia switches, and a double-pole 
double-throw hor:zontal station lighting switch which throws the 
Incandescent limps, which illuminate the plant, upon either 
exciter. 

Oae of the panels also contains a double-pole double-throw quick- 
break switch for connecting the series street lighting incandescent 
circuit with either al:ernator. To provide against excessive voltage 
at the lamps, in case any one of the series incandescents burns out and 
short-circuits tbrough the base, six lamps have been installed on one 
of tie panels in connection with a radial switch, which throws 
them in circuit one by one as may become necessary to replace 
burned-out lights. The street lighting circuit is also provided 
with an indicating ammeter. Rheostats for the alternator fields 
are to occupy the lower central portion of one panel of the switch- 
bosr i. 

The station wiring is тип in neat parallel lines from the 
switchboard along the wall to the apertures where the 
circuits leave the building. At present there are two siogle- 
phase commercial circuits supolying house-to-house transformers, 
and one street series circuit made up of 30 c P. 5˙5- ampere incan- 
descent lamps. The total connected load is equivalent to about 
2,000 16-с.р. lamps at present. There are no direct-current circuits 
in thé town. 

The econcmy of operation shown by the Diesel engines is of 
interest. The machines in the new plant are guaranteed to operate 
on 0:47 lb. of oil per brake horse-power hour at full load, and on 
0:5 Ib. oil per brake hoise-power hour from friction load to full 
load. With oil at 4'6 cents per gallon, this means about 1 cent 
per kilowatt-hour, including wages and supplies, the attendance 
required being very amall. The high efficiency of the engines, 
added to the small relative cost of attendance on account of the 
simplicity of the apparatus, gives the Jewett City plant every 

of financial success if it is properly operated. The esti- 
mated cost of operating an equivalent steam plant was probibitive. 
Toe present plant is owned by the town, and it is expected that 
the groes receipts; which last year were about $6,500, will be greatly 


increased as a result of the reduced cost of the service. The results 
of operation at Jewett City will undoubtedly be watched with 
special interest by those who are concerned with the development 
of lighting and power enterprises in small towns. The plaut was 
installed by H. B. Rust & Co., of Providence, R.I. 


THE FIDUCIARY POSITION OF LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. 


Ir the representatives of ratepayers upon tbe local councils 
thoroughly grasped their position as trustees of public money, and 


- their liability to be surcharged as in the recent case at Romford, they 


would not resent the proposals of the Select Committee, which 
are to practically place the responsibility for speculative under- 
takings upon the ratepayers. | 

The Committee express a doubt as to whether the extent of the 
financial burdens consequent upon the powers sought to be 
obtained, are sufficiently brought home to the knowledge of the 


ratepayors. 


In the case of the promotion of Bills, it is true that under the 
Borough Fands Act, the consent of the ratepayers is necessary, but 
everyone knows how imperfectly this is carried out, with the 
reult that the bulk of those interested really know nothing of 
what is being done. 

It is often the case that in what is termed an Omnibus Bill, con- 
taining a large number of matters of a most ordinary and routine 
character, one or two paragraphs are inserted under which trading 
powers are sought which migbt involve risks that the majority of 
per would object to if their attention were specially called 
to them. 

Of oourse it will be said that if the ratepayers are vigilant and 
take a proper interest in the management of their local government 
affairs, they possess the means of preventing their representatives 
from rash undertakings, but the procedure is clumsy and imperfect, 
even in the promotion of Bille, and still more so in the case of pro- 
visional orders, which may be applied for without any previous 
mandate from the ratepayers. 

If tbe local authorities, before taking any action outside their ordi- 
nary daties, which involved such trading operations, for example, 
asthe supply of electricity, were compelled to submit the proposal to 
a poll of the ratepayers, the responsibility would be undertaken by 
them and their representatives supported in their fiduciary 
position. 

The argument that ratepayers in electirg representatives practi- 
cally give them power to act for them to aa unlimited extent, can 
on fairly apply to routine management upon existing lines of 
policy. 

The Select Committee on Bills promoted by local authorities, as 
well as the Committee on Municipal Trading, wisely recognise this 
principle in their respective reports and the irritation apparent in 
some quarters, which threatens opposition to their recommendation, 
will be unlikely to assume a very formidable character. 

It is satisfactory to find that the drastic proposals for establishing 
a thorough audit of reid ee accounts is already publicly approved 
by some of the town clerks whose opinions have been solicited by 
one of our contemporaries, notwithstanding the statement of the 
journal in question ''that the report of the Committee, if carried 
iuto effect, would practically rob the local authorities of the 
financial control of their undertakings.” 

The olerk of the Merthyr Tydfil U D.C. thinks the suggested 
andit admirable, and savs that “heaping up loans is a curse toa 
district and misleading to the ratepayers ” 

The town clerk of Sheffield almost lost his breath at the drastic 
character of the Committee's recommendations, but nevertheless 
admitsthat ‘the present system of audit by the elective auditors and 
the Mayor's auditor ів scarcely to be commended ; and it is also true 
that there is a lack of uniformity in the method of audit pursued by 
different local authorities." 

Then, again, the town clerk of Sunderland says that all will 
agree as to the desirability of a uniform and complete system,” 
aod approves “the recommendation as to the form in which the 
accounts should be kept as probably the best that could be made.” 

Such opposition as the foregoing will not produce a very formid- 
able barrier to the adoption of the suggestions of the Committee. 

The real objection to the proposals appears to be in the fear that 
the auditors will express an opinion upon the necessity for and 
adequacy of reserve funde, and in respect of depreciation and 
obsolescence of plant, in addition to statntory einking funds." 

If such duties are undertaken by the auditors, the position of the 
municipal electricity undertakings will not be recognised by those 
who have acted on the principle that the statutory sinking fund 
covers provision for depreciation and reserve for antiquation and 
contingencies. 

We agree to some extent with the town clerk of Sunderland in 
his preference for certain principles of accountancy being estab- 
lished by positive and general compulsory enactment, but this could 
only be applied to such matters as provision for depreciation, while 
items of expenditure fairly belonging to the electrical undertaking, 
and which, in many municipal accounts, are charged to other 
departments, would be necessarily left to the auditor's decision. 

After such opinions as those expressed in the Committee's report, 
it is obvious ttat the distinction made in the Board of Trade form 
of accounts for municipalities and companies, with ,reference to 
depreciation, can no longer be maintained.  Theyjdispose of the 
contention that the sinking fund affects|the question; and, indeed, it 
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is surprising that the idea should ever have been entertained that 
payment for plant by instalments instead of cash down, could cover 
anything beyond the items which were represented by theloan. The 
limited reserve fund against contingencies is only “authorised” 
and not made an absolute condition of the undertaking, and hence 
the number of municipal electricity trading accounts in which no 
provision is made either for depreciation or а reserve fund. 

In the article upon Local Audit,” by a Legal Contributor, in 
our issue of August 14th, attention was directed to the extravagance 
under the head of wages, which a careful auditor might deal with. 

This question of wages is a very important one in connection 
with those undertakings which are controlled by the labour- 
governed municipalities. 

From our knowledge of the methods adopted in drawing up the 
accounts of municipal electrical undertakings, we are convinced 
that if a searching and absolutely independent audit were made, 
many workings of wheela within wheels would be exposed to the 
enlightenment of ratepayers. How frequently, fox instance, when 
it is ccnsidered that the occasion demands it, is the salaries and 
wages item manipulated, certain proportions of these being in- 
cluded under quite different headings—such, for instance, as 
buildings, especially while extensions are being carried out. In 
this way the working coste are made to appear lower than they 
really are, and consequently the net result of the year's working is 
swollen to the same extent. | 


ELECTRICITY IN MINES. | 
By T. CAMPBELL FUTERS. 


(Concluded from page 288.) 


THE great trouble hitherto has been caused by the motors 
being too small for the work they had to do. Many arma- 
tures have burnt out, and the risk of firing an explosive 
mixtare has been greatly increased ; but further than this, 
the stoppage from this or apy other cause is a reduction of 
the output and consequent loss. The motors should be 
enclosed and be able to do their work without sparking, and 
this can be accomplished by the simple process of making 
them bigger; and no motor ought to be sent into the 
workings of a mine unless it can do, without sparking, at 
least 25 per cent. more work than it will be required to do, 
and after six bours’ run at full load, the temperature rise 
should never exceed 60° to 80° above that of the mine. Of 
course, it is important to keep the weight and dimensions to 
a minimum, but it is a mistake to do so at the expense of 
the usefulness of the machine; and the brush-gear of 
coal-cutter motors should be designed to minimise, as far ав 
possible, the sparking due to the vibration of the machine. 

As to danger from cables breaking, there ought not to be 
any, a8 cables should not break; but so long as inferior 
cables, working at a high density, are led into workings, tied 
up to the timbering or a cheap insulator by pieces of string, 
with badly twisted dry jointe, what elee can be expected ? 
And this is the class of work that is being done at the present 
day. Theidea of tying cables up by pieces of string is to 
prevent the cables from being broken in the case of a roof 
fall. The inventor of this brilliant system seemed to forget 
that a heavy enough fall might occur, not only to carry the 
cable to the floor, but to crush or even sever it. 

Braided and insulated, armoured, concentric, and twin 
cables have all been suggested as the best, but all are liable 
to be bruised or broken by a heavy fall. To bury them is ob- 
jectionable ; to run them in iron piping is difficult and expen- 
sive, and in wet places they would rapidly corrode ; and as a 
simple means to ensure complete protection, the writer has 
suggested running plain highly insulated cables in strong 
wood casing, shown in fig. 2. This casing, which 
may be creosoted or haskenised, if laid upon the floor, or 
fixed to the walls, is strong enough to resist a very 
heavy fall would be practically damp-proof, and flexible 
enough to yield to an upheaval of the floor; it cannot be 
touched or interfered with by workmen, and can be 
examined at any moment by unscrewing a length of capping. 
This should be led as close to the machine as possible, 
leaving onlya minimum length of trailing cable. For 
traction, however, bare overhead wire is necessary ; but it is 
questionable if it will ever become a suitable means of 
haulage in this country. Shaft cables should be highly 
insulated and armoured with galvanised iron wires covered 
with compound. The writer has sdopted the method shewn 
in fig. 1 for suspending these, quite clear of everything, 
and they are connected to cast-iron watertight junction 
boxes at both top and bottom, with large taper and screwed 


socket terminals, mounted upon a slate base. The armour- 


ing is, of course, earthed, but so long as the insulation 
between the armouring and conductor is not damaged, no 
leakage can result. | 

For underground lighting, wood casing or lead covered 
cable is preferable to steel tubing, owing to the rapid cor- 
rosion of the latter and danger of stripping the insulation 
when drawing in the cables. 

Switches, fuses and starting switches have also generally 
been too small and of inferior design, and so long as colliery 
managers are in the hands of electrical engineering firms in 
keen competition with each other, with no standard of 
quality for guidance, this state of things will probably con- 
tinue. All switches for underground work in exposed posi- 
tions should be strongly encased, have ample contact surface 
and a low current density ; and starting switches should be 
fitted with automatic no-voltage and overload release. 
Fuses should be simple, easily replaceable, in flame-tight 
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boxes, and arranged to blow with not more than 20 per cent. 
overload. 

Distribution should be as far as possible controlled from 
the main switchboard on the surface, or a main board situated 
at the bottom of the downcast shaft. They should have positive 
and negative slates, and double-pole switches and fuses. 

Generally, too much stress connot be laid upon the 
necessity of having everything of the very best quality and 
carefully designed ; strict supervision and a high insulation 
resistance test shoald be rigidly enforced. Periodical testa 
should be thoroughly carried out, and any fault located and 
put right without delay. 

The question of voltage, and the installation of three- 
phase or continuous current has given rise to considerable 
discussion. Three-phase induction motors have been advo- 
cated, as they get rid of the commutator, but against this 
there is greater starting difficulty, and slip rings are as 
objectionable as the commutator. The only real advantage 
three-phase can have over continuous current is in the use of 
higher pressures, and so reducing the cost of line wire ; but, it 
is to be remembered that, though the workings of a colliery 
may exceed a distance of one mile, it would probably 
rarely be necessary to transmit any great amount of 

wer beyond that distance, and it is generally acknow- 
edged that up to one mile there is no saving in first 
cost by adopting three-phase in preference to direct current ; 
and, further, the introduction of transformers only compli- 
cates matters, and adds another risk of breakdown. On the 
other hand, for some purposes, induction motors may be 
more suitable than cuntinuous current motors, but these 
occasions are so rare as scarcely to justify the installing of 
three-phase plant. 

Generally, wbere there is a group of collieries, and it is 
desired to transmit energy to them from one centre, a high 
pressure three-phase alternating installation may prove cheaper 
and more economical than a continuous current one; but for 
a large colliery supplying its own energy there can be no 
question that a 500-volt continuous-current plant would 
prove to be best, and a well-arranged three-wire system 
would probably save more copper in liue-wire than three-phase 
working. Altogether too much has been made of the saving 
in line-copper by the advocates of three-phase installations. 

So far, with good work no trouble of any consequence has 
been experienced with pressures up to 500 volts, and there 
need be no hesitation in carrying such a pressure to the 
the coal-face ; but this is about the limit. The higher the 
pressure the more difficulty with the insulation, and to 
anyone fully conversant with the conditions of mining work, 
it is simply absurd to think of introducing pressures in the 
workings, of 1,000 volta and over. 
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Whilst electrical energy can with advantage be applied to 
all colliery machinery underground, and to much on the sur- 
face, itis not desirable, as some engineers have proposed, to 
replace the heavy steam winding and pumping engines with 
electric motors. These are usually placed comparatively 
close to the steam boilers, and therefore there can be no 
saving in first turning the steam energy iuto electrical, before 
applying it. Winding engines at their best cannot be made 
economical owing to the constant stopping and starting, and 
with quick winding, energy is not only used to start the 
load, but also to bring it rapidly to rest. Where it is 
required to supply energy from one centre, to a group of 
collieries, the conditions are altered, and the introduction of 
electricity for winding and pumping may result in a con- 
siderable saving, but there is no need to go to extremes. 

Besides generating electricity for colliery purposes, it 
might with advantage be extended to supply light to the 
cottages, shops and streets of the colliery village, which 
would, no doubt, give & fair return on the capital laid out. 
Much more might be done in utilising slack coal and dirt, 
by the erection of proper furnaces, and even the erection of 
destructors to burn the village refuse, which, especially 
when coals are supplied free to the workmen, has a much 
higher calorific value than town’s refuse, would probably 
prove a paying investment. 


CARRIAGE OF MERCHANDISE ON ELECTRIC 
TRAMWAYS. 


By THOMAS UPTON, 


Goods Traffic Manager to the South Lancashire Tramways and 
Liverpool and Prescot Light Railway Companies. 


(Concluded from page 293.) 


THERE are also во many matters to be continually borne in 
mind by the clerical and porterage staff actually dealing 
with the receipt and forwarding of traffic, that it becomes a 
necessity to issue for their guidance special instructions in 
the form of “standing orders " covering such matters as— 

The proper quotation of rates, with the necessary refer- 
ences to risk for loss, damage, or delay. 

Injuries to the public and servants of the company on the 
latter’s premises. 

Supply of plant, tracks, sheets, sacks, ropes, &c., to the 
depóts, and the disposal of surplus plant en route. 

Disabled stock and loads requiring adjustment in transit. 

The proper loading and sheeting of wagons, and binding 
of loads to ensure safe transit. 

Collection and delivery of merchandise and the proper 
handling of it. 

Warehousing of merchandise, provisions, &c., and 
wharfage of oils or other dangerous liquids, vegetable 
fibres, &c. | | 

Correct invoicing of merchandise, charges, &c. 

Loading of live stock in disease affected districts, and the 
cleansing of wagons as required under the Board of A gricul- 
ture regulations. 

Merchandise received unentered, particulars to follow, 
and missing. 

Seizure of goods at depóts under writs and stoppage of 
goods in transit. 

Wroper rendering of accounts and keeping of corre- 
spondence. 

Accommodation provided at depóts, &c. 

Another matter of some importance is that of gundry 
charges" made to firms by the railway companies for ser- 
vices rendered, but which many consider should be or are 
included in the rate charged for conveyance. When the 
nature of the services performed, however, are looked into, 
it will be seen that the charges so made are not, and 
could not have been, included in the original rate for con- 
veyance, therefore it may be reasonably expected that some- 
what similar charges will be made in tramway and light 
railway working, and will include charges for :— 

Cartage beyond a fixed boundary of, say, one mile radius 
from any depot at which the rates charged include collection 
or delivery service. 


Special cartage rate for traffic conveyed at “ Station to 
station rates, or for articles of exceptional weight or bulk, 
вау, over 3 tons each, and requiring special facilities for 
handling. ` 

Small charge for the special facilities provided by the 
company for loading or unloading of such heavy articles. 

“ Split” delivery charges where firms send merchandise in 
bulk, at a cheaper rate than would otherwise be charged, 
and then divide up the bulk into small portions and instruct 
the company to deliver to various customers. 

Charges for second cartage, through no fault of the 
company. 

The loading and unloading of merchandise where such 
service is not included in the rate charged for the convey- 
ance of the merchandise. 

Shooting, weighing, measuring, screening and making up 
of flour, grain and seeds. 

Cellaring and stacking of beer at hotels, &c. 

Weighing net, uncovering and re-covering, or opening 
boxes and replacing of bacon and hams, 

The cording and casing of teas, &c. 

Marking and numbering of packages. 

These services are of daily occurrence, and take up a 
great deal of valuable time which can ill be spared, and in 
many instances men’s time is wholly occupied in the work, 
the carriers are therefore put to expenses they would not other- 
wise be, or otherwise it could be included in a conveyance rate. 
A trader will state that his work only occupies the matter of a 
few minutes and that the charge made is unreasonable ; but 
consider all such minutes occupied on behalf of the many and 
various traders added together, and the case for such charges 
being made is strengthened and apparent, although the 
writer is of opinion that the charges made in many instances 
might be reduced. This, however, is unlikely, as the railway 
companies do not care for the work and responsibilities 
entailed thereby. 

The conveyance of merchandise on electric tramways 
and light railways will have, without doubt, far-reaching 
and beneficial effects to the traders in general, inasmuch as 
they will obtain quicker transit, less damage to their traffic 
in transit, besides the rates for conveyance being consider- 
ably reduced, in some cases, probably, as much as 50 
per cent., but, generally speaking, say 25 per cent. all 
round. 

In country districts the introduction of electric traction 
must be of incalculable importance to the agriculturists, and 
farmers and landowners would do well to encourage such 
traction by all means in their power, giving as it does the very 
facilities required, being far superior to any service of motor- 
vans that might be put on the roads. Althongh the latter 
would be able to go up to the farms, the tramway could be 
laid so as to be equally convenient to the farmer, for 
the motor-van would be only able to take, say, 
віх or seven tons, and would have to go in most 
cases long distances to the nearest railway station. On 
the other hand, the farmer would be in a position to load 
at will several tram wagons with a capacity of, say, 16 tons 
each, saving the cost of loading to motor and from motor 
to railway wagon at the railway station, reducing the rate 
accordingly and getting a quicker transit without tranship- 
ment of the produce and the consequent delay. This would 
be brought about by the use of flat-deck wagons with detach- 
able bodies, and in many cases the tramways would be 
in a position to convey the traffic to the markets direct, at 
rates much below those charged by the railway companies 
and in less time. 

For small quantities of produce a special van could be run 
at stated times each day round to the various farmera, and 
the traffic gathered en route at much less cost than could be 
done by motor-van or by carts. It need hardly be pointed 
out that heavy motor-vans would not be able to ро every- 
where on a farm, and that it would be necessary for the 
farmer to bring his produce to some suitable spot on his 
land for loading purposes. 

It would be idle to attempt in this article to organise а 
complete system of merchandise distribution; but if 
facilities were given, it is safe to say that the advantages 
to be derived therefrom would be fully appreciated, and 
the traffic would grow rapidly, and during developments, 
experience would be obtained as to the requirements of 
the various classes of merchandise, which it is impossible to 
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fully appreciate in advance; further, the effects of such 
developments upon the districts covered is bound to be of 
far-reaching extent in furnishing facilities for the distribu- 
tion of merchandise which have been hitherto unobtainable. 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 


(FROM OUR JOHANNESBURG CORRESPONDENT) 


August 3rd, 1903. 


Kalk Bay Muizenburg, C.C.—Mr. Thomas Bennett, M. I. C. E., 
engineer of the Kalk Bay-Muizenburg Municipality, has sailed for 
England per the R.M.S. Briton for the purpose of selecting and 
purchasing materia! and plant for the drainage and electric 
lighting schemes. He expects to be away about four months, and 
will return to commence work on the schemes in the early spring. 

Mafeking, C.C.—A special meeting of the Town Council was held 
Jast week to consider the question of lighting the town. It was 
decided to light it by means of electricity, oil engines being specified 
to drive the generators, and a public meeting is called to consider 
the question and to sanction a loan of £6,000 for the purpose. 

Graaff-Reinet, C.C.—The Municipal Council has decided to call 
for tenaers for а scheme of electric lighting for the town. 

Durban, Natal.—The Town Council having recently obtained 
Parliamentary powers to borrow money for municipal works, 
decided at a special meeting to obtain a loan of £300,000, and the 
town treasurer, who on previous occasions has performed similar 
service, bas been directed to proceed to London for the purpose of 
arranging the loan ; £100,000 is to be devoted to a new telephone 
system, the rest being expended in electric light and trams, water 
and sanitary schemes and extensions. 

It has been decided to equip the cranage system in the Hartley 
Barry Dock scheme with electric motors. 

Robinson G.M. Co.—A fire broke out, originating in an electric 
motor, in the chlorination room at this mine this week, and caused 
a damage of £350. 

Transvaal Townships.—The following towns in the Transvaal 
have, by a recent Ordinance, been endowed with full municipal 
powers; this will have an appreciable effect on the electric lighting 
schemes, &c., which many of them have been considering :—Kru- 
gersdorp, Boksburg, Germiston, Pietersburg, Heidelburg, Klerks- 
dorp, Middleburg, Potchefstroom and Standerton. 

Ophirton, Johannesburg.—A well attended meeting of Ophirton 
standholders took place this week to consider the question of tram- 
way extension. They finally resolved: “That the standholders 
present are willing to pay the Town Council, in the form of a 
special rate, the sum of £1 per stand per annum for three years, as 
a contribution towards the construction of a tramway from Johan- 
nesburg to the township of Ophirton, and also such annual sum as 
may be required to cover loss on working for the first three years." 
It was also decided to petition the Town Council for a scheme of 
electric lighting. 

Technical Education.—The Commission deputed to report to the 
Government on the question of Technical Education in the Trans- 
vaal, handed in to the Legislative Council sitting at Pretoria, a 
lengthy report, the following being a summary :—The Commission 
recommend that temporary premises be acquired where provision 
may be immediately made to carry on, locally, the work of a mining 
course, embracing four years of a standard at least as high as that 
of the course of mining engineering of the South African School of 
Mines. Other instruction of & university character would also be 
provided, and classes should, from the outset, be held in literary 
and other subjects for the benefit, among others, of students 
preparing for university degrees. The Commission recognise that 
one of the first steps to be taken is the appointment of a man who, 
subject to the control of & general governing body, should be 
entirely responsible for the technical work. They consider the 
emoluments of such a man should not fall below £3,000 a year, 
without residence, and that the area of this selection should embrace 
the whole of the British Empire. The Commission further recom- 
mend the establishment of a permanent institution in Johannesburg, 
and that the Government should set aside Plein Square as the 
site thereof. They also recommend the immediate requisition 
of a site for the teaching University for the Transvaal and other 
parte of South Africa, which may be willing to co-operate with the 
country in venture. The site should be within convenient distance 
of Johannesburg and Pretoria, and as near as possible to the mines 
of the Witwatersrand. `· A minority report recommends the suburbs 
of Johannesburg as the site of the permanent University. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this Journal by W. Р. Тномрвон & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


17,967. ‘Improvements in safety devices for strong current overhead con- 
ductors.” C. C. VAN DER VaALCK, August 10th. (Complete.) 

17,309. “Process of decomposing water by electrolysis." G. T. Freny. 
(W.F. M. McCarty and W. 5. Beebe, United States.) August llth. (Complete.) 


17,131. "Improvements in or relating to electric joints or connections for 
railway trains.“ 8. SAVELSOHN. August llth. 

17,460. ‘Improvements in or connected with incandescent electric lamps.“ 
G. Davis. August 12th. 

17,482. Improvements in electric arc lamps.” W. босккЕ. August 12th. 

17,564. "Improvements in junction or inspection boxes and like inspection 
fittings used with electric wiring." E. WHIIJE and J. WALDkON. August 13th. 
(Complete.) 

17,587. ** Improvements in the manufacture of electrodes for electrolytic 

огроѕев. G. W. Jonson. (The Chemische Fabrik Griesheim Elektron, 

ermany.) August 18th. 

17,601. “Improvements in system of electric lighting." Н. LEITNER and 
R. N. Lucas. August l4th. 

17,605. “ An improved trolley head and arm for electric traction wires." 
J. J. CARTER. August 140. 
‘ae “Improvements in electricity meters." Н. T. Harnisox, August 

th. 


17,641. '' Means for electrically operating from a distance type-writing 
machines, type-printing telegraphic apparatus, and the like.“ J. PILsATNEEKs. 
August 14th, 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 1901. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 829, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps), 


18,466. “Improvements in railway switch and signal apparatus." Westing- 
house Brake Co. and E. de M. Malan. Dated July 2nd. 

13,468. Improvements in electrical interlocking for railway signalling.“ 
Westinghouse Brake Co. and E. de M. Malan. Dated July 2nd, 

13,501. ‘Improvements in apparatus for the transmission and automatic 
distribution of mail matter." G. A. Owen. Dated July znd. 

18,507. ‘‘Improvements in and relating to vapour burning apparatus.” A. 
Kitson. Dated July 2nd. 

18,510 “Electrical workmen's time checking clock.“ С. T. Mason and 8. R. 
Brown. (Trading as Mason & Brown.) Dated July 3rd. 

18,560. Improvements in and relating to plating or braiding machines.” 
E. L. Thorp. Dated July 3rd. 

18,663. Improvements in telephone transmitters.” E. B. Fahnestock. Dated 
July 4th. 5 

18,747. Page printing telegraph.” G. S. Musso. Dated July 5th. 

18,810. *“ Improvements in stops for trolleys on electrically-propelled tram- 
cars and the like.“ E. J. B. Lowdon, К. Lowdon and G. Baliour. Dated 
July 8th. 

13,872. Improvements in or relating to apparatus for changing the colour 
of the light employed in illuminating clock faces, transparent pictures, 
advertisements and the like." W. H. Stockall. Dated July 8th. 

13,924. Improvements in ascertaining the position of ships." 
Walters. Dated July 2th. 

13,947. “Improvements in and connected with electrical heaters for water 
and other liquids.” H. M. Hill. Dated July 9th. 

18,956. ‘Improvements connected with circuit breakers and brakes on elco- 
trio railway and tramway vehicles.“ British Thomson-Houston Co. (W. B. 
Potter and C. D. Clarke, Schenectady, New York, U.S.A.) Dated July 9th. 

14,061. Improvements in illuminating devices." F. de Mare. Dated July 
10th. 

14,156. Improvements in or connected with apparatus for optical projection 
for luminous advertising and other purposes," Electrical '* Luiniscriptor ” Co. 
and W. Claypoole. Dated July llth. 

14,235. ‘Improvements in or relating to audible electric signalling devices.“ 
8. A. Brown and J. W. Points. Dated July 12th. 

14,404. “Improvements in electric switches." 
Pinckard, 980, South 20th Street, Birmingbam, Alabama, U.S.A.) 
15th. 

14,415. Improvements in and relating to means for indicating the impact 
of bodies at a distance, particularly applicable for recording targets.” 
J. Urrutia y Motta. Dated July 15th. 

14,466. “Improvements in electrical storage batteries or accumulators and 
in electrolytes for electric batteries." P. Steins and P. J. Smith. Dated 
July 16th. 

14,477. "Improvements in or connected with machinery or apparatus for 
weighing tea and other granular substances." J. P. Stubbs. Dated July 16th. 


14,509. “Improvements in and relating to mechanism for supplying weft 
filling to looms for weaving." W. H. Baker and F. E. Kip. Dated July 16th. 

14,576. Process and apparatus for utilising the waste heat of metallurgical 
operations.” J. Imray. (Soc. Electro-Metallurgique Francaise, Froges, I:cre, 
France. Dated July 17th. 


W. M. 


H. H. Lake. (W. P. 
Da ted July 


W. J. Brewster. 


19,830. Automatic electric fire alarm.“ Dated Septem- 
ber 20th. 

19,072. Improvements in thermostatic switches.“ W. F. Singer. Dated 
September 24th. 

19,228, “Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” British 


Thomson-Houstun Co. (A. R. Everest.) Dated September 26th. 


20,090. ‘Improvements in elevated and sub-aqueous railways and in motor 
vehicles therefor." R. C. Sayer. Dated December 8rd. 

11,670. “Improvements in connection with electric circuits." A. H. Howard. 
Dated July 18th. 

14,952. ''Improvements in and relating to railway signalling apparatus.““ 
A. J. Boult. (A. Neelemans, 6, Avenue Marnix, Brussels.) Dated July rd. 


15,155. “Improvements in and relating to conduits for carrying electric 
conductors." H. Hirst and F. Boyes. Dated July 25th. 

15,216. “Improvements in electrically-propelled vehicles and permanent 
way therefor.” A. S. V. Burnaby. Dated July 26th. 

15,315. Motor cycles." G. W. Manson. Dated July 29th. 

15,366. “ Improvements in safcty devices for electrical apparatus." P. Rud- 
hardt. (Date applied for under Sec. 108 of Patents, &c., Act, 1888, January 
25th.) Dated July 29th. 

15,163. “ Improvements in secondary battery, plates.” B. Kuettner. Dated 
July 80th. 

15,579. Improvements in or relating to electrolytic apparatus." A. J. Boult. 
(American Alkali Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.) Dated August lst, 

16,150. Arc lamp safety winch.” J. Lawrence. Dated August 12th. 

16,514. “Improvements relating to the working of breech-loading ordnance.'' 
A. T. Dawson and J. Horne. (Patent not yet due for sealing.) Dated 
August loth. 

16,712. "Improvements in or relating to automatic apparatus for controlling 
the speed of tramcars, automobiles, and other electrically or mechanically 
propelled vehicles.“ H. E. Yerbury. Dated August 20th. 

16.748. "Improvements in apparatus for operating bulkhead doors, hatches, 
or the like." P. M. Justice. ("Long Arm” System Co., Corner Lake and 
Wasou Streets, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.) Dated August 20th. 

16,754. “Improvements in machines for copying and reducing steel dies 
engraved in relief." P. Jensen. Maschinenfabrik Elektrogravure, Leipzig 
Sellerhausen, Gerinany.) Dated August 2Uth. 
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SEPTEMBER 4, 1903. 


No. 1,345. 


REFUSE DESTRUCTION AND POWER 
PRODUCTION. 


THERE is only one way properly to dispose of refuse, and 
that way is by burning it. This is no new fangled idea, as 
the burning of refuse was practised by the Israelites in the 
Wilderness thousands of years ago. What kind of furnace 
they used, or whether it was merely burnt in heaps as garden 
rubbish is to-day, we have no record, but it is certain that it 
was burnt for sanitary reasons, and not with the idea of . 
utilising the heat of combustion for the production of power. 
The custom of burning up all refuse was one of the measures 
taken to prevent the spread of leprosy and plague ; and these 
diseases having, to a very large extent, been got rid of, the 
custom fell into disuse. 

But, although leprosy and plague have been practically 
stamped out, many of our more modern complaints, such as 
typhoid, cholera, yellow fever, dysentery, &c., are caused 
by, or aggravated by, the smells or gases given off by 
refuse tips. 

To bury refuse in the ground is not to get rid of it. The 
disease germs may be kept in a state of suspended animation 
for ages until the soil is disturbed, when they break out 
again in their most pestilential forms. 

Thus epidemics have been traced to the opening up of 
burial grounds which have been disused for from 200 to 300 
years. The cholera scourge which visited London in 1854, 
the plague epidemics in Egypt and Madeira, and in Minchin- 
hampton in the first half of the last century, were all traced 
directly to such causes. 

Nor is the simple burning of refuse in heaps sufficient to 
render it entirely innocuous. Whilst many disease germs 
may be annihilated by such means, others are merely driven 
off into the atmosphere in the smoke and gases. To render 
the refuse and residuals entirely innocuous, it is necessary 
to raise them to a temperature of at least 1,250? F., and not 
only so, but to keep them at this temperature for a consider- 
able time. 

Until within the past 80 years there appears to have been 
no attempt to design a satisfactory furnace to deal with 
refuse in large quantities. In the early designs the furnaces 
were of comparatively low temperature, and the refuse was 
cooked rather than burnt; and, notwithstanding the high 
chimneys used, the stench given off was unbearable. 
“Fume cremators, or secondary furnaces, were intro- 
duced, with the object of getting rid of the smells, but it 
was not until the advent of the high temperature furnace, 
in which the temperature ranges from 1,500° F. to 
2,500° F., that the problem of the sanitary disposal of refuse 
could be said to be practically solved. 

Two difficulties still remained, viz., the prevention of the 
emission of fine dust from the chimney, which is driven 


off from the residuals and carried into the flues; and the 
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disposal of the residual clinker and ash, which amount to 
from 25 to 80 per cent. of the weight of refuse dealt with. 

The economical disposal of the latter has given rise to 
several new forms of industry, such as the manufacture of 
bricks, mortar, and artificial stone from the crushed clinker, 
whilst the fine powder is used as a base for the manufacture 
of disinfectants. Where there is a large and steady demand 
for the above products it is sometimes possible to entirely 
cover the cost of disposing of the refuse. This is the case 
at Bradford, where a profit of some hundreds of pounds is 
made annually by these means. The surplus heat from the 
destructors is used to raise steam for the crushing 
machinery. The clinker algo forms a good under bed for 
roadways, and is an excellent substitute for coke in sewage 
filter beds. 

The question of power production from refuse destructors 
is one which has given rise to considerable controversy. 
Some few years ago there was a tendency to make this the 
primary instead of the secondary consideration, and 
destructors were erected from which great things were 
expected in the way of power. 

The result was disappointment, and not only was very 
little steam produced, but, by making this the aim, the 
efficiency of the furnace as a refuse destructor was sacrificed, 
and the destruction of refuse by burning was discredited. 
That considerable surplus heat is given off from a properly 
designed destructor—that is, a destructor designed primarily 
for the absolute cremation of refuse—is indisputable ; but 
to argue from that, that power production from a destructor 
is always profitable, is fallacious reasoning, and does more 
harm than good. 

Many excellent results in steam raising have been obtained 
from refuse destruction, and there are a few small electricity 
works depending almost entirely on the destructor furnace for 
steam. This, in itself, does not prove it to be a profitable 
method of steam raising. It is only profitable when the total 
costs of destruction are less than the cost of coal and coal firing. 
Thus, granting that in some localities the calorific value 
of the refuse is one-fifth that of coal, it means that instead 
of firing 1 ton of coal, 5 tons of refuse must be fired. And 
more than this, for every 5 tons of refuse fired, from 1} to 
2 tons must be handled in the form of clinker. The labour 
item must, therefore, be six or seven times as much as for 
coal, assuming the stokers are kept fully employed in each 
Case. 

But in a small electric light station firing only about 1 ton 
of coal a day, the cost per ton is high, and the cost of 1 ton 
of coal plus firemens’ wages, would probably amount to more 
than the total costa of dealing with 5 or 6 tons of refuse. 
The cost of destroying a ton of refuse may be reckoned at 
28., viz., 9d. per ton for firing, and 1s. 3d. for standing 
charges. But in such a station as we are assuming the load 
occurs during only a small portion of the day, whereas the 
refuse would need to be burned during eight to ten hours. 
This necessitates storage, and probably a part of the storage 
charges would have to be debited to the destructor. 

Without following this line of argument into too great 
detail, it will be clear that as the station grows the cost of 
coal firing will gradually fall, until the stokers are con- 
tinuously employed, when the stoking cost, per ton, for either 
coal or refuse, would be equal; so that the comparative cost 
for equal evaporation would be under 9d. for coal, and about 


128. for refuse, thus leaving 118. available towards the cost 
of the coal itself. | 

It is clear, therefore, that in large supply stetions the 
financial value of refuse as a steam raiser is, at the best, 
inconsiderable, although in the early stages of a small station 
it may be sufficient to supply the whole of the steam 
required, and thus help to pay part of the costa of destruc- 


tion. 


The point we again wish to impress is that refuse destruc- 
tion is, primarily, a sanitary question, power production 
being necessarily a secondary consideration. 


Іх years gone by it was not supposed 
that two or more separately-driven alter- 
nators could be coupled up to the same circuit and add their 
joint efforts in supplying power to it. In 1884, however, 
the late Dr. John Hopkinson showed that while two alter- 
nators could not both act as generators if coupled in series, it 
was quite possible for them to deliver power to the same cir- 
cuit if connected in parallel, 

It is now a matter of common experience that any alter- 
nator can be run in parallel with any other alternator. A 
single-phase machine can be synchronised with one phase of 
a polyphase machine, or one phase of a polyphase machine 
with one phase of any other polyphase machine. 

It must not be supposed, however, that the parallel opera- 
tion of alternators is a simple matter, or one that requires no 
more care than similar working of direct-current machines. 

Alternators in parallel must have the same periodicity and 
the same terminal voltage. If these conditions are not 
satisfied local currents will flow in the closed circuits formed 
by the armatures, and not only the whole work of feeding the 
external circuit may fall on one alternator, but it may actually 
be driving the others as synchronous motors. 

If two alternators in parallel have the same frequency but 
different terminal voltages, the local current flowing 
between the two machines will be wattless and leading 
in the one of lower field excitation and lagging in that 
of higher field excitation, with the result that there is a 
tendency to restore equilibrium by strengthening the weaker 
field and weakening the stronger one. This tendency to 
maintain equal terminal voltages is due to armature 
reaction, hence alternators for parallel running should not 
have low armature reaction or they will be too sensitive to 
variations of field excitation. 

Provided, then, that alternators have a sufficiently high 
armature reaction, sudden variations or differences in 
terminal voltage become automatically rectified when 
operating in parallel. | 

Equality of frequency is by far the most necessary condi- 
tion for successful parallel operation. There should, in 
fact, be no tendency to inequality of' frequency, which is 
equivalent to saying that the regulation of the prime 
movers must be the same. If of two prime movers 
driving parallel operating alternators one has closer regula- 
tion than the other, it will take more than its share of an 
increasing load and less than its share of a decreasing load. 
Further, tendency to inequality of frequency causes local 
energy currents to flow from the accelerating machine to 
the retarding machine, and relieves the latter at the expense 
of the former. 

With prime movers of the reciprocating type, such as 
steam engines, the frequency is not constant, but pulsates ; 
and we may go as far as to say that to produce the best 
effects with parallel operation, not only should the average 
periodicity be the same in two alternators 80 working, but 
the speeds of the prime movers should be identical, and the 


Parallel Running 
of Alternators. 
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number of poles of the alternators the same. Unless this is 
the case, the difference in the pulsations of the prime 
movers will have the effect of causing local currents to flow 
in the circuit of the armatures, and the capacity of the 


plant for a given rise of temperatnre will be correspondingly , 


diminished. 

The phenomenon of “bunting,” во frequently experi- 
enced, is entirely due to the magnetising or demagnetising 
effects of local armature currents. Get rid of these, and all 
the difficulties of parallel operation will disappear. 

With direct current machines running in parallel, the 
only precaution to be observed is that the terminal voltages 
are always the ваше; but with alternators the periodicities 
must be the same at each instant, otherwise deleterious local 
currents will appear. A momentary difference in periodicity 
will result ia а local armature current increasing the field 
strength of one machine and diminishing that of the other, 
with the result that a diminution of the capacity of the 
plant takes place accompanied by the phenomenon of 
“ hunting." 

Whenever hunting occurs, the plant is not working to its 
full capacity for the currents in the armatures. 

We have stated, and this should be borne in mind by 
designers of alternators, that a certain amount of armature 
reaction is necessary to successful parallel operation. In 
fact, if it were possible to build alternators in which arma- 
tare reaction was entirely absent, sach machines could not 
be paralleled. It can be shown that the maximum syn- 

chronising power existe if the synchronous reactance of the 
combined plant is equal to the total resistance of the circuit. 


Tue subject of liquid fuel is very much 
to the fore at present. There are reasons 
for this, more or less sound. Of the sound reasons 
convenience, cleanliness, and elasticity come foremost. Of 
the unsound reasons, there is the idea that liquid fuel might 
be universal if people would only realise its advantages. To 
show the fallacy of this, it only remains to point out that 
the present production of liquid fuel is only some 2} per 
cent. of the annual coal production of the world. Liquid 
fuel, however, has its uses. In Texas, it is supplied in certain 
districts to factories through mains similar to water pipes 
in the streets. This is an ideal method of getting fuel into 
a factory. Liquid fuel requires no hard labour in stoking. 
A large battery of boilers can be looked after by one or two 
men who have simply to attend to water gauges and regulate 
the fuel by cocks to suit the steam supply. At sea, the diffi- 
culties of stoking and of trimming are reduced to a mini- 
mum, and fuel can be brcught from distant bunkers; the 
conveying of coal to the firemen is by no means a simple 
problem in a high-powered steamer. 

While one might hesitate to advocate the sole use of 
liquid fuel in an electric station, it may well be employed to 
get over the sudden loads due to fog, or the ordinary peak 
load which lasts so short a time and makes such demands on 
the stokers. A liquid fuel fire, especially when combined 


Liquid Fuel. 


with а coal furnace, is capable of instant maximum effort, 


and the effort can be as quickly stopped. A large proportion 
of the power of a chimney is used up in overcoming the resist- 
ance of the solid fuel on the grate. With all liquid fuel this 
resistance is cat out, and a very low chimney will serve its 
purpose. One of the vexed details of liquid fuel com- 
bustion is the agent for atomising it. It is assumed that 
atomising at present offers the only practicable method for 
heavy oils and thick tars. The two agents are compressed 
air and steam, and in either case they should be used hot. 
Tbere are special reasons for superheating the steam, because, 
if not superheated, there is grave risk of water coming over, 
and a sudden splash of water will often extinguish the fire, so 


that the oil which still continues to be fed in is apt to vaporise 
on the hot brickwork and produce gas, which may in turn 


cause serious explosions iu the flues, and back flaming from 


the furnace door to the danger of the attendants, With hot 


air no such danger can occur, and air has also the advantage 


that it must be used for combustion, whereas steam is not 
а supporter of combustion. At the same time it appears 
probable that there is a certain useful action of steam which 
promotes combustion, and the best agent for atomising has, 
perhaps, yet to be determined. In any case, the highest 
practicable temperature of both steam or air and fuel, all 
helps to better atomise the fuel. Needless to say, it is found 
essential to employ a good deal of firebrick about an oil- 
fired furnace both to ward off the cooling effect of the furnace 
plates from the. burning fuel and to serve as a check on the 
too rapid rush of the burning gases through the flaes. 
Liquid fuel is perhaps the ideal; bnt it must be dealt with in 
а cautious and conservative spirit. It would never do to use 
it universally, for there would not be enough to go round. 
Someone will profit from the use of liquid fuel. "The profit 
should be equitably divided between the seller and the user. 
At present, however, the experience of would-be users of oil 
fuel, is that the seller seeks an unduly large proportion, and 
the commercial advantages are correspondingly diminished. 


THIS is а perennial subject which brings 
in its train an unlimited host of patent 
appliances, most of which ignore the essentials of perfect 
combustion. The cause of smoke is simply the same which 
causes a deposit of soot on a vessel of water when brought 
down upon a gas flame. The gas flame alone is burning 
without smoke; there is perfect combustion of bydro- 
carbons in progress. A water-cooled pam is made to touch 
the flame, and soot is at once produced where till then 
combustion had been perfect. These facts are ample to 
convey an obvious lesson, but the lesson remains unlearned 
by engineers and others who ought to know better. The 
easentials of smokelessness are so well known that there is no 
excuse for nine-tenths or more of the so-called smoke abate- 
ment appliances. The Bunsen flame is smokeless because 
of the very complete admixture of air and combustible; 
it does not even produce smoke when placed in contact with 
cold vessels. But the cruder hydro-carbons of distilling 
coal must have not only good air admixture, but 
also high temperature; they will then burn smokelesely 
with economy. It is hopeless to expect economy without 
high temperature, although an excess of air will reduce or 
prevent smoke ; but this is wasteful and unscientific. The 
water-tube boiler, for many years, earred for itaelf a bad 
reputation as a smoke producer ; this was probably because 
the ordinary setting employed in these boilers was hope- 
lessly bad and unscientific. Even Welsh coal—commonly 
known as smokeless from its behaviour in ordinary shell 
boilers— will produce volumes of smoke in badly-arranged 
water-tube boilers. Smoke is one of the results of 
neglecting the common knowledge of chemistry, which, if 
equally neglected in other directions, would bring failure and 
disaster in its train. The law provides for smoke prevention. 
A society has been formed for the purpose of putting the 
law in motion. At the meetings of this society one hears 
absolutely nothing technical, but much of abuse and a good 
deal about the dirtiness of smoke. Everyone knows smoke 
is dirty, and everyone ought to know that it is unnecessary 
and wasteful—far more unnecessary, by the way, than 
wasteful, yet still wasteful. It is a great pity that black 
smoke is not very wasteful indeed, for if it were, the known 
methods of preventing it would be adopted. Being во 
little wasteful, engineers and steam users allow themselves to 
be bamboozled by all manner of devices which they 
should know cannot effect their purpose. With liquid 
fuel, combustion is made perfect by suitable furnace con- 
struction. Without such means, liquid fuel would produce 
a lot of emoke of a very disagreeable nature. Coal smoke 
is much lees offensive, or it also would be prevented. 

D 


Smoke Abatement. 
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THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 
(Continued from page 328.) 


THE SIMPLEX TYPE. 


_If the largest number of gas engines have been made by 
Messrs. Crossley. Bros., and the highest average power units 
up to the present by Messrs. Gebr. Kórting, the credit for 
cylinders of a diameter of 51 in. is due to the Société 
Cockerill, of Seraing, whose English licensees are Messrs, 
Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd., Middlesbrongh. On 
the strength of results obtained with a 200-H.P. engine, 
the Cockerill Co. launched ont in the direction of the 
increase of cylinder diameter, for engines to use blast 
furnace gas, and are now building engines of much higher 
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power; two such cylinders, arranged tandem, develop 
2,500 H.P. A plan of one of their engines is shown in 
fig. 1. 

The Simplex engine was originally designed by М. 
Delamare Deboutteville, to whom great credit is due for the 
courageous manner in which he attacked the problem of 
increasing the cylinders of gas engines, and their application 
to blast furnace gas. In the hands of the Société Anonyme 
Cockerill the power of single cylinders has been increased 
up to 1,250 H.P. 

The chief characteristic of the “ Simplex” engines is 
their strong construction ; they work on the Otto cycle, 
having ample water-cooling arrangements for the jacket, 
piston, &c., as well as for the main bearings. With 
the object of facilitating the expulsion of any dust 


that may accompany the gas, the main valves are situated at 
the lowest point. When designed for direct-driving dynamos 


the number of revolutions is kept as high as possible, a 


speed of 150 revolutions per minute being adopted iu engines 
of 600 H.. To allow of this high speed, and at the same 


time keep the weight of. the fly-wheel as low as possible, the 
latter is specially constructed to run at a high rim speed, being 
of the built-up type in preference to the usual cast-iron type. 
The side-shaft is driven by bevel gearing in place of the 
more usual skew, or worm, method. Every part of these 
engines is well worked out, and where the cyclic irregularity 
has to be kept low the number of the cylinders is increased 
во as to increase the number of impulses. The large number 
of engines built and in hand by the Cockerill Co. is evidence 
that this type is considerably appreciate’ for dynamo work. 
Messrs. Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd., are prepared 
to undertake the manufacture of engines up to sizes of 
5,000 H.P. to work with blast-furnace gas, Mond, ог. 
ordinary producer gas, patent coke-oven or town gas, for 
dynamos or other purposes, that firm having purchased 
from the Société Anonyme John Cockerill the sole right of 
making and selling their patent Simplex" gas engines in 


England and Wales, and English purchasers have all the 


benefit of the Cockerill Oo.“ s great experience under the 


arrangement. The makers of this type of engine prefer the 


electric system of ignition. 


7 


For starting purposes a specially designed benzine 
carburetter is supplied, and each engine is equipped with 
barring gear to act on the fly-wheel, worked by au electric 
motor when desired. 

The Cockerill Co. are building a double-acting engine 
of 1,800 H.P., as well as one of 1, 200 H. P., so that it is 
evident that they are advancing with the requirements of 
power users, | | SEE 
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A “Simplex” engine has been ruvning continuously 
on blast furnace gas since 1898, driving dynamos with 
resulte which are said to be most satisfactory. 

We are indebted to Stahl und Eisen, 1902, No. 21, for 
figs. Nos, 2, 3 and 4. Fig. 2 very clearly shows the method 
of geverning the mixture of gas and air in proportion to the 
load. Fig. 3, being a sectional view through the exhaust 
valve, shows the strong oonstruction of the combustion 
chamber as well as the disposition of the exhaust port to 
facilitate the removal of dust, with the method adopted for 
lifting the exhaust valve. 


either take the form of the stator, i.e. it might be provided 
with polar extensions, or the usual form of armatures of 
triphase motors, provided with slote. In the latter case, the 
width of the core of the propeller must evidently be equal 
to that of the polar extensions of the stator. In the experi- 
mente that we are describing, the first form was adopted. 
The propeller had, like the stators, polar extensions. 

As regards the winding of the propeller, it is based on 
the principle of the **squirrel-cage" winding of ordinary 
polyphase motors. The special feature of the starting 
rheostat is, that it can modify simultaneously the individual 


Fra. 4. 


Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the 2,500-H.P. gas engine. 
Tt will be noticed that though still adhering to the Otto cycle, 
the two cylinders are made double acting, a crosshead guide 
being slopted in place of a trunk piston. 

This arrangement of tandem cylinders, double-acting, per- 
mits of two impulses per revolution, and with a suitable 
fly- wheel permits of a cyclic regularity suitable for the direct 
driving of alternators in parallel. 


(To be continued.) 


TANGENTIAL TRACTION. 


Bv E. GUARINI. 


(Concluded from page 291.) 


Ox concluding this interesting description, M. Dulait 
conducted the visitors to the trial station for this mode 
of traction. This station has for several years been the 
scene of all the transformations and evolutions of this 
orivinal idea. 

Among the vi- itors were many eminent and skilled elec- 
tricians and railway engineers, besides representatives of all 
tbe principal journals in the capital. 

The principal dimensions of the blocks of stators are as 
follows: — Total length, 2:770 metres; breadth of the polar 
expansions, 50 m.; section of соге, 25 x 16. 

Their winding is of the ring type and the number of 
bobbins 24. or three for each phase; the diameter of the 
wire of the bobbins is 27 mm. The pressure chosen is from 
1.300 to 2,000 volts. The stators when completely finished 
were exposed for four months to the rain and the sun. 
Then on be ng subjected to a pressure of 6,000 volts, they 
withstood it without showing any signs of damage. The 
stators were placed on solid foundations of concrete. They 
are fixed to theee foundations by 10 bolts, with the aid of 
bronze supports. These supports rest on wooden cross- 
pieces embedded in the foundation. On the same cross- 
pieces are laid the rails of the little track. Thus the rails 
are connected with the foundation and tbe stator. 

The propeller is 19°50 metres long. The distance 
between the centres of the stators being 18 metres, the pro- 
peller can thus cover one stator completely and half of the 
next. This length of 19°50 metres corresponds within a 
little to the length of a two-bogie car. It is divided into 
12 compartments, each 1°50 m. long, supported by 13 pairs 
of wbeels, and connected together by mechanical, electrical 
and magnetic jointe, flexible in every direction, so as to 
accommodate themselves to any curve or irregularity in the 


As to the electrical construction of the propeller, it might 


resistance of each bar of the squirrel-cage. For this 
purpose the bars of this cage, which are connected 
at one of their extremities by а cross- piece of copper, 
are extended at the other by bars of nickel-steel. A 
second cross-piece, fitted with runners ensuring coutact with 
each of the resistance bars, moves parallel to itself and in 
the longitudinal direction of the bars, thus modifying 
equally the resistance of each. The extreme position of the 
movable cross-piece corresponds to the short circuiting of 
the winding. We may remark that in the experi- 
ments the propellers were independent of the two cars, 
and were attached to them. Fixed to supports mounted 
on the axles the propeller travels along a special little track 
within the main rails. This was made with the object of 
maintaining a constant length for the air-gap, and above all, 
avoiding any diminution in this length, in case of any 
inequality in the main track, In short, the quadrilateral 
formed by the axle, the wheels and the plane lines of the 
track for any possible inclination of the car, remains un- 
alterable, so that the value of the air-gap remains constant. 
Moreover, the mechanical construction does not allow the 
air-gap to be reduced beyond a certain minimum size, say 
10 mm. This may, however, be increased in the case 
of inequalities in the track. This precaution, however, 
is, in M. Dulait’s opinion, superfluous, as the principal rails 
laid on the foundations of the stators to a great extent 
ensure the constancy of the air-gap. The propeller is pro- 
vided with an arrangement enabling the air-gap to be kept 
within the required limits and providing for the wear and 
tear of the wheels and raile. 

In the construction of the interrupters, the inventors 
have endeavoured chiefly to make them strong so that they 
shall require very little attention, and sball be able to 
Stand the frequent breaks at high voltages without the 
contacta becoming deteriorated. | 

In order to fulfil the conditions for preserving the 
contacta, the two-contact system has been adopted, the 
first being constituted of cones of zinc or carbon, for the 
break properly so-called, the second, consisting of copper 
jaws, being used for the passage of the current. Moreover, 
the first contacts are provided with an arrangement for 
producing a blast of compressed air at the time of the 
break only, whereas, when the contacts are at rest, the 
admission of the air is stopped by an automatic valve. 
The compressed air is supplied by a Westinghouse pump 
placed in the workshops and conveyed by a l-in. gaspipe 
laid slong the track. 

There are at present two models of interrupters. As the 
first, designed at the commencement of the trials, seemed too 
large, the dimensions of the second were reduced. Both 
models work very well, continuously cutting off the triphase 
current of 50 amperes at 1,400 volte. | 

The trial line, on which we made two journeys, consiste of 
four rails, two of 80 kg. per meter for the car, and two of 15 kg. 
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for the propeller. It consists of a track 800 metres long, 
about 400 metres being fitted up electrically. The part not 
fitted up serves for the stoppage of the train when the 
electric brake is not applied. The part fitted up, which is 
level throughout with the exception of a gradient of 4 per 
cent. in a length of 50 metres, comprises 20 blocks of stators 
placed at a distance apart of 18 metres from centre to centre. 
Fifteen of these stators are wound so as to produce two 

les, and five others placed at the beginning of the line 
bave a four-pole winding, and are used for the starting, 
giving an effort nearly double those with two poles, with 
the same consumption of energy. An overhead line along 
the track serves to feed the stators, which are all in shunt, 
so that each stator constitutes a section, and possesses an 
automatic interrupter. This arrangement has been adopted 
for the express purpose of having a larger number of inter- 
ruptersin use. It has often been objected that the greater 
the number of interrupters the more chances there will be of 
irregular service. The inventors wished, during the trials 
to which we were invited, to put themselves under the most 
unfavourable conditions from this point of view. In 
practice, of course, the length of section and the number of 
stators in series would be determined in each particular case 
according to the conditions to be fulfilled. 

In the course of their experiments the inventors were able 
to show that the objection brought forward against the 
interrupters was by no means justified; and that, on the 
contrary, from the point of view of safety and regularity of 
service, it is better to have the sections as short as possible. 
In fact, if the sections are short and the interrupters near 
together, even if one fails to act, the progress of the car 
will not be affected in the least; the car will be carried 
on to the next by its momentum, without any appreciable 
slackening of speed, whereas, with long sections, it may 
happen that the slackening of speed will be sufficiently 
great to prevent the regular working of the system. For 
the control of the interrupters, small triphase motors of 
1 Н.Р. were used, of the usual construction and at low 
pressure. But in practice, of course, only sectors will be 
used, and these will consequently be much less costly. 
These sectors, although wound for low pressure, will be 
connected together in series, во as to be fed by the high 
voltage current. 

The motors used in these experiments are more powerful 
than is really necessary, as they were purchased ready made 
instead of being made to order. "They are fed by a separate 
low voltage line; the current is furnished by a special little 
generator. The fitting up of the stators is completed by 
triphase leaden fuses placed on the posts and by two lengths 
of armoured cable with three conducting wires. One 
Jength of cable connects the stator with the fuses and the 
other with the interrupter. 

The installation also includes the arrangement for 
changing the speed of the car, which is effected by tbe 
manipulation of a controller placed on the car. The whole 
train, weighing about 22 tons, consists of the propeller, pro- 
perly so-called, which is supported by a special track rolling 
on the inner track, and two ordinary tramway cars travelling 
on the main track. These cars are completely independent 
of the propeller, but there is nothing to prevent the pro- 
peller being added to the car in the practical working of the 
system. The manipulation of the starting rheostat is effected 
in the following manner:— At the time of starting the 
mechanism is worked by hand until the resistance most 
favourable for starting is found; once started, there is an 
arrangement which enables an axle in motion to act upon 
the mechanism which was before worked by hand. In 
this way the short circuiting of the bar can be quickly 
effected. If it is necessary to release the bar the motion is 
reversed. 

We noticed that no shock was felt when passing over the 
stator. 

The brake action and the changing of speed were most 
interesting. We stopped withont any jerk being felt; the 
direction was changed almost wifhout stopping—at least, that 
was the impression of those with us in the саг! 

We saw one of the interrupting motors working for an 
hour. Its action is very regular. The interrupting appa- 
ratus is simple and strong, and therefore safe. 

M. Dulait had still more to show us. He ordered stones 
and earth to,be thrown on to a stator. A compressed air 


appliance sent them all off as soon as the car arrived at the 
stator. We should have liked to see the experiment 
repeated with pieces of magnetic metal, iron, for instance, 
for we do not think that compressed air would answer їп 
this case, as they would be attracted and held in place by 
the attraction of the stator, This contingency might, how- 
ever, be provided against by placing a mechanical arrange- 
ment of the snow-plough type in front of the propeller. 

M. Rosenfeld then gave an illustration of tangential 
traction on а small scale, Placing a cylinder of copper on a 
stator, he rolled it backwards and forwards just as the cars 
had travelled previously. 

It was the general opinion with the reservation of certain 
objections as to pointe of detail, that, jadging by the ex- 
periments that had been witnessed, tangential traction s:ems 
to be a practicable system as regards electric traction for 
railways; at present, at any rate, it is not proposed to 
apply this mode of traction to tramways. 

The following are the principal advantages of this 
system, which enables us to attain any speed required, 
since the speed is only limited by the solidity of the rolling 
stock. The motor is replaced by a bundle of sheet-iron and 
a few fixed wires; there is no transformation of rotary 
motion into forward motion; no complicated arrangement 
of gearing ; no reaction of the wheel on the rail in a 
direction opposite to that of the car; no skidding; little 
dead weight; the power produced serves directly for the 
propulsion of the system, the efficiency being considerable. 
Besides these advantages, there is one on which M. Dulait 
lays special stress; it is that whatever may be the pressure 
of the current—50,000 volte if neoessary—this current is 
sent directly into the stators without the intervention of 
transforming sub- stations. Such a statement must, of course, 
be received with reserve. In this connection the representa- 
tive of Messrs. Siemens & Halske reminded us that in the 
Zossen experiment a current of 12,000 volts was sent 
directly to the car. This is true, but could it have been 
done with 30,000, 40,000 or 50,000 volta? And even if it 
could, would not special and very irksome precautions be 
necessary? Whereas, according to M. Dulait, he has only 
half a volt on his car. 

Lastly, M. Dulait drew the attention of his visitors to 
the experimental fact that with his system the influence on 
the telegraph and telephone circuits would be nil. 

The writer of this article remarked that at Valtellina 
the fact of the third phase being connected with the rail had 
given rise to certain disturbances which had rendered it 
necessary to double the telegraph circuits. Several of the 
Visitors were interested to hear that he had found a means 
of transporting industrial currents by using the earth as a 
return conductor without interfering with telegraph and 
telephone circuits having earth connections in the neigh- 
bourhood; and that at Valtellina it had been found out, 
although too late, that the disturbances could be suppressed 
by connecting the telegraph instruments to earth plates 
buried at a depth of 20, 30 or more metres, The explana- 
tion of this phenomenon is very simple. Alternating cur- 
rents only affect the surface of a conductor more or less, i e., 
the earth in the present case. Thus, by sinking the earth 
plates to a safficient depth, these inconvenient disturbances 
can be avoided. 

Tangential traction has yet another special advantage. 
Whatever may be the tension used, the danger is nil, as the 
conductors and the stators are buried in theearth. Oneof the 
inventors told me that the experiments in tangential traction 
have, up to the present, cost about 1,000,000 fr., and I was 
informed by one of the most important shareholders that the 
promoters of tangential traction haveapplied forthe concession 
of the Manchester—Liverpool express railway to be worked 
jointly with the Behr mono-rail ! 

A line of 50 km., constructed for a speed of 150 km. per 
hour—a speed, we may remark, en passant, realised by 
motorists in the Paris—Madrid race, but at the cost of their 
lives !—would cost 19,500,000 fr., and would have a total 
efficiency of 68 per cent. 

I think I have clearly shown that tangential traction, 
which bas been honoured by a learned society with the 
award of the much-contected Ferraris prize, solves the 
great problem of the age— how to travel quickly, safely 
and economically.” 

I think, moreover, that it will be impossible to find an 
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engineer who can conscientiously affirm, or, at any rate, satis- 
factorily prove, that this beautiful application of the dis- 
covery of the revolving field that really constitutes tangential 
traction which, in fact, is nothing more than a Ferraris motor 
with the radius of the earth for its radius—does not leave far 
behind all the existing systems of electrical traction, whether 
with one, two or tree rails, whether worked by single, 
diphase, or triphase currents, by means of conduite, trolley 
blocks, in fact, any other system whatever. 


[While we admire the invention described above, we are 
obliged to dissociate ourselves from the very optimistic views 
of our esteemed contributor, as we by no means share in his 
opinion of the commercial and technical practicability of 
the scheme.—Eps, ELkO. Rev. | 


HULL MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE SCHEME. 


Tue Local Government Board inquiry into the application of the 
Hull City Corporation for sanction to borrow £47,350 for the pur- 
pose of establishing a municipal telephone system was commenced 
at the Town Hall on 26th ult. before Colonel W. В. Slacke, R.E., 
the Inspector appointed for the purpose. The inquiry occasioned a 
great deal of interest, and the Council Chamber, in which the pro- 
ceedings took place, was crowded. The following report is abstracted 
from the very complete account of the proceedings given in the 
Eastern Morning News. 

The Town Clerk (Mr. Е. Laverack) conducted the application. 
There also appeared in support Dr. H. Woodhouse, for a Hull rate- 
payers’ committee, and Mr. Dixon, for the Hull and District 
Chamber of Trades. 

Mr. E. Robb, solicitor, London and Tunbridge Wells, opposed on 
behalf of a large number of corporations, firms, and individuals, 
including the Hull Property Owners’ Association, Reckitt & Sons, 
the Eastern Morning and Hull News Co., Thomas Wilson & Sons, 
Ltd., the North-Eastern Railway Co., and many others. 

Dr. T. C. Jackson, in reply to the Inspector, said that he opposed 
on his own behalf as a ratepayer., Mr. J. Watson, a ratepayer, and 
Mr. C. Fisher, for the Burstwick Parish Council, also opposed. 

The Town Clerk said that telephones first came within the scope 
of municipal action by the passing of the Telephones Act of 1899. 
That Act authorised municipalities on obtaining a licence from the 
Postmaster-General to provide municipal telephonic systems within 
their areas, and to borrow funds necessary for that purpose. The 
Act was passed to carry out certain recommendations of the Select 
Committee which was appointed to inquire and report as to whether 
telephonic service was, or was not, calculated to become of such 
general benefit as to justify its being undertaken by municipal and 
other local authorities. The declared policy of Parliament in passing 
the Act was to enable municipal authorities, in the interests of the 
public, to take up the business in order to render the telephonic service 
more general and more efficient. At that time there were—and still 
were—two systems in Hull: the Post Office system and the National 
Telephone system. Although the Post Office were the first in the 
field at Hull, and were not followed by the Telephone Co. for some 
two or three years afterwards, their system gradually shrunk and 
dwindled until at the time to which he was alluding, it consisted, 
he believed, of under 30 snbecribers, and these generally kept to 
that system because their calls were mainly on the tr ink lines. The 
Act was passed on August 9th, 1899, and at once pressure was put 
upon the Hull Corporation to take advantage of it and provide є 
municipal telephonic system. The town clerk then detailed the 
proceedings of the Corporation which led up to the application for a 
license. They consulted Mr. Bennett, who in 1901 furnished a 
report upon two systems, one of 2,000 lines and the other of 3,000 
lines. He suggested there should be three charges— one of 
£5 17s. 6d. a year foran unlimited rate, one of £3 10s. toll rate with 
ad. per call for every originated call, and one of £2 10s. toll rate 
with 1d. per call originated. He estimsted upon that they would 
have an average revenue of £5 5s. per subscriber, and upon that he 
5 a profit of £314 on a 2,000 - line system. The estimated 
capital outlay for 2,000 subscribers, with 600 spares," was £42,060, 
and for 3,000 lines, with 1,000 “spares,” Mr. Bennett gave it as 
£63,800. Whilst they had every confidence in Mr. Bennett’s 
figares, they preferred to be on the safe side, and therefore they 
fixed their flat rate, or unlimited system, at £6 6s. and determined 
upon one toll rate of £3, with 1d. per originated call, at which 
figures they were satisfied that the system would not be any burden 
on the rates. As a result of a circular they sent out, they obtained 
1,107 promises to become subscribers, and it was somewhat material 
to observe that 871 of that number were for the unlimited rate, and 
296 for the toll rate. The Corporation next considered the period 
for which they should take the license, and they determined upon 
1911, the year in which the license of the National Telephone Оо. 
would p жы, Under the Act of 1899, if the on obtained 
a license for a longer period than 1911, the National Telephone Oo., 


upon agreeing to come under certain conditions, were entitled to 
have their license extended for the same period. They were 
desirous, above all things, that the license of the National 
Telephone Co. should not: be extended beyond 1911, and they 
were quite prepared to run the risk of their own license being 
extended or not, especially as the Post Office bad undertaken to 
purchase their system in 1911 if they took over the service. 

Mr. Robb: Pardon me. 

The Town Clerk: That is so. Before they did apply for the 
license they took the opinion of the Government 
whether, if they took it to 1911, they would have to repay the 
money in that period, as it would involve a heavy sinking fund, 
and they replied that they had decided to allow a period of 
25 years, whether the license was taken to the year 1911 or later. 
The license was granted in 1902, and in order to be perfectly safe, 
they submitted their specifications to the Postmaster-General direct, 
and received his approval of them ; therefore they might reasonably 
expect that, even if the Post Office were to take over the system 
in 1911, with the sinking fund which would be provided, and the 
amount which they ould receive for their plant, mE up and 
maintained, as it wou : зе, in a suitable condition, would recoup 
them for the capital outlay. Their specifications were ready for 
issue when what he might call the Tunbridge Wells fiasco occurred. 
Some people took alarm. The Corporation went over to Tunbridge 
Wells, and the result of their interviews with both sides was that 
Tunbridge Wells was sbout the last place where a remunerative 
telephone service could be established. The conditions there were 
different totally from those in Hull, and, with the exception of one 
gentleman, who made a minority report, the conclusibn was come 
to that Tonbridge Wells was no guide whatever. Up to that point 
there was really no opposition to the scheme of the 0 
In fact, they seemed to have the approval of the great bulk, at any 
rate, of the community. After the Tunbridge Wells episode there 
was some organised opposition, the result of which was seen in the 
opposition at that inquiry. The Town Clerk then explained the 
agreement with the National Telephone Co. with regard to inter- 
communication. 

Mr. Robb asked if the agreement had actually been come to. 

The Town Clerk: It has not yet been sealed. 

Mr. Robb asked if the cost of the junction of the two systems was 
provided in the estimates. 

The Town Olerk said he did not think so; it was only a very 
small matter. Continuing, Mr. Laverack said he would not have 
been at all surprised, in view of the arrangement that had been 
come to with the Telephone Oo., if his friends on the op te 
side had said they were quite satisfied, and that there would be 
no opposition, considering the great point that had been made 
of the “want of inter-communication.” He trusted that the 
inspector would see his way to report favourably on the scheme. 
The Government had enoouraged the Corporation to take the 
matter up, and, in response to that call, they had provided what 
they believed would bea cheap and serviceable telephone service. 

The Inspector: If you don't get your application, what will be 
the position of matters in the town ? 

The Town Clerk: It will remain in the hands of the Telephone 
Co. 

Mr. Robb: Haven't special terms been offered ? 
The Inspector: Is that the alternative agreement? I haven't 
read it. 

The Town Clerk said that if the Corporation were unsuccessful in 
obtaining the sanction of the loan, the company would not then 
offer them the alternative agreement; there was no reason why 
they should. 

The Inspector: Has the question of purchase been considered ? 
If there were only one system, and that the Corporation's, that 
would naturally be advantageous to the subscribers. 

The Town Clerk: But then there would be no competition, the 
very thing which in the declared opinion of the Government is an 
objection. 

heplying to a suggestion by the Inspector with respect to expert 
opinion on behalf of the National Telephone Oo., 

The Town Clerk said that the National Telephone Co. were not 
represented at the inquiry. 

Mr. Robb said that the opposition, for whom he appeared, held 
no brief at all for the National Telephone Co. They were merely 
opposing the scheme because they were convinced it was an un- 
sound one, financially and practically. The Inspector had made a 
very valuable suggestion, and he made this offer to the Corporation. 
They had had no expert advice other than that of Mr. Bennett, the 
gentleman who was responsible for what had been desciibed as tho 
Tunbridge Wells fiasco, and if the Town Clerk would submit Mr. 


. Bennett’s estimates to the present Chief Engineer to the Post 


Office, or to Bir William Preece, the late Chief Engineer to the Post 
Office, and either of those gentlemen said that the estimates were 
such that the scheme oould be carried out without any loss to the 
ratepayers, he had no doubt the matter might be arranged. 

The Inspector: That is not the point at all. 

Mr. Robb: But you suggested technical advice. 

The Inspector said tbat he understood the National Telephone 
Co. was represented, and his suggestion was made in that belief. 

The Town Clerk having completed his opening, called Mr. A. R. 
Bennett, who said that he was a member of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers. He was the author of “The Telephone Systems 
of Continental Europe," and in 1877 he erected the first telephone 
line constructed in Great Britain, and also the first installation of 
the electric glow lamp, and the first electrio tramway on the over- 
head trolley system. He was the author of a good many improve- 
ments in telephonic apparatus, and was the general manager and 
chief engineer to the Glasgow Corporation telephone department, 
and telephone to Portsmouth, Swansea, Brighton and 
Guernsey. he was general manager and chief engineer 
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in Scotland and the north-west of England to the National Tele- 
phone Co. He had advised the Hull Corporation throughout, and 
he adhered substantially to the report he furnished in 1900. 

Mr. Bennett gave detailed particulars of his estimate which pro- 
vided for 2,070 lines, of which 1,920 would be in Hull itself. They 
proposed to lay eight junctions to the branch exchanges, and 
24 to the Post Office, keeping 18 junctions in reserve. The mileage 
of the cable contracted for was 20 miles 239 yards and 1,260 yards 
of branches. There would be 27 large manholes, and 218 joint 
boxes or distributing points. In the centre part of the city the 
subscribers lay so thickly that in a great many cases it would be 
possible to dispense with overhead wires altogether, and to take the 
cables into the subscribers’ offices just as gas or water. Hull was 
also very lucky in this respect, that they could manage with two 
main routes for the outeide area, one to the north and the other to 
the west. The system would be laid ont so that communications 
would be private, and could not be overheard, and there would be 
an entire absence of buzzing and whistling sounds which were fre- 
quently present in inferior telephone systems. The operators would 
not be able to hear the conversations for the purpose. He was 
quite satisfied that he had made sufficient provision for construc- 
tion, and supported his statement by giving his actual experience in 
other towns. In Hull, the cost of construction—a from the 
cost of alterations—averaged almost exactly £20 ne; that was 
according to tenders. In his first estimate to the Gouncil he allowed 
for £20 68. 4d. In Portsmouth, where the municipal exchange had 
been working some five or six months, he estimated to that Corpora- 
tion that the average cost would be £21 8s. 9d., but the work had 
been completed for £20 10s. 4d. At Guernsey, where there was a 
large exchange at work, the actual cost of the telephonic work һай 
averaged £17 118. 4d. per line. His Hull estimate of £20 included 
both the lines and spare lines. As to the working expenses, he 
adhered to what he had said in his report. He had been very 
liberal in estimating the working expenses for Hull, which, iuclud- 
ing depreciation, he had averaged at £5 5s. per line. The average 
working cost in Glasgow per annum kad been £3 13s. per line, in 
Guernsey £3 2s., and in Portsmouth it would be about £3 9s. 114d. ; 
so that they would see that in putting the average for Hull at 
£5 58. he had provided very liberally indeed. | 

The witness was cross-examined as to the extension lines, the cost 
of which is £10, and the estimated namber of which was put by 
Mr. Robb at 160. Where, he was aaked, had he provided £1,600 for 
those extension lines ? He replied that if extension orders were 
received, they would use up some of the instrumenta they had pro- 
vided for, and if additional direct lines were ordered, they would 
have to buy more instruments, and that would mean more revenue 
than they provided for. 

Mr. Robb: That means you would have to rob your principal 
exchange líne. 

The witness was examined at length on several details of the 
Tunbridge Wells scheme, and was then questioned closely as to 
whether he had ever worked within his own estimates, and parti- 
cularly in regard to his work at Tunbridge Wells. 

Mr. Robb: Did you recommend a Joseph Chamberlain— 
(langhter)—a butler, to take the on of municipal scheme 
at Tunbridge Wells ?—(renewed laughter). 

Witness explained, amidst much amusement, that Joseph Oham- 
berlain was a steward in the employment of some magnate in the 
neighbourhood of Tunbridge, and his special qualification was his 
intimate knowledge of everybody and everything connected with 
Tunbridge Wells—(laughter) His primary duty was to obtain in 
the first instance, subecribers and then wayleaves, until tbey got 
into as satisfactory a position as the Telephone Co. He was 
appointed assistant manager. -He did not think it would have been 
& bad plan to make Mr. Chamberlain manager, if they had confined 
him to the business part of the undertaking. Of course, they must 
have in the chief electrician a technical man. 

Mr. Robb: Have you a Joseph Chamberlain in view in Hull as a 
possible manager ?— (laughter). 

Further cross-examination took place on the details of the 
system proposed to be installed, Mr. Robb suggesting that it was 
already obeolete. 

Mr. Bennett was then re-examined by the town clerk. 

It was suggested to you yesterday by Mr. Robb that the estimate 
you bave given as to the cost per line for construction is much too 
low, and that you had not carried it out in Glasgow ?—That is not 
correct. 

The witness explained that the extra cost at Glasgow was caused 
by the extra plant being laid for future use. 

The Town Clerk: The question of depreciation is a very great 
question. "There is considerable diversity of opinion as to whether 
anything at all should be put aside for depreciation in view of the 
sinking fund. 

Mr. Bennett: Prominent authorities hold that a depreciation 
fund is only necessary where the sinking fund is not calcalated to 
pay off the loan within the stated time. 

Sir James Reckitt gave evidence against the scheme. 

Mr. Robb asked Sir James what were the principal points of his 
opposition to the municipal telephone system. Witness replied 
that, as a man who had been in business 45 years, he oonsidered the 
proposal of the Corporation was very bad business. It would be 
almost impossible to recoup the £50,000, or thereabouts, in the few 
years which were allotted for the purpose, and he had no hope that 
the Post Office were at all likely, at the end of the eight years, to 
give the Corporation back anything like the amount which the 
latter proposed to spend. His experience of the Post Office was 
that they were just and fair, but not generous. 

I believe that the £50,000 will be largely sunk and lost by the 
year 1911, and the Post Office are not likely to refund anything like 
the amount. If the Corporation spend this money, it will be in the 
face of the knowledge that there is a possibility that they will not 
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get it back, and the Post Office authorities well know that the Cor- 
poration has been warned that the probability is that they will not 
get the money back. 

Major-General Webber, electrical engineer, and one of the 
founders and past presidents of the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers, was the next witness called. He had long been connected 
with telephonic work and developments, and for nine years he was 
engineer for the South of England Postal Telegraph Department. 
He had given evidence at similar inquiries. He had devoted special 
attention to telepbonic work as regards local authorities. 

Questioned by the town clerk, witness said that the telephonic 
system had not spread in this country as it might have done, and 
as it had done in other countries. The commercial policy of tele- 
phone companies had been to place the telephones at the disposal 
of those who could pay the highest rates. He was of opinion that 
competition with the National Telepbone Co. could be undertaken 
by the Hull Corporation with success, and that there would be no 
burden cast upon the ratepayers. 

Questioned as to Mr. Bennett's estimates, witness said tbat he 
Approved of them, with one exception. Mr. Bennett, he thought, 

made, with one exception, due allowance for all work to be 
done. Especially were the specifications for the underground work 
drawn on lines that were likely to ensure the most satisfactory 
results. Mr. Bennett's estimate also made ample provision for all 
contingencies. 

The Town Clerk: Are you of opinion that the total amount for 
which we are applying will not be exceeded ?—That is my opinion, 
MO the designs and specifications already made are ad- 

ered to. 

In reply to other questions, Major-General Webber said he re- 
garded the scheme as a good and judicious one, well laid out, and 
laid out so as to be capable of very large extension. If, in 1911, 
the Post Office decided to purchase the system, they would have to 
carry it on from the very hour they took it over. 

Mr. Robb here spent much time in cross-examining witness with 
regard to the ring-through system, and asked if that system were 
in operation at Paris. 

The reply was to the effect tbat they did wonderful things on the 
telephone at Paris. They even called up subecribers by their 
Christian names. 

Asked if Ite would not give the subscriber as little as possible to 
do, witness replied, “ Certainly not. That is the whole fallacy of 
the telephone question.” 

The Inspector: I have to consider the probability of a war of 
rates arising. The company might possibly proceed to cut the rates 
so as to bring down the Corporation. Of course that is highly im- 
probable, but it is possible, and we must look iato the future in 
that respect. Do you think that the agreement should be so framed 
so as to prevent a war of rates ? 

The reply was to the effect that it would be wiee not to seal an 
agreement without provision being made that there should be no 
war of rates. 

К е Arthur Wilson, J.P., gave evidence in opposition to the 
scheme. 

Witness said that he was & Deputy-Lieutenant of the County, 
and one of the largest owners in the firm of Tbomas Wilson, dons, 
and Oo., who were very large shipowners, and directly and in- 
directly one of the largest employers of labour in Hull He 
objected to the scheme of the Corporation, and his principal reasons 
were that he thought there was no doubt at all that it would not 
be a paying scheme. They say,” continued witness, ‘that there 
will inter-communication. Well, what does that mean? 16 
means delay, and when you use a telephone you want it to be as 
rapid as you can.” More important than that, however, was the 
cost. As a business man, he believed no one would feel inclined 
to go into this concern if it were a company. 

If this were a private company would it attract private capital ? 
— Most certainly not. Nobody would ever subscribe 1s. to it. I 
think it is the height of folly to go on with the scheme. 

By the Town Olerk: When his firm signed a request for a muni- 
cipal service in 1899, they were dissatisfied with what the National 
Telephone Co. were doing for them. But now it was an absolutely 
perfect service. 

But you know you induced us to take this matter up? There is 
plenty of time to stop it. 

Oouncillor Brown, chairman of the Telephone Committee, was 
then called asa witness for the Corporation, and gave particulars 
of the proceedings of the Committee. 

Mr. James Farrell, chairman of the Hull Ratepayers’ Telephone 
Committee, was afterwards called. He said, in reply to Dr. Wood- 
house, that he represented the traders and ratepayers inthe city, 
most of whom were substantial ratepayers. The Committee had 
every confidence in the scheme, and thought it would be efficient. 
Before the Corporation scheme was brought forward, the present 
system in Hull was most ansatisfactory, and it was only then that 
the Telephone Co. had shown any disposition to meet the require- 
ments of their subscribers. 

Mr. 8. Т. Nicholson, the secretary of the Hull and District 
Chamber of Trades, called by Mr. Dixon, said that that body had 
1,200 affiliated members and subscribers, who were drawn chiefly 
from the retail traders, and he estimated their total rateable assess- 
ment at £100,000. The Chamber took up the matter of a municipal 
telephone in November, 1898, because of the prohibitive charge of 
the National Telephone Co. They made a canvass of tbe com- 
mercíal people of the city, and received about 1,000 signatures to 
the petition, which was afterwards presented to the Council A 
deputation also waited upon the late Mr. Hanbury, whose reply was 
most favourable. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Robb, the witness said that his firm was 
afterwards employed by the Telepuone Committee to canvass for 
Subscribers but he declined to say what proportion of the 2a, 
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per subscriber obtained, they paid to the gub-canvassers employed. 
When his firm was first asked to undertake the work, they 
declined to do so, but a ү request was made to them by 
the chairman of the Telephone Committee, and he consented. He 
“= ке shipowners “н personally. | 

n the conclusion of the evidence in support of the applicati 
Mr. Robb called ee t | poc: 

Colonel H F. Pudsey, J.P, who said that he was the chairman 
of the Hull Property Owners’ Protection Association, the member- 
sbip of which was 305. At a meeting held on April 27th a 
resolution was expressing the Association's abeolute 
opposition to the establishment of a municipal telephone 
exc They opposed the scheme because they thought it 
would result in a charge being made upon the rates. The esti- 
mated profit was only £315, and that amount was about to be 
given away to the National Telepbone Oo. by the reduction of 
the wayleaves. His Association and himself felt it would be a 
great mistake to expend £44,000 upon the strength of a license 
which they might have to relinquish in 1911, and they strongly 
objected to charging the rates for 25 years for such & scheme. He 
thought that the undertaking would start severely handicapped by the 
opposition of such firms as Messrs. Thomas Wilson, Sons & Co. and 
Messrs. Reckitt & Sons. His Association represented a rateable 
value of £30,000. 

The Town Clerk cross-examined the witness to show that he 
had overstated the rateable value represented by a deputation 
referred to. 

Croes-examined by Mr. Dixon, Colonel Pudsey said that his own 
property in Hull amounted to over £9,000. 


(To be continued.) 


BOARD OF TRADE AND ELEOTRIO CAR 
CONSTRUCTION. 


THe Council of the Tramways and Light Railways Association 
recently invited remarks from its members on the following 
recommendations, it, being proposed to address the Board 


thereon :— 
Board of Trade, | 
(Railway Department), 
7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 8 W. 
July 29tÀ, 1903. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit herewith 
& copy of a letter which has been addressed to the promoters of 
tramwaye and light railways authorised to be laid on public roade, 
embodying certain criticisms which have been offered by the 
i officers of railways and the electrical adviser of this 
Department on points relating to the construction and equipment 
of electric cars. Ж. 

I am to add that the Board would be glad to receive any 
observations which you may desire to make on the matters io 
question. | 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

HERBERT JEKYLL. 


Tae Secretary, Tramways and Light Railways Association. 


I am directed by the Board of Trade to state that they desire t> 
draw attention to the following criticiams which have been offered 
by their inspecting officers of railways and their electrical adviser 
on certain points relating to the construction and equipment of 
electric cars for tramways and light railways laid on public 

1. Folding Steps.—' The efficiency of the life-guard is often 
impaired by the steps, which are liable to strike & person falling in 
front of the car before the lifeguard can come into action. It is 
suggested, therefore, that the steps should be so designed as to fold 
up, and that they should invariably be folded at the front end of 
the car. | 

2 Reversed Staircases.—These staircases have the disadvautage of 
limiting the view of the motorman and of restricting his move- 
menta, 

3. Trigger Lifeguard.—The distance between the hanging gate and 
the lifeguard proper should be about 3 ft. in order to allow time for 
the guard to drop before it meets the object to be picked up. In 
some cases the distance has been only 1 ft. 10 in., which is not enough 
to make the guard effective. 

. 4. Trolley Ropes.—Several accidents have been caused by the 
slack of trolley ropes and by the handling of trolley ropes by 

Oa many tramways the trolley ropes are kept tied up, 
and in some no rope is used. For centre-running trolleys, or for 
swivel trolleys with & smallreach, spring winches are useful for 
taking up the slack and for preventing the trolley from jumping. 
For swivel trolleya with a wide reach the slack may be taken by 
providing a weight like a sash weight at the end of the rope and 
putting this into an upright pipe with a bell mouth. The 
“nursing " of the trolley by the conductor is an admission of defec- 
tive adjustment of the overhead work. 

b. Adjustable Stop on Trolley Standard.—On many tramways it 
has been found practicable to adjust the screw stop so as to limit the 
rise of the boom if the trolley leaves the wire. It is desirable to 
adjust the height of the trolley wire and guard wires so that advan- 
tage may be taken by this limitation, to prevent damage to over- 
head work. Where there is no adjustable stop, the rise of the 
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boom may be prevented by limiting the play of the trolley rope 
except ip the case of swivel trolleys with considerable reach. 

6. Trolley Heads.—Several cases of injuries to passengers by 
falling trolley heads have occurred. Although it is very desirable 
that, in the event of a trolley head catching in a switch or other 
overhead trap the head should become detached rather than that 
the boom should be pulled out or the standard broken, care should 
be taken that the boom is long enough to ensure that the trolley 
head may drop clear in the wake of the car. 

7. Trolley Booms. Several accidents bave occurred through the 
pulling out of trolley booms. The attachment by pinching up a 
split casting appears to be uneatisfactory since insulating material 
is used and a tight grip cannot beensured. A half sleeve with four 
bolts or some other attachment is preferable. 

8. Breakage of Trolley Standards. Whena trolley head catches and 
neither the head nor the boom give way, serious injury to passengers 
has been caused hy the breaking or tearing up of the standard. 
Overhead “ traps " should be avoided as much as possible. Anchoring 
of trolley wires in bracket construction should be avoided by 
anchoring in a vertical plane to a standard on the bracket, or if 
the bracket needs anchoring, that should be anchored and not the 
trolley wire. 

The Board would be glad to learn whether you, or the body which 
you represent, concur in the foregoing criticisms, and will be pre- 
pared to take steps to meet them as regards new cars, and as far as 
practicable, with regard to cars now in use or under construction. 
Should you not be able to concur on any point, the board will be 
glad to be furnished with any observations that you may desire to 
offer on the matters in question.— am, your obedient servant, 


HERBERT JEKYLL, 


THE BERLIN UNDERGROUND RAILWAY 
AND THE PARIS DISASTER. 


A GOVERNMENT INQuIRY LEADS TO CONSIDERABLE 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


Он of the immediate results of the recent disaster on the Paris 
Metropolitan Railway is to be found in the investigation 
which the German Government has caused to be made 
at the position of affairs obtaining on the Berlin Elevated snd 
Underground Electric Railway, with a view to the prevention of a 
similar accident on that line, or rather on the low level portion of 
the railway. The inguiry, which has taken the form of conferences 
and an inspection of the railway, was opened on August 17th, in the 

hall of the Potsdam Railway Station, under the chairmanship 
of Councillor Behrendt, President of the Berlin State Railway 
Administration. It was attended by other representatives of the 
Government, and of the police and fire brigade, by Herr Schwieger 
and Herr Lerche, of the Siemens & Halske Co., the builders of the 
railway, and by Herr Paval, and Herren Schulz and Barchard, 
manager and engineers respectively of the Elevated Electric Rail- 
way Co. 

The question of the fire in the Paris tunnel between Les 
Couronnes and Ménilmontant first engaged attention. It was sub- 
mitted that the depth and length of the Paris northern circle 
(about 6? miles), together with the joint entrance and exit, render 
the ventilation of the tunnel uncommonly difficult. In the case, 
however, of the tunnel section of the Berlin elevated railway, the 
condition of the air is different, as each train prodaces a fresh 
movement of the air, which finds a ready means of discharge at the 
stations. The length of the tunnel section, which is situated 
between the Nollendorf Platz and Knie, is slightly over 
12 miles. The production of smoke to the extent which 
obtained so fatally in Paris is therefore considered to beout of 
the question on the Berlin railway, even if the rolling stock 
were less fireproof than is actually the case. In addition to this, if 
a fire occurred in а car at a station it would be speedily extin- 
guished by the hydrants which are available, and a train can cover 
the distance along the section to the station in two minutes at the 
longest. As far as illumination is concerned, it was pointed out 
that as compared with the single staircase in Paris the Berlin 
stations are provided with convenient entrances and exits in both 
directions, both being well lighted at night, and that, too, from 
cables which are independent of the feeders for the operation of the 
railway. 

"The conference was resumed on the following day, and an 
official report was published at the conclusion of the proceedings, 
which were initiated by the Minister of Public Works. As a 
result of the inquiry, the report states that the structural works, the 
rolling stock and the equipment of the underground railway are 
arranged very differently from the Paris line, and without 
doubt an accident similar to that on the latter railway seems at 
least very improbable on the Berlin railway, if it is not out of the 
question. The entrances and exits in contradistinction to Paris, 
are capacious and sufficient, are conveniently accessible, and are 
lighted by daylight. The establishment of further exits at the 
other end of the platform does not, therefore, appear necessary. 
The lighting conductors in the tunnels and the stations of the 
underground section are independent of the cables for the 
working of the train service. In the method of oon- 
struction and material used, the cars are so arranged 
that the ignition of them in the case of а short circuit appears out 
of the question, and therefore a dangerous development of amoke is 
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not to be apprehended, especially as the cars are covered with sheet 
iron. As a further advance in public safety, it is proposed to 
materially increase the lighting of the tunnel, so that even in the 
event of the complete extinction of the lamps inside the cars in 
consequence of an interruption in the working, there will still be 
adequate illumination for any case that may arise. This tunnel 
installation is to be prote in a higher degree from external 
influences, as its faultless condition will afford the best guarantee 
for the safe emptying of the cars in case of danger. 

The official report proceeds to state that in order to render it 
possible for passengers to leave the cars and reach the next station 
in the tunnel without any danger, arrangements are to be made 
whereby each official accompanying a train will be able to immedi- 
ately switch off the working current at any point in the tunnel. By 
this means also the approach of trains on the other track will be 
made impossible, and any danger of contact with the rails will be 
obviated. It is also proposed to arrange for the porter's barrier at 
the platform exit being easily pushed on one side, and to increase 
and improve the existing fire extinguishing appliances. In addition 
to these proposals, ex ents are to be made to ascertain whether 
the establishment of air sbafts with extractors would render it 
possible in case of necessity to remove smoke and afford quicker 
access to the permanent way for the fire brigade and others desirous 
of affording assistance, and whether the arrangements for 
a rapid clearance of the ngers from the cars are 
capable of improvement. Thee regulations governing the 

way employés are to be amplified with a view to coping more 
successfully with any case of emergency, whilst a short intimation 
is also to be published for the information of the public as to the 
attitude to be observed by passengers in the event of an accident 
occurring on the railway. 


THE HEAT ABSORBED 
IN THE ELECTROLYSIS OF SALTS AND THE 
PRINCIPLE OF THE MAXIMUM WORK. 


By DR. D. TOMMASI. 


1. It is known* that if we electrolyse a solution containing 
1 molecule of nitrate of silver, 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 molecules of 
nitrate of copper and 100 molecules of water, the nitrate of copper 
does not to be decomposed until there is in the solution a 
little more than 30 (NO*)? Cu for 2 NO? Ag. 

By continuing to increase the proportion of nitrate of copper, 
we at last arrive at a point at which the deposit contains, for one 
atom of copper, two atoms of silver. 

When the solution contains two molecules of nitrate of silver to 
87 molecules of nitrate of copper, we get, as a product of elec- 
trolysis, one atom of silver and one atom of copper. Now, 
according to Bprague's law, f which is the reciprocal of the principle 
of the maximum work, it would be the nitrate of silver that would 
decompose first, and then the nitrate of copper, since the heat of 
decomposition of this compound (52:3 cal.) is much higher than 
the heat of decomposition of the equivalent quantity of nitrate 
of silver (2 NO? Ag = 17:4 cal.), 5 and yet we have just seen that 
the composition of the metallic deposit varied according to the 
proportion of nitrate of copper and nitrate of silver contained in 
the solution subjected to electrolysis. 

2. According to the thermic data, a solution of chlorate of 
potassium being subjected to the simultaneous ation of the 
electrolytic hydrogen and oxygen should undergo reduction rather 
than oxidation. 

In fact, the reduction of the chlorate gives off :— 

СОКЕ -3H' = OLK + 3 НО .. . 224°4 cal. 
and its oxidation gives off :— 

CIO K + O =CIO‘K .. sae . 176 cal. 
And yet experiment proves that the chlorate is transformed into 
perchlorate. 

3. If we acidulate a solution of bioxide of hydrogen (Н?О?) with 
sulphuric acid, we get at the negative pole a liberation of hydrogen, 
due to the decomposition of the water, but the reduction of the 
bioxide of hydrogen does not take place. 

Now, how can we explain the fact that the electrolytic hydrogen 
which reduces a great number of substances, the composition of which 
abeorbe heat, does not act upon bioxide of hydrogen, the de- 
5 of which, on the contrary, takes place with liberation 
of hea 

Iu other words, why does the electric current decompose water 
whose heat of decomposition is — 69 cal. rather than act upon 
bioxide of hydrogen, the heat of decomposition of which is 
+ 216 cal? 

4. We observed || a similar fact with the following couple :— 

Zinc, acidulated water; porous jar, bioxide of hydrogen, with. 
„чоп of one drop of sulphate of copper in solution, 

atinum. 


* Bee " Traité d'Electrochimie," by Dr. D. Tommasi, p. 25. 

f The substances set at liberty at the electrodes are those which, 
in freeing themselves, absorb the least specific energy. 

t Heat of formation calculated according to D. Tommasi's law of 
thermic constante. 

$ Heat of formation calculated according to Tommasi'a law of 
thermic constants, 

| "Traité d'Electrochimie," by D. Tommasi, p. 476. 


In this couple, in fact, the deposit of copper on the platinum is 
produced as soon as the circuit is closed, and long before the bioxide 
of hydrogen has been decom We notice, then, in this 2 
the singular fact that the hy n produced by the decomposi 

of the water reduees the sulphate of copper (an exothermic com- 
pound), the 5 of which consequently absorbs heat, in 
preference to the bioxide of hydrogen (an endothermic compound), 
the decomposition of whicb, on the contrary, takes place with 
liberation of heat.* 

From these researches may be deduced the following laws:— 
(1) When a body is subjected to two chemical actions, the reaction 
which gives off the greatest quantity of heat will always be 
duced in preference, provided, that is, that it can be begun ; (2) In 
the case of two chemical reactions, the one which requires the least 
heat or energy for its commencement will always be produced in 
preference even if it gives off less heat than the other reaction. 

From what we have just said, it follows that the principle of 
maximum work is completely false, and that, therefore, it is 
desirable that it should be replaced by a new thermo-chemical 
principle more in accordance with actual experience. 

This new principle, which we pro to call the principle of 
minimum work, might be enunciated as follows:—' The chemical 
reaction that requires the least energy f for its commencement will 
always be produced in preference, whatever may be the quantity of 
heat thet this reaction, when once begun, is capable of liberating 
or absorbing. 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 
(FROM OUR JOHANNESBURG CORRESPONDENT.) 


Mowbray.—The Lighting Committee of the Mowbray Town Council 
recently recommended the acceptance of an offer from the Cape 
Peninsula Lighting Co. for the electric lighting of the town on a 
15 years’ basis. 

Queenstown.—After months of waiting, the consent of the Govern- 
ment has been obtained for the Queenstown electric lighting 
scheme. The erection of the plant will be proceeded with imme- 
diately, and by the end of the year it is hoped to have the installa- 
tion complete. 

Potchefstroom, Transvaal.—"' Developments are expected shortly 
in connection with the electric lighting of this, the former capital 
of the Transvaal. It has already been reported in the ExectEicaL 
Rxvinw how urgently an efficient lighting service was needed for 
this, as well as for many other Rand townships. Agitation went on 
for some time, but the Health Board could not, and the Govern- 
ment would not, move in the matter, the subject being brought up 
for discussion time after time, and as often “shelved.” Thereupon 
some of the larger property owners took steps to instal small plant 
of their own, and, as reported under date June 15th, a private com- 

y was formed to supply electricity for light and power 

for the whole town. Some of the members of the Health Board, 
having the welfare of the town at heart, then sent a deputation to 
the Colonial Office in Pretoria, which resulted in success. The 
Government electrician, Mr. Stevens, was sent to Potchefstroom to 
draw up a scheme, and the Government have decided, pending the 
formation of a proper municipal council, to undertake the scheme 
for the benefit of the township, and in the meantime will offer no 
facilities to any private company regarding the erection of lines, 
&. This would appear to be the death blow of the “Potchefstroom 
Consumers’ Electric Light and Power Co.,” but they have expressed 
their intention of going on with their scheme. As the success of 
the company so much depends upon Government support, although 
it is obviously “ hard lines,” they will probably eventually have to 
climb down. A compromise would be the fairest settlement, the 
company putting down plant, &c, and carrying out wiring cor- 
tracts, which will probably be agreed to. 

Metric System.— In the Cape House of Assembly, Mr. Amos 
Bailey, M.L.A., directed the attention of the Government towards 
the adoption of the metric system as the standard of weights, 
measures and coinage for the Colony, and the Prime Minister will, 
at an early date, enter into negotiations with the Imperial Govern- 
ment for that purpose. 

The Somerset West Tramway Bill bas been read and passed for 
the third time. 

Pietermaritzburg.—The Natal Government railways electrical 
department is calling for tenders for additional plant for the power 
station at Pietermaritzburg. The tender of Callender’s Cable Oo. for 
£3,141 10s. bd. has been accepted by Messrs. Mordey & Dawbarn 
on bebalf of the Town Council. The following items eccur in the 
borough engineer's report for June: — Building extensions at the 
power station are almost finished ; excavations for the new 240 xw. 
sets are completed, and templates are being prepared. А second 
Weir pump has been erected, and the foundations for the No. 6 
set of boilera completed. 1,784 ft. of cable have been laid, in- 
cluding 543 ft. of н.т. The revenue during the month was £2,305 
10s. 6d., an increase of £250 9з. 1d. over the corresponding period 
last year. 

Durban.—The manager of telephones in his report to the Town 
Council says:—The total number of subscribers up to July 31st 
stands at 841, an increase of 243 since the concern was parchased 
from the Natal Telephone Co. in December, 1901. 


* "Traité d'Electrochimie," by D. Tommasi, p. 526. 
4 Calorific, luminous, electric, &. 
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From the tramway manager’s report we learn that there are now 
18 miles of track open, 33 cars being in daily use. 

Tranevaal.—Much dissatisfaction has been expressed recently at 
the condition of the Johannesbarg—Delagoa Bay telegraph system, 
or lack of system, the Chambers of Commerce in both centres giving 
voice to ш opinion. The defect, it appears, is on the Transvaal 
side of Komati Poort, and a complete reconstruction of the line 
from Johannesburg to that point is being undertaken, and is ex- 
pected to be finished shortly, when, it is hoped, an uninterrupted 
service will be obtained. 

The standholders of Turffontein and Forrest Hill, emvlating 
their Ophirton neighbours, have decided, at a public meeting, 
to petition the Town Council to extend the proposed electric tram- 
way system to their suburb, agreeing to a special rate to cover loss 
on working. 

Mr. McBean, who has just resigned the position ої chief electrician 
to the East Rand Proprietary Mines, was the recipient of warm 
thanks (and a purse of gold) from the Boksburg Health Board 
at a special meeting convened for that purpose. Mr. McBean 
has been the honorary advisory electrician to the Board in con- 
nection with the new electric lighting contract. 

Lourenço Marques.—A number of cars for the L.M. electric tram- 
ways have now arrived. The laying of the track has been nearly 
completed in the principal avenues. 


LEGAL. 


CARNABY v. NEALE AND THE SouTH-WESTERN ELECTRIOAL 
Co., Lap. 


Ввғови Mr. Justice Walton, sitting as Vacation Judge on August 
27th, Mr. Bramwell Davis, K.C., in this partnership action, moved 
for the appointment of a receiver and manager of the businese of 
electrical engineers carried on at Palace Terrace, . It 
appeared that Mr. Carnaby and Mr. Neale entered into partnership 
on September 1st, 1902, and that £500 capital was found by Mr. 
Carnaby. On May 3186 last there was a profit of £202 on the nine 
months' working, but the partnership was crippled for the want of 
money, and Mr. Carnaby advanced a further sum of £300. Since 
then the business had been formed intoa company, but Mr. Carnaby 
had not had his money returned. He had been forcibly ejected 
from the premises by Neale, and, as he could get no satisfaction, he 
asked for the appointment of a receiver. 

Mr. DovucLaSs, on behalf of the defendants, said the new company 
admitted its liability to Mr. Carnaby as to the £300, and offered to 
give him an indemnity for that amount. 

On this understanding the motion was adjourned until the next 
sittings. 


WELLS v. THE STEWART ELECTRICAL BYNDICATE, LTD. 


Вккови Mr. Justice Walton in the Vacation Court on August 26th, 
this matter came up on the application of the plaintiff, who is a 
debenture holder, for the appointment of Mr. G. 8. Pitt, the liqui- 
datorof the syndicate, as receiver and manager in the voluntary 
liquidation on behalf of the debenture holders. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, in support of the motion, said he was in a posi- 
tion to treat the motion as the trial of the action. He asked his 
Lordship to make an order in the terms of the agreed minutes. 
The syndicate agreed to the appointment of Mr. Pitt as receiver 
and manager on behalf of the debenture holders. He also asked, 
with the consent of the syndicate, that the plaintiff and the other 
holders of debenture bonds should be entitled to & declaration of 
charge. T'he gentleman who had been appointed liquidator, and 
also now the receiver and manager, consented to the order. 

His LoRpsHIP made the order asked for accordingly. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Faults on Mains. 


Can any of your readers inform me as to what precau- 
tions are taken to prevent unnecessary damage to feeders, 


distributors, and occasionally pedestrians, when a short or 


fault occars at periods of light load ? 

It seems to me the usual practice simply allows a certain 
margin above the normal full load capacity of the main or 
mains, being generated before the circuit opens. Take, for 
instance, a feeder 1 in. in cross-section with cut-out set for, 
вау, 1,400 amperes. During the greater part of the day 
this feeder may have a load of only 200 or 300 amperes, or 
even leas. If а fault develops under these conditions there 
will evidently be a margin of 1,100 or 1,200 amperes left 
to blow it out before the circuit opens. Considering the 
number of up-to-date appliances and methods of testing, 
this appears to be rather a crude way of treating faults and 
weak spots on mains. 


Is it not feasible to have an automatic cut-out switch 
fitted in each feeder, either for traction or lighting supply, 
which is capable of being rapidly adjusted by a simple move- 
ment, to allow only a safe margin under all conditions of loud? 
The load on any station does not alter much from day to 
day, so that it would be an easy matter for a switchboard 
attendant to set all cut-outs to suit the load at different 
periods of the day. Some station engineers adopt the 
plan of using double fuses on their feeders, one set for half 
load and the other for full or overload. A throw-over link 
is fitted for the purpose of bridging either of them. This 
plan also presenta an easy means of carrying an emergency 
load on any feeder should the network become disorganised 
through adjacent feeders being cut out. 


R, P, Ratchet and pawl; s, Spiral spring inside lever; f, s, Tension spring 
„ r, m, Ram for disengaging pawl; c, Calibrate 
scale. 


A circuit breaker fitted with a variable adjustment some- 
what similar to the above sketch would, I believe, be an accept- 
able type in central stations. To prove its utility, each feeder 
on a lighting system should feed its own section only, this 
section being isolated from the rest of the network, and 
provision made for linking one or more sections on to 
different feeders if required. T | 

In addition to this, the feeder should only have a cut-out 
at the station end, the fuses at feeding points being placed on 


` distributors, and each distributor feeding its own network, 


thus :— 


п, | 
vb 
7 M 
n 
„| f | | | 
V 8B V БЕ à 
j V d. $ 
F, Feeder; в, p, Street box; m, Section manhole; d, Distributor: n, Net- 


work; J, Fuse; l, Link (disconnecting inay be combined with fuse). 
L, Interconnecting link, 


Tramway practice, at present, fulfills these conditions, 
with the exception of a cut-out capable of simple and rapid 
adjustment that can be altered with safety while carrying 
load. 

I have recollections of a large lighting system that, 
until quite recently, was tied up with the object of blowing 
out all faults, thereby saving the mains’ engineer the head- 
splitting worry of finding them, and probably damaging 
yards of mains by fire and гает. 

An interchange of views on distributing difficulties and 
means for overcoming them would be appreciated by a large 
section of your readers. 


J. C. Stewart. 
Island of Arran, Seplember 181, 1903. 


Switchman or Premium Pupil? 


I heartily endorse the sentiments expressed by “ 10,000 
Volts,” but I think that the matter is to be explained in this 
manner—that as long as we have gentlemen's sons” who 
have not the moral courage to demand a reasonable figure for 
their services, во long shall we have the“ nominal salary." 
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I passed through the switchman period three years ago, 
and even then I found the evil rampant. 

To cite one instance in my experience of central station 
work : the switchmen were placed on a sliding scale—viz., 
5s. first year, 78. 6d. second year, and 10s. the third year ! 
I wonder how many would care to remain till the third year ? 
I consider that these appointments are made by men who 
have been © jumped " into a responsible position, and who 
have not had to undergo the tedinm and confining duties 
of a switchman. The case I mention had its own reward 
repeated mistakes ; and, consequently, the item “ repairs to 
instruments " was considerable. 

It is to be hoped that the time is not far off when a 
reasonable figure will be paid to all assistants, and that those 
Who are responsible will forego this idiotic policy. 


Electric Drills. 


I have read the letter under the signature of the Sandy- 
croft Foundry Co., Ltd., in the current number of your 
journal. 

In taking up the manufacture of the solenoid type of 
drill, Т am afraid they are making a mistake, as this type, 
both in Germany and America, has had to be generally 
abandoned; and on their own showing it takes /alf the 
energy required by an air drill, whilst other electric drills 
take very much less than this, 

It is, however, the last paragraph of their letter, and 
the last sentence in that paragraph, to which I wish to take 
exception. Such statements as these by manufacturers and 
contractors of electrical machinery have caused most of the 
trouble with regard to the useof electrical machinery in mining 
by allowing users of such machinery to infer that it © goes by 
itself,” во to speak, and that no skilled, and in some cases 
not even any, attention is required. This is a great 
mistake, Because one, by merely pulling over a handle, 
may cause а motor to easily and sweetly revolve in its self- 
oiling bearings, it does not do to think it requires no 
attention ; by turning the steam on to a steam engine it 


will do the same, and the self-oiling bearings can be equally ' 


applied to it, but no owner of a steam engine would expect it 
to go by iteelf, or think that it required only the services of an 
unskilled labourer. Why then should electrical engineering 
be reduced to the rank of “ unskilled labouring ” ? 

Electricity is a form of energy, and as such ought to be 
intelligently controlled, and the sooner this is recognised the 
better for everyone. Economy in the use of electricity 
should not be expected so much from getting rid of the 
skilled labourer as from the saving of energy lost in trans- 
mitting the power, and the many other advantages it may 
porsess for the particular purpose to which it may be 
applied. 

T. Campbell Futers. 


Wanted : An Efficient Commercial Incandescent Lamp. 


I am obliged by the details furnished by the Electrical 
Co., Ltd., as to the superiority and saving in ultimate cost 
of current of the Nernst lamp, most of which, or, perhaps, 
similar facts, have been published before in the company's 
trade circulars. Unfortunately, I find, in conversation with 
electrical contractors, that the large initial cost of the in- 
stallation of the Nernst lamp does prevent its adoption, the 
majority of would-be consumers speedily deciding against 
it when the relative cost of wiring with Nernst lamps, or 
with the ordinary incandescent, is put before them; and 
this in spite of a less number of Nernsts being required. 
When all is said and done, several lights of small candle- 
power scattered about, rather than a few of large candle- 
power, give tle best lighting effect; and, although the com- 
pany state that they have overcome the sensitiveness to 
changes of voltage, from my experience with the last batch 
recently received, I am afraid that the filament is still some- 
what wanting. At the same time, we all welcome the 
advent of the Nernst as a move in the right direction, and 
hope to see it improved in the direction of greater strength, 
cheapness, and smaller candle-power. 

The remarks of Councillor Kennedy, of Glasgow, at the 
recent M.E.A. Convention, on the comparison of the light 


given by incandescent electric lamps and incandescent gas 
mantles, very much, I am sorry to note, to the disadvantage 
of the former, show that the question of the inefficiency in 
light-giving power of the first-named, in proportion to their 
relative costs, is becoming a question that will have to be 
seriously considered ere long. 

I should like to hear the experience of some of my fellow 
assistants who come in contact with this phase of our in- 
dustry, and more particularly hope to hear from the lamp 
makers that something is on the way which will help us 
to make headway against our powerful competitor. 


| Н. Н. M., Assistant Engineer. 
August 31sl, 1903. 


English Porcelain Insulators. 


A portion of the daily press has, during the past 10 years, 
educated the British public; the result has been that the 
educated firmly believe that all British manufacturers are 
rapacious, idle, densely ignorant, incapable of enterprise, 
and that they refuse to allow science to help them 
to earn their living. Granting this, one can readily 
understand that Mr. Garrard's statements about English- 
made insulators in his article on Overhead Transmission“ 
in your issue of August 14th will readily be believed. 
Surely your contributor cannot seriously think that English 
porcelain insulators are used in this country because glass 
Qnes cannot be made? Glass insulators were tried in the 
early days of telegraphy, but their use was given up. as 
they were found to be distinctly inferior to pot insulators. 
The use of the glass insulators in America obtains solely 
on account of their cheapness. 

Perhaps Mr. Garrard has never travelled through 
France, and seen the flimsy telegraph line construction 
along the railways—light cross-arms, glass insulators, and 
construction which would not be tolerated in this country. 

The glassy nature of foreign-made insulators is a draw- 
back, not an advantage. The material is brittle, and cannot 
be threaded internally ; consequently the stalk has to be 
cemented into these insulators instead of being screwed in, 
a4 is done with English ones. 

Now, when Mr. Garrard speaks of English insulators 
depending upon their glaze for their inrulating properties, 
he shows he knows nothing of the process of their manufac- 
ture. Each insulator, after being dipped, is placed in the 
kiln, upon three thimbles, upon which it rests during firing. 
The places where its rests on the thimbles are never glazed, 
consequently glaze has nothing to do with the insulation. 
As a matter of fact, the articles are only glazed in order to 
keep them clean. 

It weuld be well to know whether Mr. Garrard has, or 
could, make comparative tests of English and foreign-made 
insulators? If so, he should publish particulars, and show 
engineers what the truth is. 

Meanwhile, it would be well to remember that this journal 
is read all over the world, and users now have its authority 
for believing that British-made insulators are inferior. The 
policy of crying stinking fish is sure to bear its natural 
fruit in time to the detriment of manufacturers and their 
workpeople. | 


Stafford. 


W. Rooper. 


The article by Mr. C. C. Garrard in your issue of the 
14th inst. isa very good sample of what is now written, 
and too easily believed, about British manufacturers. 

Mr. Garrard says that up to the present time it has not 
been possible to get good electrical porcelain from any 
English pottery” . . . . “the art of mixing to give good 
electrical properties to the finished article has not yet been 
learned by the English potter. . . that English porce- 
lain as yet made depends for its insulating properties almost 
entirely upon the glaze.” 

In every one of these statements Mr. Garrard is wrong, 
and 1 am amazed at the ignorance of facts which he displays. 
Is it credible that the electricians who have put up and 
maintained with English insulators, the Post Office and 
great railway systems of telegraphs, have been so blind and 
incompetent as to use such a material as he describes, and 
could the lines have maintained their.efficiency ? On the 
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contrary, more than 30 years ago the principal specifications 
for telegraph insulators, provided that the unglazed porcelain 
should be soaked in sulphuric acid and water before being 
electrically tested, and then should show no loss by the 
galvanometer. 

At the present time almost every insulator on the principal 
lines in England has unglazed surfaces inside and outside, 
and every insulator has been tested before being used. Not 
many months ago I had occasion to test a lot of English 
insulators which had been shipwrecked, and had lain in sea 
water for nearly six months ; they were taken from the wet 
straw in which they had been packed, and put straight into 
the testing vats ; not one showed any loss by the galvano- 
meter, and yet the head of each insulator and the spindle 
hole were unglazed, the thickness of porcelain between these 
two faces being about 4 in. 

Recently I have made experimente with the view of 
ascertaining the dielectric strength of English porcelain, and 
I find it difficult to get pieces made, with sufficient surface, 
thin enough to break down with the voltage at my 
command, viz., 30,000 volts ; unglazed pieces, so thin as to 
be translucent, resisted 20,000 volts. Soon I shall have a 
testing apparatus which will give me 60,000 volts, and I 
shall be pleased to show Mr. Garrard or any representative 
of the Review what English porcelain will do. 

I have now before me a report, from one of the most 
eminent British electricians, of destructive tests which he 
made upon English porcelain insulators. "These broke down 
at pressures varying from 250,000 to 900,000 volts, accord- 
ing to their thickness and shape, but some in which the 
solid porcelain was about 1 in. thick successfully resisted the 
latter enormous pressure—a strain which can hardly occur 
in practice, even as the effect of resonance. , 

I know at least one English pottery which for many 
years past has turned out annually thousands of tons of 
porcelain of a quality more than equal to any electrical 
demand which can be made upon it. English porcelain is 
the best in the world—not only is its electrical resistance 
practically infinite, but it is tougher and mechanically 
stronger than either American or Continental porcelain, and 
is only glazed for the sake of cleanliness. Great American 
firms who have lately built works in England, to my know- 
ledge, use English porcelain to a very large extent. 

And yet we are told by one who has certainly not troubled 
to inquire into the matter, that up to the present it has not 
been possible to get good electrical porcelain from any 
English pottery. 


Stone, Staffordshire, 
August 26th, 1903. 
[See our “ Notes columns.—Ens, ELO. REv.] 


John T. Harris. 


Re Ramsgate Tramway Inquiry. 


Would you kindly permit me to ask you whether the 
fashion of putting magnetic brakes upon tramcars will last 
much longer, after the damaging disclosures of this inquiry ? 
The evidence clearly showed that a magnetic brake requires 
to be supplemented by the hand brake for stopping a car on 
an incline, because as soon as the car slows down the source 
of the magnetism is annihilated. But unless the hand brake 
is very carefully handled, one brake hampers the other and 
neither of them acts. 

Some time ago much was said in these columns about 
pneumatic brakes, but only a few have been tried since. 
They are free from such defects, and have such a splendid 
record in other countries, that it is surprising to see them so 
apathetically treated here. The only objection I ever heard 
raised against them is higher cost of maintenance than 
magnetic brakes, and this objection is not only unjust, but 
is quite ont of place where life and limb must be the first 
consideration. 

This notion of higher maintenance costs originated years 
ago with some experimental air brakes of American manufac- 
ture, which were badly designed and worse made. To get 
them small and cheap, they were designed for 80 lbs. pres- 
sure per sq. in., and with very small bearings, valves, &c. 
The working parts were hardly machined, and the valves 
would have allowed cement grouting to trickle through 
under no more than atmospheric pressure. The compressor 
and valvecastings had not even been freed from their cores, 


all jointa leaked, and 4-oz. lumps of red lead, that was in- 
tended to make joints tight, preferred to adorn the valve 
faces or to block the passages of the regulator. "There was 
nothing wonderful in this failure ; but it is wonderful that 
tramway managers should blame the principle where only 
the execution was at fault, and that this bogey of high 

maintenance should so long survive. | 

It is hardly necessary to enumerate the good qualities 
of .the pneumatic brakes, and their success on railways 
proves that their maintenance cannot be extravagant. 
Moreover, on railway cars a far more complicated type of 
apparatus is used, and the working conditions are far more 
severe—viz., higher speed, heavier jolting, and no inspection 
of parts possible for months. | 

In Germany all kinds of magnetic brakes have been tried 
and have failed, while the air brake is signally free from 
failures, and is not only fitted on about 600 cars in Berlin 
alone, but is going to be put on all tramcars in that economic 
town. 

There the low maintenance expenses have been one of the 
chief canses of its success, and there can be no doubt that 
motors and controllers last longer with them than with 
magnetic brakes, which require 200 amperes and more where 
the working current of the motor averages 10 to 15 
amperes. | 

The compressed air is there also used for sanding, and the 
driver's attention is not required on the sand pedal in case 
of emergency, as the air is automatically directed to the 
sanding tube whenever the controller valve is brought into 
the emergency position. 

Skidding can be made impossible, and track and wheel 
brakes can be effectually combined, as has, for instance, 
been done on one of the cars of the Manchester Corporation. 

Allow me to say just a few words with regard to expense. 

Is it right that tramcar brakes should only be attended to 
by unskilled labour? Does it not amount to recklessness if 
such an important part of the equipment is left entirely to 
the mercy of labourers? Have tramway committees no 
other duty than to reduce the cost per car-mile to a minimum 
and to raise the receipts to à maximum? Do the coroners 
who absolve the drivers from blame when they kill people 
know that the manager employs 14 /«bourers and not a 
single mechanic to do all the mechanical attending to 260 
cars ? 

Does the coroner or the Board of Trade know that air 
brakes are not in favour with tram managers because they 
would necessitate the employment of two mechanics instead 
of two of the above 14 labourers ? 

| Air and Sand. 


The failure of all three brakes in succession on the car 
which came to grief at Ramsgate would веет, according 
to the Board of Trade inquiry, to have occasioned much 
surprise. But really this was not at all extraordinary, for 
the three brakes in question—hand, slipper and electric— 
when applied simultaneously and strongly, so interfere with 
each others’ action that failure is to be expected. The hand- 
brake will very readily skid the wheels, especially when part. 
of the weight of the car is lifted off them by the slippers, 
and the wheels being locked, the electric brake is useless. 
Trolley current can never be relied upon in case of 
accident, as, with the car travelling fast and rock- 
ing violently, the trolley may leave the wire any 
moment. What is wanted is a brake that will utilise 
to the best effect the available sources of retardation, 
viz., the track, the wheels and the motors, without depend- 
ing on the trolley current or the physical strengh and nerve 
of the motorman. It is just because it fits these conditions 
exactly that the Westinghouse magnetic brake has been 
universally adopted on all tramway systems where serious 
accidents have occurred. Indeed, the makers claim that 
it is not only the best, but the only brake suitable for 
modern electric tramway service. The statement was 
made at the inquiry that the magnetic brake 
fails if the hand brake is applied so as to skid the wheels. 
But there is absolutely no reason why the hand brake should 
be applied when the magnetic brake is in use, and its appli- 
cation is entirely contrary to the motorman’s instructions. 
In fact, its only use is to hold the car locked in the yards or 
en steep inclines, The magnetic brake is not adapted for 
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actuation by hand, as suggested iby the inspector, for the 
reason that the friction between a steel brake shoe and the 
rail would be too small to be of much use were any power 
other than magnetism employed. Even were this not the 
case, however, the makers have such good experience of the 
reliability of the apparatus that they would not fit a hand 
working attachment. 


Westinghouse Building, W.C. 
September 2nd, 1908, 


Norman D, Cameron. 


To Correct a Wrong Impression. 


My attention has been drawn to certain remarks made by 
Mr. A. Philip in a book on “The Electro-Plating and 
Electro-Refining of Metals," which seem likely to convey 
the wrong impression that the idea of utilising zinc dust for 
regenerating zinc electrolytes, originated with him. 

Permit me to say that this is not the fact, and also to 
point out that Mr. Philip omits to mention that, at the time 
he refers to, he was employed by the company with which I 
was associated. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles. 
August 27th, 1908. | 


Hot-Wire Arc Lamps. 


I have been watching your valuable Correspondence ” 
columns lately in order to learn all I can about hot-wire 
arc lamps, but exeept for the maker’s remarks and 
„F. J. Тв” letter, your correspondents appear to be very 
much annoyed about something, and their criticism, is, in 
my opinion, neither just nor justified. As for ** Enclosed’s” 
remarks, I could make any lamp jump if I wanted to, and 
could put most of them right if I wanted to. 

It is really wonderful what you can get any lamp to do 
if you want, I could have stopped the jumping in a few 
minutes, for I have had a Foster lamp under my observa- 
tion for some time, and I find it simple and easy to under- 
stand. It has never jumped since its delivery, six weeks 
ago, possibly because I have not interfered with it, and have 
no desire to see it jump. There ap to be no “ com- 
plicated levers in the lamp, and I think that Enclosed ” 
must have some other make under observation. I saw no 
complications in the sketch given in the columns of your 
valued journal of July 31st, and, as far as I am concerned, 
am delighted with the light given, and the simplicity and 
working of the lamp. 


The Vulcan Electric Co., . 
43, Broadway, Stratford. 


W. J. Woodward. 


I have read Prof. Mundella's letter in the current REVIEW, 
and greatly regret that I omitted to ask his permission 
before stating the facts of his inquiries for a change-over 
lamp. I beg herewith to humbly apologise to Prof. Mundella ; 
the facts, however, have been, I believe, common knowledge 
іп arc, lamp circles for about a year. 


J. d. 
August 29th, 1903. 


I do not wish to contribute to the discussion on hot-wire 
arc lamps, but it shows how much “ N. D. W.” knows about 
his subject when he refers to Manchester —— Counzillors 
interested in the gas company!“ 

A. J. C. 


I notice that Messrs. Foster & Co. do not contradict my 
statements, 

With an enclosed arc of 70 volta or leas the carbons are 
fairly close together, and the lower carbon obstructs a con- 
siderable quantity of the light emitted by the upper; but 
with 80 or 90 volts across the arc there is much less obstruc- 
tion owing to the greater distance between the carbons, and 
consequently more useful light is obtained in spite of the 
theoretical reasons to the contrary (see text-books). Mrs. 
Ayrton’s book goes into this rather fully, and a simple experi- 
ment will prove it. Iam speaking above of 13 mm. carbons 
as used in the Foster and most other makes of lamps. With 
10 mm, carbons the obstruction of light is not quite во great, 


but of course the burning hours are much reduced owing to 
the smaller carbon. 

On alternating current circuits the resistance should be 
kept as low as possible for economy’s sake, hence a hot wire 
is a disadvantage; as with a Jamp taking 5 amperes and 
with a resistance in the strip of 2 ohms there is a dead loss 
of 50 watts. This is in addition to the slight loss in the 


` choking coil, which in a good design can be kept below 10 or 


12 watts easily. 
ing change-over lamp, most alternating current 
lamps, if supplied with a resistance instead of a choking coil, 
will burn quite satisfactorily on a continuous circuit. 
I would remind * Fair Play " that four months is not 
very long in which to try a new lamp. 
Enclosed. 


Excepting F. J. T.’s” letter in your last issue, we are 
inclined to think that “ Fair Play’s” letter in this touches 
the real crux of the criticism we have been lately receiving, 
and beg to call the attention of your readers to this point. 

As regards our remarks in your issue of 14th inst. on 
“N. D. W.’s” letter, we were then, and are now, of the 
opinion that his letter contained many errors, and was an 
unwarranted attack upon an able and moderate article 
written by an engineer of experience and position, and one not 
at all likely to write on a subject he was not quite sure of. We 
therefore considered * N. D. W." deserved rebuke, and that 
his misquotations and mistakes should be made clear in the 
eyes of your readers, Apart from this, we do not desire to 
abuse him—only to rebuke-his temerity. 

Referring to N. D. W. 's“ letter in the current issue, 
we may say that whatever the s/riking current is, or the 
flush between switch-on and s/riking, the strip does 
carry it, as is evidenced by Fairplay's letter, and in the 
name of common sense, if it did not, should we go on 
making the lamp in such quantities ав we are? And would 
people buy them as they do ? 

In dealing with the faults of his lamp, ** N. D. W." says, 
* the percentage of failures due to dash-pot sticking .... 
is *1 per cent., while dirty rods, &c., account for 9 per cent. 
of the known cases of failure." These are his own words, 
and leave unaccounted for, 99 per cent. of the known cases of 
ийите. 

As regards the large amount of combustible insulation 
used in solenoid lamps, we refer, of course, to the double layers 
of cotton covering on the wire of the solenoid, which we avoid. 

Dealing with the question of efficiences on А.С. circuits, 
our experience is, when in competition with other makes, 
that we give the same or a better light, as the case may be, 
but always with a saving of power, as measured by a watt- 
meter. Does it matter how we get it so long as we do? We 
might add, however, that the internal resistance varies with 
circuit conditions, being about half an ohm on alternating 
circuits. 

Oar “ limited field ” of action has kept us working over- 
time since the beginning of this year. As to the demand 
for constant current working with the enclosed lamp, there 
are only a few instances in England—Croydon and Exeter 
being the only ones we can think of. We are, however, 
quite prepared for it. 

We should like to add, in conclusion, that we have no per- 
sonal dislike to “ N. D. W.," and that we think there is 
room for us both, without cutting each other's throats. 


Foster & Co. 
September 1st, 1908. 


[We do not think that any useful purpose will be served 
by a further continuation of this correspondence.—Ens. 
Erec. Rev.] 


Speed and the Pablic Safety. 


It is a pity that the writer of your leaderette under the 
above heading should not have had some knowledge of the 
matter he writes about. | 

The matter is of some importance to Londoners, and such 
mistaken inferences as he draws from Dr. Louis Bell’s 
interesting paper, which is chiefly on electric tramcar speed 
and brake power, do harm. Surely it is worth the while of 
technical journals to differentiate themselves in some degree 
from the dailies when they write on matters such 
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as this question of speed in traffic, which involves 
а good deal of interesting engineering problems. It 
is evident from the sneer at A. A. C. S.“ that they doubt 
or disbelieve his speed measurements, If the writer had taken 
some trouble in the matter instead of dashing off his 
leaderette ez cathedrá, with no expert knowledge to guide 
him, he would have known that having made a number of 
tests of speed of various vehicles running in London, at 
the request of high authorities, I can confirm all that 
“ A. A. C. S.“ stated in his letter to the Times, and that these 
speeds are correct, and that Mr. Woodfine's assertion that if 
motor-cars are restricted in London or any large city toa 
maximum speed of 10 miles an hour, you will deprive them 
of their most useful qualities. 

Your leader writer makes the very common mistake of 
confusing average with maximum speeds, and thereby 
confuses instead of helping your readers to understand this 
matter. 

The distance from this house, measured through the 
streets, to Ludgate Hill is 3} miles. I cannot do it by 
omnibus ог cab under 1-hour. The average speed of that 
vehicle is therefore only about 5 miles an hour—in spite of 
the driver occasionally, whenever he gets a few yards clear, 
attaining 12 miles, or possibly 14, as a maximum. 

If I come, as I may at present, on a bicycle or a motor- 
car, I can accelerate and again control my vehicle so rapidly 
во as to take advantage of the intervals in the traffic, that I 
can come to you in 20 minutes. Now raise my average 
rate from 5 miles an hour up to 10 miles, and this is what I 
stated at the Engineering Conference ; your writer makes me 
appear to say something very different. 


* Thriplands," Kensington Court. 


[There is no need to reply at any length to Lieut.-Col. 
Crompton's letter. Half Dr. Bell’s paper is devoted to the 
40 miles an hour * Red Devil," and this is the portion to 
which our remarks applied. Our reference to “А. A. C. S.,“ 
too, was in connection with the correspondence between 
himself and Sir Albert Muntz, and there is not the slightest 
ground for saying we doubted or disbelieved his speed 
measurements, Finally, we quoted our correspondent quite 
correctly; we said, “from its present average of 5 miles to 
10 miles per hour.”—Eps. ELEC. Rev. ] 


. В. E. Crompton. 


In your issue of the 28th inst., there appeared an article 
referring to the contribution of Dr. Louis Bell and also to 
the letter sent by this Society to the Public Control Com- 
mittee, London County Council. As the article in question 
comments adversely upon the Society’s case, and in so doing 
makes statements which show that the writer is not at all 
acquainted with the question, I trust you will allow me to 
point out some of the errors he makes. 

In the first place, he speaks of vested interests. There 
are, of course, none in connection with automobiles such as 
exist in the case of railways and tramways. With reference 
to the comparative safety of motor-cars compared with 
trams, Mr. Balfour’s statement could not be better sub- 
stantiated than by Dr. Bell himself, when he says that at 
12 to 18 miles per hour the space required for stopping 
varied from 101 to 205 ft. This is at least five or six times 
as great as that required by a motor-car, and the element of 
danger is in proportion. The fact that the tram is confined 
to fixed rails makes it more, and not less, dangerous in this 
country, because generally the roads are so narrow that 
there is not room enough to treat the tracks as railroads and 
keep off them. 

The writer in question quotes Lieut.-Col. Crompton’s 
statement that the present average speed of traffic in the 
metropolis is only 5 miles per hour, but may in the future 
be increased to 10, and triumphantly inquires how, tuere- 
fore, can а limit of 10 miles per hour adversely affect motor 
vehicles. He must be very ignorant of the road if he does 
not understand that, if one drives considerately, it is difficult 
to average one-half the maximum speed. This holds good 
for very long distances, but still more so in London, 
where, in order to average 5 miles per hour, it would 
be necessary, sometimes, to exceed 10 miles per hour. 
Plainly, therefore, in order to bring the average up to 10 
miles per hour, the maximum must be considerably greater. 

The observations made in Victoria Street, Westminster, 


S.W., by Mr. Swinton (there never was any concealment as 
to his name), carry no weight with this society, save as cer- 
tifying to a fact well known to everybody who is any judge 
of speed. Why any reference should be made to Sir Albert 
Muntz, who is the person, perhaps, above all others inte- 
rested in horse breeding in this country, it is difficult to 
understand. 

When the writer speaks of motors being driven frequently 
at 50 miles an hour at cross roads or going round a corner, 
he shows a complete ignorance of speed, as it is very rare 
indeed that this pace is ever attained on English roads. 
Probably if he saw a car going at 30 miles an hour he would 
estimate it at 50. 

In conclusion, I quite agree with the article by Dr. Bell, 
which is а very strong case for the motor. He admits that 
15 miles per hour may be permissible for tramcars, which 
he himself points out, require five or six times as much 
stopping space as a motor. 

Where could one find a stronger case for allowing motors 
to exceed this speed, specially since they can, as he goes on 
to remark, readily turn out for other vehicles, | 

J. F. Woodfine, 
Secretary Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 


August 31st, 1903. 


[By vested interests, the writer intended it to be understood 
that Mr. Woodfine was naturally speaking from the point of 
view of money invested in the automobile industry. 

We have only this to add to what we have already said 
concerning the comparative safety of motor-cars compared 
with trams. The man in the street knows exactly what to 
look out for with trams, simply because they do not readily 
turn out; with motor-cars he is never certain of what 
may happen. Moreover, we presume that narrow roads are 
not in the habit of expanding to oblige the motor-car. 

With regard to Lieut.-Colonel Crompton’s paper, we said 
nothing about maximum speeds; the figures we gave were 
for averages only. | : 

Is there any reason why a gentleman interested in horse- 
breeding, who sees the abuse as well as the use of motor-cars, 
should not advance sensible views on the abuse of them? 

Misquoting Dr. Bell will not help matters. This is what 
he said :— 

The automobile as a practical working vehicle for ordinary pur- 
will involve no serious speed questions. A speed limit of 15 
miles an hour, enforced, as just noted, would probably be actually 
a good thing for the progress of the art, tending to the develop- 
ment of useful vehicles capable of running long distances under 
load, and eliminating most of the objectionable characters who 
would abandon the sport if kept to moderate speed. 

Mr. Woodfine does not advance the cause he advocates by 
such a letter as the above; and, again, we say that unless 
he can make use of better special pleading than this, his 
case with the L. O. C. seems a hopeless one. —Eps. Екс. REV. ] 


[A correspondent wants to know the name of the manu- 
facturers of Sinclair's patent resin solder.—Eps. ELEC. Rev. ] 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


German Electrical Manufacturing Imports and 
Exports.—The German Customs Returns for the six months 
ending with June last show that so far this year there bas been a 
marked falling off in the imports of foreign electrical machinery 
into the country, the amoynt during the period named being given 
as only 369 tons, as compared with 764 tons in the first half of last 
year. On the other hand, there has been an increase in the exports 
of electrical machinery from Germany from 5,977 tons in the first 
six months of 1902 to 6,283 tons in the six months ending with 
June last. 


Forthcoming Book.—Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co. 
beg to announce they will publish during September a new edition 
of " The Steam Turbine," by Robert M. Neilson. The size of the 
volume has been nearly doubled. Large additions have been made 
to the chapters descriptive of the Parsons and De Laval turbines, 
the additions including dimensions drawings. 


Telegraph Cable Imports.—The value of the foreign 
telegraph cables and apparatus imported into this country last 
month amounted to £3,591, bringing up the total for the first seven 
months of the current year to £33,731. 
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Electrical Wares Exported. 


Ү вик ENDING SEPT. 2ND, 1902. WII виріма Зерт. ist, 1903. 


Alexandria. Teleph.appar. Value £113 Aden .. " "T . Value £21 
Amsterdam - % 128 88 Amsterdam... ee ёв is 50 
Antwerp... m is .. 883 Auckland ss ds . 184 
Bombay. Teleg. wire .. . . 220 Beira .. АА = vs "T 19 
Buenos Ayres ve - - 16 а Teleg. mat. i . 181 

" Teleph. mat. .. )989 Brisbane ais ee 106 
Саїсома  .. T T T 80 Buenos Ayres £s vs ee 20 
Demerara oe ee ae oe 40 Caloutta oe ee ee ee 889 
Durban oe ee ee ee 64 Cape Town ee os oe ee 134 

5 Teleg. mat. .. ee 1,152 Channel Islande .. ee .. . B6 
East London 50 Christchurch a Se 88 


Gibraltar. Teleg. instru. 1, 182 | Colombo ..  .. .. 
Hong Kong .. " we " 16 Copenhagen. Teleg. mat. 


Jersey and Guernsey  .. T 50 Delagoa Bay 
Madras v T is А 16 Durban we ©% 
Melbourne .. zn "S is 66 " Teleg. mat. 

11 Teleg. wire .. . 198 East London я “% 
Nagasaki ae е .. 212 Flushing... x ee 
New York .. © sa .. 180 Gibraltar .. Р is 
Singapore - a re F4 Libau К yo ee 
Stockholm. Teleph. cable .. 802 Melbourne .. Ар 
Sydney Ws m T “+ 57 Montreal 

Perth ea 
Port Elizabeth  .. PA 
Progresso. 'TTelepbones.. 
Rangoon .. 5% sts 
Rio Janeiro.. 
8t. Petersburg 
Baigon 
Santos 8 
Singapore x s 
" Teleg. mat. .. 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire.. 
Sydney vs sis 
Toronto np 
Wellington .. 
| Yokohama .. 
| 97 
Total £3,698 | Total 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Bombay. Elec. mat. Value 275 
East London. Elec. apparatus 255 
Santos. Elec. mat. m vs 86 
Sydney. Elec. mat, ee ee 85 


Total .. £502 


New Switches.—The Holmes-Page patent switches have 
been designed to meet the requirements of the various fire offices, 
electricity supply companies and municipal authorities, and they 
are arranged во as to embody all the features of the Holmes-Page 
chopper switches. The box ie of cast-iron, and is made practically 
watertight ; screwed holes are provided at the ends to receive 
insulated bushes or iron pipes carrying cables. The switch is 
operated by means of a stirrup handle, which fits outside the box 
when the cover is on, and it is so arranged that the box cover cannot 
be removed without first opening the circuit. The entire switch 
parts, excepting the two top contact jaws, are dead when the 
switch is open. The inside surface of the box is thoroughly coated 
over witha specially-prepared insulating japan, which will not 
crack or blister when subjected to severe heat or rough usage. 
The box is provided with suitable means for earthing. The special 


Тнк HoLMuES-Padn PATENT BwircH. 


points claimed are:—Neatness in appearance; the switches are 
carried on porcelain bases, and are separated by a substantial parti- 
tion, thereby securing a very high insulation resistance; the switch 
bas self-adjusting contacts, and is easy to wire, An important 


feature is that the supply main may be brought in at either end 
and still be connected to the top contact jaws. 


Compressed Air Cleaning for Electric Lighting 
and Power Stations.—Messrs. Reavell & Co., of Ipswich, who 
have been manufacturing for some time a com little motor-- 
driven compressor for the above purpose, have recently still further 
improved upon the design by totally enclosing the suction, as 
shown on the accompanying illustration. The advantages of the 
enclosed suction not only enables cold air to be brought into the 


REAaVELL MOrOR-DBIVEN COMPRESSOR. 


+ 


suction chamber of the compressor, which naturally improves its 
efficiency, ibut it enables the compressor to be installed in a suitable 
position, regardless of whether that position is hot, or whether the 
atmosphere is d with dust. The enclosed suction arrange- 
ment has the further advantage that the whole of the working parts 
are thus enclosed. The standard machine supplied has a capacity 
of 18 cf. of free air per minute, and the compressor runs at 400 
revolutions per minute. The motor is of 2 H.P., and runs at about 
1,200 revolutions per minute, being geared to the compressor by a 
raw hide pinion on the motor, and a cast-iron spur wheel on the 
compressor shaft; the latter wheel is machined from the solid, 
giving a drive which runs very smoothly. The are covered 
by a neat planished steel gear case. Although the above machine 
illustrates the usual type, it is sometimes made portable, and pro- 


45 mae i 


vided with rubber shod wheels, so as to enable the machine to 
drawn over a tiled engine room floor. Messrs. Reavell & Co. re 
that the use of these little machines in sub-stations is in 
they iform a useful accessory for such stations as well 
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for power stations themselves. We understand that the makers 
have supplied compressors of this type to the Manchester, 
Halifax and Salford Corporation electricity works; Charing Cross 
and Strand Co. (6 sets); Glasgow Corporation Tramways (5 sets); 
Barking Town Council; Hull Lighting and Tramways; Edinburgh 
electric lighting station ; Central Supply Co., London; Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Corporation Tramways; Midland Railway Go., Derby; 
Lincoln electricity works; St. James's and Pall Mall Electric 
Light Co.; London County Couacil Tramways; Poplar, Islington 
and Shoreditch Corporations; Stalybridge tramway power station; 
Croydon electricity works; Metropolitan Electricity Supply 
Co.; Calcutta eleotricity station; Sunderland Corporation Elec- 
tricity Department (4 sete). 


A Motor-Driven Hack 8aw.—We illustrate herewith 
a quick-cutting eccentric sawing machine made by Messrs. Edward 
G. Herbert, Ltd., of Cornbrook Park Works, Manchester. The 
machine has an eccentric on the main shaft on which the guides of 
the saw frame are mounted, the eccentric beiag so geared as to 
make a part of a revolution after every 20 strokes of the saw. 
The inclination of the saw is thus changed periodically, and the 
cutting speed is greatly increased as compared with the ordinary 
hack saw. The cutting speed is further increased by running the 
machine at double the ordinary speed, aud using a rotary pump to 
supply the blade with water. The machine illustrated below is the 
No. 2 size, capable of cutting bars and girders up to 12 x 8 in., and the 
motor, which is fixed in an inverted position under the bed, is of 
the fally enclosed constant speed type, specially wound for a speed 
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Morog-DRRIVEN Hack Saw. 


of 600 revolutions, and gives 1 нр. at that speed. The power 
required is very small. The machine is driven direct from the 
motor by chain gearing, having a ratio of 6 to 1, making the speed 
of the machine 100 revolutions per minute. As all the necessary 
switches are attached to it, the machine is entirely self-contained 
and portable. An eyebolt is provided for lifting it by the crane. 
Power can be taken from the lighting cables by means of a flexible 
conductor and lampbolder plug. This machine is suitable for 
engineering works where electric driving is in force, and also for 
iron merchants and others who have no shafting; structural engi- 
neers, also, will find it a useful tool to have working on the 
job. 


Dissolutions and  Liquidations.— Messrs. L. I. 
Robinson and R. G. W. Ellis (Lionel Robinson & Co, electrical 
engineers and instrument makers, 9, Carteret Street, Westminster) 
have dissolved partnership. 

Messrs. L. Barlow and J. Young (Barlow & Young, electrical 
and general engineers, 8, London Street, E.C.) have dissolved 
partnership. Mr. Barlow attends to debts and continues the busi- 
ness uoder the old title. | | 

Messrs. A. Blatter and R. G. Goatcher (Alfred Slatter & Goatcher, 
art metal workers and electrical engineers, Buckingham Street, 
Strand, and Peckham) have dissolved partnership. 

The members of G. F. Milnes & Co., Ltd., resolved on August 
18th to wind up voluntarily, and Mr. Max Meyer, of Hadley, near 
Wellington, was appointed liquidator. Creditors muet send par- 
ticulars to him by October 15th. 

Messrs. O. Rennert, P. Hensel and F. J. Zelzer (P. Hensel and 
Co., electrical specialities manufacturers, 12, Long Lane, E.O.) 
have dissolved partnership. Messrs. Rennert &  Hensel will 
continue the business under the old style, and will attend to 
debta. 


For Sale.—The (Glasgow Corporation invites offers for 
the purchase of copper strip, wire, lead and scrap iron, at the 
electricity department stores. See advertisement pages. 


Electric Trams Trust, Ltd.—before Mr. Justice 
Walton, sitting as vacation judge in the High Court of Justice, on 
Wednesday, & petition was presented by Mr. W. Bratby for the 
compulsory winding up of the Electric Tramways Trust, Ltd.— 
Counsel for the petitioner said he had only received the affidavit 
of the respondente on the previous day, and he asked for an adjourn- 
ment for a week in order to answer it. —Mr. Bramwell Davis, K.C., 
said the company was in voluntary liquidation, and he appeared for 
the liquidator, and did not object.— The hearing of the petition 
was adjourned accordingly. 


Boiler-Covering Composition.—In reference to our 
recent note on the new destructor works erected by Messrs. Man- 
love, Alliott & Co., Ltd., for the Nottingham Corporation, Messrs. 
F. Leroy & Co., of Manchester, covered the boilers, steam pipes, 
&c., with their patent non-conducting composition. 


Small Motors.—Some little time ago Messrs. Crompton 
and Co., Ltd., of Chelmsford, decided to give greater attention to 
the supply of small motors for domestic and industrial purposes. 
They had previously manufactured such motors in small quantities, 
but in view of the increasing demand resulting from the great 
accession of small power users throughout the country, and believing 
that the business would be even greater but for the high market 
price, the firm thought that by availing themselves to the full of the 
modera machinery with which the Arc Works are equipped, they 
could tara out a cheaper motor in large quantities without in any 
way interfering with the quality of workmanship and materials 


CROMPTON & Co.'s SMALL. MOTORS. 


employed in the construction. In the accompanying picture we 
give a view of one of the departments, from which a rough idea 
may be gained of the quantities in which they are turning these 
motors out at present. It is claimed that by manufacturing in such 
large quantities the requirement as to price has been met, and the 
motors are built and tested with precisely the same care as are the 
larger machines. The company has issued two small pocket price 
cards of continuous-current enclosed ventilated motors from ł up 
to 40 H.P. for 100—110 and 200—220 volts. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Mkssns. H. V. KRAMER & Co., 
of Locksbrook, Bath, have sent us one of their new catalogues of 
electrical machinery and apparatus. It consists of numerous sheets 
which have been caught together in the usual convenient way, 
allowing additions to be easily made. There is no constructional 
or general information given respecting the different lines of 
machinery, the lista being in the main a collection of illustrations 
of standard motors and generators, motor combinations, a new type 
of electric furnace for rivets suitable for shipbuilding and engi- 
neering yards, and portable electric motor braces: such ав are 
already being used by a number of such yards in the country. The 
firm's patent ball bearings having been so successful with smaller 
motors and generators, аге now supplied with the larger machives, 
and among the рокта is ап 80-н.р. D.C. ball-bearing motor; 
another of the illustrations shows the driving of embroidery 
machines by small separate three-phase motors also with ball 

i Messrs. Kramer claim that separate driving is more 
economical than group driving, if such devices are adopted. 

Messrs. Bar, MABEHAM & Reiss, Lro., of Walthamstow, have 
brought out a set of price sheets giving a full description of their 
switchgear manufactures. No. 1 is devoted to their double-pole 
switches ; No. 2 and 3 particularise their ratchet type starters ; and 
No. 4 is entitled “ A few points about the ' B. M.R.' manufactures." 

Messrs. D. H. BoNNELLA & Son, LrD., of Mortimer Street, W., 
have placed before us a copy of their new list, dealing with electric 
bells, accessories, electro-medical apparatus, small electric novelties, 

g tube fittings, and so forth. Nearly every article which is 
included in the 50 pages of this list is pictorially shown. 
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Mxssns. ALLEY & MACLELLAN, Lrp., of Sentinel Works, Glasgow, 
havegsent u& a copy of their new high speed engine catalogue, 
No. 17 E; it describes their latest pattern of double-acting forced 
lubrication engine for dynamo driving, &c., a considerable number 
of which are now in hand for Corporation and other orders A 
splendid collection of half-tone process blocks are distributed over 
the 46 pp., being made from photographs of 400-H.P. engines which 
they have supplied for the Gravesend electric lighting station ; 
similar size engines for Mansfield station; a 750-н.р. tandem 
compound engine which was supplied to drive a 440-xw. single- 
phase alternator at the Burton-on-Trent electricity works; a 
250-H. p. tandem compound engine driving an alternator at Prescot 
electric light station; also other Sentinel" engines at Rhyl. The 
book also contains pictures and a description of forced draught 
apparatus, condensing plants, air compressors, pumps, hoisting 
machines, &c. The closing pages contain useful tabulated parti- 
culars of engineering interest, such as H.P. data respecting cotton 
and leather belt driving at various speeds, properties of circles, and 
metric equivalents. 

Mr. A. H. В. Dyer, electrical engineer, of Stansted, Essex, is 
making a speciality of building commutators for the trade, and he 
has issued a small list giving a brief specification. He states that 
he has some 3,000 different types of comniutator bars to offer, and 
sets out some of the reasons why the trade should purchase com- 
mutators ready to connect to armature windings. 

Mzssnps. W. F. Dixon & Co., of C.-on-M., Manchester, have issued 
& new circular respecting their Buffalo raw-hide silent gears. 
Instanees are quoted of their pinions which have been running 
140 hours per week at 800 and 900 revolutions, developing 40 в.н.Р. 


and upwards, for more than four years, are still running well, and 


promise to remain in good condition for several years yet. 

An August list just issued by the LaNcASHIBE DYNAMO AND 
Мотов Co., of Trafford Park, fully details and illustrates the con- 
struction of their two and four-pole machines; outputa, speeds, 
prices, code words and so forth, being set out in table form. Fall 
dimensional and shipping data is given. 

We have received from the AgMORDUCT IMPROVED ELECTRIC 
Сохротт Co., of Newcastle, a copy of their newly-issued catalogue 
(illustrated and priced) relating to the Armorduct system; “ Armor- 
duct" is claimed to be a high-grade welded steel tube which, by its 
bending qualities and the use of screwed couplings, ensures a per- 
manent non-corrodible and waterproof duct for the electrioal con- 
ductors. The company's manufacturing process enables them to 
obtain a gun-barrel smoothness in its interior, whilst the moisture 
and acid-proof enamel with which it is treated has such tenacity 
that 16 does not chip or flake off during installation. The fittings, 
such as boxes, bends, elbows and tees, &c., have been designed with 
& view to reducing and simplifying labour and effecting a saving in 
first cost aud time of erection. 

The LIVERPOOL ErmorRIO Caste Co., Lrp., has a revised price 
list of electric light wires and cables ready for issue. 

A catalogue (No. 15) of tools for cutting screw threads has been 
received from the J. M. CARPENTER ТАР AND Drs Co., of Paw- 
tucket, U. S.A. 

Messrs. JAMES C. Kay & Co., of Phoenix Foundry, Bury, Lancs., 
are now placing upon the Indian and Eastern market, Hull’s patent 
oilless Punkah wheels, of which circulars have been issued. 

The Ввітізн THomson-Houston Co., Lrp., has issued pamphlet 
No. 150, dealing with its patent horizontal cylinder air com- 
pon for electric train equipment. It is well illustrated, as 
usual. 

We have received from MB. Janes Munchkin, of Glasgow, a price 
list of square head cap pointed set screws. He has taken over the 
engineering department of the business of Dexter & Co., of High 
Wycombe, who have manufactured these screws for the past 20 
years. 

Messrs. GABRIEL. & ANGENAULT, of 15, Victoria Street, S. W., 
have issued а pamphlet relating to their insulating materials 
roburine and mineralite. A number of pictures show the works 
where the roburine is mixed, crushed, moulded, &c. A summary 
of experiments made as to insulating capacity is given, and a 
number of pagesshow parts of batteries, overhead trolley material, 
arc lamps, бс. 

Circular No. 60 just published by Messrs. VrEnrrYs, LTD., is 
devoted to their stock lines of switches, cut-outs, wall shoes, lamp- 
holders, ceiling roses, distribution boards, and ornamental elec- 
trical accessories. In all cases clear illustrations and dimensional 
particulars, with prices, appear. The latest type of ‘‘ Peard” 
patent motor and house-service fuse is described. 

We have received from the ACCUMULATOR AND Motor Con- 
STRUCTION Co., Ltp, of 11, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C., 
an illustrated price list of their “ A.M.C." stationary cells for all 
rates of discharge up to 1,300 amperes for three hours, and booster 
batteries discharging up to 2,430 amperes for one hour. The plates 
are made on the Boese system, with formed positives and pasted 
negatives. A sample of the former has been sent to us, which shows 
the ingenious manner in which the maximum active surface is 
obtained, while retaining mechanical strength and freedom of 
circulation of the electrolyte through the plates. A number of 
reports made by various Continental authorities on these cells 
accom panied the price list. The reports are exceedingly favourable, 
and generally show an ampere-hour efficiency, under normal con- 
ditions, from 93 to 97 per cent., and a watt-hour eflicienoy of 77 to 
over 80 per cent. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—The public examination of 
Noel Francis Nalder, electrical engineer, was held last week at the 
London Bankruptsy Court before Mr. Registrar Linklater, tho 
accounts showing total liabilities £10,218 5з. 10d, of which 
£8,782 15s. 10d. ara expected to rank, and assets of no realisable 
value. In reply to Mr. Н. E. Burgess, Assessor aud Official 


| Receiver, the debtor stated that he commenced business as an 


electrical engineer in 1893 in partnership with a Mr. Harrison, at 

House, Great Newport Street, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C., 
with a capital of £2,500, provided by witness. After trading 
for 18 months the business had increased considerably, and more 
capital being required, it was converted into the Nalder and 
Harrison Construction Syndicate, Ltd., with a nominal capital of 
£15,000. Witness acted as managing director of the company until 
it was wound up in April, 1896, because the business was not profit- 
able, and the expenses were in excess of the profits. After the 
winding up witness and a Mr. Hilton acquired the electrical part 
of the syndicate's business, and in 1897 they formed Nalder and 
Hilton, Ltd., with a nominal capital of £20,000, to take it over. 
He (debtor) acted as managing director, at a salary of £150 a year, 
of that company, but it also came to grief in 1899, the expenses 
proving too much for the profits. He had also been conn with 
other companies outside the electrical trade, and he attributed his 
insolvency largely to loss and liabilities incurred in connection 
with those promotions, but primarily to losses in establishing and 
carrying on the electrical manufacturing businesses. His personal 
expenses had been at the rate of about £600 or £700 a year. Mr. 
Е. О. Willis appeared for the debtor, whose examination was 
ordered to be concluded. 


Holidays in Germany.—“ Holidays in North Germany 
and the Harz Mountains,” is the title of the latest phlet issued 
from 30, Fleet Street, E. O., in Mr. Percy Lindley'sseries. It describes 
the attractions of Berlin and the interesting old towns of Brunswick, 
Hanover, Hildesheim, &., and the picturesque and little-known 
Hars Mountains District, also the greatly increased facilities that 
now exist for getting there. 


Trade Announcements.—The business of Stern Bros. 
has, as from Jane 17th last, been converted into a company, the 
Btern-Sonneborn Oil Co., ia which Messrs. I. Stern, L Stsrn and 
I. Sonneborn are directors, and will continue their same active 
interest in the business. No change has been made ia the personnel 
of the firm or its officers, and Messrs. Wallach Bros., of 57, Grace- 
church Street, E.C., will continue to act as the general managers for 
Great Britain and Colonies. 

The B.T.H. Co. has recently organised a new department termed 
the Local Companies Department to handle its extensive busi- 
ness in connection with traction, lighting and power schemes in 
various parts of the country, and has appointed as manager of this 
department, Mr. A. W. Jones, who has been on the B.T.H. Co.'s 
staff since its formation, and for the past three years has acted as 
assistant manager. 

The business of Sybry, Searls & Co., manufacturers of tool and 
other steels, of Cannon Street Works, Sheffield, has been converted 
into a limited liability company. Mr. V. F. J. Tlach has been 
appointed managing director, and Mr. E. C. Ibbotson, F. C. S., will 
undertake the management of the works. 

Messrs. Smithson Sharpe & Oo., of Chase Street, Red Bank, 
Manchester, have built new centrally situated premises which are 
fitted with every convenience for rapid and economical handling of 
goods. They have removed as from September 1st to their new 
works in Sykes Street, Chester Road, Hulme, Manchester. 
They make a speciality of quick repairs to all kinds of arc 
lamps. They have lately supplied 70 odd of their patent arc lamp 
elevators for the Stuart Street generating station at Manchester. 

Messrs. Robert Bowran & Co., of 3, St. Nicholas’ Buildings, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been appointed sole agents for the 
Northern Counties for the Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd., of 
Stratford, London, E. 


Books Received.—“ Treatise on Thermo-dynamics,” by 
Dr. Max Planck, translated by Alexander Ogg. London: Longmans, 
Green & Co. 1903. 78. 6d. net. 

“The Art of Illumination, by Louis Bell, Ph.D. London: Arch. 
Constable & Oo., Ltd. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers, List of Officers and Members, 
corrected to June 30th, 1903. 

" Practical Construction of Electric Tramways,” by W. R. Bowker. 
London: E. & Е. ЇЧ. Spon, 125, Strand. Price бв. net. 


For Sale.—The plant and stock of the Electric Motive 
Power Oo., Ltd., Caistor Road, Balham, is to be pat up for sale by 
auction on the 18th inst. 


American Electrical Exports.—The value of the 
exports of electrical appliances, including telegraph and telephone 
instruments, from the United States during the ]2 months ending 
with June last amounted to £841,323, as compared with only 
£726,351 in the precediog year. Of electrical machinery the 
exports during the fiscal year 1902—1903 were valued at £1,155,891, 
as contrasted with £1,075,949 in 1901—1902. The United Kingdom 
is by far the largest customer for American electrical machinery, 
having taken £451,212 of the total, but it is noteworthy that the 
shipments to this country are decliniog. Canada comes second on 
the list, followed by Mexico and Japan. 


The Tariff Question.— On September 16th, Messrs. 
P. 8. King & Son will publish a book on the Tariff Question, by 
Prof. W. J. Ashley, Dean of the Faculty of Commerce at the Univer- 
sity of Birmingham, of which university Mr. Chamberlain is Chan- 
cellor. The author is in general sympathy with the Colonial Secre- 
tary's proposals, but goes deeply into the economic considerations 
involved, and his work, while aiming at being quite scientific in 
spirit, will be addressed in style to the general educated public. 
The book will be issued at a popular price, and will, no doubt, be 
widely read. : 
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ELECTRIO LIGHTING AND TRACTION AT 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA. 


WE once heard a municipal dignitary, in making a speech at 
an inaugural banquet, assure his hearers that “they never 
did anything in a hurry,” a statement which, we imagine, 
will not tax the credulity of our readers; to a great 
extent this remark applied until recently to the develop- 
ments in municipal electrical work at Southend-on-Sea. :--« 

The great popularity of all the watering places round the 
mouth of the Thames, and of Southend in particular, with 
its enormous crowds of holiday-makers, renders the pro- 
vision of electric light and tramways almost obligatory, and 
a short account of these developments in the latter place will 
probably be of interest to our readers. 

After passing through the vicissitudes of an undecided 
mind fer several years, the Corporation finally applied for a 
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The generating station and car-shed are situated on a piece 
of land lying off the London Road, which is also utilised 
as a Corporation depót. 

The station buildings contain engine and boiler houses, 
battery room, workshop, test rooms, and offices. 

The engine room measures 85 ft. 6 in. x 45 ft. 6 in., 
and, contrary to the general rule, it has an exceedingly 
plaiu interior. In it are installed four engines and generators, 
of which the two larger are of the vertical compound Corliss 
type, with the generator situated between the high and 
low-pressure cylinders. Both engines and generators were 
originally built by Messrs. Bow, McLachlan, of Paisley, but 
did not come up to the specification, so that eventually 
portions of the engines were rebuilt by Messrs, John 
Musgrave & Sons, Bolton. : 

The generators are eight-pole ырай wound machines, 
running at 110 revolutions per minute; they have slot- 
wound armatures, mounted on a spider on the crankshaft. 


Ушу or Ename Room; SouTHEND EnEcTRIOITY WORKS. 


Light Railway Order in November, 1898, which was 
granted, and subsequently in May, 1902, a farther Order 
was similarly approved for an extension. The system of 
light railways, some 6} miles in length, was opened in July, 
1901, and connects Leigh, Westcliffe and Southend ; 
extensions will shortly be taken in hand towards Shoe- 
baryness. 

The contract for the whole equipment, including the 
generating plant, was placed with Messrs. Dutilh-Smith, 
M'Milan & Со.; the generating plant has since been 


added to and utilised for the lighting system, which 


жав organised and laid down by Mr. Heenan on his 
appointment to the position of borongh electrical and tram- 
ways engineer in December, 1901. 

The rapid progress which the lighting department has, 
made since that date has fully loaded the existing plant 
and the Corporation have applied to the Local Government 
Board for their sanction to the borrowing of a further 
£20,000 for the purpose of extensions, 


‘of 150 amperes. 


The normal output is 200 Kw., but the machines were 
specified to give a 50 per cent. overload for two hours, or 
а momentary overload of 100 per cent. 

The other generating sets are Willans three-cylinder 
compound engines, one coupled direct to a Bruce Peebles 
125-kw. multipolar compound-wound dynamo, running at 
360 revolutions per minute, and the other coupled direct to 
a Crompton multipolar compound- wound generator, giving 
225 Kw. at full load. It is intended to put down a farther 
set of 350-Kw. capacity in connection with the extensions. 

In front of the switchboard are positive and negative 
battery-charging boosters, by Messrs, Crompton & Oo., each 
capable of giving 90 amperes at 100 volts when running at 
a speed of 1,000 revs. per min., and a balancer, also by the 
same firm, constructed to deal with an out-of-balance load 
These machines are bipolar, and run at 
950 revs. per min. 

At the end of the switchboard there is a 72-K w. motor- 
generator, by Messrs. Crompton & COo., consistingtof two 
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multipolar machines, for voltages of 460 and 500 
respectively. 

This machine is utilised for running the tramways off the 
battery in the early morning and at periods of light load, 
and conversely for feeding the lighting side from the trac- 
tion bus-bars. 

The switchboard, which is situated on a gallery about 6 ft. 
above the engine-room floor level, and on the opposite side to 
the boiler house, is constructed of grey marble, the trac- 
tion panels being on the right, the lighting panels on the 
left, and the battery panels in the centre. 
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View oF VICTORIA AVENUE AND LONDON RoAD Tramway CROSSING. 


There are four traction feeder panels, equipped with cir- 
cuit-breakers, ammeters, knife switches and watt-hour meters; 
a Board of Trade panel containing the usual instruments ; 
three power feeder panels, controlling motor circuits, one 
motor being coupled to a three-throw pump on the sea 
front, which is used for pumping sea water up to a water 
tower adjacent to the generating station, and two others 
are used for driving the water chute and revolving stairway. 

There are four machine panels, con- 
taining circuit-breakers, ammeters, 
change-over switches, B.T.H. watt- 
hour meters and minimum cut-outs ; 
and a motor-generator panel, the top 
half being on the traction and the 
other half on the lighting bus-bars. | 

In the centre of the board are the 
battery, booster and balancer panels, 
equipped with change-over and starting 
switches for the boosters and balancer ; 
starting switches, volt and ammeters, 
and battery switch levers, operating 
through a horizontal spindle and bevel- 
wheels on to the battery switches fixed 
to the wall behind the board ; and to 
the extreme left of the board are 10 
lighting feeder panels equipped with 
ammeters, knife switches, B.T.H. watt- 
hour meters, &c. 

There is also a small subsidiary 
switchboard on the engine-room floor 
for controlling the station and car- 
shed lighting circuite, and the feed 
pump and oooling tower fan motors. 
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The British Thomson-Houston Co. were the contractors - 


for the whole of the switchboard with the exception of the 
battery and balancer panels, which were supplied by Messrs. 
Crompton & Co. 

The engine room is spanned by a 20-ton hand crane, 
worked by ropes from the floor level, and constructed by the 
Chatteris Engineering Co. The boiler house, 85 ft. 6 in. 
long and 45 ft, wide, is situated at the side of the engine 
house, and one end, which serves a8 a pump and condenser 
house, is partitioned off from the boilers. 


There are three Economic boilers by Mesars. Davey, Paxman 
and Oo., of Colchester, each capableof evaporating 6,000 Ibs. of 
water per hour, and it is intended to add another one of 10,000 
lbs. evaporation capacity when the extensions are varried out. 

The boiler-feeding arrangements include injectors fitted 
to each boiler, and two Blake-Knowles three-throw pumps, 
coupled to 4-H.p. Holmes ironclad motors, running at 
1,000 revolutions per minute. Each pump is capable of 
supplying 1,250 gallons per hour. Coal bunkers of 80 tons 
capacity have been arranged in front of the boilers with a 
cart road immediately over. 

The arrangement of steam piping 
consists of an 8-in. diameter main, with 
branches to all the boilers and engines, 
and a separate branch from each boiler 
to the nearest engine. The branches 
are 5 in. diameter; the whole of the 
steam piping is of wrought-steel, with 
cast-steel tees, and was supplied by 
Messrs. Aitken. The valves are of 
Hopkinson’s well-known make. 

The exhaust from the engines is 
arried in a 14-in. cast-iron pipe, laid 
inder the engine room floor, to a 
Wheeler Admiralty pattern condenser, 
with the usual steam-driven pumps 
underneath, situated in the pump 
room. "This is capable of dealing with 
15,000 Ibs. of steam per hour, and the 
top rows of tubes are arranged as a 
feed-water heater. An atmospheric ex- 
haust pipe, 22 iu. diameter, of riveted 
iron plate, is carried up through the 
boiler house roof, the connection to the 
main exhaust being made through a 
horizontal Blake-Knowles relief valve. 

An oil filter is inserted in the 
exhaust pipe adjacent to the condenser, 
and is connected by a 2-in. pipe with a reservoir below, 
from which the oil is emptied at regular intervals. As 
the question of freeing the feed water, from the oil which 
comes over in the exhaust steam, has excited a good deal of 
inquiry among municipal electrical engineers, it is interesting 
to note that Mr. Heenan finds his oi] separator sufficiently 
efficient in practice, to enable the water in the hot well to-be 
pumped direct into the, boilers. The water, in the first 


———————— 
* E L s 
Ae — —— бу - Ч»^ 2а с 1. 


1 


- "T 
Em 


“„ г . 
ИЧ ол “7 toe 


WoRLDAO BATTERY; SOUTHEND ELEctTRIcCITY WOBRBES, 


instance, both for boiler-feeding and condensing purposes, 
is drawn from the town’s supply, a reserve of several 
thousand gallons being held in supplementary feed tanks. 

For steam and electrical testing purposes, a measuring 
tank in the pump room, and water resistances connected to 
the switchboard, are provided. 

At the end of the boiler house is situated a workshop, 
equipped with modern tools and a smithy. Over this 
building is situated a Wheeler-Barnard cooling tower, 
nominally capable of dealing with 15,000 lbs. of water 
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per hour, the tank under the tower forming the roof 
of the building. The cooling tower fan is belt-driven from 
a Lundell 15-H.P. motor situated in the pump room. 

The battery installed in connection with this plant is of 
more than ordinary interest, being, in fact, the successful 
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Ромите plate 99" x Bg" x 1", ns 61bs.; average rate of discharge, 14:5 
amps.; average potential, 1:9 volts; total capacity, 116°5 amp.-hours; 
gre neo 91606; over 10 months’ working, 92 per cent.; total watt- 

ours, . 


DiscHABGE CURVE o» 5-PLATR WoRLDAO CELL. 
Plates taken out of Southend Battery after more than 300 
discharges. 


forerunner of а new type called the Worldac, invented and 
designed by Mr. A. Schanschieff, of the World's New 
Accumulator Co., of 32, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The defects of the paste type of cell have engrossed the 


attention of inventors for many years, with only indifferent 
results, In Mr. Schanschieff’s cell, however, the knowledge 
gained from extended experimenta has been embodied, 
and the patent interlocking grid, composed of two grids 
rivetted together with the paste in between, effectually pre- 
vents the latter from falling out. The patent active 
material algo largely contributes to the successful results so 
far obtained, combining as it does, internal porosity with 
external hardness and solidity. Any expansion in the paste 
is internal, and consequently the plates do not grow.“ 
Two batteries, each consisting of 132 of these cells, have 
been running on the Sonthend lighting and tramways 
systems since September, 1902. The cells are of glass, and 
contain 31 plates each, with a capacity of 750 ampere-hours 
when discharging at a rate of 75 amperes, or 600 ampere- 
hours, at the rate of 120 amperes. 
— We. understand from Mr. Heenan, the borough electrical 
engineer, that he has obtained an average efficiency of 92 
per cent. from the battery during the past 10 months, 
Among other points in favour of this type of cell, which 
have received ample confirmation at Southend, are the 
exceptionally large capacity, equalling 60 to 70 ampere- 


LIGHTING AND T'RACTION SwITOHBOARD8; BALANCER, MOTOR-QENERATOB, ÈC., SOUTHEND ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


hours, as compared with 30 to 50 ampere-hours per 
100 sq. in. of positive plate commonly obtained ; the ability 
to rapidly charge and discharge it; in fact, a case of acci- 
dental short-circuiting recently occurred to this battery 
without in any way injuring it; the small amount cf atten- 


tion necessary, no appreciable deposit being present after 
many months of work. This cell would appear to possess 
many advantages for other than stationary work, and we 
understand that ita capabilities for road traction have been 
satisfactorily demonstrated. The combination of such valu- 
able features as large capacity, unlimited range of charge 
and discharge, with a construction of grid which appears 
well able to withstand the effects of vibration, should com- 
mend itself to those interested in the future of electric traction. 

The station buildings also comprise а suite of offices for 
the staff, and a test room fitted with a potentiometer. 

The system of mains covers some 114 miles of streets, 
Callender’s vulcanised cable laid in bitumen being employed. 
Four triple-concentric feeders, two of 8, 3, 125 вд. in., 
and two °25, “25, 125 вд. in. section, supply the distribut- 
ing main, which is *125, 125, *06 sq. in., triple-concentric 
throughout. 

There аге 322 consumers on the supply, and the equivalent 
lamp connections amount to 27,700. 


Average current 140 amps.; average potential 1°98 volts; average en 


ergy, 270 
watts; total time of discharge, 1 hr. 5 mins. ; total capacity in power, 
151:35 amp.-hours; total capacity in energy, 292-1 watt-hours; area of 
each plate, 88 sq. in. 


DiscHABGE Curve or 11l-PLATE WoRrDaC CELL. 


There are also 60 10-ampere Brockie-Pell arc lamps in 

e for lighting the principal street& The arclamp columns 
are painted with metallic 
aluminium paint, and 
present an exceedingly 
clean and bright ap- 
pearance, a feature 
which we commend to 
other towns as well 
worth copying. 

The maximum light- 
ing and traction loads 
have reached 385 KW 
and 335 Kw.  respec- 
tively, but they do not, 
of course, occur at the 
same time. 

The total capital ex- 
pended on the generat- 
ing plant and cables 
amounts to £54,000, 
but the increasing de- 
mand for the electric 
light in the district will 
necessitate this amount 
being largely increased 
during the next year. 
The amount expended 
on the light railways 
and plant amcunte to 
£67,847, and this also 
will be increased when 

‚ the Shoeburyness exten- 
sions are taken in hand. 

The light railway system, as previously mentioned, was 
constructed with the generating station under the original 
contract by Messrs. Dutilh-Smith, McMillan & Co. 

The gauge of track adopted is 3 ft. 6 in. ; the rails are of 
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the girder type and weigh 90 lbs. per yard, and the usual 
ы да ада а concrete bed has been adopted ; Basaltic 
lava setts being employed between the rails and for the 
margins. The overhead work formed a sub-contract under- 
taken by Messrs. Lowden Bros., Dundee. Steel telescopic 
poles, 95, 85 and 74 diameter are used, and bracket-arm con- 
struction. The trolley wire is double throughout, and 000 
S. W. G. in size. The overhead work has, to a certain extent, 
been rebuilt on more modern lines. | 

Before this occurred, one of the principal crossings in 
the town had acquired the soubriquet of Cobweb Corner,” 
the suggestiveness of which cannot be denied. 

The rolling stock consists of 17 cars, equipped by the 
B.T.H. Co. and Brush Co. There are two single deck 
cars, each seating 20 persons ; 5 bogie, and 10 single truck 


CaAR-SHED; SOUTHEND ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 


four-wheel cars, with seating accommodation for 58 and 88 
respectively. 

The car-shed adjoins the boiler house at the generating 
station, and contains 4 tracks, under which pits bave 
been constructed for examination and repairs. Accom- 
modation is provided for 24 cars, and the shed is shortly to 
be extended. 

The traction feeder cables were, as in the case of the 
lighting, supplied by Messrs. Callender, and are laid solid, in 
earthen troughs, all of them being 2 sq. in. in section. 
The cables are led into section pillars, from which the over- 
head line is fed at the usual half-mile intervals. 

There are 74 miles of route, constructed as single track 
with turnonts, and a further 84 miles will be added if the 
Shoeburyness extension is carried out. The maximum 
gradient is 1 in 18. 

In conclusion, our thanks are due to Mr. W. E. J. 
Heenan, the electrical engineer, and his staff, for their 
courteous assistance rendered in the preparation of this 
article, and for the accompanying photographic views of the 
different departments, which were taken for us by Mr. J. 
Milton, the mains superintendent. 


A NEW ENGLISH CAR, 


BEFORE we looked at the signature we knew that the latest 
solution of the “loading and unloading " difficulty was by a 
real solid Englishman. He was hall-marked by his English. 
-None but an Englishman could have juggled so wonderfully 
with the national language. 

Many years ago we gave up the notion that a fortune 
might be ready for the making im one of the miraculous 
inventions of which we receive gratuitous descriptions by 
every post, but we still read any which seem to promise a 
little mirth for our pains. 

However, even an earnest desire to smile in was 
insufficient to carry our dizzy brain through the first closely- 
written foolscap page of the letter about loading and unload- 
ing; and, having been brought up “all standing” by the 


` interior ek 


following sentence, we handed the letter to the latest office 
boy, whose tramway experience has been gained on the 
bumpers of cars when the conductor was not looking. 

*'The long experience I have had with tramways I fail 
to see especially now that electric traction is in force which 
has increased tramway traffic and that, larger cars are used 
where this uncivilised way of loading and unloading cars 
with only an entrance for entering and leaving either at a 
terminus or along the route, ап army of policemen cannot 
improve it especially cars with the reverse staircases pas- 
sengers going outside obstruct others from going into the 
Many а man has succumbed under a lighter 
sentence than that. 

If that sentence were boiled down, we thiuk it would be 
found that the writer is angry at the absence of a * going-out 
entrance " on the usual car. 

— The office boy says, in a corrected form: Mr. ——— seems 
to have invented not only a car, but passengers as well, of a 
construction as peculiar as his sentences—if, indeed, that 
which is chaotic can be said to have any construction—for 
he speaks of the chief obstruction to loading, &c., being 
* the disorderly public in entering and leaving the cars, 


` because there is nothing to regulate them on the platforms, 


for instance if there was only one footpath to each road, the 
obstruction would be * ike a tramcar entrance pushing each 
other about." The italicised sentence is shown off by 
inverted commas in the original. The imaginative Mr. 
Wells has made our flesh creep (strictly out of office hours) 
by his picture of Martian monsters, but he must yield the 
palm of originality to this gentleman, who sees men as 
tramcar entrances, pushing each other about. 

After that vision, what was there to surprise in the state- 
ment that to improve loading and unloading, there must 
be some regulation at the entrance so that passingers can 
pass each other like two tramcars." 

The inventor seems to live in an atmosphere of oaths, and 
he speaks so feelingly of the conductor that possibly he is 
one of that long-suffering ban 

* On a single track a car has to wait on the loop for the 
other car to pass, and if a careless driver meets a car on the 
single line, you have to wait till they have finished swearing 
at each other, just like the present and old-fashioned tramcar 
entrances, you have to wait till the passengers leave before 
you can enter, and if a person gets on the step while another 
is a getting off, wait till they have finished swearing at each 
other, especially where the conductor is wedged against the 
staircase powerless to interfer; but if he is able to, and 
pushee the person off becase he won't get off the step, he 
receives а punch on the nose for doing his duty.” What a 
truly shocking and un-Christian state of affairs is disclosed 
here. А few Salvation Army stalwarts appear to be wanted 
rather than any mitigating invention by the gentleman who 
must have had all the English knocked out of him on the 
badly-conducted system which has roused him to such a 
pitch of incoherent ink-spilling. 

As for the new car, the description is sufficiently nebulous 
and characteristically worded. Briefly, there are three side- 
entrances, and when the car is unloaded the three entrances 
would be used for entering,” which in itself is an admirable 
scheme, although what follows seems difficult; < із 
means four could enter the interior and both staircases at 
one time... ." Somewhere in the same sentence it „ів 
suggested that one end could be used for inside smokers.” 
Үз the name of Munchausen what frightfu] creatures are 

ege ? 


The American Street Railway Association.—The 
annual meeting of this Association opened at Saratoga Springs, N.Y 
on Wednesday, and closes to-day. The following papers were down 
for reading :— 

* Electric Welded Joints.” 

“The Evils of Maintenance and Champerty in Personal Injury 
Cases.” 

“ Train Orders and Train Signals on Interurban Roads.” 

“Freight and Express on Electric Railways.” 

“The Manufacture and Distribution of Alternating Currents for 
City Systems.” 

“ Comparative Merits of Single and Double-Truck Cars for City 

ce. 9 


Ве : 
“The Right of Way.” 


| 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—The Т.О. proposes to adopt a 
scheme for letting electric motors out on hire. 


Aylesbury.—The B. of T. has revoked the electric 
lighting order. 


Bideford.—The Council has decided that the persons 
who had stated their intention to apply for a provisional order for 
the installation of the electric light shall be informed that the 
Council cannot give their consent as they intended themselves to 
apply for an order. 


Breeon.— The B. of T. has revoked the electric lighting 
order. 


Buenos Ayres.—The electrical works of the Primitiva 
Co. have been leased to the German Co. for a period of 41 years, on 
the payment of £30,000 per annum; but, on the completion of 
that period, the works will pass into the possession of the -German 
Co. without further payment. The latter, which now practically 
controls the whole of the electric lighting works in Buenos Ayres, 
and also owns the Metropolitan Tramway in that city, was able, 
for the first time, to pay a dividend last year. 


Clydebank.—The plebiscite papers have been sent out 
by the T.C. to decide the question whether ithe people of Clyde- 
bank are or are not in favour of the burgh carrying out its own 
electric light provisional order, obtained two years ago ; differences 
of opinion exist as to whether the lighting should be done by the 
burgh ifself or handed over to the Clyde Valley Electric Power 
Co., who have been in negotiation with the Council on the subject. 
The papers sent ont to the public containe l some facts and figures 
on the results obtained by several burghs of a like size with Clyde- 
bank which had set up their own generating stations, ss well as 
extracts from the report of Messrs. Kincaid, Waller, Manville and 
Dawson, of London, who were asked by the Council to visit 
Clydebank and give an opinion on the subject of the establishing 
of a combined dust destructor and electric power house. 


Dublin.—As a result of the special meeting of the 
Municipal Council to consider the reports on the electric lighting 
of Clontarf and the extra expenditure in connection with Mr. 
Hammond's scheme, after much discussion both reports were 
adopted. 


Eccles.—The Lighting and Electricity Committee of 
the Т.С. has reduced the price of electricity for lighting purposes 
from 6d. to 4d. per unit. 


Fleetwood.—There is trouble brewing between the 
Fleetwood Council and the Electric Lighting Syndicate. Mr. 
Oswin Hanson, the resident engineer to the syndicate, has written 
to the Highways Committee with reference to the non-supply of 
electric energy to the public lamps in Radcliffe Road and other 
streets in the district. In that letter Mr. Hanson states :—'' The 
Receiver and myself have very carefully considered this matter, 
and as the return does not warrant the expenditure on mains and 
roadwork, we have decided not to extend the public lighting 
system beyond what is necessary to fulfil our obligations." The 
Committee recommend that the clerk be authorised to prepare all 
requisite notices and requisitions, and to serve the same upon the 
syndicate, requiring the latter to lay down mains, and to supply 
electrical energy for lighting public lamps in the streets named, 
under the powers contained in the Fleetwood Electric Lighting 
Order, 1890. 


Gloucester.—The Corporation has made application to 
the B. of T. fora prov. order to authorise the Corporation to supply 
and distribute electricity for public and private purposes within 
the area of the Gloucester R.D.C., or some part thereof, and the 
R.D.C. was asked to pass a resolution on the matter. 


Guildford.— With reference to the application of the 
Guildford Electricity Supply Co. to extend their mains to Merrow 
by means of overhead wires, the clerk read a letter from the com- 
pany, consequent on the Council's decision to refer the matter to 
the Surrey County Council, stating that the directors considered 
that the Council's opinion as to overhead wires being dangerous was 
entirely wrong, as thousands of miles of such wires were in daily use 
in all parts of the kingdom, even in crowded thoroughfares, and as 
no such wires could be erected without the express sanction of the 
Board of Trade, who issued regulations on the subject, it must be 
obvious to the Council that no such sanction would be given if the 
question of danger arose. With regard to the unsightliness, as 
ordinary telegraph poles would be used, and those on one side of 
the road only, the wires would scarcely be noticed, and, of course, 
would bear no comparison to the appearance of the wires and poles 
used for tramway purposes. 


Liverpool.—At a recent meeting of the Electric Power 
and Lighting Committee & letter was received from the Town Clerk 
with reference to the postponement of expenditure, where practi- 
cable by the committee, until the Money Market is more favourable 
for borrowng money. At the same meeting the Committee decided 
to recommend the purchase of condensing plant for the new generat- 
ing station at Lister Drive for the sum of £11,975. | 


London.—Sir John Wolfe Barry has issued his award 
as umpire in the Arbitration which has recently been held 
to determine the amount to be paid by the London County Council 
to the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., for compulsory 
acquisition by the former of the company's generating works at 
Sardinia Street, Lincoln's Inn Field's. The London Improvements 
Act, 1899, provided that, in addition to vesting in the company a 
new site of equivalent area to their present one, the Council were to 
pay to the company a sum equal to the costs and expenses of erect- 

ng and fitting up a new generating station upon a new site with new 

plant of a capacity to generate and supply electrical energy to an 
output of not lessthan 4,000 xw.,and all expenses incurred in 
replacing, relaying, and altering mains. The amount of the award 
is £183,150. 

TorrENHAM.—Application is to be made to the L G.B. for 
sanction to borrow a sum of £70,000 for electric lighting purposes. 

HaAcENEY.—The Finance Committee of the B.C. received a letter 
this week from the L. G. B. remitting a surcharge of £209 15s. 1d. 
made in the audit of the accounts for the half-year ending March 
31st, 1902, with respect to expenditure incurred in connection with 
the ceremony of opening the electric lighting works. The com- 
munication proceeded :—''It is not without hesitation that the 
Board has decided to remit the surcharge, having regard to the 
nature of some of the items included in the sum disallowed, and it 
must not be expected that the Board will adopt a like course with 
regard to the disallowance and surcharge of any similar expendi- 
ture hereafter incurred.” The same Committee has also received a 
letter from the L.C.C. sanctioning the borrowing by the B.C. of 
£6,500 for boilers for the electric light undertaking. 

WESTMINSTER.—The City Council has decided to extend its 
system of electric lighting from Exeter Street, Strand, the 
boundary of the parish of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, to the Law 
Courts, and also to light by electricity the new thoroughfares of 
Kingsway and Aldwych. The lamps will be fixed alternately on 
either side of the thoroughfare at a distance of 35 yards, on the 
islands“ in the centre of the roadway, and round the churches оё 
St. Mary-le-Strand and St. Clement Danes. The Council will 
erect the standards and provide the fittings, and energy will be 
supplied under contract by the Charing Cross and Strand Eleo- 
tricity Supply Corporation, Ltd. 


Lowestoft.—An inquiry has been held by the L.G.B. 
into the application of the T.C. for sanction to the borrowing of 
£2,000 for extending the electricity mains. 


Malton.—The Northern Counties Electricity Supply 
Co. has addressed a letter to the Urban Council stating that 
it has decided to erect a generating station at Norton. The Council 
objected strongly to the establishment of a station at Norton, as the 
original order specifically provided that it should be at Malton. 


Newcastle.—The Guardians have under consideration a 
£15,000 scheme for re-lighting (electric) and hot-water heating at 
the Union Workhouse. 


Newport.—The Ratepayers and Property Owners’ 
Association has intimated to the Local Government Board that 
it intends to oppose the application of the Corporation for leave 
to borrow £58,000 for providing additional electrical plant. 


Newton.—No objection will be offered by the Rural 
Council to Edmundson’s Electricity Co. extending their mains to 
Kingsteignton for the purpose of lighting that village. 


Oldham.—The Electricity Committee has decided to reduce 


the price of energy to places of worship to 3d. per unit, no dis- 
tinction being made between Sundays and week-days. 


Ormskirk.—The Board of Trade has intimated that 
it has deferred the consideration of revoking the provisional electric 
ligbting order until December 31st. 


Porthcawl.—At a meeting of the Council a letter was 
read from the secretary of the British Electric Lighting Co., stating 
that the company intended to apply for a prov. order for supplying 
electric light in the district, and inquiring whether there was any 
likelihood of opposition on the part of the Council. 


Redditch.—A special meeting of the U.D.C. was held 
last week, the chief purpose being to confer with Mr. Monkhouse, 
of Mesers. Burstall & Monkhouse, London, the expert employed to 
report upon the condition and prospects of the undertaking. 
Abstracts from the principal and supplementary reports of Mr. 
Monkhouse have already been given in our columns. After 
consideration of the principal and supplementary reports the 
Council decided upon taking action as follows:—1. That 
provision be made in the néw loan for (a) the mechanical 
starting gear recommended in Clause 4 of the report of Jane 26th 
(estimated cost £55); (b) four sets of wattmeters (estimated cost 
£180). 2. That the works manager obtain particulars and report 
upon the provision of watertight ventilated covers and frames for 
the transformer chambers. 3. That the works manager report 
every month as to the oil, fuel and stores required at the works. 
It had also been decided that the matters to be discussed with Mr. 
Monkhouse were:—(1) Paragraph 14 of report, and answer to 
Question No. 7 as to adapting the gas plant for working with 
bituminous coal; (2) Paragraph 12 of report as to works costs; 
and (3) answer to Question No. 5 as to charges for current for 
motive power. Parsgraph 14 of the report read as follows:— 
“ Besides the consumption of fuel being high, the cost is also high, 
and this is due to your having Dowson gas producers, and having 
to use therein anthracite coal and coke. We understand that you 
could get bituminous slack delivered at Redditch at about 7s. 6d. 
perton. As there are now producers on the market which will 
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work with this slack, we think you would do well to consider 
whether you should not adapt your gas plant for working with 
bituminous coal, as great economy might possibly be effected.” 

Mr. Harbon pointed out that last year they used 800 tons of an- 
thracite at 178. 9d. per ton, and 225 tons of coke. If they could 
get equal results by the use of bituminous coal it represented an 
enormous saving. 

In the course of further discussion it was pointed out that the 
use of the bituminous coal would mean a saving of about £400 per 
annum. 

Mr. Monkhouse stated that bituminous producers were in use at 
Messrs. Cadbury's, Birmingham, and also at Messrs. Allbright and 
Wileon, of Birmingham, and with the best and most satisfactory 
results. There was, he added, no more smoke with bituminous than 
with anthracite coal, and little more smell. The producer would 
never have to be put out to “clinker” it, and there would be no 
waste in starting. It was partly this consideration which led bim 
to recommend the bituminous coal, as the system was ruuning 
continuously. He strongly recommended the Council to make the 
alteration, and adopt the gas plant for the use of bituminous coal, 
provided the capital outlay was not too heavy. 

Mr. Moule asked if they used bituminous coal at Walthamstow, 
where it was shown they were making a profit. 

Mr. Monkhouse replied that at Walthamstow they used anthracite. 
But each place must be considered on its own merits, as the prices 
for the coa! varied greatly in different localities. Near London the 
prices of bituminous and anthracite did not greatly differ, whereas 
at R:dditch the prices would be very different. The use of bitu- 
minous coal was not by any means a new thing, but it was compara- 
tively new to use it in connection with gas engines. On the question 
of works cost, Mr. Monkhouse considered the labour was high. He 
understood a great deal of repairing had been done at the station, 
which was neceesitated by causes beyond the present staff's control. 
That work had been charged to revenue, which in a large measure 
accounted for the high cost of wages. 

In reply to further questions, Mr. Monkhouse stated that it 
was not necessary to make any allowance for depreciation if the 
plant was maintained in good working order out of revenue. He 
also said there would be no need for any addition to the existing 
staff. He recommended that the sale of energy for motor purposes 
at present prices (1d. to 2d. per unit) be continued, asin any case 
the plant bad to be running continuously during the day, under the 
alternating current system. 


St. Helens.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned the borrowing 
of 43.440 by the Corporation for electric lighting purposes, the 
period of repayment being 21 yeara, but they have, in accordance 


with their usual practice, excluded the sum of £80 representing the - 


amount of debt outstanding in respect of the work to be superseded. 


Sheppy.—At a meeting of the R. D.C. the clerk mentioned 
that the Isle of Sheppy and District Electric Light Co. were seeking 
5 to supply electric light in Queenborough and the Isle of 

heppy. Provisional orders have been approved by the Board of 
Trade and they now received the sanction of the Council. 


Southport.—The enlargement of the electrical sub- 
station at the Cambridge Hall, Southport, is now completed. The 
station serves the Town Hall, Cambridge Hall, and the rest of 
the municipal buildings, together with the illuminations of the 
municipal gardens. Three high tension feeders have been laid 
and the station is fireproof. The former transforming station under 
the Town Hall has been transferred to the station in Eastbink 
Street, which now serves the greater part of Lord Street. 


Stourbridge.—At the last Council meeting the De- 
structor and Railway Committee reported that the B. of T. had 
consented to extend the term of the provisional order by one year. 
The Committee recommended that the electric lighting plant be laid 
down on the land recently purchased and adjoining the main 
drainage pumping station, in combination with the proposed refuse 
destructor. The report was adopted, and the Committee authorised 
to obtain plans and estimates for a combined scheme for the electric 
lighting plant and a refase destractor. 


Swinton and Pendlebury.—The street lighting here has 
long been unsatisfactory, and the erection of the tramway poles on 
the footpaths has tended to make matters worse than ever. In 
many places the poles completely block the gas lamps, and along 
the Bolton, Manchester, Chorley and Station Roads the electric car 
drivers complain that they are unable to see their way. They have 
evidently acquainted the tramways manager of their difficulties, 
and a letter has been received by the District Council from the 
Salford Tramways Committee, complaining of the inefficient light- 
ing, which increases the danger of accidents. The humour cf the 
position is that the Salford Corporation supply the gas with which 
Swinton and Pendlebury are lighted, so that really one department 
of the Royal borough is complaining of the work of another. The 
Swinton Council have, however, appointed a Sub-Committee to con- 
sider the whole question of improved lighting, which, it is uni- 
versally agreed, is much desired. 

The U.D.C., whose prov. order for electric lighting expires in 
October, is negotiating with the Lancashire Electric Power Supply 
Co. and the South Lancashire Electric Tramways Co. for a supply 
of electricity in bulk. The Council will provide ita own distribut- 
ing plant. 


Trowbridge.— The U. D. C. on Friday received from the 
B. of T. correspondence relative to the Council contracting with a 
private company for the execution and maintenance of electric 
light works, and it was decided to reply that the Council did not 
intend to divest itself of its legal powers under the prov. order, 
the intention being to contract with a private company to construct 


works, the Council to have the option of purchase at certain periods. 
It was also announced that the В. of T. had stated that it was 
unable to extend the prov. order. 


Warrenpoint.—The U.D.C. has rejected a proposal to 
apply for a prov. order to enable it to provide a system of private 
and public lighting. 


Wimbledon.—The U.D.C. last week adopted a report 
from the Electric Lighting Committee recommending that the 
Local Government Board be asked to sanction a loan of £11,000 to 
be expended on the following works to supply electricity in 
Merton :—Sub-station depót at Blenheim Road and equipment, 
£200; high-tension feeder from “B” sub-station, £1,050; low- 
tension distributor in Grand Drive and Blenheim Road, £410; 
low. tent ion distributor from Raynes Park sub-station, £380; 
underground sub-station, high-tension feeders from the works and 
low-ten-ion distributors, £4,935; 25 low-tension distributors from 
the Merton sub-station along the south side of Kingston Road, 
£600; cables, £3,000 ; contingencies, £425. The chairman stated 
that so far as municipal enterprise went the monetary success of 
the Wimbledon electric lighting undertaking was unparalleled 
throughout the country. In spite of having to pay large sume for 
preliminary expenses, which ought properly te have been charged to 
capital account, la't year there was a profit of £1,400, while this 
year the profit was £2,000. The electrical engineer reported 
favourably upon a proposal to utilise water from the river Wandle 
for the purposes of the works, and estimated the cost of the 
necessary water-softening and storage plant at El, 300. It was 
resolved to apply to the Local Government Board fora loan for 
this amount. 


Woking.—The work of installing the electric light at 
Woking Junction Railway Station and yard is making rapid pro- 
g ев. Energy is to be supplied by the Woking Electric Supply Co, 
Ltd., who are laying a main to the railway company’s electric sub- 
station near the east signal box. They will supply at 2,000 volte, 
and here their responsibility will cease. The L.and 8.W.R Co. 
are building their own sub-station and doing the whole of the cable 
laying and wiring on their property. The improved system of 
lighting will be of great benefit, both to passengers using the junction 
aud the staff employed in the busy shunting yard, where the 
more powerful illuminant will tend to minimise the risk of accident. 


Worthing.—The Local Government Board has held an 
inquiry with reference to the application of the T.C. for sanction to 
borrow £2,835 for electric lighting purposes. There was no 
opposition. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Birkenhead.—The second annual report of the working 
of the Birkenhead Corporation tramways has been issued by Mr. 
A. R Fearnley, general manager. It records that during the year 
halfpenny stages were introduced, and that the new tramway ofſices 
in Laird Street were opened on July 28th last. The number of 
passengers carried was 10,390,985 against 6,456,361 in 1901-2, and 
the income £52,876 compared with £31,593. The working expenses 
were £30,367 against £19,053. Unite of electricity consumed, 
1,953,095, against 982,737. Income per mile, 9:92d., against 10 54d. 
Working expenses, 5°69d., against 6:364. The net profit is 
returned as £3,598 against, £3,514. 


Bradford.—4A heated controversy has arisen at Bradford 
over the matter of the increase of the salary of Mr. C. J. Spencer, 
the tramways manager, which was approved at the last Council. 
meeting. So strongly is feeling running against the increase— 
upon which there is almost a clear division of political parties— 
that certain Councillors have had to convene public meetings to 
defend their action in voting for it; and it is said that & motion to 
rescind the resolution is to be moved at the next Council meeting. 


Coatbridge, N.B.—After some delay a start has been 
made with the construction of the Coatbridge and district electric 
tramways. The lines are to be completed by February next. 


Denmark.—The Danish State Railway authorities pro- 
pose to convert their branch lines to electric traction. Designs for 
locomotives or motors will be invited towards the end of the 
autumn. 


Halifax.—The Corporation has, in connection with the 
project of extending the electric tramway system to Brighouse, 
decided upon the following outlay:—4,330 yards of high tension 
cable, estimated cost, £2,091; 4,330 yards of pilot cable, 
£388 13s. 6d.; 4,330 yards of excavating and reinstating, £433; 
3,000 yards of low tension cable, £853; 3,000 yards of excavating 
and reinstating, £300; total, £4,066. 


Heywood.—The T.C. proposes to purchase that portion 
of the Bury, Rochdale and Oldham Tramway Co., Ltd., which is in 
the borough, and a meeting of the Council is to be held on Sep- 
tember 28th to pass a resolution to that effect. If the lines are 
taken over they will be electrified. 


Huddersfield.—Some criticisms having been made by 
the Board of Trade’s inspecting officers and electrical adviser with 
regard to the construction and equipment of electric tramcars, the 
manager of the Corporation’s service (Mr. H. N. Thomas) has sub- 
mitted his comments thereon to the Tramways Committee, and, for 
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the most part, they are of a favourable character. Mr. Thomas 
considers the suggestion that the steps should be designed so as to 
fold up at the front end of the car, is very practicable. More 
injury, he says, is done to the person who is knocked down by the 
presence of the step than by anything else. Reversed staircases are 
condemned by the Board, and the Huddersfield manager says he 
has always been opposed to this class of car, as they limit the view 
of the motorman. He agrees that the distance between the hanging 
gate and the life-guard proper should be quite 3 ft. With regard to 
trolley ropes, which the Board say should be prevented from 
jumping, and measures adopted to take up the “ slack,” Mr. Thomas 
. states that the Huddersfield cars are all fitted with Majrini trolley 
cord governors, which effectively control the cord. An adjustable 
stop on the trolley standard is recommended во as to limit the rise 
of the boom if the trolley leaves the wire, but Mr. Thomas says this 
must be governed entirely by local requirements. In his opinion, 
it is almost an impossibility to limit the rise of a boom to an inch or 
so in order to prevent it striking, вау, a bracket arm. He concurs 
in the suggestion that a half sleeve with four bolts is preferable to 
a aplit casting for the attachment of trolley booms. He also agrees, 
with regard to trolley standards, that anchoring of the bracket arm 
is preferable to doing so with the trolley wire, although he states 
thatin Huddersfield there has not been any tearing out of the trolley 
standards. The Board of Trade criticisms upon which Mr. Thomas ’s 
remarks are based are printed on another page of this issue. 

All the Corporation tramcars have been fitted up with the 
Westinghouse-Newall magnetic brake, which is giving eatis- 
faction. A number of bogie cars are b. iag converted into truck 
cars, it having been found that the bogie car with the double motor 
equipment is totally unsuited for hill climbing on grades such as 
prevail in Huddersfield. 


Liverpool.—A return which has just been issued shows 
that in the first six months of the present year upwards of 
60,000,000 passengers were carried by the electric cars of Liverpool, 
and without a single fatal accident occurring. The total given 
represents the carrying of the population of the city 12 times each 
week. On an average 7,500 electric cars pass in and out of the city 
each day. The returns continue to show that the electric tramways 
are less dangerous than the old horse cars were, In 1898, with 
horse cars in use, for 10 months out of the 12, there was one fatal 
accident for every 6,000,000 passengers carried; in 1899, with 
electric cars, the fatalities were at the rate of one in 8,000,000; in 
1901, they were one in 11,000,000; in 1902, one in 13,000,000 ; and 
in the first six months of 1903 there was no fatality and 60,000,000 

ngers were carried. This freedom from fatalities is attri- 
buted largely to the use of the plough lifeguard, which was in- 
troduced by Mr. C. R. Bellamy, the general manager, about two 
years ago. 


London.—While the new electric tramways on the 
Tooting lines are proving a great success, some difficulty is being 
experienced, во the Daily Chronicle says, in connection with the 
altered arrangements on the Streatham cable route. Pending the 
electrification of this line, the County Council decided to have 
certain of the new electric cars fitted with special apparatus, so that 
they could be run from the termini at the bridges to Kennington by 
means of electricity and then over the existing route from 
Kennington to Streatham by cable. Doubts were freely expressed 
as to whether the cable was sufficiently strong to stand the extra 
strain of the new cars, which are much larger and heavier than the 
old ones, and these fears have since been justified. Of the 20 
electric cars fitted for working on the combined systems about 10 
or 15 have been running daily during the past two or three weeks, 
and observations go to prove that the added strain of a large number 
of cars would be too much forthe cable. It is understood, there- 
fore, that the original scheme for combining the cable and electrical 
systems is to be abandoned, and it may be confidently expected that 
the conversion of the cable route to electric traction will be pushed 
on as soon as possible. 


Paris.—It is reported from Paris that the Committee 
of the Municipal Council which was appointed to inquire into the 
condition of the Metropolitan Railway after the recent catastrophe, 
has completed its report, which recommends that the present 
system of motor-cabs on each train shall be abandoned, so that in 
case of fire the engine can be isolated immediately, and that the 
carriages shall be made of incombustible material. Several minor 
improvements are also recommended. 

The Paris Metropolitan Railway is about to increase its capital 
from £2,000,000 to £3,000,000. It is said that, notwithstanding the 
heavy fall in the traffic receipts as the result of the recent disaster, 
there will be no trouble in raising the money, as it will be sub- 
scribed entirely by the existing shareholders, 


Prestwich.—The U.D.C. has applied to the В. of Т. 
for a loan of £24,125, for the construction of electric tramways in 
Bury Old Road. The line will join the system from Salford. 


Northampton.—The Tramways Committee last week 
opened the tenders for the electrification of the tramways. The 
tenders are about 100 in number, and several firms sent in prices for 
the whole of the work. The estimate of the borough surveyor, Mr. 
A. Fidler, was that the work would cost £85,000. One firm, 
tendering for the whole of the work, has sent in two prices, £85,292 
and £84,292, but guarantees that the acceptance of the higher or the 
lower tender will make no difference in the quality of the material 
used. Moreover, it guarantees that everything put into the work 
shall be of British manufacture, and that the contract shall be com- 
pleted by March 31st next. It is stated that the total amount of 
the lowest tenders for doing the work in sections is higher than the 
lowest tender of this particular firm. The Board of Trade in 


sanctioning the application for the loan for carrying out the work, 
stipulate that the loan for the cars shall be repaid within 
ten years, the loan for the plant within 20 years, and the 
loan for the permanent way within 30 years. The committee were 
desirous that the whole of the repayments should extend over 30 
years. If the loans are repaid as suggested by the Board of Trade, 
the amounts to be set aside for the payments of interest and repay- 
ments of principal will during the first few years be considerably 
heavier than was anticipated. It is said that without a Sunday 
service it will hardly be possible to make the tramways pay under 
the conditions which the Board of Trade have named regarding the 
loan. The Finance Committee meets in a few days to discuss the 
letter from the Board of Trade, aud this meeting will be followed 
by a meeting of the Tramways Committee. 


Southend.—The Southend-on-Sea and District Light 


Railways (Extensions) Order has been submitted by the Commis- 
sioners to the Board of Trade for confirmation. 


South Shields.—The Council on Wednesday had before 
it a series of resolutions having for their object the electrification 
of a number of tramways to be worked municipally, and instructing 
the Tramways Committee to have plans and estimates prepared and 
ен invited, во that application may be made for the necessary 
oan. 


Tottington.—The U.D.C. has given notice ta the local 
tramway company that it intends to acquire so much of their 
undertaking as lies in the Council’s district. The lines will be 
worked in conjunction with the Bury Corporation electric tramways 
under a 21 years’ lease. 


Worcester.—In spite of the opposition of the T.C., the 
B. of T. has granted the B.E.T. Co. and the Worcester Tramways 
Co. an extension of six months in which to complete the electrifica- 
tion of the tramways. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


New Zealand.—According to the annual report of the 
New Zealand Post and Telegraph Department, there are now 26 
central telephone exchanges and 44 sub-exchanges in New Zealand, 
an increase of three and nine respectively on the year. The length 
of telephone wires in use in the colony is 8,727 miles, an increase 
of 960 miles. 


Telegraph Rates to the Far East.—Certain reductions 
are announced in the rates for telegrams to China, Korea, Formosa, 
Japan, and the Philippines, vid Turkey. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES, IWTRRRUPTED, REPAIRED, 


Latakia-C B .. oe ee ee eo e. June 90, 1899 ee eo 
Trinidad- emerara No. 1 ry) ээ эе ee Aug. 27, 1901 ee ee 
Trinidad-Demerara No. .. oe oe toe A oe 
Dominica-Martinique .. oe v m „„ May 8, 1902 oe ee 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique ce ee ee eo eo May 8, 1902 ee ee 
Guadeloupe-Martinique ‘es 26 és . Мау 9, 1909  .. ee 
Martinique-Puerto Plata .. oe T . July 10,1903 .. ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro "e ee өе eo ee Aug. 18, 1902 oo ee 
Bt. Lucia-Bt. Vinoent .. ee eo we eo Bept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
Reissa-Issa ee ee oe oe eo e» Oct. 22, 1902 oe 
Reissa-Yemani .. oe ee ee ee .. Oct, 22, 1902 ee 
Paramaribo-Cayonne .. v ee ee . Feb. 27,1903 .. T 
New York-Haiti 2 0 ee ee ee ee April 18, 1908 ee ee 
Fao-Bushire ve ee ss oe T 


Bolama-Bissao .. ee T 5те T .. Aug. 4, 1908 3 

Antigua- Guadeloupe. ii “® aie .. Aug. 9, 1903  .. m 

Mozambique-Madagascar  .. vx és .. Aug. 19, 1903 .. Sept. 1, 1903 
LANDLINES. 

To Puerto Barrios V .. July 28, 1908 .. T 

Rome-Pera he . Aug. 7, 1003. .. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The Marconi wireless telegraph 
arrangements for reporting the yacht race on August 25th were 
rendered nugatory by, it is said, the machinations of rivals. Mr. 
Melville Stone, general manager of the Associated Press, says that 
the whole affair resolved itself into a contest between competing 
companies and systems. When one found that it was unable to 
transmit messages it forthwith did its best to spoil the others. Mr. 
Bentley, manager of the Marconi Co., in his explanation said 
that there were 10 separate stations from and to which the race was 
to have been reported. We were able to cut out all our rivals 
except one. That one had a high-power land station, which 
switched on still more power on Tuesday, and incessantly sent 
A В Cs from 9 o'clock in the morning until 5 o'clock in the evening, 
varying this with long extracts from Longfellow’s poem ‘The 
Wreck of the Hesperus.’ That just killed our messagee."—No doubt 
in spite of this we shall be again told directly that the messages 
cannot be interfered with. 

Mr. Marconi is reported to have been holding interviews with 
Edison respecting four inventions he has recently made for 
improving his system, one being a method of reducing by one-half 
the high power now necessary for transmitting messages. 

A Times report from Lagos says that the Legislative Council has 
passed a law making it a penal offence to introduce wireless tele- 
graphy into the colony without the sanction of the Governor in 
Council. 

The latest Marconi promise, according to Dalziel, is that within 
three months he would send messages of any length by wireless 
telegraphy from Canada to England.“ Не was about to take legal 
advice in regard to the interference by others with wireless 


telegraphy.” 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Belgium.— October 8rd. The Municipal Authorities of 
Liége are inviting tenders until October 3rd for the supply of six 
electric tramcars. Particulars may be obtained from, aud tenders 
are to be sent to, Le Bureau Administratif des Travaux, à l'Annexe 
de l'Hotel de Ville, Liège. 


Bermondsey.—September 21st. Dust destructor plant, 
800-K w. steam generators, feeder boosters, motor balancer, switch- 
gear, cables, &c. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Brisbane.—September 30th. The deputy Postmaster- 
General is in the market for certain postal and telegraphic material. 


Croydon.—September 14th. Buildings, smiths’ and 


ironfounders' works for the electricity works extensions. See 
“ Official Notices” to-day. 


Cuba.—September 28th. Tenders are being invited 
uutil September 28th by the municipal authorities of Cienfugos 
for the concession for the electric lighting of tho public streets 
and buildings of the town. 


East Indian Railway.—September 9th. The East 
Indian Railway Co. invites tenders for the supply aud delivery 
of :—(1) Engine turntables ; (2) Electric overhead travelling cranes, 
&c.; (3) Electric pumping installation; (4) Steel material; and 
(5) Feeder panel, insulated cables, &c, as per specifications to be 
seen at the company's offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 


France.—September 10th. Tenders are being invited 
until September 10th by the French Post and Telegraph Authorities 
for the supply of 12 kilometres of submarine electric cable core, and 
190 tons of bronze or copper wire. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Sous-Secretariat d'Etat des 
Postes et des Telegraphes, 103, Rue de Grenelle, Paris. 


Greece.—September 10th. The Municipal Authorities 


of La Canée are inviting tenders until September 10th for the 
electric lighting of the town. 


Holland.—October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Holland.—The Dutch Post and Telegraph Authorities 
in The Hague have just called for tenders for the laying of tele- 
graph cables under water between Amsterdam and Harlem. 


Johannesburg.— October 19th. Gas producer plant ; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative:— Water-tube boilera, steam 
engines or turbines, eleotric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See Official 
Notices " August 28th. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 500 or 
more electric meters. See Official Notices June 12th. 
London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-H.P. vertical- 


horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving & three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See Official 
Notices" July 24th. 


Merthyr Tydfil.—September 12th. Hills Plymouth 
Co., Ltd., invites tenders for stores for the 12 months ending 
Beptember 30th, 1904. The following are some of the items:— 
India-rubber, asbestos, & .; steam tubes and fittings; electric 
appliances. 


Pietermaritzburg.—September 7th. Poles and over- 


head equipment for the Corporation tramways. See “ Official 
Notices” August 21st. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Radcliffe.—September 5th. Tramway and lighting 


feeders, cables, conduite and accessories. See “Offcial Notices” 
August 21st. 


Reigate.— September 17th. Water-tube boiler, piping, 
200. K w. steam allernator, switchboard and instruments, condensing 
plant, cooling tower, &c., for electric lighting. See “Official 
Notices ” to-day. 


Rochdale.— September 26th. 
Dearnley Workhouse. 


Electrical work at the 
See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Salford. September 19th. 
" Official Notices " to-day. 


Southend.—Scptember 14th. Steam dynamo, boiler 


and condenser for the electricity works. See Official Notices 
August ?8tb, 


Higb-tension cable. See 


Spain.— September 12th. The Municipal Authorities of 
Plencia (province of Viscaya) are inviting tenders until the 12th 
inst., for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during 
a period of 4 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, El Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Plencia 
(Vizoaya). 


Stoke-upon-Trent.—September 11th. Pipe-work, non- 
conducting covering, and water-softening plant for the electricity 
scheme. See “ Official Notices " August 21st. 


Sweden.—October 15th. Tenders are being invited by 


the municipal authorities of Gelfe until October 15th for the supply 
of six electrical cranes. 


Whitechapel.— September 12th. Electric lighting of a 
portion of the Infirmary. See “Offcial Notices " August 28th. 


_ OLOSED. 
France.—The French Post and Telegraph Authorities in 


Paris have just given out a number of contracts as follows :— La 
Société Indastrielle des Telephones, Paris, 7,210 metres of lead- 
insulated 21 pair conductor telephone cable; 18,000 metres tele- 
phone cable ditto (27 pairs conductors); and M. Grammont, of 
Pont de Cheruy (Isere) 10,000 metres ditto (27 pairs conductors.) 


Halifax.—The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
the British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd, for the supply of 
feeder cable at £759. The Electricity Committee has accepted the 
tender of Pollit & Wigzell, Ltd, for a patent horizontal air pump 
with condenser for £228, 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—The City Council received the 
following tenders for arc lamps and posts :— 

Messrs. Pope, Maher & Co., Darlington Itonworks £10,899 12 
Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., O'Connell Street 10,720 0 
Messrs. Mountney & Co., Ltd., Pyrmont .. .. 10,949 9 
Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., George Street А 
Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., Kent Stree 11,215 7 
Mr. R. T. Ball, Allen Street, Ultimo .. 11,525 10 
Henley's Telegraph Worke Co., Ltd. 11,911 41 


The Council, on the recommendation of the Committee, resolved 
"that the tender of Messrs. Pope, Maher & Co. for the supply and 
erection of posts, arc lamps, &c., in the sum of £10,398 4s. in nine 
months, be accepted, and that they be required to supply Messrs. 
Crompton & Oo.’s lamp.” 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Wednesday, September 9th.—Meeting of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science opens at Bouthport. 


NOTES. 


Three-phase Machinery in Mines.—The following 
is an extract from last week's issue of the Colliery Guardian in 
reviewing the Engineering Magazine : —'' An article of considerable 
interest is contributed to the current issue of this magasine by 
M. Emile Guarini, describing some ' Electric Power Applianoes in 
the Mines of Europe.’ We have recently heard much concerning 
the elaborate electrical installations at work in Continental mines, 
and British mining engineers have been led to believe that the 
three-phase system is being adopted abroad to the exclusion of the 
direct system. This appears to be very far from being the case. 
Germany is far ahead of other countries in the application of elec- 
tricity to mining, and, according to M. Guarini, three of the largest 
firms of manufacturers in that country—the Allgemeine Elec- 
tricitäts Gesellschaft, the Union Electricitäts Gesellschaft, aud the 
Helios Co.—still favour the continuous current, whilst Mesers, 
Siemens & Haleke advocate the alternating current type of motor." In 
view of the discussion on three-phase plants for power transmission in 
mines at the recent meeting of the Institute of Mining Engineers, 
and the advocating of three-phase machinery in this country by 
some engineers, this will prove interesting reading to mining 
engineers, especially to those who may have some inclination to 
adopt three-phase plant. The author himself preserves an 
impartial attitude, but considers that, whilst the decision must 
depend fioally on circumstances, the iride dieci in the main rests 
with the triphase whenever the central generatiog station ie 
situated far from the actual point of attack." We would point out 
that this has already been claimed in au article recantly published 
in this journal. 


St. Louis Exposition.—The Financial Times quotes 
Mr. James Weir, of Messrs. G. & J. Weir, of Cathcart, Glasgow, 
who has been in America lately, as saying that ''scarcely a 
solitary British manufacturer of repute would exhibit at the Bt. 
Louis Fair because their designs would be stolen by Americin 
firms. There will be some general exhibits from Europe, but all 
manufacturers in France, Germany and Great Britain wouli 
positively refuse to'exhibit.” 
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American Electro-Therapeutic Association.—This 
enterprising and useful Association holds its 13th annual convention 
at Atlantic City, N.J., on September 22nd, 23rd, and 24th. It will 
doubtless interest electro-me readers on this side to know the 
topics that are coming before the meetings :— 


Reports of Standing Committecs.—On Induction Coils and Alternators, by 
Margaret Abigail Cleaves, Chairman. І i 


On Electric Light Apparatus for Diagnosis and Therapy, and the Roentgen 
» by William Scheppegrell, Chairman. 


On Electrodes, by R. G. Brown, Chairman. 

On Meters, by Robert Reyburn, Chairman. 

On Cataphoresis, by Fred Harri; Morae, Chairman. 

On Static Machines and Condensers, by William Benham Snow, Chairman, 

On Constant Current Generators and Controllers, by William James Herdman, 
Chairman. 


On nt Classification and Nomenolature, by William Johnson Jenks, 


On Bt. Louis Exposition in 1904, by William Benham Snow, Chairman, 


Paper. Electrotherapy as a Speciality.” Alfred William Bayliss, 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

“Currents of High Frequency Apparatus, and Therapeutio Uses," Francis 
Goodwin DuBose, Selma, Aa. id : 

*The Effects of the Secondary Static Currents in Removing Albumin and 
Caste from the Urine," Boardman Reed, Philadelphia, Pa. 

* Some Principles upon which is Based the Use of Eleotricity in Nervous 
Diseases," Alfonso David Roc ; New York, N.Y. 

“The Use of Electricity in the Treatment of Diseases of the Heart," 
Sigismund Cohn, New York, N.Y. 

" Electricity in the Treatment of Diseases of the Stomach,” Harvey 
Hamilton Roberts, Lexington, Ky. 

“ Electricity in the Treatment of Chronic Deafness,” George Zena Goodell, 
Salem, Mass. 

„Employment of Statio Electricity in the Treatment of Nervous Diseases,” 

illiam Benham Snow, New York, N.Y. 

** Electrical Treatment of Trachoma and Corneal Opacity, with Illustrative 
Case,” Margaret Abigail Cleaves, New York, N.Y. 

The Successful Treatment of Eighteen Cases of Granular Lids by the 
x Бау High-frequency Vacuum Electrodes,” Albert Charles Geyser, New 

ork, N.Y. 
Mi A Year's Work in Electro-therapy," Laura Viola Gustin-Mackie, Attleboro, 

ass 


“ The Treatment of Urethral Stricture and Fissure of the Anus by Electro- 
lysis, with Report of Oases,” John Clark Luke, ОоШа, Ga. 
Problems in Electro-Therapeutic Practice; a General Discussion. 


Treatment of Tuberculosis, with Report of Cases,” Russell Herbert Boggs, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


The X Rays in the Treatment of Tuberculosis of the Throat,” William 
ll, New Orleans, La. 

„The Röntgen Ray in the Treatment and Cure of Cancer, Lupus, Rodent 
Uloer and Eczema, with Histories of Cases Treated,” Elijah Wilkinson Smith, 
Terra Haute, Ind. 

“The Use of the X Bar in tho Treatment of Malignant Growths, with 

orton Jobnson, Hartford, Conn. 

“The Position of the Röntgen Ray and Ultra-Violet Light in the Thera- 
peutics of Malignant зева of the Uterus and Adnexa,” Margaret Abigail 


of Cell and Pathological Features of Carcinoma which do not 
Respond to X Ray Therapy,” William Leroy Kenney, 8%. J oseph, Mo. 

" The Present Status of X Ray Therapy in the Management ot Cancer,” 
Clarence Edward Skinner, New Haven, Conn. 

“Те Use of Galvanic Electricity in the Treatment of Cancer and Kindred 
Diseases,” William Winslow Eaton, Danvers, Mass, 

* Radio-histo-fluorescence,” William James Morton, New York, N.Y, 

* Cataphoresis,” James C. Gill, Chicago, III. 


“ Тһе Röntgen Ray as an Aid in Diagnosis," Herman Grad, New York, N.Y. 
* Perineuritis," Almerin Webster, Baer, Chi u 


“Nerve Health and Nerve Debility: the Effect ot the Actinic Rays upon 
Tissues,” Abert E. Sternes, Indianapolis, Ind. 
“6 


RN pot of the Second International Congress on Electro-Therapeutics 
at Bern,” Robert Newman, New York, N.Y, 


“А теа E Eleoctro-Therapeutics Proper," William James Herdman, Ann 
* A Pioa for an Aocurate and Scientific Method of Róntgen Ray Treatment," 
Mihran Krikor, Kassabian, Philadelphia, Penn. 
* Exophthalmie Goitre and its Rational Treatment with exhibition of the 
eotrode," Francis Besant Bishop, Washington, D.C. 


Some Therapeutic Indications for the use of the Radiant Light Bath,” 


Thomas Davidson Crothers, Hartford, Conn. 


“ Some New Points in the Treatment of Tuberculosis," Wolff Freudenthal, 
New York, N Y 


“ Electro-Therapeutic Gleanings,” Jefferson Demetrius Gibson, Birming - 


"A Case of Asthma with Fibroids and Pelvic Adhesions, cured by Galva- 
niam,” Charles Augustine Covell, New York, N.Y. 


The Victoria Falls.—At a meeting of the African 
Concessions Syndicate held in London last week, the chairman gave 
& very glowing account of wbat is expected from the great 
Victoria Falls when the scheme for their electrical utilisation takes 
more practical shape. He gave comparative figares of the Niagara 
and Victoria Falls, bringing out the greater magnitude of the latter. 
The benefits to be conferred upon the development of mining and 
other industries by electrical transmission need hardly be dwelt 
upon at length here, so palpable are they to the reader; but if 
electrical transmission can be successfully adopted for a distance of, 
вау, 300 miles, a most important area will be available for electrical 
mining, railway and other work. When the railway is completed 
to the Falls, as it is expected to be by the middle of next year, the 
company is going to send forward surveying expeditions. After 
that a power company will be formed whose initial outlay will be 
at least half a million sterling. 


Halfpenny Tram Fares.—A report on this questi 
un. sse 


y fares on certain mace ; and four or five others issue half- 
penny tickets to workmen. ^ Young accordingly recommends no 
change in the present stages and faros at Glasgow. 


Tube Railways: An Idea.— The accompanying illus- 
tration represents the protective equipment suggested for the use of 
passengers on the Paris underground electric railway by the Berlin 


comic journal UIk. The traveller is supposed to carry a water 
barrel, an oxygen reservoir and an extinguishing bomb, and to wear 
asbestos boots, 


American Electro-chemical Society.—The fourth 
general meeting of this Society will be held at Niagera Falls, N.Y., 
on September 17th, 18th and 19th. 

The following titles of papers are announced :— 


“ А New Type of Electrolytic Cell,“ by P. G. Salom. 

" Manufacture of Ferro-Alloys in the Electric Furnac „ by Dr. 
George P. Scholl. 

“ Electrolytic Copper Refining,” by Dr. W, D. Bancroft. 

“ Electro-metallurgy of Gold,” by Dr. W. H. Walker. 

" Some Theoretical Considerations of Resistance Farnaces,” by 
F. A. J. FitzGerald. 

" Oa the Supposed)Electrolysis of Water Vapour,” by F. Austin 
Lidbury. 

“ Efficiency of the Nickel-Plating Tank," by. Prof. О. W. Brown. 

" Electrolysis of Sodium Hydroxide by Alternating Current," by 
Carl Hambuechen. 

“А Practical Utilisation of the Passive State of Iron,” by Prof, 
C. F. Burgess. 

" The Present Status of the Theory of Electrolytic Dissociation,” 
by Dr. E. F. Roeber. 

“ Berthelot's Law of Electro-chemical Action," by C. J. Tteed. 

Other papers are expected from Dr. J. W. Richards, David H, 
Browne, Dr. L. Kahlenberg, Prof. C. F. Burgess, A. H. Cowles, and 
others. One session of the meeting will be devoted to the discus- 
sion of the theory of electrolytic dissociation, which will be opened 
by Dr. W. D. Bancroft. 

Arrangements have been made for members of the Faraday 
Sotiety (London) to have a copy of the Transactions of the 
American Electro-chemical Society free in exchange for a like 
privilege from the Faraday Society, i 


Tramways and Light Railway Association.—The 
first meeting of the winter session is to be held in London early in 
October, when Mr. R. H. Scotter will deliver an address on “ Fiscal 
Policy as Affecting Tramway and Light Railway Enterprise.” 

It is proposed to form a Tramway Club in London, and the 
secretary of the association is now sounding members as to their 
views. 

The next Tramway Oongress will bə held early in September, 
1904, in Vienna. The International Tramways and Light Railways 
Union has forwarded to the secretary a list of the questions to 


(2) Transfers; (3) Savings in Current Consumption ; 
(4) Brakes; (5) Guide-wires ; (6) Trailers; (7) Electric Traction on 
Light Railways; (8) Fall in Potential Thereon; (9) Permanent 
ve Legislation ; (11) Accounts and 
ction; (13) Use of Automotors on 
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Single-phase Motors for Electric Traction.—Not 
only is the series single-phase motor being investigated by Mr. 
Lamme in America and Dr. Finsi; in Italy the Union Electric Co., 
of Berlin, are also busy in this direction, and have been carrying 
out experiments on the Prussian State Railway at Spindlersfelde, 
near Berlin. No details of the results are as yet available, but the 
mere fact shows the great interest which has been aroused in the 
matter amongst up-to-date electrical firms. 


Electric Shock Fatality.—At Brymbo Steel Works 
last Saturday a labourer, aged 25, while helping with an electric 
crane, received a shock which killed him instantly. The electric 
motors were at the time being adjusted prior to testing. 


Radium.—The New York Zlecírical World says that a 
company is being formed at Buffalo, N.Y., to extract radium from 
uranium ores which are being worked in Grand County, Utah. The 
Utah bed is of carnotite, a combination of uranium, vanadium, iron, 

per and barium, and as later researches showed, radium and 
polonium. Prof. Becquerel's announcement of the radio-activity of 
uranium, followed as it was by the discovery of radium, started Mr. 
Lockwood thinking as to whether the uranium from Utah would not 
give up radium as well as the uranium extracted from the flinty 
pitchblende. The carnotite from Utah was much easier to work 
than the pitchblende. They enlisted the attention of the scientists 
in the eastern universities. Great aid was given them from the 
laboratories of Columbia and Princeton. And at last a sample of 
radium-barium compound was produced which showed a potentiality 
of 365 on the delicate electroscope in Columbia University.” A 
testing plant will soon be built at Buffalo with a capacity for the 
reduction of 2 tons of ore a day. Such a plant would turn out daily 
100 lbe. of uranium oxide, worth $2 a lb. ; 10,000 grammes of crude 
radium-barium compound of 10 unite activity due to the radium, 
worth abont two cents a gramme, and 100 lbs. of other metallic 
residues known to contain another radiant metal, polonium. The 
crude radium-barium product will be removed to a laboratory and 
there reduced to the ultimate radium. 


Personal.—The Sydney Daily Telegraph reports that 
Mr. William Wilson, manager of the electric telegraph department, 
who has been on furlough for the past six months, has now retired 
on a pension, after 45 years’ service. Mr. Wilson joined the depart- 
ment in 1858, about three months after its establishment, when he 
was appointed to Parramatta. He was appointed to the manager- 
ship of the electric telegraph department in 1873. 

Mr. W. С.О. Hawtayne announces that he has taken his managing 
engineer, Mr. G. A. Zeden, into partnership. The business will in 
future be carried on under the style of Hawtayne & Zeden. 


Appointments Vacant.— Junior switchboard assistant 
at Lancaster; a borough electrical engineer is wanted for More- 
cambe at £150 (to £200); resident electrical engineer for Aston at 
£400 ; assistant lecturer in engineering for the Brighton Technical 
School (£150) ; engineer-in-charge for Darlington (£78). 


World’s Demand for Tool-making Machines.— 
“The Deutsche Industrie Zeitung, in its issue of July 17th, 1903, 
calls attention to a congress or convention of Germany’s tool- 
machinery makers. Reports of those present went to show an 
increase of business in the empire; but the orders were not large 
enough nor the prices satisfactory. The orders from the Govern- 
ment were not nearly as large as desired. Complaint was made 
against the custom of the large iron mills of contracting for 
machinery only on condition that part payment be made in the iron 
or steel products of the mills. Another evil complained of is the 
custom of the iron or steel mills of making their own conditions 
when contracting, instead of following, as formerly, well-established 
customs. In the matter of contracts in which it is provided that 
the toolmakers take steel or iron from the mill, great abuses have 
crept in. The contract provides sometimes that fully 50 per cent. 
of the bill be paid in material. Inasmuch as the greater part of a 
tool-making machine's value lies in the labour expended on it and 
the most of the material is cast-iron, the demand of the mill to be 
allowed to pay for it in its products seems unfair and unjust. It is 
thought that little can now be done in individual or isolated cases, 
but that a combination of the machine builders might effect a 
reform. Reports made to the convention regarding foreign trade 
show a decline. In France everything was quiet, Italy offers 
little encouragement, Spain promises ‘great things by and by, par- 
ticularly for the marine. The United States, it was said, must be 
given up as hopeless, because of its own development of machine- 
making.”—Electrical World and Engineer, 


The Parsons Turbine Patent.— Our New York name- 
sake has directed its readers’ attention to the fact that the five 
years' extension period granted to the British patent of the Parsons 
steam turbine has now expired, tbrowing open this field of work to 
the public. The writer adds that the machine bids fair to become 
most important, but it can hardly be said that the inventor, even 


with the extension of his patent, has received the full reward of his 
labours. 


Insulators.—( lass has one inherent disadvantage which 
is fatal to its employment as an insulator in our English climate. 
It is a very hygroscopic body, and condenses the moisture from the 
air very readily ; it is for this reason altogether unsuitable. The 
atmosphere, in America, for instance, is comparatively dry as com- 
pared with that of this country. We can quite bear out the state- 
ments of Mr. Rooper and Mr. Harris (see our Correspondence ” 


columns), and Dr. Garrard has evidently something yet to learn 
on this subject. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


On Saturday last, August 29th, the firat annual outing of the staff 
of the Stepney Borough Council Electricity Works took place, the 
rendezvous being Clacton-on-Sea. The weather was all that could 
be desired. The party travelled from Liverpool Street by special 
saloon, arriving at Clacton shortly after10a.m. An excellent repast was 
provided at the Osborne Hotel, the chairman for the occasion being 
Mr. W. Youna, with Mr. A. J. Sgurre in the vice-chair. The toasts 
of the “King and Queen and Royal Family,” “The Electrical 
Engineers (Mr. Arthur Wright and Mr. W. C. P. Tapper),” and 
Success to the Undertaking,” were proposed and drunk with 
great gusto, after which the chairman, in a few well-chosen words, 
commented on the success which had attended their first outing, 
and trusted that it was but the forerunner of many such enjoyable 
meetings, and that in future years, as the demand for electricity in 
Stepney increased, and the staff at the station grew in numbers, the 
outings would be even better attended and equally successful. He 
was sure they all regretted the unavoidable absence of their engi- 
neer, Mr. Tapper (who was away on a holiday). A vote of thanks to 
the chairman, the stewards, and the hon. treasurer (Mr. C. B. 
Davies) concluded the business. In the afternoon many of the 
party enjoyed a pleasant drive round the neighbourhood, visiting 
Great and Little Clacton, Wherley Woods, and pretty St. Osyth 
with its crumbling remains of a seventh century priory standing 
amidst beautiful gardens. The committee are indebted to Mr. 
Alderman Kearsey (chairman of the Electricity Committee) Mr. 
Alderman Osman and Mr. W. C. P. Tapper, for financial support 
in connection with the outing. 

The employés of the electric lighting works at Reigate went for 
an outing to Brighton on August 25th. They were joined by a 
number of the other municipal departments. 'The cost was borne 
by the Mayor. 

On Friday last interesting presentations were made to two 
Bradford Corporation officials who are leaving to take up other 
appointments. Mr. R. A. CHATTOCk, who is leaving to take up the 
position of city electrical engineer at Birmingham, was presented 
by the Mayor with a gold watch, which had been subscribed for by 
the staff of the electricity works. Later in the day he was enter- 
tained at dinner at the Grest Northern Victoria Hotel, and was 
presented, on behalf of a number of friends in the Corporation and 
out of it, with a set of spirit decanters in a case of a coromandel 
wood, inlaid with ivory. The same evening Mr. R. L. HonsrixrLb, 
who has been appointed manager of the Walsall Corporation Tram- 
ways, was presented by his fellow officials with а handsome brass 
clock with side ornaments and a case of cutlery. 

Mr. R. Parm, electrical engineer for the Borough of More- 
cambe since 1901, has obtained the appointment of electrical 
engineer to the Corporation of Port Elizabeth, South Africa. The 
commencing salary is £600, with first-class passage out, and rises 
to £750. It will be his duty to design an electric lighting and 
power acheme for Port Elizabeth, to superintend the construction 
of the station and installation, &c., and afterwards to act as the 
borough electrical engineer. 


N 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Van Raden & Co., Ltd. (78,383).—This company was registered 
on August @lst, with а capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the business 
of electrical engineers and inotor ignition manufacturers, carried on by H. W. 
Van Raden, at Queen Victoria Road and Spon Street, Coventry, as “Н. W. Van 
Raden & Co., and to carry on the business of enzincers, electricians, silk 
winders, spinners, washers and dyers, manufacturers of motor-cars and their 
fittings, parte and accessories, makers of motor ignition devices and electrical 
accumulators, metal founders, &c. The first subseribers (each with one sbare) 
are :—H. W. Van Raden, 2, Regent Street, Coventry, electrical engineer; Mrs. 
E. Van Raden, 2, Regent Street, Coventry; C. B. Robinson, The Elms, Coventry, 
engineer; V. W. Robinson, Lyndhurst, Kenilworth, solicitor; A. Shettield, 34, 
Gordon Street, Coventry, clerk; W. H. Carson, 22, Hadfórd Street, Coventry, 
clerk; and W. Shelley, 67, Canterbury Street, Coventry, clerk. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than five; the first are H. W. Van Raden, €. B. Robinson and V. W. Robinson 
(all permanent); qualification 250 shares; remuneration as fixed by the 
company. Registered oflice, 142, Queen Victoria Road, Coventry. 


Carlton Motor Co., Ltd. (78,354).— This company was regis- 
tered on August 19th, with a capital of £800 in £1 sbares, to manufacture and 
deal in motors, cycles, automobiles and locomotive or stationary ene ines of 
every description, and to carry on the business of electrical engineers, 
dealers in, and generators, storers, and suppliers of electrical and other power, 
machinists, fitters, inillwrizhts, founders, wire drawers, Ac. The first sub- 
scribers are: -A. Gower, 19, Elm Grove, Cricklewood, engineer, 1 share; А. H. 
Butfham, St. Elms, Vernon Road, Leytonstone, journalist, % shares: Miss Q, 
Gower, Park Hill, Ampthill, Beds., 696 shares; Mrs. A. M. Buttham, St. Elms, 
Vernon Road, Leytonstone, 1 share; J. W. England, 427, Romford Koad, Forest 
Gate, secretary, 1 share; W. J. Gower, 33, Queen's Gate Gardens, S.W., butler, 
1 share; and H. A. Bullen, 4:30, Edgware Road, W., electrical engineer, 1 share. 
No initial public issue. Registered without articles of association, 


Wave Power Co., Ltd. (78,426).—This company was registered 
on August 27th, with a capital of £12,000 in £1 shares, to adopt an agreement 
between the Morley Fletcher Wave Power System, Ltd., and the liquidator 
thereof of the first part, B. M. Fletcherof the second part, D. F. Basden of the 
third part, and this company of the fourth part, to acquire any letters patent, 
rights, privileges, licenses, concessions, monopolies and the like relating to any 
system for employing or utilising sea or other wave power, and to carry on the 
business of an eleetric light and power company in all its branches. The tirst 
subscribers (each with one share) are :— B. M. Fletcher, 7, Victoria Street. SW. 
civil engineer; W. J. Ewing, 15, Houston Road, Forest Hill, S. ., secretary: 
E. Salmon, 8, Durham Road, Manor Park, engineer: L. I.. Smith, 60, Grosvenor 
Street, W., barrister; I.. W. Hawkins, 55, Mayford Road, S. W., chartered 
accountant: О. E. Stubbings, Elstead. Greenford Road, Sutton, Surrey, clerk; 
and G. F. Sagrot, 27, Milkwood Road, Herne Hill, S.E., clerk. No initial publio 
issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than 
seven; the first are B. M. Fletcher, Н. G. Smith, and L. E. Smith: qualification, 
100 shares; remuneration as fixed by the company. Registered ойсе: 3, ЗЬ 
Bwithin's Папе, Е.С. 
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Electrical Post Railway Co., Ltd. — This company was 
registered in Guernsey on August 15th, with a capital of £1,500,000 {n £10 shares, 
with objects as indicated by the title. The first subscribers (each with one 
share) are :—A. J. Swan, 18, Ashbourne Grove, Chiswick Lane, Chiswick, clerk ; 
W. J. Yeoman, 28, Muschamp Road, East Dulwich, S.E., clerk; E. T. Church, 
2, Kepley Road, Clapham, S.W., clerk; A. J. W. Lawson, 48, Forest Drive 
West, Leytonstone, N.E., clerk; H. Spinks, 45, Roding Road, High Street, 
Homerton, N.E., clerk; J. W. Honess, 25, Pendle Hill, Streatham Park, S.W., 
clerk; and Н. Ivan Robinson, 83, Dean Street, Oxford Street, London, W., 
clerk. The names of directors are not given. 


Gell Telegraphic Appliances, Ltd. (78,405). — This company 
was registered on August 25th, with a capital of £30,000 in £1 shares, to adopt 
an agreement with J. Gell and others for the acquisition of certain patents and 
to turn to account the same or any other patents, inventions, licences, conces- 
sions, and the Mke. The first subscribers are:—G. Beetham, II, Gledhow 
Gardens, 8.W., gentleman, 500 shares; J. Gell, 8, Southwood Mansions, 
Highgate, N., electrical engineers, 500 shares; Sir K. Douglas, 64, Old Broad 
Street, E.C., Bart., 500 shares; Rev. R. M. Turnbull, Montague Street, Goul- 
burn, N.S.W., 500 shares; L. M. Isitt, 4, Orlando Road, Clapham, S.W., 
lecturer, 800 shares; J. E. Martin, The Priory, Windermere, surgeon, 900 
shares; and H. Calders, Stoke, Nelson, New Zealand, gentleman, 500 shares. 
No initial public issue. The first directors are J. Gell, G. Beetham, and Sir К. 
Douglass; qualification, £500; remuneration (except man ging director), £550 
per annum or such larger sum as may equal 10 per cent. of the net profits (not 
to exceed £10,000 in any year). 


Metals Extraction Syndicate, Ltd. (78,415).—This company 
was registered on August 26th, with a capital of £5,500 in £1 shares, to adopt 
an agreement with H. R. Cassel forthe acquisition of the patent rights for an 
invention in relation to an electrolytical process for the extraction of gold and 
precious metals from refractory ore, and generally to carry on the business of 
assayers, smelters, electricians, metallurgists, kc. The first subscribers (each 
with one share) are :—A. Govey, 12, Manor Road, Stoke Newington, N., clerk ; 
F. C. Taplin, 60, Fenchurch Street, E.C., accountant; А. К. F. Court, 20, Play- 
field Crescent, Melbourne Grove, E. Dulwich, stenographer: F. H. F. Jones, 
90, Avondale Square, S.E., вгепоктарпег, A. M. Brown, ** Holmwood,” Grove 
Vale, E. Dulwich, S. E., clerk; T. G. Adams, 49, Ravenswood Road, Balham, 
clerk ; and A. Е. Jones, 42, Tremadoc Road, Claphum, 8.W., clerk. No initial 

ublic issue, The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than 
our; the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualitication, one share; remu- 
neration as fixed by the company. 


Electrical Indicator Syndicate, Ltd. (78,431).—This company 
was registered on August 28th, with a capital of 45, 000 in £1 sharen, to adopt an 
agreement between C. Baxter and W. H. Callow, toacquire and turn to account 
patents, rights, brevets d'inrention, licences, concessions and the like, and to 
carry on a business not particularly described except in the title. The first 
subscribers (each with one share) аге: - W. H. Callow, 13, Highbury Hill, N., 
. C. Baxter, Dock House, Billiter Street, E. C., engineer; T. К. 

arhurst, 2, Russell Road, Crouch End, N., clerk; F. W. Callow, 13, Highbury 
Hill, N., book-keeper ; C. J. Bates, 89, Bainabury Road, Upper Norwood, B. E.., 
plumber; and Mrs. E. E. Warhurst, 2, Russell Road, Crouch End, N. No 
initial public issue. 'l'he first directors are C. Baxter, W. H. Callow (chairman), 
end T. K. Warhurst; qualification, 100 shares, Registered Office: Dock 
House, Billiter Avenue, Billiter Street, Il. C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Lisbon Electric Tramways (62,983).— This company's annual 
return was filed on June 16th, when 500,000 ordinary and 425,563 preference 
shares had been ‘taken up out of a nominal capital of £1,000,000 in 600,000 
ordinary and 500,000 preference shares of £1 each. £925,553 is considercd as 
paid. Debentures: £000,000. ` 


Mexico Electric Tramways, Ltd. (56,932).—This company’s 
annual return was filed on June 16th, when the entire capital of £1,000,000 in 
£00,000 ordinary and 500,060 preference shares of £1 each had been taken up. 
£500,000 has been paid on the preference, and £(00,C00 is considered as paid on 
the ordinary shares. Debentures: £400,000. 


Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd. (48,915).— 
This company's annual return was filed on June 30th, when 35,000 ordinary and 
40,000 preference shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £560,000 
in 60,000 ordinary and 40,000 preference thares of £5 each. £5 per share has 
been called up on 55,000 shares, resulting in the receipt of £275,600. £100,000 is 
considered as paid on 20,000 shares. Mortgages nnd charges: £200,000. 


Harrington Electric Light Co., Ltd. (44,135).— This com- 
peny's annual return was filled on June 10th, when 8,900 shares had been taken 
up out of a nominal capital of £5,000 in £1 shares. £1 per share has been 
called up on 3,000, and 18s. per share on 900, resuiting in the receipt of £3,450, 
No mortgages or charges. 


Electric & General Investment Co., Ltd. (31,506).— This 
company's annual return was filed on July 27th, when the entire capital of 
£200,000 in 20,000 ordinary, 100 founders’, and 19,900 preference shares of £5 each 
had been taken up. £1 рег share has been called up on the ordinary and £5 
per share on the founders' and preference shares, resulting in the receipt of 
£130,000. No mortgages or charges. 


United River Plate Telephone Co.,, Ltd. (23,654).—This com- 
pany’s annual return was filed on July th, when 58,000 ordinary and 40,000 
reference shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £500,000 ia 
,000 ordinary and 40,000 preference shares of £5 each. £5 per share has been 
called up on 42,000 ordinary and 40,000 preference shares, resulting in the 
receipt of £410,000. £80,000 is considered as paid on 16,000 ordinary shares. 
Mortgages and charges: £179,947. 


Electrical Power Storage Co., Ltd. (30,313).—This company's 
annual return was filed on August 6th, when 66 founders’ and 18,592 ordinary 
shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £100,500 in 100 founders’ 
and 20,000 ordinary shares of £5 each. £5 per share has been called up on 66 
founders’ and £4 per share on 8,182 ordinary shares. £18,332 бв. 1d. has been 
received, including £474 5s. 1d. paid on four founders’ and 495 ordinary shares 
forfeited. £77,800 is considered as paid on 15,460 ordinary shares. Mortgages 
and charges: £28,400. 


New Century Are Light Co., 144. (67,849).—This company’s 
annual return was filed on July 9th, when 5,000 preference and 14,306 shares 
had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £30,000 in 5,000 preference and 
2,000 ordinary shares of £leach. £l per share has been called up on 2,506, 
resulting in the receipt of £2,506. 16,500 shares are considered as fully paid. 
Mortgages and charges: 46, 500. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. (28,640). 
Issue on August Sth of a debenture for £50, part of series created June 8rd, 
1896, to secure not more than two-thirds of the paid-up capital for the time 
being, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
рде uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same series: 


Guildford Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. (36,725).—Issue on 
July 17th of £1,000 debentures, part of series created November 19th, 1900, to 
secure £15,000, charged on the сора. undertaking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital. No trustees, Previously issued of same 
series: £14,100 (ric). 


British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd. (76, 351).— This com- 
pany’s annual return was filed on June Ilth, when 30, 390 preference and 
69,114 ordinary shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £125,000 
in 50,000 preference and 75,000 ordinary shares of £1 each. 78. per thare has 
been called up on 30,390 preference and 9,114 ordinary shares, resulting in the 
receipt of £17,080 9s., and leaving £356 19s. in arrears, 60,000 ordinary shares 
are considered as fully paid. No mortgages or charges. 100 preference shares 
(7s. called up) were allotted on June 8th. The name was changed to the British 
Electric Transformer Co.. Ltd., on July 16th. 


Electrical Supplies, Rubber and Ebonite (o., Ltd, 
Sheffield (69,894). £1,500 debentures, created and dated June 23га, 1908, 
ebarged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, were 
registered (by permission of the Court) on August 6th. No trustees. 


J. G. White & Co., Ltd. (66,568).— This company's annie 
return was filed on July 13th, when the entire capital of £150,000 in 10, 
preference shares of £10 each and 50,000 ordinary shares of £1 each had bean 
taken up. 60,000 ordinary shares are considered as fully paid, aud £10 per 
share has been called up and paid on the preference. Mortgages and 
eharges: nil, 


Midland Electric Corporation for Power Distribution, Ltd. 
(53,071).—A trust deed dated July 29th, 1903, to secure £220,000 44 per cent. 
debentures, created by resolution of April <7th, 1903, has been registered. 
Property charged: the company’s freehold and leasehold properties, present 
and future, and its undertaking and other assets for the time being, including 
uncalled capital. Trustees: J.S. H. Banner, 24, North John Street, liverpool ; 
and F. F. Begg, Bartholomew House, К.С. 


Electric Timber Seasoning and Preservation Co., Ltd. 
(61,428).— A charge to secure an unspecified amount, but stamped to cover t'H00, 
eharged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, has 
been registered. Holder: H. B. Weaver, 11, Stoae Buildings, Lincoln's 
Inn, W.C. 


Thomas Parker, Ltd. (40,973) —This company's annual return 
was filed on July 31st, when the entire capital of £75,000 in £10 shares had been 
taken up. £57,500 has been paid, and £17,500 is considered as paid. Mortgages 
and charges: £60,000. 


Tyer & Co., Ltd. (56,760).—This company's annual return was 
filed on July lach, when 22,007 shares had been taken up out of a nominal 
eapital of £25,000 in £1 shares. £2,000 has been paid, and £20,000 is considered 
as paid. No calls on seven shares. Mortgages and charges: nil. 


Bryan, Donkin & Clench, Ltd., electrical engineers, Chester- 
field (66,129). —An instrument of charge under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 and 
1897, dated August 1st, 1903, supplemental to trust deed of even date, to secure 
£120,000 debenture stock created hy resolutions of May 28th and July 81st, 1903. 
has been registered. Property charged: the company’s freehold and leasehold 
land at Bermondsey. ‘Trustees: E. A. Smith, Longhills, Branston; and 
A. B. L. Melville, Branston Hall, Branston. 


United Electric Light and Power Supply Co., Ltd. (72,034). 
--Issue on August llth, of £625 dcbentures, part of series created March 17th, 
1903, to secure £3,000, charged on the company's undertaking and proporty, 
present and future, including all its buildings, machinery and other property 
at Guimaries, Portugal, and its uncalled capital. No trustees, Previously 
issued of same series: 4925. 


Crompton & Co., Ltd. (27,200). —This company's annual return 
was filed on August 28th, when 45,000 shares had been taken up out of a 
nominal capital of £300,000 in 100,000 shares of £3 each. £8 per share has been 
called up on 83,000 shares, resulting in the receipt of £219,000 46, 000 is con- 
sidered as paid on 2,000 shares. Mortgages and charges: £100,000. 


Electric Construction Co., Ltd. (39,296).—This company’s 
annual return was filed on August 18th, when 31,330 preference and 112,100 
ordinary shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £400,000 in 
60,000 preference and 150,000 ordinary shares of £2 each. £2 has been called 
up on 18,245 preference and 2,100 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt of 
£40,000. £216,790 is considered as paid on 13,145 preference and 110,000 ordinary 
shares, Mortgages and charges : £250,000. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles & Co., Ltd., electricians, London 
(67,136). Issue on August 14th of £225 debentures, part of series created by 
resolutions of December 8rd, 1901, and February "7th, 1902, to secure £6,500, 
charged on the company’s real and personal property, present and future, 
AD uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same series: 
35,350, 


EEE TI 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Тнк lot of the Kingston electrical department 
Kingston-upon- has по“, up to the present, been by any means a 


Thames happy one; but the results shown by the last 
Municipal accounts indicate that an improvement in the 
Electric right quarter (i.e, in the generating costs) has 
Supply. been achieved, which, if maintained, will 


doubtless enable Mr. Edgcombe,' the borough 
electrical engineer, to place his department on a satisfactory basis. 
In the works costs, the fuel item calls for most comment, showing a 
decrease of nearly 1d. per unit, and £1,040 in the total, notwith- 
standing that 47,000 units more have been sold. The improved 
load factor, and the fact that the gross profit has reached 4'4 per 
cent. on the capital outlay as compared with 24 per cent.—in the 
previous year—are also hopeful signs. During the year some five 
miles of arc cable and 35 arc lamps have been added to the street 
lighting of the borough. The prices charged are, 6d. and 3d. or 
the maximum demand system for private lighting, and 3d. and 
2d. per unit for power. 


The results of the past few years' working will be gathered from 
the following figures :— 


| 
| | І 
Av. revenue | Works cost Units sold. Equiv. S- C. b. 


Year, per unit sold. | per unit sold. | | lamps connected. 
Sa ea === 3 55 = Bes = 
1898 | 485d. 3604. | 232,370 | 11,856 

(15 months) | 
1900 494d. 3˙15d. 364,000 16,130 
1901 | 6'09d. 496d. | 308,860 | 18,899 
1902 ! § 11d. 404d. | 346,332 | 22,885 


1903 | 506d. 3:014. 392,962 | 25,767 


i 
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GENERAL STATEMENT, 
Year ending March 81st— 1902. 1903. Ino, 
Total capital expended we £71,548 £82,784 £11,236 
Units supplied— i 
Private consumers... .. 266, 110 312, 706 46,596 
Public lamps ... ii .. 80,222 80,256 34 
Total ... cas *. 346,332 392,962 46,630 
Equivalent number of 8-o.P. 
lamps connected P ; 22,885 25,767 2,882 
. Number of public lamps 41 76 arcs 35 
Maximum load in xw. ... s 360 362 2 
Revenue Gross revenue £7,379 £8,341 £962 
Account. » expenditure £5,836 £4,930 — £906 
» Profit .. £1,643 £3,411 £2,868 
Average price obtained per unit 
private lighting idi 5:80d. 5`404. — '40d. 
Average price obtained per unit 
public lighting sd Тя 2:594. 2:624. "03d. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. , 
1902, 1903, 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
Sale of energy ... .. £7,187 500d. 48,122 4°98d. — 02d. 
Meter renta, &c. T 192 11d. 129 08d. — 03d. 
Gross revenue ... £7,379 5114. 48,341 5:064. — Od. 


—— ————— —— 


Cost OF PRODUCTION. 
1902. 1903. 
Gross, Per unit. Gross. Perunit. Ino. 
Coal and other fuel ee ee oe £8,556 2:464, £2,516 1°64d. — 92d, 
Oil, waste, water and engine-room 
stores ee ee ee oe ee 295 20d. 245 „15d. — 0d. 
Wages inourred in generation and 
distribution .. ae s 640 
Repairs and manufacture of 
machinery, buildings and plant 


Works and distribution costs £4,829 8 84d. £3,788 2:32d. —1:02d. 
Attendance and repairs, publio 
lamps .. T y ša 2 224 16d 227 14d. — 02d 
Rent, rates and taxes as vs 127 *09d 98 06d. —‘03d 
Management expenses, salaries of 
engineer and clerical staff P» 442 Bld. 460 ‘28d. — 08d. 
General establishment charge | 
stationery, printing, law an 
insurance. V ee - 196 Id. 194 12d. — 01d. 
Sundry charges oe - oe 18 ‘Old. 158 094. 08d. 
Total works cost ee ee £6,436 4:04d, 44, 930 8°01d. —1°03d. 
PROFIT BTATEMENT. 
1902. 1903. 
To interest on loans S. £1,744 £2,022 
Sinking fund ... T 2,093 2,325 
Deficit on year... s —2,294 —936 
Gross profit... .. £1,543 . £3,411 


The improved financial conditions of the last 12 months will be 
gathered from the profit statement. After paying interest and 
sinking fund, the deficit amounts to £936, as compared with 
£2,294 in the previous year. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mather & Platt, Ltd. 


THs annual meeting of Mather & Platt, Ltd., was held in Man- 
chester on August 27th. 

Sir WILLIAM MarBEkB, M.P., replying to a shareholder who 
desired to raise a discussion upon free trade versus protection in the 
metal industries, said that he would not take up the time of the 
meeting in endeavouring to ex the extreme fallacies and 
absurdities which surrounded the fiscal reform pro He was 
very hopeful, says the Financial Times, as to the future of the 
British iron, electrical and engineering industries, provided that 
the workmen and their leaders and the young men of all claeses 
would equip themselves as the young of America, and, in a lesser 
degree, those of Germany, bad done. If this were secured, the 
future of the iron and all other British industries would be bright. 
In regard to the company’s results for the past year, he said they 
were satisfactory in view of the condition of trade generally, and 
it was also satisfactory to find that the large foreign connections 
which the company had cultivated for many years past, especially 
in Europe, had stood them in good stead in the 12 months. Their 
foreign customers had responded most satisfactorily. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ap- 
inted special settling days as under:— Thursday, September 10th. 
ni's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd.— Further issue of 39,028 
shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 157,084 to 196,111. And ordered 
the undermentioned securities to be quoted in the Official List :— 
British Electric Traction Co., Ltd — Further issue of 37,500 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 
318,938 to 350,437. 


Bank Rate Altered.—Yesterday (Thursday) the bank 
tate was increased from 3 to 4 per cent. 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

WHILE the tone of the investment markets continues very steady, 
there is not much doing in any of them. The commencement of 
September is generally hailed with a certain amount of relief as 
likely to bring the listlessness of summer to an end, but the latter 
remains very much to the fore, and the hot weather seems to pro- 
long the days of recess. Besides, the Stock Exchange is closed on 
Saturday, and there is a promise of other hoildays later on. 

Except for a few changes consequent upon prices being marked 
ex dividend, the-electrical sections are singularly free from fluctua- 
tion. The supply shares display a few advances. County of 
London Ordinary and Preference have both recovered their divi- 
dends, and so have London Electric Preference, the deductions 
being 4s., 6s. and 33. per share respectively. Edmundson's Pre- 
ference have come into demand, and the quotation is a little better, 
while Metropolitan Ordinary are up 10s., thus more than making up 
the 8s. dividend which the shares were marked ez on August 13th. 
To diverge into provincials, Oxfords are 5 and Hove 8, Folkestones 
being 61, Bournemouth 13, and the Preference 104. The last named 
receive 44 per cent. dividend, and the second Preference, carrying 
a 6 рег cent. cumulative dividend, look reasonably cheap at 103, 
although the fact that there are but 7,500 of the shares in existence 
naturally makes the market a very restricted one. 

British Electric Traction new Preference shares have at last 
received notice of a special settlement, after several months of 
waiting. There was some technical objection raised by the com- 
mittee of the Stock Exchange in regard to the number of shares 
publicly allotted, but this difficulty was eventually overcome, and, as 
we say, the shares are at length admitted to special settlement. 
There is no change in the price of the Preference, but the Ordinary 
pre a good market and exhibit a 158. rise. London United Tram- 
ways Preference have been more active this week, and still change 
hands in the neighbourhood of 12, the Debenture stock continuing 
at 106. All kinds of rumours circulate in the West of London with 
regard to the intention of the company and its efforts to get across 
Hammersmith Bridge. One report goes so far as to say that the 
London United mean to build a special bridge of their own across 
the river if they can get the necessary permission ! 

Provincial tramways have hardened to 5, Anglo-Argentines are 
dealt in daily round about 44, Potteries are 9}, the Preference at 
the same price being 10s. easier on the week, while Barcelona keep 
at 8, and Belgrano Ordinary at 23. It is somewhat surprising 
that the buoyancy induced in other markets by the capital Argen- 
tine Budget should not have made itself felt in the Belgrano issue ; 
the A and B“ issues are 54 and 5 respectively. 

As it was supposed would be the case, the fears excited by the 
recent accident on the Paris Metro" have considerably calmed 
down by this time. None of the electrical railway stocks have 
fallen this week; Central London Ordinary is & shade harder 
actually, though not quotably, and one cannot buy the stock below 
par, while 1004 has been paid for it several times during the last 
day or two. The Preferred has advanced a point. City and South 
London keeps at 60 middle, at which price it is easier to sell stock 
than to buy it. Metropolitan Consolidated is receiving a little 
attention at about 844, but Districts, 50 points lower, are entirely 
neglected. British Columbia Electric Tramways Deferred at 764 
is 1 per cent. firmer. 

Beveral alterations vary the usual monotony of the manufacturing 
list. Of these the chief is a rise of four points in British Aluminium 
5 per cent. Debenture stock, the market being in short supply, and 
several buyers coming along.  Crompton Debenture shed 1 per 
cent., and so did Electric Construction Debenture. Both the 
Henley shares are ez dividend, and although there bas been no 
change in the price of the Preference, the Ordinary are nominally 
down 43. on balance. 

Almost the only variation amongst telegraph stocks is a { fall 
in Cuba Preference; West India and Panama First Preference are 
also 1 easier, following the decline of the Ordinary last week, 
when fears of what might have happened through the Jamaica 
cyclone were responsible fora small relapse. None of the Anglo- 
American varieties have moved, despite the yacht races, and the 
Trust shares are equally immobile. London, Platino-Bragzilian 
Debentures fell 3 on the deduction of the same amount for interest, 
and Western Telegraph Debenture has risen a point. Telephone 
issues are on the same plane as those of the Telegraph Companies, and 
all that can be said of them is that there is but little doing. What 
attention they do command is wholly confined to the Deferred and 
the Preferred stocks. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business dons 
Present or | Dividends for the last | “losing Closing | week ended 
. NAMB., uotations Quotations : 
Issue, : de three years, pron 926.h. Bept. 2nd. Sept. 2nd, 
1900. | 190). | 1902. Highest Lowest 
67,100 Amason Telegraph болуш ee ee ee oe ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —109 98 — 102 eo ee 
25, ATA Танатар 1 Ta 000 ee ee eo 10 oe oe oe 24— 8% 24— 84 oe nt 
119, 7008 Do. do. сеат ов. 1 to 1,950 Red, .. .. .. | 100 T a уз 70 — 80 70 — 80 E "i 
788,840 Anglo-American Telesa eo s.» es oo s [Stock 84 61s. | 60/6 47 — 50 47 — 50 47 T 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. 3 % Pref. vs Stock | 6 6% 6 90 — 92 90 — 92 91 904 
CASINO No to Ae meee e| аа | ud : 
, one, 0. U ee ee . oe 
1841 | Operaia 0, “тетш ыб year 4. Deb, Red. * 2 2 169 E) 100 — 00 994 93 
е 0. Btock ee oe oe . oe un — 
12,981 | Direct Spanish Telegraph... .. .. .. .. o. — 0€. 6 4% | 4% | 4% 94— 84 
6,000 Ро. do. a Dum Prot ger Vea! el, Са 5 és js "E 7— 8 1— 8 
80,000 Do. do. 55 $a 92 50 5 И se 97 —101 % 97 —101 % 
60,7108 | Direct United States Cable * 20 8% | 8% | 33% 10 — 104 10 — 10% 104 10% 
87,800 | Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. De Bob., within Nos. L to 1,900, Red. 100 ea к M 99 —102 99 —102 ж. xa 
4,000,000 | Eastein Telegraph, Ord. В А és .. | Stook | 7% 1% 7% 124 —129 194 —129 126 125 
1,965,565 Do 3 Pret. Stock 0 ee ee ee @e 100 eo ee ee 90 — 98 90 — 93 93 914 
1,584,645 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . . .. | Stock : ve 83 105 —108 105 —108 107 ү 
— Eastern 0 Extension, Аа and China Telegraph ' 8 10 71% 7 96 7 96 iM = 15 = 12} 12 
800,000 | Eastern & & South African Tele., 4% МЕ „рь, Мов.1 to 8,000, red red. 1909 | 100 e ea ss 98 —101 98 —1С1 
390,000; Do. do 4 кү t Mort. be. (Mauritius Sub. to 8,000 95 5 А .. | 100 —108 100 —108 % | .. i 
280.04 | » Ba. „ | быы eee e 132 — 21— 181 13 19} 
150,000 Greas Northern Tele Dei 10 |159$ 15 „ | 12496 29 — 23 H— 25 кч ds 
62,5008 ist Mort, Dé von kr 2 100 * 99 —102 99 —102 
N Telephone: Pref. oo ee ө ее 100 5 % 6 % 6 100 —102 100 —102 1014 1 
1,906,667 Do. ° Det. Stock ee e. oe oe 100 e 43 78 — 80 78 — 80 
16,000 Do, do. 6 % Cum. lst Pref. .. e : M 2 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
15,000 Do. do, 6% Cum. 3nd Pref. КИ 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — M 13 
2,950,000 Do. do. 5 V Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 260,000 . b 5 5 5 — 5 5 — b t 
000,000 | Do. do. 8$ % Deb. Stock Red. " vs Btock | 84 84 83 — 96 — 98 
600,000 Do. do. 4 b. Stock Red. ee ee ee ГЕ 100 4 4 4 101 —108 101 —108 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid c ovs 1 6 6 6 — Ц 
100,000 | Pa Pacific cific and European. Tel. 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to l, бө а 100 ER E zu —10) 
8,908 5 Cables Trust к a Ки s 8 .. | Cert. ie E Ps 116 —121 118 zu 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone | F б 7% | 79$ | 7 €, 5 6 514 
40,000 Do. = Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40, 00 b s m Ж 4ў— 6} 4 5} vs is 
179,941 А кы Debs. ee ee "P ee ee Stock ee ee ee 104 —107 104 —107 oe ee 
Wost Сома IM Debs., 1 01.500 gual. B b. Tel, | 100 i UP E dg oe 9 — 98 5 - 
о to 7 ras, Bu e oo oe oe == — . oo 
261,980 MAE to by o» „ „ 10 1% | 7% 1 12 — 123 12 — 194 12} 124 
36,0001 o. Debe 22d Sad series, ie e we | 100 sie is "s 100 —103 100 —103 m 25 
400,000 Do. do. Deb. 25068 Red. . ee ee ee 100 ee Mid еж 97 —100 98 —101 994 98 
88,891 Wess india and Panama Telegraph f ie, es 10 196 T - J — P 3 is T 
4680 D т 26, в Cum. Ist Pret, ee ee i ee oe ee — 4 i 64 ° 
80000 Da. do, do, Debe, Nos. 1 to 1,800 10 | .. | .. 5 | во 98 —101 . 5 


20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. oe oe өе 10 eo ee ee 8 — 4 8 — 4 . 9 oe 
800,000) Do. do. 6 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red. e 0 5. | Btook a Ks 88 79 — 85 5 121 8⁵ 
100,000 | British Electric Traction T 8% э Vs ia 10 9 96 9 96 8 96 111— 12 ii 3 ur 
100,000 Do. do. 6 ф Cum. Pre 0 oe ee ee 10 ee ae ee 111— 12 11 — 19 12A 11 
800,0001 A E% P Debenture Stock . .. | Stock és 199 —125 122 —126 (1 in 
100,000 | British Insulated and Hels es x 6 15% | 10% 10 $ Ha 3 Hm a 
100,000 6 . Pref. e О ee b — 

80.600 Do. Oo., bl. Mort. Deb. Red... ee eo ee 7 8 . Nil ee 102 —106 102 —106 

" rowett, Lindley & ee oe ee ee 1 ee — 

50,000 |4 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pret. va ia - SS £1 6 6 de м v idi 14 vo 188 
106,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, „ 1 to 106,781 : ‚з > 9 6 N Nil 2— Т 1 
150,000 do, Non-c us 9 6 8% | 6% 1— 1 — 

125,000 Do. do. Perp b. Stock ee Stock ee ee 99 —102 97 —100 xd 99 
196,000 до. Perp. Ind рь Stock Stock ae an 85 — — 

86,000 | Callender’s Cable Constru ©; ag š 6 16% | 0% 15 pa 1 114— 1 124 114 

40,000 Я до. до. 5 % Cum. Prei. es b is TN 

90,000 до. do. g. 103 Mc Mork Deb. Stock Red. .. | Stock — ee 106 —110 106 —110 109 108 
494,008 Do. do, 4% Pref. Stock ws M s ne Stock 4 4 99 —102 100 —108 102 
494,908 Do. do. ^ do. .. АР na ee .. | Stock x 4 4 101 —104 101 —104 

1,380,000 C МА Бойы) London Railway © E 95 dd MC .. | Stock 87 2 8i 69 — 69 — 61 60 59 

86,000 Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 86, ee eo ee ee oe ee 8 8 7% 5 2 — 94 2 — 94 oe ee 
100,0008 | { Do. Cl!!! 70 000 aa ur M г .. | 101 —106 101 —104 1019 | 1014 

99,961 | Edison 4 Swan United Elec. Light,“ A , 48 paid, 1 to 9,281 | 6 Nil f 0 — 0 — . 

17,189 А o. “ДА” shares, 01—017, 100 6 Nil 1 4 
844,0281 Do. do. 4 Deb. 8 Stock Red. , 100 alg ee oe 51 — 75 ni- 15 ee ee 
114.100 El iiie ойнай, 1 i 1124 um ak us ап pd. m 6% |6% | 6% pros 14 ree КА x we 

ec e. ee 

81,890 Do. do. 1 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,900 vs P 9 vi * vs 8 8 x АР 

вао | Do. do. * {Ж регр. Ist Mort. Date Biot sos] Вюок „ 99 103 в —101 a i 
pie е en NM ey wa aa | BR MES TENE 

'8 Ф LJ or Ф ees xs x 

25,000 е E . ' QUSE oe ee 6 44 ee ee 5 — 53 5 — xd 

48,050 е, бай ба. ч жарыка Deb, Stock .. .. Sook iix б T po mec и 8 xd 
770 | : do. „ Сар do. 4% ist Mort. Deb. 100 „„ aix |a 100 106 100 —108 

10,000 |+ Do. do, Pref. дорад dei... N] 10 Ен T. a 10.— 11 104 — E 

87,860 | Tel Construction and Maintenance 19 [179% 20 % 20 % 84 — 84 — 87 953 
150,000; do. 4 %, чын Bds., Nos. 1 10.1, 800 Red, 1909 100 Me sd ЗМ 100 —108 100 —108 
040,000: | Waterloo & City. Railway,:Ord. B „% „% o» „„ p.100 8% | 8% | 3% 96— 98 96 -- 98 

+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated al] shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Masional Blestrie Free Wiring, 1—4. | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Hleotrio (410 på.) Ord. 14414). 
Ban rate of diseount 3 per cent. June 18th. 1803). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (ontinued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Business done 
Present Stock | Dividends for the Closing Соо 

issue АМЕ, от thi otations Quotations week ended 

: i Share. last years. yr 26th. Sept. 2nd. | Sept. 2nd, 1908. 

1 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest. Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... oe “a 1 9" E A" á di vs 
100,000 Do. 4% 186 Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. ee 100 ee ee 118 —191 118 —121 oe 10 

20,000 Brompton x Kensington El lo Light Bup., TX d to 30. 000 . б 6% | 8% | 8% І - i 1 is 1035 H 

, . um. er. ee eo s. ' os ee Ы 
50,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Eleotricit Supply ране" 5 9% |10% 10 * 9 — 9 — 9g 95 
70,000 bo. do. do. Cum. Pref. ee 6 ee ee ee 6 6 HU ubi 
40, Do. do. “ City Undertaking "' b Cum. Pref, .. 5 e А is 4 5 4 5 4i] c 

950,000 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. . ee ee ee 100 ee oe оа 104 —108 104 —106 105 ae 
44,486 Chelsea Electricity Supply, Ord. ie MA ane 6 6396 4 96 44% 52— 64 53— 6i m .. 
160, do. Deb. Stock Red. . .. | Stock os ms r 108 —111 108 —111 ds T 
70, City of London Electrio Lighting, Ord. 1 40,001— 110,508. "D 10 0 & 5% | 5% 101— 111 10ł4— 113 Ө oe 
40,000 Do. 6 Cum. Pref., 1 to 40 " 10 6 55 ‘is 18 — 14 13 — 14 is s 
400,000: Do. Deb. Stock, Scrip. йы. at 115) ali pad. " ~% s oe 129 —127 192 —197 T m 
800,000 Do. ü Ind Deb. Stock, OV. Certs., all paid . ve 100 ee ee ee 103 —105 102 —105 oes sa 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% | 4% | 4% 8— 9 8 — 9 xd К a 
000 Do. do. do. 6 Prel., 40 {001 — 60,000. - 10 Vs » s 114— 194 114— 124xd . “+ 
400,000! Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. (all paid) Red bs е PN ү 109 —112 109 —112 .. 
50,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares ВА es 6 1% | 17% | 7% 64— 7 7 E. a 
80,000 85 ac 6 % Cum. Pref. . > ae - i ic 6 — 63 64— 8i 6% 
131000 Kensington and каша be miesni ога. е Deb. в . [mà 10 10 & 110 — 114 Еш! p e 

, en gton an hte е есш, ОШ. s 5 10 * "s 
90,000 Do. do. 4 % Debenture Stock .. | Stock | .. 108 —106 108 —106 : T 
110,000 | London Eleotric Supply Corporstion, Limited, Ord. .. To 8 55 M 2— 2 — ee ee 
49,840 Do. do. 6 % Pret. 6 as ‘ie s 53— 6 bj— 6 xd 

250,000: Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red | Stock cs » M 100 —102 100 —102 

100,000 | Metropolitan Electrio Supply, 1 to 100,000 . ES s 10 6% 64% 7196 17 — 18 17à— 184 18 

220,0001 Do. do. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock. ae 80 E ss 108 —112 108 —112 es ES 

20, 000 D. do. Mort. Deb. Stock Бе es ee Stock ee oe ee 917 —]100 97 —100 oe *» 
10,852 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting vs as s 10 7 g 6 & 6 & 18 — 14 13 — 14 : . 
40,000 | St. James' and Fall Mall Electric > Light, Ord. í à 5 |14 144 144 153— 164 1564— 163 19 154 
20,000 Do. do. Pref. 90,081 to 40,080 b 8— 9 8 — 9 8 . 
150,0001 Do. do. do. Deb. Stock Red .. | 100 i» i 98 —101 98 —101 ; es 
888 Smin Markets Eleotrio Supply, Ord P ve é. vs au : m vé ds m З 83 — 5 m .. 

» п naon eo t upp А ee ee ee ee ee ee es 84 ыў se 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, Ora nom. ee oe ee ee ee 5 ее К ee 5 == Б и. v 5А ee 
80,000 Do. % Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 5 ee oe ee 5 — 5 — ss bape 
110,000 Westminster iid ыы 0:9. ee ee se ee ee 5 104% 104% 12 % 13 — 14 18 — 14 1312 1% 
28,141 Do. do. 5 96 Cum. Pref. ee ee ee es b ee ee ee 6 — 64 6 — 64 ae е 

* Subject to Founders Shares. f Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, September 2nd. 
р Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS, &o. Price. Ine or Dee, METALS, &o. (continued), Price. Inc. or Deo. 
a Acid, H N s .. per cwt. 5J- Р 9 Copper Sheet 8 ё% .. per ton £15 £1 inc. 
a 97 N trio ve ee ee per cwt. 22/- es g Т) Rod. ee per ton £15 £4 inc. 
а i Oxalio.. m Я .. per си. 82/- T € " (Electrolytic) Bars .. per ton £66 - 
a 59 Sulphuric ee ee . per cwt. 5/6 ae 6 $9 9 Sheets ee per ton £76 .* 
a Ammoniac, Sal .. рег owt, 42J- és e " " Rod .. рег ton £68 . 
е Ammonia, Маны į (orystal) +. per ton £88 10 we в " n H.C. Wire per lb. 8d. . 
е ee per ton £30 ee / Ebonite Rod ee ee ee per lb. ve 
i Bleaching powder . ‚. per ton £4 10 Ve f ^»  Bheet e 0. per lb. 8/- ee 
а Bisulphide af Carbon Vs .. рег ton £15 * я German Silver wire .. per lb. 16 oe 
а Borax. КУ .. рег ton £18 ia М Gutta-percha fine .. s .. per lb. 8 0 . 
i Benzole (90 00 HS “a .. per gal. 77 is h India-rubber, Para fine . .. рег lb. 4/2 to 4/4 inc. 
a 9 ( ) ee ee oe per gal. 5/6 ee 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets oe eo per ton 21 * 
a sober Sulphate .. © .. рет ton 420 85 4 „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 46/1 4d. inc. 
a Lead, Nitrate . E .. per ton £u ve 4 , Fo 5 rouse per ton From £11 T 
a „ White Sugar T .. per ton £81 5% 4 , Scrap, . per ton 47/6 to 50/ T 
а Meth 3 . ee ee per 2n irae ee { ,9 Wire, galvanised No. 8 ee per ton E Lg oe 
a e y a * т 0 , se 
а Naphthe, Solvent (90%, at 160° Су, ber gal. 5/6 ы : Lead, English Ingot  .. .. per ton 21176 } 25 de. 
а Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. sts Bhee$  .. .. рег ton £18 ee 
a „ Caustic (75/80%).. per ton £24 as ^ Manganin Wire No. 988 .. per lb. 8/- ee 
а Bisulphate E^ .. perton £85 as g Merc .. per bot. £8 10 ‘a 
а Shellao  . .. per owt, 167/- 2) 4 Mica (in original cases) small .. Per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 
а Sulphate of Magnesia. . per ton £4 10 T d „ " " medinm per Ib. 2/6 to 8/9 
а Sulpbur, Sublimed lowers .. рег ton £6 10 50/- dec. d per lb. 4/- to 7/9 .. 
а Т rene ered .. per ton £5 10 2s p Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per lb. 1/ to 1/24 s 
a Lum .. per ton £5 5 Р » rolled bars & per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 bs 
a Boda. Caustic (white 70%) .. рег ton £10 15 os " „ Strip&sheet per lb. From 1/2 oe 
a » tals .. per ton £8 is | 4 Platinum ; per on. £4 es 
a „ M Richromate, 'casks.. .. per lb. | 24d, is f Silicium Bronze Wire . per lb. 10d. to 1/- г 
Steel, Magnet, aco’d’g to desc p n per ton £58 ss 
METALS, &o. 99 , in bars ee ee dei aem oe 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £150 - g Тіп, Block .. .. .. . per ten { “gigs 20 dee. 
b „ Wire, in ton lots. per ton £168 Á Д » Foil .. per lb. 1/6 we 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton 2166 M Wire, Nos. 110 16 . per lb. 17 ee 
p Babbitt's metal ingota .. .. per ton £48 to £145 уй p White Anti-triction Metale— 
є Brass (rolled metal 2” to 12") basis per lb. Td. “з " White Ant" brand per ton £42 to £65 ss 
€ „ Tube (brazed) "T .. Der lb. d - j Yarns, 2108 Grey Cotton, оп вр'1в per lb. 8d. oe 
€ „ „ (solid drawn).. .. per lb. 734. vs j э» еа, Flax. S por lb. . ee 
@ „. fre, basis. ee .. per lb. 74d. is i 4 8 TE Iba. Russian per lb. „ oe 
н Copper Tubes (brazed) .. . per lb. А as j n»n Russian, single .. per lb. 4$d. "m 
(solid drawn .. per lb. . js j 180 lbs. Juterove , per ton £11 e 
А Соррег Bars (best selected .. per ton £75 £4 inc. k Zino, Bbh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) periton £94 5 10/- ine. 


8 . supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; e Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 


dia-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare; h Edward 1 ill & Co.; 4 Bolling &I owe; j Walter H. Hindley and 


Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; я P. Ormiston & Sons; о Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronse Co., Ltd. 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS © 


Week | Reoeipts for Miles Week | Receipts for Miles 
Locality. ending the week. Total to date. open. Locality. ending | the week. | Total to date. open. 
_ 2 &£* £ £* * ШИ: | £t ' : 
Aberdeen. . Aug. 29 | 1,470 | +178 | 17444 | + 9,214 10 — & (South Staffordshire «| Aug. 21 1049 +808 £9,232 | + 3,364, 213 | —2 
Birmingham „ = 5.099 + 49 | 176,663 | + 8,182 ird Ген 888 „ 2% n ш | n + 1 р + d per 
ее ' * a nos г € - eo eo ee E , UT ! 
C e , , aml ae Н К in| E ЕЧ РНЕ 
ac ug. , — Tl | 95,744 | + R94 — eston - super - Mare.. — 2 — 
Blackpool and Fleetwood | S 29 1.436 —127 12.70 f 598 р — | |M Wolverhampton Dist. , 21 397 | + 68 | 15,090 | + 6,674 | 104 ;+8 
Bolton „% 80| 1534 | + 72 | 41,860 | + 6,654 25 | — | & | QWrexham „ 1 ма — 2.9555 — — — 
N T oe ec ». 5 та. 1 9958 + 18,000 41 +4 E d Xorks. Woollen t Dist.. os T] 20 Ner +149 oe +13 839 я = 
Brist o:. . „ 28 5029 — 2 — — 28 — Chatham & Distrio Co.“ „ 21 663 | +118 | 17,908 | + 12,942 853 | — 
Burnley .. vs » 2 670 | 4112 — — 7 | — Dover iw ae eal. aas 29 | 289 | — 7,149 | + 6, 8 — 
Barnsley District ..| „ 21 212 — | 6001; — 4 cL Dublin dE „ 28| 6091 | — 16 | 51,077| + 6463] 46 | — 
| Desonpon | œ 21] 419 — 88! 14.855 440 5 | — East Ham " 29 | 784 | +177 | 15,312, + 4853, 6 |t d 
_Dudley—Stourbridge..| „ 21 892 | + 50 | 27,754 + 3,99 188 — | 9 8 т .. ‚ é| „ 29 18,785 |41280 | 178,781 | +19,493 65 +10 
Gateshead egos. we Seg oak 916 | + 45 28,716 | + 4.468 | 10$ |+ 3 Hull „, 29| 1,514 | + 41| 10226 + 1,860 | 11 +1 
быша О" 1 2 710 iw 15008 ＋ 1.40 „ — 3 Daie oi Thani o pes 29 171 216 20207 | 740 104 un 
Hartlepool  .. „, 21 + 18! 8.967 $ 468 +a 2 Leeds OS ct UD OU 6.680 7511 | 120,008 | + 7,349] 41 | — 
Kidderminster..  .. "$ 931| 14 | -18| 4593 f. 217 4j — | Ё [Liverpool |. у. „ 2 10.43 | «608 | 399,684 | 12,141 | 100 | +13 
9 Merthyr es ee ee [1] 21 199 ===; 6 8, 5.5 — 229 8 == Manchester °з ee 99 29 11,681 4 6086 260,06 = 72 ЖЕ? 
gj Middleton „% wel 1 480 | +108; 10,808 | + 1,897) 84 — Newcastle ..  .. .. „ 29 93,505 | +611 = = wo 
gohan -Aanton web. 2 654 | — 86 | 19,185 | + 1,697) 8 | — Portamouth 255 ..| „ 28) 2,890 — 191 — — ?29 | — 
SERERE IRE ECC e A J ne : f I rd samos) | — 
* ee ee es 3 — t ton ee os [T] [1 A ES Hay a 
jl e 0 e| ж" 21| 149 4 40 | 51,548 $ gb * zs Sunderland „ 28 1,506 | +116 | 27,086) + 1.20 90 (+8 
/ ⅛ se кше) из” | Coated ышкы ыы «ro са wee | qua M 
68s oe е PA = = . AD e. . * == — С т 
Вошроп . . 2 a| 497 |+ 16 107461 + Lool М — |” |Dublinand Lucan Riwy| „ 80| 68 | + 8| ови | e | — 
Liverpool Overhead Ry. „„ 50 | 1,696 | 4.78 | 15,6201 + © 882 | 6] | — 
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METAL MARKET. 


Fluctuations in August. 


AoG. 4 5 6 7 101112 13 1417 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 2831 


AMERICAN ELECTRIC CENTRAL STATIONS, 


In our issue of August 21st we gave some statistical particulars show- 
ing the position of electrictramways and railways in tbe United States. 
There bas now been issued from the U.S. Census Office a similar 
report dealing with electric light and power plants, and stating tbe 
position for the year ended on June 30th, 1902, the same period ав 
the traction particulars covered :— 


Number of establishments.. 


Cost of plants.. ..  &509,181,811 6480, 161,038 22,020.47 


£ 
i E || Т CENTBAL ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER FLANTRA. 
23 Luo dq ger | 
22 | | |SPELTER (G.O.B's.) | | | | et | Total. Private, | Municipal. 
21 RON BUD EBEN RR нїш 3JJJJJõößw yy 8 
20 —— . 3.619 2,804 815 
| 


LEAD (ENGLISH). 


Earnings from cperation .. .. | 898,585,410 | 876748551 86,138 856 


Expenses 367,668,075 $62,442,008 ' $5,245,967 
PowER-PLANT EQUIPMEXT. 


Steam engines. 


.9 


| 
| um | ie 


Аса. Number з $5 se 5,921 4,861 1.00 
к 4 5 6 7 10111213141718192021242526272831 Hone power SONON L| ned 1280 055 „жо 
19 a eS nd 82 
18 EREENSREEMNEE Bn V 351,184 869,916 | 11.218 
17 — mM 22 4- EB GENERATING PLANT, | | 
D ; | 
ae m IE -L Direct ourront constant voltage .. 8,520 8,402 418 
15 E ENSE Number 95 .. Per Sour’ see m ! diram я 
orse-power .. : Кя i , , 
чы и mA NEM Directcürren e constantin БЕА 3,587 2.955 582 
13 Number " Ge wax ee — — = 
12 || Py PTT [1 Horse-power . у. 02. 0. 195,481 157,68 87,18 
a m HEP кап ZAR ODD DER Alternating and polyphase current 6,106 1.284 22 
11 NE B BE E Number o 978,428 87,740 96,668 
10 orse-power .. "P Vc — — — 


OUTPUT or STATION, 


* 1. Бе d * Kilowatt-bours, total for year ,. 2, 487, 218,783 2,241,814, 288 198, 904, 459 
Lixx CONSTRUCTION. 
IRON. Miles of mains and feeders.. — ,. | 12,470,494 | 10,986,608 | 1,098,591 


AUG. 4 5 6 7 101112131417 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 2831 


LiGRTING SERVICE, 


60/- Arc lamps. 
Total „ 85,208 884,418 50,796 
59/- HHHH a Commercial or private s m 178,502 167,709 6,793 
68- ||| II 8 — Publio .. .. £11,706 106,704 46,002 
67/- Zee | dled a Г | Incandercent lamps. | Jj 
Total number .. A 18,006,621 36,429,060 1,577,461 
56/- BN HHHH- - Commercial] or private \ 17,5 2,758 16,065,111 1,494,646 
Б. ТТТ ITT) ee ne TN T 453,765 | 870,949 | 89,816 
su ЕЕЕ g ER a ee | | 
ваг INSET _ VVT 
52 / 4 NI LI I T | — [o Salaries 5 A A | жү ' } 10 , 
— W ds. aS. x4 23,26 £0,791 2,467 
FU Wages. o l | 814919109 | 818,496,718 EO 
50/- I Foreman and inspectors 1,6 | 1 478 82 
F Wages .  .. $1,858,272 $1,297,185 860.687 
49 / Engineers and firemen 8,020 6,671 1,849 
48/. +111] | SLEVELAND | | | TTT Weges.. | 85201988 | 34,416,999 | $785,059 
T . 12890 955 8 
471- — — —ä — Wages .. .. | $2,704,529 $2,508,957 $200,574 
46). HETTE Гүр М ТГ Allotheremployés ..  .. 469 8,7982 65 
45/- F Ш Wages.. Nos. om | $5,854,820 | 85277 | $876,028 


TIN. 


Аса. 4 5 6 7 10111213 1417 18 19 20 21 2425 26 27 2831 


£140 


Tbe New York Electrical World and Engineer in a short editorial 
comment on the two sets of statistics, of which we have given a 
sommary, says "there are so many points of interest in these 
official and first authentic figures that it will take some time to 
digest and comprehend them. It may be noted primarily that in 


139 | | | ] | power plant capacity the lighting and trolley industries are very 
138 a EI much on a par. The street railways have just about 1,300,000 H.P. 
137 NEG in engine and water wheel capacity. The lighting plants have just 
180 EN aes tel 1 a ы; шр for "n epe ies vis 
returned at 6,249,910 kilowatt-hours per day, or 2,261,484, Or 
135 T the year. The lighting plants report ч output of almost the same 
134 EL EX I TEE ECT figure, namely, 2,437,218,732 kilowatt-hours for the year, or 
133 HTT ТТТ 6,677,310 per day; so that while the output of the lighting plants 
13244 [| ТТТ is half & million kilowatts larger daily, the plants run fewer hours. 
131 TCC This is quite in accordance with observation. The dynamo capacity 
I of the railways is 1,204,238 н.р, while the dynamo capacity of the 
130 Elle le ee ola lighting plants is 1,615,480 н.э. Reducing this to kilowatts, it 
129 amm N would appear that the capacity of the railways is in full use nearly 
128 HA Ha eight hours daily, while the capacity of the lighting plants is in use 
127 WAY MN NN about six hours daily. 
126 | ane N „After all, this is a rather surprising result, for a street railway 
125 ||| system is understood to be in operation pretty well all arourd the 
124 BERRA clock, while lighting is necessarily limited to a few houre. On the 
123 PTT Try other hand, the development of day circuits for power purposes has 


come in of late years to increase hugely the output of the lighting 


— C plants, while it is obvious that there must be many trolley systema 
that taken the year through would not average as many hours of 
А СОРРЕВ (G.M.B's.) operation as a busy lighting plant. In each case the controlling, 
А economic idea must be to increase the number of hours of operation, 
11 4 5 6 710111213 14 17 18 19 20 2124 2526272831 for upon that item depends capitalisation and return in dividends." 
ea {tt Be ae 
63 Е 
, 62 
| n E FOREIGN GAS ENGINES AT ST. LOUIS 
E EXPOSITION. 
| 58 
67 THE Scientific American gives the following interesting particulars 
56 respecting the gas engine exhibits at the 1904 World’s Fair at St. 
55 Louis :—The power plant of the forthcoming World's Fair, Bt. 


\ 


Louis, will contain among other items a 23,000-H.P. gas engine, the 
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roduct of Société Anonyme John Cockerill, Seraing, Belgium. 

his engine, it is believed, will be the largest gas engine in service 
up to the time of ite installation. The World’s Fair power plant 
will, we understand, embrace more than 40,000 K. ., and the instal- 
lation will be wholly within the buildings comprising the machinery 
department of the exposition. For the most part, the prime movers 
of the power plant will be placed on either side of the main aisle 
running the full length down the centre of Machinery Hall. This 
aisle will be about 1,000 ft. in length. The engives comprising the 
driving power of the exposition will include gas engines, turbine 
engines, and high-speed steam engines; but by far the most 
3 feature of this power plant must be the gas engine 

isplay. 

The 3.000 H. . gas engine, above referred to, has two cylinders, 
each baving a diameter of 51 in. The length of stroke is 55 in. and 
the revolutions per minute when developing 3,000 н.р. will be 85. 
The length over all of the engine is 67 ft. 13 in. The bed - plate or 
foundation proper will have a length of 77 ft. 6 in. The foreign 
exhibits for the St. Louis power plant were gathered by Lieut. 
Godfrey L. Carden, R. C. S., of the machinery department of the 
exposition, who was detailed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for service at St. Louis. He has been engaged for nearly nine 
months in Europe in collecting late-type units for the machinery 
department, and more power was turned in by foreign manu- 
facturers than could be used at St. Louis. 

While the John Cockerill gas engine will represent the largest gas 
engine in service up to the spring of 1904, Lieut. Carden informs our 
contemporary that when be was at the works of the Gasmotoren fabrik- 
Deutz, Deuts, near Cologne, Germany, he found that that establish- 
ment was engaged in completing designs for a 6,000-н.р. gas engine, 
and that the statement was made to him that by 1905 gas engines 
of this unprecedented size would be put on the market. When one 
considers the relatively small units in which gas engines are built 
in America, the advanced stage of the gas engine industry in 
Europe must be at once apparent. In addition to the John 
Cockerill engine there was secured а 1,600-н.р. gas engine of the 
Oechelbauser type, the product of the house of A. Borsig, of Tegel, 
near Berlin. The Borsig engine will be attached to a Crocker- 
Wheeler electric generator,and the gas producer will come from 
the German house of Julius Pintsch, of Berlin. The Pintech gas 
producer will have a capacity sufficient for developing 2,400 engine 
H.P. The total weight of the shipment from Tegel will approximate 
660 tons. 

A 1,800-8 P. gas engine of the Nuremberg type will also be put 
in service at Bt. Louis. The drawings of this engine show a length 
over-all of 60 ft., and a breadth between extremes of 19 ft. 4 in. 
The fly-wheel will measure 18 ft, and at 1,800 нр. the number of 
revolutions will be 92 per minute. Large as this fly-wheel is, it will 
be exceeded by that of the John Cockerill engine, which will be 
26 ft. 3 in. in diameter. 

Aside from the gas engines displayed at St. Louis the exhibit of 
high-speed steam engines is bound to attract great interest, for it 
must be admitted that in the matter of high speed engines of large 
хов, Americans have not made so much progress as foreign manu- 

acturers. The house of Delaunay-Belleville, of Saint Denis (sur 
Seine), France, will send to St. Louis a complete unit of 1,500 H., 
embracing a high-speed vertical triple-expansion engine, with 
boilers and generator complete. This engine will operate ordi- 
narily at 325 revolutions per minute. Another high-speed engine 
is а 1, 200-H.P. unit of the Willans & Robinson, Rugby, type. Among 
the famous foreign engine builders who have made offerings for the 
St. Louis power plant are Franco Tosi, of Legnano, Italy, a 2,500-#.P. 
steam engine; Carels Fréres, Ghent, Belgium, a 2,500-H.P. steam 
engine; Augsburg-Nuremburg, Nuremburg, Germany, a 2,500-H.P., 
vertical triple-expansion engine; Greenwood & Batley, Leeds, 
England, a 300-H.P. turbine engine; Société Aleatienne de Con- 
structions Mécaniques, Milhausen, Germany, a 1,000-H P. tandem 
engine with direct-connected dynamo. 

It is added that the Machinery Hall of the St. Louis Exposition 
is already applied for several times over. 


THE PROBLEMS THAT ARE FACING THE 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER OF TO-DAY, 
AND THE QUALITIES OF MIND AND 
CHARACTER WHICH ARE NEEDED TO 
MEET THEM.* 


Bx J. G. WHITE. 


Tun qualities of mind and of character needed by the electrical 
engineer of to-day are too well known to need to be specified. 

He should be accurate in his calculations, thorough in his in- 
vestigations, logical in his deductions, lucid and concise in his 
statements. 

He should have untiring energy, an alert mind, abundant initía- 
tive, and reasonable self-contidence. 

He should be absolutely honest in all his dealings, truthful in all 
statements, loyal to his clients, faithful to his employer's interests, 


considerate of his subordinates, diplomatic in his negotiations and 
tactful in all his relations. 


* Abstract of paper read at the joint session of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers and the Society for the Promotion 
of Engineering Education, Niagara Falls, N.Y., July 3rd, 1903. 


However, instead of attempting to rear a structure on the founda- 
tion of the text assigned to us, may we not rather use it as a spring- 
board from which to vault into the general field under discussion 
to-day ? 

This might be summarised under the title: " What education 
should the electrical engineer of to-day have? 

As is frequently remarked, this is the age of great industrial 
combinations and of specialists. Not satisfied with this, the 

cialists now specialise. The engineering field was formerly 
divided into the two general classes of military and civil engineers. 
From the latter gradually developed marine, mining and mechanical - 
engineering, and as an offshoot from this last branch, there was 
recently added electrical engineering. Civil engineers to-day are 
sub-divided into such classes as "hydraulic engineers,” “ bridge 
engineers,” ' railroad engineers,” &c. We also find that electrical 
engineers are classified as “telegraph engineers, electric light 
engineers,“ ''electro-chemical engineers,” telephone engineers,” 
&c. Afew years ago many of us would have supposed that the 
problems of the “ telephone engineer" were those of a high-class 
artisan, and that they would consist largely of trying to unravel 
tangled cobwebs of fine wires, and to understand and to be able to 
operate mazes of signalling, connecting and protecting devices. 

In the early days it was thought that & room of almost any shape 
and size, with a couple of empty boxes for seats, and a switchboard 
of primitive design and construction, was all that was needed to 
make a telephone exchange. Owing to the wonderful growth of 
their business, telephone companies now erect buildings specially 
designed to meet the requirements of their exchanges, and a “ tele- 
phone engineer” must know something of architecture, the strength 
of materials, and other factors entering into modern steel-building 
construction, and many other subjects which should Бе а part of 
a broad engineering education, but which are not ordinarily sup- 
posed to come within the province of a “telephone engineer” as 
narrowly applied. 

It is at least equally important that other engineers who have 
specialised and must know well some part of the field of 
engineering should likewise have a general knowledge of the 
science and of the broad underlying principles of engineering, 
based on a thorough mastery of elementary mathematics, and 
supplemented by some study of Janguager, history, civics, and other 
studies of general educational value. 

The question naturally arises, How can the engineering student 
possibly secure a satisfactory knowledge of allof these important 
subjecte? Much of his special knowledge must be acquired after 
he has commenced the practice of his profession. If unusually 
energetic and capable, all or any part of his education may be 
gained after he enters professional life, but it is preferable that his 
broader education be well started during his school years. For a 
considerable time it has been clearly recognised that law and 
medicine require, for general and special study, more time than is 
possibly available in the ordinary college course of four years. 

If lawyers and doctors can afford the time and money necessary 
to get such educations, should not engineers, in view of the very 
wide range of subjects with which they must now ba reasonably 
familiar, adopt а similar plan? The decision of this question will 
have to be made individually by the young men themselves, 
important factors being the time and money available for educa- 
tional purposes. 

It is well to remember, however, that more important than a 
knowledge of any study, or group of studies, is the ability to 
master thoroughly any subject of which a knowledge is desired. 

In education especially quality is more important than quantity. 
A thorough mastery of arithmetic and algebra is better than a mere 
“ pass grade knowledge of these and all the higher mathematics, 
which is then ordinarily soon forgotten. 

It is better never to have seen the inside of a Latin, French or 
German grammar, and to use correct English, than to have the 
ordinary three or four years “ translating knowledge " of all three of 
these foreign languages and still say, I seen.” 

As in nearly all practical engineering problems, this one of engi- 
neering education can, perhaps, be best set forth by arranging a 
balance sheet showing the credit and debit sides. Against the 
extended education we have expense involved, time necessary before 
the earning period is reached, time required for general stady which 
might be devoted to mastering some special branch of engineering, 
thus more quickly ensuring a comfortable salary, danger to health 
if too much study is crowded into a given period, &c. On this side, 
also, we have the danger that by widely extending the field of 
endeavour we may produce & student rather than an engineer, or 
that the work may be superficial. The importance of thoroughness 
is supreme. 

This implies also that the education of the engineer must develop 
not & dreamer, but & worker, thoroughly competent in his spbere, 
whether great or small. 

It is becter for the world and for the man that he should be a 
high-class mechanic or artisan, with a good common school educa- 
tion, than that he should be nominally an engineer,“ having a 
smattering of many subjects, and ekeing out an existence amongst 
more competent fellows. 

On the credit side of the extended education we have, first, the 
direct satisfaction to be had from its possession and the ability to 
enjoy on even terms the society of educated people. 

Secondly, there is the practical use to which this knowledge can 
be put. 

Third, and more important than the knowledge actually acquired, 
is the learning how to know a subject, and where or in what direc- 
tion to look for information specifically wanted. 

Fourth, there is the certainty that with equal industry and atten- 
tion to his work, the young engineer of ability, with a broad educa- 
tion, will ultimately take higher rank in his profession and be more 
successful in ibusiness. 
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The qualified phrase, “ young engineer of ability” is used advi- 
sedly. The engineer of ordinary or less than ordinary ability will, 
in practical life, acoomplish most by not attempting to have his 
education cover too wide a field, and learning some special depart- 
ment thoronghly. If a young man will take for his motto 
“thoroughness,” and, in planning his list of studies, will include 
first those of prime importance, and then add those of decreasing 
importance, until all his available time is o?cupied, he will be 
planning most wisely. Ordinarily the young man will not be able 
to arrange a course entirely to suit his individual requirements, but 
he can use the method above suggested to help him in deciding as 
between various courses offered. "The choice should, when time and 
mental capacity make it ible, be ín favour of a broad general 
education, supplemented by thorough technical training. This may, 
and frequently will, lead to a general college course to be followed 
by а technical course of two or more years. 

People are to-day looking for engineers and would gladly pay 
salaries of $6,000 to $10,000 per annum for men of exactly the right 
qualifications. It would be easy to find hundreds of men who have 
had all the necessary eral education, and scores who have had 
as well all the needed technical training. The questions which are 
asked, however, are such as the following :— 

Has he good business judgment ? 

Has he tact ? 

Has he the mental capacity and breaith to develop into a 
'" big man?" 

Is he diplomatic, with ability to negotiate ? 

Has he initiative, without being erratic ? 

Will he get resulte ? 

We might divide the studies which are worthy the attention of 
the electrical engineer into four general classes. 

In the first place, we may put these studies which will teach to 
think clearly and express lucidly, which will teach how to 
learn, and will give a comprehensive knowledge of the funda- 
mental facts and principles underlying his profession. "These 
should be learned most thoroughly, and would include English, 
arithmetic (mental and written), algebra, geometry and trigonc- 
metry, chemistry, physics (especially mechanics) general know- 
ledge of principles of electrical engineering, practical ethics. 

The second class may include some subjects which will especially 
tend further to develop clear thinking and clear writing, some 
which will further increase the kaowledge of the general principles 
of his profession, and some which will give knowledge which will be 
professionally and commercially useful. This class includes: 
Calculus and vectors, surveying, Latin (usual preparatory course), 
French (speaking and reading, not translating knowledge of), 
electro-chemistry, advanced engineering studies, business law, 
general principles of modern accounting, civics. 

The third class may include some subjects which are likely to be 
of direct professional or commercial use, and others, the study of 
which will be of general educational value. This class includes 
Spanish, geology, physiology and temporary care of injured, logic, 
quaternions and subjects which are studies of engineering details 
rather than of general principles, &. 

The fourth class may include those studies which will help in 
rounding out the education of the man rather than in furnishing 
the essentia] equipment of the engineer. This class includes, 
Mineralogy, botany, soology, history, political economy, mental 
and moral philosophy, art, music, &c. 

The third and fourth classes of subjects ara useful to round out 
and complete the foundation and framework provided by the first 
and second classes, but should not be indulged in at the expense of 
the relatively more important, A few non-technical subjects merit 
individual mention. 

President Butler, of Colambia University, is reported to have 
said :—“ The first two evidences of an education are correctness 
and precision of speech, and refined and gentle manners.” The 
latter must be acquired almost entirely at one’s home and from 
contact with one’s associates. The correct speech must be acquired 
largely in the same way, but may be learned to a considerable 
extent in the preparatory schools and in the college or university. 
There is nothing more important for the young engineer to learn 
than “che skilful and correct use of language, whether to state a 
fact or convey an ides," understanding that “clear thinking pre- 
cedes clear speaking.” English should be taught from beginning to 
еза of the preparatory school work, and also from beginning to 
ead of the college course. 

More attention may well be paid in the preparatory schools to 
algebra and arithmetic, especially mental arithmetic. 

During the college course it would seem advantageous even for 
the electrical engineer to devote a moderate amount of time to the 
study of the various methods of surveying now practised. These 
can be quickly understood if the student has thoroughly mastered 
his arithmetic, geometry and trigonometry, and a general know- 
ledge of surveying is very likely to be usefal in practical work 

French апа Latin are included in the second class because of the 
mental training and polish to be gained by their study. Some 
knowledge of Latin will greatly assist in thoroughly mastering 
English, and is in this ot more useful than the study of German. 

A kaowledge of French which will enable the young engineer to 
spesk and read with ease is strongly recommended. "The educated 
people of Mexico, South America, Russia and other countries speak 
French, and as this for centuries has been the polite and diplomatic 
language of the world, the advantages to be derived from mastering 
it are likely to be not only educational and social, but commercial 
as well. 

On the contrary, there is little prospect that American engineers 
can practice their profession profitably in Germany or German- 
speaking countries. Nearly all important scientific pepers are now 
promptly translated into English, and there is no longer any speci 
need of the engineer knowing any foreign language for the of 


keeping advised as to the progress made in the work of his profes- 
sion. 

The general educational value of learning one modern language 
seems about equal to that to be gained from learning another. 
Consequently the social and commercial advantages of French give 
it first place for the American engineer. 

The study of a second modern language should be undertaken 
only in case the first can be spoken fluently. Then it would seem 
that Spanish isthe best language to learn. 

The time devoted to various engineering stadies in Class 1, as 
well as Class 2, must depend largely upon the facilities of the 
college attended, and the special work for which it is intended to 


repare. 

Somewhere in the general course there should be included a 
moderate amount of training in modern business methods and 
practices. 

All engineering students should have some reasonable training in 
accounting, so that they would not be entirely ignorant and 
without power of speech if, after beginning the practice of their 
profession, they are asked some elementary questions about the 
annual report of a street railway, electric light or manufacturing 
company. 

A moderate amount of time should also be devoted to the study 
of fundamental principles of business and corporation law. An 
engineer, in practice, should at least be able to draw a contract 
which will be legal and explicit. 

A modern engineer is dependent for his success largely on the 
financier. If the engineer does not kuow that bonds should pay 
interest, and that stocks, if possible, should pay dividends, and has 
no conception of the difference between a stock certificate and a 
promissory note, the financier is likely to form an undeservedly low 
opinion of the engineer's technical knowledge. 

If a young engineer will have before him constantly the ultimate 
and best interests of his employer, will endeavour always to be 
tactful and never to irritate unnecessarily, will—without flattery — 
say only what is pleasant, unless right demands a plan statement of 
an unpleasant trath, then his advance will surely be more rapid 
than if these things are forgotten or neglected. 

The technical problems which face the engineer are certain to be 
recognised as they come up. Too frequently the importance of 
problems connected with one’s business and social relations with 
employers, fellow employés and others is not appreciated. These 
deserve careful and persistent study. Their correct solution and an 
accurate appreciation of the proper proportion of things, constitute 
business sagacity. The paramount importanc» of such matters 
should be repeatedly impressed on students, and they should be led 
to understand thoroughly that еіс satisfactory. solution will be 
rewarded not only by a pleasanter life during working hours, but 
also by increased esteem and greater business success. 


ON A NEW METHOD OF TUNING 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH STATIONS BY 
MEANS OF THE “MULTIPLIER.” 


By COUNT ARCO. 


I.—IMPORTANCE OF RESONANCE. 


AUL experts are now agreed that the most important advance in 
the development of wireless telegraphy consists in the recognition 
and proper application of the law of electric resonance. 

The first to avail himself of the resonance effects of currentes of 
high frequency, to obtain powerful effecta was undoubtedly Tesla. 
Since he, however, only allowed very scanty information as to the 
means he adopted to be published, he long remained the sole 
master of the method. Marconi, in England, was the first to obtain 
a great success by the application of resonance in wireless tele- 
graphy. At present resonance is universally applied in wireless 
telegraphy in all the numerous alternating-current circuits of the 
system, whether low or high frequencies are used. 

In the following ramarks we shall, however, assume the simplest 
arrangements, and consider the law of resonance and ite application 
to vibration systems of high frequency only. We shall briefly 
describe those principal vibration systems which must bs attuned 
to resonauce. 

In fig. 1, 1 represents the transmitter and п the receiver. Each 
consists of a straight aerial wire earthed at the bottom, which, 
when used asa transmitter (1), is thrown into electric vibration by 
the exciting circuit. в, and when used as a receiver (п) by the 
action of the distant transmitter. Each aerial wire has an inductive 
coil, consisting of a few turns, by which connection is made with 
the exciter during trausmission and with the wave-detector, 7, in 
reception. Both vibrate in a quarter-wave length or in an odd 
multiple of quarter wave lengths, whilst the image of this vibra- 
tion system is produced either in the earth, as shown, or in an 
equivalent '' counter poise.” 

The exciting circuit of the transmitter 1 consists of high-tension 
condensers for storing the energy, a spark-gap and a small amount 
of self-induction. When the condensers are discharged through 
the spark-gap, vibrations of defiaite frequency are produced, the 
period of which is determined by the self-induction and capacity of 
the circuit. In the receiver the indicator circuit, like the exciting 
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circuit in the transmitter, is made up of self-induction and capacity ; 
but in this case there is more self-induction and lessjcapacity tha 
in the transmitter. : 

Ths connections of the exciter and indicator circuits with the 
aerial wire will be described further on. 

Resonance must be established :— 

1. Between the exciter and the vibrations of the serial wire 
(taning of the transmitter circuits). 

2. Between the fandamental vibrations of the serial conductors 
at the sending and receiving stations. 

3. Between the fundamental vibrations of the aerial wire at 
the receiving station and the indicator circuit (tuning of the 
receiver circuits). 


IT.—PBzEviovs METHODS OF Томка. 


The practical methods hitberto adopted for ascertaining whether 
resonance bad been obtained between the fundamental vibrations 
of the various systems were as follows :— 

(a) Resonance between the parts of the transmitter itself. 

Res nance between the exciting circuit and tbe vibration of the 
tranem tter was most conveniently obtained by means of a hot-wire 
am pe:emeter (range from about U'1 to 0°5 ampere) furnished with 
a chunt of variable self-induction, and inserted in the aerial wire 


Fic. 1. 


at the poirt of current wavc-crest. The frequency of the trane- 
mitter waa then varied until the maximum amount of current was 
taken up by the aerial wire. The capacity of the exciting circuit 
in the Slaby-Aroo arrangement may be regarded, for the various 
types ef apparatus, as a fixed quantity. It is chosen so large, that 
the ooil used is always fully loaded. On the other hand, the 
periodicity of the primary is so regulated that the self-induction of 
the secondary of the induction coil or transformer, in combination 
with the capacity of the Leydens, is also in resonance with tbe 
slow vibrations of tbe primary circuit. 

The determination ot the resopance by ascertaining the maximum 
absorption of current ir, for practical reasons, preferable to mea- 
surit р the epark length, as the current crest ot the transmitting 
wire is always accessible, but the potential crest is not. Moreover, 
spark measurement only indicates the amount of energy absorbed 
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by the transmitter, whilst the current is a measure of the radiated 
energy, and, therefore, of tbe effect produced at a distance. 

(b) and (^) — Resonance of the receiving wire and of the parts сї 
tbe receiver it«elf. 

Greater difficulty bas hitherto been experienced in tuning the 
receiver to the transmitter, and the parts of the receiver to each 
other. This may be shown by an example:— 

Suppose a const station to be already working, and that several 
ship installations tuned to it are alao working. If now one or more 
ре bad to be newly installed and their receivers tuned to the 
rame statior, the only method available was to cbtain approximate 
ayntony by actual trial. With a fast steamer going at 20 knots, and 
}aving commercial meesages for transmission to land, there was 
little time to spare, and careful tuning could seldom, and only with 
great difficulty, be obtained. The discovery of a method of tuning 
the receivera beforehand therefore means an extremely valuable 
praotical advance. 


III.—Nzsw Митнорв or Tonia. 


The characteristics of the new method will be most readily seen 
from the original experiments made in August, 1901. One and the 
eame signal wan sent continuously by a siagle transmitter and the 
dimensions of the tuning coil were determined as accurately as pos- 
sible for three diffrrent stations all connected with aerial con- 
ductors of different lengths. Fig. 2 represents the arrangement of 
tbe receiver; ? = aerial wire, в, = shunt coil, 8, = earth coi], 
F, = coherer, E = earth, and c = condenser (to which tbe relay 
aud coberer ceil are joined up in parallel), Instead of this method, 
the arrangement of toe receiving apparatus first adopted by Lodge 
and afterwards by Marconi апа many others, in which there was 
simply an inductive convection of the indicator circuit (trans- 
гше: arrangement of the receiver) might just as well have been 
ueed. 
The experiment showed that at, all thrée receiving stations with 
very widely differing lengths of aerial wire, the dimensions of the 
coils в, and в, when resonance was obtained, varied in each case, and 
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in such a way that for the shortest aeria! wire the gr2atert value of 
я, was required; the sum of the two coíle however, always 
remained constant, Now, as the coils, the cober«r, and the con- 
denser are connected in series, and as apparently all three 
indicator circuits, when resonance was obtained, were tuned to the 
seme rate of vibration—namely, that of the common transmitter— 
it follows that the capacity charge of the coil circuit, consisting of 
the combination, in series, of the coherer and the condenser с was 
а constant. The capacity of the condenser c is about 001 micro- 
farad. Since at the transmitting station the product of self- 
indaction and capacity was about 1,000 times smaller thaa 
(8, + 8.) X c, it follows that the capacity o could not be effective 
in tuning the receivers, but that— 

1. The coherer, before it rasponds, and so long as its ohmic 
resistance is infinitely great, forms a condenser; that 

2. Its capacity is very small, so small iu fact, that the capacity 
of c when the two are joined in series is infinitely great in com- 
parison ; and tbat 

3. The coherer capacity alone in combination with the eelf- 
induction of в, and s, is effective in the tuning of the indicator 
circuit. 

It now became a question of measuring the capacity of the co- 
herer, and the following method was adopted. 

With tbe same transmitter as was used in the experiment just 
described, the inductance coils 8, and s, used for the three receivers 
were arranged as shown in fig 3. The upper eud of the coil was 
loaded with the capacity of a wire b — b, the leogth of which was 
varied until the attached coil, acting as a multiplier, showed that 
it was in resonance with the frequency of tbe transmitter. The 
capacity of the wire b — b was then equal to that of the coherer. 
T 16 only assumption here made is that the self-induction of the 
atretched wire is infinitely small compared with that of the coil 
в, + 8, which appears to be quite permissible. | 

The ooherer capacity might be defined by the following wire 
capacity :— 

Length b — b = 350 on. 
Diameter of wire — 1 mm. 
Distauce of wire from ideal earth about 100 cm. 


This method bas one disadvantage. The difference between the 
proximity of t^e absolute earth, and the proxim ty of other earthed 
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conductors give, eepe ially on board ship, unreliable and varying 
values. The stretchei wire was consequently replaced by а glass 
plate condenser, the dimensions of which were :— 


Area of coating, 14 sq. cm. 
Distance between coatings, 0°5 cm. 
Dielectric constant of the glass about 7. 


We thall call these condensers, for brevity, ‘‘ coherer condensers,” 
and their electrio capacity cherer capacity.” The connections 
of the coberer condensers are rhown in tig. 4. Tuning is deter- 
mined by the length of spark in the spark gap. /, which is in 
parallel with the coberer condenser. Iu the older arrangement 
(fig. 3) the high frequency currents of the measuring coil system 
puleate between the wire (0—0) representing the coberer capacity 
and the earth, and consequently flow through the self. indu of 
the coil, v, of the aerialzwire, so that this coil is included in the 
measuring system. The self-induction of v has, therefore, to be 
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added to the self-induction of the measuring coils. The advantage 
of the new arrangement is that the inductance, v, is now outside 
the measuring system, since the coherer capacity is connected 
directly with the poles of the measuring coils. 

After the coherer capacity had been determiued once for all, and 
it had been proved that such capacity varied but little (at least in 
the vacuum coherers with wedge-shaped gap made by the A. E. G.) 
in different specimens, it became possible to tune receivers before- 
hand by this method. 

The process is as follows: 

A coil with which the coherer capacity is connected, and which 
must have precisely the same constants as the coil which is to be 
used later for a particular receiver is connected with the tranr- 
mitter, and its length or number of turns varied until it is in 
resonance with the vibrations of the transmitter. The length of 
this coil or its number of turns is then equal to the sum of 8, + &,. 
The separate values of s, and 8, may now be found as follows :— 

The aerial wire at tbe receiving station is thrown into vibration, 
not by a distant transmitter, but by any sort of excitation—by 
inserting, for example, an estimsted value of s, between the aerial 
wire and earth, as in the old Marconi arrangement (vide fig. 5), and 
then varying this value of s, until the measuring coil, with its 
coherer capacity, is in resonauce with the vibrations of the aerial 
wire. 9, and 8, are thus “ке! determined, and the receiver 
itself is also thereby tuned, if by a previous determination of 
8, + 8, it has already been tuned t» the transmitter. 

A practical form of the receiver coil is represented in fig. 6. The 
values 8, and s, may be easily and quickly varied by simply sliding 
the contacts. [he coil is shown with the coherer capacity joined 
up. In the latest forms the windings of the coils which are not 
inserted are short-circuited by one or more short-circuited pieces to 
prevent their taking up the vibrations. 

Recently we have omitted the coherer capacity, and tave 
determined once for al] a reduction-factor by which the number of 
torns of the coil is to be multipled in order to obtain the number 
of turns required for the coil when connected with the coberer 
capacity. Tois factor for tbe Staby-Arco coherers and standard 
coils is 054. When the number of turns necessary for tuning has 
been found for the coil without the capacity, this number must, 
therefore, be multipled by the above factor to obtain the oorrect 
number of turns в, + 8. 

This method was designed by the writer, and has given excellent 
results in many cases. 

( To be continued.) 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


(CancuTTA SECTION.) 


ON THE PRESERVATION OF INSTRUMENTS AND 
MACHINERY IN BENGAL. 


By Рлог, Bruun, Member. 
(Paper read at Calcutta, March 27th, 1908.) 


— 


» (Concluded from page 360.) 


Mn. Simpson had found that nothing keeps an instrument in such 
good order as constant daily use. He had in use a bridge and galva- 
nometer for over 30 years, and though it had naturally deteriorated 
in appearance, its work wss as good to-day as when erected. Ав 
regards telegraph and teleph: ne instruments, In these instruments 
it is impracticable to avoid the use of wood, but all wood-work must 
be dove-tailed or screwed together, and no reliance whatever can 


be placed on glue. Aleo the instrument must be so designed that 


its proper working is quite independent of any warping or shrinking 
of the wood which may occur. He stated that they had in the 
Telegraph Department used German silver wire for their resistances 
and found it last very well. They were, however, now experi- 
menting with some of the other materials on the market. He 
believed that accnmulator cells deteriorated more rapidly in India 
than in more temperate climates, and he suggested this might be 
due to the increased chemical action caused by the prevailing high 
temperature. 

Mr. RzayNoLpe remarked that the condition of cases on receipt 
depended very largely on the time of the year when they came 
through the Red Sea. The manufacturers insist on using straw to 
a large extent, and in hot weather it invariably rote and causes 
damage. He gota case where a few straws fell and adhered to a 
greased shaft, and when opened in Calcutta the rust had eaten into 
the steel. A large engine packed in England for transit to Calcutta 
was fixed into the packing case by wedges driven in between the 
cylinder legging and the case, with the result that considerable 
damage was done. The speaker believed American packing to be 
the best, aad suggested that this might be due to the extremely 
rough handling which cases received in America, as pointed out in 
the paper. He stated that nearly all the ordinary types of iustru- 
ments rapidly deteriorate when kept in Calcutta; so that after a 
short time it was not unusual to find inaccuracy amounting to 5, 
10, or even 20 percent. In one case a potentiometer was sent out 
to him packed in such a way that when opened up it fell to pieces, 
and yet when it was returned to the manufacturers packed in exactly 
the same way, they complained ! 

Mr. SHIELDS said he remembered some delicate instruments 
being sent out by a firm in Paris. They had been most carefully 
enclosed in a tin-lined oase; but the packing consisted of straw 
which had not been dried. The instruments were in consequence 


subjected on the way ont to a vapour bath for several weeks, and all 
the iron parts were one mass of rust. Manufacturers at home 
were very fond of gluing parts of instrument cases together. This 
was fatal for use in this country; the glue invariably gave way 
sooner or later. The paraffin ranning out of coils of wire some- 
times gave a good deal of trouble. A resistance box was sent to 
him for test some little time ago; the paraffin had rau out of the 
coils, the damp got in, and in consequence the resistance box hed 
an electromotive force of its own. Adding resin to the paraffia 
makes it harder; but it is not so clean. 

Mr. WiLLIAMSON remarked that the best way of keeping cases 
the right side up during transit was to fix battens underneath them, 
which would lend themselves to the shifting ofthe case on rollers, · 
and which would show better than any label how the case was 
intended to be . Та the case of instrumente, he suggested 
that it might be possible to avoid damage due to moisture during 
transit by enclosing a small quantity of calcium chloride in a 

cial cover inside the box, as is done by manufacturers of sensi- 
tive photo. papers, &c. The problem which was exercising him at 
the present time was the best method of keeping a very large 
number of spare parta, such as tramway motor armatures. 

Mr. Poog: Packing is a lottery, and sometimes by good 
luck China goods arrive in good condition, but my experience 
of importing switches, fuses, and other China goods is tbat 
they are specially packed to pound each other to atoms; 25 
per cent. of damages is an excellent percentage, and 40 per 
cent. is more often the rule. Tin cases are usually exceilently 
made and watertight, but the reeult is disastrous if delicate 
instruments are packed in them with damp straw or shavings; 
nails are often driven throngh the sinc when fixing the lids 
and the case is sure to get wet and have the damaged side 
exposed to the water. My experience is that goods purchased from 
a small firm are almost sure to be badly packed, and any raving in 
first cost will be more than made up for by the loss of goods—and 
temper. An extra { in. or J in. in the thickness of cases makes a 
lot of difference to their capability of being stove in, so does the 
quality of the wood used, and neither of these makes very much 
difference in packing charges or carr:age. 

Mr. Meares: I can add my mite to the chorus of condemnation, 
since I have had a number of breakages due to the same causes. 
Where ooolie transit of goods is necessary in the hills, foreign 
manufacturers will undertake to keep the weight and size of 
nearly all packages within reasonable limits for the purpose, but 
the British manufacturer knows better and makes not the least 
eff ort in this direction with the result that much damage ie sus- 
tained. It may be noted that natives of this country bave not the 
remotest notion of shifting heav ing cases by means of 
rollers and bars, or of opening the lids of the same by recognised 
methods. I? these points were fully considered something would 
have been gained in the way of making the packing suitable for 
the treatment it is likely to receive. Again, it is no uncommon 
thing for a steel shaft to be packed without any protective grease or 
paint, and as likely as not the case in which it is enclosed will be 
extremely damp, so that the fact of soldering it up does not do the 
least good. Amongst recent examples that have come to my notice 
are the following:—A large and heavy resistance bridge, the 
ordinary travelling case of which was so constructed that it arrived 
with balf the coils short-circuited and with some of the terminals 
broken off, while in the same packing case with it were some small 
Weston voltmeters! Again a switchboard for heavy testing 
currents arrived with the whole of the copper connections in ruined 
condition, so far as appearance goes, owing to the use of damp 
straw. Again a volt box with broken connection inside, presumably 
due to the same cause. On the other hand, I have juet received a 
fine chemical balance which was packed as perfecily as skill and 
forethought could do it, with the result that it arrived intact. 

The CHAIR Aan in closing the discussion, said that he had ordered 
three water thermometers from a German manufacturer; all 
arrived intact and were put away in a drawer, and sometime 
afterwerds he found that they had all burst. On looking into 
the matter he observed that they were only calibrated up to 
25° C., and that even the attached mercury thermometer only went 
up to 50°! In his experience very few coils bad anything like 
proper insulation, all being too soft, and givirg way in summer. 

e legs of statical instruments should on no account be fixed on 
with shellac. As regards packing. Father Lafont considered tbat 
it would be better to always get instraments out in parts and to set 
them up out here, since the users of electric instruments would 
generally be competent to do this, or should be so; tbe makers 
would then perbaps learn to pack the separate parts so as to be 
immovable, and he would suggest that they should give their 
packers a course of lectures on the subject of inertia, which they 
seem generally to ignore. Recently 56 cells of accumulators were 
supplied to a Paris firm to his order, and the firm in question sent 
the batteries ou to him in the same case which had been used to 
forward them over the short inland journey, with the result that a 
large number of the plates arrived loose or broken. As regards 
rubber tabes and stoppers be inqaired if thera was any satisfactory 
method of keeping them. (Prof. Brühl here suggested glycerine as 
a preservative.) He stated that for ebonite, darkness was essential. 
With reference to a previous speaker’s remark he suggested that the 
decomposition of uupolished ebonite would be greater than the 
unpolished article, as the rough surface, being less dense and hard, 
would probably be more easily disintegrated by exposure. 

Prof. Brunt, in reply, said : The hardest paraffin used by micro- 
tomists, having a melting poiat of close to 60° C., seems to be quite 
solid enough for this couutry. The chief advantage of using 
ebonite in an unpolished state, especially in the case of corrugated 
supporting pillars, is that one can always get a fresh and highly 
insulating surface by giving it a few touches with fiae glass paper. 
Some German makers, for instance, Haénsch & Schmidt, of Berlin, . 
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have adopte 1, for the purposes of articles specially manufactured 
for tropical countries, what they call a tropical outfit, which I can 
highly recommend ; all metal parte are strongly nickelled, and any 
Nicol’s prisms, which, for instance, may form adjancts of photo- 
metric appara*us, have their calcspar rhombs protected by cover- 
glasses cemented on with Canada balsam. I have had some of 
Haéisch & Schmidt’s instruments in use for more than ten years, 
aud they look as if they had been got a few weeks ago. I, too, 
have had a great deal of trouble with silvered scales; in the case of 
high-clas: instruments, scales engraved on solid polished silver or 
some permanent alloy should be adopted. For years I have used a 
deviceto keep dry one of my balances as well as a Clifton electro- 
meter. I have replaced the top of the balance case by a shallow 
box having a perforated bottom, and I place shallow trays contain- 
ing ріес>в of fused calcium chloride into the box. The electr>- 
meter I have housed in an outer case with a similar top to it. 
Materials for drying the air should be placed on top; materials for 
absorbing carbonic acid should be kept at the bottom. As concen- 
trated sulpburic acid begins to dissociate at about 30° C. with the 
formation of volatile sulphuric anhydride, sulphuric a»id ighould 
not be used in thie country as a desiccating agent, just as it cannot 
be used for most part of the year as an absorb nt of water vapour 
in chemical analysis. As regards the incompetance of people often 
employed in Calcutta. Unfortunately to Europeans the cost of 
living in this country has become so exorbitant of lite years, that if 
we want to employ Europeans as foremen аза ov :reeers, we must 
pay them wages which make their income the real aud not only tue 
nominal equivalent of what they would earn in England. As 
regards dynamos, the chief trouble one has is about insulation. I 
should advise my friends to specify that armatures and field magnet 
ooils should have every layer of conductors well painted with good 
shellac varnish or some equally effective composition, and after 
finishing to have them well baked. Damp surroundings produce 
consumption, even in electric machinery. The spare parts which 
electricians have an opportunity to keep are most of them quite 
valuable enough to make it worth one’s while to build a properly 
constructed store room for them. Such a store room must have a 
proper flooring; mud-floors are quite out of question. Parts spe- 
cially liable to decay, like armatures, should be kept in a well aired, 
cleanly kept upper room. It is quite astonishing how vast a dif- 
ference there is in this country between a ground floor and a first 
floor as regards dryness. Even during the driest part of the year— 
1 speak of Lower Bengal—frictional electrical experiments rarely 
succeed with certainty before 10 am. and after 3 p.m., if tried ina 
room on the ground floor; and yet I have been successful as early as 
7 o'clock in the morning in & room on the first floor with a low 
stratum of mist hovering over the ground outside. As regards wood 
joints, oblique dove-tailing is very effective; glued joints ara worthless. 
Of course, manufacturers should only use the best seasoned wood. 

I do not believe that the life of a good accumulator cell, provided 
the call is carefully treated, is much shorter in India than in 
Europe. But І, too, have had a fearful experisnce with a battery. 
The type of cell was not the kind I had specified, although it was & 
call the praises of which had been sung by more than one English 
authority and in more than one text-book. Luckiiy the company 
who mavufactured that battery went into liquidation soon after and 
can do no further harm. But my battery was a sight really worth 
. seeing, after it had been working for six weeks; every positive plate 
had buckled int» the shape of a cocked hat ; and you might straighten 
them as much as you liked, in a few days there you had your cocked 
hat again. I have never—before or after—done so heavy 
mechanical labour nor ruined as many pairs of boots and trousers, as 
Idid daring those ghastly three or four months, until we got the 
battery replaced by one consisting chiefly of Tudor cells. With 
me, Tudor cells—at least the majority of them—as well as the 
venerable E.P.S. cells have done very creditably ; I have also been 
told that the Chloride cell has behaved well in a sister institution. 
Of course, I have always been very careful about maximum charges 
and discharges; my battery has been in work practically without 
interruption, and I have never allowed it to stand without its being 
charged up at frequent intervals. The accumulator cell will pro- 
bably always remain a rather delicate plant. It would be very nice, 
if we could get & cell which would remain on its good behaviour, 
however much maltreated; but such a cell will probably not be in- 
vented, until the millenium dawns on a fagged-out world. I never 
use dry batteries. In my laboratory I use partly Leclanché cells, 
partly small accumulator cells of the ordinary type. I should like 
to point out to any of my friends, who have to order instruments, 
the advisability of completely specifying their requirements. After 
all we must not expect home-firms to find out themselves every- 
thing about the tropics. When ordering thermometers, I always 
specify that the capillary tube must end in a small reservoir of a 
suffi sient capacity to receive the overflow mercury up to a tempera- 
ture of 45° С. I have nearly always found the firms, Germans as 
wellas English, from whom I have obtained instruments, ready to 
receive suggestions and to act on them. Now and then one does 
get to deal with a firm who think that they have nothing to learn; 
but as soon as I find that out, they get no further orders from 
me. Ол the other band, I know of firms who have made special 
experiments on wood suitable for tropical climates. I know of a 
firm who have taken a great deal of trouble in trying to evolve a 
safe system of packing dynamos for shipment to distant countries. 
Neither of these firms are American. It is, however, a psycholo- 
gical riddle how certain firms can take a great deal of trouble over 
giving their goods a fine finish, and how immediately afterwards 
they pack them, во that not only all the fine finisb, but the 
article itself is almost certain to Ъз ruined.* Among the 


* Varnished parts, whether of wood or metal, should not be 
wrapped in unprepared tissue papers, as is commonly done, but in 
the oiled or paraffined paper already referred to above. 


worst offenders are the packers of such things as switches, fuses, 
&c., especially anything that bas porcelain parte about it. It is 
very easy to these articles so that they caunot be damaged 
during transit. The principle which should be acted on in packing 
fragile articles is to fix them rigidly to some rigid support, but to 
have the supporting frame suspended from or supported by springs, 
the frame being protected from excessive vibrations by layers of 
fine shavings. I have spoken about the probable influence of the 
sea voyage. In most cases, however, the mischief is clearly trace- 
able to damp straw or shavings. Straw should be prohibited as a 
packing material. If possible, one should order one’s goods to be 
sent off from Europe between May and September, or at any rate, 
at atime when there is no slush or soft snow on the grouod. I 
find that the packing cases are filled with what looks more like 
stable litter whenever the case has been despatched during the 
winter months. In any case, I join with my confréres in the expres- 
sion of the hope that the parent society may be moved into 
seriously taking up the subject of packing for shipment to distant 
countries. 


THE CONGRESS OF THE 
BLANCHE." 


"HOUILLE 


By MARCEL BLOCH, Ingénieur Civil. 


THE picturesque title of Howslle Blanzhe, meaning literally 
* white coal," is applied to the power obtained from rivers 
and waterfalls deriving their flow from the glaciers and per- 
petual snows, and was originated by Aristide Bergés, the 
founder of the Lancey power installations. A long time 
has elapsed since M. Bergés was asked to submit a sample 
for analysis of the houille blanche, and at the present time 
the metaphor is known to the world as the motive power of 
the future. This is especially the case since the introduc- 
tion of electricity has lent these enterprises an import- 
ance which is only now beginning to make itself felt, 
witness the power transmission plants and the electro- 
chemical industry. The fear tbat the coalfields would last 
but a limited time in European countries has disappeared 
before the new régime, and this fact cannot be overrated in 
connection with those countries which already import a 
large percentage of their coal, such as France, Italy and 
Switzerland. An estimate of Mr. Bergés places the 
hydraulic energy of the Alps and the Pyrenees at 
10,000,000 H.P. There are now in actual use in France 
alone some 500,000 H.P. of this total. This figure already 
makes a difference in the consumption of coal in France, 
and the reserve remaining yet unshackled by man’s labours 
will, it is estimated, make an annual saving in France of 
some 200 million francs which is yearly paid for importa- 
tion of coal, amounting to some 13,370,000 tons out of an 
annual consumption of 45,200,000 tons. 

The Congress was convened for the purpose of considering 
the best means of arriving at this desirable result and the 
legislation to be proposed with this end in view. Com- 
mercial questions were fully dealt with, and the technical 
aspect of the problems to be overcome was fully discussed 


The over-production of calcium carbide and other electro- 


chemical products hastened this movement, for power 
stations erected for this industry were in some cases obliged 
to turn their energies in other directions, and the want 
of legislative and commercial facilities in this connection 
caused them to gladly embrace any opportunity to further 
their objects. 

There are now actually installed within a radius of 3 kilo- 
metres around the Niagara Falls, in North America, no less 
than 16 large electro-chemical companies using about 
45,000 H.P., and this fact alone serves to illustrate the 
possibilities held out in the direction taken by the conveners 
of the Congress. 

It is not proposed here to deal with the legislative side of 
the work of the Congress, for this can have but a local 
interest to the great majority of readers. The commercial 
aspect of the question, although interesting, is not yet 
sufficiently developed to merit a long description, and, more- 
over, its importance will appear when dealing with the 
technical points and the problems to be overcome in 
connection with the schemes of water-power installation. 

We wil now briefly deal with the technical pro- 
positions and ideas regarding this matter as set forth by 
members of the Congress,in the papers read, and in the 
visits whicb parties of the Congressmen made to various 
installations in the Alpine district. 
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The electrical characteristics of water power utilisation in 
the Alpine region will be more comprehensively illustrated 
by the following account of the visits made by the author 
to the interesting works of the region, than it would be 
by detailed reports from the electrical papers read at the 
technical meetings, these papers referring to matters of a more 
general character. Yet a summary of the most interesting 
papers may offer some interest to our readers. The highly- 
interesting paper on ** Hydraulic Features of Alpine Installa- 
tions,” by Mr. Drouhm, will be treated with reference to the 
visit paid by the Congress, to the Livet station, which was 
so ably installed by Mr. Drouhm. 

Mr. R. V. Picou drew attention to practical considerations 
to be taken into account in equipping an hydro-electric 
generating station, the most interesting of which are the fol- 
lowing :— 

1. The want of co-ordination between the hydraulic and 
the electric installation, necessitates an intermediary between 
the hydraulic and the electrical engineer; he suggested that 
the direction be entrusted to a consulting engineer equally 
familiar with mechanical and electrical work. It should be 
noted that consulting engineers are rarely employed in 
France, customers as well as contractors failing to appreciate 
the advantages thus obtained. 

2. Again, more attention should be puid to the ideas of 
the electrical engineer in charge of the work, who should be 
consulted simultaneously with the mechanical engineer in 
charge of the hydraulic work, and not after the choice of 
turbines has been made. American or English readers will 
по doubt wonder that such a defective practice should often 
prevail in France. i 

3. Mr. Picou warns electrical constructors against that 
class of installation known as lours de force, & kind of 
luxurious plant resulting in the construction of machines or 
switchboard at a cost out of all proportion to the expected 
paying properties of the plant. Such is the tendency to 
exceedingly high efficiencies, to too close regulation, or to 
costly construction of switchboards, frequently loaded with 
useless apparatus. 

Mr. Ribourt, a well-known professor of the “Ecole 
Centrale des Arts et Manufactures,” concurred with Mr. 
Picou in holding the turbine subordinate to dynamo con- 
struction, one of the most desirable conditions in these 
plants being good speed regulation. 

Mr. Sloan pointed out the necessity for reliable and com- 
parative teste of turbines, a necessity fully realised and 
complied with in the United States. A national testing 
laboratory and an association similar to the association now 
dealing with steam apparatus would bring about great 
Improvement in the actual conditions of working. It is to 
be noted that these recommendations were accepted by the 
Congress. 

We cannot help mentioning the work of Prof. A. Blondel 
on a method of quickly calculating overhead lines 
graphically, & description of which will be given in a future 
article, 

. Mr. Gall’s paper on the actual status of the electro-chemical 
industries deserves more than pussing reference, in view of 
the present commercial crisis in this industry and the 
шон expectations advanced when the installations were 

е. 

Among the more important electro-chemical industries 
are :— 

L—(A) Electrolysis of Sodium Chloride.— 

(1) By means of electrolytic cells provided with diaphragms, 
these diaphragms being intended to oppose the reaction of 
chlorine on caustic soda. 

.(2) The production of caustic soda in cells not pro- 
vided with diaphragms, but using mercury as negative 
electrode. Mercury sodium amalgam is obtained, which 
is furthermore again treated by water and passed into soda 
and hydrogen. The Castner and Kellner apparatus is con- 
sidered the best for this purpose, but although used largely 
in England and Germany, the Hulin process is better known 
in France. This latter process employs molten lead for 
forming the amalgam lead sodium compounds which are 
further decomposed by steam. 

‚ (3) The more modern density cells, used in Germany, 
include neither diaphragm nor mercury, the caustic soda 
obtained from electrolysis of the sodium chloride 


solution, which deposits it in the cells by means of the 
higher density of this product in comparison with the sodium 
chloride solution. 

(B) Eſicienci.— It is certain that the apparatus now used 
for the preparation by electrolytic processes of soda and 
chlorine are more economical than the old-fashioned pro- 
cesses of Leblanc and Solvay, especially when water power 
is available to give a cheap supply of energy. The output 
corresponds to a production of 1,260 grammes of caustic 
soda and 1,325 grammes of chlorine—that is, about 400 litres 
an hour, with a current of 1,000 amperes, a maximum 
difference of potential of five volts which represents an 
expenditure of 54 H.P. per kg. of soda per hour. 

(С) Consumption.—It would seem that this industry has 
a bright future, but the principal use of chloride is in com- 
bination with lime to form hypochloride of lime, and 1 
ton of soda suffices for over 2 tons of hypochloride of lime. 
The consumption of soda is, however, practically unlimited.- 
In France alone there are 180,000 tons used per annum, 
whereas hypochloride of lime is scarcely required outside 
the trades of paper and paste making and for sanitary pur- 
poses, scarcely 20,000 tons being used in France. Under 
these conditions, a station producing up to 10,000 tons of 
soda, which is not а great total, can hardly dispose of all its 
chlorine. Other applications of chlorine are being sought 
out. One of these which would appear to be very 
Suitable is tetrachlorure of carbon, a liquid body con- 
taining 92 per cent. of chlorine, with an agreeable odour, and 
possessing, like benzine, essences, and bisulphide of carbon, 
the property of dissolving fats, but with the advantage 
of being uninflammable and not forming explosive mixtures 
with the air. On all sides this new substance i8 being 
experimented with. 

II.—The mauufacture of alkaline hypochlorides is being 
carried out by several processes, the best known being that 
of M. Hermite. The electrolite, formed of two solutions of 
chlorure of sodium and chlorure of magnesium in water is 
in continual circulation from the bottom to the top of an 
electrolyser formed of a cast-iron galvanised bowl. The 
cathodes are formed of zinc discs mounted on two parallel 
arms and turning slowly. The anodes, the active surface of 
which is а sheet of platinum, are placed between each pair of 
cathodes. The intensity of current is 1,000 to 1,200 
amperes under a potential difference of 5 volts, Paper 
manufacturers are in favour of this process. . 

III.—4As is known, chlorates are used in connection with 
oxygen preparations, with certain pharmaceutic products, 
and in manufacture of matches. Recently the Cheddes 
station, with the aid of certain special and perfected 
apparatus, prepared, under the name of cheddite, an explosive 
of & power superior to those now in existence, which was at 
the same time less dangerous and easier to keep. 

Finally, the lecturer said a few words regarding the 
numerous applications of electricity and electrolysis in 
orgauic chemistry. Included in these are—rectification of 
alcohols, their artificial ageing, preparation of colouring 
matters, electric tanning, &c. 

(B) I.—Principal electro-metallurgical industries, The 
more important of these are the electrolytic refining of metals, 
copper, lead, silver, &c., which are worked by the wet 

rocess. 

II.— The extraction of metals, sodium, aluminium, iron, 
&c., which is done by means of the dry process. Mr. Gall 
gave a list of the more important of these. 

He also laid great stress on the importance of the regula- 
tions concerning the production of electro-chemical products, 
especially in regard to the tariffs for transport and the 
duties and customs payments on them, to enable easy 
exportation of the material, without which the industry 
would never be able to exist in the face of foreign com- 
petition. Certain measures for submission to the authorities 
were proposed to the Congress. 

The administrative council of the syndicate which took 
the initiative in convening the Congress commissioned Mr. 
Bourcher to give special study to the problem, in a way во as 
not to overlap the investigations of other members of the 
Congress. Unfortunately, the Congress came to an end too 
soon for M. Bourcher to state fully his results in the matter, 
but he gave an interesting address regarding the method of 
effectually filtering the water before its use. He stated that a 
good intake in order to avoid the floating and suspended 
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matter, as well as the débris dragged along the bottom of 
the river, should be formed of perforated sheet metal placed 
in a horizontal position, which would allow all floating 
matters to pass over, including the ice, which is, in these 
regions, а formidable obstacle to these installations. 
Asregards the filtering of the sand and gravels, it was stated 
that the benefits to be derived from a decantation chamber 
were illusory in connection with torrential rivers and streams 
which are so liable to heavy floods, in which great quantities 


of matter were held suspended, due to the great speed of the 


flow of the water. 

In order to avoid the silting up of decantation chambers, 
it is proposed that the water should be led into small 
canals in which the speed would be diminished to such an 
extent that the gravels and sands would be dragged 
along the bottom, allowing the matter to fall but not 
to remain on the bottom of the canal. This will not 
completely filter the water, but it has been found possible 
to work the installations with the tolerably pure water 
thus obtained. The canals are given such a section and 
slope that no deposit can be formed therein, and, in 
addition, it is necessary to adopt such types of turbines and 
distributors as will permit the rapid replacement of parts 
worn by the action of the sands. Complete data on the 
subject will be presented to the Congress. 


(To be continued.) 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled ezpressiy for this journal byw, Р.'Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
7 » High Holborn, Loncon, W. C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


17.784. Ар electrical magnetic automatic stop-action appliance to be used 
with fustian, corduroy, velvet cutting and other machines." R. REYNOLDS. 
August 17th. 

17,744. “Improvements in and relating to the shifting of points and plough 
guides on electric tramways.” W. J. STEWART. August]l'"th. 

17.745. An improved automatic safety device for use in connection with 
overhead electric conductors." A. Morris. August 17th. 

17,767. “Improvements connected with the electrical propulsion of vehicles 
on the overhead system." C. S. MoIntirE. August 17th. 

17,814. Improvements in safety collision devices for electric tramcars.“ 
R. Happax. (Ramon Rué y Montparlé, Spain.) August 17th. (Complete.) 

17,851. “Improvements in or relating to electric railways.“ С. WrsTING- 
HOUSE. August 18th. 

17,869. Improved process and apparatus for the production of alkalis and 
chlorine by electrolysis," E. A. ASHCROFT. August 18th. 

17,571. “ peo шера in or relating to electric arc Jamps known as flame 
arc lamps." C. OLIVER. August 18th. 

17,896. ‘Improvements in lifeguards for electric cars and other relf-propelled 
vehicles." А. RovLk. August 18th. 

17,919. An automatic emergency brake for electrically-propelled vehicles.” 
J.IzkTT. August 19th. 

17,971. “Improvements connected witb eleotric lamp fittings.” 
Ввлнлм. August 19th. 

17,994. A device for clamping a broken trolley-arm or pole on an electric 
tramcar.“ J. Dawes. August 20th. 

18.010. Improvements in galvanic batteries.” 
GERARD, August 20th. 

18,077. ‘Improvements in electric trolleys.” J. LAUYERNIER. August 21st. 

18,080. ‘Improvements in or connected with means for preventing corrosion 
and injury to water mains by electric currents received through the rails of 
tram lines." W. B. LeacHman. August 21st. 

18,121. “Improvements connected with'enclosed or open electric arc lamps." 
L. C. H. MxxzgIxa. August 21st. 

18,142. "Improvements in or relating to the receiver-cradles of telephone 
instruments." R. F. HALL and Tak ELECTRIC AND ORDNANCE ACCESSORIES 
Co., LTD. August 22nd. 

18,148. “Improvements in or relating to telephone apparatus.” R.F. HALL 
and THE ELECTRIC AND ORDNANCE ACCESSORIES Co., LTD. August 22nd. 

18,167. Improvements in safety fuses.” J. Sachs. August 22nd. (Complete.) 

18,177. Improvements in electric arc lamps." W.W. Вмітн. August 22nd. 

18,185. An improved electrically-controlled indicator." 81zMENS BROS. AND 
Co., LTD., and G. S. GniMsTON, August 22nd. 

18,197. Improvements relating to electric apparatus for motor-cars.” А. T. 
Dawson. August And. 


R. W. 


L. FIEDLER and F. J. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs, W. P. Thompson 
aa 8 е High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
8 pe). 


1901. 
16,827. “ Improvements in apparatus for the electric ignition of the oharges 
in internal combustion engines.“ J. Edmondson. Dated August 22nd. 
16,847. A new ог improved cord grip for electric pendant lamps." 
Wright. Dated August 22nd. 
17,029. “ Improvements in lightning &rresters." British Thomson-Houston 
Co. (H. R. Sargent, Schenectady, New York, U.S.A.) Dated August 24th. 


17,282. “ Improvements in incardescent electric lamps of the Nernst type." 
B. M. Drake, G. В. Ram, and Nernst Electric Light, Ltd. Dated August 29th. 


R. O. 


17,766. “Improvements іп and connected with electric cut-outs.” Н. Oppen- 
heimer. (Actiengesellschaft Mix & Genest, 67, Bulow Strasse, Berlin, W.) 
Dated September 5th. 


18,246. ''Improvements in or connected with magnetic separators.” C. 
Scholl. Dated September 12th. 


18,311. Improvements in means for measuring the energy of three-phase 
alternating current circuits." F. Conrad. (Date applied for under Sec. 103 of 
Patents, &c., Act, 1883. February lith.) Dated September 18th. 

18,400. New or improved controlling apparatus for electrically operated or 
driven ammunition rammers." A. Reichwald. (F. Krupp, Essen, Germany.) 
Dated September 14th. 

18,430. Improved means or apparatus for detecting or indicating ae waves, 
Hertzian waves, and other radiations.” J.C. Bose and 8. C. Bull. Dated 
September 14th. 

18,515. Improved means for automatically indicating a rise in temperature.“ 
F. Castle and C. F. White. Dated September 16th. 

18,577. “An improved push-button controlling electric lift.” J. Bush and 
M. T. Medway. Dated September 17th. 

18,600. Improvements in the treatment or manufacture of per ap- 
plicable for use in electric insulation.“ J. B. Tayler. Dated September 17th. 
jan ** Improvements in bell-buoys." J. A. Fairbanks. Dated September 

18,771. “Improvements in connection with apparatus for advertising and 
like purposes by changing lights." D. Millar. Dated September 30th. 


18,816. ‘‘Improvements in and relating to medical chairs." J.J. Stanger. 
Dated September 20th. 


1902. 


1,402. “Improved means for operating the joints of the overhead wires and 
of the rails on electric tramways.” Н. Collins and C. W. Collins. Dated 
January 18th. 

1417. '*A new or improved electric meter." F. Wyatt. Dated January 18th. 


1.435. Improved coupling joint or connection for electric wires and 
fittings." M. Railing and G. H. Ide, Dated January 18th. 


1,475. '"Animprovement in feeder pillars for electric traction." C. Beck- 
ingsdale. Dated January 20th. 

1,496. "Improvements in eleotric switches." H. H. Berry, P. F. W. Simon 
and E. Skinner (trading as Simon, Berry & Co.). Dated January 20th. 


1.528. An improvement in the manufacture of incandescent electric 
lamps." P.Scharf. Dated January 20th. 

4.597. '' Improvements in and connected with insulators for closed oon- 
düits.“ W. Griffiths and B. H. Bedell. Dated January 20th. 


1,546. "Improvements in the lighting of electric cars operated by the over- 
head conductor system." H. McGillivray. Dated January 20th. 


1,688. Improvements in the electrolytic separation, deposit and refining of 
zinc," H.Paweck. Dated January 21st. 


1,736. “Improvements in arrangements for controlling and regulating the 
supply of electricity to medical heating apparatus and the like." A. Phillips. 
Dated January 22nd. 

6,884. “Improvements in telephonic apparatus." A. Graham. Dated 
March 20th. 

10,952, ‘Improvements in or relating to electric alarms operated by clock- 
work.” E. R. Mannel. Dated May 18th. 

11.269. Improvements in wireless signalling.” J. Munro. Dated May 16th. 


1,828. ‘* Improvements in electric meters." Aron & Flower. 


11,377. ‘Improvements in fittings for metallic conduit systems of electric 
wiring." L. M. Waterhouse and Simplex Steel Conduit Co., Ltd. Dated 
May 17th. 

11,393. “Improvements in apparatus for controliing and operating the points 
of electric railways and tramways." W. H. Stewart, T. B. Turner and E. 
Dixon. Dated May 17th. 

11,829. “Improvements in starting devices for electromotors.“ Н. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,831. ‘Improvements relating to the field magnets of dynamo-electric 
machines.“ H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 


11,832, ‘‘ Improvements in oil guards for the commutators of dynamo-electric 
machines." H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 


11,883. ‘Improvements in electric switches." Н. M. Lake. (General Electric 
Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,885. “ чө крт in electric speed regulators." H. H. Lake. (General 
Electric Co.) Dated May 24th, 

11,887. ‘‘Improvements relating to electric railway тоор on а sectional 
conductor or like system." H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 


12,030. An improved electric autocar for conveying heavy articles in 
factories and the like.” C. Heuze. Dated May 27th. 

12,083. “Improvements in or relating to electric arc amps.” H. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 27th. 

12,156. "Improvements in electric incandescence lamps." С. D. Abel. 
(Biemens & Haiske Aktiengesellschaft.) Dated May 28th. 

12.162. Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trical incandescence lamps." С. D. Abel. (Siemens & Halske Aktiengesell- 
schaft.) Dated May 28th. 

12,292. “Improvements in electrical cut-outs or fuses.” H. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 29th. 

12,293. “Improvements relating to electrio fuse boxes." Н. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 29th. 

12,309. **Ап improved electric heating device." F. de Mare. Dated 
May 20th. 

13,914. Improvements in and connected with telephone connections in the 

arty line system." H. Oppenheimer. (Actiengesellschaft Mix and Genest.) 
Dated June 19th. 

14,109. "Improvements in electro-magnets.” J. A. Timmis and E. W. 
Timmis. Dated June 2184. 

14,286. “Improvements in and connected with the control of electrically- 

ropelled vehicles and trains." Т. A. Hearson. (Sprague & Carichoff.) Dated 

une 2186, 

14,349. “ иена in electrostatic ag eee for measuring potentials, 
J. Ferguson and K. White & J. White, Ltd. ated June 24th. 


14,430. "Improvements in type-printing telegraphio instrumenta" F. H. W. 
Higgins. Dated June 25th. 


1903. 

4,208. ‘Improvements in and relating to the cells of primary and secondary 
electric batteries.“ W. E. Heys. (The Hutchison Acoustic Co., United States.) 
Dated February 23rd. 

4,234. "Improvements in and connected with electric batteries." H. Piquer. 
Dated February 23rd. 

4811, "Improvements in electric insulators.” W. Brandes. Dated February 
24th. 

4.823. Improvements in telephone selecting devices for telephone systems 
and other purposes.“ W. D. Watkins. Dated February 24th. 

4,3683. Improvements in electrodes for reversible galvanic batteries." 
H. Cottrell. Dated February 24th. 

4,369. “Improvements in frames for battery electrodes." H. Cottrell. 
Dated February 24th. 
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BATTLESHIPS AND UNIVERSITIES. 


AMONG the incalculable number of books, technical and 
lay, which have been issued in the English language, 
within the British Empire and in the United States, 
during the past 10 or 15 years, there are scarcely any, 
if any at all, which have been so worthy of publication as 
Capt. Mahan's *Influence of Sea-Power on History," and 
its allied successors. These books, written by a foreigner, 
an officer in a foreign navy, teach us the lesson that the 
greatness, almost the existence, of the British Crown at the 
present time is due to our command of the sea, and that, in 
fact, the power of Napoleon was broken at Trafalgar 
rather than at Waterloo. Similarly they teach that the 
future position of our country among the nations must depend 
upon the extent to which we retain our command of the 
sea; and since the modern ship of war is little but a 
portable laboratory for electrical, chemical, and mechanical 
engineers, Capt. Mahan implicitly teaches that, as a nation, 
we are dependent upon our scientific ability. Pondering 
on some such lines, we may suppose, Sir Norman Lockyer 
has seized the opportunity of his address as retiring 
President of the British Association to give us what is in 
parts a brief analogue of Capt. Mahan’s masterpiece, in 
which the university takes the place of the battleship, the 
scientific educational staff of the country, that of an ideal 
Admiralty, and to which he has inevitably given the title 
of “ The Influence of Brain Power on History." 

Sir Norman Lockyer’s address is far too replete 
with cogent argument and able illustration for us to 
attempt an abstract; but we may indicate the national 
requirements he points out. In the first place, we need 
a public body dealing with the organisation of science, 
which shall combine among its members, representatives of 
every branch of precise and codified knowledge, and shall, 
in season and out of season, impress its views upon the Govern- 
ment, upon our statesmen, and upon those of our politicians 
who are alive to a sense of their responsibility to the people ; 
which, also, will put forward the scientific aspect of every 
question that comes before the community, relegating (per- 
haps) pure party spirit to a level more nearly corresponding 
with its merita, and preventing us any longer from having, 
é.g., military systems, unsuited,” as Sir Henry Bracken- 
bury recently said, *to the requirements of an army which 


is maintained to enable us to make war." It is curious and sad- 


dening to observe howeven our faddists and “ well-meaning ” 


(than which there is no more condemnatory adjective in the 


language) persons have combined till their uproar moves 
governments and misleads the people; only men of science 
remain amorphous, until the lay journalist and the members 
of the public are ignorant of the very meaning of the word.* 


»A short time ago a financial journal stated that a manufac- 
turing concern was failing to achieve success because of too much 
scientific interference in its management ! 
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In the second place, Sir Norman Lockyer wants а “ duplica- 
tion of the Navy Bill of 1888-9 " in the direction of brain 
power, another £24,000,000 being set apart for the creation 
of intellectual battleships, i.e., universities, In years gone 
by a large proportion of our naval force was made up of 
ships given or financed by private citizens; but as the 
empire has grown and the ships have become more costly, 
private enterprise has had to be abandoned, and the fleet 
made a national affair. Similarly (although, to the discredit 
of British millionaires, so much more is done in the United 
States for education by individual beneficence), the new 
universities we so urgently require—if our growing navy is 
not to guard a diminishing commerce, if a reduced national 
income is not to meet an increasing taxation—must be 
founded and maintained by the Government. 

Sir Norman Lockyer, no doubt, was impressed by the 
fact that he was addressing (as president) the British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, which is a society 
founded “to... . obtain а more general attention to the 
objects of science and a removal of any disadvantages of a 
public kind which impede its progress," when he suggested 
that that body should constitute itself the new Chamber of 
National Science (to coin a title). Unless the B.A. is 
prepared to rise considerably to the occasion, we must 
regretfully part company with him here. The B.A. is an 
estimable society, very much in evidence for zy of the year, 
and having the ear of the papers, because it meets when we are 
holiday-making, and when the supply of crime and sensation 
is apt to be deficient : for the remaining 51 weeks it 
slumbers too peacefully to be a power in theland. This, 
however, is a matter of detail. Our other comments upon 
Sir Norman Lockyer's address must go deeper. The 
importance of his suggestion, and the advantage accruing to 

. the community from its realisation, are not to be lightly 
passed over, and we should be the last to say an unfriendly or 
unsympathetic word. It is, we believe, proclaimed of Chicago, 
with pride rather than with shame, that that city wears 
out nervous force more rapidly than any other. Only 
Lewis Carroll’s conspirators ever cried out for less bread and 
more taxes. Two thousand years ago we were warned of 
the danger of putting new wine into old bottles, There is a 
physiological question here which takes precedence over all 
others, Our race, or sections of it, shows well-marked 
symptoms of physical deterioration. Before we can enter 
whole-heartedly into a vast scheme for more perfect and 
longer training of the growing generation, before we can agree 


to the heavy extra taxation it will involve, we must have the . 


assurance of a body of highly-skilled physicians that our youth 
can bear the added strain without suffering in health and 
constitution, Or rather, a method must be elaborated— 
if it be anyway possible—between our physicians and our 
educational experts for giving such extra training in 
improved conditions which shall not merely stem the tide 
of physical decay, but shall actually improve the physique 
ав wellas the intellectual capacity of the finished students. 


pesar — — 


MUNICIPAL TELEPHONY. 


TuE recent Local Government Board inquiry at Hull, of 
which we conclude a report elsewhere in this issue, and 
the discussion last week of the Glasgow Corporation Tele- 
phone Department finances by the Town Council of the 


“second city," afford plentiful material for a few passing 
observations on the latest form of the craze for municipal 
trading. The proceedings at Hull show very clearly the 
haphazard manner in which Town Councils are willing to 
rush into the telephone business under conditions which, so 
far ав we аге aware, are not supported by any other 
authorities on telephone exchange working. It appears that 
the original report was prepared early in 1900, and was in no 
way amended this summer, when it was decided to proceed 
with the scheme, although three years are known to produce 
important changes in telephone practice, and although the 
local telephonic conditions had greatly changed in the 
interval. Further than this, it is clear from the evidence at 
the inquiry that, apart from practical imperfections in the 
proposed system, neither the report nor the estimates paid 
adequate attention to the important question of spare plant. 


There is a consensus of reliable telephone opinion and experi- 


ence that not much over 60 per cent. of the plant of a large 
and growing telephone system can be in use at any given 
time, The effect of this on the average capital cost per sub- 
scriber is apparent to anyone who gives close study to the 
practical conditions of the telephone exchange business; yet 
the advocates of municipal telephony never, to our know- 
ledge, have given this important factor its true value in con- 
sidering the cost of conducting a telephone service. 


We note with surprise that at the Hull proceedings, she 
switchboard was considered to be a mere mechanical detail 
not worth discussing. It appears that a switchboard on the 
old-fashioned magneto **ring-through ” system was originally 
recommended, but at the inquiry this specification was 
thrown overboard, and it was stated that a different system was 
to be adopted, which the Corporation witness refused to describe. 
The inspector subsequently ruled ont questions relative to 
the switchboard, on the ground that it was an unimportant 
detail, not affecting the actual object of the inquiry. Since 
the style of switchboard not only dictates the whole arrange- 
ment of the exchange, the construction of the subscribers’ 
instruments, and to a certain extent the design of the sub- 
scribers’ lines, but also directly governs the kind of service 
that is to be given, it is astonishing that any man qualified 
to preside at a telephone inquiry should deem it to bea 
detail of no importance. 


Hull, at any rate, has been thoroughly warned by the 
ventilation of the subject at the late inquiry, and will 
doubtless not venture to proceed with its telephone scheme 
on the lines originally laid down. But what is to be said of 
Glasgow ? Glasgow is wallowing deep in the mire of an 
unsound and uncommercial telephone enterprise, and is 
making the most prodigious splashing and shouting in order 
to conceal from the uninitiated the real state of affairs. 
Glasgow, like the other municipalities that have taken up 
the business of telephony, was led into it on the basis 
of estimates purporting to show that the average capital coet 
of telephoning a town ranges from £18 to £20 per sub- 
scriber’s line. The Glasgow accounts recently published 
show a total capital expenditure of £270,000 for 9,122 
instruments, an average of over £29 10s. per instrument. 
One does not need to have built the first telephone line in 
London to know that in à modern telephone system all the 
instruments do not represent lines. Many subscribers’ lines 
have two instrumenta on them, some have ten or a dozen. 
Yet in the discussion at Glasgow these 9,000 instruments 
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are freely flourished as “subscribers.” If the Glasgow 
Corporation telephone statistics were more completely 
stated, the accounts would bear a very different interpre- 
tation from that put on them in the Chamber of the Glasgow 
Town Council. 

As to the operating expenses at Glasgow, there are but 
two comments to be made, both arising from the report 
of the auditors. No practical man believes in municipal 
accounts, and we are, perhaps, greater disbelievers than 
most; if so, we find weighty confirmation of our dis- 
trust in the comments of the anditors on the accounts of 
the Telephone Department of the Glasgow Corporation. 
It is there pointed out that no depreciation has been 
allowed for at all. Depreciation is a well-recogniscd item 
of telephone expense, and at Glasgow it ought to assume 
a large figure as much of the Corporation telephone 
system is well known to be fit only for the scrap-heap. 
Another paragraph in the auditors’ report runs as follows :— 
* In our opinion the lime has now coma when the canvassing 
ezpenses should form a charge against revenue.” This recom- 
mendation throws such a peculiar light on the methods 
by which the operating expenses of the Glasgow Corpora- 
tion Telephone Depertment are calculated that it needs 
no comment whatever. 


IT is not only in the United Kingdom 
that private electrical enterprise is in the 
hands of the municipal oppressor. Shanghai has for some years 
past had its own controversy, in which the electrical con- 
tracting firms have wrestled with the municipality and ite elec- 
trical department respecting the injustice wbich they impose 
by carrying on business as electric fittings suppliers and 
installation contractors. Over and over again have the 
affected firms tried to knock something skin to fair 
dealing into the ways of the Council, but withont 
satisfaction. It is quite likely that one of the points 
used by the complainants in their arguments with the 
municipality was the refusal of our House of Commons 
to let the London County Council, and those for whom 
it acted, have the wiring and fittings clauses embodied in 
a recent Bill. But what does the Shanghai Council say to 
this? We do not quote the exact terms, for the discussion 
is too lengthy; but, in brief, this is the line of defence 
adopted :—“ England and Shanghai are not the rame 
place . . At Shanghai there is no Local Govern- 
ment Board or Board of Trade to prevent our carrying 
on the work in the manner which expediency may suggest, 
even though such may be contrary to the custom elsewhere. 
There is none to correct us, so we may tranrgress ав we 
please" Here, indeed, is a dignified attitude for a 
twentieth century municipal corporation to adopt. We 
tremble to think of what might become “expedient” to 
the municipal mind! But, happily, if there be neither L. G. B. 
nor B. of T., there is a Board of Consuls; and we shall not be 
at all surprised if the matter finds its way there before very 
long, should the Council still continue to fail in ita duty to 
the ratepayers who trade within its borders. The accusers 
say that the municipal department is fitting up houses at 
bare cost, and that competition under such conditions is 
well-nigh impossible, “If you wish to confer advantages 
upon the public, redace the price for energy ; there is ample 
margin,and you will thereby be enabled to check the present 
tendency to instal private independent plants, and will 
give a further incentive to the use of municipal electrical 
energy." The soulless municipal retort is this :—“ To cease 
supplying fittings and fans, to withdraw our offer of deferred 


A Voice from 
Shanghai. 


paymente, to abandon our idea of establishing a showroom 
in the Nanking Road district, would inflict injury upon the 
general interests of the ratepayers, and private firms would 
keep up the price of fittings so as to render them too 
expensive for the poorer classes of consumers.” Then, of all 
other arguments the least worthy : © Supposing the quality 
of your fittings was so poor that the electrical department 
could not pass them (I), and supposing your stocks run out.“ 
Then, again: © We used to do a good deal worse than we 
are doing now, for we used to supply plant to any and 
everybody who came to us; now we only supply to our own ` 
consumers.“ The remark respecting quality is really hardly 
worth taking into consideration, for the Corporation has 


itself already committed the error of importing a large 


quantity of “cheap and defective” incandescent lamps 
from Italy ; these, after supplying to consumers, had to be 
replaced at considerable loss to the department, by a lamp of 
superior material. It would have been better for the 
electrical engineer to have held his peace respecting quality 
after that municipal error. He admits that much trouble 
and labour would be saved by giving up the supply of 
fittings, and thus poses as a martyr to the public good. 

It may be thought that the matter is a local one; but the 
Shanghai electrical contractors will, if we mistake not, find 
many a sympathiser among those at home wlio have had 
some experience of municipal rivalry and tyranny in the 
same direction. We hope they will soon succeed in in- 
stilling something of the principles of common justice into 
the minds of Shanghai Councils and their permanent 
officials. 


It is only a short time since the 
prospectus was issued for the high-speed 
electric railway which it is proposed to construct on the Bebr 
system from Manchester to Liverpool, As our readers know, 
the Bill for this line was granted by Parliament some time 
back, but up to the present nothing has been done to realise 
the project. Various descriptive articles, with photographs 
of Mr. Behr and his proposals, have recently appeared in the 
daily press. The question of high speeds is one which 
greatly appeals to the general public: but it remains still to 
be seen whether they will be prepared to pay the higher 
rates which high-speed travelling will certainly entail. The 
proposed Manchester and Liverpool line, if constructed, will 
be the first on which speeds up to and over 100 miles an 
hour will be realised in practice, although a long series of 
experiments have been carried out on а military line in 
Berlin, but so far without any apparent practical results. 
This so-called mono-rail system is well known to our 
readers; but we must confess to serious doubts as to 
whether any of the glowing resulta which have been foretold 
by ita prophet, Mr. Behr, will be realised. We fail to see 
the great advantages of the mono-rail, which in reality is a 
five-rail track, as besides the rail on which the weight of the 
carriages is to be carried there are four other guiding rails. 
We should have preferred to have seen a first-rate standard 
permanent way construction ; and if any safety device were 
thought desirable, it could have been provided by means 
of a couple of guard rails situated either between or at the 
side of the main tracks. It is well known to all railway men 
that speeds of 80 and 90 and even up to 100 miles an hour 
are perfectly safe on ordinary railways, if properly con- 
structed, and that the only reason why the higher speeds 
have not, up to the present, been adopted by railways is due 
to the cost of working at such high speeds, This fact has 
been clearly demonstrated over and over again in the long- 
distance high-speed runs which have at various times taken 
place in the гасе to the North.” We must admit that, 
after the most careful study of the proposed Behr con- 
straction, we do not see anything to recommend it, or which 
would appear to make it more advantageous than first-class 
ordinary railway construction. 

While criticising Mr. Behr's suggestions, we cannot help 
admiring his pertinacity, and we shall certainly look forward 
with great interest to the results which he hopes to achieve 
on the Liverpool and Manchester Railway. It seems only 
appropriate that such a radical departure should take place 
on such historic ground as that on which the first battle of 
the railways was originally fought. 


The Mono-Rail. 
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THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 
(Continued from page 369.) 


THE PREMIER Gas ENGINE. 


The. Premier Gas Engine Co., Ltd., of Sandiacre, near 
Nottingham, make a speciality of an engine of the positive 
scavenging type, which has given excellent resulte under 
test. Up to the present date, including engines from 
150 H.P. upwards, with orders in band, the aggregate is 
14,800 H.P. Single cylinder engines are made in sizes of 
150, 200 and 250 1. H..; above tbis power and up to 
1,200 r.H.P., two cylinders are placed in tandem. For units 


above 1,200 this 
firm offers four- 
cyinder, or double 
tandem engines. 

In the latest 
engines, a separate 
cylinder is pro- 
vided for supplying 
the scavenging air 
supply, as will be 
seen in tbe illus- 
trations, figs. 1 and 
2, and though the 
maximum diameter 
of cylioder bas not 
yet been decided 
upon, they have an 
engine in hand with 
cylinders of 38 in. 
diameter, designed for a maximum piston 
speed of 750 ft. per minute, This firm 
claims to be the first to use water-cooled 
valves and pistons, at least in this country. 

For electric lighting work governing is 
effected by reducing the gas and igniting 
every cycle. This, combined with large fly- 
wheels strongly made so as to stand high 
rim velocity, gives sufficiently steady 
ruaning (even with single-cylinder engines) 
for incandescent lighting. Premature 
ignition is prevented by the positive 
scavenging arrangement. Four - cylinder 
enginesof thistype with fly-wheel alternators 
cake up, power for power, rather less room than the vertical 
cross-compound Corliss steam engine and alternator. 

A Premier engine of 500 mP., having two cylinders 
arranged in tandem, when tested with Mond gas, gave the 
following resulte* :— 

Indicated H. p. (three-quarter load), 489 21. 

Combined efficiency E H. P. 1. II. P., per cent., 70:0. 

Mechanical efficiency of engine, excluding fluid losses, 
81:22 per cent. 

* " Power-Gas and Large Gas Engines for Central Stations," by 
H. A. Humphreys, M.I Mech.E., before the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, December, 1900. 
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With cylinders of  27-in. 
diameter, the speed is 150 revo- 
lations per minute, while with 
cylinders 28} in. diameter, the 
engine runs well at 125 revo- 
lutions per minute. 

Though this firm employs the 
skew-gear method of driving 
the side shaft, it will be noticed 
that the cams are of the grooved 
type; the valve levers have 
coned rollers, and the valves 
are both opened and closed 
mechanically. 


DkvTz Gas ENGINE. 


Of the gas engines manu- 
factured by the Gasmotoren 
Fabrik Deutz, fig. 1 sbows in 
section a single cylioder, double- 


which we are indebted to Die 
Gasmolorenlechnsk, 
1908, No. 10; 
and fig. 2 is a 
perspective view of 
an engine coupled 
to a dynamo. 

This firm has 
made a large 
number of gas 
engines for driving 
both — contiuuous 
current and alter- 
hating generatora. 
lt will be noticed 
that theinlet valves 
are of the inverted 
mushroom type, 
situated 
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dirc ly аб уе the exhaust valves, the sectional views 
fig. 1, requiring little explanation, The piston and gland, 
are water-cooled, as well as the cylinder and exhaust 
valves. 

Four-cylinder engines of this type have been constructed 
to give 1,200 H.P., and a numb:r of these engines of 
1,000 Hr. are driving alternators in parallel, coupled 
direct, and usiog blast-furnace gas, the governing being 
effected by controlling the supply of explosive mixture 
of gas and air to the cader ia proportion to the 
8 


acting four-cycle engine, for. 
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OECHELHAUSER Gas ENGINE. 
The Oechelhäuser engine, a type manufactured by a 
number of German firms, differs considerably from other 


types described, in that the cylinder is fitted with two 


DzeuTz Esxaise: Fic. 2. 


pistons, though the exbaust is by means of slots in the 
cylinder walls, somewhat similar to the Kórtiog engine. 

The explosion of the mixture of gas and air taking place 
between the two pistons, they are forced in opposite 
directions, and to accommodate this arrangement tbe crank- 
shaft has three cranks ; the front piston is directly connected 
to the central crank in the usual manner, but the back 


р; 


‘reasonably in the construction of their works. 


A recent, case in the High Court is typical of the kind of 
claim which may be made against a tube railway company 
when commencing their undertaking. It appears that an 
action was brought by the owner of certain flats in the 
| neighbourhood of Sloane Square for an 
injunction to restrain the Great Northern, 
Piccadilly and Brompton Railway Oo. 
from creating a nuisance. The company 
had found it necessary for the purposes of 
their undertaking, апа iu order to clear 
away the soil taken from this section of 
the tunnel and to connect the station 
with the tunnel by a subway, to sink a 
shaft within 25 yds. of the plaintiff's 
premises. The work of clearing away the 
tunnel soil was carried on continuously, 
day and night, and the plaintiffs com- 
plained of (а) carting clay, earth. and 
other materials between 10 p.m. and 8 a. m.: 
(b) rocking and emptying earth wagons 
between the same hours; (c) hammering 
timber and using a steam crane between 
the same hours ; and (d) shouting, singing, 
and bawling by day and by night. 

The plaintiffs contended that the 
defeadants could not discharge the 
onus of provi"g that the work they were doing was 
within their statutory powers, tbat it was being done 
reasonably, or that it was reasonably necessary for the work 
authorised to be done. The defendants, on the other hand, 
relied on their statutory powers, and called Sir Benjamin 
Baker and Sir Douglas Fox to show that they 5 
t was 
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Ky, Es, Trunk pistons ; s, Air inlet; p; Air receiver; с, Air ports; в„ Gas inlet 
Gas receiver ; ca, Gas ports; o., Exhaust ports; L, Gas and air pump. 


PLan OF OsgoBELHAUsER ENGINE. 


piston has a crogs-head with side rods, whicb, by means of 
connecting rods, actuates two cranks at 180° with the centre 
crank. An extension of tlie back piston rod has a piston 
attached, which constitutes a gas aud air pump. 

For driving dynamos this type of engine is built in unita 
varying from 300 to 1,000 H.P., teveral engines being 
employed for driving alternators in parallel. 


(То be continued.) 


THE LAW OF NUISANCE, 


PERHAPS there is no industry more nearly affected in 
modern times by the law of nuisance than that which has 
to do with the spread of electricity as a means of dis- 
tributing light and power. We do not say that electricity 
itself is often the causa causans of an action for nuisance; 
indeed, there are only a few cases on record whiere actions 
have been successful brought to recover daníages for 
injuries alleged to bave been caused by escaping electricity. 
But within the last few years the introduction of tube 
railways has led to a number uf questions between the pro- 
moters of these undertakings and the owners of property 
whose comfort is interfered with, either during construction 
or working, and in view of tle fact that many tubes are 
about to b» laid beneath the metropolis, it is of the greatest 
importance that the law of nuisance should be clearly under- 


shown, however, that prior to November, 1902, the de. 
fendants had been carrying out their operations as ordinary 
lessees, and were not then acting under statutory powers. 
In respect of the nuisance occasioned during this time, the 
Judge awarded the plaintiffs the sum of £20 damages, but 
upon the rest of the case he said : — 

“ In this case, if the railway company were using all the 
reasonable care which experience and engineering skill could 
devise, they are absolved. Public works of this kind must 
be extremely objectionable to people in the neighbourhood, 
but the question is whether the annoyance can be avoided in 
the r&&sonable carrying out of these works according to the 
best methods, in the light, not only of what was done in 
other cases, but of the knowledge which engineers in com- 
mand have acquired from those cases. In my opinion, the 
railway company has, upon the whole, 80 acted reasonably, and 
they have promised to do what they can to reduce the noise 
of rocking the skips by the use of wooden instead of iron 
shovels. It would be equally unreasonable to require them 
to acquire more of the land, which they had, in fact, scheduled, 
when what they were now doing worked well." His Lord- 
ship also quoted with approval the following dictum of the 
Master of the Rolls in the case of Southwark and Vauxhall 
Water Co. v. Wandsworth Board of Works (1898) 2 Ch. 
603, where he said: —“ The only obligation on the 
defendants was to use reasonable care to do no unnecessary 
damage to the plaintiffs." | 

Where a private Act of Parliament is silent as to nuisance, 
the company are exempt from liability со to the extent 
laid down by the House of Lords in Geddis v. The Pro- 
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prietors of the Bunn Reservoir (8 App. Cas. 455) where 
Lord Blackburn said :—“ It is now thoroughly well 
established that no action will lie for doing that which the 
Legislature has authorised, if it be done without negligence, 
although it does occasion damage to anyone; but an action 
does lie for doing that which the Legislature has authorised 
if it be done negligently, and I think that if by a reasonable 
exercise of the powers either given by statute to the pro- 
moters, or which they have at common law, the damage 
could be prevented, it is, within this rule, negligence not to 
make such reasonable use of their powers.” 

It may be observed that Lord Cross's Committee made 
certain recommendations with regard to the liability for 
nuisance, They expressed the view that where land is 
taken compulsorily for the purpose of a generating station, 
the undertakers should not be subjected to any further 
liability than that which, according to Lord Blackburn, is 
imposed by the common law in the case of persons exercising 
statulory powers and duties. On the other hand, where the 
Bite for a generating station is acquired by agreement, the 
Committee are of opinion that the undertakers ought to be 
subject to the liability imposed by the common law. 

What, then, is this liability at common law ? 

This question is best answered by reference to the case of 
Shelfer v. The City of London Electric Lighting Co. (1895, 
1 Ch. 287). In that case an electric lighting company 


erected powerful engines and other works on land near а. 


house which was subject to a lease, Owing to excavations 
for the foundations оѓ the engines, and to vibration and 
noise from the working of them, structural injury was caused 
to the house, and annoyance and discomfort to the lessee. 
The lessee and the reversioners brought separate actions 
against the company for an injunction and damages in 
respect, of the nuisance and injury thus occasioned. 

Mr. Justice Kekewich, after finding in the evidence that 
the defendants had created a continuing nuisance as regards 
the lessee, and had caused a structural injury to the 
house, held that both the lessee and the reversioners were 
entitled to relief, but under the circumstances, by way of 
damages and not of injunction. The plaintiffs in both 
actions appealed against the refusal of the injuoction ; and 
the Court of Appeal held that there was nothing in either 
case to justify the Court in refusing to aid by injunction 
the legal rights which had been established, and that the 
appeal should be allowed. 

The foregoing observations will have made it plain that 
the tendency of modern legislation is to relieve electrical 
companies and companies which make use of electricity 
from the risk of vexations actions for nuisance ; inasmuch 
as every undertaking of any magnitude necessitates the com- 
pulsory purchase of land, 

But there are other causes operating in a similzr direction. 
The Courts by slight and almost unnoticeable changes are 
gradually modifying their rigorous attitude towards nuisances 
which sre created in the interest of the public at the expense 
of individuals. Moreover, regard is had to the situation of 
the works in question. What would be а serious nuisance 
in Belgravia is not out of the ordinary in Whitechapel. 

It follows that so long as the promoters of an electrical 
undertaking pay all proper regard to the comfort of those 
who live in the neighbourhood of their works, and do 
as little damage as possible, there is but little fear of thg aid 
of the Courts being invoked to restrain the progress of the 
works by injunction. 


ELECTRICITY ON THE FARM. 
By E. GUARINI. 


AMONG the innumerable and éver-increasing applications of 
electricity, those of agriculture, while not of secondary 
importance, are none the less somewhat rare, Nevertheless, 
we can say without fear of making a mistake, that the future 
of agriculture 18 an important factor in the applications of 
electricity. Electricity responds to all the needs of modern 
farming. Ву electricity we can increase the produce of the 
earth more quickly than by any other means; by electricity 
we can work vast expanses of land more quickly and better 
than by steam; one can work at little expense all agricul- 
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tural machines—the most easily divisible of all forces, elec- | 
tricity permite of great economy; and, lastly, farms can be 


. lighted in a manner at once more hygienic, less costly, more Ё 


3 
Fic. 1.— HELIOS PORTABLE MOTOR FOR AGBICULTUBAL PURPOSES. 


agreeable, and especially more safe, since a well-arranged i; 
installation makes fires almost impossible. However few 
installations of this kind there may be at present, ome 
important firm, the Société Hélios, of Cologne, seems to have 
made a speciality of them. They have, indeed, fitted up 
almost all the model electric farms in Germany, in рай” 
cular those of Simmern, Quednau and Crottorf. 


Fia. 2.—Motor DRIVING CREAM SEPARATOR. 


These three establishments differ in the means employed 
for the production of the electricity. 

At Simmern the source of energy is the river, & 
Quednau it is a steam engine, and at Orottorf a waterfall is 
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utilised, which is assisted during periods of drought by a 
steam engine, 

At Simmern, the turbine constructed by Béché drives an 
11-kw. dynamo (110 volts), connected with the mains, and 
with a battery of accumulators of 62 elements, having a 
capacity of 95 ampere-honrs (for a 10-hour discharge). 
During the periods in which the entire output of the dynamo 
18 not needed for the farm work the surplus is used to charge 


the accumulators. On the other hand, when the output is 
not sufficient for the needs of the farm, the accumulators are 


used as well. We will not describe the 
lighting arrangements, as they present no 
new feature. 

The choice of the motors has been guided 
by the desire to replace as far as possible 
men and animals, They are therefore all 
easily portable. Moreover, for machines 
needing а certain power, it has been 
considered sufficient to instal only one 
motor powerful enough to work them all. 
The employment of a special motor for 
each machine has been generally avoided, 
because the efficiency of small-sized 
motors is less than that of large ones. 
The motor is placed near the machine 
it works, and is carried in a kind of 
wagon. . n 

At Simmern the motor used is of 
10-H.P., running at a speed of 1,200 
r.pm. (fig. 1). The truck with the 
electro-motor is better than a steam 
engine, since, apart from the danger of 
fire, it does not need a skilled operator; 
the connections once made, it can 
be immediately started, differing in 
this respect from the steam engine 
which requires the presence of a mechanic, and needs one or 
two hours stoking before it will go. However, in agricultural 
matters, to get the whole of the advantages of an electro- 
motor, the work, must be judiciously divided among the 
various machines, : 

When the latter are on a platform, a small motor 
is used to work them, fixed on planks, and movable 
by two men. Fig. 2 represente, for example, how a 
small motor of $ H.. works a centrifugal separator, 
capable of separating the cream from 430 litres of milk 
per hour. 

The large 10-H. . motor on the truck drives by а belt a 
carrot cutter (fig. 3), placed at the side of the motor, and 
cutting 650 kg. per hour, as well as a machine for crushing 
cakes of linseed at the rate of 500 kg. per hour, and lastly, a 
pump delivering 10 cubic metres per hour, supplying water 
to the stables. 


The same motor, which is powerful enough to work a 
threshing machine, also actuates, by a belt through the 
platform, a straw-cutting machine, capable of giving 150 kg. 
per hour. | 

The connections, being of flexible cable, permit of the 
motor being placed in any position. i 

The employment of electricity has given at Simmern, 
besides considerable advantages, unbounded satisfaction. 

The farm at Quednau belongs to Prof. Backhaus, of the 
University of Konigsburg, and has an area of only 165 
hectares. A dairy has been established 
there capable of giving 10,000 litres of 
milk daily. Here has been installed the 
power station. | 

А Wolff“ engine of 50 H. P. serves 
the dairy, and drives two dynamos; 
the first, a four-pole machine giving 
90 amperes at 500 volts, serves the 
motors some distance away ; the other, 
a two-pole machine, gives 30 amperes 
at 220 volts, or instead 18 amperes at 
320 volts. In the latter case, it is used 
to charge a battery of accumulators 
(Pollak system) of 120 elements. These 
accumulators are used for the lighting of 
the farm and fields, as well as for run- 
ning several motors in the evening, 
when the steam engine is stopped. | 

The current produced is led from 
the switchboard to the motors and 
the lamps, the latter being abundantly 
distributed over all parts of the farm, arc 
lamps in the yard and incandescent lamps 
in the dwellings, stables, barns, 
kitchens, &c. Electric heating, besides, 
is in use at Quednau. Whereas at Simmern 


Fig. 4.—PORTABLE TRANSFORMER. 


two motors were sufficient, a& Quednau it has been deemed 
necessary to have three, | | 

The first, a fixed motor of 2}-H.P., drives a machine for 
straw cutting and another for carrot cutting; the second, 
a portable one of 15-н.р., drives, by means of belting, 
two mills, a machine for crushing cakes of linseed, and a 
water pump; it is also used for a thrashing machine and a 
circular saw. The last motor, also portable, is generally 
used in the granary, and drives a mill. It is connected up 
to the lighting cables. 

Apart from the motors referred. to above, Quednau 
possesses an electric plough. The Hélios Co., who 
have made the installations, construct two types of electric 
ploughs, worked by a motor with a stationary car or instead 
by two motors. The first of these systems consiste of (а) 
the car carrying the motor, which is placed on one side of 
the field; (5) the stationary car p on the opposite side; 
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and (c) a rope to transmit the motion. In the second 
system, the stationary car is replaced by а motor, then one 
of the motors serves for the going and the other for the 
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Fic. 5.—S8U0B-8TATION aT HORDORF. 


return of the plough. The first method is leas expensive 
than the second, but the latter, which absorbs as a maximum 
60 H.P., ought to be employed for very hard earth and 
for the plonghing of furrows :36 metre deep or more. This 
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services to agriculture, especially if the farmer owns а 
waterfall. 

In many cases, however, the working can only be made 
economical by the addition of a fairly important industry. 
At Quednau, a comparatively small erterprise, electricity 
replaces 12 horses and eight men; unless this were the case, 
either the value of the products would suffer or the work 
would not be done so well. The most important item in the 
general expenditure of a farm is that of working expenses. 
Diminish the latter by the aid of electricity, and we shall 
see agriculture regain its position wherever the cost of an 
installation 18 not insurmountable. 

The addition of a secondary industry is not, however, a 
sine quà non of economy for an electric farm. The same 
reeult can be obtained by the association of several farmers 
for the use of current supplied by a central station. The 
station at Crottorf, in the province of Saxcny, demonstrates 
this fact. Use is made of alternating currents at 7,000 
volts, from 500-Kw. alternators, The voltage of 7,000 is 
justified by the fact that the distribution is scattered over 
districts with a radius of 80 kilometres. The power is obtained 
from a waterfall of a height cf 2°7 metres, with a volume of 
6,450 cubic metres per min., acting on three turbines ; these, 
by means of gearing, work a common shaft, which is directly 
connected to the alternator, aleo driven by a steam ergine, if 
necessary. Another generator is installed, worked only by a 
steam engine, For the average demand of current, the tur- 
bines, which represent 350 H.P. to 500 H.P. are sufficient. 
When the volume of water is insufficient for their neede, or 
when the demand is too much for tbem, the steam engine is 
used with them. Here, where we cannot be certain of 
hydraulic power, the steam engine alone is sufficient for the 
production of the current, and can cope with the demand. 
Tbe current is directed to the necessary places through sub- 
stations, in which, by means of rotary converters, the 
alternating current at 7,000 volts is transformed to a con- 
tinuous current of low pressure suitable for lighting purposes. 
Respecting the lighting, every sub-station is provided with 
accamulators, which are charged during the day, and at night 
time are used in conjunction with the converters, 

From henceforward the utility of the station is assured. 
The mschines thus utilised are, moreover, of little conse- 
quence in comparison with the end attained. For working 
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Fic. 6.—ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN THRESHING MACHINE AT CROTTORF. 


latter type is used at Quednau. In a report which Dr. 
Backhaus has made on the resulta of his на ч һе 
declares that electricity is capable of кездеп 


the motors recourse is had to a special circuit, with a low- 
pressure current, transformed from an alternating high 
pressure current by the sub-station converters, 
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Fig. 5 representa the sub-station at Hordorf. When the sub- 


station only contains a transformer, it is sheltered by a sheet- 
iron construction. If the transformer is, on the other hand, of 
very small size, it is placed on poles. What has been especially 
tried at Crottorf is the use of electricity for threshing corn. 


Fig. 6 shows an installation of this kind with a portable’ 


motor. There is at Crottorf also a kind of movable sub- 
station, which can be connected up wherever desired, even 
in the open fields, to the main high pressure cables (fig. 4). 
It is to be hoped that the farmers in the Crottorf district 
will understand the profit to be obtained from such an instal- 
lation. The foregoing article, although briefly expressed, will 
show, we hope, how t an economical importance elec- 
tricity has for agriculture, and we do not think we are 
premature in asserting that in electricity will be found the 
future of the mother of industries. 


NEW METHOD OF JOINTING AND 
SUPPORTING TRAM-RAILS. 


Ix the accompanying drawings we show a new patent system 
which has been jointly devised by two members of the City 
Surveyor's staff at Sheffield. It consists of a transverse 
girder passing between and under the tram-rails, and carry- 
ing two plates. The plates in turn support and are secured 


Fia. 4. 


to the tram-rails at the joints, and also at the centre of the 
rails, which may be of any length and laid to any gauge. 
The plates on. the transverse girder will be bolted or riveted 
to it before arrival on the site of the works, The neces- 
вагу bolt or rivet holes will be drilled or punched in the 
plates, girders and tram-rails, in their correct positions at 


the shop, so that the drilling of further holes on the site 
of the works will be rendered unnecessary. In double 
junctions and on curves where the joints of the tram-rails 
do not come ро one another the transverse girders can, 
if necessary, be shortened, though this will be avoided as 
much as possible, and the transverse girder carried from 


rail to rail, Cases will occur in which the plates to carry 


. 


points and rails will vary in shape and size, and in which 
the transverse girder will have to carry more than two plates 
and rails, but the patent will be equally applicable to these 
and similar cases. 

It is claimed by the patentees that the adoption of their 
method will render the use of fish-plates and tie-bars un- 
necessary, will prevent the vibration so common in tram- 
rails laid according to t methods, which is so detri- 
mental to the wear of the rails, and which causes the displace- 
ment and consequent expense in the maintenance and repair 
of the paving. It will also secure greater uniformity of 
track than is possible under present conditions, as the trans- 
verse girder embedded in concrete will secure the one rail 
firmly to the other. 


BERLIN AND SANDY POINT. 


THE Cologne Gazelte last week gave a semi-official 
report of the preliminary Wireless Telegraph Con- 
ference which was held last month in Berlin, the 
President being Herr von Sydow, Under-Secretary of 
State for the German Post Office. The report formulates, 
as resolutions, a proposed agreement between the Powers 
to regulate wireless signalling. The first resolution is to 
the effect that coast stations shall be obliged to receive 
and transmit all telegrams from and to ships at sea, without 
respect to the system. In order to facilitate such com- 
munication, all necessary technical information as to equip- 
ment shall be published, and precedence is to be accorded to 
messages relating to shipwrecks and to ships in distress. 
The first resolution also stipulates that tariffs are to be 


‚ based as now, plus a special charge for the use of the wire- 


less telegraph apparatus, all computed from the number of 
words, as agreed by the country to which the station ashore 
or afloat belongs. A second resolution provides that the 
wireless telegraph service shall be so regulated that the 
individual stations shall disturb one another as little as 
possible. These resolutions are reported to have been 
accepted by Germany, Austria-Hungary, Spain, the United 
States, France and Russia, with certain reservations in the 
case of the United States. The British delegates, with 
befitting prudence, decided to lay them before their Govern- 
ment. Italy, having already bound itself hend and foot to 


the Marconi system, is for 14 years prevented from exchang- - 


ing telegrams with stations on other systems. The United 
States, on the contrary, is by law obliged to maintain the field 
open to all systems, Great Britain is in the happy position 
of being able to do as it pleases; there is, however, an 
agreement constituting a monopoly between the Marconi 
Company and the London Lloyds. We trust that the 
British Government will maintain this healthy condition of 
freedom, encouraging the development of wirelees telegraphy 
by the same methods that have led to success in other 
applications of science to commerce, meanwhile assisting 
matters, if necessary, in cases of wilful annoyance of one 
installation by another, when it can be proved that the inter- 
ference arises from malicious opposition, and when the 
opposition can be located. 

The resolutions of the Conference strike us as being some- 
what premature. 16 is too early in the day to lay down the 
law that all stations are to receive messages by all systems. 
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It requires at least another Berlin Conference to tell us how 


such en tout cas apparatus is to be arranged. And it 


requires yet a further Berlin Conference to inform us how, 
in the case of such a contract as that entered into by Italy, 


the apparatus is to be made selective or exclusive. Is it to 
be by codes or by nodes? The Naval Mancenvres this year 
have taught the Admiralty how impossible it is to pick 
and choose between wireless signals, and the experience at 
the yacht race has informed the world that not even the 
Marconi Company, with all its vaunted pretensions to 
syntony, can avoid being pestered by the signals of other 
installations. It will be time enough to legislate in regard 
to monopolies when the monopoly has justified ita existence, 
and has learnt to build solid fences in place of what to-day 
are but flimsy hoardings, too weak even to stand up against 
the paste-brush of ite own bill-posters. 

The yacht race fiasco is especially instructive, and may 
well be taken account of by Governments, because the 
installations were erected, apparently, in good faith tor com- 
mercial ends. It was not of the nature of a scientific expe- 
riment. We may, therefore, presume that if it had been 
possible, by arrangement of apparatus, to prevent matual 
interference, this, for financial reasons, would have been 
done. The alternative would have been to introduce a 
little commercial courtesy into the battery solutions at the 
various stations; it is a salt which cannot be obtained by 
legislation, but it is an invaluable specific in cases of this 
kind. It is contemptible, even in commerce, to queer 
another man’s pitch.” It is not playing the game. 
We suggest that, owing to the extraordinary condi- 
tions t govern wireless telegraphy, the difficulty of 
localising offenders, the unmatured state of the apparatus, 
the doubts as to the validity of patents, and the over-ruling 
urgency of messages from distressed vessels, legislation must 
needs wait. But in the meantime commercial courtesy 
might form an excellent substitute. 


STREET TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. 


THE perpetual problem of street traffic is being perpetually 
resolved; it is not new in itself, although its aspects are 
changing always. Before ever there were any papers or 
Parliamentary Commissions we may be sure there was a 
street traffic problem just as there was a labour problem, 
a food problem, and a sex problem. Our requirements 
are ever greater than our facilities ; or, as some would 
have it, when facilities are created to serve some latent 
need, the demand soon romps ahead of the supply. The 
supply of roads, or of litters, or sedan chairs, or mail-coaches, 
or electric care has never yet satisfied the diabetic but 
immortal need of the people, and we hope the bad day of 
satiety will never dawn. 

We are in a less happy position than the savage who sees 
nothing beyond the next cocoa- nut, and sees the way to it 
with perfect clearness, and knows that he need not worry 
about getting it till tea time; for we, being saturated with 
Board Schools and statistics, and panting, straining 
journalism, see into the next generation but one, and 
inevitably blur, or blot out, the perspective of our immediate 
future. That is why we become daily more panic-ridden, 
more driven by the devil of hurry in everything we do. We 
forget that, in this world, perfection is commercially im- 
possible. A satisfied world would be a stagnant world. We 
are for ever tormented by the thought that our rate of 
increase is overwhelmingly greater than our rate of progress, 
and that a few years will see us involved in some kind of 
catastrophe unless immediate and enormous schemes are 
launched for our salvation. Modern means of communica- 
tion and inter-communication have brought the whirr of 
the world's details to our ears, and our nervous system is 
always on the edge of hysteria except when it has fairly 
tumbled over. 

Just now we are wearing ourselves out of a fit of nerves 
about the congestion of traffic in cities ; and all that can be 
said, and written, and put on diagrams, for the next 
hundred years, has been said, and written, and drawn, 
during the last few hundred days, until the meanest man in 
the street talks, with an air of certainty and discrimination, 


about motor vehicles, shallow subways, and flying machines ; 
or of the comparative merita of the various species of street 
tram ways. | 

The housing problem, lately a panic puzzle, has been 
submerged by the traffic problem ; even cleverly, and not 
too illogically, merged into the latter, the one made 
dependent on the other, and, luckily enough, producing two 
powerful bands shouting for each other. 

Every day sees more people wanting to get from point to 
point a little more frequently, a little more comfortably, 
and a little quicker ; and every day sees more people, with 
something over after buying their bread and butter, who 
turn it into trams, and tubes, and cabs and buses in the 
hope that it will be transmuted again into gold. 

But to feel a want involves nothing more than an 
instantaneous mental process, while to fill it entails action 
in the concrete, with a corresponding passage of time. 
There is, therefore, a lag between the call and the coming, 
during which period the want is battening on itself and on 
any scraps of comfort which may be thrown in the interval, 
so that the pleasure of grumbling about inadequate 
travelling facilities never will be denied the human race. 

There is no new problem to solve, there is only new 
material to work with given every now and then. 

Of one thing the most timid investor may be quite 
sure, that there is ample scope in Great Britain for the 
champions of any conceivable system or method of traction, 
althongh over 50 millions have been spent on electric 
tramways alone already. 

'The field before the automobile is illimitable, and it may 
be found competing, in some improved and less expensive 
form than has been seen hitherto, with rail -guided cars; but 
it should be remembered that improvements will come also 
to the latter. Such competition can do nothing but good 
permanently, and it should be welcomed; but, before the 
competition becomes active, annoyance is likely to be caused 
by the perkily hostile attitude towards trolley roads assumed, 
since breaking through its shell, by the motor-car industry. 
Live and let live will be the cheapest and best policy just 
now, and it will be found that the hunting grounds of the 
automobile do not, as a rule, parallel existing tramlines, 
but extend them, surround them, and feed them, each 
becoming complementary to the other. 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS AT ONE GUINEA 
EACH. 


By T. CAMPBELL FUTERS. 


THERE is an old proverb which says :—‘ A little knowledge 
is a dangerous thing” ; but this is evidently not to be the 
case in electrical engineering, as anyone who aspires to 
become a member of this honourable and lucrative profession 
may do во by joining one of the correspondence colleges 
which have become such an educational feature during the 
past few years. 

Such a college has been established in the North of 
England under the title of the ** Northumberland and Durham 
Correspondence College of Electrical Engineering," and 
from a publication entitled Electric Science and Art,” 
issued by the College, we are informed that fer a fee of 
one guinea anyone can become an up-to-date electrical engi- 
neer and obtain lucrative employment by being able to run 
dynamos and motors, and to understand volt and ampmeters, 
the management of lamps and circuit connections. All 
this is the result of our instruction being original and abso- 
lately without parallel in the methods employed for teaching 
electrical science, for when the course of the college is 
completed our students can, in addition to their ability to 
manage electric machines, originate inventions and improve- 
ments with such succ’ss as does not result from any other 
known system of electrical tuition." 

„The course consists of 20 lessons, and a final examina- 
tion for a certificate.” 

“< Electric Science and Art,’ published monthly, treats 
of, and gives complete answers to, all questions that are of 
importance to students of electrical engineering," and alse 
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contains a few testimonials from Graduates of the College,” 
one of which says :— The learner is taken, step by step, and 
is taught clearly the basis of all electrical mysteries (to the 
man in the street). There is no jumble of words and 
meanings, as you get from text-books. Equations, both 
magnetic and electric, are simplified, во that an average 
schoolboy may understand them.” | 

The value of the knowledge, however, may be judged from 
a few of the questions and answers; and one noticeable 
feature is that students may answer their own questions, for 
instance :—  — 

* Question 3, and Answer. By J. Dick. What size of 
& dynamo would you select as the most economical for a 
steady output of 19 kilowatts of current ?” 

“ I would prefer a dyramo made to generate 20 per cent. 
more potential of current than what was required, as in this 
way, by slightly reducing the speed, the dynamo would not 
be overtaxed with resistance due to heating, while the 
required current would be obtained with increased economy. 
I would, therefore, put in а 23-kw. dynamo; for ав 100 : 
120 :: 19 to 22* 8 or nearly 23.” | 

In another answer:—''In the case of commutators for 
are lighting dynamos, in which there are few segmenta, the 
insulation is provided by air spaces between the bars, about 
} in. wide.” 

Evidently Mr. Dick might with advantage read one of 
the despised text-books, if only to learn the difference 
between potential and current, as might another 
student, who speaks of the walls of current.” (The italics 
are the writer's.) 

Questions 12, 18 and 14 are extremely interesting and 
useful, all asked and answered by the same student, who dis- 
plays his great learning on compound winding :— 

. “What occurs with a compound-wound motor, when the 
load increases and the speed of the armature reduces? 

„The current finds a path of reduced resistance through 
the shunt coils, and in this way prevents the heating of the 
armature coils, that are in series with the thin wire coils of 
the field magnet. 

* Why is the thickness of the wire of the shunt coils on 
the legs of the field magnet of a motor twice or thrice the 
thickness of that of the wire of the series coils ? 

„The greater thickness of the wire of the shunt coils on 
the. legs of the field magnet of a motor, is required for the 
extra flow of current through the shunt wire, when that of 
the series is arrested by the extra load on the current passing 
through the thin wire of series coils. 

* Explain the mode of action of compound winding, by 
contrasting it with the mode of action of a steam engine when 
its load increases. 

* When the load of a steam engine increases, the con- 
sumption of steam reduces and the pressure of the steam 
increases. If а safety valve was not used, the increase of 
the pressure of the steam would become excessive, when the 
speed of the engine was reduced by an increased load. In 
the same way, when the load on a motor increases, the con- 
sumption of current. reduces, and he E. M. FT increases, 
unless the field magnet is compound wound, for then the 
current that cannot advance through the series coils flows 
through the shunt coils, and in this way increases the 
number of the magnetic lines of force of the field magnet, 
until they balance the increased load." (The italics are 
the writer's.) Now, isn't that splendid! 

Engineers in charge of steam engines will be interested in 
knowing that by increasing the load they will reduce their 
steam consumption. No text-books are required ! 

Question 18 is a sensible and useful question, especially 
in а mining district, but the answer is lamentable. 

* What kind of plant would you put down to lift the 
following water with pumps run by electric motors? The 
water is situated in a dook or dip working, having an 
inclination of 1 in 3, and has a vertical head of 100 
fathoms. The groth, or feeder, is 200 gallons per minute. 
It is proposed to make two lifts of 50 fathoms each, with 
three-throw pumps, whose plungers are 7 in. in diameter, 
and have a stroke of 8 in. State the size of dynamos, the 
engine and motors, and the current strength and electro- 
motive force you would require? 

* [f the actual feeder is 200 gallons per minute, I would 
erect plant for lifting 600 gallons per minute, to allow time 
for stoppages and repairs. If the efficiency of the electric 


plant is 60 per cent. that of the steam engine, and the 
efficiency of the pumps is 60 per cent. that of the power 
applied, the  horse-power of the steam engine for 
running the two dynamos would have to be equal to 


600 x 10 x 100 x 6 
33,000 x 6 x 6 
cent. of the power of the steam wouid be lost in the engine 


itself а = 336, the total н.р, of the engine. The 


potential of the current to run one motor at the 50 fathoms 


lift should be > = 15155, or 151:5 x 746 = 113,019 
watts. As this pumping would be better done with 
an alternate three-phase current, the E.M.F. should 


be 2,000 volts, and the current strength 2000 = 56°5 
7 

amperes. This calculation supposes that /% generators and 
two motors are used. In proportion to the feeder, the 
power has to be trebled, but this increase is not out of course. 
Each of the generators should produce a current of 20 per 
cent, more potential than that required to be given out 
by one of the motors.” (The italics are the writer's.) 

A current of 20 per cent. more polen tial is good! Farther 
comment is needless, 

Four other questions are interesting, inasmuch as they 
relate to an existing plant—presumably at a colliery—which 
reveals a state of things only too common when work is 
done without supervision, and on a cut contract. 

“ [ attend to a motor made to work with a current of 500 
volts and 140 amperes, supplied by a dynamo made for this 
output. Both the generator and the motor are compound 
wound. I find that when the load is on the motor the 
gauges indicate 500 volts and 130 amperes at the motor, and 
110 amperes and 450 volts at the dynamo. The dynamo 
and motor only run for about 34 hours in 24, and at the 
end of the time I find that the voltage has dropped 20 volts, 
and that the journals and coils of the field magnet of the 
dynamo have become hot, and the commutator becomes so 
hot that it would burn the hand if I touched it, but the 
motor keeps quite cool to the end of the time of running. 
Now, what I want to know is this: Is the difference shown 
by the gauges, the difference of potential at the brushes of 
the dynamo? Is it correct for the voltage to be higher at 


= 303 H.P., and as at least 10 per 


the motor than the dynamo; and if not, what would occur 


if the dynamo attendant was to speed up the engine to give 
500 volts at the dynamo? 

* How does it occur that the voltage drops 20 volta after 
three hours' running, while the steam pressure remains the 
same? Is it unusual for the commutator to get so hot as 
to burn the hand; and if so, what is the cause? 

It would be interesting to see the answers to these 
questions, but it is quite evident it is high time this plant 
was overhauled by some competent engineer. 

The following is from another testimonial :— 

The lectures you have sent have enabled me to do work 
which I could ло! have done without them. I have just 
finished making a small dynamo for a colliery, and fit the 
colliery up complete with an electrical plant, consisting of a 
shunt-wound bipolar dynamo, output 50 to 70 volts, 40 
amperes, made by myself. A set of 27 E. P. S. second-hand 
cells, and a switchboard fit up with a Stanley patent volt 
and ampmeter, Neville’s patent automatic cut-out switch for 
use with accumulator, D.P. fuses, and D.P. switch anda 
six-way charge and discharge switch, and about 20 16-c.r. 
lamps on the pit top, offices, &c., and 10 16-c.P. lamps at 
the pit bottom, and I have put about half-a-mile of overhead 
cable bare to the colliery owner's residence, and fit him up 
with 20 16-c.P. lamps, and this is а most satisfactory job.“ 
(The italics are the writer's.) 

If this student did all this without any other assistance, it 
is very creditable, but—did he? Even at a large colliery it 
is questionable if there would be the necessary machines for 
making adynamo. Moreover, it would be most interesting to 
know what this installation cost. 

Whilst it is right for everyone to try and improve his 
position, and to acquire a knowledge of electrical engineering 
to aid him if necessary, it is absurd to suppose anyone can 
do so by merely studying, however well written, a course of 
20 lectures on paper, which will enable him to design and 
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take charge of electrical plant. It is in this way the elec- 
trical profession is degraded, and incompetent and useless 
“electricians” swell its ranks. There is no royal road to elec- 
trical engineering any more than there is to any other pro- 
fession. The worst of it is, probably 75 per cent. of those 
who do take the course in this college are connected with 
mining, and if by any chance the electrical plant is put in 
the charge of these guinea engineers, plants similar to that 
described in the last question will, no doubt, become general. 
Probably the worst feature is the granting of a certificate, 
which is, of course, not worth the paper it is written upon, 
as an educational guarantee, but which creates in the 
recipient an opinion of his knowledge and ability which is 
not warranted; and in all probability he has learnt just 
sufficient to make his “ knowledge a dangerous thing." 


PROTECTION: A REPLY TO MR. BYNG. 
[COMMUNICATED.] 


Now that the controversy arising out of my previous contri- 
bution has exhausted itself, I ask a little space for reply, and 
it will suffice tolimit my remarks to Mr. Byng’s letters, To 
reply fally would necessitate writing a book on Free Trade, 
so I will confine myself to the principal points, Mr. Byng 
prefaces his arguments by belittling his opponents, & method 
which, as I pointed out in my former article, is favoured by 
advocates whose case is inherently weak. ‘ Lawyers who 
never pay wages themselves; so-called economists and 
experts who never imported sixpennyworth of goods; 
“journalists who never produced anything but copy 
these are a few of the epithets flung at those who presume 
to hold an opinion differing from those of the Protectionist 
manufacturer. I will not follow him in this direction, but 
wil touch lightly on those parts of his letter which are 
intended as arguments, 

Consistency is not Mr. Byng’s strong point. Thus, in 
one place, he says, “ I have spoken, written, and agitated for 
Protection" ; in another he says, you who are a Free 
Trader, and I, a Protectionist, agree substantially on many 
arguments and facts. You grant that universal Free Trade 
is the ideal condition, yet we are receding further and further 
from that ideal condition.” And again, “ Take my advice, 
and do not play with the fire of Protection.” One begins to 
think our author is a Free Trader in disguise, for how can a 
Universal Free Trader be, at one and the same time, an out- 
and-out Protectionist ? 

Not satisfied with claiming for himself to be both a Free 
Trader and a Protectionist, he endows me with the same dual 
qualities, This kind of inconsistency is, however, charac- 
teristic of the arguments throughout bis letter. 

Thus, “ Free Trade is a religion, a fetish, a ghost. If 
adversity comes, you must still believe and say ‘Allah is 
great; yet, a few lines further on, comes the contradiction : 
“ You have admitted many of its faults and disadvantages.” 
If I admit its faults, how can I regard it as a fetish or a 
religion ? 

In one place he makes out that the foreigner dumps his 
stuff over here below cost price, and in another this is 
contradicted by saying that the foreigner always requires 
and gets good value, and ** a good profit into the bargain.” 

Speaking of Retaliation—a point on which Mr. Byng 
misconstrues my meaning—he says: “Don’t try to be a 
Retaliationist—it won't wash. You would be the laughing 
stock of the Germans and Americans more completely than 
you Free Traders are now.” But what does his bock say ? 
On p. 199 we read, in italics, © No nation without power of 
retaliation can possibly exist for any lenyth of time among 
nations with protective tariffs,’ and on p. 200, “This 
power of retaliation is the only weapon a nation has with 
which to compel a nation to lower its tariffs.” And yet 
again: * England's very existence depends upon her regain- 
ing the power of retaliation." am well content, therc- 
fore, to le& Mr. Byng, of 1901, reply to the Mr. Byng, of 
1903. But how can anyone argue with such a changeling ? 
It would be almost as profitable to chase a “will o' the 


wisp.” Before leaving this point, however, let me add that I 
said nothing about substituting the threat of retaliation for 
the real thing. That is Mr. Byng's interpretation. Nor 
does the word “ retaliation " necessarily mean “imitation.” 
Further, in the quotation “ With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured," &c., the word ** measure" means nei 
quantity nor length. It is not the quart pot nor the foot 
rule that is referred to. The word has a wider significance 
than “ measurement," . 

It is just this confusion of terms, this mistaking of 
measurement for measure, money for value, exports for 
selling, and importa for buying that leads to fallacious 
conclusions, 

There is a sort of automatic compensation—call it retri- 
bution, if you like—which is always at work ; irresistible, 
irrepressible. Thus, whilst it is not a difficult task to show 
that some of our industries have suffered owing to foreign 
tariffs, we must not overlook the fact that, without any 
retaliatory tariff on our part, the Protectionist nations have 
lost industries also as a direct consequence of their own 
tariff; the net advantage remaining with us, the Free 
Traders. To instance only one case, the American 
Tariff Act of 1883 raised the duty on the fabric used in the 
manufacture of ruchings and rufflings from 35 to 125 per 
cent., leaving the duty on the finished article at 35 per cent. 
Prior to this time the American manufacturers supplied not 
only the American market, but exported largely to Canada, 
the West Indies and other countries. The 125 per cent. 
duty not only crippled the export trade completely, but led 
to such an importation of British goods that thousands of 
hands in America lost employment, and three-fourths of the 
manufacturers in that business were ruined. This is the 
sort of thing that always happens in every tariff scramble, 
and a perusal of the recognised trade journals to-day con- 
vinces us that inevitable ruin of many industries will follow 
if British Protection comes to pass. Well might Mr. Byng 
exclaim, ** Don’t play with the fire of Protection." 

This principle of automatic retaliation or compensation is 
everywhere apparent, even in the most common-place events. 
It was impressed most strongly upon my mind last year 
when the excellent service of electric tramcars commenced 
running through Croydon into Parley. 

Now electric trams are going to solve all sorta of social 
problems, and are looked upon rightly as a sure sign of pro- 
gress, The working man is to be transplanted from con- 
gested and insanitary districts to cheap artizans’ villas in the 
country, where he can breathe the pure air and look on 
green fields; where the lark, singing in the morning at 
Heaven’s gate, will awake him in time to catch the first 
workman’s car to town, and all that sort of thing. Well, the 
electric cars came, and the immediate result was that the 
thrifty housewife, who always bays in the cheapest market, 
took a penny car to Croydon every Saturday and brought in 
the week’s stock of provisions, the Purley shopkeepers 
naturally suffering in consequence, 

Here, from the Protectionist point of view, we have 
Croydon * dumping " ita cheap surplus stuff in Purley. It 
has two markets, its own and Parley, and can afford to sell 
to Purleyites (on the production of a punched tram ticket) 
at a cheap rate, because of the increased quantity sold. 
What is the Purley shopkeeper to do? How can he re- 
taliate? Can he ask that import duties be imposed on 
Croydon stuff, or that the trams should not come within a 
mile of the boundary, or that the authorities should com- 
pensate him for his loss of custom, and so on? He would be 
laughed at; yet the effect on his trade is the same as if the 
cheap provisions were imported from America or any other 
protected country. His sales fall off, and his rent goes up, 
because of the increased demand fcr houses. And there is 
not a Protectionist in the country who would lift a finger to 
help him, or who would think that he had any grievance. 

And now, where does automatic retaliation stepin ? An 
increased demaud for house property springs up in Parley ; 
building is commenced, and houses rise as if by magic. The 
whole place in a short time is altered out of all knowled 
More trade is done, and even Croydon shopkeepers find it 
pays to open up branches there rather than rely on the 
trams for exports. And whereas a house can hardly be got 
“ {ог love or money,” hundreds of houses are now empty in 
Croydon, and rents in some parts are falling. It is but a 
commonplace illustration, and might apply to a hundred 


* 


Vol. 53. No. 1,346, 8иртимвив 11, 1903.] THE - ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


417 


localities; but the principle is there. Just a word in 
parenthesis in the ear of the Industrial Redistributor. The 
new houses, resulting from a cheap electric tram service, are 
not generally workmen's dwellings. "The final effect will be 
to remove the well-to-do farther from, and the workmen 
nearer to, the factory or industrial centre. And now, 
leaving the country, with its cornfields, its woods, and larke, 
we must drop again from the contemplation of the sublime 
to the arguments of Mr. Byng. The next item in his pro- 
gramme is the “ peace and goodwill” argument. It would 
not be very difficult to show that it was Protection that 
caused the war between England and the American colony, 
and that our trade interests prevented a war a few years ago; 
but it is more interesting to let the Mr. Byng of 1901 
answer him of 1903. 

Says the latter :—'* Another favourite theory of the kindly 
Free Trader is that Free Trade will bring peace and good 
will amongst nations. Ever since we have had Free Trade 
England has been at war in some part of the world or other. 
. . . Зо much for the connection between Free Trade and 
peace and good will of other nations towards us.” Now turn 
to p. 204 of “ Protection," by the Mr. Byng of 1901, and 
read the inscription on the other side of the shield. ‘‘ If 
Grest Britain should exercise the right which every other 
country exercises, the right of retaliation, the penalty will be 
international complications, the rupture of friendly relations 
with foreign powers, perhaps WAR ! 

* Let no one dream of Protection unless he realise the 
risk to be run.” The two Byngs, therefore—the 1901 and 
the 1908—cancel each other. 

In his letter, Mr. Byng objects to the theory that goods 
exported are payment for goods imported. Such a theory, 
he says, “is fallacious, mischievous, and without common 
sense, as I will show." He does not show it, but with that 
kind of dogmatic assertion which passes for argument 
throughout all his writings, he says: ** No sane man could 
bring such theories forward. We shut our eves and open 
our mouths, and wait to see what the foreigners will send 
us. Sanity, indeed 

But, before attempting to controvert our friend's objection 
to the theory, let us again turn to this precious book of his 
and see if we can find further enlightenment on this vexed 
question. Yes; here it is. On p. 70 we read :—* If 
foreign nations send us goods they naturally require pay- 
ment for them, and if we put the word export for pay- 
ment, never mind in what form the payment is made, no 
doubt the theory that imports must be paid for by exporta 
is true." 

Having made this fatal admission, he seeks to modify it 
by attaching a special interpretation to the word exports ; 
but if he will only grasp the idea that buying and selling in 
themselves are each only half of a transaction, a complete 
exchange of commodities—viz., the exchange of imports for 
exporta—being the whole, he will simplify matters for himself 
considerably. There is no doubt he really feels, in his heart of 
hearts, that the theory is true, and he cannot help giving 
expression to this feeling. Truth, like cream, comes to the 
top.  Tnus, on p. 77: “ Foreign countries needed our 
manufactures. We wanted their produce. We exchanged." 
He also realises that Protection, if it restricts imports and 
increases exports, is bound to impoverish a country, because, 
ef course, exporting goods means sending wealth away, and 
importing means increasing the wealth of a country ; hence 
we find Mr. Byng showing, on pages 79 to 81, that unless 
America relaxes her protective system, she will cripple her 
importe to her own detriment. 

He is bound to admit this, in spite of himself, but will 
not logically pureue the argument, which would show that 
the nearer America approaches Free Trade, the better it will 
be for her, as it has been for this country. 

The great stumbling block is in the confusion of terms 
brought about by the use of money, which, after all, is only 
a labour-saving device to enable traders to take the exchanve 
how and when it best suits them. We speak of a successful 
business man as being rich, or getting rich ; but when we 
come to think of it, this does not mean accumulating money. 
As fast as he gets money he exchanges it for stocks or 
property, land, &c., and in all but the smallest transactions 
he pays, not in money, but in goods, or stocks, or an equiva- 
lent. In fact, so long as the seller, to use a convenient 
word, obtains an equivalent—that is, money's worth—he 


^ 


does not care whether payment is in sovereigns, banknotes, 
or materia]. 

Take an ordinary trade transaction. Suppose I order 
from Mr. Byng £100 worth of carbons (I could probably 
get them cheaper abroad, but I want to encourage home 
enterprise). First of all he asks Stubbs, or another of those 
convenient firms who find out everything about everybody, 
if I am worth the £100. On receipt of the carbons I 
don't pay 100 sovereigns. I don't possess them. I give 
a cheque for the amount, and Mr. Byng is entitled to 
£100 worth of stuff which I hold security for by reason 
of some half-dozen or so other cheques made out to 
me and entered up to my credit at the bank. I have 
never received the stuff, and don't want it. Its only use 
to meis that I can transfer it to someone else when I want 
something. So, Mr. Byng does not actually receive £100, 
but he is credited with 100 pounds’ worth of wealth which, 
nominally, I possess, but which is really only guaranteed to 
me by half a dozen other people, and in turn guaranteed to 
them by six times half a dozen others, and soon. No one 
can say really how many people have had a hand in paying 
for those carbons. And after all we should simply say that 
£100 worth of carbons has been bought and sold. Now, if 
at the end of the year the cheques payable to me, exceed 
in value those made ont by me to other people, I have 
made a profit. And why? Simply because my imports 
have exceeded my exports. I have no more money in my 
pockets, but my bank book tells me that I can 
go for a holiday, or obtain a  motor-car, or 
a pianola, or some other luxury which some one holds 
ready for me whenever I like to send for it. On the other 
hand, if my exports bave exceeded my imports, I have had 
a bad year, and some of the wealth I hold may belong to 
somebody else. This is all very simple and obvious, but it 
is extraordinary that what one accepts as true for the indi- 
vidual he rejects as inapplicable to the nation. But it is 
equally true, There are no such things as national imports 
and exports, except in so far as they are the sum total of 
individual transactions. Mr. Byng talks of shutting our 
eyes and opening our mouths to see what the foreigner will 
send us. But what nonsense all this is. Foreigners send us 
just what we individually order, as we send them what they 
individually order from us. If the stuff they send us 
exceeds in value what we send them, we make a profit, and 
not otherwise. 

Mr. Byng, unwillingly, but necessarily, when he is honest 
with himself, admits that this is so in America’s case ; but 
he need not go to America for proof. Take only the case 
of Ireland. Was it Free Trade that ruined Irish industry, or 
was it Protection ? What was the inscription on the cannon 
of the“ Irish Volunteers in the struggle for a removal of 
trade restrictions? It was Free Trade or 1’? One 
part of Ireland has recovered from the throttling which 
Protection gave it, the other has not, as yet. The part that 
has recovered is Ulster, whose imports are considerable. 
The other parts, whose exports dwarf into insignificance the 
imports, are always on the verge of destitution, and if it 
were not for the fact that thousands of Irishmen cross 


annually to England to work in the English harvest fields, 


the destitution would be greater. 

A country cannot constantly export wealth, receiving 
nothing tangible in importe, without impoverishing herself. 
But Ireland does not give her produce away, it is sent to pay 
for something, and right here we run our heads against some- 
thing hard. What do the Irish exports pay for? Rent! 
Rent to landlords who add nothing to the wealth of the 
country, and who have probably never seen it, nor ever will. 
This, I take it, will not be disputed.. Hence the value of 
produce exported, which eventually reaches the landlords, is 
not payment for labour or services rendered, but is a kind of 
toll or tax on producers for the use of something which 
Nature furnishes, but which the law of the land allows an 
individual to call his own. 


(To be concluded.) 


Penmaenmawr Lighting.—It has been decided to 
obtain an engineer’s report upon the scheme for installing the elec- 
tric light in the district, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Need for a Good Economical Lamp. 


We have recently been trying the Bohm lens lamp, with 
which we got 62 vertical and 10 horizontal C.P., consuming 
28 ampere at 200 volta. 

A Nernst lamp tried under similar conditions gave 14 


vertical and 11 horizontal C. P., consuming 265 ampere. 


Both lamps were 10 ft. from the point the light was 
measured at. 

The Bohm light is a pleasant primrose, practically the 
same as sunlight, and infinitely more pleasant than the 
sickly green of an incandescent gas mantle or the white glare 
of a Nernst lamp, and we should strongly advise your 
correspondent to try it. The cost is somewhat high (5s.), 
but not higher than the Nernst lamp, and we believe new 
filaments can be inserted when burnt ont. 


Lawrence & Co. 
London, W.C., September 8rd, 1903. 


Speed and the Public Safety. 


Certain somewhat enigmatic remarks in your article under 
the above heading in your issue for August 28th appear to 
refer to the letter I addressed to the Times on August 8th, 
which letter was published in that journal not under mere 
' initials, but with my full signature and address, as given 
below. 

In this letter I pointed out that by most careful observa- 
tions I had made opposite to my office in Victoria Street, I 
had ascertained that in some cases the speed of omnibuses 
amounts to the rate of 11 miles, covered vans 11} miles, 
private carriages and coster carts to 124 miles, hansom cabs 
to 123 miles, and bicycles to 164 miles an hour, and all this 
in the middle of the day in one of the busiest streets of the 
metropolis, 

I further went on to point out that, having regard to the 
above, should the proposed speed limit of 10 miles an hour 
be retained for motor-cars, these latter will be in the 
anomalous position of not being allowed to travel as fast as 
many other users of the road. 

From your article I gather that the secretary of the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers has made use of these 
figures of mine, as, of course, he was very welcome to do, in 
a letter he has addressed to the London County Council. 
With the gist of Mr. Wocdfine's letter I entirely agree, 
and I must confess that I am totally unable to understand 
your suggestion that a 10-mile-an-hour maximum limit of 
gpeed for motor vehicles in London would not considerably 
diminish the usefulness of such motors, Surely one of the 
chief advantages of motor traction is increased speed, and if 
motor vehicles are to be restruined from going even as fast 
as an ordinary lumbering omnibus, and if they are to be 
compelled by statute to travel much slower than vans, car- 
riages, and cabs their utility will be materially impaired. 
This seems to me to be £0 obvious as to be scarcely worth 
arguing, and I can only suppose, that between us there must 
be some confusion with respect to maximum speeds, which are 
what the Motor-Car Bill deals with, and average speeds, 
which are, of course, a very different matter. 

I fear I must also disagree with your article on the sub- 
ject of the comparative danger of tramcars and motor-cars. 
As to this, I am in accord with the Prime Minister, and 
will give а case in point. 


Only a few weeks ago I was driving а motor-car at a тегу . 


moderate speed along a road upon which tramrails are laid 
in the vicinity of Hampton Court. The tramrails had 
been watered, and on the greasy and treacherous surface 
thereby produced a bicyclist slipped 
immediately in front of my car. The available distance was 
so short that to stop was impossible either for a motor car or 
still less for a tram car. Had it been a tram car that I was 
driving the bicyclist must inevitably have been run over, and 
probably killed, but not being restricted to any given path, 
J was easily able to deflect the course of my motor, and to 
avoid the prone cyclist altogether. That the tram car cannot 
deviate from a fixed path is in Bome cases no doubt an 
advantage, in others, however, it is equally an increased 
source of danger, particularly in the case of narrow roads 


and fell almost 


where the tramways have to be laid on one side, and the 
ordinary rule of the road cannot be adhered to. Farther, 
the tram-rails are in themselves—particularly when wet—a 
grave source of danger to other traffic, and more especially 
to cyclists. Indeed, it is to my mind a grave consideration 
whether the artificial watering of tram-rails should be allowed 
at all. No doubt it is advantageous to the trams in reducing 
friction, but it is a serious source of danger to other users of 
the road. 

In conclusion, I note that you allude to a correspondence 
that has been published in a daily contemporary between а 
certain Mr. Albert Muntz and a correspondent who signs 
himself as A. A. C. S.“ - | 

May I say that I am in no wise concerned with the weight 
that the former gentleman—who is so prejudiced against 
motors that he would restrict them everywhere toa maximum 
speed of 12 miles an hour—attaches to my Victoria Street 
observations, while, as regards the latter, as I am informed 
by readers of the correspondence, “ A. A. C. S." is quite able 
to take care of himself. 

A. A. Campbell Swinton. 

66, Victoria Street, Westminster. 

Seplember 2nd, 1903. 


Smoke Abatement. 


I have read with considerable interest the article in your 
current issue on smoke abatement. Having been uatil 
quite recently connected with a smoke-consuming company, 
I have had many opportunities during the last four years of 
seeing and testing various so-called smoke consumers. 

Out of 10 different patents I have tested, eight were of 
no use, and two only fairly good. The reason of their 
non-success was, that they either admitted too much air, and 
at too low a temperature, and thus brought down the tem- 
perature of the unconsumed gases at the back of the bridge 
and made more smoke than ever, or else they admitted too 
little air with the same result. 

The other two patents partially did what they were in- 
tended to do, and although the principle was correct, they 
were 80 elaborate in their construction (like a good many 
ampere-hour meters), and the cost of upkeep would be so 
considerable, that for every-day purposes they would be 
impracticable. 

As regards forced draught, no one in his senses will admit 
there is any real economy in its use, or that it will prevent 
smoke ; although one can burn with it a fairly cheap low 
grade fuel, one has to burn more of it. These cheap fuels 
(such as coke breeze) are not to be obtained at the same 
price as they used to be, owing to builders buying them for 
certain purposes. You may be getting more power out of 
the boiler by using forced draught, but are you doing the 
boiler any good ? 

Will it last as long? It stands to reason any kind of 
machinery, no matter what it is, if worked under undue 
pressure is doing it harm, and it will not last so long. Com- 
plete combustion cannot be obtained by forced draught, as 
the air in passing through the glowing carbon is deprived 
5 its oxygen before it reaches the bridge, and smoke is pro- 

uced. 

As regards hollow bars, the great objection to them is the 
velocity of the air through the bars, caused by the pull of 
the chimney being 80 rapid that the air has not time to heat 
to the proper temperature so as to help combustion. The 
result is, it tends to lower the temperature of the gases at 
the back of the bridge, and thus causes more smoke, but, on 
the other hand, they are of some good, no doubt, as the fuel 
is not inclined to adhere to them as on ordinary bars. 

Automatic stokers are minimisers of smoke (not con- 
sumers in the full sense of the word), as only allowing a 
little coal on at a time, there can be but little smoke, 
but if the boiler is pressed for steam, and a little more coal 
goes on than what it will take, smoke is produced at once. 

My idea of an efficient smoke consumer would be to bring 
in highly heated air to the back of the bridge by means of 
a pipe from the front of the furnace, at such a high tem- 
perature that it would chemically unite with the volatile 
carbonaceous gases when they are at a high temperature, and 
thus get a better combustion. The difficulty, of course, 
would be to get the air in hot enough, and to geta thorough 
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good mixture. I have seen this attempted by means of 
vertical pipes placed immediately behind the bridge. This 
is impracticable, as the first time the stoker should happen 
to put his rake over the bridge down would go the pipes. 
One must always remember the varying conditions that 
boilers work under; a sluggish draught, class of fuel used, 
whether the boiler works under normal conditions or not, 
the height of the chimney, the class of boiler, water-tube or 
otherwise. There is no hard and fast rule, that because a 
smoke consumer has been fixed on a certain boiler, therefore 
it would necessarily be of the same use fixed on another 
boiler, worked under totally different conditions. This is a 
fact that is too often overlooked. 
— 1 am afraid, Sir, this letter will draw the wrath of 
many makers of smoke-consuming apparatus, and I shall 
be subjected to much abuse, but my object in writing is not 
to abuse them, but to point out to station engineers, both 


present and future, the difficulties they have to contend with, . 


both as regards economy in working of boilers and the pre- 
vention of smoke, also to guard them against the various 
appliances they will have thrust at them; “ nine-tenths,” as 
you say in your article, are of no good. 

The smoke question is a very difficult onc to solve, and I 
think you will agree with me a most important one, affecting 
everybody, as we cannot keep well if we have to consume 
smoke in our lungs. 

What is the good of fining steam users for creating a smoke 
nuisance if we cannot show them the remedy ? 

E. A. S. Daniell. 


= Carnaby v. Neale and the South-Western Electrical Co. 


We should be glad 1f you would insert on behalf of our 
clienta, Mr. George Neale and the South-Western Electrical 
Co., Ltd., 4 correction of your report of the case of ** Carnaby 
v. Neale and the South-Western Electrical Co., Ltd,” in 
your issus of to-day's date, as the report does not fairly 
represent what took place. 

It was admitted that at the date of the last balance-sheet, 
namely, May 31st, Mr. Neale's capital in the business was 
in excess of that of Mr. Carnaby, but that subsequently a 
further sum of £300 was found by Mr. Carnaby. The 
South-Western Electrical Co., Ltd., purchased the business 
of Messrs. Neale & Carnaby as from August lst, taking 
over all assets and liabilities, and have paid or tendered the 
purchase money to the partners, but Mr. Carnaby refused to 
accept payment of his share. 'T'he £300 paid by Mr. Carnaby 
was one of the liabilities which was taken over by the 
defendant company, and was included in the schedule of 
debts which the company agreed to indemnify the vendors 
against. 

Mr. Justice Walton stated that, Messrs. Neale & Carnaby 
having sold their business to the defendant company, who 
had taken poesession, he would make no order for the 
appointment of a receiver, and that it was not Vacation 
business. The motion was consequently formally adjourned 
‘till the next sittings. 

Savory Pryor & Blagden. 


The Outer Temple, 222, Strand, W.C. 


Ramsgate Tramear Accident. 


„Air and Sand's" letter in last week's issue is an excellent 
example of the gentle art of over-statement. As the letter 
might mislead engineers who have not an expert knowledge 
of the brakes in question, I trust you will afford me the 
opportunity of а reply. 

The statement, The evidence clearly showed that a mag- 
netic brake requires to be supplemented by the hand brake 
for stopping a car on an incline, because as soon as the car 
slows down the source of the magnetism is annihilated,” 
was dealt with in part in my former letter. The hand-brake 
is not required to help stop a car on an incline, and the 
source of magnetism is not annihilated until the car has 
actually stopped ; then, if the grade is very heavy and astop 
of considerable duration is required, the hand-brake is 
applied. At service tests made on the Leeds Municipal 
Tramways, а heavy car on a 1 in 10 slope was held abeo- 


lutely steady by the magnetic brake alone for from 10 to 30 
seconds, after which it в down the grade very 
slowly in 5-ft. steps, with 10 to 30 seconds between each, 
being caught up each time cup and ball fashion by the 
brake. 

Again, magnetic brakes are stated to require 200 amperes 
and more, where the working current of the motors averages 
10 to 15 amperes, The maximum current required by the 
motors to operate the Westinghouse magnetic brake, stopping 
a 10-ton car running at 15 miles an hour, inside 20 ft. 
with sand, and inside 30 ft. without sand, is about 30 
amperes, 

* Air and Sand’s” remarks concerning the relative 
severity of railway and tramway brake service bespeak a 
very cursory consideration of the subject. Has it occurred 
to * Air and Sand" that for one stop made by a railway 
train, а tramcar in city service makes, probably, 40 or 50 
stops? and that while one air pump on a railway suffices for 
a whole train of, say, 10 or 15 carriages, every tramcar must 
have its individual compressor, which is in almost continuous 
action? The actual braking mechanism of a railway 
carriage is not necessarily more complicated than that of a 
tramcar, while the absence of the compressor makes it in 
reality far simpler. 'Tramway braking conditions are much 
the more trying of the two, and the result of this is the 
high maintenance cost of pneumatic tramway brakes 
alluded to. 

With regard to the combined track and wheel-brake 
operated by air, such a mechanism was fitted to one of the 
Manchester Corporation cars, and underwent a series of tests 
in competition with numerous other brakes. These tests 
resulted in the adoption of the Westinghouse magnetic 
brake. | : 
Statements so easily refuted as those quoted above only 
weaken the case for the pneumatic brake for ordinary tram- 
car service. The air-brake has its distinct field of applica- 
tion, in which it is supreme, but it fails in competition with 
а brake which gives, under all conditions, the maximum pos- 
sible retardation effect. British engineers who have studied 
this matter have given their decision, in almost every case, 
in favour of the magnetic brake, and much more ** damaging 
disclosures " (sic) than those оѓ “ Air and Sand" would be 
required to reverse this decision. 


Seplember 7th, 1908. 


Norman D. Cameron. 


A New Form of Friction Clutch. 


Being away from home, l have not seen before your 
editorial comment in your issue of Augnst 21st, page 219, 
on the above paper recently read at Leeds. 

I think your criticism in connection with the power ques- 
tion is quite justified as the statement now stands. I should 
have said the slipping under load would not answer when 
there is to be no sensible loss of power—not ‘when the 
power is to be increased.“ I shall put this matter quite 
clear in the final printing of the paper. 

I thank you for the suggestions in your article as to the 
applications of the clutch, and may say, as indicating the 
correctness of your views, that the company now manufac- 
turing the clutch has just secured an order in connection 
with the driving of printing presses, one of the most exact- 
ing of drives. 

H. S. Hele-Shaw. 

Hele-Shaw Patent Clutch Co., Ltd., 

Liverpool, September Tih, 1903. 


English Porcelain Insulators. 


I think it would be advisable, before Mr. John T. IIarris 
accuses other people of not knowing what they are writing 
about, that he should make quite sure that he is not in that 
predicament himself. 

Telegraph insulators, of which Mr. Harris speaks, have 
nothing at all in common with the class of porcelain to which 
I referred, viz., that used for overhead electrical transmis- 
sion lines at high pressures (10,000 to 40,000 volts). This 
latter work demands special material, and such insulators 
have not yet been made, as far as I am aware, by any 
English pottery. I think I am in a position to know what 
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kind of porcelain is procurable in England, and I have tested 
samples from many makers. 

It would conduce to a clearer understanding of the matter 
if Mr. Harris would explain what he means by the gal- 
vanometer test; also, how the testing voltage of 250.000 
to 900,000 volts was procured, how it was measured, and 
how long it was applied. 

I should be very glad to witness the tests Mr. Harris pro- 
poses and would also be pleased to receive some samples 
from the pottery Mr. Harris indicates, so that I could test 
them myself. Т would suggest that the results во obtained 
should be published in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, as they 
would doubtless be of great value to many readers. 


Charles С. Garrard. 
Hollinwood, Lancashire, 


September 4th, 1903. 


[We have received from Dr. Garrard a further letter on 
this subject, too late for insertion.—Eps. Екс. REv.] 


The Calculator Board. 


Your kind encomium as to the merits of the calculator 
board has been corroborated in letters addressed to me from 
various parts of the country, also from France. 

With your permission I will, when other work permita, 
soon supplement the first article on the above subject by a 
furtber one: Practical Examples with the Calculator 
Board." 

Edward Raymond-Barker. 

Wimbledon, September 91h, 1903. 


The Garuti Process. 


We have read with interest the article which appeared in 
your iesue of the 28th ult., describing the Garuti process for 
the production of hydrogen and oxygen by the electrolysis of 
water. As far as can be gathered from this abridged 
description, the essential feature of the Garuti process lies 
in the adoption of iron diaphragms for the separation of the 
evolving gases. 

We would mention, however, that the employment of iron 
gepta in this connection is by no means of recent origin, as 
this method of separation was first successfully adopted by 
us some 10 years ago, and received protection under our 
Patent No. 11,973 of 1893, a copy of which we have the 
pleasure to enclose. 

]t will no doubt be of interest to your readers to know 
that our patent system of water electrolysis has met with 
complete success, and has been used continually for the pro- 
duction of gas for military balloons since 1897, the purity of 
the electrolytic hydrogen being much appreciated. We have 
erected two installations at one military station, the larger 
installation being alone capable of producing 18,000 cb. 
ft. of gases per 24 hours. 

]t is not necessary for us to enlarge upon the manifest 
importance of securing, for ballooning purposes, a gas having 
the highest degree of purity and entire freedom from the 
destructive action upon balloon fabrics observed in the use 
of hydrogen manufactured under the zinc-acid process. 

Economy of labour and material, as well as simplicity and 
cleanliness, have also been established as some of the further 
advantages derived from this system of gas production. 


Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 


ALFRED SABINE, Secretary. 


Westminster, S.W., September 81h, 1903. 


Switchboard Attendants are Cheap To-day. 


I have read with interest the articles that have appeared 
in your journal with reference to the salary of switchboard 
attenda ts— 108. per week is certainly low; but I think 
the average switchboard attendunt gets as much as he ів 
worth. From time to time there has been a good deal of 
discussion about the pay of shift engineers, and the staff of 
a central station generally, and I think it is a question that 
deser ves attention. 

On the one hand, the engine-room staff work all days in 
the year, and the times of other people’s holidays are the 
busiest times for Шеш; but, on the other hand, how many 
of those who constitute the staff are really qualified for the 


posts they occupy? I know for an actual fact—as your 


correspondent of last week states—that a good many are 
* jumped ” into berths they have no right to occupy, and I 
could cite several cases where men occupy posts as shift 
* engineers" who have never even served any apprenticeship, 
and have never seen an engine before going into a station. In 
the case of a switchboard attendant it is different—no pre- 
vious training is really neccasary. 
However, while chief engineers can get these men to run 
a station for them the pay will always be low. 
; | H. T.; C. C. 


Refuse Destruction and Power Production. 


1 have read with much interest your leading article upon 
this subject in your issue of September 4th. Iam entirely 
in accord with your statements that the province of a dust 
destructor is the complete destruction of refuse, and this 
being so, it is obvious that a refuse destructor would not 
be put down in any given neighbourhood unless it were for 
the purpose of disposing of the refuse. On the under- 
standing, then, that a refuse destructor is a necessity, I find 
the line of argument adopted in the latter part of the 
article somewhat confusing, as you there proced to compare 
the cost of stoking a destructor with the cost of stoking 
boilers with coal. If the steam generated by the destructor 
can be utilised for electricity purposes, it seems obvious 
that the cost of stoking to the electricity department is nil 
so long as the boilers connected with the destructor are 
capable of supplying all the steam required by the electricity 
works, It is just this fact, that the stoking of the refuse 
has to be done whether the steam generated is used for 
electric lighting purposes or not, and that the steam obtained 
is a bye-product, that makes the combination of a dust 
destructor with electricity works an economical arrangement 
in many cases, Other advantages of the combi . tion in 
properly designed and managed works are a гє! ction in 
capital expenditure on the joint works, and an annual 
saving in establishment expenses. There may be unfavourable 
conditions which, to a large extent, outweigh the advantages, 
and it is this which makes it impossible to state generally 
that the combination is, or is not, advantageous; every 
case must be considered on its merita. 


W. P. Adams. 
London, E.C., September 8th, 1908. 


Electric Rock Drills. 


With reference to Mr. T. Campbell Futer's letter in your last 
iesue, we should be pleased to obtain permission for him, or 
anyone else interested in the subject, to see an installation of 
our drills in daily operation in a limestone quarry working 
nine-hour shifts. The plant is handled by the ordinary men 
employed in such a quarry, who have, of course, no elec- 
trical knowledge whatever. We would not for a moment 
suggest that **motor-driven" drills could be successfully 
operated under such conditions. 


The Sandycroft Foundry Co., Ltd. 
Chester, Seylember 8/h, 1903. 


— 


Corrosion of Bare Overhead Wires. 


In a seaside town, where the current for electric lighting 
is carried by overhead conductors— some bare copper and 
some with the ordinary aerial covering the conductors 
are found to corrode, and, in time, to break. This in- 
variably occurs on the positive conductor. The conductors 
are run on porcelain insulators, fixed to an oak cross-arm. 
Positive and negative conductors are run on the same cross- 
arm, and are a distance of 2 ft. apart. The conductors are 
secured to the insulators with tarred string, in preference 
to wire seizings, in order to keep clear of electrolytic action; 
but, even with the tarred string seizings, the wires corrode 
and break at the point of se zure. 

I would be very pleased to hear, through your“ Corre- 
spondence” column, the cause of this corrosion on the 
conductors, and the best way to prevent it. Perhaps some 
of your readers know of similar cases. 

The pressure is 200 volts, and the conductors are alive 
continually. Owing to the town being on the sea, the air 
is always charged with a certain percentage of salt. 


& Werdna. 


Vol. 63. No. 1,346, Виртимвив 11,1903] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


421 


Determination of Iron Loss and Frietion. 


In the method outlined below, but three single obser- 
vations are necessary in order to determine the law of the 
friction plus iron losses for any frequency. For a given 
voltage applied to an unloaded motor, the speed and the 
watts ncessary to overcome iron loss + friction are noted, 
and then with field on and armature circuit opened the time 
is noted that the motor takes to come to rest. These three 
observations are eufficient to determine the law of friction + 
iron loss as a function of the revolations or frequency. To 
separate the friction from the iron lors, however, another get 
of three observations is necessary. The watts to maintain 
the motor unexcited at any particular revolutions or fre- 
quency are measured, and the time it takes for the motor to 
come to rest after an external turning moment has been 
taken from it. The method depends upon a predetermina- 
tion of the moment of inertia of the type of motor or 
generator under consideration, and once determined the 
method should serve as a very quick test-house means of 
checking design. 

Let the no load watts necessary to overcome friction + 
iron logs (after subtraction of calculable copper losses) be = 
а w*, that is— 


W ad w”, (1) 


Where w = watts, a is an undetermined constant, w is the 
frequency, and z an undetermined index. 

Let w = a Q* be the no load watts measured when the 
motor is running at the beginning of the experiment, and 
let Q be the observed frequency, then 


а= WQ. 


Now torque ae o; |, ‚ where I ів the 
t) at 
moment of inertia, Determining the primitivi of the 
equation, | 
* 1 i Eu 
а! 


and observing the limits » = © when / = time = 0, and 
w = 0 when / = т = time the motor takes to come to rest 
after the armature circuit has been opened, we obtain 


Q 0 
for dw= — 4 fu 
0 з І T 
8 — х 
and t ie - and observing that « = WQ, we 
2 
have D zm ro ; 
WT 
ar 
and w= W () ui (2) 


We thus see that a and z have been eliminated. In separating 
the friction from the iron loss, the motor under cunsidera- 
tion can be run at the given speed with fields wnercifed by 
using а subsidiary motor, which can be instantaneously 
uncoupled from it after observing the watts necessary to run 
the subsidiary motor alone; the difference, of course, being 
that necessary to maintain the motor under consideration at 
the speed given. The same formule (1) and (2) would be 
applied, the difference between the watts observed on 
the two different runs giving the law of the iron loss alone, 
which, of course, can again be expressed as the frequency 
to some constant indcx with a sufficient degree of accuracy. 


A. Press, 
B.Sc. Cooper Union, N.Y.. U.S.A, 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Battersea Polytechnic.—The session opens on Sep- 
tember 28th. Particulars of the courses and classes are given in an 
advertisement appearing in this issue. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Wir mwmprNG берт. 9TH, 1902. | WIr mme берт. 8тн, 1903. 


Amsterdam. ë .. Value £117 Adelaide  .. m .. Value £206 
Bombay  .. sh vi M 75 Alexandria .. E as . 46 


Bremen x Ps А . 107 Amsterdam.. ss 5% re 20 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. 206 Antwerp. Eleo, Fuses .. .. 825 
cutta е ee ee 881 Auckland ee ee ee ee 185 

x Teleg. cable .. .. 163 | Bombay  .. А es * 21 


Cape Town .. 526 Boston ba ws ёа 2:8 23 


Christiania, Teleg. cable .. 400 | Caloutta .. „. 3,885 
Colombo. m 878 .. 282 Cape Town .. T - eo 340 
Copenhagen. Teleg. mat. 294 Coronel oS ws "t . 42 
Demerara. Teleg. cable .. 160 Dunkirk bs ae T .. 140 
Durban Ре Я € ee 251 Durban Не РА КР . . 1,168 
East London be x . 205 m Teleg. mat. єє es 155 
Fremantie .. we © .. 146 East London ps $5 1,835 
Gothenburg A "n es 20 н Teleg. mat... eo 568 
$i Teleph. cable. 523 Gibraltar : 23 ss а 16 
Lisbon ee ee oe — of 35 Hambarg ee ee ee ee 25 
Malaga à ә E à 74 Hong Kong. Teleg. mat. oe 28 
Y Teleg. cable .. 102 Lisbon Teleph, cable .. 60 
Melbourne ee oe oo ee 660 Maceio ee oe oe oe 33 
Perth 8 6 ee 65 Madras oe oe ee ° 246 
Rosario M. Es ЖА 5% 62 Melbourne .. vi ne zx 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat. 820 | Pernambuco so T 44 
Shanghai. i% v . . 851 Perth s v и .. 419 
Singapore - as 4 Port Elizabeth < 225 55 
Stockholm, Teleg. cable .. 598 Rangoon .. T | ee 168 
Sydney a T .. 050 Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. “+ 40 
Valparaiso i . 100 8t. John, N.B. 5 нЕ 52 
Wellington.. 2 еж ee 48 Bt. Petersburg .. oe ,. 807 
2 Shanghai sce "P ee ee 119 
35 Teleg. mat. es 82 
Singapore T T .. 117 
Swimam as : А 50 
Sydney oe ee es ec 528 
РА Teleg. mat. .. 893 
Townsville .. és 25 .. 180 
Yokohama .. oo 21 
Tota] .. 26,971 Total . . £11,130 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Bombay. Elec. goods .. Value £623 | Ostend. Eleo. goods, .. Value £88 


G.E.C. Sports.—The seventh annual sports of the Peel 
Works of the General Electric Co. were held at Belle Vue Gardens, 
Manchester, on Saturday, August 29th, before a crowd of about 
8,000 or 9,000 people. The weather was fortunately fine, and the 
sport distinctly good, in fact, far above the average of works sports. 
The finish of the cycle race and the sprints both in heats and finals 
were very close, showing that the competitors had been very care- 
fully handicapped. The final of the 220 yds. flat race, for which 
the president (Mr. Eckstein) presente & cup which is won outright 
each year, was won by C. Oakley, who ran through from scratch in 
the remarkable time of 232 seconds. During the afternoon the 
band of the Salford Police played selections, and at the conclusion 
of the races Mrs. Eckstein kindly presented the prizes to the suc- 
ceseful competitors; after which Mr. Brooker, as chairman of the 
committee, proposed a vote of thanks, which was carried unani- 
mously. 


Trade Announcements. —Messrs. Redpath, Brown 
and Co., Ltd., steel girder builders and constructional engineers, of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, have opened extensive works at Riverside 
Works, East Greenwich. They will bein a position to deal rapidly 
with all classes of structural steel work, and have begun with a 
stock of about 3,000 tons of the constructional sections most largely 
in demand. All of the company's works (at which, by the way, 
stocks of 10,000 to 12,000 tons are always held) are equipped with 
up-tc-date electrically-driven plant. 

Owing to rapid increase of business, the Electrical Trades Supply, 
Limited, has removed to larger premises, having built new works, 
warehouses and offices, at Britannia Works, Great Charles Street, 
Birmingham, to which address all future correspondence should be 
sent. The new factory is equipped with tbe latest labour-saving 
machinery for the manufacture of switches, switchboards, fuses, 
fuseboards, circuit-breakers, starting switches, and fittings of all 
kinds. There is extensive warehouse accommodation, so that a 
large stock of wiring accessories and fittings will be kopt. The 
company is agent for tbe British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd., 
and Messrs. Drake & Gorham, Ltd. 

Messrs. Oliver, Clark & Co., owing to the great increase of their 
business, have taken larger premises at St. Mark’s Road, Notting 
Hill, W., where they have established workshops, offices and show- 
rooms, with facilities also for repairing and charging motor-cars. 
Besides large contracts for local aathorities, the firm has in hand 
the wiring of blocks of 180, 200, and 100 houses respectively. 


Automatic Signalling on the District Railway.— 
In consequence of the heavy rains of last week, the electrified por- 
tion of the District Railway was flooded in two places. The water 
partially submerged the running and negative rails. In spite of 
tbis, however, we are informed that the track circuits of the West- 
inghouse automatic signale, with which this line is equipped, were 
not in any way affected, and the trains were signalled without a 
hitch. 


London Motor Omnibus Syndicate, Ltd.—Before 
Mr. Justice Walton, sitting as Vacation Judge on Wednesday, the 
petition of Mr. А. McBain for the compulsory winding-up of the 
London Motor Omnibus Syndicate, Ltd., was down for hearing. 
Counsel for the petitioner said it had been arranged between the 
parties that the petition should be withdrawn on terms agreed upon. 
His Lordship accordiugly dismissed the petition, 
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Bolton Top Cover for Electric Cars.—We illustrate 
a Bolton type of top cover for tramcars, which has recently been 
built by Mesers. Milnes, Voss & Co., of Birkenhead, to the designs 
of Mr. А. A. Day, chief engineer to the Bolton Corporation tram- 
ways. The seating capacity of the top deck is not in any way 
decreased, iu fact, in the example which is now running seating 
capacity for four more passengers has been obtained. The cover 
is not a totally enclosed one, it being optional for a passenger to be 
inside or outside under cover. This enables the top to be utilised 
either in wet or fine weather, and also enables the design to be made 
to look less heavy, or, perhaps, rather less top-heavy than a cover 
covering the full length of the car. The facility for getting in or 
out of the fully enclosed part is also much greater than in the case 


Вогтон Тор COVER ron ELECTRIC CABS. 


of the fully-covered top cover, some of the latter being very 
awkward to enter and leave. There is in this case fully 6 ft. of 
head room, enabling a tall man to stand upright on the top deck; 
this, however, is rather a matter of the lowness of the bridges under 
which the top cover has to pass. The Bolton Tramways Committee 
are so satisfied that it meets the requirements of the public, that they 
have already sanctioned the fitting of 12 more cars with this cover, 
and it is confidently believed that the adoption of such a cover, 
which does not hinder the use of the top deck in fine weather, and 
makes it available in wet weather, will realise considerably 
increased traffic receipts. 


Switzerland.—An important project is at present under 
consideration, viz., that of constructing: an electric railway up 
Mont Blanc. The projected line would be 12 km. long and 
have five stations; it would be worked partly as a cable railway 
and partly on the rack-rail system. Water power would be utilised 
in the generation of the necessary electrical energy. 


Electric Power in Paper Mills.—A contract was 
recently obtained by the British Westinghouse Electric and Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., for the electrical driving of the mills of the 
Donside Paper Co., Aberdeen. The plant will include one Babcock 
and Wilcox boiler, fitted with chain-grate stoker, superheater, and 
economiser, which will supply steam at 200 lbs. steam pressure to a 
Browett & Lindley triple-expansion engine. This will, in turn, 
drive a 375-kw. Westinghouse double-current generator giving, on 
the alternate current side, three-phase current at 220 volte, 25 cycles 
per sec, and, on the direct current side, current at 125 volts. 
Continuous current will be used for the variable-speed motors, of 
which about 75 Kw. will be installed. All other motors will be of 
the Westinghouse polyphase induction type. These will include five 
50-н.р. motors for the beaters and breakers, one 35-H. . for driving 
a Marshall breaker, and three smaller motors driving the starching 
plant and edge runners. One 75-н.р. variable-speed motor will 
drive the dry end of the paper-making machine, and a 30-н Р. motor 
the wet end. In addition to these, all the pumps will be electrically 
driven, as will aleo the finishing house, ink grinders, and so forth. 
It is anticipated that electric driving will effect a very large 
economy in coal consumption, and a further consideration, which has, 
no doubt, proved of much importance in this case, is the flexibility 
of electric as compared with mechanical driving, in view of certain 
extensions contemplated in these mills. 


Electrical Exhibition.—The E.L. Committee of the 
Eastbourne T.C. has recommended tha‘ an exhibition of electric 
fittings, &c., be held in the Town Hall, Eastbourne, during the 
autumn. The borough electrical engineer (Mr. J. K. Brydges) has 
been requested to make the necessary arrangements for exhibite by 
firms engaged in the manufacture of electric light fittings. 


Auction Sale.—On Tuesday, September 22nd, Messrs. 
Percy Haddleston & Co. will offer for sale a stock of electric 
supply stores, of which some details are given in our advertisements 
to-day. The sale takes place at Himmersmith, under the liquida- 
tion of O. Berend & Co. 


Catalogues aud Lists.—Mn. С. BRAULIK, of Upper 
Thames Street, E.C., has issued a list giving particulars of his 
“ Eclipse "electricity meters of several types, such as are being 
used by some of the London electricity supply companies and oom- 
mittees. The meters aresuitable for use on both alternating and con- 
tinuous current circuits, single and polyphase. 

A new catalogue has been received from the ZuRicH INcan- 
DESCENT LAMP Co., of 47, Victoria Street, S.W., in which prices 
and natural size illustrations appear of “Stearn” high voltage 
lamps, single and double filaments, faucy types, low-voltage tram- 
way, miniature aud candle lamps. 

Some notes and testimonials respecting the Codd arc lamp are 
embodied in a new six-page list issued by the Copp Aro Lamp Co., 
Lrp., of Standard Works, Dame Agnes Street, Nottingham. 

A price sheet of Brockie-Pell arc lamps (enclosed) bas been issued 
by the Ввосктк-Ригт, ABC Lamp, Lro., of Worship Street, B.C. 

A circular relating to the Partridge self-lubricating carbon brushes 
of several different grades for motors and dynamos, has been sent 
out by MR. C. R. Huap, of Westminster. 

Messes. BERGTHEIL & Youna, of Camomile Street, E.C., have 
published a price list (No. 18) of their “ B. & Y." continuous current 
motors, of sizes ranging from у; нр. to 13 н.р, (open protected, 
ventilated enclosed, and entirely enclosed) Another circular 
(No. 10) details the Bandy electric fans and ventilators for 
bracket, ceiling and table use. Both lists are well arranged with 
good illustrations, and the essential sizes, capacities and prices are 
tabulated. 

The latest addition to the excellent set of pamphlets which are 
peing issued by Messrs Sıemens Bros. & Co, Lro., is entitled 
“ Telepberage in Goods Yards." A description and some interest- 
ing illustrations are given of au electrically-operated system for re- 
moval of goods from railway trucks to warehouses, and transference of 
goods to other conveyances for reloading or local distribution. The 
advantages of this over other systems are stated briefly, and elec- 
trical engineers and others who have at times to advise railroads, 
steamsbip companies, dock companies and owneraof warehouses, 
should study the contents of the pamphlet. 

A small folding card has been placed in circulation by the Sox- 
BEAM Lamp Co., Ltp., of Gateshead-on-Tyne, in which are given 
some hints for electric light users respecting the overhauling of 
lamps. The necessity for dusting, abandoning lamps when they dis- 
colour, the use of lamps of proper voltages, switching off lights 
when leaving & room, and other matters which it is necessary for 
the consumer to know in order to get a good lighting effect at a 
low cost, are briefly stated. The Sunbeam Lamp Co, owing to 
largely increased output, is again offering reduced prices for 
quantities. 

The Рнпллрв MacHrNE SzNDICATE, LTD. of Salisbury House, 
London .Wall, E.C., has issued a small weil illustrated pamphlet 
of 20 pp., on the “Care of Commutators.” It embodies a descrip- 
tion of the Phillips commutator truing machine, with which most 
electrical engineers, we believe, sre more or less familiar. The 
machine has, we learn, been adopted by the Government offices, 
municipal authorities, and leading electrical manufacturers. 

A new catalogue of continuous current motors of the R.E.” type 
has been issued by the ВЁнорив ELECTRICAL ManuracTURING Co., 
of Bradford, and Bishopsgate Street, E.C. It contains a detailed 
specification, together with neat half-tone pictures of parts of the 
motor, dimensions and prices being quoted in tabulated form. 
Prices of R.E. type generators from 1 to 24 Kw. are also given. 

Two new publications, attractively prepared as usual, have been 
issued from the press by Mzssss. HorpgN & Ввооке, Lrp., of West 
Gorton. No. 40 is devoted to exhaust steam injectors for boiler 
feeding, heating, raising and circulating water, heating buildings, 
&с., by means of exhaust steam. No. 41 describes lifters and 
ejectors for lifting or forcing to a height, conveying long distances 
on the level, mixing or extracting liquids, semi-liquids, or gases. 

We have received from Mr. R. W. PauL, of 68, High Holborn, 
London, W.C., a catalogue of electrical testing instruments, com- 
prising all kinds of resistance boxes and coils for small 
and large currents, bridges, potentiomet ars, moving-coil galvano- 
meters and other types, insulation testing and fault localising sets, 
electrostatic voltmeters, &c. Some of these instruments—especially 
the moving-coil galvanometers, with the coil suspended on a single 
pivot—are so interesting that we shall devote some space in our 
next issue toa detailed description of them. 


Electric Tramways Trust, Ltd.—Io the Vacation 
Court, before Mr. Justice Walton, in the High Court of Justice, on 
Wednesday, the petition of W. Bratley for the compulsory winding- 
up of the Electric Tramways Trust, Ltd., came on for hearing. Mr. 
Mulligan, K.C, who appeared in support of the petition, said the 
company was registered in December, 1900, and it was now in 
voluntary liquidation. The petitioner was а creditor for a consider- 
able amount, for which the company had given bills. Mr. Bramwell 
Davis, K.C., for the compauy, said а compulsory order would be of 
no value, as there were no assets. His Lordship granted a super- 


vision order, with an additional liquidator. 


Annual Outing.—About 45 employés of the Wolver- 
hampton and District Electric Traction Co. had their annual outing 
on Beptember 1st, journeying by special car from Bilston to Dudley, 
thence by saloon carriage on the railway to Kidderminster, where 
another special car was in readiness to convey them to Stourport, 
dinner being prepared on arrival at the Old Crown Hotel. After- 
wards the boat, Lady Honor, conveyed the party to Holt Fleet and 
Worcester. The following day the remainder of the employés, to 
the number of 50, bad a similar outing. 


(Continusd on раје 497.) 
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OVERHEAD TRACTION FOR ROAD 


THE STOLL System. 


OvR readers need no reminding that the proposal to run 
electrical omnibuses and motor-cars from overhead trolley 


wires, with the existing roadways as the only permanent way, 


has lately been very 
much to the fore. 
Parliamentary sanc- 
tion has been 
granted to such a 
line of “tramways” 
to be worked in 
the county of 
Gloucester. There 
is little reason for 
doubting that be- 
fore very long we 
shall be spared the 
necessity of going 
to the Continent 
to find practical 
examples, but shall 
have them in our 
very midst. The 


matter possessed more than usual interest when Parlia- 
mentary Committeemen were considering it, because the very 
large question was raised whether other parties, pre- 
sumably tradespeople and other owners of private electrical 


vehicles, could be 
allowed the use of 
the overhead cone 
dactors on certain 
terms and con- 
ditions. 

In view of the 
interest which is 
thus aroused, we 
think that it may 
be timely to give a 
description of the 
Stoll electric omni- 
bus system which 
has, we learn, been 
working success- 
fully in Germany 
for some time past, 
and has been taken 
up by the Allge- 
meine Electricitäts 
Gesellschaft, of 
Berlin. 

The advantages 
of a system of over- 
head traction in 
which rails are dis- 


pensed with, are 


obvious. The first 


cost of such an installation is very much less than that of 
the ordinary electric tramway with rails, and the power 


onsumed per seat is only about 25 per cent. greater. 


In 


suburban and country districts where the amount of traffic 
is too small to pay for the laying down of a tramway, 
overhead traction applied to vehicles running on ordinary 
roads would appear to have a great future before it. Fig. 1 
gives a general view of the Stoll system, and represents part 
of a three-mile line near Dresden. The great simplicity of the 
system is at once obvious from this and the other accom- 


panying illustra- 
tions. From masts 
with brackets are 
suspended by means 
of insulators the 
overhead  con- 
ductors, which are 
double, because, 
owing to theabsence 
of rails, one of the 
conductors is re- 
quired to take back 
the current. The 
distance between 
two masts upon 
straight parts of 
the road is about 
35 m.; at curves 
the distance is less. 


The masts are about 8:9 m. in height, so that the con- 
ductors can be suspended 6 m. above the surface of the 


road. 


The overhead conductors are usually of hard-drawn 8 mm. 


trolley wire, with a 
tensile strength of 
40 kg., and a con- 
Cuctivity of 97 per 
cent, of standard 
copper. The two 
conductors run at a 
constant distance of 
80 cm. from each 
other, and are sus- 
pended by the 
brackets at a dis- 
tance of about 3 m. 
from the masts, 
The insulating 
material used is 
“ stabilit,” which 
has a high resist- 
ance, great strength, 
and is very slightly 
hygroscopic. At 
each 1,000 m. of 
the line are light- 
ning conductors 
and switches, by 
which any section 
may be cut out in 
case of accident. 

In the case of 


branches from the main line, the ends of the two conductors 
of the branch line are run alongside the conductors of the 
main line, no direct connection being necessary. 


F 
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Current is supplied to the line by overhead cables, 
which may or may not be insulated, and are suspended on 
masts, 

The current is supplied to the vehicle by a trolley which 
is shown in fig. 2. This trolley consists of a small contact 
truck with four wheels, and is connected to the omnibus by 
a flexible cable. One pair of the wheels runs on the positive 
wire, and the second pair, which is well insulated from the 
first pair, runs on the negative wire. To prevent derailment 
of the trolley the centre of gravity is lowered by suspending 
from it, by a jointed rod, a heavy metal ball. Additional 
security against derailment is aleo obtained by guards pro- 
jecting downward from the bearings of the wheels, Clamped 
on to the suspending rod is the double stranded cable, one 
strand being connected to the positive wheels of the trolley 
and the other strand to the negative wheels, The cable 
leads to the end of a vertical rod placed on the driver's seat 
and constructed so that it can be easily lifted out. A tension 
arrangement built into the cable allows it to lengthen or 
shorten as required, so that it never hangs and interferes 
with the traffic passing underneath, even when the omnibus 


connection on the fore truck, and can consequently be easily 
separated from the latter. 

By this arrangement a very favourable distribution of 
weight on the axles is attained, since the driving wheels have 
the heaviest load, and the steering wheels are lightly loaded. 
The steering power of the vehicle, owing to this arrangement, 
is very great, and it is still further increased by the circum- 
stance that the wheels rotate on the axles. 

Experience has shown that with this arrangement it is 
possible to tarn the vehicle in a street of only two wagon 
breaths, and the adhesion of the driving wheels is sufficient 
to ascend a gradient of 1 in 10. The wear and tear of the 
roads is also reduced by the distribution of the weight on 
the three axles instead of two. | 

The fore truck is equipped with two series motors, each o 
15 Н.Р. maximum output. This motor capacity has proved 
itself in practice to be sufficient for the requirements of such 
& vehicle, "The endeavour; of course, is to keep the dead 
weight down by using the lightest motors which will give 
the required tractive force. "The design of the motor cor- 
responds with the latest Allgemeine Electricitäts Gesell- 


Fia. 3. 


has. deviated some metres to either side of the trolley wires. 
This trolley truck weighs about 3:5 kg., and requires no 
motor to drive it. 

When one omnibus passes another, the drivers pull out 
the rods connected to their cables and exchange .them. 
Deviations are therefore unnecessary, as no trolley ever 
passes another. 

Fig. 3, in which an omnibus is passing a high furniture 
van, shows how the new kind of vehicle accommodates 
itself to the ordinary traffic. The omnibus can deviate over 
the whole breadth of the street, and thus can pass any other 
vehicle, 80 that ordinary traffic is in no wuy disturbed. 

Fig. 4 shows a small motor vehicle with seats for 
12 persons and standing room on the platform for 4 
persons ; the driver's seat is not covered over. 

It will be seen that an omnibus consists essentially 
of two parts, namely, the fore truck, which, apart 


from the lighting arrangements, contains the whole . 


electrical equipment, and the driver's seat; and the back 
part which comprises the body of the vehicle proper. 
The fore truck has two axles, the hinder of which is fixed, 
and the front one which may be turned by asteering gear on 
the driver’s seat. The car body, which has only one fixed 
axle at the hinder end, rests at its front end with a pivot 


echaft model, which is designed to meet all the electrical and 
mechanical requirements of practice. Special attention has 
been given to making all parts accessible and interchange- 
able, the ventilation of the armature is exceedingly good, 
the material of the commutator is uniform and good, and 
the pressure of the carbon brushes on the commutator is 
uniform. All the bearings are large, and outside the 
housing, 80 that lubricant does not enter and destroy the 
insulation. The motors are suspended on springs, and each 
of them drives, by means of а pitch-chain, one wheel on the 
hinder axle. By this arrangement the driving wheels can 
be driven at different speeds, a circumstance whicn greatly 
facilitates the turning of curves. The velocity ratio of the 
pitch-chain gearing is 1 to 5°43. The speeds and 
efficiencies of the motors, with various loads, are as 
follows :— 


Load. Revs. per min. үү. SD hour Efficiencies. 
n 900 237 84 
Г 700 184 85:5 
1 600 157 84 
1} 525 13°9 81 
14 480 12:6 77 


Every vehicle is fitted with a controller switch, a 
resistance switch, a cut-out, a sefety device, and a come 
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plete electric lighting arrangement, consisting of Direct Costs. | 
seven glow lamps, two of which are in the signal lamps 1 
and five inside the omnibus. The controller switch Establishment cost „ 945 
corresponds with the A. E. G. type Е. 11. The speed Wagen. . DA 
and tractive force of the vehicle are regulated by placing C а ** 
resistance in series with the motors. . ыо ыз ынша 
With the electric omnibus there is less risk of disturbance —— 16 
of traffic in winter than with the ordinary tramways. It is i ё 
an advantage in some cases to replace the hind wheels Каак ТОИ 
of the car body by a sleigh. 5 and depreciation... je e iss 23 
Fig. 5 shows a goods wagon. The front truck is the xc c Ж E ME ME Же 4 
same in all cases; it is only necessary to fit on it the — 
Total cost ... is 20 


required kind of vehicle body. 


Very simple and cheap car-sheds have been designed 
containing also an office, workshops and, where necessary, а 
transformer room. 

An estimate of the cost and working of this kind of 
traction will be of interest. The cheapest kind of installa- 
tion is one in which the building of the vehicles and the 
supply of the current are the only items to be considered, as 
when the route is in the neighbourhood 
of a power station. In such a case the 
outfit for supplying the current to the 
vehicles will amount to £250 or £350 
per km, and the vehicles will cost from 
£350 to £400 each. 

Where sheds and workshops and a 
small transformer station have to be 
erected, the installation costs, for a 3 km. 
line with a 15-minute service, requiring 
two vehicles, altogether £2,700, or £900 
per kilometre. 

The working costs may now be con- 
sidered. Careful experiments at Dresden 
have shown that the traction coefficient 
of a road vehicle is about double that of 
a vehicle on rails. The consumption of 
energy varies from 80 to 140 watt-hours 
per ton kilometre. The first number 
corresponds to level roads with a hard 
surface ; the second number to gradients 
of 1 in 25. Comparing the consumption 
of energy with that of tramway vehicles, 
it is found that the consamption of an 
omnibus with 22 places is about equal to 
that of an ordinary tramcar with 28 places 
—i.e., the consumption of energy per 
place is 25 per cent. greater in the case 
of the road vehicle. 

If it is assumed that the cost of the 
installation is £2,700, working 10 
hours a day, every vehicle will run 120 car 
kilometres per day, or 87,000 car kilometres per 
annum. The expenditure for working will be as 
follows :— 


According to this, one vehicle must earn 
per day 120 x 20 pf. == 24 shillings, and 
since it makes 40 single journeys, 6 shilling 
per journey. Charging each person one 
penny for a journey, it will be necessary to 
carry an average of 7°2 persons per journey. 

There must be many cases in which there 
is sufficient traffic to pay for the electric 
driving of the road vehicle, where there is 
not sufficient to pay for the electric tramway. 


COAL-CUTTING MACHINES 
WITH THREE-PHASE MOTORS. 


AmoxG electrically -driven coal - cutting 
machines, the bar type has recently made 
very marked progress in the favour of 
mining engineers. The results obtained 
in respect of yardage cut, freedom from 
derangement, and economy of power, place 
it in the front rank of successful coal- 
cutting machines. When electric motors were first applied to 
mining work, it was recognised that the bar coal cutter was 
the type best suited to electrical driving, the higher speed of 
rotation relatively to the disc or chain types and the freedom 
from tendency to jam being the most obvious advantages. 
The Hurd bar coal cutter, of which Messrs. Mavor and 
Coulson, Ltd., of Glasgow, took up the manufacture a 


Fia. 4. 


number of years ago, and which is now known as the 
* Pickquick,” is, however, а very different tool from the 
crude machine of 12 years ago. The suitability of every 
detail to its function has been hammered out in hard work 
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а{ the coal face, and considering the strenuous nature of the 
work required of them, the record of these machines in 
respect of freedom from breakdown and small cost of 
renewals is remarkable. So strongly is the whole machine 


made, that its capability to cut in very hard material is in 
The limit tions 


no way restricted by the machine itself. 


with squirrel-cage rotors, which do not require any 
mechanical device to facilitate starting. 

The advantages which the bar machine offers to the appli- 
cation of electric driving are emphasised when the motor 
must be of the polyphase type. The low starting torque 
and the low overload capacity demanded owing to freedom 


Bra. 1. 


depend upon the possibility of the steel of the cutter 
picks standing up to the work without too frequent 
sharpening, 

Until recently the **Pickquick " machines have been 
made with direct-current motors only incorporated with 
them, but the getting to work of electrical power supply 
companies, which for purposes of transmission adopt poly- 
phase current, has led to a demand for coal cutters with 
three-phase motors. The first application of motors of this 
type to coal-cutting machines was made by Mr. Roslyn 
Holliday at Ackton Hall Colliery, when four Pickquick " coal 


Auto-starter. 


Rotor. 


from jamming render possible the adoption of the induction 
motor without the use of slip rings, but even under the 
most favourable conditions it is more difficult to produce 
а three-phase than a direct current motor which will satis- 
factorily fulfil all the requirements of a coal-cutting machine. 
The low headroom available compels a small diameter, and 
mechanical considerations compel a moderate speed of rota- 
tion, It is obvious that these limitations render the design 
of polyphase motors, especially for frequencies over 30 
cycles per second, a problem of considerable difficulty. For 
the smaller coal cutters working in seams 20 in. thick or less 


Gear-head Socket 3 


Stator. 


Gear-head. 


Haulage Gear. 


Fia. 2. 


cutters were employed. Slip rings were at first adopted for 
inserting starting resistance in tbe rotor, but these were dis- 
carded by Mr. Holliday in favour of a clutch arrangement 
which enables the rotor to make a few turns before carrying 
round the bar. driving gear. 

Messrs, Mavor & Coulson have recently added to their 
standard patterns coal cutters driven by three-phase motors, 


the use of three-phase motors is impracticable, The vertical 
height of the direct current motor of the emall machine 
does not exceed 12 in. 

The illustration, fig. 1, is from a photograph of the medium 
size machine, which has a maximum vertical diameter of 
22 in. and a motor of 18 н.р. The motor is wound for 
a, frequency of 50 cycles per second and a pressure of 
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500 volts. This machine undercuts from 8 ft. 6 in. to 
5 ft., according to the hardness of the holing. The large 
machine has a vertical diameter of 27 in., a motor of 
26 brake-H. P., and undercuts from 4 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft. deep. 

The detail views illustrate the component parts of the 
machine—gear-head, gear-head socket, stator, rotor and 
haulage gear. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


(Continued from page 422.) 


Books Received.—“ Watch Repairing,” by F. J. 
Garrard. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. 1903. 48. 64. net. 


“Electric Wiriog Tables,” by W. Perren Maycock. London: 


Whittaker & Co. 1903. 3s. 6d. 

" Practical Electro-chemistry," by Bertram Blount. Second im- 
pression. Westminster: Archibald Constable & Co. New York: 
The Macmillan Co. 1903 Price 15s. net. 

" Proceedings of the Institute of Marine Engineers." 
1903-1904. Vol. 15. 

"The Elements of Electrical Engineering,” by T. Sewell. 
London: Сго:ру Lockwood & Bon. 1903. 7s. 6d. net. 

“The Engineer in South Africa," by Stafford Ransome. West- 
minster: Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd., 2, Whitehall Gardens, 
1903. Price 7s 6d. 


City of London College.—The Michaelmas term com- 
mences on September 23th, as announced in our advertisement pages 
to-day. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—At Edinburgh Bankruptcy 
Court on 4th inst., Mr. W. W. Fraser, as sole partner of the firm of 
W. W. Fraser & Co, electrical engineers, 874, Fountain Bridge, 
Edinburgh, was examined in bankruptcy. He said he b:gan busi- 
ness in 1879, and accounted for his deficiency of £1,130 by loss of & 
motor-car through fire, about £300, less legal expenses £200, loss on 
stock, over-statement of claims, &c. He had never been in partner- 
ship with anyone. His stock had been valued at £75, but was worth 
a great deal more than that. The statutory oath was administered. 


Session 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The accounts of the electricity department 
show that the total capital expended is £194,079. The revenue 
during the past year was £30,336, compared with £23,139 in the 
corresponding period, and the expenditure was £14,791, leaving a 
surplus of £15,544. After paying capital charges there remains a 
surplus of £1,701, which has been placed to reserve. The output 
was 2,987,487 units, as against 1,859,812. 


Alvechurch.—The Redditch U.D.C. has received an 
inquiry as to the terms upon which it would supply Alvechurch 
with electricity for lighting the village, the demand to start at 9,000 
units per annum, with а likelihood of its being doubled in a year or 
a year and a half. The Lighting Committee recommended the 
Council to offer to supply Alvechurch at a charge of 6d. per unit at 
night and 3d. per unit in the day time. 


Batley.—The electric light was only switched on at the 
Corporation’s new works about a month ago, but since then good 
progress has been made. The Corporation has decided to extend 
the maine to outlying portions of the borough, and an application is 
to be made to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £5,000 to defray 
the cost. The electric cars have not уеб started running. The 
lines were completed several weeks ago, and the Corporation is now 
in a position to supply energy; but the cars have not yet arrived. 
The responsibility for the delay, so representatives of the Corpora- 
tion allege, rests with the British Electric Traction Co., to whom 
the lines have been leased. The cars running on the Dewsbury and 
Speu Valley lines, it is said, are not suitable for the Batley line. 


Blaydon.— The U.D.C. recently received a proposal from 
Mr. C. H. Merz, on behalf of the Priestman Power Co., Ltd., for 
tsking over the Council's responsibilities under its provisional 
order; the clerk was instructed to ask Mr. Merz for further 
information. 

Brighton.—As an experiment the Lighting Committee 
has decided that for one year the charge for energy supplied to 
premises controlled by a time switch shall be 1d. per unit from 8 p.m. 
inscead of from 10 p.m. This is in answer to a request for a reduc- 
tion of the charge of 7d. per unit to places of worship. 


Clydebank.— The plebiscite of the ratepayers in Clydebank, 
to decide whether or not the T.C. should spend £35,000 on the 
erection of an electric lighting plant and refuse destructor, has 
reaulted in the scheme being condemned by a large majority—the 
figures being, not in favour,” 1,104; “in favour," 355. The 
alternative scheme is that the burgh shall take its electricity supply 
from the Clyde Valley Electric Light and Power Co., who are con- 
structing works in theidistrict. К. 


Cheltenham.—The municipal electricity works have 
been running for eight years at a loss, and the local ratepayers’ 
association recently petitioned the T.C. to invite Sir William 
Preece to investigate the matter porsonally, or to nominate an 
expert to conduct an investigation and advise the Council. The 
matter was referred to the Lighting Committee. 


Consett.—As the Cleveland Electrical Power Co. will 
in a few months be in a position to supply current, the U.D.C. has 
decided to ascertain upon what terms the company will supply 
energy for lighting purposes. 


Devizes.—The T.C. has decided to apply to the B. of T. 
for a prov. order under the Electric Lighting Acts. The Council 
has received notices from the Southern District Electricity Corpora- 
tion and the Devizesand District Electric Supply Co. of their intention 
to apply for similar orders, and the Council has resolved to obtain the 
advice of an electrical engineer or other expert. 


Dublin.—The Corporation wanta £13,000 to complete 
the electric lighting scheme, in addition to the original estimate of 
£254,500. 


Eccles.—The T.C. has ratified a resolution of the Public 
Lighting and Electricity Supply Committ зе, reducing the charge 
for energy supplied for motive power. It was reported, at the 
last meeting, that the loss on the electric light undertaking during 
the past three months had only been £229, against £372 during the 
same period in 1902. The Monton route, now completed, will be 
worked by the Salford Coporation. It is to be opened immediately. 

N 


Elgin.—The T.C. has received a proposal for the supply 
of electricity [generated by water-power. The matter is under 
consideration. 


Gloucester.—A L.G.D. iaquiry was beld last week into 
an application by the T.C. for sanction to borrow £25,000 for the 
electricity undertaking, including the provision of additional plant 
required for supplying power for the proposed light railways. The 
items were as follows: — Extension of building, £1,887; generating 
plant, £7,080 16s. 9d.; proposed sub-station at the Cross, £400; 
suggested extension of mains, £3,674 118. 7d.; provision for 
200 new house services, with meters, £2,000; proposed extension 
of public lighting, £3,500; which, with excess amount of capital 
expenditure on loans previously borrowed, £6,457 11s. 8d., made a 
total of £25,000. Mr. W. J. Bache, electrical engineer, gave 
technical details of the proposed extension, and there was no 
opposition. 


Grimsby.— According to the report of Mr. W. A. 
Vignoles, the borough electrical engineer, the gross profit made by 
the electricity department last year was £3,277; after paying 
capital charges there was a deficit of £1,422. The output was 
653,438 units, of which more than half was for traction; the con- 
nections amount to the equivalent of 21,334 8-c.P. lamps. Sanction 
has been received for an outlay of £7,000 on extensions of maine. 


Huddersfield.— The T.C. has resolved to apply to the 
L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £7,500 for supplying the township of 
Linthwaite with electrical energy. 

Extensions of considerable magnitude are contemplated to the 
Corporation electrio lighting works, the estimated cost being 
£100,000. 


Liverpool.—A motion by Councillor T. Utley, pro- 
posing " That the Electric Power and Lighting Committee should 
obtain expert evidence as to the cost of lighting electrically the 
whole of the tramway routes and main thoroughfares in the city“ 
was discussed at the meeting of the Liverpool City Council last 
week. Mr. Utley contended that the work of lighting could be 
done at much less cost than that shown by the estimates which had 
been obtained. 


London.—Isiincron.—According to the local press, 
trouble is brewing over the electricity undertaking. А recent 
financial statement by the borough accountant shows that the total 
outlay has been £388,670, of which only £20,646 has been paid off 
out of revenue. The undertaking has shown during eight years a 
fluctuating margin of profit and loss, inclining to the latter on the 
whole—though, without a blush, the Js/ington Daily Gazette declares 
that there has been a profit of nearly £20,000. There appears to be 
no reserve whatever, and last year the increase in repairs amounted 
to no less than £2,281. There was also a deficit of £1,740. Be it 
observed that these ominous features appear in the eighth year of 
a municipally-owned supply undertaking in the metropolis, where, 
moreover, a period of 42 years is allowed for repayment of loans. 
No reserve; a deficit; heavy and increasing cost of repairs—what 
prospects lie before this unfortunate concern? We fear they are 
not very brilliant. 

ВАТТЕВЗЕА —Mr. Frank Whitehead, foreman at the Borough 
Council's electricity works, recently had occasion to discharge a 
number of employés for general slackness. There were several 
stormy scenes, aud the services of the police had to be requisitioned 
to prevent rioting. On Friday, at the South-Westera Police Court, 
one of the dismissed men was fined £5, or one month's im- 
prisonment, for assaulting Mr. Whitehead. 
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Popran.—The Electricity Committee of the B.C. has resolved 
that Nernst lamps be fitted experimentally on the columns in one 
road. The Committee has already informed the Council that the 
demands of present consumers may be dar gerously near the limit 
of the supply at the peak of the load in the winter months, but in 
view of the liabilities of the Council under the prov. order and its 
decision against authorising refusal of connections, the Committee 
is of opinion that the Council should take the responsibility of 
accepting a number of new applications. At a meeting of the 
Finance Committee, a letter was read from the L.C C., stating that 
that body was prepared to advance a loan of £3,345 for electricity 
worke, A motion that the mortgage be sealed was carried. 

SHOREDITCH — Adopting a report of the borough electrical 
engineer, Mr. C. N. Russell, pointing out the increasing demand and 
the economy of supply at higher pressure, the B.C has decided to 
change over the distribution system to the three-wire system at 
240 and 480 volte. The supply is at present given at 150 volts on 
2 two-wire system. The cost of the change is estimated at 

6,000. 


Mansfield Woodhouse.—The U.D.C. is to apply to 
the B. of T. for a prov. order for electric lighting, with a view to 
obtaining electricity from the Mansfield T.C. 


Nelson.—The Corporation is about to apply to the 
L. G. B. for leave to borrow £25,000 for the purposes of the electricity 
department. The Council has overspent its borrowing powers to 
the extent of £14,000. 


Newport (Mon.).—The Electricity and Tramways 
Committee will recommend tne Council to proceed with the public 
arc lighting as previ . usly decided upon, in preference to accepting 
the gas company's off«r to erect 144 lamps with triple Welsbach 
burners at a cost of £2,448. 


Queenstown.—At the half-yearly meeting of the 
Queenstown Gas Co. last week, the chairman said, in submitting to the 
shareholders the statement of accounts for the past half-year, the 
directors regretted to say that the result had not been satisfactory 
as compared with that of the corresponding period of 1902. He 
found the report unsatisfactory, inasmuch as they had not anything, 
little or much, to distribute amongst the sharebolders. The 
Queenstown Gas Co. had an excessively keen competition to meet on 
the part of the local electric lighting company, and he had before 
him their position. The gas company was an old company, about 
54 years established, and for many years past when they were 
earning money in a very satisfactory manner, they did not make 
any endeavour to put by anything for the rainy day. They were 
met with the fact—the glorious fact—that the electric lighting com- 
pany were going to wipe the gas company off the face of the earth. 

e electric company came to Queenstown and started in the town 
with everything possible in their favour. They expended an initial 
outlay of £20,000, equal to that of the gas company; they ran the 
latter company hard for some years. But last year the electric com- 
pany had earned just £5 more than the gas company had earned. 
The electric company's ou lay in Que-nstown last year was £1,778 
` 19s. 8d., and they earned £1,791 12s. 8d., leaving them an amount 
to distribute of about £12, as against the gas company’s £3. 


South Shields.—At the meeting of the T.C. on the 
2nd inst. Alderman Rennoldson said the reports that had been 
given by the Press did not give full justice to the undertaking. The 
profits for the year ending March last were altogether £1,695. As 
a matter of fact, they bad, at the end of the financial year, an 
accumulated balance of £2,110, and that and the profit made the 
total sum at their disposal £3 806. They then carried £2,700 to the 
reserve fund, which left £1,1.0 That latter sum was left an open 
account, to see if, after the summer half-year, they could recommend 
that a portion should be handed over to the rates. This they had 
been able to do at their last meeting, when they recommended that 
£800 be handed over to the general district rate. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—The assessment of the Corporation 
electricity works has been reduced from £1,279 to £564, equivalent 
to a saving of £252 per annum. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Brighton.—The T.C. has decided, by a majority of 
18 to 10, to lay the electric tram route along Dyke Road with 
Corporation labour, under the supervision of Mr. J. B. Holliday, 
tramways manager. 


Central Loudon Railway.—On Tuesday evening, at about 
7 р m., a stoppage occured on this railway, at the Bank end of the 
line, through а ceach leaving the rails between Bank and Post Oflice 
Stations. A following loaded train was brought to a stand-till, and 
the electric lights were extinguished. The passengers passed out 
through the rear carriage. and, lights having been switched on iu 
the tunnels, they were able to pass along the wooden pathway to 
Bauk Station. There was no panic or mishap, though, of course, 
there was some anxiety. | 


Crewe.—A tramway scheme for Crewe is at present under 
discussion, the point of contention being as to whether it should be 
& municipal or a private undertaking. The ratepayers declared 
some time ago, by a large majority, against the Town Council 
unoertaking it. The London and North-Western Railway Co.— the 
largest rate payers in the їс wn — would oppose a municipal line, unless 
the tramway terminus were within easy access of the Crewe station 
and works. The Trades Council of the borough has protested 
against a private company being allowed to take possession of the 
streets of the town. The total cost of the scheme is estimated at 
£100,000 or £150,000. 


Glasgow.—Notice of motion has been made in the T.C. 
that an instruction be given to the general manager of the tram- 
ways to at oace provide larger cars than those at present ia use. 
The whole question of 4d. fares has been remitted to a sub-com- 
mittee of the Tramways Committee of the T.C. 


Huddersfield. Ву means of swing brackets attached to 
each end of the car, arrangements have been made by the Hudders- 
field Corporation tramways manager to carry four cyles on each 
carat the owners’ own risk. Mr. Thomas contemplates that this 
will be the means of increasing the revenue to an extent whioh 


will make it worth while to fit up the cars with the swing 


brackets. 


Liverpool.—The Corporation has received the sanction 
of the B.O.T. to an alteration of the speed of the electric cars. The 
highest speed which has been nominally attainable under sanctions 
recently operating is 10 miles an hour. This rate was operative on 
34 miles 216 yards of single track, equal to 36 per cent. of the 
whole. On 52 miles 1,314 yards, eight miles an hour has been 
attained, equal to 55 per cent. of the whole. On 8 miles 1,561 yards, 
six miles an hour has been attained, equal to 9 per cent of the 
whole. Under the new sanction a speed of 14 miles an hour will 
be allowed on 9 miles 40U yards, and a speed of 12 miles an hour 
on 51 miles 1,051 yards. The track on which these bigber speeds 
are permitted is in places where it is likely that a long clean run 
with few interruptions will be obtainable. Ор 25 miles 150 yards, a 
speed of 10 miles an hour will be attained. The average speed in 
the past between the termini has been 5°8 miles per hour. Under 
the new arrangement an average speed of eight miles, including 
stoppages, will be maintained. Recently, a series of records were 
taken of the running of cars, by means of Elliott’s recording speed 
indicator, and it was found that on a typical route a speed of 16 
and 17 miles an hour was obtained, the average speed, including 
stoppages, approximating eight miles an hour. The facte were sub- 
mitted to the Board of Trade, and a fresh inspection of the whole 
of the tramway routes was made by Lieut.-Col P. G. Von Donop, 
R.E., which has resulted in the sanction of the Board of Trade being 
given to the increased speed on the tramways. The large immunity 
which Liverpool has enjoyed from fatal accidente has, no doubt, 
been a guiding factor with the Board of Trade in the matter. 

wast week the City Council adopted a recommendation from the 
Tramways Committee that 10 of tbe ordinary electric cars be fitted 
with the new top-cover lately produced by officials of the works 
department, at а cost of £35 per car, and that 10 of the existing 
top-covered cars be fitted with the improved parts of the new cover, 
at a cost of £15 a car. 

Last Saturday a serious electrio car collision occurred. A cart 
turniog from a side street was smashed, and three occupants 
severely injured. 


London.—Further work was commenced by the L.C.C. 
contractors on Monday for the electrification of the tramways. In 
Southwark Bridge R ad a number of men commenced to tear up 
the eastern side of the roadway, « temporary line having been pre- 
viously laid down on the western side. The new portion of the 
line which is being laid down in the Marshalsea Road, to connect 
the lines between tne Borough High Street and Southwark Bridge 
Road, is being proceeded with rapidly, while in that portion of 
Bouthwark Bridge Road whichruns right up to the bridge itself the 
metals have been laid down and the necessary junction lines made 
for the trams to resume the return journeys. The new line along 
St. George's Road, between the Elephant and Castle and the West- 
minster Bridge Road, is also being rapidly laid down. 


L & N.W. Railway.—The announcement has been 
made in & number of newspapers that the directors of this railway 
have decided not to electrify any portion of their main lines between 
Euston and Scotland or Euston and Holy head. Such a ch 
would involve enormous outlay, while steam would still be needed 
for the heavy mineral trains. It is probable that in the near fature 
several branch lines may be electritied, but steam would still be 
retained for heavy traffic.“ 


Manchester.—Some interesting particulars were given 
by the chairman of the City Tramways Committee, Mr. Boyle, аў 
the meeting of the Council last week relative to prospective 
developments in the district. The Manchester Southern Tramways 
Act, which was passed last session, had, he said, become practically 
the Act of the Corporation. It authorised the construction of 
tramways from Barton Bridge (the boundary of Eccles), along 
Croft's Bank Koad, by Davyhulme and Urmston, to Stretford, and 
thence by Sale and Northenden to Gatley, where it will connect 
with tbe tramway system of the Stockport Corporation. Thus a 
complete ring of tramways will be formed round the city on its 
Southern side. "There is also to be anextension along the Man- 
chester and Altrincham main road from Stretford to West 
Temperley ; апа under an arrangement to be concluded with the 
Altrincuam Districe Council, through communication between the 
city and Altrincham will ba established at no distant dato. What 
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the Manchester Tramways Committee has aimed at from the first is 
being accomplished, namely, through tramway connections along 
sli the main roads leading out of the city with the surrounding 
towns. Ry way of Northenden, the towns of Stockp: rt, Denton 
and Ashton will be reacbed by alternative routes. Manchester is 
already connected with Middleton, and the Committee bas made 
overtures to the Oldham Corporation for the running of through 
cars to that town. Having established a car service, Mr. Boyle 
said, to the principal large towns, the Committee’s purpose was now 
pretty well served. 

The “ cow-ratcher " is to be superseded on the electric 
tramcars and we learn that the Corporation is so satisfied 
with the Hudson- Bowring “ gate and carrier" guards that 
it has given an order for 300 of them to Messrs Hudson and 
Bowring, Ltd., of St. James'« Square, Manchester  Tne principle 
of the guard is as follows :— The swing-gate which hangs below the 
* fender” of the car is so lightly balanced tbat at the least touch it 
falls inwards. In doing so it automatically opens a toggle or 
knuckle lever, releases an iron bar. and causes the horizontal carrier 
or cradle to fall to the ground. The cradle is pressed down upon 
the metals by a strong spring. and any obstruction is easily picked 
up and carried along until the car can be brought to a standstill. It 
is claimed tbat tbese guards render it practicallv impossible for any 
one to be injured by the wheels or mechanism of the car. 


Metropolitan District Railway.—Although it bas 
been publicly stated that the electric trains on the District Railway 
cannot be running for passenger traffic until the erd of 19^4. there 
is strong ground for believing (says the Daily Chronicle) that a 
partly electric service will be put in overation on the Inner Circle 
in some seven months’ time. “Experiments on the line at South 
Harrow are still going on, with a view to deciding on the type of 
motor to be adopted.” 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.— At the meeting of the T.C. on the 
2nd inet., Councillor Cairns raised the question by what authority, and 
under what circumstances, communications bad been entered into 
between the Tramways Committee and the Tyneside Tramways and 
Tramroads Со. Mr. Cail, chairman of the Committee, said negotiations 
were entrusted to a sub-committee by the Tramways Committee. 
Mr Cairns moved that the Council request the Tramways Com- 
mittee to carry on no further negotistions with the company in 
regard to running powers over the two systems without distinct 
instructions from the Council. Mr. Cail pointed out that the 
friendly overtures that bad taken place, were really more in the 
nature of an exchange of traffic than allowing another company 
running powers. Broadly, what they were endeavouring to bring 
about was an arrangement to allow the Tyneside tramcars to come 
into Newcastle as far as Stanhope Street, and to allow the same 
number of the city cars to go as far as North Shields. Eventually 
Mr. Cairns withdrew bis motion in order that the Tramways Com- 
mittee might consider the matter. 

At & meeting of the Finance Committee on the 3rd inst., the 
Mayor, Sir William H. Stephenson, presiding, the city treasurer 
reported tbat the amount paid up to date for the construction, 
equipment, &c , of the city tramways was £962,000; of this amount 
above £809,000 had been borrowed, and it was proposed to 
borrow a further sum of £128 000, when the sanction of the Local 
Government Board bad been obtained. This sum is for tramways 
and the necessary street improvements. 


Northampton, — The Finance Committee bas recom- 
mended t*e T.C. to apply for a loan of £75,0C0 for the electrification 
of the tramways. 


N.E. Railway.—The North-Eastern Railway last; werk 
commenced its service of motor omnibuses in North Holderness, 
between Beverley and Belford. The ’buces, which are propelled 
by 24-н.р. four-cylinder Stirling motors, giving an average speed of 
12 miles an hour, resemble the ordinary electric tramcar, and pro- 
vide accommodation for 16 passengers. It is proposed at present 
to make four journeys daily in each direction. 


St. Helens.—The state of the tramways and of the 
rolling stock formed the subject of discussion at the last meeting of 
the TC. It was said that the cars were run in a bad state, and 
damaged the rails and point-, and that then the company using the 
lines complained Councillor Houghton said it was going to be a 
dead loss to the Corporation if they had to relay the lines so soon. 
Tbe chairman thought it was quite right that they should call the 
attention of the company to such matters. 


South Shields. — The question of the working of 
the electric tra o ways, for the construction of which the Cor- 
p ration bas recently obtained an Act, is still under con- 
вілетай n А proposal has b-en made by a member of the 
Corp ‘та ion that that body should itself work them, and this 
suggestion which has jist been made public seem: gly provoked 
the present less: es (the South 5 ielde Tramwav and Carriage Co., 
Lid) to make the appended proposal on the 31st ult. to the Coroora- 
tion :—(1) The Corporation to coustruct and elec:rically equip the 
tramways, the company (the Sou*h Shields Tramway and (‘аггінре 
Co.) providing the necessary rolling stock; (2) the Corporati эп to 
grant this con pav y a lease of 28 years from the date of the certificate 
of tbe Board of Trade for electrical workıug ; (3) the company to pay 
interest and вш. king fund upon the total capital cost of constructing 
and equipping the said lines; (4) the compaay will relieve the 
borough of the debt, which they understand now stands at about 
£9,000 against the tramway account byiincludingithat,amount in the 


capital upon which interest and sinking fund will be paid; (5) the 
Corporation to supoly al! energy required for the tramways at the 
following rates:—For all units up to 200,000 per annum 1 5d per 
unit; for the next 50,000 1 4d. per unit, and reducing by one-tenth 
of a penny per unit for each additional 50,000 units until 400 000 
units per annum is reached, when all units in excess will be charged 
at the rate of 1d. per unit; (6) the Corporation to have the option 
of acquiring 80 much of the Jarrow and South Shields Light Rail- 
way as ів situated in that borough; (7) the company would sub uit 
on an amicable understanding being arrived at to surreader the pre- 
sent lease which it holds from the Corporation in respect of the 
existing tramways. Inthe event of terms being arranged applica- 
tion will be made for powers to construct a line from Westoe to 
Whitburn. ! 

At a meeting of the Т.С. on the 2nd inst, Councillor Gibbon 
moved that the Corporation should provide and тип the 
trams, to be electrically equipprd on the overhead system, 
and that they should at once proceed with the construction 
of the lines, &c, in Fowler Street, Westoe Lane, Meldon 
Terrace and Stanhope Road to Tyne Dock. He pointed out that 
the Corporation was now in a position to proceed with the work of 
extending the system, and the populous character of the district 
through which they would pass would ensure their success, 
Councillor J W. Henderson seconded. He contended that they 
could not have a complete and efficient system unless it was not 
only owned and laid, but also worked, by the municipality. The 
tramway company were taking at present £350 per week, or 84,000d. 
per week, and h. ventured to вау that оп the new system they 
would carr. the population twice per week, which would meau an 
income of £45,933 per annum ; the operating cost he put down at 
65 per cent, which would absorb £29564. The total amount 
charged to the undertaking would be brought up to £41,151, which, 
when deducted from the revenue, left a ba ance of £4,782, which 
would be increased to £5,882 at the end of five years Alderman 
Laweon moved an am: ndment that the question of leasing or work- 
ing the tramways should be deferred until the Tramways Coin- 
mittee had ascertained the best terms which could be obtained for 
a lease of the lines, and also that the routes to be equipped at the 
present time should be left over for the Committee to consider. 
Councillor Smith seconded this, but the matter was eventually 
adjourned. 

A special meeting of the T.C. was held on the 7th inst to further 
consider the matter. There was a long discussion, but practically | 
the only points were, on the one side, that the only solution to the 
question was municipaliestion, that the T C. kuew that the only 
offer they would get to lease the tramways would be from the B.E T., 
that they already knew the terms that would be offered, and conse- 
quently no gain would be obtained by fu'iher delay; on the other 
side it was contended that they were under a practical obligation 
not to municipalise until the case for leasing had been gone into 
fully, a.d that while there was a very considerable risk in working 
the tram ways themselves, and doubt as to whether they would pay, 
there was no such risk involved in leasing them, whereby a certain 
income would te obtained without the risk. The ultimate vote was in 
favour, by 18 to 14, of an amendment that the question go back to the 
committee, but thia can hardly be considered a decisive vote against 
muricipaliation, as at least two of those who voted forthe a nend- 
ment decla ed theuslves municipalisers, and voted against the 
motion on questions of detail ; had these two votes been transferred 
the voting would have been equal. 


Wolverhampton.—A meeting of the Town Council is 
to be held on Monday next, when it is expected that some ¢flicial 
announcement wil be made as to the negotiations between the 
Council and the Lorain Co. As has been previously stated in these 
columns, Mr. Wetmore, the agent of the company in Wolver- 
hampton, paid a visit to America in order to consult with his 
principals; and it is rumoured that the company has declined to 
accept the propotals which bave been made by the Corporation. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australian Telephones.—In the House of Repre- 
sentatives at Sidney, in July, it was stated that a metallic circ it 
for the telephonic systems of Melbourne and Sydney could not be 
provided for out of revenue. and until a loan was provided the 
work coald not be gone on with. The matter was to be considered 
when the estimates were under discussion. 


Glasgow Telephones.—The annual report of the Cor- 
poration Telephone Department, which has just been issue“, shows 
tne net revenue to be £14,143, made up as follows:—Proportion 
of rentals brought from la-t year. £12,417; grosa revenue from 
rentals for the year, June 18, 1902, to May 31st. 1903 £42,176, 
less proportion of rentals applicable to у аг 1903-4 carried to 
suspense account, £20,715, а total of £21 461, to which have to be 
added suudry receipts, including terminal fees, 4366, a total 
revenue of £35,014; the working expenditure (including Post 
Office royalty, £3 400, and terminal fees, EI, 498), was £20,871, 
giving the net revenue of £14,143, out of which the following re- 
quiremeuts had to be met: Interest on loans, £6,642, a.d ri king 
fund. £5,807, leavivg a surplus on the year’s operations of £1,690, 
which, with the surplus brought from last year of £398, gives a total 
surplus of £2,092. This sum is carried to a general reserve fund. 
The uet amount of borrowing powers at May 31st was £292,233, of 
which £49,700 is unexhausted. The capital expenditure for the 


N 


480 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Voi.53. No. 1,346, 8юртимвв 11,1909 


year amounted to £78,245, which, with the capital expenditure of 
£192,694 previously incurred, make a total capital expenditure of 
£270,939. "The amount of capital invested in works not yet earn- 
ing revenue is £59,096. At May 31st there were 9,122 instruments 
connected, these being subscribed for by 8,145 persons and firms, 
of which about 4,600 have never been telephone subscribers 
before. About 800 orders remain to be executed. The number of 
instruments now working with the exchange is 9,856. 


Halifax Telephones.—The Finance Committee on 4th 
inst. decided to recommend to the favourable consideration of the 
Town Council an offer received from the Mutual Telephone Co. to 
establish their telephone system in the borough. The acceptance 
of the offer is recommended in preference to the introduction by the 
Corporation of municipal telephones, which, through tbeir last 
Parliamentary Bill, they received power to adopt. 


New Zealand Telegraphs.— According to the report of 
the Post and Telegraph Department of New Zealand, there are now 
22,672 miles of telegraph wires in operation in the colony, an 
increase of 967 miles on the year. 


The Picard System for Submarine Telegrapby.— 
A short time ago some successful trials were carried out in effecting 
direct communication between Paris and Algiers by means of the 
Baudot apparatus. The total length of the line was 1,800 kilometres, 
of which 900 kilometres were cable. The trials took place on ths 
occasion of the visit of the President of the French Republic to 
Algiers. A correspondent sends us some details of the system 
adopted to overcome the difficulties of fast working on the cable; 
the arrangement was designed by M. Picard, an employé of the 
Department of Posts and Telegraphs in France. In order to over- 
come the difficulty of retardation due to the capacity of the cable, 
it has always been necessary to employ currents as short and weak 
as possible. This has been supplemented by Lord Kelvin'a method 
of reversing currents. M. Picard bas devised a further and most 
ingenious method of employing the periods of rest between the 
emitted currents to produce the signals. The “tail” of the current, 
hitherto considered the enemy of the submarine telegraphist, bas 
now been made his best friend. Instead of the length of the 
current forming the dots and dashes, the signals are made by the 
length of time ?~/wcen the currents. The currents аге all of equal 
length and strength. In the picturesque language of a French 
engineer: On parle, pour ainsi dire, avec des silences.” Each 
signal is composed of two currents of equal duration, one positive 
and one negative. Between these two currents, the positive and 
the negative, & period more or less long, distinguishes the dash from 
the dot. The system can also be applied to printing telegraphs 
with equal success, as witness the recent trials. The transmissions 
from Paris to Algiers direct were effected by means of translating 
relays inserted at Marseilles. Paris can employ a four-armed set 
to Algiers; the arms unemployed at Paris are used at Marseilles. 
The Central Office at Paris can on occasion give up two arms to the 
Elyeéa Office, and the Central Office at Algiers can on its side give 
up two arms to the palace of the Governor-General, thus establishing 
direct communication between the offices of the President of the 
Republic and the Governor-General. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES, INTERRUPTED, 


ee June 20, 1899 .. oo 
Е ) ee Aug. 27, 1901 ee ee 
.. Aug. 26, 1903. .. Vis 


Latakia-Cyprus T oe ee ee ee 
Trinidad-Demerara No.1 ,. ee 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 2 ee 


Dominica: Martinique. ee » it May 8, 1902 ee 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique .. eo ee T ee May 8,1902  ,. T 
Guadcloupe-Martinique T eo oe ay 9, 1902 eo oe 


. July 10, 1902. . 
„ Aug. 18, 1902 .. ee 
e» Sept. 19, 1902 .. өө 


Martinique-Puerto Plata 
Cayenne-l'inheiro ee ee ее РҮ 
Bt. Lucia-8t. Vincent .. oe өө ee 


Reissa-Issa ee ee oe ee Oct. 22, 1902 oe oe 
Reissa-Yemani ee ee ee ee oe oe Oct. 22, 1902 ee oo 
Paramaribo-Cayenne ео oe ee ee ee Feb. 27, 1908 ee ee 
New York-Haiti ee April 18, 1908 ee ee 
Fao-Bushire .. July 28, 1903. .. Sept. b 
Bolama-Biss ao . .. Aug. 4, 1903 . 
Antigua-Guadeloupe .. .. Aug. 9, 1903 
Corea-Seoul-Genzan fe .. July 30, 1903 
LANDLINES, 
To Puerto Barrios өө .. July 28, 1903 
Rome-Pera M Ў 


ee Aug. 1, 1903 


e 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Belgium.— October 3rd. The Municipal Authorities of 
Liége are inviting tenders until October 3rd for the supply of six 
electric tramcars.  Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, Le Bureau Administratif des Travaux, à l'Annexe 
de l'Hotel de Ville, Liège. 


Bermondsey.— September 21st. Dust destructor plant, 
300-Kw. steam generators, feeder boosters, motor balancer, switch- 
gear, cables, “с. Вее Official Notices” Beptemb^»r 4th. 


Brighton.—October 5th. Steel rails, tramcars, points 


and crossings for the Corporation tramways extensions, See 
" Othcial Notices“ to-day. 


Brisbane.—September 30th. The Deputy Postmaster- 
General ів in the market for certain postal and telegraphic material. 


Croydon.—September 14th. Buildings, smiths’ and 
ironfounders’ work! for the electricity works extensions. See 
* Official Notices” September 4th. 


Cuba.—September 28th. Tenders are being invited 
until September 28th by the municipal authorities of Cienfugos 
for the concession for the electric lighting of the public streets 
and buildings of the town. 


Holland.—October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction aud 
equipment of & central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Isle of Thauet.—The Isle of Thanet Electric Tram- 
ways and Lighting Company wants tenders for stores. See Offizial 
Notices" to-day. 


Johanuesburg.—September 21st. 70 10-amp., 40 25- 
amp., 10 50-amp. electricity meters. See '' Official Notices" to-day. 


Johannesburg.—October 5th. A large quantity of stecl 
rails, fishplates, tie-bars, &c., for the Corporation tramways, See 
“ Official Notices ” to-day. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant ; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative:—Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See '' Official 
Notices August 28th. 

[The attention of tenderers is requested to the change of date for 
receipt of tenders, from O tober 19th to November 16th.— Es.) 


Kirkcaldy.—September 14th. Electrical wirirg and 
fittings for the Corporation Memorial Halls, Form of tender, &c., 
from the Bargh Electrical Engineer. * 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 
more electric meters. See “ Official Notices " June 12th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-H.P. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving a three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See “ Official 
Notices” July 24th. 


Merthyr Tydfil.—September 12th. Hills Plymouth 
Co., Ltd., invites tenders for stores for the 12 months ending 
September 30th, 1904. The following are some of the items: 
India-rubber, asbestos, &^.; steam tubes and fittings; electric 
appliances. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the ooncession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


500 or 


Reigate.— September 17th. Water-tube boiler, piping, 
200-x w. steam allernator, switchboard and instruments, condensing 
plant, cooling tower, &c., for electric lighting. See “Offcial 
Notices " September 4th. 


Rochdale.—September 26th. Electrical work at the 
Dearnley Workhouse. See Official Notices September 4th. 


Roumania.— October 10th. Tenders are being invited 
until October 10tb by the Roumanian State Railway Authorities in 
Bucharest, for the installation of a complete electric lighting plant 
at the railway works in that city. 


Salford.—September 19th. 
“ Official Notices September 4th. 


Southend.— September 14th. Steam dynamo, boiler 
and condenser for the electricity works. See ' Official Notices " 
August 28th. 


High-tension cable, See 


Spain.—September 18th. The Spanish Post and Tele- 
graph Authorities are inviting tenders until September 18tb for the 
concession for the establishment and working of a central telephone 
exchange at Palamor (Gerona province) with sub-stations at San 
Feliu de Guisols and Palafrugell. Tenders are to be sent to La 
Direccion General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas, 10, Madrid, 
whence particulars may be obtained. 


Stoke-upon-Trent.—September 11th. Pipe-work, non- 
conducting covering, and water-softening plant for the electricity 
scheme. See "Official Notices " August 21st. 


Sweden.—October 15th. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Gelfe until October 15th for the supply 
of six electrical cranes. 


Whitechapel.—September 12th. Electric lighting of a 
portion of the Infirmary. See ‘Official Notices” August 28th. 
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J OLOSED. 


Bolton.—At the meeting of the T.C. last week, the 
Tramways Committee's minutes came up for approval. Mr. Preston 
moved an amendment vetoing the acceptance of a tender by Jacob 
and Co, a Belgian firm, for rails required for tramway construction, 
and accepting that of Messrs. Scott, an English firm. Mr. Walms- 
ley supported the amendment, on the ground of the superior 
quality of British steel. Alderman Bmith, Chairman of the Tram- 
ways Committee, said it would be wiser to place the order with the 
English firm, and upon a division this was ordered to be done. 


Chiswick.—The following tenders were received for gas- 
driven sewage pumping plant, compressors and electrio lighting 
seta for the U.D.C.:— | 


Bilble, Hobson & Co. - bs "T £6,500 0 0 
Campbell Gas Engine Co., Ltd. .. % bee - 3,518 7 6 
Crossle Bros., Ltd oe ee ee ee ee 3,304 0 0 
Drysdale & Co. es * dis 1,980 0 0 
J. & H. Gwynne, Ltd. a atk 2x $n 5,05 0 0 
Gwynne & Co. ee е» ee ee ee oes oe 3,527 0 0 
Pollock, Whyte & Waddel .. ә 825 МЕ s 8,202 0 0 
Sir Hiram Mexim Electrical Engineering Co. (Accepted) 8,197 2 0 
D. Stewart & Co. (1902), Ltd. a "E A e 2,772 0 0 
Tangyes, Ltd. oe ee ee oe ee ee 4,470 0 0 
John Wolstenholme & Son... - ee 8,562 10 0 


Acting on the recommendation of the consulting engineers, 
Messrs. Swinburne, Cooper & Baillie, the Council has accepted the 
tender of the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical Engineering Co. 


Falkirk.—The Parish Council has accepted the offer of 

Messrs. Thomson & Co., of Falkirk, to fit up the new poor house for 
electric lighting, with 450 lights at £390 (including special fittings). 
Some of the other tenders were aa follows :—Laurie & Co, Falkirk, 
£450, with £34 5s. for special fittings; Wallace & Connel, Falkirk, 
£559 13s, with £36 10s. for special fittings; C. Hamilton, Ltd., 
Glasgow, £546, with £35 for special fittings; Still & Co., Glasgow, 
4605, with £40 128. for special fittings; Milne & Sons, Edinburgh, 
£630 7&, with £34 5s. for special fittings; James Gray & Sone, 
Edinburgh, £759 28. 6d., including fittings; Anderson & Muir, 
Edinburgh, £741 10&, with £48 10s. for special fittings. 


Liverpool.—The City Council has accepted the tender of 
the Wheeler Condenser and Engineering Co. for condensing plant 
required at the first section of the new generating station at Lister 
Drive, at £11,975. 


Metropolitan Asylums Board,—At the weekly meeting 
of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, held on Saturday, the following 
tenders were submitted for the wiring of the Children's Home at 
the Tooting Bec Asylum for electric lighting purposes:— 

Messrs. Buchanan & Curwen, 64, Victoria Street. T oo £398 


j Wenham & Waters, Ltd., Croydon «s i .. 407 
Mr. V. G. Middleton, Westminster, S. W. .. ee ee .. 448 
Messrs. Eastlakes, Ltd., Cowley Street, S. W . ja .. 40 

»" Drake & Gorham, 66, Victoria Street i .. 406 


„ Hayward, Tyler & Co., Whitecross Street, E. G. 509 
The tender of Messrs. Buchanan & Curwen was accepted. 


Poplar.— The E. L. Committee has accepted the tender 
of the International Electrical Engineering Co. for carbons for are 
lamps at tbe following prices: — Brand C. T. E., 18 mm., £2 14s. per 
1,000 ft., 12 mm., £1 3s., 16 mm., £2 38. 6d., 11 mm., £1 1s. 13 
tenders. The same Committee has accepted the tender of Mesars. 
H. Edie & Co. at £67 15s. 6d. for pipework to connect the hot 
wells with the chemical re-action filter. There were four tenders. 
The Committee has placed an order with the British Insulated 
Wire Co. for seven cable drums. 


Twickenham.—4An order has been placed with Messrs, 
Pritchetts & Gold, Ltd., of Feltham, for a storage battery for the 
Twickenbam & Teddington Electric Supply Co.'s sub-station at 
Teddington ; there will be 260 cells of 750 ampere-hours capacity. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, September 14th.—At 8 p.m. Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers. Paper by Mr. Stephen H. Terry on Auxiliary 
Pumping Machinery and Suggested Improvements.” 

Saturday, September 19th.-— At 3 p.m. Civil and Mechanical Engi- 
neers’ Society. Visit to the generating station of the 
L.O.C. South London Tramways at Tooting. 


ADDENDA TO ELECTRICITY WORKS L18TS. 


Dusiin.— Lamps connected, 35,000. Units sold, 766,924; ave. 
rice obtd., 5:27d. ; works costs, 2:66d.; total costs, 3 27d. 
e new three-phase plant will be opened on 15th inst. 


Lowpow (SHOREDITCH).—New works (Whiston Street) opened 
1902 :—4 B. & W. marine boilers; 2 Wallser d slipway 
vertical engines coupled to Westinghouse generators; total 
capacity, 1,600 xw. Max. load recorded (both stations), 
1,880 xw. Total capital outlay, £289,744. Pb. ltg., 
286 arc. Motors, 300 = 1,500 B. H. 7p. Price chgd., Itg. 5d. 
and 2d. (basements 4d.), pr. 2d. Unite sold, 3,040,964 ; 
ave. price obtd., 3 034d.; works costs, 207d.; total 
costs, J'O41d. N 


` glow lamp should be used in the comparison. 


NOTES. 


Electricity v. Gas.—The inventiveness of our friends 
the gas companies is only equalled by their unabashed persistence 
in defamation of the electric light and glorification of the incan- 
descent gas lamp—once so heartily detested by them, but now 
regarded as their only chance of salvation from extinction. The 
latest effusion emanates from Tottenham, and purports to show, 
with an engaging and delusive fairness, that electricity costs nearly 
six times as much as gas for lighting purposes. This result is 
arrived at as follows:—Gas costs 3s. per 1,000 ob. ft., and with 
* even ordinary incandescent burners and cheap mantles” gives 15 
candles percb. ft. per hour, or 1,665 candles for one hour for 4d. 
Electricity costs 4d. per unit, giving, at 34 watts per candle 
(observe the fairness !), 285 candles for one hour for 4d. ; and 1,665— 
285 =: nearly 6. Q.E.D. Renewals are taken as equal in both 
cases — the ''50-candle" (!) gas light being maintained by the 
company for 38. per annum, while in the same period three 16-0. p. 
or six 8-o.P. electric lamps will cost more than that sum for 
renewals.” 

It is, no doubt, somewhat superflous to point out the fallacies and 
the cunning omissions with which these statements are compiled ; 
the proof of the light is in the burning, and we are quite content 
to abide the verdict of the unbiassed user. But for the sake of 
those amongst us who ask why, in the face of these allegations, 
electric lighting thrives apace, let us look into them for a moment. 

eee the case of a dwelling house with eight rooms, fitted up as 
follows :— 


Dining room, 3 16-С.Р. electric, or 1 34 cb. ft. gas burner, 
Drawing room i " p 15 Р 
Kitchen, 1 16-c P., or 1 14 cb. ft. 

Scullery, 1 8-с.р., or 1 13 cb. ft. 

Four bedrooms, each 1 8-c.P,, cr 1 14 cb. ft. 

Two passages, each 1 8-C. P., or 1 14 cb. ft. 


These will be used, averaging all the year round, as follows :— 
Drawing room 
Dining room 
Kitchen, 4 hours per day. 
Scullery, say 2 hours per day. 
Bedrooms, say 4 hour per day. 
Passages, 4 hours per day. 


Taking 16-c.P. lamps to consume 60 watts each, and 8-с.р, to use 
334 watts, and not forgetting the bye-passes of the gas lamps, we 
have the fullowiog consumptions per day :— | 


one or other 4 hours per day. 


Watt-hours, B Cubic feet. 
Dra . dmm umer, Bye- pass. 
wing Т 
Dining room “ eec hag. 13 t 11 
Kitchen "T TS *. 240 6 + 5 
Scullery 2 0 - we 67 3 + 54 
Four bedrooms T 67 3 + 234 
Two passages éss .. 266 12 + 10 
— + 
1,360 37 + 55 
92 
Cost of energy per day 5 44d, 3 за 
Cost of renewals per day... ... 054. 1:04. 
Total cost per day... . . 5 94d. 4 3d. 


— — ee 


The renewals are estimated оп a life of 1.000 hours for 16-с.р. 
lamps and 500 hours for 8-С P. lamps at 200 volts; and 33. per 
annum per gas lamp. The ratio, it will be seen, far from 6 to 1, ig 
only 14 : 1. | 

Now, be it noted, using standard burners, and adopting the most 
suitable sizes in each case, the foregoing arrangements are the 
nearest equivalents that can be made, using incandescent mantles 
throughout, for the inability of the gas burner to be sub-divided so 
far as the electric lamp is no reason why an unnecessarily large 
In fact, while for 
large caudle-powers the gas lamp has the advantage, the possibility 
of sub-division appertaining to the glow lamp renders it unequalled 
for smaller powers. In the foregoing comparison no account is 
taken of the blackening of ceilings by gas, which may be taken to 
cost 18. per annum per room multiplied by the average number of 
hours’ use per day, or ‘6d. on the basis assumed above ; nor of the 
injury to paintings, decorations, books, &c., and to the health of the 
residents due to the noxious products of the gas burners. 

Lastly, the price charged for the electrical energy is too high, on 
the assumed basis; for, taking the maximum demand rate at 7d. 
and 2d., and assuming that the maximum demand is 400 watts, the 
price would be 33d. At 8d. and 1d., the price would be 3d., bringing 
the total cost down practically to equality with gas, and this is 
frequently the case in practice; consumers are often charged less 
than 3d. per unit. 

These periodical outbursts on the part of the gas people do them 
no credit; but, fortunately, they do little harm to the electricity 
suppliers, as consumers have been so long accustomed in the past 
to gas meters and their audacious declarations, that they attach 
little importance to the allegations of the gas makers. 


Calculator Board.—The article that appeared in our 
issue of August 28th, describing this ingenious board, omitted to 
give the name of the makers. In reply to many queries which have 
reached us, we may mention that all communications should be sent 
to Messrs. W. Watson & Bons, of 313, High Holborn, W. O. 
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Australian Federation Patent — Bill.—We have 
received the following letter : 

" A Bill for an Act relating to patents for inventions was intro- 
duced into the Australian Senate, and received its first reading 
on June 26th. Through the courtesy of an Australian member of 
Parliament we have received an advance copy. This Bill should 
receive the attention of those of your readers who are interested in 
Australian patents. 

“The subject of a single patent to cover the whole Australian 
Commonwealth has been one of lively interest ever since the Com- 
monwealth became an accomplished fact, and we think thie, the 
frst step in thia direction, of suffitient importance to warrant us in 
drawing the attention of your readers thereto. The Bill follows in 
general the British Act, while modifications are numerous and 
important. The principal provisions may be summed up as 
follows :— | 

" Patents to be granted for 14 years to cover the six States com- 
pris'ag the Commonwealth. Examination as to novelty is to be 
made to a limited extent. Actual working of the invention within 
the Commonwealth must be begun within five years, and must be 
continuous thereafter. Patent attorneys must be registered. Appli- 
cations for patents may be filed by the inventor or his assignee, by 
representative of deceased inventor or assignee, or by & communi- 
catee. Additional patents are provided for at half fees. Compul- 
sory licenses are provided for. Existing State or Colonial patents 
remain without change in their scope. 

" An important and valuable feature is found in Art. 57, according 
to whicha patent is valid as to all good claims, notwithstanding it may 
contain one or more invalid claims. The working requirements 
cannot fail to appear to an Englishman to be a retrogade step, and 
it is to be hoped that those requirements will be eliminated. 

* The cost of a patent under this new Bill to cover the tix States 
comprising the 'ommonwealth will be about one-sixth the cost of 
taking out patents at the present time to cover the same area. There 
is, however, a fee of £8 payable before the actual issue of the patent, 
and a renewal fee of £5 before the expiration of the seventh year 
If enacted this session of Parliament the Act may take effect as 
early as next January, but it is more probable that it will not come 
into force earlier than in January, 1905. 

“W, P. Тномрвон & Co. 

* Patent Office, 6, Lord Street, Liverpool. 

“ September 7th, 1903.” 


Automobile Trials —ТЬс Trials Organisation Com- 
mittee of the Automobile Club have now made public the list of 
entries for their fifth annual reliability trials (1,00) miles). There 
is a totalof 76 British cars, compared with 41 in 1902; the increase 
of foreign cars being from 43 to only 59 Thus it will be seen 
that the British increase is 85 per cent., while that of the foreign 
entries is only 37 per cent. Unfortunately, this cannot be taken as 
a guide to the prosperity of tbe English industry to the detriment 
of that on the Continent, but it rather inuvicates that the enormous 
French and German output is being more nearly absorbed by home 
oemands, There is а net increase of 16 in the number of British 
firms in the list of competitors. Out of а total of 140 entries, only 
10 are steam cars. There are no electric cars taking part in the 
trials. 


Tramway Competition and Reduced Railway 
Receipts.—An example of the way in which the linking up of 
Lancashire towns by means of electric tramways is affecting rail- 
way passenger traffic has been afforded by the Oldham, Ashton- 
under-Lyne and Quide Bridge R«ilway Co., whose half-yearly 
mectirg was held recently in Manchester. A falling off of £1,000 
in the item of passenger and parcel traffic was reported. The chair- 
manu, Mr. Ed. Chapman, M.P., attributed it mainly to the detri- 
mental effect of tramway competition. Ia third-class passengers 
alone a diminution was shown of 71,000 in the half-year. The 
shareholders, he said, might rely upon their doing everything that 
was possible to counteract this competition; at the eame time it 
was disagreeable to бга that while traffic was suffering so seriously, 
rates and taxes were advancing. 


A Five Pound Note Ton Much.—The Bethnal Green 
Guardians wanted to increase the salary of their electrical evgineer, 
Mr Broadley, fre m £110 to £130, aud thence by annual increments 
of £10 to а maximum of £160 per annum, but the L cal 
Gover: ment Board, which is sometimes very attentive to matters 
of small importance, could not possibly see its way to permit anyth ng 
во 'niquitous. It wrete to tbe Guardians saying that “as Mr. 
Frcadley is also provided with rations, the proposed increase in his 
salary would involve а charge upon tbe Metropolitan Common 
Poor Fund in respect of his remuneration considerably in excess of 
the maximum allowed in respect of any simular officer elsewhere. 
líaving regard to this fact, the Гоага would not feel justified in 
a-senting to the Guardians’ proporal, but with a view to meeting as 
far as possible their wishes in the matter, the Board is willing to 
approve of the increase of Mr. Broaaley’s salary to £125 per 
annum." 


Appointments Vacant.—An assistant in the electrical 
eng neering department at the Central Technical College, Exhibi- 
tion Road (£150) ; assistant for the Croydon Mains Department 
(£100) ; switchboard attendant for Aston Manor; juuior assistant 
engineer for Watford Electricity Works; teacher in electrical 
engineering for the South-Western Polytechnic. See our advertise- 
ment columns to-day. 


Obituary.—The death is announced. at Croydon, as the 
result of an apoplectic seizure, of Mr. R J Hinton, who was, until 


last year, vice-chairman of the Electricity Committee of the Croydon 
County Council. 


Newport Exceeds its Trading Powers.—The fol- 
lowing interesting piece of news was published by the /Vestern Mail 
on September 4th :—' It seems as though the Corporation of New- 
port has been pulled up pretty sharply in the matter of a bit of 
municipal trading. At a meeting of the Electricity Committee, a 
letter was read from Messrs. Turner & Co., solicitors, of London, 
stating that it had been brought to their notice that the Corpora- 
tion were selling and supplying electric motors, and that it ie ultra 
vires for the Corporation to do so without authority. Inthe absence 
of the Corporation having any Parliamentary powers to trade they 
(the solicitors) were instructed to take steps to prevent the continu- 
ance of such practice, unless there was an assurance from the Cor- 
poration that they will abstain from eo trading in the future. The 
Corporation decided to reply tbat it was not the intention of the 
Corporation to continue the supply of motors." 


In re Ferranti, Ltd., Manchester.—Mr. Tate was 
appointed receiver on behalf of Parr's Bank in re Ferranti, Ltd., 
and on Wednesday, before Mr. Justice Walton, sitting as Va ation 
Judge in the High Court of Justice, Mr. Bramwell Davie, K.O., 
applied on behalf of the trustee, Mr. Jones, and Parr's Bank, Ltd., 
who hold second debentures to the extent of £34,007, that a Mr. 
Whittaker mixht be joined with Mr. Tute as receiver-manager of 
the company. The company, he said carried on a very large elec- 
trical business in Manchester, and it was absolutely necessary that some 
person on the spot should be appointed to manage and carry on the 
business. Mr. Tate, the present receiver aud manager, was resident in 
London. He had nothing to say against him, but it was thought 
that somebody should be associated with him, hke Mr. Whittaker, 
who was on the spot. Mr. Vernon, for the company, said he did 
not raise any objection, and there was, of course, no reflection on 
Mr. Tate. Mr. Bramwell Davis: Not the slightest Counsel 
mentioned that leave had been given to borrow £20,010, of 
which £2,000 was to be applied at once for wages, &c. That had 
been done, and a further £2,000 would be required on Wednesday 
next. It was agreed that that sum should be paid as requested 
out of the remaining £18,000, subject to the supervision of the 
Court, and the appointment of Mr. Whittaker as additional 
receiver and manager at Manchester was sanctioned. Order 
accordingly. We b-lieve that it is the hope of the directors that 
creditors will eventually be paid in full. 


The Edison Battery.—In a recent interview with the 
New York Times Mr. Edison is reported as saying tbat one of his 
batteries hud been in operation for three weeks in one of Altman's 
delivery wag me, aud was doing all that he expected and claimed 
for it. The paper referred to says that the official test made of the 
new battery in the delivery wagon at Altman’s showed that the old 
lead battery weighed 1,260 lbs. and had a maximum of 25 miles, 
while the Edison battery which replaced it we'ghed 650 lbs. and 
drove the wagon 36:8 miles. Besides this, the old battery occupied 
128 cb. ft., while tne Edison took up only 8:5 cb. ft. 


Personal.— Mr. John A. Smeeton, A. M. IL Mech. E. (of 
Arthur Koppel) was to be married to Miss Grace Osborne, at 
St. Clement's Church, Ilford, yesterday. 


Strike at Neasden Power Station.—The men employed 
by the British. Westinghouse Co. on the new electric generating 
station at N«asden, now in course of construction for the Metro- 
politan Railway, went out on strike on Monday morning. The 
Westinghouse Co. states that the men appealed for higher wages, 
and this being refused, all the employés, who number over 300, 
struck work. The men allege that since the commencement of the 
work, their manager has used the American system of driving. 
Their special grievauce ie, they aver, tbat unless they are at their 
places on the scaffold at the moment the ho ter sounds, and 
continue to work right up to the last minute, they are dismissed. 
The strike collapsed in tne course of a few days. 


A Question of Brakes.—Under this heading our 
esteemed contemporary, Electrical Investinents, reports the recent 
inquiry into the tramcar accident at Hau-gate. One would expect 
a journal so closely identified with electric traction interests to know 
something about the subj-ct ; yet our contemporary says: “Owing 
to the trolley being off the wire the electric brake did not act,” 
and goes on to remark that “The electric brake is wonderfully 
effective while the motormau has electric power at his command, 
but any accident to the trolley may, as this accident illustrates, 
render it inoperative.” It would be a poor sort of electric brake 
that depended upon the trolley being in place! 


British Association at Southport.—Prof. Dewar, the 
retiring president, announced on Wednesday that the Council re- 
commended the acceptance of the invitation to hold the 1905 
meeting in South Africa. A decision will be given to-day. Next 
year’ president will be Mr. Balfour, the Prime Minister, and the 
meeting will be at Cambridge. The day's proceedings were con- 
fined to the delivery of his presidential address by Sir Norman 
Lock yer, and a meeting of the General Committee, 


CHEM 
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THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tux following appointments have been made in connectiun with 
the Bexley Council's Electricity Undertaking:—Mr H Knorr as 
senior charge engineer; Mr. J. D. Laws as junior charge engiueer. 

Mr. 8. F. SurrB, of Taunton, and Mr. Івівн, of Weymouth, have 
been appointed as assistant engineers at the Portsmouth Corpora- 
tion electricity works. 

On September 3rd Mr. Е. M. Ho..inaswortn, Corporation 
electrical engineer at St. Helens, was married to Miss E. H. 
Bpringfellow at the Church of Our Lady, Portico, near St. Helens. 
The numerous presente included a silver tea and coffee service from 
the Corporation electricity staff. 

A very pleasant ceremony took place last Saturday evening at 
Llanarth Street Electricity Works of the Newport Corporation, 
when Mr. A. H. FELTON was the recipient of a handsome marb'e 
clock presented to him by the staff of the electricity department, 
on the occasion of his marriage. Mr. H.. Collinge Bishop, borough 
electrical engineer and tramways manager, made the presentation. 

The Barnsley T.C. has accepted the resignation of, Mr. Basrow, 
resident electrical engineer, with regret, and has appointed Mr. 
BARKER, assistant engineer, to succeed him at £225 per annum, rising 
to £250 next year. 

Mr. STOREY, the electrical engineer at Torquay, it appears, had an 
offer from Messrs. Davis & Soper, of London, on behalf of the Port 
Elizabeth municipality, but his Committee asa matter of urgency 
recommended the T.O. to increase his salary forthwith from £300 to 
£350. Mr. Storey has given the Torquay Committee an under- 
taking that he will not apply for farther increase of salary within a 
year or two. 

Mr. W. B. Моорносве, A.M I.Mech E., A.M I. E. E., bas resigned 
thé position of resident engineer to the Newcastle Electric Supply 
Co. to take up that of chief resident engineer to the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co. The Yorkshire Co. has an area of supply of 
1,800 square miles, covering one of the busiest manufacturing parts 
of England. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electro-Post Railway Co., Ltd. (78,489).—This company was 
registered on September 40h, with a capital of £100 іп £1 shares, to construct, 
repair, maintain and operate installations, cables, wires and other works of 
every kind for the generation, supply, distribution and employment of eleo- 
Fuere ог motive power, lighting, heating or other purpose, to manufacture and 
deal in engines, motors, machinery, rolling stock and materials for use in oon- 
nection therewith, Ko. The first subscribers (each with one share) are :— 
8. H. Penwarden, 13, Comely Road, Walthamstow, clerk; W. G. Yeoman, 28, 
Muschamp Road, East Dulwich, clerk; G. E. Sanders, Bloomtield Lodge, Lark- 
field ; Richmond, Surrey, clerk; W. H. Walford, 84, Worley Road. Leyton- 
stone, clerk ; E. R. Church, 4, Kepley Road, Clapham, 8.W., cierk ; T. Winter, 
8, Montem Road, Forest Hill, S. E., secretary ; and F. J. Stewart, 29, Ashchurch 
Grove, W., clerk. No initial public issue. Table A“ mainly applies. In the 
event of all the shares not being subscribed by December 81st, 1903, the company 
is to be dissolved. 


Aérozone, Ltd. (78,472).— This company was registered on 
September 2nd, with a capital of £12,000 in £1 shares, to acquire from J. 
Harris letters patent granted for Great Britain, Ireland, and Isle of Man, 
No. 17,806 of 1901; for France No. 320.661 of 1902; and for Belgium No. 162,872 
of 1902, relating to improvementa in the purification of air, and to carry on the 
business of an electric company, or purifiers of air, electricians, mechanical, 
electrical and ventilating engineers, manufacturers and suppliers of ozone, 
and electricity for light, heat, motive power, or otherwise. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are:—W. L. Grimwade, 18, Foxham Road, Holloway, 
merchant; A. E. Sherman, 8, Tredegar Square, Bow, electrician; С. E. В. 
Kilner, 4, 6 and 6, Gt, 8t. Helens, E.C., solicitor ; R. Burn, 50, Old Broad Street, 
E.C., engineer; R. Jones, 282, Bishopsgate Street Witnout, E.C., colonial 
broker; J. Abrahams, 47, Torrington Square, W.C., agent; and T. G. Mock wen, 

Union Court, E.C., chemical engineer. Minimum cash subscription, £4,000. 

he number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven; the 
first are J. Harrisand others to be appointed by the subsccibers; qualification 
(except J. Harris), £100; remuneration, £50 each per annum. 


British Electric Calibrated Fuse Co., Ltd. (78,488) —This 


company was registered on September 4w, with a capital of 28,00 in £1 
shares, to adopt a certain ementand to carry on the business of manu- 
facturers of, and dealers in, electric and other fuses and electric accessories 
and appliances, electricians, electric engineers and contractors, manufacturers 
of rubber aod rubber goods, &o. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
ere:—W. Macdonald, 118, Queen Victoria Street, E. C; G. E. Heyl.Dia, Birk 
Cragg. Stretton, Ches., engineer; O. N. Avent, Отаррепняі. Ches., gentieman; 
A. О Hoercher, 1, y es Road, Kensal Rise, W., clerk; A. G. Norri-, 144, 
Minard Кога, Catford, 8.E., clerk ; D. B. Macbride, 118, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C., engineer ; and W. S. Rouse, Rayleigh Rectory, Essex, tutor. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more 
than five; the first are G. E. Heyl-Dia and W. Macdonald (both permanent); 
qualification, 50 shares. 


Glasgow Electric Crane and Hoist Co., Ltd. (5.440) —This 
company was registered on September 4th, with & capital of £100,000 in 
#10 shares, to acquire the patents and patent rights for Great Britain and 
Ireland, granted to the Benrather Maschinenfabrik Actien Gesellschaft, and the 
exclusive right for a period of 10 years to sell in Germany machinery in accord- 
anc - with those patents, and to carry on in the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
elsewhere the business of makers of and dealers in electric and hydraulic cranes, 
hoists, lifts, and all kinds of lifting and conveying machinery, general and 


mechanical engi"eers, iron and brass founders, boiler makers, builders, · 


„ters, &. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—\V. Beardmore, 
ead Forge, Glasgow, steel manufacturer; J. R. Johnston, 160, West 
George Street, Glasgow, writer; J. B. Johnston, 160, West George Street, 
Glasgow, clerk ; J. Andrews, 160, We-t George Htreet, Glasgow, writer; F. W. 
Harvey, 160, West George Street, Glasgow, writer; A. M. Mitchell, 160, West 
George Street, Glasgow, writer; and F. Murray, 160, West George S.reet, 
Glasgow, clerk. Tne number of directors is not to be less than four nor more 
than nine; the first are W. Beardmore, D. Vickers, A. D. Williamson, and J. 
; qualification, £1,000; remuneration as fixed by the company. 
Registered office, Parkhead Forge, Glasgow, 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Woking Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (46.175). —1a«e on July 
Bist of £200 debentures, part of -eries created November 2nd, 1899, to secure 
£25,000, peel Гр on the company's uud.rtakiny and property, present a'd 
future, inciuding uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same 
series: £22,850. 


Frank Suter & Co., Ltd., electrical engineers, London 
(57,193). —A memorandum of satisfaction to the extent of £1,000 of debentures 
dated April 18th, 1901, securing £7,000, has been filed. 


Royce, Ltd., electrical engineers, Manchester (63, 37 1).— Iseue 
on Aug ist 17th of 45, 600 debentures, part of series created May 27th, 1908, to 
secure £25,000, chargea on the company s undertaking and property, present 
and future, except u called capital. rustees: Law Guaran-ee and Trust 
1 Ltd., 49, Chancery Lane, W. C. Previously issued of same series: 

17,100. : 


T. C. Welding & Co., Ltd. electrical fittinga manufacturers, 
Liverpool (70,809). —Issue, on August 22nd. of £1,200 third mortgage debentures, 
part of series created July 9th, 1903, to secure £1,500, charged on the compa: y's 
undertaking and property, present and future, inoluding uncalled and unpaid 
capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same series: £800. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles & Co., Ltd., electricians, London 
(67,184).—Issue,on August 14th, of £500 dehe tures, part of series created by 
resolutions of December 8rd, 1901, and Febrnary 7th, 1902, to secure £6,500, 
charges on the real and personal p'operty of the company, present and future, 
except uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously 129000 of same series: 


5675. 


Langdon-Davies Motor Co., Ltd. (55.830). —Таапе, on August 
18th, of 21.500 debentures, part of neries created October 15th, 1909, to secure 
£6,000, charged on the company's . property. present and future, 
28500. uncalled capital. No trustees. viously issued of same series: 


George Bray & Co., Ltd., electrical engineers Leeds (76.185). — 
A trust deed, dated August 27th, 1908, to secure £40,000 debenture stock, created 
February 25th, 1903, h«s been re«istered. Property charged: Freehold pro- 
perty known as Bagley Works, Leeds; certain i» ventions and patente and the 
company's other assets, present and future. including ancalled capital. Trustees: 
G. Bray, Belmont, Headingley, Leeds; and J. W. Close, Greek Btreet, Leeds. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


WE give this week an analysis of the returns 


Burnley of the Burnley Tramways. The routes are 
Corporation nearly all reconstructed steam lines, which were 
Tramways. originally worked by the Burnley and District 


Tramways Co., and in the case of those portions 
lying in the Urban Districts of Brierfield and Padiham, the parish 
of Reedley Hallows, and the Nelson Corporation's area, are worked 
on а lease. Tbe maximum gradient is 1 in 17. 

Energy is obtained from the Corporation lighting station, and 
from the Nelson Corporation electricity works, at prices of 1jd. and 
2d. per unit respectively. 

The tramways manager is Mr. H. Mosley, and the engineers 
responsible for the electrical equipments at Burnley and Nelson are 
Messrs. R. Birkett and A. Fraser, respectively. 


л — —— — 


Period covered by returns 12 months | 13 months 


Date ending ... ds ... | March 31st, 1903 March 3186, 1902 
» of opening zs .. | December, 1901, to March, 1902 
Length of route T .. | 7miles Authorised, 11 miles 


Total length of track ... ... | 14 miles. Authorised, 20 miles 
Car-miles run psi 907 697.785 305,176 
Passeugers carried per annum 6,131,050 3.04 845 
Capital expenditure to date ... £106,450 £104,554 
'l'rattic receipts... eee dis £ 6,515 £18 01 
Working expenses. TT £25,035 £11,902 
Gross profit wi p £11,480 £4,699 
Income per car-mile ... T 12 52d | 14 38d. 
Working expenses per car-mile 8 61d 9:63d. 
Interest aud sinking fund per 

car- mile г T 2:32d. -> 
Rental of leased tramways 64d. — 
Total expenses per car-mile... 11 57d —- 
Profit or loss per car-mile ... 95d. — 
Cost of energy per car- mile. 2:904. — 
Average fare per passenger ... 1:41d. 1:424. 
Revenue per mile of route £5,216 — 
Expenditure per mile of route £3,576 -— 
Number of units used— 

Burnley section Us 891,693 151,445 

Nelson section $us és 176,847 2,493 

Total. T i» 1,068, :40 153 938 

Units per car-mile .. dd 153 154 


— — PE 
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The change over to electrio traction has been marked as usual 
by a decrease in the proportion of expenses to receipts, from 
73 per cent. to 68:5 per cent. Last year two-thirds of the working 
expenses were debited to steam haulage. The mileage and 
passengers carried have more than doubled, and the profit shows 
140 per cent. increase on last year's amount. 


ANALYSIS OF WORKING EXPENSES. 


eee — 


For year ending March 31st, 1903. | Gress. | Per car-mile. 
| 
Traffic wages... des jus £8,102 | 2 780. 
Electrical energy nés eco 8,432 2:90d. 
Management ... T" - 1,137 | 39d. 
Depót expenses 1,833 | 47d. 


General expenses including tickets, 
law, insurance, compensation, and 
general establishment wee 2% 914 36d. 


Rent, rates, and taxes 1.324 45d. 
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE. 
Track ... 2,081 1 03d. 
Overhead equipment including tele- 
phones PT T 243 08d. 
Buildings, plant, and machinery e 169 05d. 
Munn's Depót. (Part cost.) T 300 | 10d. 


* 


Total | £25,035 | 861d. 


| 
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The working expenses stand considerably higher than the 
average, the principal contributor being the item for energy. 
In common with other hilly routes, the units per car-mile 
are high, and in this case the purchase price (2d. per unit). helps to 
swell the cost per car-mile to nearly 3d. The income per car-mile 
is above the average, and enabled a gross profit of £11,480 to be 
earned, out of which interest on loans and sinking fund 
absorbed £6,721; rental of leased lincs, £1,867 (equivalent to 64d. 
per car-mile); sundries, £317; and the balance, £2,575, was credited 


to the reserve fund. 
PRoriT STATEMENT. 


Interest on loans. эз aay £3,383 
Sinking fund.. dus 3,338 

Rental of lines in `Райїһаш, Reedley Hallows, 
Brierfield, and Nelson ... i bis 1,867 
Sundry creditors xii е wat m T 317 
To reserve fund A — s w ids 2,575 
£11,480 


CITY NOTES. 


The Electric Railway & Tramway Carriage 
Works, Ltd. 


Tue directors’ report to be submitted to the meeting to be held at 
the oflices, Strand Road, Preston, on Thursday, September 24th, at 
12 noon, reads as follows :— 

“The directors herewith submit tbe balarce-sheet of the com- 
pany’s trading for the year ending June 30th, 1903. The works 
have been efliciently maintained as regards buildings and machi- 
nery, the cost of which has been charged against revenue. After 
paying debenture interest amounting to £2,500, and charging 

£5,096 38. 9d. for depreciation, the profit for the year is £16,594 
14s. 11d., to which must be added £2,832 3s. 8d. brought from last 
year, makicg a total of £19,426 188. 7d. The directors recommend 
that this amount be dealt with as follows :— 


To carry to general reserve fund £2,000 0 0 
To pay a dividend of & per cent., od income- ta | for the 
year ending June 30th, 1903 .. 12,000 0 0 


To carry forward to next year . » 6,426 18 7 


Total .. £19,426 18 7 


In accordance with the articles of association, two directors 
retire, viz., Mr. Richardson and Mr. Prestwich, and being eligible 
offer themselves for re-election.” 


— 


Stock Exchange Notice.— The Committee has appointed 
a special settling day as under: — Wednesday, September 16th— 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., 71,106 43 per cent. cumula- 
tive preference shares of £5 each, fully and partly paid, Nos. 1 to 
71,106; and has ordered same to be quoted in Official List. 


Prospectus,—The Weston-super-Mare and District Elec- 
tric Supply Co. is before the public until Monday next with an issue 
of £35,000 44 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock, and 34,930 
6 per cent. cumulative preference shares. The issue is made for the 

urpose of discharging the balance of liabilities on capital account 
8 £68,618), which includes £11,000 borrowed from the B. E. T. Co. 


remain on deposit at their bankers. 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

Business shows little indication of returning to the Stock 
Exchange, notwithstanding the close of the holiday season and the 
City tradition that September is the month in which trade shosld 
begin to revive. The long-continued flatness in Consols acts аќ. а 
wet blanket to all the investment departments, and the new 4 per 
cent. Bank Rate reconciles the public to allowing their money to 
Moreover, 'ít is far from 
certain whether the Rate will not have to be rait ed yet further, and 
the prospect of 5 per cent. is unpleasant to the Stock Exchange. 
The sections with which we have to deal display their wonted 
steadiness, and amongst weak markets round the House the 
strength of electrical securities stands out as a pleasant contrast, 
although this is the time of year when quctations should begin to 
move upwards. 


To issue a new undertaking at such a time as this is in itself a 
mark of high courage, and other promoters muet regard with mingled 
feelings the rew Weston-tuper-Mare and District Electric Supply 
Co., the application lists for which will close on Monday next, 
September 14th. The whole amount of the capital cffered has been 
underwritten by the British Electric Traction Co., bat the affair is 
such a small one that public interest is scarcely likely to be large. 
The share capital amounts to but £80,000, and of this £34,930 is 
offered in Preference shares, with about the same sum in Debenture 
stock. No market has been made in either issue up to the time of 
writing. 

City of London Ordinary and County Ordinary are hoth a trifle 
depressed, but Metropolitans maintain a steady tone, the award in the 
Sardinia St. Station case being rather relished by the market. The 
demand for Preference shares and Debentvre stocks in this section 
is unabated, and the supply of the best kinds diminishes daily. 
Metropolitan new Preference have been accorded a special settle- 
ment and official quotation: the actual price is 1 to § premium. 
Several of the low-priced properties have come into request. 
Blackheath and Greenwich are wanted, for instance, and vague 
rumours are in circulation with regard to this company and a 
Crystal Palace undertaking. Edison & Swan have found supporters 
in a timid way, the price being called about 2s. 6d. per ehare. It 
is long since a buyer appeared with a bid even of that value. 
Amongst the miscellaneous concerns, Electric Constructions are a 
little more active at 14. The high-priced supply shares continue 
in quiet request. 


Direct United States Telegraph shares have rallied 5s., but the 
Anglo-American group is motionless, and the only other change in 
the telegraph market is a fresh fall of 4 in West India and Panama 
First Preference shares. Globe Ordinary are also down to the 
same extent, a few sellers coming in on the eve of the settlement. 
Telephone verieties are almost equally motionless, a reccesion of a 
point in National 34 per cent. Debenture stock constituting the one 
alteration, although the Deferred and Preferred change hands fairly 
frequently at prices within the wide margins quoted by the Stock 
Exchange Official List. 


Electrical Railway Stocks are marking time. There was a better 
tone in City and South London, although this failed to hold, and 
the stock is 1 per cent. down. The Central London descriptions 
also seem somewhat inclined to weaken after the curious experience 
of a trainful of passengers last Tuesday night. The two older 
Undergrounds are moving in opposite directions, District stock 
being lower and Metropolitan slightly harder on the week; the last- 
named improvement is due to the attention bestowed upon the 
company in reference to thecoming electrification, which, itisthought, 
will prove its tangible advantages immediately the new system gets 
to work. Meanwhile, however, it should be noted that entire 
harmony does not reign between the two companies. 


British Westinghouse Ordinary shares are 7, and the Preference 
53. A private issue of 44 per cent. Debenture stock by the British 
Thomson-Houston Co. has recently been made, and the quotation is 
abcut 105. Fora well-secured Firat Mortgage Debenture this price 
does not seem expensive. British Electric Traction Preference 
slipped back ł on the inclusion of the new shares in the official 
quotation. Potteries Ordinary and Preference are both dull at 93, 
& movement that has been apparently overlooked by a sensational 
daily paper with & genius for springing fresh American surprises 
upon the various industries of this country. North Metropolitan 
Trams at 3 show a fall of 10s., and London United Debenture 
stock, after being marked down a point, was reinstated at 100. 
Cape Electrics have firmed up to 2}, and at 781 British Columbia 
Electric Railway Deferred is another 2 points higher. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing Basiness done 
Present or Dividends for the last otations otations week ended 
leue. NAME, Share, three years. 259.0 oT Oe Sept. 9th, 
1900. | 1901. | 1902. 
67,10 1 4 Debs. г ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —102 98 —108 
25,000 Amason Telegraph ph, % Мов. 1 to 96,000 И 8 ar 10 es ee 25— 8) = E 
119,7001 Do. do. _ 5 & Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,950 Red. ..| 100 га P 70 — 80 =o 
840 Anglo- Telegra • ee ee ee e 0 Stock 618. 60/6 41 — 50 41 — 
8,105,580 Do 48 do. 6 % Pret. ee ee e e " Btock 6 6% sis 90 — 92 Pon 
44000 Ch Tele on N 1.1 о 44.000 „ l sa | ex 42— i 42 — i 
i Sauer V боо $100 8 8 4 8d 150 —160 150 —160 
1,841,209 Do. a ° Sterlini 500 year 4 Deb. Btock Red. z% a 700 a e — — 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph " ee (x Dei ee ee 10 4496 4 96 64% 7 — 8 7 — 8 
6,000 Do. 10 % Pref, ee ee es ee ee ee ee 10 ee ee ae 1 — 84 1 — 17 
19,981 Direct B graph ae ae ГЕ) [E °з es ee 5 4 % 4 % 4 % 8 7 8 
29000 DS e 10 4 € Bebe раш, Pref. ee oe ee ee 5. a oe ee ee 9 —]01 % 97 — 101 % 
se | Bans Tara ec, nmin e | a, „ SH | Ж® | E | [а-и 
4,000,000 | Eastein Telegraph, Ord able, 44% Heg. D i i * ..|8tok | 7% | T% | 7% | 124 —129 124 —129 
1,965,565 Do. 84 Pref. e . 100 ee ee 105 —103 106 —iu8 
584,645 А 4% Mort. Deb. Stock Red “© .. | Stook s B i 
800,000 | Eastern Extension, / us and China Telegraph ve. ws | _ 10 71% | 190 | 7% 151 Bg M = 
20, 000 К Do. 4% Deb. Stock Stock ee ег ее 98 11 98 —101 
800,000 | Eastern & South African Tele., 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red 1900 | 100 m oe oe = 08 
80006000 | Do. do 4 % Reg Reg. Mort, Debe. (Mauritius Bub.) 1 to $08,000 | 95 y 9 .. | 100 —108 % | 100 —108 & 
180,227 Globe Telegraph and ee ee ee ee ee 10 5⁴ 5196 ыы 5 9 — sl 8 
180,049 Do. do. 6 | Pref. oe ee ee ee ee 10 019, Poe т 121— 1 12 1 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhagen 10 16% |159% | 124% 29 — 93 23 — 93 
62.5001 { Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 44 % 1st Mort. Debe, within мов.) 100 ы E zm 99 —102 99 —102 
: 1 to 1,200, Red 10 UNE: 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph e Ка M e 25 10% | 0% 10% — 89 — 
100,000: | London Platino-Brasilion Telegraph, 6 % Debe. e eo œ. | 100 .. .. 7 97 —101 xd | 97 —101 
1,988,883 | National Telephone, Pref. 8 d s us x we .. | 100 5 96 596 6 % 100 —102 100 —102 
1,966,667 Do. Def. f. Stock ee ee ee ee е ee 100 T 44 78 — 80 18 — 80 
15,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. lst Pref. .. .. .. .. .. 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
15,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. nd Pref. ee ee ees 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 13 — 14 
2,250,000 Do. do. 6 * Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 960,000 .. . 5 5 5 5 5 — 5 5 — 6 
0001 pe do. 84 % Deb. Stock Red. .. Stock | 84 8 84 96 — 98 96 — 97 
600,000 do. 4 Stock Red. ёе .. | 100 4 4 4 101 —108 101 —108 
171,604 баллы Telephone and Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, full эө ae 1 6 6 6 #— ol Ji 
100, 000 | Pacific and E Кагорека PEL, 4% Guar Debs., 1 to 1, e 4 1⁰⁰ es ee — —100 
11,889 Reuter's oe ee ee ee eo ee ee 8 5% 5% 9:6 64— 
8,808 Bubmarine Cablea Trust ee ee ee ee ee ee Cert, ee ee ee 116 —121 116 —121 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone Ww Б 7% | 17% | 7% 6 
000 Do. do. 5 $ Gum. Pret., Nos. 1 to 40,000 is b D T I 5] — 5 
179, 947 Do. do. ee Stock eo , ee ee 104 —107 104 00 
— Wen eee 1 to 1,500 guar. by Bras. B b. Tel. 100 ЗЯ "6 t 95 — 98 95 — 9e 
0 ca, u ee ee ee = — 
961,900 | Western „ . Lid., Nos. 1 to to 207,880 c e | 10 ]1%|1% | .. 12 — 123 1а — 14 
16,0083 Debs. S$nd series, 1906 ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 100 —108 100 —108 
400,000 DS 4 Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 100 oe ee oe 98 —101 98 —101 
68,921 Wees India and Panama Teisgrarh We! eet cia, жс ee Ай) 1% oe z = aj "ли a 
84,568 Do. do. do, X Cum. 1st Pret. ee ee 10 ee ee * Em 
4,009 Do. do. do, - Cum. 9nd Pref. us 10 T ee oe — 4 84— 
80,0003 Do. do. do. Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee 100 ee ee oe 98 — 101 98 —101 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
— 8 — 4 
90,000 окш Aluminium 7 95 Cum. Pref. ae vs è 10 5 - 8 4 Ks 
800,0001 do. b I Mort; Deb. Stock Red. oe ʻa Stock i ir i E 1315 $ 
100,000 Brida Electric on "A sè & 10 9% 9% 96 11{— 9 ni- 14 ul: i 
100,000 Do. о: 6 6 % Cum . Pref. ee е 10 ee 195 199 —1 
600,000: Do. Perpetual Debenture Btock s .. | Stock — 7 ; re 
10000 | 3m wo с; бю ee er. x : 15 % | 10 * | 10% 1 st 4 х oe 
60, Do. ; ANO Mort, Deb. Red.. : SOLO 10 vx | xa | oco 0 105 102°—106 . 
0.000 per Ren Lindley à Oo 6% fone se I б» . 14/8 to 1 ud vois н 2 
781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781 $ М 3 b Nil Nil е 
150000 Do. do. ' Non-cum. 6 Ф Pref. ИШИ 9 6 8% | 6% c E: Р А. 105 . 
8 Do. с g Dep. fo Dob Bk ee . роси ee ee ee 85 ni 90 X 85 an 90 ibi : 
ою nder'e do. 45 0^ 6 Со Sen Piel. uos б * ЕТ Ж, " 
. do do. 44 % 1n an Dab Stock Red. Stock | .. ‘a | gy | 16—10 106 —110 10 Ta 
1,860,014 Central London Railway, Ord. 8 ee ee ee ee e Stock ee : 4 ф 100 _108 100 —108 101 
s D? до: ер в. ee ee ee e еч Е 4 4 $ 101 —104 101 —104 101 N 
9 » е ee ee ee ee е 
390,000 Ci: ant Boot Lose ун. ee ee ee ee ее ee Stock lj 3 81 59 — 61 59 — 
168008 . s 8 800 7% 5 % 2— 94 2— 22 ae 
Do. uo Mort. Reg. Debs., 1 to 900 of £100, and zi Е Е 101 —104 100 —104 1014 
a on & Swan United 92, Tight „ 28 paid, 1 to 99,961 % Nil 0 0— 
wan eo, " : ee = ee ee 
12.150 Do. do. uo ze shares, 01—017,180 ee ? ee 5 ae Nil ee 4— 15 att 15 ee ee 
0283 Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock 100 ee ee ee ncs 75 — 80 ee ee 
100,000: Do. do. 5 B. BOOK Prov. Certa. ‘all pd. 100 T we vs 5 cm ° 12 $e ow 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,1 ais s vs 3 6% 6% 6 96 13 I $i ee 
81,890 Do. do. 7% Cum. Pref., 1 60 81 oe a 3 a 2d oe * 98 —101 ee zm 
82 500i Do. do. 4 Perp. 1st Mort. De Book | ее ee Stock ee ee ег 98 — 10 10 ү ee 
200.000 Dora Blectrio Co. e Mot Deb: )))) NS Eae 091—100 E 
Mo ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
86,0000 | Henley's (W. T. $ Tairi. orks, Ord. .. .. 6: was e 5 x % | 0% 20 % 11— 14 3 rA и x » =: 
4.056 Bo. do: 4 on Deb: йы. С “ашк staan Ieee d 107 111 xà | 107 —111 xd Sc 
j 5 : A 184— 193 25 E 
50,000 | Indis-Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Works 10 10% |10% 10 184 10 05 
800,000: Do. do. do. 4% 18 Mort. Deb. 100 ee ee ег 100 —108 5 — ee ee 
10:000 е5 Yan Prei іо рај l1 ПО 333 101 — T 103 — 164 i = 
150,000 Fe Ма ana * Deb. Bds., N à EN E i» ue |115 * ЖУ —105 100 —109 : x 
) А r 08. ee ee es TS ec ee 
540,000 Waterloo Ki Rellway, nd. Stock о; ee ee oe ee 100 8 % 8 % 8496 96 -- 98 95— 98 ee — 
+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange: к: Unless otherwise stated all shares & are fully peid. 2 q From Manchester Share Lis». 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Rational Dede Free Wiring, 2—0. | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Blectrio (410 ра. женси 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent. ‘September 3rd, 1603), 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Presen Stock Closing Closing Basiness done 
шпа ' NAMB, or d for the Quotations Quotations week ended 
: Bhare. years. Bept. 2nd. Sept. 9tb. Sept. 9th, 1908, 
t 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest. Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electrio Light, Ord.. ae 1 MN К РЕ — 4 z e 
100,000 Do. 4496 1st Deb. Btock, Prov. Certs. s 100 nS 118 —121 118 —121 T 
: * 90,000 | Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 20, 000 5 6 8 96 8 96 1 11 1 11 
a . 20,000 do. 1% Cam. Prell. 5 5 1 p. 1 [ 1054 
- 60,000 Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply T b 9% |109$ 10 — 9 — 10 
д 70,000 do. Cum. Pref. ee 5 е ee 44— 6 i 6 
« F 40,000 Do. do. “ ГУ Undertaking " 44% Cum. Pref. F 6 * А 2% b 5 14 
: ч уг T coe " шо: i . Deb. Stock Red. .. es "m us 0 x ix 104 dir 104 mar A 
l П e a ec city Upply, kÉ ee ee oe ee 4 4 51— 5i pt 
' + 150,000 do. "ot 96 Deb. k Red. РЕ .. | Stock я: ® a 108 —111 108 —111 110 1094 
- 90,696 | City of London rur Lighting, On 40 ,001—110,506 ` bs - 10 0% 5 96 5% 101— 11} 104— 11 104 10i 
П е 40,000 Do. Cum. Pref., 1 to 40, 000 ee 10 6 % oe ee 13 — 14 18 — 14 ee ae 
9 400,000 Do. x: Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid .. ee ee ee ee oe 122 —127 129 —191 ee oe 
- 800,000 Do. 2nd Deb. Stock, rov. Certs., all paid 100 an es RE 102 —10⁵ 102 —106 га - 
ð 40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4 96 4 96 4 96 8 — 9 xd 7à— - 
90,000 Do. do. do. 6 96 Pref., 40, 001—60, 000. - 10 us d aH 114— 124xd 11$— 

400,0003 Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. (al paid) Red vs - E ds 109 —112 109 —113 ХА ds 
50,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares я s 6 1% 17% 17% ;- 7 ^ 7 67 d 
80,000 n dc. 6 96 Cum. Pref. . ee ee ee ee ee € — 61 e i 64 nt 

000 usi De ae 15 TS 43% ae Mort. Deb. Stock is 100 1 4 e m 101 =n 170 =, 107 

à gton an nights ge Electric, ч ЧА 5 10 10 04— 11 04— ix 
90,000 do. do. 4% Debenture Stock ee Stock ee ee oe 108 —106 108 —106 

110,000 | London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, Ord x 8 we - S 2 — 2 — . 

49,840 m. о. до. 6 % Pret. e 6 ee ee oe 54— 6 ха 54— 6 oe 

500 м о Elec Ac. — do 4 90 lst Mort. Deb. Stock Red irm 63, ei TERM 10 18g мома in 

; etropo tan tris Supply, 1 to 5% 24 4 

220,0001 Do. do. 3275 lat Mort. Deb. Stock ‘te es - s a. Ü 108 —112 108 —112 109 

950,000/ D do. 96 Mort. Deb. Btock ич T .. | Stock T »s ee 97 —100 97 —100 ae 
10,852 | Notting Hill Ele-trio Lighting Ss è 83 s 10 7 6 6 18 — 14 13 — 14 7. 

40,000 -St. James’ and Full Mall Electric Light, Ord. К os Б 14305 14$ 144 154— 164 ‚ 153— 164 85 
20,000 Do. do. do о. Pref. 90, 081 to 40,080 b ee ee ee 8 — 9 8 = 9 ee 

150,0001 Do. do. *“ do. у Deb. Stock Red .. 100 A 98 —101 98 —101 : 
19,000 Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord. vs s ге " б 7 — — 3 . 

65,000 | South London 'Buppiy, бе. Supply, Ord. .. Se 22 ae we 6 ee zt 13% — 4 — 4 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, oe ee ee ee ee 6 oe . 5 ке b d 
80,000 Do. 5%, саш. Pref, ee ee ee ee ee 6 ee b — 5 b тт 

110,000 | Westminster Hlectrig Supply, Ота M we а T sa 5 103% | 108% | 19 96 18 — 14 13 — 14 13411 = 13,4 
98,141 Do. do. 5% Cum. Pref. ee oe ee ee b oe 6 — 64 6 — 64 ee 

* Bubject to Founders Shares. | t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, September 9th. 
' Week's 
CHEMICALS. &о. EE LL So METALS, &o. (continued). Pu. d ra o De 
а Acid, ишене ee ae per cwt. 5j- eo 9 Copper Sheet ee ee ec per ton £75 ae 
а 97 Nitrio ee ee ee per cwt. N /- ee 9 9 ее рег ton #15 
2 57 Oxalic.. zi o" S рег cwt.. 82 / as e M (Electrolytic) Bars .. per ton £66 45 
а „, Sulphuric ex T .. рег cwt. 5/6 we 6 14 " .. per ton £76 T 
a Ammoniac, Sal .. рег cwt. 42/- - e » ji Rod .. per ton £68 T 
а Ammonia, uriate (crystal) .. per ton £83 10 ae e Е " Н.С. Wire per lb. 8d. . 
a .. per ton £30 " f Ebonite Rod ex d .. per lb. . 3/8 
a Bleaching powder .. me .. per ton #4 10 " f 3 Sheet as .. per lb. 8/- oe 
а Bisulphide of Carbon s .. per ton #15 " n German Silver Wire vs .. per lb. 16 Y 
а Borax.. vs as as .. рег ton £18 Ж? А Gutta-percha fine . ae .. per lb. 8/- Em 
а Bensole (90 %) d» Er .. per gal. 77 ез hk India-rubber, Para fine . а .. per lb. 4,3 to 4,44 inc. 
a - ( o) .. ns .. per gal. 5/6 - 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 .. 
а Copper Sulphate 955 .. per ton 420 s „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) рег ton 46/11 id. inc. 
а Тем, Nitrate xs .. per ton RUN эө 4 , Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 vs 
a „ White Sugar оњ . рег ton £81 ši 4 , Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- “ 
а ud пееле. ee s .. рег ton ir s $ , Wiro, galvanised No. 8 . . per ton E 5 és 
e Methyla pirit . per gal. <a 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% at 160° C). Per gal. 5/6 zs g Lead, English nii e£ per ton 211 126 ыш 
а Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. © 9 "T . per ton £18 
@ „ Caustic (15/80%). . .. per ton £94 - m Manganin Wire No. 28.  .. perib. 8/- e 
а Bisulphate e. рег ton £85 us g Mercury per bot. £8 76 2/6 dec. 
« Shellac e. per ewt. 157% $ d Mica (in original cases) small .. per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 = 
a Sulphate of Magnesia . .. рег ton £4 10 Р ji M „ medium per lb. 2/6 to 3,9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed кти: .. per ton £6 10 m d „ .. per lb. 4/ to 7/9 .. 
а Deen per ton £510 - ee p Phosphor Bronze, ed салин» per lb. 1/- to 1/94 T 
a Lum .. рег ton £5 ШЕ? р „ rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 T 
a Boda. Caustio o (white 7109) .. рег ton £10 15 oe р » trip & sheet per lb. From 1/3 ee 
a » ee ee per ton £8 ee o Platinum • ee ee per 08. 24 ее 
а y» е А ‘casks... ee per lb. 244. “> p Silicium Bronse Wire a per lb. 10d. to 1/- кв 
Stec l, Magnet, acc'd'g todeso’ p'n per ton 258 T 
METALS. &o. $ M" 97 in bars ee oe ee se 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lota .. per ton £180 g Tin; Blocks. ces. oe. +5 рег Юп £196 } ine. 
" Wire, in ton lots .. perton £168 T А „ Foil .. per lb. 1/6 T 
Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton £166 s » Wire, Nos. 1 to 16. per lb. 177 T 
P Babbitt’s metal ingots . per ton £48 to £146 x p » White Anti-friction Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12) basis per ìb. 7d. x „% White Ant” brand .. per ton £42 to £65 ёа 
e ,, Tube (brazed) gs .. рег lb. ee j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on ар'1в per lb. 8d. бе 
6 99 $9 (solid drawn). е ee per lb, 7 ee j 98 6 lea . Flax. ee per 1b. * ee 
e€ „ Wire, basis.. Vis .. per lb. 74d. m | nn 8 Dis 10 lbs. Russian .. per lb. 444. T 
е Copper Tubes (brazed) - .. per lb. x es „ 10 lbs. Russian, single. per lb. 2 T 
„ (solid drawn) .. per lb. d. A j 180 ibe: Jute rove per ton £11 sis 
М Соррег Bars (best selected . рег ton К Zinc, Bh't(Vieille Montagne bad.) per, ton 224 5 


5 supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b "he British Aluminium Co., 1ла.; e ‘Lhos. Bolton & Bons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
8 & Co.: / India- Rubber, G. P. and Teleg. Works ee Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare ; k Edward Jill & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lowe; j Walter Н, "Hindley and 
Co., Чы. k Morris Ashby, Dus ; m W. T. Glover 4 Co., Ltd.; я P. Ormiston 4 Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; р The Phosphor Bronse Co., Ltd. 


„ AT E ees EN ee 


ELECTRIC RIC TRAMWAY . AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. - 


Week | Receipta for Miles | Week | Reoeipte for Miles 
Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. | open, | | Locality. ending С the week. Total to date. | opes. 
p ep xt £ 24 —— о. £ | ж  $ !" 
Aberdeen .. T .. | Sep. 5 1,812 | +169 | 18,756 | + 2.888 10 | — & (South Staffordshire. Aug. 28 1 006 420 80,828 + 8,684 -} 
Sine се гч vi : 15 + 62 181,813 + 8, 244 104 — | 8 T ас esl y 2 | EC 4 13 1 + pid NT 
urnemou oe oe [1 4 = — — — ba md aun ton ee e тт inan 
Blackburn  ..|June96 | 909 |—286 116608 4 674 144 111 | 9 giTynemonth .. .. „ W 477 | — 80 1168 + 1,014 8 — 
Blackpool .. Sep. 3 | 1,625 | —447 27,370 + 877 — 8 z eston -super Mare. „, 26 315 | — 68 4,307 | — Sel a 
| B.sckpool and Fleetwood n Р Н 9 5 E Ho + В on — Н | ү ешр; Dias i = | 1 +101 per + — 1 
п ae e , mn + : Р o, ‚ m rexbam " Р — — тү [^ 
BM ds wi e» ёа Ang. y 105 а 8685 419,000 65 +4 i \ Yorke. Woollen Dist. . І 32 FT i 9 ae aa т | = 
g ee eo ee ep. , . 6, "T — ы Саг iff єр. | + , + | TR 
Bris ol vs ii 55 5 4| 5,199 | 4221 — — 28 — | а | Chathsm 4 District Co. „ 3| 734 73 18,642 | + 12,615 868 — 
Burnley . E 4 | + 89 — — 74 | — | & | Dover . » 5 810 | —.10| 8, + 65 | 3 — 
[ey District . | Aug. 28 257 — | 6,287 — 44 — Dublin » 4| 5,505 | —186 | 56,592! + 610 46 E 
Devonp rè ss „ 28 484 | — 15 | 15,857 ＋ 425 6 |— 2 Bast Ham .. vs sx Wen u 758 | 4223 16,071 + 5,077, 6 ‘+ 
_Dudley—Stourbridge. . „ 28 988 | + i | 28,602 | + 2,918 1 — 9 | Glasgow .. - " „ 5 13.625 7 1040 | 187,356 | +20,588 68 +! 
Gateshead „ 28| 954 | + L7. 29,01 + 4525|10 |+?) Hull... | „ 5 1.84% | +6) 42,074) + 5 11 +1 
) Gravesend—Northflees| , 28 324 | 4124 8,140 + 468 — |g [Ilkeston .. .. .| » 2 1 — — AM 4 | ж 
nee oen] n Н засан аа аена 7 l| НИНЕ ЧЕЧЕ a T 
es ee y 2 ==: 2 + + * ee 8 ee oo ee + [] 7 Md 
; iMerminater . d а m 148—108) enn | + xs| 4 | — Е | Liverpool ..  .. i Aug. 22 | 10,453 | +603 358,684 тащ 100 NT 
e yr ee ee ee 2 2 = 18 8,789 — 247 — Manchester ee ee ep. 5 11.590 4 6078 1,95 + тт 
g Middleton — ..  ..| os| 40 | + 2 11248 | + 1.50 B) | — P мепош, з. | „ 5| 890 4% — ас 
Adham— Ashton ae e 28 660 — 11 19.745 + M86. 8 | — 4 | Portsmouth és .. Aug. 22 2.390 | —191 — — | 29 pes 
S Peterborough ee ee [11 2H 178 — | 5,020 | — — = B8 | Salford ee ee b. * 24 9,856 +1135 79,469 + 94,708 30 чыга 
$rode .. .. ..| y 2N 442 + (3 10,471 | + 1,606 U — |$ Souchampton .| ,, 18 | 1,270 | — — — |9, — 
д Potteries oe T „% 2| 1,559 | 4 41! (3,122 + 2,869 — |, Sunderland . Bep. 6 | 1,974 | + 47 | 59,549| + 810 30 5 
Rothesay.. 825 | — 24 + 2} | — 5 60 — | 6 '- 
| Sheerness 97 24 | — 6 — "| = 
Southport 885 " 63 | — 6 + | &|- 
4 чил» 
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ON A NEW METHOD OF TUNING 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH STATIONS BY 
MEANS OF ТНЕ MULTIPLIER.’” 


By COUNT ARCO. 
(Continued from page 401.) 


IV.—PracticaL APPLICATION OF THE METHOD. 


We will now describe an experiment in tuning, or a measurement 
of electric waves on a larger scale which was carried out in the 
winter of 1901-2 between the experimental stations at Oberect óne- 
weide, near Berlin, and the Sch uerdamm offices of the A. E. G. 
These stations may perhaps be remembered in connection with the 

per read by Prof. Slaby on December 22nd, 1900, in which be 
for the first time clearly explained the principles of wave formation 
in 3 telegraphy, and gave a demon tration of practical duplex 
working. 

The arrangement of the aerial wires at Oberschöneweide is shown 
in plan and elevation in fig. 7. Between the summits of two 


chimneys 70 m. high and 25 m. apart a hemp rope was stretched 
horizontally. То this were attached, at distances of 2 m., 10 con- 
ductors, each 140 m. long, and running in a sloping direction down 
to the experiment room. Each conductor was a bare copper strand 
consisting of seven wires, each 0°28 mm. in diameter. The horizontal 
distance of the experiment room from the base'of the chimneys is 
about 120 m. The aerial conductors were, in this series of experi- 
mente, earthed at the bottom through an inductance coil of the 
following dimensions :— i 

Diameter of coil = 30.5 cm. 

External diameter of the rubber-covered strand 7 x 028 mm. 

This system of aerial conductors was electrically excited in 

various ways, and the wave-length determined by thé “ unloaded” 
(without condenser) multiplier, whilst the tuning of the receiver 
was effected by means of the “ loaded multiplier. 


ЕНЕЕЕИННЕНЕ 
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Треп, as a check on the value so found, the tuning was verified by 
trial with the receiving apparatus at the Schiffbauerdamm station, 
12°5 km. distant. 

Figs. 8, 9 and 10 show in each case: 

l. The method of transmitter excitation and of joining up the 
multiplier. 

2. The curves of, the tuning values obtained, the abecist e repre- 
«nting the lengths in metres of the windings in circuit, and the 
ordinates the potential differences at the upper end of tne ooil in 
millimetres of spark length. 

3. The vertical arrows show the values obtained by actual experi- 
ment with the receiving apparatus at Schiffbauerdamm. 

We observe in fig. 8 (old Marconi excitation) that the tuning 


° Translation of article in the Elektrotechnisch Zeitechrsst, 
January 1, 1909. . 


found with the multiplier gives (s. + 8.) = 154. This maximum 
is clear and sharp. The tuning, controlled by means c f the receiving 
apparatus, which gave the beet reception was— 


8 = 135 
8. = 19 
в, + в, = 154 


Figs. 9 апа 10 show the transmitter with separate exciting circuit. 
In fig. 9 the connection with the exciting circuit is direct. The 
vibrations of the exciting circuit are carefully tuned to thore of the 
aerial wire. Tte capacity of the exciting circuit was 0 06 mf. Tte 
connections are so arranged that only three-fifths of the whole self- 
induction of the exciting circuit is also in the path of the vibra- 
tions of the aerial conductor. This arrangement was adopted 
because with tbis method of excitation an accurate comparison 
could be made with the method next desc ibed. For the same 
reason the unusual grouping of the windings of the inductance coils 
shown in fig. 11 was adopted. 
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Fig. 10. 


The predetermination gave two maxima of which that of the 
smaller wave-length had only half as great an amplitude as that of 
the greater. These two maxima occur in almost all the arrange- 
ments in which the excitation is produced by a separate tuned 
system. Both maxima were met with again in tuning with the 
receiver. We may теша к at once that the presence of two maxima 
does not arise from imperfect tuning of the exciting circuit. They 
were detected by means of the receiving apparatus in the following 


way :— | 

The transmitter was cop nec ted as shown in fig. 9, and worked 
with a very low intensity (a spark length of 5 mm.). A receiving 
maximum was attained with 


8, = 63 
B, = 17 
s +s. = 80, 


which agrees closely with the curve. Maintaining the same 
intensity the receiver again worked with the followiog tunit g :— 


8 = 100 
8. = 17 
Se + 8. = 117, 
and ceased to work with 
Se = 200 
Р, = 17 


B, + в, = 217. 
The second maximum of the receiving intensity ocourie i at 
s = 143 
8& = 17 
в, + 8, = 160. 
With this tuning, reception was still good when the intensity of 
transmission corresponded to a spark length of 1mm. The mazi- 
mum obtainable intensity in this case was about 30 per cent. 
greater than with the simple Marconi excitation. 

The aerial conductor was now thrown into vibration by being 
inductively coupled with an exciting circuit of the same self- 
induction and capacity, the arrangement being as shown in 
fig. 10, which also shows the curve obtained. The con- 
struction and arrangement of the coils of the aerial conductor 
and exciting circuit are shown in fig. 12. This form was 
selected in order to obtain as nearly equal conditions as possible, as 
regards the self-induction inserted in the various methods ot 
«excitation adopted. 'The experiment again gave two maxima, this 
time of approximately equal amplitude and lying somewhat nearer 


together. e reception experiment confirmed the maxima of the 
longer waves only, with 
8, = 133 
8, = 18 
Re +8 = 151 


The explanation of the appearance of two maxima of different 
wave-length, especially with the arrangement shown in fig. 15, 
seems to be that the vibrations of the aerial wire have two different 
paths according to their image in the earth, namely, either through 
the self-induction alone (five windings), or through the smaller self- 
induction (three windings), the Leyden and the spark-gap. The 
path through the larger self-induction alone gives the slower vibra- 
tions, the other the more rapid vibrations. The greater the differ- 
ence between the two paths, and hence also the greater tbe differeace 
in the time taken by the electric vibrations in traversing these paths, 
the farther will the two maxima be apart. For the inducti ve method 
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of excitation shown in fig. 6, a similar phenomenon also occurs in 
consequence of the fixed electro-magnetic coupling of the two vibra- 
tion systems through the primary and secondary coils of the trans- 
formers. Oar explanation of the causes which give rise to these two 
frequencies proves to be correct, as will be seen from the following 
two different methods of investigation. 

Fig. 13 shows three tuning curves which were obtained with the 
apparatus connected as shown in fig. 9. In all three curves the 

brations of the exciting circuit were always in resonance with 
those of the aerial conductor, but they were produced by different 
amounts of capacity and self-induction. | 


Bic. 144. 


The indactive windings were only inserted in the part common 
to the two systems, that is, 8. = 0 in fig. 9. 


Curve. Я Capacity. Turns, 
"P 0*0008 14 
———— 0 0056 7 


пов 5 vs ns о smaller the self-induction of the excit- 
ing uit an e greater ite correspon capacity, the ter 
will be the amplitude of the longer "ow AG xd 

Tbe distance between the two maxima diminished simultaneously. 
In the limiting case where the capacity is infinite, there remains 
only one maximum, which has, in fact, the same wave-length as in 
the Marconi excitation. It is assumed, of course, that in all cases 
ie RUE circuit is in tune with the vibrations of the trans- 
mitter. 

Experiments were now made to determine whether there was 
any other case, except that where the capacity is infinite, in which 
the two maxima ooincide. This is, in fact, possible. The er 
meatal results are shown in fig. 14, and the arrangements of the 


НЕННЕ 


exciting circuits in fig. 144. The latter are symmetrically 
arranged in this case, the self-indaction and capacity, and there- 
fore also the frequency, being kept constant. The capacity of the 
ex iting circuit, made up of two condensers с, and c, in series, was 
0:0024 (each condenser singly, 00048). The combination of the 
two jars had exactly the same capacity as the aerial wire against 
earth. The aerial wire and earth were now connected with various 
points of the inductance coils. In the case of curve I., the whole of 
the self-induction is includ ad, in the other two curves only а part. 
In the first case the difference in the time required to traverse the two 
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hs containing, on the one hand, capacity only, and on the other 
ductauce only, is a maximum, and hence the distance between the 
measured maxima is also a maximum. In the second curve, the 
differences of time and the distances of the maxima are smaller, 
and finally, in the third curve, the self-induction of both paths is so 
chosen that the difference of time is exceedingly small ; the curve 
shows only опе maximum. The amplitude of this maximum ‘is, 
however, not at all increased. The reason of this is easily seen. The 


aerial wire system is no longer connected with the coils at two 
points of maximum difference of amplitude (somewhat as in 
curve I.), but so as to include only a part of the self-induction. The 
aerial wire is, therefore, no longer excited by the full difference of 

otential. The correctness of this explanation has quite recently 
den verified by a different experiment, the ment of which 
is shown in figs. 15 and 16. Ia this, and the following figures, the 
capacities are not given in microfarads, but in a practical unit, 
the value of which is 0:002 microfarad. By means of the mul- 
tiplier, the maximum of the shorter waves which occurs 
when the arrangement shown in fig. 9 is adopted, is determined, 
and then confirmed by the Marconi metho 1 of excitation, as shown 
in fig. 15, IL, the jar capacity used in fig. 9 being directly 
inserted in the aerial wire circuit. In the experiments recently 
made, the aerial conductor used consisted of a rubber cable about 
40 m. long, which was carried with a somewhat fiat inclination to 
the top of a mast 20 m. high. The тш of the multiplier coil 
not in use were always short cironited. e results of the experi- 
ment are shown in fig. 15. The low maximum of the shorter waves, 
which in curve I. occurs at 50 m., has in curve II. а greater ampli- 
tude, but nearly the same position (52 m). Fig. 16 shows a similar 
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arrangement, with the difference that instead of earth a horizontal 
wire, congruent with the aerial wire, is used. The agreement 
between the low maxima of short wave length given with external 
excitation and with Marconi excitation is still ect, The absolute 
wave lengths, when the wire is used ins of earth, are nearly 
always shorter than in fig. 15, apparently because the counterpoise 
is not electrically heavy enough, and the current crest is, therefore, 
not at the geometric centre of the vibration system, bat is displaced 
slizhtly upwards into the aerial conductor. 


(To be continued.) 


TRUSTEE SECURITIES. | 


IT has Ьзеп said that investments paying over 3 per cent. interest 
are more or less specalative, and trustees are by law limited to what 
are popularly known as " gilt-edged securities." Tne Tristees Act 
of 1893 is the text-book, and under ite provisions the range of what 
may be called legal investments is a tolerably wide one. Prior to 
the passing of the Act of 1889 the only authorised security was 
Oonsols, but the legiel stion of 1889 and 1893 opened the door to a 
large range of investments, and it is now a question whether 
there are not among electric undertakings some which might 
reasonably be added to the list. 

Assuming that such securities as are now available to trustees are 
practically free from risk, it is surprising that the best of them are 
quoted at a considerable discount, and fluctuate extensively in 
market valne. Consols which were worth £114 a few years ago are 
now quoted at about £90, the prices having ranged from 14 premium 
down to 10 discount. 

Among the authorised trustee securities are debenture or rent- 
charge, or guaranteed or preference stock of any railway company 
in Great Britain or Ireland incorporated by special Act of Parlia- 
ment, and having during each of the ten years last past before the 
date of investment paid a dividend at the rate of not less than 3 per 
cent. per annum on its ordinary stock. Under these circumstances 
why should not electric tramways and light railways be included in 
the authorised trustee securities, with similar conditions as to incor- 
poration and dividends ? 

Another legal security is the nominal or inscribed stock of corpora- 
tions of any municipal borough with a population exceeding 50,000, 
and in many such cases a large part of the money raised is employed 
in the construction and working of electrical undertakings, eo that 
in this way trustees can indirectly invest in such business 
without any guarantee of their being profitable as required by the 
Trustee Act in the case of railway companies. 

The Consolidated Stock of the London County Oouncil isauthorised, 


and here again the trustee is finding money for tramways, and aay 
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other description of m trading—profitable or otherwise—in 
which the local authorities who borrow h the Oounty Council 
may ind 


ulge. 

Another class of securities at the command of trustees are the 
colonial stock registered in the United Kingdom in accordance with 
. of the Oolonial Stocks Acte 1877 and 1892. These 

vary considerably in their market value; thus Canadian 
4 per cent. are quoted at 100 to 103, New Zealand 4 per cent. at 
108 to 110, Canadian 3 cent. 100$ to 101, while New Zealand 
3 per cent. are only w 89 to 894. 

Such being the powers defined by Legislation for the guidance of 
trustees, it would appear that no reasonable objection can be urged 
against the employment of trust funds on the debentures or rent 

or guaranteed or preference stock of an electric tramway or 
light railway company incorporated by Act of Parliament, 
which has paid at 3 per cent. per annum dividend for a 
stipulated period on the ordinary shares. 

As an example, take the Bristol Tramways and Carriage Co., Ltd., 
possessing powers under several Acta of Parliament, and which has 
paid improving dividends for many years—thus: 6 per cent. from 
1891 to 1898, 71 per cent. in 1899, 8 per cent. in 1900, 8j per cent. 
in 1901, and 9 per cent. in 1903. 

The market value of the shares and debenture stock indicates the 
public confidence in the und ; but trustees have no legal 
authority to exercise their discretion in sel such a security. 

This is an illustration of & class of securities available in the 
electrical industry, as outlets for trust funds, but wbich are not at 
present incladed in the Acts dealing with the trustee investments. 

The enormous increase in municipal indebtedness, due to trading 
operations, during the last few years, has created a good deal of 
misgiving as to the financial position of many towns, and fresh loans 
are accordingly placed with more or less difficulty. The most 
sensitive investors will naturally be found among trustees—who 
will not view with equanimity unlimited borrowing for speculative 
trading p s—and thé stock of local avthorities engaged in 
trading operations will be closely considered in connection with the 
depreciation in the value of the security for the ever-increasing 


It would be a healthy if the capital required for municipal 
purposes were subscri locally, as the investors would be in a 
position to watch and oontrol policy and expenditure, and take a 
more direct interest in local government than prevails under a 
system of borrowing from the outside. 

The incident of the rates has a certain amount of influence, bot 
nct so great as would be the case if the residents had a more 
1 personal interest in the provision of funds and their appli- 
cation. 

In the case of electrical undertakings, especially in small towns, 
the investment of local capital should be encouraged as the best 
means of interesting the residents in pushing the business, especi- 
ally in its early career, before the advantages of the new means of 
obtaining light, power and traction are realised by the actual 
experience of a sufficiently large section of the community to 
exercise an influence upon the remainder. 

The growth of an electric supply business, when once well estab- 
lisbed upon sound commercial lines, proceeds in a rapidly increas- 
ing ratio, particularly with the use of electric energy for power aud 

ht. 


It is surprising to what a number of uses electricity is now being 
applied in supplying motive power at the lowest cost and the 
greatest convenience. In one of the Lancashire towns electric 
power is being used in connection with bottling machinery, 
dentistry, engineering, fans, hat works, hay chopping and corn 
grinding, hoists and lifta, machinery, leather works, 
mattress making, mortar grinding, organ blowing, printing, re- 
frig: rating and ice making, sewing machines, weaving and wood- 
working—74 applications of the power, involving a supply of 
4573 HP. The system of hiring out the motors, which is becoming 
very general, disposing of the question of provision of capital for 
the plant in the same way as the free wiring provides for the 
electric light without making a demand apon the financial resources 
of the householder. 

Electrical supply, under good business management, offers a most 
promising field for investment, especially when the load factor is 
improved by the diversity of demand created by electric tramways 
and light railways, and the supply of power to manufactories, in 
addition to the provision of the best methods of illumination. 

There is no reason therefore why trust funds should not find safe 
an4 profitable outlete for investment in the new industry. 


WHY ENGINEERS SHOULD ADVERTISE.* 


By GEORGE H. GIBSON. 


Wu hear much nowadays about the dignity, the honour and the 
glory of the engineering profession. At the same time the corre- 

columns of the technical journals are filled with com- 
plaints concerning the meagre compensation usually received by 
engineers. These things do not harmonise. If the engineers, by 
virtue of their skill, ability and integrity, are indispensable in this 
industrial age, why are they not better paid ? There are about two 
classes of who can be held responsible for this state of affairs, 
vis, the cers themselves and their employers, the public. 


. * Reprinted from the Michigan Technic,11903. 


Some of the blame rests upon each, but most of it upon the 


engineers. 

In the first place, most people, including many otherwise well 
informed, have а very bazy notion of what an engineer is and what 
he does. They, perhaps, think of him as somewhere between а 
highly skilled mechanic, or artisan, and a professional man consulted 
as an expert in cases of dire necessity. They rarely bim as 
а man of affairs, capable of directing and conducting 'arge enter- 
prises. That this is the case is shown very clearly by the attitude 
of state and municipal Governments toward engineers and their 
salaries. For instanoe, the wealthy state of New York advertises 
for engineering assistants in the office of the state engineer, offer- 
ing the munificent salary of $5.00 per day for days actually worked, 
nothing for overtime. Bricklayers in many cities are paid $520 
for eight hours labour and double pay for overtime. The buyers 
of department stores often receive more than $2,000 per year. Again, 
Kansas City, Mo., is making important and costly additions to its 
water supply system. In connection with this work, three con- 
sulting engineers have been retained. In spite of the fact that the 
advice of these men may result in the loss or the saving to the city 
of thousands of dollars, the Kansas City Journal complains that one 
“has been added to the city pay-roll at a salary of $1,500 a year 
and aunointed with title of “oonsulting engineer,” and tbat the 
services of the others “ сові the city $15 every time they blink an 
eye;" that is, they are paid $15 per day when their services are 
required. No large city would think of employing legal talent at 
wages so small, and at the same time nearly every municipality is 
engaged in engineering undertakings upon which tbe profit or loss 
due to good or poor engineering jadgment and skill may amount 
to thousands or even millions of dollars. Due to r engineer- 
ing, or the absence of any at all, hundreds of lives annually 
are lost from typhoid fever in some of our large cities, a loss which 
oould be almost entirely prevented by the application of well-known 
engineering methods. 

Now, it is plain that the only way in which public opinion in 
regard to these matters can be reformed is by education, and it is 
equally plain upon whom rests the responsibility of doing the 
educating. The engineers must epeak for themselves. They must 
educate the public in engineering matters. It is as much to the 
interest of engineers as of lawyers or bankers to take an interest 
and part in public affairs and to educate and direct public opinion. 
The engiveer should advertise the engineering profession for the 
good of both the profession and the public. А beginning has been 
made in this by engineers like Kent, Thurston and others, who have 
sought to bring to public attention the great revolution in the 
industrial and social world being brought about by the activities of 
the engineer. Much is also to be ex from tke efforts of 
those, notably Mr. C. F. Scott, now president of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, who are endeavouring to draw 
the national engineering societies together into a united, har- 
monious and powerful body. Since the above was written, Mr. 
Carnegie's generous offer of $1,000,000 to erect a building in New 
York city for the national engineering societies has placed this 
movement upon a substantial footing. 

The timeliness and importance of such movements are manifest 
when we consider that 50 years bence the engineer жі. probably 
hold a position of vast power and influence in the social organism. 
His work touches organisation, financiering, management, and, 
ultimately, statesmanship. He is forced to study political economy 
thoroughly and at first band. He is destined to become and is 
becoming tbe leader of vast industrial organisations and, perbaps, 
eventually, of the world itself. In the beginning the world was 
superstitious and ignorant and its rulers were priests; these were 
followed by soldiers who have disciplined it, and these again by 
lawyers, who have established the principles of civil rights. The 
great questions of the present and future are industrial and oom- 
mercial, Science and invention should naturally, it would seem, 
place the source of wealth and power in the hands of the engineers, 
who should next hold the reine. This is not to be understocd in 
апу absolute or revolutionary sense, but it is to be пока that the 
professionally trained engineer is more and more becomiog a man 
of affairs. His active life, exacting duties, accurate hab: te of 
thought, earnestness and integrity fit him to be the leader and 
adviser of men. 

However, our exultation in tbe bright prospects of the engineer- 
ing profession has, perhaps, caused us meanwhile to forget the 
individual engineer. As above pointed out, his pay is not always 
commensurate with 1 and he cannot live comfortably 
upon a gary in general and nothing in particular. His practice 
of “the art of directing the great sources of power in nature for 
the use and convenience of man” is not always supplemented by 
the art of being well paid for that practice. It would seem tbat 
there should be no great difficulty in selling at a good price services 
so profitable to the purchaser asthose of the engineer, but it appears 
that he usually fails to do it. 

Careful consideration of the subject seems to indicate that the 
limited financial success of many technical men arises more from 
lack of business aa ape ds and enterprise than from anything 
else. First, they do not advertise enough. It is one of the first 
duties of every man to let the world know what he is good for. 
Honest advertising pays both parties concerned. If you сал do a thing 
better than it is generally done, you should tell about it. It may 
help some one else, but it will probably help you most; besides, 
you don't need to give the whole secret away. In other words, 
engineers should write articles for the technical press based upon 
their work, study or observation. Such articles are valuable to 
refer to when applying for positions or soliciting work. They form 
the cheapest form of personal advertising, since they are usually 
productive of revenue. Most technical papers will gladly publish 
and pay for articles of any merit. ; Men‘ are known for their ideas, 
and an idea properly disseminated: has more advertising valueithap 
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а vast amount of money. А man of real enterprise, however, will 
not stop with technical press, bat at opportune time will discuss in 
the public press engineering and economic subjects of popular 
ioterest, such as the purification of public water supplies, public 
transportation, the fuel situation, gas and elec:ric lighting, and 
many oth ars of equal importance. 


HULL MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE SCHEME. 


(Concluded from page 373.) 


AT the resumption of the inquiry on Friday, August 28th, the 
Inspector asked what was the present position of the telephone 
service, and what were the relative advantages to the Corporation, 
aod what rafegaard would the ratepayers have ? 

The Towa Clerk said that when he came to deal with the matter in 
his addreee, he should show that this question was not within the 
provioce of the Local Government Board. 

The Iaspector then asked that, supp ‘sing the Corporation decided 
not to go on, or supposing the Local Government Board decided there 
wai not sufficient ground to give their sanction for a loan, what 
wuld the position be? | 

Mr. Laverack replied tbat the National Telephone Co would 
remain in sole control. 

The Inspector asked if the competition would entirely cease, 
and the Town Clerk said tbat not only would the Corporation have 
no right to int zrfere, but the Post Office would be placed in a similar 

osition. 
Р The Inspector pointed out that the real point was the advao- 
tage or disadvantage the system would be to the ratepayers. If 
more than half tbe ratepayers thought it was a disadvantage 
or that it was a1 advantage, and on the other hand, the opinions 
of those who were bst qualified to judge clearly showed that 
fhe advantage would be in the other direction, the duty of the 
Local Goverament Board would be to give their decision in that 
direction. 

Mr. Dixon, managing director and chairman of Blandell, Spence 
and Co., Ltd., said that bis company employed between 350 and 400 
persons. Their rateable value at present was £880 per annum, but 
he thought it only fair to state that they had just been assessed at 
£1,700— practically dou ole. 

Mr. R bb: Have your firm been subscriber: to the National 
Telephone Co. since 1892? —Yes, and we have nine instruments 
iostalled. 

Are you satisfied with the serv.ce you receive ? —Yes, we consider 
it an effi-ient one. 

By the Inspector: The existing service gave satisfaction to a large 
majority of the subscribers. 

The Inspector: Can you really answer for the present 
subscribers ?— L wgely. I believe they are satisfied with the 
present system. 

Mr. Robb: Can you tell the Inspector anything about the addi- 
tional facilities that have recently been offered by the Telephone 
Co. in the event of the Corporation not proceeding to compete ?— 
Yes. 

The Inspector: That is the point I want. 

Witoess: Naturally the National Telephone Co. have been 
making considerable efforts to meet the public requirements, and 
oue very important change they suggest is not to provide the 
party wire system, but a duplicate on a very large and successful 
ecale. At the present time anybody could bave an unlimited 
service on the National Telephone system for £5 per annum. 

Тһе Town Clerk: Oa the party line system. 

Witness said tbat service was most efficient, and he knew that 
тазу persons who were using it were perfectly satisfied. 
Especially did it meet the requirements of the small user. It 
certainly was what was known as the party line system, but 
fac.lities hai been provided for calling up without interruptiog 
otber messsges. 

Mr. Robb: Your v.ew is that any person requirirg an unlimited 
service can now secure it for £5 ? — Yes. : 

Whereas the Corporation rate will be six guineas ?—That is so, 
and the difference betw еп the two servises would be very slight. 

Speaking on behalf of your firm, would you be prepared if the 
Corporation system were proceeded with to take out your National 
Telephone instruments and iastal those of the Corporation ?—No; 
we should not give up a system that was affording u3 every facility 
aad satisf ction for the purpose of experimentiog with a new one 
for tbe eake of a possible saving of a f :w pounds per year. 

Is it your opinion thas what you would gain as telephone users 
you would lose as ratepayers ? — That is precisely the position. 

Asked again a: to what he thought about the Corporation scheme, 
witness characteris d it as being rotten. It was an enormous risk 
to lay down so much money without first obtainiag at least 1,000 
engagements, Mere promises to tak; instruments were not, he 
thought, by азу means sufficient. 

Cross-examiaed by the T »wn Clerk, witness said that he did not 
believe the Corporation would obtain 300 promises to use their 
telephones. 

Mr. T. H. Sissons, J.P, said that the ratable value of the premises 
of Sissons Bros, L'd, was £1,700. He expressed the opinion that 
there was no public demand for the municipal telephone. There 
might be a losson the scheme, because the Post Office could take it 
over in 1911. The revenue, of course, then ceased, and he very 
much doubted iftithe Post Office would offer the Corporation the 
price of old metal for it.' 

Mr. James Stuart, J.P., a director of the British Oil and Cake 


Mill Co, which had a rateable value of £9,000, said there was 
not a sufficient demand to justify the great risk the Corporation 
ioteaded to incur. No busines man would dream of putting his 
money into an undertaking of that kind, saidled as it was with an 
onerous oondition of time. 

The Town Clerk: Do you know that this very diffi sulty was fally 
considered by the Select Committee in 1898 ?—N», I don't know. 

Do you know that they suggested a method to meet it, which the 
Government have adopted ? – No. 

The Inspector : I thiak you саз leave it to argument. 

The Town Clerk: Very well. I will deal with it when I come to 
address you. 

Mr. A. E. Ballan, district goods manager in Hall for the North- 
Eastern Railway, said that he bad instructions from the general 
manager of the company at York to represent that company at the 
inquiry. The company owned practically the whole of the docks in 
Hull, with the exception of the Alexandra Dock, and the rateable 
valae in Hull was £160,00), which was one-seveoth of the whole 
rateable valus. His company’s opinion was that there were always 
experiments being made in telephony, that the property must 
depreciate very considerably, and that the scheme would involve a 
loss on the rates. The company were very s:rongly epposod to it. 
They had not taken a party view at all. They simply looked to the 
ratepayers’ view. Anything that led to the prosperity of Hull 
must benefit the North-Eastern Railway, and if the telephone quee- 
tion would benefit Hull the company would probably support it. 

Mr. E. F. Ingleby said that he represen an aggregate rateable 
value of about £1,400. He agreed entirely with what the wituesses 
for the opposition had said, his strong point beiog with regard to 
1911. | 

Mr. E. T. Sharp, J.P., sad Mr. T. R. S nith, draper, also gave 


evidence or similar lines to the other witnesses against the 


proposal. 

Mr. H. Laws Webb, the principal expert witness for the opposi- 
tion, was then called. He had inspected the system at Hull, and he 
thought it was an important matter for a consulting engineer to 
make himself acquainted with the position of the rival competitor. 
Mr. Bennett’s scheme was not an adequate one, because it did not 
provide sufficiently for a large development. Tue attention of the 
Corporation Committee had not been drawn to the extensions which 
would necessitate in а very few years a very large expenditure of 
capital. The points in a competing system where a large develop- 
ment that would arise from the low ra‘es, as proposed in Hall, and 
the large outlay rendered necessary thereby. The capital outlay 
that would inevitably result in the course of the next three or foue 
years was from £160,000 to £:0),000. That was below 10 per cent. 
Five per cent. of the population would mean 12,500 stations, and an 
expenditure of £350,000. The outlay of £160,000 to £200,000 was 
based on an estimate of rather less than 3 per cent. It would mean 
5,000.or 6,000 stations. Three percent. of the population would mean 
7,500 stations, which, of course, would not be covered by a capital of 
£200,000. It was always neceseary to carry a great deal of spare 

lant. Active competition he took into account, because it always 
ed to а large development. The position in which the Corporation 
undertaking (if it was started as proposed) would in a short time be 
& poor one in face of tbe present system of the National Telephone 
Co., which had 3,200 stations. The proposed scheme, on the other 
hand, was for a maximum of 2,000 stations. The Corporation were 
taking the position of the under dog in the fight — (laughter) — when 
they ought to be the larger dog. His experience was that 
the ultimate result must be the survi of the larger 
system in the case of two competing lines. The estimate of Ме, 
Bennett assumed a definite restricted expenditure of £43,000 odd. 
In a telephone business it was, of course, possible to limit the 
capital expenditure in that way, but it gave a delusive idea of the 
telephone business. It gave the idea that a system could b» got for 
а definite sum, whereas it was always growing, and this must be 
provided for. An important feature of the telephone business was 
that the capital account could never be closed. The telephone 
system must grow tolive. He did not think that it was possible to 
run the 2,070 completed stations, as proposed in Hull, without add- 
ing to the capital. The witness was then taken in detail through 
Mr. Bennett'sscheme. He said that the 12 per cent, of the total 
capital expenditure which Mr. Bennett took for "spares" was 
contrary to all experience. The scheme made a proportion of 88 
per cent. for plant in active use, and 12 on spare lines, whereas the 
usual proportion was 60 to 40. In London the Postmaster-General 
had 30 per cent. on active and 70 on surplus at the present time, 
and the original proportion would have been greater—about 90 per 
cent. fur surplus and from 5 to 10 on active service. That was the 
proper way to set out upon a telephone undertaking, broadly 
speaking. The effect of starting with a restricted scheme 
was that more money would have to be expended before 
the promoters expected it, and that a great waste of money 
would be incurred, the subsequent cost being greater than it 
would have been at the outset. The Corporation would not bs well 
advised to embark upon the scheme. It was not a generous 
estimate. The principal reason for surplus plant was in order to 
give a good service. They must be in the position to connect up 
subscrib rs as quickly as they could. It was generally the case that, 
when a man made up his mind to have a telephone service, he 
wanted it immediately, and a good engineer would provide for this, 
which involved the carrying of a large amount of spare plaat. This 
feature had been, it was trae, r:cognised in the reports of the Cor- 
poration Committee, but it was always disguised, and the expendi- 
ture worked out at so much for lines in use and so much for spare 
lines. But the latter could not be considered as future require- 
ments, as Mr. Bennett stated. They were present requirements, 
and the surplus plant should be provided for in the first expendi- 
ture of capital, and this must be reckoned in the cost line at the 
start. The specification of the Corporation provided the “ Bennett 
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Ring-through " system, and he thought this was an altogether in- 
ferior kind of service. The whole object of a telephone system was 
to make and пашаКе communications as rapidly as possible, 
with as little waste of time as possible in the operation of 
each communication. This, of course, affected every user, and 
especially the more frequent users, and a little wasts of time in each 
connection meant a large waste in the aggregate. The standard 
system to-day was the relay, or common battery system, in which 
the working was practically automatic. The cables of Mr. Bennett 
did not meet the requirements, and he thought his specification of 
cables a most unwise one. He stipulated 84 different sizas of cables, 
which was a great departure from standard practice, and would 
necessarily offer great inconvenience. It was a phenomeual kind 
of specification. If it was intended to lay out a system which 
was never intended to grow, Mr. Bennett's system might be 
adopted. 

What ie the object of this extraordinary kind of specification ? —It 
is to get cheapness in first cost. 

An imprudent method has been adopted in order to get cheapness 
in first cost, and it would prove more expensive in the long run ?— 
Yes ; it is laying down an inflexible system, which pre- supposes sub- 
scribers in c;rtein spots, and it would be very difficult to extend 

idly and economically. 
would be tbe inevitable result of the system? —I should 
say, briefly, waste. It is sure to give a lot of dead wires, and 
will lead to great inconvenience by reason of these small 
distributing cables, that are practically fixtures. They will become 
useless or have to be replaced or reinforced by additional cables 
all the way back from the distributing point to the exchange. 

The proper system, witnese said, was to lay larger cables, and to 
distribute from joint boxes, which gave a flexible system of 
connecting and disconnecting cables of different siz ss. 

Toe I : Haven't we got joints in this system ?— Yes, 
permanent jinta, which are iuflexible. 

The Inspector: Oh! 1 see your objection now. They are all 
permanent. 

In farther evidence witness said that he thonght the ordinary 
business community was better served by a superior service if tbe 
rates were fair than by an ioferior service at cieaper rates. He 

to refute the argu nent that competition was necessary 
for telephone development, and in support of his statement he 
qu ted the instance of New York, where the telephone had 
developed into the largest system in the world without any oom- 
petition. It had been developed entirely on the message rate 
syetem, and he thought that showed that with an efficient service, 
waich was satisfactory to the community, they could meet every 
development without competition. It was not a fundamental 
theory that there must be competition to have development. 
` Mr. Robb: It has been claimed by the Corporation that they 
were citering for the masses instead of for the select few. Will 
thir proposed rates cater for them better than the National 
Telephone С›.'в party-line service? —I don't think there is very 
much to choose between them. 

The party-line system was a very legitimate and proper method, 
and was very successfully used in a great many places. It was a 
legitimate way to reduce the rate. 

Mr. Robb next dealt with the working expenses in the estimate of 
Mr. Bennett. Witness thought that the expenses estimated there, 
according to the standard of telephone service he (witness) recom- 
mended, were very much under-zstimated. If they were going to 
have аа efficient service there would be needed a very much more 
organised, better paid, and trained staff than Mr. Bennett estimated 
for. On this alone he estimated the expenditure as £5,500— £3,000 
more than Mr. Bennett put it. As to the depreciation of 24 per 
cent. allowed by Mr. Bennett, the general practice was to allow 
from 5 to 73 р о He would advise the Corporation to allow 
5 per cent. ing into consideration the general position of the 
municipai ey ia he would not advise the municipality to under- 
taksa service in Hull. He did not agree with the opinion that 
the Government had imposed this matter upon the municipalities. 
The carrying out of the scheme as proposed would involve a loss on 
the rates. | 

The Town Olerk then cross-examined the witness. 

Your rience has been in America ?—I could hardly say that. 
I have visited the Continent, iaspected the systems there, while I 
have spent a fair proportion of my time in England. 

You are more conversant with the New York system than any 
other ? —Yes, certainly. 

When giving time and figures, have you given them on the basis 
of Naw York wages ?—I have taken the English way. І am quite 
aware of the English price. 

Your main objection isthat the scheme is not sufficiently exten- 
sive 7—1 don't think tbat is the point I made. My report of the 
scheme is that, as a whole, the expenditure of the Corporation is 
not sufficient, owing to the absolute necessity for expansion. 

That will depend entirely on what will happen ? —Yes. 

As to which none of us can be certain? —No. 

Don't you think it shows a little caution, cutting down our 
expenditure to what we should consider was the lowest possible 
amount having regard to the place?—I can only say that if you cut 
it down it is not worth doing. If you are going to cu: it down toa 
thousand or two thousand subscribers it is not worth doing. 

An ex^bange of 2,000 subscribers would not be worth doing? 
No, not for you. 

If your theory be wrong with regard to this large development in 
the fature, then of course you ar» mistaken ? Then, of course, you 
go back to the other alternative ?—1t is not worth doing. 

You think there will be a very large development ?— Yes; I think 
there will be a large development. 
irum ve have got a very good thing ?—You will have to develop 

a loss. 


Presumably you would not work it at a profit ?—I don't presume 
you will work it at a profit. | 

The objection is, we ought not to introduce a system of municipal 
telephones into Hull ? —I don't make that obj action. 

You don't azree with it ? —I don't know. 

Mr. Robb: The gentleman is called as an expert, sir. 

Mr. Webb: I don'cthink it isa desirable thing in Hull. 

On proper lines you would say yes ?—It you had it on proper 
lines. I have no objection to municipal tel phones. 

In view of the statement you made that we shall be faxed with 
an expenditure of about £160,000 in a few years, do you think we 
shall have to get it up on an obsol te system ?— Yes, even on ап 
obsolete system. That has been shown at Glasgow—(laughter). 

You thiok the larger system must always prevail ?— Yes, in the 
long rua. 

That would be the unfortunate position of the National system in 
Glasgow ? —-No. I think the facts are the other way about. 

The Town Clerk then gave some figures to show that the muni- 
cipal system had the larger number of stations, but Mr. Webb said 
that they could not judge from a directory. 

You think that, with a scheme like this, there would be no more 
cost than if we put io a larger scheme ? — Yes: it is not a mere 
question of addition to the system. 

Don't you think we could add to our plant as required ?— You 
can'c work a telephone busine:s by ordinary rules of business. It is 
not a question of lay ing in а stock of materials. 

Do you think it is a wise thing to burden the scheme with a larze 
amount of capital at the outset ? —I don't thiak it is a wise thing. 
It is necessary. 

Have you ever laid out a telephone system from the beginning ? 
No; but I am quite competent to do s». 

You said that to work this proposal on ithe 12 per cent. spares is 
inadequate ? —To furnish a system of this size and work it with this 
margin is impracticable. 

With regard to the switchboard, I take it it is a question of 
differenoe between engineers with regard to the merits of the 
central battery system ? —I believe not. 

Did Mr. Sinclair вау it was а passing craze ? —No; I don't thiak 
he did say that. 

He was chief engineer to the National Telephone Co. was he not? 
— Yes. 

Is it because he has put it ia that he dislikes it?—I don't know 
that he dislikes it. Iam surprised to hear that statement. 

At any rate Mr Bennett does not approve of it?— Yes, I gather 
from what he says that he does not. 

Are you aware that the chief engineer of Stockholm will have 
nothing to do with it? —I am not sure. 

You think this is to be an inflexible system ?—Yes, tha! is the 
way it appears to me. 

If & cable be found to be too small, is there any difficulty in 
drawing it out and substituting a larger one between Saturday night 
апа Monday ? —There is no difficulty. 

That is flexible enough is it not? —Oh, yes, flexible enough if 
you putit that way. You can pull a whole system down in the 
same way. 

Ia Glasgow they have increased their subecribers by the same 
system by 3,000 within a year?—I think you will fiad that the 
larger amount of it was laid down in the beginning. You will 
have just the same trouble in the long rua. 

The Town Clerk: I am told not by the engineer who laid it out. 

With regard to workiog expenses, Mr. Beanett's estimate is based 
on actual results ia other р! сев. Do you know that? —No. 

Can you give any results in other places? —No, I give you the 
general practice in other places. 

Have you ever managed a system ?—I have never been the sole 
manager. 

Your basis is imaginary, then ?—No. 

Have you based your figures on the results at the Poet Office ?— 
No, I have not. I have based it on the general way of carrying out 
such work. | 

With regard to depreciation, you differ with regard to our figures ? 
— Yes. 

Have you any regard to the question of the sinking fund ? —I 
have taken depreciation as a thing entirely apart from sinkiog fund. 

The depreciation fund is really a reserve fund? — Well, practically 
I agree with you. 

The witness admitted that telephone companies had neither de- 
preciation nor sinking funds. 

With regard to connect/on,I believe you mean it is important 
that the connection should be almost while you wait ?—That is what 
the customer expects. 

Do you expect we shall be at a loss in that respect? — Neceszarily 
you will if you don't have a large margin. 

Don't you know that io Hall they have to wait four or five or six 
months for a connection? I don't know that, but I know the proper 
standard is to connect up within a few days. 

Mr. Dixon having cross-examined Mr. Webb, Mr. Robb said he 
thought that the witness had not been shaken by the cross-examina- 
tion, and therefore he would not re-examine him. 

Mr. Kingsbury was the last witness called by Mr. Robb. 1а 
reply to the opposing solicitor, he said he regarded Mr. Bennett's 
estimate as so arranged that it did not provide for expansion or 
development. They must consider what the developments were 
likely to be and they must anticipate. It was cheaper to do that 
than to pall up the streets later on. He considered the provision 
for surplus plant was hopelessly inadequate on the assumption that 
it was to be a permanent system. If the system were only а tempo- 
тату one, then be would regard the estimate asa correct one. The 
central battery system was the general one, and he did not thiak 
that in а city as large as Hull the ring-through " system would be 
& success, He would put depreciation at a little higher estimate 
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than Mr. Webb. He had no hesitation in saying that the introduc- 
tion of a municipal system was most undesirable. From the point 
of view of the telephone subscriber in Hull, the existence of two 
systems was very disadvantageous. From the point of view of cost, 
a double telephone system would be more expensive than one. He 
believed this scheme would involve a loss on the rates, as the tenure 
was & most vital question. He did not think that, if the loan were 
granted, the system would be installed in lees than a year. 

Cross-examined by the Town Clerk: You object to competition ? 
—І do, «emphatically. 

You think the policy of the Government with regard to competi- 
tion is wrong ?— Yes. І am sorry to disagree with Parliament, 
though Parliament does not advise competition. 

Are you sure ?—I think во. 

They say it is necessary ?— The Postmaster-General does not. I 
have studied the matter from а very careful point of view, better 
than any member of Parliament. I give you the benefit of that 
view. 

You are interested in preventing opposition to the National Tele- 
phone Co. ?—Not at all. 

Mr. Dixon baving ‘cross-examined the witness, the proceedings 
were adjourned until Ssturday. 

On Saturday, August 29th, Mr. Robb proceeded to address the 

ctor on behalf of the opposition. е inquiry, he said, was 
important to the telephone users, but most of all it was important 
to the ratepayers. The telephone was not comparable with the 
undertakings which were generally entered into by municipal 
Corporations. It was a class business, and not a general business ; 
therefore, if it was a financial failure, the many would have to be 
taxed for the benefit of the few. He had had the cream of the 
mercantile community before him protesting against the scheme, 
and doing so because their opinion was that it would not bea benefit 
to thé community, but would entail a loss upon the rates. The 
principal feature of their objections was, they had distrust as to 
what the scheme was going to lead them into. They thought the 
estimate was an impossibly low one, and that it was being put 
forward as а bait to the Council to lead them into a capital expendi- 
ture which they never contemplated. Mr. Bennett's estimate was 
very misleading, in that it gave the Telephone Committee and the 
Corporation no adequate conception at all of the ultimate capital 
expenditure into which they must inevitably be drawn in the near 
future. They were told it was & mere trifle of £40,000. So it was 
at the start, but it would soon grow aud involve a much larger 
expenditure. The Tunbridge Wells estimate in 1899 was £7,000, 
but in 1902 the expenditure was nearly £30,000. At Glasgow the 
estimate was £97,000, but the actual expenditure up to date 
was £270,000. That was an example of how money was 
scooped into enterprises of that d. Once they were 
committed to the scheme, they must go on. Mr. Webb Lad 
put the capital expenditure in a few years’ time at £150,000 or 
£200,000, but he thought it might be more than that. He was 
bound to say be felt that the opposition, in spite of the Inspector's 
courtesy and fairness, were placed to some extent at a disadvantage, 
because naturally when a scheme was brought forward by a local 
authority the Local Government Board, unless the contrary was 
shown, imagined it was pot forward with the approval of the 
citizens, and that it was a scheme which would benefit the com- 
munity. His clients said that in its nature it was an Imperial 
business and not a local business—it was a class business and not a 
general business; and although it was true that the Legislature, by 
the Act of 1899, had contemplated competition, it was clear that 
since then the policy of the Government had altogether changed. 
The Postmaster-General on June 8th last said, as a result of his 
experience, that that was not a suitable matter for competition ; 
and be further ssid that after 1911 be could not contemplate any 
Postmaster-Gereral renewing a license or allowing the business to 
pass out of bis hands again. They bad been told that the Act of 
1899 urged and imposed competition upon municipalities, but it did 
nothing of the kind. It was true the Select Committee of 1898 
recommended competition, but the Act did not in terms directly 
authcrise competition. It authorised it merely by implication. It 
sail that where the Postmaster-General had granted a license the 
local authority “may” raise the money that was necessary. 
А further point be would urge was that although the Legislature 
autborieed municipalities to enter into tbat kind of business, it was 
the duty of tbe Local Governmert Board to inquire into the local 
circumstance, and to ascertain if the scheme would meet any public 
want, cr wbetber it was merely duplicating an existing system that 
was efficient, and whether the state of the local finances justified 
what the Postmaster-General bad referred to as an experiment, and, 
further, whether it was the general wish of tbe majority of tbe rate- 
payers that the system should be established. He said empbati- 
cally that the scheme, with the opposition of gentlemen representing 
all the highest and best interests in the city, started handicapped 
to such an extent that it must end in financial disaster. The 
National Telephone Co. bad spent a considerable sum of 
money vpon the improvement of their system, and the result was it 
was thoroughly efficient and met all the public requirements. The 
opposition further said that the scheme was financially and techni- 
cally unsound, inefficient, and incomplete, and that to instal a 
system on the inadequate and cheeseparing lines proposed, and with 
an obsolete plant in opposition to one that was efficient and deter- 
mined, was merely to court disaster. Tunbridge Welle was an 
example of a municipality entering upon a business which it did not 
understand, and entering into it upon inadequate and delusive 
estimates. Mr. Robb went on to condemn the “ ring-through" 
system which the сори propose to adopt, as being old aud 
obsolete; and remarked that he did not hesitate to say that one of 
these days the Corporation of Glasgow, who had adopted it, would 
wake up to the fact that instead of an efficient system they bad a 
museum of telephonic antiquities and curiosities. As to whether 


Mr. Bennett had made adequate оен for the expansion and 
development of the system in Hull, he said that the fundamental 
fallacy underlying all his estimates was that he could afford to 
ignore the proper and adequate provision of surplus plant; that he 
could frame his system in such a cheeseparing and re- 
stricted manner as to get the minimum of cost and the 
maximum of revenues at the outset. What business man 
starting a new business would expect 88 per cent. of his 
capital outlay to be worked at a profit on the initial дау? 
The expert evidence had proved that the cost would be the same as 
in Glasgow. It was of little consequence whether they could equip 
their system in six or twelve months. What position would they be 
in at 1911? They had been told they could get an extension of 
the license. Why had they not done so? It was well known that 
the period of the tenure was a strong point in the opposition for a 
considerable time, and yet no step bad been made to get the license 
extended. They knew that, in view of his announcement, the Post- 
master-General would not allow the telephone system to go out of 
his hands at the end of that period. To the business man that was 
а perfectly mad business. A great deal of stress had been laid on 
this point of limited tenure. What would be the position of the 
ratepayers deprived of their business at the end of 1911 with these 
instalments of interest to pay in 14 years, and the capital of the loan 
as well It had been claimed by the opposition '* We carry the Post 
Office with us.” Mr. Bennett carried a great deal with bim. He 
gave the National Co. their experience. Mr. Bennett was an Atlas 
carrying the world on his shoulders. He put it as a business pro- 
position: would any business man combine with his own any system 
that was not uniform with his own? His simple point, therefore, 
was on the score of probability, and, having two alternative systems 
to select from in 1911, the Postmaster-General would in all proba- 
bility take the suitable one—the one uniform with his own system— 
rather than the other. Regarding the letter of February 9tb, 
1903, sent by the Postmaster-General, he said if ever in his life he 
had seen a letter that was so absolutely guarded and non-committal 
in its terms, it was that letter, and to say, that it or the terms of the 
lioense or the specification oommitted the Postmaster-General to 
any approbation of the Corporation system of working, was to 
strain the words beyond their reasonable and fair construction. 
He next dealt with inter-communication, and said he would agree 
with the proposera that this was the lesser evil. But it did not 
alter the position of his.clients as ratepayers one iota. They were 
opposing this scheme on its general financial bearing, because it had 
the hazard of speculation. Mr. Bennett himself did not regard 
inter-communication as safe. He seemed to regard inter- 
communication as safe only to the larger. The Corporation 
were going into this scheme in the emaller way. Oontinuing, he 
said there was no pubiic call or demand for the municipal system. 
Half the ratepayers, or rather the large majority of the ratepayers, 
were absolutely opposed to it. The existiog system fulfilled every 
reasonable requirement of the public for telephonic facilities. 
What he wanted to impress upon the Inspector was that this was 
a ratepayers’ question. The security of the ratepayers was being 
pledged for the benefit of the few. The real test of this scheme 
was whether it was commercial or not. Anyone would be pleased 
to take up and finance the municipal enterprises, such as the trams 
or water or gas—for they were all profitable concerns, But from 
what they had heard from Mr. Ingleby and Mr. Arthur Wilson it 
was seen that this scheme was regarded by commercial men as 
unsound, and it would be impossible to float it asa private com- 
pany, or attract a single penny of private capital to it. Should 
the ratepayers of this city, he asked, be committed to an experi- 
ment which was ed in that light by commercial men? 
Should they be saddled with the risk, should they be held down 
by the onus of a system which would not attract as a private com- 
pany а single penny of private capital? Mr. Robb concluded by 
drawing a parallel between the proposal and the recent Blue Book 
published regarding the war. e Corporation of this city, he . 
said, were contemplating a telephonic war. They were going into 
war with the Telephone Co. The grcat complaint against the war 
in the Blue Book was that the Boer war was entered into without 
making adequate provision. The Corporation were going into this 
telephonic war without making adequate provision for the present or 
future, without knowing anything regarding the enemy’s position. 
Mr. Benvett was leading his army of 2,070 instruments against the 
enemy's army of 3,020. He was leading bis army into the field 
with old muzzle-loading carbines against the re weapons of 
the enemy. This scheme was not taken up by the desire of the 
ratepayers. He concluded by thanking the chairman for his patient 
hearing of his (Mr. Robb’s) case. 

Dr. Jackson said that they were there as ratepayers, and from the 
point of view of the ratepayers he had no hesitation in saying that 
the proposed scheme was fraught with danger. How could it ро, 
sibly pay its way and not form & charge on the rates at the end of 
1911? ` 

The Town Clerk replied for the Corporation. He said that he 
certainly thought with Mr. Robb that the In r had given a 
very patient Learing to both sides. He submitted that the 
persons who had to decide whether the municipal telephonic 
system should or should not be entered into were the Corpora- : 
tion of Hull, as representing the ratepayers of the city. The Act 
of Parliament—presuming there was & loss—said, “If there be a 
е, it shall be chargeable upon the rates, and you shall not borrow 
for it.” 

The Inspector: If the Local Government Board form the opinion 
that this scheme is likely to result in a loes involving a permanent 
charge upon the ratepayers in the future, they will nct give their 
sanction to it. 

The Town Clerk said that the evidence of the opposition con- 
tained a good deal of inconsistency. to the opposition, 
there was going to be no demand whatever for a municipal tele- 
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phonic service. But, strange to say, when they studied the evidence 
of the opposition experts, they found that,the great ground for 
objection was that the Corporation were suggesting entering upon а 

which would expand largely, and that no provision was 
being made for the expansion. That struck him as being exceed- 
ingly funny. The opposition, however, said that it would cost 
them a great deal more if they kept extending later on, and that it 
would be by far the better way to make full provision at the outset. 
But would it? The Corporation preferred to work on safe lines, 
and to secure the extra customers ere making extra provision. 
Comparing the evidence of the experts on both sides, he said that 
the Corporation had in Mr. Bennett and Major-General Webber 
two of the country's best experts—men who gave their evidence on 
actual experience, whereas the opposition experts based their 
evidence on assumption. If the system were purchased in 1911 
they might very safely assume that they would receive at least their 
£26,000, which, together with the sinking fund, &c., would make up 
the £44,000. Reference was made to the agreement between the 
National Telephone Co. and the Corporation regarding the wayleaves 
of the company. 

Mr. Dixon (representing the Hull and District Chamber of 
Trades) said that the Corporation had the voice of the people 
behind them. 

The Inspector said that he believed the Local Government Board 
would have no difficulty in coming to a decision. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE ON NURSING. 


RECENTLY the Board of Trade sent to all electric 
traction undertakings a letter containing several pointed 
suggestions* for the safer operation of the cars. With the 
bulk we are in fair agreement, although we do not think a 
folding step either practicable, desirable, or necessary, at the 
present time ; nor can we acknowledge that a properly con- 
structed reversed stairway is to be condemned as dangerous 
because it obstructs the motorman's view on the pavement 
side. When there is any obstruction it occurs only to a very 
limited extent. 

However, if there is & staircase made which is as safe to 
the passenger, and requires no more platform room than the 
reversed stairs, while it permits the motorman to obtain a 
clear field of vision through 180° on either side of his front, 
then that staircase is evidently more desirable than the other. 
If the reversed staircase goes, the motormen whoareaccustomed 
to it will bemoan its loss for it is a partial and not-to-be- 
despised shelter in rough weather. 

There are two sentences in the suggestions to which we 
do object. One states that for a conductor to have to 
* nurse" the trolley-pole is an admission of defective adjust- 
ment of the overhead work. The Board of Trade object, 
that is to say, to the troley rope being held by the 
conductor. 

How many managers and engineers will be found to 
endorse such an objection? If ever a rule was required it is 
the rule that enforces on conductors the importance of 
“nursing " the trolley through junctions and overhead 
complications of any kind. It is improbable that the Board 
of Trade would say that to take a car through facing pointe 
at four miles per hour is to admit defective adjustment of 
the special work; but that is practically on all fours with 
their present remark. An overhead switch or frog may be 
adjusted to perfection in the morning and cars may run 
under it at 10 miles per hour without de-wiring, but no 
tramway man of any experience will bet a bad halfpenny 
that some time during the afternoon a car travelling at the 
regulation speed will not have the pole off at the very frog, 
and with disastrous resulte probably, unless the conductor 
is doing what the Board of Trade contemptuously term 
* nursing " the pole. An overhead switch is à much more 
delicate piece of apparatus than a rail point, and is rela- 
tively more liable to be put on the sick list; a liability 
which will disappear by no means, be the inspection ever so 
conscientious and frequent. 

That very many accidente to overhead work are caused by 
trolleys de-wiring at badly-adjusted special work goes with- 
out saying, just as there are many t» be put down to trolley 
wheels, heads, poles, springs, or standards, which are slightly 
or seriously injured; or, again, many to the over-careless 
driving of the motorman. Indeed, the very recital of some 
of the causes besides that “defective adjustment of 
overhead work ” should be sufficient to frighten any manager 
who has overlooked it hitherto, into issuing immediate 
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instructions to conductors to nurse their poles assiduously 
ever after. ' 

The other point to which we object is the implied en- 
dorsement of the practice of insulating the trolley-boom 
from the socket, which is observed in some undertakings, 
with what object we have never been able to elicit with any 
kind of clearness. 

It is evident that with a pole insulated from the standard, 
and the standard connected to earth through earth lamps, 
or an equivalent warning device, if the insulation between 
the trolley-head and the pole breaks down from any cause, 
the potential of the pole rises immediately, but the earth 
lamps or indicators are not brought into operation, with the 
result that top-deck passengers run a certain risk of getting 
shocks, unless, indeed, the whole trolley boom is swathed in 
absurd wrappings of insulating tape at anything from 1s. 6d. 
to 4s. 6d. per Ib. 

We thought, until now, that the Board of Trade intended 
a warning to be given immediately the trolley standard, or 
the pole, became alive, but the impression seems to be in- 
accurate, in the light of the paragraph mentioned above. 

With the rccommendation to minimise the risk of acci- 
dents by reducing the number of overhead “traps to the 
utmost, we agree heartily, and we hope to see it followed up 
by the removal of the hundreds of V anchorages that still 
survive on the older roads. We trust that no road built during 
the last two years has anything of the kind to disfigure it 
and to increase the maintenance charges. 

Finally, we welcome most cordially the Board of Trade 
letter, ав a sign that the Railway Department is going to 
put a little more energy into its tramway work, and we hope 
that we shall have the honour to criticise such advisory 
documents more often in the future than in the past. 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 


(FROM OUR JOHANNESBURG CORRESPONDENT.) 


Johannesburg, duyust 17th, 1903. 


Potchefstroon.—The Government has invited tenders for the in- 
stallation of plant for the electric lighting of Potchefstroom, 
applications to be received up to the end of October. The Health 
Board considers this a serious and unnecessary delay, “like all 
Government work," one member remarking that the private com- 
pany would be supplying two-thirde of the town by then. The 
installation of the Potchefstroom Consumers E.L. & P. Co. is now 
completed, and Mr. Skirving, the resident magistrate, will perform 
the ceremony of switching on the lights in a few days. 

Bloemfontein (O.R.C.).—The Public Works Committee reported in 
favour of a system of tramways for the town. As to whether a 
concession should be granted or the tramways should be controlled 
by the Council was an open question, and it was decided to appoint 
а commission to visit the coast towne to ascertain how the systema 
were worked there, a sum of £200 being devoted for the purpose. 

Newcastle (Natal).—The installation of the electric light at New- 
castle is expected to be finished shortly. The work is being carried 
out by private enterprise, as are many other schemes now on hand 
in South Africa, The concession was originally granted to Mr. P. 
Herd, who later ceded his rights to the Newcastle E.L. & P. Co.; 
it runs for 11 years. At the expiration of the concession the Cor- 
poration has the right to expropriate, acquiring the whole at valua- 
tion, the life of the plant being estimated at 40 years. The plant 
consiste of two multitubular boilers generating steam at 120 lbs. per 
8q in., and generating plant consisting of two horizontalsinglecylinder 
engines, driving two 40-kw. compound-wound four-pole dynamos. 
The company have 700 lights already wired, and provision is made 
for plant to double the present capacity. Private consumers will 
pay 1s. per unit for the luxury, and for municipal purposes the 
charge will be 4d. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


` 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Taompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
gents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


18,294. “ Improvements in fuse blocks." J. Sachs. August 24th. 


18,250. “Improvements in thermal cut-outs.” E. A. Сакол. (The 
General Electric Co., United States.) August Hth, 

18,251. “Improvements in processes oí insulating coils." E. A. CAKOLAN. 
(The General Electric Co., United States.) August 24th. 

14253. “Improvements in magnetic controlling devices," E. A. CAROLAN, 
(The General Electric Co., United States.) August 24th. 


18,2254. “ Improvements in a combined socket-shell and shade-holders for 
incandescent electric lamps." E. A. CanoLAN. (The General Electric Co., 
United States.) August 24th. 


444 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (vol. 53. No. 1,346, SEPTEMBER 11, 1903, 


18,256. “Improvements in time-limit controllers for circuit-breakers.” E. A. 
CaROLAN. (The General Electric Co., United States.) August 24th. 


18,257. ‘Improvements in electric switches." E.A.CAROLAN. (The General 
Electric Co., United States.) August 24th. 


18,304. “А water-wheel for the generation of power for electricity or other 
purposes." A. PHILLIPS. August 25th. 
18,8189. Ап improved electric incandescent lamp." G. WaLLacE. August 


eo "Improvements in electric battery jars.” A. F. LLoyD. August 
18,323. ‘Improvements in machine for making battery grids." T. J. COSTER 
and SMITH StoraGE BATTERY Co. August 25th. (Complete.) 
18,334. “The electrical treatment of milk for the separation of cream." 
H. HUNT, В. Aston, M. Козе, and J. G. Howarp. August 25th. 
| 18,336. ‘Improvements in electrical interrupting devices for currents, par- 
ticularly those of high intensity." T. J. Мснрнү. August 25th. 


18,343. “Improvements iu electric vapour lamps." E. A. CanOLAN. (The 
General Electric Co., United States.) August 26th. 

18.341. Improvements in electric lamps." E. A. CanoLAN. (The General 
Electric Co., United States.) August 25th. 

18,354. ''Improvements relating to electro-magnetic rail brakes." С. A. 
Witpe. August 25th. 

18,376. “ An improved connection block for electric conductors, applicable 
also ав an insertion contact and ceiling rosette.” W. P. Тномгвок. (The 
firm of O. and H. Keller, Germany.) August 25th. (Complete). 

18,883. “Improvements in trolley pulleys for electric tramcars or railways 
to facilitate the finding of the trolley wire." W. Rnopzs. August 26th. 

18,390. “Improvements in the construction of electric insulators.” A. E. 
Mitton, R. WHITEHOUSE, and E, BLAKEMORE. August 26th. 

18,393. ''Improvements in electrical ndicating instruments.“ A. B. 
CARVER. August 26th. 

18,398. “Improvements in and relating to automatic electric signalling.“ 
H. HAWTHORN. August 26th. 

18,411. “Improvements in or relating to the steps of electric tramcars and 
like vehicles." J. F. Mason. August 26th. 

18,453. “Improvements in dynamo electric machines." C. Macxv, August 
27th. (Complete.) 

18,185. Improvements in secondary or storage batteries." H. WADE. 
(H. Rodman, United States.) August 27th. (Complete.) 

18,536. ''Improved means and apparatus for controlling clectric motors.“ 
O. Імвлт. (Bullock Electric Manufacturing Co., United States.) August 27th. 

18,550. Ап improved construction of commutator for dynamos and electric 
motors.” J. MacLean. August th. 

18,555. Improved section insulator for overhead wire systems of electric 
traction.” J. H. Lusy, W. Harris, and J.J. BALLARD. August 28th. 

18,556. Improved adjustable crossing for overhead wire systems of electric 
traction." J. H. Lusy, W. Harris, and J. J. BALLARD. August 28th. 

18.557. ‘Improvements in and relating to points for overhead wire systems 


of electric traction." J. H. Lusy, W. Harris,and J. J. BALLARD, August 25th. 


18,555. ‘* Improved clip for clamping or binding the wires to fittings in over- 
head wire systems of electric traction.” J.H. Lusy, W. HARRIS, and J.J. 
BALLARD. August th. 


18,581. "Improvements in a system for electric lighting of railway trains.’’ 
H. LEITNER aud R. N. Lucas. August 28th. 

18,586. "Improvements in porcelain and other electric insulators,” 
LaNcDoN, J. C. FULLER, and G. FULLER. August 28th. (Complete.) 


W. E. 


18,595. “Ап improved automatic electro- mechanical cut-out.” J. E. 
BPAGNOLETTI. August 28th. 
18.02. Improved carrier for an incandescent electric lamp." E. TAYLOR. 


August 28th. 

18.624. Improvements in electric lamps of the character known as vapour 
lamps or vapour arc lamps.” C. O. Bastian and A. E. SALISBURY. August 29th. 

18.625. ‘* An improvement of incandescent electric lamps to enable variation 
of their candle-power." T. W.BuLLock. August 29th. 

19,081. ** Improvements in or relating to trolley heads for electric tramcars.'' 
J. EAcGLES and J. EAGLEs. August 20th. 


18,653. Improvements in electric switchboards and fuseboards.” H. J. 
READ. August 29th. 
18,640. ‘‘Improvements in means for controlling electrically-operated 


elevators.” H. L. ERIKSEN and THE Company KoEroED HAUBERG, MARSTRAND 


AND HELWEG, AKTIESELSKABET, Tiran. August 29th. (Complete.) 
18,551. "Improvements in brush-holders for the commutators of dynamos 
and electric motors." J. MacLean. August 28th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
aoa e n High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
stamps), 


1902. 
2,310. ‘* Improvements relating to electric telegraphy.” A. Muirhead. Dated 
January 2th. 
9,515. "Improvements іп and connected with the prevention or minimising 


of sparking or the interruption of etheral telegraphic and other electric 


circuits.“ W. L. Wise. (K. Birkland.) Dated April 29th. 
10,137. ‘Shade or retlector for electric lighting." J. B. Goodwin. Dated 
May 2nd. 


10,201.€& ** Improvements in electrodes for use in electrolysis." J. Hargreaves, 


J. W. Stubbs, and J. Kearsley. Dated May 8rd. 


10.459. “Improvements in controllers for electric motors." H. J. Haddan. 
(D. Bergman.) Dated May 6th. 
11.101. *'Improvements in electric clocks." O. Romanze and F. S. Elliott. 


Dated May lith. 
11,819. “Improvements relatin 


ings of electrical apparatus.” 
May 24th. 


to the insulation of the conductors or wind- 
H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated 


11,821. ‘‘ Improvements in electrical brush-holders and brushes for use 
therein." H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co) Dated May 21th. 

11,822. ‘Improvements relating to the control of electro-motor and other 
electric circuits." H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,544. ‘Improvements іп or relating to devices for controlling electro- 
motors.“ Н. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

12,290. * Improvements in pressure regulating apparatus for electric mains.“ 
C. Turnbull. Dated May 29th. 

12,830. ''Electric motor-starting switch.” L. Rottenburg and Patterson, 


Cooper & Co., Ltd.a Dated May 3lst. 
12,752. “Improvements in testing the insulation of electric cables.“ 
Claremont and C. J.‘ Beaver. Dated June ith. 
13,539. "Improvements in electric wires.“ W. H. Hyatt. Dated June l4th. 
12.476. “Improvements relating to electric recording apparatus, chiefly 


designed for use in connection with electric measuring instruments." E. 
Weston and A. O. Benecke. Ө Dated May 31st. 


E. A. 


~ 


12,691. ''An improved process for the electrolytic decomposition of alkaline 
8 and apparatus therefor.” H. Cuenod and C. Fournier. Dated June 


12.765. Improvements relating to the distribution of electricity.” H. H. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 4th. 

12,766. ‘Improvements relating to apparatus for cleaning electric lamp 
filaments. H.H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 4th. 

12,817. Improvements in or relating to electrio switches." M. Mercier and 
W. О. Andrews. Dated June 5th. 

12,846. An improved controller and switch for electric motors.“ J. Bash 
and M. T. Medway. Dated June 5th. 


18,082. "An improved combined electrical switch and cut-out for street 
poles and the like." M. Railing and J. H. Collings. Dated June 9th. 

18,088. “Improvements in electric arc lamps." R. Hopfelt. Dated June 9th. 

18,527. “Improvements in electrical measuring instruments.“ British 
Thomson-Houston Co. (L. T. Robinson. Dated June l4th. 

18,666. Improvements in differential thermometers adapted for use as 
maximum demand indicators." G. C. Fricker. Dated June 16th. 

13,788. ‘‘ Improvements in electric lighting apparatus." H.H. Lake. (General 
Electric Co.) Dated June 17th. 

13,740. Improvements relating to insulating supports and conductors on 
sectional third-rail electric railways.“ H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) 
Dated Jane 17th. 


18,717. Improvements in automatic telephone exchange mechanism." 
R. Haddan. (Strowger Automatic Telephone Exchange.) Dated August 26th. 

18.858. Improved means for applying and removing the shade holders of 
electric incandescence lamps." J. W. Kirk. Dated June 18th. 

13,868. ‘Improvements relating to electric connections or couplings." H, 
Beau and C. Portillo. Dated June 18th. 

13,934, “Improvements in electric current transformers for high voltage 
circuits." British Themson-Houston Co., Ltd. (A. R. Everett.) Dated 
June 19th. 

14,141. “Improvements in or relating to electric switches and motor-starting 


devices." H. H. Lake. (Generai Electric Co.) Dated June 4134. 

14,373. ‘Improvements in the mode of and in apparatus for regulating the 
charge and discharge of storage batteries used in conjunction with dynamo- 
electric machinery for supplying electrical energy." Lancashire Dynamo and 
Motor Co., Ltd., and R. S. McLeod. Dated June 25th. 

14,319. “Improvements in electric incandescent lighting devices." C. 
Schwabe. Dated June 24th. 

14,874. An improved swivelling electrical collector trolley-head." National 
Rail and Tramway Appliance Co., Ltd., and P. McCullough. Dated June 25th. 

14,464. "Improvements in portable electric transformers." E. E. Maddox. 
Dated June 80th. 

14,529, “Improvements relating to electric ignition devices for motor cycles 
and other services." A. P. Maxtield and C. R. Garrard. Dated June 30th. 

14,688. ‘Improvements in the field-magnet oores of dynamo-electric 
apparatus.” K. Kishi, Dated July 3rd. 

15,325. Improvements in apparatus for controlling electric currents, chiefly 
designed for use in lighting the stages of theatres." L. Mornat. Dated July 9th. 

15,716. "Improvements in or connected with electric cable or conductor 
junction and like boxes." C. D. Burnet. Dated July 15th. 

15,749. "Improvements in sparking coil casings.” C. F. Splitdort. 
July 16th. 
16,014. 

power.” 


Dated 


„An improved form of wattmeter for the measurement of electrical 
C. V. Drysdale. Dated July 18th. 

16,492. ''Improvements in electrical cut-outs and regulators." 
and R. N. Lucas. Dated July 24th. 

16.740. Improvements in electro-magnetic motors and generators.” A. 
Zehden. Dated July 28th. 

17,222. "Improvements in electric cranes, winches and the like." F. W.8. 
Stokes. Dated August ith. 

17,888. “Improvements in systems of electrical distribution." 
(General Electric Co.) Dated August "7th. 

17,667. A new or improved maximum demand indicator for alternating 
electric currents.” C. J. Evans. Dated August 12th. 

17,697. “Improvements in maximum demand electrical indicators.“ H. H. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated August 12th. 


18,076. Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (M. O. Troy.) Dated August 16th. 


18,077. “Improvements in electric current collectors." British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (E. D. Priest.) Dated August 16th. 


18,079. '*Improvements in protective devices for electric circuits." 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (С. P. Steinmetz.) Dated August 16th. 


18,082, “Improvements in charging devices for storage batteries.” 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (H. Lemp.) Dated August 16th. 


H. Leitner 


H. H. Lake. 


British 


British 


British 


18,090. Improvements in electric meters.” British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (E. J. King.) Dated August 16th. 

18,229. "Improvements relating to field coils for dypamo-electric machines.” 
H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated August 19th. 

18,319. ‘Improvements in electric arc lamps." British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (R. Fleming.) Dated August 20th. 

18,321. “Improvements in systems of electrical distribution." British 


Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (C. W. Stone.) Dated August 2Uth. 


18,826. ‘Improvements in means for preventing creeping of electrio meters.” 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (A. D. Lunt.) Dated August 20th. 

18,824. “Improvements in systems of dynamo-electric machines.” British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (F. H. Jeanin.) Dated August 20th. 

19,110. "Improvements in electric arc lamps." F. J. Green. Dated 
Beptember Ist. 

20,287. * Improvements in selective calls for telephones and telegraphs.°’ 


W. Palmer and A. McClintock. Dated Beptember 16th. 


92,675. " Ап improvement in electric trolley heads with a disc-finding ap- 
paratus attached." J. T. Cherry and E. H. Clive. Dated October 18th. 


24,742. “Improvements in or connected with electric railways ог а mixed 
battery and conductor system.” W. N. Stewart and H. E. Dick. Dated 
November 11th. 

25,805. ''An electric heat indicator and fire alarm." G. A. Darby. Dated 
November 24th. 

26,476. "Improvements in or relating to overload conductors for electric 


railway and the like systems," С. de Kando. Dated December Ist. 


96,968. “А new or improved device for use in or with electrolytic apparatus." 
A. Wright. Dated December 5th. 


2,132. Means for applying electricity to the body superficially.” А. R. 
Mosler. Dated December 9th. 

27,540. “Improvements in or relating to arc lamps.” T. L. Carbone. Dated 
December 13th. 

27,720. “Improvements in electric batteries." D. H. Wilson. Dated 
December 16th. 

28,018. ''Improvementa in negative electrodes for electric accumulators and 


Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 
Dated December 18th. 


in the method of forming them.” (Soc. 


Anon. pour le Travail Electrique des Metaux.) 


28,167. ‘Improvements in electric system of sigualling for railways.“ 
H. G. Brown. Dated December 20th. 
28,731. ' Improvements in conduits or carriers for electric cables." W. Oates. 


Dated December 29th. 


, 789. Improvements relating to rheostats or heaters.” 
Dated December 30th. 


C. E. Freeman. 
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STREET TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. 


CoL. Crompton is nothing if not interesting, and in his 
paper on street traffic problems, which he has just read 
before the British Association, he puts before us several 
points which are undoubtedly deserving of some oon- 
sideration. He is of the opinion that in spite of the 
great increase in transportation facilities, a journey of any 
distance through the streets of a large town to-day, is more 
annoying and wasteful in time than it was 40 years ago. 
This is no new discovery, and the self-evident fact is 
probably the direct result of the improvements in methods 
of communication which have taken place during this 
period. The greater the facilities given to the public to 
travel the more they will use them, and, consequently, the 
more difficglt the solution of the problem of rapid transit 
becomes. This has been clearly demonstrated during the 
last few years in New York City. 

Col. Crompton divides the traffic of our large cities into 
two sections, namely, wheeled and pedestrian traffic; he 
refers to the various Sources of irregular traffic caused by 
people of leisure, who either walk or drive through the 
streets for exercise, shopping, visiting or sigbt-seeing, and 
he states that, in his opinion, this is one of the most 
difficult portions of traffic to control. We think he greatly 
exaggerates this difficulty ; in London it is the heavy van and 
"bus traffic which, in our opinion, is the most difficult to 
handle, and although police regulations exist, intended to 
separate fast and slow traffic, heavy vans and "buses are 
Btill hopelessly mixed up with the faster carriage, tramway 
and motor-car traffic. 

The author wishes that walking traffio on the footways 
should be free from obstruction, so as to allow of great 
variations of speed, or, in other words, to turn our footways 
into wider paths. Apparently he objects to the attractions 
of the shop windows which, we take it, he would like to 
abolish. Our experience of the London foot-ways does not 
agree with Colonel Crompton’s ; even in the busiest hours 
of the day a reasonable walking speed is always possible, 
although to run along the footways would probably be diffi- 
cult, and is, to our mind, quite unnecessary. Wequite agree 
with the author of the paper that something should be done 
to facilitate and quicken the enormous existing wheeled traffic 
of London, but we cannot see that another police department, 
and consequent additional “ red tape,” would be of very great 
assistance in advancing the solution of the problem. We 
think that greater powers should be conferred on the police, 
and that some of the existing rules regarding separation of 
fast and slow traffic should be much more rigidly enforced. 
The ideal conditions laid down in the paper are such that we 
are afraid they can never be attained in London, and in lay- 
ing down these conditions, Colonel Crompton appears to 
have overlooked the question of traffic having to leave the 
main thoroughfares for a side street, or of carriages, auto- 
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mobiles, or "buses ‘having to stop to take up or put down 
passengers. We quite agree with him that it is absolutely 
necessary that stringent rules should be laid down 
во ав to sort, and, as far! as} possible, divert, the slow 
traffic from the most crowded of our main thorough- 
fares. Rules should be enforced so as to minimise 
the waste of space when one vehicle overtakes and 
passes another, but Colonel Crompton’s idea of requiring 100 
yds, clear in front before a small-powered automobile could 
attempt to overtake a vehicle in front of it, is out of the 
question. Overtaking seems to us not only to depend on the 
accelerating power of the vehicles, but also to a large extent 
on the maximum speed which can be attained in different 
streets. 

A very weak spot in the regulation of our London 
traffic is found in “the vehicles drawn up for unload- 
ing at right angles to the street, and we certainly 
feel that in certain of our streets which are not purely 
bordered by warehouses, but which are thoroughfares, 
this practice should not be allowed during the hours 
when the streeta are used by the general public; in this 
we would go even further than Colonel Crompton, who 
apparently thinks that this prohibition should only apply 
to daylight hours. | ö 

To those who have to travel over the main roads leading 
out of London, the congestion caused by returning empties, 
such as heavy market garden vans, &c., is well known, and 
the heavy railway vans conveying goods to the various 
passenger and goods stations greatly add to this evil. 


Colonel Crompton apparently favours the Continental 
courtyard and poríe cochére system, but from our experience 
we consider that ite introduction in our narrow London streeta 
would do more harm than good. In connection with 
bicycle traffic, we have long thought that in crowded 
and congested streeta, particularly on greasy asphalt and 
wood paving, bicycle traffic should be restricted, as cycliste 
—especially ladies—often become a great source of danger 
to others as well as to themselves. 

The suggestions for relieving the congestion at 
crossings of main thoroughfares by means of “circuses ” 
are theoretically very interesting, and would, of course, be 
quite practicable were a new London to be laid down;to-day. 
With regard to his condemnation of the speed limit, 
and his contention that much greater safety and 
comfort would result if no speed limit were imposed, we 
think that for this to be practicable, it is necessary that 
vehicles should always be driven so as to be under perfect 
control, that they should be able to pull up within a given 
distance, the distance to depend on the density of the traffic 
in the streets ; also the severest penalties should be enforced 
for driving to the danger of the public. The closing remarks 
of Col. Crompton seem to show that he has been rather 
unfortunate in his experience in London. We have walked 
at all times of the day and night along the main thorough- 
fares of London, and in very few instances have we had 
to complain of foot passengers not always keeping to the 
right. This rule has been practically carried out, and 
more or less enforced ever since we can remember London. 
The suggestion that the crossing of streets should only be 
allowed to take place at fixed points and under the super- 
intendence and guidance of a special official, whom he calls a 
“ crossing keeper,” (we had nearly said sweeper), is one far 


too autocratic and savouring too much of German militarism 
to meet with our approval. The use of subways may 
slightly help matters, particularly in the case of women and 
children, but the additional trouble it would give to busy 
men, who compose a large proportion of the foot passengers, 
would ensure them being but little used. 

Col. Crompton, in his paper, has not touched upon what 
we consider one of the most important points, namely, the 
influence of electric tramways. We much regret this, as had 
he done so we doubt not that his paper would have been 
even more interesting. A few remarks were made on the 
matter in the course of the discussion, and from the short 
summary appearing on another page, it will be seen that he 
regards the electric tramway, as at present laid, as little 
better than a great obstruction. 

At present we cannot see that the public would Lenefit in 
any way by the replacing of electric trams with automobiles 
of any description. The carrying capacity per vehicle 
cannot be so great; the automobile must suffer always from 
having to,carry about its own generator of power, or a 
limited store in weighty containers; while under eqaally 
good conditions the mean speed, the acceleration, and the 
braking power, will be no better on the large passenger auto- 
mobile than on the rail-guided car. 

In large cities suffering from congestion, the time will 
come when street traffic is subject to close regulation, and 
to as great division into speed and weight classes as the 
width of thoroughfares will permit, when widened to any 
extent which may be commercially practicable. Then there 
will be recognised pointe in the length of a street at which 
traffico may cross the tramways, which will be tree from any 
interference by parallel traffic, and will be operated at speeds 
of 12 to 16 miles per hour. It seems probable that the 
trams will run on either side of the streets, as near to their 
customers as possible, although it will take a long time to 
break through the vested interests of the owners of 
carriages and business vehicles in the 9 ft. 6 in. strip 
set aside for them next the kerb for standing room. 

That great improvements in the way of street widenings, 
new thoroughfares, isolation and regulation of traffic, will 
be carried out within this century, no one who has seen the 
progress towards these ends made during the last century 
will be prepared to doubt; but there is going to be no revo- 
lution, as some would have us think, only the usual evolution. 


e UNDER the somewhat ponderous title 
Twenty-Five Yeare © Twenty-Five Years’ Progress in Final 
Propioa and Sanitary Refuse Disposal,” a paper 
was read in the Engineering Section of the recent British 
Association Congress, by Mr. W. F. Goodrich. Mr. Goodrich 
knows, probably, as much as anyone about the modern 
refuse destructor ; more, perhaps, than he knows about flies, 
which useful creatures he roundly abuses. That disease may 
be carried by flies from refuse tips to houses, and from the 
rotting carcases of horses on the veldt to military camps is 
perfectly possible; but even were it absolutely proved to be 
the case, there is another side to the question, which is роф 
decided by the off-hand exclamation “ во much for the so— 
called harmless fly.” It has been authoritatively stateci 
that ¿hree of those despised muck flies would dispose of the 
carcase of a dead ox in less time than a lion could, due, of 
course, to their amazingly rapid multiplication. 
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Thousands of dead horses and cattle rotting on the veldt 
would, in the absence of these and other natural scavengers, 
have probably decimated South Africa ; in comparison with 
which the deaths from enteric are a теге fly-bite. Similarly 
the deaths caused by the transmission of disease from refuse 
tips by flies are as nothing to the pestilences which would 
rage in the absence of these insects, 

The author is on safer ground when he deals with data 
relating to refuse destructors. Twenty-five years ago 
destructors had been adopted in two towns; at the present 
time 180 towns are provided with them. Of these, 63 are 
combined with electricity works, and 40 with sewage works. 
Says the author, The combination of a destructor with an 
electricity works has been the subject, of much discussion, 
and has been very severely criticised ; it may, however, be 
submitted that the most vehement critics have not stemmed 
the tide; on the other hand, criticism has done not a little 
toward removing misapprehension, and popularising the 
combination.” Whoever else it may be popular with, it is 
certainly not with the electrical engineers who run the 
stations. 

We have no criticism whatever to offer against the com- 
bination, so long as it is not sought to show that it is 
necessarily a profitable undertaking, and that to tack опа 
destructor to an electricity works means Electricity from 
Rubbish,” in the sense that the man in the street under- 
stands this expression. 

Let us by all means utilise the waste heat from destructors, 
but do not let us say that the heat costs nothing. If 
nothing better offers, an electricity works is better than 
nothing. But if, in order to make the most of the refuse, 
we put down a destructor twice the size we otherwise should, 
80 a8 to increase the power available ; if we instal batteries 
of larger capacity than we otherwise should, in order to store 
the energy of the waste heat ; the extra costs of these items, 
together with the cost of the boiler, which is not necessary 
to “ final and sanitary disposal" of the refuse, together with 
the additional flues, economiser and other adjuncts, must be 
debited to the electricity works, if the steam itself is not 
charged for. Referring to our correspondent of last week, 
we agree with him in the main. 
To add a refuse destructor to an electricity works, and 
then to say that, because fuel costa nothing—the sanitary 
department delivering it free on site—it is a profitable 
thing from the electricity works point of view, is a 
statement that can only be true under special conditions, 
conditions in which the total costs of destruction are 
less than the cost of coal and coal firing would be. 

We have no objections whatever to properly-designed 
combined stations, as such. 


WE can hear the occasional bumping 
of the Wolverhampton municipal craft as 
it is steered twixt innumerable rocks. The leading lights of 
the city have needed all the wisdom of the serpent in find- 
ing a way out of a difficulty of their own creating, and it is 
with a gasp of relief that we this week record the beginning 
of the end—of the first chapter—of the unfortunate surface 
contact tramway experiment. That the Council made a 
great mistake when its ambitions led it to try an untried 
thing, we have shown on more than one occasion ; that there 
are few local Councillors, capable of judging, who are not 
heartily sorry for their error and wish the system were at 
the bottom of the sea, we do not for a moment doubt ; but, 
above all, it has been demonstrated beyond dispute that 
other towns ought to profit by the failure of Wolverbamp- 
ton. Surely so colossal a municipal rate-aided error is 
not likely to be imitated elsewhere! The company has, of 
course, striven throughout the negotiations to obtain the 


W olverhampton's 
Bign-Post. 


Our point is simply this: 


best possible terms for itself, and we are not sure that 
the Council has not been wise in agreeing with its adversary 
in the manner outlined in the report on the subject, which 
appears in our ** Traction Notes" to-day. If the decision 
which is to come before a gagged special Council meeting— 
specially gagged by the misplaced authority, as it seems to 
us, of the town clerk—is confirmed, it will avoid the 
vexatious, cumbersome and costly machinery of arbitration 
and law by paying £22,000 to the company with which, 
presumably, it then severs its connection. 

But, as we have said, it is only the end of the first 
chapter. There will be many things to be said as time 
rolls along, particularly when the town finds iteelf handi- 
capped in establishing facilities for inter-communication with 
lines worked on other systems, 


* Іт never rains but it pours,” and the 
Central London Railway has been singu- 
larly unlucky during the last two weeks; the disaster at 
Paris was, in less degree, a misfortune to the C.L.R., and 
has been followed closely by three mishaps of an annoying 
but fortunately not serious nature. The first of these was 
recorded in our pages last week; the other two took place 
on Thursday evening last week, and were of a similarcharacter. 
At half-past six o’clock a train was being shunted from the 
up to the down line at the Bank Station, where the first 
accident occurred earlier in the week, and one of the coaches was 
derailed, cutting off the power current and causing a block. 
A trainload of passengers between the Bank and Post 
Office Stations had to walk along the track to the -former, 
and arrived at the street level within ten minutes of the 
accident occurring. The service was renewed between the 
British Museum and Shepherd’s Bush, but, as ill luck would 
have it, а similar accident took place at the British Museum 
cross-over at about 11 o'clock, and the temporary terminus 
had to be further transferred to the Marble Arch. The line 
was cleared during the night, and traffic was resumed 
throughout by 8 a.m. on Friday. 

The cause of the accidenta at the Bank Station seems to 
have been one which is well known to steam railway men, 
but was not anticipated in connection with the electrical 
trains ; it depends upon the use of a motor-car at each end 
of the train. Obviously, if the motors are equally loaded, 
each motor-car will propel half the train, so that while the 
forward half is being towed, the latter half is being pushed ; 
hence the two or three coaches at the rear of the train are 
to some extent deprived of the friendly lead,” so to say, 
that is given to those immediately following the leading 
car, and are free to take advantage of any irregularity in 
the track, such as necessarily occurs at a cross-over, and 
jump the rails. To avoid this in future, the forward motor 
will alone be used in shunting, and we have no doubt that 
this will put an end to the trouble. 

The mishap at the British Museum Station is said to 
have been due to a broken switch, which fouled the points. 

We have spoken of these mishaps as injurious to the 
railway company’s interests. We are, however, by no means 
sure that we ought not rather to regard them as highly 
beneficial ; for they have afforded opportunities for the display 
of the phlegm and freedom from panic which are inherently 
characteristic of the British race, on the part of the pas- 
sengers, and at the same time they have demonstrated the fact 
that, while accidents may happen on our underground electric 
railways, they need not be regarded as likely to endanger the 
lives of the passengers, or even the property of the company. 
Moreover, the precautions taken by the latter, in the shape 
of oil lamps in the carriages, electric lamps in the tunnels, 
and a gangway between the rails, have: been shown to be 
adequate for the purpose intended. In fact, we may even 
congratulate both the passengers concerned and the railway 
staff upon the excellent aud reassuring results of these 
unintentional experiments, with the pious hope that the 
latter are for ever ended, 


Troubles in the 
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THE CENTRAL STATION BATTERY. 
By A. J. ABRAHAM, A.M.I.E.E. 


SHOULD anyone visit all the direct current stations in the 
United Kingdom, which have been working for two years 
and upwards, he would be surprised to note the percentage 
of batteries which look as thongh they are almost reedy for 
the screp heap, and even more astonished to find that some 
of these have only been working for a little over two years. 
Now, although for the high initial cost the life of a first- 
class battery is an exceedingly short one, there is surely 
something very far wrong when well-known makes begin to 
collapse and shirk duty after a few years’ work. 

A central station has an advantage over private installa- 
tions in the way it maintains all its plant with the exception 
of the battery, but I have seen it stated in a report by a 
well-known expert that the average battery in a private in- 
stallation lasts in good condition nearly twice as long as the 
average one in а central station. The cause of this state of 
affairs is, without doubt, that the battery as it is now con- 
structed has a very trying life for this construction in a 
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central station. Unfortunately, in most cases this cannot 
be avoided without doing away with the sphere of useful- 
ness of the battery, and until batteries with a much longer 
life and smaller maintenance cost can be manufactured to 
undergo the severe usage of a station they must be put up 
with as they stand. But surely the first cost of accumu- 
lators makes it worth while to treat them with great care 
and watch over them continually. Nothing goes wrong so 
quickly, one might almost say mysteriously, as an unwatched 
battery, and such a little thing is liable to cause the. ruin of 
a cell; two plates will become partially shorted in some 
way—it may be through a dirty separating glass tube—the 
cell will, perhaps, gas with the others for quite a long while, 
but. the volts at the end of each charge very gradually 
decrease until the positive plate becomes soft and buckles; 
then, perhaps, it is noticed, but more often than not the cell 
is allowed to become dead. Of course, this is neglect, which 
arises through not booking the volts of each cell carefully 
at least once a week. In too many cases are the volts of a 
battery taken here and there, and the others ** just looked at 
to make sure they are gassing.” The cause of this neglect 
and dishonesty is undoubtedly that to take and write down 
the volts of a large battery is a monotonous and arduous 


undertaking. On account. of this, it is the practice in many 
stations to book a few cells every day at the end of the 
charge, so getting round the battery once a week. Anyone 
giving the matter a little thought will see that this method 
is entirely wrong ; how can the volta of cells be compared, 
when one batch was taken one day and another batch the 
next? To properly go round and write down the volte of a 
battery consisting of, say, 280 cells, occupies one man for 
over an hour, and during this peried current is in- lo raste 
through the battery. Messrs. The Walsall Electrical Co., 
Ltd., have now put on the market a patented cell recorder 
which will record on paper the volis of a 280-cell battery 
within 13 minules; every cell below 1:8 volts will be marked 
“ low,” and every cell above 2:5 volts “high;” between 
this range 1*5 and 2:5 volts it will record to 0°1 of a volt. 
In use, the recorder is laid across the cell and a key pressed 
down as in a typewriter. This device, as will be seen, is 
both a time saver and а battery saver, as none but the abso- 
lutely worthless could fail to record the volts of a battery 
under such an easy and rapid method. In addition to this, 
it is a strong and simple device with no delicate mechanism 
to get out of order; there is no ink, as in moet recording 
instruments, and the price is very low. 

Such an instrument will save great sums as regards cur- 
rent, time and battery maintenance, for it is not ignorance 
concerning the way defective cells should be treated, but 
failure to catch these cells in time to treat them, which makes 
the battery almost a defect in our central stations. There 
are, of course, cases of incredible ignorance on the part of 
persons put in charge of accumulators, as I pointed out in a 
former article, but these are happily getting rare. However, 
two and a half years ago, a man responsible for a battery in 
a large station informed me that battery makers bad so 
improved the construction of their cells that it was now 
possible to get 2°7 volts per cell.“ It is interesting to note 
that at the present time this battery is being overhauled by 
the makers, although it is not three years since it was first 
erected 


THE TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 


[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. | 


Leicester, September 12th. 


THE tbirty-sixth Trades Union Congress, which concluded at 11 
o'clock this morning, has been remarkable for the high tone of the 
debates, the absence of “ scenes," and the evident concentration of 
the labour forces on the capture of the legislative machinery. 
Underlying each resolution and expressed in nearly every speech 
was the belief that only in the return of labour members to the 
House of Commons lies the possibility of ameliorative legislation. 
An attempt to consolidate the forces necessary for this p 
could be found in the decision to establish a daily labour paper, 
and the enthusiastic endorsement of the work of the Labour 
Representation Committee. It is true that for the moment, at 
least, the machinery of the labour representation movement has - 
been captured by the extreme wing of the trade union movement, 
and a policy of so-called independence which is interpreted as . 
isolation has been adopted. But there are not wanting indications 
that the triumph of the Socialists is only temporary, and that ere 
long more moderate counsels will prevail. This fact, however, does not 
conceal the stil] more significant fact that all sections are bent on 
using their votes and money for promoting candidatures which shall 
favour labour legislation. Recent events have shown that this 
concentration will probably introduce into politics a new factor 
which will be almost revolutionary in its effects. Many subjects ` 
more or lees germane to trades unionism were dealt witb, such as 
the Bulgarian atrocities and international arbitration; and Mr. 
Chamberlain's new fiscal pro were condemned in a most un- 
qualified manner. The discussion on this latter question was very 
one-sided, and the decision was arrived at mainly on what one ' 
might call “ bread and butter” principles, but the fact emerged 
that the organised workmen of Great Britain have a keen eye on 
the Colonial 's policy, and, at present, are unanimously 
opposed to it. | 
As usual the Post and Telegraph employés were represented, the 
delegates in attendance being Messrs. C. H. Garland and E. J. Bart, 
Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association ; Mr. Cheeaman, Fawcett Asso- 


` ciation; Messrs. Stuart and Pratt, Postmen's Federation, and Mr. 


Lea, United Kingdom Postal Clerks Association. Althongh these 
delegates supported certain of the broader questions, such as Com- 
pulsory Arbitration, there was only one resolution directly bearing : 
on postal matters. This came up for consideration on Friday after- 
noon, and read as follows :—*'' That this Congress expresses its keen 
regret at the de^ision of the Postmaster-General to curtail the limit 
of special leave for the purpose of conducting the legitimate organi- 
sations among postal and telegraph servants, and in víew of the 
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fact that such leave is granted at no expense to the State, and 
causes no delay to the public work, this Congress regards the action 
of the Postmaster-General as being directed against the right of 
postal servants to combine, and begs the Postmaster-General to 
sanction such arrangements ss will give reasonable opportunities to 
the officials of the associations to transact their business.” In 
proposing the resolution, Mr. С. Н. Garland (London) said the 
resolution was one which touched very closely the fundamental 
principles underlying the Congres, viz., the right of combination 
among Government workers. There was no principle which the 
Congress guarded more jealously than the right of combination 
enjoyed by the workers represented there. At the last Congress in 
London it was decided that the Postmaster-General had put a 
slight upon the Parliamentary Committee of the Congress, and that 
he had refused the right of combination to his employés. He was 
not the only minister of the Crown who had taken up that attitude. 
Mr. Brodrick had done the same thing with regard to the employ és 
ofthe Army Clothing Department, and he thought, therefore, they 
should enter a very strong protest against the many insidious 
methods by which ministers sought to deprive employ és of the State 
of the rights enjoyed by outside workers. It was neceseary that he 
should explain in what way the resolution pointed to an attack on 
the rights of combination. It must be understood that the Post- 
master-General, in conjunction with other mini ters of the Crown, 
refused to receive as representatives of the men anyone who was 
not in the employ of the State. Thus they were limited in the 
choice of their Association officiala to men in the service of the State, 
and they could not have officials who would be able to travel to 
different parts of the country for organisation and other purposes, 
This they looked upon as a limitation of their rights of combination. 
The unions of the Postal service were built up on the assumption 
that an unlimited amount of leave— within, of course, reasonable 
limite—would be granted their officials, but the Department had 
now laid down a rule by which the amount of special leave was 
limited to 10 days. There were some 40,000 organised 
workers in the Post Office, with 50 and 60 Officials, and 
of these officials only 15 or 20 required more tban 10 days’ 
official leave in a year in order to carry on the necessary 
functions of their office. They asked the Postmaster-General to 
extend the limit to 20 days, but he had refused, preferring to give 
10 days if demanded to the whole of the employés of the Depart- 
ment rather than allow 20 days to those for whom the privilege was 
asked. This they looked upon as a blow aimed at combination 
amongst postal workers. It had already had disastrous effects in 
the Postmen’s Federation by preventing the members of their 
executive attending the necessary meetings. They, therefore, 
asked the Congress to pass this resolution, and thus to express its 
opinion that the action of the authorities amounted to an attack on 
the rights of combination in the Post Oflice, and at the eame time 
to assist them in getting the full and free nghts which they them- 
selves enjoyed. 

‚ Mr. Pratt (Postmen's Federation) in seconding, said his organisa- 
tion was in full sympathy with the resolution. Their Federation 
had suffered severely through the action of the Dapartment, because 
the amount of special leave now granted *was not sufficient to 
enable their officials to carry on the work of their society, and, con- 
sequently, their interests suffered. He earnestly hoped that the 
Congress, by affirming the resolution, would assist postal workers to 
secure proper rights of combination. 

As according to the rules of the Conference only two speeches 
were allowed on unopposed resolutions, a vote was at once taken, 
and the motion was unanimously agreed to. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
bs written on one side of the paper. Fres use of fictitious names, ge., 
тау be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express.] | 
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“E. H. T." writes:— When a patent is applied for ina foreign 
country;and refused on the grounds that the same idea bas been 
already patented, is the patent agent legally entitled to the fall 
amount of his fees, or should the fact that the patent was refused be 
taken into consideration? 

As E. Н. T." does not mention the name of the foreign 
country in which the patent was applied for it is difficult to furnish 
a strictly accurate answer to his question. The matter can only be 
dealt with in its general aspect, and in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of English law. If a patent agent were to consider an inven- 
tion, and, after making the requisite search, were then to undertake 
to procure a patent, failure might furnish an excuse for the non- 
payment of hie full charges. But it is conceived that the liability of 
a patent agent is not so stringent as this in an ordinary case, where 
he is simply retained to obtain a patent for a particular invention. 
He undertakes to exercise reasonable skill and care in order to test. 
the validity of any invention which may be submitted to him, and 
although he ought to be able to ascertain whether an invention had 

cen patented before, his omission to do so would not necessarily 
disentitle him to his fees. An attorney does not undertake to win 
his client's cause, nor does a doctor pledge himself to effect а com- 
plete cure; but the fees are the same in any event. 


" Fuseboard " writes:—‘ Will you kindly inform us through the 
medium of your paper if there is any permission necessary for fix- 
ing acable between the two roofs of opposite buildings, both build- 
ings under the same tenancy, and held under lease. The buildings 
are opposite, one on each side of a public street.” 

*,* The fact that the proposed wire will pass over a public street 
will probably make it necessary for Fuseboard " to take certain 
steps before placing it in position. It is anticipated that the urban 
authorities in the town where Fuseboard " carries on business have 
adopted the bye-laws made in pursuance of the Public Health Acts 
Amendment Act, 1890. Under those bye-laws notice in writing of 
every wire stretched above, over, along, or across any street must 
be given to the urban authority, signed by tbe owner of such wire 
or his agent, and containing particulars of the use or intended ово 
of the wire, the nature and position of the several supports, and the 
lengths of span between the several supports. Such notice must be 
given within one month after the wires are stretched. Every such 
wire must be so stretched as not to be at any point at a less 
height above the street than 30 ft. where it crosses the street, 
and elsewhere than 18 ft., except with the consent in writing 
of the urban authority. The bye-laws also provide that 
every wire must be securely attached to adequate supports of 
durable materiel and construction, and that such supports must be 
situate at distances of not more than опе hundred and fif!een yards 
apart, except in any case where the urban authority consent in 
writing to an increased length of span. Each support must be 
efficiently secured against forces due to wind pressure, change of 
direction of wires and unequal lengths of span. On reasonable 
notice being given by the urban authority to the owner of any wire, 
access at all reasonable times for the purpose of the inspection and 
examination of such wire or tube, and every support and other 
apparatus used in connection therewith, must be given or secured 
by such owner to the urban authority. their officers and servants. 

"Fuseboard " will be well advised to ascertain whether these 
bye-laws are in force in his district. If not, it is anticipated that 
he will be amply protected if he suspend his cable securely ata 
sufficient height to be out of reach of the traffic in the street. 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


STREET TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. 


Ir was perhapa unfortunate that on Thursday, September 10th, 
Section G did not adjourn for a short luncheon interval, and 
take the reading and discussion of Col. Crompton’s paper on 
Street Traffic Problems" when a larger audience might have 
been ensured, for when the author mounted the platform there 
were not more than a dozen listeners, pangs of hunger, or 
thoughts of an approaching garden party, haviog temporarily 
attracted away the majority of those who bad just listened to 
the reading of a lengthy but most important paper on '' Locomobile 
Design," by Mr. T. Clarkson. One by one some of the wanderers 
returned, having slaked their thirst or hurriedly devoured a sand- 
wich, so that by the opening of the discussion the faithful dozen 
may have become doubled. The discussion was brief, indeed the 
only part of any real value was the remarks made by the head 
constable of Liverpool. 

The CHAIZMAN of the section, Mr. C. Hawksley, had something 
to say about lamp-posts and tramway standards, whicb, when 
placed in the middle of the road, obstructed traffic. Omnibuses at 
present seemed to rule the speed of city traffic. Col. Crompton 
Buggested that court yards might cost more to construct than would 
the widening of the streets for their whole length cufliciently to admit 
of a vehicle standing on each side of the road. 

The HEAD CONSTABLE or LIVERPOOL, after referring to the 
powers possessed by the police in dealing with the traffic, said that in 
Liverpool they had a very busy electric tram traffic, and they had 
definite stopping places, which meant that a crowd of people collected 
at these points waiting for the trams to come; they then rushed across 
the footways to their own danger and were also a hindrance to other 
traffic. That was a matter that would have to be considered some 
time or other, as it made a road practically a railway at certain 
points. He considered that the faster street tratlic travelled, the 
safer it was. They had that experience in Liverpool. The number 
of accidents had considerably decreased since the introduction of 
the electric trams, though they had twice as many vebicles. Tho 
electric tram had educated all classes of the public to exercise 
greater care on the highways. They, as the police authorities, had 
to reconcile the claims of every class of traffic to ite share of the 
road. | 

Another speaker thought that municipal authorities, before 
reducing fares, should widen out the thoroughfares, and make the 
cost of doing во a charge upon the capital of the tramways, letting 
the user of trams pay for it. 

Col. Crompton bimself was not disappointed that his paper had 
not been seriously contradicted in any way, because the matter was 
becoming a very serious and pressing one. He said that municipal 
authorities, after having stayed very much behind for years, rushed 
to obtain salvation from electric trams placed anywhere and every- 
where, hoping to make them pay at any price, quite regardless of how 
much the public convenience suffered from them. If there had been 
expert authorities who could have advised on the matter, it might 
have prevented the highways of the country from being blocked, as 
they had been, by tramways, which were laid in ways where they 
would always be hindrances. The municipal authorities were the 
greatest obstructors. He had repeatedly put forward the view that 
there was a necd not only for a central authority for the roadways, 
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but an equal need fora central authority for controlling the traffic in 
the streets. The only chance of securing rapid locomotion was to 
give the police more powers. 


THE USE OF ALUMINIUM АВ AN ELECTRICAL 
CONDUCTOR. 


By Joux B. C. Kersuaw, F. I. C. (London). 
(Read before. Section G, September 14th.) 


Introduction.—The increasing use of aluminium as an Electrical 
conductor for bare overhead transmission lines, especially in the 
United States, and the claims made for this metal as a substitute 
for copper, led the author, in October, 1899, to commence a series of 
exposure tests at two localities in Lancashire, England. | 
These tests were made in order to ascertain the resistance to 


TanLE I.—WoRLDb's PRODUCTION, AND AVERAGE PRICE OF ALU- 
MINIUM, EACH YEAR OF THE PEBIOD 1890—1901. 


Production in| Price per 1Ь. 


Year. metric tons | in pence in Remarks.* 
of 2,204 lbs. U.S.A. 
1890 165 — 
1891 233 75 
1892 487 49 _ 
Average quality 
1893 715 37 ‘93 to 164 per cent. Si. 
32 to 1'66 per cent. Fe. 
1894 1,240 30 
1895 1,418 274 
1896 1,789 20 
1897 3,394 173 
Average quality 
1898 4,033 1ti E to ‘13 per cent. Si. 
12 to ‘32 per cent. Fe. 
1899 6,807 16: 
1900 7,743 16 
1901 7,940 153 
1902 8,000 — 


From the Mineral Industry Annual," Vols. viii. to xi. 
* From Comptes Liendus, 1898. Moissan's Tests. 


— — ee — — 


Composition and form of sample. 


Changes § 


Taste II.—RE8sULTS OF ExPOSURE TESTS ON ALUMINIUM AND OTHER WIBES AT WATERLOO, LIVERPOOL. 


Changes § | 


corrosion offered by commercial aluminium rod and wire under the 
conditions obtaining, with exposed bare overhead wires. Samplesof 
aluminium rod and wire were obtained from the principal English 
firms, and in order to make the series of observations more com- 
plete, samples of galvanised iron wire, and of copper, and tinned 
copper wire, were also submitted to atmospheric influence. The 
methods of observation and the results obtained during the first 
exposure period (from October, 1899, to August, 1900), were 
described by the author in a paper read before the London Insti- 
tution of Electrical Engineers on January 10th, 1901. This paper 
was reported in most of the English and Foreign Technical 
Journals. Reprints of the paper, and of the discussion upon it, are 
available for those specially interested in the subject, and will be 
given to any who make personal application for them. 

The present paper is the record of the observations made since 
the date named above, and contains the chemical and physical tests 
of the aluminium wires exposed at Waterloo, Lancashire, together 
with the results obtained during two further periods of exposure 
namely, from August 22nd, 1900, to November 6th, 1901, and from 
November 9th, 1901, to December 4th, 1902. 

Since it may be considered unnecessary to repeat much of the 
information contained in the Electrical Engineer's Paper of 
January, 1901, the author proposes to treat the present paper ae a 
continuation of that of 1901,and to simply bring the tables and 
information of the earlier paper up to date. 

I. Production and Price.—Table 1 of the 1901 Paper dealt with 
the world production and average price of alominium in U.S.A. 
down to 1899. This table has been extended to the year 1902, and 
copies of the extended table are now in your hands. You will 
notice that no material alteration in the price of aluminium bas 
occurred since 1897, although the production has materially 
increased. It would, therefore, appear that '' bed-rock prices have 
been reached by the present methods of production. A cheaper 
method of preparing refined alumina for the baths is required, 
before any further reduction in price of the metal can occur. 

II. Relative Costs of Copper and Aluminium.—As regards the 
relative costs of copper and aluminium, the formula given in the 
1901 paper for calculating the relative prices of equal lengths of 
the two metals, of equal electrical capacity, was as follows :— 


Se ae 
SXpxo 
where 8, P, and c represent the specific gravity, price, and con- 


ductivity of copper, while s, p, and c represent the corresponding 
values for aluminium. 


— 


First exposure. Oct. 13, 1999, to Aug. 16, 1900. 2nd exposure. Aug. 22, 1900, to Nov. 6, 1901. 8rd exposure. Nov. 9, 1901, to Dec. 4, 1902. 


Changes § 


in weight. Remarks. in кешн Remarks. | in weight. Remarks, 
Aluminium rod gin. diameter, Nil. + 11% | Badly pitted and cor- |+ 03 Badly pitted and cor- 
‘> roded, especially on ! » roded, especially on 
n in. „ 7 13% These five samples |+ 18% | undersides of rods. + 02575 | undersides of rods. 


were all pitted, especi- 
ally on the undersides 
were water drops had 
collected and dried. 


Aluminium wire, No.1 sample: + 41 


This sample was withdrawn for physical and chemical teste, August, 1900. 


This sample was withdrawn for 


| 
| 
| 
" No.2 , | Ni. х 50% | Badly pitted and cor- physicaland chemicaltests Nov. 1901. 
| $ roded, especially оп 
No.3 „ | + 55% Nil |) undersides of wires. + 33% Badly pitted and cor- 
" | | ' > roded, especially оп 
i No. 4 „ | — — — | — + 87 undersides of wires. 
Galvanised iron wire, No. 1 | T TET | 46% | 54%, 
sample — 157 o change in appear- |— 46% : |= No in _ 
Galvanised iron wire, No. 2 ' i ance to the eye. | Eo e (ec s appear | ance io he ey оаа 
sample — 16% — 80% || ye — 11095 
| А А 
; ; аз ; Tinned copper wire no 
Copper wire No. 1 sample... Nil. ] коо A dedii NE: ‚ | longer distinguishable 10% | Wires indistinguish- 
Tinned copper wire No. 1 Nil f toded. Vl 06% abie; both-qmite bisck. 
: 1 both coated with fine 
| 


sample | 


= — — — 2242 ͤ ͤ— — — —½-5 


Tasir III. — CHEMICAL. AND Puysical. TESTS OF THE ALUMINIUM 


Chemical tests. 


| 


| 


| 


| 
No. of | | Diameter | 
sample of, Where obtained, and date. | in Per tent Por cent 
alumini- inches. | Eo Si ° 
um wire. | | | : | : 
| 
х : І аай 
| | 
No. 1.... . British Aluminium Co. 129 2°00 | 1:06 
| 1809 | | 
| | Qualitative teats only 
No. 2.... British Aluminium Co. 130 — Si. Fe. Na. traces 
1829 of Mn. and C. 
No.3... T Bolton & Cc., 1899 . 112 { 2 7 
pne | “41 | 112 
No. 4.... Callipe & Dettmar, 1901 126 | | 40 A 146 


: | | | 


М№отеѕ—1. Owing to the corrosion, no “ Relative Conductivity " teste after exposure were reliable. 


н 
| 
D 


8 + equals gain, — equals loss. 


WIRES USED ғов THE: Exposure Tests AT WATEBLOO, LIVERPOOL. 


black deposit of CuO. | 


! і 


^ — M —M — — — — — — — 


Physical testa. 


| f ; Linear resistance— Mi- 
R gos Tensile | Breaking load in kgs. | ofolits Der meite at 15 C. 
elative strength, Я ЗВУ З vu E 
pes E tons per | Before After | Before After 
| Bram | exposure. exposure, exposure. exposure. 
i [ И A i | 
519? 7 15750 2 2 
| | | 
540 у 1193. ; 595 | 3870 43: 
| 59-1 | 1186 — 160:5 | 1552 | 3,87 | 330 
| i | 
5  [ BY | 14225 | 1410 | 4/45 | 400 
„ f 1172 " | E 
57:6 1 117 | 1470 1475 3,700 3500 
| 


2. Chemical tests of Nos. 1, 3 апа 4, by J. В. C. Kershaw, of No. 2 by the National Physical Laboratory Chemists. 
3. Physical Testa of Nos. 2, 3 and 4 by National Physical Laboratory officials. 
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Inserting the latest figures* for these values in the formula given 
above we have— 


893 x 66 х 59 _ 34,773 _ 816 

2:68 x 159 x 100 42,612 1,000 
as the price ratio of the two metals when used for electrical pur- 
poses, and copper is seen to be the less costly metal. The price of 
electrolytic copper has, however, undergone such striking variations 
during the last twelve months that this ground of superiority over 
aluminium may be lost before this paper is read. 

III. Installations of Aluminium for Conducting Purposes.— With 
reference to installations of aluminium for conducting purposes in 
place of copper, the following must be added to the list of bare 
transmission lines given in the earlier paper :— 

1. Niagara Falls and Buffalo, U.S.A., 15,000 н.р. transmitted 
22 miles. Three aluminium cables; three-phase transmission at 
22,000 volts. Each cable made up of 37 strands of aluminium 
wire. 

2. Snoqualmie Falls and Seattle, California 12,000 m.P. trans- 
mitted 32 miles at 30,000 volts. New aluminium transmission line. 

3. Sarno, Pompeii and Forre Annunziate, Italy. Transmission of 
450 H.P. 12 miles at 3,600 volts. 


4. Lewiston and Auburn Electric Co., US A. 21 miles. 
5. Boston and Maine Railroad, U.S ^. 20 miles. 
6. Boston Electric Lighting Co., U.S.A. 100,000 lbs. 


7. Bhawinigan Falls and Montreal, Canada (under construction). 
Transmission of power 84 miles at 50,000 volts. It is stated that 
250,000 lbs. of Aluminium will be required for this line, which is to 
be made up of seven atrands of No. 6 wire. 

8. Massachusetts Electric Co. 500,000 Ibs. 

9. Old Colony Street Railway Co., Ms. 10 miles. 

The author has heard of ouly one installation of bare alumi- 
nium conductors for power transmission in the United Kingdom or 
in Germany, outside of the works manufacturing the metal. 

IV. Durability Tests of Aluminium and other Metals under Atmos- 
pheric Ev posu re. — As regards the durability tests of aluminium and 
other wires, commenced in October, 1899, the following details from 
the original paper are given in order to enable those present to 
understand the methods of observation employed. 

„Tae rods and wire were cut into 2-ft. lengths, and were mounted 
upon glass insulators in two frames, so that their position was 
parallel one to the other, and all were horizontal with regard to the 
ground. 

" Fig. lis & photograph of one of those frames containing the 
sample wires. The frames carrying the wires were so placed that 
the drops of water collecting upon the wires in wet weather could 
not by any chance pass from one wire to another, and thus bring 
electrolytic action into play. Each length of wire was carefully 
marked, and weighed before commencing the exposure, and the 
weights recorded. The one frame with its nine insulated sample 
wires was exposed upon the roof of a building in St. Helens, 
Lancashire, from October 11th, 1899, to August 23rd, 1900; and the 
second frame was similarly exposed at Waterloo, Lancashire, for the 
same period of 10 months. 

The climate of St. Helens is probably too well known to need 
description; but it has improved considerably in recent years 
owing to the closing of several chemical works. The place in which 
the wires were exposed is now singularly free from chlorine and 
hydrochloric acid gases. 

Waterloo is on the Mersey, six miles north of Liverpool, and its 
atmosphere is that of an ordinary west- Country seaside town, plus 
much sand. During the exposure period of 10 months the frames 
were not touched or moved. At the end of this period the wires 
were removed from the frames, cleaned from the soot and dirt of 
all kinds which had accumulated upon them, and after thoroughly 
air-drying, were re-weighed. 

The second set of wires which were exposed at St. Helens, were 
unfortunately destroyed in 1901 during repairs to the rcof upon 
which they were placed, and consequently the exposure tests have 
only been contint ed at Waterloo. 

Tables II. and III. contain the results obtained with the Water- 
loo set of wires and rods, during the three exposure periods extend- 
ing from October, 1899, to December 4th, 1902, and the facts and 
figures given in these two tables deserve careful consideration. 


Summarising the results recorded in Table II., we may say that all 


the samples of aluminium gained in weight during exposure, and 
that all were pitted and corroded, especially on the under side 
where the water drops had collected and dried. The rods appeared 
to have suffered rather Jess than the wires, and it is therefore pro- 
bable that in the course of drawing down into wire the aluminium 
undergoes physical change. 

The sample of aluminium wire marked 4, though purer than the 
other samples, was nevertheless badly corroded at the end of one 
years exposure. The samples of this wire, after one year’s exposure, 
and of the two aluminium rods after three years’ exposure, are here 
for your inspection and comment. 

The galvanised iron wires though unchanged in appearance to the 
eye, gradually lost in weight—this loss being a progressive one, and 
greatest in the third year. The two samples, after three year's 
exposure at Waterloo, are here for your inspection. 

The copper and tinned-copper wires, judging by the weight 
method of testing, stood exposure best, but the latter wire had lost 
neatly the whole of its tin covering by the end of the second year; 
aad the wires, as you will see, are now indistinguishable. 

Table III. contains the results of the chemical and physical testa 
made with the aluminium wires, Nos. 1 to 4. The most striking 


* Prices of the metals in rod form, July 31st, 1903 :— 
Copper, £66 per ton. 
Aluminium, £159 per ton. 


1 


feature of these results is, the high percentage of impurity, and the 
low relative conductivity of the samples of aluminium, sold for 
conducting purposes in the United Kingdom in the year 1899, and 
the slight deterioration both in breaking load and in conductivity 
during exposure. No.1 wire was evidently alloyed with iron to in- 
creasejits tensile strength; but the 1 per cent. of silicon was an un- 
necessary and harmful impurity. The low relative conductivity of 
51 for this wire, is only what one would expect with a sample, con- 
taining over 3 per cent. of silicon and iron. 

It may be urged that had samples of the purest aluminium con- 
taining only traces of iron and silicon been submitted to exposure 
the resulta would have been materially better. 'The object of the 
investigation was, however, to test the durability of commercial 
aluminium ; and the sample of wire obtained in London in 1901, 
though containing only 55 per cent. of silicon and iron, has not 
undergone one year's exposure at Waterloo without extensive and 
deep corrosion. 

V. Conclusions.—The author does not wish to base any unfair con- 
clusions upon the result obtained in these exposure tests. He may, 
however, claim to have proved that some of the aluminium rod 
and wire which was being manufactured and sold in England for elec- 
trical purposes in the years 1899 and 1901 was notable to stand atmos- 
pheric exposure on the coast of Lancashire without corrosion. It is 
only a fair deduction from these exposure tests to assert, that 
aluminium manufacturers have yet to prove tbe metal to be a 
satisfactory and durable substitute for copper in bare overhead 
transmission lines, or for electrical work which involves exposure to 
climates near the coast. 

The author's thanks are due to Dr. Glazebrook, of the National 
Physical Laboratory, London, for assistance received in the course 
of this investigation. 


DIScussION. 


Mr. B. Horkinson, speaking of the use of aluminium wire for 
tramway purposes, said he had had some experience in using alu- 
minium on tbe Leeds city tramways, but it had had to be dis- 
carded. It was found necessary to use a epecial section of wire and 
to grip the wire with mechanical ears. That was overcome, and so 
was the difficulty in joining the lengths together; but they found, 
when in actual use, a serious difficulty arose because of the high co- 
efficient of expansion of aluminium. They found in hot weather, 
that the wire sagged down to a serious extent; far more than 
was desirable on a tramway. Then the officials had to take it up 
to reduce the sag, but when cold weather came the aluminium drew 
itself out, and when the hot weather came again it sagged again. 
The next difficulty they found was that the aluminium wire was 
worn by the trolley wheel which rubbed away the protective coat 
of oxide; but the principal difficulty was that connected with the 
expansion of the wire. 

The CHAIRMAN: Were any attempts made to neutralise the 
effects of the expansion by putting in a correcting length? 

Mr. Horxinson: No, the wire could stretch beyond its limit. 

The CHAIRMAN: With regard to the weight of snow—did they 
deal with that ? 

Mr. HorxiNsoN: As far as his experience went, they never had 
any trouble at all with snow on the trolley wires. 

The CHA1BMAN : The snow that came during the night would not 
be shaken off. 

Mr. HorkiNsoN: The thickness of snow requiced to make a 
serious difficulty was very large. They had not found that to be of 
any importance at all. 


THE ELECTRICAL CONDUCTIVITY OF CERTAIN ALU- 
MINIUM ALLOYS AS AFFECTED BY EXPOSURE TO 
LONDON ATMOSPHERE. 


By Ernest WiLsoN, Professor of Electrical Engineering, 
King’s College, London. 


(Read before Section G, September 14th.) 


Тнк physical properties of certain light aluminium alloys have formed 
the subject of previous communications,* and, as stated therein, a 
specimen of each alloy was placed on the roof of King’s College, 
London, in order to investigate the effect of exposure to London 
atmosphere. The specimens are in the form of wire 0'126 in. 
(3:2 mm.) diameter, and were placed on the roof on June 11th, 1901. 
They were taken down and tested on July 23rd, 1902. "This paper 
gives the results of another year's exposure. It was shown that 
during the first year’s exposure the series of copper-aluminium 
alloys (Nos. 16, 4, 13, 14, 15) diminished conductivity to a greater 
extent the greater the percentage of copper. It will be seen from 
the subjoined table that this process has progressed still further, but 
that the variation during 1902.3, expressed as a percentage of the 
value found in 1902, is smaller than the corresponding quantity in 
1901-2. In the 1902 communication it was shown that alloys 
Nos. 21, 22 had not diminished conductivity by exposure. ‘They 
have now done so. On the other hand, alloy No. 23 has not 
changed during 1902-3, whereas it diminished conductivity 2:34 
per cent. during 1901-2. The Mn series (Nos. 9, 10, 23): 
have changed very little, and No. 23 hasa comparatively high 
breaking load of 35,300 lbs. per sq. in. The Ni series (Nos. 7, 8, 20) 
bave also changed very little during 1902-3. For exposed light 


— —— — — — —̃ä— — — 


t See Journal Institution of Electrical. Hug ineers, 1902, Part 154, 
Vol. XXXI.; also British Association R: ports, 1901-1902; also 
Journal of Society of Arts, December 13th, 1201. 
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aluminium alloys the results confirm the conclusion previously 
arrived at—namely, thet copper alone should not be used in com- 
paratively large quantity. 


Engineers last year. He replied that though I was quite right in 
my statement that most writers on physics had got hold ofa wrong 
idea of entropy, the matter was merely pedagogic, and therefore he 
would not discues it in print. A question of pedagogy would be 


| 


—— — 


—— Tass ais . 


- А Ж outside the province of a mere engineer; but as it is not really a 
8 FEL pene 15 "i eise: 2 8 question of method of teaching young men at colleges, but of giving 
8 gu 8 ZW eee С clear ideas to scientifio men who are not specialists in thermo- 
$ Алуан; $28: d д F $ = |gog dynamics, the subject is of real scientific importance ; and I will- 
4 2 8 Ed 888 18 82 S82 283 ingly acceded to the request of the committee to open this diecus- 
5 о В 2 98 | BES | BES В 7 2 Aion; and with the view of facilitating matters, I have written out 
$. "Ab | РА 8 Li 45 | 243 EE 9 25 this paper for circulation beforehand. 
o + 
Fe. — Ni. 2 8 2 S8 22 [S8 ЯЗ [Д à PRESENT OR ORTHODOX TREATMENT. 

| The study of thermodynamics suffers from the historical develop- 
16 |0:31|0:37,011| — 292 1:04 0:65 1:69 | 26,600 ment of tbe science. During the first half of last century the 
4 |0:380:25:0:16| — 2:88, 1:86 | 110 | 2°98 | 25,700 principle of the conservation of energy was on its trial, and, 
13 (0:38/0725/1:58| — 334 | 3:49 179 533 | 39,000 though he soon discovered his mistake, Carnot had supposed that in 
14 (0400311186, — 325 | 5°24 | 1:52 | 684 | 40,600 mis cycle as much heat came out of the working substance as went 
15 2:61| — 331 | 720 277 | 1015 | 43,500 in. I pretend to no knowledge of the history of thermo-dynamics, 
1 017| — 2:80, 354 | 105 | 4682 | 28,100 bat it looks as if Clausius, realising that the heat is not conservative 
2 0˙430˙280 30 — 294 | 207 3:09 584 | 30,500 ina Carnot cycle, found a function, 6, which is. Then came the 
5 |0°43/0°39:0 09) — 3'07 |. 233 |. 114 | 350 | 26,000 question of the second law and the best way of formulating it, and 
7 {0'37/0'25:0 05/075, 3°05 | 122 073 1:906 | 29,700 the whole discussion centred round the Carnot cycle with do/T a 
8 |0:35/029,0709|1-19. — 3°24 | 210 0:11 2:22 | 33,700 complete differential. Instead of s, Q and T I will use , H and б 
20 (0871 10006225 — 3'18 | 1°55 | 023 | 1°78 | 38,600 in this paper, as Q is generally used in other branches of physics 
24 03511160709 — 297 | 0765 | 076 | 1°53 | 31,300 for the quantity factor of energy, not for energy, and т for kinetic 
3 (037|0:28/0:59| — 3'06 | 2:52 0:82 3:96 | 30,500 energy; and if ¢ is used for entropy, 0 may well be used for 

6 |0:39/0:3100763| — 312 | 202 | 012 | 214 | 30,900 temperature, as by Rankine, Maxwell and others. 
17 (0:35/0753,0:10/0:83| — 3:03 | 0:63 0:50 113 | 31,700 The first matter generally is to state the law of the conservation 
12 |0:31/0:59,019]1 09, — |0773, 3:88 | 1:26 1:02 2:24 | 31,700 ot energy and to define “heat.” Here there is a complete failure. 
18 /0:43/0740/0:21]]13, — [1:94 3:24 | 2:29 107 338 | 34,500 The definitions and explanations really come down to saying in а 
19 03500290112:01 — [177 3°26 | 260 | 081 | 343 | 36,200 more or less roundabout and complicated way that heat is what 
11 |039/0:560:24|2;31, — |038| 3°48 | 1°95 0:425 | 2°38 | 34,500 makes things hot. In its way this would be quite a nice and all- 
22 |0 37/0°43/1°08/1'29) — 3°41 |—1:42 3 96 2:48 | 45,900 sufficing definition, but it is not adhered to at all. The domination of 
21 0392:570:10139 — 3:24 —0:97 | 3°28 | 227 | 42,200 name comes in. The increase of internal energy necessary to produce 
10 0.320˙540 02 — (0°05) — | 309 | 0783 | 031 109 | 29,200 а change of (physical) state, such as melting ice, was called heat 
9 o 310 35003 — (035; — | 330 | 1:94 |—0°55 1:39 | 30,500 before thermodynamics began. Objectors to the caloric theory, I 
23 1044/0 560009 — (1°78) — | 3:49 | 2:34 0°00 2'34 35.300 think, refused to call this energy heat, in order to annoy their 

A1.*0:140:31 — | — 276 | not ex- 9-70 — | 98,200 


opponente; but when the caloric advocates disappeared by dying 


DISCUSSION, 


Mr. WILSON said that the particulars given in Mr. Kersbaw's 
paper referred to aluminium which was exposed near the sea, and 
he thought the tables given did not show that aluminium was 
seriously at fault. In Table IIL, No. 4, the increase of electrical 
resistance during the three years worked out at 1:6 per cent. 
Before exposure, it took 147 kgs. to break the wire aud after 
exposure, 147:5. That was the actual load. He (Mr. Wilson) 
argued that that was a stronger wire after the test than it was 
before, and its electrical resistance had gone up only 1:0 per cent. 
He thought that was a very good wire. Mr. Kershaw had given 
the variation in the value of the weight; it would have greatly 
assisted them if he had given the variation in the electrical 
resistance. Comparing one thing with anotber, he thought there 
was nothing seriously wrong with the aluminium wire given. The 
conditions of aluminium were being improved nearly every day, 
and the metal was being got more pure. There was a very large 
„amount of aluminium installed in the United States, and he heard 
the other day, that a quotation had been asked for, for а very 
large quantity for an overhead line in the United Kingdom. 

Mr. J. В. C. Kxasnaw said that the sample of aluminium marked 
* 4" in Table III, was only exposed one year, not three years; but 
if they would look at the previous samples, they would find that 
the percentage had increased 7 or 8 per cent. Afterexposure for 
three years No. 2 had gone up to 4,330 microhms per metre, 
and wire No. 3 had gone up to 4,900. There was a consider- 
able increase. Tbose were the two wires which had been 
up three years. With wire No. 4 tbe increase would have gone 
on slowly, because it was a better wire. He had no doubt that 
some of the deterioration of the wire at Waterloo was due to the 
atmosphere, and, therefore, he argued tbat aluminium wire near 
the sea coast would be rather dangerous, and he could not advise 
electric power companies to adopt it yet. | 

A Mremper remarked that it occurred to him, on looking at Mr. 
Kershaw's figures, to ask whether the sand had any effect on the wires ? 

Mr. KrnsHaw: No; they were in a sheltered spot. He did not 
tbink the sand would carry sait. 

Mr. WiLsoS: The variation in No. 3 was 3:28 per cent. in three 
years; but his inference from that was that the metal was not pure. 


Mr. KEB8SHAW: It was commercial metal. In Table III. it was 
clearly stated. 


THE REVERSIBILITY OF THERMODYNAMICS. 
By J. SWINBURNE. 
(Read before Section A, September 11th.) 

A NEw way of looking at an old subject can do no harm, and may 
do, and generally does, a great deal of good. In this paper it is 
submitted that the ordinary discussion of the science of thermo- 
dynamics makes the subject unnecessarily obscure, and leads to all 
sorts of er:ors; and its object is to propose a different treatment 
which, it is hoped, would make the science more easily understood. 

There is no branch of physical science so commonly misunder- 
stood, not only by studente, but also by scientific men of consider- 
able standing, as thermodynamics, Some time ago I asked an 
eminent authority on the Continent to join in a discussion on 
entropy waich had arisen out of a note to the presidential address I 
had the honour of delivering before the Institution of Electrical 


out, or perhaps by being occasionally convinced, increase of interaal 
5 latent heat again; and then the increase of internal 
energy and the external work together became latent heat, having 
a symbol o, or K, to itself, so that increase of u where there is no 
chemical change is heat, and the external work done per degree rise 
of temperature is part of the latent heat of the body, so the 
definition goes by the board, and heat that makes things hot is called 
“ sensible,” perbaps as a stigma on the other kinds of heat. The 
definition of heat is thus wanting; I will quote from some corre- 
spondence I had with one of our leading mathematical authoritios 
on thermodynamics.  ' What is wanted is a definition of heat. 
Сап уоп define eat? If you can give a definition which will make 
it perfectly clear what ts heat and what їз not heat, you will be doing 
good work. But you must cover all possible cases.” The italice are 
his. Now what does my correspondent want? There are two classes 
of definition in science. One is a mere verbal distinction which fits 
pre-existing ideas and conveys no information. For instance, every- 


one in the room has, no doubt, a perfectly olear. idea of what energy 


is, and also knows what is energy and what is not, in any 
given case; bat to define energy во as to convey any information to 
anybody who has no pre-existing notion of it is no easy task. 
But perhaps what he really meant was something like this. “ Is 
latent heat, heat? Surely external work is not heat. Is chemical 
energy heat? How far is radiation, thermal or luminous, heat ? 
Are electron flights ever heat? If so, when are they kinetic 
energy and when heat? How far and under what conditions 
are electro-magnetic waves heat? Is the energy of pedesis heat? 
If so, and the little particles are made to jolt bigger particles, and 
so on till they finally shake Jumps, is that heat or directed kinetic 
energy, and where is the line of demarcation? At what stages in 
the electrostatic or electro-magnetic hysteresis cycles does the 
entropy increase?” І do not know whether a definition which 
would anewer these questions would satisfy my friend, but some 
such definition is wanted. Many of these questions are no doubt 
answered by inference in papers on those particular subjects 


‘written from a thermodynamical standpoint; bat an ordinary 


treatise on thermodynamics does not touch them, or answer my 
friend’s question in the least. . 

Then there is a difficulty about thermometry. The Fahrenheit 
scale takes the expansion of mercury one-bundredth per,cent. as a 
“degree,” the Centigrade divides the difference of two arbitrary 
temperatures into 100 parts, and is therefore regarded as more 
scientific, and the Reaumer exists in real life but not in science. 
Much trouble is therefore devoted to elacidating Kelvin's scale, 
and it is then generally assumed that the Fahrenheit and Centi- 
grade thermometers read in the Kelvin scale, only with different 
zeros and different units of temperature. Tbe main point to which 
attention is specially directed, however, is, that writers are so eager 
about showing that production of work means disappearance of 
heat, and ғо anxious to explain Kelvin's scale and to discuss the 
second law and Carnot's cycle, that they discuss the whole subject 
only in connection with ideal reversible changes. "Then the fact of 
dujo being a complete differential in reversible changes is very 
attractive to many people, because they can then get a lot of 
undeserved happiness in stringing together partial differential 
equations tracing the relations of every conceivable thermodynamic 
quantity with every other, down to the most remote cousinships. 
Thermodynamics is thus apt to degenerate into nothing better than 
an exercise in differential equations. | 

In discussing the principle of entropy, the entropy of the working 
substance is treated almost exclusively, and that in connection with 
reversible changes and cyclea alone. Irreversible changes are die- 
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cussed as a sort of curious exception, but only very slightly. In 
many cases two bodies are considered before and after equalising 
their temperatures, and their increase of total entropy is discussed, 
but there is no explanation of how the entropy inereases; only the 
initial and final stages are considered. 

. But the chief ground of the accusation I have the honour to bring 
is that anxiety to discuss the Carnot cycle and its bearing on the 
second law, and to work with a quantity ¢ which could be assumed 
conservative, has led to a very high mathematical development of 
the theory of reversible changes, and has relegated thermo- 
dynamics io an undeserved background. 

My historical notions may be wrong, but it looks as if Clausius, 
when Carnot's reasoning had apparently been vitiated by his original 
mistake as to conservation of heat, looked for something that wascon- 
servative in the Carnot oycle and found entropy. He got the “горів” 
from the Greek, and put on the “еп” to make the word sound 
something like ite conservative analogue "energie." Then in dis- 
cussing real changes he found that entropy is not conservative, and 
founded the principle of modern thermodynamics, that the entropy 
of the universe strives to increase; a principle which is the very 
back-bone of the science. In spite of this, the ordinary treatise, 
though it mentions Clausiue’s 
Kelvin’s work of the same period, says very little about it. 

Entropy is defined with reference to reversible changes only by 


the equations 
dhe = ф and (/)du/0 = o, 


which give no sort of notion of what entropy is, and which are only 
numerically corrcct in the case of reversible changes and cycles re- 
spectively, and, in fact, are never even numerically true. The founda- 
tion of thermodynamics is that neither of theee equations is true. I 
know of no writer who.has tried to give any sort of explanation of 
what is meant by entropy, except that it is the quantity factor of heat, 
which is obviously nonsense. It is not meant tbat specialists on 
thermodynamies do not understand their own subject or write 
inaccurately; my complaint is that the treatment of thermo- 
dynamics is obscure and misleading, and has led to great confusion 
and much error. 

Nearly all writers on physics, for instance, define entropy by the 
equation dH/0 = d, or its equivalent. That is to say, they are led to 
suppose that what would be true if there were any reversible 
changes is true in fact. dH/0, or do, is treated as a typical com- 
plete differential. An adiabatic change is supposed to be isentropic. 
(/)ан/ө = о is supposed to be the second law of thermodynamics. 
Entropy is said to be a factor of heat, and во on, a whole tissue of 
errors and misconceptions thus arising from the impression given by 
looseness of diction. When any man of ordinary intelligence and 
the necessary training cannot understand what has been written, it 
may be taken for granted it is the fault of the writer. Generally, 
people are of an opposite opinion, perhaps thoughtlessly, and if the 
treatment of a subject proves to be puzzling, the author is rather to be 

for being master of such a difficult subject, and not blamed 
for not making it simple; whereas, if he put the matter simply 
and clearly, he would get but little credit for his work. This is 
especially true of subjects that can be treated mathematically ; the 
scientific world has an immense reverence for anything put in 
mathematical language, though it needs much more ability and a 
clearer head to put it in words. Was it not Maxwell who said that 
mathematics is a shortband, and that anything that can be put in 
symbols can be put in words, if the writer really understands it? 
Nobody really understands unless he can express himself in words. 
Thermodynamics seems to be peculiarly unfortunate in being a 
vehicle for blind mathematics. It is not for a moment hinted that 
science cannot be clear if it is mathematical; quite the reverse. 
The great writers on physics use mathematics in such & way that 
they are merely shorthand methods of explaining physical ideas. 
Any reader grasps the physical ideas at once, unless his mathe- 
matical equipment is too limited; but even then he feels the 
physical ideas are there, and very often finds the study a good way 
of learning mathematics. On the other hand, another writer will 
make the simplest matter unintelligible by mathematical treatment. 
Thus such an expression as /ZH/0 = ф ів a perfectly clear statement 
of fiction. But when we come to fact we are told that /du/0 < o. 
Now what does that mean? Being an engineer, in coming across 
such an.expression I sought an interpretation that gave a physical 
meaning. o could not be the temperature of the reservoir, because there 
may be no reservoir ; for instance, the body ceding heat may not be at 
uniform temperature, for example, in considering part of a conductor 
of heat where there is a temperature gradient. Then 0 cannot 
generally be the temperature of the body because that is not 
usually uniform. To make sense, 0 is the temperature of the 
bounding surface, and isa flux through the surface. But I find 
I am peculiar in this interpretation. What then does the orthodox 
writer mean by н and 0 in irreversible changes, and what idea is 
really in the mind of the reader as he glides over such expressions ? 
That there is a tendency towards blind mathematics and fogginess 
of idea in thermodynamics is, I submit, proved by the inaccuracy 
of the terms used, the absence of named unite, and the absence of 
physical ideas. How many chemists have any clear cut idea of 
what the “ Thermodynamic Potentials” really are? 

The entropy principle was formulated halfa century ago. Before 
and since then the question of what determines the direction of 
chemical action was eagerly discussed. The entropy principle was 
supposed to be familiar to every scientific man, but it was not 
assimilated in the least. After about 20 years the chemical puzzle 
was solved by Horstmann, who pointed out that the increase of 
entropy is the criterion. Rayleigh, doubtless independently, said 
the same in 1875; then followed Gibbs, Massieu, and Helmholtz.“ 


* The order may be corrected if necessary when there is an 
opportunity of reference to books. ; 


inciple, and perhaps touches on 


Rayleigh said it in plain English; the others, especially Massieu, 
said it in mathematics. But even that has produced but little effect, 
and now, after more than half a century, the principle of increase of 
entropy is by no means generally understood by chemists, nor by 
engineers, though they are both exceedingly anxious to understand 
and use thermodynamics. This might be the fault of chemists, 
engineers, and other scientific men, but it seems much more likely 
to be due to obscurities in thermodynamics. 

It is easy to get the reputation of a reformer by finding fault with 
existing conditions. But the object of this paper is not that, but to 
lay before this section, in which the leaders in thermodynamics are 
particularly thick, a sort of scheme or syllabus of the subject for ` 
severe, but, I hope, kind criticism. The simplest course is to 
sketch out a sort of programme. To work it out would be to write 
a treatise on thermodynamics — a most serious undertaking. I 
have, however, attempted a short elementary exposition, especially 
as far as it concerns mechanical, apart from chemical, engineers. 
This is now appearing in Enyineering.© In this is exemplified a 
treatment of elementary thermodynamics, which depends largely 
on the reversal of the ordinary method. For instance, dissipation 
and waste are explained before reversibility and the Carnot cycle ; 
entropy is defined without any reference at first to heat passed into 


` body; the increase of entropy is treated as normal, and reversible 


changes as a purely ideal exception; the second law of thermo- 
dynamics is merged in the impossibility of perpetual motion; the 
entropy of the universe and of the isolated system is treated before 
that of the working substance; and the growth of entropy during 
conduction is treated later. For that reason this paper is headed aa 
it is. To put the matter succinctly, for ease in discussion, a sort of 
sketch will now be set out. | 


SKELETON OF THERMODYNAMICS. 


Energy can be divided broadly and clearly into two kinds, which 
may be called work and heat. Different kinds of work can be con- 
verted one into another wholly in idea, and nearly wholly in fact; 
different kinds of heat can be converted wholly into one another. 
Work can be wholly converted into heat, but heat can only be 

y converted into work if the converting substance returns to 
its original state, the rest of the heat being degraded into a less 
available form. This definition of heat includes the heat that 
makes things hot, and locomotive heat in general, and it also in- 
cludes “ latent heat" at constant volume, but only part of any 
mis-named latent heat” that includes any form of external work. 
It includes latent heat of fusion, of vaporisation apart from external 
work, and of allotropic modification. What is most heterodox is 
that it includes chemical energy. 

There are three classes of perpetual motion. They areall im- 
possible, and two of them are absurd, but third-class perpetual 
motion is approximately possible. 

First-class perpetua) motion is when an otherwise isolated system 
can give out energy continually, or without decreasing its own. 
The impossibility of first-class perpetual motion, coupled with the 
impossibility of an energy sink is the principle of the conservation 
of energy, and the first law of thermodynamics. 

Second-class perpetual motion is when an isolated system, in 
spite of friction or its equivalent, goes on continually. Second- 
class perpetual motion would not contradict the principle of the 
conservation of energy. Its impossibility is the second law of 
thermodynamics. | 

Third-class perpetual motion is when an isolated system—a 
mechanism, for instance—has no friction, or no equivalent of it, 
and therefore goes on or changes continually. The impossibility of 
third-class perpetual motion is the third law of thermodynamics. 
It is not called the third law, but it deserves that rank. 


W ASTE. 


Work is valuable to man, and the portion of any heat that can be 
converted into work, leaving the converting substance in its 
original state, is valuable; bat the rest of the heat is waste. When 
work is degraded into heat, a portion of it is available as work, 
the rest is waste. The third law of thermodynamics states, in 
other words, that no change in nature takes place without incurring 
waste. à 

DEFINITION OF ENTROPY. . 

The increase of entropy of an isolated system, multiplied by th 
lowest available temperature, is the incurred waste. The waste, 
therefore, depends on the lowest available temperature and the 
entropy. As any given change can only. increase the lowest 
available temperature infinitesimally, the second and third laws 
may be stated in the form, “ The entropy of the universe strives 
to increase." So does the waste. Ite maximum will be reached 
when all heat is unavailable and there is no work left. 
The incurred waste increases faster than the entropy of the 
univ because the lowest available temperature is always 
rising. The limiting expression "incurred" is used before waste, 
advisedly. Suppose, in an isolated system, some gas expands doing 
some work external to the gas. The heat of the isolated system is 
diminished, the work increased, and the total energy unchanged. 
The heat being diminished without auy corresponding rejection at 
lower temperature, the waste portion is decreased. There is thus 
actual decrease of waste. But, to get the gas back to its original 
state, work must be degraded into heat again, and, according to the 
tbird law, there is then increase of waste. Had the process been 
reversible, there would have been no increase of incurred waste in 
the system, but, as far as the gas alone is concerned, its own increase 
of entropy multiplied by the lowest available temperature would 
be the waste involved in bringing it back to its original state. 
Jĩõö§X[k̃ ⁵ 8 

* “Entropy, or Thermodynamics from an Engineers Stand- 
point.“ Engineering, August 28th and following issues, 
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When during a change the entropy of a body forming part of 
the system diminishes, the entropy of another part must increase 
to the same extent in an ideal change, and to a greater extent in a 
real change. In the ideal change the increase of entropy of the 
body is called compensated, in a real change the part of the 
increase equal to thé corresponding decrease elsewhere is com- 
pensated entropy, ¢., and the balance is uncompensated entropy, 
Pu, where ф„ = ф — /ін/0. 

When the heat of one body diminishes as that of another in 
contact with it increases, it is usual to say that the heat moves 
from one to another. Similarly, when the entropy of one body 
diminishes while that of another in contact increases to the same 
or a greater extent, it is convenient to say the entropy moves and 
grows also. From the idea of the entropy of an isolated system 
and its increase in every change, it is easy to pass to the idea of the 
increase or decrease of the entropy of a body. In the case of 
reversibility the entropy of the isolated system is conservative, во 
that the discussion of the behaviour of any body or bodies may be 
treated as in dynamics, by examining the changes and inter- 
relations of the external co-ordinates; and the conservation of 
entropy, in the ideal case of reversibility, is a very convenient 
assumption, especially as it specially helps the treatment as iin 
dynamics, the conservation of entropy corresponding with the con- 
servation of energy. The exaggeration of the importance of this 
treatment has done much to foster incomplete understanding of 
thermodynamics. 

By treating the increase of entropy of an isolated system as the 
fundamental idea and variations of the entropies of the parts as 
derived ideas it is submitted that a much clearer notion is obtained. 
It is more convenient in practice, however, to consider the entropy 
of some substances or volumes which form parts of isolated systems. 
In this connection we have the following propositions :— 


REVEBSIBILITY. 


A reversible change is an ideal change which could take place 
with everything involved in the other direction. 

When a reversible change takes place in an isolated system 
there is no increase of incurred waste, for if there were, on reversing 
there would be decrease of incurred waste, and second-class 
perpetual motion would be possible. 

When a reversible change takes place, therefore, the entropy of 
the isolated system remains constant. 

A reversible cycle is a series of reversible changes which brings 
the working substance back to its original condition. The entropy 
of an isolated system is not altered by a reversible cycle being 
performed inside it. 

In any reversible change, the total entropy of the system being 
constant, the increase of entropy of any part is compensated by an 
equal decrease of another The decrease of entropy of any 
body can only take place by a process which involves at least equal 
increase of entropy of the rest of an isolated system. Thus the 
entropy of a body may be reduced without ita giving out heat by a 
thermo-electric circuit, but that involves at least equal increase of 
entropy elsewhere in the electric circuit. Except in the case of 
a thermo-electric circuit, the entropy of a body can only be reduced 
by ita giving out heat, forif it could be reduced by giving out work, 
there would be no corresponding increase outside, and second-class 
perpetual motion would be possible. 

The reversible increase of entropy of a body can only take place 
by ite taking in heat from outside (except by a thermo circuit), 
otherwise the entropy of an isolated system would be increased, 
and the change would not be reversible. 

The entropy of a body, compared with its entropy in a standard 
state, is the entropy that must at least come out of it in bringing 
it back to its standard state ; or itis a quantity which, when multi- 
plied by the lowest available temperature, gives the waste portion 
of the heat given out in bringing the body to its standard etate by 
reversible changes. 

As the waste portion, or loss L, of heat given out through the 
envelope, н, is н0,/0; where 0; is the temperature of the envelope, 
and 62 the lowest available temperature; and as by definition 
649 = L, ф = H/, or if the temperature of the envelope «varies 
during the output of the heat н, ф = /dH/0. Thus tbe entropy of 
a body in state B compared with state a is n — фл = /du/é where 
H is the heat that would be given out or taken in if the change 
were reversible. Тһе third law shows that in fact gn — pa > /йн/9, 
the excess being the uncompensated entropy p.. 

The entropy of a body thus depends on its state, and not on its 
past history. 


EQUILIBRIUM. 


If any small change imagined in an isolated system involves 
decrease of entropy, that change is impossible, in accordance with 
the second law. If it causes no change of entropy, there is 
equilibrium as far as that change is conccrned, and no change will 
take place in either direction. If the change would increase the 
entropy, the change is possible and may take place, but only in that 
direction. 

A possible change thus involves іпсгелзе of entropy, or uncompen- 
sated entropy. 

The uncompensated entropy of the working substances can be ex- 
pressed in terms of the co-ordinates of each working substance 
alone, without other reference to the rest of the isolated system. 
Thus in the case of a working substance, where , is the uucompen- 
sated entropy, н the heat taken in, „the temperature of the envelope, 
U the heat of the body, according to the definition given above, and 
w the external work done. 


d$, d$ —dnB[U and dH du dw. 


` erefore dp, = d$ —dv/0— w/ , 


and if there is equilibrium, 
. do—du/0—dw|0 — 0. 
If there is uncompensated entropy on making the change 
do - do / O- dw /o 7 O. 

The integral of this quantity is therefore written with the sign 
reversed and disguised under the name of a “ Thermodynamic 
Potential,” so that increase of uncompensated entropy decreases 
instead of increasing the quantity. Uncompensated entropy is 
a drawback, and thermodynamic potential is an advantage. It 
is with great respect to Prof. Planck or Prof. van Laar® that it is 
submitted that thermodynamic potential is a bad name for the 
function 

0/0 + w/b — 9. 


The third law shows that heat can never be changed into work to 
the extent it would be by & reversible cycle. The work that would 
be gained by a reversible cycle, and is not gained in a real change, 
may be called the ungained work.” Prof. Duhemf calls it the 
“ uncompensated work." With respect to such a leading authority, 
it is submitted the term is misleading. Increase of entropy isa 
drawback, unless there is corresponding decrease elsewhere, so 
Clausius's term, uncompensated entropy, is apt. But work is an 
advantage, so that to call work that might be obtained ideally, and 
is not, uncompensated, is reversing the meaning of the term. 
Tbe ungained work, w, = /6dy,, where Ө is, if the working 
Substance is of uniform temperature, the temperature of the 
envelope or body. If the temperature is not uniform, Ө is the 
temperature of each volume element in which the uncompensated 
entropy grows, and integration is carried out throughout the 
volume; but as the expression is important only when №, = o, the 
meaning of Ө otherwise does not matter. 

If a small change involves decrease of ungained work it is im- 
possible; if the ungained work is sero, the substance and its 
externals are in equilibrium as far as that change goes; if the un- 
gained work is positive the change is possible, and may take place 
in that direction only. As the ungained work does not, unforta- 
nately, exist outside the substance, nor any where else as work, it is 
best not to call it w., but А or p. Then, if the ungained work is 
zero during a proposed change, the “thermodynamic potential” is 
said to remain constant. If the ungained work increases, the 
thermodynamic potential is said to decrease. The ungained 
work due to a small change may be represented in terms of the 
co-ordinates of the working substance. | 


dA = Ө4ф — du + dw 
= dle — 9d — do + dw. 


The external work, w, is general. It may be done electrically, 
or by expansion. If by expansion 


dw = pdv = dpr — vdp. 
Then di = bdọ — du + dw = 9 — 9d8 — do + dw 
(1) 4 = 49% — du — dw 
(2) dA = do — dw 
(3) d. J = 04 — du 
(4) d,à = 6d — du —dpe 
(5) 46.2 = döp — du 
(6) dy A = dig — dU — dpe 
(7) d, A = —du 
(8) d,s - , —dpv 


If the varicus partial differentials are taken ae zero, the condition 
of equilit rium, and the right band terms, integrated without adding 
any constants, and reversed in sign so that their decrease cor- 
responds with increase of ungained work, eight more thermo- 
dynamic potentials are involved. No. 5 gives what is now 
called “ {тее energy." It is not energy, and is in no way remark- 
able for freedom of any kind. The results of 5, 6, and one of the 
others, I do not remember which, are the Gibbs's functions, which 
have been called, first by Prof. Duhem, I believe, thermodynamic 
potentiale, no doubt because they are constant for equilibrium, like 
potential in mechanics, Again, it is submitted with much defer- 
ence, that the name is misleadiog. If the signs were not reversed, 
stabilities, or stability functions, might be a better name. Besides, 
the term potential is getting worn out. Counting the eight 
potentials just given as one specimen, I can think of nine kinds of 
potential used in physics, and a collector could doubtless find many 
more. They have various meanings and dimensions. Four or 
five of them belong to thermodynamics. If we have very many 
more potentials, the term may become a little difficult to define 
accurately and succinctly, though it is always impressive. 

By defining entropy first in terms of the waste, and dealing witb 
the increase of entropy of an isolated system first, and coming to the 
relation of increase of entropy to heat taken in reversibly later, the 
chance of confusing entropy with /dH/0 generally, and supposing 
entropy is a factor of heat is avoided. This prepares the way for 
discussing the real factors of heat, such that / X= 0, where # is 
the tension and x the quantity factor. In other branches of physics, 
not only is /adb =w, where a and b are tension and quantity factors, 


* Or whoever is responsible. As this is written away from home, 
during a holiday, references cannot be checked; any slips of 
memory or inaccuracies due to the circumstances, will, it is hoped, 
be pardoned. 

E I 1 the term is due to Prof. Duhem, but my memory may be 
at fault. 
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but where с is capacity for the quantity, so that db da c, facda=w, 
or when с із constant, = ac. In that case the tension factor is 
% =т, and the corresponding quantity factor т во that /rdx =u. 
In a change where there is no external work done and no ungained 
work X is numerically equal to ¢, and is the logarithm of the square 
of some sort of equivalent velocity of the particles. Thos in the 
case of a perfect gas the entropy depends on the logarithm of the 
square of the equivalent speed, and the logarithm of the equivalent 


free path of the particles of the gas if there is one, or of each if- 


there are more. 

The frequency of collision has to do with external work, and 
x depends only on the speeds. The physical meaning of т and x is 
much simpler; т varies as the equivalent speed, and т as the equi · 
valent momentum. 

Take the case of chemical energy as one of the forms of heat. 
с can be divided up into v, v, О, for sensible, latent and chemical 
heat. /Üdx, = 0,; f/rdw. = vu, and so on. At present heats’ of 
combustion or combination are given ip the lump. In the future 
we may have tables giving the Ө and x or the т and т of each free 
element, and their change on reaction; or even their 0 and ¢. Then 
we would know beforehand in which direction each reaction would 
go. The question of the factors of heat need not be discussed here; 
it is a large subject by itself. 


Нвлт CONDUCTION. 


И a body is conducting heat steadily, for instance, a uniform bar 
with one end kept hot and the other cold and no side leakage, the 
bar can be cut up into lengths by cross cate imagined so that each 
cut is at uniform temperature. Let one be at 0, and the next at 03, 
and let heat н pass per second. Every second B/ i comes in and 
H/0, comes out, so that there is a volume growth of entropy depend- 
ing on the conductivity and the temperature gradient. Any body 
whatever which is not at uniform temperature can be divided up 
into elements bounded by two sides each with no temperature 
gradient, and & bounding surface parallel to the flow of heat, so 
that there is no passage of heat across. If н is the heat in joules 
passing through the element, and 0 + 40 and 0 the temperature of 
the two faces, the volume increase of uncompensated entropy per 
second, is Hd0/0, and the ungained work is ud0 per second, or the 
ungained power is на0 watts. Integration throughout the volume 
gives the total ungained power. | 


Units 


The fact that the units in thermodynamics have no names goes 
to show that the science is not fully developed. Measurement is an 
essential of science. 

There is no name for the unit of difference of; temperature. 
Trigonometry and heat alone use degrees.“ Marks or notches 
would not be less barbarous. Then there is no name for differences 
of temperatare according to the absolute Kelvin scale. 

The practical unit of heat, on the C.G.B. system, is the joule, but 
this is hardly ever used in thermodynamics. The calorie is a 
survival of the days when it was not fully realised that heat is 
energy. It involves an unnece and troublesome coefficient, 
and people are putting big calories and little calories, and, perhaps, 
intermediate calories into circulation. 

There is no unit of entropy. I would suggest the clans; a claus 
being the entropy which incurs a waste of 1 joule at a lowest avail- 
able temperature of unity ; e.g., if the lowest available temperature 
is absolate, and the entropy 10, the incurred waste is 2,000 
joules. 

Сонсг,оявтон. 


Though this paper is а mere sketch, it is still hoped that enough 
has been said to show the importance of making an inherently 
difficult subject as easy to understand as possible; and it is also 
hoped that the somewhat novel way of arranging and treating the 
subject matter of the groundwork of thermodynamics may meet 
with the approval of those who specially deal with that science. 


NEW MOVING-COIL INSTRUMENTS 
AND TESTING SETS. 


A NUMBER of ingenious and important improvements have been 
introduced recently into the design of horizontal galvanometers and 
testing sets by Mr. R W. Paul, of 68, High Holborn, London, W.O. 
The most noteworthy innovation is a horizontal portable galvano- 
meter, with a moving-coil supported at its centre of gravity on a 
single pivot, and controlled by a spring. It is very compact, being 
of the same size and shape as the well-known “Post Office” type; 
it has, in fact, been adopted by the Post Office Telegraphs Depart- 
ment, after extended trials. | 

The accompanying figs. 1 and 2 illustrate respectively the plan 
and cross-section of the complete instrument. The base a is fitted 
with a glazed cover B which is attached by a bayonet joint, and 
secured from accidental opening by a screw. The magnet р, the 
polar surfaces of which are bored, is screwed to a brass spider o, 
which in turn is secured to the base. This magnet is of the 
highest quality and thoroughly aged before use. The soft iron 
core E consists of two hemispheres bolted together by the iron 


* This is another example of the extraordinary looseness of 
terminology that runs through thermodynamics. They ought to be 
colds of. combustion or combination, for the heat of fusion or 
vaporisation is the heat taken in during the change. The so-called 
heat of chemical change is given out during the change. 


bolt а, one end of which is squared into the brass cock F. The 
circular coil н is wound on a metallic former, fitted with a radial 
spindle on the end of which is a jewel, which turns on the pivot 
K at the centre of the spherical core. The pivot is screwed into 
the bolt a, which has an oval recess to give the clearance necessary 
for placing the coil on its pivot when the front hemisphere is 
removed. | ; 

Attached to the top of the coil is a pointer-clip and counter- 
weight for the pointer L, which plays over the scale м. А mirror, 
seen through a slot in the scale, is provided to avoid parallax in 
reading. To the upper end of the spindle carrying the coil, and 
insulated from it by an ivory collar, is an attachment for the 
bronze spiral spring N which gives the controlling force for the 
coil, the other end of the spring being attached to the torsion head 
о by means of which the pointer may be set to zero. This head 
is also provided with а lug for the attachment of a connection to 


B eur or 
Ати | Í 


an insulated contact plate. On the other side of the cock-piece F, 
and also insulated from it, is carried a similar contact plate; the 
second connection to the coil, formed of a flexible silver strip, is 
soldered to the end of this plate. The working parts are entirely 
insulated from the case. ; 

Two insulated terminals are fixed to the cover, each carrying a 
platinum-faced contact spring, which is arranged to slide over 
platinum points on tbe contact plates, and to make connection 
through them to the coil when the cover is put in place. 

The cock-piece may be readily removed, together with the 
working parte, by unscrewing two nuts; the stud-screws holding it 
are of sufficient length to prevent accidental contact of the coil with 
the magnet while being lifted out. 

The lifter, or clamp, consists of a plunger vu which is raised when 
the instrument is set on a fairly flat surface, lifting the lever w 
against the action of the spring v, and allowing the light spring v 
to drop and thus gradually to lower the jewel on to its pivot. The 
leather travelling case supplied with the instrument is so arranged 
that, whichever way the instrument may be placed in the case, the 
coil cannot be accidentally released by jarring or external pressure, 
nor can damage to the pivot be caused by a violent blow or fall. 
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Amongst the special advantages of the centre-mounting are the 
facility for relieving the pivot of the weight of the coil during 
transit, the reduced friction, and the very small clearance which is 
required, enabling the air gap to be reduced to a minimum; the 
small clearance is at the same time effective in absolutely prevent- 
ing the coil from being jarred off the pivot. Compared with the 
ordinary P.O. galvanometer, the instrument has no magnetic needle, 
and, therefore, requires no setting to zero; it is not affected by stray 
fields, is perfectly dead-beat, has a comparatively large and pro- 
portional scale, and is more sensitive. 

The instrument may be tilted aconsiderableamount without affecting 
its working, as the circular coil may swing in any direction around 
the centre of the spherical core and cannot come into contact with 
it, while the pointer-tip being arranged nearly in a line with this 
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centre, any vibration produces little or no effect on fees жете 
The galvanometer is, therefore, convenient for use on ship. 


With a coil of 60 ohms, one volt gives a deflection of 6° through 
100,000 ohms, or one milli-volt applied to the terminals gives 10° 
defiection, and the instrument can be used as a direct-reading 
Certainly 


micro-amperemeter, milli-voltmeter, or megohm-meter. 
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we have never seen a portable galvanometer that we liked better 
than—or во well as—this clever device. 

The high sensitiveness and the absence of frictional error secured 
by this system of pivoting, but hitherto attained only by the use of 
a delicate and fragile suspension, have rendered possible the pro- 
duction of a series of portable direct-reading instruments which 
may, in industrial work, supplant refleeting galvanometers for many 
purposes. The working parts described above are mounted in cases 
of sector form, with either horizontal or vertical scales. We illus- 
trate one of the latter pattern in fig. 3. This is intended to be fixed 
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on a wall, switchboard, or shelf. It is provided with a wall plate, as 
- shown, to which it may be hooked, automatically releasing the coil. 
The example shown is for use with a thermo-couple pyrometer, but 
similar scales, the length of which is 5 in., may be furnished with 
graduations in micro-amperes, milli-amperes, milli-volts, megohms, 
&c. This type, which forms an excellent lecture-galvanometer, may 
also be fitted with a ballistic coil, rendering it available for the 
measurement of magnetic fields and general demonstration work. 

The round pattern galvanometer is fitted up in conjunction with 
a new testing set, illustrated in fig.4. The upper part of this, con- 
taining the galvanometer, forms a complete insulation testing set, 
and can be instantly detached from the remainder, which is a 3-dial 
Wheatstone bridge. А loose cover is provided, so that the insula- 
tion set (which ie also manufactured as a separate instrument) 
can be carried about alone; the range of resistance measur- 
able with this is from 5,000 ohms to 100 megohms, with a 100-volt 
battery, and pressures up to 500 volts can be used. A resistance of 
10,000 ohms is permanently in series with the galvanometer, serving 
both to check the constant and to protect the coil, and a set of 
universal shunts is provided; the connections are shown in fig. 5. 
As the calibration of this galvanometer does not alter by change of 
position, it is only occasionally necessary to take the constant" of 
the set, provided the same battery is used throughout a series of 
tests. The set is conveniently arranged for localising faults on mains, 
The bridge has a range of 0:1 to 99,900 ohms, and the dial switches 
are designed on a new system, embodying improvements in the 
coils, connections and rubbing contacts (see fig. 6). 


The coils are wound on metal bobbins е, provided with lugs to 
which the ends of the coil are soldered, and with contact plates р, 
on which one end of a substantial switch brush, F, makes a rubbing 
contact. The opposite end presees on & central flange 4, which 


supports the bobbins, the latter being insulated by an ebonite disc 
B. There is no circuit through the switch spindle, which is of 


PAUL'S 
INSULATION TEST SET. INSN 
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phosphor bronze, and is provided with an ebonite knob a, an 
index H, and a screw adjustment for taking up wear. The contact 
surfaces are entirely enclosed, but are convenicntly accessible for 
cleaning. Only the knob and index project through the ebonite 
cover, on which the values of the coils are legibly engraved. Аве 
ends of the coils are soldered directly to the bobbins, a damaged or 
burnt-out coil may be easily replaced. 
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Mr. Paul has recently erected extensive works at New Southgate, 
and has issued a new catalogue, which will be of interest to most 
users of electrical testing gear; included are full descriptions of 
several new designs, including the Duddell-Mather standard watt- 
meters and anti-capacity gauze resistances, as well as revised 
patterns of his regular instruments. 


THE ELECTRICAL OUTLOOK IN 
GERMANY. 


For several years past we have felt it our duty to place 
before our readers periodical reports of the latest phases 
of the electrical industry problem of Germany. To some 
who find it necessary, when there is so much to do, to skip 
or only passingly glance at a certain proportion of the 
articles appearing in the technical press, it may have seemed 
that we were devoting more space to the matter than it 
warranted. But those who have taken the trouble to closely 
scan our history of German electrical industrial progress and 
ita lessons will have arrived at no such conclusion. The 
entire matter has from first to last been one of supreme 
importance, and when so much is being written about our 
foreign trade and the rivalry of Germany and other 
countries, we feel somewhat inclined to say that our own 
backward state in electrical engineering were better far than 
the incalculable harm which has come as the aftermath from 
unbridled speculative recklemsness in Germany. In his 
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efforts to grow big, the Teuton took too big a bite at first, 
and now lives a lean life, having come, fora time, to the 
end of the available business. In making markets he has 
done much “ dumping |? here at profitless prices, a practice 
which may be regarded as carrying both a blessing and a 
curse. Our own progress has been spread over a longer 
period, the development of electric lighting and traction 
having had a more gradual growth, and we believe 
that its basis is infinitely sounder. We have some- 
times thought that there was room in the library 
of the electrical engineer for a book on the German electrical 
trade and its vicissitudes as viewed through English spec- 
tacles, but, really, the facts are patent to all, and such a 
work is rendered unnecessary by the interesting contribution 
prepared by Herr Isidor Lówe in connection with the 
Hamburg meeting of the German Sociological Association, 
which is to be held this week. "The following summary of 
his monograph was telegraphed to the 7'imes by its Berlin 
correspondent on September 10tb. We do not know with 
what authority Herr Lówe speaks, but if we accept his 
impressions of the outlook, then it is, indeed, a gloomy one 
for German electrical engineering. 


Herr Isidor Lowe describes the extraordinary development which 
took place between 1895 and 1900. An "electrical fever" seemed 
to possess the world during this period, just as the railway fever did 
half a century ago. The number of electric light works in Germany 
increasad from 180 to 774, and the number of connections for electric 
lamps from 602,986 to 2,623,893. There was a tenfold increase in 
the dynamos used in factories, and tramway companies everywhere 
substituted electric power for horse traction. Only five towns in 
Germany with over 40,000 inhabitants are now without electric 
street cars, and 17 towns whose population falls short of this number 
poesess them. A large business has also been done in Russia, South 
America and South Africa. The advance of electrical industry gave 
constant employ ment to the machine building trades, and increased 
the demand for copper, lead, iron, coal, india-rubber, hemp and jute. 
Steam machinery benefited by the progress of ite rival, since the 
engines in power stations are driven by steam. Competition, how- 
ever, was very strong, even when the Loom was at its highest, and 
rival firms sprang up in neighbouring countries, such as Austria. 
Production began to assume unhealthy dimensions. The electrical 
industry laid down new plant in order to provide the dynamos 
required by the machine building trade, which, in its turn, made 
special efforts to keep pace with the demands of the electrical 
industry for machines. Capital was in great request, and in order 
to create it, recourse was had to a number of ingenious devices. 

Then came the year 1900. It was suddenly found that the supply 
of towns requiring electric light and power was exhausted, and that 
the application of electricity to tramway traction had been carried 
to a point at which it could no longer pay. The productive power 
of the electrical industry had, moreover, been seriously affected by 
the rise in the price of coal and iron. The want of & market stimu- 
lated the tendency to cut prices, and the evils consequent on 
inflated credit began to make their appearance. The fall in prices 
depreciated the value of the goods in stock, and some firms failed. 
It was now found that large capital sums were locked up in unremu- 
nerative plant, and that the portfolios of the companies producing 
electrical machinery were full of electric tramway shares which had 
been given in payment for work done. These shares bad only to a 
very small extent been taken up by the public. Something was 
done to diminish the crisis by grouping companies together, 
with the inevitable result that large undertakings received some acces- 
sion of strength, while the weaker ones were practically extin- 
guished. 

Herr Lowe is not over-sanguine as to the immediate future of the 
electrical industries. There is very little.demand for new power 
stations or new tramways, not much is to be expected from the 
electric automobile, long-distance electric traction is only in the 
experimental stage, and the horizon i8 obscured by the clouds which 
hang over Germany's commercial policy. There is still room for 
development in the application of electricity to mining, but for 
the rest the industry must look for employment chiefly to the 
replacement of worn-out machinery. Herr Löwe does not antici- 
pate any immediate recovery, which he thinks can only be brought 
about by some new departure in applied electricity. 


Certainly Germany is not at the end of her electrical 
disasters. If the Russian firms obtain tbe exclusion 
privilege, German works which have sunk large sums of 
money in Russian branches stand to lose heavily. 
Only the other day it was stated by the general 
manager of the Lahmeyer Co., of Frankfort, that all the 
German electrical companies with Russian branches had 
been disillusionised, heavy losses having already resulted, 
whether these branches were conducted as sales bureaux for 
their original promoters, or whether formed as Russian 
companies with workshops in that country, во as to appear 
as Russian undertakings to more easily secure native orders. 
But on the top of all these losses, which have, no doubt, hit 
Russian manufacturers because of the undercutting of 
prices, the Russian electrical companies have turned upon 
the aggressor, and have petitioned the Government, praying 


that new branches of foreign works should no longer be 


permitted to be established, and that the foreign branches . 


already located in Russia should be excluded from par- 
ticipating in competitions for public contracts. German 
engineers have been expressing 5 that if the 
petition receives sufficient support, the Government may be 
disposed to sanction the application, The result of this, we 
are told, would be to practically close certain of the German 
branches in Russia, while the position of those already 
formed as Russian companies would also be unenviable. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


English Porcelain Insulators. 

Owing to holidays, I did not see Mr. W. Rooper’s letter 

nor your “ Notes” on the subject in time to reply in this 
week’s issue. 
Mr. Rooper’s letter is concerned with telegraph insulators, 
about which ] have not said anything. The problem of the 
manufacture of line insulators for the overhead transmission 
of electric power at high voltages is à much more difficult 
one than making telegraph insulators, and, although Mr. 
Rooper no doubt knows very much about the latter, I do 
not think he fully appreciates the difficulties to be got over 
in the other problem. I may say that the highly vitreous 
line insulators in use in America are all threaded internally. 
The general practice is to screw them on to a wooden pin. 
I did not suggest that porcelain telegraph insulators were 
used in England because glass ones could not be made. 
What I did say was, that the class of porcelain which will 
do for telegraph work will not do for overhead transmission 
of power; also, that insulators snitable for the latter class 
of work cannot at present be got of any English pottery. 
This is largely because there has been no demand for them 
in England. As, however, I have been endeavouring lately 
to secure high class electrical porcelain, the idea I had in 
making the remarks which have been objected to was to 
direct attention to a problem which is worthy of notice 
on the part of English manufacturers. 

As regards the remarks under Notes" :——I did not 
recommend glass, as against porcelain, for use in England. 
In spite of your being able to bear out the statements of 
your two other correspondents, I am afraid that in several 
of them they are mistaken. 


Hollinwood, Lancashire, 
Seplember 9th, 1908. 


Charles C. Garrard. 


In order to raise a clear issue, I commenced my letter 
upon Dr. Garrard's article by referring to certain definite 
statements which he has made about English porcelain, 
especially that it depends for ita insulating properties almost 
entirely on the glaze, and I was able to show, from working 
experience, that he was wrong ; now he qualifies his asser- 
tions, and says, as far as І am aware." I think that I 
stand fully justified in having made a somewhat strong 
protest against the article. Dr. Garrard is doubtless in a 
position to know what porcelain is procurable in England ; 
my complaint is, that he did not avail himself of his know- 
ledge. Ithink I should have known had he applied to the 
principal makers for samples of their high-tension insulators. 
There are not “ many " makers of porcelain in England, but 
a great deal of ware is called porcelain which has no right 
to the name. Possibly Dr. Garrard's statements were based 
on testa of some of this material. 

Now Dr. Garrard says that “telegraph insulators have 
nothing in common with the class of porcelain used for 
overhead electrical transmission lines at high pressures," Ів 
this so? The one quality upon which he so properly insists 
is that porcelain should be non-absorbent of moisture. With 
absorbent insulators. (a contradiction in terms, by-the-bye), 
telegraphs could not be worked with the weak currents used. 
Telegraph insulators, therefore, demand the essential quality 
in common with high-tension insulators, and by their 
successful use in our damp climate, with unglazed surfaces 
inside and out, have proved that English porcelain possesses 
it. It appears to me that the two classes of insulators 
T everything in common excepting details of size and 
shape. 
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I did not use the expression “ galvanometer test." The 
galvanometer, as we all know, is only the instrument which 
indicates the leakage through or over the insulator tested. 

I did not witness the destructive experiments which I 
mentioned ; the figures were given to me in a report. Of 
course, such voltages as the report mentioned could not 
have been applied for any length of time. 

Dr. Garrard’s suggestion that testa of English porcelain 
should be made and the results published in the REVIEW is 
an admirable one, and as soon as my testing apparatus is 
ready I shall be only too pleased to welcome Dr. Garrard, 
and to give him every facility for making teste. 

John T. Harris. 

Stone, Staffs., Seplember 14th, 1908. 


Smoke Abatement. 


In my letter of last week bearing on this important sub- 
ject, smoke abatement, affecting, as it must do, station 
engineers in their endeavour to work their boilers with the 
minimum of smoke, and at the same time economy in work- 
ing, I concluded my letter with the following remarks :— 
„What is the good of fining steam users for creating a smoke 
nuisance if we cannot show them the remedy ?” 

In this letter I will endeavour to show you what I con- 
sider the best way out of the difficulty. I would suggest 
that the London County Council, or a body of ewinent 
scientific men, should form a committee for the purpose of 
testing the so-called smoke-consuming apparatus, and that 
they should invite the manufacturers of these apparatus to a 
great public test of their respective patente. I append below 
a few suggestions for framing the rules :— 

1. That the test should be an evaporative test by weigh- 
ing the feed water and coal (quality of coal and temperature 
of water, and all other details, to be arranged hereafter by 
the engineers). 

2. That the test should be a one day's test of 12 hours 
per patent on a particular class of boiler, the size and horse- 
power and working pressure to be decided by the Council. 

3. That the committee find the site and boilers, and the 
competitors fit up their own patents themselves and at their 
own cost. 

4. That the test should be held in London, or some other 
equally convenient place, to be chosen by the committee 
early next year. That it shall be well advertised, so as 
to give every smoke-consuming firm an opportunity of 
attending. 

5. That the entrance fee shall be £25, or such sum to be 
arranged by the Council to go towards the cost of the test. 

6. No prizes should be given, only awards of merit. 

7. That little or no smoke should be made during the 
test, and that any firm making smoke for more than three 
minutes shall at once be disqualified. 

8. That the decision of the Council should be final and 
decisive. | 

The above rules are only a rough outline, and шеге sug- 
gestions, By these means we shall be able to determine if 
there is such a thing as an efficient smoke consumer in the 
market, which is doubtful. 

E. A. S. Daniell. 


Protection: A Reply to Mr. Byng. 


I have read with much interest the article in your current 
issue, entitled“ Protection: a Reply to Mr. Byng,” as it is 
m n the best argument I have seen in favour of Free 
Trade. 

should like t» point out, however, that the main argument 
is fallacious, After stating that money is only a labour- 
saving device, and going into the details of an ordinary 
business transaction, the writer says: —“ Now, if at the end 
of the year the cheques payable to me exceed in value those 
made out by me to other people I have made a profit. And 
why ? Simply because my imports have exceeded my 
exports.” His imports of what ? Cheques, Does not this 
show that his exports of s/vff have exceeded his imports of 
stuf? Апа is it not in s/uff that national imports and 
exports are measured ? 

Dut if the writer desires to include money with the 
articlea of commerce, then surely the argument stands thus : 


England is growing poorer. And why? Simply because 
her exports exceed her importa. 

Truly, “ The great stumbling block is in the confusion of 
terms brought about by the use of money." 


J. S. Vincent. 
September 14th, 1908. 


Tangential Traction. 


I have just read the short note which you append to my 
article on tangential traction in your issue of the 4th. inst. 
I think that my “optimism” is fully justified. The ex- 
periments that I witnessed, and the eulogistic opinions 
expressed by hundreds of most competent engineers, in- 
cluding many authorities on railway work, explain, and more 
than explain, my favourable opinion. Moreover, if you 
had, like M. Grassi, President of the Ferraris Prize Com- 
mittee—this prize, it may be remarked en passant, having 
just been awarded to Messrs. Dulait, Rosenfeld and Zelenais 
for their system—if you had, I say, witnessed these ex- 
periments, you would have come to the same conclusion as 


the Ferraris Prize Committee and as myself. 
E. Guarini. 


[Our esteemed contributor has a right to his own 
opinions. For ourselves, we are not prepared to say that a 
system which comprises costly stators 9 ft. long x 1°6 ft. 
wide, sunk in the ground at intervals of 60 ft., or 88 to the 
mile, wound for a pressure of 1,300 to 2,000 volts (let alone 
50,000 volts! !): automatic switches breaking 50 amperes 
per stator at 1,400 volts at intervals of, say, three or four 
stators: and a propellor 64 ft. long, in 12 compartmenta, 
supported on special rails by 13 pairs of wheels, and con- 
nected by flexible joints, while. maintained at a constant 
distance of 10 or 20 mm. (4 or 8 in.) from the stators—is 
within the bounds of practical and commercial possibilities, 
—Eps. Еко. REV. | 


Switchboard Attendants. 


On reading the letter in your last issue on the subject of 
switchboard attendants, in which tbe writer states as his 
opinion that the average switchboard attendant gets as 
much as he is worth,” I felt impelled to take up the cudgels 
on behalf of that long-suffering body of men, of which I 
am a member. 

Apparently your correspondent confuses voltmeter atten- 
dants with switchboard attendants, which may account for 
his statement that “ по previous training is really neces- 
sary.” 

Most engineers will not take on a switchboard attendant 
unless he has had at least three or four years’ electrical and 
mechanical training, and also preferably some previous 
central station experience as well. 

I know personally of two stations in London where men 
holding the position of switchboard attendant are required 
regularly to take entire charge of shifts, and in one of them 
he is paid the munificent sum of 108. to 158. a week for во 
doing. 

1 stations where so-called ahift engineers, who are 
purely mechanical men, are in charge, when an electrical 
breakdown occurs, such as a heavy: short on the mains, 
necessitating a shut down, he invariably has to depend on 
the switchboard attendant to put matters right, the said 
switchboard attendant probably getting half the money he 
is drawing per week. 

I feel sure there are many in similar positions to myself 


who can endorse these remarks, 
High Voltage. 


I presume that your correspondent, who signs himself 
„H. T., C. C., and states that switchboard attendants are 
only worth what they get, and require no training, is 
referring to those employed in generating stations only ; 
for these invariably have shift engineers over them, and have 
very little to do in the way of responsibility. (Then I cer- 
tainly agree with him that they are only worth what they 
get.) But the switchboard attendants employed in sub- 
stations are not only held responsible for the economical 
working and maintenance of the plant, but invariably for 
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the consumers’ supply, and therefore, I think, it would not 
be advisable to employ an inexperienced man in a sub- 
station as switchboard attendant. 

Sub-Station Attendant. 


I beg to differ from H.T., C.C.s" statement which 
appeared in your last issue, which was to the effect that 
switchboard attendants require no previous training. Doubt- 
less your correspondent has made a grievous error. His 
words might have appeared more truthful and worthy of 
publication had they been “voltmeter attendants require 
but an elementary knowledge." 

Kilowatt. 


The Qualifications of Teachers of Engineering. 


According to the calendars of the various technical insti- 
tutions, it seems that the Sandwich system " of technical 
education is to be given a good trial during the ensuing 
session. Might not some of our ‘professors of electrical 
enyineering also spend a little time in the shops? This has 
occurred to my mind, as J see that the works’ experience of 
the head of an electrical engineering department recently 
appointed amounts to three years spent as far back as 1884! 


- H. 


Automatic Fire Alarms. 


With regard to Mr. Oatway’s letter which appeared in 
your ** Correspondence " columns in the issue dated August 
28th, I will ask you to insert the following remarks :— 

I am surprised that Mr. Oatway challenges Mr. Siemens 
to reply to my letter, for as regards the Siemens system, I 
only repeated what Mr. Oatway had himself said, viz., that 
it is somewhat out of date and gradually falling into disuse, 
as practice has shown the inadequateness of non-automatic 
It was not my intention to arrive at an 
unfair conclusion, and I do not think that even“ involun- 
tarily,” I have arrived at one. I admit that for all the 
systems except those that are more or less complicated— 
perhaps my idea was not clearly expressed—there is only 
one receiver at the fire station. But Mr. Oatway will no 
doubt admit that if every house in a town like London were 
in communication with the fire station, we should have 
either an overhead system sufficient to darken the air, or an 
underground one too extensive to be contained in the space 
at its disposal. Such a system cannot be compared with 
wireless telegraphy, which requires merely a few cubic 
decimetres of space for its receiver and transmitter. More- 
over, with the ordinary systems the testing of hundreds of 
thousands of lines would mean an immense amount of work. 
With wireless telegraphy, on the other hand, nothing could 
be easier than to try with a bell whether the receiver at the 
station is in good working order and to ascertain (after the 
antenna has been separated, be it understood) whether the 
transmitters are working regularly ; this can all be done at 
one place in a few moments. Although Mr. Oatway does 
not say how he proposes to give the alarm at the fire station 
when the line is not in working order, he seems to imply 
that there is little fear of interruptions of this kind. With 
regard to this, I adhere word for word to what I eaid in my 
former letter. I will content myself with placing side by 
side with Mr. Oatway’s opinion that of M. Mollo, who is an 
electrical engineer and, what is more to the purpose, chief of 
the Naples Fire Brigade, as expressed in his “ Nozioni di 
elettro-tecnica per uso dei vigili italiani ” (Milan: Societa 
editrica Libraria, 1900), page 69 :— 

It can be easily understood that if each alarm had a special 
line the result would be a very complicated service, that 
would be continually out of order, and of no practical use, 
as it would necessitate a most extensive and detailed system 
of surveillance." 

_ This opinion, expressed by a man who has no personal 
interest in the matter, carries, I think, as much weight as 
Mr. Oatway’s, who cannot make me forget that he constructs 
alarms with wires. 

_ Mr. Oatway seems to be greatly interested in the ques- 
tion of interference in wireless telegraphy, and to think that 


it might lead to serious consequences. I will, therefore, 
consider this question in detail ; at any rate, as far as my fire 
alarm is concerned. 

The problem must be studied in two ways. Let us first 
consider the influence exercised upon the receiver at a fire 
station by lightning, by the simultaneous working of several 
alarms, or by that of commercial or other wireless telegraphy 
stations. As to the first contingency, we may remark that 
the absence of earth and the smallness of the antenn:e (which 
are, however, sufficient for the short distances under con- 
sideration) would greatly lessen the chances of disturbances. 
Moreover, it is well known that these disturbances do not 
prevent the reading of a telegram. At the worst, they 
would only lead to false alarms. I will describe later on a 
means of avoiding this contingency. As regards the case of 
the simultaneous working of two alarme, in the first place, 
statistics show that this never occurs; and, secondly, it could 
be remedied by arranging the instruments in such a manner 
that a certain time would elapse before each transmitter 
would re-transmit its signal. During this time we could 
receive from another transmitter. As regards disturbances due 
to other stations, it is necessary in the first place to show that 
these other stations really exist, which is by no means 
certain. What may eventually come to pass in various 
towns cannot now be taken into account. Moreover, this 
drawback could be remedied (1) by syntonisation, which, 
even in the opinion of Captain Ferric, its great opponent, is 
effectual for short distances. The fire station and all the 
alarm transmitters would be tuned alike ; (2) by mechanical 
means, for instance, by arranging the automatic Morse in 
such а manner that it will only be released if the message is 
preceded by a certain signal or by regulating the receiver so 
that it shall only answer to signals longer than the usual 
ones, or again by combining the two methods. We will now 
consider the influence which the alarms can exercise on 
commercial or other stations. Here, again, it must be 
assumed that these other stations exist, which we dispute. 
But even if they do, the matter is of very little importance, 
as fires are comparatively rare occurrences, and the inter- 
ference cannot in this case be of great consequence. Lastly, 
it can be remedied by syntony or by directing the waves 
towards the fire station, which, in default of my own appli- 
ances for short distances, can be done even with the aid of 
Hertzian reflectors. | 

As regards the question of economy, I wonder that Mr. 
Oatway did not refrain from speaking of it at all. For my 
part, I shall not go deeply into the question. It would be 
idle to discuss a point so simple and so universally 
admitted. Mr. Ostway takes care to put before you only 
the mean cost of this underground circuit of 4 mile 
and of the apparatus. He tells you that the maintenance 
amounts to from £3 to £10 per subscriber, but he is silent 


- abont the cost of first establishment of the line, which it 


would be interesting to know, and which does not exist in 
the case of wireless telegraphy. These figures, which Mr. 
Oatway so carefully keeps back, I do not hesitate to give, 
as far as wireless telegraphy is concerned. Vor the short 
distances involved, the cost of the transmitter is about 
500 fr., that of the single receiver at the fire station, about 
1,000 fr., whilst the expenses of maintenance do not exceed 
from 5 fr. to 10 fr. per year per apparatus. 

As to the objection that my apparatus could not “ give 
notice of fire uniformly and immediately under any atmo- 
spheric and industrial conditions,” which is the first and 
most essential demand of the Fire Prevention Congress of 
London with regard to fire alarms, I will appeal from Mr. 
Oatway badly informed to Mr. Oatway better informed. 
Besides the model described in detail in the Practical 
Engineer and Electricity only, where a mercury thermometer 
is mentioned, the most essential part of my apparatus is 
described as a wireless fire alarm characterised by the 
combination of any apparatus susceptible to heat with a 
wireless telegraph transmitter, acting at a distance auto- 
matically and without wires upon a receiver at the fire 
station or any place required. Mr. Oatway claims to 
possess the best detector in existence. I do not wish to 
contradict him, but there is nothing to prevent the best 
detector in existence—Mr. Oatway’s, for instance from 
being added to the other advantages of my apparatus. 

Mr. Oatway urges that firemen are inexperienced in tele- 
graphy. Do they require less experience to read ordinary 
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messages than wireless ones? Besides, the economical 
advantages of wireless telegraphy are such that the companies 
installing tbe apparatus could very well maintain at the 
stations at their own expense—if the charge weighed too 
heavily on the fire brigade—professional telegraph operators. 
Mr. Oatway also brings forward the telegraph monopoly 
possessed by the Postmaster-General, and the necessity of 
obtaining his consent. I am ready to ask for his sanction 
as soon a8 my instruments are ready to betested. I do not 
know, however, whether his intervention in the matter can 
be justified. Apart from the pecuniary question, which is of 
very little importance, and should not in my opinion even 
be taken into account, for the thought of wishing to profit 
by the misfortunes of others seems odious to me, I cannot 


imagine a police inspector or any one else coming to ask me 


to produce my authorisation from the Postmaster-General if, 
in the case of a fire near the fire station, I should call the 
attention of the brigade by using my voice or making 
gestures. This would also be wireless telegraphy ; it would 
merely be acoustic or optical instead of electrical, that is all. 
In the case of the ordinary fire-alarms, the intervention of 
the Postmaster-General is fully justified, since, leaving out 
of the question the abuses that would probably result, the 
employment of innumerable overhead or underground wires 
would become a public nuisance. Mr. Oatway almost makes 
me forget that my system does not apply to the British Isles 
alone, but to other countries as well, including those in 
which the Postmaster-General has no voice in the matter. 

In short, even if | had not the support of several eminent 
technical men, Mr. Oatway’s suggestions would in no way 
discourage me. I even thank him for them, as well as for 
the wishes he expresses on my behalf. I shall hope soon to 
see Mr. Oatway favouring the invention of which he now 
disapproves. In doing this, he would only be following 
many illustrious examples, of whom the most illustrious 
would assuredly be Edison, once the opponent of wireless 
telegraphy and of Marconi, now their defender, and I con- 
gratulate him warmly on his change of opinion, at which 
there is nothing to be astonished. At first, Edison, the 
opponent of wireless telegraphy, saw it applied, under other 
names 'and other forms; now, Edison, a member of the 
American Marconi Co., defends Marconi and wireless tele- 
graphy, and, in so doing, defends his own work and his own 
interests. May the submarine cable companies—since һе 
is among their most distinguished inventors—and Mr. Oat- 
way, do the same! 


E. Guarini. 
Brussels. 


Ramsgate Tramcar Accident. 


Allow me to correct first Mr. N. D. Cameron’s statement 
that the decision of the Manchester Corporation to equip a 
small number of cars with the brake Mr. Cameron’s com- 
pany pushes with such admirable energy was the outcome of 
а favourable comparison at trials, As a matter of fact, the 
combined pneumatic wheel and track brake was declared by 
the officials who tested it to be the best brake they had ever 
known. On the other hand, it was known long before this 
trial came off that a magnetic brake would first be tried on 
a larger scale before the more expensive pneumatic brake 
would be taken into consideration. This was even hinted 
at when the makers of the pneumatic brake applied for 
permission to be allowed to fit one car with such а brake. 

After the trials made by the technical officials and by the 
manager, the makers of this brake were asked to quote for 
a large number of these brakes. I believe it was 100 equip- 
ments, a request the management would not have made had 
they considered the brake outclassed. 

I need only state that the makers of the combined brake 
had reasons to give only an approximate price, and that this 
brake was consequently not fex/-d at the Committee trials, to 
fully disprove Mr. Cameron’s hint that his magnetic brake 
scored at these trials. Quite the contrary ; his trial brake 


had come in disabled on the previous evening, and workmen | 


were still busy repairing it one hour before the Committee 
arrived at the car-shed. I am certain that the brake did 
not pull up within 30 ft. on that occasion. 

Turning to the statement that only 30 amperes maximum 
are required to stop & 10-ton car travelling at 15 miles an 
hour in 30 ft., I invite Mr. Cameron to show the theoretical 


possibility of annihilating the enormous energy represented 
by the 10-ton car moving at 15 miles an hour with the 
paltry amount represented by a current starting with 30 
amperes and the probably corresponding 100 volts and 
rapidly dwindling down to naught. I also invite Mr. 
Cameron to say how he measured the 30 ft., as tramway 
men are generally quite contented to state such distances 
within a yard or two. 

_ The reasons Mr. Cameron states why air brakes should be 
the right thing for railways and wrong for trams are hardly 
convincing. 

Having only one car to provide with compressed air, the 
compressor on a tramcar can be worked at a fraction of the 
pressure which it has to contend with on railway trains. 
'That there are more stops made on tram lines than on rail- 
ways matters very little, if we consider how many times more 
air is required for each stop of a railway train, and how much 
more leakage has to be made up for in the many brake 
cylinders and couplings of a train. 

But where tramcars offer such marked advantages to the 
pneumatic brake is by the direct action of the air from the 
simple controller valve to brake cylinder, while railway 
trains must be provided with a complicated master valve and 
auxiliary valves on every car. It is well known that these 
valves give most trouble on railways, and their absence on 
trams must be considered a great advantage. 

Another great advantage every brake has on tramcars is, 
that it can be inspected daily, and is never more than a few 
miles from the repairing shop. 

It is hardly necessary to spend much breath over Mr. 
Cameron's claim, in his first letter, that his magnetic brake 
is а champion. To begin with, it does not satisfy the Board 
of Trade, as is clear from the Ramsgate inquiry ; secondly, it 
does not fulfil several very desirable requirementa which 
pneumatic brakes fulfil. | 

Mr. Cameron himself admits that a car cannot be held on 
a fair gradient with the magnetic brake, and that the motor- 
man has to handle a second brake. He denies that this is & 
nuisance ; but what did the Ramsgate inquiry prove ? 

It should, however, be noted that Mr. Cameron oniy 
states that this performance can be produced with 30 amperes, 
but not that the average driver succeeds to anything 
near to this economy. There is no denial that 200 amperes 
and more may be employed. I leave it to those intcrested 
to find out for themselves what currents are actually 
occurring, and how far they conduce to long life of motors. 


Air and Sand. 
Seplember 15th, 1902. 


[A correspondent wants to know who are the makers of 


Empire cloth paper ” for cables.—Eps. El. EC. Rev. ] 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Steam Turbine Plant for Lighting Stations.—At 
Anderson, Indiana, U.S.A., the increasing demand for light and 
power has rendered the present municipal plant (comprising two 
belted generating units) entirely inadequate, and to secure relief 
from these conditions two Westinghouse steam turbine generating 
units, cach of 400-kw. capacity, are being installed, together 
with a 20-xw. exciter direct connected to a Westinghouse standard 
engine. By the employment of turbines, extensions to the power 
house itself have been rendered unnecessary, the capacity of the 
plant at the same time being largely increased. In addition, room 
js made for the installation of a complete boiler plant in the electric 
light building, thus| making the operation of the lighting system 
entirely independent of the waterworks— previously the steam 
power was furnished by the boilers of the latter plant. The new 
additions consist of tbree 310-н.р. Stirling water-tube boilers 
equipped with Roney mechanical stokers. They are being arranged 
to supply saturated steam to the turbines at 150 Iba. pressure, all 
condensation being returned to the boilers by a steam loop and Holly 
gravity system. Surface condensers will be used, and as the 
exhaust will be free from oil the condensed water can be delivered 
direct to the boilers as hot feed. Three-phase current will be 
furnished by the turbo-generators at 2,200 volts pressure, 120 
periods. 'The great feature of the generating station lies in the 
fact that by substituting turbines for the old belted units, not only 
is sufficient space made available for the installation of a complete 
boiler plant, but room is left for possible future extensions without 
ad ditions to the power house itself. 


Vol 58. No. 1,847, Вв>тшмвив 18, 1903] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


461 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
Win mme берт. 16TH, 1902. | WIr виріма берт. 15тн, 1903. 


Alexandria .. . Value £42 Amsterdam... ee .. Value £25 
Amsterdam. é .. 158 Auckland as e eo. M 
Bombay ee ee oe 20 Bombay oe oe ee oe 85 
n Teleg. wire  .. 110 Calcutta  .. ee ee . 9,614 
Buenos Ayres es . 480 саре Town ө» ee 672 
ee ee ee [E] 568 ogne ee 17 
Cape Town. Teleg. mat. .. 856 Colombo  .. " 458 
Channel Islands ..  ..  .. 817 | Constantinople . . - 60 
Christchuroh А ж ee 55 Delagoa Bay 2x xs 44 
Colombo  .. ва es .. 108 Durban НА s as 1,594 
Durban га 2s ae . 469 " Teleg. mat. M 851 
50 Teleg. mat 8,156 East London . ss 6 
East Lon is . . 1,941 Genoa E d xs s 20 
Flushing ee oe ee ee 29 Hon Kong ee ee ee ese 19 
Gothenburg. Teleph. cable. 219 Lyttleton .. ы oe à 93 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat. .. .. 800 elbourne .. D . 9800 
Melbourne .. га s : 166 N LE n s . 268 
New York .. e 2s .. 106 North Atlantic. 66} miles sub- 
North Atlantic. Teleg. cable.. 2,500 marine teleg. cable evo = 
Oporto ee ee ee . 70 Ostend ee ee se ae 56 
Otago ee ee ee ee А 24 Perth ee ee ee ee 805 
Port Elizabeth  .. ie es 85 Port Darwin M T v 60 
Shanghai... ae ws .. 400 Port Elizabeth. Teleg. mat. .. 1,739 
Stockholm .. A is 58 78 Santander .. ee 2b 2 50 
n Teleph. cable .. 161 Spezia. Elec. primers .. 86 
y ee ee ee ee 857 Sydney ee ee ae 1 
Yokohama .. T oe oe 8,815 - Teleph. cable .. 608 
š Toronto ws s a 14 
Weliington .. 957 
Westport .. e» ava 805 
i Teleg. wire .. 579 
Yokohama .. es T os 85 
j Teleg. wire .. 718 
Total es £16,927 Total ee £12,872 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec. appar... Value £206 | Progresso. Telephones .. Value £164 


Ediswan Fittings.— Every fittings manufacturer who 
wishes to keep in touch with the public tastes and requirements 
must becontinually bringing out something new. Buch a course is 
adopted by the Edison & Swan United Electric Light Co., Ltd., at 
whose showrooms in 36 and 37, Queen St., E.C., 
numerous new and artistic fittings may be seen. 
Of course, lart nouveau hand-hammered work 
stands pre-eminent, and the special feature about 
the work is that the whole is hand-made from 
start to finisb, and not, as is sometimes the case, 
stamped бге and “bumped up" afterwards. 
Exoellent models of Louis XIV., XV. and XVI. 
brackets can also be sean, together with Adams's 
and the lighter cast work. Special notice 
should be given to the antique finishes which 
are exhibited—i.c, antique copper, antique 
brass, antique silver and autique iron. The 
company is inviting the trade to inspect the 
Dew season's stocks.  Herewith we give a few 
illustrations of some out of the many designs 
which are on view. Fig. 4 is a three-light 
antique iron and үне copper electrolier 
suitable for either a dining-room or library; the 
whole is hand work. Fig. 3 is а two-light 
bracket, with antique iron finish. The artistic lines 
and curves displayed in this fitting will commend 
it to our readers' taste. The shades shown on 
the fitting also barmonise, and the company 
seems to pay great attention to small artistic 
details Figs. 1 and 2 show lanterns suitable for 
entrances ; both are finished in antique iron, but 
they, like any of the other fittings, can be made 
in any metal ог any finish. The company pays 
special attention to the protection of trade 
interests. The trade discount is reserved solely 
to bond fide traders, so that a contractor can with 
safety send his clients to the showrooms, and rest 
€ that his "consideration " will be reserved 
to 


Koyoe's Motor Works.—Messrs. Royce, 
Ltd., have now completed and started up the 
new works which they have erected at Trafford Fic. 1. 
Park, Manchester, for the manufacture of dyna- 
mos and motors in quantities. The works, which 
covera large area aod include a fully equipped iron foundry, are 
electrically driven throughout, have been expressly designed with a 
view to promoting rapid and economical production, and are 
equipped with a splendid selection of the latest automatic and other 
machine tools and labour-saving devices. The resultant economy 
in the manufacture of Messrs. Royce's standard lines of machines 
has been such as to enable them to considerably reduce prices 
without diminishing the quality, to meet the keen competition at 
present prevailing. 


Queen Anne's Chambers.—The contract for electric 
light and power wiring at Queen's Anne's Chambers, Westminster, 
has been placed with the British Electric and Telephone Co. These 
buildings, whicb, whan completed, will be one of the largest blocks 
of offices in the world, occupy the greater portion of the site 
bounded by Broadway, Tothill Street, New Tothill Street and 
Dacre Street, Westminster. The electric passenger elevators are 
being erected by Mesers. Waygood & Otis. This work is being car- 
ried out to the specification, and under the direction, of Mr. B. H. 
Rolfe, M.A., consulting engineer to Mesers. Rolfe & Matthews, of 
3, Adelaide Street, W. C. 


Sankruptcy Proceedings.—James Pollock, electrical 
engineer, 1964, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, was examined in 
bankruptcy before Sheriff Thomson, in the Sheriffs’ Court, on 
Monday, 14th inst. Bankrupt stated that he commenced business 
18 yearsago. He had no capital, but gathered stock by his own 
labours. At first he did work for firms that did not keep a staff 


of their own, and he gradually got a connection in this way. He 


prepared balance-sheets regularly every year up till 1898 or 1899; 
they were made up by an accountant, aud the last one struck 
showed a capital of £1,500. He sold some telephones to the 
National Telephone Co. for £1,375, part of which he sunk in pur- 
chasing new works. He paid £300 for them, and he also took over 
& house attached to the works for £470. He carried on the works 
for two years, during which he lost £1,100. He also carried on a 
clock business, in which he lost £1,500 on bogus orders. He had 
resolved on sequestration because of three creditors pressing him 
very hard. But for that, he thought he could have paid every 
creditor in full. The state of affairs showed liabilities £2,156, and 
assets £268 Os. 5d. 


Sherman v. Lowenstein.—In the Vacation Court on 
Wednesday Mr. Justice Buckaill was asked to appoint a receiver of 
the property and assets of a partnership business, which had 
been formed to manufacture electric dry batteries. The partner- 


ship had been dissolved, but there was a question between the 


parties as to the ownership of certain batteries. His Lordship did 
not think the matter was particularly urgent, but after some dis- 
cussion he agreed to appoint the plaintiff's receiver. 


Coney Island, N.Y.—In a recent issue of the Brooklyn 
Edison the attractions of Coney Island are eulogised, and the flood 
of illumination which is provided at night time with almost 
profligate extravagance is cleverly illustrated by a series of 
coloured prints from photographe taken after suneet. Coney 
Island was once a barren waste, but has been converted into a most 
attractive pleasure resort, pleasant enough by day, but a dream of 
brilliancy by night. The latter, of course, is wholly derived from 
the Edison Co.'s electric service. | 


Fia. 3. 


FIG. 4. 


Fic. 2. 
EpIswan FITTINGS. 


Annual Dinner.—The annual dinner of the staff of 
Mesera. De Grelle, Houdret & Co., London Wall, E.C., took 
lace on Saturday last at the Duke's Head, Walton-on- 
mes. Previous to the dinner a cricket match took place, 
Married v. Single, and proved in favour of the latter by 
2 runs. This result is hardly good enough to be of much 
assistance to the cause of bachelordom among the staff. After 
dinner, which was favoured by Mr. Henry De Grelle and Mr. Jules 
Houdret, jun, the former alluded, in feeling terms, to the loss the 
firm had sustained by the death of the late Mr. George Beesley a 
short time ago. Mr. Bowles proposed the toast of the prosperity of 
the firm, coupled with the name of Mr. De Grelle, to which tbat 
gentleman replied in well-chosen words, at the same time offering, 
on behalf of the firm, a subscription towards the formation of a 
permanent cricket club. 


Bastian Meters.—The Bastian Meter Co., Ltd., has 
lately received contracts for the supply of meters of 10 amperes 
capacity to the following places :—Melrose, Jedburgh, Dalkeith and 


Dollar, and the London Ucunty Council Cottages, at the Sewage 


Outfall Works, Crossneses, + 
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The *Parlyphone."—Small telephone sete, like small 
arc lamps and small profits, have been a leading feature in the 
electrical trade of late,“ and, as might be supposed, the Berliner 
Telephone Manufacturing Co. has not been backward in responding 
‚ to the call. The accompanying illustrations show the “ Parlyphone," 
a hand combination which is suitable for use in conjunction with 


к 
М 


Fia. 2, 


Fic. 1. 


the ordinary electric bell circuits in houses, shops, &c. Fig. 1 shows 
the instrament suspended from the bell-push at the calling station, 
and fig. 2 the corresponding arrangement at the answering end 
near the bell or indicator. Figs. 3 and 4 are diagrams of the 
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connections used respectively with a single bell circuit, and with a 
number of circuits and an indicator. Both sets have keys in the 
handles, which must be depressed when speaking. The receivers 
have double-pole permanent magnets, and with the transmitters are 


Fic. 4. 


designed to work satisfactorily with the ordinary bell batteries. 
We have tested these sets, and found the speaking remarkably clear 
and audible, while their appearance is much above that of the 
ordinary run. The idea appears to have so thoroughly “caught 
on" that in our opinion the small telephoneiset will in future 


become an important feature in private telephone enterprise. 
Incidentally, the Berliner Co. has crowded itself out of its present 
premises, and has removed into & much larger establishment 
at No. 200, Upper Thames Street, where the whole building will be 
utilised for showrooms, stores and general offices. 


Catalogues and Lists.—The GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., 
Lrp., has just published two new liste. No. P. 1,039 is devoted to 
the Witton " continuous-current dynamos, and it is a ' sister" list 
to the “Witton” oontinuous-current motor catalogue issued 
some time ago. There is a clear and concise specification of the 
dynamos, of which the company makes two types, viz., the open 
protected pattern for small outputs, and the open multipolar 
pattern for large outputs. These machines have been standardised 
in a large variety of sizes for 110, 220 and 440 volte, and also for 
140 volts in connection with accumulator charging. They are all 
built on the latest and most approved designs, all parts being inter- 
changeable and made to gauge. The numerous tables of dimensions, 
prices, &c., are clearly arranged, some considerable trouble having 
been taken to set out in detail for the use of customers, weights, 
shipping dimensions, and linear dimensions of the various sizes, 
ind a table of spare parts and accessories. The other circular 
(No. Е 1,042) is of especial moment as it is a list of English-made 
arc lamp carbons. As our readers are fully aware, the сэш раву has 
laid down at Witton, near Birmingham, a factory based on the 
latest and most up-to-date Continental experience; it is now in a 

ition to supply arc lamp carbons of its own Witton make. 

e list shows three qualities, vis, a “standard” and a 
“special” quality, and a third quality which is specially recom- 
mended for enclosed arc lamps. The company expresses itself 
as being oonfident that users of arc lamp carbons will prefer 
to purchase carbons made in this country, and thus be independent 
of the fluctuations of prices due to strikes, &c., on the Continent, 
and also that they will appreciate the advantages of quick 
delivery. One reason given in the list why the English-made 
Witton carbons should be used is because they are no dearer than 
Continental-made carbons.” 

The Howard asphalt solid system is explained, and the advan- 
tages of the troughing system are enumerated, in a well got up 
booklet just compiled by the Howarp Conpurr Co., LTD., of 
Trafford Park. Some good photographic views, showing laying 
operations in process, а series of letters from engineers expressing 
their satisfaction with the system, and a list of some of the more 
important of the company's customers, including Government and 
othez public departments, municipal and other electric lighting 
undertakings, &c , are given. 

Messrs. Frepx. Tuomas & Co., of the Enterprise Art Metal 
Works, 189, Drummond Street, N.W., who bave been manufacturers 
of electrical art metal work for the past 12 years, have sent us a 
number of illustrated sheets showing numerous designs of electric 
lighting fittings. These are advance sheets from a catalogue which 
is now preparing for publication, and they show some artistic 
designs of pendants, lanterns and ceiling counterweight fittings. 
The firm's works are equipped with modern plant and machinery, 
and a large stock of raw material is held in readiness for turning 
out work promptly. 

. LAUBENCE, Scorr & Co., Lrp., of Norwich, have just 
issued a new circular showing some of their specialities, including 
motor winches, as made for H.M. new yacht Victoria and Albert, with 
patent interlocking hand-brake gear and drum controller. Some 
views of their standard lines of motors, such as they have supplied 
in large numbers to Vickers, Sons & Maxim, Cadburys, and the 
Birmingham Small Arms Co., appear. 

A catalogue of hand, hydraulic and electric lifts, hoists, cranes, 
&c. has been published by the SArzTv Lirr AND Exevaror Co. 
(M. T. Medway), of Albert Worke, Rolt Street, Deptford. Electric 
lifta for passenger and goods service, direct coupled, with patent 
lift controller, electro-magnetic brake, over-travel trip switches, and 
for continuous or alternating current circuits are detailed and illus- 
trated. The book also contains a description of an electrically- 
driven friction hoist, and a variety of hoisting machinery such 
as to make it useful to architects and engineers who have to do 
with the erection and equipment of large buildings where lifts are a 
necessity. 

А new pamphlet (No. 48) has been sent to us by Mxssns. ERNEST 
Bcorr & Mounta, LTD., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, containing а 
description of electrical plant which they have supplied for the 
Polton Colliery of the Lothian Coal Co. The installation comprises 
a 130-1.H.P. horizontal engine driving by belt a 70-xw. continuous 
current dynamo, and a 75-н.р. motor driving a set of duplex centri- 
fugal pumps. 

A new list which has been brought out by the Dowsrxa Rapiantr 
Heat Co., тр, of Budge Row, E.O., places before the trade and 
users generally several new and neat types of these well-known 
laminous electric radiators. As the season is now at hand no doubt 
the list will be in demand among electrical installation contractors. 

Mezssas. TonwER Bros., of 134, Upper Thames Street, have 
issued a catalogue giving dimensioned drawings of electrical sheets 
for dynamos and transformers, in squares and rectangles of 
dimensions up to 66 in. wide, including dynamo armature discs, 
laminated pole tips, stator and rotor and transformer stampings. 

From Messrs. Оғғовр, WILSON & BaRFIELD, manufacturing 
electrical engineers, of 98, Woodcock Street, Birmingham, there 
has come to hand a list (20 pp.) giving illustrations and prices of a 
few of their specialities. These include automatic time switches, 

hotographic arc lampe, resistances, measuring instrumenta, theatre 

ghting accessories, switch service fusee, main switches, electr:- 
lanterns, and so on. The firm make a numerous class of apparatus 
b2yond those mentioned, and they also have a special repair de- 
partment for dynamo and motor work. 


(Continued on page 467.) 
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THE NEW ELECTRICITY WORKS OF THE 
MANCHESTER CORPORATION. 


THE article under the above title, in which, in June and 
July last, we gave an account of the recent developments at 
Manchester, will be fresh їп the memory of our readers. 
Through the courtesy of the chief engineer, Mr. G. F. 
Metzger, we are now enabled to supplement it by illus- 
trations and particulars of the large generating sets which 
are in course of erection in the new engine room at Stuart 
Street, works. 

The two main engines which were supplied by the Walleend 
Slipway and Engineering Co, Ltd., and which are illustrated 


receivers. All hot parts of the engines are lagged with 
sectional magnesia and covered with steel sheeting. Metallic 
packing is used in all the stuffing boxes. The pistons 
are of cast-iron, with cast-iron packing rings. The 
slippers are lined with white metal, and work in guides 
bored out to different centres to prevent the rods from turning. 
The main bearings are of gun-metal, carried in the bed- 
plate, and lined with white metal ; water jackets are pro- 
vided to all frictional parte for use if necessary. The 
crankshaft is of steel, bored hollow throughout, and 
special attention has been given to Ше balancing 
of the cranks; the valve gear is of the Corliss type, 
with provision for adjusting the cut- ff from the switch- 


WALLSEND SLIrwar Co's 6,000-н.р. ENGINE. 


herewith, are of the triple-expansion vertical type, having 
four cylinders and four cranks each ; the pressure for which 
they are designed is 190 lbs. per sq. in. at the stop valve, 
the steam being superheated to a temperature of 500° F. 
They will be used io conjanction with surface condensers, 
giving a vacuum of 27 in. The normal output of each 
engine is 6,000 I. H. P., running at 75 revs. per minute, and 
the emergency output 6.500 r.H.P. for two hours; when 
running non-condensing the output will be 5,000 I. H. p. The 
engine is mounted upon a cast-iron bed-plate of box pattern, 
provided with wells to catch waste oil; the corresponding 
alternator is mounted on independent bed-plates, with a main 
bearing on each side. The cylinders are fitted with hard 
cast-iron liners, and steam jacketed, except in th? case of 
the low-pressure cylinders; the cylinder covers are also 
jacketed, and finished bright inside. Relief valves are 
fitted at both ends of each cylinder, ‘and also on the 


е 


board. Each engine is fitted with two governora, driven 
from the crankshaft with positive gearing; one governor 
controls the speed within 2 per cent. from the mean between 
no load and full load, with a momentary ran up of 5 per 
cent. when the full load is thrown off. Provision is made 
for adjusting the speed within a range of 5 per cent., up or 
down, by hand. The second governor is provided to prevent 
excessive speed being attained, in case of accident. The 
fly-wheel is mounted on the low-pressure end of the crank- 
shaft, and is designed to give an angular variation in one 
revolution not exceeding ls. The air and circulating 
pumps are driven from the h.p. and i.p. cross-heads, as 
shown in the illustration. The engine is provided with 
forced lubrication throughout, at a pressure of 50 lbs. per 
sq. in., the oil pumps being direct driven from the shaft ; 
auxiliary sight-feed lubricators are fitted to all parts. 


Electrically-driven oil pumps are provided between the oil 
F 
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separator (exhaust steam) and the main engine oil tank. 
Steam separators are provided on the main steam pipes, and 
arrangements are made for working the main valves 
from any of the platforms. Tubular rece 


ing the steam with live steam 
at boiler pressure are provided 
between the cylindera. Elec- 
trically - driven barring gear 
is provided for turning the 
engine. The guaranteed 
efficiency of each engine is at 
least 91 рег cent, and the 


steam consumption is not to 


exceed 11 lbs. per I. H. p.-hour 
condensing, or 18 lbs. when 
non-condensing. 

The very massive and im- 
posing proportions of these 
fine engines, the largest yet 
installed for electrical gene- 
ration in this country, are 
well shown in the illustration, 
though their shapely build tends 
to conceal their true magnitude; 
some idea of the latter, however, 
muy be gathered by comparison 
with the stature of the work - 
man standing in the  back- 
ground. The cylinders are 37, 
59, and two 72-in. in diameter, 
and the stroke is 5 ft. The 
shaft measures 30 in. in diameter 
in the fly-wheel, and 21 in. at 
the journals. The engine is 32 ft. 
in height from the fluor level, and 
50 ft. over the air and circulating 
pumps in the basement. 


The two alternators were supplied by the Electrical Co., 
Ltd., of London, and were built in the works of the 
Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, - at 


ivers for reheat- 


is 4.900 Kw. 
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Mr. G. F. MzrzagB, A. M. I. O. E., M. I. E. E., 


City Electrical Engineer, Manchester. 


Berlin; the 


with a power factor of 0°87, and 4,250 Kw. with a power 
factor of unity, while the emergency load for half an hour 


The armatures are of the stationary type, the magnets 


being carried on the periphery 
of the fly-«heel; the braced 
frame construction devised by 
the A.E.G. is used to support 
the armature core. The diameter 
of the rotating part of the 
generator is 27 ft., its weight 
being 110 tons, whilst the total 
outside dimension of the gene- 
rator is 36 ft. 5 in. The wind. 
ing of the armature i8 of tbe 
usual type, connected  star- 
fashion. The field-magnets are 
excited from the auxiliary direct 
current service of the power 
station at 200—225 volte, and 
the power absorbed is specified 
not to exceed 86 KW., when the 
armature power factor is 0:87; 
the magnet poles are provided 
with &mortisseurs to facilitate 
parallel running and prevent 
hunting. Automatic lubrication 
of the main bearings is provided. 

The guaranteed performance 
of the machine is as follows :— 

The temperature rise of any 
prrt of the machine above that 
of the surrounding air, after 24 
hours’ run at fall normal current, 
is not to exceed 70° F. The mean 
fall or rise of pressure between no 
load and full load, or vice versd, is 


not to be greater than 74 per cent. with power fuctor unity, 
or 18 per cent. with a power factor of 087. The 
armature must stand a dead short circuit for two minutes 


accompanying view shows one of the armatures in course 
of erection at the makers’ works. 
the three-phase type, generating at 6,800 — 6,600 volts, 
90 cycles per second; the normal output is 3,750 KW., 


The alternators are of 


ARMATURE OF THE ErxcTRIOAL Оо 's 9,750-kw. ALTERNATOR. 


times the normal. 


without injury, and the current must not exceed four 
The insulation tests include the appli- 
cation of 14,000 volte alternating for опе hour between 
the armature circuits and earth, and between each other, 


EU 
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and 1,000 volts alternating between the field winding and 
earth. 
The efficiencies are to be as follows :— 


Power factor. Full] load. Half load. Quarter load. 
0:87 97 95 4 91 $ 
10 97 96 9, 94 9, 


The alternators must be able to endure an overload of 
15 per cent. on emergency for half an hour, and are to be 
capable of running 
in parallel with each 
otber and with the 
existiag machinery, 
on non - inductive 
and inductive loads, 
and at all loads. 

Particulars of the 
new engine room 
within which these 
large generating seta 
will be housed, and 
of the boilers and 
auxiliary plant 
which will be used 
in conjunction with 
them, were given in 
our article on the 
new electricity 
works of the Man- 
cheater Corporation, 
on p. 18 of the cur- 
rent volume. 

It remains for us to gay a few words anent the personality 
of the chief engineer, Mr. G. F. Metzger, who is responsible 
for the specifications and plans to which these generators 
and the other extensions now in progress are being oon- 
structed, as well as for the conduct of the whole of the huge 
electricity supply undertaking of the Manchester Corporation. 


WARREN HovusR: INTERIOR or DBAwING Room. 


Mr. Metzger, although possessing a foreign name, is an 
Englishman, and served his complete engineering apprentice- 
ship (from 1884 to 1889) at Messrs, J. & H. Gwynne's, 
Hammersmith Ironworks, London. Не then entered the 
employ of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. as draughts- 
man for designing central stations in their area of supply, 
and was first promoted to their Whitehall station as an 
assistant, engineer, and later served in a similar capacity at 
their Sardinia Street station, but finally held the position of 
station superintendent of the Whitehall works. He resigned 
this post to join the firm of Messrs. J. E. H. Gordon & Oo., 
and was by them entrusted with the erection and running of 
the high pressure direct current system in the Crystal 
Palace during the Exhibition of 1892. Messrs. Gordon 
then sent Mr. Metzger to Bray, Ireland, where he was in sole 


charge of the cable laying, and the erection and subsequent 


working of the steam and water-power station. In 1893 he 
was appointed chief engineer and general manager to the 
Bath Electric Lighting and Engineering Co., and when, in 
January, 1897, those works were acquired by the Bath 
Corporation, they appointed him City Electrical Engineer, 
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WARREN HOUSE. 


in which capacity he carried out all extensions to works, 
plant, cables, &c. In March, 1901, he was appointed 
City Electrical Engineer to the Corporation of Man- 
chester, and is now responsible for the running of their 
three generating stations, viz., Dickinson Street Works 
(direct current), 13, 600 н.р. ; Bloom Street (direct current), 
12,000 H.P.; and Stuart Street (three-phase current), 
27,000 H.P., as well ав the many sub-stations connected 
with the whole 
scheme. He is, at 
the present time, 
putting down the 
two 6.000-H.P. 
three-phase units, 
decribed above. 
Both lighting and 
tramways are sup 
plied with power 
from the above- 
mentioned works, 
the total horse- 
power being 52,600, 
and the number of 
tramcars run, when 
all routes are com- 
pleted, will be 700. 
On March 818%, 
1903, the number 
of consumers was 
4,541, and the 
units generated 
in the various stations during the previous 12 months 
amounted to over 22 millions, The tramway demand alone 
is expected to reach nearly 20 million units this year, and it 
will be seen, therefore, that Mr. Metzger bolds the important 
position of being in charge of the lurgest electricity supply 
undertaking in this country. 


A PRIVATE HOUSE PLANT. 


AN interesting example of a modern electric lighting 
installation is that of Warren House, near Hayes, Kent, the 
private residence of Mr. Martin Ridley Smith; some 
illustrations of the house and plant are given herewith. 
Messrs. Dolby & Williamson, of Westminster, were the 
consulting engineers. The contract covered the supply 
and erection of a complete generating plant and storage 
battery, as well as the wiring for lighting and other 
purposes. The house was originally lighted with gas, aud, 
as an example of the ecrap value of gas lighting installa- 
tions, we may mention that the whole of the fittinge, when 
removed from the building, realised the sum of 25s. 

The contractors for the electrical installation were Messrs. 
Tyler & Duncan, of No. 20, New Bridge Street, E.O. 

The generating plant consists of a Crossley. horizontal gas 


WABBEN House: Tus LIBRARY. 


engine having a maximum output of 29:5 B H.P., at 250 
r.p.in. ; the engine is of the latet type, fitted with an extra 
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heavy fly-wheel and outside bearing, and drives the dynamo 
by belt. 
water. 
The dynamo was made by Messre. Crompton & Co., Ltd., 
and is of their multipolar shunt-wound type, giving 100 
amperes at 105 — 150 volts, 800 r.p.m.; views of the 
dynamo and engine are given herewith. 


Three tanks are provided for the cooling 


WanREN Hovse: Dynamo AND MAIN SWITCHBOARD, 


dynamo is the main switchboard, which we also illnstrate, 
consisting of two panels of white marble, fitted up with 
ammeters and voltmeters, charge and discharge battery 


regulators and various main and circuit switches. Provision 
is made for extending the plant and for charging motor- 


cars. 

The battery consists of 56 cells, of 
Messrs. Pritchetts & Gold's manufacture, 
having a capacity of 85 amperes for 
9 hours. A- recording charge and dis- 
charge ammeter of Messrs. Elliott Bros’. 
muke, and a Chamberlain & Hookham watt- 
hour meter, are provided. 

The gas engine is started electrically with 
the aid of the battery, a special switch 
being fixed near the gas bag, us shown in 
the illustration, for this purpose; apart 
from the time taken to warm up the ignition 
tnbe—7 to 10 miautes—the engine can be 
started up and set to work in 30 seconds by 
this means. 

The mains from the engine room to the 
house consist of Callender’s lead-covered 
concentric cable, 87/16 gauge, carried in 
cast-iron pipes laid in trenches 2 fc. 6 in. 
below the ground level. From the main 
distribution board cables are laid to four 
distribution boards of the * Edinburgh " 
type, from which the lighting circuits are 


taken. A separate circuit supplies the 
stables. The wiring throughout has been 


carried out on the “looping” system in 
wood casing, and it is interesting to note 
that no joint exists in the whole of the 
installation. 

Besides the ordinary lighting arrange- 
ments, an electric hot cupboard is installed, 
measuring 3 ft. 6 in. x 4 ft.6in.; electric 
kettles are also used in various parts of 
the house. We illustrate on the preceding page the interior 
of the library and drawing-room, showing rather the subject 
of the illumination than the means whereby it is effected ; 
for, ав in most cases where the lighting is properly carried 
out, the electrical fittings are exceedingly unobtrusive—at 
any rate, in the daytime ! 


Adjoining the 


CHEAP AND SATISFACTORY 
CONSTRUCTION. 


By A. H. M. 


So keen and close has competition in the electrical manu- 
facturing world become, that it behoves 
those who would avail themselves of the 
law which provides for the survival of the 
fittest to see to it that every possible 
economy, consistent with maintaining the 
efficiency of the article unimpaired, is taken 
advantage of. 

In the construction of certain classes of 
switch work, there are directions in which 
economy may well be effected without 
lessening the working life, or affecting the 
natisfuctory operation of the apparatns 
For instance, take the case of a main 
installation switch, destined to be enclosed 
in a cast-iron case and finally fixed in some 
underground passage or cellar, aud pro- 
bably not brought into operation or even 
looked at once in a year. In the сасе of 
such a switch we often find that an article, 
expensive in constraction, and as carefully 
finished ss thoigh intended for а main 
switchboard, is в ipplied and fixed. 

As every manufacturer knows, finish 
represents a large proport‘on «f the cost 
of such articles, but it wou'd sppear that 
this item is of very small »dvantage in 
apparatus intended for work of this nature. 

Such brass castings as are employed 
might, instead of being accurately filed or 
shaped up and lacquered. be left in a less highly finished 
condition, and could be enamelled instead of going through 
the more expensive process of l«cquering. 

The contact-making arm is frequently an expexsive aff ir 
of solid copper or brass, over which much time has been 


WARREN HOUSE: Gas ENGINE. 


spent in filing, polishing and lacquering. Here, again, 
economy might easily. be effected by making the arm itself 
from a soft iron casting, and the contact-makiog bridge 
from copper stampings, the iron arm being stove-enamelled. 
The above remarks will particularly apply to the largely 
used class of switches, fuses, circuit breakers, &c., required 
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for electric power installations, as such are, or should be, 
always enclosed in iron cases. . 

y In the foregoing instances, the essential requirements are 
capacity for the work for; which they are designed, and 
mechanical strength, the question of finish being so imma- 
terial, that there is scope for & very large saving in manu- 
facturing cost in that'particular. 

American manufacturing practice has always followed the 
lines indicated above; in fact, has, in many cases, carried 
the principle too far, that is. to say, has not paused at the 
limit which cannot be exceeded without impairing the actual 
efficiency of the apparatus. Perhaps in no direction is 
flimsy construction so marked as in the foreign manufac- 
tured rheostat:trade, where competition has finally evolved a 
type of article: which can in many instances only be described 
as impossible, from an engineering point of view. 

The liberal substitution of iron castings in place of brass 
or wrought parts is legitimate enough, but the character of 
the terminals, for instance, ought at least to bear some rela- 
tion to the horse-power of the motor with which the switch 
is intended to be used, instead of, as is so frequently the case, 
consisting of a poor little device to which no man living can 
attach a cable. 

In connection with the same class of apparatus there is, 
unfortunately, a very much more serious defect which cannot 
be overlooked, or, as it would possibly be more correct to 
say, which speedily brings itself to the notice of the unfor- 
tunate user. The writer refers to the resistance itself, which 
is, in order to save cost and space, cut down to the lowest limit 
as regards carrying capacity, with the inevitable result that 
the coils are constantly burning out and proving anything 
but economical to the user in the long run. 

The above is a typical instance of cheap and wnsalisfuctory 
construction. 

The writer was recently comparing some circuit breakers 
by different makers, and found in some manufacturers’ work 
a marked tendency to cheapen construction by the adoption 
of well designed and neatly finished enamelled malleable iron 
castings in place of massive shaped and finished brass or 
gun- metal parts. | 

It will, of course, be understood that this applies only to 
Such parte as are not required to carry current, brass or 
copper always being provided for that purpose. 

Under no circumstances is the writer an advocate for 
cheap and flimsy construction, but, at the same time, he is con- 
vinced that there are many economies which may legitimately 
be effected, and of which the British manufacturer must 
avail himself, in order to be in the best position to check 
the inroads of foreign competition. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Б (Continued from page 462.) 


Catalogues and Lists.—The approach of the arc light- 
ing season has been signalised by the receipt of several lists relat- 
ing to illumination and heating specialities. One of these is a 
priced circular of miniature arc lamps for shop and house lighting, 
issued by Мв. G. BRAULIK. 

Messrs. D. Santon: & Co., Ітр, of 28, Ely Place, Holborn 
Circus, E.C., have just issued from the press a list (G) in which 
prices are given of “ Supra” brush-holders, carbon copper brushes, 
foliated rolled metal dynamo brushes, and arc lamp carbons. A full 
description appears of a novelty which the firm is now offering for 
the first time, 2 e., a safety suspension lock for arc lamps. The illus- 
trations show а sectional view of the device, and a lamp with it 
placed in position. It is made in two standard sizes, suitable for 
wire ropes measuring up to 2 in. and 1) in., respectively. The latter 
size type can be supplied combined with an automatic coupling 
arrangement, which makes and breaks the circuit when the lamp is 
raised or lowered, thus avoiding loose hanging wires. The appa- 
ratus is claimed to be quite simple and to afford absolute security 
against accidents. 

Мн. Н. DupLEY BARLOw, of 237, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C., 
gives a few facts relating to his patent device for ensuring slow 
starting and stopping of lifts, hoists, бс, in harmonically graduated 
manner, irrespective of the speed of motor or prime driving shaft. 
It is claimed to obviate complicated controllers where electric lifts 
are used. 

The CAMBRIDGE SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENT Co., Lro., has issued an 
excellent and very useful list particularising the Duddell patent 
oscillographs. A very full description of the apparatus is accom- 
panied by illustrations of the different types, the methods of 
working, and many copies of records taken with the oscillograph. 


Mzmsens. Forums, MaoLEoD & Оо. have issued a new list 
(Section T) in which prices and pictures are given of their tele- 
phones, switchboardsand accessories. The illustrations of different 
types of telephonic apparatus are of a very high class and most 
effective in showing up details. Other sheete, issued separately, 
deal with the Lux incandescent lamps, lamp shades, small motors 
for fan and power work, and ceiling roses. ' 

А new Jandus arc lamp price list has been issued by Messrs. 
DRAKE & GoBHAM, LTD. Single and double enclosure types for 
continuous current are placed before the trade, of standard, com- 
mercial and spherical globe patterns. Lamps for alternating current 
circuits are likewise detailed, and prices of numerous spare parts 
are clearly set forth. 


Books Received.— Economic Notes on Insular Free 
Trade," by the Right Hon. Arthur J. Balfour, M.P. London: 
Longmans, Green & Co. 1903. 1s. net. С 

" Whittaker's Electrical Engineer's Pocket Book,“ edited by 
Kenelm Edgcumbe. London: Whittaker & Co. 38. 6d. net. 

“Electrical Installations,” by Rankin Kennedy. Vol. V. London: 
The Caxton Publishing Co. 9s. net. 

“ Transactions of the North-East Coast Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders.” Vol. XIX., Nos. 8 and 9. Newcaatle: The 
Secretary, N. E. O. I. E. and 8. 

“Science Abstracts,“ August 25th, 1903. (Parts A and В.) 
London: E.and F. N. Spon, Ltd. 1s. 6d. each. 

“The Manufacture of Iron and Steel Tubes," by E. C. R. Marks. 
2nd edition. Manchester: The Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. 
1903. 58. net. 

" Governors and Governing Mechanism," by Н. R. Hall. Man- 
chester: The Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. 1903. 2s. 6d. net. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—The London Gazelle 
of 15th inst. contains notice of an application, which is to be heard 
on September 23rd at the Law Oourts, for winding up G. F. Milnes 
and Co., Ltd., by the Court, or, in the alternative, for the con- 
tinuance of the voluntary winding up under the supervision of the 
Court, and that Mr. H. H. Bloomer, chartered accountant, of 
Birmingham, or some other fit and proper person, may be appointed 
liquidator in the place of Max Meyer, the voluntary liquidator, or, 
in the alternative, to act jointly with him as liquidator. The 
prn has been presented by Mesers John Lysaght, Ltd., of 

isto]. 

Messrs. F. A. Clayton and W. Turner (Clayton & Turner, elec- 
trolier makers and art metal workers, Manchester) have dissolved 

nership. Mr. Clayton attends to debts and continues the 
business at the old addresses as Clayton & Co. Mr. Turner is to 
carry on business on his own account at 178, Stockport Road, 
Levenshulme. 


Trade Announcements,.—O wing to increase of busi- 
ness in the Birmingham district, the British Westinghouse Electric . 
and Manufacturing Oo. has had to establish a new district office in 
that locality, under the management of Mr. G. K. Chambers, 
formerly contract manager of the British Insulated Wire Co. The 
address of the new district office, which is now iu full operation, is 
Central House, New Street, Birmingham. 

Messrs. William Macdonald & Co. (Wm. Rickard's electric wires 
and cable suppliers) of 118, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., have 
formed their business into a limited company, with the title the 
British Electric Calibrated Fuses, Ltd. 

Mr. Gwynne has retired from the business of Gwynne & Co., 
which he has conducted for the past 50 years at Brooke Street Works, 
Holborn, E.O., and Messrs. J. and H. Gwynne, Ltd., engineers, of 
Hammersmith Iron Works and 81, Cannen Street, have bought up 
his entire interest. They have taken over the staff, including Mr. 
Neville G. Gwynne, who has latterly managed the business. The 
business will be conducted at the Brooke Street and Cannon Street 
offices as heretofore. 

The Berliner Telephone Manufacturing Co. has removed to larger 
premises at 200, Upper Thames Street, E C., where a large stock 
will be carried, and most orders will be executed by return. 

The Bristol premises of Messrs. Veritys, Ltd. have been removed 
from Edinburgh Chambers, Baldwin Street, Bristol, to 3, Queen's 
Square, Bristol, where they have taken extensive premises, stores, 
showrooms, &c., owing to increased business and for the better 
convenience of their customers in the West of England and Wales. 
By means of these alterations Messrs. Veritys are able to carry a 
larger stock for prompt deliveries. 


Electric Lifts.—The Royal apartments used by H.M. 
the King last week at Doncaster racecourse have been furnished 
with an electric passenger lift by Messrs. Archibald Smith and 
Stevens. The machine is a duplicate of that erected for the King’s 
personal use at Epsom by the same firm, and was during the King’s 
visit under the care of Mr. Major on behalf of the makers and of 
the Doncaster Race Committee. 


ELECTRIO LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ayr.—The electricity department this year shows a 
surplus of £300. The number of consumers amounts to 681, an 
increase of 151 over the previous year. The number of lamps 
connected was 4,080 against 2,746. "The total units consumed were 
1,014,774. The revenue from private lighting at a charge of 5d. 

r unit was £4,864, an increase of £1,099; the revenue from public 

ighting at 2d. per unit was £3,547, an increase of £1,399. Traction 
and other sources of revenue brought the income to £10,611. Last 
year there was a deficit of £756. The salary of Mr. Roland Marshall 
electrical engineer, has been increased to £300. 
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Ballymena.— What could be more engaging in its 
artlessness than the action recorded below? The U.D.C. was 
asked by the B. of T. what steps it bad taken to carry out its prov. 
order of 1897. In reply, the Council decided to ask the Board to 
extend the time of the order until the town had decided whether 
it would go in for electric light or not ! 


Bognor. — The U.D.C. has adopted the scheme put 
forward by the Industrial Engineering Co. for supplying electricity 
to the town. 


Bo'ness.—The T.C. last week received a letter from Mr. 
Ogilvie, of King & Co., electrical engineers, Leith, in which he 
stated that he understood that they had agreed to appoint him con- 
sulting engineer. He now learned that the National Wiring Co. 
objected to his appointment, on the ground that he was a member of 
a firm of contractors. Had he been aware that they had a right to 
do so he would never have allowed his name to be considered at all, 
and he now withdrew his application. The withdrawal was 
accepted, and the Council appointed Messrs. Burstall & Monkhouse, 
London, as the Council’s consulting engineers for the electrical 
scheme. 


Brighton.— Mr. Arthur Wright, consulting engineer, has 
recommended the Т.О. to charge for energy in the extended area 
7d. per unit for 490 heurs a year and 1d. afterwards. This will, he 
says, bring the average price to 4'3d. per unit. 


Cambridge.—The University Library at Cambridge is 
to be lit by electricity. In view of the priceless nature of its 
contents, very special precautions are being taken to prevent any 
risk of fire, and Messrs. Handcock & Dykes, of Westminster, bave 
been called in to advise on the subject. We understand tbat the 
contract has been let to the Cambridge Electric Supply Co. 


Cheltenham.—[In a discussion recently at the T.C. 
meeting, it was stated that the electricity undertaking had in eight 
years resulted in a loss of £17,000. The chairman of the Lighting 
Committee replied tbat tbis sum bad not come out of the rate- 
payers’ pockets; it was placed to a suspense account, and was 
balanced by £10,010 in the sinking Jund and another £4,425 awaiting 
investment, He maintained tbat the undertaking had made a 
profit of £21,038 during the eight years. This kind of finance, we 
need hardly point out, is just the sort of thing that brings discredit 
on municipal management. The loss, of course, cannot be seriously 
denied; but to say that it is balanced by the sinking fund is as 
much as to say, “If I owe Tom a shilling and Dick another, I can 
pay them botb, because I have a shilling in my pocket!” It would 
be far better for all parties, besides being the only honest course, to 
admit the loss, and to endeavour to remedy it, instead of juggling 
with figures in order to hoodwink the ratepayers. 


Clydebank.—The T.C. has concurred in the plebiscite 
decision that the electric lighting of the burgh be carried out by the 
Clyde Valley Electricity Co. 


Farnborough. — The U. D. C. has received an offer from 
the Farnham Gas Co. for the supply of the town with the electric 
light. 


Horsham.— The U. D. C. has received from tbe L. G. B. 
sanction to raise a loan of £9,500 for E. L. extension purposes. 
There are now 4, 275 lamps connected, and applications for 1:5 more 
have been made. 


Huddersfield.— A deputation has waited on the Elec- 
tricity Committee of the T.C. with a view to the extension of the 
electricity mains to the township of Golcar. The deputation 
decided to recommend the District Council to approve similar terms 
to those arranged between the Corporation and the Linthwaite 
Council, subject to the mains being laid in the principal streets 
within two years from the commencement of the order. 


London.—BATTERSEA.— We understand that the para- 
graph published in our last issue, relating to trouble with the 
Borough Council's employés, was without foundation in fact, and 
we have pleasure in making this correction. 

SHOREDITCH.—The estimates submitted to the B.C. on Tuesday 
provided for working expenditure to the amount of £21,769 for the 
electricity undertaking during the six montbs to end March 31st, 
1904. This makes the total estimated expenditure for the year 
£44,056. It was stated tbat the estimated surplus was £1,751. 
Sanction was given for capital expenditure of £1,350 to provide 
additional store accommodation in Coronet Street, and £350 for 
running а larger main along Wilson Street. The Lighting Com- 
mittee reported that the last-named expenditure was necessary to 
comply with an application for a supply of current amounting to 
500 amperes, from which a yearly revenue of £500 would be 
received. 

ВЕвмоОнрвкү.—Оп Tuesday the B.C. considered a long report 
from Messrs. Kincaid, Waller, Manville & Dawson upon proposed 
extensions to the electric undertaking. They recommended that 
the following plant be installed at once:—Engine house :—One 
300-Kw. dynamo of 480—500 volts, direct coupled to a high-speed 
three-crank triple-expansion engine, with proportion of spares, 
£2,900; engine and generator foundations, £220; additions to 
main switchboard: one generator panel, three feeder panels, two 
booster panels, cable connections, £690; two booster transformers 
for outside district feeders, £800. Destructor house :—One additional 
boiler of the same size as the existing boilers; two additional 
destructor cells, overhead storage tank for artesian well water, 
extension of destructcr house building — in all £5,510. 
Low pressure feeders:and distributing mains for the supply at 
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Rotherhithe, £11,078; 35 aro lamps, with mains, switch 
pillars, &., £1,761; engineering and contingencies, £2,295; 
total, £25,254. Further plant to be installed when extensions to 
buildings are completed: — Engine house:—One 300-K W. 500- 
volt dynamo, direct coupled to high-speed triple-expansion 
engine, £2,900; additional balancer, £300 ; further additional 
switchgear; one generator panel, cable connections, balancer 
panels, £400; extension of engine house to receive above 
set and space for two further sets, including engine foundations, 
£3,450. Boiler house :—Two boilers of the water-tube marine type, 
each to evaporate normally 11,000 lbs. of water per hour with 
steady steaming, and 14,000 lbs. if requisite, complete with fittinge, 
£2,400 ; new boiler house building, 44, 282; foundations for two new 
boilers, £100 ; economisers for two new boilers, £400 ; superheaters, 
£240; chain grate stokers, £440 ; main flue and up-takes with con- 
nection to existing underground flues, £500; induced draught. 
apparatus, consisting of motor-driven fan and connections to flue, 
£400 ; extensions to steam, exhaust, feed and drain pipes, additional 
feed pumps and connections, £800; coal conveyor and elevator, 
with receiving hopper and electric driving gear, £900 ; coal bunkers 
to serve four boilers (two boilers only being installed at present), 
providing storage for 200 tons of coal, £1,000. Wiring of building 
extensions, including offices, £350; booster transformer rooms, 
stores and offices over same, £1.590; extension of engineer's 
offices, £533; incidental worke, £750; add 10 per cent. for en- 
gineering and contingencies, £2,173; total, £23,908. Mr. Cox, 
cheirman of the Lighting Committee, explained that the scheme 
differed in several respects from that previously prepared by Mr. 


_ Vincent and Mr. Angel, that the proposed sub-station at Rother- 


hithe would be done away with, and that the total cost would be 
smaller than in the first scheme. It was decided to carry out the 
extensions in accordance with the report of the consulting 
engineers, who were retained at an inclusive fee of 24 per cent. 
Messrs. Kincaid, Waller, Manville & Dawson reported that not- 
withstanding the hardness of the water from the artesian well, the 
purifier supplied by the Stanhope Oo. had proved to be capable of 
dealing with it in a thoroughly efficient manner. There was 
therefore no reason now why the water should not be used regularly 
in the boilers. 


Maidstone.—The Corporation Electricity Committee on 
Friday recommended the T.C. to apply for a loan of £1,770, the sum 
necessary to adapt the machinery at the electricity works to traction 
purposes. 


Queenborough. — The reconstruction of the Flushing 
Pier at Queensborough, in the Isle of Sheppey, destroyed by fire 
some years ago, and belonging to the South-Eastern and Chatham 
Railway Co., is fast approaching completion. The whole of the 
gigantic structure is now electrically equipped throughout, all tho 
cranes, capstans, &c., being driven by electricity from the new 
power station erected on the plant. For lighting the pier thero 
are eight arc lamps of 2,000 с.р. each, and about 200 incandescent 
lamps. The installation is worked on the twc-wire system, supply- 
ing continuous current, at a pressure of 2:39 volts. The generating 
plant consists of two Electric Construction Co.'s direct driven steam 
sets (Willans), each capable of giving an output of 60 m.P. when 
running at a speed of 460 revolutions per minute, and the engines 
are of the central valve compound type, suitable for working con- 
densing or non-condensing, as required, with a pressure of 150 lbs. 
per sq. in., and also capable of giving 90 n H.P. continuously. The 
generators are of the E.C.C. standard bipolar type, shunt wound, 
and suitable for supplying power direct or charging batteries. The 
boilers are two in number, of the Lancashire type, suitable for 
working at a steam pressure of 150 lbe. per sq. in., or 180 lbs. if 
required. Each boiler is of sufficient capacity for working both 
engines, and natural draught is employed. Thereare also included 
the necessary feed pumps, injectors, and condensing plant. The 
battery forms a reserve, which may be drawn upon in heavy 
loads, and works in conjunction with a Highfield, patent booster 
(the Е.С.С. are the sole makers), by reason of which steadiness of 
the electrical pressure iv maintained should the load be suddenly 
increased or diminished. The main switchboard is mounted in a 
polished wood frame, and is made of enamelled slate, upon which 
are mounted the necessary instruments and switching apparatus. It 
is divided into four panels, two for the generator circuits, one for the 
power and lighting circuit, and one for the battery and boosting 
circuit. It may be added that all horse labour on the pier bas been 
supplanted by the new motive power. Mr. S. Jones is the com- 
pany's engineer-in-chargo. 


Southend.— Last week a L.G.B. inquiry was held into 
the application of the Corporation for sanction to borrow £20,000 
for the purpose of increasing the plant at the electrical works and 
extending the mains, these developments being necessary through 
the demand for lighting. The number of lamps that had been 
connected up to the present was 28,000, and the figures 
up to March 3186 last, when the financial year ended, 
showed a working expenditure since October of £4,318 19s, while 
the income had been £5,214 15s. 9d, leaving a gross profit of £895 
16s. 9d. As the repayment of loan and interest amounted to £1,889 
78. 3d., there was a net deficiency of £993. 


Teddington.—The U.D.C. has accepted the offer of the 
Twickenham and Teddington Electric Supply Oo. to light 12 Jamps 
by electricity, free of cost, as an experiment, and in order to com- 
pare electric lighting with gas lighting. 


Walton-le-Dale.—The U.D.C. has decided to take steps 
to obtain a prov. order for electric lighting. A company has 
already given notice of its intention to apply for powers to supply 
the district. d 
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Walton (Surrey).— The D.C., after considering an 
offer from the Weybridge Urban Electric Supply Co. to light the 
district, referred the whole question of the policy to be adopted, 
in regard to the prov. order recently obtained, to a committee. 


Whitehaven.—The L. (I. B. has sanctioned the raising of 
& loan of £2,500 for electric lighting p 
The Corporation has offered to light the harbour with electricity 


on terms ranging between £355 and £432 per annum, according to 


the kind of lamps used. 


Windsor.— The T.C. has appointed a special committee 
to consider whether the future lighting shall be by gas or 
electricity. 


ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—At the half-yearly meeting of the Great 
North of Scotland Bailway Co., Mr. Ferguson, the chairman, said 
that the competition of the electric tramways in the neighbourhood 
of Aberdeen had cut into the receipts of suburban trains, and the 
projected new trams towards Donside, on the one hand, and up 
Deeside on the other, were sure to prove a further serious rival. 
With a view to meeting this, the directors were seriously considering 
whether they could not adopt some description of motor-carriage, as 
was now experimented with on the London and South- 
Western and the London, Brighton and South Coast Reil ways. 


Aston Manor.—The Т.С. has accepted Mr. George 
Trentham’s (Birmingham) estimate of £32,500 for the permanent 
way work for the new electrical trams. The contract covers the 
routes from the Birmingbam boundary, and includes Aston Road, 
Aston Road North, Lichfield Road and Victoria Road—all double 
track, with the exception of a short single line bslow the railway 
bridge at Aston Station. Allthe material used must be of British 
manufacture. The question as fo whether single or double 
track can be used in Park Road has been referred to the 
B. of T. for settlement, as the road in question, if the road- 
way of 30 ft. 4 in. is allowed, will necessitate the footpath being 
reduced to 6 ft. At the same meeting the clerk was authorised to 
negotiate loans as follows:—Purchase of tramways, £70,000; for 
permanent way contract, £32,500; overhead work, £10,000 ; eleo- 
tricity supply station, £62,000. The supply station was informally 
opened this week. 


Ayr.—The past year’s working of the Corporation Tram- 
ways shows the total number of passengers carried to be 3,201,586, 
and the revenue £13,775. The average fare per pa*senger was 
1:03d., and the average drawings per car-mile 9:85d. After allow- 
ivg for depreciation and sinking fund there is a surplus of £1,538 
for the year. The capital spent to date amounts to £74,220. 


Bromley.—At the last meeting of the R. U. C. a letter 
was read from Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, offering to 
formulate a new tramway scheme. No action was taken on the 
communication. 


Kirkcaldy.—The extension of the tramways route is 
approaching completion, and it is anticipated that the whole system 
will be completed by the end of November. А 


London.—CamBERWELL.—The B.C. has received а com- 
munication from the Board of Trade stating they have approved of 
the plans of the L.C.C. for the reconstruction and construction, on 
the underground conduit system, of the following tramways :—(/:) 
from Camberwell Green viá Denmark Hill, Champion Park, Grove 
Lane, Dog Kennel Hill, Grove Vale and Lordship Lane to near the 
junction of that thoroughfare with Crystal Palace Road, (b) at Den- 
mark Hill connecting the above tramway with the existing tram- 
way in Coldharbour Lane. 


Manchester.—The completion of the municipal tramway 
system is having a damaging effect on cab and omnibus business in 
Manchester. All the main thoroughfares of the city are now 
served with cars, which the public find enables them to get from 
pace to place as expeditiously as by cab hire, and at very much 
ess cost, The casual omnibus and wagonette service, which 
formerly served a useful purpose, has now practically disappeared. 
In the year ending June, 1901, 762 cab licenses were issued, in the 
following year 677, and in June last 576. These reduced figures 
are accounted for by the decreased use of the cabs by the public 
since the opening of the tramways. 


Salford.—The tramways report just issued for the year 
ending March last shows that during the 12 months a gross surplus 
was made of £39,856, out of which the Committee find it possible 
to appropriate £10,000 as a contribution in relief of the rates. 
During the year 16 miles of single track were added to the system, 
which practically completes the reconstruction scheme authorised 
by Parliament. In all, the cars run over 35 miles of track in the 
borough, and 8$ miles outside its boundaries. During the period 
covered by the report over 28,000,000 ngers were carried, the 
receip's being £144,486 odd, and tbe mileage run 3,380,590. The 
highest receipts in one week were £3,632 ; that was in Whitsun-week. 
The total working expenditure amounted to £104,969, of which 
£27,384 was for electric current, supplied at 2d. per unit, less 
24 per cent. The running of the cars has been attended with some 
few accidents; the fatalities during the past year numbered seven. 
The electric energy expended for haulage, lighting, &., was 
3,370,434 units, for which! 2d. per unit, less 24 per cent., was 


charged by the Electricity Oommittee. The Tramways Committee 
congratulate themselves on being able to show so satisfactory a 
profit, considering that the receipts cover a period when a large 
part of the track was in process of reconstruction. There is every 
reason to expect much better results next year. 


Sunderland.—At a meeting of the T.C. on the th inst. 
the Tramways Committee reported that they had had a letter 
from the Whitburn Parish Council asking for an extension of the 
tramways to that parish, but, after having had а report from the 
electrical and tramways engineers, they recommended that in view 
of the cost of such an extension it be not proceeded with at present. 
It may be mentioned that Whitburn is a fishing village north of 
Bunderland, and on the route of the proposed line by the B.E.T. Co. 
in their South Shields and Sunderland light railway scheme, tho 
Bill for which has been twice rejected by Parliament. There is no 
railway within 21 miles. The Committee proposed that а pro- 


visioval order be obtained for authority to construct (a) a single 


line of tramway from Harbour View along new Roker Park Road 
South, and St. George's Terrace to Roker Terrace; (ö) a single line 
of tramway from Bridge Street along West Wear Street, Bedford 
Street, and High Street West to the south end of Bridge Street, 
subject to a satisfactory arrangement being arrived at with the 
owners of the property at the north-west oorner of West Wear 
Street. The chairman (Mr. Summerbell) said in respect to the 
Whitburn line they had gone into the question of going even as far 
as Whitburn Bents (about two-thirds of the whole distance), and 
they found that that portion would cost 1s. 3d. per car-mile, and there 
was no prospect of such a return in both winter and summer. They 
did not abandon the idea of laying a line there ultimately to the loop 
lines suggested ; these were proposed so as to facilitate traffic, and that 
at Roker was estimated to cost £2,300, and that at Bridge Street 
£1,600. Both would obviate the present necessity of stopping and 
changing the trolleys, and that at Bridge Street would clear the 
lines to some extent of standing cars, and expedite regular traffic. 
The Committee's recommendations were, after some discussion, 
carried, 

Wednesbury.— It is expected that the electrification of 
the portion of the tramway system between the White Horse Hotel 
and Holloway Bank—about which length there has been consider- 
able negotiation between the Corporation and the South Stafford- 
shire (Lessee) Co.— will be completed in a month's time. 


Wolverhampton.—The tramway muddle has within the 
past week assamed quite a new phase, and there has been a signal 
triumph for the advocates of the Lorain system of traction. It 
was known at the beginning of last week that the Lorain 
Co. had intimated to the Corporation that they were not prepared 
to make any concessions, that they claimed to have fulfilled their 
contract, that they were entitled to the sum they had expended on 
the track, and that if the money were not immediately forthcoming, 
then the Corporation and the company mast proceed to arbitration. 
A meeting of the Tramways Committee was held on Thursday 
afternoon in last week, when the sub-committee—consisting of four 
members of the Council, wholly in sympathy with the Lorain Co., 
aud who had been conducting the negotiations—reported the result 
of their labours, from which it appeared that the Corporation had 
offered the company £15,000 for the existing tramway. The offer 
was rejected, and fresh proposals were then made, but these met with a 
similar fate. The final communication of the company took the 
form of an imperative demand for the payment of the whole sum 
expended by them, nearly £25,000, by Tuesday in this week. 
Failing this the company intimated their intention of proceeding 
immediately to arbitration. The sub-committee, therefore, pro- 
posed that the Tramways Committee should recommend the 
Council to take over the existing tramways on the company’s terms. 
They pointed out that the company were willing to reinstate a 
portion of the existing boxes with an improved mechanism, but 
several membors appeared to be surprised that the company were 
not ready to attend to the whole of the boxes. Furt 
emphasis was laid on the fact that the new boxes had had no 
practical test, and that their virtue was, after all, doubtful. Great 
stress was again laid upon the heavy cost of the Lorain system as 
compared with the overhead. The result of the discussion which 
took place was that the proposal of the sub-committee was defeated 
by six votes to five. Oa the question of submitting a report to the 
Couacil, five members of the Committee voted in favour of, and 
five against, the proposal, one remaining neutral, as he could not 
see any good in such a report. 

The meeting of the Committee was, of course, held with doors 
closed to the representatives of the Press, as was also a special 
meeting of the Town Council convened for the following (Friday) 
afternoon. Indeed, with one or two exceptions—these being un- 
avoidable—all the meetings of the Committee and of the Council 
at which the tramway trouble has been debated, bave been in the 
absence of representatives of the Press, who are not vouchsafed any 
information whatever. When, therefore, the Council met in private 
on Friday there was no report from the Tramway Committee, the 
members had only the knowledge that the majority of the Tramways 
Committee were opposed to payment and in favour of going to 
arbitration, which, indeed, was the attitude taken up by the decision 
of the whole Council on May 20th, after several days’ debate. The 
decision then arrived at, on the motion of Councillor Ernest White, 
was that the company be called upon to take up the track or proceed 
to arbitration. That decision has never been rescinded. This was 
the position of affairs when the Council met on Friday. It is stated 


. that, at the outset of the deliberations, Alderman Mander, as chair- 


man of the Tramways Committee, was invited by the Mayor to make 
a statement to the Council. The worthy Alderman then proceeded 
to state what the exact nature of the last offer of the Lorain Co. 
amounted to. It had been generally rumoured, he said, that the 
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terms which the company put forward were that the Tramways 


Committee should hand over, not later tħan Tuesday, September 
15th, a sum down in hard cash of £25,000, or, in the alternative, 
submit to have the running of the trams stopped, and the questions 
in dispute submitted to arbitration. This, however, was not correct, 
for the terms first demanded were a cash payment of £25,000. 
Against this the Committee offered £15,000, which the company 
refused to accept. But, after further negotiations, they had been 
induced to some extent to give way by reducing their demand fora 
cash payment to £22,000, and they, on their part, would hand over 
to the Tramways Committee 6,000 new electric boxes, with an 
improved mechanism, in exchange for the same number of boxes 
now in stock or in use, 1,000 only if the new boxes were, however, 
to be laid down at the company's expense. 

Alderman Mander then presented & number of figures in favour 
of the acceptance of the company's offer, and he claimed that the 
laying down of the improved boxes would reduce the cost of main- 
tenance of the present tramway system by £530 per annum. The 


figures, however, were strongly combatted by the opponents of the ` 


Lorain system; whilst supporters of the company warned the 
Council against being forced to go into arbitration, as the result 
might be damaging to the interests of the town and entail upon the 
Corporation considerable additional expense, even if successful. 
After a prolonged and irregular discussion, a resolution in favour of 
the company’s offer being accepted, was carried by a majority of 23 
to 15. Ten members of the Council were absent. 

It is stated that Alderman Mander and the vice-chairman of the 
Committee (Alderman Craddock) endeavoured to prove that pea 
the last four months, by cutting down the expenditure, they 
made a greater profit on the trams than had ever previously been 
the case. Mr. Shawfield, the electrical engineer, however, demurred 
to this statement. If he did not flatly contradict it, he did not find 
himself in perfect accord with the advocates of the Lorain system, 
but significantly adhered to the figures contained in his report, and 
did not retreat a single inch from the position he bad taken up. 

The above resolution has to be confirmed at another special 
meeting of the Council, and in the presence of the representatives 
of the Press. 

The question was accordingly raised as to whether at the special 
meeting open discussion would be allowed. It was pointed out by 
those who spoke їп support of this course that it would be unfair to 
the several members now absent on holiday and from other causes 
to allow so important a resolution to be confirmed without their 
having had the opportunity of expressing their opinions thereon. 
Further than this, the public outeide, who were largely interested 
and divided in opinion on the question, were entitled to have their 
minds enlightened as to the reasons which had influenced the 
majority in the Council in coming to the decision for taking over 
the system. It was suggested that the speeches might be limited 
in duration, and Councillor Evan Evans proposed that open debate 
should be permitted with a limit of five minutes to each speaker. 
This, however, was strongly opposed by the Lorain party. The 
town clerk strongly objected to further discussion, and stated that 
during the whole of his 20 years' experience as town clerk he could 
not remember a single occasion on which a subject that had been 
debated and decided upon by the Council in committee had been 
re-opened for discussion at any subsequent meeting. The only legal 
course was to formally put the confirming resolution to the vote 
without debate. Against thie it was urged that the question 
had been discussed in open Council on previous occasions, and 
there was no reason why it should not be briefly debated again, 
with the Press present, before coming to a final settlement. As one 
member jocularly remarked, “ Тһе next special meeting is to be an 
open one, with the members of the Council muzzled.” Ultimately 
the meeting broke up in confusion. 

It may beadded that the sub-committee who have been conduct- 
ing the negotiations claim that the Lorain Co. have made a con- 
cession to the Corporation in handing over some 6,000 new boxes; 
that, in fact, a saving of £533 per annum is effected. But it will be 
remembered that Alderman Mander, at a recent meeting of the 
Council, proposed a resolution calling upon the company to rene 
the whole of the boxes and put them into good order before the 
Corporation would accept the system. That resolution was rejected 
in May, and Councillor White's amendment carried, yet those who 
voted against Alderman Mander on that occasion have now voted 
for a bargain which to many may not seem as good. Many of them 
on that occasion said they could not consent to the Lorain system 
being adopted unless much better terms than those in the resolution 
were offered. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Atlantic Cables in War Time.— The 7%mes reports 
that Major Bland, of the Royal Engineers, was at St. Johns on 
8th inst., completing his inquiry into the question of defending, in 
time of war, the Atlantic cables crossing the Grand Banks. 


Postal Telegraphists.—A large meeting of Post and 
Telegraph officials was held on Thursday, September 9th, at the 
Bull's Head Hotel, Leicester. The chair was occupied by Mr. 
W. C. Steadman, L.C.C., who said they had succeeded, to a limited 
extent, in getting the present Postmaster-General to appoint a 
committee of what he termed experts. It was not to be supposed 
that they were satisfied with the composition of that committee. 
However, after all, by the appointment of that committee they had 
Becured a great victory, and that was in the breaking down of the 
finality of the Tweedmouth Committee, That was assured, what- 


ever became of the inquiry. Should the recommendations of the 
Post Office Committee be unsatisfactory, by giving evidence, the 
employés would strengthen their position 10 es over for further 
agitation. The Government derived a profit of between £3,000,000 
and £4,000,000 per annum out of the labour of the postal staffs, and 
the latter had, therefore, a right to demand more than they were 
receiving. Mr. E. Les, of Manchester, general secretary of the 
U.K.P.C.A., spoke in the advocacy of organisation, federation, and 
representation. Mr. Charles H. Garland, of London, entered a pro- 
test against the appointment of a committee. Mr. G. H. 
Btuart, postal candidate for York, addressed the gathering on 
Post Office matters. Mr. Cheeseman, of the Fawcett Association, 
айо, spoke on postal politics, and was followed by Mr. Bart, of 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—The export trade 
of this country in telegraph wire and a connected there- 
with continues relatively very quiet, the shipments last month only 
attaining a value of £62,272 as compared with £391,207 in the cor- 
responding month of last month, and £900,358 in August, 1901. 
The quietness is also reflected in the returns for the eight months 
ending with August last, the shipments during which period only 
amounted to £1,528,466 as contrasted with £2,175,993 in the corrc- 
sponding eight months of 1902. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CALES, е 


INTERRUPTED REPAIRED, 
ee өө TI ee June 90, 1609 eo өө 
Trinidad- erara No. 1 eo ee oo oo Aug. N, 1901 oe 
Trini -Demerara No. 2 ee 0 0 Sept. 14. 
Dominica-Martinique ° oe oe өө ee 8, ee ee 


Bt. Lucia-M ue .. ee ee өө ee May 8, 1908 ee өө 
Or edeloupe Marti ue s ре сё „„ Мау 9, 1908  .. © 
Martinique-Puerto Plata .. Jaly 1b, 1908 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee Д 

Bt. Luola-8t. Vinoent ee еә ее ee 


Reissa-Isea ee ee ee eo ee ee Oct. ee ee 
Reissa-Yemani .. as T y vk .. Oot. 22, 1903 .. аа 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. so ee vs „ Feb. 37, 1908 .. os 
New York-Hai еә eo be oe ec April 1 1908 ee өө 
Bolama-Bissao oe oe ee ee ee ee Aug. 4, 908 
Antigua-Guadeloupe .. 83 x .. Aug. 9, 1908 
Corea-Seoul-Genzan eo ee ee eo July 80, 1908 

Delay to Nassau, Babamas .. So T Sept. 14, 1903 "T 

LANDLINES. 

To Puerto Barrios ee ee ee ee ee July 28, 1908 ee өө 
Rome-Pera 2 M oe is v .. Aug. 7, 1903 .. Sept 114 


OONTRAOTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Belgium.—October 3rd. The Municipal Authorities of 
Liége are inviting tenders until October 3rd for the supply of six 
electric tramcars. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, Le Bureau Administratif des Travaux, à l'Annexe 
de l'Hotel de Ville, Liége. 


Bermondsey.—September 21st. Dust destructor plant, 
$00-kw. steam generators, feeder boosters, motor balancer, switch- 
gear, cables, ёс. Вее Official Notices Septembar 4th. 


Blackpool.—The Corporation wants tenders for a year's 
supply of arc lamp carbons. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Brighton.—October 5th. Steel rails, tramcars, points 
and crossings for the Corporation tramways extensions. бее 
“ Official Notices” September 11th. 


Brishane.—September 30th. The Deputy Postmaster- 
General is in the market for certain postal and telegraphic material. 


Cuba.—September 28th. Tenders are being invited 
until September 28th by the municipal authorities of Cienfugos 
for the concession for the electric lighting of the public streets 
and buildings of the town. 


France.—October Ist. The French Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until October 1st, for the 
supply of a large quantity of paper-insulated electric cables. 
Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent t», 
Le Sous Secretariat d'Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de 
Grenelle 103, Paris. 


Holland.—October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Johannesburg.—September 21st. 70 10-amp., 40 25- 


amp., 10 50-amp. electricity meters See “Official Notices 
September 11th. 


Johannesburg.—October 5th. A large quantity of steel 
raile, fishplates, tie-bars, &c., for the Corporation tramwaya Ес: 
“ Official Notices September 11th. 
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Johannesburg. — November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative: — Water - tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. Вее “ Official 
Notices " August 28th. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 500 or 
more electric meters. See “ Official Notices " June 13th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5, 000-H. . vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving a three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See “ 
Notices" July 24th. | 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Oolonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Manchester.—October 1st. 
See Official Notices” to-day. 


Rochdale.—September 26th. Electrical work at the 
Dearnley Workhouse. Вее Official Notices September 4th. 


Roumania.— October 10th. Tenders are being invited 
until October 10th by the Roumanian State Railway Authorities in 
Bucharest, for the installation of a complete electric lighting plant 
at the railway works in that city. 


Salford.—September 19th. 
“ Official Notices " September 4th. 


Sheffield.— October 8th. 25 double-deck cars with 
trucks and equipments. See “Official Notices to-day. 


Sweden.—October 15th. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Gelfe until October 15th for the supply 
of six electrical cranes. 


1,200 electricity meters. 


High-tension cable, See 


OLOSED. 


Aldershot.—A contract has been placed with the 
Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co., Ltd., by the 
War Office, for high voltage lamps for use at Aldershot. 


Cheadle and Gatley.—The Tramway Committee of the 
U.D.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. Briscoe & Sons, Stockport, 
for laying the permanent way of the electric tramway from Cheadle 
Bridge to Gatley, at £10,248 1s. 8d. 


France.—The French Post and Telegraph authorities 
have just placed contracte with the Compagnie Francaise du Bimetal, 
of Paris, for 60 tons of bimetallic wire, 2mm. dia., and 4U tons 
ditto 3 mm. dia., at 1,7424 fr. per ton. 


Glasgow. — The T.C. has accepted the offer of the 


Brockie-Pell Arc Lamp, Ltd., for 55 arc lamps, at a cost of 
£5 183. 6d. each. 


Grimsby.—The Lighting Committee has accepted the 
following tenders in connection with the underground sub-station 
to be built at Кіру Square :—Electrical plant, Siemens Bros. & Co., 
£354; Lancashire boilers with automatic stokers , Underfeed 
va Btoking Co., £1,013; switchboard work, Kelvin and 


King's Norton.—Messrs, R. W. Blackwell & Co., Ltd., 
have secured the contract for the permanent way and bonding for 
the new electric tramways for the King's Norton and Northfield 
Urban District Council, for the sum of £16,892. British material 
only to be used. 


Haidstone.— The Electricity Committee recommends 


the T.C. to accept the tender of Messere. Davey, Paxman & Co. for 
a 150-kw. dynamo at £1,327, the firm taking the present one of 
75 xw. in exchange. 


Rugby.—Mr. E. M. Redfern, of Birmingham, has 
obtained the contracts for electric lightiny ; mains and wiring for 
experimental work; motor generator; and system of inter-com- 
munication telephones, for the Chemical School, Rugby. 


South America.— Messrs. Mather & Platt, Ltd., have 
received a contract to supply a complete electrical power and 
lighting re for shipment to Bouth America, comprising three 
combined sets of engine and dynamo, each of a capacity of 200 £W., 
and two sets of 60-Kw. each, with two surface condensing plante, 
provided with motor-driven circulating and air pumps, and each 
capable of dealing with 12,000 lbs. of steam per hour. The gene- 

plant will furnish power to 45 continuous current motors, 
varying from lf x». to 49 l. x. ., five of these being direct- 


coupled to centrifugal pumps, and two to the condenser pumps. 
Messrs. Mather & Platt have also recently received a contract for a 
complete three-phase power plant for a cotton mill. The direct- 
coupled three-phase generator runs at 330 revolutions per minute, 
and gives an output of 550 xw. with a frequency of 50 cycles per 
second at 440 volts. There are 23 induction motors, the great 
majority of which are of 25 B.H P. 


Sunderland.— At the T.C. meeting on the 9th inst., it 
was decided to place an order with the Chatteris Engineering Co., 
for a travelling crane for the Pallion sub-station. 


Walsall.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Electrical Power Storage Co., Ltd., for supplying and erecting a 
battery for the Butts Road sub-station, at a cost of £1,062. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Satarday, September 19th.—At З p.m. Civil and Mechanical Engi- 
neers’ Society. Visit to the generating station of the 
L.C.C. South London Tramways at Tooting. 

Monday, September 28th.—At 8 p.m. Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers. Mr. A. E. Mills on Water-tube Boilers (adjourned 
discussion ). 

Wednesday, October 14th.—At 6.45 p.m. Institute of Marine 
Engineers. Annual Dinner at (reat Eastern Station 
Hotel, E.C. 


NOTES. 


Municipal Trading.—A member of the Plymonth T.C., 
writing to the Times, points out that in some cases municipal 
works carried out with borrowed capital have worn out or become 
obsolete long before the period allowed for repayment has expired. 
In his evidence before the House of Commons Select Committee of 
1902 on the repayment of loans by local authorities, Mr. Kershaw, 
of the Local Government Board, furnished no less than 29 instances, 


. occurring within about five weeks in the ordinary course of business 


of his department, where works, or some portion of them, failed to 
last for the period allowed for repayment. 

“The Plymouth Corporation electric tramways afford local rate- 
payers a home-made illustration of the same tendency. This 
year the Council has been warned by its expert offic als that the 
track and equipment of all the sections of the undertaking will 
require reconstruction at varying periods within the next 12 years 
at a total cost of over £30,000. Two of these sections, built in 
1896 and 1901 respectively, will require reconstruction as early as 
1908 at a cost of £8,900 and £9,000 re tively. The existing 
loans raised for the original construction will not be paid off for the 
most part until 1930 and 1931. Not a penny has been set aside 
for depreciation or reserve; indeed for the year ended March 3186 
last the revenue accounts show а loss, in addition to an accumu- 
lated deficit of £5,000. 

"The auditor foreshadowed in the Joint Committee's report 


| would no doubt call the attention of the Local Government Board 


to this serious state of the tramways finances; but, asin the cases 
referred to by 'Civilian, it is difficult to see what that depart- 
ment could do beyond censuring the Council, or how such censure of 
their representatives could help the long-suffering ratepayers from 
being called on to pay up for the past neglect or mismanagement 
во censured. 

" A remedy which would, I submit, be worth trial as a preventive 
lies in the direction indicated in one of the recommendations of the 
Repayment of Loans Committee. Let Parliament or the Govern- 
ment Department to whom a municipality has to apply for 
sanction to raise a loan for a given undertaking require, asa sine 
quá non of such sanction, that the municipality shall year by year 
set aside out of the revenue of the undertaking, or, if need be, from 
the rates, a specified gum by way of depreciation or reserve in 
addition to the ordinary charges for the service of the debt. Let 
the Local Government Board be empowered to satisfy themselves, 
by means of annual returns furnished by the corporation and 
properly verified, such as are now required in the case of sinkiug 
fund payments, that the necessary amount is being duly set aside, 
and not at any time withdrawn from the proper fund without the 
Board's sanction. Let there be the same penalties attached to both 
incorrect returns and improper dealings with the funds in question 
as at present safeguard municipal sinking funds from being tampered 
with." 

We have great hopes that, as in this case, the principlos of sound 
finance for which we have so long contended will ultimately be 
recognised, and that they will be rigidly enforced. 


Curious Fatalities.—An accident, the actual cause of 
which is as yet unexplained, occurred at the Shawhead Pit of the 
Rosehall Coal Co. on the afternoon of the 11th inst. While three 
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men were walking in Indian file from the Kiltonque seam, two of 
them fell to the ground with & shriek, and the third, upon turning 
round to see what was the matter, received a shock “as from a 
powerful battery." After recovering from the effects, he found that 
both of his companions were dead. It is reported that three men 
in another level of the same pit also received slight shocks. Electric 
lighting is employed in certain parts of the workings, but the 
report has it that Kiltonque seam has no electric cable wbatever. 
No doubt the inquest will throw some further light on the affair. 


Magnetic Disturbances.—A Reuter telegram from New 
York says that Prof. S. J. Barnett, of Stamford University, who has 
been investigating certain magnetic disturbances on the Alaskan 
coast, which render navigation difficult, has found an abundance of 
magnetic rock in the vicinity of Skagway and Douglas Island, which 
almost makes a local magnetic pole at that point. 


An Electric Lamp Syndicate: a European Com- 


bination to Increase Prices.—It is stated that the negotiations. 


have so far proceeded that the formation of a syndicate of makers 
of incandescent electric lamps in Europe is now regarded in trade 
circles as being assured. The negotiations on the subject bave been 
in progress fora long time past, but the difliculties which have 
arisen in apportioning the production of each manufacturing com- 
pany have hitherto prevented the scheme from being brought toa 
successful issue. The Neue Freie Presse, of Vienna, states that the 
output of the works proposing to form the syndicate amounted to 
$7,500,000 lamps last year, and it is on the basis of this production 
that the constitution of the combination is projected. Among the 
German, Austrian and other works interested in the question, are 
the Berlin General Electricity Co., which alone turned out 5,000,000 
lamps in 1902, the United Electricity Co., of Vienna, which sold 
4,000,000 lamps last year, the Siemens & Halske Co., ot Berlin, 
Storm & Co., of Vienna, and other factories. 

The principal obstacle in the way of the formation of the 
syndicate originally lay with the Berlin General Electricity Co., 
with the largest sale in Europe, and whose production far exceeds 
that of the Siemens & Halske Co. As, however, the former has now 
adopted a conciliatory attitude, and has agreed to accept tbe same 
apportionment as the latter company, the difficulty as between 
these principal German companies has been overcome. If the 
syndicate is brought into existence, it will be for a period of 
10 years, and it is intended to fix minimum prices both for whole- 
sale business and retail trade, the prices to be considerably higher 
than those at present in force, which, in most cases, are said to 
result in a loss at the present time. 


India-Rubber in New Guinea.—The Colonial Economic 
Committee of Berlin announces that the utility of the gutta-percha 
discovered by the expedition which was undertaken to New Guinea 
under the leadership of Herr Schlechter, the india-rubber expert, 
has so far been established that the gutta-percha from the low-lying 
country is suitable for cable purposes as an admixture, whilst if 
carefully won it is probable that it will also be fit for cables ina 
pure condition. Herr Schlechter states that the quality of the 
gutta-percha from the high-lying country—the Finisterre and 
Bismarck Mountains—is superior to that obtained in the low landa. 

The Felten & Guilleaume Cable Works Oo., the Siemens & Halske 
Co., and the North German Sea Cable Works Co. have received 
large quantities of gutta-percha from New Quines, and are at 
present engaged on the testing of the material, which extends over 
a considerable period. In this connection, it is to be noted tbat 
the Secretary of State for the Imperial Post Office bas granted a 
large sum of money to allow of the testing being carried out at the 
works. The Colonial Economic Committee, having regard to the 
importance of the question, now proposes to establish a gutta- 

cha enterprise for the education of the native population of 

ew Guinea in the cultivation of gutta-percha and its winning. 
This will take the form of a fresh expedition under Herr Schlechter 
for a period of three years, and will be assisted by natives of 
Borneo and others familiar with the question of rabber production. 


Appointments Vacant. — Mains superintendent for 
Plymouth (£143); shift engineer for Taunton (£100). The London 
County Council is invitiog applications for the post of chief officer 
of tramways, at £1,500; applications have to be lodged by 
September 28th. Assistant engineer for Hampstead electricity works 
(£150); assistant resident engineer for Middlesex Hospital. See 
our advertisement columns to-day. 


Personal.—Mr. A. Howard Desforges (Tall representa- 
tive of Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., London) was married 
recently to Sophia (Jacq) Cornish at Holy Trinity Church, Wood- 
ford, Essex. The staff of the cable department of the above firm 
at Woolwich works presented an immense handsome gong. 

Mr. Fred. C. Gibbons, M.Inst.E.E., who for the last 11 years bas 
been a joint managing director of Messrs. Browett, Lindley & Co., 
Ltd., Patricroft, Manchester, has resigned his position with that 
company, and has taken up the English representation of Messrs. 
James Howden & Co., Scotland Street, Glasgow, for the sale of their 
high-speed engines and steam turbines. Messrs. Howden’s London 
office is Billiter Buildinys, 22, Billiter Street, and their Manchester 
office 39 to 40, Arcade Chambers, Deansgate. 

Mr. E. A. Brandon, commercial manager of the Lahmeyer Elec- 


trical Co., Ltd., has rejoined the staff of Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, 


with whom he was previously associated for about 12 years. 
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British v. Foreign Tenders at St. Pancras.—Some 
important matters were dealt with at the meeting on Wednesday of 
Bt. Pancras Borough Council. The following tenders were received 
for cables required in connection with the extension of the public 
street lighting and distributing mains :—The Electrical Oo., £5,982 
6s. 2d.; W. F. Dennis & Co., £6,081 10s. 6d.; Johnson & Phillips, 
£6,465 10s. 2d.; Siemens Bros. & Co., £6,617 3s. 6d.; Callender's 
Cable and Construction Co., £6,661 9s. 8d.; Western Electric Co., 
£6,683 Os. 5d.; British Insulated and Helsby Cables, £6,690 
12s. 8d.; W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Co., £6,914 7s. 8d.; 
Anchor Cable Oo, £6,923 3s. 8d.; W. T. Glover & Oo., £7,173 
10s. 10d. ; St. Helens Oable Oo., £7,486 11s. 11d.; Onion Cable Co., 
£8,214 155. 11d. 

The chief electrical engineer, Mr. Sydney W. Baynes, having been 
requested by the Lighting Committee to report upon the British and 
foreign firms tendering, submitted the following statement :—'' The 
firms offering cable of foreign manufacture are the Electrical Co. 
and W. F. Dennis & Oo. The remaining tenders, as far as my 
knowledge goes, are for the supply of cables of English manufac- 
ture. Out of the English firms there are only two which comply 
with the requirements of the specification, viz., the Western Electric 
Co. and the Anchor Cable Co. The remaining English firms formed 
a strong association with the determination only to supply cables 
on their own terms as to payment, arbitration, and other details. 
Having regard to the fact that the resultsof our commercial trading 
are constantly under close observation, and that our figures are 
criticised with those of companies and other trading concerns, I con- 
sider it is desirable that we should make the best possible 
bargain for the cheapest materials, bearing in mind at the same 
time that these must be of the best possible quality. 
Bearing these points in mind, I recommend that the lowest tender 
be accepted, and although the cable will be of foreign manufacture, 
the firm have such a large experience that I have no hesitation in 
saying that their cable will comply in every t with the 
requirements of my specification. Should the Council, however, 
decide in favour of English manufacture, the Western Electric 
Со.'в tender is the next on the list which would comply with our 
requirements, but I note that their tender is some £700 
higher than that of the Electrical Со.'з; and in accepting this 
higher tender, the St. Pancras electric light undertaking will 
certainly be at a disadvantage with competing companies to this 
extent." 

The Lighting Committee recommended the acceptance of the 
Electrical Co.'s tender. To this an amendment was moved that the 
tender of the Western Electric Co. be accepted. 

A discussion upon the merits of Free Trade and Protection, 
lasting over two hours, resulted. In the course of this the town 
clerk read a letter from the Electrical Co. giving details of the 
wages paid and the hours worked by their employés.. The com- 
munication went on to state that in every respect was tbe condition 
of the firm's workmen as good, while in several ways it was better 
than prevailed in this country. They were able 10 quote lower 
than English cable manufacturers, not because their workmen were 
paid less, but because their plant was better. 'The amendment was 
carried by 35 votes to 9. 

On the amendment tbat the tender of the Western Electric Co. 
be accepted being pnt as a substantive motion, Mr. Kipplewhite 
moved that fresh tenders be called upon new specifications. He 
contended that the requirements laid down were obsolete and un- 
fair, and had shut out a number of firms. Several members in 
opposing the proposal, condemned the ‘‘cable ring," which they 
argued sought unwarranted concessions. Only five members voted 
for the amendment. The tender of the Western Electric Co. was 
then accepted. | 

The following tenders were received for the supply of arc lamp 
carbons for the public street lamps:—De Grelle, Houdret & Co., 
£577 128. 6d. ; Crompton & Co., £592 15s. 3d.; Sloan Electrical Co., 
4592 15s. 3d. ; Fabius Henrion, £599 14s. 2d.; International Elec- 
trical Engineering Co., £609 7s. 7d.; Birmingham Carbon Co., £616 
5s. 1d.; G. Braulik, £616 193. 8d ; General Electric Co., £617 
Зв. 10d.; Veritys, Ltd., £628 188. 8d. ; International Electric Co., 
£639 8s. 8d. ; Oscar Scholzig, £643 Os. 9d. ; Fabius Henrion (alter- 
native), £661 7s. 5d.; Bakewell & Co., £686 13s. 1d.; Johnson and 
Phillips, £690 6s.; Siemens Bros. & Co., £695; Improved Electric 
Lamp Co., £712 88. 1d.; Krupka & Jacoby, £750 13s. 6d.; Witting, 
Eborall & Co., £793 13в.; Compagnie Francis, £858 15s. 2d. 

The electrical engineer having been instructed to report upon tne 
British and foreign tendere, submitted the following :—" Out of the 
19 tenders, the Birmingham Carbon Co. and the General Electric 
Co. claim the carbons they offer will be of English manufacture. I 
have tested the samples of carbon submitted of English manufac- 
ture in comparison with those of the lowest tenderer, and find that 
tbe light is not so clear and white, neither is it of such an intensity. 
Further, by the requirements of the soecification, the makers in 
each case are to state the consumption per hour that 
they are prepared to guarantee shall not be exceeded under 
standard burning conditions of the lamps; in each case the 
Eoglish make of carbon is stated to barn 135 centimetres 
per hour, while the carbons of the lowest tenderer 
burn 1:2 centimetres per hour. With regard to the question of 
carbons of English and foreign manufacture, it is worthy of note 
that during the past 20 years various firms in Eagland have 
attempted to manufacture arc lamp carbons, and, up to the present, 
none of them bave succeeded in putting & good reliable carbon on 
the market ; many of them have abandoned their own manufacture, 
actually importing carbons because they have found the foreign 
carbon does their lamp better credit than those of their own make. 
The Birmingham Carbon Co. is the only firm to my knowledge at 
present pursuing the manufacture of carbons in this country, 
and I have good reason to believe that tuose offered by 
the General Electric Co. would come from the same works. 


м 
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Successful arc lamp carbons are composed largely of pure 
carbon probably obtained from the deposit collected from the 
carbonisation of crude oils, whilst attempts are made by English 
manufacturers to make the carbons from the carbon of the gas 
retort, and consequently the quality is never to be compared with 
those of foreign production. In recommending Messrs. De Grelle, 


^ Houdret & Со.'в tender, I feel confident that to accept same would 


ensure efficient and reliable lighting in our streets.” The Lighting 
Committee recommended the acceptance of Messrs. De Grelle, 
Houdret & Co.'s tender, and this was agreed to. 

Eighteen tenders were received for wiring and fitting the 
artisans’ dwellings in Great College Street with electric light. The 
tender of Mesars. R. H.jand J. Pearson, High Street, Notting Hill, 
at £265, was accepted. 


Auction Sale.—Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co. are 
to offer for sale shortly the central station and plant of the New- 
castle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Co., at Pandon Dene. 


At the Brush Works.—A party of 60 members of the 
Nottingham Guild of Engineers, Mechanics and Electricians paid a 
visit to the works of the Brush Co. at Loughborough the other day. 


~ Electricity in India.— Тһе subject selected for the 
Dr. Theodore Cooke Memorial Prize, by the Bombay University 
Syndicate, for 1905, is Electric Traction and the Application of 
Electricity to the Requirements of Cities in India.” Indian 
Engineering says that competitors should be graduates in engineer- 
ing of the University of Bombay of not more than seven years’ 
standing. 


New School of Electricity.—A school of electricity is 
to be established at the Harris Institute, Preston. The cost will be 
defrayed out of a legacy of £2,000 left for the purpose of advancing 
mechanical and electrical engineering by the late Mr. J. Billingtoa 
Booth, J.P., engineer, of Preston. Of the bequest, £1,000 will be 
devoted to the electrical engineering department, wbich will be 
under the superintendence of Mr. G. E. Gittins. 


Forthcoming Books.—Messrs. Archibald Constable and 
Co., Ltd., write:—"'' In the issue of September 4th of your valuable 
Review, you devote three leading articles to three very important 
subjects: Dust Destractors,’ Liquid Fuel,’ and ‘Smoke Abate- 
ment.’ This prompte us to say, for the benefit of those of your 
readers who wish to study these questions, should you think it 
worth while to make the fact known, that we have in hand and 
shall very shortly publish, ‘Liquid Fuel and its Combustion,’ by 
W. Н. Booth; a book on ‘Dust Destructors,’ by F. Goodrich ; and 
a book on ‘Smoke Prevention,’ by W. H. Booth and J. B. C. 
Kershaw, all of which deal in a very exhaustive manner with the 
subjects of which they treat.” 


The American Workman: From an English Work- 
man’s Point of View.—In Page's Magazine, " W. H.,“ a workman 
who basspent many years in American shops, gives his views on the 
American workman. The blatant patriotism annoyed him, and con- 
sidering the mixture of nationalities and the comparative scarcity of 
natives of several generations’ descent, this feature struck him as 
somewhat remarkable. Whilst the men do not hustle, as we are 
led to believe, there is no loafing. They mske themselves as 
comfortable as possible, sitting down to their work if they feel so 
inclined, and spreading an elaborate meal on the bench if hungry. 
The American workman is very particular about temperature, 
and the shops are kept at as uniform a temperature as 
possible, notwithstanding great variations outside. One reason for 
this appears to be that the American likes to work in his shirt, that 
is, without coat or waistcoat. 

Any new idea, however trivial, is magnified into a great discovery, 
old and tried methods being discarded on the slightest pretext in 
favour of something new. The men are secretive aud jealous of 
each other, scarcely asking questions for fear of showing ignorance. 
They rarely leave a shop without first picking a quarrel with the 
foreman or employer. The standard of living is higher than in 
England, although the American eats less in quantity. He dresses 
better, and lives in a better house. Of recent years, employment is 
more difficult to obtain than here, and wages, although higher than 
formerly, have a lower purchasing power. The men feel that they 
are not working so much for themselves or their country as fora 
few hundred millionaires at the top, and they do not look upon the 
men on top as their superiors. 


The Impurities of Commercial Calcium Carbide.— 


In the course of a recent article upon the derivation of the usual 
impurities which are to be found in crude acetylene generated by 
the ordinary methods from calcium carbide, MM. Bullier and 
Maquenne state that carbide only contains calcium phosphide and 
snlphide because it is made in the electric furnace by what may be 
termed a basic process, that is to say, because the charge fed into 
the furnace contains an excess of lime. If the carbide could con- 


veniently be prepared by an “acid” method, i.e., from a charge. 


containing an excess of carbon, the material would be free from 
calcium phosphide and sulphide; and the gas generated therefrom 
would accordingly be free from phosphorus, Bullier and Maquenne 
also assert that the actual impurity in carbide which causes crude 
acetylene to contain sulphur is scarcely known: it is not calcium 
monosulphide, for that is not decomposed by plain water, and 
experiments demonstrate that it is not aluminium sulphide. The 
salphur probably exists in the carbide in the form of a compound of 
calciam, carbon and sulphur, which yields sulphuretted hydrogen 
when treated with water. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Mr. Gro. C. Law, of Bow, has been appointed third engineer - in- 
charge of the Bermondsey electric light station. ‘There were 47 
candidates. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Kolar Mines Power Station, Ltd. (78,537).—This company 
was registered on September 11th, with a capital of £90,000 in £1 shares, to 
erect, establish, instal and equip near the Kolar Gold Fields, India, or else- 
where a central electric power station or stations, and to carry on the business 
of an electric power supply company. The first subscribers are:—sir C. 
Tennant, Bart, 40, Grosvenor uare, W., 11,339 shares; Capt. W. A. 
McTaggart, 151, Cannon Street, E.C., 7,769 shares; E. Taylor, 6, Queen Street 
Place, E.C., engineer, 6,659 shares; J. Taylor, M.I.C.E., 6, Queen Street Place, 
E.C., 8,158 shares; Lord Riddlesdale. 32, Green Street, W., 1,080 shares; R. 
Garland, 150, East Dulwich Grove, S.E., secretary, 1 share; W. L. Bayley, 
6, Queen Street Place, E.C., secretary, 1 share; and F. H. Williams, 6, Queen 
Street Place, E.C., secretary, 1 share. No initial public issue. The number 
of directors is to be five, one being appointed by each of the following com- 

ies, viz.:—The Mysore Gold Mining Co., Ltd., the Champion Reef Gold 
ining Co. of India, Ltd., the Nundydroog Co., Ltd., and tbe Balaghat Gold 
Mining Co., Ltd. 


M.I.P. Electrical Syndicate, Ltd. (78,520 .— This company 
was registered on September 9th, with & capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to adopt 
an agreement with Sir A. J. C. Thornhill, Bart., for the acquisition of the 
benefit of certain existing inventions relating to the produotion of electricity, 
and to carry on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers, suppliers of 
electricity for light, heat, motive power or otherwise, manufacturers of and 
dealers in all apparatus used in connection with the generation, distribution, 
supply, accumulation and employment of electricity, tc. The first subscribers 
are:—J. W. Miller, 84, Portland Place, W., engineer; C. Blackman, Mansion 
House Chambers, E.C., engineer, 1 share; O. E. Warren, 75, Mansion 
House Chambers, E.C., 1 share; J. Crowby, St. Brelade, Hampton Wick, 
electrician, one share; R. Starke, 195, Upper ames Street, E.C., merchant, 
00 shares; A. E. Baines, 57, New Broad Street, E.C., merchant, 50 shares; and 
R. H. Wheeler, 290, Gresham House, E.C., merchant, 1 share. No initial 

ublic issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than 
ve; the first are R. Starke and A. E. Baines; qualification, 60 shares. 


Headley, Ltd. (78,535)—This company was registered on 
September 11th, with a capital of £10,000, in 7,000 ordinary shares of £1 each 
and 300 6 per cent. preference shares of £10 each, to adopt an agreement with 
F. H. Headley, and to carry on the business of eleotricians, electrical engineers, 
manufacturers, workers of, and dealers in, electricity, motive power, light and 
heat, founders, mechanical and general engineers, tool makers, &c. The first 
subscribers are:—F. H. Headley, klm Cottage, St. Austell, 3,400 ordinary 


: shares; A. Hicks, 8, Parade, Truro, accountant, 600 ordinary shares; E. Hicks, 


St. Austell, gentleman, 1 share; Mrs. A. B. Headley, Elm Cottage, Bt. Austell, 
98 ordinary shares; Miss E. M. Hills, 79, Promenade, Southport, 1 ordina 
share; M. Mead, Bunrise, Falmouth, mechanic, 100 ordinary shares; and J. 
Mead, Sunrise, Falmouth, mechanic, 1,900 ordinary shares, No initial public 
issue. The number of directors ig not to be less than two nor more tban five; 
the first are J. Mead, M. Mead, A. Hicks and F. H. Headley; qualification, 
100 shares; remuneration for firat year, £100 divisible; afterwards as fixed by 
the company. Registered office, Moresk Mills, Kenwyn, Truro. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


\ 


New Century Are Light Co., Ltd. (67,849).—Iesue on Aueust 
19th of & second debenture for £2,000, part of series created April 24th, 1903, to 
secure £5,000, charged as a floating security on the company's undertaking a: d 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: S. Peebles, 
2, Rutland House, Cheniston Gardens, Kensington, No trustees. 
issued of same series, 43, 000. 


British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
(62,919).—A deed dated August 81st, 1903 (supplemental to principal trust deed 
of February 18th, 1902), securing £460,000 debenture stock created by board 
resolution of August 10th, 1903, has been registered. Property charged 
(specifically), same property as that comprised in principal trust deed, securing 
4787, 500 stock, viz., freehold hereditaments partly in parish of Stretford, and 
partly in parish of Berton-upon-Irwell, Lancs., forming part of Trafford Park 
Estate, subject to certain rent charges. Asa floating security: the company’s 
other assets, present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees: The 
Merchants’ Trust, Ltd., 63, Cornhill, Е.С. 


Previously 


CITY NOTES. 


Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 


Tue directors’ report for the year ending June 30th, 1903, shows a 
trading profit for the financial year of £20,756 12s. 10d. After 
сщ directors’ and auditors’ fees (to June, 1902), debenture 
interest, depreciation, provision for bad debts, and interim dividend 
on preference shares, the available balance for the year is 
£6,030 48, 4d., to which must be added 45, 802 4s. 8d. brought 
forward from last year, making a disposable balance of £11,832 9s 
The directors propose the payment of a dividend of 6 per cent. on 
the preference shares for the financial year, less interim dividend 
already paid, and a dividend of 8 per cent. on the ordinary shares, 
free of. income-tax, together amounting to £4,520, and to carry 
forward the balance, £7,312 9s. During the year under review the 
Electric Storage Battery Company of Philadelphia, U.8.4., with 
which the company has always maintained close relations, acquired, 
by purchase of shares, a very large interest in the company. The 
directors, accordingly, elected Mr. Herbert Lloyd (President of the 
Electric Storage Battery Company), Mr. John R. Williams, Mr. 
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Robert E. Lioyd, and Mr. J. De Berniere Smith as directors to fill 
the vacant places on the board, in order that this interest might be 
adequately represented. Under the circumstances it is advisable 
that its reconstitution be reviewed and determined by the share- 
holders. The auditors, Messrs. Parkinson, Mather & Company, 
chartered accountants, retire in the nsual course, and again offer 
themselves for re-election. 


Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical Engineering Co. 


MR. J. DE Мвват presided at the annual meeting, held at Gilling- 
ham Street, S.W., on Monday, and, in moving the adoption of the 
report for the year ended December 31st, 1902, he said that during 
the year they had had many hard struggles and difficulties. А com- 
pany competing against so many powerful and old-established firms 
could not expect to obtain a footing without a struggle. After pro- 
tracted negotiations, the days of litigation with the Lamp Co. 


were over, and all differences were at an end, and they would 


now have support and friendly co-operation from quarters where 
bitter feelings had existed. In regard to the volume of the business 
done annually :—In 1900 they had only £14,636 to report ; in 1901 
the amount of business done amounted to £35,097. From the date 
of the last balance-sheet up to that day the contracting department 
had taken over £105,000 worth of contracts. In this current year 
they certainly should carry through over £100,000 worth of business, 
or seven times the turnover three years ago. Moreover, the field of 
operation is practically unlimited. They began some three years 
ago by taking from contractors small orders in connection with 
their contracts. Then they followed by making a speciality of all 
steam accessories for electrical power stations, taking big contracts 
in that special line of business, and made arrangements which 
enabled them to contract for the whole of the erection and com- 
plete equipment of electrical power stations. Lately they had 
extended the scope of the civil engineering and contracting depart- 
ment. They were also on tha point of starting a boiler department. 
Their new boiler appeared, from the experiments already made, to 
meet the requirements of steam users in general. The company 
had taken a patent for the invention. The boiler had the advan- 
tage of the large capacity of the Lancasbire and the rapid steaming 
qualities of tubular boilers combined. In January, 1902, they bad 
to cancel the concession granted to Hiram Maxim Lamp Co. This 
concession provided for the sale of 1,000,000, or even, perhaps, 
2,000,000 lamps a year. To cope with these orders, large sums of 
money had to be expended in the factory to thoroughly equip it 
and put it in a position to supply this large number of lampe. The 
lamp company failed to carry out their contract, and Mr. Hill, in 
January, 1:02, found bimeelf with very large works well equipped, 
ready to produce a large number of lamps; but, unfortunately, his 
only customer had vanished. It was, therefore, necessary to com- 
mence the business de novo to establish a new commercial depart- 
ment to deal with the sale of the lamps, and, notwithstanding those 
bad circumstances, the sale of the lamps increased every month, and 
had become a very important item. The lamp factory, which had 
occasioned a loss in the balance-sheet, which all deplored, had, how- 
ever, laid the foundation of a steadily-increasing business. It was 
only a question of time for the lamp trade to grow, and become a 
paying department. Buying agents in many districts of the United 
Kingdom had been put under conditional agreement to take up a 
large number of lamps during the year. They had also turned their 
attention to & new arc lamp, and, after long experiments, had pro- 
duced an arc lamp which in quality could compare with the very best 
arc lamp upon the market, and it could be supplied at & very much 
lower price than was being paid by consumers. The main difficulty 
which they had to contend against was, of course, the fact that the 
Continental manufacturers dumped down their surplus stocks on 
English markets at a less price than the goods could really be produced 
at in a legitimate way. However, there was every indication that 
there might be, before long. some fiscal changes, and if it were to 
happen that a duty were placed upon foreign imported lamps, it 
would mean an enormous impetus to the lamp trade. One of the 
greatest difficulties the directors had to contend with was, from the 
commencement, the shortness of the working capital. At the end 
of last year it was absolutely necessary that further capital should 
be put in the business ; for that purpose they decided upon creating 
£20,000 of debentures. These debentures were offered to all the 
shareholders; but £15,000 was previously guaranteed by several of 
the members of the board and some of the leading shareholders, 
This guarantee was given without any underwriting commission or 
discount of any kind. The guarantee was given to help and assist 
the company, but in no way with any idea of profit to the guarantors, 
and as the business grew, and further money became necessary, 
it would be found whenever it was required. Taking every- 
thing into consideration, the prospects were exceedingly bright. He 
thoroughly sympathised with every disappointed shareholder that 
there was no dividend ; but it must not be forgotten that the com- 
pany had had to lay the foundation of, and create, a growing con- 
cern that was to become dividend-paying. 

Sir HRA Maxim seconded the motion, and he made a few 
hopeful remarks respecting an important invention which he bad 
lately made—the nature of which he must not disclose until the 
patents were secured every where—in which there was a great deal 
of money; he had put thousands of pounds into it, and when it 
was proved, he believed it was going to be the means of putting the 
company on a paying basis. They must stick to their shares. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The retiring directors were re-elected, and the resolution was 
pessed increasing the capital of the company to £190,000 by the 
creation of 15,000 £1 ordinary shares to be exchanged for the 
debentures, 


| STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

Ir there should be any certainty of truth in the tradition that the 
darkest hours come before the dawn, then might the Stock Ex- 
change congratulate itself upon a quickly-coming and а vast 
improvement in financial matters generally. A catalogue of factors 
adverse to the encouragement of investor or speculator might with 
ease be spread the length of this column; factors, too, of very 
present force, unlike the prophecies of hope that of course might 
also be made, but which would have to fix some vague future for 
the date of fulfilment. Were it not for the flatness of the markets 
in general, we should see better prices beginning to establish them- 
selves in the electrical supply department, but so long as money is 
becoming dearer, Consols flatten, and the public confidence remains 
coy, a substantial improvement cannot be expected. Nevertheless, 
the strength of the market since the commencement of the current 
half-year isa good advertisement that is hardly likely to be over- 
looked when business once more returns to Capel Court. 

Brompton and Kensington Supply Ordinary shares are 4 better, 
and there the fluctuations in this list practically end. Chelsea 
shares have recovered their 2s. dividend. A few Smithfields came 
on offer the other day, and the seller only got 34 for them. Sir 
Hiram Maxim's dark reference of a new invention at the Maxim 
Electrical Co.'s meeting on Monday would appear to bave some- 
thing to do with aerial navigation, and shareholders in the concern 
will watch for its appearance with peculiar interest. 

With regard to the Home Railways, the electrical stocks have 
suffered along with their steam compeers in the weakness that set in 
all along the line in the early part of this week. No doubt the 
little drop in Central London Deferred will be put down to the 
accidents that happened the other day, so happily unattended 
with any loss, even as the firat mishap. The company may, indeed, 
regard itself as fortunate in passing through the ordeal unscathed, 
but this kind of thing does not tend to breed confidence amongst 
the nervous ones. City and South London has eased off a shade. 
Waterloo and City is unchanged, Great Northern and City Pre- 
ferred “ A " shares are 8, Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton 
9i. District and Metropolitan at their respective prices of 33 and 
824, have now got to about the lowest levels touched this year in 
both cases. We have in front of us а private circular letter dated 
December 31st, 1902, by a well-known firm of stockbrokers, in which 
they advised theirclients to buy Metropolitans for investment 
purposes, backing up their advice with cogent reasons, and a few 
comparisons with District figures. At that time the Metropolitan 
quotation stood at 91, but the advice looks as sound as it was 
when issued, and the fall is, of course, due to causes 
mostly unconnected with the intrinsic merit of stock. Incidentally 
it may be mentioned that the market in the Stock Exchange is 
greatly amused by the brick-making episode at Neasden. | 

British Electric Traction varieties are unchanged, and so аге 
London United Tramways. A certain amount of business is passing 
in some of the Belgrano issues; the Ordinary change hands about 
23, and the 5 per cent. second Debenture found a buyer the other 
day at 1002. Brisbane Electric 44 per cent. first mortgage Deben- 
ture has been done at 1011, and Metropolitan Electric Tramways 
Preferred are being negotiated round about £1 a share. 

In British Westinghouse Preference there has been a fair sprink- 
ling of orders this week; the price clings closely to 52 for the old 
and new alike. Westinghouse 4 per cent. Debenture is 101, and 
British Thomson-Houston 43 per cent. Debenture stands at 105. 
Edison & Swan Debentures are both harder, a natural sequel to the 


‘slight demand for the shares to which we were directing attention 


last week. British Aluminium Debenture has hardened a trifle, 
though not quotably, and the nominal fall of 2 in British Insulated 
is accounted for by the dividend deduction. Babcock & Wilcox 
shares are 3, Willans & Robinson 6, the Preference values in the 
respective cases being 14 and 6}. Willans Debenture was bought 
for investment the other day at 101. 

The recent storms and gales have made no more difference to the 
telegraph market than the Economic Notes on Insular Free Trade. 
Indo-European shares are a point up, but that is the solitary change 
worth mentioning. One or two of the National Telephone descriptions 
have improved to a small extent, but there is very little business 
doing in any of them. 


Elmore's Trust, Limited, — An extraordinary general 
meeting was held at Winchester House on Monday, to consider a 
resolution to wind up the company voluntarily. Mr. Alleyne 
Reynolds presided. After a lengthy discussion it was decided to 
adjourn the meeting fora fortnight. A committee was appointed 
to confer and act with the board, DN 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


Stock Closi Closi 
Present or Dividends for the last oning eee week ended 
NAMB. uotations Quotations Z : 
Issue. Tu three years, wee 9vh. Sept. 16th. iir E 
` 1900, | 1901. | 1902. Highest pani 

67,100 African Direot Telegrap ; 4% Debe. we -— s E .. | 100 РЕ $e ©» 98 —102 98 —102 ©» 

25,000 Amason Telegraph ° в shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 ee eo ee 10 oe ee oe 24— BA 84 ee op 
119,700 Do. do. аы ны, ee ae Se 100 oe oe . 70 — 80 70 — 80 ee ee 
788,840 eee Telegraph es oe T ee .. | Stock | 84 61s. 60/6 47 — 50 47 — 50 2 

8,105,580 do. do. 6 % Pref. МР as a Е .. | Stock | 6 6 96 grs 90 — 92 91 — 98 918 908 
8,106,580 do. do. Deferred e. oe oo S. — ..]| Stock | бв. 3s. 1/- 8 — Ni 8 — ef zm 
44,000 Chili Tele hone, Nos. 1 to ч ee ee ee ee ee ее 5 5 6 6 95 41— 41— . oe 
18,883,3008 Commercial Cable е . | $100 8% 8 8 о 150 —160 150 —160 МА vs 
1,841,909 Do. do. Bterling 500 year 4 [4 Deb. Btock Red, ee ee Stock os ee ee 93 — 96 93 — 96 * . 
16,000 Cuba 3 0 ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 10 44% 4 % 64% 1 xd 8 1 те 8 ee 
1355 Di 0, hT 10 % Pref, ee eo ee ee ee ee @e 10 ee os E 16 — 17: 164 — 17 е * 
i irect Spanish Telegraph m x € ТА M ex de 6 4% 4% 4 24— ee 
6,000 Do. do. 10 % Cum, Pref. ee ee ee ee 5 eo ee oe 7 — H 7 — 8 ee е 

80,000 Do. do. 44 % Debs. se e s ES m o0 ds Уз " 97 —101 % 97 —101 % m" 

60,7101 | Direct United States Cable 90 83% | 84196 | 33% 103— 107 101 — 104 107 

87,800 | Direct West India серы 44% Reg. Deb, within Nos. 1 to 1 200, Red. 100 tx E. m 99 —102 99 —102 ee " 

1,955,565 Do. 84 Pref. Stock e ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 90 MES 93 90 == 93 924 91 

1,584,645 Do. 4% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. .. we: | Stock M m 3 105 —108 105 —108 107 1065 
800,000 | Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telegraph ..  ..| 10 79$ | 7% | 7% 12 — 1? 12 — 123 12/5, | 123 
820,0001 Do. 4 % Deb. Stock Btock EM x ми 104 —107 104 —107 Pa - 
800,000 | Eastern & South * Tele., 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 | 100 es SN as 98 —101 98 —1Cl e dé 
900,0001 Do. do. Reg. on. pue (Mauritius Sub.) 1 E 8, 000 25 de dn iP 100 —108 % 100 —103 9; 102 zn 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph an А Е 8 UE А 10 5196 53% cx Hj— 9 8 9 9 si 
180,042 Do. do. ee ee ee ee 10 ee ee ee 12 18 12 — 13 18 127 
150,000 Great Northern Tolezraph, o 8 en 10 15% | 16% | 124% 22 — 23 22 — 23 Р 

62.5001 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 4 4 % 100 Mort. Debe, within Nos. z = E 
' 1 70 1,900, Red } 100 " - 99 —102 99 —102 с 

17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph e. eee | 95 10 % | 10H | 10% | 86 — 39 97 — 40 394 | 88 

100,0002 | London Platino-Brazilian Teleg ph, 6 % Debs. M EN .. | 100 s ia jd 97 —101 97 —101 aa v 
1,968,883 | National Telephone, Pret. 8 ry Чары e c a, rino ws зө MO 5% | 595, | 6% | 100 —102 100 —102 101 { 1001 
1,966,667 Do. Def. Stock : E Е s Е ..| 100 a "S 13% 78 — 80 77 — 7 7"; 77 

15.000 0 do. 6 Cum, lst Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 10 6 6 6 ^ 18 — 14 18 — 14 es 

15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. 2nd Pref. - КИ 10 6 6 6 13 — 14 13 — 14 ‘ 

9,960,000 Do. do. 5 95 Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 % 260, 000 Be . b b b ? 5 — 6} 5 — bi bà . 

000,000: Do. do. 5 Deb. Stock Red. vs .. | Btock | 84 84 83 95 — 97 94 — 96 25 

600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. . | 100 4 4 4% | 101 —109 101 —103 1023 . 

171,504 | Oriental Telephone a Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid е “2 1 6 6 6 % — tt 12— 18 : 

100,000; | Pacific and European Tel, 4% Guar. Deba., 1'to 1,000 ..  ..| 100 E is —100 —100 

11,889 Reuters „ ek. Veer £x 8 5% | 5% = 74 64— 18 74 64 

8,808 | Submarine Cables Trust Se = Pi 2: S .. | Cert. ад ve il 116 —121 116 —121 120 
8003 vao River Plate Telephone " 85 -" b 1% 1% 1% 44— A es ae 

, e 5 um. Pret. Nos. 1 to 000 ee 6 ee ee ee 41— 4 ee ee 

179,9471 Do. do. b % Debs, .. Jon a ind .. | Btock T Р T 104 —107 104 102% v5 ә 

15,809 | West African Telegraph, Shares 10 - a 2% 5— 6 5— 6 au PN 
150,000: | West Coast of America, 4% Debe., 1 to 1,500 guar. by Bras. Sub, Tel. 100 e. .. .. 95 — 98 95 — 98 T T 
267,980 | Western Teen Ltd., Nos. 1 to 907,980 R РА as ө 10 1% 1% T 12 — 124 12 — 124 128 : 
75,0001 Do. : Debs. 2nd series, 1906 ee ee ee 100 eo ee ео 100 — 103 100 —103 ee ee 
400,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 oe . 
68,821 West India and Panama Tele tage” ee aie ce ee е 10 3% ee oe p A — 4 ee oe 
84,568 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. Ist Pref. ee ec 10 oe did d = è = 6} жу S 

4,669 Do, do, do. 6 Cum. 9nd Pref. í ee 10 ee ы oe 94— 4 34— 43 * ve 

0002 do. do. 6 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800° ee 100 ee ee ee ge —101 98 —101 ee ee 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

90,000 n Cum. Pref. .. T vá ae з 10 КА Та wie 8— 4 8 — 4 8. 
800,000: Do. do. 59% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. A we .. | Stock és i4 T R3 — 87 АЗ — 87 s5 e" 
100,000 | British Electric Traction TED ND 10, | 9% | 996 | 8% 124— 13 124— 13, 12,7 | 19 
100,000 Do. ао, 6 % Cum. Pret. VEO ws 10 EN 2 M 114— 12 lià— 12 3 111 | 2113 
600,000} Do, 5 % Perpetual Debenture Btock e 0| Воск và " eu 192 —125 122 —125 124} | „ 
100,000 | British 150297, and Helsby Cables „ e „ 120,6 |15% |10% 10 63— i l тха... K. 
100,000 Do. do. 69% Cum. Pref. ae ee bb He < s 6i— 5 — 6 id 5% & 
60,000 Do. do. 4, "is Mort. Deb. Red... e ee ee ee 2100 ee oe oe 102 —106 102 —106 e 
50,000 TBrowett, Lindley & Co., O ee ee ee 9 @e 5 #1 8 Nil ee Tu th 3.14 7 A: ee ee 
50,000 ul Do. do. ' 6% Cum. Pret. ee ee ee oes #1 6 6 * ee 14/ to 15/6 32 Hind 1 ee e 
105,781 | Brush Eleotrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 106,781 . Po ө + 5 „мп | Nil | . 2- 11 1 12 
150,000 Do. Non-cum. 6 % Pref. „ ae 6 8% | 6% | -1— 12 api if . 2 
126,0002 Do. do. Perp. Deb. Stock . ... Stock -%.. vs „97 —100 , 297 —100, € А 
126,000: Do. {4 Perp. 2nd Deb. Btock ee ee Stock 79. oe i85 5 90 ) „бо api 90? e N 
85,000 | Callender's Cable баш. ейп shares ix. X 5 16% |20% |16 € 114— "4 11 124 ve 
40,000 Do. 20 do. b 96 Cum. Pref. . °з b ee ee ee 5 с. 8 5 * 

1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock „ 44. e жж sl BEOCK " 4 4 96 98 —101 97 —100 99 98 
494,098 Do. do. 4 96 Pref. Stock ee ee ee ee . Btock ee 4 4 % 100 —103 99 —102 Ё £ а 
494,098 Do. do. Del. do.. Stock 5 4 4% 101 —104 99 —102 к ii 

1,880,000 | City and South London Railway кА ais us T .. | Stock | 13% 2 84% 69 — 61 68 — 60 21 59 

85, C . 8 8% | "y | 5 % 2— 24 2— 2} 2 ©» 

в st Mort. Reg. to о , an а = 

100,000: || 901 to 11,000 of £50 red. } 2: “ d OS ye re e IR 

99,261 | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, A shares, £8 paid, 1 to 99, эн 5 5 Nil ге 0— 1 0 =. 3 e 

17,139 Do. do. H 14 " shares, 01—017,189.. 15 % ‘Nil i^ 24 1— 24 y 
844,0231 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. 100 e = de "1 — 75 72 — 77 723 i 
100, 0001 Do. do. 5% and eb. Stock Prov. Certs. all pd. 100 05 Ө , 15 — 80 77 — 82 И 
112,100 |Electric Construction, 1 to 112,1 - $5 we 2 6% 6.% 6% 2 — 1} 14— 13 А “a 
81,990 Do; do. Cum. Pref., 1 to BI, WC  .. . 2 v i os 25— З 3 e. 

#25001 | Do. do. 4 Perp. Ist Mort. Deb. Вю .. ..| Btook| =; : 94 —101 өн —101 ne 5 
25,000 | General Electric Со. (1900), 5 % Cum. Pref. M „ ND 5% | 5% | 5,95 94— 10 94— 10 : ss 

,000 Do. do 4% Mort. Deb. ae se "E Stock "a es v 99 —102 ? 97 —100 = а 

85,000 Henley а (W. Т.) Telegraph M Ord. „ x5 5 20 |20% | 20% 13h - 14} xd | $ 134— 144 oe 
85,000 Pref. .. s ИК Б] 44% “ ks 5 — 54 xd 5 — 53 8 
48,060 Do Hi ort. Deb. Stock su .. | Stock PH Ys Ls 107 —111 ха |7107 —111 a is 
60,000 | India-Rubber, байа: Рага & Telegraph Works E is 10 10% |10% | 10% 184— 193 184— 194 19 - 
800, 0002 Do. do. do. 4% ist Mort. Deb. 100 E es m 100 —103 100 —103 К - 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. WA. uw. Жа Ai 10 8196 1496 14% 5 — 5} 5i— 58 ee 

10,000 t Do. do, Pref. #10 paid ee ee ee ee 10 ee ee ee 101— 10, 104— 11 ee ? 
87,860 оер Construction and r 12 174% | 20 20 % 84 — 37 81 — 37 86 B54 
160,0002 | 3 do. 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. i юп, 500 Red. 1909 | 100 г V. "A 100 —103 100 —103 А МЕ 
640,000: Waterloo 4. “City Railway, Ord. Stock ee ee ee ee eo 100 8 96 ‚8 % 34% 95— 98 94 = 91 95} ee 

+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock: Exch ange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Manchester Share List. 


.LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Nations! Eleetrio Free Wiring, fi. | Oldham, Ashton, na Hyde Eleotrio (410 pd.) Ord, t; —143. 


1 pd) 1 -l. 
Bank rate of discount 4 rer gent. (September 3rd, 1908). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


NAMB, or tions Quotations week ended 
шше, Share, | 182% three years. Y Sept. 16th. | Sept. 16th, 1908. 
t 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest.| Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... А 2x 1 an " Sé $ i 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. ee 100 oe ee 118 — 1421 118 —121 ° ° е 
20,000 Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 20,000 .. b 6 96 8% 8% 1 11 1 113 11 
20,000 Do. do. 7% Cum. Pref... 6 РЕ 1 104 1 104 ; i 
60,000 | Charing Cross and Btrand Electricity Bupply | AH Ps b 9% |1095 |10% — 9 — 9 94 
70,000 Do. do. do. Cum. Prei. 5 А Y | d 6 * 6 572 75 
40,000 Do. do. “ City Undertaking ” Cum. Pref.  .. 5 . oni КА 4 Б 4 Б HL 45 
ео *Oh lee ро. tri a ts pius Stock Red. ‘ee ees ee ee w 54%, E 4% 103 — , y mer? d 106 ee 
9 е a ec e u е ee ee ee oe 4 — X эө oe 
160,000: Do. "y dd P >’ & Deb. Stoo k Red. . ee ee Stock ae ee ee 108 —111 108 —111 ee 2 25 
70,595 | City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40,001--110,695 .. .. 10 0% | 5% 5 104— 11 104— 11 101? 104 
40,000 Do. 4 Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 us 10 6% va "A 18 — 14 13 — 14 os .. 
400,000: ро. Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all pad. ы ва "i .. 122 —197 122 —127 е v 
800,000 Do. 4405 9nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid .. 100 be " M 102 —105 102 —105 <> T 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40, 000. . 10 4% 4% 4% 11— af 74— 21 By, os 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 & Pref., 40,001—60, 000. 10 3s zs a 11 1 11 12 s ES 
400,0001 Do. do. 44% Deb. Btock, Prov. Certs. (all paid) Red sa - ste es 109 —112 109 —112 .. А 
60,000 | Edmundson’s Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares un b 7% 7% | 7% st 1 9 1 at . 
80,000 Do. dc. 6 96 Сот. Pref. . ate zs "M is - — 6 61— 6j oe 
Ew E Do. РЕ ao. ПЕРЕ 4j ou Mort. Deb. Stock .. 00 ‘aa EN 10.5 бш ү сн, A ба 
A лон an 8 а ge Electric, oe zm ve 
90,000 do. 4% Debenture Stock ‚. | Stock „э sa i 108 —106 108 —106 - e» 
110,000 London. Electric Su ay Corporation, Limited, Ord. .. 26 8 "T és ae 2— 2% 2— 94 - oe 
49,840 Do. do. 6 96 Pref. Б ae ee ee 54— 6 54— 6 571 * * 
r Mere Deb sae пай бшк | | j | ai | Mitty ойл | у] ш 
, etropo ectr "Y Supply, ei. xe — 1 
290,000: Do. do. 44% 1st Mort. Deb. Sto. vs es EE vi 108 —112 109 —113 uo 1103 
950,000: Ix Mort. Deb. Stock asd oe ee Stock ee зо ee 97 —100 97 —100 oe 
10,852 Noting Hill анас Lighting sis Vis 35 10 7 6 6 5 13 — 14 13 — 14 “0 ве 
40,000 | St. James’ and Fall Mall Electric 2 Light, Ord, : b 143 144 144 164— 164 154— 164 p 
20,000 Do. do. d Pref. 20,081 to 40,080 6 ee oe ee ad — 9 8 TEN 9 ee 
160,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red ee 100 oe ee ee —101 98 —101 ee ee 
19,000 Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord. . eo ee ee ee b ee ee 14% — 8 = 8 3} we 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ога. .. és РЕ РЕ ua b = s 1396 1— 4 8; 4 805 oe 
80,000 Urban Electrio Supply, ee ee ee ee ee 6 ee ee ee 5 — 5 — ee oe 
80,000 do. 6 % Cum. Pret. ee eo ee ee ee 5 ee ee oe 5 — 6 — D et. 4 
110,000 Westminster Electric Supply, Ord. és ә vs A a b 108% | 108% | 19 96 13 — 14 18 — 14 iB 18,% 
98,141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. ee ec ee ee 6 ee ee ee 6 — 6% 6 — 64 ae 
* Subject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, September 16th. 
Latest Week's Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS, &o. Price. Inc. or Dec. METALS, &o. (continued). Price, Inc. or Deo. 
a Acid, гооо - .. рег сті. 6/- a g Copper Sheet ге аж per ton £75 is 
& ,, Nitric. ae s .. per cwt. 22J- ae 9 " .. рег ton £5 AS 
а „ Oxalic.. ЗА се .. рег owt. 82/- ne е к (Electrolytic) Bars . per ton £61 £1 inc. 
a 55 Sulphurio s id .. per owt, 5/6 Y. e з 11 Sheets .. per ton ZTI £l inc. 
a Ammoniac, Bal .. рег cwt. 42/- is e si " Rod .. per ton £09 £1 inc. 
: Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton 483 10 АР e ii 11 H.C. Wire per lb. Bad. id. inc. 
.. per ton £80 ES / Ebonite Rod “a ёё .. per lb. 3/8 se 
à Bleaching powder .. s .. per ton £4 10 ss г Sheet  .. vs .. per lb, 8/- oe 
a Bisulphide 0 Carbon se .. рег ton £15 P з German Silver Wire  .. .. per lb. 1/6 s 
a Borax. us EN .. per ton £18 s h Gutta-percha fine... vs .. per lb. 8/- бее, 
: Benzole (90 % $e vx .. per gal. 770 с» h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 1 to 4/7 23d. inc, 
a " (50 bo i» M .. per gal. 5/6 és 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton 18 = 
a Copper Sulphate .. se .. per ton £20 s 4 , Pig (Cleveland warrants) | per ton 45/11 1/- dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate х - .. per ton £24 | - „ Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 is 
а „ White Sugar a's .. рег ton £81 và 4 „ Sorap, heavy .. рег ton 47/6 to 50]- 805 
a E Peroxide s 6 .. рег ton £27 10 si » Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton 11 т ne 
a et yla pirit . per gal. / bs 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% а4160 C). per gal. 5/6 x 9 Lead, English сын eo e per ton 411420 ө 
а Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. wee? 9 Shee .. per ton £13 os 
а y Caustic (75/80%). . .. рег ton &94 vis m Manganin Wire No. 98 . .. per lb. 8 / ёе 
а Bisulphate z .. рег ton £35 55 9 Mercury per bot, 28 76 а 
а Shellac 1, . per ewt. 107/- 10s. inc. 4 Mica (in original cases) small . per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 = 
a Sulphate of Magnesia ри .. рег ton £4 10 is 55 1 ” medium per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 oe 
а Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 10 sss d large .. per lb. 4/ o 7/9 ae 
a эз Recovered - +. perton . £5 10 os p Phosphor Bronse, plain t per lb. 1/- to 1/94 T 
a " Lump... i .. per ton £5 ee 5 А rolled bars & в per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 Se 
a Boda. Caustic (white 70 %) . рег ton £10 15 - " „ Strip&sheet per Ib. From 1/8 ee 
а „ Crystals .. рег ton £8 ae A Platinum .. si .. peros. #4 - 
а „ RBichromate, ‘casks. . .. per lb. 24d. T Я Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb, 10d. to 1/- es 
Steel, Magnet, aco’d’g to desc p’ n per ton £58 a 
METALS, &o. j „ in bars пок ris ss 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £180 v 9 Tin, Block .. ..  .. per ton { £123 } £2to £3 dec. 
T Wire, in ton lots .. perton £108 : 8, 9 „ Foil .. per lb. 1/6 $4 
Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton £106 a an „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per lb. 17 4 
p Babbitt’s metal in gots per ton 248 to £145 " p White Anti-friction Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12") basis per lb, 7d. i “White Ant” brand per ton £42 to £65 88 
€ „ Tube (brazed) i . per lb. 14d j Yarns, 2/108 Grey Cotton, on sp'ls per lb. Rd. ee 
е n „ (solid drawn).. .. per lb. Tid. "T 1 lea. Flax. .. per lb. ` be 
€ „ Wire, basis.. is .. per lb. Tid. © i „ 8S ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. 4454, ИСТ 
е Copper Tubes (brazed) A .. per lb. d. А „ 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. . ae 
» (solid drawn) .. рег lb. 94d. " 1 180 Ibs. Jute rove .. per ton £11 - 
ý Copper Bars (best selected .. рег ton £15 on k Zino, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per ton £245 Фе 


— —— 


— nm a 


Quotations supplied by Messrs. :—а G. Boor & Co.; d The British Aluminium Co., Lta.; e Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons. ; ; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakespeare ; k Edward 1 ill & Co.: 4 Bolling & Lowe; j Walter Н. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Бк Ltd.; m W. Т, Glover & rud ES n P. (Ormiston & Sons; о dong: o Johnson, ондоо, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronse Cos НМ. 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY | AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC  RECEIPTS. 


—— —— „ — 


— — -——— — —— ee —— À—À' — — ———M ' — — —— . ——— ͤ ẃ“çR — — —-— — —— 


Week | Receipts for Miles Week | Receipte for Miles 
Locality, ending | the week, | Total to ante. open. | Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. | open. 
W Be jb 8 = [IR i ER TE poa rr m 
Aberdeen n. . Sep. 19 | 1,255 | 4169 | 20011, + 2.551 10| — 8 | (South Staffordshire . | Зер. 4 1.006 +862 | 31,395 | + 4,045 913 | —3 
Birmingham — ..  ..| „ 12) 5,139 | 50 | 187,021 | + 8,94 | — | — |2| gBwansea .. — .. „ 4| 617 | 85 | 18,505 | + 1,601 НЕ 
Bournemouth ..  ..| » 9 | 1,391 aa — |10}— [= Ó Taunton .. A uot bud 74 |— 6| 2,197|— 197 +13 
Picea ie vs s% ‘a June 10 | н E | n a + 115 15 +13 8 emouth EA M 4 ваа — 93 piis + 13 re 
ac Sep. , o 5 — — eston -su are.. = ' = 
Blackpool and Fleetwood „ 12| 1,141 |.-354$| 16,007, — 48 77 — t Ei Wolverhampton Dist. Н 4 892 | + 83 | 18,915] + 6,858 | 108 +8 
Bolton г „ 13| 1,827 201 45,602] + 6,077 25 — | & | Wrexham "5 4| 14 — SHI | eee 
Briers ©» és А д | 12018 к E 130 + 13,000 ү” +4 Ey сроке, Woollen Dist. . M E. en i20 1987 Ке 1 | = 
g n ee ee ee ep. * ?, Amas STS т a ee . r] , * T 
Bine „ же c e] экИ ott) — 10 — — = — |% | Chatham & District Co. 5, 10 657 + 56 19,299 +12,601 8'63 | — 
urn ey ee ee 12 56 +192 — = 7 етә Dover eo eo б 1 - J free 1 + * те" 
Barnsley District ../ ., 1 171 — 6,423 — 44 — 5 | Dublin SOR UD „ 11 529 | +141 | 6,70 | + 6.14 461 |+ 4 
| Devonport n 4 491 | — 23 | 15,20| + 402) b | — Ё East Ham T ‘ » 12 710 | 4128 | 16,781 | + 2,205, 6 1+ i 
. Dudley—Stourbridge. . n 4 949 |+ "5| 29,684] 4 2,9-8 1 — |9 | Glasgow .. ee e| у 1% | 14,130 | +1429 | 201,486 | + 21,967 66 E: 
Gateshead " » 4 RAY | + 17 | 80,560 | + 4.541 | 1 1 2% Hull. is os .. „ 12| 1,914 | +184 | 48,989 + 2,000 11 +1 
? Gravesend — Northfleet » 4 d.) | +109 8.153 + 6577 — |4 |Ilkeston .. ave "Aa 9 188 — — — 4 | — 
Greenock сре Glasgow н 1 995 + 5 о M E 7 a d me oF Thanet .. „, n Pd pire 1705 FS 15€ 108 | — 
O ee ee Ә — od e + ee 8 ee ee U *. , zi 
:Kidderminster.. ..| „ 4| 139 — 6| 4.57 T 198) 48 — | B Liverpol .. . „ 5 10,427 —246 | 360,511 | -11,627 100 +14 
$Menhyr.. .. | „ 4| 216 „ S, 7.00 — 244 8 | — |% | Manchester к „ 12 12.489 |+ 6797 | 284,396 | 178,469 72 | — 
gj Middleton e e| a 4| 404 | + 40 11,851) + 1401! 83 | — 4 | Newcastle... „ 12| 8,508 | +599 = = |11 — 
д Oldham—Ashton el „ 4 612 — 89 20,357 + 1,547 8 | — | & | Portsmouth у ..| » 12 2,118 | + 51 Ee = = 
GPeterborough оон af i Тоа „ [B aee s co Абе) aese eiae тимә eame э | — 
ee ee oe 2 SUIS „6 — utham n эө ео ер. , mE — == 
E Potteries se e| „ 4| LOO | 4 80 64,70 + 2,949 ont ME о Sunderland 2: „ 6| 1,874 | + 47 | 69,549! + 810| 20 +8 
Rothesay.. ee T " 4 213 | — 3 56,40 | + 1,637 | 22 — Central London Railway ,, 12 | 6,587 66,465 | — 2, 6 | — 
Sheerness Е cel, “Ge. S. 106 — 2,075 — 29 — DU and В. London Ву. „ 18| 9,682 | —897 | 26,906 | — 3,468 Ej = 
Southport ee ee 11 4 417 + 2 11,262 | + 2,018 | 63$ | — s n ano celery et „* 13 i 129 + 6 1,629 | + 6 - 
verpoo er у. = 
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THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 
(Continued from page 409.) 


LETOMBE Gas ENGINE, 


Another type of gas engine lately introduced is that of 
M. Letombe, in which, while the admission of gas is 
reduced in proportion to the reduction of power to be 
attained, the compression, instead of being subject to 
reduction, is increased, so that the explosive force of the 
mixture is maintained. 

This result is obtained by the addition of an extra valve 
actuated by the governor, which cuts off the admission 


earlier as the mixture is richer. The expansion in this engine 
is prolonged, and therefore the reduction of temperature of 
the gas and the cylinder is increased. 

A prominent feature of this engine consists in the addi- 
tion of a trunk piston in place of a cross-head guide in 


SrocKPoRT Qas ENGINE.—FId. 1: 300-н.р, ENGINB. 


front of a double-acting cylinder. This arrangement gives 
an increase of power of 50 per cent. without a corresponding 
increase in weight. Though the Otto four-stroke cycle is 
adhered to, three strokes out of four are power strokes. 

For an engine of this type capable of- developing 
1,000 н.р. the pistons would only be 392 in. diameter, 
with a single crank, while the governor is so arranged that 
the engine can be worked single, double, or triple-acting. 
Engines of the above type up to 1,500 and 2,000 H.P. are 
stated to be in course of erection. 

The illustration at the top of this page shows the 
vertical section of a 400-н.р, mono-triplex Letombe gas 
engine, 


STOCKPORT Gas ENGINE, 


The “ Stockport ” Gas Engine, manufactured by Messrs, 
J. E. Н. Andrews & Co., Ltd., is built in the larger sizes 
of from 50 to 800 н.Р.; fig. 1 above shows a two-cylinder 
800-H.P. engine. The cycle employed by this firm is the 
Otto four-cycle, with tube ignition, though when preferred, 
they fit the engines with electric ignition. 

In regard to the employment of heavy fly-wheels for 
reducing the cyclic irregularity, the following test shows that 


^ i 


the increase of the weight of the fly-wheel has very little 
effect in reducing the power development of the engine :— 
An engine of 340 J. H. P., as illustrated, was tested with 
fly-wheels weighing 6 tons 15 cwt. and 13 tons, the friction 
loads being respectively 30°87 H.P. and 32°32 H. P.; the dif- 
ference, therefore, in the friction load between one and two 
wheels was 1:45 H.P., equal to 42 per cent. of the total 
1.H.P. of the engine. This firm prefers a piston speed of 


750 ft. per min., with a maximum of 300 r.p.m. 
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LetomBr Gas ENGINE: VERTICAL SECTION. 


Fig. 2 is a diagram taken from an 80 n. H. . Stockport 
gas engine, showing the variation in speed and steadiness. · 

Reference has been made to the application of blast 
furnace gas to the driving of gas engines, and to the fact 
that to this quality of gas was due the great advance in 
cylinder diameter ; the reason being that 
the gas from any one or more blast fur- 
naces, while the ore, flax and fuel remain 
constant, varies only very xlighil in its 
thermal quality, and has only a small 
percentage of hydrogen associated with 
the 25 te 80 per cent. of carbon monoxide 


The comparative absence of hydrogen 
is responsible for the fact that the ignition 
point is more under control, and the maxi- 
mum force of explosion at the dead 
centre is capable of being retarded, thus 
obtaining an improved turning moment. 


BLAST-FURNACH Gas ENGINE, 


The pioneer of the application of blast 
furnace gas to internal combustion engines 
was Mr. B. H. Thwaite, and in our iesues 
of December 15th and 22nd, 1899, April 
27th, 1900, December 14th, 21st and 
28th, 1900, we have referred to this. 
question. The article on December 14th, 
1900, gave particulars of an installation for the genera- 
tion of electric current for both power and lighting pur- 
poses at an ironworks in Derbyshire. On the following 
page we give illustrations showing the latest gas engine to the 


Сору of a Diagram taken from an So B.H. P. Stockport Gas Engine by " Moscrop” Recorder, showing variation in 
speed and steadiness. 


ERE | |) 8 ШЕШЕП 
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Stockport GAS ENGINE. —F Id 2 


designs of the Blast Furnace Power Syndicate (the owners 


‚ of the Thwaite-Gardner patents) due to their extended 


experience with this yuality of gas. It will be noticed 
that the engine is of the four-cycle Otto type. The 
cylinder is 36 in. in diameter, with a stroke of 48 in. It will 
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be seen that besides the usual water-jacket for the cylinder 
and combustion chamber, the piston and the inlet and exhaust 
valves are water-cooled. The system of governing adopted 
is a combination of the regulation of the charge and the 
“ hit-or-miss,” 

As the power requirement falls, the governor diminishes 
the admission of gas and air, until a point is reached 


does not fall to the ground. Gravitation will not cause а 
boulder to roll down a hill side if the boulder be obstructed, 
bat Newton’s law holds good notwithstanding. 

But this is a digression. I introduce the subject, here 
because Mr. Byng has a word to say about landlords. 

He quarrels with the unselfishness of landlords, who by 
* allowing free importation of agricultural produce have 


BLAST Furnace Gas EnGine: ELEVATIOX. 


at which the reduced mixture might not ignite with 
certainty, when the gas supply is cut right off, and at the 
same instant the air supply is opened to its full extent. 
The valves are mechanically opened and closed by means of 
double arm levers, thus dispensing with the heavy springs 
usually adopted for closing the valves when single levers are 
actuated by cams. | 

A valve is also arranged for admitting air under pressure, 
for scavenging purposes, A notable feature is that the 


allowed rents to be reduced, and the capital value of land to 
fall by nearly £2,000,000,000.” 

This remark obviously suggests taxing imported agri- 
cultural produce, which is indeed unavoidable if we are to 
give a preference to our colonies. But what does Mr. 
Byng’s book say on this point ? 

On p. 69 it says, If we except the free importation of 
raw produce (and let me say at once that no sane Protectionist 
would ever place duties upon articles which Nature prevents 
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BLAST FUN ACE Gas ENGINE: VERTICAL BECTIONX. 


inlet and exhaust valves have a constant and regular stroke» 
all regulation of compression, &c., being done by the 
scavenging valve. 

Special tube ignition, in duplicate, permits of the engine 
being run continuously for long periods. With a piston 
speed of 800 ft. per minute, a single cylinder engine would 
be capable of developing 300 r.H.P. ; four cylinders arranged 
double tandem would therefore give 1,200 r.H.P. 


(To be concluded.) 


PROTECTION: A REPLY TO MR. BYNG. 
[COMMUNICATED. ] 


(Concluded from page 417.) 


Wuar is true of Ireland is true of most other countries, 
and the difference in the prosperity of the different parta of 
Ireland can be traced to the difference in the conditions of 
land tenure. After we have exhausted every argument for 
and against Free Trade or Protection, there is the feeling 
that the last word has not been said. That word is private 
ownership in land. To say that Free Trade is correct in 
theory, but wrong in practice, which is what the Pro- 
tectionist arguments amount to, is no more logical than to 
impeach the law of gravitation because a suspended apple 


our producing ourselves), &c. . . . This sentence implies 
that agricultural produce should not be taxed, yet with charac- 
teristic inconsistency, the author tells us on p. 195, * We 
must protect our agriculture. It is the most pressing problem 
of the day." 

But is Mr. Byng right in saying Free Trade has reduced 
rents? The available statistics seem to prove the contrary. 
Whilst the money rental of agricultura! land has decreased, 
the rental of building land has steadily increased, and 
according to Prof. Marshall (Principles of Economics, book 
vii., p. 722) * the money rental of England's soil is probably 
twice as high, and the real rental three or four times as high 
as when the corn laws were repealed.” 

As a matter of fact, land itself has no value. Its value 
can only arise from the expenditure on it of human labour 
for which the worker is penalised. 

It is, perhaps, hardly worth while to touch all the other 
points arising out of Mr. Byng’s interesting letter, but as 
there are one or two little misconceptions I would like to 
clear up, I must trespass a little longer. 

On the subject of wages, I did not for & moment doubt 
Mr. Byng's good intentions, nor suppose he wished to 
mislead his workmen. I am not so sure, however, that he 
does not mislead himself. He is again confusing value with 
money. That he would increase the money wages goes 
without saying ; he would have to, in order to avoid a strike 
of his workmen. It does not at all follow, however, that 
the men would be better, or even as well off as before. On 
Mr. Byng's own showing, renta ought to rise as a result of 
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Protection; and a man’s available wages are the balance 
after paying his rent. With this balance, would he be 
able to purchase as much as he does with the same amount 
at present? Mr. Byng makes a great deal of the fact (or 
fiction ?) that wages are higher in Protected than in Free 
Trade countries, but he does not give any statistics either as 
to the money wages or the purchasing power in different 
countriee. Money wages are higher in America than here, 
but so they were when England was a more strongly 
Protectionist country than America, so the argument does 
not apply in this case. Then what about Germany? Are 
wages higher there? No. In the show factory of Germany, 
viz., the Krupp Works, the skilled mechanics’ wages in 1900 
were below 5s. a day. But, as already pointed out, the 
actual money wages are not a safe guide, and it is more 
instructive to look into the actual conditions of living 
among the working classes. In Das Wirtschaftsyahr, 1902, 
there is to be found an impartial survey of German trade. 
In the factory inspectors’ report we read that, owing to the 
depression in German industry, and the diminished earnings 
of the working class, the number of horses and dogs 
slaughtered for ва consumption largely increased. 

In consequence of the increased demand for horse-flesh, 
the Berlin horse slaughterers, unable to supply the require- 
ments in the immediate neighbourhood of the capital, were 
compelled to send out agenta to purchase horses in the pro- 
vinces. Perhaps it is some satisfaction to Protectionist 
advocates to know that we export horses to the Continent 
for food, horses that can scarcely stand, and which require 
careful handling to prevent their dying on the journey. 
Poor wretched things! I have seen many of them on 
their way to the quayside, and, be it noted, that German 
exports to England were very great during the period 
referred to. This, then, is the country whose methods we 
are asked to imitate ! 

The British workman will hesitate a long time before 
changing his present diet for horse flesh and black 
bread. 

And now, what about the quantity argument. You 
grant that quantity pays," writes Mr. Byng. No, no, not 
80 fast please. What I said was “by manufacturing 
standard parts in large quantities, the labour costs, and the 
standing charges on each part, may be very considerably 
reduced, and it is in this way, and only in this way, that 
* quantity * pays.” 

This is not Mr. Byng’s idea at all He says distinctly 
that the cost of production does no/ depend on the cost of 
labour, the cost of material, and expenses, but on quantify ; 
this factor overshadows the others, He gives as an example 
(pp. 10 and 11 Protection“) the manufacture of 50,000 
foreign watches, He fixes the standing charges, including 
interest and depreciation on the labour-saving machinery, at 
£5,000 a year ; and gives as the costs per watch, material 
28., labour 1&, standing charges 2s., total 58. These are 
sold at 68. each in the protected country. Then another 
50,000 are put in hand, upon which the standing charges 
are said to be £1,000, wages and material remaining the 
same as before, bringing the total cost to 38. 5d. per watch, 
and the selling price in England (only) 4s. 1d. Apparently 
the labour on the watches is the same in each case. In 
reality, however, it is not. In the £5,000 put down to 
interest and depreciation on capital outlay, a considerable 
portion is for labour in making a labour-saving machine to 
make watches, and is, therefore, payment for labour spent 
indirectly on watches, the 18. being for direct labour 
only. So that the greater the number of watches made the 
less the labour (direct plus indirect) per watch. In times 
of slackness, therefore, labour is still being paid for as stand- 
ing charges even though no watches are made at all. But, 
no matter how we may regard the figures, the plain fact 
remains that the Englishman buys precisely the same article 
more cheaply than the foreigner, and the people who buy 
them would most probably not have purchased watches at all 
at the higher price. And as has been shown over and over 
again, the money does not leave this country, but instead, 
for each watch imported, material worth 4s. 1d. goes out, 


and a watch worth 6s., according to Mr. Byng’s own 


figures, comes in. Surely this is good business to the 
importing country. 

В: Again, I repeat quantity does not necessarily pay. 
What are the latest returns from the countries which work 


on “quantity” lines and “ dump their surplus into this 
country ? 

In 1902 the Schuckert Co. lost nearly £770,000; 
Lahmeyer & Co. lost in the same year £120,000, and for 
the year ending March, 1903, shows a loss of £18,584; 
whilst the Com ie Internationale d'Electricité, of 
Liège, shows a loss of £80,604 on the last financial 
year. Yes, yes! I know the stereotyped reply by 
heart, but the fact remains that huge exports do not 
mean prosperity necessarily, but, as already pointed ont 
above, may mean simply the difference between horse- 
flesh and black bread, and absolute starvation. * Give 
me protection,’ says Mr. Byng, “and I will produce in 
quantities; I will lay out my works on a large scale; 
specialise every part; adopt piece work throughout; save in 
supervision in the drawing office, in the counting house and 
on the commercial side. I will pay higher wages and reduce 
cost of production.” My reply to this is, that without Pro- 
tection there are works in this country much smaller than 
Mr. Byng’s, who adopt all the methods suggested, and are 
netting their 20 per cent. profit. Enterprise and business 
methods are not governed by mere size of works. 

This is a manufacturer's question, cries Mr. Byng. 
Apparently the consumer has no say in the matter. But we 
are told that “no one who works isa consumer in an economical . 
sense. He must produce before he can consume.” 

What, then, does the mere landowner produce, for whom 
Mr. Byng is so solicitous in his book ? 

“If Free Trade gives cheapness to the consumer, it is 
wrong to try and attain it at the expense of the producer.” 
But, then, don’t you see, Mr. Byng, that if the producer 
and consumer are one, the consumer who gets something 
cheap at the expense of the producer gets it at his own 
expense 

But this is not the producer Mr. Byng wishes to protect; 
he is thinking of the manufacturer who employs labour 
largely; and he is imbued with the idea that a manufac- 
turer is something above the common ruck of humanity. He 
makes work, and the more work he can make the greater 
benefactor he is to his race. This is the idea. It is quite 
the reverse of the truth. 

Why does a manufacturer buy a labour-saving machine ? 
Not to make more work, but to reduce it, and the -more 
labour it saves the hetter. 

Now a manufacturer is nothing more than a labour- 
8. ving device, not a work-providing institution. The boot 
manufacturer makes our boots to save labour, the tailor does 
the same. The less labour he шо to meet our needs the 
better. That is why we employ him instead of making our 
own things. The saving of labour in every possible way is 
one of our chief objecta in life. Are our manufacturers 
rightthen in saying that to gave labour by purchasing in 
the cheaper market is wrong, and that the highest good is 
* to make work? 

And here I must leave Mr. Byng. Many points I leave 
untouched simply because it is not worth while to controvert 
them, for they are too transparent to mislead anyone. 

I would, however, like to repeat one or two of the points 
I previously made, but to which Mr. Byng makes no attempt 
to reply. I asked how it came about that if protected 
countries offered such great advantages to the manufacturer, 
who could send his manufactures free into this country, that 
so many foreign manufacturers had come over here and 
built works larger than any existing English works. I 
looked for a reply to this, feeling sure Mr. Byng had one. 
But he is silent. And why? 

Perhaps we may find the reason in his book. Let us see. 
Here is a quotation from pp. 34 and 35 :—“ Do we invite 
the foreign inventor and manufacturer to settle, and build 
and work in our country ; to teach our workmen, to pay our 
taxes, to enrich our nation? . . . . Wedo not! On the 
contrary, we bribe him to stay away. We open our 
markets to him so that he may concentrate upon one spot 
abroad all his big undertakings, and reduce his average 
expenses and increase his profits, We give him cheaper 
freighta, and handicap against him our own manufac- 
turers.” 

What a parody on facts, and how typical of the Pro- 
tectionist’s line of argument. No wonder Mr. Byng kept 
silent. 

Another point I hoped and expected he would touch upon, 
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was the “ intellectually, physically and morally, lower than * both ends, by W. J. Murphy ; correcting CR by Clark, Forde 


our neighbour " argument, or rather statement. 

Intellectually lower! Yet in his book Mr. Byng says:— 
“ But I do protest that an Englishman is as qualified to 
work a tool or invent a machine as is an American," and 
again, “electric lighting of private houses, ships, and also 
central stations originated in this country. The improve- 
ments in dynamo winding, making of incandescent lampe, 
accumulators, transformers, were Englisb. The first elec- 
trical tramway and electrical boat were made in England,” 
yet in spite of all this, and many other industries might be 
cited, Mr. Byng says Free Trade stifles invention, and 
has deadened all опг old industries, and will not allow 
new ones to be born." 

Why, the whole telephone industry of the world is 
dependent on Hughes's invention of the microphone (Mr. 
Byng wrongly gives Edison the credit), and Mr. Byng is at 
great pains to prove that this industry was killed in England 
„not by competition, but was smothered by the English 
laws," and this, forsooth, is one. of his strongest: chapters 
against Free Trade ! 

The “ physical" degeneracy argument is apparently based 
on the falling off in the birth rate. 

This may prove just the opposite. The birth rate has 
merely fallen off because the death rate has. 

Any student of animal or vegetable life knows that the 
Struggle for the perpetuation of species depends upon the 
risks run, and that where the death rate is greatest, so also is 
the birth rate, and vice versa. | 

But, after all, replying to such arguments is &o much 
beating of the air, and I cannot do better than close with 
another quotation from Mr. Byng’s book. He pictures a 
man beset by little devils, each bearing the inscription, in 
letters of fire: No new industry for 20 years!" One little 
devil whispers, “ Economically, the foreigner gets all the 
profits“; another adds, /néellertsally, our brains are 
getting numbed.” He is succeeded by one who says, 
“ Socially, skill and knowledge are leaving us," followed by 
others in turn, who whisper: © Physwally, we suffer from 
being compelled to tinker at the same things"; ** Morally, 
we are descending to a lower scale of creation“; 
* Educalionally, we have no learners, and if we had, we 
know not what to teach them,” “and so on, until the 
restless sleeper is aroused by the bitterness of the taunts 
hurled at him, and awakes to find that it is bat a dream.” 
A dream, indeed! My dear sir, it is a nightmare, as is 
proved conclusively by the most recent returns and statistics, 
und the best service one can render to the sleeper is to shout 
* Wake up !" 


REVIEWS. 


The Student's Guide lo Submarine Cable Testing, Third 
(enlarged) edition. Ву H. К. C. Fisuxr and J. C. H. 
Dan RV. [Copyrighted by the Eastern Extension, Austra- 
lasia and China Telegraph Co., Ltd.] London: The 
Electrician Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd. Price 
18. 6d. net. | 
The special object of the authors—as explained in the 

preface to the first and second editions—is to answer ques- 
tions frequently put to them when visiting various cable 
stations of the Eastern Extension Telegraph Co., and to 
bring together in a compact form information to cover 
questions relating to cable testing in the yearly examina- 
tions for operators in that service. 

The third edition embodies Parts I. and II., and also the 
appendices, of the first and second editions, with occasional 
additions interpolated in each of these sub-divisions of the 
book to make them more complete; while, in order not to 
interfere with the original simple form of the book for junior 
students, a few tests of a more elaborate nature are given in 
a new section, Part IH. 

The additions to Part I. are:—Ayrton and Mather’s 


shunt, transferred from the Appendix of the second edition . 


and extended ; Black’s CR bridge test by reversals which 
dispenses with the correction for earth currents ; reference 
to Mr. Alex. Hill's special key for CR measurements to false 
zero; localising a high resistance fault by CR tests from 


and Taylor's coefficient for high conductivity copper. 

The additions to Part II. include :—Farther examples of 
the Varley and Murray loop test; of Kennelly's test with 
two currente, balancing to false zero; and of Jordan and 
Schónau's earth overlap ; a graphic method of determining 
the resistance to be inserted when localising faults by earth 
overlap, by R. R. Black. 

Part III. (which does not appear in earlier editions) con- 
tains : —(1) Absolute measurement of capacity; (>) Correct- 
ing for galvanometer deflections ; (3) Correction for capacity 
tests: (!) Multiplying power of shunts for swings; 
(5) Measurement of resistances when Bridge ratio coils are 
not quite equal. 

Besides the addition of Clark, Forde and Taylor's copper 
coefficient table, the Appendix of the third edition is con- 
siderably enlarged by 26 pages of questions and answers 
relating to the various sections for the student to test his 
knowledge. 

The scope of The Student's Guide to Submarine Cable 
Testing" is founded by the requirements of electrical 
examinations for supervisors, and the ordinary electrical out- 
fit of all the company's stations, and on this account tbe 
Kelvin capacity test and Muirhead’s correction for (iotts 
capacity test are left out because they both require special 
keys ; and the Kelvin and Varley slides are also not described 
because these slides, like the keys, are not supplied to all the 
cable stations. | 

In the absence of slides Gott's capacity test has to be 


made with a fixed resistance of 10,000" and a variable 
resistance of the same total amount. Whether the capacity 
test employed be the Gott or Kelvin method, a slide resist- 


ance of 100,000" is, of course, very much more suitable to 
prevent battery polarisation, and, considering ita utility as a 
potentiometer and for several other tests, ita description 
might, with advantage, be included for the benefit of those 
who have the requisite apparatus. 

The favourable reception already accorded to the first and 
second editions is sufficient proof that ** The Student's Guide 
to Submarine Cable Testing" meets a real want. It is an 
eminently practical work ; the examples given are for the 
most part actual testa on cables, and the formul:e are simply 
explained. This alone will recommend it to those who have 
neither the mathematical nor practical knowledge to dis- 
criminate between the variety of alternative methods con- 
tained in more advanced and comprehensive text-books. 

Without, however, departing from the special object they 
have kept in view, we venture to suggest that Messrs. Fisher 
aud Darby would enhance the value of their work by adding 
in a succeeding edition other useful teste and information 
which do not find a place in the third edition. Рог 
instance :—Clark’s fall of potential test, which does not 
entail false zero measurement ; Kempe's loss of current fault 
test; Schaefer's two-current null method for breaks, balancing 
to scale zero; Rymer-Jones's test for breaks of very high 
resistance ; Murphy's and Kingsford's methods for keeping 
the current through the fault constant in Blavier's test; 
DR of a cable by fall of charge ; Clark's accumulation joint 
test; Sullivan’s form of Ayrton and Mather’s universal 
Bhunt. 

Messrs. Fisher and Darby appear to evince а rather undue 
partiality for false zero methods. They say the false zero 
method is always to bc preferred when localising faults 
except when the fault reals up or polarises with both 
currents, when quick reversals should be used." Yet in the 
next paragraph they add: Mance's method may be used as 
a check on other tests when localising faults or breaks. The 
advantage of this method is that itis a null method or taken 
to instrument zero." There is no doubt that testing to false 
zero is not only a lengthy process, but difficult and uncertain. 
It was to obviate this that Kennelly introduced his three- 
current scale zero test for breaks. Moreover, speaking of 
Mr. C. W. Schaefer’s tests, Mr. J. Elton Young says ‘ He 
(Schaefer) further suggests that this system of scale zero 
fault testing, with correction for the measured к « potentials 
which has been proved to work satisfactorily in his break 
tests, may be applied to render other methods—such as over- 
laps—easier of execution, which, with false zero balancing, 
are frequently found difficult. Considerable skill and judg- 
ment are required to balance accurately to false zero, 
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especially on long cables, whilst a scale zero observation can 
be made by the inexperienced.” 
In books containing so many diagrams, formule, and 


figures, printing and clerical errore and oversights must be 


expected, and the work under review is no exception to the 
rule, but enforces the necessity of carefully revising the proof 
sheets, and alao the advantage of keeping one’s own note- 
book of testing formula: of proved accuracy. 

One important error is found on page 120. In Kennelly’s 
formula for a fault test with two current strengths, balancing 


to false zero, the distance of the fault = Ve K Vn 


Vc — Vel 
This is correct, providing that cis the stronger and с, the 
weaker current, and the resistance A obtained with c con- 
sequently smaller than resistance в obtained with the weaker 
current ci. But immediately after, when substituting the 
ratio m of the two current strengths for their actual values 
in milliamperes, they reverse the order and call c the weaker 
and ci the stronger current, or є = 1 and v, = mc instead 
of с, = l and с = m e. The correct formula sbould be 
z = Аут — в instead оѓ МУ ЕРА. ог when с = 1 
Vm— 1 Мт – 1 

and с, —1,£e,aratio of 4:1, 1 = 2A k instead of 
2B — A as is erroneously given. 

Agsin, in the description of the Ayrton and Mather 
universal shunt, p. 19, Sec. 184, the diagram connections do 
not correspond with the text, and a misprint in the process 


of deducing the MP of the shunt, viz., TA , has escaped 


detection, so that the explanation is confusing. The state- 
ment that when employing a universal shunt the joint 
resistance of the galvanometer and shunt (s) is always 

than that of the unshunted galvanometer, except 
when в is the same or less than the galvanometer resistance, 
is clearly an inadvertence, as one of the examples, viz., when 


G = 1,000" and s = 10,000", correctly shows the joint 


resistance to be only 909". This slip is repeated when it 
says that “ up to the point where s = G the joint resistance 
is less than a, afterwards always grealer ; whereas under the 


conditions given, if s = 9,857" the joint resistance equals 
1,000 ", and any value for s above this, up to 10,000, will 


give a less resistance than the galvanometer. 
Attention is called to the fact that with a universal shunt 


of 10,000" and 7,000" galvanometer resistance the sensitive- 
ness of the instrument is reduced 1:7 times. To obviate this 


reduction * shunt boxes of higher resistance than 10,000" 
have been made." It must, however, be borne in mind that 


a galvanometer of 7,000" would generally be an astatic 
reflecting galvanometer, the sensitiveness of which can be 
made to meet all requirements—except for abnormally high 
resistance measuremente—by a fine suspension and raising 
the controlling magnet. For a Sullivan galvanometer, its 


coil resistance being generally only 1,100”, its sensitivencss 


is not seriously reduced by a universal shunt of 10,000". In 
addition to the joint, resistance of the shunt and galvano- 
meter having more often to be taken into account as 
affecting discharge and permanent deflections, a high resist- 
ance in circuit with a long cable seriously modifies the 
electrification fall for the first few minutes when measuring 
DR, especially when the cable is at a low temperature and 
the fall very rapid in consequence. 

In connection with DR measurement Messrs. Fisher and 
Darby remark :—‘* The expression absolute conductor resist- 
ance and absolute dielectric resistance are incorrect in the 
sense in which we use them, but until others are adopted in 
cable testing we must continue to use them to prevent con- 
fusing the student, who is sure to meet with this very often 
in cable records.” We would suggest adhering to the more 
usual expression total DR and (otal СК. 

Referring to С.Р. coefficients, а table is given for 
Willoughby Smith’s G.P. coefficient, viz., 1°08 per 1° F. 
decrease, and Messrs. Fisher and Darby truly say that no two 
samples of core have the same temperature coefficient. But 
it is scarcely accurate that the coefficient is “ sufficiently 
accurate for ordinary purposes, especially within 10° of 


75° F.,“ because some gums have a coefficient as high as 
1:09, or even higher, which, for reductions from a low 
temperature, say 35° F., would give a widely different value, 
viz., 31:4 instead of 22:1 as given in the table. 

Attention is drawn on p. 112 to the fact that correcting 
DR to 75? F. ** from the mean temperature calculated from 
the CR ” is not even approximately correct, bat no explana- 
tion is given as to how the measured DR of a cable, ut 
widely different temperatures, may be reduced to 75? by 
dividing up the cable into sections and correcting these 
sections separately for their respective temperatures, Nor ig 
any correction for sea pressure given. 

Instead of the student determining the absolute measure- 
ment of his condenser capacity, as in Part I. (1), it would be 
more satisfactory to send a reliable standard condenser the 
round of the stations periodically— and a bridge also—for 
comparison ; more especially as it is quite possible that the 
standard resistance of 25 or 50 megohm may itself be 
inexact. | 

For the Sullivan galvanometer Messrs. Fisher and Darby 
find the resistance * about, 50 per cent. higher for swings 
[Part III. (4)] than for steady detlections." This apparent 
increase differs with the galvanometer, and for the very 
sensitive form of Sullivan for testing on shore, the apparent 
resistance for swings will sometimes be found as much as ten 
times as great as for steady deflections. 

We congratulate Messrs. Fisher and Darby on the favour- 
able reception their Student's Guide to Submarine Cable 
Testing " has met with, and fully realising, as we do, that 
it is much easier to criticise than to write a good book, we 
hope that they will receive the foregoing sugyestions in the 
friendly spirit in which we offer them, with a view to am- 
plifying and rendering more complete still an already ex- 
cellent work. 


THE CONTINENTAL ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING INDUSTRY, 


AUSTRALIAN CONTRACTS PLACED IN GERMANY. 


Durma the first half of the present year three electrical companies 
were formed in Germany, as compared with four and five respec- 
tively in the corresponding periods of 1902 and 1901. The share 
capital of the three amounts to £305,000, as against £455,500 and 
£197,000 in the equivalent halves of the two preceding years. 

The Helios Co. is reported to have received orders for the 
supply of large electric-power distributing plant for the Associated 
Gold Mines (Australia) Co., and for the extension of the 
municipal central station at Boulder City, Western Australia. The 
conversion to electric traction of the horse tramway at Valparaiso, 
and the erection of a water-power station in connection therewith, 
are to be undertaken by a combination formed of the Siemens- 
Schuckert Works Co., the A.E.G. and the Union Co., and a syndicate 
of German bankers. It is intended to establish an independent 
company to carry on the enterprise, the proposed share capital 
being £250,000. 

The report of the Lahmeyer Electricity Co., of Frankfort-on-the- 
Maine, which incurred, as mentioned in a previous issue, a loss of 
£18,000 for the year 1902-3, as against a deficit of £124,000 in the 
preceding year, states that the amalgamation with the company’s 
trust—the German Company for Electrical Enterprises—has now 
been completed. Among the machinery supplied during the year 
are cited the second and third extension plants for the Charing 
Cross and City Electric Lighting Co. and the equipment for Tata’s 
Hotel, Bombay. As far asthe London allied company is concerned, 
the report states that the latter incurred a loss in 1901 and a loss of 
a few hundred pounds is also announced for the past year. The 
Frankfort company is only interested to a slight extent in the 
English company, and the directors remark that the foreign business 
has the sdvantage of disposing of a large portion of the production. 
With regard to the future, the report mentions that the orders 
received during the first four months of the new financial year are 
50 per cent. greater than in the corresponding period of 1902-3, but 
an improvement in prices has scarcely been perceptible, and a 
material alteration in this direction can hardly be expected so long 
as the productivity of the works is greater than the demand. A 
change in this respect will also not be brought about by the amal- 
gamation of individual companies, as this only diminishes the 
number of competitors, but the rivalry continues unchanged, and 
the directors are of opinion than an improvement is only possible 
by a general understanding being arrived at on broader principles. 

The report for 1902-03 of Korting’s Electricity Works Co., of 
Hanover, points out that there is no truth in the newspaper state- 
ments that the Allgemeine Co., of Berlin, has entered into closer 
relations with the company. These statements are attributed to 
the negotiations between the firm of Korting Brothers and the 
A. E. d. in regard to the relinquishment, of tho former’s electrical 
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manufacturing department. As may be remembered, Körting's 
Electricity Works Co. was established a few years ago by the firm 
of that name, to take over and carry on the central stations and 
large isolated plants built by the firm. The latter guaranteed the 
payment of interest on the company’s capital for several years and 
now proposes to terminate the guarantee in March, 1905. The net 
profits of the company for the past financial year amount to £9,523, 
and a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent., as in the previous year, is 
to be paid to the sharebolders. 

The Voltohm Electricity Co, of Frankfort-on-the-Maine, which 
was formed in 1898, to take over the electro-technical business of 
the Voltobm Co., of Munich, acquired shortly afterwards the wire 
rope works of J. Reutlinger, and the telegraph wire and cable 
factory of E. Blust, at Frankfort. In 1899, the company, which has 
a share capital of £37,500, paid a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent., 
and in the following year the distribution was 4 per cent.; but since 
then losses have been incurred, and the deficit at the end of 1902 
amounted to £7,500. The directors have found that the construction 
of arc lamps and Roentgen apparatus does not work in well with 
the manufacture of wire ropes and cables, and they have decided 
to sell the former branches to Herr Louis Rosentbal, of Furth, 
Bavaria. The shareholders have just approved this arrangement 
and the alteration of the title to the Voltohm Rope and Cable 
Works Co. 

Among other German enterprises may be mentioned the Rheydt 
Cable Works Co. which proposes a dividend at the rate of 12 per 
cent. for the year as compared with 10 per cent.; the profit of 
£12,300 earned by the German Cable Works Co. is to be devoted, 
after providing for depreciation, to the complete extinction of the 
deficit from the previous year; and the deficiency of the Westing- 
bouse Electricity Co., which amounted to £9,396 in 1901, has 
increased to £17,511 during the past year. 

The Compagnie Général de Traction, notwithstanding the drastic 
scheme of reorganisation which has been carried out, has not yet 
emerged from the difficulties which have surrounded it for a long 
time past. It was found necessary a year ago to write down the 
share capital by no less than £840,000 in consequence of heavy losses 
due to decline in the value of securities and the unremunerativeness 
of several of the electric tramways in which the company is interested 
both in Paris and the vinces; and the year 1902 has now 
terminated with a fresh loss of £136,000. The share capital of the 
company is at present £424,000, the bonded debt amounts to 
£452,000 and the loan debt to £582,000. The directors state that a 
financial improvement has taken place in the condition of the 
various provincial tramways as a result of the transfer of the 
management of those lines to an independent company for a period 
of three years, and progress is also hoped for in the tramways in 
Paris. The maintenance of the Diatto surface contact system on 
certain of the lines of the East Parisian, the West Parisian, and the 
left bank of the Seine still necessitates & considerable outlay, but 
it is expected to obviate this expense in course of time by the sub- 
stitution of the overhead trolley system, which is extending in the 
French capital. 

Tbe Bank for Electrical Enterprises of Zurich, which was founded 
in 1896 by the Berlin Allgemeine Co. for the financing of under- 
takings in which the latter is interested mainly as a contractor, 
has a share capital of £1,320,000 and a bonded debt of £1,290,000. 
Until recently tbe Berlin A.E.G. held £1,270,000 of the ordinary 
capital of the bank, although the shares were entered at £727,500 
in the company's last balance-sheet, but as certain Berlin banks are 
now offering shares of the Zurich company for sale, it would appear 
that the A. E. G. is reducing its holding in that enterprise. The 
Swiss Bank, which is interested in various electric tramways, 
lighting stations, chemical works, &c., in European and other 
countries, has earned net profits amounting to £98,000 during 
1902.03, as compared with £89,400 in the previous year. The 
dividend which has been declared is at the rate of 64 per cent., as 
ageinet 6 per cent. in 1901 and 1900, 63 per cent. in 1899 and 6 per 
cent. in 1898. 


ON A NEW METHOD OF TUNING 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH STATIONS BY 
MEANS OF THE “MULTIPLIER.” 


By COUNT ARCO. 


(Concluded from page 438.) 


January, let, 1903. 
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frequencies when the aerial wire is thrown into vibration by a tuned 
exciting circuit. The frequency which is practically useful is that 
which pulsates through the inductance coil of the serial conductor; 
the corresponding wave-length is identical with the only one pro- 
duced when the excitation is direct. 

When tbe exciting circuit is out of tune a third frequency occurs 
in the aerial conductor—namely, that of the discordant exciting 
circuit. This has not been observed in distant working. 


5.—APPLICATION OF THE PROCESS IN OTHER EXLEOCTRIO 
MEASUREMENTS. 


In conclusion, one or two other applications of the multiplier may 
be noticed. We can, for example, by its means determine the 
increase of damping of an exciting circuit when electric energy is 
abstracted from it by connection with the earth and a tuned aerial 
wire capable of radiation. We can also determine the reaction of 


the aerial conductor system upon the exciting circuit—that is, the 
amount by which the fundamental rate of vibration of the jar circuit 
is diminished by connecting with it a counterpoise and tuned aerial 
wire. The capacity of the exciting circuit is thus increased by a 
definite amount—the capacity of the parallel aerial wire— and its 
rate of vibration decreased. These experiments are shown in 
figs. 17 and 18. Fig. 17 (I.) shows a jar circuit made up of a capacity 


of 0:003 mf. and 1:8 turns. This is earthed at one point, and the 
multiplier is connected as shown. The measured wave-length is 
given in curve I. The tuned aerial wire was then connected, either 
directly (II.) or inductively (III.) with the jar circuit, and the wave- 
length again measured with the multiplier. The values obtained 
are shown in curves II. and III. From these curves we see that— 

1. The amplitude of the potential at tha multiplier has dropped 
to about one-third, that is, the damping of the jar circuit is consider- 
ably increased. 

2. That the wave-length is increased by the direct attachment of 
the aerial wire as well as by the inductive connection, in the ratio 
of 85 : 70 = 1'2, and 

3. With the inductive coupling, in which the multiplier was con- 
nected with the separate aerial wire system, tbe energy vibrating in 
the aerial wire was less than when the aerial wire was directly con- 
nected with the jar circuit in the ratio of 13 : 174, or by about 30 

cent. 

In thisexperiment the inductive coupling was too loose, the loes 
in transformation too great. 

In fig. 18 the same experiments with the connections showa in 
I. and II. are repeated, with the difference that the capacity was 
about 2:6 times as great as in fig. 17. The curves show that in this 
case :— 

1. The reaction of the aerial wire on the jar circuit, and the dif- 
ference of frequency caused by the addition of the capacity of the 
aerial wire to the jar circait is smaller. The retardation is only 
about 72: 65 = 111. 

2. That the damping, due to the increase of the condenser capa- 
city contained in the jar circuit, and the increased amount of vibrat- 
ing energy which this gives rise to in the exciting circuit, is less 
than when the small condensers are used, as in fig. 15. Theincrease 
of damping is now, in fact, only in the ratio of the amplitude 
— 46: 20 = 2:3; but with the smaller condensers as in fig. 17 in 
the ratio of 46 : 17:5 = 2°63. 

From the fact that the aerial wire reacts upon the frequency of 
the exciting circuit, it might be inferred that the connection of the 
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«nultiplier itself with the exciting circuit would result in an altera- 
-tion of the wave-length. In this case the wave-length measured 


with the multiplier would be too great, and a correction would have 
to be applied. The question is investigated in fig. 19. The wave- 
Aength was measured with the multiplier with an aerial wire 
attached (Curve I.). Then a second multiplier loaded with the 
coherer capacity was added, and the wave-length, determined by 
the first coil, again checked. Curves I. and II. show that the 
multiplier does not produce a variation of the wave-length. In both 
cases the quarter-wave length is exactly 85. It should be observed, 
however, that the measuring coil abstracts an appreciable quantity 
of energy from the jar circuit; this is shown by the diminution of 
the amplitude in the ratio of 15 to 12. Of course this absorption 
of energy is considerably less than when the aerial wire is 
attached. 

A further possible application of the coil is for the measurement 
of small capacities. P. Drude measured the capacity of a vacuum 
tube in this way. 

For this purpose the coil loaded with unit capacity is joined up 
with an earth-connected Leyden jar circuit with counter-poise and 
adjusted until resonance is obtained. The capacity is then re- 

laced by the capacity to be measured. Let L; and 1, be the 
uctances, o, the unit capacity, and x the capacity to be measured ; 
then by Thomson's law 


х = 0 I 


La 


The ratio л : L may be found by means of a standard curve from 
the number of turns (wi and wa) in each case. For coils in which 
the ratio of length to diameter is great, and also c, and x do not 
differ too widely, we may without much error assume that 

Lı : Là = WI: We 


THE EVIDENCE ON MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


‘THe minutes of evidence upon which the Joint Committee based 
their Report on Municipal Trading are now in the hands of the 

ublic, and very fully support the conclusions arrived at upon the 
branch of the subject to which they limited their inquiry. The 
- evidence of the Permanent Secretary of the Local Government 
Board furnished the necessary statistics to date as to municipal 
loans and the character of the trading operations carried on, and 
then dealt with the question of audit of the accounts, pointing ont 
that they are “not kept on what are called commercial lines—that is to 
say, would not show a profit and loss account.” 

This authoritative statement will astonish ratepayers who have 
accepted the statements put forward by the advocates of municipal 
trading with reference to the alleged profits made on municipal 
electric supply undertakings. In certain much-quoted tables 
summarising the trading results there is a column in which the 
surplus or deficit in the accounts prepared by the municipalities is 
shown, and these figures are accepted without question as con- 
clusive evidence of the position of the undertakings. 

That these statements are absolutely fallacious we have fre- 
quently pointed out; and it is satisfactory to learn from Sir 
Samuel Butler Provis's evidence that the Local Government Board 
have under consideration necessary alterations in the accounts of 
municipal undertakings in order to show not merely actual receipte 
and payments during the particular year, but income and expendi- 
ture in respect of the undertaking. 

The Islington electric supply undertaking is a good illustration of 
the necessity for a statement of accounts which would show the 
actual position of the trading on the whole, spart from the mere 
inoome and expenditure for the current year. Thus, without going 
into the question of the method of keeping the accounts, provision 
for depreciation, charge for public lighting, &c., the jresulte stated 
без anthority show profits in some years and losses in others, 

in 1900 a loss of £3,116, in 1902 a profitiof £2,089, and in 1903 
a loss of £1,740. 

The accounts recently published by the Urban District Council of 
Wimbledon are the subject of keen criticism in the locality, and 
afford another example of the necessity for the system of audit 
recommended by the Joint Select Committee. The Council show 
^ by their method of preparing the accounts that there was a profit 
for the year ending March 31st last, of £2,027 19s. 84, out of 
еә is carried to reserve fund, and £1,527 19в. 8d. in relief 
 W This a very rosy statement, calculated to gratify the ratepayers, 
and will, no doubt, be used by municipal traders in support of their 
views; but one of the ratepayers, a Mr. H. Crickmay, with an evi- 
dent knowledge of figures, has given another side to the picture, 


and his statements are of especial interest. He briefly points out 
that the total unite generated and accounted for were 1,030,212. The 
total cost, including repayment of debt and interest, was £13,425 
28. 11d., and the cash income earned; £10,068 14s. 10d. Consequently 
there was a deficiency of £3,356 8s. ld. This had to be raised from 
the rates, in order that bills due could be liquidated within the 
year; in spite of which the Council apply £1,527 19s. 8d. to the 
local rates, au action which is obviously calculated to deceive the 
ratepayers as to the actual result of the trading. 

Mr. Crickmay shows the actual cash account of the business as 
follows :— 


Total cost ids T whe £13,425 2 11 
Cash receipts of all sorts 10,068 14 10 
Raised from rates see 8,356 8 1 

£13,425 2 11 


There is no cover for reserve fund or profit, and these, it is 
pointed out, are shown (on paper) by crediting the working cost of 
the public lighting, amounting to £5,403 11s. 2d. 

If all localities possessed competent and willing critics of the 
acoounts of the local authority, ratepayers would soon realise the 
necessity for a Local Government Board auditor to protect them 
from their representatives, who, while strictly honest, are, too often, 
far from being competent accountants. 

Sir Samuel Butler Provis strongly advocated the appointment of 
auditors chosen by an outside authority, with power of dealing with 
an illegal expenditure by means of surcharge on the spot, such, for 
instance, as overdraft. 

Mr. Albert Gray, coansel to the Lord Chairman of the House of 
Lords, hit the nail on the head when he said that an. effective 
system of municipal audit would go very far towards removing the 
evil resulte of trading on the part of municipalities, because of the 
temptation to present accounts іп а form which makes the enterprise 
appear more productive than it is, and the temptation is the 
stronger because of there being no effective or efficient audit. 

The borough accountant of Burton-on-Trent, writing on the 
subject of depreciation, lays down a sound principle when he says: 
" It appears quite clear to me that varions items in the electrical 
equipment and machinery have not an equivalent life to the period 
granted for the original loan, and steps should be taken to maintain 
the undertaking withont recourse to further borrowing, except for 
new works.” 

A similar opinion is expressed by the borough treasurer of 
Kingston-upon-Hull, who thinks it “advisable, seeing that local 
authorities have no share capital wherewith to meet contingencies, 
that a reserve fund should be provided, according to the exigencies 
of the circumstances, to meet any extraordinary charge that may 
arise and prevent the general ratepayer having to bear any portion 
of the cost of maintaining undertakings which should be self- 
supporting.” He goes even further by holding that provision 
should aleo be made for eventually meeting the natural growth of 
any undertaking out of its own revenue or reserve funds." 

To think it possible that revenue can not only provide for the 
working expenditure, the maintenance of the plant, depreciation, 
obsólescence, and the capital required for the extension of the 
uudertaking, is, we fear, carrying the probability of profits to an 
impossible extent. 

It is, however, satisfactory to find among municipal finance 
officials sound principles of accountancy in support of the 
views of the Joint Select Committee, as indicated in their 
recommendations. 

The evidence of Mr. Welton, past-president of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants and chairman of the Finance Committee of 
the Wandsworth Borough Council, is of considerable interest, as it 
is that of a well-known expert in accountancy who is familiar with 
the accounts of local authorities. He is strong upon the question 
of depreciation, and especially of provision for obsolescence, 
forcibly illustrating the latter point by the position of a canal 
superseded by railways with a consequent wastage without its falling 
out of repair, and in like manner instanced the result of competition 
between gas and electricity. He defines true profits as being 
arrived at after paying the ordinary expenses, depreciation arising 
from wastage, and provision for the obsolete. He says that if 
depreciation is not provided for, the profits appear to be greater 
than they actually are, and contends that there should be a balance- 
sheet of the municipal account showing the assets and liabilities at 
the date of the account. 

Although the Joint Committee decided upon practically limiting 
their inquiry to the question of municipal accounts and audit, they 
made a notable exception in the case of Sir Andrew Noble, who 
gave most valuable evidence on the question of municipal trading, 
to which we may refer more particularly before closing our 
comments upon the report. In his opinion it would be best if 
municipalities could be prevented from trading altogether, except 
in regard to matters such as the disposal of sewage, where there 
may be serious difficulties in getting private enterprise to undertake 


to do what is necessary. 
(To be continued.) 


Belgzium.— La Compagnie d'Electricité de Seraing et 
Extensions is the name of a company which has just been formed 
with a capital of £48,000 to exploit the concession for supplying 
electrical energy for lighting and power p ses at Seraing, near 
Liège, where are situated the large steel and engineering works of 
the Cockerill Co. 


* 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal b ‚ P. Taompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agente, B, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


18,710. Chambers for the combustion of fuel under pressure; valves, 
purifiers, loading apparatus, and air compressors in connection therewith ; 
means for applying the gaseous products to smelting, steel making and the 
production of electricity." D. Cook. August 818%. 

18,712. A double point for electrio rails of the conduit system, ao that the 
car can always pick up the current." A. C. Ногввом. August 8186. 

18,718. „ Automatic working of points of electric tramways.” A. С, 
HoLBRow. August 8lst. 

18,781. “Improvements in electrical switches." H. Crowe. August 3186. 

18,740. “A method of actuating switches or the like." W. E. Evans, 
(Allgemeine Elektricitüts-Gesellschaft, Germany.) August 3lst. (Complete.) 

18,745. “ Improvements in and relating to excess indicators for use with an 
electric current.” L. B. ATKINSON. August 3186. 

18,754. ‘Improvements in semi-automatic telephone systems." E. A. 
FALLER. August 3lst. (Complete.) 

18,755. Improvements in or relating to electrical indicating y dpe for 
communicating and recording instructions.” H. BLENDER. ugust 81st. 
(Complete.) 

18,829. "Improvements in electric insulators.’ W. E. LANGDON, J. G. 
FULLER, and G. FULLER. September Ist. 

18,854. “Improvements in and relating to telegraphic recording and per- 
forating apparatus.“ J. T. ARMsTRONG. September lst. 

18,860. ‘‘Improvements in and relating to electrical switches.“ L. M. 
CASELLA. September lst. 

18,867. “Improved telegraph apparatus." О. Imray. (Societé des Tele- 
graphs Multiplex (Systeme E. Mercadier, France.) September lst. (Complete.) 


18,907. * Improvements in electrical controllers." W. FAIRWEATHER. (Diehl 
Manufacturing Co., United States.) September 2nd. (Complete.)| 

18,934. "Improvements in electrio ‘storage ‘batteries or accumulators.” H. 
PRATT and F. Vince. September 2nd. 

18.958. ''Improved check or indicator applicable to the electric controllers of 
electrically-driven vehicles.” А. R. L. WILLE. September 2nd. (Complete.) 


18,958. “ Improvements in and relating to electrolytic manufacture of caustic 
soda and other products.” J.B. Hannay. September 2nd. 

18,964. “Improvements relating to the regulation of the voltage of dynamos." 
C. TURNBULL, jun. Dated September 8rd. 

18,980. *''Improvementh in and connected with electrical signalling on rail- 
ways and tramways.” J. W. TUNSTALL. September Brd. 

18,998. ‘Electric current generating and motive-power machine." W. 8. 
Frost. September Srd. 

19,012. ‘Improvements in electric lampholders." У. 21иогкв. September 
8rd. 

19,015. ‘Improvements in contacts, especially suitable for induction coils.” 
MaRcoNI's WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., and E. PRIDDLE. September 3rd. 


19,029. ‘Improvements in switch trolley heads for electric cars.” J. H. A. 
McGuire. September 4th. 

19,058. “ Improved method of guiding trolley-heads along frogs and crossings 
attached to overhead wires in connection with electric railways and tramways.” 
H.Cooury. September 4th. 

19,054. ‘‘ Improvements in and applicable to overhead equipment, electric 
or otherwise, of railways and tramways to work in connection with railway 
carrisges, tramway car or cars, or vehicle or vehicles, truok, trucks, or part, or 
paris of the same.” W. Р, W. WEATHEBILL. September 4th. 

19,068. Improvements in and relating to electro-capillary detectors, relays 
and recording apparatus,” J.T. ARMSTRONG and А. ORLING. September 4th. 


19.065. Improvements in or relating to electrical measuring instruments.” 
C. E. Foster, E. R. Grote, and M. V. ELY. September 4th. 

19,092. ‘‘ Improvements in electrical locking apparatus for railway signals.“ 

.W.R.BvkEs, Jun. September 4th. . 

19,180. ‘‘ Improvements in incandescent gas and electric globe lamps.” J. W. 
Lea and J. Н. Perris. September 5th. 

19,142. “ Improved driving and speed regulating mechanism for dynamo- 
electric generators when carried by railway and other vehicles.“ А. T. METCALF. 
September bth. 

19,172. Improvements in apparatus for controlling the working of elec- 
trically-driven cars." SremENs Bros. & Co., Ltp., and F. LypALL. September 
5th. (Complete.) 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


1902. 


418. ‘Improvements in or connected with thermo-electric batteries." B. J. 
Hall. Dated January 7th. 

493. “Improvements in electrical demand or rebate indicators.” F. Lux 
and Reason Manufacturing Co. Dated January 7th. 

661. ‘Improvements relating to electrical heating apparatus.” British 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co. (J. 8. Peck, Pittsburg; K. C. 
Randall, Wilkinsburg; and С. F. Scott, Pittsburg, U.S. A.) Dated January Зір, 


577. "Improvements in insulators.” L. Hackethal. Dated January 8th. 


€W. “Improvements in electrical switches and cut-outs.” R. Е. Hall. 
Dated January 9th. 

667. “Improvements in connection with surface contact electric traction 
systems working with magnetically-operated switches." Dolter Electric Trac- 
tion. (H. Dolter, Paris.) Dated January 9th. 

607. “Improvements in and connected with apparatus for the reception of 
sound signals for nautical and other purposes." E. de Meulemeester. Dated 
January 9th. 

750. Improvements in wireless telegraphy.” 8. G. Brown. Dated 
January 10th, 

1,767. Improved devices for varying the speed of continuous current electric 
motors.” А, G. Bloxam. (Couffinhalet ses Fils, France.) Dated January 22nd. 

1.772. Improvements relating to telephone systems.” Е. P. Baird. Dated 
January 22nd. 

1.820. An improved method of laying cables." G. C. Hurrell. Dated 
January 23rd. 

1,874. ‘Improvements in controllers for electric motors.“ T. S. Perkins. 
Dated January 23rd. 

1,888. Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” B. Hopkinson. 
Dated January Hth. 

1.981. Ап improved electric transformer.“ W. T. Stutchbury and C. 
Gorick, Dated January 24th. 


2,018. ‘Improvements in junction boxes for electric wiring." J. Waldrom 
and E. White. Dated January 25th. 

2,019. An improved coupling socket for electric wiring." J. Waldron and 
E. White. Dated Janus ry 25th. 

2,024. "Improvements in collectors for eleotrically-propelled vehicles.” A. 
Hil. Dated January 25th. VES 

2,0804. “Improvements in electric aro lamps." Н. Baggett. Dated 
January 25th. 

10,008. ‘Improvements in intercommunication telephones." G. E. Beckett. 
Dated April 80th. 

10,588. “ Improvements in and relating to drawings or matrices for use in 
electric Jacquard punching and similar machines," O. Zerkowitz. 

May 7th. 

10,783. “Improvements in automatio electric regulating or vontrolling 
devices or systems." W. Stockmeyer. Dated May 9th. 

10,889. wo in or relating to telephone receivers and trans- 
mitters." W. C. Runge. May 12th. 

11,815. “ Improvements in or connected with the return circuit on electrio 
railway systems." H.H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) May Ath. 

11,816. ‘* Improvements in or relating to variable speed eleotro- motors.“ 
Н. Н. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,818. ‘‘ Improvements in electric switches." Н. H. Lake. (General Elec- 
tric Co.) May 21th. 

11,840. “Improvements in cleats or holders for electric conductors." H. He 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

12,081. “Improvements relating to lubricating devices for the trolley-wheels 
of electric railway cars and the like." H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) 
Dated May 24th. 

12,159. ‘‘Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for 
electric incandescenoe lamps." C. D. Abel (Siemens & Halske Aktien- 


, Gesellschaft.) Dated May 23rd. 


12,700. ‘Improvements relating to the manufacture of active material for 
the plates of electric accumulators.” S. A. Rosenthal. Dated June 8rd. 

18,741. “Improvements in and relating to electric switches.” H. H. Lake. 
(General Electrio Co.) Dated June 17th. 

13,748. ‘‘Improvements in motor controlling devices." Н. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated June 17th. 

18,792. “A new or improved fault-indicator for electrio circuits.” М. B. 
Field. Dated June 18th. 

13,877. “ Improvements in or relating to electric railways ог a road contact 
or sectional conductor systems.” A. J. Boult. (L. Negro.) Dated June 18th. 

14488. “ Improvementa in connecting carbon electrodes with electric leads.” 
H. Baker and Castner-Kellner Alkali Co., Ltd.) Dated June 21st. 

14,140. “Improvements in electrical power factor indicators." H. Н. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated June 21st. , 

14,294. “Improvements in or relating to regulating devices for C RARO: 
electric machines." H.H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June Е 

14,295. ‘‘Improvements in electric protection devices.” Н. Н. Lake. 
(General Electrio Co.) Dated June 24th. 

1 "Improvements in and relating to systems of electrical distribution.“ 
H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 24th. 

14,583. “Improvements in electrolytic interrupters.” G. E. Gaiffe and G. 
Gallot. Dated June 30th. 

14,782. "Improvements in magneto-electric generators or dynamos." T. B. 
Murray and N. O. Fulton. Dated July 2nd. 

28,805. “Improvements in galvanic batteries." Halsey Electric Generator 
Co., Ltd. (Halsey Electric Generator Co., U.S.A.) Dated December 80th. 


28,807. ‘Improvements in galvanic batteries." Halsey Electric Generator 
Co., Ltd. (Halsey Electric Generator Co.) Dated December 80tb. 


a 


1903. 

4,709. Electrically driven vertical saw frames for cutting wood." J. Barr, 
of the firm of J. Mc Dowall & Sons, and R. Anderson. Dated February 28th. | 1 

4,735. "Improvements in (and connected {with safety |Їцвев.'' dW. Norrege 
Dated February 28th. 

4,886. "Improvements in commutators for continuous current machines.” 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. (Siemens & Halske Aktiengesellschaft, Germany.) 
Dated March 2nd. 

4,969. ‘Improvements in electric aro lamps." Т. E. Adams. Dated March 
sd. 


5,090. ''Electrically-driven circular saw bench for cutting wood and the like." 
. of the tirm of J. McDowall & Sons, and R. Anderson. Dated March 
4th. 


5,081. “Improvements in galvanic batteries." A. I. Jacobson. Dated 
March 4th. 

5, 224. Electrically-driven vertical ғау frames for cutting wood." J. Barr, 
of the firm of J. McDowall & Sons, and R. Anderson, Dated March 6th. 

5,914. “Improvements in field-macnets for dynamo-electric. [machines or 
electric motors," R. Lundell., Dated March 6th. 

6,060. ''Improvements in the manufacture of electrodes for electric aro 
lamps. О. Blondel. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, April 8th, 1908,. 
being date of application in United States.) Dated March 16th. 

6,001. ‘Improvements in electrodes for electric arc lamps.“ A. Blondel. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, April 24th, 1902, being date of appli- 
cation in Belgium.) Dated March 16th. 

6,098. ‘Improvements in electric motor.generators and other dynamo- 
electric machines," E. S. W. Moore and T. L. Boyden. Dated March 16th. 


6,106. “Improvements in revolving fields for ‘electricfsenerators or motors.“ 
W. A. Johnson. Dated March 16th. 

6,288. ‘Improvements in windings for electrical transformers.” J. B. Peck. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901. March 21st, 1902, being date of appli- 
cation in United States.) Dated March 15th. 

6,366. ‘Improvements in casings and globe holders for electric lamps.“ 
A. Kusebauch. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, March 21st, 1902,. 
being date of application in the United States.) Dated March 19th: 

6,367. ‘Improvements in brake apparatus for electrically-propelled railway 
vehicles." F.C. Newell. Dated March 19th. (Date applied for under Patents 
Act, 1901, March 29th, 1902, being date of application in Uniteti States.) 

6,368. “Improvements in brake apparatus for electrically-propelled railway 
and tramway vehicles." F.C. Newell. Dated March 19th. (Date applied for 
under Patents Act, 1901, April ist, 1902, being date of application in United 
States.) 

6.740. Method and apparatus for photographically recording characters in 
printing telegraphs." Sicmens Bros. & Co., Ltd. (Siemens & Halske Aktien- 
gesellschaft, Germany.) Dated March 28rd. 

6,41. "Improvements in telephonic exchanges.” Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
(Siemens & Halske Aktiengesellschaft, Germany.) Dated March 23rd. 

6,742. “Method and apparatus for telegraphically recording type-written 
characters," Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. (Siemens & Halske Aktienyeselichaft, 
Germany.) Dated March 23rd. 

6,432. “Improvements in electrical measuring instruments." T. W. Varley. 
Dated March 24th. 

6.911. "Improvements in adjustable electric light pendants or fittings.’* 
H. McGowan. Dated March 25th. 

6,052. “Improvements in electric igniters for internal combustion engines.“ 
G. A. Goodson. Dated March 25th. 

6,953. “Improvements in electric igniters for interna] combustion engines.” 
G. A. Goodson. Dated March 25th. 
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THE CABINET CHANGES. 


Мв. CHAMBERLAIN’sS scheme has been considered by the 
country as fully as such an incomplete plan well could be, 
with a result which has gatisfied him that the country 
is not yet ripe for it. It is to be regretted that he attributes 
this result to inaccurate representations of the opposite 
party, since his proposals have aroused opposition altogether 
free from party considerations. Whatever the cause, Mr. 
Chamberlain retires, and will now occupy a position of 
freedom from which he can try to educate the country over 
to his views. But he does not enjoy this freedom alone- 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer and others retire also, 
but not with the object of assisting Mr. Chamberlain as 
pupil teachers, They will be free to expound their own 
views in opposition to those of the late Colonial Secretary, 
and their retirement is ostensibly due to their disagreement 
both with Mr. Chamberlain’s scheme and with Mr. Balfour’s 
modification of it. Mr. Chamberlain is the exponent of the 
new diplomacy; Mr. Balfour revives an old political method 
by putting his views before the public in pamphlet form. 
Briefly stated, the conclusion at which he arrives is this: we 
need some form of Protection for the purposes of negotiation. 

Political unrest is not conducive to commercial activity, 
and to the manufacturing and trading interesta of the 
country an important consideration will be the period and 
nature of this unrest. The influences seem to us to be of a 
more encouraging nature than was the case a few weeks ago. 
The danger which existed was that the strong man of the 
Government had taken a head-strong line, and with few 
exceptions it was not known how far he could carry his 
colleagues with him. The danger of revolutionary action 
by a Conservative Government has been averted, and the 
departure from the constitutional practice of the collective 
action of ministers has been avenged. ‘There is some safe- 
guard in the return to regularity in the methods of the 
administration. 

We are not able to agree with those who aver that the 
correspondence between Mr. Balfour and Mr. Ohamberlsin 
indicates a complete identity of views, and that the pro- 
gramme to be followed is for Mr. Balfour to hold the fort 
whilst Mr. Chamberlain fights the battle, the intention 
being that the aims of Mr. Ohamberlain shall be the eventual 
goal of the party. If this were so, the blow to business in 
the immediate future might be serious; but we take a 
more encouraging view, and believe that the course of events 
wil be more reasonable and less exciting than seemed 
possible, 

Mr. Chamberlain committed himself to a very extreme 
plan, though he purposely refrained from elaborating its 
details. Mr. Balfour took the matter into consideration 
and has committed to print, for general circulation, the 
foundations of his belief in much the same way as he might 
write on the philosophy of doubt. He believes that there 


is need for retaliatory duties for purposes of negotiation, 
| 0 


” 


486 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. Vol. 53. No. 1,348, SEPTEMBER 25, 1903. 


but he does not define: either the duties or the methods 
of putting them in force. It will be time enough to deal 
with his proposals when their nature and effect can be 
accurately gauged, and when they are defined and placed as 
a plank in the Government platform. x 

At any rate, Mr. Balfour approaches the subject broadly 
and with an inquiring mind. It will take some time to 
evolve the practical measures, even if they are found to be 
practicable at all. A five-pound note is an excellent article 
to negotiate, because there is gold at the Bank; if there 
were not gold at the back of it the printed paper would not 
be a good subject to negotiate with, and retaliatory duties 
may conceivably offer only a paper negotiability. 

The whole subject, however, is one which will take 
time to settle, and should only be considered carefully 
and thoroughly. Mr. Chamberlain brought it forward 
suddenly, and there was danger of political excitement 
which would disorganise business. Mr. Balfour treats it 
philosophically, the electors will probably do likewise; and 
it may be anticipated that business will resume its normal 


course. We see no occasion whatever for a suspension of 


that enterprise which might be normally expected, and which, 
for the best interests of electrical industry, i8 so essential. 


RADIUM AT THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION. 


THE interesting discussion on radium at the British Associa- 
tion developed into an attempt to determine whether 
radio-active substances derive their energy from an external 
source, or from the liberation of energy stored up in the 
atom. Ina paper contributed by Lord Kelvin the former 
view was upheld. Radium was compared to a piece of black 
cloth enclosed in a glass tube immersed in water and 
exposed to sunlight. Such a piece of cloth would absorb 
more heat from the sun's rays than a piece of white cloth 
in the same position, &nd would therefore maintain the 
surrounding water at a slightly higher temperature in the 
former case than in the latter. The form in which the 
external energy reached the radium was not specified, but 
he suggested that interesting results might be obtained by 
surrounding the radium by different kinds of screens, and 
determining whether the amount of the radiation was 
thereby affected. Prof. Dewar explained an experiment 
which he had carried out for M. Curie, and which appeared 
to correspond with that suggested by Lord Kelvin, 
Liquid hydrogen was placed in a bottle with double sides 
coated with silver or mercury, and enclosing a vacuum, an 
arrangement which has been shown to be a practically 
perfect screen for preventing the passage of heat either by 
conduction or radiation. To still further increase the in- 
sulating properties of this bottle it was immersed in liquid 
air. Under ordinary conditions there was no evolution 
of hydrogen gas from the liquid in the bottle, but when а 
particle of radium was dropped into the liquid there was a 
continuous evolution of hydrogen gas. This gas when 
collected and measured gave a measure of the radio-active 
energy of the radium. The energy emitted by the radium 
appeared to be rather greater at the temperature of liquid 
hydrogen than at higher temperatures. 

These experiments of Prof. Dewar give great support to 
the theory of Rutherford and Soddy, that the energy of 


radium is derived from energy stored up in the atom. Sir 
Oliver Lodge gave a provisional support to this theory, and 
pointed out that the instability -of the atom had already 
been foreshadowed in the theoretical work of Larmor, who 
had shown that atoms ought to be unstable because they were 
continually radiating energy into space. , Prof. Schuster 


‘said he always looked with suspicion on statements as to the 


theoretical foreshadowing of novel experimental discoveries. 
In his opinion, the complicated phenomena observed by 
Rutherford and Soddy had not yet been accounted for by 
any theoretical system of electrical attractions and 
repulsions. 


Prof. Schuster considered that all substances were 
probably radio-active to an extent which, though not 
measurable on small masses, might be very considerable on 
large aggregates. The known radio-active bodies would in 
that case be distinguished from other bodies—like iron in 
the case of magnetism — by the enormously exaggerated 
form in which they possessed the property. The earth was 
charged with negative electrieity. But this charge must be 
continually leaking away, for Elster and Geitel had recently 
shown that the normal conductivity of the air was such that 
a body lost 14 per cent. of its charge per minute. If the 
air in the immediate neighbourhood of the ground had this 
conductivity, the earth would lose half ita charge in about 
an hour. The discharge of this large amount of negative 
electricity through the atmosphere pointed to the existence 


. of radio-active substances on the earth's surface. The radio- 


activity of air arising out of the ground, or of water drawn 
out of wells, might be due to emanations produced by the 
terrestrial radiation of electrons. 

Prof. Larmor stated that most physicists were agreed 
in seeing an explanation of radio-active phenomena inan 
electric theory. The divergence arose on questions of detail. 
Everything depended on the dimensions and configurations 
of the electrons.  Hitherto they had been looked upon as 
points, but if they were of definite size they were capable of 
explaining all the properties of the molecule. "The experi- 
ments of Prof. Dewar had shown that radium could 
expite, in surrounding nitrogen, a bright line spectrum. 
This pointed to violent chemical disruption of a much more 
severe character than the collisions assumed in the kinetic 
theory of gases. He favoured Prof. Rutherford’s theory 
as to the origin of the kinetic energy of radium, &c., his 
supposition being that it existed within the atom in the 
form of rotational motion. 


етае ої . As indicated by the title we have given 
Spectrum Analysis it, the presidential address delivered by 
_ on Chemistry: — Prof W. N. Hartley, D. Sc., F.R.S., to 
the Chemical Section of the British Association at South- 
port contains little of an immediately electrical character, 
but it is highly interesting to all students of pure science as 
showing how researches in one direction frequently add to 
our knowledge in another, although the two subjects may 
apparently be totally disconnected. The paper consists of 
a review of 25 years experimental work in that branch 
of chemical physics which deals with the emission and 
absorption of rays of measurable wave length, and it is there- 
fore divided into two portions, dealing respectively with 
absorption and emission spectra. The former part is 
wholly outside our purview, and it must suffice to say that 
an examination of the absorption spectra given by numerous 
organic chemical substances has not only often settled their 
true constitution when chemists have found difficulty in 
deciding it, but has also brought to light optical relation- 
ships between allied compounds analogous to other relation- 
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ships of a chemical or physical character. In a very similar 
fashion a study of the emission spectra given by metals has 


shown that the lines, or groups of lines, yielded by allied 


metals vary in position or relative intensity in a manner 
which enables many of those metals to be arranged in 
parallel and series so as to agree with the Periodic law ; and 
has, in fact, led to a new definition of an * element,” as a 
body whose spark spectrum has been found to be different 
from that of every other known form of matter. Moreover, 
since the spectra of definite groups of (monatomic) metals 
are similarly conetituted, it has been deduced that they are 
yielded by similarly constituted molecules; whence it follows 
that thé atoms are of complex constitution. Thus groups 
of elements with similar chemical and physical properties, 
where the atomic weights differ by fixed definite values, are 
composed of the same kind of matter; the matter of the 
different elements being in different states of condensation, 
as it is in different members of the same homologous series 
of organic compounds, The atomic theory suffices to 
explain the laws of combination and decomposition as shown 
by the balance (which indicates only masses of tangible 
size); but spectrum analysis renders it conceivable that 
matter in tbe state of gas or vapour might become so 
attenuated that repulsion of the molecules would exceed 
attraction, when aggregates would no longer be formed and 
weighing would become impossible. In such a condition 
they may be imagined to constitute the ether, and in view of 
this conception there may be recognieed four physical con- 
ditions of material substances, viz., solid, liquid, gas, and 
ether.” | 


UNDER this title the Slreet Railway 
Journal for July 11th reoords the précis 
of results arising from a series of simple 
but useful teste carried out on the inter-urban road between 
Muncie and Indianapolis. The testa were taken primarily 
for the information of. the operating company, and nothing 
original was expected or obtained, but rome of the figures 
are instructive to the outsider. Local, or stopping cars, are 
run between “ limited” or express cars, and three cities 
are served. The echedule speed of the locals for the whole 
run is 23 miles per hour, ard for the country run 27 miles 
per hour. It makes an English traffic manager's mouth 
water to hear that the schedule speed in Indianapolis is 
10:28 miles per hour. As usual, the maximum consumption 
of energy per car-mile occurs in the towns, this being due to 
lower speeds, higher acceleration, more frequent stops, dirtier 
rails and lower voltage (sometimes), than are obtained in the 
country. For instance, the average unita per car. mile for town 
service average 5:85, and for country service only 2°87, an 
astonishing difference of over 100 per cent. Again, tbe 
local trains take 25 per cent. more energy than the limited 
trains over the whole journey, the former making ап average 
of 34 stops per journey, outeide the towns. Proving how 
much difference there is between cars of tbe same weight and 
equipment, due to the state of health of individual cars, a 
difference of 49 per cent. was recorded between two cars 
going one way. Running conditions were as identical as 
could be expected. Averages for the day showed a difference 
of 21 per cent. between these cars. Experience in other 
testa makes it reasonable to believe that the personal equation 
of the motor men need not be considered. The tests farther 
indicated that the better men were handling the faster cars, 
but the resulta obtained on single trips with individual 


motor men were quite confusing and seemingly inconsistent. 
The most economical man one way would be the most 
extravagant on the return journey, and, of two men, the 
average of one going east was 8 per cent. higher than his 
average gong wat, while the average of the other was 6'5 
per cent. hi on the westward than on the east-bound 
trip. 


Inter-urban Car 
Tests. 


THE N.S. SECONDARY CELL. 


For some considerable time Mr. J. T. Niblett, well known 


.in connection with storage batteries, has been engaged in 


perfecting a new type of cell, in which several novel 
features are embodied. Departing boldly from conventional 
lines, Mr. Niblett has adopted the solid form of cell: for 
stationary purposes, and has attained a marked degree of 
success. We were recently favoured with an opportunity of 
inspecting the cell at the works, where it is manufactured— 
the Old Mill House, Horton Kirby, Kent. The construction 
of the cell is shown by the drawings given overleáf. The 
active material consists of pellets or small cylinders, about 
1% in. ia diameter and the same length. These are made 
by compression in die plates, and when dry are exceedingly 
hard ; at the same time they are very porous, and will absorb 


N.S. Barr IRT Worgs: View SHOWING THE OLD Моил, Daw. 


a considersble amount of the electrolyte. The pellets 
are packed in & porous pot round the positive electrode, of 
the form shown in the figure, while the space between the 
pot and the lead containing box (the negative electrode) is 
packed with disintegrated lead. A wooden case surrounds 
the whole. One of the advantages claimed for these 
cells is that, should the electrolyte escape by any means, 
it would not stop the discharge, as euch a large quantity 
of solution is absorbed in the pores of the active material 
and the separator, that it allows action to go on for 
some considerable time, Cells have been emptied and then 
discharged at the normal rate, and have given half their 
normal capacity under these conditions. 

Three distinct types of cell are made; the solid, which 
is more suitable for large electric lighting installations, 
central stations and tramway work, is considered the best, 
as in its present form it can be supplied at low rates, and it 
has the advantage that short-circuiting haa practically no 
injurious effect. (wing to the enormous amount of exposed 
active material on both the positive and negative sides, very 
high rates of charge and discharge may be taken from the 
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ExTERIOR or N.S. BATTERY WORKS. 


cell without in any way injuring it. It is stated that eren 
if excessive rates of discharge were taken from the elements, 
80 a8 to cause slight expansion and disintegration, this would 
do no harm, as the material would tend to settle at the 
bottom of the cell, and would in time solidify and become 
active, so that no loss in capacity would occur. 
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©The second type is termed the semi-solid accumulator ; 
this is built up of special grids, which are thick, and contain 
а large amount of active material. This material is of the 


same composition as that used in the solid cells, and, being. 
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М.В, Smconpaky CELL. VERTICAL SECTION Or “ Bourn” ТҮРЕ. 
highly porous, may be used in thick masses. In this case 
ribbed porous plates are employed for the separators, and 
the elements are held together by stout clamping plates, 
which really constitute the outside negatives of the sets of 
elements. These clamping plates are pressed together by 
connecting bars having a flange at one end and an iudia- 
rubber pad pressing against this, s> as to allow for expan- 
sion and contraction during the charging and discharging 
operations. These cells are used for low capacity batteries, 
and in cases where a small and light battery | 
is reqnired, also for motor-car driving. 

The third type of cell is termed the port- 
able type; these are supplied made up into 


HoRizoNTAL SECTION oF N S. CELL. 


batteries ranging from two to six cella fer 
medical purposes, carriage lighting, X-ray 
work, actuating small e'ectromotors, and for 
ignition purpoees for petrol engines und 
motor-cars. In constructing these cells, 
which are also of a semi-solid type, the first 
consideration has been durability, and the 
elements are of a very robust character, well 
calculated to withstand the jerking and 
jarring which tbey may receive when on 
vehicles or when being carried about. The elements are 
mounted in vulcanite ог celluloid cases, enclosed in a hard- 
wood containing box, and are fitted either with two 
terminals, or with terminals to each cell as required. 

The makers state that the cells behave much in the same 
way аз the ordinary form of accumulator. The electrical 
pressure of the cells immediately after charging is about 2:2 
volts, bat this quickly sinks to the normal 2 volts. On the 
discharge the fall of potential is proportional to the rate of 
discharge, but to Ше down to 1:7 volts for a lighting 
circuit is quite permissible, and in the case of tramway and 
power circuits they may be discharged down to as low as 1 volt 
per cell. This apparently does not injure them in any way. 

As much as 95 per cent. quantity efficiency and from 70 
to 75 per cent. energy efficiency has been obtained with both 
the solid and the semi-solid types of cell. The capacity per 


pound of complete cell, in the case of the solid batteries, is 
about four watt-hours. In the case of the smaller cells it 
may be somewhat less, but as the capacity of the cell 
increases, the capacity per pound of complete cell tends to 
increase, а condition not usually met with. In the case of 
the semi-solid cells, about 10 watt-hours per pound of com- 
plete cell are obtained, but this, of course, is regulated by 
the nature of the containing boxes, whether they are of 
vulcanite, glass or lead-lined wood. With the small port- 
able batteries, capacities have been obtained up to 12 watt- 
hours per pound of complete cell. 

A solid cell made up some 15 months ago was taken out 
of a battery, discharged, and then emptied, and was allowed 
to stand idle for a matter of four months. At the expira- 
tion of this time the cell was filled up with electrolyte, and 
put on charge, and after one or two charges and discharges 
it was found to be in perfect condition. 

The cells have been frequently short-circuited, but no 
detrimental effect seems to occur ; they have also been run 
down until they showed absolately no pressure whatever, 
and on the re charge they appeared to come up quite well. 
This is believed to be due to the fact that the elements have 
an enormous amount of exposed surface, and the active 
material cannot disintegrate or leave the conductor. The 
simple construction of the “solid” cel], rendering skilled 
labour superfluous, both in mannfacture and in working, is 
one of its most prominent features. 

The works consist of a five-storey building, which has 
been entirely reorganised and adapted to the manufacture of 
storage batteries. The usual workshops are provided, with 
steam power plant, electrical and chemical laboratory, stores, 
battery room, &c. Water power is derived from the River 
Darent, which runs through the grounds, by means of tur- 
bines, and electricity is generated for charging the new 
batteries, lighting the works, and supplying tbe adjoining 
dwelling-house— Mr. Niblett's residence. 

The manufacturing business is owned by the “N.S, 
Electric Storage Oo., Ltd.," while the selling arrangements 
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Bu&NLEY Union WORKHOUSE: GENERATING PLANT. 


are in the hands of Mr. F. J. Down at the London offices, 


139, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. We wish every success to 


Mr. Niblett and his associates in the new venture. 


BURNLEY UNION WORKHOUSE LIGHTING. 


THE accompanying views are representative of the gene- 
rating plant for the electric lighting of the numerous build- 
ings comprised in the above-named institution, which 
include the workhouse, male and female pavilions, imbecile 
blocks, infirmary, casual wards, cottage homes, and several 
minor buildings. 

The area thus covered is about a quarter of a mile, and 
each separate block is supplied with current from the 
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generating station by means of underground concentric lead- 

covered feeders. The wired installation represents the 
equivalent of 2,500 lamps of 8-c.p. The station buildings 

include boiler house, 34 ft. by 62 ft., with two Lancashire 

boilers installed, each 9 ft. by 30 ft, and space for a third 

to be added. At the rear of the boilers is fixed a Green 

economiser, consisting of 96 tubes, the scrapers for which are 

driven by a small electric motor, The boilers, apart from 

supplying steam at 180 lbs. pressure for the 

electric light engines, аге also used to supply 

steam, through reducing valves, for beating 

and other purposes. Adjacent to’ the boiler 

house is the pump room, ¢ontaining a 

Worthington feed pump, and also an injector, 

together with the necessary tanke, piping, &c., 

and in the same room is placed the feed- 

water heater fed by the exhaust steam from 

the engines. Leading from this room and 

through the oil store is tbe engine room, 

measuring 34 ft. by 27 ft. and 24 ft. high, 

with top and side lights. This room has a 

wood block floor and tiled walls, and contains 

the generating plant, consisting of two Reavell 

high speed compound two-crank engines, each 

of 75 H.P., connected direct to multipolar 

shunt-wound dynamos of the Phoenix Dynamo 

Manufaeturing Co.'s make, each of 36 Kw. at 

a voltage of 225. Space is provided for a third 

set, to accommodate which a spare dynamo 

panel is allowed for on the Switchboard. This 
board is 10 ft. high by 12 ft. wide, and con- 

sists of cell panel, circuit panel, and dynamo 
els. The back of tbe board is situated 

in the cable room, 22 ft. by 12 ft., from 
which room all the underground feeders start to the various 
buildings. A booster is also fixed in the engine room for 
adding the necessary voltage to the cell-charging current. 
This machine is of the single field type with double arma- 
ture, the motor voltage being 225, and the generator 10 to 


60 volts and 60 amperes. The cell room is a large and lofty . 


apartment, opening from the engine room, and contains 
120 E.P.S. 18-plate. WS type cells with a maximum dis- 
charge of 90 amperes for two hours.- This battery is used 
for supplying the all-night load of night lights, &c., in the 
wards and corridors, also the light day load furnished by the 
small motors. The remaining room leading from the 
engine room is the repairs or work room, and over 
this is the water storage tank for the boilers, This tank 
measures 24 ft. by 16 ft. by 5 ft. deep, and is 
fed with water pumped by a Blake- Knowles three-crank 
pump worked by an electric motor, from a well about 400 
rarda away. A town's water supply is also led to the tank 
in case of failure of the other supply from any cause. The 
whole of the station buildings are substantially built of 
dressed stone, as also isthe square chimney, which latter is 
120 ft. high and 9 ft. wide at the base. The whole of the 
lighting is done by means of incandescent glow lamps, and 
the plant and installation were completed and put 
to work in Ootober last, "The resident electrical engineer is 
Mr. Albert Moorhouse, and the consulting engineers who 
designed the installation are Messrs. Shepherd & Watney, of 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


THE meetings of the sections came to an end on Wednesday last 

week, September 16th, and the following is a list of the reports 

and papers which came uader consideration during the week's 

sittings :— | 

Presidential Address to Section A, on radium and other things, 
by Mr. C. V. Boys, F. R. S. 

Presidential Address to Section G, on а summary of recent engi- 
neering progress, with special reference to waterworks, and some 
passing references to electric lighting, traction, wireless tele- 
graphy, &c, by Mr. C. Hawksley. 

Lord Kelvin on “ Electro-Ethereal Theory of the Velocity of Light 
in Gases, Liquids and Solids." 

Prof. E. Rutherford, F. R. B., On the Nature of the Emanations 
from Radio-active Substances.” This paper gave rise to a pro- 


longed and interesting discussion, which was followed by a large 
audience. The contributors to the discussion were Bir Oliver 
Lodge, Lord Kelvin, Profs. Armstrong, Schuster, Dewar, Larmor, 
Boltzmann, Trouton, and Messrs. Lowry, Soddy, W. C. D. Whetham, 
and others. | 

Messrs. Elster and Geitel, “Оп the Radio- Active - Emanations 
Present in the Earth's Crust and Atmosphere.” 

Prof. A. Schuster, F. R. S., on Cosmical Radio-Activity.” - 

B. H. Turner, M.A., on “ Depreciation and Sinking Funds in Muni- 
cipal Undertakings.” 


BunBNLEY Онтон Ҹоһквосве: Main SWITCHBOARD. 


J. Swinbarae, “ Оп the Treatment of the Thermo-Dynamics of 
Irreversible Processes.” [This paper was pri ited in our last 
issue. It created a discussioa in which Prof. J. Perry, De. Larmor, 
Prof. Boltzmann and Mr. Whetham engaged. ] 

Dr. J. Н. Reynolds, “The Equipment of the Manchester Muni- 
cipal Technical Institute." The Institute was visited by Section d 
the day after the reading of the paper, and a number of speakers pre- 
ferred not to discuss the matter until after seeing the departments 
and equipments. A description of the Institute was given in 
the ErBorBICAL Review for October 31st, 1902. Dr. Reynolds 
prefaced his description by replying to some remarks made in the 
Times by Prof. Armstrong, who said that the undertaking would 
turn oat to be а " white elephant for Manchester. The doctor 
asserted that the only thing that would make a white elephant " 
of it would be tho lack of a sufficient number of suitable students, 
between the ages of 16 and 18, upon whom to ток” 

“The Report of the Committee on the Resistance of. Road 
Vehicles to Traction.” This report was summarised in а most 
interesting way by Prof. Hele-Shaw, and the meeting was 
obviously impressed with the importance of the work that had 
been done. We shall print the report in due course. 

T. Clarkson, on Developments in Automobile Construction.” 
The author explained many important directions in which he and 
others made progress in the desiga and construction of steam 
motor-cars, and his paper was followed by a discuasion, in the 
course of which unstinted eulogiums of Mr. Clarkson’s work were 
offered by motor-car specialists, 

Lieut.-Col. Crompton, on Tne Problem of Modern Street Traffic. 
[This was dealt with in our last issue. | 

Dr. W. J. S. Lockyer, “ Spectra of Lightning." 

Mesere. J. E. Petavel and R. 8. Hutton, Peliminary Note on 
Some Electric Еогоасе Reactions Under High Gaseous Pressure.“ 

“Report of the Committee on the Small Screw Gauge.“ [This 
was not read, but is to be printed in the Proceedings | 

W. B. Wocdhouse, “ Protective Devices for High-Tension Elec- 
trical Systems.” 

J. B. C. Kershaw, on “Aluminium as an Electrical Conductor 
[See E R. September 18th, p. 450. ] 

B. Wilson, on “The Electrical Conductivity of Certain Alu- 
minium Alloys, as Affected by Exposure." [See E.R., September 
18th, p. 451.] 

E. Wilson, on A Method for Finding tha Efficiency of Series Motors." 

B. Hopkinson, on '* The Parallel Working of Alternators.” 

J. N. Shoolbred, “On Electrical Propulsion as the General Means 
of rt." 

Prof. Н. L. Callendar, F.R.S., on *' Self-recording Instruments.” 

H. E. Wimperis, *A Further Note on Gas Engine Explosions." 

E. G. Isod, “Pendulum Apparatus for Testing Steel as Regards 
Brittleness." | 

W. Odell, “ Preliminary Experiments on Air Friction.” 

W. Cramp, “The Single-phase Repulsion Motor.“ 

J. W. Thomas, The Ventilation of Tube Railways 

Dr. R. T. Glazebrook, F. R. S., Report of tbe Committee on 
Electrical Standards.“ 

Messrs. R. 8. Hutton and J. E. Petavel “Note on Carbon and 
Iron Arc 8 at high Gaseous Pressures.” 

P. H. Po on "Oonsideration of some Points in the Design 
and working of Ballistic Galvanometers.” 
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Prof. E. W. Marchant and d. W. Worrall “On the use of Capa- 
cities as Multipliers for Electrostatic Voltmeters in Alternating 
Current Circuits.” 

Rev. A. L. Cortie, on “Solar Prominences and Terrestrial Mag- 
netism." 

L. A. Bauer, "Progress of the Magnetic Survey of the United 
States." : | 

L. A. Bauer, Tbe Earth's Total Magnetic Energy.” 

W. F. Goodrich, * Twenty-five Years’ Progress in Final and Sani- 
tary Refuse Disposal.” 

F. B. Behr, High-speed Express Mono-rails and the Manchester 
and Liverpool Express Railway." ч ' ! 

A. M. Bell, * Liquid Fuel." 

Prof. George Forbes, Further Experiences with the Infantry Range 
Finder." 

R. Pearson, “ History of the Discovery of Natural Gas in Sussex." 
Southport being the head-quarters, it was possible to arrange а 

number of most profitable visits to electrical manufactories in tbe 

neighbourhood. The works of the British Insulated and Helsby 

Cables, Ltd., at Prescot; those of Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., 

at Trafford Park, were visited by a party of Section G. On Satur- 

day, September 12th, some 200 members and friends journeyed 
from Southport to Manchester, chiefly for the purpose of inspecting 
the works of the British Westinghouse Co. 

The visitors were conveyed to Trafford Park on Manchester 
Corporation electric сагв, and thence to the Westinghouse works on 
the estate company’s cars. The party was conducted through the 
various buildings, and the chief manufactures of the company, com- 
prising steam turbines, gas engines, electric generators, motors, arc 

ps, &., were noticeable in every stage of construction, and 
many instractive object lessons were presented in the general lay- 
out of the shops. Luncheon was provided by the management at 
the conclusion of the tour, and the party left the works en route for 
the city, where Rylands Library, Cheetham College, and the Muni- 
cipal Technical Schools were inspected. | | 

A visit to the Horwich works of the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway, was also among the arrangements. In Section G on 
September 16th, the president referring to the electrification of the 
Liverpool—Southport section of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail- 
way, said that Mr. Worthington had sent a few details of the work. 
The conversion was going on without any interference with tie 
ordinary traffic. There was to be a large power station at 
Formby, and there was a conductor rail at the side of the running 
rails. A steel return rail was laid between each pair of running 
rails. With regard to the electric equipment, three-phase alter- 
nating current would be used, and would be conveyed by three- 
core high-tension cables laid on the solid system and placed 
generally in the 6-ft. way. There would be two sub-stations at 
which the high-tension three-phase current would be transformed 
to low tension, in static transformers, and afterwards it would be 
converted to direct current at 600 volts for use in propelling the 
trains. 

Next year's meeting of the B.A. takes place at Cambridge, with 
Mr. Balfour as president. In 1905 South Africa will be visited. 


SCREW GAUGE REPORT. 
(Section G, September 14th.) 


Мв. W. A. Рвїск, M.A., as recording secretary, reported that the 
Committee on the Small Screw Gauge bad had two meetings, and 
substantial alterations had been made in their report, which 
would be presented by the Committee later. It was not possible 
to read the report at that meeting. It would be incladed in the 
printed papers, | : 


PRELIMINARY EXPERIMENTS ON AIR FRICTION. 
By WX. ODELL, A. R. C. Sc. 
(Abstract, Section G, September 16th.) 


Turse experiments were begun with the object of finding a con- 


venient method of determining the power wasted by the windage of 
fly- wheels and dynamo armature. The experiments described at 
length were made with paper discs, which were mounted on the 
shaft of an electrics motor. 

The excitation was kept constant, so that ‘the torque was propor- 
tional to the current. Thus the extra current required to maintain 


a given speed after the disc had been fixed to the shaft gave the . 


torque absorbed by the disc. 

There was found to be an angular speed for each disc above which 
the torque was accurately proportional to about the 2:5th power of the 
speed. "This critical speed appeared to vary inversely as the square 
of the diameter. Below it the law followed was of a lower degree; 
but owing to the multiplication of errors of measurement no defi- 
nite conclusion as to its exact nature was arrived at. 

As the three discs originally tried gave uncertain results as to the 
effects of size, a much larger one, nearly 4 ft. ia diameter, was also 
fried; and as a result of all the experiments it was concluded that 
the torque varies as about the 5 5th power of the diameter. 

To give an idea of the amount of power thus absorbed, it may be 
stated that a disc of 47 in. required -\; н.р. to keep up a constant 
speed of 500 revolutions per minute, aud that if the above law holds 
а 9-ft. disc would absorb 10 H.P. at the same speed. 


This paper was read for the author by Mr. W. Cramp, who 
opened the discussion by asking whether it was going to pay steam- 
engine builders to enclose their fly-wheels in wood, in view of the 


results of these experiments. From all he had been able to see, it 
was extremely likely that the loss by air beating about the wood 
casing would be as great as when the wheels were open. 

Prof. AYRTON said that there was a great difference between a 


wheel with spokes and a continuous disc. It was very possible 


they would find an improvement by filling up. 

Captain Sax RT said that he would like to ask whether it was a 
question of rim velocity or revolutions? He had a distinct recol- 
lection of a case iu which a fly-wheel was boxed in with very con- 
siderable advantage. The one referred to was a low speed engine, but 
the peripheral speed was high. 


A METHOD FOR FINDING THE EFFICIENCY OF 
SERIES MOTORS. 


By Ernest WirsON, Professor of Electrical Engineering, King's 
College, London. 2 


(Read before Section G, September 14th.) 


Tun following method has the advantage of great accuracy, and I 
have found it work well in practice. The figure gives a diagram of 
connections in which м and G are two like machines mechanically 
coupled together, either through or witbout gearing, according as it 
is desired to obtain the efficiency of either machine inclusive or 
exclusive of gearing. In the test м runs as a motor and delivers its 
energy to G running as a generator. The field coils F, Fa are placed 


. in series with one another and with the motor armature in order 


that each machine may be conveniently magnetised to the same 
degree in any test. The input of the motor is measured on the 
voltmeter v, and ammeter 41. The generator is loaded on а re- 
sistance, R, and its output measured on the voltmeter va and the 


SUPPLY 


EFFICIENCY TEST CONNECTIONS. 


ammeter A, Let в; and B, be the ohmic resistances of the motor 
and generator armatures respectively, then v,!4, — va As = X are the 
total watte dissipated in the system exclusive of the generator field 
coil 72. Of these a;? (ғ; + R4) + Аз? B4 = Y аге the ohmic resistance 
losses in watte, and x — v are the watts due to brush, bearing and 
wind friction, eddy currents and magnetic hysteresis. The 


machines are equal and rotate at the ваше speed. nere the 


| 2 
watts which сап be debited to each machine when calculating 
efficiency, it being assumed that the brush contact resistance has 
the same value as when measured with the machines at rest, and 
that armature reaction does not produce inequality in the watts 
dissipated by eddy currents and magnetic hysteresis in the two 


machines. The expressions for the efficiencies are, for the motor, 


x.— Y X— Y 


+ V24, + Ag? п/у A1, and, for the generator, Vs А; 


+A? RZ + Aj? F,+V_do The above, so far, is a well-known method, 
and has been described by Mr. Field. The extension here 
described consists in the addition of two low-resistance shunta, 
туга, & milli-voltmeter, a, and a voltmeter, v. By these instruments 
the differences 41— A2 and ү vz have been measured as direct 
quantities. It is easy to show that greater accuracy can be obtained 
by measuring д; and a and using the value 4; —a instead of ay, and 
measuring vi aud v and using the value v,—v instead of v, For 
instance, let v, = 500, 412: 50, Va = 450, 44242, BI = R = FI = Fo = 0:5 
ohm, and let there be a liability for error of 1 per cent. in reading 
the instruments. Then the possible error in the value of x— v, 
when vi vz Ai Aa are the measured quantities, is 31:9 per cent., whereas 
it is 19 per cent. when viv лут are the measured quantities. 


ON SINGLE-PHASE REPULSION MOTORS. 
By WILLIAM Cramp, A. M. I. E. E. 
(Read before Section G, September 16th.) 


It is a matter of common knowledge that if it were possible to 
construct a single-phase alternate-current motor having the charac- 
teristics of a direct-current series motor, and no serious drawback, 
it would find a very extensive application, on account of ita extreme 
suitability for the transmission of power, especially in connection 
with railway work on long lines. There are many forms of single- 
phase induction motor on the market, some of which are, for certain 
purposes, very useful. Yet, in spite of these, the single-phase 
motor is avoided wherever possible, as is clear from the many 
costly alterations which are being carried out in this country. It 
isonly necessary to mention a few examples of this. In Croydon 
a direct-current plant has been laid down for the centre of the town, 
solely to provide for motors, in addition to the already existing 
alternating supply. The City of London Electric Lighting Co. are 
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slowly replacing alternating by direct current for similar reasons. 
The towns of Coventry and Sheffield are introducing two-phase in 
place of the existing single-phase system. No doubt much of this 
will be changed if the Baltimore and Annapolis Railway is suc- 
cessful, since that will demonstrate the existence of single-phase 
motors comparable to the direct-current series motor, aud tbe 
extreme simplicity and flexibility of the single-phase system will 
again recommend its adoption in cases where three-phase plant is 
now in contemplation. 

At present there is a choice of three types of motore on single- 
phase systems. 

1. The Synchronous Motor.—The disadvantages of this form, 
ida starting and stopping are frequently necessary, are sufficiently 
obvious. 

2. The Asynchronous Induction Motor.—The disadvantages of this 
motor are that special devices, always cumbrous and often very ex- 
pensive, must be employed to start it up, and even then a current 
usually considerably in excess of the full-load current is needed to 
run it up to speed under load—often a grave objection on lighting 
стан ае under тозае conditions, the power 

r is poor, the ency not high, the possibilities of in 
the speed almost nil. d EN ш 


9. The Series Alternate-Ourrent Motor.—This motor bids fair to 


rival the previous forms for general application, and will, as we 
have said, be thoroughly tested on the Baltimore and Annapolis 
Railway. Its disadvantages are that the frequency at which it is 
` most successful is very low, thus rendering it inadmissible on light- 
ing circuite, while its power factor tends to decrease with load, and 
pressure difficulties at the commutators are almost unavoidable. 

The only other type at present practicable is the repulsion motor. 
For several years past I have been working to ascertain the lines 
on which really efficient and satisfactory motors of this type might 
be designed, and I now believe that repulsion motors may be built 
up to at least 20 H.P., which will compare favourably with any type 
of motor at present in use. In if&isimplest form the repulsion 
motor consists of a laminated electro-magnet or stator excited from 
the single-phase mains, and an armature or rotor wound almost 
exactly like the armature of a direct-current machine, and fitted 
with a similar commutator. Brushes rubbing on this commutator 
are set at a particular angle and short-circuited. The alternating 
flux set up by the stator induces in the coils of the rotor currents in 
such directions that the coils carrying them tend to move out of the 
inducing field. The action is exactly the same as thas shown by 
Prof. Elihu Thomson to exist when a plain copper ring is brought 
into the field of a solenoid excited by an alternating current. 

Figs. 1 and 2 show clearly the two main forms of repulsion 
motor. In fig. 1 the angle is usually 45° or less. This dy pe has 
the following peculiarities:—(a) the E M.F. of a quarter of the 
rotor opposes that of the other three quarters, leaving half the rotor 
for the useful E. M. F.; (6) the rotor current through all the 
coils, whether in a useful position or not, thereby increasing the 
C?R loss; (c) a quarter of the rotor gives a torque opposing rota- 
tion; (d) individual coils short-circuited by the brushes are con- 
stantly giving a torque opposed to rotation, and so cause difficulties 
with commutation. These disadvantages led me to construct repul- 
sion motors on the lines of fig. 2; and it is partly due to the adoption 
of this form that I have succeeded in obtaining satisfactory com- 
mutation. The difficulties of construction, chief among which is 
commutation, have led most writers to speak of repulsion motors 
with much distrust. Thus Elihu Thomson, whose patent of 1889 
covers the whole principle of repulsion motors, refers to them as 
capable of giving out considerable power, “though with what 
economy is unknown.” Prof. Jackson condemns them as “ bulky, 
expensive, and inefficient," though he adduces no evidence in favour 
of this verdict. Mr. Steinmetz writes, they have the disadvantage 
of using only part of the rotor,” but as recently as December, 1902, 
he said that he believed better resulta were to be obtained from 
them than from series alternate motors. To show how very mis- 
leading are these statements, I here add :— (1) That Mr. Parshall 
proposes using only 50 per cent. of the armature for his recent 
direct-current machines. (2) If the coils of the rotor are only half 
of them used at any given instant, it is obviously possible to work 
at a higher current density. In one of my experimental motors I 
have had eight ampares through No. 21 wire without serious heat- 
ing. (3) In such alternators as the Mordey-Victoria, only half the 
armature is ever really active at one timo. 


The chief difficulties in the construction of repulsion motors 
are :—(1) Liability to vicious sparking ; and (2) difficulty in obtain- 
ing a high power factor. In the first form of repulsion motor which 
I tried I found that the spark was almost as great on closing the 
coil as on opening it. In order to investigate this, I had some ex- 
periments carried out on the opening and closing of circuits, of 
which I now relate briefly the results. With an inductive circuit 
there was less tendency to spark on the make than with a non- 
inductive circuit, and there was much less tendency to spark on the 
make with copper than with carbon contacts. I find, on the whole, 
that to avoid sparking on tha make, a good, firm, clean, low resist- 
ance contact is adequate. For this reason I have so far used copper 
brushes in the motor, but, despite this, the choice between carbon 
or copper has to be decided by the consideration of the whole of 
the circumstances, which would be too long to discuss now. With 
copper brushes I bave been able to get absolutely sparkless commu- 
tation, working from nothing to full load, on a motor whose design 
was distinctly faulty. These results refer more particularly to 
motors of the class represented by fig. 2, whose only disadvantage 
is the long-arc of brush contact, entailing corresponding friction. 
Having by copper brushes provided for closing the circuit apark- 
lessly, I was enabled to obtain sparkless opening by means of the 
same principles that are employed in what is known as “resistance 
commutation "—that is, providing a sufficient interpolar space to 
enable each rotor coil to pass entirely outside the magnetic field, so 
that the current can die down before the opening of the circuit. 
It is obvious that a form of commutetion might be employed corre- 
sponding to what in dynamo design I call "E. M.F. commutation " 
(& term which explains itself); or, better still, & combination of 
E.M.F. and resistance commntation, and as the output of the motor 
undoubtedly increases with pole width, it might pay to use one of 
these modifications, on which point, indeed, I am at present experi- 
menting.’ In considering the actual design of a repulsion motor, the 
first object is to decide which form of commutation you are going to 
rely upon. Having settled this, tho form of stator is practically 
fixed, for, if resistance commutation is to be relied on entirely, the 
stator must have distinct poles—by this I mean that there must bs 
considerable air space left between one polar winding and the next, 
asin the direct-current machine. On the other hand, if E. M. F. 
commutation be used, the stator may be built exactly like that of 
an ordinary single-pbase motor. I have tried both forms, and find 
that while both may be rendered sparkless between certain limits, the 
former gives good commutation over a wider range, while the latter 
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gives better starting torque and better power factor. But I would 
insist on the fact that every form of repulsion motor may be ren- 
dered sparkless if the design of the rotor winding is properly con- 
sidered. Thus, what has been hitherto the great disadvantage of 
the repulsion motor disappears. 

We, therefore, 57985 to consider the design of the rotor wind- 
ing. We may choose an arrangement such as that in fig. 1, or a 
modification of fig. 2. The salient differences between these two 
forms ате: — (1) in fig. 1 all the short-circuited coils are in series, 
while in fig. 2 they are in parallel; (2) in fig. 1 the rotor current 
always passes through the whole of the rotor coils, whether active 
or useless; in fig. 2 this is obviously not the case. If the rotor 
winding has to carry a large current, fig. 2 is not very suitable on 
account of the fact of the large heating that takes place at the com- 
mutator, and the large proportion which brush resistance bears to 
the resistance of the coil lying between any given pair of segments. 
I have already stated, under the head of “Commutation,” other 
reasons for selecting windings of the type of fig. 2, bat I ought to 
add that reoent experiments with windi of the type of fig. 1 
impress me very favourably, and all motors at present under con- 
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struction arf of this type. In actual experiment with windings 
like fig. 2, I have found that if the rotor is of the closed-ooil type, 
as shown, besides those coils actually short circuited, there are other 
closed circuits carrying useleas, or even harmful currents, Hence, in 
the particular motor on which most of these experiments were made, 
the winding has been altered to tbat of fig. 3, thus tically con- 
verting the rotor into an open-coil armature, with two coils in 
parallel. . 

These considerations determine the type of rotor winding, and 
we now pass to the discussion of the E. M. F., current, tcrque, &., 
taking first the case of a bipolar motor with a single coil, as in 
fip. 44. This diagram is really a simple case of fig. 2. If the pole 
arc is 50 per cent. of the pole-pitch, and equal to the width of the 
coil, and the distribution of magnetic flax radially around this pole 
arc is sinusoidal, then the E. M. F. set up in the coil isa pure sine 
wave. If, however, the flux is distributed uniformly radially over 
the pole arc (as is more probable in an actual machine), the lines 
enclosed by the coil when the field is constant are as represented 
in fig. 4B. This is a sine wave with some odd harmonics, which 
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are of small importance in the present case; the, third harmonic, 
which is the largest, has an amplitude of only 1/9 the fundamental. 
I shall assume, then, for present purposer, that both the fime 
variation of the main flux and the time variation of the area of the 
coil with respect to the total flux are sine functions. We then 
have, if number of turns on the stator winding = tı, number of 
active turns on the rotor =t,, maximum magnetic flux per pole = F, 
speed of motor in revolutions per second = n, periodicity of stator 
current in periods per second = f, R. M. S. primary E. M. F. = е, 
R. M. S. secondary E. M. F. = e, Tnen it is found that 


G t „ s : 
a= Jy a Mat (a) 


which means that the secondary E.M.F. may be represented by the 


1 of two lines at right angles, as shown in the phase diagram 
g. 5). 
(To be concludsd.) 


CONSIDERATION OF SOME POINTS IN THE DESIGN 
AND WORKING OF BALLISTIC GALVANOMETERS. 


By P. Н. PowELL, B.Sc., Fellow of Victoria University. 
Communicated by Prof. E. W. Mancuasnr, D.Sc. 


(Paper read before Section A, September 15th ) 


THE D'Arsonval type of galvanometer is, at the same time, one of 
the most accurate and one of the simplest of galvanometera, and, 
consisting as it does in a movatle coil suspended between the poles 
of a strong permanent magnet, it is exceptionally suitable for use 
in the neighbourhood of powerful electro-magnets. 

The following is & brief outline of the design of one of these 
instruments which was required fora spevial purpose, and may be 
of value to other persons requiring a eimilar type of instrument. 

A ballistic galvanometer is usually designed to have a certain 
periodic time and a certain sensibility ; it should be quick working, 
1.4, should be able to be brought to rest quickly at zero after the 
deflection has been read. 

The deflection of the galvanometer i$ & measure of the quantity 
of electricity discharged through the instrument. Since to extend 
the theory so asto take into account the varying current through 
the coil leads to equations which can only be solved when the 
current is known asa function of the time, it is assumed that the 
discharge takes place before the suspended coil of the instrument 
has appreciably moved, consequently the periodic time must depend 
upon the time during which the discharge passes and can be fixed 
accordingly ; the ratio of the periodic time of the galvanometer to 
the time during which the discharge takes place depending upon 
circumstances. 

Now, if we consider a coil of n turns suspended bet ween the poles 
of a permanent magnet which creates a uniform field of intensity н. 

Then if a and 5 be dimensions of coil in cms. 

M be mass in grams. 
K be rad. of gyration. 
o be the control (due to tension of strip) (dyne cms). 


Then after the impulse has been given 
| M K? 0 = — с Ө neglecting damping, and heboe 


time of freeoscillation т = 2r д/м Er 
E а) 
Now the impulse on each vertical side of coil due to discharge 
qgq=undg, 


and hence for initial moment of momentum 
xi30—HnbQa 
i . Haba 


Ө, te Pe УШ 
o M 9 
and hence the deflection 0 max. = Ë нађе | (2) 
Мм о 


From equations (1) and (2), it is possible to design an ordinary 
galvanometer; the only other consideration is the damping. 


Now the angular velocity of the coil is 0. Hence E. M. F. 
generated in 1 em. length of the wire is z Өн. 


- Total E. M. F. induced in coil = 2 6 g 2 nb (c.a.3.) 
Current induced in coil =!" ab 6. 
.. Retarding couple on coil = [= à | XHuxnbxa 
= (nn a b) LA 
R 
Introducing this term into the equation of motion 
A* e ETTET) 


Hence critical damping takes place when 


372 
4м 12 0 1 
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(E n a b) E : 
or R Y “ue C. G. S. units. 3 
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In order that the motion of the coil may be effectively stopped 
by short-circuiting, its resistance must not be greater than the value 
given by this equation; when a deflection is being read, however, in 
order to render the damping term inappreciable, the total resistance 
of the circuit must be considerably greater than this value. This 
can be readily arranged by suitable connections. From these 


Form оғ COIL AND MAGNET. 


é 

cquations it is seen that in order to increase the periodic time of a 
galvanometer the moment of inertia of the suspended system must 
be increased, or the control decreased by us'ng a siogle fine sus- 
pension; and if a high sensibility is desired either the moment of 
inertia must ba decreased or the control decreased ; so that in order 
to have both the high sensibility and alow period the cóntrol* must 
ba reduced. If the period is brought dowa by other means there 
will be a loss of sensibility. Asa matter of fact, the control can- 
not be reduced below a certain point, and so if a longer time of 
swiog is desired, it can only be obtained at tne expense of the 
sensibility. 

Ina special case a galvano neter was required to have a very 
low period with a fairly high sensibility and quick working, and 
this investigation was undertaken in order to obtain a satisfactory 
instrument. 

From calculations founded on the above equations a design was 
made, assuming a certain size of coil and shape of magnet, which 
was sent toa certain firm of і strument makers во that they could 
inform us of the value of the strength of the magnetic field in tne 
gap. This was found to be 230 lines per sq. cm, and from experi- 
ments on the torsional oscillation of phosph. г bronze strip it was 
found that a control of ‘01 would not be difficult to obtain. 
Assuming these values:—a = 172; b 5; с = '01; H= 230; 
periodic time = 80 secs. 

Sensibility $ radian per microcoulomb (ic., J radian аз motion 
of coil). | 


2 — — — ———— Mo —— 


E There appears to be а discrepancy here; for high sensibility 
and low period, the moment of inertia should be reduced, — Ера. 
ELEC. Бат. - E DANA E 


o iE лы лс луш? 
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From equation (1) м k? = 164 . . . . (4) 
From equation (2) subetituting value for м X? 
nab= 1856 
or n = 22 turns. 
Now, if m = mass per cm. length of ooil 


м k? =} та? fo + 3 
(rm = 2 gms., giving No. 28 as the wire required. 
Testing for damping in equation (3), 
(230 x 185 8? 
R 


The critical resistance = 5:1 w, wbicb, being much larger than 
the resistance of the coil, indicates that the motion of the coil could 
be easily stopped by sbort-circuiting. 


1:64 0 + Ó + 010 = 0. 


DBALLISTIO GaLVaNOMETER. 


* 


From these results the galvanometer was constructed, and was 
found to have a much higher period and much lower sensibility 
than ithad been designed for. Tbe cause of this was not far to 
seek, lying in the fact that the copper wire used in the construction 
of the coil was magnetic, and it was found that thie magnetic 
control was very large in comparison with the feeble control of the 
strip. | 
To overcome this difficulty various devices were tried, and wire 
was obtaired from several manufacturers in the hope that it 
would prove non-magnetic. The best results were obtained, how- 
ever, by depositing copper electrolytically on а very fine wire. The 
resalting copptr wire was fairly non-magnetic, but so brittle that 
it could not be used. To improve the wire it was rolled between 
brass rollers and annealed, but in doing so some very fine iron dust 
floating in the air of the workshop must have become deposited on 
it, for i¢ was again found to be magnetic. The amount of iron 
present was of course exceedingly small, but was sufficient to cause 
a disturbance in the total control. The attempt to produce pure 
copper wire was then abandoned, and in order to reduce the mag- 
netic control a very narrow coil was procured, and by putting pole- 
pieces on the permanent magnet its field was made as uniform as 
possible, since in a perfectly uniform field magnetic particles on 
the coil would not produce any с ntrol. In crder to increase the 
moment of inertia of the system а ligbt copper disc was attached 
rigidly to the coil by a light bone rod. Tne disc-shaped form was 
adopted so as to have a large moment of inertia with small weight, 
thus saving the suspension from undue sf rain. ; 

Tnis arrangement when tried gave satisfactory results as regards 
seasibility and periodic time, but did not damp well when short- 
circuited. This difficulty was overcome by placing below the copper 
disc a small electro-magnet which, when excited quickly, brought 
to test the disc by reason of the eddy current induced in it. 

The photographs show the instrument when finished, one being 
an external view, and the other showing the internal arrangements. 
The length of the suspension (to obtain small control), and the 
various adjustments at the head are worthy of note, the whole 
suspended system being insulated. 

There is one point of interest about the method adopted in 
calibrating the new instrament. This is done best by the standard 
solenoid, as the deflections are not proportional to the quantity of 
electricity discharged through the coil when the resistance in the 
circuit is small. Taking a series of readings, curves can be plotted 
showing the relation between flux—deflection for constant resistance, 
and resistance—deflection for constant flux, or the three may be 
plotted isometrically. This last is the most convenient method for 
odd deflections, but when several readings are taken with the 
same resistance, it is better to plot a separate curve connecting 
flax and deflection for each resistance from the set of curves 
connecting deflection and resistance for constant flux. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Alaminium. 


With reference to the reporta in your last issue (р. 452) 
of the discussion upon Prof. E. Wilson's paper on “ Тһе 
Electrical Conductivity of Certain Aluminium Alloys as 
affected by Ex re," may I point out that as regards my 
own contribution to this discussion, your reporter has made 
au error of some importance. When interrogated by Dr. 
Glazebrook as to the chance of sand having some influence 
upon my own resulte, I stated that the Band at Waterloo 
would certainly carry salt, but that my sample wires were in 
a Rbeltered place, and would not therefore be exposed to this 
influence. 

Thanking you in anticipation for inserting this correction. 


John B. C. Kershaw. 


The West, Lancashire Laboratory, 
Waterloo, Liverpool, Sep/ember 18/^, 1908. 


Electricity v. Gas. 


The * Note," Electricity v. Gas, in your issue of Sept. 
11th, is interesting reading, as showing the methods pursued 
by the gas companies to get customers, but some of the 
methods adopted by the electric lighting authorities do far 
more to help the gas companies tban any display of mere 
figures, which very few people see, and still fewer trouble to 
understand. 

As а case in point, I will mention the case of a small flat 
in the neighbourhood of Hammersmith. This flat (one of 
many in a block) is fitted up ready for gas-fittings, and the 
electric supply is laid just inside the front door. 

The question of lighting being considered one goes into 
the matter of cost. A gas cooker is decided upon as a neces- 
sity, and so the gas company are requested to give a supply 
of gas, which they do promptly, fitting their meter free, and 
asking no depoeit. "They will, of. course, supply light on the 
same terms. 

The Borough Council, in arswer to queries as to cost, &c., 
send along forms of agreement and regulations which look 
rather formidable, their ultimate result being that one finds 
the Counoil require a minimum of 138 4d. for any one 
quarter duriog the year, and a deposit of £2 24. This onan 
installation of six lights is a consideration, and in nine cases 
out of ten the gas company do the lighting. ! 

It is interesting to note that the electric lighting depart- 
ment of Hammersmith borough made a profit of less than 
£150 for the year ending March, 1902, on an investment 
of some £170,000. A small consumer with four lighta or 
so is beneath the notice of the Council, and one such who 
wanted the current was refused a connection to the mains, 
but was told to get a supply from his neighbour. 

As our friend *Chordal" would say: “ You will find 


knota in this thing.“ 9 
ollege Court. 


Smoke Abatement. 


Mr. Daniell’s letter in your current issue on smoke abate- 
ment drew my attention to your leader in the previous 
issue, which I had missed, and which I have since read with 
interest, a8 your remarks are very much to the point, espe- 
cially those having regard to the “admission of air at a 
high temperature," the “quantity of air admitted," and 
also * the proper admixture of air and combustible when 
admitted." 

Mr. Daniell's remarks re the various patents on the market 
are very true, for being especially interested in the question, 
as indeed all electrical engineers should be, especially those 


. who are connected with the contracting and consulting 


side of the profession, I made it my business to make care- 
ful investigation of the majority of the better known 
systems, which are practically all forced draught systems, and 
which, as Mr. Daniell pertinently remarks, can have no 
real economy in use. I had practically given up the 
search ; since then, however, a system has been bronght to 
my notice which seems to me to perform the previously 
enumerated operations as nearly correctly as possible, and 
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to carry out Mr. Daniell’s suggestion. Although it neces- 
' sitates a closed ash-pit, it can hardly be termed a forced 
draught system, as in all of the various applications that I 


have seen, the air pressure in the ash-pit did not exceed a` 


water-gauge pressure of 3 in. 

The method by which the above-named requirements sre 
carried оц in the case of Lancashire boilers is as follows: 
—Air intake pipes are placed in the main flue, and con- 
nected to the supporting tube boxes are two or more pipes, 
which pass through the fines of the boiler, and connect up 
to a blower operated by steam jetes. This blower induces 
the air to flow through the intake pipes, at a sufficiently low 
velocity to allow the temperature to be raised 200-300? F., 
and then along the connecting pipes laid in the boiler fines, 
finally ejecting it partly in the ashpit, and the remainder 
through a series of jets placed at the back of the bridge, where 
it unites with the volatile gases, completing their combus- 
tion. As will be seen, the system fulfils the main points of 
controlling the air supply necessary for economical combus- 
tion, and is a step in front of Mr. Daniell’s suggestion in that 
“heated air is eupplied both behind the bridge and under 
the grate," and also the ** quantity of air can be regulated by 
means of the cock controlling the supply of steam to the 
blowers,” and the admixture of the air supply takes place on 
the right lines—viz., “partly under the fire and partly 
behind the bridge." It is, in my opinion, abeolutely futile 
to supply the air, as is done by so many systems, all in the 
one place—viz., at the grate, even if heated, as the gases аге 
not in a sufficiently advanced state of combustion and 
temperature to combine with the air, and so still further 
promote combustion, but are rather cooled down by 
the air supply, a percentage being carried off as free 
carbon, and partly deposited as soot in the flues and chimney, 
the remainder being carried away in the form of smoke, 
and emitted from the chimney in dense clouds. 

The class of fuel which the writer saw being used was 
extremely poor, being the tailings which had passed through 
the $-in. mesh of the colliery screens, and it appeared to 
contain a considerable amount of dirt. The tests whieh 
had been taken by the purchasers showed an evaporation of 
slightly over 8:5 lbs. of water from and at 212? Е, per pound 
of fuel. 

The makers and patentees of the appliance are Messrs. 
M. B. Wild & Co., of Clarence Chambers, Birmingham, who 
informed the writer that their system was now being largely 
adopted by colliery companies, enabling them to utilise their 
low-grade fuel economically and smokelessly ; also that 
some of their furnaces have been in operation for about two 
years, and, to the best of their knowledge, no repairs have 
been executed on them up to the present time. 

Apologising for the length of this letter, and trusting it 
may be of service to some of my confrères. 

H. H. B. Deane. 


[* G.” wants to know who are the makers or selling 
agents of the Böhm lamp.—Eps. Еко, REv.] 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL TRAMWAYS. 
SPECIFICATION FOR STEAM ENGINES. 


Times change, and we change with them—often imper- 
ceptibly, it is trae—but yet, if we compare the present with 
the past of a few years ago, we clearly see the difference. It 
was with feelings of this character that we perused the 
general conditions which accompany the steam engine 
specification recently issued by the London County Council. 

Three years ago these were во stringent, and in parts so 
manifestly unfair, that many of the best known firms would 
not compete for work governed by such conditions ; to-day 
the modifications which have been introduced render them, 
certainly not ideal, but at least workable. 

The clauses which in the past caused such heartburnings 
were those relating to disputes, and the real or supposed 
liability of the main contractor for the actions of sub- 
contractors from whom he might obtain materials, The 


present arrangement with reference to disputes may be 
termed a compromise between the old system of the purchaser’s 
engineer being the final arbitrator, and the modern plan by 
which all matters of dispute may, in the last instanoe, be 
referred to an outside impartial arbitrator. Here all matters 
relating to the manner in which the work is to be carried 
out, and questions relating to extension of time, are to be 
subject to the final decision of the Council’s engineer ; 
other disputes, including those relating to payments, are to be 
referred to an independent arbitrator appointed by the 
President of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

` The liability of the main contractor for the action of sub- 
contractors is now limited to those directly working on the 
contract, and apparently does not apply to the manufacturer 


. of materials or of articles required in the course of the work, 


which are ordinarily purchased wholesale in the market or of 
wholesale merchants and manufacturers. 

This interpretation, which appears to be the correct one, 
reduces the contractor’s responsibility within reasonable 
limits. The schedules of hours of labour and rates of wages 
are still rather formidable, but in their entirety they only 
apply toan area.of 20 miles’ radius from Charing Cross, and 
the larger manufacturers carry on most of their work outside 
that area ; they areable to approach the Council with parti- 
culars of their own methods of pay, and unless these are in 
violation of the rules of the district, there is every probability 
that they will be considered satisfactory. 

The specification itself is for the supply and erection at 
the new generating station at Greenwich of four 5,000-H P. 
steam engines, each capable of indicating at least 6,500 H.P. 
for a period of two hours when working condensing. The 
ee must be either 94 or 125 revolutions per minute, and 
the engines must be arranged for compound working, with 
the high-pressure cylinders vertical and the low-pressure 
horizontal, each set having two pairs of cylinders. The 
three-phase alternators supplied under another contract will 
be placed between the two cranks. The engineer (Mr. 
J. H. Rider, electrical engineer to the L.C.C.) contents 


himself to a large extent with specifying results and 


leaving the contractor to find the means whereby the desired 
ends may be attained. й 

The following additional particulars may be of interest :— 
The generators wil work at a frequency of 25 cycles 
per second ; each set will have its own exciter, driven by 
ropes from the main shaft. The contractor is to state the 
fly-wheel effect (WR?) that he requires to limit the cyclical 
irregularity within a maximum of *15 per cent. up or down, 
the fly-wheel being supplied by the builders of the 
alternator. 

Any successful type of valve gear may be used. The 
engines are to be built for use with steam superheated to 
500° F.; eventually it will be superheated to 650° F., and 
passed through heating coils in the receivers, reaching the 
cylinder at 500° F. * 

The main shaft will be bored throughout; it will be car- 
ried in two main bearings, and the cranks, which are over- 
hung, will be at an angle of 135°. The crank chambers 
will be wholly enclosed, and forced lubrication will be used. 

The main governor must control the speed within a total 
range of 6 per cent. from no lcad to full load, or tice versa, 
with а total variation of not less than 3 per cent. when the 
full load is thrown on or off; the governor will be elec- 
trically adjusted from a distance. 

The steam consumption is specified as follows :—With 
180 Ibs. pressure, and a vacuum of 26 in.; per 1. H. P.-hour: 

Superhested steam (500˙ F.): full load, 114 lba. ; half load, 13 Ibe. 

Saturated steam : i 12% lbs.; „ 144 lbe. 
For every 1 lb. in excess of these figures, a penalty of £500 
will be exacted іо each case, with a corresponding bonus for 
better results. The tests are to be made when the sets are 
completed, and the engines are to be maintained by the 
builders for 12 months. We see no mention of a consump- 
tion test after 6 or 12 months’ run—a very valuable check 
on the performance of the engines; neither is any reference 
made to an allowance for the power taken by the air and 
circulating pumps, in the steam consumption specified. 

Although the tenderers are allowed a considerable measure 
of freedom with regard to the details of their designs, they 
are rigidly bound down in respect of the type of engine to 
be used—one which has been largely adopted of recent years 
in the United States, for large. powers, 
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Doubtless this type possesses certain advantages, such as 
reduced friction, with only two main bearings : the simplicity 
of a two-crank engine : the greater cyclic regularity obtained 
with pistons at right angles, especially as the cranks are at an 
angle of 135°: the increased strength of construction with 
the centre-hung fly-wheel, &c.; but a far greater cubic space 
is “и as com with the vertical type, the makers of 
which, moreover, have the advantage of years of experience 
in similar work. The reduced wear and tear of large vertical 
engines, ав compared with horizontal types, renders the 
former superior in this respect. The steam passages 
between the high and low-pressure cylinders are necessarily 
very long in the type specified, with correspondingly great 
radiating surfaces—none the less for the intervention of the 
reheater receiver—and their large capacity will render it 
obligatory for the governors to act on the low-pressure valve 
gear as well as on the high pressure, in order to obtain 
reasonably close governing. We are not admirers of the 
long overhung crank-pins of these engines, which, more- 
over, add to the difficulties of alignment, for, owing to the 
bending of the crankshaft, the high pressure cylinders 
cannot be put truly vertical. The shape of the long crank- 
pin, under the two stresses at right angles to one another, 
will always be spiral, and owing to these stresses the pin 
must have an undaly large diameter. Lastly, the balancing of 
engines of this type cannot be very satisfactory. 

We may point out that the steam turbine, a native pro- 
duct, possesses so many advantages over the reciprocating 
type of engine, especially for large powers, that the adoption 
of these American peculiarities strikes us as a retrograde step. 
We shall shortly have the largest turbine-driven power 
station in the world at work in Chelsea. The engineer 
of the L.C.C. may have felt. the immense importance of 
reliability in selecting the long-tried reciprocating type in 
preference to the turbine, which, although it has met with 
unparalleled success during the last 10 years, has certainly 
not been long in the field for large powers ; but if this was 
the consideration which controlled his choice, why did he 
select an engine of abnormal type ? 

We illustrate elsewhere in this issue a 4, 500-11. P. steam 
turbo-alternator which has given great satisfaction in 
Milan ; why should'a similar set not do as well in London— 
for but little larger power? In respect of uniformity of 
revolution and perfect freedom from vibration, the turbine 
has no equal, while it requires the minimum of space and 
foundations ; moreover, a turbine can be run up from cold 
and put on fall load in three minutes, where one of these 
eccentric machines would require 30. We certainly hope that 
this“ freak type of engine will never become popular in 
this country. 


— 


CENTRAL STATION AUXILIARY PLANT, 
By FRANCIS H. DAVIES. 


OF late years it has become an established fact that auxiliary 
plant plays a very important part in the economy of a power 
station. Some time ago it was customary to regard it as a 
necessary evil, upon the installation and upkeep of which 
as little money was to be spent as possible. The outcome 
of this feeling in one direction was the use of that kind of 
steam pump aptly described as the steam eater, and in all 
other dictions practice to a great extent followed much 
the same rule. 

A consideration of station auxiliary plant is best under- 
taken in detail, with the greatest sinner against economy 
first, viz. :— i 

Pumps.—Whatever function a pump is called upon to 
undertake, whether feed, force, circulating, or air, the same 
power, either electricity or steam, may be applied to driving 
it ; but the conditions under which pumps of the above 
sorts run being somewhat different, it cannot be said that 
either method holds the palm for all-round efficiency to the 
entire exclusion of the other. 

In the case of a pump that is used intermittently, say 
for clearing out a sump, or pumping water into storage 
tanks, the motor-driven pump undoubtedly offers the greatest 
efficiency and convenience, as, besides saving condensation 


losses in steam pipes, it is always ready to start. Also the 
actual combined efficiency of the set will be higher than that 
of any small steam pump, owing to the fact that the latter 
do not usually act expansively, bat carry their steam almost 
the full length of the stroke. | 

For sump-clearing an injector is frequently used, pre- 
sumably because it is cheap, takes up small space, and 
requires little attention when working. Its efficiency, how- 
ever, is very low, and its adoption can only be recommended . 
where the infrequency of its use would render the cost of 
installing & motor pump too great. In many large stations 
the daily sump-clearing is a comparatively big business, and 
when this is the case а motor pump will be found much 
more economical than either an injector or a steam pump. 
The average small steam pump, such as would be used for 


the above purpose, haa at full load a ER 


efficiency of 
somewhere about 22 per cent., and besides this waste in the 
pump must be reckoned the losses in the steam piping, 
which are considerable if it is of any length, as will probably 
be the case. A pump for this pur will always be run at 
full load and constant speed, and these, being the ideal con- 
ditions for an electrically-driven pump, render competition 
in efficiency practically out of the question. 

With feed, circulating, or air pumps, the conditions are 
somewhat different, in that they are larger, ran over longer 
hours, and at various loads. The first reason, to a certain 
extent, does away with objection to steam piping, as the 
condensation loss falls proportionately with the size of the 
pipe ; that is to say, the small pipes that would be used for 
the ordinary donkey pump, are proportionately much more 
wasteful than those that would be used with larger plant; 
also, owing to longer running hours, the loss occasioned by 
opening out the pipe range is proportionately less. 

For large sets it is usual to instal a separate condensing 
plant with each, consisting of a condenser and air pump. 
Practice, however, differs as to whether each engine should 
have ita own circulating pump. The present tendency 
appears to be in this latter direction, and probably it affords 
а more efficient and more easily worked arrangement ; but 
in some of the older stations, where small sets and a 
common condensing plant were originally installed, it has 
been thought desirable to increase the size or number of the 
circulating pumps upon the advent of large extension sets. 
No doubt the cost and difficulties of installing large suction 
pipe werk have been chiefly responsible for this, as other- 
wise there does not seem to be any advantage in it beyond 
that of centralisation of plant. 

The question now arises, should these pumps be steam or 
electrically driven ? and from the point of view of efficiency, 
the answer is certainly, electrically. Leaving the question 
of condensation losses in pipes out of it, and taking lbs. of 
steam per B.H.P.-hour as a basis of comparison, the electric 
motor is a more efficient generator of mechanical power than 
the small auxiliary steam engine. 

Mr. Faraday Proctor in his interesting paper on the 
electric lighting system at Bristol, read before the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science in September, 
1898, compares the efficiency of two 12-in. centrifugal 
circulating pumps, the one being steam driven and the other 
electrically ; and, as their full-load result, gives 90°6 lbs. of 
steam per D.H.P.-hour for the steam pump, and 48°26 lbs. 
per B. II. P.- hour for the motor pump, that is, practically 
twice the efficiency. No doubt since these tests were carried 
out, improvements have been made in steam auxiliary plant, 
but where such a wide difference exists, it is hopeless to 
expect anything approaching to equal results. 

It should be noted that in the above tests the steam 
circulating pump was driven by a compound condensing 
engine, not one of the wasteful single-cylinder type. 

For circulating pumps, which are usually of the centri- 
fagal type, the electric motor is particularly suitable, as it 
allows of direct coupling; and, owing to its high speed, 
takes up small floor space. The introduction of gearing of 
some sort that is necessary when motors are used for driving 
air-pumps, of course means an extra loss, but not one that 
appreciably interferes with efficiency. 

The crusade against inefficient auxiliaries has been 
particularly strong in the direction of, boiler feed pumps, 
and it was, no doubt, their great wastefulness that brought 
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the electric motor to the fore for this purpose. Although, 
perhaps, scoring on the point of efficiency over even the best 
steam feed pumps, there are many objections to the use of 
motor pumps for boiler feed, the chief being difficulty of 
efficiently regulating the supply of water. 

The following methods have been used both severally and 
conjointly : Series resistance, shunt resistance, series 
parallel control, bye-pass to pump, cutting out plungers in 
multi-throw pumps, variable gears. "The series resistance 
is out of the question, being extremely wasteful, and sure to 
more than nullify any economy over steam pumps. The 
shunt resistance does not give a very wide range, is apt to 
cause bad sparking, and in many cases has been found quite 
insufficient by itself; both the above methods also are 
objectionable, as they decrease the torque of the motor. 
Series-parallel control is of course efficient, and capable of 
а very wide range, but necessitating as it does two wind- 
ings on the armature, two commutators and a controller, is 
expensive, not to mention complicated. The use of a bye- 
pass on the delivery side is very wasteful, being much on 
the same basis as the series resistance in this respect, and 
where relief valves are used for a bye-pass, it must be 
remembered that, besides the fact that all work done by the 
pump on the bye-pass water is wasted, it has to generate a 
higher pressure than is needful for the boiler feed in order to 
lift the valves. The cutting out of plungers in three- 
throw pumps on the suction side is efficient, but much 
too coarse to be of any great service; it also is apt 
to cause rather dangerous water hammer and straining 
in the delivery pipes if the pump is of any size, 
and fans the whole set by its uneven action. Variable gear- 
ing again does not give a wide enough range and is noisy, to 
a certain extent wasteful, and altogether a nuisance. It is 
obvious that the series-parallel control is the best system, 
bnt it cannot be said that it compares favourably with the 
simple operation of opening or closing a steam valve, which is 
all that is necessary in a steam pump. Taking everything 
into consideration, it appears that the best method is to 
install both steam and motor pumps. The latter should do 
the bulk of the work on heavy load, and should be kept 


running at constant speed and as near full load as possible, . 


while the steam pump should be used simply for the small 
regülations that are constantly necessary, and for very light 
load. The installation of both sorts of pumps is also advis- 
able as a safe-guard against breakdown of the steam or 
electric service. Feed pumps being such important items in 
the safety of a station, it is really necessary that some such 
precaution as this should be taken. 

Injeclors.—The objections against injectors for boiler- 
feeding are insufficient range, and therefore erratic steam 
pressure, inability to work reliably when supplied with water 
at a temperature of over 105? F., and rather lower efficiency 
than an ordinary steam pump, except when using cold water. 
It is upon this latter point that the value of an injector 
turns. In the case of a very small station where very low 
capital cost is necessary, the injector may be fitly installed, 
as it does away with the necessity of a feed heater. 

Injectors are popularly supposed to be unreliable and 
erratic in their action ; and certainly it takes only a very 
little thing, such as dirt, in the valves to upset them. There 
can, however, be no doubt that with care and an occasional 
overhaul, which is not a big matter, they are as reliable as 
any pump, as a proof of which may be instanced their almost 
exclusive use on locomotives. It is unlikely that they will 
ever be used for large work, and, indeed, they are not fitted 
for it, but as stated above, in small stations where capital 
economy is essential, they may be recommended. 

Slokiny and Economiser Geur.—As with pumps, motor- 
driven stoking gear is decidedly the most efficient, and as 
variation of speed is not required to any extent, electrical 
driving is certainly to be recommended. Owing, however, 
to the always present possibility of & breakdown in the 
supply, it is, as with feed pumps, scarcely judicious to rely 
on the one kind of power solely for such an important part 
of the plant. It is, of course, always necessary to duplicate 
the stoking machinery, and it would appear that the safest 
and most economical resulta may be obtained by using both 
sources of power in equal proportions, the steam plant 
being looked upon chiefly a8 a stand-by. 

When possible, it is best, being cheapest, to drive econo- 
miser scraping gear from the stoker plant; but if the latter 


is not installed, or is too distant, motors alone should be 
used, as the steady load at constant speed allows them to run 
under excellent conditions. 

Source of Power.—The single-phase alternating current 
station is, by its system, greatly debarred from participating 
in the benefits of electrical power for driving its auxiliaries. 
Unfortunately, the single-phase motor is comparatively un- 
suitable for this kind of work. It may be used for econo- 
miser scrapers or circulating water pumps, but it is doubtful 
if it is fit for anything beyond these. 

This being the case, some engineers have gone so far in 
the pursuit of economy as to drive the auxiliary plant by 
direct current motors supplied from the exciter circuit. 
While, no doubt, gaining in efficiency by this methcd, the 
risks attendant upon it are very liable to cause that efficiency 
to be bought at too great a price. viz., that of inconvenience 
in working, or perhaps failure of supply. In good design, 
the exciter circuit of an alternating current station is always 
absolutely inviolable, because the slightest interruption or 
unsteadiness of the exciting current will often lead to com- 
plications when alternators are in parallel. It follows that 
the carrying of loads from this circuit into all sorts of 
out-of-the-way places is alone highly dangerous, and when 
to this is added the use or misuse of starting switches by 
inexperienced men, the policy is obviously bad. Besides 
the above objections, the low voltage of most exciter cir- 
cuits makes the installation of motors exceedingly costly. 

Distribution of Power—The distribution of power to 
the various motors should be done in a systematic manner 
by special mains fed from a special distributing board, and, 
in order to keep a check on the consumption and encourage 
economy, it is advisable that the several circuits should each 
be metered, readings being taken daily. It is here that 
electrical driving stands out so favourably in comparison 
with steam ; there is no possible method of keeping a check 
on the consumption of the latter, while with the former it 
can be carried to a very fine degree. The average stoker or 
engineman, however careful he may be with his firing or 
driving, cannot appreciate that these small engines take 
enough steam to be worth troubling about, and consequently 
adds to their inherent wastefulness by neglecting even 
ordinary economical precautions. 

Considering that auxiliary plant is always under the 
control of men who are more or less ignorant of electrical 
matters, it should be very carefully protected by efficient 
circuit-breakers and good starting switches, which should, 
of course, if possible, be placed out of the way of dirt and 
damp, and should be selected from those designs which show 
a minimum of bare live parts. 


ELECTRIC PUMPING FOR IRRIGATION. 


By E. KILBURN SCOTT, M. I. E. E., A. M. I. C. E. 


AMONGST the most interesting electrical installations in that 
very up-to-date country, California, is the irrigation 
pumping plant at Bakersfield. The climate is too dry to 
make farmiog practicable withont irrigation, and for a great 
portion of the year there is no surface water flowing in the 
Kern River or its branches, as it is all taken off for 
irrigation soon after it comes down from the mountaine. 
This leaves the greater portion of the valley without water, 
except such as can be pumped. 

Upon investigation it was found that there was a plentiful 
supply underground which could be reached by wells 60 ft. 
deep, and by sinking wells into this a considerable area of 
country has been irrigated. A 80-н.р. set will pump 
enough water to irrigate 1 sq. mile of land, the average total 
lift of water from the well to the surface being about 25 ft. ; 
the pumps raise from 3} to 5 cb. ft. of water per second, 
the delivery being a 10-in. diameter galvanised steel pipe. 

The pumps are all of the centrifugal type, and the 
problem of driving them has been solved by electric 
transmission of power, a water-power plant being established 
on the Kern River in the mountains, and three-phase 
current transmitted at 10,000 volts to numerous electric 
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pumps, 13 miles away. Each pumping station contains 
two step-down 15-Kw. transformers, 10, 000/500 volts, an 
outdoor switch worked by ropes for cutting off the 10,000- 
volt supply, and a 30-1.р. three-phase motor mounted on a 
vertical shaft, at the bottom end of which (and 15 to 
20 ft. below the surface), there is a centrifugal pump. 
This construction has been adopted because it is important 
to have the pump as near the water as possible. 

With a horizontal shaft, the electric motor must necessarily 
be placed above the high-water line with the pump 
stopped. Now as the water falls away a number of feet 
directly the pump starts, this means that оп a horizontal 
shaft it must work with considerable suction, and hence 
inefficiently, probably under 50 per cent. The tests made 
with the vertical shaft pump show an efficiency of 67 per 
cent. ; 

As the mounting of the motor on а vertical shaft is some- 
what novel, it may be of interest to mention that the end 
thrust due to the weight is almost entirely counter-balanced 
by pressure upwards due to the suction entering on the top 
of the pump casing. Such as it is the thrust bearing is at 
the top of the motor, and the oiling is taken care of by 
making the motor shaft hollow. The oil runs through 
the bearings into a receptacle below the motor, and is picked 
up by a scoop on the shaft which forces it, by virtue of the 
speed of the scoop, upwards, through the shaft .and into the 
bearing again. 

In case the suction should fail owing to temporary 
stoppage due to interrupted current supply, the motor is 
switched out of circuit by means of an automatic device 
dependent on the water pressure in the pump, This ensures 
that the pump shall not stop every time the voltage drops 
slightly, by reason of а short circuit on the line or from 
other cause. | 

In each pump pit there is а small piston pump, which can 
be belted to the motor shaft for priming purposes, 

In operation one man attends to eight or ten wells, 
The pumps run continuously, and each is visited by 
the attendant twice a day. There is a telephone to each 
pump house. The load for pumping and other ranch pur- 
poses is about full load for two 750-Kw. generators, and 
the power factor is about 75 per cent. 

Most readers will appreciate the advantages of the above- 
described method of irrigation as compared with that usually 
adopted of cutting long canals, and possibly emptying some 
river. 

One great, advantage is that the water is lifted exactly at 
the spot where it is required, and does not have to be 
brought by long and expensive water-courses over other 
ground, which is probably already well watered. 

In any case there.are many places where no surface water 
is available, and in such, recourse must be had to wells. 
It is interesting to note that as a prevention against drought 
715 artesian wells have been sunk in Queensland alone, and 
nearly 200 million gallons are pumped daily. As a conse- 
quence, large tracts of country, which used to be waterless 
deserta, have come under cultivation, and support immense 
numbers of cattle and sheep without any risk of their 
destruction by prolorged drought. Of course, this has only 
been done by large expenditure, the Government alone 
having advanced over a million sterling. When, however, 
the whole secret of existence in such places is water, and 
plenty of it, the money is well spent. 


In India, the irrigation quegtion is all important, and so 


far it has been met by canals. This is a tedious method, 
and it is just a question whether it would not be wise to try 
artesian wells along with a well-considered scheme of electric 
transmission from central power stations. For the deep 
wells, three-throw ram pumps would, of course, take the 
place of the centrifugal pumps, the depth at which to employ 
the ram type depending on circumstances. Very high lifts 
van, as a matter of fact, be dealt with by centrifugal pumps 
by the exceedingly simple method of putting two or more on 
the same shaft and pumping from one to the other in series. 
After all, however, this is a matter of engineering detail, 
which does not affect the broad question of the simplicity 
and economy of irrigating large areas by means of numerous 
small electrically-driven well pumps, as has been carried out 
so successfully in California. Cutting canals for miles 
across open country is not the be all and end all of the irriga- 
tion problem, as some people would have us believe. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WII ENDING SEPT. 23RD, 1902. | WII Dm SEPT. 22ND, 1903. 
Alexandria .. .. Value £248 Alexandria . . Value £78 
Amsterdam.. .. 2110 Amsterdam.. T is ee 100 


Antwerp ee oe a ee Antwerp ee ee ee eo 
Bangkok ee ee ee Bangkok ве oe ee 
Bombay | eo. 214 Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. 


Buenos Àyres. Teleg. mat. 34 


83 | 25 

Auckland .. „ aa ee 150 Auckland 181 
29 141 

210 

- Teleph. cable.. 180 

494 

350 

818 

| 23 


- Teleph. cable.. 550 Calcutta  .. is se " 
Calcosa ., ws ee eo 876 „ Teleg. wire .. ae. Cr 
Cape Town. ee es oe 264 Cape Town .. ee. ee ee 
Channel Islands .. is X 20 Colombo we . ec 
Christiania. "eleg. wire AN 2:3 Durban T SUE Р ee 1,208 
Colombo ws e s. 145 i Electric cable. . 1,473 
Copenhagen a i " 15 East London . "T T 7 

КА Teleg. wire . . 2118 Fremantle .. - à 23 
Delagoa Bay : .. „ 40 | Hamburg ee 25 

‘a Teleg. mat. .. 941 js Teleg. mat. 855 
Durban va NA so ee 792 Hobart 2h xs 85 
Ghent.. ee ee oe ee 10 Hong Kong ee ee ee . 25 
Lisbon УА У са си ББ Malta. Teleg. instruments 140 
Madras NS - «s .. 852 Melbourne К aie 200 
Malta o 15 | Montreal e. 0. 107 
Nagasaki a es E 21 | Oporto, Elec.cable  .. .. 725 
North Atlantio. Teleg. cable.. 2,180 "M Teleph. mat. .. 45 
Ostend ә P vis ix 40 Perth "S 29 бе 
Perth. S A ss . 208 Port Elizabeth .. oe . 470 
Port Elizabeth — .. 25 .. 210 Rangoon... T os a 18 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire . H Rosarid e9 .. e * 99 
Wellington acs ee oe oe 198 Rotterdam oe oe oo ° 15 

S Teleg. wire .. #5 12 

Rt. John’s, N.F. .. ex РА 52 
St. Petersburg sa .. 800 
Shanghai " Е ia 52 
Singapore .. ve - .. 320 
Spegig 5% s Vs .. 863 
Stockholm .. T PA s 33 
x Teleg wire.. ere 82 

Suez .. : m as 10 
Sydney in ais e .. 629 
M Eleo. cable xs .. 2,980 
Total oe £7,581 Total „. £12,958 


Foreign Goods Transhipped, 


Auckland. Elec. goods Value £200 | Barbadoes. Teleph. mat. Value £24 
.. 100 


Sydney. Elec. lamps Madras. Elec. appar. .. in 11 


Melbourne. Elec. appar. is 19 
; Sydney. Elec. lamps .. 3900 
Total T £300 | Total y £354 


— —À 


Swiss Turbines of 45.000 h.p. for Mexico.—Some 
important contracts have just been placed for various equip- 
ments to be installed in the huge hydraulic plant now under 
construction at Necaxa, Btate of Puebla, Mexico, by the Mexican 
Light and Power Co., Ltd., of which concern F. S. Pearson, consult- 
ing engineer of the Metropolitan Street Railway, New York, is one 
of the leading spirits. The initial capacity of the plant which, in 
the first instance, is to generate power for transmission to Mexieo 
City, some 90 miles distant, will be 45,000 m.P. Ultimately the 
plant will be capable of generating 80,000 н.р. The turbines now 
ordered will be six in number and of 7,500 н.р. capacity each. The 
Swiss engineering firm of Escher, Wyss & Co., of Zurich, secured 
the contract. Their bid was some $20,000 leas than that submitted 
by American concerns competing. The Riter-Conley Manufacturing 
Co., of Pittsburg, has been awarded a contract for 1,800 tons of 
steel pipe varying from 48 in. to 51 in. in diameter. The contract 
for the generators, which will call for six machines of 5,000 kw. 
each, will be let early next month through the New York offices of 
the company in the Columbia Building, 29, Broadway.—New York 
Electrical. World and Engineer. 


Electrie Lift Controller.—The Lift Accessories Co., 
of Standard Works, Rolt Btrget, Deptford, are introducing a new 
patent electric lift controller, which is claimed to combine all the 
best features of their old Standard controller, and to be a reversing 
and new quick-break switch, with new automatic cutting-out attach- 
ment, und an automatic no-load and over-load return. With 
this controller it is said to be impossible to burn out the armature 
of any motor, and the resistance cannot be cat out without the 
armature moving. The firm makea speciality of patent single, two 
and three-phase alternating current automatic controllers, and they 
are also makers of push button attachments for lifts, trip switches, 
slack cable switches, hydraulic valves, and hand power gears. 


Electric Fittings in Natal.—The value of the imports 
of electrical fittings into Natal during the six months ending with 
Jane last amounted to £43,000, as compared with only £24,000 in 
the first half of 1902. 


Germany,—Tbe report of the Deutsche Kabelwerke 
Gesellschaft, of Berlin, for the last financial year shows a gross 
profit of £12,292, as against a loss of £7,067 in the preceding 
12 months. 


British Exports of Electrical Machinery.—The 
exports of British electrical machinery are being maintained ata 
steady rate, the shipments during August amounting to £37,045, 
bringing up the total for the first eight months of the year to 
£295,853. 


Dynamo Brushes in America.— The U.S. Customs 
authorities have given a decision to the effect that dynamo brushes, 
made of metal and used for collecting and transmitting electric 
currents, are not dutiable under the provision of the tariff 
for “brushes of all kinds,” but are dutiable under the pro- 
visions of Paragraph 193 as "manufactures of metal” at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
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Lectures,—Special courses of lectures on various 
engineering and electrical subjects are now commencing at the 
Royal Technical Institute, Salford, and some particulars will be 
found in our advertisement pages to-day. 


Football.—In our issue for May 22nd last we referred to 
the contests between the Glover and Chloride football teams. As 
there were certain controversial pointa between the rival parties, we 
suggested that they should fight it out on the field and settle their 
differences. This, we learn, has now been done; the two teams 
(the winners of the Broughton and Swinton competitions) met on 
the Broughton ground on 9th inst. The game terminated with 
Glover's Cable Works the possessors of the coveted title of Elec- 
trical Rugby Champions, by two tries to one. | 


New Book,—Messrs, Whittaker & Co., of Paternoster 
Square, will in a week or two publish Volume II. of “ Electric Light- 
ing and Power Distribution,” by Mr. W. Perren Maycock, M. I. E E. 


Auction Sale.—On Thursday, Octeber Ist, Messrs. P. 
Huddleston & Co. will sell by auction a considerable quantity of 
electrical apparatus, of which some particulars are given among our 
advertisements to-day. 


Catalogues and Lists.—The Union Exxrcrric Co., of 
Quéen Victoria Street, E.C., has sent us a copy of its new illus- 
trated price-list of Union ” monophase and polyphase motors; the 
list covers a range ef small machines of ordinary speeds, suitable for 
everyday industrial uses. The machines are supplied both with 
and without slip rings, and short-circuiting devices; the starting is 
claimed to be simple, and tbe rotors are so constructed as to carry 
a considerable overload without falling out of step. 

A price-list of their new standard V.I.R. flexible wire has been 
issued by MESSRS. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS. 

Messrs. HOLDEN & BROORkRB, Lro., of West Gorton, Manchester, have 
just brought out several new lists. No. 43 deals with their exhaust 
feed-water heaters; No. 51 with expulsor pulsating pumps; No. 52 
with exhaust heads, valves, fittings, &c.; No. 54 with silent heaters 
and thermo-regulators; No. 55 with Sirius steam traps; and No. 57 
with split cone injectors and motor-car injectors. 

We have received from the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., a copy 
of their new pamphlet dealing with the Aron electricity meter, 
which, as is well known, has been passed by the Board of Trade for 
use on both continuous and alternating currents. One of the 
principal advantages claimed for it is that it is a true watt-hour 
meter, and records direct in Board of Trade units. Further claims 
put forward for it are that it is capable of recording the smallest 
possible loads; it requires no starting current, the influence of any 
current, however small, being recorded on the dials. Another 
new pamphlet, No. M. 1,041, received from the same company, 
gives particulars of Milner's patent speed indicator, which is so 
made as to be capable of running accurately iu either direction 
without any additional adjustment. It is recommended to the 
special notice of electrical, mechanical and central station 
engineers, &c., because of ite extreme simplicity, which prevents it 
from getting out of order. i 


“Let Bygones be Bygones.”—Our readers will 
remember that some little time back Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., 
Ltd., hit upon the novel idea of publishing an electrical calendar 
with a quotation of more or less electrical interest on each day’s 
slip. Some of the quotations have been delved from the records of 
speeches made in a bygone age, and therefore cannot fairly be 
applied to the prevailing state of electrical science and engineering. 
However, that fact notwithstanding, we believe that the calendar 
has had a continued popularity, and adorns the offic; walls of many 
a consulting engineer's office. It is, we suppose, because of this 
popularity that we are asked to say that a statement made years 
ago by Colonel Crompton respecting insulating materials, cannot 
with justice be applied to a material which is comparatively new to 
the market. The Colonel said that nearly all insula'ing materials 
were then deficient in mechanical strength; did not retain their 
form through any considerable range of temperature; were readily 
damaged by oil and grease; and did not lend themselves to being 
cut and shaped by ordinary fools. Weare asked to say that none 
of these strictures can be justly applied to Psychiloid, an electrical 
insulating material, which is being largely supplied by Paychiloid, 
Ltd., of Bridge Street and Love Street, Sheffield. Perhaps we may 
add tbat if other present day manufacturere of insulating materials 
feel that they are in any way wronged by the unearthed statemen*, 
they should take consolation and comfort from the ncarly all,” and 
thank heaven that they are not as other manufacturers are. We 
most fervently pray that if any readers wish to make any 
corrections in the poetical and other effusions which are 
sandwiched between the hard dry facts’on this interesting calendar, 
they will address them to the offices that we left some years ago. 


Books Received.— Electricity and Magnetism,” by 
2 . F. R. S. Cambridge: The University Press. 1903. 
8. Gd. 

“Conduction of Electricity through Gases,” by J. J. Thomson, 
LL.D., F.R.S. Cambridge: The University Press. 1903. 168. 

" The Slide Rule," by C. N. Pickworth. 8th edition. Manchester: 
Emmott & Co., Ltd. 


Trade Announcements.—The Electric Tramway Equip- 
ment Co., have removed from 138-40, Cony bere Street, to 89, Glover 
Street, Birmingham. 

Messrs. Schoen Bros., importers of, and agents for, electrical 
accessories, have removed from Lillie Road, 8.W., to larger pre- 
mises at 29, Cock Lane, Snow Hill, E.C. 

Messrs. Carson & Evans are removing from 42, Finsbury Square, 
E.C., to 3, Fenchurch Buildings, E.O. 


Ф 


Fire Exhibition Awards.—The following are some оѓ 
exhibitors who have been successful in securing awards at the 
International Fire Exhibition at Earl’s Court :— 


General Electric Co., Ltd. Gold Medal. 
J. H. Heathman & Со. ... А x .. Silyer „ 

P. Hensel & Co RN Gold and Silver Medals. 
May-Oatway Fire Appliances, Ltd.  ... Silver Medal. 
National Telephone Co. ... 2 Gold „ 
Pearson Fire Alarm, Lid. e .. Gold „ 
Siemens Electrical Appliances Co. , Two Gold Medals. 
Biemens & Halske... iss EN des .. Gold Medal. 
Simplex Steel Conduit Co. sys ii Gold „ 
Bergmann Electrical Works Bronze „ 
James Pitkin & Co. or Gold „ 


For Sale.—The directors of the Savoy Hotel, London, 
are offering their complete electric lighting plant for sale. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Condensing Plant.—Messrs. Thornton & Crebbin, of 
Bradford, have just secured a second order for central condensing 
plant from the Ebbw Vale Steel, Iron and Coal Co., Ltd., Ebbw 
Vale, Mon. The first plant, which is now near completion, is of the 
surface condenser type, with dry and wet air pumps, circulating 
pump and engine and cooling tower, for dealing with 80,000 Ibs. of 
exhaust steam per hour from the blast engine, electric generators 
and auxiliaries. The second plant is of the barometic type for 
dealing with 200,000 lbs. of exhaust steam per hour from the various 
engines of the steel works, and is also complete with air and cir- 
culating pumps, and two large cooling towers. The sizes of the plants 
may be better understood when expressed by horae power as follows: 
The surface condensing plant deals with steam from engines equiva- 
lent to 6,000 H.P., and the barometric plant from engines of 
15,000 H.. These orders have in each case been secured in compe- 
tition with Continental firms. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—A meeting of the 
Anderson Electrical Traction Syndicate is to be held at Bradford 
on October 26th to hear an account of the liquidation proceedings. 

A meeting of the Aluminium Supply Co. for a similar purpose is 
to be held in London on October 23rd. 

The North-Eastern Telephone Co. meets at Gateshead on October 
22nd, when Mr. C. Humble, liquidator, will report respecting the 
winding up. 

In the Vacation Court on September 16th, in the case of Wileon 
v. Easton & Co., Ltd., counsel applied for the appointment of a 
receiver and manager of the company’s business, with liberty to 
borrow £1,500 to pay wages, in order to carry on the business. 
Plaintiff was a debentare holder, and the London Trust Co. was the 
trustee for the holders of debenture stock. The business was that 
of manufacturers of lifts for tube railways. Mr. Draper, for the 
company, said he could not consent to the order asked for, nor 
could he resist it. After hearing Mr. Bramwell Davis, K.O., for 
Captain Johnson, who had advanced the company money, his 
Lordship made the order substantially as asked, and directed 
counsel to endorse the terms of it on their briefs. Mr. W. B. Peat 
has since sent out a circular relating to the company; he is acting 
as receiver and mansger and carrying on the business under the 
sanction of the Court. He will be responsible for all goods ordered 
after September 16th. . 

Mesers. J. Elias and E. E. Adamon (A. E. Gaskell & Co., 
machinery and soft goods merchants and manufacturers, 6, Dickinson 
Btreet, Manchester) have dissolved partnership. Mr. Elias will oon- 
tinue the soft goods business under the old style, but Mr. Adamson 
will continue the machinery department as Adamson Bros. & Co. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The Corporation has fixed the following 
charges for electricity for the year 1903—1994 :—For lighting: For 
the first hour daily of the maximum demand, 6d. per Board of Trade 
unit; thereafter, 24d. per Board of Trade unit. For motive power: 
For the first hour daily of the maximum demand, 3d. per Board of 


‘Trade unit; thereafter, 1d. per Board of Trade unit. Minimum 


charge per half-year: For lighting, £1; for motive power, 108. 


Aston.—The electric generating station in Chester Street 
is now completed, and the District Council is in & position to 
supply electricity for all purposes. The station has cost £62,000. 
The formal opening of the station will take place on the 29th inst. 


Barnsley.—The T.C. has decided to erect 10 arc lampa 
in Sheffield Road at а cost of £117. They will replace gas lamps. 


Barry.—Some three years ago a provisional order was 
granted to the U.D C. to supply electrical power within its own 
area. Up to the present the Council has not taken advantage of 
the provisional order, which will expire at the close of the present 
year. It is the Council's intention, however, to apply to the 
Board of Trade for an extension of the order, and it is now 
considering the terms submitted both by the Sonth Wales 
Co. and also by a London company fer the supply of electricity. 
The question has been referred to the Parliamentary Committee of 
the Council, whose report was recently considered, and it waa 
intimated that & deputation had been appointed to wait upon the 
directors of the South Wales Electrical Power Co, at a meeting to 
bo held at Carditt. 
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Bideford.— Messrs. Willey & Co., of Exeter, have pro- 
posed, in the event of the Council deciding to instal the electric 
ight in the town, that they should be allowed to lay propositions 
before the Council when the latter has obtained a prov. order. 


Boston.—At a meeting of the Town Council last week it 
was decided to appoint an electrica] engineer to prepare, construct 
and work a scheme for the electric lighting of the town on the lines 
of the present provisional order. At a previous meeting it was 
decided to temporarily light the new municipal buildings with gas. 
This resolution was now rescinded, and it was resolved to light the 
buildings by electricity, at an estimated cost of £480. 


Boston, U.S.A.—A new electric light station, operated 
by steam turbines, will shortly be erected by the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Co., and, when completed, the ultimate equipment 
will be equal to an engine capacity of 96,000 H.P., and an electrical 
capacity of 60,000 K w.,“ in 12 units, which, together with the 
9,000 kw. already installed in the old station, will provide a total 
of 69,060 xw. or 92,000 Н.р. 


Bulawayo.—The Electric Light Concession, which is 
worked by the Bulawayo Waterworks Co., who are now before the 
British investor with an issue of £60,000—6 per cent. debentures, 
was granted in February, 1895, subject to a similar right of expro- 
priation on and after February 28th, 1920, The plant is of a 
capacity of 380 Kw., and can be at any time augmented as required 
at no great additional cost. It is expected that excellent coal from 
Wankies will be obtainable before the end of the present year, and 
this is estimated to bring about a considerable reduction in the cost 
of electric generation. All the plant is kept in good repair and is 
in thorough working order. e electric light mains are laid 
throughout the town and suburban township for a total length of 80 
miles. The electricity is sold on a sliding scale, from 1s. 10d. to 
26. per unit; to public offices or charitable purposes at 1s. 7d. ; and 
for street lighting at 1s. 5d. per unit. | 


Carnarvon.—A special meeting of the T.C., convened for 
the purpose of pushing the proposed electric lighting scheme 
one step further towards completion, was recently held. 
The circumstances are somewhat peculiar. The Council has entered 
into & provisional agreement with the National Electric Wiring Co. 
for an electric installation at Carnarvon, the Corporation under the 
sgreement providing the necessary capital to the extent of £17,000, 
and the company undertaking to construct tbe works and to maintain 
them fora period of years, repaying the Corporation the annual 
instalments of principal and interest on the loan, togetber with all 
profits over and above a specified amount secured to the company. 
Bince the Corporation made this provisional agreement, another 
company —the North Wales Power and Traction Co., Ltd.—appeared 
on the scene with an offer which, it was alleged, would redi 
expenditure by the Corporation from £17,000 to £8,000, while also 
offering other alleged advantages. The local inquiry by the L. G. B. 
has been fixed for September 22nd. | 

Mr. John Pritchard, chairman of the Electric Ligbting Com- 
mittee, brought up a special report from that body, recommending 
the Council to adhere to the arrangement already provisionally 
made with the National Electric Wiring Co., with a supplementary 
agreement under which the company would undertake free wiring 
for consumers, on certain specified terms, the Corporation, under 
that agreement, binding itself when taking over the concern to pay 


the company a sum of 16s. 6d. per lamp less 24 per cent. per annum 


deducted for depreciation. 

A long and highly technical discussion followed. 
Councillor J. T. Roberts proposed, and Alderman Hugh 
seconded, an amendment deleting the proposed arrangement for 
free wiring. The amendment was pressed to a division, and the 
voting proving equal for and against, the Mayor gave his casting 

vote against the amendment, which was consequently lost. 

A further amendment to refer the wiring clause back to the Com- 
mittee was agreed to. The Committee's report, with this clause 
omitted, was then agreed to. 


Chippenham.—Mr. J. S. Enright has submitted to the 
Т.С. a scheme for the electric lighting of the town. As a start, he 
recommends the provision of a small installation, at an estimated 
cost of £10,900, for private lighting he suggests a charge of 5d. 
per unit, and he recommends, without hesitation, that a prov. order 
should be applied for by the Corporation. 


Coventry. — The Corporation E.L. Committee has 
decided that from October 1st consumers shall be allowed the 
option of paying for energy either by the present system or by a 
flat rate of 44d. per unit. i 

For motive purposes the price of energy up to a consumption of 
A units per quarter has been fixed at 12d. per unit, and beyond 
at 1 


Dartford.—The U.D.C. has decided to extend the elec- 
tric lighting mains to Great Queen Btreet, and to convert the pre- 
sent gas lamps into electric lamps at a cost of £225. 


— 


Dublin.— On Saturday evening last the Corporation's E. L. 
system was successfully changed over to the new Pigeon House 
station, and the Fleet Street station will in future be discontinued. 


East Ilam.— The electrical engineer of the U. D. C. 
suggests that the price of electricity for lighting purposes be reduced 
as follows:—On the demand system: — from 7d. and 2d. (ав at 
present) to 6d. and 2d. per unit; alternative flat rate from 54d. to 
43d. per unit; churches, chapels, and echools from 5d. to 4d. per 
unit. The matter will be considered at the next meeting. 


uce the 


Exeter.—The E.L. Committee reported that the electrical 
engineer had presented his second certificate, and that the sum of 
£9,335 was due to the British Westinghouse Electric Co. for work 
completed and materials delivered in connection with the contract 
for the erection of the new works. 


Felixstowe.—The Council's, consulting engineer, Mr. 
Wilson, has advised it to adopt steam in all future extensions of 
generating plant. Mr. Prentice, of the supply company, which 
runs the station, desired to perpetuate the gas plant, making exten- 
sions in the vertical multi-cylinder type. Mr. Wilson considered 
that the increased sizes of the engines favoured the adoption of 
steam. 

We commend the Council's attention to the results achieved at 
Walthamstow, and given elsewhere in this issue, also to the pro- 

es of events at Redditch, where the use of & bituminous producer 

recommended as a great saving. 


Frome.—There is a prospect of the town being supplied 
with electricity ere long. The U.D.O. has passed plans for the erec- 
tion of an electric light station by Edmundson's Corporation. The 
laying of cables is to be commenced forthwith. 


Hanwell.—The Works Committee of the U.D.C. has 
under consideration the advisability of seeking an electric light 
provisional order. 


Italy.— The Oerlikon Co. has in hand a power trans- 
mission installation for Bageline, in Italy, in which a pressure of 
40,000 volts will be used—the first instance in Europe of so high a 
voltage being employed. The project is designed to distribute 
power to the town of Brescia and the neighbouring works, many of 
which are engaged in electro-chemical industries. Power will be 
derived from the river Caffaro, rising iu the Tyrolean Alps, and 
feeding the Chiesa. Some 11,250 xw. will be available, divided 
between two works, of which the one under construction 
will develop 7,500 xw. The head race will be 4,500 m. in length, 
more than half of this being in tunnel; the quantity of water 
passed per second will be 4, 000 litres, with a fall of 254 m. Three- 

e current will be generated at 9,000 volts, 42 cycles per second, 
in alternators of 1,900 Kw. each, and will be transformed up to 
40,000 volta for distant transmission. 


Japan.—4Acting Consul John B. Rentiers, reporting on 
the trade of Nagasaki for the year 1902, refers to the rearrangement 
of the shipbuilding yard there, and he states that steam power in all 
parts of the works is rapidly being superseded by electricity and 
compressed air. The reason for this is the scarcity of water on that 
side of the harbour, which necessitates water being brought to the 
works by boat at an annual cost of £2,000. 


The Lizard Light.—On October 1st the new revolving 
flash-light at this Cornish signalling station will replace the present 
two, each of 500,000 c.p. Twenty-six years ago these took the 
place of oil lamps. At present the only lighthouses fitted with 
electric illumination are those of the Lizard, Souter Point in the 
North Sea, the South Foreland, and Bt. Catherine’s Point, Isle of 
Wight. At the Lisard station oil lamps are still retsined for 
emergency purposes, but of much less penetrating power than the 
existing electric lamps, which are visible 25 miles. The new 
installation is being fitted in the east tower. This will havo 
1,000,000 c.p., and illuminating power covering a distance of 
between 40 and 50 miles. Every five seconds the flash will bo 
visible. There is also to be a fixed light in line with the Lizard 
Head as a mark for mariners, who will thus in future be able to tell 
whether they areclear of that point. The alterations will entail an 
expenditure of over £3,000, bat there will be a reduction in the 
number of lighthouse keepers, of whom at present there are six, in 
addition to an engineer. 


Llandudno.—The Electric Lighting Committee sub- 
mitted a statement of the revenue account of the electric lighting 
undertaking for the year ended March 31st last, from which it 
appeared that, after making provision for the repayment of loans 
and interest, there was a deficiency on the year's account of £365. 
The deficiency was provided for out of the balance of £427 which 
stood to the credit of the undertaking at the commencement of tho ' 
financial year. Councillor T. W. Griffiths adver:ely criticiscd this 
statement. The chairman pointed out that the ratepayers had not 
yet been called upon to contribute a single penny towards the deficit 
on the working of the electricity department, and he thought they 
would not be called upon to do so. 


London.—MARVLEBONE.— At the B.C. meeting the Town 
Clerk stated that efforts had been made to induce the Board of 
Trade to grant a licence constituting the Council an electric lighting 
authority, thus enabling it to complete the purchase uuder the 
arbitration award of the local undertaking of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co. This step was necessary owing to the omission 
of certain words from the special Act of Parliament which the 
Council obtained. The absence of these words caused the London 
County Council to decline to sanction a loan for the purchase money 
amounting to over a million sterling. Failing the Board of 
Trade, recourse would be had to the Local Government Board. 
The Board of Trade was not prepared to grant a licence, but the 
Town Clerk did not regard this decision as final. 

Sr. PANcBAS.— The half-yearly estimates submitted at the B.C. 
meeting showed that the expenditure on public lighting for 
the six months ending March 31st, 1904, would be £14,212; 
£4,330 of this will be paid to the gas company for gas. The 
profits shown on the electricity undertaking, 47, 220, are put down 
in the accounts to reduce the lighting estimate, ard accordingly 
make it only £6,995 for the half-year. 
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SouTHWABRK.—On Wednesday the B.C. resolved to light with 
Nernst lamps, at a first cost of £60 and an annual charge of £187, 
certain side streets now fitted with incandescent electric lamps. 


Mulhouse.—4A project is on foot for the utilisation of 


the waters of the Rhine at Mulheim for the generation of elec- 
tricity, which will be transmitted to the towns of Mulhouse and 
Fribourg, and the adjoining districts. About 15,000 x P., it is esti- 
mated, will be available. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The City Council bas decided to 
promote a Bill in Parliament for certain improvements to the quay, 
ata total cost of £599,000. The echeme involves an elaborate 
electrical equipment, estimated to cost £44,000. | 


Northficet.—The U.D.C. at the last meeting discussed 
draft proposals by the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical Engineering 
Co.,-Ltd., for carrying out the Council's provisional order. These 
proposals included a provision that the Council should obtain a loan 
for the capital expenditure required for the construction of works 
aud the provision of plant, machinery, and mains, such works and 
plant, &, being constructed and provided by the company in acoord- 
ance with plans and specifications to be prepared by; and to be uuder 
the supervision of, the company’s consulting engineer (Mr. F. J. 
Warden-Stevens, of Westminster). It was unanimously resolved 
to inform the company that the only form of agreement the Council 
would consider would be a contract for the execution and main- 
tenance of the works authorised by the provisional order, the com- 
pany to provide all the capital. 


Penmaenmawr.—The U. D. C. has decided to call in 


an expert in connection with a proposed electricity supply scheme 
for tbe district. 


Pembroke.—Recently a discussion took place at the 
D.C. meeting on an application for the extension of electric light 
cables at an estimated cost of £109. Several members opposed the 
expenditure, and a Mr. Ramsay thought that if the application were 
granted, other districts would also be wanting the electric light. 
Happily the enlightened views held by this member are not as yet 
universal, or we might be tempted to inquire what an electricity 
supply undertaking is for. 


Plymouth.—Some discussion has occurred as to the 
advisability of lighting the asylum by clec'ricity at a cost of £2,550, 
and the Asylum Committee has deferred the settlement of the 
question until the cost of gas lighting has been ascertaired, 


Portugal.—4A contract has been entered into by the 


Municipality of Faro for the public and private lighting of the 
town by electricity. | 


Rhyl.—The U. D.C. has recommended that the charge for 
electricity supply to the Queen's Palace Syndicate should be raised 


from 3d. to 34d. per поі, on a guarantee of 40,000 units consump- 
tion for the year. | 


` Saffron Walden.—The T.C. has adopted the rccom- 
mendation of the Committee that an application should Ъз made to 
the Board of Trade in November for & prov. order, enabling the 


Corporation to supply electrical energy for both public and private 
putposes. 


St. Albans.—The terms uuder which the Corporation 
propose to hand over their electric lighting order to the North 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Corporation were discussed at a recent 
meeting. Mr. E. Macgregor Duncan, consulting engineer, and a 
representative of the Electric Corporation were present. The 
terms are, with the exception of one or two minor details, agreed 
to, and the agreement will probably very shortly b» prepared. 
The order was objgined in 1900, so that the Corporation has been 


nearly three years in coming to a definite agreement on the 
matter. 


Salford.—The T.C. has asked for permission to borrow 
£34,443 for extensions to tbe Electricity Works plant, mains, &c., 
in place of an unused loan of £43,282 for feeding cables, section 
boxes, and electrical equipment of the tramways. 


South Shields, —А the South Shields Petty Sessions on 
the 15th inst. a labourer named John Pratt, of Hebburn, was 
charged with stealing electricity. The Northern Counties Elec- 
tricity Supply Co., Ltd., prosecuted. It appeared that clectricity 
had been stolen by cutting the mcter out of circuit. The mains 
foreman for the complainant company said that after several 
inspections of the meter he became suspicious and switched the 
supply off at the meter, when he discovered that the light 
continued. Examination showed that the current had been 
diverted so as not to pass through the meter, thus defrauding 
спа сошраця, The defendant pleaded guilty and was fined 403, and 
costs. 

Stirling.—The number of units generated during the 
year was 194,076 against 177,062 last year. The revenue from 
the sale of energy was £2,961, compared with £2,030. £1931 
has been placed to the interest and sinking fund. There is a debit 
balance on the year’s working of £367, against £784 last year and 
£905 in 1901. 


Wallasey.—The electricity works accounts show that 
the years revenue was 414,328, and expenditure, including 
4500 for depreciation and renewals, £4,478, leaving а surplus of 
£5,549, Of this sum, £1,698 went in interest, aud £1,784 in loan 
repayments, leaving n net profit of £2,365 in favour of the district 
fund account. 


Sydney (N.S.W.),—Electricity supply has made rapid 
progress in this city. The largest plant is used for the operation 
of the tramways, and there are five private enterprises supplying 
various sections of the city. Two small plants are owned by the 
Public Works Department, who are building a new power station, 
and the City Council’s electrical scheme which is being carried out 
at the present time will cost some £150,000. The following table 
is of interest in connection with the above: 


— — —— — — - — — — = 


Station. | Kilowatts. Horse-power. | аа 
ПЕСМЕ XT oe i ia — „ 
City Council EM X. 1,500 2,£00 25,000 
Strand Co. .. .. ..l| 858 000 14,900 
Empire Co. .. 8 8 i | 400 i 550 8,000 
Arcadia oe е PY — ee 250 400 | 3,700 
George Adams 925 | 860 | 3,600 
Oxford Co.  .. i» or 822 4*5 1,000 
Government (two) .. js | 560 тю | 9,000 
Tramway i: 8,000 10,000 | 140,000 


— — — — — 


Tiverton.—At a recent Town Council meeting Messrs. 
J. 8. Enright, consulting engineer, and J. Siddalls, borough surveyor, 
reported that, in accordance with instructions, they bad prepared 
plans and specifications for an electric lighting installation for 
Tiverton. In the specifications two schemes were describ:d —Mr. 
Siddalls' and Mr. Enright’s, The first (a) provided for two gas 
engines of 100 nominal R. p., 130 house services, mains to be laid in 
earthenware troughs filled in with compound; and Mt. Earight's 
(b) specified two engines of 125 nominal H. p., a travelling crane, the 
cost of 200 house connections, triple concentric armoured cables laid 
direct in the earth. The battery for (b) was 25 per cent. larger than 
the battery for ssheme (a), but in other respecte the schemes were 
alike. Eight tenders for each scheme were received as follow :— 
International Electric Engineering Co., (a) £8,682, (0) £9,683; 
Frank Suter & Co., Ltd, £9.010—£9,900; British Westinghouse 
Co., Ltd, 29, 267 - 410 335; Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd, 29,461 — 
£10,538; Johnson & Phillips, 29,638 - £10,899; Cox-Walkers, 
E10, 030 — £11,461; Lea, Bon & Co., E10, 202 — f 1,306; Willey and 
Co., E10, 236 — £11,584. The lower tenders being in order, the first 
four alone were reported on. They were of opinion that Messrs. 
Suter's tender for scheme (b) should be accepted, viz., £9,990, to 
which would have to be added £1,000 for buildings and £650 
engineering, &c —total, £11,640. The matter was adjourned to a 
special meeting to be beld before the next general monthly 
meeting. 


Walsall.—The Electric Lighting Committee has received 
the sanction of the Local Government Board to the borrowing of 
£7,868, the balance of a Joan of £23990 for extensions, and it 
recommends the acceptance of tenders amounting to £1,424 for new 
plaut. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Austria.—^According to a recently published statistical 
statement, the total length of electric railways and tramways in 
Austria, which reached 25178 km. at the end of 1900, reached in 
1901, the figure of 364:54 km., an increase of 10976 km., or 43 08 
per cent. Iu 1901, 5057 km. of new electric lines were laid, and 
59:190 km. of horse tramways were converted into electric traction. 
The various lines are worked by 26 administrations, seven of the 
systems being worked by municipalities, viz, those of Vienna, 
Olmutz, Aussig, Brux, Pilsen, Prague and Lemberg. 


Chesterfield, —The Tramways Committee has brought 
up an electric tramway scheme which is estimated to cost £86,808 
eventually, the immediate sections figuring at £55,714. "The plans, 
sections, estimates and all particulars have been worked out by the 
borough electrical engineer, Mr. R. C. Acland. The scheme 
reczived the approval of the Council some days ago, and Parlia- 
mentary powers are to be sought next session. 


Finland.— Consul C. J. Cooke reports that an electric 
railway is to be built from St. Petersburg to Systerbick, on the 
Finnish border; but a petition to the Finnish Government for ita 
prolongation to Imatra has been refused. Tbe Technical Society 
are considering the possibility of making use of the many cataracts 
aud waterfalls, in which Finland is rich, for generating electric 
power for many purposes, and thereby making Finland practically 
independent of foreig a coal. 


Greenock,—The T.C. have approved of the plan of a 
new car proposed to be used in Greenock, subject to the tramway 
company reducing the height of the step from 15 in. to 11 in. The 
compauy are to be communicated with, requesting that the cars 
aud points bs put in proper order, so as to lessan the excessive 
noise made by the cars. 


Liverpool.—On Sunday last a party of employés of the 
Birmingham Corporation tramways department inspectcd the 
Liverpool electric tramways system. 


London.—SottHwark.—At the B.C. meeting a letter 
was received from the enginecrs of the Laker Street and Waterloo 
Railway Co. stating that owing to the impossibility of getting a 
suitable site for an electric transformer, the company had decided 
not to proceed with the station and subways which it was proposed 
to constract under the roadway at the Elephant and Castle. It 


— — — — — — —a—ũ— 
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was their intention to place the station upon private property 
which the company were empowered to acquire in the London 
Road. A letter was read from the Board of Trade to the effect that 
after careful consideration of the conditions which the B.C. wished 
to impose upon the L.C.C. in respect to the electrification of the 
additional tramways in the district, the Board had decided to 
unconditionally approve of the plans. 

WanpswortTy.—The B.C. has decided to ask the City and South 
London Railway Co. to extend their present line from Kennington 
through Brixton to Streatham Common. 

On Saturday last many members of the Civil and Mechanical 
Engineers’ Society paid a visit to the generating station of the 
Courty Council's South London tramways at Camberwell. The 
visitors were met on their arrival by Mr. Rider, electrical engineer 
to the Council), and by assistants representing Mr. Alfred Baker, the 
Council's tramway manager, and Dr. Kenn dy, the consulting engi- 
neer. 

West Ham.—At the ('orporation meeting on Tuesday it was 
reported that of the £300,000 recently raised by loan £120,999 
had been put to the credit of the tramway undertaking, 
and £113,255 to tha credit of the electric lighting under- 
taking. Mr. Francis Ezgington, of Liverpool, was appointed chief 
clerk in tbe tramway department. The electrical engineer was 
asked to confer with the borough engineer, ard report upon 
the bett means of making future transformer chambers water- 
proof. It was decided t» apply to the B. of T. fora prov. order 
to construct a short line connecting Romford Road and Leyton- 
stone Road. The chairman of the Lighting and Tramways Com- 
mittee and the tramway manager were appointed to represent West 
Ham at the Municipal Tramways Association. A motion was 
adopted to ask the L О.С. to expedite the electrification of the line 
between Bow Bridge and Aldgate, with a view to it being put in 
а. at the same time as the work between Stratford and Bow 

rid ge. 


North Wales. map of the Flintshire electric tram- . 


ways scheme, which has been issued by the promoters, shows that 
the line will start from Queen’s Ferry, and run parallel to the 
Chester and Holyhead line to Bagillt, from which place it will pro- 
ceed to Holywell. It will then proceed to Halkyn, and on to 
Northop, Mold, aud Buckley. From bere it will proceed to Queen's 
Ferry. The route will be circular, and about 26 miles in length. 
A branch line will be constructed from Flint to Northrop. The 
overhead trolley system will be adopted, and goods and passengers 
will be carried. 


Paisley.—It was reported at the meeting of Paisley 
T.C. that Mr. Parshall, consulting electrical engineer, had stated 
that part of tbe lines of the new tramways would be open for traffic 
at the end of March next, and that the whole system would be 
opened in June of next year. The question as to the possibility of 
obtaining a supply of energy from Glasgow for driving the Paisley 
and district cars had been raised at a meeting of the T.C. Committee, 
where it was explained that while the proposal might be practicable 
for the portion of the line between Hawkhead Road and the Cross, it 
would not be so for the whole undertaking. With regard to the 
position of the lines in tbe streets, it was decided tbat the T.C. 
should appoint a Committee to take cognisance of the construction 
of the tramways within the borgh. Tbe Glasgow tramway con- 
nection with Paisley wovld, it was stated, be opened about the end 
of the present month. 

The price agreed on for the acquisition of the present horse tram- 
way system has been paid by Mr. Murphy. 


Portugal.—4A project which has been presented by the 
Lisbon Railway Co. (“Companhia Carris de Ferro de Lisboa ) for the 
construction ofa newelectric railway line intho city of Lisbon, isopen 
for inspection in the office of the Iuspector-General of Telegraphs 
and Electrical.Works, Lisbon. І 


Spain.—It is reported that an English- syndicate is рго- 


mot ing a echeme for the construction of a network of electric tram-- 


ways in the Alicante district. 


Swedish Railways.—The administration of the Swedish 
State Railways, in a letter addressed to the Government, bas 
expressed its intention of adop'iag electrical traction throughout 
its system. It is, however, proposed beforehand to examine closely 
those railways at present worked by alternating currents, in order 
to elaborate subsequently a programme of electrical equipment by 
way of trial. At tbe same time calculations of detail will be made 
as to the paying qualities of the different sections of the system and 
the expense necessary to the installation of electric traction on 
these sections. 


Woking.—A syndicate recently submitted to the U.D.C.a 
scheme for running a light electric railway from Bagshot to Woking 
Station, and for Jaying down electric tramways in Woking. The 
Council at the last meeting agreed to the light railway, but passed 
a motion that the tramways could not be approved unless the 
syndicate would widen the roads. 


Wolverhampton.—As foreshadowed in the ELECTRICCAT, 
Bevisw last week, the Town Council met on Monday for the pur- 
pose of confirming the decision arrived at in eccrct to take over the 

rain system of electric traction. Contrary to expectation, the 
town clerk read the following report—submitted to the Town 
Council in private—of the special sub-committee of the Tramway 


Committee, giving the result of their negotiations with the Lorain 
Bteel Co.:— . 


To the members of Tramway Committee, 

Report of the special sub-committee appointed to negotiate with the Lorain 
Steel Co., with a view to avoid arbitration. 

Your sub-committee now beg to report thereon. They have had several inter- 
views with Mr. Wetmore, involving long and careful consideration. 

These have resultedein куфи. from the Lorain Steel Со. the terms to 
which they are prepared to agree, with a view to avoiding arbitration. 

There are as follows :— 

1. The Corporation shall pay in cash to the Lorain Stcel Co. immediately 
after the acceptance of this proposal by the Lorain Steel Co. £22,000 on account 
of the amount due to them on Ар) 17th, 1903, under the contract. 

2. ‘i hd Lorain Steel Co. shall forthwith after such payment has been made 
supply to the Corporation at e 1,000 large size top- plates with 
removable centres, and as soon as possible fix them to 1,000 of the existing 
granites in substitution for the existing top-plates, such 1,000 new top-plates 
to be supplied and fixed at the expense of the Lcrain Steel Co. 

З. The Lorain Steel Co., without charge to the Corporation, shall, in addition, 
deliver to tbe Corporation at Wolverhampton 4,000 new top-plates with re- 
movable centres, of which 2,500 shall be of the large size. 

4. Upon delivery of the new top-plates as provided in Clauses 2 and 8 the 
Corporation shall pay to the Lorain Steel Co. in cash the balance of the amount 
duo under the contract of July 26th, 1901. 

As an alternative, Clause3 may be as follows :— 

The Lorain Steel Co., without charge to the Corporation, shall, in addition, 
deliver to the Corporation at Wolverhampton 5, removable wearing centre 
top lates, of which 2,500 shall be of the large tize,and the Corporation shall 
deliver to the Lorain Steel Co. on or before April 17th, 1905, 5,000 old top-plates 
in lots of not loss than 1,000 at any one time. 

The Lorain Co. point out that the matter has been under consideration so 
many months that they now require it to be deflnitely cleared up by September 
и di it cannot be settled by that date the matter will immediately go to 
arbitration. 


. This report was signed by the chairman, Alderman Mander, who 
moved that the report of the Tramway Special Sub-Committee now 
submitted be approved and adopted, and that the terms N s. 1, 2, 3 
and 4 offered by the Lorain Co. contained in such report be 
accepted, and that resolution No. 285 of the Council, passed on 
Мау 20th last, be rescinded accordingly. This was seconded by 
Alderman Craddock, and, on a division, was carried by 23 votes 
against 15. When the question came up for confirmation on 
Monday, the electrical engineer, Mr. Shawfield, was asked whether 
the offer then before tbe Council was better than that before the 
members in May, when the Lorain system was rejected. The reply 
of the electrical engineer was that, in his opinion, the offer now 
before the Council was not во good as trat in May. However, 
after further debate, the resolution to purchase was confirmed by 
25 votes to 15. Ав a result, five members of the Tramway Com- 
mittee, who were opponents of the Lorain system, announced their 
intention of resigning their seats on the Committee, and this they 
bave since done. 

Subsequently the Council considered the question of inter- 
communication with tbe outlying districte, on which matter a report 
was submitted from the Tramways Committee. They had obtained 
tenders for the construction of the permanent way and the various 
tracks on the Lorain system and the overhead system (as should be 
decided by the Council), and they presented to the Council what, in 
the opinion of the Committee, is the tender which should be 
be accepted, whatever system of electric traction is adopted. The 
contractor is Mr. Herbert Holloway, of Wolverhampton, and his 
tender is as follows :— у 

Route. Lorain system. Overhead system. 


Dudley Road ee £11,582 10 0 £11,247 6 8 
Wednesfield Road 7,482 1 0 7,276 18 0 
Willenhall Road ee SQ 9,085 5 0 0,654 5 0 
Waterloo Road ee .. 9,056 0 0 8.807 7 6 


With respect to the electrical equipment of tbe routes, the report 
stated that the Lorain system will cost £1,800 per mile of single 
track, being the amount for which the Lorain Steel Co., in pur- 
suance of their contract of July 26th, 1901, will carry out further 
extensions, not exceeding 30 miles in all, if required ; whilst cquip- 
ment on the overhead system will, it ie estimated by the electrical 
engineer, cost £856 per mile of single track. The lengths of the 
various routes measured as single track are as follows:— 


M. F. Ch. 
Dudley Road .. ws A $3 "m .. 2 2 5˙3 
Wednesfield Road .. ка ee oe . 1l 3 8:2 
Willenhall Rad. T АЕ ide 9 2 1 0 
Waterloo Road ae . v i ea 1 6 85 


The Committee, in conclusion, ssk for the iustructions of the 
Council as to the equipmont of the remaining routes, and they add 
that they think it advisable to point out that considerable difticulty 
will be experienced in the equipment of the Canal Street and 
Stafford Road routes on the overhead system, owing to the fact that 
railway bridges span these routes at a height only barely sufficient 
for vehicular traffic. Further, if dual systems are adopted, it will 
be necessary either to build a new car-sh'd fcr the overhead lines, 
or, in order to utilise the existing car-ehed for both systems, to 
equip Piper's Row, Bilston Street, and Cleveland Road with the 
overhead wires, in addition to the existing Lorain system, or elss 
equip all cars used on the overhead system with skates and other 
apparatus for working on the Lorain system as well as the overhead 
system. 

It should be added that at the Committee meeting at which this 
report was drawn up, only five members were present, these being 
(with the exception of the Mayor, who was one of the five present) 
strong supporters of the Lorain system, the members opposed to 
that system having previously intimated that they would retire 
from the Committee. As the result of a short discussion of the 
report by the Council, it was referred back for reconsidcration by 
the reconstructed committee with instructions to give further 
detaile, and to place before the Council recommendations for their 
guidance. Alderman Mander raised the question whether it was 
absolutely necessary to have through cars to the outlying districts, 
and seemed to think that because people had to change ‘buses in 
London, it would be no inconvenience to change cars at Wolver- 
hampton boundary in order to get further on. 
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During the great Lorain controversy at Wolverhampton, the local 
papers have been seldom free from some gem of correspondence. 
Now that a settlement has been made, we must expect but few 
more, 80 we hasten to preserve one of the latest. It appeared in 
the Express and Star, of Wolverhampton, and reads as below :— 


“ бїт,—Та order to keep up the continuity of my advocacy I crave 
again repetition of your kindness, through the agency of your paper, 
to appeal to your readers on this question. 

" By a substantial majority of 23 against 16, I hope a conclusive 
decision has at last been attained. Look again, please, at the facts 
of the great controversy. Had we been beaten ' topsy-turveydom ' 
would have been our merited title, and scorn and contumely would 
have been ours. 

* As a Council, some time back, we decided to municipalise our 
trams. Almost two years have elapsed since the first Lorain tram 
wasseen. Nota solitary accident has occurred as the direct result 
ok electrocution. Sores have happened in the country directly 

attributable to the deadly, dangerous system of poles and overhead 
wires. Consider the appalling liability of the authorities iu 
matters of compensation in townships where the ugly systems 

work, making townships look like huge factories and ' scurrifying ' 
nature’s lovely outlook, and proving death traps to the sweet 
features of youngsters. 

" One accident was said to have occurred asa result of electric 
force in the ground. This I deny most positively.—Yours truly, 


| “Tuomas G. BEVAN. 
“1, Shaw Road, Blakenhall.” 


Presumably Taomas G. Bevan is under the delusion that he : 


believes what he writes, and that readers of his letters are willing 
to take his mere assertion for hall-marked, statistically upheld 
proof. We сап hardly be blamed for having contracted a habit of 
thinking of Wolverhampton as inhabited by a majority of people 
of the same mental calibre as Mr. Bevan, although we know that in 
reality it is only the majority of 23 in the Council governing the 
people who feel like that. It would be a matter of intense interest 
to our readers if Mr. Bevan would send us a list of the "scores of 
accidents occurring as the direct result of electrocution” directly 
attributable to the deadly, dangerous system of poles and overhead 
wires. Reading “electrocution ” and “deadly dangerous,” we 
anticipate a roll of fatalities, of which, so far as we know, the 
coroners have not heard. From the last portion of the delightful 
sentence beginning consider the appalling liability. . . ." we 
are inclined to believe that Mr. Bevan ie introducing something 
novel in the way of ritual murders into the standard arguments 
(arguments and “ Bevan” do not mix well) against the overhead 
system. Positive denial” of anything from such source ought to 
be accepted implicitly, even when the fact denied has been vouched 
for by the borough electrical engineer. 


, TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


The Pacific Cable.—It is reported from Ottawa that 
Lord Strathcona has conferred with Bir W. Mulock, the Dominion 
Postmaster-General, with regard to the. landline rates between 
Canada and Australia, which are said to be so high as to militate 
against the business of the Pacific cable. Sir W. Mulock was unable 
to promise relief, as the Government exercise only a nominal control 
over the rates of the telegraph lines. 


Wireless Telegraphy in Russia.—According to the 


Electrotcchnik, of St. Petersburg, trials of wireless telegraphy at 
Short distances have been carried out by the military telegraph 
school at St. Petersburg with excellent results; so much so, that it 
is proposed to continue the trials between greater distances. In 
the course of 1902 communication was established between St. 
Petersburg, Cronstadt, and the Park of A‘rostation, established 
behind Volkhov Cemetery. For future experiments it has been 
decided to adopt large poles bearing a regular system of wires, and 
to instal new stations at Narva and Gatchina., Ifthe experiments 
during the current year give equally good results, an attempt will 
bs made to organise a servicer of wireless communication between 


St. Petersburg and Warsaw, and other localities equally distant 
from the Rassian capital. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Bi lgium.— October 3rd. The Municipal Authorities of 
Liège are inviting tenders until October 3rd for the supply of six 
electric tramcars. Particular may be obtained from, and tenders 


are to be sent to, Le Bureau Administratif des Travaux, à l'Annexe 
de l'Hotel de Ville, Liége. 


Belgium.—The Belgian State Railway Authorities at La 


Bourse, Brussels, are at present inviting tenders for the supply of 
205,000 metres of arc lamp carbons, 


Brighton.— October 5th. Steel rails, tramcars, points 


and crossings for the Corporation tramways extensions. See 
“ Official Notices” September 11tb. 


Brisbane.—September 30th. The Deputy Postmaster- 
General is in the market for certain postal and telegraphic material. 


Cuba.—September 28th. Tenders are being invited 
until September 28th by the municipal authorities of Cienfugos 
for the concession for the electric lighting of the public streets 
and buildings of the town. 


France,—October Ist. The French Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until October Ist, for the 
supply of a large quantity of paper-insulated electric cables. 
Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, 
Le Soua Secretariat d'Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de 
Grenelle 103, Paris. 


Harrismith.— October 19th. Water-tube boilers, 25 


and 80-kw. steam alternators, and other plant. See Official 
Notices ” to-day. 


Holland.—October 1st. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Utrecht for the construction and 
equipment of a central electricity station for lighting and power 
purposes, and for the working of a tramway. 


Italy.—September 28th. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Torremaggiore (Foggia) for the con- 
cession for the establishment and workiog during a period of 30 
years of a central staticn in the town for public and private electric 
lighting purposes. 


Johannesburg.—October 5th. А large quantity of steel 


rails, fisbplates, tie-bars, &c., for the Corporation tramways. See 


“ Official Notices " September 11th. 


Johannesburg.— November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative:— Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See “ Official 
Notices” August 28th. 


King's Norton.—October 10th. Overhead construction 
for three miles of line. Bee “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Launceston (Tasmania). — September 28th. 
more electric meters. See Official Notices June 12th. 


London. — October 6th. Four 5,000-H.P. vertical- 


horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving a three-phase 
generator, for the Greenwich power station. See Official 
Notices" July 24th. 


Manchester.— October 1st. 
Soe Official Notices September 18th. 


500 or 


1,200 electricity meters. 


Manchester.— October 5th. 30-ton electric lift for the 
electricity department. See “Official Notices to-day. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the phai. beget Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Rochdale.—September 26th. ^ Electrical work at the 
Dearnley Workhouse. See Official Notices September 4th. 


Roumania.—Oetober 10th. Tenders are being invited 
until October 10th by the Roumanian State Railway Authorities in 
Bucharest, for the installation of a complete electric lighting plant 
at the railway works in that city. 


Salford.— October 19th. Sundry machinery for the 
Pembleton central car depó*. Вее Official Notices to-day. 


Sheffield.— October 8th. 25 double-deck cars with 
trucks and equipments. See “ Official Notices " September 18th. 


Spain.—Tenders have just been invited for the con- 
cession for the electric lighting of the town of Villacarillo (pro- 
vince of Jaen) during a period of 20 years. 


Swansea,—October 31st. Permanent way, rails, special 


work, overhead equipment, cables, ducts, &c., for tramways. See 
" Official Notices " to-day. s 


Swansea.— October 31st. Ducts, troughs, cables, wires, 
street boxes, &c. See Official Notices " to-day. 


Sweden.—October 15th. Tenders are being invited by 


the municipal authorities of Gelfe until October 15th for the supply 
of six electrical cranes. 


(Continued on page 508.) 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN MILAN. 


IN our issue of July 24th last we described, amongst other 
hydro-electric power stations in Italy, that of  Paderno, 
which is mainly engaged in transmitting power to Milan. 
The station contains seven 1,500-kw. generators, which are 


DrAGRAM 1.—PapRRNO Loap CURVES, DECEMBER 30TH, 1902. 


fully loaded for a great part of the day, and extensions are 
to be carried out shortly ; the distribution of the huge out- 
put of the works is shown by the accompanying diagrams, 
for which we are indebted to the courtesy of Signor G. 
Semenza, the popular secretary of the Italian Electro- 
technical Association in Milan. The diagrams also show the 
output of the Porta Volta steam power station, which works 


10,750 Kw., and occurred at 4.30 p.m., but the load never 
fell below 3,300 kw. from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m. The load 
factor,of the Paderno plant on this day works out at about 
70 per cent., and as the load consists so largely of motive 
power, it will not fall off during the summer months any- 
thing like as much as that of a lighting station. | 


12,000 KJ. ˙ PEIPER CER шй 
Power received trom Paderno 
тюшюп Battery charging А 
=== Battery discharging, traction = 
=== Output of steam plant an 
© =-—-- Total availabic at Porta Vol:o T 


8 a a а & HM £2 & * 1 dà 
a.m. Hour* p.m. 


DiaGRAM 2.—Ровтл Vouta LoaD CURVES, DECEMBER 30TH, 1902. 


Diagram No. 2 shows how the power available at Porta Volta, 
including that received from Paderno, is disposed of. 
The shading corresponds with the index given on the 
diagram, the clear area representing the energy received 
from Paderno. It will be seen that the steam plant is run 
from 7.45 a.m. to 12 noon, and again from 1.15 to 7.15. 
During these times the load exceeded the power incoming 


Porta VoLTA Works, MILAN: 4,500-н.р. PARSONS-BROWwN TURBO-ALTERNATOR. 


in parallel with Paderno, and the relative amounts of energy 
used for lighting, traction, &c. 

Diagram No. 1 shows the total output at Paderno, the power 
transmitted to and received at Milan, and the consumption 
at Brianza, Monza, and Carate respectively ; the highest 
load on the day in question (December 30th, 1902) was 


from Paderno, though between 12 and 2 the usual drop 
occurs ; the opportunity is utilised for charging the batteries. 
The latter are used to a considerable extent during the 
peak load, from 4.30 p.m. to 7, and are agaia charged from 
7 til midnight. It is noteworthy that at the extreme 


height of the peak load the battery discharge reaches almost 
F 
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3,000 KW., a record rarely equalled. By the use of the battery 
the greatest benefit is derived from the water-power. 
Diagram No. 3 shows how the total output of energy 
available at Porta Volta is utilised ; it will be seen that the 
bulk of it is sent into the three-phase network, while traction 
calls for a large proportion, and direct current lighting and 


12,000 — — — 
Total available at Porta Volta 


Ө Ж ев ^» в ж-а € а P» CG 
и.т. Ho'irs p.m. 


DriadRAM 3.—Porta VorrA LoaD CURVES, DECEMBER 30TH, 1902. 


power calls for least of all. All the diagrams apply to the 
same day. 

We have on previous occasions described the plant 
installed at Porta Volta ; we need only mention, therefore, 
that this station contains steam plant of a total rating 
of 13,000 H.P. All the generators were supplied by 
Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden; three of the 
engines were supplied by Messrs. Franco Tosi, and one 
by Messrs. Sulzer Bros. The most interesting sets are of 
more recent date, and are respectively a Parsons tur- 
bine of 3,000 H.P. coupled to a Brown alternator, and a 
Parsons-Brown turbo-alternator of 4,500 Hp. The latter is 
illustrated on p. 503. The condensers, which are of the jet 
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кш | 
пез: (D^ 


8 


3,700 volts in Ganz transformers, 20 in number, of 400 Kw. 
each; the secondaries of these transformers are in parallel 
with the steam-driven alternators on the main bus-bars. 
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MILAN: TRANSFORMER KIOSK. 


The high-pressure underground network is fed by 15 
cables of Messrs. Pirelli’s make, and the pressure is reduced 
to 160 volts, for distribution to consumers, in overground 
kiosks of the type illustrated herewith. Supply for lighting 
and power is derived from the low pressure mains in com- 
mon, there being more than 3,000 three-phase motors con- 
nected with the mains, representing over 10,000 H.P. Com- 
pared with this, the lamp connection— 77,000 incandescents 
and 721 arcs—is of secondary importance. Оп the 


MILAN : SuB-.sSTATION, SESTO San GIOVANNI. 


type, are as usual fixed under the engine room floor, and the 
pumps are driven by geared induction motors. The boilers 
are of the water-tube type, supplied by Messrs. Franco Tosi 
P Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, and hand fired with Welsh 


The high-pressure power from Paderno is received on an 
overhead line, and is transformed down from 12,600 to 


other hand, the direct current supply, obtained from 
Santa Radegonda sub-station by means of motor-generators 
of 2,500 Kw. output for traction, and 1,870 Kw. for light- 
ing, supplemented by Tudor batteries of nearly 2,000 Kw. 
output for traction and 2,500 kw. for lighting, provides 
for 80,000 glow lamps, 1,000 arc lamps, and nearly 300 
cars. 


| 
| 


n 


| 
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Besides the supply to Milan proper, there is a large 


demand from the surrounding districts, which is met by the 
Edison Co. ; the principal tramway line outside the city 
limits is that which 
runs to Monza, and 
this is supplied 
through the sub- 
station of Sesto San 
Giovanni, which we 
illustrate. The 
latter is equipped 
with a large storage 
battery and rotary 
converters. 

The whole under- 
taking has a maxi- 
mum load of 16,000 
KW, a fact which 
sufficiently indi- 
cates the magnitude 
of the service, and 
the immense pro- 


ELECTRIC Train: GRENOBLE—CHAPAREILLAN TRAM WAYS. 


The impetus to industrial development caused by the 


utilisation of water power in this district will be best illus- 
trated by the following summary of a report of a visit 


recently made by 
the writer to some of 
the most interesting 
works erected for 
this purpose. 

Very varied 
examples are to be 
found, all of which, 
however, possess à 
common character 
which makes the 
continuous utilisa- 
tion of power some- 
what difficult. 

In the French 
Alpine regions 
there are, in general, 
no such things as 
large and steady 


Present severely handicapped by reason of the tribute laid 


“tion, and more than 14 million tons of coal, of a total of 46 
.' millions annual burned in France, are imported from 


ges which has flows of water, but 
been made since the pioneer plant was laid down in the mountain streams of very irregular character are the rule, 
early eighties, mountain snows, and, more rarely, mountain lakes con- 


stituting the only reserve. 

The first and most general form of reserve found in the 
Alpine regions therefore consists of snow, and climatic condi- 
tions make the supply very irregular and variable in magni- 
tude. 

The suggestive designation of ‘‘houille blanche," which, 
By MARCEL BLOCH, Ingénieur Civil. though untranslatable, will be self-explanatory to our 
=e readers, has been given to all similar water-powers by 
Mr. Aristide Berges, whose work at Lancey deserves a 


THE CONGRESS OF THE HOUILLE 


BLANCHE.” 


(Continued from page 404.) 


first place record in the history of the development of 
water-power which these districts will witness in the near 
future. 

The first use made of water power in this region was the 
manufacture of wood-pulp and paper in Mr. Bergés’s 
factory. 


UTILISATION OF WATER POWER IN FRANCE. 


Foremost in the utilisation of water power are the moun- 
làinous regions lying between the river Rhone and the 
Alpine mountains of the Swiss frontier. 

Estimates of the power available indicate a value equiva- 
lent to 5,000,000 H.P. Of this large reserve, there is about 
900,000 H.P. in actual requisition. 

It is unquestionable that the application of water power 


EXTEBIOR OF GENERATING STATION. 


TYPICAL Mountain TORRENT. 


Later, a lighting distribution was made to 10 villages of 
the (irésivaudan district. Finally, the electric railway line 
from Grenoble to Chapareillan, comprising a length of 42 
kilometres, was installed by the Creusot Co., who obtained 
their water power from Mr. Bergés’s installations, and erected 
a generating station for their direct-current three-wire 
system of traction. 


Would be an immense benefit to French industry, which is at 


Upon it by the heavy cost of imported coal. The coal pro- 
faction in France is, in fact, much inferior to the consump- 
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The aggregate power of Lancey’s installations includes the 
following waterfalls :— 


Height of fall. Quantity of water per second. 
00 m. 500 litres. 
527 „ 500 „ 
474 „ 800 _ „ 
514 „ 800 _ „ 


giving a total of nearly 11,000 Kw. 

The above is a liberal estimation of the maximum power 
available. The 
minimum power 
available is much 
less, bearing to the 
maximum the ratio 
of 1 : 5 (about). 

The generating 
plant provides for 
the following power 
installed :— 

1. Paper factory, 
a few large and 
small units, of 200 
H.P. 

2. Electric light- 
ing of Gresivaudan 
Valley: two main 
units respectively 
200 and 300 Kw. 

3. Electric tram- 
way from Grenob!c 
to Chapareillan: 
three sets of 250 
KW., two of which 
are in service. 

This latter station 
uses part of the 
power of the third 
fall, of a height of 
474 metres. The station is not owned by Mr. Bergés, as 
are those at the first and second falls. The latter, however, 
owns the falls and sells power therefrom to the owner of the 
station, which is the tramway company. 


x 1 He 
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JUNCTION ON THREE-WIRE ELECTRIC TRAMWAY, GRENOBLE—CHAPAREILLAN. 


Thus, if the electrical efficiency of the generators = 80 per 
cent., the final cost of the Kw.-hour = 0:025 fr. for water 
rent, or about one farthing. 

laghting System of the Gresivaudan Valley.—This 
lighting system has a development of about 44 kilo- 
metres per sec., and the total power distributed does not 
exceed 200 kw. The interesting features are mostly in 
connection with the line construction, transformer con- 
struction and insu- 
lation, and the fol- 
lowing brief des- 
cription will be 
sufficient to give a 
complete idea of 
the whole system. 

The Generating 
Station. — This is 
situated in the 
neighbourhood of 
the Bergés paper 
factory, that is, at 
the outlet of the. 
pressure conduit 
working under a 
head of water of 
about 470 metres. 

Two generating 
sets are installed, 
one of 200 Kw. and 
| the other of 300 
X., each of them 
| composed of a cen- 
tripetal ^ Brenier- 
Neyret turbine and 
a Labour single- 
phase alternator, 
built by the Société 
l'Eclairage Electrique. The turbines are free deviation 
system, partial distribution, with a speed regulator acting 
on the moving vanes of the water distributor. The number 
of revolutions per minute is 350. The terminal voltage 


INTERIOR OF GENERATING STATION. 


It is interesting to note that the contract price for water 
is 100 fr. per year per horse-power, measured from a water 
meter, with a guaranteed minimum of 25,000 fr. per year. 

The turbine efficiency is admitted to be 75 per cent. 


of the alternators is 125 volts, and the frequency is 
50 cycles per second. The exciters are run from the 
main generating sets by means of belt transmission. 

To raise the voltage from 125 volts to 12,000 volts, 
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which is the line voltage, six transformers of 100 Kw. each 
are installed, built by the Société l'Eclairage Electrique, 
like the generators. The especially interesting feature is 
the paraffin insulation, contained in an iron box. 

The switchboard is made of three panels, the two 
outer controlling the output of the alternators, and the 
inner one being used for coupling the alternators. 

The 12,000-volt line is made of three naked copper wires 
of 40 mm?; section, supported by Parvillce insulators, of 
the double petticoat type. . These insulators are placed 
60 cm. apart, and protecting nets are placed beneath the 
line at crossings of roads and railroads at a distacce of 
80 mm. from the lower conductora. | 

Distributing wires run from the high tension line to the 
customeys’ transformers, and consist of copper wires 8 mm. 
in diameter. | 

Two lines run from the station, one nortb, about 4 
kilometres in length. and the other south. This latter 
connects with the (renoble-Chapareillan line, along’ the 
route of the tramway, as described below. 

The farthest point from the station, where power is 
delivered by the line, is 20 kilometres distant. "The total 
length of the line is 44 kilometres. 

The consumption of current is derived from the minimum 
possible number of transformers, but there is no great aggre- 
gation of population along the line. These transformers 
are, therefore, small in size, and their numbers are as follows : 
—30 3-Kw., 15 5-KW., 5 7. Kw., and 6 50-Kw. transformers, 
all stepping down the voltage from 12,000 to 120 volta. 
One of the most interesting details concerning the line is the 
arrangement of the transformers on the poles carrying the 
line. They are simply supported by cross-bars connecting 
two poles, fixed onc over the other. 

Similarly to the station transformers, the line transformers 
are insulated by paraffin, and special care has been exercised 
in making a watertight cover for the iron box containing 
the paraffin and transformer core. 

The construction of the line is simple and cheap, in 
order to assure a popular demand for current. The poles 
are of wood permeated with creosote. | 

There are actually about 800 customers, using about 
6,000 incandescent lamps, ranging from 5 to 25 C.P. per 
lamp. The ruling prices are as follows :— 

For regular customers the price for— 


Опе 10-0. p. lamp por year is 25 fr. 


Two . ditto 40 „ 
Three ditto 55 „ 
Four ditto 65 ,, 


For each lamp ubove this number a charge of only 5 fr. 
is made. 

The writer has the pleasure to tender his thanks to Prof. 
F. Loppé for his kind communications of data concerning 
the above installations. 

III.—Electric Tramway from Grenoble to Chapareillan. 
—This tramway has a length of 43 kilometres, so that the 
ordinary 600 volts circuits would have necessitated either 
the construction of several generating stations or a very con- 
siderable expense for copper, and for this reason the three- 
wire system was preferred, with 1,200 volts difference of 
potential between outside wires. 

Along the whole length of the track two copper wires, 
diameter 9 mm., are arranged 70 cm. apart. These two 
wires are fed by feeders with a difference of potential of 
1,200 volts. 

Each car has two axles, each with a four-pole Thury motor 
of 35 н.р. mounted thereon, in circuit with the two overhead 
wires, The return is made by the track, constituting the 
neutral wire connected to the neuter terminal of the 
switchboard, The current is collected by means of two 
trolleys, 

The cars have central passages, and seat 36 passengers. 
They weigh 9:2 tons empty. The controller and resistances 
are placed on the roof and worked by means of a wheel and 
chain by the motorman. They are provided with a hand- 
brake, and also an electro-magnetic brake worked by the 
motors acting as generators. 

Each train is formed of three motor-cars, as shown in the 
illustration on p. 505, and the power station is of sufficient 
capacity to operate in continuous service nine trains of 
28 tons each. The maximum grades are 4 per cent. 


The generating station is situated close to the Bergés 
station, and employs par! of the water from the 450 metre 
fall. 'The contract price for the power has been fixed at 
100 fr. per horse-power per year with the minimum charge 
of 25,000 fr. . 

The pressure being constant, all that was necessary to 
measure the power was to know the amount of water passing 
through the turbines, For this the water is led to a large 
cylinder around the top of which are placed 80 identical 
holes, and the bottom being closed, the water naturally flows 
through these orifices, The water from one of such 
orifices is then sent to a graduated reservoir and there 
measured. 

The power station, illustrated on pp. 505 and 506, includes 
three generator groups, each with a Brenier-Neyret turbine 
direct coupled by elastic coupling to a Thury dynamo, with six 
poles, giving 600 volts, with a current of 417 amperes, and 


` а speed of 325 r.p.m. Two of these groups are used, the 


third being held in reserve. These two dynamos are run 
in series, with their positive terminal connected to the posi- 
tive of the switchboard and the negative terminal to the 
negative of the switchboard, whilst the common terminal of 


* the dynamos is connected to the neutral of the switchboard. 


The dynamos are compounded so that the pressure at the 
terminals is 600 volts constant. The shunt excitation 
circuit includes a regulating rheostat worked by an auto- 
matic regulator on the Thury system. The neuter bus-bar 
is connected by a cable of 125 sq. mm. section and of 3:2 km. 


length to the tramway rails. 


ГА 
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The line is divided into three sections, Grenoble, 
Drogeaux and Chaparcillan, which can each be isolated 
from the circuit if need be. Each of the two wires 
of ‘each section is fed at about its middle by a feeder from 
the corresponding bus-bar of the station switchboard, so 
that each section has its positive and negative feeder. 

The following table gives the length of the sections, 
the cross-section of the feeders and the fall in vultage in each 
section of the line :— 


| 


— — — — —— - =a — —U—ß e — 


Length. Sootion of fceder. Maximum fall of 


| | 
Scotion. | prossure, 
| | * 
Grenoble 23 m. | 90 mm! | 360 volta. 
Dr \geaux n. 5 ur 64 „ | 150 „ 
Chapareillan ... 125 „ | 225 „ 


| 
] 
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The seven wires leaving the station (six feeders and the 
neutral wire) are led directly over a footbridge across the 
railway, span the leere (125 metres span) and follow the 
track for the remainder^of the distance. 

The line is i ar with metal poles, and double petti- 
coat insulators of the André system are installed. 

On each feeder is installed a booster or series excited 
generator, the voltage being thus boosted up to the normal. 
The two boosters on the two wires in the same section are 
worked by one motor by means of a special Raffard coupling, 
as shown in the illustration on the opposite page. These 
machines are respectively of 80 нр. (Grenoble section), 
40 н.р. (Drogeaüx), and 56 н.р. (Chapareillan section), 
and are compounded for constant speed, and connected 
between the outside wires of the switchboard. 

Each booster is furnished with a ratchet to avoid 
accidents from reversals of the booster. This ratchet short- 
circuits the armature of the booster, which immediately 
stops. 

Before being connected to the line the feeders pass 
through a switchboard supplied with automatic switches 
to prevent the current from becoming dangerous to the 
boosters. The complete equipment of station, line and 
rolling stock is due to the Creusot Cie. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Apparatus and 
Machinery.—The imports of foreign electrical goods and apparatus 
into this country during August last reached tbe largest monthly 
total so far recorded, v.z , £78,407, which compares with £60,486 in 
July last and £57,388 in August lust year. The azgregate importa 
for the eight months ending with August last are returned at 
£499,807, and increase of £35,140 as compared with the first eight 
months of 1903. Onthe other hand, the imports of foreign electrical 
machinery were last month on a reduced scale, being only £33,791, 
bringing up the totel for the first eight months of the year to 
£391,537. 
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CONTRACTS ст EuD. 


| (Continued from page 502.) 
Brighton.—The T.C. has accepted the offer of the 


British Westinghouse Co. for two rotary converters for the elec- 
tricity works in place of two synchronous n: tor-generators. Also 
the tender of the Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Brighton, for the 
supply of direct current ampere-hour or watt hour- meters for one 
year. 


E.P.S. Batteries.—The contract for the storage battery 
for the Walsall Corporation Butts Road sub-station has been placed 
with the Electrical Power Storage Co., Ltd. The same company 
has also received the contract from the Nottingham Corporation 
for the battery for the City Asylum. The St. James's and Pall Mall 
Electric Light Co., Ltd., has placed the contact for the extension of 
the storage battery with the Electrical Power Storage Co. 


France.—The French Post and Telegraph authorities in 
Paris have just given out a number of contracts as follows :— La 
Compagnie Générale d’Electricité, Paris, 60 tons of bronze wire, 
11/10 mm. diameter, at 2,525 fr. per ton; L& Compagnie des 
Trefileriés du Havre, 30 tons ditto, 15/10 mm. diameter, at 2,525 fr. 
per ton, 100 tons of high-conductivity copper wire, 4 mm. diameter, 


at 1,936 fr. per ton; and La Société Industrielle des Telephones, 


Paris, 12 kilometres of submarine electric cable. 


Hackney.—The Borough Council has received the 
following tenders for electricity supply  mains:— Western 
Electric Co. (accepted), £2,105 78. 6d.; Henley's Telegraph 
Works, £2,614 19s. 10d.; Oallender's Cables Co., £2,890; 
St. Helens Cable Co., £2,893; British Insulated and Helsby 
Cables, Ltd., £2,804; Siemens Bros. & Co., £2,124; Glover 
and Co., £2,941. For arc lamps and pillars :— Oliver & Co. (design 
of post A), £1,120; ditto (design of post D), £1,111; Crompton 
and Co. (design of post A) (accepted), £1,161; ditto (design cf post 
B), £1,167; Johnson & Phillips (design of post C), £1,183; ditto 
(design of post A), £1,245; W. T. Allen & Co. (design of post D), 
£1,232 ; the Gilbert Arc Lamp Co., Ltd. (design of post B), £1,243; 
the Brockie-Pell Arc Lamp Co.. Ltd. (design of post D), £1,286; 
the General Electric Co., Ltd. (design of post E), £1,375; the 
New Century Arc Light Co.. Ltd. (design of post A), £1,510. For 
500 electrolytic meters, the tender of the Reason Manufacturing 
Co. at 36е. 6d. and 60s. per meter according to size was accepted. 
For 500 motor-meters the tender of Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd , at 368. 
aud 1178. per meter according to size was accepted. 


Hammersmith.—The В.С. has accepted the following 
tenders :—Additions and alterations to switchboard, Ferranti, Ltd., 


£360 4s.; supplying 38 arc lamps and accessories, Oliver & Co., 
£360 3s. 


War Office.—The War Office has accepted the tender of 
the Premier Electric Lamp Co., Ltd., for a large quantity of 
incandescent lamps. 


West Ham.—The Corporation has received the following 
tenders for tramway cables and telephone wires:—The Electrical 
Oo., £9,132 tramway cables, £27 10s. telephone cable per mile; 
British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. (accepted), £9,325, £49 ; 
Johnson & Phillips, £9,429, £56; Siemens Bros. & Co., £9,444, £55; 
Land and Sea Cable Co., £9,798, £58; Glover & Co, £9,855, £53; 
Dennis & Co., £9,920, £37; Callender’s Cable Co., £10,030, £51; 
Western Electric Co., £10,042, £50; St. Helens Cable Co., £10,473, 
£64 ; ditto (alternative), £10,038, £63. The following tenders were 
received fora traction switchboard :— J. а. Statter & Co., £1,989; 
Cowans, Ltd., £2,092; Electric and Ordnance Co, Ltd., £2,134; 
Witting, Eborall & Co., Ltd., £2,160; British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (accepted), £2,183; Johnson & Phillips, £2,185; Bertram, 
Thomas & Co., £2,195; Kelvin & White, £2,290; Ferranti, Ltd., 
£2,355; ditto (alternative), £2,100; Estler Bros., £2,485, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, September 28th.—At 8 p.m. Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers, Mr. A. E. Mills on Water-tube Boilers (adjourned 


discussion). 

Friday, October th. —Electro-Harmonic Society. First Concert of 
the season. 

Wednesday, October lith.—At 6.45 p.m. Institute of Marine 
Engineers. Annual Dinner at Great Eastern Station 
Hotel, E.C. | 


NOTES. 


——— 


The Edison Cell. — Though little definite information on 
the subject of the rigorous tests to which the Edison cell is being 
subjected is yet available for publication, our readers will be 
glad to know the general tenour of the results. We are in a 
position to state, ou unimpeachable authority, that the curves aud 
data which we published in our issue of March 6th last, from the 


pen of Mr. W. Hibbert, the well-known expert, have been com- 
pletely verified; moreover, valuable results bave been obtained 
with still higher currents, and the performance of the cells on the 
road—a still more important matter—has been proved equal to 
their behaviour in the laboratory. Identical results have been 
obtained by the Continental experts who bave been testing the 
cells, All the results will be made public shortly, and there can ba 
no doubt that, as soon as the cells are placed on the market in 
quantity, an immense impetus will be given to the electric auto- 
mobile industry, to which we wish all success. 


Electricity Supply Companies and Street Ob- 
structions.—The traffic in the more crowded parts of the 
metropolis renders it exceedingly diflicult for electric lighting 
companies to effect repairs to their cables, or to connect up the 
premises of new consumers, without coming into contlict with the 
highway authorities. These bodies act, no doubt, in the interest of 
the wayfaring public, but it must be admitted that the steps which 
they sometimes take press rather hardly upon the electric lighting 
companies who are bound by Statute to fulfil their obligAtions to 
consumers. А recent сазе in the City Summons Court, which we 
record below, appears to us to place an undue burden upon the 
company whose conduct was.called in question. Although it is 
true that by Sec. 81 of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, 
nothing in the special order shall exonerate the undertakers from 
any indictment, action, or other proceedings for nuisance in the 
event of any nuisance being caused or permitted by them, and that 
therefore the company are liable for obstructing the thoroughfare, 
their liability should be measured on the footing that they have 
not only got the duty, but the right, to lay wires and alter them, 
and so long as they carry out their works with as little delay as 
possible, and with due regard to the safety of their own workmen, 
they should, in our view, remain unmolested. -In this respect 
theirs is a different case from that of я pneumatic carpet-clean ing 
company, who sometimes find it necessary to stand their machines 
in the streets for a considerable period. The electric company acts 
in pursuance of a statutory duty, the carpet company in fulfilment. 
of a private contract. We trust that when the case under notice 
reaches a higher court the rights and obligations of electric lighting 
companies with respect to the breaking up of the streets may be 
clearly defined. 

On Tuesday, before Alderman Sir Horatio Davies, M.P., Edward 
Charles Ives, jointer in the employ of the Charing Cross and City 
Electricity Supply Corporation, appeared at the City Sammons 
Court in answer to a summons for causing a truck to remain in 
Bishopsgate Street by Wormwocd Street for a longer time than 
required for loading or unloading. Mr. Vickery (City Solicitor’s 
office) supported the summons, and Mr. Walter Frampton defended. 
Mr. Frampton raised a point of law—that the company, working 
under statutory powers, were justified in having their truck there. 
After some discussion on this point, the Alderman decided sgaintt 
Mr. Frampton, who then called defendant and his mate” to show 
that the truck was in use all the time. The Alderman suggested 
that the tools, &c., required by the defendant might have been 
kept under the tent covering the man-hole. Mr. Arthur Hudson, 
engineer, deposed that it was dangerous to have either their tools 
or their bighly inflammable materials near the manhole. Anything 
going down the hole might complete an electric circuit, and an 
explosion would ensue. They also had their men to protect. Mr. 
Frampton said they had done all in their power to mect the police 
and carry out instructions. If апу of their servants were obstinate 


they would not be defended. The City Corporation had it in their 


power to restrict the hours in which the work might be done, and 
he believed even now the Corporation had gone to the Board cf 
Trade for the purpose of doing this; but he contended that at 
present they had no offence to answer. Sir Horatio Davies said he 
did not share Mr. Frampton’s opinion, and should inflict a fine of 
20s. and costs. On application he consented to state a case for the 
High Court. 


Lectures.— Mr. A. (i. Collis, electrical engineer, of Bir- 
mingham, has recently given a series of lectures at Oxford on 
" Alternating Current and its Problems." 


Electricity in India.—We have received a copy of the 
first issue of the Indian Testile, Mechanical and Electrical News, a 
monthly paper whose editorial offices are at Bombay. The journal 
will be neither popular nor heavily technical, the editor's aim being 
to cut in between the two. His electrical department will aim at 
meeting the requirements of the general public and users of electrical 
energy. Electrical engineering work is referred to thus:—" In 
India, at the present time, there is nothing that can be called an 
electrica] industry. There are no factories for the production of 
electrica] machinery, though the growing use of the same will, 
before long, create a demand for workshops that are sufficiently 
equipped to be capable of undertaking repairs of such apparatus as 
may break down or become dameged. The delay and expense 
involved in sending such work to Europe will thereby be saved, 
and this saving should ensure the success of such establishments.” 


Personal,—Mr. II. L. Williams, of Messrs. J. G. White 
and Co., Ltd., London, was presented on the 19th inst., at Shipley, 
Yorkshire, with a solid silver cotfee service, of rich design, on the 
occasion of his marriage, by those connected with the construction 
of the new Shipley tramways. Mr. Williams is to be married on 
the 24th inst. at Winchester. He superintended the complete con- 
struction of the Shipley electric tramways, i.c., overhead electrical 
equipment, permanent way, cables, car-sheds and cars. 

Mr. John Dugdale, traffic superintendent of the Sheffield Corpora- 
tion Tramways, has been appointed to succeed Mr. J. Б. Halliwell 
ав manager of the Oxford Tramways Co, 
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Motor and Tram Speeds.—About a month ago Mr. 
Moffatt Ford, mavaging director of the Motor-Car Co., summoned a 
London United electric car driver for driving his car at the rate of 
more than 10 miles an hour along Goldhawk Road, Shepherd's Bush. 
The object of the complainant was to demonstrate the unfairness of 
a state of things by which an electric car could travel at the rate of 
17 miles an hour, while a motor-car was forbidden by the new Motor- 
Car Act to go at a greater speed than 10 miles an hour in towns and 
populated districts. The matter came before the West London Court 
on two occasions. Mr Muir, in defencr, said the tramway company 
eould cone lusively prove that none of their cars timed by the prose- 
eutor could go at a greater speed than 13 miles an hour; and he 
suggested than an independent test might be made by an official of 
the Board of Trade for the benefit of the Court. The magistrate 
said the matter was important, and he thought the learned 
counsel’s suggestion a good one. He adjourned the summonses in 
order that an official test might be arranged. On Friday last week 
Mr. Ford again appeared before the magistrate and complained that 
although a month had elapsed since the last adjournment, and 
although a referee had been agreed upon between the parties, yet 
he could not obtain an appointment for the test from the defendants, 
who did not seem at all anxious to hurry the matter forward. The 
magistrate (Mr. Lane) remarked that Mr. Rose, before whom the 
previous hearings had been taken, would return very shortly to the 
Court, and he had no donbt that before that time the defendants 
would come to some arrangement with Mr. Ford for the official test 
to take place in ample time for the case to be continued immediately 
Mr. Rose recommenced hib sittings at the Court. 


The Car which Passengers “enter and leave at 
the same time."—Mr. William A. Bristow, the patentee of the 
miraculous car mentioned in our issue of the 14th inst., oomplains 
that we have not done his invention full justice, and sends us a 
leaflet illustrating and describing the car in ordinary type. It is 
true that this is easier to read than the MS. submitted to us first, 
but the invention seems to lose romance somewhat. It does not by 
апу means lose its astonishing advantages, however, and we are 
delighted with a cut at the top, reproduced evidently from a photo- 
graph of a model. It ig worth reproducing again, just to show what 


THE Bristow CAR. 


kind of thing is patentable by the score every day. Considering 
that one-quarter of the lower deck is occupied by the entrances, 
which presumably form the subject of the patent, and that the 
stairs to the upper deck occupy, or should occupy, the same space 
inside the car that they do when filling uvpatented positions, it is 


‘somewhat difficult to see how a 30-ft. car can seat 68 passengers, 


unless each passenger is given no more room than appears to 
allowed to the motorman, to say nothing of his controller and 
brakes. 

However, we do not care to quibble about a trifle like that when 
we read, as below, some more of the points about this car :—" It has 
numerous advantages over the existing cars, and can be arranged 
for conduit, overhead and contact systems, &c., &c., and may also 
be fitted with its own motor power by fixing same on each end of 
tbe driver's platform, and may be driven with or without rail; the 
latter, of course, would enable the cars to be brought close to the 
pavement, and, if adopted, would be able to pass over bridges.” 
The discovery of the radiant element itself pales before this. 


The Electrc-Harmonic Society.—Mr. H. E. Lane, 
the hon. secretary of this society, has issued & circular announcing 
the concert arrangements for the ensuing eighteenth season. All of 
the events will take place st the Holborn Restaurant. The 
smoking concerts will be held in the Crown Room on each of the 
following Fridays, October 9tb, December 18th, January 22nd, 
March 25th. The ladies' nights will be conducted in the King's 
Hall on Fridays, November 13th and February 26th. In view of 
the success of the special extra concert in the King’s Hall, on June 
5th last, the committee have engaged this hall for the two “ ladies’ 
nights,” and they express the hope that the increasc in membership 
during the coming season may be such as to justify the engage- 
ment of the King's Hall for all the concerts in future seasons, Mr. 
Lane (14, Durley Road, Stamford Hill, N.) will be glad to send 
proposal forms to any of our readers who wish to become members 
of the society. 


Berlin High-Speed Railway Tests,—HReuter reports 
from Berlin that further speed experiments on the electric railway 
at Zossen have resulted in a speed of nearly 114 miles an hour being 
attained. 


South African Notes.—Oar Johannesburg correspondent 
writes :— 

Telegraph reconstruction work has advanced beyond Haenerts- 
burg, and the work of completiog the line to Leysdorp is proceeding 
rapidly. Asthe line is expected to be completed to the latter place 
by the end of tha month, the re-opening of tbe system has been 
deferred to that date. | 

Potchefstroom.— The Potchefstroom Consumers’ Electric Light 
and Power Co. has commenced operations, Mr. Skirving, the 
resident magistrate, performing the ceremony of switching on the 
lights last. week. . 

Telephone Development.—The Postmaster-General desires, in the 
public interest, to call attention to the following matter:— 

* Ia many of the large buildings in course of erection and pro- 
jected in Johannesburg, it is probable that there will be a demand 
for a domestic telephone service—that is, а system of communi- 
cation from room to room within the building—with connections 
with the Government telephone system of the country.” The owners 
of such buildings should understand that the erection of telephones 
and telegraphs in the Transvaal is a Government monopoly, and they 
are cautioned against entering into contracts witb private firms for 
wiring such buildings for telephonic purposes without reference to the 
Postmaster-General, who is prepared to entertain applications for 
carrying out such work departmentally. Apart from the legal aspect of 
the question, it is obvious that serious inconvenience would be caused 
to the owners and occupiers of buildings if, after the installation of 
a ‘domestic’ service, it were fouad that it could not be connected 
with the public telephone service, owing toa different system having 
been provided." 

Natal Railways.—The Natal Government railways invite tenders 
for the erection of the whole equipment of the boiler house of 
the new electric power station at Durban, and also for the installa- 
tion of electric light at the Indian and Native Barracks, Greyville, 
Darban. ; 

Cradock.—The Town Council has received two tenders for the 
installation of electric light for the town as follows: — From Mesers. 
Harper at £400 per annum, and from the Pioneer Gas and Electric 
Light Co. at £500 per annum, the charge to consumers being the 
same in each case, viz., 13. per unit. 

Johannesburg. — The Johannesburg Municipality roquires the 
services of an assistant electrical engineer at a salary of £26 per 
month. 

Ladysmith Telephones. — The installation of the Ladysmith tele- 
phone system is now almost completed, 50 subscribers being 
provided for. The system is under Government control, the charges 
being £10 per annum for the first instrument installed on business 
premises, and £5 for each additional one. In private houses the 
instruments are connected for £5 per annum, this, however, not 
applying to the medical profession, who pay the same as business 
men. 


New Fusible Cut-out.—A patent specification recently 
о (No. 13,267, 1902) describes a fuse provided with a quick 
break, which may be of considerable utility. The principle is 
clearly shown in the adjoining illustration, which is a partial cross- 
section of a complete earthenware switch-fuse. It will be seen that 
the fuse-wire w is stretched over a bridge-piece B, and is fixed at one 
end to a terminal 11, at the other to a sliding block c, which is pulled by 
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Nox-AnCIxNd Fuss. 


a spiral spring 8 во as to keep the fuse-wire in tension. The other end 
of the spring is attached to the other main terminal T, thus com- 
pleting the circuit through the spring. When the fuse melts it will 
give way at the bridge-piece, and the ends will immediately be 
widely separated by the action of the spring, so as to break the arc. 
Various modifications of the principle are described in the specifica- 
tion. For example, provision is made for the admission of air 
through an aperture over the fuse-wire, the sliding block acting as 
a piston and producing a partial vacuum; but probably this voulu 
be prevented by the expansion of the heated air on the blowing uf 
the fuse. The passage of the current through the spring appears to 
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us to be an objection ; but this can be avoided, and the rinciple of 
the device is certainly sound. We have seena somewhat similar 
apparatus, the details of which have not, we believe, been published ; 
but the question of priorityimust be decided by others. 

The fuse isthe invention of Mr. W. P. Burke, of Grove House, 
Fcthard, Ireland, who is seeking a purchaser for the patent. 


. 4,000-kw. Parsons Turbine.—Messrs. Brown, Boveri 
and Co. have in hand for the Rhenish—Westpbalian electricity 
works a steam turbine coupled to a 5,000-kw. alternator and a 
1,500-xw. dynamo, the output of the turbine being therefore about 
7,000 kw. This will, therefore, be the largest steam-driven set in 
the world. The steam consumption is guaranteed not to exceed 
15:4 lbs. per xw.-hour, a record result, unless highly superheated 
steam is employed, and it is hoped that a still lower consumption 
will be! attained. The set will measurc 18 metres in length and less 
2 I m. in width and height. The turbine itself will be only 

m. long. ч 


The Co-operative Ironworks at Guise (France).— 
A pamphlet has recently been issued by the Labour Co-Partnership 
Association describing the Familistére ” at Guise, in France, which 
was founded by the late M. Godin, and has now been running success- 
fully for 20 years on co-partnership lines. The business consiste in 
the manufacture of light cast, wrought and enamelled iron goods, 
Buch as stoves and the like. The concern is a Société en simple 
Commandite," ie, a company in which the principle of limited 
liability covers all the shareholders except the managing director, 
and of which the proprietors at any moment are automatically the 
existing generation of workmen, clerks and officials. This curious 
arrangement was devised by M. Godin himself. He executed a 
dced handing over his factory to the men under a profit-sharing 
scheme, in which the profits took the form of shares, until, by 
retaining the cash (the actual profits) himself, M. Godin was bought 
out at the price agreed upon. The same principle is still main- 
tained according to seniority, tbe oldest shareholding hands being 
paid out in rotation, and new scrip being issued to such younger 
men as are entitled to it uninterruptedly. The employés, of whom 
there are about 1,600, are divided into four classes (men and women 
alike): Helpers, who come and go, participate only in insurance 
against illness and accident, and in pensions if necessary ; profit- 
sharers, who receive one share in the profits calculated on their 
wages; associates, who reccive one and a half shares; and partners, 
who take two shares each, and who now number some 300. A worker 
who can read and write and behaves well may become a profit- 
sharer in five years if he lives in the communal dwellings. A 
profit-sharer living outside the dwellings receives an associate's 
profit after 20 years. Profit-sharers and associates living inside 
receive partners’ profits after 20 years’ employment; but they have 
no voice in the control of the company until they have been elected 
actual partners. The profits divisible among the hands are not paid 
in cash, but as saving certificates," i.c, capital; and on the sum 80 
invested each man receives interest at the rate of 5 per cent. The 
concern is managed by a committee elected by a general meeting of 
the partners; it consiste of a general manager (chairman), works 
manager, commercial manager, several departmental managers, the 
chief accountant, and the house-steward, who is the head of the 
partnership dwellings, &c., together with three other committee 
men chosen annually ; while a second committee of supervision,” 
also elected by the partners, acts something like a standing board 
of auditors. The gross profiteevery year have first to meet depre- 
ciation of buildings and material; secondly, the various insurance 
funds; and, thirdly, the cost of educating the children of the 
hands, the remainder being net profit. Of this, 75 per cent. is 
awarded to wages and capital, being used .as a fund out of which to 
pay interest on the capital invested by the profit-sharers at the rate 
of б per cent. as stated above and to cover, at the rates previously 
given, dividends upon the wages of all the hands. The residual 25 
per cent. of the net profit is allotted to “ability,” i.e., 4 per cent. is 
given as salary to the managing director, 16 per cent. is divided among 
the committee of management, 2 per cent. among the committee of 
supervision, 1 per cent. is employed, if necessary, to maintain the 
children who have passed through the schools of the company in 
outside Government educational establishments, and the last 2 per 
cent. is left for the reward of useful inventions, &c. Blocks of flats 
are provided for the employés to live in, if they will, where the 
rent charged is low, and the accommcdation varied to suit families 
of all sizes; baths, wash-houses, co-operative shops, a public park, 
library, theatre, &c, forming part of the social side. The capital 
required to finance the shops is found by the society. The shops 
(like the park, &c.) are open to the public, and the hands are 
equally free to deal elsewhere. The profits of the shops are 
returned to the hands in credit notes against future purchases, and 
are approximately equal to the rents paid for the flats, Parents of 
children who live in the co-operative flats are under agreement to 
have them taught in the private schools or elsewhere till the 
end of their fourteenth year, and there is a créche in which infants 
of a few weeks old are received while the mothers are at the 
factory. All the expenses of the schools, parke, general cleaning of 
the dwellings, shops, &-., is borne by the society itself. А sick 
fund is provided by compulsory payment of 1:5 per cent. on the 
wages of all hands living in the flats, and of 1 per cent. on those 
of the men living elsewhere, the society then adding a sum equal to 
that paid in by all the hands. A pension and necessities fund is 
provided partly out of the gross profite at the rate of 3 per cent. on 
the wage bill, and partly from the retained profits not paid to the 
helpers. Sick pay and pensions are only given nominally at rates 
fixed on the wages taken; but in cases of urgent want the family is 
assisted temporarily out of the necessities fund. The society was 
Btarted in 1850, when the average daily wage of the hands was 
Зе. ód. ; in 1891 it had risen to 49. 344., and, with occasional 


fluctuations, it still rises. The annual wage bill is over £80,000 ; 

and since 1880 £180,000 has been distributed among the men over 

and above their salaries, while the capital invested has only been. 
paid to the extent of £16,000. Since 1880 also £72,000 (the 25 per 

cent. of the net profits) has been apportioned to "ability," the 4 

per cent. given to the managing director coming to between £443 

and £666 per annum. We cannot altogether consider this last sum 

а princely salary for а man who is responsible for the management 

of a factory employing 1,600 hands, more especially when we 

remember his unlimited pecuniary liability. 


The Philanthropy of Self-Help.—4An article bearing 
the above title, written by Mr. Louis Bell, Ph.D., appears in the 
September issue of Cassier's Magazine. The paper consists partly of 
Dr. Bell’s personal remarks upon certain aspects of the labour 
problem, and partly of adescription of the arrangements made for 
running a large engineering factory, near Philadelphia in the 
States, where conveying machinery is chiefly manufactured. Dr. 
Bell ably points out what intolerable nonsense is talked about “the 
good old times” and the superior workman of the past; for, as he 
says, the present day working man has many more wants than his 
ancestors, and is vastly better able to satisfy them in his domestic. 
and political affairs. Again, We instinctively think of artists like 
Cellini, happily forgetful of the countless hordes of bunglers who 
have wrought with clumsy hands abominations which have cumbered 
oblivion since the days of Tubal Cain." This line of argument, by 
the way, applies to many matters besides the imaginary workman 
of by-gone days, such asthe wealth of all Americans, the superiority 
1 their workshops, the perfection of German universities, and the 
like.“ 

Dr. Bell attributes the greater spread of the eight hours’ day 
movement here than in the States to the one or two hours’ 
work before breakfast characteristic of Great Britain; ‘Americans, 
he says, would be ripe for strikes or riot in a week if they were 
made to start without a meal. Certain it is that this early morning 
work is often very badly done, and much of the time is wasted. 
Referring to the factory of which he treats at length, Dr. Bell 
states that the hours have been reduced in two stages from 10 to 9, 
wages and piece-work rates remaining unchanged, the net result being 


‘that the labour cost per ton of output for ће 9-hour day was 15°5 


per cent. less than that during the 94-hour day, and 28 5 per cent. less 
than the cost during the 10-hour day. Та passing from 10to 9 


‘hours the men have gained 153 per cent. in the average rate per 


man-hour, or a net gain of about 5 per cent. in daily earnings. 
The manager firmly believes in the inequality of man, he adopts 
piecework as much as possible, and raises the basic piecework rate 


. when a certain minimum output is passed by each hand. 


Lunch rooms, insurance schemes, co-operative shops, and so on, he 
dismisses as “ soup-houee philanthropy,” and prefers to put his men 
in a position to look after themselves rather than to force his views 
of life and recreation upon them. The shop is now non-union, but 
some time ago it became affiliated. The manager took an early 
opportunity of asking whether the men had any grievances, to 
which they replied, * No!" He next inquired whether they would 
strike if called out in ay pathy by the union, to which they again 
replied, “No!” Then, said the manager, if you will not keep faith 
with your union by striking when ordered as you have promised, I 
cannot trust you to keep faith with me; and in order to maintain 
your self-respect, I shall see that you do strike." This branch of 
the union, according to. Dr. Bell, is now defanct. The same 
manager has put forward a very plausible theory to explain why 
the young workman joins a union, ascribing his action to a wish to 
be thought emancipated or grown up. A lad, made foreman, once 
asked him for a written certificate of his promotion, because his 
people at home always called him that boy!“ 


Northampton Institute.—The evening courses and 
classes in engineering, artistic crafts and other technological sub- 
jects at Clerkenwell will begin on Monday next, September 28th. 
The day courses in Engineering commence on Monday, October 
5th. The usual very complete syllabus, with illustrations of the 
various departments, has been issued by the Principal, Dr. R. 
Mullineux Walmsley. E 


London Traftic Commission,—It was announced last 
week that several members of the Royal Commission, including Sir 
David Barbour and Lord Ribblesdale, had left for America to make 
certain inquiries as to street railways and tramways in Boston and 
New York. Bir Francis Hopwood, who was to have accompanied 
them, was detained by pressure of official business. 


Radium.—The American Museum of Natural History 


. in New York City has received a quantity of radium which is not 


very large, but the radio-active power of which is second to none in 
that country. It was given, says an American Exchange, to the 
Museum by Mr. Edward D. Adams, whose immediate object is to 
enable George F. Kunz, the gem expert, and Dr. Charles Baskerville, 
of the University of North Carolina, to carry on some experiments 
with gems. Mr. Kunz is very much interested in discovering the 
properties of the new gem, Kunzite, which it is reported is very 
phosphorescent when exposed to the radium rays. A beginning has 
been made in the examination of the Bement-Morgan and Morgan- 
Tiffany collections of gems with the X rays and radium rays. A 
report of the results will soon be made in a apecial publication of 
the museum. The specimen of radium which hae been imported 
for the museum is of 300,000 rad io- activity. 


De hostibus nil nisi bonum, eo to вау. 
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Obituary.—In Moritz Immisch, who passed away 
suddenly last Sunday, the world has lost one of the earliest pioneers 
in the development of electric power. A born inventor, his restless 
mind teemed with ideas; but it is in connection with the 
" Immisch " motor his name is chiefly known, although the records 
of the patent offices of Europe and America prove him to have 
thought out more or less thoroughly many practical physical 
problems. Born and educated in Thuringia, graduating at a 
German university, Moritz Immisch made a special study of 
horology, and coming to London about 40 years ago, rapidly 
made a name among the chief watch and clock manufac- 


turers. He obtained in 1872 the Baroness Burdett-Coutt’s prize: 


for an essay on “The Balance Spring.” His talents, however, 
were not fully occupied in this limited work, and his experiments 
in electricity, magnetism and general physics soon attracted friends 
and capital. About 1880 he entered into a business partnerehi 
with the late Fritz Hubel, a fellow-countryman, and seve 
Englishmen found the necessary capital to extend the scope of his 
experiments. Small works were opened at Malden Crescent, Kentish 
Town, and the “ Immisch " motor was gradually evolved, and won 
medals at the Inventions Exhibition of 1885, tbe Antwerp Interna- 
tional Exposition of the same year, and at various subsequent exhibi- 
tions. From thence 6011891 the firm seemed on the high road to success. 
The works were full of poses orders for dynamos and motors for 
running plant, electric launches, &c. But costly attempts to foster 
electric traction led to financial disaster. The firm was ahead of 
the times, and after suffering various vicissitudes of fortune the 
Malden Works were closed, and Moritz Immisch retired from 
manufacturing work, appearing publicly only asa director of the 
Immisch Electric Launch Co., of which he was the founder. As 
an employer, his decease will be regretted by the many men who 
passed through the Malden Works, and who, scattered all over the 
world, wil think kindly of the large-hearted burly German, un- 
approachable to-day, yet ready to-morrow to appreciate merit and 
loyal services. Starting in a foreign country with no advantage 
other than his own ability, Moritz Immisch attained no small 
degree of success, and might have gone much farther but for the 
unfortunate death of his business partner, Fritz Hubel, in New 
York, about eight years ago. 


Superheater Tests. — We have received from Prof. 
Watkinson a sheet of tests of a superheater, showing a degree of 
superheat of 153:5? F. reduced to 131° F. at the engines 87 ft. dis- 
tant, thus showing an abnormally small drop in temperature of less 
than 1° F. per yard of steam pipe. We can scarcely agree that this 
small drop, even if correctly measured, can be explained on the 
assumption that it is due to the fact that all the steam has been 
superheated, and not simply a portion of it, which we are invited to 
believe would be the case if the drop were greater. How would it 
be possible at the outgoing of a superheater for a properly inserted 
thermometer to show a higher temperature than that proper to the 

mean steam flow? Surely when the many tubes of any class of 
superheater have delivered their contents to the common outgoer it 
is not to be contended that saturated and superheated steam are co- 
existing at that point, and even if they were, their mean tempera- 
ture would appear at the thermometer. The tests show that for 
. 1,313 lbs. of coal per hour, as against a previous consumption of 

1,324 lbe. the horse-power electrical is raised from 176:2 to 240:8—4a 
gain of 36°6 per cent. The steam per k. P.-hour is reduced from 
449 to 31:7 Iba, and coal from 751 to 5°45 lbs, which represent 
savings of 29°3 per cent.-of steam and 27 4 per cent. of coal. | 

Without dispating the possibility of the figures, it may be pointed 
out that 7:5 Ibs. of coal and 44:9 Ibs. of steam are very large values, 
but there is not a scrap of information as to how the E.H.P. was 
found. The figures are given as averages. What is the load factor? 
What duty were the dynamos performing? How was their output 
measured ? No one tc-day is likely to dispute the economy to 
be derived from superheat, but some of it, as probably in this case, 
is derived from evaporation of priminz water, and figures like those 
before us give colour to this presumption. 

Prof. Watkinson is quite correct in the fears he expresses in 
regard to the danger of flooding superheaterr. Superheaters should 
not require flooding to keep them from burning out, nor should 
they be exposed to the risk of sending forward red-hot steam to the 
engines. Unfortunately, cheapness of first cost is too much looked 
at. A superheater ought to bea piece of high-class boiler work, 
and it should contain its own elements of safety and control. 

Prof. Watkinson advocates independently-fired superheaters at 
sea with superheat of the steam initially and after each stage of 
expansion. A system of superheat suggested consists of a closed 
length of pipe with coils in the furnace or combustion chamber 
and in the steam pipe. This idea, however, is not new. Thwaite’s 
patent covers this arrangement. He suggested glycerine as the 
circulating fluid, but in a closed coil of small pipe. Why is not 
pure water good enough? It is satisfactory to see the present 
interest in superheat,and it is to be hoped tbat users of super- 
heaters will demand superheaters which will be free from troubles 
of burning out and of red-hot steam, and also out of reach of the 
necessity of flooding. 


Ferranti, Ltd.—Messrs. А. W. Tait and Arthur 
Whittaker, the joint receivers and managers, announce that it is 
their intention to continue the business without interruption, and 
all s supplied and work done under theirauthority will be paid 
for in the course, 


Telephones to Selgium. — The existing telephone 
service between London and Brussels is to be considerably extended 
on October 1at. 


Bond ү, The British Electric Street Tramways, Ltd. 
—In the Vacation Court on Wednesday, before Mr. Justice 
Bucknill, this case was mentioned. It was a motion to restrain the 
defendants from dealing with certain assets, but on an undertaking 
being given in the terms of the notice of motion, his Lordship 
directed the matter to stand over for a week to enable the evidence 
to be completed. | 


Appointments Vacant.—The Government of Lagos 
requires a superintendent of electric lighting (£400), and an 
assistant electrical engineer (£300); station superintendent for 
‘Motherwell (£117); draughtsman for Ilford Electricity Works 
(£100). Bee our advertisement pages to-day. | 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tue Bradford Electricity Committee received 70 applications for 
the post of electrical engineer vacated by Mr. R. A. Chattock. From 
these three were selected, as follows:—Mr. Blackman, of Poplar; 
Mr. D. Wilson, of Bankside station of the City Co.; and Mr. R. 5. 
Downe, of Southport. Mr. BLACKMAN was selected by a majority 
of the Committee. Н 

Coventry T.C. has appointed Mr. Locock, assistant mains superin- 
tendent, to succeed Mr. Sowter as mains superintendent. 

Mr. J. F. Млсаовтв, of Hampstead, has been appointed assistant 
electrical engineer at the Hull Corporation Electricity Works. 

Mr. Bastow has resigned the post of resident electrical engineer 
at Barnsley, and Mr. BARKER, assistant electrical engineer, has been 
appointed to succeed him at a salary of £225 a year, rising, after 

arch 31st, to £250. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


— 


Penarth Tramway Syndicate, Ltd. (78,569) — This company 
was registered on September 16th, with a capital of £3,000 in £.0 shares, to 
obtain a provisional order or Act of Parliament for the construction of tram- 
ways or light railways between Cardiff and Penarth, to cops'ruct, equip. main- 


` tain and work by electricity or otherwise such tramways or light railways, 


and to carry on the business of tramway, railway, omnibus and van proprietors, 
carriers of passengers and goods, electricians, mechanical engineers, suppliers 
of electricity for light, heat, motive power, or otherwise, accumulator, dynamo 
and motor manufacturers, &c. The first subscribers «each with 10 shares) 
are :—J. W. Pyman, Raithwaite, Penarth, shipowner; I. Vachell, Park House, 
Cardiff, solicitor; D. T. Alexander, Dinas Powis, surveyor; Н. Lewis, 21, 
Cathedral Road, Cardiff, engineer; Н. Cousins, 20, Queen Street, Cardiff, 
engineer; J. Cory, Sea View House, Penarth, shipowner; and P. J. Tatem, 
Pen-y-lan, Cardiff, shipowner. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than nine; the subscribers are 
to appoint the first; qualification, 10 shares; remuneration as fixed by the 
company. Registered office, 124, Bute Street, Cardiff. 


Manufaeturing Electric Co., Ltd. (78,568).—This company 
was registered on September 16th, with a capital of £6,000 in £1 shares (4,CC0 
preference) to carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in wires, 
cables and lines of all kinds, electricians, electric, mechanical, ras and general 
engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in all kinds of apparatus used in 
eonnection with the generation, distribution, supply, accamulation and employ- 
ment of electricity, kc. The first subscribers (each with one share) &re:— 
H. N. Paisley, 34 and 85, High Holborn, W.O., solicitor; Mrs. A. B. Andrews, 
2, Park Avenue, East Sheen ; W. D. Dri:coll, 12, Clement's Inn Passage, W.C., 
clerk; A. Cook, 165, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., electrical engineer; Н. 
Hunter, 814, Hythe Road, Thornton Heath, clerk; C. E. New, 62, George 
Street, Portman uare, W., architect; and H. L. Satow, 76, Clapton Common, 
N.E., gentleman. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to 
be less than two nor more than five; the first are not named. Registered 
office: 34 and 85, High Holborn, W.C. 


Whitehead Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (2,798).— This com- 
pany was registered in Dublin, on September 18th, with a capital of £10,000 in 
£1 shares, to carry on the business of an electric company in all its branches, to 
construct, lay down, establish, fix, and carryout ali necessary cables, wires, 
lines, lamps and works, and to generate, accumulate, distribute and supply 
electricity, to cities, towns, &c. The first subscribers are: J. T. Jarvis, 
M. I. C. E., 28, Victoria Street, S.W., 20:shares; W. B. Cownie, 31, Victoria 
Street, S.W., chartered sccountant, manager and secretary National Electric 
Wiring Co., Ltd., 50 shares; Ja M. McCalmont, M.P., 625, Lower St. James 
Court, S.W., 50 shares; D. McNeill, The Corran, Co. Antrim, solicitor, 60 
share; J. Magill, Whitehead, Co. Antrim, chartered accountant, 1 share; J. 
Moves, Whitehead, Со. Antrim, accountant, 1 share; and J. McLaughlin, 
Whitehead, Co. Antrim, 1 share. The number of directors is to be4; the first 
are Col. J. М. McCalmont and Col. D. McNeill (on behalf of the local share- 
holders), and J. T. Jarvis and W. B. Cowrie, as nominees of the National 
Electric Wiring Co., L:d.; qualification, 6€ shares; remuneration, £60 per 
annum, divisible. Registered office :--8, Garfleld Street, Belfast. 


The Electro-Post Railway Co.—In our issue of September 4th 
(p. 893) the name of this company was incorrectly given as the Klectrical Post 
Railway Co. | 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELEOTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


. U 
Chili Telephone Co., Ltd. (29,252).— This company s annual 
return was filed on August 8th, when 44,000 shares had been taken up out of 
a nominal capital of £260,000 in 50,000 shares of £5 each. £220,000 has been 
received, Mortgages and charges: £56,000, 
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Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Ltd. (62,214).— This company’s 
annual return was filed on September ith, when 7,846 preference and 10,725 
ordinary shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £22,500 in 10,000 
preference and 12,500 ordinary shares of £1 each. £1 per share has been called 
up on 7,846 preference and 725 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt of £3,571. 
oe is considered ав paid on 10,000 ordinary shares. Mortgages and charges: 
nil, 


South American Cable Co., Ltd. — This company’s annual 
return was filed on Avgust 24th, when 24,707 shares had been taken up out of a 
nominal capital of £500,000 in 50,000 shares of £10 each. £10 per share has 
been called up on 14,707, N the receipt of £147,070. £100,000 is con- 
sidered as paid on 10,000 shares, ortgages and charges: nil. 


E. Timmins & Sons, Ltd., electrical and general engineers, 
Runcorn (78,375).— A trust deed, dated August 26th, 1908, to secure £11,000 deben- 
tures, created same date, has been registered. Property charged: The com- 
pany's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital 
and certain freehold land, mills, buildings, &с., at Runcorn. Trustees: C. E. 
рр Aughton Springs, Ormskirk, Lanes. ; and A. E. Dickinson, J.P., Avening, 

iloucester. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles & Co., Lid., electricians, London 
(67,186).— Issue, on September 11th, 1908, of a debenture bond for £50, part of 
series created by resolution of December 8rd, 1901, and February 7th, 1902, to 
secure 46, 500, charged on the company's real and personal property, present 
and future, except uncalled capital. No trustees, Previously issued of same 
series: 26,175. 


McGuire Manufacturing (o., Ltd., electrical engineers, 
London.—A charge on the lease of Elton Fold Works, Bury (subject to mort- 
gage for £4,0C0), and all book debts and other moneys due, or to become due, 
to the company, securing £1,500 and 5 per cent. interest. has been registered. 
Holders: Electrio Equipment and Securities, Ltd., 130, Dashwood House, Old 
Broad Street, E.C. 


Fleetwood and District Electric Light and Power Syndicate, 


Ltd.--A mortgage or charge securing £350 and any further advances up to £760, 
created by the receiver for the debenture holders in pursuance of an Order of 
the Chancery Court, dated June 11th, 1803, has been registered. Property 
charged: All the undertaking and property of the syndicate, ranking in priority 
to trust deed of October 31st, 1609. Holders: W. C. Johnson, The Dignaries, 
Westcombe Park, Greenwich. 


White, Jacoby & Co., Ltd. (52,494).— This company's annual 
return was filed on September 17th, when 8,907 shares had been taken up out of 
a nominal capital ої £4,000 in 4,000 shares of £1 each. £1 per share has been 
called up on 850 shares, resulting in the reccipt of £850. 2,357 shares are con- 
sidered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges: £1,500. 


Sunbeam Lamp Co., Ltd. (25,498).— This company's annual 
return was filed on September 2nd, when 1,765 shares had been taken up out of 
а nominal capital of £25,000 in 2,500 shares of £10 each. £10 per share has 
been called up on 908 shares, resulting in the receipt of £9,080. £8,570 is con- 
sidered as paid on 857 shares. Mortgages and charges: £11,150. 


India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


(1,122 C).— This company's annual return was filed on August 17th, when 50,000 
shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £812,000 in 81,200 shares of 
£10 euch. £10 per share bas been called up and £500,000 has been received. 
Mortgages and charges: £300,000. 


—— 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Tux last returns of this Corpcration show 
Bolton that the excellent working of previous years 
Corporation is being maintained. The revenue bas not 
Electricity ^ increased by во large an amount as last year; 
Accounts. but, as the workirg expenses are only some 
£400 more, no great reduction in gross profit 
has resulted. From the tupply output returns of the past three 
years, it will be seen that tLe increase in private lighting unita 
shows a great falling off, and that public lighting (which, however, 
only comprises eight arcs) has taken lets energy tnan in 1902. The 
increased output, which is nearly up to last year’s increase, is made 
up largely of tramways and motive power supply, which, though it 
favours the excellent works costs here obtained, has also reduced the 
average price and gross revenue obtained. 


Private Public à Total works 
lighting. lamps. Tramways. — Motors. Total. cost per unit. 


1901...731,979 11,387 1,617,130 71,241 2,431,727 133 
1902 ... 905,928 17,467 1,999,040 197,674 3,120,709 96 
1903 ... 968,768 10,601 2,448,290 374,939 3,802,598 81 


The working expenses have now reached the very low figure of 
81d. per unit, a reduction in the fuel item from 44d. to ‘35d. per 
unit, and a decrease in wages having contributed to this result. 

The total capacity of plant installed amounts to 3,900 kw. The 
charges are: — For private lighting on the maximum demand 
system, 6d. and 3d., or a flat rate of 5d.; power, 24d. to 1d.; and 
traction, 1:44. per unit. Mr. A. A. Day is the borough electrical 
engineer, 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 


Year ending March 3lst— 1902. 1903. Irc. 
Total capital expended .. £180,258 £207,482 £27,224 
Namber of units sold ... .. 3, 120,709 3,802,598 681,889 
Equivalent number of 8c. p. 


lamps connected ... 7 90,057 116,323 26,266 
H.P. of motors connected s 351 925 574 
Maximum load in RW. 828 — 2,300 — 
Revenue Gross revenue... £29,800 £33,691 £3,891 

» expenditure £12,481 £12,884 £403 

Account 
i „ profit . . £17,319 420,807 43,488 
Private lighting ... 3:83d. 3 88d. 05d. 
gees Public, wwe 3904. 326d. — 644 
: Power supply... 135d. 125d. — 10d. 
obtained Traction ,, si га. ld. — '10d. 


REvENUR STATEMENT. 


1902. 1903. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unib. Ino. 
Sale of energy ... . . £28,384 2184. 432,057 202d. — 16d. 


Meter rents $a 502 04d. 596 04d. 004. 
Protit on fittings and 
rental of motors 914 07а. 1,038 07d. 00d. 


ED ee ee 


Gross re venue .. £29,800 2°29d. £33,691 2˙13d. —'l6d. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


1902. 1903. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Perunit, Inc. 
Coal oe we ee oe . £5,680 14d. £5,641 , *85d. —°09d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine-room | 
stores .. si ix va e" B03 *06d. 913 ода. *00d. 
Wages incurred in generation ава 


distribution .. ws КЕ T 2,508 20d. 2,475 ‘16d, — 08d. 
Repairs and maintenance of en- . 

gines, boilers, machinery, and 

buildings  .. x ба 2 


Works and distribution costs £10,466 *0d. £10,499 ‘65а. — 164. 
Rent, rates and taxes vs và 907 014. 1,059 074. *004. 
Management expenses, salaries of 

engineer and clerical! staff .. 730 06d, 898 08d. "00d. 
General establishment charges, 

atationery, printing, law and 

insurance. P “a bu 978 0d. 498 *03d. *00d. 


Total works cost.. .. £12,481 ‘96d. £12,884 ‘slid. — 15d. 


Та allocating the gross profit of £20,807, the department provides 
£5,687 for interest; £9,222 to depreciation, out of which, as in 
previous years, the sinking fund is taken ; £975 to reserve; £4,500 
in aid of the rates, and there remains a balance on the year's working 
carried forward of £423; makinga.total balance of £1,324 in hand. 
The total balance available for depreciation of buildings, plant, &c., 
amounts to £5,310. For purposes of comparison we give the usual 
profit statement, free from idiosyncrasies :— 


PROFIT ВТАТЕМЕНТ. 


1902. 1903. 
Interest on loans e .. £4,912 £5,687 
Sinking fund ... es oes 5,893 7,478 
Net profit on year 185 6,514 7,642 
Gross profit * £17,319 £20,807 


THE returns of the Walthamstow Electrical 

Walthamstow Department for the year ending March 31st 
U. D. C. Electrie last are well worth inspection, showing, as they 
Supply. do, that this borough has attained an enviable 
position among the local metropolitan under- 

takings in the matter of works coste. The following comparison 


will be of interest :— 
No. of units sold. Total works costs. Coal, &c. 


Walthamstow  ... 542,423 1:54d.* 42d. 
Hackaey ... 1,614,968 1:03d, 48d. 
Stepney 1,759,349 123d. 65d. 
Hammersmith 1.76, 839 200d. 70d. 
St. Pancras 4,205,050 1:880. 80d. 
Hampstead 2,592,475 223d. 109d. 


* Does not include cost of public lighting. 


The above figures need no comment, but it will be noticed that, 
in the matter of fuel cost, which plays such a prominent part in 
Metropolitan supply work, even Hackney's excellent record, with 
a much larger output, is beaten, and that in spite of the fact that 
the Walthamstow department pays 27e. per ton for fuel. 

The credit for these excellent results must be given to the West- 
inghouse gas engine plant, and to those who had the courage to 
brave popular engineering opinion (or prejudice ?) in adopting it. 

With the excellent prospect which the area holds out for motive 
power supply, and a tramway scheme on the way, Walthamstow 
stands an excellent chance of securing first place in the matter of 
works costs in the Metropolis and vicinity during the next few 
years. 

The charges are :—For private lighting, 44d. and 4d. per B. T. U., 
and public lighting, £7 108. per incandescent and £18 per arc per 
annum. For power, the charges are 210. to 14d. per unit. Mr. F. A. 
Wilkinson is the borough electrical engineer. 


GENERAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED Marcu 3187, 1903. 


Total capital expended ... si 825 . £76,447 
Number of units sold 
Private lighting i s iss . . 389,560 
Public lighting... dis "o я . . 152,863 
Total ai 63 (at ... 542,423 
Equivalent number of 8-P.c. lamps connected 31,000 
Number of public lamps - 89 arcs 652 inc. 
Maximum load ... me Е M . . 406 Kw. 
Gross revenue ie 2x .. £10,127 
Pelis e » expenditure ... a we £3,653 
f „ profit sae e £6,474 
Average price obtained, private lighting 2 4d. 


public lighting bos 4d. 
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REVENUE STATEMENT. 


Gross. Per unit, 
By sale of energy T 9885 РА ..  £&9,023 4:004. 
Meter rente, hire purchase sale and repairs of 
ap tus Е ее Vs aie 880 879 39d. 
Sundry к к ИР Кр EN M 225 104. 
i Total revenue .. £10,127 4494. 
Cost оғ PRODUCTION. 
Gross. Per unit, 
Coal and other fuel 928 s "S : £948 42d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores ТЯ 527 23d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 920 41d. 
Repairs and maintenance of engines and gene- 
rating plant, buildings, mains, &c. vee 279 12d. 
Works and distribution costs £2,674 118d. 
Attendance, repairs, &c., public lamps ... wis 173 074. 
Rent, rates and taxes  ... - sus 885 114 06d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer, 
and clerical staff ix dns ees ive 425 19d. 
General establishment charges, printing, 
stationery, insurance, &c. ... Же as 257 114. 
Total works costs . £3,653 161d. 
PROFIT STATEMENT. | 
Interest on loans bos ге . . £1,563 
Sinking fund ... 185 or 685 Em . 1,906 
Balance carried forward ... Te TT .. 39,005 
Gross profit £0,474 


The gross profit for the year amounted to £6,474, and after 
meeting financial charges, a balance of £2,005 remains, which, with 
£78 from the- previous year, makes a total of £3,083 carried forward. 


CITY NOTES. 


Yorkshire Electric Power Co. 


Тнк fret ordinary general meeting of this company was hold at the 
Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on September 22nd. Mr. Arthur G. 
Lupton was in the chair. The report and accounts were adopted. 
It was announced that the contractors were now in possession of the 
land for the first power station at Thornhill, and work on the 
buildings was being rapidly pushed on. Tenders had been accepted 
for 6,000 н.р. of generating plant together with the necessary 
equipment for transmission and distribution. The generators are to 
be of the latest type of Curtis steam turbines, and are to be built at 
the British Thomson-Houston works at Rugby. The company 
are now in a& position to negotiate for the supply of 
power within a radius of 10 miles of the first station, 
and power will be available in about 10 months’ time. Mr. 
W. B. Woodhouse, engineer in charge of the generating stations at 
Newcastle, and at Wallsend of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric 
Supply Co., bad been appointed resident engineer, and Mr. J. J. Н. 
Stansfield, secretary ; both of them were present, and would take 
up their duties early in October. The offices of the company are at 
Centra] Bank Chambers, Infirmary Strect, Leeds. The following 
gentlemen were elected directors:—Messre. Arthur G. Lupton, 
Robert 'Armitage, Arthur Currer Briggs, J. О. Callender, E. A. 
Carolan, Н. A. Earle, A. C. Embleton, W. P. J. Fawcus, Robt. 
Hudson and Sir Richard Mottram. 


Bury, Rochdale and Oldham Tramway Co. 


Tux report of the directors for the half-year ended January 31st 
last, to be submitted at the meeting at Manchester on the 25th 
inst., states that the accounts show a gross profit of £2,674. The 
directors propose to place £500 to reserve account against de- 
preciation, and £1,068 to debenture interest fund, which, with the 
sum of £37, balance brought forward, enables the payment of the 
fixed rate of 2 per cent. per annum, and leaves £92 to carry foi- 
ward. A dividend is paid of 5 per cent. per annum, and 
£238 is carried forward. The aggregate traffic receipts show 
& decrease as compared with the corresponding half of 1902. 
This is accounted for by the discontinuance of running over 
the leased lines in Oldham, and by the competition of tbe 
Rochdale Corporation's tramways. Repairs to permanent way 
have amounted to £2,516 against £2,507 in the corresponding pericd 
of last year, and have, as usual, been charged to revenue account. 
The two valuations of the company’s property mentioned in the last 
report were completed, and an attempt made to arrive at a price 
satisfactory to vendors and purchasers; but it was found im- 
practicable, and it will therefore be necessary to resort to 
arbitration. Notices to purchase under the Tramways Act, 1870, 
have been given by several of the local authorities for certain 
sections within their respective districts, and Sir Frederick Bram- 
well, Bart., has been appointed referee by the Board of Trade. An 


interim working agreement was desired by the local authorities, and 

a number of clauses called Heads of Agreement” were, after 
discussion, agreed upon and accepted in writing by both sides. The. 
authorities have since expressed a determination not to be bound by 

the heads of agreement; but the board are advised that a binding 
contract had been entered into, and should be carried out, unless 
an arrangement is mutually come to for modifying or cancelling it. 
They have taken, and will continue to take, such steps as they 
deem best to protect the company's interests both as regards the 
working agreement and the arbitration. 


Electricity Supply Co. for Spain, Ltd. 


Tue directors’ report, for the year 1902, says that the revenue has 
produced £31,936 15a. 8d., to which has to be added interest on 
deposits and transfer fees, making a total of £32,493 108. 9d. After 
deducting debenture interest, interest on loans, and all charges 
amounting to; £17,093 1s. 8d , and after putting aside £1,852 for 
redemption of debentures, there remains a surplus of £13,548 9s. 1d., 
which, :with the amount brought forward from last year, leaves a 
balance of £23,311 4s. 2d. 7 


After providing for the 5 p«r cent. dividend on the preference shares for the 
year 1901, amounting to £8.45, paid on February 27th last, the directors pro- 
pose to write off the sum of £13,145 ts. 4d., thus entirely extinguishing the sus- 
pense account. ard to carry forward the sum of 4500 178. 10d. In view of the 
arrangement referred to below, recently concluded for the total redemption of 
the first mortgage and B" mortgage debentures in eight years, the directors 
do not recommend any dividend on the preference shares for this year, it being 
thought advisable to accumulate & reserve against any unforeseen contingency, 
such as afurther drop in the Exchange. For this reason, the directors have, 
after consultation with some of the largest sharehol ders, decided to devote 
nearly the whole of the year's protits to replacing capital not represented by 
available assets, ‘The shareholders may be congratulated on the greatly 
improved position of the company, which bas enabled the directors to wipe out 
in two years, instead of in tive, as originally contemplated, the whole of the 
deticiency of £19,015 on capital account as ascertained at the time of leasing the 
company's undertaking. In addition to this, the sum of £1,852 has been set 
aside for the redemption of debentures, The first mortgage debentures for 
£75,000 and the £11.30C°* B"' debentures fell due for repayment on July Ist, 
1903, The state of the money market during the early part of the year rendered 
it inadvisable to negotiate with the holders of these two series of bonds for their 
conversion into 5 per cent. consolidated debentures. The directors, therefore, 
decided that it would be better tonirange for the extension of the first and 
“ B” mortgage debentures for a further period of eight years, during which 
time the whole amount would be paid off by annual drawings. & bonus of 3 per 
cent. was oficred to the holders agreeing to renew their bonds, and an arrange- 
ment was made with a responsible guarantor to take up and extend the holdings 
ot those who refused. ‘The scheme has been successfully carried through, and 
signed azrecments have been executed in respect of the whole of the first and 
"B" mortgage debentures. As the company will be able practically to meet 
out of its income the whole of the charge for the interest and redemption of its 
dabenture debt, the company is in а very much stronger position than it has 
ever enjoyed to date. It is evident that as soon as the two series of debentures 
have been paid off, the position of the shareholders will be immensely improved, 
as the sum available for dividend each yeur will be largely increased. Ine cost 
of carrying through the extension will appear in the 1903 accounts. Practically 
all the accounts owiny to the company in -Madrid have now been collected, and 
it is considered that ample provision has been made for any loss in those still 
outstanding. 


— — — — À— — ———— 


Central London Railway Co. 


AN extraordinary meeting of this company was held last Friday at 
the company’s offices in High Holborn. Sir Henry Oakley presided. 
He said that the ordinary capital was £2,850,000 in shares, and they 
had powers under two separate Acts of 1901 and 1902 to raise 
£150,000 share capital by each of those Acts. These Bills had been 
submitted to the shareholders, and. the board were authorised to 
create the capital and to dispose of it from time to time, according 
to the requirements of the company, on the best terms they could 
obtain. At their meeting in February, he explained that the 
capital was in debt to the amount of £103,000, and that in the 
course of this half-year it would be necessary for the company to 
raise some of it in order to carry on their business and to pay their 
dividend. The capital was now all created in shares. The directors 
had sold £150,000, but as the whole of the ordinary share capital 
was now stock, and no longer shares, it was necessary that this 
£150,000 should be placed in the same category. The resolutions 
passed were as followa:— 

That pursuant to the powers conferred upon the company by the Companies’ 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, the 15,000 shares of £10 each created and 
issued under the company's Act of 1901, all fully paid up, be converted or 
consolidated into ordinary stock, to be divided amongst the shareholders 
according to their respective interests therein, "That the directors be and they 
are hereby authorised to raise £1£0,000 additional capital authorised by the 
company's Act of 1902, by the creation and issue of ordinary stock instead of 


by the creation and issue of new shares, as provided in the resolution passed at 
the extraordinary meeting held on the 4th day of February, 190J. 


Chloride Electrical Storage Co. 


Tux annual general meeting of this company was held at Clifton 
Junction, near Manchester, on Wednesday, 16th inst. The following 
account of the proceedings has been sent to us :— 

The chairman, Mr. BANRIST EH, in moving the adoption of the 
report and balance-sheet, considered that the balance-shect was 
clear evidence of the prosperity of the company, and stated that 
the company had not alone increased their business during the year, 
but had also increased their profits and their favour with the public. 
Comparing the assets with the liabilities, the balance-sheet presented 
a very healthy appearance. 

The vice-chairman, Dr. Hopkinson, in seconding the adoption of 
the report and balance-sheet, took occasion to refer to the interest 
which the Electric Storage Battery Co., of Philadelphia, had, during 
the year under consideration, acquired in the company. He did 
not wish any of the shareholders to have any other impression than 
that this move was entirely in their interests, and he had little 
doubt it would be greatly to their ad vantage in the future. It was 
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not an example of the American invasion of England, but an example 
of American co-operation with England, which oould not but produos 
the greatest ad vantage. 

Mr. HERBERT LLovp, who is a director of the company, and 
pretident of the Electric Storage Battery Co., of Philadelphia, 
pointed out that he was an Englishman born and bred; that the 
other director, who resided in America, was also an Englishman 
born and bred ; and that this company was not run by Americans, 
but by Englishmen. It was he who had invaded America 20 years 
ago, and now came back with the experience of those 20 years to 
give the mother country the benefit of it. He stated that the 
Electric Storage Battery Co. in America did business last year to 
the extent of about £800,000 and made a profit of nearly £250,000, 
and that he expected the turnover of the present year would come 
to approximately £1,000,000. He hoped to see this company, by 
the adoption of their metbods, largely increase its turnover, 
especially in the line of central station work. There was not а 
development which came out in America, which his company did 
not take up, and he considered that they should be looked upon 
rather as philanthropiets, that, for the small interest they had here, 
they should give an English company во much. 

Sir Bache Cunard was appointed a director of the company. A 
dividend at the rate of 6 per cent, less income-tax, on the pre- 
ference shares, and of 8 per cent., free of income-tax, on the ordinary 
. shares was declared. 

The shareholders took the opportunity afforded them of going 
through the commodious and up-to-date offices which have been put 
up during the past year, and through the works, where they viewed 
with interest the manufacture of the famous “Exide " batteries for 
which the company has recently equipped itself. These batteries 
have, by several years’ work in the United States, proved their 
superiority over all other forms of batteries for motor-car and other 
work, whose lightness is a specially desirable feature. The meeting 
terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors, and 
to the mafíager and staff. А 


Dick, Kerr & Co. 


Тнв directors’ report for the year ended at June 30th shows that the 
profits amounted to £110,449. A dividend of 10 per cent. and a 
bonus of 5 per cent. are declared on the ordinary share capital, and 
£35,544 is carried forward. The directors consider the result 
of the 12 months’ trading satisfactory, and state that the 
prospects for the current year show every indication of good 
results. The company has completed during the year under 
review many important contracts at home and abroad, and is still 
busily engaged in the execution of further large contracte, Since 
the last report was issued, the acquisition of the English Electric 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., works in Preston has been completed, and 
the works are fully employed in the production of machinery for 
various contracts. Out of the dividends by tbe English Electric 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., on March 31st, 1903, the sum of £30,000 
has been carried direct to tbe credit of the reserve fund set aside 
under the provisions of the trust deed securing the debentures, 


Stock Exchange Notices. — The Committee has 
appointed Tuesday September 29th, a special settling day in:— 
Metropolitan Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Further issue of 185,984 
5 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid, 
Nos. 814,017 to 1,000,000. The Committee has also ordered the 
under-mentioned securities to be quoted in the Official List :— 
Eastern Extension, Australasia and China Telegraph Co., Ltd.— 
Further issue of £282,400 4 per cent. mortgage debenture stock. 
Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Further issue of £302,169 4 per cent. 
mortgage debenture stock. Metropolitan Electric Tramways, Ltd. 
Further issue of 185,084 5 per cent. cumulative preference shares 
of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 814,017 to 1,000,000. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Co.—The board has decided 
to pay,in addition to the dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum on the preference shares, an interim dividend at the rate of 
4 per cent., free of income-tax, on the ordinary shares, both for the 
half- year ended June 30th, 1903, and payable on October 1st next. 


Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. Ltd.— The 
directors have declared an interim dividend for the half-year ended 
June 30th last, at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum. 


Direct West India Cable Co.— The directors have 
declared a further dividend of 3 per cent., making 6 per cent. for 
the year ended June 30th last. 


Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co.—The directors 
rccommend a further dividend of 24 per cent., making 5 per cent. 
for the year ended June 30th, leaving £744 to be carried forward. 


Evered & Co, Ltd.—The directors have declared an 
interim dividend at the rate of 74 per cent. per annum for the half- 
year ended June 30th last. 


Move Electric Lighting Co.— The directors recently 
declared an interim dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum 
for the half-year ended June 30th last. 


Folkestone Electricity Supply Co.—The directors 
have declared an interim dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. per 
annum in respect of the half-year ended June 30th last on the 
ordinary shares. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

For once in a way it may be said that the Stock Exchange is 
probably doing more business for investors than for speculators. 
Indeed, the gambling departments are all but dead; and since 
Capel Court is chiefly dependent upon speculation for its bread-and- 
butter, the cry of the average member waxes very bitter. For even 
the investment orders that reach the markets are few and far 
between. What inducement is there for people ‘to disturb money 
that they have on deposit at the banks, in view of tbe bank rate 
that may have already been advanced before these lines are read ? 
As usual, however, there isa fair amount doing in the electrical 
sections, and the Telegraph market, in particular, is being 
ransacked for cheap gilt-edged securities. 

Rises of a point have been secured by Direct Spanish 44 per cent. 
Debentures, Eastern Telegraph 4 per cent. Debenture stock, and 
Eastern and South African 4 per cent. mortgage Debenture. 
Singularly enough, Direct West India 44 per cent. Debenture has 
declined a point. The Anglo-American Telegraph group is a little 
easier, although the Preferred remains quotably unchanged. Sub- 


‘marine Cables Trust certificates have been dealt in at 118. A 


further 3 per cent. dividend, making 6 per cent. for the year, is 
announced on Direct West India Cable shares. Direct Spanish 
shares ага to receive 4 per cent.,and there is no change in the 
price. : | 

Electric railway and traction varieties are steady where other 
things keep dull. Central London Deferred has recovered part of 
its last week's fall, and we observe that one of the fashionable 
Society papers is adopting the line qgsumed in these columns that 
the stock will get its full 4 per cent. dividend, and that the price 
should go better by degrees. In markets like the present, how- 
ever, it would appear as though nothing could rise, and the return 
of public confidence will be in no wise hastened by the political 
turmoil that has fallen upon the country. Metropolitans are 83 and 
Districts 33, while Waterloo and City is a shade lower than the 
official price might seem to indicate. In the prior cbarge list 
Central London 4 per cent. Debenture stock is changing hands 
batween 115 aud 116. East London Ordinary has dropped 1 to 5. 

Calcutta Tramways are a little harder at 7 middle, and the 
Debenture stock stands at 108. British Electric Tractions are 
uninteresting, and Potteries keep about 94 and 9 for the Ordinary 
and Preference shares respectively. Anglo-Argentine Trams at 42 
have disregarded the dividend of 2s. 6d. per share just declared. 

In making a small Debenture issue, the Balawayo Waterworks 
Co., Ltd., draws attention to its electric lighting business, and 
remarks that its electric light mains are laid throvghout the town 
and suburban township for a length of 80 miles, and the light is 
sold at varying prices from 1e. 54. to 23. per unit. The company, 
whose principal business is, of course, concerned with the water- 
works, is offering £60,000 of 6 per cent. Debentures at par. 

St. James's and Pall Mall Ordinary sbares came on offer the other 
day, and the price has been accordingly marked down 1. Beyond this 
the supply market has no change to show, and it is becoming quite in 
the ordinary course of events for this section to have no more than 
one or two changes on the week. The new Metropolitan Preference, 
now admitted to quotation in the Official List, are called 33—33 for 
the £3 paid shares. The German Incandescent Gas Co. report 
complains that the osmium electric lamp is still far from fulfilling 
expectations, but the concern manages to pay a 9 per cent. dividend. 
Preference shareholders in the Electricity Supply Co. for Spain are 
somewhat disgusted af having to forego their dividend, and the 
meeting next Wednesday, September 30tb, will give the directors a 
chance of saying what prospects there are for payment of the next 
one. 

The Babcock & Wilcox interim dividend at the rate of 14 per cent. 
per annum has failed to exercise any effect upon the price of the 
shares, which still sticks at 3. Henleys have hardened 108., and 
Electric Constructions are 4 up, while the improvement in the 
former brought about a one-point advance in the Debenture 
stock. Industrials, on the whole, seem content to merely 
mark time. London Electric Preferences are à up. National 
Telephone Deferred stock is a point down, although the fact becomes 
increasingly patent that the Post Office telephone service is almost, 
if not quite, as bad as that of the company. No official informa- 
tion is yet available with regard to the accuracy of the rumour, which 
declared that the tariff for telephoning to Paris is to be reduced 50 


per cent. 


Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.—The directors have declared an 
interim dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 14 per cent. 
per annum. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. ў 
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THE GAS ENGINE AND ITS FUTURE. 
(Concluded from page. 478.) 


FIELDING Gas ENGINE. 


The * Fielding ” gas engines, manufactured by Messrs. 
Fielding & Platt, Ltd., Gloucester, are of the horizontal and 
vertical types. The horizontal single-cylinder engines are 
made in powers up to 300 B H.P., while the vertical four- 
cylinder engines are capable of developing up to 750 B. H. p. 


DPE Cmm 
б 3 “Дд im... 
a S I m Wem 
^ > ча. * - 


n 
ө <, 


a ЧЫН 


4 
^a. 


Аг 
Í 
Е b 
Ас 
a A 
eo 
^w s 


б UNES КЕ 
тар 


—. 
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with retort gas, with a maximum piston speed of 900 ft. per 
minute. With the four-cylinder engines the supply of gas 
and air is controlled by a piston valve actuated by the 
governor, which cuts off the gas and air proportionately. 
The cycle in both the horizoutal and vertical engines is the 
Otto four-cycle. 

The vertical multi-cylinder engines, having enclosed crank 
chambers, are largely self-lubricating, while owing to their 
efficient balancing, vibration is reduced to a minimum. 

This firm supplies the gas-producer plant, as well as a 
“ self-starter” on a patented principle, so that it is pre- 
pared to undertake complete installations for the driving of 
dynamos. 

Fig. 1 shows the single cylinder 
horizontal type up to 300 B. H. P., while 
fig. 2 illustrates the four-cylinder vertical 
type up to 750 B. H. P. p 


From the numerous examples now on 
the market, it will be noticed that the 
Otto four-cycle type is stil] mostly pre- 
ferred, and a study of the different 
engines described will give the explanation. 
Engines built on the Otto four-cycle 
principle are capable of giving a thermal 
efficiency of from 25 to 30 per cent. ; 
bat it will be noticed that the two 
strokes in which there is no pressure 
in the cylinder ,., the operations of 
discharging tbe products of combustion 
and drawing in the new charge — are per- 
formed by the movements of heavy 
machinery — viz, the trunk piston, 
connecting rod, &c. Where the cyclic 
regularity is not of great importance, 
this type of engine gives very satisfactory 
results, as large cylinder area can be 
adopted with the maximum of simpli- 
city in regard to the details of the 
machine. However, the necessity for a ; 
minimum of cyclic irregularity associated with a8 com- 
pact an engine as possible, has induced gas engine builders 
to carry out the two almost non-presure strokes in 
separate cylinders, so as to bring down the first cost of 
the machine. | 

To obtain the necessary cyclic regularity required for 
driving alternators, two methods sr: ор :n—either to have a 
number of cylinders grouped rourd the crankshaft, so that 
the impulses are frequent, or to increase the number of 
impulses in the cylinder employed. 


The first method entails a considerable capital outlay, so 
that the two-cycle engine has been resorted to by some 
makers. The Otto four-cycle principle does not require the 
gas to be delivered to the engine under any considerable 
pressure, во that the risk of gas leakage is reduced to a 
minimum ; the two-cycle and other methods, which depend 
upon the gas being delivered under pressure to the main . 
cylinder, increase tbe liability to the Jeskege of a highly 
poisonous gas, not readily detected by smell. However, it 
roust be pointed out that there is not any great possibility 
of a serious leak occurring. | | 

Those systems which deliver the gas under pressure to 
the main cylinder while tbe exhaust valve is open, or, as it 
might better be expressed, before tbe exhaust valve has 
closed, are liable to permit a portion of the gas to escape 
through the exhaust valve, but as the gaseous fuel is so low 
in value compared with natural or retort gas, the 
improvement in the regular running of the engine counter- 
balances this defect. 

As will have been noted, some makers prefer to retain 
the Otto four-cycle, bat make the cylinders double-acting. 

While the large gas engine has been developed by British 
and Continental engineers, we have a further instance of the 
great enterprise of Americans when they are convinced that 
they have got hold of a good thing. We refer to the instal- 
lation of gas engines at the works of the Lackawanna Steel 
Co., at Buffalo. 

Though the Westinghouse Machine Co. only completed 
the first large gas engine in that country in 1899, which 
was one of 650 H.P., the Lackawanna Co. have already 
started the first of eight 1,000-н р. Körting gas engines, 
which are to be driven by blast furnace gas, and used for 
driving electric generators direct coupled ; the complete 
installation includes 16 2,000-H.P. blast furnace gas engines 
of the same type, but these are to be used for blowing pur- 
poses. A description of the engines appeared in Machinery, 
January, 1903. These are by no means the only gas engines 
of large power now in operation or building in the United 
States, as engines of 1,000 or more H.P. have been made 
by the Snow Steam Pump Works, Buffalo, the De La 
Vergne Refrigerating Machine Co., New York, the Westing- 
house Machine Co., and others ; our object in quoting these 
large installations is to indicate the confidence the gas 
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engine is inspiring in its economical, satisfactory, and reli- 
able qualities, developed in the short space of a few years. 

We give below the dates of some of our issues which have 
included articles relating to this subject :— 


“The Utilisation of Blast-Furnace Gas in the Generation of 
Electricity,” December 15th and 22nd, 1899. f 

“The Utilisation of High Furnace Gases for Power in Gas 
Engines,” December 29th, 1899. 

" The Utilisation of Blast-Furnace Gas for the Development of 
Power by Gas Engines,” April 27th, 1900. 

" Blast Furnace Gas Power Installation, December 14th, 1900. 
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~ “Practical Considerations Involved in the Generation of Power 
by Blast-Furnace Gas,” December, 1900. 


Power Gas and Large Gas Engines," January 25th, February lat, 
and February 15th, 1901. 


The Dynamo as an Adjunct to the Blast Furnace," January 3rd, 
1902. 


“ Motive Power from Blast-Furnace Gases." January 17th, 1902. 

* Electric Power from Blast-Furnace Gas," September 12th, 1902. 
“ Blast-Furnace Gas Power," September 12th, 1902. 

“A Study of Power Gas,” October 31st, 1902. 


“ Recent Progress in Large Gas Engines," October 24th, 31st, and 
November 14th, 21st, 1902. 


“ (as Engines for Central Stations,” December 19th, 1902. 
"'The Use of Blast-Furnace Gas in Gas Engines," January 29th, 
1903. 


The following articles on modern gàs engine installations 
have appeared in our issues :— | 


“Northwich Electricity Works," February 1st, 1901. 
" Walthamstow Electricity Works," October 18ta, 1901. 


We may also mention a paper on— 


“ Ignition and Ignition Gears for Internal Combustion Engines,” 
by H. Mensforth, before the Sheffield Engineering Society, Mechani- 
cal World, May 9th, 1902. | 

Ав indicating the dimensions of large gas engines, we 
give the following table, but of course there are other 
more important considerations entering into the question of 
the driving of alternators, &c. :— . 


CompaRaTIVE WEIGHTS OF Gas ENGINES.* 


Approximate Approximate | Approximate 
Type. B.H.P. ìl length) „ overall ight includ- 
Lai d feet.” | рай ш | ing fly-wheel, 
Korting ... TT | 400 30 18 | 50 tons 
Gasmotoren- | 
Fabrik Deutz 500 44 184 | | 119 „ 
Cockerill single | , 
Su | 600 = | = | 125 „ 
Körting eae eee | 700 | 41 | 23 i 127 9? 
оозе es | 1,000 - 49 | 29 , 190 „, 


* R. M. Neilson, the Mechanical World, March 6th, 1903. , 
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THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF LIFE- 
GUARDS AND BRAKES. 


THE tramways engineer in England finds that between the 
inventors of lifeguards, dry seats and trolley heads, he has 
quite enough to occupy him without attending to his ordinary 
work ; and, going to the Tramways Exhibition, he finds that 
he has to walk warily to avoid being snapped up by some 
new lifeguard in operation. Altogether he is sick of them. 

Not so the three tramway authorities of Dresden. Pub- 
licity was given recently to their offer of prizes for the best 
guards sent tothem. The German lifeguard inventor must 
be a modest and retiring individual. In England no prize 
is. required to drag the genius from his den; in fact, it 
seems to some of us that a prize should be given to the man 
who invents the least number of lifeguards in any year. 

Dresden called the whirlwind, and it duly arrived with 
454 models and drawings! After all, if one must have a 
surfeit of any device, it is better to have it all at once, and 
then to ban it for ever. Out of that multitude of models 
and drawings, seven only were selected by the jury as worth 
considering. Our experience led us to anticipate that result, 
and we manifested no astonishment when we read in the 
Engineer, that in those seven were embodied no new ideas. 
Certainly, the Dresden jury of engineers and managers have 
had their surfeit, for they arrived at the conclusion that the 
lifeguard is of secondary importance to a powerful and 
reliable brake in the hands of a well-trained driver, while 
they desire to see the under-side of the platform cleared of 
all parts that are low enough to strike any unfortunate who 
has fallen in front of the car. That is one of the suggeations 
lately made by the Board of Trade, and a good one it is, 
although it may be an expensive matter to make the neces- 
sary alterations on the older cars, as it involves exchanging 
the fixed step for a folding step interlocked with the gate, 
which will hardly be done on any but cars yet to be built, 
and not then, unless the Board of Trade inspectors frown 
very heavily. 

Of course, the Dresden people are quite right in making 


the strongest point of a powerful and well-applied brake, 
but there are, alas, too many cases in which the most perfect 
brake, controlled by an ideal motorman, would be useless 


alone to prevent personal injury. In such cases the safety 


of the individual under the platform must depend on the 
efficiency of the lifeguard, and, as everyone knows, it is 
possible to make or to buy quite cheaply a guard of the 
trigger, or advance gate type, which is as certain in operation 
as any guard is ever likely to be. For about £4 per car the 
guard we have in mind can be made and fitted, without 
enriching any of the myriad inventors, who have mostly 
succeeded in patenting the same things. As it works well 
under hard tramway conditions, it is, of course, simple in 
construction. If set correctly (having due regard to any 
abnormal inequalities of surface on the route over which it 
will pass), and if examined occasionally, iike any other part 
of the mechanism of a car, its action is prompt and certain, 
and the cost of upkeep—so heavy with many of the guards 
on the market—is small. All this is interesting if you - 
must have a trigger-guard, but, to our minds, the Liverpool 
plough-guard fulfils the essential conditions as no other 
guard does at the present time. 
As tending to bear out the statement that better braking 
appliances, and highly trained men, must necessarily be fol- 
lowed by a decreased casualty list, the records of the Asso- 
ciation of German Tramway and ‘Secondary Railway 
Administrations for last year show-—as quoted by the 
Engineer—that although the number of tramway enterprises 
included in the return has risen from 110 in 1901 to 117 
in 1902, the car-kilometres run have increased by 22 millions, 
and the passengers carried have increased by 29 millions, the 
serious accidents have decreased from 703 in 1901 to 636 
in 1902, the reduction being made chiefly in fatal accidents. 
It may be that as the number of cars in the streets increases, 
80 the foot-passenger becomes more cautious, and children 
are more carefully watched and specially warned of the 
danger of playing near tramlines, in which case we should 
not look for accidents to increase in the same ratio as the 
increase of traffic; but we are inclined to agree with the 
Association that the best part of the reduction can be 


assigned to brakes and brakesmen. 


No English line can hope to make a similar reduction in 
its casualties unless the men, first of all, are picked ; then, 
trained as carefully as the importance of their duties demands 
and, finally, held with a firm grip of discipline while they 
are in the service. 


SOUTHPORT ONE-MAN ELECTRIC CAR. 


SouTHPORT has lately become quite as famous in the tram- 
way world with its “one-man” car as Devonport with its 
automatic regenerative control, which returns energy to the 
line in descending hills. | 

The keenest interest is taken in the new “demi” ог 
© one-man " car, which, during the last few: weeks, has been 
undergoing its trial and Board of Trade inspection at South- 
port, both of which have now been brought to a succezsful 
close. 

The population of Southport and Birkdale is 61,000, and 
the tramways cover 17 miles of route, equal to 8,600 of 
population per mile; nevertheless, last year the Southport 
Tramway Co. made а loss of £2,000, and the Corporation a 
loss of £1,200. This may be due to the fact that the case 
of Southport is peculiar, and requires peculiar remedies. 
Time is not valuable to the majority of the residents in 
Southport, so many people walk for exercise, and save their 
pennies, The result is that the luxurious electric cars may 
at some times be seen running with only three or four 
passengers. | 

To get over this difficulty, Ше “ one- man car, to which 
we have called attention lately, has been designed by Mr. 
J. S. Raworth, the chairman of tne Southport Tramways 
Co., for use on lines which at certain periods of the day or 
year cannot support the comparatively high working 
expenses of a full-sized car. It weighs about 44 tons, has 
seating capacity for 20 passengers, and is fitted with hand 
and electric brakes and brush lifeguards. 

It is constructed so that one man (the driver) can 
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perform all the duties necessary for working the car, thus 
dispensing with the conductor’s services. Passengers enter 
by the driver's platform, and put their fares in а box. The 
rear step is folded up and locked by the gate. 

Between the part of the platform occupied by the driver, 
and the entrance to the body of the car, is a bar, which, on 
being lifted to admit passengers, temporarily cuts off the 
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u Onn-Man " ELECTBIO CAR. 


current, or in the event of the driver becoming incapacitated, 
and anyone going to his assistance, the lifting of the bar 
stops the car. 

The car cannot be started until the gate is closed. 

'The controller handle moves with the force of one finger, 
and every position of the handle agrees with a certain speed 
of the car. The forward position gives full speed, and the 
backward position, no speed. Therefore, to stop the car it 
is necessary only to pull beck the handle. 

The equipment consists of one Brush 800 C motor, the 
fields of which bave been specially wound to suit the 
control, which is on the regenerative system. Although the 
line at Southport is practically level, this system of control 


PLAN or ONE-MAN ' CAB. 

has been adopted on account of the ease end perfection of 
manipulation which it affords. The range of speel varies 
from 4 to 17 rhiles an hour. 

At each end of the car is a smoking compartment, where 
three persons can sit. 

From a large number of trial runs the mean consumption 
of energy as measured on the car, appears to be 0:28 unit 
per car-mile. "This energy coneumption is not exceptional, 
considering that the present large cars of the company 
(carrying 56 passengers) absorb only 55 unit per car-mile. 

The actual ruoning cost per car-mile of the car is 
estimated as follows :— 


Energy, 0°28 unit at 2d. = 0°56d. 
Labour, one man at 1d. = 1004. 
irs ‘ies м = 70d. 
2:26d. 


It will therefore be seen that this car will enable a com- 
pany to run a much more frequent service on lines which at 
present can hardly maintain a 15 or 20 minutes’ service, 
and will bring the benefits of electric traction to Some 
districts which without it could not profitably be served. 

{t has been estimated that the use of these cars during 
the slack periods of the day and year would go a long 
way toward converting the losses of last year into 


profits for both the Southport company and їе Oor- 
poration. 

Fig. 1 is a plan showing the general arrangement of 
seating accommodation, locking gear, &c. ; fig. 2 is from a 
photograph of the car. | 


NE 
MOTOR-GENERATORS AND ROTARY 
CONVERTERS. 

By Н. М. HOBART. 


A SYNCHRONOUS motor in a sub-station will, of course, have 
the same percentage speed regulation as the central station 
generators from which it is supplied. Consequently a 
continuous current generator directly driven by it, is in all 
respects the equivalent of а continuous current generator direct 


- connected to an engine with this percentage speed regulation.’ 


It may be shunt-wound, or it may be compounded for 


constant terminal voltage at all loads, or for a voltage 


increasing with the load. The amount of loss in the high- 
tension transmission line has no influence upon its operation. 
One may, and in long-distance transmissions must, from 
economical considerations, have 20 per cent. voltage drop, or 
even higher, in the high tension line, and yet may have just 
as perfect voltage regulation at the commutator of the 
continuous current generator as could be obtained with 
5 per cent. drop or less. Thus, in a case where motor- 
generators are employed, one will expend just so much for 
transmission cables as to obtain maximum economy when 
estimated on the basis of the interest on this capital outlay 
for cables and the cost of producing the energy dissipated 
in the transmission line. But when rotary converters are 
used, it becomes practically impossible to obtain satis- 
factory automatic control of the commutator voltage with 
more than from 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. resistance drop in 
the high-tension line, and a thoroughly excellent result is 
only to be obtained by a very low resistance drop. Hence a 
successful plant with rotary converters in the sub-stations 
only becomes economically possible where the length of 
transmission is not great, or where a higher voltage is 
employed for transmission than would be required for the 
operation of motor-generators. Although these considera- 


tions have not heretofore been so prominently emphasised in 


comparing the two systems, they corroborate the generally 
accepted view that the uee of rotary converters is attended 
with higher efficiency in operation than is the case where 
motor-generators are used. But they are at variance with 
another generally accepted conclusion, namely, that a lesser 
first cost may be attained by the use of rotary converters. 
This may sometimes be the case for short distances, but 
for other conditions the greatly increased outlay neces- 
вагу for cables will generally lead to the opposite result. 
Tbus the question resolves iteelf—for any given case—into 
comparing the greater interest on capital expenditure when 
rotary converters are used, against the cost of operation with 
motor-generators. For conditions where this comparison 
shows little to choose between the two systems, motor- 
generators should be employed on the score of their great 
superiority in convenience of operation. In order to demon- 
strate the soundness of this position, the properties of these 
two types of apparatus will be examined. 

Consider the case of a hypothetical synchronous motor 
and transmission system for which the following assump- 
tions would hold :— 

1. No reactance in armature. 

2. No resistance in armature. 

3. Constant voltage at collector rings. 

The phase characteristics of such a motor would resemble 
the curves of fig. 1, where a given constant field excitation 
corresponds to minimum current input for all loads, i. e., to 
unity power factor. 

Suppose next that assumptions 2 and 3 still hold good, 
but that the armature bas reactance. In proportion to the 
magnitude of this reactance the curve of field excitation for 
unity power factor will bend toward the right, as shown in 
fig. 2. МИИН 

Should, on the other hand, assumptions 1 and 8, hold 
good, but should allowance require to be (made ‘for (the 
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resistance of the armature windings, fig. 1 would be modified 
in the manner shown in fig. 3, the curve of field excitation 
for unity power factor sloping to the left. 

If, instead of the third assumption to the effect that there 
is constant voltage at. the armature terminals of the 
synchronous motor, there is a drop of voltage in the line 
proportional to the load on the motot, the curve will be 
modified in the same way as by resistance drop in the 
armature, and the slope to the left will be greater the greater 


F Hr 
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The current per phase is thus 


900.000 
5 = 100 amperes at full load. 

Let the slots and windings be so proportioned that at 
100 amperes, the reactance voltage per phase is 1,000 volts, 
and let the combined armature strength of the three phases 
amount to 4,200 maximum ampere-turns per pole. Let the 
field excitation required for 5,800 terminal volts at no load, 
equal 7,000 ampere-turns per pole. 
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the line drop. If the arrangements should be such that the The first step is to find the field excitation corresponding 
terminal voltage increased with the load, the effect would be to 100 amperes per phase at unity power factor and 5,200 


to reduce the slope to the left occasioned by the armature 
resistance, or, with sufficient rise in terminal voltage, to 
bring the line back to the vertical, or even to swing it over 
to a slope to the right. Now, when a continuous-current 
generator is directly driven from such a synchronous motor, 
the commutator voltage, according to the method of 
excitation, may automatically decrease, remain constant, or 
increase with the load, and this source may be employed for 
the excitation of the synchronous motor. The net result 
from these considerations is that we may readily arrange, if 
necessary, by series coils in addition to shunt coils* for a 
synchronous motor to be automatically excited with field 
currents suitable to secure practically unity power factor at 
all loads. This is the condition for a minimum loss of 
energy in the high-tension transmission line, and for a 
minimum outlay for copper. 

We may illustrate this by a practical case. Let a three- 
phase synchronous motor be direct connected to a continuous 
current generator of 800-Kw. rated output, compounded for 
a terminal voltage of 500 volts at no load, and 525 volts at 
full load. At 89 per cent. combined 1 efficiency for the set, the 
synchronous motor will absorb 


800 
0 59 
The motor has an external stationary armature with v- 
connected windings, fed over a three-core cable direct from 
the central station, no other apparatus being supplied from 
this cable. The central station voltage is maintained con- 
stant at 5,800 volts, and at full load of the synchronous 
motor at unity power factor, the drop in transmission line 
plus armature resistance, is 10 per cent. per phase, the voltage 
at the motor (considering the armature resistance to be 
transferred and added to the line) thus falling from 5,800 
volts at no load to 


5,800 x 90 = 5,200 volts 


= 900 KW. at full load. 


at full load. 
The voltage per phase in the armature is 
5.800 
Sor i 3,350 volts at no load, 
and E = 8,000 volts at full load. 
í 


* In the few cases where a compound-wound synchronous 
motor would be necessary, the armature would have to be of the 
internal revolving type. 


t: rminal volts. | 
We will take into account the saturation by estimating 
the no load ampere-turns for 5,200 terminal volts, at 


5 .200 


TOY 


'96 x x 7,000 — 6,000 ampere-turns. 


А 0 
The armature demagnetisation, at 100 amperes and unity 
power factor, amouuts to 


in (au 7000 x 4,200 = 


32 x 4,200 = 


ampere-turns. 


Hence at full load of 100 amperes iuput, and 5,200 
terminal volts, the excitation required for unity power factor 
would be 

6,000 4- 1,950 — 7,350 ampere-turns ; 


and to obtain approximately unity power factor from 
no load to full load, the field excitation should automatically 
increase from 7,000 to 7,850 ampere-turns per pole, that is, 
by 5 per cent. 

This corresponds to the over-compounding provided for 
the direct-connected continuous-current generator (500 volts 
at no load up to 525 volts at full load), hence the excitation 
of the synchronous motor may be provided from that 
Source, and an automatic control of the power factor at 
approximately unity will be obtained for all loads, Of 
course it is by no means necessary to obtain so close an agree- 
ment, since a very considerable deviation from the correct 
excitation will not occasion more than 1 or 2 per cent. 
deviation from unity power factor. It is evident that by 
designing a synchronous motor with suitable armature 
inductance, armature strength, resistance and degree of 
saturation, it may be arranged for automatic operation at 
practically unity power factor for any reasonable value of 
line drop and over-compounding of the continuous-current 
generator which it drives, 

Althongh the constants of the synchronous motor used 
for illustrating this explanation, were chosen at random and 
are in no sense put forward as representing an ideal or even 
carefully considered design, it may be of interest to plot its 
estimated phase characteristics when operated under the 
conditions set forth. These are given in fig. 4 for no load, 
half load and full load. The curve passing through the 
minimum points corresponds to unity power factor, but 
excitations corresponding to any part of the shaded area 
shown, will give at least 0°99 power factor, thus permitting 
at full load a total range of variation of the excitation, of 
about 20 per cent., so that it would hot be worth while to 


1,350 
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modify the design of the synchronous motor for the sake of 
obtaining better conditions in this respect, even for very 
different line constants, or requirements as to over- 
compounding of the continuous current generator. 

e characteristic curves of fig. 4 were estimated on the 
basis of the armature’s magnetomotive force being equivalent 
to that of the field spools in the proportion of 

1 root-mean-square ampere-turn per pole pcr phase, 
representing a resultant armature strength per pole capable 
of replacing 


1 x 2 x 2 = 2:88 ampere-turns per field spool, 


this ae a proportion experimentally verified by an 
analysis of 14 three-phase machines of a wide range of 
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designs, and out of which the values for all but one fell 
within 12 per cent. above and below this mean value. 

It should not be necessary to follow up this investigation 
any further, so far as concerns demonstrating that, wich any 
line loss that could be economically permitted, synchronous 
motors with automatic control for high power factor may be 
satisfactorily employed to drive continuous current generators, 
which latter, with any range of compounding within customary 
requirements, may serve as supply foi the synchronous motor’s 
field excitation. 

It will now be demonstrated that, with rotary converters, 
a very different state of affairs exists in this respect. 

First, an examination must be made into the magneto- 
motive force exerted by the armature currents in a rotary 
converter. With the customary windings for three-phase 
synchronous motors, the armature coils are so broad in 
proportion to the breadth of the pole face, and those 
corresponding to any one phase are so situated with respect 
to one another, that nearly the entire flux set up by the 
field spools and emanating from the pole face, is simul- 
taneously and completed linked with the total number of 
turns per armature coil per phase. But in rotary converters 
this is not the case, for as may be seen from fig. 5, the con- 
rage of a single phase are spread out over two-thirds of 

lar pit: h, and only that small portion of the total flux 
ad enters the armature through the intervening one-tbird 
of the polar pitch is simultaneously linked with the total 
number of armature turne. For this reason it follows that a 
given number of ampere-turns in the field spool are much 
less effective in setting up lines, which shall become linked 
simultaneously with the armature turns of any one phase, 
than is the case with the windings customarily employed in 
synchronous motors. 


An analysis of the observed no-load phase charácteristic 
curves of 12 three-phase rotary converters of a wide range of 
ratings with respect to the outputs, speeds, periodicities and 
voltages, yielded as an average result for estimating the 
effectiveness of the armature magneto-motive for replacing 
the field magneto-motive force, the following rule :— 

“When in a rotary converter the magneto-motive force 
is derived from the armature winding itself, in virtue of the 
wattless component of the alternating current entering the 


Diagram of relative arrangement of the armature conductors in the 
three phases 4, B and c of a three-phase rotary converter. The overlapping 
of these phases is to be noted. 


Fic. 5. 


armature, a root-mean square (R.M.S.) value of the 
armature ampere-turns per pole-piece per phase, represented 
by 1:00, equals in effectiveness a field excitation of 4:30." 
Thus, with such a distributed three-phase winding, and 
the pole breadths customarily employed in rotary converter, 
the magneto-motive force of the field spools is, in practice, 


but 63 per cent. e = 63 ) as effective as with the 


normal three-phase winding and the pole breadths employed 
in synchronous motors, 

For so-called six-phase rotary converters a constant 
intermediate between the values of 2 83 and 4°30 should be 


Diagram of relative arrangement of the armature conductors customarily 
employed in the three phases a, B and c of а three-phase rotary converter, 
Also corresponds to the relative arrangement in a three-phase rotary con- 
verter with six slip rings, generally called a '' six-phase rotary converter." 


Fia. 6. 


obtained, for the armature winding per phase is then distri- 
buted over but one-third of the surface, as shown in fig. 6, 
thus being equivalent in this respect to a three-phase- -wound 
synchronous motor, although still handicapped by the general 
practice of employing greater pole breadths in rotary con- 
verters. It must, however, be stated that an analysis of the 
small amount of experimental data available on rotary con- 
verters with six slip rings, failed to reveal this difference ; in 


fact, tbe magneto-motive force relations eppeared to be ‘the 


same as for rotary converters with three slip rings, and, 


3 sufſicient experimental data to the contrary, should 


so taken. 

The expression “ віх-рһаве rotary converter” is slightly 
misleading. It would be better described as a three-phase 
machine with six slip-rings. For the purpose of this dis- 
cussion it is immaterial whether it is distinctly kept in mind 
that the machine has six rings, and it will be convenient to 
denote by y current, the current equivalent to one branch 
of the y in a y-connected synchronous motor of the same 
capacity and voltage.* Similarly, by ү voltage will be 
denoted the voltage from the common connection to any one 
terminal of such an equivalent synchronous motor. 

The arrangement of the armature slots and windings, and 
the general proportions of а rotary converter, are such that 
it has a comparatively small reactance, and in the following 
investigation the effect of the reactance has been neglected 
in the interests of simplifying the necessarily very tedious 
work. The conclusions are not thereby appreciably 


affected. 
(To be continued.) 


* In the case of a rotary converter with three slip rings, this is 
the current per slip ring; for the case of six slip rings, it is twice 
the current per slip ring. In both cases the alternating current 
component of the total current per armature conductor is equal to 
this y-current divided by 4/3 and by the numberof poles, for a 
multiple-circuit single winding, or by 2, independently of the 
number of, poles, for a two-circuit single winding, 
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THE EVIDENCE ON MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


(Continued from page 483.) 


Тнв facts submitted to the Committee by Mr. Arthur Kay, J.P., 
with reference to the trading and financial arrangements of the 
Glasgow Corporation, are of the utmost interest. He represented 
а very powerful body of ratepayers, known as the Ratepayers’ 
Federation, which possesses a guarantee fund for fighting against the 
trading schemes of the Corporation, an example which we com- 
mend for general adoption. 

The value of Mr. Kay's evidence is increased by the entire 
absence of personal feeling, or any attempt to question the bond 
fides of the Corporation. He deals with a system which he proves 
to be utterly at variance with the principles which should govern 
the corporation of a city, whose duty, as originally ordained, was to 
administer public affairs, to look after the health of the population, 
to police the population, to cleanse the town, and so fortb, and not 
to embark in all kinds of trading operations, which it is neither 
politic nor possible for them to undertake with success. The 
financial arrangements of the Corporation are entirely out of 
harmony with the generally understood practice of local authorities. 

Of course, it is known that one of the cbjections—and not the 
greatest, by any means—to municipal trading is the fact that the 
members of the Councils do not necessarily possess any knowledge 
of the business undertaken, and must borrow the required capital, 
paying interest upon it whether remaünerative or not, but it is also 
understood tbat an invariable condition of the loans is their repay- 
ment by sinking fund within a certain period. 

Mr. Kay proves that the total debt of Glasgow amounts to the 
respectable sum of 13 millions, of which about two millions is 
invested in the tramways, which are entirely financed on open 
account. “Surely,” said Sir George Bartley to the witness, they 
pay them (the loans) off to somebody?” and Mr. Kay replied: “ No, 
they do not pay them off at all : they simply use the money to reduce 
the next loan.” | 

“They do not pay off their loans because they are constantly 
increasing them ; but they devote the whole of their sinking funds 
to the reduction of their new loans.” | 

The tramway accounts of the Corporation appear to be curiously 
involved, so far as the capital is concerned, with other departments; 
thus, instead of acting as they would do if dealing with a private 
company’s undertaking, the Corporation debit street widenings or 
property pulled down for the tramway works to the Statute Labour 
Department, the tramway being looked upon, as Mr. Kay says, "ава 
sort of spoilt child of the Corporation, and having most extraordinary 
facilities granted to it.” 

‚ In the case of private companies applying for powers, the extor- 
tionate demands of local authorities for contributions to street 
widenings and other facilities, either prohibit the construction 
altogether or add heavily to the capital account, but in Glasgow the 


case is different, for not only has land been bought up and cleared for 


the tramways, but the street improve ments are charged to the Street 
Improvement Rate, and the surplus land is built upon asa municipal 
gpeculation. 

The tramway accounts are therefore relieved of heavy capital 
expenditure; as Mr. Kay points cut, in the case of a private com- 
pany for constructing tramways near Motherwell, they have to 
pay very stiffly for anything they do in the way of altering pro- 
perty, whereas the Glasgow Corporation alter streets and debit the 
amount to the statute labour or streets department, and not only 
that, but tbey have power to affix their wires to every building with- 
out paying any recompense whatever. 

Mr. Kay claims that as a matter of principle the tramway under- 
taking of corporations and companies should be dealt with on the 
same lines, otherwise tbe comparative results shown are not 
accurate. 

The electric lighting undertaking of Glasgow bas never paid as a 
trading venture. The lighting of the streets is, as Mr. Kay con- 
tends, a police matter; the Corporation supply the light, but it 
might as well be manufactured by a company. He emphasises 
the principle involved in the general question by saying, muni- 
oe trading becomes opposed to justice so soon as it burdens, or 
takes power to burden, one class of citizens in order to benefit 
another, no matter how poor or how rich either class may be,” and 
he i)lustrates his point in the case of electricity supply by showing 
tbat the users of electric light in Glasgow form a very small per- 
centage of the population. 

The Corporation have always recognised in the electric lighting 
accounts the necessary provision for depreciation, but the re- 
sult of the trading has not been sofficiently good to allow 
of the allocation of the funds for the purpose. As to the 
capital account, the funds are supplied under the general 
arrangements already referred to as to borrowing, sinking 
fund, &c, and upon this important point the witness deals 
also with the question of value cf assets. . He says that the tram- 
way service is all put down as an asset cf thecommon good fund 
amounting to £2,183,000, and he adds that the rates have never 
been relieved by the common good. The sinking fund is invested 
in the Corporation securitier, and Mr. Kay considers it unsound 
finance to invest a reserve fund in ycurown business. He alleges 
that no provision has been made, or intended to be made, fur re- 
paying a loan of £1,100,000, in 1907, ava upon the general question 
of the value of the assets of the Corpcration, considers that lending 
money for undertakings of doubtful value, апа probably not realis- 
able, is not a course which bankers would follow. 

The moral of this evidence is, that municipal trading is unsound, 
and that, in order to ascertain the actval results, it is necessary to 
have the accounts audited by local accountante, who are indepen- 
dent of corporation influence; that provision should be made to 


meet debt when it falls due, and if the reserve fund is invested in 
non-realieable assets, the probability is that if money is dearer i 
muet be borrowed ata disadvantage to replace old debts. 

A great deal of valuable evidence was taken bearing upon the 
question so often de bated, as to whether the sinking fund provides 
for depreciation. Mr. Charles Henry Wilson—the Lord Mayor's 
auditor and chairman of the Parliamentary Committee of the Leeds 
Corporation—expressed the opinion that revenue must provide for 
keeping things in good going order; but a special reserve fand must 
be created for renewals and contingensies. He differs from Mr. Кау, 
with regard toinvesting thesipking fund ina corporation’s own under- 
takings, which practice he considers perfectly sound, but with the 
important qualification, “ with the safeguards imposed upon them,” 
and he also points out, as the way to pay loans when they fell due, 
that there would be no difficulty if stock is issued falling due in 
1927, to issue fresh stock to replace it gradually! Thisis like aman 
discharging a liability by accepting a bill and congratulating himself 
upon being now out of debt. Apply this to the well-worked argument 
that the sinking fund repays the cost of the electrical undertaking 
at the end of its equated life, providing for the depreciation as 
well, and no wonder that Lord Rothechild pressed the witness on 
the point and led him to reply: I would have a special reserve 
fund to provide for these contingencies. I think that is an absolute 
necessity, otherwise a corporation might find itself some fine 
morning in a very serious corner.” | 

With regard to the charge for street improvements in connection 
with tramway undertakings, Mr. Wilson considers it perfectly right 
that a company should be penalised by having to pay for the 
widening of the streeta and pulling down of houses, but admits 
that the Corporation of Leeds debit such costs to the Consolidafed 
Fund. And yet municipal traders compare the trading resulte of 
local authorities and private companies, claiming that the wicked 
monopolists cannot do so well as the virtuous Socialists ! 


(To be concluded.) 


RECENT STEAM TURBINE DEVELOP- 
MENTS.* 


By W. L. R. EMMET. 


Wx the writer agreed some months ago to present a paper to 
this meeting, he fully expected that its subject-matter would maiuly 
consist in a record of practical results accomplished with com- 
mercially operating machines, and that such matter would be full 
enough to justify its presentation and discussion. Some months 
ago a paper was presented to the American Philosophical Society 
on this same subject which has since gone the rounds of the Press. 
This paper dealt at some length with our expectations concerning 
the new steam turbine developments now going on at Schenectady, 
but gave no actual results other than those produced by a single 
600-Kw. machine which has been operating for some time at 
Schenectady, and which is different in many respects from the 
machines now being built. 

The scant array of established facts in this paper and the rather 
liberal ped of expectations have called forth some criticism, 
particularly from European turbine builders. Such criticisms are 
not unnatural under the circumstances, and we are naturally eager 
to demonstrate to the world the scundness of the claims upon 
which the General Electric Co. and its customers have based such 
large undertakings. 

The writer had confidently expected that before this date the 
5,000-kw. turbine recently installed at Chieago would have been 
fully tested and verified, and that ite resulta could be here presented 
to the members of this Association, who are so deeply interested 
in the succese of developments of this kind. We have fallen a little 
short of this expectation through sucb unforeseen delays as are 
usual in such cases, but still have produced results which are highly 
interesting and suggestive, although no complete tests have yet been 
made. The machine has been installed in the new station of the 
Commonwealth Electric Co., which is probably the finest and best- 
equipped station in the world, and has been connected to its regalar 
equipment of boilers and condensing facilities. It has been started 
without any hitch or delay, and has been operated repeatedly at 
full load and under a variety of conditions to test its performance. 
It has operated with a wonderful steadiness and perfection, has 
governed perfectly from full load to no load with only 2 per cent. 
speed variation, and has in every respect shown itself to bea 
thoroughly desirable operating machine. A test of steam economy 
was also very carefully conducted on this machine, very perfect 
facilities for weighing water and maintaining a steady ahd accu- 
rately measured load having been provided. Unfortunately, the 
results of these tests were found afterwards to be entirely indefinite 
since a large leakage of circulating water, through a misplaced 
valve, into the steam space of the condenser was discovered, which 
water had been weighed in connection with the condensed 
steam. When this was discovered it was too late to ascertain with 
certainty the amount of this leakage at the time of test. The flow 
with no load, however, indicated that this leakage was very large, 
and the general inference drawn from our test is that a very fine 
steam economy wasshown. We will, however, refrain from making 
any positive statements on this subject until we have obtained tests 
which are absolutely unquestionable. 


* A paper read at the Saratoga meeting of the American Street 
Railway Association. 
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All the conditions in connection with the running of this machine 
have given very favourable indications. The machine is connected 
зо that the condensed water passes from the hot well through a 
heater and is pumped directly back into the boiler. This whole 
system was in operation and worked perfectly. The water returned 
to boilers was, of course, entirely free from oil and quite clear except 
at light load, wheo the leakage from river water appreciably dis- 
coloured it. The plant operated at full load with four 500-K. P. 
boilers fired out of the eight which have been provided for each 
machine. These boilers were fired with Illinois coal on chain 
grates, and their performance of the work is in itself an indication 
of good economy. | | | 

After this test run the machine was taken apart for the purpose 
of making a minor internal change which was thought to be 
desirable. The machine will not be required for service for 
some months, and our desire is to get it in the best possible 
condition in advance of the time when it will be required to carry 
a large winter load. The machine will probably be ready to run 
again within about a week or 10 days, and conclusive tests will 
then be made. 

In order to properly understand the significance of the suc- 
cessful starting of this machine, it is necessary to review the history 
of its design and to compare it with engines of other types. After 
the experiments with Mr. Ourtis's steam turbine inventions had 
proceeded for several years, certain experimental results were 
obtained which seemed to justify the production of commercial 
machines, and it was decided to build a commercial machine for use 
in the Schenectady works. A 600-Kw. machine with horizontal shaft 
was designed, the mechanical arrangements being in most respects in 
accordance with the plans which Mr. Curtis had formed previous to 
that time for building the turbines. This machine was built and 
tested nearly two years ago. | 

' These tests showed a high steam economy, and it was very soon 
decided that the performance of this machine justified the build- 
ing of other commercial machines which could safely be relied 
upon to perform as good or better results. The question of 
mechanical! design for these larger machines then became a matter of 
first importance. The steam economy oould safely be expected to 
conform closely to that of the machine which had already been 
tested, but the whole question of cost and commercial desirability 
depended upon the mechanical construction adopted for accomplish- 
ing the desired results. | 

It was decided, at this time, to build a steam turbine unit as large 
as the largest engine-driven generating unit in the country, and as 
the result of this decision the design of the machine now in Chicago 
was made up after a great amount of thought and study. This 
design embodied many very radical features as compared with other 
engines, turbines or machines: of any character. The shaft is ver- 
tical ; the whole weight of the revolving part is borne by an oil 


-film delivered by a presure pump to the lower bearing ; the delivery 


of steam to turbine is controlled through a system of electrically 
operated individual valves worked by a small controller something 
after the manner of the multiple unit train control system—a centri- 
fugal governor moving the controller. The revolving field is 
mounted upon the same shaft with the turbine wheels, and the sta- 
tionary portion of the generator is supported by the station- 
ary portion of the turbine, the whole building up into the 
general form of a vertical cylinder about 25 ft. high and about 14 ft. 
in diameter. The total weight of the turbine and generator is 
400,000 lbs. and its capacity is 5,000 Kw. at full load. It is capable 
of running at about 75 percent. overload condensing, and at nearly 
full-1o&d non-condénsing. 

The question as to why the verlical shaft design was adopted for 
this unit has often been raised, and many doubts aud criticigms con- 
cerning it have been expressed. It is not easy to explain all the 
reasons which led up to its adoption, but it may be said that the 
compactness and simplicity of this unit, which are its most marked 
characteristics, are largely due to the merits of this design. With 
the vertical shaft arrangement all lateral strain is removed from the 
bearings which align the shaft, and all deflection of the shaft is 
avoided with a minimum number and length of bearings. This 
matter of properly supporting a shaft and keeping it exactly central 


and in perfect alignment is an important one where small clearances . 


are desirable with a large diameter in the revolving part. To carry 
such weights as are necessary in the revolving part of this large 
unit many very large bearings would be required if the shaft was in 
& horizontal position. An elaborate system of forced lubrication 
with artificial cooling would be necessary in connection with these 
bearings, and a failure of any of these bearings would occasion 
serious danger to the operation of the machine. If the machine 
were built in a horizontal position it would be very difficult to so 
support the wheels that their clearances would not be affected by 
sagging of the shaft or looseness in bearings, and also it might be 
difficult to place them with such a relation to each other that the 
clearance would not be affected by expansion of the shaft. In the 
vertical design the space between wheels is reduced to a minimum, 
the supporting structure is perfectly symmetrical, and cannot be in 
any way distorted or put out of line either by mechanical or steam 
pressure strains or by the effecta of expansion. 

The oil pressure step bearing at the foot of shaft supports the 
whole revolving element in a balanced position by perfectly sym- 
metrical suspension and preserves the exact relation of level between 
the stationary and revolving parts. As long as this step bearing fills 
ite functions a multitude of mechanical difficulties and uncertainties 
are overcome. 

At the time this design was adopted there was no good precedent 


- for the support in this manner of such a weight operating at so high 


а speed, and there were many predictions of failure, examples being 
quoted where similar methods had failed with water wheels and other 
machines, It seemed clear, however, that with proper arrangements 
the operation of this bearing must be stable and reliable, and since 


forced lubrication was necessary to success in any case, it seemed 
advisable to put it where it would accomplish the greatest number 
of. good results. ч 

Experience with a number of machines has fully justified our 


' decisions in this connection. The bearings have run perfectly with 


an inappreciable amount of friction, and when properly supplied 
with oil operate with perfect steadiness and regularity. In one 
respect these bearings have agreeably surprised us; that is, they 
have been much less injured by stoppages of oil than we expected. 
In the course of our experiments imperfect pumping arrangements 
have been used and repeated failures of the oil flow have been ex- 
perienced, but in no case has any damage to the machine resulted. 
Even the cast-iron blocks which constitute the step bearing are, as 
a rule, not destroyed. Our experience has been that they cut and 
heat when the oil supply is removed, but in all cases the surfaces 
have ground themselves to an operating condition after the oil flow 
is renewed, so that the machine could be continued in operation. 
This might not always be the case, but it seems quite certain that 
the damage could never be as serious as that which would result 
from a failure of the lubrication system where heavy weights are 


‚ carried on high-speed horizontal bearings. 


(To be continued. ) 


A CONTINENTAL COLLIERY 
INSTALLATION. 


A COUPLE of years ago the directors of the Gneisenau Colliery, 
Westphalia, installed an electric pumping plant, which was con- 
structed and erected by the Helios Elektricitäts Actiengesellschaft, 
of Cologne, Ehrenfeld. 

Up to that time there had only been a small electric plant for 
lighting purposes. To this was then added a larger plant for both 
lighting and power. Three-phase current was considered to be the 
most suitable, as the motor driving the pump would consume one- 
third of the total output, the output of this motor being 665 B. H. p. 
(head of water, 1,260 ft.). | 

The pressure of the three-phase generators is 2,500 volts at 
1,500 periodicity. For lighting and power transmission on the 
surface, the pressure is transformed from 2,500 to 500 volts. | 

There are two 625-xw. steam dynamos; two sets of motor-gene- 
ratora for excitation and lighting purposes with continuous current, 
the output being 50 Kw. and 38 Kw. respectively; one 38-K w. 500- 
volt continuous current steam dynamo [this set was taken over 
from the old plant, and is now used for tbe excitation of the alter- 
nating current geuerators when starting]; several motors for driving 
machines in the different workshops; a complete switchboard, and, 
as already mentioned, one asynchronous motor of 665 B. H. P. for 
driving the main water pump. 

The steam engines were constructed by the Sächsische 
Maschinenfabrik, in Chemnitz. They are compound engines 
of the horizontal type, the output being 680 B. H.P. each 
when running at 83 revolutions ver minute. The generators are of 
the rotary field type, and the magnet coils are screwed to the rim 
of the fly-wheel by strong bolts. 

The machines have 36 poles; there are 423 slots in the stator and 
three conductors in each slot. 

The exciting current for both generators is supplied by two 
sets, each consisting of one three-phase motor directly 
coupled to a continuous current generator of 50 and 38 Kw. 
respectively. The machines are coupled together by means of a 


‚ Zodel-Voith flexible coupling. When starting, the main dynamos 


are excited by the 38-xw. continuous current generator mentioned 
above, thereby obviating the necessity of a storage battery. 

The mining pump is double-acting, and consists of two separate 
cylinders driven by a common crankshaft. The cranks are 
at right angles to one another; the shaft is driven by the motor 
direct coupled to it. There are two air vessels on the suction and 
four on the delivery. The diameter of the cylinders is 216 mm., 
and the stroke is 600 mm. The piston rods are supported by the 
stuffing boxes. Lubricators are fitted for continuously oiling the 
piston rods. 

The position of the pump is 380 metres (1,260 ft.) below the 
surface. The capacity of the pump is 152 cb. ft. per minute 
when running at full speed. 

The motor, which, as before stated, is directly coupled to the 
crankshaft of the pump, is as follows:—Diameter of rotor, 3,600 
mm.; width of field magnet poles, 610 mm. The speed is 61 
revolutions per minute. There are 575 slots in the rotor, with two 
conductors in each slot; the stator has 432 slots with 16 conductors 

er slot. 
B This motor may be started either by one dynamo alone or from 
the main circuit. For the latter purpose slip-rings and short- 
circuiting gear as well as brush-lifting gear and a starter with 
oil bath are provided. Great difficulties in designing and erecting 
the stator were involved by the small area of the mine shaft, which 
is only 1,800 x 800 mm. It was necessary to build up the stator 


- in four parts, and the rotor in two parts. The feet supporting the 


stator were fixed thereto with screws and bolts. The winding for 
both the stator and rotor had to be done in position, and great care 
was necessary owing to the damp atmosphere in the surroundings. 
The cast-iron frame is built up in four parts, and is provided with 
numerous holes for ventilation. 

The short-circuiting gear consists of the following parts :— 

Adjacent to the brushes there is a circular disc supporting 
suitable contact pieces on its periphery. The rotor conductors 
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are connected to these contacts so that the winding may be 
short-circuited by means of a metal ring operated by a lever. There 
is a second lever for lifting brushes when the motor has attained 
full speed. Both levers are interlocked, thereby avoiding the 
possibility of a wrong operation. The pump motor may also be 
started by connecting it to one of the generators when at rest, and 
then ruoning the generator up to full speed ; the motor, of course, 
synchronising, will be brought to full speed simultaneously. This 
is very simple and effective, no slip-rings being required ; but when 
stopping the motor, it is necessary to first stop the generator, and 
this is the reason why two separate circuits are provided on the 
switchboard—i.e., one for supplying the lighting and small motors 
only, the other for starting and supplying the pump motor. For 
starting the motor from the main circuit & starter with oil-bath is 
provided. Its resistances are inserted in the rotor circuit when 
starting the motor. The contact pieces o? this starter are mounted 
on the periphery of a spindle, which receives the current by means 
of stationary brushes against which it revolves. The contact pieces 
are at such distance one from another as to ensure sufficient insula- 
tion ; the resistance materialis German silver. When opersting the 
starter the resistances are moved in the oil bath, which is cooled by 
water circulating pipes, thereby securing great safety in working ; 
the starter is comparatively small, as the motor is always sterted at 
no-load, and runs for one or two days continuously. 

The following figures which have been forwarded to us show the 
resulte of the testa taken on December 4th. 1902, when running the 
motor in conjunction with a separate generator :— 


Ontput of the steam engine 643°45 B.H.P. 
Output of the pump 442 " 


i i 442 x 100 

Combined efficiency of plent 643 45 

As the draining plant was originally designed for 450 m. head of 
water, the figures show that during the test neither the motor nor 
the engine was running at full load, the latter having a normal 
output of 800 в.н.Р. When running at full load the power factor 
of the motor, and also the efficiency of the steam engine, should be 
far better. | 

But even under the above-mentioned circumstances the total 
output of the whole plant is much higher than that of a steam- 
driven pump, and it bas also many other obvious advantages. 


= 68% per cent. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiles expressly for this journal by W. Р. Твомрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
gents, 829, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


19,200. An automatic life guard to be applied to electric tramcars." H. 
LaMBELLE. September 7th. (Complete.) 


19,207. Improvement in apparatus for igniting fuses for blasting purposes 
and the like.“ G. TovcuHR. September 7th. 


19,249. Electric controlling apparatus.” C. E. SCHÓNFELDER. September 


19,250. “Improvements in telephone receiver holders.“ A. J. Bniods. 
September 7th. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, September 6th, 1902, 
being date of application in United States.) (Complete.) 


19,251. “ Improvements relating to electric telegraphy." 
September 7th. f 

19,291. Improvements in the electric extraction of sodium, potassium and 
the alkaline metals.” E. T. Parken. September 8th. 


19,319. А cell recorder for use in electric light stations and other places.” 
A. J. ABRAHAM. September 8th. 


19,811. “ А new ог improved apparatus for use in laying pipes for sewers, 
сташ electrio light, gas, water mains, and such like.“ R. T. YEs. Septem- 
er 8th. 
19,363. "Improvements in or relating to electric insulated cables.“ H.R, 
GARRARD. September 8th. 


19,367. An improvement in the insulation of electric conductors.” E. L. 
РіхсніХб and W. Н. WALTON. September 8th. 


19,868. “ An improvement in the electro-deposition of copper." Н. PARKES. 
September 8th. 

19,399. “Improvements in pipe sockets or couplings, more especially for the 
purpose of facilitating inspection when used with pipes which contain electric 
wiring." E. WHITE and J. WALDRON. September 9th. (Complete.) 

19,419. “Improvements in high frequency electrical appliances.” 
MILLER. September 9th. 

19,427. An improved mechanical electrical switch for use on tramways and 
light reilways, worked on a surface contact system," J. P. Ткимніе and Т. M. 
TRUMBLE. September 9th. 


19,487. “Improvements in raising and lowering electric arc lamps." W. A. 
Brown. September 9th. 


19,154. Operating vapour electric lamps from an alternating current 
source," E. WEIN TRAUB. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, October 
18th, 1902, being date of application in United States.) September 9th. (Com- 
plete.) 

19,191. **Imgrovements in and relating to arc lamps." C. E. Foster, E. R. 
GRorr and M. V. ELY. September 10th. 

19,918. “Improvements in and relating to underground current conductors, 
and surface rail contacts for electric street railways.“ A. KUCHINKA, September 
loth. { 

19,514. “Improvements in drum switches for electric vehicles.” P. REITZ. 
September 10th. 

19,520. “Improvements in alternating current electrical apparatus." C.F. 
8corr. (Date applied for under l'atents Act, 1901, September 13th, 1902, being 
date of application in United States.) September 10th. (Complete.) 

19,521. "Improvements in systems of alternating current distribution for 
railways.“ С. F. Scorr. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, September 
13th, 1902, being date of application in United States.) September 10th. 
(Complete.) 

19,553. “Improvements in and relating to printing telegraph apparatus.“ 
H. Casevitz. (Date applied for under Patents Act. 1901, September lith, 1902, 
being date of application in France.) September 10th. (Complete.) 

19,633. Improvements in apparatus suitable for detecting electric, Hertzian, 
or similar waves or currents." J. R. FeornurReoiLL and II. FornknGiLL. 
September lith. 

19, 657. “Improvements in and relating to the working of points and plough 
m on electric or cable tramways or railways.” W.J. STEWART. September 

th. 


8. G. Brown. 


L. B. 


, illuminating fountains.” A. Engelemann. Dated M 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 823, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


1902. 


‘oven " Electrical appliance for working pile drivers." J. Garvie,’ Dated 
ay . 


11.725. Improvements in or relating to metallic conduits and fittings for 
electric cables and the like.” L.M. Waterhouse and Simplex Steel Conduit 
Co., Ltd. Dated May 23rd. 

11,765. “А method of measuring temperature at a distance -by electrical 
means." C. W. Б. Crawley and A. P. Trotter. Dated May 28rd. 

11,823. “Improvements in and relating to regenerative a 
railways and similar purposes.” H.H. Lake. (General 
May 24th. 

11.812. Improvements in electric meters.“ H. H. Lake. (General Electric 
Co.) Dated May 24th. 

11,845. uo provements in electric plug fuses.” 
Electric Co.) Dated May 24th. 

12,078. “Improvements in electric transformers" Н.Н. Lake. (General 


tus for electric 
ectric Co.) Dated 


H. H. Lake. (General 


Electric Co.) Dated May 27th. 

12,182. Improved manufacture of electrical glow lamps with osmium 
filaments.” O. niay. (Oesterreichische Gasgluhlicht-und Electricitäts 
Gesellschaft.) Dated May 29th. 

12,241. ‘Improvements іп or relating to electric arc lamps." H. Bremer. 


Dated May 29th. 

12,284. ‘Improvements in arc light projecting арага applicable for 
ay А 

12,991. “Improvements relating to electric switches.” Н. Н. Lake. (General 
Electric Co.) ted May 29th. 

12,294. “Improvements in dynamo - electric machinery.” H. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated May 29th. 

12,415. ‘Improvements in regulators for alternating electric current circuits.” 
British Thomson-Hovuston Co., Ltd. (C. P. Steinmetz.) Dated May 81st. 


12,416, “Improvements in ошаш machines for incandescent electric 
lamps.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (W. R. Burrows.) Dated May 31st, 


12,449. Improvements in means for registering or metering electrical 
energy to be charged for under varying conditions of supply.” L. J. Aron. 
Dated May 8lst. 

12,469. Improvements relating to electrical indioating and recording in- 
struments.” E. Weston and A. O. Benecke. Dated May 81st. 

12,494. An improved хае guard for electric tramcars and the like or 
similarly propelled vehicles.“ .S. Burn. Dated June 2nd. 

12,684. "Improvements in шее Jeakage of current to studs in surface 
contact 9700908 of electric traction.” . G. Griffiths and В. H. Bedell. Dated 
June 8rd. 

12,823. ‘Improvements in electrical measuring instruments," A.C. Heap 
and W. O. Smith. Dated June 6th. | 

18,308. ''Improvements in or appertaining to life guards for electric tram- 
cars and the like.” D. Newton. Dated June 12th. 

18,529. “Improvements in electric switches and cut-outs.” British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (C. E. Harthan.) Dated June 14th. 

18,572. “А new or improved electrically-operated hammer." Н. B. Stock 
and C. Mc. de Bingham. Dated June 16th. 

13,787. *“ Improvements relating to systems for electrical distribution." Н.Н. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 17th. 

19,742. ''Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” H. H. Lake. 


. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 17th. 


18,851. "Improvements in electric motor controllers." -British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (J. B. Binn.) Dated June 18th. 

18,852, “Improvements in electric switches or circuit breakers.” British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (R. H. Read.) Dated June 18th. 

14,001. "Improvements in electro-magnetic brakes." J.G. Childs. Dated. 
June 20th. 

14,185. "Improvements in electrolytic cells." H. Baker, A. T. Smith and 
Castner-Kellner Alkali Co., Ltd. Dated June 21st. 

14,542. An improved coupling for electric lamps and the like.” E. R. Gill. 
Dated June 20th. 

14,605. 1 in starting switches for electric lifts." Easton and 
Co., Ltd., P. I. Unwin and J. Björnstad. Dated June 30th. Я 


14,767. “Improvements іп or relating to фо and other electric lamps 
and switches therefor.” E.R.Gill. Dated July 2nd. 

14,768. "Improvements in or relating to portable electric lights." E.R. 
Gill. Dated July 2nd. 

14,851. "Improvements in or relating to electric vehicles." L. Lohner and 
F. Porsche. Dated July 8rd. 

14,869. ‘Improvements relating to eleotric arc lamps." H. H. Lake. (H. 
Cuenod. Dated July 8rd. 

14,897. An improvement in frogs or points for overhead wire systems of 
electric traction.” W. Harris, H. Brecknel, E. M. Munro and Н. 1. Rogers. 
Dated July 4th. 

14,899. "Improvements in connection with the safety fuses for electric 
circuits.” E.Schattner. Dated July 4th. 


14,962. Improvements in conduits for electric cables.“ A. Wakefield. 


Dated July 4th. 


15,128, "Improvements in apparatus for electrolytically coating sheet metal 
with zinc." A. G. Bloxam. (“ Columbus Electricitits Gesellschaft m.b.H., 
Germany.) Dated July 7tb. 

15,346. “Improvements in magnetic clutches.” (General 
Electric Co.) Dated July 9th. 

15,850. “Improvements in arc lamps.” W. P. Thompson. (C. J. Toerring. 
Dated July 9th. 

16,906. “Improvements in electric circuit breakers.” H. H. Lake. (General 
Electric Co.) Dated July 80th. 

16,928, ‘Improvements relating to the manufacture of incandescent electrio 
lamps.” H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated July 30th. 


17111. “А new receiver for wireless telegraphy." L. H. Walter. Dated 
August 2nd. 

17.460. An improved regulating lever and instantaneous brake applicable 
to machines driven by electric motors.“ Bradbury & Co., Ltd., and W. C. 
Drybrough. Dated August 8th. 

17,611. Improvements in electric checks.“ 
August llth, 

17,633. “Improvements in the method of and means for securing shades, 
reflectors or the like used in connection with incandescent electric lamps.” 
A. Morrison and J. W. Butterworth. Dated August i2th. 

17,678. “Improvements in or relating to electric lamp globes." R. Böhm 
and E. Bohm. Dated August 12th. 

17.600. “Improvements in electric arc lamps." Н. H. Lake. 
Electric Co.) Dated August 12th. 

17,841. ‘*Improvements in methods of and means for producing, shaping and 
employing electric current pulses." F. H. Loring. Dated August lith. 


18,008. “Improvements in the electrical ignition apparatus of internal com 
bustion engines." Tangyes, Lid., and J. Robson. Dated August 15th. 


H. H. Lake. 


С. J. Moberg. Dated 


(General 
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ELECTRIC RAILWAY PROGRESS. 


THE active interest which has been aroused amongst rail- 
way engineers—somewhat against their will, in some cases— 
in the application of electricity to railway working, is lead- 
ing quickly to practical results. By a coincidence, in the 
present issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, we chronicle the 
commencement of experimental running on the North- 
Eastern Railway, with direct current at 500 volts; the 
inauguration of experiments on the Nieder—Schóneweide 
Railway with single-phase А.С. 6,000-volt motors; and the 
attainment of a speed of 118 miles an hour on the Berlin 
Nossen Railway, with three-phase currents at 10,000 
volts. Further, we commence an account of the Valtellina 
Electric Railway in Italy, which is operated with three-phase 
currents at 20,000 volts, transformed to 3,000 volta for 
collection by the trains ; this line has satisfactorily com- 
pleted 12 months’ commercial working, and considerable 
extensions are in progress. 

While the direct current system, at 500 volts, may answer 
well for short and suburban lines, with many stoppages and 
dense traffic, it must be obvious to all “who have given 
attention to the subject, that, as we have во often urged, the 
absolutely indispensable features of the long-distance main 
line railway of the future will be—very high pressure, and 
overhead conductors. Without these two essentiale, which, 
moreover, are inseparably correlated, nothing can be done 
with main line working. The correctness of our views, 
which were put forward before any railway had been 
operated with high pressures on overhead lines, has been 
abundantly demonstrated, if proof be necessary, by the 
progress already made in this direction. Not only on the 
Continent, but even in the United States—where practice 
has hitherto been bound down rigidly, by standardisation and 
precedent, іо “ 500 volts D.C.“ for all traction purposes—the 
facts have been recognised and acted upon. ` 

The most prominent difficulty in the way of applying 
these principles has doubtless been the apparent necessity of 
utilising polyphase currents, implying the installation of two 
working conductors over each track, and the use of induction 
motors, in spite of their inability to run at various speeds. 
That these difficulties, inherent to polyphase working, are 
not insuperable has been plainly shown on the Valtellina 
Railway ; but the remarkable progress which has been made 
of late in the evolution of a satisfactory single-phase motor 
leads to the belief that we shall not have to wait long before 
the problem is solved by this means. The system will then 
be of the simplest possible nature: — One conductor over 
each track, preferably fed direct from the generating station 
at, say, 10,000 volts; series-wound single-phase motors in 
motor-cars for passenger trains, and in locomotives for goods 
trains. So far ascan be foreseen, having regard to the never- 
ceasing progress in electrical matters, this is the kind of 
railway equipment that we may look for in the future. 


The experiments on Tyneside to which we have referred 
о 
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fall, of course, into a different category—that of inter-urban 
service, with trains at very frequent intervals. Although a 
section of track only three miles long has been equipped as 
yet, this length sufficed to demonstrate the satisfactory 
working of the system ; a speed of 45 miles an hour and an 
acceleration of 1:5 ft. second?, were attained. In general, 
the equipment. is similar to that of other electric railways 
in this country, the train consisting of two motor-cars with 
а trailer between, operated on the multiple-unit system. The 
local Press claims for this line the honour of being the first 
surface electric railway in this country ; but this of course 
is not the case. i 


* 


Ovn analysis of the Islington electricity 
accounts, which appears under © Supply 
Station Accounts" to-day, will, we believe, 
be examined with great interest. As we mentioned.-several 
week ago, despite the fact that there is a deficit on the 
year's working, and no reserve fund, an attempt was made in 
certain local quarters to show that a large net profit had been 
earned. Now, how was this done? In no other way than 
by treating as profit the sum placed to sinking fund! It 
is also thus shown in the official summary of the profits 
and losses since the commencement of the undertaking. We 
do not expect, municipal departments to possess very sensitive 
consciences, but this appears to us to be nothing short of a 
deliberate attempt to mislead, although it seems to have the 
approval of one of our contemporaries which last week 
mentioned “ £20,000 met profit” as Islington’s total 
achievement to date. For such manipulation one cannot 
hold the engineering staff responsible; but, whoever 
is to blame, it is not correct procedure. We are afraid 
that our periodical censuring of municipal juggling with 
figures has sometimes been regarded by borough engi- 
neers 88 а personal reflection upon themselves and 
their management. This has seldom been our intention. 
We, of course, understand that there are few engineers who 
are solely responsible for both the firiance and engineering of 
an undertaking ; indeed, the too common rule is for the chief 
engineer, even in his own technical work, to be subjected to 
endless hamperings and vexatious embarrassments from 
his Committee or Council. He is not allowed a free 
hand, or anything approaching it, in engineering the 
system to success. How many of these inter-meddling little 
local dignitaries there are in London who regard it as their 
prerogativeto advise the “ chief,” instead of the chief advising 
them! Only a few weeks ago the Council of Islington 
showed, according to a report which appeared in the 
local press, that it has its own ideas as to what 
is good business-like procedure in the matter of 
tenders, as well as erratic notions of what is proper 
finance. We refer to the circumstance that after one set of 
tenders had been opened, some of the firms were allowed to 
submit fresh estimates. With councillors who allow this 
and irregular finance as well, is it certain that Islington, 
even had it the best possible engineering, could do well ? 
They are but examples of a mismanagement which must 
arise in many matters which never see the light of day. 
We must ask, as we have asked before, that if engineers are 
engaged to advise a Committee, due consideration should be 
paid to the recommendations they may make. It is quite 
true that an engineer may sometimes err, but with the 
present constitution of municipal committees he is more 


likely than the non-electrical local tradesman to do the 
right thing. | 


When is a Loss not 
‘ а Loss? 


IT has lately been a favourite hypothesis 
with certain physicists that the mass or 
inertia of matter may not be due to the 
presence of a material substance, but may simply be due to 
a disembodied electric charge on the ultimate particles, 
which, as far as we know at present, are the electrons. An 
interesting discussion of the mathematical consequences of 
this theory, by Max Abraham, will be found in the Annalen 
der Physik, for January, 1903. 


The Dynamics of 


Electrons., 


The results obtained are not always in agreement with 
Newton’s Laws of motion. For instance, the * mass” of an 
electron is not of fixed value, but increases with its velocity. 
The very rapidly moving electrons in Becquerel rays (having 
a velocity 95 per cent. of the velocity of light) have a 
greater mass than the more slowly moving electrons in the 
cathode rays. Kaufmann has shown experimentally that the 
facts agree with theory in this case. The mass of an elec- 
tron accelerated in the direction of its motion (longitudinal 
mass) is not the ваше as its mass when accelerated at right 
angles to its direction of motion (transversal mass). 

Uniform motion of an electron in a straight line when 
once established is steady or permanent. But uniform 
motion in a circular orbit is accompanied by a continuoug 
radiation of energy, so that such motion must ultimately 
cease if not maintained by some external agent. 

A continuously accelerated electron stores an increasing 
amount of kinetic energy which can be regained by stopping 
the electron, and, in addition, it radiates energy con- 
tinuously; but this part of the energy is lost. There is 
thus a drag upon the electron, which resembies viscous fric- 
tion, but depends upon acreleralion and not on velority. 

An electron under way will, if quickly stopped and 
released, start up again of itself, and move with diminished 
velocity in the original direction. This, which is quite 
unlike the behaviour of matter as we know it, may be under- 
stood when we remember that the electron carries along with 
it a wave of ether stress which is not annihilated by a short 
stoppage of the electron. | 

When an electron gains a certain velocity under the action 
of an accelerating force, and the force suddenly ceases to act, 
then the electron loses some of its velocity, and continues to 
move at a slightly decreased uniform velocity. The kinetic 
energy of an electron is not proportional to the square of 
its velocity. 

The amount of electrical energy stored in the electric 
field which surrounds an electron is estimated at 6 x 10! 
joules (or 44 million million foot-pounds) per gram of 
electrons. Owing to the excessively small size of the elec- 
trons, they are always at a great distance apart in com- 
parison with their size, so that variations of total energy 
due to different forms of electron aggregation are but a 
small fraction of the total energy. Thus the diminution of 
energy due to the formation of a gram of water is only one 
four thousand millionth part of the total electron energy. 
The volume integral of ether stress—which may be the 
fundamental cause of gravitation—is also independent of 
states of electron aggregation to about the same degree of 
approximation. 


Pror. G. H. DARWIN suggests in Nature 
that previous estimates of the sun's age 
wil have to be modified, as the result 
of the discovery of a new source of energy in the disin- 
tegration of the atoms of radio-active substances. Lord 
Kelvin’s well-known estimate of 100 million years was 
arrived at on the assumption that the energy emitted by the 
sun was derived from gravitation by the concentration 
of its mass. Prof. Darwin estimates that the energy 
derivable from this source is 2°7 x 107 м calories. If the 
sun were made of a radio-active material of the same strength 
as radium, it would be capable of emitting 10? м calories 
without reference to gravitation. This energy is nearly 40 
times as much as the gravitational energy. He sees no 
reason for doubting the possibility of augmenting the esti- 
mate of solar heat as derived from the theory of gravitation 
by some such factor as 10 or 20. The geologist’s estimate 
of the age of the earth has always been so much greater 
than that of the physicist, that they have generally been 


looked upon as irreconcilable. The multiplication of the 
physical estimate by 20 would bring it into very close agree- 
ment with the geological estimate. The presence of helium 
in the sun points to the existence of radium in its mass, so 
that there is much to be said in f vr af Prof. Darwin's 
hypothesis. | 


Radio-activity 
and the 
Age of the Sun. 
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THE convenience and flexibility of 
electrical driving, and the ease with which 
the speed can be controlled and varied— 
now that high-speed tool steels are so widely used—are 
becoming more and more recognised; but no standard 
method of attaching the motor to the tool has yet been 
arrived at, as sufficient experience has not been gained to 
enable tool makers to decide upon the most suitable position. 

In many American lathes, the motor is attached directly 
to the headstock, but English makers seem to prefer fixing 
it in or behind the base. This is probably with the idea 
of reducing vibration to a minimum, and it also entails the 
least alteration to existing patterns. The general adoption 
of high-speed cutters will necessitate modifications in the 
general design of machines, as most of the existing patterns 
are too light to stand the additional strains, and the gearing 


becomes very noisy. The higher the machine speed, the less 
the ratio of reduction between the machine and the standard 
motor, and consequently, in many cases, the more efficient the 
gearing. The most economical, and at the same time the 
simplest method of speed control, is by shunt regulation, and 
although this necessitates a motor larger than is required in 
some other methods, shunt control is becoming more and 
can be varied in the 
ratio of 3 to 1 by field regulation, are now quite common. 


Eleotrically-driven 
Machine Tools. 


ALDERMAN LEwISs, and Councillors 
Bantock, Parkyn, Weaver and E. White, 
opponents of the Lorain system of electric 
traction, have now tendered their resignations as members of 
the Tramway Committee, stating their reasons to be as 
follows :— 


1. We are not prepared to accept further responsibility for 
working the tramways on the Lorain system owing to the increased 
cost compared with the overhead, as shown in the rt of our own 
Mir tpe We are satisfied that within a short period of time the 

require rate aid if the right amounts are placed to renewals 
and depreciation accounts. 

2. The adoption of tbe Lorain system does away with the hope 
of obtaining direct and complete inter-communication with the 
outside districts, which we believe to be essential to the prosperity 
of the town. 

3. The offer now accepted is not so good as Mr. Alderman 
That peau wal which was rejected by the Council in May last. 
That p was that the Loraia Co. should put down at their own 
expense, as, and when required, all new boxes and improved top 
plates of the larger size. The Council has now agreed to accept the 
pee boxes, of which only 3,£00 out of 6,212 will be covered by the 

tger top plates, the remaining 2,712 boxes will remain exposed to 
vehicular traffic with 1,500 new top plates of the present size but 
improved pattern ; all but 1,000 of the new top plates having to be 
fixed at the expense of the Corporation. 

4. We are strongly in favour of a well-tried and safe system 
which would admit ot popular fares and produce a surplus which 
could be applied to the reduction of our rates. 


Weare glad to note that these gentlemen have the courage 
of their convictions, This expression of their views should 
go a long way towards educating the Wolverhampton 


Wolverhampton 
Tramways. 


public, if the latter will only take the trouble to look closely 


into the matter. 


THE question of the adoption of gas 
plant in electric lighting stations fre- 
quently demands settlement at the hands 
of consultants and erigineers responsible for such concerns, 
and on these occasions the gas engine usually fares very 
badly. There seems to be a tendency to regard the nee of 
gas plant as a cheap method of commencing a supply 
business, which may conveniently be handed over to the 
tender mercies of the steam engine when it has attained 
reasonable proportions, This course does not appear to be 
justified, and can only be accounted for by prejudice or 
personal reasons. Quite recently a council was advised to 
extend with steam plant, because (vide local Press) the 
increased size of the generating units (about 200 H.P.) 
favoured that course. The mythical disadvantages arising 
from the gas engine exhausts are to be replaced by the 


Gas Engines for 
Power Stations. 


unquestionable disadvantages (in an exclusively residential . 


quarter) of a chimney and, very possibly, smoke nuisance, 


The committee are, of course, as helpless on electric light- 
ing questions as lambs, and trust implicitly to their con- 
sulting engineers, whose recommendations, it is not too much 
to expect, should be amply supported by up-to-date results 
obtained in actual practice. 

In basing any conclusions on the working of gas engine 
plants, modern direct driven examples at home and . abroad 
should in all fairness be considered. Their cheapness of 
operation, and freedom from exhaust troublee, are such as 
to hold out special inducements to those extending electrical 
generating plants—already gas driven from producers, which 
can be adapted for the use of cheap grade bituminous coal— 
equally as well as steam plant. | 

The guiding policy of using only that which one’s father 
and grandfather found satisfactory, has resulted too often in 
suppressing what might have become valuable engineering 
developments. 


| ТнозЕ who are unfamiliar with the | 
тве алена Вит ^ details of practice before Private Bill 
Committees in Parliament often wonder 
why ratepayers who object to a scheme put forward by their 
local authority do not take the opportunity of voicing their 
objections before the Committee. The answer is, that a 
ratepayer cannot be heard against the Corporation seal. He 
is presumed to have -assented to their election and to have 
authorised them to dispose of the ratepayers’ money in what- 
ever way they think proper. If he object to their policy, 
he must make himself heard at the municipal elections ; 
but, subject to certain rights to which we are about to draw 
attention, he can place no further check upon the representa- 
tives of his district. One exception may be noted in passing, 
namely, that frontagers on a projected line of tramway may 
be heard in opposition as frontagers, but not otherwise, In 
а case where a Borough Council acting on its own initiation 
promotes a Bill dealing with some important local matter 
without the subject having been mooted at the local elections, 
and consequently without the Council having received any 
mandate from the electorate, the Borough Funds Act 
provides certain safeguards which, alas, have only too 
seldom been called into requisition to check the aspirations 
of the municipal trader. This Act provides that the 
consent of owners and ratepayers must be obtained before 
the local authority can charge the rates with the expenses 
of promoting any Bill. Although ratepayers on this 
side of the Tweed do not often make use of the privi- 
leges conferred by this Act, the fact that they can 
do is some compensation for their exclusion from the 
committee rooms. Ratepayers beyond the Tweed, however, 
are not in such a fortunate position, for the Borough 
Funds Act, 1872, does not apply to Scotland, and yet the 
fule of Parliamentary practice which denies the right of 
any ratepayer to be HP in opposition to the corporate seal 
apparently holds good in Scotland. In this connection 
mention may be made of the St. Andrew's Links Bill (1894, 
R. & S., 349), and the Oban Pier Order Confirmation Bill 
(1896, 1. S. & A., 129), where it was argued, but without 
success, that in view of the fact that the Borough Funds 
Act did not apply to Scotland, the locus standi rule should 
be modified. It is important to observe, however, that in . 
the inquiry into the Kilmarnock tramways scheme held at 
Glasgow in July, 1903, under the new Scottish procedure, 
no objection was taken on the ground of representation to 
the locus standi of a body of ratepayers who objected to the 
policy of the proposal. Again, in the саве of the Paisley 
‘Tramways Order in 1901, ratepayers were hard against a · 
municipal tramway scheme, though, it is true, the ratepayers 
were in that case also owners, and their locus standi seems to 
have been sustained solely on that ground. 

It is obvious that the exclusion of ratepayers from taking 
апу part in Bills promoted by local authorities is necessary. 
To admit them would be to prolong the proceedings 
indefinitely. Parliament has wisely provided certain safe- 
guards for English ratepayers; it would be but fair to 
extend the same to Scotland, | | , 
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MOTOR-GENERATORS AND ROTARY 
CONVERTERS. 


By H. M. HOBART. 


(Continued from page 521.)* 

A LITTLE consideration will suffice to show that so far as 
relates to obtaining satisfactory automatic regulation of the 
commutator voltage by means of phase regalation, there 
should be employed a comparatively weak armature expressed 
in armature ampere-turns per pole, low saturation and low 
armature resistance. These conditions lead to much more 
liberally proportioned rotary converters than would other- 
wise be necessary. But in order not to make out too un- 
favourable a case for the rotary converter, from the stand- 
int of regulation by phase control, the estimations have 
based upon a machine with these features, and there- 

fore of decidedly liberal proportions. 
In Table I. are set forth the data assumed for the rotary 
converter :— 


TABLE I. 
Rated output . 600xw 
Commutator voltage 600 volts 
Number of poles... ry wa aes A 
Periodicity in cycles per second ves S. 25 
Speed in revolutions per minute aoe .. 250 
Internal voltage at full load output ... ... 613 volts. 
Full load current... T iss waa .. 1,009 amps. 
Full load efficiency at unity power factor. 96 % 
= 600 x 0:615 _ | 
At unity power factor the ү amperes input are equal to 
000008 == 980 amperes. 


496 x 3 x 213. 
The armature winding is of the 12-circuit single type. 
The alternating current component of the resultant cur- 
rent per armature conductor, at fall load and unity power 
factor, is equal to 
980 
173 x 12 
The assumed saturation curve for this machine is given in 


= 47°0 amperes. 


fig. 7. This shows for 618 internal volte, 8,900 ampere. 
- IP 


ган 


Ampere-turne per Ned epoel 


Fia. 7. 


turns per field шү. and for 600 volte, 8,600 smpere-turns. 

Hence the ordinates of the fall load characteristic for the 

point of minimum current (unity power factor), are 
980 amperes апа 8,900 ampere-turns. 

The machine bas 60 segments and 60 turns per pole, con- 
sequently 20 turns per pole per phase. To replace 8,900 
ampere-turns per field spool, the armature current required is 

8.900 


— —-..—. == 104 umperes per armature conductor. 
4°30T x 20 TET id 


* In the small-type text explaining the diagram in fig. 6, on 
page 521 of the ELTCTRICAL Review for September 25 zh, 1903, the 
ast two words in the second line should have been “synchronous 
motor” instead of '' rotary converter.” 

t This 4 30 is the constant, the derivation of which was exolained 
on page 521 of ELECTRICAL Ravisw for September 25th, 1903. 


THAN 


amperes input per 


Y 


This corresponds to a total wattless current input of 


124 ^ 980 — 2,170 amperes per phase. 


Hence for zero field excitation, and fall load output, the 
total current input is equal to | 


/ 980? + 2,170? = 2,380 amperes. 
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By determining in a similar manner the armature current 
required to replace—not the whole excitation as in the above 


- 


Efficiency and Power Factor 
Amperes input (Y) per 


o 291 80% 78+ 100%. 126%. боз. 170% 200+ 
Per cent. of Futt Load Current from Commutater 
Fic. 9. 


example — but portions thereof, the values in Table II. have 
been derived :— 


тшт | 
4 ЕЕЕ rr... EEEE ннан ынаан на аныны рын ан 


Vol. 53. No. 1,849, Ooronnn 2, 1903] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 529 


TaBLx II. ELECTRIC RAILWAYS IN EUROPE. 
Voltage at Amperes output | Field excitation in! Y amperes input | 
commutator. from commutator. | ampere-turns per phase. RESOMPTION OF THE HIGH-SPEED TRIALS AT BERLIN. 118 MILES 
X qud RM UL е AN HOUR ATTAINED. 
600 1,000 0 2,380 — ! 
A00 T1000 5000 1200 CERTAIN developments in connection with electric railway 
600 1,000 8,900 980 working in Europe may be expected to take place shortly. 
600 1,020 11,900 1,200 Herr E. Rathenau, as representing both the Allgemeine 
En 1 eee ates Elektricitäts Gesellschaft and the Union (Thomson-Houston) 


Electricity Co., of Berlin, has started for the United States 
-S xy in onder to return the visit paid to the German capital by 

Calculations at other loads gave the results in Table III. Mr. Coffin, president of the New York General Electric Co., 
for the amperes input per phase at varying excitation :— which may be recollected as having absorbed the Thomson- 


TABLE III. 


v amperes input. 
Ampere-turns field ехо. for following oontinuous-current outputs. 


eB : 2g ы м g 8 eg g м 

| ² 

0 950 80600 | 310 | 100 1,250 1,500 1.780 deg EE «RB HE 888 ЕЕ 

amperes, | amperes. amperes. | amperes. | amperes. | amperes. | amperes. | amperes o8 8 R 35 — 8 8 8 8 8 25 82 8 8 
| уса AM. NE Xm = ine . 
0 | 0 » 0 0 0 0 o 2.140 2,180 2,240 2,290 2.380 
3,000 | 3,000 3,000, 3,000 | 3 000 3,000 3.000 3,000 400 1,440 | 1,520 1,628 | 1,760 
6,000 | 6,000 | 6,000 | 6,000 ' 6 000 6,000 6,000 | 6,000 720 820 | 1,010 1, 200 
8,600 8,690 | 8,780 8,870 8,900 9,040 9.180 9,210 40 955 485 | 715 | 980 
11,200 11,380 11.560 11,740 | 11,900 | 12,080 | 12,260 | 12,420 650 720 820 1,010 1, 200 
14,200 14380 | 14,560 | 14,740 | 14,900 | 15,080 | 15,260 | 15,420 1,400 1,440 1,520 |1,028 |1,760 
17,200 | 17,330 | 17,560 | 17,740 | 17,900 | 18,080 | 18,260 | 18,420 | 2,140 | 2,180 | 2,240 |2,290 | 2,380 

| ` 


These values are plotted in the carves of fig. 8. -The 
points at which the broken line ab intersects the various load 
characteristics, correspond to the values of the total excita- 
tion automatically obtained when the shunt, winding is ad- 
justed to supply a constant excitation of 6,000 ampere-turns, 
and the series winding to give 3,850 ampere-turns at the 
fall load output of 1,000 amperes, this being 64 per cent. 
compounding at full load. This adjustment corresponds to 
unity power factor at $ load. The excitations at the 
different loads for the machine thus adjusted are given in 
Table ТҮ. 


Taste IV.—ADJUSTMENT WITH 64 PER CENT. COMPOUNDING AT 
FuLL Loap, AND FoR Uniry Ромка FACTOR at 75 РЕВ 
CENT. OF Foti Loap. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
! 
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Houston interests in that part of America some time ago. 
M. Thurnauer, of the French Thomson-Houston Co., has 
also proceeded to the States ; and it is eagy to understand 
that a family party is assembling in New York. What 
these conferences will lead to remains to be seen ; bat it would 
appear that certain agreements are contemplated in relation 
to a permanent interchange of ideas, patenta and experience, 
and a limitation of the markets in which the various interests 
may operate in the future. The electric railway question 
will take a prominent part in this direction ; and it is said 
that the Americans are prepared to co-operate with Ше: 
European companies in the establishment of a full gauge 
main line of railway as a result of the experiments, to the 
renewal of which reference is made below, now being made 
on the military railway near the German capital. 


Per cent of Total excitation in ampere- The high speed trials on the military railway between 
0 26000 Marienfeld and Zossen, in the neighbourhood of Berlin, 

25 per cent. 6,960 were resumed on September 17th, when Dr. Reichel, elec- 

50 „ 7.920 trical engineer, attained rates ranging up to 107 miles an 
е " 5220 hour. It may beremembered that about a year ago the рго- 
125 „ 10,790 moters of the experiments the Study Co.“ for electric 


Tase V.—RoTARY CONVERTER A Dos TED FOR Unrry POWER 
FaoroB aT ў Loap, AND 64 PER CENT. COMPOUNDING AT 
FuLL Loa p. 


express railways were successful in reaching a maximum 
speed of 100 miles an hour with two electric locomotives 


. built respectively by the Siemens & Halske Co. and the 


Allgemeine Electricitäts Gesellschaft, although the object in 
view was to accomplish 125 miles an hour. It was, how- 
ever, found that the rails would not permit of runs being 
made at a speed higher than 100 miles an hour, the track 
being pounded to pieces by the high speed locomotives. — 
Since then the Prussian military authorities have relaid the 
line, partly because it needed reconstruction, and partly for 
the purpose of allowing the trials of the electric locomotives 


3883 28 8 HE | 235 | BIB Е 8g. to be continued independently of the projected high speed 
5 822 | Bese a6 ; 898 oes 3 52 8 experiments which are to be made with steam locomotives 
3238 HE FE ' ESB 332 Р H on the same railway. The track has been re-laid with 
E 8 | ges” 72 5 58 288. | E "gà heavier rails throughout, those weighing 80 lbs. per yard 
oc б D E a 8 Oe . А ° 
& jx mw M 2 E 7 2 ha having been substituted for the 72-lb. rails formerly used, 
| | | pde anes while the number of transverse sleepers has been increased во 
0% 0 640 25 640 039 вою that there are now 18 sleepers for each 40 ft. of line. In 
"T. | at | $50 | iu | "e о | dee addition to these arrangements, guide rails have been laid 
75% 95175 | 720 — 720 100 8 870 down on specially constructed chairs in order to reduce to 
1009, 960% | 990 970 195 980 9,830 a minimum the possibility of derailment, the guide rails 
- r5% | 95475 | 1,255 1,190. | 400 950 | 10,790 rising about 2 in. above the head of the track rails. Various 
175 | ae о | е | 972 ber be. improvements have been introduced in the electric locomo- 
200 % : 920% | 2,900 | 1,980 | 1175 | 860 | 13,650 tives with a view to accomplishing the considerable speeds 
| | | ' aimed at by the tests. When the trials were resumed on Sep- 


The curves in fig. 9 are plotted from the results set forth 
in Table V. | 
(To be continued.) 


temb:r 17th the Siemens & Halske locomotive was brought 
into operation first, and the heavier track fully answered its 

Since then the locomotive of the Allgemeine 
Ele tricitäts Gesellschaft has also commenced its tests, and 


580 


РНН 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW.  [Vol53. No. 1,349, Остовив 2, 1903. 


the experimenta are being proceeded with six mornings a 
week. It is assumed as a result of the new trials that the 
speed of 125 miles an hour sought to be attained by the 
promoters will be accomplished within a conceivable period. 

Since the above lines were written, further experiments 
have been made, and on Saturday, September 26th, the 
enormous speed of 118 miles an hour was attained by one 
of the cars without the slightest hitch, both the locomotive 
and the track admirably answering their purpose. The cur- 
rent, which was supplied by the Ober Spree works, was 
transmitted at 13,500 volts for a distance of eight miles, 
and the experiments attracted a large number of visitors, 
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AvuTOMATIO CoaL-WBIGHING PLANT AT GLASdOw. 


who lined the railway stations along the route. Among the 
visitors were a number from England, who are ssid to have 
mostly been provided with cameras, although instantaneous 
photography by means of snapshots appears to be a difficult 
matter at the high speeds which were travelled. The trials 
have now been suspended fora short time, in order to allow 
of a thorough examination of the permanent way and the 


cars. 

The Union Electricity Co., of Berlin, has now inangurated 
а series of experiments on the Berlin suburban railway 
between Nieder-Schoneweide and Spindlersfeld as a result of 
arrangements made with the State railway authorities, the 
specially interesting fact being the employment of the 
single-phase alternating-current system for the purpose of 
attempting to solve the problem of electric traction on main 
or local lines. According to the agreement between the two 
parties, the company is to be permitted to make experiments 
for а period not exceeding two years fora consideration— 
the sum is reported to be £6,000—and the railway 
authorities have placed at the disposal of the company two 
six-axled coaches which have been converted into electric 
motor-car& The current, which is collected from an over- 


head conductor, and returned through the track rails, is 
single-phase alternating supplied by the Ober Spree electricity 
works at 6,000 volte, and the motors on the cars are arranged 
to work at this pressure. As the experiments proceed it is 
proposed to couple three trailers to each motor-car so as to 
form trains which are to be operated at from 20 to 85 miles 
an hour. It is scarcely necessary to say that the trials are 
attracting a considerable amount of interest in technical and 
railway circles, the latter being of opinion that a low pressure 
of 500 volte is entirely out of the question for railway 
purposes from a financial point of view. 

Various schemes for affording improved means of trans- 
port continue to engage attention in 
Berlin. One proposes extensions of 
the existing overhead and under- 
ground electric railway; a second 
suggests the construction of a city 
railway over the housetops between 
the north and the south of Berlin ; 
and a third projects the establish- 
ment of a suspended electric rail- 
way on the system in use at Barmen 
—Elberfeld. These and other schemes 
appear to make comparatively little 


progress. | 

The Austrian Minister for Rail- 
ways has invited all the electrical 
firms in that country, including the 
Austrian Siemens & Halske Co., the 
Schuckert Oo., and the Union Elec- 
tricity Co., to submit proposals for 
the introduction of electric traction 
on the new Alpine railways. As 
against this scheme it is reported 
that the project for the establish- 
ment of a direct line of electric rail- 
way between Vienna and Pressburg 
has now been definitely abandoned, 
as owing to the demands made by 
the Vienna municipal authorities, the 
line would be financially impossible. 

The Italian Mediterranean Railway 
Co. is reported to have concluded an 
agreement with an international 
financial syndicate for the purpose of 
making investigations in order to 
Place before the Government a scheme 
for the construction of an electric 
railway between Rome and Naples. 
The existing line connecting the t wo 
cities is 154 miles in length, but the 
proposed new railway would only be 
129 miles long. It is estimated that 
the cost of constructing the railway, 
which would be equipped on the 
third-rail system, would amount to 
£4,000,000. It is understood that 
the Government will introduce a Bill 
to deal with the question at an early 
date, and a subsidy of £510 per mile per annum may be 
granted in aid of the line. 

The Belgian Government has under consideration pro- 
posals from the following for the construction of an express 
electric railway between Antwerp and Brussels: —M. Empain, 
the Cockerill Co., Siemens & Halske, Syndicat de L'Inter- 
provincial, Bruxelles—Anvers, M. Muellender, Mr. Behr, 
Zollikoffer, De Vigne'and De Bauw. 


COAL SCALES FOR POWER STATIONS. 


Tum above illustration is a view of the boiler house of one of the 
Glasgow Corporation electric supply stations, and shows a row of 
10 Babcock & Wilcox boilers. e usual coal bunker runs over 
these boilers, and between the bunkers and the boilers there is an 
installation of automatic coal scales, made by the well-known 
Birmingham firm of weighing machinists, Messrs. W. and T. 
Avery, Ltd. 

The scale is fitted with double shutters which control the coal 
supply, and so work that large lumps of coal can be passed into 
the weigh hopper. This latter is arranged to weigh 100 lbs.. or 
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1 cwt. of coal, and every time this exact weight of coal has‘ been 
drawn from the bunker, the supply is cut off, and the contents of 
the weighing bucket are discharged to the automatic stokers. The 
scale is arranged to regulate itself to the amount the stoker requires, 
so that if the boiler is using varying quantities of coal, say, from 
5 to 50 owt. per hour, the scale regulates itself to the demand. 
Ordinary weights are used in the weigh pan, and the beam of the 
scale being even-armed, the accuracy of the weighings can be regu- 
lated within 1 per cent. 'The rope-drive, which is seen in the 
illustration, is for the agitators, the use of which is necessary 
when lumpy coal is used. 'The Glasgow Corporation has another 


power station which is aleo equipped with these scales, and they 


are understood to fulfil every requirement. 

Prior to tbe introduction of the complete installation, we under- 
stand that the Corporation had one machine on trial for a period of 
about 18 months, the working of which was so satisfactory that 
Mesers. Avery were commissioned to instal a further 13 machines. 

The origioal photograph was taken by the kind on of 
Mr. W. A. Chamen, the engineer-in-chief of the Glasgow station. 


ON SOME PAPERS READ AT SARATOGA, 
SEPTEMBER, 1903. 


THE American Railway, Mechanical and Electrical Associa- 
tion has held its first annual meeting at Saratoga. This 
Association is in reality an offshoot of the American Street 
Railway Association, and is the outcome of a desire on the 
part of the shop foremen, superintendents and master 
mechanics, or the executive staff of American Street Rail- 
ways, to inquire more closely into the vital details of 
operation which have so much to do with the economical 
running of cars. 

The parent Association discussed, in general, papers deal- 
ing with the whole aspect and policy of street railways, and 
a large section of members found that many of these papers, 
while not beyond their comprehension, were rather too 
much outside the requirements of their daily life in the 
shops. So, too, we find, meeting at Saratoga for the first 
time, the members of the Street Railway Accountante' 
Association of America, all yearning for a feast of specialised 
information such as they could not get without long waita 
between courses at the meetings of the parent Association. 

The Street Railway Journal, as usual, reprints the whole 
of the papers and the full discussions, and we propose to 
skim a little of the cream off both. The length and breadth 
of the discussions on the papers is sufficient proof that the 
Mechanical and Electrical Association has been formed to 
some good purpose, and its annual meetings should be 

with considerable interest by British workers in 
the same field. 

Mr. Baker, superintendent of the Boston Elevated shops, 
thinks that the first thing in the care &nd maintenance of 
car bodies is to give the car builders drawings of every 
detail, so that a car by any builder is indistinguishable from 
the remainder. The stock of spare parts is much reduced 
thereby, and after the cars are in service men can do more 
work in 8 day on them than they could if designs were 
continually altering. 

How clearly that must be brought home to everyone 
who has to repair two cars built by different makers, but 
E the same service under identical conditions, each 

ving the same general appearance and seating capacity ! 
If these two cars came into the shops after a severe collision, 
how often is it found that the dashboards are bent to the 
same sweep, that the platform bearers, the end-sills, or the 
doors are {nterchangeable ? With half-a-dozen different 
makes of cars in the sheds, it is long odds on none of those 
things fitting any but the car for which they were made. 

On the way in which a car is washed depends ita life to 
some extent, and the matter is of vital importance to the 
paint and varnish. The methods used in America differ 
widely, as they do in England. On the New York Central 
сагв are dry-wiped, and washed only on damp days. It is 
said that the varnish stands better under this treatment ; 
but the Pullman Co., after a trial of dry-wiping and 
washing, say that little difference was noticeable after 
twelve months, Mr. Baker himself has the cars washed 
once a week in dry weather, and every day in wet 
or muddy weather, using cold water and as little alkali 
or soap as possible and that only when necessary. It 


is interesting to hear that the Elevated cars become во coated 


. and grimed with oxide from the excessive wear of the brake- 


shoes when going through the subway, that it is impossible 
to remove the dirt without the varnish. 

Other roads seemed to favour the use of some kind of 
soap, chiefly linseed-oil soap with a little alkali in it to clean 
off the dirt better. The chief objection to this is that 
car-washers always will use too much soap if they get a 
chance. The remedy is to give out the soap and alkali in 
the form of a very weak solution ; otherwise the varnish is 
damaged, and soap lodges in all the corners and crevices. 
On one line, at least, washing with water was carried to such 
an extreme that the floors rotted out. Possibly, on account 
of difference in the excellence of the work, the number of cars 
cleaned per diem per man varies greatly. At Boston one 
man cleans seven cars, and that with between 80 cent. 
and 90 per cent. of cars in constant use, while another 
road comes a little below this record with six cars per man, 
and one gets near the vanishing point with one car one man. 
Without knowing the local conditions and the size of the 
сагв, it is impossible to make any real comparison. 

Car cleaning is work which lends iteelf naturally to piece- 
work, but inspection must be keen and rejection of bad work 
certain, as with all piece-work. 

One or two notions respecting painting might be worth 
the consideration of European managers. At Boston, for 
instance, a car is given two coate of finishing varnish on the 
exterior before leaving the paint shop, but is not given the 
third coat, which most people consider necessary, until it has 
been in service for six months. That gives the varnish time 
to settle down to conditions, and makes a hard, smooth and 
durable surface for the final coat. The author of the paper 
made a strong point, when he introduced the subject of 
painting, by saying that it is quite unnecessary to bring 
street cars up to the pitch of private carriages. All that is 
required is to ensure “durability, cleanliness and wholesome 
appearance at a minimum cost,” and, to obtain these 
qualities, he advocates the use of nothing but the best 
material. | | 

Another speaker made a similar point when saying that 
he aimed to build a car with the smoothest and plainest 
interior possible. That does not mean discomfort or ugli- 
ness, but leads to less dust and ditt, and so to greater 
cleanliness and less expense in cleaning. 

It is of the first importance in painting that the foundation 
should be well and truly laid. The priming must be well 
rubbed in over every portion of the car, and the filling must 
be done with great care. | 

Influential speakers discountenanced the use of rubbing 
varnish, which, they think, makes a brittle surface. 

Our experience of English tramways rather leads to the 
impression that many of the smaller concerns, and some of 
the larger ones, take insufficient interest in the process of 
painting, the manager being content to leave the details of 
the work, without question, to the painters, and to gaze with 
a kind of picture-gallery rapture on the glossy sides, 
decorated with many-coloured coats of arms, as a car leaves 
the shop. Neither is it recognised to any serious extent how 
much the life of the paint depends on the treatment of the 
varnish in washing. Car cleaning is considered, too often, 
as а cleansing process pure and simple, instead of a 
combined cleansing and preservative process. 

Long ago in these columns we expressed a wish that the 
aloppy American style of wiring to be found in most, English 
cars, keeping company with American equipments, might 
be replaced by a less crude and safer style, and we find that 
this desire has spread to America, and has been fostered 
by the recent electrical fires in tunnel trains. 

One large system is putting fire-proof mats at the back of 
lighting switches, and is baring the leads into the switches 
for 6 in., putting on asbestos stockings. 

The Boston Elevated has equipped four cars with 
1] in. pipe, the motor leads encased in 1] in. lead pipe, 
which runs from the usual linen hose covering the main 
cables, under the seats and direct to the motors. The hose 
itself is fastened up under the seats. On other leads a special 
fireproofed cable is used. 

Mr. Old’s paper on “ Improvements in Street Car 
Motors" was short and pithy, and the discussion was long 
and valuable. 

The most interesting portions are those referring to the 
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abandonment of pit work, the use of solid gears, and the 
acknowledgement that oil is better tban grease for lubricating 
motor bearings. 

The call on motor manufacturers now is for a motor of 
which the top half can be lifted with the least disturbance 
of the truck, This allows overhauling to be done from the 
floor, instead of from a pit, as the general practice has been 
hitherto. 

We are convinced by the results of actual experience that 
floor work is both better and cheaper than pit work, if proper 
tools and tackle are provided. We refer, of courte, to over- 
hauling and general repair work only. Inspection pits are 
essential always for much of the everyday adjustment and 
cleaning. 

We have hardly considered the possibility of using solid 
gears as against split gears in England, and the idea seems 
to be not at all widespread in the States. The cast-steel 
split gears undoubtedly are open to objection, in that the 
bolts clamping the two halves on the axle are liable to 
stretch enough to loosen the gear. Sometimes, too, a nut 
drops off, or a bolt-hesd sbears, with the inevitable result 
that theteeth of both pinion and gear are badly mauled, and 
the armature ghaft is bent. 

A solid cast gear would be bored out and pressed on to the 
keyed seat just like a wheel, and would never budge or drop 
nuts around. Tbe idea sounds good, but there was much 
questioning at Saratoga as to the method of getting the gear 
off the axle again. It is obvious that tbe gear cannot be 
removed unless a wheel is removed too; to this we should 
have little objection, as gear and wheel should last nearly 
the same time, barring accidents; but the difficulty arises if 
it is found impossible to remove the wheel and the gear one 
at a time, Wheels are obstinate masses sometimes, even 
when persuaded by a 100-ton press, and have to be “ flogged ” 
with sledges in addition on occasion. What would happen, 
then, with double the work to до? 

Nevertheless such gears actually are running, and the 
relative cheapness of their manufacture, added to the се- 
tainty of their remaining intact and tight, might make it 
cheaper to use them instead of the split gear, even if they 
have to be split off the axles. 

It bas been evident for years to most English tramway 
engineers that cil lubrication is better in every way than grease. 
In fact, if the American motors, so largely used here in the 
earlier days, had not been designed with grease-boxes, it ів 
doubtful if anyone would have used grease. On account of 
the severity of their winters, the Americans had some excuse 
for using a lubricant which must be always inferior to oil. 
Many roads have used oil for a long time, bnt the question 
of the relative merits of grease and oil still occupies a lead- 
ing үл in discussions of this nature. 

The testimony offered at the Saratoga Convention is all 
to the effect that oil increases the life of the bearings three 
or four times, and that hot boxes cease to trouble. 

If there is any road in England still using grease, that 
road is not paying as well as it might. 

A sore trouble on many tramways has been the constant 
breaking of gear cases. This may be caused either by the 
low-hung rigid cast-iron case encountering a high sett, or 
some such obstacle; or the bolts holding the two halves 
together, and both on to the motor case, may slacken, when 
vibration will break the top or bottom half. As may be 
supposed, the mortality among bottom halves is much higher 
than among top halves. Now the cost of renewing even a 
half case would buy dinners for many a poor man, во that 
any modification promising improved life is to be welcomed. 
Several were described at this convention. One gentleman 
makes the top half of malleable iron, and cuts about 4 in. 
off the lower half, to which he fastens a No. 20 sheet-iron 
bottom. This gear case is as rigid as the original ; the part 
moet subject to blows is made to bend instead of breaking, 
and the top half, which was often broken by the shock trans- 
mitted through the lower half, is made more elastic. The 
firat cost of this case will be more than before, but the 
renewals will be much redaced. 

Cases constructed entirely of sheet-steel are being intro- 
du: ed in this country, and if the joints can be made lastingly 
tight, they should prove satisfactory ; although we are 


* 


inclined to prefer, on the face of it, the design of the 


President of the Convention, which consists of a light angle 
frame, curved te the form of а case, the sides being made of 


1%-іп. wood and the periphery of }-in. wood, so thin on 
the periphery as to allow a loose bolt to break through 
instead of being caught between the gears. The structure is 
elastic, the weight is reduced by one-half or more, vibration 
and noise should be decreased, heavy maintenance charges 
8 and, chief of all advantages, the cases can be home- 
made. 

It does not appear that this type of case has been tried at 
all extensively on the cars of the underteking where it 
originated, so that we have still to hear of the disadvantages, 
which are not anticipated, but always arrive. They will 
consist chiefly, in our opinion, in the difficulty of preventing 
leakage of grease, but we believe that the design is moch 
bearer perfection than anything eeen before. | 

The paper on “ Shop Kinks” contains no very new matter, 
as the discussion testified, for the only “kinks” which 
seemed to interest the members were the re-insulation of 
field-coile, and testing armatures by the alternating field 
method. The latter is not at all new in this country, nor 1n 
the States for the matter of that, but it might be used more 
extensively in tramway repair shops with advantage. | 

Whether or no it pays to re-insulete scrapped field coils 
depends entirely on the prices obtainable for scrap and new 
copper, and the cost of labour in re-insulating. We have 
some experience of sending old coils to cable makers to be 
cleaned and double-cotton covered, and do not think the 
game worth the candle, if indeed it is not more expensive 
than buying new wire. . 

The author of the paper practises burning off the cotton, 
opening out the coil over a long bar, scraping the wire 
clean and then lapping it with tape. 

During the process the individual coils have not loet 
their shape, and they are returned to their original positions 
easily. A taping machine is used also, and the coil is un- 
wound to be passed through it. 

Several speakers were familiar with these methode, one 
having used a taping machine for seven years. This 
gentleman burns the old covering off not only to get rid of 
the covering, but also to soften the wire, which, as is well 


. known, becomes brittle with use. He does not apply any 


extra tension to the tape, and uses a thin tape gummed on 
one side, 

Another gentleman using the same method is able to turn 
out eight coils per diem with six men. He finds it necessary 
to press the coils to get them tight (using the wheel-press 
for the work), and locates bad work with the alternating 
field. 

Sometimes, when motorsare too small for their work, cotton- 
covered fields soon bake and burn out, and asbestos-covered 
wire has to be used. Unfortunately, pure asbestos tape of 
sufficient strength to withstand application to the wire is 
hard to find, and it is impossible often to add more than a 
single cotton covering. A speaker in the discussion on the 
paper on “ Improvements in Street Car Motors,” mentioned 
above, stated that he had managed to get a special ssbestos 
yarn after much trouble. The wire is coated with a com- 
pound which helps the asbestos to cling to it. This wire is 
wound оп а metal former, each layer being coated with a 
mixture of shellac and whiting, and the fully-wound field 
bound up tightly to prevent swelling, and put in the oven. 
Then the coil is taped, dipped in insulating compcund, and 
waterproofed as much as possible. 

As a general rule field coils do a lot of damage before 
they fail altogether. On a number of systems the lower 
coils in the old G.E. motors, for instance, are constantly in 
contact with mud and water. Between overhaulings there 
may be time for damp to penetrate to the wire, with the 
result that the first few layers gradually short-circuit. It 
is obvious that the armature will not be improved under 
those conditions. Possibly it burns out, and, alas! 
possibly the shop foreman does not order the fields to be 
removed with the armature, so that the real cause of the 
mischief remains to work havoc with another armatare. 

The last paper read, entitled Саг-вһор Practice, produced 
such a valuable discussion, and is productive of so many more 
remarks, that it must be dealt with in a ceparate article. 


Finsbury Technical College.—The evening classes, 


lectures and laboratory work, &c., recommence on October bth for 
the new 


- 
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THE EMERGENCY BRAKE. 


JUST as surely as night follows day, so surely is any acci- 
dent on a tramway succeeded by a regular deluge of letters 
from inventors who have patented, or who want to patent, 
the only contrivanoe that will make such accidents impos- 
sible for ever after. 

We have all heard of tbat celebrated ** Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineer," hailing from Burnley, who has in- 
vented, or, at least, advertises inventions relating to every 
part of a car, overhead equipment, or track, and illustrates 
them in the style of the melodramatic poster. 


Naturally the last run-away car brought him out again 


аз fresh as ever, and our mail was heavier by eight closely- 
written quarto pages all about the utter uselessness of any 
brake except his own. А 

Extracts from the Board of Trade Inspectors’ reports 
respecting the Jast three or four accidents are requisitioned 
to prove this, to the writer's satisfaction at any rate, and Dr. 
Louis Bell is rung up again. Then follows a description of 
the brake in the inventor's best style. 

This description is remarkable chiefly on account of the 
longest sentences ever written in any language. (After care- 
ful study we believe the letter to be written in a patented 
form of English.) Two of these sentences occupy more 
than three pages of the letter, and we have told off one of 
the staff to do breathing exercises for & month before we 
allow him to take the risk of reading them. 

Out of the most luxuriant growth of verbiage thst ever we 
have seen we take the following :—** They are on the principal 
(sic) of those used on carts: a shoe with a sole a little wider 
than the wheel which mounts it when dropped in front, 
going down hil and is held by a chain. If two were 
applied, ore to each wheel, the cart could not travel." 
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On account of the complicated nature of this inventior, we 
reproduce the drawing sent. 
The grandeur of this invention is well shown by the fact 


that the shoes are 18 in. long and broad, and are in addition: 


*file-faced." Naturally, the next two sheets are taken up 
by an explanation of the drawing. Then the writer says :— 
* The car is, of course, arrested abruptly, but, as the driver 
will have confidence in them, and his equanimity will not be 
disturbed, and can call out to the passengers to ‘sit tight.’ 
and, although they may become more closely acquainted with 
each other by being bumped together, and perbaps feel some- 
whet nndignified and indignant, they will not be injured by 
a collision.” With what a delicate touch of humour is the 
deceleration of the passengers portrayed, and how comforting 
it is to know that none of them will be injured by a 
collision ; or do the words hide some subtle double meaning ? 

The writer is as much at home with French as he is 


with English, and means to show it when he underlines : 


contre ems and uses it in a sense as yet undiscovered by the 
Academie. 

In case managers do not comprehend what risks they 
incur while they sre without the new shoe emergency brake, 
we quote an ominous sentence near the end :—** . . . tbe 
liability will not be placed on the motorman, but those 
above him, if they do not provide them, as, in my opinion, 
there are none equal: or that can be compared with them, 
and are во reliable, efficient and powerful, consequently tbe 
liability will becbme very serious and may not be confined 
to compensation for injuries, but manslaughter, if not for a 
more serious crime." 


We await, with some impatience, the day when the 
neglect to use this Burnley gentleman's *shoe brake" will 
be made a capital offence. Now that we have given the 
device full publicity, there can be no excuse for not making 
use of it, and we hope that every gallows in the country 
will be worked overtime if further backwardness is shown. 
The only alternative to the gallows should be a ride in a car 


‚ ending with an application of the emergency brake described 


above. 


a) 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Priority in ОП Break Switches. 


In the paper read before the British Association recently by 
Mr. W. B. Woodhouse, it is said that “the first oil break switch 
to be put into practical use was at the Paderno power station 
in 1897," and that “this was designed by Messrs. Brown, 
Boveri & Co.” 

This statement should have been qualified to apply to the 
Continent only, because it is well-known that oil break 
switches were used in this country earlier than 1897. 
This company designed oil break switches in 1894. The 
first large switch gear made which contained oil break 
switches was installed by us at the City of London E.S. Co.'s 
works at Bankside. The switches were erected and tested 
in 1895, and the complete equipment was put into constant 
use in the following year; and it has been giving—as far 
as we are aware— satisfactory results ever since. Originally 
the gear consisted of 60 panels, each auitable for a maximum 
capacity of about 750-Kw. at 2,000 volts, but it has since 
been extended to about 80 panels of the same design. 

It may also interest your readers to be reminded that 
Mr. Ferranti’s patent for “ electric switches in which the 
contacts are immersed in oil or other insulating fluid upon 
breaking," was applied for in 1895. 

Ferranti, Ltd. 


Hollinwood, Lancs., September 22nd, 1908. 


— ꝗ – - w — — 


A Unique Steam Engine. 


When recently called in to report upon the plant of an 
old works, using a number of small steam engines to drive 
separate shops, it was necessary to make some trials of the 
various engines. One of these, which was said to be 42 
years old, gave such an extraordinary indicator diagram and 
was generally in sach a bad state, that its case may be in- 
teresting to your readers and instructive to the users of 
machinery as showing how extremely unwise it is not to 
keep a close watch upon the performance of their engines, 
&c. Had this been done in the case which is referred to, 
many hundreds of pounds would have been saved, as it was 


\ 


FRONT ADMISSION 


easy to show that the saving in coal per annum, as the 
result of installing a more «conomical engine, would have 
paid for such a new engine every year ! 

The engine was a simple, horizontal, double-acting, non- 
condensing one with an ordinary D slide-valve and Watt 
governor, governing by throttling. The cylinder was 12 in. 
in diameter, and the stroke was 24 in. Neither the cylinder 
nor the steam chest was lagged. The slide-valve was loose 
on its spindle, the play being about 1 in., and hence the ex- 
tremely late admission as shown by the accompanying 
indicator diagram. On removing the back cylinder cover 
it was possible to pass a wooden 2 ft. rule between the 
piston rings and the cylinder walls. This space on measure- 
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ment proved to be j in. wide, tapering to nothing on either 
side, the extreme arc of the gap subtending an angle of 
about 120° at the centre of the piston. 


A, S. E. Ackermann. 
Westminster, Sepiember 24th, 1908. 


An Aspect of the Fiscal Question. | 


In his recent address to the British Association, to which 
you have already referred, Sir Norman Lockyer brought & 
grave and well-merited charge against the men of science in 


this country in their capacity of citizens, to the effect that 


they did not organise, and so put themselves into a position 
to bring pressure to bear upon the Government towards the 
fartherance of objects of general utility. Sir Norman, it 
will be remembered, was speaking of educational matters 
only, but it is clear that his accusation has a wider signific- 
ance. By the very nature of his training and consequent 
habit of thought, the man of science sees things in a dif- 
ferent light from the man of commerce or the party 
politician ; and if he were to take part in a parliament of his 
peers, questions would be discussed in a broader and more 
exact spirit, free from the personalities and vulgarities which 
disgrace the meetings of so many local bodies (especially in 
the metropolis), and to a large extent free from the class or 
party manceuvres which waste the greater part of the time 
of the House of Commons, 

It is very depressing to see that the overwhelming 
majority of our fellow citizens are not only devoid of the 
power of “scientific,” i. e., precise and logical thought, but 
that they are also unwilling to allow their early prejudices 
and original party sympathies—and what is extreme party 
feeling but prejudice ?—to be weakened or even assailed. 
Take, for example, a morning suburban train filled with a 
miscellaneous collection of City men; each passenger is 
studiously reading a daily paper, an avowed, strenuous, and, 
in some cases, almost unscrupulous party organ. The 
philosopher at once jumps to the conclusion that each party 
reader i8 poring over a paper representing the opposite party 
view, in order that he may see the strength of the enemy’s 
arguments and his own weaknesses, Indeed, he is doing no 
such thing ; he is busy acquiring a more or less narrow and 
bigoted creed, and congratulating himself on having the 
‘intelligence to hold that creed, which he thinks his own. 
Other readers with more intelligence are so obsessed with a 
sense of their own importance—not necessarily their in- 
dividual importance, but the importance of the class or 
section of business to which they belong—that with, perhaps, 
the best will in the world, they are unable to see the 
bearings of any question except in so far as it affects them- 
selves and their class; and whether they study the paper 
which most nearly reflects their views or not, they speak 
and vote as if theirs was the only important interest in the 
country. 

Now, although most of us—not men of science alone—are, 
especially after the eventa of recent years, more or less keenly 
alive to our duties, privileges and responsibilities as citizens 
of the British Empire, we have, most of us, to earn our 
living, to maintain our wives and families, and to educate 
our children as well as possible. We must, therefore, and 
we have a perfect right, while not neglecting the welfare of 
the community at large, to look after our own pockets, which 
means the pockets of everyone whose income is made on 
lines similar {о опг own. It seems, accordingly, that men of 
science should not simply combine to form a representative and 
militant body for the propagation cf scientific views because 
those views, in our opinion, explain what the country as a 
whole needs; but that we should combine—as а trades 
union, the cynic will immediately say—because- the pro- 
mulgation of those views will benefit us first. It appears to 
follow from this, and if we were to combine and take 
meagures to put our opinions regularly before the country, 
we should only be another party or one-sided and narrow- 
minded organisation, seeing everything only from the stand- 
point of the laboratory or our banker’s pass-book. But 
although the single man of scientific training is, after all, only 
human, has a stomach and a pocket, and cannot claim to be 
wholly free from class or business prejudice; a joint 
assembly of men of science, embracing, say, the electrician, 
chemist, engineer, physician, statistician, historian and 


geographer, would have as entirely divergent personal or 
class interests as the two political parties at Westminster, 
and the outcome of their deliberations would be an im- 
personal view, a logical view. a highly-intellectual view, а 
view which, being “ scientific,” would tend to the benefit of 
the nation. 

But the point we are coming to is that the opinion even 
of a solitary, properly-trained, broad-minded, well-read man 
of science is likely to be better balanced even on a matter 
outside his own special department of inquiry, especially on 
a fiscal question, tban that of the best single man of 
commerce, or the spokesman of the most enlightened work- 
men’s trade union. Putting aside the greater power of 
logical thought which his training has given him, his pocket 
is leas interested in the matter. Nearly all sections of the 
community have self-interest in questions of fiscal policy ; 
the maker or seller of things (i e., the workman, shopkeeper 
and the manufacturer); the man who supplies or handles 
the money required in the process (the capitalist and the 
banker); and the party politician who supporta his party in 
order to gain office or honours from that party. But what 
is our position, we who earn our living by fees? And how 
does that other larger section of the people stand which is in 
receipt of salaries, clerks, cashiers, salesmen, non-wage- 
taking employés generally ? We and they are in the same 
situation here. From our aspect there has been a general 
depreciation in the value of money during the past five or 
10 years, for with the same gross income we are much worse 
off than we were, The merchant and shopkeeper have put up 
their prices, organised labour has clamoured for and won 
higher wages, until their additional receipts balance their 
increased expenditure. But the consultant, the industrial 
and the commercial salary taker, the brain worker gene- 
rally, asks and gets only the same payment that he did in 
Mr. Gladstone's time; and some of us, as even Mr. 
Carnegie would admit, are important members of the 
population. 

If, therefore, it is our duty as public-minded citizens to 
put our highly-cultivated brain-power and general intel- 
ligence at the service of the community, and after having 
discussed rationally, impassionately, and to the best of our 
lights, the advieability of making any changes in our fiscal 
system, as well as the probable effect of such changes (if 
any), to give our digested opinions due publicity—if that is 
our duty, and we cannot deny it, it is equally our duty or 
our right to see Where we shall stand in the matter. It is 
comparatively easy for any workman or guild of workmen, 
for any manufacturer, for any importer or exporter, for any 
party-led politician to forecast whether, and if so, to what 
extent, he shall personally derive any gain or loss from any 
alteration in our present national system ; but where do we 
* come in ?" It is notorious that salaries exhibit the highest 
coefficient of friction known in the money market—especially 
when the force is applied in an upward direction. Those of 
us who are employed in factories are probably mucb better 
off than pure consultanta in attracting to ourselves any share 
of any additional profits which may be made. But those of 
us who are consultants merely—and surely we deserve some 
cousideration—seem to be in a position where we stand to 
derive no advantage from any benefit to the general trade of 
the country which may follow a changein, or a maintenance 
of, our present fiscal system. If, in consequence of a change 
in, or of a refusal to change, our existing Free Trade 
methods, the commerce of the country diminishes or 
languishes, we consultants shall have fewer fees to collect, 
and we shall be worae off, even on the assumption that we are 
able to maintain our present rates of payment ; but if, in 
consequence of a change or no change in our methods, trade 


. prospera and grows, our commercial friends will at once say 


that they have no longer need of our services; for (to the 
keen, bat narrow business mind) the extra pro will be 
obviously due to purely political causes, over which the man 
of science has admittedly no control. : 


Electricity v. Gas. | 
With reference to “College Court’s” letter in last week’s 
igsue, we suggest that another reason why gas is adopted 
instead of electricity for lighting new dwelling-house 
property is because the gas mains are laid into any district 
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where building has commenced, in anticipation of con- 


. sumers, whereas very few authorities will lay electric light 


mains until sufficient. connections are guaranteed to cover 
the cost, plus 20 per cent. The old proverb, * A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush," appeals very forcibly to the 
builder of cottage property who wants to let his houses 
practicall as soon as the roof i8 on, and who naturally 
prefers gas, which he can obtain without any restrictions or 
conditions being imposed, to electricity, the supply of which 
is hedged round with all sorts of guarantees of minimum 
consumption, number of consumers, and very frequently 
part payment of the cost of connection. | 


R. J. Nicholson & Co. 
Manchester, em ber 26ih, 1903. 


Capping Casing. 


As an old reader of your paper, I should be very much 
obliged if you could give me any advice on this subject. 
The mains super. and tester of the company who supply the 
district I am working in with current, insists on having 
capping screws put inon the outside of 14-in. casing: it makes 
it very awkward to do so, as the fillets of the 14-in. casing 
are so thin, and one has to get the screws so near the edge 
of the capping that it very often splits, perhaps at the last 
one, and all that capping has to come down, and the work 
be done again. I have had 10 years in the line as wireman, 
aud have always put capping screws in the centre of 1}-in., 
but 2-in. and over I always cap at tbe sides. 
the testa come out at infinity there is nothing to grumble at in 
the insulation, so I presume it is a bit of contrariness on the 
official’s part. There is nothing mentioned about that in 
the company’s rules, and what I want to know is, has he 
power to order а contractor as to how he shall do his work in 
the matter of putting screws in the position he likes to order, 
as I have worked under nearly all the London Supplies, and 
have never had any question like that, provided the job came 
up to test.? ' 

Worried. 

[The screws sbould be put in the centre of 1}-in. casing. 
—Eps. ELEC. Rkv.] | 


Smoke Abatement. 


In reference to Mr. Daniel's letter in your issue of 
September 11th ult, the writer, in summing up, says:— 
* What is the good of fining steam users for creating a smoke 
nuisance if we cannot show them the remedy ?" But if it 
can be shown that, there is à remedy, I suppose he would 
continue fining them. I have no interest in any smoke 
appliance, save as engineer to a large firm in Lancasbire ; I 
quite agree with him in condemning forced draughts and 
hollow bare, and I might add moving and rocking bars, but 
I believe in sprinkling stokers and suitable stationary fire- 
bars. I do not believe iu sprinkling stokers that use springs 
and tappets to throw the coals on to the farnace simply for 
this reason, after they have worked a short time they fail to 
do their duty, on account of the springs getting weaker, and 
the tappet wearing. Then the fireman has to help them, 
as they fail to cover the fire-bars, and allow cold air into 
the flue. Another great fault is that of depositing the coal 
on the dead-plate, causing the fireman to open the fire-doors 
every few minutes to push the coal into the furnace, and by 
doing so, making black smoke; the wear and tear on the 
spring and tappet sprinkling stokers are rather heavy. In my 
opinion there is only one sprinkling stoker which is perfect; 
it is made by Whittaker, of Burnley. The coal is thrown on 
by revolving sbovels, which never vary in throwing the coals 
all over the furnace equally. No coal is deposited on the 
dead-plate, and when the door is opened to relieve the fire, 
by rake or fork, which is only done about every hour or two, 
there is no coal on the dead-plate, you are moving only in 
red fire, therefore no black smoke arises. 

In wear and tear it beats all other sprinkling stokers 
hollow. It sends a third less coal on at one time than any 
other, has an equal measure, and is easy to regulate; you 
can stop one flue in a moment to clean off, and keep the 
other flae running. No cold air goes through the fire-door, 
or any other part of the machine; the fire-bars are sta- 
tionary, and are the best I have seen. The next point to 
consider is making the most steam, and entirely doing away 


As most of 


with black smoke; to do this you must have sufficient 
draught. In ordinary mill chimneys the draught under the 
fire-bars ranges from 500 to 600 ft. per minute; in order to 


do away with smoke you must have 1,100 to 1,200 ft. per 


minute, and the very best way to get it is by putting in an 
induced draught fan, which will give draught sufficient to 
take all the burning material out of the coals, make plenty 
of steam, save coal and do away with the black smoke in 
conjunction with the stoker. 15 per cent. can be saved 
with these appliances, as I have proved, which means 
about 60 per cent. on the outlay, and the machines will 
work well for 25 years with very little wear and tear; as 
there are very few wearing parts they can be made new again 
at a small expense. There is a remedy for the production 
of black smoke, and it ought to be enforced by the magis- 
trates, seeing that it will pay the steam users to do it. 


Richard Ashworth. 


Automatic Fire Alarms. 


To reply to M. Guarini’s letter in your issue of the 18th 
would simply oblige me torepeat much of what I last wrote, 
and this would hardly prove of interest to your readers. He 
writes with a knowledge of Continental conditions with 
which I am unfamiliar, and I have the advantage conferred 
by daily contact with the fire service and industry in this 
country. It is quite possible that these conditions are 
widely divergent, but so far as I am concerned, I am unable 
to say anything about the state of the industry, its limitations 
and privileges in Europe. My remarks apply to (Great 
Britain only. 

M. Guarini has drawn an entirely wrong conclusion from 
my paper so faras Mr. Siemens is concerned. I did not 
seek to discourage the use of street alarms, but simply to 
draw a comparison between the specific nature of the 
information conveyed by the automatic alarm as against the 
general or district call transmitted by the street box. It is 
not the fact that street alarms are decreasing in use, and I 
hope it never will be. They are a city’s contribution to the 
minimising of fire waste, as opposed to the systems adopted 
by individuals for their own protection. Both can develop 
side by side, and the existence of the one is no justification 
for the absence of the other. Possibly M. Guarini has only 
seen the garbled version of my paper circulated by the 
British Fire Prevention Committee. So much had heen 
* edited into” the printed copy circulated before I was aware 
of it at the Congress, that I read from my manuscript, and 
forbade the inclusion of the “expanded” version in the 
official minutes of the Congress. 

M. Guarini assumes impossible conditions. It is useless 
speculating upon what disadvantages would follow the direct 
connection of every house in London with the brigade 
stations, because none know so well as those connected with 
the industry that such a state of things will never happen. 
I shall be glad if ever the automatic fire alarm becomes as 
general as the telephone, and the thousands of these in use 
do not seem to have interfered with daylight in the manner 
suggested. Small houses, buildings occupied by а number 
of tenants, or single tenants with short leases, dwellings, &c., 
where insurance rates are in the neighbourhood of 1s. 6d. per 
cent., will never become general devotees of the automatic 
fire alarm with brigade connection. Landlords, sitting 
comfortably with their rent insured by the tenant for a year 
in advance, will make no contribution toward the cost ; and 
insurance companies make no reduction yet in this country— 
I mean the big tariff offices (although they all allow our 
New Zealand clients a reduction of 10 per cent.); so that 
there are many and substantial reasons for refusing to con- 
sider what would happen in an impossible contingency. 

If the line to the brigade is not in working order, then I 
cannot pass a signal through. We anticipate this difficulty 
by using powerful external gongs at the buildings protected, 
so that the police or by-standers can send the alarms over 
the municipal alarm wires, but this is simply precautionary 
—our second line of defence. I have never known a line to 
fail. I insist upon metallic circuits, efficiently insulated, and 
carried upon stringers when following aerial routes, or upon 
metallic pairs in conduited cables underground. ‘The same 
difficulty besets telegraphy, but the difficulty M. Guarini 
anticipates is so negligible that nobody neglects its use on this 
account, 
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No, I am not exercised over the subject of interference in 
wireless telegraphy, bat, like every other student of the pro- 
fession, I am watching its development. The sooner the 
practical difficulties are acknowledged and dealt with, tbe 
sooner will the commercial success of the science be assured. 
I am glad to see that Edison and other great scientists are 


now identifying themselves with the wireless fraternity, - 


because this augurs well for the simplification and safe- 
guarding of the invention in the future. All the same, 
those of us who have not altogether failing memories have 
not forgotten the mix-up at the Yacht Race. 

As to the matter of economy, ] don't think I should have 
been inclined to touch upon tbis matter except that M. 
Guarini hints at the deliberate concealment by me of a 
material fact. M. Guarini writes: ** He tells you that the 
maintenance amounts to from £8 to £10 per subscriber, but 
he is silent about the first cost of the establishment of the 
line, which it would be interesting to know." Possibly the 
fault is mine, but if it is it was quite unintentional. I have 
not the REVIEW by me to refer to, but what I intended to 
convey was that the first cost of the wire, with the interest, 
cost of fixing and up-keep, is included in the annual charge. 
In other words, no installation put in by me has been debited 
with the cost of the wire, but the lease from the Telephone 
Co. or from the Corporation is all inclusive. There is no 
first cost, if you like to take it that way, the annual charge 
is the capitalisation of the whole. This has never exceeded 

‚ #4 a year for our longest one route circuit, or £7 a year 
where two independent circuits, overhead and underground, 
have been taken to the fire station from the same installa- 
tion. M. Guarini states that the price of his transmitter is 
900 fr. for similar distances, ours is rather less than half 
this sum ; his station set is about 1,000 fr., ours does not 
exceed 600. 

So far as putting telegraph operators into the fire stations 
is concerned, M. Guarini hardly knows what he con- 
templates. Duty is continuous in the fire service, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, and this is worked in three shifts. 
Assuming that the license of the Postmaster-General has 
been obtained, and that the local authorities have agreed to 

accommodate M. Guarini’s staff of operatore, bas he any 
idea where he would be in the matter of cost ? It is pretty 
safe to take it that there are not one.hundred installations of 
automatic fire alarms in contact with all the brigade stations 
in the United Kingdom—I mean irrespective of the system, 
my own and everybody else’s—and of this number the 
distribution is so wide that there are not four stations with 
more than five connections apiece. Glasgow, which will 
soon reach 25 of my own installations, is an easy firat ; 
but even taking this as the most favourable for the purpose 
of comparison to M. Guarini, how will the salary of his staff 
of operators compare with the cost of our metallic circuits 
and indicators, which require no addition to the brigade 
personnel ? 

I am quite willing to take up the wireless method of 
transmitting alarms of fire when any advantage cin be 
obtained from it. At the moment, dealing with the con- 
ditions which exist, if the merit claimed was indisputable, 
the requirements of the fire service and considerations of 
economy would prohibit its use in this country. 


Geo. Н. Oatway. 
Glasgow, Seplember 28ih, 1903. 


Tangential Traction. 


I have just read the comments which you made on my 
letter on this subject, in your issue of the 18th inst. 
Permit me to make some explanations which, I hope, will 
throw further light upon the facts. In brief, you declare 
that “ tangential traction" is commercially impracticable, 
because it is too costly and too complicated. In my humble 
Opinion, it is necessarv to consider first and foremost whether 
tangential traction“ fulfils in principle its object, which is 
to avoid all the drawbacks inherent to other modes of 
traction, especially for high speeds. If so, the questions of 
cost and of apparatus pass, 80 to speak, into the second place. 
Now, this point has been fully discussed in my article, and, 
во far as I know, has not been contested. In reality, the 
great merit of MM. Dulait, Rosenfeld and Zélénais lies not 
in their invention of tangential traction—since it appears 


that numerous inventors have thought of it before them— 
but rather in having overcome the enormous practical 
difficulties which presented themselves in the solution of the 
problem. I will now deal with the several objections which 
you raise. | 

First, with regard to the prime cost; I stated in my 
article that a line 50 km. long for a speed of 150 km. per 
hour would cost 19,500,000 fr., according to the inventurs— 
that is, 390,000 fr. per km., not a great amount considering 
the high speed attained. The cost would be about double 
that of the underground conduit. It is necessary besides 
to bear in mind that the over-all efficiency would be 
68 per cent., whilst—always according to the inventors—it 
would be 54 per cent. on other systems. This relatively 
good result is explained by the absence of transforming sub- 
stations. Another factor of which—besides many more—it 
is absolutely necessary to take account, is the total absence 
of daoger to the person of passengers and others. 

The objection as to the great number of stators I made 
myself to M. Zcicaais, He answered that in commercial 
working it was not necessary that the statora should be so 
close together. It suffices, in fact, to leugthen the trains or 
to provide them with a great number of propellers in such a 
way that the train never leaves one before having reached 
another. Even this last condition is not absolutely 
indispensable, the train being able, in certain cases, to 
reach the following stator by virtue of its momentum. 

The question of the winding of the stators for high pres- 
sures was examined in my article. I said there, in fact, 
“ The entire length of the track is divided into sections of 
guitable length, each containing one or more blocks of 
stators. All the stators in one section are connected in 
series; the three wires of the three-phase winding of the first 
stator in each section are connected with the distributors 
placed along the track, and the three ends of the last stator 
winding are connected with the contact blocks of an inter- 
rupter.” Hence, a section of 50 stators wound for 1,000 
volts each, in series, would readily allow of the use of a 
pressure of 50,000 volts. 

I agree with you that the question of interrupters is very 
delicate. It is a matter of practice and experience, How- 
ever, according to the inventors, the interrupters have already 
worked for a long time without a hitch. 

The question of *'entrefer" and of the rails supporting 
the propellers has also been dealt with in my article. It is 
there stated, in fact, that it is not at all necessary to have 
recourse to special rails. I have, indeed, said this precau- 
tion, however, is, in M. Dulait's opinion, superfluous, as the 
principal rails laid on the foundations of the stators to a 
great extent ensure the constancy of the air-gap.“ 

Ia conclusion, I think that, by the present and by my 
article, I have shown that if tangential traction has still 
some weak points, capable of amendment withal, it has, on 
the other hand, such advantages as if put in the balance 
would turn the scale—in favour, moreover, of MM. Dulait, 
Rosenfeld and Zélénais. 

E. Guarini, 

Brussels, Seplember 22nd, 1903. 


Aberglaube. 


Several months have passed since all who were privileged 
to hear Sir Oliver Lodge’s wonderful address were carried 
away by his mastery, and the apparently unanswerable argu- 
ments he used. But where is your Sir Rowland? Таш 
one of a large class who, without scientific knowledge, live 
by the application of electricity and cannot avoid harbouring 
theories of our own, the origin of which may or may not be 
of the generally accepted character, more or less based 
on the earlier researches and speculations of scientists; We 
ought to be informed as to whether the new theory may now 
be regarded as that adopted by the whole scientific body and 
thereby lifted beyond the pale of discussion, or if we may 
look for an exposition of opposing theories from other high 
authorities. Ocherwise we shall be in danger, perhaps, of 
faling into the same position a8 those who have fur ages 
accepted theological dogmas from force of habit. 

It may be useful if I give my own theory, so far as it is 
capable of bearing the name, as a sample of the sort of beliefs 
which exist as almost self-created and somewhat nebulous 
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outcomes of old familiar theories. I have regarded the 
passage of an electric current as the transmission of a state 
of tension or stress set going among the atoms of matter in 
a manner analogous to the operation of other manifestations 
of power, heat, light, sound, &c. We know of varying 
degrees of density being possible in almost all known forms 
of matter, and I imavine all atoms to he susceptible to the 
stress spoken of according to their density. Of necessity, I 
fall back on an ancient if not outworn aphorism, * Nature 
abhors a vacuum," appending to it a further assertion that 
nature has no knowledge of any neurer approach to the 
ubhorred thing than we have, but only of greater or lesser 
degrees of attenuation of matter. At the extremity of this 
attenuation (hereafter to be discovered, maybe) perhaps the 
ultimate atom of matter will be found, christened ether or 
anything you like, and recognised as capable of construction 
into any known form of matter, and of transmitting any 
know manifestation of force. 

l believe I have heard even the etheric theory spoken of 
as a dogma, and seek leave to class the corpuscular theory of 
electricity along with it. Both dogmas to be reverentially 
regarded as very convenient, and likely to do duty for some 
time in bridging an awkward gap between the present time 
and that when there arrives a clearing away of what I can- 
not help regarding as present errors of scientific speculation, 
in the direction on the one hand, of too gross a materialism, 
and on the other of mysticism. 

The liberty I ask, will, I hope, compass the permirsion to 
do without the dogmas in cases where one’s imagination will 
not stand the strain of the adoption of a corpuscular theory 
of electricity in the absence of a similar one for heat, light, 
sound and even gravity. 

T. 


Aston Meter Specification. 


My attention has been culled to the article in your issue of 
August 28th, and in accordance with the suggestion con- 
tained in the last paragraph of that article, I have made 
inquiries from all the meter manufacturers, and I am very 
gratified to find that there was no ground for the pessimistic 
views of your contributor. Tbe manufacturers are unani- 
mous in stating that there ha: been no increase in their 
tenders due to any obscurity in the specification. 


. Jos. Ansell, 
Clerk and Solicitor, Aston Manor U.D.O. 


Birmingham, September 25ih, 1908. 


L.C.C. Steam Engines. 


If it be supposed that these engines will provide power to 
drive 500 care each, the load factor, when one engine alone 
is at work, will be about 90 per cent. or even more, and load 
variation will be gradual, and the obligation for the governor 


to act on the L.P. valve, as well as on the Н.Р, valve, 


is probably far less obligatory than the reviewer of the 
specification appears to think. 

His expressed opinion as to the superiority of the vertical 
engine over the horizontal type is also not supported by 
practical experience, and no one has yet shown that there is 
reduced wear and tear with vertical engines. 

As regards space occupied, far too much may be sacrificed 
to this idea, which underlies the general junk shop appear- 
ance of many electrical stations. 

In all large stations the difficulty is to put in boilers 
within the length occupied by the engines, and so far as 
space is concerned, one might as well use horizontal engines 
with all their facility of attention, as vertical engines which 
present many practical difficulties. The boiler difficulty has 
been solved, in a fashion, in American stations, and unfor- 
tunately in some stations on this side, by puttiag boilers on 
upper floors, a course which does not commend itself to 
many engineers. Fault is found with the length of the 
steam passages between high and low pressure cylinders, but 
so long as an intermediate receiver is thought desirable, its 
volume is partly made up of this pipe, and the argument as 
to length is unconvincing and inconclusive. 

The placing of the high pressure cylinders at a slight 


incline to compensate for the bending of the crankshaft, 
can be met in the low-pressure cylinders by a similar lateral 
inclination of the low-pressure crosshead guides, surely not a 
very difficult problem to solve. Allowance for bending of 
the crankshaft was never made io large engines of the 
geared type, because the fly-wheelg were then much lighter 
than present-day rope rims and much narrower. The rope 
rim widened the span of the main bearings, and difficulties 
begau to appear io these, and over twenty years ago the 
advantage of canting in the main bearings was pointed ont 
by the writer and carried out, first probably in the engines 
of a Lancashire mill. Mr. Inglis also brought out several 
bearings to effect the same end automatically. This inclina- , 
tion need not therefore be looked on as presenting serious 
difficulty. | | 

Obviously, in an overhung crank pin the diameter must be. 
large, but too much is made of the pin becoming spiral 
under the two stresses at right angles. The two stresses ure 
not coincident in their respective maximum amounts. If 
thought nece-saty the outer length of the pin could be 


‘slightly barrelled to ensure central bearing of the rod. It 


might be thought a complication, but the horizontal con- 
necting rod could be short jointed to the head of the vertical 
connecting rod in order to shorten the pin. This would, of 
course, produce a small bending moment upon the vertical 
rod, and to such an extent would be objectionable. Js would, 
however, reduce the length of the pin. for it would not 
double the unit pressure upon this. The design of such a 
pia must always be a matter of some considerable com- 
promise between conflicting tendencies. 

With regard to balancing difficulties, the non-central 
position of the fly-wheel will prevent balance in a horizontal 
plane, but ordinary balance of rotation will be secured 
probably as well as in most types by the nse of a single 
balance weight 1123? from each crank. (Valve gear not 
included would slightly alter this angle.) 

Every form of engine has its defects, bat there is much 
less to be urged against this so-called American type than 
against the actual American three-crank type now under 
repair io & Scotch tramway station. By the way, too, in his 
anxiety to see American peculiarities, has not your reviewer 
overlooked the origin of the Chelsea turbines ? 

The turbine will in time probably supersede reciprocating 
engines, but it may be as-well to see Chelsea ut work first, 
and there are improvements yet to be made. 


W. H. B. 


[Our correspondent's arguments have the air of an apology 
for the defects of the type of engine in question, many of 
which he virtually admits ; in fact, if nothing better can be 
said for it than he puts forward, our criticism is amply 
justified. To describe methods of mitigating defects is not 
to prove them absent. We believe that in our article we 
fairly stated the pros and cons, and that in our conclusions 
we shall have the support of the great majority of British 
engineers. In reply to the half-hearted assertions of 
* W. H. B.," we may point out that, in case of a sudden 
loss of load, the necessity of governing on the low- 
pressure cylinders will be made manifest in the presence of 
large receivers and condensers. 

Oar correspondent’s remarks on the horizontal engine 
would lead us to suppose that he is predisposed in their 
favour. The great popularity of this type of engine, in com- 
pany with the Lancashire boiler with the manufacturers of 
the North, has been its principal recommendation ; but on the 
score of frictional losses, ease of starting up, even turning 
moments, and economy of space, such и type does not 
compare with the steam turbine for electrical purposes. 
Our correspondent, in common with many mechanical 
engineers, appears to possess ideas on the requirements of 
electrical work which, to say the least. appear hazy, and his 
use of the term “ general junk shop,” as applied to an clec- 
trical station, is incomprehensible. 

The argument as to space occupied is quite inapplicable. 
There is no difficulty in arranging the boilers suitably with- 
out piling them in tiers, and we can cite practical examples 
of such arrangements. 

We fear we cannot agree to be bound by cotton mill pre- 
cedents, however admirably these installations may have 
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been designed. The problems to be faced in central station 
work have practically no features ia common with mill- 
work, 

The eccentric suggestions with regard to the crank pin 
and big end, we think, need no discussion. 


Our correspondent states that “ordinary balance of 


rotation " can be easily secured; of course it can, but by 
what means cau the reciprocating masses be balanced ? 
They move iu two planes at right angles, and cannot be 
balanced. 

To aver that another type of engine is worse than this is 
but a lame defence. As for our “ anxiety to see American 
peculiarities,” we assure our correspondent that these are 
precisely what we don’t want to sec in British stations ! 
The origin of the Chelsea turbines was not a thousand miles 
from. Newcastle, and their place of manufacture (Trafford 
Park) is generally regarded as British. As for possible 
improvements must we wait until perfection is attained ? 
—E»ns. Exec. Rev. ] 


[A correspondent wants the address of the London agents 
for small Porter motors (American manufacture).— Eps. 
Exec. REv.] 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 
(FRoM OUR JOHANNESBURG CORRESPONDENT.) 


Ladysmith.—The arrangements for formally inaugurating the 
electric light plant were that it should take place on August 29th, 
the switching-on ceremony being performed by Mrs. Farquhar, 
whose husband, when mayor of the borough, played a very leading 
part in getting the idea taken up. Public lighting was to com- 
mence on the date mentioned, but private consumers could not be 
accommodated until one week later. The generating station is 
located in Market Square, and its equipment comprises three Robey 
locomotive type boilers, each of 30 н.р, having special fire-boxes 
fitted to consume Natal coal, and two Willans engines driving four 
electric generators. The contract for the electrical work was ziven 
to Messrs. Hubert Davies & Spain, at £8,326, and the operations are 
now being carried out under the direction of Messrs. Reeves and 
Manning. Mr. J. Roberts, A. I. E. E., of Durban, is the consulting 
engineer, and it was from his specifications and plans that the 
scheme was first started upon, though it has since been increased, 
and extensions to the value of £2,000 have been made from speci- 
fications by the borough electrical engineer, Mr. J. Stanley White, 
of Manchester, who will also take charge of the whole of the 
system when completed. The four generators are each of 425 xw. 
capacity, and they are of the multipolar type supplied by the 
Electrical Constru^tion Co., of Wolverhampton. The current will 
be distributed on the three-wire overhead sys'em. Each pole will 
contain five wires, but two will be light switch wires for tpe street 
lighting. Already the anticipated demand has so considerably 
increased that in Murchison Street it has been thought advisable to 
бх a cable of 19 strands of sixteenth wire in place «f the No. 6 cable 
which was at first intended. The work of establishing house connec- 
tions goes on rapidly, and no fewer than 50 are already completed. 
Many of the cables have been carried into streets where there is as 
yet no private demand, so that all the ratepayers. even on the out- 
Rkirts of the town, may have the benefit of the street lighting; 100 
32-c.P. incandescent lamps will be distributed over the town, one on 
each alternate pole, except in danyerous parts, such as the Convent 
Hill, where a light will be fitted on every pole. Four arc lamps have 
been ordered. A further 75 incandescent lamps have been ordered 
for placing on the poles in the extensions of the original scheme. 
The charge to private consumers will be 18. per unit. 

Cape Electrical Engineers and the Metric System.—In September 
the Cape Town section of the I. E. E. had an adjourned discussion on. 
metric weights and measurements. The motion brougbt forward at 
а previous meeting by Mr. Horne, viz., “That this society recom- 
mends the adoption of the metric system of weights and measures 
for use witbin the Empire,” was supported by Mr. C. Proctor 
Banham, who spoke from a practical experience of the 
system, and detailed the various advantages that he considered 
would accrue from such a change. Messrs. Denham, Legg, Horn, 
Pickering, and the chairman, Mr. J. P. Edwards, also spoke for and 
against the motion, which was ultimately carried by a large majority. 
A paper was contributed by Mr. C. Proctor Banham, M.I E.E., 
entitied “The Measurement of Resistance.” The author treated 
the subject from a central station, rather from a laboratory 
point of view. An interesting visit was recently paid by the 
members of this local section to the new works of the Cape Times 
Co., Ltd., in Keerom Street, where the very efficient equipment was 
inspected with much appreciation. 

Cape Town Electric Lightiny.—A Cape paper gives the following 
figures relating to the working of the electricity supply system 
here :—During the month of July 166,683 units of electricity were 
generated at the City Electric Lighting Works, of which 31,147 


were consumed for the purpose of street lighting, 116,365 by private 
consumers, 2,000 upon the works, 8 000 units for meters, and 9,171 
distribution losses, &c., the net revenue accruing from the supply of 
current to private consumers being £4,925, as compared with £4,064 
for the month of July, 1902, the average price paid during Jaly, 
1903, being 10°15d. per unit, and for the year from January lst to 
July 3186, 1903, 10:9d. The total number of private consumers has 
been 1,091, and the equivalent number of 8-cP. lamps 67,000; 
whilst motors have been employed to the extent of 1,063 H.P., as 
compared with 810 private consumers, with an equivalent of 54,700 
lamps, and motors to the extent of 642 н.р. during July, 1902. 

Scarcity of Telegraphists in South Africa.—Some very important 
evidence on this subject was placed before the Select Committee of 
the Legislative Council which has been considering the matter of 
Civil Service appointments, by Sir Somerset French, Postmaster- 
General, who was asked whether it was a fact that a large number 
of telegraphiste from England had had to be engaged. In replying 
Bir Somerset said:—''A very large number; in the 12 months 
ending June 30th last we imported 102 from England, and we 
trained in our Colonial schools 61, ога total of 163 men to fill 
about 250 vacancies. We have from 20 to 30 resignations, deaths, 
and removals in a month. At the present time we have not 
succeeded in filling all our vacancies. By adopting the plan of 
taking on lads who fail to pass the entrance examination, on con- 
dition that they continue their studies, and are successful in 
qualifying, before their year's training is completed, we have been 
able to bring up the number of Colonial boys in our schools to 145. 
We have advertised all over the Colony. We constantly insert 
displayed advertisements in the Cape papers to try and attract the 
Colonial lad to the Post Office, but he does not seem inclined to 
come in suflicient numbers. If any lad, within the limite of age 
and otherwise eligible, offers himself at any place in the Colony 
where he can be trained, he is taken on, provided he csn pass the 
educational examination; tbe rule of the department being never 
toimport men if a sufficient number can be trained locally. It 
takes at least three years’ experience before a telegraphist can be 
placed in charge of a moderately busy main wire, and when the 
work doubles, as ours has done in two or three years, you can 
understand how difficult it is to keep pace with requirements. 
Although during the past three years we have done everything in our 
power to meet the demands made upon us, we have occasionally bad 
wires idle aud messages delayed, and, of course, public complaint. 
The Post Office has, I venture to say, gone through in that time the 
most trying period in its history, through excessive pressure of 
work and the extreme difficulty of adequately coping with the 
extraordinary development which has taken place." 

Potchefstroom.—The Cape Times of September 6th says:—“ The 
Government having extended the time for the receipt of tenders for 
the electric lighting of Potchefstroom until the end of October, 
there is considerable dissatisfaction among the members of the 
Health Board, and it is quite possible that the Colonial Office will 
be requested to withdraw the whole scheme. This will mean that 
either the matter will stand over for the municipality to deal with, or 
the private company, which has already got the light installed at a 
number of business houses, will have the chance of supplying the 
whole town.” 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
Win ENDING Верт. 20TH, 1902. | Win ENDING SEPT. 29TH, 1903. 


Adelaide  .. .. Value £523 Alexandria .. oe Value £77 
Alexandria .. M - 78 Amsterdam - ө oe 65 
Amsterdam. 5% vi vs 22 Auckland .. ad os se 80 
Bangkok ёе as . 26 Bombay  .. a ae - 93 
Bombay  .. as ве . 657 Buenos Ayres ee .. 967 
Buenos Ayres s vs e. 74 Calcutta. és oe . . 1,269 
ES Teleg. mat.. 3:9 б Teleg. mat. .. 990 
Caloutse ев eo ое ee 67 Cape Town ee ee ee ee 801 
Cape Town .. ©» it .. 671 ў Teleg. mat. ee 1,036 
Channel Islands .. T T 10 Christchurch aid #0 - 43 
Chinde se és is ss 80 Demerara .. ei ж-а 5% 15 
Copenhagen vs "M .. 168 Durban is 8 - . . 2,274 
н Teleg. wire. 19% ўз Teleg. mat. ee 625 
Durban va vis us oe 1,565 East London es T e. 2,219 
$5 Teleg. apparatus ee 174 Fremantle .. = ae .. 2,810 
East London КА а es 21 Hong Kong.. vs E „ 294 
Foochou  .. oe 925 . 451 Kobe. Teleg. cable oe 2 298 
Fremantle .. ae ee . 176 Lisbon 2 T E eo 481 
Gibraltar e PN € 86 Lyttleton .. is - ee 50 
Gothenburg. Teleph. cable .. 127 " Elec. machinery .. 490 
Halifax. Teleg. cable .. . . 18,489 Madras so Sa .. 48 
D Teleg. mat. .. ee 187 Malaga ès t so Ss 43 
Hambnrg. Teleg. mat... .. 800 Malta.. vá vs ee T 85 
Hong Rong .. se xis 222 Melbourne .. on ae 9 951 
Kobe ee ов oe ee ee 53 Paris ee ee ee ee ee 274 
Larache T T 4% . . 128 Perth - T T 143 
Lisbon T x ЯР s 85 Port Elizabeth  .. s es 70 
Melbourne .. č «ә E 26 Rotterdam. Teleg. wire T 11 
Odessa iu 885 ee .. 207 St. Thomas.. 4 ix ex 64 
Perth .. als ш, dé ee 94 б Submarine cable 1,812 
Port Elizabeth .. 9А E 62 Shanghai ә ys . . 219 
St. Petersburg. Elec. machinery 64 Singapore “> m .. 138 
A Teleg. mat. +74 Stockholm. Teleg. wire vs 18 

#3 Teleg. wire. 167 Sydney ez ss B .. 506 
Stockholm, Teleg. wire ee 144 Teleg. mat. .. e. 150 
á Teleph. cable. 65 Timaru es E "NN . 370 
Rydney 2s - we Sè 10 Valparaiso .. 8 oe oe 16 
Вуга. Teleg. instruments 50 Weilington .. x Ux ve 225 
Yokohama .. T ar .. 426 "T Teleg. mat. ee) CGE 
Yokohama oe oe oe ee 184 

" Teleg. mat. ee 119 

Total oe £28,070 Total £15,696 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec. appa. Value £179 | Durban. Elec. mat.. Value 4132 
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Veritys' Fittings.—We have received from Messrs. 
Veritys, Ltd., two well compiled and arranged catalogues relating to 
their electric fittings department. The principal publication consists 


Fia. 1. 


, of a catalogue of electric light fittings of every class, containing 164 
pages of designs suitable for all requirements, and we should say 
suitable for all tastes and all pockets. The second is devoted to 
their Aston electric radiatore. Both books will no doubt be applied 


FIG. 3. 


fur by a large number of contractors, who will make use of them in 
their everyday work. We illustrate herewith a few selected designe, 
Fig. 1 shows a graceful two-light wall bracket, in the ' Adam style 


finished in imitation gilt, with silk shades with bead fringe. Fig. 2 
represents a hand-beaten three-light ceiling fitting, which is sup- 
plied in brass or antique silver, with cut-glass bow]. Fig. 3 shows 
a quaint hall lantern, finished in either brass, antique copper, or 
oxidised silver ; it is suspended by a special form of chain through 
which the wire is threaded. An application to Messrs. Veritys, 
Ltd., at any of their various addresses, will ensure the catalogues 
being forwarded. 


New Works at Bradford.—The reiteration of the old 
proverb anent “rolling stones gathering no moss” is notorious 
among engineers, and especially electrical engineers, as a reason for 
"putting up with” out-of-date works and machinery, and it is 
always interesting to find a case where a firm has, without hesitation, 
“pulled down ite barns and built greater," so to speak, and that with 
improving resulte. Starting under another name and achieving no 
particular success in а amall factory in Bradford, the Phoenix 
Dynamo Manufacturing Co., under new proprietorship, moved out 
to more commodious works at Hubert Street, Leeds Road, from 
whence they were impelled by circumstances to remove to Joseph 
Btreet, where the extensions gradually filled up the available space, 
and obsolete tools were ousted in favour of up-to-date machinery. 
These works being employed to their full capacity, it became 
necessary to look out for larger premises, which were eventually 
secured at Thornbury. These new works are admirably adapted 
for economical working, and a final clearance of old, and the installa- 
tion of new tools enables the company to cope with both small and 
large work satisfactorily. The new works are now in full swing, 
and the following list of work in hand and recently completed is 
sufficient justification of the latest move: 

Bradford Corporation.— 300-K w. set for direct coupling for Ban- 
bridge Road destructor works. Two switchboards for 1,000-x w. seta 
for Valley Road works. Fifteen 10-H.P. motors and 84 special 
“P.D.M.” starters. Wednesbury Corporation.—Two sets of motor- 
generators, each consisting of 115-H. . two-phase motors direct- 
coupled to 75-Kw. continuous-current generators. Graham, Morton 
and Co, Leeds.—They have recently supplied the whole of the motors 
in connection with the cranes, and are now on with the whole of 
the motors for shop driving for this firm's new works, the aggregate 
H P. being considerably over 200. For a Cleckbeaton firm they 
have in band a 100-E.H.P. generator with various motors for new 
works, For three mills in the district they have 60-kw. generators 
in band for each, with motors, switchboards, &c. Fora Nottingbam 
firm they have 65 kw. in two generators for direct coupling. For 
Dewsbury firms they have two direct-coupled sets on order aggre- 
gating 80 kw. They have also over 200 н.р. in hand for special 
motors for eleotrical coal-cutting, and altogether the horse-power in 
motors, &c, which they have on order totals over 3,500 HP. In 
their polyphase department they have, among other jobs, a com- 
plete mono- and polyphase equipment for the Bradford Technical 
College, and they are also supplying polyphase macbines to the 
Yorkshire College and to the Lancaster Technical College. Among 
work recently completed may be mentioned the dynamos and the 
whole of the motors for Mesers. Meldrum Bros’. new works at Tim- 
perley ; the whole of the steam plant, motors, boosters, &c., for the 
Burnley Workhouse to the specification of Messn. Shepherd and 
Watney ; the plant for Sir James Kitson, Gledhow Hall, Leeds, to 
the order of Messrs. Wallis & Watson, Leeds; a 250-Kw. generator 
for the Lidgett Colliery Co., &c. 

The Phoenix Co. has recently been registered as a limited company 
with sufficient capital to ensure a successful effort in the keen com- 
petition which prevails in these times. 


Trade Announcements, —Messrs. James T. Donald and 
Co., Ltd., engineers and steel merchants, 35, McAlpine Street, 
Glasgow, have been appointed as the sole agents of the Bell Rock 
Belting Со. in Scotland, for the tale of the Bell Rock improved 
sewn cotton duck belting (constructed with two solid round edges), 
Bell Rock balata belting, English oak-tanned leather belting, hair 
belting and patent link belting. Messrs. James T. Donald & Co., 
Ltd., hold large stocks for immediate delivery. 

Messrs. Edward Le Bas & Co., iron, steel and metal merchants, have 
removed from 18, Billiter Street, E.C., to Dock, House, Billiter 
Street, E.C. 

Mr. James Richardson, late of the G. W. O. and of Veritys, has 
joined Messrs, Baxter & Counter, as traveller for London and South 
Coast. 

As most of Mr. Edward Brand's customers are located in the 
North, for their convenience he has removed his office from 
London to 63, Lancaster Avenue, Manchester. 

Меваге. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., have removed their head offices, 
&c., from 110, Cannon Street, to Abchurch Yard, Cannon Street, 
E.C. The branch office addresees are:—Northera Assurance Build- 
ings, Albert Squere, Manchester; and the Tasker's Engineering Co., 
Blonk Street, Sheffield. 

The National Tube Co. has removed from Dock House, Billiter 
Street, E. O., to 71 and 72, King William Street, E. O. 

Mr. Hal Williams announces that he has taken Mr. Walter 
Bridges into partnership, and that the firm will be known as Hal 
Williams & Bridges, consulting and supervising engineers. Mr. 
Bridges, who was for some years with Messrs. James Simpson & Co., 
engineers and oontractore, London and Newark, has, until recently, 
been chief engineer to Messrs. Belshaw & Co., engineers and con- 
tractors, Westminster, S. W., and has had special experience in all 
classes of electrical and mechanical engineering. 


E.P.S. Batteries.— The Electrical Power Storage Co., 
Ltd., has received the order from the Brighton Corporation for 
the extension of its storage battery, also an order from the 
Corporation of Sunderland for the storage battery, far Ryhope 
Asy um, 1910126 
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Books Весеітей, —“ The Steam Turbine" by R. M. 
Neilson. Second edition. London: Longmans, Green & Co. 
1903. 103, 6d. nat, 

Elementare Vorlesungen iiber Telegrapbie und Telephonie," by 
Dr. R. Heiltran. No. 5. Berlin: Verlag von G. Siemens, 1903. 

" Engineering Prelimineries for an Interurban Electric Rail- 
way,” hy E. Gorzenbach. New York: McGraw Pablisbing Co. 
1903. $101. 

“Spon’a Engineers’ Price Bock, 1903-4" by Thos, G. Marlow. 
London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 12a. 6d. net. 

“Compressed Air," by W. C. Popplewell, Manchester: The 
Scientific Publisbing Co. 7s. 64. net. 

“ Hardening, Tempering, Annealing and Forging of Steel: A 
Treatise on the Practical Treatment and Working of High and Low- 
Grade Steel," by Joseph V. Wcodworth. Westminster: Archibald 
Constable and Co., Ltd. 1903. 1065. net. 

“The Practical Testing of Dynamos and Motors,“ by Charles F. 
Smith. Manchester: The Scientific Publishing Co. 5s. net. 


“Luna” Nernst Lamp.—4A new form of Nernst lamp 
hea been brought ovt by the Electrical Co, Ltd, of 122—124, 
Charing Cross Road, W.C., under the above title, which is intended 
to take the p'ace of small arc lamps. This lamp is generally 
similar to tbe ordinsry A type, but the burner is entirely different— 
the heater being horizontal and entirely above the glower, which it 
heats by radiation. Thus, the heater offera no obstruction to the 
light from the clower. Tbe Luna is supplied for q ampere 200— 
£60 volta, 1 ampere 100—160 volts, or 200—260 v :)ts, aod 2-awpere 
100—160 volta, for direct carrent only ; we are informed that the 
inefficiency ів 'ers than one watt per candle— in fact, only 88 watt 
in the higher voltage lamps. We have for some time been using 
one of these lamps experimentally, and find ita light admirable to 
work with. The glower ligbts up within one minute of switching- 
on. Provided that tbe life of the glower proves satisfactory, and 
tbe efficiency is maintained at the remarkably high value claimed 
for it, it cannot be doubted that the ~ Luna" will become very 
popular, as it combines the convenience of the elow lamp with an 
«fliciency approaching that of the arc, The Luna aud A-type 
burners are vc t interchangeable. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. DE Diox-POUTON, 


Lrp, of Great Marlborough Street, Regent Street, W, are new 
issuiog a new catalogue of their dynamo and motor combinations 
from 1ł to 8 Н.Р. for lighting buildizgs, charging batteries, driving 
machinery, aud for movable installations; also their pump motor 
and belt pulley motor combinations, An illustrated description of 
these machines appeared in our issue of February 20th, 1903, 
but anyone .can obtain one of these well-illustrated pamphiets 
(31 paves) on application to the above address. Althcugh the list 
only dercribes three of the applications of the De Dion- Bouton 
motors, they are used in great variety for other purposes, and are 
claimed to be suitable for any work where a small amount of power 
is required in a portable and convenient form. They are also being 
rupplied for motor Jauach combinations. 

Mrsans. FROOKER & Goss, тр, of Freezywater, Waltham Cross, 
have sent us a copy of their electrical instrument price list. It has 
some very distinct illustrations of Brooker's patent moving-coil 
type dead-beat instruments, am wetera, voltmetere, motor-car instru- 
menta, cell testers, shunte, and so on. 

A list of arc lamp couplings ard winches, and indoor electric 
lignt fittings has been issued by Mr. Q. BRauLIK. He has also 
brought out a new edition of his electrical sundries catalogue, 
giving cuts and detsils of small accumulator novelties, medical 
coils and details for motor-car and other work. 

We have received frem Messrs. WALTER Locks & Co., Lrp, 
cf Locke Baui'dings Calcutta, one «f their &ovance cala- 
logues «f electrical uccessories, fittings and stores. The firm is 
energetically pushing electrical installation business in Calcutta, and 
the present catalogue is an evidence of this fact. 

The INTERNATIONAL ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co, of Clun 
House, W.C., bas placed before us an illustrated price list, fully 
describing its Universal” electric crab. 


Liquidation.—A meeting of the South Shields Elec- 
trical Engineering Co., Ltd, will be held at 18, Grainger Street 
West, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to hear an account of the winding-up 
from the liquidator, Mr. M. Stainton. 


Auction Sales.—On Wednesday next, October 7th, Mr. 
F. Bowen will sell certain electrical plant and machinery by 
auction at Aldersgate Street, E C. Some particulars are given 
among our advertisements to-day. 

On October 21.t, Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co. will offer 
the machinery, stock in trade, tittings, &c, of the Electric Lighting 
aud Fittings Corpcration (Liverpool), tor sale. Particulars are 
given smorg our advertisements, 


Imports of Telegraph Cable and Apparatas,—The 
value of the August importe of foreigu telegraph cables and apparatus 
into this country amounted to £8,381, the second largest monthly 
totsl recorded this year, and comparing witn only 43 591 in July 
last. The imports for the eight months ending with August have 
reached a sum of £42,112. 


German Electrical) Machinery Imports and 
Exports. —A noticer ble shrit kage has taken place this year in the 
lu. ports uf. fc reign electrical. machinery into Germany, the returns 
for the seven months ending with July last showing a total of only 
451 tons, as compared witn 903 tons iu the corresponding period of 
last year. On the other band, the exports of German-made 
electrical machinery continue to show a ateady improvement, they 
having increased from 7,211 tons in the first seven торті of 1902 

о 7.541 tong in the seven months ending with July last, f 


Cable for Sale.—The Canterbury local anthority is 


offering 2,200 yards of cable for sale. See our advertisement pages 
to-day. 


Forthcoming Books.—A new edition of The Dynamo in 
Whittaker & Co.'s epecialitt series is expected to be published 
shortly. Since the last edition the authors, Messrs. Hawkins aud 
Wallis, have entirely revised it. 

Messrs. Chas. Griffin % Co. are abcut to isaue new additions of 
Applied Mechanics, Vols. I. & II., by Prof. A. Jamieson, M. Ius“. C. E. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Abingdon.—Thbe Lighting Committee having considered 
the terms of the offer contained in Messrs. Suter & Co.'s letter of 
July 16th, for an installation of electric light in tbe borough, wr re 
unanimously of opinion that it would be unwise to accept the same. 
It was agreed that the necessary notice be given to the Board of 
Trade and the report was adopted. The Committee had also con- 
sidered the notice received by the Council from the Abingdon and 
District Electric Lighting Co. of its intention to apply to the Board 
of Trade fora prov. order for an installation of electric light ia the 
borcugh, and found that in order to secure a locus stondi, the 
Council should give formal notice on or before Jauuary 15ta next, 
and it was essential that they should be empowered to obtain the 
necessary professioaal assistance to advise tham whether or not it 
would be desirable to insert any clause in the prov. order. 


Brighton.—The T.C. having failed to dispose of any 
of the 270 electricity meters which have been in use for 10 years, 
and are obsolete, the value of them (£1,400) has been written off. 


Bristol.—With the object of ascertaining the demand for 
current, a canvass has been made at Fishponds, beyond the 
boundary of the existing mains. The result is so satisfactory that 
the Electrical Commi!tee has decided to extend the mains. 


Brussels.—The new central power station of the Brussels 
electric tramways was recently opened in the presence of the King 
ot Belgium. It is intended to help the two former sub-statious of 
Rue Brognicz and Ixelles, and the new sub-station of Rue Verte. 
The new central station, installed by the Thomson- Houston Co., 
contains four double-compound tandem engi: es. Tne coal ів trans- 
ported automatically from the canal of Charleroi to the boilers, 
Three-pbase alternators of 1,500 xw. at 6,600 volts are installed 
by the Ouion Electricitäts Geseliscoaft, of Berlin. There are three 
110-Kw. excitere, two being worked by asynchronous motors 
running at 6 600 volts, the third by a steam engine. From the 
central station energy at 6,600 volts is brought to the sub stations, 
transformed to 410 volts, ana converted into a continuous carrent 
at 550 volta. | 


Cambridge.— In 1890 the Corporation of Cambridge 
ої+аіреа an electric lighting provisional order for tbe town. Soon 
afterwards the order was transferred to the company, and the 
uadertaking has been running for nearly 11 yeare. The f.llowing 
table gives au adequate view of the financial progrers of the ur der- 
to king for the last six years :— 


| 


———— -- — — 


| 
! 


| Gross | 
Year, Tevenus trom revenue per | peruni | Number ot Dividend. 
current, | unit sold. sold. | 
"rM DECUS TO еа EMT RE pu 2222 ni аа sl ES 
| і 
| 
1897 | £5,856 6 35d. 375d. 221,507 6 
1898 6 791 626v. 3'421d. | 260317 , 7 
1899 7,733 6 22d. 304d. 255,392 | 7 
1900 8,822 5:93d. 2740. | 357,435 | 7 
1901 9.395 5:90d. 258d. | 382,2%4 | 7 
1902 10,585 5 89d. 233d. , 431379 | 7 
| f 


The feature of tbis table is the steady reduction in the total costs 
per unit sold as the magnitude of the company’s business increased. 
Between 1901 and 1902 there is a difference of 15d. per unit. In 
this connection it may be noted that seven Parsous 8'eam turbines, 
coupled direct to Parsons alternators, are installed inthe generating 
station. The Cambridge station was, in fact, one of the firat to be 
equipped with a type of prime power now in great favour with 
designers of big electric power undertakings. For several years 
past the company has regularly put aside each year sums for depre- 
ciation rangiog from £360 to £750, making a total of £1,250 set 
aside for decaying capital. Oat of tnat total £1,059 has been 
written off the capital account, leaving а deoreciation fund of 
£3,190. Additional powers of electricity supply were obtaived last 
session fur a considerable cistrict surrounding the Cambridge area, 
and a large number of applications for electric light bave come from 
that district. 


Carnarvon.—A Т, G.B. inquiry into an application made 
by the Town Council for sanction to borrow £17.000 for the pur- 
poses of a proposed electric lighting scoeme hus been held. Many 
members of the Town Council were present, as were also the spukes- 
men appointed by the ratepayers’ meeting, and a number of rate- 
payers. The National Electric Wiring Co, Ltd, with wuom the 
Corporation bad proposed coming to au agreement for carrying out 
the works, were represented by their secretary and others. Mr, 
Vincent appeared on behalf of a number of ratepayers for the pur- 
pose of opposing the originally proposed echeme, At the opening 
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of the proceedings, the Mayor made an application for an adjourn- 
ment of the inquiry in view cf the fact that an alternative scheme 
bad now been presented to the Council wbich they had not yet had 
an opportunity of fully considering. 

Mr. Vincert supported the Mayor's application, eayipg he appeared 
on belalf of several ratepa: ers to oppose the original scheme. 

The Inepector said the L.G.B. had been asked by telegram and by 
letter to postpone the inquiry, bat tae wording of the apolicatiou 
left it optional to them to postpone or not. Although an alternative 
scheme had now been proposed, that waa no reason why the inquiry 
into the general question of electric lighting for the town should be 
postponed. 

It was ultims'elyl decided to postpore the inquiry to a future 
date. 


Clitherne.—The T.C. has decided to apply to the Board 
of Trade for & provisional order to enable it to supply electricity for 
public and private ое within the borough. The generatiug station 
will be on the site of the present gaa works. The gas manager, Mr. R. 
Barrett, recently stated that for purposes of power electricity had a 
great future before it, but for ligbting purposes electricity would 
not oust incandeecent gas. The cost of electric current was far 
greater—in fact, alwost double that of gas—and he did not toink it 
would psy a private company to put down plant in Clitheroe. We 
compliment Mr. Barrett on his modesty. 


€roydon.—The Lighting Committee considered ап 
application fcr an extension of the electric main in South 
Norwood Hill, to supply three houses recently erected there, which 
nave been wi'ed to receive the electric current, the applicant (the 
builder) stating that it is his intention to erect 16 more houses and 
wire them for electricity supply. The estimated c st of the exten- 
sion is £112, and iu this instance the Committee are unable to obtain 
the usual undertakiug guarantecipg the required 15 per cent. 
income on the out!ay ; but in view ef the probable demand which 
will com e upon this швіц if extended, the Committee recommend 
that the work be carried out subject to an undertakiog being 
obtained from the builder to wire for electricity supply all the 
houses he erecta on South Norwood Hill. 

An application for an extension of the main to Torridge Road, 
Thornton Heath, was also considered, where the applicant (tLe 
owner) has 14 newly-erected houses already wired to receive the 
current, the applicant stating that it is hia intention to erect and 
wire for current a cousiderable number (70) « f additional houses in 
this rcad. The estimated cost of the extended main is £293, and 
tbe Committee recommend that the wo:k be carried out. The 
Committee also recommend that this road be lighted by incan- 
descent electric lamps, and that a main for the purpose be 
accordingly laid at an estimated cost of £148. The price charged 
for the lamps will be the same as for the iocandescent gas lamps. 
The report was adopted. 


Dartford.— The Board of Grard;8 has decided to 
hare the workhouse exte: sions lit hy electricity. The Gas Co. 
informed the Guardians tbat they could supply gas at about a 
quarter of the cost of electricity p«r candle-pcwer, but it was 
pointed out that if electricity were used £30 a year would be saved 
in renovation and repainting. 


Devizes.—At a meeting of the U.D C. tle Gas Com- 
mittee presented a report, stating that they had engaced Mr. Wing- 
field Bowles, of Westminster, as coneultirg engineer, in regard to 
the proposed application to tbe B. of T. for a prov. order for the 
purposes of electric lighting. Mr. Bowles had nade a survey of 
the town, and, as the result of his recommendations, it was de- 
cided :—(a) That the site «f the generating station be at the wharf; 
(b) that the greater portion of the town be scheduled as the com- 
pulsory area, provision being made for extensions as may be re- 
quired ; (c) tbat the generating power shall be steam. Mr. Bowles 
was instructed to proceed with the requisite plans and estimates. 
It was decided that the Council should work the order themselves, 
and not h«nd it over to any outside body. 


Dorking,—The E.L. Committee has approved the plan 
submitted by Mes:rs. Edmundson's, Ltd., for the electrical installa- 
tion. 


Dublin.—At the fortnightly meeting of the Lighting 
Committee, Mr. Robert Hammond attended, and reported that tbe 
change: ver from the old to the new system had, under the super- 
vieion of his ass'stant, Mr. Brew, been carried out successfully. The 
Committee had under consideration the question of the delay in 
connection with the completion of the public arc lamp contract, 
Arrangements were made with regard to the LGB. inquiry, 
and to the electric lighting supplemental loan for the city, 
and also tbe Joan for Clontarf. The question of special rates 
for electrical supply to certain classes of consumers was a!so con- 
sidered. . 


Eastleigh and Bishopstoke.—The U. D. C. bas unani- 


mously passeu a rerolut ion to take steps to obtain a prev. order for 
electric lighting.. 


Exeter.—Great progress bas been made in the erection 
of the machinery at tbe new generating station, and the clectrical 
engineer bas every hope that it will be porsible tu raise steam on a 
portion of tbe new plant in four week.’ time, and to obtain an auvxi- 
liary eupply by November let. It is, however, tco late to arrange 
for the changing ‹ ver of the entire supply to the new station, as : t 
ieast one month would be occupied in arranging the varic us circui's 
to wo k properly ou tbe twc-phase supply, To overcome this djft » 


- 


culty the electrical engineer bas arranged a special circuit to supply 
one section of the town in such a manner that ite load can be carried 
by the new station for about six hours daily while the old station is 
working at its maximum, and this will enable the Council to go 
through the winter with ample power for all requirements, Tne 
electrical engineer reports that for the 15 months ending March 31st 
last, a profit of £2,360 has been made on the working of the el: ceric 
light undettaking, after meeting the interest and sinking fund 
charges, and extremely heavy sums for rates and taxes (amounting 
to £600 a year). The accumulated profits and reserve fund now 
amount to nearly £6,000. 


Felixstowe.—A L.G.B. inquiry has been held into the 
application cf the О.Ю C. for a loan of £17,160 in connection with 
the electric lighting scheme. Repvese:tatives of the Gas Co, 
the Council, and a number of ratepayers attended in opposition. 
The pre ent application was for £17 160, to extend over a period 
of 25 years. The Council obtained a prov. order for supplying 
electricity in 1990, which was extended for twelve mouths from 
July 31st, 1902. The Suffolk Electricity Supply Co, whose works 
it is now proposed to purchase under a special agrcement, has no 
Parliamentary powers. Negotiations first took place between the 
C uncil and the company in 1900, but there was no development 
until 1902, when the Council applied for a clause in its Improve- 
ment Act to control the company's overhead wires. This clause 
was thrown ont by the House of Lords Committee, and the pur- 
chase was decided upon. Since theu the Council had obtained the 
sanction of the Board of Trade to the overhead wires continuing for 
a period of five years. The cost of lighting the promenade was 
provided for in the amount. 

The inspector questioued whether the clause mentioned 
gave powers to borrow money for that purpose. The agree- 
ment dated May 18th, 1903, stated. that the Council was 
to purchase the plants, works, machinery, &c.; that the сош- 
pany were to carry on the works for 25 years, tue Council having 
the option cf terminating the agreement st tbe eud of 15 years; 
that the. Council was to provide all moneys fot capital ex- 
penditure ; that the purchase money should be £8,000, £5,000 of 
which should be paid within three months of the Local Govern- 
ment Board's sanction to the loan, tbe other £3,000 to be retained 
by the Council until the company's balance-sheet in any one year 
showed a profit of 6 per cent. The Council was not purchasing 
the overhead wires, but bad the use of them for 25 years. 
Complaints had been received as to the noise caused by the gas 
engines at tue station, and mainly for that reason they were 
proposiog to use steam power. 

Mr. R. P. Wilson, the Councii’s consulting engineer, estimated 
the value of the plant and buildings at á 6,’ 00, without the land. 
The U.D.C. had decided on his recommendation to substitute steam 
for gas plant, but the company's consent had not yet been obtained. 
After a lengthy discussion the inquiry clcsed. 


Glasgow.—The T.C. has authorised the Electricity 
Department to borrow £10,000 for capital purposes, making the 
total amount borrowed to date £1,127,000. Tne Electricity Com- 
mittee, having remitted to a sub-committee vo oonsider and report 
“as to tbe expeoiency of erercising the powers conferred on the 
Corporation by Sectiou 19 of the Glasgow Corporation (Gas, &c.) 
Order, 1902, to provide, & ll, let for hire, and fix up, alter, repair 
and remove mot ré ard otner fittings aud apparatus for the supply 
cf electrical energy for beating and motive power," have had a 
report presented to them by Mr. W. A. Cbamen, their engineer. He 
states that many inquiries on the subject have, during the last two 
or three years, been made by various consumers, and on investiga- 
tion he found that, up till now, there were 64 electric undertakers 
in the United Kingdom who had adopted the system of selling or 
hiring out such motors. In Glasgow, however, up to the present 
time, consumers bad always parcha-ed their own motors, and at 
May 31st of the present year some 1,059 motore had been connected 
to the mains, tuking an aggregate of 4,597 H.P., in sizes varying from 
{ E P. to 70 н.р. The number of uvite consumed during the year by 
these motors was 1,560,509. In Bradford and other towns the demand 
for electricity had been increased by the hiring of motors to those 
who either could not afford, or did not care, to purchase them ou'- 
right. In maoy cases the consumers had purchased the motors 
atter hiring them for a time. It seemed that, generally 
speaking, the sizes of motors asked for were | kely to be small 
ones, and it had been necessary in Bradford to lay down 
stringent rules as to paymevt of rent, &о, in advance, 
There was certainly a possibility of working up a new business iu 
poor districts where motors might be required for various kinds of 
work which could be done in the people's own houses, but there 
were no such cases before them at present. The largest demand 
came from botche rs, who required motors for chopping up mest for 
sausage-making. There would apparently be cases of other con- 
sumers of varivus kinds who wished to try electric driving experi- 
mentally before making avy material outlay tuemselves. These 
would probably purchase tbe motors after finding the experiment 
satisfactory, and considerable expansion of the power supply might 
be induced in this way. It bad often been suggested that hiring 
Out of motors could and sheuld be done by the electrical trade or 
by tne motor manufacturers themselves, but private enterprise did 
not s'em to succeed in that direction. Probably the rental required 
by any manufacturer or trader, in order to make the business pay, 
was too high for the intending consumer, and tne trader could not 
afford to do tbe business without a profit, as there was ro other 
indirect benefit to be obtained from it. lu the case of the supply 
authority, however, the case was quite different, as a protit was 
made out of the sale of electricity consumed by che motors, and a 
rental which would cover interest, sinking fund, renewal and 
attendance was quite sufficient to justify the business., It wa» 
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generally found that 15 per cent. on the net cost of the motor апа 


itslaccessories was sufficient for that purpose. That figure was arrived 
at as follows: ' 


Interest  ... ss 3% per cent. 
Sinking fund vá » 
Renewal fund  .. 8 $us 5 10 
Attondance © <a сан 4 a 

15 per cent. 


— 


The consumer, however, was required to put in the necessary 
wiring and the foundation for the motor at his own expense. as 
that conld not be treated as a portable or movable subject. The 
actual delivery and fixing of the motor and the accessories which 
were hired out with it were carried out by the Corporation at a 
fixed charge, made in addition to the rent. In the event of the 
scheme being adopted, it would be necessary to select good makes 
of motors, and to have all those motors of апу one size supplied 
by the same maker, so that the parts might be interchangeable for 
repair purposes. This was a point which might make all the 
difference between success or failure of the scheme. It was 
decided to proceed with a scheme on the lines of the report. 

Mr. Chamen, electrical engineer to the Glasgow T.C., bas been 
appointed arbitrator in the dispute which has arisen between 
Nobels Explosives Co., Ltd., and the electrical engineer who 
designed. and the contractors who fitted up, the company’s electric 
lighting installation three years ago. 

A special sub-committee of the T.C. has been appointed to con- 
sider and report as to the extension of plant required at the Port 
Dundas and Pollokshaws generating stations during the next two 
winters. i 

Another special sub-committee of the T.C. has been appointed to 
consider and report on an application by the T.C. of Rutherglen 
that the burgh be included within the Glasgow electricity supply 
area. 

The T.C. is considering an application made by the Glasgow 
School Board for the electric lighting of all their schools. 


Gravesend.—The electrical engineer submitted to the 
Council the following estimate of further sums required in connec- 
tion with the electricity and dust destructor undertaking :— 
Drainage. £367; paving and fencing roadway, £310; tiling engine 
house, £160 ; building cable chamber, £35 ; boiler bouse extras, 
£60 ; wages of clerk of works and watchman, £130; coal conveying 
plant, £300; trucks and rails for same, £90; pipe covering extras, 
£30; lengthening connections to economiser, £50; 100-Kw. gene- 
rating set, connections, condensers, pipes and erection, £1,250; fan, 
£40; additional pipes to condensers and lime treatment plant, 
£500 ; allow for larger size of lime treatment plant, £150 ; circulat- 
ing water nipes, £300 ; testing instruments and additions to switch- 
board, £150 ; main extensions, £420; farther house service connec- 
tions and meters, £200 ; telephones, £50 ; extra cost of bye-pass for 
dust destructor, £52 15s.; contingencies, £455 5s.—total, £5,100. 
The estimate was passed, and the town clerk was directed to take 
steps to obtain a loan for the amount. 


Greenock.—The success which has attended the electric 
lighting of the main streets has induced the Council to propose the 


lighting of the small streets with Luna Nernst lamps by way of 
experiment. 


Hamilton.—The electrical street lighting bas been 
formally inaugurated, that for houses and shops having been in 
Operation for some time. Edmundaon's Electricity Co., Ltd., 
invited the Provost, Magistrates and Town Council and others to 
assist at the inauguration in the Council Chambers. Mr. T. M. 
Colson, the resident engineer, presided, and Provost Keith switched 
on the new lights for the leading streets. The lamps are 65 in 
number and of Bremer pattern. 


Hastings.—On Friday a L. G. B. inquiry was held rela- 


tive to the application of the T.C. for a loan of £250 for E.L. pur- 
poses. There was no opposition. 


Hythe.—The Electric Light Co. has taken over the 
whole of the lighting of the borough. 


IIford.—As an experiment the U. D.C. has decided to 


erect four 10-ampere arc lamps in the Broadway, and to make a 
trial with Nernst lamps. 


Italy.—A company has just been formed in Milan witha 
capital of £20,000, to be known as La Società per le Forze Motrice 


dell'Aura, to put down plant to utilise certain available water 
power. | 


Linthwaite,—'The U. D. C. has sealed an agreement with 


Huddersfield T.C. for the supply of electricity at the Milnsbridge 
end of the town. 


London.—Barrersta.—The B.C. has ordered the seal 
to be affixed t» an agreement with the Rhodes Electrical Co., Ltd., 
whereby the company will supply to consumers motors on the 
" hire," “ hire-purchase,” aud direct-payment” systems. A scheme, 
prepared by the consulting engineers in conference with the elec- 
trical engineer for the provision of plant for raising coal from 
barges and conveying it to the central electric generating station, 
was approved. Tho estimated cost is £3,500. 


MARYLEBONE.—A petition has been prepared for presentation to 
the Local Government Board, asking that consent be withheld 
from the acquisition by the B.C. of the local undertaking of the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., as required by the arbitration 
award, until a full investigation has been made into an allegation 
that “certain members of the Corporation and the late vestry used 
the knowledge &cquired in their respective offices for the purpose 
of facilitating speculative dealings in shares of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co." | 

HAMMEBSMITH.— Upon the recommendation of the Electricity 
Committee it was resolved to order au installation of Howden's 
forced draught apparatus for No.1 boiler. The electrical engineer 
stated that the saving of fuel would recoup the cost, £355, in about 
12 months. In their case, however, the actual saving in this way 
was a secondary consideration in comparison with the necessity of 
having a stand-by plant for the winter months. Formal permission 
was received from the Thames Conservators for laying in the river 
bed the auction pipes required in connection with the extension of 
the condensing scheme. It was decided to porchase two trans- 
formers at £350 each, and to charge two firms an annual rental at 
the rate of 5 per cent. of the cost. 


Luton.—The Т.С. has adopted a recommendation that 
the offer of a private firm to hire out motors on the Corporation's 
supply should ba accepted. Some 24 motors are at present on the 
mains. | 

Macclesfield. — The Electricity Committee of the 
Macclesfield Corporation, at a meeting om September 24th, dis- 
cussed at considerable length three schemes which had been 
submitted to it for an electric light installation for the borough. 
These were the schemes of the British Westinghouse Co.; J. & J. 8. 
Enright, Westminster; and Messrs. Crompton & Co, Ltd., London, 
hc se estimates were, £32,300, £26.000 and £15,577. Оа a division 
it was decided to recommend the Town Council to accept the prin- 
ciple of Messrs. Crompton & Co’s scheme, provided such modifica- 
tions are made as will meet with the full requirements of the 
Corporation. Under this scheme the contractors undertake to supply 
and erect the whole of the plant and mains, to run the under- 
taking for a period of three years, and to pay the Corporation 6 per 
cent. per annum on the capital oatlay, and estimate an annual profit 
at tbe end of three years of £1,687. 


Maidstone.—The Electricity Committee has recom- 
mended that a flat rate of 44d. per unit be charged for the 
lighting of all public buildings, and premises where residences and 
shops are combined, and that the Committee be empowered to 
spend £500 for purchasing motors to be let out on hire. 


Newton.—The Lighting Committee reported having con- 
sidered the application made by the Urban Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd., for permission to lay their cables to Kingsteignton. While 
not wishing to stand in the way of Kingsteignton, they con- 
sidered the Council should adhere to the advice given by the 
clerk, that such permission could not legally be granted by the 
Council, 


Ossett.—The U.D.C. has declined an offer made by a 
syndicate to purchase the Council's B.L. Order, it being the inten- 
tion of the Council to put the order into force. | 


Saffron Walden.—The committee appointed to con- 
sider the question of introducing electric lighting into the 
borough, reported in its favour, adding that the Council would 
utilise the power at the water works; it was also recommended that 
an application be made to the B. of T. in November for a prov. 
order to supply electrical energy in the borongh. The report was 
alopted. 


Southgate.—The U.D.C. has unanimously agreed to 
apply to the B. of T. for a provisional order authorising the selling 
of electrical energy for public and private purposes. 


Ntretford.— The electricity generating station, built by 
the District Council on the main road at Longford Bridge, Gorse 
Hill, has been completed, and will be opened in the course of the 
next fortnight. The new station is of red brick. Mr. C. H. Word- 
ingham is the consulting engineer, but in view of the appointment 
he has received under the Admiralty, the Electricity Committee 
is considering the advisability of appointing an engineer to take 
charge of the station. 


Tottenham.—A special meeting of the U.D.C. has been 
held to further consider the report of the Electricity Committee as 
to the laying of distributing mains avd estimates of the cost of the 
necessary works, prepared by Mr. W. C. C. Hawtayne and Mr. 
W. H. Prescott. The order gives power to supply the whole of the 
district. About 129 arc lamps would be placed on the new electric 
tramway columns in Green Lanes, West Green Road, and other 
thoroughfares. The estimated co*t of the undertaking was £96,500. 
The income was estimated at £17,356, less £8,358 for working 
expenses, the net result being :—Estimated gross profit, £8,998, less 
£5,790 for repayment at 6 per cent. on loan of £96,500, leaving a 
net profit of £3,208. A modified report was also presented, giving 
the cost at £69,510, and the profit at £6,027, gross; net, £1,827. 
This scheme reduced the number of streeta—part of St. Ann's 
Road, all Woodland Park Road, Harringay Road, and other 
thoroughfares being struck out. The report was discussed at some 
length at the last meeting, and it was eventually decided to 
adjourn the meeting uatil last night, when a meeting of the Council 
in committee was to be held to discusa the matter with a representative 
of the North London Electric Light and Power Co., as the company 
had offered to supply electricity in bulk for distribution. 


(Continued on page 547.) 
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THE VALTELLINA ELECTRIC RAILWAY, 


PROBABLY there was no feature of the Italian tour of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers which made a decper 
impression upon the members’ memories than the subject of 
the first visit—the railway connecting the towns of Lecco, 
Sondrio and Chiavenna. Although this was not the first 
railway to be operated by three-phase induction motors, it 
was and is the only railway in commercial operation, on 
which a pressure of 3,000 volts is utilised on the overhead 
conductors and in the motors themselves. The system has 
now been in operation for just one year, and has by its suc- 
cessful working justified the enterprise and proved the ability 
of the engineers by whom it wascarried out. The outcome 
of this bold experiment has been to show that there is no 
technical impediment to the propulsion of heavy trains with 
electricity supplied to the motors at high pressure, on a 
commercial scale, and to pave the way far the extension of 
electric railway working over long lines. 

The railway, which forms part of the Adriatic railway 
system, was originally worked with steam engines, and car- 
ried a considerable goods traffic, while, in the summer sea- 
son, there was also a large passenger traffic to be handled. 
A peculiar feature of the line is the large proportion of 
tunnel, mostly cut in the solid rock; between Lecco and 
Colico, the central point of the system, more than one-third 
of the route is underground, and half of it is curved, so that 
the difficulties in the way of electric traction, with overhead 
conductors at high pressure, were obviously very serious. 
The whole of the hydraulic, mechanical and electrical engi- 
neering works were entrusted by the railway company to the 
Society for Electric Traction on Railways, of Rome, with 
the exception of matters relating purely to the safe working 
of the railways, which the company retained in its own 
hands. The contractors carried out the hydraulic works 
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and new rolling stock. The length of the three sections 
at present electrified, which all radiate from Colico, is 67 
miles. Many of the curves, which are very numerous, are of 
only 1, 000 ft. radius, and frequent grades are met with, the 
heaviest being 22 per 1,000, on a sharp curve. The stations 
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are, on the average, 3 miles apart, while express trains stop 
at intervals averaging 8} miles; the average time interval 
between successive trains is 1 hr. 40 mins, The population 
of the district served amounts to only 200,000 residents. 
The tracks are of British standard gauge, laid with 55 and 
71 lb. rails, and single track throughout. The schedule 
speed of «xpress trains, including stoppages, is 26 miles per 
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INTERIOR OF GENERATING STATION 


themselves, and sub-contracted with the Schuckert Co., of 
Nuremberg, for the supply of the electrical generating plant, 
while Messrs. Ganz & Co., of Buda-Pesth, who were asso- 
ciated with the contracting company, supplied and erected the 
turbines, and the whole of the overhead material, transformers 


hour, rising to 40 miles per hour between stops ; the local 
trains average 20 miles per hour. 

Thanks to the satisfactory working of the sections already 
equipped, the conversion to electrical working of further 


sections, connecting Lecco with Milan and Como, and com- 
F 
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prising 57 miles of route, has been sanctioned. These routes 
also will be worked from the existing power station, which is 
at present underloaded. 

The electrical system consists, briefly, in generating three- 
phase currents at 20,000 volts and distributing them to sub- 
stations, where the 
pressure is reduced 
to 3,000 volts for 
supply to the over- 
head conductors. 
The motors are of 
the three-phase in- 
duction type, 
arranged in pairs 
on the Ganz 
cascade system. 
Motor-cars are used 
for hauling the 
passenger trains and 
locomotives for 
goods traffic ; power 
is collected from tke 
overhead lines by 
means of rollers. 

Water power is 
derived from the 
river Adda, and is 
brought from the 
headworks by a 
canal three miles in 
length, mostly in 
tunnel through solid rock, to the power station at 
Morbegno. The minimum supply of water is equivalent to 
a total of over 9,000 H.P., and as this occurs in the 
winter, while the maximum load and the maximum water 
supply occur in the summer, it will be seen that, Nature has 
arranged matters to the best advantage for the purpose to be 
fulfilled. The available head is 100 ft. 

From a settling basin in the mouth of the tunnel the 
water enters two riveted steel tubes, each 8} ft. in diameter 
and 234 ft. long, which convey it to the turbines. The 


МАР or ROUTES. 


latter are housed in a building measuring 170 ft, x 72 ft. 
x 50 ft. high, erected on the right bank of the Adda, into 
which the tail-race discharges. 

The generating plant at present installed comprises three 
sets, each of 2,000 H.P.; space is provided for an additional 
set of 4,000 H.P. The flumes divide in the power station, 
each supplying two turbines. The latter are all of the 
Francis inward-flow type, made by Messrs. Ganz & Co., and 


1,500-kw. THREE-PHASE SCHUCKERT ALTERNATOR AND GANZ TURBINE. 


are provided with adjustable guide blades controlled by 
centrifugal governors acting on hydraulic oil relayg; the 
guide blades can also be adjusted by hand, and the speed 
can be controlled from the main switchboard platform. The 
water is admitted through a butterfly valve, and after pass- 
ing through the 
turbine escapes by 
a draft tube 22 ft. 
long. Anindicator 
mounted on the top 
of the turbine cas- 
ing, and connected . 
with the governing 
mechanism, shows 
roughly the load on 
the turbine at any 
moment. 
The alternator is 
of the fly - wheel 
magnet type, the 
magnet wheel being 
mounted with the 
turbine wheel on a 
common shaft car- 
ried in two main 
bearings; the latter 
are 12 in. in dia- 
meter, and 8 ft. 2 in. 
long over all. The 
exciter armature is 
coupled to the end 
of the main shaft. The field magnet has 12 poles, 
giving, at 150 r.p.m., a frequency of 15 cycles per 
second, and weighs 44 tons. The armature frame is 
164 ft. in diameter over all, and weighs 26 tons; it is 
unusually wide axially, and is stiffened with radial rods to 
rings on the main bearings. On account of the high voltage 


300-Kw. SUB-STATION TRANSFORMER. 


great care has been taken to secure high insulation in the 
armature windings, which consist of formed coils of cotton- 
covered wire laid in thick micanite tubes; there are 16 grooves 
in the armature core, of which, however, 24 (two per pole) are 
empty. The alternators are rated at 1,500 Kw. each, with a 
power factor of 70 per cent., and are capable of enduring a 
short-circuit of two minutes’ duration, during which the 
current attains a value six times the normal. On a non- 
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inductive load the output would be 1,500 kw. It is claimed separate marble compartments. Lightning arresters are 


that these machines are the first in which so high a voltage 
has been generated direct on a practical scale. They will 
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ELECTRIO LOCOMOTIVE. 


bear an overload : 


of 30 per cent. with- 
out injury, and the 
temperature rise 
above the sur- 
rounding atmo- 
sphere at normal 
load does not exceed 
45? C. The exciters 
work at 50 volta, 
300 to 450 am- 
peres. A small cen- 
trifagal governor 
is provided, which 
inserts an extra 
resistance in the 
field magnet circuit 
of the exciter in 
the event of the 
speed of rotation 


attaining an excessive value, so as to 
prevent the alternators from generating 
too high a voltage and damaging the 
switchgear. The maximum pressure 
which can be attained is thus limited 
to 25,000 volts. The fall of pressure 
between light load and full load is not 
more than 15 per cent., and when the 
full load is thrown off the pressure rises 
only about 10 per cent. 

The operating switchboard is placed 
in a recess off the generator room, and 
consists of six marble panels, of which 
five are in use. All the apparatus on 
this board is of low pressure and safe 
to handle. Behind the board, in a large 
room, is the switchgear proper; this 
is arranged on the framework principle 
which is so popular on the Continent, 
and occupies a considerable space, both 
vertically and horizontally. There are two 
sets of main bus-bars, each equipped 
with three ammeters, a voltmeter, and a 
watt-hour meter ; each alternator is pro- 
vided with two three-pole switches for 
coupling up to either set of bus-bars. 

All the switches are placed at a height 
of 20 ft. from the ground level, and are 


operated by rope gear from the main switchboard. The 
generators are provided with one ammeter, voltmeter 
and synchronising voltmeter each, and the 


with an ammeter, rheostat and switch. 


exciters 
ä The fuses are 
enclosed in porcelain tubes wrapped with paper, and are fixed in 


Мотов TRUCK. 


f 


and the bonded rails. 
height of 20 ft. in the open, 16 ft. in tunnels, from ambroin 
insulators of the type illustrated overleaf, carried by separate 
galvanised steel span-wires ; the latter are supported by side 
poles on curves up to 3,000 ft. radius, and by single or 


provided, and, in addition, there is a water-jet earthing 
device fixed on the overheud lines outside the stution ; this 


consists of an earthed vertical pipe through 
which a jet of water is forced upwards into 
an umbrella-shaped vessel in connection with 
each conductor. The leakage current through 
these jets amounts to only 0:1 ampere, and 
the device, which is only used on the approach 
of thunder-stórms, hus «ffectually solved the 
problem of ensuring against lightning discharges, 
which at first gave serious tronble. 

The high-pressure lines for the railway consist 
of three bare copper wires, spaced 24 in. apart, 
and carried with porcelain insulators on larch 
poles by the side of the track. The conductors 
running towards Sondrio are 7 mm., and those 
running to Colico 8 mm. in diameter; at 
Colico the line divides into two sets of 7 mm. 
wires running to Lecco and  Chiavenna. 
Generally the high-pressure wires are carried on 
the poles which support the trolley wires, but 
they branch off at tunnels and are carried over- 
ground. The high-pressure insulators are five- 
lipped, in thre» pieces, and are tested to 60,000 
volte. 

There are in all nine transforming sub- 
stations, each of which contains, as а rule, one 
300-Kw. three- 
phase air - cooled 
transformer, to- 
gether with the 
necessary switch- 
gear. At each of 
these — sub-stations 
high - pressure 
switches are pro- 
vided for dividing 
the primary con- 
ductors into 
sections, 

The conductors 
which supply the 
current to the 
trains comprise two 
overhead hard- 
drawn 8-mm. cop- 


per wires, 3 ft. apart, 


The wires are suspended at a 
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double brackets on poles where the line is less curved, and in 
stations. By way of precaution, the overhead wires for a 
length of 1,050 ft. each way from a station are isolated 
by section iusulators, and cannot be connected with the live 
wires unless the signals show line clear, as shown in the 
diagram given below. Siemens horn lightning arresters 
are used to protect the overhead conductors of both classes, 

It will be observed that there is no duplicate system of 
high-pressure mains, a single eet of conductors running along 
each route. In case of an accident to a transformer or 
other gear in a sub-station, the latter can be completely 
disconnected from the high pressure system and from the 
working conductors, the load being then carried by the 
adjoining sub-stations on either side. 

At junctions and crossings the simple device is adopted of 
interrapting one of the overhead wires, to that the trolley 
makes contact only with the other, and during the crossing 
the motors function as single-phase machines. 

The insulation of the whole system is tested by raising the 
voltage at the generating station to 30,000 volta. 

The rolling stock consists of the old vehicles, towed by 
motor-cars, or in the case of goods trains, by locomotives, of 
which views are given on p. 545. Each of the motor-can 
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ARBANGEMENT OF CONDUCTORS aT STATION. 


— Detail of eor 
AMBROIN INSULATOR AND SWIVELLING EAR. 


weighs 53 tons, and hauls five coaches, the aggregate weight 
INSULATOR FOR PRIMARY Span WIRE of the train being 150 tons. The car is 64 ft. in length 
CONDUCTOBS. INSULATOR. over all, and is equipped with four motors, arranged in two 


Vol. 58. No. 1,349, Остовв 2, 1903.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


547 


pairs on the cascade principle, so as to give two normal speeds. 
A short résumé of this system may be useful to those who 
are unacquainted with it or whose memories are “ rusty.” 
The main motor is always used with its stator coupled 
direct to the 3,000-volt conductors; the rotor of this 
inotor is wound for a maximum pressure of about 300 volta, 
and is connected with the stator of the other motor, when 
accelerating up to or running at half-speed, and when 
retarding from full speed. The rotor of the second motor is 
connected with a non-inductive liquid rheostat, controlled by 
air pressure. At starting, the maximum resistance is inserted 
in this rotor circuit; it is automatically cut out as the 
speed increases, until at half-speed the resistance is short- 
circuited, the two motors then running in “cascade.” 
Above half-speed, the second motor is cut out of circuit 
altogether, running idle, while the rotor of the 
first motor is coupled to the rheostat; the resistance 
is then automatically cut out by degrees until full- 
rpeed is reached. In order to economise energy, 
the system is also used in braking from full speed to half 
speed, by connecting the motors in cascade, when, as they 
ure running above the synchronous speed for this connec- 
tion, they return current to the line. As the energy given 
out in slowing from fall to half speed is three-quarters of 
the kinetic energy of the train at full speed, a considerable 
economy can thus be effected. Below half speed, the West- 
inghouse air-brake is used. 


The connections above described are made by means of a 


special, but very simple, controller, which we illustrate on 
p. 546. The main handle-bar has only three positions—low 
speed, off, high speed; alongside it is a regulator handle 
controling the air-cock which operates the liquid resist- 
. ances. The latter cannot be moved when the controller 
is “off,” while the controller in turn cannot be put off” 
when the regulator is open. In starting, the main lever is 
веб to “ low speed,” and the air-cock opened, the rate of 
acceleration depending upon the position of the latter. If 
full speed is desired, after half speed has been attained, the 
uir-cock is shut, and the controller put to “high speed,” 
cutting out the second motor and connecting the rotor of 
the first motor to a rheostat ; the air-cock is then opened, 
und the speed automatically rises. It should be mentioned 
that when the air-cock ‘is shut, the primary current is by 
the same action cut off. 

A main three-pole primary switch, shown in one of our 
views, is fixed in the driver’s cab, and is operated either 
automatically, as above mentioned, or by hand. It is of the 
plug type, with six contacts, giving a break of 16in. The 
plugs slide in porcelain tubes, and have given satisfaction in 
use, "The main switch serves also as a reversing switch, the 
plugs being moved round through an angle of 120°, by a 
handle at the side of the case, when the circuit is broken. 

To prevent the driver or other official from obtaining 
access to the switchgear when it is alive, the switchbox is 
lucked, and the key is placed in a valve connected with the 
air-cylinder by which the trolley is raised ; it cannot be 
removed from thence unless the trolley is down, and the latter 
cannot be raised unless the key is in the valve. Moreover, lest 
the driver should unlock the switchbox and leave it open, the 
key cannot be withdrawn from the lock unless the door is closed. 

Current is collected from the overhead conductors by two 
contact rollers, which are carried on a wooden axle 65 in. 
long, with an insulating separator 9 in. long between them. 
The rollers are cylinders of electrolytic copper, 26 in. long 
uud 3] in. in diameter, and run on ball bearings. The 
currents are collected from the rollers by carbon blocks, and 
are carried down by insulated cables iuside the trolley arms 
vo the main switch. The trolley base is insulated from the 
car roof by porcelain insulators. The arms of the trolley 
are of Mannesmann steel tube, 9 ft. 9 in. long. The trolley 
із raised and lowered by an air cylinder acting through springs, 
with a glycerine buffer dash-pot to control the motion. 


(To be concluded.) 


Whitehead Lighting.—At a meeting of the Ratepayers’ 
Association it was stated that all arrangements had been completed 
with the National Electrical Wiring Co. for lighting the village; 27 
public lamps would be installed, and the undertaking would be com- 
pleted in the course of a few months. Е 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


(Continued from puge 542.) 


Tiverton.—Messrs. F. Suter & Co., of London, have 
made an offer to the T.C. to carry on the electric light undertaking 
entirely at their own risk, paying all expenses, including interest 
and sinking fund on the capital expenditure, for three years from 
the date of the completion of the work, in consideration of a pay- 
ment of £500 over and above their contract price. 


Wolverhampton.—The new infirmary and workhouse 
was formally opened on the 24th ult. The buildings afford 
accommodation for 1,400 inmates, and are distributed over an area 
of 50 acres. An electric lighting plant consisting of two Belliss- 
E. C. C. combined sets, each capable of giving 66 xw. at 205 volta, is 
provided; the engines exhausting into the heating system. A 
battery of Chloride cells is provided with a discharge rate of 9 Kw. 
for 9 hours, and an E.C.C. booster for charging it. There are about 
2,200 lights fixed, and the feeding pointe are oonnected by B.I.W. 
lead-sheathed cable laid along the pipe trunks. The whole installa- 
tion has been carried out by Messrs. Woods, Slacke & Co., of 
Blackburn, who have also supplied a complete system of telephones, 
watchman's tell-talls and bells. The work has been carried out to 
the specifications and plans of Mr. David Stevenson, Westminster. 


Woolwich.—It was reported at the last meeting of the 
B.C. that the accounts of the electricity undertaking were very 
much in arrear, and that it would take the clerks, working over- 
time, eight weeks to get them up to date. 


Wrexham.—At a meeting of the T.C. the Electricity 
Committee submitted & scheme for extending the electric cables 
for public and private lighting. All the principal thoroughfares in 
the borough are included, and it is proposed te supersede 117 
ordinary gas lamps aud 10 “ Вгау'в” with 41 arc lamps and eight 
Nernst lamps. The candle-power of the two lights was 2,372 and 
and 83,615 respectively. The total cost of the gas light was 
£752 15s. per annum, while the improved lighting by electricity 
would cost £932 10s. It was, however, pointed out that the 
extension of the cables would result in a large increase of private 
consumers, and that & much larger productiou of electricity could 
be made without additional cost. The Council approved the 
scheme, and directed the electrical engineer to prepare a statement 
of approximate cost. ! 


Yorkshire Electric Power Co.—The contractors are 
now in posession of the land for the first power station at 
Thornhill, and the erection of the buildings is being rapidly pushed 
on. Tenders have been accepted for a 6,000-H.P. generating 
plant. The generators are to be driven by Curtis steam 
turbines, the whole being supplied by the British Thomson- 
Houston works at Rugby. The company, it is stated, are now in 
a position to negotiate for the supply of power witbin a radius of 
10 miles of the first station, and power will be available in about 
10 months’ time. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Altrincham,—Many tradespeople in Altrincbam are, 
rather short-sightedly, opposing a scheme for bringing the Man- 
chester electric trams into the town. They say that the district 
will be deprived of many of its beauties by the erection of traction 
poles, and that most of the wealthier residents will leave. The 
objection is considered baseless by a majority of the inhabitants, 
who decided at a public meeting last week in favour of trams. A 
poll is to be taken. 


Belfast.—At a special private meeting of the Law 
Committee of the Corporation on the 28th ult., the question of the 
purchase of the tramway system was again discussed. It is understood 
that tbe Corporation has another project for the acquisition of the 
lines, which, together with the change aud electritication of the 
aystem, and the compensation of directors and chief employés, would 
cost roughly about £660,000. This scheme has been prepared to back 
up the Bill for compulsory purchase in the coming session of 
Parliament. 


Serlin.—The Prussian State Railways Administration 
have decided to run all trains on tbe suburban railway 
between Berlin and Lichterfelde by electric power. Each train 
will coneist of two long cars of different classes, with separate 
compartments for smokers. It is expected that electricity will soon 
oust steam from all the suburban lines of Berlin. 


Bexley.—The new electric tramway from Plumstead to 
Bexley was last week examined by the B. of T. officiale. The 
opening ceremony of the electric lighting and tramway system took 
place yesterday. | 


Heywood.—The Т.С. has decided to give notice to the 
Bury, Rochdale, and Oldham Steam Tramway Co. to sell the tram- 
ways belonging to them in the Heywood borough to the Corpora- 
tion. It is proposed to convert the system to electrical working 
when,municipalised. | 
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Heywood and Manchester. — The Electricity and 
Tramways Committee of the Heywood Corporation aretendeavour- 
ing to arrange with Manchester for the running of Manchester 
Corporation electric trams through Middleton to the Market Place 
in Heywood. 


London.—LEWISHAM.— The B.C. has resolved to offer 
£30,000 to the L. C. C., being onc-sixth of the cost of the street 
widenirgs required in connection with the proposed tramwavs from 
New Crocs to Lee Green, Greenwich to Catford, Lordship Гаре to 
Forest Hill, Lewisham High Road to Forest Hill The LCC. 
asked for a contribution of one-third. 

Sourn Lonpon.—Mesers. J. G. White & Co,, of College Hill, 
E C., contractors for laying the L.C.C.’s electric tramway in South 
London, have practically completed their contract. Tooting to the 
Bridges, single track, 16 miles, was commenced April 1st, 1902, aud 
finished May 1st, 1903; Camberwell Green to Vauxhell, 4 2 miles, 
was commenced February 3rd, 1903, and finished June 18th; New 
Cross and Old Kent Road, 9:6 miles, was commenced April 1st, 1903, 
and finisbed Aug ust 31«t. 16,675 tone of iron were used, made up 
as follows :— Rails, 9 500 tous; special work, 1,175 tone; other iron, 
6.000 tons. 7,200 tous of cement were used, and 18,500 stone setts. 
The maximum number cf men emploved on the job was 1, 100, tbe 
average number daily employed was 800. The superintendent engi- 
neer was Mr. J. H. Fisher; and the assistant engineers were 
Messrs. C. Wood, G. F. Perry, and W. О. Butler. The materials 
chiefly used were British. 


Macclesfield.—A private company will seek power from 
Parliament next session to construct tramwavs which will connect 
the town cf Macclesfield with other populous districts-of Chesbire. 


Manchester.—The promoters of the West Manchester 
Light Railway proposed to construct a light railway frcm Tre fford 
Park to Irlam Ferry on the Ship Canal, mainly for the ғ ccommoda- 
tion of the workmen employed it the Westinghouse and other 
establishments. Tbe scheme, however, bas met with so much 
opposition from the local authorities that it is to be abandoned in 
favour of ore lers open to objection, from Stretford to Davybulme, 
vid Lot tock Road. 


Middlesex, —The work cf relaying the meta's of the 
old horse system in tbe esstern part of the county is approaching 
completion, whilg the Great North Road system bss been partially 
Jaid from the Whetstone boundary to Finchley. The Friern 
Barnet U D.C. bas deferred the consideration of plans for electric 
cable lsying in Friern Barnet Road submitted by the North Metro- 
politan Electric Power Co. 


Perth.—At a special meeting of the T.C. on Monday, it 
was agreed, aftera long discussion, to appoint a committee to carry 
out the reconstruction of the Corporation's tramway undertaking 
within ard without the burgb, from horse to electric traction. 


Preston.—A sub-committee bas spent considerable time 
endeavouring to find out the type of car most suitable fr the 
requirem ents of the town. The smaller car, which was recommended 
for acceptance, would accommodate £0 people inside and 28 out, and 
the larger one would carry between 70 and 80 passengers. The 
committee recommended that tenders for 25 single - truck cars with 
the ordinary staircase be invited, The Council has approved 
this recommendation. It has aleo decided that there should be no 
lines of centre stre: t poles. 


Spain.—A project is at present under tle consideration 
of the Хе es Municipal Council m regard to the concession for a 
period ої 45 years of an electric automobile service for the trans- 
port of goods and passengers. The concessionnaire will be given a 
monopoly for the period mentioned. 


Tyneside.—On the 27th ult. some trials were carried 
out on the North-Eastern Railway near Wallsend in connection 
with the elec'rification of that section of the system. The scheme 
has been under consideration for a long time, and is intended to 
compete with the tramways which cover most of the ground that is 
to be served by the electric trains. For long distances the traina 
will bave an immense advantage over the urban trams in point of 
speed, and will, therefore, it is anticipated, enable the company to 
bold their own, which they can scarcely be said to have done for 
tome time past, as it is stated tbat the receipts on the Tyne- 
mouth line, which is included in the development, dropped by 
£7,000, in six montha. The tri-l on Sunday was made between 
Carville station and Percy Main junction, a distance of 3 miles, 
On this section the work of change bas been completed, the 
third rail baving been laid, and the electrical conne: tions made. 
Tbe train with which tbe tests were made consisted of two m tor- 
cars and a trailer, ard was brought up from York for the purpose. 
The trial are said to have been entirely satisfactory; tbe cars 
showed themselves capable cf maintaining a speed of 45 miles an 
hour; the power of acceleration was such th-t the train attained a 
apeed of 30 m p h. witbin 35 seconds of starting from rest. Energy 
was drawu from tbe Neptune Bark power station of the Newcastle-un- 
Tyne Electric Supply Uo., the Carville works not being sufficiently 
advanced. The electrical equipment of the motor-coaches and 
trailere, the laying of the third-rail and low-pressure feeders is 
being « arried out by the British Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd.; the 
switchboards, transformers, converters, &c., are being supplied by 
the British West inglouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
About 37 miles of route remain to be adapted forthe new mode of 
о It is ав yet quite uncertain when the work will be com, 
pleted, 


Wigan.—On Monday representatives of the Wigan 
Electric Tramways Co. and of the Law and Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the Ince Dietrict Council met to consider matters affe ting 
the tramways in the townsbip of Ince. An arrangement was come 
to by which the representatives of the Ince District Council under- 


took to grant a lease to the company for 21 years, of the lines in the 


township of Ince, on the Wigan Corporation undertaking to adopt 
the broad gauge and equip tbe tramways electrically. 


/ 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE 


London Telephones, — At a meeting of tbe City 
Guardians this week, the Assessment Committee was autborised to 
appoint a competent person to assist in valuing the wirea, 
transforming stations, and appurtenances of the Post Office tele- 
phone system thrcugbout the City. Mr. Walter Barnett, of 
Winchester House, was appointed at a fee of £63. 


Portsmouth.—Mr. H. Percy Boulnois, M. I. C. E., Local 
Government inspector, last week held an inquiry into an applica- 
tion by the Portsmouth Т.С. for leave to borrow £12,000 for the 
purposes of the municipal telephone system for Pcrtsmoath and the 
urban, rural, and parish districts in which it is in use. The town 
clerk explained that originally the scheme propounded was for 1,240 
working linea, and that number had heen put into operation. Since 
then these lines had been found ins fficient, and it was proposed to 
extend tbe system so as to provide for tbe increased demand. At 
present, there were 1346 instruments in use, ard there were in 
addition 78 orders in band. The present instalments had been 
carried out within the estimate « riginallv given. A loan of E: 5, 500 
was sanctioned, and the expenditure reacbed £26/40. The excess 
was accounted for by some items euch as increased w: rk under- 
ground, to provide more cables than were originally estimated for. 
Another item which caused part of the excess was for an increased 
number of instruments obtained, which were now in use. There 
were also two items for building and prelimirary expenses, which 
were not estimated for originally. Mr. W. R. Bennett, engineer to 
the Corporation, stated tbat the extension covered by the loan 
would comprise au addition of 760 lines to the number originally 
panctioned, The capacity of the exchange would be raised to 2 000 
within the telephone area. His original estimate was £26,580, 
but the L. G. B. would only sanction E25, 500.— Mr. E. G. Robb, 
solicitor, of Tur bridge Wells, wbo appeared to oppese, cross-examined 
Mr. Bennett with the view of showing tbat the Corporation hsd not 
carried out the cr'ginal estimates. He submitted that the method 
of working adopted was obsolete and relatively inefficient; that it 
was not up to the standard adopted by the Post Office, or by any 
large town, save those under Mr. Bennett's control, and that to 
spend furtber money on such a system would simply be to per- 
petoate an original mistake. A scheme involving the expenditure 
of this further sum of money was both technically and financially 
unsound. The estimate, Mr. Robb further contended, was delusive, 
in that, among other things, it made no adequate provision for 
surplus plant or inevitable expansion, and it ignored the effect of a 
keen competition. The Corporation were engaged iu a war of rates 
with the National Telephone Co., aod though this was to the benefit 
of the telephone user, it was to the detriment of tne ratepayers, 
whose money was involved.— Mr. Bennett, in further cross-examina- 
tion, admitted that à certain amount had already been spent of the 
£12,0C0 now asked for. He admitted that а duct was being laid. 
It transpired that it was only 8 in. below the surface of the road, 
whereupon the inspector remarked that the depth was insufficient, 
and he was sure that if the L.G.B. bad the power to object they 
would do во. — 16 further appcared that certain balances had been 
ueed for the telephone business, and that nothing had been paid 
for these by way of interert.—' The inspector said the matter would 
certainly have to be laid before the L.G.B. — Mr. Bennett, further 
cross-examined, said the Portsmouth ecueme was a wise and prudent 
ore. They did not want to jump a long way in advance, and he 
believed the system was a much better one than the Natiunal.— At 
the close of the inquiry, the inspector intimated that he would 
make bis report to the L G.B, in due course. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES, 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ео ee өө 
Dominica-Martinique .. ee vs - .. May 7, 1902 ' .. 
Bt. Lucia- Martinique ee өө ee ee ee May T 1909 ec 
Guadeloupe-Martinique T oe vs SM 
Puerto Plata-Martinique 5% ie oe 
Anjer-Kalianda .. . 


Cayeunue-Pinheircs ee oe "P . ө . Aug 18, 1909 ee ° 
Bt. Lucia-8t. Vincent. as aw we „„ Sept. 19, 1903 .. Е 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-C'amaran we T Oct. 22, 1902 .. zs 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. - oe T .. Feb. 27, 1903 5% 
New York-Haiti ee ee ee eo ° April 18, 1908 ee ee 


Bolama-Bissao .. oe ee ee ee T ee iy 

Antigua-Guadeloupe .. "T m % .. Aug. 11, 1903 .. Sept. 95 

St. Jacques-Haiphong.. M" ee ә . Sept. 28, 1903 .. x 
Telephone Assessments,— Edinburgh Valuation Appeal 

Court on 23rd ult. heard evidence regarding the National Telephone 

Со.'в appeal against the Assessor's valuation of their wires aud way- 

leaves in the city. It was stated for the Telephone Co. that the 


gross revenue was £23,832,;but the net revenue was only £4,106, 
che Assessor said he made the income of the company from sub- 
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scribers to be £33,500, and after deductions he thought they should 
be assessed at £8,788. The Court fixed the valuation at £6,000. 
The Telephone Co. a: ked that a case might be stated for an appeal. 
The valuation last year was £2,000. 


Telephonie Communication with Belgium.— The 
Secretary of the General Post Office last week made the following 
announcement:—''On October 1st the existing telephene service 
between London aud Brussels will be extended, and communication 
can be obtained by subscribers to the Post Office telephone system 
between tbe Central, Western, Victoria, aud Putney excbanges in 
London and Antwerp, Bruges, Charleroi, Ghent, Lidge, Louvain, 
Malines, Mons, Namur, Ostend, Termonde, and Verviers. Com- 
munication will, at the same time, be opened between Birmingbam, 
Brighton, Bristol, Cambriage, Cardiff, Derby, Ipswich, Leicester, 
Lower toft, Newport (Mon), Norwich, Nottingham, Sheffield, 
Southampton, and Yarmouth, on the one hànd, and Brussels and 
certain of the above-mei tioned Belgian towns on the other. Par- 
ticulars as to the extent of the service can be obtained from the 
local postmastera or trom the secretary, General Post Office, E C. 
Та all cases the charge will be 8s. for a conversation of three 
minuter.” 


West African Telegraphs.—It is stated that the teie- 
graph line between Lagos and Forcados is approaching completion. 
This line, which is being con: tracted overlaud from Lagos, will put 
the whole of both colonies in West Africa in telegraphic and cable 
communication with each cther and with the outside world. It ів 
intended to extend this landline to the Old Calabar seat of the 
Southern Nigerian Government. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The De Foret Wireless Tele- 
graph Co. has recently made out a summary of the work done for 
Sir Thomas Lipton on board his steam yacht Erin duriug her stay 
in American waters. Duting the 73 days that the yacht was in 
New York waters, almost co: stant communication was maintained 
with toe De Forest stations at Coney Island, State Street, N.Y., 
and Birck (sland. We are informed that the bulk of the matier 
tranemitted was personal correspondence of Sir Thowas Lip*on, 
and comprised 2,000 individual messages, making a t tal of over 
40,000 words, und, in addition, 130 cables all in cove. During 
most of the £rin's «tay, the Associated Press and Publisher»! Press 
had а reporter un board, aud a total of 10,750 words were trans- 
mitted for the pres», for which a collect ion of $25 per day was 
made. The average length of a mesenge was 20 words, and fre- 
quently a message ran as high as 00 worda. To transmit this bulk 
of business, it was necessary to send at an average speed of 34 woras 
per minute. In lengtn of time, speed, transmission and accuracy, 
upder every imaginable weather condition ard distance, this service 
is regarded as an cxcellent record. Sir Thomas has written to tre 
company expressing in very high terms bis satisfaction with the 
service rende red. The installation on the Erin, it is stated, is the 
first « ver made on a private yacht, and its perforn-ance should augur 
well tur ite general adoption on this kind of craft. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Belgium.— October 3rd. The Municipal Authorities of 
Liége are inviting tenders until October 3rd for the supply of six 
electric tramcars, Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, Le Bureau Administratif des Travaux, à l'Annexe 
de l'Hotel de Ville, Liège. 


Brighton.—October 5th. Steel raile, tramcars, points 
and crossings for the Corporation tramways extensions. See 
“ Official Notices ” September 11th. 


G.W.R.— October 19th. Tenders are wanted for a year’s 


stores, including electrical lampe, ca bons, telegraph apparatus and 
inetrumente, copper and «ther wire. See Official Notices to-day. 


Harrismith.— October 19th. Water-tube boilers, 25 
and 80-Kw. steam alternators, and other plant. See Official 
Notices " September 25th. 


Johannesburg.— October 5th. A large quantity of steel 
rails, fisbplates, tie-bars, &., for tbe Corporation tramways, See 
“ Official Notices Septemcer 11th. 


Johannesburg.— November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and ayuamos. Alternative :— Water- tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generetore, and other plant. Fer the 
municipal tramways anu electrical supply scheme. dee Official 
Netices Augurt 28th. 


King's Norton.— October 10th. Overhead construction 
for three miles of liue. See Official Notices September 25th. 


Leeds. — October 17th... Surface condensing plant for 
the electric lighting department. See Official Notices " to-day.” 


London. — October 6th. Four 5.000-H. p. vertical- 
horizontal steam engines, each suitable for driving & three-phase 
generator, for the Greepwich power station, See Official 
Notices July 24th, . | 25 


London.—November 3rd. Engine, dynamo, wiring, 
&c , for ат installation at the Abbey Mills Pumping Station at West 
Ham, for the L. C. C. See “Official Notices t -day. 


Manchester.— October 5th. 30-ton electric lift for the 
electricity department. See Official Notices September 25th. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the ooncession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Roumania.— October 10th. Tenders are being invited 
until October 10th by the Roumavian State Railway Authorities in 
Bucharest, for the installation of a complete electric lighting plant 
at the railway works in that city. 


Salford.—October 19th. 
Pendleton central car dey 0“. 
25th. 


Salford. — October 19th. 
Pendleton Central Car De; 5. 
tramways manager. 


Sheffield.— October 8th. 25 double-deck cars with 
trucks and equipments. See Official Notices Septeraber 18th. 


Spain.— October 22nd. Tenders are being invited until 
the 22nd int, by the municipal authorities of Aranju z (province 
of Madrid), for the concession for the electric lighting uf the town 
during a period of four years. Tenders are to be sent to El 
Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Aranja: z (Madrid province), whence 
particulars may be »btained. 


Sundry machinery for the 
See “ Officis! Notices" September 


Electric lighting of the 
Specifications £3 33. from the 


Spain.—The municipal authorities of Onate are applying 
for а conces:ion to put down a plant to utilise the water-power ot 
the Olaran iu the generation of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes, 


Swansea.—October 81st. Permanent way, rails, special 
work, overhead equipment, cables, ducts, &c., for tramways. See 
" Official Notices " September 25th. 


Swansea.— October 31st. Росія, troughs, cables, wires, 
street boxes, &c. See “Oficial Notices" September 25th. 


Sweden.—October 15th. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Gelfe until October 15th for the supply 
of six electrical cranes. 


OLOSET. 


Aston Manor.—The Council has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, for the following motors :— Enclosed, 
50, 75, 100, 150, 200, 250, and 300-38. P.; semi-enclosed, 150, 200, 
250, ard 300-в 11. p.; open, 250. 


Carlisle,—Messrs. Hemingway & Pritt, of Richmond- 
on-Thames have secured the contrect for an installation of 500 
lights at the County and Station Hotel, Carlisle. The same firm 
has also secured contracts for installing the electric light at Rich- 
mond Workhouse Infirmary, and Weir Bank, Teddington. 


Darlington.—The A. B. P. Accumulator Co, Ltd., of 
Stockton-on-Tees, has received an order from the North- Eastern 
Railway Co, fur a storage battery and reversible booster to ba 
erected at their locomotive shops at Darliogton, the contract price 
being £2,614. 


Dartford.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co , Ltd., for the supply of house 
service cable. ) 


Derby.— Messrs. Edgar Allen & Co., Ltd., who recently took 
over the business of Askham Bros. & Wilson, Ltd, have secured 
(through the contractors, Messrs. J. G. White & Co., Ltd.,) the con- 
tract for the supply of cast-steei points with renewable centres of 
their Imperial manganese steel and iron-bound crossings of the 
latest American type with renewable centres, also in tueir mau- 
ganese steel, for the Corporation Tramways. 


Dewsbury.—The tender of Messrs, Siemens Bros. for 
the delivery and fixing of a 300-K w. dynamo with engine for the 
electricity works, bas been accepted by the Gas aud Electricity 
Committee. 


Gillingham (Kent).—The U.D.C. has accepted the 
tender of Messrs. Cowans, Ltd., for a high-tension board at £75, 
and a low-teneion board at £57, both for the Saxcod Street a 1b- 
station. 


Ipswich.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Hall & Hackblock, of Ipswich, for wiring the generating station 
and oftices at £1,140, 


London.—The Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. have 
laced an order for eight 500-KEw. motor-generators with Messrs, 
Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd, 
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London.—The Charing Cross & Strand Electricity 
Supply Co. has placed a large extension order for Peard patent 
junction box fuses with Mesars. Veritys, Ltd. 


Manchester.— Messrs. Edgar Allen & Co., Ltd.. have 
received a large contract from the Corporation for the supply of 
their cast-steel points and crossings fitted with hardened cast-steel 
renewable centrea. This is the fourth large contract for points and 
crossings received from the Manchester Corporation by Askbam 
Bros. & Wilson, Ltd. | 


Southwark.—The B.C. has accepted the tender of the 


General Electric Co. to supply 16,000 pairsof carbons at £4 1s. 3d. 
per 1,000 pairs. 


Stepney.—Messrs. Royle, Ltd., the successful tenderers 
for the supply and erection of feed suction and other pipework, 
storage tank and softening plant for the B.C., have sublet portion 
of the work as follows:—Cast-iron tank and steam pipes, Messrs. 
Newton, Chambers & Co., Ltd., Sheffield; steel pipes, Mesers. 
Stewarts & Lloyds, Birmingham. 


Satton.—The tender of the Private Wire & Telephone 
Installation Co., Ltd., for installing a system of fire alarms in the 
Banstead Road Schools, Sutton, belonging to the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board, has been accepted. 


Tynemouth.—The Corporation has placed the contract 
for a atorage battery with the Electrical Power Storage Co. 


Weymouth.—The Corporation order for lighting plant, 
which has been placed with the International Electrical Evcineer- 
ing Co, includes four high-speed engines by Messrs. Reavell 
and Co., of Ipswich. Messra. Johnson & Phillips have placed with 
Mesers. Reavell an order for one high-speed compound engine of 
150 в н.р. for export. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, October 9th. — Holborn Restaurant (Crown Room); Electro- 
Harmonic Society. First Smoking Concert of the 


season. 
Monday, October 12th — At 7.30 p.m. Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers. Mr. R. Balfour on “ Refrigerating Appliances 


аз Fitted on Board Ships.” Adjourned diacussion, the 
London Institution, Finsbury. 

Wednesday, October 14tb.—At 6.45 pm. Institute of Marine 
Engineers. Annual Dinner at Great Eastern Station 
Hotel, E.C. 


NOTES. 


German High-Speed Railways.—4A report from "Berlin 
tays that, in order that immediate benefit may be obtained from 
the high-speed railway results already achieved, the Reichstag has 
voted a credit of £14,000 for further experimenta The money will 
be devoted to laying a new track on the Berlin— Zogt en line. The 
electric trains on September 25th reached a speed of 189 km. (118 
miles) an hour on the railway between Marienfeld and Zossen, 
near Berlin. 


Electric Vehicle Trials in France.— be French 
daily, Le Aonde Sportif, is organising а trial of electrical motor- 
vehicles to extend over four dave. On November 19th tbere will 
be a run from Paris to Rouen (1334 km.) ; on the 20tb, from Rouen 
to Abbeville (1164 km.); on the 21st, from Abbeville to Creil 
(132 km.) ; and on the 22nd, from Creil to Paris (90 km.). The trial 
will be divided into two clagses, one for cars under 1,500 kg., and 
one for vehicles under 2,200 kg. 


The Junior Institution of Engineers.—Mr. J. 
Fletcher Moulton, K.C., M P., F.R.S., has been elected President 


of this Institution in succession to Colonel Edward Raban, 
C.B., R.E. 


Shock Fatality.—On 24th ult., at Jarrow, an inquest 
was held into the death of W. Т. Foster (38), a labourer, employed 
in connection with the electric light and drilling plant at Palmer's 
works. Ор 22nd ult. deceased was found in а reclining position in 
the pump house, with his right hand on the terminal of the 
starting switch. Current was immediately cut off, but Foster was 
found to be dead. Evidence showed that deceased might have 
taken а falee step and put his hand out to save himself; he had 
been warned never to touch the terminals. The voltage was 4.10. 
The floor of the house was wet. Tbe chief electrical engineer 
(Mr. J. H. Macro) said he would consider in what way the machinery 
could be furtber protected, but he thought the place was weil 
guarded. A verdict of Accidental death” was returned. 


France.—The French Thomson-Houston Co. says there 
i8 no ground for the recently circulated report that a great French 
combine of tho various big elpetric corporations is being 
negotiated. : | | 


The new Design of Electric Car.—Mr. Bristow has 
written us again on the subject of his patent car, enclosing sketches, 
but we must confess to remaining sceptical as to the advantages of 
the design. First of all the central entrance, whether arranged to 
avoid outgoing and incoming passengers meeting or not, has been 
tried on more than one line, and has been condemned on all hands 
as dangerous to life and limb, especially when the car is mounted 
on bogie trucks. Secondly, Mr. Bristow claims increased seating 
capacity, but, on his own showing, actually reduces the inside 
capacity, with longitudinal seats, from 30 to 24, although 22 is 
nearer the mark, if the comfort of passengers is to be studied. This 
shortage, plus the gain claimed, has to be made up by the supposed 
increased capacity of the top deck. How this can be done, if proper 
clearances are allowed, we do not see, as the area of top.deck ren- 
dered unavailable for seats by the staircase opening is approxi- 
mately the same, whether Mr. Bristow's patent or the ordinary 
reversed platform stairs are used. Perhaps, if some allowance were 
made for the trolley standard, comparison would be rendered easier. 
It is true that Mr. Bristow's arrangement of sliding partitions, if 
succeasfully operated in actual practice, would separate the streams 
of passengers alighting and entering; but the greatest difficulty of 
all, the intermingling and mutual hindering of the streams from the 
upper and lower decks, would remain. We feel that we may have 
treated rather harshly in our previous notes a man who seems to 
have tackled a serious question to the best of his ability. It only 
remains for us to regret that it should be possible for so much bard- 
earned money to be wasted annually on so-called inventions of this 
description; and to regret that, when the invention is described 
by the patentee, it should be rendered ridiculous by the wording of 
the description and by the absurdity of the claims. 


Street Obstructions.— On September 23rd in the 
Chancery Division Mr. Justice Bucknill, sitting as Vacation Judge, 
had before him an ex parte motion ou behalf of the Postmaster- 
General for a rule nist for a prohibition against the justices of the 
pesce of the City of London to restrain further proceedings upon 
two summonses issued against Sydney Byott and William Bailey, 
two servants of the Postmaster-General. Mr. W. S. Casserley, in 
support of the motion, said tbat the summonses in question were 
issued under the City Police Act, 1839 (2 and 3 Vict., c. xciv.), 
Sec. xxxv., Sub-Sec. 6, by which it was euacted that “ every person 
who shall cause any cart, public carriage, sledge, truck or barrow, 
with or without horses, to stand longer than may be necessary for 
loading or unloading . . . . or who, by means of any . . . truck 

. shall wilfully interrupt any public crossing, or wilfally cause 
any obstruction in any thoroughfare” shalf be liable to a penalty 
of not more than 40s. for every such offence. It appeared that on 
August 27th last the two defendants were employed to go to 72, 
Aldersgate Street, to search for faults in a cable in the foot way box. 
Byott and a mate went about 11 o'clock and opened the box, and it 
was found that the cable was broken close to the pipe-mouth. A 
truck which was with the men was placed close to the kerb beside 
the box. The truck contained tools and material necessary for use 
in carrying out the repairs, and, according to the affidavite, was 
placed in the best position to avoid interference with the traffic. 
It was necessary to draw out the old cable and put in a new one. 
The work was not completed till7 p.m., Bailey, in the meantime, 
having helped with ıt ; and the present summonses for unlawfally 
causing the truck to atand longer than necessary for loading or un- 
loading contrary to the statute were then issued. They at present 
stand adjourned till October 2nd. Mr. Casserley submitted that the 
justices had no jurisdiction to hear and determine the summonses. 
The City Police Act did not mention the Crown, and therefore was 
not binding upon its servants. From the report of the case in the 
Times we observe that Mr. Justice Bucknil] granted a rule nisi, 
returnable at the first Divisional Court in the Kiug's Bench Division, 
and a stay of proceedings in the meantime. 


Personal.—Mr. William Cramp, A. M. I. E. E., late Lec- 
turer on Electrical Design at the Central Technical College, has 
joined the Crypto Works Co., Ltd., 29, Clerkenwell Road, E.C., as 
electrical expert. His first duties will be to supervise the manu- 
facture and development of repulaion motors of his own desiga for 
single-phase working, and up-to-date continuous-current enclosed 
motore 

Mr. V. Zingler, A.M I. E. E., has severed his connection with the 
General Electric Со., Ltd., and has been appointed manager of the 
publicity department of the Edison & Swan United Electric 
Light Co. + | 

Having accepted an appointment on the staff of Messrs. 
Frederick Braby & Co., Ltd., Mr. Ivon Braby, M.LE.E., has re- 
signed his position as joint managing director of the firn of Braby 
and Tomlinson, Ltd. 

Mr. T. Vickers, O.E., who for over two years has had the manage- 
ment of the special track construction works of Messrs. Askham 
Bros. & Wilson, Sheffield, has resigned, and joined the tramway 
department of Hadfield’s Steel Foundry Co, Sneflield. 

Messrs. Thomas Parker, Ltd., of Wolverhampton, have appointed 
Mr. Ealey Hodgson their representative for the City of London and 
district. The offices are at Mansion House Caambers, 20, Bucklers- 
bury, Queen Victoria Street, London, Е.С. 


Bond v. The British Electric Street Tramways 
Co., Ltd.—In the Vacation Court on Wednesday, before Mr. 
Justice Bucknill, this case was again mentioned. The motion was 
for an injunction to restrain the defendants from dealing with 
certain assets, and it being stated that there were hopes of a settle- 
ment being arrived at, the matter was directed to stand over for 
another week. 


| - 
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Electric Tramways in Russia: A New Govern- 
ment Condition to Exclude Foreign Competition.—It was 
recently stated in these columns that a number of Russian engineer- 
ing firms and iron and steel producers had presented a petition to 
the Government praying that steps should be taken in connection 
with the proposed construction of electric tramways at St. Peters- 
burg, Moscow and other towns, во that the orders should be 
preferentially placed with native firms, and that only in exceptional 
cases should contracts be given to foreign firms. This petition has 
now borne fruit, as, according to the St. Petersburg correspondent 
of the Frankfurter Zeitung, Ње new law which has just been 
published authorising the St. Petersburg Municipal Council to 
conclude a loan of 30,000,000 roubles for the conversion of the 
horee tramways to electric traction, contains a condition not 
previously embodied in such laws sanctioning the raising of muni- 
cipal loans. The condition renders it obligatory on the part of 
the Municipal Counoil in the placing of orders forthe works in 
question to give the preference to Russian firma, and only to con- 
sider foreign firms when the goods in question are either not pro- 
duced in Russia, or the Russian offers are higher than the foreign 
tenders, inclusive of import duties. It is assumed that this 
stipulation will in future be imposed in the case of all municipal 
loans which are proposed for the execution of public works, as for 
instance, the construction of electric tramways, &o. The condition 
in question is, however, not so strict as in the case of State orders, 
as native works are given the preference in this respect, even if 
their prices are 15 per cent. higher than the tenders from con- 
tractors in other countries. · 


The Faraday Society.—As already stated in these 
columns arrangements for an interchange of publications between 
tbe members of the American Electro-Chemical Society and the 
Faraday Society have recently been made, so that in addition to 
their own Proceedings, membera of the Faraday Society will in 
future receive the Transactions of the American Society, free of 
charge. The exchange will take effect with Vol. 1V. of the American 
Transactions, containing the papera read before the recent meeting 
of the Society, held at Niagara Falls. 


Accident.—Mr. William C. Hart, an employé of the 
Electrical Department of the Plymouth Corporation, met with a 
serious accident on Sunday morning. Whilst placing a new over- 
head wire in position in Westwell Street, he was knocked down from 
a ladder tower and received injuries to his limbs and concussion of 
the brain. 


Lectures.—At the Morley College for Working Men and 
Women during the 1903-1904 session, which began on Monday at 
the Morley College, Waterloo Road, S.E., & course of 10 lecturer, 
provided by the London County Council, and open to the public 
free of charge, is to be given by Dr. Fison on " Electricity,” on 
Saturday evenings. 

Special courses of instruction in electricity and magnetism, 
telegraphy and telephony, electrical engineering, &c., were com- 


menced at the Polytechnic School of Electricity, Regent Street, W., 


on Monday last. The arrangements include practical workshop 
classes in motor construction and engineering. 


Plant for Sale.—The sale of plant at the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Electric Supply Co. 's station by Messrs, Wheatley Kirk, Price 
and Co. will take place on October 29th. 


Appointments Vacant.— Junior assistant at Aldershot 
(258.); engineer-in-charge for Belfast electricity works (£2 58.). 
See our advertisements to-day. 


Change of Address.— The British Miller Signal Syndi- 
cate, Ltd., has removed from 9—11, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C., to 122 
and 123, Saliebury House, London Wall, E.C. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Мв. C. E. C. SHAwrIELD, the Wolverhampton borough electrical 
engineer, who has recently entered the bonds of matrimony, was on 
Friday in last week the recipient of two very handsome presenta 
from the Corporation Electric Lighting Committee and from the 
staff at the Commercial Road Works. The present from the Com- 
mittee took the form of a case of cutlery and a muffin dish. The 
staff gave a case of silver spoonsand forks. The presentations were 
made at the works, Councillor Gough Allen, chairman of the Light- 
ing Committee, officiating on behalf of the Committee, and Mr. 
Howie, chief electrical assistant, on behalf of the staff. A tribute 
to Mr. Shawfield’s worth was added by the Mayor of the borough 
(Alderman G. R. Thorne), and by Alderman Mander. Mr. Shaw- 
tield, in the course of his reply, referred to the eight years’ associa- 
tion be had had with his staff, none of whom had left him to go 
elsewhere. Of that fact he was very proud, and he considered he 
had the best staff in England. The Lightine Committee Mr. Shaw- 
field described as the model committee of the Council, judged by 
the brevity of their meetings, and the sound common-sense deci- 
sions to which they came. 

Mr. CRINES has been appointed junior assistant engineer at the 
Bristol Corporation Electricity Works. 

Hanley T.C. has appointed Mr. E. RENDELL, of Wednesbury, to 
succeed Mr. S. Hutchins as junior assistant at the Electricity Works 
ata salary of £100 a year. 

The Bristol Electrical Committee has recommended an increase 
in the salary of the deputy electrical engineer (Mr. H. Herbert 
Couzens) from £300 to £350. 


Mr. RzamNALD d. Ковинтз, of Liverpool, has been appointed 
junior switchboard assistant at the Lancaster Corporation Elec- 
tricity Works, and has taken up his duties this week. Mr. W. 
McBretney, B. Sc., is leaving Lancaster with the good wishes of 
the staffs at both the power station and Story Institute (where he 
has had charge of the development of the electrical laboratory), for 
the post of caarge engineer at Ipswich. 


Electric Driving in Locomotive Works.— Electricity 
is to be substituted for steam for driving the whole of the 
machinery at the N.E. Railway's locomotive works at Gateshead. 
The contract is a large one. Supply will be obtained from the 
Neptune Bank power station of the Tyneside Co. 


Receiver Appointed. We understand that on the ap- 
plication of debenture-holders a receiver has been appointed in 
Henry F. Joel & Co. and Thomas Potter & Sons United, Ltd, 
electrical and general engineers, of South Molton Street, Oxford 
Street, W., not in Henry F. Joel & Co., as has been stated in a con- 


temporary. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Cross Electric Engineering and Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
(78,609).—' This company was registered on September 23rd, with a capital 
44,000 in £lshares, to adopt an agreement with А.Н. Bparkes and W. 
Carter, for the acquisition of the business carried on by them as manufacturing 
electricians, and to carry on the business of electricians, manufacturers of and 
dealers in all kinds of electrical machines. engines, instruments and appliances, 
«C. The first subscribers (each with one share) are: — A. Н. Sparkes, 31 and 32, 
Kirby Street, Hatton Garden, E.C., electrical engineer; W. F. Carter, 31 and 
82, Kirby Street, Hatton Garden, E.C., engineer; H. R. Smith, 106, Murray 
Street, New North Road, N., surveyor; T. E. Ferrando, 43, Napier Avenue, 
Southend, engineer; A. Abrahams, 118, Goldsmith Road, Park Road, Leyton, 
mechanic; W. Н. Woods, 2, Prince's Parade, Muswell Hill, electrician; and 
J. Cutler, 3, St. Peter's Terrace, Clerkenwell Road, E.C., mechanic. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than seven; the first managing directors are W. F. Carter and A. H. Sparkes, 
each of whoin may hold office for 10 years, with £150 each per annum as remu- 
neration ; remuneration of ordinary directors as fixed by the company. Regis- 
tered office, 106, Murray Street, New North Road, Hoxton. 


Edison Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (78,647).—This company was 
registered on September 25th, with a capital of £100in £1 shares, to carry on 
the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, jron and brass founders, 
makers of and dealers in mechanical and other novelties, phonographs, grama- 
phones, records or other talking machines or appliances, projecting kineto- 
scopes, photographic films, X ray apparatus, electrica! appliauces and batteries, 
motor-cars, engines, tc, The first subscribers (each with one share) are :— 
G. C. Marks, 15, Southampton Buildings, W. C., civil engineer; J. H. White, 58, 
Grays Inn Road, W.C., manager; Emily M. Marks, Myrtle Cottage, Каш, 
book-keeper; Amelia A. Marks, Myrtle Cottage, Eltham, private secretary; 
A. W. Matlys, 56, Chancery Lane, W.C., engineers; Н. Н. Kerslake, 56, 
Chancery Lane, W.C., engineer; and Н. E. Doel, 56, Chancery Lane, W.C., 
engineer. No initial public issue. Registered without articles of association, 


a ae ea) 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Jr the lay press is to be believed, the 


Islington Islington Electrical Department has earned 
Municipal for itself ап unenviable notoriety, in the 
Electricity ^ municipal world, during recent years. Appa- 
Supply. rently its greatest short-coming last year was 


the inability to earn more than 4 per cent. 
gross profit, an amount which is insufficient to meet the financial 
charges of the concern; and present appearances indicate that 
radical changes will have to be undertaken before any marked 
improvement can be expected. 

Mr. Gay, the borough electrical engineer, has, in the ordinary 
way, no easy task, and we fear that in the present crisis any reforms 
involving financial aid, which he may be desirous of effecting, will 
meet with unreasonable opposition, 


GENERAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH 318т, 1903. 


Total capital expended ... £388,081 
Number of units sold— 
Private lighting без exa - 1,407,198 
Public lighting T zs bay 957,160 
Total units sold Ad 2,364,358 
Equivalent number of 8-c.P. lamps connected 88,986 
Number of public lamps m 474 arcs, 16 inc. 
Maximum load in kw. ... vus т 2,100 Kw. 
Gross revenue “Bi ae we — £44,460 
оа » expenditure... £28,816 
| » profit ке ee £15,644 
Average price obtained, private lighting 5 7d. 
ii T public lighting. 3 5d. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Gross, Per unit 
By sale of energy ie ias ios e. £43,549 442d. 
Meter rents, &с. ... eu ix ЕА Я 637 064. 
Sundries... ie 890 say io t 274 03d. 
444,460 451d. 


A diminished ratio of increase of supply, compared with previous 
years, appears to be responsible for the revenue failing to realise 
expectations, 
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WorkKina EXPENSES. 


Gross. Per unit. 
Coal and other fuel s ; ...£12 863 1:30d. 
Cil, waste, water and engine room stores 1,997 20d. 
Wages incnrred in generation aad distribution 4,08) “1а. 
Repairs and maintenance of plant, buildings, & . 3,290 33d. 
Works and distribotion costs ... . E22 230 2:21d. 
Attendance, repairs, &., public lamps 2,255 23d. 
Rent, rates and taxes ... 1,386 144. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer, 
and clerical staff _... n .. 2,065 21d. 
General establishment charges, printing, 
stationery, insarance aad law з 880 09d. 
Works costs . . 428.816 291d. 


During the past year, the works coste have crept up a farthing per 
unit, fuel, repairs and rates and taxes, being responsible for this, 
and, including the item of public lamps, they now reach nearly 31. 
per unit. 

Buch a schedule of costs requires serious consideration. The fuel 
item is high even for London; the stores item, although a slight 
reduction on the previous year, is excessively high, and both wages 
and repairs are above the average. 


Prorit STATRMEKT. 


To interest and sinking fund on loans . . £17,309 
Sundry payments sat ae 75 
Balance, being loss on year’ в working — 1.740 


Gross profit ... si m m 


The balance carried down to revenue account, together with a 
small balance from property, amounts to £15,644, and, as financial 
charges demand some £17,209, and a further sum of £75 18 allocated, 
the loss on the year’s working amounts to £1,740. 

A small memorandum contained in the &c»ounts shows that 
tince tie commencement, net losses amounting to £8,344 have 
been incurred, partly balanced by net profits of £6,079, leaviag 
a sum of £2,265 to the bad on seven years work. The re- 
mainder of this memorandam is calculated to be entirely mis- 
leading to the lay reader, as a final result, under the heading of 
net profit, of £19,149 is arrived at; this is owing to the inclusion of 
sinking fund payments amounting to £21,414. 


415,64 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY ACCOUNTS. 


THE returns of the municipal tramway systems 

Neweastle-on- of Newcastle-on-Tyne and Portsmouth are of 

Tyne and Ports- an exceedingly interesting character. Both 

mouth Municipal concerns were purchased from pioneer com- 

Tramways. panies and converted to electrical working, new 
routes being opened up at the same time. 

A considerable amount of attention was drawn to the Newcastle- 
on-Tyne tramways during the recent municipal electrical visit, and 
the excellent character of the plant and services was noticeable. 
A number of severe gradiente exist on the various routes. The 
teaffic statistics during the last five years are as follows :— 


Miles of Passengers Total Receipts per 
Year. route. Car- miles. carried. receipts. route mile. 
1898 .. 8 740,022 6,486,862 £42,377 £5 300 
1899 ... 8 749,461 7,257,175 £46,195 £6,774 
1900... 8 761,121 7,467,694 £48,476 £6,060 
1901 ... Track under reconstruction for electric traction. 
1902 . 184 2, 893,798 29,553,219 £132,937 £7,186 


The last year shows the results achieved since the Corporation 
took over the system, and they reflect great credit on Mr. A. E. 
Le Rossignol, the general manager and engineer, and on his staff 
which numbers all told 1,336 persons. 


In the Portsmouth undertaking the gradual supersession of horse- 
cars is taking place, and with their total disappeara ice the working 
of these lines snould compare with the best—in point of efficiency. 
The maximum gradient on these routes is 1 in 17. Аза Newcastle, 
the department owns a separate generating station and obtains its 
power at а cheap rate. The following comparisons of analysis of 
working expenses at several tramway power stations is cf interest; 

although, owing to the practice of supplying for other purposes 
besides tramway work, the works costs are not strictly representative. 


— ——— — — —— — — — ——— — À 


Newcastle. Porstmouth. | Glasgow. | Hull. 


n F A 
Per Per саг-| Per per car- Per | Per | Per Per 


unit. | mire. | unit. | mile. uniit. unit. mile 


Fuel ... .. 14d. 25 J. 17d. 47d. ва. 154. °6э4.|'564. 
Wages, &c. ... 17d. 31d. 42d. 19d. at 17d. 15d. 14d. 
Oil, waste, &. 03d. 06d. 08d. 10d. оза | 03d. '08d.| *07a. 


| 
"E 
B 


ar- 
mile. 


Total workscoste 34d. “62d, | 674. |704, | "364. E 88d. 174. 
| 


In the case of Newcastle some 200 public arc lamps are supplie !. 
At Portsmouth energy ів supplied to the Cosham and Horndean 
Light Railway, and both the Glasgow and Hul: tramways depart- 
mente assist their lighting departments at times of heavy load. 


GENERAL ST TEMENT. 


ee er cee ов | Portsmouth. 


yne. 


———— ————M— -— — — — — — = — — ж ——— —— M — — 


12 months ending — Mar *h 25, 1993 | March 31,1903 


Length of route "e к 19 miles 144 miles 
Total length of track as in 384 n a L 
Number of cars in uss 14) | 
Car-mil«e run 3 379,119 1 925 749 
Passengers carried per annum 33,474 122 163 5,692 
Capital expenditure to date 4903,59 £6 (0,238 
Traffi: receipte T s £15 1,334 | £74 474 
Total receipts ; aa iss £153,822 £77 804 
Working expenses... T isi £89 313 436 96. 
Grose profit £64,509 £4U. 843 

Income per car-mile Е er 10 93 1. 112 374. 
Working expenses per car-mile ... 6:354. 15 441. 
Iaterest and sinking fund per 

car-mile ... aes ET 3 72d. 74°68 l. 
Sundry charges s 234. 11:14 1. 
Total expenses per car-mite 10 301, $11°26 1. 
Profit or loss per car-mile + 63 1. +1114. 
Cost of energy T A '621.* | 761. 
Average fare per passenger 1:084. — 
Revenue per mile of route si £8,996 £5,790 
Expenditure per mile of route ... £4,700 £2,543 
Total number of units used 6.063 570 1,778 266 
Units used percar-mile ... ens 1 79? 103 


+ Includes energy required for lighting 200 public aro lamps. 
1 Include resulte of horse traction totalling 42,424 car-miles, 

From tbe above table it will be seen that both systems are worked 
with a ccnsiderable margin of profit—the northern town has the 
more extensive service, which accounts for the smaller margin 
between income and working expenses. The working expenses in 
the case of Portsmouth are exceedingly low, and excluding the 
horse traffic returns amount to only 5 12d. per car-mile. 

Great credit is due not only to Mr. Spaven, the general man ger, 
but alao to Mr. E. Rotter, the engineer to the Portemouth system, 
under whose guidance the system was planned and ths working 
organised and carried on until March, 1902. 

In the case of Newcastle, the working expenses less the pro- 
portion due to arc lighting amount to 6:17d. per car-mile, also a very 
creditable figure when the frequeat services are taken into accouat. 


ANALYSIS OF WORKING EXPENSES PER CaR-MICR. 


Newcastle-on-T yne. Portsmouth. 


Year .. 34 mths., 1902. 1908. | 1902. | 1903. 


Traffic expenses, inclading wages 
of drivers, сопан, &c., car- 


| 
shed expenses . .. 452d. 378d. 299d. 3 054. 
Electrical energy im е 126d. 62d. 108d. 764. 
Tickets, &c. ste 41d. 254. 084.) 09d. 
Management and general ex- | 
penses, including salaries, | 
printing, &c., sundries е 46d. ^! 23d. 21d. 36d. 
Rent, rates, taxes and insurance 40d. | 41d. 28d. 42d. 
Repairs and Maintenance — | 
Track ... ы ‘Old. 32d. 18d. 02а. 
Overhead equipment .. $e — — | — 02d. 
Rolling stock . ae "86d. 57d. 42d. 36d. 
Buildings aad plant . са — i "11d. *02d.| 04d. 
: Pablic lamps “з sis — 62d. — — 
Pablic lighting ... vus T — 03d. — — 
— L — 
Total working expenses... 793d. 634d. 526d. | 5121. 
(electrical section) VVT 
Working expenses (horse section) — — 904d. 17 60d. 
Total working expenses... ke 7 92d. | 6 34d. | 7:284. | 544d. 
` Percentage of working expenses 57 84 95 Bleo., 42 25 95 
to receipts for 1903. Elec. & horse 
4400 95 


In disposing of its handsome gross profits the Newcastle tram- 
ways department has allocated £52,408 to interest and sinking fund 
for the period since the tramways commenced running, a further 
£3,250 has been set aside for depreciation purposes, and the 
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balance carried down (for 134 months’ working) amounting to 
£17,015, has been advanced to the Finance Committee for the pur- 
pose of liquidating financial charges which accrued during the 
period of construction, with the exception of £766 carried forward. 
The comparatively small amount set aside for depreciation purposes 
is probably explainable by the other heavy charges which the 
department has met, but the necessity of providing for depreciation 
having been recognised, this will, no doubt, be remedied next 
year. ! 

The Portsmouth department has placed a sum of £32,847 to 
interest and sinking fund; £1,643 disallowed by the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and another small] amount, complete the list of dis- 
bursements, nothing being allowed for depreciation, and a balance 


from the last two years’ working of £13,165 being carried forward, 


In this case the balance carried forward is exceedingly satisfactory, 
and would be more so if it ware certain that it would not 
eventually be used for the relief of the rates. 


Prorit BTATEMBNT. 


Newcastle. Portsmouth, 
Interest and sinking fund ... т . . £52,408 £32,848 
To discounts, &c, disallowed by Local 
Government Board iss As э — 1,613 
To depreciation on uniforms, equipment, 
rolling stock, &c. yes Vas ss 3.250 — 
Total balanoe carried forwa = .. 17,045 13,165 
Lees last year's balance brought forward — 8,149 — 6,713 
Gross profit on year's work £64,509 £40,843 


CITY NOTES. 


Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd. 


Mr. CLAUD Т. CAYLEY presided at the annual meeting of this com- 
pany, held at Cannon Street Hotel on Tuesday. In moving the 
adoption of the report for the year ended Juae 30th (of which an 
abstract appeared in our last issue), the chairman said that the 
liabilities of the company had been increased, owing to the absorp- 
tion of the English Electric Manufacturing Co.'s works at Preston. 
Dating from March 31st last, they had been catirely under the manage- 
ment of this company. Since the last balance-sheet they had in- 
creased the reserve fund by £70,000—thus £16,735 as required by 
clause 31 of the trust deed securing the debentures, and a further 
sum of £23,264, making a total of £40,000; in addition to that, 
they had carried out of the profits of the English Electric 
Manufactaring Co., Ltd., a further sum of £30,000 direct to reserve. 
This, therefore, with the special reserve fund of £32,611 added to 
the previous amounts, made the total reserves £161,559, and, adding 
to this the carry forward from this year of £35,544 188, they had a 
total of £197,104. They were pursuing a conservative policy in 
building up these large reserves. Oa. the assets side the capital 
expenditure had been increased by the purchase of the works at 
Preston. The plant and machinery had been amply depreciated. 
Contracts due for work, stock of materials, &c., were 1n excess of last 
year, but up to June 30th they held certificates from the various cor- 
porations and companies amounting to considerably over £300,000. 
These certificates were a8 good as cash, and since then most of this 
money had been received. The works at Preston were now fully 
occupied in manufacturing machinery. They were capable of turn- 
ing out the largest direct-current and three-pbase generators yet 
designed, together witb all sizes of traction and stationary motors, 
controllers, &c. It has been found necessary to make a large addi- 
tion to the present buildings to cope with contracts, and the new 
buildings would be ready for occupation in about a month, when 
they would be of great advantage in dealing with orders on hand, 
aud ought to result in a considerable saving to the company. Ia a 
trading company of this description, the directors did not consider 
it wise to go too much into detail, but in these days of keen com- 
petition, and seeing that this was their tirst general public meeting, 
it migbt be stated tbat since the brief period they had entered the 
electric traction field they had completed, and had in course of 
construction, permanent way, overhead lines and cables, rolling 
stock and electrical equipment, tzenerating plant, including steam 
engines, boilers and generators, anu generai engineering, amounting 
in round figures to about 74 millions sterling. Except for a short 
time previous to their entering into the el:ctric traction field, all 
the electrical machinery, steam engines, generating plant and rolling 
stock required for their various contracts had been manufactured in 
this country and by British labour. In addition to the home con- 
tracts, they were at the esent time engaged in the construction 
and equipment of tram sys in Mandalay, Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Tokio, and had als upplied machinery for and equipped im- 
portant undertakinps South Africa, and had in hand important 
contracte in South Am ica, Australia and Canada. The policy of 
the board had been n to depend merely upon the home market, 


but to develop steadily the field of operations of the company 
throughout the Empire and abroad. The works at Kilmarnock were 
fully employed on their own special manufactures, and were likely 
to be for some time to come. They were principally engaged i1 the 
manuf icturé of narrow-gauge rolling stock, points aad crossings for 
portable railways, turntables, and special work for tramways. The 
prospects for the current year showed every indication of good 
results. After making a brief reference to the death of Prof.’8 H. 
Short, to the additions made to the board by the election of three 
of the English Electric Co.'s directors, and to the change of offices 
from Cannon Street to Abchurch Yard, the chairman moved the 
adoption of the report, and the payment of dividends and bonus 
recommended therein. 

Mr. R. Н. PRESTWICH reconded, and it was carried unanimously. 

The re-election of directors and auditors, and a vote of toauks 
to the board, with special reference, also, to the staff, brought the 
meeting to a close. | 


Mersey Railway Co. 


THE report for the half-year ended Jane 30ch last, submitted to the 
meeting on the 29th ult., states that receipts from all sources have 
been £32,278, as compared with £31,781 for the corresponding 
period of 1902. Working expenses, exclusive of the exceptional 
charges for pumping, ventilation and lifts, have been £27,375, or 
8441 per cent., as against £23,066, equal to 72:58 per cent., for the 
corresponding six months. These exceptional charges for pumping, 
ventilation a id hydraul:c lifts for the past six months &mounted to 
£4,686, equal to 14 52 per cent., as compared with £6,389, or at the 
rate of 20:10 per cent., іп 1902. The numberof passengers conveyed 
had been 3,201,644, as against 3,104,294 for the corresponding period 
of 1902, exclusive of season ticket holdera. The net revenue 
account shows a debit balance of £3,728. This, added to the 
previous debit of £4,924, makes a total of £8,652. The working of 
the railway by steam locomotives ceased on May 4th, 1903, and 
since that date it has been worked by electric traction. "There has 
not yet been sufficient experience to enable a reliable estimate to be 
formed with regard to the probable receipts and expenditure of the 
new method of working, bat the difficulties of ventilation have 
been overcome, and the suitab:lity and capacity of electric traction 
for dealing with the traffic have been fully demonstrated. 


ADDRESSING the half-yearly meeting held in London on Tuesday, 
Mr. JAMES FALCONER said that the change to electric tractioa took 
place on May 4th. At the present time he could say that ia regard 
to ventilation the tunnels were perfect. The stations were brilliantly 
lighted, and the train service was so frequent as to render time- 
tables unnecessary. The trains were very comfortable, and an im- 
provement in speed had been effected. Safety was an important 
factor which the directors had fully considered, and he believed 
that their line was the safest in either Liverpool or Birkenhead, and 
great precautions had been taken in the design and construction of 
the plant. The only point at which a fire could originate was at 
the motors, and there the carriages were protected by a lining of 
asbestos, which was absolutely fireproof. Every precaation, in fact, 
had been taken against accidents. Too short a time had elapsed 
since the installation of electricity as the traction power to enable 
the board to tabulate reliable figures as to the financial results 
which were likely to accrue from the change. The accounts before 
the meeting only dealt with two months’ working of the line under 
the new conditions. Во far as the receipts were concerned, it was 
gratifying to find that the tide had turned. Up to the time of the 
alteration there had been for years a steady ebb in the amount 
received. Since the beginning of May, however, there had been a 
steady fl»w. He did not wish to misiead the shareholders by sug- 
gestiog that while the growth had been gradual it had yet reached 
anything like the results which the board hoped it would, and must 
reach, before it could be of any value to the ordinary shareholder. 


The public were slow in giving up old methods of travelling until 


they were satisfied that the new ones were in every respect better. 
It was impossible yet to estimate the working expenses properly. 
The experience of every undertaking similar to theirs was, that the 
resulte arrived at in the early months were no indication at all of 
what might be expected after wards. 


Elmore's Trust. 


Tro adjourned extraordinary general meeting was held at Win- 
chester House on Monday, Mr. Alleyne Raynolds presiding. There 
was a very lengthy deoate which, at times, became somewhat 
heated and was frequently of a persunal nature, many of the share- 
holders thinking tnat liquidation was unnecessary at the moment, 
notwithstanding that the bank was holding a pis:ol at the head of 
the Trust. Au amendment was moved by Mr. F. L. Rawson to 
adjourn the me:ting until Octob:r 23rd in order to give time to 
further arrange with the bank. The amendment was carried. Tha 
chairman and other directors resigned, and, as the company was 
thus without & board, someoue in the middle of the hall moved the 
election of Messrs. Orde, Marshall and Richardson, us dire tors of 
the company, aad this was carried by the few who took any interest 
in this part of the proceedings. 
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Electric Railway and Tramway Carriage Works. 


THE annual meeting was held at Preston on 24th ult. The chairman 
referred to the statements which had been made to the effect that 
negotiations had been entered into regarding the consolidation of 
the British electrical industry, and that Dick, Kerr & Co. were at 
the head of the movement. He said that he had heard of no such 
negotiations, aud denied everything which might lead people to 
think that the company was entering into any combination. Messrs. 
Richardson and Prestwich were re-elected directors. The chair- 
man, in moving the adoption of the report and balance-sbeet, said 
that the net profit, after charging for depreciation, was £16,594. 
A dividend of 8 per cent., absorbing £12,000, was proposed. 
£5,426 was carried forward. Since the opening of the works in 
March, 1899, very large orders have been executed. 


Cape Town Consolidated Tramways and Land Co. 


Tue report for the period ended December 31at last, states that the 
final section of the Camps Bay Tramway Co., Ltd. (namely, the 
Kloof line), extending from the terminus of the Cape Town Tram- 
Co.’s system in Burnside Road down to Camps Bay was opened on 
November 10th, 1902, thus completing the tramway system as 
originally designed. The total length of track now in operation is 
about 94 miles, and while the directors look forward to a permanent 
increase in the traffic and receipts as the development in both the 
Oranjezicht Estates and the Cape Marine Suburbs proceeds, they 
havethought it advisable, during such period of development, to 
grant to the Cape Electric Tramways, Ltd., a lease of this company’s 
tramways for three years from January ist, 1903, on mutually 
advantageous terms. The profit and loss account shows a credit 
balance of £873. 


City of Buenos Ayres Tramways Co. 


Tur report for the half-year ended June 30th last shows gross receipts 
for the half-year £134,636, an increase of £2,238, and working 
expenses £95,712, an increase of £739, leaving £38,923, an increase 
of £1,499. From this must be deducted the debenture interest paid 
to Jane 30th last, £3,480, and adding balance of revenue account, 
1902, £1,558, there is a disposable balance of £37,001. Working 
expenses amount to 71°08 per cent., as compared with 71°73 per 
cent. for 1902, being a decrease of 0°65 per cent. The municipal 
tax (included in the working expenses) for the half-year of 6 per 
cent. upon the traffic receipts amounts to 27,772. The number of 
miles ran was 2,699,702, and passengers carried 16,161,000. The 
average fare was, in 1903, 3:974 cents pold, as sgainst for 1902, 
3:816 cents gold. There bas been an increase in receipts from the 
goods traffic amounting to $4,834 paper. The company's petition 
for the necessary modification of its concession, with & view to the 
adoption of electric traction, is still before the Municipality of 
Buenos Ayres, and negotiations are proceeding in reference tbereto, 
but the directors are not yet in a position to make any definite 
announcement. Out of the available balance of £37,001 the 
directors declare an interim dividend of 4s. per share, £3,000 is 
placed to the reserve fund, and £3,001 is carried forward. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Applications have been 
made to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to 
grant a quotation to Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd., 
50,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully 
paid, No. 1 to 50,000. The Committee has appointed Wednesday, 
October 7th, a special settling day in Bournemouth and Poole Elec- 
tricity Supply Co., Ltd., provisional certificates (fully and partly 
paid) for a further issue of 4,500 ordinary shares of £10 each, 
Nos. 22,501 to 27,000. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co.— The board has 
resolved, after placing £6,000 to the credit of the renewal fund, to 
declare an interim dividend for the quarter ending September 30th, 
1903, of 15s. per cent. on the ordinary stock, and £1 10s. per cent. 
on the preferred stock, less income-tax. 


Western Union Telegraph Co.—The quarterly report 
for the quarter ending September 30th, 1903, shows a surplus on 
July 1st, 1903, of $13,019,724. А dividend of 1] per cent. on the 
capital stock of the company bas been declared. 


` 


Salisbury Electric Light and Supply Co.—The 
directors have declared an interim dividend at the rate of 4 per 
cent. per annum, in respect of the half-year ended June 30th last, 
on ordinary shares. 


Eastern Telegraph Co.—The directors announce the 
payment on October 15tb of an interim dividend of 1} per cent. on 
the ordinary stock, tax free, in respect of protits for tbe quarter 
ended June 30th. 


Direct West India Cable Co.—A meeting of this com- 
pany was held at the offices, 33, Old Broad Street, E.C., on Sep- 
tember 24th. The proceedings were conducted in private. 


Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co.—A meeting was 
held at the offices, 33, Old Broad Street, E.C., on 24th ult. The 
proceedings were not open to tha press. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
WRERE lugubriousness, despite the little rally, still reigns in almost 
every department of the Stock Exchange, it would be too much to 
expect the electrical markets to remain better than steady. And 
that is the word which applies exactly to these markets. Sheltered 
as they are by the phalanx of investors who hold their stocks and 
shares as a permanent lock-up, electrical descriptions keep firm in 
an atmosphere charged with depression. The flatness of Consols 


‘has become such a usual event that we fear lest our readers wax 


weary of hearing the fact mentioned, but, risking that, it is needfal 
to again refer to this slump inthe premier security by way of partial 
explanation of the general distress that has seized upon the markets 
round the Stock Exchange. Money has to be raised to meet differ- 
ences incurred in speculation, but, although the electrical sections 
are frequently affected by this influence, at the present time they 
have been but little disturbed by it. 

The electrical railway stocks are all weak, as is natural enough in 
view of the fall in the steam traction varieties. Central London 
Ordinary gave way three points, and the Deferred one, City and 
South London was marked down 2 percent. Even Waterloo and 
City has not escaped a fall of a point. All these movements are 
due simply to tbe financial situation, and have no bearing upon the 
merite of the undertakings. Districts have dipped to 32, and 
Metropolitan Consolidated to 81. East London has not recovered 
its last week's decline to 5, and Mersey stock stands about 63. 
The 3 per cent. stock moved erratically between 7 and 12, and is 
now 94. Great Northern) and City Preferred keep at 8, and Great 
Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton are scarcely mentioned at their 
nominal price of 93. 

Traction issues display little variation. Dublin Uniteds are at 13 
and tbe Preference 154, London United Preference being 113. 
Potteries Debenture has been done at 1042, and a small inquiry for 
British Columbia Preferred Ordinary stock was not satisfied under 
94. Westinghouse Preference shares are a dull market at 5, 
middle, and the selling proceeds from the North, where possibly the 
trouble caused by the Lancashire stoppages has made it necessary 
for money to be realised. There is some suggestion, too, of a new 
Debenture issue, but the directors are hardly likely to appeal for 
fresh funds at a time like the present. 

In the Telegraph market business is confined to the trausaction of 
&few investment orders day by day. A little selling is noticeable 
here and there, the Auglo-American Telegraph group, for instance, 
having eased off, despite the satisfaction expressed in regard to the 
dividends announced the other day. The Eastern section continues 
to withstand the general slump with remarkable tenacity, the divi- 
dends telling here to no small extent. Eastern Extensions are 
down }, and that is the only change to chronicle. West African 
Telegraph shares have not moved upon the most recent intelligence 
as to the progress of the telegraph on the Gold Coast. Commercial 
Cable Debenture is 2 down, by reason of the collapse in American 
Rails. 

Three small declines in National Telephone stocks are ascribable 
to the general flabbiness of the markets. Both the Preferred and 
Deferred shed a point, and so did the 34 per cent. Debenture 
stock; but there has not been so much pressure to sell, and with other 
markets so demoralised, it is somewhat surprising that the specu- 
lative Telephone issues should have held their ground as well as 
they have done. 

In the Electricity Supply list, relapses of 5s. have occurred in 
London Electric Ordinary and Smithfield Ordinary, both being 
affected by the appearance of sellers. The shake-out round the 
House is leaving this market practically unscathed, and it is 
not difficult to sell sbares at a trifle over the lowest prices quoted 
by the Stock Exchange Official List. Herein is fresh testimony, 
were such needed, to the inherent strength of this department, for 
in days like these, when first-class securities are an unwonted drug 
in the market, the test as to public confidence can be applied by 
looking to prices at which shares can be disposed of. Metropolitan 
first Debenture stock is a trifle harder; the bother in Marylebone 
about raising the necessary money in satisfaction of the company’s 
award works rather in favour of shareholders, all things considered. 
The two Urban shares were quoted ex dividend on the Stock 
Exchange account day, September 30th. Kensington Debenture is 
down & trifle, and, in the miscellaneous list, the Debenture stock of 
the British Insulated Co., in receding a point, shows the only 
variation amongst the manufacturing investments quoted on the 
succeeding pages. 


Eastern Extension, Australasia and China Tele- 
graph Co.—The directors bave declared an interim dividend for 
the quarter ended June 30th last of 28. 6d. per share. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANTES. 


Closing Closing Business done 
зне NAMB, or | Dividends for the last E | week ended 
| Issue. е three years, pt. 28rd. 8 80th. Sept. н; 

1900. | 1901, | 1903. Highest Lowest 

67,100 AMD MM Tel ph, 4 96 De ee ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee oe 98 —103 98 —102 oe . 

25,000 Amason T остари 8 to 25, 000 ee ee ee 10 ee se ee 3 2. 84 ee ee 
119,700: Do. е 5 % Deba., Nos. 1 o 1,250 Red. es e 100 ee ee ee 70 — 80 70 — 80 ce 0 
788,840 | Anglo-American Telegra eu as - T .. | Stock | 8j 61s. 60/6 46 — 49 45 — 48 m os 

8,106,580 Do. do. do. 6 ' Pref, ad és ea Ве: .. | Stock 6 6% кы 91 — 98 91 — 98 921 9t 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. Deferred we vs d «is .. | Stock | бе. 2s. 1/- d- 7 8 74 т 
44, Chili Telephone, Мов. 1 to 44,000 ee ee ee es ee ee б 5 5 6 4 4 - 6% ee ae 
18, 888, 9006 | Commercial Cable өз .. | $100 8 8 8 150 —160 145 —155 m E 
1,841,909 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 & Deb, Stock Red. éo ‚‚ | Stock is EM е 98 — 96 90 — 98 94 92 
16,000 | Cuba Telegraph паи „ „ аш Uwe]. 10 4% | 4% | 6% 7— 8 7— 8 1 з 
b Do. ‚140% Pret. ee ee ee ee ee se ee s 4% 4% 4% 2 — 1 pa d ee ee 
Direct Spanish elegrap: ee е о ee ее ee ee ee ee oe 
6,000 Do. do. 10 % Cum. Pret, „ Ger. see 5 $ = 5 7— 8 7— 8 vi " 

80,000 Do. do. Debs. ee ee ee ee 80 oe ee oe 98 —103 % 98 —102 % es oe 

60,7101 | Direct United States ‘Cable 20 8196 8196 8196 101 — 102 103 — 103 101 108 

87,800 | Direct West India ‚бе 3 Bob., within Nos. 1 to 1,200, Red. 100 еа ie ке 98 —101 98 —1 ay "P 

4,000,000 | Eastein Telegraph, РР eG PR ie Stock 7 96 7 96 7 96 124 —199 194 —129 127 1954 
1,966,565 е f. Stock ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 90 — 98 90 — 98 91 90 
1,684,645 Do. ' e" Mox Deb. Stock Red. is .. | Stock БР ba ex 106 —109 —1 107 106 

800, Bastern Extension, 1 and China Telegraph — ..  ..| 10 71% | 19$ | 7% 12 — 14 113— 121 1 111 

- 820,000: Do. 4 % Deb. Stock к .. | Stock EM oe es 104 —107 104 —101 Е г 

800,000 Ed & вА AD Tele., 4% Mt. „Db, Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 | 100 i. ua d 99 —102 99 —1C2 n : 
200, 000% ah Debe. (Mauritius Bub.) 1 to 8,000 95 i ш . | 100 —108 % | 100 —108 % 
158 86 Globe йты and „ 10 54 | 1% Б В — Ri 

042 Do. do. of ce sé up m 10 $^. Ms 5 1243— 1 124 — 18 18, 12} 

150,000 | Great Northern Теепарһ o! o ` 10 15 % | 1596 | 19196 — ee 

62,5002 | { Halifax and Be % 196 Mort, Debs, Within Nos.) 100 " s L 99 —102 99 —102 id 

17,000 do-European Telegraph = b . „ 2 |10% |10% | 10% | 81 — 40 87 — 40 n " 
100,000 London Platino-Brasilian Teleg n6 % Debs | ee ee ee 100 ee eo ee 98 —103 98 —102 ee n 

1,988,888 | National Telephone, Pref. Btoc А sw „ә, o’ o| 100 5 b 96 6 100 —102 99 —101 . 1004 994 

1,066,667 Do. t . Def. Stock ee e ee ee se 100 e ee 44 76 A 78 15 — Tl 76 eo 
16,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. 18$ Pref. se ee ee ee ег 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 ee oe 
15,000 Do. do. 69 Cum. 2nd Pref. .. > жа 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 id e 

3,950,000 . do. 6% Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 250,000 .. . 6 5 5 5 5— bi 5— Б} 5 T 

000,000: Do. do. Deb. 8 А i A" .. | Stock Bà Bå 84 — 96 — 95 "T T 
600, Do. do. 4% Deb. Stook Red. . s 100 4 4 4 101 —108 101 —109 108 1024 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,504, fan d 1 6 6 6 — H 2 t] z zm 
100,000 | Pacific and European Fel, 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1 e SQ] 200 2 7 . —100 —10b oe 

11,899 Reuter's ae ee ee ee ee ee se se 8 5% 5% Y 64— 7% 6$— 7 oe 

63.000 United Ri» Cables 1 Teleph 1 1% | 79 | 73, p uar ир, E 

ver [-] one es ° ә. ee ee ee ee * 

40,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 ee 5 ee ee этә, 4- 5⁴ 5) oe se 

179,941 Do. до. 5 De e es ee es ee ee Btock ee ee es 104 —107 104 —107 ee ee 
West African Telegraph, Shares 10 os sa 2% 5 — 6 5— 6 ae va 

150,000} | West Coast of America, 4% Debe., 1 to 1,500 guar. by Bras. Sub, Tel. 100 .. ‚ zm 96 — 98 96 — 98 e. . 
961,980 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nos. on us 10 7% 1% ae 19 — 124 — 1% 18} 124 

76,0002 Do. i о. { Debe. Фа series, 1906 ee ee ee 100 se se ee 100 —108 100 —108 : oe es 
8821 а а ao. n Í raph Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 12 i% ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 е ee 

an anama ета ee eo oe ee ee ee ee E б ee 

84,568 Do. do. do. Cum. Ist Pref. ‘oe өө 10 ee ee es — б — ej ave è 

4,660 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. 2nd Pref. oe ee 10 ee ee ee 8)— 8) - 43 . . 

80,0001 Do, do, do, 5 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 ee 

ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. eo oe ee 10 . ec ee 8 — 4 8— 4 ee ee 
800, А до. 5 lat Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ө ee .. | Stock 5 oe 8 83 — 87 83 — 87 8 ss 
100,000 | British Electric Traction <a iis es ae 10; 9% 9% 8 96 1 18 1 18 12 123 
100,000 Do. do. н Cum. Pret. se PEN 10 a 5 es 114— 19 114 — 14 11 Ge 
600, Do. do. i Debenture Stock e «=e | Stock | .. is vs 199 —125 140 —1£8 128 123) 
100,000 | British Insulated and Helsby bathe ә es we 6 1596 |10% 10 ot 1 1 a is 
100,000 0 до 6%С um. Pret. ee ee ee ee b ee oe ee 51 = 53 У ee 

50, Do. ig i Ro Mort. Deb. Red.. е se ее ee 100 es e 2 ee 102 —106 108 —106 ee ee 

60,000 TBrowett, Lindley & Oo ee эө eae ee 21 8 Nil es Я it. A ee oe 

50, f Do. do. % Cum. Pre. .. .. .. «| 41 6 6 v 14/6 to 15/ 14/6 to 1 2а PS 
105,781 | Brush Electrical feng neering; t 1 to 106,781 as RA ws 9 5 N Nil й— | — if vs а 
288 Do. Non- cum. 6 Pret. ees ee ee 9 6 8 % 6 % 1 == 1 1 — 1 ee ee 

‚0004 Do. до, T Pe b. Stock . ee ee Stock ee oe oe 97 —100 97 —100 eo ee 
195, Do. Ф рер. ind Deb. Stock ee ео Воск ee se ee 8 — 85 — 90 ee ee 
85,000 | Callender's cab E E ares e a 5 16 20. % | 15% 114— 1: 114— p^ 5 й 
Do. 20 do. 5 % Cum . Pret, os 5 os ke ss of vi 
aie Do. do. үл Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red, .. | Stock | . E » 106 —110 106 —110 UR 
1,860,014 | Central ondes. Railway, Ord. 8 T ae "- Stock аа 4% 4 —100 94 — 97 963 
,098 Do. do. 4% Pref. PES. а So as .. | Stock ate 4% 4 99 —102 99 —102 m 
Md City rp th L do. LUE do. ee ee ee ee ee SE 11 { A p BE $ А 58р 
1,880, ап u ondon Wa s oe ee oe ee ee too = == 
Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 85,000 ee 8705 7% 5% 9 — 24 9 — 24 ee ee 

100,0001 Do. 5 Xn Mors, Reg. Debe, 1 to 900 ot 2100, and) | . " E .. | 100 —104 100 —104 102 m" 

99,961 | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, A ” shares, 48 paid 1 to 90,961 6 Nil 2% 0 — 0 — , > 

17,189 Do. do, light ar shares з ае i 5 i4 Nil В ц 1— m А 
844,028] Do. a ре» k Red. 100 ee ee ee 72 — Т 72 — 77 . ee 
100,0001 Do. соо р. di ok Prov. Certs. all d. 100 ee eo ve 77 — 82 56 — RI xd e. ow 
112,100 |Electric Construction, 1 to ы 1 r ae 9 6% | 6% | 6% Jm 14 là— lj ze T 

81,890 Do. do. 1 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,990 e a ЕР 9 > ee € 8 *á— 8 is 9 

825000 | Do. do. Perp. lst Mort. Deb, Stock .. ..| Btook| .. 2 e 98 —101 98 —101 i: 

25,000 | Genera! Eleotric Оо. ад ), 5 % Cum. Pret. E xs iv he 10 5% 5% 5% 94— 10 94— 10 - x 

» Do. о. Werks, 6 Deb. © we .. | Stock x р zs 97 —100 96 — 99 xd es бе 

85,000 ңе! (W, T.) Telegraph Works, Ord. ee as € 5 20 W% 20 $ 14 — 15 14 — 15 is Р 

85,000 do. A % Pret ee pe 6 43 ss ud — 53 5 — 51 ds А 

60,000 — Gutta-P na à Telegraph W. Deb. „ 10% |10% |10% 118— 19; 1155 — 1193 185 | .. 

a P, а ero a кыа er СЕЗ ее ге ee 
5500 vorpool er Railway, е „ eo ee ee ee ee Te ee ео 

10,000. t е до. Н Pref. 410 paid ee oe ee os 10 ee e. eo 10.— 103 10% — 11 ee ee 
87,850" | Telegra * Construction and Maintenance 19 174% | 0 % 20 % — 87 84 — 85 T 
150, 5 do. 4 * Deb. Bàs., "Nos. 1 $71,500 Red. 1909 100 ae Е 8 ee 100 —108 100 —108 ee . 
640,0001.. Waterloo OU RA, Ord. StAu о... se oo ee | 100 8% | 8% | 8% 94— 97 98 -- 96 M 


t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


1? Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


4 From Manchester Share Liss. 


LATEST PROCUBABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 


National Electric Free, Wiring {—3. | 
Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (September 3rd. 1903). 


* 


ance ^п and 3 Electric (£ аР ДУ „ Ord., а ibd t 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing Business done 
F тч NAMB, "| oF тва for the Quotations tions week ended 
Е Share. тоз. Sept. 28rd. Sept. 80th. | Sept. 90th, 1908, 
t 1900. | 1901. | 1902. hignest.| Lowest 
100,000 Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. епс Light, Ord.. . ae ec 1 ee ee ee Р; » X 
120.000 B а Kensington Electtis Li he Sup Ora 1009000 | 8 | ex | ва | e MOR 1 лы ms Ве 
А rompton ens n Elect ight Sup., 1 to T „ E 
BO | Charing Cross and Strand El e кч. 5 9% |10% 10 & : 191 E r A | ы 
э O88 z Fig ec 0 upp у oe = md os d 
70,000 is 5 do. % Gam um. Pre. ee 5 ee ee ee 6 6 Е | vm 
40,000 Do. do. “ Dur Undertaking " Саш, Pre vs 5 · as — s -6 : 5 A MSS 
pure *Chel 0, tri i 15 Deb. 8 ok Red. oe ee ee ee 100 ix, Я 4% 104 6 104 — 56, 105 | 104 
? sea ectricit Bur y: eo ee ee ee 5 4 4 е tt 
160,000: Го. 4 do. Deb. 8 tock Red. ee * oe eo Stock ч ee ee 108 —111 108 —111 1092 x 
70,595 | City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110, 806 s s 10 5 5% 5% 104— 11 103— 11 10g x 
40,000 Do. 8 Cum. Pret., 1 to 40,000 . oe oe ee 10 6 ee ee 13 = 14 18 ттт 14 1; i 183 
400,000 ро. 5 % Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. аё 115) а] раіа.. .. a és és ia 192 —197 199 —197 1:52 | 1234 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid .. — .. | 100 "m e .. | 102 —106 103 —105 AU anm 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4 96 4 96 4 96 7 2l i- at 8i .. 
90,000 ро. до. до. 6 % Prof., 40,001—60, 000. . 10 э» a ‘ie 11 1 11 — oe 
400,0002 Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock, Бех Certa. (all paid) Red ^ x 27% T 109 —112 109 —119 1 1 1081 
50,000 Edmundson’ s Electric Corporation, Ord. Shar „ [1 7965 | 7% 17% 9 7 -- 7 6 6n 
80,000 Do. 355 6 Cum. "Pret. . ee ee ee ee ee 63 6} ыкы n 
140,000 Do. 43% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock - 100 at is SU 107 —110 106 —109 - ps 
21,000 | Kensi n and Rnighiabridge Electric, о - b 19 966 | 1096 |10% 104— 114 103— 114 
90,000 do. 4 96 Debenture Stock e. Stock oe ee ee 103 —106 101 —104 xd ee oes 
110,000 | London Electric Шагы: Corporation, Limited, Ord. . У Y 28 s» vs 9 — 5 ] oe Tm 
49,840 Do. 8 do. 6 % Pre b oe ee ee bi— 54— 6 ae oe 
ку КЕЕ а ш Deb. воа вай 50 | ex | 6% "ik 1 1% | amiss ich de 
А etropolitan в Supply, 1 to ae es г 4 
220,000 Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ee ee ee oe d. 109 —113 110 —114 1124 ee 
950,000: Ix do. Mort. рез Stock Red ee oe Stock ee ee 97 —100 98 —101 xd 9 oe 
10,862 | Notting Hill Elestrio Lighting Я “> es ee 10 7 18 — 14 18 — 14 - А 
40,000 St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord X i s wa 5 144 144 T 15 — 16 153— 163 154 15 
20,000 Do. do. do. т 9 Pref. 90,081 to 40,080 b x 8— 9 8 — 84 ‘a 
150,000: Do. do. do. 84% Deb. Stock Red  .. 100 oe T 88 —101 98 —101 К 
19,000 Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ord. ao ee ee oe oo 6 ae ee = 8 8 cus * * 
65,000 South London [rcc ор Ord. ee oe oe °з ee b ae ee 1 4 — 4 оа чы 
80,000 Urban Electric Supply, oe ee oe oe oe 6 oe ee oo б — aoe xd ж» * 
80,000 Do. б % Oum. Pret. ee ee es ee ee b oe ee ee 5 — D 4 — 5 xd st | ee 
110,000 Westminster Electric ‘Supply, Ord. m 2s oe T os b 108% | 108% | 12 96 18 — 14 18 — 14 13% 
28,141 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. oe ee oo 5 өө 5 oe oe ee 6 — 64 6 — 64 ee | uid 
* Subject to Founders Shares. f Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. ; 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, September 30th. E 
= | — n1 ee "зе | Wess 
CHEMICALS, &o. cn m or D METALS, &o. (continued), Prise. Inc. or Dee. 
a Acid, Hydrochloric ee per cwt, 5/- es | g Copper Sheet oe * per ton £71 | T 
а „ Nitric.. T ва .. рег сиф, 22J- g „ Rod. , per ton £71 | - 
6 » Gxalc.. Kå ae .. per cwt. 82/- e " (Electrolytic) Bars .. per ton £67 
a „ Bulphurio .. - Se рег cwt. 5/6 e " » Sheets .. perton | £77 
а Ammoniac, Sal .. рег ewt. 42/- ee е * as Rod .. рег ton #69 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton | £83 10 | oa | | e ^ " H.C. Wire per Ib. Sad. 
a "e Ps .. per ton | £30 f Ebonite Rod ae per lb. | 3/8 | Je 
a Bleac hing powder 5 8 * .. рет ton #4 10 f » Sheet is T .. per lb. 8/- oe 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. per ton £15 * n German Silver Wire ow .. рег lb. 16 | .. 
а Borax. ә .. per ton £18 ae || h Gutta-percha fine .. * „ Der. 8/- .. 
a Benzole (90 %) . * .. per gal, | 7j- T h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 4/7} to 4/8 | dec. 
a js 60 90 %) .. Ws .. рег gal. 5/6 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets per ton £18 
a Copper Sulphate $5 72 .. рег ton £20 4 „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton | 45/ n3 
a Lead, Nitrate he és .. per ton £24 T | i , Forgings, ac Doang to size per ton From £11 | T 
a „ White Sugar PM .. per ton £81 | 88 | i ,, Scrap, heavy .. рег ton 47/6 to 50/- - 
a „ Peroxide ae T .. per ton £2" 10 í ,, Wire, galvanised N io. 8 .. per ton £9 15 es 
a Methylated Spirit . per gal. 2/6 : А 5 to5/-de 
a Naphtha, Solve nt (90% atico С). per gal. | 6/6 | g Lead, English Ingot -— .. per ton £11 5 | 2/6 105/- dec. 
& Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. g W Sheet * .. per ton #18 | — 
a Н Caustic (75/809). . .. per ton £24 m Manganin Wire No, W. .. per lb. 81 “+ 
а ‘a Bisulphate Es .. per ton £35 4 g Mercury + per bot. £8 76 - 
a Shellac * .. рег cwt, 180/- 13s. ine, d Mica (in original cases) small . per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 
a Sulphate of Magnesia .. .. per ton £4 10 | T | a uw » 7 medium per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. рег ton 46 10 (4 d „ large. per lb. 4/- to 7/9 - 
a " Recovered T .. рег ton £5 10 * р Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. lj- to 1/2 | = 
a és Lump .. per ton £5 se | p РА rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 ow 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 %) . per ton £10 15 vs p a0 Mops Men per Ib. From 1/2 | oe 
a „ Crystals а .. рег ton £3 АР 0 Platinum А рег 02. &4 | es 
a „ Richromate, casks. . .. per lb, 24d. ‘ p Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb. | 10d. tol/- | ee 
| i Steel, Magnet, acc'd'g todesc' p' n perton | £58 | oe 
METALS, &c. | | б 3 ii іп bars + | N- £40 | ^4 
5 8 to 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 g Tin, Block .. T oe .. рег ton | £119 } | £2 dec. 
b * Wire, in ton lots .. per ton £168 puho HUM xs T * .. per lb. 1/6 | - 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton £166 n ,, Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. .. per Ib. 1/6 | Id. дес 
p Babbitt’ smetalingots  .. per ton | £43 to £185 82 p White Anti-fr iction Metals— | | 
с Brass (rolled meta! 2” to 12”) basis per lb. 7d, 88 '" White Ant“ brand .. рег ton £42 to £65 - 
€ „ Tube (brazed) 965 .. per lb. Sid * j Yarns, 2/108 Grey Cotton, on sp "18 per lb. 8d. | os 
е 15 » (solid drawn).. .. per lb, 74d. 12 | j „ 6 lea. Flax. .. per lb 58а. | — 
e „ Wire, basis.. M % per 15. Tid. j „ 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. 4 M. | ee 
с Copper Tubes (brazed) .. .. per lb. 9d. j & 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 4&d. | - 
с „ (solid drawn) .. рег lb. 9rd. j „ 1080 lbs. Jute rove per ton #11 | - 
g Coppe r Bars (best selected .. рег ton £71 k Zinc, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ten £245 | ve 
quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G, Boor & Co.; b The British. Aluminium Gu., Luw., c ‘Lhos. Bolton & Sons. Lta.; d F. W iggins & Sons. ; t Frederick 


Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G. P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare; h Edward Jill & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley &nd 
0., Ltd.; k Morris РАШ, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; п P. Ormiston & Sons; о e ne & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd. 


— — — 


ELECTRIC ‘TRAMWAY AND "RAILWAY ‘TRAFFIC “RECEIPTS. 


à Week | Receipts for | Miles | "25 | Week Receipts for | Miles 
Locality. | ending | the week. | Total to date. | open. Locality. ending the week. É Total to date. open. 
£ &£* £ £" M 1 | ^ ^ ^ &* bI 
Aberdeen ә .. | Sep. 26 1,248 + 252 22,424 + 2,064 10:1. == 2 (South Staffordshire. Sep.18 961 +270 | 33,446 + 4,660 -1 
Birmingham * "э ӨӨ. 1'.5,680 +227 | 197,745 | + 8,666 — | — — c Swansea * ife js 5» 18 542 + | 19,622 | + 1,6523 | — 
Bournemouth * aia а VB 1,193 — : — 104 — € CO Taunton . = * 2» A8 19 |— 9 2,817 — 221 +l 
Blackburn .. oe ee 124 | +1} ы - Tynemouth - » 18 844 | — 80 | 12,306, + 933! — 
Blackpool . 1 241 1.500 116 | 32,170 275 8& — 8 = DW eston -Buper - Mare. . 220 + 21 5,028 | — . 487 +24 
Blackpool and Bisaiwood | 540 904 109 17,218 218 71 — E Aw olverhampton Dist. a A 485 +119 | 14,746 + 7,034 1 +8 
Bolton ^ ‘6 Ру и 184 +188 | 49,302 | + 6,499 95 & Wrexham . 135 — | 8,618 — — — 
Bradfcrd .. ета Aug. 23 4,267 +579 81,276 | +13,000 | 41 +4 do | Yorks. W oollen Dist. „ 18 477 — 10,750 -- 6 — 
Brighton .. oe .. | Bep. 27 990 13 | £9,191 — 64 — В | Cardiff А „ 26 2004 +593 | 52,260 | 715,5 | 14 * 
Bristol y РГ acd tay ae БА 4 217 — — 2H — "В | Chatham & "District Co. мо. M 617 + 22 | 20,511 | +12,703 853 — 
Burnley. oe „© 26 948 4 287 — — 71 — & Dover T T е. 5p 35 254 + 1 8.8438 + ө 3 |— 
( Barnsley District * m 18 179 6,791 — 4$ | — z Dublin р ч 7 „ 925 5,084 +179 | 71,600 | + 6,452 | 464 + 1 
| Devonport 6. 129 4 54 16.884 4 175 5 — E East Ham .. * T UN. 729 +140 18,217 + 5,927 5 + і 
Dudley— Stourbridge.. ae tt R74 + 67 31,440 | + R,078 184 — o |Glasgow  .. Кл е: „ 26 | 14,634 71552 | 230,687 725, 10 66 7 
© Gateshead » 18 889 8 2,874 | + 4610 104 2 8 Hull .. * 86 $5 „ 26 | 1,911 +192 | 47,709 | + 2,347, 11 +1 
O Gravesend- North fleet „ 18 78 + 73 9.028 712 3 — 5 | Ilkeston 8 р F s» 29 188 — — — 4 — 
9 Greenock—Pt. Glasgow „ 18 692 130 20,615 + 1,586 7% ри Isie of Thanet... д: a 26 | 862 109 | 28,920 | — 1,864 | 104 | — 
Ё Hartlepool Ve à | iy 18 201 E 9 10,193 | + 110 63 +9 3 | Leeds 3 Ds "m * а 5,740 +473 | 147,943 | + 8,007 | 41 
. Kidderminster .. n 18 | 1:2 1 1,952 | + 182 44 ЕЁ Liverpool. và $^ „ 19 10,440 +180 | 381,517 | 11,943 |. 108 
© Merthyr .. * ae » 18 205 HF 7 7,429 | — 22| 8 Manchester : А „ 26 | 12,611 |+ 6835 | 808,738 7 191,687 72 | — 
-: Middleton FCD 132 | + 64 | 12,374 | + 1,600, 83 — | & Newcastle .. * e| „ 26 8.54 | 4581 — — 17 — 
Oldham Achton T "TD 556 81 21,50 | + 1,477 В — £ | Portsmouth a's * » 26 | 1,951 + 106 — — 39 | — 
= Peterborough ..  ..| „ 18 I9 - 5,555 |а B Salford ..  .. Aug. 24 | 9,856 |+1185 | 79,469, 4924,708| 90 | — 
= Poole ss av < „ 18 365 + 38 11,661 + 1,757 8 — © Southampton ae „.| Sep. 17 1,000 | — 48| — — | 9 i— 
m Potteries je * и 18| 1,677 j 8,175 + 3,024 | Re | — .  Bunderland „ 27| 1,226 | + 88 | 83,949 | + 1,664 90 +8 
Rothesay.. se oo | gs 18 178 15 0,172 | + 1,¢05| 23 | — Central London Railway „ 26 6.188 | —511 | 78,468 — 3,483) 8 i= 
Sheerness - oc | уу 16 76 — 2,298 — 29 | — City and 8. London Ry. „ 27 9.642 | —886 32,030 | — 4,213 | d — 
L Southport a» 50 w 18 888 | + 92 | 12,080 | + 2,152 62 | — Dublin and Lucan Віту. „ 27| 188 | + 26 1,999 | + 109 | | = 
i | | Liverpool Overhead Ry. ,, 27| 1,709 | +287 92'306 | + 1.501 6 | — 
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LONDON ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
STATISTICS. 


Js the new volume of London statistics which the London County 
Council have just iseued, some interesting figures are given relative 
to the loans raised by the London County Council and the various 
Metropolitan Borough Councils for electric lighting purposes. It 
sppears that in 1900-1 the Metropolitan Borough Councils raised 
tne sum of £563,512, and that during the same period the London 
County Council raised the sum of £13,503. The total loans raised 
from April 1st, 1884, to March 31st, 1901, amounted to £1,698,210 
inthe case of the Metropolita: Borough Councils and their pre- 
decesors, and only £15 696 in the case of the London County 
Council. The outstanding loans on March 31st, 1901, were 
£1645 803 in the case of the Metropolitan Borough Councils and 
£13,698 in the case of the London County Council. 

In one of the tables the last column does not always represent the 
differences between the two preceding columns, because the adjust- 
ments in respect of interest on investments and exceptional expenses 
bave been included. 

Another condition which it is considered must affect the working 
ofan undertaking is the running of a dust destructor in conneo- 
tion with it. 'Tnis is the case with the undertakings of five local 
authorities, viz., Bermondsey, Falham, Hackney, Shoreditch and 
Stepney. Different systems seem to be followed by these authori- 
ties in adjusting their accounts. In Falham, for instance, the 
maintenance expenditure in respect of the destructor is inoluded 
witb, and is inseparable from, the other expenditure on generation of 
current, while an amount is credited to tbe accounte from the cart- 
aze department for destroying refuse. In Shoreditch the net cost 
of maintenance of the destructor is debited in the electricity 
accounts under the heading of fuel {ог the generation of current. A 
similar method is followed in Stepney, where a charge is made for 
steam from the destructor. 


Тнв Вовогон COUNCILS AND THER Price Per UNIT. 


Some interesting figures are given showing that the average 
prices obtained for the supply of current are generally lower in the 
сме of local authorities than in the case of companies. In the 
following table the various undertakings sre set out in the order 
of lowest price obtained for private supply. Only such uadertak- 
ings have been taken as have completed one full year’s working:— 
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RECENT STEAM TURBINE DEVELOP - 
MENTS.* 


Bx W. L. R. EMMET. 


(Concluded from poge 523.) 


In our newer macbines we are providing a heavy stationary collar 
below the lowest wheel, which can be used to support the wheels 
in case the step bearing is removed, and would serve asa brake 
to bring the machine to rest in case the step bearing should cut 
enough to allow the wheels to settle to a dangerous degree. Our 
experience has been that there is very little tendency to settlement 
of the shaft in case of such cutting, and this latter function of the 
collar will presumably seldom be called into requisition. 

The oii for step bearings, and aleo for the upper bearings of 
machines, is delivered by a small electrically-driven pump, which 


operates continuously from the exciter circuit. In most of the large 


plants where we are installing turbines we have recommended in 
addition to these electrical pumps a weighted accumulator, with 
steam pump arranged to keep it full automatically. This accumn- 
lator, with ite steam pump, affords an automatic reserve for the 
lubricating system. Its capacity is such that there would be ample 
time to shut down the units even if everything in the station should 
be stopped by the bursting of a boiler or steam pipe. 

The 6,000-xw. machine in Chicago is the second of our vertical 
shaft turbines to be put into operation. The first machine of this 
type was one of 500. Kw. capacity, installed by the Newport and 
Fall River Street Railway Co. This machine bas been in 
daily operation since lust June. During all this time its daily 
operation has been indispensable to the service of the plant, and 
there have only been two or three interruptions of & few minutes 
each which could be charged to ite defects. It has, however, 
developed some minor itroubles which have been the cause of some 
annoyance, and it bas been very difficult to correct these owing to 
the almost continuous operation cf the machine. With new types of 
machinery, which have to be put 1n service without any period of 
experimenting, some such difficulties and delays can hardly be 
avoided. | 

The only serious troubles at Newport have been with parts of 
governor and with valves which have given out owing to over- 
straining of springe or other mecbanical causes which are easily 
corrected. These troubles have occurred as the result of continued 
service, and are being rectified as rapidly as it has been possible 
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Ave rage price per unit 1 
"obtained. pire Excess of | Interest or 8 le for 
Local authority or company. cler da lighting to | expenditure per dividends paid capital er 
Private Publio total unit sold. per unit sold. depreciation 
supply. lighting. supply. per unis sold. 
d. per cent. d. d d 
Stepney Borough Council 905 -2nd 273 1°62! 28 124 70 54 
Shoreditch Borovgh Council $us 5th 3°09 246: сс 25 65 47 29 
Poplar Borough Council - T 186 3 44 3`44!(а 43 1:49 110 39 
ersmith Borough Council si 5th 375 1°98 (b) 22 144 78 66 
County of London Co.— Northern dis- 
іса (f) Seat” uisu, a. Sabi iss 4th 377 pes - 2°17 (o) 2 75 (c) — 27 (c) 
8. Panciss Borough Council ... si 10th 3 94 2:45 (b) 24 130 71 
Charing Cross and Strand Supply Cor- 
poration— West End undertaking ... 10th 4 00 1 99 4 1°85 1 58 oo "59 
Southwark Borough Council ... oe 3rd 4:06 2°90 32 '63 "92 — 44 
St. James and Pall Mall Co. ... - J3th 421 2 45 2 2˙u¹ 1 69 57 
Haxpatead Borough Council ... сев 7th 433 234 9 1°66 ‘80 86 
City of LonaonjOo.  ... v ie 10th 4 52 2 15 (d) 12 11 1°68 46 
London Supply Corporation 16th 4 55 m l7L 1'41 'du 
Kensington Co. ... m e oe 15th 465 is 200 1°35 47 
Westminster Supply Corporation ... 11th 4°66 1:93 (e) 2°43 1°81 63 
. Crystal Palace District ко Р 9th 475 sie "46 194 — 144 
‚ South London Supply Corporation |. 2nd 475 is 43 .. 57 
* Metropolitan Co. RR sc ORA, as 12th 492 1:95 (e) 1:99 à od 20 
| Blackheath and Greenwich! Co. 2nd 4'96 iia 144 2°64 1:08 
, Mele Co. .. .. lath 507 "m 281 2:02 52 
, Woolwich District Co 8th 5118 M М 2:26 1:93 '33 
Islington Borough Council 6th 516 2 98 (b) :3 1 83 118 ) > “65 
. Brompton and Kensington Co. | 18th 554 8 M b 3:42 208 "134 
Nowing Hill Oo.. . . 116 3:571, % " 2:67 2:28 43 
. County of London Co.—Southern dis- Eds © 
triets (f) Ge айг. Му. ux Stb 5 77 ju 2:17 (c) 2°75 (c) — 27 (с) 
Averages for local authorities. =“ 387 26 131 78 F4 
" n Companies - sis P 4°58 ЕР 2°15 1:831 44 


1 — ͤ V jß§ß§5—ÆL—2.. . ———— 
(a) Poplar.— Including capital charges in respect of incandescent street lighting. 
(b) Hammersmith, st. Pancras and Islington. – Including capital charges in resect of public lamps. 
(с) County of London Co.—The figures for the Northern and Southern dist) icte « annot be separat d. 
(a) City of London.—Including maintenance of publio lamps. 


(e) Proportion not availiable, 


(7) Couaty of London Co.—Average price obtained per unit over whole area of private supply, 4°47d. 


Littlehampton.—At a meeting of the Council, Mr. 


А Alwyn, formeriy connected with the B. K. T. Oo., attended and laid 


lote the members his views on electric lighting. Mr. Alwyn took 

this Мер with a е the Council were 

' Prepared to support in apply а prov. order to su 
і electric light for the district, "T 


| 


to analyse their ciues ап 1 apply suitable ren e 11es. Necthing has 
happened which su, geste the possibility of а , егіооз difficulty, aud 
it can be safety p.edictsd tuat a condition wiil very soon be 


* A laper read at the Saratoga meting of the American Street 
Railway Associ: tion. 
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reached in which the turbine can operate for an indefinite period 
with a very small expense for care and renewals. 

Our machine at Newport has been tested, and has shown results 
decidedly better than the reported tests of steam turbines of other 
makes; but the conditions have been such that we have reasons to 
believe that decidedly better results can be produced with alight 
changes in nozzles and adjustments of pressure. Up to the present 
time we have not been able to experiment with this machine or 
properly analyse its performance owing to the almost constant 
requirements of service. We are, however, installing a second 
machine at Newport, and very soon expect to make a proper analysis 
of Ив performances and to bring both machines to a representative 
condition. All the experience which we can gain with these early 
experiments iw of course, available for the prevention of similar 
troubles and mistakes in other plants. 

One important matter in connection with the introduction of ‘our 
turbines has been the establishment of proper condensing facilities 
in order that the great benefits of high vacuum might be realised to 
the greatest possible extent. In turbines which we have tested the 
steam consumption has been reduced from 6 to 7 per cent. for every 
additional inch of vacuum above 25 in. Such a reduction is, of 
course, very important, and ijustifies large expenditure upon con- 
densing apparatus. The fact that the turbine may be better than a 
condensing engine with equal vacuum must not be considered a 
reason for assuming tbat a condenser which is good enough for the 
engine is also good enough for the turbine. The selection of con- 
densing facilities should be governed by the economic possibilities. 

We have recently designed for some of our large new turbines, 
surface condensers which themselves constitute the base and 
supporting structure of the machine. These condensers are of very 
ample cooling surface and are so arranged that tbe maximum degree 
of vacuum is obtainable with a given amount of water. One feature 
of our turbine which is very advantageous in obtaining a high 
vacuum is that it can be easily so arranged that the air leakage is 
reduced to sero. The two points where the shaft passes through the 
casing are fitted with packings which are kept sealed by steam. 
Another advantage is tbat there is no oil in the steam and con- 
sequently that the exterior of condenser tubes is kept perfectly 
clean. Several turbines with condenser bases are now being built, 
and it is probable that there will be a large production of machines 
of this type. 

I have mentioned above that no oil comes in contact with the 
steam in these turbines, and I need hardly call attention to the 
great importance of this fact. The condensed water can be delivered 
directly back to the boilers and all possibility of trouble in boilers 
from oil, dirt or scale is eliminated. Even in plante where feed 
water is good and cheap, this constitutes a great advantage since a 
considerable amount of heat is saved by using the condensed steam 
on account of its higher temperature. There is, however, no such 
thing as perfectly pure and clean natural water, and there are 
few boilers that in their average working condition are perfectly 
clean. Cleanliness in boilers improves circulation and evaporation, 
pie life and constitutes, therefore, a very distinct and definite 

vantage. 

The designs of these first machines started at Chicago and New- 
port are now about two years old. They were entered into upon 
the basis of a very limited experience with the turbine, and nothing 
to guide us other than the theoretical possibilities which previous 
teste had demonstrated. The period which has elapsed since the 
conception of these designs has been occupied in a battle with the 
innumerable difficulties attendant upon the production on a very 
large scale of radically new devices. When we became convinced 
of the practicability and the advantages of our designs, we deter- 
mined that the possibilities could only be developed quickly through 
production on a large scale and by a concentration of force upon 
the work. We consequently decided upon guarantees which we felt 
certain of fulfilment and upon prices which would be attractive to 
our customers, and have taken a large number of orders for machines 
of several sizes. We now have on our books contracte aggregating 
more than 200,000 xw. in steam turbine generating units. A 
large proportion of these machines are now either finished or 
well under way. | 

This immenee production has been introduced at а time when our 
regular manufacturing facilities are strained to the utmost and 
when the difficulty of obtaining or sparing good men is very great. 
The trials and difficulties of such an undertaking are hard to 
describe. A vast amount of very expensive special machinery has 
had to be designed and built, and almost every step has required 
thought and experimenting. In such new work the average man 
cannot be made to advance with the same confidence that he does 
on established lines. He presupposes the possibility of difficulty or 
failure, and is constantly being brought to a halt and making 
mistakes that he would not make under different circumstances. 
Important processes are handled carelessly, and unimportant 
ones are unduly deliberated over. The strain is inceasant and 
an 3 of faith is required by those who would direct such 
work. 

As the work of developing these designs has advanced, experience 
has shown the possibility. of better and simpler methods, and the 
steady continuance of experimenta has extended our knowledge of 
the theoretical possibilities. Consequently, new designs have been 
proposed and developed, and we now have in production a large 
number of machines which we consider greatly superior to those 
which are now being p into service. This process of experi- 
mental development will continue, and the production and test of 
each new machine will extend our knowledge and make possible 
further advances. 

Our machines at Newport and Chicago and other machines of 
about the same date are of what we call the “two-stage” type. 
The Newport machine has two compartments with three rows of 
moving buckets in each compartment, and the Chicago machine 


\ 


has two compartments with four rows of moving buckets in each 
compartment. Our later large condensing machines have four 
stages or compartments with two rows of moving buckets in each. 
All the details of their design have been worked out in such a 
manrer that their construction is greatly simplified, and the steam 
economy will presumably be much increased. | 

Thus, such successes as we may accomplish in the future will be 
the result of the large experience which responsibility for our 
existing work has entailed. We have been through long trials and 
have combated many predictions of failure, but the facts seem to 
indicate that we have succeeded and to promise that we will in 
future accomplish greater successes. 


Discussi0n.® 


Mr. Emmet’s paper lead to a lengthy discussion, in which pert 
was taken by Vice-President Ely and Messrs. John I. Beggs, C. O. 
Mailloux, Е. G. Connette, J. G. White and the author. Mr. Beggs 
said hetis very hopeful that the prediction of the General Electric Co. 
that steam turbines will come into general nse will be fulfilled. On 
the other hand, some of the best engineers in the country have 
expressed to him their doubts on the subject. At present there is 
nothing to do except to await the curves and tests which Mr. 
Emmet says are going to be made. He asked if there is not a new 
powerlooming up which may as far surpass the steam turbine as 
that machine surpasses the reciprocating engine, во far as economy 
goes—namely, the gas engine. If the predictions made for the gas 
engine, using either illuminating gas, producer gas or gas now pro- 
duced as a bye-product, are to be relied upon, it appears that the 
present cost of the kilowatt-hour may be cut in two and possibly 
reduced two-thirds, no matter how high the economy of the present 
steam plant. He said that a large engine building con in 
America has recently acquired the right to build there the Ht 
gas engine, and that a 3,000-н.р. engine of this type will be instal 
at the St. Louis Exposition direct-connected to a 2,000-xw. 
generator. In the north-west, screenings now cost $3:50 а ton, which 
four years ago cost only $1°70, so that the importance of bringing 
down the cost of producing steam is of the greatest moment. Mr. 
Beggs said that at present a steam turbine unit, such as Mr. Emmet 
describes, including tbe generator, can be purchased for about the 
cost of the corresponding reciprocating engine, and he remarked 
that he does not think he is divulging a secret when he states that 
the Westinghouse unit employing the Parsons steam turbine can also 
be bought at the cost of the reciprocating engine of equal capacity. 
Owing to the slower speed of the reciprocating engine, the cost of 
the accompanying generator becomes one-half that of the engine 
itself, and tbat this amount is saved in the turbine is important. 
An element that comes up in the question of the use of gas engines 
is the greatly-increased cost of the engine itself, and it isa question 
of commercial calculation whether this will be compensated for in 
reduced cost of producing power. 

Mr. Ely referred to the fact that in the new plant of the Lacka- 
wanna Steel Co., at Buffalo, N.Y., the gases from the stacks of 
the blast furnaces and the ovens are washed and used as fuel, enough 
fuel being thus supplied for an installation of 40,000 H.P. of gas 
engines. Most of the units are of 2,000 н.Р. The engineer in charge 
isa Russian, and Mr. Ely added that in the matter of gas engines, 
their manufacture and use, Americans were far behind Europe. 
Mr. Beggs mentioned a case in the west where a large manufacturing 
establishment is building 80 ovens for the production of coke, and 
it is probable that the waste gases will be utilised in generating 
power. Mr. E. G. Connette suggested that since the gas engine 
question is a very interesting one it sbould be made a topic for 
discussion at the next meeting of the Association. Mr. Connette 
pointed out that 10 years ago at the Milwaukee meeting of the 
Association he predicted in a paper that the steam turbine would 
finally supplant the reciprocating engine. 

Mr. Mailloux said that if gas is obtained at a cost which is below 
20 cents per cb. ft. the gas engine will be at least as economical 
as the steam turbine, especially where coal is relatively high; but 
when a producer is required to make gas the situation is quite 
different. He referred to a case of a plant of 15,000 xw. for which 
he received estimates for a gas engine plant and also for a steam 
turbine plant. In the gas engine system the largest unit was about 
2,000 H.P., and consequently it would be necessary to have some- 
thing like 10 units; this would involve а larger building and а 
larger maintenance account owing to the greater number of units, 
and since the gas engine is not a simple device its coet of mainten- 
ance would not be small. He also found that to get the economy 
promised he would bave to go into the chemical business; in other 
words, handle certain chemical bye-products; he was told that by 
tbe installation of a 3,000-x w. plant there would be something like 
$50,000 a year recovered in the form of chemical bye-producta. The 
principal objection was that an initial outlay of over $1,000,000 was 
required, and in that particular case instead of coming out $100,000 
ahead, as against the steam turbine, he would be nearly that much 
behind yearly. 

Mr. Mailloux cited another case of a pumping plant in Mexioo, 
where coal is $15 a ton delivered on a mountain 700 miles from the 
nearest coal mine. He found in that case that a gas engine operated 
with producer gas was better than a steam turbine, and would pay 
for itself in something like three or four years. He investigated a 
case in Arizona where power was to be used in lighting and trac- 
tion, and be found that the cost was more nearly even, the company 
being one producing gas as well as electricity. After a careful 
investigation the steam turbine was adopted. A farther investiga- 
tion has shown that in the present state of manufacture the 
cost per kilowatt of the gas engine outfit is at least twice that 
of the steam turbine outfit. He has had a station operating at 
Newport, RI., under his direction for a year, which has been run- 
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ning one steam turbine unit for a year, and for the last 
five or six months running two unita of 400-xw. each. The results 
have been so satisfactory that recently an order bas been placed for 
two turbine units of 3,000-kw. each. The cost of the latter is under 
$28 per xw., not including the piping or condenser. Mr. Mailloux 
considers one of the great points in the steam turbine is that it 
enables the station equipment to be greatly simplified, not only in 
‚ detail, but also in those things which eventually tell in maintenance. 
There are fewer and no adjusting parts. A feature of the 
steam turbine of the greatest utility is its ability to use high super- 
heat, there being no practical limit to the amount of superheat that 
may be used. A turbine using steam at a pressure of 150lbs. and 
superheat up to 600° gives as good economy as the ordinary engine 
with perhaps 175 Ibs. or 180 Ibs. preseure, using fuel economisers. 
The cost of the station is less, the expense of running mucn less, 
and the cost of producing power much reduced. Mr. Mailloux 
said tha$ the only drawback thus far brought to his attention in 
connection with the steam turbine is the fact that it is not 
economical without condensation, and, in fact, requires a very 
good vacuum. Не has had some difficulty in obtaining a satis- 
factory vacuum, but has no doubt that, after some slight changes 
which he contemplates, the difficulty will be overcome. He feels 
sure that the condensing outfit for the turbine requires much 
more care and greater first cost, perhaps $3 or $4 per horse- 


power. ; 

Мт. J. G White said that he agrees in the necessity of a high 
vacuum and high steam pressure with the steam turbine, and also 
on the advantage of reduced space and saving in initial investment 
and in oil and other supplies. However, what is needed to be known 
is, how the steam turbine can be depended upon as to reliability. Can 
we instal steam turbines to-day and be certain that they will start 
off without serious interruption, or at least, that, after a few weeks 
of operation, they can be depended upon to take up tbe regular load 
and carry it day after day ? He said he understood that in Newport 
there are two turbines in operation, and that the original one, wbich 
gavo considerable trouble, is now said to be down to a regular work- 
ing basis, and that tbe second unit is in operation and running 
satisfactorily. He wished to ask how many stoppages there had 
been during tbe past 60 days, or during some definite period, in 
connection with this plaat. | 

Ia reply, Mr. Emmet said that they had had experience in 
Schenectady with а 600 Kw. turbine of the earlier type, and a vertical 
shaft turbine, which is the newest type at Newport. The Schenectady 
machine has been in service two years, and has been running almost 
continuously without any trouble of any kind. The machine located 
at Newport has carried its load continuously, and of the troubles 
experienced practically none interrupted the service. A record has 
also been kept of all stoppages, and setvice was only interrupted 
three times between June and September, the longest stoppage 
being less than 20 minutes. These were caused by a certain amount 
oftrouble in the valves, wbich had to be corrected from time to 
time. If the Newport machine, as it stands now in its present 
condition, were improved and simply maintained by the renewal of 
the valve parts as they give out, it could be kept up and run at a small 
fraction of what it would cost to maintain a reciprocating engine 
of equal capacity. As to comparing gas ongines and steam turbines, 
Mr. Emmet agreed with Mr. Mailloux that it is purely a question 
of cost of fuel as relates to the turbine in its present state of develop- 
ment. The calculated fuel economy of the gas engine in its best state 
ef perfection is greater than that of any steam engine heretofore 
produced; but the very highest results obtained so far with the steam 
engine in the matter of fuel economy are not far below the results 
o^tained from gas engiues, The very best result from the gas engine 
sow a thermal efficiency of 32 per cent. while the best result 
produced with highly superheated steam under favourable con- 
ditions in the steam turbine is something like 23 or 24 per cent. 


Bnt gas engines operated on a commercial basis run nearly to 26 or - 


27 per cent., which figures are not much in advance of the best 
steam turbine performances. Furthermore, ss pointed out by Mr. 
Mailloux, the gas engine costs probably twice as much as the 
steam turbine unit, and if the latter is credited with the simplifica- 
tions surrounding it, the difference is much greater. The steam 
turbine needs no heavy foundation, and the ideal turbine plant will 
be far removed from the city, laid out on the lines of a coal yard, 
snd an expensive building will not be required. On this basis the 
difference in cost will be greater than Mr. Maillovx has stated; 
and even if we capitalise the difference in fuel consumption 
between the two engines, the amount will not cover the difference 
in first cost. 

Mr. Emmet said the steam turbine as it will be six months 
hence can be operated by a child indefinitely, virtually without 
maintenance. The wear and deterioration is nothing, and the 
whole plant can be reduced to an ideal condition of simplification. 
On the other hand, a producer gas engine plant involves an 
immense maintenance cost, and the maintenance of the engines 
will be twice that of steam engines, being twice as complicated, 
and less capable of perfect lubrication. If coal continues to 
increase in cost, and gas engines are improved at the same rate that 
the turbine bas been improved, the time will come when fuel 
economy will be the only consideration, and gas engines will come 
into more extensive use. Mr. Emmet thinks, however, that the 
introduction of the steam turbine is certain to give the gas engine a 
long set-back. | 

Mr. Beggs said that only eleven months ago the quoted cost of 
the steam tarbine unit wasdouble whatit really is to-day. This reduc- 
tion has obviously been brought about by competition between the 
‚ builders who have acquired the right to construct steam turbines in 
America. As to the gas engine, they in the States were in the 
same position that they were in three years ago with r to the 
stoam turbine—they scarcely knew anything about it. As to the 
size of unite, even the builders of the steam turbine to-day question 


whether it is not more economical and more advisable to instal 
unite of 2,000 xw. capacity than units of 5,000 xw. 

Referring to the Newport plant, Mr. Mailloux said that the first 
400-k w. unit was ready early last winter, and owing to a burn-out 
in one of the old units carrying the load, the turbine was pressed 
into service even though the packing had not been finished. It has 
not been stopped except during periods of light load, and then in 
order to complete the piping and adjustment of the unit. Little 
difficulty has been experienced in paralleling the two units; there 
was at first a slight hunting or some disturbance due to imperfect 
belting, which has been remedied. At first the attendants kept 
close watch of the unit, but they have now become so accustomed 
to the machine that it is left to take care of itself. 
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ON SINGLE-PHASE REPULSION MOTORS. 
By Үпллам Овлмр, A. M. I. E. E. 
(Read before Section G, September 16141.) 


(Concluded from page 462.) 


Passina on to the «quations for current, we bave, upon closing the 
circuit when one side of the coil is just coming into the field, a 
current made up of two terms— (a) the exponential term, (B) the 
ordinary sine wave. The term (4), which may usually be neglected in 
other alternating current apparatus, is often, in tbe case of the 
repulsion motor, of great importance. It is extremely difficult 
to show the value of this term in any phase diagram, but 
its general effect is to shift the rotor current slightly forward 
iu phase, and to cause the torque of the rotor to sink to zero 
at a lower speed. The cases in which it is of greatest import- 
ance are those of the type of fig. 2, in which the number 
of turns per coil is large. I found its effects to be very 


Fic. 44. 


strongly marked in the first two motors I made; but I do not 
anticipate that in future designs ite effect will be so marked, for two 
reasons ; first, because I now aim at few turns per rotor coil; and, 
secondly, because I use a greater number of commutator segmente. 
Ooming now to term (в), I think it is easier to consider the action 


. of the motor from the standpoint of the Heyland diagram. Fig. 5 


is a diagram showing the value and phase relationship of the 
various magnetic and electric quantities of a repulsion motor, and is 
drawn to scale in the way now common for induction motors and 
transformers. The lines represent, therefore, either instantaneous 
maximum values or roct-mean-equare values (according to the 
scale), and it is assumed that tbe useful flux crossing the air gap at 
a point, such as 4 (fig. 44), is constant: a state of affairs not found 
in motors run at constant voltage. It is, however, necessary to 
consider this case first. In fig. 5, then, let o F represent to scale 
the number of useful magnetic lines which pass throvgh the pole of 
the stator marked N in fig. 44. 

Now, we may resolve the field of о r in two directions in space 
viz., along the line of the brushes aud at right angles thereto. FD 
and p o will represent these components, tbe point p lying upon a 
semi-circle, as shown. The angle D F o is that corresponding to à 
in fig. 44. Dr now represents the field which vibrates through the 
rotor coil, and p m, at right angles proportional to it, must 
represent in (ime the E. M. F. generated in the rotor coils. . 
(It is better to keep time and space separate by arranging all quan- 
tities in phase in time in one plane. Thus р m would be drawn 
in a plane at right angles to that containing D r o, as is done in the 
author's model.) The E.M.F., p z, may be resolved into two com- 
ponents at right angles in time ра, d E. Of these two, G D is 

portional to the c & drop in the rotor coil, and hence to scale 
with constant rotor resistance) represents the magnitude and phase 
of the rotor current. d E represents that component of the rotor 
current tending to demagnetise the stator. e angle, pa is the 
angle of lag of the secondary or rotor current. As фз increases, the 
rotor ов drop р а decreases, and the rotor demagnetising com- 
ponent increases till в о = X D, wben the rotor current is zero and 
the field ғ р is balanced. Now, since р в is proportional to D F, 
it may be drawn of the same length. Then the semi-circle, р a x, 
may be applied to the line, р >, so that x falls on r, and во 
becomes FG’, and shows the way in which р r becomes gradually 
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balanced. ‘The ‘angle di р ғ then = G DE = . Now, the'‘com- 
nonent of ° а in pbase with D ғ or D o is the projaction of D с оп 
DF = рс = DG sin 4, This component multiplied by р o is 
proportional to the torque ofzithe motor —i. e, ће torqu) varies aa 
the area of the triangle, р c o. ^? — | 
We have rotor current & D G & D E cos фу; 
DE« PF =OFCOSOFD = OF COSA 
DO = Fo'sin); 
DO = DG SiN фз. 
Hence torque at starting = DO X DO; 
D E sin $4 COB 94 X OF Bin A; 
F. o. sin фз cos ¢ sin А оов ^; 


which is a maximum when { bing А z a ya 


= odis, when 

235 

and ¢, = 45 degrees. 

Now, o « primary voltage (nearly). Hence the starting torque 
is proportional to o r?—1 e., to the square of the primary voltage. 

These are tbe starting conditions. 

Runni*g Conditions.—Directly the starting torque is large enough, 
the rotor begins to revolve, the coil (fig. 44) tending to set itself 
so that it encloses a minimum of the magnetic lines issuing from 
the stator. Thus motion takes place in the direction of the arrow 
in fig. 4a; and this must be due to the fact that the current sets up 
a field in the rotor coils, which is on the whole of opposing— 
i.e. identieal—polaritv to that existing in the stator. Thus, 
if at a particular iostant (in fig. 44) the polarity of the 
stator ie north, as marked, the polarity of the rotor field, 
due to the lagging rotor current, must at the same instant be north. 
At this particular instaot the lagging rotor current must be ia the 
direction shown by the cross (+) and dot in fig. 44. By Lenz's law 
the E.M F. set up by rotation must oppose this current. Therefore, 
directly the rotor begins to revolve, the rotor lagging current is 
reduced, or, in other words, the coefficient of self-induction of the 
rotor coil is virtually diminished. Suppose, now, the rotor is 
running, thea the coil shown in fig. 44, immediately it moves, would 
have its place taken by the one next it, and thus, although tbe rotor 
revolves, we mav, as it were, speak of an equivalent stationary 
coil," who»e axis is settled by the diameter upon which the bruebes 
are set. Considering now the coil shown in fig. 44 as representing 
this equivalent stationary coil, we see that ite coefficient of selt- 
induction may be altered te a certain extent by moving it round in 
the direction of rotation. In this way, however muct the phase of 
the rotor current may be altered by the E. M. F. due to rotation, the 
original conditions may be reproduced by moving the brushes in the 
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direction of rotation. Theoretically, this may be carried on till the 
axis of the coil is at right angles to the axis of the field, when the 
speed of the rotor is infinite. Naturally, in practice there is a 
limit, depending upon the particular form of stator and the torque 
necessary to overcome the friction of the rotor bearings, &c. 

Ia order to show the E.M.F. due to rotation in fig. 5. we 
remember that it is really produced by the field D o, and, therefore, 
will be at right angles to D o in time. Thus it may be represented 
by D e, and its effect is obviouely to reduce the secondary lagging 
current, thus reducing the primary lagging component and the total 
primary current. With increasing speed, then, the point a will tend 
to travel along ite semi-circle. The value of the component 


е ty А 41 72 "n 
=."  *,whiletpe- = Me 
маа’ 2 11 7 
Thus at synchronism D e = D E, and if the motor started with 


maximum torque the point d will have arrived at x, when the motor 
attains to synchronous speed. 


DE 


The above results аге only approximately correct, for the follow- | 


ing reasons. We have assumed (1) conditions of constant field which 
do not exist; (2) that the current-conductor distribution around 
tbe rotor is sinusoidal, which is not true; and (3) that the number 
of conductors acted upon by the field р o is the same as that under 
the influence of the field р F. Later I hope to have an oppor- 
tunity of showing bow each of these peculiarities affects the phase 
diagrams already given. For the present it is important to note 
that the machine will generate if revolved in the direction opposite 
to the arrow in fig. 4a. 

Since the law of the diagram is so simple, a model may easily be 
constructed, ruled by the fact that о > ів of constant length, and 
the point р moves along a semi-circle. From this model the values 


of primary and secondary current, torque, and power factor may 
readilv be deduced, and the following peculiarities may be noted : 

1. The torqu^. depends on the relative phases of stator and rotor 
currents, aud at starting it is a maximum when the power factor is 
about 60 per cent. At any speed the torque will always bea 
maxinium with about this power factor, but in order to keep tbis 
maximum torque the brushes would have to be gradually moved in 
the direction of rotation as the speed rose. In the case of small 
motors, I sbould say that there is no reason at all why the brushes 
should not be moved forward, either automatically or by hand in 
this way, since, as already shown, sparking difficulties may be 
completely overcome. 

2. Power Factor.—If maximum torque is required of the motor 
at starting, and the brushes are to be kept fixed, it follows that the 
power factor can never much exceed 70 per cent. "This at first sight 
sppears a serious drawback, but iu actual practice there are many 
cases where it will be no disadvantage at all. Take, for instance, 
a small printing establishment, or a tramway system of no great 
length. The dieadvantages of the lagging current are two-fold: (1) 
C?R loss in the line—of small importance, as we have supposed the 
line short; (2) reduction of the voltage at the generating station 
by reaction upon the alternator fields, which is clearly counter- 
balanced by the fact that the power factor of such motors isa 
maximum at starting and gradually decreases as the stator current 
decreases while running. Thus the actual value of the lagging- 
current will not vary very seriously, and, во far as the engineer at 
the central station is concerned, should cause no trouble. In fact, 
the motor is in this respect in as good s position as a polyphase 
motor started with resietance in its rotor circuit, and in a far 
better position than any ordinary single-phase induction motor. 
In the case of large motors or long transmission lines, the power 
factor of the motor with maximum torque at high speeds 
may be very materially increased. Oae way of doing this is 
by means of slip-rings attached to the rotor windings, just as if it 
were a rotary converter. Resistances inserted between these elip- 
rings are gradually cat out аз the speed rises, so that the motor 
finally acts as аа induction motor, a device of mine incorporated in 
a repulsion motor arranged at the Central Technical College three 
years ago, and which I see from an article by Herr Schüler in the 
Electrical Engineer of September 4th has recently been the subject 
of an English patent. 

3. Efficiency — In any class of electromotor this is bound to 
depend largely on the amount of material put into it. Comparison 
is, therefore, admis-ible between motors of different types and of 
the same weight. In this connection my present experience does 
not enable me to give any definite figures, but I should say that the 
repulsion motor for a given power will be beavier than the corre- 
sponding polyphase motor, and far lighter tban the single-pbase 
motor with its starting apparatus. Considering the enormous waste 
of energy 1n starting the latter, the repulsion motor will be far more 
economical of energy for non-continuous running. "Unfortunately, 
detailed results of actual output per xw. during continuous running 
are not yet forthcoming from any source. 

4. Starting Advantages. — Under the best circumstances the repul- 
sion motor may be started under fall load with a current only 
slightly exceeding the full running current. This great advantage 
is obtained without any expensive and cumbersome starting arrange- 
ment, and it is this which must be put forward as the great 
advantage of this type of motor. Of course at starting the motor is 
really a special case of the split-phase type of motor, and the only 
reason why it is so much better than other motors depending on 
this principle, is that the phase splitting is performed by the motor 
itself and depends on no additional apparatus. Farther, by careful 
design the phase difference produced at starting must be so very 
much greater here than in any starting apparatus for single-phase 
motors, except such as depend on the introduction of a very large 
condenser. 

This paper must, of course, be considered as prelimivary, in that 
no curves of results are given, bat these I hope to bave ready to 
publisb shortly. | 

I cannot close without expressing my gratitude to Prof. Ayrton 
for the opportunities accorded me for carrying on this work at the 
Central Technical College, to Messrs. Fawasett and Ablett, students 
at the same institution, for much valuable help, and to the Crypto 
Works Co., who built the more recent experimental motors. r. 
Ablett was the first to point out the parasitic currents which existed 
in certain armatures of the type of fig. 2, and to suggest the 
remedy. 


PROTECTIVE DEVICES FOR HIGH TENSION ELEC- 
TRICAL SYSTEMB. 


By W. B. WoopHousE, A. M. I. Mech. E., A. M. Inst. E.E. 
(Read in Section G, September 14th.) 


Tan extending use of high tension polyphase transmission is 
resulting in a gradual standardisation of the methods adopted to 
protect such systems against breakdown, but there is still some con- 
siderable diversity of opinion shown. The writer proposes to 
discuss several points in connection with the operation of a high 
tension polvphase transmission system. 

Nature of System.—Power ia supplied to sub-stations through 
underground cables; in the sub-statione the converting machinery 
may consist of static transformers, motor-generators and rotary con- 
verters. The economical voltage of transmission is decided by the 
cost of cables; above 10,000 volts step-up transformers are needed 
at the generating end, but in such schemes as are working or pro- 
jected in this country 10,000 volts is the higher limit. 

The design of the system should be such that each part 'of the 
system js automatically disconnected in the event of a breakdown 
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of that part; the continuity of supply being of primary importance, 
all varts should be duplicated.  - О | 

The duplication of feeders to each sob-station does not involve 
excessive expenditure when the generating station is at the centre 
of the arca of supply, as in fig. 1, whorein two feeders are shown 
running from the generating to each sub-station ; where this is not 


Fig. 1. 
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so, as when a number of sub-stations are closely grouped, such an 
arrangement becomes too costly, and inter-connecting cables must 
be run between the sub-stations to provido alternative ways of 
supply. Fig. 2 shows such au arrangement, which is the case more 
frequently met with. 

In the first arrangement power always fiows in the same direc- 
tion along any cable; in the second, power may be required to be 
transmitted in either direction on any inter-connector. 

Stresses on the System.—In switching on an uploaded cable a wave 
of pressure passes along the cable and is refiected; there may bea 
rise of pressure to twice the working value. 

In switching on a transformer or an induction motor, or any 
apparatus with considerable inductance, the full pressure exists for 
tow moment between adjacent coils, the greatest stress falling on the 
end coils. An inductive circuit has stored energy to the amount of 


* joules, which must be dissipated when the circuit is broken. 
In a transmission system such as is considered this energy msy be 
converted to the electrostatic form оа opening circvit, with a 
resultant rise of pressure ; neglecting damping effects, the pressure 
may rise to a value of x — 1 oer the rise of pressure 
is proportional to the current flowing at the moment of inter- 
ruption. Pressure rise from resonance is not likely to occur in 
commercial systems in this country. 

Protective Devices may be divided into two classes :— 

1. Circuit breakers. 

2. Devices which prevent or relieve excessive rises of pressure. 

Circuit Breakers are required to operate automatically (а) on an 
overload, (b) on a reversal of the direction in which power is 
flowing. The overload device should be fitted to every circuit 
bresker; the use of the “return current” relay is limited to 
generator switches and those at the sub-station ends of feeders. 
Should one of a number of generators break down, power will flow 
from the sound machines to the faulty one, when the switch auto- 
matically opeas. In a feeder system, as in fig. 1, should one of a 
pair of feeders break down, power will flow into the fault from 
both ends; the reverse current relay disconnects the sub.station 
end, and the overload relay the power station end. In such a 
system as is shown in fig. 2, it is obvious that the interconnecting 
cables can only be protected by overload relays. 

The interval of time between the occurrence of an overload and 
the opening of the circuit should be inversely proportional to the 
magnitude of the overload, that is to вау, on a moderate отег! -ай 
there should be a time-lag of some seconds. 

A little consideration will show that all circuit breakers on a 
system should be capable of breaking the whole power which can 
flow into that part of tbe system. 

Fuses.—The use of fuses as circuit breakers on н T. systems has 
followed from I. T practice. There are two main types іп common 
use, the one in which strips of fusible metal 10 in. or 12 in. long 
are enclosed in a porcelain or glass tube, the arc being blown out 
by the heated air; the other type in which the fuse is & short wire 
or wires 4 in. to 2 in. long, held in tension by springs over a pot of 
oil, the arc being quenched by the withdrawal of the contacts into 
tbe oil. 

In the first type, which finds extensive use on the Continent, the 
fuse strips are made of tin, aluminium or silver; tin is most 
commonly used, but aluminium has been used because ite high 
specific heat has advantages where a large time-lag is required. 

The resulte of tests on these types of fuses are shown in fig. 3, in 
which the time taken for a fuse to blow after the application of a 
definite overload is marked as a point on a curve. 

It will be seen tbat the second, the Ferranti type of fuse blows 
almost immediately the current reaches the fusing value, whatever 
be the magnitude of the overload, but the long fuse takea many 
seconds to blow on a moderate overload, and an appreciable time 
even on a heavy overload ; or one has practically no time-lag, and 
the other has too much on heavy overloads. 


In the design of fuse receptacles it must be remembered that in . 


opening а circuit, power ів absorbed by the resistance of the fuse. 
In an inductive circuit the maximum power put into the fuse (a . 
non-inductive receiving circuit) occurs when the resistance of the 
fuse is equal to the impedance of the remainder of the system, 
2 о. БЕ = 
2( Г + For the same power flowing under normal con- 
ditions, the power delivered to the fuse increases with a decrease of ` 
the power factor. Practical experience fully confirms this, and a 
fuse which takes some seconds to blow will absorb a oonsiderable , 


and is 
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amount of energy. The exact rate of variation of the resistance of 
tbe fuse is & matter of conjecture, but fig. 4 shows curves plotted on 
the assumption of a uniform increase of resistance for two casss— 
1,0 0 Kw. at 10,000 v., cos p = 1: 1,000 Kw. at 10,000 v, cos ф = 05. 

The inheritance of fuses from L т. working has not been an 
unmixed blessing ; they become unreliable with age, and as aswitch 
is necessary wherever a fuse is placed, it is becoming increasingly 
the practice to attach an automatic relay to the ewitch and dispense 
with the fuse altogether. 

Potential transformers for operating instruments may be ex- 
cepted from the above. The breakdown of such transformers is 
of rare occurrence, and they are usually protected by fuses of the 
tuba type. | 

Switches.—It may be laid down’ as an axiom that any part of a 
н T. system which allows an arc to play in air is bad, on account of 
the dacgerous pressure rises which may be occasioned. — Air-break 
or “ flare" switches are hence to be avoided. Although a time-lag 
is advisable on circuit-breakers, yet the circuit should be opened 
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rapidly when oncə the operation starte; itis yet more important 
that the openiag should take place when the current passes tbrough 
ite zero value. The results of many experiments seem to show 
that an oil-break switch does break circuit at the moment of 
sero current, and for this reason suca switches are now generally 
adopted. 

The switchgear is so designed that each switch is in a separate 
fireproof chamber of metal, brick, slate or concr:te. For safety 
the switches, bus- bars, &о., are placed some distance from the 
operator, the switches being operated by links and levers, chains, 
pneumatically or electrically. In a large board the operation by 
means of electrical motors ia the most convenient, as the control 
board may be made quite small. Control by means of p.c: motors 
finds most favour, as the p. o. is used also in the actuation of the 
relays, and x е supplied.from a storage battery which is used : 
for exciting. There should be no possibility of an arc on one · 
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pote of a switch passirg to another phase, or to any other metal 
wor 


Ip switches for large currents contacts external to the oil are 
sometimes fitted so that there shall be no danger from heating of a 
contact in the oil; these external contacts do not make or break 
circuit, but are in parallel with the oil break contacts when the 
switch is closed. 

Fig. 5 is a ty} ical example of an oil-break switch for heavy work 
made by the British Thomson-Houston Co. The switch is operated 
by a direct current motor seen at the top. Circuit is made or 
broken on each pole in two cylindrical oil vessels containing the 
contacte, the top contacts consistirg of two rods yoked together, 
and sliding through insulators. All the live metal parts are in 


III 


compartments made of brick and soapstone slabs, connection to the 


operating gear being. made by wooden rods. The motor works a 
crank through a worm gear. When the crank is on a dead centre, 
a spring is compreesed ready to operate the switch; the slightest 
movement of the motor causes the spring to come into play, and at 
the same moment a friction clutch releases the motor from the gear. 
Tbe motor continues running until it has compressed the spring 
ready for the next operation, when an automatic switch opens the 
motor circuit and lights a lamp to indicate that the switch has 
acted. The р otur is controlled by а double-throw hand switch; 
tue automstic overload or return current relays operate by closing 
tne motor circuit. 

The first oil-break switch to be put into practical use was at the 
Paderno power station in 1897 ; this was designed by Messrs. Brown, 
Boveri & O., for three-phase currents at 16,000 volts. Tbe same 
firm makes s hand-operated switch, of which a large number 
are in use on the лумеш of the Newcastle Electric Supply Co. 


There is one oil chamber for the three phases, but a wooden lining 


partitions the chamber into three. There are six fixed contacts and 
thiee copper bridgiug pieces, which are moved vertically to make 
or break circuit; underneath each pair of contacts is a small 
board, which moves up and down with the bridging-pieces and 
cburns the oil at the moment of make or break, thus minimising the 
danger from carbopisation of the oil. The writer has tested this 
type of switch teverely at 6,000 volts, and found it in every way 
satisfactory. A similar type of three-phase switch, also made by 
Messrs. Browu, Boveri, but for a higher voltage, is shown in fig. 6. 
The oil chambers are lowered down, showing a fourfold break on 
each pole. The design of the insulators is especially good. The switch 
is operated by hand. 

Overload Relays.—These are usually worked by series transformers 
in each phare, the secondary current passing through a solenoid, 
which actuates the tripping device. 

Р А representative device for obtaining a time-leg in operation is as 
ollows:— 

Fig. 7.— The secondary current of the series transformer passes 
round the windings of a magnet, between the poles of which is a 
copper disc capable of rotating ; on the same spindle as this disc 
ie a small drum to which a weight is connected by a fine cord. 
Normally the disc is stationary, the tendency to rotate being 
balanced by the moment of the weight; on an overload the disc 
rotates and winds up the weight, which closes an auxiliary circuit, 
and thus orens the main switch. The rate of rotation is propor- 
tional to the current flowing in the main circuit, and the time-lag 
may be adjusted by altering the length of the cord. Such an 
arrangement is very sensitive and works well. 

Reverse Current Belays.—Buch devices are actuated by the 
secondary current of a iransformer, baving two or more primary 
"indings one in series with a lime, the other across two lines. 


Under normal conditions the fluxes produced by these windings are 
in opposition, that of the potential coil being the stronger, but 
when tbe power flows in the reverse direction, & current is 

rated in the secondary circuit which works the relay. Sboald , 
generator break down, in the msjority of cases the current pasin 
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will be the short circuit current of the machine (great enough to 
work an overload relay), but at the same time the pressure across 
tbe terminals of the alternator (and the transformer) may fall to 
zero, aud the relay not act. For these reasons return currevt indi- 
cators find more favour tban relays; the indicator, usually & coloured 
lamp, shows which part of the system is at fault, and the switch is 
operated by the attendant. 

A very neat reverse current indicator is that of Mr. Andrews, 
described in his paper before the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
in March, 1903. | 

Devices which Prevent or Relieve Excessive Pressure Rise.—The 
causes of pressure rise in a system are set out above. Any device 
which only acts on the switching on or off of a cable is a partial 
safeguard which sbould not be used if a complete safeguard can be 
found. For such a purpose as the sbove series resistances (liquid) 
and choking coils have been used, and in many cases afterwards 
discarded. 

Spark-gaps which remain always connected across the cores of 
each cable meet every rise of pressure from whatever cause, but 
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have disadvantages. The most sensitive spark-gap consists of 
needle-points in air, the disruptive voltage being almost ir- 
dependent of humidity and dust, but the passage of a small spark 
will destroy the points. The horn arreater, in which the arc is 
struck across the lower extremities and rises until it breaks, bes 
found extensive use. The Wurts arrester has a number of brass 
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cylinders with knurled or smooth surfaces, placed with their axes 
parallel, and with equal gaps between them. In this type the 
nature and mass of the metal chills the arc which may be formed. 
A modification of the above consiste of two concentric cylinders, 
the ends of the outer cylinder having conical additions. The 
arc is chilled as in the Wurts, and blows itself out as in the 
Siemens type. 

Series resistances are occasionally used with the idea of 
minimising the rush of line current which may follow a discharge. 


From the Line 


=) ра 


To the Motor 
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The writer has found the Wurts type to be fairly reliable; but 
when dealing with large rises of pressure and large powers, the 
discharge localises on the cylinders and forms blisters, sometimes 
fusing the rollers together. | 

In all the above ап arc in air may form,' with consequent danger 
to the system, and for this reason the writer has tried the effect of 
immersing spark gaps in oil. The disruptive strength of some 
mineral oils is about equal to tbat of air, so that the distance 
between the gaps need not be made smaller. The gaps are pro- 
tected from dust and moisture, and the sparking distance remains 
constant. The arc is extinguished in the oil as in the oil-break 
switcb, and it is reasonable to suppose that it is extinguished at the 
instant of zero current. On the disturbance of a system, due to a 
sudden change of current flowing, these gaps must be capable of 
absorbing a considerable amount of energy—the energy of the 
surge—and are therefore liberally proportioned. | 

To test the oil-immersed spark gaps the following. experiment 
was made. The oil gaps were set to discharge st 8,000 volts on 
an inductive circuit, and shunted by a pair of needle pointe set to dis- 
charge at 10,000 volts. On the application of 8,000 volts the gaps 
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Fig. 1. 


worked, the arc being extinguished in the oil; the applied voltage 
was gradually raised to 10,000, but the oil gaps worked in every 
case, and the needle points never came into action. Thetest wasthen 
repeated with both sets of gaps in air, when the needle points 
sometimes acted before the horns. 

Switching Inductive Apparatus.—On switching on a transformer 
or induction motor, the full pressure may momentarily exist 
between adjacent end coils with consequent breakdown; this 
abnormal stress may be minimised by switching on slowly through 


а resistance; as an example, fig. 8 shows the arrangement of a 
switch for use with a three-phase high-tension induction motor. 
The switch has three extra terminals connected to water resistances ; 
on switching on, these resistances are first put in series with the 
windings of the motor, then short-circuited, and lastly, cut out.. 
On switching off the reverse operation takes place. - 


Ф 
CAST-IRON FOR PISTON RINGS. 


By C. H. WINGFIELD. 
(Abstract of Paper read before Section G.) 


TuE laws controlling the elongation of steel or wrought-iron rods 
subjected to stress are not applicable to cast-iron without modifica- 
tion, as raw cast-iron has no initial elastic limit. However, when a 
stress is applied to cast-iron, it takes a permanent set, and во 
long as the original stress is not exceeded, the elongations thereafter 
ate proportional to the stresses. The author points out the inaccuracy 
of the published formule relating to cast-iron piston rings, through 
the neglect of this phenomenon, and describes experiments made to 
determine the best proportions for cast-iron spring piston rings. 
The permanent set of rings of various diameters, after being pushed 
into a ring gauge 128 mm. in diamefer for increasing periods, was 
ascertained, and from this the actual “follow” as compared 
with the intended "follow" was deduced. The maximum de- 
signed “follow” which did not cause fracture was 4 in., while 
5 in. broke the ring (which was from 5:236 to 5 726 in. in diameter). 
After the permanent set has been given, the material appeara to be 
perfectly elastic within the limit of the original stress; a cast-iron 
ring 5 in. in diameter, with its cut ends 14 in. apart, cau be bent 
until they touch, after which they will spring apart to 11 ia., and 
this can be repeated indefinitely without furtber permanent set 
being acquired. The results are embodied in tables and curve 


. diagrams. 


© CELLULAR SWITCHGEAR FOR THE 
COLONIES. | 


Tu Ferranti cellular switchgear is becoming very popular in the 
Colonies for use in central stations, on both continuous and alter- 
nating current systems. Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Bloemfon- 
tein, Durban and East London are all to be counted amongst the 
important places where the apparatus is, or will be, installed. ` 
The makers, in considering the design, appear to have, fully 
recognised the difficulty in procuring skilled labour for erecting in 
the Colonies, and have produced a type of their well-known designs ` 


Н 


which сап be very readily placed in position and connected up with- 
out requiring expert erection. | 
Fig. 1 is reproduced from a photograph taken of a switchgear 


just before ‘packing for shipment to Pietermaritzburg, and fig. 2 
‚ shows very clearly the method of packing, which is of great impor- 


tance for such work. It will be seen that the switchgear is made in 
complete self-contained sections, which are finished off in every 
detail at the makers’ works. The sections are first surrounded by 
strong wooden battens clamped together by iron bolts, and then the 
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whole is let down into an external packing case; the space inter- 
vening between the two packing cases is filled in with material of a 
springy nature. On tbe arrival of the cases at their destination it is 
only necessary to lift the section with the internal packing from 
the case and rest it upon trestles or brick piers. "Then only is 
the switchgear proper disclosed, and by the simple means of joining 
up the bus-bars with links provided for the purpose, the entire 
apparatus is made ready for service. ae 

Great security is afforded by these designs, and we think the 
makers are fully justified in their claims that the cellular type of 
switchboard, while minimising fire and life risks, and combining 
simplicity of construction with economy in floor and wall space 
occupied, is of a remarkably self-contained and portable natare, no 
expert erection being required outside the makers’ works. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Oom piled ех} ressly for this journal by W. Р. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 829, High Holborn, Londonu, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should Fe а і 1›езввей. 


19,711. ‘‘Improvemcnts in rotary motors." E. WILLIAMS. September lith, 

13,714, “A terminal for sparking plugs." С. Roperts. September Mth. 

19,715. "Improvements in electrolytic meters.“ S. H. HOLDEN. September 
lith. 

19,749. “New or improved means for protecting the terminals of electric 
apparatrs, and ensuring good electrica: contact.“ W. PeTo. September 146. 
(Complete.) 

19,780. “Improvements in or connected with electric lamps.” G. BAMBERG. 
September 14th. 

19,793. "Improvements in or relating to regulating devices for motors and 
engines.“ F. REICHENBACH., September lith. 

19,799. “Improvements in and connected with the production of electro- 
types." В. Cowrrr-CoLes & Co., LT». and 8. CowPER'CoLES. September 15th. 

19.801. ''An olec’ra-chemically deposited jacket for explosion engines and 
the like.” W. L. BaynAv and W. A. Trirton. Dated September 15th. 

19.877. ""Improvements.in electro-magnetic relay apparatus." SIEMENS 
Bros. & Co., ть. (Siemens & Halske, Actien-Cesellschait.) September loth. 
(Complete.) 2 

19,582. “Improvements in electric fuses and the like." 
September Lith. 

19,856. “Improvements in electromotive force regulators.” B. G. DAMME. 
(Date epplied ior under Patents, Act, 1901, October 7nd, 1902, being date of 
application in United States.) September 15.һ. (Comyplete.) 

19,457. “Improvements in controlling apparatus for electric motors.” 
В. G. Lamme. (Date applied for under Patents, Act, 1901, September 29th, 
1902, being date of application in United States.) September 151. (Complete). 

19,03. ‘Improvements ia spark extinguishers for locomotives.” J. W. 
Bryant. September loth. 

19,594. “Improvements in incandescent electric lamps.“ W. C. Ronison, 
September 151). 

19,896. “Improvements relating to the driving of аупатпов by steam tur- 
bines." W. E. Evans. Gesellschaft zur Einfuhrung von Erfindungen, m. b. I., 
Germany.) September loth. (Complete.) 

19,997. “Improvements in the construction of switeh-gears for electrical 
purposes.” Н. W. CLOTHIER. September 16th. 

19,948. “Improvements in alternating current induction motors.”  L. J. 
Hen? and the BaNpYckoir T Founpry Co, ap. September 16th. 

19,961. “ An improvement in electric tumbler switches.“ Sim Hinam Maxim 
ELECTRICAL AND Ex6INLERING Co., LTD., and q. HARRINGTON. September 16th. 

15,965. “Improvements in and relating to electric lamps.’ W.C. HEAD, 
W. A. Snark, and R. C. VoLLAND, September 16th. 

19,971. “Improvements in electrical conducting trolley mechanism for elec- 
trical tramcars or the like vehicles." F. W. Massey and T. C. PERKINS. 

20.000. ‘Improved method of rectifying alternating electric currents.” G. 
BaMBERG. September 16th. 

20,015. Animproved brush stock for revolving brushes driven by electricity." 
J. MacLean. September 17th, 

90,017. “Improvements in field-magnet bobbins specially adapted for small 
dynamos and motors.” J. MacLean. September 17th. 

20,048. “Improvements in electric glow lamps." J. R. CRAWFORD. Septem- 
ber 17th. | 

$6,047. “Improvements in means for automatically lighting clectric railway 
сазтїагев, tran.cars. and other places by supplementary currents of electricity, 
in case of the accidental failure of the main current." J. К. QUAIN. Scptem- 
ber 17th. 

20,061. “Improvements in receivers for wireless communication.“ G. Morin. 
September lfth. Complete.) 

20,072. “Improvements in coin mechanism especially applicable to elec- 
tricity and other meters.“ E. Du Mois. September 17th. 

25100. “A rotary hair brush, having means whereby the hair and scalp can 
be electrified.’ J. MacLean. September 18th. 

20,109. Improvements in variable resistances.” J. W. Hame. September 
18th. 

20,128. “Improvements in or relating to electric lighting." B. G. LAMME, 
September Isth. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1931, September 29th, 
1902, being date of application in United States.) Complete.) 

20,155. “Improvements in electricity meters.“ P. RIEUNIER. September 
]Hth. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, October 2nd, 1902, being date 
of application in France.) (Complete.) 

20,219. “Improvements in or relating to electric traction and apparatus 
therefor.” W. З. Восіт and C. R. Bovrr. September 19th, 

20,230. ‘Improvements in automatic circuit breakers.” 
September 19th. - (Complete.) 


G. B. Bar. 


E. P. WETMORE, 


eee 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs, W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 823, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d, 
(in stamps). 


1902. 


5,972. ‘Improvements in electrical signalling apparatus for railways.” E. 
Danneels. Dated March llith. 


8,172. “Improvements in and relating to apparatus for the production of 
electrical oscillations of requisite amplitude and frequency.“ H. Manders 
and A. W. Sharman. Dated April 8th. 

10,141. “Improvements in or relating to oaee оегы switch locking 
and operating devices particularly applicable for railway and like purposes.” 
F. Prochaska. Dated May 2nd. 

10,181. "Improvements in syntonic space talegrapby.” O. J. Lodge and A. 
Muirhead. Dated May 2nd. х н are 

10,262. “Improvements in and relating to arrangements for controlling 
automatic electric regulators, cell switches, and the like." W. E. Evands. 
(Allgemeine Electricitits Gesellschaft.) Dated May 8rd. 

12,697. “ Improvements in perforators for use in connection with automatic 
telegraph transmitters." A. Muirhead. Dated June 8rd. 

12,702, “Improvements in the electrical production of iron alloys with the 


simultaneous production of alkaline oxides and alkaline earths.” G. Gin. 
Dated June 8rd. 


12,767. ‘‘Improvements relating to the control of electric motors." Н.Н. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 4th. 

12,788. ** An improvement in electro-magnetic detents.“ Siemens Bros. and 
Co., Ltd., and A. Siemens. Dated June 4th. 

12,958. ‘Improvements in switches and electro-motors." 
(General Electric Co.) Dated June 6th. 


12,959. “Improvements in machines for winding insulating tape or the coils 
of electrical apparatus.“ H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated June 6th, 


13,491. *'Intercommunication switch for telephones." H. R. Webb. Dated 
June l4f£h. 


13,515. "Improvements in or connected with arc lamps." 
Dated June l4th. . 

18,556. “Improvements in means for the control of the supply of electricity 
to electric motors for hauling T gres and similar apparatus in which the demand 
for energy is intermittent." C. Ilgner. Dated June 14th. 

13,732. “Improvements in electric arc lamps.” British Thomson-Houston 
Co. (C. E. Harthan.) Dated June 17th. 


18,784, “Improvements in electric transformers." British Thomson-Houston 
Co. Ltd. (W. S. Moody.) Dated June 17th. 

18,739. “Improvements in and relating to electric insulating material." 
H. H. Lake, (General Electric Co.) Dated June 17th. 

18,932. ''Improvements in electrio signalling apparatus for use on and in 
connection with railway locomotive engines and the like." H. J. Boune- 
vialle and A. C. Bounevialle. Dated June 19th. 


14,270. ''Improvements in dynamo-electric generators." Е. W. Smith. 
Dated June 24th. 


14.487. “Improvements in electrical automatic cut-outa," E. W. Cowan and 
W. B. Dale. Dated June 80th. 


14,667. "Improvements in electricity meters," E. Schattner. Dated July lst. 

14,729. ''Improvements in detectors of electric currents induced in systems 
of space telegrapby.” E. Wilson. Dated July 8rd. 

14,584. ‘Improvements in electric distribution systems." H. Н. Lake 
(General Electric Co.) Dated July 4th. 

14,901. '* Improvements in or connected with the brakes of electric and other 
tram cars and vehicles." G. Atherton. Dated July 4th. 

15,039. Improvements in methods and means for connecting multiphase 
electric circuits.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (W.S. Moody.) 

15,226. ''Improved means for electrically controlling mechanical motion.“ 
А. P. 5. Macquisten. Dated July sth. 

5,324. "An improved device fcr enabling low tension lamps of bigh 
amperage to be employed on electrical distributing circuits of any voltage." J. 
klopfensteln. Dated July 9th. 

15,247. “Improvements relating to arc lamps." Н. H. Lake. (General Elec- 
trie Co) Dated July 9th, 


15,18. "Improvements in electric lamps.” W. J. Davy. Dated July 10th. 

15,458. Improved means of mounting and carrying the brushes of electrical 
switches, dynamos, motors, and the like." A. H. Hickley. Dated July 11th. 

15,591. An improvement in electric stoves.” II. J. Dowsing. Dated 
July 12th. 3 

15,747. “Improvements in or relating to electric storage batteries.” M. 
Sutherland and E. Marcuson. Dated July 15th. 

15.807. linprovements in or relating toclectric accumulators.” C. de Sedneff. 
Dated July loth. 


15,813. "Improvements in life-saving or accident preventing devices, chiefly 
applicable for electric tramcars." E. Bunting and Wilson & Bennett, Ltd. 
Dated July I#th. 


15,815. '' Improvements in or relating to electric fuseboxes for street mains 
and analogous uses," The Electric and Ordnance Accessories Co., Ltd., and 
R. F. Hall. Dated July 16th, 


15,823. Improvements in or connected with electrical fuse boxes or cut- 
outs," G.H, Nisbett. Dated July 16th. 

15,925. “ Improvements in electric rail bonds.” G. H. Nisbett. 
July 16th. | 

15,049. ‘Improvements in brushes for electric generators and motors." 
B. Jevons. Dated July 17th. à 

15,081. Improvements in mechanical rail-scrapers for grooved and other 
rails used on e.cctric railways.“ E. M. Munro, Н. Brecknell and Н. I. Rogers. 
Dated July 16th. 

16,048. “Improvements in dynamo-electric machinery.” 
R. N. Lucas. Dated July 18th. 

16,002. “Improvements in and connected with third rail conductors and 
their guards on electric railways." H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated 
July 15th. 

16,0603. “ "Improvements in and relating to third-rail contact-shoes for electric 
railways.” H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated July 18th. 

16,064. “Improvements in and connected with third rail conductors and 
their guards on electric railways.” H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated 
July 18th. 

16,112. Apparatus for indicating that an electric current has reached a pre- 
determined amount, and for the consequent closing of a switch or switches.” 
J. Edmondson, W. A. Purdom, J. W. Dawson and Edmondson & Purdow, Ltd. 
Dated July 215%. 

16,178. “Improved means for applying and removing electric incandescent 
lamps.” J. W. Kirk. Dated July 215%. 

16,358. “Improvements in electrolytic processes in apparatus therefor.” 
L. Gurwitsch. Dated July 23rd. 

16,391. * Improvements in and relating to electric incandescent lamps and to 
circuits and conductors therefor, for decorative and other purposes." G. 
Weissmann. Dated July 23rd. 

16,824, “Improvements in apparatus for use in elec:ro-plating.” A. J. A. C 
Marichal. Dated July 29th, 

16,925. ‘Improvements relating to the control of electric motors.” Н. H. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated July 80th. 

16,928. *'* Improvements in connters or tell-tales for electric circuit-breakcrs 
or current-indicators. Н. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated July 80th. 

16,389. "Improvements in electric cables.“ W. T. Henley's Telegraph 
Works Co., Ltd. and H. Savage. Dated July 3186. 

17,106. “ Improvements in and relating to overhead trolley lines or cor- 
ductors and the like.“ H. 8. Cowx. Dated August 2nd. 

17,134. * Improvements in holders for incandescent electric lamps." I.. Н. 
Newton and R. R. Neville. Dated August 2nd. : 

17,141. “Improvements in automatic electrical switches.“ <A. 8. Adler. 
Dated August 2nd. 

18.316. » Improvements in electric circuit breakers.» The British;Thomsom 
Houston Co., Ltd. (J. P. Wood.) Dated August 20th. 


H. H. Lake. 


K. Weinert. 


Dated 
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No. 1,850. 


ENGINEERING EDUCATION IN THE 


UNITED STATES. 


THE Governing Body of the Northampton Institute having 
decided last winter to make an investigation into the methods 
of giving technical education in the United States, sent their 
Principal, Mr. В. Mullineux Walmsley, upon a three months’ 
tour last March through that country in order that he 
might have opportunities of watching the processes employed 
during the actual sessions, His report, which takes the 
form of a pamphlet of 15 pages, is now before us, and may 
be regarded as a one-man anticipation of the second Mosely 
Commission that has just left our shores. Mr. Walmsley 
inspected some 34 colleges, institutions and schools in the 
States and Canada, and interviewed a large number of em- 
ployers, manufacturers and professional men (whose names 
are given in appendices), as well as the teachers in the various 
establishments. Dealing with the students themselves, Mr. 


‘Walmsley states that they can be counted in hundreds as 


compared with tens or less in this country, that they 
enter these colleges at a later period of life, and 
that on the average they are better prepared for their work. 
The American boy usually spends fours years (aeíat. 6—10) 
in a primary school, four years (10—14) in the grammar 
school, and four years (14—18) either in the high school, 
which has a classical or literary bias, or in the manual 
training school, or manual training high school, which are 
scientific and practical. The undergraduate courses in the 
engineering colleges generally last four years, sometimes five. 
Of the college staffs, Mr. Walmsley says that the engineering 
professors are not only permitted, but are actually required, 
to undertake outside work, in order that they may keep 
themselves abreast of progress. The dean of the faculty 
and the president are supposed to be able to see that this 
plan does not cause neglect in the teaching. Practically, 
therefore, the colleges have to compete with manufacturers 
for the services. of the best men as teachers, and, in 
consequence, professional salaries are higher than 
with us. The professors, once appointed, are allowed 
very free hands, setting their own examinations; but 
since there is a keen rivalry in the States among manu- 
facturers to obtain the finished students from the most 
respected institutions, and since those manufucturers imme- 
diately detect any dimination in quality, the success of a 
college depends upon the value of its products as tested 
in actual life, and not as tested by (inside or) outeide 
examiners. Generally speaking, employers only view with 
favour such applicants for employment as possess a gradua- 
tion certificate from the engineering department of a 
university or of a technical school, and many will only 
accept ав apprentices holders of such certificates. 

The employers all pay a living wage from the start, the 
premium apprentice being unknown in America. The 


graduates, nevertheless, are expected to begin work at the 
0 
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very bottom, and are alive to the necessity, for the teachers 
have almost succeeded in stamping out the “ know-it-all” 
student. As arule, says Mr. Walmsley, students enter and 
thrive in factories according to their merits, gaining, if they 
deserve them, well-paid posts in two years. Nepotism and 
allied forces are less powerful than here. The large manufac- 
turing concerns of the States not only absorb or struggle for 
the best students of the institutions of highest repute, but 
urge on the institutions the necessity for thorough training, 
offering pecuniary and other assistance. The Vice-President 
of the U.S. Steel Corporation issued a circular letter to the 
colleges and schools on these very lines last year, ending : 
* We want ability, will recognise it, and pay for it." 
Manufacturer: put large up-to-date machines at the ser- 
vices of the colleges ; the State University of Illinois has an 
experimental railway car presented by the Central Railway 
Co. for testing brakes, &c., and the railway people haul it 
about for long journeys to allow the tests to be made. The 
Pennsylvania Railroad Co. permits students to travel on 
their locomotives, taking indicator diagrams and making 
other tests of real value—we rather hope they are goods 
locos! The pamphlet concludes with several brief reports 
upon subsidiary questions : training of bench hands, manual 
training schools, trade schools, horological and optical 
education. The pure trade schools are condemned, 
and the evening technical classes are said not to have 
„caught on" in the States. Apart from these, Mr. 
Walmsley sums up the results of his inquiry in the following 
words :—‘ The parents of would-be engineers, recognising 
the importance of a thorough training and its influence on 
the subsequent careers of their sons, are willing to incur the 
expense of continuing their training up to 22 or 23 years of 
age. The schools are numerous, well equipped, and fairly 
well staffed, and their curricula, on the whole, are well 
adapted to the requirements of the profession ; and the 
employers and manufacturers are convinced of the import- 
ance of the training given in the schools, and, for the 
present, are willing and able to find places for and to give a 
fair chance to every graduate.turned out, and also to render 
assistance to the schools by the free gift of machinery and 
apparatus, and in other ways." 


THis is the time of the year when 
electric fittings manufacturers and traders 
are preparing for a rush of business. On 
every hand catalogues have lately been brought out or are 
now in course of preparation, showing manifold new designs 
of fittings and various small devices, which are to be laid 
before the buyer and the user in readiness for the 1903- 
1904 electric lighting season. For many months past 
artistic ingenuity has been exercising itself in the designing 


The Electric Lighting 
Season. 


of something new, something different from what has hitherto - 


been placed upon the market, and the result is in evidence 
at the numerous electric fittings show-rooms which have 
been established in various parts of London and the 
provinces, so that the contractor, the consulting engineer 
and the architect may take their clients to make their own 
selection of electroliers, brackets, standards or so fortb, 
after seeing them “ under light.” Some of the showrcoms 
that we have had the pleasure of visiting lately in our 
efforts to discover things new and interesting, are verit- 
able fairy lands, and one becomes almost confused by 
the very profusion of artistic excellence both in the 
design and execution of the fittings work, the soft and 
beautiful effects produced by tasteful shading ; one is 
also impressed by the great pains which have been taken 
in most cases to obtain neatness, harmony, and unobtrusive- 
ness in the general setting out of the numerous classes of 
designs, Busy contractors and engineers who want a little 
quietness might do worse than wend their way to one or 
other of these secluded resting places, with soft and 
downy carpettings, and enter into a little of the history 


and the imagination which have combined to make the 
modern artistic fitting what it is, Antique designs, 
hammered iron and copper work, oxidised silver and 
armour bright fittings are all the rage, and promise 
to continue so during the season, but they are not overdone, 
and there is a pleasing variety of statuary, polished brass 
and other lines. There is everything that can be wished for, 
from the plain, cheap polished bracket, to the elaborate 
specimen of fine and detailed work, such as the wealthy 
owner of an ancient country mansion desires, work which 
sometimes involves great study and research in order that 
the design may be brought as nearly as possible into keep- 
ing with the ancient character of the furnishings and build- 
ings. It occasionally happens that the designer, having 
made a visit of inspection to the various departments of 
the mansion to see what his work has to harmonise with, 
has to hark back several centuries in his efforts to be precise. 
Needless to say, under such circumstances the owner makes 
no quibbling about the expense. There never was a time 
when the services of the artist and the metal worker were 
so much in demand, or so genuinely appreciated, as they are 
now in these particular spheres. The old gas fittings, excellent 
as they were and are, can hardly be compared with the 


charming varieties which are made available by the accom- 
modating qualities of electricity for the purposes of illumina- 
tion. This is one of the many benefits which must become 
even better recognised from year to year as the use of electric 
lighting makes headway. No one will ask for evidence that 
electric lighting is continuing the rapid strides which have 
characterised it for several years past; it is plainly shown in 
every item of lighting newsfrom every quarter of the world, and 
it is especially noticeable in the activity of the works devoted 
to the manufacture of electric lamps, fittings, and so on, and 
in the establishments devoted to their exhibition. 


Оск comments of last week respecting 
the prejudice which has characterised the 
attitude of too many central station engi- 
neers toward the gas engine are supported by one of our 
correspondents this week. Of course, there are some very 
noteworthy examples of engineers who, whatever their inbred 
predilections in the matter of prime movers, are not only 
theoretically alive to the important development which is 
going on in gas engine design and construction, but are 
prepared to practically proceed upon up-to-date lines and 
avail themselves of a class of equipment from which, 
according to the opinions of leading authorities—opinions 
which have been borne out by some actual practice—so much 
is to be expected. The gas engine industry, if it is going to 
confer such unmistakeable advantages, should be fostered, 
not hindered by a too cautious nervousness on the part 
of those who rest contented with steam engines which 
they have, or too hurriedly extend a gas engine station on 
the steam engine principle. That is not the spirit that 
should receive place in a branch of engineering in which 
there is so much evidence of movement forward in the 
direction of something better. Sir Frederick Bramwell's 
prophecy of several years ago of the supersession of the steam 
engine, which formed the subject of one of the interesting 
little items of the Southport meeting of the British Associa- 
tion, is not his prophecy alone, but it is the view of hundreds 
of engineers in all parts of the world. 

It hardly needs saying, however, that the steam engine is 
not dead yet, and that it will continue to be a faithful servant 
of the human race for many a long day; 30 or 40 years is a 
safe period for the prophet to dream about, and even now, 
while the Bramwell contribution is being invested in Consols, 
we are in the presence of very real progress in the 
direction of turbines and large gas engines. The report 
of Messrs. Willans & Robinson, who, as our readers are 
aware, are now occupying themselves with the manufacture 
of gas engines as well as of steam engines, contains one very 
hopeful paragraph. It appears in our City Notes" to-day, 
and shows that Redditeh Electricity Dept. has erected a 


Gas Engine 
Progress. 
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875 LH.P. vertical gas engine; St. Helens has ordered a 
horizontal опе of 750 1.H.P.; and two of about 1,000 I. H. P. 
each are on order for Reading. There are also others; but 
there are various other English builders of large power gas 
engines, and they are equally full of the same class of work, 
while on the Continent splendid progress has been made by 
makers whose work has been made familiar to the English 
reader through the admirable papers read by Mr. Humphrey. 
In America, as it would seem from the discussion on Mr. 
Emmett's Saratoga paper, very little is known about it, and 
one authority holds that the gas engine will receive a set back 
from the turbine. At St. Louis Exposition, however, 
arrangements are being made for the exhibition, in 1904, of 
: 8,000-H.P., or even а 6,000-H.P. Continental gas-driven 
plant. 


WE in England have not experienced 
toany marked extent the trouble of the 
* blown up" controller, simply because the arc-breaking 
capabilities of the controllers used have been sufficient under 
general circumstances to deal with the moderate currents 
involved in the operation of two motors ranging from 15 to 
30 H.P. Now that the use of 4-motor equipments is 
becoming more than a matter of timid experiment in hilly 


Car Controllers. 


districte, while at the same time running speeds and, there- 


fore, power of motors are inoreasing, we are more likely to 
hear of a trouble which has been confined almost entirely to 
America. There the 4-motor high speed interurban, each 
motor ranging from 40 H.P. to 125 H.P., is almost too 
common to talk about, and experience with undersized con- 
trolling apparatus has been dearly bought. The destructive 
arcing occurs when power is shut off through the blow-out 
effect of the magnet being not powerful enough to break the 
arc. This results in the arc going out only when everything 
within reach has been chawed up," and things are so 
cramped of necessity in the best known controllers, that a 
lot of copper and iron are melted before this happens. It 
has been suggested that the insertion of a relatively high 
resistance in the first notch circuit may overcome much of 
this difficulty, and we believe that the maintenance of con- 
trollers in general, whether used with small or large motors, 
would be favourably affected by the adoption of this method. 
It is the ruling practice to make the first notch an accelerat- 
ing position, but the above suggestion involves interpolating 
so much resistance that the torque would be cut down below 
the starting value. It is highly probable that this has been 
tried already by some engineers, but they are certainly excep- 
tions to the rule, and we shall be glad to hear their ex- 
periencee. Anyhow, now that the advantages accruing from 
reasonably speedy acceleration are accepted generally as 
outweighing the disadvantage of increased starting current, 
the practical loss of an accelerating position will not be con- 
sidered a very serious one. The Americans have found that 
beyond a definite size of equipment the ordinary platform 
controller becomes too heavy to be manipulated with the 


requisite 8 for breaking heavy arcs, and they are turn- 
ing towards the multiple-unit train control type of apparatus, 


even for single cars, although the first cost is heavily in 
excess of the older type of controller. 


IN another celumn we give an abridg- 
ment of Mr. Hopkinson's paper on the 
* Parallel Working of Alternators,” read 
before the British Association. We are inclined to agree, as 
indicated in a leader in our issue of September 4tb, with 
Mr. Kapp who, in the discussion, expressed the opinion that 
for eucoessfal paralleling of alternators the chief condition 
to be satisfied is the governing of the prime mover. It is 
quite right to take precautions against defective governing, 
but while taking these precautions, it cannot be too strongly 
emphasised that the governing of all the prime movers 
operating in parallel should be as nearly as possible identical, 
so that the forced oscillations may in each case be the same. 
lf this point receives proper attention, there should be no 
trouble in the parallel running of alternators. Of course 
the designers of the alternators should see that the armature 
reactions of the machines are as nearly as possible alike, 


The Parallel Opera- 
tion of Alternators. 


THE GLASGOW MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 
SYSTEM.—I. 


Facts AND FIGURES ON ОАРІТАІ, Совт. 


AFTER no little trouble and delay, we have succeeded in pro- 
curing а copy of the accounts and statistics of the telephone 
department of the Corporation of Glasgow for the year end- 
ing May 3186, 1903. After a careful perusal and comparison 
of the figures in those accounts and statistics, we can well 
understand the reasons for the unwillingness of the Glasgow 
Corporation telephone department, to circulate this interesting 
document among those capable of dealing with the figures 
from an expert point of view. 

So much wild and superficial talk has been indulged in on 
the subject of telephone management and finance by town 
councillors and other advocates of the propagation of muni- . 
cipal telephony, and so many misleading figures have been 
put forward in municipal telephone estimates and accounts, 
that we think it is only fair, both to a great industry and to. 
the municipalities themselves, to draw attention to the 
fallacies that have been indulged in, and to the specious 
figures by which they have been supported. For this pur- 
pose we could desire no better material than that afforded 
by the accounts and statistics of the telephone department of 
the Corporation of Glasgow. 

We shall not meet with any dispute if we say that the 
cardinal principles on which munisipal telephony rests are 
that the average capital cost of a working subscriber's line 
in a modern city telephone system is about £20, and that 
an average annual rate of about £5 is gufficient to pay for 
operating expenses, interest on capital, sinking fund to 
redeem capital, and all other charges incident to the conduct 
of a city telephone exchange system. It is not too much to 
say that the whole basis of municipal telephony rests on 
those figures. The blue book of the Glasgow inquiry of 
1897 shows that the Glasgow Corporation pinned their faith 
absolutely to those figures in their frantic desire to plunge 
into a telephone adventure on a large scale. The blue book 
of the Parliamentary Telephone Inquiry of 1898 shows tbat 
the Committee over which the late Mr. Hanbury presided 
was largely influenced by those figures and by the estimates 
and statements put forward to support them. And the very 
Act of 1899, which made municipal telephony legally 
possible, may be said to be based on the theory that it was 
practicable to telephone a city at an average capital outlay 
of £20 per working subscriber's line and to operate the 
service with financial success at an average annual rate of 
about £5 per subscriber’s line. Further, all the reports and 
estimates on which those municipal telephone systems now 
actually in operation or in course of construction are laid out, 
pin themselves to the figures we bave named. Indeed, these 
estimates generally name somewhat lower figures for average 
capital cost per line, such as £18 10s. or £19 10&, but we 
have preferred to take £20, as being a neat, round figure, 
easy to handle, and having the advantage of giving the 
advocates of municipal telephony a liberal margin for con- 
tingencies, As to the estimates of revenue, we are, perhaps, 
cutting it a little fine in putting the figure at about £5, but 
while the estimates which have served as a guide to the 
Town Councils desirous of establishing municipal telephone 
systems have generally stated that an average revenue of 
£5 5s. or £5 7s. 6d. would be desirable to start with, they 
have also said that after a year or two an average revenue 
per line of £4 158. or £4 108. would suffice. So that an 
even £5 may fairly be said to be the guiding figure. 

Now, the soundness of these figures and estimates has 
been disputed time and time again, and by telephone experts 
of ample experience, but so far the municipal estimates have 
carried the day. It now remains to be seen how thote 
estimates have been justified by the actual results of municipal 
telephone working. The Glasgow system is the only muni- 
cipal telephone enterprise having a record of a couple of years’ 
service, a8 Glasgow has just published its second year’s tele- 
phone accounts. Therefore Glasgow is obviously the best 
example that can be taken to test the reliability of the figures 
on which municipal telephony is founded. If the actual results 
of the Glasgow system after two years’ working were found 
to justify the estimates on which the system was established, 
the advocates of municipal telephony might be entitled to 
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claim that they had proved their case by the best of all 
possible tests, actual working experience. But they do not. 
On the contrary, they prove in а remarkably complete 
manner, ав regards capital cost, that all the criticisms made 
of municipal telephone estimates in the past have been 
founded on the most solid basis; and although they give no 
. complete proof that the working expenses have been under- 
estimated, inasmuch as there is no detailed statement of working 
expenses, there are good grounds for believing that the real 
working expenses have by no means been fully stated in the 
accounts, as we shall presently show. In speaking of 
working expenses, we are leaving on one side for the present 
the important item of depreciation, which, up to the time 
of the discussion of the accounts in the Glasgow Town 
Council last month, bad been resolutely ignored by the 
Telephone Committee. At this discussion depreciation was 
а Banquo's ghost that would not down; and it has now 
received tardy recognition in the copy of the accounts before 
us by the impress of a rubber stamp which converts 
General Reserve Fund" into “General Reserve and De- 
preciation Fund,” the said fund amounting, after two years’ 
working, to the magnificent sum of £2,092 9s. 7d.—about 
two-thirds of 1 per cent. on the capital cost of the plant ! 

One word more must be said by way of preface, and this 
deals with the important subject of surplus plant. One of 
the principal objections that bas been made to the municipal 
telephone estimates is that they do not sufficiently take into 
account the necessity for surplus plant. It is a well 
recognised featu:» of telephone work that in a city telephone 
system there must, for various reasons, always be a large 
margin of plant not actually in use. This was pointed out 
most explicitly at the Glasgow Telephone Inquiry of 1897, 
in the evidence о! M.. Herbert Laws Webb, who stated that 
the usual margin of spare plant was about 35 per cent. of the 
` whole. and gave as his opinion that the allowance made 
in tue (r' mate for a Glasgow municipal system, put 
іг evidence ^t the Inquiry, of a margin of only 20 рег 
vent. of spare plant, was absolutely impracticable. The 
same point has been urged at other times, but the municipal 
estimates have steadfastly ignored it. The estimate for 
Glasgow on which the work was actually done, published in 
March, 1900, purported to provide for 5,250 metallic 
circuit subscribers’ lines to cost £100,000, and 5,250 
partia!:y completed lines at £21,000, a total of £121,000 
for 5,250 actual working lines. It is plain that the surplus 
plant provided for in this estimate is only a little over 17 
per cent. of the total, a lower figure than that pronounced 
to be impracticable in 1897. The number of “ partially 
. completed ” lines to be provided, has practically no meaning, 
because 5,250 “ partially completed lives” at £21,000, 
works out at £1 per partially completed line. As the com- 
pleted lines average over £19 & piece, the partially completed 
line is only one-fifth of a completed line, and would require 
an average expenditure of £15 to become a completed work- 
ing line. Clearly, the number of “ partially completed ” 
spare lines is a minor point; the real point is the proportion 
of the total plant estimated to be spare, and this in the 
estimate for the present Glasgow plant was put at a little 
over 17 per cent. In the estimate for the municipal tele- 
phone system recently under consideration by the Hull 
Corporation, the proportion of the total capital cost allotted 
to spare plant was only 12 per cent., 600 ‘spare partially 
completed lines being estimated for at £8 each, or £4,800 
for spare plant out of a total estimated capital cost of 
£42,000 for a system of 2,070 working lines. At Hull 
the number of spare lines to be provided has gone 
down, and the amount of partial completion" has 
gone up, as here the partially completed spare line 
is four-ninths of a completed line—the completed lines being 
put at the modest figure of £18 each. But the proportion 
of the total plant estimated to be spare is only 12 per cent., 
as against 17 per cent. at Glasgow. Either figure is un- 
workable and unattainable in a city telephone system, and it 
is largely the slight importance given to this vital question 
of spare plant which has caused the municipal telephone 
systems to fail to justify their case by working within their 
estimates. 

If we include the spare plant in calculating the average 
capital cost per working subscriber’s line, which is the proper 
way of using the figures, we find that the Glasgow estimate 
of 1900 works out at £23 1s. per line. The practice of 


putting the spare plant as a separate item is misleading, 
inasmuch as spare plant must always be carried and the 
revenue with which the charges on it are to be met can only 
be obtained from the working lines, since they are the sole 
source of revenue of a telephone concern. Each working line 
must carry a certain proportion of spare plant, and each 
working line must not only pay its own way but also that 
of its share of spare plant; therefore the estimating of the 
spare plant as а separate item, giving the idea that it can 
be brought wholly into use at a fixed price to give a fixed 
additional working capacity, is most misleading and has 
partly helped to give currency to the delusive figures on 
which municipal telephony so largely relies. The whole 
capital cost dıvided by the whole number of completed lines 
provided is indubitably the correct way of arriving at the 
average capital cost per subscriber of a city telephone 
system. At the very beginning this would give exaggerated 
figures, but when a system bas been working for two years, 
and has practically caught up with its orders, this method 
gives a correct index of the average capital cost per sub- 
scriber’s line. 

The Glasgow municipal system has been working for two 
years, and has spent £270,938 for 7,441 actual subscribers’ 
lines. Deductiug the value of certain extension instruments 
and private lines, amounting to £11,194, the capital repre- 
sented by the 7,441 actual subscribers’ lines is £259,744, 
which works out at £34 188. per line; this is including 
spare plant. The estimated cost, including spare plant, was 
£23 18. per subscriber, so that the actual сові per subscriber's 
line has been £11 178. in excess of the estimate, or a total for 
the 7,441 lines of £88,175 17s. If we exclude the spare 
plant, the difference is somewhat less startling. but stili not 
at all a figure to be sneezed at. Excluding spare plant the 
original estimate was £19 1s. per completed subscriber's 
line. In the accounts now under review, it is stated that 
„the amount of capital invested in works not yet earning 
revenue is £59,096." Curiously .enougy, this works out 
at exactly £8 a piece for 7,887 “partially completed 
lines" (mentioned in ancther part of the report), £8 being 
the standard municipal figure for that vague ertity, а “ spare 
partially completed line."  Deducting the £59,096 from 
£259,744, we get £200,648, which gives an average of 
E26 198. per line for the 7,441 working lines. This is 
£7 18s. per line, or a total of £58,897, in excess of the 
original estimate. A total of 7,441 working lines af the 
estimated cost of £19 1s. per line should have 
cost only £141,751, instead of the £200,648 
actually expended. And it will be noted that in 
the original estimate provision was made for partially com- 
pleted spare lines in exactly equal number to the working 
lines, but to average only £4 each.; the accounts show that 
the actual number of partially completed spare lines is almost 
exactly equal to the number of working lines—7,387, as 
against 7,441—but the average cost is double that estimated, 
£8 instead of £4. The real excess over the original esti- 
mate is therefore the figu'e firet stated, £88,175. 

The following table will show how the figure of 7,441 
working subscribers is arrived at, in place of the figure of 
9,122, used in the Glasgow Town Council discussion. This 
latter figure really represents, as we suggested in a leading 
article a few weeks ago, not lines, but inetraments, a very 
different matter. The statistics given in the official state- 
ment accompanying the accounts regarding the manner iu 
which the total of 9,122 is arrived at are these : — 


NUMBER or LINES IN OPERATION. 


1. Direct lines to the Exchange, Tariff No. 1 7,019 
2. ü - i i „ No. 2 303 
3. Party line ... oui Т = oe к 13 
4. Public telephones ... ius us T se 115 
5. Service telephones’... m i Vis T 60 
6. Extensions outside... ihi s са “з 611 
7. Extensions inside ... Р -— ids is 811 
8 Private lines е 88 ee T dee 184 
9. Sundry lines ET T d sii us 6 

Total... 9,122 


In this table the items that mean subscribers’ lines, of the 
kind contemplated by the estimates, are 1, 2, 3 and 4. It 
is clear that all the figures relate to instruments, or 
“ stations,” as they are more usually termed, and the party 
lines presumably have three or four stations on each, so for 
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the 13 party line stations we take four lines. We then get 
for actual lines :— | 


Direct lines, No. 1 tariff... ae Me. hee 7,019 
ar m m 7 sai 303 
Party lines ... e EU jue. es sie 14 
Public tele phones ЕЕ КЕ РРР = 115 
Total direct exchange lines gs 7,441 
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PLAN AND ELEVATIO‘S OF TROLLEY. 


The “service telephones" and “sundry lines" may be 
disregarded ; they bring in no revenue, and probably mean 
only instruments used in the offices of the telephone depart- 
ment. We now have inside and outside extension stations 
and private line stations to consider. An inside extension 
instrument is usually but a short distance from the main 
instrument, and 25s. sliould easily cover the average cost of 
the wiring. Putting the instrument complete at £2 15s., а 
total of £4 amply represents the capita] cost of an inside 
extension. For an outside extension, £10 is a liberal figure, 
as these lines arc usually short ; and although an occasional 
long one occurs, the general average length of such lines is 
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811 inside extensions ati£4 = 43, 244 


611 outside 4,7778 at710, 2» 6,110 
184 privateliaestations'at 10 =; 1,840 
Total т" ... £11,194 _ 
—— ср 


Deducting this sum from the total capital cost of £270,988 
we get £259,744 as representing the actual lines, and this 
works out, as stated above, at £34 18s. per line, which is the 
real average capital cost 
subscriber’s line of the Glas- 
gow Corporation telephone 
system. 


S А аа ete NND — 


THE VALTELLINA 
ELECTRIC RAILWAY, 


(Concluded from page 547.) 
Тнк adjoining figures show 
the arrangement of the trolley ; 
the sir cylinder, by filling 
which the trolley is raised, is 
pattly covered in the plan 
by the buffer cylinder. The 
springs, which are connected to a cross-beam bearing upon 
the plunger of the air cylinder, are only in tension when the 
trolley is raised, and any failure of the air pressure allows 
the trolley to fall, isolating the car from the high-pressure 
lines. The trolley base is provided with a horn arrester to 
prevent lightning discharges from passing inside the driver's 
cab. As shown in the following views of the motor-car and 
locomotive, each trolley is normally used for travel in one 
direction only, though both or either can be used if 
necessary ; the rollers make good contact with the trolley 


wires, in spite of the fact that, theoretically, contact takes 


pus at a point only, and though there is some sparking at 
igh speeds, the rollers suffer but little wear. 

We give illustrations showing the construction and arrange- 
ment of the motor-cars and locomotives, with diagrams of. 
the connections of the wiring. The motor-cars, as already 
explained, are equipped with primary and secondary motors 
on the cascade system, each bogie truck being fitted with two 
gearless motors ; the stator is carried in the truck with spring 
suspension, and is journalled upon the rotor, which has a 
follow shaft concentric with, but having considerable clear- 
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A, Safety fuse; B, Main switcl ; c, Controller; р, Connection box; x, ir-compressor; F, Air reservoir; o, Governor for aic pressure; x, Driving links 
4 м, Motor; в, Rheostat: w, Air-brake cylinder, 


ELEVATION OF Moron-CAB. 


much less than that of the subscriber's exchange line 
proper. For the average capital cost of an outside extension, 
including instruments, £10 is therefore an outside figure. 
The same figure may be taken for the private line stations. 
Each station here represents only half a line, as the private 
lines requires at least two instruments to make it effective, 
BO that £10 per instrument more than representa the capital 
value of the private lines, We, therefore, have for the minor 
items in the list :— 


ance from, the axle of the wheels. The torque of the rotor 
is communicated to the driving wheels by means of well- 
lubricated links, which allow the axle to oscillate over a 
range of nearly 4 in. without affecting the rotor. The whole 
of the weight of the motor is spring-borne. The wheels are 
1°17 m. in diameter, and the wheel-base of each truck is 
2°5 m., while the distance between the two bogie-pins is 
11:5 m. The total weight of the car is about 58 tons. 
Under the body of the car will be seen the rheostats in 
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A, Roller =. в, Lightning arres c, Connection box; Dı, D Da e p main switches; E, Circuit-breaker ; ғ, Controller; ur, Primary motor; 
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a, Secon D x Ebeosat; f, Short-circ . 1,2, High pressure lines ; 8, Earth line. 


DIAGRAM OF CONNEOTIONS or MoToR-CAR. 
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DIAGRAMIOFi CONNECTIONS OF LOCOMOTIVE. 
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section and elevation ; these consist of iron plates of special 
shapes, suspended in tanks communicating with reservoirs 
filled with a solution of carbonate of soda in wáter. When 
air under pressure is admitted to the reservoirs, the liquid is 
driven up into contact with the plates, thus gradually 
decreasing the resistance between them. 

The controlling gear, which we have already described, is 
duplicated in driver’s compartments, the whole equip- 
ment being operated from either end of the car. The motors 
exert an te power of 300 Н.Р. while accelerating in 
cascade, and can be loaded to 400 нр. if necessary ; the 
primary motors alone, when running at full speed, are 
similarly rated at 150 H.P. each, or 300 in all. The motor- 
car can haul a train weighing 70 tons at a speed of 70 km. 
pe omm taking a current of about 80 amperes at 3,000 
vo 

The locomotives, being designed for heavier loads and 
lower speeds, are mounted on bogie trucks with wheels 
1°896 m. in diameter, each truck being provided with a pair 
of motors of 250 H.P. each, which are not operated in cas- 
cade. The electrical equipment is similar to that of the 
motor-cars, save for the modifications entailed by this fact, 
and the concentration of all the controlling gear in a central 
driving cab. The locomotive body is in two parts, coupled 
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er at the middle. The wheel base of each truck is 
2 m. long, with 4°63 m. between the bogie pins ; each loco- 
motive weighs about 46 tons, and is designed to haul a load 
of 200 tons up an incline of 22 per cent., running at a speed 
of 30 to 85 km. hour, and taking а current of about 
60 amperes. Although the controller is not duplicated, 
each of the regulating handles is repeated at either end of 
the cab, which is 12 ft. long, so that the driver may retain 
fall command of the mechanism while travelling in either 
direction. Each of the four motors can be independently 
operated as required. 
The line is worked on the Webb & Thompson staff 
„with an electrical block, ingeniously interlocked with 
e station circuits, As previously explained, the overhead 
gear ах а station is always separated from the rest of the 
system, and the switch by means of which it is coupled to 
the live sections is electrically connected with a staff-holder 
on the station platform. Unless the driver takes his train 
staff out of the holder, he cannot get power to start the 
train. There is such a holder at either end of each block 
section, and these holders are connected together by an elec- 
tric circuit. Unless all of the staffs belonging to one section 
are in one or other holder, no matter which, a staff cannot 
be removed from either holder, and the driver cannot 
proceed ; the staffs belonging to any one section are 
also constructed so that they cannot be inserted in any 
holder save those on the same section. A driver arriving at 
а mation, if he is able to withdraw one of the staffs, may go 


on, certain that the line is clear ; otherwise he can'meither 
withdraw a staff nor start his train 

The capital cost of the whole of the electrical undertaking 
has been about a quarter of a million sterling; of this 
amount, £100,000 has been spent upon the hydraulic works, 
which are designed for three times the power at present 
utilised. The electrical rolling stock cost about £52,000 
and the equipment of the line £68,000, the remaining 
£28,000 being laid out upon the generating plant. The 
total cost per mile is about £3,700, bul if allowance is made 
for the, at present, excessive size of the power plant, the cost 
is stated to be about £2,000 per mile. In this, of course, 
no account has been taken of the cost of the permanent way, 
or that of the old rolling stock which has been utilised. As 
regards the working results, it is claimed that the energy 
consumed amounts to 33:5 watt-hours per ton-mile, a very 
economical return. The total working cost amounts to 
£2,700 per annum, or 10°125d. per 1,000 ton-miles, com- 
pared with a fuel cost of 3s. ld. for the same work before 
conversion. 

When interest on capital is taken into account, allowance 
being made for the fact that only a portion of the plant is 
in use as yet, and when depreciation is provided for, it 
appears that the cost per Kw.-hour amounts to 0°94d., and 
per 1,000 ton-miles to 31°5d. 

It has already been mentioned that important extensions 
are in hand, connecting the electrified system with Milan 
and Como; and we may remind our readers that four new 
locomotives have been ordered from Messrs. Ganz & Co., 
which are to be capable of exerting а tractive effort of 8,000 
to 12,000 Iba. at a speed of 40 miles per hour, or 14,000 to 
22,000 Iba. at 20 miles per hour. These locomotives, it is 
claimed, are the largest in the world, and sufficiently 
indicate the capabilities of electric traction with three-phase 
currents at high pressure. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


L.C.C. Engines. 


May I comment on your criticism upon my letter of last 
week in regard to one or two points you now raise. First 
of all you convey the wrong impression that I advocated 
cotton mill precedente, simply because I quoted a single case 
of something done in a Lancashire mill. 

Secondly, in case of sudden loss of load, the cause will be 
serious enough to demand, not governing on the L.P. 
cylinder, but cut out of the condenser if the fly-wheel does 
not keep speed within bounds sufficiently narrow. Such 
large engines on traction work, and working several routes, 
do not lose load suddenly except by special cause, which 
would warrant this method if simple H.P. governing and fiy- 
wheel effect, failed to suffice. I must adhere to my con- 
tention as to boiler arrangement. 

As regards horizontal engines, I have no predisposition in 
their favour either from training or otherwise, having made 
vertical engines in the days when the horizontal engine was 
looked on авап interloper. I am satisfied that the horizontal 
engine, however, has advantages not possessed by the 
vertical type of to-day, that for second stage expansion, its 
chief disadvantages disappear, and that good constructors 
can build it to give better satisfaction than you appear to 
think possible, I object to the classification of the combined 
vertical and horizontal engines as American. The arrange- 
ment of engines at right angles working а single crank, 
dates back long prior to the electrical period, and was 
familiar to steam engineers in the last century. 

Finally, and not for any personal hurt, I do object to the 
further promulgation of the false idea that mechanical 
engineers have hazy ideas of the requirements of electrical 
work. We all of us have the benefit of the best assistance 
of our electrical brothers. 

The idea of the electricians in the past was, I know, that 
there were unknown terrors in electricity. We heard much 
nonsense about enormons stresses to be provided for, and we 
looked on amused at the toys which the electricians pro- 
vided to deal with them. The Americans bluffed the posi- 
tion, and got in here on the same false basis of enormous 
and unknown factors which they cleverly imposed on people 
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here who were foolishly guided by the arguments you now 
again put forth. Thus it was that so many American 
engines came over here of a design and strength that were 
ridiculous had the assumptions of electricians been true. At 
one time these false assumptions were extended to the 
simplest tramway work. Yet the easiest going traction 
station I ever saw has horizontal engines roped to two-pole 
dynamos in a manner that certainly would not pass muster 
with even a Lancashire rope-driving expert. 

It is one of the oldest traction stations in this country, 
and has not even a fly-wheel on the generators, which was a 
common electrical engineer’s mistake, and not a mechanical 
engineer's blunder. To get a fly-wheel effect upon the 
dynamo the direct connected system was, perhaps, brought 
out. Probably it was better to bring the generator to the 
fly-wheel than to take part of the.fly-wheel to the generator. 
But this station remains to-day as a piece of work that, 
while not meeting the views of mechanical engineers, is com- 
posed of parts in which no difference was made on account 
of electrical terrors. 

I ‘fail to understand the reference to the difficulty of 
balancing reciprocating parts. The reciprocating parte, as 
you rightly say, move in planes at right angles. They are, 
therefore, almost completely balanced by a fan-tail crank. 
It is the cylinder arrangement best suited for this perfect 
system of balancing, and for such moderate speeds as 125 
r.p.m. the small difference between the plane of rotation of 
the crank tail and the plane of motion of the parts to be 
balanoed is immaterial. 

Absolute balance of each engine can be made by accessory 
weights in the fly-wheel, and this can be done for the 
vertical cylinders without disturbance of rotatory balance. 
The residual effects at such low speeds are not worth 
consideration if the rotary balance is to be regarded as 
essential. 

The, turbine may be everything that is claimed for it. 
It has certain peculiar advantages, but it falls very far 
short of what these advantages should enable it to perform, 
and though it is a big step forward in one direction, it 
is a step back in others, and it is far from being 80 
perfect as to warrant wholesale adoption in large and 
important work without careful consideration and suitable 
other circumstances. 
| W. H. B. 


[We do not wish to prolong this discussion, but one or 
two remarks in tbe foregoing letter seem to call for notice. 
We strongly object to the suggestion that electrical 
engineers conjured up bogies about “enormous stresses,” 
and so on; it is true that American engine builders pro- 
pounded theories of this kind, but they were promptly 
exposed by British engineers and technical journals, our- 
selves included. Had British mechanical engineers turned 
their attention at an earlier date to the splendid market 
arising for large engines for electrical power generation 
they would have secured the orders which were placed 
abroad. This reproach, however, has happily ceased to be 
justified. What rope-driven traction generators and similar 
old-fashioned ideas have to do with the matter in hand, we 
cannot conceive. 

Our correspondent again ignores the fact that reciprocating 
parts cannot be balanced by revolving weights; and his 
alternate commendation and condemnation of the turbine 
lacks point.— Eps. EvEc. REV. ] 


Curious Earth Readings. 


We have an earth recording meter working on a three-wire 

system in a large power and lighting installation, which gives 
а very steady chart, We are able to shut down our own 
power house and get current from the Corporation's 
outers (460 volts) running our own balancer for lighting ; 
when, however, this is done we get a very strange chart, 
fluctuating the whole time. 

The automatic cut-out for the recorder is out the 
greater part of the time (being over 5 amperes recorded), 
but on putting a lamp in series we are surprised to find that 
it will not light or even glow, having tried 50-volt, 100-volt, 
and 230-volt lamps. Another peculiar thing is that the 
magnet of the automatic cut-out gives a hum similar to the 
ham of the machines at the Corporation station. The 


armature for this magnet when lifted slightly chatters, as 
though being attracted by an alternating current. 

By connecting a telephone between the telephone earth 
plate and our own earth plate (of the system) this alterna- 
tion is very distinct. The Corporation electricity works is 
about 1] miles away. 

When we change over on to our own generators, all is 
again normal. Why is this ? WE 


Gas Engines for Power Stations. 


I note with pleasure your leaderette re the above in the 
current issue. | 

It is astonishing, the amount of prejudice some engineers 
display towards gas engines for central station work, and I 
believe that if some of these gentlemen would only take the 
trouble to thoroughly investigate the matter and see for 
themselves some of the satisfactory installations which are 
now running, they would be convinced of the merits of gas 
engines. 

No doubt there have been several instances in which the 
adoption of gas engines has proved a failure, but is not this 
often the case when а new method or system is tried, and is 
this any reason why engineers should decline to try again ? 
For instance, at Walthamstow there is a fair size gas engine 
plant, and anyone seeing the particular type of plant in use 
there for the first time will be astonished at ite silent and 
smooth working, equalling as it does the best steam plants 
in this respect. There is no doubt that the plant there does 
the engineers considerable credit, at any rate, so far as one 
can jadge from the financial statemente recently published. 

It is to be regretted that the price of the high-speed 
gas engine is considerably more than that of an equivalent 
steam plant. There is no doubt, however, that when the 
demand becomes greater there will be more competition and 
a consequent lowering of prices. 

If the advantage of small initial cost could be added to the 
low running expenses, gas engines would, [ feel sure, be 
extensively used in power stations, as then the total cost of 
plant per Kw. installed should be very much lower than that 
of steam. | 

Wm. J. U. Sowter, 


Borough Electrical Engineer. - 
Dorchester, October 2nd, 1903. 


Smoke Abatement. 


Unbiassed engineers will agree with your correspondent їп 
the current issue in approving of the action of local 
authorities in imposing fines for black smoke. | 

That there is a remedy for this has been proved in 
thousands of instances where mechanical stokers have been 
successfully adopted, and with the further result that a great 
saving of fuel and labour has been effected. There can be 
no question as to the utility of mechanical stokers properly 
worked. The conditions under which it is necessary to 
supply fuel to boiler furnaces, and at the same time to 
utilise its full calorific value, and this with a total absence 
of black smoke, are such that it is impossible to satisfy them 
by the most careful hand-firing. The fuel must be added 
in small quantities and at frequent intervals, and the air 
supply must be adjusted to the rate of comburtion, con- 
ditions which cannot be met except by mechanical means. 

So far, perhaps, we are agreed, but a very recent instance 
regarding Whittaker“ stokers will at once dispel its claim 
to infallibility put forward by your correspondent. 

Within a few minutes of reading Mr. Ashworth’s letter, I 
was informed directly by the manager of one of the finest 
mills in Lancashire that they had ceascd to use Whittaker's 
Stokers, as they had utterly failed to accomplish their 
mission, and what was claimed for them by the makers, and 
that better results, both as regards fuel consumption and 
preveution of smoke, were now being obtained by ordinary 
hand-firing. 

My daily avocation brisgs me in constant touch with 
large steam users, and if the doctrine of the “survival of 
the fittest ” holds with regard to- mechanical stoking, then 
certainly Whittaker’s must take a back seat. I could refer 
him, for instance, to the Bennis" stokers, which one seems 
to meet constantly, and which I believe really &coomplish 
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all that is claimed for them, and that is a good deal more 
than what is claimed for Whittaker's. Only last week I was 
ata place where these stokers had been in use over 10 years, 
and they informed me the upkeep had been under a sovereign 
for each boiler per annum, and that all the parts had kept 
ш good condition. 

Personally, I do not see how it is possible to keep a smoke- 
less chimney with a stationary bar; as the fire gets clinkered 
up the conditions are bound to alter, and if the same smount 
ot coal has to be burned to keep up the steam, with less air 
а throngh the fire, black smoke is bound to 
result. | 
As to the question of forced or induced draught, this ів, 
in many cases, abeolutely necessary, especially where low- 
class fuel is burned, or when a maximum amount of fuel 
has to be consumed per square foot of grate surface per 
bour ; or, again, as in central station work, where the peak 
of the load is so much above the usual working conditions as 
to require, for a short time an abnormally large amount of 
steam, it is absolutely impossible, in thousands of cases, to 
meet the conditions present, except by the adoption of forced 
draught, and many Corporations have been able to solve a 
great difficulty as regards steam raising and effect a great 
economy by the adoption cf mechanical stoking, and forced 
draught, and self-cleaning fire bars. In fact, the exceedingly 
low coal cost of some of the central stations, about · 30d. per 
unit, is entirely due to their adoption. 


Bolton, October 3rd, 1908. 


W. Banks. 


I fear both your correspondents, in reply to my letters, 
are erring, as they appear to be advertising other people's 
patente, which was not the object of my lettere. 

I agree with Mr. Deane as to the great importance of 
regulating the supply of air, as the supply depends entirely 
on the class of fuel used, a bituminous coal requiring more 
oxygen for its combustion (if you wish to do away with 
smoke) than a semi-anthracite or anthracite. 

I do not agree with him in supplying air under the 
grate, as this is the chief 1eason why the various forced 
draught systems have utterly failed, because the air in 
passing between the fire bars through the fuel on the grate, 
is deprived of its oxygen before it reaches the bridge, and it 
cannot, therefore, support combustion behind the bridge, 
where the gases are; alias it attempts to consume the gases 
before they are actually produced, which is obviously 
absurd. 

To consume these gases, one must remember you can only 
do it when they are at their highest temperature (the 
temperature of ignition), which is immediately behind the 
bridge, and it is only there you can do it, if you can bring 
in the highly-heated oxygen, at such а temperature 
that it will chemically unite with these volatile 
carbonaceous gases before they cool down, carbonise and 
turn into smoke. 

In reply to Mr. Ashworth, I do not see the gist of his 
remark, when he states, But if it can be shown that there 
ia a remedy, I suppose he would continue fining them.” 
Natnrally I would if they did not use the remedy. 

Whst would be the good of the test, except to show the 
steam users the remedy, and what is the good of a remedy if 
they did not make use of it, and what is the good of a fine 
except to enforce the remedy ? 

I agree with him respecting moving and rocking bars 
being no good, and as for steam jets, more harm is done 
than one would imagine. They pull down the temperature 
of the farnace as well as the steam pressure, and corrode your 
boiler plates. 

Sprinkling stokers are far too elaborate and expensive for 
practical use, and, like other stokers, do not consume smoke, 
bat minimise it. If you wish to force your boiler, supposing 
you are hard pushed for steam, and sprinkle on a bit more 
coal than usual, smoke is produced at once ; this is the case 
with all forms of automatic stokers. 

No doubt a lot of unnecessary smoke is caused by bad hand 
stoking, and could be prevented. The majority of stokers, 
especially the lazy ones, put about eight or ten shovelfuls on 
at а time, either just inside the furnace door or in a pile in 
the middle of the furnace: such stoking causes a good deal 
of unnecessary smoke, lowers the temperature of the furnace 


excessively, and is not conducive to economical combustion. 
Stirring a green fire with a rake is another form of bad 
stoking. To stoke effectually for anthracite coal, it should 
be from 4 in. to 6 ir. thick evenly all over the fire bars, so 
as not to allow cold air through the bars at any part, and 
to distribute the heat evenly all over the plates. In the 
case of bituminous coal, from 7 in. to 15 in. thick, accord- 
ing to the nature of the coal and the available draught. 

If steam users would only remember that when he sees 
dense black smoke rolling out of his chimney, that there ig 
as much waste going on as if he were to throw his coal out 
in the road, he would tee that his men are stoking properly 
for his own benefit, and cerlainly to the benefit of his 


neighbours. 
E. A. S. Daniell. 


Coal Scales for Power Stations. 


With reference to the description of the above in your 
issue of the 2nd inst, I would be glad to have some further 
information on the subject. 

Ав an engineer directly concerned in all matters connected 
with the bandling of coal, and particularly with boiler 
feeding, I must confess that I cannot see how it is possible 
by the arrangement described to obtain anything but a very 
approximate idea of the weight of coel delivered. 

As far as | understand it, the apparatus requires to be 


. geb to deliver a given weight of coal, and is so arranged that 


when tbat weight has accumulated the load is discharged, 
and [ presume a counter registers the number of operations. 

It would seem obvious that if “the scale is fitted with 
double shutters to control the coal supply, and so work that 


. large lumps of coal can be passed into the weigh hopper,“ 


then if a lump does or does not pass, the weight will be 
greater or less by the mass of that lump, unless some pro- 
vision is made for cutting the lump into the requisite size to 
accord itself with the balance, which of course is impossible. 

No doubt, with an even arm beam, a fairly accurate 
balance can be obtained (in fact there is no reason why ıt 
should not), but, as I take it, the very action of balancing, 
or rather overbalanciug, is used to perform some mechanical 
operation necessary for cutting off the supply from the bunker 
above, and the opening of the delivery doors or shutters, ко 
that, to the ordinary engineer, it would appear improbable 
that anything approaching exactitude could be obtained. 

My attention has lately been drawn to a weighing 
apparatus for a precisely similar purpose to the one you 
describe, but the arrangement is such that the ac/ual load in 
the weigh hopper is weighed and recorded, and not & pre- 
arranged quantity. 

I can understand and appreciate this, but, as I said 
before, I cannot grasp the other. Perhaps you will 


enlighten me. 
F. A. Yerbury. 


REVIEWS. 


Physico-Chemnical Tables for the Use of Analysis, Physicists, 
Chemical Manufacturers and Scientific Chemists, In two 
volumes, each complete in itself. By JOHN OASTELL- 
Evans, F. I. C., F.C. S., Superintendent of the Chemical 
Laboratories and Lecturer on Inorganic Chemistry and 
Metallargy at the Finsbury Technical College. London: 
Charles Griffin & Co., Ltd. Vol. I. 


Finsbury Technical College has produced from amongst 
ius staff quite a “galaxy of literati.” To the books of 
Prof. S. P. Thompson and Prof. J. Perry has now to be 
added one which certainly gives new glory to the constella- 
tion; and although it hails from the сһетів:ту region, it 
casts light upon every department of quantitative research, 
both in practical and theoretical physics and in chemistry. 
Volume I. is devoted to Chemical Engineering and Physical 
Chemistry. The book consists of a series of tables of formule 
and figures, calculated or compiled from British and foreign 
sources, collected, concentrated, arranged, classified and 
checked by the author, Mr. John Castell-Evans, and pre- 
sented in a form which of necessity will be of great utility 
alike in the laboratory and the works. We-know of nosuch 
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compilation in any language. There are excellent books in 
German dealing with some of the data; but во far as our 
acquaintance with books goes, there is nothing of so compre- 
hensive a character as this Part I. is Mathematical; 
besides giving the usual arithmetical and algebraical 
formule of various series, and a useful set of differen- 
tials and integrals, it supplies us with tables of values 
worked out for special cases. For example, in the cal- 


culations of values of Т * ſor use with a slide-bridge, 


all values of n from 0'001 
ni m? n 
Similarly for Е wal 


to 0:999, are given. 
d cest? 
(* + 2) 
4 | i | 
4 п? т, and various other expressions, tables for successive 


values of the variable are provided. Weights, measures, and 
conversion factors follow. This part also contains loga- 
rithmic and trigonometrical tables and tables of powers. 
Of necessity, these latter tables are put in a somewhat 
condensed form, and it is doubtful whether they might not 
almost have been omitted. Every devout student of the 
subjects here dealt with has his own logarithm book and 
Barlow's tables, and would probably prefer to use these for 
ordinary spade work, reserving his Castell-Evans for special 
functions and constants, | 

Part II. із concerned with mechanics, and contains the 
information usually sought for in Molesworth, presented in a 
manner which appeals to the rationality of the reader rather 
more than do the usual run of pocket-books. This part 
contains some useful data in regard to wire, but beyond that 
it does not strike us as possessing special value for the elec- 
trical engineer. | 

Part III., which treats of data relating to Physics and 
Physical Chemistry, constitutes the book proper. It 
inclades tables of coefficients, correction factors, and 
physical and chemical constants, covering a wide field of 
thermometry, melting pointe, comparative changes of volume 
with temperature, calorimetry, density, barometry, thermal 
constants of gases, reduction of weights in air to weights in 
vacuo, vapour densities, and an elaborate set of tables of 
vapour tensions and boiling pointe for chemical substances. 
It is clear that this portion of the work has been derived 
from the latest and beat determinations, the tables being for 
the most part computed by the author from the original 
experimental data. In most cases the name of the experi- 
menter is given. The only serious omissions that we can 
detect in these tables and formule, are such as relate to 
platinum thermometry, as developed by Callendar and 
Griffiths, and in congratulating Mr. Castell-Evans upon 
Vol. J., we trust that he will find a place for advanced 
platinum thermometry in Vol. II. | 
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Switchgear Construction— Elektrische Apparate fiir Stark- 
strom. By GEoRG S. ERLACHER. Hannover: Gebrüder 
Jünecke. 1903. 


The present volume is an attempt to deal with the design 
and construction of switchgear and switchboards from a 
scientific engineering point of view. Many firms in the past 
who would never have dreamed of turning out a mechanically 
bad dynamo, motor or engine have yet manufactured the 
most unmechanical switchgear. Whose fault this may be, 
it is, perhaps, difficult to definitely settle. This much is, 
however, certain, that the standpoint from which this work 
has been regarded has been the wrong one, and manufac- 
turing firms are only now discovering that just anything will 
not do for switchgear, but that its design to ensure proper 
and economical working should be as carefully considered 
and worked out as any part of the generating plant. It is 
to be wished, however, that the author, before writing this 
book, had gained a wider knowledge and experience of 
modern practice than he evidently possesses. We welcome 
the book, therefore, chiefly for the spirit in which it is 
written, and will endeavour to indicate one or two points 
in which it needs correction and addition. 

Chapter I. is devoted to switches, and commences with 
a record of the results obtained by the author on surface 
contacte, &c., and gives also tables of current densities adopted 


by various manufacturers One result obtained is that, with 


good ground-in copper spring contacte, a current density of 
0˙1 ampere per square millimetre, a minimum pressure of 
0:3 kilogramme per square centimetre, and a specific drop 
of 0°04 volt can be assumed. The specific volt drop is 
defined as the volt drop divided by the current density. 
Working the above out for à 2,500-ampere spring contact, 
we get (at 65 amperes per square inch, which corresponds 
to “1 ampere per square millimetre) a volt drop of 004 and 
a loss of 10 watte, which is about right. With copper 
brushes, however, the author gives a specific volt drop of 
0:025 with a current density of 0:4 ampere per square milli- 
metre and a minimum pressure of 2 kilogrammes per square 
centimetre. This works out with a 2,500-ampere brush 
contact to а volt drop of “01 and a watt loss of 25, which 
is excessive. In fact, experience has shown that a brush 
contact is, if anything, better than a spring contact as 
regards watt loss. The author gives a pregnant example in 
page 10, which illustrates the importance of this, at first 
sight, seemingly trivial subject of good switch contacte. 


.The volt drop across a 100-ampere contact was measured 


and found to be 0°0227 volt, corresponding to a loss of 2:27 
watts. This was now ground in with powdered glass and 
oil, and the volt drop was reduced to 0097 volt. Assuming 
& D.P. switch with four such contacts, and that it is in use 
at full load 10 hours a day for 300 days in the year, and 
that the cost of electricity is 8d. per unit, the coet of energy 
wasted during the year is 18s. 10d. in the first, case and 
8s. 1d. in the second. The grinding-in thus saves 10s. 9d. 
per year for this one 100-ampere switch alone. Reckoning 
8d. per unit is, of course, too high; still, the example shows 
the importance of the subject when big currents come to be 
used. It must be remembered, too, that both the above- 
mentioned contacts (before and after grinding-in) would be 
reckoned good if tested by putting one's hand on them, as 
both ran perfectly cool. Besides the general remarks as to 
contacts, &c., various types of non-automatic switches are 
described and tables of dimensions given. "The reader will, 
however, search in vain for reliable information on up-to- 
date constructions. For instance, on page 86 the author 
couples oil-break switches, and switches in which the arc is 
extinguished in a vacuum, together, and says that he has 
no information as to the action of such switches. As 
regards the oil-break switch we advise him, if a second 
edition be contemplated, to make inquiries of modern 
plante, when he will find that a great deal of experience is 
available. In fact, the only reliable switch for high pressure 
alternating current circuits is the oil break, and the use of 
the various air-arcing switches that are described, on such 
circuits, is very much to be deprecated. "The above remarks 
also apply to Chapter II. on fuses. On page 109 a description 
of a return current cut-out designed by the author is given. 
It is not mentioned, however, that the construction is of very 
little use, as the amount of reverse current at which it 
operates is dependent on the voltage of supply. Should this 
latter drop, as it most likely would do with a reverse current, 
the current would become very high, and would very likely 
cause damage. Elaborate calculations are given on the magnetic 
circuits of automatic switches. We doubt whether these are of 
much practical use. In the majority of cases it is quicker 
to directly experiment to determine the windings necessary. 
Of course, the experimenting can be done much better if 
the principles enunciated are kept steadily in mind. 

The remaining chapters are devoted to accumulator 
switches, rheostats and switchboards. The chapter on 


. rheostats contains several graphical methods for the design 


of shunt regulators, &c., which will be useful to the 
designer. 

In conclusion, we recommend the book especially to 
draughtsmen and calculators in the drawing office. The 
study of the volume will broaden their ideas and help in 
other ways. 


Advance in Rubber.—The India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha 
and Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., notify that a further important 
advance in prices of crude rubber having taken place, they are 
compelled to raise the quotations for their manufactures in propor- 
tion, the advance to take effect from October 5th. Revised prices 
are in course of preparation, 


“errr. 
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FIRST AIDS AND APPLIANCES.* 


Bv J. D. M'GOWAN, M.D. 


y 


I BgLIEyE that this is the first time in the history of this Associa- 
tion that any paper pertaining to relief of the injured has been 
read at its meetings; and it is one of the gratifying signs of the 
times that the interests of others than the members of the medical 
profession are being awakened to measures, not only for the preven- 
tion of disease, but also for preventing, so far as it is possible to do 
so, some of the unfortunate results of either improper treatment or 
no treatment at all in cases of accident, whether of a serious or an 
apparently trifling character. 

Owing to the prompt application of first dressings in the late war 
between the United States and Spain, the records of the surgical 
department of the army and navy show a smaller percentage of loss 
of life or limb than in any previous campaign. 4 

As all, or nearly all, ої your shops are in large cities and towns 
where the services of a surgeon can be readily obtained, and no 
great amount of time need elapse from the moment of accident to 
the obtaining of skilled surgical aid, I will not go into an elaborate 
detail of all that should be done, as it is far better to do too little 
than too much. 

If your shop is in Pennsylvania, you may have in your employ a 
young man who has a brother practising medicine in Iowa, and 
such relationship is apt to make him believe he bas the medical 
instinct which gives him a knowledge superior to his fellows. If 
you have such a man about, and an accident happens, send him for 
a doctor. 

It is well to have on hand at all shops or factories a box con- 
taining the neceseary articles for the application of first aid and 
have a few of your intelligent foremen instructed in their use. 

When an accident happens: 

Do not get excited. ~ 

Send for a surgeon; tell him briefly the nature of the injury. 

Remove the injured man to a quiet, well-ventilated place, neither 
hot nor cold, away from the noise of the engine room and machinery, 
and place him in as comfortable a position as possible ; lay him upon 
his back, with his head on a level with his body, and his limbs in 
a natural position. 

Allow nobody near except those who are needed to care for him. 


Do not let him know that his condition is serious; encourage him ' 


all you can. 

If the head has been injured, it should be raised somewhat 
higher than the rest of the body. | 
Loosen his clothing at neck and waist ; if patient faints, lower bis 
head and raise his feet. 

If arm or leg is injured, 16 may be slightly raised and laid on a 
cushion; a cushion may be made with old clothing or any soft 
material. - 

If he vomits, or tries to do во, turn his body on one side, with the 
chin ы so that the contents of the stomach may flow from the 
mout 

If the wound is found covered by clothing, cut the clothing in the 
seam and remove only enough to show the wound. Incase of burne, 
pour lukewarm water over the clothing before attempting to remove 
it ; otherwise you are liable to pull off the charred skin and leave a 
large, raw surface open for infection. Cover all wounds and burns 
as quickly as possible. 

In examining a wound, wrap some antiseptic gauze around the 
fingers before touching it. Do not attempt to cleanse a wound; 
expose it and apply some antiseptic gauze, or the contents of this 
little package, called “first help for wounds,” and wait for the 
surgeon to cleanse the parts. 


BLEEDING. 


From the arteries, blood is bright red and comes in spurts or jets, 
as from a small hose. This should be immediately stopped if 
possible, and the best method isto apply pressure over the artery at 
some point nearer the heart than the point of bleeding, selecting & 
place where the artery is near the surface of the body. First, apply 
several thicknesses of gauze over the wound (having fingers wrapped 
in a separate piece of gauze before handling), and bind tight with 
roller bandage ; then cover the point selected between the wound 
and the heart, apply pressure, using anything at hand for the pur- 
pose—a piece of rubber tubing, such as is used for gas piping, is 
best, a pair of suspenders, a rope or a bandage; bind the parts 
tightly, and leave them until the aid of a surgeon can be obtained. 

From the veins, blood is of dark red colour, and flows out or wells 
up freely from the wound. Apply pressure directly over wound, 
using wad of gauze and bandage. 

When the blood oozes from the wound, apply gauze and bandage. 

In case of bleeding, keep the patient in a horizontal position ; if 
bleeding from a limb, elevate the limb; keep the patient warm. 
When bleeding has ceased, hot drinks may be given. 

Do not leave tight bandage on a limb too long ; the bandsge may 
be loosened after 15 minutes and reapplied with diminished pressure. 
In rupture of varicose veins, elevate the limb, loosen clothing, and 
bandage firmly below the wound and apply a compress over the 
bleeding vein. 

When a man faints from loss of blood, lower the head and 
raise tbe limbs; be ready to apply compress, if bleeding starts 
up again. 

Do not cover a wound with any dressing that is not sterilised. 

Do not forget to elevate the limb. i 

* Presented before the National Electric Light Association at 
ite Twenty-Sizth Coavention, held at Chicago, Ill, May 26th— 
28th, 1903. 


Do not put on cobwebs, tobacco, shellac or salve. 
Do not disturb blood clots. . 
Do not give whiskey or btandy. 
Do not leave a wound uncovered after the bléeding has stopped. 
For internal bleeding, apply ice-cold cloths to abdomen, lower 
the head slightly. 
Woonps. 


In injuries to the head, place the patient on his back, with head 
resting upon a cushion covered with a clean towel. 

The arm, when injured, should be brought across in front of the 
chest and supported by а sling. ` i 

The lower limb should be supported on a cushion or blanket. 

In chest wounds, the head and shoulders should be raised by one 
or more pillows until patient can breathe comfortably. І 

In wounds of abdomen, patient should lie down with knees drawn 
upand turned toward injured side; if wound be in front, place him 
on his back. 

After covering a wound of any kind, do not uncover it; put on 
more bandages if it bleeds. | 

In bruises or sprains, apply hot water, as hot as can be borne; if 
an ankle is sprained or foot crushed, place it in a bucket of hot 
water, keeping the water hot by adding more hot water as 
required, 

FRACTURES. 


These may be simple or compound. A compound fracture is 
where there is an extérnal wound communicating with the 
fracture. This may be caused by one end of the fractured bone 
penetrating through the skin, or by a spike or rifle ball or some 
other missile piercing the skin and tissues to the seat of fracture. 

Place the patient in a comfortable position, supporting the 
injured member upon a cushion of some kind, which may be made 
with any soft material at hand. If possible to remove the 
clothing without causing much pain, it is best to do so. In simple 
fractures this is not absolutely necessary, as a splint can be applied 
over the clothing, using the latter for a pad. 

In compound fractures, dress the wound with the contents of the 
first-aid packets, or with antiseptic gauze, before applying splint, 

Do not attempt to set the bone; merely try tò put the injured 
part in a position where it can be held securely, so as to prevent 
the fractured ends of the bone from rubbing together and causing 
pain. s 


SPLINTS. 


The chest can be used as a splint for the arm by binding the arm 
to the side with & roller bandage. 

The uninjured leg may be used as а splint for the injured one. 

A splint must be long enough to keep the joints above and below 
the injury at rest. 

The splint should be a little wider than the thickness of the 
limb, 

The splint should be padded with some soft material, such as sheet 
wadding, cotton, &c. 

If two splints, one on each side of the limb, can be applied, all 
the better. | | 

Material for splints is usually easy to obtain: cigar boxes, paste- 
board, laths, shingles, barrel staves, broom handles, canes, shovels, 
umbrellas, desk rulers, fruit baskets, &c. Any ot these may bé 
used. ‘ 

‘Place the splint on either side of the injured limb, have the splints 
well padded, and secure them to the limb witha roller bandage ora 
handkerchief ; towels, suspenders, cord or straps may be used if the 
bandages are not at hand. ' 

Someone should support the limb by slipping the hands gently 
Ander it, above and below the injury, while the others are applying 
the splints. 

In fractures of the ekall, place patient on his back with head 
and shoulders alightly raised, and keep quiet until surgeon arrives. 
It there is a scalp wound, place some antiseptic gauze over the 
wound. | 

In fractures of spine, keep patient flat on his back. 

In fractures of collar bone, place pad under armpit, and bandage 
arm to side. Patient is best on his back. 

In fracture of ribs, patient should be moved as little as possible. 
Keep head and chest elevated; let him lie on his back or on the 
uninjured side. . 

In fracture of thigh, apply a long splint made of board, to extend 
from below the foot to above the hip, first drawing the limb out to its 
full length, and bandaging the splint to the leg at the ankle, the knee 
and about the waist. 

In fracture of knee-pan, place a pad in the hollow under the 
knee, and apply a splint to the back of the leg, keeping the leg 
straight. 

In fracture of the leg below the Knee, place the leg gently in a 
pillow, and bind the pillow to the leg. If no pillow is at hand, 


apply a board splint (taken from a fruit basket) to either side of leg 


and bandage, being careful not to bandage too tightly. 

If a patient is to be carried some distance, bind the injured leg to 
the other limb, after applying splints. 

In fracture of upper arm, place a pad in the armpit and draw the 
elbow to the side; bind the upper arm to the side of the chest and 
put the forearm in a sling. 

In fracture of forearm, make a splint from a cigar box or a piece of 
wood long enough to extend from the fingers to near the elbow; place 
this on inner side of arm and another piece over the back of arm, 
and bandage. 

In fracture of fingers, bind one finger to the other, after placing 
cardboard splint under the fractured member. 


BURNS. 


Burns are of three degrees : 
First —Simple reddening of the skin. 
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Second—When blisters form. 

Third—Charriog of skin and ulceration. 

Remove clotbing carefully ; cover burned surface quickly to ex- 
clude air; pour on oil. A mixture of equal parts of linseed oil and 
lime water forms the best and most convenient dressing for first 
aid, and should be kept on hand, in well-corked bottles in every 
shop where a workman is liable to be burned. Pour this freely on 
the surface, apply sterilised gauze and eaturate that, then a layer of 
absorbent cotton, and soak that with the oil. When the burn covers 
a large surface, expose and diese a small area at a time. When a 
man's clothing is on бге, thiow him down and roll him over to ex- 
tinguish the flame, or wrap him in a blanket, or eome woollen 
material, and press the burning points from the outside. 

If no oii is at band use a warm solution of baking soda in water; 
or use white of egg, or powdered starch, or toilet powder. 

When a burn is very extensive, and patient is iu a state of shock 
and grave danger, if there is a bath tub available, wrap bim in a 
sheet, clothes and all, and lower him into the bath tub, wbich should 
be filled with tepid water. He may be kept there many hours with 
his head above the water. This is the best method to relieve pain 
and to prevent tbe danger from shock. 

Burns from ammonia, lye, &c., should be bathed freely with water, 
then with vinegar and then with oil. 

Burns from vitriol or other acids should be washed with water, 
then a tolution of soda and lime water, mortar or chalk may be 
used; afterwards apply the oii. 

A fragment of lime in the eye sLould be washed out with water, 
and the eye bathed with a weak solution of vinegar or lemon juice. 


(To be concluded.) 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 
(FROM OUR JOHANNESBURG CORRESPONDENT) 


The Question of Telephone Trunk Lines.— The Cape Postmaster- 
General has reported on the cost of establishing telephone trunk 
lines between the more important towns of the colony. The matter 


has naturally cropped up many times during recent уєатв, but the 


heavy estimated outlay, and the inadequate possible return 
thereon, have stood in the way of development. It seems that 
experiments were not long since made with long-distance tele- 
phones over disengaged telegraph wires with some success, and 
these experiments are being continued. A deputation from the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce waited upon the Postmaster- 
General in connection with a trunk service between Capetown, 
Kimberley, Jobannesburg, and other important towns, when it was 
pointed out to them how large a capital expenditure would be in- 
volved in the construction of such lines. The cost of 1 mile of line 
of 35-16. poles with one metallic circuit would be approximately 
£234, using copper wire of 200 lbs. to the mile; whilst the cost of a 
trunk line to Johannesburg, vid Kimberley, would be about 
£225 800, or, if two circuits were erected, £257,650, the expenditure 
on poles and the chief labour and transport charges being prac- 
tically the same in each case. If these circuits were to be worked 
to their fullest capacity, that is to say, ten calls an hour for eight 
hours a day for five and a half days a week per circuit, the cost per 
conversation would have to be 18s. for the one circuil-line, or. 
10s. 2d. for the two-circuit line, to cover the bare cost of main- 
tenance and 4 per cent. on capital. Sir William Preece, the 
consultiog engineer of the department, stated:—“In England 
we used 800 lbs. per mile for our main trunke, ahd I could not 
advise you to use less in your Johannesburg circuit of 1,200 miles 
length. Our speaking in,England is far superior to that in the 
United States because they have cut the weight of copper wire. 
We find that we get between 70 and 75 talks a day between London 
and Glasgow, but this is limited by the peculiar hours of business 
in England. The bulk of work is between 10 a.m. and 12 noon, 

and between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., and the whole day's work is less 

than four hours. Your hours of business may be different and 

better distributed. A talk laste three minutes.” The Postmaster- 

General says that with copper at £65 a ton in England, the cost of 

a line to Johannesburg with one circuit, using copper wire at 
800 lbs. to the mile, would be increased by some £183,000, or with 

two circuits £366,000—that is to say, tbe total cost would be, 

approximately, 4480, 800 and £623,650 respectively—and that the 

rate per conversation would have to be proportionately increased to 

cover bare expenses, even if the line were worked at ite full 

capacity. “It is possible that improved forms of apparatus may be 

introduced which will render it practicable to work over long dis- 

tances with less costly lines, and my attention will constantly be 

given to this point, and I shall, further, not lose eight of the neces- 

sity for the colonial system keeping pace with progress elsewhere. 

In the meantime steps are being en to bring into а thorough 

state of efficiency all local exchanges, in anticipation of the time 

when my c«flicers can seriously take in hand the question of trunk 

connections. "There is practically nothing to prevent the joining of 

towns nearly situated to one another, and some of these connections 
wil be undertaken directly funds, material and the necessary 

trained employ сз are available." 

Johannesburg Tramway Tenders.—Some discussion arose, it will 
be remembered, some months ago when the tender of the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Co. was before the Johannesburg Council for 
acceptance with certain foreign rails as part of the proposal. It is 
now understood that for some unexplained reason the Brush Co. 
have withdrawn their tender for materials for the construction of 


the permanent way of the new electric tramways in Johannesburg. 
and fresh tenders are being invited by the Town Council. * It is to 
be hoped," says a South African paper, “ Шаб British firms will 
profit by the discussion which took place when the original tenders 
were under consideration.” 

Harrismith Electric Liyhting.—£19,000 is to be spent upon the 
electric lighting scheme, and a loan for this and certain other public 
works is now to be raised. 

Electricol Cranes at Cape Town.—The se. Highland Corrie, uow in 
port, was the first vessel to be discharged at Cape Town by the new 
installation of electric oranes for working cargoes. 

Pretoria Electric Lighting. —There is some grumbling about the 
electric lighting company's charge of 1s. 9d. per unit, it being called 
“ freebooting rather than fair trading.” There are those who 
declare tbat 7d. is sufficient, considering the price of coal. It is 
said that the temporary Commission at present administrating the 
affairs of the town is negotiating with the company for a reduction 
ia the price of light, in return for which the company are permitted 
to provide power for and take over the administration of the muni- 
cipal tramway system. 


THE CRITICAL SPEED OF STEAM 
TURBINES. 


IN a letter to the Street Railwoy Journal, Herr Franz sur Nedden, 
of Berlip, refers to the great difficulties which the dynamo builder 
encounters when designing generators for use in connection with 
steam turbines. ''These difficulties occur in arranging the gene- 
rators for tbe peripheral speeds (1,500 r.p.m. to 3,060 r.p.m. and 
higher) which must be used in turbine construction for the sake of 
steam economy, and the necessity for direct-coupling the generator 
to the turbine shaft. The latter difficulty can hardly be avoided in 
large unite, as all methods of speed reduction at bigh speeds are 
either unpractical at all or give too low an efficiency. On account 
of the necessity for high speeds of the rotating parts of the 
generator, centrifugal forces enter of a hitherto unknown magni- 
tude. By using material of sufficient strength, however, a reason- 
able degree of safety may be obtained even at these high speeds, 
but there is another difficulty which must be overcome. It will 
seldom or never be possible to locate the centre of gravity of the 
rotating pait in the centre of the shaft with mathematical exactness 
even with the most careful balancing. On account of this eccen- 
tricity of the revolving masses the resulting centrifugal force tends 
to bend the shaft. This bending increases with the speed of 
rotation and the eccentricity of the centre of gravity. In general 
this condition may be met by using a sufficiently strong sbaft, and 
it does not become dangerous until the so-called “‘ critical speed " is 
reached. As the flexure of the shaft increases with the centrifugal 
forces impressed upon it, and as the centrifugal force increases with 
the flexure, the bending tends to increase toward infinity, that is, 
unti] the sbaft is broken. 

“The following is a simple formula for finding the required 
number of revolutions (n) for breaking or infinite speed :— 


n = 300 № 1, 


in which 4 stands for the flexure of the shaft (expressed in cm.), 


. caused by the weight of the rotor. 


“To attain sufficient safety the dynamo constructor must only use 
one-half of the value given, that is, the actual speed must be 
< 05n,. 

“From this the great importance will be seen of a method of 
quickly finding the critical speed value up to a certain degree. 
This method consists in the exact balancing of the rotors, and this 
latter is a point which is often not given enough care. 

* The following requirements for balaucing will be found satisfac- 


tory :— 

“1. That the complete mounted rotor should be supported at the 
journal bearings and not at any other points when being balanced. 

" 2. That the rotor be supported at the bearings on cylindrical 
surfaces, which are cut with absolute exactness in order that there 
shall be no unevenness of surfaces which would introduce errors 
when testing. 

“3. That the shaft be revolved between stationary pointe. 

"4. That the rails for the support of the testing apparatus be 
placed throughout their entire length on foundations which are free 
from vibration. 

“By following these requirements it is possible to reduce the 
radius of gyration to 1/300 mm. There is, however, a certain 
element of danger in the armatures of dynamos. Assuming that 
the apparatus is mounted correctly, yet owing to the great centri- 
fugal force the shifting of & winding now and then can hardly be 
avoided. Thir, of course, will shift the centre of gravity, which 
shifting may easily have important effects on the armature. Asa 
matter of fact, in spite of the most careful selection of the proper 
running speed in comparison with the critical speed, nearly all 
wire-wound armatures will give trouble. This is particularly true 
with direct-current machines, which, in addition to an armature, 
also have a commutator as a rotating element. 

„The following methods are suggested for safely running high- 
speed turbo-generators :— 

1. Secure greatest possible difference between the actual running 
speed and the critical speed. 

“2. Use alternators in preference to direct-current machines 
whenever possible, or better still— 

“3. Use non-synchronous generators. 
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"^ This latter machine possesses the advantage of having an arma- 
ture carrying absolutely no wire. In fact, this form permits the 
use of speeds up to 3,000 r.p.m. and 4,000 r.p m. In the Moabite 
central station of the Berlin Electricity Works there has been 
running for өсусга| months a non-synchronous 1,800-H.P. turbo- 
generator giving wattless current, and it has given no trouble in the 
direction mentioned." 


DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


A MaxiM Aro LAMP. 


Тнв Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co, Ltd., manu- 
facturers of the Maxim” incandescent lamp, have brought out an 
enclosed arc lamp, which is the cutoome of long experience both in 
the manufacture and actual working of arc lamps. 

One of the ichief features of the lamp is that the electrical con- 
nection to the top carbon holder, instead of depending on rubbing 
contact3—which, up till now, have been generally used in enclosed 
lamps, and are liable to cause bad connection and burning of contacts 
—consists of a piece of very flexible copper tape, which is secured 
to the carbon holder at one end and to the top of the Jampat the other, 
the slack being taken up by a emall weight and pulley which moves 
up and down inside the tube. By this arrangement the connection 
is absolute and the freedom of the movement of the carbon and 
carbon holder is not interfered with. 

The arc being controlled by solenoids, a definite potential is 
maintained across it, and, therefore, a definite candle-power 
and definite current consumption are obtained. When 


* Ета. 2. 
Maxm Arc LAMP. 


first switched on the lamps attain their maximum  candle- 
power immediately, without any pumping whatever, and 
remain steadily burning, and giving the same light until switched 
off, whether indoors or out, and irrespective of climatic 
changes. 

The lamps have self-contained line resistances and choking coils 
mounted immediately underneath the crown, and the heat generated 
passes out between the crown and cover instead of through the 
mechanism of the lamp. All lamps to burn in series of 280 volte 
and upwards, have also a self-contained automatic cut-out and sub- 
stitational resistance in order to protect the shunt solenoids of any 
lamp that may run short of carbon or cease working from any 
cause. A great saving is thus attained in erecting, as no separate 
cut-outs and resistances are ne A 

A special arrangement for the suspension of the solenoids and 
cores is attached to the alternating current lamps by which the 
noise, when burning, is reduced to practically nil. 

The overall length of the lamps for ordinary running is 24 in., 
and that of the lamps containing a self-contained cut-out and sub- 
stitutional resistance 27 in. A full description of the lamp, together 


with a good deal of other information respecting installing and so 
on, is given in Section A of the company’s catalogue just published. 
The accompanying illustration shows the interior of a series D.C. 
lamp for working two in series on 100—230 volts, 


Ввовн LAMPS AND Firrinas. 


The enterprise of the Brash Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd, is 
once more evidenced in the preparations they have jast made for 
meeting business in incandescent lamps and fittings, Their bulletin 
Nc. 4 is specially devoted to this department, and it is a production 
the excellence of whose arrangement and illustrations would be 
hard to beat in point of attractiveness. The Brash- Vienna lamps, 
which we read have been in use for over twenty years, are shown 
and priced, a code word being also given for each item ; high and low 
voltage types, plain and fancy globes, traction lamps; various 


‘designs of fittings for churches, theatres, public buildings and 


residential premises, also for shop window, ship and factory 
lighting. For electric tramcar work there are various roof-lighta, 
head-lighte, &c., shown. A number of both interior and exterior 
views are given, showing large premises which have been installed 
with Brush lighting, and indicating the unobtrusive nature of the 
lamps and fittings. A line to Victoria Won ks, Belvedere Road, 
S. E., will be sufficient to bring one of these lists to anyone 
interested in the electrical installation business or the supply 
trade. 
A Drury ГАМЕ SBOWHOOM. 


Messrs. Evered & Co, Ltd, have a quite imposing showing 
of fittings of all kinds, including some exceptionally attractive 
specimens. Everything is of British manufacture, being turned 
out at the extensive factries at Smethwick and  Birming- 
ham, with the single exception of a beautifully-arranged show- 
case of French style bronze and other figare standards. 
In passing through the showrooms a practical instance of the 
necessity for the adoption of some form or other of protection 
in connection with certain branches of industry was pointed out. 


Fig. 4. 


Fig. 5. 


Fic. 3. 


EVERED FITTINGS. 


Some exquisite specimens of original Evered desigus of hammered 
copper work have been copied by foreign firms, who send 
their products to this country to sell at a lower price than the 
English manufacturer is prepared to place his upon the market. 
Any visitor to these showrooms, which cover a very wide area in 
Drury Lane, will find huudreds of new designs which have been 
produced by Messrs. Evered's artists and metal-workers in 
readiness for the season. The accompanying illustrations give a 
few examples of some of the attractive styles; but in a land of 
such plenty it is not the easiest task to know which have more 
genuine merit. The firm's book of dosigns consiste of some 204 
pages, and is divided off into three sections:—(1) Finished brass; 
(2) French and antique ; (3) wrought-iron. In each of these sections 
are many varieties, more or less elaborate, to suit all tastes, of 
brackets, electroliers, pendant fittings, table and counter pillars, 
and soon. Fig. 1 shows a neat reflecting ceiling fitting, which is 
supplied in either polished brass antique copper, or silver 
antique, for thrce or five lights; measuring across the metal band it 
is 16 in.; the opalescent glass dish is very effective in producing a 
softened illumination. Fig. 2 shows a double-arm bracket made in 
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polished brass and silver antique. An electrolier, which is made of 
a similar material and finish is represented by fig. 3; it can be made 


for three, four or five lights, and either with or without drop ends and „ 


opalescent glass. Fig. 4 is a specimen bracket from the wrought-iron 
section, while fig. 5 will, we believe, be regarded as a most pleasing 
table standard, showing how effectively the opalescent reflector 
or globe may be employed. Over-all this standard measures 19 in. 
We may add that Messrs. Evered have just ready to place before 
the electrical trade a new fuse giving а 24-in. break; it is known as 
their No. X 1,224, and particulars will be forthcoming very shortly. 


FALE, BrADELMANN & Co. 


Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., by reason of the extensive 
additions to their premises which were referred to in our columns 
some time ago, are able to set apart a very roomy ground floor 
department fronting on Farringdon Road, E.C., exclusively for the 

of exhibiting their many varieties of electrical fittings and 
telephone instruments. Their gas and oil departments have like- 
wise their own separate rooms. Ina few weeks the electrical 
department will have its new season's catalogue completed ready 
for circulation, but a hurried tour of the showrooms revealed many 
new designs of all classes and finishes, for cord, chain and rod 
suspension. One feature of the latest work is a cheap range of 
wrought-iron shaded lights for dining rooms, billiard rooms, and so 
on; a further special line is shop-lighting fittings with wide-spreading 
arms ; other designs of domestic fittings are in polished brass, &c., but 
hammered iron and copper devices of artistic merit are numerous. We 
understand that all of the electric fittings shown are of Birmingham 
manufacture. Those who are interested in the electrical con- 
tracting business will be courteously shown round by members of 
the staff if they call. Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann issued, a 


Fig. 1. 


FALE, STADELMANN'S NEw FrrTINGS. 


month or two ago, & new catalogue (No. 168) in which they 
illustrate a few of their lines of statuettes, wall decorations, &c., 
which are held in stock, including & range of portable standards and 
other pieces in the new art pewter, which harmonise with the style 
of decoration prevailing at the moment. Among their more attrac- 
tive specialities for hall lighting, are lanterns with porcelain inlays. 
Fig. 1 shows a neat new design of bracket; figs. 2 and 3 represent 
the same fitting in both cases, but adapted to take the lamp or 
lamp and shade in different ways, according to the choice of the pur- 
chaser. The firm's telephonic apparatus is also well shown, in- 
cluding numerous intercommunication sete, the Domestiphone ” 
wall instrument, the “ Logophone" drawing-room-kitchen commu- 
nicator (& very cheap line, which is about to be placed upon the 
market), hand combination instruments whose receiver can be left 
off without exhausting the batteries, portable sets for military pur- 
poses, Kellog telephone instruments, and so forth. 


SPECIAL FrTTINGS Work. 


Mesars. Hart, Son & Peard, of Charing Cross Road, W.C., who are 
specialists in the domain of art mets] working, although devoting 
themselves very largely to ecclesiastical and general decorative devices 
for theatres, country houses, for which special designs have to be con- 
ceived, aleo lay themselves out for electric lighting fittings for 
which high class work is required. A number of excellent speci- 
mens are on view in their showrooms, A good deal of their work 
up to the present, we believe, has consisted in the elaboration of 
complete designs of electrical fittings from start to finish. To. put 
it briefly, a mansion is handed over to their care, and after investi- 
gating in a searching manner the requirements of the surroundings 
with which their work has to be brought into harmony, they see the 
thing through, the fittings beiug made at their manufactories at 
Grosvenor Works, Birmingham. Special designs and patterns are 
thus produced which possibly will never be used again in any other 
building. The firm does not, however, dévote itself exclusively to 
this very special work, as consulting engineers and architects may 
Bee by visiting the showrooms. 

(To be continued.) 


Telephones on Trains.—The Highland Railway Co. 
announces that arrangements for telephonic communication 
between trains and stations on the line have been completed. 


4 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


The Miller Signalling System.—On September 23rd. 
24th and 25th, at the Hotel de Flandres, Brussels, the chairman of 
the British Miller Signal Syndicate, Ltd., Mr. Morrison, and Mr. 
Jackson, a director, together with Mr. Miller and their consulting 
engineer on the Continent, Mr. Douglas Wells, M. I. E. E., of Brussel s, 
exhibited a full-sized model of the Miller system in the presence of 
leading railway officials. Mr. Weissenbruch, engineer-in-chief of 
the signal department of the Belgian State Railway, recently ca ne 
to England to report for his Government on the Miller system at 
work at Woodhead on the Great Central Railway ; owing to his 
visit it was thought advisable that the heads of the Belgian State 
Railways’ Department should see a working model. It is under- 
stood that the New York Central Railway, after one year’s trial, 
has accepted the Miller system, 


Trade Announcements,— Messrs. Engelbert & Co. 
have removed their head offices from 44—47, Bishopsgate Stre et, 
to 119—125, Finsbury Pavement, Е.С. 

The Brockelbank Automatic Coupling Syndicate, of 35, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C., has appointed Mr. Douglas Wells, M. I. E. E., 
of Brussels, to be its consalting engineer. Mr. Wells and Mr. 
Brockelbank have lately visited Berlin, Paris and Amsterdam, 
placing a model of the coupling before leading railway engineers. 

Messrs. Wimshuret, Hollick & Co., Ltd., of 11—12, Clements 
Lane, E.C , announce that on and after October 9th all communica- 
tions are to be addressed to them at South Fambridge, near Roch- 
ford, Essex, the head office and works of the company. The London 
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office will be removed to 90, Cannon Street, E. C., from the same 
date, and the new telephone number will be 937 Bank.” 

The business hitherto carried on by Mr. F. H. Headley, of 
Truro, as an electrical engineer, contractor and manufacturer, will 
in future be carried on under the name of “ Headley, Ltd.” 

Mr. P. B. Coulston, of Blackpool, has been appointed district 
manager at the Manchester office of the Brush Electrical Engineer- 
ing Co., of Loughborough. ` 

The change of address of the following companies from Surrey 
House, Victoria Embankment, W.C., to Donington House, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, W.C., is announced :— 


Banbury and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 

County of Durham Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 
Sheerness and District Electric Power and Traction Co., Ltd. 
County of Northampton Electric Power and Traction Co., Ltd. 
County of Surrey Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 
Lewes and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 

North Metropolitan Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 
Penarth Electrio Lighting Co., Ltd. 

Thames Valley Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 
Weston-super-Mare and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 
County of Durham Electric Power Supply Co., Ltd. 

North Metropolitan Eleotrio Power Sapply Co. 


Football.—A match between Veritys’ Athletic Club and 
General Electric Co., was played on Saturday last on Veritys’ 
ground at Manor Farm, Highgate, and resulted in a victory for the 
G.E.C. team by 5 goalsto 1. The match was the opening one of 
the newly-formed Veritys’ Athletic Club. From the start it was 
evident that the better combination enjoyed by the General team 
gave them an immense advantage, in fact, tothis was due their very 
creditable victory. It was pleasing to note that the greatest friend- 
ship prevailed throughout the game, and no doubt, as time goes on, 
and Veritys settle into their form, we shall sce a most interesting 
game in the return match on February 6th next. 


Books Received.—* Etat Actuel du Labourage Elec- 
trique,” by Emile Guarini. Paris: Le Génie Civil, 1903. 

"McGauran and Jenvey's Differential Diplex System of Tele- 
graphy,” by H. W. Jenvey. Melbourne: Telegraph Post Office, 
G.P.O., 1903. 

" Annual Report of the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical 
College for 1903." Glasgow: The G. & W. 8. T. College. 

“Royal Technical Institute, Salford, Calendar for the Eighth 
Session, 1903-4.” 
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Electrical Wares Exported. 


Win ENDING Ост. 7TH, 1902. Warr mms Ост. бтн, 1903. 
Adelaide .. Value £122 Adelaide ee . Value £84 
Alexandria .. i .. 650 Amsterdam .. ке ie ee 5 
Auckland .. a ae РЕЗ 96 Antwerp. Elec. fuse .. .. 880 
Beira. Teleg. mat. oe .. ) 1€9 Bombay  .. 25 - ee 121 
Bergen. Teleg.cable .. . 968 Brisbane. Teleg. mat. .. © 83 
Bombay... sx se as B4 T Teleph. cable 586 
Calcutta ds 905 T 67 Buenos Ayres t s .. 196 
n Teleg. wire .. ut 58 js Teleg. cable. 200 
Cape Town .. 2s ss .. 873 | Caleutta .. _.. „ 486 
12 Teleg. cable .. 8,039 as Teleg. mat. .. 500 
Christiania. Teleg. wire ve 26 Callao. Teleg. cable 5,878 
Colombo .. S m . 218 Cape Town .. se $e oe 364 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire. 120 Colombo .. i ss 20 
- Va “+ ee 355 Delagoa Bay 22 y . 1,568 
East London EN a 061 | 5 Teleg. mat. . 395 
Flushing ee ee ee ea 69 | Durban ee ee ee ee 8,689 
Hamborg. Teleg. mat... .. 800 | „ Teleg. ma. ,. 693 
Hong Kong oa es 41 Gibral е sé T s 20 
Lisbon. x $5 ed .. 100 m eleg. mat. . 114 
Melbourne .. «s s de 72 Hamburg. Teleg. mat. .. 820 
Odessa. Teleg.spparatus  .. 36 Hong Kong.. 24 a ^ 27 
Penang. Teleg.cable ... .. 242 Lyttleton .. se Me .. 846 
Pertn.. E $2 se es 42 Madras z i + 182 
Rio de Janeiro .. .. .. $8 Malta... . 99 
San Francisco. Teleg. cable 360,000 Melbourne. ee 8 we 71 
Shanghai es we .. 116 8 Teleg. mat. . . 2,010 
Singapore : ae æ. 6 Monte Video - ks S B2 
Fydney ea e a . 219 Nagasaki .. ee 56 
Wellington .. és ks ss 13 Penang еа 18 
x ert ee ee es ee 412 
Port Elizabeth  .. ee . . 117 
Rio Janeiro. ө ee .. 206 
- Teleg. mat. oe 235. 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat 22 
St. Petersburg... š .. 600 
» Teleg. cable .. 48 
Bantos ee a Е - 20 
Shanghai .. E sei .. 1,277 
Singapore .. PES - в 61 
ES Teleg. mat. .. m 57 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire n 18 
Sydney ees es es ee 284 
„ Cable 2,080 
* Teleg. mat . 964 
Trinida ee ee es ees 18 
Valparaiso .. s% ee .. 215 
Vera Cruz .. ve i» as 89 
is Eleo. cable.. . . 2,864 
Wellington Vs ie . . 8,429 
эз Teleg. mat. . 188 
Winni ee ae ee ee 40 
Total ee £968,888 Total . . £80,967 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Colombo. Elec. light mat. Value £16 East London. Elec. lamps Value £55 
Durban. Elec. goods -. 80 Naples. Elec. goods oe 15 
Gothenburg. Elec. apparatus.. 4l 

Sydney. Elec. goods es 60 


Bantos. Elec. mat. EN is 86 
Wellington. Teleph. mat. .. I,858 


$5 Elec. lamps Ws 65 
Wellington. Elec. goods ee 88 
Total .. £2560 Total .. £1,464 


Blondel-Carpentier Hysteresimeter.—The new instru- 


ment devised by MM. Blondel and Carpentier for the measurement* 


of hystereeis is an apparatus which is intended for industrial use, 
and which requires no special skill in manipulation. It enables 
the relative values of iron samples to be estimated within about 
5 per cent. 

The principal part is a permanent magnet of U-shape, the legs of 
which are vertically disposed, and which can be continuously 
rotated upon its axis. This magnet rests upon a collar, and is 


guided at the top by three rollers bearing against the periphery ofa 
ring securely fixed to the magnet. The pivot is surmounted by a 
small disc to which is applied a copper roller, driven by a crank 
which is rotated by hand. 

The sample to be tested is placed upon a brass support which fits 
on a vertical spindle; the latter rests at its lower end in a collar, 
while its upper end is guided in a bush fixed in the middle of the 
glass cover of the instrument. The sample thus mounted is free to 
rotate with the spindle, but the whole is controlled by a helicoidal 


spring. 
When the magnet rotates, the induction undergone by the sample 
is displaced in its substance and hysteresis is manifested by an 


` 


effect similar to that of friction. Hence the sample is rotated, 
twisting the spring until equilibrium is attained between the 
opposing couples. The deflecting couple is independent of the 
speed of rotation. The energy abeorbed by hysteresis per revolu- 
tion is therefore constant, and is measured by the angle read upon 
the instrument, multiplied by a constant. 


Single-phase A.C. Motor.— We give herewith an 
illustration of a new type of single-phase motor, which is being 
made by Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., of Hollinwood, under the Sobiiler- 
Ferranti patent. The motor is of the semi-enclosed type, and is 
self-starting; the stator is of the usual type, with former-wound 
coils, in a circular cast-iron frame. The rotor differs from the ordi- 
nary type in that it is provided with a commutator at one end and 
slip rings at the other; the brushes bearing on the commutator are 
short-circuited by means of a copper ring, while those on the slip 


BcHuLEBR-FEBBANTI SrxGLE-PHASB MOTOR. 


rings are connected with a starting resistance. As soon as the cur- 
rent is switched on the motor starts running; the starting resistance 


is then gradually cut out, until the motor is running at full speed. 
The motor runs without spsrking at the commutator—which, 
moreover, under normal running conditions, carries no current, and 
the direction of rotation can be reversed by means of a change-over 
switch. It is stated that the motor has a high efficiency and power 
factor, and can be built for low and moderate speeds; but ita 
special feature is, of course, its ability to start with a low current. 
It is claimed that the motor will run up to speed on no load with 
only one-third of the full-load current; that it will start against 
the full load, giving 14 times full-load torque, without exceeding 


JT 
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STARTING TORQUB AND CURRENT OP MOTOR. 


the full-load current; and that it can be arranged to give double the 
full-load torque at starting with only 14 times the normal full-load 
current, It is also guaranteed to withstand an overload of 50 per 
cent. for five minutes. The motor is therefore suitable for driving 
lifta, cranes, &c., which require a large effort at starting, such as 
cannot be obtained from the ordinary single-phase motor. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Milner's patent universal speed 
indicator which is just being put upon the market by the 
GENERAL EveEctsrio Co. is described іп a new leaflet just issued. 
It is claimed to be simple in design, and reliable in its method of 
working. Its great feature, however, is the fact that it can be used 
in any position, and that it will register equally accurately in either 
direction of running, and the dial can be turned in any position, 
both of these advantages being obtained without any disconnection 
or readjustment. It is based on pneumatic principles, and has no 
wearing parte, the needle and balancing being set in jewels. 
There is no mechanical connection between the: driving and 
indicating portion, so that & perfectly steady needle is obtained, 
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When the indicator is once adjusted, it will remain constant; it 
can be calibrated to suit any speed, and is quite free from magnetic 
influence. It has been tested and used already by leading 
engineers, who are highly eatisüed with its working. Owing 
to its reliability and sensitiveness and the ease with which it 
can be fixed in any position, it can be used wherever it is neces 

to know the number of revolutions of any machinery. 

A pamphlet has been issued by the BRITISH INSULATED AND HELSBY 
CABLES, Lrp., describing, with the aid of photographic aud line 
illustrations, the Harison patent automatic signal system, which is 
adaptable for tramways, light railways, and tube railways The 
company are the sole makers of the apparatus, which is already used at 
Portsmouth, Batley, Wallasey, and other places. A description 
appeared in the ELTOTI CAL Review for June 13th, 1902. 

The В.Т.Н. Co., of Rugby, has issued two new pamphlets, pre- 
pared in its accustomed style; No. 151 describing the Thomson 
polyphase recording wattmeters, and No. 152, detailing several 
styles of the G.E. type tramway motors. 

Several leaflets have just been issued by Mxssss. Lz CARBONE of 
Water Lane, Great Tower Street, E.C., describing some different 
kinds of new cells and parts therefor. Oe is known as the 
* Carbi " sack-type cell (Basson patent), with special depolariser ; 
it is said to be particularly well adapted for telegraphy, telephony, 
bells, signals, and all intermittent work. It is alleged that the size 
made for the No. 2 ordivary porous pot glass jar will outlast three 
of the ordinary porous pots, with greatly lessened zinc consumption. 
The special depolariser of the Carbi cell ensures that no crystals 


shall form on the zinc; the sacks fit the three regular sizes of 


Leclanché-type glass jars. Another list details the Carbi ignition 
cell for stationary gas and petroleum motor work. The positive 
element is sinc, the excitant is an ordinary sal ammoniac solution, 
and the negative element is carbon enclosed in a canvas bag. Та 
the bag around the carbon is packed a epe^ial depolariser. The sack 
is provided with a cover, which projects beyond the rim of the con- 
taining glass jar, and effectually prevents evaporation 6f the 
electrolyte. А third circular shows the Carbi sack cell of the 
hermetically sealed type, with octagonal and square glass jars for 
testing electro-medical, ignition and alarm work. Porous carbon 
cella, Star agglomerate blocks, corbon-headed plates, dynamo and 
motor brushes are dea't with in other lists, 

As already stated in опг issue of 18th inst., the fase business of 
Messrs. W. MacpoNALD & Co. has been converted into a limited 
liability company under the title of the British Electric 
Oalibrated Fuse Oo., L‘d. Mr. W. Macdonald and Mr. G. E. Heyl- 
Dia are permanent co-directors. The compauy has now prepared 
and issued a catalogus of electrical fuses embracing numerous types, 
aud the aim has been to turn out every type of fuse to operate 
faithfully to its certified rating. A special fuse wire which has been 
termed Pyrotin' has been introduced, whose special properties are 
claimed to be a high-metallic lustre, and that it is clean, smooth, and 
free from scaling or cracking, which, in the case of ordinary tin 
wire, gives it au urcertain fusing point. The contents of the list 
are Pyrotin and pyro-copper tested fuse wire, open-type multiple- 
ga liaks, calibrated fuse strip, enclosed fuses, a fuse repair 

it, &c. 

Messrs JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, of Old Charlton, have just issued 
a new catalogue, No. J.B, in which they particularise, with a 
number of detailed drawings and photographs, their various 
designs of junction boxes, feeder boxes, switch pillars, and cable 
accessories of which they have accumulated a large number of 
designs and patterns during their very lengtby experience in this 
class of work. * 

The Lanapon-Daviges ErgcrRI0 Мотов Co., Lro, of 101, 
Southwark Street, S.E., place before the trade and power users 
generally full particulara of their motors and the uses to which 
they may be put, in a pamphlet and some loose sheets which have 
just come from the press. A small folding card gives a table of 
speeds, voltages, sizas aud prices of direct-current protected motors, 
ranging from ў B H.P. to 13 B H.P ; another card similarly arranges 
the prices aud speeds of standard pattern single-phase alternate- 
current motors of from à to 35 BHP ; and a third gives like details 
of two-phase motors (50 ~ ) of standard and sl»w-speed types. In 
the 40-pp pamphlet the Langdon-Davies motor, its construction, 
uses, advantages over the small gas engine, performances under 
test, and so forth are gone into somewhat fully. An imposing list 
of the public supply circuits on which the motors are at work, and 
many pictures showing the manner of their application to driving 
machinery are included in the catalogue. Some data which may be 
useful in deciding the user of other forms of energy to changa over 
to electricity consists of a list of examples showing the cost per 
week of running small machines by Langdon-Davies motors. The 
costs have been calculated ор the basis of a working week of 54 
hours, reckoning, generally speaking, the charge per unit as 2d. 

Messrs. HoLpEN & BROOKE Lrp., whose supply of new lists of 
late may be regarded as evidence of increased enterprise and push, 
wbich it is gratifying to note with auy firm at any time, have 
brought out a list, No. 58, placing before the steam- iser What we 
Make,” in the direction of steam appliances. Their specialities, 
Buch as injectors, ejectors, grease separators, feed, heating and 
other kindred apparatus, hardly need further enumeration, but a 
copy of this list will be sent to anyone who chooses to ask for it. 

Tho PERMIOL MANUFACTURING Co, Lro., of Oroft Street works, 
Pendleton, Manchester, are introducing a new paint for outside 
work. It is called Permiol,“ and does not contain any lead or 
zinc or other poison, such as is generally embodied in other paints; 
being 50 per cent. lighter, volume for volume, any given weight or 
quantity will cover a much greater surface than ordinary paint. 
It is claimed to possess special protective qualitios against the 
more actively disintegrating agouts, for all outdoor metal and 
woodwork gud exposed metal osiructures, inolnding trolley 
poles, &, | 7 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—On the petition of 
the American Electrical Novelty and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., the 
County Court of Lancashire, on September 18th, ordered that the 
voluntary winding-up ot the Patent Exploitation, Ltd, be con- 
tinued, subject to the supervision of the Court. Mr. W. H. Beeston 
retired from the office of liquidator, and Mr. J. M Wade, of 5, 
Fenwick Street, Liverpool, was appointed in his stead. 

Messrs. W. A. Mathew and H. R. Wilding (W. A. Mathew & C»., 
motor, electrical and general engineers, High Street, B:ckenham) 
have dissolved partnership. Mr. Mathew attends to debts. 

The Renewable Electric Lamp Co., Ltd., of Brunswick Work, 
Brunswick Place, City Road, N, is to be wound up voluntarily. 
Mr. D. L. Ohalmers, of Vron House, Llangollen, was appointed 
liquidator on Ssptember 22nd. : 


Tramway Contracts.— Messrs. Edgar Allen & Co., Ltd., 
of Sheffield, have secured, through the contractor, Mr. George Law. 
of Kidderminster, the contract for the supply of the whole of the 
cast-steel points and crossings and special work required in the 
reconstruction of the Gloucester Corporation tramways. They have 


also secured, through the contractors, Messrs. William Griffiths and 


Co., Ltd., the contract for points and crossings and special work 
for the Worcester Corporation Tramwsys, and from the British 
Electric Traction Co., Ltd., the contract for poiats and crossings 
and special work for the reconstruction of the Birmingham and 
Midland Tramways All the Worcester and Birmingham aud 
Midland points are fitted with Allen's Imperial manganese steel 
{опро зв. 


For Sale.—The business of the Dudley Art Metal Co., 
Ltd. (in liquidation), of Dudley, is being offered for sale as a going 
concern. А 

Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Со. will shortly offer for sale by 
auction the modern machine tools, stores and effects of the Castle 
Works, Northfleet. 


American Electrical Exports.— The value of the elec- 
trical machinery exported from the United States during the seven 
months ending with July last is returned at only £627,933, as com- 
pared with £667,544 in the correspondiag period of last year. On 
the other hand, the exports of electrical apparatus increased from 
£425,177 in the first seven months of 1902 to £477,093 in the seven 
months ending with July last. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 
Accrington.— The T.C. has received from the L. G. B. 


sanction for a loan of £550 for the purchase of additional machinery 
for the electricity works. 


Ashford (Kent).—The U.D.C. has received notices from 
Messrs. Pressland & Fippard, and the Hiram Maxim Electric and 
Engineering Co., Ltd., to the effect that they intend to apply for 
prov. orders for supplying electricity in the town. The Council is 
negotiating with Messrs. Foote & Milne, and Messrs, Pressland and 
Fippard as to leasing the Council's order. 


Aston.—The Electric Power and Lighting Station in 
Chester Street was formally opened last week. The engine house is 
45 ft. wide, and at present 80 ft. long, bit with a view to exten- 
sions the end is a temporary iron one. There are three compound 
engines directly coupled to dynamos. Two of the engines sre of 
800 н.р. each, while the third is of 400 E.., making a total of 
2,000 н.р. The dynamos are of 1,250 kw. The power house is so 
arranged that extensions may be made with a minimum of incon- 
venience. The boiler house contains three pairs of tubular boilers. 
The Council have also sunk au artesian well, 300 ft. deep, for the 
provision of their own water supply. From this the water is raised 
by electrically-driven pumps to a storage tauk of 20,000 gallons 
capacity, which is on the roof of the building. 


Austria. — The Siemens-Schuckert Co. has secured a 
contract for a large electric lighting and power transmission plant 
at the State Lime Works at Rudersdorf. 


Bolton.—Horwich has asked the T.C. to extend its E.L. 


mains to the town, and the matter is under consideration. 


Brazil.—H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, in describ- 
ing a short journey into the State of Minas Geraes, calls attention to 
a possible opportunity of establishing small electric plants in different 
localities for the production of ice, for the making of butter, and 
for electric light and power for small machinery ; also to the possi- 
bility of developing a demand for a light and suitable plough. 


Bridgend.—Some interesting points bave arisen as to 
the construction of certain clauses in the agreement between the 
Bridgend Council and the South Wales Electrical Power Distribu- 
tion Co. The agreement provides that the Council shall pay for 
electrical energy, 23d. per unit, plus id. for transformation, for 
50,000 units, and that the price per unit shall decrease according to 
a scale agreed upon, as the total amount of electricity taken in- 
creases. There is also a clause that when any similar body in the 
district obtains energy from the company at a lower rate the Council 
rata shall be similarly reduced. Some months ago the company 
voluntarily reduced the charge to 124. per unit, plas zd. for trans- 
formation, upon which terms it had recently agreed to supply the 
asylums, Within the urban district the oompauy had no right to 
supply energy for lighting purposes without the consent of the 
Counoil. Tho company, therefore, represented to tho Council that 
{6 would lose several largo power customers, whom it had in view, 
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unless it were allowed to supply them with electricity for light- 
ing purposes as well as power. The Council gave consent, but it 
was conditional upon its being allowed the 14. which the com- 
pany charged for transforming the town supply. The general 
manager of the company contended that the Council should be 
satisfied with the reduction already granted. Councillor Thomas 
contended that the Council was entitled to the former reduction on 
the ground that it was a similar body to the Asylums Committee, 
and that the company would have no power to revert to the higher 
rate if the allowance of id. was insisted upon. It was resolved to 
demand the allowance. The reply of the company was an emphatic 
refusal, and the Council bas now decided to prohibit it from 
supplying light to any firms within its district. The next move 
of the company is being awaited with considerable interest. 


Brighton.—The T.C. has applied to the Steyning East, 
Steyning West and Newhaven R.U.C.’s for consent to the supply 
by the Corporation of electricity to consumers in parishes in the 
Couucil's areas. 


Brynmawr.—The U.D.C. bas decided to apply for a 
provisional order for supplying tne town with electric light. 


Carnarven.—At the meeting of the T.C. a communica- 
tion was submitted from Mr. A. Harper, engineer to the North 
Wales Power and Traction Co., Ltd., offering to provide the 
Corporation with a continuous electrical supply. The company 
were prepared to erect a distributing station within the borough, 
and to supply energy at a maximum rate of 31. per B. T. U. for both 
power and lighting, with suitable discount for power consumers. 
The company would convey its energy at its own expense to 
this station, aud deliver in buik at a voltage suitable for both lightiog 
and power, the distribution being undertaken by, and being the 
property of, the town. As an alternative proposal the company 
was prepared to undertake the distribution itself, and to deliver to 
the consumers’ terminals at a maximum rate of 4d. per B.T.U. for 
lighting, and 2d. per B.T.U. for power, in which case the order and 
the whole uddertaking would be the property of the company. 
The company was also prepared to give the necessary guarantees 
and sureties for the completion of the work, and to reserve to the 
Corporation a call for any power which might be required for tram- 
way purposes at a special rate. It was decided to obtain expert 
advice on the offer. 


Coventry.—The T.C. has decided to allow consumers an 
alternativ» uniform irate of 44d. per unit, and that consumers of 
energy for motive power who take more than 2,500 uoits per 
quarter be charged 12d. per unit up to, and 1d. per anit beyond that 
quantity. The electric light mains are to be extended at a cost of 
£970. 


Dublin.—A L. G. B. inquiry has been held into the appli- 
cation of the City Council for sanction to borrow £48,000 in con- 
nection with the central station, and £28 500 for electrical works in 
the Clontarf area. 


Dundee.—The Finance Committee of the T.C. has 
recommended the Council to apply to the Secretary of Scotland for 
additional borrowing powers to the extent of £74,000. 


Epsom. — The U.D.C. is applying to the L.G.B. for 
sanction to borrow £5,930 for electricity extensions during the next 
three years. It is explained that the loan will only be taken up as 
sume for mains, meters, &c., are required from time to time. 


France.—The Municipal Council of Lyons has prepared 
a plan for the electric lighting of the city. Itis proposed to instal 
159 arc lamps in the principal thoroughfares. 

The town of Besancon (Doubs) is preparei to receive applications 
for the establishment und working of an electric power installation at 
Besancon and Mouthier, the energy to be obtained from the falls of 
tbe River Loue. 


Friern Barnet.—The Board of Trade has consented to 
postpone the oonsideration of revoking the prov order granted 
to the U.D.C. until August 9th, 1904. | 


Finchley.—In the estimates adopted by the U.D.C. for 
the half-year to end March 3let next, the expenditure on the elec- 
tricity undertaking is put down at £1,204 9s. 11d., and the revenue 
£965. 


Hornsey.— 5,000 copies of a pamphlet giving the terms 
of electric supply for lighting and power are being printed for the 
B.C. for circulation in the district. 


Gateshead-on-Tgne,—The North-Eastern Railway Co. 
has now decided to substitute electricity for steam power for the 
driving of tbe whole of tre machinery contained in the company's 
locomotive works at Gatesbead-on-Tyne. The contract, which has 
just been placed, is one of the largest of the kind that has been 
made during recent years. Power will be supplied by the Tyneside 
Electrical Power Co. from their Neptune Bauk station. 


Glasgow.—Tbe T.C. has remitted back to the Com- 
mittee the latter's report, on the hiring out of motors, for further 
information. 


Greenock.—A discussion took place in the Parish 
Council on a proposal that Smithston Asylum und Poorhouse should 
be Jighted with electricity. The sub-committee agreed to ask the 
Corporation to forego tbe guarantee of a minimum payment of £300 
paler for 10 years on tho үке that the Parish 

ой would not generate electricity at &mithston for lighting 


p nor receive it from any other source during the same 
period. It wis agreed by the Council to hold the matter over for 
a month. 


Inverness.—At last a definite decision has been arrived 
at in connection with the proposal to introduce the electric light 
into the burgh. The offer of Messrs. Edmundson's Electricity 
Corporation has been accepted to work tke undertsking under 
a lease of the prov. order held by the town. It is anticipated tt at 
the proposed works will involve ап expenditure of about £25,000. 


Italy.—La Societa Italiana di Condotto d'Acqua di 
Milano has applied for а conces*ion to put down plant to utilise the 
water power of tbe River Ticino at Besale in the generation of elec- 
trical energy aad to. distribute the same for lighting and power 
purposes at Milan and Pavia. 


Lancaster.—The T.C. has decided to dispose of the old 
machinery at the E.L. works, with the exception of the balancer 
and overhead crane, to Mr. T. W. Ward, of Sheffield, for £1,150. 
The original value was between £5,000 and £6000.  . 


Leeds.—A IL. G. B. inquiry has been held respecting the 
Corporation's application for saaction to borrow £220,000 for 
electric lighting purposes. The town clerk stated that extensions 
of mains and motors would necessitate an expenditure of £70,000 
per annum during the next three year. 


London.—BrranaL GREEN. —At the B.C. meeting it 
was decided to apply to the L.C.C. for sanction to borrow £15,750 
for a site for an electricity generatiog station. 

WANDSWORTH —The B.C. has decided to ask the County of London 
and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Oo. to reduce their charges 
for lighting to a flat rate of 44d. per unit. 

WooLwicH.—The town clerk reported to the В.О. at the last 
meeting, that the Act giving Foot's Cray power to purchase energy in 
bulk from Woolwich, and permitting Woolwich to arrange with 
private con umers for assisted wiring, bad received the Royal Assent. 
When the Committee was able to estimate the number of persons: 
willing to avail themeelves of the special terms offered, a loan would 
b3 applied for. 

BERMONPSEY.—The B.C. has resolved to reduce the charges for 
power to the following scsle:—2d. per unit up to 10,000 units per 
annum, l2d. per unit between 10,000 and 20,000 units, 144. per 


unit between 20,000 and 30,000 units, for over 30.030 units a special 


rate. The cbairman cf the Electricity Committee said the previcus 
reduction had induced a large number of people to adopt the supply. 
Large consumers, however, still found gas the cheaper power, and 
16 was to meet this competition that the charges had now been 
further revised. 

Westminster —The Works Committee of the Westminster City 
Council has approved an agreement with the Cbaring Cross and 
Strand Electricity Supply Corporation for the extension of electric 
lighting in the Strand frum the Hotel Cecil to Temple Bar. 

PoPLAB.—The electrical engineer to the BC. reported having 
received applications for energy reprercaoting a total of 95 kw. As, 


. however, he warned the Committee that a serious risk would be run 


during the winter in coupling up new consumers without extension 
of the existing plant, it was resolved that under present circum- 
stances applications for premises not in the Isle of Dogs, should only 
be accepted, snd tben subject to the condition that energy shall not 
be taken between 4 p.m. and 10 am. during the three winter 
months. 

JSLINGTON.—At а recent BC meeting, four deputations from 
trades uuions were received, and protested against the recent reduc- 
tion of wages at tbe electric lighting station and the withdrawal of 
the extra pay for overtime. It was contended that it was impossible 
for private employers who adhered to the trade union rate of pay to 
compete with the Council, who paid less. Several Councillors con- 
tended, in the discussion that fullowed, that the regulations for the 
electric lighting workmen were strictly in accordance with the trade 
union scale. In the result, the whole matter was referred to a special 
committee. 

HAMMERSMITH.—The borough surveyor and tke electrical engi- 
neer have, in accordance with a resolution of the B.C., drawn up a 
joint report upon the proposed establishment of a dust destructor. 
Having examined the annual returns of six London municipal elec- 
tric light stations, three having the assistance of destructors and three 
with coal only, the following comparison showing tbe value 
of a dust destructor were obtsined:—Capital expenditure per 
kilowatt of non-destractor stations, £80; ditto, destructor stations, 
£118. The working costs of non-destructor stations is O 2d. per 
unit higher than the destructor stations, which upon 5,774,644 units 
(their total output) represents £4,895. The extra cost of the capital 
involved to effect that saving is apparently, at 5 per cent., £7,395, 
showing a net loss of £2,500 per annum as the result of combining 
dust destructors and electric light stations. It was true that in the 
adjoining borough of Fulham the resident engineer reports that the 
value of the fuelsaved was £2,260 per annum. This, however, 
would be turned into a loss of about £200 if a proper amount was 
set aside for the depreciation of the special plant. Finally, the 
Hammersmith engineers agree that barging is more economical at 
present, and that the refuse has not sufficient calorific value to 
justify the combination of a destructor with the electricity works. 
However, in view of the probability of the cost of cremation 
decreasing in the future, while the expense of barging is likely to 
jncrease, they recommend the Council to endeavour to acquire a 
guitable site for a destructor, 

MaRyLZznoNE.—Tho L. G. B. has informed tho L. C. C. that it 
has no alternative but to uphold the C, C. s decision, not to ranction 
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the borrowing of the amount by the B.C. necessary to purchase the 
Marylebone property of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. 
The B.C. has already taken the necessary steps for promoting a Bill 
in the ensuing session of Parliament to obtain the requisite bor- 
rowing powers. 


Longton.—The T.C. has declined to give consumers an 
alternative of a flat rate on the ground that such an alternative would 
only benefit short-hour consumers at the cost of long-hour consumere. 
The prices charged are :—8d. for the first hour per day, 5d. for two 
hours, 4d. for three hours, 34d. for four hours, and 3d. for six 
hours. 


Macclesfield—The T.C. has decided, by a majority of 
two, to refer the report recommending the adoption of Messrs. 
Crompton's scheme for electric lighting, back to the Committee. 


Reigate.— The T.C. has decided to extend the E.L. 


mains,'at a cost of £426. 


Rotherham.—A loan of £14,670 for E.L. purposes has 
been applied for by the T.O., and a clause for the hiring of motors 


is to be included in the Billto be promoted in the next session of 
Parliament. 


St.'Albans.—The T.C. has applied to the B. of T. for 
sanction to an agreement with the North Metropolitan Electric 
Power,Co.ifor the supply of electricity to the town. 


Spain.—Application has been made for a concession to 


supply energy for electric lighting purposes from the central 
station at Jrguela to the little towns of Almendros, Villarubbio and 
Saelices. 


Sunbury.—The Twickenham and Teddington Electric 
Supply Co. has offered to supply electricity to the U.D.O. for public 
lighting at a price not exceeding 24d. per unit, and to private 
consumers at 7d. for the first hour per day, and 3d. afterwards. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Birkenshaw.—A new branch line to Birkenshaw, in 
connection with the Bradford City tramways, has been completed. 
It leaves the main line from Bradford to Tong, at the junction of 
the Drighlington and Birkenshaw roads. The terminus of the 
B.E.T. Co.’s line to Cleckheaton is but a few yards distant from 
the Birkenshaw end of the new extension from Bradford, but as 
the gauges of the two systems differ there can be no interchange of 
traffic. 


Birmingham.— Mr. Baker has taken up his duties as 
tramway manager. He will first of all superintend the electrifica- 
tion of the Aston route, which may be completed by Christmas. 


Blaydon-on-Tyne.—At the last meeting of the U. D. C. 
it was stated that the Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation had pur- 
chased the Suspension Bridge at Scotswood, and it was understood 
that it was the intention of the Corporation to run a service of trams. 
to Blaydon. 


Bury and Heywood.—The tramway agreement which 
the Bury Corporation bad hoped to arrive at with the Heywood 
Corporation is at an end, Bury refusing to accept Hey wood's terms. 
The difference is mainly on two points, namely, ss to the number 
of years within which they should liquidate their obligations to the 
existing tramway company, and as to the method of paving the 
track. Alderman Sykes told the Bury Town Council at a meeting 
last week that he hoped the private company, which threatened 
legal proceedings, would "hurry up with their write." The Bury 
Tramway Committee were “itching to receive them.” 


Eastbourne.— The T.C. has informed the B. E. T. Со. 
that as a system of motor omnibuses has ,been inaugurated, there 
ів no necessity for electric trams, and that if they should be required 
the Corporation would provide its own aystem. 


Eccles,—By the construction of a new bridge over the 
the Bridgewater Canal, at Monton, shortly to be undertaken, the 
Eccles tramways can be continued from Monton Green во as to join 
the South Lancashire system in Worsley Road. This work is to be 
undertaken as soon as practicable. It is also proposed to connect 
these lines with those at Peel Green, so as to give a circular route 
to Eccles. 


France.— A project is on foot under the auspices of the 
general council of the department of the Vosges to construct a 
system of electric tramways at Epinal. 


Glasgow.—The sub-committee of the T.C. are considering 
the question of fitting top coverings to the cars. 

The T.C. is not to apply to Parliament in the next session for 
powers to make any further extensions. 


Huddersfield.— The merit system, by which new 
employés would have received stripes and a gradually increasing 
rate of wages, has been abandoned on account of objections raised 
by the meu, who preter that the maximum rate of wages should be 
paid at once instead of a smaller amount to begin with, and a 


larger amount when tbe highest number of stripes have been 
obtained. ; 


The offices at the steam tram depót in Great Northern Street, which 
has fallen into disuse, have been placed at the disposal of the 
employés, who have established a reading room and gymnasium, 
providing their own appliances. 

A deputation visited Huddersfield on Monday from the Glasgow 
Tramways Committee, and they inspected the car-top covers. 


Hyde.—It has been decided by the Stalybridge, Hyde, 
Mossley aud Dukinfield Joint Electricity and Tramway Board to 
extend the line of tramways from the Church at Millbrook, through 
Heyheads and Carrbrook, to the junction of Egmont Street, in 
Mossley. The General Purposes Committee of the Board say they 
cannot see their way to extend the lines through Mottram from 
the Stalybridge boundary to the Hyde boundary. Arrangements 
have been made for temporary running powers between Ashton and 
Stalybridge. An additional length of tramlines (200 yards) is to be 
laid from Stockport Road, Mossley, past Carrhill Road. — 


Italy.— From statistics which the Minister of Public Works 
at Rome has just issued, it appearsthat there are3,305 km. of tramways 
in Italy, exploited by 73 companies. A number of these companies 
were founded by foreign capitalists. The first electric tramway 
established between Florence and Fiesole dates from 1890. 
Numerous others have since been constructed, and in 1900 it was 
estimated that the electric lines covered a distance of 353 km., 
whilst the steam extended over 2,952 km. ‘These tramways 
give employment to 11,000 people, and their rolling stock is 
composed of 2,889 cars for conveying merchandise, 1,728 travelling 
cars, 577 steam locomotives and 1,043 electric automotors. 


Leeds.—A loan of £125,890 for tramway purposes has 
been applied for by the T.C. i 


Liverpool — Southport Electric Railway. — The 
electrification of the Liverpool and Southport line of the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway Co. will shortly be completed. The laying 
of the conduits and rails, and the erection of the generating stations 
was begun several monthsago. Steady progress has been made with 
these works, Tha principal generating station is at Altcar. Six- 
teen large boilers are already housed there. It now remains to 
equip the generating stations and sub-stations with the machinery 
for which they are waiting. Time is not being lost in regard to the 
work on the line, and all will be ready, it is hoped, for a trial to be 
made in December. If all goes well the new electric service will be 
inaugurated in January. Everything points to the possibility of 

‘this being accomplished. There is comparatively little goods 
traffic on the Liverpool and Southport line, but the passenger traffic 
is considerable. 


London.—GnrENwicH.—The B.C., while not objecting 
to the L.C.C.'8 proposed tramways from Greenwich to Catford, and 
from Deptford across Blackheath to the Herbert Hospital, has 
declined to make any contribution to the cost of the necessary 
street widenings. 


Manchester.—The Municipal Tramways Committee are 
eugaged in completing some important cross and circular routes 
supplementary to the main tramway system of the city. The lines 
in the district which lies between Oldham Road and Ashton New 
Road, & very densely populated one, are already laid, and the elec- 
trical equipment is nearly complete. Another important line ie that 
in Hulme Hall Lane, where some great city improvements have 
lately been carried out, including a reduction of the street 
gradients, There is another subsidiary line, but an important one, 
from Ashton New Road, by way of Pottery Lane to Gorton Lane, 
Openshaw. This opens a communication between populous working- 
class districts which previously were ill-provided for. When tbis 
and some smaller works are completed in the district, the circular 
tram route on the northerly side of Manchester, extending from 
Cheetham Hill to Belle Vue, will have been completed. Access 
by electric car will be obtained from the latter place by way of 
Dickenson Road and Moss Lane East to Upper Chorlton Road, on 
the south, so that inter- communication with the suburbs, without 
passing through the centre of the city, will be complete. It is 
announced that the construction of the lines authorieed by the 
Manchester Southern Tramways Act of last session will be begun 
early in the new year. The powers conferred by this Act ate now 
vested in the Manchester Corporation, who have uncontrolled 
access to all the district towns and suburbs. The tramway 
authorities propose to institute a parcel-carrying service for 
Manchester and the suburbs, by electric car, very shortly. A 
revised passenger fares on' all the principal tram routes came into 
operation on the 1st inst. 


Manchester and Bolton.—There is a portion of the 
highway at Clifton—a length of about 14 miles—over which tram- 
ways still require to be laid in order to complete the connection 
between Manchester and Bolton. The work 1s proceeding. Upon 
its completion a through service of cars will be started. 


Perth.—The T.C. has appointed a committee to carry 
out the reconstruction of the Corporation tramway undertaking 
within and without the burgh from borse to electric traction. 


Pontypridd.—At a meeting of the Electrical and Tram- 
ways Committee of the D.C. a letter was read from the British 
Electric Traction Co. with reference to the purcbase of the com- 
pany's tramway within the Pontypridd area from Hafod Bridge into 
the town. The company offer to accept £6,050 for the permanent 
way and all connected therewith, and in addition pay a proportion 
of the cost of. the Act of Parliament. The Committee decided to 
have the property valued. 


(Continued on page 587.) 
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THE BEXLEY ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND 
TRAMWAY UNDERTAKING, 


Tur recently opened electrical installation of the Bexley 
Council possesses several features of extra interest in these 
days of prosaic low-tension systema and compact areas. 

The District Council’s area, which has recently been 
extended by the addition of East Wickham, embraces about 10 
square miles, and has a population of about 15,000. By the 
addition of East Wickham the area also now adjoins the 
Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich. The latter town has 
long been greatly congested, and when the Arsenal is working 
at full pressure, working men have the greatest difficulty in 
obtaining accommodation of any sort, whilst houses suitable 
for working men with families are almost unobtainable within 


Owing to the very scattered character of the residential 
portions of the area, and the comparatively small population 
and revenue which might reasonably be anticipated, the 
engineers were led to deal with the problem by adopting 
alternating low-t-nsion distributing networks, fed through 
transformers and Ligh-tension feeders, for the lighting service, 
and direct-current plant of the usual type for the tramways. 

The generating station is situated in Bexley, one mile 
from the nearest point of the tramway at Bexley Heath. 
The site was selected so as to be near the railway, in order to get 
the benefit of cheap transit for coal, and alsc to make use of 
the River Cray for condensing purposes, with the further 
object of reducing toa minimum the consumption of fuel 
The generating plant comprises, at present, two engines of 
150 Kw. each, but space is provided for two additional sets 


VIEW OF ENGINES AND GENERATORS. 


the limits of their means. The eastern extremity of 
Woolwich is already built up, and further growth must 
necessarily occur within the Bexley district. 

Bexley Heath stands on high ground, ard from many 
points of view is a most desirable residential district. In 
consequence, a demand has grown up for better means of 
communication between Bexley and Plumstead, where 
the existing horse tramways of the Woolwich and South- 
East London Tramway Co. now terminate. 

The original incentive to the Council’s operations was 
supplied by private enterprise, to frustrate which a provisional 
electric lighting order was obtained in the Parliamentary 
Session of 1899. Towards the end of the same year 
two private tramway schemes to serve the district were mooted, 
with the result that the Council asked Messrs. Mordey and 
Dawbarn, their consulting engineers for the lighting scheme, 
to consider the advisability of combining with it a tram- 
way system which should provide the necessary travelling 
facilities for this rising neighbourhood. 


Each engine is coupled to two generators, one being a 
16-pole single-phase alternator of 150-Kw. capacity, con- 
structed to run at 2,100 volts, 50 cycles per second, and the 
other a direct-current compound wound 4-pole tramway 
generator of similar capacity, with a voltage of 550.. 

The alternator is of the revolving field type, the rotor 
Spider being of cast-iron. On the spider rim dovetailed lami- 
nations are carried, which receive the pole-pieces, adequate 
ventilation being provided for. The pole-pieces themselves 
are of laminated steel, held together between two cast-steel 
end plates. The upper part is of T shape construction, 
designed to hold the field coils in position, the lower part 
being dovetailed for fixing on to the rim of the rotor, and 
both are held in place by means of keys. 

The removal of the field coil is effected by sliding the pole- 
pieces on the dovetailed grooves parallel to the shaft, and 
this can readily be effected when the shield is removed from 
the frame of the alternator. The stator frame is built in 
two halves, and the winding is made up of separate coils, 
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well insulated, having great rigidity, and well-defined 
mechanical shape. These are wound and embedded in rect- 


GENERAL VIEW oF WonkS, BEXLEY. 


angular slots and 
held in position by 
wooden wedges. 

~ The connections 
between the stator 
coils are made by 
means of highly 
insulated cables, 
and are easy to 
trace and locate. 

The brushes are 
of carbon, and the 
whole brush-gear is 
so constructed that 
currentis not passed 
through any mov- 
ing parts. The 
exciter is carried on 
a bracket, on the 
outside of the end 
bearing, and is of 
a form of con- 
struction very 
largely adopted 
on this size of 
machine. These 
generators were manufactured by Messrs 
Dick, Kerr & Co. 

By the above arrangement it is only 
necessary to run one engine until such time 
as the combined tramway and lighting loads 
exceed 150 Kw. The effect of this on the 
economical working of the plant will be 
readily appreciated by all station engineers. 
The engines were constructed by Messrs. 
Browett, Lindley & Co., of Patricroft, and 
are of the enclosed vertical compound type, 
constructed to drive 285 I. H.P., with a 

of 875 revolutions per minute. 
The steam for the engines is passed through 
Schmidt’s superheaters, and the engines 
are fitted with Schmidt's patent reheaters, 
by which the steam, in passing to the 
high-pressure cylinder, gives up a pro- 
portion of its superheat to the steam 
entering the low-pressure cylinder, thus 
reducing the temperature of the steam as 
it enters the high-pressure cylinder to about 550° F., or а 
little below 200° superheat, the steam itself having been 


VIEW OF PoILER HOUSE sHOWING PUMPS, АС. 


initially superheated 300°. The engines are fitted with 
sensitive governors acting on the high-pressure cut-off. They 
are also fitted with a device for controlling the speed whilst 
running, within a range of about 5 per cent., to facilitate 
paralleling the alternators. 

With a view to obtaining the best possible load factor, a 
battery of 240 cells, supplied by the Hart Accumulator 
Co., has been installed, and is to be worked in conjunction 
with an automatic Highfield motor-booster, which will have 
the effect of smoothing out, as it were, the great irregularities 
which are inherent to the demands for energy by an electric 
tramway. Thus, whilst the energy furnished to the tram- 
ways will fluctuate from zero to an amount considerably 
exceeding the normal full load of one engine, the engine 
itself will be subjected to a steady load a little in excess 
of the mean of these fluctuations. The battery is composed 
of standard lighting type cells in lead-lined wood boxes. 
It is capable of giving 50 amperes at 500 volts for eight 
hours, 200 amperes for one hour, and 400 amperes for a 
short period. 

The Highfield combination consists of three machines—a 
motor, booster and exciter, coupled together, and running at 
950 revolutions per minute. The motor and exciter both 
work off the tramway bus-bars, and the booster will give 
а maximum voltage of 120, a normal current of 200 
amperes, and a maximum of 400 amperes. 

This set, which was supplied by the Electrical Construc- 
tion Co., of Wolverhampton, is situated in a recess at the 
side of the engine room, where also are a rotary converter 
and a small auxiliary switchboard. 

The rotary was supplied by the Phoenix Dynamo Co., of 
Bradford, ard is a 
20-KW. machine, 
running at 1,500 
revolutions per 
minute. Its func- 
tion is to supply 
the late lighting 
load at night, from 
the battery, enabl- 
ing the rest of the 
plant to be shut 
down. ' 

The small aux- 
iliary switchboard 
controls the station 
lighting and motor 
circuits and certaiu 
arc lamps. 

The main switch- 
board was supplied 
by Messrs. Johnson 
and Phillips, and 
measures 29 ft. long. 
The panels which 
control the alternat- 
ing current plant 
are of white marble, 


Hart Ѕтовлов BATTERY. 


whilst, for the purpose of making a permanent distinction, 
the tramway panels are of polished black‘slate. 
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The switchboard is arranged for controlling two alter- 
nators, eight high-tension feeders, two continuous current 
dynamos, three continuous current tramway feeders, one 


969.20 


Each of the two direct- current dynamos has a maximum 


current circuit breaker, single-pole switch, field-breaking 
switch and resistance, an ammeter, a voltmeter and a shunt 
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rotary converter and one booster for 
charging the battery on the well- 
known “ Highfield " system. 

On the high-tension side, each 
of the alternators can be coupled to 
either of two high-tension bus-bars 
by means of aswitch-fuse, and each 
of the high-tension feeders can be 
put on to either of these bus-bars 
by means of a high-tension change- 
over switch, with an intermediate 
off position. All the high-tension 
rwitches are of the horn-break type, 
theswitches having laminated brushesand epecial spark-taking 
brushes, to prevent the laminated brushes getting damaged. 
Each alternator has a double-pole high-tension switch, 
single-pole switch-fuse on the high-tension outer, two-way 
switch-fuse on the high-tension inner, an ammeter, a volt- 
meter and a field-regulating switch. 
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Mae or ErLgornic Tramways, AND LIGHTING ЅүзтЕм, BEXLEY. 


regulatinz switch. The tramway feeders each have a single- 
pole switch and a aingle-pole circuit breaker. | 
The rotary converter has a starting switch, circuit breaker, 
change-over switch, an ammeter, a voltmeter, and a syn- 
chronising switch and lamp. | 
The booster generator panel has all the usual switches and 


View oF LIGHTING AND TRACTION SwITCBBOABD. 


Each of the high-tension feeders has a high-tension change- 
over switch, single-pole switch fuse on the outer, two single- 
pole switch fuses on the inner, watt-hour meters, &c., so that 
‘the feeders can be supplied from either of the high-tension 
оа There із also а switch for paralleling these two 

us- 


instruments in accordance with the Highfield system of 
battery charging. 

The engine room presents a bright appearance, being well 
lighted, and faced with glazed bricks right up to the roof. 
A five-ton travelling crane, by Messrs. Carrick & Ritchie, 
is provided, worked by means of chains from the floor. 
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The boiler house contains three Lancashire boilers, by 
Messrs. John Fraser & Son, of Millwall, with space for a fourth. 
Two Schmidt patent flae-fired superheaters, capable together 
of heating 6,000 lbs. of steam per hour to a temperature 
of 660° F., the steam pressure being 140 lbs., per square 


TRANSFORMER KIOSE. 


inch, are arranged at the back of the boilers, and were 
supplied by Messrs. Easton & Co., of Erith. The boilers 
are 23 ft. 6 in. long and 7 ft. 6 in. diameter, and are 
fitted with Bennis sprinkling stokers, the latter driven by 
а Phoenix direct-current motor, from the tramway omnibus- 
bars. The hoppers of the stokers are fed by the inclined 
spoute above them. The bunker measures 28 ft. x 24 ft. 
x 8 ft. 6 in, and is arranged on a platform at the 
side of the boiler house, -reached by an 
inclined roadway, which permits of the coal 
being shot directly into it from carts, The 
boiler house also contains the condensing 
разь which ini Жык а Cole, Marchent and 

orley compound steam-driven air pump of 
the Edwards pattern. The condenser is of 
the simple jet type, and is capable of dealing 
with 7,500 lbs. of exhaust steam per hour, 
the condensing water being drawn up from a 
brick suction chamber formed at the side of 
the River Oray, in the rear of the station. 

A fuel economiser containing 96 tubes, 
constructed by Messrs. Arthur Lowcock, Ltd., 
of Shrewsbury, has been erected at the base 
of the chimney, the scrapers being driven by a 
2-в.н.р. Phoenix Co.'8 continuous current motor. 

The feed water is also obtained from the 
river, being pumped up by a small auxiliary 
belt-driven pump of Messrs, Hayward Tyler’s 
make, into a storage tank situated in one 
corner of the boiler house. The water is 
treated in a Braun-Lowener water softener, 
supplied by Messrs. Lassen & Hjort; the 
plant is specified to deal with 1,000 gallons 
of feed-water per hour, and the heat necessary 
for the process is obtained from the feed pump 
exhausts. 

Two Weir feed pumps are provided, one 
of which is a stand-by; each has a capacity 
of 1,500 gallons per hour. 

The boiler room, like the engine room, is extreracly well 
lighted; the superheaters and the boiler fronts are faced 
with white glazed bricks. The whole of the steam and feed 
pi. ‘ng and valvework was supplied by the Sir Hiram Maxim 
Electrical and Engineering Oo., Ltd. 

A fitter’s shop easily accessible either from the engine or 
boiler room, a suitable store room, and excellent lavatory 


arrangements, which include a bath room, are provided. An 
engineer’s office and the battery room complete the building 
arrangements. The battery room has been arranged to be 
entirely shut off from the engine room, and is only accessible 
from outside. 

The buildings appear to be substantially and well built, 
and have a handsome appearance; the chimney is octagonal, 
and about 100 ft. in height, with an internal diameter of 
4 ft. 6 in. The contractor for the buildings was Mr. Arthur 
Faulks, of Loughborough. 

The whole of the cables have been supplied by the Anchor 
Cable Co., of Leigh, Lancs. The high-pressure cables which 
are to work at 2,000 volts, are of the concentric type, insu- 
lated with paper and lead sheathed. They are laid in stone- 
ware troughs filled in solid with bitumen. The low-pressure 
distributing cables are triple-concentric paper-insulated, laid 
on the solid system, and working at a pressure of 200 volts 
on each side of the middle wire, which is earthed at the trans- 
formers. The transformers are, in all cases, placed in iron 
kiosks above ground. Eight of these have been supplied, 
up to the present, by the British Westinghouse Co. "They 
contain 15-kw. or 25-kw. Westinghouse transformers in 
the upper portion, for reducing the H.T. feeder voltage down 
to that employed in the distributing network. 

In the lower portion of the kiosk, is installed the switch- 
gear for controlling the н.т. feeder aud four 3-wire dis- 
tributing circuits. "There are also two Wright maximum 
demand indicators, and a recording earth ammeter for 
registering earth currents on the middle wire, as specified by 
the Board of Trade, is connected up to the L.T. distributing 
network. 

The length of high pressure lighting feeders is about 10 
miles, and the low pressure distributors will in the course of 
a few weeks amount to 8} miles, exclusive of the street 
lighting cables, which serve about 144 miles of streets with 
260 lamps. Of these 110 are to be 60-c.P. Nernst lamps 
and the remainder 32-0 P. glow lamps. 

About 2,000 8-c.P. lamps have been applied for in con- 
nection with the private lighting, the price adopted being 
6d. per Board of Trade unit, with discounts for prompt pay- 
ment. It is not proposed to charge meter rents. As the 
price of gas, supplied by the local gas company, is iu the 
region of 4s. per 1,000 cb. ft., the introduction of the elec- 
tric light should prove a boon to the district, 


View oF Cak-SHED, BEXLEY HEATH, 


The tramway at present extends from the Erith boundary, 
Northumberland Heath, to High Street, Plumstead, the last 
part being within the Woolwich borough area. 

The line, which is for the most part single track with 
passing places, lies through Bexley Heath, East Wickham 
and Welling, and ends at the terminus of the Woolwich and 
S.E. London Tramways Co, at Plumstead, the total length 
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being 5} miles. The contractors for the permanent way 
were Messrs. J. С. White & Co., and for the overhead 
equipment and cars, Messrs, Dick, Kerr & Co. The tram- 


way rails weigh 90 lbs. per yard, and are of Belgian make, 


the contractors being Messrs. Alex. Penney & Co. The 
points and crossings were supplied by Messrs. Hadfields 
Steel Foundry Co., Ltd. 

The track is standard 4 ft. 84 in. gauge, paved partly 
with basaltic lava and partly with granite setts, | 


OvERHEAD CONSTRUCTION. 


The overhead construction is carried out on the bracket 
arm and span wire systems. The former is used over single 
and the latter over double track. 

The poles are lap-welded mild steel, in three sections. 
They are of three sizes: the No. 1 pole, used for straight 
line work; the No. 2 pole, used on curves where pull-offs 
are necessary ; and specially heavy anchor poles, which are 
adopted at the ends of the line, and in the neighbourhood of 
the railway bridge at Wickham Lane. 


type have been provided; each will accommodate 22 


passengers inside and 30 out. The car bodies were con- 


structed at the Electric Railway and Tramway Carriage 
Works, Preston, and are mounted on Brush standard 
pattern trucks. 

The electrical equipment, which was furnished by Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., includes two 25-H. P. motors and sole- 
noid blow-out controllers. There are also the usual lamp 
and bell circuits, the headlights, however, being removable 
brass lanterns fitted with parabolic reflectors. The cars 
are also fitted with enclosed type trolley standards, life-guards 
of the Tidswell type, hand and electric brakes and platform 
gates. The cars are substantially constructed, and present a 
handsome appearance internally. 

The capital expenditure authorised for the combined 
scheme amounts to £103,800, of which sum the tramways 
undertaking, which includes the generating station and tram- 
ways plant, is responsible for about £88,000, the remainder 
being for the generators, transformers, and mains for the 
lighting supply. The consulting engineers for the scheme 


DIAGRAM OF LIGHTING AND TRACTION SWITCHBOARD, BEXLEY. 


The trolley wire, which is double throughout, is 324 in. 
in diameter, equal to No. 0 S.W.G. It is flexibly 
supported under all brackets with a view to obtaining 
smooth running of the trolley. The trolley wire is fed 
at every mile, where feeder pillars are erected having a main 
feeder switch and four 100-ampere fuses for protecting and 
disconnecting the various trolley wire sections. The trolley 
wire is divided into 4-mile sections in the usual way. 

An interesting feature in connnection with this line is 
the adoption of a complete installation of automatic electric 


signals of the Harison-Jones type for regulating the work- 


ing of the cars on the single’ line, between passing places 
which are not visible one from the other. The signals are 
arranged so that when a car approaches a passing place, and 
the line is clear to the next passing place, the signal just in 
front of this car is lowered ; should a car be on the single 
line, however, this signal will remain at danger. If the line is 
clear and the car proceeds, it automatically lowers the signal, 
which is immediately released, and the signals are locked 
at danger at both points. When this car has reached the 
other loop a contact is made which unlocks both signals, 
and leaves them workable for other cars coming in either 
direction. Each semaphore is fitted with a preference coil 
apparatus, which gives cars coming in either direction a 
preference to pass through, and which can be adjusted for 
either signal as the local working conditions require. 

The tramway feeders, six in number, are insulated with 
vulcanised bitumen, and laid solid in wooden troughs, They, 
as in the case of the lighting cables, were supplied by the 
Ancbor Cable Co. 

-The car-sheds, which are situated at Bexley Heath, were 
erected by the contractor for the generating station, and are 
of similar design. Six tracks are provided in the two bays, 
and steel roller shutters for the doorways. 

There is a paint shop, blacksmith and carpenters’ shops, 
as well as a megs-room, office and stores. The whole of 
the tracks are supported on 9-in. cross brick piers placed 
at short intervals, thus leaving the space below the tracks 
open for purposes of car inspection and repairs. Efficient 
water and lighting services are also provided. Up to 
the present 12 cars of the double-deck reverse-stajrway 


are Messrs. Mordey & Dawbarn, of 82, Victoria Street, 
Westminster. The whole of the plant appears to be of 
excellent construction and well arranged, and if the sanguine 
expectations of the local authorities, in regard to the rapid 
building extension within their area, are realised, a pros- 
perous future should await the combined undertaking. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from puge 582.) 


Reading.—Mr. Binns, tramway engineer and manager 
for the Town Council, has made the following minute on a ciroular 
from the Board of Trade with reference to the construction of 
electric tramcars:— In my opinion, some of the Board's sugges- 
tions are impracticable, and the adoption of certain others would not 
be conducive to the public safety. Such of them as are free from 
these defects have already been adopted on the tramcars of this 
Corporation." 


Spen Valley.—The extension of the B. E. T. Co.'s 
tramways from Liversedge to Gomersal and Birkenshaw has now 
been completed, and trial cars were run over the section last 
Friday. The inspection was satisfactorily carried out, and every- 
thing appeared to be in good order. For the rumning of the cars 
from Liversedge to Birkenshaw, the energy is supplied by the 
Cleckheaton District Council. It is а single line, aud almost joins 
up to the Bradford серого, system at Birkenshaw. It is 
expected that the line will be opened to the public shortly. It will 
then be possible to travel from Dewsbury to Bradford by tram for 
8d., and from Heckmondwike to Bradford for 6d. In the near 
future lines are to be constructed from Birkenshaw to Drighlington, 
Morley and Charwell, and it will then be possible to travel from 
Dewsbury and Bpen Valley by tram to Leeds. 


Wolverhampton.—A meeting of the members of the 
Tradesmen's Association was held on Wednesday in last week, to 
discuss the tramway question, when the following resolution was 
passed: — That this meeting of the Wolverhampton Tradesmen's 
Association requests the Town Council to equip the Sedgley Road 
and Willenhall Road on the overhead system at the earliest possible 
moment, with a view to promptly securing proper and adequate 
inter-communication.” The Tramways Committee met on Friday, 
and this resolution was placed before them. The Committee then 
debated whether the extensions should be carried out on the over- 
bead or the Lorain system, and finally a resolution to equip the 


588 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW.  [Vol53. No. 1,350, Остовев 9, 1903. 


additional routes with the latter was carried; two members of the 
Committee abstained from voting, and one voted against. A 
detailed comparative statement showing the estimated capital and 
annual costa of the overhead and Lorain systems, prepared bv Mr. 
С. E. C. Sbawfield, the borough electrical engineer, was placed 
before the members of the Committee, and appended is a summary 
of the estimated capital and annual expenditure on proposed new 
routes: 


CAPITAL EXPENDITURE. 


Double track constructed, wherever possible, on ANNUAL 
all routes except Wednesfield Road, EXPENDITURE. 


- io 9 "З. : „© $ =| 
ва 3353 1 333 22 
Item. ES Тота 332552 Бона Stat 
We Pasa Esse | Ча £429 5388 
о а a^a O"c 238538 
Dudley Road . . £19,812 £17,121 £2,691 | £1,773 21,477 4296 
Wednesfield Road 12,883 11,926 956 1,421 1,818 102 
Willenhall Road: 
Five ways to Coventry 
Street.. T 16,775 14,799 1,976 | 1,584 1,887 147 
Coventry Street to : 
Deans Road.. .. 5.112 4,519 593 654 596 58 
Waterloo Road 15,378 15,694 1,684 1,897 1.171 126 
£69,989 £62,089 47.900 | £6,779 £6,050 4729“ 
£7,140 £768 
Single track constructed on all routes except Dudley Road. 
Dudley Road . £19,812 £17,191 £2,691 | £1.778 £1,477 229% 
Wednesfleld Road ee 12,883 11,926 956 1,421 1,819 102 
Willenhall! Road :— 
Five ways to Coventry 
Street = .. 14,072 18,240 833 1,408 1,314 94 
Coventry Street to 
Deans Road . ; 5,142 4,549 593 654 596 58 
Waterloo Road 11,357 10,609 748 1,210 1,127 #3 
£68,285 457 445 45.820 | 26,466 £5,898 2688* 
£5,069 £666 


— 


* If Bilston Street, Piper's Row, Cleveland Road to car dep! is equipped with 
the overhead system, the figure immediately under the one marked * is to be 
taken. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Brighton Telephones.—On Monday, the 5th, the Mayor 
(Alderman J. C. Buckwell) officially opened the new municipal 
telephone system by ringing up several councillors in succession 
from his office. His Worship then, accompanied by the members 
of the committee and representatives of the local press, adjourned 
to the exchange and made an inspection, being conducted round by 
Mr. J. C. Barnes, the manager, and Mr. A. R. Bennett, the consult- 
ing engineer. The exchange, which occupies a very central posi- 
tion, is situated in a part of the Pavilion specially altered to suit 
its requirements. The main switchboard occupies the whole of the 
side of the switch-room, and із at present equipped for 1,0С0 sub- 
scribers with an eventual capacity for 5,000, and as the number of 
applications at present exceeds 1,000, the work of carrying out the 
necessary extensions is to be proceeded with at once. The board 
works on the central battery system, with a few modifications intro- 
duced by Mr. Pennett. The cables enter the building in the base- 
ment, and are then carried to a test and distributing frame, 
whence they are carried to the switchboard above. The wires near the 
exchange are all Jaid underground, and radiatiog from this centre 
in all directions are about 25 miles of ducts, some of which 
were laid some time ago when the tramways were being constructed. 
Up to the present, only about 3$ miles of cables have been drawn 
in, and only the subscribers near the exchange are conuected up, but 
this work is proceeding as rapidly as possible. Bayond the limite 
of the horough the wires are run оп poles, and about 56 miles of 
wire has been run in this way, some of which extends to Shoreham ; 
246 poles and standards have been erected. Last week the work of 
laying the ducta in Hove, which will extend for a distance of 44 
miles, was concluded. It is hoped to open the lines to Burgess 
Hill and Rottingdean in December, and to Steyning in January. 
The whole of the instrument? апа the switchboard were 
supplied by the Ericeson-Bell Co, of Glasgow, the cables 
by the British Insulated and Helsby Cables Co, and the 
ducts were laid by Henley's Telegraph Works Co.. of London. The 
overhead work and connecting subscribers is beirg done by the 
C »uncil'a own staff. 


A Dutch and German Telegraph Agreement.— For 
the purpo*e of establishing telegraphic communication with their 
Colonial possessions in Asia, the Dutch and German Governments 
have come to a mutual understanding covered by an agreement of 
seven clauses :— 

In Clause 1, the Du'ch (Government undertake to lay and work 
a cable between Balikpapan, Borneo, and Menado on the north 
coast of Celebes, to join otber cables in course of construction 
between Laudangen, Java, and Bandjermasin and Balikpapan. 

Ia Clause 2, the two Governments agree to form a Dutch-German 
enterprise, under their joint control, to lay a cable between Menado 
and the Palan Islands, Yap Island and Guam, or some other point 
on the American Pacific cable route. A cable is also to be laid from 
the Talan Islands to Shanghai, The German Government reserve to 
themselves the right to lay and work communication between Yap 
Island and the American system, | ` 


М 


In Clause 3, the Governments accord landing rights for 40 years 
for the cables mentioned, and reserve to themselves the right to 
work the iastroments by their own operators, and demand that 

4 tariffs are to be submitted for their approval. 

Clause 4 provides for a subsidy of £70,000 for 20 years, of which 
£18,750 will be paid by the Dutch and £51,250 by the German 
Governments. The latter Government's share may be reduced in 
proportion, should they decide to lay the cable between Yap Island 
and the American system, by the ratio this cable bears to the 
length of the other cables referred to in Clause 2. The subsidy of 
£70,000 will be reduced every year by a sum equivalent to 90 per 
cent. of the cable receipts. No reductions from subsidy will be 
made on account of interruptions if another route be furnished to 
senders, which has been approved by the two (Governments. 
If this is not done, the subsidy may be partly or entirely with- 
held. Any deductions from subsidy will be divisible between the 
Governments in proportion to their contributions to the subsidy. 

In Clause 5, the Dutch Government grant landing righte and 
special landlines fur eventual extensions west of the Dutch East 
Iadies, The company may work the land lines themselves, and 
the terms are to be mutually settle1 later. 

Clause 6 provides for the granting of similar privileges to this 
company ав are granted to competing companies if they prove 
detrimental to the company’s interests. 

Clause 7 provides for arbitration. 


Glasgow Telephones.—At last week’s meeting of the 
Corporation Mr. Russell gave notice of the following motion -— 
“That in consequence of the divided opinion of the Corporation as 
regards the present and future value of the telephone undertaking, 
it be remitted to the Telephone Committee to call in the services 
of an expert in order to report to the Corporation as to the present 
state and value of the plant, and probable depreciation tbat will 
require to Не given effect to in order to avoid loss when the 
undertaking will be sold to the Government at a fair value 10 years 
hence." | 


Melbourne Telephones.—A Sydney paper says that 
the Postmaster- General is considering the establishment of uniform 
telephone charges for uniform services in all the States. Sir 
Philip Fysh hopes to be able to reduce the charges in some of the 
States without loss of revenue; but thinks that it will be ill-advised 
to make any specific promises until tbe Cabinet has been consulted. 
Having received reports from America on the successfal working 
of automatic switchboards, the Postmaster-General is having an 
estimate prepared of the cost of one for 50 telephone subscribers in 
the Commonwealth. It will be built as an experiment, and, if 
successful, they will be generally adopted. The Government has 
abandoned for tbe present its intended appointment of an electric 
expert from England or America to advise in connection with the 
telephone апа telegraph systems. Sir Philip Fysh recognises the 
advantages that would accrue if the systems were placed on a 
uniform and up-to-date basie, but the amount of money involved in 
doing this would run into many thousauds of pounds, not at present 
available. The proposed appointment bas been postponed indefi- 
nitely, or until Parliament provides a loan for the purpose of 
carrying out metallic circuits and other improvements. 


New American Cable.— It bas been officially announced 
that a cable has been laid by the Government of the United States 
of America between Juneau and Sitka (Alaska). 


Spanish Telephones.— The Minister of the Gobernacion 
of Madrid is receiving offers for the concession of the installation 
and working for a period of 20 years of a system of telephones of 
which the exchange will be sitnated at Dalamos, with branch lines 
to San Felin, de Guixols and Palafraggel. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. 
Trinidad-Demerara No.1 .. - 
Dominica-Martinique .. oe ee 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique .. ee eo 


ee ee Aug. 27, 1901 ee ee 
May 7. 190 ее ее 
Мау 7, 1904  .. ee 
.. Мау 7, 100 ee 
oe July 10, 1903 ee ee 

. Aug. 18, 1903 ee ee 


Guadeloupe-Martinique ee ee ee 
Puerto Plata-Martinique © ee oe 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee ee oe 


Bt. Lucia-St. Vincent ase es 5% „ Sept. 19, 1902 .. s 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran “se ae ee Oct. 22, 1902 e" 
Paramaribo-Cayenne oe ee ee ee „Feb. 27, 1908 .. ee 
New York-Haiti oe ее ee ee April 18, 1908 ee ee 
Bolama-Bissao .. s Ў > .. Aug. 4, 1908 .. ba 
Bt. Jacques-Haiphong .. s .. Bept. 28, 1903 .. 


LANDLINES 


Communication with Puerto- Barrios 
Siberian linea between O:sk-Tomsk 


July 28, 1203 
. Oct. 3, 1903 


Wireless Telegraphy.—4A Dalziel despatch from Paris 
says that a regular wireless telegraph service will shortly be estab- 
lished between Great Britain and Fr ince, under the auspices of the 
Western of France and the London, Brighton and South Coast 
Railway Companies. Wireless telegraph stations bave been 
equipped at Newhaven and Dieppe. 


a October 8 


Тгатсаг Speeds.—Several L. U. T. Co. car drivers were 
summoned at Brentford on 2nd inst, for fast driving, 15, 16 
and 18 miles being thoir alleged speeds, Theso figures the drivers 
denied, and an adjournment was granted to allow witncsecs to be 
called. Mr. Montague Sharpe said that the driveri did not appear 
to know at what rato they really travelled. He failed t» see any 
difference betweon them and motoriste, 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


P4 


OPEN. 


Army Contraets.— Electrical stores, scientific instru- 
ments, wires, and sundry other stores for4he War Department. 
See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Belgium.—October 14°h. Tenders are being invited 
until the 14th inst. by the Belgian State Railway Authorities at La 
Bourse, Brussels, for the supply of 205,000 metres of electric aro 
lamp carbons. 


G.W.R.— October 19th. Tenders are wanted for a year’s 
stores, including electrical lamps, carbone, telegraph apparatus and 
inetruments, copper and ot ier wire. See Official Notices" 
О + ober 2nd. ды 


Halifax.—Octoher 21st. 
dynamo and horizontal engine; two Lancashire boilers; three-phase 
cable, for the Corporation. Вее ‘Official Notices" to-day. 


Harrismith.— October 19th. Water-tube boilers, 25 
and 80-xw. steam alternators, and other plant. See “Offcial 
Notices ” September 25th. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative :—Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See “ Official 
Notices” August 28th. А 


Kilmarneck.—November 18th. Lancashire boilers ; 
engines and dynamos; crane; battery; and switchboard for elec- 
tricity scheme. See “Offcial Notices” to-day. 


King's Norton.—October 10th. Overhead construction 
for three miles of line. See Official Notices" September 25th. 


Leeds.— October 17th. Surface condensing plant for 
tbe electric lighting department. See “Official Notices " October 
2nd. 


London.—November 3rd. Engine, dynamo, wiring, 
&c., for an installation at the Abbey Mills Pumping Station at West 
Ham, for the L.C.C. See '' Official Notices" October 2nd. 


Nelson.—October 19th. One 400-kw. engine and 
dynamo. See “Official Notices” to-day. 


Paris.—October 15th. The Under-Secretary of Posts 
and Telegraphe, 103, Rue de Grenelle, Paris, is prepared to 
receive offers for the supply of all switchboards for telegraphic and 
central postal telephones. Conditions from above mentioned. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Colonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Roumania.—October 10th. Tenders are being invited 
until October 10th by the Roumanian State Railway Authorities in 
Bucharest, for the installation of a complete electric lighting plant 
at the railway works in that city. 


Salferd.—October 19th. 
Pendleton central car depó*. 
25th. 


Salford. — October 19th. 
Pendleton Central Car Depót. 
tramways manager. 


Spain.—October 22nd. Tenders are being invited until 
the 22nd inst, by tbe municipal authorities of Aranjuez (province 
of Madrid), for the concession for the electric lighting of tbe town 
during а period of four years. Tenders are to be sent to El 
Becretario del Ayüntamiento de Aranjuez (Madrid province), whence 
perticulars may be obtained. i 

Spain.—October 26th. The Municipal Autborities of 
Munera (province of Albacete) are inviting tenders until the 26th 
inst. for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a 
period of 20 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, El Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Munera 
(Albacete). 

Swansea.—October 31st. Permanent way, rails, special 
work, overhead equipment, cables, ducts, &c., for tramways. See 
* Official Notices " September 25th. 

Swansea.—October 31st. Ducts, troughs, cables, wires, 
street boxes, &c. See “Official Notices " Ssptember 25th. 


Sweden.—October 15th. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Gelfe until October 15th for the supply 
of six electrical cranes. 

Swindon.—October 14th. Maximum demand indicators 
and fuse boxes for one year. See Ofſi ial Notices” to-day, 


Todmorden.—October 81st, Lancashire boiler ; steam 


: pumps, switchboard, battery, cables, crane, &o. f 
slectricty рр, Boe v Official Notices ted ß: er 


Sundry machinery for the 
See “ Official Notices” September 


Electric lighting of the 
Specifications £3 3s., from the 


750-KW. continuous current 


CLOSED. 


Barnstaple.—The Т.С. has accepted the tender of 
Mesers. Alger & Co., Barnstaple, for wiring the music hall for the 
electric light. \ 


Bermondsey.—On Tuesday Ње Borough Council соп- 
sidered the following tenders for the construction, supply and 
erection of two 300-kw steam generators, two 20-xw. feeder 
boosters, one 15-Kw. motor balancer, and sundry switchgear and 
connecting cable required in connection with the extensions in 
Rotherhithe : — 


БснергіЕ I.—Tenders for Willana’ tri ple-expansion engines. 
Amount of tender. Time of completion. 
£ 


в. d. lst set. апа set. 
Electrical Co. es T .. 6,927 6 9 6 months. 
International Co. .. ae as .. 6,696 0 0 not stated. 
Johnson & Phillips T se .. 6,740 0 0 20 weeks 20 weeks 
Siemens Bros. се Vs .. 6,693 0 0 4 months 5 months 
Bruce Peebles i$ v а 7,037 0 0 92 „ 5 „ 
Dick, Kerr & Co. se ee ee ea 7,088 0 0 oP 57 99 
Crompton & Co. ee ee ee oe 7.091 0 0 4 ГІ] 6; ge 
Mavor & Coulson .. 5 a . . 7,1121] Q 4 , 52 „ 
Mather & Platt А s ye .. 7,266 0 0 T 5 w 
Electrio Construction Co. КУ . . 7,948 0 0 $5 5 „, 
Thames Ironworks Co. .. "- .. 7, 706 11 0 not stated. 


- SCHEDULE II.— Tenders for Belliss triple- expansion engines. 


850 revs. 400 revs. Time for completion. 

£ s.d в. d. lst set. 2nd set. 
Electrical Co.  .. .. 6,569 17 9 6,519 17 9 6 months 6 months 
Johnson & Phillips .. 6,695 0 0 6,740 0 0 21 weeks b? months 
Bruce Peebles .. .. 1461 0 0 6,985 0 0 83 months 5; months 
International Co. .. "4,993 0 0 7,049 0 0 not stated 
Biemens Bros. .. e Us 7,049 0 0 not stated 
Dick, Kerr & Co. 7,857 0 0 7,124 0 0 33 months f months 
Е.С. Co. ee us 7,182 0 0 93] „ 51 „ 
Crompton & Co... єз 7,141 17 0 4 " Уз 
Brit. Elec. Plant Oo. .. 7,265 0 0 4 Ж 51 « 
G.E. Со. .. - 7,269 0 0 8 ER be, 
Mather & Platt .. 7,516 0 0 8 3 5 ji 


SCHEDULE 11I.— Tenders, including Engines other than Willans & Belliss. 


Type of Time for comp'ebio n. 
£ s. d. engine. Ist set. 9nd set. 
Witting, Eborall .. 5,448 0 0 Allen“ 44 months 5 months 
Electrical Co. .. 517818 9 Allen* 6 months 
International Co. . 5,847 0 0 Brush Not 8tated 
Ditto .. 5,861 0 0 Allen“ 15 weeks. 
Johnson & Phillips .. 5,400 0 0 Allen“ 19 weeks 21 weeks 
Mather & Platt . . 5,193 0 0 Sisson* 4months months 
International Co. 5,578 0 0 Alley & McLellan 16 weeks 
Bruce Peebles .. ee 5,655 0 0 Allen* 4months 43 months 
Brush Co. .. es 5,006 0 0 Brush’ Not stated 
Dick, Kerr & Co... .. 5,794 0 0 Allen* 4 months 43 months 
Crompton & Co. .. . . 5,4717 0 Allen“ ўз е5, 
Mather & Piatt .. 5 881 0 0 Allen“ 4 i 4 25 
Е.С. Co. 5 is 5,500 0 Allen* Not stated. 
Crompton & Co. .. .. 5578 0 0 Alley & McLellan 44 months 6} months 
Brit. Westinghouse Co. 65,98 0 0 Sisson 6 months 
Witting, Eborall.. .. 6,024 0 0 Howden 
International Co. . 6041 0 0 Howden 8 months 
Johnson & Phillips 6,1t5 0 0 Howden 24 weeks 
Ditto 6,165 0 0 Davey-Paxman 21 weens 22 weeks 
Thames Ironworks 6,218 11 0 Allen* 4 months А months 
Е.С. Со. .. oe .. 6,371 0 0 Galloway 4 , T 
Brit. Westinghouse Co. 6.454 0 0 Howden 6 „ " 
Dick, Kerr & Co... .. 6,501 0 U Howden 8 2 43 „ 
Е.С. Co. .. ар . 6,231. Uu 0 Howden зв, 4h » 
Mather & Platt .. 6,509 0 0 Howden 83 „ 5 „ 

E. Со. .. ate .. 6611 0 0 Howden B. 44 5. зу 
British Elec. Plant Co... 6,615 0 0 Howden 53 months 
International Co. .. 6,668 0 0 Browett-Lindley Ui weeks 

420 r.p.m. 
Brit. Westinghouse Co. 6,776 10 0 Allen* 6 months 
G.E.Co. .. oe .. 6,975 0 0 Davey-Paxman 8 months 5 months 
Alliance Со. oe .. 7,291 0 0 Alley & McLellan 15 weeks 5 „, 
International Co. .. 7,592 0 0 Browett-Lindley 8l weeks 
: 875 r. p. m. 
Biemens Bros. 8,018 0 0 Ditto Not stated 


* The engines marked with a star in the above list are not in accordance 

with the specification. 

Messrs. Kincaid, Waller, Manville & Dawson. consultiog 
engineers, in a report on tenders, stated the engines included in 
Bchedule No. I are of the same manufacture as those running in th» 
present statiou, and wbich bave so far given entire satisfaction. 
It would, in their opinion, be a mistake to put in a different g-ade 
engine. The Electrical Co.'s tender was the lowest in Schedule I. 
This company are the representatives of the Allgemeine Elektri- 
citii‘s Gesellschaft, of Berlin, and all their electrical apparatus 
would be constructed in Germany. The trades union rate of wages 
as called for in the specification, could not, therefore, be enforced. 
The next lowest tender is that of the International Co., who are the 
agents for the Société Internationale d'Ele-tricite, Lit se, Belgiam. 
The same objections apply to tbis firm beiog foreiga as to the 
Electrical Co. in regard to the wages question. Та regard to both 
the above foreign tenders ther) is an important question to be con- 
sidered, namely, that of repairs aud spare parts, asshould anything 
go wrong with tbe electrical apparatus there will be inevitable 
delay owing to the factories being in foreign countries. The time 
of delivery of the first set for Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, the 
lowest British tenderers, was against them, and so the consulting 
engineers concluded by recommending the acceptance of either 
Messrs. Siemens Bros.’ tender, or that of Mesers. Dick, Kerr & Co. 

The Borough Council unanimously resolved to accept the tender 
of Messrs. Siemens Bros. with a Willans engine at £6 893. 

The following tenders were received for the construction, supply 
and erection of two dust destructor cells with furnace, flues, &c., 
and storage bins, one water-tube boiler and brickwork setting, one 
water-storage tank with supports for same, and the consequent 
extensions to steam, feed and exhaust piping systems:—Me-ers. 
Hn & Stirling (accepted). £3,837 ; Messrs. Heenan & Froude, 

4, 54. 
Bexhill- on- Sea. — The U. D. C. bas acoepted the tender of 


Movers. Baboock & Wilcox for the supply of pipework for the 
electric light works, at £528 78, 
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Bristol. — The T.C., on October Ist, accepted the 
following tenders :— Меєвгв. Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., London, for 
boilers, at £9,324; Messrs. Oliver & Co., Ltd., for arc lamps, at 
£2,556; Messrs. Alley, MacLellan & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, for con- 
densing plant, at £3,285 ; Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., for switch gear, at 
£395 10s. ; Newton Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., Taunton, for 
motors, at £509; Messrs. J. P. Hall & Sons, of Oldbam, for pumps, 
at £408; British Westinghouse Co., for exciters, at £744, and trans- 
formers, at £724; Messrs. Doulton & Co., Ltd., for water softening 
plant, at £352 ; Mr. C. A. Hayes, erection of aro lamp standards, 
£575. 


Dewsbury.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Siemens Bros. & Co., of London, fora 300-k w. dynamo, with engine 
for the electricity works. 


Dundee.—Thbe Electricity Committee has accepted the 
tender of the British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd., fcr relaying 
tbe distributing mains in the central area. The contract includes 
three single paper-insulated and lead-covered cables, laid solid in 
three chase troughing. Mr. John Carnegie, of Dundee, has received 
the contract for taking down the wall between the two engine 
rooms at the electricity works. 


Epsom.— The U. D.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 


Roll & Taylor, of Epsom, for the erection of the refuse destructor 
buildings and shaft, at £1,474 and £295 respectively. 


Hastings.—The Т.С. on Friday accepted the tender of 
the Key Engineering Co., Ltd., of London, for the supply of 
Stanley magnetic suspension meters at the following prices :— 
75 10-ampere, £4 5s. each; 37 25-ampere, £5 10s. each; 13 50- 
ampere, at £7 each. 

Contracts have also been recently placed with the same company 
by the Southport Corporation for 74 Stanley meters; the 
County of London Electric Lighting Co. for 75 meters; the Bexley 
Corporation for 50 meters, and by other undertakings for smaller 
trial orders. 


London.—The following tenders have been received by 
the London County Council for the supply of low-tension switch- 
boards for the sub-stations at New Cross and Camberwell :— 


Bertram Thomas, Manchester (accepted) T .. £1,746 
J. G. Statter & Co., Birmingham 5% oe Vs ec 1,935 
The Electrical Co., London . oe ee oe . 1,984 
Kelvin and James White, Glasgow 80 А А 2,008 


Frank Suter & Co., London 


— 
8 
ма 
обоюн ом 


Electric Construction Co., Wolverhampton - 2 026 
William Sanders, Wednesbury .. - 2,027 
Siemens Bros. & Co., London 2,090 


- 


Electric and Ordnance Accessories co. Birmingham 
Cowans, Ltd., Manchester ae х ee 


— 

m 

O 
eoensececeocooesoooooossn 


Clift Manufacturing Co., London oe 
General Electric Co., London е is ce 


5 

Dorman «. Smith, Manchester .. 2,702 0 
British Westinghouse Co., London 2,223 0 
Berry, Skinner & Co., London “4 2,270 0 
Ferranti, Ltd., Hollinw ood i 2,336 0 
A. Reyrolle & Co., Hebburn-upon-Ty ne Ё 2,82 4 
International Electrical р Со., London 2,684 4 
Torque Electrical Engineering Co., London : ate 2,699 8 
Elliott Brothers, London. eo ° ee 2.536 2 
\ 0 

0 


London.—The New System Private Telephone Co., Ltd., 
bave secured the order for installing their system of private tele- 
phones in the offices of the Metropolitan Asylums Board. 


Metropolitan Asylums Board.—At the last meeting of 
this Board it was announced that a letter had been received from 
the Local Government Board sanctioning the proposal of the 
managers to enter into a contract with Messrs. Buchanan and 
Curwen, of Victoria Street, for the wiring of the Children's Home 
at the Tooting Bec Asylum, for electric lighting purposes, at a 
а of £398, without in the first instance advertising for sealed 
tenders. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Tbe Corporation has placed 
the contract for the storage battery with the Electrical Power 
Storage Co., Ltd. 


Paisley.— Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., PN have ob- 
tained the contract from Mr. W. M. Murphy for the whole of the 
mains, ducts, troughing, excavation, &c., in connection with this 
extensive tramway scheme. The accepted price is £13,088. 


Reigate.—The T.C. has accepted the following tenders 
for additions to ite electric lighting plant:— Mesers. Babcock and 
Wilcox, Ltd., for one water-tube boiler, economiser and brickwork 
(£1 209), and for steam exhaust and other pipes (£681); the 
General Electric Co., Ltd., for one 200-Kw. steam alternator, coupled 
toa Belliss & Morcom engine (£1,744); Messrs. Cowans, Ltd., for 
switchboard and instruments (£104); the Wheeler Condensing 'and 
Engineering Co., for condensing plant and cooling tower (£1,107). 
When tbis expenditure has been made, the Council will be in a 
position to double the earning power of the undertaking, which, at 
present, is £3,000 per year. The Electric Lighting Committee also 
propose to provide for another 200-Kw. alternator at a cost of 
£4,500. It was stated that, in considering the tenders, the Com- 
mittee bad been careful to eliminate all German tenders and 
German work, as they considered tbat the work would be best 
done by Engliebmen, and that English machines wcyld be Letter 
and more durable, 


i 


Rochdale.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Brush Electrical Engineering Co. for the supply of new tram cars. 


Stalybridge.— Twenty double-deck cars, fitted with 
Westinghouse motors, controllers, and magnetic brakes, were 
recently ordered for the Stalybridge, Hyde and Moesley Tramways, 
and ten additional cars, fitted with similar apparatus, are now to be 
supplied by the British Westinghouse Co., who are making the 
entire equipments at their Trafford Park works. 


Stoke-on-Trent.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of 
Messrs, Crompton & Co., Ltd., of Chelmsford, for piping at the elec- 
tricity works, at £482. 


Sutton.—The tender of the New System Private Tele- 
piene Co., Ltd., for installing a complete system of private telephones 

the Banstead Road Schools, Sutton, belonging to the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board, had been accepted. 


Scarborough.—Messrs. О. A. Parsons & Co. have 
received an order from the Scarborough Electric Supply Co., Ltd., 
for the supply of two 300-xw. special traction turbo-dynames, 
450—550 volts, complete with surface condensers and air and cir- 


culating pumps; also from the Dalmellington Iron Co. for one 


200-Kw. turbo-dynamo, 500 volts, complete with condenser. 
Wandsworth.—Messrs. McMurray's Royal paper mills, 


Wandsworth, were recently burned down, and the contracts for the 
reconstruction and electrical equipment have just been let. The 
directors have placed the entire reconstruction in the hands 
of Messrs. Handcock &- Dykes, of Westminster. The original 
worke were driven throughout by steam engines, the greater part of 
which, together with a number of boilers, were destroyed in the 
fire. Under the new scheme, while retaining four or five boilers for 
the production of steam for heating purposes and for working one of 
the paper machines, all the rest of the power will be supplied by a 
bituminous producer gas plant. Two out of four of the Willans 230- 
B.H.P. gas engines drive direct on to shafting, from which the beaters 
are driven, the remaining machinery, including one of the large paper 
machines, being electrically driven by means of continuous current 
220-volt motora. The directors have satisfied themselves that when 
the scheme is completed in accordance with the plans the engineers 
have prepared, they will effect a saving in fuel, and in other direc- 
tions, which will repay the cost of the new power plant in about 
three years. 

The following is a list of tenders for two continuous current 
generators for direct coupling to 230-5 H.P. gas engines, main 
switchboard, 33 motors, aggregating 350 B. H. p., main cables for 
power, and electric lighting :— 


Bruce Peebles & Со. (accepted) Win te eed £6416 0 0 
Bruce Peebles & oe eo ee ee 6,206 0 0 
G. E. Taylor & Co. ee oe ec ve • 6,894 0 0 
Greenwood & Batley > 6414 9 0 
Siemens Bros. (exclusive ol 50- H. P. Callender House motor) , ,. 6502 0 0 
Johnson & Phillips T »» ee s . 6,506 0 0 
Dawson & Co. T ee эө x aa aie .. 6,006 0 0 
J. н. Holmes & Co. ee ee ee ve oe ee ee 6,885 0 0 
Electromotors, Ltd. T i T T ns ee ee 6,968 10 0 
Bergtheil & Young.. ae e m 2% a фа „ 7,028 18 0 
Mather & Platt ee ee ee ee ee Ж о ee ee 7,034 0 0 
Crompton & Co. ee oe eo oe ee ee oe . 7,088 0 0 
Marryatt & Place.. ee oe ээ ee oe СЕЈ ез 1,882 0 с 
Dick, Kerr & Co. ee ee oe oe ee ee ee ee 7,625 0 о 
Drake & Gorham .. ee .. 5 bi -— T .. 9,460 0 0 
Engineer's estimate ee ee oe oe ee we . 657 оо 


The tenders for four 230-в н.р. gas engines, bituminous producer 
gas plant, overhead traveller, and all accessories were :— 


— —-—=— 


— Sec. II. Sec. III. Sec. IV. Total. Delivery. 
Willans Robinson :— £ 2 £ £ 
Mason (accepted) 9,407 | 5,950 850 8,757 | Accepted tender 
Mond 8,662 | 5,950 350 9,962 37 week». 
J. E. H. Andrew & Co.: — 
Wilson .. .. . | 2,484 | 8,088 315 10,887 Plant and 8ergines 
within 10 months. 
Premier Gas Engine Co. :— 
Mond .. 3,360 | 7,758 280 11,398 43 weeks. 
Richardsons Westgarth :- — 
Mason single engines . 2,467 | 10,270 415 18,152 Producer and 
Mason tandem engines 2,167 | 10,720 415 13,602 | three engines 
Horshay single engines 2,603 | 10,270 415 18,1£F | within 26 weeks. 
Horshay tandem engines 2,503 | 10,720 4.5 13,688 
Mond single engines.. 3,661 | 10,270 415 11,846 
Mond tandem engines.. | 8,661 | 10,720 415 14,796 
Crossley Bros. 5 ; 055 | 9, 650 13,255 | Gas plantand gen- 
. gines in 10 months. 
Power Gas Corporation :— 
R0O- n.i. P. gas plant B,487 — — — — 
10, 000-1. H. P. gas plant. 2 681 — — — 25 
Engineer's estimate ‚| 2,827 | 6,84 335 11,000 With contin- 


gencies. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, October 9th.— Holborn Restaurant (Crown Room); ; Electro- 
Harmonic Society. First Smoking Concert of the 
season. 

Saturday, October 10th.—At 2 p.m. North of England Institute of 
Mining and Mechanical Engineers. General meeting 
at Newcastle. Election of members, &о.; the Neu- 
Catrice portable electric miners’ lamp will be 
exhibited, 
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Wednesday, October 14th.—At 6.45 p.m. Institute of Marine 
Engineers. Annual Dinner at Great Eastern Scation 
Hotel, E. O. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Mechanical Engineers. (Gra- 

duates' Association). Papers by Mr. Wm. McDonald on 
“The Design of a Town's Tramway Scheme." Prof. 

A. B. W. Kennedy, F.R.B., in the chair. 

Saturday, October 17th.—At 3 p.m. Junior Institution of Engineers. 
Visit to the new Vauxhall Bridge Works. 

Thursday, October 22nd.— Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Leeds Section). Paper on “Some Notes on Steam 
Turbo-Electric Generating Plante," by G. Wilkinson. 


a 


LEGAL. 


KNIGHT v. THE ISLE oF Улант Exvecrric LIGHT AND 
PowER Co., Lr». 


Tun matter of Knight v. the Isle of Wight Electric Light and Power 
Co., Ltd., was before Mr. Justice Bucknill in the Vacation Court on 
Wednesday, on a motion by the plaintiff for an interim injunction 
restraining the defendants until the trial or further orders from 
committing or continuing an alleged nuisance by reason of nois», 
smell and vibration. On the.application of counsel, his Lordship 
directed the motion to stand over until the next sittings. 


Вохр v. THE BRITISH ELECTRIC STREET TRAMWAYS Co., Lro. 


TEIS matter was before Mr. Justice Bucknill in the Vacation Court 
on Wednesday, on a motion by the plaintiff asking for an interim 
injunction to restrain the defendant company until the trial or 
further order from dealing with the assets of the company. On the 
application of counsel, his Lordship directed the motion to stand 
over until the second motion day of next sittings. 


Бвексн Югествіс Ілантіха BOARDS. 


Тнв matter of the French Electric Lighting Boards, Ltd., was 
before Mr. Justice Bucknill, sitting as Vacation Judge on 
Wednesday on a petition of the Electric Lighting Boards, Ltd., and 
its receiver for the compulsory winding up of the company. Counsel, 
who appeared in support of the petition, said the petitioners were 
judgment creditors, and it had been arranged that the petitioners 
should accept the personal undertaking of the managing director to 
pay a certain sum if the petition was adjourned until the first 
petition day of the next sittings. His Lordship adjourned the 
hearing of the petition as requested. 


ACETYLENE GAS AND ELECTRIC SMELTING Co., LTD. 


In the Vacation Court on Wednesday, before Mr. Justice Bucknill, 
the matter of in re the Acetylene Gas and Electric Smelting Co., 
Ltd., and in re the Companies’ Acts came up on a motion to rectify 
the register of the company by striking out the names of certain 
persons which had been put upon it as shareholders without their 
authority. The company was not represented by counsel, and his 
Lordship made the order asked for. ч 


NOTES. 


Trying to Avoid Electrification.—At the last meeting 
of the Great Northern Railway Co., Lord Allerton stated that to 
some extent the decision as between steam and electric power will 
depend on whether a steam locomotive can be designed and con- 
structed which will give much greater acceleration, coupled with 
more tractive power, without unduly increasing and concentrating 
the weight. We now read in the Times that quite recently the 
company have introduced an engine of an entirely novel type, 
which has been designed by Mr. H. A. Ivatt, the company’s 
engineer, and erected at the Doncaster works, and is now under- 
going a series of experimental trials. This engine is intended to 
haul the heavy suburban trains over the somewhat severe 
gradienta of the Great Northern line between King’s Cross, Highgate 
and High Barnet, on which stretch of 114 miles, it is anticipated, no 
fewer than eight minutes will eventually be saved by the stopping 
trains. “ Тһе engine, which has quite an imposing appearance, is 
really one of the ordinary eight-coupled goods engines, deprived 
of its tender, and provided instead with side tanks of large 
capacity, fitted with condensing apparatus, and slightly lengthened 
frames, coal bunker, and a pair of radial wheels. The cylinders are 
20 in. x 26 in, and the driving wheels have a diameter of 
4 ft. 74 in. The engine weighs about 80 tons, and is fitted with 
four safety v»lves instead of two, as is usual. The total heating 
surface is 1,438 вд. ft.; grate area, 244 sq. ft.; and the working 
pressure 175 lbs. per sq. in. The tank holds 2,000 gallons of water, 
whilst the bunker has a capacity of 4 tons of coal With an 


N 


average cylinder pressure of 160 lbs., the tractive effort;of the 
engine is approximately 30,000 lbs., which is expected to suffice to 
accelerate at the rate of 1:5 ft. per second a load of 250 tons, so 
that a speed of 30 miles an hour may be attained within half a 
minute of the engine starting.” 


To-Night’s Electro-Harmonic Concert.—To-night at 
8 o'clock the first smoking concert of the Electro-Harmonic Society 
for the 1903-4 season, will be held at the Holborn Restaurant 
(Crown Room). Mr. Martin F. Roberts, the assistant engineer-in- 
chief at the G.P.O., will occupy the chair. The programme is a 
very attractive one. The vocalists will be Messrs. Harper 
Kearton, George May, W. H. Brereton and Bertram Mills, 
also the Westminster Glee Singers. Mr. Harry Tipper will 
perform some silver bell solos; and Mr. Alfred Izard will render 
pianoforte solos. Of the humorous description there will be 
recitations by Mr. W. G. Churcher, songs by Mr. Fred. Stephens, 
and a aketch by Mr. Geo. Schneider. 


London County Council.—The Council on reas- 
sembling on Puesday decided to sanction the borrowing by the 
Hackney Borough Council of £906 to defray the cost of additional 
mains, and to lend £8,600 to the Fulham Council for electric 
lighting plant and meters. , | 

The Highwsy& Committee reminded the Council of the notice 
served last July by the Metropolitan District Railway Co. of 
intention to lay mains along Fulham Road, King’s Road, Uverdale 
Road and Lots Road, Chelsea, as shown upon plans which were 
disapproved at the time. Since then the Underground Electric 
Railways Co. had submitted for approval cross-sections of three of 
the roads where the proposed mains would cross those thorough- 
fares, indicating the position of the sewers affected. Having con- 
sidered the further particulars, the Committee stated that there 
appeared to be no objection to the works being proceeded with, and 
they had therefore sanctioned them. 

It was stated by the Building Act Committee that approval had 
been given to plans submitted by the Charing Cross and Strand 
Supply Corporation for the conversion of the generating station in 
Maiden Lane into a distributing station. Approval was given to 
plans presented on behalf of the South London Electric Supply 
Corporation for the construction of three water cooling towers in one 
AE and a motor house at the generating station at Loughborough 

unction. 


Obituary.—We regret to announce the death, at Cam- 
buslang, near Glasgow, where for some years back he has been laid 
aside from active duty through ill health, of Mr. George Henry 
Midgley, formerly chief superintendent of postal telegraphs at 
Glasgow. Long before the telegraphs became State property, Mr. 
Midgley held responsible positions in the service of the · Electric 
Co.—the principal concern conducting telegraphic business in pre- 
transfer days—which he joined, во far back as 1848, at York; and 
it was under him, as chief superintendent, that the staffs of the 
several competing telegraph companies at Glasgow—Electric, 
Magnetic, United Kingdom and Universal Private—were firat 
organised in 1870 to carry on there the service thenceforward per- 
formed in connection with the Post Office. "The selection of Mr. 
Midgley for this exceptionally responsible appointment proved not 
only highly acceptable to the different conflicting interests directly 
affected by the Government's new acquisition, but also very grati- 
fying to the great trading community of Scotland's most important 
business centre, where Mr. Midgley's courteous, affable manner 
and particalarly obliging disposition had marked him out as 
eminently qualified for such а post His somewhat early demise is 
sincerely mourned by a wide circle of old friends, 


Institute of Marine Engineers.'— The Council of 
this Institute have awarded their Denny Gold Medal to Mr. 
C. W. Barnes (Assoc. Mem.) A.I.E.E., of the electrical engineering 
department, Northampton Institute, E.C., for his paper, “The 
Electric Lighting of Merchant Vessels.” 


Berlin High-speed Trials.—It is reported that the 
Siemens car on the Marienfelde and Zossen line made a maximum 
speed of 125 miles an hour on October bth. 


The Junior Institution of Engineers.—On the 
invitation of the British Fire Prevention Committee a large number 
of members of this Institution paid a visit to the International Fire 
Exhibition at Earl's Court on October 2nd. 


Promotion by Merit. — An interesting scheme for 
the advancement of apprentices by merit has been adopted by 
Messrs. Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd, of Hartlepool Engine 
Works. Marks are given for time-keeping, good conduct and 
industry, and examinations passed in science and mathematics. 
The maximum number of marks attainable, exclusive of examina- 
tions, is 80, and apprentices who obtain 60 marks receive an 
addition of 6d. per week to their wages, with further increase for 
higher marks; as each examination counts 20 marks, it is evident 
that a steady and industrious apprentice may easily, derive con- 
siderable pecuniary benefit from the scheme. Moreover, promotion 
in the workshops and admission to the drawing office depend 
upon the marks obtained. Altogether the scheme appears to be one 
which is well worthy of imitation, as it is bound to ba advantageous 
to both apprentice and employer. 


Pd 
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Milan Exhibition, 1905.—In 1905 there will take place 
at Milan a great exhibition, the programme of which includes а section 
for the application of electric traction to transport by land and sea, 
and a section specially devoted to telegraphy, telephony, &c. 
The section devoted to means of transport by land will be the most 
important in the exhibition, and, naturally, the applications of 
electricity will be numerous. The following is a list of the various 
groups devoted to electric traction:—Group I.: Central electric 
stations. Group II.: Electric lines and materials for the line. 
Group III.: Rolling stock. Group IV.: Different applications of 
electric traction. Group V.: Documents. The section for tele- 
graphy, telephony, &c., is classified as follows: — Group I: 
Prejects. Group II.: Postal materials. Group III.: Telegraph 
lines. Group IV.: Wireless telegraphy. Group V.: Telephone 
lines. 


Electric Signalling.—An installation of Westinghouse 
electro-pneumatic signalling apparatus has been made in connection 
with the new station of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway at 
Bolton. 


A Capital Cure for Smoke Nuisance.— We read that 
the Glasgow sanitary inspector, in a report on the emission of 
black smoke in the city, states that Messrs. Robert Laidlaw & Son, 
Ltd., Broomhill Ironworks, have installed motors for electric 
driving, with power obtained from the Corporation Electricity 
Department, thereby considerably reducing their load on the steam 
boilers. Previous to the improvements being carried out, the report 
alleged, this chimney was, without exception, the worst in the city. 
The latest prosecution diagram showed 57 minutes of black smoke 
in a 60 minutes’ observation. Two diagrams taken since the altera- 
tions show no black smoke whatever. 


The Iron and Steel Institute.— It has been resolved 
to hold the next annual meeting in New York on October 24th, 
25th and 26th next year. After the meeting there will be an ex- 
cursion to Philadelphia, Washington, Pittsburg, Cleveland, Niagara 
Falls and Buffalo, returning to New York on November 10th. 


Fire.— Damage to the extent of £1,000 has been done by 
fire at the Kidderminster Electric Tramway depot. 


The Royal Traffic Commission.—The four members 
of this Commission who are studying rapid transit matters in 
America, have made an inspection of the New York underground 
railway work under the guidance of engineer W. Barclay Parsons. 


Bexley Electricity Works Opening.—The official 
opening of the Bexley electric tramways and lighting systems took 
place on the 1st inst. Aftera visit to the generating station at Bexley, 
where the Chairman of the Council, Mr. W. V. Hudson, J.P., C.C., 
switched on the current, the members of the Council and their 
guests visited the car-shed at Bexley Heath, and made an 
inaugural trip over a portion of the tramway system. Subsequently 
a luncheon was held in the Public Hall, sundry toasts and speeches 
following. Among those who spoke were the chairman of the 
Council, Mr. W. V. Hudson, J.P., Sir W. Hart-Dyke, M.P., repre- 
rentative of the division in Parliament, and Mesars. Мо: деу and 
Dawbarn, the consulting engineers for the scheme. Mr. Mordey 
referred to the disabilities erroneously suppcsed to occur with an 
alternating system of distribution, especially in the matter of motive 
power supply. He anticipated no great advance in efficiency in 
electrical plant, as its efficiency was already exceedingly high. At 
the conclution of the proceedings the chairman was the recipient of 
a souvenir from the contractors, who numbered some 14 in all. 


Personal.— Mr. H. Babington Smith has taken up the 
duties of secretary to the Post Office, in succession to Sir George 
Murrsy, who has been transferred to the Treasury. 

Mr. Henry M. Sayers, M.I.E.E., has left the staff of the British 
Electric Traction Co., and is carrying on a consulting practice at 36, 
Victoria Street, Westminster. 


Appointments Vacant.— Switchboard attendant for 
Falkirk (255); assistant electrical engineer for Oldham (£100); 
shift engineer for Reading Tramways (35s); clerk of works for 
Swindon Corporation tramways (£3 3s); assistant electrical engi- 
neer for Shipley (£110); switchboard attendant for the Dudley 
lighting and tramway power station; general clerk (£104), and 
switch board attendant (30z.), for the Bermondtey electricity depart- 
ment. B.e our advertisements to-day. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


MR. C. H. YEaman, assistant electrical engineer to the Islington 
Lorough Council, has been appointed chief assistant and distribut- 
ing engineer, at his present talary of £300 a year. 

Mr. Percy E. Rycrort, one of the senior engineers-on-watch at 
the City of London Electric Lighting Co.'s station, Bankside, has been 
appointed assistant engineer and works manager to the Islington 
electricity undertaking, at à commencing salary of £200, rising by 
two annual increments to £250. There were 101 applicants for the 
post, subsequently reduced to 12, which were interviewed by the 
Lighting Committee. 


On Wednesday last week, at the Croydon Town Hall Mr. 
J. Gray Scorr, borough electrical engineer, was the recipient 
of a silver table set from the offisials of the Corporation, to 
commemorate bis marriage. The town clerk (Mr. F. C. Lloyd), 
expressed the pleasure which it gave him to make the presenta- 
tion, as an expression of the good feeling that bad existed 
between the borough electrical engineer and his brother cfficials of 
the Corporation. He had no dcubt that good feeling would con- 
tinue, and he wished Mr. and Mrs. Scott every happiness. Mr. 
Scott thanked the town clerk for his kind words, and expreseed the 
gratitude of himself and his wife to the donors for their handsome 

resent. 
Mr. H. В. Busu, assistant electrical engineer to the Epsom U.D.C,, ` 
has resigned his post, and the vacancy has been filled by the pro- 
motion of Mr. GILLING, the second assistant. 

Mr. D. TATTERSALL has resigned the post of electrician to Mr. 
Harris, of Ingleton, in order to take up the position of manager to 
the Ingleton Electric Lighting and Power Co., Ltd. ; 

One day last week the staff of the Morecambe Corporatio 
electricity works were entertained at the Grand Hotel by 
Mr. PAPE, the borough electrical engineer, who is leaving to take 
up the post of chief electrical engineer to the Port Elizabeth authc- 
rities, Bouth Africa. The dinner was made the occasion of present- 
ing him with a silver cigar and card case from the members of the 
staff. Alderman CARLETON, chairman of the Electric Light Com- 
mittee, made the presentation. Mr. Pape, in acknowledgir g it, 
said that he hoped he would have the pleasure of teeing some cf 
the. present staff out in South Africa with him. An enjoyable 
evening was spent; there wag a capital musical programme, to 
which nearly every member of the staff contributed, and the 
evening closed with the singing of “ Auld lang syne.” 

At a meeting of the Shipley District Council on September 29th, 
Mr. R. LixpLEY moved the adoption of the minutes of the Gas 
and Electricity Committee, with the exception of the minute 
recommending that an assistant electrical engineer be advertised 
for at a salary of £110 p«r year. He remarked that the name of a 
certain gentleman who had been clerk of works for the electrical 
equipment for the Mid-Yorkshire Tramways Co. had been promi- 
nently brought forward, and he thought it advisable that before the 
expense of advertising was gone to, an effort should be made to 
come to an arrangement with this gentleman. He suggested that 
the matter should be discussed in committee at the conclusion of 
the meeting, and tbe resolution wa3 adopted. The matter was 
apparently settled in favour of advertising, as will be seen from our 
advertisements to-day. 

Messrs. G. L. Bapcur, of London, and G. L. Ётохткв, of Lin- 
coln, have been appointed junior engineers in the Dundee elec- 
tricity works. А 

Mr. Н. В. DogBI L.., late of the Buxton Electricity Works, has 
been appointed as chief outside assistant to the Bury Council at 
£120, rising to £150. 

The Dewsbury E.L. Committee has increased the salary of Mr. 
A. P. DRYBURGH, assistant electrical engineer, from £120 to £150 
per annum. 

On Thursday, October 1st, Mr. F. A. WATEINS was | resented with 
a Glad: tone bag on the occasion of his leaving the Midland Electric 
Corporation for Power Distribution, Ltd., to take up his duties as 
shift engineer at the Ipswich Corp ration electric lighting station. 

Mr. M. L. GAMLEN, engineer and manager of the Bromley (Kent) 
Electric Light and Power Co, has been appointed to a similar 
position under the Lancashire Electric Power Co., Ltd. 

Mr. J. A. T. Marsum, chief electrical engineer to the Dudley 
Corporation, died on Monday evening at his remdence, Vic- 
toria Terrace, Dudley, from injuries sustained the previous 
day. Mr. Marsh paid a visit to Mr. Cartwright, at Himley, and 
subsequently, accompanied by Mr. J. Cartwright and Mr. Т. Hanson, 
he journeyed to Wall Heath, all three being on horseback, their 
intention being to return to Dudley, via Kingswinford. Soon after 
they left Kingswinford, the horse ridden by Mr. Marsh, which was 
very fresh, bolted, but was kept well under control. He was un- 
able to check the mad pace at which the horse was travelling, and 
on arriving at the Cross, Kingswinford, the horee, in turning the 
corner, slipped in the channel of the road, with the result that he 
was thrown from the saddle, and was hurled sgainst the lamp-post 
at the corner. His leg was broken in several places, and he also 
sustained serious interral injury. He was at once removed to 
Dudley, and was attended by Dr. Messiter, who set tLe injured 
limb. On Monday Dr. Jcrdan Lloyd, of Birmingham, was called 
in, and as the result of a consultation with Dr. Messiter it was 
found that an operation was impracticable, and that the case was 
quite hopeless. The deceased gentleman, who was only about 
28 years of age, came to Dudley from Dublin a few years ago, when 
the Corporation’s electrical enterprise was in its infancy, and had 
since contributed very largely to the succeas that has been achieved 
in connection with that undertaking. He wasa very popular Cor- 
poration official, and his untimely death will be tly lamented 
by all who knew him. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Tonyrefail and Gilfach Goch Electric Light Co., Ltd. 
(79,€37).—This company was registered on September 21th, with а capital of 
£3,000 in £1 shares, to carry on at Tonyrefail, Gilfach Goch and elsewhere in 
Glam., the business of an electric light company, electricians, mechanical and 
general engineers, suppliers of electricity for light, heat, motive power or other- 
wise, &с. The first subscribers are:—J. Thomas, Boar's Head Hotel, Tonyrc- 
fail, hotel keeper, with 50 shares; W. Evans, Rhiwinder Farm, Tonyrcíail, 
estate agent, with 00 shares; W. T. Rees, Danygrove House, Tunyrefail, 
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olliery manager, with 25 shares: D. L. Jones, London Warehouse, Tonyrefai) 
draper, with 50 shares; J. Llewellyn, High Street, Tonyrefail, diaper and 
т, with 50 shares; D. N. Morgan, Danygraig, Gilfach Goch, surgeon, with 
shares; and L. Jenkins, Emlyn House, Gilfach Goch, butcher, with 50 
shares. Minimum cash subscription 1,000 shares. The number of directors is 
not to be less than three nor more than seven. ‘The first are J. Thomas, 
W. Evans, W. T. Rees, D. L. Jones, L. Llewellyn, D. N. Morgan and L. 
Jenkins; qualification, £10; no remuneration for tirst year, afterwards as 
fixed by the company. Registered office, 138, High Street, Tonyrefail. 


Wells, Rayner & Co., Ltd. (78.655).— This company was 
registered on September 26th, with а capital of £20,000 in £1 shares (4,000 first 
pro егопев, 10,000 second preference, and 6,000 ordinary), to acquire the 

usiness of electrical engineers now carried on at 56, Paddington Street, W., as 
Wells & Co., to adopt an agreement with A. B. Rayner, and to carry on the said 
business and that of electricians, mechanical engineers, brassfounders, metal 
workers, machinists, smiths, carpenters, plumbers, glaziers, painters, decora- 
tors, sanitary engineers, gas fitters, ironmongers, &c. The first subscribers 
each with one first preference spare) are:— T. H. Hewitt, 8, Smyrna Mansions, 

myrna Road, West Hampstead, N.W., gentleman; A. B. Rayner, 56, Padding- 
ton Street, W., electrical engineer; H. J. Chaplin, 86, Romola Road, Tulse 
Hill, S. E., law stationer; F. B. Hollis, 17, Bedford Row, W.C., architect; F. E. 
‘Howard, 49, Kingsley Road, Wimbledon, traveller; E. С. Rayner, Norman- 
hurst, Alexandra Park Road, Muswell Hill, N., woollen merchant; and A. W. 
Towse, 156, Sheen Road, Richmond, engineer. No initial publio issue. The 
number of directors is notto be less than three nor more than five; the first 
are A. B. Rayner (managing director), T. I. Cammell (appointed by first prefer- 
ence shareholders), and T. H. Hewitt; remuneration of director appointed by 
first preference shareholders one guinea per board meeting attended; no 
remuneration for other directors except 1uanaging director. Registered office: 
56, Paddington Street, W. 


Jarrow and District Electrie Traction Co.. Ltd. (78.680).— 
This company was registered on September 30th, with a capital of £50,0C0 in 
EI shares, to carry on in the United Kingdom and elsewhere the business of 
carriers of passengers and goods, electrical engineers, electricians, engineers, 
coptractors, wharüngers, agents, manufacturers of and dealers in way, tram- 
way, electric, magnetic, galvanic and other apparatus, mechanical and chemical 
engineers, generators, accumulators, transmitters, users and suppliers of light, 
heat, sound and power, by electricity, galvanism, magnetism, compressed air, 
gas, steam, oil, or otherwise, constructors, owners and workers of railways, 
tramways, slipways, or other ways or lines, &c. Possible agreemente with the 
British Electric Traction Co., Ltd., are provided for in the articles of associa- 
tion, ‘The firat subscribers (each with one share) are:— E. Garcke, Donington 
House, Norfolk Street, W.C., managing director of British Electric Traction 
Co., Ltd.; W. L. Madgen, Victoria Works, Belvedere Road, 8.E., electrical 

ineer; W. J. Greer, 55, South Katon Place, S.W., cbairman of Tynemouth 
and Distriot Electric and Traction Co., Ltd.; Н. S. Day, 33, South Square, 
Westminster, company director: C. H. Dade, Donington House, Norfolk Street, 
W.C., secretary British Electric Traction Co., Ltd.: W. G. A. Bond, 47, Devon- 
shire Street, Portland Place, W., director; and 5. A Sillers, Donington House, 
Morfoik Street, W.C., barrister. No initial public issue, The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven; the subscribers are 
to appoint the first; qualification, one share; remuneration, £50 each per 
annum and 5 per cent. of the dividend peie on ordinary shares divisible. 
C. H. Godward is the secretary. Registered office, Donington House, Norfolk 
Street, W.C. 


Kinetic-Swanton Co., Ltd. 178,688 )—This company was 
registered on October lst, with a capital of £5,000, in £1 shares (4,000 6 per 
cent. cumulated preference), to acquire and carry on the business of electrical 
and general engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electric, water and other 
engines and apparatus for blowing organs, manufacturers of air compressors 
and exhausters, importers, exporters, merchants, and commission agents, 
carried on by R. A. Cousans and L. B. Cousans, of Cathedral Street, Lincoln, as 
the Kinetio Blower Co., Lincoln, and by H. Swanton, of 62, Whitehorse Street, 
Stepney. The first subscribers (each with 1 ordinary share) are H. A. Cousans, 
Cathearal Street, Lincoln, engineer; L. B. Cousans, Cathedral Street, Lincoln, 
engineer ; H. Swanton, 62, Whitehorse Street, Stepney, engineer; J. R. Cousans, 
Tendrum Road, Lincoln, organ builder; H. Starke, 195, Upper Thames Street, 
E.C., merchant; Н. Mase, 45, London Road, King’s Lynn, electrical engineer; 
and J. 8. Dunstan, 62, Whitehorse Street, Steprey, E., engineer, No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than 2 nor more than 5; 
the first are R. A. Cousans, L. B. Cousans and H. Swanton; qualification, 50 

.shares. L. B. Cousans and H. Swanton are managing directors, and may hold 
office for 18 years, Registered offices, Rosemary Lane, Lincoln. 


-— 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


— 


THE seventh annual report cf the Bury Elec- 


Bury trical Department indicates a steady improve- 
Municipal ment in the financial position of the under- 
Electric takirg, which has this year earned a net profit 
Supply. of £21, after two years with deficits. The 


contributirg feature in this result is the 
improved load factor, and decreased works costs amountirg to 
nearly id. per unit. A great increase has occurred in power supply, 
amountirg to 136 per cent. on the previous year, and as this 
improvement took place largely at the end of the year, the future 
prospects of this portion of the business appear very гову. 
We are indebted to the borough electrical engineer, Mr. S. J. 
Watson, for the following particulars as to the number and horse- 
power of motors connected :— 


During year ending March, 1898 5 motors equal to 12 K. p. 
14 


» ” n 1899 5 " » | 39 
э » » 1900 4 » LL 14 9 
» » n 1901 15 39 97 58 » 
oe 13 ” 1902 19 » эз 89 99 
99 1? 99 1903 26 99 ” 2704 99 


Total to March, 1903 74 „ » 


The following table shows the total number and horse-power of 
the motors connected to the mains, together with the type of 
machinery driven, and illustrates clearly the appreciation which 
the small motor meeta with in Bury :— 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


Number. H.P. 
Bottling machinery 1 1 
Dentistry ius 1 à 
Engineering Ji " 10 1034 
Fane... — zt ee — . 13 : 12 
Hat works ... -— Y ns . 5 -— 23 
Hay chopping and corn grinding . 5 ses 13 
Hoists and lifts... PS: ee — 8 X 40 
Laundry machinery re i Bes | iss 8 
Leather works 828 — as. 5 
Mattress making ... i з e 3 1: 
Mortar grinding ... ae {+545 ‘weer. v i 20 
Organ blowing T s "D ' i 1 
Printing avi T . 6 = 38 
Refrigerating and ice-making ... 5 86 
Sewing machines ... га s .. 2 14 
Weaving... bas ies ЗЕ nx. | abe 7 
Woodworking ae ijs iv . 9 851 
Total e. 74 4572 


The department contemplates the acquisition of a tramway lc ad 
during the coming year, but the extra capital charges. due to 
extensions of buildings and plant, will, in all prokability, more than 
counterbalance any advantage due to the increased output for the 
next year or two. 

The charges for energy are as follows: — Private lighting, on the 
maximum demand system, 6d. and 3d. per B. of T. unit, or a flat 
rate of 44d. per unit; power, 3d. per unit for the first hour per day 
and 1d. after; public arc lamps, £17 108. per annum, and incandes- 
cent lamps, £1 2s. 6d. 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 
For the year ending March— 1903, 1902. 


Total capital expended ... 37 . £59,240 £51,127 
Number of units sold— 
Private lighting adi o *. 220,002 202,310 
Power ... P "C - ^. 141,123 59,773 
Public lighting vos Pr ies 56,582 53,264 
Technical school ок t Pus 8,286 7,990 
Total es s sae ... 424,993 323,337 
Equivalent number of 8 -C. . lamps con- 4 
nected ... us sis M Sad 35,647 24,668 
Number of public lamps е . 34 arc, 17 34 arc, 13 
inc. inc. 
Number and н.р. of motors -— e. 74 458 48 = 187 
H.P. H P. 
Maximum load in ку. ... 988 bak 3197 273 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue bs aaa er £6,060 £5,114 
» expenditure ... ove n £2,981 £2,6€4 
» profit ... ee 925 is £3,079 £2,450 
Average price obtained for private 
lighting... ja 7 КЕ 8:354. 3:874. 
Average price obtained for public 
lighting... 185 si T 2124. 2:094. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
° Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy iss s ses .. 485,658 320d. 
Meter and motor rents See sae X 397 22d. 
Sundries... КЕ ne Я? У - 5 ‘00d. 
Gross revenue ге iis .. £6,060 3424. 


LI 


Cost OF PRODUCTION. 


For year ending March— 1903. 1902, 
Gross. Per unit. Per unit. Ino. 


Coal ee oe ee ee es £697 59а, 19d. — 10d, 
Oil, waste, water and engine-room 
stores .. 2% T m E 100 6d. *06d. *00d. 
Salaries and wages incurred in gene- 
ration and distribution T 623 35d. "41а, — 00d. 
Repairs and maintenance of build- 
ings, plant, &c. ss “+ T 502 20d. воа. — Old. 
Works and distribution costs £1,921 1:084. 1:264. — 17d. 
Rent, rates and taxes “> Ке 89 22d. 2d. А 
Management expenses, salaries of | 
engineer and clerical staff x 520 20d. 87d. — 08d. 
General expenses, printing, sta ; 
tionery, insurance, ec. $4 149 "08d. 12d. -—044. 
Total works cost .. . £2,981 168d. 1:948. — 29d. 


A considerable reduction has been effected in works costs amc unt- 
ing to nearly id. per unit; the majority of the items chow improve- 
ment, the fuel item having benefitted by a reduction in cost price. 


Prorit STaTEMENT. 


Interest on loans 9285 $i zs .. £1,382 
Sinking fund. б Su es ši 1,409 
Net profit for year — 288 ps 21 

Gross profit ds TM S — £2,812 


The year’s working yielded a gross profit equivalent to 58 per 
cent. on the average capital employed, compared with 5 per cent. in 
the previous year. This amount was allocated to interest and 
sinking fund charges, and the balance of £21 being net profit, is 
carried forward. 
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CITY NOTES. 


Willans & Robinson, Ltd. 


THE report of the directors, to be submitted at the half-yearly 
meeting to be held at Victoria Works, Rugby, on Wednesday, 
October 14th, reads :— 

* The accounts for the half-year ended June 30th, 1903, show 
that, after writing off as depreciation from plant, &c., the sum of 
£6,849 34 11d. and paying interest upon debenture stock, the 
balahce to the credit of profit and loss account at the end of the 
half-year (including £1,374 198. 11d. brought forward) is £24,227 
12s. 8d. Oat of this the directors propose that dividends be paid 
at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum upon the preference shares, and 
at 6 per cent. per annum upon the ordinary shares, amounting in all 
to £19,999 16s. The amount payable to directors, in accordance 
with the articles of association, and with the resolution of October 
2nd, 1901, is £391 8s. 10d., leaving an available balance of £4,227 
16а. 8d. From this the directors propose to carry £1,500 to the 
reserve fund, and to increase the amount carried forward by 
£1,362 168. 9d., raising it to £2,727 168. 8d. Certain important 
orders have lately been taken on the basis of payment being made, 
in part, in shares of the companies giving the orders, and a note 
referring to this appears upon the balance-aheet. Tha Queen's 
Ferry Works are still not in a position to earn profite for the com- 

ny, but satisfactory progress has been made in overcoming tbe 


iffieulties which have been met with. The gas engine business, to 


which allusion was made six months ago, promises to be very suc- 
cessful. A vertical gas engine of 375 r.H.P.. which has lately been 
erected by the Corporation of Redditch, is working extremely well. 
The Corporation of St. Helens has placed an order with the com- 
pany for a horizontal gas engine of 750 1. fl. P., and two of about 
1,000 1. E. P., each have been ordered forthe electric light station at 
Reading. Two smaller vertical engines are also on order, and four 
other horizontal engines of about 300 I.H.P. each. It is believed 
that the patents which the company holds, combined with its 
‘reputation for good work, will ensure it a large business in gas 
engines." 


Chilian Electric Tramway and Light Co. 


Тнв report for 1902 shows, after payment of interest accruing on 
advances for construction and other charges, a balance to debit of 
£3,626. From this amount is deducted the balance to the credit of 
profit and loss account carried forward from 1901, £3,301, leaving 
a net balance to,debit of that account, to be carried forward, of 
£324. The net profits for the year 1902 on the operation of the 
tramways amounted to $271,058. During the first half of the year 
1902, а net profit was made of $92,998; but during that time busi- 
ness generally was very depressed, owing, principally, to the 
strained relations existing with the Argentine Republic, and the 
constant fear of war between the two States. In September, 1902, 
business began to improve all round, and the net profit from the 
tramways from July 1st, 1902, to December 31st, 1902, amounted to 
$178,060. During the 12 months ended December 31st, 1902, the 
company carried 45,175,916 passengers, earning $2,003,487, as against 
43,831,591 passengers, earning $1,965,660 for the preceding year. 
The reconstruction of the tramway to electric traction is now com- 
pleted, with the exception of 2 to 3 kilometres. During 1902 the 
electric lighting department showed a total profit of $113,390, which 
has been carried to the profit and loss account. An amicable 
arrangemefit has been arrived at with the municipality of Santiago, 
and that Corporation is now gradually taking’ the company's light 
over an ever-increasing area of the city. Capital outlay has ex- 
ceeded the authorised issue of capital and debentures, and the 
directors will have to bring forward proposals at an early date 
for increasing the capital to meet the necessary requirements of the 
undertaking. 


Electrolytic Alkali Co.— The report states that the 
profit for the past year amounts to £483, which is carried furward. 
This result is largely accounted for by the conflict between foreign 
and English manufacturers of bleaching powder, which has occa- 
sioned great depression in prices. 


Stock Exchange Notices.— The Committee has ap- 
pointed special settling days as under:—Thursday, October 22nd: 
Underground Electric Railways Co., of London, Ltd.—Fully and 
partly paid provisional certificates for £3,599,268 5 per cent. profit- 
sharing secyged notes. The Committee has also ordered the under- 
mentioned securities to be quoted in the Official List:—Metropolitan 
District Railway Co.—£2,116,666 3 percent. consolidated rent charge 
stock, in Jien (partly) of the 44 per cent. Ealing rent charge stock 
and the 4} per cent. Fulham rent charge stock now quoted. 


Direct United States Cable Co.—Interim dividend, 
3s. per sbare (at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum), for the quarter 
ending September 30th, 1903. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


| Wednesday Evening. 
AFTER their slight rally at the end cf last week, the Stock Exchange 
markets at first seemed inclined to relapse into an almost worse state 


than they were in before, but Mr. Chamberlain's speech had a good 
effect and another recovery has occurred. The support extended to 
Consols and those gilt-edged stocks which form the immediate 
satellites of Goschens has, however, not gone much further than that 
narrow circle, and timidity continues to play a leading part in the 
markets. Besides this disinclination of the public to take any hand 
in the generality of stocks and shares, there is still weakness in 
several of the speculative departments, and the flatness in the 
Kaffir circus has given rise to sales of investment shares elsewhere 
in order to raise money for the payment of differences and to main- 
tain the margins upon loans from the banks. This influence bas 
now spread tojthe electrical sections, which had so far almost 
escaped the infection of flatness that swept over the Stock Exchange 
during the latter half of September, and our price lists show a 
series of small declines amonget the supply shares, which latter 
usually enjoy firmness at times of depression elsewhere. i 

To particularise, there are eight falls in the electricity supply 
market against a solitary rise. At this season of the year an all- 
round improvement is fairly anticipated, the approach of winter 
serving to direct attention to those companies which stand to 
benefit by the drawing-in of the days. But although the returns to 
be derived even from the best class of shares in this market are 
high enough to warrant purchases, the buyers fail to put in an 
appearance. It is a daily complaint at the present time among 
City men that nobody has any money, and it is certain that those 
who have the capital, if there be any such, prefer to allow it to 
remain on deposit with the banks. Accordingly, a very slight pres- 
sure to sell has an effect quite unwarranted by ite extent, and the few 
sales in the supply shares led to falls of 5з. in Brompton and 
Kensington Ordinary, both the Charing Cross and Strand issues, 
Chelsea Ordinary and London Electric Preference. In the last case 
the decline means the adjustment of the price to that at which it 
stood before last week's rise, and the improvement in South London 
Ordinary is the recovery of a recent fall. Westminster Ordinary 
are also a little weaker; the Stock Exchange Official List playfully 
quoted them at 131 to 134 the other day. St. James's Ordinary 
exhibit the heaviest drop, amounting to £1. The prior charges have 
not moved to any appreciable degree, Metropolitan 34 per cent. 
Debenture providing the one quotable change, with a loss of a 
point. 

No alteration in telegraph stocks has occurred on balance. 
American railroad shares have sustained a certain recovery from their 
lowest prices, and the Anglo-American telegraph group is, therefore, 
firm. China” shares continue dullish at their reduced level of a 
week ago. The home railway market notices with interest that the 
London & Brighton Railway is about to introduce an experiment in 
wireless telegraphy on its system. Telegraph Trust descriptions 
keep idly steady. Direct United States Cable shares are to receive 
a dividend at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum. 


While there is a somewhat better feeling amongst Home Railway 
stocks, it cannot be said that business shows much improvement. 
As regards the electrical lines, Central London and City and South 
London now have a traffic decrease in each case to contend with, as 
one result of the comparison with takings in the Coronation year, 
to say nothing of such drawbacks as the lowering of fares by com- 
petitors and the slight scare occasioned by the late mishaps on the 
"Twopenny Tube.” The Ordinary stock of the latter company 
looks cheap enough to buy at its present reduced price, and in some 
quarters City and South London is advanced as a good speculative 
investment in view of the high return obtainable. Watetloo and 
City was done the other day at 94. Districts are 311, and Metro- 
politan 81. 

British Electric Traction of both kinds have receded 2 upon sales 
by speculative holders, and there is a little business passing in 
Buenos Ayres and Belgrano Ordinary shares at about 23. London 
United Tramway Debenture is atill difficult to get at anything 
under the top price of 105, at which it changed hands on Tuesday. 
Other traction shares call for no particular comment, bat amongst 
those which are less commonly dealt in it may be added 
that Calcutta shares are 7, Anglo-Argentines 44, Barcelona 8, and 
Potteries 94. The Preference shares of the last-named stand at 9, 
and the Debenture stock at 1044. New General Tractions are about 
10a. and 23 for Ordinary and Preference respectively. 

Following the decline in Electricity Supply shares, Electric Con- 
structions are 4 easier, while the Debenture came on offer, and 
shows a point fall, although General Electric Debenture is the same 
amount to the good. Willans & Robinson at 6 have been hardly 
affected by the issue of a report favouring the idea that the re- 
duction in the dividend is due to causes which should prove to be 
but temporary. Babcock & Wilcox at 3 are now ex dividend, and 
the Preference keep about 30s. 

National Telephone Deferred Stock and the Third Preference 
shares are both slightly lower, and the Preferred stock remains 
at par. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Present : Dividends for the last 
NAMB. Quotations otations 
Issue. irii three усаг. | фер; 20th, Det. Jen. 
: 1900. | 1901. | 1902. 
67,100 IUE 4% bs. e ee ee ee 100 ee ee oe 98 —109 98 —103 
25,000 | Amason d eroi Nor eee 10 " oe ке 84 94— 83 
119,700 Do. do. _ 5% Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,260 Red. А 100 x T - 70 — 80 70 — 80 
188,840 Anglo- oe ee ee eo ee oe oe 61s. 60/6 45 — 18 45 — 48 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. те. ee ee oe ee ео Stock 6 6% 6 91 — 98 91 — 98 
8,106,580 одо N A E^ diea oe ee oe T .. | Stock 2 Кү РЕА i 8 Кш 8 
44,000 Chili one, 08. $ ee ee ee ee ee 
18,06,3006 — . | 8100 8 8 5 8 5 146 155% ха | 145 155 xd 
1,841,200 Do. do. Bterling 600 year 4 & Deb, Stock Red. 4s .. | Stock as © ae 90 — AS xd 90 — 98 xd 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eo ee ee ee ee oe 10 44% 4% 63% 7 — 8 7 — 8 
1298] | Direct Spanish RES. soit oi ot ou % „ & 4 | SEB | Go Moa 
ee oo eo . x x 
6,000 Do. do. Cum. Pref. $e обу. eso oos 5 vs 6: 7 — 8 xd 7 — 8 xd 
80, Do. do. oe oe oe . 50 ее 98 — 102 % 98 —103 o6 
60,7101 | Direct United States 30 | s% | si% | 3% 103 — 102 101 — 103 
87,800 leg a Reg. Deb, within Nos, 1 to 1,900, Red. 100 - 98 —101 98 —101 
4,000,000 | Rastein Telegraph, Ord Stock | 7% | 7% | 7% | 121 —129 194 —129 
1,965,565 4% Mor f. Stock ee өө ee 100 ee oe — $3 90 — 93 
80,0008 Do. 4% Deb Stock . Stock ee ee ee —107 —1 t 
800,000 T Tele. 4% Mi, Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1900 100 ws - ao 99 —1C2 99 —102 
OL | CERE ISO Mort. Debs. be. (вагіна Bub.) 1 to 8,000 | 36 ш ; .. | 100 —108 % | 100 —108 % 
180,997 Sione TUENDA and 6%, ee ee 10 54 54 * i iud 1 9 
150,000 | Great of Co . к 10 |15% |15% |19% — = 
pages аенда % lst Mort, Debs. within Nos.) 100 99 —109 99 —109 
19,000 Buropean Telegraph ee ee ee 95 10 % 10 % 10% 8 — 40 87 — 40 
100,000; | London o-Brasilian Pree as, 6 % Debs. š 100 T ks 98 —102 98 —102 
1,988,808 | National Tetepnone, Pref. 8 sè 100 5 96 5 % 6 99 —101 99 —101 
1,908,001 Do. . Def. Stock А 100 44 75 — 77 74 — 76 
15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. lat Pref. .. А us 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
AE Бош u.c ̃ Е 5 97 
on-oum ii ee ee — 44— 
000, 0008 Do. йо. A Stock Red. о és .. | Btock | Bà 84 84 93 — 955 90 — ont 
111854 Oriental Tel eph Dah. Bock юп, fully pala | . 1 | 6 6 6 Баар 10, эр 
e Ет 80 Ов. Г 1 ee ee 5 T 
100000 Pacifio and European Tel. 4 % Guar. Deba., o E. „ Se T =o Zio 
8,808 | Submarine Cables " ee ee ee ee ae .. | Cert, es . as 116 —121 116 а 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone б 1% 1 96 7 96 6 
40,060 Do. do. f Sum. Pret. Nos. 1 to 40,000 6 in 6} 41— 6} 
170, 0673 Do do. Btock ie 104 —107 104 —107 
150,000 шеш Debs. 1501.800 guar. Bras, Bub, Tel 0 2 „ 95 — ав 
0 п oe oe ee = —: 
76,0003 Do. e. 224 $00 ne 1500 oe ee "T 100 ee eo 100 —108 100 — 108 
400,000 Do. do. рем Btock Red. . ee ee ° 100 98 —]101 08 —101 
88,881 West India and Panama T. ograph .. бас aè s 10 196 pZ Y — 
84,569 Do. do, do. 6 % Cum. 1st Pref. is А = = 
4,009 Do, do, do, 6 % Cum. 204 Pref. $a, 02 10 Me vá id 84— — 
66,0007 Do, do, do, -5 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee 100 ee ee oe 98 —101 98 —101 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


99,000 British Aluminium 1 Cum. Pref. ee ee е 10 ee 8 — 4 8 — 4 ee oe 
500,000: Do. do. 6 lat Mort, Deb. Biock Red. ee oe .. | Btock s 88 — 87 88 — 87 P oe 
100,000 British Bleotric Traction ee ee ee ee 10 9 % 9 % 8 % 1 18 121 — 123 19 194, 
100,000 Do. do. „ Pret. e ee 10 oe ee ee 11 7 12 114 — 12 11 lly; 
100,000 Insulated an е es ee ee oe et 8 . 
109,000 Do. do. 1 de . Pref. ое ee oe 6 ee ‘oe ee 5 — 5} N^ ee 
60,000 Do. do. ба. Mort. Deb. Red... 100 Ps 108 —106 102 106 es ee 
60,000 (TBrowett, Lindley & Oo., ee °з ee 41 8 Nil т А * oe oe 
Me ni q ve do. 955 та n - oe oe m : © xiü 1 Hie 14 2 es T 
Brush A to ee eo ee ee ee 
150,000 Do. on-cum. 6 Pref. ee ee en 2 6 8% 6% 1— if н 1 oe ae 
195,000 Do. 20 Perp. b. Stock Stock eo eo 97 —100 97 —100 ee ee 
126,00 do. Perp. 204 Deb. Stock ө Stock oe ee 85 — 90 85 — 90 ee ee 
85,000 | Callender's Cable Ж : 6 |w% 09% 1159, | п 155 2 E ila 
40,000 do. do. 5 1. . 5 ee aie 
1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord ee ae А Stock 4 4 94 — 97 94 — 97 96 
494,098 Do. 4 A3 Pref. Btock e өө oe Btock 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 
1,500,000 Оңу and Booth London Rail Due qu Bock | ix | d A 66 — 68 88 — 88 p 
wa ee ee ee ee ee • т = 
Be. O E 1st Mort. ‘Debs., 1 0 00091 419), and’ * * Re xao, á 
O 0 
pj EN ene; % „ | RS 
wan 80 ” 1 ee fe — ee 
- 19,130 Do. do. "e" Шаг, 01—017,189 . . $c b 275 Nil ee 1 af 14— ©з 
944,0381 Do. a О, UE dee Btock Red. 100 ee ee 12 = 77 72 77 oe 
100,000: Do. 3 . Certs. all pd. 100 КА 76 — 81 xd 76 — 81 xd s 
112,100 Electrlo Ocnstrootion, 1 Vo 1131 . 23 [69% | 69% | 695 ц Цц H— 12 i? 
51,800 1 Cum. Pref.,1t yir oo ae a T RE ee «s 
500 | Do. do. o Perp lst Mort, took we | Btook| .. Mm ИР 98 —10] 97 —100 Ие ; 
95,000 Gene жеи б: an Cum. Pre ee ee 10 5 % 5 % b 96 94— 10 94— 10 ee ee 
p С т, "Tel S. Mort, Deb. ee ee oe чок 20 0 "P 90 9, т wee 10 xd Ti =н ха * i4 
Healer’ е ` egrap ОГК, oe ee ee = T 1 
85,000 do. Pre f. °з ee 6 44 > ae 5 — 54 6 — bà i бы 
0.000 — Gutte-Percha 4 ЕШ D „ BK 10 4 10 10% | iea 13 184— 19 9 | їй 
u u or 0 0 ee т тт 1 
87,600 fL. err Overhead Ratna; Qui M oen 110 T x NX | очса ur! = a 85 
v oe oe ee өө TT T eo ee 
10,000 + Pref. £10 paid ee oe ee oe 10 215 n% oe 1 е 11 101 — 103 ee ee 
97,350 Telograpt Construction and Mainianance.. 19 174% 20 20 % 84 — 87 84 — 87 84 oe 
150,001 do. аре Нав, Мов, і 07,800 Red, 1900 100 ee ee ee 100 —108 100 ——108 oe se 
640,0003 | Waterloo & City Railway, Ord. Stock «© өө oo ve 100 8% 8% 84% 93 —- 96 93— 96 94 ee 


+ Quotations on Liverpool StockcExchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share Liss. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Electric Free Wiring }—}j. | Oldham, Ashton and Hyde Electric (£10 а), 3 та bee 
Do. do. 
Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, G pt: ber 3rd. 1908). 
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Closing Closing’ Business done 
Present NAME, - Quotations | Quotations | week ended 
Sept. 80th. Oct. 7th. Oct. 7th, 1908. 
1901. Highesi | Lowest 
100,000 Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.. oe eo oe oe aoe 8 
100, 000 Do. Ist Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. z E ET 116 —119 xd 116 -119 xd zs oe 
20,000 | Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 20,000 8 96 104— 11 1 11 103 z 
30,000 Do. 1% Cum. Pref. $5 к e. 10}— 1 1 1 En M 
50,000 Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 9 — 8j— 91 RE 
70,000 do. Cum. Pref. ea T "- 6 31— 5 57 
40, 000 Do. do. City Undertaking ” 44% Cum. Pref. die : › 4 Б 5 118 e 
950,000 Do. do. 4% Deb. Stoc k Red. oe ee oe e. os 104 —108 104 —106 ee . 
44,486 |*Chelsea Eleotricity Supply, Ord. : iu oe 5j— 6}xd 53 T 
70000 | City of London Electric Light Bung ont Ка, iio, Ss * 107 — 11 110 — 11 ji . 
, ty o ndon ectric ighting, — ws 1 (e 
40,000 Do. н um. Pret." ,000 es 18 — 14 13 — 14 «s | Ns 
400,0001 Do. Deb. Stock, Serip. (iss. at 115) all paid . үр 122 —121 192 —121 | sie 
800,000 Do. 4 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe., all paid. © 102 —105 102 —105 - E" 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Lighting, On. 1—40, 000. . i if 2 AME oe 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6% Pret, 40,001—60, 000. . 2 114— 1 11 1 В | ee 
400,000 po: do. 44% Deb. Stock .. ee . un 109 —112 109 —112 1074 P 
250, 00 do. 44% ind Deb. моск  .. s РЕ 101 —104 - 102 . 
50,000 Eamunason’ в Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares 1 oe 1 6H 
80,000 Do. dc. 6 % Cum. Pref. ёг 62 — 62 61 . 
140,000 do. 44% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock | i» 106 —109 106 —109 | us s 
21,000 | Kensin on and Enightsbridge кесш, oo 114 104— 114 К А 
,000 do. do. 4% jebenture Btock "s ds "s 101 —104 xd 101 —104 xd .. xo 
110,000 | London Electric Su ly Corporation, Limi 26 2i - 11— 2 11— a #6 - 
49,840 Do. O. do. 97 Pret, b es ve | P 54— 52— 5 54 Sy 
100.000 | Metropehvan nae Supply, 1 to bc ch. Ist Mort. Deb, Stock Red | Б 6 3, | 6% | "iX 117 — 183 1171 183 | i&à | i} 
' etropo з Supply, T E 
71,106 Do. 96 Cum. Pref. 1—11, 106, #8 paid ас 3 Á-— Ü — 34 25 Bi | 3$ 
230,000: Do. d 1st Mort. Deb. Btoek ee ° о ' oe ee | ee oe 110 —114 10 —114 . oe 
950,000 Do. Mort. Deb: Бюок Ней "m .. Stock | - Es 98 —101 xd 97 —100 e | M 
10/000. | B dates" resi мы erte Licht, GC lil... 8 hag 14% 14% | 18-18 ithe 183 15 ЕЯ 
, t. James’ ап ectric Light, : 6 1 14 4 oe 
90,000 Do. do. 985 7 Pref. 20, 081 to 40,080 6 | oe d ee 8 — 8 cd 9 | . 
150,0001 Do. do. 8} pe Btock Red ‚| 100 | $ » 24 | 98 —101 98 —101 T 
19,000 | Smithfield Markets Electric е Supply Org. . sm. wee] a ү 2 8 — 84 D — 8 | + 
65,000 | South London Electricit Ord. .. oe °з Ve e. 5 1 — 4 85 4 3114 
80000 | Urban Electric Supply, „FF | я, 4— xa | 4½— Bhxd| 5543 
80,000 Do. 6 % Cum. Pref. .. .. 1. . | 5 | | 41— 5 xd — 6 xd 41 
110,000 | Westminster Electric ‘Supply, Ord. Karo 4 ak. N 8 104% 108% 19 % 18 — 14 — 134 198 | 133 
98,141 Do. do. 6 „ Cum. Pref, .. .. .. . 5 | | 6 — 63 — 6 | Èj 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, October 7th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. Trice, idol ek METALS, &o. (continued). Vates. „ 
a Acid, H овон 8 .. per owt. 6/- ВР g Copper Sheet a ks .. per ton #11 ee 
a yy tric . - vá .. рег cwt. 22J- a g „ Rod. . per ton £71 05 
a „ Oxalic.. © " .. per owt. 82/- ae e " (Electrolytic) Bars per ton £65 £2 dtc. 
a „ Sulphuric .. per cwt. 5/6 ‘ e 70 ss eeta per ton £75 £2 dec. 
a Ammoniac, Sal .. per cwt, 42/- e я уз Rod .. per ton £67 £2 dec. 
ё Ammonia, Mariate (orystal) .. per ton £83 10 as e Е й Н.С. Wire рег lb. 8d. 14. dec. 
.. рег ton £80 VE f Ebonite Rod "S vis .. per lb. 8/8 ši 
n Bleaching powder .. es per ton £4 10 " heet zs .. per lb. 8/- T 
a Bisulphide of Carbon 3 .. рег ton E15 > я German Silver Wire ee per lb. 1/6 e 
а Borax.. x # E .. per ton £18 € А Gutta-percha fine. os .. per lb. 8/0 a 
а Benszole (90 %) ©» - .. per gal. 77. $ k India-rubber, Para fine . . per lb 4/48 to 4/74 dec. 
а »i (50 ка si ‚ рег gal. 6/6 А $ Iron, Charcoal Sheeta .. per ton #18 `$ 
& Copper Sulphate .. Е .. рег ton es „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 454 <a 
a Lead, Nitrate 85 as .. рег ton EN РР „ Forgings, according to size рег ton From £11 € 
а , White Sugar as .. per ton £81 si 4 , Scrap, heavy .. рег ton 47/6 to 50/- ve 
a ME D e ч Я .. per ton те à í , Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton £9 15 ws 
a Methyla pi per gal. А i 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% һ%160° o. per gal. 5/6 g Lead, English Ingot ee .. рег ton £11 10 5/- ine. 
a Potash, Bichromate, in oasks .. per lb. 8d. “> 9 » эз Sheet .. рег ton #18 
а i Caustic (75/8090). . per ton 29 m m Manganin Wire No. 28 .. .. per Ib. 8/- 6 
a Bisulphate sa .. per ton £35 © д Mercury per bot. £8 76 
а Bhellao e... per owt. 188/- Ps. ino. 2 Mica Gin original casel)stuall.. "er Ib. 4d. to 1/6 
а Sulphate of Magnesia és .. per ton £4 10 - i i " medium per lb. 9/6 to 8/9 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers  .. per ton £6 10 up d large .. per lb. 4/- to 7/9 . 
а + rene vered ae .. per ton £65 10 v p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. - to T 
a .. рег ton #5 s р „ rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 os 
a Boda. Caustic tio (white 109%) .. рег ton £10 16 LM н strip & sheet per lb. From 1/3 ee 
а 39 eo ee per ton £8 ee A Platinum ee oe ee per OE. £4 ee 
a2 „ W ‘casks. " ee per lb. 94d. vs p Bilicium Bronze Wire " per Ib. 10d. to 1/- is 
$ Bteel, Magnet, acc acc'd'g to девс' p n per ton £58 ix 
METALS, &о. f 4 » Mn in bars ee eo ur re ee 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £180 е g Tin, Blok. per ton { 2118 10 dec. 
b » Wire, in ton lots. per ton £168 #4 Д „ Foi . per Ib. 1/6 58 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton £1 га Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per 1b. 1/6 
p Babbitt's metal ingots .. per ton £43 to 2185 € p White Anti-friction Metals 
e Brass rolled me 2" to 12") basis per Ib. 7d. ‘“ White Ant brand per ton £42 to 265 es 
€ „ Tube (brazed) $4 .. per lb. j Yarns, 2/108 Grey TORON, on sp "la per lb. 8d. we 
@ n „ (solid drawn). .. per lb. 744. КЕ j „ G lea. Flax .. per lb. à oe 
€ „ Wire, basis.. oe .. per lb. 74d. x i $$ S8 ply 10 lbs. ' Russian . per lb 4454. ae 
e Copper Tubes (brazed) .. per lb. 9d. 858 j n» 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per Ib. 44d. z 
» (solid drawn) .. per lb. 94d. j 80 Ibe. Jute rove per ton 1 “з 
" Copper Bars (best selected .. рег ton 271 * Zino, Bu A Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per tcn £34 5 es 


Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; € Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.: f Indis-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare; k Edward 1 ill & Co.; 4 Bolling 4 Lowe; j Walter H. ше; апа 
Co., Ltd.; & Morris ay Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., ee * P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, aon & 8 Ltd.; p she lè Phosphor Bronse t 


; Week Receipts for m Miles * Week Receipts for i | Miles 
Locality. ending ihe aia l'otal to date. open. Locality. ending the 3 Total to date. open. 
£ & " £ * * , £ Z" £ &* ы 
Aberdeen .. + „Det. OR 1,50t a69 23," 80 8,273 10 a (South Staffordshire. Зер. 25 1,067 4306 4,513 + 4,965 213 —2 
Birmingham bs 5,476 66 203.221 1,031 - — Swansea. га - % 25 541 28 20,163 + 1,680 b — 
Bournemouth Sep. 30 1,120 — 104 | - = - Taunton .. ec T „ 25 66 2 2.883 — 923 i +13 
Blackburn .. T "P 124 13 = - Tynemouth : ie 28 3x2 15 12,688 | + 87 8 — 
Blackpool . Oct. ] 1,120 + 34 271 1110 МД © -: Weston - Buper - Mare. s 2d 163 1 „191 — 468 28 +24 
В! a0 kpool and Fleetwood = 8 76: | 17,975 1: 73 — Wolverhampton Dist ge 22 895 + 79 15,140 | + 7,113 | 108 " 
Bolton a га "T ^ 1 1.872 1 \75 6,765 | 25 e Д үү rexham ix 1 AD 176 — 3689 — — — 
Bradford бе it +4 no Yorks. Woollen Dis 1? w 28 198 | — 11,248 - 6 -- 
Brighton T * “hr * l 48 + 139 10,119 64 E t агаії А „ 26 004 | +598 52.960 | +15.4F5) 14 — 
Bristol ; 0 + €08 — — 2H 2 Chatham & Dis trio t Co. „ 24 617 + 22 0,511 712,703 8 53 - 
Um ave 5:9 910 ; NE 4 146 ү © Dover * я. n. Mew B 49 + 89 9,092 | 4 95 } — 
Barnsley District s. | Бер 18 6.975 ił e Dublin Vs 2 107 +518 76,708 | + 6,934 | 464 T 2 
| Devon pe rt TEES 021 bi 17,407 ( 5 — East Ham . n j 690 3 205 18,907 | + 5,733 | b t $ 
Dudley—Sto urbrid ge. 75 s3 9 j N 183 O | Glasgow is 15.667 2180 | 246,354 | 2.330 6 E] 
S Gateshead T ; 5 99 7 3 1617 | 104 2 = | Hull : 1,906 + 147 19,616 | + 2,495 11 1 
~ Gravesend — Northfle: " 06 + 68 9 1 78 ЗА - S Ilkeston * ae . Sep. 90 182 i 
9 Greenock—Pt. Glasgow n" 16 21,1. 1,08 74 = Isie of Thanet x í Oct. 3 63: + F8 9,552 | — 1,476 | 104 
c: Hartlepool p 302 105 01 M 63 2 ээ | Leeds a е " 9 3,099 +639 | 154,048 | + 9,482 | 41 — 
e Kidderminster F T 151 184 14 8 Liverpool à 7 .. Sep. 26 | 11,072 + 599 2.589 12.542 108 
$ Ме thyr ix " 16 j © Manchester - „ Oct. 8 | 12,181 6691 | 320,875 198,348 | 72 
MI di lleton . ' + í 68 í HÀ = Newcastle . 8 |, 680 655 — -- 11 — 
Oldham Ashton " 09 4 B = Portsmouth 1891 369 — — 29 
2 Pe terbor¢ ugh " l 7 B Salford T à - 90 на 
E Bo t . T + 35 0 + 1,799, 87 Ó Southampt T . 5» Д 1,099 + 16 — — 9 
ga! otte ries T T T 1.80 185 0, + 8,207 | “Ss „  Bunderlan 4 TH 1,218 +172 | 85,167 | + 1,885 | 2 +8 
Rothesay.. T 120 8 6,298 | + 1,613 21 | — Central] London Railway t 3 6,183 | —719 84,636 | — 4,202 6 — 
Sheerness " J 16 — 24 | — City and 8. London Ry. "S ) 544 | — 489 34,574 | — 8 5 — 
Southport " | + 12,881 | + 2,2 62 | — Dublin and Lucan Riwy. , 4 144 | + 42| 42,083 ai -- 
ыт Overhead Ry. „ 4| ENR 106 | 883 $3.9 9174 3 $ 1 ater) Jod 
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


EXPERIMENTS FOR IMPROVING THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF PRACTICAL STANDARDS FOR 
ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS. 


Report of the Committee, cox sisting of Lord RavrEIGH (Chairman), 
Dr. R. T. Огллеввоок (Secretary), Lord Kevin, Profe. W. E. 
AYRTON, J. PeRuy, W. G. Adams, and G. Савву Foster, Sir 
OLIVER J. Loram, Dr. A. Мовнелр, Sir W. Н. Presce, Profs. 
J. D. Everett, A. ÉCBUSTRB, J. A. FLEMING, and J. J. THom- 
son, Dr. W. N. SuHaw, Dr. J. T. Borromury, Rev. T. C. Friz- 
PATBICE, Dr. G. JoHNSTONE STONEY, Prof. 8. P. THOMPSON, 
Mr. J. RxRNIE, Dr. E. Н. Grirriras, Bir А. W. Rock, Prof. 
H. L. CALLENDAB, and Mr. GEORGE MaTTHEY. 


(Read before Section A.) 


DuniwG the year a very complete comparison of the resistance 
standards belonging to the Association has been carried out, and 
the standards have been compared with thote of the Reichsanstalt 
and of the Board of Trade. 

Tbe various units discussed in the report are: (1) The “ohm,” 
10? C. G. S. unita of res stance; (2) the international ohm—vis., the 
resistance at 0° C. of a column of mercury of uniform section 
106:3 cm. in length and 144521 grammes in mass; (3) the original 
B.A. unit; (4) the Board of Trade unit, supposed to represent the 
international ohm, but constructed in 1891 so as to be equal to 
1:0358 B.A. units; (5) the N. P. L. unit defined as No. 4, as deduced 
from the wire standards of the Association; (6) the Reichsanstalt 
unit, constructed at the Reichsanstalt to represent the international 
ohm; (7) the mercury tubes, constructed at the National Physical 
Laboratory to represent the international ohm. 

A full account of this comparison is given in Appendix I. to the 
report, by Mr. F. E. Smitb, of the National Physical Laboratory. 
It appears from this that changes have shown themselves in all the 
original platinum-silver coils. The relative values of these coils 
are discussed in the reports of the Committee for 1888, 1890 and 
1892. The 1888 report contains a very complete comparison of all 
the coils, not merely those of platinum ; silver; and it is there shc wn 
that they then agreed with the values assigned to them by Fleming 
M 1881. The conclusion is also drawn in the same report that, with 
the exception of the platinum-iridium coils A and B, no really cer- 
tain variations could be traced in the other coils between the results 
of Matthiessen and Hockine’s comparisons in 1864 and 1867, tose 
of Chrystal in 1876, Fleming in 1881, and the present secretary * in 
1888. A postscript to the Report for 1888 recorded, however, an 
appreciable change in the coil F in the autumn of that year. 

n Appendix f. Mr. Smith starts with the values given in the 1888 
Report, which are, as nearly as we can tell, the original values of 
the coils. 

Changes in the three standards F, G, H have already teen 
recorded in previous Reports (1890 and 1892). The standard coil 
Flat remained unchanged in value until 1901-1902. Petween the 
observations recorded in these years it increased in resistance by 
17 x 10-* B.A.U., and has not varied since. 

The alterations in the other coils since the compariscns in 1888 
have been as follows :— 


F. + 97 x 10 + B. A. U. 
9. + 33x 105 „ 
H.+ 18 x 10 — „ 


It should, however, be noted that, while between 1888 and 1890 
the cLange in F was + 64 x 10— B. A. U., that in G was — 27 x 
10 », and in H — 13 x 10^*. Since 1890 the same coils changed 
by + 33 x 10-5, + 54 x 10°°, and + 31 x 10 B A.U. respec- 
tively, while between 1901 and 1902 Flat, as has already been stated, 
rose by 17 x 10 * B.A.U. 

It is not easy to trace the causes of these changes. In the cae of 
Fiat the cbservations in 1901 were made at Kew, those in 1902 at 
Bushey House, and the change may in some way be connected v ith 
tbe removal of the coils. The changes in F, G, Н first showed 
themselves after the coils bad been subject to a very low tempert- 
ture, and may bave been started by strains due to this. 

Appendix I. gives the details on which these various stateme1 ts 
are based. It appears also from tho same Appendix that the new 
platinum-silver ohm standards of the Association have retained their 
values since 1898 practically unchanged. 

The comparison between the standards of the Asscciation and 
those of the Reichsanstalt leads to the result that the unit of the 
Association (No. 5 of those defined above) is less than tbat of the 
Reichsanstalt (No. 6) by (00105 ohm. This result is deduced ` 
(Table 1X. of Appendix I.) from a series of extremely concordant 
measures on coils of value 0'1, 1, 10, 1CO, 1,060, and 10,000 ohms; 
thus both the unit and the multiple cols agree in giving the same 
difference between the Reichsanstalt and ourtelvt в. 

By the kindness of Mr. Trotter a compariton has been made 
between the Board of Trade unit and those of the Association, with 
the result tbat, as deduced from the unit coils, the Board of Trade 
unit is less than tbat of the Asscciation by 00006 ohm.  Thisretuit, 
however, is not confirmed by a comparison of a 1,000-chm coil 
belonging to the Association with one cf those of the Board of Trade j; 
these coils show no difference. 

The above statements are made оп the assumption tłat tbe varic us 


* It is possible that coil F is an exception to this state mert. 
+ If the view be accepted that the laboratory unit is the same as 
in 1891, the Board of Trade standard has fallen since that date by 


*00006 ohm. 
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changes in the coils which have undoubtedly occurred have been 
rightly interpreted, so that we can now recover the absolute C. G. . 
value of the coil Flat, and hence of the standard ohm as originally 
determined at tte Cavendish Laboratory, and defined by the Com- 
mittee in the Edinburgh Report, 1892. 

That this is the case is borne out by the results of the experi- 
ments on the specific resistance of mercury, a summary of which is 
given in Appendix II. These are not yet complete. Mr. Smith 
has, however, constructed and calibrated 11 mercury tubes. The 
mean cross-section of each of these has been determined by at least 
four different sets of measurements. In nine cases the greatest 
difference between any measurement and the mean is not more than 
001 per cent. 

The values found for the resistance of each tube do not differ by 
more than 001 per cent. 

If we assume, as above, that the values of the wire standards of 
resistance of the Association are known in terms of the absolute 
C.G.8. unit, then it follows that the length of the column of mercury, 
1 equare millimetre in section, which would have a resistance of 
10? C.G.8. units, would be 106:291 centimetres. The value found 
for this same quantity by the secretary (Mr. Glazebrook) and Mr. 
Fitzpatrick in 1888* was 106:29 centimetres. We infer, then, that 
we still can recover from our standard coils the absolute C.G.B. unit 
of resistance. 

Again, the length of the mercury column consituting the inter- 
national ohm has been defined as 106:3 cm. 

But we have seen that the absolute C.G.8. unit as deduced from 
the wire coils of the Association has a resistance equal to that of 
106:291 cm. Thus the absolute unit} is smaller than the inter- 
national ohm by ‘009 per cent. Again, it has been stated above 
that the unit deduced from the standards of the Association is 
smaller than that of the Reichsanstalt by :0105 per cent. 

Thus the mercury standards of the Reichsanstalt, constructed to 
represent the international ohm, exceed those just made for the 
Association by Mr. Smith by 0015 per cent, or 1:5 parts in 100,000. 

Again, if these results be accepted, since the Board of Trade unit 
as derived from the wire standards is less than that of the Associa- 
tion by 006 per cent., and the Association unit is too small by 009 
per cent., it follows that the Board of Trade unit is too small by 
‘015 per cent. This difference arises in part from the fact that the 
standards of the Association, from which the Board of Trade stan- 
dard was copied by the secretary in 1891, are too low; in part from 
the fact that the Board of Trade standard has diverged slightly 
from that of the Association since 1891. 

Thus, to sum up this part of the Report, it may be stated that :— 

(a) The original B.A. anit and the standard ohm based on it (Nos. 
3 and 5 of the units concerned) can be recovered from the wire coils 
of the Association. | 

(5) The Board of Trade unit (No. 4) is now less than the laboratory 
unit (No. 5) by 006 per cent. 

(c) The laboratory unit (No. 5) is less than the international ohm 
(No. 2) by 009 per cent. 

(d) The Board of Trade unit is less than the international ohm by 
015 per cent. 

(e) The mercury tubes made at the National Physical Laboratory to 
represent the international ohm are less than those made at the Reich 
sanstalt by 0015 per cent. 

This last result must be considered as provisional pending the 
completion of Mr. Smith's work, but it is clearly highly satis- 
factory. 

Mr. Smith has also made progress during the year with his investi- 
gations into certain of the anomalies shown by Clark cells, bot the 
results of that inquiry are not yet ready for publication. 

The standard condensers of the Association have been frequently in 
use during the year; about 15 condensers bave been compared with 
them. They retain their.value in a satisfactory manner, and are 
convenient to work with, though possibly some improvement in the 
insulation might be desirable. 

A chronograph, purchased with part of the grant made last year, 
will enable the time measurements required in the measurement of 
capacity to be made with greater accuracy, and hence will permit 
of greater rigidity in the inquiry as to the permanence of the 
standards. 

The platinum thermometers made from the stock of wire pur- 
chased from Messrs. Johnson & Matthey, which at the time of the 
last report were in course of construction, have been completed, and 
the behaviour of some of them investigated throughout the past 
year. The resistance box available was the old Callendar-Griffiths 
box used in the work of Dr. Chree at Kew Observatory, having coils 
of platinum-silver on the binary system. The contacts are an old 
form of the Cambridge Instrument Co.’s type of plug contact, the 
cheeks being made of a special white alloy held in round Doulton- 
ware cups. In measurements with this box not much significance 
attaches to the third figure of decimals representing hundred- 
thousandtbs of an ohm, though the settings could be made to this 
amount at the lower temperatures. The box resistance-coils were 
intended for use with platinum thermometers of 1 ohm fundamental 
interval ooly, and therefore the two high-resistance thermometers, 
of 5 ohms fundamental interval, could not be measured at the sul- 
phur-point; their systematic investigation has therefore been tem- 
porarily postponed. The want of a better box for this work is 
seriously felt. 

Of the original six thermometers made in August, 1902, Nos. 1 


* Phil. Trans. 1888. 


+ The resistance taken for a column of mercury 1 вд. mm. in 
section, 100 cm. in length at 0° C. at the Edinburgh meeting in 
1892, was 9107 x 10" C.G.S. unite. Mr. Smith's experiments give, 
кошш the values of the wire coils known, the result 9408 x 10° 
C. G. S. units. 


to 4 are of 1 ohm fundamental interval, Nos. 1 and 2 being in porce- 
lain and 3 and 4 in specially thin Jena glass tubes of internal 
diameter 8 to 9 mm. and 38 to 40 cm. long. Nos. 5 and 6 are of 5 
ohms fundamental interval, and in somewhat wider tubes of speci- 
ally thin glass, through which the four leadsare hermetically sealed. 
The heads of all these thermometers are of the design used by 
Chappuis and Harker, the contacts to the solid ends of the copper 
flexibles being made by fusible metal cups. With reasonable care 
these contacts prove very satisfactory, both as regards the constancy 
of their resistance and their mechanical strength. 

In the construction of all theo thermometers care wus 
devoted to adjusting their fundamental intervals to be very close to 
their nominal values, and after completing this adjustment all were 
subjected to repeated annealing in air at a bright-red heat, thermo- 
meters Nos. 3 and 4 being temporarily placed in porcelain tubes for 
the purpose. 

The remaining four constructed last summer, and one of later 
date, all of 1 ohm fundamental interval, have had their constants 
determined from time to time during the year. One of them— 
B. A. z— was selected as a representative platinum thermometer for 
use in an investigation made to determine the relation between the 
platinum scale and that of the gas thermometer of the National 
Physical Laboratory at temperatures up ќо 1,000* C. Daring the 
time oocupied by two sets of experiments with this instrument, 
extending over about three months in all, its constants altered by 
an amount only just greater than their probable error, showing that 
it is quite possible to use properly constructed platinum thermo- 
meters up to temperatures slightly over 1,006" C. for long periods 
without fear of serious changes. 

The summary of the life history of the different thermometers is 
given in Appendix III. The chief fact apparent is that there seems 
to be a small but real difference between the д of thermometers 1 
and 3 on the one hand, and 2, 4, and 7 on the other, the maximum 
divergence being about 02. 

Prolonged electrical heating in air of the wire of one ofthe 
thermometers was not found to sensibly change the value of the 3. 
The cause of the small differences found is not obvious, and further 
investigation is being made on this point. 

A change in ô from 1:50 to 1°51 would make at the sulphur point a 
difference of 0:153? C., and at 1,000* C. one of 0°9°. 

The question of the resistance of copper has been raised lately 
by the work of one of the sub-committees of the Engineering 
Standards Committee. For commercial pu the resistance of 


copper is defined at a temperature of 60° Е. (15`55° O.). A table in 


Appendix IV. gives the values that have been found by various 
experimenters. . 

It isclear that copper is now pre of a higher degree of purity 
than in the time of Matthiessen. ing the mean of the figures in 
the table for modern electrolytic copper, we have, as the value of the 
resistance of 1 metre of copper wire weighing 1 gramme at 15:55" C. 
the value 0:1485, ohm, but the figures of which this is a mean range 
from 1475 to 1492. The value found by Matthiessen, as deduced from 
his paper in the Phil. Trans. for 1860, is 01500 ohm. Thus the con- 
ductivity of modern pure electrolytic copper is 1 per cent. better than 
Matthiessen's. 

The Committee on copper conductors, which investigated the 
question in 1899, adopted the number 0:1508 ohm as the resistance 
of a metre-gramme of commercial annealed high-conductivity 
copper. This figure has been accepted by the Engineering Standards 
Committee. 

Mr. H. A. Tay lor has recently placed in the hands of the 
two resistances of gold-silver wire made by Matthiesen ; 
to represent the resistance at 15°°5 C. of 100 in. of pure annealed 
copper, having the weight of 100 grains. The resistances of these 
coils have been determined by Mr. Smith, and the results are given 
in the following table :— 


Coil No. 1. Coil No, 2. 

Resistance of 100 in. of copper weighing 

100 grains, as given by Matthiessen in 

В.А. units a£ 15°5° C. .. m see 1516 1514 
Resistance found in 1903 in B.A. units at 

155° О. ... vas ав ses T 1513. 1518. 
Resistance found reduced to ohms at 

15 5 C. өөө TI TII eee 2 00 1493. 1492, 
Resistance deduced of a metre- gramme іп 

ohms at 15 5° C. ... -— ids m "1499, 1499, 


Thus Matthiessen’s value for the resistance of annealed copper at 
15 55° O. (60° F.) as deduced from these coils, agrees very mee A 
with the value calculated by the secretary from the figures in 
1860 paper. 

The Committee have had under consideration the drawings and 
specifications for the ampere balance as designed by the late Prin- 
cipal Viriamu Jones and Prof. Ayrton. The electrical parte of the 
instrument need construction under skilled supervision. Tests of 
various kinds have to be made continually, and the Committee have 
come to the conclusion that this supervision can best be secured by 
having the instrument constructed in the workshop of the National 
Physical Laboratory, under the care of Prof. Ayrton and the 
secretary, who, as director, will be able, with the assistance of the 
staff of the Laboratory, to control the work in an efficient manner. 

The Committee are of opinion that further expenditure will be 
required in completing the set of platinum thermometers, in par- 
ticular in providing a satisfactory resistance-box and in carrying out 
the researches on the Clark cell. They consider that it is of great 
importance that these researches should be brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion. 

For these reasons they recommend that they be re-appointed, with 
a grant of £60, that Lord Rayleigh be chairman, and Mr. R. T. 
Giasebrook secretary. 
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APPENDIX I. 


On the Values of the Resistance of Certain Standard Coils of the 
British Association. By F. E. SurTH. 


(From the National Physical Laboratory ) 
[The Report covers the period 1888—1903 inclusive. | 


Changes of very considerable magnitude have taken place since 
1892 in the old B.A. standards. The removal of the coils, first to 
Liverpool, then to Kew, and finally to Teddington, has resulted in 
the comparisons being incomplete in some years. In consequence, 
the difficulty of locating differences has correspondingly increased. 

The observations recorded are in terms of B.A. Flat. Owing to a 
change in Flat taking place, however, the 1903 comparisons were 
made chiefly with Nalder 3,715. 

In Table I the approximate difference in B.A.U. between Flat and 
tbe B.A. units coils F, G, H of the Association are given. 

Table IT. gives the difference in ohms between* (1:01358 x Flat) 
and other platinum-silver coils. Temperature of observations, 
16* C. 


TABLE I. TABLE II. 
f Flat. (101858 x Flat.) 
| ————————————— — ͥ ́— 
R B Nelder | Elliott | Elliott | Elliott 
| | 8,71 964 269 
1888 47x10 > +91х10-+77х10-] — — = a 
1500 | —17 4-112 +90 — — — — 
же. de = —  |418x10^| — = 
1892 —18 +108 +92 — — — — 
1891 . — | — — 17x10” — —87 x10 27 x10” 
1897 — — — — — — — 
1898 — 96 | +99 4 69 17 +9 —46 +91 
1900 |—47 i+ +68 17 +28 —59 +97 
1901 —42 + +70 17 +28 — 64 + 27 
1902 |—88 4 90 +16 0 +88 —39 + 44 
1908 |—88 +15 +16 0 —  |-89 +44 


Table IIL shows the percentage difference between (101358 x 
Fiat) and the unit of two 10-ohm platinum-silver coils of the Associa- 
tion at 16? C. 


TABLE III. 
(101358 x Flat.) 
Year. S eT ate NE M RD Mi EM DLL RCM D d 
Elliott 288. | Elliott 289. 
1897 —27 x 10-5 | +7 * 10 
1898 — 27 +7 
1902-3 —10 +24 


— — 


The coils F. G and H sre similarly constituted: they are the 
old B.A. coils made by Matthiessen. No. 3,715 is by Nalder Bros., 
and the remainder of the coils by Messrs. Elliott Bros. No. 264 is 
a coil belonging to the Board of Trade, and has been returned to 
Whitehall ; hence there are no observations for 1903. 

Tables L, II. and III. assume Flat to be constant. It will be 
observed that the differences of Flat and 3,715, 270, 288 and 289 are 
constant from 1897 to 1901. From 1901 to 1903 a change of about 
'017 per cent. is evident between Flat and the coils 3,715, 264, 269, 
270, and again between Flat and the units of the coils 288 and 989. 
This suggests a change in the value of Flat from 1901. 


(То be continued.) 
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THE PARALLEL WORKING OF ALTERNATORS. 
By B. Hopxusson. 
(Abstract of Paper read before Section €, September 14th.) 


dynamo connected to a source of supply of constant amplitude and 
periodicity, and driven by a constant power or working against a 


of energy from the mains. 

The practical problem is to keep these oscillations, with their 
accompanying fluctuations, in the flow of energy to or from the 
mains or bus-bars, within moderate limite. 

The oscillations may be either free or forced. To clear the ide as 
we may consider the case of a dynamo working as a synchronous 
motor, bat the results are immediately applicable to the case of a 
TU MMMMMMMMMMMMMMM——M———M———À———MM— MÀ 


* 1 ВОТ. ohm. = 1:01358 B. A. U. 


generator. Suppose that the load on the motor is alightly increased. 
The motor will take up a position in which the phase difference 
between it and the generators is rather greater than before. The 
torque developed by the motor increases. If now the additional 
load be removed, there will be a balanoe of torque of that amount 
available for accelerating the motor, which accordingly will proceed 
to catch up, so to speak, the state of steady motion. After a time 
it will arrive at the position of steady. motion, but will then be 
moving with more than the steady motion velocity. In consequence 
of the difference of velocity, the motor will not exert quite the 
steady motion torque, but there will be a balance of torque tending 
to accelerate it or retard it. "This, if the difference in velocity is 
small, will be proportional to that difference. 

The oscillations thus produced are the free oscillations executed 
by the dynamo when disturbed by a temporary change of 
conditions — e g., if its load be suddenly thrown off, or if, being & 
generator, it be switched into parallel with its fellows. 

It is obvious that the importance or otherwise of theso free 
oscillations depends on whether they are damped out or not. It 
has usually been assumed tbat the oscillations are resisted by a sort 
of viscous foroe, and if that is so the oscillations will of course, 
rapidly disappear. I have, however, recently shown that under 
certain circumstances the oscillations will continually increase in 
amplitude and the running of the dynamo will be unstable. 

Suppose that the dynamo is working as a generator and is driven 


by a force with a certain үе variation —e. 9, by a reciprocating 
со 


engine. It is supposed to upled in parallel with such a number 
of other machines that the bus-bar potential is practically constant. 

Then forced oscillations are produced by uneven turning moment 
in the prime mover. Superposed on them there will be the free 
oscillations already considered. 

The possibility of parallel working, or of the working of a вуп- 
chronous motor, therefore depends on two conditions. First, апу 
free oscillations must be damped out within a short time of being 
set up. Second, the forced oscillations must be of such moderate 
1 as not to interfere with practical working. I will 
d first with the last-named condition, as it admits of much 
simpler treatment than the other. 

For an ideal machine, without any flywheel effect at all, the 
phase displacement is always such as to correspond exactly with the 
torque exerted by the prime mover. Such a machine would ran 
fairly well in parallel with others, simply delivering to the bus- 
bars at all times exactly the energy given to it by its engine. But 
now if a flywheel be added, so long as the natural period of the 
alternator is less than that of the variation in turning moment, the 
amplitude of the oscillations becomes greater with increase of fly-wheel 


effect until there is perfect resonance, and the oscillations are only 


restrained by the viscous damping. Further increase in the fiy- 
wheel effect results in a continuous diminution of the oscillations. 

Now, the practical rule always adopted by designers for working 
in parallel is that the angular displacement of the machine in a 
revolution when running unloaded as compared with a uniformly 
revolving wheel shall not exceed a certain fraction (varying from 
tis to т) of the angular pitch of the poles. The practical rule, 
therefore, directly limits the angular amount of the forced 
oscillations, provided that the natural period of oscillation of the 
alternator is large compared with the period of variation in turning 
moment, 

Limitation of the angle by which the machine deviates from 

ectly uniform rotation is not, however, precisely what is needed. 
hat should be limited is rather the amount of the fluctuation in 
the rate at which energy is delivered by the machine to the bus- 
bars. This, since the speed is practically constant, is proportional 
tu the variation of torque, and depends upon the electrical proper- 
ties of the machine, and is inversely proportional to the square 
root of its self-induction. Hence a machine with small self-induc- 
tion will operate worse in parallel under a given amount of 
angular displacement than will another of large self-induction, 
always supposing the above-mentioned condition of long natural 
period to be fulfilled. Here, therefore, is a sufficient explanation 
of the wide variation in angular deviation permitted by different 
designers; what suits one machine will not suit another, and a 
machine with small self-induction and armature reaction, or what is 
called a machine with good inherent regulation, must be subject to 
more stringent rules as regards angular deviation than one with 
large self-induction. 

Another cause which makes a fixed rule as to angular deviation 
inapplicable to all cases, is the fact that in some designs the natural 
period of oscillation may not be long, compared with the period of 
the engine impulses. Should these two periods become even 
approximately equal, the rule quite ceases to be applicable, and the 
amount of angular deviation in actual working as a generator bears 
no fixed relation to, but is much greater than, the same deviation 
when unloaded. As a matter of fact, in machines as now designed, 
in which the self-induction and armature reaction are usually 
sufficient to allow the machine to be short-circuited when partially 
excited without damage, the natural period of oscillation, even 
without a flywheel, is usually greater than the period of engine 
impulse. The latter period, even in a slow speed engine, will not, 
as a rule, exceed one-third of a second, while the natural period 
will be found to be of the order of half a second or more, and very 
much greater with a heavy fly-wheel. Probably, therefore, a 
designer will generally be justified in assuming that the two periods 
are sufficiently different to ensure that he will get about the rame 
angular deviation when delivering energy to the bus-bars as when 
the machine is running disconnected. He will, however, have to 
take account of the change in the rate of flow of energy to which 
that deviation corresponds on his particular machine, and it is in 
neglecting that factor that the practical rule reems to be illogical. 

We have, so far, considered that particular component of variation 
in turning moment which,is responsible for the major part of the 
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pbase displacement when the machine is running disconnected, and 
which ia sccordingly, alone regarded in the practical rule for flywheel 
effect. That, however, is no: iv fact the only component of the varia- 
tions; there will be other components of both longer and shorter 
period. Take, for example, the case of a single-cylinder double- 
acting Körting gas engine running at 90 revolutions. The principal 
variation in turning moment, and the only one producing any 
appreciable effect on the phase displacement when running light, 
will be due to the explosions, and will have a period of one-third 
of a second. As stated above, the naturs] period of oscillation of 
the alternator will probably be much greater than this. But there 
will also be a variation in turning moment due to the weight of the 
crank, with a period the same as that of the revolution of the 
engine, or two-thirds of & second. Now, it is not impossible, with 
a light flywheel, for the period of oscillation of the alternator to 
have that value, and, if that were so, violent hunting would be set 
up, even though the variation in turning moment due to this cause 
were too small to produce an appreciable effect on the pbase 
dieplacement when runring light. Only, in this case of a small 
disturbing force, the approximation of periods must be fairly close 
to produce serious effects. The ordinary rules as to flywheel effect 
generally result in the natural period of oscillation being substan- 
tially greater than the period of revolution of the engine, but in a 
somewhat roundabout and accidental way. In seems highly de- 
eirable on many grounds to pay more attention than has hitherto 
been usual to the natural period of oscillation of the alternstor 
when specifying flywheels. The period of oscillation of the 
governor of the engine should not be lost sight of ; this is generally 
fairly long, and may not impossibly give rise to resonant oscillatione. 

So far, we have considered the forced oscillations caused by the 
uneven turning moment of the prime mover in a generator working 
in parallel with a number of others. A very similar and equally 


important problem is that of a synchronous motor or rotary driven - 


from mains in wbich tbe potential varies periodically owing to 
unevenness of rotation in the supply generators. Here, if the 
motor or rotary bad no flywheel effect at all, it would follow the 
generators precisely in their oscillations. In the case of a 
rotary, it is unusual to have any flywheel, and consequently the 
oecillations of the rotary may exceed in amplitude those of tbe 
generator. Furthermore, the danger of actval resonance with the 
revolution of the engine is in this case very much greater. I came 
across a case recently of a motor-generator which could not be 
worked owing to reeopance. Its natural period happened to be 
very nearly equal to that of the revolution of the generator—about 
two-thirds of a seccnd—and it dropped out of step in a very short 
time, though the variation of turning moment in the period in 
question must have been quite small. By altering the field current 
BO as to increase the natural period about 25 per cent., the forced 
oscillations disappeared almost completely, showing that tbe diff- 
culty was entirely due to resonance. This suggests tbe reflection 
tbat it might possibly be better in some cases to put flywheels on 
the comparatively high speed rotaries, and allow a small fiywheel 
and a bigger angular deviation in the slow- spe ed generators. 

The onestion of free orcillations is a very much more complicated 
and difficult one than tbat of forced oscillations The period is, of 
course, easily determined, but tbe importance or otherwise of these 
oscillations depends almost entirely on the way in which they are 
damped. The oscillations may continually increase according to 
an exponential law, and the running of the machine will be im- 
possible as a practical thing. 

Consider an ideal synchronous motor in which the exciting 
curent is maintained absolutely constant, while the field magnets 
and the armature core and conductors are so perfectly laminated 
tbat no appreciable eddy currents flow therein. I find tbat the 
motion of such a motor is unstable, provided that Lp > p. Here 
p is the resistance and rp is the reactance of the armature and any 
conductors in series with it. The condition rp > p is generallv 
fulfilled, so that an ideal motor such as that described is in general 
unstab'e, snd all motors bave this element of instab lity. In actual 
macbines, however, there are a number of causes which give rise to 
real viscots forces, and generally overcome this tendency to in- 
stability. Such are the local currente induced in the substance 
of the armature conductors, and (generally, but not always) the 
“ amortisseur " є ffect of currents induced by the oscillations in the 
pole-pieces, the field coils, and in any special “ amortisseur ” coils 
put there for the purpose. | 

Of the causes mentioned above as making for stability by pro- 
ducing a viscous damping effect, the most important is that 
described as giving rise to “smortisrenr” action. Consider an 
ideal motor of the type described in the last paragrapb, coupled to 
mains giving constant alternating potential, moving steadily and 
doing external work. For simplicity we may suppore the open- 
circuit potential of the motor to be equal to tbat of the mains. 
The effect of the armature current on the field will be to decrease 
the induction in the field magnets somewhat and also to distort it, 
so that the point of msximum induction and zero back E.M.F. 
is displaced backward against the direction of rotation. Suppose 
that the motor executes oscillations about the position of steady 
motion. Then the field will experience variations of like period 
both as regards its magnitude and its distortion. 

Now, suppose that the pole-pieces are surrounded by short- 
circuited copper conductors, and that the pole-faces are covered 
with copper plates, or have copper conductors threaded through 
them to form a grid. Then tbe changes of magnetising force due 
fo the armature current will cause induced currents to flow in these 
conductors, and the general effects of the currents will be to some- 
what reduce the amplitude of the changes of induction in the pole- 
pieces, and to cause them to lag rather behind the changes in 
armature reaction which gave rise to them. In other words, the 
currents tben circulating in the "amortisseur “ coils are such as to 
reduce the magnetisation somewhat and to displace the point of 


reducing the 


maximum induction ог z zro open-circuit E. M. F. rather behind the 
position which it would occupy in ordina-y steady motion. 

We have to consider the effect of these changes in the 
induction on the torque at this moment. First, as regards the 
demagnetisation, due t» diminution of current in the field coils or 
to currents in short-circuited windings surrounding the pole-pieces. 
It is easy to show that the effect of reducing the field current in 
& synchronous motor may bs either to increase or diminish the 
torque—it depends on the load on the motor. Similar considera- 
tions apply when the dynamo is working as a generator, only in 
this case the effect of the induced currents may be to increase the 
mag aetisat ion. 

We may now consider shortly the damping effect of solid pole- 
pieces, copper plates over the pole-faces, or copper bars threaded 
through the pole-face to form a grid. Asalready pointed out, the 
effect of the currents in such conducting bodies at the moment when 
the motor is in the position of steady motion, but moving with 
more than the steady motion velocity, is to so distort the field as to 
move the position of maximum induction somewhat behind that 
which it occupies in steady motion. This is in effect the same as 

hase difference between motor and generators, and it 
therefore in all cases results in a reduction of the torque of the 
motor as compared with the normal steady motion torque, or on the 
balance in retardation of the motor. Hence damping coils of this 
kind invariably exert a true damping or viscous effect. Moreover, 
I have worked out the amount of the effect, and find that it is much 
greater than that due to the variation of current round the pole- 
pieces. It is these conductors across the face of the pole pieces 
that are the really useful amortieseurs,” and by their use it would 
seem that the motion can always be made stable 

I do not propose here to go into the actual valae of the damping 
effect produced by these amortisseur coils. It has been worked 
out and the resolts will shortly be published. One thing, however, 
may be noted here, and that is, that as the resistanc» of the coils is 
diminished, the effect increases to a maximum and then diminishes. 
It is obvious that if the pole-pieces were surrounded by perfectly 
conducting coils and faced with perfectly conducting plates there 
could be no changes of induc'ion produced by an o:cillation about 
steady motion, and, therefore, no ping effect. The poiat is that 
the coils diminish the amplitude of the changes of induction pro- 
duced by armature reaction approximately in proportion to tueir 
conductivity, aod at the same time give rise to a difference of phase 
between those changes and their cau:e. Tbe amount of damping 
effect is proportional to the amplitude of the changes and to t 
pbase difference. It is therefore possible to increase the conduc- 
tivity of the coile too far—that is, to such an extent tbat the 
diminished amplitude more than compensates the increased pase- 
difference. Whether this bappens in practise I am not prepared to 
say, as it depends on many elements, such as the period of oscilla- 
tion, amount of armature reaction, ёс, but I am clsar that it is not 
impossible with constants such as one meets with in ordinary 
desig 18. 

О is otber point is of interest in connection with “ amortisseur " 
coiis. They have been regarded here as a means of removing that 
tendency to instability as regards free oscillations which is inherent 
in all machines. Of their great value for that purpose there can be 


no doubt whatever. It has often been suggested that they also play 


an important part in reducing the forced oscillations which were 
considered in the first section of this paper. My own belief, how- 
ever, is that their action in tbat respect is insignificant. 

To sum the whole matter up, the proper way to deal with forced 
oscillations is to use the right fly-wheel, while damping coils must 
be used for giving stable free oscillations. 


ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS IN INDIA. 


[By a Bombay CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Donixd the past year the subject of the electrification of the larger 
Iadiau сіїізв and districts has been the subject of considerable dis- 
cussion. Calcutta bas for some time possessed a system of electric 
tramways, th» history of which has, however, been sadly marred by 
the repeated deaths of natives from fallen wires; electric fans have 
been generally introduced in the larger hotels and in many 

Eur pean bungalows. Madras also followed the example of Cal- 
catta, and adopted an experimental system of both tramways and 
lighting. Both of these are now to be extended. Bombay, 

with its three-quarters of a million of inhabitants, possesses 

neither at the moment. The Corporation bave, however, granted a 
concession for both to the Brush Electrical E igineeriog Co., and it is 

generally understood that operations will shortly be commenced. 
The problem of electric traction in this city is, however, complicated 
by the very good horse tram service which now prevails. This is 
in the hands of an American syndicate, who work it for all it is 
worth with characteristic trans-Atlantic energy. The conditions 
are also especially favourable for horse traction; there are no 
gradients, and most of the streets, especially in the native quarter, are 

narrow and densely crowded by a native population. Horses, foader 
and labour are all exceptionally cheap, the consequences being that a 
horse tramline can be worked at a phenomenally low cost. This is 
shown by the low fare charged, vis., 11. per journey of six or eight 
mile: in addition to which the “correspondence” system prevails. 
The Brush Co, who have undertaken the electrification of this 
line, and who will indirectly have to buy up the existing company 
at a profit to them, will have to produce one of the cheapest 
electric tramways in the world to get below the existing fares. 


\ 


Pol. 53. No. 1,350, Остовев 9, 1903 ] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


601 


The progress of this enterprise will be full of more than 
local interest. The lighting of the streets which will be in 
the hands of the same company will also be a large undertaking. 
There is further a considerable demand for motive power, 
especially for punkahs, for printing avd for many small industries 
which at present demand gas or oil engines. The coming elec- 
_ trification of Bombay should also offer an attractive market to the 
manufacturers of dynamos and electrical accessories generally. 
There should Ъз an enormous demand for large supplies of 
electric energy from the various cotton mills, if the eale price can 
be adjusted at from 3d. to 44. per B.T.U. Labour is cheap at 4d. 
per day, whilst the price of coal varies from 12s. per ton for 
gal, and 193. for Welsh qualities. The Brush Co. have to tackle 
an installation of considerable magnitude. In the cities of 
Northern Bengal, the introduction of electricity is the dominant 
question. Delhi was to have initiated its municipal lighting 
before the Durbar, but the contractors only succeeded in 
digging the holes in the streets for the lighting standards 
before that historic event; the unfortunate delay left the 
narrow streets of that interesting city particularly dark 
during the late great. ceremonials. Lucknow is keenly alive to the 
desirability of this new adaptation of energy for both lighting and 
traction purposes. Its Corporation have been approached for a 
concession by several syndicater, but the municipality is keenly 
alive to the opportunity presented for making bargain” for the 
future as well as the present. A committee has been appointed t> 
draw up a list of the Corporation’s terms, for submission to all 
applicants. Messrs. Crompton & Co. are generally reported to 
have secured a concession from the Nizam for the monopoly of the 
supply of electricity to bis Highness's dominions. Deccan con- 
cessions for all sorts of purposes are so generally koown on this side 
of the Indian Ocean, that they are not locally regarded as being 
very desirable speculstions. Karachi is also much talked of as a 
promising field for electrical speculation. The Corporation, how- 
ever, are so satisfied with their existing lighting by Kitson and 
Washington kerosene lights, that something under 3d. per B.T U. 
will be necessary to tempt that municipality to hand over its 
street to an electric monopoly. Still, the advent of electric 
installations is regarded as being both inevitable and immediate. 

Га March, 1903, the Indian Electricity Act, to make better pro- 
vision for facilitating and regulating the supply and use of electrical 
energy forlightiag and cther purposes, received the assent of the 
Governor-General of India. This is practically divided into two 
parta. Part II clearly defines the conditions under which 
licenses for public supply will be granted, and with the supple- 
mentary regulations which came into force on September 15th, 
provides working instructions for the practical introduction of elec- 
tricity. Under the provisions of this Act, no person shall supply 
energy for electric traction or for any purpose to the public except 
under, and in accordance with, t^e terms and conditions of a license 
granted by the local Government.” A condition precedent to the 
consideration of an application is the consent of every local authority 
conceraed. Due advertisement must be given of the proposed 
application for such a license; after the expiration of three months 
from the date of such application, the local Government will con- 
sider the claims of the applicant in connection with any objsctions 
which may be raised thereto on the part of any interested person. 
Having obtained the necessary order, the licensee is thereafter 
bound by the following conditions.  ''The pressure of a supply 
delivered to any one customer, other than а tramway authority, 
shall not exceed 250 volts at апу two terminals within 
reach of one another.” The pressure ofa supply to а transformiog 
station, or to a transforming apparatus on a consumer's station, may 
not exceed 3,000 volts whether the current be continuous or alter- 
nating.” The specification in reference to electric supply lines is 
aleo very clear; amongst other things, it is provided that— 

“ The sectional area of the conductor in an electric supply line 
shall not ba less thanj the area of a circle of ,'; in. in diameter, or 
in the case of an aerial line, than the area of « No. 8 B W. G, and 
where the conductor is formel of a strand of wires, each separate 
wir- shall be at least as large as No. 20 B. W. G. 

It the sapply liue is covered with a metallic sheath, such c .ver- 
ing must make an earth connection." 

AU mains must be effi:ieatly tested for insulation for one hour 
with 50 per cent. ov 'rcharge. 

Provision is also made for the distance of suppots from васл 
other; ia the case of the uss of a copper wire, the section of which 
shall not exceed ‘5 ia., the supports are to be not more than 15) ft 
apart. All such lines mast be more than 20 ft. above ground level, 
aod must not approach any buil ling nearer than 7 ft. 

Provisio1 has to be made to protect existing telegraph wires from 
any danger to be apprehended from falling wires. Ia the case of 
underground wires which may ba iosulated only in part, as in the 
case of the conduit tramway system, no voltage higher than 500 is 
to be employed. 

Provieion is also to be made against leakage, either in the mains 
or in consumers’ interaal fittings ; in the latter case the supply must 
be discontiuued uatil the defect is remedied. The supply circuits 
must be so arranged as to enable the current to be completely with- 
drawn from any number of houses (not exceeding 100) in case of a 
gerious breakdown of the main. 

For the purposes of traction the voltage is restricted to 500, 
except by the special sanction of the Local Government, who, in 
considering this point, will take into consideration climatic, local 
a id other conditions. Etaborate precautions are insisted upon to 
secure an efficient earth return to ths negative pole of the dynamo. 
The total resistance allowed for the earth return is not to exceed 
2 amperes per mile of single tramway. The supply line is be split 
iato sections, no one of which shall exceed 3 mile in length, and 
shall be fitted with an emergency switsh for use in case of 


neceasity. 


Part III. of the Act dea's with private installations which, under 
this new law, pass under Government control. No person shall 
for any purpose in any street, or in any place in which 100 or more 
persons are likely ordinarily to be assemb‘ed, or which ів a factory, 
use energy without giving seven days’ notice of his intention to the 
Commissioner of Police, or in complying with the rules specified." 
This clause clearly brings under Government control the various 
hotel and mill, as also the private installations of the various 
native princes (of which there are many). 

The power of inspection and testing by offi ers appointed by the 
Local Government is to Ъз enforced. The cost of this will be 
borne by the owner ; a rate of fees for such inspection is arranged. 
It is based upon a charge of R 1 for every kilowatt of the plaat's 
capacity, with a minimum charge of R. 16 and a maximum one of 
R. 200. : 

The preesure of the supply generated by any owner shall not 
exceed 500 volts if continuous or 250 volts if alternating. The 
same general conditions as to erection of aerial or underground 
lunes as are specified for a public installation, also apply. The 
owner is to be responsible that his fittings are in all respecta fit for the 
use of energy, and shall take all due precautions against fire. Uader 
special circumstances the Local Government may grant the use of 
a high pressure system, by which is meaat an iattallation up to 
3,000 volte, either continuous or alternating; but for this special 


` official sanction is necessary. 


This Act has thus clearly defined the future of elec. 
tricity in India, and has removed much misconception 
and uncertainty which formerly existed. Whilst most care- 
fully protecting the public iaterests, it affords every oppor- 
tunity for steady and tafe development. Unfortunately, municipal 
life in India is far behind that which prevails at home. For tne 
greater part, ite members are not of the class from whom one can 
reasonably expect much in the direction of wise and successful 
municipal trading. The future of electricity in India must depend 
upon private enterprise. Now chat the law is codifisd, there is a 
large promisiag aud legitimate sphere for electrical supply co n- 
panies in most of the larger Indian towns. 


THE CONDUCTOMETER. 


A DinECT READING Conpuctivitry METER. 


ONE of the most frequent and important measurements 
required in the.manufacture of cables for electrical purposes 
is, unfortunately, one of the most arduous and difficult to 
carry out with accuracy. This is the determination of the 
conductivity of the copper wire of which the strands are 
composed, a quility which no two hanks of wire possess ia 
the same degree. The possible loss which may be incurred 
by failure to comply with the terms of the specificati n to 
which а cable is made, is too great to permit «f risks being 


Tug CONDUCTOM?TEB 


taken, in view of the narrow margia which is allowed under 
modern conditions ; this is especially true in the manu- 
facture of submarine cables, the properties of which are so 
minutely specified and tested. An instrament which has 
been devised by Mr. Rollo Appleyard for the redaction of 
this troublesome operation to a mere matter of workshop 
routine, capable of performance by practically unekilled 
operators, will, therefore, be warmly welcomed by the 
industry. 
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The fact that the so-called Matthiessen's standard is 
indefinite to the amount of + 0:56 per cent.—a range of 
more than 1 per cent.—was, we believe, first clearly demon- 
strated by Mr. Appleyard himself, in the ELECTRICAL 
Review of June 19th, 1908; but apart from this 
ambiguity, which can be avoided by a convention, con- 
siderable variations occur in the diameter of a wire as it 
comes from the dies. This being the case, great refine- 
ments of accuracy in the measurement of conductivity 
are obviously superfluous, and, struck with this fact, Mr. 
Appleyard set about devising some means whereby it could 
be turned to good account, with the result described below. 
The problem was, briefly, to quickly compare with a 
standard wire a succession of samples of approximately, but 
not exactly, the same conductivity and diameter as the 


standard, with the minimum of expenditure of time and 
labour, and to read the result as percentage conductivity 
from a divided scale, while readily compensating for the 
variation of the mean diameter of the test wire from the 
normal and neutralising the effect of atmospheric tempera- 
ture. Further, the standard wire itself might not be of 
100 per cent. conductivity, snd the difference must be 
compensated for. The standard of accuracy aimed at 
was а maximum error of + 0°1 per cent.—very far 
within the limits of practical requirements. 


The means whereby the desired end has been attained are 


of the simplest description ; the instrument is essentially a 
slide-wire bridge, of which two arms are formed by the 
standard wire and test wire, as shown in fig. 1. As the 
position of balance can never be far from the centre of the 
slide-wire, only a short length—about 10 cm.—of the wire 
is exposed, the remainder being suitably disposed within the 
case of the instrument. Provision is made for attaching the 
standard and test wires, or heavy copper rods leading 
thereto if the instrument is not fixed (as is preferred) close 
to the testing bench, and the connections to battery and 
galvanometer. The only, but essential, novel feature is, 
therefore, the system cf scales shown in the middle of the 
apparatus, the use of which is explained below. 
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The solution of the problem affords an interesting example 
of the successful application of scientific methods plus brains 
to the attainment of an essentially practical object by 
means which could not have been devised by experi- 
ment, The investigation necessitated only the most simple 
mathematical treatment ; but it will suffice here to indicate 
the successive steps involved, while a detailed account of 


t 


the work will be found in the Proceedings of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, Vol. OLIV., Part IV. 

In the first place, Mr. Appleyard found that, between the 
limits of 96 and 104 per cent. conductivity, with a standard 
wire of 100 per cent. conductivity, and of the same diameter - 
as the sample, a scale graduated in equal divisions could be 
applied to the slide wire, upon which the percen con- 
ductivity of the wire tested could be directly read off. It 
was desirable, however, frequently to use as a standard a 
wire which might not itself be of 100 per cent. conductivity. 
It is obviously necessary to determine the conductivity of 
such a standard by independent means; this done, it is only 
necessary to set the aforesaid scale with regard to the slide 
wire, so that the scale reading for the conductivity of the 
standard wire coincides with the electrical middle of the 
slide wire. Clearly, if balance is obtained at this point, 
the test wire is of the same conductivity as the standard, the 
value of which is shown on the scale; while variations from 
this value are read off according to the position of balance 
exactly as before. The scale in question is marked со in 
fig. 2, and is 1 graduated on both edges for oonveni- 
ence; the upper graduations are used for setting the con- 
ductivity reading of the standard wire against the middle 
point м M of the slide wire, which is determined once for all 
when the bridge is adjusted. The lower graduations form the 
actual working scale for the conductivity of the sample. 

The compensation for inequality of diameter was a 
difficult matter, but of great importance, owing to the 
frequency of slight variations in the diameter of wires, and 


Allowance on Slider in Divisions, 1 Div. = yt, of Bridge-Wire. 


their great effect upon the resistance of such.  More- 
over, the effect varies widely with the actual diameter of 
the wire. Tosurmount this difficulty, a table of corrections waa 
made out and embodied in the form of a curve (fig. 3). This, 
it will be seen, gives the correction required for any size of 
wire between 10 and 100 mils, in terms of divisions of the 
slide-wire per mil of difference. In actual practice the 
variations do not exceed 1 mil, and it is convenient to 
make a table of the corrections for each tenth from 0 to 1 
mil for the gauge of wire under test. To apply the correc- 
tions, a “ diameter-scale" is affixed to the slider in such a 
way that it can be moved sideways with regard to the zero 
of the latter, and clamped in place; the gauge mark on this 
scale is thus displaced to the right or left, to a distance 
corresponding with the reading on the scale, and against 
this mark the conductivity of the wire tested is read when 
balance is obtained. 

The standard may either be a specially prepared coil, 
adjusted to have the resistance corresponding to the normal 
length (say, 30 ft.) and diameter of the samples at 100 per 
cent, conductivity and the same temperature, and made of 
the same material; or it may be one of the sample lengths, 
the conductivity of which has been determined by the ordi- 
nary methods. In the latter case it is stretched alongside the 
sample, so as to be at the same temperature, and the 
correction for the conductivity of the standard is made on 
the conductivity scale, unless the standard happens to be 
of 100 per cent. conductivity. The diameter of the sample 
is quickly measured at several pointa with a micrometer, and 
from the average result the necessary correction is made on 
the diameter scale. Balance is then obtained with the slide- 
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wire bridge, the conductivity of the sample read off, and the 
sample replaced by another one. For this only the diameter 
correction is necessary before balancing, and so with all 
other samples of the same gauge. There is no need to cut 
off the samples from the hanks, as a length can be run off 
and clamped, tested and wound up again without injury. A 
temperature correction is unnecessary, as the standard is 
always of the same material and in the same surroundings as 
the sample tested. 

It will be clear from the foregoing that, as we have 
personally witnessed, after the standard has been fixed 
and the correction applied, the complete operation of 
testing a sample occupies only a minute or two; more- 
over, it can be, and is, carried out by quite unskilled 
operators — even girls fresh from school. It remains 
to consider the degree of accuracy attained. The precision 
aimed at, as we have stated, was & maximum error 
of 0:1 per cent. 
National Physical Laboratory throughout its range, with 
remarkable results. With a standard of 100 per cent. con- 
ductivity, and samples ranging from 95 to 105 per cent., 
the error was 0'1 per cent. at the extreme ends of the range, 
but from 98 per cent. to 108 per cent. the error was negli- 
gible, being, in fact, 0 from 100 to 103 per cent. Even 
with standards of 95 and 105 per cent., and diameter cor- 
rections of 2°5—extreme conditions, never likely to occur in 
practice—the error in no case was so great as 0'2 per cent., 
rarely exceeding 0:1. The average error of the whole of the 
tests of various kinds, 47 in number, was 0:005 per cent., 
and within the ordinary limits of practice—95 to 102 per 
cent. conductivity of the standard, and up to nearly two 
divisions diameter correction—the error never exceeded 0'1 
per cent. for samples of 95 to 104 per cent. conductivity. 
As a crucial test, two pieces of copper wire, of slightly 
different diameters but equal lengths, were tested by an 
accurate method which gave the ratio of their conductivities 
as 100:05 per cent.; the same ratio, as measured by the 
conductometer, was 100°02 per cent.—a remarkable result 
indeed. The instrument is neat and compact, besides being 
accurate, and should be of great utility to cable manu- 
facturers. 


THE EVIDENCE ON MUNICIPAL TRADING, 


(Concluded from page 522.) 


THE more one examines the evidence presented to the Joint 
Committee, the stronger the case appears in suppor: of the conclu- 
sions arrived at by them. in their report. In this busy world, it 
cannot be expected that ratepayers generally will find time (even if 
their generally apathetic nature should stimulate their interest 
sufficiently) to read through the 462 pages comprising the Blue-book. 

The Committee devoted only nine days to taking evidence, 
examining 31 representative witnesses, who dealt with the question 
of municipal trading accounts exhaustively, and incidentally ex- 
pressed opinions pro and con upon the general principles involved 
in municipal trading. 

The public are able, therefore, to contrast the views of anti- 
municipal traders like Sir Andrew Noble, with those of Mr. 
Edward Robertshaw Hartley, a town councillor of Bradford, who 
said to the Committee, “I had better say right out that I am a 
Socialist.” The former thinks that anything that can be equally 
well done by private traders should be left to them; in the first 
place, because people who are in a private trade will not undertake 
it unless they know something about it; whereas, corporations con- 
sist principally of a number of small shopkeepers, and it is not pos- 
sible, except in exceptional instances, that they can understand 
the new business that they undertake to manage, having little 
interest against expenditure, or, rather, possibly an interest in 

diture, and will not be careful of the money of the ratepayers. 
Sir Andrew speaks feelingly as a contributor to the rates of New- 
castle and Manchester by no less than £18,000 per annum. 

Compare these views with those of the Bradford socialist, who 
is a fair type of the municipal traders, who, with light hearts and 
purses, have plunged their towns into enormous debts and respon- 
sibilities, the rapidly increasing rates affecting them personally to 
ап inconsiderable extent, but, being most onerous to the great 
industries upon which the prosperity of the localities depends. 
Mr. Councillor Hartley declares himself to be an ardent advocate 
of municipal enterprise, favours the working of coal mines, the 
establishment of bakeries, supply of flour, and says he does not see 
where the legitimate ending is to come. He is, in fact, an out- 
spoken disciple of John Barns, and would carry on any trade 
regardlese of risks. 

As to taking risks, he says, " Why should not the people take the 
risk themselves? Why should we ask anybody to take the respon- 
sibility for us?” And, with reference to house building, he says 


One of the instruments was tested at the . 
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that corporations ought to build houses so that tenants, having two 
houses available for every one required, would get them at cheap 
rent ! 

This is a no-monopoly cry with a vengeance; provide double of 
everything required, and then the people who are to take all the 
risks will be sure of che ip rents. 

When Mr. Hartley began public life, hia motto was, All public 
service for the public good," a principle to which all can subscribe, 
bui he applies it to universal trading, as he considers that the only 
limit ів, as soon as ever we come to anything the public do not, 
require." 

Of course, increased wages is an essential item in the socialist 
programme, and Mr. Hartley triumphantly points to the fact that, 
since the Corporation of Bradford took over the tramways, men who 
worked 80 hours for £1 a week now work less than 60 hours for 25s. 
a week without loss to the public. 

The chairman of the Committee mildly suggested that the public 
should not pay unreasonably high wages to the tramway employés 
as against other workmen, bat Mr. Hartley did not believe euch a 
contingency would ever arise, and in any case jüstified the men in 
using their votes to get up their wages. 

Mr. Hartley is 80 satisfied with the working of the trams, that he 
told the Committee he was convinced that, as they can run trams ia 
Bradford, the working man could be also helped by running a 
wool-combing establishment, and argues that as the chairman 
of the Tramways Committee made an immense fortune as a 
wool-comber, in the near future the town should begin a wool- 
combing establishment, and make him chairman, as he is an 
expert ! | 

The question as to whether the trading pays or not—apart alto- 
gether from the policy of interfering with private enterprise— 
naturally gives rise to the necessity for properly kept and audited 
accounts. Upon this essential point there was considerable 
evidence, the battle raging around the character and ultimate results 
of sinking funds, depreciation, obsolescence, valuation of assets, 
investments of sinking funds in other municipal undertakings of the 
same local authority, overdrafts, and other advances by bankers, 
unauthorised borrowings, and, above all, the necessity for proper 
independent audits, with as much uniformity in keeping the accounts 
as local circumstances will admit of. Upon all these matters the 
evidence was of considerable interest. 

One of the most practical recommendations came from Mr. Henry 
Sherley-Price, partner in the well-known firm of Wheatley Kirk, 
Price & Co., who claim to be the largest engineering valuers in 
Europe. He considers it to be absolutely essential to the accuracy 
of trading accounts that depreciation of plant should be written 
off, and he urges the importance of this by the remark :—'' Take the 
plant of an electrical lighting station erected, say, 10 years ago, 
and costing, say, £50,000 to erect, he would be a bold man who would 
say that the actual value of such a concern to-day is anything like 
half that amount. If no provision has been made to maet this 
depreciation, the profit and loss account will be wrong to that 
extent." 

Mr. Sherley-Price confirms our repeated contention that this pro- 
vision is quite apart from sinking fund, which is only a provision 
for repaying loana. He says that there is scarcely an important 
electric light or power station in the United Kingdom above five 
years old which has not had to discard costly plant, some of it 
scarcely used, in order to replace it with some new invention giving 
more economical and reliable results; and the witness handed to 
the Committee a list of such discarded plant, mainly belonging to 
municipal undertakings which his firm had for disposal. 

Mr. Sherley-Price considers that the assets should be valued 
periodically, and gave his personal experience of the course adopted 
in this respect by leading private firms, having versonally valued 
over 40 millions sterling of manufacturing plant and property, 
principally engineering. He stated that even an expert valuer 
cannot fix a rate for depreciation which will hold good for any 
lengthened period without periodical personal inspection. He 
gave an example of the importance of the question by quoting the 
sale by the Leeds Corporation of tram engines and steam-drawn 
tramcars for £40 each, which cost £800 or £900. He is of opinion 
that corporations who do not keep proper depreciation accounts, 
rather than face the throwing out of large items when they have to 
show them as losses, continue with these old items. 

With such evidence before them, the Committee were fully 
justified in their recommendation that“ auditors should be required 
to express an opinion upon the necessity for reserve funds, of 
Amounts set aside to meet depreciation and obsolescence of plant, 
in addition to the statutory sinking funds, and of the adequacy of 
such amounts.” 


Gateshead-on-Tyne Tramways.—The new section of 
tramways leading from the former termiaus at Sheriff Hill to Wrecken- 
ton, was inspected by Colonel Von Donop on the 1st inst., and the line 
has since been opened. Wreckenton is a fairly large village situate 
on the Felle, and although in close proximity to Gateshead had no 
means of inter communication other than the old-fashioned brake, 
or bus. It is 8 considerable distance from the railway, and the 
residents have been fora long time desirous of possessing a tram 
service, which has now been afforded them by the Gateshead Tram- 
ways Co. The permanent way contract has been carried out by Mr. 
J. J. Robson, the overhead work being done by the company under 
the superintendence of Mr. P. Shannon. It is stated that the cost 
will approximate upon £10,000. There is one heavy gradient on 
the run, which is about 1 in 10, but this was taken perfectly satis- 
factorily and the trial was entirely successful. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


9 Ww ^g. tor this journal by W. P. Тномрвоч & Co., Electrical Patent 
gents, „ High Holborn, London, W.O., and as Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. | 


20,245. ‘Improvements in or relating to electric rheostats, motor starters, 
regulators and analogous electrical apparatus." R. F. HALL. September 21st. 

20,274. "Improvements in and relating to electrical casing or conduits." 
Sin Hiram Maxim ELECTRICAL AND ENGINEERING Co., LTD., А. W. HILL and 
J. HARRINGTON. September 21st. 

20,285. '*An improved machine for the separation of ores and other materials 
by means of electro-magnets." W. BLACKMORE. September 21st. 

20,291. “ Improvements in electric fittings such as switche: or the like havin 
combined insulating and conducting portions." C. F. RircHEL. (Date applie 
for under Patents Act, 1901, October 13th, 1902, being date of application in 
United States.) September 2156. (Complete.) 


20,301. Improvements in commutator brushes.’ IHE MORGAN CRUCIBLE 
Co., LTD., and C. W. SPEIRS, September 21st. 


20,802. ‘Improvements in commutator brushes.’ THE MORGAN CRUCIBLE 
Co., Lro., and С. W. Speirs. September 215%. 

2,903. “Improvements in commutator brushes." THE MORGAN CRUCIBLE 
Co., LTD. С. W. Spreins. September 21st. 

20,308. “Improvements in switches for railways, tramways and the like.” 
E. B. ExrwisrLE. September 21st. (Complete.) 

20,319. Process for the production of a porous, bard electrode mass, in- 
soluble in alkalies, from metallic oxides or metallic powders." G. A. WEDE- 
xıND апа H. P. R. L. Pogscxk. September 2186. (Complete.) 

20,366. ''Improvements in coverings for insulating electrical wires and the 
like." L. Frank. September 22nd. 

20,401. “Improvements in electric switches.“ C. E. Hunter and W. Н. 
WarRken. September 22nd. (Complete.) 

20,405. ‘*Improvements in the method of producing rapid electrical oscilla- 
tions and systems of devices therefor.” F. ScHRoTTEE and GESELLSCHAFT 
FUR DRAHTLOSE TELEGRAPHIE M.B.H., September 22nd. (Complete.) 

20,23. Improveme ts in the ventilation of dynamo-electric machines.” 
H. M. Hopart. September 22nd. 

20,424. "Improvements relating to sparkless running of commutating dynamo- 
electric machines." Е. Рсхол. September 22nd. 

20,135. ''Improvements in or relating to electric ignition apparatus for in- 
tern combustion motors and the like.” J. Всрсе and C. E. Forman. Septem- 

er 23rd. 

20,448. “ Improved electrical lamp.” E. HERMANN. September 23rd. 


20,450. “Improvements in electric arc lainps." Е. W. E. Вснскв. Sep- 
tember 28rd. 


20,497. ‘* Electric plant for the synthetical production of nitric products b 
means of discharges of electricity in gaseous mixtures." J. Von KOWALSKI an 
I. Moscicki. September 28rd. (Complete.) 


20,517. Improvements in and connected with the fixing of pulleys, electric 
vu e such like to ceilings." C. McCALLUM and J. McGRv THER. Septem- 
er * 


20,528. ''Improvements in electric switches.“ A. EcxsTrRIN and A. J. D. 
Kearse. September 24th. 


20.547. Improved arm-supporter for tele phoges and the like." H. 
Enret II. September 24th. Complete.) : 


20,569. Improvements in or relating to pocket electric lighting devices.“ 
L. G. 8ro4N. (The Electrizitüts-Actiengesellschaft Hydrawerk, Germany.) 
Beptember Mth. 


20,572. An improved electric induction device for medical and like pur- 
"e V. REICHENBERGER and E. WEIERSMULLER. September 24th. (Com- 
plete. 

20,577. *'Improvements in or relating to magneto-electric machines or 
motors.” H. H. KNUTZEN. September 24th. 

20, 606. Improvements in multipolar dynamo-electric machines." J. H. 
HorMES. September 25th. 

20,611. Improvements in dyna&mo-electrio generators." M. WALKER, 
September 25th. 

20,688.  '' ah SP lord in attaching electrical insulators to insulator 
brackets.“ E. J. CHAMBERS. September 25th. 

20,634. “Improvements in attaching insulators to the tubular arms of tele- 
graph and like poles." E. J. CHAMBERS. September 25th. 

20,641. ‘‘Improvements in telephone se'ective systems and apparatus 
therefor.” N. 8. McKinsey and A. R. NELsoN. Sep ember 25th. 

20,645. "Improvements in arc lamps.” W. T. Upton, J. E. ELLIOTT, and 
H. B. PRATT. September 25th. 

20,658. “Improvements in or connected with overhead trolley lines for 
electric traction." A. G. IonipEs and A. C. MancgL. September 25th. 

20,662. “Improved means for guiding tbe trolley wheels of tramway vehicles 
at the junctions in overhead conductors " A. Н. НоьмЕв and Н. W. HOLMES. 
September 25th. 

20,685. “Improvements in e'ectrical resistance furnaces.” W. Simm and 
T. J. Denny. September 26th. 

2,691. “Improvements in or relating to the cells of primary batteries.“ 
A. J. GEORGE. September 26th. 


К “ Improvements in trolley electric tramways.” G. HaLL. September 
4 t . 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Oo., 823, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


1902. 


351. “Improvements in connection with electrical bells, telephones, ringing 
keys, contacts, switches, indiestors, relays, and the like." L. Н. Parsons. 
Dated January 6th. 


360. ''Improvements in contact devices for electrical railways.“ E. P. 
Wetmore. Dated January 6th. 


361. “Improvements in contact boxes for electric railways.” W. M. Brown. 
Dated January 6th. 


380, “Improvements in contact shoes for electric railways.“ W. M. Brown. 
Dated January 6th. 


914. „An improved electric arc lamp for light-cure purposes.“ R. Otto. 
Dated January 13th. 

918. “Improvements in or relating to electrical measuring instruments.” 
R. 8. Whipple. Dated January 13th. 

993. '" Improvements in or relating to telegraph and telephone wires.” 
J. Wormersley and G. W. Wormersley. Dated January lith. 


1,021. '' Improvements in electric switches." W. H. Chipperfield and E. 8. 
Cooke. Dated January 1401. T 
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1,027. ‘* Improvements in sectional conductor systems of electric: railways.“ 
E. W. Farnham. Dated January l4th. | 

1,028. ‘Improvements in sect опа! conductor systems of electric railways.“ 
E. W. Farnham. Dated January l4th. 

1,061. “Improvements in or relating to telegraphic apparatus.” F. G. 
Creed and W. A. Coulson. Dated January 14th. 

1,104. “Improvements in or relating to dynamo-electric machinery." А.В. 
Soar. Dated January 15th. 

1.126. Improvements in methods of generating electrical energy.“ A. 
Wassilieff. Dated January 15th. К 

1,186. “ Improvements iu electrodes for arc lamps." А. G. Gebr. Siemens 
and Co., and H. Viertel. Dated January 15th. 

1,220. "Improvements in motor cycles and other motor vehicles." W. J. 
Lloyd and W. Priest. Dated January 16th. 

1,2228. “Improvements in the driving mechanism of motor-cars." A. Schmid. 
Dated January 16th. 

1,229. “Improvements in telegraphs.” W. D. Kilroy. Dated January 16th. 

1.238. Improved collector rings for electrical machines.“ British Westing- 
house Electric and Manufacturing Co. (Westinghouse Electric and Manufac- 
turing Co., Pittsburg, U.S.A.) Dated January 16th. 

1,3351. “Improvements in and relating to electricity meters." W. М. Mordey 
and G. C. Fricker. Dated January 16th. 

1.319. Improvements in and relating to surface contact systems for electric 
traction." A. Rast. Dated January 17th. 

1.323. Improved apparatus for cleansing tram rails and the like." C. E. 
Gerrard. Dated January 17th. 

1,948. ''Improvements in electric fuses.” Callender's Cable and Construc- 
tion Co., and H. Hastings. Dated January 17th. 

1,344. "Ап electric switch." G. Higginson. Dated January 17th. 

1,855. ‘*Improvements in the construction of underground conduits, more 
especially intended for use of underground electric traction.” T. E. Devonshire. 
Dated January 17th. 

2,085. “Improvements in electric arc lamps." H. Baggett. Dated 
January 25th. 

8,116. Improvements in safety fuses for electric circuits." A. D. Smith. 
Dated February 7th. 

8,142. “Improvements in or relating to safety-devices for electric overhead 
conductors." A. J. Boult. (L. Negro, Genoa.) Dated February "th. 

8,158. “ An electro-magneticaliy operated switch for opening and closing 
an electric circuit." C. E. G. Gilbert. Dated February 7th. 

8,154. “Improvements in sockets for uniting two telegraph wires." Se 
Frank. Dated February 7th. 

8,168. ‘Improvements relating to the secondary circuits of alternating 
curreuts.“ R.Grisson. Dated February 7th. 

5.9523. Improvements in and relating to electric aro lampe." W. P. 
Thompson. (E. Sander.) Dated March llth. 

5,978. ' Improvements relating to rectifiers for single or polyphase alter- 
nating currents." A. Nodon. Dated March 11th. 

6,558. "Improvements in telegraph poles or the like.” А. Bourgeat. Dated 
March 18th, І 

6,653. “Improvements relating to electric switches for controlling electric 
motors or other electrio circuits." E. N. Bray. Dated March 18th. 

6,817. Improvements in telephone sets.“ J. E.Kingsbury. Dated March 
20th. 

7,125. Improved electrical ozonising and circuit breaking apparatus.” 
Р, К. Stern. ted March 24th. 

7,195. ‘Improvements in or relating to arc lamps, more especially of the 
type known as ' Projector’ arc lamps." C. Oliver. ted March 24th. 

7.260. Improvements in and relating to electric incandescent lamps and to 
means for connecting tbe same in electric circuits." H. J. Leviles-Johnson. 
Dated March 25th. 

8181. “Improvements in and relating to devices for controlling polyphase 
and alternating current motors." W. Spielter. Dated April 8th. 

8,156. “ аро еще in or relating to electric ignition devices for gas or oil. 
motors.“ F. Bryan. Dated April lith. 

10,102. ‘Improvements in or relating to apparatus for use in electro-plating.”’ 
F. T. Jackson. Dated May 2nd. 

10,302. '* A portable apparatus capable of being concealed by a doormat o 
other covering, which completes a circuit of electricity when trodden on o 
otherwise pressed." J. Landon. Dated May oth. 

10,528. “Improvements in or relating to galvanic batteries for thot firing im 
mines or other works." С. Cook. Dated May 7th. 

12,207. ''Electro-thermic ventilator.” F. De Mare. Dated May 28th. 

12,695. “ 5 in or relating to steering devices for motor road 
vehicles." F. Porsche. Dated June 8rd. ; 

18,759. ‘Improvements in electric current-taking devices.” С. Portillo. 
Dated June 7th. 

18,854. “Improvements in electric switches worked by electro-magnets or 
solenoids.” Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., L. M. G. Ferreira and R. Wilkie. 
Dated June 18th. Ё 

14,202. “Improvements in self-regulating dynamos specially applicable to 
electric lighting of trains," H. Leitner and R. N. Lucas. Dated June rd. 

14,774. ‘Electrical apparatus for working reciprocating tools." "Vickers, 
Sons & Maxim, Lid., A. D. Williamson and С. L. Sumpter. Dated July 2nd. 

15,812. “Improvements in accumulators or secondary batteries." L. A. 
Genard. Dated July 9th. 

15,715. “Improvements in or connected with electric cable - junction terminal 
and like boxes." C. D. Burnet. Dated July 15th. 

15,963. "Improvements in or relating to the manufacture of bed-plates for 
secondary electric batteries." C. Vellino. Dated July 17th. 

16.485. Improved carbon brush-holder for dynamos." E. Gaud. Dated 
July 24th. 

16,902. “Improvements in telephone systems and in apparatus for use in 
connection therewith." C. D. Watkins. Dated July 80th. 

17.185. 1 in electric incandescent lamp-holders and switches.“ 
L. H. Newton and R. R. F. Neville. Dated August 2nd. 

17,138. ''Improvements in incandescent electric lamps." L. Н. Newton and 
R. R. F. Neville. Dated August 2nd. 

17,142. “Improvements in automatico switches for electrical cirouits." А. S. 
Adler Dated August 2nd. 

17,143, "Improvements in electrical systems for lighting and power.” A. 8. 
Adler. Dated August 2nd. 

17,267. Improved electrostatic high pressure voltmeter." Baron Kelvin, 
Dated August 6th. 

17,386. ‘Improvements relating to electric condensers.” H. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated Angust 7th. 

17,387. “ An improved combined carbon-cutter and screw-driver for electric 
асс lamps. H. Н. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated Augus; 7th. 

18,816. ‘Improvements іп commutators for dynamo-electric machines.” The 
British Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd. (H. F. T. Erben.) Dated August 27th. 

18,870. ‘* Improvements in dynamo-electric generators." M. Walker. Dated 
August 23rd. 

18,923. “Improvements in direct-current electricity meter - H.H. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated August 28th. 

19.431. “Improvements in lifeguards for electric cars and other vehicles.'" 
J. F. Mason and H. Kremnitz. Dated September 4th. 

19,483. Apparatus for teaching wireless telegraphy.” L. Ancel. Dated 
September 5th. 

19,572. “Improvements in trolley wheels for electrio traction." H. H. Laka 
(General Electric Co.) Dated September 6th, 
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with as little skilled assistance as possible. 


No. 1,851. 


THE EMPLOYMENT OF PROFESSIONAL 
MEN IN FACTORIES. 


ALTHOUGH it deals more immediately with the sister science 
of chemistry, the letter from Sir William Ramsay, published 
in the Times of October 12th, interests us not a little, 
partly because it adduces new arguments in support of the 
contention we have so often urged in this connection, and 
partly because its authorship, manner, and place of publicity 
are likely to bring the statements home to the people whom 
they most nearly touch. Sir William asserts that we are 
producing trained engineers and chemists quite as capable 
and inventive as our German competitors, but that the 
prospect of a reasonably remunerative career is generally 
wanting in this country. While in Germany there is a 
fairly lucrative career for a young chemist, in England, 
although there will soon be many well-trained men, the 
openings are few. Sir William, it will be observed, speaks 
in the future tense of highly-skilled British chemists. To 
a large extent he is no doubt correct here; but if it would 
not be quite justifiable to generalise so broadly in the present 
tense, the fault, as we have repeatedly argued, and as Sir 
William implicates, is that of our manufacturers, who do 
not encourage lada and their parents to expect salaries com- 
mensurate with the interest on the money sunk in a lengthy 
Scientific education. Sir William Ramsay shows how the 
average British manufacturer who is making a good profit 
in his business only lives in the past, doe3 not care to prepare 
new articles, does not know that there are newer and better 
ways of making the old ones, and so is content to get along 
When the 
fact leaks out that he is trading successfully, rival works are 
started, prices go down, and with falling profits it is too late 
for him to do other than cut down expenses, in which pro- 
cess the scientific staff, if any, is pruned first. Moreover, 
when such an one does employ qualified assistants, he rarely 
has more than one or two; and the unfortunate chemist 
(electrician or engineer) is deemed incompetent if he cannot 
be at once the analyst of raw and finished materials, the 


works manager, and the discoverer of new processes and 


things to make. Apart from the very obvious fact that the 
solitary chemist in a large business bas not time to attend 
properly to any one of these branches without more or less 
neglecting the other two, the three positions, or at least the 
works managership and the laboratory work, demand different 
types of man for their efficient fulfilment. A works 


‘manager, we believe, is, to some extent, born rather than 


made; but at any rate, the training or experience requisite 
is of no service (if not a specific hindrance) to him inside the 
laboratory ; unless, possessing unusual versatility and breadth 
of mind, his duties in the laboratory are limited to the con- 
trol and inspiration of subordinate trained chemists. 

Sir William Ramsay instances a factory in Germany—not 
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а mere overgrown laboratory, so to say, where only “ fine 
chemicals are made, but a concern selling not less than 
100 tons of each product annually—where 70 chemists, 
mostly trained in Universities, are regularly employed. Of 
these 20 are analysts, 25 departmental works managers, 
and 25 are exclusively engaged in research, 3.¢., in devising 
new processes of manufacture, investigating new products, 
and in testing new methods submitted by outside inventors. 
Students who have just graduated, however, are not accepted 
for this branch until they have carried out some piece of 
research beside that needed for their thesis ; they must have 
acted as assistants to professors in universities or in poly- 
technika. Each new. assistant enters into a five years’ 
contract with the firm, the initial salary being £120 to 
£150, and rising to £250 by the end of the term. If 
mutually agreeable, a fresh contract is then made for another 
five years, the salary being increased to £350, and, as a rule, 
а share in the profits being also given. After the tenth 
year a special arrangement may be made by which, as salary 
and profits, he receives some £1,000 per annum or more. 
The best of these men, too, frequently receive a call toa 
chair in а university or polytechnikum ; and conversely, it 
is common for a company to offer a lucrative post to the 
occupant of such chair, although he may have had no 
previous technical experience. This interchange is clearly 
most advantageous to both parties, for it establishes that 
close bond between teaching and practice which is a crying 
want in this country. 


Sir William Ramsay. makes a good point io his letter 
which should appeal to his non-scientific readers. Oar 
specialised training establishments are turning out numbers 
of pupils every year, the supply being largely stimulated by 
the scholarships given by County Councils. Some of these 
lads are technical failures, and they should be incontinently 
ungowned and left to the desk, counter or bench. Many of 
the lads, however, give promise of special aptitude ; but 
since they have been educated at the public expense, the 
public might advantageously look a little further ahead 
than is customary, and inquire what is the good of sinking 
all this money in brains ? 


Indeed, though we say it with regret, this want of fore- 
thought is by no means confined to our non-technical 
citizens. Some of our men of science are crying out for 
better or more numerous educational establishments, and 
for the funda necessary to endow them—most worthy 
Causes, We are anxious to admit—which, if brought into 
existence, shall vastly increase the quantity, and, we hope, 
somewhat increase the quality, of the finished students 
turned out in a given time. But we have a distinct sus- 
picion that in present circumstances this would be an 
almost unwarrantable interference with the law of supply 
and demand—certainly in quantity, if not in quality—and 
before we can altogether countenance these proposals we 
must be persuaded that our capitalists and manufacturers 
are as ready to increase the demand for such technicians as 
our improved colleges will be to increase the supply. A 
youth of sound scientific training, unable to obtain a proper 
situation, may make a better assistant in a purely com- 
mercial house, perhaps, than the average Board School 
clerk ; but even if this assumption is warrantable, such a 


process for preparing clerks would be unnecessarily tedious - 


and expensive. 


Municipal ONE of the principal distinctions between the 

Tyranny. conduct of a trading undertaking by a munici- 
pality and bya private company, lies in this fact—that, 
whereas the members of the latter are engaged in business 
with the honest and avowed purpose of making for them- 
selves a financial profit, the former are ostensibly actuated 
solely by the desire to benefit their fellow-men—the rate- 
payers whom they represent. The motive is an honourable 
one ; and if it were the only one, as it should be, much of 
the objection to municipal trading would be annihilated. 
Unfortunately this praiseworthy ideal is but seldom attained ; 
too often some, at least, of the members of a council are 
impelled by motives such as blind prejudice against 
private enterprise, the desire to gratify personal ambition, 
or the lust for power. Apart from the lack of the special 
knowledge, which ia indispensable in the conduct of 
highly technical undertakings, such as the supply of 
electricity, these unworthy motives clog the wheels of 
progress, and exert a most detrimental influence upon the 
fortunes of the projects controlled by their possessors. 

It is also true that, in many cases, thanks to the careless 
indifference of the electors, their representatives include 
members who do not hesitate to stoop to unworthy ex- 
pedients to gain their secret ends, utterly regardless of 
the welfare of others, who may suffer injury through their 
machinations ; pitiable is the lot of their victims!  . 

It has been our unpleasant duty heretofore to call 
attention to the conduct of the Electricity Committee of 
the Corporation of Manchester. Far be it from us to 
suggest that many of its members are unworthy of 


their office; it is, however, a regrettable fact that all are 


not equally above reproach, and this has once more 
been clearly demonstrated by recent proceedings on the 
part of the Committee. It wil be remembered that 
the latter, by its ceaseless persecution, drove the first city 
electrical engineer, Mr. Wordingham, to resignation, and 
so delayed the extension of the works through its un- 
warranted inter-meddling with his plans, that serious loss 
was incurred, and great inconvenience imposed проп 
would-be consumers Having also ousted its chairman, 
the then Lord Mayor elect, the Committee endeavoured to 
remedy its faults by employing the highest professional 
advice at great expense, and carrying out urgent works of 
extension. Its next step was to remove its new chairman, 
at the instigation of one of the members. Soon after, an 
agitation was fomented, directed against the present elec- 
trical engineer, with a view to showing that the further 
extensions, for which he was responsible, were of excessive 
magnitude; this movement, which sprang from the same 
source, ended in a verdict in favour of Mr. Metzger. Now, 
however, a final disagreement has resulted in his resignation, 
in disgust — exactly as befell his predecessor, Mr. Word- 
ingham. i 

The circumstances were as follows :—In June last Mr. 
Metzger was invited by the Burslem Corporation to report on 
the merits of certain tenders ; before taking any other step, 
Mr. Metzger obtained the written consent of his chairman 
to accept the invitation. In July Mr. Metzger was again 
approached, this time to arbitrate in a dispute on а 
technical matter, and once more he received the chairman’s 
permission to act. In both instances the work was done in 
his spare time, and the chairman was fully informed of the 
nature of the work in detail, We understand that the 
agreement signed by Mr. Metzger contained no clause pro- 
hibiting him from taking private work, or even specifying 
that the whole of his time should be devoted to the Corpora- 
tion, the common formula of such agreements, A short time 
ago, however, the matter was sprung upon the Committee 
us а gross dereliction of duty; the Committee resolved that 
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there had been a misunderstanding as to the terms of the 
agreement, and that the question should be dropped, subject 
to a new agreement being drawn up, stating clearly that 
private practice would not be allowed in future. To this 
Mr. Metzger consented, for the sake of peace. But the 
depnty-chairman, who had raised the question in the 
first instance, and found himself supported by only 
two out of twenty members, objected to this course, and 
declared that if it were adopted, he would make the matter 
public, a proceeding fraught with intense discomfort to the 
Committee, already satiate with scandals; and the Committee 
was dumbfounded. At this juncture Mr. Metzger came to the 
rescue; foreseeing that, like his predecessor, even if this trouble 
were overcome, perpetual persecution would be his lot, he 
summarily resigned. The Committee weakly accepted his 
resignation, to save itself from the threatened scandal, an 
adopted the engineer as a scapegoat. 

We cannot blame Mr. Metzger for his decision. 


We are 


too well acquainted with Manchester municipal manners to 


suppose that persecution and worry will ever be omitted 
from the reward of the harassed city electrical engineer, 
and he is well out of it. But is it not clear that the under- 
taking is not carried on for the sole benefit of the citizens? It 
isnot proper business management to allow the chief to leave 
when a huge scheme of extension is being carried out—to 
leave, be it noted, on account of no technical deficiency ; no 
suggestion has been made in any way reflecting on the 
engineering ability of Mr. Metzger, and his resignation has 
been accepted merely to satisfy the caprice of two or three 
obtrusive; members. And is it not curious that these 
occurrences take place on the eve of the November 
elections, when new Committees—and chairmen of Com- 
mittees—are appointed? The blame, if any were deserved, 
lay with the chairman for granting permission to do 
the work; but having regard to the terms of the 
agreement, we fail to see that even his permission was 
required. Asa matter of courtesy, no doubt Mr. Metzger 
was strictly correct in consulting the chairman in the matter 
—but he was under no obligation to do &o. 


The Treatmentot Ax interesting article by Mr. Wright, 
Cancer by Electric F. R. C. S., on the treatment of cancer and 

N other forms of malignant disease appears in 
Ше Lancet, September 12th. Drugs were introduced into 


the tissues of the diseased part by electric osmose produced 


by a high frequency alternating current. Leduc has proved 
by means of coloured ions—a solution of permanganate of 
potash—that the medicaments introduced by electric osmose 
do not merely pass into the subcutaneous areolar tissue, 
but directly penetrate into glandular organs and other 
&ructures more deeply situated. Frankenhaiisar has shown 
that the amount of medicament absorbed and the depth to 
which it penetrates have a constant relation, the former to 
the quantity and the latter to the intensity of the current 
employed. This process is evidently a very effective means 
of bringing drugs directly into contact with diseased parte 
not too deeply seated. In 22 per cent of the cases of cancer 
treated by Mr. Wright the treatment was successful. He has 


‚ personally come to the conclusion that “a radio-active salt 


— 


of strontium introduced into the tissues by cataphoresis by 
high frequency, will prove the desired panacea of all forms 
of malignant disease.” 


Epsom Lighting. — The R.D.C. considered a letter 
from the Surrey Electrical Power Distribution Co. applying for con- 
tent to the granting of a provisional order to supply energy to the 
parishes of Cheam, Cuddington and Ewell apon the same terms and 
at the eame prices as hed been accepted by Sutton. Upon that 
understanding the clerk was directed to reply that the application 
would be favourably considered. · 


MOTOR-GENERATORS AND ROTARY 
CONVERTERS, 


By H. M. HOBART, 


(Continued from page 529.) 


THE next step is to investigate the performance of the 
rotary converter when thus adjusted. The rotary converter 
is to be operated from the secondaries of transformers whose 
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primaries are fed over a high-tension line. But for con- 
venience of calculation the resistances and voltages will be 
reduced to the equivalent v voltage of the rotary converter. 
At no load the v voltage at the slip-rings of the rotary 
converter is 
600 x °615 


— 


V3 


First assume that in transmission line, step-down trans- 
formers, and rotary converters, the equivalent resistance and 
the equivalent reactance are each equal to 0°01 ohm per 
phase. It is required to determine the voltage at the central 
station in order to obtain 600 volts at the commutator at no 
load. From fig. 8 the input per phase is found to be 640 
amperes and is practically wholly wattlese. Hence 


Reactance voltage per phase = 640 x 001 = 64 volts. 
Resistance „ 10 „ = 640 x 001 = 6˙4 „ 


Constructing the diagram in fig. 10, the equivalent voltage 


= 213 volts. 


c volte 


Vonage at rotary converter = 213 O velta 
, 34 vere 
e 


— 


Se же арно АНЕ 
“Cavivetent” Y-veluage at cenereting end of line = әр vis 
Ne Lead 


Fig. 10. 


at the generating end of the line is found to be equal to 
219°5 volte. 

с. At 219°5 volts at the generating end of the line, the 
no load commutator voltage is equal to 600 volts. 

In fig. 11 is given the corresponding diagram for half 
load, the potential at the generating end being maintained 
constant at the value of 219°5 volta derived at no load. 
From the phase characteristic at half load in fig. 8, the total 
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current input per phase is found to be 530 amperes, and the 
minimum value of the curve, 485 amperes, is the energy 
component. Hence the wattless component is equal to 

530? — 485? = 212 amperes. 


The four component voltages obtained as the products of 


21 volte 


^Kautvetent ^ Y.voltage et generating ond of Nne ж 206 verte 21 vote 
ажай ee ee eee 
«9 verte 


— at retary Converter 212°3 volts 
n. . 


Fra. 11. 


these component currents with the reactance of 0:01 ohm 
per phase and the resistance of 0:01 ohm per phase are— 


485 x 001 = 485 
485 х 0:01 = 4:85 
212 x 0:01 = 2°12 
212 x 0:01 = 2°12 


and these are plotted in the diagram of fig. 11, which shows 
that the ү voltage of the rotary converter has fallen from 
213°0 volta to 212°3 volts, во that the commutator voltage is 


912.8 
2130 600 = 598 volts. 

The diagrams in figs. 12, 18 and 14 have been similarly 
derived for three-quarter load (when the current is in phase), 
and for 50 per cent. and 100 per cent. overloads (at which 
values the current leads). 


* Squivalent'* Y-vottage at generating end of tine = 219:6 voite 
— — — — ma 


== 


These results are brought together in Table VI. 


TABLE VI. 


Total resistance per phase — 001 obm. 

Total reactance per phase = 0 01 ohm. 

64 per cent. compounding at full load. 

Adjustment for unity power factor at three-quarter load. 
Equivalent voltage at the generating end of the line = 


219°5 volts. 
Per cent. of Commutato 
full load. ү voltage. voltage. 

0 T : 213:0 © эз 600 

25 per cent. oes — - 32 — 
50, 3. 2123 598 

76 ж» es 957 212 3 ies is £98 
100 та ie ‚эз — эз 2 — 
125 „ — — 
150 10 е 210-4 592 
175 3 ue wae — — 
200 А id А 209:5 589 


In the same way as for 0:01 ohm reactance per phase, 
values were obtained for 0:02, 0°03 and 0:04 ohm reactance 
per phase, all with 0°01 ohm resistance per phase. Then 
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followed corresponding sets of calculations with resistances 
of 0°02, 0°03 and 004 ohm per phase. The results of 


WC. MER these calculations are given in Table VII. 
bg The results in Table VII. are plotted in the row of 
Fro. 12. eurves of fig. 174, the whole group comprised in this 
row corresponding to an adjustment for unity power factor 
— Y-ehtege at genereting ond of tine = 219-6 vette om at three-quarter load, with 64 per cent. compounding at full 
* load, the total full load excitetion thus consisting of 
0 at retary can z 14-4 volto 
„„ A м 6,000 shunt ampere-turns per pole 
Fia. 13 and 3,830 series ampere-tarns per pole. 
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Уча. 174.—64 PER CENT. COMPOUNDING, Full Load Excitation, 6,000 shunt ampere-turns per pole, 3,830 series ampere-turns per pole. 


TaBLe VII.—64 PER CENT. COMPOUNDING AT FuLL Loan. 


ADJUSTMENT FOR Unity PowzgR Factor at }-Loap. 
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THE EFFECT OF A CHANGE IN THE ADJUSTMENT OF THE 
COMPOUNDING. 


Suppose the field excitation is so rearranged that it shall, 
at no load, give 7,000 ampere-turns ; at three-quarter load, 
8,870 ampere- turns, and at full load 9,500 ampere-turns, 
there thus being 36 per cent. compounding at full load. This 
adjustment is indicated by the broken line c d in fig. 8, and 
corresponds to the values given in Table VIII. for the 
amperes input per phase at various outputs, the energy com- 
ponent, the wattless component, the efficiency and the power 
factor. 


T SER VIIL.—RoTrARY CONVERTER ADJUSTED FOR Unrrr Powrn 
Fac ion AT THRE®E-QUARTER LOAD AND 36 PER CENT. Con- 
POUNDING aT FuLL Loap. 
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200%... 92095. | 2090 ШО 655 “B46. 14,000 found in the row of curves in fig. 175, entitled “36 per cent. 

= compounding.” s 
(To be continued.) 
The results in Table VIII. are plotted in fig. 15. A set 


of resulta have next been calculated for the performance of 
the rotary converter with this new adjustment, when operated 
under the same conditions of reactance and resistance as when 
adjusted for 64 per cent. compounding. The results are 
compiled in Table IX. | 


Worsley Tramways.—The Council hopes to be able to 
announce shortly an arrangement for the construction of tramways 
in the Walkden and Worsley districts, and the connection of 
South Lancashire system with Eccles, at Worsley Road. 
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THE:IGLASGOW MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 
SYSTEM. 


FACTS AND FIGURES. 


II.— PLANT AND DEPRECIATION. 


In the previous article we showed that, according to the 
accounts and statistics of the department itself, the Glasgow 
Corporation telephone system had cost, at May 31st, 1903, 
at the very least, £58,897 more than was estimated, with due 
allowance made for spare plant, and £88,175 more than it 
would have cost if the estimate of March, 1900, on which 
the plant was constructed, had been borne out by the actual 
results. That estimate worked out at an average of £23 1r. 
per working line, including spare plant. The actual cost, also 
including spare plant, and after making a liberal allowance 
for extension instruments and private lines, has been 
£34 18s. per working line. These figures are sufficiently 
different from the figures for average capital cost that have 
been used in the Town Council discussions at Glasgow, to 
need some explanation. | 

The explanation is a very simple one. Since the plant 
has been working, and after it was found that the capital 
expenditure did not square with the estimates, the device 
adopted has been to quote the total number of insiruments 
instead of the total number of lines, By that extremely 
simple expedient the apparent average capital cost per 
instrument has been shown to be somewhere near the esti- 
mated average capital cost per line. That being so, it was a 
naturally easy step of transition to drop the term 
instrument and use the term “line” or sub- 
scriber” as synonymous. Thus, the Glasgow Corporation 
telephone department, by ecraping everything together, 
extension stations, service instruments, sundry lines, and 
what not, shows a grand total of 9,122 instruments. In the 
Town Council these 9,000 instruments become 9,000 sub- 
scribers,” which they are not. But the technicalities of 
telephonic nomenclature are not understood by the general 
public, not always by chairmen of telephone committees, 
nor even by all technical journals, and“ 9,000 subscribers 
becomes a current fiction. | 

This being so, it is easy to show that the average capital 
cost has not greatly exceeded that laid down in the estimates. 
Deduct the £59,096 for spare plant from the £270,938 of 
total capital, and you get £211,842, which, divided by 
9,122, the number of instrumenta, gives an average of £23 
4s. per instrument. This is only £4 3s. per instrument in 
excess of the estimate, amounting to a total of £37,856—a 
mere bagatelle to a rich municipality, But the estimate 
clearly did not contemplate “instruments” ; it specifically 
provided for so many subscribers“ lines" and all muni- 
cipal telephone estimates have been drawn in the same way. 
That lines and not instruments are what the estimates con- 
template is clearly shown by the fact that extension instru- 
ments are never mentioned in municipal telephone estimates, 
and that the estimates of average revenue to he obtained do 
not recognise extension instruments, 

We do not wish to labour the point, although it is evident 
that the distinction between lines and instruments is not 
generally understood. Otherwise the fallacious figures 
rerarding the Glasgow system could never have gained 
currency and general acceptance. It is no doubt quite 
legitimate to advertise the total number of telephones of all 
kinds in a system, во as to impress the public with a sense of 
its magnitude. Every telephone connected to the exchange 
has its use, and it is only fair that ita presence should be 
counted and made known. What is most distinctly not 
legitimate is to average together,in comparing actual capital 
cost with estimated capital cost, inside extension instrnments, 
which cost only £4 each to establish, with complete sub- 
scribers’ lines that cost over £30 each to establish. This is 
what has been done at Glasgow, and in this way the great 
excess of the actual capital cost over the estimated capital 
cost has so far escaped serious attention. We note that in 


the recent discussion at the Glasgow Town Council meeting 


the average capital cost per subscriber was not mentioned, 
but in the discussion on the last loan of £80,000 it was 
frequently referred to. This discussion took place as lately 
as January 8th of this year, and it is clear from the report 


of the proceedings that the worthy councillors one and all 
took the number of instruments then working to be the 
number of actual subscribers’ lines. The average capital 
cost per instrument was then given as £21 88., so even on 
the basis of instruments there has been a rise of £1 88. per 
instrument in a very few months. 

Having now made the question of capital cost clear, we 
pass to the important subject of depreciation. On this point 
we have received a letter from Mr. D. M. Stevenson, who 
rejoices in the neat title of ** vice-Convener of Committee on 
Telephones" asking us to reproduce a letter addressed by 
him to the editor of Engineering, and published in the issue 
of that journal for September 18th. In that letter Mr. 
Stevenson answers certain criticisms of the Glasgow tele- 
phone accounts made by Engineering. No doubt Engineer- 
ing is amply able to take care of itself in any discussion with 
Mr. Stevenson, and while we are much interested in Glasgow 
telephones, and have no doubt many of our readers are also, 
we have not the space available to reproduce the article in 
Engineering and Mr. Stevenson's letter. It would serve no 
purpose to reproduce the one without the other, but inasmuch 
as Mr. Stevenson seems to think his letter disposes of our 
criticisms of September 11th, we will abstract his chief 
points and then proceed to dispose of them. 

Point 1 is that Depreciation is amply provided for by я 

sinking fund of 34 per cent. per annum on the total expen‘: - 
ture, on the basis of the average life of the undertakiag 
being 30 years.” In support of this Mr. Stevenson qui-tes 
the Postmaster-General’s report, in which it is stated that 
the estimated life of the London Post Office telephone plant 
averages 36 years, and he thinks that Glasgow has shown 
* excessive prudence ” in choosing to take 30 years ая і‘а 
basis. 
. Point 2 is that *the bulk of our wires are formed into 
properly-insulated lead-covered cables, and these again are 
run in iron ducts underground. It is impossible to set any 
reasonable limit to the life of such material, and when 
against that is put the comparatively short life of instru- 
ments, &c., it will be seen that if the Corporation errs at 
all in taking an average of 30 years it errs on the side of 
safety." 

Point 3 is that Mr. Stevenson thinks that if the State does 
acquire the Glasgow telephone system, the State will pay the 
Glasgow Corporation more than the plant is worth. 

Point 4 is that All the plant put in by the Glasgow 
Corporation Telephone Department meets the Post Office 
requirements.“ 

Point 5 is that, although * new wires mean increased 
expenditure, there is a sum of £59,096 “invested in works 
not yet earning revenue, or, in other words, in anticipation 
of future demands. Every new wire, therefore, for a long 
time to come, at least, will mean a proportionately higter 
net revenue." 

It is evident that Mr. Stevenson has not yet become, in 
spite of his sonorous telephonic title, a competent judge of 
matters telephonic. This is by no means to his discredit, aa 
no Town Councillor, in the evening of a lifetime spent in 
other callings, could reasonably be expected to master a 
complicated and extremely technical business by the simple 
process of attending weekly committee meetings for a period 
of a year or two. There is a fallacy, or an error of fact, in 
every one of Mr. Stevenson’s points. In the first place, 
depreciation and sinking fund are not altogether the same 
thing, as Mr. Stevenson assumes. The Glasgow Corporation 
have already acknowledged that they are not the same thing 
by establishing a depreciation fund in addition to a sinking 
fund ; the Postmaster-General recognises that they are not 
the same thing by providing for depreciation as well as for 
sinking fund. In telephone working there is greater need 
to provide for depreciation than in some other electrical 
undertakings, because of the perishable nature of a large 
proportion of the plant, and because of the rapid antiquation 
of plant due to the constant introduction of improvements 
in telephone apparatus and methods. 

It is important to consider what is the nature of the plant 
which has an estimated average life of 36 years, and of that 
which Glasgow, with such excessive prudence, has taken at 
only 30 years. Any engineer who has followed the subject 
knows that the Post Office plant in London is a totally 
different thing from the Glasgow municipal plant. With 
the possible exception of a portion of the cable plant at 
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Glasgow, there is no comparison at all to be made between 
the two systems. In the London system not only is every 
inch of wire underground and properly laid in pipes, but the 
exchange equipment and sub-station apparatus are of the latest 
type of common battery working, giving the great advantage of 
automatic signalling in the operation of the service. In the 
Glasgow system, on the other hand, a good deal of the wire 
plant is overhead, a large proportion of the cable plant is 


armoured cable laid directly in the ground, and the exchange ' 


equipment and sub-station apparatus are on the antiquated 
call-wire system, which is in use nowhere else in the world 
on а large scale. The following table shows the capital cost 
of each part of the plant at Glasgow, and the proportion each 
part bears to the whole : — 


CaPrTAL Cost, GLASGOW MonicrpaL TELEPHONES. 
As at May 31st, 1903. 


Item. Amount, ca teh 
Underground construction £147,293 13 9 54°32 
Overhead construction... 38,300 4 7 1414 
Central office construction 33,377 4 11 12:32 
Subscribers stations 39,587 13 4 14°6 
Pablic telephone offices aes 869 18 6 32 
Preliminary expenses, stores, 

furniture and fittings 11,509 15 4 4'3 
Total £270,938 10 5 100 00 


From this little table it is clear that the Glasgow plant is 
.on quite a different footing from that of the London system 
of the Postmaster-General, with which Mr. Stevenson so 
erroneously compares it. For one thing, 14°14 per cent. of 
the total capital is invested in overhead plant ; of this type 
of plant the Post Office London system has none. It is 
plant subject to rapid deterioration, and should be charged 
with a high rate of depreciation. The exchange and 
subscribers’ station apparatus, including public telephones, 
accounts for 27:22 per cent. of the total capital. All of this 
apparatus was obsolete and out-of-date when it was put 
in, and this method of working was adopted in spite of 
the Postmaster-General’s recommendation that the most 
modern system should be used. The 1 3 per cent. of the 
capital represented by “ Preliminary Expensea " should pro- 
perly have formed a first charge against revenue. Failing 
that, it should certainly be extinguished within the period 
of the license. The Post Office may be as simple as 
Simon, but it is not likely to be in the market as a pur- 
chaser of preliminary expenses. We have, then, a total of 
45°68 per cent. of the capital invested in the Glasgow Cor- 
poration telephone system, on which the most elementary 
prudence would dictate a depreciation charge of at least 
10 per cent. per annum. This would require no less than 
£12,376 yearly. | 

There remains the cable plant, forming the larger pro- 
portion of the capital cost, as it represents 54:32 per cent. of 
the total. In previous discussions the Glasgow Telephone 
Committee have fallen back on the cable plant as a portion 
of their assets which would be worth all it cost at any time. 
Mr. Stevenson says all the cable is laid in iron ducts; but 
turning to the statistics we find the following :— 


Mileage of armoured cable laid, 66 miles 1,622 yards. 
» . » cable drawn into pipes, 95 miles 1,314 yards, 


So that it appears that of the total length of 162 miles of 
cable in the system, over 66 miles, or more than two-fifths, 
is not drawn into pipes at all, but consists of armoured cable 
laid inthe ground. This class of work is not usually done 
in telephone systems, and is not likely to find favour with 
the Postmaster-General. The two-fifths of armoured cable 
probably represents about one-fifth of the total value of the 
underground construction account—say, £29,000. On this 
also depreciation at the rate of 10 per cent. ought to be 
allowed, bringing up the depreciation fund required to 
£15,276. On the portion of the cable plant which is laid in 
pipes, representing under 44 per cent. of the whole invest- 
ment, a depreciation charge of 2} per cent. on the conduits 
and 5 per cent. on the cables—say, an average of 4 per cent. 
on the whole, is admissible if the work has been thoroughly 
well done. This would amount to £4,731, bringing the 
total depreciation charge up to £20,007, an average of about 
4'4 per cent. The sinking fund is at the rate of only 34 


per cent, so that the Glasgow Corporation "Telephone 
Department is omitting about £11,000 from its charges 
against revenue, if depreciation is to be recognised in a safe 
way. In other words, even if the plant were not extended 
along its present lines, the Glasgow Corporation telephone 
account will have to face, at the end of the licence, a lacuna 
of over £100,000 ; and it is to the last degree improbable 
that the Post Office will consent to fill that deep hole up 
with the taxpayer's money. 

So much for poiat 1 of Mr. Stevenson’s argument. 
Point 2 has already been disposed of, as it has been shcwn 
that the cables are not all“ run in iron ducts underground.“ 
Further, in view of the rapid progress in the art of telephone 
cable making it is not only possible but advisable “ to set a 
reasonable limit to the life of such material." 

As to point 3, Mr. Stevenson shows a greater degree of 
innocence on matters of buying and selling than we believed 
could exist North of the Tweed. The State is seldom given 
to excess of generosity towards sellers in any case, and in the 
case of the Glasgow telephone plant it might conceivably go 
in the opposite direction, and perhaps squeeze the Corpora- 
tion as some Corporations have squeezed tramway companies 
and other private concerns. Moreover, Mr. Stevenson 
ignores the fact that the obsolete character of the Glasgow 
telephone plant is well known and has been frequently 
referred to; it is probably not unknown to the Post Office. 

Point 4 may be true to the letter, but not in the sense 
intended. The plant may meet the broad requirements laid 
down in the licence specification, which practically confines 
itself to specifying the use of metallic circuits and of signals 
that will work. But the Glasgow plant is as different from 
the Post Office London plant as chalk is from cheese, and it 
is little likely to meet the requirements of the Post Office 
when the Post Office comes to consider taking it over. 

Point 5 means, if it means anything, that new wires for 
a long time to come will be brought into use without increase 
of capital expenditure. This is very unlikely. Spare 
plant must always exist, and can never be entirely utilised. 
If Mr. Stevenson is serious in this claim, viz., that 
* every new wire for a long time to come will mean a pro- 
portionately higher net revenue," he must mean that the 
Glasgow Corporation has ceased extending the tele- 
phone system, and is spending no more money in new 
construction. We doubt very much if this is the case. If 
it were the case it would be tantamount to a confession of 
failure, as the telephone system that stops building soon 
begins to decay. It is plain from Mr. Stevenson’s fifth 
point that he has not yet grasped the vital question of spare 
plant. From the very nature of the business the spare 
capacity must always exist, and it is a difficult matter, in a 
growing telephone system, to hold the balance even and 
extend the plant in such a way as to prevent, on the one 
hand, the spare plant from becoming too great a burden, 
and on the other, to avoid the serious difficulties that arise 
from an insufficiency of spare capacity. 


“THE CHIEF,” FROM AN ABSISTANT'S 
POINT OF VIEW. 


By "R-V." 


In these days of severe competition, when the supply of 
assistant electrical engineers so greatly exceeds the demand, 
and when the salaries given for their services are so paltry, 
the necessity arises for the utmost good-feeling between 
them and their chiefs, in order that they may not become 
disheartened with their positions. 

The greatest amount of tact and thoughtfulness is called 
for on the part of the chief engineer in his relations with 
his staff. He should endeavour as far as possible to take 
a personal interest in the work allotted to them in their 
several departments, but at the same time, if they are 
capable men, give them a free hand in the work over 
which they have charge. Where the assistant is young, and 
perhaps enthusiastic and energetic, he should be encouraged 
to talk over matters with his chief, and to come to him for 
friendly advice in any small difficulty that arises. 
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How often it is that a chief fails to realise the effect on 
his assistants of a few words of praise or commendation 
when they have taken some particular pains, or have worked 
extra hard on some urgent job. 

Nothing is so disheartening to an assistant, particularly a 
young one, as to have no notice taken of him by bis chief when 
he has worked hard, perhaps during many hours of the time 
that he might reasonably call his own, in order to carry out 
successfully some special job, or when he has saved his 
department a considerable amount of money by putting his 
brains to work and scheming to reduce expenditure on any 
particular piece of work. 

It is the duty of a chief to encourage his assistants 
in every possible way to throw their whole energy into 
their jobs, and he should never hesitate to give a mead 
of praise where praise is due. But at the same time he 
should not fail to deal with them with a firm hand if they 
overstep the bounds, for by so doing he will earn their 
lasting respect. : 

Friction is often caused by the chief talking over the 
heads of his assistants to their men about some job on 
hand, instead of discussing the matter with the assistants, 
who are supposed to have entire charge of their gangs. An 
assistant perhaps tells his men to do a job in a certain 
way, afterwards comes the chief and tells the men to 
do it in another way. The assistant then comes back, and 
finding his men doing ‘the job contrary to his instructions, 
promptly gets angry when he is met with the unanswerable, 
„The boss said we were to do it like this." No matter if 
the assistant had told the men the wrong way to do the job, 
the chief should have mentioned the matter to him first, 
except, of course, in & specially urgent case. 

In the matter of pupils, too, there is often a considerable 
amount of ill-feeling. The chief takes the premium, and, 
as a rule, hands the pupil over to the care of his assistants 
each in their turn, and these are supposed to initiate him 
into all the mysteries of their several departments, to tell 
and explain to him everything that they have spent years 
in studying, and, in fact, have to add to their already under- 
paid jobs the often very onerous duties of technical in- 
structor to a dullard! Is it a wonder, then, that the 
parents of pupils complain that they don’t think that their 
sons seem to be learning much at their work? What an 
alteration of the case might be effected if it was the rule, 
instead of the exception, for the chief to divide, say, one- 
third of the premium amongst his assistants who have all 
the trouble and bother of looking after tbe pupil, and what 
a lot more practical knowledge the latter would acquire ! 

In municipal undertakings it is often the case that ooun- 
cillors or committeemen (and these, as & general rule, are 
totally ignorant of electrical matters) make it their business 
to spot out imaginary delinquencies in some department, 
and to report the same at their meetings. The chief is 
interrogated, and he, by the exercise of considerable tact, 
should be able to refute any imputation on the abilities of 
his staff. Even if the latter have acted indiscreetly, it is 
his duty to etick up for them as far as possible before his 
committee (unless the case be too glaring), and a/flerwards 
to deal with them in a suitable manner. If an assistant 
feels that his chief has not complete confidence in him, or 
that he can hesitate in trusting him implicitly, then by far 
the best thing for him to do is to seek fresh fields and 
pastures new. 

On the other side of the question, an assistant should 
always bear in mind that the chief is his superior, and 
should not attempt in any way to disregard him or his posi- 


tion as chief, or do things too much on his own initiative. 


In important and vital matters concerning his department 
he should first and foremost go to his chief to consult, and 
if he has suggestions to offer, hsten with patience to the 
more matured wisdom of his superior, even if the latter 
is an inferior superior. | 

But, in order to do this, he must feel that his chief is a 
man whose experience and judgment are such as to justify 
his deference, that he knows perfectly what he is talking 
about, and is capable of giving advice. If there is the 
least suspicion on the part of the assistant that his chief has 
had no experience in the matter under discussion, and 
cannot, therefore, grasp the particular difficulties about 
9 9 his advice is asked, then he naturally loses all respect 
or him. 


In conclusion, the writer is perfectly aware that he has 
made out a very one-sided case, bat his apology must be 
that he happens at present to de an assistant, and such being 
the case, he awaits someone better qualified than himself to 
take up a brief for the other side. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


L.C.C. Engines. 


May I be permitted to in turn criticise your reply to 
„W. H. B.'s" letter in your last issue. 

First as to the balancing of these engines; you say that 
it is a“ fact that reciprocating parts cannot be balanced by 
revolving weights.” Now while this is true for engines in 
which the reciprocating parts all move in one plane on the 
same side of the crankshaft, it is possible to obtain (as 
“W. Н. B." states) almost perfect balance in a vertical- 
horizontal engine of the type proposed. 

In the ordinary vertical engine, if a balance weight be fitted 
opposite the crank of such mass, referred to the crank-pin circle 
radius, as is equal to the mass of the revolving parts, plus 
the mass of reciprocating parts, balance as regards the primary 
forces in the vertical plane will be obtained ; there will 
result, however, an out-of-balance in the horizontal plane 
equal to the effect of the reciprocating masses. The obvious 
remedy for this would be to cause a mass of equal amount 
to the vertically reciprocating parts to be reciprocated by 
the crank in a horizontal plane. Utilise this mass hy 
making it the piston, &c., of a horizontal engine working on 
the same crank-pin, and you get the L. C. C. design. Forces 
of the second and higher orders produced by the finite 
length of the connecting rod will not, of course, be 
balanced, but neither are they in the Yarrow-Schlick-T weedy 
system. 
^ The moments of these primary forces could also be balanced 
exactly by adopting double-webbed cranks, and splitting the 
crank-pin end of either the vertical or the horizontal con- 
necting-rod, во that the centre lines of the H.P. and L.P. 
engines should be in one plane. 

With the design adopted by the L.C.C.'s engineer this 
perfection is not attained; but the difference is unim- 
portant, and is far outweighed by the advantage of greater 
simplicity. | 

With regard to the stresses on the crank-pins, since the 
pins should be made of large diameter to obtain the neces- 
sary bearing area, the strains will be inappreciable, cer- 
tainly not sufficient to spoil the bedding of the crauk-pin 
bearings. 

The inclination of the H.P. engines due to sagging of the 
crankshaft is certainly an objection to which all vertical 
cross-compound engines are open, but the angle can be cal- 
culated very closely; and, as * W. H. B." points out, mill 
engine builders find no insuperable difficulty in this problem. 
I fail to see that it is any more difficult because an alternator- 
rotor replaces a rope wheel. The L.C.C. design does not 
complicate the question, since if the bored type of cross-head 
guide be adopted, the L.P. connecting-rod, &c., will adapt 
itself to the skew of the crank-pin. 

In conclusion, I would say that although I am far from 
deprecating advance in engineering, and although I believe 
heartily in the future of the steam turbine and gus engine, 
yet the present types have undoubted faults, and until these 
ure substantially remedied, an engineer responsible for the 
design of a large station does well to specify machinery of a 
type whose success is assured by past resulte, The failure of 
the machinery of а station of 12,000 Kw. output is a large 
risk. 

H. J. A. 

[Our correspondent is perfectly correct, and we must 
apologise for the error; the type of engine in question 
certainly can be well balanced. We had in mind at the 
time of writing “W. H. B.’s”’ reference to an angle of 
1123?, and overlooked the peculiar features of the question. 

We recognised in the first instance that considerations of 
prudence had doubtless influenced the choice uf engine, but 
our suggestion was that the type of engine chosen hud little 
to recommend it in this respect. As for the large risk "— 


! 


Vol. 53. No. 1,351, Остовив 16,1903] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 618 


-———————— ÁO -————————————À———————————— ern 


British engineers are perhaps somewhat apt to suffer from 
excess of caution, and they will never lack the warnings of 
those whose interest it is to maintain the status quo.—EDs. 
Exec. REv.] 


Dry Cells: Patent Exploitation Co.'s Litigation. 


Will any of your readers who are interested in this 
matter,either as having paid an amount for royalties and 
Suggested damages, or having resented such application, 
forward their names and addresses to us, clo the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, as we wish to convene a trade meeting on 
the subject. 


Correspondents. 
October 12th, 1908. 


Wanted: An Ideal Electric Glow Lamp. 


Recently а correspondent writing in yonr columns 
inquired, not perhapsin the precise terms of the question as 
I have stated it, for a lamp possessing ‘advantages over the 
ordinary types now in use. The communication was, as far 
as I can recollect (I have not the particular issue before me), 
an appeal to lamp manufacturers in the hope that something 
might be forthcoming which would have an interest alike 
for the engineer and the user. 

What, with your permission, I am abont to say is not, let 
me point out, the result of that appeal, for the question of 
marketing the particular lamp which I shall presently 
describe had been the subject of some negotiation. Sin- 
gularly enough, though, the want supplied is synchronal 
with the request for an improved lamp. I deferred, there- 
fore, for obvious reasons, writing you earlier ; but I am now 
at liberty to state that my firm—Mackey’s Electric Lamp 
Co.—are placing on the market an entirely new lamp 

ing sufficient novelty, I think, to interest your corre- 
spondent as well as the host of others engaged in electric 
lightiny. 

It is, I repeat, an entirely new lamp. That is saying a 
good deal, perhaps ; and as so much has been said regarding 
glow lamps, the reader may justly be inclined to take the 
statement with a pinch of salt. 

Well, we'll see; let me briefly describe it. In possibly 
nine cases out of ten the light from a glow lamp is required 
concentrated in the axial direction, and for this reason 
various kinds of reflecting media have been used to attain 
this hitherto. A concentrated light, then, bas been an object 
which up to the present it has been the desire of all incan- 
descent electric Jampmakers to attain, but generally found 
impossible to achieve. | 

The new lamp may be described as having the filament 
coiled so as to turn back upon itself, the whole of the light- 
giving element in the lamp being thus constructed to lie in 
a compact cylindrical surface. Thus the maximum light 
from this lamp is thrown downwards or in, what is without 
doubt, the most useful direction. No other incandescent 
electric lamp on the market does this. 

The manufacturers, I may be allowed to state for your 
iaformation, propose to make, in the first instance, a lamp 
constructed accordiog to the Farrall"' patent, giving about 
10 c.P. in the horizontal direction, the same lamp, measured 
axially, giving about 18 ср. Thus, measured axially, the 
consumption will be about 2 to 2] watts per candle. 

Now the reader is, no doubt, aware that the ordinary 
16-c.P. lamp is nominally 16 С.Р. measured in the horizontal 
direction, but, measured axially (the light thrown down- 
wards) it only gives about 8 or 9 C. P., so that (here the real 
advantage to the user comes in) for the same current con- 
sumption of an ordinary 10-c.». glow lamp, the new lamp 
gives 75 per cent. more light than the user is getting from 
an ordinary 16.c.P. lamp, in the axial or most useful direc- 
tion. Thelamp, in my opinion, is without question an ideal 
Jamp for car and railway train lighting, libraries, reading 
rooms, shop windows (where frequently one sees the light on 
the ceiling and not reflected on the goods), restaurants, 
offices, the billiard table (I must particularise this) and other 
miscellaneous purposes of illumination where concentration 
of light in the axial direction is desired. 

I think I have said sufficient to indicate the advantage 
obtained by the use of sucha lamp. It will, I feel sure, 


have an interest for your querist, as well as others who may 
be on the look-out for an ideal lamp. Considerations of 
space have made it necessary to touch upon the merits of the 
thing very briefly. Messrs. Mackeys will be pleased to supply 
faller particulars. . 


London, October 10th, 1908. 


[A full discussion of the advantages of lamps with fila- 
ments designed to concentrate the light in the axial direction 
will be found on pp. 183 and 301 of the ELECTRICAL 
Review, February Ist and 15th, 1901. None of the lamps 
there described, however, gave results comparable with those 
claimed by our correspondent. We have one of these lamps 
in our possession, and hope to publish the result of a test 
upon it shortly—Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


W. Young. 


Design of Ballistic Galvauometers. 


I have to thank you for pointing out an error in the 
wording of my paper on The Consideration of Some Points 
in the Working and Design of Ballistic Galvanometers,” in 
which I have used the word “low” in place of the word 
< long." 

To avoid further confusion on the subject, I should wish 
it to be understood that by bringing down the period of a 
galvanometer," I mean “making the periodic time longer." 

The error probably arose from confusing the terms 
* frequency " and “ period” ; a “ low frequency " galvano- 
meter having a “ high period.” 

This error, of course, should not have been made, but it 
passed unnoticed in the reading of the paper, and I am 
indebted to you for pointing it out. 

| Р. Н. Powell, B.Sc. 
University College, Liverpool. 
October 12th, 1903. 


[A correspondent asks for the address of a firm who make 
a speciality of electrical appliances for maturing wine, and 
for particulars.—Eps. Exec. Rev. | 


Ee ee 


THE INEFFICIENCY OF FREE LIBRARIES 
By E. KILBURN SCOTT, M.LE.E., A. M. I. C. E. 


Ir is very generally acknowledged that under the present 
system, from the point of view of the scientist and engineer, 
free public libraries are not run on satisfactory lines. 
Novels, illustrated periodicals and literature of the 7%/- Виз 
order form the bulk of the books in a library, and conse- 
quently the time of the libyarians aud his assistants is 
mainly occupied in catering for the frivolous claas of reader. 

If it stopped there, it might not be so bad, but asa matter 
of fact, in some provincial libraries the serious reader is 
actually discouraged. Suppose a reader, for example, wishes 
to consult back numbers of the ELEcrRICAL Review. He 
gives in a ticket for several volumes, and after а good deal of 
waiting a boy steggers in with the books. After lookiog 
through these another ticket must be issued and the boy has 
again to be porter. It is no wonder, therefore. that he and 
his fellows discourage such a reader as much as they can. 

The proper system clearly is the one adopted at the 
Patent Office Library, where the reader has free access to 
the book-shelves. For steady reading at one book the 
ticket system does well enough, but when a busy man has to 
look up a subject and must search for information here and 
there through many books and technical journals, the only 
way is to allow free access to the shelves. 

To show how stupidly the libraries can be managed, the 
writer knows of a case where a valuable chemical reference- 
book was kept in one school for nearly a year by а system of 
transferring it between the teachers and elder scholars. Yet 
the librarian considered one copy was enough. In another 
case a library was singularly deficient in books on engineer- 
ing, and one of the readers took the trouble to write out a 
list of the more important works. Instead of obtaining 
them at once, the Library Committee purchased them at the 
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rate of. about one a month, and the requisitioner had been 
abroad nearly a year before bis list was exhausted, and yet 
engineering was the most important trade in that particular 
town. 

It has always been a puzzle to the writer why such go- 
ahead communities as the West Riding, the North East 
Coast, South Lancashire, and the Bristol, Glasgow, Bir- 


mingham districts, &c., have not before now agitated for 


proper technical and scientific libraries to be established in 
their midst on the lines of the London Patent Office Library. 
For instance, at Leeds all the scientific and technical books, 
the patent specifications, &c., should be placed in a separate 
building in charge of a technical man as librarian, and with 
a proper staff of intelligent assistants who could attend to 
visitors, a8 is done in the Chancery Lane Library. The 
additional expense incurred would soon bring its return by 
reacting favourably on the industries of the district. 

Nothing helps a community so much as cultivating the 
brains of its individuals, The results of having good schools 
in a place are evident to everyone, and it would be the same 
if engineers, inventors, and scientifically minded people were 
properly catered for. At present, one of the incentives to a 
young man going to London is that he knows there are 
greater facilities in the way of attending meetings of 
scientific societies and better libraries, and other similar 
advantages. The first is being, to some extent, met by 
branch societies, such as those of the Electrical Engineers 
for example, and as for the second, engineers and scientific 
men should not rest until there are at least a dozen technical 
libraries as good as the one in Chancery Lane, and run on 
similar lines, scattered about the country. 

There should be plenty of assistants who would be pleased 
to spend a year or two in such а technical reference library 
in between leaving school and taking up some work in the 
engineering or other technical industry. In these days of 
hurry scurry it is a great thing to be able to look up any 
particular subject quickly or to be able to make a patent 
search for oneself. 


FIRST AIDS AND APPLIANCES. 
By J. D. M'GOWAN, M.D. 
" (Concluded from page 576.) 


TRANSPORTATION OF Wounbdkb. 


The four-handed seat is made by two persons clasping each other's 
wriste. Doubtless many of you have done this in your boyhood 
days at school. 


After the hands are clasped together, the bearers stoop down 


behind the patient, who sits on the hands, and places one arm 
around the neck of each bearer. 

The two-handed seat is made by two bearers clasping their hands 
and placing their free hands on each other’s shoulders. A bearer 
stands on each side of the patient and passes one arm under bis 
knees and clasps the hand of the other bearer; the bearers then 
pass their arms around the back of the patient and grasp each 
other's shoulders. 

The “ pick-a-back” method may also be sometimes used. A 
temporary stretcher may be made by turning the sleeves of a coat 
inside out; two stout poles are then passed through them and the 
coat is buttoned. The patient site on this and rests against 
the back of the first bearer. To make a longer stretcher, treat two 
coats in the same way. 

Two eacks may be taken; a hole is made in each corner of the 
ош and two poles are passed through the sack and out of the 

oles. 

A broad board or shutter may be used as a stretcher; if used, 
some hay, straw or clothing should be placed on it, and then a piece 
of stout cloth or sacking; the sacking is useful in taking the 
patient off the stretcher. Always test the stretcher before using. 

Never allow stretchers to be carried on the bearers’ shoulders. 

Always carry patient's feet foremost, except when going up hill. 

The “first-aid package,” or “accident case,” contains many 
things that are invaluable to the layman in applying relief to the 
injured; there are also some articles contained therein which none 


but a surgeon should be permitted to touch, such as needles, 
sutures, &с. 


* Presented before the National Electric Light Association at 


its Twenty-Sixth Convention, held at Chi I — 
5 n, held a cago, Ill, May 26th 


If, however, the surgeon, hastily summoned, should have omitted 
to bring with him all the requisites for cleansing, suturing and 
dressing a wound, it would be very gratifying to him to find every- 
thing ready for him in such a convenient, compact form. 

One of the Chicago Edison emergency boxes, the product of Mr. 
W. L. Abbott's ingenious brain, is carried on each n. 

It contains a box of Edison ointment, of whose healing properties 
we are justly proud, a gauze bandage, a first-aid package, a hypo- 
dermic syringe, and a solution containing one-twentieth of a grain 
of strychnine to each barrel of syringe. The strychnine is to be 
used to inject under the skin of a man who receives a shock from 
the high-tension wires. If a doctor is near by, it is well to have the 
solution ready for him; in the absence of a doctor the foreman is 
instructed how to use the syringe. 


Вноск. 


Shock is common after serious accident, injury, burn, or from the 
electric current. 

The symptoms or signs of shock are cool, clammy ekin, vomiting 
and retching, weak, rapid pulse, sighing or irregular breathing, 
half-opened eyelids, dilate pupils, dullness of intellect and some- 
times insensibility. 

Place the patient in a warm, quiet place; after dressing wounds, 
wrap him in warm material and apply heat to the whole body, using 
hot-water bottles, water bags, hot bricks, blankets, flannels wrang out 
of hot water (no heat to head), hot drinks (coffee best), spirite of 
ammonia dilated with water, or small amount of whiskey. 

Electric Shocks.—Busceptibility to shock depends upon the indi- 
vidual; women and children less resistant than men. 
Diseases of heart and kidneys predispose to accident from electric 
shock. Do not lower the head of a person who has received electric 
shock. Artificial respiration should be kept up for hours Mas- 
sage of abdomen and left side over the heart. Heat the body as 
above. 

Remove patient to a room in some adjacent house; remove most 
of his clothing; apply hot water bottles to body and limbs, wrap 
feet in hot wet cloths. Apply artificial respiration as explained 
below. Do not get discouraged if patient does not show signs of 
life; keep up the work for several hours. Men have been brought 
back to life after 10 hours of hard work, so work on patiently and 
constantly, and you may bring back a fellow workman who is appa- 
rently dead. 

Artificial respiration is produced as follows, whenever it is 
required: — Face upwards ; the hard roll of clothing beneath thorax, 
with shoulders slightly declining over it; head and neck bent back 
to the utmost. Hands on top of head (one twist of handkerchief 
around the crossed wrists will keep them there); rip or strip cloth- 
ing from waist and neck; kneel astride the patient's hips; place 
your hands upon his chest, so that the ball of each thumb and little 
finger rests upon the inner margin of the free border of the costal 
cartilages, the tip of each thumb near or upon the xiphoid cartilage, 
the fingers fitting into the corresponding intercostal ; fix 
your elbows firmly, making them one with your sides and hips, 
then— 

Pressing upwards and inwards towards towards the diaphragm, 
use your knees asa pivot, and throw your weight slowly forward 
two or three seconds until your face almost touches that of the 
patient, ending with a sharp push which helps to jerk you back to 
your erect kneeling position. Rest three seconds; then repeat 
this bellows-blowing movement as before, continuing it at the rate 
of seven toten times a minute, taking the utmost care on the occar- 
rence of a natural gasp, gently to aid and deepen it into a longer 
breath, until respiration becomes natural. When practical, have the 
tongue held firmly out of one corner of the mouth with thumb and 
finger armed with dry cotton rag. ° Avoid impatient vertical pushes; 
the force must be upward and inward, increased gradually from sero 
to the maximum as the age, sex, &c., may indicate. Abandon no case 
as hopeless within an hour's useless effort. 

The following methods may be employed:—(1) Lay the patient 
on his back, with the shoulders elevated, draw the tongue forcibly 
forward, grasp the armsat the elbow and carry them upwards firmly 
upwards until they nearly meet above his head, then lower them to 
the side, and make firm compression upon the lower part of the 
breast bone; repeat tbis process 12 to 14 times in the minute. Or 
(2) turn the body gontly and completely, on the side and a little 
beyond, and then on the face, alternately ; repeating these measures 
deliberately, efficiently and perseveringly, 15 times in a minute. 


New Zealand and Duty on Imported Tramway 
Machinery. Australasian Hardware and Machinery says that the 
duty on electric tramway machinery was discussed by the New 
Zealand Parliament on July 220d. Petitions had been received 
from the municipal authorities in Christchurch, Dunedin and 
Wellington, praying that no duty should be imposed on electrical 
machinery imported for the construction of municipal tramways. 
The Public Petitions Committee, to whom the matter was referred, 
supported the petition on the ground that the proposed tramways 
were for the public benefit. Ia support of the request, the members 
for the cities concerned urged that the services contemplated ware 
public services, and that the material could not satisfactorily be made 
in the colony. The Premier, the Right Hon. R J. Seddon, resisted 
the suggestion on the ground that it would form a bad precedent if 
granted. Every Road and Harbour Board throughout the colony 
would be justified in making a similar claim in respect of the mate- 
rials they used. The matter was discussed at some length, the 
Government putting forward speakers until it was “talked out.” 


— — 
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DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


(Continued from page 578.) 


Тнв London Electrical Fittings Co., Ltd, of Roberts Works, 
Hampstead Road, N.W., have lately patented an improved form of 
tilting counter-weight pendant, the Lefco,“ which is shown in 
fig. 1. The improvement lies in the application of one weight 
instead of three or more, which has been the method previously 
adopted. The spherical weight gives it an extremely neat appear- 
ance, the shade remaining in any desired position at the lightest 
touch of the hand. This firm, who deal solely with the trade, have, 
from their commencement, struck out in quite a distinct line of 
their own, their designs in many cases being charming and original, 


Fic. 3. Fia. 1. 


and their finish of very bigh standard. The firm have lately been 
getting out a number of designs embodying tbe Adam style of 
ornament, some of these in the bracket form being illustrated 
above. Fig. 2 is very original, and has a most dainty effect when 
lit; the same remarks apply to fig. 3. An example of their 
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oxidised silver hand hammered work is shown in fig. 4, which i 
typical of the firm’s own style in their simplicity of ы [ига 
with light effect, and they keep a stock always ready in the rough 
which is finished in the various colourings required from time to 
time. Fig. 5 is also a very effective double bracket. It may 


be noted here that the two directors of this concern are both 
electrical engineers of considerable experience, and make a 
point of their fittings being electrically, as well as mechanically, 
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sound, and having them wired and tested across a 220-volt circuit 
before leaving their premises; needless to say, this saves endless 
trouble and expense to the contractor, who so often finds that trouble 
occurs on the completion of a job which is traced to careless wiring 
in the fittings. An advanced list of fittings has lately been isaued 
by the firm, got up ina very handy form, printed on art paper from 
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pen-and-ink drawings which have been carefully prepared. The 
complete list, showing some 80 illustrations, will be issued shortly. 
The; L.E.F.* Co. also do a large business in manufacturing and 
supplying accessories for lighting and traction work. A new high 
voltage wall plug styled “ The Ajax," on account of its repute for 
defying short-circuite, ts shown in fig. 6, the illustrations clearly 
defining its construction, the chief features of which are—firstly, 
the solid cover which can be thrown about at will without breaking ; 
secondly, the excellent contact block; and, lastly, the absence 
of threads in the china. 


Tue “Mire” Lamp. 


Messrs. Arc Lamps, Ltd., of 62, Old Broad Street, E.C., are 
putting upon the market a new lamp known 
as the “ Mite,” which is intended to take the 
place of incandescent and semi-incandescent 
lighting. The lamp is 16 in. long, and 
will work with 14 to 2 amperes, and burns 
for about 40 hours with one trimming. 
It will run either singly on 100 to 110 
volts, or two in series on 200 to: 250 volts. 
The lamp is simple,and is claimed to burn 
very steadily with a clear soft white light. 
It is most suitable for side street lighting, 
and for the lighting of railway waiting 
rooms, restaurants, libraries, offices, yards, 
alleys, halls and gardens. Itis made on 

„the same principle as the company’s well 

known W. J. Davy lamps. This lamp has 
not been put on the market hurriedly, but, 
we understand, has been carefully and 

a THE Mire.” z severely tested and simplified during a 
period covering over 12 months. Already 
the demand for the “Mite” lamp has been very considerable, and 

‘there has been some difficulty in keeping pace with orders. 


GILBERT ARC Lamps. 


The Gilbert Arc Lamp Co., Ltd., of Chingford, whose lamps are 
be. ing used for public lighting purposes in more than 40 towns, and 
wh, œe chief features are already pretty familiar to readers of the 
Er: ‘CTRICAL REVIEW, have lately brought out an August, 1903, 
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edition of their catalogue. Prices, and full descriptive notes of | 


different patterns of lamps (open and enclosed), transformers, 
carbons, lamp-post gear, raising and lowering gear, also the Gilbert 
automatic switch, appear. 


BaRauLIKE's ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


Mr. G. Braulik has on view at his Upper Thames Street show- 
room, the miniature arc lamp, which is especially suited to shop and 
house lighting; it is designed to meet the demand which has been a 
characteristic of recent electric lighting seasons, for a emall lamp to 
take currents of from 1 to 2 amperes. It is an enclosed lamp with 
simple regulating mechanism consisting chiefly of a solenoid on the 
magnet of which a special frog terminal is provided for holding the 
top carbon. For single burning on a 110 to 120 volts circuit, it is 
constructed as a main current lamp, in which case the solenoid is 
made with a special winding, obviating the necessity for a line 
resistance when switching direct to the circuit. For series burning 
in pairs on 220 volte, differential mechanism is adopted, this 
nacessitating putting a steadying resistance into the circuit. The 
Schumann electric motor and the Eclipse electricity meter are 
aleo being placed before the trade, together with a variety of other 
electric apparatus and fittings for lighting work. Mr. Braulik will 
shortly be placing a new prepayment meter on the market. 


Тнв VULCAN OHMMETER. 


Меввге. Geipel & Lange are introducing а new ohmmeter which 
is adapted specially for wiring contractors aud others in similar 
positions. It is an adaptation of the Wheatstone bridge, but 
without plugs and their attendant disadvantages. In the illus- 
tration it will be seen that the set takes the form of a wooden case, 
having a graduated cursor bar 8 running along the front, with a five- 
stop switch a behind it. The operation of the ohmmeter is as 
follows :— 

The ends connecting the resistance to be measured are joined to 
the two terminals н н, and the two cursore's and a are adjusted until, 
on pressing the buttons a and в, tbe galvanometer needle under the 
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THE VULCAN ОнммЕТЕВ. 


lens D does not deflect. The resistance is then read off directly 
from the graduations on which the cursors s and a finally remain. 

> The instrument has a range between 1 ohm and 20,000,000 ohms. 
It is suitable, therefore, for use either as an ordinary workshop 
instrument, or particularly for making insulation measurements. It 
is accurate within ordinary commercial limits, but no attempt has 
been made to secure extreme accuracy, as the conditions under 
which it is to be used do not demand such refinement. 

The whole equipment with celle, connecting the maximam 
voltage of 20, is contained in a case 19 in. x 54 in. x 4 in., whilst 
the weight is 11 lbs. 

A 12-с.р. B.T.H. Lamp. 


A novelty is now being introduced by the British Thomson- 
Houston Co. in the shape of a 12-0.p. B. T. H.-Edison incandescent 
lamp. At present there are only 8 and 16-c.r. lamps on the market, 
and the British Thomson-Houston Co., recognising that a want 
existed for a lamp of a candle-power between these two, are now 
producing at their worke at Rugby, one of 12 c-P., which has the 
eame appearance as the standard 16-с.р. R.T.H.-Edison incan- 
descent lamps. The efficiency is 50 watts. The B. T. H. lamps are 
supplied for operation on circuits whose voltages are from 200—250 
volts. The special point in regard to this new Rugby lamp is the 
cap, which isabsolutely waterproof, and is cemented on with & non- 
hygroscopic cemen*. It has a high spherical candle-power, and a 
good distribution of light in a useful direction. 


Messrs. R. 8. KEEP & Co., of Anchor Worke, Adams Street, 
Birmingham, have a number of novelties for the coming season 
such as pendants, electrolierr, and the larger class of brackets and 
decorative work. They are extending in these directions, but have 
closed down the lampholder and tumbler switch shops. 


— —M — — —- 


TRE IPswicH DiscomNECTING Box. 


The accompanying figure (fig. 1) shows a four-way mains dis- 
connecting box, such as Mesers. Johnson & Phillips bave lately sup- 
plied in connection with the Ipswich municipal electricity supply 
system. It is intended for four sets of three single distributor 


Fic. 1.—Iepswica DiscoNwNEcTINa Box. 


cables, and is of sufficient depth to permit 4 pathway frame and 
cover to be bolted directly on to the top of it. A packing piece 
between the box and the frame and cover allows for adjustment 
to the level ef the pathway. An internal bell cover keeps the 
interior perfectly dry and water-tight and is easy of removal. All 
the fittings are mounted on a marble slab and are on the bus-bar 
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Fia. 2.—Six-way FrrpgB Box Fon Ipswicnr 


principle, so that any cable may be disconnected by means of its 
link without disturbiog the rest. The fittings are arranged for the 
neutral lead to be between the positive and negative leads, and by 
an alteration of the fittings the positive or negative leads may be on 
the right or left hand asdesired ; also any cable may be disconnected 
from the rest of the fittings for testing purposes, to that the ineula- 
tion of the box is not included in the test. Fig. 2 shows a six-way 
feeder box which is somewhat similar to fig. 1. The internal cover 
is fixed down with bolte, and the fittings are of the inclined link 
type, enabling them to be easily removed without fear of short- 
circuit. i 
Messrs. Улмрлм'з LIGHTING ACOESSORIES. 

In the accompanying figures (see facing page) we show three of 
Messrs. A. Vandam & Co.’s lately introduced accessories for electric 
lighting service. Fig.1 represents a double-pole tumbler switch. 
A porcelain cover encloses the whole of the interior action. The 
switch is constructed with a well insulated handle bar, connecting 
the action of both switches, and a T-shaped handle at the side, 
which, when tarned to the right or to the left, connects or discon- 
nects the circuit. The two poles are well separated by a high por- 
celain bridge. The breaks between the contacts and the levers are 
very large. The switch is suitable for circuits up to 250 volts. 

Fig. 2 shows a cut-out with automatic replacement fuse, designed 
for temporary short-circuits, such as are caused by short-circuiting 
of lamps and other minor accidents, iu order to prevent the whole 
place below being thrown into darkness. It contains two single- 
pole fuses, one of which is held in place by a tension on one side, 
and when fused will immediately be replaced by the second fuse, 
through a switch action. | 

From fig. 3 the construction of the firm's two-pin 25-ampere wall 
plug with locking action will be understood. 


or high amperage - 
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circuits if should be made impossible to withdraw the plug from 
the base when the current is connected, and to help in this direction 
the firm have invented an arrangement by which the plug can only 


Fig. 2. Cor OUT WITH REPLACEMENT Fuss. 


be withdrawn from the base when the switch action is off—that is 
to езу, when the current is disconnected. The firm's new patent 
high-voltage tumbler switch and combined two-pin wall plug forms 
а unique arrangement for an ordinary tumbler switch, which can 


arranged for the прове of obviating the necessity of withdrawing 
the plug from the base, but the light can be put out by simply 
shifting the lever of the switch action to the left; and if the light 
is to be put on, the lever of the switch action has simply to be shifted 
to the right. 

Another recent device is a registered dust-proof cover for 
obviating the trouble which frequently arises with wall and floor plugs 
through dust accumulating iu the holes where the pins are inserted. 
When the plug is taken out, the holes through which the conducting 
pins are inserted are covered by a brass plate, which closes down, and is 
held securely by a spring. A new multiple plug has been designed 
enabling five different circuits to be branched off from the same 
wall plug, each being capable of carrying 5 amperes, the base 
terminals carrying 25 ampercs. 


B. T. H. Concentric [лант DIFFUSER. 


An objection to arc lamps for interior shop lighting, which applies 
more particularly to the open type, but also to some extent to the 
enclosed type, is that there is a tendency to concentrate the light in 
a circle beneath the lamp, and a perfectly even distribution of light 
is difficult to obtain. 

In order to improve tho distribution of light with the énclosed 
arc lamp, the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., has introduced 
the Ooncentric Light Diffuser, which is shown in the illustration 
below. This apparatus, which is of an exceptionally simple 
character, prevents sharp cor 1a:ts and diffuses the light equally in 


Fic. 3.—Two-PiN 25-AMP. WaLL rco. 


all directions; the effect of the wandering of the arc has thereby been 
reduced to a considerable degree, so that the light at any point is, to 
a great extent, independent of the position of the arc with respect 
to the carbon ends. 


CONCENTRIC Ілант DIFFUSER. 


be used at the same time as a wall-plug connection. It is provided 


with an ebonite plug top, which can be inserted on the side of the. 


porcelain base. 
Other specialities of Messrs. Vandam’s include a new high voltage 
concentric wall plug with switch action, The switch action is 


The apparatus consists of a suitably designed metal diffuser 
attached to the lamp casing in the same manner as an ordinary 
reflector or shade. In place of the outer globe a screening shade is 
used, which performs the double function of subduing the light 
directly under the lamp and reflecting a portion of it on to the 
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diffuser. The light from the latter is white, even, well distributed, 
pleasant to the eyes, and particularly adapted to the matching of 
colours, which is of the utmost importance in shop lighting. 
Furthermore, the diffuser makes the illuminating power of the 
lamp roped җар, of the nature or colour of the ceiling, and there 
is practically no light lost by absorption in the ceiling itself. 
he Concentric Light Diffuser is particularly adapted for use in 
rooms having low ceilings, and is specially recommended for drawing 
offices, shops and in general for any interior lighting work where 
even distribution and steadiness of light are particularly important. 
It should never be used without the lower glass shade, and it is not 
. Suitable for use with outdoor lamps. 
iu¢ British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., has devoted a great deal 
of attention to the proper lighting of interiors with enclosed arc 
lamps, ar d as a result of the experience obtained in this line, the 
following table has been compiled showing the watts per square 
foot required to give good lighting for various classes of work. 


These figures are given merely as suggestions, and a maximum and 


minimum figure has been given in each case to cover extremely 
good or particularly bad conditions. 'The average of the figures 
given will serve as a general guide. The figures are given in watts 
рег square foot, and are sufficiently accurate for ordinary purposes 
for both alternating and direct current enclosed arc lamps suspended 
at the usual distance from the floor. 


Watts PER SquaRE Foor ror HIdE-OL ASS Авс LIGHTING. 


Average 
conditions. 


Machine shops, high roofs, electrically-driven 
machinery, no belts = eas is 
Machine shops, low roofs, belts and other 
obstructions ... е 858 v "E | 75 to 1:25 
Boot and shoe shops ... $us s Bc 78 5 tol 
Large drapery shops, light materials, bric-à-brac 1 
drapery shops, coloured material 125 1 
Mill lighting, plain white goods T c X1 9 
Mill lighting, coloured goods, high looms ... 1:3 
General office, no incandescents aa ves 
Drawing offices ... js "NT 


* Power based on watts at lamp terminals. 


Variation. 


‘75° 5 to 1* 


Tae ELECTRICAL Co.’s SHOWROOMS. 


We show in the accompanying pictures a few of the latest things 
which caught our eye in the course of a run through the admirably 
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arranged showrooms of the Electrical Co., in Shaftesbury Avenue, 
W.C. The body of the B type of, Nerust lamp admittedly presents 
а somewhat unsightly appearance, and to overcome tbat some 


special designs of fittings have been got out, by which, by 
carefol and neat arrangement, any unsightliness is avoided. 
Figs. 1 and 2 suow specimens ої Nernst fittings made ia 
this way. An exceedingly pretty little thing, especially when 
seen under light, is the small table standard or bracket shown 
in fig. 3; a number of lines are being made by the Electrical Co, 
in which these pearl shells are very pleasingly utilised, especially 


candle screens and pendants. The one iliuetrated hss a full-sized 
nautilus shell supported by an art nouveau metal stand, which can 
be made in any finish. The company bas a new line of cheap 
and simple designs of electric radiators, and a great variety of 
fittings of all classes. A copy of a small coloured pamphlet, show- 
ing the general arrangement of the showrooms and contenta, has 
been issued, and a copy can be obtained on application. 


(To b: continued.) 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrica] Wares Exported. 
Wesz z*nrMG Oct. ljdTH, 1902. | Wear supine Ост. 13TH, 1903 


Auckland. Elec.tram cars Value £6,750 Adelaide T Value £51 
i Teleg. Apparatus .. 500 Alexandria .. А - Vs 
Bangko 8 vs .. 040 Amsterdam .. фә oe .. 128 
Bombay T - к . 649 Auckland. ed зә $s 94 
Brisbane. Teleg. apparatus .. 250 Caloutta  .. x T ee 1,282 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg.cable .. 541 Cape Town T s .. 9,049 
Oarcutte 5 | .. 1,472 Delagoa Вау. Teleg. mat. 1 
Callao. Submarine teleg. cable 9,800 Durban ad с - 1 
Cape Town .. vs 5 .. 7,334 ‘i Teleg. mat. . 
10 Teleg. mat. .. 2,568 Hast London ‘ 

Colombo as »x 9 81 Fremantle .. T a be 
Copenhagen. Elec. cable . 8,446 Hong Kong.. és s ns 
Durban i» es sė . 518 Lyttleton .. iis «c T 

ii Teleg. mat. 2,109 Melbourne .. T za 
East London Montreal T m 


" Teleg. goods С 636 Perth А es "m s 
Fremantle .. ys zs 35 Port Elizabeth  .. - e» 


Gothenburg.. -- iis .. 106 Rangoon à 
Hong Kong .. - = e 25 Rotterdam .. ins “з ЕР 
Karachi ar iw - . . 187 St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat 
Kobe. Teleg. cable 1,464 Shanghai... is ae we 
Madras Se m Se 13 Singapore .. ва - 
Melbourne .. “% 4s .. 172 i Teleg. mat. .. 
T Teleg. wire .. .. 805 Sydney ie ‘ie T 
Mossel Bay .. са as RET 84 Townsville. Teleg. mat. 
Ostend си vx съ .. 42 Venice Y m Nn 
Perth .. T " à s 81 Wellington .. ace © vs 
Rosario. Teleph. mat. .. .. 967 Yokobama .. "E sa .. 210 
St. Petersburg is os ба 76 Zanzibar $a is ee 33 
s Teleg. wire .. 118 
Sekondi. Teleg. mat. .. 304 
Sierra Leone. Teleg. mat. . 115 
Singapore б bs EM 55 
Stettin ee ee ee ee 77 
Bydney Я e we . 460 
»" Teleg. mat. e „ - 46 
Tokio. Teleph.cable .. 1.840 
Vera Cruz .. es oe .. 9,990 
Yokohama .. Еа ne is 91 
Total ee £54,021 Total . . £10,666 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Colombo. Elec. light mat. Value 412 New York. Elec. appts.. Value £92 
Genoa. Eléc. goods EA os 10 
Rangoon. Elec. mat. T 28 


Total oo £45 


Bolsover Colliery Installation.—The British Thom- 
son-Houston Co. has secured a contract from the Boleover Colliery 
Co. for two steam alternators, each comprising one compound two- 
crank, C/16 engine, by Belliss & Morcom, complete with usual 
fittings, and capable cf developing 375 B. P. with 140 lbs. steam 
pressure and working non-condensing at 375 r.p.m., direct coupled 
to one British Thomson-Houston Co. -250 Kw. 375 r.p.m. 550-volt 
50 cycle, three-phase alternating current generator. Each set is to 
be mounted on a combination baee plate, and furnished with a direct- 
coupled exciter, and field rheostat for the three-phase generator 
and exciter. The engines for the above sets are to be capable of 
carrying an overload of 15 per cent. continuously. The order also 
includes a switchboard, comprising two generator panels and two 
feeder panels, with oil-break switches, instruments, &c. 


The Transvaal's Electrical Imports.—The value of 
the importe of electrical cables and fittings into the Transvaal 
during the six months ending with June last is returned at £34,000, 
as compared with only £17,000 in the corresponding half of 1902. 
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Union Electric Co.’s Specialities.— Last week the 
Union Electric Co., Ltd., of 151, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., was 
“at home” to a number of electrical engineers and representatives 
of the technical Press. A large variety of arc lamps, motors, 
rheostats, instruments, &c., was shown. One of the principal 
exhibits was the “ Miniature” arc lamp, fitted up for interior 
lighting ; we recently illustrated this lamp (p. 217), which is now 
ma de suitable for use, two in series, on 250 volts. Another 
innovation was the “Excello” intense-flame arc lamp, with 
parallel carbons above the arc, arranged for long burning—up 
to 19 hours; this is illustrated below, and is intended for 


New ENcL-^sxkp H. V.“ 
ARO LAMP. 


„% ExcELLO" FLAME ABO LAMP. 


4 D 


street lighting and similar purposes. It was fitted with 
carbons containing, in addition to the usual impregnated core, 
a strip of metal from end to end. A new enclosed arc lamp of 
short pattern, type E.V., was also shown, and a lamp for photo- 
graphic and blue printing work, with an extra long enclosed arc, 
up to65 mm. with 160 volts between the carbone. 

. Aneat electromobile instrument, consisting of a moving coil dead- 
beat “precision” ammeter and voltmeter fixed in an aluminium 
case, was of interest ; the ammeter scale has a reverse reading to 
indicate the current returned to the battery in descending hills. A 
new spherical motor in a nickel-plated case mounted in gimbals and 
free to move in all directions, with a flexible steel shaft, was shown ; 
this is intended for the use of engravers. Judging by the numerous 
visitors, these periodical receptions are highly appreciated. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. — Under the failure of 
Ferdinand Fanta, electrical and consulting ‘engineer, 4 and 5, 
Warwick Oourt, High Holborn, the first meeting of creditors was 
beld at the London Bankruptcy Court last Friday before Mr. 
Bowyer, Assistant Official Receiver. The debtor states that he 
failed in April, 1895, with liabilities £1,330. but the creditors 
received 20s. in the £ on the amount of their claims, together with 
4 per cent. interest. Since then he has carried on business first at 
97, Queen Victoria Street, next in Ironmonger Lane, and latterly at 
Warwick Court. His capital on restarting was £1,300, the balance 
dae to him after payment of the debts under the previous failure. 
In May, 1902, he assigned the lease, goodwill, oftice furniture and 
effects to Mr. P. E. Butter, who agreed to pay him £50 per month 
for six months and to employ him as engineer in respect of the 
business. The debtor adds that up to May last he was employed as 
engineer aud manager by the Electric Glow Lamp Co., and the 
Electric Lamp Regenerating Co. He bas furnished accounts 
showing total liabilities £5,109, of which £2,709 are expected to 
rank for dividend against assete, consisting of shares valued at 
£4 566. The failure is ascribed to loss on certain sbares which the 
debtor accepted in payment for patents and to the exorbitant rates 
of interest charged him on borrowed money. A resolution was 
passed for Mr. F. E. Wright (Wright & Wiltehire, accountanta) to 
act as trustee and wind up the estate in bankruptcy witb a com- 
mittee of inspection. The debtor was directed to attend the Court 
on November 12th for public examination, and a res lution was 
passed for the trustee to find security in a bond for £4,500. Mr. 
J. J. Chapman attended the meeting on the debtor's behalf. 


Liquidation.—A final meeting of the British Blahnik 
Ar» Light Co. is to be held on November 19th, at 57, Moorgate 
Street, E.C., to hear an account of the winding-up from Mr. W. H. 
Chantry, liquidator. 


Trafford Park.—An interesting map has been issued by 
the Trafford Park Estates, Ltd., showing the excellent situation and 
greatgextent of this important manufacturing district, where elec- 
trical manufactories owned by the Westinghouse and half a dozen 
other electrical companies have risen during the past few years. 
The location of these and the many other works whose address is 
now Trafford Park is indicated. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. R. W. BLACKWELL 
& Co., Lrp, have just issued from the press a fine new catalogue 
devoted to that well-known device, the “I.T.E.” circuit-breaker. A 
very wide range is covered, and we understand, though our patience 
would not extend to checking it, that there are in all about 1,400 
individual types of instrument listed ; but, even beyond that, there 
is practically no limit to the suggested combinations that сап be 
made up from the catalogue. After 10 years of usefal service on 
the market all the world over, the I.T.E. needs no introduction, 
but in this catalogue, with its large photographic half-tone pictures, 
and its numerous good-sized diagrams of dimensions and connections 
for the protection of alternating and continuous current, Messrs. 
Blackwell show their intention to keep the device right before the 
eyes of electrical engineers. . 

The ErzoTBRICAL Oo, Lro., of 122—124, Oharing Cross Road, 
W.C., has issued a new pamphlet on the Nernst lamp, containing 


full particulars relating to the various types now on the market. 


These include, besides the A and B types, the Luns, Candle and 
Projector lamps. Complete data of current, candle-power, and 
efficiency at various voltages are given for the different patterns, 
and examples of installations and fittings using Nernst lamps are 
illustrated ; it is interesting to note that the clock faces in the Clock. 
Tower (the home of “Big Ben”) are lighted with these. We 
understand that the Luna Nernst lamp has attained wide popularity, 
and that alternating current burners for this type will be on the 
market in a few weeks. | 


New Winding for Induction Coils.—An entirely new 
and ingenious system of winding the secondaries of induction coils 
and transformers has been devised by Mr. Leslie Miller, of 93, 
Hatton Garden, E.C. According to this device, the secondaries of 
coils to give from 10-in. to 18-in. sparks are made in from 700 to 
1,200 separate single wire sections, with a disc of paper between, 
continued from one to the other without any joint in the wire or 
break in the paper. This new method of winding will be readily 
understood from the accompanying figure. For the sake of clear- 
ness, this shows the sections separated from one another by a wide 
distance, instead of being actually wound on the top of one another 
and afterwards strongly compressed together. The winding com- 
mences at А on the paper disc shown black, and is continued to B 
and back to c without any break, and then (on a paper disc 
previously threaded on the wire) to р, and so on, till the source of 
wire comes toanend. A joint is then made, on the outside only, 
and the winding continued. 

It is evident that this method of winding is in accordance with 
theory, and the increased efficiency of coils so constructed fully 
confirms this. It bas the following advantages :— | 

1. An internal breakdown, owing to wires coming together 
between which a high potential difference exists, cannot possibly 
occur. There is a safety margin of 500 per cent. or more in the 


NEW WINDING FOR INDUCTION COILS. 


paper discs, and the separate turns of wire, not being actually wound 
on the top of one another, can eveu be bare metal, although, for 
convenience, they are silk covered. The whole insulation of the 
secondary winding is very high. 

2. The secondary winding can be compressed to any extent. This 
probably stops internal brush discharge, and largely accounts for the 
increased efficiency. 

3. Low ohmic resistance of secondary. This makes the new 
coils specially suitable for charging Leyden jar coudensers, such 
as are used in wireless telegraphy and medical high frequency 
apparatus 

4. The coils will stand any climate. It is impossible for the wires 
to shift after the sections have been compressed. 

The superiority of coils constructed in this way over the best of 
the old section-wound type has been clearly demonstrated. A 
12-in. coil worked with 24 volts and an ordinary mercury break will 
fully light up five or six X-ray tubes at once, connected in parallel. 
By a slight modification of the winding machine, it can be used to 
wind non-inductive resistances, &c. 

We recently had the pleasure of inspecting the process, which is 
carried out by means of a very simple machine, wbich winds the 
wire in a flat spiral without in any way injuring it or the insulating 
covering. We were also entertained with a variety of extremely 
interesting demonstrations of high frequency discharges, X-rays, 
ultra-violet ligbt, &c., by the enthusiastic inventor, and we can 
heartily recommend a visit to his workshop as a means of passing a 
pleasant half-hour. 
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Trade Announcements.— Messrs. W. T. Henley’s Tele- 
graph Works Co. have removed their offices from 27, Martin's Lane, 
Cannon Street, E.C., to Blomfield Street, London Wall, E.C. 

The Klein Engineering Co., Ltd., Manchester (condensing and 
water cooling specialists), have added another new branch to their 

eneral engineering business, they having made arrangements with 
itr. Charles Ingrey, of London, for the sole right for the manufac- 
ture and sale of his patent automatic weighing and recording 
machinery. The apparatus is not a measuring device, but weighs 
and records the actual weight of the materials it deals with, and is 
so constructed that materials ау be delivered to it by means of a 
crane, skip, or grab, travelling belt, conveyor, &c.; it is adapted for 
dealing with coal, coke, metals, ores, cement, grain, &c., in quantities 
from 10 to 200 tons per hour, and may be utilised for delivery of 
coal to boilers from overhead bunkers, loading and unloading boats, 
&c., and is specially adapted for weighing and recording the exact 
weight of coal in each tub at collieries at the rate of five per minute. 
A small leaflet has been placed in circulation, giving explanatory 
illustrations of the Ingrey system. f 


Screw and Wire Gauges.—A table of screw and wire 
gauges, compiled by Colonel А. H. Bagnold, R.E., has been issued 
by the Model Engineer. The data include Stubs’s steel wire gauge, 
Morse twist drill gauge, the Imperial standard, Stubs’s iron wire, 
the Brown & Sharpe wire gauges, and the wood screw gauge. 
Pitches and outside diameters of screws, tapping sizes, &c., are given, 
with the equivalent dimensions in incbes and millimetres. The 
table should prove a useful one for reference; it can be obtained 
from the Model Enginecr, 35—39, Temple House, Tallis Street, E.C. 


Auction Sale.— Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co. 
are to offer for sale by auction as a going concern, at the Albion 
Hotel, Manchester, the works premises, comprising 4,105 sq. yds. 
leasehold land and buildings erected thereon and all the stores, 
machinery, &c., of Messrs. Heaton & Smith, Ltd., in liquidation. 
The date of the sale of the Pandon Dene electricity works is also 
announced among our advertisements to-day. 


Sports.—The first sports meeting of the Veritas Athletic 
and Social Club (Falk, Stadelmann & Co.) was held at the Tee-To- 
Tum Grounds, Stamford Hill, last Saturday. A part of the pro- 
gramme had to be postponed, including the jumping contests and a 
five-lap relay race, owing to the early darkness. 


Site for New Works.—Property (8 acres) at Kilburn, 
suitable for the erection of manufacturing premises, or an electric 
power station, is to be let or sold by Messrs. Farebrother, Ellis and 
Со. See our advertisements to-day. 


Books Received.—“ Fire Tests with Partitions,” No. 74; 
" Fire Tests with Floors" No. 78. London: The British Fire 
Prevention Committee, 1903. 2s. 6d. each. 

“ Mademoiselle Telephone,” by Paul Voncet. 
des Postes, 1903. 1.50 fr. 

* Scienoe Abstracts," A and B, No. 69, September 25th. London: 
E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd. 1s. 6d. each net. 


South African Tramways. —.Among large orders 
recently booked by Messrs. R. W. Blackwell & Co., Ltd., may 
be mentioned that for the whole of the overhead equipment for 
tramway extensions for the Municipality of East London, South 
Africa, and a similar order for the Corporation of the city of Pieter- 
maritzburg for their new municipal tramway system. 


Troyes : Journal 


Manchester.— Messrs. Royce, Ltd., have received the 
contract for lighting the premises of Messrs. I. J. & G. Cooper, Dale 
Street, Manchester. The installation will consist of 1,139 incan- 
descent lights and 12 arc lamps. Messrs. Lacey & Sillar are the 
consulting engineers. 


Canadian Patent Law.—Messrs. Rayner & Co., patent 
agents, of 37, Chancery Lane, W.C., write:—" We think many of 
your readers may be interested in knowing that great changes 
have just been made in the Patent Law of Canada which 
affect many people in this country. A large number of 
Canadian patents were invalidated a short time ago by legal 
decisions which stated that patents which had not been practically 
worked within the specified time, or of which a ceriesponding 
foreign patent had lapsed, were void. A new Act Las just been 
passed revalidating these patents under certain conditions, and 
providing for the future that a Canad; n patent should not expire 
merely on account of the lapsing of a foreign patent, and also 
giving an alternative to working by rendering the patent subject to 
а compulsory granting of licenses, Both these alterations are of 
immense benefit to patentees, for whom the former arrangement 
formed a great grievance. We shall be pleased to furnish any 
further information to persons interested." 


Appleyard Conductometer.— In our article last week 
describing this instrument, we omitted to say that the Conducto- 
meter is patented, and that it is made by the I.-R., G.-P. and Tele- 
graph Works Co., Ltd., Silvertown. It is supplied in two patterns: 
& factory pattern for wire and cable manufacturers, and a portablc 
р: tt rn intended for inspectors. 


Rugby.—It is reported that Messrs. Willans and 
Robinson, Ltd., are taking up the;manufacture of petrol motors for 
motor-cars. | 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER МОТЕВ. 


Addis-Abeba (Abyssinia),— According to news re- 
ceived, the Negus having decided to have his palace lighted by 
electricity, has 300 men employed in carrying out the work. 


Austria.—An Austrian contemporary states that an 
electric power plant will shortly be installed on the Salza River. 
Three transmission lines and 14 sub-stations are to beerected. The 
capacity of the plant is to be about 73,000 H.P. 


Barton.— After a year's working, the electric light plant 
at the workhouse has been found to have effected a saving in tbe 
lighting bill, to the extent of about £40. In consequence the Board 
of Guardians has decided to have the electric light installed in the 
old infirmary. 


Bootle.—The L. G. B. has sanctioned the borrowing of 
£38,750 by the T.C. for E.L. purposes. 

Caerphilly.—The U.D.C. has appointed Mr. A. H. 
Preece, of Messrs. Preece & (C'ardew, Westminster, at a fee of 50 


guineas, to advise the Council on an electric lighting scheme for 
the town. 


Cannock.— The U.. C. has sealed a contract with: 


Messrs. Whittaker Bros., for electric lighting in the town. 


Cottesloe, West Australia. — An electric lighting 
scheme has been carried out inthis township, which is 74 miles from 
Perth, and is practically a suburb of that city. Parliamentary 
powers were owned by a syndicate, which failed, however, to put 
them into force. Two months before their threatened expiry, Messrs. 
Splatt, Wall & Co., of Perth, purchased the rights, erected four miles 
of mains, and commenced a supply within the specified period. The 
plant consiste of two B. & W. boilers, a Mather & Platt steam 


dynamo, a Sturtevant set, and a Chloride storage battery. 


Street lighting is in operation with glow lamps, on a system 
patented by Mr. L. J. B. Wall, whereby the lamps are automatically 
extinguished at midnight. The mains now comprise 40 miles of 
cable, and over 80 private houses are supplied, in addition to busi- 
ness establishmente. Energy is supplied at 11d. per unit, a very low 
rate under the conditions. 


Coventry.—The L.G.B. has held an inquiry into the 
application of the City Council for permiesion to borrow £5,000 
for the purchase of electric motors for hiring purposes. Details 
were given by the electrical engineer, who showed that the result of 
an expenditure of £2,000 last year had been to increase the energy 
sold from 77,000 units in the quarter ending June 30th, 1902, to 
139,000 units in the corresponding quarter of 1903, and to decrease 
the cost of production by not less than 37 per cent., and since the 
reduction of the tariff for power purposes he had obtained orders 
for motors of a total H.P. of 99. The loan of £5,000 would enable 
the Corporation to purchase motors of a total H.P. of 1,200, and it 
was probable that this would be all that was required, as when the 
manufacturers began to find out the many advantages of electric 
power, they would purchase their own motors rather than hire them. 
The £5,000 would be expended in three years. The time of repay- 
ment sought for the loan is 15 years. 


Dalmatia.—A large central electric power station is 
approaching completion near Scardona, Dalmatia. It has been 
established by La Società per l'Illluminazione delle Forze Idrau- 
liche, in Dalmazia, to utilise the water power of the River Kerka. 
It is estimated that 5,000 H. p. ie available. 


Dutch Guiana.— The Governor of Paramaribo is autho- 
rised to raise a loan of 300,000 fl. for lighting the city by electricity. 


Gravesend.—An electrical exhibition has been held at 
the Town Hall, and it remained open for a week. The borough 
electrical engineer (Mr. C. F. McInnes) first made the suggestion 
that such an exhibition should be held, and the Town Council pro- 
moted the idea with great energy. 

The T.C. has received from the L.G.B. sanction to borrow £9,102 
for electricity supply purposes. 


Haydock.—The U.D.C. has appointed a committee to 
consider the advieability of applying for a prov. order for E.L. 


Hereford.—At a meeting of the T.C., the Electric 
Lighting Committee was empowered to apply for a further loan of 
£1,500 for electric light extensions. 


Herefordshire.—The L.G.B. has granted permission for 
the County Council to raise а loan of £2,150 for E. L. purposes at 
Binghill Asylum. 


Heysham.—The L.C. has unanimously decided to apply 
for a prov. order for electric lighting in view of the expected deve- 
lopment of the district. 


Italy.—Application has been made on bebalf of the 
municipal authorities of Briga Marittima for a concession to put 
down plant to utilise the water power of the River Levenza, near 
Madonna, for the generation of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes. 


London.—Isuincrox.—The Lighting Committee of the 
B.C. in a report stated that the clectrical engineer bad impreseed 
upon them the importance of encouraging a demand for electricity 
during the hours of daylight. To obtain a motor load it was 
essential that the present charges should be modified, and the mains 
extended to the manufacturing areas at the following estimated 
cost :—High tension feeder from works to end of Brewery Koad at 
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Caledonian Road, £409; mains, including feeder and distributor in 
Brewery Road, £895; low tension distributor, York Road, for Belle 
Isle district, £301 ; high tension jointing and connections to switch- 
board, &c., and panel for high tension feeder, £50; services and 
service boxes for 20 power consumers, £245—total, £1,900. The 
Committee recommends : —“ (a) That to encourage an increased day 
load the uniform flat rate of 2d. per unit be modified for. all elec- 
tricity for power purposes consumed between the hours of mid- 
night and 6 p.m. by the adoption of the following sliding scale:— 
For all units up to 2,000 per annum, 2d. ; from 2,000 to 20,000 units 
per annum, 144. per unit; from 20,000 units per annum, 14d. per 
unit. (5) That application be made to the London County Council 


for sanction to borrow £1,900 for the purposes set out by the elec- | 


trical engineer. 

Вт. Pancras.—The B.C. has decided to apply to the L.C.C. for 
sanction to borrow £34,343 for the purpose of arc lighting exten- 
sions, which the Electricity Committee will effect as speedily as 
possible. 


Macclestield. — The Corporation at the last meeting 
decided that a municipal electric scheme should be proceeded with 
forthwith, and that instructions be given to the Electricity Com- 
mittee to take the necessary steps. 


Maidenhead.—The T.C. at the last meeting agreed 
to supply the Thames Valley Launch Co. with energy through a 
transformer to be placed near Boulter’s Lock at a cost of £500. The 
company will pay interest on that sum at the rate of £10 7s. per 
cent., and will take a minimum supply of 6,000 units per annum 
at 3d. per unit. It was reported that the cost of production per 
unit had been reduced since January from 2:474. to 2:21d., and that, 
notwithstanding the reduction in price to private consumers to 5d. 
per unit, the undertaking was now being worked at a small profit. 


Manchester.—The clectricity engineer to the Man- 
chester Corporation, Mr. G. F. Metzger. has resigned his position. 
Differences appear to have arisen between the Electricity Com- 
mittee and Mr. Metzzer as to the terms of his engagement, and the 
matter was discussed at a meeting of the Committee last week. 
The meeting was a private one. An official account of the pro- 
ceedings furnished by the chairman merely states the fact that, 
after discussion, Mr. Metzger tendered his resignation, which was 
accepted. It is an open secret, however, that the discussion 
occupied a couple of hours, and was of an animated description, 
Mr. Metzger complaining that advice given by him in a con- 
sultative capacity to another corporation—that of Burslem—had 
been construed wrongfully into a breach of his agreement. A 
resolution was passed by a majority of 17 to 3 that the matter should 
bz dropped, but owing to subsequent action on the part of tho 
deputy-chairman, Mr. Metzger placed his resignation on the table, 
and left the meeting. The matter is dealt with in our leading 
columns. 


Middlesbrough.—4At a meeting of the E.L. Committee, 
the electrical engineer was instructed to prepare specitications for 
extending the plant at the electric lighting station. The engineer 
called attention to an advertisement in the Corporation exhibition 
catalogue stating that the cost of electricity was aeven times greater 
than gas. He thought the Gas Committee should withdraw that state- 
ment from the advertisement, for it was manifestly an unfair attempt 
to check the progress of electricity. 


New Quay.—The Southern District Electricity Corpora- 
tion has written giving the terms on which it intended to apply 
to the Board of Trade fora provisional order, and askiug the Council 
to sssent to them. It proposed forming a local company for 
constructing and running the works, the shares of such company to 
be offered for public subscription, preference being given in allot- 
ment to applicants in the neighbourhood, and all necessary capital 
not subscribed by the public being provided by the Corporation. 
The charges to be made by the company are as under:—To the 
Council for lighting 4d. per unit, for power 23d. ; to ordinary con- 
sumers for lighting Gd., for power 3d. An alternative on the maxi- 
mum demand system would be—to the Council for lighting 7d. per 
unit for the first 100 hours per quarter of maximum demand and 3d. 
after, and 4d. and 2d. respectively for power; to ordinary con- 
sumers for lighting 7d. and 4d., and for power 4d. and 23d. The 
Council would have the right to purchase on certain terms. The 
Council favoured the application, but gave no definite decision. 


Ormesby.—The E.L. Committee of the U.D.C. has 
received from the Redcar Council a request that the former should 
join it in engaging an electrical expert on the question of elec- 
trical lighting. The Committee suggested that the South Bank 
Council ghould be invited to join in as well, and agreed that the fee 
of the expert should be limited to. 50 guineas. The Council 
accepted the Committee's recommendations. 


St. Albans.—Mr. E. Macgregor Duncan, the Council's 
expert, has reported favourably on the proposal of the North Metro- 
politan Power Co., whose average price will not exceed 42d. per 
unit. 


Spain.—Application has been made for a concession to 
put down a plant to utilise the water power of the Hiver Mijare 
at Montanejos (Castellon) in the generation of electrical energy. 


Spalding.—At a meeting of the Urban Council the 
question of electric lighting was discussed. It transpired that a 
private company were applying for a prov. order to provide elec- 
tricity, and it was also reported that the Council was advised it 
could not successfully resist the application unless it applied for 
a prov.; order itself. The Council, however, as the owner of 
the gasworks, did not wish to do this, and eventually tbe whole 
matter was referred to the Gas Committee. 


r 


Staffordshire.—At the annual meeting of the South 
Staffordshire Mines Drainage Commissioners last week, the chair- 
man (Colonel Cochrane) intimated that four electrically-driven 
pumps are now at work for pumping purposes, and that ultimately 
30 of that class of pump will be in operation. He also stated that 
the Commissioners had spent on the electrical pumping scheme, 
£11,000. 


Stretford.—At the last meeting of the D.C., Mr. T. N. 
Miller was appointed consulting engineer in connection with the 
electricity scheme, in place of Mr. C. H. Wordingham. The 
appointment is for three years. 

The rate for the supply of electricity to churches, chapels and 
Sunday schools, was fixed at 44d. per Board of Trade unit. 

The new Stretford electricity station at Longford Bridge, was 
experimentally running during the week. 


Torquay.— Yesterday, at a meeting of the T.C., the 
Electric Lighting Committee recommended that the matter of the 
erection of the new generating station, at an estimated cost of 
£17,000, should be proceeded with in accordance with the previous 
decisions of the Committee. 


Vienna. — The LElektrotechnische Zeitschrift gives a 
description of the new Vienna municipal electric power stations. 
Two distinct stations are to be constructed, one for the working of the 
tramways, the other for lighting purposes. They are constructed in 
close proximity to the Danube Canal. The two stations may be 
worked in parallel. Each of them supplies alternating current at 
5,500 volts, which for tramway purposes will be converted into 
direct current at 500 volts. 


Waketield.—An electric light installation has been in- 
augurated at the Wakefield Workhouse. When the new infirmary 
was built a few years ago it was fitted throughout with the electric 
light. A short time ago it was found that the gas mains and fittings 
in connection with the workhouse proper were worn out, and it was 
decided to extend the electric lighting throughout the premises and 
grounds. There are now about 900 lighte, and the total cost of the 
latest additions amounts to £1,808 15s. 9d. 


West Australia.—The report of the Kalgoorlie Electric 
Power and Lighting Corporation, Ltd., for 1902, states that despite 
the fact that only a few consumers were connccted prior to 
December 31st, the difference between гесеїрїв and expenditure in 
Western Australia for the whole year is a dcbit of only £682. The 
units sold in October, 1902, were 62,000, while in July last 153,745 
units were sold. From the many applications and inquiries received 
from probable consumers, it is expected the plant will be fully loaded 
within a few months. 


West Bromwich.—The T.C. has made application to 
the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £12,217 for electric lighting 
purposes. 

Whitby.—At the monthly meeting of the I. D.C., the 
Highways and Sanitary Committee recommended the Council to 
utilise electric power for the working of the pumps in connection 
with the sewage outfall works. 
approved by a large majority. It was unanimously decided to 
apply to the L G.B. for sanction to the raising of a further 
electric lighting loan of £5,000 for the extension of cables and 
additional plant. 


Wolverhampton. — The Lighting Committee of the 
T.C. recommends a system of free wiring of houses ata rental of 
from £40 to £65 per annum. It is considered that the adoption of 
the scheme will lead to a very large increase in the consumption of 
electricity. It is estimated that in each case the capital outlay will 
be £26, and the annual revenue £9 3s. 4d., or 36 per cent. on the 
capital outlay. A loan of £1,000 tis to be applied for for the 
scheme. 


Worcester.—The T.C. has decided to charge in future 
24d. per unit for the first hour's daily use of the maximum demand 
for power, and 1d. beyond. id 


Wrotham.—The Wrotham Electric Power Syndicate has 
informed the U.D.C. that it intends to apply for a prov. order for 
E.L. The Council generally favours the proposal, but the question 
of supporting the application is deferred for further information to 
be obtained. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Ashton - under- Lyne. — The Corporation tramway 
system, for which a sum of £100,000 was borrowed, has lately 
received the finishing touches. £50,000 was required for the 
Hurst route and car-shed, and £50,000 for the reconstruction and 
electrification of the old Manchester Carriage Co.'s line from the 
Snipe Inn (the terminus of the Manchester Corporation electric 
tramways) to the Stalybridge bouudary ; but considerable balances 
of the two loans remain unspent. Manchester undertook the laying 
of the track on the Manchester road section of the Ashton scheme at 
a cost equal to actual expenditure with 10 per cent. added. This 
contract has just been completed. The Ashton Corporation lines 
directly tap à population of over 100,000 in Stalybridge, Ashton, 
Dukinfield and Hurst. The route joins the Manchester 
tramway system at the terminus of the Ashton old road and new 
road routes. 


The recommendation was 


* 
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Blackburn.—The Corporation on 7th inst. open a n w 
electric tramway line from Witton to Cherry Tree, which will carry 
passengers into the country between Blackburn and Preston. 


Bournenmouth.—On October 6th the Tramway Com- 
mittee presented a report by Mr. C. Barber, traffic manager, on the 
financial working of the tramways to the end of July, being the 
first twelve months’ running from the commencement of traffic, 
During this period the total working expenses had amounted to 
£17.336, equivalent to 6°58d. per car-mile run, this sum being 
exclusive of income-tax and repayment of loan and interest. The 
receipts from traffic amounted to £34,232, equivalent to 13 00d. per 
car-mile, while receipts from other sources brought the total up to 
435, 096 10s. 11d., equivalent to 13:33d. per car-mile. The balance, 
£17,760, equivalent to 6°75d. per car-mile, remained to meet income- 
tax, repayment of loan and interest thereon, and to be set aside as 
reserve and depreciation fund, or for such other purpose as might 
be decided upon. The above working expenses were equivalent to 
about 49°39 per cent. of the income This was a very low figure, 
whicb he (Mr. Barber) waa afraid would not be touched again, since 
renewals had in some cases been carried out at the contractors’ 
expense. The total number of passengers carried bad been 
5,069,418, the average receipts per passenger being 137d, and tbe 
total number of car-milesrun had been 631885. Не was pleased to 
report & freedom from serious accidents. The total number of 
accidents of all kinds amounted to 239, being made up of 145 
collisions with other vehicles, 81 accidents to persons, and 13 
miscellaneous. This meant that for 2,044 car-miles one accident 
had occurred, while for each 1,000,000 passengers 13 persons 
had met with accidente, many of which were of a very trifling 
nature. Alderman Lawson (chairman of the Tramways Committee) 
said that the gross profit for the year ended July 22nd, 1903, was 
£17,760. Deducting interest and sinking fund, there was & net 
profit of £7,965 available for the Council to deal with by applying 
it to reserve fund, depreciation fund, or any other purpose. 

The Corporation bas resolved to promote а Bill authorising trem- 
ways in Pokesdown, Southborne and Christchurch. "Tbe cost of the 
scheme is put down as from £40,000 to £50,000. "A 

Cheltenham.—The T.C. last week discussed the pro- 
posed tramway extensions to Charlton Kings and Leckhampton. 
Mr. Nevins, chairman of tne Light Railway Co., agreed to some of 
the conditions laid down by the committee, and intimated that the 
extensions would be put in hand within less than 60 days, and that 
he expected to have all the lines completed by May 1st. The plans 
for the extension were prepared by Messrs. Dodd & Dodd, civil 
engineers, Birmingham. 


East Ham.—The U.D.C. are applying to the Board of 
Trade for sanction to borrow £300 to alter overhead wires, and 
£2,700 to purchase five electric tramcars. 


Eccles,— The T.C. has authorised the Tramways Com- 
mittee of Salford to proceed with the construction of lines from 
New Lane to Worsley Road, Winton, and thence along Parrin 
Lane, on condition that no charge is to be made in respect of 


principal and interest until the completion of the Monton new 
bridge. 


Jehnstone.—Operations are to be commenced next 
month for the construction of the line at Johnstone, the preliminary 
arrangements being sufficiently well advanced to allow of a start 
being made in that time. Promise is made that the line will be 
opened about the end of May next, or in June. 


hirkcaldy.— The Town Council has resolved to purchase 
seven additional tramcars, to extend the car-sheds, and to purchase 
another 500-B.P. dynamo at a cost of £9,500. 


Loudon.—2At Tuerday’s I. C. C. meeting Mr. J. W. Benn 
eaid that tbe average earnings of the electric trams had so far proved 
to be 13°47d. per car-mile, apainst 10°43d. per car of the horse trams. 


The estimate upon which they went to work, he said, was 1s. per 
car-mile. 


Manchester.—The City Council agreed last week to 
pay to the Carriage and Tramways Co. a sum of £197,000 
in respect of the purchase of their undertaking in the City, and 
also, on the recommendation of the Electricity Committee, to pro- 
mote a separate Bill in Parliament in the session of 1904, to autho- 
rise the construction of additional lines and other necessary worka. 
The chairman of the Committee informed the Council that. niany 
matters relating to the local tramways would have to be dealt with 
next year. Certain lines must be laid, includiug those round the 
intirmary building, rendered necessary by the tratfic in the centre of 
the city, and also in connection with extensions in the Bradford 
Road, Middleton Road, and Rochdale Road districts. These inte- 
rest the city only; others affect the district authorities of Bale, 
Altrincham and Withington, and it will be necessary to deal with 
them in a special Dill, An agreement, has to be settled with the 
Corporation of Asbton, while, by the arrangement already concluded 
with Sale, additional liuks have to be formed in that district. It 
is further proposed to construct lines in the Altrincham district, and 
negotiations, Mr. Boyle said, have been opened for a line from 
Middleton to Heywood. For блозе parposes, as well аз the widen- 
ing of roads ask :d for iu Withington, and for the supply of eleziric 
current ou the Southora tram vays, beyoud S tretford, it is necessary 
to obtain Parliam zntary powers, 15 is intended taat the Electricity 


probably undergo electrification in the near future. 


Committee should co-operate with the Tramways Committee in the 
promotion of tbe separate Bill. The gross tramway receipts in 
Manchester continue satisfactory. In the last week of September 
they amounted to £12,136, and the number of passengers carried 
was nearly 24 millions. 

The Manchester Corporation has received an intimation from the 
promoters of the West Manchester Light Railway Order that they 
do not intend to proceed with the clauses relating to the construc- 
tion of a line from Trafford Park to Irlam, and clauses providing 
for running powers over the Manchester tramways. There is no 
intention apparently to delete from the order the power which is 
sought to connect the proposed railway with the Manchester 


Southern Tramways in Barton Road, at the junction of King Street, 


Stretford. As the Corporation may become lessees, and possibly 
owners, of such tramways, a sub-committee which has been 
inquiring into the matter has recommended that steps be taken to 
safeguard Corporation interests. 

The Manchester South Junction and Altrincham Railway will 
It has already 
to face the competition of the Manchester Corporation tramways as 
far as Stretford, and the further extensions of the tramways system 
which are contemplated in the Altrincham direction threaten still 
keener competition. In these circumstances the South Junction 
directors, as in the case of other railways, are awakening to the 
necessity of meeting the tramway competition by what appears to 
be the most effective method. They have not yet gone so far as 
to decide definitely upon the electrification of their system, but 
there ie official authority for saying that the proposal is under con- 
sideration, and that inquiries bave been set on foot by them with 
regard to the probable cost. 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.— The Tramways Committee on 
8th inst., considered & report from the city engineer as to the pro- 
posed widening of Benton Bridge at Jesmond, in order to permit a 
double line of rails to be laid over the bridge as is proposed in the 
latest extension scheme. He now reported that he was of opinion 
that the widening could not be carried out without the con- 
struction of an additional bridge; the present bridge was not of 
sufficient stability to carry two lines of tram rails. He suggested 
that a line of rails might be laid on the low road. The approximate 
cost of the works was stated to Ъз: — Еог a single line, £3,740 ; 
double line, £4,180; new bridge for tram traffic alone, possibly 
£40,000; douvle line on the low road, £9,000. The Committee 
decided to make a survey of the place, to see what eteps were 
regarded as best to be taken. ; 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—The foundations were originally laid 
at Ultimo for six reciprocating vertical engines and generators. 
Three were installed, and these have been in use for a considerable 
time. Tbe Railway Commissioners have had under consideration 
the question of installing the remaining three, and the Sydacy 
Daily Telegraph says that, while discussing the matter, the 
advisab.lity uf adopting the turbine system of generator 
came under notice. There was a difference of opinicn among 
the commissioners as to the form of engine which would be 
the most advantageous in actual operation— whether tbe re- 
ciprocating, as at present in use, or the turbine type. ‘ Mr. Oliver, 
it is understood, advocated the former, while the other two com- 
missioners favoured the latter type. In Mr. Oliver's view satis- 
factory demonstrations nad not yet been given of the efficiency of 
the turbine system to warrant its adoption in such an important 
undertaking, while the reciprocating engine had been (оппа to 
operate satisfactorily. In order also to instal the turbine system at 
Ultimo in conjunction with the present alternating plant, great 
additional cost would be incurred. The matter, it appeare, came 
before Ministers, and as a result it has been decided to call for tendera 
for either type. These tenders were to close on September 12th. 
As far as can be gathered, this was the only way out of tbe dead- 
lock which had arisea through the different views held by tbe 
commissioners a3 to the merits of the two systems.” 


Wolverhampton.—The report quoted from on page 
641 was debated for several hours on Monday. Alderman Mander, 
chairman of the Tramways Committee, moved the adoption of the 
report aud the recommendations contained therein, and this was 
Beconded by Alderman Craddock, deputy cbairman. Councillor 
White moved as an amendment—'' Inasmuch as this Council is of 
opinion that direct through commutication is absolutely necessary 
in the trading interests of the borough, the report of the Tramway 
Committee be referred back to them in order that such coumunica- 
tion shall be duly provided for." Councillor Bantock seconded in a 
vigorous speecb. On a division, there voted for the amendment 
10 members, and 28 against. Several members declined tə vote. 
Subsequently Alderman Gibbons moved a further amendment, as 
follows:—" That the routes on the Willenhall Rond aud Dudley 
Кова be equipped on the overhead system with the view of inter- 
communication being established on those lines by arrangement 
with the B. E. T. This ameudmeut is clearly put forth ou the under- 
standing that the Council enter into no arraugement for leasing 
the tramlines to auy person or company.’ Couucillor White 
seconded this amendment, which, on being put to the meeting, was 
lost, 8 only voting for the amendment aud 25 against. Again 
8.veral members of the Council did not vote. Toe osigiual resolu- 
tion as proposed by Alderman Mander, was then carried, вә tLat. 
Wolverhampton ig now to be equipped throughout with the Lorain 
surface contact system of electric traction, and thus nay be 
isolated from the outlying districts. Wolverhampton, iu short, 
cannot nev develop or expand; it must for ever remain a little 
place. i 

(Continued on page 627.) 
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ELECTRIC PUMPING PLANT AT DORTMUND. 


Охе of the most important functions fulfilled by electricity 
in mining is that of operating pumps to drain the mines of 
water; for this purpose electrically-driven pumps аге 
i finitely superior to steam, hydraulic or pneumatic pumps 
as regards economy in capital and working costs, convenience 


direct a three-phase fly-wheel magnet alternator with 30 
poles, generating current at 2,000 volte, 22:5 cycles per 
second. The fly-wheel is 4,800 mm. in diameter, and weighs 
17 tons. 

The exciter is driven by a separate vertical steam engine, 
this method being preferred to that of direct coupling to the 
alternator shaft. 


VIBW OF GENERATING PLANT. 


and reliability. An installation of this kind has recently 


been put down by the Oerlikon Co. for the Hésch Steel 
Works at Dortmund, in the Kaiserstuhl II. pit. Previously 
this pit was equipped with a hydraulic pump capable of 
raising 4 cb. m. per minute from a depth of 300 m. The 
inflow of water was then 1 cb. m. per minute, but the great 
extension of the workings necessitated а corresponding 
increase in the pumping capacity, and this led to the 
adoption of electricity as the motive power. 
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Pian oF Pump Room. 


The generating station contains both water-tube and fire- 
tube boilers, the latter being the last installed ; these are 
fired partly with blast-furnace gas and partly with coal. 
There are two steam engines, the larger of which gives out 
840 H.P. at 90 r.p.m.; this is a horizontal tandem com- 
pound engine, with cylinders. 680 and 1,050 mm. in 
diameter, and a stroke of 1,200 mm. The engine drives 


Besides the pump motor, there are various machine tools, 
elevators, &c., driven by the current from this generator. 
The efficiency of the machine at fullload is 94 per cent., 
and at balf load it is very little lesa. 

The smaller engine is rated at 150 H.P., and runs at 105 
r.p.m. ; this also is a tandem compound, and has cylinders 
878 and 580 mm. in diameter, stroke 700 mm. It drives 
by belt a three-phase generator at 387 r.p.m. 

The power is transmitted to the motor in the nit by 
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ÉLEvATION OF MOTOR AND PUMP. 


means of a specially-made cable, consisting of stranded 
copper wires insulated with vulcanised rubber cloth, 
impregnated with a special composition. Three cores thus 
insulated are laid up together, bound with jute, and sheathed 
in lead, which in turn is wound with prepared jate and 
armoured with steel wires, followed by an, outer layer 
of jate. 
Р 
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The pump-room is 5°7 m. high, and has a floor area of 
70 sq. m.; the roof consista of arches carried on iron 
girders. 

The pump was supplied by the firm of C. Hoppe, of Berlin, 
and is designed to raise 5 cb. m. per minute to a height of 
400 m., at 78 r.p.m. lt is of the three-throw type, with 
pistons 225 mm. in diameter and a stroke of 600 mm. The 
clearance spaces are reduced to-a! minimum, and the air 
reservoirs are 
mounted close to 
the valve chambers. 
A bye-pase is pro- 
vided to regulate 
the load on the 
pump; and a cen- 
tral lubricating 
system is fitted to 
supply all moving 
parte with oil. The 
efficiency of the 
pump when tested, 
including the losses 
in the delivery pipe, 
is stated to be about 
88 per cent. 

The motor, which 
is of the three-phase 
induction type, and 
ia coupled direct to 
the pump, has я 
normal output of 
570 H.P, eb 78 
r.p.m., and a starting torque 20 per cent. greater than the 
normal torque with full load current. The moment of inertia 
of the rotor is made great in order to provide against 
the uneven torque required for driving the pumps, and for 
the same reason {һе slip is greater than usual. -The diffi- 
culty met with in designing induction motors to have high 
starting torque while running at very low speeds is largely 
due to the increased magnetic leakage, which is almost 
unavoidable owing to the large number of poles required. 
In this case the diameter of the rotor is 3 m., and the air- 
gap measures 2 mm. The weight of the rotor is 8 metric 


ph STATOR Rid. 


tons. The winding of the stutor consists of 162 coils 
embedded in 324 grooves and insulated with micanite tubes. 
The terminals of the star-wound rotor are brought to three 
cast-iron slip rings, the brushes on which are connected 


with a large starting and regulating rheostat of constantan 


sheet. By means of the latter the motor can be started 
on full load without taking more than the normal full-load 
current. When the rotor has attained full speed, the 
winding can be short-circuited, and the brushes raised from 
the slip rings. 


MOoTOR-DRIVEN PUMP. 


In order to be able to convey the motor through the 
narrow shaft and galleries to the pump room, the rotor and 
stator were made in halves; the windings were arranged so 
that the parts of the machine could be separated without 
disturbing the coils beyond breaking a few connections. The 
parts of the coils outside the grooves are arranged in three 
гоже, so that the length of wire in each phase is the same. 

i The difficulties of access to the pump room 
| entailed many 
modifications in 
the desiga of the 

` motor To com- 
pensate for the re- 
ttricted dimensions 
of the frame. the 
latter is stiffened 
by two cast-iron 

Spiders with six 

arms each, bolted 

to the frame, and 
carried on the 

bearings in such a 

way that on re- 

moving three 
screws the carcase 

ciu be rotated. A 

test was made with 

the rotor purposely 
displaced to an 

eccentricity of a 

difference of 1 mm. 
| in the air gaps, 
and with the maximum magnetisation, but no deformation 
ensued. The external diameter of the carcase i3 4 m., and 
its width ‘9m. The weight of the whole machine ie 28 
metric tons, of which 9 are sheet-iron and 1:4 copper. 
The rotor weighs 11 tons. 

At normal load the motor absorbs abont 170 amperes in 
each phase, with a power factor of 82 per cent. and an 
efficiency of 92 per cent., the slip being 2°7 per cent. The 
maximum torque is twice the normal torque. 

These results are very satisfactory, having regard to the 
low speed and restricted dimensions permissible. 

The pump can be started on light or full load by olosing 
the switches before starting the generator, and running the 
latter up to speed; but this is not practicable when the 


COMPLETE MOTOR 


generator is supplying power to other motors. The mowr 
has proved fully capable of starting and driving tke pump 
at full load, and affords a satisfactory solution of the 
problem sct by the difficult conditions. obtaining. 


WEST HAM INFIRMARY LIGHTING. 


THE ceaseless growth of the Metropolis, with ite corre- 
sponding burden of sickness and poverty, has for some yeara 
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embarrassed the Guarcians of West Ham Union, who have 
met with difficulty in providing accommodation for their 


Part SronaGE BATTERY. 


inmates. To 
remedy this matter, 
the Guardians pur- 
chased an estate of 
44 acres on the 
edge of Epping 
Forest, whereon 
they have erected, 
in harmony with 
the liberal views of 
their constituents, a 
palatial infirmary, 
capable of housing 
a total number of 
674 inmates. The 
buildings -consist of 
four wards holding 
168 persons each, 
together with an 
administrative 
block, nurses’ home, 
laundry and ma- 
chinery block, and 
various minor build- 
ings. The whole of the equipment of 
these extensive premises has been pro- 
vided on a lavish scale, in accordance with 
the latest sanitary and hygienic ideals. It 
is needless to say, therefore, that elec- 
trie lighting is used throughont, there 
being a total of about 2,000 glow lamps 
installed. The contract for this installa- 
ton was carried out by Messrs. F. A. 
Glover & Co., Ltd., of 10 and 12, Garrick 
Street, London, W.C.; the consulting 
engineer was Mr. J. Buley, of Suffolk 
House, E.C. Some views of the gene- 
rating plant, &c., are given herewith, and 
the following particulars relating to the 
undertaking may be of interest. 

Steam is supplied by three Lancashire 
boilers, each 20 ft. long and 8 ft. in 
diameter, manufactured by Mr. J. 
Thompson, of Wolverhampton ; these 
are provided with economisers, and are 
capable of evaporating 7,800 lbs. of 
water each per hour at 120 lbs. per sq. in. 

The boilers are fitted with mechanical 
stokers of the * E.S.E." sprinkler type, 
made by the Smoke Preventer Co., of 
Blackburn. 

The - steam pipes were put in by 
the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and 
Engineering Co., of London, and are of steel, arranged on 
the ring main plan. 


ALLEN STEAM Dynamos, 


The generating plant consists of three high-speed enclosed 
vertical compound engines, made by Messrs. W. H. Allen 
and Sons, Ltd., of Bedford, and direct-coupled to shunt- 
wound multipolar dynamos, supplied by the same firm, 
each having an output of 34 KW. at a speed of 
550 r.p.m., the steam pressure being 110 lbs. at the 
engine stop valve. The engines are provided with a 
system of automatic forced lubrication, by a valveless force- 
pump driven from one of the eccentrics on the crauk- 
shaft. The dynamos generate current at a pressure of 205 
volts. 

There is also a booster for charging the accumulators, 
which is coupled direct to a motor, both mounted on one 
cast-iron bed-plate. 

The main switchboard is a handsome structure consisting 
of three panels of white marble, framed in light oak. The 
board is supported оп a wrought-iron frame about 3 ft. from 
the wall, access to the back being gained by a door at one 
side. 

The positive and negative panels are at either side of the 
board, and control the dynamos and feeders ; the centre 
panel is devoted mainly to the battery and field regulating 
gear. Each dynamo is provided with an automatic mini- 
mum cut-out, s.p. switch and fuse for 300 amperes, and an 
ammeter reading to 200 amperes; for the feeders there are 
five 200-ampere switches and fuses on each pole, as well as 
five ammeters read- 
ing to 200 amperes. 
There are also, on 
the positive panel, 
two 100 - ampere 
s.p. fuses, and a 
main 500-атреге 
meter indicating the 
total load. The 
centre panel carries 
a 20-way battery 
regulating switch 
for 200 amperes, 
Crawley automatic 
switch, charge and 
discharge centre 
zero ammeter, motor 
starting switch, and 
shunt rheostats for 
the dynamos and 
booster. There is 
also a 300 - volt 
meter on this panel, 


Main SWITCHBOARD. 


with a 5-way switch and a number of minor fittings. (na 
pediment over the switchboard a Kelvin engine-room vo't- 
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meter, a recording voltmeter and a clock are mounted. The 
apparatus is all well finished and of good workmansbip. 

The storage battery comprises 110 cells of the Hart 
Accumulator Co.’s make, having a capacity of 700 ampere- 
hours, and arranged on wooden stands in two tiers. The 
connections between the end cells and the switchboard con- 
sist of bare copper rods supported on insulators on a special 
system. 

From the main switchboard four feeders run through a 
subway to various parts of the building, feeding a distri- 
bution ring main. The feeders and mains are ко arranged 
that, with the whole of the lights on, there is a maximum 
drop of only 2 per cent. in pressure, and the difference in 
pressure between any lamps in any part of the building 
nowhere exceeds 1 volt. The main distribution board is 
fixed on the ground floor of each section of the building, 
from which a separate pair of mains is run to each floor 
feeding sub-distribution boards thereon. The feeders and 
distribution mains consist of lead-covered concentric cables. 

The whole of the wiring is carried out in steel tubing, 

except in the boiler house section, where a complete water- 
tight system of wiring has been adopted. There is not a 
single joint in the whole installation, the looping-in system 
being used throughout. 
"= There are altogether abont 2,000 incandescent lamps of 
various candle-powers, and two motors, one for running the 
mechanical stoker and one for the engineer’s shop. Each 
ward is provided with two night lights, and six special 
surgeon's hand lamps. 

The whole of the grounds are lighted by means of cast- 
iron standards with a 32-c P. lamp on each; the mains for 
these are run in Howard conduit. 

Special water level indicators have been fitted by Messrs. 
Glover & Co., which show, in the pump room, the level of 
the water in each of the two tanks in the water towers, 
which are about half a mile away. 

Every care was taken to ensure that every part of the 
installation should be carried out in first-class style, and 
that its working should be satisfactory and reliable. Our 
only complaint is that so narrow and short-sighted a view 
should have been taken of the true function of electricity in 
such an establishment as to limit its use almost entirely to 


COVENTRY ELECTRICITY Works: New GENERATING BET. 


lighting ; for this, of course, the contractors are naturally 
in no way responsible, as they have to work to the 
specifications provided. We regret to say, however, that a 


separate hydraulic system has been laid down for working | 
the various lifts, while the laundry machinery, artesian well 
pumps, &c.. are driven by steam. By adopting a complete 
electric drive throughout, the capital cost would have been 
largely reduced, and the working costs would have been greatly 


CoveNTBY : Two-PHASE ScHUCKERT MOTOR. 


improved; for, as it is, the hydraulic and laundry engine: аге 
at work all duy, stopping in the evening, while the elec:ric 
plant, save for charging the battery, is idle until the other 
engines are shutting down. It is sad to see the opportunity 
of putting down an up-to-date electric plant passed by. 


COVENTRY ELECTRICITY WORKS 
EXTENSIONS. 


OUR readers will remember that when, towards the end 
of 1901, Mr. J. A. Jeckell was appointed manager of the 
Corporation electricity 
works, he impressed upon 
the Council the fact that 
the only chance of making 
the undertaking a profit- 
able one lay in largely 
augmenting the output of 
energy, by reducing the 
price and by providing & 
supply better adapted for 
motive power purposes, 

It was therefore decided 
to push the business 
energetically, and to adver- 
tise immediately for tenders 
for additional plant to 
meet the probable require- 
ments of consumers. A 
large number of cffers were 
received, and after careful 
consideration, it was 


decided that the  pro- 
position of the British 
Schuckert Electric Со, 


Ltd , to supply two 600-Kw. 
two-pbase alternators, was 
the most satisfactory as to 
quality, cost, and guaran- 
tees, and their tender was 
accepted. 

The following are the 
leading particulars of Ше 
new plant which has been 
installed, and which is 
illustrated herewith : — 

: The -alternators are of 
the Schuckert standard revolving) field type, each giving 
600 Kw. at 2,000 volts, 50 cycles per second, direct 
coupled to McLaren triple-expansion engines running at 


—————— 
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125 revolutions per minute. The revolving field is carried 
on a cast-steel spider, allowing greater peripheral speeds 
than is permissible with cast-iron. 

The field winding is mounted on brass cores, and consists 
of formed ribbon wound on edge, each turn being separately 
insulated with a special material. Each bobbin is securely 
held in position by two bolts, locked in such a manner as to 
prevent them from working loose. Any pole can be easily 
removed for inspection or repairs by unscrewing the two 
bolts without interfering in any way. with the stationary 
armature. Tbe armature of each machine is built up in two 
parts, the outside diameter being 16} ft. The armature 
sbell consists of a cast-iron frame of box section, enclosing 
the laminated plates of the armaturering. The laminations 
are insulated from each other to minimise hysteresis and 
eddy current losses. Ventilatirg ducts are arranged at 
intervals between the laminations, to allow air to circulate 
through the core and its windings, ample ventilation and low 
temperature when working being thus secured. Before 
leaving the Schuckert works, while the machines were still 
hot from the running test, the field coils were tubmitted to 
an A.C. pressure of 2,000 volts and the armature coils to 
5,000 volts, between windings and frame. 

The exciter for each machine consists of a shunt-wound 
Schuckert dynamo, type V. 85, mounted directly on an ex- 
tension of the alternator sbaft. Each exciter is designed for 
an output of 370 amperes at 65 volts, the maximum exciting 
current required for each 600-Kw. set on full non-inductive 
load being 210 amperes. 

The steam engines are of the McLaren vertical, triple- 
expansion surface-condensing type, each developing 1,100 
I. H. P. The diameters of the cylinders are 22, 31] and 41 in., 
with a stroke of 24 in. 

At the official teats the following results were obtained :— 


4 load. 1 load. Full load. 
Total indicated horse-power... 511 681 936 
Combined efficiency of plant... 821% 84:595 820% 
Steam used per 1.H P.-hour 1359 108, 13:43 lbs. 14:6 lbs. 
Steam used per Kw.-hour 22724 „ 2133 ,, 2418 „ 
Coal used per 1H.P.-hour ... 245 „ 266 ,, — 
Coal used per x w.-hour Vs 401 ,, 4:23 „ — 


It wil be seen from the above figures that the machines 
are designed for most efficient working at three-quarter 
load. 

The original Fowler switchboard used for the single- 
phase machines has been utilised for the new two-phase 
system, the necessary alterations being carried out by the 
contractors to the designs of Mr. Jeckell, without stopping 
or interfering in any way with the running of the station. 

A considerable number of two-phase ‘motors have been 
supplied by the British Schuckert Electric Co., 
in euccessful operation in many workshops and factories in 
Coventry. 

An example showing one of the advantages obtained by 
electric driving of machinery may be of interest. A customer, 
having part of his plant driven by a gas engine and the 
remainder by a Schuckert two-phate motor, bad a break- 
down with the engine. "The entire load was thrown on to 
the motor, which ‘carried an overload of 60 per cent. with- 
out harm for a considerable period. This is an eloquent 
tribute to the merits of the motor. 

The financial results obtained during the first six years’ 
operation of the Coventry Corporation electricity works 
were very unsatisfactory, the deficit on this period of working 
being £8,890, which of course had to be provided by the 
ratepayers, Later results obtained under the management 
of Mr. Jeckell with the new plant are far more satisfactory. 
The reports show that the station charges have been con- 
siderably reduced, and although the vumber of units sold 
has increased by 39 per cent., the amount of total cost is 
lees; it i8 hoped, therefore, that the electricity undertakirg, 
instead of burdening the rates, will in a very short time be 
able to contribute towards them. 


Germany.— The Hlectricitätswerk Alt. Damm Gesell- 
schalt is thc name of a сошрацу which has been formed to establish 
a central station in the town of Alt. Damm for lighting sud power 
purposes. 
we Lenders are about to be invited for the establishment of a centra! 
electric lighting station in, the, town of Berndorf (Baden), 


Ltd., and аге: 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from puge 622.) 


Newport (Mon.).— Mr. H. F. Parshall has reported to 
the Electricity Committee upon a claim of the British West- 
inghouse Co. for £387 156., being £12 18s. 6d per саг оп 80 cars, 
made up as follows :—Additional destiuation and indicator boards, 
19s. ; illuminated destination indicators, instead of ordinary, and 
additional stanchions and fittings, £7 148. 6d.; and more expensive 
form of trolley stand, £4 15s. Mr. Parshall stated that he con- 
sidered the firm entitled to be paid for the first item. The Com- 
mittee, after consideration, decided to offer payment of the first two 
items, £260, 58. in settlement of the claim. 


Salford.—Some new routes in connection with the 
Salford Corporation tramway system were opened last week. 
Passengers may now travel either vid Liverpool Road or vid 
Blackfriars and Chapel Street to the Ship Canal end of Ordsail 
Lane at а reduced charge. The cara on this service pass through a 
densely-populated district. Eventually arrangements wil! be made 
for these cars to run to the Trafford Bridge terminus. The other 
service is a circular route, vid Broughton and Cross Lane, to 
Trafford Bridge. There has been a re-arrangement of the fares. 


Swansea.— The report of the Swansea Improvements and 
Tramways Co. for the half-year ended June 30th last, states that the 
gross receipts of the tramways undertaking amount to £12,982, being 
au increase of £718, and expenses (including debenture and other 
inte rest) to £9,564, an increase of £529. The increase in expenses 
is caused almost entirely by increased local taxation. The profit on 
the half-year’s working is £3,417, which, added to the balance of 
£204 brought forward, makes 4 total of £3,621 at credit of profit 
and lors account. The directors recommend that this sum be 
applied in reduction of amount due to the British Electric Traction 
Co., Ltd., £1,000; to dividend on 984 preference shares at the rate 
of 6 per cent. per annum, and on 4,016 preference shares at the 
rate of 5 per cent. per annum; leaving to be carried forward 
£1,322. The working of the Mumbles Railway and Pier shows a 
deficiency. The gross receipts amount to £8,247, as compared with 
£7,598 for the corresponding period of last year, and expenses to 
£10,791, as compared with £10,002. Asin thecase of the tramway 
undertaking, tha increase of £789 in the expenses is largely owiug 
to increased local taxation. The deficiency on the half-year's 
working of £2,513 is carried forward. 


Walsall.— With the object of providing sufficient ter- 
minal accommodation for the proper and expeditious working of the 
tram way traffic with a quicker service, the line of tramways from 
Princes Street to the Brown Lion Hotel at the Pleck is to be re- 
constructed, and a double line substituted, at a cost of £2,345. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Pacific Cable.— It is stated in the /. James's Gazelle 
of 12th inst. thac Mr. Chamberlain, as Colonial Secretary, urged 
upon the Colonial partners in the ownership of the Pacific cable to 
agree to a conference in connection with the management of the 
enterprise. It ia well kuown that great interest was shown in the 
ELEOTRICAL Review for the accomplishment of a British line to 
Australia aud to other colonies, to be free and uncontrolled, and we 
think the successful working of such cables is most desirable, and 
could have been achieved. A very cursory examination of the 
Pacific Cable Act, 1902, showing accounts for the period ended 
March 31st, 1903, will elicit the fact that the ccst for this cable has 
во far exceeded estimates recommended by early advocates as to 
preclude any further dissection or comment. The power to collect 
& revenue has been apparently restricted, and more than 50 per 
cent. of the rate collected is simply paid away ! 


Paris and Rome Telephone.—A Paris paper says 
that the telephone between Paris and Rome is ready for working, 
and that the Postal Administration is ready to open it. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


Олянг.ва, INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ee ee ec ce Aug. 27, 1901 ee e? 
Dominica-Martinique ee oe ee ‘ee ee May 7, 1902 ec ee 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique .. oe eo ee ee May 7, 1902 oe ee 


Guadeloupe-Martinique S" PA oe .. Мау 7, 1903 .. ae 
Puerto Plata-Martinique - © .. July 10, 1902 > 
Cayenne-Pinheiro oe oe eo oe ee Aug. 13, 1902 oe ee 
Bt. Lucia-St. Vincent .. =: oe ee .. Sept. 19, 192 
Reissa-Issa (Y emen)-Camaran „э a ee Oct. 22, 1902 EN 
Paramaribo- Cayenne © T oe .. Feb. 27, 1903 

New York-Haiti -— ex . April 18, 1908 


= October 7 
October 7 


Bolama-Bissao .. ee i ee Aug. 4, , 1908 
Bt. Jucques- Haiphong .. oe oe ee .. Sept. 28, 1903 .. 


LANDLINES 


Communication with Puerto- Barrios ee July 28, 1903 


Wireless Telegraphy.— It is announced that the Mors 
Co. of Paris have secured a contract from the Western Railway Co. 
of France and the London and Brighton Railway Co. for the in- 
stallation of a system of wireless telegraphy between Dieppe and 
Newhaven. ‘The system to be employed is that known as the 
Octave Rochefort. 

Mr. Marconi, if nothing else, is a born courtier. He comes 
across the Atlantic, as ha has often done, before, i with,, that 
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exuberant spirit no failure seems to damp—in public. Mr. Marconi 
states that he has been entirely successful, and with a few mecha- 
nical improvements which he intends introducing at Poldhu and 
Canadian stations, he will be opening up business commercially very 
soon. Then follows on October 12th in the Daily Mail the 
following :—“ Mr. Marconi speaks of a time not far remote when 
Marconigrams will be flashed across the Atlantic from England to 
America.” On arriving at Liverpool by the Lucania on Saturday, 
he said that Marconigraphy would then be made into a commercial 
undertaking. “I bave got quite beyond the experimental stage ” 
said he, "and you may depend upon it that there will be no 
question of our messages going astray. They will pierce the 
thousands of miles of wind and fog and rain between the two 
Continents with just as much assurance of reaching their destina- 
tion as that the sun's rays reach us.” It is needless to state that 
the sun’s rays reach us with more or less success. We can best 
depend upon rain on this side. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Beckenham.—November 9th. Electric wiring under 
free wiring scheme. See “Official Notices ” to-day. 


Bridgend and Cowbridge.—October 17th. The Board 
of Guardians invite tenders for electric light wiring for the 
Bridgend Workhouse. Mr. P. J. Thomas, architect, Bridgend. 


Devonport.— October 24th. 
the electricity department. 


Motor-driven booster for 
See Official Notices to-day. 


G.W.R.—October 19th. Tenders are wanted for a year's 
stores, including electrical lamps, carbons, telegraph apparatus and 
instruments, copper and other wire. See “Official Notices" 
October 2nd. 


Halifax.— October 21st. 750-kw. continuous current 
dynamo and horizontal engine ; two Lancashire boilers; three-phase 
cable, for the Corporation. See “ Official Notices” October 9tb. 


Harrismith.—October 19th. Water-tube boilers, 25 
and 80-kw. steam alternators, and other plant. See Official 
Notices " September 25th. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative :—Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. Bee “ Official 
Notices " August 28th. 


Kilmarnock.—November 18th. Lancashire boilers; 
engines and dynamos; crane; battery; and switchboard for elec- 
tricity scheme. See Official Notices" October 9th. 


Leeds.— October 17th. Surface condensing plant for 


the electric lighting department. See Official Notices October 
2nd. 


London.—November 3rd. Engine, dynamo, wiring, 
&c., for an installation at the Abbey Mills Pumping Station at West 
Ham, for the L. C. C. See Official Notices” October 2nd. 


Nelson.—October 19th. One 4100-xw. 
dynamo. See “ Official Notices " October 9th. 


Newport (Mon.).—October 24th. Triple and concen- 
tric paper cable. See “Official Notices " to-day. 


Portugal.—October 21st. Tenders are being invited 
until October 21st by the Portuguese Ministry of the Oolonies in 
Lisbon for the concession for the electric lighting of the town of 
Macao in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Salford.—October 19th. 
Pendleton central car depót. 
25th. 


Salford, — October 19th. 
Pendleton Central Car Depót. 
tramways manager. 


Spain.— October 22nd. ‘Tenders are being invited until 
the 22nd inst., by the municipal authorities of Aranjuez (province 
of Madrid), for the concession for the electric lighting of the town 
during & period of four years. Tenders are to be sent to El 
Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Aranjuez (Madrid province), whence 
particulars may be obtained. 


Spain.—October 26th. The Municipal Authorities of 
Munera (province of Albacete) are inviting tenders until the 26th 
inet. for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a 
period of 20 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, E] Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Munera 
(Albacete). 


engine and 


Sundry machinery for the 
See “ Official Notices" Beptember 


Electric lighting of the 
Specifications £3 3s, from the 


Swansea,—October 31st. Permanent way, rails, special 
work, overhead equipment, cables, ducts, &c., for tramways. See 
“ Official Notices September 25th. 


Swansea.— October 31st. Ducts, troughs, cables, wires, 
street boxes, &c. See Official Notices September 25th. 


Todmorden.— October 31st. Lancashire boiler ; steam 
dynamos, pumps, switchboard, battery, cables, crane, &c., for 
electricity supply. See '' Official Notices " October 9th. 


OLOSED. 


Aston Manor.—The U.D.C. has received the following 
tenders for the complete overhead equipment of about 5 miles of 
tramways in the district :— 


Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd. 


Б ee £5,155 14 8 

The Brush Electrical Engineering Cos : 
(accepted) . i we . . 4,742 10 7 
R. W. Blackwell & Co., Ltd. е» ae ee ee 5,220 0 0 
Geo. Law (amended) р РЕА oe x . 6,333 16 0 
(ceo. Trentham amended) ze Rs x .. 5,819 4 6 
F. үү, Smith & Co., Ltd. ee ee ee ae 5. 321 9 7 


In addition to the contract placed with Messrs. Johnson and 
Phillips, the Council has accepted the tender of Messrs. Mather 
and Platt, Ltd., for the following motors:—Semi-enclosed type, 
50, 75 and 100 B.H P.; open type, 50, 75, 100 and 300 B.H P. 


Belgium.—Five German and four Belgian firms com- 
peted for the contract for the supply of 16 electric tramcars for the 
municipal authorities of Liège, the lowest being that of the Helios 
Co., of Ehrenthal, Cologne. 


Bradford.—The Corporation Electricity Committee has 
accepted the tender of Messrs. Cole, Marchent & Morley, Ltd., for 


additions to two 2,000-н.р. engines at the generating station, at 
£619. 


Gravesend,—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
British Westinghouse Co. for a generating eet, at £996. 


Grimsby.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Wavgood & Otis, Ltd., for an electric lift at £130. 


Holland.—The Electrotechnische Fabrik Rheydt (M. 
Schorch & Co.), of Rheydt, Germany, have secured the contract for 
the establishment and equipment of a central station at Utrecht to 
furnish current for electric lighting purposes and for the working 
of the electric tramways. 


Horsham.— Last week the Urban Council accepted 
Messrs. Johnson & Phillip's tender at £2,800, for cables in condec- 
tion with the extension of electric mains. For condensing plant 
and cooling tower, the Wheeler Condensing Co.'s tender of £1,095 
was accepted. 


Liverpool.—The Electric Power and Lighting Com- 
mittee has accepted the tender of the Wheeler Condensing and 
Engineering Co. for condensing plant for the first section of the 
new station at Lister Drive, subject to the approval of final plans 
and specifications, at £11,975. 


Kirkealdy.—The T.C. has accepted the offer of the 


Alliance Electrical Co. for fitting up the Beveridge Halls at a cost 
of £809. 


London.—The following is a list of the tenders sent in 
for the wiring of the new Hall of the Royal Horticultural Society 
iu Vincent Square, S.W.; Messrs. Handcock & Dykes are the 
consulting engineers :— 


National Electric Construction Co. 3 oe 4770 
G. E. Taylor & Co.. а us .. KIO 


Robert Dawson & Co. ee - “% ba ee МО 
Drake & Gorham . à Е 85 es e S54 
Strode & Co... ae S ax as eo Sti7 
Buchannan & Curwen .. ee a $e es 1,050 
Duncan Watson & Со. .. ©» s ee ee 1,106 
Pearson & Co. Я we ui es m e 1,175 
Marryat & Place “> $e - ‚. 1,837 


Engineers’ estimate, £190. 


Maidenhead.—The T.C. has placed an order with the 
Kleia Engineering Co. for a cooling tower at £240; and for pipiug 
and pumps with Messrs. Aiton & Co. at £257. 


Paisley.—Mr. Murphy has placed a large order for poles 
and fittings for his electric tramway system, with Messre. R. W. 
Blackwell & Co., Ltd. 


Sheffield.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Thermit Co. for the work in connection with welding the rail joints 
on the new track in the Wicker, at £115. 


Spain.—Messrs. Вегпаһеа & Soldevilla, of DParcelona, 
have secured a contract for a 200-H P. four-cylinder Fielding aud 
Platt gas engine, for the central statio 1 of the Sociedad Lle.trica 
de Azuaga., - 
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Swindon.—At last week's meeting of the T.C., the town 
Clerk reported correspondence with Messrs. J. G. White & Co , Ltd., 
with regard to their tender for the construction of the permanent 
way for the tramways, stating that they were willing to supply rails 
of British manufacture at an additional cost of 4s. per ton, making a 
total additional cost of £138. It was resolved that the offer be 
accepted, and that their tender be amended accordingly. The 
tender of Mr. A. J. Colborne, at £3,283 17s., for the erection of the 
car depo} stores, repair shops, &c., has been accepted. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Saturday, October 17th.—At З p.m. Junior Institution of Engineers. 
Visit to the new Vauxhall Bridge Works. 


Thursday, October 22nd.— Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Leeds Section) Paper on “Some Notes on Steam 
Turbo-Electric Generating Plants," by G. Wilkinson. 

Friday, October 23rd, —At 8 p.m. Junior Institution of Engineers. 
Annual general meeting at the Westminster Palace 
Hotel. 


NOTES. 


Drawing Office Equipment. — The following is an 
abstract of paper read before the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, June, 1903, by Mr. John McGeorge :— 

LigMing.—The first point to be considered in the equipment of a 
drawing office is light. Daylight is of course, the best, but is not 
always obtainable. Windows sbould be as high and as near the 
ceilinz as possible, and the man next to the window should 
have control only of the shades on the lower half. For artificial 
lighting there are only two satisfactory methods. The first is by 
arc or Nernst lamps, the light being thrown up and reflected 
. from dead-white ceilings and walls. Photos are reproduced of a 
drawing office lighted by this method and by daylight, from which 
the light appears to be well diffused. The re!lectors below the 
lights are not opaque, but sufficiently translucent to prevent a 
dark shadow underneath them. The other method is the individual 
lamp for each board. A simple form of lamp is shown. 

Ventilating —A  draughteman cannot do hie work properly 
without a plentiful supply of fresh air. The air should be changed 
as frequently as possible, and if natural ventilation is not sufficient, 
exhaust fans should be used. 

Desks.—The most approved method is to give each man a tilting 
desk to himself. The Svenson board can be placed at 60°, 45° or 
flat, and is provided with a balanced parallel rule. This is a great 
blessing to anyone troubled with bilious headaches. Sufficient room 
should be given to each man for reference drawings, two drawers 
for drawings, one for tools and instruments, and one for note-booke 
and notes. There are several objections to the vertical board. One 
is the men's objection to having to hold their arms level with their 
sboulders all day long; and another is the difficulty in referring to 
reference drawings. The superintendent objects to them because 
they divide the drawing office off into stalle. 

Space per Man.—The number of square feet which may be 
allowed to each man, depends upon three considerations :—(1) The 
convenience of the man, allowing ample room for reference, 
drawings, &c.; (2) ventilation; and (3) supervision. The super- 
visor should be able to get about without disturbing the men. 
The American Bridge Co. allows considerably more than 100 sq. ft. 
of space per man. Plans are given of the above-mentioned com- 
pany's drawing offices, also those of McClintock, Marshall & Co., 
the Wellman-Seaver-Morgan Co., and the Wellman-Seaver Engineer- 
ing Co. Attention is drawn to the '' Universal drafting machine" 
previously illustrated and described in our “Notes” columns, 
and by means of which 25 to 50 per cent. saving in time may be 
effected. 


Speed of Electric Cars. — At Brentford last week, 
Bidney Blackler, James Dowse and Ernest Downham, drivers in 
the employ of the London United Electric Tramways Co., were 
summoned for driving their cars at speeds exceeding 10 miles an 
hour—18, 15 and 16 miles an hour respectively, the first two at 
Uxbridge Road, Southall, and the other at Richmond Road, 
Twickenham. The police measured off lengths of the roads and 
timed the cars with stop watches.—In the case of Downham, 
evidence was called, and one passenger put the pace at “3 to 6 miles 
an hour," and another at certainly not above 10 miles an hour."— 
The defendant deposed that his topmost speed position at the time 
was 7 miles an hour.—Mr. Montagu Sharpe asked what the maxi- 
mum speed of the cars was?—Mr. Oswald Hanson (for the com- 
pany) said they ran up to the 10 miles an hour limit.— The reply 
evoked a burst of laughter from Mr. Sharpe and his nine brother 
magistrates, and Mr. Sharpe, having questioned defendant, eaid the 
car weighed 10 tons, was on the down grade, and was overtaking 
& trotting van. He imposed a fine of 20s., including coste, in each 
case, —Mr. Hanson said the men had to pay their own fines. 


The hearing of the summonses against four other drivers in the 
service of the London United Electric Tramway Co. for exceeding 
the statutory speed ої 10 miles an hour was again adjourned on th 
inst. at West London Poli e Court, the Board of Trade test not 
having yet taken place. 


Electrical Resistance Furnaces.—A paper was read 
by Mr. F. A. J. Fitzzerald on September 17th last before the fourth 
general meeting of the American Electro-chemical Society at 
Niagara Falls entitled a ' Note on Some Theoretical Considerations 
in the Construction of Resistance Furnaces.” These apparatus the 
author divides into two classes according as the current passes 
through the whole charge, or along a definite path or paths. The 
graphite (or graphitising) furnace belongs to both types; for, 
although at first the current is confined to the core of carbon rods 
owing to the non-conducting capacity of the anthracite charge, 
when this is converted into graphite, it passes the current and com- 
municates the heat to the coal further from the centre. In the 
electrode furnace the heat is mainly generated outside the articles 
under treatment. The electrodes, which are to be converted iuto 
graphite, are packed amongst granulir carbon, and, since the 
resi:tivity of the latter is much greater than that of the rods, the 
heat energy is mostly developed in the granules. "This variety of 
furnace has the advantage of enabling a large mass of low resistance 
material to be treated without the use of excessively heavy currents. 
The carborundum furnace is designed on somewhat similar lines, the 
heat being generated in a core of rods or granular carbon ; but care 
has to be taken to prevent the temperature from rising too high; or 
the carborundum may be decomposed and the silicon volatilised. 
A variant of the carborundum furnace, for moderately high 
temperatures, has been designed by Acheson (U.S. patent 723,631, 
March 24th, 1903), in which several cores are ''detinitely spaced 
with relation to each other at distances largely determined by the 
heat conductivity of the charge, the duration of the operation, and 
the superior and inferior temperature limits of the operation." 

The author proceeds to remark that in all these furnaces the elec- 
trical resistance is & variable quantity, generally diminishing towards 
the end of the run, and it is not possible to effect regulation inside, 
except in the case of the electrode furnace where some adjustment 
may be obtained by varying the spaces between the piles of elec- 
trodes. Next, the author gives some mathematical formula 
covering the distribution of heat in these furnaces, thus: If a 
cylinder (core) with radius p; апа length L. is kept at a constant 
temperature 01, the quantity of heat, Q. passing through the sur- 
rounding material, the inner surface of which is at tbe temperature 
0,, per second is 

Q-—2myp LX(0-— 0, 


where к is a constant. Thus 


Zn ру LK 
If the material outside the core is aleo a cylinder with a radius 
of paa heat conductivity of к!, and a temperature at its outer 
surface of 3, 


тік! (0, — 04) 


pi 
while between the outside of the cylinder of material under treat- 
ment апа the walls of the furnsce, the passage of heat per second 
is similarly 
2 LA. (Ө = 04) 
hr log. ^" 
Ps 

or, if „3 — р = t, and is very small, 


q = ті k (Ө, — 01) Е . 


Now, since the efficiency of the furnace is E ,K and 0, — 0, 


must be kept small to make / small. Graphite and electrode 
furnaces, however, cannot be made indefinitely large, because the 
last equation shows д to vary directly as the product of т, and pa. 

In the case of the carborundum ‘furnace, the chief equation may 
be written— 
2 . E! (0, — 0) 
pi Q 

To make the largest amount of carborundum к! must be as great 
as possible, this being effected by having the mixture surrounding 
the core of high density, for then the crystal mass formed will be 
also dense. — bn should also be large; but the latter is fixed at a 
temperature just below that of the formation of carborundum, while 
(, can only be raised to a point short of its decomposition. As 
regards the outside of the carborundum cylinder, nothing can be 
done to diminish 4j, but 0, — Ө, may be kept small by having a 
good thickness of raw material always present. Since the value of 
p, increases with the length of the run, a point will eventually be 
reached where q = о in the efficiency equation; so that a time 
comes when no more carborundum is made. To work efficiently, 
the furnace mast be stopped long before this happens. The 
phenomena in Acheson's new furnace for moderately high tempera- 
tures are similar to the last, but are more complicated, as a 
multiplicity of cores is employed. 


Charge of Stealing Electricity.—At Marlborough 
Street, on Saturday, Léon Guerin and Louise Jones, two French 
restaurant keepers, of Frith Street, Soho, were charged with stealing 
electricity from the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. by discon- 
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necting the wires passing through the meter and connecting them 
outside the meter with another piece of wire, во that the electricity 
passed through the wires outside the meter and was not recorded. 
Guerin had been an electrician on board a ship. The woman was 
discharged, but the man was committed for trial. 


Nub-division of Power by Electricity.—Those who 
remember the old workmen's houses of the Laccashire woollen 
district will recollect the upper or attic storey in which weaving 
was carried on by people in their homes. The system was un- 
doubtedly superior to the factory system, and it was economical 
enough too in the old hand-loom days. But when steam power 
was introduced the isolated hand looms could not compete with it, 
and the factory system grewup. At St. Etienne, in France, where 
silk is woven, there are no fewer tban 8,000 looms at work in the 
homes of the people. This has been rendered possible by electrical 
power distribution, the charge for electricity being at the rate of 
88. per loom for 30 days, and a 3-H. . motor being sufficient to drive 
two looms, There can be no doubt that electricity will afford many 
such opportunities in the future. In the metal trades, for example, 
it would be a very small labour to carry to and fro the stampings 
of watch parts to be machined at home, and light watch machinery 
is so easily driven by a small electric motor, that the watch trade 
seems to offer one of the best openings for home industry.— 
American Machinist. 


The Institution of Electrical Engineers and the 
Tomb of Volta.—The bronze shield subscribed for by the students 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers at the, beginning of the 
present year bas now been placed upon the tomb of Volta at (am- 
nago, near Como. The ceremony of fixing it in place was per- 
formed on Sunday, October 5th, with many expressions of inter- 
national good feeling, in the presence of Prof. Count Alessandro 
Volta, Cav. Franchi, the Sindaco of Camnago, with several members 
of the Volta family, and a number of other guests. The sbield is 
mounted on a slab of green marble supported on granite in front 
of the tomb. The electrotype reproduction, which was officially 
deposited on the tomb on the occasion of the visit of the Institu- 
tion in April last, has been transferred to the Civic Museum in 
Como, where it is placed in the collection of the Volta relics. 


Berlin High-Speed Railway.—Tbhe 7% Berlin cor- 
respondent said on 6th inst. :—'' It is believed that the experiments 
on the military line between Marienfelde and Zcssen have proved 
the entire suitability of high-epeed electric trains for long railway 
distances, ard it is estimated that with the average speed which is 
now being attained—175 kilometres per hour—the journey from 
Berlin to Cologne, a distance of 577 kilometres, could be performed 
in 3} hours, as against the time now taken by the quickest express, 
which is nine hours. The permanent way, which was specially con- 
structed by the Prussian Ministry of Ways of Communication, is 
said to have most succesefully stood the great strain which was put 
upon it in to-day’s trial. This was formerly the weakest point of 
the whole enterprise, and it is notcrious that on the occasion of 
some former experiments the line was almost totally ruined. The 
highest sectional speed attained to-day was between the etations 
Mahlow and Ringsdorf, a distance of 5 kilometres (3:107 miler), 
which was covered in 14 minutes." 


Electrocuted in a Coal Mine.— At Airdrie, on Mon- 
day, a public inquiry was held into the circumstances attending the 
electrical accident in a pit at Roseball Colliery on September 11tb. 
Tbe evidence showed that while two men, Robert Bell and Robert 
Scrillicon, were walkirg along the haulage road in the pit they 
suddevly dropped down dead. Along the shaft and road were 
carried tbree electric cables, one for pumping, and the othera for 
signalling purposes, and the theory of several of the witnesses was 
that the men had, in some way, come in contact with the wires or 
their surroundings, and received a powerful sbock, as tbere was a 
strong current on at the time. Mr. Giltert Scott Ram, electrical 
expert from tbe Home Offce, gave it as his opinion that some iron 
tool must have fallen in tbe sbaft and struck the wires, causing the 
momentary shaking and emistion of electric sparks described by 
the witnesses, and that the deceased had been in contact with tbe 
wires at the time. The verdict of the jury was to the effect that 
the deceased had received a severe clectric shock from the electric 
signal wires on the top “dock” of the electric haulage rcad, which, 
in some way not definitely disclosed, had becume highly charged 
with e'ectricity in the pit. 


Incandescent Electric Lamps,— An importantannounce- 
ment is made in regard to the prices proposed to be charged by the 
recently formed syndicate of incancescent electric lamp makers in 
Europe, which has been constituted as a company in Berlin under 
the title of the Verkaufs-stelle der Vereinigten Cluhlampen 


Fabriken. Tte announcement is that the syndicate has in- 
creased the price of lamps to wholesale customers from 
3 12d. to 6d. per lamp, or an advance of 48 per cent. 


This large increase apparently applies to lamps with pear- 
shaped bulbs of 5, 10, 16, 25 and 32 normal candle-power of 
German or Engli«n siandard; and as the syndicate comprises tho 
principal makers in Forobe who carry on an export trade, it may be 
reasonably expected that an advance will seen take place in the 
prices of the large number of foreign lamps sold in Great Britain. 
The syndicate includes the Siemens & Halske Co., of Berlin, the 
Berlin Geueral Electricity Co., the United Electricity Co., of Buda- 
Pesth, Sturm & Co, of Vienna, and certain Dutch works repre- 
sented ,by Herr Phillips, of Amsterdam. | 


New Technical Institute at Hackney.—On Thursday 
evening last week the Hackney Technical Institute was opened by 
Dr. E. Baxter Forman, chairman of the Governors. Dr. Forman 
delivered a speech in which he quoted in some detail the opinions 
held by Mr. Balfour, Mr. Chamberlain, Lord Rosebery and other 
authorities upon the state of British trade and manufacturing, and 
the backwardness of this country as compared to Germany in tbe 
matter of technical education. The opinions expressed in the 
L. C. C. report on the applications of science to industry were aleo 
largely quoted from, among the remarks singled out being those of 
Prof. Ayrton, who tried to show that English electrical manv- 
facturers were out of the running, and that we lacked acientifically- 
trained leaders. The Doctor, as well as other later speakers, dwelt 
upcn the necessity for the youth of the land being taught to take 
life more seriously, paying more real regard to self-improvement 
and education for commercial and professional callirgs than to 
atbletics and amusements. Mr. Tom Hosgood, vice-chairman of the 
Governors, and a man who has rendered a great deal cf 
unselfish service for the good of the locality, explained that 
the cost of the work carried out so far had been £23,704, 
but, he eaid, that was only an instalment; they had very 
large plans fcr covering the whole of the available ground. 
The Inetitute has been paid for partly by certain moneys from 
the Sir Jchn Cass charity, partly by private subscriptions from 
Hackney inhabitarts, and from the grants made by the Technical 
Education Board of the LC. C. It was to the last-mentioned body 
that the Governors are looking for a supply of funds in the future. 
The subjects to be taught include engineering, mathematics, 
chemistry, biological science, physics, art, &., and later on com- 
mercial languages. The principal of the Institute is Mr. P. R. 
Kirk, MA, A.M.I.M.E. He is head of the engineering depart- 
ment, with Mr. P. J ‘Haler, B.Sc., as his lecturer and demonstrator. 
Principal Kirk is also head of the mathematics section. The 
pbysics and electrical engineering is under the control of Dr. Alfred 
Hay, M. J. E E. The course of instruction in this department consists 
of lectures aud laboratory work. "The more elementary classes cover 
the syllabuses of the Board of Education and the Matriculation and 
and Intermediate B.Sc. (Science and Engineering) Examinations of 
the University of London; the advanced courses are intended for 
electrical engineers, and engineering students desirous of acquiring 
a thorough technical knowledge of various branches of electrical 
engineering, or who are preparing for the final B.Sc. examination 
of the University of London. 


London County Council.—The Corncil at the meeting 
on Tuesday, decided to advance to £9,514 to the Battersea Borough 
Council for electric lighting purposes at the higher rate of interest 
of 3 per cent., which is now to be charged for loans to local 
authorities. 

The Highways Committee reminded the Council of the 
authority given last July to prepare plans, specifications and 
estimates of cost for the reconstruction on the conduit system of 
varioua sections of the northern tramways, and the constructicn of 
certain autborised lines in connection therewith, the total length 
being 52 miles of single line. It appeared desirable that the work 
in relation to those sections which could be worked independently 
with throuvh services of cars, should be put in band 
with as little delay as possible. The following lines could 
be most conveniently dealt with in the first instance :—(1) Theo- 
bald’s Road terminus viá Clerkenwell Road and Shoreditch to 
the London Docks; (2) N«rton Folgate terminus vid Kingeland 
Road to Stamford Hill: (3) Aldgate to Poplar ; (4) Moorgate Street 
to Old Street ; (5) Holborn to junction with Theobald's Road ; and 
(6) along Old Street between (ireat Eastern Street and Shoreditch. 
The first three of these routes are of considerable length, and, in 


conjunction with the others, form several main tramway routes on 


which tbrough services could be worked. "The length of the lines 
proposed to be first dealt with is about 22 miles of single line, and 
it would be practicable for the whole of them to be operated from 
the Greer wich power station. It was not possible to submit esti- 
mates of the cost of the werk, as trial holes would have to be made 
at certain points along the routes in order to determine the depth 
available for the conduits over railway and canal bridges, and 
the positions of pipes, wires, ard other obstructions under the 
carriageways, but as soon as the preliminary investigations had been 
completed, the Highways Committee proposed to report fully on 
the matter. In the meantime an expenditure of 4600 was 
eanctioned by tbe Council for the making of trial borings. 

The Council approved an estimate of £2,000 for the making of 
surveys, the diggirg of trial holes, and the preparation of plans, 
specifications and estimates for the second portion of the power 
station to be built at Greenwich. "The consideration was postponed 
of a recommendation to expend 430, 500 on the construction of a 
double line of conduit tramways along St. John's Street and St. 
John Street Road to join the existing tram ways in High Street, 
Isliogton. 


Personal.— Our congratulations to Mr. Alderman Robb, 
the chairman of the Tunbridge Wells Electricity Committee, upon 
his election to be mayor for the eusuing year. 

The Postmaster-General has appointed Mr. A. E. W. Codrington 
to be his private secretary. 

Mr. Stephen Sellon has resigned the position of ebief engineer to 
the British Electric Traction Co., in order to devote his time exclu- 
sively to private practice, and for this purpose he has opened an 
office at 36, Victoria Street, Westminster. 
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А “Doctor” and Electric Belts.—On Tuesday, at 
Bow 3treet Police Court, before Mr. Marsham, Lewis Bailles, of 
164, Strand (from which address numerous advertisements of the 
Dr. McLaughlin Electro-Vigour have been published in the newe- 
papers), was summoned for falsely representing himself as being a 
medical practitioner by using the description of “M.D.” Mr. 
Bodkin, who supported the summonses on behalf of the Medical 
Defence Union, said that for some time past these advertisements 
had been appearing in the newspapers, and, no doubt, from the 
position of such papers, the advertisements gained a certain amount 
of weight. In every one of those advertisemeats, which related to 
the power of a so-called electric belt to cure every known, or 
unknown, disease from which human beings suffered within the 
shortest possible time, it was stated that persons might call and see 
the wonderful appliance, and to remember that when you use 
electro-vigour, you are under the care of a qualified physician, 
who will advise as to the best way to cure your troubles. Con- 
sultation and examination free. If you cannot call at our office, 
we will send you a beautifully illustrated book explaining our method 
of how you can cure yourself in your own home.” The company 
was also. advertised as having branch offices at Manchester, Glasgow, 
and in various towns in the Colonies and America, whence this thing 
originated. The advertisements made a particular point of the 
person calling being under the treatment of a qualified physician ; 
and that came to the notice of the Medical Defence Union. On two 
different dates two of the clerks to the solicitors of the Defence 
Union called at 164, Strand. A Mr. Turrell went on July 20th, and 
upon being shown upstaire to the defendant he asked him whether 
he was a doctor. The defendant replied that he was, and Mr. 
Tarrell then said he had called on behalf of a friend who was unwell. 
His symptoms were discussed, and finally the defendant wrote his 
name on a card, describing himself as Dr. Bailles." He said that 
he was an English doctor, that he had four medical qualifications, 
that he had been a ship’s doctor, that he had attended that office for 
about a year, and that he was the only medical man there. There 
was a discussion as to the price of the belts; and after some further 
observations the defendant said that, if a patient wanted 
medicine, he was in the habit of prescribing drugs. It 
was then thought right that another clerk should go to 
the place; and on September 21st a Mr. Whitwell called there. 
The defendant asked Mr. Whitwell a number of questions as to his 
symptoms, and examined him with a stethoscope. The defendant 
pronounced him to be suffering from weakness of the heart and 
enlarged liver, to cure which one of the belts was recommended. 
In order to secure Mr. Whitwell's patronage, the belt was offered at 
the reduced price of £3, but the enormous sum usually aeked for 
them was £10 10s. Mr. Whitwell asked the defendant whether he 
was Dr. McLaughlin, and he replied, “ No; he is in Chicago.” He 
handed Mr. Whitwell a pamphlet which it was no part of his duty 
to criticise, except to say that it was a pamphlet which, if sent open 
through the post, would be immediately suppressed, not only for the 
illustrations, but for the subject-matter. The illustrations were such 
as ought not to appear except in medical works and under proper 
medical supervision. At Mr. Whitwell’s request, the defendant 
wrote his name down as follows—" L. Bailles, M.A., M B., &c." 
A third clerk was instructed to write to the defendant in 
answer to one of the company’s advertisements, and he was 
importuned by at least two dozeu letters to call and buy these 
belts, which were offered to him at a very considerable reduction, 
if only hie patroaage could be secured. Upon inquiries being 
made it was fonud tnat the Medical Register did not disclose the 
name of Dr. Bailles. Farther investigation, however, showed that 
up to 1894 there was a Lewis Bailles on the Register, holding the 
position of bachelor of surgery of the University of Durham and 
bachelor of medicine at the same University. On July 6th of that 
year the defenda at was convicted before Mr. Justice Grantham of 
the crime of rape, and sentenced to five years’ penal servitude. 
Alter serving part of that sentence hc was released ; and the next 
that was heard of him was his holding himself out to be a doctor in 
the way described in these advertisements, the repetition of which 
should perhaps have first demanded a little more inquiry. Upon 
the minutes of the General Medical Council it appeared that in 1894, 
after his conviction, an inquiry was held, and the defendant was 
then struck off the Register. The whole of his degrees, obtained at 
Durham University, were also taken from him. The case was a 
serious one, and he should ask the magietrate to mark his sense of 
the gravity of the offence by the amount or the fine which he might 
impose. He also applied for substantial costs, pointing out that the 
pecuniary resulte from such extensive advertising could not be other 
than satisfactory. 

Mr. Mareham asked whether there was any suggestion of ill- 
treatment of any kind, or that the treatment was not beneficial. 

Mr. Bodkin replied that he had been given to understand that 
these belts were so absolutely free from any electricity that they 
were just as if a person wrapped a piece of paper round the body. 
They were absolutely worthless. 

Mr. Treadwell (for the defendant): Is the learned counsel giving 
evidence upon that ? . 

Mr. Bodkin: There is no evidence that any actual injury has 
been caused to any person; but it is not for me to discuss that. 

Mr. Treadwell: I am not here to represent the company, and 
they are not here to explain any pampblets which have been 
issued by them. I ask you to dissociate from your mind the 
defendaut's connection with the company. 

Mr. Marsham fined the defendant £20 on the first summons and 
£5 on the second, with £21 costa. 


Appointments Vacant.—A lecturer on wiring and 
technical mathematics, on one evening per week, at South- 
Western Polytechnic; an assistant for Barnes, at £120; switch- 
board attendant for Fulham (258.). See our advertisements to-day. 


The Supposed Electrolysis of Water Vapour.—Mr. 
F. A. Lidbury presented a paper bearing the above title to the 
general meeting of the American Electro-Chemical Society, which 
was held at Niagara Falls last September. The paper itself is an 
account of experimenta carried out by Messrs. D. L. Chapman and 
Lidbary, which have already been published in this country in the 
Transactions of the Chemical Socicty (1902, Ixxxi., 1,301), where the 
apparatus employed is fully deseri oed. Bri fly, it may be said that 
water vapour was drawn by means of Sprengel pumps through a 
tube fitted with platinum electrodes from a receiver maintained at 
25? C. The vapour entered the electrolysis vessel either midway 
between the electrodes, or near one of them, and it was diverted 
towards either end of the tube, which it quitted for receivers packed 
with ice or freezing mixtures. The products were then exploded 
to remove equivalent quantities of hydrogen and oxygen, and the 
residual gases were examined. A voltameter and an air-gap were 
placed in series with the electrodes. In some tests, where the 
vapour entered the centre of the reaction tube, the volume of 
hydrogen recovered from the cathode end thereof ranged from 1:07 
to 2:41 times that liberated in the voltameter. When the vapour 
entere i near the cathode, the corresponding ratios were from 3'41 
to 7'31; but when the inlet waa close to the anode, the amount of 
residual gas was less than before, that from the anode being 
hydrogen, and that from the cathode oxygen. Mr. Lidbury con- 
cludes that in the partial decomposition of water vapour by the 
electric discharge the hydrogen and oxygen liberated tend to sepa- 
rate and take up different positions in the tube, the hydrogen col- 
lecting at both anode and cathode, and the oxygen in the middle of 
the tube. Perrot's old experiments, therefore, only rendered it 
presumable that the electrolytic decomposition of wat r in the state 
of vapour should be analogous to that of the liquid, bacause of the 
particular conditions he employed—at any rate, the larger produc- 
tion of gases in the spark tube than in the voltameter necessitates a 
modification in the theory. At present the mechanism of the 
separation of hydrogen and oxygen derived from vaporised water 
must remain an open question. 


The Electrolysis of Water.—Messrs. J. W. Richards 
aud W. B. Landis presented & paper to the last meeting of the 
American Electro-chemical Society, upon the application of Ohm's 
law to dilute sulphuric acid for voltages up to 3'5. To obtain the 
necessary high resistance, their cell consisted of a pair of electrode- 
vessels joined together by means of a calibrated capillary tube, 
whose bore was uniform and ita area known, and whose length 
could be varied as might be necessary. Reason was found to 
believe that there is a relationship between the current used and 
the size of the electrodes, but this matter was not investigated. 
There seemed to be a certain minimum size for the electrodes in 
order that the products of decomposition might re-combine аз 
rapidly as formed. The tests were carried out upon 01, 1:00, 
10:00, and 30'00 per cent. sulphuric acid, and the results are 
plotted in curves alongside Kohlrausch's values for the conductivity 
of the several electrolytes. From five to eight experiments were 
made with each acid at different voltages, the resistances being then 
averaged. The mean calculated values for the four acids above- 
mentioned came out at 202 7, 22:05, 2°74, and 1:351; Kohlrausch's 
specific resistances being 195 9, 21:93, 2 56, and 1:358 respectively. 
A similar experiment with centinormal (0.053 per cent) sodium 
carbonate solution gave a mean specitic resistance of 1,275 ohms— 
Kohlrausch's figure being 1,04777—the latter is possibly at fault. 
Neglecting the sodium carbonate, the curves show a satisfactory 
agreement with theory, that referring to 30 per cent. acid, whicn 
has maximum conductivity, being extremely close. 


Knight v. the Isle of Wight Electric Light and 
Power Co., Ltd.—In the Vacation Court on Wednesday, before 
Mr. Justice Bucknill, this case came on for hearing on & motion to 
restrain the defendants from causing a nuisance by reason of noise, 
smell and vibration. After some discussion it was arranged that 
the motion should stand over until the second motion day in next 
sittings, the defendants in tbe meantime giving an undertaking to 
remedy as soon as possible any just cause of complaint. 


Grantham Electricity Works,—The ceremony of 
formally opening the Grantham electricity works was performed 
on Monday by the Mayor (Mr. W. Hornsby, J.P., D. L.). Mr. W. H. 
Milnes (chief engineer at the works) at the outset explained 
that though they nad had the station open for some months, that 
was the otlicial inauguration. Mr. Milnes gave a description of the 
works. They had anticipated, he said, having about 6,000 lamps 
conuected up at the end of the year, but already they had no fewer 
than 15,000 applied for, and that necessitated increasing the plant. 


a 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tu successful candidate for the post of senior charge engineer at 
the Taunton Corporation Electricity Works was Н. E. SHARP, from 
Bristol Electricity Works. 

Mr. Вүрхкү H. BARBER was presented last week with a silver 
cigarette case and match box on the occasion of his relinquishing 
the chief assistantship at the Shipley Electricity Works, to join the 
outside staff of Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co. 

At the Brighton Corporation Electricity Works last week Mr. W. E. 
WHITE, one of the staff, was presented by Mr. J. CHxISTIE, the resident 
engineer, on behalf of the employéa, with a useful set of Sheffield 
cutlery, on the occasion of his marriage. Mr. White was asked to 
&ccept a purse on behalf of his wife. 
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Mr. W. Н. ALABASTER, of the Salford Corporation Electricity 
Works, has been appointed chief assistant electrical engineer to the 
City of Melbourne, Victoria. 

The staff of the Reading Electric Supply Co., Ltd., held their 
fourth annual supper and smoking concert on Wednesday of last 
week at Rivernook, de Montfort Island, Reading, by kind 
permission of Mr. Arthur T. Cooper (the managing engineer). 
After an excellent supper—to which every one did justice—came 
the concert, which was contributed to by Messrs. A. T. Cooper, 
W. Burr, Coombs, Hayward, Day, Nobes, Russell, Phillips, Filmore, 
Harrison, Folland and Brooks. During the evening, Mr. Cooper, 
in a few well-chosen remarks, presented Mr. W. J. Fi8HEB, the head 
clerk, with a marble clock, on the occasion of his marriage, and 
Mr. D. H. Соомвз (who is leaving to take up the position of 
resident engineer to the Whitchurch and Pangbourne Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd.) with an oak book cabinet. A most enjoyable 
evening was brought to a conclusion with musical honours, and a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Cooper. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


t 

Municipal Foundry and Engineering Co., Ltd. (78727).— 
This company was registered on October 6th, with a capital of £5,000 in £1 
shares (1,000 preference: 1,500 “А” and 2,560 ordinary), to adopt an agreement 
between C, Hall and J. Н. Bardsley, and to carry on the business of iron- 
founders, mechanical, electrical, chemical and general engineers and con- 
tractors, electricians, suppliers of electricity, manufacturers of electrical 
apparatus, Manufacturers, producers and suppliers of light, heat, sound and 
power, by electricity, galvanism, magnetism or otherwise, &c. The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are:— C. H. Boardman, 41, John Dalton 
Htreet, Manchester, solicitor; J. H. Bardsley, 60, King Street, Manchester, 
chartered accountant; J. H. Pontefract, ** Woodville," Farm Road, Stockport, 
cashier; T. Chadwick, 76, Princess Road, Moss Side, Manchester, clerk; Н. M. 
Btyler, 10, Slade Lane, Longsight, Manchester, clerk; E. W. McBride, 54, 
Bishop Street, Moss Side, Manchester, clerk: and W. Dearden, 60, King Street, 
Manchester, chartered accountant. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than five: the subscribers are to 
appoint the first; qualification, £100; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


| Ў Hs Bardsley has power to appoint another director, who need not be a share 
10ider, 


Blake-Morscher Electrical Ore Separator Syndicate, Lt4. 
(78,722).—This company was registered on October 6th, with a capital of 10.000 
in £260 shares, to adopt an agreement with Н. C. Callahan, to investigate the 
validity of the patents and the efficiency of the process and mechanism therein 
referred to, to promote a company for the purpose of acquiring all or any of the 
property and liabilities of this company or otherwise, and to carry on the busi- 
ness indicated by the title. The first subscribers (each with one share) are :— 
H. C. Callahan, Hotel Cecil, W.C., mining engineer; J. E. Scantlebury, 48, 
Threadneedle Street, E.C., mining engineer; A. E. Weinberg, 8, Buckingham 
Gate, S. W., mining engineer; T. L. M. Llewellyn, 24, Austin Friars, E.C., 
stockbroker; W. H. Dove, 24, Austin Friars, E.C., stockbroker; C. J. Dawson, 
3, Greenhill Road, Harlesden, N.W., shorthand writer; G. I. Hakewell, Cotter- 
bury, Garden Road, Bromley, secretary ; L. Robinson, 24, Throgmorton Street, 
E.C., stockbroker; and W. Clark (by his attorney, L. Robinson), Carrick Grange, 
Sevenoaks, gentleman. No initial public issue. The number of directors is 


not to be less than three nor more than five; the first are Н. C. Callahan, . 


E. A. Weinberg, J. E. Scantlebury, and T. L. M. Llewellyn. 
20, Copthall Avenue, Е.С. 


Hemsworth Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. (78,733) —This 
company was registered on October 7th, with a capital of £6,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire from the Rev. С. Leteux and G. Hodgson the benefit of a certain con- 
tract entered into by them (as trustees for this company) with R. J. Nicholson, 
and to carry on the business of electrical or mechanical engineers, founders, 
finishers, tin smiths, metal merchants, suppliers of electricity for light and 
power, &. The first subscribers are:—R. J. Nicholson, 26, Cannon Street, 
Manchester, engineer, 25 shares; E. A. Wales, Hemsworth, photographer, 
6 shares; J. Gomersall, Hemsworth, 25 shares; J. W. Gibson, Kirksmeaton, 
near Pontefract, innkeeper, 5 shares; C. E. Turner, Hemsworth, printer, 25 
shares; Rev. С. Leteux, Hemsworth, 25 shares; and M. R. McClure, Morris 
Bank House, Stockport, engineer, one share. Minimum cash sutscription, 
1,000 shares. ‘The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than seven; the first are Rev. С. Leteux, J. Gomersall, С. E. Turner, R. J. 
Nicholson (managing director, and two others to be appointed by the com- 
pany; «qualification, £25; remuneration (except managing director) as fixed by 


p дА Registered оћсе, 5, Bank Street, Hemsworth, near Wakefleld, 
Orks. 


Seale, Austen & Barnes, Ltd. (78,734).—This company was 
registered on October fith, with a capital of £15,000 in £1 shares, to acquire as 
going concerns (1) the business of ironmongers now carried on at Tonbridge by 
H. Seale and J. C. Austen as “Seale & Austen”; (2) the business of electrical 
cngineers and dealers in electrical fittings and machinery carried on at Ton- 
bridge by H, Seale, J. C. Austen and L. E. Bowden, also аз ~“ Seale & Austen“; 
апа (3) the business of builders and general ironmongers, smiths and oil and 
colour merchants, carried on at Tonbridge by W. Barnes, A. C. Barnes and 
H. C. Barnes, as Case & Barnes," and to carry on the said businesses and any 
other incidental or auxiliary thereto. The first subscribers are: J. Lees, 4, 
The Terrace, ‘Tonbridge, water works manager, with 50 shares; W. Batchelor, 
17, Lavender Hill, Tonbridge, clerk, with 50 shares; Е. Н. Spanner, 28a, Had- 
low Road, Tonbridge, clerk, with one share each; W. N. Neve, Cornwall House, 
Tonbridge, clerk, with five shares; F. S. D. Neve, 1, Bank Street, Tonbridge, 
auctioneer, with 60 shares; R. H. Hollands, 18, St, Mary's Road; Tonbridge, 
secretary, with 10 shares; and H. W. Peach, 55, Pembury Road, Tonbridge, 
solicitor, with 10 shares. No initial public issue. The number of directors is 
not to be less than four nor more than seven: the first are J. Lees, W. Batche- 
lor, F. H. Spanner, W. N. Neve, F. S. D. Neve, R. H. Hollands and H. W. 
Peach. On completion of purchase agreement, H. Seale, J. C. Austen 
(managing director), W. Barnes and A. C. Barnes, shall become directors; 
qualitication, £100; remuneration, one guinea each per board meeting attended. 


Registered office, 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
(. 0. 2).— Issue on September 9th of £11,085 debentures, part of series created 
January 80th, 1898, to secure an amount not excceding half the company’s paid 
up capital. Property charged :—The company's undertaking and property, 

resent and future, except uncalled and unpaid capital, No trustees, 
reviously issued of same series, £50,000, 


Woodhouse and Mitchell, Ltd., electrical and general engi- 
neers, Brighouse (74,964).—Issue on September llth of £2,800 debentures, part 
of series created March 18th, 1903, to secure £15,000, charged on the шр 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. No 
trustees. Previously issued of same series, £1,000. 


Geneva Tramways Co., Ltd. (72,0%1).—A trust deed dated 
August 26th, 1903, to secure £20,000 5 per cent. debentures created by resolution 
of August 20th, ranking in priority to original debentures for £850,000, have 
been registered. Property charged :—-49,910 shares of 100 fr. each, 30,000 shares 
of 500 fr. each, and 12,000 founders’ certificates in La Compngnie Genevoise des 
Tramways Electriques, and any other property for the time being representing 
the same or attributable thereto. Trustees: London Trust Co., Ltd., 87, 
Lombard Street, E.C. 


Í 
Anglo-Portuguese Telephone Co., Ltd. (24,545).—Issue on 
September 14th of £3,000 second debentures, part of series created March 21st, 
1890, to secure £40,000, charged on the company’s undertaking and property, 
resent and future, subject to prior debentures for £10,000. No trustece. 
reviously issued of same series: £17,600. 


Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd. (6.338 C).— Issue, on Septemter 
25th, of £10,000 debenture stock, being the whole of series created Beptember 
23rd, 1908. Property charged: The company's undertaking and revenue. 
Holder: F. R. de Levanté, 141, Hill Street, Peckham, B.E.  Debenture stock 
previously issued: £1,839,120. 


Buenos Ayres Electric Tramways Co. (1901). Ltd. (71,206). 
An acknowledgment of indebtedness, dated September 8th, 1908, to secure 
£15,000 debenture stock, ranking pari passu with £185,000 debenture stock pre- 
viously issued under a trust deed dated June 8th, 1908 (completing total autho- 
rised issue of £200,000), has been registered. Property charged (specifically): 
Ce tramway concessions, freehold land, and other property and rights, 
(As a floating security): The company’s undertaking and property, present and 
future, including unoalled capital. Trustees: W. Greenwell, 2, Finch Lane, 

.C.; F. ©. Tiarks, 145, Leadenhall Street, E.C.; and T. C. White, Bank 
Chambers, 2, Cockspur Street, W. 


Newmarket Electric Light Co., Ltd. (44,450).—Issue, on 
September 21st, of £800 first mortgage debentures, part of series created 
October 16th, 1899, to secure £15,000, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. ustees, С.Н, 
Verrall, Newmarket: and F. E. Gripper, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, West- 
minster. Previously issued of same series: 41g, 100. 


Ingleton Electric Lighting and Power Co., Ltd. (60,796).— 
This company's annual return, made up to March 30th, was filed on August 
llth. The capital is £4,000 in £1 shares, 8,175 of which have been taken up 
and paid for in full. Mortgages and charges: £2,600. 


Metals Corporation, Ltd. (70,569).—This company's annual 
return was filed on October 5th, when 17,007 shares had been taken up out of a 
nominal capital of £25,000 in £1 shares. £1 per share has been called up on 
2,007 shares, resulting in the receipt of £2,000; £7 remains in arrears; £15,000 
is considered as paid on £15,000 thares; no mortgages or charges. 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY ACCOUNTS. 


Tun Hull Tramways Department bas some- 


Hull and what improved on the excellent results of last 

Glasgow year. About a mile of route has been added, 
Municipal and 75,000 more car-miles run; the average 
Tramways. receipts and operating expenses are both rather 


higher than last year, although the percentage 
of working expenses to gross receipts is reduced. The progress of 
the undertaking since the electrification will be gathered from the 
following figures : — 


Miles Average Percentage 
Period of Passengers | receipts from working | Car- 
ending. | route carried. fares per expenses to mileage. 
open. car-mile, gross receipts. | 
1900 ... | 4 6,218,971 10:85d. 39 72 573,420 
1901 ... 10 17,264,013 10:48d. 44°44 ‚ 1,647,026 
1902 ... | 10 , 21,065,999 9:49d. 53 42 ‚ 2,218,696 
1903... ' 11 | 22,062,703 9:57d. 62:56 
| 


| 2,293,232 


— ——— 


The Glasgow tramways department has added some 13 miles of 
route to its system during the past year, and still retains its lead on 
Liverpool for first position. The progress of this undertaking 
during the last eight years will be gathered from the following 
table :— 


— - 


Average | Lines open | | 


ГОА 


j cars and ſor traffle as 
1 ‘buses. at May 31st Mileage. Passengers Receipts. per 
y (1€-hour (measured as. ео. . mile. 
day.) single track). | | | 
| | iy WERE NN 
1898-1899 806:85 81: 9,071,640 | 118,775,668 £498,128 11-464. 
1599-1900 316:96 : N 9,657,429 127,628,481 £464,787 115га. 
1900-1901 322˙02 88 9,847,545 132,557,724 £484,873 1024. 
1901-1902 365°41 1034 19,015,021 | 168,678,190 : £619,826 | 11:662. 
1902-1903 899-08 130 


14,008,750 177, 179,649 e | 11-194. 


Both undertakings possess their own power plants, the Glasgow 
plant comprising some 11,200 Kw., and the Hull one, 1,200 xw. Мг. 
W. J. McCombe is the tramways manager, and Mr. J. Wilkinson 
the engineer at the latter city. Mr. John Young is the general 
manager for the Glasgow undertaking. 
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ANALYSIS OF WORKING EXPENSES РЕВ Can-MirE. 


— À— 9 — 


— Hull. | Glasgow. 

Year ending ... wes А 1903. 1902. 13903. 
Traffic expenses, including 

wages of employ és, car-shed | | 

expenses, tickets and uniforms | 2:164. 320d. | 302d. 
Electrical energy re ii 77d. 41d. ‘36d. 
Management and general ex- 

penses, including salaries, | 

printing, stationery, insur- \ 

ance, law and sundry pus 32d. 42d. 39d. 
Rent, rates and taxes ... -— 71d. 45а. | 36d. 

Repairs and Maintenance. 
Track... e | ee 114. 28d. 30. 
Overhead equipment fes € '12d. 10d. 10d. 
Rolling stock ... - pi 81d. 33d. 47d. 
Generating plant ° ... 10d. 02d. | ‘ова. 
Buildings, workshop and sundry 03d. Od. 10d. 
— ————— 

Total working expenses 513d. | 5:308. | 5214. 
Percentage of working expenses 

to receipts, 1908 52:56 X, 46:35 ©, 


The working expenses are in both cases, among the lowest in the 
kingdom; in the case of Hull, the higher power costs, amounting 
to 77d. per car-mile compared with ‘36d. at Glasgow, place the 
former town at a disadvantage. The outputs in the two cases 
are two and thirteen million units respectitely. In the case of 
both the above cities, the tramways departments supplied the light- 
ing departments with energy during the past winter, Hull supply- 
ing 46,193, and Glasgow 150,000 units. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


— | Hull. Glasgow. 

For 12 months ending Те March, 1903 May, 1903 
Length of route —- 11 
Total length of track T 22 | 5 
Number of cara in use ipa; 64 399'8 
Car-miles run. ; — 2,293,282 14,008,750 
Passengers carried per annum | 22,062,703 177, 179, 049 
Capital expenditure to date £310,551 | £2 754, 855 
Traffic receipts ‘int Mus | £91,492 £653, 200 
Total receipts... Е £92,343 £650,572 
Working expenses £48,939 £301, ‚315 

‚ Gross profit £13,404 £352 ‚257 
Income per car- mile. А 9:65d. | ^H 25d. 
Working expenses per car-mile 5:134. p 5:21d. 
Interest and sinking fund per 1:91d. | 1:87d. 

car-mile | | 

Total expenses per car-mile .. 704d | 708d. 
Profit or loss. 27774. | 4174. 
Cost offenergy per car-mile... '86d. 35d. 
Average fare per passenger 1:00d. | 88d. 

i charged per mile — | 45d. 

. 3 UE decia 

Revenue per mile of route. £8, 395 | £9,655 
Ex penditure per mile of route | £4,449 £4,475 
Total number of unite used... | — 2,057,215 13,168,975 
Units used per car- mile 90 '04 


The above comparison reflects very creditably on the results 
achieved by the Hull undertaking, which are perhaps better than 
those of Glasgow, with its far greater possibilities, and a record of 
ficient working in previous years. 


PROPIT STATEMENTS. 


Hull. Glasgow. 

To interest on loans £9,083 61,072 

To sinking fund ... ja 9,147 ` 43,294 
To Govan and Ibrox Tramways, | 

interest and sinking fund — 45,959 

To balance on year's working 26,174 212,832 

Gross profit ... £43,404 £352,257 


After meeting working expenses the Hull department earned a 
gross profit of £43,404, and a sum of £13,000, being the balance 
from 1902, was brought forward in addition. 'The latter sum was 
subsequently allocated to the relief of the rates; financiel charges 
absorbed £18,230; а sum of £10,674 was added to the reserve fund, 
bringing it up to £36,573, and leaving a balance of £14,500 in hand. 
Let us hope the department will crown a successful year by creating 
a much-needed depreciation fund. 

For purposes of comparison, the Glasgow statement of accounts 
is rearranged. After meeting actual working expenses and financial 


charges, a sum of £242,832 remains. Out of this the department 
allocates for permanent way renewal, £450 per mile of single track, 
or £53,516 ; to depreciation of equipment, buildings, &c., a sum of 
£74,039; also & further sum of £65,000 in writing down various 
items in the capital expenditure account which are considered too 
high; making a total of £192,565, or 7 per cent. on the capital 
expended, for depreciation and track renewals. Payments to the 
common good absorb £25,000, and £25,277 is added to the general 
reserve fund which, however, owing to withdrawals, only amounts 
to £21,134. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


TRE returns of the Lynn electrical under- 


King’s Lynn taking show considerable improvement over 


Corporation those of last year. The year's working has 
Electric resulted in a deficit of only £48 as compared 
Supply. with £790 in the previous year, and, if the 


present rate of increase in output is maintained, 
a balance on the right side is within measurable distance. 

The department is cultivating a power load and some 25 motors 
of 109 н.р. are connected. 

The prices charged are: for private lighting, 5d. and 42d. per 
unit on a flat rate; power, 3d. for the first hour per day and lid. 
per unit after. The plant consists of a combined gas and steam 
generating station, the later additiuns being steam. The electrical 
engineer is Mr. J. Pilling. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year onding March 31st— 1902. 1903, Inc. 
Total capital expended ^. 443,434 £45,081 £1,647 
Number of unita generated — 

Private lighting 93,274 117,499 24,225 
Motors — 25,715 — 

Public lighting 193,405 179,961 —13, 444 

Total 286,679 323,175 36,496 

Equiv. No. of 8-0. p. lamps connected 14,220 17,482 3,262 


Number of public lamps .. 452 pairs ine. 448 pairs ine. — 


22 атс. 19 Nernst 22 arc. 
Maximum load in кү. ... tes 210 250 40 
Revenue Account— 
Gross revenue T s. 44, 220 45, 690 £1,470 
» expenditure £2,335 £2,826 £511 
11 profit 155 41, 885 42,864 £979 
Average price per unit obtained 
Pri vate lighting ves 4°76d. 4 89d. 13d. 
Public i 2:06d. 2:32d. 26d. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 1903. 
Gross, Per unit. 
Sale of energy ii iss ir vr „ 4,630 344d. 
Meter rents. 128 ‘09d. 
Sale and repairs of lamps... 932 69d. 
Gross revenue isi .. £5,690 422d. 
WORKING EXPENSES. 
Year ending March 81st— 1903. 1902. 
Gross, Per unit. Per unit. 
Coal and other fuel ... T £636 47d. 59d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room 
stores 35 03d. 094. 
Wages incnrred in generation and 
distribution ds ise 508 38d. 44d. 
Repairs and maintenance of ma- 
chinery, plant,and buildings ... 209 15d. 144. 
Works and distribution costs ... £1,388 1 03d. 1°264. 
Street lamps, attendance, ч 
renewals ... Vs oes m 228 174. 21d. 
Rent, rates and taxes isi 179 13d. 14d. 
Management expenses, salaries of 
engineers, and clerical staff, 
general establishment charges, 
stationery, ри, and insur- 
ance 4 394 29d. 34d. 
Works costs £2,189 1:62d. 195d. 
As а result of the decreased working expenses and improved 


revenue, the department earned a gross profit of £2,864, which was, 
however, insufficient to meet the financial charges by the sum of 
£48, which, added to previous amounts, makes a total deficit of 
£2,024. 

PROFIT STATEMENT. 


To interest on loans ... idt n oo. £1,332 
» Sinking fund 992 ЕЯ Pus 1,580 
Debit balance on year's working wag aes — 48 


Gross profit T T б * £2,864 
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CITY NOTES. 


Electrolytic Alkali Co. 


THE annual meeting was held at Liverpool on 8th inst. Mr. С.С. 
Connor, who presided, said the smallness of profit for the past year 
was accounted for by the conflict between foreign and English 
manufacturers of bleaching powder, resulting in a great depression 
of prices. He regretted, says a financial contemporary, tbat the 
results shown were not more satisfactory. The results, on the other 
hand, did not show any loss of capital, and on that circumstance 
they must be congratulated, considering the state of business. The 
small profit made was due to causes over which tbe directors had no 
control. From the beginning of the current year, and probably 
during the greater part of last December, they had very low prices 
for their bleaching powder in the market. The price which ruled 
now was probably below the cost of production, and, therefore, 
there were very good reasons for anticipating a rise in price. So 
far as the company was concerned, the directors were taking every 
precautioniin establishing improvements, pointing to greater economy 
in production, and even if prices should not rise, they should cer- 
tainly not lose any money, and in all probability they would show a 
better profit next year. 

The report was adopted. 

It was also resolved that the vacancies on the directorate caused 
by the retirement of Messrs. J. A. Morice and William Thomson be 
not filled, and that the number of directors be reduced to six. 


South Lancashire Electrie Traction and 
Power Co. 


A MEETING of stockholders was held at Liverpool on Wednesday last 
week to consider the scheme, for the reconstruction of the capital 
of the company, which had been submitted by the board. The 
scheme proposes that the present 43 per cent. first mortgage deben- 
ture stock sball be converted into 54 per cent. second mortgage 
debenture stock, each holder receiving asa bonus an amount of fully 
paid up ordinary shares in the company equal to 20 per cent. of 
his holding in debenture stock, and a new terminable first mort- 
gage debenture stock to be issued under the borrowing powers of 
the company to provide money for continving the construction of 
the tramways; the iseue of each class of debenture stock to be 
limited to £600,000, and no borrowed capital beyond these limits 
to rank in priority to, or pari passu with, the proposed second mort- 
gage debenture stock, without the consent of the holders, given 
by extraordinary resolution passed at a general meeting of such 
holders. i 
The resolutions were adopted. 


Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co. 


TEE directors’ report for the half-year ending June 30th, 1903, to 
be presented at the meeting on October 21st, says that the total 
receipte of the six months were £19,325 17s. 11d., while the ex- 
penses amounted to £6,066 88. 4d., leaving a balance of £13,259 
9». 7d., to which has to be added 46.477 188. 8d. brought forward 
from last account, giving a total of £19,737 8s. 3d. to be dealt with. 
The sum of £5,000 has been added to the reserve fund, which now 
stands at £150,000. The dividend on the preference shares will 
absorb £3,000, and leave £11,737 88. 3d., out of which the directors 
recommend the payment of a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum and a bonus of 2s. per sbare on the ordinary shares, both 
free of income-tax ; the balance, £6,137 88. 3d., being carried for- 
ward to the current half-year. The cables have continued in good 
working order since the date of the last report, with the exception 
of the Casilda-Tunas section, which was interrupted for a short 
time owing to damage by a ship's anchor. The company’s claim 
against the United States Government for reimbursement of the 
cost of repairing the cables cut during the Spanish-American war 
is still unsettled, but the board are hopeful that His Majesty’s 
representative at Washington will, before long, obtain a eatisfactory 
settlement. The matter of the payment of the subsidy of £2,000 
per annum in respect of the coast cables, with the arrears from 
January, 1899, ів still onder the consideration of the Cuban Govern- 
ment, and a favourable settlement is expected. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—^A pplications have been made 
to the Committee to appoirt a special settling day in and to grant 
a quotation to:—London United Tramways (1901), Ltd.— Furtber 
issue of £206,000 4 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock. The 
Committee has appointed a special settling day as under :— Wednes- 
day, October 21st: Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd.— 
50,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of 41 each, Nos. 1 
to 50,000, and has ordered ваше to be quoted in the Official List. 


Indo-European Telegraph Со. — The board have 
declared an interim dividend for the half-year ended June 30th 
last at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


\ Wednesday Evening. 
Brock Exchange paradoxes, like the poor, are always with us, but 
it is not often that so curious a contradiction exists as may now be 
seen between the state of the money market and that of business in 
the House. All talk of a 5 per cent. Bank rate bas hushed, and in 
spite of a particularly harassing settlement, the Stock Exchange is 
finding surplus cash a positive drug in the markets. But—and here 
the paradox appears— business is no more stimulated by this supply 
than are prices. The latter move up a little one day only to be 
depressed tbe next, and the torrent of liquidation that has formed a 
feature during the past week did not leave the electrical depart- 
ments untouched. In tbe numerous instances throughout our lists 
where quotations are officially unchanged on, balance, it is mostly 
very difficult to eell shares at anything over the lowest-mentioned 
price, whereas in the ordinary way, of course, those who want to 
realise expect to get something better than that. The present are 
excellent markets in which to buy, but to those who wish to sell 
conditions are far from satisfactory, and we should be sorry to 
advise sales just now. On the contrary, Electricity Supply shares 
of the best class may be considered decidedly cheap, and a selection 
from this list will turn out well in the near future, without a 
doubt. 

Of the more active shares, both the Brompton and Kensington 
varieties are dull, the Preference more especially, and City of 
London Ordinary have lost 1, being about as vulnerable an electrical 
share as cau be found in regard to outeide influences. South 
Londons are 10s. easier, losing not only their 4 improvement of 
last week, but a further similar fraction into the bargain. 
“Jimmies” remain dull, and there are a few falls in the prior 
charges. County 44 per cent. Debenture stows the principal lose, 
being 2 points down. The only variation of the monotony of 
dulness is furnished by Charing Cross and Strand Ordinary, 
which at 9} have recovered the fraction lost a week ago. 

To show how good a field for securing profitable investments is 
now presented by the supply section, a few examples of the yields 
obtainable upon the shares may be of interest. Charing Cross 
Ordinary pay the purchaser 54 per cent. on his money, Westminsters 
41, City of London and County of London both nearly 4j, and St. 
James's a little less. Metropolitans pay about 313 per cent., 
Edmundsons around 5, and Bromptons 3°. From these figures, 
reckoned at the present low prices of the shares, it will be observed 
that at least 44 per cent. is obtainable upon investments as sound as 
may be found amongst industrial undeitakinge. 

Telegraph stocks and shares have suffered very slightly from the 
surrounding slump. A sarcastic member of the market said he con- 
sidered the attempt to lay the responsibility of the awful weather 
at the doorof Signor Marconi wasa subtle point in favour of telegraph 
securities. Not even the hampering of the companies by the storms 
and gales of the past week or so has been used as an excure for 
depressing prices in this department, and the only quotable decline 
is one of } in the speculative Anglo “A” stock. This fal] is more 
than balanced by an advance of 108. in Cuba Telegraph shares. It's 
an ill wind that profits nobody, and some people profess that the 
unsettlement produced by the fiscal controversy should benefit 
telegraph investments by keeping the wires actively employed upon. 
political speeches and commenta thereon, which are of world-wide 
interest at the present time. British Insulated shares mark a small 
fall. 

The telephone issues are again weaker, and the drop in National 
Deferred has proceeded another pair of points. It is feared that 
the gales may have eeverely injured some of the company's lines, 
but this maleficence would probably not be thought about in more 
normal times. Orientals shed , upon the attempted sale of a few 
shares in a restricted market. 

City and South London Ordinary is down to 55, a fall of 2 per 
cent.; no support being accorded to the stock, which at the present 
quotation will pay £5 13s. to the buyer upon the basis of the divi- 
dends of the last two half-years. Central Londons are unaltered, 
but Metropolitans and Districts continue weak. British Electric 
Traction Preference have given way 5s., and the Debenture stock 
at 1214 is 2 down, although there have been several buyera about 
during the last day or two. The Ordinary are being preased for 
sale, and have lost 10s. London United Traroways Pre- 


ference are steady at 11:, and Metropolitan Electric Tramway Pre- 
ference are ? to 1. British Columbia Electric Railway issues 
receive a litile attention, and the prices continue to gradually 
harden. The Deferred and Preferred stocks stand at 844 
and 934 respectively, while the 5 per cent. Preference shares 
are 10}, and the 44 per cent. First Mortgage Debentures, of 
£40 eacn, command a premium of £5 per cent. 

Amongst misceilaneous shares, British Westinghouse Preference 
bave improved to 54, Willans & Robinson are 6, and Babcock and 
Wilcox abares 28. There is no change to report in the prices of 
manufacturing shares quoted on the succeeding pages. 


ра 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Closing Closing Business done 
Present | or Dividends for the last : week ended 
| NAMB, Quotations Quotations 
Ішсе. ж el three years. Oct. 7th. Oct. 14th. Oct. 1ith, 
1900. | 1901, | 1902. Highest Lowest 
91,100 ткан оозе табаар ‚ 4 % Debs. э M РА s .. | 100 s 2% е 98 —102 98 —102 m * 
35,000 | Amason Telegraph *s shares, Nos. 1 to 95,000 x n s 10 Я a 2— 3% 84 са 
119,700 до. 5 % Debe., Nos. 1 to 1.350 Red. ee ee ee 100 oe ee 70 — 80 70 — 80 s ee 
988,840 Anglo-American Telegraph A P is ee "m .. | Stock 84 618. 45 — 48 45 — 48 » 
580 Do. do. do. 6 Prei. é. 85 КА ЖЕ .. | Stock | б 6 96 Р 91 — 93 91 — 98 93 91 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. Deferred ee ry) ee ее LE Stock 58. 28. 1 5 11 — 8 7 йал. a 18 13 
4,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1$044000 .. .. .. .. ee . 5 5 5 % 4 5 4 . .. 
18,888,800$ | Commercial Cable = .. | $100 8 8 8% 145 —155 xd | 145 —155 “a 
1,841,209 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb, Stock Red. ә .. | Stock ae pe x 90 — 98 xd 90 — 93 f 
16,000 n „ жы C$ аю ß ee жер 0 44% | 4% | 6% 7 — 8 74— 83 
6,000 Do. 10 W Pref, ee ese ee ee ee ee ee 10 ee ee es а 175 164— 17 ee 
Divert Spanish Telegraph ee ee eo ee е b 4 96 4 96 4 96 84 xd 2 
6,000 do. 09 Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee б ee ee ee 7 тте: 8 ха 7 = 8 ee 
80,000 De do. s Ж 2 A de 50 e s a 98 —102 98 —102 % si ak 
60,7103 | Direct United States ‘Cable 20 8196 8196 83% 10$ — 10} 101 — 103 103 10% 
81,800 | Direct West India Cable, 80052 Reg. Deb, within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. 100 ve - z 98 —101 98 —101 .. oe 
4000000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. S i "s ..|B8tock | 7% 7 96 q 96 124 —129 124 —129 126 1241 
Do. 834 Ser Stock se.. ..| 100 "a ue $ 90 — 93 90 — 93 913 
p pee g e, M EM vy 1 та | EMEN 
U a, an Tele b ee ео р 1 aN 2 18 
— 0002 4 % Deb, Stock сэр Btok | . |. |.” 104 107 104 —107 ak ря 
800,000 Eastern & South African Tale 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 | 100 © к vs 99 —102 99 —1C2 Үр 85 
жоош | Do, до. &% Reg Reg. Mort, Debe. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 | 35 i . .. | 100 —108 % | 100—103 % | .. i 
180227 | Globe Telegraph and e me 2 Ин 10 5196 5196 - 81— 9 9 8$ 
190,043 Do. do. 6 V Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 10 ee 22 ppt 127— 13 12 — 1 
160,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhag 10 16% |15 % | 124% 224 — 234 — 224 
62,5001 { Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 44 % 1st "Mort, M Nos. ) 10 .. " os 99 —102 99 —102 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph eo. | 25 |10% 11095, | 10% | 87 — 40 87 — 40 
100,0003 | London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 96 Debe * xis vs . 100 "M E 98 —102 98 —102 5 
1,958,888 | National shal Pa Pref. Stock .. HH T ae oe ..| 100 5 96 5% 6 % 99 —101 99 —101 1 99 
1,966,667 Do, Def. Stock on si 18 s ..| 100 a Mk 44% 14 — 76 72 — 14 1 72 
15,000 do. 6 Cum. 1st Pret. ee ee ee ee ee 10 6 6% 6% 18 — 14 18 — 14 ee ee 
15,000 Do. do, 6 % Cum. 2nd Pref. .. ee Ж 10 6 6 6% 13 — 14 13 — 14 s 
3,980,000 Do. do. b Non-ecum. Brd. ке, 1 to 250,000 we oe 5 b b b % 1i— 54 1í— 53 өте 
000,000 Do. do. 8 Deb. Stock Red ee ..| Stock | 84 84 34% 93 — 95 93 — 95 0 ёа 
ро. до. Deb. Stock Red. $a E 100 4 4 4% 101 —108 101 —103 102 1013 
171,804 | Oriental Telephone ы Elec. Nos. 1 to 171,604, шу paid 1 6 6 6% "m 44 í— 1 i e 
100,0003 Pacific and European тен 4 % Guar. Debs., to 1,000 ee ee 100 ee pi oe: —100 97 —100 ° 
11,889 Reuter's ee ee ee ee ее ee ee 8 5 96 5 96 s 64— 7% 
Submarine Cables Trust a Е 2 m "e .. | Cort, sé vs i 116 —121 116 —121 sé 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone ES 5 7 96 7 96 1 6 m m 
40,000 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pret. Nos. 1 to 40,000 @e 5 ee ee ‘ee 4 2 52 4 5 ee eo 
19,9411 Do. do. 5 % De ee ee ee Stock ee ee eo 104 —107 104 —107 ee eo 
15,009 West African Telegraph, Shares 10 ee ee 2% 5 — 6 5 — 6 ee ee 
150000: | West Coast of America, 4% Debs., 1 to 1,500 guar. Љу Bras. Sub. Tel. | 100 T oe oe 95 — 98 95 — 98 T T 
967,980 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nos. 1 to 207,930 „ ae „0 71% | 7% T 12 — 124 12 — 124 125 194 
15,0001 Do. Debs. 904 series, 1906 .. .. 100 n Кя кй 100 —108 100 —103 P 
400, Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 100 ., 
88,991 | West India and Panama eleze e ame эз 10 i96 a " p Д per 9 ss us 
54,568 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. ist Pret. ee ee 10 ee е 7 аі = 6 6 oe 
4,009 Do, do, do. 6 Cum. 2nd Pref. е ee 10 ee ee ee 81— 4 34 — 43 ee 
88,0007 Do, do, do, 6 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 100 ee se er 98 —101 98 —101 ws 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. . ee ee ee 10 ee ee ee 8 — 4 8 — 4 ee ee 
800,000 | Do. do, 6% 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red. 6. о. | Stock - e is 83 — 87 83 — 87 ie si 
100,000 | British Electrio Traction v ёе vé es 10 9% 9% 8 96 121 — 121 11— 124 123, 1 
100,000 Do. do, T Cum. Pref. ee ee 10 ee ee ee 114— 12 lii— 112 11 11 
900,000 | Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Btock e 0 | Btock 22 is s 122 —125 120 —123 122 
100,000 | British Insulated and ha bun ана a we 9 8 | 6 16% 109% |10% Ha 7 6 — 91 a $2 
100,000 DS do. i жес к 5 he к: с. bi 51— is н 
— perde кы * Co ы Jet Mort ‘eb: Red... . ee ee ee ru 8 . Nil ee 102 ag 103 —106 1044 108} 
ee ee ee ee ee м, a ee ео 
60,000 M ву 6 % Cum. Pref. .9 ee ee ее £1 6 6% 2 1000 vo 160 1 [6 tol l ee ee 
105,781 Brush "Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 106,781.. .. .. 2, а b Nil Nil i- 1 i— 1 $4 5 
160,000 Do. 45 Non- eum. 6 Pref. is 23 3 6 8 96 6% 1— 1 1— 1 we T 
126,000 ро. 44 4 рер. eb. Stock ee ee Stock _ ee ee ee 97 —100 97 —100 ee [37 
125,0001 Do. 75 4 Регр. ind Deb, Stock ee ee Stock ae ee ee 85 — 90 85 — 90 ee ee 
85,000 | Callender's Cable Construction shares eO .œ.] -5 |15% |9095 |15% 114— 12 114— 124 i " 
40,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. ee b ee ee ee 5 T bi 53 ee 
90,000 Do. do. do. 43 ^ lst MUN Deb. Stock Red, .. | Stock 8% Ре 82 106 —110 106 —110 T vs 
1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stoc oe eee | Stock - 4 4% | 91— 97 94 — 97 953 
494,096 Do. do. 4% Pref. "Block 5% се es .. | Stock ee 4 4% 99 —102 99 —102 Дд 
494,998 Do. do. Det. do. ee ee ee ee ee Stock ee 4 4 % 99 —102 99 —102 
1,880,000 | City and South London Railway .. .. « co ee ee | Stock | 1 2 83% 66 — 58 54 — 56 573 
E. rn Mo ha Debs., 1 to 900 of £100, and | e ns * iu enis. Mu. » 
А o g. De o ‚ап ex — 
колон | $01 to 11,000 of £50 red. ө . — E и 100 —104 . . 
99,261 & Swan United Elec. Light, A“ shares, £8 paid, 1 to 90,261 b o6 Nil T 0 — i 0 — ue > 
17,139 ро. до. "A" shares, 01—017,189.. .. 5 % Nil .. 14— 2 14— T T 
541,098] Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 100 ee ee ee 72 — 77 72 — 77 oe ee 
100,000 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Cert, all pd. 100 a б» ex 76 — 81 xd 76 — 81 si = 
112,100 Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 P „ өя 2 6% | 6% | 6% al- 11 1— 17 б ea 
31,800 | Do. 7 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 l 2 is ja js 8 2— 3 © ес 
0500 | Do. do: Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stor .. . Btock 6 * N 97 —100 97 —100 z Hi 
25,000 өы Electric Co. а9 ), 5 % Cum. Pref. 2 Ze. зз 10 5% | 595, | 5% 94— 10 91— 10 bs 25 
300,000 do. Mort. Deb. ee ео ee ee Stock ee yu е 97 —100 xd 96 TA. 99 . ee 
85,000 Hanley s (W. T.) Telegraph orks, Ord. „ a ar. où 5 | 20 20 95 20 % 14 — 15 14 — 15 144 is 
86,000 Do. do. 4à % Pref. . o roi b 43 » "s 6 — 5 6 — 53 dd " 
$8,050 Do. do. 4$ Mort. Deb. Btock .. .. Stock | .. 5 £s 108 —112 108 —112 m ed 
60,000 | Indis-Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Werks 10 10% |10% |10% 184— 195 184— 194 184 ee 
p tLi 1 Overhead Railway, Ord. do, — 4X Ist Mort, Deb. 110 Bix, | 14% | 13% 10.102 НЕ аң Уз = 
* verpoo ee ee ee ee 7 47 1 ee eo 
10,000 do. way, Pref. £10 paid is "e EM i 10 T " б (101— 10} 105 — 103 и m 
57,860 | Telegra  Qonstruoiion and Maintenance 19 | 174% 19095 | 20% | BH — 37 34 — 87 86 84} 
150,0004 4 % Deb. Вав, "Nos. 1 101,500 Red. 1909 100 Vs » $ 100 —103 100 —108 oe В: 
£40,000 Waterloo & City Railway, Ord, Brock eo ее ee eo ee 100 8% 8 % 34% 93— 96 93 —- 96 ee ee 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock:Exchange. f Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Manchester Share List. 
LATEST PROCU)RABLE QUOTATIQNS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
National Electric Free; Wiring {—. Oldham, Ashton and Hyde Electric "ed ), Ord., 14 
Wiring i71 | Do. do, 2210 pd 1b 108, 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (September 8га. 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing Business done 
Present NAME, or 1 ое ша Quotations Quotations week ended 
: Sbare. three years, Oct. 7th. Oct. 14th. | Oct. 14th, 1908. 
t 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest.| Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord T 1 T se - i— íi i— i e .. 
190000 | B а Kensington Electtís Lig nar Stock, Prev. 27055 Sn бш К 8% | 8% 10 do 19 160 
rompton ot ight Sup., 1 to € oe 
50000 | Charing Crees and Strand El do. jsuis С Pat. s б | 93 lwog 103, | 8 E E m С 
А 068 an кап ectric upply sid we — 
‘70,000 bo, do. Cum. Pret. ee b oe ee ee — 81— 58 54 
40,000 Do. do. “ City Undertaking » Cum. Pref. ee Б ee ee °з 4— 5 = se 
greco *Ch 1 Y: trioi на ү Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ` ee ee 85 4 3, 44% 100206 104 —108 104 „ж 
$ elsea ес орр:у, ee oe ee ee ee ee — — oe 
MORS | City of Lond M trio Li Deb Sok A ios 1: . 10 % 1 ва 5 % 10 — 11 1104— 103 | 
9 ty 0 on on eo 0 ng, • , mx 7 ee ee 1 $— e 
40,000 Do. 6 Cum. et., 1 to 40, 000 ee ee 10 6 % ee ee 13 == 14 18 — 14 ee * 
400,000! Do. 5 Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid ee ee ee ae ‘ee ee 122 —127 122 —127 ee ° 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe., all paid . va 100 з i X. 102 —105 109 —105 104 s 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric Li hting, Ord. 1—40,000. А 10 4% 4% 4% 7— 5 7 it fs a 
90,000 Do. do. do. 6 Fora 40,001— 960,000. . 10 T ws si 11 12 11 12 oe 
40,000: Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock ae ee se ee ee ee ee oe 109 —112 107 —110 1093 eo 
ge Do. nc 10 05 ber 5 re 225 iw x ^d 1% T% T% 101 1 101 —10 67 e : 8 
, Bdmundson's trio Corporation, . Shares - i T 64— A 
80,000 Do. do. 69, Com. Pret, .. .. | .. x К 2 6ї— 63 — 62 d. 
; 3 and Knig ntebridge ectric, we 104— 0$— s ss 
90,000 Do. do. do. 4 % Debenture Stock ee Stock ee ee ee 101 101 xd 101 —104 ee ee 
110,000 | London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, Ord. . sa “в 8 s ss is 11— 12— 23 x- T 
49,840 Do. о. do. 6 % Pre af, b ee ee ee 52— 5 53 — 57 54 5 
100.000 | Metropolitan El л È 1 1 E 700,000 1ss Mori. Dah. ак 840 6% | 6% | 72% 1177 133 1175 — 18h 1 
„ etropolitan 8 upply, s $ , — . 
71,106 Do. 4 % Cum. Pref. 1—71, 106, £8 paid ae 5. ls is «s ae 34 x ice 
220, 0002 Do. zi Mort. Deb. Stock we ee Зб i 110 —114 110 —114 si E 
950,000 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Redl. | Stock 2x 97 —100 97 —100 T ee 
m eere ee i i D DUMP а d a BER | RR |: |: 
t. ames’ an ec С в ee ee oe ee е ec ее 
20,000 Do. do. do. 1 % Pref. 20,081 to 40,080 5 — 9 8 — ee 
150,0002 Do. do. do. 84 Deb. Stock Red ee 100 eo ee У 98 —101 97 —100 97 ее 
12,000 Smithfield Markets Electric Во ply, Ord еее ee ee es ee 5 ee es d b — 8 * 9 ee oe 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord. .. de ЕР ss se 5 in e | 4 — 3 vs T" 
80,000 | Urban Electric Supply, s s x ss s b is edt 4í— xd 4$— 53 i3 "t 
110000 | Westminster Eleotrio Bu] x d 5 б 10% | 104%" 12 % 14L 133 12— 15 18% 18A 
, estminster o Bupply, А T ee ee ee ee 1 — — i 
28,141 Do. do. 5% Cum. Pref. ee ee ее ee 6 ee ee ee 6 — 61 6 — 6 ee 
А | | 
* Subject to Founders Shares. f Unless otherwise stated al] shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday. October 14th. 
| es Week's yates Г 8 
CHEMICALS, &o. | Хама + Inc Ner са METALS, &c. (cont ved ie е: 
a Acid, Hydrochloric es S per cwt, 5/- | M | g Copper Sheet АР es . рег ton £68 £3 dec. 
в н Nie. as ae e per cwt, 22/- es | | g „ Rod. .. per ton £68 £3 dec. 
& un Oxalic:. we ae S per cwt. B2J- e ae (Electrolytic) Ba: ч ,. рег ton £65 | 
а „ Bulphurio .. as e per cwt. 5/6 e 9 а Sheets .. регїсп £75 
a Ammoniac, Bal »» S per cwt. 42/- е А " Rod .. perton | £67 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) ,. рег ton £83 10 xd | є E » H.C. Wire per lb. Sd. 
a ＋ .. per ton 490 * | f Ebonite Rod 5% "а . per lb. | 8/8 
a Bleaching pow der И .. per ton £4 10 * | 8 Sheet Ж . per lb. 8j- 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. S. per ton £15 T | n German Silver Wire PN .. per lb. | 1/6 
a Borax. ee .. per ton £13 - | h Gutta-percha fine .. T .. per lb. 8/- "e. 
a Benzole (90 % 5) T "e .. рег gal. T- Ж ee | h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. | 4/1to4/4 | Bad. dec. 
a (50/90 %) .. $5 .. per gal. 5/6 87 | | 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 | ie 
a Copper Sulphate .. s . per ton £20 | © tar Pig (Cleveland warrants) | per ton 13 6 1/74 dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate P * .. per ton 224 4 „ #Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 d 
a „ White Sugar ae .. per ton | £31 » | í ,, Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- 
a „ Peroxide МЗ * .. рег ton 0 10 ar | i , Wire, galvanised No. .. per ton £9 15 | ee 
a Methylated Spirit .. per gal, 2/6 X , , (£11 5 о Y | 2/6 to 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% at 160° C). per gal. 5/6 * | g Lead, English Ingot - .. per ton | £1176) | 5/ dec. 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. * | 0 Sheet : .. per ton #18 АЗ 
а - Caustic (75/809). Е .. рег ton | £24 | * | т Manganin Wire No, 28 . .. per lb. 8/- 
a 22 Bisulphate * .. per ton #85 | * | g Mercury $a per bot. £8 76 
a Shellac "- S per cwt. 188/- | T | d Mica (in original case 8) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 
a Sulphate of Magnesia T S. рег ton | £4 10 - d Ж 1 А medium per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 10 | С d + large .. per lb. 4/- to 7/9 
a " Recovered * .. per ton £5 10 | * p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. | 1/- to 1/24 
a * Lump а .. рег ton 45 ** р » rolled bars & rods per lb. 1/1 to 1/4 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 9 o .. per ton £10 15 T p " ae sheet per lb. From 1/2 
a „ Crystals А .. рег ton #8 | $5 0 Platinum y" в per oz. £4 
* Richromate, casks. . . per lb, | 24d. | , p Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb. 10d. to 1/- 
| | | i Steel, Magnet, acc’d’gtodesc’ р'п perton | £58 
METALS, &c. | 18 i in bars .. 2s £15 to £40 
; ( £118 to | : 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton | #130 А | g Tin, Block .. et .. per ton 1 £119 | 10/- ine, 
b - Wire, in ton lots. рег ton £168 Ba Nol >. éd * .. per lb, 1/6 
b She set, in ton lots .. per ton £166 A | n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. .. per lb. 1/6 
р Babbitt’ в metal ingots fa per ton £43 to £135 és p White Anti-fric tion Metals— 
с Brass (rolled metal 2” to 12”) basis per lb. та. | ds “White Ant” brand г per ton £42 to £65 
e „ Tube (brazed) .. per lb. Sid T j Yarns,2/10s Grey Cotton, on sp 18 per lb. Sd. 
€ „ » (solid drawn).. . per lb. 75d. xd. dec j „ 6 lea. Flax.. .. per 10. Баа. 
е „ Wire, basis.. aa S per lb. 73а, i E. 8 ply 10 Ibs. Russian .. per lb. 143. 
с Соррег Tubes (brazed) .. .. per lb. t41. td. dec. j jd 10 Ibs. Russian, single .. per lb. 44d. 
H „ (solid drawn) . per lb. 91, +d. dec, j ss 180 lbs. Jute rove per ton £11 * 
g Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton 468 £3 dcc. k Zinc, Sh't(Vieille Montagne bnd.) per ien £23 15 10/- dec. 
Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—u G. Boor & Co.; b ‘Lhe British Aiuminium Co., Ltiu.; € ‘hos. bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.: f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare; 


| ; h Edward Jill & Co.; i Bolling & Lowe; j Walter Н. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd. 


— " — — — 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Week | Receipts for Miles | Week | Receipts for . Miles 

Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. | Gren, Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. | open. 

i &* | &" 7 > PM яд, 4' | * 
Aberdeen ..  ..  ..|Oct. 10 1,140 +268 24.8. 0 + 8,511) 10| — | @ | (South Staffordshire. Oct. 2 | 1,066 +308 | 85,578 | + 6,268 21 | 3 
Birmingham . „„ 10 5,814 | «162 208,586 + 9,194 — | — | 9 | -втапвев.. .. „ 2 | 533 | + 87 | 20,606 + 1,716 | = 
Bournemouth .. „ 7 574 — == — |1@]— 8 STaunton., . ..| » 2! 86.1 + 27 2,469 — 197 +4 
perdiet ss iie < — — — — — 124 71711 g Tynemouth os | 4. 2, 3818 | — 4 13,006 4 8чу — 
Black poo » 8 677 | — 95 | 88,949 | — 245 — 3 eston -super - Mare. Sep. 90 | 112 | — 14 „508 — 472 +38 
Biaokbool and Fleetwood » 10 499 | — 29 | 18,408 | — 152| 72 — |Ù 5 Wolverhampton Dist., Oct. 2 402 | + 66 | 15,544 | + 7,180 1 +8 
Bolton „ 11 | 1,768 | +193 | 62,48 | + 6.918 25 | — | & |m Wrexham „ 1 147 — 886 — . 
Bradford .. 5% vx — — — — — 41 |+4 | œ | Yorks. Woollen Dist... a. 9 501 — 11,249 — 6 |— 
Brighton .. .. „„ 11| 857 — 1! 40977 — 63 — | $ Cardiff „ 10 2015 | +480 | 66,846 416,546 / 14 | — 
Bristol e 5,7 e| 9] 5013 | 442| — — |28" |— 8 | Chatham & District Co. » 8 6:9 | + 86| 21.802 +12,8% 853 | — 
. Burnley ‚| „ 10 826 4144 — — 73 — 8 Dover „ Маа. catchy we 10 295 | + 11| 9,316|+ 109 3 — 
[ Barnsley District ..| „ 2 190 — 1,165 — 4 | — Dublin „ 9| 4978 | +458 81,88 + 17 463 |+ ¢ 

Devonport e 2 532 | +182 | 17,989 | + 667 5, — |É Fast Ham. „, 10 +189 | 19,574 | + 5,922| 6 |+ 
, Dudley Btourbridge.. „ — 905 | +116 | 33,328 | + 8,285 1 — 8 Glasgow  .. ex P „ 10 14.091 |+1689 | 260,445 729,019 66 + i 
& Gateshead . 18 960 | + 91 33.233 + 4.708 | 10 |+ 2| © | Hull. we с... o£. 10 2,217 | + 84 | 51838 | + 9,580 11 к 1 
. Gravesend — Northfleet » 2 296 | + 99 9,629 + 850 — |4 Ilkeston са 5 " | т, 172 — — Een 4 i- 
$ Greenock—Pt.Glasgow „ 3 688 | + 52 21,650) + 1.692 74 — Isie of Thanet ..  .. ,, 10 474 | — 25 | 90,057 | — 1,501; 103 | — 
б Hartlepool  .. ..| „ 2 299 | + 67 10,801) + 503 +2 | 3 | Leeds ... „ 10| 5,428 | +595 | 159,467 4 10,000 41 — 
. Kidderminster .. ..| $4 2 131 | + 2| 5234|+ 186 43 — | Е |Liverpol .. .. „ З | 10,784 | +613 | 402,374 | 713,156 108 | — 
$Menhyr.. .. e| „ 2 212 | + 18| 7.553 — 225 8 | — | "Б | Manchester e... „„ 10 11.712 | 4 6290 E87 4 201,688 72 — 
gi Middleton oo 5|» 2 813 | + 45 | 12,995 + 1,610 8& | — | & Neweastle. „ 10 3.786 | +716) — — 17 — 
Oldbam—Asbton es » 2 595 | + 26 22,690 | + 1,524 8 | — & | Portsmouth 8 ..| „ 10 1, 708 | +264 = — 49 |— 
n Peterborough ee ee [T] 2 176 = | 5,881 — — э Salford oe ee es caca — c — ae 80 -— 
Poole ee ee ee 99 2 878 + 9 | 12,448 + 1,848 i = Southampton ee ee 3* 8 1,061 + 114 — — 9 — 
Potteries oo | » 2| 1,738 | + 99 6.718 + 8,307 — |, | Sunderiand „ 11 1,199 | + 29 96,806 + 1,864; 30 (+8 
Rothesay.. . w 2 1 + 76.484 + 1,619 — Central London Railway „, 10 6,601 | —854 | 91,140 — 4.556 6 | — 
Sheerness ee ө» | Вер. 80 71 — 2,387 = — Ону an and B. London Ry.“ „ 11 2549 | —600 | 87,823 | — 5.902 - 
Southport eo ве | Oct. 8 882 | +101 | 12,768| + 2,309. — and Lucan ту „„ 11 122 | + 9| 2.165 + 160 — 
Liverpool Overhead Ry. 11 | 1,562 | + 92 , 589 + 1,7591 6 | = 
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EXPERIMENTS FOR IMPROVING THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF PRACTICAL STANDARDS FOR 
ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS. 


(Read before Section A ) 


(Continued from page 599.) 


Since 1901 comparisons between Flat and the ma in standards 
of the Association have been made. Table IV. gives the observed 
values in ohms. | 


TABLE IV.— Values at 16° C. in terms of (1:01358 х Flat), assuming 


Flat unchanged. 
Year. Wolff, 1,690 Wolff, 780 | Wolff, 881 | Wolff, 147 
3 „ | 
1901 1 00012 1:00002 100014 99790 
1902 99995 99987 9009 25783 
1903 99995 99987 99999 99783 


| 
| 


The values of 1,69), 780, 381, and 147 diminish by 17, 15, 15, and 
7 times 10- ohms respectively in the interval 1901-1902. No. 147 
is known to be a variable coil of very low insulation resistance, and 
may be disregarded for the purpose of estimating the change in 
Flat. It is of interest as being a coil brought to Cambridge by Dr. 
Lindeck in 1892 and left with the secretary. 

Thus the apparent falls in value of 3.715, 264, 269, 270. 288, 289, 
1,690, 780, and 381 are respectively 017, 015, 020, 017, 017, 017, 
017, 015 and 015 per cent., giving a mean of 017 per cent. 

This justifies the assumption of a rise in resistance of B.A. Flat of 
017 per cent. in the period 1901-02. 

The following tables, V. and VI., are I. and II. revised. They 
take the change in Flat into account by means of corrections applied 
to ar ae of the years 1902 and 1903. The values given 
are for 16° О. 


TABLB V. (I. Revised). 
B.A.U. 


Тавгю VI. (II. Revised). 
Ohms. 


Constant Flat. Constant (1:01858 x Flat). 


— - —— 29 — = 


Year. Nilder, | Elliott, Elliott, Elliott, 
3.715 | 64 269 270 
—| — — 55 Ae res т en te Mesa ы зе 
1888 | +47 x10-5| -01 x 10 5.4 77 x 10 — — — — 
1890 —17 +113 +90 — — — — 
1801 = - m — 41)x105| . — — 
1893 + 108 + 92 — -- — — 
1894 — — — 17 * 10 — 97 x10 ^,-22 x10 5 
1897 — — — — — — — 
1898 +99 +69 17 + 9 —16 727 
1900 +92 +68 —17 + 28 - 59 +27 
1901 +92 +10 11 +28 —51 427 
31902 +78 + 59 17 +291 — 6 +27 
1908 +58 +59 17 — — 56 +27 


Tables VII. and VIII. being III. and IV., similarly revised, show. 
no marked change in any of the coils in tuose tables ex-epting 147. 


Tasua VII. (III. Revis d). 
Values at 16° C. 


(101858 x Flat.) 


— — — — — 


Elliott 2. 


Elliott 2°8. 
1897 —27 x 10-5 +7 x 10-5 
1898 — 27 +7 
1902-3 — 27 +7 
TABLE VIII. (IV. Revised). 
Year. , Wolff, 1,090. | Wolff, 780. ' Wolff, 381. Wolff, 147. 
| 
an 2 ас сЕ Е 
1901 100012 | 100002 | 100014 99790 
1992 ! 100012 100004 ; 100016 | +99800 
1903 ' 100012 1 00004 | 1:00016 | ‘93800 
| | | 


With reference to Tables V. and VI. the data for 1901-1903 show 
a rise of 008 per cent. for F, 034 per cent. for G, and ‘O11 percent. 
for H, indicating that they are certainly changing coils, the 
resistance for this period increasing with time. 

From the values recorded 3,715 and 270 we have evidence that 
Flat has probably remained constant for the period 1891-1901. 
Also we infer that 264 is not a coil showing very great changes. 

Between the years 1892 and 1898 the differences between Flat and 
the coils F, G and H alter by the amounts 018 per cent., 009 per 
cent, and 023 per cent. respectively. The dissimilarity of these 
percentage-differences is further evidence that the coils have 
changed emongst themselves in this period. Comparing the 
amounts with those of the period 1901-1903, they represent quite 
normal increments of resistance. The balance of evidence in con- 


sequence is in favour of the constancy of Flat over the period 1892- 
1898, and this constancy has therefore been assumed. 

A summarised statement of the platinum-silver coils of the 
Association will now be as follows: — 


TABLE IX —Showing the Percentage-increase in Resistance of B.A. 
Platinum-silver Coils from 1888. 


Coil | 1988 1600 | 1-01 | 192 1894 1897 | vene 1900 | 1901 | 1903 | 1909 
| 


— 14 ˖ ADD —ämä—ᷓ .. 


Fiat — xm MET | aae 5: — = sas — 017 017 
Ек] х= 064] — | 065 — — | 083: 094| -0c0| -007| -097 
Q — 11—021!) — “ЧИТ | — — — 08 |-— 001 — 001 018] 088 
H — — 013 — — 015 x: € *008, +0141! 007, ‘018] 018 
obs. 
8715 | — — — | — com- |; -- 0 0 0 0 0 
" m'noe 
obs. 
264 |: — — com- — — — 004 — 010 |—010 — 008] — 
m'noe b 
obs 
269 | — — — | оош |- 009; °022' 017) 019) 019 
De 
obs. 
270 | — — — — | com- | — 0 0 0 0 0 
m’ace b М 
obs. 
28R | — — — aa! com | 0 — — — 0 
(| mence | . 
(| obs, ) 
289 | — — — — — com 0 — — -- 0 
, i mence j Í 


It will be observed that a number of the coils are steadily rising 
in value. The insulation remains good. 


Temperature Coefficients of B.A. Coils, 


Some special observations have been made in order to obtain the 
temperature coefficients of the coils. These were carried out by 
keeping the standard coil constant and subjecting the tested coil to 
various temperatures for 12 or more hours so as to ensure no lag. 
It is interesting to note that the temperature coefficients of some 
of the coils are appreciably different from the old values of 1892. 


TASLB X.— Showing the old and new v1lues of the Temperature 
Coefficients of Various Coils. 


Temperature coefficient | Temperature coefficient 


| 
Coil. | ola value, per 1? C. new value, per 1? C. 
Flat | 000277 B. A. U. 000271 B. A. U. 

F 286 i 268 " 
G 274 „ 274 „ 
H 271 5 280 „ 
3,715 000260? obm 000307 obm 
264 312 „ 283 „ 
269 — 285 „ 
270 NUN 315 » 


Comparison of the Unit of Resistance Employed at the Reichsanstalt 
and that of the N. P. L. 


By the N.P.L, unit is meant the unit of resistance «s obtained 
from the old B.A. coile.* Assuming that all the changes have been 
successfully interpreted, the unit at present employed in the 
laboratory sbould be the same as that employed in the Cavendish 
Laboratory in 1898 and at Edinburgh in 1892. 

A comparison of the two units was rendered possib'e in the spring. 
Two Wolff coils, Nos. 780 and 738, of nominal values 1 ohm 
and 10 ohms respectively, were despatched to Germany last winter. 
Theic values were determined in Reichsanstalt unite (termed inter- 
national ohms) in Marcb, and the coils immediately returned to the 
laboratory. Unfortunately both coils fell in value two or three 
parts in the hundred-thousandth figure dorivg their journeyings. 
The values given in the table are those determined on their return. 

In addition, five new coila were received varying in value from 
voth to 10,000 ohms. These enabled a more complete comparison 
to be made. The laboratory value was deduced by building up 
from the unit, and also by direct comparison with coils of similar 


value. ‚ 


TaBUE XI.—Results of Measurements of various crils at the 
Ie ichsanstalt and at the Laboratory, March, 1903. 


Value Deduced Laboratory Value— 


Coil No. Laboratory Value from Reich-anstalt | Reichsanstalt Value. | 
at 17° C. Certifivate at 17° C. | Percentage Diff'r'noe. 
2 352 100007 099998 011 per cent. 
25,3 51 1 00011 1 00001 010 s , 
780 1:00001 99991 010 »" 
738 9:9994; 9:9985 0093 „ 
2,450 100 104 99 993 011 " 
2,449 1,000 06 999 96 010 „ 
2448 | 10,0009 9,999 8 011 „ 


It is evident from these observations that a difference of 010; per 
cent. exists, or that 


Resistance of Reichsans lt unit —R-eistance of Laboratory unit 
= 00010, ohm. А : : . (A) 


*1 N.P L. unit = 1:013508 B. A. U. 


| А | | д 
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Comparison of the Unit of Resistance Employed at the Board of 
Trade and that of the Laboratory. 


The com n of these two units is not so complete. Two 
platinum-silver units and one of manganin have been determined at 
both laboratories. The measurements taken at Teddington indicate 
that no change resulted during the journeyings of the coils. In 
addition, one 1,000-ohm coil (Nalder, 6,863), has been determined. 


TABLE XII.—Results of Measurements of Various Coils at the Board 
of. Trade Offices, and at the Laboratory, February and March, 1903. 


Tem Laborato Deduced Laborato 
Coll No. ture. | value.” B. O. F. value, value ВОЛ, 
Elliott, 270 | 160* C. 1:00006|  1:00010; | — '004, per cent. 
Elliott, 264 | 160° О. 100008] 1000145 — 006. „ 
Wolff, 381 160° О. 100015 1.000217 —'006, „ 
Nalder, 6,863 | 15:84° С. | 99913 999 ·15 — 


| 
-—————— ss 

The exact relationship between the B.O.T. unit and that of the 
laboratory is therefore still incomplete. It seems fairly certain 
however that — 


. Resistance of Laboratory unit—Resistance of B.O.T. unit 


= 00006 ohm, a difference of 006 per cent. * . (B) 
From the two relationships— 
Resistance of Reichsanstalt unit—Resistance of N.P.L. unit 
=°00010,; ohm. 
Resistance of Laboratory unit—Resistance of B.O.T unit 
= 00006 ohm, 
we have 
Resistance of Reichsanstalt unit — Resistance of B.O.T. unit 
= 00016; ohm, a difference of 016; per cent. A (0) ` 
The present values of the B.A. coils are as follows :— 
TABLE XIII. 

— —³ͤ — M MÀ — À—ÀÀ—— M —— MM — o a a a € 
Coil, Temperature. Resistance. Тешреғаіше G. 
Flat 16˙0˙ C. 100050 B. A. U. 000271 B. A. U. 

F 5 1:00083 „ 000268  ,, 
a i 99975 „ 000274 „, 

H n '09976 „ 000280 „ 
3,715 si 1:00050 ohm ‘000307 ohm 
269 i 1:00089 ,, 000285 „ 

270 Б 100006 „ 000315 „ 

288 i 10 0060 „ 00310 „ 

289 з 100026 „ 00266 „ 


The Wolff manganin coils of the Association are also given at 
16 O., with a temperature coefficient to be applied for small ranges 
of temperature only, since it is by no means a linear function. 


TABLE XIV. 
eee 
Coil. Temperature. Resistance. | Sepe d 
‚1,690 16 6° С. 1:00012 ohm | 00001 ohm 
780 » 100002 [T] 00001 » 
381° B 100016 „ : 00002 „ 
147 $ 99800 „ | 000015 „ 


* No. 881 is а manganin coil belonging to the Board of Trade. 


‚Ав has already been explained, the values are given in terms of 
the Laboratory unit, which represents 10° O.G 8 units of resistance 
as determined by Lord Rayleigh and Mr. Glasebrook at Cam- 
bridge ; it has been assumed that the inter-comparison of the coils 
enables that unit to be recovered. 

Appendices I. and II. of the present Report afford the means of 
connecting this unit with those of the Board of Trade, derived from 
it in 1891, and of the Reichsanstalt, and also with the ohm or 
international ohm—the resistance, that is, of a certain column of 
mercury. 


APPENDIX II. 


The relation between the international ohm (106°300 ст. Hg. weigh- - 


ing 14°4521 gms. at 0° C.) and the unit of resistance employed at the 
N. F. L. Preliminary note, by F. E. бмттн. 


(From the National Physical Laboratory.) 


The following measurements of six mercury tubes indicate the 
progress made in this inquiry, and also the relation obtained :— 


Conical 
L өгге: a b 
tion. | Theoretical 
Tube. QI TEES length for |. Calculate a | Meam. b—a 

Length at (4-1) x| 1 int. ohm. reniptance inessdred 

С; 10^. oftube | resistance. 

int. obm. | Lab. unit. 
U 62:0731 бв 62 1319 99905 99913 00008 
V 73 5000 18 73:4759 100033 1:00041 *00008 
а | 116°507 9 116 478 1:00025 100035 00010 
X 65:6338 2% 65°6354 | 0°99997 1:00007 00010 
Y 62 1867 15 62 2382 99917 99926 00009 
Z 68.5199 8 68:5057 1 00021 100029 00008 


А 


Thus, laboratory unit of resistance = 99991 int. ohm. 


106:291 
= 100 300 int. obm. 


[The above figures are intended as merely provisional.) 


With respect to the measurements of the cross-sections, the 
uniformity of the results shows that an accuracy of ‘001 per cent. 
may be relied upon. Four methods of measuring the resistance 
will Ъз employed. At present only two of these are completed. 
The values in each horizontal line refer to different fillings!; they 
pd quite concordant, as the values given in the following table 
show :— 


FHes'stance in Laboratory (NV. P. L.) Units of Mercury Tubes. 


| 


tance at 0 G. 


Resistance at 0^ C. Resis 
Kelvin double bridge. 


Tube. Potentiometer. 


"99913 99913 

U | 99912 99912 

99914 99914 

100041 100041 

V | 1 00044 100044 
100040 1000395 

100034 100035 

G | 1:00036 1:00036 

1:00035 100035 

100007 100007 

X | 1 00006 100006 

100007 100006 

99926 99926 

Y | 99927 99926 

99925 99925 

100030 100030 

Z | 1:00029 1:00029 

1:00029 1:00029 


(To be continued.) 


REVIEW. 


Trade and Empire. By Joan B. C. Kersuaw, F. I. C., 
F. S. S. London: P. S. King & Son, Orchard House, 
Westminster. 


Too large to be described as a Tract for the Times, too 
small to be referred to as a book, Mr. Kershaw's work may 
be stated to be a substantial pamphlet on the question of 
the hour, with the further recommerdation that it occupies 
an exceptional position amongst writings on this subject, 
in that Mr. Kershaw places his facts and arguments before 
his readers in sober language, and free from the denuncia- 
tion and invective which are so prevalent amongst Fiscal 
Policy propagandists. This is, perhaps, in part because 
he wrote before the controversy became а controversy, the 
present work being, in the main, a republication of articles 
ia the “reviews from 1897 to the present year. In his 
preface, the author relates that he commenced his inquiry 
in 1897 as a Liberal Free Trader, and ended it in 1901 
with opinions that are fully set forth in the third and fourth 
articles of the series.” The third and fourth articles of the 
series are entitled “The Promotion of Trade within the 
Empire,” and “The Colonial Office Oonference and Pre- 
ferential Trade within the Empire.” They were respectively 
published in June, 1902, and February, 1903, and they 
contain much that has recently been very much enlarged 
upon. 

Open to criticism or commendation as the contents of 
such a work must be, according to the standpoint of the 
* reviewer," we prefer to leave the criticism to the reader, 
and to recommend all who desire to study the fiscal problem 
to get Mr. Kershaw's work and form their own con- 
clusions. 


AUSTRALASIAN ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


WE are indebted to the proprietors of the Tronmonger for permission 
to reprint the following table of Australasian electric light and 
power works from Australasian Hardware and Machinery. The 
statistics are corrected up to August last :— 
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A SWANSEA ELECTRIC TRAMWAY 
SPECIFICATION. 


Scope ef Contract.—Contract A.— Supply and erection of poles and 
overhead equipment for about 81 miles of tramway route. Con- 
tract B.—Supply, delivery, laying, fixing, and connecting of ducts, 
trongha cables, feeder boxes, &c., for above. 

Number of Poles required.—574 A type ; 101 B type. 

Type of Pole.—To be either lap-welded steel tubes or solid 
drawn steel tubes. Type A, if lap-welded, to weigh 962 lbs, if 
solid drawn three-section tube 710 lbs, or if solid drawn stepped 
tube €50 lba Type B uvder similar conditione to be either 
1 593 lbs. 1,050 lbs., or 1,019 lbs. The effective length of each pole 
to be 31 ft. 

Pole Tests. Temporary deflection not to exceed 6 in. with the 
following weights applied at a point 18 in. from end of pole, the 
pole being fixed for a distance of 6 ft. from other end :— Pole A, 
750 lbs.; pole B, 2,000 lbs. Temporary deflection under similar 
conditione, for deflection 9 in., pole A, 1,360 lbs.; ditto. 85 in, 
pole B, 3,500 lbs. These latter weights are not to produce a 
greater permanent deflection than q in. 

Pole Accessories.— To meet specification requirements, which are 
on the whole reasonable 

Trolley Wire.—To be 2/0 8.W G. gauce. 

Guard Waire.—To be seven-strand No. 8 galvanised steel wire, 
all guard wire span wire being sever-strand No. 14 similar wire. 
On certain sections to be phosphor bronze wire. 


Overhead Fittings.—To have all metal parts made of bronze. 


Trolley ears to be not less than 18 in. Iusulating material to be 
approved by engineer. Frogs to be operated in an approved 
manner. 

Insulating Material Test.—After soaking in tepid water for one 
week to withstand when wiped dry, an alternating pressure of 2,C00 
volts applied for three minutes between metal parts. 

Special Work.—The sum of £1,000 is to be reserved for special 
work involved in crossing one swing and one drawbridge across the 
docks. The successful tenderer will be required to submit a scheme 
for thie part of the work. 

Samples.— In connection with Contract A, 23 samples of materials 
proposed to be employed are to be sent in with each tender, and 
with regard to Section B, 27 samples, making 50 samples, for the 
two contracts, 

Contract B.—This is divided into two sections, and tenderers must 
quote for both, one section includes the supply and delivery on site 
of the ducts, conduits and other stoneware required, the other the 
delivery of cables, feeder boxes, &c., and the laying and drawing-in 
of the whole of the material. 

Type of Condutts.—To be of either Doulton & Co., Albion Clay 
Co., or other approved make. The multiple way ducts may, if 
preferred, be made up of a number of separate pipes not less than 
3-in. internal diameter. 

Tests for Ducts.—Among the specified tests are the following :— 
They must be able to withstand a pressure of not less than 23 tons 
applied vertically on top of ducte. After being dried and weighed, 
they shall be immersed in water for 16 hours, and reweighed. The 
increase in weight must not exceed 22 per cent. | 

Troughing.—A certain length of eartbenware troughing is to be 
supplied and laid, the cables being embedded in solid bitumen. 

Cubles.— All cables to be of unsheathed waterproof non-hyg roscopic 
type— i.e, insulated with vulcanised bitumen or similar material. 
At two points the cables have to be laid across the docks, and at 
these points are to be of a suitable submarine type, steel armoured. 

Feeder Boxes.—Twenty-six to be supplied, each with six switches 
and fuses, two of 300-ampere capacity, four of 150-ampere capacity. 
Lightning arrester and telepbone connections to be provided for 
each box. 

Specified Date of Completion.—Twelve months, with the exception 
of certain specitied poitionr, which must be completed in six 
months. 

Penalty for Late-Completion.—One per cent. of the total price of 
each contract for each week's delay beyond specified date. 

Period of Maintenance.—Twelve months from date of com- 
pletion. 

Arbitration.—See comments, 

Terms of Payment.— Eighty per cent. of value of work done on 
monthly certiticates granted by tbe engineer, 10 per cent. when 
tramway is opened for traffic, 10 per cent. at end of period of main- 
tenance. 

Date for Reccipt of Tenders.—October 31st, 1903. 


This specification has been issued by Mr. C. A. L. Prusmann, 
the borough electrical engineer to the Swansea Corporation. In 
several respects it falls far short of the ideal which many of our 
best known engineers have been striving to reach in the specifics- 
tions they bave prepared during the past two years. 

The general conditions are in many cases too binding upon tte 
contractor and too lax in defining the responsibilities of the pur- 
chasers. The apparent aim of the compiler of the specification has 
been to avoid extras, the result being that the contractor must take 
all risks and include them at a price in his tender. The Corpora- 
tion will find that this method will be far more costly than a 
demand for schedule rates from the successful tenderer for the work 
and the ordering of each item as it ів found to be necessary by the 
engineer. It is stated that the specification is to receive a strict 
literal interpretation, aud only questions of price are to be referred 
in cases of dispute to arbitration, and these after the work has been 


completed. Since in several points the clauses in the 55 
do not agree. literal interpretation is difficult, but in all probability 
the contractors would have little difficulty in securing the assent of 
the engineer to the necessary modifications of the pbrasing. 

It would be well for tenderers to agree together to ask for some 
limitations in the powers of the engineer; at present he may make 
such demands upon the contractor and yet keep within the letter 
of the general conditions that any chance of the contractor's 
meeting his expenses, let alone making a profit, may be destroyed. 
This will need to be done carefully, since tenderers are prohibited 
in the specification from making any modifications in any detail in 
theiroffer. It is, however, ont of harmony with the spirit of the 
day to disqualify any tenderer who only takes exception to what is 
manifestly unfair. 

Dealing with the specification itself the compiler in many cases 
specifies not only results, but also the means to be adopted to attain 
those results. In the case of cables it is asking too much for the 
contractors to provide the test pressure in either direct or alter- 
nating current at the desire of the engineer. Practically all makers 
arrange to test with alternating pressures, and might find it both 
expensive and inconvenient if suddenly called upon to supply high- | 
pressure direct current. 

It is open to the engineer to demand that a total length of 
eight yards shall be cut off al? or any lengths of cable for the purpose of 
bendicg tests. The contract price is determined from a echedule at 
& fixed sum per yard laid, and no mention is made as to how the 
contractor is to charge for the 8 yards cut from possibly every dium 
of 400 yards or so. The specifications demand that no less than 50 
samples are to be forwarded by each tenderer for the two contracta, 
This seems to be a needless inquisition, for in some cases such as 2 ft. 
lengths of ducts it is specified that they must be supplied by definite 
makers, and surely one sample of the same thing should be 
sufficient. 

We feel strongly that the engineer is thus putting all tenderers 
to needless trouble and expense, by demanding what appears to be 
an excessive number of samples, without obtaining for his Corpora- 
tion any corresponding advantage. 

The present seems a case where the attention of the engineer 
might be drawn to the wide difference between the general con- 
ditions attached to his specification and the model set of general 
conditions as prepared and approved by the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. It is possible that such an examination would result 
in the elimination of those clauses which, in their phrasing at least, 
appear to be contrary to the beat practice of our time, 


WOLVERHAMPTON AND THE LORAIN 
SYSTEM. 


Тнк monthly meeting of the Town Council took place on Monday, 
and the principal business for consideration was & report from the 
Tramways Committee dealing first with the question of tramway 
inter communication with the outlying district, and next the pro- 
posed extension of the tramways on tbe Lorain system. On the 
question of intercommunication, the Committee in their report 
state that they fully considered the matter with a view to 
thorougbly and definitely settling it. The report proceeds :— 


The routes to be dealt with are:— 

(a) Dudley Road. 

(b) Willenhall Road. 

(с) Weduesfleld Road. 

(d) Waterloo Road. 

There are other routes upon which the Corporation have power under the 
Corporation Act, 1899, to construct tramways, namely :— 

(e) Peon Road (with whioh is combined Lea Road). 

(f) From Prince's Square along Stafford Street, to Stafford Road and Can- 
nock Road. 

(a) From St. Mark’s Church to Cleveland Road. 

But with regard to these three routes your committee felt that the present is 
not for various reasons &n opportune moment at whioh to report, nor is there 
any pressing necessity for carrying out these extensions, nor for out-lining now 
& future policy in regard thereto. tave that such a policy must, to a certain 
extent, be governed by the submissions contained in this report with regard to 
routes a, b, c and d. 

With respect to these latter routes, your committee instructed the borough 
electrica] engineer to present figures which would show the comparative costs 
of equipping the lines, either on the Lorain surface contact or the overbead 
ByRtein. i 

In addition to these fi;ufes, your committee had to consider, when coming to 
& decision as to which system to recommend to the Council, the following 

oints :-— : 
= 1. The fact that the Council had already decided on the Lcrain system for the 
Tettenhall, New Hampton Road and Bilston Road lines. 

2. The question ot a break of communication at the borough boundaries 
should the Lorain »ystem be generally adopted. 

8. Toe difficulties of operating a dual svstem within one area. 

4. In case the overhead system should be adopted, the necesssity of equipping 
either Piper's Row and Bilston Street with the overhead svstem, in addition to 
the existing T.orain system, or else the expense of fitting all overhead cars with 
skate attacl ment, and also 

5. (Though common to both systems) the question of whether single or double 
track should be laid down along the routes to be constructed. 

After thoroughly considering all these uuestions your committee came to the 
conclusion, witb but three dissentients, that the system to be adopted on the 
routes a, b, ¢ and d, must be the Lorain system. But your committee felt 
that they should also give in this report reasons for the conclusion at which 
they had arrived. and alto make specific recommendations with regard to the 
question of double or single track, and as to the order in which the work of con- 
struction should be carried out. 


The report then deals first with the question of the cost, с, and 
next the break in communication at the borough boundaries. This 
ів the deliverance of the Committee ав to the cost :— 

“ Reference should be made to the detailed comparative state- 
ment of the b rough electrical engineer, which shows the 
difference in capital cost and annual expenditure between the two 
systems ; but this difference, although it reoeived due consideration 
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from the Committee, was largely over- weighted by the fact that the 
Council had decided upon the Lorain system upon the Tetten- 
hall, New Hampton Road, and Bilston Road routes; and conse- 
quently new factor: had been introduced into the situation which 
would materially affect ti is monetary difference. The decision of 
the Council operated adversely to the overhead system being intro- 
duced into the borough, inasmuch as the borough electrical engi- 


meer advises, that should that system be adopted on any route 


within the town, it would entail the necessity of either equipping 
Piper’s Row and Bilston Street with the overhead system in 
addition to the existing Lorain system, or else the expense of 
fitting overhead cara with skate attachment. For, unless the cars 
were made interchangeable, additional spare cars would have to be 
kept in the sheds to meet an emergency, in excess of what would be 
necessary if the undertaking were worked on one system. Besides 
thie, there would be the many and important. objections to the 
working of a dual system within one area of control. Again, 
preferential treatment would be accorded to the better class roads 
and streets of the town to the detriment of the inhabitants living 
in the poorer districts, were the overhead system to be laid down 
in any part of the borough after the Lorain system had been 
adopted for the Tettenhall, New Hampton, and Bilston Roads. On 
the otber hand, should the Lorain system be adopted throughout, 
the necessity for the cars carrying two equipmente, which would 
add materially to the amount of electric energy required to drive 
them, and the unsightliness and danger of the poles in some of the 
most important and crowded streets in the borough, would be dis- 
posed of. 

“ Taking all these facte into consideration, your Committee came 
to the conclusion that the difference in capital cost and annual 
expenditure between the two systems would be out-weighed by the 
advantages to be gained by the maintenance of one, and only one, 
system; and that the only possible policy is to extend the Lorain 
system throughout the borough." 

Respecting the break in communication at the borough 
‘boundaries, the report proceeds :— 

“ Your committee had to consider whether the inconvenience of 
changing cars was such a serious drawback as to involve ls ying down 
the overhead system, especially considerirg the fact that the Cor- 
poration have no power to run outside the lines specified in the 
Wolverhampton Corporation Act, 1899. This question could only 
apply to the Dudley Road and Willenhall Road routes. In settling 
the point, your committee bad to guide them, the fact that on the 
Bilston Road the break in through communication has had no 
serious effects, as has been practically tested by the traffic returns, 
which have steadily increased. For instance, the inorease of 

carried during the month of August this year was 26,849 
| equivalent to £192 14s. 7d.), as compared with the same month last 
year, during the existence of the Exhibition, as is shown in the 
following table:— 


Receipts Р 
— кше Receipts. per ба й 
j mile. carried. 
August, 19009. | 9,799 | £485 8 6 | 11894. | 97,096 


August, 1902 ... e. | 6,487 292 13 11 | 1083d. | 70,247 


3,312 | £19214 7 146d. 26,849 


“To this argument should be added the important fact that it lies 
with the outside districts alone to determine that there shall always 
be an overhead car to meet a Wolverhampton car at the boundary, 
so as to minimise to the greatest extent possible the inconvenience 
consequent upon a change from one car to another. It is equally 
open to the outlying districts to bring pressure on the British 
Electric Traction Co. to run through cars into Wolverhampton, 
from Dudley, Bilton, and Willenhall. This would be quite 
possible in view of the fact that the Corporation, sometime ago, 
made an offer to the company which would permit them to run 
through cars into Wolverhampton (by affixing skate attachments), 
upon terme to be agreed upon, and failing agreement by reference 
to the Board of Trade, such terms acknowledging two broad 
principles, viz., that the соса оа must absolutely control its own 
traffic ; and, secondly, that they should take all earnings within the 
borough. Any other arrangement, by which a competitive system 
would exist, would be prejudicial to the financial interests of the 
undextaking. It may be mentioned that shelters will be provided 
at the termini of the respective boundaries. 

“Should the Council adopt the resolutions contained in this report, 
your committee would then be open to receive proposals from the 
company under the offer before alluded to, and to make such 
arrangements as might be found practicable and suitable. But, even 
if the company do not avail themselves of their power in this 
direction, your committee feel that the inconvenience of changing 
from car to car is not so great, especially if the two systems run in 
conjunction with one another, as to involve the adoption of tbe over- 
head system, and the consequent extra expenee and innumerable 
difficulties. Therefore, your committee decided, that from thia point 
of view also, they must advise the Council in favour of the Lorain 

stem." 

The Committee add that when tbe routes a, b, c and d are ready 
for traffic, the additional cars required to work them can be housed 
—and this whether they be on the Lorain or overhead system—by 
building an additional bay, as and when required, on to tke exist- 
ing car-shed, at a cost of about £4,000. 

The report concludes with the following practical rccommenda- 
tions :— 

That the Lorain surface contact eystem be adopted on the follow- 


Increase 


ing tramway routes, viz, Dudley Road, Willenhall R« ad, Wednes- 


field Road, and Waterloo Road. 
"That the tenders of Mr. Herbert Holloway, of Wolverhampton, 


for the construction of the permanent way on the above routes, at 
the following sums, be accepted, viz. :— 


Dudley Road... s ER £11.582 10 
Willenhall Road du - 8,760 0 
Wednesfield Road ... x ro 7,482 1 
Waterloo Road iss sae 6200 0 


That the consent of the Board of Trade be obtained, where 
necessary, to any alterations made under the authority of Section 
28 of the Wolverhampton Corporation Act, 1899, and that the Town 
Clerk be empowered to apply for such consent, and to give all 
necessary notices to frontagers, if required, and to obtain their con- 
sents, if and when necessary. 

That the routes above mentioned be equipped with the said 
system, in accordance with the prices scheduled to, and the terms 
contained in, the contract between the Corporation and the Lorain 


Steel Co., dated July 26th, 1901, subject, however, to such varia- 


tion and modification as may be agreed upon between the Corpora- 
tion and the company; and that the said routes be constructed and 
equipped in the following order, namely :— 

(a) Dudley Road. 

(6) Willenhall Road. 

(c) Wednesfield Road. 

(4) Waterloo Road. 

That the Finance Committee be requested to raise all requisite 
moneys in such manner as they may deem most advisable, and, if 
necessary, to raise Wolverhampton Corporation stock, for the 
purpose of defraying the costs, charges and expenses of the works 
referred to in the foregoing recommendations. 

[Three members of your committee, namely, the Mayor, Mr. 
Alderman Gibbons and Mr. Councillor Allen, voted against the 
adoption of this report.] | 

Appended to the report is & communication from Mr. W. A. 
Luntley, tramway manager, who speaks purely from an operating 
point of view. He says:— 

“In my opinion, the introduction of a dual system of tramwavs 
in a town tbe size of Wolverhampton would lead to many diff- 
culties, as, unless we kept a good number of spare cars for each 
system, we could not properly cope with the traffic on holidays or 
special times, such as Bank Holidays, race meetings, football 
matches, flower show, &c.” 


Sinoe this article was written the Council has made up its mind, 
by a large majority, to extend on the Lorain principle. The 
proceedings at Monday's meeting are referred to in our Traction 
Notes " to-day. 


NEW LIQUID CONTROLLER. 


Messrs. SruEL, Рвесн & Tozer, Lrp., of Sheffield, and their elec- 
trical engineer, Mr. H. E. Bowen, have patented and put on the 
market a new liquid controller, designed to meet the requirements 
of general engineering work, and specially adapted to cope with 
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SI IId NAL ELEVATIONS OF CONTR LLER. 


rough usage and dirt. It is a simple and compact device, having no 
gear wheels, balance weights, keyways or set screws, and it can be 
repaired by an ordii ary mechanic. 

A large number of these cuntiollrs have leen installed at the 
makers’ works in connection with mot«rs on tbeir live roller gear, 
skids, and pull-over gears, a: d in their cogging, billet, axle, uim 
rail, and ordinary ri il mills. The moto:s used :re 30-8.H.P. thre. » 
turn series-wound tiamway motors, capable of w.thstanding large 
отег-1овів, and it is considered that this is a most severe test, 
as these motors have to be started and reversed under full-load 
hundreds of time daily, and there is also ia tremendous amount 
of metallis dust and dirt to contend with. The same pattern of 
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ontroller is being used for the control of their electrical travelling 
ranes, breaking derricks, falling weight testing machines, &. 

The electrical circuit is made and broken on the liquid. and a 
special short-circuiting contact is arranged projecting from the side 
of the tank for cutting out the liquid resistance; thus removing all 
possibilities of “sparking” on the reversing switch rings and 
contacte. 

Special attention has been given to the construction of the tank 
which contains the liquid, to ensure good insulstion, freedom from 
splashing and steady control. There are cast on the tanks small 
pockets to receive the insulation and to prevent the vapour acting 
detrimentally on the insulation between the dipping platea, 
supports, and the tank. А 

е figures given herewith illustrate the construction of the con- 
troller, of which the following is a description. 

Three concentric brass rings, Aaa, are supported upon sbort legs, 
B, resting upon and secured to an enamelled slate base, o; the 
second or intermediate ring is divided by cutting out a short 
portion on opposite sides, the spaces so made being filled in with 
some ron-conducting material. 

The switch contact boxes, m, are carried by two arms of unequal 
lengtb, Fi and Fra, mounted on a central vertical shaft, a, on the top 
of which is fixed a hand wheel, m, by which the switch is operated. 
These contact boxes travel in annular spaces, 1, between the rings, 
44. That upon the short arm, Fi, travels between the central 
divided ring and the smaller ring; that upon the long arm, Fa, 
travels between the central divided ring and the outside ring shown 
in fig. 1. The contact pieces, J, carried in the contact boxes, x, are 
pressed against the opposite sides of the rings by the action of a 
spring placed between them. 

The dipping tank, k, is fixed below the base, c, which supports 
tbe switch rings, А; it is provided with lips, н, to prevent water 
splashing over when tbe switch is used upon travelling cranes and 
other moving machinery. 

The dipping plate, o, has a vertical movement through a suitable 
guide, P. It is raised and lowered by means of a roller, Q, carried 
upon the upper end of the guide rod, R, which engages between the 
two opposite edges of an inverted crescent-shaped clot, в, in the 
periphery of a cylinder, T, carried by the central shaft, c, before 
mentioned. : 

The central portion of the slot is its highest point; therefore, 
when the wheel, B, is turned so as to bring the contact pieces to 
rest against the insulating blocks, p, on each side of the middle 
ring, the current is cut off from the outside and intide ringe, the 
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Fic. 3.—SxT or THREE CONTROLLERS. 


roller, o, will also have been raised to its highest point of travel in 
the groove and the dipping plate raised out of the liquid. If the 
hand wheel is now turned to the right or left the dipping plate 
descends. 

The contacts are so connected that the current always flows 
through the fields ofthe motor in the same direction, but when the 
awitch is turned to the right or left, as the case may be, the 
direction of the current in the armature is reversed. 

There are a number of advantages to be gained by installing 
liquid resistance controllors in the place of metallic, viz.: They are 
free from burn-outs, overheating, sparking, and irregular steps ; also 
the required resistance can be got by altering the density of the 
liquid and the shape of the dipping plate, and such controllers are 
suitable for controlling motors of any horse-power atany voltage up 
to 900 volta. 

The repairs and maintenance are practically nil, as the only 
wearing parts are the dipping plates and short-circuiting contacts ; 
these can be changed in a few minutes at a nominal cost, and when 
used for controlling motors on crane work will last for a very long 
time. The оге attention necessary is the addition of an occasional 
supply of liquid to make up for evaporation. 


ELECTRICAL COMPANIES AND THE LAW 
OF NEGLIGENCE. 


[FROM OUR LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR. | 


A CASE is reported: in a recent number of the Law 
Reports which is of some interest to contractors who under- 
take the laying of electric railways, or the erection of gene- 
rating stations. In the course of operations, every part of 
the work has to be inspected by an engineer on behalf of 
the Gompany or corporation for whom- the contractors are 
working. If the engineer or inspector wishes to carry out 


the work thoroughly, he must expose himself to the risk of 


accident. If an accident occurs, the question at once arises 
whether the contractors are liable to pay damages for the 
injuries which result. This problem aroge in a concrete 
form, and was decided in the Court of Appeal at the end of 
the last sittings. 

The defendant was contractor for makirg а tunnel for a 


tube railway, and had constructed, for the purpose of | 


carrying out the work, a temporary line on which an electric 
locomotive ran. This locomotive was used to draw trucks 
containing the excavated material to a spot where it could be 
brought to the surface. It was not fitted for passengers, and 
the defendant had directed that no one should be allowed to 
ride on it but the driver and a guard. It had, however, 
been used to carry officials in the employment of the 
defendant and of the railway company, with the knowledge 
and concurrence of the defendant’s representative. The 
plaintiff was an inspector of works appointed by the engineer 
of the railway, and he accepted from the defendant's time- 
keeper, who was riding on a locomotive, an invitation to be 
conveyed by it to his destination. An accident happened 
while the plaintiff was on the locomotive, and he sustained 
injuries. In an action to recover damages from the de- 
fendant in respect of these injuries, the jury found that the 
plaintiff was on the locomotive for his own convenience, but 
with the permission of the defendant's representative, and 
that the accident was due to the negligence of the defendant's 
servants. It was decided by the Court that the defendant 
must be taken, through his representative, to have permitted 
the plaintiff to ride on the locomotive, and that his liability was 
that of & person who undertakes the carriage of another 
gratuitously ; that the duty in such a case is that the care 
exercised must - be reasonable under the circumstances; that 
there was evidence of such a failure of due care on the part 
of the defendant's servants as would make him responsible 
for damage arising therefrom ; and that the plaintiff was 
entitled to judgment. | | 

At first blush it may not appear that the relationship 
between the inspector and the contractor was such as to 
justify his bringing successful suit against him in these cir- 
cumstances; but a glance at some earlier cases which deal 
with the liability of à person to make good any damage sus- 
tained by bare licensee on bis premises will serve to show 
that the law has been correctly interpreted. 

In another case it appeared that the plaintiff sent a heifer 
(which was put into a horsebox) by rail to a certain station. 
When the train arrived at the station, there were only two 
porters available to shunt, the horsebox to the siding, from 
which alone the heifer could be delivered to the plaintiff. 
In order to save delay the plaintiff sesisted in the shunting 
operations, and while so employed he was run against and 
injured by a train being negligently allowed by the defendante’ 
servants to come out of the siding. There was evidence that 
the station-master knew that the plaintiff was assisting in the 
shunting and that he assented to his doing so. It was 
decided in the Court of Appeal that the plaintiff was not a 
mere volunteer assisting the defendants’ servants, but was on 
the defendants’ premises with their consent for the pur 
of expediting the delivery of his own goods, and the defend- 
ants were therefore liable to him for the negligence of their 
servants. It will be seen that this is a parallel case to that of 
the inspector; for in allowing the owner of the heifer to 
assist in the loading, the railway company impliedly under- 
took to exercise reasonable care so as not to inflict any 
injury upon him. 

The distinction to be observed between the liability of 
those who carry passengers or goods and those who merely 
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allow persons to come upon their premises will be apparent 
to anyone who compares the above case with that of Gautret 
v. Egerton (L.R. 2 C.P. 371). In that case the defendants 
were possessed of a piece of land with a canal and cuttings 
intersecting the same, and of bridges across the canal, and 
cuttings communicating with and leading to certain docks, 
which land and bridges were used with their consent and 
permission by persons proceeding to and coming from the 
docks. It was alleged that they wrongfully and improperly 
kept and maintained the land, canal, cuttings and bridges, 
and suffered them to be in so improper a state and condition 
as to render them unsafe for peraons lawfully passing along 
and over the land and bridges towards the docks. The 
plaintiff, who was lawfully passing over and using the 
bridges, through the negligent conduct of the defendants, 
fell into one of the cuttings and was drowned. It was 
decided by the Court that the defendants had not been guilty 
of any actionable breach of duty. 

Again, in the case of Ivay v. Hedges (L.R. 9 Q.B. 80), 
the defendant was the landlord of a house which was let out 
in apartments to several tenants, each of whom had the 
privilege of using the roof (which was flat and covered with 
lead, having an iron rail on ita outer edge) for the purpose 
of drying their linen ; the accees to the roof being by means 
of a low door at the stair-head about 2 ft. from the rail. 
The plaintiff, who occupied one of the rooms, went upon the 
roof for the purpose of removing some linen, when, his foot 
slipping and the rail being out of repair (and known by the 
landlord to be во), he fell through to the courtyard below 


and was injured. It was decided that the mere license to the 


lodgers to use the roof as a drying ground imposed no duty 
upon the defendant to fence it or to keep the fence in repair. 

The above principles were clearly adopted by the Master 
of the Rolls in the case under review, when he said :— 

„There is an obvious difference between the measure of 
confidence reposed and responsibility accepted in the case of 
а person who merely receives permission to traverse the 
premises of another, and in the case where a person or his 
property is received into the custody of another for 
transportation.” | 

To point the moral of this case, we may consider what 
would the position be if the accident bad occurred in 
another way. Suppose, for instance, the inspector had 
stumbled over something in the tunnel and injured his leg ; 
in that case the contractors could not hare been held liable. 
So it is conceived if an inspector visiting a generating station 
suffered from a fall, he could make no valid claim against 
those who were erecting the building. 


THE BOROUGH COUNCIL ELECTIONS. 


[COMMUNICATED.] 


L] 


Next month tbe municipal parliaments will be elected, and it is 
to be hoped that more general interest will be taken in them than 
is usually the case. There appears to be more disposition on the 
part of large ratepayers to check the extravagances which bave arisen 
out of the growth of socialistic principles in local governing bodies, 
and this шау lead to improvement in the constitution of the 
councils. 

In the provinces, the local elections have always been conducted 
upon more or less political lines ; to such an extent, indeed, that the 
results of the contests have been received as indications of public 
opinion upon Imperial affairs, and in recent times similar party 
spirit has been promoted in the metropolitan boroughs. 

At the elections in 1900, it was a common thing to see such an 
announcement as the following, in the colours of the party appealed 
to for support :—'' Vote for Blankinsense, the Unionist and Mode- 
rate candidate, supported by the Conservative Associations." Nota 
word is there here about the fitness of the aspirant for municipal 
honours to deal with such mere local matters as drainage, repair, 
maintenance and lighting of thoroughfares, administration of Build- 
ing and other Acts for protection of the inhabitants, prevention of 
food adulteration, and sanitary precautions. All such matters are 
ignored, and the vote given not to secure efficiency in local 
management, but merely the creation of centres of influence for a 
political party. 

As it has been pointed ont, the duty of the authorities is to keep 
their districte clean and nealthy, and to see that household neces- 
saries are and wholesome, and if the management of the 
elementary schools is added to the work of the borough councils, 


the assistance of women on the councils will become of essential 
importance. 

Among the burning questions at the forthcoming elections, muni- 
cipal trading will be most prominent, and the results of the electric 
supply and tramway undertakings will be among the most interest- 
ing facts for the ratepayers. 

Ia the borough of Lewisham, the extension of tramways is the 
question upon which the elections are likely to turn, and in this 
case the issues are somewhat complicated. 

It is peculiar that while the tramways in the south of London 
are in the bande of the London County Council, those in the north 
of the metropolis are managed by private enterprise, with the result 
that, so far as the ratepayers are con , the financial results are 
decidedly against the muncipal trading; but, as the extension of 
the tramways in Lewisham is strongly desired by a large section of 
the community, they will vote for the candidate who supports them, 
whether municipally worked or not; but, opposed to this section, 
are those who object to the speculation at therisk of the ratepayers, 
while favouring the improved means of communication so essential 
to the convenience of the borough. 

The London County Council are ready to carry out an extensive 
scheme, involving a large sum for street widenings, which many 
ratepayers would prefer to be provided by a private company rather 
than out of their own pockets. 

The position of Marylebone with respect to the electric lighting 
undertaking will no doubt exercise a salutary influence on the rate- 
payers at the approaching election, and prompt more interest in 

ocal management than heretofore. As matters at present stand, 
the advocates of municipal trading have landed the ratepayers in a 
liability of 18s. in the £, which, if levied, would raise the rates to 
24s. in the £. In this instance, playing with edge tools has proved 
еки proceeding, and no doubt the lesson will be taken to 
eart. 

As the Afunicipal Journal says: To run a candidate who is in 
favour of the electric lighting undertaking will apparently be to 
court disaster, and yet the enterprise must be carried on by the 
local authority; and they add, was there ever such a muddle in 
political municipal elections? 

It is certainly а case of locking the stable door after the boree is 
stolen; but it is an object lesson, which will not be lost on rate- 
payers, and it may probably encourage them to do their duties as 
citizens more effectively than in the past. 

If ratepayers in each of the municipalities would employ a local 
accountant to get out a statement of the financial result of their 
electric supply undertakings, basing the accounts upon the sound 
system of providing for depreciation, obsolescence, and a fair pro- 
portion of the town clerk’s, borough surveyor's and other establish- 
ment expenses, it would do more to put an end to furtber municipal 
trading than ali the theories of its opponents. The breeches 
pocket argument is a mighty one, the most unsound policy being 
tolerated if it is supposed to pay; while money can be borrowed 
ad libitum, aud loans piled up, reckless trading is permitted; but ask 
the ratepayers to pay directly for the luxury, and then, like Marz le- 
bone, the advocates of such enterprises are at а discount. 

Let a start be made with the electricity accounts of the boroughs 
of Hackney, Hammersmith, Hampstead, I[clington, Shoreditch, 
Southwark, Stepney and Bt. Pancras, and we venture to gay that the 
results will satisfy prudent ratepayers that this municipal trading 
bas added to their burdens and liabilities, besides infriuging upon 
the sound principle of limiting municipal authorities to the domestic 
business, which is their proper sphere. 

According to the tables of the Ælectrical Times, the aggregate 
accounts of the eight metropolitan boroughs who have published 
their annual statements show the following as the resalt of their 
electrical undertakings :— 


Total expenditure ... £1,965,650 
Revenue £248,090 
Coste ... 136,797 
Gro*s profit £111,243 
Taterest . £56,204 
Sinking fund... 23,123 
— 84,327 
Surplus claimed 426,966 


Upon the capital outlay, even deducting the repayment of loans, 
the surplus would only amount to 2:8 per cent., but this would more : 
than disappear if the most moderate provision were made fur depre- 
ciation. ; 

We commend these figures to the rate pa; ers at the approaching 
electione. ; 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade. —A very quiet 
tone continues to rule in the export trade of this country in tele- 
graph wire and apparatus connected therewith. The shipments 
during September only amounted to £44,097, as compared with 
£62,272 in August last, and £50,739 in September of last year. The 
depression which has ruled tiis year in this bracch of the exported 
trade is well shown by the figures for the nine months ending with 
September, during which period the shipments have only attained 
a value of £1,572,563, which contrasts with £2,226 732 in the co:- 
responding nine months of 1902. 


` 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled exprosal for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
ta, 523, h Holborn, Lon W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


90,788. “ Improvements in or relating to electric arc lamps." А. D. JONES. 
September 28th. 

20,791. “ Improvements in terminals for wiring motors or any other electrical 
appliances." E. H. AINSWORTH. September 28th. i 

90,798. “ Improved electric fish masses, or shoal of herrings indicating 
device." J. EcGEN. September 28th. (Complete.) 

20,806. '' Coherers for Hertzian wave telegraphy.” V. W. DELvES-BROUGHTON. 
September 28th. 

20,820. Improvements in or relating to electric machines.” Н. CHITTY. 
September 28th. б А 

20,525. ‘ Improvements in and relating to electric lamps." W. C. Hean and 
W.A.8NAPE. September 28th. 

90,884. “ Improvements relating to lamp casings and reflectors principally 
for incandescent electric lamps." D. J. O’Brien and T, A. Rotranzi, Sep- 
tember 28th. 

20,826. “ Improvements in or relating to disinfecting fabrics and articles 
particularly spplosble for telephonic and other apparatus.” A. J. BoULT. 
(C. Fuchs and Н. C. Kelterer, Belgium.) September 28th. 

20,875. ‘Improvements in electric lamp holders and means for seouring 
shades or globes thereto." J. T. LAMBERT. September 29th. 

20,889. ‘Improved process and apparatus for the electrolysis of chlorides of 
the alkalies.” С. KELLNER. September 29th. (Complete.) 

90,907. “Improvements in telegraph systems." C. K. Jongs. September 
29th. (Complete.) 

20,921. “ Improvements in insulated electric conductors and method of 
producing the same.” J. А. Heany. September 29th. (Complete.) 

20,926. An improved electric current converter.“ A. R. MOLLER. Septem- 
ber 29th. (Complete.) 

20,038. * Improvements in contact trolleys for electric tramcars and the 
like.” A. DoMaNSKI. September 20th. 

20,984. “Improvements in electric switches, bell pushes or fittings, and the 
like." F. E. DorcHiN. September 29th. 

20,989. ‘Improvements in or relating to electrolytic electricity meters.” 
Tur BasTIAN METER Co., LTD., and С. O. Bastian. September 80th. 
"Improvements in and relating to alternating current electric 
motors." THe British THomson-Hovston Co., LTD., and H. 8. MEYER. Sep- 
tember 30th. 

21,008. ‘Improvements in mounting a number of electrical fittings or 
instruments upon a common base or panel.” R. W. Н. Horsrepe-CRULL. 
Beptember 80th. 

91,016. ''Improvements in or relating to alternate current measuring 
apparatus.“ А. F. BERRY. September 30th. ` 

21,027. ‘Improvements іп and relating to electricity meters.“ W. HAMILTON. 
September 80th. 

91,048. “ Electro-magnetic trolley-rope check." R. N. Eaton. October 1st. 

21,004. "Improvements in rheostats.” H. M. Новлат and F, PuNGA, 
Ootober Ist. 

21,055. Improved methods of collecting currents of electricity in connection 
mu a conduit system of tramways.” F. J. Axson and J. W. ANSON. October 
st. 

21,067. ‘Improvements in electric motors.” J. H. Kaye. October lst. 

91,078. An improved party line telephone system.” Н, C. HEIDE. (G. A. 
Lowry, United States.) October 1st. 

21,088. ‘Improvements in and connected with telephone connections on the 
рагу line system." Н. OPPENHEIMER.  (Actiengesellschaft Mix & Genest, 

ermany.) October Ist. 


21,090. “ Improvements in or relating to dynamometers for electric currents.” 
A. J. Вост. (M. E. Turner, United States.) October lst. 


81,098. “Improvements in or relating to electrical switches (and their 
analogues)" J. Porter. October lst. 


21,104. “ An improved electrolyte for electric batteries, and method of pre- 
paring the ingredients composing said electrolyte.” А. BLACKMAN апа C. E. 
ARREN. October lst. 


21,127. “Improvements in controllers for electric motors." G. FORBES, 
October 18%. 


91,108. ‘A splicing fitting for splicing or jointing trolley wires, cables, wire 
ropes and metal rods, of any description." A. R. Darsox. October and. 

91,178. “Ап electro-mechanical arrangement for changing speed or for 
reversing the direction of the engine.” P. J. M. Gasnizrk. October 2nd. 


21,194. ‘Improvements in or relating to the method of transmitting printing 
telegraphic messages over long lines, and to the apparatus therefor." A, 
BaTTAGLIA-GUOERRIERI. October 2d. (Complete.) 


21,216. ‘Improvements in electric railway systems." W. M. Барик, October 
2nd. (Complete.) 


91,261. “A new or improved device for use in connection with the trolleys of 
eleotric tramcars." G. Н. Bass. October 8rd. 


91,294. ‘Improvements relating to dynamo-electric machines, and electric 
motors." E. A. FaokRLUN D. October 3rd. 


91,802. “Improvements in automatic telephonic installations." B. KUGEL- 
MANN. October 3rd. 


21,804. “ Improvements in driving electrical machines by means of steam 
turbines." fikwENs Bros. & Co, Lro. (Siemens & Halske Actien-Gesellschaft, 
Germany.) October 3rd. (Complete.) 

91,805. '' Method of and apparatus for maintaining uniform speed in electric 
motors.” SIEMENS Bros, & Co., LTD. (Siemens & Halske Actien-Gesellschaft, 
Germany.) October 8rd. (Complete.) 

21,806. ‘‘ Improvements in electric lamps.” J. В. B. Bunxk. October 8rd. 
, Complete.) 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs, W. P. Thompson 
and Co., , High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stampe). 


1902. 


4,466. An improved electric switch." H. Faraday. Dated February 91st. 


4,520. “Improvements in or relating to electric batteries." V. G. Apple. 
Dated February 22nd. Р pple 


4.623. Method of cutting out large quantities of electrical energy in par- 


ticular when of high voltage." Siemens Bros. & Co. (Siemens & Halske 
Aktiengesellschaft.) Dated February 24th. 


4,624. “Cutting out oonfact devices for electric circuits.” Siemens Bros, 
and Co. (Siemens & Halske Aktiengesellschatt.) Dated February 24th. 
4,648. ‘‘ Improvements in electrical cut-outs or fuse boxes, feeder pillars and 


other devices for the interconnection of a number of conductors." F. A, 
Pocklington. Dated February 24th. 


N 


4,650. * Improvements in signalling. systems for electric railroads.“ О. W. 
Hart. Dated February 24th. 

4,799. "Improvements in and relating to electric incandescence lamp- 
holders." C. E. Knowles. Dated February 25th. 

4,754. "Improvements in field magnete for dynamo-electric machines or 
electric motors." R. Lundell. Dated February 26th. 

4,755. “Improvements in incandescent electric lamps." E. McOuat. Dated 
February 25th. 

. 4,768. “Improvements in aro lamps.“ W. Crudgington. Dated February 25th. 

11,160. “Improvements in eleotrio arc lamps." A. Kirby and A. J. Kirby. 
Dated May 15th. 

11,818. "Improvements in and relating to the transmission of electrical 
impulses.” L. Walter and P. Walter. Dated May 16th. 

11,824. “Improvements in electricity meters of the kind known as two-raie 
meters." L. J. Aron and J. W. Flower. Dated May 16th. 

11,857. “Improvements in electricity meters.“ K. Anderson. Dated 
May 17th. 

11,869. “Improvements in electric governing devices." J. J. O'Connor and 
W. О.В. Hilditch. Dated May 17th. : | 

12,468. "Improvements relating to eleotrical measuring instruments." E. 
Weston and A. O. Benecke. Dated May 81st. 

15,119. An improved method of providing copper cables, intended for use 
as electrical conductors, with solid ends." G. G. M. Hardingham. (Felten and 
Guilleaume Carlswerk Actiengellschaft.) Dated July 7th. 

10,849. “Improvements in electric switehes applicable for electrically-driven 
hoists or other machines.” J.C. Etchells. Dated July 16th. 

16,041. Improvements in electrical resistances.” A. О. Reyrolle. Dated 
July 18th. - 

16,0079. “ Improvements in electrie motors for ceiling fans." W. J. Bollo. 
Dated July 19th. 

16,341. Improvements in and relating to the prevention of formation of 
deleterious vapours by electric discharges in the air.” Н. Viertel and Gebruder 
Siemens & Co. Dated July 22nd. : 

16711. “Ап improvement in electrical conductors." Siemens Bros. & Co., 
Ltd., and W. Dieselhorst. Dated July 28th. 

16,776. An electrically operated safety clutch for hoists.” U. Horsfall and 
J. Crowther. Dated July 29th. 

16,905. ‘Improvements relating to contact fingers for electric controllers.” 
H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated July 80%Һ. 

16,939. ‘Improvements іп or relating to apparatus for electiic transmission 
more particularly adapted for operating and controlling automatic type-setting 
and composing machines." J. Lagarde. Dated July 30th. 

16,984. ‘Improvements relating to electrodes for secondary batteries." P. A. 
Gouin. Dated July 81st. 

17,884. "Improvements in dynamo-electric machines." Н. Н. Lake. 
(General Electric Co.) Dated August 7th. 

17,885. "Improvements in means for regulating electric circuits." H. H. 
Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated August 7th. 

17,389. *‘ Improvements in and relating to the insulation of high potential 
electrical current.” H. H. Lake. (General Electric Co.) Dated August 7. 

17,794. “Improvements in apparatus for actuating the electrical controlling 
appliances of the motors of electrio railway cars." Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd 
(Siemens & Halske Aktiengesellschaft. Dated August 18th. 

18,228. “Improvements in electric switches." Н. Н. Lake. 
Electric Co.) Dated August 19th. 

18,817. “Improvements in electric arc lamps.“ British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (J. J. Wood.) Dated August 20th, 

18,320. Improvements in controllers for eleotrio motors.“ British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Lid. Dutton.) Dated August 20th. 

18,827. “Improvements in starting devices for electric motors. British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (R. H. Read.) Dated August 20th, 

18,222. “Improvements in fuseless rosettes for electrio circuits." The 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Wirt. Dated August 20tb. 

18,828. "Improvements in systems of electric motor control.” The British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Case. Dated August 20th. 

18,880. ‘Improvements relating to armatures for dynamo-electric machines.“ 
The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Reist. Dated August 20th. 

18,831. * Improvements in means for regulating dynamo-electric machines." 
The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (McKay.) Dated August 20th. 

18,786. Improvements in electric arc lamps.” H. Bremer. Dated 
August 26th. 

18,922. "Improvements in electric meters." H, H. Lake. (The General 
Electric Co.) Dated August 28th. 

18,926. ‘Improvements in electrical transformers.” H. H. Lake. (The 
General Electric Co.) Dated August th. | 

18,988, ‘Improvements in safety appliances or trolley catchers for electric 
cars.” G.C. Miles. Dated August 28th. 

19.208. "Improvements in or connected with trolleys for electric traction.” 
S. Roberts. Dated September 2nd. 

19,428. “Improvements in electro-magnetic brakes." J. G. Childe. Dated 
September 4th. 

19,568. "Improvements in and relating to electrical switch devices applicable 
to rheostats, commutators and the like," H. H. Lake. (General Eleotric Co.) 
Dated September 6th. 

19.688. "Improvements in the carbon feeding and arcing mechanism of elec- 
tric arc lamps." Veritys, Ltd., and W. R. Ridings. Dated September 9th. 

19,689. Improvements in the carbon feeding mecbanism of elecírio arc 
lamps.“ Veritys, Ltd., and W. R. Ridings. Dated September 9th. 

19,842. “Improvements in electrical switches," W. A. MacFarlane. Dated 
September 11th. 

19,901. “Improved apparatus for converting variations in the intensity of an 
electric current into variations in the intensity of light.“ C. Hulsmeyer. Dated 
September 11th. | 

19,985. ‘Improvements in electricity meters." The British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., and Holden. Dated September 12th. 

20.240. Improvements in electric conduit railways or tramways.” R. А. 
Hadfield and D. Galbraith. Dated September 16th. 

20415. “Improvements in terminals for electric wires." The Wolseley Tool 
and Motor-Car Co., Ltd., and H. Austin. Dated September 19th. 

20,488. Improvements in eleotric safety fuses.” O. L. Peard and F. Dew. 
Dated September 19th. 

20,257. “Improvements in the electrical control of the water supply of 
lavatories, bath tubs, shower baths and bowls.” I. G. Wateman.  Daied 
September 20th. 

20,868. "Improvements in means or apparatus for attaching electric sconces 
and the like to walls, ceiling, and other places.“ A. van Hooydonk. Dated 
September 21th. 

20,931. "Improvement in automatic electric fire alarms, and generally 
applicable to heat-operated signalling and controlling devices.” R F. 3. 
Venner. Dated September 25th. 

21,090. '*Improvements іп perforators, more particularly for use with autc- 
matic telegraph transformers.“ J. Gell. Dated September 27th. 

21,462. ‘Improvements in or relating to the detection of electrical otcilia- 
tions." W. H. Walter and J. A. Ewing. Dated October 2nd. 

21,648. “Improvements in the control of the electro-motors on electric rail- 
way cars.” Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., Lydall & Duke. Dated October tth. 

21,881. ' Improvements in electric aro lamps." W. J. Davy. Dated 
October "th. 

22,017. “Improvements in the construction of underground conduits, more 
especially intended for use in underground electric traction." Т. E. Devon- 
shire. Dated October 9th. 
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No. 1, 352. 


ELECTRICITY FOR MINES DRAINAGE. 


In our issue of October 16th it was stated that Col. Cochrane, 
chairman of the South Staffordshire Mines Drainage 
Commissioners, said that the use of electric pumps had com- 
menced. We might have added that Mr. Е. В. Marten, 
joint engineer, reported that the first electric pump installed 
gave such excellent results that three others had been put 


down at once. He says that these little pumps throw more 
water than any of the other stationary pumps. The advent 


of the Midland Electric Corporation, Ltd., made these 
economies possible, and we hope that both the supply com- 
pany and the Mines Drainage will continue to benefit 
mutua'ly. Wherever possible the company, which has its 
main generating station at Ocker Hill, near the centre of 
the Mines Drainage operations, and has sub-stations all over 
an area of more than 100 sq. miles, takes power to the 
pump-motors by means of overhead cables. It is pleasing 
to note that property owners have given the necessary per- 
mission for the passage of wires across their lands. It is 
only by such means that widely scattered motors, often 
far from the main roads, can be supplied with any hope of 
economy, and no undertaking was ever more in need of 
economy of any description than the Mines Drainage Com- 
mission. It is doing magnificent work in this heavily 
watered coalfield, but for one reason or another it has had 
to struggle with serious financial burdens for years, The 
Commission has compulsory powers to levy rates on every 
ton of coal gotten and raised, both on account of deep and 
surface drainage. These rates are adjusted from time to 
time. This year the outlook and the retrospect are particularly 
bid, because of the serions reduction of coal output; 
3,000,090 tons were assessed for general drainage rates, there 
being a decrease of 85,000 tons. In only one district has 
there b2en an increase, and that the small one of 19,000 tons. 
On the other hand, the rainfall inereased almost 3 in., 
making so much more water to be pumped. The actual 
quantity dealt with was over 18,000,000 tons, ог 304 
tons per ton of mineral. The cost of pumping was ‘17d. 
per ton of water, or 5°185d. per ton of coal. What with 
high railway rates, throttled canal systems, small pits, 
antiquated methods of working and idle miners, is it any 
wonder that the rich South Staffordshire coalfield cannot 
compete with others more favourably situated ? There are 


many millions of. tons of coal lving drowned and only wait- 


iog to be “forked,” as the Cornish term goes, but 


there is little prospect of man's fingers touching much of 
it so long as the pumping authority is itself in need 
of “ forking.” The substitution of electricity for steam 
will, without doubt, reduce that 5d. per ton, and will 
result in more water being pumped than now from the same 


number of stations, but we can hardly hope that much new 


unwatering will be undertaken until the appalling load of debt 
has been raised.. The chief advantages of the motor-driven 
: | D 
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pumps over the steam pumps are, first, automatic operation 


which almost wipes out the wages charge ; secondly, reduced. 
maintenance charges; vnd thirdly, the low cost of energy. 


The pumps at present at work are iu use on the surface only. 
Now tbat satisfactory water-tight motors are to be bought, 
we hope that the use of electricity will be extended to the 
pit. 


THE PLEASURE OF BUSINESS. 


In distributing the prizes to the successful students at the 
Halifax Municipal Technical School the other day, Mr. Bryce, 
M.P., made a speech on technical education, which follows the 
conventional lines of to-day. He pointed out that we 
require more scientific education, that to be really usefal the 
teaching of applied science must be based on that of pure 
science, that science was king, and that that nation would 
have the most brilliant commercial and industrial future 
which was able most completely to master and apply the 
forces of nature in the most economical way. If we devoted 
moré attention to education than in the past, and if the 
employers gave a good lead and all classes responded to it, 
we might still retain the place which England had hitherto 
held as the greatest industrial and commercial country in 
Europe. All this is very true, though not particularly new ; 
and if the non-technical public in the United Kingdom 
could be brought really to believe in the pecuniary value of 
education in general, and our manufacturera to believe in 
the pecuniary value of specialired education, there would be 
more hope for us. But as long as it is considered more 
manly and valuable to the race for & young man to make a 
"century" on the cricket field than a discovery in the 
laboratory, this kind of preaching falls on wilfully deaf eere. 
Mr. Bryce, however, made two other remarks which are not 
во inevitable in political speeches on educational matters, for 
he remarked that one could not always be growing at the 
same rate, particularly if one hud formerly been growing 
very fast. When a new disease is christened with a poly- 
syllabic name by the physicians, all our friends have or die 
of it; and when a new nation enters into commercial com- 
petition it appears to grow atan astounding rate, because 
we base our conception of its growth on its percentage 
increase over tbe figures of last year, and igvore the absolute 
figures altogether. At the end of June, 1815, we occupied 
a relatively much more importaut position as a nation in 
Europe, in the world indeed, than we do now; but this is 
not to say that we have decrea«d in absolute importance 
since that time. Mr. Bryce's other point which has attracted 
us is where he said that a young man should not look upon 
his business merely as в means of making an income, 
although an income and a position in life are necessary for 
all of ne. In other words, Mr. Bryce preaches tbe grandeur 
of work, not so much of ** labour " as the word is commonly 
employed. It is a perfectly sound and judicious doctrine; 
but it applies (о the тап of science and the statesman rather 
than to the commercialist and tradesman of to-day. Iu the 
olden time, when a boot-maker made boots, choosing his 
leather, ard selling his wares to a customer, he muy be 
imagined to have felt a throb of pride every time that 
custumer passed his door dryshod. But now nobody makes 
anything, only bits of things. Few makers sell their wares, 
they only distribute them among other distributors. It is 
difficult to see how any man can take pride in the process of 
retailing, his only pleasure apart from his profit must be the 
low one of "freezing out" a competitor. But the brain 


worker does make and sell his own goods, and though he is 
often scandalously underpaid, he finds his reward in the pleasure 


of creation. 


There are not so many professional men who 
would go on trying to invent useful things and striving to 
discover some of Nature's secrets, if the only guerdon they 
received were their fees and a problematical knighthcod at 
the end of their career ; they would prefer the less exhausting 
and more remunerative butcher's shop. We are often told 
that it is snobbishness for a professional man to exalt him- 
self above his acquaintances who are in trade and commerce, 
and when he does it offensively or personally, such is 
admittedly the case. But since the highest characteristic 
of mankind is power to think, that class of work ranks first, 
ard furthest removes its performer from the lower creation, 
which is done most with the brain and least with the muscles. 
Honourable men of commerce may lend dignity to the work 
they do: but the work be does, or tries to do, adds dignity 
to the man of science with the meanest personality. It ir, 
indeed, a lucky thing for our country that such is the саве ; 
for did not research always find its reward in the mental 
gratification of work well done, not so many of our great 
men in the past would have been content to die in abject 
poverty or in the workhonse, and many of the wonderful 
discoveries of the Victorian era, which our fellow- citizens 
accept as a matter of course, would never have been made. 
At the same time this is no excuse for our employers and 
capitalists to pay unfairly low wages to their scientific 
experts, for the labourer is wortby of his hire. 


WE wish to write very plainly upon a 
certain matter, We frequently have occa- 
sion to inquire of company secretaries, over the telephone, 
whether their meetings of shareholders are to be open to the 
Press. For our pains we sometimes receive an abrupt 
response: “Come if you like; but we're not going to 
pay!” The telephone as à medium for conversation does 
not permit us to act in the manner which our first impulse 
would dictate as the most deserving ; and perheps it is as 
well, for electrical firms may justly feel indignant at the 
prevailing attitude of the financial Press, which demands во 
many guineas per column for giving publicity to the 
proceedinge, and if the golden guineas are not forth- 
coming, will either leave the meeting severely alone, 
or give a dozen bashed-up lines which are of little 
use to anybody. But what we object to is that we 
should be classed with the financial Press in the belief that 
their ways are our ways. Our contemporaries will do as 
they please. Scothing syrup for settling qualms of conscience 


A Few Words 
About Oarselves. 


is plentiful and cheap, and they doubtless find it easy to 


excuse their pretent system by saying that such a report is 
an excellent advertisement for which full payment thould be 
made. We have no hesitation in describing it as a corrupt 
practice, and one which is bound to have as one of its leading 
consequences the misleading of the public. Many financial con- 
temporaries веш to have little regard for the interests of 
the resder; it is only part of the game that a bucket-shop 
should be * exposed in dramatic fashion now and then in 
order to preserve one's reputation.“ 

A few weeks ago at au adjourned city meeting a shuie- 
holder inquired why it was that a proper account of 
the last meeting was not p ut, tbrough the medium of the Press, 
before the numerous sbareholders who could not personally 
attend. The chairman replied that they were in financial 
difficulties, and could not afford to pay the six guineas per 
column which the Press demanded. The remark caused 
little surprise, because the meeting seemed to be largely 
composed of financial men, who know how these things 
are done in the City. We merely quote this as one 
instance of what is going on. Only this week we 
made application respecting the meeting of an electrical 
firm, and were informed that many Press representatives 
had made generous offers, but the company would not pay 
anybody. Is it surprising to observe that not a single 
Press representative besides that of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 


DP A 20.800. 


vol. 53. No. 1,352, Остовив 23, 1903.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


647 


was in attendance until toward the end of the proceedings, 
when he was joined by a solitary Press Agency reporter ? 
An account of the meeting would presumably have been 
interesting matter / paid for, but no pay, no report! 

We have made these remarks partly in order to very 
plainly state that the position of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
is, and has always been, this: no payment of any kind has 
ever been accepted by us (and it has been offered a hundred 
times) for any matter published in our editorial pages, 
whether relating to City companies and their meetings, 
trade news or anything else. The insertion of matter must 
always rest at our discretion; we are the sole arbiters 
respecting what is and what is not interesting to the reader, 


and what is best calculated to promote the good of the elec- · 


trical industry. 

No doubt some will say that we are making a display 
of Pharisaical phylacteries; for that suggestion we care 
nothing, 
associated in some minds with the reprehensible practices 
to which we have referred. If company secretaries 
and officials — and, indeed, all of our readers—will please 
note this, we may be spared the treatment which, under 
a misapprehension, is sometimes meted out to ug. 


Картум is at present by far the most 
expensive of all known metals, and it 
becomes a matter of great interest to 
know how it is produced. Hitherto, it appears to have 
been wholly obtained from **pitchblende," a native ore of 
uranium. Besides uranium, this ore contains many 
impurities, of which radium is one. The radium is found 
in such small quantities that it has been said that there is 
more gold in sea water than radium in  pitchblende. 
Pitchblende is found in Bohemia, Cornwall, and several 
other localities ; specimens from Colorado, U.S.A., have 
recently been examined by Prof. Curie, and declared to 
show excellent radio-activity. It is stated that a company 
is being organised at Denver, Colorado, for the purpose of 
extracting radium from the uranium ore found in tbat 
locality. The process for extracting radiam from pitch- 
blende is described as follows in the Lancet. — Operations for 
the extraction are commenced by crushing the pitchblende, 
and then roasting the powder with carbonate of soda. After 
washing, the residue is treated with dilute sulphuric acid ; 
then the sulphates are converted into carbonates by boiling 
with strong carbonate of soda. The residue contains 
radium sulphate, which is an exceedingly insoluble salt. 
The soluble sulphates are washed out, and the residue or 
insoluble portion is easily acted upon by hydrochloric acid, 
which takes out, among other things, polonium and actiniam. 
Radium sulphate remains unattacked, associated with some 
barium sulphate. The sulphates are then converted into 
carbonates by treatment with a boiling strong solation 
of catbonate of eoda. The carbonates of bariam and 
radium are next dissolved in hydrcchloric acid and precipi- 
tated again as sulphates by means of sulphuric acid. The 
sulphates are further purified and ultimately converted into 
chlorides, until about 15 lbs. of barium and radium chloride 
are obtained by acting upon 1 ton of crushed pitchblende. 
Only & small fraction of this mixed chloride is pure radium 
chloride, which is finally separated from barium chloride by 
crystallisation, the crystals from the most radio-active of the 
solutions being selected. In this way the crystals ulti- 
mately obtained are pure radium chloride of a very high 
degree of radio-activity. 

Specimens of radium prepared by Curie are 7,000 times 
more radio-active than uranium; the German specimens 
examined by Curie have not exceeded a radio-activity of 
900, 


The Extraction 
of Radium. 


Our objection is that we are unwarrantably · 


MOTOR-GENERATORS AND ROTARY 
CONVERTERS. 


By H. M. HOBART. 
(Concluded from page 609.) 


NoTE.—T wo most unfortunate errors occurred in our 
last instalment of Mr. Hobart's article: fig. 4 was reprinted 
in place of fig. 8, and figs. 17А and 178 were accidentally 
interchanged.—Eps, 


THE EFFECT OF OPERATING THE ROTARY CONVERTER 
WITH SHUNT EXCITATION ALONE. ` 


We shall next investigate the action of this rotary con- 
verter when shunt excited, and with 9,000 ampere-turns, at 
full load—this giving unity power factor at fall load and 


980 amperes ipot per phase. 
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FIG. 8. 
The straight line e f drawn in fig. 8 through the ponts 
9,500 — 210 
and 9 000 — 980 


gives, by its points of intersection with the characteristic 
curves at various loads, the values given iu Table X. 
TaBLE X.— ROTARY ComvkRTBR WITH SHUNT EXCITATION. 
te, with 0 Y compounding, and adjusted for unity power fector 
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Fig 174.—64 Per CENT. 
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Compounpine. Full Load Excitation, 6,000 shunt ampere-tur.s per pole, 3,830 series ampere-turns per pole. 
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Fie 175.—36 Pes Cent. Comporncina. Full Load Excitation, 7,000 shunt ampere-turns per pole, 2,590 series ampere-turns per pole. 
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Fic. 17c.—SHunt Excitation ONLY. Unity Power Factor 
at Full Load. 


The results in Table X. are plotted in the curves in fig. 16 
(p. 561), from which it is seen that for the rotary converter 
with shunt excitation there is practically no wattless com- 
ponent available for magnetisation and demagnetisation in 
regulation. 

For a resistance of 0:01 ohm and a reactance of 0°01 
ohm per phase, and with 222-6 volta at the generator, the 
regulation is as follows :— 


No load .. Commutator voltage = 632 
F'ull load i M SEV = 600 
2 x full load... » s = 562 
For a resistance of 0:01 ohm and a reactance of 0'04 
ohm per phase and a generator voltage = 222°6 :— 
No load .. Commutator voltage = 660 
Full load ei т - si = 600 
2 x full load... н „ = 557 
For a resistance of 0:02 ohm per phase, the values set 
forth in Table XI. were obtained. 
TaBLE XI.—SHonT EXCITATION. 
Ohms reactance per phase. | 0°01 0:02 | 003 0°04 
Generator voltage ... is 232 233 234 2355 
b | Һа Commutator voltage. a 
No load 8 «| 563 678 696 725 
Full load єє T 600 600 600 600 
1°25 x fullload .. Ds — — — 565 
15 x full load dos — — | 6521 — 
175 x full load 546 527 — 
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The values in Table XI. are plotted in the curves of 
fig. 17c. 

The curves in fig. 17D summarise the results for “ 64 
per cent. compounding,” 36 per cent. compounding,’ 
and for shunt excitation (i. e., no compounding). 
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Taking the diagrams of fig. 17 in vertical rows, those at the 
left correspond to low line resistance ; and the further one goes 
towards the right, the greater is the line resistance. The 
curves of the upper left-hand diagram, where the line 
resistance is low and the compounding high, are in striking 
contrast to those lower down and towards the right, where 
the line resistance is greater and the compounding lower. 

The results of this investigation, as brought together 
in the. groups of curves of fig. 17, afford ample evidenoe 
that only in cases where the distance of transmission is во 
short, the voltage so high, or the outlay for cables so great 
that a very low resistance per phase is obtained, can rotary 
converters be satisfactorily operated for automatic control of 
the commutator voltage for practically constant voltage at 
all loads, much lees then for 5 per cent. or 10 per cent. higher 
commutator voltage at full load than at no load. Even with 
а low resistance per phase, it is necessary to provide large, 
expensive and wasteful auxiliary reactance coils in order to 
obtain satisfactory voltage control by automatic phase adjust- 
ment, and for anything more than a very low resistance per 
phase, there is soon reached a value of the reactance beyond 
which it is ineffective in producing improved conditions in 
this respect. In fact, with shunt excited rotary converters, 
as may be seen from the curves in the third row of fig. 17, 
and even with a small percentage of series winding, reactance 
makes the regulation still worse. The curves also show the 
great importance of a large percentage of series winding from 
the standpoint of regulation of the commutator voltage by 
phase control. 

It must further be remembered that these estima- 
tions have been made upon a rotary converter of very 
liberal design. From any other standpoint than that 
of regulation, a much cheaper design would have been 
permissible, but would, so far as rela to this 
feature of voltage control, have led to decidedly worse 
results. In consequence of the absence of armature reaction 
in rotary converters operated at unity power factor, such a 
machine should, in the interests of an economical design, be 
proportioned with a strong armature and with a magnetic 
circuit of small cross-section ; the saturation should also be 
high, as also the “nominal” current density in the 
armature conductors, because of the partial mutual 
neutralisation of the alternating current by the continuous 
current components of the total current. All these features 
have, however, to be partly sacrificed in the interests of 
phase control. Then, again, the weaker the series winding, 
the higher is the average power factor of a rotary converter 
operated in this manner. This may be seen by comparing 
the curves of figs. 9, 15 and 16 (pp. 650—651). Thus, 
again, we see that good automatic commutator voltage 
regulation by phase control, requires a poor power factor at 
all except a very narrow range of loads. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES, 

It should be of interest to apply these principles to a 

typical case, and as very complete data has been published* 
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Fun load voltage in per cent. of no load voltage 


Full load voltage in per cent. of no load voltage 
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Fer cent. compounding 


Per cent. compounding 


Fig. 17p.—Summaky оғ Resurs or Fias. 174, 17B AND 17c. 


on the Central London Railway, this installation may be 
chosen for our purpose. 

Owing to the short distance of 6} miles from the power 
house to the most remote sub-station, the conditions are 
especially favourable to a fair showing for rotary converters. 
The original sub-station installation consisted mainly of six 


* See Engineering, February 18th, 25th, and March 4th, 1898; 
ELBOTRICAL Ravrgw, June 1st,'8th, 15tb, 22nd and 29tb, 1900. 


900-Kw. rotary converters, twenty-one 300-Kw. air blast trans- 
formers, with blower seta for circulating the air through them, 
and all necessary switchgear and auxiliary apparatus, These 
were located in three sub-stations, distant respectively, 1°6, 
3:5, and 6'2 miles from the generating station. The 
average distance is, therefore, about 3:8 miles. The high- 
tension cable equipment for the whole plant comprised :— 
84,000 ft. of lead-sheathed, paper insulated, three-core cables 
of а cross-section of 0°1875 sq. in. of copper per соге; and 
74,000 ft. of lead-sheathed, paper insulated, three-core cable 
of a cross-section of 0°125 sq. in. of copper per core. 

Taking the cost* of these two cables at £800 per mile, 
y £600 per mile respectively, the total cost is made up as 
ollows :— 


. Cost for 01875 sq. in. cables 007 x 800 e. £5,150 


» » 01 [1] , MPO. X 600 eee 8,400 
| £13,550 

33 per cent. for connections in power house and е 
sub-stationst jus iis ds -— з 450 
Total outlay for cables .. £18,000 


or £33 per xw. rated output of rotary converters installed. 


Take the cost of the rotary converters at £2°5 per rated 
kilowatt, and of the air blast transformers and ventilating 
motors at £1 per rated kilowatt, and sub-station switch- 
boards and gear at £1 per rated kilowatt of sub-station, 


6 x 900 x 2'5 ... £13,500 for six rotary convertere. 

21 x 300 x 10 ... £6,300 for 21 air-blast transformers and 
| ventilating motors. 

6 x 900 x 1°0 ... £5,400 for switchboards and gear. 


While the above costs are made up from round figures, 
they are thoronghly representative of the market prices of 
that date. If one were to lay out a plant of similar capacity 
using motor-generatora, two-thirds as great total copper 
cross-section in the cables would be ample, less sub-division 
of the cables would be necessary, and three independent cables 
from the power house would give fully as great security as 
the four cables employed in the rotary converter installation. 
Hence the individual cables would have but slightly less 
oross-sections of copper per соге, and the specific cost would 
be but slightly increased. The cost for cables thus becomes : 
—1:08 x 67 x 18,000 = £12,400. 

Taking the cost of motor-generator sets 75 per cent. higher 
than that of the rotary converters, gives 


1°75 x £18,500 = £28,600 for motor-generators. 


The transformer item falls out. 

The outlay for switchboards and gear may be taken two- 
thirds as great per kilowatt, since the number of panels, 
switches, bus-bars, &c., may be greatly reduced and 
simplified. 
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* Rough published data for cost of cables may be found in 
Appendix VIII. of Mr. O’Gorman’s paper on the “Insulation of 
Cables” (Proceedings J. E. E, Vol. XXX , 1901, p. 680) ; in Mr. Earle's 
paper on The Supply of Electricity in Bulk (Proceedings IJ. E. E., 
Vol. XXXI., 1902, p. 895); and in Mr. Stewart's paper on The 
Influence of Sub-station Equipment on Cost of Electricity Supply ” 
(Proceedings I. E. E., Vol. XXXI., 1902, p. 1122). | 

t This percentage is high in the case in question, because of the 
very short distance between gub-stations. 
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Outlay for switchboards and gear = 0°67 x £5,400 


== £3,600. 
-TABLE oF COMPARATIVE Costs. 

High-tension cables .. .. £18,000 £12,400 
Rotary converters 13,500 — 
Motor-generators — ... si -— ids — 23,600 
Step-down transformers and ventilating sete 6,300 — 
Sub- station switcbboards and gear ... .. 5, 400 3,600 

£43,200 239,600 


Whether the interest on this 9 per cent. less outlay for the 
motor - generator scheme would affect the 3 per cent. to 6 per 
cent. lower efficiency of operation, would require a careful 
analysis of the operating costs. 

Moreover, it is highly probable that a still less proportional 
initial outlay for cables would be permissible with motor- 
generators, if the interest on the saving justified the 
decreased economy in operation. The cross-section of 
cables, so far as reliability in service is concerned, would be 
determined from the point of view of the permissible 
current density, or rather the permissible heating, and not 
from that of the permissible CR drop. 

It is by no means intended here to assert that in the 
Central London plant the use of motor-generators would 
have led to ultimate higher earning capacity ; but so much 
data has been given to the public on this particular plant 
as to permit of a fair comparison on the basis of published 
data. It serves to illustrate the basis on which a comparison 
should be made, and shows that with longer systems re- 
quiring a greater proportional outlay for high-tension 
cables, the balance tends towards showing an economic 
advantage to be gained by the use of motor-generators. 
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WASTE OF ENERGY IN TENDERING. 
Bv E. K. SCOTT, M.LE.E., A. M. I. C. E. 


A BISTRESSING feature of the present system of tendering 
for electrical work is the very large amount of wasted brain 
energy which it necessitates. Competition has become so 
keen that it is quite common for a hundred or so tenders to 
be sent in for quite a small contract, such, for example, as an 
extension steam dynamo for a central station. The preparation 
of these tenders representa a great deal of time wasted by 
those who are engaged in the estimating and drawing offices 
of various firms, and the writer contends that the bulk 
of such time is a direct loss to the profession. Of course, a 
certain amount of competitive tendering is necessary ; but 


Per com. of Full Load Current trom Commutater 


Fia. 15. 


when it comes to 50 firms submitting over 200 separate 
prices for a contract which, after all, may only amount to 
about £1,000, the matter has reached a stage which borders 
on the absurd. This is especially во when one considers 
that a large number of the prices are cross tenders, That is 
to say, an engine firm will submit prices of their engine 
with about a dozen different makes of dynamoe, and, on the 
other hand, the dynamo maker submits prices for his 
dynamo coupled to a dozen different types of engines. It 
not only wastes the time of those who have to make up 
such tenders, but it is also confusing to the engineer who 
has to analyse them. 

When there is much cross tendering, information is liable 
to leak out before the time, and possibly this is why many 
firms make a practice of telegraphing their prices at the Jast 
minute. The delay and expense entailed by this kind of 
thing is quite a serious matter, especially if it happens that 


‘several separate tenders have to be sent off on the same day. 


Municipal contracte must, of course, be publicly advertised 
for, and a company is in a much better position in this 
respect, because the engineer can select a few firms from 
whom to ask prices, and by not having a committee of shop- 
keeping councillors to please, he decides the matter with a 
minimum of trouble. Possibly this is one reason why a 
company’s station is, as a rule, more uniform than a muni- 
cipal station, and it should be remembered that such uni- 
formity of plant means a good deal in decreased attendance. 

Probably the worst case of wasted brain energy occurs 
when somebody decides to ask for prices for completely 
equipping his works, mine or quarry, &c., with electric 
power. Instead of calling in an expert to advise and draw 
up suitable specifications, he writes to varions manufacturing 
firms, and generally manages to convey very little really 
useful information. More often than not he is one of those 
ducks who talk of nominal horse-power and whose idea of 
high pressure steam is 40 Ibs. to the square inch. 

Anyway, the information is so vague that the various firms 
find it necessary to send down a representative. and in £0 
many words, they each act as consultant to the job, and in 
due course submit detailed specifications, drawings and 
prices, which cost a good deal of money to get out. The 
inquirer, finding he is a little beyond his depth, pigeon- 
holes the papers, and if the matter does crop up again years 
afterwards, the conditions are literally zo different that the 
whole thing has to be gone into de novo. 

This sort of thing occurs every day, and it takes a parti- 
cularly aggravated form when the inquiry is from the 
Colonies or abroad, as it then resolves itself into a series of 
lessons on electrical engineering by correspondence. Occa- 
sionally the inquirer decides to order some plant, and he 
forthwith places the matter in the hands of a shipping firm 
in the City, whose regular business may be the buying and 
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selling of jate, sugar, dry gocds, or other commodity 
equally remote from machinery. Such firm has usually а 
clerk, one of whose relations is & timekeeper in a foundry 
(mechanical), or possibly a platelayer (civil engineer), and во 
being himself an engineer by ins/inc! as it were, he is given 
the job of sending out inquiries and adjudicating on the 
tenders. Needless to say, the lowest price gets it every 
time, irrespective of what is offered, and after Mr. Clerk 


‘has done this a few times he applies for admittance to the 


Institution; in the bad old days he used to get in, 
too, his proposers and supporters being members of the firms 
who received the orders. 

The killing off of a few of the emaller concerns, and the 
combining of the larger ones, is apparently the tendency of 
the times, and if it does nothing else, it may at any rate 
minimise the present appalling waste of brain energy in the 
manufacturing and contracting branches. The writer 
heard of a firm the other day which tendered for every job 
advertised, whether municipal or otherwise; in 12 months 
they were only successful on two occasions, and in one of 
these there had been a slip in the price, во the tender had to 
be withdrawn. Bot what are we to say of the brain energy 
which all that useless tendering represented; ig it not a 
distinct loe to the profession? Е 


THE CONTINENTAL ELECTRICAL ENGI- 
NEERING INDUSTRY. 


Losses os Larom GERMAN MACHINES FOR YkgABS.—THE 
TEvTONIC HOLD ON AUSTRIA. 


Tue electrical engineering works in Germany are fully employed 
atthe present time, but there is no ceseation in the complaints 
respecting unsatisfactory prices. In fact, it is only necersary to 
consider the wide divergence between the tenders submitted for 
public contracte in order to understand the eagerness manifested to 
obtain orders at any price whatever, with a view to keeping the 
works in fall operation. The cable syndicate has been dissolved, 
aud free competition is so much the rule that one of the largest 
electrical firms, on the publication of the list of tenders sent in for 
a contract at Posen, is said to have actually offered to undertake 
the work at 7 per cent. less than the lowest tender, and at 121 per 
cent. lees ttan ite original quotation. All reports of a recovery in 
the electrical engineering industry are incorrect, and it is im- 
portant to note the statement made in interested circles that 
money has been lost for years on large machines. This fact explains 


the reason for the low prices at which orders have been accepted. 


in England and other countries in recent years. It is now expected, 
as, indeed, it bas been for several months past, that the mining and 
iron and steel trades will come forward with large orders as a 
result of the reserve manifested in this direction by these branches 
for pome time past, This anticipation may possibly be realised, as 


the coal and metallurgical companies have on the whole yielded 
more satisfactory results during the financial year ended with 
June. The formation of an incandescent lamp syndicate of 
German, Austrian and Dutch makers has already had the effect of 
improving prices. 

GERMAN COMPANIES. 

The Rheydt Cable Works Co., of Rheydt, which has a working 
capital of £62,500 out of a nominal capital of £75,000, has been 
sucessful in improving ite position during 1902-03. In fact, the 

of the directors frankly states that the expectations enter- 
tained at the beginning of the year have been exceeded, and the 
orders on band are also anticipated to provide profitable employ- 
ment in the present year. The gross profits amount to £17,281, as 
compared with £13,940 in the previous year, and after providing 
for depreciation and reserve fuads, a dividend at the rate of 12 per 
cent. has been declared, as against 10 per cent. in 1901-02. 

The recent meeting of shareholders of the German Cable Works 
Co., of Rummelsburg, near Berlin, approved the accounts sub- 
mitted for the financial year 1902-03. After absorbing the 
reserve fund, the company closed the previous year's trading with. 
a loss of £7,067, but it has now been possible to extinguish this 
deficit out of the gross profits of £12,292 earned during the past 
year. Having done this, and made provision for depreciation, the 
slight balance remaining has been placed to the credit of the 
guarantee account. It was stated at the general meeting that the 
course of business in the current year has been more satisfactory, 
and the turnover has so far been 60 per cent. in excess of that of 
the corresponding period of the preceding year. 


AUSTRIAN, Swiss AND OTHER ENTERPRISES. 


The position of affairs in Austria is very similar to that in 
Germany. The works are now well employed, but prices are from 
15 ре cent. to 20 per cent. less than they were a few years ago, 
and at times the offers of the large works are underbid to the 
extent of 50 per cent. Not only so, but the conditions of payment 
are lees satisfactory as the final settlement of accounts now extends 
over a few years, and the result is that the large works have debts 
outstanding which amount to many thousands of pounds. The 
Austrian establishments complain severely of German competition, 
whilst at the same time the export capabilities are restricted, and 
the branches established by Teutonic works are also hampered in 
developing the external trade owing to the agreements existing 
with their German parents. The principal customers at present 
are the ironworks, and other industries, but the trensformation of 
horse tramwavs, and the establishment of electric lighting stations, 
have practically ceased as the experience gained in these respecta 
has been unsatisfactory as a consequence of euch undertskings 
requiring to be financed as well as carried out by the contractors 
for the supply of the machinery. 

Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden, Switzerland, which bas a paid-up 
capital of £500,000, has just issued a4 per cent. loan to the extent 
of £200,0C0, of which £152,000 has been taken firm by a syndicate 
of Swiss banking institutions. The company is reported to have 
received an order from the recently-formed Société d’Electricité de 
Paris for the machinery equipment of the new generating station 
to be erected in the French capital.: The order, which is the largest 
that bas ever been booked by the company, is for the delivery of 
four large steam turbines and dynamos of a total of 30,000 H.P. 
The Paris Electrical Co. in question will have among ite customers 
the Metropolitan Railway Co. and the tramways of the Parisienne 
Electrique, which belong to the same group as the founders of the 
first-mentioned company. 

The position of the Franco-Swiss Co. for the Electrical Industry 
of Geneva is far from satisfsctory, judging from the results of the 
past year's trading. It is true that the profite amount to £11,360, 
as compared with £19,750 in the preceding 12 months, but it has 
been found necessary to devote a considerable portion of the former 
sum to the purpose of depreciation of the newly-constructed and 
old works. Not only so, but the whole of the £50,000 standing in 
the amortisation fund is beivg absorbed for the same object. It is 
understood that the company has incurred a heavy loss in connec- 
tion with tbe Italian Electro-chemical Co., the amount of which is 
put at approximately £32,000. A reference to the latter company 
will be found below. 

The Russian Union Electricity Oo. of Bt. Petersburg, which owns, 
next to the branch works of the Siemens & Halske Co., the largest 
manufacturing undertaking of its kind in that country, has been 
financially unsuccessful since its formation nearly four years ago. 
It was constituted with a share capital of £600,000, and the accounts 
for the past year reveal a total deficit of £227,000, or more than 
one-third of the capital. This loss apparently extends over two or 
three years, and is due, among other things, to the realisation of 
securities, depreciation of materials and losses on guarantee trans- 
actions and schemes which have not been carried into effect. The 
company maintains branches at Kieff, Warsaw, Odesea and other 
towns, and ie also interested in various electrical companies. It is 
proposed to reorganise the company with the spec:al object of 
liberating it from the present floating debt. 

The Tecnomasio Italiano Cabella of Milan, which manufactures 
electrical apparatus and macbinery, and which has not been in a 
flourishing condition for some time past, bas now been converted 
into the Tecnomasio Italiano Brown-Boveri, asa result of an agree- 
ment which bas been entered into between the former and the 
Swiss firm of Brown, Boveri & Co, of Baden, while the branch 
maintained by the latter in Milan bas also been merged into the 
new combination. In future the Swiss company will undertake the 
technical management of the Italian company, in which it basacquired 
a large financial interest. The agreement, which bas been arranged 
for 25 years, provides that the whole of the orders received by the 
Teenomasio for Italy, the Levant and the Balkans shall be equally 
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divided with the Swiss company, which will also benefit to the extent 
of a commission on the invoice valne of the electrical manufactures 
of the Italian enterprise. | 

The Italian Electro-chemical Co., which was originally formed 
with a capital of £260,000, bas had to overcome considerable diffi- 
culties in consequence of severe competition and the fact that the 
share capital was insufficient for the requirements of the company. 
Tt has, therefore, been necessary to write down the capital by 40 per 
cent., and to issue new sbares amounting to £108,000, and to convert 
the floating debt of £110,000 into a bonded debt. The company 
owns two water-power concessions, one being on tbe River Tinno, 
near Bussi, of 6,300 H. P., and the other of 38,500 нр. on the River 
Pescara, although only a portion of the first is utilised. In addition 
to these, the company has two works near Bussi and Piano, which 
are engaged in the production of chemicals. 


PRACTICAL EXAMPLES 
WITH THE CALCULATOR BOARD. 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


Series I.—wNoles for Submarine Cable Staffe. 


An article descriptive of the calenlator board appeared in 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of August 28tb, 1903. The result 
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has been a spontaneous and widespread interest, the genuine- 
ness of which, it may be added, has been shown in a manner 
essentially practical. 

The following notes, the appearance of which has been 
somewhat delayed owing to other work and many calls upon 
the writer’s time, have been arranged as a sequel to the above- 
mentioned article, and for the purpose of placing on record 
in the clearest manner possible, a series of practical examples 


easily and quickly worked out by the crosswise adjustments 


of the calculator board cursors. 

The illustrations are numbered in sequence with those in 
the afore-mentioned article. 

These notes have been written specially for the benefit of 
those officials at cable stations responsible for the routine 
cable testa, and for the localisation of any cable breaks that 
may occur. 

The fact that the deviser of the calculator board is a man 
who in the past has had practical experience in the respon- 
sibilities of a superintendent and electrician at an important 
cable station, is sufficient reason for the devoting of the 
present series of examples, more or less exclusively, to cable 
station matters. 

At a modern cable station worked constantly at high 
pressure, the calls upon the time and energies of the more 
responsible men on the staffs are often so onerous, especially 
in unfavourable climates, that it may be truly said that any 
man who devises means for simplifying, i. s., expediting any 
one branch, only, of so complex a routine, deserves well of 


his fellow workers. In any case that has been the aim of 
the deviser of the calculator board. Whether he has suc- 
ceeded experience only can show. | 
What has here been said about simplifying and expediting 
tests a& cable stations refers also, and with extra force, to 


Fia. 7. 


the requirements of the cable ship testing room. where every 
time-saving appliance is hailed as a boon to its users. 

Although the examples in the following series deal mostly 
with cable work, some of the examples, especially those 
relating to temperature coefficient corrections, will, perhaps, 
be of more general use in electrical laboratories. 

With regard to the correction of bridge coils for tempera- 
ture, the admirably simple and ingenious method devised by 
Mr. John Gott for the automatic elimination of error due 
to difference in temperature, does not do away with the 
necessity for knowledge as to the application of such correc- 
tions, should circumstances necessitate their adoption. 
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Fig. 6 is from a photograph of the finished calculater 
board, about 21 in. sq. overall, the general construction and 
working of which have been described in the former article 
already alluded to. 

Fig. 7 gives a view of the back of the board arranged with 
scales, so as to constitute an improved drawing board of an 
exceedingly convenient kind. 

For figs. 6 and 7 the writer is indebted to Messrs. W. 
Watson & Sons, of 818, High Holborn, the makers of the 
calculator board. 

Figs. 8, 9 and 10 show, full size, three portions cut from 
the electrical curve sheet devised by the writer for use with 
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the calculator board, which, as has been pointed out, can be 
adapted for any line of quantitative research. 
Fig. 8 is the upper left corner of the curve sheet ; fig. 9 
the lower left corner, and fig. 10 the lower right corner. 
Fig. 8 shows clearly the numeration of the various scales 
of ordinates — easily distinguishable by their several headings. 
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Fig. 9 shows the lower extremities of the ordinate scales, 
also the origin of the abscissa scales. 

Fig. 9 makes it clear how easy it is to associate each 
particular scale with the various formule appertaining to 
that particular scale. The formule are inscribed in line 
with their several scales, so that identification of the various 
scales is easy. 
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Fig. 10 shows the right hand extremities of the abscissa 


scales, It will be noticed that 0:08 to 0°01 on scale g, 
apply to that portion of the 2. curve which, оп the 


curve sheet, has been moved 35 mm. to the left of its correct 
position, in order to keep it within the limits of the curve 
sheet. 


The diagrams which illustrate the following examples 
have been obtained from the calculator board, and have been 
photographically reduced for the purposes of this article, 


Naturally, on this reduced scale, only the main points on 
the graduated scales are shown. 

In each case, that curve and its corresponding scales only 
are given, of which there is need in the expression or operation 
to be solved. Thus all confusion is avoided, and the student, 
or the young assistant in the testing ‘room, who, at first, 
may have been alarmed at the rather formidable appearance 
of the curve sheet, will recognise the absolate simplicity of 
its method of operation, and its great value in regard to 
expeditions work and saving of precious time. 

As regards those members of cable staffs desirous to 
become proficient in the best testa, or whose official position: 
necessitates an intelligent conception of the best methods of 
procedure, any man who has made himself fairly familiar 
with the text-books now at his disposal, will at once appre- 
ciate the advantages attaching to the calculator board. 

The serviceable books by Baines, Wilkinson, Fisher and 
Darby, and Elton Young—taking them, more or less, in 
progressive order—have resulted in bringing together, and 
presenting to cable staffs, up-to-date information as to 
modern test, methods. | 

Mr. J, Elton Young's was the first text-hook to give the 
Schaefer curves, three of which figure on the calculator 
board curve sheet, re-calculated on an extended scale. It 
follows, therefore, that a consistent student of Elton Young 
has little to learn, and nothing to fear, in the matter of 
curves. 

The writer has dilated somewhat upon this point, as there 
has been a tendency in some quarters to opine that the 
average cable station official and practical cable telegraphist 
would regard a curve as too complex a device for ordinary 
every day use. : 

EXAMPLES. 

Ezample 1.—To calculate battery power to give certain 
milliamperes (ma.) through a given approximate resistance 
in ohms (w). Reproduction of deflection method. 


Fig. 11. 


A test is made to a cable break by reproduced direct 
deflection method. Required battery powers in terms of 
Leclanché cells, to drive 5, 10, 20, 25 ma. through a resist- 
ance which a preliminary test has shown to be approxi- 
mately 8,350" including shunted galvanometer. 

Fig. 11, in which, as in all subsequent diagrams, each 


A. 
cursor strip is represented by a line, thus or |, illus- 
ү 


trates the third case stated. 


Ordinate :—G, (omnibus scale) 100 mm. q 1, 000“. 

Abicissa :—g, (omnibus scale) 100 mm. = 100 cells. 

Bring horizontal cursor (н.с.) to 335 mm. 3, 350%. 

Bring vertical cursor (v. C.) successively to points where 
curves 1, 2, 8, 4, are intersected by Н.С., and read, at 
extremity of v.c. on scale g,, result :— 

12, 23, 46 (as shown in fig. 11) and 57 ocells Leclanche. 


— 
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Example 2.—To calculate battery power to give certain 


ma. through approximately known resistance, when Wheat- 
stone bridge employed. 


A test is made to a cable break by Wheatstone bridge 
method. Bridge ratio = 1,000" : 1,000". Required the 
battery powers to drive 5, 10, 20, 25 ma. through cable 
side of bridge system, and a cable resistance of approximately 
2,555“, including resistance of milliampere meter. 

Ordinate: — о, (omnibus scale) 100 mm. = 1, 000“. 

Abscissa :—g (omnibus scale) 100 mm. = 100 cells. 

Bring h.c. to 255°5 mm. = 2,555". 

Bring v.c. successively to points where carves 1’, 2’, 3’, 
4', are intersected by H.C., and read at g, 12, 24, 48 (as 
shown in fig. 12), and 60 cells, Leclanché. | 


In this instance let results be checked by the figures 
involved: 


25 (2,555 ＋ 1.000) 
1.600 1485 x 1485 == 5987 = 60 cells. 
20 (2.555 + 1.000) 
1,000 x 1'485 
10 (2.555 + 1.000) 
1,000 x 1'485 
5 (2.555 + 1,000) 
1,000 x 1°485 


NorTE :—Farther memoranda relating to batteries are 
inscribed on the curve sheet. 


(To be continued.) 


= 47:9 = 48 cells. 


8:95 = 24 cells. 


= 12 cells. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Letters arrivin vf ter first post on Wednesday morning cannot 
ar until the following eek.) 


Automatic Fire Alarms. 


I have just been reading Mr. Oatway’s letter on the 
subject of “ Automatic Fire Alarms," which appeared in 
your issue of the 2nd inst., page 535. I have no intention 
of re-opening this discussion with a lengthy reply, for I 
think I have already fully expressed my views on the subject, 
especially as regards syntonisation, concerning wbich Mr. 
Oatway seems to have no serious argument to bring forward. 
But there are some points їп Mr. Oatway’s letter which I 
cannot allow to pass unchallenged, and I therefore appeal 
to you to afford my reply a place in your columns. Mr. 
Oatway concludes his letter thus :— 

I am quite willing to take up tbe wireless method of transmitting 
alarms of fire when any advantage can be obtained from it. At the 
moment, dealing with the conditions which exist, if the merit 
claimed was indisputable, the requirements of the fire service and 
considerations of economy would prohibit tts use in this country. 

This conclusion is so little in accordance with the facts 
brought out by the discussion, and even with Mr. Oatway’s 
letters, that I cannot help thinking that he has made a 
mistake, and that the last two lines of his letter relate to the 
ordinary alarms, and not to wireless ones. [n fact, the best 
argument that Mr. Oatway seems to be able to bring against 
the wireless fire alarm is the following :— 

I have only been able to establish at Glasgow 25 of my alarms. 


There is nothing surprising in this, when we consider 
the inconveniences which are entailed Бу the ordinary 
alarms, and to which I called attention in my former letters. 
The wireless alarms are exactly suited to supplement the 
number of these installations, as they avoid the incon- 
veniences in question and lessen the c. st. 

These are the figures relating to the expenditure in the 
two cases :—The yearly expenses for Mr. Oatway's apparatus 
amount to £5 108. on an average, or 1386:50 fr., which, at 
8 per cent., means a capital of 4,550 fr. My transmitting 
apparatus costs 500 fr. I have estimated the yearly upkeep 
at 6 fr. per apparatus, which thus requires a capital of 
200 fr. "Thus my apparatus requires a capital of 700 fr., as 
against 4,550 fr. for Mr. Oatway's. 

Ileave it to your readers to draw their own conclusions. I 
will conclude by saying—with regard to the Siemens 


.of Hollinwood. 


apparatus—that, as I have already said in my letter which 
appeared on p. 212 of your issue dated August 7th, the 
report of Mr. Oatway's speech to which I referred, was that 


published in the ELECTRICAL Review for July 17th. 
E. Guarini. 


. [This correspondence is now cloaed.—Eps. Его. REv. ] 


Winding Induction Coils. 


In connection with your description of the new method 
of winding secondaries of induction coils, I should like to 
say for general information that the method of winding may 
be new, but the idea is not, During the South African war 
(some time in 1900) my firm in Durban repaired for the 
Imperial Government (as distinct from the Colonial Govern- 
ment) a coil, the secondary of which was wound in this 
manner. From my recollections it was а 10 or 12-in. for 
X-ray work, and broke down very shortly after being put 
into service. It was a very well made article, and eatirely 
protected in polished teak case for field use, the ebonite dis- 
charging pillars unscrewing. I have tried to recollect the 
maker’s name, but cannot at this distance of time. However, 
I can assure you that it was wound exactly in the manner you 
ascribe to Mr. Leslie Miller, and we found it an extremely 
awkward jobto rewind. The number of sections was very 
large. In the many coils, large and small, I have repaired 
in my time, I have never before come across this method. 
Still it did not save the breakdown of the secondary. 


Fred. H. Hadfield, M. I. E. E., I. S. A. 
London, October 19th, 1903. 


Single-Phase Alternate Current Motors, 


I notice in your issue of the 9th inst. a short notice concern- 
ing a motor being manufactured by Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., 
It seems clear to me, from the descrip- 
tion, that all novel features claimed for this machine were 


embodied in the motor alluded to in my letters published 


in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW on October 28th and December 
12th, 1902. I may add that the motor therein described 
has been patented by me more than a year ago, and 
a certain number of additional advantages which 
do not seem to be embodied in the Schüler-Ferranti motor. 


. Val. A. Fynn. 
Bradford, October 14th, 1908. 


DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


(Continued from page 618.) 


ABMORDUOCT JUNCTION Box. 
The Amorduct Improved Electric Conduit Co, of 5, Bt. Nicholas 


Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, have just registered a new junction 
box. It embodies an entirely new method of fixing the lid by 


threading the top of the box, snd tapping the inside of the lid. 
The necessity for screws or clamps is thus obviated, and a perfeotly 
water-tight fit is secured, adding at the same time to the appear 
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ance of the box. The illustration shows a two-way box (tapped 
ready, two-way) and two knock-out holes are provided which leave 
room for future extensione, as shown by the example in the case of 


the right hand hole, which is in the process of being tapped. The 
company aupply it as an ordinary junction box, and also in connec- 
tion with theirchina outlet fittings. In the case of self-contained 


fittings, the small projection shown on the bottom of the box is 
tapped and used for securing a universal base, which in tarn is 
adapted аз a ceiling rose, wall plug, thumb switch, ceiling lamp- 
holder, or other fittings, the cast-iron lids of the boxes being suit- 
ably bushed. Where this is preferred the fittings can be mounted 
on the lids of the boxes (which in that case consist of insulating mate- 
rial) which are suitably recessed and drilled to take auy standard 
fittings. The company is now supplying Armorduct ” in a second 
extra heavy quality. We have received an advanced copy of a 
circular which is now being prepared to show the advantages pos- 
sessed by the system. ‘The company already has an interesting 
price list in circulation and copies can be obtained on application. 


G.E.C. FITTINGS AND APPLIANCES. 


The new suite of showrooms now open at the General Electric 
Co.'s address in Queen Victoria Street, E.C., contains an up-to-date 
and artistic array of electric light fixtures suitable for all branches 
of the trade. From the modest bracket or pendant for use in 
the office, to the beautifully modelled clectrolier, everything is 
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G. E. C. ORNAMENTAL RADIATOR. 


shown in its proper surroundings. Chief among the novelties on 
view are the new Cascade shade ornaments. These readily 
adapt themselves to existing fixtures, and when fitted to elec- 
troliers, brackets, pendants, &., the effect is most artistic. A 
fringe of cut-glass tubes and beads in various colours and threaded 
on wires, give this pleasing effect, and while adding to the beauty 
of the fittings, do not absorb the light, but add to its diffusion. A 
further recommendation is, that owing to wire being used for 
threading instead of the usual cotton or thread, the fringe is more 
easily cleaned. 

An improvement in lampholder interiors is noticeable in the 
G.E. Co.'s new pattern which is just placed on the market. The 
vexed question of “shorts” appears to have been the subject for 
attention, and this new pattern is produced in the hope of dispelling 
the trouble that is frequently experienced. The lampholder 
interior consists of two porcelain parts, and the necessary plungers 
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and terminals. On the base are screwed all the necessary brass 
parts, and a porcelain cover fits over the whole, leaving only the 
plungers visible, and so ensuring complete insulation from the case 
of the lampholder. 

A new departure in the capping of the well known “ Robertson,” 
lamps is now being put forward; the improvement is e 
without increasing the price of the lamp. Large consumers 
must continually experience annoyance by the unauthorised 
use of high candle-power lamps, and the G.E. Co. have, 
therefore, decided to supply special incandescent lamps of 
8 С.Р, with three-pin caps (known as the A. B. C.“), instead of the 


usual two pins. The pins are not equi-distant from each other, but 


are so placed that only the special lamp can be inserted, it being 
impossible to use the ordinary two-pin cap in the special holder 
which is, of course, required. | 

The latest patterns in electric glow radiators сап aleo be seen 
in the showrooms of the G.E. Co. Their new types are known as 
the “ Jupiter " and “ Orion " radiators. ! 

The Jupiter radiator is wired for four lampe, which are con- 
trolled by two switches, and being placed well away from the 
metal parte of the radiator, are not liable to damage. The design 
is in cast-iron, both sides and the back being completely enclosed. 
The base gives support to pillars of polished and lacquered brass, 
surmounted by an ornamental frieze of either cast-iron or brass. 
The reflector consists of highly polished aluminium. 

The Orion" radiator is very similar in design, and is most finely 
cast. The standard finish is black enamel, but when relieved in 
gold an artistic result is obtained. This radiator has five heating 
lamps controlled by three switches. 

A new pattern curling-iron heater is also now being shown. The 
design is very tasteful, the metal parts being heavily nickelled and 
mounted on a marbled base. A distinct feature of this heater is 
that the current is switched on by simply inserting the tongs, and 
automatically disconnected when they are taken out. 


^ 


G. E C. CASCADE ” FITTINGS. 


WESTMINSTER ARC Lamps. 


The Westminster Engineering Co. Ltd., of Victoria Road, 
Willesden Junction, has issued some lists of its Westminster 


enclosed arc lamps, photo-printing arc lamps, and portable battery 


booster. We illustrate in fig. 1 the mechanism of the No. 108 lamp, 
and in fig. 2 one of these lamps is shown with an ornamental cover. 
It is an enclosed type of lamp, with a single globe 7 in. in diameter. 
The burning life with one pair of carbons and 5 amperes is 
80 hours, or with 6 amperes, 70 hours. The regulation is effected 
by means of two solenoids operating a brake wheel. The positive 
carbon holder is suspended by a flexible copper cord, the other end 
of which is coiled round a spring drum; this drum is fixed on the 
same spindle as the brake wheel, and the contained spring auto- 
matically takes up any slack on the flexible cord, as, for instance, 
when the lamp is re-carboned. The carbon holder is guided in the 
centre tube by three rollers to ensure a minimum of friction. The 
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globe is fitted to the lamp as shown, the bottom plug being attached 
by a bayonet joint. The globe is carefully ground on the top edge 
to ensure a good joint with the metal plate, and the spiral spring at 
the bottom of the globe gives the necessary preasure to keep the 
joint tight without any packing whatever, and at the same time to 
act аз а safety valve for the escape of gases, should the pressure bs 


t 
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Fig. 2. 
WESTMINSTER ABC LAMPS. 


too high, as when the lamp is switched on again shortly after being 
extinguished. The space between the globe and the body of the 
lamp keeps the working parts comparatively cool. 


Verirys’ ELECTRIC BADIATOBS. 


Ws recently mentioned in our columns Messrs. Veritys' list of 
eleotric radiators for the present season, and we now illustrate one 
or two designs contained therein. Fig. 1 representa what is about 
as simple as anytbing of the kind well could be. It is a very cheap 
type, consisting of two or four heat lamps and very little else. It is 
suitable for bathrooms, and such situations where it is desirable to 
take the chill off the atmosphere. The same stove is, if required, 


supplied with a polished copper reflector to direct the heat rays 
where required. Fig. 2 shows a more ornamental type of small 
radiator suitable for more important dwelling roome, and as it is 
listed in antique copper, or oxidised silver, it should harmonise with 
much of the metal work now in vogue. There are several other 
useful and ornamental stoves in Messrs. Veritys' circular (No. 65), 
for copies of which electrical contractors should make application. 


% PawTAL" Арт FITTINGS. 


Owing to the constant trouble to cliente caused by metals 
oxidising and rusting through exposure to the atmosphere, ABT 
Firtines, Гтр., of 112, Victoria Street, B.W., have experimented 


an r 


— 
—— 


with metals and have produced an alloy, which they have registered 
under the name of Pewtal;” this alloy resists oxidisation, and 
although requiring no protective lacquer, is permanent in colour, 
and therefore needs no cleaning whatever. When once a fitting 
is fixed it never has to be repolished like other metals. This 
alloy is light in weight and capable of artistic treatment to the 
same extent as copper or steel, and we understand that architects 
and engineers are adopting ' Pewtal for electric fittings very 

ely. The natural colour of this metal is similar to oxidised 
silver, although it can be treated to represent dark armour steel, the 
colour still remaining permanent. Members of the electrical trade 
who are interested in “ Pewtal” should pay a visit to the show- 
rooms of Art Fittings, Ltd., to see some of the designs which have 
been executed in this alloy, and they may be sure of a cordial 
welcome. These designs, while being artistic and thoroughly 
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“ PEwTAaL ” FITTINGS. 


practical in every way, are free from the monstrosities which are 
occasionally produced by some workers who, in striving after some- 
thing original,“ ‘over-ride every other feature in their designs. 


The accompanying illustrations show some fittings executed in 


“ Pewtal.” 


Sremens’s LIGHTING APPLIANCES. 

From the Siemens Electric Appliances, Ltd., of Watling Street, 
E.C., we bave received various leaflets respecting their electric 
lighting appliences which are now before the trade. Their 
“ Liliput” arc lamp, which has already been described in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, is made in two forms, for indoor and outdoor 


lighting ; and some other lists show a number of different designs 


_ of electroliers and standards made to take the lamp. The “Siemens” 


new high-voltage cartridge cut-out, and the firm's arc lamp wire 
coupling and accessories for euspending arc lamps, already familiar 
to our readers, are detailed and priced in other sheets. 


CBYSELCO LAMPS. 


In anticipation of the present season, Cryselco, Ltd., of Kempston 
Works, Bedford, have put down labour-saving appliances (which, 
unfortunately, had to be obtained in America) in order to enable 
them to make more uniform lamps at a decreased cost, the output 
of one machine equalling that of eight girls The “Cryselco” 
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incandescent lamp is made entirely by mechanical appliances, it 
only being handled in passing from one machine to another. This 
lamp has been adopted as the company’s standard for this season, 
and there is every prospect that this year’s output will greatly 
exceed last year’s record. 


SIMPLEX CONDUIT SPECIALITIES. 


The latest improvements introduced by the Simplex Bteel Con- 
duit Co., Ltd., consist of some new mountings for switches, ceiling 
roges, &c. All lug mounted switches, ceiling roses, wall pluge, cut- 
outs, &c., are now mounted with special regard to obtaining perfect 
insulation from the accessories to the metal conduite A thick 
insulating disc is first screwed to the top of the company's standard 
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iron boxes forming a non-conducting lid by means of countersunk 
metal screws, the heads of the screws being below the surface of the 
disc when screwed down. The porcelain fitting is then fixed to 
this,disc by means of metal screws, tapped holes being made in the 
disc to receive them. The disc is beavy and rigid enough for a 
solid grip to be obtained. The boles on the discs for fixing the 
accessories on are almost at right angles to the holes provided 
for the holding down screws, and it will thus be seen that this 
method of mounting has great advantages over the system of screw- 
ing the swjtches, &c, direct on to the metal box with screws. 
Fig. 1 shows a switch with insulating disc and box taken apart, 
and fig. 2 a switch mounted in position on the box. The com- 
pany has also introduced a spring lid mounting for special cases 


where the minimum projection is required; it consists of a ring 
which accurately fits into the top edge of the box, and ів, to all 
intents and purposes, one of their patent spring-in lids, punched 
во as to fit round between the base and cover of a switch or other 
accessory, thus allowing the base to be partly sunkinto the box. This 
makes a good job with as small an amount of projection as possible, 
measured from the bottcm of the box, and, where desired, these 
fittings are supplied with two screws in the box so as to prevent 
the lid from being displaced by any unusual strain being put upon the 
switch, tending to pall it away from the box. Fig. 3 shows 
this method of mounting as applied to a patent three-contact ceiling 
rose. 

The Simplex Co. has also recently introdaced its wireduct con- 
duit to meet a demand which exists for a strong screwed and water- 
tight conduit possessing a perfectly smooth interior and exterior 
surface ata small cost. This new conduit is manufactured to exact 
and uniform diameters in the usual sizes from 4 in. to 2 in., from 
specially selected steel strip of stout gauge, and the ends are united 
by a special proces which renders the conduit quite free from 
internal burrs and also makes it watertight. 


ELECTRICITY FOR SMALL HOSPITALS. 


By W. NOBLE TWELVETREES, A. M. I. E. E., M. I. Mech. E. 


(Abstract of a Paper read before the Sanitary Institute at Bradford, 
July, 1903.) 


In this paper the author deals with the relative efficiencies cf steam, 
gas and oil engine-driven electric lighting installations; and direct 
gas and oj] lighting: for small hospitals, Although the paper does 


not add anything to the present stock of information on the 
subject, yet it will, no doubt, be welcomed for purposes of 
reference. | 

The author takes, as a basis of comparison, an installation con- 
sisting of 155 16-0.P. lamps, recently equipped under his direction. 
This installation was designed simply for lighting, but ít would be 
quite capable of dealing with a moderate power-load in addition. 
The capacity of the plant is 10 xw., or 100 amperes at 100 volte, 
which is sufficient for the continuous supply of. 155 16-с.р. lamps. 
The storage battery has a capacity of 216 ampere-hours when dis- 
charging in 6 hours. This capacity is sufficient for the present require- 
ments of the institution, and is equivalent to an annual output of about 
8,000 Board of Trade units. Motive power is provided by a quick- 
revolution vertical engine, driving a belt-driven bipolar con- 
tinnous-current dynamo, and steam is furnished from the boiler 
provided for the general supply of heat and power for ordinary 
purposes. The cost of the machinery and plant, erected in working 
order, was £475 ; but to this should be added the amount of £100 
to cover the increased cost of boilers, owing to the higher pressure 
necessary for the electric light plant. The total capital expenditure 
is thus brought up to £575. 

In considering the further outlay required to make the plant 
available for power as well as for light, it is only necessary to add 
the cost of providing and fixing a booster, say £100; as the value of 
the laundry engine and auxiliaries is about the same as that of the 
electric motor and fittings that would be required instead. Thus, 
£675 represents the total capital value of the plant for light and 
power. If fully employed for light and power during five days a 
week, and for light alone during the remaining two days, the 
annual output would be 23,000 unite. 

Calculated upon the amounts stated above, the annual repayment 
of principal with interest at 3 per cent., extending over 20 years, 
would be £40 for lighting alone, or £47 for light and power. The 
amount to be included in the total cost of energy on account of 
repayment and interest is consequently 1°2d. per unit in one case, 
and 0°5d. per unit in the other. 

With coal at 15s. per ton and outputs of 8,000 and 23,000 units 
for light and power respectively, the author arrives at the following 
figures :— 


Estimated Cost of Electrical Energy in Hospital Installation. In 
Pence per Board of Trade Unit. 


| Light only. Light and power. 
Fuel ... sii 120 vee 80d. 80d. 
Water and engine room stores 07d. 07d. 
Attendance (extra) ... T 55d. 20d. 
Maintenance е гг "75d. 37d. 
Works cost .. 217d. 1:444. 
Repayment and interest. 1:204. 50d. 
Total cost 3:37d. 1:94d. 


The author draws attention toithe necessity for efficiently arrang- 
ing all details of the plant in order to secure the best results. 

It may from circumstances be considered advisable to adopt gas 
engines; in places where steam is not required for other purposes, 
this type of engine provides power more cheaply than the steam 
engine, and one great advantage it possesses is that of adaptability 
to intermittent work. Whenthe engine is stopped the consumption 
of fuel instantly ceases, whereas in the case of the steam engine, 
there is continuous waste of fuel during the intervals of work. 
Hence the internal combustion motor is particularly suitable for 
very small institutions, where the general demand for steam is of 
limited extent. 

Various gas engines are now to be obtained in which the con- 
sumption per brake horse-power is between the limite of 15 cb. ft. 
and 25 cb. ft. per bour. Ав our attention is devoted particularly 
to electricity for small "p et we will take the consumption of gas 
at the upper limit of 25 cb. ft. per B.H.P.-hour, or, say, 37:5 ft. per 
Kw.-hour. With gas at 2s. 6d. per 1,000 cb. ft., the cost of energy 
works out at about 1:12d. per unit. Substituting this value for the 
cost of ooal given in the first table, we find the total cost of 

nerating energy in a gas-driven plant to be 3:69d. per unit for 

ight alone, or 2:26d. per unit for light and power. At the 

average rate of 30 cb. ft. per Kw.-hour, the cost of production 
would be 347d. in one case and 2:04d. in the other. No 
alteration is neoessary in the item referring to repayment and 
interest, because the higher cost of the gas engine practically 
balances the saving in respect of the amount allowed for increased 
boiler power. 


Light given in Direct Lighting by One Cubic Foot of Gas. 


Type of burner, Candle-power-hours. 
Batewing .. ... 275 to 300 
Argand -— 69 T 300 to 3:50 
Incandescent ae see 12:00 to 15:00 


When consumed in a gas engine at the rate of 37:5 cb. ft. per 
Kw.-hour, each cubic foot of gas will give 6:65 o.P.-hours in the form 
of electric light—approximately 2:3 times the light furnished by an 
ordinary burner, twice that by an Argand burner, and half that by 
an incandescent burner. 

A matter of much importance from the hygienic standpoint is 
the effect of illuminants upon the atmosphere of the space in which 
they are burned. The following table is taken from Dr. Louis 
Bell’s recent work, " The Art of Illumination.” Another argument 


Е 


=F = аи 


658 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [vol.53. No. 1,353, Остовив 28, 1903. 


Vitiation of Air by the Combustion of Oil and Gas (Bell). 


| 


; xygen CO, r Vitiation 

Illuminant. E posed consumed. duced: e ou ы! 
Pasafün oil ... | 992 gr. 16 6:2 4'5 3:5 7:5 
Kerosene oil 909 gr. 16 5:9 41 3'3 70 
Gas (Batewing)| 5:5 cf. | 16 6'5 2'8 7:3 50 
„ (Argand) 48 c.f. 16 5˙8 2:6 6:4 43 
$ аы) 3:5 c.f. | 50 41 18 | 47 3:0 


іп favour of electric light is to be found in the deterioration of 
painted, distempered, and other surfaces in buildings where gas is 
employed for direct lighting, and it is possible that the cost of 
re-decoration may frequently equal, if it does not exceed, the differ- 
ence between the two methods of illumination. 

The oil engine offers another alternative to steam for the genera- 
tion of electrical energy, in many cases more convenient and 
economical than the gas engine, especially where no public supply 
of gas is available. The consumption in well-designed engines, as 
amall as 7 B. . P., is not more than 0:82 lb., or one-tenth of a gallon, 
per B. H. .- hour. Allowing 1:2 lbs., or 0°15 gallon, per kilowatt- 
hour, the cost of oil at 4d. per gallon does not exceed 0'6d. per unit 
of energy produced. Substituting this value for the cost of coal as 
stated in the first table, we find the total cost of energy from an 
oil-driven plant to be 3:17d. for light alone, or 1°74d. for light and 
power. As before, no alteration has been made in respect of 
repayment and interest, as the value of the plant remains practically 
unaltered. 

Oomparing the efficiency of oil used for direct lighting, and for 
lighting by electricity through the medium of an oil engine, we 
find & considerable advantage follows the latter method of pro- 
cedure. The following isa summary of some results obtained by 
Prof. Vivian B. Lewes from a selection of twelve different lamps in 
use at the present day :— | 


Consumption of Oil in Direct Lighting, in Grains per Candle- 
power, per Hour (Lewes). 


Type of wick. American oil. Russian oil. 
Circular iss 805 m Та 60°32 75:11 
Flat, single ... S es ane 62°63 74°00 
Flat, duplex... a m one 53°70 51:15 

Average ne 58°88 66°75 


Taking the general average of 63 grains per candle-power as the 
basis of calculation, we find that the consumption of 63 grains of 
oil in an engine, at the rate of 1°2 lbs. per kilowatt-hour, would pro- 
duce 1:87 O.P.-hours in the form of electric light, nearly double 
the amount obtained by direct lighting. 

Another form of fuel which is rapidly coming into general use is 
producer or power gas. In some parts of the country arrange- 
ments are already being made for the distribution of this gas on a 
large scale, and as it can be produced from the cheapest forms of 
fuel, the sale price will probably not exceed 2d. per 1,000 cb. ft. 
Allowing for the lower calorific value of this product, 
the equivalent cost would be about 8d. per 1,000 cb. ft. In 
a plant of the size previously defined, the use of power-gas 
would reduce the cost of fuel to about 0'2d. per unit, and the cost 
of electricity to about 2°77d. per unit for light alone, ог to 134d. 
per unit for lig:t and power. 

The following tables are also of interest: 


Bstimated Cost of Electrical Energy in Hospital Installation, in Pence 
per Loard of Trade Unit. 


Cost of production. 


Plant partly used. | Plant fully used. 


Motive power. — — . | — — 
| 

Works Total | Works i| Total 

cost. cost. | ‘cost. | cost. 


— p ͥꝙ l — — = — —— ——— — —— 2 -. LO Ee is de ems irc 


| 
Steam engine; coal at 158. per ton 337 | 144 | 194 
Gas engine; gas at 2s. 6d. per | 
1,000 cb. ft.— i | 
Average consumption 39:47 , 104 2004 
Maximum 3:09 , 176 2:26 


Oilengine; oil at 4d. per gallon 317 1.24 174 


Cost of Gas and Oil for Direct Lighting, in Pence for а Quantity 
Producing the same Candle-power-hours as Une Board of Trade 
Unit of Electricity. 


Incandescent 


Average | һигпет. 
Illuminant, of Batswing Argand. __ __ 2. = 
various burner. burner. At 300 
burners. New. | hours 
Gas at 2s. 6d. per 1,000 cb. ft. | 1°54 2:01 | 2:30 "66 "75 
„ 38. Й s 182 | 31 |276 | 67 | во 
„ 38. Gd. „ б 214 | 36 |323 | 78 | 1:05 
Oil at 4d. per gallon — | 112 — — — — 


The figures are merely intended to represent the cost of energy 
at the switchboard, or of illuminating material at the point of dis- 
tribution. It is, however, impossible to institute an exact com- 
parison between the calculated cost of electricity per unit and the 
equivalent cost of gas and oil, but similar ratios will generally 
exist between the costs of the various methods of producing power 
and light. 

The following conclusions may be drawn from the foregoing 
investigation :— 

l. That electrical energy can be generated in a hospital of 
moderate size, even under unfavourable conditions, at a cost con- 
siderably lower than the average rate charged by public supply 
corporations. 

2. That economical production is greatly aided by utilieation of 
the generating plant for power as well as for light. 

3. That under favourable conditions energy can be generated at 
such cost that electric lighting becomes less costly than direct 
gas lighting when ordinary burners are employed, although more 
costly than gas lighting by incandescent burners, and more costly 
than direct lighting by oil lamps. 

4. That, in view of its deleterious effect upon the atmosphere, 
the combustion of gas and oil for the direct lighting of hospitals is 
distinctly inadvisable; and that these substances may be more 
advantageously employed in the provision of motive power. 

5. That the facilities offered by modern gas and oil engines are 
such as to place electricity within the reach of all hospitals, for 
which the outlay upon generating plant has hitherto been regarded 
as unjustifiably heavy. 

[Mr. Noble Twelvetrees does not appear to have taken into 
account the possibilities of the Nernst lamp, in making his calcula- 
tions. As their adoption might result in less than half the energy 
being required for the same candle-power-hours, the cost comparison 
with other illuminants would, in that case, greatly favour elec- 
tricity.—Eps. Югес. REv.] 


SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS.) - 


Natal Harbour Department.—It is proposed to fit with electric light 
all the dredgers used for reclaiming the Harbour to enable them 
to be worked all night. An expenditure of £2,000 per installation is 
estimated. 

A Durban Presentation.—Mr. A. Mitchell, R. N. R., the chief engi- 
neer at Durban for Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co.. who superintended the 
erection of the power plant for the Durban Corporation tramways, 
and last month completed his work, was entertained at a farewell 
dinner in the Central Hotel, and was presented by his late staff with 


2 silver flask and cigar case suitably engraved. The presentation 


was made by Mr. G. A. Webb, A.LE.E., who was responsible for 
the electrical work, and had acted as assisted engineer to Mr. 
Mitchell throughout. Mr. Mitchell] is shortly prooeeding to 
England. He had been engaged at Durban for about 18 
months (arriving from Camp’s Bay, where he superintended the 
erection of that plant in February, 1902). Three montbs later, on 
Мау 1st, 1902, he had erected two 250-Kw. sets to enable the Durban 
Corporation to open its tramways on that date, and tc show its 
appreciation of his expeditious work under very trying circum- 
stances, such as temporary buildings, &c., the Durban Corporation 
unanimously voted him £100 asa present. Messrs. Ross & Jagger, 
who were previously engaged on Mr. Mitchell’sstaff, have commenced 
business as mechanical, electrical and general engineers at 29, Lynn 
Buildings, Commercial Road, Durban. 

Pietermaritzburg.—The first actual work in connection with the 
construction of the tramways permanent way was performed by the 
Mayor. It is expected that the first section will be working in віх 
months. 

Kroonstad.—The Municipal Council has been inviting tenders 
until October 15th for the lighting of the town by electricity. 

Bloemfontein.—Mesars. Fuchs, Arnold & Co. have started busi- 
ness here as electrical engineers. The electric lighting extension 
scheme, во eagerly waited for, is now completed. 

Johannesbury.—Messrs. Mordey & Dawbarn's electric lighting 
scheme included the following townships:—Yeoville, Berea, 
Bellevue, Bellevue East, Troyeville, Lorentaville and Houghton 
Estate. Numerous requests for electric light have recently been 
received from residents in suburban districts not included in the 
scheme, and the Tramway and Parks Committee instructed the 
manager of the Light and Power Department to make an inspec- 
tion of the most populous of the districts not provided for, with a 
view to ascertaining their probable requirements. As а result of 
his investigation, the Committee has recommended the Council to 
instruct the consulting engineers to include the following townships in 
their general lighting scheme:—La Rochelle and Rosettenville, 
Ophirton, Booysens, Turffontein, Forest Hill, Kensington, Denver, 
Auckland Park, Auckland Park Estate and Melville. 

The Rand Central Electric Co. will be in a position to increase 
the supply of current from Brakpan from 700 kw. up to a maximum 
of 800 xw. in four months from the present time. The Committee 
submit a long report on the matter, and recommend that their 
action in informing the Rand Central Electric Co. that the Council 
will be prepared to accept, under the contract with the company, 
а supply of an additional 100 xw. (raising the total supply from 
the company to 800 xw.) be approved; and that in allocating 
additional power the principle be followed of giving the preference 
to applicants whose houses are adjacent to existing mains. Tbe 
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following recommendation was also made by the Committee:— the car body, and not only causes disfigurement of the car 


That in order to increase the supply from the town generating 
station, two additional boilers be obtained and erected at £2,000. 

South African Society of Electrical i .—Last month a 
meeting of this society was held at Johannesburg under the presi- 
nency of Mr. E. W. K. Peirce, who said tbat before the war there 
had been a society of the kind, and recently a movement which had 
resulted in that gathering, had sprung up for the resuscitation of the 
old body on modern lines. 


Mr. G. Clark moved — That the Association be again brought into 


active operation." Mr. O. B. Nicholetts seconded. 

Mr. J. Norman Andrews moved—“ That the old society be dis- 
continued, and that negotiations be entered into for the establish- 
ment of a branch of the Home Institute.” Mr. R. H. Covernton 
seconded. 

Mr. L. B. Woodworth suggested that the society should be inde- 
pendent of any other associations, because of the cosmopolitan 


_ character of the profession in the town. 


The chairman expressed the opinion that affiliation with large 
local kindred societies would mean a fuller and more instructive 
supply of papers than they themselves had time to compile, circu- 
late and discuss. The amendment was lost, and the motion was 
carried. | 

Messrs. R. Н. Covernton, C. E. Wilson, A. B. Nicholetts, W. H. 
Carlin, and J. H. Pickert were appointed a committee to assist the 
old Council in carrying out the resolution. 

South African Telegraphs.—New telegraph offices have been 
opened at Upper Paarl, Cape Colony; Haenertsburg and Leyds- 
dorp in the Transvaal. The offices at Balmoral, Cape Colony 
and Charter, Southern Rhodesia, have been closed; the former 


permanently, the latter шюрш. Telephone communication 
has been established with outsie, Southern Rhodesia. 


A NEW DESIGN FOR ELECTRIC TRAMCARS. 


DESIGNERS of electric tramcars have long been engaged 
in attempting to produce a double-deck car in which 
gers can ascend or descend the staircase with ease and 
safety without the platform being so cramped as to impede 
the actions or obscure the view of the driver or conductor. 


New TxPB or TBAMCABR FOR OLDHAM. 


In the old type direct staircases, in which the freedom of 


the driver is the firs: consideration, accidents to passengers 
are of frequent occurrence, owing to their being jerked off 
the staircase by a too sudden start or stoppage of the car. 
The now well-known reversed staircase was designed to 
secure the safety of passengers, but this is attained at the 


expense of obstructing the driver’s view, and the various. 


handles controlling the movements of the car. Another 
defect of the reversed staircase type of car is the necessarily 
long platform, which soon results in an undue hogging of 


as a whole, but also sets up injurious strains which greatly 
diminish ite life. 

Mr. R. H. Wilkinson, general manager of the Oldham 
Tramways, has designed a car with a view to overcoming 
these disadvantages, and simultaneously securing the safety 
and comfort of the passengers. The means by which these 
improvements are effected is shown in the accompanying 
illustration. The staircase is of the direct type, and is let 
in the body of the car, so that the bottom of the stairs is 
flush with the entrance for inside passengers. The entrances 

' to the staircases are provided with doors. We are informed 
that this arrangement of platform and entrances allows inside 
and outside passengers to get off or on without impeding 
each other’s p . The driver can see equally well on 
both sides, and has the whole platform at his disposal. The 
platform itself can be made shorter than in other types, and 
yet provide more room for passengers at the conductor's end 
and for the driver at the other end. | 

All these improvements are carried out at the expense of 
two inside seats only. 

The total carrying capacity might, however, be increased, 
since the canopy could be extended and strengthened so as 
to provide additional top-deck seats, and at the same time 
serve as & better protection for the driver and conductor in 
inclement weather. 

A car of this type is now in use on the Oldham Corpora- 
tion’s tramways, and has met with general admiration and 
approval, 


REVIEWS. 


Experimenis with Vacuum Tubes. By Sir Davin IL. 
SaLomons, Bart., М.А. London: Whittaker & Co. 1903. 


This little book describes some interesting and original 
experiments made by the author on the electrical discharge 
in vacuum tubes. The experiments chiefly relate to the 
formation of the well-known luminous bands produced in 
tubes of moderately high vacunm by the electric discharge. 
The author uses low electromotive forces in his experiments, 
thereby deviating from the methods of previous experi- 
menters in this field, such as Spottiswoode and Moulton, 
who employed the highest E. M. Fs. obtainable from the 
largest induction coils. A number of new tubes are described 
by which bands at any required distance apart can be pro- 
duced at will. The remarkable changes in the form and 
concentration of the bands produced by a powerful mag- 
netic field are fally illustrated. The author states in his 
preface that he has made no attempt to propound a theory, 
but we find that he has not been able to adhere to this self- 
denying ordnance. We find such statements as these :— 
* The bright bands are due to heated matter and not to 
visible electricity." What does this mean to the modern 
electrician, who believes that matter, apart from its atomic 
electric charge, can communicate no vibrations to the 
ether ? | 

Again, we read at p. 15, “it appears to me that the 
vacuum tube has a strong analogy to the ordinary metal 
conductor. The glass takes the place of the dielectric and 
the gas within represents the metal. The current travels 
along the dielectric and sinks into the gas.“ Surely this is a 
travesty of Poynting's theory, which merely states that the 
energy which maintains the current travels along the 
dielectric; nobody yet, we think, has been so bold as to 
maintain that a current prefers flowing through a non- 
conductor when it has the alternative of flowing through a 
good conductor. 

We note that the р in the name of Prof. Silvanus Thomp- 
son's name has got transferred by some electrolytic process 
to the name of Prof. J. J. Thomson. 

These experiments have engaged the attention of the 
author for many years; the many new phenomena he has 
demonstrated are extremely interesting, and most of them 
entirely inexplicable. The little book will be a valuable 
stimulus to research in this field. 
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Engine Tests and Boiler Efficiencies. By J. BUCHETTI. 
Westminster: Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd. 1903. 


This is an excellent work on its subject, translated from 
the French by Alex. Russell, with a view to bringing Con- 
tinental practice before the notice of English engineers. 
Indicators are first dealt with historically and to date, in- 
cluding various continuous indicators, of which Ashton and 
Storey’s was the earliest, followed by Vernon Boys’ and Lea's 
planimeter instrument. 
ment and that of Little. 

Diagrams are next discussed, and at Chapter VI. we find 
oil and gas engine testing, especially with reference to the indi- 
cator to be employed. Chapter VIII. is given to brakes, of 
which several forms are described and illustrated. 

A very brief chapter on steam turbines appears to be 
interpolated as an after-thought, after which comes a chapter 
on steam, in which we find two methods of measuring 
priming; both of these are of doubtful utility, and remind 
us of a recent test of which we saw a report, in which 
priming was set down at 0°3 of 1 per cent. 

No one has yet shown how to take a fair sample of steam 
to measure, One cannot measure steam wetness except with 
шм large enough to take all the steam made by а 

iler. 

Chapter XI. deals usefully with fuels, but contains the 
erroneous statement that **smoke once formed cannot be 
burned "—4a statement contradicted seven lines lower down 
the page. - | 

Only when we reach page 221 do we come to any reference 
to steam trials, with descriptions of the Orsat apparatus for 
gas analysis, and an appendix on chimneys and flues and 
other boiler matters. We should rather have named the 
book, The Indicator, the Brake, and Fuel Combustion, as its 
present title does not very well fit the book, which is by no 
means all about engine testing. It contains some useful 
information, and may be studied with advantage. 


Steam Power Plants. Ву Н. C. Meyer, Jun, M.E. New 
York : McGraw Publishing Co. 1903. 


This volume is a reprint of some articles that appeared in 
the Engineering Record, to which some further subject 
matter has been added. The entire volume is devoted to 
American practice, and sectional drawings are given 
of several large American power stations, both for light 
and power purposes, but these are merely interspersed 
throughout the book, and not described in the text, nor are 
any tables of particulars even attached. The diagrams of 
the various stations are a great attraction when one first 
takes up the volume, but when one turns to the text in 
order to obtain more exact details as to size of plant, &c., one 
is distinctly disappointed to find that no particulars are given 
of these big power stations beyond the plans and sections. 

Chapter I. is devoted to some general considerations, such 
as location of plant, type of power house, preparation of 
drawings, and so forth. Chapters II. and III. deal with 
boilers. On this subject the author goes into more detail, 
and treats his subject essentially from the practical rather 
than the theoretical standpoint. He quotes Barrus's well- 
known work on “ Boiler Tests" as his authority for saying 
that where the proportions are suitable and the conditions 
favourable, ** different types of boilers give substantially the 
same result." The various considerations determining the 


relative proportions of boilers are discussed, and standard 


Specifications for the materials used in their construction are 
given, as well as specifications of the boilers themselves and 
their seatings. | 

Chapters IV. and V. are devoted to engines. The usual 
poiute, such as steam pressure, speed of rotation, piston 
speed, &c., are all discussed, rather from a practical engi- 
neer's or station engineer's point of view; the absence of 
abstruse or complicated formuis is very noticeable through- 
out the book. Steam and water piping occupies the whole 
of Chapter VI. A useful table appears in this chapter in 
the shape of Brigg's table of standard pipes and flanges up 
to 10 in. diameter. For all pipe work, whether screwed or 
otherwise, the Americans have reduced their practice to 
Standards far more than we have, and they have undoubtedly 
done this to their own advantage. 

The lists of standard flanges adopted by the Master Steam 


But we miss Ashton’s later instru- 


and Hot Water Fitters’ Association, and other similar 
bodies, are also given. 

“ Condensers ” occupy Chapter VII., and in this chapter 
cooling towers are also dealt with. The difficulty of arriving 
at a satisfactory basis for a guarantee of condenser plant 
is discussed, but no very new ideas on this subject seem to 
be given. 

The value of feed-water heaters and economisers is treated 
of in Chapter VIII.; the author states that for every 
11° the feed-water is warmed there is a saving of 1 per cent. 
in the fuel burned, and some useful rough and ready figures 
are given as to the duty that may be safely expected from 
this kind of plant. 

Chapters IX. and X. deal with mechanical draught and 
chimneys, and various sketches of recent American practice 
are given. Coal handling, water supply and purification 
occupy the last chapter. 

The book is written for those who may be called upon 
without much previous training in this particular direction 
to purchase and superintend the erection of central station 
plant. The author says in the opening chapter that un- 
doubtedly the best way is to employ the services of a qualified 
consulting engineer, but this is not always possible, and it 
appears to be much less the custom to do so in America than 
in this country. The book deals with a large subject from 
a practical, common-sense point of view, is well printed, 
and contains some useful information of recent American 
central station and power plant practice, 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
Wesz mina Ост. 21вт, 1902. | WIII ne Ост. 20TH, 1903. 


Aden.. .. Value £655 Adelaide . Value £39 
Alexandria ee ee oe oe 143 Alexandria ae ee ee ee 161 
Amsterdam.. A € So 123 M Teleg. mat... e 00 | 
Auckland .. gs ae 24 48 Amsterdam. > " ee 70 
Bombay  .. T oe eo 259 Calcutta’  .. us га oe 588 
Buenos Ayres... xx e. 78 Cape Town .. ee - ee 1,181 
Calcutta .. ae i ee 368 Chinde x es ws as 35 
11 Teleg. wire 555 Delagoa Bay i 25 „ 220 
Cape Town .. T "P .. ) 629 i Teleg. mat. 1.657 
Coatzacoalcos. Teleg. apprts. 35 Durban 2s = vs „„ 923 
Colombo is ds . 130 o Teleg. mat. ee 386 
Copenhagen. Teleg. cable .. 120 Gibraltar. ae v e. 135 
Demerara .. Mie is T 50 Gisborne  .. a 85 ae 24 
Durban sa is s . 146 Hong Kong.. a Е ee 27 
East London - is ee 284 Kobe. Cable ә ee ee ХЮ) 
Fremantle .. "^ s . 366 Lisbon bk ee ee ee 17 
5 Teleg. mat. as 96 Madras 25 эз A .. 247 
Halifax МЕ Ре Su Vs 47 Melbourne .. © ee . 110 
j Teleg. mat. as 72 Otago.. а T ee „„ 119 
Hong Kong .. sa ee ee 1,080 „ Elec. engines .. 1.852 
Kobe .. - * - o 2103 Penang ` “+ kd .. MD 
Madras ба ET oe T 10 Perth oe os "s . 154 
Malta.. ee "s #5 АР £0 Rotterdam бж $» АР 21 
Melbourne .. a PP "M 89 $i Toleg. wire e» 15 
New York .. T aa éd 7 Shanghai as vs . . 9,332 
Otago .. oe e - oe 48 Singapore .. ee - . 4353 
Perth .. - i E .. W3 Stockholm. Teleg. wire.. . 160 
Port Elizabeth .. - „ 541 Sydney T oe oe .. 1,919 
Riga ee ee eo eo e 20 97 Teleg. mat. ee ee 1,110 
Rio de Janeiro E ^ 928 18 Tientsin > čs - e. 0284 
, Teleg. mat. .. 75 Trinidad * oe ee oe 18 
Rosario es = a i» 45 Wellington .. T $4 .. 1,200 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. ee 130 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat. .. 390 
"А Teleg. wire. 004 
Shanghai 2 oe os 87 
Singapore. ex ee ee 59 
Sydney ee eo ee ee 469 
Vigo. Teleg. apparatus.. . 750 
Wellington ee ee ее ee 56 B 
Yokohama .. ix € oe 323 А 
Zanzibar. Teleg. mat. .. 
Total T £10,196 Total . . 416,78 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec. appa. Value £30 Gothenburg. Elec. appts. Value £26 


Melbourne. Telephones -- U0 
Sydney. Elec. mat.  .. "m 50 
Total .. £976 


Exports of British Electrical Machinery.—The 
value of the exports of British electrical machinery during 
September amounted to only £35,969, as compared with £37,046 in 
August last, bringing up the total for the first nine months of the 
year to £331,822. 


A Glasgow Dinner.—Over 40 employés and friends of 
Messrs. Allan Arthur & Ure, electrical engineers, 8t. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, sat down to dinner at the Lansdowne Restaurant on Friday 
evening last. Mr. A. Arthur presided. A smoking concert followed, 
and a very pleasant evening was spent with song and smoke, Mr. J. 
McNeillie presiding. This firm has on hand at present some important 
installation work, including about 600 lights for the offices of the 
Clyde Navigation Trustees; 250 lights for Nobel House, the offices 
of Messrs. Nobels Explosives Co.; and an installation for the 
Glasgow Academy, in Belmont Street. 
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Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. KLINGER & Co., of 
66, Fenchurch Street, E.C., have issued a small booklet relating to 
their jointing material, Klingerit," which is a specially prepared 
substance which will stand high steam pressures. Another pocket 
list shows and discusses the firm’s patent water gauge. 

List No. 154, issued by the British THoMsoN-HovusToN Co., 
describes their electrically operated draw-pit pumps; No. 153 shows 
several forms of their street pillars, with diagrams of connections. ш 

À new illustrated list (October, 1903) has been brought out by 
Messrs. HARD T & PapMonEg, Lro., of Worcester Foundry, 
Worcester, in which are detailed the ''Bouthall" patent Ideal 
gas and oil engines. A tabulated list gives prices and various 
particulars of gas engines for from ] Н.Р. to 8 H.P., and of oil en- 
gines for from 4 н.р. to 54 HP. 

Миззвв. SirmEns Bros. & Co., Lro., have lately brought out an 
excellently arranged catalogue of cable accessories and jointing 
materials. Some useful tables occupy the first few pages, and they 
show the legal standard wire gauge, comparative scale of thermo- 
meters, metrical weights and measures, sizes of conductors for wires, 
cables and mains. They are followed by art illustrations of a variety 
of cable appliances, tools, testing instruments, each alternate page 
containing clearly arranged prices of the different items. A loose 
leaflet gives data respecting tho C. M. A.“ flexible wire. 

Мв. А. P. LUNDBERG, of Liverpool Road, N., has issued for the 
attention of the trade a very complete catalogue of his well-known 
accessories for electric lighting service. In some 44 pp. are given 
cute, prices and descriptions of his many types of switches, wall 
connections, cut-oute, multiple distributors, ceiling roses, and many 
other accessories of the same class. We have no doubt that the 
catalogue will be in demand among members of the trade. 

The Ввгтізн WExsTINGHOUSE Co. has just issued a new circular, 
No. 1,045, on the protection of electrical circuits from the shocks 
due to lightning and other static discharges. The subject is illus- 
trated by excellent photographs and diagrams. The various types 
of arrestera, choke coils, &c., made by the company for high and 
low tension, alternating or direct current, are described, and a large 
amount of information, including practical instructions for installa- 
tion, is included. 

The Norte Ввгтівн Rosser Co., Lro., of Castle Mills, Edin- 
burgh, has issued a general mechanical price list detailing its sheet 
rubber, valves, mata, &c. 

A leaflet of main switches, mounted on enamelled slates with teak 
or cast-iron cases, also main fuses, has been issued by the BIRMINGHAM 
ELECTRICAL FriTTINGS Co., of Coleshill Street Electrical Works, 
Birmingham. 


Books Received.—“ Proceedings of the Incorporated 
Municipal Electrical Association, 1903 Meeting." Secretary, C. 
McArthur Butler, St. James's Hall, Piccadilly, W. 3s. 6d. 

“The Mechanical World Pocket Diary and Year Book for 1904." 
Manchester: Emmott & Co., Ltd. 6d. net. 

"Uber die Ferromagnetischen Eigenschaften von eisenfreien 
Manganlegierungen,” by Fr. Hensler, W. Starck und E. Haupt. 
Brunswick: Friedrich Vieweg & Son, 1903. 

"International Fire Prevention Congress, London, July 6th to 
9th, 1903," including the Official Congress Report and an intro- 
duction by Edwin O. Sachs. London: The Public Health Engineer, 
1903. 20s. net. 

"The Dynamo,” by C. C. Hawkins and F. Wallis. London: 
Whitaker & Co. 155. 

" Elementary Telegraphy and Telephony," by Arthur Crotch. 
London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 4s. 6d. net. 

“ Transactions of the Civil and Mechanical Engineers’ Society, 
1902-03." London: The Society. 

" Tube, Train, Tram and Car, or Up-to-date Locomotion," by 
Arthur H. Beavan. London: Geo. Routledge & Sons, Ltd. 6s. 


Trade Announcement,—Messrs. Gibbons Bros., Ltd., 
yesterday removed from 128, Palace Chambers, to more commodious 
offices at 142 and 143, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S. W. 


i 
Auction Sales.—On Friday, October 30th, Messrs. P. 
Huddleston & Co. will offer for sale at the Shillipgford Engineering 
Works several loco. type boilers, engines, dynamos, pumps, &c., of 
which some particulars are given among our advertisements to-day. 
On November 3rd, Messrs. Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co. will offer 
the works, plant and machinery, of Heaton & Smitb, Ltd. (in 

liquidation) See our advertisements. 


The Edwards Air Pump.—This patent air pump is 
being fitted to condensing plants for the following important elec- 
trical installations :—Aberdeen (repeat order), Bath, Bromley, Cork, 
Finchley, Gillingham, Gloucester, Glossop, Huddersfield, Ipswich, 
Leigh, Leiceater, London Electric Supply Corporation, National 
Electric Supply Corporation (repeat order), Pietermaritzburg, South 
London Electric Supply Corporation (repeat order), Watford, 
Yorkshire Electric Power Co., Ltd. 


Westinghouse Producer Gas Engines. — Messrs. 
Mander Bros., of Wolverhampton, have placed with the British 
Westinghouse Co., Ltd., an order for the supply and erection of a 
producer gas engine coupled to a 100-xw. electric generator. The 
engine will be of the Westinghouse threc-cylinder vertical type. 


Tramway Contracts.— Messrs. Edgar Allen & Co., Ltd., 
have secured from the Cheadleand Gatley Urban District Council, and 
from the Radcliffe Urban District Council, contracts for the supply 
of points and crossings, with tongues and renewable centres in 
Allen's Imperial manganese steel. 


Batley Tramways.— Westinghouse magnetic brakes 
will be used on the new cars now being built by the British Electric 
Car Co., the equipments having been recently ordered from the 
British Westinghouse Co. 


Electrical Vehicles.—La Compagnie des Voitures 
Electriques Krieger, of Paris, has lately completed an electrical 
victoria for the Queen of Italy. There are two electric motors, one 
connected to each of the front wheels. The current is supplied by 
a battery of Fulmen accumulators of 250 ampere-hour capacity, 
sufficient, it is stated, for a run of over 50 miles on one charge. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Machinery.—The 
value of the foreign electrical machinery imported into this country 
during last month amounted to £38,481, as compared with £33,791 
in August last, bringing up the total for the first nine months of the 
year to £430,018. 


Engineering Firms and Motor-Car Construction.— 
We recently mentioned that Messrs. Willans & Robinson, 
Ltd., were taking up the construction of motor-car components. 
We now hear that another firm of high-speed engine builders— 
Me sers. Peter Brotherhood —are moving in the same direction, and 
that both Messrs. Crossley Bros., Ltd., and the National Gas Engine 
Co. are taking up the construction of petrol engines. 


Liquidation.—At a meeting of the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Syndicate held at Leeds on September 29th, it was resolved 
to wind up voluntarily. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—On October 15th a meeting 
of the creditors of Thos. Williams, electrical engineer, of 54, Bridge 
Street, Llandaff, and late of 13, Despenser Street, Cardiff, was held. 
The accounts showed gross liabilities, £13,019 ; unsecured liabilities, 
£1,653; assets, £1,914; estimated surplus, £261. The creditors 
appointed the Official Receiver as trustee. 


Destructors at Nottingham,— On Saturday the members 
of the Association of Cleansing Superintendents of Great Britain 
visited Nottingham and inspected the destructors which are used on 
the various Corporation sites. Nottingham was one of the first 
English towns to adopt destructors. In 1882 five cells were erected 
at the Eastcroft. Messrs. Manlove, Alliott & Co., of Nottingham, 
are now erecting a new destructor at Radford, a western suburb, this 
consisting of 12 celle placed in а row. Electricity for tramway 
traction is generated through the agency of the destructor boilers. 
The party visited Messrs. Manlove, Alliott’s works. 


\ 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aldrington.—A L.G.B. inquiry was held on 15th inst. 
into the T.C.'s application to borrow £15,000 for electric lighting 
purposes. An order was obtained in 1898, but, in consequence of 
the tramway scheme, it was not immediately proceeded with. It 
is proposed to take energy in bulk from either the Hove E.L. Co. 
or the Brighton Corporation; offers from both were before the 
Council. 


Antony.—The P.C. has received a communication from 
the Devonport Corporation, agreeing to consider any proposal for 
the supply of electricity for lighting the town when the Council 
has obtained the necessary powers to supply it. 


Arbroath.—The E.L. Committee of the T.C. has asked 


& number of private companies as to their terms for introducing 
electric light into the burgh. 


Barry.—The D.C. has decided to apply to the B. of T. 


for an extension of its electric lighting prov. order. 


Bexley.—The U.D.C. has recently fixed the price of 
energy for motive power at 2d. per unit, provided consumers agree 
to cut off their motors between 5 p.m. and midnight. 


Bideford.—The Southern Electric Supply Co. has 
stated its terms for applying for a prov. order for supplying the 
town with electric light, and the U.D.C. has decided not to accept 
them. | 


Brentwood.— The U.D.C. has appointed a committee to 
ascertain whether the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering 
Co. would be prepared to lease the prov. order if one is obtained. 


Bridlington.— A L. G. B. inquiry was held on 15th inst. 
into the application of the Council to borrow £26,500 for electric 
lighting purposes. No opposition was offered. 


Bridport.— The Southern District Electricity Corporation 
has given notice that it intends to apply to the B. of T. for a 
prov. order to supply electricity within the borough. 


Brighton.—The following scale of charges for the supply 
of energy to outside authorities has been adopted by the T.(,:— 
First year, 7d. per unit for the first 200 hours’ use in each half-year, 
and 1d. per unit for the balance. For subsequent periods the price 
is to be fixed by agreement. 


Bury.—The T.C. has accepted Ше offer. of (the B. T. H. 


Co. for the supply of motors on the hire system for a year, 
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Carlisle.— The T.C. has declined to reduce the minimum 
consumption of units by the Tramway Co. from 350,000 to 300,000 
per annum. The uniform price is 1:64. per unit. 


Canterbury.—The L.G.B. has given permission for the 
T.C. to borrow a loan of £4,000 for electric lighting. The Council 
took up & loan in 1901, but in excess of that it has spent £2,383 
in connecting up mains, &c. and in purchases, &c. It, therefore, 
requires to borrow that sum to cover the amount already expended 
and for further contingencies. 


Carnarvon.— The T.C. has sanctioned the appointment 


ef an expert to decide upon the respective merits of the schemes of 
us National Wiring Co. and the North Wales Power and Traction 
о. 


Clitheroe.—The Т.С. has appointed a sub-committee to 


consult its expert, Mr. Thomas Barton, of Blackburn, in regard to the 
lighting of the town by electricity. 


Croydon.—Last week Major Stuart, L.G.B. Inspector, 
inquired into the application of the B.C. for power to borrow 
£29,975 for the purpose of extensions at the electricity works. Mr. 
J. Gray Scott, borough electrical engineer, stated that the demand 
for energy was rapidly increasing, and they only had sufficient 
plant to cope with present requirements. The present capacity of 
the generating station was 4,165 Kw., of which 1,360 Kw. was for tram- 
ways, 600 xw. direct current for lighting, and the balance, 2,205 xw., 
was available for the alternating current supply. It was proposed to 
put in а new 750-xw. generating set, and build a new engine and 
' boiler house, with a 200 ft. chimney. The details having been fully 

explained, the Inspector paid a visit to the generating station. 


Darlington.— The Corporation has fixed 1384. per unit 
as the charge for current supplied to the electric tramways. 


Dorchester.—Last week the Т.О. resolved to apply for 
sanction to borrow £16,000 for the carrying out of its electric 
lighting order, and adopted the scheme for lighting the compulsory 
area as prepared by Messrs. J. and J. 8. Enright. | 


East Molesev.— The D.C. has received a communica- 
tion from Messrs. Pressland & Frippard, electrical engineers, West- 
minster, offering, on behalf of Edmundson’s Electric Light Corpora- 
tion, certain modifications in the prov. order. After discussion the 
terms were accepted provided that if at any future time better 
terms were given to any place within a radius of 20 miles, 
Molesey should receive the same consideration. 


Elland.—The Council’s electric lighting installation was 
inauguiated last week in conjunction with its refuse destructor. 
The whole of the work has been carried out to the plans of 
Mr. Walter Emmott, of Halifax, consulting engineer to the 
Council. The opening ceremony was presided over by Mr. 
W. Н. Eastwood, J.P., chairman of the D.C., and the machinery 
was started by Mr. 8. Dyson, chairman of the Electricity 
Committee, Miss Dyson switching the current on to the town. 
It was stated that the dynamos were designed for a traction load, 
so that there would be no further expense аз regards the generating 
station if it was decided to lay down a tramway system. The 
switchboard also was designed to deal with a traction load. 
The installation comprises Belliss & Morcom engines; dynamos by 
Messrs. Greenwood and Batley; and condensers by Messrs. 
Thornton & Crebbin; the cables were supplied by the Anchor 
Cable Co.; switchboard by Messrs. Hodgson Wright & Wood; 
and a battery by Messrs. Ashmore, Benson, Pease & Co. 


Gillingham (Kent).— The D.C. has decided to apply 
to the L. G. B. for leave to borrow a further £20,000 for electric 
lighting purposes. The Council since purchasing the undertaking 
has been laying down mains extensively in the district. 


Gloucester.—The Corporation is arranging to hold an 
electrical exhibition, at the Guildhall, from November 18th to 
21st (Wednesday to Saturday). Full particulars of the available 
stands, their location and cost, have been drawn up, and those 
firms who are disposed to exhibit can obtain copies of the docu- 
ment giving this information upon application to the Corporation’s 
electrical engineer, Mr. Bache. | 


Grantham.— The electricity works were opened last 
week, when the Mayor, Mr. Wm. Hornsby, J.P., switched on 
the current in the presence of a large gathering. He was presented 
with a silver switch as a memento of the occasion. 


Italy.— La Società Electrica Vigezzina is a company 
which has been formed to put down plant to utilise certain 
available water power in the Vigezzi Valley for the generation 
of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes in the 
surrounding district. The contract for the necessary plant has been 
placed with Messrs. Gadda, Brioschi Finzi & Co., of Milan. 


Leadgate.—The U.D.C. has received a communication 
from the Northern Counties Electric Supply Co., intimating that 
they would be prepared to make arrangements for lighting the dis- 
trict, including Crookhall, with electricity by 1904-5. The letter 
evoked much satisfaction, 


Liathwaite.—A agreement has beea completed between 


the U.D.C. and the Huddersfield Corporation for the sapply of elec- . 


tricity to the district. 


Leigh.—The electrical engineer has recommended the 
T.C. to expend £10,780 in extensions,as the present generating 
plant will be fully employed during the coming winter. The 
following is a summary of the extensions proposed :— 


Extensions for 1904: 850-K w. generating set, piping, 
foundations, &o... TN es ix РИ . £8,500 0 0 
Switchboard for same 5% 6% iu ais А 300 0 


— 


Extensions for 1905: One water-tube boiler, piping 

and foundations complete  .. ae oe - .. 1,500 0 0 
Mains, services, &c., 1904-5 (estimated) ss .. 2,000 0 0 
Motors (repayment of existing loan or further 3500. 5 


borrowing powers) , 
6,000 0 0 
Contingencies, 10 per cent. "T T * m 960 0 0 
£10,780 0 


\ 


The report was referred to a sub-committee for consideration. 


London.—PorrAn.—The Electricity Committee reports 
that the proof statement of the accounts of the undertaking to 
March 3ist last shows that after meeting the deficiency of 
£382 11s. 2d. at the commencement of the year, there remained a 
balance of £3,902 3s. 4d. to be carried forward to the next account. 

HonNSEY.—The D.C. has decided to obtain two 300-Kw. steam 
dynamos for extensions. | 

WxsTMINSTER.—The General Purposes Committee has had under 
consideration the question of the various made by electric 
companies in the district; also an application by the Charing Cross 
and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation for consent to the trans- 
mission of energy up to 2,000 Kw. in certain trunk mains. The 
Committee had no objection to the granting of the application, but 
was of opinion that local governing bodies should be furnished 
with further powers in order to exercise greater control over the 
breaking up of the streets ; also that a condition should be inserted 
in all orders making it obligatory upon electric supply companies to 
supply light and power to public buildings, or for public fighting 
at rates not greater than the lowest rates charged to any of their 
consumers. 

HackNEY.— The Electricity Committee of the B.C. reported 
recently that after negotiating for some months with the Great 
Eastern Railway Co. to light their stations in the borough, it had 
been agreed, subject to the Council’s confirmation, to supply energy 
at 8d. per unit for the first 100 unite per xw. max. demand per 
quarter, and 2d. per unit afterwards. 

LAMBETH.—Two memorials having been received from the rate- 
payers calling attention to the emission of “blacks” and smoke 
from the works of the South London Electric Supply Corporation, 
Ltd., the B.C. has resolved to undertake a prosecution. 

IsLINGTON.—The B.C. has adopted the recommendations of the 
Lighting Committee (reported in last week’s issue) to reduce the 
charges for light and power, and to extend the mains at an estimated 
cost of £1,900. 

CuHELSEA.—On Wednesday last the B.C. resolved to join with 
other metropolitan local governing bodies in making representations 
to the Royal Commission on London Traffic with reference to the 
great inconvenience caused by the blocking and opening up of roade 
by electric lighting and other public companies in pursuance of their 
statutory powers, and in urging the Commission to recommend 
Parliament to limit the powers of such companies 8o that they be 
empowered to open up the roads at such times only as the roads can 
be surrendered to them without great inconvenience to the rate- 

ayers. 

E SouTHWARK.—In order to encourage the costers who have been 
displaced from the main roads of the borough, the B.C. proposes to 
light the side streets into which they have been removed, with arc 
lamps. 

FissBURY.—The Works Committee of the B.C. has brought up a 
comparison of the present system of lighting with incan- 
descent gas, and an offer made by the County of London and Brush 
Provincial Electric Lighting Co. As an instance, Pentonville Road, 
City Road, Finsbury Square (west side), Finsbury Pavement, Old 
Street, Clerkenwell Road, and Golden Lane (total length 3 miles 
158 yds.) were taken. With the present 252 incandescent gas lampe, 
the cost was £986 15s.3d. With 100 electric arc lamps (capital 
expenditure for columns, &0., £3,500), and allowing for repayment 
of loan of £3,500, spread over 20 years, and deducting the 2956 
present cost, the cost would mean an increased annual expenditure 
of £1,549. 

Law Courts.—Considerable additions and improvements have 
been effected during the Long Vacation, and now every Court is 
fitted with two new electroliers each containing 10 lights; lampe 
have been placed over the jury and witness boxes, and the public 
galleries are supplied with two lights each. 

BamTTERSEA.—1t was agreed at the B.C. meeting last week to alter 
the charges for electrical energy for motive power at the expiration 
of the current quarter, from 2d. per unit with rebates to 14d. per 
unit without rebates. 

, MARYLEBONE.—The L. G. B. has informed the B.C. that it must 
uphold the refusal of the County Council to sanction the borrowing 
of £1,274,000 for the purchase of a portion of the undertaking of 
the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. Itis understood that the B.C. 
will call a apecial meeting to sanction the promotion of a Bill in the 
ensuing session to empower the Council to borrow the necessary 
money to purchese the undertaking. 


Lowestoft.— The L.G.B. has forwarded to the T.C. 
sanction to raise a new loan of £2,000 for electric lighting purposes, 
half being for the purchase of cables, and the balance for meters, 
indicators, .&c. 
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Newport.—The E.L. Committee decided some months 
ago to light a portion of the town with incandescent electric 
lamps, but has now resolved to instal Nernst lamps instead. 

The electrical engineer has been instructed to put up some 
enclosed arc lamps of various patterns for inspection, and to pre- 
pare a report upon them. The Committee will then decide the 
pattern to be adopted for the proposed extension of tbe borough 
public lighting system. | 

The Brush Electrical Engineering Co. has made tbe Corporation 
an offer with respect to the supply of motors to power consumers 
in the town, and the electrical engineer has been instructed to 
investigate and report. 


Newry. — The D.C. is understood to have had a 
proposal from a Westminster firm, acting on behalf of a 
syndicate, notifying their intention to apply for Parliamentary 


powers foi a lighting and power scheme in the North of Ireland. It 


is stated that they intend to erect generating stations in the manu- 
facturing portions of the counties of Down, Antrim, Armagh and 
Londonderry. The area of the district it is proposed to cover is 
1,600 sq. miles. 


Penmaenmawr.—The U.D.C. has decided to engage 
Messrs. Cruse & Hancock to prepare a report in connection with the 
proposed electric lighting of the district. 


Plymouth.—The T.C. has decided to have the electric 
light installed in the Borough asylum, at a cost of from £2,450 to 
£2,550. It is estimated that the annual saving over gas will be 
from £180 to £190 a year. 


Portsmouth.— The Corporation Electricity Committee has 
decided to appeal against the assessment of the electricity works 
being increased from £2,900 to £4,320. Although the capital of the 
undertaking has only been increased by 25 per cent. since 1901, the 
assessment hag been increased by 50 per cent. 


Ramsgate.— The T.C. on October 15th decided to 


accept the offer of Edmundson's Corporation for the leasing of the 
Couucil's prov. order for electric lighting. 


Reigate. — A L. G. B. inquiry has been held into an 
application by the T.C. for sanction to borrow £8,165 for the 
purpose of extending the electric light works. When these ex- 
tensions are completed it is estimated that the output will be 
greatly increased, and in two years’ time will result in a protit of 
£1,000 a year. 


Rutherglen.— In reference to an application by the 
Т.С. for a supply of electrical energy within the burgh, the Glasgow 
Corporation Electricity Committee has arranged that, if the T.C. are 
prepared to apply to the B. of T. for aprov. order containing 
clauses repealing the powers of the Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. 
to supply electrical energy within the burgh, in competition with the 
T.C. or its assignees, and empowering the Rutherglen T.C. 
to transfer the order so obtained to the Glasgow Corporation, the 
Corporation would agree to take over the order. 


Southport.—The Corporation Electricity Committee has 
decided that in future no electric light fittings shall be supplied 
on the hire-purchase system. 


St. Austell.—On the 19th inst. the St. Austell electric 
works stopped working during the day, and will finally close during 
the month. Considerable consternation has been caused by the 
announcement, as a large number of shops and public meeting places 
have been fitted for electric light and motive power during the 
past few years. 


Spain.—A concession has been granted for the establish- 
ment and working of a generating station forelectric lighting in the 
town of Mansilla de las Mulas (Leon Province). 


Stourbridge.—At a meeting held last week the Council 
accepted the scheme of Mr. J. B. Clark for lighting the town by 
electricity. The generating station will be in combination with 
the refuse destructor, and it was resolved to apply to the L.G B. to 
sanction a loan of £16,000. Mr. Clark was appointed engineer. 


Stretford.—It is stated that the formal opening of the 


new generating station at Longford Bridge will teke place in the 
course of the next week or so. 


Swinton and Pendlebury.—The B. of T. has intimated 
that it will defer the question of revoking the U.D.C.’s prov. 
order for electric lighting, obtained in 1899, for one year from 
October 15th, 1903. : 


Teddington.—The D.C. has received from the B. of T. 
descriptions of the systems proposed to be adopted by the T wicken- 
ham and Teddington Electric Supply Co., Ltd., for the supply of 
energy under the Teddington Electric Lighting Order, 1901, and 
the form in which the Board propose to approve them aubject to 
regulation. The Council has approved the form of order and 
regulations proposed. 

Thornaby.—The T.C. on 12th inst. considered an appli- 
cation from the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering (o. 
offering to take over their prov. order for lighting the town by 
electricity, and the inatter was referred to the General Purposes 
Committee. 


Wisbech.—The T.C. has resolved to obtain advice as to 
the lighting of the town by electricity. 


Tiverton.— The T.C. has decided to accept, subject to 
the B. of T. and the L.G.B., the tender of Messrs. Frank Suter Co, 
to instal electric light for £9,990, and for an additional £500 to 
work the undertaking for three years, the firm being responsible for 
the maintenance, sinking fund, and interest, but taking all the receipts 
earned. It was also decided that the maximum price to private 
consumers be fixed at 6d. A complaint was made that another 
firm's offer was declined because they were foreigners. The 
borough surveyor stated that Messrs. Suter promised to use all 
materials of British manufacture, except the dynamos, which were 
to be of the Helios Co.'s make. А 


Tunstall.—The U.D.C. is in communication with 
Mesers. Baker, Lees & Co. relative to the establishment of E.L. 
works under the Council’s prov. order of 1890, by acompany. A 
copy of the company's proposals is to be submitted to the members 
of the Council for consideration. 


Walton.—The U.D.C. has just sealed an agreement with 
the Urban Electric Supply Co., Ltd., for installing the electric 
light in the town. | 


West Bromwich. —A L.G.B. inquiry has been held 
respecting an application by the T.C. to borrow £12,217 for the pur- 
poses of the electric light undertaking. The application was made 
in consequence of the necessity for an extension of the works, 
arising from the largely-increased demand for electricity, chietly for 
tramway purposes. No objection was offered to the application. 


Whitehead (Со. Antrim).—4A company has been formed 
to carry on the electric lighting undertaking in this town. 


Whitley Upper.—The U.D.C. has resolved to ascertain 
from the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. the .cost of supplying 
energy for lighting purposes from the generating station at 
Thornhill. 


York.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned a loan of £10,850 for 
extensions at the generating station and electric lighting purposes 
generally. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The tramway to Torry, the most recent 
extension of the Aberdeen Corporation system, was formally 
declared opened on the 10th inst. A cake and wine banquet was 
held afterwards at the Douglas Hotel. The line (a single track) is 
about 14 miles long. 


Chatham.—The Chatham and District Light Railway 
Co. are about to lay down a double line of tramways from Chatham 
to Gillingham, by way of Chatham Hill and the Rainham Road. 
This will mean an extra expenditure of some £5,000 or £6,000. 
The company are pushing their improvements in the services at 
Old Brompton, in order to open up a through and unbroken con- 
nection between Brompton and Chatham lines. 


Douglas (Isle of Man).—The Tramways Committee 
bas decided to reduce the bours of the tramways employés to about 
60 per week. Inthe past the hours of work have numbered about 
70. The car service will remain as it has been, but four additional 
men will beemployed. The profit on the working of the tramways 
for the year, up to August, was £653 in excess of the correspond- 
ing period last year. 


New York.—The Elerlricul World and Engineer. states 
that the New York Rapid Transit Subway Commissioners have pur- 
chased an additional lot, 108 x 200 ft., on which to erect an addi- 
tion to the subway power house now building on the Hudson River. 
The addition will make the plant the largest and most expensive 
in the world. It will cost altogether $7,000,000, and will be 
capable of generating 132,000 m.P. The boiler plant at first will 
consist of 72 boilers, each of 500 H.P. The coal will be carried 
by belt conveyors to a storehouse 80 ft. above the ground, with a 
capacity of 25,0C0 tons. The ashes from the boilers will be carried 
by cars to scows lying in the river. There are five brick chimneys 
of unusual construction, in that their bases will rest on steel platforms 
about 40 ft. above the floor of the power house, as building the 
stacks from the ground up would have occupied a great deal of 
valuable space in the middle of the building. The chimneys will 
reach a height of 265 ft. 


France.—Owing to difficulties with steam traction on 
the railway from St. Georges de Commiers to La Mure in connection 
with the anthracite mines at the latter place, the French State 
Railway authorities decided some time ago to adopt electric traction 
on the most difficult section—that between La Motte-les-Bains and 
La Motte d'Aveillans, which comprises many grades of from 25 to 
274 per cent., and many sharp curves. As a result of negotiations 
an order for an experimental electric locomotive, to work on the 
overhead system, and to be capable of hauling 20 wagons loaded 
with a total of a 100 tons of coal at a speed of 134 to 114 miles per 
hour, was placed with the Compagnie de l'Industrie Electrique 
et Mecanique (Thury), of Geneva, Switzerland. Tho locomotive 
weighs 50 tone, and is 43 ft. long between the buffers. The 
system is high tension continuous, three-wire, 2,400 volts, 
there being two overhead lines, the rails forming the third wire. 
The engine is equipped with four 125-11 P. motors, taking 185 
ampercs at a speed of 100 revolutions per minute. The engine 
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is fitted with operating gear at both ends, and in the trials to 
which it was submitted, successfully hauled а train of 24 wagons 
loaded with 120 tons of coal. 


Great Northern and City Railway.—It is stated that 
а moving staircase is to be introduced at the Lothbury station of 
the Great Northern and City Railway, to carry passengers to and 
from the surface. 


Huddersfield. From a financial statement for the six 
months ending September 30th, it appears that the capital outlay of 
the tramways undertaking is £410,953. During the six months 834,160 
miles have been run, compared with 626,031 last year. The 
receipts amount to £34,672 13s., or 9°97d. per car : mile, as against 
11:00 last year. The working expenditure amounts to £18,425, or 
5:304. per car-mile, compared with 5:54d. last year, leaving a gross 
surplus of £16,248, or 4:674. per car-mile, as against 546d. Interest 
on the debt absorbs £7,772, and the redemption of debt amounts to 
£5,561, giving 'a'surplus of £2,914, or 83d. per car-mile, as against 
1:314. last year. No provision is made in this statement for 
depreciation. 


Italy.—Cómo and Milan, which are situated 30 kilo- 
metres apart, are to be connected by electric traction. The Lampo 
system is to be used, and a speed of 120 kilometres per hour is 


anticipated. 


Liége.—The Liége-Scraing Railway Co. has decided to 
adopt electric traction, and in view of the forthcoming exhibition in 
1905, the line is to be extended in and about Liége. 


Liverpool.—In responding to а vote of thanks for his 
services as chairman of the Corporation Tramways Committee during 
the past municipal year, Sir Charles Petrie, at the final meeting of 
the committee on Friday last, referred to the progress of the tram- 
ways undertaking. In the first nine months of 1897 the tram- 
ways carried 29,000,000 passengers. In the nine months of the 
present year they carried 64,000,000 an increase of 
192 per cent. The mileage in 1897 was 4,469,734, and in 1903 
8,713,230, an increase of 94 per cent. The receipts in 1897 were 
£219,766, and in 1903 £393,411, an increase of 79 per cent. If the 
electric cars had been introduced into Liverpool 10 years before 
they were, some of the suburbs, Sir Charles said, would now be more 
thickly populated than they are. The abnormal weather had pre- 
vented a much higher increase in gers and receipts. In May last 
an arrangement was made with the South Lancashire Tramways Co. for 
a through running of their cars between St. Helen's and the Pierhead, 
and the company thought the committee had made too good & bargain 
in the matter, and one that was not quite beneficial to them. The 
arrangement would, however, continue to ithe end of the present 
year. The service of cars in the city had been improved by reducing 
the number of cars in operation during the quiet hours of the day 
and increasing them during the period of maximum demand. The 
question of extending the tramways bsyond the city boundaries in 
one or two directions had been under notice. The matter would be 
brought further under the notice of the committee at an early date. 
€ а іп closing, paid a warm tribute to the general manager 
an staff. 


London.—The L.C.C. has withdrawn its electric cars 
from the Kennington to Streatham Village cable route. It has 
been found that the electric cars, although smaller than the ones 
running over the Tooting lines, cause too great a strain on the cable, 
and do not run as smoothly ss could be desired ; consequently they 
have been replaced by the old cars until the line can be electrified. 
The cable cars only run from Streatham to Kennington, and do not 
continue the journey to the termini at the bridges by means of horse 
traction as formerly, so that passengers who desire to go on have 
now to change at Kennington into electric cars. Special tickets are 
provided to effect the change. 

HackNEÉEv.— The General Purposes Committee of the B.C. has 
decided in favour of informing the L.C.C. that any scheme for the 
adoption of the overhead trolley system for the working of tramways 
within the borough will be strenuously opposed. 


Manchester and Ashton-under-Lyne.— Last week 
witnessed the withdrawal of the last of the horse cars of the 
Manchester Carriage Co. Those displaced last week in Ashton, 
which had been running between the Ashton market place and the 
terminus of the Manchester tramway system, at Audenshaw, were 
the last survivors. The Manchester Tramways Committee have just 
completed the reconstruction and equipment of the Ashton lines, 
acting as contractors to the Corporation of that borough, and cars 
are now running daily, at frequent intervals, between ;Manchester 
and Ashton-under-Lyne. For the present, passengers are required 
to change into the Ashton Corporation cars at the borough boundary, 
but shortly, under an agreement which, it is understood, has been 
arranged, Manchester cars will run through, over the new lines, to 
the Ashton market place. These lines have also a connection with 
Btaly bridge. 


Musselburgh.—At the last T.C. mecting it was reported 
that the estimates in connection with the electric tramways had 
almost all been got in, and the National Electric Wiring and 
Construction Co. expect to commence operations this month. The 
tramway line will extend from Magdalene Bridge, Musselburgh, to 

` ;nhall, a distance of nearly three miles, mainly double track. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—At the meeting of the City 
Council on the 14th inst, Mr. Cail presented & report from the 
Tramways Committee recommending that application should be 
made to Parliament for power to construct certain additional tram- 
ways. The city engineer's estimate for construction was £133,850, 
and the general manager’s estimate for electrical equipment was 
£156,476, a total estimated cost of £290,326 ; this included generat- 
ing plant and sub-stations £65,000, and £30,000 for additional care. 
In moving the report Mr. Cail referred to the great financial success 
of the trams, and said the Committee aimed at something even 
higher and of more advantage to the people of the city. They 
were now carrying some 43,000,000 of people in a year, and they 
found that whenever there was an extension the rate of receipts per 
car-mile went up. Mr. Murray seconded, and after a brief discus- 
sion, the report was agreed to, an addition being made to the fifth 
route, that a line should be laid down Chillingham Road to be con- 
соо with Heaton Road. With thit amendment the report was 
carried. 


Nuremberg.—The Continentale Gesellschaft fiir Elec- 
trische Unternehmuugen has received a concession for the construc- 
tion of a railway similar to the Barmen— Elberfeld line. The line 
will be 21 km. long and it is estimated will take five years to com- 
plete and cost 44 million francs. 


Pietermaritzburg.—The British Westinghouse Co. are 
supplying for the new tramway system here six complete electric 
tramcar equipments. These will be of standard Westinghouse 

ttern, each including two No. 90 series-parallel controllers, two 

o. 200 (35 н.р.) motors, and all the usual auxiliary apparatus, 


including automatic cut-out, lightning arresters, &c. 


Southend. — At the Board of Trade, Whitehall 
Gardens, Sir Herbert Jekyll, Assistant Secretary of the Railway 
Department, sat on Thursday last week to hear objections 
to the confirmation of the Southend-on-Sea and District Lizht 
Railways (Extension) Order. The scheme is promoted by the 
Corporation for the extension of the present light railway 
system, the principal extension being as far as Shoeburyness, so as 
to give means of communication by the light railway system 
between Southend and that place. The only opponent was опе 
Col. Burges, who is a large landowner, through whose property it 
is proposed to construct part of the extension. He objected ths 
the proposed line of route would interfere with the development of 
his land as a building estate, that it would depreciate his property, 
snd that there was no need for such a light railway between South- 
end and Shoeburyness. He urged that instead of the Corporation 
going through his land, which is on the high level, it should 
adopt another route, which would be under the cliff and nearer to 
the sea front. The cost of that would be less, and the public would 
get a nice promenade, which in time could be made to join the 
existing promenade at Southend. 


South Shields.—A meeting of the Tramways Sub- 
Committee was held on the 13th inst. to consider the mode of 
traction, routes, &c. It is stated on the very best authority that 
the Committee decided to recommend the adoption of the overhead 
trolley system of electric tramways. As to the routes, it was pro- 
pcsed to make a curtailment of route No. 1, and to cut out entirely 
that portion of the route from the top of Green Street to the 
present terminus in the Corstorphine Town and Tyne Dock section. 
In lieu of this there will be a new system of lines through 
Frederick Street, South Frederick Street, Gilbert Street, South 
Eldon Street, St. Mary's Terrace, and Dean Road to Slake Terrace. 
It is estimated that the elision of the Corstorphine Town section will 
reduce the total cost by about £20,000. It was decided to advertise 
for tenders for the leasing of the tramways. 


Stretford,—The U. D. C. has been informed of the decision 
of the Light Railway Commissioners upon the various schemes 
submitted to them for the construction of lines in Stretford. The 
Council and the West Manchester Light Railway Co. presented con- 
flicting plans, and the Commissioners have struck a balance by 
sanctioning portions only of both. 


Torquay.— It is announced that the Dolter Electric 
Traction Co. intend to instal their surface contact system of tram- 
ways here. 


Woking.—The U.D.C. has given & qualified approva! 
to the amended scheme of trams for Woking, as set out in a letter 
addressed to the Council by the engineer (Mr. G. T. Harrup). 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


London Telephones.— The Post Office Telephone De- 
artment arranged to open the new Mayfair exchange on Tuesday 
t. The exchange will serve an area bounded by Regent’s Park 
on the north, Knightsbridge and Pall Mall on the south, Regent 
Street on the east, and Bayswater on the west. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The Admiralty have given 
instructions for a wireless telegraphy station to be established at 
Felixstowe, which has been made the new base port for the 
Medway Destroyer Instructional Flotilla, The installation is to be 
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carried out to the superintendence of the dockyard authorities at 
Sheerness, who have just completed the laying of 14 sets of 
moorings at Felixstowe for torpedo-boat destroyers. 

The Daily Telegraph says that after being in constant communica- 
tion with the shore or passing ships throughout her voyage from 
Liverpool, the Canard liner Umbria arrived at the other side on 
19th inst. One meseage received came from her eastward-bound 
consort Etruria, which was passed in mid-oceau. Тһе message 
read: “Had clear weather; saw no ice; all well" This the Daily 
Telcyroph points out conflicts with the cable report from Liverpool 
that the Elruria hit a cumulative wave, several passengers being 
injured. 

The Stvudard Berlin correspondent says that tha Military School 
of Electricity in St. Petersburg has been actively engaged, for some 
time past in experiments with wireless telegraphy on the Slaby- 
Arco system. The distance covered at the latest trial extended 
over 130 versts from St. Petersbarg to Narva. Kites flown at high 
altitudes are used as receivers. The wires at the permanent 
receiving station of Narva are fixed on a church and on the old 
Hermann Tower, at a height of about 150 ft. The proportion of 
successful messages is said to have been seventeen out of nineteen. 

It is stated that Mr. Marconi has accepted an invitation from the 
Admiralty to give on board a battleship an illustration of the 
success of his work in the transmission of messages to ships by wire- 
less telegraphy over long distances. For this purpose Mr. Marconi 
has arranged to embark on H.M.S. Duncan, which is to leave 
Portsmouth for Gibraltar in the course of a day or two. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED, 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 eo! ee ee ee Aug. 27, 1901 ee ee 
Dominioca-Martinique oe ee ee өө ee May 7, 1902 ee ee 
Bt. Lucie-Martinique ee oe ee ee ee May 7, 1902 ee ee 
Guadeloupe-Martinique ee ee ee oe May 7, 1903 ee + 
Puerto Plata-Martinique oo ee ee oo July 10, 1909 ee Oct. 19, 1903 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee eo ee ee ee Aug. 18, 1909 ee eo 
Bt. Lucia-St. Vincent 2m ee oe ee Bept. 19, 1902. eo 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran ee T ee Oct. 22, 1902 .. ee 
Paramaribo-Cayenne ee ee ee ee oe Feb. 27, 1908 oe ee 
New York-Haiti eo ee ee eo ео April 18, 1908 oe ee 


Nayasaki-Fusan š ee Oct. 19, 1903 T 
LANDLINES 

Communication with Puerto- Barrios aXe .. July 28, 1903 gs 

Moulmein- Bangkok oe ee oe ee ee Oct. l7, 1903 ee Oct. 19, 1903 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Beckenham.—November 9th. Electric wiring under 
free wiring scheme. See “ Official Notices " October 16th. 


Blaekpool.—November 14th. One 450-kw. traction 
set (vertical triple-expansion engine and multipolar generator) See 
" Official Notices" to-day. 


Chorley.—The Corporation invites offers for its electric 
lighting order. See “Offcial Notices " to-day. 


Devonport.—October 24th. Motor-driven booster for 
the electricity department. See Official Notices October 16th. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative :— Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. Вее Officia! 
Notices " August 25th. 


Kilmarnoek.—November 18th. Lancashire boilers; 
engines and dynamos; crane; battery; and switchboard for elec- 
tricity scheme, See “Official Notices" October 9th. 


Leeds.—November 13th. Forty-five tons of piping 
and valves for the electricity works. See Official Notices " to-day. 


London.—November 3rd. Engine, dynamo, wiring, 
&c., for an installation at the Abbey Mills Pumping Station at West 
Ham, for the L.C.C. See “Official Notices October 2nd. 


Newport (Mon.).—October 24th. "Triple and concen- 
tric paper cable. Bee “ Official Notices " October 16th. 


Radeliffe.— November 14th. Lighting and traction 
switchboards aud accessories; rail bonds for the U.D.C. See 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


Npain.— October 26th. The Municipal Authorities of 
Munera (province of Albacete) are inviting tenders until the 26th 
inst. for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a 
period of 20 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders 
are to be sent to, El Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Munera 
(Albacete). 


Spain.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
municipal authorities of Fuensanta (Province of Jaen), for the 
concession for the electric lighting of the town during a period of 
19 years. Tenders are to be sent to El Secretario del Ayuntamiento 
de Fuensanta (Jaen), whence particulars may be obtained. 


Swansea.—October 81st. Permanent way, rails, special 
work, overhead equipment, cables, ducts, &c., for tramways. See 
" Official Notices " September 25th. 


| Swansea.— October 31st. Ducts, troughs, cables, wires, 


stroet boxes, &o. See Official Notices September 25th. 


Todmorden.— October 31st. Lancashire boiler ; steam 
dynamos, pumps, switchboard, battery, cables, crane, &c., for 
electricity supply. See “ Official Notices " October 9th. 


Wednesbury, — November 20th. Electric wiring of 
public buildings. See ‘Official Notices” to-day. 


` 


OLOSED. 


Boston.—The following tenders have been received by 
the Т.С. for installing the electric light in the new municipal 
buildings :— | 


J. Bakewell & Co., Peterborough .. 


ee (Accepted) £474 
W. J. Furse & Co., Nottingham es Ve #8 ae 494 


Cox-Walkers, Darlington $3 x ae | : V De 5:[4 
Beaven & Sons, Gloucester. ro e ae za - 560 
Beaumont & Co., York.. =e e 8 576 


Doncaster.— The Board of Guardians last week decided 
to advertise for tenders for 125 storage cells and outside standard 
lamps. 


France.— The French Post and Telegraph authorities 
in Paris have just given out contracts as follows: — La Compagnie 
Francaise des Metaux, of Paris, 100 tons of high conductivity 
copper, 24 mm. diameter, at 1,930 fr. per ton; La Compagnie 
Générale d'Electricité, of Paris, 100 tons ditto, at 1,029 fr. per ton; 
M. Grammont, of Pont de Cheruy, 50 tons ditto, at 1,928 fr. per 
ton; La Compagnie Francaise du Bimetal, Paris, 50 tons ditto, at 
1,924 fr. per ton; La Восіс!с des Mines de Pontgibaud, of Paris, 50 
tons ditto, at 1,8824 fr. per ton, and 100 tons ditto, 3 mm. diameter, 
at 1,918 fr.; Les Trefileries du Havre, 50 tons ditto, at 1,9244 fr.; 
Le Forges de Franche-Comté, Besancon, 50 tons ditto, at 1,924 fr., 
and La Société d'Electro-Metallurgie de Dives, 50 tons ditto, at 
1,925 fr. per ton. 


Fulham,—The Council has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Locket & Judkins for a supply of 1,000 tons of Welsh coal 
(No. 1 Locket steam navigation nuts), at 14s. 11d. per ton, also the 
tender of Messrs. Charrington, Sells, Dale & Co., for the supply of 
2,000 tons of Shirebrook double screened nuts, at 13s. 54. per ton, 
for the electricity supply department. 

The Council has adopted, on the recommendation of the borough 
electrical engineer, a scheme for replacing the fittings in the above 
building, as follows :—Large hall, £70; corridors and cloak rooms, 
£67; small hall, £56; office, £20. A 

The Council has also accepted the tender of Messrs. Windsor and 
Co. for the construction of sub-stations, for the sum of £520. The 
Council has further accepted the tender of the Hardy Pick Co., for 
the supply and erection of a clinker crushing and sifting machine, 
for £675, subject to the work being carried out under the super- 
vision and to the satisfaction of the borough electrical engineer. 


' Glasgow.—The British Westinghouse Co. has just secured 
an important contract for the equipment of all the Glasgow tram- 
cars—numbering nearly seven hundred—with their magnetic brake. 
Experiments extending ‘over nearly two years, on one hundred 
cars, have been carried out, and the present contract is the result 
of these trials. Weare informed that no fewer than 1,300 of the 
Westinghouse magnetic brakes have been sold in the United 
Kingdom. 


Hammersmith. — The Borough Council has received the 
following tenders for supplying motor- generators: — Messrs. Witting, 
Eborall & Co. (accepted at £61), £615 or £691; F. A. Glover and 
Co., £700; Fuller, Wenstrom & Co., £730; Geipel & Lange, £664 or 
£750; Lancashire Dynamo and Motor Co., £778, £832 or £971 ; 
Johnson & Phillips, £790 or £850 ; Electric Construction Co, £200; 
General Electric Co. £870; Bruce Peebles & Uo., £590. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme.—The T.C. has accepted the 
following tenders for the electricity works:— 


Electric Construction Co., Ltd., two dynamos .. £385 0 0 
\ Andrews, Itd., two gas engines. Pis a . 8 0 0 
Crompton & Co., Ltd., switchboard  .. os ee 84517 0 
Electrical Power Storage, Ltd., battery og .. 255 10 0 
Cable Accessories Co., Ltd., house-service fuse boxes — 


J. S. Roberts, l.td., socket pipes .. Vx шше 


Radcliffe.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of 
Callender's Cable Co. for cables, &c., for the electricity works at 
£5,350. 


Rochdale.—The Bosrd of Guardians has accepted the 
tender of Henley’s Telegraph Co., Ltd., for alterations and additions 
to the switchboard at Dearnley Workhouse, and for the supply of 
cables. 


War Office.—The War Office has placed an order with 
the Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd., for the storage battery of 54 cells 
required at Shocburyness. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, October 23rd.— At 8 p.m. Junior Institution of Engineers. 
Annual general meeting at the Westminster Palace 
Hotel. 


At5p.m. Physical Society. Meeting at the Royal Col- 
lege of Science, South Kensington. Papers on “The 
Bending of Magnetometer Deflection Bars,” by Dr. C. 
Chree; “Оп the Magnetism of Basalt and the Mag- 
netic Behaviour of Basaltic Bars when Heated in Air," 
by Dr. G. E. Allen; Some Experiments with Elec- 
trical Oscillations," by Dr. W. Watson. 


Wednesday, November 4th.—At 6.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Glasgow). Second Annual Dinner, at the 
Grand Hotel. 


————— 
NOTES. 


Something New in Fuels.— From an American paper 
we learn that a U.S. patent has been taken out covering the employ- 
ment of "carbide residuum” аз a fuel. This material is the by- 
product from an acetylene generator in which calciam carbide has 
been decomposed by water, and it, therefore, consists, from an un- 
enterprising chemist's aspect, in slaked lime, which may vary in con- 
dition from an almost dry powder to a thin cream according to the 
proportion of water it contains. We also gather that a company 
has been formed to grant licences for the working of the process, 
which they do at the rate of $25. We are, unfortunately, unable to 
give our anxious readers full detaile, or the address of the concern; 
but not to deprive the patentee of all encouragement, we may 
mention that the patent is No. 724,214, and is dated March 31st, 
1903. 


The Electrical Volunteers at Work.—For several 
hours on Saturday night the London Volunteer companies of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, assisted by a party of the Electrical 
Eogineer Volunteers, were engaged on Wimbledon Common in very 
interesting work of the kind which must always follow a battle. 


The Medical Volunteers, who, like the Electrical Engineers, con- 


tributed largely to the Army in Bouth Africa, were on Baturday 
commanded by Major Matthews: and the assumption upon which 
they proceeded was that & great fight had occurred on the common 
in the afternoon, and that many of the wounded had crawled for 
shelter into the wooden dell just north of the Windmill. The night 
was a dark and moonless one, but the seeking ambulance parties 
were aided in their work by the powerful searchlight brought into 
the field by the Engineers under Major Erskine, which made the 
wood as light as day. Stretchers and cycles were brought into use 
in picking up men presumed to be wounded in various ways, and 
carrying them to the several stations established by the Medical 
Corps, tbe majority of whose members are students of the Metro- 
politan hospital schools. A little to the rear of the searchlight the 
collecting station was marked by a couple of lamps rhining out 
brightly in tbe surrounding darkness, and beyond these another 
pair of lamps indicated the dressing station, where ambulance 
wagons were in waiting to remove the wounded to the still more 
remote field hospital, pitched on the eastern side of the common. 
All the work, alike by ambulance men and Engineers, was well 
carried out on a dry and chilly night.—The Tires. 


Yorkshire College Engineering Society.—At the 
opening meeting of thie society on Monday, October 12th, Mr. E. J. 
Bilcock, M.Iust.C.E., delivered the presidential address. taking for 
his subject “ The Duties of a Municipal Engineer.” Mr. Silcock 
divided the duties of a municipal engineer into six heads :— Engi- 
neering, architecture, law, miscellaneous, surveying and admistra- 
tion, and sub-divided these again into various branches. He showed 
the vast amount of varied knowledge which it was necessary for a 
municipal engineer to possess in order to deal with such important 
matters, as the provision of adequate water supply, sewerage and 
purification systems, road and bridge making, street improvements, 
with a view to future requirements, tramways, electric lighting 
and gas works, designing and supervision of buildings, heating and 
ventilation. He also stated that a working knowledge of all Acts 
of Parliament relating to municipal and sanitary laws is an essential 
part of the raunicipal engineer’s training. The lecturer considered 
that municipal engineering offers a fair field to students, and em- 
phasised the necessity of a sound technical training as an 
essential to ultimate success. A vote of thanks was accorded to 
Mr. Silcock. 


American Municipal Failure.—An instance of muni- 
cipal electricity supply system having failed in the States is quoted in 
a recent iszue of the Electric World and Engineer, The Valley 
City, N. D., City Council has decided to offer the electric light plant 
for sale. A twenty-year franchise will be given to the purchaser. 
There are about 3,000 commercial lights on the system, and it is 
said to be the largest plant, outside of Fargo and Grand Forks, in 
the State. It bas not been a paying investment for the city, and 
the expenses for the past year were about 37,000 more than the 
receipts 


Ventilation of Tube Railways.—The paper on this 
subject read by Mr. J. W. Thomas, at the Southport meeting of the 
British Association, seemed to us to call for arrangements that 
would not be very practicable. The use of doors for closing tbe tubes 
ів, we fear, a matter of great difficulty Mr. Morrison, who dis- 
cussed the paper, pointed out that it would be better to place an 
up-cast shaft between each two stations, and rely on the trains to force 
air up these. A correspondent suggests that the simplest and 
cheapest method will probably be found, ultimately, to comprise a 
two-compartment shaft midway between each station. Опе com- 
partment would have light valves as of mica opening upwards; in 
the other there would be valves opening downwards or rather 
inwards. Each train, in pushing air before it, would force a con- 
siderable volume up the shaft; as soon as it had passed the shaft 
it would draw in a considerable volume by the down-cast compart- 
ment. Thus each train would be constantly changing the tunnel 
air. Moreover, the up-cast department would serve as a tempera- 
ture shaft, and aid ventilation considerably. What is wanted in 
tube ventilation is not во much a complete change of air every night, 
as & constant removal of foul air the day through. As it is, the 
trains are exposed to considerable air resistance in the tubes. This 
would be diminished slightly were central shafts constructed, as 
tuese would relieve something of the difference of the pressures 
in front of and behind trains. Аз а mere matter of possibility, 
nothing is easier than to ventilate a tube railway by the 
use of doors to compel certain air movements, but, as said above, 
the doors are a practical difficulty with a frequent service. The 
intermediate shaft appears calcalated to effect a very considerable 
improvement, though we fear it is but little better than the fore- 
going in point of practicability. 


Oil Fuel.—Mr. Bell’s paper before the British Associa- 
tion was merely a summary of the main points of liquid fuel burn- 
ing, the latest developments of which in the direction of what he 
considers the best system, viz., atomising, points to the employ- 
ment of oil under pressure, heated to a high temperature, sprayed 
with dry steam and fed with heated air for combustion. .The 
author also pointed out that furnaces had been neglected in the 
attention paid to atomisers or spraying apparatus. It need scarcely 
be pointed out that the furnace itself ів а most important part of 
the system. It must be lined more or less thoroughly with fire- 
brick, as in the case of a furnace for bituminous coal. As a rule, 
the oil does get some such attention more or less directly, whereas 
coal is neglected. Another point might be made on the score of 
draught. Oil can be burned with а very small draught for the 
reason that it is or can be burned in a free unencumbered furnace, 
whereas coal rests on & grate which it chokes up more or lees, 
80 that most of the resistance to the draught is that of the 
grate and its burden. As a rule with liquid fuel the clear way 
through the furnace is obstructed by brick walls and additional 
bridges, &., во as to check the otherwise too rapid flow of the 
flame and gases towards the chimney. Mr. Bell is, of course, an 
advocate for oil fuel, but he had nothing to say as regards the very 
limited production of oil as compared with coal. Liquid fuel 
would be perfect in a sense, if there were only more of it. 


Pendulum Apparatus for Testing Steel for Brittle- 
ness,—At the Southport meeting of the B.A., Mr. Izod read a paper 
oa the above subject. The idea of the pendulum test is that it will 
prove brittleness better than other tests. The tensile test, coupled 
with measurements of extension and reduction of area, is usually 
looked on as affording a fair measure of the brittleness or otherwise 
of a sample. It is not desirable to multiply tests. Can it be shown 
that pendulum tests show results inconsistent with what can be 
found by the usual method? Correctly to read the resulte of a 
pendulum test, the swinging weight is allowed to fall freeiy 
through a certain arc. It strikes the specimen to be broken, and 
ita residual energy is measured in order to find that absorbed in the 
breaking of the test piece. As we are told the test piece must be 
nicked so as to locate the break, a good deal msy depend upon the 
form and depth of the nick or notch, upon the tool with which it 
was made, its form and sharpness, and there appears good ground 
to suspect room for quite a number of errors of much more serious 
moment than the errors which can arise in the tenacity test. But 
some such test is declared to be necessary to determine the 
potentiality of brittleness, which the usual veste are said to be 
unable to show. There appears to be an unsottled feeling about 
steel at the present time; hence the numerous papers of late on 
heat treatment of steel. 


Depreciation.—The annual conference of the Society of 
Accountants and Auditors was held at Liverpool last week. Among 
the papers read was one on “ Depreciation and Sinking Fands in 
Municipal Undertakings,” by Mr. Frederic Walmsley, a Fellow of 
the society, and chairman of the Finance Committee of the Bolton 
Corporation. He said that in the last JO years, when the popula- 
tion had increased from 23,000,000 to 32,617,001 and rateable value 
from £107,398,242 to £186,563,738, loans outstanding had grown from 
£69,461,087 to £293,864,224, and debt per head of population from 
£3 0s. 4d. to £903. 8d. The debt was outrunning the rateable value, 
and there wasa fear that municipal security was to some extent 
being shaken, His suggestions were:—(1) Depreciation should be 
charged in all undertakings liable to waste, obsolescence, or super- 
cession on terms quite suflicient to recoup or renew the assets when 
required without recourse at any time to re-borrowing, repairs 
being charged direct to revenue year by year, so as to maintain the 
assets in eflicient condition; (2) longer periods should be allowed 
for the repayment of loans, especially in undertakings of a perma- 
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nent character, where there is no risk of obsolescence ; (3) sinking 
fund should be charged separately without regard to depreciation ; 
(4) all these matters should be settled by conference as previously 
explained, so as to establish a uniform treatment of depreciation 
and sinking fund in the accounts of all corporations. In the course 
of a discussion, the president (Mr. C. H. Wilson, Leeds), said it 
would be a national calamity if a body of accountants did anything 
to contribute to the foolish idea prevailing in the country that cor- 
porations were overspending themselves. He ridiculed the notion 
of the coming generation having a burden they could not bear. 


Nickel Plating Efficiency.—An exhaustive series of 
experiments has been conducted by Mr. Oliver W. Brown, of the 
Wniversity of Wisconsin, to determine the exact conditions under 
which nickel can be most advantageously and economically deposited 
from a solution of its double sulphate with ammonia. The experi- 
ments have also served to explain to a large extent the extraordi- 
nary behaviour of the nickel plating bath, and the extremely unstable 
nature of the safe rate of deposit. It is well known that both the 
eurrent efficiency and the polarieation voltage of this bath vary con- 
siderably without any apparent reason, sometimes attaining a very 
low value. Two nickel electrodes were electrolysed in a bath of 
nickel-ammonia-sulphate at current densities varying from 1:0 to 
10°0 amperes per sq. ft., and the discharge potential of the cathode 
and anode, together with the polarisation voltage on breaking the 
eircuit, were taken. Several different anodes were also used con- 
sisting of cast smooth, cast roughened, pure, rolled and electrolytic 
nickel. These anodes behaved very differently, the cast-nickel 
with roughened surface showing a corrosion efficiency of 91:32 per 
cent., while the pure rolled nickel showed only 8:47 percent. The 
tendency of the cathode depositing efficiency was to attain a value 
. of about 90 per cent., so that unless the anode corrosion efficiency 
approached this value the bath became impoverished and the total 
efficiency quickly dropped. | 

Whatever precautions may be taken, the anode is liable to sud- 
denly assume a passive state, possibly due to the formation of a 
film of hydroxide on its surface, and this causes the depositing 
efficiency to suddenly drop far below its normal value on account of 
increased polarisation voltage and decreased corrosion efficiency. 
These experiments have shown, therefore, that the satisfactory 
operation of the nickel-plating solution depends on the character of 
the anode and upon its surface state. Rough-surface cast-nickel 
anodes, containing a small trace of copper and other electro-negative 
impurities, are found to be the most suitable. As regards the 
control of the watt efficiency by modification of the surface state, 
this may be obtained in the following way. The anode discharge 
potential should not be allowed to exceed — 0'45 volt, and the most 
simple method of observing this rule is to have in shunt. across the 
bath a high resistance voltmeter, upon which the polarisation voltage 
can be occasionally rapidly read on breaking the main circuit. If 
this polarisation voltage does not exceed 0°70 volt, it may be safely 
assumed that the corrosion efficiency is high; but if it exceeds 
0°70 volt by an appreciable amount, it may be assumed that a passive 
state has been begun, and the anode should at once be removed, 
scraped, cleaned in acid, washed, and quickly replaced. If these 
precautions be observed, and a current density of about 5 amperes 
per equare foot be used, the plater can rely upon havirg a current 
efficiency spproaching 90 per cent. at a minimum potential 
difference. i 


Dundee Engineers.—A number of the members of 
Dundee Institute of Engineers and Society of Experimental Engi- 
neers have visited the electrical works of Messrs. Mavor & Coulson, 
Ltd., the works of Messrs. Duncan, Stewart & Co., and the electric 
power station at Pinkston. 


Water-Power Plants in America.— The New York 
Electrical World and Engineer gives an abstract of & paper read 
before the September meeting of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers by Mr. George A. Henry, Jun., and Joseph Le 
Conte on An Efficient High-Pressure Water Power Transmission 
Plant.” The paper was devoted to a description of the Pelton 
water wheels used in the new plant of the Edison Electric Co., of 
Los Angeles, California, and records of tests made on the wheels. 
The head utilised is equal to 1,960 ft. vertical fall, corresponding to 
an effective preasure at the wheels, allowing for friction loss, of 
825 Ibs. per sq. in. The power of the wheels is controlled by means 
of a combined throat needle and deflecting nozzle. The nozzle is 
operated automatically by a governor, and the needle is controlled 
by hand. Each generating unit is of 750-K w. normal capacity at 430 
r.p.m., with a margin for 50 per cent. of overload ; the number of 
units and the voltage were not given in the paper. Theauthors des- 
cribed the pipe line, water wheels and governing arrangement in 
detail, and gave the results of tests to determine the efficiency of the 
wheels for different loads and styles of nozzle tips. The experi- 
ments showed the necessity for very careful calculation to establish 
the more efficient shapes of needle and tip. The tests gave wheel 
efficiencies varying from 76:5 per cent. at 482 Kw. to 86:8 per 
cent. at 826 KW. 

In the discussion of the paper Mr. F. O. Blackwell gave further 
details of the Los Angeles transmission, formerly known as the Red- 
lands plant, and the first three-phase transmission plant in the 
country. The line voltage is 35,000, and there are seven power 
stations located up to 100 miles apart, all feeding the same trans- 
mission line. 'The Edison Co. is now developing on Kern River a 
new station which will have a capacity of 20,000 H. P., and will generate 
at 60,000 volta and transmit to Los Angeles, 150 miles distant. The 
diameter of the wheel referred to in the paper is 7 ft., and that of 
thejnozzle 2 in., giving a ratio of 40 to 1, the usual ratios being from 
5.to 10, toj1. The needle nozzle not only increases the efficiency at 


partial load by cutting down the water used, but increases the 
efficiency at the bucket, since the stream is directed at the centre of 
the same. The original Redlands plant had an efficiency of 70 per 
cent. at full load, which has been increased to 85 per cent. 
at full load, and 75 per cent. at half load, while the regulation 
is within 2 per cent. The high-head part of the pipe line has 
forged flanges. Mr. H. A. Lardner said that the Santa Ana pipe 
line is of steel pipe with flanged joints bolted together, with no pro- 
vision for expansion, the head being 900 ft. Since the water in the 
case of the California plants has about the same temperature 
throughout the year, it is probably not necessary to provide for ex- 
pansion ; moreover, nearly all lines have a considerable curvature, 
horizontally or vertically. The Standard Со. has a cast-iron section 
for the upper third of its pipe line, each length of pipe being firmly 
grouted into the rock on the side of a mountain. A riveted pipe 
line in Colorado has given some trouble. Some of the wheels of 
California plants have two sets of runnersand two nozzles, the latter 
being both fall on, or one partially on or entirely off, depending on 
the load. President Arnold said that in the majority of cases it is 
found desirable to put in a steam plaut rather than rely on water 
power, except where the price of coal is very high. 


A Newport Claim.—At Newport Board of Guardians 
last Saturday, a letter was read from Меввге. Davis, Lloyds and 
Wilson, solicitors, with reference to a claim by the Walsall Elec- 
trical Co. for damages, owing to the delay of the contractor for the 
building of the new workhouse now being erected for the Board. 
A sub-committee having considered the matter, had recommended, 
and the Guardians now confirmed this: “ That the clerk be instructed 
to inform the Walsall Co. that the Guardians were not liable for the 
delay, and declined to entertain the claim.” The Newport borough 
electrical engineer had stated that the contractors had provided an 
excellent installation. | 


Laying a Subaqueous Electric Light Cable.—The 
local authority of Kingswear recently made arrangements with the 
Urban Electric Supply Co., Ltd., of Dartmouth, for the supply of 
electricity in the district for lighting purposes; to carry out the 
scheme it was necessary to lay cables across the River Dart. This 
was successfully accomplished by the company's staff, on the 
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LayrNG CABLES ACROSS THE RıvmR АВТ. 


3rd inst., when three cables were lowered to the bed of the river 
near the crossing of the “floating bridge.” The total distance is 


‚ about 550 yards. The cables were specially made by Messrs. Cal- 


lender’s Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., and are of the single- 
core type, insulated with bitumen and armoured. The accompany- 
ing illustration shows the operation of laying in progress. 


Electric Motors for Centrifugal Pumps and Fans.— 
At last month’s meeting of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, Mr. Augustus J. Bowie contributed a paper on the above 
subject. According to the Electrical World, the subject was treated 
under the following heads:—Constant speed and varying load: 
changing speed with head varying directly as square of speed; 
constant head and varying speed. Mr. Bowie points out that a 
centrifugal pump, when operated at too low a head, shows a very 
low efficiency. In general, however, with a well-designed pump, 
the range of efficient operation for a constant speed is fairly broad. 
He emphasised the danger of overloading & motor through too low 
a head. A manufacturer will usually guarantee a certain efficiency 
and input for a pump at its rated load, but will say nothing con- 
cerning the power required to drive it at heads lower than that 
called for. The question may arise Why not give a pump the 
proper speed for a given head? This is frequently impracticable, 
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since pumps must often be installed to work under widely varying 
heads, where it is not an easy matter to change the speeds. Often- 
times the heads to which the water must be elevated will vary 
practically from zero to the maximum head against which the pump 
will deliver. In some cases these overloads may be of long dura- 
tion, and a sufficiently large motor should be installed. On the other 
hand, the maximum load will often be only of short duration, as, for 
example, in the case of pumping from a well, particularly where there 
isa pit in connection with it, which is partially filled up with 
water. Generally it will not take the pump long to lower 
the water considerably, and the duration of overload will be brief. 
Increasing the speed of the rotor, where the effective head varies 
ав the square of the speed, will result in increasing the capacity 
of the pump directly as the speed, and increasing the power 
input and output directly as the cube of the speed. The condition 
presupposed in this case, namely, that the head varies as the square 
of the speed, is the condition which exists in the case of ven- 
tilating fans. ; 

The condition of constant head exists when pumping against a 
fixed lift, when the velocity heads lost at entrance and discharge, 
and the frictional losses in the pipe, may be disregarded in com- 
parison with the lift. 

In this case the input increases faster than the cube, and not as 

fast as the fourth power of the speed. Ten per cent. increase 
in speed represents 40 per cent. increase in power and 96 per 
cent. increase in the С?в loss in the armature. From this it may 
be seen what an extremely large effect speed variation has on 
motors driving centrifugal apparatus. There ie, perhaps, no other 
form of apparatus so sensitive to change of speed in its power con- 
sumption. | 
the voltage constant by preventing the racing of generators is thus 
explained. 
_ Mr. Bowie considers that speed control of direct-current motors 
by variation of field resistance has a limited range in practice and 
has many points which tend to make it objectionable for the best 
conditions of commutation. Even at best there will be considerable 
field distortion at the high speeds. The effect of a load which 
would increase as the cube of the speed, and even faster, would seem 
to limit still further the allowable speed variation to be obtained 
in this manner. While the output of a centrifugal pump varies 
directly as the speed of revolution, many manufacturers rate their 
pumps at a fixed volumetric output, and publish a list of suitable 
speeds for different heads pnder which it may be desired to operate 
the pump. In some cases the highest speed given in these lists is 
three or more times as great as the lowest speed. Such mis- 
information leads to a great deal of trouble and cannot be too 
strongly condemned. | 

The paper includes curves from testa of centrifugal fans, giving 
the relation between pressure, input, output and efficiency. 

In introducing the discussion, President Arnold said that anyone 
who has attempted to vary the speed of a motor working on a pump 
and got the former working at a speed too high for the pump 
ought to be able to appreciate the considerations laid down in Mr. 
Bowie's paper. Mr. Stott said that the variation of power taken by 
centrifugal pumps under different heads is so complex that it seems 
impossible to make any equitable flat-rate for electric power for that 
service, and wattmeters should be installed. His experience with 
shunt-wound motors applied to centrifugal motors working on 
barometric condensers has been unfortanate ; a variable speed motor 
is indicated for this use, since in starting, a speed at least 15 per cent. 
above normal is required. Mr. J. J. Brown disagreed as to this 
point, saying that recent developments have shown that within 
reasonable variations of head, such as 10 to 20 per cent., constant- 
speed motors can be uted on barometric condensers without 
serious overload. Mr. F.O. Blackwell said that the very-high-head 
centrifugal pumps with several sets of rotors, each one feeding 
into the next one, form a development extremely promising, and iin 
time he believes it will replace the reciprocating pump altogether 
for all heads. These pumps are being made with each rotor up to 
100 ft. head, and there have been as many as seven or eight sets of 
rotors connected together, which would give 700 or 800 ft. total 
lift in the pump; the efficiencies bave been very high, too. 
Eighty per cent. efficiency has been obtained with these high head 
plants with the centrifugal pump, which is practically as good as 
that of apy reciprocating pump. 


A Waruing.—Some time ago a firm in Cardiff, styled 
the British American Electrical Maintenance Co., advertised for 
premium apprentices, holding forth the inducement that good 
positions would be secured for those who deposited their money 
with the firm. We were at the time somewhat dubious as to the 
bona-nics of the concern, and our suspicions have recently been 
justified, for we learn from a correspondent that the manager (who 
was also the proprietor) has absconded, leaving at least one 
apprentice in the lurcb, but without refunding the premium of 
£30. Whileit istoo late to warn our readers against thia par- 
ticular concern, we wish to put them on their guard against similar 
undertakings ; full inquiries should be made into the true standing 
and prospects of any small firm professing to train apprentices in 
engineering “for a consideration,” and as to the number of 
apprentices employed in the business. If the proportion of 
apprentices to workmen be unduly large, it is safe to say that the 
training will be of a worthless description, and the premiums worse 
than wasted. 

The pity of it is that it is generally impossible to convey this oft- 
repeated warning to the parents of the would-be apprentices, as 
they naturally are not habitual readers of the technical Press ; 
frequently, too, the victims of this cruel imposition are precisely 
those members of the public who are least able to bear the loss of 
the premiums, to pay which they have been obliged to practice 
self-denial. 


The effect which a steady pump load has in holding 


Personal.—Mr. С. H. Wordingham having taken up 
his position with the Admiralty as electrical engineer-in-chief to 
the Navy, he has disposed of his consulting practice formerly 
carried on at Manchester, to Mr. Thos. L. Miller, who has practised 
as a consulting engineer in Liverpool and London for some years 
past. Mr. Miller has taken over Mr. Wordingham’s offices at 19, 
Brazennose Street, Manchester, and will continue to practice from 
that address as well as from his owl. office at 7, Tower Buildings, 
North Water Street, Liverpool, and at 61, Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C., under the style of Miller & Collins. Mr. Miller has 
also taken into partnership Mr. H. W. Wilson, who has been for 
scme time engineer to the Lancashire branch of the British 
Thomson-Houston Co. Ltd. The Manchester and Liverpool 
businesses will in future be carried oa in the name of Messrs. T. L. 
Miller & Wilson. 

Мг. L. H. Enler, A. M. I. B. E., has been appointed teacher ef 
electric lighting and power at the Walthamstow Technical 
Institute. 

The staff of the new electric tramways at Glossop have presented 


Mr. C. E. Knowles, J.P., the general manager, and Mr. H. Emmett, 


the superintendent, with their photographs framed, as a memento 
of the opening of the system. The Hon. Mrs. S. Hill-Wood, who 
drove the first car, presented Mr. Emmett with a diamond and 
turquoise pin. | 

Mr. O. Hughes, on resigning the post of tramways inspector at 
Sunderland to take up а similar position under the Ipswich Cor- 
poration, has been presented by the staff with a travelling bag, 
combination set, gold mounted cigar holder, silver match box and 
sovereign purse. 

Mr. J. E. Lickfold, the well-known solicitor, who successfully 
conducted for us all the law cases in which the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
was involved in connection with the Electropathic Belt actions, has 
removed to 57, Moorgate Street, E.C. 

Mr. Hooghwinkel, M. I. E. E., has resigned his position as 
chief assistant engineer to the Brush Electrical Engineering Co., 
and has established himself as consulting electrical engineer at 
Dacre House, 20— 22, Victoria Btreet, S. W. Mr. Hooghwinkel, 
who formerly acted as chief assistant engineer to Messrs, Siemens 
and Halske and the Electrical Power Distribution Co., is especially 
gerne himself to advising on electrical mining and traction 
plant. 

Three candidates for the position of manager of the L.C.C. tram- 
ways, rendered vacant by the resignation of Mr. Baker, attended a 
meeting of the General Purposes Committee of the Council on 19th 
inst. They are Mr. Hamilton, of Leeds, Mr. Fell, of Sheffield, and 
Mr. Nicholson, who is connected with the management of a Lanca- 
shire railway. ` 

Mr. Frederick S. Grogan, A. M. I. E. H., who has been with the 
British Thomson-Houston Co. for the past three years, has been 
appointed chief assistant engineer to the British Electric Equip- 
ment Co. in London. Mr. Grogan, during his association with the 
B.T.H. Co., has been chiefly engaged in tramway construction work, 
among other places at Huddersfield and Croydon, but latterly has 
been attached to the company's construction department at their 
Rugby Works. Previously he was for five years an assistant 
engineer in the Corporation electric supply station at Belfast. 


Non-Inflammable Wood.—since the recent terrible 
accident on the Paris underground electric railway, considerable 
attention has naturally been drawn to the possibility of similar 
occurrences оп the lines in this country, and numerous announce- 
ments have been made by those interested to show that every 
possible precaution has been taken to secure the safety of passengers 
from fire by means of isolating the motor equipment in fireproof 
compartments, and constructing the rolling stock of non-inflammable 
wood. А good story in this connection comes from one of the large 
works where railway and tramway cars are built, and where some 
little time ago a considerable amount of timber treated specially 
for this purpose was obtained and put into use. Most of the scrap 
from the car-shops at these works goes, as is very usual, into a 
wood-burning boiler furnace, used to give steam for one purpose or 
another; and without saying anything to the unfortunate stoker 
as to the character of the etuff, a lot of the non-inflammable 
shavings and pieces were given him for starting his fire. The report 
says that his language was enough to light the fire, though the 
shavings wouldn't do it ! | 


Pretty Capacious!—A Glasgow evening paper is 
responsible for the following paragraph, which, on the face of it, 
seems an excellent instance of mistaking conduits for cables, 
Three feet square of copper at present prices would come to quite 
an appreciable amount per mile run, and if we mistake not, the 
Clyde Valley Co. serves an extended area. However, let the 
paragraph speak for itself :—'' Good progress, I learn, is being made 
at Motherwell with the construction of the power station for the 
Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co., Lanarkshire's newest and 
largest electricity concern. As giving an idea of the immensity 
of the business this firm propose to accomplish, I am told that their 
main cables will be 3 ft. square! As may be easily imagined, the 
worthy Councillors of Steelopolis have had not a little anxiety as 
to how these mains should be stowed away in their streets." 


London County Council.—The Council at the meeting 
on Tuesday resolved to advance £23,960 to the St. Pancras Borough 
Council for electric lighting purposes. 

The Highways Committee reported that certain short lengths of 
tramways exist in the county, forming part of the North Metro- 
politan Tramway ('o.'a system, which was not included in the lease 
granted to the company. Steps had recently been taken by the 
company to reconstruct those particular lines for electric traction, 
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and the Board of Trade had approved the system proposed to be 
used. The work, which was being carried out under powers con- 
ferred upon the company in 1897, had to be completed witbin two 
years from the date of the Act becoming law, and the Committee 
were advised that the company was acting illegally in proceeding with 
the work. As the tramways affected were purchasable by the Council, 
and would probably be worked in conjunction with the lines leased to 
the company, it was most important that the Council should have 
& voice in the system of traction to be adopted. The Committee 
had therefore given instructions for an action to be instituted to 
prevent the company from proceeding with the works. As the 
action would have to be entered in the name of the Attorney- 
General, the County Council being relators, it was necessary for the 
seal of the Council to be affixed to a formal authority to the solicitor 
to act on its behalf in the proceedings to be taken. 

It was announced by the Improvements Committee that accounts 
had been submitted by the expert witnesses engaged by the Council 
in connection with the claim of the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Co. in regard to the reinstatement of the Sardinia Street station. 
The accounts as certified by the Council's officers were as follows :— 
Kincaid, Waller & Co., £1,462 Зв. 5d.; J. Swinburne, £185 
бз. 6d.; О, H. Gadsby, £1,116 4s. 11d.; Gordon & Gunton, £633 
15s. 3d.; C. Hugman, £488 8s. 3d.; J. H. Andrews, £157 188. 6d.; 
S. B. Cottrell, £111 5s.; J. Statter, £163 168.; Holloway Bros., 
£157 10s. The company’s claim originally amounted to £400,000, 
but this was subsequently reduced by the company to £320,931, 
and the arbitrator awarded £183,150. Ir view of this very favour- 
able award, which was largely attributable to the evidence given by 
the Council’s witnesses, and having regard to the fact that the 
witnesses had to work under great pressure in preparing their 
evidence, the committee thought the sums charged were reasonable, 
and they had therefore given instructions for the payment of the 
accounts. 


Motor-Wagons, Tramways and Other Topics.— 
Bir Oliver Lodge, Principal of Birmingham University, dealt with 
several everyday topics from the scientific standpoint at Wolver- 
hampton on Monday in this week. He evidently looks to motor- 
wagons and automatic cars as the vehicles which will enable us to 
solve the difficult problem of convenient transit of various com- 
modities without re-handling and re-shipment. He hopes motor» 
wagons will open up the country to a remarkable extent. Railways, 
he observed, would continue to bave their use on the main traffic 
lines laid with metal track for high speeds, but he should like to see 
a system of motor-wagon carriage direct to the nearest railway line, 
where! the vehicles could be placed on the metals and sent to the 
destination. Speed was not of moment. What was wanted was 
direct communication. Talking of locomotion reminded him that 
trams were a burning question at Wolverhampton. They in 
Birmingham managed to keep a certain company out, and keep 
this important source of employment and benefit for citizens in their 
own hands. The country looked to Wolverhampton for the result 
of a most interesting experiment. He hoped it would be successful. 
He had been hoping the surface-contact system would be found to 
be feasible and prove worthy in all ways, because it was the best if 
only it was not too expensive and ornamental. Birmingham might 
be able to take advantage of experiments at Wolverhampton. 
Sometimes he thought motor-cars more suitable for main streets, 
and that rails should be kept for side streets; but time would 
show. The thing to aim at was differentiation of traffic. 


Obituary.—We learn with regret of the death of Mr. 
William Lund, of the firm of Lund Bros., electrical engineers, of 
London, which occurred on October 13th, at Southport. Mr. Lund 
was only 33 years of age, and death was the result of ptomaine 
poisoning. 


Appointments Vacant.— King's Norton and North- 
field U.D.C. wants a clerk of works for the electrical equipment of 
tramways; correspondence clerk for Woolwich electricity works 
(£00). See our advertisements to-day. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THREE candidates for the position of electrical engineer for Burslem 
were interviewed by the Electric. Lighting Committee, and Mr, 
ASHTON BREMNER was appointed at £200 per annum. 

Mr. D. C. REDFERN has been appointed to succeed Mr. W. 
Whitney as assistant mains superintendent at the Southport Cor- 
poration Electricity Works. 

On Thursday, 15th inat., an enjoyable evening was spent in the 
City Hotel, Dartford, by the engineering department in connection 
with the City of London Asylum. Mr. D. A. Beveridge, assistant 
engineer, occupied the chair. The event of the evening was the prc- 
sentation to Mr. C. E. CLAXTON, resident electrical engineer, of а 
handsome bronze statue timepiece. Votes of thanks to singers and 
to the orchestra brought a happy evening to a finish. 

At the meeting of the Morecambe Town Council on Monday, the 
appointment of Mr. W. Н. HALL, of Bootle, as electrical engineer 
in succession to Mr. те has gone to South Africa) was con- 
firmed. There were a large number of applications, the final six 
being :—Mr. W. Н. Hall, Bootle; Mr. C. H. Yeaman, Islington; 
Mr. J. J. Hargreaves, Morecambe ; Mr. B. S. H. Hornby, of Bolton; 
Mr. J. B. Bingham, Kirkcaldy ; Mr. R. A. D. MacAlister, Greenock. 
The first three appeared before the Committee, and Mr. Yeaman 
got the appointment, but after accepting it he sent a letter declining 


the post, and Mr. Hall was offered it and agreed to take the posi- 
tion.—Mr. A. W. ANNETTS has been appointed chief assistant engi- 
neer. 

Mr. F. BROOMFIELD, inspector of electrical fitters in H.M. Duck- 
yard at Chatham, has just been presented by the officers and men 
in the electrical department of the yard with a gold ring and gold 
Albert chain on his being promoted to the post of assistant elec- 
trical overseer in the Thames district. The electrical engineer 
(Mr. Leonard Newitt) also presented Mr. Broomfield with a fountain 
pen. The electrical department in Chatham Dockyard is develop- 
ing to a very considerable extent, and there are now large work- 
shops and offices fully at work in connection with the fitting out of 
H.M. ships of war, and other works in the Dockyard. 

At the Salford Corporation Electricity Works on Friday last, Mr. 
W. Н. ALABASTER was presented with a handsome dressing care on 
the occasion of his leaving Salford for Melbourne. Mr. C. D. Taite 
(borough electrical engineer), with an appropriate speech, made the 
presentation on behalf of the staff and men, of whom a large number 
were present. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Ir the year’s working of the Salford under- 


Salford ‘taking has not resulted in a net profit, at least 
Municipal the indications are that another year will see 
Electricity the turn of the tide of adversity. The im- 

Supply. provements are all round, the output baving 


increased nearly fourfold, and the load factor 
having grown to very creditable proportions Much of the 
improvement is due to the development of the tramways, the whole 
of the routes being now worked electrically. 

Power consumers have rapidly increased, and at the present time 
are being supplied at a rate equivalent to 700,000 units per annum. 
Some 336 н.р. of motors are on hire from the Department. 

Turning to the works coste, a great improvement has taken place, 
which has been largely contributed to by the satisfactory running of 
the new works. As the department was working two stations 
during five months of the year, it is probable that the figures will 
be still further improved during the ensuing year. 

The prices charged are :—For lighting, 4d. per B. T. U.; for power, 
2d. to làd.flat rates. Mr. C. D. Taite is the borough electrical 


engineer. 
GENERAL STATEMENT, 
For year ending March 81st— 1908, 1902. Ino. 


Total capital expended ... .. £487,708 £385,461 £102,247 
Number of units sold 
Lighting CT — . 908, 354 795,107 — 
Power PR ses ... 334,507 — — 
Public lighting 150,328 19,271 — 
Traction s s . 8,370,434 458,380 — 
Total —À 4,763,623 1,272,758 3,490,865 
Equivalent No. of 8-c.P. lamps 90,573 73,743 10,830 
H.P. of motors connected ... Qs 1,005 488 517 
Public arc lamps ... сз mS 108 108 — 
Maximum load in W. ves 2,490 1,200 1,290 
Load factor ese 413 vei 21:9 121 9:8 
Revenue Account— 
Gross revenue ies oe 45,921 £17,728 £28,193 
» expenditure... : £21,877 £16,472 £5,405 
„ profit ..  ..  .. 24,044 51,256 £22,758 
Average price per unit obtained — 
Private supply T wes 3:094. 4:084. — 09d. 
Public lighting $5 ose 1:29d. 211d. — 82d. 
Traction yaa 85 ie 1:95d. 1°954. ооа 
REvENvUE STATEMENT. 1903. 
Gross. Per uni 
By sale of energy ... .. .. ..._ 443,833 221d. 
Rentals of motors, meters, &c., and lamp charges 1,530 '07d. 
Property rente, sales and premiums ... es 558 оза. 
Gross revenue iis e .. 445,921  231d. 
Cost ок PRODUCTION. 
For year ending March 8lst~ 1908. 1902. 
Gross. Per unit, Per unit. Ino. 
Coal, ke... 465,906 29d. Bid, — Cod. 
r e мч. Hid, — 08d. 
Wages and salaries incurred in gene- 
ration and distribution .. vs B,119 15d. 56d. — 41d. 
Repairs and maintenance of build - 
ings, machinery, plant, Ко, ка 6,887 gbd. 97d. — 62d. 


Works and distribution costs 416, 970 "Bid. sold. —1'b6d, 


Public lamps, attendance and main- 
tenance ou dis re T 697 оча. 014. 
Rent, rates and taxes as P 1,606 ‘Odd. *12d. 
Management and general expenses, 
including salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff, general establish- 
ment charges, printing, stationery, 
insurance, &c. .. ee oe 


Total works сові .. ee £21,876 1:104, 8°10d, — 2:004. 
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Prorit STATEMENT. 


. 1908. 
To interest on loans... m T" *. £13,923 
57 sinking fund | eee eee eee 066 12,031 
Sundry eae eee ees ase 600 eee 484 
Deficit on year’s workin iss dn — 2,394 
Gross profit ee ees wo. £24,044 


On the year’s working the department made a gross profit of 
£24,044, as compared with £1,256 last year. Financial charges 
absorb £26,348, as compared with £14,470 last year, and a deficit of 
£2,394 remains, as compared with a similar deficit of £13,214 last 
year. | 


Тнв returns of the York undertaking for the 


York past year are, at first sight, disappointing after 
Municipal the first two years’ excellent results. During 
Electricity the year the Department has gone in for large 
Accounts, extensions, to cope with the phenomenally 


increasing demand, and especially to provide 
for the coming traction load; it has also taken over the 
management of the destructor. These rapid developments have 
resulted in abnormal expenditure, which will, however, place the 
Department in an excellent earning position in the near future. 
Power consumers have connected and applied for some 350 н.р. 
of motors, and this desirable class of consumer should increase at 
the present scale of charges. The fact that the Department has 
ended the present year with a deficit must be ascribed to the 
inadequate proportions of the original scheme. The city electrical 
engineer is Mr. C. A. Midgley. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


Year ending March 81st— 1902. 1908. Inc. 
Total capital expended .. £55,832 £69,428 £13,596 
Number of units sold .. 423,000 652,000 229,000 
Equivalent number of 80. p. 
lamps connected... $5 s 32,766 43,167 10,401 
Number of public lamps ... Өз 66 66 — 
Maximum load in ку. ... T 410 550 40 
Load factor ... as өз 11:880 141575 2°27% 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue... T" 185 £6,110 £7,373 £1,263 
» expenditure... £3,518 £5,152 £1,634 
„ profit. ai 42,592 42,221 — 4371 
Average price obtained 
Private lighting 3:62d. 2 69d. — 93d. 
Public )i mS НЕА 2°70d. 2:614. — 09d. 


The increase in output during the past year amounted to 
229,000 units, compared with a similar increase of 200,631 in the 
previous year. Reductions in charges and the increase of power 
consumers account for the decreased average prices. 

The charges are:— For private supply, 7d. and 141. per B. T. U. 
on the maximum demand system, or an alternative flat rate of 44d. 
to 3d. ; for power, 14d. to 1d. per unit. 


REVENUE BTATEMENT. 


1901-9, 1902-8. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ine. 
Sale of energy . £6,034 3°42d. 47,261 2684. — 74d. 
Motor and meter rents 12 00d. 110 04d. + 04d. 
Sundry fees, &c. ... 64 ‘04d. 1 ‘00d. — 04d. 
Gross revenue... 46, 110 3464 47,372 272d. — 74d. 
Cost OF PRODUCTION. 
For year ending March 81st— Р 908. 1909. 
Gross. Per unit. Per unit. Ine. 
Coal ee ee ee ee ee ee ee £1,138 а. ld. — 19d. 
Oil waste, water and engine room stores 212 ‘сва. 16d. 08d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribu- 
tion and attending public lamps - E97 88d. "28d. *05d. 
Repairs and maintenance ot buildings, 
machinery, plant and public lamp re- 
newals НА са os e > és 1,012 37d. 20d. 11а. 
Works and distribution costs — 1:30d. 141d, ——114. 
Rents, rates and taxes v - us 426 16d 13d 03d 
Management expenses, including salaries of 
engineer and clericalstaff  .. ys v 194 28d. ‘85d. — 06d. 
General establishment charges, printing, 
stationery and insurance «s 5 aie 378 144. 09d. ва. 
Total works cost .. .. £5,152 1°89d. 198d. — 09d. 
PROFIT BTATEMENT. 
1901-9. 1902.3, 
‘Interest and sinking fund  ... wel £2,243 £3,469 
Balance (profit of loss) ... T e» 349 —1, 248 
£2,592 £2,221 


As a result of the heavy capital expenditure, financial charges 
are largely increased, and as the gross profit is less than last year, 
a considerable deficit, amounting to £1,248, arises; previous balances 
carried forward, however, effect a reduction of £449—leaving some 
£800 debit balance. 


CITY NOTES. 


Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co. 


AT Wednesday's meeting Mr. PARRISE, in moving the adoption of 
the report (which we printed last week), spoke very hopefully of 
the work of development which is proceeding in Cuba, and has 
already resulted in an increased revenue for the company. The 
company had also benefited this half-year by interruptions which 
had occurred to the French Company's cables. The total income 
was £19,325, and the working expenses £6,066. He expressed dis- 
appointment at the delayed settlement of the Cuban Government 
subsidy owing (£9,000), and the war claim against the United States 
Government. The result for the half-year, however, was better 
than the company had been accustomed to for some time. 
The report was adopted. 


Kalgoorlie Electric Power and Lighting Corpora- 
tion, Ltd. 


Тнв report for the year ended December 31st last, states 
that although power was supplied to the Kalgoorlie Electric 
Tramways, Ltd., at an earlier date, the transmission lines to the 
mines were not in use until November, 1902. It should, therefore, 
be satisfactory to the shareholders to learn from the accounts that, 
despite the fact that only a few consumers were connected prior to 
December 31st, the difference between receipts and expenditure in 
Western Australia for the whole year is & debit of only £681. 
From the many applications and inquiries received from probable 
congumers, the directors had hoped to be in & position to state that 
all the power available had beem contracted for, but regret that 
owing to the depression in the West Australian market for the past 
two or three years having caused many of the smaller mines, which 
were working at the time of the inauguration of the plant, to cease 
or curtail operations, and that the larger companies contend the 
price for power is somewhat high, less than jone-half of the power 
available, has so far been detinitely sold. Negotiations are going 
on, and, as new contracts are constantly being made, it is expected 
the plant will be fully loaded within a few months. The next 
accounts to be submitted to tbe shareholders will show a revenue 
account, and, that the profit earned may be available for dividend 
on the preferred shares, the directors recommend that the items 
charged to general expenditure during construction to December 
31st, 1902, be carried to capital account. It will probably be more 
in accordance with the wishes of the shareholders to write off a 
percentage year by year as the profits permit, than to devote the 
whole of the first profits to wiping it off promptly. 

The fourth ordinary general meeting of the sbareholders of this 
corporation was held on Tuesday at Winchester House, Old Broad 
Street, Mr. Roger Wallace, K.C., presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said he 
must firet explain why the meeting had been held at a later date 
this year. When they were dealing with а busiress which was 
such a long way away, they could not get their accounts at a very 
early period in any case, and for some months now there had been 
some very important negotiations going on in reference to the busi- 
ness, which he had hoped they would have been able to have talked 
about that day. However, it would not be advisable to say more 
about the matter now, and the board felt that it would not be 
advieable to postpone the meeting any longer. He hoped within a 
short time to be in a position to tell tne shareholders something 
about those negotiations. With regard to tbe accounts, when they last 
met there were calls unpaid to the extent of £36,000 odd, and during 
the year they had collected some £27,427, and since the close of the 
financial year, a further £4,000, which only left a very small residue 
of calla unpaid. That had not been a very easy position for the 
directors, but they decided upon a very lenient policy in collecting 
the calls, and the result showed that they had acted very wisely in 
not dealing too bardly with those who were defaulters in respect of 
their calls. The only people they were hard upon were those who 
said that there had been misrepresentations in the prospectus, who 
had been compelled to pay in full. Regarding the issue of deben- 
tures, of course, while they had been collecting the calls, their 
treasury had not been so full as they would bave liked, and it had 
not been easy to issue debentures. 'The directors had, therefore, 
instead of issuing debentures, borrowed money from the bankers at 
a cheaper rate, only issuing debentures as they were actually 
required. Upto the present time they had issued about £24,000 of 
debentures, leaving £20,000 more to issue. They were 6 per cent. 
debentures, and were а very good property, because the company’s 
plant was in a very excellent condition, and the only other ques- 
tion for a debenture holder to consider was as to whether the interest 
was likely to be paid for a long time, and that the place in which 
the company was situated was likely to demand the commodity 
which they supplied. The board thought they had satisfied them- 
selves on those points at the time the company was floated, and 
later investigations confirmed them in their belief as to the per- 
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manence of Kalgoorlie as a large gold-producing centre, and capable 
engineers had no hesitation in predicting a long life for the mines 
already opened. They did not intend to offer these debentures to 


the public, but to reserve them solely for the shareholders. The. 


position of Mr. Crocker, as manager, was very satisfactory. In the 


first instance, they had very great difficulty with their managing 


board in Australia, and they had to get rid of their first manager. 
The work that Mr. Crocker was doing was pre-eminently aatiefac- 
tory to the whole of the board, and it was quite a pleasure to have 
his detailed statements before them. The plant was one of the best 
mining plants to be found anywhere, and, perhaps, the only 
thing they had been disagreeably disappointed in had been the 
supply of water in Kalgoorlie. The water supply,now was much 
better than anybody anticipated, and they had very excellent con- 
densing plant, which, in the end, would put them in a position of 
being able to sell electricity at a cheaper rate. Astotheir contracta, 
they could have sold the whole of their supply, but not at a price 
which would be remunerative to the company. Their object was to 
get contracts which would run as far as possible for the whole 24 
hours in the day, and so they would go on picking out their load 
until they got the whole of their supply taken up on а remunerative 
basis. Since the present accounts had been issued, they had obtained 
a large number of new customers, and were getting fresh contracta 
every day. He had no doubt that next year they would be in a 
paro to pay the shareholders a dividend, as the remittances from 
algoorlie were increasing every month. This was really tho first 
year they bad been able to get to work, and next year certainly 
there would be money available for dividends. Before, however, 
they paid any dividends, it would be neceesary that they should put 
to capital account the sums which had been expended in pre- 
liminary work, and, knowing all the circumstances of the case, he 
thought the board would be quite justified in adopting that course. 
In conclusion, the chairman remarked that two of the directors had 
retired, and those remaining had agreed that from this date they 
would only take £1,000 a year to be divided among them, instead of 
the full amount they were entitled to under the articles of asso- 
ciation. | 

Mr. E. Porm seconded the motion. 

Considerable discussion eneued, in the course of which several 
shareholders expressed their dissatisfaction that the report did not 
contain later information regarding the condition and prospects of 
the company. | 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said he could assure the shareholders 
that the business was increasing, and the units sold in August and 
September exceeded those sold in July. He felt confident that if 
only the shareholders would exercise patience and hold to their 
shares, they would be thoroughly satisfied when he came to speak 
to them at the next meeting. 

The report was then adopted. 


Underground Electric Railways Co. of London. 


Mr. C. T. YERKES presided at a general meeting of this company, 
held at Hamilton House, Victoria Embankment, on 15th inst. 
From an account of the proceedings officially provided for the 
Press, we learn that the chairman, in moving the adoption of the 
first annual report, said tbat it showed that the company had, up to 
June 30th last, received out of its resources & total amount of cash 
of £6,519,672, and had spent of that sum £5,600,222, leaving a 
balance of £919,450, which was at the London and Westminster 
Bank, Ltd., and also on hand and at short call. An amount of 
£6,999,931 of profit-sharing notes had been negotiated, and it was 
from these notes and also from the sale of securities which they 
received from the different companies with whom they had con- 
tracts that the directors were realising the funds to carry on the 
work of construction. After these notes were negotiated, the total 
amount of capital required was then assured, and he had to con- 
gratulate the shareholders on the fact that even in these hard times 
the company would certainly not want for funds to finish its work. 
These notes were payable at the end of five yearsiat interest at the 
rate of 5 per cent. Since the company was formed its business had 
been carried on continuously and with vigour, as the results of the 
construction showed. The power house would be tbe largest of its 
kind in existence, and, with the exception that more time had been 
used in its construction than they had anticipated, the whole work 
was most satisfactory. It had been the desire of the management 
to purchase in this country everything pertaining to the construc- 
tion, and while they had accomplished that to a great extent, still 
there had been some material which had come from Germany owing 
to the fact that it could be produced there much cheaper than in 
England. In this manner they had kept most of their expenditures 
in Great Britain. This was a very propitious time for building, 
and they had been enabled to reap the advantage of the low prices 
which now prevail; consequently their expenditures had been con- 
siderably within their estimates made at the time the company was 
organised. The Metropolitan District Railway would be the first 
plant to operate with electricity, and the construction going on 
there was progressing rapidly. The line which they had put down and 
were working to South Harrow bad been of great service to them, 
for the reason that it discovered to them some defects in mechanism, 
and also showed what it would be to their advantage to adopt. The 
experiments they bad tried in regard to safety devices had been 
very exhaustive. Owing to certain circumstances which had 
developed recently, the importance of non-flammable material in 
the tunnels had been much more intensely demonstrated, and con- 
sequently they had decided that nothing inflammable in the way of 
construction must go into the tunnels. A fire could easily be pre- 
vented if proper care were taken, and intelligence and experience 


\ 


used. А йге оп the surface was fraught with very little бае, 
hut one underground was an entirely different matter. The plat- 
forms in the tube stations would be made entirely of cement, while 
those of the District road which are now wood would be taken out 
and cement substituted. The wooden stairways would also be 
removed, and iron ones put in their places. The rolling stock 
would be of a pattern of their own. The underground work 
on the Baker Street and Waterloo road was practically finished, 
and attention was now being turned to the completion 
of this line, as it was desirable that it should bei-ready 
simultaneously with the Metropolitan District road, and they ex- 
pected to make a connection between these two lines at the Charing 
Cross station of the District Railway. The Baker Street and 
Waterloo Co. had also decided to extend its lines from Waterloo 
Station to the Elephant and Castle, and the work there was now 
being pushed forward rapidly, while the extension from Baker 
Street to Edgware Road was about to be commenced. When this 
latter was finished, the line would be still further carried on to 
Paddington. The other lines—the Great Northern, Piccadilly and 
Brompton, and the Charing Cross, Easton and ampstead—were 
making good progress. The acquiring of the London United Tram- 
ways had been a great advantage to the system, and they intended 
to connect directly both the Great Northern, Piccadilly and 
Brompton and the District Railways with that line, so that pas- 
sengers would have an almost uninterrupted passage from Bow, and 


‘also from Finsbury Park to Hampton Court. 


The report was adopted. 


Monte Video Telephone Co. 


Тне directors’ report, to be presented to the meeting to be held at 
Winchester House on Thursday, October 29th, reads :— 


The accounts for the year ending July 81st last show a net profit for that 
period of £19,294 8s. ld., after providing for all working expenses in Monte 
‘ideo and London. To this amount should be added the sum of £1,064 8s. 10d. . 
brought forward from last year, leaving an available balance of 413, 288 lls. 11d. 
From this sum the directors propose to transfer £5,000 to reserve fund, and they 
recommend that, after payment of the full dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum upon the preference share capital, a dividend at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum be paid upon the ordinary share capital, and that the balance 
of £1,788 11s. 11d. be carried forward. The company has acquired, as from June 
12th, 1903, the rights, privileges and properties of the undertaking known as La 
Hispano Uruguaya, comprising a system of telephone lines and exchanges out- 
side the city and province of Monte Video, which materially enlarges the terri- 
tory occupied by the company. 


ә 


Drake & Gorham, Ltd. 


THE second annual meeting was held at the offices, 66, Victoria 
Street, 8. W., on Tuesday, October 20th, Mr. B. M. Drake presiding. 
He moved the adoption of the report for the 12 months ended June 
30th, 1903, which showed that the result of the year's trading had 
been eminently satisfactory in spite of the somewhat depressed 
condition of trade. i 
After payment of all charges, including bonuses due to staff, there remains a 
net profit of £16,827 бв. 8d., which with the sum of £3,245 Jes, 4d. brought for- 


ward from the previous year, makes a total of £19,573 4s. 7d., which it is pro- 
posed to appropriate as follows :— 


By payment of a dividend at the rate of 3 


per cent. per annum .. Ж» .. £10,000 0 0 
By carrying forward .. - - ee 9.73 4 7 
419,573 4 7 


— 


As the clause in the company's articles relating to the special reserve was 
held in counsel's opinion to preclude the formation of an ordinary reserve fund, 
the directors, acting under legal advice, recommend the substitution of the 
more usual clause to which reference is made in the enclosed notice. Subse- 
quent to the extraordinary meeting, and providing the resolution is carricd and 
confirined, the directors propose to place a total sum of £7,000 to reserve. 
During the past 12 months the turnover has been considerably larger than in 
the previous year, and the increase in the number of houses and factorics fitted 
with the Drake & Gorham standardised system of electric lighting and power 
has heen amply maintained. The departments concerned with the sale of elec - 
trical apparatus to the trade continue to expand, and fresh agencies are con- 
stantly being arranged to take the place of those which may lapse by time or by 
agreement. Mr. R. Percy Sellon has retired from the board. 


After mentioning the net profits, which are stated above, Mr. 
Drakk said it was satisfactory to note that the percentage of 
general charges to the turnover was less during the year under 
review. The balance-sheet showed that the item of sundry debtors 
was somewhat large, but a considerable part of this sum had since 
been collected. The amount expended on work in hand at June 
30th was less than in the previous year, but the orders received up to 
the end of August in the current year showed an increase compared 
with the corresponding period in 1902. During the period under 
review the company had carried out work for Jord Tankerville, ` 
Lord Crewe, Lord Mansfield, Lord Amherst of Hackney, Lord 
Burnham, Lady Augusta Mostyn, Sir Edward Colebrooke, Sir Wm. 
Boord, Captain Burns-Hartopp, Mr. Pandeli Ralli, Mr. J. P. Cross 
and many others, and had fitted with electric light and power 
several factories, including Ten Acres Mill, Manchester, with about 
2,500 lights, which is acknowledged to be one of the finest examples 
of factory lighting and power transmission carried' out in the 
district. At the present time they had contracts in hand for Lord 
Spencer, Lord Powis, Lord Yarmouth, Lord Armstrong, Lord 
Boyne, Lord Haddo, Captain Hey wood-Lonsdale, Mr. Morgan 8. 
Williams, the Admiralty House, Portsmouth, the Manchester 
Assize Courts, a large mill at Wigan and others. Several sbare- 
holders had made it their duty to keep the company informed ss 
to likely users, but he felt that others did not appreciate the direct 
result that information of this sort might have on the dividends 
that were divisible. The advantage of standardising sets so that 
every individual part was the result of experience obtained else- 
where, and the cheapening of the electric light which had been 
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possible owing to the production of large quantities, might be 
regarded as essential factors in the company’s success. He then 
formally moved the adoption of the report, the payment of an 
8 per cent. dividend and the placing of £9,573 to reserve. - 


A special meeting followed at which a resolution was passed 
altering one of the Articles of Association so as to allow of the 
creation of a reserve fond on the same basis as other industrial 
companies. Mr. DRAKE remarked that the original clause was 
dictated by those interested in drawing up the prospectus, and in 
the financial arrangements of the company. 


British Aluminium Co. 


THE Financial Times says that a circular just issued indicates that 
a turn for the better has occurred in the affairs of this undertaking. 
It will be remembered that on November 13th last the debenture 
holders agreed io postpone the payment of their interest until the 
lst of next month, and authorised the trustees to consent, if they 
thought fit, to a further postponement of 12 months. It was also 
arranged to issue £10,000 in priority of the existing debentures. 
The board has now decided that there is no need for the additional 
time, and announces that not only will the current half-year's 
interest be paid on December 3186 next, but that £7,500 of the 
£10,000 borrowed in priority to the debenture stock has been 
repaid, That is to say, £5,500 has been paid off since June last, 


Lanchester Engine Co. 


Тн report of the directors for the year ended J uly 31st last states 
that the net profit, after charging directors’ fees, interest on deben- 
tures, depreciation on plant, tools, &., and providing ample 
reserves for bad and doubtful debts, amounts to £8,067, which the 
directors propose to carry forward. The works have been well em- 
ployed during the year. The business is now thoroughly estab- 
lished, and a substantial increase of turnover and profit may be 
expected for the current financial year, In consequence of the 
development of the undertaking additional capital is now required, 
and the directors propose to offer for subscription, at an early date, 
a further issue of ordinary shares, preference in allotment being 
reserved for the present shareholders, 


X 


Stock Exchange Notices,—Applications have been made 
to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to grant 
а quotation to:—Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Cor- 
poration, Ltd.—40,000 City Undertaking " 44 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares (1903) of £5 each, fully paid. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation.—The 
company reporte having sold during the first nine months of the 
current year 2,788,400 units, as against 645,000 units for the corre- 


sponding period of last year, showing a gross revenue of £27,065 as 
against £13,436. 


British Columbia Telephones, Ltd.— The directors 
announce that the accounts for the year ended June 30th show that, 
after providing for the preference dividend, there remains a balance 
to provide for directors’ remuneration and carry forward £1,170. 


Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd.—The 
directors have decided to pay an interim dividend ot 5s. per sbare, 
at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, on the ordinary shares. The 
books of the company will be closed from the 20th to the 31st inat. 
for the purpose of preparing such dividend. 


Globe Telegraph and Trust.—Interim dividend of 2s. 


per share on the ordinary shares. | 


Western Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The directors, after 
transferring £35,000 to the general reserve fund and £2,000 to the 
maintenance ship’s reserve fund, recommend a final dividend of 9s. 
per share, making, with previous distributions, a total dividend of 
6 per cent. for the year ended June 30th, 1903, and also the pay- 
ment of a bonus of 28. per ahare, both free of income-tax. The 
balance of the account is carried forward. The register of transfers 
will be closed from October 27th to November 4th. 


Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd.—The 


directors have declared an interim dividend of 3 per cent. on the 


ordinary shares. The transfer books will be closed from 22nd to 
lst inst. 


BTOCES AND SHARES. 


i Wednesday Evening. 
ATTEMPTS to read the markets in such days as these must be left to 


the professors of occult science, for the conditions affecting quota- 


— 


tions are rarely the aame on the morning and the evening of the same 
day. Political influences have really little to do with markets that 
depend for their tone upon the financial situation of two or 
three of the most speculative sections. The currents that whirl 
quotations along are in the main financial in character, and although 
the Stock Exchange escaped last settlement with only a single 
failure—even that being challenged as a mistake—there remain only 
too many weak speculative accounts open which are a real menace 
to the quicter investment sections, such are those with which we 
deal. 


Sharp falls in the Home Railway market came as a severe dis- 
appointment to those who have been 'ooking at Railway stocks td 
take a front place in the ranks of securities that were to be bought 
by investors with money and confidence. Several of the Southern 
stocks have broken badly this week, but the only alteration in the 
electrical railway list isa drop of three points in City and Bouth 
London Ordinary, while the Preferences are also lower. To account 
for this, the last unsatisfactory traffic, showing a decrease of £600, 
is advanced, but we have pointed out on several recent occasions that 
the company’s supporters are holding aloof from the market. The 
dealers have plenty of stock on their books and know where they 
can get plenty more if they want it, so that every seller who comes 
in only puts the price lower. Should the dividend be maintained, 
next January the yield will certainly look fascinating, but the 
markets of to-day concern themselves little enough with returns 
upon investmenta. 


In contradistinction to the drop in City and South London, a 
rise of 5s. in Sonth London Electric shares stands out as an illus- 
tration of the fact that what is one company's meat is poison to 
another. The Railway's traffic decrease owes its origin to the 
competition of the London County Council's tramways, which are 
being operated by current obtained from the South London 
Electric Supply Corporation. The latter reports an advance 
in consumption of over two million units for the first nine 
months of the present year, and if this rate of progress were 
likely to prove permanent, South London sbares would deserve to 
stand at double their current value. However, the company's 
contract with the L. C. C. is for too short a period to do it more than 
temporary good, although it may. be believed that the directors 
will make all the financial hay they can while the County Council 
uses the South London Electric’s current pending the completion 
of the new L.C.C. works. 


Other changes in the Supply section are confined to a rise of } in 
Brompton Preference, after their heavy fall of last week, while 
City of London Ordinary are making further progress in the down- 
ward direction, and Notting Hill shares fell 4. County of London 
second Debenture has lost a point. It is announced thatthe City of 
Westminster has made an arrangement for the supply of electricity 
for lighting purposes at 34d. per unit with the Westminster Electric 
Supply Co. Westminster shares, however, are so far unchanged at 
13 for the Ordinary and 61 the Preference. 


British Aluminium 7 per cent. Preference shares have advanced 
a pound, and the A Preference are also better at 7, upon the 
Board's decision not to take advantage of their right to postpone 
payment of the Debenture irterest. Obviously the company must 
be doing much better. General Electric Preference show a rise of 
58., and so do Brush Preference shares. Telegraph. Constructions 
were dealt in on Tuesday last at 34 and 35. The one mark may 
conceivably have nothing to do with the other, but the probabilities 
point to somebody having got what the Stock Exchange more 
graphically than elegantly calls a fat turn." 


In the Telegraph market a number of properties were put er 
dividend on the last account day, but the changes produced thereby 
have very little significance. Direct United States and Reuter's 
shares have recovered the respective deductions of 3s. and 48., 
while a trio of changes in the Eastern group is due to the dividends. 
Anglo-American Preferred stock, allowing for its 30s. interest, marks 
an actual rise of 4. West India and Panama shares have declined 
1s. 3d., but the 5 per cent. Debentures are 2 points to the good 
None of the Telephone issues have moved on the week. 


The traction department remains quietly steady, and boasts a fair 
amount of business. Anglo-Argentines hardened to 44 buyers, but 
the British Electric Traction descriptions keep at their lowered levels. 
Perth Electric Tramways (West Australia) Debentures are changing 
hands about par, and London United Preference at 114, the Debenture 
stock at 105, are both without movement. There is less doing this 
week in the British Oolumbia Electric Railway issues, but the 
Deferred and Preferred keep hard at 844 and 934 respectively. I 
must be immensely gratifying to nervous proprietors to note that 
the finding of the Alaska Tribunal has produoed no slump in the 
stocks, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
Present i i Dividends for the last | 010810 Closing | "eck ended 

Issue NAMB, ned cue Quotations Quotations 

mham: three years, Oct. Mth. | ‘Oct. 2188. n 
1900. | 1901. | 1903. Highest|: Lowest 

61,100 оопа % Debs, eo ee ee ее ee 100 ee eo ee 98 —103 98 —109 1 ee 

25,000 | Amason Telegraph ph, d % Nos. 1 to 95,000 © Vs D 10 Ж К 8 94— 84 ua * EN 

119, 700 Do. do. о еа 0610.200 Red: oe ee e? 100 oe ee oe 70 — 80 70 — 80 oe se 
788,840 | Anglo-American Telegraph А но оо ое Stock | Bà 61s. 60/6 45 — 48 45 — 48 xd M 

8,106,680 Do, йо. do. 6 Prei. e» is es En .. Stock | 6 6 96 6 91 — 98 90 — 92 91 971 
6.106.680 Ы x ao is Deferred ce oe rS s. we | Btook bs. E ES 12 Hi ü- d Tie 7 
, ephone, Nos. oe oe ee ee eo eo б -e е 
О ошата наьа, [Мы | e oe ы | 
M е 0. 4 Btock Red. oe e.c Btoc ee ee ee — 4- куы 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph ee oe ee 1% ee ee eo ee oe 10 44% 4 % 63% 74 — 74— 84 d 
12000 Do. 0% Pref, ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 10 ee ee 4 36 164 — 17 1 = 17 ee oe 
Direct Spanish egraph ee oe ee eo ee ee ee 5 4 4 24 ee se 
6,000 Do. do, 10 Cum. Pref, eo ee ee ee b ы m 7— 8 7— 8 oe 

90,000 Do. do. 44 Debs. ee oe eo ee е 50 ee 98 —102 % 98 —102 f. 

60,7101 | Direct United States Cable . 90 | 3% | 3% | 4% | 104- 102 10)1— 108ха | 103 | 108 

87,800 | Direct West India бера. » 44% Reg. Deb., within Nos, 1 to 1,900, Red .| 100 is 2 е5 98 —101 99 —102 js ss 

4,000,000 | Eastezn Telegraph, Ord TE cC EP AA .|Btook | 7% | 7% | 1% | 124—129 198 —128 xd | 126 124 

1,955,565 Do. Bà Pref. Stock oe ee eo ec ee 100 ee ee ee 90 — 93 89 — 92 xd 893 89} 

ош ре. А ше Шер: Sook paa oo ee ee oe нок 17 e T . 7 * pi mg Tig 121 n 118 
, Eastern xtension, ustral an China elegra h ET ee 1 

820,000: Do. Deb. Stock E ee Stock 2 2 ee 104 107 104 —107 104 ee 
800,000 | Eastern & South African zole 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1900 | 100 oe we ee 99 —1C2 99 —102 T m 
200,0001 Do. do. 4 * us Mort. Dew. (Mauritius Bab) 1 to 8,000 25 T" xx se 100 —108 % 100 —108 96 100 ©» 
180,227 Globe Telegraph p^ eo ee ee ee ee 10 5% 5% ee 8 9 81a 
180,042 бе Po т qo Ж 6% Pret. se ee ee T ss 10 TES TES 193% 3 1 12 1 133 ex 

0 ern e egra L] 0 ee ee oe ee 10 4 ee ee 

02,500; |{ Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 4$ % 1st Mort, Debs., within Nos.} | jog — 800 —109 99 —102 m 

1 to 1,900, Red. i Pi 

17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph oo oe o co s o | Æ 11096 |10% | 10% 87 — 40 B7 — 40 e LE 

100,0002 | London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 % Debs, - oe .. | 100 Vis Ев Vix 98 —102 98 — 1023 m s 
1,988,888 | National Telephone, Pref. 8 ES is 26 се ag ..| 100 6% 56% 6 99 —101 99 —101 100 99 
1,906,661 Do. Def. Stock "m es čs aie € e 100 i es 44 72 — 74 72 — 74 713i 

15, Do. do. 69% Cum, ist Pref. .. .. .. .. oe 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 1313 138 

" un Do do, б Cum. 2nd Pref... .. . 5 е ч б pim г 1 — j^ án] 5 
; . o. on-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 950,000 /ꝶ„•ZmD. 44— 44— 

000,000: | Do, do. — Bi % Deb. Btock Fed. s TE so 5| Stock | 84 84 84 93 — 95 93 — 95 941 
600,000 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. oo | 100 4 4 4 101 —108 102 —104 108 1 
17.504 | Oriental Telephone and Elos. Nene R 171,604, шур s a] b be 6 6 1 mig . К 
100,000: Расійс апа European Tes 4 96 Guar. Debs., 1 tol ee eo 100 oe oe se 97 —100 97 —100 ee ee 

11,889 Reuter’s * ee ee ee ee ee eo ee 8 596 596 ee 64— 7% 64— 7% xd oe oe 

8,808 | Submarine Cables Trust vs КЕ 2 is N .. | Cert, is ki $ 116 —121 114 —119 xd 8 ee 

68,000 United River Plate Telephone ` ee ee ЧС ee b 1 % 7 % 7 % i 6 6 sr ее 

40,000 Ро. до. Gum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 :. 6 din is se 4— 67 41— 65i i. " 
179, 94 7. Do. do. ч Debs. .. .. .. .. „Stock EN d сЕ 104 —107 104 —107 T T 

609 West African Telegraph, Shares oe ee ee oe 10 ee ee 2% 5 — 6 5 — 6 oe ee 

150,0003 | West Coast of SENT T m . by Bras, Sub, Tel. 100 D T 78 95 — 98 95 — 98 Vis - 
961,980 | Western Telegraph, L $80 „оо. „ 10 %%% „ 12 — 194 12 — 123 12 | 1% 

75,0008 Do. Debe. 200 series, 1906... .. ..| 100 A va - 100 —108 100 —103 "s Pi 
400,000 Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock Req... 100 i: se es 98 —101 98 —101 Kis bs 

88,891 Wost India and Panama Telegraph - eta: xc. ier к od 10 4% T e — ^ à- L e 

үү De 29 a: a Cum. m eo ee 10 oe ee oe Ре sj 6 — 4 ee ee 

20, 0008 Do. do, do, 6 & Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 .. | 100 M 85 ds —101 100 — 103 Es oe 

ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref, oe eo ee ee 10 ee eo eo 8 — 4 4— 5 43 oe 
500,0000 | Do. do. 5% 1st Mort. Deb, Stock R.. .. | Воск | .. "s ài 88 — 87 83 — 87 - ee 
100,000 | British Electric Traction eo. c c e| 9 %% | 93 | 835 | 119—124 lj— 1 12 
100,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. Pref. e | 10 ae 11{— 117 11 — 11 11% 
600,000: Do. do. tual Debenture Sto .. | Stock T © ow 190 —128 —198 oe 
100,000 | British Insulated and E cu Cables xs Жө T oe ee 5 15% 10 10 6 — 6 — oe 
100,000 е до. TX um. Pref. ee oe ee ее se b ee ee . b bi— i oe 

60,000 Do. do. н Mort. Deb: Ru Ў элё is ee | 100 sà 108 —106 108 —106 oe 

50,000 |{Browett, Lindley & Co i М E " 21 8. Nil s ii — à i H ee 

Do. 0 6 Cum. в е eo ee ee 21 6 1 16 tol 14 to 15 / ee 

105,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781 ee oe T 2 b Nil Nil if if 

° do. on-cum. 0 Pref. ee ео ee 2 6 8 % 6 % 1— 1 15— 1 14 ee 

125,000; Do. | do. Perp. b. Stock ee ee Stock ee oe ee 97 —100 —100 oe 

125, 0003 Do. do. 4 Perp. ind Deb. Block ee ee Stock oe ee ee 85 — 90 85 — 90 ee Е) 

86,000 Callender's Cable ares oe oe ee оэ b 15 96 90796 16 96 11 u^ pa ү: ee oe 

000 Do. do. 5 Cum Prei. ее 5 eo oe oe 6 ee ee 

90,0001 Do. do. do. 44 x lst Mort, Deb. Stock Red. Stock oe - ee 106 —110 106 —110 "T 
1,860,014 Central London Railway, Ord. Btoc oe ee ae ee Stock ee 4 4 94 md 97 94 7, 97 95 

494,098 Do. do. 4 % Pref. oak ee oe ee ee ee Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 102 1012 

», Do. do. Det. do. co’ ee ee ee eo Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 е 
1,830,000 | City and South London Railway .. .. ..  .. Stock | H 9 8} 54 — 56 61 — 58 56 50 

85,000 Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 85, 000 ee 8 8 7 5 9 — 23 2 — 23 ee ee 
100,000 { Do. b % 1% Mort, Reg. Debs. 1 to 900 ot 410, and уз КА. не = 100 —104 100 —104 a 

11,189 Do. “ ре ” shares, 01—017, 189.. ix (65 Nil T 14— : 14— ee ee 
844,0281 Do. до, Deb. Stoo k Red. 100 oe ee ee 72 — 77 3 72 — 7720 ee 
100,000 Do. 5% and b. Stock Prov. Certs. all pa. 100 ee ae ee 16 — 81 476 — 81 ee ow 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112, 1 „ СЕЎ 2 6% | 6% | 6% 1— 11 af 11 1 lfa 

81,890 Do. do. 1 Cum. Pref., 1 40 81,890 ee ee ee 2 ee on ee 2 8 8 28 oe 

8000 | 29. recess co ad, Рети Mort, Deb. Stock .. ..| Block 5 RTT 07—100 5 шыл 

n eo © 0 um е ee ao ee eo А — 1 
900,000 do. "+ Mort, Deb. ee ee ee ee Stock ee e . * ) 96 — 99 96 — 99 . ee 

86,000 Henley's в (W. Т.) Telegraph orks, Ота...  .. oe os ов 5 | 2 20% | 20 % $ 14 — 15 14 — 15 148 14 

85,000 до: 4 Pref. ee ee 5 43 oe ee ‘sf Б = 5j 6 — 53 ee oe 
29000 ia DS a Pus DA T 1 ort. Deb, Stock ee eo Stock ee ee `% г; pos "1915-193 oe ee 

, ubber, utte- a ele h Werks ee ee ee 710 10 10 10 1 == 19 1 > 1 Я 1 ee 
800,000: Го. So dm do. 4 96 1st Mort. Deb. | 100 5 du as 100 1085 100 —103 8 oe 

87,600 Liverpool Overhead Railway ee eae? е Оў 10 8196 14% 14% 4; Б 41— 5" os - 
10,000 Do. do. ied £10 paid ee ee ee ee 10 ee ee S e 1 = 103 (101— 101 ee * 
87,860 "Telegra Construction and Maintenan 19 |174% | 0% 20 % B4 — 87 81 — 87 85 84 
150,000: 3 Deb Вав. Nos. 1 $071,500 Red. 1909 | 100 »: 92 е 100 —109 100 —103 . 8 ER 
540,000; &ierloo & City Railway, ora. oe ee oe ee ee 100 8 % 8 % 84% 98 —- 96 93— 96 93 oe 

t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share List 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (September 8rd. 1903). 


* i 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. | 
Presen Stock Closing Closing Business done 
ona” МАМЕ, от Quotations Quotations week ended 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord Kx is 1 1 — =- " "А ' 
100, 40 lst Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. .. | 100 116 —119 H6 -119 T T 5 
20,000 Brompton & Kensington Electric Light Sup., TE d to 20,000 ji 5 10 10 101— І | 10 .. i 
, um. e oe — oe ] 
50,000 Charing Cross and Btrand Electricity Supply "T Б 9— 9— ч. 5 9t 
10,000 8 0. Oum. Pref. ee 6 64 — 34— ee ' 
40,000 Do. QU City Undertaking ” Cum. Pre. 5 4x— 5 44— 5 4| .. 
250,000 Do. 4% Deb. Stock Rel. 100 104 —106 104 —106 1 .. 
44,496 *Chelsea Electricity Вар, Ота. . ee ee oe 5 54— 68 
150,0001 % Deb. Stock Red. . Stock 108 —111 108 —111 т E 
City of London Blectrio Lighting, Ord. 1 40,001—110, B6 .. e| 10 101— 10$ 10 — 104 10% 10i 1 
40,000 Do. 6 usc feet ee ee 10 18 — 14 13 — 14 * 8 * 
400,000: Do. 5 Deb. Stock, Sepe renee e ШВ all paid .. ; 2. 199 —197 199 —197 126 
800,000 Do. 4 Deb. Stock, U paid 100 109 —106 102 —105 a 
40,000 | County of London & Brak Prov. Electric. L tenting. Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 7 am " 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 Prel., 40,001—60,000. . 10 a "i ee 114— 1 11$— 1 1143 | 
400,000} |. Do. do. 44% Deb. Stock .. Ж г. P : н 107 —110 107 —110 1084" | 107 
| 269.000 — Do E о %‹ и еи 895 е вох ix aw a 101 —101 100 =, n E 
undson's Electric on, hares Qo. Le Dun 1 
80,000 Do. ` d. oe 6 op Com, Pref. NM Eq a d- s ба| 65, 
9 n An n ghia e ee 04— 03 е „ы 
90,000 do. 4 x Debenture Stock .. | Stook | .. 10 x 101 —104 101 —104 ; e. 
110,000 London Electric supply Corporation, Limited, Ord. 0 е ee 8 ees ee ee 1 a 11— 4 ee oe 
49,840 , Do. 0. 6 % Pret. 6 e $5 m 51— Б a ; 
50,0001 Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock т e M 100 —109 100 —109 1013 e 
100,000 | Metropolitan Electri» Supply, 1 to 100,000 . 10 6% | 6% | R% 174— 183 174— 184 Pa . 
71,106 Do. до. 1 4%, Cum. Pret. 1—71,106, £8 paid 5 55 i e 38 эд - .. 
0001 Do. lst Mort. Deb. Btook .. — .. » és » a 110 —114 110 —114 Ж sá 
350,000: Do. ae Mort. Deb. Stock Red .. „Stock M 97 —100 97 —100 к : 
40000 BK Jem Biu mers Tit Light, Ord. „ M 14305 144 Mi— 188 Mi 15) jj | 14 
9 e ames' a 0 ig t, oe ee 4 
20,000 Do. 2 a q Tref. 20,081 to 40,080 5 ee ee ee 8 — 9 8 = 9 ee oe 
12, 000 Smithfield Markets Blackie Bu a. ord eee ee ee , ee ee 5 ee ee 8 == 6 = 84 ae . 
65,000 South London El tricit Supply, Ord oe ee oe ee oe б ee ee 1 енто ; 4 34 818 
80,000 Urban Electric 8 pÌy, oe oe ea oe oe b ee oe ee T 44— 5b ee Lend 
110 200 vx instar El ae © 5 % Саш, Cum. Pret, ee oe oe oe oo р 104% 104% 19 & i — 18 1 = 15 iit 199 
, estm eo o pu „о ee oe ee ee = == 
28,141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee 5 ee ee ee 6 — — ee 
* Subject to Founders Shares. 1 Uniess otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, October 21st. 
CHEMICALS, &c. DEM eeu. METALS, &o. (eontinued), F 
@ Acid, Hydrochloric vs . рег owt. bJ- es g Copper Sheet a 5 .. per ton £068 x 
a 97 trio ев ee ee ee per owt. 92J- ee g L Rod. . per ton £08 е 
а „ Oxalic.. - M .. per сті. 82 / m e $ (Electrolytic) Bare .. per ton 265 x 
a a Sulphurio 5s s .. per owt. 5/6 a в if " Sheets.. per ton £16 : 
a лао pg PA ©з x . per cwt. 42/- ss Co n 11 . рег ton -20n “a 
а Ammon uriate (crystal) .. per ton #88 10 ae e ji н H.C. Wire por lb. 8d. $5 
а ee "T .. рег ton £80 s f Ebonite Rod REC 79% .. per lh. * $e 
a Bleachin powder .. 95 .. рег ton 44 10 us f » Sheet ... per lb. — - 
e Bisulphide of Carbon .. per ton £15 T n German Silver Wire .. .. per lb. 16 oe 
a Borax ati ee. o. per ton £18 vs h Gutta-percha fine. e. per lb. 8j- "e 
а Bensole (90 %) Р aa .. per gal. 77 КУ h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 4/8 to 4/5 inc. 
a „ (50 T "T .. per gal. 5/6 85 Iron, Charooal Sheets .. .. рег ton 218 m 
а Copper Sulphate .. ae .. рег ton £20 - $ ,, Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 48,6 x 
а ‚ Nitrate vs ix .. perton £24 x 4 , Fo ок юше per ton From 411 T 
a „ Whites vs .. рег ton #81 s 4 ,, Sorap, per ton 47/6 to 50j- . 0 
a муно е н" в .. рег ES "m A 4 „ Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton at P HA i 
a Me per gal. yx o 
а Naphtha, Solvent (00% «die о. per gal. 6/6 g Lead, English Intros. .. ver en | {4176} | 
а Potash, Bichromate, in . per lb. 8d. ix 9 n »  Bhee$ .. .. рег ton 218 cs і 
8 » Caustio о (2800. .. рег ton sa a m Manganin Wire No. 38 .. .. per lb. 8/- .. ’ 
a 99 isulphate oe ee per ton 9 Mercury ° ә ' ae - Фә ee per bot. £8 76 oe 
a Shellac s .. рег owt, 200/- 12/ ine. d жеш (in original cases) small .. per lb. 4d. to 1/6 Ls 
а Sulphate of Magnesia s ..der ton £4 10 s н » medinm per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 we 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 10 - per lb. 4/- to 7/9 ee 
в » c vered аа .. рег ton 26 10 V 1 per lb, 1/- tol es 
а [T] р ee ee oe per ton £5 ee » rolled bars & per Ib. 1/- to 1,8 1d. дес. 
а Soda. Caustic (white 70%) . рег ton #10 16 EH " „ strip&sheet per lb. From 1/1 1d. dec. 
6 55 tals V» T" ton £8 ә о Platinum е .. per os. #44 г 
a „ Richromate, ‘casks... .. per lb. 944. T р Silicium Bronze Wire per | 9d. to 11d. ld. dec. 
Steel, Magnet, acc а00'1'6 todero’ pn per ton £58 ee 
METALS, &o. 4 [1] [TON bars о ө ee É ni tt rene ee 
b Aluminium in ton lots .. per ton £190 T g Tin, Blok. per ton 212¹ £1to £2ino. 
b " Wire, in ton lots .. рег ton £108 "T Д » Foil . per lb, 1/6 Р 
b А Sheet, in ton lots .. рег ton £166 es Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. per lb. . 
p Babbite’s metal ingots... ton £48 to £180 | £5 deo p White Anti-friction Metal- 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" $019") basis per lb. d. . dec " White Ant" brand per ton 442 to £02 £3 dec 
€ „ Tube (brazed) 24 .. рег lb. ` . дес. j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on вр'1в per lb. 8d. $^ 
9 y (solid drawn). . .. per lb. 118. ‚ дес. Í 5 ea. Flax. ue .. per lb. . s 
в, Wire, ' ma per lb. d. . дес. і „ 8 "E lbs. Russian per lb. T 
с Copper Tubes (brased) .. .. per lb è j » 10 lbs. Ru A .. per lb, ‹ Tm 
$5 „ (solid drawn) .. per lb d. : j 180 Iba. Jute rove per ton 1 TF 
g Copper Bars (best selected .. рег ton £6 k Zino, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per tcn A53 15 55 


by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Alununium Co., Lta.; 


otations „вор 
smith & Co india. Huber, G. P. 


— . 


and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.: 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND 


Locality, Week 


Aberdeen aia | Oct. 

Birmingham aa as) 

Bournemouth | 

Blackburn . 

Blackpool .. 

Blackpool and F leatwood 

Black pool and Lytham .. 

Bolton «X T 

Bradfcrd 

Brighton 

Bristol 

Burnley 
Barnsley District 
Devonport 

8 Dudley—8t ourbridge.. 9 

C Gateshead 

. Gravesend- Northfleet 

3 Greenock—Pt. Glasgow 

2 E Hartlepool 
Kidderminster . 

- Merthyr .. 

E Middleton * 
. Oldham— Ashton a! ü 
"л Peterborough 

= = Poole ee val 
Z Potteries oe * 9 


. thesay.. 
Sheerness 
H^nthn^rt 


» 14| 


Receipts for | 


ending | 


the week. 
4E 
1.212 + 287 
5,133 97 
1.000 — 
[35 25 
817 11 
342 27 
1,803 231 
кої + 92 
5,048 + 242 
805 + 87 
182 — 
552 +144 
841 + 94 
d 27 + 154 
76 + 65 
515 + 18 
283 65 
| 120 1 
212 + 19 
80 + 42 
571 E 18 
244 — 
УУМ E 6 
1,738 +112 
60 — 7 
| 78 | — 
820 | + 89 | 


Total to date. 


£ 
28.082 


213,068 


94,484 
18,721 
12,809 
54,747 


2, 


2, 460 | 


18.098 | + 9 399 


Miles 

open. 

E" + 

+ 8,827 10 | — 

4 9,095 -— -— 

— 104 | — 

124 711 

231 | 84 — 

- 140 71 — 

+ 6,219 

+ 1,149 | 25 — 

11 +4 

= 6A я 

ИГЕ | OR = 

— 7% | — 

Е 44 — 

e 811 5 — 

+ 8,879 1814 — 

+ 4862 | 103 + 3 

4 945 Be — 

+ 1,705 7 - 

+ 567 6 2 

iy 185 4 [= 
— 206 8 
+ 1.658 BÀ 

+ 1,543 8 — 

+ 1,904 a -— 

+ 8,418 | 98 —- 

+ 1,612 23 | — 


RAILWAY TRAFFIO RECEIPTS. 


2. 


* Compared with the corresponding period of 1 


Week 


Locality. ending 


9 
9 


Oct. 


" 


(South Staffordshire .. 
c Swansea .. А 


S Taunton . Vs в s& D 
“Ыы |, ynemouth T ; » P 
: Weston - super - Mare.. "s 4 
mw olverhampton Dist. xc 
Д Wrexham ДИ ce 2 
\ Yorks, W oollen Dist. i » 9 
Cardiff Š „ 10 
Chatham & "District Co. x c8 
Dover 2 se в. 27 
Dublin s E 
East Ham .. » 17 
Glasgow is 17 
Hull.. МИ 
Ilkeston „ 14 
Isie of Thanet „ 27 
Leeds * 17 
Liverpool „ 10 
Manchester is." ly 
Newcastle .. T V; 
Portsmouth 5» 14 
Salford 
Southampton 5, 10 
Sunderland . „ 18 
Central London Railway i 4d 
City and 8. London Ну. „ 18 
Dublin and Lucan Rlwy. „ 18 | 
e Overhead Ry.“ „ 18 


Receipts for | 


the week, 
£ p м 
927 +194 
517 4. 56 
56 - 
%79 | — 19 
62 ll 
893 + 92 
131 — 
479 — 
2015 + 480 
629 + 86 
208 + 4 
4,883 87 
589 + 96 
14,082 |+ 1891 
2,559 | + 64 
148 — 
995 33 
5,188 + 78 
10,474 | 601 
11,455 |+6146 
98.498 | +880 
1,472 54 
074 | 16 
1,125 + 46 
6,448 —628 


2.761 | — 512 


1,594 


116 


8,967 
| 12,998 | 
56,846 
21, 802 | 
9, 524 | 
86, 579 
70,10 "" 
274,527 
54,898 


80,421 
| 164,681 
| 413,847 
944,042 | 


Total to dato, 


e Thos. Bolton & bcns., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & 8ons.; Frederick 
g James & Shakespeare ; ^ Edward ' ill & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Inde and 
Co., Ltd.; rs Morris Ashby, Ltd.: ж W. T. Glover & Oo., Ltd.: я P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronse Co.,Ltd 


= 2 е 


Ne 777775 
118111 |i 
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THE JUNIOR INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS: 
SUMMER MEETING. 


THE summer meeting of the Junior Engineers" this year centred 
around Sheffield and the Peak District, and quite a considerable 


number of members were attracted by the excellent programme 


provided. It happily combined some of the finest and most 
interesting spectacles in the ecience of engineering with those of 
su g natural beauty for which the county of Derbyshire is so 
famed. | 

. Members from London travelled down by the Midland route to 
Bakewell, and thence drove to Baslow, the Grand Hotel becoming 
headquarters for the week. The journeys into the city of steel 
were made by road through charming scenery, a different course 
being taken on each of the three days spent there. : 

A fitting opening of the week's engagements was the civic 
welcome at the Town Hall, Sheffield, on August 17th. The Lord 
Mayor, the Right Hon. J. Wycliffe Wilson, J.P., in a few appro- 
priate sentences expressed the pleasure felt on behalf of the Cor- 
poration and citizens in greeting the Institution on its first visit to 
Sheffield. He trusted it would prove of the greatest possible benefit 
in every way. The chairman of the Institution, Mr. Kenneth 
Gray, having replied, the members at once re-entered the 
carriages and were driven to Attercliffe to visit Messrs. 
Davy Brothers’ works, under the guidance of Mr. Orowe and 
other gentlemen. Established for upwards of three-quarters of 
a century, these works comprise three departments :—(1) Engineer- 
ing; (2) boiler making ; (3) rolling mills, All classes of machinery, 
including the very heaviest types, for iron and steel works and 
collieries, are produced. Steam hammers, particularly those of the 
quick self-acting tilting type for the Sheffield steel trade 
have always been a speciality; those for stamping processes in 
small-arms factories are also turned out. A number of heavy 


hydraulic forging presses have been constructed, one of 3,000 tons 


having been recently supplied to Messrs. John Brown & Co. А 
novelty brought under the notice of the party consisted of a very 
quick-acting press devised by Messrs. Crowe & Davy. The three- 
throw pamps used for working it can bo driven either by steam or 
electricity, and with these advantages the press is suitable 
for very much smaller powers than have hitherto been usual 
for hydraulic pressess. A press of 300 tons capacity was seen at 
work 

Nearing completion was shown a complete armour-plate mill 
for the Imperial Japanese Government, the set of vertical three- 


cylinder reversing engines being of 12,000 в.р. The engines and 


mill gearing, including the pinion housings and coupling spindles, 
are built in a very massive bed, forming an unusually compact and 
self-contained arrangement. The rolls, of forged steel, are 48-in. 
diameter x 13 ft. 6 in. long between the necks, and will be 
mounted in steel housings. The mill is similar to one constructed 
by the firm a few years ago for Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth 
and Co., and is by far the most powerful armour-plate mill that bas 
ever been constructed, being capable of rolling a 40 or 50-ton hard 
chrome steel ingot, into a plate in about 15 minutes. Another 
notable piece of work in course of erection at Messre. Davy 
Bros. was an imposing set of vertical blowing engines for blast 
tarnaces, built to the order of Messrs. William Sandford for 
Australia. The air cylinder is 96 in. in diameter, the steam 
cylinder 48 in., the air pressure required being comparatively low. 
Other work in hand in the engineering department included 
a 30-cwt. buffer-stamping hammer, а 15-cwt. stamping hammer, 
a complete rolling-mill plant for a Sheffield firm, and a steel 
converter. 

Until recently the size of the Lancashire boiler in most general 
use in the district has been 8 ft. diameter х 30 ft. long for 100 to 
120 lbe. per sq. in. pressure. Now, boilers 8 ft. 6 in. aud 9 ft. 
diameter x 30 ft. long, and for pressures up to 160 lbs. are supplied 
frequently. Where spare is confined a large number of marine- 
type boilers, both of the ordinary internal firebox and of the dry- 
back type up to 12 ft. 6 in. diameter, have been constructed. For 
Lancashire boilers the firm have adopted a type of coned flue which, 
whilst possessing the full advantages of the corrugated flue in 
additional steaming capacity, is supplied at just one-fifth of the 
additional cost of the corrugated flue. It can also be cleaned and 
repaired with greater facility. Ellis & Eave's system of heated 
induced draught in connection with Cornish and Lancashire boilers 
has been taken up by Messrs. Davy. By itsapplication it is claimed 
that as much as 40 per сеці. increase of steaming capacity can bo 
obtained and a saving of from 15 to 25 per cent. ia coal con- 
sumption. | an 

On leaving Attercliffe, the members went on to Tinsley to visit 
the East Hecla Works of Messrs. Hadfield’s Steel Foundry Co. 
They were received by Col. Sir Howard Vincent, M.P. (director), 
Mr. W. Dixon (the manager), Mr. Р. B. Brown and other officials. 
A photograph of the party having been taken for subsequent 
presentation to each member as a souvenir of the visit, an 
excellent luncheon was served in one of tbe sheds which 
had been specially decorated for the occasion in honour of the 
visitors Col. Sir H. Vincent presided, and in responding to the 
vote of thanks passed to his company for the warmth of their 
welcome, made one of his characteristic speeches, full of useful 
suggestions for the consideration of his engineering audience, who 
appeared to be much impressed by them. "e 

In going round the worke, the setting-out, building and lay-out 
floor of the tramway construction department was first seen. It is 
about 6 acres in extent, and is supplied with all the latest plant 
requisite for the bending, cutting, punching and drilling of the 


Tails for their proper position in the lay-out. The bending is done by 


speca, power presses, and all the tools are electrically driven. 
ere was evidently. an abundance of work on order; double 
junctions with iron bound crossings for Manchester, Chatham and 
Leicester; car-shed work for Burnley, and special junctions for 
Stalybridge. Attention was directed to the junctions for Bradford 
and Stalybridge, the points, crossings and curved rails for which 
are all made of Hadfield's ' Era ” manganese steel. In the foundry, 
which is the largest in the world, all the cranes, both overbead and 
jib, are actuated electrically. The castings in hand included 
special work for the L.C.C. tramways, locomotive wheels, 
hydraulic press crosshead, anchors, dynamo and motor work, 
gearing, car wheels, colliery tub wheels, railway carriage and wagon 
castings, and conveyor and elevator links. Five complete crossovers 
were seen in process of construction, the visitors examining yery 
closely the intricacies of this special work. The generating station, 
containing five large engines for the supply of electric power to the 
works, was then visited, followed by the annealing and grinding 
shops, where manganese steel points were being straightened in the 
press cold, and the smiths’ shop, in which manganese steel dredger 
pins of various sizes were being forged and colliery wheels and 
axles made, the output of the latter being 1,200 to 1,500 sets per 
week. Colliery tubs of different designs were also seen in course 
of manufacture. Inthe machine shop notable features were the 
cylinders and locomotive wheel centres, a dredger tumbler 10 tons 
in weight, two cast-steel frames for a 24 x 19-in. stone breaker. 
Numerous motor and dynamo castings were also being machined. 
To practically demonstrate the severely rough character of the work 
which the jaws of the stone breakers have to withstand, several 
machines were shown under power, masticating chunks of hard 
stone quite as readily as a home-made sandwich would be negoti 
by the human jaw. Messrs. Hadfield & Jacks’ gyratory crusher was 
likewise exhibited. Tho track shop was then entered, where үзе N 
of all descriptions used for electric tramway work were shown, 
including cast-steel points with Era” pies peres steel tongues; 
also others, from 9 ft. to 13 ft. long, e throughout of that 
material, with and without inserts; and Era manganese steel 
of both the frog and leg type. The electrically driven 
tools for grinding the castings were seen, and shortly afterwards the 
visit concluded. ; 

Tuesday's programme afforded some relaxation from engineering 
technicalities, inasmuch as the day was devoted to an excursion 
for the inspection of Haddon Hall and Chatsworth House. The 
keen interest which the members evinced in both edifices and their 
contents showed that engineers are not incapable of appreciating 
the artistic, so many beautiful examples of which were disclosed 
in the course of these visits. 

The works of Messrs. Charles Cammell & Co. were opened to the 
Institution next morning, and here again the oordiality of the 
welcome extended to the visitors was very pronounced. After the 
party had been pbotographed again, the piece de resistance was at 
once presented. This consisted of the rolling of a huge armour 
plate which had been specially got ready in time for the arrival of 
the members. The plate, weighing 25 tons, and intended for H.M.S. 
Hindustan, was drawn from the furnace and gradually reduced in 
че rolls to the required thickness. The subsequent treatment 
which the plates have to undergo was also shown and fully ex- 
plained as the members were conducted round the works by Mr. 
F. C. Fairbolme, Mr. Wood, Mr. Hartley, and others of the ataff. 
The machine and erecting shops were seen, large casemates and 
gun ebields being in process of manufacture there, In the electric 
generating station a tine plant, which has only lately" been installed, 
was inspected. In addition to lighting the works it is employed to 
supply power to many of the machines, notably the self-contained 
emery grinders used for finishing tbe edges of the armour plates, 
&c., flle cutting by machinery, tool-steel rolling, general forging, 
crucible steel melting, ordnance, marine, locomotive, dynamo and 
other castinge, were other features brought under the notice of the 
visitors, the concluding item being the presentation to each of 
them of a penknife as a memento of the great Cyclops Works. 
Carriages were then requisitioned, the party soon afterwards 
assembling at the Royal Victoria Hotel in acceptance of an invita- 
tion to luncheon which had been kindly issued by Messrs. 
Cammell. 

Mr. Fairholme presided at this fuoction, and at the termination 
there were a few brief speeches. Mr. Wood proposed Success to 
the Junior Institution of Engineers," which was responded to by 
Mr. Kenneth Gray, who remarked that at a time when they heard 
so much about American and German competition in all fields of 
commercial enterprise, it was very gratifying to see in Sheffield 
works of such me goitude and importance as Mesers. Cammell’s, and 
capable of producing material superior to that of any other country 
in tbe world. The recognition which the Institution had during its 
visit received from those holding high positions in commercial and 
industrial activity would be & great encouragement to young engi- 
neers. Mr. Samuel Cutler, jun., vice-chairman of the Izstitutiop, 
then proposed "Continued Prosperity to Mesers. Cammell & Co., 
thanking them for allthey bad done in receiving the Institution 
that day. Mr. Fairholme acknowledged the toast, and in the course 
of his speech, said that the members had had the opportunity of 
seeing something of the company's work in connection with the 
arta of war. He wassorry tbat time did not allow of them being 
shown what their work was in connection with the arts of peace, 
but they could not see everything in a day. He went on to refer 
to the advantages arising from a closer co-operation between engi- 
neers and manufacturers. Not only were industries benefited by 
it—the profession at large were the gainers. Some cogent observa- 
tions on the good work being done by the Engineering Standards 
Committee trought his remarks to a close, and after an appreciative 
farewell to Messrs. Cammell's represe tatives, the members made 
their way to Messis. James Dixon & Sons’ silver and electro - plate 
works, Cornish Place. 
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' Here they were met by Mr. J. Wallis Dixon who, assisted by Mr. 
James Dixon and Mr. E. D. Fawcett, directed the party over the 
extensive establishment. There are three casting shops, one for 
nickel silver, one for Britannia metal, and the third for small 
castings. After passing through the rolls the sheets are cut by 
double-acting shears into the size required for producing the various 
articles. Spoons and forks are first cut into b'anks by self-acting 
machines, and then pass on tothe stamp shcp in which were seen at 
work both steam and friction stamps. A pressureof 100 tone is given by 
one of the steam presses. Entrée dishes were being made, shaped 
out of the flat metal by repeated stampings on & steel die, also the 
two halves of teapots, &c., afterwards brazed together. Spoons, 
forks, &c., were also in hand. The spinners shops, hand hammering 
and filing, making up, buffing, polishing and burnishing shops 
were fnll of interest, and particular attention was given to the 
electro-plating room and the electric installation in connection. 
After appropriately partaking of afternoon tea in a service 
manufactured at the works, and heartily thanking Messrs. Dixon 
for the interesting afternoon which had been spent, the members 
left, the majority returning to Baslow. 

Thursday was occupied by an excursion to Castleton, where are 
the celebrated caves, the Mecca of visitors from all parts of the 
world. The Speedwell was navigated successfully, and afterwards 
the descent and examination was made of the Blue John Cave, 
where the stone from which the cave takes its name is mined to a 
very limited extent, the output being rigidly restricted to no more 
than 3 tons per annum, the cave being absolutely the only source 
of supply for this rare and delicately-coloured transparent mineral. 
Raining incessantly throughout the day, the caves certainly gave 
shelter to the membors for a time, and were most decidedly well 
worth & place in the programme. 

The Toledo Works of Messrs. John Henry Andrew & Oo. were 
visited first on the following morning, the party being hospitably 
received on their arrival after their drive from Baslow. ; 
J. L. Potte, one of the directors, assured them of the pleasure which 
the arrangement of the visit had given his company. Under hie 
guidance, assisted by his son and others, the members were then 
shown over the works, the crucible melting furnaces and pot 
making departments being seen at the commencement of the tour. 
The clay was first kneaded by the feet of the operative, and after a 
quantity sufficient for one pot had been weighed off, it was farther 
kneaded by hand on an iron plate, and then passed on to the potter, 
who placed it in an iron mould, the interior surface of which 
corresponded with the outer surface of the crucible. An iron punch 
the exact form of the inside of the pot was then inserted and 
hammered in by a wooden maul, thus correctly shaping the pot. 
The punch being withdrawn, the pot was ready for drying and 
baking, which were done by the waste heat from the furnaces. It 
Was afterwards annealed in a special furnace, and was then ready 
for use after & bottom and lid made from the same clay had been 
fitted. The turning out of large crucible steel ingots was 
witnessed, and the hammering department was seen, hexagonal, 
octagonal and other sections being in process of forging for 
working into miners' drills, &c. In the steel warehouse were 
noticed large quantities of the finished steel ready for export to 
South Africa, Australia, China, Japan and other foreign parts. In 
the spring making department, numerous springs of every sbape 
and variety for omnibus, carriage and motor-car construction were 
in hand. The manufacture of the latter appear to bave only 
comparatively recently been seriously taken up, the resulta 
giving great satisfaction. The method of testing the springs 
was shown, and the rolling mills were next visited, where 
the steel ingots after reheating were seen in process of 
rolling into various sections, including that for spindle steel for 
cotton, flax and such like machinery. Of this steel Messrs. Andrew 
are the largest manufacturers in the kingdom. Shot and shell steel, 
rifle barrel and bullet steel are also produced. Wire for the manu- 
facture of steel ropes was being run out at one of the mills. Piano 
wire is also made. The 10-ton Siemens-Martin steel furnaces, of 
which there are four, were included in the inspection. The ingots 
from these are hammered into blooms to З in. square, varying in 
weight from 60 to 250 lbs. They are reheated and reduced by 
passing through a series of rolls in a three-high cogging mill into 
rough billets 14 in. square, and then passed to the finishing or 
wire mill and rolled into rods ranging from 4 in. diameter down to 
6 B.W.G. The smithy and turnery for works repairs were visited, the 
rolls required in the mills being turned here. Theyare usually of 
chilled iron or steel made on the works. The inspection of the 
department in which hammers, mauls, sledges, picks, mining chisels 
and other similar tools are produced formed the conclusion to a 
highly interesting morning, the distribution to the members of 
Toledo blades in commemoration of it forming a pleasing finale. 


The Institution's acknowledgments having been warmly expressed : 


ру the chairman, the party repaired to the Royal Victoria Hotel for 
uncheon. 

In the afternoon the members visited the Suffolk Works, carried 
on in the name of Messrs. Thomas Turner & Co., whose business 
was taken over in 1893 by the present proprietors, Mr. A. J. Hobson, 
who isthe Максет Cutler this year, and Mr. W. Hobson. Upwards of 
1,000 hands are engaged at the works. The Master Cutler welcomed 
the visitors as they entered, and they were then divided into groups 
and made a tour of the works with the general manager, Mr. 
Nathaniel Somerset, and his colleagues as guides. The impressing 
feature was the large amount of work which was being executed 
without the aid of machinery. Ina very choicely got up brochure 
entitled “ Handicrafts that Survive,” a copy of which the firm 
had considerately presented to each member, was set forth a 
detailed and illustrated account of the various operations carried 
on. Knives, razors, scissors and every other class of cutlery were 
scen in all processes of manufacture. The principal raw material 
used is blister steel, produced from bars of the best Swedish charcoal 


iron, which is most free from sulphur, phosphorus and other im- 
рине The forging of the blades and the grinding, particularly the 

ollow grinding, was observed with great interest, as were also the 
other operations through which the articles had to pase before they 
attained the excellence and perfection of finish on which the firm 
so justly prides itself, and which was exemplified in the neat and 
serviceable specimen which it was the good fortune of every member 
who visited the works to take away with him. At the conclusion of 
the visit light refreshments were served, when the opportunity was 
taken to convey to the Master Cutler the sense of the members’ 
gratitude for the courtesy extended them that afternoon. Mr. 
Hobson suitably replied, and the party proceeded to Corporation 
Street, to visit the works of Messrs. Mellowes & Co. 

The product of this firm is the well-known “ Eclipse" glazing, 
water-tight, imperishable and dust-proof. The frames are made of 
steel bars covered with a substantial soft tin-lead metal casing 
formed with a groove at each side into which the glass is inserted, 
no putty being used, the lead bedding close to the glass throughout. 
The steel-bar covering machine, the shearing and other machinery 
was shown running. There was a large quantity of work in hand, 
some of the most recent and important commissions being for the 
new Midland railway s'ation at Sheffield and the re-glazing of the 
Orystal Palace roof. Mr. F. W. Mellowes and Mr. Ernest King, 
who was also acting as honorary local secretary of the meeting, 
explained the construction and working of the various machines, and 
how the finished glazing was put together and erected, This visit 
constituted the last of the series, and with expressions of thanks to 
Messrs. Mellowes for all their attention, the members departed. 

In the evening the summer dinner of the Institution took place at 
the Royal Victoria Hotel, the chaifman, Mr. Kenneth Gray, pre- 
siding. The Master Cutler, the Deputy Lord Mayor, Alderman 
George Senior, J.P., representatives of the various works visited 
during the week, and other guests, were present, and there wasa 
good muster of the members, the attendance of local members indi- 
cating the growth of the society in the Yorkshire district. After 
the loyal toasts had been honoured, the chairman proposed ''The 
City and Corporation of Sheffield," acknowledged by Alderman 
Senior. ‘Sheffield Industries" was given by Mr. W. J. Tennant, 
past chairman, and was responded to by the Master Catler, whose 
election as a Vice-President of the Institution was announced at the 
dinner. Mr. R. Marshall proposed The Firms who have enter- 
tained us," and Mr. B. P. Brown (Messrs. Hadfield’s), Mr. F. J.- 
Maw (Mesars. Cammell's), and Mr. J. L. Potts (Messrs. Andrew) 
replied. “The Health of the Institution” was proposed by Mr. 
F. W. Mellowes, and acknowledged by the chairman. Oar Guests.“ 
submitted by Mr. L. F. Peyrecave, was replied to by Mr. Н. 
Dunbar and Мг. H. W. Pawson. The concluding toasts were Our 
Honorary Local Secretary,” by the secretary (Mr. W. T. Dann), and 
" The Chairman," by the Master Cutler, which Mr. Gray and Me. 
King respectively acknowledged. 

An illuminated vote of thanks was presented to Mr. King in 
recognition of his valuable services as honorary local secretary. 
Great credit is due to him for planning all the arrangements, which 
were admirably conceived and carried through without a hitch, 
thus adding one more to the always successful summer meetings 
organised by the youngest of oar technical societies, the progress of 
which we shall continue to watch with increasing interest. 
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(Concluded from page 638.) 


APPENDIX III. 
On the Platinum Thermometers of the British Association, 
By J. A. HaABEZEB, D. Sc. 
(From the National Physical Laboratory.) 


Tue four platinum thermometers numbered BA; to BA, with 
which this appendix chiefly deals, were constructed at the National 
Physical Laboratory in August, 1902. The wire used for the 
“bulbs” is approximately 006 in. (15 mm.) diameter, and for the 
leads 020 in. (‘5 mm.). 

After ascertaining approximately the length of wire necessary to 
give a fundamental interval of 1 ohm, the proper amount for the 
four thermometers was cut off from the stock reel, and heated in 
one piece to moderate redness (800° C.) electrically when supported 
approximately horizontal. The platinum “ lead” wires, which were 
of the same quality of pure metal as the finer “bulb” wire, were 
then measured off and the pairs assigned to each thermometer 
accurately matched. After a preliminary anneal in an oxidising 
atmosphere at a bright red heat, one of each of these pairs was 
looped upon itself to form the compensator, and the otner cut in 
half for attachment to the ends of the “ bulb” wire. Several kinds 
of mica from different sources were tested as to their suitability for 
use as insulating material for the frame and washers to support the 
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wires, and it was found (that considerable discrimination was 
necessary in the selection of the mica for this purpose. Certain 
qualities which were colourless before heating became on exposure 
to only 800° to 850° of a marked brown tint, and it was found in one 
case this was due to organic material having been used to fasten 
together several sheete to build up the necessary thickness, the 
carbonaceous matter Jeading to a fallin insulating power several 
hundred degrees below the temperature st which good mica begins 
to appreciably conduct, which ought not to be lower than 1,150?. C. 
In another case, a specimen which showed the characteristic silvery 
white lustre after several hours’ exposure to 1,100° C., had lost во 
much of its mechanical strength as to be almost unusable. A 
specimen which before heating was of slightly green tint was finally 
selected, and of this the whole of the mica frames and wasbers were 
constructed. The copper wires connecting the platinum leads to 
the fusible-metal caps were silver-soldered to the platinum, and for 
extra safety sgainst possible strain the wires were screwed into the 
caps as well as hard soldered. Tn order to be prctected as far ав 
possible from unsymmetrical heating, which often gives rise to 
thermo-electric effects in certain ty pes of thermometer, these joints 
between platinum ‘and copper are arranged во as to be well inside 
the brass tube into which the glass or porcelain protection tube is 
fastened. The thermometer heads are of ebonite, and are of the 
design described by Harker and Chappuis in Phil. Trans. 194, p. 52. 
They sre practically airtight, and will stand vacuum or pressure for 
a considerable time. By a small tap, which is generally kept 
closed, communication can be made with a convenient apparatus 
for exhausting and letting in dry air while the thermometer is 
suitably heated. The effect of electric leakage in lowering the 
apparent resistance of a platinum thermometer when damp is much 
more easily traced on thermometers of 5 or 10 ohms F1 than on the 
usual 1 ohm pattern used for high temperatures. With the thermc- 
meters here described, having the enclosed form of head, none of 
the determinations of fixed points have been found to be vitiated 
by moisture, care having been taken not to expose any portion of 
the interior to prolonged contact with the outside air, after once 
being thoroughly dried out at a high temperature. 

The mica cross, having serrated edges with teeth of 1 mm. pitch, 
being attached to the leads and compensator, the joints between the 
“bulb” wire are made in the strongly oxidising flame of a very 
small oxy-coal-gas blowpipe without admixture of foreign material 
ofany description. Autogenous soldering of this kind is not very 
difficult, even for very fine wires, and is essential if the thermo- 
meters are intended for use to the highest temperatures eafely 
measurable, namely, 1, 150˙ C., as the copper and silver contained in 
any solder which might be employed give off vapour sufficient to 
injuriously affect the platinum on prolonged exposure to temperature 
considerably below this. The ' bulb" wire when fastened to the 
leads is then wound, not too tightly, upon the mica frame, and 
the thermometer ie then inserted into its protecting tube of very 
thin glass or of porcelain, which must be glazed on the exterior, and 
if the thermometer is not intended for use above about 1,000? C., 
may with advantage be glazed both inside and out. A measurement 
is then taken of the fundamental interval, with a view to ascertain 
the change on annealing, which is then carned out by heating two 
or three times to about 1,000* for several hours, with slow cooling, 
the thermometers with glass tubes being temporarily placed in 
porcelain ones for this purpose. The fundamental interval is then 
taken again, and if this is not considered sufficiently near the 
desired value, 16 can be lowered by cutting out the required amount 
from the looped end of the wire and re-fusing, or raised by stretching 
judiciously with platinum-tipped pliers tbe lowest few inches of the 
wire, which is unwound for the purpose. Care must be taken after 
each re-adjustment to remove апу possible new strains introduced 
by & thorough re-anneal before measurement. In the absence of 
definite evidence in its favour, it was not deemed desirable for this 
first set of thermometers to heat the wire for some hours electrically 
to 1,400° or 1,500? C., as is usual in careful work with wires of 
platinum and the allied metals employed for thermo- junctions. 

After the final adjustment of the F1 and final anneal, systematic 
observations of the zero, steam and sulphur points of the four 
thermometers were made from time to time with the resistance-box 
described in the text. A new calibration of the box coils and 
bridge wire was made in February, 1903, and the values of the 


relation = and of the ô found since that date are tabulated for 


each thermometer. From this summary it will be seen that there 
appears to be a small but systematic difference between ther- 


mometers 1 and 3 on the one hand, and 2 and 4 on the other, this 


being noticeable both on the values of a and of ò. 
0 


The values of 1. vary from 1 38709 in BA, to 
0 
1:88881 in ВА», 


the mean of the four being 1 38786, which is a little higher than 
the mean value found by Chree for the group of seven thermo- 
meters studied by him, namely, 1:38702. 

The mean values of the 2 are :— 


$ Departure from mean, 
BA, eee 985 és 1:5124 4-'0110 
ВА, еве m rr 1:5083 eos + 0069 
BA, eee oes oes 1°4935 eee — 0079 
ВА, Im eee oe 1°4912 eee —'0192 
Mean 8 coo 1:5014 eee — 


The mean д of the six thermometers observed in sulphur in 
Chree’s experiments was 1:503, the maximum being 1:509 and the 


minimum 1:498. The mean values of the Ro, Ri, and F1 for the 
period from February 12th to August 31st are also given. In view 
of the uncertainties in the measurement of the temperature of the 
box-coils, which are of platinum silver not immersed in a liquid, 
and also of small irregularities in tbe behaviour of the plug-contacts, 
the experiments afford no certain evidence of systematic change in 
any of the thermometers, unless it be a small rise in the fundamental 
coefficient and corresponding fall in the ô of BA,. 

Thermometer ВА, which was heated about fifty times during 
November, 1902, in electric furnaces up to 1,050", and again during 
April and May, 1903, to similar temperatures for prolonged periods, 
appears to be hardly perceptibly affected by it, no certain change of 
F1 occurring during the period February 12th to Avgust 18th 
covered by the later experiments, and certainly no variation of the 
zero of 17 C. | 

To see if the small Jack of homogeneity of the wire as shown by 
the properties of the different thermometers was due to the treat- 
ment it had received during the successive adjustments of FI, а 
new thermometer, named BA,, was made up of wire taken from the 
inner end of the same reel as the other six. No attempt was made 
at adjustment of its F1, which was found after thorough annealing 
to be 100:022 box units. 

The ô was found to be 1:506, an intermediate value. The wire 
was then unwound from the mica frame and suspended freely in air 
between the ends of the leads, and' a current of 23 amperes, which 
was sufficient to maintain it at about 1,400* C., passed for about 
two hours. 

Owing to the volatiligation of a considerable quantity of platinum 


from the wire, a large increase in the F1 was found, as was expected, 


but the ô remained unchanged, though a rise in x was recorded 


amounting to 1 part in 1,000. 


In order to make certain that the differences observed were not 
due to defective insulation in the thermometers, the insulation re- 
sistance between the PP and CC leads of each of the thermometers 
was measured by a direct deflection method, and found to be in no 
case less than 700,000 ohms at any temperature between 0° and 
1,000? for BA; and BA,, and 0° and 500? for BA; and BA, Some 
experiments were also made on an imitation platinum thermometer 
having its coil wound on mica of standard quality, but cut at the 
lower end into two parts. 

Although the insulation from one part to another was practically 
infinite at all temperatures, when only platinum and mica were 
present in the heated part of the porcelain tube, the introduction 
of a small piece of clean copper wire into the hot space near the 
bulb was sufficient after some time to lower the insulation, even at 
only about 800° C., to a few thousand ohms. The cause of the dif- 
ferences between the individual thermometers does not, therefore, 
appear to be leakage. 

Neither does the cause of the small differences in values of ô 
found lie in the method of taking the sulphur point, as the same 
apparatus was used in the same way for all the experimente. The 
sulphur is now boiled in an arrangement similar to Callendar and 
Griffiths’s well-known pattern, exceptthat,to avoid the necessity of 
removing the tube at each reheat after the sulphur has crystallised, 
the glass boiling tube is replaced by one of thin weldless steel, 
brazed with spelter into a rather wider end-piece of thick iron 
tubing, which is “к= to the direct flame of the large bunsen 
used for heating. The level of the liquid sulphur is always main- 
tained at least 2 in. above the bottom plate of the apparatus, and 
the upper level of the vapour to a definite position, which can be 
seen through mica windows in the upper part of the neck. Under 
these conditions no measureable superheating of the vapour bas 
ever been observed, and acomparison of the sulphur points obtained 
with this form of apparatus with those got in the older one, with 
glass boiling-tube, reveals no measurable systematic difference. 

For the boiling-point of sulphur under normal pressure in lati- 
tude 45° Callendar and Griffiths’s old value, 444°53° C., has been 
retained, as was also the figure deduced by them from Regnault's 


experiments for 45 for sulphur, namely, 082“ C. per mm., although 


it bas been shown independently, by Chree and by Harker and 
Chappuis, that this value for the variation is considerably too small. 
It is hoped that a redetermination of this constant for pressures 
between 700 and 800 mm. will shortly be undertaken in the thermo- 
metric laboratory. 


BA}. 
Date | 5 Ry Difference of = 
| Ro from mean. 
Feb. 6th, a 1:514 | 1:38688 — ‘00021 
„ 23rd, „ 1:505 1:38702 — -00007 
Aug. 7th, ,, | 1:06 1 38708 — *00001 
„ 25th, „ | 1:505 1:38712 + C0003 
„ 26th, „ 1:514 1:38722 + 00013 
„ Zlst, „ 1:506 138722 + 00013 
Mean 1 5083 | 1:38709 


Mean Value of Constants. 


Bo Bi | Rl К. n 
0 
257-905 357-736 | 99:831 1:5083 | 138709 


- —— ———— = — ee ee 


270 036 | 375:213 | 105177 | 1:506 


APPENDIX IV. 


The following table gives the resistance at a temperature of 
60* F. (15:55* C.) of & wire of pure annealed copper 1 metre in 
length, having a mass of 1 gramme, as deduced from the most recent 
5 

a making the reductions, the values for the temperature 
coefficient and for the density given by the author, have been used. 


678 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (уо. 53. No. 1,352, Оотовив 23, 1908. 
BA, Table giving Resistance at 60° F. of a Wire of Pure Annealed 
Copper, such that 1 metre weighs 1 gramme. 
R 
Date. 8 a „ Authority. | Bource of copper. | Reference. ia 80 
N | | 
| | Fitzpatrick Electrolytic B.A. rt, 18900:1475 
Feb. 12th, 1903 114 1 39967 0 Seance Rhodin | Swan's copper | * Proc. K. S. 1894 01493 
С» 24th, » 1:499 гол, =. 00007 Do. (2nd sample) | Е и | И " 01486 
M ipe 3 15108 00005 Fleming... „ „ РАЙ Mag, 1899 01487 
July 30th, i 1:497 1 DA ош Lagarde TP .. Grammont electrolytic ‘Hospitalier, 1891 0`1488 
Aug. 18th, „ 1:489 1: нет [m 
„ 2ith, „ 1.38890 + 00009 JJ ͤ ͤ Vd 0000000000 
» 24th, „ 1:493 1:38889 + 00008 * In reducing Prof. Fleming's result, the density ba: been taken as 
„ 26th, „ 1:491 1:38892 + 00011 891 grammes per c.c. 
„ Zlst, „ 1:489 138882 + 00001 
Mean 1°4912 1:38881 
Mean Value of Constants. ALUMINIUM CONDUCTORS FOR ELECTRIC 
8 ek TRANSMISSION LINES.” 
R B rl Bo 
257172 357 163 99 991 1:4912 1°38881 | 
By JOHN B. C. KERSHAW, F. I. C. 
THE facts relating to the behaviour of aluminium and its 
BAs. alloys on exposure, which Prof. E. Wilson and the writer 
: have recently published in papers read before Section G of 
By Difference of <- the British Association, at Southport, lend additional interest 
Date. д Bo : e 
= from mean. to an article by Mr. Alton D. Adams upon “ Aluminium 
„C Conductors for Electric Transmission Lines.“ which appears 
Feb. 9th, 1903 1511 138740 + "00010 in the September issue of the Engineering Magazine. 
at 1875 " 1509 1 Ы 1 Mr. Adams opens his article by stating that aluminium is 
кы 18th, „ 1:523 1:38732 + 00002 in use for the three longest transmission Jines in North 
„ 24th, „ 1511 138724 — 00008 America, and in a table near the end of his article be gives 
" ade " 1915 ped x D the following details of these and other lines of aluminium 
? E 1510 138738 +. 00008 in operation across the Atlantic. 
Mean 15121 1:38730 | | sv E 3.5 
© & | м 2 os 
Mean Value of Constants. E- d | E „ tse 
| Bi Locations. $ NE T 33 27 
no > Fl à x (9| $ ' $$ 22 525 
| v s| а e$ sé! fx 
258:367 | 3958:434 100 067 15124 1 38730 2 = 85 т 8 
| ) 8 
8 | 
Niagara Falle to Buffalo ... 3 | 20 | 500,000 — — 
Shawinigan Falls to Montreal | 3 85 183,708 7 6 
BA,. Electra to Mission San Jose. 3 | 100 471.034 37 9 
Colgate to Oakland . NS 3 | 144 211,000 7 56 
; R Farmington River to Hartford 3 11 . 336,420 7: 3 
Date. д It Difference of, - Lewiston, Mee. 3| 35 144688 7 8 
г 33 from mean. ULudlow, Mass. ... 6 | 45 135247 7 7 
Feb 116, 19 3 1485 138816 — 00009 j) T MR E | 
: 23rd, „ 1:499 1:38833 + 00008 According to Mr, Adams, the Electra generating plant is 
„ 26th, „ 1:500 1:38826 + 00001 rated at 10,000 Kw., the Colgate plant at 11,950 Kw., and 
Aug. ps " um 1 38835 + ©0010 the Shawinigan plant at 7,500 KW., but he does not state 
* 1497 138825 + 00000 that the lines are yet carrying these maximum loads. 
" и 4 . MP A e 2 а 
„ 26th, „ 1494 1:38812 — 00013 The weight of aluminium in these three transmission lines 
„ 315 „ 1:503 1 38826 + 00001 he estimates at 440,000 lbs., 721,000 lbs., and 225,000 lbs. 
„ respectively, and taking the cost of the wire used at 30 cents 
per Ib., he calculates that the total outlay upon these three 
Mean Value of Constants. lines has amounted to $415,000 = £83,000. 
- | a i 3 By Since there are from 10 to 20 large power companies in 
i Bo America now using aluminium for overhead transmission 
267027 | 357 616 99:989 14935 | 138825 purposes, the total weight of metal already in use as a sub- 
" | T stit ute for copper is probably 6,500,000 lbs., representing a 
capital outlay of over $1,950,000, or £400,000. Details of 
ВА, these lines will be found in the writer's two papers on 
* Aluminium as an Electrical Conductor." f and in Vols. 
| ! : VIIT., IX , X. and XI. of the ** Mineral Industry Annual." 
Bo Bi Fl 68 x under the heading Aluminium.“ In view of this widely 
eid. эзе ышы: — extended utilisation of the light metal for conducting pur- 
the importance of the observations upon the resist- 
257749 | 357771 | 100022 1506 | 138806 B pe ue проп 
Thermometer electrically heated to 1,400° for 2 bours. ance offered by the metal to atmospheric corrosion, atarted 
1 38949 by the writer, and now being continued by Prof. Е. Wilson, 


in London, is emphasised. The following remark from tbe 


writer's earlier paper may be aptly quoted here 

In America, electrical engineers are conducting the inquiry in 
the usual American fashion; and their installations of aluminium 
for transmission lines in California and other places are, im reality, 
large scale experimente, which, if nuosuccessfal, will cause heavy 
losses to fall upon those who have been financing these under 
takings. 


See Engineer ing Magazine, September, 1903. 
і Journal Institution Electrical Engineers, 1901. @ British Associa- 
tion Reporte, 1903. 
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. Mr. Adams, in the article we are discussing, refers only 


indirectly to this very importaut subject of resistance to 


Corrosion, but his statement that the overhead aluminium 
wire used on the Niagara Falls and Buffalo transmission line 
is covered at the Niagara Falls end, with a braid soaked in 


asphalt, shows that even in America electrical engineers are 


recognising that the new metal is not weather-proof in all 
atmospheres, and under all conditions of exposure. 

After giving these details of the extent to which alumi- 
nium has displaced copper, Mr. Adams passes to a considera- 
tion of the relative conductivities of aluminium and copper 
when used for electrical purposes, and baees his calcula- 
tions upon a relative conductivity of 60 per cent. that of 
copper for the lighter metal. 

As regards tensile strength, be states that 33, 000 lbs. per 
sq. in. may be taken as the correct figure for both soft 
copper and aluminium, but that medium hard-drawn copper 
wire, of the grade usually employed for transmission lines, has 
a tensile strength of 45,000 Ibs. per aq. in. 

That these figures are somewhat too favourable to alumi- 
nium is proved by the testa given in a paper by Messrs. 
Perrine and Baum upon the Blue Lakes (California) Trans- 
mission line, in which & permanent load of 14,500— 
17,000 lbs. per sq. in. is stated to be the maximum advisable 
with the aluminium wire used for this scheme.* 

Mr. Adams also admits that, owing to the permanent set 
which the new metal takes at loads above 15,000 Ibs. per sq. in., 
it is not advisable under any circumstances to exceed the 
latter limit. American engineers have, therefore, now recog- 
nised a second defect of aluminium when used for overhead 
conductors, and have corroborated the observations upon 
this point made by Mr. Gavey, the British Post Office elec- 
trician, when conducting trials in Staffordshire, England, in 
the yeara 1900 and 1901. 

Regarding the high coefficient of expansion possessed by 
aluminium (the property which caused its failure when used 
for trolley-wire purposes in Leeds), Mr. Adams states that 
this is always allowed for in the American transmission lines, 
and that the linea are erected with a much greater sag 
between the poles than is customary when copper ir em- 
ployed. 

This feature of construction brings one advantage in ite 
train; for the vibration of the line, and the tendency for 
crogs-arms, pins, and insulators to work loose, is much lesa 
than when the wires are strung so tightly that vibration 
occurs in high winds. In strong winds or gales, the 
aluminium wire struog with a proper amount of sag takes a 
fixed position at definite angles with the vertical. The 
change in length, due tbe higher coefficient of expansion, is 
stated to be 40 per cent. greater than in the case of copper. 

As regards jointing, Mr. Adams states that mechanical 
sleeve joints are most commonly employed, and he does not 
recommend soldered or autogenous welded joints. Tie wires 
should always be of aluminium, otherwise there is risk of 
cutting or damaging the softer aluminium wire. 

It is in order to avoid the risks due to such damage of 
wires that stranded aluminium cables are now nearly always 
employed in America for overhead work. The sizes of wires 
used in constructing these cables vary from No. 6 to No. 9 
B. & 8. gauge. 

Finally, Mr. Adams discusses the question of relative 
cost, and states that in America aluminium is now cheaper 
than copper for conducting purposes. For the new Niagara 
and Buffalo transmission line erected in 1901, the use of 
aluminium is said to have effected a saving of 12 per cent, 
As copper was selling at over £70 per ton during 1899, 
1900 and 1901, it is quite possible that such a saving could 
have been obtained by substituting alaminium ; but, as shown 
in the author's recent paper, the present relative costs for 
equivalent conductivities are—copper 816, aluminium 1,000. 
Unless the latter metal can Ъз obtained in the form of wire 
at a much lower price than has yet been qnoted for it in 
Europe, its use for overhead transmission lines is, therefore, 
unlikely to extend with the rapidity that bas been witnessed 
in America. It would be interesting to know what profit 
the Pittsburg Reduction Co. has made on the rale of stranded 
conductors of 994 per cent. aluminium at 30 cents per Ib. 
(equal to £139 рег ton); but this is a point upon which 
information is unlikely to be forthcoming. According 


. * Transactions American Institute of Electrical Engineers, 1900. 


to the published trade prices of aluminium in ingot form, 
the above profit (to indulge in an Irish bull) would be a 
negative quantity. 


THE CENTRAL STATION BATTERY. 
By В. W. VICAREY, Mem. Amer. Electro-chemical Society. 


It is pleasing to notice that now and again there appears in 
the columns of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW an article bearing 
upon the much neglected gubject of storage batteries. 

I say “neglected” advisedly, because even to day. 
although much enlightened, there appears to be a shroud of 
mystery surrounding the storage battery, whether it be in the 
private installation or the more advanced central stations, 
and І can only suppose this apparent mystery deters a great 
many from attacking the subject. | 

Asone who has been intimately associated with the manu- 
facture and use of storage batteries, I feel that an answer, 
and I may say an additional] article in support of Mr. 
Abraham, will not only give him pleasure as showing that his 
articles are read and appreciated, but may also bring other, 
views and articles, giving valuable and practical information 
upon the subject. 

I must fully endorse Mr. Abraham’s statements as to the 
deplorable condition of a very great number of storage 
batteries all over the country, and it is only the makers of 
storage batteries who realise how very much they are 
dependent upon their clients for the welfare of their 
batteries, as the very best developments of the latest im- 
provements designed to meet the most severe demands are 


quickly and easily destroyed if placed in the care of persons 


who have not sufficient interest to study their welfare, and, 
unfortunately for the makers, the unanimous verdict of 
inquiry is usually summed up as “due to a defective 
battery.” | 

The demands of a central station undoubtedly vary within 
very wide limita, and it becomes extremely difficult to design 
and construct a battery to be uniformly durable and efficient 
inside such limite, quite as much as wonld be the case when 
a 250-H P. engive had to work at, say, 10-H.P. load efficiently, 
and this fact makes the battery somewhat more delicate than 
it would possibly be otherwise. 

Although one cannot say that a battery needs skilled 
attention, yet one is quite justified in saying that it needs 
ordinary and regalar attention equally as much as any other 
part of the plant installed, and were it to get only one-tenth 
part of such attention there would not be so many batteries 
ready for е “ scrap heap " as Mr. Abraham intimates, 

It is certainly a step iu the right direction, as Mr. Abra- 
ham points out, to be able to record the volta of individual 
cells in a large battery rapidly, as it is a very essential point 
to get the readings as quickly as possible, во as to compare 
individual cells, at as nearly as possible the same time; 
but I would suggest that the volts of the cells of a 
battery, even when taken very regularly, do not always 
form a record by which one can readily detect a sick cell, 
and a still more reliable method, I find, consists in teking 
the specific gravity of every cell. 

During the past 13 years that I have been associated with 
the manufacture of storage batteries, I have had the oppor- 
tunity of testing, by charge and discharge, many hundreda of 
cells of various types, and I have always found that to analyse 
the results, condition, or behaviour of the cella it is most 
important to have careful specific gravity readings as well 
as E M.F. readings; personally, I prefer specific gravity 
readings to E M.F., if I cannot have both together. It is 
very possible for a cell to be slowly eulphating and becoming 
sick, but yet to maintain its E.M.F., more especially at 
the end of a charge. 

Even a partially short-circuited cell will sometimes give ita 
normal E.M.F. while charging. But by taking the specific 
gravity readings of the cells at a definite time, say, at the 
moment before charging, or at the end of the charge, or, 
better, both, and then recording these regularly, a sick cell 
ber {м readily detected as it slowly decreases in its state of 

ealth. 

Temperature, as is now well known, has & very marked 
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effect upon the capacity of a storage battery by considerably 
increasing ita efficiency and thus producing a very different 
E.M.F. curve, compared to the E.M.F. curve of the same 
cell under normal temperature. 

Temperature also has its effect upon the specific gravity 
of the electrolyte, and also produces a different curve (if 
plotted) to the normal, but the comparative differences are 
very much less in the case of specific gravity than in 
the case of the E.M.F. It is also well known that there is 
a fixed fall in degrees on the hydrometer for every ampere- 
hour taken out of the cell, and it is therefore possible to 
ascertain very closely the actual ampere-hours put in or 
taken out of a cell by its specific gravity, but this cannot 
be done when taking E.M.F. readings. I grant that it isa 
very monotonous occupation to go round a large battery and 
takespecific gravity readings, or E.M.F. readings either, and it 
is something gained if only one is done systematically, but it is 
undoubtedly more conclusive evidence of sickness when one 
can confirm a reading from a separate source, and especially 
when an E.M.F. reading may be in error due to a bad 
contact. 

Another point in favour of specific gravity readings will 
be found in the fact that one is not limited to time so 
strictly as when taking E.M.F. readings, providing that the 
excessive gassing produced by charging has been allowed to 
dissipate itself. The device of the Walsall Co. is un- 
doubtedly a very great caving in time, and will do much to 
enable a battery to have more records than previously has 
been the case. | 

Unfortunately, there still remains that source of danger 
in erratic readings due to improper contact with the ool- 
lecting bars of the cells; and however simple and easy it 
may appear to the casual onlooker, yet it is a very difficult 
job to take a great number of readings and secure good 
contacts, the more especially when generally a film of acid 
spray is spread all over the collecting bars, and this very 
soon has a marked effect on delicate readings due to corrosion 
of the metal pointers. 

When a cell is found to be sick or to be lagging behind 
others, it should be at once examined and the cause removed ; 
if there be nothing apparent to indicate a reason for such 
lagging, an analysis of the electrolyte will no donbt supply 
the information required, and in all probability save the 
cell from being ruined. 

I would also suggest that the temperature of the battery 
room be entered regularly in the log-book, in order to com- 
pare results obtained during winter and summer, and also 
for other purposes, for which it is often valuable. 

Much could be written on storage batteries from а 
practical point of view, and as Mr. Abraham very justly 
remarks, it is absolutely surprising to see the conditions of 
varicus batteries, and it is still more surprising that, con- 
sidering the little attention they get, во many maintain their 
output and durability even for the two or three years he has 
allotted to them. Undoubtedly the initial cost and main- 
tenarce, which is very great at present, will be very consider- 
ably reduced if simple precautions are taken and inspections 
of the battery made, equal in time and care to those of the 
other sections of the complete installations, 


Space does not permit of any further remarks, but I 


should be pleased to see more often, in the columns of this 
paper, articles from practical men upon storage batteries, 
which would be both interesting and instructive. 


THE MOST ECONOMICAL CONDITIONS 
IN COPPER REFINING. 


IN a paper read before the American Electro-chemical 
Society on September 17th, Mr. Wilder D. Bancroft dis- 
cussed, under the title of © Electrolytic Copper Refining,” 
the most economical conditions of current density and tem- 
perature under which the deposition of the copper should 
take place. 

The whole of the arguments are based upon a series of 
Systematic experiments in which the use of four solutions of 
copper sulphate is involved, as follows :— 

Solution A.—16 per cent. Cu SO, 5 H, O and 9 per cent. 
sulphuric acid. | | | 


Solution B.—16 per cent. Cu SO, 5 H,O and 6 per cent. 
gulphuric acid. 

Solution C.—Solution A + 1 : 2,000,000 sodium chloride. 

Solution D.—Solution B + 1 : 2,000,000 sodium chloride. 

A series of experimenta was then made with these solu- 
tions to determine the variation of voltage with that of 
temperature and current density. The temperatures chosen 
were from 20° C. to 90° C. in steps of 10° at a time, and 
the current density from 1:0 ampere per sq. dem. to 4°0 
amperes in steps of 0:5 amperes, so that 224 voltage readings 
were made, which show a steady rise as the current density 
rises and a gradual fall as the temperature increases, showing 
а 5 of 0'044 volt at 1°0 ampere рег sq. dem. and 
90° C. 

The next experiments were to determine the variation of 
current efficiency under similar varying conditions to those 
of the foregoing experiments, the standard being based upon 
a carefully constructed copper voltameter. Two sete of 
figures were here recorded, the cathode deposition efficienc 
and the ratio of the anode loss to the cathode gain whic 
represented the gain in copper of the solution, or the loss in 
free acid, or in other words, the deterioration of the solution. 

The readings of current efficiency varied almost inappreci- 
ably, and were in all cages good, approaching 100 per cent. 
The deterioration of the solution was more apparent at lower 
current densities and higher temperatures. 

From the foregoing results the author goes on to construct 
a third set of tables by calculation, showing the watt-hours 
per gramme of copper deposited under variations of current 
density and temperature and from the four different 
solutions. | 

One of the most important items in electrolytic copper 
refining is the cost of maintaining the electrolytes in the vats 
at operating temperature, and the author next describes the 
results of a series of experimenta instituted to determine the 
loss of heat by radiation from a vat of commercial dimen- 
tions when kept at the different temperatures above described, 
and calculates the amount of power to which this logs 
corresponds. Readings were taken both with ard without 
the tank covered, the cover being found to obviate a very 
considerable loss of heat. 

Having thus obtained all the data from which to calculate 
the cconomical efficiency of copper refining under varying 
conditions, the author proceeds to construct a table of costs 
which is here given :— 


— 


TABLE XII. — Cogr or REFINING TANK OF COPPER. 


Amps. | 


! | | 
KW. hs | Cost Interest 
req. | Temp. | hours to to hou Total 
Pom. deposit. | deposit. | h a | Heat | и Coss 
10 20° 390 | $1°195 COO | $000 | $2:975 | $4-17 
1:0 50° 190 0:601 793 2495 2975 | 540 
10 70° 153 0468 1.550 4755 2975 | 773 
1:0 90° 134 0'411 2.360 | 7:205 2975 | 10°18 
2:0 20° 608 186 000 0:00 1487 | 3:35 
20 | 50° 362 111 396 121 1487 | 270 
2:0 70* 274 0:84 775 2˙38 1487 | 387 
20 90* 233 071 ' 1,180 3:60 1487 | 509 
30 20° 795 243 . 000 0:00 0 99 3:42 
3:0 50* 519 159 2864 0:81 0:99 2 58 
3:0 70? 400 1:22 517 1:58 0:99 2:57 
3:0 90° 341 104 | 787 2:40 0:99 3:39 
4'0 20* | 1,000 3'06 , 000 0 00 074 3-80 
4'0 50° 647 1:98 198 061 0°74 2-72 
40 | 70 | 519 | 159 | 388 | 119 | 074 | 233 
40 | 90° 433 | 133 ! 590 | 180 | 074 | 2°54 


| ! 


The costs have been retained in their original form of 
dollars, as they are only relative, and would not represent 
truly the exact cost under the same conditions in England. 
The cost of heating, or maintaining the vat at the proper 
temperature, is calculated on the basis of electrical energy at 
$20 per horse-power- year. 

The author sums up the results thus obtained, and draws 
conclusions as to what are the most financially economical 
conditions under which to refine copper electrolytically. 
He points out that the most satisfactory resulte are 
obtained at a temperature of 70°. Between 3:5 and 3 75 
amperes per sq. dem. the cost at this temperature falls to 
а minimum, and would be most advantageous, as at this 
current density, and with the tanks covered, no extra power 
would be required to heat the solution, as the current would 
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alone be sufficient to heat the electrolyte to 80°, and would 
allow for radiation and a working temperature of 70°. An 


additional advantage in this current density (3˙5 amperes 


per sq. dom., or 31°5 amperes per 
sq. ft.) would be the reduced size of 
the tanks for the precipitation of a 
given amount of copper in a given 
time, being a considerably higher 
current density than that used in 
European practice of about 14 amperes 
per вд. ft., at a temperature of 50°. 

The author finally recommends, as 
the results of his researches, the 
following conditions :—(1) Covered 
tanks; (2) Current density, 3:5 amperes 
per sq. dem. (81:5 amperes per sq. ft.) ; 
(3) Temperature, 70? C., taking energy 
at $20 per horse-power-year. 

The effect of the sodium chloride 
in solutions C and D seemed to be so 
small as to be almost negligible. The 
introduction of from 1 to 6 per'cent. of 
ferrous sulphate into the copper bath, 
contrary to what is generally stated, 
did not ioterfere in the least with the 
current efficiency of the copper deposit 
nor with its purity ; the deterioration 
of the solution was, moreover, but little affected. These 
latter experiments were condncted with a current density of 
2°0 amperes per sq. dem., and a temperature of 45? C. 


KILROY’S STOKING INDICATOR. 


WHERE one fireman has a number of furnaces to fire, he 
can usually do so without ditficulty, for he soon learns to 
judge the time for firing, and he takes his furnaceos in 


Fid. 1.— REGULATOR. 


As an aid to better and more regular stoking, and to & 
balance of labour in the different stokeholds, a stoking 
indicator has been devised by Mr. W. 1). Kilroy, aud is 


Fic. 9. —INDICATOR.. 
\ é 


made by Mesars. Evershed & Vignoles, Ltd., of Acton Lane, 
Chiswick. In this apparatus an indicator of considerable 
size is placed in each hold, and provided with a loud gong. 
All the indicators are connected to one ceutral mechanism. 
The stokehold indicator carries on its face the words “ fire 
furnace No.—,” and there is an opening in which appears the 
number of the farnace that is to be fired, this figure being 
changed at regular intervals concurrently with a stroke on 
the gong. ' 

As each stroke sounds, and a fresh number appears, the 
stoker proceeds to fire the corresponding furnace. It is 
desirable that each furnace should be plainly numbered in 


QNS NaN 
AA pee 
AS NS 
xd МКО 
ХУ. К 
TINAN QNIDAM УУЛУУ vr ANS СУ ДАС 


22 r 
Qu 


Fic. 3.— ELEVATION AND SECTION OF INDICATOR. 


regalar rotation. In the stokeholds of a large steamer with 
a large number of boilers, and many firemen and farnaces, 
the bilance .of work is difficult to secure between the 
different boilers, and even between the farnaces in one stoke- 
hold with many firemen, often under difficult conditions. 


permanent brass figures. The regulator or timing apparatus 
is converiently placed in the engine room, or otherwise con- 
venient to the engineer in charge, who should also have 
before him a steam gauge in order that he may adjast. tho 
regulator to give suitable intervals, 
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The indicator is shown in fig. 2 as it appears, and in 
fig. 3 its general arrangement is shown. A stout case 
encloses the gong and the movement, which includes an 
electro-magnet, Current being passed round this, опе arma- 
ture is attracted, and strikes the gong, while the other 
causes the number dial to move one figure forward. 
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4, Brake magnet; в, c, Driving magnets; c, Cond^nser ; r, Resistances 
to reduce sparking; s, Switches, a to h, Stepped resistance. 


Fia. 7. 

The regulator, shown externally in fig. 1, and internally in 
figs. 4, 5 and 6, is also electro-magnetic in action. The driv- 
ing force is exerted by one of two magnets upon a soft iron 
armature which, in sw inging under such action, actuates a 
train of wheels driving a plain copper disc which rotates in 
the magnetic field of a second magnet, and is impeded by the 
Foucault currents induced thereby. 


^ 


The two magnete are wound in series, so that the pull of 
one and the braking action of the other may maintain a con- 
stant ratio under possible variation of pressure of the actuat- 
ing current. They are, in fact, self-regulating. There are 
two driving magnets symmetrically placed as regards the 
soft iron armature, but only one is energised at any one time. 


Fia. 5. Fra. 6. 


An automatic switch serves to change over from one to the 
other as the armature moves to the limite of ita swing. The 
swing of the armature and of the copper disc continues во 
long as current is flowing through the apparatus, and the same 
automatic switch makes and breaks the connections of the 
stokehold indicators, which sound the gongs and shift for- 
ward the figures, The break is made gradually with a con- 
denser joined across the gap to check sparking. The 
brake disc revolves in a field which can be varied at will by 
means of a sub- divided shunt resistance, wound with nickel 
wire to compensate by its high temperature coefficient of 
resistance for the temperature coefficient of the copper disc, 
and thus synchronising for changes of temperature. 

By varying the field the speed of the copper disc is varied 
so that the indicator may move at shorter or longer time 
intervals. 

The electric drive is considered simpler than ordinary 
clock mechanism, having few parts and requiring no 
winding up, and as it is variable over a wide range large 
forces are available, thereby enabling adequate switches to 
be employed automatically; at the same time only 0°6 
ampere on an 80-volt circuit is consumed by the apparatus, 
of which 0:2 ampere is used in the regulator and 0:4 ampere 
on eight indicators. 

It is not to be expected that every furnace in а set of 
boilers will burn at the same rate, and even though fired 
regularly at even intervals, some fires may burn away more 
quickly than others. The idiosyncrasies of individual fires 
will, however, soon be learned, and firemen will acoommodate 
с firing to those so as to prodace comparatively uniform 
resulta. 

These are minor troubles, Without some guide to regular 
firing, some of the fires will be omitted in their turn and 
others will become too thick, 

Where a large number of boilers are in several different 
stokeholds, and all are supplying steam to one engine 
department, it is necessary that each stokehold should be 
synchronised with the remainder, This done, and the rate 
of firing regulated for the lot, the work in each hold will be 


i 


é 
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fairly equalised. Though primarily designed for use in the 
Navy, there is no reason why the Kilroy apparatus should 
not be useful in stationary work also, when mechanical 
&okers are not employed. о 

In fig. 7 the electrical connections of the apparatus 
are shown, the circuit switches for four stokeholds being 
shown closed and the other four open. 

The apparatus has been fitted to H.M.S. Hogue, Sullej, 
Implacable and Bacchante, and the results have proved so 
satisfactory that orders have been placed for the fitting of 
10 additional vessels, seven of which are first-class battle- 
ships and the remainder first-class cruisers. 


WOLVERHAMPTON’S FOLLY. 


WirH feelings of relieved regret we learn that Wolver- 
hampton bas committed itself rtterly to the surface contact 
system ; relieved, because we have long been a-weary of the 
eternal wranglinge, and somersaults, and general gymnastic 


displays, of the Council; regret, in that we are confident 


the Council has been ill led, and has put a rod in pickle 
for their electors. 

The Council has published a comparative statement, 
showing estimated capital and annual costs of the overhead 
and Lorain systems ав applied to the new routes. Taking 
the figures as they stand, we find that on the five miles of 
юше now to be constructed, tbe Lorain system involves 
extra capital outlay on permanent way, electrical equipment, 
feeder cables, and cars, to the extent of £7,900 for double 
track wherever possible, and £5,800 for single track with 
реше pacek 

Tbis is equivalent to £1,580 per route mile extra for 
double track, and £1,130 per mile for single track. 

In these times, when every Corporation is feeling acutely 
that it can get money no more readily than private indi- 
viduals or companies, we might be pardoned for thinking 
that the reduction of the capital outlay on any echeme would 
be sounder finance than the undue inflation of it, Watering 
it really is, for it cannot be rightly urged that the revenue 
will be increased by any fruition of the added capital. 
Whether the system is overhead or surface contact, the same 
number of revenue-arning cars would be run, and equal 
revenues would be earned, as there is no greater attraction 
to the travelling public in a car on one system than in a car 
on the other, and, obviously, less return will be made on 
the capital of the more costly system. 

We know already that the cost of running on the over- 
head syetem is admitted to be less than on the contact 
stem, and we gather from the comparative statement that 
the extra is estimated at 55d. per car-mile on double track, 
and ‘48d. per car-mile on single track. Far from the extra 
capital rendering the undertaking more prcductive than it 
would be with the overhead system, it actually lessens the 
productive power by increasing the working expenses, and 
that not by an insignificant thousandth of a penny, but by 
anamount per car-mile that is usually considered sufficient 
to cover the whole maintenance of the сагв. . 

Although the fact is not stated in a way to make ite 
significance sufficiently clear to the lay mird, explanatory 
nctes at the beginning point out that the figures of annual 
expenditure estimated for the overhead system on two routes 
are inclusive of tbe extra current consumption, main- 
tenance and renewals of the skates, magnete, batteries. &c., 
which would be fitted to enable the cars to get to and from 
the existing dej dt. This still further increases the difference 
between the running costs of the two systems. 

Have the people of Wolverhampton realised at any time 
during the controversy that, even when taking the figures 
mæt favourable to the contact system, they are deliberately 
fining themselves heavily, solely in order that а town whicb, 
for the most, part, cannot be termed picturesque, may be spared 
the harrowing sight of poles and wires, such as have been 
accepted readily by some of tbe most beautifnl cities in 
Europe ? 

As we have shown at some length in previous issues, the 
awakening of the ratepayers will be even more bitter than is 
foreshadowed by the official statement of comparative costs, 
for it is not likely that the maintenance costa given in 


all the official estimates have been unfavourable to the 
contact system. | 
A pamphlet by Mr. Ernest White, addressed to the 
constituents of his ward in Wolverhampton, arrives 
opportunely to indicate concisely the history of a struggle in 
which he has been found, together with a few other level 


heads, consistently on the side of economy, inter-communica- 


tion and speedy settlement. Mr. White is one of those 
members of the Tramway Committee who lately resigned 
their positions, as a protest against the folly, of the majority. 

Let us take a glance st Mr. White's pamphlet. In 
February, 1900, the old company was bought out under the 
Act ; but it was not until October that the Council decided 
unanimously to adopt the overhead system for the whole 
undertaking. Seven months after it had been decided to 
reconstruct two routes immediately (May, 1901), and 21 
months after obtaining powers, there was no sign of electric 
traction in the town. Alderman Mander then advocated 
the Lorain system, and bad little diffionlty in arranging to 
have 11 miles of it laid under an agreement, which in the 
sequel has proved of little value to the town. At the end 
of the period of trial a report, with which we dealt at the 
time, was prepared by the electrical engineer, and formed 
subject matter for a three days’ debate. Tbe chairman of 
the committee here moved that although the Lorain Co. had 
not complied with the terms of the agreement, the system 
should be taken over subject to certain renewals. To this 
Mr. White moved an amendment that the system be thrown 
back on to the contractors. This, in fact, meant arbitration, 
and a majority of the Council accepted it. One month later 
this resolution was practically rescinded by a larger majority 
voling that fresh negotiations should be opened with the 
Lorain Co. by means of a sub-committee which was con- 
stituted entirely of mem whose minds were fixed on the 
retention of the contact system. The suggestions of this 
sub-committee were refused by the Council until they had 
been debated in secret, Mr. White says :—'* At this meeting 
there was no printed or written report in the hands of the 
members of the Council, not even & written notice of the 
chairman's resolution, and figures were quoted which 
members had no opportunity of verifying. . . . ’ 

Nevertheless, nobody could have been greatly surprised, 
after so many instances of the collective wisdom of the 
Council, to hear that the most unstable majority on record 
had accepted the system at the company’s price. | 

It only remained, after three years' experimenting and 
palavering, to decide on the nature of the equipmont of the 
remaining routes scheduled, and the Council have capped 
their folly by their last triumphant decision to instal the 
surface contact throughout. 

It is useless to conceal the fact—several of the councillors 
troubled not to conceal it in fnll Council—that the real 
reason for the success of the Lorain Co. lies not in any 
sincere belief in the commercial success of their system, 
except perhaps in the minds of a few of the lower councillors 
who would readily believe that the moon is made of green 
cheese if such a statement were made by a stronger mind 
and supported by figures, but in a nothing less then 
fanatical desire to be freed for ever from the attempta of the 
electric traction undertakings skirting tbe borough to make 
real physical and through connection between the populous 
country about the centre and the centre iteelf. 

The facts that the rates are touching 10s. in tbe £, and 
tbat increases are foreshadowed, that the extra cost of tbe 
Lorain system on the most favourable estimate is to be over 
£5,000 per annum, that certain other recent “ reprcductive " 
enterprises are turning out badly, all went for nothing when 
the majority ran amok, At this time of day, when free 
intercommunication is just as indispeneable to the continued 
vitality of any district as the free circulation of bl od is to 
the life of every part of the body, it would bave reemed 
etrange in auy other buta Wolverhampton paper to read the 
professedly solemn opinion of several “ representatives" «f 
tbe people that too much was being made of the bus rides, 
of the horse-car rides, or of the change of cars which greet 
the traveller who leaves & trolley car outeide the boundary 
with the idea of getting to the heart of the town ; that, in 
fact, *intercommunication" was a bogey cry raised by 
wicked anti-municipalisers, It is very evident, of course, to 
any level-headed person—in which category are to be in- 
cluded the consistent members of the minority on the 


684 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. Vol. 53. No. 1,352, Остовив 23, 1903. 


. Council—that intercommunication involving through run- 
ning of a company’s cars on a corporation's track is by no 
means incompatible with municipal ownersbip, bnt is most 
certainly the soundest policy under the conditions existing 
in and about Wolverhampton, and might be turned to the 
direct financial benefit of the town. | 

The comparative statement mentioned above contains 
an estimate of the annual mileage on the new routes to be 
built. Is there any objection to our multiplying that total 

by 10d. to ascertain what will be the gross receipts? (10d. 
per car-mile used to be below the consideration of the chairman 
of the Tramways Committee.) Is there, further, anyone to 
say that the whole of this paltry 5 miles of route might not 
have been equipped and running on the overhead system by 
the end of 1901, at the outside, if the matter had been in 
capable hands’ From that time to now, and from now 
to the time when the construction should be completed if 
started immediately, gross receipts to the amouut of £30,000 
might have been earned. How much of this sum could be 
credited to net revenue we will leave to the accomplished 
statisticians on the more powerful side of the Council; 
perhaps rather more than the net revenue earned by the 
horse vehicles that have been granted an unwarranted new 
lease of life in death. 

The attitude of the Council towards the question of 
intercommunication is instructive in its simplicity. The 
Council views the subject as one having no connection with 
its own electors, but as a matter of so much gain or logs to 
the outside company solely. It says quite distinctly :—“ We 
have adopted the Lorain system, and we are contented to 
roll our cars about inside our unnatural confines. You are 
mighty anxious to increase your receipts by offering the 
public rides on through care, so, if you will equip your cars 
with an apparatus that costs a lot of money to put on, 
and keeps on costing more money to maintain, we may con- 
sider your running over our tracks—at a price.” 

Wolverhampton offers one of the worst instances of 
unreasoning and relf-destroying company-hatred that is to 
be found at the present time. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903 


Oc moplied expressly for this journal by W. P. Taomrson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, í m Holborn, Loncon, W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


21.318. “Improvements in or relating to electric switch-holders or key 
switches.” С. H. Davits, October 5th. 

21,320. ‘Improvements in apparatus for electric signalling." C. F. Bronin 
and H. A. SCHEPELER. October bth. 

21,388. ''Improvements in or relating to typewriting telegraphs and to type- 
writing apparatus." S. DE STEFANI, October 5th. 

21,344. “Improvements in and connected with storage batteries.“ 
Wane. October 5th. 

21,359. “Improvements in arc lamps for dark lanterns, cinematographs and 
similar apparatus." N. KoHLER. October Sth.” 

91,853. ''Improvements in electric accumulators.” 
October 5th. | 

21,366. “ Improvements in or connected with electric fuses or cut-outs.” J. H. 
MERCADIER. October 5th. 

21,404. "Electricity meter for alternating currents," БтЕМЕКЕ Bros. & Co., 
Lro. (Siemens & Halske, Actien-Geselischaft, Germany.) October 5th. (Com- 
plete.) 

21.4065. Improvements in electricity meters for motors.“ SIEMENS Ввов. 
AND Co., Lro. (Siemens & Halske Actien- Gesellschaft, Germany.) October 
5th. (Complete.) 

21,466. "Improvements relating to electric arc lamps.“ F. JEANNOT and 
F. nk JHA ВЕвмопки. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, September 
12th, 1903, being date of application in France.) October 6th. (Complete.) 

21,403. “ Apparatus for perforating the type bands for automatic telegraph 
transmitting apparatus and the like." SIEMENS Bros. & Co., Lro. (Siemens 
and Halske Aktien-Gesellschaft, Germany.) October 6th. (Couiplete.) 

21,504. “Improvements in electric meters." SoclETE ANONYME DES ATELIERS 
DE MECANIQUE DE PRECISION DE TERRITET. (Date applied lor uoder Patents 
Act, 1901, October 15th, 1902, being date of application in Switzerland.) October 
6th. (Complete.) 

21,611. "Improved means of temporary holding electric light lamps by 
magnet.” L. B. MoLLAN and A. MI. LIN. October 7th. 

21,551. “Improvements in switches for use for electric lighting and power.“ 
K. QuANEY апа W. C. Kirwan., October 7th. 

21,574. “Improvements in apparatus for disinfecting telephones." N. J. 
Tvers, R. H. Ѕмітн, and I. B. HARTLEY. October 7th. (Compiete.) 

21,592. ‘Improvements in primary electric batteries.“ G, ScHaunr. October 
7th. 

21,5. Improved electro-magnetic signalling apparatus," RIT MENS BROS. 
AND Co., Lip. (Siemens & Halske, Aktien-Gesellschaft, Germany.) Ootober 
Tth. ( Complete.) x 

21.596. An improved rheostat.” F. M. Snonr. October 7th. 

21,598. "Improvements in self - replacement inter communication tele- 
phones." F.PirrwxEnRY. October Sth. 

21,009, '' Electro-deposition of metals upon aluminium." J. Creswick and 
H. SHaw, October К, . 

21,628. ''Improvements in accident-preventing or life-saving apparatus for 
electric tramcars and like vehicles.” W. Н. Tavipr, October sth. 


E. J. 


J. E. G. MERAN. 


21.683. Improvements for electric igniting devices for petarde.” F. Hras- 
MANN. October 8th. 

21,687. “Improved electrical alarm - clock.” 
(Complete.) | 

21,652. An improved form of electric accumulator or secondary battery.” 
J. M. DE LA Croix. October 8th. 

21,658. “Improvements in coherers for wireless signalling.’ T. E. CLARK 
and the Tuos. E. CLARK WIRELESS TELEGRAPH-TELEPHONE Co. October Аһ, 
(Complete.) 

21,700. “Improvements in electrical measuring instruments." C. Baez. 
October 8th. (Complete.) 

‚ 21,717. “Improvements in dpparatus to be used in connection with tro.ley 
lines for electrio traction." J. I. Harr. October 9th. 

_ 21,759. “Improvements in telephones, metallic circuit automatio secret 
inter communication instruments.“ E. (i. BRADNAM. October 9th. 

21,779. "Improvements in and relating to electric cells." T. HEFFERNAN. 
October 9th. 

21,791. ‘‘Improvements in the manufacture of filaments for incandescing 
electric lamps.” J. R. Crawrorp. October 9th. 

. 21,830. ‘‘Improvements in or relating to clectric ignition apparatus for 
internal combustion motors and the like." E. W. Lewis. October 10th. 

21,846. ''Improvements in trolleys for electric tramways.” J. N. DAUNCEY. 


H. Peters. October 8th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Coples of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Mesers. W. P. Thompsos 
and Co., 823, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 94. 
(in stampa). 


1902. 


22,028. “Improvements in insulators used for electrically dividing into 
sect:ons trolley wires as used on electric railways.” H. Brecknell, E. M. 
Munro, and Н. 1. Rogers. Dated October 10th. 


22,184. "Improvements in electrical signalling and controlling apparatus. 
chiefly designed for artillery purposes." Iewes & Kirke. (Secret Document 
under бес. 44, Patents, &c., Act, 1833.) Dated October llth. Complete.) 

22 233. Improved electsic heating apparatus.” F. de Mare. 
October 13th. | 

23,219. An improved method of apparatus for the production of bigh 
frequenoy electric currents." R. Scharf. Dated Ootober 13tb. 

34,4214. ‘Improvements in electro-magnetic releasing mechanism for 


Dated 


‘ clecuric switches or out- outs.“ C. M. Dorman and R. A. Smith. Dated October 


l5tb. 

22.551. Improved electrioal signalling system for railways. C. W. Mills 
and W. W. Piddington. Dated October 16th. 

22,188. ''lmprovements iu electrical switches." H. W. Cor. 
October 20th. , 

23,328. “Improvements in sparking plugs for use in connection with the 
electric ignition systems of internal combustion engines." J.8. Foley. Dated 
October 27h. 

28,461. ‘‘ Improvements in magnetic apparatus for the distribution of current 
to electric tramways and railways by road oontact." B. J. B. Mills. (A. Diatto.) 
Dated October 27th. | | 

е "Improvements in electrio arc lamps." Р. Hogner. Dated Octo- 
ber 29th. 

21,031. “Improvements in overhead guards for electric cars." T. T. Hindle. 
Dated November 4th. 

24,083. ''Improvements in and relating to oiling vertical electric motors 
which are worked intermitteotly, as in the case of driving centrifugal machines 
direct by an electric motor." J. W. MacFarlane. Dated November 4th. 

24,128. “Improvements in electric motors, the invention being applicable 
to electric fang." A. B. Holson. Dated November ith. 

25,175. Improvements in and relating to pendant, electrolier, and bracket 
electric switch connections. J. F. Smith. Dated November 17th. 

26,071. ‘Improvements in the manufacture of arc lamp electrodes." R. 
Hopielt. Dated November 26th. 

20,993. Improvements relating to dynamo-electric machines.” ©. Sacerdote. 
Dated November 29th. 

26,967, "Improvements in automatic pressure regulators for electric 
co lectors.” С. de Kando. Dated June 18th. 

27,090. “Improvements in apvaratus for working railway points and signals 
by electric power." F. W. Webb and A. M. Thompson. Dated December 9ib. 

27,657. “Improvements in and relating to arc lamps. T. L. Carbone. 
Dated December 15th. 

97,933. ''Pneumatic device for automatically actuating the starting rheostats 
of electro-motors driving organ-blowing apparatus and for reducing the starting 
load of such motors." К. A. Cousans and L. B. Cousans. Dated Decem- 
ber ISth. 

28,092. ‘Improvements in and relating to arc lamps." 
Dated December 19th. 

2,353. Improvements in electrolysing processes and "Ae J. 
Wetter. (Electrivitats Aktiengesellschaft vorm Schuckert Co.) Dated 
December 23rd. 

28,539. “Improvements in electro-magnets and armatures actuated thereby 
for translating electric current into motion." A. Favarger. Dated Decem- 
ber 24th. 

98,792. ‘Improvements in electric heaters and rheostats." M. C. Krueger. 
Dated December Both 


Dated 


T. L. Carbone. 


1903. 

7,107. “Improvements in electrico drilling machines.” R. Brebach. Dated 
March 27th. 

7,184. “Improvements іп and relating to switching devices for inter-commu- 
nication telephones." E. L. Joseph and G. Gardner. Dated March ih. 

7,530. “Improvements in or connected with means for electrically igniting 
miners’ safety lamps." B. D. Williams. Dated April 186. 

7,697. "Improvements in incandescent electric lamps." К. Drecker. Dated 
April 2nd. 

1 055 “ Improvements in clectric fire alarms.” J. W. Uytenbocaart. Dated 
April 2nd. | 

7,713. '" Improvements relating to electric switching arrangements.“ W. E. 
Evans. (Allgemeine Elcktricitits Gesellschaft, Germany.) Dated April 2nd. 

7,980. "Improvements in self-registering electrically operated sectional 
targets." G. A. Peters. Dated April 6th. 

8,010. “Improvements in and relating to an elcctrio push contact devicc." 
W. G. Heys. (The Richmond Electric Co., U.S.A.) Dated April 7th. 

8,021. “Improvements in induction motors.“ A. L. Cushman. Dated Apri 
Ith. 

8,056. “Improvements in or relating to incandescent electric lamps.“ A. J. 
Boult. (The American Miniature and Decorative Lamp Co., U. S.A.) Dated 
April 7th, 
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No. 1,953. 


THE ACCIDENTS ON THE L. & X. 


RAILWAY. 


THE occurrence of three serious serious accidents in one week in 
one district of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Co.'s 
system, involving loss of life, personal injury, and serious 
damage to property, is another instance to show that 
however safe, comparatively speaking, railway travelling is 
in this country, we are not altogether immune from danger. 

These occurrences will, no doubt, be the subjects of 
inquiry in the ordinary way, and the usual reports of the 
inspecting officers may be looked for in due course, when 
blame for neglect will doubtless beapportioned. It would be 
altogether improper to criticise these occurrences at this 
stage, before a full investigation has been made, but it is 
not out of order to point out that, under the rules for the 
signalling of railways, the combinations of traffic which. 
have resulted in the disasters are not allowable, and that 
railway companies provide, at great expense, apparatus 
which is intended to afford all the information necessary to 
prevent disasters of the character under consideration. 

It must also be remembered that the system of signalling 
in use on railways is one prescribed by an Act of Parlia- 
ment, which conferred on the Board of Trade power to com- 
pel railway companies to provide certain apparatus to ensure 
the safety of traffic; and that the requirements of that 
Department of State in connection with the Act have now 
been formplated for some 11 years. It may be said at once 
that the reqairements are not necessarily of an onerous 
character, and that railway companies, generally, have not 
required the stimulus of compulsion, which from the passing 
of the Act, would seem to have been necessary, to make 
their lines as safe as possible. 

To those who have given attention to the subject the 
causes of similar accidents to the above are obvious. 
The system of working is perfect—so long as it is carried 
out in accordance with the rules laid down; and the 
apparatus provided is adequate—so long as it is duly worked 
and observed. It is the human factor that has, in the 
great majority of cases, been found wanting in the applica- 
tion of the system. Human ingenuity can design and draw 
up rules and regulations which can plainly direct the execu- 
tive under all the multifarious conditions of railway working, 
and so dove-tail them that there is no weak place in the 
composition apparent from inspection. But human falli- 
bility has on scores of occasions rendered all the careful 
preliminary work of no avail, and the results have been 
followed with the usual tediously detailed reports of investi- 
gations—the results of which could be foretold before the 
inquiries commenced—and the usual local recommendations. 

Of what ultimate use are the reporta and recommendations, 
of which there have been such large numbers? Do they 
in the slightest degree diminish the number of accidents ? 
If so, how do we find accidents of the same character con- 
tinually recurring; varying only, in their main cause, in the 
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majority of cases, from neglect on the part of drivers to 
neglect on the part of signalmen ? Is not the trouble too 
deeply seated to be affected by local recommendations? 
Are the requirements formulated by the Board of Trade in 
1892 so full as to meet the conditions which are found to be 
the causes of the great majority of accidents on railways ? 
Are the requirements drawn up as clearly and intelligently as 
they might be, or even as fully as the regulations of the 
companies working to these requirements ; or have they been 
drawn up with so great a regard to the fetish of independent 
initiative, individuality, and want of common action that 


has been so great a characteristic of this country for the last 


half century, as to render them ineffective ? 

Consider the requiremerts of the Board of Trade under 
the Act of 1889 for the mechanical interlocking of points 
and signal levers, and contrast them with those dealing with 
the electrical equipment. Could any contrast be greater? 
In one case we have tue most precise detaila of the resulta to 
be obtained; in the other the vaguest possible statement 
under a heading whichis not applicable. Of the interde- 
pendence between the various portions of the whole equip- 
ment for signalling there is not the faintest recognition in 
the requirements. For all the evidence the regulations 
afford, they might as easily have been drawn up by“ the man 
in the street as by those having expert knowledge of the 
conditions to be met ; and yet these requirements were not 
formulated in advance of the application of the system, but 
followed its introduction at such a respectable interval of 
time as should have afforded ample opportunities to ascertain 
previously unrecognised weaknesses, or defects, from actual 
working. 

All this, of course, goes to show that the Board of Trade 
follows, where, from ita claims to be the guardian of the 
public, it should lead, and notwithstanding the innumerable 
reports embodying the weak points of the system which have 
been submitted by its inspecting officers, it shows no signs of 
апу intention to amend its requirements, 

If supervision of the working of railweys is necessary in 
the interests of the traveller, it should be effective, or it will 
degenerate into an expensive farce. At present the results 
obtained are of a negative character, and it would be better 
to leave the companies to their own devices than to interfere 
in a non-effective fashion— to investigate in order to appor- 
tion blame, or to make suggestions that are obvious to every- 
one afier the occurrence. The railway companies themselves 
are alive to the fact that beyond the destruction of property, 
and the expenses of compensation which serious accidents 
involve, the traffic of a line with a bad reputation will 
inevitably suffer, and they know that it is to their own 
interests to keep the public mind in equanimity on this point. 
For this reason further suggestions by the Board of Trade, to 
meet what are undoubtedly weak points in the general system 
of signalling, would not meet, with so great a resistance from 
the railway companies as might otherwise be expected. The 
present attitude of the Board of "Trade, however, indicates 
too great a fear of the responsibility to be incurred from 
definite recommendations. 


Іх this issue we publish the concluding 
article of a series to which a detailed 
analysis of the recently published accounts 
of the Glasgow Corporation tele hone department has given 


Municipal 
Telephony. 


rise. In view of the figures that result from a proper com- 
parison of the accounts and the statistics of the plant, the 
complacency with which the outcome of the Glasgow tele- 
phone venture is regarded by the majority of the Telephone 
Committee, and of the Town C -uncil itself, ia truly remark- 
able. It seems hardly ciedible that the members of the 
Telephone Committee can be so very uninformed as to the 
real status of the enterprise as they appear to be from the 
Town Council discussions. It is comprehensible that the 
Council, as a body, should fail to appreciate the difference 
between “instruments” and subscribers’ lines, and its 
bearing on She accounts; but what is excusable in the general 
gathering of the Council is quite otherwise in the Committe 
having direct charge of the system. If any attention is 
paid to the periodical reports and statistics which it is the 
duty of such a Committee to receive and examine, the dis- 
tinction betweea lines and instruments is bound to revel 
itself. ö 

As we have shown, it is by citing the total number of 
instruments of all kinds in such a way as to give the im- 
pression that the actual number of subscribers wae meant, 
that such an exaggerated idea of the progress of the Glasgow 
Corporation telephone system is afloat. By this means, too, 
the great difference between the actual capital cost and the 
estimated cost has been kept in the background. This 
difference amounts to over £88,000. That is, on the basis 
of the estimate on which the work was undertaken, the 
7,441 subscribers’ lines existing at May 31st, 1903, should 
have cost a total of £171,515. The actual cost was 
£259,744, or an excess of £88,229 (more than 50 per cent.) 
over the estimated cost. The figures can hardly hare 
revealed themselves in this guise to the Glasgow Telephone 
Committee, or their defiant attitude toward all sensible 
criticism would necessarily have lacked something of its 
stolidity. But now that the facts have been put in their 
true light, we shall be curious to see if success will be 
proclaimed with the same pawky air of Scotch superiority 
as heretofore. 

Eren though a mistake of large dimensions had been 
made in estimating the cost of establishing the business, 
the Glasgow Corporation might still be able to claim a sort 
of succés d’estime had they been able to show conclusively 
that they were able to operate it as cheaply as was estimated. 
Bat the accounts do not show this at all conclusively. A 
“ surplus ” of under £1,700 is screwed out of a full year's 
working by dint of omitting depreciation entirely, and of 
charging to capital expenditure much that should properly 
be charged to expense. A careful consideration of there 
omissions indicates that the accounts, instead of yielding à 
credit balance of £1,700, should show a deficit of over 
£21,000. The omission of depreciation was but to be ex- 
pected, as the alternative would have been to show a heaty 
loss; yet the most elementary prudence would dictate, in 
face of the terms of the licence and of the obsolete character 
of the telephone plant which Glasgow has chosen to con- 
struct, a depreciation fund on most liberal lines. As to the 
charging of expense to capital account, it is not clear from 
the accounts to what amount this has been done, but there 
is primá facie evidence that it has been done to a consider- 
able extent. Indeed, the high capital cost of the system is 
partly accounted for in this way, as every device has been 
resorted to in order to secure cheapness, yet the plant comes 
out at about the price of a really modern system. 

As a matter of plain common-sense fact, the Glasgow 
Corporation is engaged, as far as its telephone system is 
concerned, in an attempt to do the impossible; or, at all 
events, the unprofitable. It is selling for 10s. what costs at 
least 16s. to produce. No system of book-keeping, no шаш- 
pulation of figures, no amount of rhetoric and argument at 
Council meetings can alter the real facts, or for long prevent 
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them from becoming thoroughly well known. As Lincoln 
sid, ^ You may fool all of the people some of the time, you 
may fool some of the people all of the time, but you can’t 
fool all of the people all of the time." The sooner the 
Glasgow Corporation recognises the force of this homely 
aphorism the better. 


ч. i 


A FRIEND hae, during the past week, 
sent us for perusal a specification sent to 
him by & manufacturer, who evidently has accepted from a 
British municipal authority a contract containing the same 
clauses. The specification asks for the supply of three 
15-Н.Р., one 10-H.P., and one 5-H P. direct-current motors, 


Unreasonable 
Demands. 


the necessary starting resistances, a portable drill, small 


power hammer, blowing fan and electrically-driven air com- 
pressor, and asks for detailed prices for each item. The 
terms of payment are 80 per cent. on delivery, and 20 per 
cent, six months after the machines are set to work. This 
may be an indefinite period, for the contractor only delivers 
the material on site, and there is no obligation on anyone to 
see that it is put to work. In giving prices, the contractor 
is asked what discount he can allow, as if the original trade 
allowance had not been swallowed up by the costs of packirg 
and delivery, as well as the risks he must undertake under 
the contract. Disputes are to be subject to the final deci- 
sion of the general manager of the corporation which issues 
the specification, whose awards may be made legally bind- 
ing on the application of either of the parties. The con- 
tractor may not sublet without distinctly giving all particu- 
lars in his tender, or being subject toa fine of £100. He 
must pay Trade Unien rater, or those agreed on as equiva- 
lent thereto by Trade Unions and employers; must either 
deliver by contract date under pain of instant cancellation of 
the order, or withhold delivery for an ind finite time without 
extra charge ; and, as a last resort, be liable for any demands 
which may be made by His Majesty's Factory Inspector. 
Seeing that the contractor is not consulted on this matter, 
it is surely unfair to place any such liability on his shoulders. 
The conditions are hardly creditable to the Corporation 
responsible for their issue, and we thoroughly approve of 


0 friend's decision not to tender to any such unfair con- 
itione. 


THE result of the appeal in the action 
Wilde v. Thompson, which is reported 
elsewhere in our pages, will be welcomed by every lover of 
freedom and justice in technical literature. So little 
importance was attached to the contentions of the appellant 
that Dr. Thompson’s counsel was not even called upon to 
reply to them. It is to be regretted, however, that, in 
spite of the unsuccessful result of this and similar actione, 
the winner gains a Pyrrbic victory, for, even when the 
axailant is ordered to pay the coste of the action, the object 
of his attack is put to very great expense, inconvenience and 
worry. Not only so, but serious misstatements may be put 
forward, which, if unchallenged, may produce totally wrong 
impressions upon the public mind. For example, in the 
present instance, it was stated by the appellant’s counse| 
that the former enjoyed the universal reputation of being the 
inventor of the dynamo; needless to say to a technical 
audience, that the immortal Furaday, the father of electrical 
engineering, clearly enunciated the fundamental principles 
apon which the dynamo is based. Moreover, not only did 
Faraday use steel magnets, but also electro-magnets in these 
researches, thereby completely anticipating his successors in 
this subject. We willingly accord to Dr. Wilde the honour 
which is undoubtedly his dae, of having made great im- 
provements in the practical construction and applications of 
dynamo-electric machines; but we decline to add to his 
fame at the expense of that of Michael Faraday—to say 
nothing of the many other inventors who bore a large 


share in the evolution of the modern dynamo - electric 
generator, 


Vexatious 
Litigation. 


OUR PORTRAIT PLATES. 


Wits this issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEw our readers 
will receive a special supplement comprising portraits of 
200 chief engineers of electricity works of the United 
Kingdom ; a greater number would have been included, had 
it been possible, bot it was only when we had commenced 
the collection of photographs for the purpore that we 
realised the exceeding modesty of our station friends. Some 
pleaded their unwillingness to appear in so public a manner. 
Others were unprovided with photographic portraits of them- 
selves; whether the deficiency was due to the excessive 
demand for such on the part of their feminine acquaint- 
ances, or to other causes, was not usually stated. One 
engineer stated that he had not been photographed since he 
was five years old, and he did not suppose his portrait at 
that age would be of interest to our readers; but we are 
disposed to think that, on the contrary, they would have 
been keenly interested! Another, in forwarding his photo- 
graph, remarked that he would be glad to see all his brother 
engineers hanging in his office—but kindly added, in por- 
trait form ! 

The photographs commenced arriving in Jute, and were 
still coming in up to the middle of September. We offer 
our thanks to all who have favoured us with their 
assistance, and our regret that we have been obliged to keep 
them waiting so long. While the utmost care has been 
taken in order to append the correct name to every portrait, 
во many photographs came to hand without either name or 
address attached, that we frequently experienced great diffi- 
culty in their identification; we sincerely trust that our 
efforts to ensure accuracy will be found successful. 

No attempt whatever has been made to classify the por- 
traits: we therefore append an alphabetical index, giving 
after each name the number of the plate, followed by that 
5 y line in which the corresponding portrait will be 

ound. 


Acland, R. L. (I. 2) Gamlen, R. L. (II. 4) Pilling, J. (II. 7) 


Appelbee, N. (I. 5) Gay, A. (II. 8) Pinkerton, H. W. (I. 9) 
Atchison, C. C. (II. 4) Gibson, 8. C. (I. 8) Poulton, F. G. (II. 9) 
Bache, W. J. (I. 6) Gray, H. (I. 3) Proctor, H.  Faralay 


Banister, A. N. (I. 2) 
Barber, A. E. (II. 2) 
Batty, F. R. (I. 6) 
Bell, J. A. (If. 1) 
Bentley, C. W. (II. 2) 
Bird, A. G. (I. 5) 
Birkett, R. (I. 8) 
Blackman, A. (II. 1) 
Blaikie, J. R. (II. 8) 
Blake, A. W. (II. 1) 
Blascheck, C. A. (I. 2) 
Bolton, W. F. (II. 2) 
Boot, H. L. P. (1I. 8) 
Boyd, W. (1I. 4) 
Brandreth, W. E. (I. 7) 
Britton, S. E. (I. 10) 
Bruce, G. A. (II. 10) 
Bryant, G. (I. 3) 
Brydges, J. K. (I. 10) 
Bulfin, I. (I. 4) 
Burbridge, J. (II. 7) 
Burnet, C. D. (I. 4) 
Caldwell, H. C. (II. 10) 
Campion, R. H. (II. 4) 
Carter, G. H. (I. 8) 


Griffin, J. G. (II. 4) 
Grimsdale, W. H. (I. 1) 
Hadfield, J. W. (I. 6) 
Hanning, F. 8. (1. б) 
Hansom, О. (I. 10) 
Hanson, A. С. (I. 1) 
Harrison, H. (I. 7) 
Heath, G. E. (I. 9) 
Hedgeock, A. J. (I. 5) 
Hesketh, T. (II. 1) 
Hewlett, E. F. J. H. (II. 9) 
Highfield, J. S. (I. 10) 
Hill, J. G. (I. 9) 
Hoadley, E. E. (II. 4) 
Holden, F. G. (I. 3) 
Horsfall, W. M. (I. 4) 
Hunter, W. D. (II. 2) 
Ingram, E. L. (I. 4) 
Jackson, G. H. (I. 7) 
Jensen, W. (II. 7) 
Johnston, C. M. (II. 1) 
Jones, F. W. E. (I. 1) 
Jones, H. (II. 3) 
Jones, J. F. (I. 2) 


(II. 9) 
Raine, A. D. (II. 5) 
Richardson, Н. (II. 19) 
Rider, J. H. (II. 6) 
Ridley, E. (I. 1) 
Robertson, J. A. (II. 5) 
Robins, F. J. (II. 1) 
Robinson, L. L. (II. 10) 
Rogerson, W. M. (I. 2) 
Russell, C. N. (II. 7) 
Rutherford, A. P. (I. 2) 
Rye, A. N. (II. 5) 
Salter, J. R. (II. 8) 
Salter, G. (I. 1) 
Schofield, 8. D. (II. 5) 
Schultz, G. (IT. 5) 
Scott, J. G. (II. 8) 
Seabrook, A. H. (II. 4) 
Senior, J. (I. 4) 
Shaw, A. H. (I. 7) 
Shaw, J. (I. 10) 
Sheardown, P. 8. (II. 9) 
Sillery, W. (1. 3) 
Simpson, F. A. (II. 8) 
Bisson, W. H. (I. 6) 


Carter, A. J. H. (II. 8) 
Cawthra, J. H. (I. 9) 
Chamen, W. A. (II. 10) 
Charlton, G. (II. 9) 
Chattock, R. A. (I. 3) 
Christie, J. (I. 5) 


Clothier, T. D. (II. 1) 
Colebrooke, W. H. 
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Cooke, W. H. (II. 8) 
Cooper, A. T. (II. 1) 
Cooper, A. G. (I. 9) 
Cottam, G. H. (II. 8) 
Cowell, C. A. (I. 10) 
Crook, R. M. (I. 9) 
Cross, E. (1I. 6) 
Crowther, J. P. (I. 8) 
Davis, A. L. (II. 8) 
Day, A. A. (I. 3) 
Dickinson, H. (IT. 2) 
Dixon, Н. (II. 9) 
Dobson, S. T. (IT. 8) 
Downe, R. 8. (I. 5) 
Duesbury, T. (I. 8) 
Edgcombe, J. E. (II. 6) 
Ellis, A. (1I. 8) 

Ellis, J. E. (II. 6) 
Endean, J. W. (I. 6) 
Farrow, A. E. (I. 9) 
Fedden, S. E. (II. 5) 
Fell, A. L. C. (I. 1) 
Foster, H. F. (I. 2) 
Francis, F. H. (II. 5) 
Francis, O. F. (I. 6) 
French, A. H. (II. 9) 
Fuller, A. J. (II. 3) 


King, L. H. (I. 4) 
Kinghorn, D. M. (I. 1) 
Knight, J. D. (I. 7) 
Lambert, J. (1:8) 


i Langford, W. (II. 8) 


Lee, A. E. (II. 8) 
Leech, S. G. (I. 10) 
Leeming, W. J. (I. 7) 
Le Rossignol, A. E. (I. 8) 
Lironi, V. G. (I. 2) 
Lunn, J. R. P. (I. 1) 
M'Cowen, V. A. H. (II. 1) 
МеНаће, Н. G. (I. 1) 
Melnnes, C. F. (I. 6) 
McLean, J. G. (II. 2) 
MeMahon, J. (I. 8) 
Me Mahon, P. V. (1I. 7) 
Marshall, R. (I. 7) 
Marshall-Harriss, G. (I. 5) 
Maxwell, H. B. (II. 2) 
Meteger, G. F. (I. 9) 
Milns, W. E. (I. 5) 
Milton, C. O. (I. 5) 
Montgomery, C. R. 
Munro, H. D. (II. 5) 
Nulder, H. H. (I. 7) 
Purkinson, C. F. (II. 2) 
Partington, T. (I. 8) 
Partridge, G. W. (II. 5) 
IT. 6) 


(I. 5) 


Perry, J. (I. 4) 
Pickersgill, A. (I. 9) 
Pilcher, O. A. (I. 4) 
Pilditch, G. F. (II. 4) 


Smith, C. B. (II. 2) 
Smith, G. E. (I. 8) 
Sinith, J. J. (II. 6) 
Smyth, J. M. (II. 1) 
Sinyth, M. G. (IT. 10) 
Snell, J. F. C. (1I. 7) = 
Spenser-Yates, R.G. (I. 8) 
Sprunt, Н. УУ. (11. 10) 
Staniland, N. (II. 3) 
Stiven, E. B. (I. 2) 
Storey, P. (II. 9) 
Sutherland, C. J. (I. 6) 
Taite, С. D. (1. 2) 
Talbot, Н. (1. 10) 
Tapper, W. C. P. (II. 7) 
'Taylor, H. M. (I. 8) 
Tester, W. A. (II. 2) 
Thomas, H. N. (II. 8) 
Thornhill, E. B. (II. 
Tomlinson-Lee, H. 
Tudman, A. R. (II. 6) 
Turnbull, C. (II. 8) 
Tweedy, R. N. (II. 8) 
Tyson, T. (II. 6) 
Ullmann, W. C. (1. 7) 
Vaudrey, J. C. (1I. 3) 
Vincent, W. H. (I. 10 
Waterland, A. J. C. 
(1I. 10) 
Watts, H. W. (I. 7) 
Watts, P. J. (II. 10) 
Warburton, H. N. (II. 10 
Whieldon, A. W. (II. 5) 
White, P. F. (II. 4) 
Wilkes, A. (I. 5) 
Wilkinson, F. A. (I. 8 
Wilkinson, G. (I. 4) 
W yid, W. (II. 7) 
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ALTERNATING CURRENT GENERATORS 
AT PRESTON. 


THE direct current type of generator which Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co. have supplied to many of the lighting and tram- 
way authorities in this country and abroad has been com- 
monly accepted as one embodying the highest skill in 
design and success in manufacture. 

With the rapid development of three-phase plant for 
lighting, railway and power work, it was natural that the 
great facilities which the Preston Works possess for the 
manufacture of the largest machines should be directed to 
this class of generator, and during the past 18 months some 
very important machines have been under construction. 


For a long period it was a standing reproach to British 


enterprise that engineers of English 
tramway and lighting systems should 
be compelled to obtain their alter- 
nating machinery from abroad. What- 
ever may have been the reason for 
the stationary position of English 
manufacturers, there is now, except on 
a question of price, no longer any 
necessity for purchasers to go either to 
the Continent or to the United States. 
To whatever purpose the machines are 
to be applied, whether for transmission, 
for tramways, for railways, or for col- 
lieries and works, the requirements can 
be adequately met by home manu- 
facturers. 

Thongh starting comparatively late in 
the manufacture of polyphase machinery, 
English shops have not been entire losers, 
for, by a process of selection, they have 
been able to avoid many features of 
design which did not epecially commend 
themselves to English engineers, In 
other words, it has been possible, by 
utilising the experience of foreign manu- 
facturers, to adapt and adopt designs 
which are more suitable for home con- 
ditions, and in consequence therefore it 
may be claimed for English productions 
that they will be free from many of the 
objections inseparable from foreign 
made machines. 

In addition to having carried out some 
important developments in alternating 
current practice, Messrs. Dick, Kerr and 
Co.’s works are engaged in manufacturing 
other special apparatus. High pressure 
switch-gear now ranks among their 
productions, and motors, direct current 
and alternating, for power purposes, with 
the necessary controlling mechanism, 
have become part of the standard 
machinery turned out at Preston. This 


extension into lighting and power work has necessitated . 


some important additions to the works, a new bay some 
450 ft. long and 60 ft. wide having been recently 
completed. | 

Among the orders for polyphase plant which Dick, Kerr 
& Co. are completing may be mentioned the follo sing :— 


London County Council Two 1, 500-Kw. (alternating). 


Ditto Twelve motor-generators, each of 300 Kw. 
Ditto Three ii 5 50 Kw. 
Horndean Tramways ... Two motor-generators... each of 200 Kw. 
Portsmouth Corporation Two motor-generators... each of 200 Kw. 
Onealternator ... ... ... 300 Kw. 
Bydney „4 Two alternators ... ... ... 600 Kw. 
Six motor-alternators... ... ...300 kw. 
Staly bridge . Three alternators... ... each of 500 kw. 
Malvern... ... ... ... Two alternators ... ... each of 100 Kw. 
Fulham .. One alternator . . 600 Kw. 
Osaka One alternator ... . . 210 Kw. 
Durban .. ... .. ... Onealternator ... ... 500 xw. 
Lakefield Portland Ce- f One alternator ... 1,000 Kw. 
ment Co., Ontario. One alternator ... . . 450 Kw. 
Shawinigan Water and 
Power Co. Montreal... One alternator ... 3,750 Kw. 


Metropolitan Electric 


Supply Corporation... Eight motor-alternators, each of 500 Kw. 


And amongst othera may be mentioned complete plant 
comprising generators and sub-station machinery for the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, Leeds and Waketield 
Light Railway, and Tokio Electric Tramways. — 4 

In the design of polyphase alternators, due regard must be 
paid to the purpose for which they are to be used, and though 
the variations necessary to meet such special circumstances are 
only of & minor character, they affect to a considerable extent 
the performance of the machines under working conditions. 
It is the adequate meeting of such conditions which deter- 
mines the success of a design. In general, however, the 
following description covers the main features of the Preston 
alternator :— - " 40 

The rotor spider is made of cast-iron, and is of strong 
design, the hub being provided with a flange for bolting to 
the engine fly-wheel. It is invariably pressed on to the 
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Dick, KERR STANDARD 1, 500. Kw. THRER-PHASE ALTERNATOR. 


shaft by hydraulic pressure, and then keyed in place. On 
the spider rim, dove-tailed laminations are fixed by means of 
machined bolts and cast-iron flanges, the pole-pieces being 
then bolted on. The laminations are built up in such a way 
that ample spaces are provided at defined positions, the 
number and size of ventilating epaces being dependent on the 
width of the stator. 

The pole-pieces are made of laminated steel, held together 
between two cast-steel end-plates of strong construction. 
The upper part is constructed of T shape in order to securely 
hold the field coils in position. The lower part of the pole- 
piece is dove-tailed for fixing on the rim of the rotor, it 
being then held in position by means of keys. The removal 
of field coils is effected by sliding the pole-piece from the 
dove-tailed groove parallel to the shaft without disturbing 
any other part of the machine, such an arrangement being 
of extreme convenience, not only when it is necessary to 
remove a field coil, but also for the removal of a stator coil. 
It should be added that the design and shape of the pole- 
pieces give a distribution of lines of forces in the air-gap 
calculated to produce an approximately sinusoidal wave of 
E.M.F. 
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In the winding of the field coils, it is obviously a 
mechanical advantage to use edge-wound strip, so whenever 
the excitation voltage permits, the field coils are wound with 


600-kw. Two PHASE STEAM ALTERNATOR, FULHAM. 


a single layer of copper strip on edge, insulated between 
the turns by means of specially prepared fibrous material. 
The external surface of the windings is left practically bare, 
being protected merely by insulating varnish, which allows & 
rapid radiation of heat. In its assembled form, the general 
appearance of the rotor is shown in the figure on p. 690. 
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of the stator relative to the rotating field. The general 
construction of the stator frame is shown in the illustrations 
on the following page. 

The frame is made of high-grade cast-iron, and is 
designed to allow complete ventilation of the laminations 
and at the same time to secure rigidity of the frame. 

The core is made up of thoroughly anrealed soft iron 
laminations, the individual laminations being well insulated 
from each other, to minimise eddy current losses. The 
laminations are held in position in the frame by шеапв of 
machined bolts. | 

The winding is formed of separate coils, thoroughly 
insulated, having great rigidity, and a well-defined 
mechanical shape. The coils are former-wound, embedded 
in rectangular slots, and held in position by wooden wédges. 
and can be easily and quickly replaced. The upper and 
lower halves of a machine are shown on p. 690, with some 
of the assembled coils in position. 

The connections between the stator coils are made by 
means of highly iusulated cables, and are easy to trace. 

The coils are protected outside the laminations by means 
of a cast-iron shield, in sections, bolted to the frame and 
easily removable. This shield is perforated, and does not 
interfere with the ventilation of the stator winding. 

The collector is composed of rings of suitable metal, fixed 
to the shaft next to the rotor by means of a spider and 
insulated pins, ample provision being made for free air 
circulation round the same. 

The brushes are made of carbon, of ample surface, нге in 
duplicate, and can be set and replaced while the machine is 
running. The brush-holders are so constructed that the 
current will not pass through moving jointe or tension 
springs, and will allow for tension adjustment. 

The operation of testing completed alternators is of the 


. utmost importance, and every machine is subjected to the 


severest tests before leaving the works. If a generator 
passes the high pressure test which is always imposed on 
the coils, it is extremely unlikely to break down after 
erection, because the humidity of the atmosphere in the 
neighbourhood of the works is so marked; while this is a 
condition extremely suitable for the staple industry of the 


Dick, Kerr 3, 750-Kw. THRBE-PHASE ALTERNATOR FOR SHAWINIGAN FALLS, OANADA. 


The stator frame, even in the largest type, is built in 
two halves, which are securely bolted together by means 
of finished bolts. The lower half of the frame is provided 
with feet, which rest upon the foundation bed-plate. In the 
larger machines the lower part of the under-frame is pro- 
vided with а special screw for vertical and horizontal centring 


district, viz., cotton spinning, it means that very high 


insulation is necessary to meet the rigid testa. 

Of the two machines specially inspected on the occasion 
of a recent visit to Preston, in which we took part, 
one is а standard 1,500-Kw. three-phase alternator, which 
is illustrated on p. 688, and із intended for railway 


E 


690 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 53. No. 1,353, Оотовав 30, 1905. 


working; the machine is t. be coupled to a horizontal 
engine, by Messrs. Yates & Thom, and gives its full output 
at 6,600 volts and 25 cycles per 
second. The second is a two-phase 
generator of a capacity of 3,750 KW., 
and has been constructed for the 
Shawinigan Falls Power Co., Canada. 
It is to be coupled to an Escher-Wyss 
turbine, running at 180 revolutions per 
minute, the frequency being 80 and the 
voltage 2,200. Quite a number of 
machines have been built at Preston 
for export to Canada, where competition 
with the United States is exception- 


ally difficult. This points to the 
possibility of business being secured 
under a favourable tariff, and it 


establishes once for all the fact that 
confidence has been renewed in English 
electrical machinery. Not only are 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr «: Co. sending ma- 
chines to Canada, but the ramifications 
of their business are enabling them to 
secure extensive orders for electrical 
machinery in Australia, Japan, South 
Africa, India, and other places 
abroad. 

It remains to be added that the 
alter ators have been constructed to the 
desir us of Mr. A. P. Zani, who, possessing 
uni ue experience in alternator design 
gainel both in the States and on the 
Continent, has been enabled to improve and modify in the 
direction of sound mechanical design and efficiency of pei- 
formance. Mr. Zaui, it should be stated, has the cə- 
operation of a very able staff of engineers, who possess 
exceptional ability and knowledge of polyphase work. 


Zier Kev 
2 


THE RAMSGATE TRAM CAR ACCIDENT. 
Board oF Traps REPORT. 


LiguT.CoL. Vox Donop has issued his repor on the accident 
which occurred on August 12th, at Ramsgate, o': the system of the 
Isle of Thanet Light Railways Oo. A report of tao inquiry appeared 
in the ELECTRICAL Review for August 28tn, page 333. After 
briefly describing the lina and the occurrence be comes to the fol- 
lowing conclusion :— 

"Driver Collins's evidence was to the effect that he had his car 
well under control until he had nearly reached the bottom of the 
Bteep gradient, when the car seemed to shoot away and he lost con- 
trol of it. He stated that ne applied all his brakes and reversed his 


1,500-kw. ALTERNATORS FOR THE LONDON County COUNCIL. 


" As regards the state of the rails it is quite probable that they 
were in a greasy condition, but, as it had only just commenced to 
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rain, Collins should have been prepared for this being the 
case. 

“ As regards the alleged failure of the sanding arrangements, 
Collins admits that they were acting efficiently up to the moment 
before the run-away oocurred. The sand-hopper was i 
after the accident, there was still sand in it, and the valve which 
released the sand was found to be working correctly. There is no 
evidence therefore to confirm Collins's view that the sanding 
arrangements failed. 

* As regards the fact of the reversed current having had no effect 
in stopping the car, this is accounted for by the fact that the trolley 
bad at that time left the wire, though at the moment Collins was 
quite unaware of this fact. Е 

" But the apparent failure of the brakes is not so readily 
explained. 

* The hand brake and the rheostatic brakes in use on these cars 
are of the usual type but the track brake is of a novel design, which 
Ido not think is in use on any other tramcars in the United 
Kingdom. It is a form which, it is understood, was designed by 
Mr. Humphries, the resident engineer and manager of the company, 
and was fitted to the bogie cars on these lines in acoordance 
with the instructions of his directors. 

“It consists of two steel skates, one of which is fixed in front of 
one of the large wheels at either end of the car. The two skates 
work independently of each other, each being applied from the 
platform at that end of the car near which it is fixed. When 
released, the skate is pressed by a spring between the wheel and 


CARCASE or STATOR. 


current, but without any effect; he accordingly released all his 
brakes and shouted to the conductor to apply the brakes at his end 
of the car, but the conductor was unable to do so before the colli- 
sion occurred. The car was therefore at the time of the collision 
running freely down a gradiznt of 1 in 30. 

Collins attributed his losing control ої the car to the fact of the 
Aere eue. кену and to his sanding arzange ments having suddenly 

nile act. 


PARTLWYW Wound STATOR. 


CoMPLETE ROTOR on TEMPORARY SHA. 


the track, the spring tending to force the skate under the wheel, and 
thus bring the weight carried by that wheel on to the skate. 

“ This brake was primarily designed to prevent cars from running 
back. With this object, the conductor at the rear end of acar 
releases the skate at his end before commencing to ascend a pE 
gradient; the skate accordingly slides in behind the big wheel, 
if that wheel should commence to revolve in the backward direction, 
the weight would immediately come on to the skate, and the speed 
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would be at once checked. This brake appears to be an exceedingly 
effective way of checking cars when running back, and the company 
inform me that they have found it very efficient for that purpose. 

" But it is further claimed for this brake that it equally 
effective in preventing cars from running away in the forward 
direction. In this case the brake has to be applied by the driver. 
The skate slides in in front of one of the big wheels et the leading 
end of the car, and if that wheel be revolving in the forward 
direction, the weight immediately comes on to the skate, and the 
speed of the car is at once considerably checked. The brake is 
undoubtedly a powerful one, and if the wheel is revolving at all 
fast, the car is brought up with a considerable jerk. 

" But an undoubted defect connected with this brake is that it is 
impracticable to apply it on the level before commencing to descend 
a steep gradient; for, when once it is applied, the wheel skids, and 
it would then not be safe to apply current to start the car; it is not, 
therefore, available for easing a car down a steep gradient, as is 
done with the usual form of slipper brake, and the company inform 
me that it is never used in that manner. As far as forward running 
is concerned, it is only available as an emergency brake to check 
the speed of the car when it has got out of the control of the other 
brakes. | 

“A further defect appears to be that unless the wheel in front 
of which the skate is applied is revolving, the spring will not 
suffice to force the skate under it; if, therefore, the wheel is 
skidding, the brake does not come into action, or at all events only 
partially so. 

“It. is admitted, therefore, that the car which ran away on this 
occasion started to descend the 1 in 1° gradient without any slipper 
brake being applied to it. It is probable that the driver's loss of 
control was primarily due to his running too fast down this portion, 
and then to his applying the hand and rheostatic brakes injudici- 
ously, thereby causing the wheels to skid. Collins seems then to 
have entirely lost his head, as, instead of releasing his hand brake 
and applying his rheostatic brake fully, he released the latter, 
which, if the wheels were skidding, could not have been acting at 
all, and he then applied it again. Finally, as he was unable to 
check the car with the hand and rheostatic brakes, he removed both 
brakes, allowing his car to run free, and shouted to the conductor to 
apply the brskes at the rear end of thé car; before, however, the 
conductor was able to do this the collision occurred. 

" Collins states that after shouting to the conductor he reversed 
his current, and applied his track brake, but that that brake also 
failed to have any effect. It seems, however, to be very doubtful 
whether Collins ever did apply the track brake at all ; it appears to 
have been in good order, and, if Collins's statement is correct, the 
wheels of the car were revolving quite freely at the time at which 
he tried it, so that there was nothing to prevent its coming into 
cction at once. It ія difficult, therefore, to understand why it 
should have had no effect at all and it should undoubtedly have 
piven the car a very severe jerk, which apparently it did not do. 
16 is admitted that this track brake is very rarely used, except in 
running up gradients and I am inclined to think that the drivers 
regard it as being provided solely for that purpose, and that Collins 
never thought of applying it on this occasion. 

" Collins, by his account, manipulated his brakes in a most un- 
tkilful way, and it is to his want of skill that this accident must be 
to в great extent attributed. He has had considerable training at 
the work, but both his action and his evidence showed that he did 
not know how to make the best use of his brakes, and that he did 
Lot understand the working of the rheostatic brake. 

" It was, however, specially with the view of preventing drivers 
from losing control of their cars that Major Pringle, in his report 
of October 12th, 1901, recommended the provision of slipper brakes, 
so that these might be applied before commencing to descend steep 
gradients. The 40 four-wheel cars belonging to the company have, 
15 is stated, all been equipped with slipper brakes, which can be 
used in that manner, and since this was done there have, it is 
understood, been no cases of run-aways with those cars. But the 
brakes fitted to the 20 eight-wheel cara belonging to the company 
cannot be so applied, and it is to this defect that this accident must 
also be attributed. 

“ Until the company has fitted these eight-wheel cars with slipper 
brakes, which can be applied before the car starts to descend a 
tteep gradient, I do not consider that Major Pringle's recommenda- 
tion has been properly carried out. 

" The company point out that the provision of such brakes is & 
matter of great difficulty, on account of the arrangement of the 
wheels on these eight-wheel cars. This may be во, but the problem 
must be faced, or the use of these cars be discontinued. 

“ The occurrence of this accident pointe, I consider, to the 
Cesirability of a compulsory stop being made in Bellevue Road at 
Albion Street on the descending journey, and that drivers should 
be instructed to apply their slipper brakes before commencing to 
descend this gradient." 


SOME NOTES ON STEAM TURBO-ELECTRIC 
GENERATING PLANTS. 


By GEO. WILKINSON, Member. 


-T is becoming generally recognised that where condensing water 
is available the steam turbo-generator has to-day established a 


FF 
Abstract of paper read before the Leeds Local Section of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, October 22nd, 1903. 


record for reliability, efficiency and durability, which constitutes it 
a formidable rival to all generating plant in which reciprocating 
engines are employed, be they slow, medium or high ү Бали Оп 
April 23rd, 1884, the Hon. Charles A. Parsons filed his first appli- 
cations for letters patent for turbine engines; one of these patents 
is entitled "Improvements in rotary motors actuated by elastic 
fluid pressure, &c.,” and the specification sets forth many of the 
essential details to the construction of a successful and economical 
turbine engine. | 

Mr. Parsons’ original patent rights having expired, the way has been 
opened for the manufacture of steam turbines by other engineers, . 
and already such eminent firms as Messrs. Willans & Robinson, 
the Brush Electrical Engineering Co., the Westinghouse Co., and 
the British Thomson-Houston Co., have commenced to manufacture 
steam turbo-electric generators, while Messrs. Greenwood and 
Batley, of this city, have for years made and supplied turbo- 
generators of the De Laval type. i 
a The De Laval Turbine. In the modern construction of the De Laval 
type the steam is blown divergent from stationary nozzles, where 
expansion takes place, against vanes or buckets fixed in the circum- 
ference of a wheel, and the steam thus impinging on the vanes 
drives the wheel round and causes it to rotate at high velocity. 
There is only one row of buckets or vanes on the wheel, upon which 
the steam delivers most of its energy, and is afterwards exhausted 
either to the atmosphere or to a condenser in the ordinary way. 

The steam nozzles are placed in very close proximity to the vanes 
of the turbine wheel, the clearance being only 2 mm., and con- 
sequently there is practically no loss of velocity between the steam 
jets leaving the nozzles and entering the vanes of the turbine wheel. 
The peripheral velocity of the wheel in the largest De Laval 
turbines does not exceed 1,380 ft. per second, while steam expanded 
from 150 lbs. pressure into a 28 in. vacuum can attain a velocity of 
over 4,000 ft. per second; thus the wheel falls far short of the 
theoretically economical speed. 

The turbine wheel is adapted by an ingenious construction and 
method of suspension to operate at a very high peripheral velocity, 
and the speed is reduced and made available for dynamo driving 
by very ectly made spiral cut gears, which effect a ten to one 
speed reduction. The dynamo armature is direct coupled to the 
gear wheel shaft of the turbine. The larger sizes of turbine dynamos 
have two armatures, so as to obtain a better distribution and balance 
in the turning effort ; two sets of field magnets are provided and 
the armatures can be coupled either parallel or in series, or the 
machines can work direct on & three-wire system of distribution. 

The speed is maintained constant by an exceedingly ingenious 
and compact icentrifugal governor, mounted on the slower running 
gear wheel, which controls a double seated valve on the steam 
admission. ` 

The following tables show the high efficiency obtained with the 
De Laval generators ; they are, however, made up to 300 H.P. only, 
which is too small a unit for most public electricity supply stations, 
and so far as I am aware only direct current generators are supplied 
with these turbines. 


TABLE I. 
Results of Tests with De Laval Steam T'urbo-Generators at Different 
Loads, 
Pressure of Vacuum . 
Turbine pu ое 39 85 о Кош d Remarks. 
machine. Lbs. per me E ury. OPen. kW.-hour. 
Bq. in. Е 
50-H.P. tur- 7 
і - r 
bine dy- |) i15 | з | 6 | 87 | azs || Work fo 
namo. | 187 | 372 condeneing 
Test made in 93 9 263 E included. 
April, 1895. 
. Lbs. 
EAE. 
150-H.P. tur- \ B. H. P. [B. H. P. DI. , 
bine dy- | 1138 | 264 | 7 |1630 |*17-6 ae 
namo, - 1138 262 5 (1145 | 17:9 not 
Trial made in 1124 21:0 3 641 190 included 
Nov., 1897. | І 
soup. tar- || 1966 | 2698 | 8 [337-45] 15°68 (| Work tor 
diio 4 | 195'0 | 27°24 6 |2491]| 15:92 ||condensing 
T at made in 1250 | 2762 | 4 |1627 | 1625 not 
est made іш || 1959 | 2816| 2 | 735 | 1800 | included. 
June, 1900. 


— — — — 


* То get approximate lbs. of steam per xw.-hour, multiply by 10 and divide 
by 6. 


The Parsons Turbine.—This turbine, which is by far the most 
important and extensively used at the present day, is of the 
parallel flow type. The turbine motor consists of a cylindrical case 
with rings of inwardly projecting vanes, within which revolves а 
concentric shaft carrying rings of outwardly projecting vanes. The 
rings of vanes on the case nearly touch the shaft, and the rings of 
vanes on the revolving shaft lie between those on the case and 
nearly touch the case. | 

The steam passes first through a ring of fixed guide vanes, and is 
projected in a rotational direction upon the succeeding ring of 
moving vanes, imparting to them a rotational force ; it is then thrown 
back upon the succeeding fixed ring of guide vanes and the 
reaction upon the next ring of moving vanes increases the rotational 
force. 

The same process takes place at ench of the su ccessive rings of 
guide and moving vanes. 
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The energy to give the steam its high rotational velocity in each 
successive ring is supplied by the drop in pressure, aud the віва 
expands gradually by small incrementa. 

Inthe earlier types the steam was taken in at the centre of the 
fixed cylinder and operated on successive fixed and moving vanes, 
both right and left, exhausting at each end of the fixed cylindrical 
chamber, thus obtaining an approximate balance and little or no 
end thrust on the bearings; in the later designs the steam flows 
and operates upon fixed and moving vanes, in one direction only; 
the diameter of the fixed and revolving vanes are usually increased 
at least twice, and the three chambers thus formed are generally 
designated the high pressure, intermediate, and low-pressure 
cylinders. 

To balance the end thrust imparted to the shaft by the steam 
operating upon the moving vanes, grooved pistons or dummies are 
used which rotate within corresponding seatings; the diameters of 
these pistons correspond with the diameters of the working cylinders, 
and a passage connects each тота cylinder to the back of its 
corresponding balancing piston, and thus the end thrust is neu- 
tralised. The balance pistons also act as a practically steam-tight 
joint, since the clearance between the grooves can be adjusted longi- 
tudinally by a thrust block in the end bearing. 

In order that the turbine shaft may set itself accurately in the 
centre of gravity, the bearings are constructed of a number of con- 
centric loose fitting sleeves immersed in oil in such a manner that 
any transverse movement of the shaft is resisted by the fluid fric- 
tion of thethin films of oil which have to be squeezed from the 
parts where the tubes are pressed against each other, thus the 
flexibility of the bearings is sufficient to compensate for any slight 
variation between the centre of the revolving cylinder and its true 
centre of gravity. 

The armature of the electric generator is directly coupled to the 
turbo shaft by means of a steel sleeve; the shaft also carries a worm 
which drives a worm wheel, which in turn operates the lubricating 
oil force pump, and also the steam admission governor, by means of 
an eccentric or cam; when necessary the condenser air and circu- 
lating pumps are driven also from this slow running worm wheel. 

The governing of the machine is as follows :—Steam is admitted 
to the turbine in a series of gusts by the periodic opening and 
closing of a double beat valve. This valve is operated by means of 
a steam relay in mechanical connection with the turbine shaft. The 
duration of each gust is controlled by an electric solenoid, which is 
connected as а shunt to the field magneta. The core of the solenoid 
is hung from the end of а long lever. The fulcrum of this lever is 

‘periodically moved up and down by means of a link connecting it 
with the eccentric, which receives its motion from the worm on the 
sleeve coupling, the eccentric also serving to work the oil pump. 
The short end of the lever controls the valve of the steam relay. 
Each periodic movement causes a gust of steam to be admitted to 
the turbine, the duration of the gust depending on the height of the 
distant end of the long lever. : 2M 

With alternating current generators an ordinary centrifugal 
governor takes the place of and fulfills the functions performed by 
the before-mentioned solenoid; a second centrifugal governor is 
also provided which comes into action should the generator through 
any cause obtain an excessive and dangerous speed, when A trip 
gear is operated thereby and the steam automatically cut off from 
the plant. 

One important factor which in the early times prevented the use 
of the Parsons turbine in alternating current stations was that the 
паи were unable to guarantee satisfactory parallel running of the 
plants. 

About the year 1894 this difficulty was surmounted by modifying 
the governing in such & manner that the steam admissions were 
increased in frequency and shortened in duration, thus obtaining a 
more even angular velocity. 

Several turbines of the non-condensing type were put down in the 
Manchester Square station of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., 
of London, when an injunction had been obtained against the com- 
pany on account of the vibration caused by the reciprocating 
engines already installed. These turbo-alternators were of 350 kw. 
capacity, and gave complete satisfaction. Since that date the size 
of turbines has gradually increased, unita of 500 xw. being put down 
in Newcastle, Scarborough, Cambridge, London, and other places. 

In 1900, two alternators, each of 1,250 kw. capacity were made 
for the City of Elberfeld, Germany. |Тое turbines were of the 
tandem type, consisting of high and low pressure cylinders, and ran 
at 1,500 r.p.m. The dynamos were four-pole, and supplied single- 
phase current at 4,000 volts and 50 periods. The steam consump- 
tion with slight superheat was 18:8 lbs. per Kw.-hour at full load, or 
11:2 lbs. per 1.н.Р., including the power required to drive the con- 
denser pumps. These dynamos run perfectly in parallel with the 
1,500 H.P. Sulzer engines which are coupled to 1,000 xw. Brown- 
Boveri alternators running at 83 r.p.m. In fact, the turbines steady 
the reciprocating engines, even when tbe latter are running on trac- 
tion load. 

During the last few years new designs have been brought out in 
which the consumption obtained has been further reduced, giving, 
especially in the larger sizes, some very remarkable results. A few 
examples of the amount of steam used by various sizes of turbines 
are given below. 

A disadvantage in the Parsons plant is its great length, and there 
appears to be no good reason why it should not be shortened, the 
discs carrying the vanes being made larger in diameter to compen- 
sate. A convenient arrangement would be to place the plant thus 
shortened vertically, instead of horizontally, and I venture the 
opinion that the vertical type of turbo electric generator will even- 
tually displace the horizontal type. 

Returns published by Mesars. C. A. Parsons& Co, in May, 1903, 
thow that the firm have supplied 50 turbines to corporations, rang- 
ir^ from 50 Kw. to 4,800 Kw., and aggregating 20,900 xw. also 73 


the lower end carrying discs of 


turbines to electric supply companies, ranging from 50 Kw. to 
3,500 Kw., and amounting to 31,880 Kw. in the aggregate. | 
Westinghouse-Parsons Steam Turbine.—This steam turbine, boilt by 
the Westinghouse Co., is practically the same as the Parsons type, 
with the exception that the governor is placed between the turbo 
and theelectric generator. A fly-balltype of governor is made use 
of, which has several features conducive to good regulation. The 
ball levers are swung on knife edges in lieu of pins. The governor 
works both ways—that is to say, the mid-position of the levers is 
admitting a full head of steam to the turbine. A movement from 
this in either direction is tending to cut off the supply. This serves 
a useful purpose in the event of a very excessive load coming on the 


50 kw. Steam alternator for Blackpool Corporation. 


Pressure of 


i 2 | 
х Super- ' Vacuumin | | | 
Steam above | v8. ‘Bt ^ Steam 
Atmosphere | "eee | ero рег Lou Seam Ss 
Stop Valve. valve. Ваг = 30in. . Y | 
Lbs. per Е.О. Inches of Kw. ‘Lbs. per Lbs. per 
` sq. in. |  Mereury | | hour. км. hour 
126 0 | 28`0 5,044 527. 1480 280 
132 0 | 28:5 4,880 0 . 320 — 
300-kw. Three-phase alternator for De Beers Mines, South Africa. 
150°0 53 З 278 3,000 312°1 | 6,260 | 20°06 
1530 50:0 278 3,000 2318 4,960 | 2145 
150:5 40:2 27 9 3,000 154 5 3,670 | 2375 
500-110. Single-phase alternator (2,200 volts), for Hastings. 
145 93 27°4 3,000 5019 9,776 | 19°47 
148 90 281 3,000 |255°1 | 5,612 | 2200 


turbine, such as a short-circuit, which has the effect of bringing 
down the speed more than the percentage variation permitted by 
the adjustment of the spring, when the steam immediately becomes 
shut' off. Again in such an event as some of the 

driving mechaniam becoming broken, and the governor balls slow- 
ing up independently of the turbine, the steam is shut off before 
any damage could take place. 

It may be of interest to note that the Westinghouse Co. have on 
order, and are building, about 85,000 B R.. nominal capacity of 
turbines for use in this country. These include, among other; 
three 3,500-K w. turbo-alternators for the Metropolitan Railway of 
London, and eight 5,500-k w. turbo-alternators for the Underground 
Electric Railway Co., of London. In addition large sets are being 
built for the Oorporations of Brighton and Liverpool. 

The guaranteed maximum steam consumption of the 5,500-xv. 
plants at 165 lbs. steam pressure, and 27 in. vacuum per Ekw.-hoer, 
is as follows:—Full load, 20:8 Iba. saturated steam, 17-7 Ibs. with 
150° F. superheat. Half load, 25 Ibs. saturated steam, 21 2 Ibe. with 
150° F. superheat. The planta are also designed to take an over 
load of 50 per cent. , 

In these large turbines a departure is made from the regulation 
practice, inasmuch as steam is admitted at the contre of the casing 
and exhausts at both ends; a balance is thus obtained upon the 
oo sets of revolving vanes, and no steam balancing dummieg 
are used. 

Willans § Robinson Steam Turbine.—This is practically a Parsons 
turbine with the following modifications :— While efficiency in the 
Parsons turbine depends upon the small clearances between the 
outer endsof the turbo vanes and the cylinder casing, and also 
between the ends of the fixed vanes and the revolving cylinder, in 
the Willans these peripheral clearances are disregarded and reliance 
for efficiency is had upon the small clearances on the sides of the 
vanes at their outer ends. The rotating rings of vanes (and also the 
fixed ones) are enclosed by adouble hoop cf thin metal which 
moves with the vanes; the edge of this ring comcs fairly close to 
the continuous collar which forms the root of the next fixed ring of 
vanes. The clearance is very small, and it is claimed that if the 
hoop touches the fixed collar it will do no harm, but will almost 
immediately wear itself into the proper position. 

There are other minor details in connection with the governors, 
bearings and casiog, introduced with a view to simplification, and 
the makers are prepared to guarantee, with high pressure super- 
heated steam aad а good vacuum, a steam consumption not exceed- 
ing 17 to 18 lbs. per Kw.-hour on а 1,000 xw. turbine coupled to an 
alternating current generator. | 

Brush-Parsms Turbo Generator.—So far as the steam portion of 
this plant is concerned, it is built to the Parsons designs with one 
or two detail modifications in connection with the oil ciroalation 
and cooling; the alternator is of the fixed armature type with 
revolving field magnets. Although the Brush Co. have only recently 
taken up the manufacture of this class of plant, an examination of 
the various parts during construction convinces me that the Brush 
Co.'s production will prove itself to be one of the best and most 
reliable of turbo-generatora. 

The Curtis Steam Turbine.—The shaft in this turbine is vertical, 
large diameter within the steam 
casing on the periphery of which the steam vanes are carried, the 
stationary rings of vanes being fixed to tbe cylinder casing. On 
the upper end of the shaft the revolviug field magnets are mounted, 
and the stationary single or polyphase armature coils are located in 
grooves formed in the laminated iron discs surrounding field 
magnets, the whole being protected by & metal casing in the shape 
of an inverted basin; at the extreme upper end of the abaft the 
centrifugal governor is located, which controls the plant in the 
novel manner described later. 

Velocity is imparted to the steam in an expanding nozzle or 
nozzles, во designed as to efficiently convert into velocity nearly all 
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the expansive force of the steam between the pressure limits used. 
After leaving the nozzles, the steam passes successively through two 
or more lines of vanes on the moving element, which are placed 
alternately with reversed vanes on the stationary element. 

passing successively through these moving and stationary 
elemente, the velocity acquired in the nozzle is abstrated, and largely 
giving up to the moving element. By virtue of the large diameter 
of the discs carrying the vanes a high steam velocity is made to 
efficiently impart motion to a comparatively slowly moving shaft. 
The steam inlet area is made up of a number of expanding nozzles 
adjacent to each other, so that the steam passes to the wheels in a 
broad belt when all the nozzle sections are in flow. 

This process is repeated two or more times, the devices for each 
repetition being designated asa stage. The number of stages and 
the number of lines of vanes in a stage are governed by the degree 
of expansion, the peripheral velocity which is desirable or practi- 
cable, and by various conditions of mechanical expediency. 

The governing is effected by the successive opening or closing of 
the high pressure set of steam nozzles and consequent widening or 
narrowing of the active steam belt. The first expansion nozzle is 
controlled by a throttling device operated by the governor, and the 
remaining nozzles are opened or closed electrically by a small 
electric controller which is moved round by the governor. 

The downward thrust due to the pressure of steam against the 
vanes is not balanced by steam pistons or dummies, as in the 
Parsons type, but the whole revolving mass is floated up on a thin 
film of oil which is forced up beneath the footetep bearing by an 
oil force pump. 

High efficiencies are obtained with this plant, and with 125 lbs. 
steam pressure superheat of 100° F. and 28 in. vacuum, the makers 
guarantee maximum steam consumption per xw.-hour, exclusive of 
the power required for operating the condenser pumps and driving 
the exciter, as follows :— 


— — 


Size of plant. ! Full load. | Half load. | Quarter load. 
- Еа — aps _! zt PEE EA ; RU CUN ES, aa "imber: Kc c E —— — € — 
KW. lbs. | lbs. . | Ibs. 
750 | 19:9 209 | 24 
1,500 | 193 | 20:2 | 23:2 


Under the same conditione, but with 140 Ibe, steam pressure and 


283 in. vacuum, a 600-Kw. Curtis generator at 1,500 revolutions per 
minute gave on test a consumption of 19} lbs. of steam per Kw.-hour 
on full load, 194 lbs. on 25 per cent. overload, 203 lbs. on half, and 
223 lbs. on a quarter load. 

The following are some of the distinctive features of the Curtis 
turbo-generátor:—(a) The short vertical height occupied by the 
steam portion of the plant and the strength of the steel turbine 
vanes. (b) The extremely small floor space occupied. (c) The 
excellent ventilation obtained in the alternator. (d) The uniform 
turning movement obtained by the continuous supply of steam to 
the turbine. 

Possible disadvantages are that the generator carries no exciter, 
and the condenser pumps cannot be driven direct from the turbo 
shaft. 

It is probable that the reciprocating steam engine will still main- 
tain ite superiority over the steam turbine for driving direct cur- 
rent generators of large size, inasmuch as at the high speeds 
necessary with turbines there is difficulty in constructing a satis- 
factory direct current revolving armature; the armature reaction 
necessitates either a special compensating winding or the shifting 
of the brushes for changes in load, and the excessive peripheral 
velocity and vibration of the commutator precludes the use of carbon 
brushes, which would probably soon become red hot. 

Hitherto moet of the high tension alternating current turbo- 
generators have been constructed with revolving armatures, a 
practice which is to be condemned, inasmuch as with the excessive 
centrifugal strains and vibration due to high velocity it is difficult 
to maintain good insulation of the high pressure generating coils ; 
also the excessive velocity of the collecting rings causes cutting of 
both the rings and the collecting brushes; a considerable amount of 
metal dust is thrown off at the point of contact, and in long con- 
tinuous runs this metal dust is apt to collect and break down the 
insulation of the high pressure collecting rings or brushes. In the 
writer’s experience both these causes have produced breakdowns in 
turbo-generators with revolving armatures. The ideal arrange- 
ment is a fixed armature with the field magnets revolving 
within it. 

Economy of space and buildings may be readily set forth by com- 
paring the 3,500 кү. Sulzer-Kolben two-phase generators at the 
Willesden works of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., with 
turbo-generators of equal output. 


The Bulzer-Kolben plant weighs, with condensers, approximately 


585 tons, the space occupied by the foundations is 60 ft. 2 in. in 
length x 21 ft. 6 in. in width; with a vertical height above the 
engine room floor to the top of the piston tail rods of 33 ft. 43 in. 

A Parsons turbo-generator of the aame output weighs approxi- 
mately 148 tons, and the space occupied does not exceed 37 ft. 1 in. 
in length x 8 ft. in width and 14 ft. 6 in. in height, plus about an 
equal depth for the condenser room beneath. 

A Curtis turbo-generator of 5,000-kw. output weighs approxi- 
mately 175 tons, and the space occupied does not exceed 20 ft. x 
15 ft., with a vertical height not exceeding 30 ft. In this size the 
condenser, turbine, and generator are arranged vertically, the con- 
denser forming the base of the plant. 

Economy in Steam Consumption.—According to the published data 
the maximum steam consumption guaranteed by the builders of the 
Sulzer-Kolben plant works out with saturated steam at 150 lbs. 
pressure and a vacuum of 24 in. at :—22:2 lbs. per kw.-hour at full 
load; 23 lbs. per Kw.-hour at half load. 


. be well maintained. 


The makers of the Parsons turbo-generator guarantee the steam 
consumption, with steam at 150 lbs. pressure, vacuum of 28 in., and 
superheat of 100° F.:—17:6 lbs. per Kw.-hour at full load; 20 lbs. 
per Kw.-hour at half load. | | | 

At low loads the efficiency of turbo plants is shown by published 
returns to be superior to that of ordinary steam engine generators 
of equal capacity. | | 

A further interesting comparison in this respect is given below 
between the most economical of the two 1,400-kw. two-phase 
plants with triple vertical engines recently installed in the Leeds 
Electricity Works, and the 1,750-u P. direct-current turbo plants 
installed last year in the works of the Newcastle and District 
Electric Lighting Со. :— 


Super- Kilo. Steam | Water per 


Town. Speed. heat. watts. pressure. Mm hour 

Nu DEM "IW. | dus | ie 
Leeds . 200| 76. F. 1,400 183 | 256 | 199 

. Newcastle | 1,710 | 237° F. 17°73 


897 | 145 26 5 


Other advantages which may be named are as follows :— 

1. No expensive cylinder oil is necessary. 

2. Thereis no oil inthe condensed water. 

3. There are no “ big ends,” packings, and bearings to take up. 

4. There is less difficulty in maintaining a good vacuum, there 
being no piston and valve rod packings through which air may gain 
admission to the condenser. The importance of a good vacuum is 
obvious in view of the fact that every 1 in. of vacuum above 25 in. 
or 26 in. has been found to reduce the steam consumption by about 
4 per cent. por : 

5. A greater degree of superheat may be maintained with a great 
gain in efficiency and no danger. К 

Teste on a 500-&w. turbo-generator have shown an improvement 
in steam consumption resulting from a superheat of 50° F. of about 
8 per cent., and at 100° F. it averages about 12 per cent. | 

In а recent paper read before the Institution of Naval Architects, 
Prof. W. H. Watkinson made the following interesting observations 
on this subject :— | l 

The steam turbine is the only engine in which condensation of 
the steam by previously cooled internal surfaces does not take place ; 
but the steam in turbines is, of course, wet from another cause, 
namely, on account of the expansion it has undergone while doing 
work, and the efficiency of this type of motor is very considerably 
increased when the steam is superheated prior to ite admission to 
the engine. In steam turbines the reduction in the amount of steam 
required when superheated steam is used is due mainly to the in- 
creased volume and the decreased frictional resistance between the 
rotating vanes and the steam." а 

Во long as proper adjustments are maintained between the fixed 
and moving vanes the efficiency as to steam consumption appears to 
This is shown by comparing a test made by 
Prof. Ewing on a 500-K w. turbo-alternator, driving its own air and 
circulating pumps, which had done heavy duty at the Cambridge 
Electricity Works for a period of 12 months, with a test made on 
the same plant 14 months earlier by the Cambridge Electric Supply 
Co.'s engineer, as set out below :— | 


— 


| 


Date of test. W vacuum. Load in kw. о 
48 27. 518 25 
Prof. Ewing's testa, 148 8 | 
January, 1901 | { 151 28`2 273% 28°3 
Engineer’s tests, Oc- 139 24:5 5264 241 
tober, 1899 145 266 | 2561 27:5 


In Prof. Ewing’s testa the steam was not superheated, and there was 
no water separator, but water which collected in a pocket under the 
vertical limb of the steam-pipe leading to the engine was from 
time to time blown off. In the case of the engineer's tests in 1829 
dry steam was used, and the turbine was not driving its own pumps. 
Prof. Ewing concludes his report as follows:—'' Considering the 
altered conditions in the«se two respects, I am of opinion that the 
resulte of the present trials show that there has been no deterioration 
due to wear." 

This test is confirmed by the following tests taken on a 300-K w. 
Parsons turbo-generator under my own control, in which the tests 
made at the Harrogate Electricity Works in February, 1902, are 
compared with tests made ia the same works and under precisely 
the same conditions after over nineteen months’ heavy work. 


| Steam | | Load Lbs. steam 
Date of test. ptes- Superheat. үм in nw, | Speed. | NK UN 
—— Á——Ó na а : М: | Е 
| lbs. | lbs. ins. 
Feb. 19, 1902 | | 
Fall load... | 130:5 | 41:9? F. 28 . 309°5 | 3,010 | 2276 
Half load... 131 45° F. 28:8 | 157:4 | 3,010 | 251 
Bept. 30, 1903 | | 
Full load... | 130 35° F. 28 |8075 | 3,080 | 2112 
Half load... | 130 33° Е. 28 127:1 | 3,080 | 23:24 


| 
] 
| 


It will be noted that the resulta of the 1908 tests are better than 
those of 1902, which may be partially owing to the increased speed, 
but chiefly to the fact that a number of the vanes in the high pres · 
sure end were found broken off on opening out after the tests of 
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1902. In concluding these notes I have to express my thanks to 


Messrs. Parsons & Co., the Brush Electrical Engineering Oo., the 
Thomson-Houston Co., and to Messrs. Greenwood & Batley, who have 
willingly placed data at my disposal. | 


~ 


STANDARD DIRECT CURRENT PRESSURES 
AND STANDARD FREQUENCIES. 


The following is a copy of the resolutions of the Engineering 
Standards Committee on these important matters :— 

The standardisation of electrical pressures and frequencies was 
the first portion of the important work entrusted to the Sub-Com- 
mittee on Generators, Motors and Transformers by the Electrical 
Plant Committee. The Sub-Committee consists of the following 
gentlemen :— 


CorosBEL В. E. Crompton, C.B., Chairman. | 
CoroNEL Н. C. HorprEN, R.A. Representing the War 


Captain A. Н. DUMARESQ, R.E. Office. 
COMMANDER G. L. Souatsr, R.N., | Representing the 
L. J. STEELE, Ese., Admiralty. 


LLEWELLYN PREECE, ESQ., Representing the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies. 
Dr. R. T. GLAZEBROOK, Representing the National Physical 
i Labor А 
Nominated by the Electrical Engineers’ 
Plant Manufacturers’ Association. 


B. H. Антип, Esq. 
W. В. Esson, Esq. 
A. С. EBoRALL, Esq. 
B. Z. DB FERRANTI, ESO. 
RosERT НАммонр, Ево. 
CAPTAIN Н. R. SANKEY. ‚ 
С. H. Мовргханам, Esq. 

LEsLIE 8. RoBERTSON, ESQ., Secretary. 

C. LE MAISTRE, ESQ., Electrical Assistant Secretary. 


At an early stage in their deliberations, the Sub-Committee 
decided that the nrost advantageous method of approaching this 
problem, beset as it is with so many difficulties, would be from the 
point of view of those most affected, namely, the users of lamps and 
of motors for power purposes. It was therefore agreed that the 
standard pressures to be suggested should be measured at the con- 
sumers’ terminals, as settled by Act of 1899. 

At the present time there exist many different pressures declared 
by the various lighting and power authorities. In view of the great 
desirability of obviating this unsatisfactory state of affairs, it was 
deemed advisable to suggest the minimum number of standard 
pressures which would best meet present commercial requirements, 
and, at the same time, utilise to the fullest extent the consumers’ 
existing appliances. 

After careful consideration, it become evident to the Sub-Com- 
mittee that theYdirect current pressures of 110, 220, 440 and 500 
volts, would best meet the requirements, because oarcases built for 
these standard pressures could be atilised for pressures 10 per cent. 
above or below the suggested standards, without any alteration 
whatever in the castings or mechanical components, by merely 
altering the windings and excitation. 

It is to be hoped that now these direct pressures have been fixed 
as standards by the Committee, they will in future be universally 
adopted by the engineers advising corporations and others distri- 
buting electrical energy. In course of time the benefits to the 
electrical industry at large, which will certainly follow the adop- 
tion of these standard pressures, must become more and more 
apparent. | 

A circular was drafted embodying the suggestions of the Sub- 
Committee, and this was submitted, first, to the manufacturers for 
their consideration, and secondly, to the leading consulting engi- 
neers and users of motors. 

The information so courteously placed at the disposal of the Sub- 
Committee by the consulting engineers and manufacturers was 
most carefully weighed and considered by the Sub-Committee, and 
certain definite conclusions were arrived at, the circular being sent, 
in the first instance, to the manufacturers, as they were the people 
most directly interested. Replies were received from all the lead- 
ing firms, who expressed themselves unanimously in favour of the 
recommendations of the Sub-Committee. The consulting engineers 
similarly gave their adherence to the proposals of the Sub- 
Committee. 

Before coming to their final decision the Sub-Committee on Gene- 
rators, Motors and Transformers conferred with the Sub-Committee 
on Electrical Tramways, of which A. P. Trotter, Esq., is chairman, 
and a joint meeting took place, with the result that the pressnre of 
500 volts, which most concerned the latter Sub-Committee, was 
agreed to, and, in addition to the pressures already agreed to, 
600 volts was decided upon as the standard pressure for electrical 
railways. 

The question of the adoption of standard frequencies, although 
of equal importance with that of standard pressures, was not 
surrounded with the same difficulties. It was, however, deemed 
advisable to fix upon the standard frequencies at the earliest 
possible stage of the work, as no progress could be made in the 
standardisation of prime movers for driving alternate current 
machinery until such time as the frequencies had been settled 
upon. On this question there appeared to be a great preponderance 
in favour of frequencies of 25 and 50. The only point upon 
which any serious differcnce of opinion appeared to exist was the 


advisability of the adoption of a third frequency of 40 or 42, to 
enable rotary converters to be used to the fullest advantage. All 
the arguments in favour of this third frequency were fully dis- 
cussed, but after carefully weighing the pros and coms, the Bab- 
Committee decided not to recommend the adoption of more than two 
frequencies, namely, 25 and 50. 

The recommendations of the Sub-Committee were then sub- 
mitted to the Electrical Plant Committee, the Publication Com- 
mittee, the Main Committee, and the Board of Trade for their 
approval. 

This having been obtained, it was deemed advisable, in the 
interests of the electrical industry of the country, that the findings 
on the questions of direct current pressures and frequencies should 
be published at an early date, without waiting for the completion of 
the entire report to be issued at a later date. 

The following are the resolutions on standard direct current pres- 
sures and standard frequencies :— 

1. That the standard direct current pressures, measured at the 
consumers’ terminals, be 110, 220, 440, 500 volte. 

2. That the standard direct current pressures, measured at the 
terminals of the motors, be :—F'or tramways, 500 volte; for railways, 
600 volts. 

3. That 25 periods per second be the standard frequency for:— 

(a) Systems involving conversion to direct current by means of 
rotary converters. 

(B) Large power schemes over long distances. 

(c) Three-phase railway work, where motor gearing and the 
inductive drop on the track rail have to be considered. 

4. That 50 periods per second be the standard frequency for :— 

(a) Mixed power and lighting on town supply mains. 

(в) Ordinary factory power plant. 

(c) All medium sized power plant where rotary converters are 
not employed. 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION AND ITS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER. 


(From OUR MANCHESTER CORRESPONDERT.) 


THE resignation by Mr. G. F. Metzger of his position as electrical 


engineer to the Manchester Corporation has occasioned a great dea! 
of comment, and the action of the Electricity Committee with 
regard to him will be discussed at the meeting of the City Council 
this week. Many members of the Corporation regret the circum- 
stances which have arisen, and are not willing that an exceptionally 
able public servant should sever his connection with the city if it 
can be prevented. All the official information obtainable upon the 
subject, until a day or two ago, was to the effect that Mr. Metzger 
had resigned because of a certain misunderstanding” as to the 
terms of his appointment. That was the statement communicated 
tothe Pressat the close of the meeting at which the resignation was 
tendered. It does not, however, contain the whole truth. Another 
meeting has since been held “to discuss the terms in which Mr. 
Metzger's resignation should be reported to the Council.” It was 
proposed then, that the excuse about a “ misunderstanding " should 
be repeated, but this being objected to by the gentleman most 
intimately concerned, a more correct version was given for insertion 
in tbe epitome of the Committee’s proceedings, to be ted to 
the Council. The epitome, circulated on Monday last, contained 
the following reference to the matter :— 

*" Memorandum.—Mr. Metzger tendered his resignation on the 
ground of his inability to work in unity with the deputy-chairman. 

“ Resolved.— That Mr. Metzger's resignation of the position of 
chief engineer to this department be and is hereby accepted." 

The circumstances leading up to the resignation have now been 
given to the public. 

In January, it appears, the Halifax Corporation approached the 
Manchester Electricity Department for permission to obtain the 
services of Mr. Metzger, in his private capacity, of course, to super- 
vise some technical matter connected with their electricity under- 
taking. Mr. Howarth, chairman of the Committee, and Mr. 
Hesketh, the deputy-chairman, refused the permission, without 
reference to the Committee, and without even informing Mr. 
Metzger that 16 had been made. A few months later Mr. Met:rer 
was applied to by the Burslem Corporation in a consultative capacity 
on a matter regarding some tenders, and his services as arbitrator 
were also solicited by the Trafford Park Power Supply Co. in some 
dispute they had with contractors over a double-current generator. 
In both these cases Mr. Metzger applied to the chairman of the 
Committee for permission to act, and that permission was given 
The work was done in the evenings, after office hours, and there, 
apparently, was an end of it. 

Mr. Metzger had previously been involved in some controversy 
with the deputy-chairman of the Committee regarding the Stuart 
Street installation, which was said to be in excess of the city’: 
requirements, Dr. Kennedy was asked by the Committee to report 
on that question, and he did so. Both Mr. Hesketh and Mr 
Metzger accepted the report, and the former gentleman disclaimed 
&ll personal feeling in the matter. Affaire proceeded smoothly 
until, after &n interval of three months, Mr. Hesketh called the 
Committee's attention to the outside work done by Mr. Metzger 
(referred to above), contending that it was a breach of his agree- 
ment with the Corporation. There was, however, no clanse in the 
agrcement binding the engineer to devote himself exclusively to thc 
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duties of his position, though a stipulation to that effect is said to 
have been embodied in a letter written to him at the time of his 
appointment. 

The chairman, in the course of the discussion, acknowledged that 
he had given Mr. Metzger permission to do the work, and urged 
that he had acted quite innocently and in ignorance of any stipu- 
lation to the contrary. The Committee took a broad view, and 
decided, by 17 votes to 3, to draft a fresh agreement, in which 
private work should be absolutely forbidden. 

It was at this meeting, after a heated discussion, that Mr. Metzger 
resigned. ; 

A Manchester contemporary remarks :—“ Manchester people will 
scarcely have forgotten how Mr. О. H. Wordingham, the predecessor 
of Mr. Metzger, was driven to resignation by a policy of pin-pricks 
and criticism, only to obtain a post of far greater importance as 
advising electrician to the Admiralty. Cannot the lesson of that 
episode be applied to the present situation ?” 


DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


(Continued from page 657.) 


ELECTRIC READING LAMP. 


THE illustration shows a now domestic adaptation of the Ever- 
Ready " lamp, in the form of a neat nickelled reading lamp. It 
is equally convenient as & mirror lamp for shaving or toilet 
table purposes, as the legs may be folded up for clipping it to a 
mirror. The Ever-Ready dry battery which yields 60 hours’ 
light, is placed beneath the table or desk. It is being supplied by 


c: — — 7 | 
" EvgR-READY" READING LAMP. 


the American Electrical Novelty and Man “facturing Co., Ltd., of 
Charing Cross Road, who have just issued several small lists of 
their cigar lighters, and their electric lamps for lighting the interior 
of vehicles. 


VEBITYS' SWITCHES. / 


Messrs. Veritys, Ltd., have lately issued their No. 61 circular dealing 
with main switches, switchboards, and switchboard components 


other circulars of the same series have before been noticed in these 
columns, and when all are contained in their green manilla file 
they form a current catalogue. All apparatus, such as knife 


switches, voltmeter switches, shunt-breaking switches, circuit 
breakers, &c., are priced both aounted and unmounted; leading 


. dimensions are given, and the ] st should thus be useful to consult- 


ing engineers, contractors, ard others who frequently require to 
speedily make up approximate estimates of switchboards. The 
twin-blade knife switch is listed in single, double, and triple-pole, 
mounted and unmounted, with and without fuses, and for single 
and double throw, while extra rates are quoted for the attachment 
of carbon breaks and the substitution of marble for slate bases. The 
absence of a rear contact is noticeable, but Messrs. Veritys claim 
that the electrical resistance is actually lower than in a similar 
switch with a supplementary ree: contact. The spring washer 
necessarily used for the pivot is ва: 1 to ensure a tight contact. 

Fig. 2 shows a gas-tight, double-pole 25-ampere switch of a type 
useful for colliery and rough work generally. Full particulars are 
given of the Peard fuse, together with the house service Peard fuse, 
which is the latest development of this well-known cut-out. The 


V. S. automatic circuit-breskers follow. These were referred to by 
ua some little time ago. One of the chief advantages claimed for 
them is that they may be used as main switches as well as breakerr, 
and thue, on tracticn boards, for instance, single-pole switches may 
be dispensed with. Moreover, the bresker cannot be thrown into 
circuit in the preseuco of an overload. A gelection of small switch- 
boards suitable for private installations is given. In fig. 1 we 
illustrate the two-parel type motor-starting board. In this design 
a panel is reserved for each pole; one pole can be broken by a 
single-pole switch, and the other by a emall V.S. circuit-breaker. 
An ammeter is provided on one pole, and a single automatic 
starting switch upon the other. These panels are claimed to be 
more satisfactory than double automatic starting switches. 


‚ BAxENDALE'S NRW DEVICES. 


Messrs. Baxendale & Co., of Miller Street, Manchester, have 
recently put on the market a new arclamp winch (üg. 1); it is 
introduced to meet the demand for a cheaper article. It is claimed 
to have all the advantages of the ordinary winch; the handle itself 
is detachable, and the paw] aud teeth are so shaped that it 


is impossi! e for the pawl to be released without the handle 
being in the winch, that is to say, when once the arc lamp 
is wound up and the handle taken away, it is impossible 


‘for it to drop. Fig. 2 shows a new standard fitting designed 


especially for draughtemen’s desks, technical labora- 
torio. &о, от ae place where the light is required to be 
concentrated in a certain small area. The pillar of the lamp 


revolves on ‘ће base, and a special patent body enables {зз arm of 
the fitting (W bich, by the way, is loose in the body of ta swivel), 
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to be moved up or down, so that the lamp itself can be fixed in any 


position whatever with very little trouble. The special shape of 
the reflector makes it peculiarly suitable for this class of work. 
Mesars. Baxendale have also introduced a carrier for use with the 
B. pattern Nernst кү] (figs. 3 and 4). Hitherto it has been impossible 
to use an ordinary shade and obtain anything like a neat effect ; but by 


fitting this carrier on to the S.C. of the lampholder, a 3]-in flanged 
shade of any pattern can be used with the lamp, and the carrier is 
80 proportioned as to place the shade in the best possible position. 
The same firm are alao designing a carrier to enable the reflector to 
be used with a large Nernst lamp for inverted lighting. 


Tug “ Arncazon” Lamp. 


This long-burning arc lamp is manufactured by the New British 
Engineering Co., Ltd., of Horsell Road Works, Holloway Road, N. 
The staudard single enclosed type for continuous current is only 
26 iu. in length, and weighs only 164 lbs.; that for alternating current 
is only 24 in. in length. A 5-ampere 100-volt direct current pattern 
burns for 100 hours at one trimming and gives 2,1C0 N.c P. The 
continuous-current lamps can be burnt 2, 3, 4 or 5 in series with 
automatic cut-out and substitutional resistance. The alternating 
current lamp can be burnt 3 in series on 250 volte. The ''Arcazon " 
lamps are largely used in chemical works, iron foundries, and 
factories, where naturally they have to burn under very stringent 


tent) lamp is said to be more constant and reliable than daylight 
Itself in the winter months. The lamp consists of an arc lamp of 
the well-known Jandus pattern enclosed in a lantern of tinted 
glass of special manufacture, which so modifies the light as to bring 
it into exact agreement with daylight. Each lamp is tested and 
adjusted to accord with the light from а north sky on a bright day. 
The lamp was exhibited before the British Association in Bradford 
in the autumn of 1900, and we understand it has been critically 
tested in some of the leading dye-houses in Bradford with satisfactory 
results. The light is said to be very steady, soft and diffused, and to 


Тнк DaLiTE LAMP. 


have none of the piercing rays and dense shadows accompanying the 
ordinary electric arc illumination. It seems to us that the lamp 
should have many opportunities of proving its value, especially in 

- the Midland and Yorkshire manufacturing districts. It has already 
been adopted by many of the leading dyeing firms, and in the 
Jandus Co.'s " Dalite" catalogue a number of testimonials from users 
of this class are printed. 


PROMETHEUS HEATING APPARATUS. 


An improved form of electric flat-iron is shown in fig. 2. It is 
supplied by the British Prometheus Co., of Kingston-on-Tbames, 
for domestic purposes. The company make about 20 different 
patterns of irons suitable for domestic, tailors’, laundry or batters’ 
use, and a great increase in the use of electrically-heated apparatus 


THE “ Ancazon” LAMP. 


conditions. It is claimed that dust, chemical fumes, smoke, and 
weather have no effcct whatever on the mechanism of the 
lamp, and there is nothing whatever to deteriorate in the working 
parts. Lamps of this type bave been supplied to run on 
alternating (single or polyphase), direct, aud rectified circuite. 
The choking coil supplied. with lamps to burn on alteraate 
current circuits is efficient and silent. The resistance supplied 
with the lamps to ran on direct current circuits is wound 
on porcelain insulatora at the end of a star casting, this resulting in 
a rigid design and high insulation. 


THe DALITE LAMP. 


The Jandus Arc Lamp and Electric Co., Ltd. (sole agente, Messrs. 
Drake & Gorham, Ltd.,) of Victoria Street, S.W., have introduced 
this new arc lamp to meet the special requirements arising in dye- 
houses, calioo and colour printing establishmente, drapers' pre- 
mises, art studios, and so on, where matching of colours calls for a 
р fect daylight substitute. Indeed, the “ Daylite" (Dufton-Gardner 


is reported. Many laundries throughout the country have been 
fully equipped with “Prometheus” irons, and with satisfactory 
resulte, the absolute cleanliness and the improved health conditions 
being two strong points in favour of theapparatus. It is interesting 
to learn that many firms are scrapping gas-heated and other 
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LAMP REFLECTOR. 


Mesers. Goossens, Pope & Co., of Basinghall Street, E.C., are 
supplying a new ора! reflector for incandescent lamps. It is shown 
in the accompanying cut, and, as will be seen, the shade screws 


appliances in favour of electrically-heated apparatus. Fig. 1 
shows their new 3-pint copper kettle, which has just been put on 
the market. It is substantially made, and has been designed more 


for hard work than to please the artistic eye. The British 
Prometheus Co. are at present putting the finishing touches to a 
new radiator pamphlet, and they hope to issue same in the course of 
a week or two. 


% EDISWAN ” ACOESSORIES AND FITTINGS. 


The Edison & Swan United Electric Light Co., Ltd., at the pre- 
sent moment have a large selection of novelties in the way of acces- 
sories. Particulars of all may be found in their various leafleta, but 
we illustrate a few below. Fig. 1 represents a neat oblong single-pole 
cut-out, which is made in four sizes, suitable for 5, 10, 25 and 50 am- 
peres Not only are the terminals separated from one another by 
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Fic. 2.—Episwan WALI-PLUG AND SOCKET, 


substantial china walls, but when the cover is in place the interior is 
divided into four distinct compartments; an arc is thus impossible, 
and it is claimed that no damage can resultwith a dead short. 
Fig. 2 shows the Ediswan" cast-iron wall plug and socket, suit- 
able” for theatres, mills, &c. They have also a new faseboard— 
the Economic type — with fuses 34 in. in length. Another accessory 
is the new Wedge” pattern tumbler switch (1009). 

-The! Ediswan” D.P. new key-holder is an improvement on 
the original pattern. It is said to be the only D.P. key-holder on 
the market, and renders it possible to completely isolate a high- 
voltage lamp. All of the above devices are suitable for 250 
volts. Amongst the company's miscellaneous novelties is the 
" Litetite" photographic lamp (fig. 3), by means of which the light 
can be regulated and increased as the process of development 


. The Ediswan Co. list a large assortment of artistic “ Repouseé " 
switch aud plug covers, whiob are hand-hammered and beautifully 


The company's artistio fittings ca 


ue is now in the press. A few 
of their latest designs were illnetrated Septem 


our [sene of Beptember j8tb, 


firmly on to the lamp. It is easily detachable, and is claimed 
to increase the illuminating effect and to  economise the 
current consumption. 
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Fia. 3.—' LITETITE ” PHOTOGBAPHICILAMP., 


LEGAL. 


WILDE v. THOMPSON. 


Lorps Justices Vaughan-Williams, Romer and Stirling, in the 
Appeal Court on Monday, had before them an appeal by the plaintiff 
in this action against the decision of Mr. Justice Buckley dis- 
missing the action on the ground that the statement of claim 
disclosed no cause of action. The plaintiff, Dr. Henry Wilde, an 
electrical engineer, claimed to be the inventor of dynamo-electrical 
machinery, and took proceedings against the defendant, Prof. 
Silvanus Thompson, for libelling his trade reputation by 
attributing, in his work on “ Dynamo-Electric Machinery,” the 
invention to Michael Faraday. The plaintiff further claimed that 
there had been a breach of an agreement entered into in May, 1902, 
not to insert the passages in question in а forthoomingledition of 
the defendant’s work, 20 х 

Mr. T. Terrell, K.O.. and Mr, Clarkson M herp for therappelispt, 
and Mr, Buckmaster, N. O,, for the respondent, 
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Mr. TERRELL read the passages complained of, aud said that 
Prof. Thompson, on having his attention called to the matter, agreed 
to omit or modify in future editions the passages complained of, 
and to insert certain other passages which so far as they might have 
reference to the plaintiff and his invention should be approved by 
the plaintiff. In June, 1902, the defendant signed and forwarded a 
revised proof or statement of the passages in question to the effect 
thatithe term dynamo-electric machines was originated by the late 
Mr. Charles Brooke, F.R.8., and ite first application was to the 
machine invented by Dr. Henry Wilde. With the years 1865 and 
1867 the era of the dynamo-electric machine was entered upon. 
The name was first given to the machine invented by Dr. Wilde 
(meaning the generator of dynamic electricity invented by the 
appellant) It wasto this machine that in 1867 Brooke gave the 
name of dynamo-electric machine. Prof. Thompson now declined 
to insert these passages, and in lieu thereof inserted passages in 
which the plaintiff was deprived of the credit of being the firet 
inventor. Counsel submitted that the passages he complained of 
amounted to legal libel, because libel meant depriving a man in 
any way of his reputation. A statement concerning & man of no 
reputation might be no libel, and yet the same statement about a man 
of great reputation might be & libel. Here Dr. Wilde, the first to 
invent dynamo-electric machines—probably one of the most 
important matters in the development of electricity of modern 
times—was jealous of his reputation, and said that by attributing 
this discovery to Prof. Faraday, the defendant was depriving him 
of his reputation, and that amounted to a libel. The agreement, 
too, he should have thought was well within the law of contract. 
It did not matter whether the original claim was well founded 
or not. 

Lord Justice STIRLING : It must be a substantial bond fide claim. 

Mr. TERRELL said the parties had agreed to the exact modifica- 
tions which were to be put in. 

Lord Justice VAUGHAN-WILLIAMS: Although you may have insti- 
tuted proceedings, there must be a forebearing to sue in order to 
make a good considerstion, and if there is no forbearance to sue, 
you make a complaint. The other man says, good naturedly, in 
answer to you, “ І am sorry you do not like the statement in my 
book, but I will alter it by putting in such and such words." There 
is no consideration there. It is merely an expression of a kindly 
intention. You cannot have a bargain unless both sides are bound 
to something. There is nothing in the agreement, as set forth in 
the statement of claim, which prevented Mr. Wilde from suing. 
He might have commenced his action the very next day. 

Mr. Justice Комкев: It is obvious that there is no such agree- 
ment, but simply a friendly act on the part of the defendant, and 
the plaintiff did not intend or agree to forego any right whatever. 

Mr. TEBRELL: Supposing the defendant had inserted the para- 
graphs mentioned, the plaintiff could not have sued him then. The 
plaintiff would be unable to bring an action, assuming the pleadings 
to be correct. | 

Lord Justice VauGHaN-WiLLiams: І do not think so. It would 
have had no practical result, because there would have been no 
damage. 

Mr. TERRELL: Supposing I brought the action, would it not be 
a good pleading on the part of the defendant to bave said, “Ona 
certain day you made these complaints, and I agreed to put in a 
modified statement, and you accepted that in settlement. There- 
fore I have performed my part and you cannot bring the action.” 

Lord Justice VauGHAN-WILLIAMS: If you look at the words set 
forth in your statement of claim, they do not amount to the state- 
ment which you allege in your second claim. In the statement of 
claim you put a meaning on the words that are used. As I under- 
stand, he is of opinion that the words do not mean anything of the 
gort. 

Mr. TERRELL: The question of the meaning of the words is, 
wbat did they mesn having regard to the circumstances existing at 
the time they were written? That is for a jury. 

Lord Justice Romer: Many people in this world think they are 
the authors of important discoveries. If everyone who writes a 
book and does not give according to the first man's judgment the 
fullest merits claimed by him is to be subjected to an action for 
libel, nobody will ever be able to write a history of science. 
No inventors are ever agreed as to the extent of their own 
inventions. 

Mr. TERBELL submitted that it was an actionable wrong to deprive 
a man of his reputation, and came within the legal definition of 
contempt. 

Lord Justice STIRLING : There is nothing to deprive him of his 
title of independent inventor. If you searched all Prof. Faraday's 
records you would find that he knew principles which have been 


subsequently developed and made the subject of patents, but he 


never published them. How the fact that the greatest electrical 
discoverer of the last century knew something prevents another 
man from independently discovering it, I do not see. 

Mr. TERRELL: We are alleging, and Dr. Wilde says, he was the 
first discoverer of the principle of a separately excited dynamo. 

Lord Justice VauGHAN-WILLIAMS: He claims only what the 
defendant gives him credit for in the book. 

Lord Justice Romer: He does not say he discovered the 
principle that instead of a permanent magnet you could havea 
magnet excited by electricity. He narrows his claim to a certain 
principle of an indefinite increase, whatever he means by it, but he 
does not claim the simple principle. 

Mr. TERRELL said the principle was not the discovery of the 
electro-rraguet, but the discovery of the fact that given an electro- 
magnet, starting it with a minute current of electricity, as the 
machine drove it, it would gradually acquire electricity enough to 
energetically operate. 

Lord Justice Romer: But eliminating this, what is there that 
you can really complain of ? | 


Mr. TERRELL replied that Faraday had not used electro-magnets 
forthis purpose. The fact that you could have an electro-magnet 
which would attract just like an ordinary magnet was known. He 
did not suppose Dr. Wilde claimed any credit for that, but for the 
fact tbat you could take an electro-maguet which started not asa 
magnet at all and convert that into a sufficiently powerful magnet— 
а “separately excited dynamo "—that was to say, a dynamo the 
magnet of which was excited separately. 

Lord Justice Romer: I do not think on this statement of claim 
that he really thinks he was the first discoverer of that. I do not 
know why he wants to proceed with the case. I should have 
thought his reputation did not require the prosecution of such an 
action as this. | 

Without calling on counsel for the respondent, Lord Justice V. 
WrirtLiAMS said the judgmevt of Mr. Justice Buckley must be 
affirmed, though in coming to this decision he must not be supposed 
in any way to be affirming such a proposition as that a person could 
not be libelled by denying his title to a reputation which he might 
have obtained as an inventor or a man of acience. Nor was it necessary 
to say that to publish such things of an inventor or a man with 
& reputation as & scientist necessarily fell outside the old definition 
of defamation as being something which was calculated to bring 
the plaintiff into contempt of ridicule. The plaintiff alleged that 
he was the first discoverer of the principle of the indefinite increase 
of magnetic and electric forces from quantities indefinitely small, and 
he did not in any way show that there was anything in the 
defendant's book which was inconsistent with that portion of the 
statement of claim. Although they knew that inventors were a 
very thin-skinned, excitable class, he could not understand even an 
inventor supposing that there was one word in the defendant's book 
which in the slightest degree could injure his reputation. On the 
contrary, passages seemed to recognise in the fullest degree the 
scientific reputation of this gentleman. With regard to the agree- 
ment, there was no suggestion that there was any threat or intention 
to sue. It must have been & mere conversation in which Prof. 
Thompson expressed, for the sake of peace, an intention to do that 
which he found ultimately he could not, according to his view, 
properly do. It was idle to say there was any agreement which in 
the slightest degree would have prevented the plaintiff from 
bringing an action. 

Lords Jastices Romer and Stirling concurred, and the appeal was 
dismissed with costs. 


ELECTRIC TBaAMWAYS CONSTRUCTION AND MaiNTENANCB Co., Lo. 


Ix the Chancery Division of the High Court, Mr. Justice Buckley, 
eitting for the disposal of company business on Tuesday, had before 
him a petition by E. Horton and others for the winding up of the 
Electric Tramways Construction and Maintenance Co., Ltd. 

Mr. KrnBy, who appeared for E. Horton and others, asked that 
the petition be dismissed on terms arranged with the company. 

Mr. ASHTON Cross appeared for the company. 

His LogpsHip assented to the application and dismissed the 
petition. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


{Letters arriving after first post on Wednesday morning cannot 
appear until the following weck.) 


Wireless Telegraphy. 


My attention has been called to your comments on inter- 
national legislation for wireless telegraphy, which appeared in 
the isane of September 11th of your valuable publication, in 
the course of which some strictures on the present, efficiency 
of wireless telegraphy, as exhibited by the Marconi system, 
are expressed. 

The supporters of the Marconi system cannot consistently 
claim for it in point of efficiency more than it can absolutely 
demonstrate, and have no desire to deceive anyone, not even 
themselves, with respect to the stage of development now 
reached by the system. At the same time, it is but natural 
that they should desire to protest against misrepresentation 
of facts, whether inspired by malice or honestly made through 
lack of exact information. 

In the article referred to, you have been pleased to 
designate the service rendered by the Marconi Wireless 
Telegraph Co. for the Associated Press during the Inter- 
national Yacht Racesa fiasco. I believe you have been mis- 
informed as to the character of that service, which, though 
admittedly interrupted for one day, was considered of value 
by the Associated Press, and was cheerfully paid for by the 
Asscciated Press manager, Melville E. Sione, Esq. It ів 
impossible that anyone so well known as Mr. Stone, or во 
businesslike as he, would pay for a fiasco. In addition, Mr. 
Stone, in presiding at the annual banquet of the Associated 
Press, held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel on the evening of 
September 16th, 1903, in explaining the absence of Mr. 
Marconi, said :— 
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I had hoped, or, rather, I speak for the Committee of Arrangements, 
that we should be gratified by the presence to-night of a gentleman 
who has done so much in the Jast 10 years for the work in which 
we are engaged, perhaps, Аз any man living. I refer to William 
Marconi, who accepted the invitation of the Committee, but at the 
last moment was forced by his engagements in Canada to send his 
regrets, and at the table to-night I received a telegram renewing 
and emphasising the regret—that work of an important nature 
deprives him of the pleasure of being present here. I think, 
perhaps, that your attention has not been called, and it has not 
been impressed upon you, that less than a month sgo I sent him 
daily, while he was on his way from Liverpool to New York on the 
Lucania, a telegram giving bim a budget of the day's news at the 
close of each day, and each day that budget of news was received, 
all the way across the broad Atlantic, and esch evening was posted 
in the smoking room of that steamer. (Applause) It was a 
triumph of which Marconi could well be proud ; and, while wire- 
less telegraphy is not yet an exact science, and while we 
encountered a good many difficulties during the recent yscht 
races, I may say to you that the things it did do were marvellovs, 
almost beyond conception. 


The conditions under which the service was rendered 
presented unusual problems in interference. The Associated 
Press yacht Chetolah carried Marconi apparatus, com- 
municating either with the Marconi shore station at 
Jamaica or Babylon. Another company equipped a tug 
with its apparatus for communicating with shore stations 
at Coney Island and Sandy Hook. Stilla third company 
installed very powerful apparatus on a echooner towed 
about by a tug, the shore stations of this company being 
at Galilee and Navesink Highlands on the New Jersey coast. 

Including Sir Thomas Lipton's yacht Erin, which 
carried wireless apparatus, presumably communicating with 
Coney Island, there were, in addition to those of the 
Marconi Co., seven wireless stations in active operation 
during every race day, within a radius of 30 miles. 

The simultaneous operation of nine wireless stations, or 
even four all within range of each other, with plain aerial, 
admittedly presents difficulties as the art of wireless tele- 
graphy is known to-day. The difficulties are increased 
when part of the stations maliciously keep practically closed 
keys. During the races the tug carrying apparatus of 
another company was at no time more than a half mile 
distant from the Chetolah, and for a large part of the time 
not more than a hundred rods, The schooner of the third 
company with a 10-xw. spark—we are informed—was, 
through lack of speed, not able to keep во close to the 
Chetolah as the tug. 

Notwithstanding these conditions, the Marconi operators 
successfully and accurately transmitted approximately 70 per 
cent. of the messages offered by the Associated Presa 
reporter, leaving out of consideration the one day of failure. 
This service was rendered during the seven race days. The 
percentage of words accurately transmitted was considerably 
higher. The official records of the Associated Press will 
verify these statements. 

I respectfully submit that in view of the record above 
presented, which is susceptible of legal proof, tbat the 
* vaunted pretensions to syntony of the Marconi system” 
are not falsely vaunted, and syntonic operation is of value 
even in the event of fierce and malicious interference. It is 
true that in its present stage of efficiency, it may be 
* pestered” by hostile installations located almost within 
reach of hand; but the same disturbing agencies would 
pester any known cable or wire system to as great an extent 
under similar circumstances. In the possession of a group 
of companies harmoniously co-operating like the cable com- 
panies, the syntonic system even now furnishes a closer 
solution of the problem of interference than the tenour of 
your article would indicate you admit. 


W. H. Bentley, 
Marconi Wireless Telegroph Со. of America. 


New York, Or/ober 6/h, 1903. 


I have read the foregoing, and cheerfully attest ita 
accuracy. 
Melville E. Stone, 


General Manager, Associated Press, 


New York, Or/ober 6/h, 1903. 


[The letters we publish to-day, one from Mr. W. H. 
Bentley, of the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. of America, 
and another from Mr. Melville E. Stone, general manager of 
the Associated Press of New York, in criticism of our 
article of September 11th, exhibit & degree of mildness rare 
in the official statements of wireless companies. We can 
only express regret that this moderation, manifested as 
it is side by side with a straightforward confession of 
the inadequacy of the system, did not characterise the 
utterances of Mr. Marconi and of his representatives before, 
rather than after, the crucial tests were applied; and 
before, rather than after, the public put their money into the 
business. | 

The charges these letters bring against the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW are that we described the Yacht Race wireless 
system as a fiasco, and that we referred to “ е vaunted 
pretensions to syntony of the Marconi system." As regards 
the jastnese or otherwise of our use of the term fiasco, we 
will say that if there is any word that more trutbfully 
expresses the confusion of messages, so picturesquely sug- 
gested by Mr. Bentley in his letter, we will gladly make him 
a present of fiasco, But we deny that by the use of the 
word fiasco we in the slightest degree misrepresented the 
facts. By Mr. Bentley’s own showing, there was complete 
interruption for a whole day ; and, as regards the quality of 
the work done on other days, only about 70 per cent. of the 
messages handed in were successfully and accurately trans- 
mitted. In ordinary telegraphy such a performance would 
be denounced as an absolute failure. 

With sorrow we have to confess that our use of the phrase 
* the vaunted pretensions to syntony of the Marconi system 
is folly justified by the statements reported to have been 
made by Mr. Marconi and his representatives. We 
turn to the pages of the 7imes—that same Times, whose 
system of Marconigrams ended in another fiasco. In 
the Times report, of June 14th, 1902, of his 
lecture at the Royal Institution, Mr. Marconi is repre- 
sented thus :—* In describing the apparatus employed, he 
remarked that it was now possible to establish a consider- 


-able number of wireless telegraph stations simultaneously in 


the vicinity of each other without the messages suffering 
any interference.” Was not this a vaunted pretension to 
syntony? The report continues :—‘ He pointed out, how- 
ever, that a powerful transmitter giving off waves actuated 
near one of the receiving stations might prevent the recep- 
tion of messages to some extent.” But are we to suppose 
that the practical conditions referred to by Mr. Bentley, of, at 
the most, nine wireless stations in active operation within & 
radius of 30 miles, are the equivalent of a powerful trans- 
mitier actuated near one of the receiving stations ? And isa 
whole day's failure to be interpreted as an interruption **to 
some extent” ? Again, in an interview reported in the 
St. James s Gazelte, February 9th, 1908, we read: “ Do 
you say then, Mr. Marconi, tbat you can confine the cur- 
rents?" The reply he is reported to have given is:— 
* Not exactly confine them; but I can tune my in- 
struments so that no other instrument that is not 
similarly tuned can tap my messages. I did this in 
the Atlantic messages.” What are we to вау of such reporta 
when we bring tbem side by side with the picture presented 
to us by the letters we print to-day? If any one further 
doubts the rectitude of our description of the vaunted рге. 
tensions to syntony " let him read the official narrative of 
the combined manœuvres of the Mediterranean, Channel, 
and Cruiser Squadrons in 1902. The Commander of H.M.S. 
Pegasus, for example, at a critical moment found that it was 
“impossible to get any signals through by wireless 
telegraphy, which was being completely blocked by the 
escaping ships.’ In sight of the escaping battle 
squadron, visual signalling bad to be resorted to “as the 
escaping ships were successfully obstructing all wireless 
telegraph work." Where was the vaunted syntony ? Or 
going to another source altogether, let us turn to the 
Journal of the Society of Aris and read the report 
of Mr. Marconi's lecture delivered as far back as May 
17th, 1901. He then said that his efforts to secure syntony 
were “ crowned with complete success.” When it 18 
remembered that such statements as this have considerable 
influence with the investing public, we think our readers 
will agree that our strictures were fair and moderate.— 
Eps. ELEC. Rev. ] | 
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Jointless-Section Induction Coils. 


With reference to Mr. Hadfield’s letter in your last 
week’s issue, I have just learnt that the winding of the coil 
in question was roughly held down on to the paper discs 
with string, or sewed on with thread. No wonder it broke 
‘down! No patent for the winding has ever been applied 
for, or a word published on the subject, so far as I can learn, 
in England, and I went out of my way during the two 
months when the patent conld have been opposed to call the 
attention of the agent of a firm claiming to have made 
similar coils to his opportunity if he had anything 
to bring against the grant. The fact is, the winding, 
if really used, has been kept a trade secret. How my 
patent will be affected I do not know, but at any 
rate, there has been no anticipation of my claim on the 
necessary machine to carry it out. In the same way 
that a well-insulated wire must always be superior to 
one badly insulated, the new winding is better than the old, 
and must come into universal use. Coils on both systems 
can be badly. designed. Having held my own against 
foreign competition with the inferior type, without any 
patent, I.do not expect to need any Chamberlain tariff to 
continue to do the same with the new. 


London, October 28th, 1903. 


Leslie Miller. 


Electro-Galvanising. 


As a constant reader of your paper, would you kindly 
inform me what has been done in this country or abroad as 
regards electro-galvanising ? Сап you give the names of 
makers of the plant ? How does the cost compare with the 
ordinary dipping process? Can it be applied to small 
articles in large numbers ? Any information on the subject 
would be of considerable value to me. к? 

[See article in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, May 23rd, 1902, 
p. 871. Probably the Cowper-Coles Galvanising Syndicate, 
Ltd., of Grosvenor Mansions, Victoria Street, S.W., could 
assist our correspondent.—Eps. ELEC. REv. | 


An Interesting Letter. 


We have noticed from time to time that you have 
articles in your paper dealing with Mr. —— and his 
productions, and perhaps the enclosed letter, which has been 
forwarded to us, will be of interest to you. | 

We would particularly draw your attention to the portion 
we have underlined, which we trust is not the usual method 
adopted by Mr. to push business. 


Consulting Engineers. 


e 


Messrs. ===, 
Consulting Engineers. 
Gentlemen :—I beg to enclose descriptions of trolley tramways 
and trackless trolley traction without overhead equipment, bonding 
and boosting cables, and beg to say if you will specify these systems 
I could allow you several times more than you receive for other systems. 
Yours truly, 


Single-phase Alternating Current Motors. 
In reply to Mr. Fynn’s letter in your issue of October 23rd, 


I beg to point ont that, in his letters appearing in your 


issues of October 28th and December 12th, 1902, be simply 
states that he has invented a high starting torque single- 
phase motor, which, when tested, has given excellent results. 
No description of the motor is given in these letters, nor is 
the working principle or the new features in the design ex- 
plained. It is therefore impossible for me to find out 
whether Mr. Fynn is correct in stating that “all novel 
features claimed for my machine were embodied in the motor 
alluded to in his letters,” and I think it would only be fair 
for Mr. Fynn to give some proof of his claim. I have looked 
up the patents taken out by Mr. Fynn for single-phase 
motors, and find that three specifications have been filed by 
him, viz., Nos. 20,571 and 20,572, dated September 20th, 
1702, and No, 22,712, dated October 18th, 1902, J have 


only been able to see the first two specifications, and find 
that the subject of these is entirely different to the improve- 
ment covered by my patent. Specification No. 22,712 was 
not obtainable in the Manchester Patent Library, but as this 
specification is dated 10 days later than the one of my own 
patent, it would be null and void if it really covers the same 
invention. I might mention that the application for my 


German patent was filed on May 22nd, 1902. 
L. Schüler. 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


I read with considerable interest Mr. E. K. Scott's 
notes on the above subject, which certainly has the 
undivided attention of all electrical, manufacturing and 
contracting firms: but there, unfortunately, the matter ends! 

It is undoubtedly true that useless tendering involves an 
amount of brain work which is a loss to the profession ; 
but what remedy can Mr. Scott suggest? I, personally, do 
not believe in the killing off of a few smaller concerns, and 
even if this should take place, new ones will most assuredly 
crop up again in the place of .the old ones, the result being 
a siatus quo ante, 

Some years ago this subject was approached, and dealt 
with by the Institution of Electrical Engineers of a 
country.on the Continent, and it was suggested that all 
electrical firms should agree not to estimate for a plant of 
any kind gratuitously, but should in case of having tendered 
unsuccessfully receive a certain remuneration, the amount 
of which was to be proportionate to the value of the plant 
estimated for. What would be the result of such measures ? 
At first, certainly, the amount of work brought about by each 
inquiry would be lees, for the simple reason that these inquiries 
would be sent toa few firms only, as the customer would 
strive to keep expenses for estimates as low as possible. 
The inquiries would therefore go to the larger firms only. 
The smaller concerns would be able to reduce the staff 
of their estimating department, but, I am afraid, very soon 
their works staff also. It is for reasons such as these that 
the firms concerned at the time came to no understanding 
on this matter. Here, it should not be overlooked that the 
estimating department of a Continental electrical firm turns 
out infinitely more work than that of the English concerns, 
ав the contractors on the Continent are generally also the 
consulting engineers for the plant they are estimating for. 

A proposal was also brought forward to institute a kind 
of Central Estimating Bureau, the expenses of which would 
be defrayed by all the firms interested, for whom this 
Central Estimating Department got out the schedules of 
tenders, which were then sent to each individual firm for 
the prices to be filled in. 15 is obvious that this system has 
also many drawbacks and can hardly be carried out in 
practice when two or more firms are competing against 
each other. 

I have several times given the matter referred to by Mr. 
Scott very close attention, but have always failed to solve 
the difficulty. It would be interesting to hear the opinions 
of other members of the profession. 


Arthur Bloemendal. 
London, October 26th, 1903. 


Smoke Abatement. 


I have just seen Mr. Daniell’s reply to my letter on the 
above subject, and regret that he has misunderstood both 
the motive for it, and the description of the furnace con- 
tained therein. 

If he will take the trouble to properly read it, he will 
see that in the description, I stated, re the air distribution, 
* finally ejecting it partly in the ash-pit. and the remainder 
throngh series of jets placed at the back of the bridge, 
where it unites withithe volatile gases, completing their com- 
bustion." 

Further on, again, I referred to this most important 
point, which his reply only enlarges upon and emphasises. 

I can only say in conclusion that I entirely agree with 
the remainder of his letter, and regret that he did not 
consider the unnecessary trouble caused by attempting to 
reply to a letter before having first digested its contents, 


TE H, Н. B. Deane, 
Birmingham, October 26th, 1908, 
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The Central Station Battery. 


No doubt Mr. Abraham has by this time found many uses 
for the cell recorder that he so recently patented, and of 
which he gave such a glowing account in the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW for September 18th. 

It was, however, only in the next issue that the observant 
reader found on page 524 the following :—19,319. “ A cell 
recorder for use in electric light stations and other places.” 
A. J. Abraham. September 8th. 

Batteries are at the present time undoubtedly neglected, 
but I am afraid that Mr. Abrabam’s article is calculated to 
do much more harm than good. : 

Anyone on reading his article would at once jump to the 
conclusion that they had only to buy one of his patent cell 
recorders and take the volts of their battery once a week, 
marking all those low below 1:8, and high above 2:5. 
Apparently they would then have done their duty, and the 
battery would require no further attention. 

Mr. Vicarey in your last issue goes a step further, and 
advocates specific gravity readings, and at the same time 
does not discriminate between the E.M.F. and the P.D. of 
a cell. 

Specific gravity readings by themselves are almost as use- 
less as volt readings, as there are many things to be taken 
into account. ‘The variation due to evaporation of the elec- 
trolyte is often very considerable, especially as in many cases 
it is allowed to get below the tops of the plates. Secondly, the 
cells may not have been fully charged on the particular day 
the readings were taken ; and, thirdly, the variation in the 
temperature of the electrolyte. The reader will at once see 
that it is not во easy to compare the readings as Mr. 
Vicarey leads one to believe. Mr. Vicarey further states 
that “еуеп a partially short-circuited cell will sometimes 
give its normal E.M.F. while charging.” Now the normal 
E.M.F. of a cell is about 2 volte, but the P.D. of the cell 
at the end of charge should be from 2:55 to 2:75 volts, 
whilst one only showing 2 volts would probably be very 
badly short-circuited. 

Mr. Abraham’s cell tester appears to me to be unreliable 
for the purpose, as if one cannot trust a man to write the 
figures down correctly, he certainly cannot be trusted to 
press a key, the reading of which may or may not corre- 
spond with the reading on the voltmeter. As.it is usual to 
take volt readings on the weekly over-charge day, I cannot 
see how it is going to save current; this extra current is 
not going to waste as Mr. Abraham imagines, but is causing 
important chemical changes to take place in the cell, of the 
nature of which he probably has little conception. 

Weekly volt and specific gravity readings are important 


only as a record and as a check by the engineer or battery : 
maker on the battery attendant ; the way, however, to keep 
a battery in order is to do what Mr. Abraham evidently : 
80 contemptuously ignores. He says, in his article, that : 


cells are ** just looked at to make sure they are gassing.” 


This, one might say, is the whole secret of the business ; | 
go round the battery at the end of every charge and see ; 
If any : 


that all the cclls gas up equally and simultaneously. 
are backward there is a cause, and they should be immedi- 


ately examined, and, if necessary, milked-up. Last, but not 


least, do not let the cells gas too long; and, I think, if 
Mr. Abraham does this he will be able to put his recorder 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
Wir supine Ост. 28TH, 1902. | Waar ne Ост. 27TH, 1903. 
Alexandria .. Value £311 Alexandria .. a ee Value £85 
Amste ee oe 161 Amsterdam А oe ee 90 
Auckland . . 482 Auckland .. vs © 15 
Bombay  .. : 724 | Bahia. Teleg. ma. 9,618 
Buenos Ayres  .. ¿s .. 897 Beira .. "n TT 162 
3: Teleg. cable .. 1,564 „ Teleg. mat. 99 
a Teleg. mat. .. 270 Bombay  .. sé ss 550 
Calousta .. .. ‚. ee 460 » Teleg. mat, .. 80 
Cape Town .. - oe ee 309 Boulogne el 8 55 
Channel Islands ..  .. .. 42 | Buenos Ayres .. 82 
Christiania. Teleg. wire s». 11 m Teleph. appar... 463 
Cologne ee ee ee ee 45 Caloutta ee eo eo ee 950 
Colombo 42 | Cape T] o ww. 8,652 
Durban oe 8,771 is Teleg. mat... 951 
East London ә 25 .. 225 Channel Islands .. T ee 602 
Flushing as vx ix 10 Copenhagen. Teleg. cable. 52 
ЕЯ Ship's teleg. .. .. 65 Delagoa Bay. Teleg. mat. 215 
Fremantle se S 24 Durban `.. - és. o» 887 
Gibraltar .. .. 280 p" Teleg. mat. .. .. 170 
Hamburg ee ee ee oe 106 East London oe ee ec 826 
Hong Kong.. T x ee 150 Hamburg. Teleg. mat... 250 
Liban а ae ds eO 67 Kure. Elec. machinery 97 
Melbourne .. ia s .. 994 Launceston.. 8 8 96 
Ostend ёз Vos. we caas (ar Lisbon us s 54 
Perth e e 2 .. 17 | Melbourne .. 851 
Port Elizabeth  .. Li . . 1,284 m Teleg. mat 152 
Rotterdam.  Teleg. mat. 280 Montreal .. is "LO. 94 
Shanghai ..  .. .. „ 818 | Nagasaki. 1 knot s'bm'rinecable — 
Rvdney eo ee ee ee 18 New York ee eo ee oe 22 
Wellington .. «€ . 1,076 Perth .. p А ae .. 837 
Port Elizabeth oie "m ee 94 
9 Teleg. mat. ve 798 
Port Bald. Pr се T 99 
is Elec. cable .. 659 
Rio de Janeiro Е za 10 
Rosario. Teleg. mat. .. . 74 
St. Lucia os ee ee ee 22 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. wire 59 
Santos se ee ee ee 14 
Shanghai ee ee ee ee 224 
Singapore ee ee ee ee 101 
Sydney wo ees 2,408 
v. Teleg. mat. .. es 90 
Wellington 294 
s Teleg. mat. 2,423 
Yokohama .. - e 526 
Total ». £18,008 Total өө £29,897 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


New York. Elec. goods Value £70 | Sydney. Elec. lamps .. Value £100 


The Newton Tramear Life Guard.—On the 16th inst. 
there took place at Southport a trial of an improved type of life- 
guard attached to one of the Corporation cars. Thisis the invention 
of Mr. D. Newton, of Southport. The advautages claimed for the 
Newton improved patent lifeguard over existing ones now in use 
are:—(1) The platform or guard works loose on its pivots and is 
retained in its position by counter-balancing weights only. (2) The 

пага works in conjunction with, and independently of, the gate. 
3) The guard is drawn down by the gate through the medium of 
the cam and lever. (4) The guard is under direct control of the 
motorman, who can bring it down and return it to its position at 
will. (5) A ratchet wheel and pawl arrangement by which the gate 


and guard are locked. (6) The ease and comfort with which the 


on the scrap heap instead of his battery, and thus get a 


higher efficiency, at any rate, financially. 
Electrolyte. 


[MunicipaL TyRANNY.—We received, some days ago, а 
letter from a provincial correspondent on the subject of Mr. 
Metzger’s relations with the Manchester Electricity Com- 
mittee, but as it contains charges of a personal nature, and 
our correspondent declines to allow his signature to appear 
with the letter, we have no alternative but to withhold 
it from publication.—Eps, El. kC. Rev. ] 


Insulating Paper.—We have received from Messrs, 
Johneon & Phillips’s electric cable department a specimen disc of 
their standard pure Manilla” paper, such as is used on their cables 
made to the Post Office and other standard specifications. 
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NmwTON Lire Guarp. 1.—Normat Position; 2.—Ix ACTION. 


motorman can replace the guard in position again. (7) The guard 
coming down upon the rails will run smoothly along by means 
of the rollers, and any object picked эр by it would be retained. 
(8) The guard always maintains its horizontal positior, and 
is therefore not liable to be broken; if jolted from its seating 
it returns unaided, consequently not taking the attention 
of the motorman from his other duties. (9) The guard can 
be placed in operation in three ways, either separately or in con- 
junction with each cther. (10) Last, but not least, there are no 
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springs to get out of order. These, by constantly tugging at the 
guard, bring the front edge nearer and closer to the ground, ao that 
if acar is overloaded the guard is frequently broken. The operation 
of the guard will be clearly gathered from the diagram ; we under- 
stand that it has received the provisional approval of the Board of 
Trade. 


The Late Fire Congress.—We have been favoured with 
& copy of the official edition of the proceedings of the First Inter- 
national Fire Prevention Congress, which our readers will remember 
was held in July (from 6th to 9th) im London. It is published by 
the Public Health Engineer, of 50.52, Ladgate Hill, E.C., that 
journal having been entrusted with the responsibilities of Official 
Recorder. Tne book is not the sort of thing to take up and read 
through as one would do a novel; it is essentially a record, and as 
such possesses considerable value as a work of reference containing 
the views of the leading authorities of this and other countries in 
regard to the many perplexing problems which are for ever arising 
in connection with the very wide subject of fire prevention. The 
preparation of the record has neeessarily involved much labour and 
pains in ite preparation, and as one exemple of the sort of thing 
tbat has helped to make that so, it may be mentioned that the dis- 
cussions were carried on in several languages, but they appear in 
the report in Englisb. The edition is published in English, but an 
appendix of papers presented in French and German has been pro- 
duced for circulation abrcad. The electrical papers, which are 
printed with their discussions, are:—'' Safety and Control Arrange- 
ments of Fire Alarms," by Alex. Siemens; “The Necessity of 
Automatic Fire Alarm Systems with Direct Brigade Communication," 
by G. H. Oatway; “Electrical Risks in Theatres,” by Hip. 
Casier, of Créil ; "Necessary Practical Safeguards Against Lightning,” 
by Alfred Hands (this paper is fully illustrated); “ Electric Wiring 


and Electric Risks," by E. C. de Segundo. As a collection of up-to- - 


date and authoritative views on fire prevention matters, we should 
think that this volume is as complete as anything that has eo far 
appeared. The price of the publication is 208. net. 


* Antifrix " Packing.—We have received from Messrs. 
Boardman Bros., of Victory Works, Jordan Street, Knott Mill, 
Manchester, bome samples of this packing. It is composed of pure 
Italian asbestos yarn, combined with anti-friction metal with a 
melting point certified to be 371° O., or nearly 700° F. This is 
solutioned togetber and blocked under a pressure of 34 tons, and 
then vulcanised by a special process to render the packing abso- 
lutely steam and waterproof. It ів not affected by either heat or 
cold, and consequently cannot set hard when in store. It is said 
that neither water, steam nor oil will make any impression upon it, 
and it will not break up or fray. It will not score or flute the rods, 
as the metal employed in making it is softer than any rod of an 
engine. Owing to the very high melting point, the makers claim 
that it cannot be dissolved in any steam pressure so far obtained 
in apy engine, whether with superheated or wet steam, and, con- 
sequently, it will last well. Itis specially suitable for high pressure 
work, whether with steam engines, electrical machinery, or triple- 
expansion engines on steamers, or for mining machinery. There is 
no tallow whatever in the " Antifrix packing, and nothing that 
can possibly decompose, and it is stated that it will withstand any 
pressure. 


Oil Separators—‘ The Baker Oil Separator” is the 


title of a little pamphlet descriptive of the oil separator of the 
Baker’s Patent Appliances Co., Ltd., Scarborough, which depends 
for its action upon the cohesion of a series of sharply corrugated 
plates with the oily particles in the passing steam. It is claimed 
that these separators will separate oil down toa very small fraction. 
The principle of operation appears to be the division of the stream 
of exhaust steam into very numerous thin films by means of the 
above corrugated baffle plates. In passing through the narrow 
spaces between the plates each particle of. greasy water appears to 
make contact with the greasy plates which pick up the oil and allow 
it to drain to a point whence it can be removed. No words are 
needed to emphasise the undesirable results which may accrue from 
grease in a steam boiler, especially where there is carbonate of 
magnesia in the feed-water, since this salt forms a most undesirable 
and dangerous compound with grease, and may cause serious burn- 
ing of tubes and collapses of furnace crowns. 


Catalogues and Lists —Messrs. HOLDEN & BROOKE, 
Ltd., of Manchester, have now published a complete catalogue of 
their steam plant specialities. It is a very fine production with 
handy thumb index to the different sections, and in the course of 
220 pages some 190 well executed illustrations appear of their 
ejectors, feed beaters, steam dryers, oil separators, steam traps and 

umps, and so on. Any steam user can obtain a copy by dropping a 

e to Birius Works, West Gorton. 

А new pocket list has been brought out by PsxcHiLorp, Lrp., of 
Love Street, Sheffield, giving prices and particulars of their Psychi- 
loid sheeting, tubing, insulating handles, formers for multipolar 
machines, bobbins and commutator rings. Brief notes from teste 
made upon the material used as an electrical insulator are quoted. 

Mussrs. Влвсоск & Wircox, Ltp., owing to the large number 
of orders received from municipalities and others for complete 
installations of steam and feed pipes, have increased this depart- 
ment at their works, and this will enable them to give quicker 
deliveries. Up to 10 in. in diameter they are supplying steam 
pipes of solid drawn steel. They have placed before us a 
pamphlet with line and other drawings of their steam, exhaust, 
and feed pipes, which have beon extensively used, especially in 
electricity generating stations. They have further drawn up and 
issued a list giving the relative evaporations for certain sizes of 
Lancashire boilers and those of their own type, together with the 
space occupied. 


Mrssrzs. Gairrrras Bros. & Oo., of Bermondsey, have sent us 
a priced list of their Driorol quick-drying enamel, which they 
claim dries rapidly even over oily and greasy surfaces, and is 
suitable for all metal and wood work, and dries with a thin, fine, 
hard, elastic and glossy surface. It bas been used by leading rail- 
ways for years past. ; 

Messrs. D. Ноктт & Oo., Lry., of 55 and 56, High Holborn, 
W.O., рате issued a priced illustrated circular of their steel conduit 
tubes and fittings for electric wiring. 

Mrssns.J. Н. Horwzgs & Co., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, are circu- 
lating a supplementary list, showing some of the motor contracts 
booked by them for printing establishments since the issue of their 
April liet of 1,300 motors. The recent orders include one from the 
Bank of England for 27 motors, aggregating 604 B. k. r., and one 
motor of 120 B.. . for the Morning Post. Holmee-Olatworthy 
equipments have been supplied for a number of papers, including 
four sets for Hoe machines at the Datly Mail offices. 

A 46-page catalogue with excellent art paper and printing, which 
combine to produce a most effective result, has been brought out by 
Messrs. C. Renman & Sons, and it shows a number of the high- 
grade machine tools, such as are manufactured at their Pioneer 
Iron Works, Halifax. Some of the larger photographs illustrate 
the erecting shops, a group of automatic machines in service, and a 
group of planers; these are followed with descriptive particulars 
and first-class photo-process blocks of individual machines such as 

laning, sbaping, drilling machines, double and treble-geared 

thes, &c. 

Ме=вввв. Davip Ввгра®Е & Co., of Castleton Iron Works, Castle- 
ton, Manchester, have a variety of lists in circulation at the present 
time. Some of them are devoted to Heywood & Bridge's patent 
friction clutches, of which Jarge numbers have been supplied for 
light and heavy drives, its use for dynamo driving purposes being 
specially mentioned; another deals with the Baker oil separator, 
steam dryer, and steam cleanser; another illustrates and describes 
their ice-crushing machinery, pulley blocks, enclosed electric motors 
from 4 to 71 B.H.P.; yet another gives tabulated prices of the 
‘Mercary ” hard paper rim pulley; laet of all, we may mention a 
96-page catalogue, giving many fair-sized engravings of machinery 
supplied for india-rubber and gutta-percha manufacture. Views of 
the works are followed by illustrations of mixing, washing, immers- 
ing and refining, calendering, doublisg, spreading, sheet-cutting, 
wire-coiling and various other machine used in rubber and gutta- 
percha manufacture. 

A new edition of their general catalogue of their famous econo- 
miser has been issued by Messrs. E. Gamxs & Son, Lrp., of Wake- 
field. Itis an excellent production with manifold art illustrations 
aod other detailed drawings; power station engineers, and, indeed, 
all who are actively engaged in the design and equipment of power 
generating stations, will peruse it with interest and afterwards file 
it in an easily get-at-able place. The pictures include a number of 
typical interior and exterior views of the extensive works at Wake- 
field which are devoted exclusively to the firm's epecialities, i. c., 
economisers, air heatere, boiler-feed pumps, and small economiser 
engines. The works cover nearly 20 acres, and employ about 1,000 
men. The increasing demand for the Green economiser has necessi- 
tated a reorganieation of the business, and this has included the 
reconstruction of the works plant, the introduction of new 
tools and labour-saving devices, and the arrangement of additional 
facilities for speedily and effectively handling materials, &c. 'The 
letterpress ín this new catalogue details onoe more the value and 
advantages obtained from the use of economisers; gives many 
sectional illustrations showing parts, tabulated dimensions and 
capacities; a simple method for taking the chill off feed-water is 
described. Several peges are labelled electric section," and give 
records of certain performances. Some useful outline drawings show 
the arrangement of several sizes of economiser and their application 
for stated boiler plante. 

The WzsTERN ELECTRIC CO., of Queen Victoria Street, E.C., 
has just brought out a new and neatly set-out illustrated catalogue 
of telephone installations for electric traction systems. The con- 
tents include street sets for fitting on the side of feeder pillars, 
portable sets for fitting inside cars, central station and sub-station 
wall sets, desk instruments, central battery boards for up to 25 lines, 
various kinds of protective fuses, protectors and lightning arresters, 
and many small apparatus and details. Some appropriate wiring 
diagrame occupy the last 10 pages. 

The KxiaHLEv ErxcrBICAL ENGINBEBING Oo., of Vulcan Works, 
Keighley, have issued a new catalogue and price list of their 
dynamos, motors and motor starting switches. А full specification 
and efficiency curves of the machines aro followed with a table of 
motor sizes, speeds and prices, also a similar dynamo table. The 
E. P. D. and worm geared starters, also motor switch and starter 
panels are well illustrated and briefly described. 

Messrs. SPERRYN & Оо.,Ітр., of Hospital Street Works, Bir- 
mingham, who have a new electrical catalogue in the printers’ 
hands, have sent us a print of a switchboard equipped with a 
number of their new patent high-voltage main switches, ranging 
from 50 to 350 amperes. 

From the HypE ErLEzcTBICAL MaNuFACTURING Co., Lro., of Hyde, 
Manchester, there has come to hand a catalogue of their standard 
continuous-current four-pole motors of open, protected and enclosed 
types. A table of dimensions leads the way to a general descrip- 
tion and price and output table. Speeds, code words, reference 
numbers, prices and so on are conveniently shown. The special 
features of these motors are their all-steel carcase, with laminated- 
pole shoes, securing a high magnetic density in air-gap, and a total 
magnetic flux much beyond that obtained in the ordinary com- 
mercial machine, thus considerably extending the commutating 
limit. We understand that special attention has been paid to the 
ventilation of the field coils, as well as the armature, ventilating 
ducts being provided through the pole and. external casing, in 


Vol 5$. No. 1,353, Ooronnn 30, 1903] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


708 


line with suitably shaped vanes mounted in a corresponding duct 
in the armature core. : 

Messrs. BERGTHEIL & YouxG, of Camomile Street, E.C., have hit 
upon a strikingly effective idea for bringing home to newspaper 
proprietors and electrical engineering contractors the large amount 
of work that has been carried out by them in the equipment of 
newspaper offices with motor-driving. The title pages of a great 
number of newspapers and magazines have been reproduced in 
emall form and bound together, and it is pointed out that all of 
these publications are regularly produced upon presses electrically 
equipped by the firm. 

Another leaflet issued by Mzssnas. BERGTREIL & Youna dis- 
cusses organ blowing by electricity, and a list is given of à number 
oe and charches where organs have been equipped by the 

A circular giving prices of electric light carbons, and a list of 
carbon brushes, have come to hand from MxssRS. Мокзсн & SCHMIDT, 
of 43, Basinghall Street, E.C., who are the representatives in this 
couatry of J. A. Berne, of Paris. 

Mzssms. H. Ceci, Hopces & Co., of 52. Queen Victoria Street, 
E.0., have sent us a copy of their sheet No. 5 illustrating thetr 
instruments and switchboards of which they are making a special 
feature, having fitted up extensive works for more rapidly conduct- 
ing their manufacture. The firm are giving particular attention to 
central station and other switchboards, distribution boards, high 
tension switches and fuses in cast-iron cases, &c. Mr. James Gray, 
of 19, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, is the firm's sole agent for Scotland, 
Messrs. Dixon & Son, Imperial Buildings, Westgate Road, New- 
castle, for Newcastle and the Tyne district, and numerous other 
agents are appointed for various parts of England. 


Plant fer Sale.— Blackpool Electricity and Tramway 
Committee is offering for sale one each 50 and 60-Kw. rope-driven 
alternators with Fowler horizontal engines; one 50-K w. turbo- 
alternator; and three direct current motors. Bee our Official 
Notices ? to-day. 


The Transvaal's Imports of Electric Wire and 
Fittings.—The value of the imports of electric cables, wire and 
fittings into the Transvaal during the seven months ending with 
Jaly last is officially returned at £43,000, as compared with £20,000 
in the corresponding seven months of 1902. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Apparatus. — The 
largest monthly total of imports of foreign electrical goods and 
into this country so far this year was recorded in 
September, with £85,676, this comparing with only £78,407 in 
August last and £49,588 in September, 1902. For the first nine months 
of the current year the imports have reached a sum of £585,483, 
a contrasts with only £514,255 in the corresponding period of 
year. 


May-Oatway Fire Appliances.—The directors of the 
May-Oatway Fire Appliances, Ltd., in their second annual report, 
are able to show a net profit, the company having now turned the 
corner. Some large installations have been carried out during the 
year, and the turnover has been quadrupled. 


Trade Anneuncements.—Mr. Н. Willoughby Lance, 
who bas been connected with tbe Islington Electricity Works for 
the past seven years—íor the last three in the capacity of senior 
electrician on mhains—has acquired the electrical contracting 
business of Edward Leach, at Llandudno, with the sole agency for 
the district for the Brush Co.’s incandescent lamps. He has also 
been appointed agent for North Wales for Messrs. Fielding & Platt, 
gas and oil engine, &c., makers. Previous to his work at Islington, 
Mr. Lance was with the General Electric Co. and the Brush Electrical 
Engineering Co. 

Mr. R. G. Mercer, A. M. I. E. E., who has been with the British 
Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd., Prescot, for the last five years as 
outdoor superintendent, has been appointed as manager in Messrs. 
Psychiloid, Ltd., electrical insulating works, Sheffield. 

The Rhenish Bubber and Celluloid Co., Ltd., have removed their 
showrooms and offices to 68, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


“The Phielashok" (Oliver's Patent). — Messrs. 
Oliver & Co, arc lamp manufacturers, have introduced a new 
electrica] instrument or appliance in the form of an ordinary flat 
pocket pencil case, which they appropriately call а Phielashok.“ 
This instrument is for testing electric wires and apparatus to 
ascertain whether they are alive, and it owes ite introduction 
to the high-pressure of electric supply now prevailing in this 
country. A frequent test for electrification is by placing the body 
directly across the part in question, and the supposed other pole of 
the circuít, when a shock of either 230 or 460 volts may be expected. 
The Phielashok consists of an outer metal case, and «n inner 
sliding portion specially prepared of very low electrical conduc- 
tivity material, which is capped with metal. In making atest it is 
necessary to hold the metal case in one hand with the slide drawn 
out à certain distance, to place the other hand to one pole of thc 
circuit, and to touch the supposed other pole with the metallic end 


of the slider. Thus, the body will be placed in series with the low. 


conductivity slider, probably directly across the supply voltage, and 
if so a very slight shock will be experienced, giving an indication to 
the user that the wire or part is alive. Although the advantageous 
uses of this device may be many, its indiscriminate use on earthed 
systeme may be attended with considerable risk, unless a 
^ Phielashok is used in each hand. 


For Sale.—The Northwich Electric Supply Co. is invit- 
ing offers for 36 two-wire 220-volt and 18 three-wire 440-volt Aron 
wattmstera Boe our advertisement pages to-day. 4 


Schuckert Contracts.—The British Schuckert Electric 


Co., Ltd., have recently received the following orders, among 


others:—For Paisley Corporation, extensions to tramway switch- 


board, consisting of nine panels, with the necessary instruments and 
switch-gear; algo a negative booster set of 27 Kw. cavacity, to work 
in conjanction with the return current feeders. For the Dunlop 
Rubber Co., Ltd., Aston, through Mesars. Willans & Robinson, who 
are supplying the engine, а 275-Kw. direct current generator, 250 
volts, 340 revolutions per minute. This machine will operate in 
conjunction with the existing plant of the Dunlop Rubber Co., the 
whole of which, including generators, motors, &c., was installed by 
the British Schuckert Electric Co., Ltd. For the Lurgan Weaving 
Oo., Belfast, an 884-kw. combined direct-current generator, 220 
volta, and Allen steam engine, together with ejector condensing 


plant complete. 


Ferranti, Ltd.—4A statement has been issued by Messrs. 
A. W. Tait and A. Whittaker, the joint receivers and managers, 
giving an approximate balance-sheet at September 2nd, 1903. The 
liabilities, shares, debenturas, banker's loans and creditors are 
£413,597 ; the assets, as valued in the company's own books, stand 
at £15,524 short of this amount. 


Books Received.— Fowler's Mechanical Engineers’ 
Pocket Book." Manchester: The Scientific Publishing Co. 

Cours D'Electricité,” par Il. Pellat, Vol. 2. Paris: Gauthier- 
Villars, Imprimeur-Librarie. 1903. 

“ Notes on Material, Construction, and Design of Land Boilers,” 
by Edward G. Hillier. London: Taylor, Garnett, Evans & Co., 
Ltd., and The National Boiler and General Insurance Co., Ltd. 1s. 

“Notes on Electric Railway Economics and Preliminary Engi- 
neering,” by W. C. Gotshall. New York: McGraw Publishing Co. 
1903. 

" Designing Ironwork,” Second Series, Part IV., by Н. Adams, 
60, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 2s. | 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—In the High Court 
of Justice, Chancery Division, on the 27th inst., before Mr. Justice 
Buckley, the voluntary winding-up of George F. Milnes & Co., Ltd., 
was continued under the supervision of the Court, the receiver in 
ER debenture-holders'action being appointed as additional liqui- 

tor. 

Creditors of the Yorkshire Electric Power Syndicate must send 
particulars of their debts, &3., to the liquidator, Mr. J. W. Close, 7, 
Greek Street, Leeds, by November 21st. 

The last day for receiving proofs for intended dividends in the 
case of Harry South & Co., Ltd., Garrick Street, W.O., is November 
7th. Mr. H. H. Hilton, 7, Lothbury, E.C., liquidator. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Arbroath.—The Special Committee has recommended 
the T.C. to accept the offer of the Empire Electric Light and Power 
Co. for the lighting of the burgh. It is stated that the company 
intend to take over the prov. order acquired by the Council, and 
complete the scheme within twelve months. 


Bangalore.—It is proposed to utilise the surplus power 
of the electrical installation at the Cauvery Falls for lighting the 
cantonment. 


Barry.—Notice of an application to the B. of T. for amend- 
ment of the Barry Electric Lighting Order, 1901, appears in the 
London Gazette for October 23rd. 


Bath.—The R. D. C. has resolved to make, farther 
appl cation to the B. of T. for a prov. order embodying the whole 
of their district. 


Bedwellty Pits.— The Tredegar Г.О. has decided to 
light the village of Bedwellty Pits with electric light supplied by 
the Tredegar Iron and Coal Oo. at 4d. per unit. 


Bognor.—The U.D.O. has adopted the scheme of the 
Industrial Engineering Co. for installing the electric light into the 
town. By the scheme the company will lease the Council's order 


-for 21 years, with perpetual extensions of seven years, and find the 


capital and plant. The maximum rates for the supply of energy will 
be 44d. per unit for private lighting, 24d. per unit for public lighting, 
and 144. per unit for power. It is hoped to have the supply ready 
by July next. 


Bolton.—The Corporation Electricity Committee has 
resolved to apply to the B. of T. for permission to generate and 
transmit electric energy at a higher pressure. 


Bombay.— A discussion has arisen as to the voltage of 
supply for the electric light in the city, which the Brush Electrical 
Engineering Oo. is about to instal. It is asserted locally that the 
voltage should not be higher than 200, owing to the dampness of the 
atmosphere in the district, whereas the company wish to supply 
eaergy at 230 volts. It has, acoordingly, been recommenced 
that the Corporation inform the Government, that the former has 
been advised that a higher voltage than 200 for general lighting 
work is unsuitable to the local atmospheric conditions of Bombay, 
but that, if the Government is advised by its experts that a 
voltage of 230 would not be too high, the Corporation will have no 
objection to that voltage being sanctioned. 


704 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. Vol. 53. No. 1,353, Оотовив 30, 1908. 


Bristol.—The Corporation Electricity Committee has 
adopted a scheme for free wiring and hiring out motors on the 
hire-purchase system. The free wiring will be carried out through 
local contractors. 


Calne.—The Southern District Electricity Corporation has 
informed the T.C. that it intends to apply to the B. of T. fora 
prov. order for the lighting of the town, and the T.O. has replied 
that it cannot uphold the corporation's decision as it is contemplat- 
ing making a similar application. 

Caterham.—The Urban Electricity Supply Co. is now 
supplying energy for public lighting from its new generating 
station recently erected. The plant comprises two G.E.C. dynamos 
of 44 Kw. each, connected to Belliss & Morcom engines of 70 B H.P. 


The U.D.C. has the option of purchasing the undertaking after a 
certain period. 


East Molesey.— Messrs. Edmundson’s Electric Lighting 
Corporation has received the consent of the U.D.C. to obtain a 
prov. order for the lighting of the town, and has fixed the prices 
for the supply of energy as follows:—Private lighting, 7d. per 
B.T.U. for the first hour per day on the maximum demand, and 
3d. per unit afterwards; public lighting at 24d. per unit. 


Germany.— The municipal authorities of Bonndorf have 
decided on the establishment of a central electric lighting station 
in the town at an estimated cost of £7,500. 


Gillingham (Dorset).—The P.C. has appointed experts 
to go into the question of installing the electric light in the town, 
and to prepare a scheme. It is proposed to utilise the water ata 
disused mill for driving the machinery, and the cost of energy 
is put at 5d. per unit. | 


Grantham.— The generating plant at the Urban 
Electric Supply Co.’s electricity works, recently opened, comprises 
two Belliss & Morcom compound engines of 136-н.р. each direct 
coupled to Parker dyuamos. Steam is derived from two Hornsby 
water-tube boilers, fitted with Mildrum's stokers and their forced 
draught system. The feed pumps are by J. P. Hall & Co.; feed 
water heater and detartariser by Wm. Boby; the piping has been 
supplied by Stuart Lloyd; the valves by Dewrance & Co.; switch- 
board of the Edmundson pattern; the D.P. Battery Co. bas 
supplied the storage battery which consists of 130 celis of 600 
amperes-hours capacity, and each is connected with a large multiple 
regulating switch, which is controlled from the switchboard. A third 
Hornsby boiler is in course of erection, and is to be of the vertical 
type. The boosters were supplied by T. Parker, Ltd. The over- 
head travelling crane in the engine room is capable of lifting 
5 tons. 


Grimsby.—The T.C. has decided tbat consumers of 
energy for power purposes shall be supplied at 1d. per unit during 
the day time under certain conditions, and that charges for the 
time switch shall be as follows:—Motors up to 5-н.р., £2 a year; 


above 5 and up to 10-H.P., £2 108. ; about 10 and up to 20-Ħ P., £3; 
above 20-H P., £4. | 


nley.—On October 20th a L.G.B. inquiry was held 


rel е to the application of the T.C. for a loan of £17,600 for 
віз с lightingiextensions. 


Harrogate.— The T.C. has resolved to accept the offer 
of the B. T. H. Co. for the supply and erection of a 750-xw. Curtis 
turbine with condensers and accessories, for £6,736, and for the 
temporary loan of a 300-xw. turbine, free of cost, until the 750- 
KW. Curtis turbine can be supplied and erected. 


Heavitree.—The U.D.C. on October 22nd decided to ask 
Messrs. Frank Suter & Co. if they are disposed to undertake the 
lighting of the district by electricity, and if so, upon what terms. 


Huddersfield.—The T.C. has decided to apply to the 


B. of T. for a prov. order to enable it to extend the supply to 
Golcar. 


Hull.— Mr. J. T. Skinner has retired from the chair- 
manship of the E.L. Committee through ill-health. 


India.—An electric light and power plant is to be installed 
at the Insein workshops by Messrs. Burn & Oo. at a cost of 
Ra. 33,500. 

The Rangoon Municipal Committee, at the special meeting 
held to consider the report of Mr. Meares, electrical engi- 
neer to the Government of Bengal, on tenders for the 
electric lighting and power undertaking in Rangoon, resolved 
to call for amended tenders in the terms of Mr. Meares’ note. The 
original tenders not having been accepted, five firms tendered, one 
of which was not considered as being in form. Mr. Meares 
adberes to his recommendation of last year for a continuous 
current system for Rangoon, and strongly objects to overhead wires. 


Italy.—Application has been made for a concession to 
put down a plant to utilise the water power of the River Cartiere, 
near Grevone, in the generation of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes at Amalfi. 


Kirkcaldy.—The Joint Sub-Committee of the T.C. and 
Harbour Commission intends, if possible, to promote the Bills for 
Pim lighting and tramways and the harbour extension as one 

i 

Kettering.—The U.D.C. has decided to promote a 

special Act of Parliament conferring upon tbe Council powers to 


undertake wiring and the supply of electric light fittings and 
motors. | 


Karachi,— Messrs. Marshall, Sons & Co. have prepared а 
scheme for the lighting of the town, but owing to the funds of the 
municipality being insufficient, the scheme cannot be adopted. 
An essential feature of the scheme was the public lighting, without 
which it would not have paid sufficient returns on the outlay. 


Kingswear.—The electric light was first switched on to 
the village for public lighting on the 22nd inst. 


London. WESTINSTER.—It has been agreed that 
the City Council enter into a yearly agreement with the West- 
mineter Electric Sapply Corporation, Ltd., for the supply of 
electricity to the Council for lighting purposes at 34d. per unit, and 
for power purposes at half that price without any guarantee as to 
minimum consumption, and that in the event ofa general reduction 
being made to consumers, a proportionate reduction would be 
allowed to the Council. 

SrEPNEY.—The Electricity Committee of the B.C. has decided 
in favoar of expending £2,845 in mains extensions, £1,670 in arc 
lighting extensione, and £250 in incandescent lighting extensions 
with Nernst lamps. 

Pappineton.—The negotiations between the B.C. and the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. for the lighting of the streets 
have fallen through. 

CaMBERWELL.—The County of London and Brush Provincial 
Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., are to bring before the B. of T. the 
following conditions which the В.О. seek to impose with regard to 


placing a transformer box in Burbage Road :—“ Application of 


company granted, subject to any disturbance of the footway or road- 
way being made good to the satisfaction of the borough engineer, 
and subject to an undertaking by the company that should the site 
or any portion thereof or the works connected therewith be required 
for public purposes, the company will pay the cost of removal 


or of any alterations." 


Ludlow.—A L.G.B. inquiry was held on 22nd inst. 
into the application of the T.C. for sanction to borrow £8,250 for 


‘electric lighting purposes. 


Mansfield. Owing to the increase in the supply of 
electricity, the T C. has decided to extend the mains ata cost of 


‘about £1,000. 


The electrical engineer has been instructed to select a slot meter 
for adoption, and to report on a scheme for supplying energy for 
yower purposes. 

Milford-on-Sea.—The electric light has just been in- 
augurated in the district. The work in connection with the scheme 


has been carried out by Messrs, Christy Bros. & Middleton, for the 
Milford-on-Sea Electricity Supply Co. 


Pitlochry, N.B.—A scheme has been drawn up for the 


lighting of the town by electricity, and it is proposed to obtain the 
necessary power from the River Tummel. 


Risca.—The Empire Electric Lighting Co. has notified 


the D.O. of its intention to apply for a prov. order to supply energy 
in the district. | 


Spain.— Work has just been commenced on the establish- 
ment of a central electric lighting station at La Guardia (Alavay). 


Strabane.— Mr. Llewellyn Preece and Mr. R. V. Mac- 
rory visited the town last week for the purpose of locating а site for 
the Ulster Electric Power Co.'s proposed electric lighting and power 
scheme. The company propose to establish electric power stations 
inthe towns of Newry, Portadown, Dungannon, Kilrea, Strablane, 
and Belfast, and for this purpose a special Act of Parliament is 
about to be promoted. 


Tamworth.—The T.C. proposes to apply to the B. of T. 
for a prov. order to supply electricity to the town and the contiguous 
ortions of the rural district. The Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and 
ogineering Oo. is applying for a similar order. 
Thornbury.—The R.D.C. has applied for a prov. order 
for electric lighting in opposition to a syndicate which is making a 
similar application. | 
Wimbledon.—A L.G.B. inquiry has been held into the 


application of the U. D. C. fora loan of £1,300 for the provision of 
water storage plant at the electricity works, 


ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


Altrincham.— The poll on the electric tramways ques- 
tion has resulted in & majority of 213 in favour of the U.D.C. 
applying for a prov. order. 


Batley.—The Healey and Mount Pleasant sections of 
electric tramways which have been constructed by the Batley Cor- 
poration and leased to the B.E.T. Co., were opened for the public 
convenience on Monday. Originally the Corporation intended to 
iteelf work the lines, but after negotiations it was decided to 
lease them to the company. Both sections start near the centre of 
the town and connect with the Traction Co.’s Dewsbury 
and Spen Valley main line. At present a quarter of an hour's 
service is being run, and this will be continved if the number 
of passengers warrants it. Energy is supplied by tbe Corpora- 
tion. The cars are of the Westinghouse type. Steam trams 
are still running along Bradford Road from Dewsbury, 
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through Batley to Gomersal. This system is to be electrically 
equipped by the Traction Co., who bought out the shareholders 
some time ago, and it is expected that the work will be commenced 
early in the Spring. 


Belfast and Bangor.—<A scheme is on foot for the con- 
nection of the North of Ireland capital with Bangor, a fashionable 
watering place on Belfast Lough, by an electric tramway. The 
e aid is 12 miles by road. Both places are already connected by 

way. 


Berlin Railways.—Reuter says that on 28rd inst. the 
Biemens electric car which is being used in the high-speed experi- 
mente, attained a speed of 128 miles per hour over parts of the 
course traversed. Reports of 131 miles having been attained have 
since been received. 

The Berlin correspondent of the Jforning Post says that the 
Prussian Government hss decided to turn to practical account the 
magnificent results of the high-speed trials on the Berlin-Zossen 
Electric Railway. The Government has opened negotiations with 
a German electrical company for the construction of a high-speed 
electric railway between Berlin and Hamburg. 


Brighton.—On Tuesday, the 20th inst., the Tramways 
Committee, accompanied by various officiale, went round the 
recently completed extensions in London Road and the Old Steine 
for the first time, and as everything went off in a satisfactory 
manner, a request was at once sent for a Board of Trade inspector to 
come down. It is hoped to have the new routes open for the public 
early next week. ; 


Cavehill and Whitewell (Uister).— At a meeting of 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council at Dublin Castle last 
.week, Mr. Ronan, K.C., applied on behalf of the Cavehill and 
Whitewell Tramways Co. for an order authorising them to increase 
their capital and extend their borrowing powers. In December, 
1899, an agreement was entered iuto between the British Electric 
Traction Co. and this company which provided, amongst other 
things, that “the Electric Traction Co. should, as and when required 


by the company, subecribe, or tind subscribers, for so many of the. 


ordinary shares of the company of £1 each as should be necessary 
to provide the capital that may be required for the reconstruction, 
electrical conversion, and equipment of the tramway." The object 
of the present application for permission to increase the company's 
capital was, therefore, to enable the agreement to be carried into 

. effect. The Committee held that, according to the provisions of 
the company's Act of Parliament, they had no jurisdiction to deal 
with the application. They expressed no opinion with regard to 
the merits of the case. 


France.—L’ Industrie Electrique published recently its 
annual statistics of electric railways and tramways in France. The 
applications of electric traction have not made such progress there 
as was at first expected. and this is due in a great measure to the 

т financial results of many of the existing undertakings. The 
length of the lines reaches 1.994 kilometres, an increase of only 
500 kilometres in two years, or an average of 250 kilometres a year. 
This increase is small, however, compared with that for the period 
1900-1901, when it was near 700 kilometres. The power of the 
central stations has increased even less rapidly, it being 74,000 kilo- 

metres in 1903, or an increase of 10,000 over 1901, whilst it went 
from 28,000 to 64,000 in the year 1900-1901. The following are the 
chief characteristics of electric railways and tramways in France for 
the last 10 years :— 
1893. 1999. 1900. 1401. 1908. 


Total length of lines in kilometre .. 874 4875 "1528 1,+46:89 1,9943 
Total power in kilowatts .. T . . 1,525 18,718 28,303 64,443 73.997 
Total number of carriages, automotors.. 20 759 1,295 2,126 3,004 
Number of lines with aerial conductor .. 42 £6 4 85 
Number of lines with undergroucd 
conductor .. "^ £x s 3 
Number of lines with projecting rall .. 
Number of lines with accumulators 
Number of mixed lines (accumulator 
and trolleys) бя m аа e 
Number of mixed lines (trolley and 
underground cable) Ww e: be 
Number of mixed lines (surface contact 
and trolley) se oe oe sd 0 


a 
5 
8 
18 


4 
0 7 31 


о о Keo rim 


2 R 

1 1 4 

6 6 8 

4 4 6 

1 2 2 
| 0 

Ascan be seen, the number of trolley lines has scarcely increased 


for these last few years; on the other band, the mixed surface- 
- contact and trolley reach 31 in 1903 againet 7 in 1901. 


Glasgow.—In connection with the extension of the 
tramways to Paisley, the T.C. are experimenting with an improved 
process of electrically welding the rail-joints. The apparatus in 
being operated by the Lorain Steel Co. The extension to Paisley 
is expected to be ready for opening shortly. 


Handsworth.—The South Staffordshire Tramways Co. 
have agreed to accept £5,250 for the part of tte company's under- 
taking, including the Holyhead Road depôt, which is within the 
district; and the Corporation electrical engineer has been instructed 
to prepare plans, sections, aud specifications for the reconstruction 
and re-equipment of the line. 


Hull.— A service of electric cars between Hull, White- 
friar Gate Bridge and Victoria Pier was opened on 20th inst. 


Liverpool.—Councillor Thomas Utley is again drawing 
attention to what he affirms to be the grave mistakes of the Tram- 
way Committee in administering the electric tramways, For five 
months Mr. Utley has had a notice of motion on the Council 


practical, and would have to be dropped 


summons asking that independent experts ‘shall be engaged to 
report as to the cost of working the system; but a majority of the 
City Councillors are opposed to bim, and when he rises to speak on 
an important subject of which notice has been given, it is found 
that there is not & quorum, and the house is "counted out," and 
Mr. Utley is foiled. He contends openly that the covers for the 
electric cars, which were ordered at a cost not exceeding £60 each, 
could have been obtained under tender for £30 each, and tbat the 
types of covers obtained so far have been unsuitable, costly, and 
wrong in principle. | 


Llanberis.— Our Pontypridd correspondent says :— 
“ In the quarry districts operations are proceeding with the view of 
starting the great electrical works at Шуп Llydaw. Engineers are 
surveying land for the purpose of laying down a railway from 
Portmadoc through Gwynant Pass on through Bettwsycoed to 
Corwen, which will be worked with electric power if the scheme is 
carried through.” 


London.—Sir Herbert Jekyll presided on Tuesday over 
a conference of West Middlesex local authorities as to the forma- 
tion of by-laws governing the service of the London United 


, Electric Tramways. Mr. Balfour Browne, K. O., and Mr. Clifton 


Robinson were for the company, and Twickenham, Chiswick, Brent- 
ford, Hanwell, Teddington, Hampton, and Hampton Wick districts 
were represented. Dealing with the arguments adduced, the presi- 
dent said that in many instances the drafts submitted by the 
different authorities exceeded the model code of the Board of 
Trade, and there must be uniformity. This particularly applied to 
the speed of the electric cars. Some districte wanted them to run 
above the Board of Trade standard, others below, but anything 
done would have to be subject to the Board of Trade. The Board 
quite recognised that the code as it applied to old horse traction 
was quite inoperative in the altered condition of electric traction, 
and they were considering the question of speeds. He advised that 
the existing conditions should be left unchanged, and the Board 
would communicate with the district authorities when 
the new speed limits were fixed. The Brentford Council asked 
for a speed indicator on each car, but that was quite un- 
The suggestion of 
Brentford that every car should be disinfected once a month to the 
satisfaction of the local authority was ullra vires, and the idea of 
the same body that each conductor should produce the by-laws when 
called upon was governed by the Board of Trade regalations. Mr. 
Clifton Robinson said the company would give a bonus of £500 to 
any опе who could design a reliable speed indicator. Mr. Balfour 
Browne questioned the power of the local authorities to make by- 
laws, but the president at that stage would not entertain a legal 
argument.— The Times. 


London County Council.—At a meeting of the Council 
on Tuesday, the Highways Committee reported that it would be 
necessary to remove certain pipes and mains under the carriageway 
of Tower Bridge Road in connection with the construction of the 
tramway in that road. Some of the mains belong to the Bermondsey 
Borough Council, which had received notice from the Council's con- 
tractors to remove the mains in order to provide sufficient depth for 
the formation of the conduit. The Borough Council suggested that 
the mains should be placed as far as possible in the Tower Bridge 
Road subway and its laterals, but the best and least expensive 
course to adopt would be to carry the mains through the arch of 
the subway. It was decided to permit the Borough Council to effect 
the removal in the latter manner. 

An expenditure of £2,500 was approved for making surveys, pre- 

ing plans, &c., in connection with the proposed reconstruction of 

the Streatham cable tramways, the extension of the lines from the 

present terminus in Tooting High Street for a short distance along 

Defoe Road, so as to provide a fresh terminus, and the acquisition 
of certain tramways south of the Thames. | | 


Manchester.—It is stated that a gross profit of £91,771 
is shown as the result of the last balf-year's working of the Cor- 
poration Tramwaye. The revenue amounted to £315,970, and the 
working expenses, including depreciation, £228,496. The Day 
Dispatch says that it is intended to dispose of this profit as fol- 
lows:—Interest, £24,302; sinking fund, £12,605; rent of lines, 
£10,858; and leaseholds, £900, the net profit being £43,405. Mr. 
M'Elroy, the general manager, points out that the half-year just 
closed, embracing as it did the whole of the summer traffic, would, 
of course, show a much better financial result than the coming half- 
year, and consequently it would be fallacious to estimate the 
financial results for the yearton the. basis of the first half-year's 
profit. The depreciation allowed for was arrived at as follows:— 
Permanent way at £400 per mile of single track per annum, the 
estimated average life of the track beiug 10 years. Rolling stock 
5 per cent. on the outlay. The cars will be efficiently maintained 
out of revenue. Overhead equipment 5 per cent. on the outlay. 
The principal item of cost of the overhead equipment is that of the 
poles. These will not to any marked degree depreciate, and the 
trolley line iteelf will be efficiently maintained out of revenue. 
The sam put down for depreciation in this case, therefore, may be 
viewed in the light of a charge for obsolescence of plant. In a 
summary comparing the operating expenses per car-mile during the 
half-year against the previous 12 monthe, it is shown that with the 
exception of traffic salaries and wages, rente, rates, car repairs, and 
permanent way repairs, all the items showed an increase. The 
increase under the head of wages was due to the advance given to 
the men at the commencement of the year, and the increase under 
the head of rents, rates, &o, was due to the increased assessment of 
the track and equipment for rating purposes, 
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West Ham. — Members of the Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers last Saturday week inspected the West Ham electric power 
station at Canning Town. This large station is not yet complete, 
but it is anticipated that within six months the whole of the 
machinery will be in working order. The visitors were received by 
Alderman Kettle, the mayor, and Mr. Councillor Byford, the 
deputy-mayor, and by Mr. J. K. Bock, the borough electrical engi- 
neer. The installation at the beginning will comprise two 2,000- 
H.P., two 1,000-н.Р., and two 500-H.P. engines and alternators for 
lighting; and three 750-н.р. engines and dynamos for tramways. 
There are 17 Babcock & Wilcox water-tube boilers. The visitors 

were subsequently conveyed to the old station at Abbey Mills, and 
here, of course, everthing wss in full working order, although the 
engines were not all running at the moment. The new Canning 
Town station, together with the generating plant, will cost approxi- 
mately £164,000, and the capacity of the plant at present on order 
will be 9,100 н.р, ; 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Hull Telephones.—The Corporation on Wednesday last 
week received sanction for a loan of £43,000 for starting the muni- 
cipal scheme. А full report of the inquiry appeared in our columns 
some weeks ago. 


Indian Telegraphs.— Proposals are definitely under con- 
sideration for the reduction of the rates of iuland telegrams. 


New Zealand Cables.—The Sydney Daily Telegraph 
for September 14th contained the following interesting dispatch:— 

With regard to the threat of the Eastern Extension Co. to lift 
their two cables between New Zealand and Australia unless better 
support is accorded by the mercantile community, Sir Joseph Ward, 
Postmaster- General, in the course of an interview, said :— 

' The intimation that there is a possibility of the Eastern Cable 
Co. lifting the cables between Australia and New Zealand is a ques- 
tion that ought not to in any way disturb this colony. If the 
Eastern Co. were to carry out ite threat, I should hail it with much 
satisfaction, as it would give an opportunity of putting down a 
Btate-owned cable direct between the Commonwealth and this 
colony ; and this, with the present portion of the Pacific cable now 
connecting us with Queensland, would give the colony a splendid 
service between the two countries. 

“If the Eastern Co. are anxious to get out of the inter-colonial 
trade, the Government of New Zealand are quite prepared to nego- 
tiate their cables, provided the price is satisfactory. 

"It probably has escaped public attention that some time ago I 
asked a representative of the company whether they were prepared 
to sell their cables, and, if so, to state the price. Beyond a reply 
that the matter would be referred to tbe directors, I have received 
no further intimation of any kind from him on this head. 

"In my opinion, the ideal cable system between Australia and 


New Zealand would be a Btate-owued one, with greatly reduced 


inter-colonial rates compared with those already existing. The old 
idea of high cable rates per word ought to be consigned to oblivion. 

“ My own opinion is, that the rates between Australia and New 
Zealand will never be satisfactory until brought down to the level 
of rates for land lines, so as to bring their use within the reach of 
all. There is no doubt when that time arrives the revenue will be 
an eye-opener compared with anything that has hitherto been 
achieved over submarine cables with the restrictive rates that have 
been in existence." 


Simla Telegraphs.— Оп 21st inst. a farewell dinner was 
to be held at the United Service Club, at Simla, to officere of the 
Government of India about to retire from service. Mr. Maclean, 
Director-General of Telegraphs, is among those retiring. 


Swansea Telephones.—The municipal telephone system 
has at present 378 lines working, and the rentals will open on 
November 5th, the date of the official opening of the exchange. 


Telegraphic Interruptiofis and Repairs :— 


CABLES, | INTERRUPTED, 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ee ee ee 
Dominica-Martinique .. ee "T ee 


RaPAIRED, 
oe Aug. 27, 1901 „ ae 
ee May 7, 1902 ee ee 


Bt. Lucia-Martinique oe ee oe eo ee May 7, 1902 oo ee 
Guadeloupe-Martinique T T ec „„ May 7, 1902 s 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee oe ee ee ee Aug. 18, 1902 ee өө 
В%. Lucia-St. Vincent .. ee ee ee oe Sept. 19, 1902 ee ee 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran T ee Oct. 22,1902 ., Е 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. se ee .. Feb. 27,1908 .. 
New York-Haiti aie ee .. April 18, 1908 . se 
Nsgasaki-Fusan .. Oct. 19, 1903 Oct. 26 
Japan-Corea ee .. Oct. 19, 1903 Oct. 27 
LANDLINES 
Communication with Puerto- Barrios .. July 28, 1208 


Wireless Telegraphy.—Further experiments with Mar- 
coni's system are to be instituted by the Telegraph Department in 
J ndia during the ensuing cold weather. 


Dr. de Forest, the inventor of a system of wireless telegraphy 
much used in America, has been over to show its value to the British 
Post Office authorities. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barrow-in-Furness.—The Corporation wants tenders 
for the completion of the electric lighting installation at Hawcoat 
and Walney Police Stations and the Pig Slaughtering Hall and 
Lairage at the Public Abattoirs. Particulars at the borough engi- 
neer's office, Town Hall. 


Beckenham.—November 9th. Electric wiring under 
free wiring scheme. See “Official Notices " October 16th. 


Bermondsey.—November 9th. Low-tension feeder, and 
arc lighting, cables; arc and incandescent lamps, standards, switch- 
boxes, &c. See Official Notices to-day. 


Biackpool.—November 14th. One 450-Kw. traction 
set (vertical triple-expansion engine and multipolar generator). See 
“ Official Notices” October 23rd. 


Chorley.—The Corporation invites offers for ita electric 
lighting order. See Official Notices " October 23rd. 


Glasgow, &c.—May-Oatway Fire Appliances, Ltd., are 
inviting tenders for wiring for a number of ins‘allations of their 
fire alarm system. See Official Notices ” to-day. 


Harrogate. — November 16th. High tension mains. 
Bee “ Official Notices to- day. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative:— Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See “ Official. 
Notices " August 28th. 


Kilmarnock.—November 18th. Lancashire boilers; 
engines and dynamos; crane; battery; and switchboard for eleo- 
tricity scheme, Bee “ Official Notices” October 9th. 


Leeds.—November 13th. Forty-five tons of piping 
and valves for the electricity works. See Official Notices October 
23rd. 


London.—November 8rd. Engine, dynamo, wiring, 
&c., for an installation at the Abbey Mills Pumping Station at West 
Ham, for the L.C.C. See “Official Notices” October 2nd. 


Manchester.— November 5th. The Paving, Sewering 
and Highways Committee invite tenders for laying anderground 
telephone pipes (Contract No. 8), with other appurtenaat works, 
Specification, &c., at the City Surveyor's Office, Town Hall, Man- 
chester (two guineas ) 


Radceliffe.— November 14th. Lighting and traction 
switchboards and accessories; rail bonds for the U.D.C. See 
“ Official Notices October 23rd. 


Spain.—November 5th. Tenders are being invited until 
November 5th by the Municipal Authorities of Caraminal (Coruna 
province) for the concession for the electric lighting of the town 
during a period of 20 years. Tenders are to be sent to El 
Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Caraminal (Coruna) whence par 
ticulars may be obtained. 


Swansea. October 31st. Permanent way, rails, special 
work, overhead equipment, cables, ducts, &o., for tramways. See 
* Official Notices " September 25th. 


Swansea.—October 81st. Ducts, troughs, cables, wires, 
street boxes, &. See Official Notices September 25th. 


Swindon.— November 16th. Steel poles, overhead 


equipment for tramways, arc lamps, &c., for the Corporation. Bee 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—December 30th. Tenders will be 
received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, 
New South Wales, from persons desirous of contracting for the 
supply to the D: partmental Stores, Sydney, of telegraph, telephone, 
and electric light material. Specifications, &c., may be seen, and 
tender forms obtained at the General Post Offices, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Hobart and Perth. Samples may 
also be seen at Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide. 


Todmorden.—October 31st. Lancashire boiler ; steam 

be deren pumps, switchboard, battery, cables, crane, c., for 
ectricity supply. See “ Official Notices " October 9th. 

Wednesbury. — November 20th. Electric wiring of 
public buildings. See Official Notices” October 23rd. 
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Aberdeen.— The T.C. has «сер the tender of Mr. P. 
Tawse for the construction of a new cable subway for £9,799. The 
subway is to be 6 ft. 6 in. high x 4 ft. 6 in. wide, and in length 
abont 700 yds. An electric fan is to be erected for ventilating,’and 
electric lights will be placed throughout the tunnel. The subway 
is to hold 52 cables, and if necessity arises 12 more. 


Bradford.—The T.C. has aocepted the tenders of Mr. 
John Beet, for the construction of a tramway from Pateley Bridge to 
Lofthouse, at £20,900, and also for a tramway from Lofthouse to 
Aogram Reservoir, ‘at £5,385. 


Bradford.—The contract for the electric lighting of 
Lapage Street Board Schools and Swimming Baths has been secured 
by the Bradford Electrical Engineering Co. 


Brighton.—The Tramways Committee received tenders 
from six firms in response to its advertisement for teuders for 
20 fully -equipped electric cars: 


Brush Electrica] Engineering Co. os ds vs .. £10,210 
Dick, Kerr & Co. [E .9 ee ee ee 10,200 

(alternative) ee 88 és sè E 10,680 
Witting, Eborall & Co. - xe Ру es sd 10,650 
British Rlectric Car Co., Lid. ee ee ee ee ee 10,790 
British Thomeoa-Houston 20. ө xx b esa ee 10.940 
British Westinghouse Co. ES ; 8 11,340 


For 800 ‘tone: or RAILS, Faar etii: a 


P. & W. McLellan ee ео .. oe ee £5,157 
Brush Electrical Biigineering Co. vs T v we 5,221 
А. Реппеу & Со. ae ae s. hae 5,227 
H. Gie ee ee ee oe ee oe ee 5,408 
P. P. imby & Co. es ee ee oe ee ee eo 5,687 
Bolckow. Vaughan & Co. .. " ss s "T T 5,962 
Walter Scott & Co. ee ee ee ee ees ee ee 0,221 
Macleod & Co. . i. 855 is as - tM 7,182 
E. Le Bas & Co. (incomplete) : $a is ss s 4,685 
Bteel, Tozer & Peech (incomplete) aa ss xa ee 5,996 
For Points AND Crossincs, BOLTS, &c. 
Edgar Allen & Co. ve ee ee ee ee ee £2,905 
Had field’s Steel Foundry Co. ©» s гә ws 2,919 
Brush Electrical Paginering со. 705 sè "E - 8,216 
P. and W. McLellan.. as ee i 8,352 


The Tramways Committee, after duly кн the tenders, 
recommend the Town Council to accept the following: 


Cars, Diok, Kerr & Со. “i 4° ee .. £10,200 
Rails, Bolckow, Vaughan & ‘Co. sU 5,963 
Points and Crossings, Hadfleld's Steel Foundry Co. s 29,028 — 
Sole plates, Edgar Alien & Co., Ltd. «„ 687 


Bristol.—The Electrical Committee of the Т.О. on 
Friday accepted the tender of Mr. McNaughton for arc lamp 


Bolton.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Green & Sons for the supply of economisers for the electricity 


Devonport.—The following is a list of tenders sub- 
mitted to the Corporation Electricity Department for negative 


booster :— 
Guaranteed Contract 
efficiency. Price, 
Walker & Hodgetts, Ltd. i вә eo 80% £810 
British Electric Plant Co., Ltd. oe ee 70% 810 
Crompton & Co., Ltd. as % 818 
Brash Electrical Engineering Co. (accepted) és 82% 827 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. ET DN 1272596 332 
Industrial ene ы Г Со., Ltd. ae - 5, 72% 488 
Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd. “a es Us 79% 841 
Keighley Engineering соз Lad. "t aD T 80:53% 847 
Johnson & Phillips m oe T 81% 875 
Rhodes Electrical Co. .. 2 ws $a ғә TI X, 890 
Mavor & Coulson, Ltd. oe ee "s e 79% 893 
Thomas Parker, Ltd. . s "s es 11:690 893 
British Westinghouse Co., Ltd. „ T% 397 
Lancashire Dynamo soa Motor Co., La. RES 78% 410 
Laurence, Scott & Co. . E : ЗА ee 175% 490 
Mather 4 Platt, Lid. . oe 75% 425 
Lister Electric Manufacturing Co., Lid. oe 762% 488 
British Schuckert Electric Co., Ltd. is T 76% 455 
Electric Conatruction Co,, Ltd. © 0% 45 


The Brush Co.’s tender was accepted on pre of the high 
efficiency guaranteed. 


Hackney and Stepney.—Mesers. Rowland Carr & Co. 
have secured the order as sub-contractors to Messrs. Crompton and 
Co., Ltd., for 40 arc lamp columns and accessories for Hackney. 
They have also obtained a further order from the New Century Aro 
Lamp Co., for 40 aro lamp columns required for Stepney. In 

Messrs. Carr have booked the contract for the steel 
troughing required in connection with the electrification of the 
Underground Railways. 


King's Norton and Northfield.—The U.D.C. has 
accepted the tender of Mesars. R. W. Blackwell & Co. for the 
overhead equipment of the Pershore Road tramway at £2,718. 


Sheffield.—The Т.С. has accepted the tender of the 
National Rail and Tramway Appliances Co. for the supply of 75 car 
sets of National life-guards at £5 5s. each. 


Southend.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Crompton & Co., for the supply of instruments for the electricity 
works at £163. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Satorday, October 31st.—At 7.30. Glasgow Technical College 
Scientific Society. Paper by Prof. Alexander MacLay 
on “The Evolution of a Technical College." 

Tuesday, November 3rd.—At 8 p.m. London Electrical Contrac- 
tors’ Association. Frascati Rastaurant, Oxford Street. 
W. Paper on A model Specification for Contractors’ 
Use,” by Mr. W. R. Rawlings. 

[Other fixtures are:—December 1st, Mr. F. B. Joseph on 
“Are we Tradesmen?” January 5th, Mr. R. B. Johnson on 
‘The Necessity for the Standardisation of Wiring Rules.“ 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. First ordinary 
meeting. Address by Sir William Н. White, the 
President, and presentation of medals and priz3s 
awarded by the Coancil. . 

Wednesday, November 4th.—At 6.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Glasgow). Second Annual Dinner, at the 
Grand Hotel. 

Thursday, November 5th.—At 8.30 p.m. Röntgen Society. 
ing at Hanover Square. Presidential address. 

Saturday, November 7th.—At 7 p.m. Salford Science Students’ 
Association. Meeting. Questions for discussion :— 

1. What is the best form of condenser for highly superheated 
steam ? 

2. The keying of bosses to shafts. 

8. What are the possibilities of Aerial таардан between 
Eagland and France? 

4. Is it advisable to use high pressure steam, and what are 
the drawbaces experienced in present day practice? 

Tuesday, November 10th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Paper on " Tensile Teots of Mild Steel, and 
the Relation of Elongation to the Siz3 of the Test- 


Bar,” by Prof. W. C. Unwin. 

Thursday, November 12th.—At 8 p.m.. Institution: of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting. Inaugural address by Mr. 
Robt. K. Gray. 


Meet- 


NOTES. 


Kilroy Stoking Indicator.—We regret that, in our 
description of this apparatus in our last issue, we omitted to men- 
tion the fact that the apparatus is, of course, patented. 


Electro-Deposition upon Aluminium,—Writing in 
the Chemiker-Zeitung lately, Lr. A. Fischer remarks that in many 
cases it is a difficult natter to obtain a sound and adherent film of 
some foreign metal by electro-deposition upon ordinary aluminium. 
Various methods of procedure aod numerous baths have been 
patented, but tnese are usually of little value. The porosity and 
irregalar degree of purity possessed by commercial aluminium have 
also been offered as excuses for the troubles of the.plater. The 
author has, however, had considerable and prolonged experience of 
the whole subject, and offers the following suggestions as trust- 
worthy :—Coatings of copper, silver, nickel, zinc, and tin may be 
obtained directly upon aluminium; but films of gold, brass, and 
arsenic are best applied upon substrata of copper, nickel, or silver. 
Aluminium coated with copper or silver can be “ oxidised, " and 
there will be no dangerof the deposit coming off; but the use of 
hot liquids, and more particularly of hot solutions of alkali sulphites, 
must be avoided, or the deposit may blister. If the aluminium has 
been tarnished by exposure to air it should ba cleaned by the pro- 
cess recommended by the Neuhausen factory. The articles are 
immersed for 15 seconds in a 10 per cent. solution of caustic soda 
which has been saturated with common salt, taken out, washed, 
rubbed with powdered pumice, dipped for another 20 seconds, 
treated with a German-siiver scratch-bush, and dried. Aluminium 
containing copper should be dipped in nitric acid, or cleaned by 
heating. Berore immersion in tne electro-depositing bath the goods 
should be well cleaned with a bristie-brush and pumice. For 
coppering, the old batn containing 100 grams of copper sulphate 
and 60 grams. of nitric acid (sp. gr., about 1 3) dissolved in 1 litre 
of water works perfectly. A cyanide copper bath cannot be used. 
because it seriously attacks aluminium. The current density 
should be ND;o = 1 to 17 amperes, and the voltage 05 to 10. 
For silveriag, Frof. Neesen's process is good. The aluminium 
articles are momentarily dipped in hot nitric acid, washed in 
water, soaked for a few minutes in 1U or 15 per cent. caustic soda or 
potash, then put without washing into a solution containing 5 grams 
of mercuric chloride per litre, rinsed, dipped again in the alkali. 
and finally without rinsing put directly into the cyanide silver bath. 
A somewhat high pressure (about 2 volts) should be employed at 
first. The deposit of sliver adheres well, may be scratch-bushed, 
and bears burnisning witn steel and bloodstone. Tne nickel bath 
should contain nickel sulpnate, 50 grams.; ammonium chloride, 
30 grams; water, 1 litre. Current Мо = 01 to 015 ampere. 
In two or three hours the deposit is thick euough to bear polisniag 
with oil and whiting. For tin tne bath should be sodium pyrophos- 
phate, 20 grams; fused stannous chloride, 8 grams; water, 1 litre. 
The voltage should be between 2 and 3. The film can be polished 
by scratch-brashing. For zinc the bath may be zinc sulphate, 180 
grams; dry sodium sulphate, 50 grams; water, 1 litre. Voltage 
= 4, Many varieties ot  magnalium "can also be coated by the 
methods described above. 
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North Metropolitan Power Co.—That section of 
London’s travelling public which is anxiously looking forward 
towards the long promised electrification of the tramways in 
the northern suburbs of the metropolis, will be gratified 
to learn that the North Metropolitan Power Co. who will 
supply the energy for working these lines, in addition to their 
power distribution ares in Hertfordshire and Middlesex, have made 
& good start on the main generating station buildings which are 
situated at Brimsdown, on the banks of the River Lea. The plant 
which will be installed is of modern design, and consists, in the 
first instance, of three 1,000-kw. Brush-Parsons turbo-generators 
with apace for a fourth similar set. Steam will be supplied from 
six of the largest type Babcock & Wilcox boilers, each having 
4,400 sq. ft. heating surface, and being fitted with superheaters and 
chain grate stokers. There is space provided for two more boilers 

in the range, and the boiler capacity can ultimately be duplicated by 
the addition of another eight boilers, facing the first installation. 
Coal storage is provided for in steel bunkers of 1,000 tons capacity. 
These are arranged at some considerable height above the firing 
floor, the coal falling by gravity into the hoppers of the stokers. 
The ashes also fall by gravity on to the conveyor, which is to beof the 
Hunt type, and runs under the firing floor, up and down the end of 
the building and over the bunkers in the usual way. A special dock 
is provided on the River Lea, and an electrical travelling crane will 
be used for unloading coal from barges, and filing through a 
weighing hopper, the conveyor. A special ash hopper will be pro- 
vided which can be emptied into barges if desired. 

In addition to the turbo-generators in the engine room, two 
100-Kw. and two 50-x W. Belliss exciting sete are to be provided. Each 
turbine will exhaust direct into a surface condenser in the base- 
ment, supplied by Messrs, Mirrlees, Watson & Co. These will each 
have 2,500 sq. ft. cooling surface, and will be provided with motor- 
driven three-throw Edwards air pumps 12j in. diameter x 6 in. 
stroke, also motor-driven 10 in. centrifugal circulating pumps. 
There is also a smaller auxiliary condensing plant for the exciters, 
which is provided with single air and centrifugal circulating pumps, 
driven by a motor placed between. A 24-in. atmospheric exhaust 
pipe with an outlet at the end of the building, runs along the 

ment, and is connected to the turbine exhausts through 
automatic relief valves. The circulating water for the condensers is 
drawn through a suction pit from the river. High and low tension 
switchboards are provided at one side of the engine room, a trane- 
former chamber being arranged behind. А 25-ton electrical travel- 
ling crane, by Carrick & Ritchie, spans the engine room. 

The buildings also comprise workshop, stores, battery room and 
offices. The engine room measures 145 ft. long by 48 ft. wide, and 
the boiler house will eventually be 90 ft. wide. The buildings are 
steel frame structures of handsome design, а steel chimney 150 ft. 
high and 10 ft. internal diameter is provided. The whole of the 
steel work, including the chimney, amounting to upwards of a 
thousand tons, as well as all the architectural work, has been 
designed, for the Brush Electrical Engineering Co., who bave the 
contract for the generating station and plant, by Mr. W. C. C. Gray, 
of Adelphi Btreet, Strand, W.C., he having carried out several 
similar buildings for the Electric Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 


Boiler Design and Construction.— Notes on Ma- 
terial, Construction and Design of Land Boilers,” is the title of a 
pamphlet issued by the National Boiler Insurance Co. It forms a 
brief and useful survey of the whole art of modern boiler making 
in considerable detail, including plate strength, test strips, defects 
of plates, riveting, fitting blocks, end stays and otber points of 
importance. Some excellent information is provided on gusset 
stays and points to be avoided, but the few remarks on crose tubes 
are weak, and only carry the question as far as that of ease of 
inspection. This simply begs the question. The cross tube is 
essentially bad, and even as a strengthener probably is no better 
than a thick link in a thin chain. We read that 8 ft. 6 in. is the 
biggest diameter of boiler that can be carried by rail as a rule. 
The Galloway boiler is pictured without description. This also 
appears a weak course to adopt, for the flue shape must present to 
the young engineer a puzzle of a somewhat curious order. We 
should also like to have seen a positive statement that every tube 
of a water-tube boiler should be solid drawn, and not have had this 
virtue permittedly confined to the rows nearest the fire. These few 
defects, however, do not detract seriously from an otherwise excel - 
lent little treatise. 


Electrical Enterprise in Italy : Reported Action 
of English Companies.—The Milau correspondent of the Frank- 
furter Zeitung learns that Herr Savrasin, banker, the Alioth Elec- 
tricity Co., of Basle, the Exploration Co., and the General Water 
Power Co. of London, are interesting themeelves in a scheme 
proposed by the Lombardy Co. for the distribution of energy for 
the establishment of new hydro-electric works on the Poschiavosee, 
at Graubunden. It is estimated that the water power available is 
equivalent to 20,000 H.P, and the negotiations in regard to the 
matter have so far proceeded that an early conclusion is anticipated. 
The Lombardy Co. is a promotion of the German Schuckert group, 
who have, however, entirely withdrawn from the undertaking. In 
future Switzerland and England will take the place of Germany in 
the company, this being the first time for English companies to con- 
cern themselves with an electrical enterprise in Italy. 


New York Electrical Society.—Prof. W. E. Ayrton, 
F.R.S., gave an informal talk cn ' 3ome Electrical Measuring 
Jostramevts, and the Recent Use of Them,” at the opening meeting 
of the pre-ent se-siun held in the American Iostitute on the 
l9th inst Prof. Ayrton is visiting the United States in connection 
with the Mosley British Educational Commission. 


The London Chamber of Commerce, — On Wednesday 
afternoon, together with a party of other Press representatives, we 
were afforded an opportunity of inspecting the new offices of the 
London Chamber of Commerce, in Oxford Court, Cannon Street, 
Е.С. In its old premises in Eastcheap the Chamber was un- 
doubtedly cramped; and in view of ite increasing activity in many 
important directions—especially its valuable work in connection 
with commercial education—it was most desirable that a change to 
a building more worthy and capacious should be made. The 
amount of work devolving upon the London Chamber is infinitely 
greater than that of such Chambers in the provinces, and this may 
be easily understood from the mere fact that, whereas many pro- 
vincial Chambers are limited to practically one particular industry, 
tbat in the metropolis has to cover every imaginable class of trade. 
This ie 80 because London isa great importing and distributing centre. 
The London Ohamber has met the situation by relegating different 
trades to forty trade sections, and in addition to these it works in 
conjunction with as many as fifty independent trade societies. Oar 


' readers already know something of the work which ia under- 


taken from time to time by the Electrical and Allied Trades 


Section, but there are others, such as the Metal Trade 
Section, Chemical Trade Section, Engineering and Allied 
Trades Section, the Lamp Trade Section, and the Iron- 


founders’ Trade Section, all of which have a certain connection 
with the interests concerned in electrical development. Then the 
Chamber has a number of special committees at work, upon such 
subjects as Municipal Trading, Postal Telegraphe and Telephones, 
Commercial Education, Commercial Law, Secret Commissions, 
and so on. Lord Brassey, the present president, dwelt at 
Wednesday's meeting, upon the work of the Ohamber, and said that 
the Council would welcome additions to the membership; these 
additions were necessary to enable the Chamber to keep pace with 
the cost of its ever-growing labours. Particulars as tothe privileges 
obtainable by members, such as favilities for securing information 
on statistical matters, tariffs, markets, trade customs and certificates 
of origin, will be readily accorded by Mr. Kenrick B. Murray, the 
secretary, at Oxford Court. The position of the new offices is an 
excellent one for city men. The membership at present is 3,800, 
but these are not confined to 1 square mile which forms the City 
proper, some of them being scattered throughout greater London, 
and even in the provinces. 


The Junior Institution of Engineers.—The annual 
general meeting of this Institution was held at the Westminster 
Palace Hotel on October 24th, the principal business consisting of 
the Council's report and accounts, and the election of officers for 
the ensuing year. The report stated that the total membership was 
now 746. Ten meetings for the reading and discussion of papers 
had been held, the Institution Premium having been a ed to 
Mr. R. W. Newman, A. M. I. C. E., for his paper on Tae Effect of 
Design on Methods of Construction, from a Contractor’s Point of 
View.“ Twelve visits to engineering works, &c., had taken place, in 
addition to those of the summer meeting, occupying one week, 
Sheffield and the Peak District having been the rendezvous. The 
accounts showed that the sum of £300 had been invested, and that 
the income had been £156 more than the expenditure. The election 
of Mr. J. Fletcher Monlton as the new President, proposed lectures 
on the theta-phi diagram by Prof. John Perry, library, certificate of 
membership, and Fire Prevention Congress, were referred to in the 
report. The election resulted as follows:—Chairman, Mr. 8. 
Cutler, jun.; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Adam Hunter. The programme 
of papers for the new session was announced: -November 2th, 
Fires on Shipboard,” by Mr. G. Canning; December 4th, '' Gas 
Engines, by Prof. D. 8. Capper; January 22nd, Mr. Moulton's 
Presidential Address; February 5th, “ Producer Gas Power for Ice 
Factories,” by Mr. Hal Williams; March 4th, “Electric Storage 
Batteries,” by Mr. G. C. Allingham; April 8th, “Heating and 
Ventilation of Factories,” by Mr. K. Gray; May 6th, The Design 
of a Dry Dock,” by Mr. A. W. Young. Those of our readers 
desiring particulars of membership of this useful society should 


communicate with the Secretary, Mr. W. T. Dunn, 39, Victoria 
Street, Westminster. 


Electricity Direct from Coal,.—Atthe inaugural meeting 
of tbe Bradford Engineering Society, Mr. G. F. Charnock, head of 
the Engineering Department of the College and President of the 
Society, delivered a lecture on “The Possibility of Producing 
Electricity Direct from Coal.” After alluding to the very low 
efficiency ef the best steam-driven plant which had yet been intro- 
duced, the lecturer proceeded to explain the various methods which 
had been proposed to generate electrical energy without the aid of 
the steam engine. By means of lantern slides and a collection of 
experimental apparatus, several forms of carbon-consuming batteries 
thermopiles, and “ pyro-magnetic” motors were described and illus- 
trated. None of these attempts had in any sense proved com- 
mercially successful, and, extremely wasteful as it undoubtedly was, 
the steam engine—or more correctly speaking, the heat engine— 
still out-distanced all its competitors. In conclusion, Mr. Charnock 
quoted the recent prophecy of Sir Frederick Bramwell concerning 
the “ passing " of the steam engine, and alluding to a similar pre- 
diction made by Edison some years ago, said he was afraid we 


should have to go on pushing pistons and turning cranks for some 
time to come. 


Pickering v. Urban Electric Supply Co,—Before 
Mr. Jastice Farwell, in the Chancery Division, on Monday, October 
26th, Mr. Maughan stated that an order had been agreed to between 
the parties in the action brought by Messrs. John Pickering & Sons 
agaiust the Urban Electric Supply Co., Ltd. Toe order would stop 
further proceedings. The action was in regard to the laying of § 
cable which plaintiffs said was an infringement of their rights. Hi: 
Lordship sanc:ioned the arrangement which had been come to. 
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Manchester and Mr. Metzger.—It had been expected 
that a discussion would arise at Wednesday's meeting of the City 
Council respecting Mr. Metzger’s resignation, but practically nothing 
new was ssid. The chairman of the Electricity Committee, Mr. 
Howarth, made a brief statement, and subject to the deletion of the 
words “ оп the ground of his inability to work in unity with the 
deputy-chairman,” the minutes relating to the resignation were 
approved. Mr. Metsger's resignation is therefore finally accepted. 


U.S. and German Electrical Companies.—It is 
announced that the arrangements entered into by Herr Rathenau 
during his sojourn in the United States relate to a liberation of 


the Union Electricity Co. of Berlin from certain geographical | 


restrictions hitherto imposed upon it by agreements with the 
United States Thomson-Honston Co. Tre negotiations on this 
question have been conducted by Herr Rathenau, who is a director 
of both the Union Co. and the Berlin General Electricity Co., with 
the American General Electric Co., which is the principal sbare- 
holder in the Thomson-Houeton Co. It is expected that the details 
of the fresh arrangements will be published cn tbe return of the 
German director to Berlin. 


Fatality.—An accident attended by a fatal result occurred 
at the Bootle electricity works recently while plant extensions were 
being carried out. New boilers and superheaters were beicg in- 
stalled at the time, and a superheater weighing 25 cwt. was being 
placed in position above one of the boilers by means of a derrick 
and pole when, owing to the breaking of a guy rope, the pole swung 
against the boiler and broke, causing the euperheater to fall among 
the men who were below. One man named Riley was crusbed 
against the boile. He was taken to the Bootle Hospital, but on 
arrival was found to be dead. Three other workmen were injured, 
though not seriously. 


Auction Sale.— For the sale which takes place at the 
Castle Works, Northfleet, on November 4th to 6th, Mossrs. Wheatley 
Kirk, Price & Co. have issued a very complete catalogue of the 
varions lots (some 800) of plant and machinery which are to be put 
up to auction. The sale is of sufficient magnitude to make it 
possible to illustrate a number of the chief liner. Toe blocks give 
excellent photographie views, whicb, with the accompanying 
descriptive matter, suffice to give the would-be purchaser a good 
idea of the machines to be offered, and may help him to decide 
whether it is, or is not, worth his while to personally inspect them. 


Personal.—The contro] of the permanent way of the 
Reading Corporation Tramways bas been trassferred from the 
borough engineer to Mr. W. Binns, the ergineer and manager of the 
tram ways department. 

The Committee of the National Physical Laboratory has 
appointed Mr. W. A. Caspari, B.Sc., Pb.D., to the post of junior 
assistant in the chemical department. 

It is reported that Mr. A. L. C. Fell, of the Sheffield Tramways 
Department, is recommended for the appointment of manager to 
tbe L.C.C. tramways. 

Mr. James Heald, Cbairman of the Electricity Committee of the 
Lancaster Town Council, has been returned unopposed for Park 
Ward, which he bas represented about 11 year-. Mr. Heald is head 
of the firm of Calvert & Heald, electrical ergineers and fitters, 
Lancaster. 

The Times announces that Prof. Н. S. Hele- Shaw, of Liverpool 
University, has been appointed, through the Colonial Office, to 
organise technical edacation in the Transvaal and the Orange River 
Colony. The appointment is not a permanent one, and Prof. Hele- 
Shaw has been granted leave of absence by the University Council 
until Beptember next. In his mission, the Professor will take into 
view not only the immediate organisation of technical education, 
but the fature University scheme of the Colonies named. 

Mr. H. Smetburst has terminated his engagement with Messrs. 
Wheatley Kirk, Price & Co., London, after 18 years’ service with 
the firm as chief-of-the-staff, and has commenced business on his 
own account as valuer, &c., to the engineering and allied trades, 
which will be conducted under the style of H. Smethurst & Co., at 
37, Ommaney Road, New Cross, В.Е. 


Appointment Vacant.— Engineer-in-charge (£104) for 
Bermondsey. See our advertisement columns to-day. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tas Watford U.D.C. has increased the ealary of the chief assistant 
engineer at the electricity works (Mr. WxsToN), from £100 to £120. 
There was some opposition in the Council meeting, not because 
of any unfitness on the part of the applicant, for the increase was 
recommended by the engineer, who pointed out that Mr. Weston's 
£100 was below the average attaching to such posts in other elec- 
tricity supply works. We are glad that wisdom prevailed, for it is 
only by displaying a greater reasonableness in dealing with the 
assistants in electricity works that the present changing about from 
place to place is to be prevented. 

Mr. F. B, O'HANLosN, of the Great Northern Railway Electric 
Lighting Station, P been Mens КЕРА 5 ae e 
at the Hampstead Munici ectric Lighting Station, in place o 
Mr, J F, Magoris, re É ? 


Mr. A. PEDEN RUTHERFORD, Corporation electrical engineer at 
Leith, has withdrawn his resi on, and accepted an advance of 
salary from £270 to £400, which was the salary offered him by the 
Aston Corporation. | 

Mr. Jos. Ams cobdk, A. M. I. E. E., has been appointed chief 
assistant electrical engineer to the Kendal Corporation. 

Mr. G. H. SAUNDEBS, an engineer-in-charge,;at the Taunton Oor- 
poration Electricity Works, is leaving those works to take charge 
of the temporary plant in connection with the Loughborough 
electricity scheme. | 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Gent & Co., Ltd. (78,797).—This company was registered on 
October 13th, with & capital of £50,000 in £1 shares (20,000 preference), to acquire 
and carry on the business of manufacturing electricians, electrical engineers, 
wire and cable manufacturers, wire coverers, &c., carried on by A. W. Stavele 
and 1. Н. Parsons at Leicester as ** Gent & Co.," and the ' Midland Electri 
Wire Co.,“ and to carry on the said business and that of telephone, water supply 
and mechanical engineers, iron and brassfounders, manufacturers of speaking 
and pneumatic tubes, makers of workmen's and watchmen’s check clooks, 
water-level indicators and recorders and other machinery and appliances, tool 
makers, metal workers, millwrighte, machinists, boiler makers, iron and steel 
converters, smiths, wood workers, builders, hardwaremen, manufacturers of 
rolling stock, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—A. W. 
Staveley, © Walsoken," Stoneygate Road, Leicester, electrical engineer; I. Н. 
Parsons, 8t. Elmo, Woodland Avenue, Leicester, electrical engineer; W. 
Levi, 154, Fosse Road South, Leicester, electrical works manager; Mrs. Н. 
Staveley, *Walsoken," Stoneygate Road, Leicester; Mrs. I. H. Parsons, St. 
Elmo, Woodland Avenue, Leicester; Mrs. F. I. Levi, 164, Fosse Road South, 
Leicester; and J. N. Derbyshire, Bentinck Buildings, Wheelergate, Not- 
tingham, chartered accountant. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than two nor more than seven; the first are A. W. 
Staveley, I. Н. Parsons and W. Levi, each of whom may retain office while 
holding £2,000 ordinary shares ; qualification of other directors, £500; remunera- 
tion as fixed by the company. 


Chichester and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (78,784).— 
This company was registered on October 12th, with a capital of £20,000 in £1 
shares, to carry on in the United Kingdom and elsewhere the business of 
suppliers of electricity for light, heat, sound and power, or otherwise, carriers 
ot jene and goods, electrical engineers, manufacturers of, and dealers in, 
railway, tramway, electric, magnetic, galvanic and other apparatus, &c. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are:—C. H. Dade, Donington House, 
Norfolk Street, W.O., secretary of British Eleotrin Traction Co., Ltd.; G. J. 
Somerville, Donington House, Norfolk Street, W.C., electrical engineer; G. 
Offor, Park Hill Viila, Sydenham, S. E., electrical engineer; G. R. Hulme, 43, 
Blackheath Park, S. E., eleotrical engineer; С. L. Robertson, Donington House, 
Norfolk Street, W.C., company director ; H. 8. Day, Donington House, Norfolk 
Street, E.C., director of Tynemouth and District Electric Traction Co., Ltd.; 
and A. B. Gridley, 15, Worsley Road, Hampstead, N.W., secretary. No initia 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, one share; 
remuneration, £50 each annum and б рег cent. of the dividend on the 
рш, на divisible. Registered office, Donington House, Norfolk 

treet, W.C. 


Piscicelli Electric Post Parent Syndicate, Ltd.— Thi. 
company was registered on October 17th, with а capital of £150,900 in 60,000 
£6 per cent. preference and 90,000 ordinary shares of £1 each, to acquire and 
turn to account an invention of Count Roberto Taeggi Piscicelli, of Naples, 
{ос an serial electric post, with the patent rights for the same, and to 
on the busine ss incidental thereto. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
are:—W. Digby, Trafalgar Buildings, Charing Cross, London, merchant; 
A. E. Griesbach, 17, G oucester Road, Kew, accountant; Н. E. Hyde, 44, 
Winchester Avenue, Brondesbury, clerk; Annie Е. Howard, 46, Boron’a Court 
Koad, West Kensington, typist; A. C. C. Codd, Trafalgar Buildings, Charing 
Cross, merchant; I. С. Ozanne, 5-6, Court Road, Guernsey, accountant, 
and F. de P. Bienvenu, 1, Court Road, Guernsey, clerk. ‘Ihe first directors 
are Count R. T. Piscicelli (permanent), Le Duc de Morny (till 1906), Le 
Comte de Pradere (till 1905), Н. S. Saunders (till 1905), and W. Digby (till 1905). 
Count R. T. Piscicelli is also technical director and constructional engineer. 


West Surrey Light Railway Co., Ltd. (78.864) —This com- 
pany was registered on October 19.b, with a capital of £1,000, in 995 preference 
or A shares of £1 each and 100 ordinary or B' shares of 1s. each, to pro- 
vide and work a light railway or railways, tramway or tramways, in Surrey, and 
to carry on the general business of light railway proprietcrs, carriers of pas- 
sengers and goods, &c. The first subscribers (each with 1 share) are:—J. В, 
Huvard, 3, Be мота Street, Strand, W.C., theatrical man»ger ; B. Moore, 8, Brick 
Court, Temple, E.C., barrister; A. D. Thornton, 12, Chfford's Inn, E.C., pro- 

rèy owner; Т. G. Welch, 82, Egmont Street, New Cross, S.E., clerk; F. Eng- 
and, 27, Chancery Lane, W. G., insurance broker: J. G. Skefiugham, 52, New 
Cut, 8. E., butcher; and C. Hall, 51, Springfield Road, Hampstead, N. W., 
engineer. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less 
than two nor more than five : the first are R. P. Gardner and C. Hall; qualifica- 
tion, 100 “ A" or 10 B“ shares. Registered office, 77, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


Lawrences, Ltd. (78,882).—This company was registered on 
October 91st, with a capital of £500 in £1 shares, to acquire the business of an 
electrica], mechanical and sanitary engineer now carried on at Spur Street, 
Leicester Square, W.C., as Lawrence & Co., to adopt an agreement with L. J. 
lawrence, and to carry on the business of electricians, suppliers of electricity 
for light and other purposes, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share} 
are :—H. J. Lawrence, 94, York Street. Westminster, dealer in works of art; 
E. Allen, 6, Spur Street, W.C., electrician; C. Mitchell, 160, Arlington Road, 
N.W., clerk; T. Batt, 25, Ingelow Road, Queen's Road, Battersea, electrician; 
Н. P. Simpson, 101, Leadenhall Street, E.C., mechanical enginger; Lily 
Feverel, 2, Princes Chambers, Coventry Street, dressmaker; and Mrs. V 
Coleman, 44, Newington Causeway, В.Е. No initial public issue. Registered 
without articles of association. Registered office, 6, Spur Street, Leicester 
Square, W.C. 


Incandescent Lighting and Electric Fittings Co., Ltd. 
(5,464).—This company was registered in Edinburgh on October 20th, with a 
capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to carry on in Glasgow or elsewhere the business 
of manufacturers of and dealers in gas and electrica! fittings and furnishings of 
all kinds. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—8. Rosenstein, 
144, W. Nile Street, Glasgow, merchant; Bertha Rosenstcin, 170, Parliamentary 
Road, Glasgow, merchant; C. Macdonald, 6, Steven Street, Glasgow, clerk; A. 
Schuh, 329, Great Western Road, Glasgow, furrier; J. Schuh, 829, Great 
Western Road, Glasgow, furrier; J. Stirling, 54, Parliamentary Road, Glasgow, 
ironmonger; and Mrs. B. Stirling, 54, Parliamentary Road, Glasgow, The first 
directors are not named. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. . 


Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd. (74,978).—4A memorandum оё 
satisfaction in iull of a mortgage 0f uncalled oapital, dated July 14th 1908, 
seguring 610,000, has heen filed, 
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Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, Ltd. (52,013.—An 
acknowledgment of indebtedness, dated September об, 1903, securing £100,000 
debenture stock (supplemental to trust deed dated July 10.h, 1899, and to three 
ackowledgments of indebtedness dated respectively April 27th, 1900, August 
1st, 1901, and November 14th, 1902, securing debenture stock to an amount not 
exceeding three-fifths of the paid-up capital for the time being) bas been regis- 
tered. Property charged: 180 first mortgage debentures of £100 each of the 
Winchester Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., 150 similar debentures of the 
Wycombe (Borough) Electric Light and Power, Ltd., 200 similar debentures of 
the Salisbury Electric Light and Supply Co., Ltd., 150 similar debentures of the 
Ventnor Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., 100 similar debentures of the 
Bromley (Kent) Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., 40 similar debentures of 
the Woolwich District Electric Light Co., Ltd., 60 similar debentures of the 
Cbislehurst Electric Supply Co., Ltd., 40 similar debenturea of the Newmarket 
Electric Light Co., Ltd., 50 similar debentures of the Alderley and Wilmslow 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., and the company's under:aking and other asceta, 

resentand future. Trustees: J. Bailey, 104, Eaton Square, 8'W.; and J. R. 

igham, Monkston, Dublin. Debenture stock previously issued, 4200, 000. 


Connolly Brothers, Ltd., Cable Manufacturers, Blackley 
(46,277).—Issue on October ist of £4,650 debentures, part of series created 
February 12th, 1900, to secure £80,000, charged on the company’s undertaking 
and property, present end future, including uncalled capital. Trustees: 


J. B. Lloyd, Ravensdale, Stanley Road, Whalley Range, Manchester; and 


J. W. Davidson, 6, Castle Street, Liverpool. Previous issue of same series, 
£24,950. 


British Continental Electricity Co., Ltd. (57,088).—This 
company's annual return was filed on September 26th, when 1,000 preference 
an1906 ordinary shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £:0,000 
tu 1,000 preference and 1,000 ordinary shares of £10 each. £10 per share has 
been called up on 790 preferonce and 756 ordinary shares, resulting in the 
receipt of £15,460. £8,600 is considered as paid on 210 preference and 150 
ordinary. Mortgsges and charges, nil. 


Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. (28 972).— This ccm- 
pany's annual return, dated October 8tb, 1903, has been filed. The entire 
capital of £50,000 in 10,000 shares of £5 each has been taken up and paid in full. 
Mortgages and charges: £62,500. 


Direct West India Cable Co-, Ltd.—The annual returns of 
this company up to and including October 8th, 1708, were filed on that date. 
£60,000 in shares of £5 each, of which £2 ICs. per share bas been called up. 
Debenture capital reuuced to 267,800. 


Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd.—The annual retarne 
of this company up to and including October 8th, 1908, were filed on that date. 
£50,000 in shares of £5 each, fully paid. Debenture capital reduced to £€2,0€0. 


Electrical Inkless Printing Syndicate, Ltd. (58.855).— his 
company's annual return was filed on August Lith, when 68,482 shares had been 
taken up out ofa nominal capital of £70,000 in 70,100 sbares of £1 each. 55, 000 
shares are considered as fully paid, and £1 per share has been called up on the 
remaining 9,452, resulting in the receipt of £8,475, and leaving £7 in arrears. 
Mortgages and charges, £30. 


Electrical Corporation, Ltd. (62 630).—This company's snnual 
return was filed on October 5th, when 3,C07 shares had been taken up out of n 
дора] сара of £80,C00 in £1 shares. £8,007 bas been paid. Mortgages and 
charges, nil. 


British Aluminium Co., Ltd. (41,104). — This company’s 
annual return was filed on July 29th, when the entire nominal capital of 
£400,000 in 10,000 “А” 6 per cent. preference, 20,000 7 per cent. preference, 
and 10,000 ordinary shares of £10 each had been taken up. £10 per share haa 
been called up on 10,000 A 6 per cent. preference, 16,770 7 rer cent. prefer- 
ence and 8 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt of £:67.780. £182,220 is 
considered as pele on 8,230 7 per cent. preference and 9,992 ordinary. Mo: tgages 
and charges, nil. 


Keighley Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. (44,893) —This 
company's annual return was filed on October 9th, wnen 4,100 ordinary and 
1, 00 preference shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £10,000 
in 8.000 ordinary, and 2,000 preference shares of £1 each. £i per bare has 
been called up on 4, C0 ordinary, and 1,060 preference shsres, resulting in the 
receipt of 45.00. 100 shares are contridered as fully paid. Mortgages and 
charges, £3,000. 


Bright’s Light and Power, Ltd. (58,290).—A fifth mortgage 
debt for £500, dated October 8th, 1903, charged on all the company's con- 
cessions, freehold and leasehold works and plant in England and elsewhere, 
and (as a floating security) its other assets and undertaking in England and 
elsewhere, including uncalled capital (subject to first, second, third and 
fourth debentures securing in the aggregate £12,000) has been registered. 
Holder :—C. Owles, 16-17, Russell Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power C^.. Ltd. (28,640).— 
Issues on October 9th, of £2,t00 debentures, part of series created June Srd 
1696, to secure not more than two-thirds of the subscribed and paid-up capital 
for the time being, charged on the company's undertaking and property, 
present and future, including uncalledcapital. No trustees, Previously issued 
of same series, £28,250. 


Frinton-on-Sea and District Electric Light and Power Со. 
Ltd. (70,6¢9).—-Issue on October 12th of £1,800 debentures, part of series create 
May 7th, 1908, to secure £3,000, charged on the company’s undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders:—W. 
Webster and Miss A. A. Mackay, 50, Lee Park, Blackheath, В.Е, No trustees. 
Previously issued of same series, £500. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles & Co., Ltd., Electricians, &c , London 
(67,186).— Iss ue on October 12th, of £50 debentures, part of a series created by 
resolutrons of December 8rd, 1901, and February 7th, 1902, to secure 46, 500, 
coarged on the company’s property, present and future, except uncalled capital. 
No trustees, Previously issued of same series, £6,225. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


THE result of the past year's work cf the 


Glasgow Glasgow electrical department has been in 
Municipal every way satisfactory. The net profit amounts 
Electricity to over £23,000, as compared with some £11,000 


e Supply. in the previous year, notwithstanding heavy 
increases in special charges. Under the work- 
ing agreement with the tramways department, 150,096 units were 
taken from them at the times of peak load, and during the coming 
winter an increased amount will be taken. The total units gene- 


rated was as follows : — 


Waterloo Port Pollokthaws Kelvin- Tramways 
Year. Street. Dundas. Road. side. dep t. Tota]. 
1902 1,494,609 8,471,008 1,014,635 138,354 — 11,122,606 


1903 336,232 9,747,739 2,794,381 169,164 150,096 13,197,612 


The total н.р. available was 17,580, which will be increased for 
this winter to 22,330. The question of hiring out motors, for which 
Parliamentary powers have been obtained, is now under considera- 
tion. Mr. W. A. Chamen is the city electrical engineer. 


GINRRAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending May 81st— 1902. 1908. 
Total capital expenditure ... a .. £962,727 £1,041,746 
Number of units sold К Vis .. 9,282,043 11,501,324 
Maximum load in xw. " $e .. 7,950 kw. 9,371 Kw. 
Equivalent No. of 8-c. . lamp З 491,306 6 30,708 
Number of public arcs de pes aa 500 719 
Horse- power of motors connected ... .. 9,086 uP. 4,597 НР. 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue i T" ... £103,940 £127,004 
„ expenditure Vue bs we £54,525 £58,067 
„ profit éd э к *. £49,416 £68,337 
Average price obtained per unit— 
Private lighting... - sue ү 2:8d. 2˙7d. 
Public lighting sa abe TT 1:94. 184. 


During tho year consumers have increased by 31 per cert., and 
now total 7,013. The proportion of units sold were as follows :— 


Private Public 
Year. consumers. Jamps. Contract. Total. 
1902 8,384,697 884,839 12,508 9,282,043 
1903 10,419,488 1,064,404 17,432 11,501,324 


"The prices charged by the department are various:—For private 
lighting purposes (1) shops, cffices, &c., on the maximum demand 
system, 6d. per B.T.U. for the first hour, and 1d. per unit (250-volt), 
19d. per unit (200-volt), 2d. per unit (100-volt), after that amount; 
(2)'and (3) domestic consumers and theatres, 3id. flat rate; 
(4) churches, 3d. per B. T. U. flat rate. For motive power, 13d. to 24. 
per unit. Public lighting, £14 and £12 per annum for 10 and 71 
amp. lamps respectively. Stair lighting, 25s. to 37s. 6d. per lamp 
per annum, according to size. 


REgvsNUB STATEMENT. 
1902. 1903. 


Gross. Per unit. Groes. Per unit. Inc. 
Sale of energy— 
Private consumers £97,050 — £118,844 — — 
Public lamps 6,890 — 8,160 — — 
£103,940 2 78d. £127,004 274d. — Oid. 


The works cost again show an improvement, although not eo 
marked as in the previous year. The fuel item for the second year 
in succession is leas in both total and per unit than in the previous 
year, being a decrease of £2,000, and ‘08d. per unit; it now stands 
at 27d. per unit. 

Improvements have taken place all round, but are unfortunately 
to some extent nullified by a large increase in special charges, due 
to changing-over oont umers to the higher voltage. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


For year ending May 81st— 1908. 1902. 
Gross. Per unit. Per unit. Inc. 


Coal, &о as = es P ws .. £11,964 27d. "BEd, — 08d. 
Energy purchased from tramwaydepartment 1,005 Od. — Od. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores .. 7,143 *04d. d. — Old. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribu- 
tion and attending public lamps .. 9,608 20d. оза. — Od. 
Repairs and maintenance of plant, cables 
and public lamps s: oe 05 5. 18,58 294. Nd. — Od. 
Works and distribution costs 437, 717 "2d. 1:000. —-184. 
Rent, rates and taxes и vs $ 6,814 18d. „15d. — . 
Management expenses, including salaries of 
engineer and clerical staff - .. 4,046 *08d. 09d. — Vld. 
General establishment charges, printing, 
stationery and advertising. m M 2,580 *05d. Id. — Gd. 
Special charges incurred in change of 
voltage, Parliamentary expenses. o. 8,010 17d. d Od. 
Total works cost es ee £56,667 1:25d. 1°40d — 15d. 


The gross profit for the year shows a handsome increase over that 
of the previous year. The department had to provide for financial 
charges, £45,000, as compared with £38,000 in the previous year, 
and it was decided to write off the loes on realisation of plant, 
dispensed with at Waterloo Street and Kelvinside station, owing to 
the change in supply voltege—amounting to £7,826—and to write 
down the capital account by £29,359, making a total of £37,185 
written off for depreciation, and creating a debit balance on the 
year's working of £13,895. 


Prortr Br.TRMENT. 


` 1903. 1908. 
Interest on loans баз ave .. £29,416 £33,275 
Sinking fund Pus s ven 8,568 11,771 
Deficit on year’s working Pins $us — —13,895 
Depreciation on works and machinery 11,431 37,166 

Grose profit. .. £49,415 £68,337 


t 
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We give herewith an analysis of the returns 


Cardiff of the Cardiff electrical undertaking for the 
Municipal last financial year. The Corporation commenced 
Electric the supply of electricity in 1894, and up to the 
Supply. last two years steady progress was made. The 


years 1902 and 1903 bave, however, seen a rapid 
development of the undertaking, and particularly of the supply for 
power purposes, and the resulting improvements in financial posi- 
tion must be a source of gratification both to the engineer, Mr. 
Arthar Ellis, and his committee. The progress of the undertaking 
during the last five years will be gathered from the following 
figures :— 


Number of Average | Total cost 

Year No. of | 8-c.P. : revenue per er uni 

unite sold, | 800 8 unit soli. : sold." 

1899 .. | 405,234 21,498 . 409d. 3°00d. 
1900 ..  .. 511,300 | 28000 392d. 3074. 
1901 ... rds 688,549 37,554 3 95d. 2 26d. 
1902 ...  .. 11,005,760 | 51,652 : 362d. 208d. 
1903 | 1,492,470 78,300 3'41d. 1°814. 


The charges are—for private lighting, 7d. and 2d. on the maximum 
demand system, or 44d. per B.T U. on a flat rate. Power rate, 4d. 
and 1d. on the maximum demand system. It will be noted that 
the department took a supplementary supply of energy from the 
tramways department. 


GawsBAL STATEMENT, 
For year ending March 81st— 1909. 1902. 
Total capital expended — ... oes we. £157,561 £119,566 
Number of unite sold— 


Private consumers 1,267,798 837,481 
Public lighting ... 213,809 159,823 
- By contract ъз ез 10,863 8,456 
Total number of units sold 1,492,470 1,005,760 
Equivalent No. of 8-c P. lampe гаг 78,300 51,852 
Number of public lamps ... : - 224 arc, 78 ато, 
98 ino. 78 inc. 
ELP. of motors connected  .. i 458 H.P. 55 Н.Р, 
Maximum load in kw. ЖЕ 895 T 1,372 951 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue ... ni T ee £21,157 £15,515 
» expenditure ees oes 888 11,271 8,704 
» profit 9,886 6,811 
Average price per unit obtained 
Private lighting... Т ae m 3 5d. 3:8d. 
Public lighting ... ЕЕ Ves Sue 24d. 2:94. 
, REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
For year ending March 81st — . 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy - ... £20,700 338d. 
Rental of meters and apparatus, Ac. - 454 ‘08d. 
Total revenue in £21,157 3:41d. 
Совт or PRODUCTION, 
Gross. Per unit, 
Coal, carrisge, & ... £2,932 47d 


Energy supplied by tramways department 1,655 27d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores eo 608 "09d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 1,622 27d. 
Repairs and maintenance of ee build- 


ings and plant ... беа 1,558 25d. 


Works and distribution costs sn .. £8,375 
Attending and repairs, public lamps i 466 07d. 


Rent, rates and taxes  ... 912 15d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff... 918 15d. 
General establishment charges, Printing, sta- 
tionery, insurance, &c... €00 09d. 
Total works costs ,. £11,271 1:81d. 
PROFIT BTATEMENT. 
Interest and sinking fund ... dés . £6,238 
Net profit for year. 2 ©» - 3,648 
Gross profit eee eot eee еөз £9,£86 


Out of the gross profit of £9,866, financial charges absorbed £6,238, 
and a credit balance of £3,648 remains for the year. Sums of £500 
and £2,332 are allocated to reserve and rates respectively, and 
with the balance of £2,256 from the last accoynt, a total balance of 
£3,072 is carried forward. 


and the balance to be carried forward is larger than last year. 


CITY NOTES. 


Norwich Electric Tramways Co. 


Tug seventh ordinary general meeting of the company was held on 
Wednesday at 20, Bishopsgate Street. A representative of the 
ELECTRICAL. REVIEW was informed that the meeting was not open 
to the Press, but he was furnished with the following report: 
—" The subjoined accounts show that the gross earnings of 
the company for the year ended June 30th, 1903, amounted to 
£33,833 8s. 7d., and the working expenses to £2/,204 14s. ld, 
leaving a gross profit for the year amounting to £9,628 laa. 6d. To 
this have to be added the amount brought forward from last year of 
£824 Зв. 5d. (after having paid 2 per cent. on October 22nd, 1902, 
or £4,840, and placing to reserve account £974 103 94. у and 
£1 ‚209 16s. 7d. interest received from tbe Corporation in fival 
settlement of account, making a total of £11,662 14s. 61. Deducting 
from this the sum of £2,640, being 4 per cent. interest on the 
company’s outstanding mortgage debentures to June 30th, 
1908, there remains a profit of £9022 14s. 6d. The directors 
recommend that a dividend of 23 per cent. be paid on the 
company's ebares for the year ended June 30th, 1903, which would 
absorb £6,600, and that a sum of £1,209 16s. 7d. be placed to reserve 
account, the balance of £1,212 17s. 11d. being carried forward. T'he 
reserve account will then be inereased to £2,184 78. 4d. A com- 
parison between the gross receipts for 11 months to June 30th and 
the receipts for the same period ending June 30th, 1902, shows that 
there was an increase of £497 15s. 4d., notwithstanding that the 
first montbs bave shown a falling otf of over £1,000. The working 
expenses for the same period show an increase of £699 2s. 9d. The 
average cost per car-mile was 5'43d. The average receipts per car- 
mile were 776d. The number of car-miles run was 1,045,901, and 
the number of passengers carried 7,173,420. Takiog into considera- 
tion that the weather wasagain exceptionally bad during the spring 
and eummer months, it is fairly satisfactory to think that the divi- 
dend cau be increased, whilst the reserve is substantially increased, 
Both 
the permanent way material and the track have been maintained in 
a state of satisfactory efficiency." 


Ulster Electrical Power and Distribution Co. 


A GENERAL meeting of this company was held on 21st inst., at the 
offices of Messrs. Preece & Cardew, Westminster, Mr. John Sinclair 
of Belfast, presided. | 

The engineers to the company produced their report on tbe 
scheme generally, and on the selection of sites, resulting from a 
recent visit of Mr. Llewellyn Preece to Uleter. From this report 
it appeared that the scheme will be very favourably received in 
Ulster, and that the needs of the industrial portion of the city of 
Belfast for such an ample power supply as this project will afford 
will be well and economically supplied. The question of atilising 
the water- power of the Rivers Bann and Erne was fully considered, 
and the extent to which the promoters could count upon active sup- 
port from the Irish Executive, especially in view of tbe urgent ques- 
tion of flooding in tbe River Bann, and the probability of & method 
being devised whereby the utilising of the waters of that river 
could go hand in hand with the prevention of further flooding. 
The necessary instructions were given to the professional gentlemen 
regarding the promotion of the Bill and the acquisition of the sites. 
The scheme is well founded on a strong financial basis, and there is 
little doubt that it will give a great impetus to the industries in 
the north of Ireland. It was further decided to print and issue a 
statement of the various local authorities in Ulster, explaining the 
objects of the company. 


Western Telegraph Co. 


THE directors’ report for the half-year ended June 30th, 1903, to be 
submitted to the meeting on November 4th, reads :— 

The revenue for this period amounted to £229,000 Os. Id., and the working 
expenses to £94,791 8s. Od. After providing £13,578 18я. Od. for debenvure stock 
and debenture interest and sinking fund, and £3 239 13s. 5d. for income-tax, 
there remains a balance of £117,4¢0 Ов. Bd. ; ; to this 18 added the sum of £5,381 
16s. "d. brought forward from December 81st last, making a total of £122,811 
168. 8d. A quarterly interim dividend, amounting ta £31,180 10s. Od., has been 
paid, £35,000 transferred to the genera) »eserve tund, and £2,000 to the main- 
tenance ships’ reserve fund. The revenue includes £14,7¢0 18. 04. dividends 
upon the company's investments in other telegraph companies. The directors’ 
now recommend the declaration of a final dividend of 3s. per share, makin 
with the interim dividends, a total dividend of 6 per cent. tor the year, an 
aiso the payment of a bonus of 2s. per share, both free of income-tax, which 
together will amount to £51,982 10s. 0d., leaving a balance of £2,659 168. 34. to be 
carried forward. The dividend and bonus will be payable on November 5th, 


- 


British Columbia Eleetric Railway Co. 


Tar report for the year ended June 30th last states that 
there bas been a large increase in the business in all 
departments, and in the profits. The gross receipts show 
an increase over the preceding year of $95,717, and the 
net earnings, after charging renewals, show an increase of 
$39,172. The following charges have been made against the 
revenue account of the year, namely:—Renewals maintenance, 
£10,446; bonus to employés, £1,494; written off preliminary and 
issuing expenses, £1,000; added to capital amortisation fund, 
£1,595. The net profit for the year, after making the above deduc- 
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tions, amounts to £37,865, and adding the balance brought forward, 
£533, and deducting debenture interest, the dividend on preferred 
ordinary stock for nine months to March 31st, 1903, and the interim 
dividend on the deferred ordinary stock for six months to December 
31st, 1902, there is left available for distribution and reserves 
£15,779. The directors have decided to provide for the dividend 
on the cumulative perpetual preference shares to June 30th, 1903, 
to provide for the dividend on the preferred ordinary stock for three 
months to June 30th, 1903, to recommend a dividend on the deferred 
ordinary stock at the rate of 3 per cent., making 5 per cent. for the 
year, to transfer to contingency fund £1,000, and to transfer to 
reserve fund £3,000, leaving to carry forward £1,099. The con- 
struction of the Vancouver power installation by the Vancouver 
Power Co., Ltd., which commenced in July, 1902, has proceeded 
satisfactorily. The general manager reports that he expects the 
Power Co. will be in a position to deliver 2,000 k. R.. by the 
beginning of December next. On the advice of the engineers, the 
scheme, as originally designed, has been enlsrged, so as to provide 
for the supply of an initial 9,000 H.., with power of expansion to 
30,000 F. P., instead of an initial 6,000 H.., with expansion to 
15,000 K. .; the sise of the tunnel has been increased by 25 per 
cent., and machinery and transmission plant of greater electrical 
capacity are being provided. This enlargement of the original 
scheme will involve an additionallexpenditure of about £60,000, 
but the directors are satisfied that the importance of being fully 
prepared to meet the rapid increase in the demands for electrical 
power in Vancouver and New Westminster justifies ithe increased 
expenditure. Funds for carrying on the works of the Vancouver 
Power Co. have been raised by the sale of £175,000 44 per cent. 
Vancouver Power debentures, part of a total authorised issue of 
£220,000, and tbe board pro at an early date to offer the 
remaining £45,000 to the stockholders and debenture holders to 
provide further funds as required. 


Edison & Swan United Electric Light Co., Ltd. 


THE twentieth annual report of the directors for the business year 
ending June 30th, 1903, reads :— 

“ The directors submit herewith the report and accounts for the 
year ending June 30th, 1903, based upon the actual working of the 
whole period. The net revenue account shows that the sum of 
£30,834 188. 5d. has been brought forward from profit and loss 
account. Interest on debenture stocks has sbeorbed £18,760 
18s. 4d. ; £5,690 4s. 2d. has been set aside ав depreciation on free- 
hold and leasehold property, plant, and machinery; £6,174 10s. 3d. 
has been applied in writing down values of stocks; and the sum of 
£1,168 10s. 3d. has been reserved on account of bad and doubtful 
debts. In pursuance of the policy inaugurated last year, a sum of 
£1,000 has been added to the reserve for future stock depreciation. 
The result, as shown in the balance-sheet, increases the debit balance 
by £1,959 4s. 7d. The cost of establishing the business, good will, 
&c., £443,451 8s. 1d., has been brought forward at the figures stand- 
ing in the laat balance-eheet, The freehold and leasehold property, 
plant, machinery and tools, bave a!so been brought forward at the 
value stated in the last balance-sheet, with the addition of the 
amount expended to June 30th, 1903, less depreciation charged in 
net revenue account. Thethares of tbe Altrincham Electric Supply, 
Ltd., have been taken at par, as in previous years. The indebted- 
ness of this company has been reduced by £151 15s. 1d. There has 
been expended on capital during the year ending June 30th, 1903, 
£2,770 2s. 4d. The directors will continue to exercise a strict 
watchfolness on capital outlay. Mr. H. Wolfenden retires in rota- 
tion, and offers himself for re-election. Messrs. Welton, Jones and 
Co., the auditors, offer themselves for re-election." 


Rosario Electric Co.—In their report to June 30th last 
the directors recommend a dividend on the preference shares at the 
rate of 6 percent. per annum, calculated from the due dates of 
instalments to June 30th last, and that the preliminary expenses be 
written off, carrying forward £443. 


British Aluminium Co.—An extraordinary general 
meeting is to be held on November 4th to consider the following 
resolution :— 

That the capital be reduced from £400,000, divided into 10, 000 A“ oumu- 
lative preference shares of £10 cach, 20,000 preference shares of £10 each, and 
19,000 ordinary shares of ld each, to 4310,00", divided into 10,000 ** A" cumu- 
lative preference shares of £10 each, 20,000 preference shares of £10 each, and 
10,000 ordinary spares of £1 each, and that such reduction be effected by can- 
celling capital (which has been lost or is unrepresented by available assets) to 


the extent of £9 per share upon each ot the 10,000 ordinury shaics which bave 
been issued and are outstanding. 


Prospectus.— An abridged prospectus of the Whitehead 
Electric Supply Co.. Lid., was published in the Jrish Independent on 
21st inst. Ine list of applications for 7,500 £1 ordinary shares waa 
to close on October 27th. Whitehead is a watering place and 
holiday resort in the vicinity of Belfast. It hss only 250 houses, 
bat is growing at a very rapid rate. The initial generating plant, 
will be equal to supplying 3,000 8-с.р. lamps. 


Stock Exchange Notices—The Committee has ap- 
pointed special settling days as under: Thursday, Noyomber Stn; 
Peebles (Bruce) & Co., Ltd.~-20,000 6 per cent. cumulative pre- 
ference sbares of &5/ esch, fully paid, Nop,, 20,001 to 40,000. An 
oficial quotation has also been ordered, К 


~ 


STOOKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

APART from politics, the financial world has, for once in a way, but 
little to disturb it. The old familiar skeletons remain half visible 
it is true—a deep distrust of the situation in the United States, a 
plethora of gilt-edged securities, a lack of confidence that forbids 
active business—to such we have grown accustomed, and familiarity 
with their presence has bred a species of tolerance. Money 
remains easy and plentiful, but the cloud in the Far East shifts so 
quickly from day to day that Console, and the markets that depend 
upon them, are crying & plague upon these politics. In the Home 
Railway market a steady liquidation on bebalf of apparently weak 
speculators is responsible for the dull tone which prevails, although 
. recovery from the worst bas already set in. Electrical Railway 
securities scarcely come within the speculator's ken, but prices are, 
of course, affected all round alike. Business in Supply shares and 
in the Manufacturing epecialities shows signs of broadening, but the 
Telegraph descriptions seem to have settled down to respectable 
solidity after their recent upward spurt. 

In the Electricity Supply section there is little noticeable feature 
beyond a general steadiness of values. Notting Hill shares and 
Westminster incline to dulness, and City of London Ordinary are 
no better than their par value of £10. Otherwise the strength of 
the market is maintained, and for several of the issues there has 
sprung up a quiet investment demand. We аге glad to notice an 
esteemed contemporary following our footeteps in calling attention 
to the good yields that can be obtained from these Supply shares, 
both as regards Ordinary and Preference. 

South Londons Бате paused in their rise upon its being pointed 
out that the large increase in receipts is due to a temporary cause, 
and in the market the guees is adventured that the company is pro- 
bably having to supply the L.C.C. with current for the trams ata 
price that cuts the profit very fine. But this, of course, is only a 
surmise, although the House prophets generally manage to get 
shrewdly near the truth in such matters. 

City and South London in the electrical railway list has stayed 
its downward course, in spite of the liquidation prevsiling amongst 
the steam stocks, and Central London Ordinary is a point to the 
good. Travellers on the Twopenny Tube are complaining that the 
atmosphere is getting as bad as ever it was before the much- 
vaunted fan system came into operation. The company’s 4 per cent. 
Debenture stock is now on a line with that of the City and South 
London, 1164, but the half-yearly interest on the latter falls due 
next Monday, November 2nd, while that on the other will not be 
paid until the middle of January. The City Preference trio are 
quoted at 128}, 1274, and 1244 for the 1891, 1896 and 1901 issues 
respectively. The market in the last named is far from being a 
good one. d 

British Westinghouse Preference have improved to 5;, the recent 
tap of selling having been turned off. But British Electric Traction 
shares keep dull, and the Preference are easier at 114, business being 
done at that price the other day. A few small orders in Cape 
Electrics have been negotiated abont 2}, but the tramway depart- 
ment is inanimate ав а whole. Dublins at 124, and London Pre- 
ference at 11} are practically unchanged. In the Colonial and 
Foreign list Anglo-Argentines keep at 44, Barcelonas at 8, while 
the British Columbia Electric Railway issues exhibit no change, and 
Colombo Debenture stock is 1033. Calcuttas have lost } at 7. New 
schemes for electric propulsion are under consideration by the 
London General Omnibus directors, and the price of the company’s 
stock is the round 100. 

What alterations there are in the Telegraph market make for 
better prices, and the prior stocks continue to command most 
attention. African Direct Debentures have hardened a point, and 
so have Direct West India and West India and Panama Debentures. 
In the Anglo-American group, Submarines are & trifle harder, and 
Anglo Ordinary attracted attention by reason of tbe yield to be 
obtained from this very speculative investment, the quotation being 
1 per cent. up. The Eastern varieties have virtually nothing to 
show in the way of fluctuation. National Telephone 34 per cent. 
Debenture stock is slightly pressed for sale, and Oriental Telegraph 
Preference have come into the Oficial List for quotation, the price 
being 1 middle. 

Amongst Manufacturing shares, British Aluminium Debenture 
stock has advanced a couple of points, and the Preference shares 
10s., for the reasons to which we drew attention last week. It is 
now proposed to reduce the company's capital. Henley's have 
been done at 14. Babcock & Wilcox are 27, Willans & Robinson 6, 
and the Preference marked 63 а day or two ago, Electrolytic 
Alkali Ordinary and Preference at 10s, and 15s. respectively, have 
not moved for weeks, Callender's are unaffected by the dividend 
announcement, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL OOMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Btock Business done 
Present NAMB or | Dividends for the last 888 ДЕ, „ | Week ended 
Isus. |. Share three years, Oct. 218 | Oct. 28th. 9 
1900. 1901. 1903. А Highest Lowest 
67,100 Amason Telegraph Sols , 4% Debs. ee ee ee oe [E 100 ee ee ee 98 —1 99 —108 ° э ee 
25,000 | Amason Telegraph shares, Nos. 1 to 96,000 Set kan ig 10 Á ва - 34— 34— 84 zm ee 
288.840 o i do. o X Debe, Nos. 1 to 1,880 Red. oe ee es гыз. si 613 60/6 Don а 8 nn ee 
Anglo: erican egre ee ee ee oo ee es B. — 40 X m ‚+ 
8,106,580 do. do. 6% Prel. se ee 26 аё .. | Stock | 6 6 96 617 90 — 92 980 — 92 913 904 
8,106,590 Do: do. do. Deferred ee oe ee ee ee Stock bs. 2s. 1/- А af 741— 74 oe ee 
44,000 Chili Telephone, \ Nos. 1 to 44,000 ee oe oo ее ee ee b b 5 6 ф 41— 4i— 61 5 44 
18,888,800$ | Commer oe 0.19100 8 8 8 145 —155 145 —155 . 
1,841,900 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red, s .. | Btock T "S Us 90 — 98 90 — 98 
16,000 Cube Telegraph ee ee ee ee ee oe ee 10 44% 4% 64% 1 TS 7 == 83 8} * 
1481 De: 20% Pret, ee ee өө eo ee ee ee " 49, 4 9, 4% 1 — 17 pa p 171 * 
Direct panish 6. egrap . ee ә ees oo oe ee . ee 
6,000 ° do. 10 Cum. Pref. ее oe ee ee 5 ee oe ee 7 — 8 — 8 e 
80,000 Do. do. 4 Debs. oe ee ee ee ee 50 oe ee ee 98 —102 98 —102 % 
60,710: | Direct United States Cable ae ee ste s = is 90 8196 8196 8196 10+ — 103 xd 10$ — 102 se na 
81,800 | Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. Deb., within Nos, 1 to 1,900, Red. | 100 e к E 99 —102 99. —102 » P 
4,000,000 | Easte:n Telegraph, Ord. 8 e. c6 o. Stock | 7% | 196 | 7% | 123 —128 xd | 123 —128 1254 1284 
1,955,565 Do. 8 V Pref. Stock ee ee ee oe «> | 100 - ss AN 89 — 92 xd 86 — 89 89 87 
enn no: А кыа aad Cuts is i ws 5 ea iw T% T% T% ио, 3 d 1114 
, Eastern xtension, ustralas ар China gra es ee — 1 
+ 890,000 Do. Deb. Stock . Stock ee oe ee 104 —107 104 —107 * ee oe 
800,000 непе & South Atria Tele., 4% Mt. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red . 1909 | 100 oe .. ee 99 —102 99 —1C2. - T 
188.77 di ad Ta do. ü : Reg. ишь Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 10 si% ЕРИ - 10 —108 % 100 —103 % А E 
0 egrapn an ee ee ee oe oe se т . 
049 Do. do. 6X Prein. 10 я m 123— 19]— 1 13 1213 
000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhag ‚> 10 15% |15 % | 19496 — 294— 2} : 
62,5001 Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 96 In 3 Mort. Debe., within RR 100 d m ee 99 —102 99 —102 ia 
17,000 Indo-Euro Telegraph ee eo ee ee ee ee ee 95 10 % 10 % 10% 87 5 40 87 * 40 39 
100,0003 | London Platino-Brasilian T ph, 6 % Debs. es оь о | 100 T e 98 —102 98 —102 
1,988,888 | National Telephone, Pref. Stoc ae oe - os oe eo | 100 5% 5 96 6 99 —101 99 —101 1002 99 
1,966,667 Do. е ee eo ee oe ee eec 100 ee ee 44 19 — 74 72 — "4 734 72 
~ 15,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. let Pref, oe ee ee ee oe 10 6 6 6 13 = 14 18 — 14 ч 
15,000 Ро. do. : Cum. 3nd Pret. .. ee ee 10 6 '| 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 = 
3,950,000 ро. do. Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 ‘to 200,000 as we 5 5 b b 44— 54 4— 64 5 
000,000: е do. Ы Deb. Stock Red. ee eo ee ee Stock 8$ Bå 84 98 — 95 „ 92 — 
600,000 Do, do. Deb. Stock Red. Tm ..| 100 4 4 1 102 —104 102 —104 
179,313 | Oriental Telephone he Elec, Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid A ae 1 6 6 6 96 — i— 1 - 
50,000 Do. do do 6 % Cum. Pref. ec ec 1 TNT qe oe 1— 18 T T 
128 гиро and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1, 000 Қ" và 100 1 АЕА * % 8 y — 7 bay sa 
, euter's ee * ee B . ee ee 8 .. > х‹ 1 ee ee 
8,808 | Submarine Cables Trust А e ec ee oe as .. | Cert. 82 ara Va 114 —119 xd | 116 121“ aT as 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone $a 5 1% | 1% | 7% 54— 6 ml 5fa 54 
40,000 Do. do, TS Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 $a b ga ve ec 4j— bi 4 54 - oe 
179,9471 Do. do. T .. | Stock T oe ee 104 —107 104 —107 m 
15,609 | West African Telegraph, ares ^ 10 oie ee 2% 5 — 6 5 — 6 - is 
150,0001 | West Coast of America, 4% Debs., 1 tol 500 guar. by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 | .. $a va 95 — 98 95 — 98 | s T" 
267,980 | Western тан, Ltd., Nos. 1 to 207, 550 єз ; 10 1% 1% % 12 — 124 12 — 1% | 123 124 
75,0001 Do. [ Debs. 9nd series, 1906 ee ee ee 100 | ee ee ee 100 —108 100 —103 | .. ee 
400,000 Do. do. Deb, Btock Red, ee ee . 100 ef .* ^ 98 —]101 98 —101 * А 
68,821 | West India and Panama DE. oe e 10 | #% . i- 4 4 — 
84,568 Do, do, do. 6 % Cum. 1st Pret. ' WF o ue 10 * а 6 — 6 — 64 674 8 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 T Cum. 2nd Pref. ae 10 | А — 4 34— 44 NET oe 
80,0001 ро, до. do, Debs., Nos. 1 to 1, 800 ..| 100 ° * d ws 100 —108 101 ET Y 103 ee 
| | 
| | | 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
90,000 | British Aluminium 7 95 Cum. Pref. .. P ee - 10 2s s os 4— 5 44— 54 A 
500, 000 Do. do. 5% 18% Mort. Deb. Btock Red. oe ee .. | Stock " s T" 83 — 87 85 — 
100,000 | British Electrio Traction | n n e| 10 o | 9% | 89255 | i- liz 111— 12} 12 ii 
100, 000 Do. do. Cum. Pret. . oe ee ee 10 oe ео ee 1] ES 11 11 — 114 11 a 11 
600,000: Do. do. aue Debenture Stock T Stock ee ss is 120 —138 190 —123 1228 1214 
100,000 British Insulated and Helaby Cables ee oe ee б 16% |10% 10 6— 64 6— 6 Im . 
100,000 Do. do. ee ee oe 5 ee oe oe 51— bi 5}— bx oe ee 
60,000 Do. do. ® m Mort. DE Red... ° ae ве ee 100 oe ee ee 103 —106 102 —105 oe on 
60,000 зоя; Lindley & Co., * ee еә ве ee 21 8 z Nil oe 2 l5: Н ee eo 
50,000 |4 до. KE Cum. Pref. .. T is oe 41 6 ee T 14/6 to 1 14/6 to 15/ ss es 
105,781 Brush "Electrical Engineering, Or «lto 6% Pro ЖЕ oe - 2 b N Nil 1 1 1 
150,000 Do. Non-cum, Ре va ss iu 2 6 8% 6% lj— 1 1}— 1 18 1135 
Do. do. iP Perp. b. Sock. ee ee Stock oe oe ae —1 97 —100 ee ee 
125,000: Do. 5 oe oe Stock oe ee ee 85 — 90 85 — 90 oe ae 
85,000 | Callender’s Cable Construction s E ès b 15% 909% | 15 9$ 11 169 11 124 11 i vi 
; 40,000 Do. do. - do. um. Pret. ee 6 795 s ws 57 5 v 
: 90,0001 Do. do. do. a Mort, ‘Deb. Stock Red, oe Stock oe ee . 106 —110 106 —110 ee 
‘ 1,860,014 Central London Railway, 1 ee ee oe ee Stock es 4 4 — 97 95 тт 95% 
494,008 Do. do. Pref. Stock . eo oe ee eo os Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 994 ee 
494,998 Do. do. Del. do 0. oe oe oe ee Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 os ee 
1,880,000 City and South London Railway ee ee ee oe ee os Stock 1% 2 8} 61 — 58 51 — 53 62} 514 
86,000 Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 85,000 ee ee ee oe ae ee 8 8 7% 5 2 — 94 2 — 24 ee ee 
100,000: | | Bec Pro ce ызы анн doe cae i] мы | шы. aoi 100 —104 MEE ae 
99,261 Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, “ А x shares, 48 1 to 99,961 b ds Nil ee 0 =" 0 -— "P ae 
17,189 De. do. "A" shares 01—017,180.. | .. | 8 мі | .. lj— 1 i: 5 
844,028: 5 | do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. 100 ee oe ee 72 — 77 72 — 77 ae ee 
100,0002 do. and Deb, Stock Prov. Certs ‘all pd. 100 sa as 8 76 — 81 76 — 81 ЙЕ er 
112,100 Electrio абайы, 1 to i12 1 ite vx s vs 9 6 96 6 96 6% 1 13 14— 1} 18 67. 
81,800 Do. do. 7 Cum. Fret 1 to 81,800 ee ee 2 ee ee ee 8 24— 8 ог ee 
3500) | General Elec Со. (1906), 6 3 Cum моз De — . . BO] sx | & |ва и-и | O9 10 Ө » 
ene eotrio e. , um. ee oe oe ү 5 i . + 
200,000 Do. do. 11 Deb. ee ee ee ee Stock ee oer, ee 96 — 99 96 — 99 °. ee 
85,000 | Henley's (W. T.) Telegraph orks, Ord. .. 9 0 oe за vás b 20 0% 20 $ 14 — 16 14 — 15 14} 14 
86,000 Do до; е ef. ee ee 5 44 ee ee 5 = 54 5 — 53 512 511 
48,060 ort. Deb. Btock eo ee Stock ee oe ee 108 —112 108 —112 ee ee 
60,000 India-Rubber, Gutte-Pershs. & Telegraph Works ee 2. | 510 10% 10% |10% 184— 193 184— 194 183 184 
291,200 ILi Osee allway OM i o С int моћ, 110 81% | 14% | 14% 100-206, ar Ерон ы 
verpoo way, ee ee ео ee ғ d— Á oe ae 
10,000 Do. do. Frei. l0 paid .. . n| 10 a r S: 0 103 104— 104 p = 
81,860 "Telegra Construction and Maintenance.. 12 174% | 90% | 90% 84 — 87 84 — 87 353 vs 
160,000 3 СТА Loa 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. i юл, Red. 1000 100 ee өе . ee 100 —108 100 —108 e- oe 
540,000: Water City Railway: Ord. Stock oe ee eo ГЕ) 100 8 % 8 % 88 93— 96 99 ==, 96 98 о ө 
t Quotations оп Liverpoo Stocke Exchange. t Uniess otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. f| From Manchester Share List 
=т= ene 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent. (September 3rd, 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued). —ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Present МАМЕ, | or Dividends for the Quotations s ons week Ed : 
ише. | Share, | last three years. Oct. 21st. ot. 98th, | Oct. 28th, 1908, 
t 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest.| Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Eleotric Light, Ord i s 1 vs 25 ws i— §— id +e . 
120.000 B pton & Ker ington El ч e Light Sup ok, Prov, 990 6 8 pu 10 — 10 . б 
e rompton ens n Elec up., У ; эө б 8 ui 
* 20,000 Do. do. 7 % Cum. Pref, А ee 6 % % % 10 кыра 1 10 — 10 е» oe 
50,000 Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply wis is - 6 9% 10 10 9*6 9 — A 9 — 
70,000 do. do. Cum. Pref, ex b dis is 5 
40,000 Do. до, “ City Undertaking " Boum: Pret. - b $3 os m 5 
250,000 ый Y. oe de 10 Deb. Stock Red. . vs. ee.. | 100 ay » s 104 —106 104 —106 1042 н 
; sea Electricity NPD у, 25 "* 6 4 
150,0002 ha Deb. Stock Red. .. oe 0.2. | Stock = ue 108 —111 - | 108 —111 110 
70,595 City of London Electro ет л, Ord. 40,001—110,505 .. `.. 10 0 5% | 5% 10 — 104 94 — 10} 10% 
40,000 Do. а t., 1 to ,000 Ке А 10 6 : ге 13 — 14 18 — 14 "e 
400,0002 Do. рар Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid .. эз è З 122 —127 129 —127 ee oe 
800,000 Do. 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid . ..| 100 An P: ey 102 —106 103 —106 e| T 
40,000 | County of London & oo КҮ, Бен Lighting, Ога. 1—40, 2. 10 4% 4% | 4% 74— 7 8 Th 
90,000 Do. 6 % Prof., 40,001 —80,000 10 is a xk 11 11 T T 
400,0001 Do. o: py Deb Stoch = vs T vx Ее x не 107 —110 107 —110 109 108 
250,000 Do. 2nd Deb. tock .. ..  .. Stock s # 100 —103 100 —108 103 101} 
60,000 | Edmundson's Electric Сана, Ord. Shares ce „4 „ б 7% 1 196 | 1% — 6 6— T z 
80,000 Do. do. 6 9% Cum. Prel. vs y АН д is ; 64 67, 
140,000 = ae -— r йй 4 Orde Deb. Stock .. | 100 23; ee 10°% и =, E mr 107 106 
‚ en n and Knig e Ejectric, ie b 1 1 04— 11 04— oe oe 
N a Bo. — do. b os do е 4 % Debenture Sto Soak i» ‚* vs 101 —104 s —104 $5 as 
А ondon Eleotrio Supply Corporation, Lim ; 2s Mis E <5 a6 i — ee ee 
49,840 Do. ao: do. 6 % Pref. | 5 x ie s — 8 za s i 2 
250,000: Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock T vs x. 100 —102 100 —102 TN i 
100,000 | Metropolitan ена Supply, l to 100,000 . 10 6% 64% 14% 17 $ 174— 1 T 11$ 
71,106 Do. do. 44% Cum. Pret. 1-т, 106, £3 paid . 5 a s E | ee 
220,0001 Do. йо; 4 & Ist Mort. Deb. 8 Stock ee ‚ @e ee Д ee oe oe 110 —114 110 —114 0 
250, 0001 Do. Mort. 293 =o Bed ec [E Stock ee ee ee 9 —100 97 —100 ЫЫ e 
10,862 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting E 2s 10 7 6 6 18 — 14 124— 1 1 ва 
40,000 | St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric » Light, Ord А 5 144 14 144 144— 154 144— 14 T 
20,000 ЫШ Do. do. Pref. 20, 081 to 40,080 6 ge eo ee — T 8 
150,000: Do. do. do: Deb. Stock Red | .. | 100 А i 97 —l 97 —100 99 vs 
19,000 | Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ота... .. .. .. .. Б ur T 5 — 84 B — 34 .. . 
65,000 | South London Eoo Buppiy, О Ord. .. $3 as ee аа 5 ia ex 1 j 4 4 - . 
80,000 | Urban Electric Supply, з ж» a we m 6 ae s 4 bà 53 ee - 
OO Westminster Eleta dupa umn, Prot b T 195 18 13 — 18 12 1% 
в 88 о 0 upp у, Й ee eo oe oe b 1 1 12 2 == ae 
98,141 Do. do о. 5 % Cum, Pref, ee ee ee ee 5 kd 04% % 6 = ы 6 — 63 165 oe 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, October 28th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. Se К CN METALS, &о. (continued). F 
a Acid, N .. per cut. 6/- T 9 Copper Sheet .. „per ton £73 ‚ £5 ine. 
a „ Nitrio ©з; ое .. per owt, 22/- vs 9 „ Rod. .. рег ton £78 £5 ino. 
а. Oxalic.. oe s .. рег си. 83/- ° ia e їз (Electrolytic) Bars .. perton £61 £2 inc. 
а „ Bulphurio .. 5% .. рег owt. 5/6 2x e i j) eets .. рег ton #71 £2 inc. 
a Ammoniac, 8al .. рег сиф, 49/- P e " " Rod .. per ton ~ 269 22 inc. 
е Ammonia, Muriate (orystal) .. рег ton &88 10 а е à H.C. Wire per Ib. Bid. d. inc. 
di .. per ton ` £80 is f Ebonite Rod ʻi es .. per lb, 5/8 © 
: Bleachin powder . - d . рег ton £4 10 x f ^» Bheet vs .. per lb, 8/- 8 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. рег ton #15 . n German Silver Wire .. .. per lb. 178 КЕ 
a Вогах.. ae oy T .. рег ton £18 es k Gutta-percha fine. у .. per lb. 8j- 
a Benzole (90 %) à vs .. per gal. 1[- m h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 4/8 to 4/5 M. 
a ji ( ) ss s .. per gal. 6/6 ine 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £1 »s 
a Copper Sulphate .. .. per ton £20 3 í „ Pig (Cleveland warrante) рег ton 42/8 103. dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate sa uc. ee .. per ton £94 > € o, . 8, according to ue per ton From 411 oe 
a „ White ВОВА vs .. per ton £31 a 4 „ Вогар, . per ton 47/6 to 50/- os 
a "T 5 ik p a n ys - рег on “о oe ¢ , Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton 21 bis ex 
a Methy piri per gal. A "» 
a Naphtha, Solvent (00% at 160° o. per gal. 5/6 d д Lead, English Ingot ..  .. per ton { £11 12 6 | 5e. inc. 
в хо 8 casks .. per lb. ва. is g Sheet al .. рег ton £18 ЗЯ 
а ustic (75/8096)... .. рег ton £24 sa m Manganin Wire No. 28 .. .. per lb. 8/- as 
a Piukat ба .. рег ton £85 es g Merc oy .. per bot. #8 76 ыа 
в 8h СЕ e. per ewt. 200/- 5 4 Mios (in original cases) dall. Per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 M 
a Zulphate of Magnesia Ws .. per ton £4 10 ia d „ 7 » medium per lb. 9/6 to 8/9 sa 
а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 10 m d large per lb. T to 7 > 
а » Recovered d .. per ton £5 10 s p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. [- to T 
a »  Lump .. per ton £5 « p » rolled bars & rods per Ib. 1/- to 1/8 m 
а Boda. Caustic (white 70 96) .. per ton £10 15 i p Re пн trip & sheet per lb. From 1/1 oe 
a „ Crystals © vs .. per ton £8 АР o Platinum ix .. per os. £4 ee 
a „ Bichromate, casks.. .. per lb, 94d. s p Bilicium Bronze Wire . per lb. 9d. to 11d. Де 
Bteel, Magnet, acc'd'g todesc' D n per ton £58 ss 
METALS, &о. 4 [1] 99 in bars ee ев слее ee 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £180 T g Tin, Blox. . per on £128 10 | 50/to7Orine. 
b ү: Wire, in ton lots. per ton £168 we Д „ Foil .. рег lb. ee 
b Bheet, in a lots. per ton £166 "m Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per lb. 103 $d. inc. 
р Babbiti's metal ingots per ton 448 to £180 E p p White Anti-friction Metals 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 120 basis per lb, qd. ‚ inc. “White Ant” brand per ton £42 to £69 gs 
€ „ Tube (brazed) А .. per lb. 9d. . inc. ј Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on sp 15 per 1b. 8d. d 
aa » (solid drawn).. .. per lb. ine. j „ 6 lea. Flax.. .. por lb. i = 
€ „ Wire, basis.. es .. per lb. inc. „ 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian .. lb. А oe 
c Copper Tubes (brazed) .. .. per lb. inc j on 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 4 oe 
e „ (solid drawn). per lb. . ino. j 80 Ibe. Jute rove per ton 1 ee 
2 Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £5 inc. k Zino, But Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton 893 16 as 


— — — — 


^ Quotations supplied by Messrs. :— :—q G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; c Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd. ; d F. Wiggins & Bons. ; в Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakspeare; h Edward Till & Co.; ¢ Bolling & Lowe; j Walter Н. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; ж W. Т. prover & Hover Со, Ltd.; ^ P. юан, & Sons; о Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd,; p The Phosphor Bronse Co., Ltd. 


— — — — — M н ä J—ꝛ — ——— — —7 
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ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Week Receipts for Miles (d Week | Receipts or Miles 

Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. open. ! | Locality. ending | the week Total to date. open. 
UR ЗҮ S | &* 2 £* | WE ake T Ga 4 £* ND: 
Aberdeen .. $a .. | Oct. 24 | 1,141 | +815 | 27,223 | + 4,142 10 | — 3 (South Staffordshire . | Oct. 1 954 4189 97,489 + 5,062; =й 
Birmingham. bec 4L 4s M 4,188 — 0 218.981 + 9,095] —|— 2 Se „ H " + n ч + 1816 | T 
Бышты осо „ a | а Se o 2j , эй | св зары |+ вю £L 
Blackpool . „ 22 417 | + 15 34,902 | — 225 D — E! eston -super - Mare » 14 | 68 | — 8 56,418 | — 491 L2 
Blaokpoo! and Fleetwood „ 24 255 10 138,977 — 150 74 — Ы Wolverhampton Dist. „ 16 883 | + 72 | 16,818| + 7,848 | 10g 78 
Blackpool and Lytham..| „„ 22 287 | +128 | 12,546 | + 6,847) — | — fà Wrexbam < » 16 140 | — 4,107 — е 
Pd S i E a 25 1,746 | +105 | 56,493 | + 7,225 " a 3 ( Yorks, Woollen Dist. .. р б d ae ipit no iru 1 E em 
т ee oe е AT E T "is RIOT Cardi Т) ' ind. * v = 
БЕ Ор a s bell. us 2 210 — 900 42,683 — 280 — ү. ena & District со. n | de + 10 . + 18/059 | ets | — 
о ee ee @e y 4,86 4 — жо == ver ee eo ? 4 Te i] S 
Burnley | „ 24 8822 134 — nc g B | Dabin ср: „ 93| 4,607 | «190 | 91,186 | + 7,585 | 464 + à 
ре! District "P » 16 177 — | 7,525 — 44 — Ё East Ham .. s „ x. 94 +149 20, 792 + 6,168, 8 |+ 2 
| Deco onport vs „ 16 480 | + 59 18,979; + 870 5 | — 8 Glasgow  .. T ool „ 24 13,898 |+1354 | 288,428 781.764 66 1 7 
. Dudley—Stourbridge. . % 16 799 | + 35 34,968 + 3,4161 — |o Hol. M" os |o. 94 1 1,888 | +155 | 56,277 | + SE 11 +1 
Gateshead " 16 915 | + 41 | 86,175 | + 4,903 |1 + 3 2 Ilkeston ee ès asl n» 3l 146 — = 5 4 — 

" Gravesend— Northfleet „ 16 934 | + 24 | 10,189 + 969 =a Isle of Thanet... «ooa M 868 | — 49 | 80, — 1, 103 ice 
Greenock Pt. Glasgow oe 16 559 + 58 22,924 + 1,758 1 же Leeds ee oe . ГТ) 94 5,820 +410 169,951 +10,499 41 a z 
Hartlepool .. ..| , 16 268 | + 43 11,347 4 611 49 | & | Liv 1.. .. ..| „ 17 | 10,242 | +9264 | 434, +14,021 | 108 — 

. Kidderminster .. Sa „ 16 110 — 7 5.464 + 178 — Manchester RE ..| „„ 94 | 11,500 146161 | 855,542 16,948 N — 
Merthyr .. vá " » 16 204 | + 14 8,269 | — 191; 8 | — A Newcastle .. as e| o 24| 3,644 | + — — wir 
gj Middleton so =o e| » 16] 262 | + 15 13,588 + 1,668 83 | — Portsmouth s. | o M| 1,463 | + | — — (9 — 
DEA. a oe [T] 16 165 — 19 26005 + 1,524 8 — $ S tof oo es 22 967 nE Ps I 25 i ia 
e r ro ee ae — ae am — — ee oe ud iyu 5 

S poole н 16 282 | + 35 12.928 4 1,999 CIENE Sunderland „ 25 | 1,068 | 4 39| 88,619| + 1,948] 90 («8 
É Potteries „„ 16 1702 | — 5 | 65,158 | + 8,498 — Central London Railway n 94 | 6,787 | —506 | 104,320 | — 5,590; 6 — 
врео . и dg % 0 4 = | |i Luc Br „ 2 e т asl | 
ons ee ee ’ T 1 $ 4 т = Lucan wy. э T = 

| Southpare - -| » 16! 290 |+ 56 16.874 + 9.155 nd Liverpool Overhead Ry. . 25 | 1,682 | +/01 | 8.788 4 1.92440 @ | — 
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THE GLASGOW MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 
SYSTEM. 


Facts AND FIGURES, 


III.—WonkriNG EXPENSES. 


IN our last article we showed, by a detailed examination 
of the plant of the Glasgow municipal telephone system, 
as it is described and valued in the Glasgow Corporation 
telephone accounts, that the annual charge for depreciation 
should amount to about £20,000, and that even if sinking 
fund were taken to represent depreciation, there would still 
be an omission of between £11,000 and £12,000 from the 
debit side of the revenue account. This would bring the 
total cost of furnishing the service, including interest and 
sinking fund, up from £33,320 to some £45,000. Even 
this, however, does not tell the whole story. The working 
expenses proper, apart from interest and sinking fund, are 
shown in the accounts to be £20,871 2s. 2d. А close 
examination of this part of the accounts, and a com- 
parison with the statistics, give rise to some interesting 


speculations as to how far the accounts really represent the. 


actual working expenses. 

The comment in the special report of the auditors, enter- 
ing a mild protest against the unusual procedure of 
charging to capital expenses incurred in canvassing for 
new subscribers, was sufficient to arouse suspicion, and the 
remarkably low figures given for working expenses are well 
calculated to confirm it, In the total working expenses 
of £20,871 28. 2d. is included an item of £1,497 15s. for 
terminal fees. This is a charge that has to be met out 
of revenue, while not actually forming a part of the 
expense of operating the service and maintaining the plant. 
The same remark applies to Post Office royalty, which 
amounts to £3,405 9s. 8d. Deducting these two amounts 
from the total expenditure, we have £15,967 178. 6d. for 
the sum total of actual working expenses at Glasgow. 

The number of lines at May 31st, 1902, was 4,745, 
and the number at May 31st, 1903, was 7,441, giving an 
increase of 2,696. Taking the mean of the increase, 
1,348, and adding to 4,745, we get 6,093 as the average 
number of lines in operation during 1903. Rounding this 
off to 6,100, and dividing into £15,968, we get £2 128. 4d. 
for the average annual working expenses per line. Such a 
remarkably low figure as this for a large city system is a 
little too good to be readily accepted without very sub- 
stantial and convincing proof of ita accuracy. The accounts 
are necessarily too much in abstract to furnish any such 
proof, but an analysis of them, in conjunction with the 
statistics, affords, not proof of the accuracy of the figures, 
but reasonable grounds for the assumption that they are, to 
say the least, not sufficiently comprehensive. . 

Even making every allowance for cheap wayleaves, cheap 
rents and other incidental savings that may lie within the 
power of a corporation to secure, it is not easy to see how 
this extremely low working cost can be arrived at. To make 
the. matter perfectly clear, we give below the items of which 
this sum of £15,965 17s. 6d. is made up. 


WOREING EXPENSES AT GLASGOW. 


„ and repairs— £ в. d. £ 8. d. 
ages кз bn - .. 3,327 11 4 | 
Materials, &c. 1044 3 5 
— — 4371 14 9 
Reconstruction 
Wages was M i sss 214 12 1 
Materials, &c. i ae 60 2 0 
—— 274 14 1 
Post Office Commissions 21 5 39 
Trunk and telegram fees 9 17 11 
General expenses— 
Postages  ... TT К T 183 9 7 
Petty expenses Vus ave беа 35 1 1 
Sub-Exchange petties 22 3 6 
Miscellaneous - 104 12 0 
'Town clerk's fee fund 150 0 0 
Auditor's fee 31 10 O 
Wayleaves ... $us 925 m 146 9 8 
Salaries, wages and allowances ... 6,890 1 10 
— 7,563 7 8 
Printing, stationery and advertising... к v 685 6 1 
Rents, ratesand insurance... Я .. 2,789 10 8 
Fuel and light ... és 252 1 6 
Total actual working expenses . £15,967 17 6 


This is a complete transcript of the expenditure side of the 
revenue account, less the two items of Post Office Royalty 
and terminal fees, which we will leave on one side 
for the present. It will be noticed that the way- 
leaves form an extremely small item, averaging 
lees than 6d. yearly per line. This economy in wayleaves, 
always an expensive item with private companies, is about 
the most striking advantage that Corporation ownership can 
claim. It is, however, at the worst, a relatively small pro- 
portion of the total cost of working. 

The account may be divided up into the following four 
general items :— 


Wages  ... £10,439 5 3 
Materials, o. 1104 5 65 
Rents, fuel, &c. ... 304111 9 
Miscellaneous 1,89 15 1 
Total £15,967 17 6 


The remarkable point is the small amount of wages paid, 
considering the size and extent of the system. Here we 
have a city telephone system, serving a large area, with 


' 17 exchanges, over 15,000 miles of metallic circuit line, a 


mean number of 6,100 subscribers’ lines and 7,200 stations, 
operated for a whole year with a wages bill of only £10,432 
58. 3d., or just over £200 а week. How is it done? If it 
really is done, the Glasgow Corporation would seem to have 
solved a problem almost as important as that of perpetual 
motion—the problem of getting work done without pay. 
The real explanation, however, is to be found, we think, in the 
method of accounting for salaries and wages and of allocat- 
ing them to capital cost and working expenses. A con- 
sideration of the staff employed, and a comparison of the 
total wages bill with the total wages charged to working 
expenses, go a long way to show that in dealing with their 
telephone department the Glasgow Corporation have, on 
paper, economised in working costs at the expense of the 
capital account. This is not a wholly novel method of 
finance, and there are companies of all kinds that are not 
innocent of such methods. But it is unsound, as any 
method of book-keeping is unsound that does not show 
clearly the real state of affairs. 

In the present instance the total payment for salaries and 
wages is not given in the accounts or statistics, but the 
staff is set forth in fair detail, and the total wages paid can 


be estimated with reasonable accuracy. The staff is as 

follows :— 
Salaried officials ... TA © sue dus .. 12 
General office T wae iv ns svi .. 25 
Btores office “ m eos nee ee 8 
Operators sae ik je: ... 192 
Canvassers . jas isi iss jas е .. 8 
Engineers and draughtsmen  ... T iss .. 14 
Clerks in engineers' offices 85 ssi ses .. 10 
Cleaners... eee 9 


Fitters, inspectors 
tendent’s department ... К Р m .. 105 

Inspectors, foremen, wiremen, labourers and boys in 
outside superintendent's department ... 213 


Total is 


and boys jn inside superin- 


nl 


... 596 


The staff shows a net decrease of 32 since May 81st, 1902; 
when it numbered 628. The principal decrease has taken 
place in the construction force, the outside superin- 
tendent" having now a force of 213 as against 315 last 
year. There are also reductions in the engineering force. 
There was an increase of 71 in the operating staff, and 
slight increases in the office force, the net result being, as we 
have said, a reduction of 32 in the total staff. 

We have made a careful estimate of what the total pay- 
ment in salaries and wages to this force is. We have in 
every case taken current rates of pay, and then, in deference 
to the well-known parsimony of municipalities in such 
matters, have made a general reduction of 10 per cent. This 
liberal discount helps us out in another matter. Municipal 
telephone management has a strong partiality for boys, 
apprentices, *improvers" and green hands generally, and, of 
course, we are unable to do more than guess at the number of 
this class of employé in the above total. But, presumably, 
there must be a fair stiffening of grown men and experienced 
hands in each department, and we think, in taking off 10 
per cent, from the total estimated wages, that we are making 


more. 
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a fair allowance for all the economical tendencies of municipal 
management. | 

With all care and every allowance we do not estimate the 
total payment of the Glasgow Corporation telephone de- 
partment for salaries, wages and allowances during the year 
under review at less than £29,500. Unless every other 
man on the staff is a boy, this must be rather under than 
over the real figure. This figure gives an average of under 
£1 a week for every member of the staff, including all over- 
time, special duty, travelling allowances, &c.,.and as less 
than a third only of the staff are operators, who are the 
only large class of the staff that will average much less, the 
gross figure we have arrived at cannot be far wrong. If it 
errs appreciably we are fairly confident that the error will 
be found on the right side, as we have taken special pains to 
estimate as closely as possible. Most of our readers familiar 
with rates of pay and with the conduct of large businesses 
will agree that a staff of the numbers and character described 
could not be maintained for less than the annual sum we 
have named. Under commercial conditions, with efficiency 
the prime object, the amount would be several thousands 

Well, of this total of £29,500 for salaries, wages and 
allowances, all that we find debited to working expenses is 
£10,432 5s. 3d., or 35°3 per cent. Out of the total wage 
bill, over £19,000 has been charged to capital expenditure. 


According to general experience the proportions should be 


the other way about, and of the total wage bill about 65 
per cent. should be charged to working expenses and about 
35 per cent. toconstruction. It is true that this would give 


the revenue account an appearance that would be distinctly . 


unfavourable, as it would give a balance on the wrong side 
of some £8,000. That, of course, would provoke so much 
hostile comment in the Glasgow Town Council, where the 
telephone accounts have already been criticised with much 
severity, that it is not to be thought of, and the only method 
that has been found of purchasing a year or two of com- 
parative peace is to charge working expenses to capital. In 
no other way could the service be carried on and a balance 
brought out on the right side of the revenue account ; and 
on no other hypothesis can we account for the unduly high 
capital cost of the system, in view of the comparatively 
cheap character of the plant. 3 

Although most telephone men of experience will agree 
with us that of the total cost for salaries and wages about 
two-thirds is due to working expenses and about one-third 
to construction, it may be urged that the Glasgow system is 
only in ita second year of working, and that much new con- 
struction is still going on. True, the system, is only in its 
second year of working, but it is the third year of construc- 
tion, and nearly three-fourths of the capital expended had 
been spent at May 31st, 1902. At that date the capital 
account stood at £192,693, and during the year under 
review the addition to the capital account has been £78,556, 
showing that the amount of new construction during the 
year has not been very great. Moreover, the statistics for 
staff show that the outside staff — the division chiefiy 
occupied in new construction—was reduced from 315 in 
1902 to 213 in 1903, a reduction of 102 men; this shows 
that the new construction work done by the department 
itself in 1903 was on a greatly reduced scale. It will be 
interesting to see just how the £78,556 of new capital 
spent in 1903 was laid out, as the items give some guide to 
the amount of labour involved to the department itself :— 


Capital Expenditure from June 1st, 1902, to May 31st, 1903. 


1. Underground construction ... £29,743 13 11 
2. Overhead construction ... ssi 15,362 19 1 
3. Central exchange construction ... 14,253 18 5 
4. Sub exchange construction 3,170 10 4 
5. Instrument construction ... 14,513 19 0 
6. Public telephone offices . iyi 626 10 10 
7. General expenses (canvassing) ... 527 14 11 
8. Furniture and fittiugs ...°°° Т es 957 2 4 

478.556 8 10 


Of these eight items Nos. 1, 3 and 4 are practically 
all contract work, in Nos. 5, 6 and 8, the value is practically 
all in the material, and No, 7 has no business in a capital 
account at all; leaving No. 2, overhead construction, as the 
principal item involving much work on the part of the 
department itself. Assuming that, on this account, 40 per 


cent. of the total cost is in labour, which is liberal, there 
would be £5,700 in wages here. There were 3,643 instru- 
ments added to the system, and £1,200 would cover the 
labour in items 5 and6. On the underground construction, 
although all the work is usually done by contract, the 
Department may have done some work iteelf on the distri- 
buting cables; we will allow £2,500 for this. We then 
get for labour costs, after elitninating items 3, 4, 7 and 8, as 
follows :— 


Underground construction ... an £2,500 
Overhead construction н " 5,700 
Fitting instruments ... н 1,200 


Supervision and office expense, 10 per cent. on £9,400 940 


— — 


£10,340 
According to this estimate, which, under the circumstances, 
is a liberal one, the total amount of salaries and wages which 
should have been charged to construction is a little over 
£10,000, instead of the sum of over £19,000 which, apparently, 
actually was charged. The difference, between £9,000 and 
£10,000, should have gone to working expenses. It is, 
in our opinion, quite preposterous to charge to capital 
account some £20,000 in salaries and wages on a total 
expenditure of £78,000, of which considerably more than 


‘half is represented by work let out to contract, and much of 


the rest is represented by the value of the material. There 
can be little doubt but that this method of book-keeping 
gocs some way towards explaining the inflated capital cost 
shown in our first article. 

There is one more illustration from the accounts that 
helps to prove this point. Necessarily, we can adduce 
only circumstantial evidence of our contention that the 
working expenses are being favoured at the expense of the 
capital account, but this is a particularly interesting and 
convincing piece of circumstantial evidence. Of the total 
amount of £10,432 5s. 3d. for salaries and wages charged 
to working expenses, as shown above, £3,542 38. 5d. are 
accounted for under inspection and repairs and recon- 
struction, the balance of £6,890 1s, 10d. coming under 
general expenses as “ Salaries, wages and allowances.” This 
sum of £6,890 18, 10d. includes not only the operators 
wages, but all office force of all kinds, supervision and 
general management. The operators were 121 in 1902, and 
192 in 1903. Taking the average number of operators 
employed throughout the year as I60, their total pay -roll, 
including supervisors, night operators, chief operators, and 
80 on, would be about £5,000 for the year. A large pro- 
portion of learners and juveniles may bring it a trifle lower, 
but not much. This leaves the large sum of £1,890 for the 
salaries and wages of all the other employés engaged in the 
actual conduct of the business. If our readers will look over 
the list of the staff printed above, they will readily see the 
application of the remark, and can calculate for themselves 
how far £1,890 will go among salaried officials, office force 
in various departments, superintendents, cleaners, &c. 

In order to summarise our views on the real working 
expenses of the Glasgow Corporation telephone system, we 
will now proceed to reconstruct the revenue account from 
the above data, as follows :— 


GLASdOW CORPORATION TELEPHONES. 
Estimated Revenue Account, 1902-3. 


Dr. Cr. 

Working expenses as Total revenue £35,014 2 9 

shown in accounts. £15,967 17 6 | Deficit 21,499 5 0 
Salaries and wages | 

now charged to 

capital which 

should be charged 

against revenue 

(вау) sai 5 9000 0 O0 
Post Office royalty... 3,405 9 8 
Terminal fees . 149715 0 | 
Depreciation and 

sinking fund — .. 20,000 0 0, 
Interest on capital... 6642 5 7 

Total  .. 256,513 7 9 | £56,513 7 


This statement, showing a loss of £21,500 on the year's 
working instead of a balance of £1,694, or a total differ- 
ence of £23,194, much more nearly represents, in our 
opinion, the true condition of the Glasgow Corporation 
telephone finances than the acoounte presented to the 
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Glasgow Town Council. It means that the average 
са рег subscriber’s line should be over £8 instead of 
about £5. 


ENGINE AND DYNAMO BREAKDOWNS. 


As usual, Mr. Longridge’s annual report is full of interest. 
It deals with the breakdowns of engines insured by the 
Engine, Boiler and Employers’ Liability Insurance Co., 
and in several cases the explanation of failure is accom- 
panied by a statement of the probable number of stress 
applications. Thus a big-end.bolt failed at 207 million 
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Fig. 1.— SECTION oF BBRARING. 


revolutions, a cross-head cap bolt at 98 millions. A main 
beam showed a crack at 270 million revolutions of its 
engine, while a badly-fitted crankpin, the crank-eye being 
shrunk on the pin-shank, which was smaller than the pin, 
failed after 342 million stress applications or 171 million 
revolutions. 
motion failed to act owing to its baving been fixed badly, as 
pointed ont to the owners, who heeded not. 

When will people learn that a gas engine jacket should be 
fed with soft water? A gas engine failure is attributed to 
deposit in the jacket. Another jacket failed from freezing, 
thereby emphasising the nced of drain cocks to empty it in 
frosty weather. A gas engine crankshaft very properly 
broke near the driving fly-wheel. "There was a fly-wheel at 
the other end of the shaft to help the breakage to occur, the 
immediate cause being lack of alignment. Two bearings 
only are strongly advised. 

'The boiler gection of the report still leaves room for 
wonder at tbe callousness with which costly boilers aie 
allowed to be corroded by acid water. Thus six large boilers 


Fig. 2.—BnaRokEN EnD or SPINDLH. 


laid down new in 1900 for 160 lbs. pressure required new 
internal flues by the end of 1902. A contrast to this is the 
case of a Lancashire boiler made in 1884, which was not 
reflued until 1901. It had iron floes. Another of nnknown 
age is still fit for its 80 lbs. pressure; this also has iron flues, 
while a third in the same range, made in 1899, bad new 
flue plates in 1902, and locomotive boilers fed with the same 
water and made of iron remain sound, while steel locomotive 
boilers on the same water again have soon to be renewed. 
Steel seems unable to bear bad water. 

Potential brittleness is a feature rather of thick than thin 
plates, and we are told this undesirable quality may occur 
even where ordinary chemical and mechanical tests give 
seemingly good results. Of the 12,000 boilers insured in 
1886, 44°7 per cent. were Lancashire type and 22 6 per cent. 
were Cornish. Now, out of 12,000 boilers similarly analysed, 
44°7 are Lancashire and 18°2 are Cornish. Plain cylindrical 
boilers have decreased from 12:1 to 3'5 per cent. Water-tube 
boilers increasefrom 0 to 1°6 per cent. Locomotive type boilers 


A fly-wheel burst because the knock-off — 


20*0, an increase probably due to fear of the law rather than to 
any actual growth of that class of boiler. The average pres- 
sure of 50 lbs. in 1878 is probably 90 lbs. in 1902. No sur- 
prise will be felt at the explosion of a cast-iron superheater. 

Finally, a Diesel engine test is reported, one result showing 
less than 0*5 lb. of oil per B.H.P.-hour, the oil being crude 
Texas. 

Dealing with electrica! machinery, Mr. Longridge states 
that the number of minor breakdowns has been reduced, and 
assigns as the cause the system cf periodical inspection, as 
the number of breakdowns due to accidents (1. e., to causes 
which inspection could not forestall) has risen from 13 per 


Fic. 3.—How NOT TO COUPLE UP А Dynamo. 


cent. in the case of dynamos, and 7 per cent. in that of 
motors in 1901, to 17 and 13 per cent. respectively in 1902. 
Breakdowns vary in frequency according to the work 
performed by the machinery; for example, while the 
annual rates of breakdown among insured dynamos anil 
motors in general have been 1 in 12 and 1 in 8 respectively, 
the rate among machines working at collieries has been 1 iu 
3, and among coal-cutter motors 1 in 2. The actual 
results are very interesting, and are, therefore, reproduced 
below :— | | 
Analysis of the year’s breakdowns :— 


Dynamos. Motors. 
Accident ... acs . 17 per cent. 13 per cent. 
Dirt or neglect ... .. 25 " 18 h 
Deterioration... cee IR 26 " 
Bad workmanship or de- 
віра ... vs .. 15 6 e. 15 » 
Overloading га E :. j; e. 13 n 
Unascer:ained ... . 23 ji au 15 " 
100 160 
The parts which failed first :— | 
Dynamos, Motors. 
Armatures and rotors ... 68 per cent. 


54 per cent, 
Magnet coi's and stators 9 А 16 
Commutators and brash 


gear... Pes .. 12 i * aus 21 " 
Miscellaneous... ae H i we CO. us 
100 100 


Amongst other curious accidents the following may be 
of interest :—A wood-screw, attracted by the magnet poles 
of a two-pole dynamo, got between the pole-face and the 
armature, short-circuiting some of the conductors. A small 


` gerew-key was plucked out of the hand of а passer-by and 


damaged the armature of adynamo. A series-wound motor 
driving a centrifagal pump attained an excessive speed, and 
the armature conductors, flying out of the grooves, were 
jammed so tightly between the core and the poles that the 
armature had to be driven out in small pieces. A motor 
having broken down, it was found that the shaft was frac- 
tured owing toa V-groove having been cut in it to prevent the 
creeping of oil along the shaft ; it need hardly be pointed out 
that this is a totally wrong proceeding, as it is both ineffec- 
tive and injurious. Several breakdowns occurred through 
the armature spiders of motors being merely jammed tight 
against a shoulder by a nut on the spindle—no key 
being used. A case is recorded of the starting current of a 
2-H. P. motor on 110 volts rising to 105 amperes. Perhaps 
the most singular case of all is the following :—On starting 


have increased from 3:6 to 9°8, and verticals from 15:2 to а 2-н.г. motor, 34 years old, the attendant was, not 
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unnaturally, surprised to see that while the armature revolved 
as usual, the pulley remained stationary! On examination, 
he found that the armature spindle had been completely 
worn through by the brass lubricating ring, which was, 
nevertheless, in good condition and free from wear. The 
oil used was free from acid, and no further explanation was 
available. Figs. 1 and 2 on page 717 show this extra- 
ordinary break. Examples of accidental earths, incorrect 
connections, and damage by dirt, copper dust, coal dust 
and oil are common ; starting resistances are sometimes con- 
nected in parallel with the motors, and in the case of a 
compound-wound dynamo, the brush terminals were joined 
together, the shunt winding was connected to nothing but a 
glow lamp, and the ends of the series winding were coupled 
to the external circuit, as shown in fig. 3. No wonder,” 
says the Inspector, “ the dynamo failed to generate ! ” 

It seems that to insure one's dynamos and motors is a 
cheap and good way of having them kept in order ; for in 
numerous instances the Inspector not only located the causes 
of trouble, but personally rectified them and started the 
machines before he left the premises. The great value of 
such capable and intelligent inspection, not only to the 
owners, but also to the electrical industry, cannot be 
questioned, and we wish all success to the Engine, Boiler and 
Employers Liability Insurance Co., so ably served by Mr. 
Longridge. 


— M 
TESTS OF THE EDISON STORAGE BATTERY. 


FROM а report recently made by Mr. W. Hibbert on testa in 
England of the Edison storage battery, the following details 
and curves based on the data of the testa were recently pub- 
lished in the Electrical World and Engineer :— 

The standard automobile cell is of rectangular shape. It 
stands 13 in. high (over all), measures 5:1 x 3'5 in. hori- 
zontally, and weighs 17:8 lbs, It contains 14 positive and 
14-negative plates. Each plate is made of sheet steel, nickel- 
plated, punched with 18 rectangular holes, In each of these 


Fic. 1. 


holes is inserted a flat pouch or pocket containing the active 
material The walls of these pockets are perforated by 
exceedingly fine, short slots, through which the liquid can 
penetrate. Thus the current can easily pass to and from the 
active material contained in the pocket. 

Both positive and negative plates are alike, except in 
respect of the active material. The pockets in the negative 
plate contain finely-divided iron; those in the positive con- 
tain peroxide of nickel. The liquid is a 20 per cent. solu- 
tion of potash. This suffers no change during the action of 
the cell, except the loss of a small quantity of water, which 
is decomposed whilst the cell is being charged. A small 
quantity of electrolyte suffices, as it acts merely as an elec- 
trolytic conductor, and not as an active material in the 
ordinary sense. The plates may, therefore, be fixed. very 
near each other, for the narrow intervening space allows an 
adequate supply of potash solution. 

The proximity of the plates does not apparently involve 
danger of short-circuiting. The plates are thin, but, being 
made of steel, their rigidity is exceptionally good. Mechanical 
stability is farther assured by Шашлы rubbed separators, 
the whole forming a com mass, calculated to resist all 
the ordinary mechani ocks it is likely to undergo. 


The only special mechanical difficulty which seemed pro- 
bable was the chance that the gases evolved during a 
* charge " might eject some of the active material from the 
pockets. During the test, therefore, the pockets were 
watched carefully, especially during very heavy charges, but 
without any evidence of loss. 

The cell is sealed in its steel case. Two stout connecting 
pins (from the positive and negative plates respectively) come 
through liquid-tight bushings of vulcanised rubber. These 


pins are made slightly conical, as are also the connectors 
which fit on them, and the mechanical finish and easy grip 
of this terminal add to the value of the battery. On the 


top of the case there are also a spring stopper with rubber 
flange, covering the hole by which the electrolyte is intro- 
duced, or distilled water added from time to time; and a 
vent hole guarded by a gravity valve. This latter provides 
for the escape of the gas evolved during charge. The hole 
and valve are covered by a gauze nipple, which prevents 
escape of spray while allowing gas to pass. Acting on the 
principle of Sir. Humphrey Davy's safety lamp, the same 
gauze further prevents any chance of explosion should a 
flame be brought near to the exit. 

The E.M.F. is 1°33 volta. The internal resistance is 
0:0018 ohm. The output at 60 amperes is 210 watt-hours, 
or at the rate of 11:5 watt-hours per Ib. of cell. The dis- 
charging value at high rates of discharge rises to many times 
the normal, The cell suffers no appreciable polarisation, 
and, therefore, recovers its normal voltage almost instan- 
taneously when the current returns to an ordinary value. 

In the accompanying curves, fig. 1 shows the pressure 
during discharge. Each line corresponds to a constant cur- 
rent, the discharge rates varying from 30 to 200 amperes. 
This last is a high rate for a cell of this size, but the experi- 
ment proved that the cell could stand it without injury. It 
took the succeeding charge in an excellent way, and yielded 
the 30-ampere curve immediately afterwards. At 120 
amperes the output was 91 per cent. of the maximum. Even 
at 200 amperes, the quantity (ampere-hours) is 82 per cent. 
of the maximum. , . 

In fig. 2 are given the results of one out of many experi- 


ments, intended to test the flexibility of the cell. The 


standard cell was discharged, starting at 60 amperes. After 
a time (5 minutes) the current was suddenly increased to 
230 amperes. A little later the current was reduced again 
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to 60,.and во on, as shown by the curve. The cell yielded 
this great current for short intervals and recovered almost 
instantaneously. It does not appear to be injured in any 
way, and subsequent charging and discharging seemed to be 
quite normal. | 

An important point in traction cells is the rate at which 
they can be charged. Experiments on this point demon- 
strated that the Edison cell will absorb 70 to 75 per cent. of 
ita full charge in one hour. Fig. 3 shows the result of one 
-of these experiments. The cell was charged for one hour only, 
at the excessive rate of 175 amperes. It was then discharged 
and gave data for the curve. This shows that it absorbed 
and could deliver 124 ampere-hours out of the 175 put into 
it at this very great rate. 
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After three months’ work, with very many charges and 
discharges, the capacity of the cells remains the same as at 
the beginning. It has neither increased nor diminished. 
Examination of the plates after three months’ work does not 
indicate any signs of corrosion. The plates are as even in 
surface and as rigid in strength as at the beginning. 

The standard cell was sent to England from America гій 
Paris, and, therefore, underwent two trans-shipments, together 


with many loadings and unloadings, and journeys by rail and 


road. This long and varied journey was made in its ordinary 
working condition, the plates and fittings in the case fixed 
as in use, The only difference was that the cell travelled 
without the liquid, so that the plates were more or less ex- 
posed to air. 

On ite arrival, having in it no liquid except that which 
had trickled off the plates to the bottom, it was joined to a 
voltmeter, and gave 1:33 volts. The full quantity of elec- 
trolyte was then put in and the cell given a first charge and 
discharge. The output following this first charge was 174 
ampere-hours, a figure identical with that obtained after 
further treatments. 


———————— 


GAS-PIPE v. COPPER. 
By C. ALFRED SMITH, B.Sc., A. I. E. E. 


THE vast improvement made of recent years in the construc- 
tion of the gas engine, and the success with which units of 
at least 1,000 в.н.р. have been run, together with the 
advent of what is commonly called power gas," have fixed 
the attention of electrical engineers upon this method of 
generating electricity. | 

There is one aspect of the question, however, which seems 
to have been overlooked, although, it is true, a few 
months ago an admirable discussion (introduced by Prof. 
Burstall, M.A., M. I. C. E.), before the local section of the 
I. E. E. at Birmingham, set many thinking of its possi- 
bilities, It is the transmission of power gas in the place of 
electricity. 

Agreed that in the large cities there is a great demand 
for power in the form of electricity, power which mast be 
supplied in that form for traction and lighting purposes, it 
by no means follows that the methods of supplying that power 
now in vogue are the most economical. On the contrary, 
the author is of the opinion that in some cases, especially 
for a completely new scheme, such as that which must 
shortly replace the somewhat antiquated methods now in 
vogue in Birmingham, it would be worth while considering 
the generation of electricity in bulk by means of Mond gas 
and gas engines, But it is sometimes dangerous to take 
individual cases, local characteristics and enterprise vary 80 
much ; it may be of more value to assume that there is yet 
left a city with half a million inhabitants and covering a 
very large area, the population of which are engaged in 
manufacturing industries (i. e., a city with a good motor load) 
and to briefly consider the best present-day method of 
supplying this city with electricity. | 

Electrical engineers, as а body, fight shy of gas engines. 
The early failures of Belfast and other places still rankle in 
their minds, and seem ever present in their memories. The 
alluring reports from the Continent, even the gas engine 
makers’ guarantee that they can supply units of 2,500 B. H. P., 
which will run three-phase alternators in parallel, all fail to 
eradicate the prevailing impression that gas engines are not 
altogether reliable for central station use. Many who would 
trust them for driving continuous current generators in 


parallel would refuse the responsibility of selecting them. 


for three-phase work. But why use alternating currents on 
such a scheme? Is it certain that the usual practice of 
generating high-tension alternating currents and trans- 
mitting the same to sub-stations, there to be converted into 
direct current for traction and lighting purposes (e.g., as at 
Glasgow and Manchester) is the cheapest and best? Is it 
not, at any rate, simpler—and all other things being equal, 
simplicity will appeal to the engineer—to build a large 
central station at some convenient site for the generation of 
power gas (instead of electricity), to transmit that power gas 
through piping to sub-stations, and there to use it for driving 


gas engines of a reliable size—say up to 1,000 B.H.P.—for 
generating the continuous current needed? Instead of 
using the fairly expensive coal compulsory for the satis- 
factory working of steam boilers, and making steam for 
driving steam engines, which in turn drive alternators for 
generating electricity in a form which is not wanted for 
ordinary purposes, which electricity is sent some miles 
along very expensive and highly insulated copper cables to 
a complicated and again expensively equipped sub-station, 
where it is stepped down (with the accompanying losses) 
before it can be used with the rotary converter (in some sub- 
stations it is true the “stepping down” is omitted, by 
using motor-generators) which machine is again a source of 
loss in power, especially at light loads—why not use gas 
pipes and gas engines ? 

Comparisons have been ably drawn by Mr. Humphreys 
(Proceedings of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers) 
concerning the cost of running gas engines and steam 
engines for generating purposes, and most engineers 
who have studied these classical papers are convinced 
that, on the score of economy, the gas engine wins. 
* But," most of them say, With the generation of 
electricity in bulk, gas engines are impossible." Is it 
certain that what is required in bulk is electricity—is it not 
power? Electricity is essential for dis/ributiny purposes 
the transmission and the distribution of power must not 
be confused. : 

THE ALTERNATIVE SCHEME, 


Briefly, and in all humility for a theory which has never 
yet been proved in practice, the author advances the 
suggestion of an alternative method of generation and trans- 
mission of power. Instead of steam boilers and the steam 
engines, the usual three-phase н.т. alternators, &c., at the 
generating station, erect a large power gas station, with its 
accompanying ammonia recovery plant, its opportunities for 
the use of cheap “slack,” and its, comparatively speaking, 
negligible coal bill and generate power gas. The author 
has not the slightest interest—other than technical—in 
any of the methods of making power gas, and so leaves 
the selection of the particular method to the common- 
sense and judgment of the reader, but he believes the 
cheapest and most reliable to be the invention of Dr. 
Mond. In place of the expensive underground cables 
(for it is obvious that, if overhead transmission were per- 
missible in England, the comparison would be much more in 
favour of electrical transmission, although even then gas 
would not be out of the running) lay down a length of gas 
piping to carry to the sub-station, containing gas engines 
and continuous current geherators, sufficient power gas to 
meet the maximum load. Compressors would be needed to 
give the gas sufficient initial velocity, but the initial cost 
and the cost of running such compressors would be much 
less than is usually supposed to be the case. In fact, high 
compressions and high initial velocities do not pay if the gas 
is to be delivered at the “sub-station” at atmospheric 
pressure. Much might be said in favour of a scheme which 
would use power gas as compressed air is used in Paris, 
obtaining a certain amount of work out of the gas at the 
sub-station by virtue of its high pressure, and then using it, 
when it had expanded down to atmospheric pressure, in a 
gas engine. But, for the sake of simplicity, the author 
refrains from considering the complexities and the possibilities 
of such a scheme. Perhaps it might pay to deliver the gas 
at a greater pressure than atmospheric direct to the gas 
engine ; such points would stand discussion. For the present 
the following figures give the cost of a compressor working 
with a mechanical efficiency of 8, for transmitting 6,000 
B.H.P. for в distance of 5 miles, and assuming that the 
gas engine consumption per B. H. P.-hour is 70 cb. ft. In 
such a case the author has calculated that the diameter 
of the main necessary is 1 ft. 44 in., while the initial 
velocity of the gas is 55 ft. per second—quite a 
permissible velocity. The initial pressure required is 14 
atmospheres; for the final pressure to be atmospheric, 
this is, perhaps, not absolutely the most economical com- 
pression, but it may be taken as correct that for distances of 
three to five miles high compression does not pay, i.e., the 
increased cost of the piping due to low compression is less 
than the additional initial cost of working the compressor 
due to high compression. At 14 atmospheres the “ line 
efficiency is 95°9 per cent., and the 1. H. P, for compressor ів 


‘ 


720 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 58. No. 1,353, Остовив 30, 1903. 


257. Taking the cost of the compressor at £7 10s. per 
I.H.P., the, capital cost of such a machine is a little under 
£2,000. The next important capital cost to be determined 
is the cost of the main. For the pressure of 14 atmo- 
spheres a riveted steel pipe $ in. thick might be used. It 
will be seen, then, that if the price of.the piping be taken at 
£7 108. a ton, the cost of the piping will be *15d. x (diameter 
in feet) per foot run. Taking the cost of the metal at z £'s 
per foot run, in order to keep a formula which will allow 
for the fluctuation of the market, the piping will be 
£('02d.) z per foot run. Taking such a main, however, at 
£7 108. per ton of metal, the cost for a length of five 
miles and diameter 12 ft. = £5,444. If the metal cost 
£9 үег ton, the cost becomes £6,522. The cost of laying 
the main must, of course, be included in the estimate, and 
allowing for a trench with 1 ft. top and bottom and sides 
clearance of the pipe, for flanges, &c., then the area of 
trench is (d + 2)? sq. ft. A fair cost for such work ів 
ов. 9d. per cubic yard comple'e, which gives a cost of 
excavation for the above line five miles long at £1,504. 
So that the total cost of the excavation and main itself— 
metal at £7 10s. per ton, excavation at 2s. 9d. per cubic 
yard—becomes 26,948. The actual cost of the compressor, 
estimated previously, works out at £1,927, ко that the total 
capital cost for “line” equals £8,875. | 

It is difficult to come at such cost figures very exactly, 
bnt assuming that the piping costs £9 a-ton in place of 
£7 l0g,the *line" cost then totals up to £9,958. And 
since this is the capital cost" for a line for transmitting 
6,000 B. H. P., it must be acknowledged that this is very 
small For longer distances a greater compression is 
needed, and later the figures for & 20-mile transmission will 
ре given, The previous figures will no doubt be challenged ; 
however, the cost of running the compressor will, in all 
cases, be included, under the assumption that Mond gas can 
be manufactured at a little more than 1d. per 1,000 cb. ft. 
at the central station. And since the Sonth Staffordshire 
Mond Gas Co. guarantee to supply the gas to consumers at 
some distance from the generating station—zi.e., they will 
pay for the piping, and presumably obtain a profit, for 2d. 
per 1,000 cb. ft.—this manufacturing cost should be quite 
possible. | 

On the five-mile transmission, if the interest and depre- 
ciation on the line capital expenditure is taken at 10 per 
cent., then the annual line” cost, excluding the cost of 
working the compressor, is £887 5s. If we assume that the 
gas used for driving the compressor can be made at the 


central station for 1:074. per 1,000 cb. ft.—a figure arrived 


at on the basis of Mr. Humphreys' calculations in his papers 
previously alluded to—then, taking a 25 per cent. load factor 
on the 6,000 B. H. P., and the consumption of gas at 70 cb. ft. 
per B H.P.-hour, the cost of running the compressor is £179 
per annum. This gives a total line cost of £1,066 
per annum. In other words, gas which can be generated at 
the central station at a cost of 1:07d. per 1,000 cb. ft. can 
be delivered to the sub-station in sufficient quantity to supply 
6,000 B H.P. at 25 per cent. load factor, at this total of 
£1,066 per annum. 

Assuming the 25 per cent. load factor, there will be 
metered at the L.T. bus-bars of the gas engine sub-station 
about 8 million B.O.T. units per annum, allowing an 


efficiency of the generator (Е.Н.Р.) 
(B. H. P.) 


line cost works out at approximately ‘08d. per B. O. T. 
unit. The electrical efficiency of the generator is probably 
taken at too low a figure; but on the basis of the above 
calenlations the remarkably low figure, ‘03d. per unit, is 
obtained. 

The figure £7 108. above quoted should include cost of 
riveting and jointing of pipes. But even assuming a 
figure double this amount, and allowing for considerable 
leakage of gas from the pipes, the cost per unit can hardly 
exceed *05d. | 

On an electrical transmission scheme using underground 
cables, and 10,000 volts (sub-station end) three-phase trans- 
mission, the cost of the cables may be approximately 
calculated. For this class of work the current density 
worked at will be taken at 1,000 amperes per sq. in., which 
means a drop of 42:2 volta per mileon each wireof the three- 
phase line, or 211 volte on 5 miles. So that the generator 


of 8. Therefore, the 


voltage must be 1,000 + 4/3 (211) = 10,865 volte, 


which gives a- high “line” efficiency. 

In the case of the gas main the calculations for diameter, 
&c., were made for the máximum load to be supplied to the 
sub- station, i e., 6,000 В.Н P. Now it is fairly certain that 
the efficiencies of the traneformers and the rotaries will not 
be more than ‘8 (the efficiency assumed for the dynamos to 
which the gas engines were coupled in the gas 
engine sub-station scheme). And consequently the 
cables must be of sufficient size to deliver at least 
6,000 E. H.P. to the electrical eub-stations to obtain the 
same maximum load at the low-tension bus-bars, as in the 
previous cage. Therefore, the power per phase is 1,492 KW. 
ut 5,770 volts per phase to neutral points, if star connected, 
and the sectional area of copper for each phase (at a 
current density of 1,000 amperes per sq. in.) = ‘2585 sq. 
in. So that the total area of copper for three-phase 
= 7755 sq. in. if the power factor equals 1. Taking the 
power factor at 95, the area becomes = °8162 sq. in. 
Now, the copper for this latter sectional area weighs 
7°42 tons per mile. Assuming one cable in four spare—or, 
кау, а total sectional area of 1 sq. in.—tbe cost of such 
cable will be found to come out at about £7,000 per mile, or 
£35,000 for 5 miles. The cost of the ducts, trench work 
and laying will come to £1,400 per mile, or for five miles 
£7,000, making a grand total for cable when laid of 
£42,000. 

Taking the same interest and depreciation as on the gas- 
pipe line—v.e., 10 per cent.—we get the electrical * line” 
costs at 126d. per unit, as against ‘03d. to ‘Odd. for gas. 
Since the cost of running the compressor was included 
in the alternative scheme, the cost of generating the wasted 
units for the line losses in this one should be added to 
this £4,200 perannum. . Nor does that complete the case for 
gas tranemission—from a cost point of view. It has been 
pointed out by many competent authorities that the cost of 
running a gas engine station is far less than that of running 
a steam engine station. On the other hand, it has been 
pointed out—among others, by Mr. Earle—that beyond a 
certain point centralisation does not pay. The advantages 
of using these gas engine sub-stations include that of a lower 
wages bill, for under ordinary circumstances attendance is 
compulsory at the generating station for the prime movers, 
switchboard, &c., as well as at the electrical sub- stations. 
Under the new conditions the staff required at sub-stations 
would be less than the staff employed for sub-stations and 
central stations in prerent- day large schemes. The obvious 
fact that there would be a considerable demand for power 
gas for heating and metallurgical purposes has been left 
out of consideration in all the above calculations. Take 
this into account, and the “line” costa for the gas main 
compare even more favourably. 

There are few engineers who would hesitate to replace the 
large steam-driven units for gas engines if they could be 
convinced that the latter would run as sweetly as the forn.er 
at the larger horse-powers. And yet, from other results 
which tbe author has obtained, he ventures the opinion that, 
owing to the great saving in capital line costs and elec- 
trical machinery, as well as in attendance, it would pay to use 
this method of gas engine sub-stations rather than generate at 
a central station of, say, 50,000 I. H. P. with gas engine unita of 
5,000 І.н.р. (if the latter could do everything that the steam 
seta of the size cen do in the way of parallel running, &c.), 


and transmit electrically. The notion may be pooh-poohed 


by electrical experte—especially cable manufacturere—but 
the ardent electrical engineer, anxious to obtain the B.O.T. 
unit at the lowest possible cost, will, at least. carefully 
consider the problem. And in the long run it will be the 
electrical engineer who will gain by the increased demand for 
electricity wbich will follow a reduction in price. 


FAILURE OF ELECTRIC SUPPLY. 


[FROM A LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR. ] 


Every electric lighting company or local auttority 
authorised to supply current to consumers within a dis- 
trict is compelled to maintain the supply. without inter- 
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mission, subject to severe penalties. Perhaps tkere is no 
provision in the electric lighting Acts more important to 
undertakers than this. Its strict observance involves the 
employment of workmen at the central station day and 
night, the provision of a large stock of coal, of spare 
sets of generators and of machinery which is capable of 
suddenly coping with any increased demand which may be 
made upon it owing to the sudden approach of thick fogs in 
the district. In London, for instance, the day often opens 
up brightly with the result that but few lamps are used, and 


the engineer naturally allows some of his fires to remain 


damped down. A pea-sonp fog suddenly settles down, and 
every consumer turns on his light, with the result that a 
severe strain is put upon the machines which happen to be 
running. In these circumstances suppose there is a break- 
down, what is the consequence to the company? | 

The question leads us to the consideration of those pro- 
visions of the electric lighting Acts which compel under- 
takers to give a continuous supply. 

It is provided by Sec. 30 of the schedule to the Electric 
Lighting Clauses Act that (1) whenever the undertakers 
make default in supplying energy to any owner or occupier 
of premises to whom they may hand are required to supply 
energy under the special order, they shall be liable in respect 
of each default to а penalty not exceeding 40s. for each day 
on which the default occurs, 

Taken by itself, this clause imposes a very serious liability 
upon a company or local authority supplying electricity, for 
it would extend to every default which they might make. 
Even if the supply were cut off for a few minutes in the day, 
it might involve them in a claim for penalties. Its rigour, 
however, ав we shall presently see, is modified by a subsequent 
clause. ; 

In cases where the local authority are not themselves 
undertakers, severe penalties are inflicted if there is any 
failure to supply energy to public lamps. Sub-sec. (2) pro- 
vides that where the local authority are not the undertakers, 
and the undertakers make default in supplying energy to 
the public lamps to which they may be and are required to 
supply energy under the special order, the undertakers 
shall be liable in respect of each default to a penalty not 
exceeding 40s. for each lamp «vd for each day on which the 
default occurs. Sub-sec. (3) provides that whenever the 
undertakers make default in supplying energy in accord- 
ance with the terms of the Board of Trade regulations, they 
shall be liable to such penalties as are prescribed by the 
regulations in that behalf. 

The fourth sub-section is of the greatest interest. It 
runs: Provided that the penalties to be inflicted on the 
undertakers under this section shall in no case exceed in the 
aggregate in respect of any defaults not being wilful defaults 
on the pa1t of the undertakers, the sum of £50 for any one 
day, and provided also that in no case shall any penalty be 
inflicted in respect of any default if the Court are of opinion 
that the default was caused by inevitable accident or force 
majeure, or was of so slight or unimportant a character as 
not materially to affect the value of the supply.“ 

Nice questions sometimes arise as to what constitutes force 
majeure, which is sometimes described in legal documents 
as “the act of God or the King's enemies.” In a case 
which was heard in Dublin in 1899, it was proved that the 
supply of energy had broken down owing to certain defects 
in a cable which had not made themselves apparent 
for a considerable time. It was held that the company 
were excused on the ground of inevitable accident 
(Sun Insurance Co. v. Dublin Corporation, December 9th, 
1899). But the defence of force majeure or inevitable 
accident will not avail a company in every case. In Shad- 
dich v. London Electric Supply Corporation, in 1900, the 
keeper of certain licenced premises at Deptford summoned 
the defendant corporation for failure to supply electricity to 
his premises. The default was admitted, but the defence 
was force majeure, it being contended that the supply of 
electricity having become deficient owing to unavoidable 
causes, it became essential that some part of the district of 
the company should be cut off, and that Deptford was 
selected as causing the least public inconvenience. The 
full penalty of 403. was inflicted in each of the seven cases, 
with 20 guineas costs in the first case, and 2з. costs in each 
of the others. [t would seem, however, that where the 
company are taken by surprise, and asked to supply a number 


of consumers for whom they bave not made adequate arrange- 
mente, they will be leniently dealt with. Thus in the 
Marylebone Vestry v. Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., 
ELECTRICAL Review, January 5th, 1900, p. 13, the 
company were summoned by the vestry and guardians for 
making default in eupplying electrical energy to the work- 
house and vestry premises on certain days. The company 
admitted the default, and contended that the same was due 
to inevitable accident, caused by the great increase in the 
demand for electricity which had exceeded their expectations. 
The case was at first adjourned and eventually small fines 
were imposed. 

It would seem that if any negligence on the part of the 
company can be proved, it is futile for them to urge a plea 
of force majeure or inevitable accident. ‚ 

Thus the faulty laying of a cable which led to a break 
owing to subsidence ; defective insulation leading to short 
circuit ; carelessness at the central station which led to a 
stoppage of all the machinery ; none of these things could 
be pleaded in answer to a summons for failure to supply. 
On the other hand, the breakage of a cable owing to floods, 
the bursting of a boiler, or sudden stoppage of machinery 
owing to some undetected fault, would always be received as 
а complete answer to a charge of failing of supply. But it 
is essential, in the interest of the consumer, that the com- 
pany should take every precaution to secure that even when 
one set of engines breaks down another shall be ready to 
take its place. 


PRACTICAL EXAMPLES 
WITH THE CALCULATOR BOARD. 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


SERIES D.— Notes for Submarine Cable Staffs. 


(Continued from page 654.) 


[Owirg to the large number, and great diversity of examples 
obtainable from the O.B. electrical curve sheet, the writer feels 
constrained to hold over a certain number until the ELECTRICAL 
Куку C.B. articles re-appear in hand-book form, when those 
examples now omitted will be given in extenso Hence the present 
omission of Examples 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 15, and figs. 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 21 and 24.] 


Erample 8 :—Given batteries of 19, 38, 74, and 93 cells 
Leclancheé (1:485 v. per cell) Required equivalent in 
Fuller bichromate cells (2:00 v. per cell). 


Et Дур. 
Z'UUU v. 
Answer :—19 x 0743 = 14 bichromate cella. 
38 „ э = 28 » » 
74 „ „ = 55 » » 
93 „ „ = 69 » » 


Example 4:—Solation of 
ya 2m 
* n 

A/ n—1 


In the course of a test on a broken cable, solution was 
required of Schaefer expression :— 


K = 


Ordinate :—Scale for л, viz., G3. 
Abscissa :—Scale g,. 


Bring н.с. to 4:197 (i e, close under 4°20) on scale for 
ratio n, Viz., scale сз. 
1: С 
: . Vn 
To point where H. C. intersects curve .—,— —, 
n—1 


bring v.c., so that H.C., V.C., and curve intersect each other 
at a point common to the three. 


ae et a НИ 
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On scale 9, plainly indicated on curve-sheet as appertain- 
ing to above formula, read answer 1°49 = K (fig. 18). 


i 2 3 
Fra. 13. 


. Example 5: — Check accuracy of Example 4 by finding 


A n= A/ 4197 


value of 


“by operation of cursors. 


Ordinate :—Scale for n, viz., Gs. 
Abscissa :—Scale g, 
iBring н с. to 4:197 (in practice just under 4°20) on scale 


For ratio n, viz., scale c, (fig. 14). 


J 2 3 4 5 6 


Fic. 14. 


18 Ё 
‘To point where H. C. intersects curve V/ n, bring V.C. во 
137 


that H. C., v. C., and curve * n intersect at same point. 
On scale 9., at index of v. c., read answer 3°01. 


l3 5 


Just for the purposes of these notes, in order to afford 
proof of a suflicient degree of accuracy in the working of the 
cursors over the curve in question, let a check be made by 
calculation. 


1:3 oae 
Vn 


Rl == 


Ма — 1 


= page. no 4085... э. See no Ор, 
n= 4197 = 9.69994 + 1°8 = 947990 
= 30144, 
Eo ON EOS Б 


3°0144 — 1 2:0144 


Temperature Coefficients, 


The calculator board sheet bears a curve based on Messrs. 
Clark, Forde & Taylor’s determination of the true tempera- 
ture coefficient for copper. 

Given a difference in degrees Fahr. between any two 
temperatures, the action of the cursors indicates the figure 
by which the resistance in ohms of any given copper wire 
must be multiplied or divided, as the case may be, to correct 
а resistance from a lower to a higher, or from a higher to a 
lower temperature. 


490 
00 
Л Hc 
800 
700 
600 
C. F. Т, COPPER. 
200 300 400 
Fic. 20. 


Erample 11.— (Fig. 20.) 


The copper conductor of a certain cable gave 3, 125“ at 
35° F. | 
What would be equivalent resistance at 75° F. ? 
75 — 35 — 40? F. difference in temperature. 


Curve Sheet Scale Values for C.F.T. Copper. 


Ordinate :—G, 100 = 10? F. difference in temperature. 

Abscissa :—y, 100 = 0°01 (+ 1 = multiplying co- 
efficient). 

The curve for C.F.T. coefficient for copper has been plotted 
on во extended a scale—capable, that is, of so high a degree 
of accuracy, that, on the calculator board curve sheet, a 
difference of 20° F. brings the curve to the extreme limits 
of the board. | 

Higher up оп the curve sheet the curve is therefore con- 
tinued, and re-continued in a second, and a third linear 
continuation of the copper curve, the progressing hundreds 
and fifties being clearly marked at regular intervals along 
the curve, so as to form a continuation of abscissa scale g,. 


en g,, as above stated |... - 100 = 10100 
200 = 10200 
255 = 10255 
385 = 10385 
(Limit of actual scale g,) .. 460 = 10460 
(On second portion of curve) 755 = 10755 
(Oa third portion of curve) .. 950 = 1:0950 
( » н ” ) 1,050 = 11050 


To return, then, to Example 11, where it is a question of 
ascertaining the resistance at 75° F. of a conductor which 


gives 3,125" at 35° F. 


„ 
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Difference between the two temperatures being 40° F., 
bring Н.С. to 400 = 40° on omnibus scale G. 

To point where н.с. intereects curve for C. F. T. copper 
(in this case the third section of the curve) bring v.c, во 
that H.C., V.C. and curve, intersect each other at a common 

int. 

P At lower extremity of v.c. the maltiplying coefficient 
1.0147 is indicated, but the figures marked on the third 
portion of the copper curve intersected by н.с. show at a 
glance that the multiplying coefficient is not 1°0147, but 
10947. 

Then 3,125“ at 85° F. x 1:0947 = 8,421" at 75° F. 
this multiplying operation being quickly effected by slide- 
rol 


Using C.F.T. tables for copper, 
log log log 
8,125 :—8:49485 + 003933 = 3:53418 
= 93,421:2" at 75° F. | 
In а word, the curve sheet shows at à glance the multi- 


plier or divisor for any correction of copper resistances for 
temperatures, 


C.F.T. COPPER. 


Fic. 22. 


Етатрів 18.—(Еір. 22.) | 

The observed CR of а cable lying іп а ship’s tack was 
2,140°60 ohms. 

The CR of the same cable, by factory values at 75° F., 
was 2,167°687 ohms. 

Required to know the calculated temperature of the 
cable lying in the tank. 


By slide rule :— 2161 


2,1406 
Bring v.c. to 127 (= 1°0127) on scale 9, 

To point where v.c. intersects curve (this will be first 
section) for C. F. T. copper, bring H. C., so that v.C., H.C., and 
curve intersect at common point. 

Then at left extremity of н.с. read, on omnibus scale G,, 


pe- 1:0127. 


51. 
Seeing that on this scale 100 = 10°, 57 = 5'7 = differ- 
ence of temperature. 

Therefore the temperature of the cable in the tank is 75? 
— 57° = 69:3? F. 

Let us again check by logs and tables the accuracy of the 
calculator board, though, of course, this is done only for the 
satisfaction of the reader. 


logs 
CR at 75 = 2,167°687 3°33600 
Obsd. CR = 2,140°600 3°33054 


10127 = 0°00546 = 69°3° Е. 
(To be continued.) 


THE HARISON PATENT AUTOMATIC 
SIGNAL. 


Tua extensive developments which have taken place in tramway 
werk, since the advent of the trolley system, are naturally leading 
to a considerable proportion of single track being laid down in 
districts where the traffic does not justify a double track. For 
Working the trafüc on routes of this description, a system of auto- 
matic signalling is an absolute necessity, if schedule times are to be 
mainteined. Where stopping places are out of sight of each other, 
delays frequently occur through the over-running of the turnouts 
aod the meeting of two cars travelling in opposite directions on 


single lines. Fogs and breakdowns also delay traffic, owing to the 
uncertainty of procedure which prevails when cars do not meet at 
the appointed time and place. 


o AUTOMA, 


PATEN T. 


BBSRITISH INSULATED & HELSBY 


G CABLES L'^ PRESCOT [t] 
MAKERS. 


VIEW OF Saal WITH ARM 


SAND LID ЧМ POSITION 


VIEW OF SIGNAL WITH ARM AND 
LIO REMOVED SHEWING POSITION OF 
MECHANISM V/HEN ARM 15 AT DANCER 


8 c, Signal coils; a, Armature; r,Fixed pole-pieces; L Р, Locking 
plunger; s, Shield; L, Locking solenoid; р, Preference sole- 
noid; T B, Terminal board. 


РтАаВАм oF SHUNT System; DouBLE Line TUBE RAILWAY. 


DIAGRAM OF SHUNT SYSTEM; SINGLE LINE AND TURNOUTS. 


The Harison system is automatic and simple. It is arranged 
on the lock and block principle; only one car or train is 
allowed on the protected section at the same time. It also provides 
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for the contingency of two cars entering the protected section 
simultaneously from opposite ends, a most important feature, which 
has frequently been overlooked. The Harison signal is also 
specially designed for use on double-line tramways and tube 
railways, where cars and trains run in one direction only on the 
line, in fact, it can be adapted to zearly any conditions of working. 

The signals consist of miniature railway semaphores, with red and 
green spectacles, illuminated at night by incandescent lamps. 
The semaphore arm is weighted so as to return from the “line 
clear " position to “ danger" entirely by gravity, thus complying 
with the Board of Trade regulations. 

On & current being passed through the signal coils s c, the arma- 
ture A carrying the semaphore arm is attracted by the fixed-pole 
pieces, F, thereby lowering the arm to the safety or line clear 

ition. The arrangement for locking the arm at the danger 
position, and unlocking the same, is accomplished by two solenoids 
provided with & common plunger, L P. When current is passed 
through the front or locking solenoid L, the plunger is drawn into it 
and engages with the “shield” s on the shaft carrying the arm, 
thereby preventing it from lowering. When a current is allowed 
to pass through the rear or unlocking solenoid, the plunger is drawn 
back into it and disengages from the shield, and # е arm is left free 
to lower. The preference solenoid P is provided in one only of the 
two signals protecting a section. 

This is & device for preventing the preference signal from being 
locked, and comes into action when two cars are trying to enter the 
protected section at opposite ends at the same instant. It bas no 
effect if the preference signal is already locked. The mechanism 
of the signal proper is, therefore, extremely simple, there being 
no electrical contacts to wear, spark, or get out of order, 
$0 that the maintenance is practically nil. The whole of the working 

в are enclosed in a cast-iron watertight case, with a small door 
in the lid for inspection purposes. 

The installation can be carried either on the shunt or series 
system, both being applicable to double and single trolley lines, 
while the shunt is best suited to underground third rail lines. 

Diagrams of connections are shown for the shunt system arranged 
for (1) a single line and tarnoute ; (2) a double line tube railway. 
In the first case six overhead contacts are erected, shown at 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6; contacts 1 and 4 are arranged so that а car always 
stops underneath them while waiting on the turnout; the remain- 
‘ing contacts being placed so that there is no possibility of a car 
stopping underneath them. 
contact with 1, the circuit P, S; and La to earth is completed. If 
this line is clear 8; is lowered and s; is locked. The car then pro- 
ceeds to 2 where the circuit made is LI to earth, thereby 1 
в, behind it, the line being now blocked. 

When the car arrives at 3 the circuit v., U, to earth is made, and 
both signals are unlocked. The operations of 4, 5 and 6 contacts 
are identical with numbers 1, 2 and 3 respectively. It will be 
noted that 3 and 6 are provided with separate unlocking circuits 
which can never be alive at the eame time. 

The windings of the solenoids are so arranged that (1) if vi and 
тл are both energised ғ; remains unlocked; (2), if va and Li are both 
energised s, is unlocked; (3), if Us and r4 are both energised 8, re- 
mains locked; 4), if v, and L, are both energised s, is unlocked. 
Also if їл and L, are dead vi, va, Us; and v, are each of themselves 
capable of unlocking their respective signals. 

Bearing these facta in mind the following cases are taken to show 
the action of the signal: —(1) If car A reaches 1 before car B reaches 
4,8; is lowered and 82 locked, or vice versd. (2) If cars A and B 
arrive at 1 and 4 simultaneously, 8; is locked, but not 81, since the 
preference coil prevents it, car A thereby having the preference. (3) 
If cars a and B are waiting at 1 and 4 respectively, and a third car 
с is on the protected section, the signal at which it arrives will be 
unlocked, but not the one behind it. 

In the second case of the shunt system applied to double-line 
underground tube railways, suppose a block to comprise the distance 
between two stations, e g, А and B. A train arrives at station B 
and makes contact with B,, thereby establishing a circuit through 
S,to earth. The signal arm of s, (presumed to be unlocked) is 
lowered, and the train proceeds, allowing sz to return to danger. 
The train then reaches ву, causing current to flow through L, and v 
in the signal behind to earth. S is therefore locked and the last 
signal unlocked. 

The arrival of the train at station A” on a, contact, causes s; to 
lower if unlocked. The cycle of operations is then repeated at 41 
where 8; is locked and s, is unlocked, thus ensuring that no train 
can leave station “B” until a train on any portion of the line 
between B; and 41 has left station A" and locked signal 81. 

The attention of tube engineers is specially called to this very 
simple but reliable and safe arrangement of working, and also to the 
fact that the mechanism of the signal complies entirely with the 
Board of Trade regulations. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Oompiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвом & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


21,858. "Improvements in electrical switches.” J. А. К, McGnrecor and H, 
Wiis, October 12th. 

21,8660 The dome sparkirg plug." J. HEaLEv and О. Н. WHITE. October 
12th. 

21,575. "Improvements in trolley heads for electrically-diiven vehicles.” 
G. VakLEY, October 1?th. 


Sappose a car arrives at A and makes 


21,882. A new combination of motor and gearing for electric hoists and 
cranes.” W. L. Kina. October 12th. 

21.885. Improvements in or connected with the manufacture of electric 
lamps.” L.H. WALTER. October 12th. 

„21.888. Means for operating valves, cocks, taps, electric switches and the 

like at predetermined intervals.“ W. P. MILES. October 12th. 

21,909. “Improvements in and relating to electric arc lamps." G. M. LANE 
and Е. Н. Apams. October 12th. (Complete.) 

21,921. “Improvements in and relating to electrical fire a'arms." W. Knox. 
October 12th. 

21,980. ‘* Improvements in or relating to means for preventing the fusing and 


PARE of electric wires carrying electric lights.” M. McDERMOoTT. October 


21,963. "Improvements in wireless telegraphy.” J. H. Lex. October 12tb. 

21,972. "Improvements in dynamo-electric machinery." J. H. St. Ha 
MawDsLEYX. October 12th. 

91,980. "Improvements in and relating to electric arc lamps.“ R. HULSART 
and E. H. Apams. October 12th. (Complete.) 

21,988. * An improved trolley head for electric traction wires.“ J. J. CARTER. 
October 18th. 

21,984. Improve ments in starting switches for electric motors.“ T. E. 
Weaver. October 18th. : 

21.987. *'Improvements in clockwork electrical stopping and starting sppa- 
ratu." F. MircHELL. October 13th. 

21,996. “Improvements in electromotort starters." C. J. Casse and Н.Н. 
Casse. October 18th. | 

22,008. Improvements in multipolar electric generators and motors." T. L. 
Воүрем. October 13th. 


ao “ Ап improved electric heater or radiator." E. G. RivErs. October 
t ° 


2, 016. Electrical circuit-breaker." J. B. TANNAHILL. October 18th. 

22,058. '*Improvements in and relating to dynamo-electric machines." 
W. C. MARTIN, J. Lowson, and W. B. Sayers. October 18th. 

29,087. An apparatus for establishing electrical correspondence." L. DEs- 
PRADELS. October 18th. (Cc mplete.) 

22,090. “Improvements in the manufacture of electrodes and resistances.” 
G. Cornaro. October 13th. 

22,097. “ Improvements in or in connecticn with trolley or like current col- 
lectors for electric traction." A. B. UrHAM. October 13th. 

22,101. ‘‘Improvements in oircuit-breakers.“ T. E. DaNIELS, jun. (Date 
applied for under Patents Act, 1901, January 2nd, 1908, being date of &pplica- 
tion in United States.) October 18th. (Complete.) 

2, 181. Improved means applicable for use in transforming alternating 
currents" G. G. M. Нлнрхонлм. (L. Magrini, Italy.) October lith. 

22,182. ‘‘Improvements in electrical switching apparatus." J. R. Dick. 
October 14th. 

22,210. Rectifying transformer for alternating currents.“ 
October 15tb. 

22,216. Improvements in laying electric conductors.” A. E. TANNER and 
E. A. CLAREMONT. October 15th. | 

22,185. ‘Improvements in the manufacture of insulating material." J. B. 
ALEXANDER. October 14th. 

22,269. Improvements in or relating to brushes for electrical machines.” 
G. M. Gisson. October Lith. | 

22,987. ~“ Improvements in electric aro lamps." W. J. Davy. October 15th. 

22,291. Improvements in electric generating machines and motors for con- 
аро current." J. W. P. Scorr, J. Соонілх and E. S. MovLDEN. October 

th. 

2, 324. A new or improved machine for developing electro-motive force." 
J. H. Cox. October 16th. 

22,856. “Improvements in apparatus for use in the electro-deposition of 
metals.“ S. CUWPER-CoLEs. October 16th. 

22,865. ''Improvements in eleotro-magnets.“ W. Baxter, jun. (Date 
applied for under Patents, Act, 1901, November 21st, 1902, being date of 
application in United States.) October 161. (Complete.) 

22,971. “ Improvements in overhead trolleys or collectors for electric tram- 
way and railway vehicles." T. BLANEY. October 16tb. 

22,358. “Improvements in apparatus for enabling telephonic and telegraphic 
messages to be transmitted over the same line wire.“ F. W.HowonrH. (C. 
Turchi and E. Brune, Italy.) October 16th. (Complete.) 

22,423. ''Improvements relating to electric generators and motors." J. H. 
HINDLE. October 17th. 

22,482. “Improvements fn electrical ceiling fittings." С. M. Dorman and 
R. A. SMITH. October 17th. (Complete.) 

22,439. “ An improved electrical connection for electro-chemical apparatus.“ 
F. J. Токослхр and J. F. WAKELIN. October 17th. 


22,448. An improved apparatus for winding inductive and non-inductive 
coils.” W. H. WILSON. October 17th. 

22465. “Improvements in safety devices for alternating current electric 
distribution systems." THE British THuomson-Hovuston Co, LTD., R. C. 
CLiNkER, E, B. У/крмонк and J. WHITCHLE. October 17th. 

22,470. “Improvements in turnover or alternative switches for electrie cur- 
rents, especially tor lighting purposes." R. S. PiLcHER. October 17th. 

22,475. “ Ап improvement in collecting electric currents from armatures of 
unipolar dynamo-electrio machines.” F. E. ELMOHE. October 17th. 

22,486. '" Improvements in electrical range finders." H. S8norMxAKER, (Date 
applied for under Patents Act, 1901, January 10th, 1903, being date of applica- 
tion in United States.) October 17ih. (Complete.) 
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8,329. “Improvements in electric accumulators.” R. Trub & Co., Ltd. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, April 19th, 1803, being date of appli- 
cation in Switzerland.) Dated Aprit 11th. 

4,321. "Improvements in and relating to safety devices, applicable to electric 
cars and the like." M. Heinrich, E. Heinrich and R. Proeger. Dated April 9th. 

8,322. Improvements relating to motor-ampere-hour meters for various 
electric pressures.“ W. E. Evans. (Allgemeine Elektricitits Gesellschaft, 
Germany.) Dated April 9th. 

8,480. ~“ Improvements in electric heaters." J. E. Dube. Dated April Mth. 

8,497. “Improvements in and relating to electric dynamos and motors with 
alternating field." R. Ziegenberg. Dated April 14th. 

8,512. ‘Improvements in electric arc lamps." F. W. Gore. Dated April lith. 

8,584. “Improvements in or relating to clecttic signalling apparatus for rail- 
Ways.“ А. Oesterreicher aud L. Nemelka. Dated April loth. 

8,658. Improvements in and relating to electrical transformers.“ H. Loe- 
wenstein and H. Loewenstein. Dated April J6th. 

9,661. Improvements in systems of electrical signalling for railroads." 
C. Barber, Dated Apri! 16th, 
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NOVEMBER 6, 1908. 


No. 1,854. 


A STATISTICAL REVIEW OF ELECTRIC 
TRACTION. 


Mr. J. N. DuNLoP has served to the Tramways and Light. 
Railways Association a very palatable dish of figures. 
Aided by the lately-issued U.S.A. Census Report, and by 
other official papers relating to the tramways and railways 
of France and Germany, he has compiled a financial state- 
ment that is not in the least dry, and is enough to make any 
investor in electric traction undertakings refuse to sell on 
the highest rise. | 

Readers of this Journal have seen most of the figures. 
before, but in a scattered form, therefore without the same 
significance which they now bear to one another. 

The lessons to be learnt are the same that we have been 
taught, and have taught, for years. The conversion of 
tramways and light railways from steam, or cruder power, 
to electric driving invariably reduces operating expenses per 
mile run, increases the frequency of service, the number of 
passengers and the frequency of travelling, and increases the 
gross revenue sufficiently to pay fair to good interest оп 
old and new capital, although the fares are always reduced 
heavily. 

Emphasis is laid, again, on the oft-explained magnitude. 
of electric traction undertakings in America as compared. 
with Britain. Stated here in terms of the capitalisation of 


steam railways the figures are 33 per cent. for the U.S.A. 


and 6 per cent. for Great Britain. Since 1890 the track 
mileage of the U.S.A. has increased 1,627 per cent. (1902) ; 
while in Germany between 1896 and 1902 there has been 
an increase of 500 per cent.; but in France the progress 
has not been so promising. 

The Americans, with their enormous possibilities of 
expansion, have been throwing down rails and ties“ in 
their well-known breathless fashion for some years, and 
they have developed the “inter-urban” railway at an 
astonishing pace, perhaps in some cases a little too pre- 
cipitately. 

Averaging 18 of the largest American concerns the 
operating expenses are 60˙4 per cent. of the gross receipts, 
this figure including 8 per cent. for taxes. 

The following statement shows the relation of the various 
divisions to the total operating expenses of the whole of the 
street railway companies in the U.S.A. :— 


Maintenan-e of works and ways: 8:52 per cent. - 


и of equipment 1172 „ 
Operation of power . 16:20  ,, 
„ of cars. - 43988 „ 
Miscellaneous 1814 „ 

Wages, supplies, &c., incidental to elec- 
tricalservice ... swe m mec 047 
10C00 „ 


It is interesting as showing once more how relatively 
unimportant is the cost of power. 


Although the gross receipts per passenger in the States 
C 
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average 1:99d., the receipte per car-mile average only the 
same as in England, where the receipts per passenger do not 
reach 1:25d., proving that the density of population is not 
80 great. 

Germany ranks with us in the matter of receipts per 
passenger, these averaging 1:16d.. 

The development of electric traction in Germany has 
made the manufacturing crisis less acute than it might 
have been, and the following figures give the increases of 
1902 over 1901. 


Central power stations 106% Number of trailers . 603% 
Length of line 9:32, Capacity of generators .. 130% 
„ of single track 13:225 T of accumulators 117% 


Number of motor-cars 69:495 


These figures are particularly instructive as showing clearly 
how the track load factor is increasing. While the track 
itself has lengthened only 13 per cent., the number of cars 
using the track has increased 66 per cent. 
therefore, the earning power of the largest part of the capital 
is enormously strengthened. In the same way the capacity 
of the generating plant supplying this increased number of 
cars has itself risen by 18 per cent. only, so that it is 
reasonable to suppose that working costs have diminished 
with the better general load factor. 

The large street railway systems of America carry the 
population served from 80 to 160 times per annum ; while, 
when Glasgow's system comprised 45 miles of route, the 
population was carried 174 times per annum in 1902. 

While in England the average consumption of energy per 
car-mile is a little over 1 unit, the wholly different conditions 
in the States raise this figure to anything between 2] and 5 
units, This is accounted for readily by the general use of 
double-truck, heavy, single-decked cars, motored for high 
speed and high acceleration. The mean speed through urban 
districts is much in excess of our allowances, and in the 
country districts 40 to 50 miles per hour is usual practice, 
while the use of trailers, and of multiple unit trains of two 
or more cars, is common, and has the effect of raising the 
units per car-mile. 

Mr. Dunlop gives the average energy per ton-mile as 
between 80 and 170 watt-hour& Similar figures for Britain 
would be instructive, and might be expected to be favourable 
to the States, where rail-grooves are absent, or much wider 
than ours, and where with so much country track the railg 
will be clean. 

Turning to the electrification of railways, the author 
remarks with much truth that “it is not by reducing 
expenses that electric traction will be made advantageous to 
railways . .. ." Не does not endeavour to prove that con- 
version of main lines is economically possible, but he shows, 
by the method of quoting further statistics, that there is 
already a distinct tendency in that wider direction. 

Indeed, anyone who reads the American traction journals 
must feel that the development of interurban lines has gone 
far past the tramway, or even the light railway, stage. 

At any rate, іп the matter of distances, some of these 
rallways compare with our smaller main steam lines, 
Power is transmitted over several hundred miles in some 
instances, the permanent way. is constructed after the best 
American main line fashion, Pullman cars in regular traing 
are used, and speeds are as high as, and, in some instances, 
higher than steam line speeds, The main difference is that 
goods are not handled to any great extent, although, 


Every year, 


where they are touched, the electric rates cut the steam 
rates. 

Of course, the Valtellina and 'the Milan— Varese experi- 
ments are quoted, and an interesting comparative statement 
shows that, in point of weight, seating capacity, and speed, 
the direct current system has all the advantage. This is 
followed by another table comparing the cost of operating 
steam (8 trains per diem) and electric (28 trains per diem) 
trains both in England and Italy. A saving of 40 per cent. 
is shown for each country, but we do not know where Mr. 
Dunlop obtained the English costs. The table can be of 
little permanent. value. ! 

The average cost of urban electric railways is given as 
follows :—Berlin, £241,000 per mile; Paris, £281,630 per 
mile; and London, £608,490 per mile. That shows well 
enough with what difficulties the engineer who tries to im- 
prove London has to contend, and it must make the mouths 
of the shareholders water to think how enormous their divi- 
dends might be if the construction rate per mile were as low 
as in less crowded Continental cities, 

The paper ends with a comparison from actual working 
examples of the conduit and trolley systems, and very striking 
it is, We all know how enormous the L.C.C. have made the 
difference in constructional cost, but we see here that the 
operating expenses as well come out with heavy advantages 
on the side of the trolley. 

In Brussels the conduit lines cost "81254. per mile more 
than the trolley lines in the same city. 

In Paris (1902) the difference was °459d. 

The review is optimistic ; but, we believe, not unduly во. 
The only fault we have to find with it is that it is 
inclined to scrappiness, and is a little superficial in parts. 


UNDER the heading of Science Notes 
and the title of The History of a Great 
Invention,” the Daily News of Tuesday, 
October 27th, published an article upon the genesis and 
history up to the present time of Wireless Telegraphy. 
This article, despite noteworthy omissions, is so commend- 
able on the combined score of comprehensiveness and impar- 
tiality, that if space allowed we would reproduce it in full. 
In attributing the first idea of attempting the achievement of 
telegrapbic communication through the ether to Prof. Dol- 
bear, of the United States, the writer of the article does not, 
of course, go far enough back, but the work of that pro- 
fessor, and of other and well-known authorities and inventors 
in this field from Hertz, Edison, Oliver Lodge, Branly, 
Preece, Popoff, Marconi and de Forrest downward, is clearly 
and succinctly traced. The Lodge-Muirhead system, with 
ita beautiful self-restoring coherer, is specially noticed. 

In speaking of Signor Marconi’s ingenious adaptation and 
application to practical purposes of discoveries made by 
others, the Daily News, on the sttength, doubtless, of his 
own statement, as made in his one paper before the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers (in March, 1899), points 
out that the novelty claimed by him is the intro- 
duction of the vertical wire at one station, if not at both 
stations. Opinions upon the novelty and patentability of 
this device must, of necessity, differ, but the question may 
possibly be fought out and definitely determined in process 
of time. Е 

The article of our contemporary із of distinct 
educational advantage. It is on reading such articles that 


Wireless 
Telegraphy. 
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the lay world will realise as clearly as the scientific world 
generally has done throughout, the great number of eminent 
physicists and workers in all countries to whose aggregate 
inventions and labours is due the creation of so-called 
wireless telegraphy, and such progress as has hitherto been 
made with the new system as a practical science. 

The lay press may possibly now think it well to turn their 
attention to an investigation into the causes which have led 
to the seeming failure on the part of its sponsors to inaugu- 
rate their promised wireless service across the North 
Atlantic. Moreover, investors in this enterprise will, per- 
haps, decide, if they have not already decided, to press in 
the proper quarter for something more than the vague 
generalities and explanations farnished to them on the 
subject, through the medium mainly of erratic and irre- 


sponsible newspaper paragraphs. 


As mentioned briefly in our last issue, 
the City Council at its last meeting 
adopted a course with regard to the City Electrical Engineer 
which was thoroughly characteristic, and, to quote a 
local paper, ** not altogether creditable.” Instead of insist- 
ing upon a full and complete investigation into the circum- 
stances attending Mr. Metzger’s resignation, the only just 
and upright course open to it, the Council adopted a policy 
of silence, and accepted the report of the Electricity Com- 
mittee without word of discussion. Not only this, but it 
deleted from the record the statement that the reason for 
the engineer’s resignation was his “inability to work in 
unity with the deputy chairman,” the only shred of explana- 
tion which appeared in the report of the Committee. As 
to the personal qualities of Mr. Metzger, the chairman did 
him the tardy justice to admit that the engineer had carried 
out his duties earnestly and successfully, and no question 
has been raised from first to last as to bis professional 
ability ; the Corporation, in fact, i8 sacrificing its engineer 
in the hope of “saving its face" and avoiding a public 
inquiry, which, no doubt, would reflect no credit upon its 
members, although it would enable the engineer to obtain 
the justice which is the right of every British citizen. Oar 
sympathies are with Mr. Metzger, who, in our opinion, bas 
received scurvy treatment at the hands of the municipality, 
But what else could he expect in that quarter ? 


The Manchester 
Suppreasto Vert, 


Next Thursday the new session of the 
Institution wil commence; in anticipa- 
tion thereof we venture once more to draw 
attention to certain features of the proceedings in which, in 
our opinion — and we do not stand alone — important 
improvements might easily be effected, conducing to the 
efficiency of the discussions and increasing the output. 

First of all, the present practice of reading the minutes at 
the commencement of each ordinary meeting is superfluous, 
and entails a waste of valuable time. Only two hours are 
available for the whole of each day's proceedings; economy 
of time is, therefore, of the first importance. The minutes 
might be printed on the announcements of meetings, and 
taken ag read. | | 

For the same reason copies of the papers should be eent 
in advance to every member, at any rate in the London dis- 
trict, and it should be understood that the papers would not be 
read by their authors at the meetings. Those members who 
rise to say that they “ have not had time to read the paper, 
but would like to ask &., ought to be promptly suppressed 
by the chairman, as things are ; under the suggested régime, 
knowing that the papers would not be read in the meeting, 
perhaps they would find time to scan them in advance. 
The author might with advantage, in some cases, 
preface the discussion with a few introductory or 


The Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. 


explanatory remarks, but even these might generally 
be omitted, it being clearly understood that the paper 
is submitted to the Inslitulion, not to the meeting, 
and that the latter is merely concerned with the discussion 
of the points raised. Another and most weighty objection 
to the reading of the papers by their authors lies in the 
utter inability of many of the latter to read aloud. We 
admit, with pleasure, that there are exceptions; but the 


| above is the rule. 


Next, we venture to protest against the waste of time in 
butter. Let it suffice for the first speaker in the discussion 
to express the thanks of the members to the author for his 
paper—preferably, the chairman alone need pay this grace- 
ful tribute. Afterwards there is no need for every speaker to 
flatter the author before, perhaps, rending his paper to rags. 
The Institution is not a mutual admiration society, but a 
business association, and its business is electrical engineering, 
not dairy work. 

It seems useless to suggest, once more, that those who 
have nothing to say should say it, and refrain from wearying 
the meetings with long recitals relating to the days of their 
youth. We honour and respect the pioneers of the pro- 
fession, and we are ever ready to bear their views on 
technical subjects; but we live in the present, and 
reminiscences of things that happened more than 10 years 
ago are rarely of any value whatever to electrical engineers 
of to-day, whose art is ever-changing. Like Mra. Battle, 
we want “ ће rigour of the game." 

Our suggestions are put forward in the best interests of 
the Institution and of the profession, and we trust that they 
will be taken in that spirit. 

Lastly, we wish to remind our readers of the fact that the 
Institution has become the possessor of a building site in 
Westminster. Now is the time, before further steps are 
taken, to discuss the possibility of realising the proposal 
that the engineering societies shall join their forces and erect 
a central Engineering Institution. We may add that the four 
leading engineering organisations of the United States some 
time ago resolved to follow this course, and appointed a 


joint committee to carry it out. 


Some interesting experimenta on the ex- 
citement of phosphorescence in minerals 
j have been carried out by Kunz and Basker- 
ville in the United States. The radium employed in the experi- 
ments had a radio-activity of 300,000. Under its influence 
it wae found that some diamonds would phosphoresce, but 
others would not. The phosphorescent diamonds retained 
the property for some time after they had been removed from 
the influence of the radium. The mineral, Willemite (a 
silicate of zinc), exhibited both fluorescence and phospho- 
rescence, and Wollastonite showed a marvellous phospho- 
rescence; but Kunzite phosphoresced under the action of 


radium with greater brilliavcy than any other known sub- 
stance.  Kunzite is a new gem named after Dr. Kunz, and 
recently discovered in large crystals in California. It belongs 
to the felspar family, and is closely allied to spodumene. 
Phosphorescence is also excited in Kunzite by the Róntgen 
rays. A secondary radiation was excited in the Kunzite by 


Phosphorescence 
of Minerals 
by Radium. 


‘exposure to a stream of Róntgen rays for a few minutes. 


‘These secondary radiations were capable of affecting a pho- 
tographic plate through a sheet of thin paper. Kunz and 
Baskerville believe they have made a valuable discovery in 
connection with Willemite. By mixing radium with natural 
Willemite, pulverised to a powder, the activity of the former 
substance was multiplied a hundred-fold, and probably—for 
no instrument has been devised capable of measuring the 
increase of activity—a thousand-fold. That, at least, is the 
temporary effect of mixing the two substances; time alone 
will tell whether the increase will be permanent. It is pos- 
sible that there is in Willemite some substance, not yet 
identified, which stimulates the activity of the radiam. 
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A DETAIL IN CAR-BUILDING. 


In these hustling days of generalities, and of leaving details to 
held up for a moment 
by the description of some constructional detail which has a 


subordinater, it does one good to be 


vital bearing on the life of the completed article. As a 
detail it may have existed unnoticed by you since birth, but 
its importance may be quite out of proportion to its appear- 
ance, and may remain unappreciated until it either forces 
itself, or is dragged, into notice. 


‘As an instance we give a sectional drawing of the upper : 


and lower roofs of a monitor decked car, directing especial 
attention to the beading or moulding under the outer ends 


of the roof boards. If you will take the trouble to examine 


ow. 


S 
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Canvas covered. 


{ 


Moulding securing canvas. 


SECTION oF Boors or CAR. 


your own cars, you may find that this moulding, which holds 
the canvas roof covering in place, is not under and inside 
the drip formed by the projecting roof-board, but is ecrewed 
to the edge of the board. 

As shown in the figure, water has an uninterrupted 
over both roofs, whereas in the second case, it has the chance 
of finding ita way sooner or later between the edge of the 
roof-board and the moulding. This will result, inevitably, 
in the canvas rotting, whereupon that great enemy will 
penetrate to the heads of the pillars, and will work secret 
and grievous damage. Such damage, indeed, as, if not 
checked, will entail the rebuilding of the car. 

Such a little point as this is laughably obvious when 
mentioned, and we believe that it is not likely to have been 
overlooked by any English car-builder, but it may carry an 
application to many а manager, perhaps indirectly. It. may 
start them wondering whether there are any places on their 
cars where water has the slightest chance of lodging, whetber 
the cleaners are made to remove damp holding dust from all 
corners inside or outside, and whether age or bad tracks are 
beginning to open up jointe exposed to the weather. Really 
bad track begins to break up a car-body in а year, and the 
weather will assist dissolution at an ever-increasing rate. 
If, for some bad reason or another, it is impossible to renew 
the track, the ultimate loss should be kept as low as possible 
by stopping and filling, painting and varnishing, wherever 
a cracked skin or an opening joint is seen. 

The text on which this note is based, and the illustration, 
appeared in the Street Railway Journal for August 8th. 


BINGLE-PHASE MOTORS FOR TRACTION. 
By Dr. GIORGIO FINZI. 


THROUGH an evolution of unprecedented rapidity, the 
machives that generate electric currents, or that generate 
mechanical work out of them, have almost reached perfec- 
tion, while they more and more gravitate towards only one 


type of every claes. These classes are—leaving transformers 
out of consideration—on one side generators of continuous 
currents, which are used identically as continuous current 
motors; then we have machines for generating single or 
polyphase alternating currents ; lastly, there are induction 
or rotating field motors, whose function is the transforma- 
tion of polyphase (exceptionally of single-phase) alternating 
currents into mechanical work. 

Thos have the transmission and the distribution of energy 
found an extensive field; the transformation of alternate 
currents from я high to a low voltage, or vice t'ersá, and the 
beautiful simplicity of the induction motor, went far to 
allow of the economical use in industrial districts of buge 
powers brought by wire from distant places. When we 
think of the simple construction and of the high 
efficiencies of such machinery, we may almost conclude that 
the limite of their perfection are already reached. 

At the same time electric street railway traction has taken 
the place of the horse tramcar system, and has developed much 
beyond it, driving also the other mechanical traction systems 
quite out of competition ; this was because the aerial trolley 
with rail- return and with series continuous current motors at 
500 volts was found to easily supply a convenient amount of 
power for tbis use; another step was to perfect converters 
to transform the normal three-phase high voltage current 
of transmission plants into continuous current at about 
500 volts. 

Thus was the difficulty surmounted of the inherent 
incapacity of continuous currents to being generated and 
transformed at high tension. 

This same system does not become impossible even 
for long distances, but ita economy disappears, and for 


railways of greater importance a further difficulty is to be | 


faced in the great intensity of the currente through the 
trolley contact. This is our starting point in order to 
understand why a great movement has not yet been organ- 
ised to replace steam traction by electric traction ; for want 
of something better, that is to say, of a simple and a direct 
system, trains have been supplied with continuous current 
through a third rail and a shoe (these taking the place of 
the aerial trolley), and remarkable results have been attained 
from the lines thus equipped. The costly necessity of 
building at intervals of about 10 km., converting sub- stations 
for these lines, would disappear if means were found for 
directly feeding alternate currents into the trams at a pres- 
sure of some thousands of volts. Now, while polyphase in- 
duction motors are easy to build for high tension, they cannot 
well or economically work beyond narrow limite of speed; 
moreover, tbree conductors at least (or two if the rails are 
used for one) for the current present an almost prohibitive 
difficulty. This last statement may appear too sweeping if 
we think of the success of the Valtellina Railway ; but the 
fitness of a system for a given industrial object, far from 
being proved by the success of any single plant, requires the 
extending of its application after the initial experiments. 
Now, from this point of view, the three-phase traction 
rather appears a /our de force little inviting repetition. 

Single-phase iuduction motors are well left out of account. 
Desirable for the simplicity of current supply, they are 
deficient through all the range of speeds; only near to 
synchronous speed i8 their behaviour satisfactory at all, so 
that small industrial plante at a constant speed remain their 
only appropriate field. 

It is peculiar to traction cases in general to call for a clas 
of variable speed motors whose torque should always bea 
strong one, with a fair efficiency through the whole range of 
speede. Even the normal speed should not be a limit, as it 
is necessary to gain on time occasionally. Also a simplicity 
of machinery and of controlling action is called for from 
which stationary plants can often be exempted. 

No such qualities ure found in the induction motor, and 
among continuous current machines the shunt motor is only 
partially suitable. Only the series motor | approaches in 
flexibility the steam locomotive or the horse, Farther, we 
should remember that even the series motor is deficient 
in starting, as under the best conditions it would require 
a variable voltage supply; if the line furnishes, as it 
generally does, a constant voltage, we are bound to 
use resistances in starting; equipments with more than 
one motor only give a partial remedy, allowing the motors 
to be coupled first in series, then in parallel, 
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An ideal case for electric traction is thus represented 


by the series motor with a variable voltage supply ; now, a 
series motor is, a priori, a possible arrangement for alternate 
currents too ; and a variable voltage obtained by very simple 
means is a leading feature of alternate current. Moreover,such 
a system allows the use of one trolley line with the rail 
as return, and offers no objections whatever to a high voltage 
that can be transformed with apparatus that require no 
supervision. 

An incidental advantage is that we do away with the 
inconvenient electrolysis from the stray currents, the cause of 
disagreeable phenomena and of great expenditure in con- 
tinuous current practice. 

The electrical text-books, not excluding the most recent 
ones, bestow little or no attention on the series single-phase 
motor, or sweepingly condemn it on account of low power 
factor and sparking at the commutator ; this is repeating Mr. 
Steinmetz’s conclusions of 1896, which were the outcome of a 
necessarily incomplete theory, and of some unpromising 


_ experiments, As often happens, the statements of so eminent 


a scientist, though based upon the study of only one 
particular 4-H.P. motor, deterred many electricians from 
thinking and from designing series motors, as from a hope- 
less line of investigation. At that time another special 
motor seemed to me very well adapted for using alternate 
current. Ijallude to the continuous-current motor—marine 
type—a standard construction of the Briogchi Finzi Co., 
that served the needs of all accessory uses, on board the 
Italian men-of-war ; its characteristics are a laminated 
multipolar field core with longitudinally divided poles, a 
small air-gap апа low speed; lastly, a set of resistances 
connecting thearmature windings to the commutator segments. 
Our present single-phase traction motor is nothing more than 
the natural development of the same ideas, and of the same 
design. 

The longitudinal division of the poles, as often ruggested, 
and sometimes used for continnous-current dynamor, is fully 
as important as the laminating of the field, as it forms the 
simplest means to kill the reaction flax of the armature. 
Another less satisfactory system which was also known from 
coptinuous-current dynamcs, is to highly saturate the portion 
of the poles near the air-gap. This isattained in the Lamme 
single-phase motor through a number of holes in the poles, 
but only a portion of the iron remains, and hysteresis losses 
are higher. 

Another system is to place short-circuited windings in the 
poles (Steinmetz-Stanley-Lamme), or to use a symmetrically 
distributed field winding supplied from opposite points al. d 
short-circuited at 90° from the points of supply (Latour) ; 
these subsidiary means again dissipate some energy, and 
leakage prevents them from attaining their end completely. 
Though the transverse flux be done away with, a greater 
difficulty remains: the sparking due to the short-circuicing 
(under the brusbes) of the arm- ture sections as secondaries 
of a transformer under the influence of the alternate current- 
fed field poles. Our marine motor already carried the best 
remedy that we know of even to-day—the German silver 
resistances connecting the windings to the commutator enter 
each in its turn into the inconvenient short-circuit, so that 
the maximum current flowing is brought down to a much 
lower figure. With a design giving a low reactance voltage 
in the armatare rections, and with ап appropriate shape of 
the poles, this remedy allows good series motors to be 
designed for traction use, for frequencies of 15 to 20 and 
more, and for 100 to about 300 volts. 

I think it will be allowed that, -after our experiments, 


t he position that sweepingly condemns the series single-phase 


motor on account of its poor efficiency and power factor and 
ite destructive sparking at tbe commutator is no longer 
tenable. It is only a question of time to see a number of 
such motors working under the various conditions of practice. 
But ss the objections to the series motor have been lately 
(1903) collected more forcibly than ever before by M. 
Latour, with the object of contrasting its behaviour with that 
of а mixed-action motor devised by himself, let us see how 
far they provetrue. 

Here are the essential deficiencies of the reries motor, 
according to M. Latour :— 

The commutation is unsatisfactory at all speeds, 

The wattless current is always pretty bigh. 

The power is developed in that element of the machine to 


which a commutator is attached, making direct high- 
tension working impossible. 

The heating of the stator is different in different points. 

Now it is conceded by those who were present at the 
Milan triale, that commutation was satisfuctory at all speeds ; 
runs on the same conditions with continuous current on a 
G. E. 52-motor did not show a better behaviour at the brushes ; 
and our commutator did not require the smallest care through 
all our experiments. ` 

Moreover, it is a remarkable fact that such results have 
been attained with the simplest means, without having 
recourse to any roundabout devices; they are only due to 
adequate design, to suitable shape of the magnetic circuit, 
and to those resistances between windings and commutator 
which are not unprecedented in continuous current machines ; 
while these resistances are in the single-phase motor higher 
than usual, their presence does not appreciably lower the 
efficiency, because at a given moment the whole current 
either passes through two of them only or through two pairs 
of them. To have killed the transverse reaction simply 
through dividing the magnetic circuit—not through special 
windings or by short-circuiting the main stator winding in 
symmetrical points—does away with an obmic loss, and a 


. non-symmetric.l heating, which formed one of the reproaches 


of M. Latour to the series motor. 

As to the wattless current, this is no great question per se ; 
our power factor always reached pretty high values, so that 
no difficulty can be anticipated either abont the line or about 
the generators, | 

The curves of our motor are the best answer to this 
objection ; a motor that shows a power factor of 0°85 to 0°98 
through a range of speed and voltage of 550 to 1,400 
revolutions and of 80 to 160 volts with the torque necessary 
for the equipment used, cannot be condemned on account of 
the low power factor. 

The third objection would only be a strong one if com- 
parison were wanted with any other system that would 
readily lend itself to direct high voltage, and even then it is 
questionable indeed whether to have the high voltage in a 
traction motor instead of in a transformer be an advantage 
or a drawback; at any rate, it is interesting to note tbat 
when the high voltage central station geuerator itself is on 
many sides objected to on account of a lesser margin of 
safety, the same feeling is a fortiori justified when a motor 
is concerned, working under a tram on the road ; nay, I 
would go во far as to say that the best traction system is to 
allow with the simplest controlling gear the highest volt- 
age on the line together with a low-tension motor. 

Besides, a fact to be noted in this connection is that the 
first experimental line where the mixed action motors are on 
trial, for which the advantages of direct high voltage and of 
higher frequency have been claimed by M. Latour, is a 
25 ~ plant at 6,600 volts, while the motors are on tbe low- 
tension side with only 190 volts as a maximum. Such 
voltage and frequency are well -within the actual margin of 
our simple series motor. 

The mixed action motor for traction, according to Latour, 
has two brushes as a continuous-current motor, and another 


pair of brushes at 90? from the former ones, short-circuited 


as in a repulsion motor; only they are at 45? from the 
position they would occupy in & real repuleion motor of tbe 
usual kind. | 

This arrangement is to bring tbe power factor up to unity 
and to kill the sparking at the series brushes; on the other 
hand, it is admitted by Latour himeelf that commutation at 
the short-circuited pair is only good at synchronous speed, 
and that even in this motor a great number of commutator 
segments is a necessity. He suggests, too, to sever the con- 
nections between stator and rotor in starting; this is to 
sever the rotor from the high voltage of the line, making 
the motor work on the pure repulsion principle ; but the 
short-circuited brushes аге then to touch the commutator at 
45? in advance (or behind, according to the direction of 
running), compared with tbeir position at full speed and 
with the mixed action. 

Tbat good results can accrue from such a system is indeed 
probable ; but neither better economy in working nor greater 
ease in controlling can be anticipated in comparison with 
our simple series motor, not to mention the drawback of 
working on two different principles in starting and at speed, 
of having to moye or to lift, some of the brushes from a 
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distance, and of having a limiting speed beyond which the | 


sparking at the short-circuited brushes again begins to show 
itself. 

Another mixed action motor has been devised, at first by 
Arnold, and manufactured by the Wagner Electric Co.; now 
Schüler has given it the finishing touch. The Wagner motor 
has a stator with a single-phase distributed winding, and a 
repulsion rotor with a short-circuiting and brush-lifting 
automatic device tbat turns the system into a pure induction 
motor when the starting has been accomplished. 

The Scbüler motor runs on the same principle, but the 
repulsion and the induction, instead of being clearly defined, 
mutual cover each other from starting point to full 
speed, the only difference being in the moving part, which is 
&n ordinary rotary-converter rotor with a three-phase startin 
rheostat connected to the slip-rings, and short-circui 
brushes on the commutator side. Thus the commutator 
makes it a repulsion motor, less and less active from starting 
to full (synchronous) speed, aud the rheostat gives an induc- 
tion motor more and more active from rest to full speed. 

The Schüler motor is, after all, chiefly a good single- 
phase induction motor with a good starting torque, and for 
many uses it looks just what is wanted. Anotber question is 
whether it can be adapted in the first instance t^ the functions 
of a traction motor ; here the maximum synchronous speed, 
beyond which it cannot run, is more of а drawback, while the 
necessity of rotating the repulsion brush-holder 90? for revers- 
ing the movement is not a welcome addition to difficulties of 
controlling, and to the three-phase rheostat, which has been 
an undesirable feature of three-phage traction. Its only advan- 
tage remains that its stator can be wound and used for direct 
high voltage, but controlling either on the high tension or 
on the repulsion brushes does not better the starting conditions, 
as the voltage control does on our series motor. All these 
characteristics would, of course, lower the economy in starting. 

Summing up, the series single-phase motor at a constant 
voltage automatically regulates its speed according to the load 
put on, the speed at high loads being inversely proportional 
to the load; it allows a voltage control without losses, and 
the widest speed limite. As against these advantages, it 


cannot use high voltage directly, and it is for the present 


bound to comparatively low frequency; but the voltage 
controller can be combined witb the transformer, and the 
other feature is only an obstacle when the use for traction of 
ordinary light and power plants is considered. 

The Latour motor bears a high voltage at speed, but not 
in starting unless it be used as a repuleion motor, thus 
losing some desirable qualities of the series motor; voltage 
control in starting would, anyhow, call for rheostats or trans- 
formers, so that direct high voltage is more illusory than 
would at first appear. Moreover, the high voltage would 
appear at the series brushes, also beyond synchronous speed ; 
while as a repulsion motor it would develop no torque. 
Again, the frequency used by Latour is not particularly 
high (25 ~). 


Lastly, the Schüler motor bears high voltage, and is made 


for high frequency (50 ~). But the voltage control in 
starting is again deficient, and requires complications in 
practice ; again, the highest speed bas the rame limit as an 
induction motor would have. 

The significance of the single-phase series motor for street 
railways and for railway work cannot be measured definitely 
in general for want of suitable data; traction problems are 
apt to vary so much from case to case and their treatment 
is во complex, that we must expect this question to lose only 
slowly the vague outline it shows at the present time. But 
plans for the electrification of individual lines have been de- 
scribed where the elementa of steam traction have been as 
carefully compared with those of electric traction as at all 
possible, the result being often favourable to electric enter- 
prise, notwithstanding the unmistakable deficiencies both of 
continuous current and of three-phase current, when all con- 
ditions are duly taken into account. 

The preceding discussion and the resulta of our experi- 
ments have shown that those deficiencies are not to be found 
in the single-phase system. Now, in & multitude of cases 
such a step in the direction of better service and economy is 
all that is wanted in order to make electric traction to 
assert itself as the successful competitor with the steam 
system. 

(To be concluded.) 


DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


(Continued from page 697.) 


u ANGOLD " Аво LAMPS. 


Tue General Electric Co., Ltd., have issued а new. catalogue, giving 
prices and particulars of the Angold arc lamps and accessories. 
This list comprises tbe whole range of aro lamps as sold by the 
company, together with all necessary accessories. Amongst the 
many improvements made in the Angold " lamp since it was first 
put on the market, special attention is directed to the single carbon 
type. Many makers have lately diecarded the use of rubber pads 
for brakes and clutches of their lampes, but the GE. Co. have 
decided to adhere to the principle of the rubber brake, and have 
patented an arrangement for compensating the wear of the rubber 
and at the same time getting an absolutely oonstant feed. To do 
this a brake drum is employed which carries a band with rubber 
pads, one end of which is attached to a pulley controlled by a 
spiral spring in tension and the other hooked on to the rocking 
frame controlled by the two cores. The tension of the spring takes 
up any slack of the band as well any slack caused by the wear of 
the rubber pads, and this keeps the brake in action. This type of 
lamp has a good working action, and the working parts are made 
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“ ANGOLD" ENCLOSED DOUBULE-ABRC LAMP. 


аз lightly as possible, which ensures steady working with minimum 
of line resistance. Owing to the improvement made in the dash- 
pot action, the makers claim to get a steady strike with as little as 
7% per cent. loss in line resistance. The carbon holders are on the 
ball and socket principle, eo that they can be brought into line and 
afterwards clamped up, when they remain a fixture. This type of 
lamp can aleo be supplied for reflection purposes, the only differ- 
ence iu the design being that the poles are reversed, so that the 
bottom carbon becomes the tive, thus throwing most of the 
light upwards. The mec m is above the arc, and does not, 
therefore, get clogged with carbon dust. The possibility of short- 
circuits is also done away with. 

Some small pattern enclosed-type lamps are listed such as are 
widely used for shop lighting purposes. Tney are eaid to burn well in 
series, and give a minimum carbon deposit on the inner globe. The 
line resistance, which is supplied fixed inside the lamps, does not 
require adjusting. The over-all length of the lamps is only 2 ft. 

Up to a short time ago, the G.E. Co. had been supplying these 
lamps of the open type only, but in the list now before us we find 
pe of the new pattern Angold " enclosed-type, double-arc lamp. 

his lamp, which we illustrate, is specially designed to meet the 
demand for a more efficient method of lighting from a single point 
when the circuit is from 200 to 250 volts. Each lamp has two arcs 
in the one globe, which burn in series; the same current gives 
double the amount of light without consuming more energy in the 
line resistance than is required to keep the lamp steady. Shunt 
coils are dispensed with by the use of special apparatus for striking 
and keeping the arcs of even length. This same apparatus also 
ensures that one carbon cannot be gripped before the other, and 
when once the carbons are clutched, they are moved up and down 
at the same rate. со 
, Another itemilisted isa new and improved aro lamp for photo- 
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process work, for which it is claimed that the light is constant, and 
the correct exposure of negatives and prints can be gauged exaotly. 
To this lamp can be fixed, if desired, a specially designed stand 
on which printing frames can be supported. The total capacity of 
this stand is 16 whole-plate printing frames, and they can be ranged 
any distance from the arc, and at any required height or angle. The 
supports of the lamp are insulated so that the stand can be used 
without any possibility of a shock. 

In this list are also given particulars of the Angold" automatic 
suspension gear and contact device. This gear has been used with 
great success by several borough councils and municipal bodies, and 
is especially constructed for automatically holding the lamp when 
suspended, and taking the strain off the steel wire. The crown of 
the lamp has an insulated plug mounted on it, which is provided 
with two spring-controlled catches. The normal tion is 
horizontal. Whenthe lamp is drawn up by the winch inside tbe 
posts, these catches first strike against the bell mouth of the socket, 
and are depressed inside the plug until the first increased diameter 
inside the socket is reached, when they open out and support the 
weight of the lamp on the ledge. This relieves the suspension wire 
of all strain. When it is required to lower the lamp, it is first 
pulled a little higher until the catches reach the second increased 
diameter of the socket ; here they open out horizontally, and when 
the winch is released the weight of the lamp is thrown on to the 
suspension wire, and it can be wound down to the required position 
for trimming, &. 

It is hardly necessary to mention that the G.E. Oo. makes carbons 
for these lamps at Witton. 


LAMP-TESTING WATTMETEB. 


In fig. 1 we illustrate Messrs. Everett, Edgcumbe & Co.’s new 
lamp testing wattmeter, which shows at & glance the actual watts 
consumed by a lamp. This firm's lamp-testing ammeter being well 
known, no special description of the wattmeter is required. It is 
only necessary to insert the adaptor in any fitting, when on p 
a lamp in the holder of the instrument, it will light up and the 
pointer will indicate the power consumed. Being a true watt- 
meter, all variations in the voltage of supply are accurately taken 
into account (which was, of course, not the case with the lamp- 
testing ammeter). The instrument is accurate with a direct or 
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Fic. 1.—Nzw ImsurLATION Tasting Sar. 


alternating current of any frequency, aud, moreover, can be used to 
measure the power consumed by any other apparatus, such as emall 
fan-motors, for example. The range which is fonnd to be most 
generally useful, is from 0—130 watts, but any other range can be 
supplied if required. 


A New IxsuLATION Tesrina SET. 


The accompanying illustration shows the new obmmeter and 
generator of Mesra. Everett, Edgcumbe & Co. The chief 
advantages claimed for this set are that it is direct-reading, has an 
extremely open scale (about 12 in. long) so that accurate readings 
are possible throughout the entire range, the indications are 
independent of the testing voltage, and are unaffected by the 
strongest magnetic fields, so that it can be used close to dynamos or 
motors; further, it is compact and light. The set works on the 
Wheatstone bridge principle, but is so constructed that the 
insulation is read off directly on the dial, no plugs or switches being 
employed. 

Hor ordinary insulation testing, the set can be used to read from 
10,000 ohms to 20 or 50 megohms, while for mains testing an 
additional range can be added, so that measurements up to, say, 
200 megohms can be made. For the latter purpose, the set is very 
handy, as the ordinary generator can be used with it instead of 
a cumbersome and messy portable battery; moreover, extreme 
accuracy is attainable, and no calculation is necessary, to say nothing 
of the fact that there are no plugs to get lost, or magnets to be 
adjusted. 

Во successful has been the insulation set, that Messrs. Everett, 
Edgcumbe & Co. have adapted it to copper resistance measure- 
ments; in fact, a complete set can be obtained 84 x 64 x 6 in., by 
means of which resistances of from one-tenth of an ohm up to 200 
megohms can be measured without any alteration of connections, or, 
in fact, any manipalation whatever. Either a generator or a 
battery can be used with this set, or, of course, current from the 
supply mains. For the copper resistances, а few Leclanché cells 
are all that are required. 


LUNDBERG’S ACCESSORIES. 


Mr. A. P. Lundberg, of Pioneer Electrical Works, Liverpool 
Road, N., in his new catalogue of electric light accessories, includes 
a number of interesting novelties, a few of which we select for 


Еа. 3.—LockRD COVER FoR SWITCHES. 


description. Fig. 3 shows a patent locked cover which is adaptable 
to “ Pivot ” and “Century " switches. It forms a neat and effective 
method of locking covers of these switches to their bases to prevent 
unauthorised persons from removing same and tampering with the 


Fic. 2.—LAMEP-TESTING WATTMETEB. == 


working parte The principle can be applied either to fluted or 
to plain polished brass covers or plain porcelain covers. Figs. 4 
and 5 illustrate the Oapetan step-by-step switch, as supplied 
tothe London Connty Council for asylum installations for series 
parallel circuits, Both lamp circuits are quite dead when the 
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Fig. 4.—CapsTan STEP-BY-STEP SWITCH. 


switch is in the “off” position; efficient rubbing spring contacta are 
provided. In turning the thumb key to the right, the switch is 
locked in each of the various “on” positions successively —(1) 
series, (2) parallel, by means of an escapement ratchet wheel and 

awlacting against the controlling spring. A movement of the 

ey to the left releases the contact plate from (2) position into (1) 
again, a further movement breaking the circuit. The controlling 
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spring tends to hold the contact arm in.the “ off” position, so that 
quick movements are obtained when thumb key is turned to the 
left. The principle of the switcb could no doubt be employed to 
meet several requiremeots—eg (л) For controlling lamps in an 


` 
Fic. 5.— DiaonAM OF CONNECTIONS SHOWING CAPSTAN SWITCH 
IN THE “Orr” PosiItIon.” 


electrolief from one upwards; (b) as a regulating switch adding 
resistance at each step, and vice versá ; (c) as a two-way switch with 
“ off " position between the two ways. 

The diagram shows the switch in its off position; a 30° move- 
ment of the thumb key to the right brings the lamps into series with 
each other, c and D being bridged by the сговв-ріесе G, a and B by 


: Fic. . 
` * SIMPLEX ” Door CONTACT. 


IMPULSE Two-way SWITCH. 


segment piece H, Band F by segment piece 1. A further 30° move- 
ment to the right brings the lamps into parallel with each other, 
A, B and С, D, B and > being bridged by the segment pieces н and 1 
respectively. Тһе сговв-ріесе a forms no part of the circuit in this 
position. The switch allows a double-break action when passing 
from parallel to series, and a quadruple break when passing from 
series to “ off.” 

The “ Pivot” switches, single-way and two-way, for flash work 
are fitted (with small base) in a brass box 
asbestos lined and ebonite bushed and a 
number of these are illustrated in the list. 

The “Simplex” door contact for lavatory 
lighting, &c., shown in section in fig. 6, is now 
made in porcelain as well as fibre. The 
terminals are well. shielded; the circuit is 
completed when the plunger is pushed home. 

In fig. 7 we illustrate the Impulse" two- 
way switch; which has been designed specially 
for two-way wiring for corridors, staircases, &. 
No current passes through the movable centre, 
and the action is claimed to be very rapid and 
effectual; it affords a quick double-break fromm 
each way, independent of operator. Effective Г | | 
s pring contact jaws are fitted. 55 


"SuNLITE " REFLECTORS. 


The special angles of the reflecting sur- 
faces of the Sunlite Patent Registered 
Reflector have been determined upon after 
much thought and experiment, i and are 
calculated upon scientific lines to give the 
utmost possible radiation, diffusion, and con- 
centration, with minimum consumption of 
electricity. 

At present the reflector is made in three 
sizes, the smallest presenting when made in 
any length, practically a thin line of light of 
great power and brilliancy. One of its great 
features is its great adaptability for any, con- 
ceivable position where reflected light is re- 
quired. ‘The angle principle referred to, 
combined with the Suu concealed method of 
wiring, applies equally well for one light as 
for a hundred in one continuous stretch. The system was intro- 
duced a few months ago, and for picture, lighting it has been 
especially successful. 


NLITE' REFLECTORS 


An illustrated list just issued by the Sun Electrical Co., of Charing 
Cross Road, W.O., shows a few of the various ways in which it can 
be used. It has been supplied for concealed inside shop window 
lighting, cornice and ceiling work, outside bracket reflectors, facia 
lighting, &0. The makers use standard articles such as are in 
everyday use, in the way of lampholders and lamps, so that when 
lamps break, replacement can be easily made. 

The '*Sunlite" reflector is lined with a special heat-resisting mirror 
plate. It is kept in position by nickelled beading, not cemented as in 
the usual practice, thu :avoiding the necessity of wasting time in clean- 
ing, which hasto be done in the case of metal reflectors By the small 
recess which is fix sd on one of the outer sides of the reflector, and by 
making the front section of each division detachable, the wiring is 
easily effected, and there is no danger of damage to exposed wires. 


e Sone Naw FITTINGS. 


The ErEcrRicaL FirriNGS Co., of 38, Conduit Street, W., bave 
laid down a special plaut st their Birmingham works for the more 
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THE E.F.Co.’s New FirTiNGS. 


economical manufacture of their artistic electric light fittings, A 
supplementary catalogue has lately been issued showing a few of 
the latest desigas they have brought out, and we have selected the 
accompanying three as giving a good idea of the whole. Their 
showroom contains an extensive exhibition of different styles of 
fittings. Those which we illustrate are supplied either in polished 
brass, oxidised copper or silver. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 


the views which he may express.) 


“Works DEPARTMENT " weites: — In опе or two numbers of your 
valuable paper you published the result of an action (legal), entered 
by a supply company, whom I will term A, to prohibit another 
supply company ‘B,’ from sapplying current to a consumer C, 
whose premises were situated within the area granted to'A, 
although the cables entered the premises at & place within the area 
of ‘B? Will you kindly send me the numbers containing this 


„We do not at the moment recall the case to which our corre- 
ee refers. 16 is clear, however, that it is illegal for an 
electric supply company to supply energy to consumers oataide its 
area. Thus by Sec. 4 of the Schedule to the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899, it is provided that the undertakers shall not at 
any time after the commencement of the special order, supply 
energy, or erect, or lay down any electric lines or works beyond the 
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area of supply otherwise than under the authority of Parliament, 
or under a licence granted by the Board of Trade under the 
principal Act. If this section is contravened, the Board of Trade 
may revoke the special order on such terms as they think just. So 
far as we are aware, no case under this section has arisen in connection 
with the supply of electricity, but our correspondent may derive assiet- 
ance from the case of the Gas Light and Coke Co, v. South 
Metropolitan Gas Co., 62 L T. 126, which was decided in connection 
with the supply of eas By Sec 6 of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, 
the limits of each gas company then supplying the metropolis were 
defined, and in the result each company enjoyed a practical 


‘monopoly in its own district. One company, at the requestof a 


railway company, placed a meter on a part of a railway station 
lying within the company's limite, and tbrough it supplied gas to 
other parts of the premises situated outside the company's limits 
and within the limits of another company. The Court of Appeal 
held this to be Jawful, on the ground that the sale and delivery of 
the gas took place at the meter; but the House of Lords reversed 
tbis V eus 1 ud the gas was supplied where it was con- 
sumed, an erefore that the company was transgressiny its 
aathorised limita. теа J 

Inasmuch as the law relating to electricity is founded on the 
law relating to the supply of gas, this decision is of the greatest im- 
portance to electrical supply companies. 


LEGAL. 


GREENHOUSE v. SOUTH LANCASHIRE ELECTRIC TRACTION AND 

Power Co., Lro. 
In the Lancashire Chancery Court last week plaintiff made a 
motion against the defendant company and the trustee of a deben- 
tore trust deed, for an injanction to restrain the defendants or any 
of their officers or servants or agents from acting проп, carrying out, 
or giving effect to, extraordinary resolutions purporting to have 
been at a meeting of the debenture stock-holders of the 
defendant company, held on October 7th last, and from treating 
the resolutions as having been validly carried. Mr. Grant, who 
appeared for the plaintiff, a debenture-holder in the defendent 
company, said the company proposed to create £600,000 mortgage 
debentures and place them in front of the present mortgage deben- 
tures, and the question was whether a majority of the debenture- 
holders could carry that against a minority, the effect being to make 
the first debenture-holders second debenture-holders. The Vice- 
Chancellor directed that the question in dispute should be tried on 
November 16th next. Mr. Hughes, K.C., for the company, stated 
that 80 per cent. in value of the debenture-holders were in favour 
of the proposal. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Central Station Battery. 


On reading the letter in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of the 
30th ult, I can quite understand why the writer hides 
bebind a pseudonym, also why he chooses the word “ Elec- 
trolyte —it is a most suitable name judging by the contents 
of his letter. 

I have read the first two paragraphs of this letter over 
and over again, and I must be very dense, as I quite fail to 
ree anything in them. Ів it something funny? Again, 
why does the writer pride himself so unjustly upon being 
such an “observant reader," because he sees in the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW :— 

1. What nobody who reads that paper ever misses. 

2. What was public property before the appearance of the 
Review of September 18th. 

3. Last, but not least, what was and is inserted on every 
advertisement and pamphlet relating to my cell recorder, i. e., 
* Abraham's patent cell recorder." 

Nobody who was blessed with ordinary intelligence would, 
to quote the words оѓ Electrolyte”: On reading his 
article, at once jump to the conclusion that they had only to 
buy one of his patent cell recorders . . . . and the battery 
would require no further attention." I am sorry Elec- 
trolyte" has taken my article in this way. I wish he hed 
read this as carefully as I have read the aforementioned 
first two paragraphs of his somewhat wandering letter! No 
wonder “ Electrolyte” “is afraid that Mr. Abraham’s 
article is calculated to do much more harm than good.” 

Let me remind “ Electrolyte” that one object of my cell 
tester ів to save time and labour. “Electrolyte” should 
arm himself with pencil, note book and voltmeter, and 
carefully take and write down the volts of a (say) 280 cell 


battery every week, perhaps at 3 a.m. on a cold winter 


morning, and he would then welcome my cell recorder, and 
say kinder things about it. | 

I must contradict ** Electrolyte” when he says :—“ That 
it is usual to take volt readings on the weekly overcharge 
day." This is not the case, and, moreover, the volts of a 
batiery should never be taken at the end of the weekly over- 
charge, but at the end of an ordinary charge, for obvious 
reasons. For this reason, as I before stated, my cell 
recorder will save not only time but current, which would 
otherwise go to waste. 

Towards the end of his remarkable epistle ** Electrolyte ” 
falls considerably “below the tops of the plates,” so to 
speak, by the following statement :—'* The way, however, to 
keep a battery iu order is to do what Mr. Abraham evidently 
во contemptuously ignores. He saysin his article that cells 
are * just looked at to make sure they are gassing.’ This, one 
might say, is the whole secret of the business, &c." 

Now, what I really said in my article was: © In too many 
cases are the volts of a battery taken here and there and ‘the 
other just looked at to make sure they are gassing,” which is 
quite a different thing. However, that does not matter very 
much so long ав | assure “ Electrolyte” (whoever he may 
be) that often a defective cell—that is to say, a cell which 
needs attention—will, under certain conditions, gas equally 
with its healthy brethren ; and that cells ** just looked at to 
make sure they are gassing," and nothing else, will come to 
an untimely end. 

* Last, bat not least," ** Electrolyte” goes on to remark, 
* do not let cells gas too long.” Here, at least, we have a 
sentence which backs up the use of my cell recorder, and 
which contradicts most of his letter. 

Personally, I should be very sorry indeed to follow 
©“ Electrolyte'a " advice аз to the way to keep a battery in 
order," and I should like to add that my battery is as far 
from the scrap heap as any battery in the country. Nor is 
my cell recorder likely to get there. In conclusion, while 
thanking ~ Electrolyte” for his amusing letter, I would like 
to advise him to get up his subject a little better before 
again adopting the róle of critic, when perhaps he will be 
able to give his name, and not hide his light under a 
bushel. 


Partick, November 181, 1903. 


Arthur J. Abraham. 


An American Discovery. 


We have in recent years been informed from time to time 
by American engineers who are located on this side, of our 
inability to build engines for electric traction work, but it 
is still more amazing to read in the Daily Express of October 
26ih of a discovery reported to have been made by Mr. 
Chapman, the general manager and engineer to Mr. Yerkes, 
regarding onr methods of chimney construction. 

In the article referred to we are told that British work- 
men will not baild chimneys without scaffolding erected on 
both sides, and are not accustomed to work from the inside 
of a chimney," all this being given as a reason for employing 
alien labou: on the stacks now being built at the Chelsea 
generating station. We are aleo told that our workmen 
frequently strike for higher wages every 10 ft. they go up. 

Now, Sir, as an engineer who has designed and superin- 
tended the building of numerous chimneys, varying in height 
from 70 to 250 ft., may I say that I have only seen scaffolding 
on the very smallest, but in all other cases the work has been 
done entirely from the inside, and having followed it from 
day to day, I am in a positon to prove that British 
workmen can and will do it, and as for strikes, I have never 


experienced such a difficulty. 


As an instance of our inability, we are referred to a 
chimney being built at Wandsworth which I have not yet 
seen, but I have a recollection of seeing a chimney in 
course of construction on the banks of the Regent's Canal, 
near the New North Road, last year, without any external 
scaffolding, and I am inclined to think British workmen 
were employed on that work ; and I could relate numerous 
other instances, such as Tennant's chimney at Glasgow, 
another at Greenhithe, both over 300 ft. high, and many 
others 200 ft. high, all built from the inside. 

In strange contrast, I find, on looking in Power for 
March, 1899, several illustrations of an American chimney 
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at the 96th Street Traction Plant, New York, the height of 
which is 350 ft., and find it was scaffolded on the exterior 
for half its height at least, and I have been informed that 
this particular chimney and its foundations were so well 
designed that the whole sunk nearly 4 ft. Have any of 
our British engineers had such aa experience as this ? 

I enclose a copy of the paper containing this article for 
your perusal, 

Arcturus. 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plants. 


In your issue of October 30th, you print an abstract of a 
paper by Mr. G. Wilkinson on steam turbo-electric 
generating planta, The author gives in parallel columns the 
supposed performance of a 1,400-kw. set with triple- 
expansion reciprocating engines recently erected by us at the 
Leeds central station, and that of a steam turbine at the 
Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Co.’s works. 

We say supposed performance, because the actual result 
for our set was 19°49 lbs. per KW., and not 19:9 lbs., and 
this again was water measured into the boilers, and includes 
boiler and steam pipe losses, the actual engine consumption 
measured at the hotwell (as, no doubt, in the case of the 
steam turbine), being only 18°7 lbs. per Kw. 

The turbine was, moreover, running at 237? F. superheat, 
whilst we had about 71° F., which, of course, makes an 
enormous difference. With triple-expansion engines of 
500 B.H.P., running at 25:4 in. vacuum, and with 200? F. 
superheat, we have obtained 16:1 lbs. per KW., and with 
237? F. superheat, we should be prepared to guarantee for 
the Leeds engine, something under 16 lbs. per KW., as 
against the 17:73 shown for the 1,750-H.P. turbine. 

Immediately preceding the above comparison, figures are 
given for a Sulzer-Kolben plant with saturated steam and 
24 in. vacuum, and a Parsons turbo-generator with 100? 
superheat and 28 in. vacuum. Such comparisons are, of 
course, worthless and misleading. The 4 in. difference in 
vacuum at 4 per cent. per inch given in the paper means 16 
per cent. to the turbine, and the 100? of superheat another 
12 per cent., as stated, so that, after due allowance has been 
made for the vacuum and superheat, the result for the tur- 
bine comes out worse, and not better, than the other. 

Again, the tests of the 500-Kw. turbo-alternator at the 
Cambridge electricity works, after 12 months’ running, are 
made with 9 Ibs. higher steam pressure, and 3:8 in. better 
vacuum than on the original test, when 24:1 lbs. per kilo- 
watt was registered. At the 4 per cent. per inch the vacuum 
is good for 13:2 per cent., and the consumption ghould have 
come down to'20:92 lbs., or allowing for the working of 
pumps, say, 21:5 lbs., but instead of this, it goes up to 
25 lbs., and yet the conclusion is come to that the trials 
show that there has been no deterioration due to wear. 

It is, in our opinion, regrettable that advocates of steam 
turbines should make such misleading statements. At the 
present date the turbines of Mr. Parsons’s make or design 
are the only ones having any claim to be considered beyond 
the experimental stage, and the latest tables published in 
the electrical papers giving the figures for 12 months' run- 
ning, show that these turbines are very far behind recipro- 
cating engines in economy in actual central etation work, 
though the results with them on the test plate were sup- 
posed to be good. 


The present booming of the turbine will surely result in a 


serious set back when experience has been purchased at a 
heavy cost by the users. 
Belliss & Morcom, Ltd., 
ALFRED Мовсом, Managing Director. 


Birmingham, November 8rd, 1908. 


P.S.—It should always be borne in mind that the cost of 
obtaining the high vacuum necessary for efficiency with 
steam turbines may become a very formidable item in the 
majority of inland stations. 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 

Mr. Bloemendal, in your last issue, remarks that the 
question of waste of time and money in uselessly tendering 
to fantastic specifications has the undivided attention of all 
electrical, manufacturing and contracting firms, I cannot 


‚ think that, if this were the case, matters would be in their 


present condition. 

All persons whose business it is to peruse the specifications, 
and tender for contracts with municipal and other public 
bodies, will, I feel sure, agree with me in attributing 
objectionable specifications to the following three causes :— 

First, ignorance on the part of the consulting engineers, 
or, in the case of electrical contracta, of the (sic) surveyor or 
town clerk. 

Second, bumptionsness and an exaggerated idea of their 
own importance on the part of the above persons. 

Third, sub rosa specifications drawn up in such а manner 
as to make it impossible for any but a certain firm to tender 
exactly in accordance with the specification. 

This is particularly applicable to meter contracts. How 
often is some insignificant detail made a condition of the 
contract, in order to keep off all but the makers of a certain 
meter, which is preferred, let us hope (though very feebly), 
from disinterested motives. 

To return to the main question, co-operation on the part 
of the firm concerned, is, of course, the only solution. Not, 
however, in the manner mentioned in Mr. Bloemendal's 
letter. An alternative method would be for, say, 50 of our 
leading manufacturing and contracting firms to unite, in 
appointing an automatically-changed committee, to examine 
all specifications, and blackball those of an improper or 
undesirable character. This would do a vast amount of 
good to the industry at large, not only by saving contractors 
a great deal of trouble, but by forcing municipalities to 
employ persons competent to draw up specifications which 
ice bring tenders from firms capable of properly fulfilling 
them. 

R. А. 


I, too, have read with considerable interest, Mr. Е. K. Scott's 
article on this matter, and heartily concur with Mr. Arthur 
Bloemendal that something ought to be done to mitigate the 
heartless waste of time and money, which is not only be- 
coming a drag on our progress, but as Mr. Scott justly pointe 
out, a loss to the profession. 

. I would go even further, and add that it is a decided loss 
to the country ; as, for instance, if the brains, experience, 
and energy at present thrown away in fruitless work of this 
kind were given to other and more profitable employment, 
it would considerably improve our economy in production. 
Nor is this latter of leaser importance, considering the strength 
of argument relating to this want, which has followed in the 
train of fiscal controversy. 

When a dozen specifications are sent to as many con- 
tractors for a particular contract, the value of which may 
not exceed £250, and each contractor, in the process of 
compiling his estimate, must obtain minor estimates from 
five or six different manufacturers, you get quite a mild 
example of what takes place every day. The contractor, and, 
in turn, the manufacturer, are losing patience at this kind 
of thing, and justly во. 

I cannot but think that the remedy must lie with the 
consulting engineer, who, if alive to his own interests, 
would, no doubt, willingly respond to a united appeal ; and 
I also feel sure that, in the event of the consulting engineer 
being equally favourable to the 12 firms, the members of 
such firms would infinitely prefer to be one of four selected 
to compete on three different occasions rather than be placed 
in the ridiculous position of one in twelve. 

For such united appeal we must look in a great measure 
to the manufacturers’ and contractors’ associations, with the 
hope that the series of papers to be read at the forthcoming 
meetings may form a good augury, in that some of the 
subjects are more or less akin to this question. 

Many thanks are due to Mr. E. K. Scott for so oppor- 
tunely bringing forth his views, which must appeal to all 
self-respecting and patriotic members of the profession, and 
it is the duty of one and all to give his remarks their serious 
attention and united support. 

The sooner a definite understanding is arrived at, the 
better it will be for the manufacturer, the contractor, the 
consulting engineer and the country. 


Duncan Watson, A. M. I. E. E., 
Mem. Soc. Eng. 
London, W. O., November 8rd, 1903. 
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Electric Pamping for Mines Drainage. 


In your issue of October 28rd you refer to electric pumps 
being put in and used by the South Staffordshire Mines 
Drainage Commissioners. 

Living in this district, I know the probable number of 
pits at work and the number closed ; the latter, I am sorry 
to say, outnumber those that are at work by a large 
majority. 

If the Commissioners pump во much water by their pump- 
ing engines in the various districts, does it clear the pits on 
the lower benches ? Does not the water they pump go into 
the canals? "The canal company's pumping engines keep up 
the level of the canals. Where does the leakage from the 
canals go to? Is it not a well-known fact that if they 
pumped over a certain amount in a certain time, the 
property in the locality would cave in ? 

If it is proved that electric pumping is cheaper than steam 
pumping, then let the mines drainage steam pumping engines 
stop, and let each colliery have its own motor, or, where 
there are several pita on the same level, let the masters com- 
bine and pay so mach between them for electric pumping. 
They would then pump in the vicinity of the coal and not, 
as at present, with a few engines per 100 sq. miles. Pumping 
would then be done at the actual place required. 

There are dozens of pits in the district where coal is 
known to abound in thousands of tons, and not such a great 
distance from the surface, but which, in my estimation, can 
never be got until the Mines Drainage alter their methods 
and charges. I believe tbat with electric pumping (indi- 
vidual) best thick coal could be got and delivered at the 
door for 68. a ton. 

If the rubbish from one pit or pite was tipped down the 
others which were known to be actually worked out, there 
would not require so much pumping. Property would 
increase in value, and trees and planta could be planted on 
natural soil, beautifying and increasing the value of the 
land. í 


[A reply to our correspondent would involve a dissertation 
on the ole matter of mines drainage, together with a 
defence of the existence and methods of the Drainage Com- 
missioners, and this, however interesting, would be somewhat 
out of place in this journal. 

We drew attention in our note to the lateat development 
in the use of electricity, pointing out especially how many 
advantages it had over the use of steam pumps, but we had 
no intention of raising a discussion on the question of the 
comparative efficiency of individual or organised manage- 
ment of the pumping operations, or on the many other 
technical and commercial points raised by our correspondent. 

We may say, however, that it is always open to any mine 
owner to make his own arrangements for keeping his 
workings clear of water, and in some cases this has proved 


advantageous. Some, again, do part of their pumping, and 


are helped by the Commissioners, 

Only last Saturday permission was given by the mort- 
gagees to the Commissioners to proceed with their engineer's 
scheme for the further unwatering of the Tipton district, at 
an estimated cost of £68,000. If this scheme, which makes 
use of electricity, Mond gas and steam, fails, then both the 
Mines Drainage Commission and the Tipton coalfield will be 
hopelessly submerged. 


It behoves gentlemen like * C" to bury their differences | 


of opinion and to work for the success of this last and brave 
effort, —Eps. ELEC. Rev.] 


Single-Phase Alternating Current Motors. 


Notwithstanding anything that Mr. Schüler has said in 
his letter in your issue of the 30th ult., I do not see any 
reason for correcting the statement I made on October 28rd. 
I was not, at the time, in a position to deal with anything 
beyond the performance of the motor in question, not having 
at that time seen Mr. Schüler's specification. 

I take it that the novel features involved are high starting 
torque with a low starting current in combination with the 
total absence of sparking during that performance. 

This had already been achieved by me, and the motor I 
had designed possessed, in addition, the advantage of unity 


as power factor, and offered the possibility of varying the 
speed over a very great range. | 

Mr. Schüler now deals with the question of patente, and I 
am quite willing to follow his lead, and at the same time set 
his mind at rest as regards his patent making any of mine 
null and void. It may be of interest to him to learn 
that I had at one time considered the advisability of claim- 
ing what forms the substance of his patent, viz., the nse in 
a single-phase motor of an ordinary direct current winding 
connected to & commutator and to slip rings, such motor 
being started as a repulsion motor in the first stage, and run 
up to speed, when required, with the help of resistances 
between the slip rings, as an induction motor. I would 
have claimed such an arrangement simply for the sake of 
covering as much ground as possible, and not with any 
intention of using it in my motors, as I have found during 
my experiments that this scheme possesses very serious dis- 
advantages. Having instituted a careful search, however, I 
came to the conclusion that in view of a number of previous 
patents and publications, also in view of the state of our 
general knowledge, it would be difficult for me to uphold 
апу such claim. The matter was finally settled for me 
when I was credibly informed that this very disposition 
had been in use for the last two or three years at the Central 
Technical College in London. In the meantime I had 
developed more useful windings and also an efficient means 
of preventing sparking, the specification for which will be 
published shortly. 

No device seems to be included in Mr. Schiiler’s arrange- 
ments for meeting this difficulty, and although it may not 
be very serious with small machines, with large ones it 
becomes very troublesome. 

Мт. Schiiler has, no doubt, also made a search before 
applying for his patent, and has evidently come to an opinion 
differing from mine. Should he prove to be right, he is 
quite welcome to reap all the benefit that he can from his 
better judgment. 

Val. A. Fynn. 

Bradford, Norember 3rd, 1908. 


Electric Welding. 


Will any reader kindly inform me as to the best method 
or system to use to electrically weld sheet-steel drums ? 


Welder. 


Jointless Section Colls. 


With regard to Mr. Leslie Miller’s letter in your last 
issue, may I claim a small portion of your valuable space in 
order to rectify some of Mr. Miller's statements ? 

The **jointless" winding of the secondaries of induction 
coils, though possibly not described or patented in this 
country, is by no means new, such system having been em- 
ployed by a well-known Continental firm for a period of 
over 20 years, and coils built by this firm have been largely 
imported into England during at least 12 years. Incidentally, 
it may be well to mention that no such makeshift method as 
string or thread fastening is resorted to. 

Moreover, a patent (Swiss) was granted to a Swiss firm for 
a similar and even better system about three years ago, and 
this system has been fully described in some Continental 
publications, As it seems to follow up the idea underlying 
Mr. Miller’s method to its fullest possibility, I annex a 
diagrammatic sketch. 

Tt will be seen that by this means the thickness of the 
insulation increases almost proportionally with the potential 
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The machine which carries out this winding has made it 
possible to produce coils on this principle as cheaply as 
ordinary coils. | 

Mr. Miller rather overstates his magnanimity in giving me 
an opportunity to oppose his patent! The fact is, that he 
drew my attention toa statement in one of my advertise- 
ments, which mentions a certain number of sections in the 
secondary, and since neither this particular detail nor the 
absence of joints in the recondary—as apart from Mr. 
Miller's design of his special machine for winding can form 
the subject of a valid patent, I did not go to the trouble 
of opposing his patent. 

So long as the English patent is granted without an 
exbaustive official search on the part of the Patent Office 
for anticipations, it is a matter of great importance to the 
inventor to assure himeelf that the foreign patent records, as 
well as those of this country, do not contain the subject 
matter of his claim. 


A. W. Isenthal. 
London, November 2nd, 1908. 


Wireless Telegraphy. 


I note your comments on Mr. Bentley’s letter in the last 
issue of your paper. 

Practical experience of wireless telegraphy is confined to 
few persons, and, so far as the most advanced system is con- 
cerned, is restricted almost entirely to the staff of our com- 
pany. It is not, therefore, surprising that a good deal of 
misapprehension and ignorance should exist generally as 
to the possibilities and limitations of this system of tele- 
graphy. ; 

A very superficial examination, however, of inherent pro- 
babilities should lead any intelligent person to conclude 
that the pretensions to syntony are not shown to be un- 
founded, because under the circumstances described at the 
Yacht Races interference resulted. To pretend that under 
no circumstances can interference take place by other wire- 
less telegraph instruments, or by apparatus installed for the 
special purpose of cansing interference, would be obviously 
ridiculous. | 

In order that а message may be received on a tuned 
instrament, waves of a certain length must be transmitted 
from an instrument within range. It seems almost too 
obvious to require to be stated that, if a second transmitter 
within range begins to work with the same wave-length, 
there will be received at the receiving station messages from 
both instruments, with resultant confusion. Nothing has 
ever been said or written by Mr. Marconi, or by the responsible 
representatives of this company, to the contrary ; nor do the 
quotations you give from statements attributed to Mr. 
Marconi in any way support the contention that he has ever 
pretended that under no circumstances could interference 
result, A moment's intelligent consideration would show 
that, for the reasons referred to above, such a contention 
would be ridiculous. Judging, however, from the quotations 
you give, and the deductions you draw from them, you appear 
to think that, because ‘two similarly tuned circuits cannot 
be worked simultaneously within range of each other, 
therefore our contention i8 disproved that it is practicable to 
work ¿wo differently tuned circuits within range of each 
other. 

The claims made by Mr. Marconi with regard to syntony 
— claims which have been established by independent experta 
of the highest standing, notably by naval officers, who have 
had a special interest in and special opportunities for study- 
ing this question— are not that under no conceivable circum- 
stances can messages sent between two stations be intercepted 
by another station, or that under no circumstances can they 
be interrupted. To make such a claim would be to attribute 
to wireless telezraphy an immunity from interference which 
certainly cannot be claimed for any other system of tele- 
graphy. 

The claim made by Mr. Marconi is that it is practicable 
to work simultaneously many differently tuned wireless tele- 
graph circuits without interference between them, or inter- 
ception of messages, Nor is it of special importance— 
although, of course, it would be, in the present stage of 
legislation in the matter, convenient to secure immunity 
from interference and interception under all circumstances, 
What is of importance is that it should be possible, in a 


properly organised system, to work many circuits simulta- 
neously without interference and interception. 

In this respect wireless telegraphy is iu no worse, and 
perhaps in a slightly better position, than ordinary tele- 
graphy. It is a matter of common knowledge that many 
legitimate applications of electricity may, and have, interfered 
very seriously with land telegraphs and submarine cables. 
It would, however, be foolish to condemn submarine cable 


` telegraphy and land telegraphy, and to describe, for example, 


the system of cables landing at the Cape as an absolute 
failure, because at one time their working was most seriously 
disturbed by the electric trams. What we are concerned to 
know is whether it is practicable to carry on in the vicinity 
of land telegraph systems and of the landing points of sub- 
marine cables, without disturbance to them, an application 
of electricity of great value to the community—viz., electric 
traction. It is a matter of common knowledge that the diffi- 
culty has been solved generally, and was solved in the parti- 
cular instance quoted. By the adoption of suitable precau- 
tions, it has been found practicable to continue to work the 
submarine cables and at the same time to run the Cape 
electric trams. 

Examples might be multiplied. The telephone lines of rival 
systems may be run in such a fashion that persons using one 
system cannot secure the secrecy of their messages ; but the 
question is not whether it is possible for the messages to be 
intercepted, but whether it is possible to devise a system of 
telephony in connection with which such interception does 
not take place. 

We do not say that our wireless telegraph system cannot 
be interfered with, or that the messages cannot, under any 
circumstances, be intercepted. We merely claim that witha 
properly organised system it is practicable to carry on, within 
a small area, simultaneously, many different communications. 

The experimenta recently made with our high power station 
at Poldhu and the Lucania, when messages were transmitted 
daily over distances ranging from about 350 miles to about 
1,500 miles (mid-ocean) are evidence in point. We do not 
claim that no station can under any circumstances be inter- 
fered with by Poldhu, but merely that it is practicable to 
work this high power station, and at the same time work the 
ordinary connections between ships at sea within range of 
the big power station and between these ships and shore 
stations at a very short distance from Poldhu station. 

It is natoral that the public, to whom wireless telegraphy 
appeals as something almost incredibly marvellous, should 
be sceptical as to the claims put forward by the company 
which is itself working the patents. But I may point out 
that these claims as to syntony—such claims as we make, 
and as Mr. Marconi has made—have been clearly established 
in the presence of independent experti acting for their 
Governments, and other parties with whom we have been 
contracting. 

The official narrative of the combined manœuvres of the 
Mediterranean, Channel and Cruiser Squadrons in 1902, 
which you recommend Mr. Bentley to read, has no bearing 
whatever upon the claim made by our company with regard 
to syntony. No ship of those squadrons carried our tuned 
apparatus, the apparatus on board being untuned apparatus 
supplied by us to the Admiralty in 1900. 

I am unable to judge whether your strictures will be 
regarded by your readers as fair and moderate. It is 
important, however, that if they are to arrive at a just con- 
clusion, they should have the facts before them—what we 
claim, with what apparatus, and what evidence there is of 
the truth of our contentions. We do not claim that our 
apparatus cannot be interfered with under any circumstances. 
We claim that we can organise a system of many circuits, 
working within & small area, which will not interfere with 
each other. We do not regard as evidence of the failure of 
our syntonised apparatus the fact that there was confusion 
between the squadrons using our unsyntonised apparatus. 

I say, unhesitatingly, that in some respects we are ina 
better, and in all respects, in as good a position, as all ordinary 
systems of telegraphy. The persons concerned with sub- 
marine cables and land telegraph lines have to consider not 
whether in any circumstances it is practicable to upset the 
lines, but whether it is practicable to organise a service which 
will not be interfered with, given the observation of certain 
precautions, both by themselves and by other persons. 

The common retort/ of people Who examine the subject 
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superficially—that anyone who chooses to work a wireless 
telegraph station may interfere with an organised service— 
does not seem to me to be serious criticism against the 
utility of wireless telegraphy. A similar statement might 
be made with regard to land telegraphy and telephony 
in our towns. If anyone were allowed to run at 
will all over & given area wires carrying electric currents, 
serious disturbances would result; and even where 
the running of such wires has been restricted to cer- 
tain persons, and where all have been concerned solely 
with legitimate services, disturbance has resulted, and 
special legislation has had to be enacted. 

At the Yacht Races there was malicious interference, that 
is, apparatus worked simply for the purpose of preventing 
the transmission of certain persons' messages; and there 
may also have been interference from genuine attempts by 
different persons to transmit messages Having regard to 
the circumstances, the words **failure" and success are 
not applicable. It would be a misuse of words, in connec- 
tion with ordinary telegraphy, to denounce as а failure 
the transmission of only 70 per cent. of the messages handed 
in, if, for example, an electric traction system in the neigh- 
bourhood was sending heavy currents through the earth, or 
there were allowed close to the lines of the telegraph com- 
pany in question other telegraph lines in connection with 
which certain specific arrangements had not been made with 
the express purpose of preventing interference with the 
neighbouring circuits. 


Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., 
Н. Сотнвевт HALL, Managing Director, 


London, November 3rd, 1903. 


[Our reply last week, together with our original article, 
are, we think, a sufficient answer to such arguments as can 
be deduced from this letter of Mr. Cuthbert Hall. We are 
glad to note that the Marconi Co. now admit the limitations 
of syntony.—Eps. Erke. REv.] 


[A correspondent wishes to know who supplied the elec- 
tric light fittings for the House of Lords and House of 
Commons. | ! 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Stellite Telephones, — The Electric and Ordnance 
Accessories Co., Ltd., have issued a 12-page leaflet dealing with 
the Stellite central battery exchange system of telephony. A full 
description is given in the pamphlet, but we may draw attention to 
some of the leading points. The system has only one central 
battery, and a great saving is thus effected in the initial outlay and 
also in maintenance charges. The power may be obtained either 
from primary or secondary batteries, and for large installations & 
special motor-generator is supplied which has three windings on 
one armature where it is desired that the ringing current may be 
alternating. If direct current is used for ringing as well as speak- 
ing, the makers generally recommend that a battery of Leclanché 
cells or of accumulators be used. As it is not necessary to use any 
battery or box at each station, the company have been able to design 
instruments which are neat and compact. They are arranged to be 
used either as wall or table sets, and the conversion is made with- 
out any addition of loose parts. The switchboard has been designed 
to combine all the latest improvements in telephony, whilstavoiding 
the complications. The calling and clearing indicators are all self- 
replaciog, and being under cover are not likely to get out of order. It 
is claimed that abeolute secrecy is obtained with this system, 
although, if desired, the switchboard can be arranged so that the 
operator can come into circuit at will. The company will send & 
copy of the list (No. B. 41) to any applicant. 


Turbine Generators.—The British Schuckert Electric 


Co.. Ltd., has received an order through Messrs. Willans & Robinson, 


of Rugby, for a 1,000-kw. continuous current generator for Messrs. 
R. & W. Watson’s works at Linwood, N.B. The generator, which 
will be directly coupled to a steam turbine supplied by Messrs. 
Willans & Robinson, will generate a current of 4,000 amperes at 
250 volts pressure, and will be sub-divided into two separate portions 
each of 500 xw. capacity placed in tandem upon the continuation of 
the turbine shaft. 


Italy.—The firm of La Socicta Italiana de Elettricita 
Siemens, of Milan, has changed its title by the addition of the 


word Schuckert. At the game time the capital has been increased 
to £20,000. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Win mme Nov. 47H, 1902. | Wix вирна Nov. 32D, 1903. 
Alexandria .. ec . Value e" Alexandria .. es „ Value 8 
ee os Н) 


Auckland : Amsterdam .. vd oe 
Bombay  .. ee zi . 798 Azores << Ks si . 500 
Calcutta eo ee eo ee 1,862 Bombay ee ee ee ee 90 
Cape Town .. so is ia Buenos Ayres at a .. 21.057 
by Elec. cranes . . 10,400 $5 Teleph. cable .. 1,050 
Colombo ee ee ее 128 Calcutta ae ee ee ee 1,315 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 49 T Teleg. mat. .. .. 770 
Durban 2s is a . 201 Cape To е a ax . 45 
East London 25» ©» .. 1,113 Chinde se ss ET i 59 
Fremantle .. ә a s 85 Delagoa Bay. Teleg. mat. .. 7,821 
Gibraltar ee ee oe ee 89 ur an ee ee ee ee €50 
Hamburg .. E we ee 125 j Teleg. ma. ES 83 
Hong Kong.. T os .. 140 East London ‘ ©» S 97 
Launceston ss - .. 88 Fremantle .. Ls 50 . . 416 
Madras ee ee ee ee 93 99 Teleg. mat. ee ees 225 
Malta ee ee ee ee 145 Ghent ee ee ee ee 85 
Melbourne .. s T aa 72 Gothenburg. os we ee 15 
ii Teleg. wire .. 2,505 Hamburg .. А ee .. 86 
Perth ss 5 25 .. 863 Hong Kong. Teleg. mat. ae 51 
Philadelphia us se is 50 Kingston, Ontario a es B0 
Port Elizabeth .. 7 .. 256 Maceio as E " T 21 
Progreso. Teleph. mat. M 10 Madras 86 oe e .. 828 
Rangoon... -— es ae 12 Melbourne .. е8 oe . 145 
Bt. Petersburg .. s (683 i Teleg. cable.. . . 1,580 
" 7cwt.teleg wire — Penang. Teleg. mat. .. MS 19 
Bhanghai .. s ВА ss 22 Perth.. " EN ә У 167 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire sa 28 „„ Teleg. mat. T 60 
Bydney m s oe .. 365 Port Elizabeth .. ee 482 
» Teleg. wire és .. 118 1 Teleg. mat. čs 50 
Trinidad oe ee oe ee 35 Port Said "P es ee e? 68 
Valparaiso .. T - ёз 30 Rio de Janeiro a oe 74 
Wellington a sie .. 815 St. Petersburg .. es .. 400 
Yokohama .. > бг . 107 m Teleg. cable. 116 
Shanghai $a ss 241 
Singapore. Teleg. mat. .. 776 
Stockholm. Teleg. mat. E 19 
е Teleg. wire ee 170 
Sydney „ 515 
Toronto ЕР se oe ee 85 
Tripoli, Teleg. mat ee 202 
Vancouver, B.C, Teleg. apps.. 180 
Vera Cruz. Elec. cable.. ee 2,188 
Wellington . eo ee ee | 20 
T Teleg. mat. oe 1,120 
Yokohama .. э ee . 207 
Zanzibar ee eo ee ee 20 
Total ee £20,671 Total ee £23,522 


p 9 
— 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Sydney. Elec. appliances Value £60 Brussels. Elec.mat. .. Value £80 
Fremantle. Elec. mat. . . 1,117 
Lisbon. Teleg. mat. 1 


Port Elizabeth. Elec. mat. 3 97 
| Total . 4.811 


Manganese Steel. — Меввгв. Hadfield’s Steel Foundry 
Co., Sheffleld, have, during the past montb, obtained the following 
new tramway contracts for points and crossings in their patent 
“Era” manganese steel: — Paisley Tramways, through Messrs. 
Murphy & Sons; King’s Norton Tramways, through Mesers. Black- 
well & Co., contractors ; Scarborough Tramways, through Edmund- 
son's Electricity Co. (all special junctions, &c., for this work Are 
also being built by Messrs. Hadfield); Brighton Corporation Tram- 
ways, for extension lines, as recorded in our last, issue (all previous 
work at Brighton has been in crucible cast-steel); Aston Manor 
Tramways, through Mr. G. Trentham, contractor; Edinburgh Tram- 
ways Co.; Liverpool Corporation Tramways for 12-ft. pointe, &.; 
and Sheffield Corporation for 12-ft. pointe, &c. 


Lamp Works for Mexico.—Large works for the 
manufacture of incandescent lamps are about to be established in 
Mexico. 


Football.—Veritys’ Athletic Club played their first away 
match on Saturday last at Bailey’s Lane, Stamford Hill, against 
Ashby, and proved successful by 12 goals to nil. A feature of the 
game was the play of '" V.'s" captain, W. M. Longhurst, who 
delighted the spectators with a grand shot from close on the half- 
way line which clean beat the home goalkeeper all the way. Next 
Saturday Veritys play the Peel Institute on the former's ground, 
Piper's Field, Manor Park, Highgate, N. 


Catalogues and Lists,—The PERFECTA SEAMLESS STEEL 
Tuse Co., Lrp., of Plume Street, Birmingham, have issued a new 
price list (No. 3) in which they detail their steel conduit aystem for 
electric wiring. It is manufactured in two classes, viz., light con- 
duits, which are united to themselves and to their fittings by being 
lightly driven home ir very smooth-bored interiors, and heavy 
gauge conduits, which are connected with each other and the 
fittings by accurately screwed joints. Brazed and unbrazed, seam- 
less, welded and brass-cased conduits and a variety of couplings, 
benda, tee-pieces, junction boxes, and во on, are illustrated and priced 
in some 50 odd pages. | 

The METALLIC SEAMLESS Tuss Co, Lro., of Wiggin Street, 
Birmingham, bave just sent usa copy of their new catalogue of 
metallic steel conduit and accessories for electric wiring. A table 
stating the wiring capacities of different diameters of conduits, 
light and heavy gauge, is followed by some details of the Bayliss 

atent grip system for obtaining metallic connections. The list is 
well illustrated with blocks showing various fittings and accessories, 
split tees, crosses and bends, branching and jointing boxes, ceiling 
roses, &c. 

MESSB8. THOMAS SMITH & Sons, of Old Foundry, Rodley, near 
Leeds, have issued a neatly illustrated pamphlet of their steam and 
electric cranes. The works are fitted up with electric lighting and 
driving plant, and electrically-driven cranes of the latest types 
and other machinery is to be seen there. The illustrations show 
long radius fixed, adjustable jib and yard locomotive cranes, three- 
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motor and one-motor overhead travellers, electric Goliaths, hoists 
and derrick cranes. 

Messrs. Bavnis8, Jones & BavLrss, Lro, of Victoria Works, 
Wolverhampton, have issued a pamphlet describing the Helicoid " 
lock-nut, they having acquired the patente, machinery and goodwill 
appertaining thereto. 

Messrs. MARKT Bros. & Co, of 38 and 39, Beach Street, Barbican, 
E.C., have issued a new catalogue of electrical accessories for the 
1904 season. A large variety of lampholders, nipples, tumbler 
switches, main switches, wall plugs, fuse and switchboards, 
measuring instruments, arc lamps, wires, fans, motors avd many 
other things are shown in Sec. 1 (86 pages); Sec. 2 is devoted to 
electric bell and telephone apparatus and novelties. 

Messrs. B. WEAvER & Co., of 22, Rosoman Street, Clerkenwell, 
E.C., have brought out tome wall sheets of dimensioned drawings 
of many sizes of Ebonestos" insulating switch bandles, bashes 
and nipples, which they hold in stock, also lists giving prices per 
gross. 

Messrs. W. F. STANLEY & Co., Ітр., of Great Turnstile, W.C., 
have issued a new catalogue (G), in which they give illustrations, 
prices, and so on respecting their engineering, surveying, drawing 
and other instruments. 

A catalogue of Rontgen ray electro-medical and Finsen light 
apparatus bas been received from Mr. Max. Конг, of Chemnitz. 
In some 150 pp. such apparatus is fully described, illustrated and 
priced. The letterpress is in German. 

The Ввгтізн THomson-Hovusren Co., LTD., has issued the follow- 
ing new lists:—No. 155, relating to induction motors; No. 156, 
dealing with enclosed arc lamps, and containing numerous illustra- 
tions of the lamps themselves and viewa of places lighted with them ; 
No. 157, describing patent oil switches; and No. 158, detailing 
overhead trolleys. 

The CLzvgLAND CRANE AND Car Co., of Wickliffe, Ohio, has 
placed before us a number of its bulletins :—F, showing the Arming- 
ton electric hoists ; G, describing the Cleveland hand and electric jib 
cranes; Н, detailing hand-power cranes; and J, devoted to electric 
travelling cranes. 

Мевввв. R. E. & C. MARSHALL, electrical contractors, of Clarence 
Street, Cheltenham, have published a very attractive pamphlet of 
24 pp., in which they give certain Notes on Some Uses of Elec- 
tricity.” The object of the notes is to persuade the general public 
to become electric light users. The good points of electric illumina- 
tion are well driven home, and a very lengthy list of Corporation and 
private inetallation contracts carried out by the company occupies 
the last few pages. 


“Kleenall.”’—This is the name of a material which 
has been produced and patented by Mr. W. Drybrough, of the firm 
of Boardman Bros., Manchester, for cleaning engines or machinery, 
and is free from size, dust, grit or otherdeleterious material. It is a 
cloth woven of the softest possible cotton yarn, absolutely pure as 
it comes from the spinner. Many things have been employed up to 
the present time by engineers for cleaning purposes, such as waste, 
bleached or otherwise, washed rags, washed meat cloths bleached or 


unbleached, but as soon as the fibre, whether in waste or in other - 


material, has been bleached, its absorbent properties are reduced to 
a minimum; “ Kleenall" is claimed to contain cotton fibre in 
its perfect state, and the absorbent properties are fully retained. 
One of the great disadvantages of waste is the fact that it falls to 
pieces. Kleenall” is supplied in cloth form in rolls, and it is 
only necessary to cut off the quantity required from the rcll. 
Every inch or ounce of the material can be used for cleanin 

purposes, thus effecting considerable economies. It is further 
claimed that its absorbent properties being all retained, it will take 
a much longer time to become impregnated with oil or grease than 
any other material ai present in use. It is supplied in 25, 50, 
and 100-yard rolls, and consequently will take up very 
much less space in store, than its equivalent in, say, eporge 
сеш waste or rags, and it is made up in widths of 14 in., 22 in. 
and 44 in. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. W. H. Allen, Son 
and Co., Ltd., have appointed Mesers. Inniss & Riddle, City 
Chambers, 82, New Street, Birmingham, to represent them in 
Birmingham and the neighbourhood. 

Mesers. L. M. Ericsson & Co., Ltd., bave removed from Temple 
Chambers to Byron House, 82 to 85, Fleet Street, London, Е.С. 

The firms of W. D. Palmer & Co, mechanical, electrical, ard 
water-power engineers, at 50, Wellington Street, Glasgow, and Neil 
Taylor & Co., electrical engineers and contractors, 74, York Street, 
Glasgow, and 89, Bank Street, Coatbridge, have been amalgamated, 
and will be carried on under the name of Palmer & Taylor. 


Books Received,— La Telegraphie sans Fil, L'œuvre 
de Marconi, by E. Guarini. Translated from the Scientific 
American. Brussels: Ramlot Frères & Sœurs. Fr. 2.50. 

" A Handbook for the Electrical Laboratory and Testing Room," 
by J. A. Fleming. Vol. II. London: The Electrician Printing 
and Publishing Co., Ltd. Price 14s. 

" Gas and Oil Engine Management," by M. P. Ball. 
Crosby Lockwood & Son. 1903. 

“Science Abstracte,” Sections A and B. Vol. VI, Part 10. 
London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 1e. 6d. each. 

“ Electric Lighting and Power Distribution,” Vol. II., by W. P. 
Maycock. London: Whittaker & Oo., 1903. 7s. 6d. 


London: 


New Intercommunication Telephone Set.—A new 
automatic intercommunication telephone set has recently been 
brought out by the Consolidated Electrical Co., Ltd., of Canonbury, 
which possesses some interesting features. The sst has been designed 
to compete with instruments of foreign manufacture. Tbe quality of 
the instrument, with regard to both material and workmanship, is 
of the highest class, while the design is neat. The patent consists 
principally in the fact that it is possible, with this apparatus, to 
manipulate the keys whether the converser be on the cradle or not. 
This, it is stated, is not possible with any other apparatus of similar 
type. This detail alone makes the instrument of great value, as, in 
using an instrument constantly, it is annoying when one has finished 


speaking to one person to have to put the “ converser” back on 
the cradle before ringing another person. The instruments 
are made in three different varieties—table form, the ordinary 
wall form, and a new pattern of wall form having a desk 
aud battery box combined. There are six standard sizos—namely, 
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 lines. All the instruments are fitted with 
the company's standard converser, of the same pattern as is used for 
their most expensive instruments. 

Judging from a sample set which we bave before us, the finish 
and workmanship of the apparatus are of a very high quality. The 
appearance of the ordinary wall form is shown in the above 
illustration. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—A motion arising out of 
the failure of William P. Durtnall, electrical engineer, 85, Finsbury 
Pavement, E.C, and Caversham Road, Reading, came before Mr. 
Justice Wright sitting as Bankruptcy Judge, on Monday, in the 
King's Bench Division of the High Courts of Justice. The debtor 
failed last November with liabilities £1,464 3s. 7d., ranking against 
assets valued by him at £1,119 19s. 10d. Mr. Wallace, K.C. (with 
him Mr. Elliott) appeared in support of the motion which was 
brought by Mr. Percy Mason, and asked for a declaration that a 
sum of £154 4s. 9d., which the applicant was ordered by the Court 
on March 16th, 1903, to pay to Mr, E. H. Hawkins, the trustee of 
Durtnall's estate in bankruptcy, was money properly expended in 
the interests of the creditors, and in and about preserving the assets 
of the bankrupt under a deed ot assignment dated May 22nd, 1902; 
or in the alternstive that the same was a just allowance to which 
the applicant was entitled out of £241 17s. 11d. which he recovered 
in an action against Wyman & Sons, Ltd., in connection with а 
contract for the installation of electric light and power at 
the Reading works of that firm. Mr. Clayton was briefed 
for Mr. E. H. Hawkins, the trustee, to oppose the motion, and Mr. 
J. В. Matthews intervened on behalf of Mr. Ernest Roberta, who 
asked the Court to say that a charge of £142 10s. and interest given 
to him by the debtor upon the money coming to the estate from the 
Wyman contract formed a first charge upon the assets in the hands 
of the trustee. Mr. Wallace explained that Mr. Mason was 
appointed the trustee urder a deed of arrangement in May, 1902, 
executed by the debtor. Whilst he was acting as that trustee with 
the sanction of a Committee of Inspection, he spent certain moneys 
in the completicn of Wyman’s contract, the Committee being of 
opinion that it would be to the benefit of the creditors to expend 
the money in that way. Some monthe afterwards a petition was 
presented by one of the creditors who stood out for the decd of 
arrangement. Mr. Dartnall was made bankrupt in due course, and 
Mr. E. H. Hawkins was appointed as trustee in the bankruptcy. 
Then arose the petition of Mr. Mason, who had expended £160 
in connection with the Wyman contract in order to complete 
it, and an application was made by Mr. Hawkins to the Court tbat 
Mr. Mason should pay over tho moreys he bad expended as being 
moneys of theestate. On March 16th, 1903, the Court made an order 
for the moneysin question to be paid over to the bankruptcy trustee 
under certain conditione. The Court at the same time gave leave 
for an action commenced by Mr. Mason against Wyman & Sons, Ltd, 
to be continued by Mr. Hawkins, on the indemnity of Mr. Mason, 
who undertook not to compromiee the action without the leave of 
the Court. The action came before the Court on July 28th, 1903, 
when Wyman offered to settle by paying a sum of £400, which 
was to include costs. By the leave of the Court that сЯег was 
accepted. The £400 was reduced to £241 by the costs of the action, 
and from that balance Mr. Mason asked to be paid the £154 he bad 
expended on the Wyman contract when acting as trustee under tbe 
deed of arrangement. He also asked to be paid £25 as an allowance 
for acting as trustee under the deed, Those payments would 
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reduce the balance received from Messrs. Wyman to about £60. Mr. 
Clayton said Mr. Hawkins was willing to give up to Mr. Mason 
every benefit that bad been received from the Wyman contract pro- 
vided that he would be allowed to retain for the benefit of the 
creditors that part of the estate which was entirely independent of 
the said contract, Mr. J. B. Matthews said his client was a 
creditor of Mr. Durtnall long before Mr. Mason came on the scene, 
He obtained judgment in February, 1902, for £178 14s. 3d., but by 
April 11th, 1902, the debt had been reduced to £155. On that date 
Mr. Dartnall executed to Mr. Roberts a charge upon the moneys 
coming to him from the Wyman contract for that sum and 5 per 
cent. interest, and a notice thereof was sent to Messrs. Wyman in 
order to perfect the charge. Its validity was not called into question. 
Subsequently two small sums were paid to Mr. Roberts, thus 
reducing the amount to £142 10s.,in respect of which, together 
with interest, tha Court was asked to say constituted a first charge 
on the Wyman fund in the hands of the trustee. His Lordship 
held that Mr. Roberts was entitled first to his debt of £151, and to 
his taxed costs in this motion. The next charge would be Mr. 
Mason’s costa in the action against Messrs. Wyman, and the amount 
he had properly expended in connection with the contract. The 
trustee was entitled to his costs out of the estate. Order 
entered accordingly. 

Edwin Ward, trading as E. Ward & Co., electrician, 38, Osborne 
Road, 108, Bevois Valley, aud 47, Lodge Road, Southampton. 
This debtor was examined at Southampton Bankruptcy Court on 
October 28th, on accounts showing liabilities amounting to £397, of 
which £13 14s. is due to preferential creditors. The assets are 
valued at £36, and there is a deficiency of £347. Debtor attributes 
his failure to want of capital, losses on contracts, bad trade, com- 
petition and bad debts. The examination was closed. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—Tuesday’s London 
Gazette contains an announcement that Messrs. Estler Bros., of 
Laurence Pountney Lane, Е.С, as creditors have lodged a petition 
for the winding-up of Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., of Hollinwood. The 
petition will be heard in London on November 17th. 

Messrs. F. W. Walker and W. R. Gray (Gray & Harris, electrical 
engineers, Putney Bridge Road, and Westminster) have dissolved 
partnership. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Bedford.—The T.C., with the object of securing a day 
load, has reduced the price of energy for motors from 2d. to 14d. 
per unit, as from April 1st next. 


Belgium.— A company is erecting a generating station 
near Wasmer, Mons, for supplying energy for light and power 
in several towns in the district. 


Bilbao.—The electric lighting works has been blown up 
with dynamite by strikers. 


Bridgend.—The U.D.C. has agreed to instal the electric 
light in the Workhouse, and has fixed the price at 44d. per unit. 


Buenos Ayres.— The Llektroterhnischer Anzeiger. states 
that the Allgemeine Elektricitüte Gesellschaft and the Deutsche 
Bank together bought the Primitiva Gas and Electric Light Co.'s 
generating station at a cost of 15,000,000 francs. 


Cheshunt.— The U.D.C. has sealed an agreement for the 
transfer of the electric lighting order to the North Metropolitan 
Electric Power Distribution Co. on payment of £210, the cost of 
obtaining the order. The average price of energy to the Council 
will be 24d. per unit, and to private consumers 41d. 


Chorley.— The T.C. on October 29th decided to lease its 
E.L. order, which was obtained in 1898. 


Cirencester.— The U.D.C. has resolved not to assent to 
the application by the Southern District Electricity Corporation for 
a prov. order for the supply of electricity in the town. 


Dorchester.—The T.C. has resolved to lease its order 
for the electric lighting of the town to a company. 


Dumfries.—On 29th ult. the T.C. called together the 
ratepsyers of the burgh to consider proposals with regard to the 
introduction of the electric light. The town clerk submitted to the 
meeting an abstract of the tenders of Messrs. Frank Suter & Co. 
and the National Electric Wiring Co. The former proposed that 
the T.C. should borrow £16,300 to cover the capital cost, the com- 
pany to pay the interest and sinking fund charges on that sum, to 
assume the whole risk of loss, and to share the profits with the 
Council, and the Council to have the right to take over the under- 
taking at any time without payment, on giving 12 months' notice. 
The National Electric Wiring Co. proposed that the Council should 
find the capital, estima'ed at £17,500, the company to pay the 
interest and sinking fund charges during the first 10 years, all profits 
in excess of 3 per cent. to ba divided between the Council and the 
company, and the Council to have the option of taking over the con- 
cern at 10 or 15 years. Dy a large majority the meeting decided not 
to go any further with the scheme, but that if the Council could sell 
the prov. order to any company it should do во on the beat terms, 


wire system. 


Dundee.—The Caledonian Railway Co. have completed 
arrangements for installing the electric light at Dundee West 
Btation goods department and sidings. The arrangement, like that 
in force at Tay Bridge, provides for the supply of energy from the 
Corporation works, the installation being carried out by the com- 
pany’s engineers. 


France.—A company is about to be formed to carry on 
an undertaking for the electric lighting of Saint-Géry (Lot), and 
neighbourhood. 


Garlands.—Cumberland С.О. has decided to have the 
electric light installed in Garlands Asylum at an estimated cost of 
£8,000. 


Germany.—The erection of a generating station for 
lighting the town of Hoym (Auhalt) has just been decided upon. 


Gloucester.— We are informed that, owing to the un- 
satisfactory nature of the replies received from manufacturers, the 
Corporation has been compelled to abandon the proposed electrical 
exhibition. 

The L. G. B. has authorised the T.C. to raise a loan ої £24,673 for 
electric lighting purposes. | 


Halifax.—The Т.С. has instructed the electrical 
engineer to arrange for the erection of a sub-station at an estimated 
cost of £400. 


Hampton Wick.—On Monday the D.C. decided to 


obtain expert opinion upon an application by the Twickenham and 
Teddington Electric Supply Co. for consent to a prov. order they 
are seeking. The company offered to give the Council the right to 
purchase in 7, 14 or 21 years, to supply energy for public lighting 
at 24d. per unit, and to private consumers at 7d. per unit for the 
first hour per day at the maximum demand or its equivalent, and 3d. 
per unit afterwards. 


Heavitree,—The Exeter T.C. has resolved to com- 
municate with the D.C., expressing its willingness to entertain a 
proposal for introducing the electric light into the district. 


India.—Messrs. Burn & Co., of Calcutta, have recently 
completed an installation for supplying energy for light and powe 
purposes at Attock. 


Llanelly.—The B. of T. has threatened to revoke the 
prov. order for the electric lighting of the town, in consequence 
of which the U.D.C. has decided to take action to compel the 
Specific performance of the contract with the British Insulated 
Wire Co. 


London.—PLUMsTEAD.—On the 29th ult. the new 
generating station, erected on Plumstead Marshes by the Woolwich 
B.C., was opened by the Mayor and Corporation. The plant in- 
stalled includes five Willans engines coupled to Westinghouse 
generators. .The expenditure on the station, including cables and 
80 arc lamps, is £46,000, and on the buildings and dust destructor 
£44,000. There has also b2en expended £4,280 on a brick-making 
plant. The number of consumers at present connected is 54, usin 
3,710 8-c.P. lamps, the cost of energy being 4d. per unit, withou 
rent for meters. ' At the conclusion of the ceremony the 
Mayor christened the five engines as follows:—'' Mayoress,” 
“ Flossie,” Wilhelmina,“ Gertrude,“ and Muriel.” Who can 
doubt the brilliant future that lies before the department after 
this ? 

Тнк Garety TuEATRE.— The electric lighting installation at the 
new building, recently opened, has been carried out with a view to 
minimise the risk of failure of supply as far as possible. 
The energy is supplied from 12 circuits, which are connected to two 
distinct companies’ mains. The stage is fitted with 1,500 incan- 
descent and 24 arc lamps, and in the house there are 1,800 incan- 
descent lights. 

MARTLEBONE.— The В.О. on the 29th ult. considered the ques- 
tion of promoting in the next session of Parliament a Bill for 
amending the electric lighting order. Mr. Ernest R. Debenham, 
chairman of the Electric Supply Committee, moved, and Mr. Paxton 
seconded, a resolution stating that it was expedient to promote a 
Bill next session empowering the Council to borrow the necessary 
money to purchase the Marylebone works of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co. for the erection of electricity worke, to autho- 
rise an increase in the maximum charge for the supply of electricity, 
and to alter the method of charging. Power will also be obtained 
to erect a generating station in the district and to construct a short 
line of railway connecting the generating station with the Great 
Central Railway. The motion was carried by 43 votes to 8. Bya 
second resolution, which was also carried, the town clerk was 
directed to instruct Parliamentary agents to take all necessary 
steps in connection with the proposed Bill. The expense of 
promoting it is to be charged upon the general rate of the 
borough. 

SHOREDITCH.—The В С. intends shortly to apply to the L. C. C. 
for its approval to an alteration in the pressure of supply to con- 
eumers in its area. At the present time energy is supplied at a 
pressure of 150 volta р c., for both lighting and power, on the two- 
It is desired to alter this into a p.c. supply at 
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240 volts for. lighting, and 480 volts for power on the three-wire 
system. 

WaWDSWORTH.—The B.C. is asking the B. of T. to require the 
County of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Co. to 
keep separate accounts foe Wandsworth and Clerkenwell At pre- 
sent 4id. is the average price of energy supplied to the two 
boroughs combined. The contention of Wandsworth is that while 
the charge made in Clerkenwell is below this average, the southern 
borough is paying approximately 5 77d. per unit. 

HACKNEY.—On the recommendation of the E.L. Committee, the 
B.C. has resolved that the price of energy for lighting railway 
companies' premises be at the rate of 8d. per unit for the first 100 
units per Kw. maximum demand per quarter, and 2d. per unit 
afterwards. 

Sr. PaNCBAS.— The St. Pancras Borough Council has received 
a letter from the L.C.C. with reference to tne application for 
& loan of £30,000 for electric lighting purposes, stating that the 
C.C. is prepared! to advance £23,960, repayable with interest at 
the rate of £3 15s. per cent. per annum by equal half-yearly inetal- 
ments of principal and interest combined within 42 years, the B.C. 
to pay the cost of the loan. The town clerk informed the 
Council that the Prudential Assurance Co. was prepared to advance 
the money at £3 12s. 6d., and, as the period was 42 years, the 
saving would run into something considerable. The Council 
deferred decision in the matter. 


Leatherhead.—The D. of T. has just given its decision 
in & oase of very considerable importance to all electric lighting 
companies. The Leatherhead and District Electricity Со. bas a 
considerable system of mains laid down in Leatherhead and also in 
Micklebam, and recently gave notice to the Epsom R.D.C. of ita 
intention to proceed forthwith to Jay mains in the Parish of Ash- 
stead, which comes within the Council's area, submitting at the same 
time plans showing that the mains were to be laid at a depth of 
18 in. under pathways and 2 ft. under the roadways. The mainsare 
Glover's three-core paper-insulated lead-covered, laid коа in 
Howard asphalt conduite. The Council refused their ғарсііор to 
the laying of the mains unless the company put them at a depth of 
3 ft. throughout. This the company objected to, and on the advice 
of their consulting engineers, Mesers. Handcock & Dykes, appealed 
to the Board. The appeal was heard on the 22nd ult., the Council 
being represented by counsel; Messrs. Handcock & Dykes, and 
Mr. L. Atkinson, the London Manager of Messrs. W. T. Glover and 
Co., the contractors for the work, gave evidence on behalf of the 


company. 

The | Council urged first that in their opipion all electric lighting 
mains, as well as gas and water maine, should be laid at a continuous 
depth of 3 ft., on account of the danger of damage, and secondly 
because, if the mains were laid at 18 in. under the pathway, and 
the roads were subsequently widened, the Council might be at the 
expense of lowering these mains if the alterations should bring them 
too close to the surface. 

The B. of T. has just announced its decision, allowing the appeal 
of the company on all points. 


Maesteg.—The U.D.C. has just obtained a prov. order 
for electric power and light within its area. At & meeting of the 
Council last Friday the subject came up for consideration as to 
which course the Council will adopt, either to erect and construct 
the whole of the generating plant, cables, &c., at ite own cost, 
or to enter into negotiations with a company, to which the Council 
would transfer its order, with a view to the company erecting and 
working the whole thing, and supplying all customers with light and 
power at a price to be arranged between Council and company, all 
public lights to be also on the same terms. It is stated that the 
probability of several large collieries taking a supply of energy for 
power will conduce to the running of the generating plant at a low 
cost. 


Manchester.—The Т.С. intends promoting a Bill in the 
next session of Parliament for power to supply electricity in bulk 
and otherwise beyond the city. 


Mansfield.—An electrical exhibition was held last week 
at the Town Hall in connection with the Corporation Electricity 
Department; all the necessary arrangements were made under 
the supervision of Mr. W. J. Chadburn, chairman of the Committee, 
and Mr. Hewlett, the electrical engineer. The object of the exhibi- 
tion was to acquaint the local public with some of the possibilities 
of electricity, including lighting, heating and mctive-power. 


Motherwell.—The Clyde Valley Electric Power Co.'s 
works, which are in course of erection, were destroyed on Thursday 
night last week. Without any warning, the large iron structures 
are stated to have collapsed, and hundreds of tons of material lay 
on the ground. The cause of the accident has not yet been ascer- 
tained, but it ie supposed to be due to the wind. Fortunately, nore 
of the workmen were injured. 


Newcastle Emlyn.—A scheme has been drawn up for 
the lighting of the district by electricity. A company is to be 
formed, and it is proposed that each shareholder of £50 and 
upwards be asked to subscribe Gd. for every £1 share to meet the 
initial expenses. It is stated that Lord Cawdor and another gentleman 
have intimated that they will each take a hundred £1 shares in the 
concern, 


Newcastle (N.S.W.).—In view of the Council' decision 
to extend its electric lighting plant, at a cost of £300, inquiries 
have been made with regard to the introduction of steam turbines, 


Newhayen,—Tho U. D. C. bas consented to the applica. 


tion of the Southern District Electricity Corporation for a piov, 
order to supply electricity to the town, 


Norwich.—The Corporation has instructed Mr. F. M. 
Long, ite electrical engineer, to obtain information as to the 
lighting of Catton by electricity. It is stated that the majority of 
the principal residents of Catton are in favour of the scheme. 


Pollokshaws.—The T.C. will not consent to the appli- 
cation of the Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. for a prov. order to 
supply electricity within the burgh, as it intends to apply for a 
similar order itself. 


Portpatrick.—The Wigtownshire C.C. has consented 
to the Portpatrick Electric Supply Co., Ltd., applying to the B. of T. 
for a prov. order for lighting the parish. 


Portsmouth,—A loan of £24,000 is to be applied for 
by the T.C. to cover the cost of leying new E.L. mains during the 
next three years. 

On the recommendation of the E.L. Committe» the T.C. has 
agreed to the sinking of a well at the E.L. works at an estimated 
cost of £762, but with an agreement that in the event of water not 
being found, the charge be £500. It is estimated that a saving of 
about £500 per annum for water will be obtained if the operations 
are successful. 


Ramsgate.—The T.C. has consented to the promotion 
by the Ramsgate and District Electric Supply Co. of an order for 
the electric lighting of the borough, subject to special terms as 
to the purchase of the undertaking by the Corporation. 


Redditch.— On the 8rd inst. the D.C. decided to obtain 
permission to raise a loan of £8500. Of this sum £5,581 
is required to cover expenditure already incurred, the remainder 
being required for extensions. 


Risca.— The I. D.C. has decided to oppose any private 
companies seeking powers to supply electricity to the town. 


St. Austell.—The U.D.C. has resolved to call the 
attention of the B. of T. to the notice the Council has received from 
the United Kingdom Electricity Syndicate, stating that the supply 
of energy will be suepended, and to ask the B. of T. if the syndicate 
were in order in the action they were taking. 


Salford.— Local comment is made on the financial position 
the Salford tramways and electricity undertakings, which, from a 
ratepayer's point of view, are not altogether catisfactory. The 
total deficiency on the electric lighting revenue account, since 
its commencement eight years ago, amounted at the end of the last 
municipal year to £35,446. The deficit on last year's working 
(£2,390) was carried forward, but the remaining £33,056 has year 
by year been paid out of the rates. The decrease in the deficiency 
from £13,214 in 1901-2 to £2,390 for the year ending March 3let 
last is accounted for by the increased demand for electricity 
for tramway traction, and the high rate of charge made for it, 
rather than to any abnormal growth in the demand for private 
consumption. For consumers who guarantee a contumption of 
50,000 units per annum for power purposes a special price of 11d. 
per unit net is charged; but the Tramways Committee, which is the 
largest consumer, is charged 2d. per unit for energy, lees 24 per 
cent. discount. Last year the Tramways Committee was supplied 
with 3,270,434 units, for which it was charged £27,384 150. 8d. 
The same amount of energy would have been supplied to any 
outside manufacturer under the special price" for £17,554—8 
difference of £9,830 against the Tramways Committee. Capital 
charges on excess of plant provided fur tramway purposes, and not 
yet brought into beneficial use, are urged in justification of the extra 
charge for energy for tramway purposes. The demand for energy 
on this account is increasing. The more energy used, the more is 
paid in reduction, not only of capital charges on tramway plant, 
but also of those on electric lighting plant. In the early part of 
the financial year, just closed, tbe whole of the tramway system was 
not in operation, and only from 120,000 to 200,000 units 
per month were consumed. By the close of the year the con- 
sumption had increased to 370,000 uvits per month. The 
probability is that, with the extensions and developments of the 
tramway system which bave recently taken place, the excess charge 
for energy wil] increase next year from £10,000 to £15,000. The 
equitable and most satisfactory way of working the tramways, it ie 
considered, would be to set aside a fixed sum for interest and sinking 
fund charges on the excess capital expenditure, and supply the Tran - 
ways Committee with energy at the came rate as the low-priced 
customer is cbarged—namely, ljd. per unit net. It is doubtful 
whether the reserve set apart to meet depreciation and renewals ie 
adequate. The Tramways Committee have promised to increase their 
contribution in aid of the rates next year to £12,000; but thie, it is 
pointed out, can only be done at theirisk of starving renewals and 
making inadequate provision for depreciation. The power charge, 
together with the demands on revenue in aid of rates, are 
said to be hampering the undertaking. 

The Council has resolved to apply to the L.G.B. for a loan of 
£10,000 for the purchase of motors for hiring-out purposes. 


Spain.—A concession has been granted to put down 
plant to utilise the water power of the River Guadalquivir sf 
Tilin in the generation of electrical energy for distribution to 
Mancha Real and Jimena for lighting and power purposes. 

A central station has iust been cempleted at Pradillo for tbe 
supply of energy for lighting purposes in a number of small towns 
in the district. Water power is utilised, the plant comprising & 
5-H. P. turbine and a 36-K W. two-phase generator. 


Stoke-on-Trent. —Tlie T. C. on Thursday decided. to 
approach the Fenton U. P. C. with a view to the Corporation supply. 
ing electricity to Fenton in bulk. 
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Sutton-in-Ashfield.— The U.D.C. has decided to apply 
to the В. of Т. for a prov. order for electric lighting within ite 
district. 

Teignmouth.—The D.C. is to apply for a prov. order to 
amend the Electric Lighting Order of 1899, to enable the Council 
to transfer the undertaking to Messrs, Crompton & Co., Ltd., upon 
such terms and conditions as, subject to the approval of the В. of T., 
might be arranged between the Council and the compavy. 


Treeton.—It bas been decided to approach the Rother- 
ham Colliery Co., with а view to theit supplying energy for the 
lighting of the district. 


West Bromwich.—The public electric lighting scheme 
for the borough wae inaugurated on Tuesday last week, wien the 
Mayor switched on the lamps along the High Street. 


West Ham.—The Council has decided to purchase a 
motor-car at a cost of £230 for Mr. J. K. Bock, the electrical engi- 
neer. It was pointed out that Mr. Bock was now eupervising work 
which would total £200,0C0, that the necessity for a means of 
quickly getting about the district was urgent, and that a saving would 
be effected by largely doing away with the cost of cabs and con- 
veyances for the electrical staff. Reports were received to the effect 
that a commencement would shortly be made in supplying electricity 
from the new works at Canning Town. The removal and re-erection of 
machinery from Abbey Mills would then be preceeded witb, and is 
expected to occupy six months. Mains are now laid in about 40 
miles of streets. 


Wood Green.—The U.D.C. has resolved to apply to the 


L.G.B. for permission to borrow £43,000 for lighting its area by 
electricity. 


Wolverhampton.—The T.C. has adopted the reccm- 
mendation of the E L. Committee for an expenditure of £850 for 
the construction of steel and timber coal bunkers outside the boiler 
house of the electric lighting works, the laying down of a 
portable railway from the bankers to the canal wharf, a distance of 
110 yds , and the provision of a three-ton electric locomotive crane 
to be run thereon. The object of this is to improve the present 
method of unloading the coal from the barges, and ite speedier 
transmission to the bunkers or stock heap as required. 

The Т.О. has also adopted a scheme whereby houses of a 
rental of from £40 to £65 a year will be wired for the electric 
light on the easy-payment system. The capital outlay per house 
will be £26, and the revenue £9 3s. 4d. a year. If this proves 
successful, the scheme will be extended to houses at lower 
rentals. 

The mains are to be extended for power purposes along Dudley 
Road, Sedgley Street and Upper Villiers Street at a cost of £1,080. 


Worthing.—The T.C. has fixed the price of energy to 
private consumers at 6d. per unit with 5 per cent. discount if 1,000 
to 5,000 units are used per year, and 10 per cent. for over 5,000 
units. 


Wormit.—The Tayside Electric Light and Gas Co. hes 
intimated that it intends to raise the price of energy 25 per cent., 
ana ela EE a minimum of 8s. per quarter, making the price 74d. per 
u 


Yardley.—The R.D.C. has resolved to apply to the 
B. of T. for a prov. order enabling it to supply electricity 
within the district. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Altrincham.—4A majority of the ‘ratepayers has, by a 
vote recently taken, declared in favour of the District Council 
applying fora prov. order for the construction of tramways in the 
district. 

Canary Islands.—Application has been made fur a con- 
cession for a projected electric tramway from the Puerto de la Luz 
to Sardinia, Canary Islands. 


Germany.—The municipal authorities of Monheim-am- 
Rhine have decided to start a service of rail-less electric cars 
between that town and the railway station at Langenfeld. 


Greenock.—The decision has just been given by the 


arbitrator appointed by the T.C. and the Tramway Со. to settlea . 


number of points of dispute in connection with the tramway lease. 
The arbitrator was asked to fix the price which the company should 
pay the Corporation for electricity over 500,000 unite. The deci- 
sion is that for each unit taken beyond this amount the company 
shall pay ‘sth of a penny, a trifle less than jd. per unit. The T.C. 
Electricity Department found that it cost them fully 1d. per unit 
to produce electricity. 


Kirkealdy.— The present extension of the electric 
tramways is nearing completion, and will be in operation by the 
beginning of December. Two more miles of line will thus be added to 
the service. The burgh authority is seeking Parliamentary powers 
to double certain parts of the original route, and, instead of lay ir g 
a single line, to have a double line to Dysart, which will be the peat 
exteusion of the service, 


Lincoln.—The B. of T. has appointed Col. Colin Scott 
Moncrieff, R.E., as arbitrator to) fix the price to be paid for the 
tramways undertaking. The Corporation resolved to purchase the 
undertaking, and to substitute an electric tram service; but the 
offer was rejected by the shareholders of the tramway company. 


London.—At Tuesday's meeting of the London County 
Council the Highways Committee reported as follows:—The 
Council on October 14th, 1902, decided to enter into an arrange- 
ment with the London Electric Supply Corporation for the tem- 
porary use by the Council of a part of the company’s premises at 
Deptford, and forthe supply of steam from the company’s boilers 
for the working of generating plant to be placed there by the 
Council in connection with the electrical working! of the New Cross 
and Greenwich sections of its tramways. The reconstruction of 
these tramways is now almost completed, and the arrangemente 
with regard to the erection of the necessary plant at the company’s 
generating station are nearly completed, and it is hoped that it may 
be practicable to commence the electrical working of the tramways 
early next year. 'The agreement entered into with the company 
with regard to the matter provides for the payment by the Council 
Cf rate to be agreed, but not excecding 14d. per unit ot electricity 
generated. The Council's plant at Deptford will be in the same 
engine room as that of the company, and the question has arisen as 
to the advisability of having two separate staffs in the same build- 
ing under different control. It has been suggested that the com- 
pany should take over the running of the mechanical plant and be 
responsible for all repairs, maintenance and stores for an inclusive 
charge of 1:654. per unit, including the supply of steam. We think 
that it would be advisable, however, for the Council to employ а 
charge engineer to give instructions as to tbe running of the plant, 
to supervise the working of the switch-gear, and also to make neces- 
sary repairs to the electrical plant. Having regard to the circum- 
stances we are of opinion that this arrangement would be the 
most economical and convenient one to be made, and it is probable 
that the extra cost involved in the increased charge of O'15d. per 
unit would not exceed the expenditure incidental to the establish- 
ment by the Council of its own staff of workmen. We msy эда 
that the rate of pay for charge engineers employed at temporary 
electricity generating stations of the London County Council Tram- 
ways wis fixed by the Council on March 17th, 1903, at from £3 10s. 
to £4 108. a week, and a charge engiceer proposed to be employed at 
Deptford will be paid according to this rate. We recommend :— 

That the resolution of October 14th, 1902, with regard to the arrangement to 
be entered into with the London Electric Sapply Corporation, in connection 
with the supply of steam power by the company for the working of the Council's 
tramways, be varied so as to provide for the payment by the Council to tte 
company in respect of the supply of steam, the running of the mechanical plant, 
the carrying ‘out of the necessary repairs, the cost of maintenance and the 
supply of stores, &c., at a rate not exceeding 1:654. per unit of electricity 
generated. 

LAMBETH.—It was resolved by the B.C. at their last meeting to 
ask the L.C.C. not to commence the work connected with the elec- 
trification of the Brixton to Streatham tramway until after the 
Christmas holidays, and then to proceed, in the business parte, with 
night and day shifts. 


Manchester.—Our notes of last week regarding the last 
half-year's working, may be supplemented by the following figures: 
— The total operating expenses per car-mile during the half-year 
were 6:67d., as compared with 6 95d. in the previous year. Elec- 
trical energy cost 1:82d., as compared with 1 94d.; traffic expenses 
— wages, cleaning, &c.—were 3:43d., as compared with 3 534. ; 
management expenses were reduced from ‘75d. to 68d.; and 
repairs and maintenance rose from ‘73d. to 74d. Mr. M'Elroy adds 
that the whole of the official staff have endeavoured by exercisiry 
economy in every poesible direction to reduce the operating 
expenses, having at the same time due regard to the efficiency of 
tbe system. "The accountant prepares for the general manager a 
weekly profit and loss account in ^rder that he may see the financial 
results of the undertaking week by week. The operating costs are 
carefully watched, and increased expenditure under any head ie at 
once detected and the head of the department concerned is asked 
for an explanation. This system tends to ensure careful ard 
economical management. 

The recent reduction of long-distance fares on the Manchester 
tramways has had the effect of stimulating traffic. The new 
circular route in the Ancoats district, connecting Philips Ра’ К with 
Piccadilly by way of Oldham Road, Butler Street and Bradford 
Road with Piccadilly was opened last week. 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.—At a meeting of the T.C. on the 
28th ult., Mr. Cail presented on behalf of the Tramways Committee, 
a report recommending the construction of a route to connect the 
routes of Chillingbam Road and Heaton Road. The estimated cost 
was £6,800. There was some warm speech-making, and in the end 
the matter was referred back to tbe Committee with instructions to 
prepare plans for submission to the T.C. 

The Tramways Committee is to obtain about 2,0C0 tons of inew 
rails to be used for renewalr, and if possible to obtain them from 
English firms, 


Paisley.—The work of electrificetion of the trams 
was begun on Monday, but the following day the Council decided 
to present a petition for interim interdict to tbe Sheriff against 
Mr. Murphy using Swedish or Norwegiau setts for the paving of 


the streets instead of Scotch granite. The matter has been one of 


dispute between the T.C. and Mr. Murphy, and it was agreed to 
refer all points of difference to a Board of Trade arbitrator. 
Pending this decision Mr. Murpby proceeded with the work, hencq 
the application for interdict, | 


(Continued on page 747.) 


A— —————ů———————ů—ů—ů — —— —— ————*—ł—ů—— M" 


742 


BRUSSELS ELECTRIC TRAMWA VS. 


ELECTRIC traction has been in operation in part of Brussels 
since the year 1894, with both overhead trolley and under- 
ground conduit sections added at various dates. These tram- 
ways were fed with direct current from a generating station, 
which was extended as required to cope with the demand ; 
but when, in 1899, the Tramways Co. obtained a concession 
for the working of the whole of its lines by electric traction 
for 45 years, in addition to certain external routes, it became 
necessary to reorganise the whole of the arrangements for the 
supply of power to the lines. It was decided to establish an 
entirely new power station on the bank of the Charleroi Canal, 
from which electricity generated on the three-phase system 
should be transmitted at high pressure to sub-stations 
equipped with transformers and rotary converters. 

The works are laid out parallel to the canal, with ample 
space for extensions, and are founded on armoured concrete 
1°5 m. thick, extending over the whole of the site of the 
buildings. The latter are of the steel frame type, carried on 
walls about 4 m. high from the foundation; the structure of 
the walls and roofs is indicated in the sectional view given 
herewith. There are two chimneys, one at each end of the 
boiler house, 60 m. high and 3 m. in diameter. 

À masonry channel brings water from the canal alongside 
the engine room for condensing, the hot water being after- 
wards returned to the canal at a point 100 m. away. 

The boiler house contains 10 boilers, made by Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox, each having 176 tubes, with a total 
heating surface of 350 ms.; these are arranged in batteries 
ef two each, and are hand-fired with the exception of two, 
which are provided with ‘chain grate stokers. A Green 
economiser is fitted to each battery, consisting of 280 tubes, 
and Babcock-Wilcox superheaters are also provided. The 
working pressure is 150 lba. per sq. in. Eight additional 


boilers from the old generating station are to be transferred 
to the new works. 
The feed pumps are 
driven direct by 
the main engines ; 
two separate steam- 
driven pumps and 
one motor - driven 
pump are also in- 
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the main range, to which the branches from the boilers and 
engines are connected. The piping is of drawn steel. 

The engine room at present contains four generating sets 
of 1,500 Kw. each, and space is available for three similar 
sets. The engines were built at the works of Messrs. Van 
de Kerchove, and are of the tandem compound two-crank 
four-cylinder horizontal type, with piston valve gear, driving 
direct the main shaft, which carries the magnet fly-wheel of 
the alternator. The engines are designed for steam at an 
initial pressure of 135 lbs. per sq. in., superheated to 275— 
800° C. The cylinders are 680 and 1,090 mm. in diameter, 


SECTION OF POWER BTATION. 


with a stroke of 1,200 mm., and the speed is 94 revolutions 
per minute. The maximum cyclic variation during one 
revolution is estimated at 1 in 400. The rotor of the alter- 
nator, which serves as fly-wheel, has a fly-wheel effect of 
700,000 kgm.-m. E 

The normal output of each set of engines is 1,800 B. H. P., 
and the maximum for short periods is 2,800 B.m.P. The 
crank pins are 210 x 260 mm. long, and the main bearings 
830 x 580 mm. long; the piston rod is 130 mm. in 
diameter. The piston valves are provided with packing 
rings, and have a very short travel in a vertical direction. 
The high pressure cylinders are not jacketed, but the steam 
is reheated in the 
receiver by means 
| of live steam before 
j entering the low- 
[ pressure cylinders, 
— passing round the 
jackets of the latter 
on the way. Each 
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tirely by machinery, 
as far as the stoking 
floor. For this pur- 
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cocks, &c., are 
brought together at 


pose a grab, holding 
about half a ton, 
is suspended over 
the canal by means 
of an iron frame- 
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the barges into a 
hopper, whence it 
passes by way of a 
coal-crusher on toan endless belt, running over the whole length 
of the bunkers. The coal is automatically weighed before 
passing into store. From the bunkers the coal is fed as 
required into an oscillating trough, which delivers it to an 
endless belt conveyor running to the boiler house. Here 
the coal is received by a bucket chain conveyor, which 
carries it into hoppers delivering on the stoking floor in 
front of the respective boilers; the same conveyor is used 
to remove the ashes from beneath the boilers to separate 
hoppers. 

The steam range in the boiler house forms a complete 
ring, one leg of which is used solely to connect the ends of 


GENERAL ABBANGEMBNT OF THE SYSTEM. 


a point convenient 
for the supervision 
and control of the 
whole machine. In 
addition, the 
governors are 
equipped with elec- 
trical controlling 
gear by means of 
which the switch- 
board atten- 
dant can vary the speed in paralleling the alternators. 

The latter were built by the Union Elektricitäts Gesell- 
schaft, of Berlin, to whom we are indebted for assistance in 
the preparation of this article; they are designed for an out- 
put of 1,500 kilo-volt amperes at 6,600 volta, three-phase, 
with a frequency of 25 cycles per second. The rotating field 
magnet carries 32 poles, wound with bare copper coils 
separated by impregnated paper; damping rings of bronze 
are affixed to the polar expansions. 

The armature core is provided with nearly closed groo 
wound with coils coupled up in delta fashion. The machines 
are designed for an efficiency of 96 per cent., with unity 
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power factor, at a load of 1,250 Kw., and can support an 
overload of 50 per cent. for half an hour. 

There are three;eight-pole exciting dynamos, two driven 
by induction motors off the 6,600-volt mains, the third 
steam-driven ; each of these has an output of 100 Kw. at 
110 volte, running at 250'r.p.m. A storage battery of 500 
smpere-ho urs en- 
sures the main- 
tenance of opera- 
tion in case of fail- 
ure of the exciters, 
and is also used, 
with or without one 
of these, to supply 
the light and power 
circuit of the works, 
which}is kept quite 
separate from the 
exciting circuits. 

The. switchgear 
is controlled from 
an elevated plat- 
form, shown in our 
illustrations, by 
means of a switch- 
board carrying only 
low-pressure ı cir- 
спів; all the high- 
pressure apparatus is 
housed in separate 
compartments of 
masonry. The high-pressure switches are of the oil-break type, 
operated by small direct-current motors. The switchboard 
consists of three sections; one controls the whole of the direct- 
current plant for excitation, lighting and power of the works, 
and battery charging, and comprises three dynamo panels, one 
for the bettery, three for the auxiliary plant, and one for the 
battery booster. Another section controls the high pressure 
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remaining section includes the measuring apparatus in 
circuit with the generators, feeders and motors, and the relays 
which actuate the automatic oil-break switches. This section 
is on the front of the platform, the instruments being 
mounted on copper tubes, between which the attendant 
has a clear view of the running plant. Besides the 
usual ammeters and 
voltmeters, phase- 
meters are used on 
the generator panels, 
and wattmeters on 
both these and the 
induction motor 
panels, А Lincoln 
synchronoscope is 
mounted over the 
| ceutre of the board, 
| to indicate'the 
direction in which 
an ineoming gene- 
rator is out of phase, 
and the moment of 
synchronism. 

The main bus- 
bars are divided by 
two oil switches 
into three sections, 
to each of which 
some of the feeders 
and generators are 
connected. The! oil 

switches are of the type developed by the General Electric 
Co., U.S.A., and recently illustrated in our pages. 

Eight feeders leave the generating station to supply three 
sub-stations, each of which supplies power to! a separate 
portion of the tramway system. ‘Two of these are situated 
in the old generating stations, making use of the existing 
low pressure D.C. feeders from these points; the third is 


GENERAL View OF ENGINE Коом. 


switches in connection with the generators, feeders, induction 
motors driving the exciters, and sections of the bus-bars ; 
the state of the respective switches is shown by pilot 
lamp. On this section are mounted also the hand-wheels of 
the rheostata of the excitera, and the switches controlling the 
motors which regulate the governors of the engines. The 


situated at a convenient point nearly equi-distant from the 
others. All three are similarly equipped, save'in the number 
of rotary converters installed. 

"75 ТЬе largest sub-station contains five 550-K w. converters of 
the six-phase type, each connected with three transformers 
of 200 xw. each. The latter reduce the primary preesvre 


F 


144 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol53. No.1,354, Моткмвив 6, 1903. 


of 6,600 volts (0:410 volts for the converters, which generate 
direct current: at 550 volta. The terminals of each trans- 
former, secondary are connected by means of slip rings with 
two diametrically opposite. points of the armature. The 
transformers are cooled by air blast, and have an efficiency 
of 98 per cent. for | | 
а power factor of ———————— 
unity, while the | 
converters have an 
efficiency of 94 per 
cent, under the 
same conditions. 
The latter are 
compound wound, 
and can endure.an 
overload of 50 ‘per 
cent. for half į an 
hour. They are 
normally started 
from the direct- 
current side, by 
means of a 75-KW. 
dynamo driven by 
an induction motor. 
A storage battery 
of 60 ampere-hours 
capacity at 500 
volts is used : in 
parallel with е 
starting set, and serves also as a stand-by to the latter, 
besides providing power for lighting and for night work. 
Each of the incoming feeders passes through oil-break 
switches on the way to the main bus-bars, from which leads 
are taken, again through oil-break switches, to the trans- 
formers.  Reactance coils in series with the secondaries are 
provided, to enable the compound winding of the converters 
to take effect. The secondary coils are sub-divided so that, 
if desired, the converters can be started from the alternating 
side without excessive current rashes. 


BnRussRLS Tramways Powers STATION! g/SwrrTCH GALLERY. 


thereon is generally similar to that of the generating station, 
with the addition of low pressure direct current apparatus 
for the feeders to the tramways. 
The system in general comprises a total: length of ‘about 
50 miles of double track, partly on the overhead trolley 
and partly on 
the conduit sys- 
-tem, with an 
ordinary service of 
190 “trains” of 
15 tons each, and 
а service of 295 
trains of the same 
weight in times of 
heavy load ; it is, 
therefore, an un- 
dertaking of ocon- 
siderable magni- 
tude. 

In conclusion, 
we may refer our 
readers who desire 
more detailed par- 
ticulars to a pa 
read before the 
Société Belge 
d'Electriciens by 
Messrs, E. D'Hoop 
and J.  Ped- 

riali, and published in the Bulletin of that society in 
May last. 
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THE E.C.A. PROPOSED MODEL WIRING 
SPECIFICATION. 


IN 8 paper read by Mr. W. R. Rawlings on Tuesday evening 
before the Electrical Contractors’ Association, a model speci- 


BRUSSELS Tramways POWER STATION : 


The switchboard includes separate panels for each feeder, 
the starter motor and generator, each side of the several 
converters, and for the battery. The apparatus mounted 


INTERIOR OF BOILER HOUSE. 


fication for electric wiring and fitting was introduced and 
debated on. The specification was published in the last 
issue of the organ of the Association, and members had there- 
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fore had fall opportunity for digesting its very simple con- 
struction, whilst no doubt many of our readers have been 
able to do the same. That some uniformity in wiring speci- 
fications is urgently wanted it is unnecessary to say; the 


BBRussmLs Tramways PowER STATION: HIGH-PRESSURE бітон GEAR. 


wiring trade is absolutely at the mercy of the fads of con- 
sulting engineers, supply authorities, and insurance offices— 
to say nothing of the consumers and of—the contractors ; and 
whilst this condition of affairs lasts wiring must ever remain 
a precarious business, and one which cannot be con- 
ducted on the- lines of maximum efficiency. That 
the tendency to-day ia towards standardisation is evi- 
denced by the committee now sitting for the allied 
engineering trades, and also by the energetic attempt 
on the part of the Institution of Electrical Engineers to 
provide a uniform set of wiring rules, But when we come 
to wiring specifications, the task at once becomes more 
difficult, owing to the 
number of conflicting in- 
terests of a personal nature. 
Were the members of the 
Contractors’ Association 
the only parties whose 
interests are involved, we 
Bhould wish, naturally, 
nothing better than to see 
them combine to resist any 
other but their standard 
specification. But it can- 
not be denied—and we 
are sure Mr. Rawlings 
would be the first to admit 
—that the whole matter is 
one of give and take; and 
any settlement on the lines 
suggested must be by nego- 
tiation and compromise 
with the other side. This 
would not be difficult were 
the other side all of one 
opinion, and here will 
come the rub. Never- 
theless, the E.C.A. deserve 
the thanks of the whole 
electrical trade and pro- 
fession for the task which 
they have had the courage to tackle, and their good wishes 
for its happy fulfilment. | 

One of the chief grievances touched on by Mr. Rawlings 
was that by the very indefiniteness of many specifications 


the contractor is put to great disadvantage in competition. 
Those whose work it is to draw up specifications often 
appear to think that the number of pages is a measure of 
their own value as consultants, and verbosity flourishes at 
the expense of lucidity. Then, again, the 
author rightly complained of the way 
consulting engineers frequently ignore 
what is on the market and specify their 
own fads, thereby increasing the cost of 
the installation to the consumer. With 
commendable fairness he suggested that 
such action perhaps brings about im- 
provements and maintains a high istan- 
dard of work; but surely electrical 
fittings and accessories have been suf- 
ficiently standardised and most of their 
faults eliminated during the many years 
of the makers’ experience, and the con- 
sultant who fails to realise these facta 
can be nothing else than pedantic. 

That the contractor has another griev- 
ance in the surveyor and architect can 
also not be denied, especially when these 
gentlemen provide specifications copied 
from one kept in their offices for this 
purpose. Looking at the other side, 
Mr. Rawlings had a tilt at his own con- 
fréres who provide the innocent consumer 
with specifications which he cannot under- 
stand, and who, therefore, gives his 
decision in favour of the lowest cost, and 
possibly the worst specification. 

Mr. Rawlings feels sure that if the 
E.C.A. can agree upon a specification, 
architecta, surveyors and consumers will 
accept it, as well as certain general conditions ; we observe 
that consulting engineers are not mentioned—no doubt an 
accidental omission, but it is with this class that the 
agreement will have to be made, and, with all due deference 
to the E.C.A., this should be admitted from the beginning. 
It is easy enough for one side to ultimately agree amongst 
themselves, and it would only be human nature for them to 
come to а decision favouring théir own interests. But the 
consulting engineer represents the consumer and his interests, 
and, therefore, it is a clear case for compromise. For 
instance, some of the suggestions thrown out for the benefit 
of consulting engineers (we might rather say, of the con 
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BnRussELS Tramways: CONVERTER SUB-STATIOX. 


tractors) will certainly require modification. It seems 
unnecessary to provide travelling expenses for the contractor 
if the site is more than 10 miles from his office ; the con- 
tractor should include this in his price, and if he loses the 
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job because another contractor is nearer, then he will be more 
lucky when the other contractor is farther off another job. 
He must take the long with the short. Again, if firms are 
invited:to tender, it is certainly unreasonable to ask for a 
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bank note to be enclosed with their offer ; but if the com- 
petition is an open one to all comers, the proviso is, we think, 
uite ne Of course, the suggestion that contractors 
should obtain all goods is the raison d'étre of the 
E.C.A.; certainly a stipulation might be made that 
any goods provided by the consumer or his agent, 
should be the subject of a special arrangement 
as to fixing, ora commission might be allowed the contractor 
on their invoiced value. We quite agree that the con- 
tractor should be protected against the consumer in the 
matter of preventing him from completing a job, and also 
for non-payment on presentation of certificates. But how 
this is to be enforced without a stamped agreement, we fail 
to see, and there will always be contractors willing to waive 
such conditions. Speaking generally. there is no reason why 


THE BRITISH 


settled from within; let them observe the methods of the 
other trades, and we shall be surprised if they do not find a 
solution of the problem. 

As to the technical part of the specification, the clauses as 
set forth appear to be based on all that is best and necessary, 
and to eliminate all the unnecessary verbiage with which so 
many consultants’ specifications are now adorned. Under 
the circumstances it is perhaps difficult to criticise what is 
the result of so many years’ experience ; but there are a few 
remarks to be made which may possibly clear up certain 
misconceptions. For instance, it is stated that “the area 
of the wires to be such that the current density shall not 
exceed 1,000 amperes per aq. in.,” whereas at the end we are 
told that the whole of the work . . . . shall comply with 
the rules of the Institution of Electrical Engineers,” in 
which the above standard of density is not recognised. 
Speaking of Simplex tubes, the specification reads: ‘ The 
whole to be so arranged with junction boxes as to allow as 
far as possible the wire being drawn in or out." The italics 
are ours, as we fail to see why there should be any 
qualification. A tube system should, if proper work is 
carried out, be a draw-through system; otherwise 
the cost of junction boxes, &c. may as well be 
saved. Again, why should “ wall plugs, bracket pendants, 
wiring and fixing of the ваше,” not be included in the 
specification ? Surely this seems a rather curious condition. 

Dealing with the fittings and accessories, the heart of at 


Rotor or TTT K Murer. 


least one supplier will rejoice at the stipulation that lampe 
are to be of British manufacture. But why not holders, 
wires, ceiling roses, fittings, and, in fact, all material used 
on the job ? 

The lamp stipulation is an interesting one, though, and 
we wonder how many contractors will be able to conscienti- 
ously carry it out unless it be made а question of agreement 
as between the E.C.A. and the E.M.A. And then those 
members of the latter who do not make lamps themeelves 
will rightly want some other concession. Taken as a whole, 
we should advise, perhaps, a little more detail, even at the 
sacrifice of some brevity, but this part of the specification 
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SINGLE-PHASE INDUCTION ImTEGBATING WaTTMETER, Туры “К.” (See opposite page.) 


electrical contractors should work under other conditions 
of contract than builders, decorators, furnishers and other 
tradesmen, or why they should have any special considerations 
as to payment. We think it is largely a matter to be 


should admirably serve as the basis of the final standard 

specification; as the terms of reference, in fact, for the 

committee which we hope will be formed for the purpose. 
As to the general conditions, not having them before us 
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we are unable to express any opinion. The schedule of 
prices is а simple matter, which can easily be settled ; that 
submitted appears as clear as should be required by the 
most exacting. In conclusion, Mr. Rawlings is to be con- 
gratulated on the tactfal, though brief, manner in which he 
introduced the subject, and the farther action of the E.C.À. 
will be watched with interest by all concerned. We cannot 
refrain also from sympathising with the author in his views 
on the large number of different voltages in the London 
area, and if the E.C.A. carry out his suggestion to approach 
the Board of Trade, another step will be made—a very small 
one, we fear—in the direction of standardisation and efficiency. 
Bat the task they have already undertaken would be as 
nothing compared with this one, in spite of the recently issued 
report of the Committee on Engineering Standards.  Thatit 
would receive the support of all lamp and motor makers 
we are sure, for, as Mr. Rawlings aptly says, this want of 
uniformity is without doubt detrimental to the best interests 
of the public and of all those engaged in the electrical 
industry, 


SINGLE-PHASE INTEGRATING WATTMETER. 


THE induction type of watt-hour meter, from the earliest 
days of the induction motor principle, has received close 
attention, and has passed through many stages of evolution 
calculated to remove its defects and to increase its accuracy 
and range of application. Among ite most gerious drawbacks 
were its inaccuracy on inductive loads, and its small torque. 
A new pattern of induction meter has recently been intro- 
duced by the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and 
styled * Type K," which, it is claimed, exhibits marked 
improvements over previous meters of this form. The general 
appearance of the meter, both open and closed, is shown by 
the accompanying illustrations. The meter is remarkably 
small, occupying a space only 64 in. wide x 84 in. high, 
and weighing only 13 lbs., so that it is convenient to handle 
and unobtrusive in position. All the parts are interchange- 
able and are readily accessible, and great attention has been 
paid to simplifying the fixing and levelling of the meter; to 
this end, an ingenious modification of the well-known hole, 
slot and plane system has been adopted, the meter being 
supported at three points—one at the top, and one on each 
side at the bottom. At the top there is a vertical slot, 
while one of the lower attachments is hook-shaped; the 
third is a plain round hole, and in order to remove the 
meter only one screw—the one passing through this hole— 
has to be removed. The terminals are placed at the sides, 
near the top. 

The front cover is an aluminium casting, which fits into 
a deep groove in the frame, lined with felt so as to be proof 
against dust and insects ; the readings are taken through a 
single window in the front cover. The dials are direct- 
reading in kilowatt-hours, and are large and clear. 

The rotating part consists of a seamless aluminium 
cylinder supported by a light spider on a vertical shaft, 
which rotates on a spring-supported sapphire jewel, of 
standard design, and readily interchangeable without affecting 
the adjustments of the meter. 

The winding consists of two series coils, and a pressure 
coil connected in series with a reactance coil, by means of 
which the current in the pressure coil is made to lag 
practically 90? behind the line pressure. The. combined 
action of the three coils produces а moving field, which 
exerts a torque upon the aluminium cylinder proportional to 
the power used at any moment. 

The cylinder passes between the poles of a permanent 
magnet, which produces a retarding torque proportional to 
the speed, so that the resultant speed of the disc is pro- 
portional to the power, and the counting train, which is 
driven by a worm on the shaft, records the energy used in 
watt-hours. 

A novel and important feature of the “type K” meter, 
is the fact that the rotating purts of the meter can be 
removed en bloc without in any way affecting the calibration 
of the meter, thus affording ready access to other parta. 
This is accomplished by removing the regiatering mechanism, 
which is securely held in place by two screws, 


The meter is provided with a starting coil to overcome 
the slight mechanical friction of the instrument, and to 
ensure accurate registration on light loads. The position 
of this coil is adjusted by the screws А and в (shown in one 
of our illustrations), the speed of the meter being increased - 
on light loads by loosening screw 5 and tightening screw A. 
When this adjustment has been correctly made for light 
loads, there is no risk of the meter “ creeping ” without load 
if the voltage of the supply circuit increases. 

The meter is readily adapted to suit a change in the 
frequency of the supply, e.g., from 100 to 50 cycles, or vive 
versa. The change from high to low frequency is accom- 
plished by closing the circuit at D (shown in one of the 
figures) by soldering the large copper wires together, while 
to change from low to high frequency the inverse operation 
is required —unsoldering and separating the ends of the wires. 
This is a valuable feature which, we believe, is entirely new, 
enabling the change to be made without removing any of 
the parts or returning the meter to the manufacturers. 

The introduction of the simple and ingenious improve- 
ments outlined above appears to us to mark an important 
advance towards the evolution of the perfect meter, and the 
release of the station engineer from some of his many 
worries, 


ELEOTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 741.) 


Nottingham.—Speaking at a municipal election meeting 
last week, Alderman Brownsword, chairman of the Tramways Com- 
mittee, made it clear that there was less likelihood than ever of an 
adoption of universal penny fares. He bad been impressed by some 
Sheffield figures. He said that in Sheffield the experiment was 
made of universal penny fares, with the result that in five months 
the working expenses of the tram system, it was said, were 
increased by £4,748, whilst the returns remained stationary. On 
these figures, the Nottingham Tramwayr Committee’s present 
intention to make no alteration in the existing scale of fares is 
strengthened. The present number of passengers carried weekly 
on the Nottingham cars is 585,000; that is the minimum figure. 


Paisley.—A start has at last been made with the con- 
version of the Paisley tramway system from horse haulage to 
electric traction. On Monday morning the work was commenced at 
the east end of the line, where the junction with the Glasgow 
Corporation system will be effected. The estimated cost is £320,000. 
The main line from the junction with the Glasgow Corporation 
system will run right through to Johnstone, and be a double line. 
The branch lines will also be double when possible. The line to 
Johnstone will be completed first by the end of March next, it is 
expected, and the whole system by June. 


St. Helens.— The T.C. and the local tramways company 
seem fated to be in a state of constant tension. First, trouble arose 
over running terms, then over goods traffic terms. Lately, trouble 
arose over track and traction. The Council complained that 
the company’s car-wheels were bad and were spoiling the track, 
and the company complained that the Corporation track was bed 
and was spoiling the car-wheels, and at that the particular trouble 
still stands. The company has just induced the Tramways 
Committee to reduce the capital amount on which the company pays 
interest by £400, but the Committee will set off as from the 
beginning of November the claim by the Corporation against the 
company for repairs to the overhead equipment, again:t tbe claim 
of the company for stoppages through the failure of the Corporation 
to supply the necessary power for working. It isto be hoped that 
this arrangement will be satisfactory to both parties. 


Soothill Nether.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply for 
powers to construct tramways and work or lease the same, to pur- 
chase land, and erect an electricity station and refuse destructor, 
and to widen certain streets, this work being necessary if the tram- 
ways are put down. Dewsbury and Ossett Corporations are also 
seeking powers to construct tramways, and it is intended that the 
line shall run from Dewsbury Market Place, through Soothill 
Nether, and forward to Ossett Market Place. The plant at 
Boothill Nether is intended to supply electricity to private cus- 
tomers and energy for the tramways in the Council's area. 


Walsall.—On Thursday last week a trial trip was run on 
the new lines laid down by the Corporation. These, together with 
the existing lines in the borough, will commence running on January 
let next. The car was run over all three new lines, one to Walsall 
Wood being nearly four miles in leogth, that on the Birmingham 
Road being two miles long, and the third to Willenhall being 
between two and three miles in extent. Altogether the Corporation 
will, at the end of the present year, be responsible for the working 
of over 12 miles of track. The tramways are now ready for 
the Board of Trade inspection. The total expenditure involved is 


. estimated at about £150,000. 
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Southend.—Objections to the confirmation of the 
Bouthend and Colchester Light Railways Order must be lodged with 
the Board of Trade by November 21st. 


West Bromwich.—On Tuesday Colonel Von Donop 
made a Board of Trade inspection of the lines which have been 
laid in Slim Lane and Bromford Lane. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Imports of Foreign Telegraph Cables.—The imports 
of foreign telegraph cables and apparatus into this country last 
month amounted to only £2,668, as compared with £8,381 in 
August last, bringing up the total for the first nine morths of the 
year to £44,780. 


International Telegraph Conference.—<Accordi g to 
the Times, the Government of India have issued a statement out- 
lining the revised convention and regulations adopted by the London 
International Telegraph Conference in May last, which are to 
come into force on July 1st next. The new arrangements, includ- 
ing the decision not to make the official vocabulary compulsory, are 
described as according with the wishes and interests of the c^mmer- 
cial community and the public generally in India, and as being 
calculated to put an end, once and for all, to the constant disputes 
as to the admissibility or otherwise of doubtful code words. Under 
the convention such words, which may be real or artificial, must be 
composed of syllables capable of pronunciation according to the use 
of language in German, English, Spanisb, French, Dutch, Italian, 
Portuguese or Latin; and the words must not exoeed ten letters 
according to the Morse alphabet. Conbinations not fulfilling these 
conditions will be considered as letter ciphers, and will be charged 
accordingly, viz, at the rate of five letters per word. Words 
formed by joining two or more plain language words, contrary to 
the usage of language, are inadmissible. 


Wireless Telegraphy.— Prof. Silvanus Thompson lec- 
tured on Tuesday at the Hampstead Conservatoire on wireless tele- 
graphy. In the course of his lecture he expressed the opinion that 
the importance of most of the present experiments was exaggerated, 
and that the trail of the financier had been the bane of wireless 
telegraphy. 


OONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. А 


Barrow-in-Furness.—The Corporation wants tenders 
for the completion of the electric lighting installation at Hawcoat 
and Walney Police Stations and the Pig Slaughtering Hall and 
Lairage at the Public Abattoirs. Tarticulars at the borough engi- 
neer’s office, Town Hall. 


Beckenham.—November 9th. Electric wiring under 
free wiring scheme. See " Official Notices " October 16tb. 


Bermondsey.—Novemter ЗЬ.  Low-teneicn feeder, and 
arc lighting, cables; arc and incandescent lamps, standards, awitch- 
boxes, &c. See Official Notices October 30th. 


Blackpool. November 14th. One 450-Kw. traction 


set (vertical triple-expansion engine and multipolar generator). See 
„Official Notices” October 23rd. 


Brighton, — December 7th. Six water-tuke boilere, 
piping, tanks, and sur dry other steam plant, for the Southwick 
power station. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Ceylon.—December Ist. The Ceylon Government is 
inviting proposals from those willing to enter into a contract for the 
supply of electrical energy to the various cffices, buildings, and 
premises of the Government, for a term of yeara commencing on or 
about August let, 1905. Proposals must be delivered, under seal, 
at the office of the Colonial Secretary, Colombo, on or before 
December let, 1903. The Gaz«tc containing a full nctice may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W. 


Chorley.—The Corporation invites offers for its electric 
lighting order. See “Official Notices " October 23rd. 


Dartford.— November 9th. The Metropolitan Asylums 
Board wants tenders for а telephone system for Darenth Asylum. 
See “ Oflicial Notices“ to-day. 


Dublin.— November 14th. 
" Official Notices” to-day. 


Epsom.—November 11th. The U.D.C. wants tenders 
for the supply of certain cables, H. F. Foster, resident engineer, 


Glasgow, &c,—May-Oatwuy Fire Appliances, Ltd., are 
inviting tenders for wiring for a number of installations of their 
fire alarm system. See Official Notices October 60th. 


Arc lamp carbons, Ses 


Great Western Railway.—December 7th. Water-tube 
boilers, engines, three-phase generators and auxiliary plant, for the 
Park Royal power station. See Official Notices" to-day. 


Harrogate, — November 16th. 
See Official Notices October 30th. 


Hornsey.—November 30th. Meterr, indicators and fuse- 
boxes. See “ Official Notices to-day. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative :—Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply scheme. See “ Official 
Notices " August 28th. 


Kilmarnoek.—November 18th. Lancashire boilers; 
engines and dynamos; стапе; battery; and switchboard for elec- 
tricity scheme, See Official Notices" October 9th. 


Kirkealdy.— November 23rd. One 400 - xw. steam 
engine and dynamo for lighti:g and traction. See Official 
Notices” to-day. 


Leeds.—November 13th. Forty-five tons of piping 
and valves for the electricity works. See Official Notices October 
23rd. 


High tension mains. 


Maesteg.—The Courcil invites proposals from those 
willing to take over electric lighting powers for the district. See 
Official Notices to-day. 


Plymouth. November 14th. The Corporation is in- 
viting tenders for an electric lighting installation for tbe Borough 
Asylum, Blackadon. Specifications, &c., from Mr. E. G. Okell, 
borough electrical engineer. 


Radeliffe.— November 14th. Lighting and traction 
switchboards and accessories; rail bonds for the U.D.C. See 
“ Official Notices October 23rd. 


Sweden.—Tenders are at present being invited by the 
municipal authorities of Wisby for the electric lighting of the 
town. 


Swindon. — November 16tb. Steel poles, overhead 
equipment for tramways, arc lamps, &c., for the Corporation. See 
" Official Notices " to-day. 


Swindon.—November 23rd. Traction switchboard and 
feeder cables. See Official Notices to-day. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).— December 30th. Tenders will be 
received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, 
New South Wales, from persons desirous of contracting for the 
tupply to the Departmental Stores, Sydney, of telegraph, telephone, 
and electric light material. Specifications, &., may be seen, and 
tender forms obtained at the General Post Offices, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Hobart and Perth. Samples may 
also be seen at Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide. 


Wednesbury. — November 20th. Electric wiring of 
public buildings, See "Official Notices October 23rd. 


Whitehaven.—November 15tb. Electric wiring, &c., 
for thé new infirmary. See Official Notices” to-day. 


OLOSED. 
Epsom.—The U.D.C. has accepted the following ten- 


ders :— 


Reason Manufacturing Co., for 50 meters. 
Mather & Platt, Ltd., for oil filters. 
Meldrum Bros., Ltd., for a refuse destructor, £2,750. 


Halifax.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Electric Construction Co, Ltd., of Wolverhampton, for the supply 
of a 75C-kw. direct current dynamo coupled to а Pollit & Wigz.ll 
horizontal cross-compound engine, for £6,631. 


Hull.—The Corporation ‘Telephones Committee has 
accepted ‘the tender of the Ericsson Bell Telephone Co. for the 
supply cf telephone instruments and switchboard, at £2,757. 


II ford.— The U. D.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Milnes, Voss & Co., for nine roof-coverings for tramcare, at £70 10s. 
per car. 


Nelson. — The tender of Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., of 
Edinburgb, for the supply cf a 400-Kw. engine and dynamo fer the 
electricity worke, has been accepted by the T. C. 


Preston.— The T. C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., for the supply of 30 electric cars at £472 
each. The Tramways Committee recommended the acceptance of a 
further tender by the same firm for certain permanent way and 
overbead construction work, with the Lorain Co.'s epecial equip- 
ment as specified, for the sum of £80,592. This tender was, how. 
ever, referred back to tbe Tramways Committee, 
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London.—The Highways Committee on Tuesday reported 
to the L. C. O. on the tenders received for four 5,000-H.P. engines 
required for the Greenwich tramways power station, and recom- 
mended that of Mersre. John Musgrave & Sons, Ltd, of Bolton, for 
acceptance. The following is a list :— 

Fullerton, Hodgart & Barclay, Ltd., Paisley (incomplete) .. £86,617 

Maschinenfabrik Buckau Aktien-Gesellschaft, Magdeburg (not 

to specification) .. zs si m - 59 € .. 88, 871 

Cole, Marchent & Morley, Ltd., Bradford .. T "P .. 84,921 

Wallsend Slipway and Engineering Co., Ltd., Wallsend-on- 


Tyne (German steel) .. " D E ais s 88.525 

0. do. (English steel) ss „> .. 92.525 
A. Borsig, Berlin (incomplete). - x S x .. 92,695 
Davey, Paxman & Co., Ltd., Colchester T - € .. 96,693 
John Musgrave & Sons, Ltd., Bolton .. dia 2 5% . . 96,718 
Ferranti, Ltd., Hollinwood, Lancs.  .. Es és vs .. 99 250 
Allis Chalmers Co., London èi s е “> x .. 99,750 
Yates & Thom, Blackburn Am “её E A са . . 100,680 
Aktieselskabet Burmeister & Wains, Copenhagen. ee .. 105,688 
Gourlay Bros. & Co., Dundee. A es Ре ix . 107,168 
D. Stewart & Co. (1902), Ltd., Glasgow xe 2 an . . 109,068 
Do. do. do. (alternative) a . . 105,192 
Willans & Robinson, Ltd., Rugby zs 5% ө» EN . . 131,857 


The Committee reported -— 

“The tenders bave been carefully examined by the Council's 
electrical engineer, and we have had before us his report upon them. 
As the result of our consideration of the matter, we are of opinion 
that the tender of Messrs. John Musgrave & Sons, Ltd., amounting 
to £96,713, should be accepted. It was not possible to consider the 
first two tenders, as that of Messrs. Fullerton, Hodgart & Barclay, 
Ltd., was incomplete, wbile the second lowest tender was not in 
accordance with the Council's specification. The next lowest ten- 
der amounts to £84921 10s., or £11,791 10s. below that of Messrs. 
Musgrave & Sons, which, it is suggested, should be accepted. Ав 
the difference between the two tenders is about 12 per cent , we 
have given very careful consideration to the course which should be 
taken in the matter. 

“Certain details of construction of the engines were left to the 
tenderers to decide, and we have, therefore, in considering the 
matter, borne in mind tbe relative advantages of the various pro- 
posals submitted by the firms who have tendered, having regard to 
the Council’s requiremente. Moreover, in view of the vital import- 
ance of the engines to the success of the tramways undertaking, we 
have also felt compelled to take into account the experience and 
qualifications of the firms submitting tenders to undertake so large 
a work, as it involves the largest order for engincs which has ever 
been given by a municipal body. In order that there should be no 
risk of failure, and that the best possible form of construction 
should bs secured, we are of opinion that the extra expenditure 
involved by accepting the tender of Messrs. Musgrave & Sons is 
fully justified, as it is essential to the successful completion of the 
large and costly tramway works which the Council has in band that 
the most satisfactory results should be obtained from the engines. 

" Messrs. Musgrave & Sons have submitted the names of certain 
firms to whom they propose to sublet different portions of the 
work, and we are advised that no objection need be raised to that 
course. The necessary expenditure is provided for in the estimate 
approved by the Council on Jaly 21st, 1903 (p. 1213), for the pro- 
ety of plant at the Greenwich generating station. We recom- 
mend :— 

“ (4) That, subject to the result of tbe usual inquiries proving 
satisfactory, the tender of Messrs. John Musgrave & Sons, Ltd., be 
accepted for the supply and erection, for the sum of £96,713, of 
the four 5,000-H.P. steam engines required for use at the elec- 
tricity generating station now being established at Greenwich, in 
connection with the electrical working of the Councii's tramways. 

“ (b) That, in connection with the supply of the engines referred 
to in the foregoing resolution, Messrs. John Musgrave & Sons, Ltd., 
be sllowed to sublet the following portions of the work to the 
undermentioned firms or to such other firms as may be approved by 
the engineer under the contract, namely, (1) to Messrs. John Brown 
and Co., Sheffield, the manufacture of the heavy forgings; (2) to 
Messrs. J. Webb & Co., Bury, the manufacture of the light forgings ; 
and (3) to Messrs. W. Jessop & Sons, Sheffield, the manufacturers of 
the steel castings.” 


Railway Signalling.—A Darlington correspondent of a 
London paper says that the Certral South African Railways bave 
placed important contracts for the equipment of the lines in the 
Orange River Colony with the Tyers Electric Signalling System at 
an estimated cost of over £49,000. 


South America.— Mesers. Mather & Platt. Ltd., have 
sublet the contract for 44 motor-starting switches, from J4 B. H. P. 
to 42 B.H.P., and 44 double-pole switches, to Messrs. Bray, Markham 
aud Reiss, Ltd. \ 


Wolverhampton.—The Corporation has accepted the 
tender of Thos. Parker, Ltd., for the supply of a set of balancers at 
£196, subject to their agreeing to supply a similar set at the samo 
price at a later period, if required. 

The electrical engineer bas been instructed to invite tenders for 
the supply of six double-deck cars, and the chairman and deputy 
chairman of the Tramway Committee and the electrical engineer, 
have been authorised to accept such tender or tenders as they shall 
deem advisable. 

The Corporation have accepted the tender of Messrs. Joseph 
Evans & Sons, at £1,293, for the supply of surface ondensing plant 
at the electricity works, 


Wood Green.—The D.C. has placed a contract with 
Henley's Telegraph Works Co., at £7,678, for certain work in oon- 
nection with the electricity supply echeme, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Saturday, November 7th.—At 7 p.m. Salford Science Students 
Association. Meeting. Questions for discussion :— 


1. What is the best form of condenser for highly superheated 
steam ? 

2. The keying of bosses to shafts. 

8. What are the possibilities of Aerial Transportation between 
England and France? 

4. Isit advisable to use high pressure steam, and what are 
the drawbacks experienced in present day practice? 


Monday, November 9tb.—At 8 p.m. Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers. Meeting. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Mechanical Engineers (Gra- 
duates’ Association). Paper by Mr. W. H. A. Robert- 
son on “Heating and Ventilating on the Plenum 
System.” 

Tuesday, November 10th.—At 8 pm. Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Paper on “Tensile Teots of Mild Steel, and 
the Relation of Elongation to the Siz3 of the Test- 
Bar,” by Prof. W. C. Unwin. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Gla:gow). 
Meeting. 

Thursday, November 12th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting. Inaugural address by Mr. 
Robt. K. Gray. 

Friday, November 13tb. — Electro - Harmonic Society Concert. 
King's Hall Holborn Restaurant. Ladies’ night. 
Mr. R. K. Gray will preside. ke programme will 
include selections by an orchestra. 

At 8 p.w. Physical Society. South Kensington. “Means 
for Electrifying the Atmosphere on a Large Scale,” 
and “An Arrangement for Driving Mercury Pumps,” 
by Sir Oliver Lodge. 

Saturday, November 14!h.— West Hartlepool Scientific Society. 
Mr. W. C. Borrowman on “The Absurdities of the 
present System of Measures." 

At7.30p.m. Glargow Technical College Scientitic Society. 
Paper by Mr. А. G.van on Motor- Cars.“ 


NOTES. 


The Institution of Electrical Engineers.—We wish 
to remind our readers that the Inaugural Address of Mr. Robert K. 
Gray, as President of the Institution of Elestrical Engineers, will 
be delivered at the opening meeting of the session, to be held in 
the rooms of the Institution of Civil Engineers at 8 p.m., on Thurs- 
day, November 12th. The Annual Dinner will be held atthe Hotel 
Cecil on Wednesday, December 10th. 


Magnetic Disturbance.—A great deal has been appearing 
in the daily newspapers this week with reference to a magnetic storm 
which made itself felt on Saturday and Sunday last. The Times gives 
the following account of the effects of the occurrence upon the 
telegraph cables:—''Considerable delay was occasioned in tke 
working of the lines and cables of the cable companies on Saturday 
by an exceptional electrical disturbance cr storm, which is described 
as the worst experienced for the past 11 or 15 years. А Press 
representative, upon inquiry at the different cable offices in ].ondon, 
was informed that on Sunday the wires appeared to be working ` 
with very few interruptions. An operator employed by one of the 
cable companies stated that, after the firat interruption, his firm 
sdded more battery power to their currents, and ‘cut off’ 
Penzance as the station for picking up ‘earth,’ substituting 
‘artificial earth’ in London. In the ordinary way ‘earth’ is picked 
up at Penzance, but, as a mears of combating the disturbance, 
several technical experiments were made. The one mentioned 
proved successful, and they were able to continue working, but at a 
reduced speed.” 

Mr. Walter Sidgreaves, director of Stonyhurst College Obser- 
vatory, telegraphed to the same newspaper on Monday night :— 
" The disturbed state of the telegraph lines on Saturday, which fora 
time interrupted communication between London and Paris, was 
accompanied by the greatest magnetic disturbance recorded by'the 
Btonyhurst photo-mag aetographs, which have furnished a practically 
continuous record since 1867. The disturbance was remarkable for 
tbe multitude of wide oscillations of very short periods, indicating 
great and rapid changes of horizontal direction and force. The 
magnetic storm began at 6a.m. on Saturday and ended at 5 a.m. on 
Sunday. The beginning and ending were more or less abrupt, 
but the storm was preceded and followed by a period of about 9 
hours of small, rapid oscillations. The greatest oscillation of hori- 
zontal direction was 2 deg. 46 min., but the greatest change of 
horizontal force is unknown, the spot of light having been off the 
photographic paper on both sides many times. The surface of the 
sun was marked by two spots, a new one not far from the centre 
and a spot near the eastern limb of the well-known double form. 
Grouped together they are about three-fifths the area of the great 
spot of last month. The magnetic storm of Saturday was incom- 
parably greater than that recorded during the first passage of tho 
great spot over tbe solar disc." | 
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The Controller of the Central Telegraph Office, in the course of a 
Press interview, said that “the disturbance was first noticed about 
sunrise on Saturday, and it appeared to have been general all over 
Europe and North America. The main storm disappeared about 
five or six o'clock the same evening—just too late to save the 
situation for the football reports. The storm was at its worst їп the 
afternoon, but there was a slight aftermath Jater in the evening, not 
sufficient, however, to cause any serious interruption. There was an 
undoubted connection botween this phenomenon and the ‘sun 
spots.’ Ifthe earth currents had flowed continuously in the same 
direction, we could have got over the difficulty by neutralising 
them, but as they were continually changing we found that 
impossible,” 


The Speed of Electric Cars,—Several of the drivers 
employed by the London United Tramways Co. again appeared at 
West London on Monday in answer to the summons against them 
for driving their cars at an excessive rate of speed. Oar readers 
wil] remember thst an adjournment was made some time ago to allow 
speed tests to be made. The Board of Trade, it appears, nominated 
Col. M. H. Purcell to make these tests, and the results thereof were 
placed before the Court on Monday. Col. Purcell bad a free hand 
with regard to the experiments. He posted an assistant at the 
generating station, and Mr. Parker, of the London Athletic Club, 
took the times. He measured off a distanca of 1 furlong at 
Goldbawk Road, and then tested the cars. With a fiying start the 
following times were made :— 

No. 272.— First trial: 34? 8ec.— 13:006 miles an hour; second 
trial: 344 sec.—12 93; third trial: 32—14 06. 

No. 75.—First trial: 345 sec.— 18 08; second trial: 362 sec.— 
13 47 ; third trial: 36— 123. | 

No. 60 — First trial: 35} sec.—12°78; second trial: 36? gec.— 
12:29. 

No. 173.—First trial: 33? sec.— 13:39; second trial: 36; sec.— 
14 8. | 

Col. Purcell in evidence stated tbat these figures showed the 
highest speeds attained by the cars. Mr. Ford came up soon after 
the first test was taken, and he said that unless the car wasin 
exactly the same condition—number of passengers, &c.—it was no 
test at all. Mr. Ford then withdrew. The statement that Mr. 
Ford was not admitted to the teet was untrue. Witness also 
tested two other cars that came along, and the highest speed was 
14'5 miles. He said he was not an expert. He was also asked whether 
he bad taken steps to ascertain if anything had been done whereby 
the speed of the cars engaged in the test might be lowered, and he 
replied that he took every precaution to get correct results. 
Having ascertained the average voltage at the generating station, 
he was of opinion that nothing was done to interfere with the 
test. 

Edward J. Smith, an electrical engineer, who was at the 
generating station, said he did not think the system could bave 
been interfered with. 

Mr. J. C. Robinson, the managing director, said he gave 
inatructions that the teat was to take place under normal con- 
ditions. He told Mr. Ford that he did not like the suggestion that 
the machinery had been interfered with. He had tested the cars 
in question, with practically the same results. He denied that the 
cars could exceed 30 miles an hour. Mr. Rose, replying to Mr. 
Muir, said his difficulty was that evidence had been given as to the 
speed which was over the limit. Mr. Ford then called Colonel 
Crompton, who said that, seeing there was no instrument on the 
car he was on to test the speed, he advised Mr. Ford to withdraw. 
He had tested the cars on other occasions and they had exceeded 
the figures given. Three other witnesses gave similar evidence, 
and the case was adjourned. 


Indian Electrical Volunteers.—The Ranyoon Times 
says that the I/lectrica] Engineer Company to be formed in con- 
nection with the Madras Artillery Volunteers will consist of two 
officers, seven non-commissioned officers, 37 sappers, eight engine 
drivers, 24 electricians and 12 telephonists. The company will be 
instructed by officers and and non. commissioned officers deputed 
from the Indian Submarine Mining Corps. 


Victoria Falls,—It is stated that Mr. Francis Fox, of 
Sir Douglas Fox & Partners, has been visiting America in con- 
nection with water-power development, and has just returned from 
Switzerland on a similar visit, where he has seen some of the most 
important hydro-electric installations. His visits have been made 
in connection with the large power plant shortly to be erected at 
the Victoria Falls, on the Zambesi River, by the African Con- 
cessions Syndicate, in which the Chartered Co. is largely 
interested. 


A Birmingham Electric Power Transmission Plant. 
—The Birmingham, Tame and Rea District Drainage Board, on the 
advice of their engineer, Mr. John D. Watson, have decided to instal 
a complete electrical power transmission scheme, and to this end 
have given their sanction to an application being made to the 
Local Government Board to borrow £14,000, for the purpose of 
erecting a boiler house, electric generating station, overhead trans- 
mission line, motors, pumps, transformers, &c. In the last session 
of Parliament, authority was granted to the Birmingham, Tame and 
Rea District Drainage Board to sell two acres of land to the City of 
Birmingham for the purpose of constructing a refuse destructor 
thereon. In payment for this land the City of Birmingham under- 
takes to generate steam 24 hours a day in sufficient quantity to 
develop 175 B.H P. when utilised in a high-speed engine condensing. 
The Drainage Board propose to utilise this power in generating 


electric power in the form of three-phase current at the generating 


station, which will be erected at Saltley, near Birmingham, and 
transmit the power a distance of five miles over the Drainage Board's 
Oatfall Works and Irrigation lands at a transmission pressure of 
2,300 volts. There will be two generating sets, consisting of two 
high-speed engines by Belliss & Morcom, each of which will be direct 
connected to one British Thomson-Houston revolving field 
generator, the latter generating three-phase current at 50 cyclesand 
2,300 volts. This current will be led direct to the overhead trans- 
miesion line, which will be tapped at eight points along the route, 
at each of which & sub-station will bo erected, containing the 
necessary step-down transformers for transforming the pressure 
from 2,300 volts to 200 volte. 

At four of the sub-stations, centrifugal pumps direct connected to 
British Thomson-Houston standard induction motors will be 
installed for pumping purposes, replacing separate installations of 
steam-driven pumps, the transport of fuel and water to which is 
necessarily an expensive item; these pumps will be placed at different 
positions on the Board's e.tate, where the level of the land is such as 
to necessitate pumping the water on to the land from the main 
culvert, which runs throughout the leugth of the estate. There are 
14 motors in all, ranging from 2 to 28 H.P., a number of which are 
used for operating machinery on the different farms situated on the 
Board's estate, and also for operating distributors and such machinery 
of a special nature as is used in connection with the treatment of 
sewage. The lightiog of the principal buildings situated on the 
Board's estate will also be carried out from the same generating 
station. This scheme, which, as applied to pumping in connection 
with sewage disposal, is a pioneer scheme, is entirely due to the 
initiative and enterprise of the engineer, Mr. John D. Watson. 
The contract forthe complete equipment of the generating station and 
sub-stations and the erection of the transmission line, together with 
the contracts for the supply of all motors and accessories, bas been 
provisionally placed with the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., 
of Rugby, and work will be commenced immediately when the Local 
Government Board have sanctioned the necessary loan. 


Tests of Motors Driving Machine Tools.—In a recent 
number of the American Electrician some data are given by Mr. M. F. 
Moore of the power taken by certain machine tools in the Morden 
Frog and Crossing Works, Chicago, from which we abstract the 
following figures :— 


X 3 "o 
S MEET ce og | $E. 
o 2 re Ра = | 8 5 Soa Tools operated by motors. 
85 S3 23 22 22 | Бух 
2g |^*8* | ЕЕ Be | ss 
| са | m 
5nur.| 553 90 71 72 8383 | Radial drill Nile's universal. 
90 ur. | 163 125 221 474 | 1754 | lin. pony planer; 11-іп. pointer: 
| band saw; universal saw; lathe ; 
grindstone. 
10 u.r 87 85 124 | 27 893 | Punch; three-single spindle drills; 
| emery wheel. 
15 u.r. | 125 175 15 40 15:30 | 2 — 15 fe. 86 in. x 86 in. Seller's 
| | planers. 
5 mr. | 522 100 4 | он) 4:34 | Rail bender—Am. Bridge Works. 
5 н.р. | 524 | 100 4 е) 434 | Rail bender.- Am. Bridge Works. 
5 н.р. | 50 | 100 74 | 14 5'65 | Three-spindle rail drill.—Newton. 
5 н.г. | 50 | 100 "jM 5°65 [ Three-spindle rail drill.— Newton. 
15 U. P. 195 | 195 15 40 1580 | 5in. Beaudry hammer; 5-in. Ajax 
| | forging machine. 
b nur 19 | 10) 4 144 7'40 | Punch and shear. 
30 H. . 230 | 115 65 65 33-16 | No. З Root high-pressure blower, 
3 lbs. pressure. 
50 н.р. | 4124 | 10) 824 ' 182 74:00 | High-speed saw cutting 8&5-lb. 


A. S. C. E. rail in 37 sec. 

12 switch planers ; 33 spindle drills 
three milling saws: one punch 
and shear; one bulldozer: one 
rail bender; five single spindle 

drills; one bolt cutter; one saw 
| grinder; three lathes: four 
| shapers ; 2 emery wheels; 1 shear. 


The motors are all rated at 220 volts, and the speeds range from 
1,120 revolutions per minute in the small sizes to 850 in the 50 horse 
machines. 


Physical Society.—At the end of last session it was 
decided to hold the meetings alternately in the afternoons and 
evenings, and to change the place of meeting from the Chemical 
Bociety to the Royal College of Science, where the facilities for 
experimental demonstration are very complete. The first evening 
meeting will be held on Friday, the 13th inst., at 8 p.m., when Bir 
Oliver Lodge will describe and illustrate by experiments (1) means 
for electrifying the atmosphere on a large scale and (2) an arrange- 
ment for driving mercury pumps. 


The Brighton Tramways Committee and Provision 
of Trucks.—The recent action of the Brighton Tramways Com- 
mittee in disqualifying a tender of the Brush Electrical Engineer- 
ing Co. on the ground that they had not complied with the 
specification, requires further elucidation. It appears that the 
specification of the Brighton Corporation engineer was for Brill or 
Peckham trucks,” which are manufactured in America; the 
Brush Co. being publicly invited to tender, offered to supply the 
articles required, constructed at their own works at Loughborough, 
and the Tramways Committee appear to have rejected the tender 
on the ground that it was not according to Bpecification—tbat is to 
вау, for Brill or Peckham trucks. 

This action has very naturally created considarable indignation 
among the employés of the clectric traction dcpartmoat of the 
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Brush Electrical Engineering Co., who passed the following 
resolutions at a meeting held at the Falcon Works, Loughborough, 
on the 2nd inst. | 

“1. That this meeting, having heard that in several towns it 
is the custom to exclude British firms from putting in tenders for 
trucks in competition with foreign makers, respectfully appeals to 
members of tramway committees and other buyers of cars to give 
fair play to an industry on which the welfare of so many of their 
countrymen—not only ourselves and our families, but other workers 
concerned in the preparation of the material—is absolutely 
dependent. 

“2. That, while having no right or wish to interfere with the 
actual placing of orders, we urge that in our own country it is 
unjust tbat British truck makers sbould be barred from oppor- 
tunities of selling goods which are the product of British labour. 

“3. That we protest against any suggestion that foreigners can 
claim superiority or even equality in any branch of steel work; and 
we ате confident that, with fair and open competition, foreign made 
electric traction trucks would coon fail to find any market what- 
ever in this country, and that employment would then be provided 
for a large number of additional men in this industry. 


“ (Signed) H. Davis, Chairman (Erector), 
“ I. CRAMBLE, Secretary (Filter).“ 


Unless there has been some misunderstanding as to the intention 
of the specification in question, the action of the Brighton Corpora- 
tion Tramways Committee is objectionable, not merely from a 
patriotic but also from a business point of view. 

If they meant that what they required were trucks of the Brill or 
Peckham type, which could be manufactured in England as wel] as 
in America, well and gocd ; but to invite British firms to tender for 
& foreign article to the exclusion of the home-made, would warrant 
all the indignation expressed in the above resolutions. 


Assessment Appeal.—At Salford Quarter Sessions the 
Middleton Electric Traction Co. successfully appealed against the 
rating of their undertaking, which had been assessed at £2,500 gross 
and £2,000 net. These figures were reduced to £1,000 and £550 
respectively. 


Fire Alarms: May-Oatway v. Sprinklers, — An 
interesting demonstration took place on Wednesday, before a 
number of visitors, at the offices of the lasgow Herald, 
showing the comparative value of the May-Oatway fire alarm 
as compared with a system of sprinklers, Two of the May- 
Oatway detectors were fixed on the ceiling and put in electric con- 
nection with the Fire Brigade offices. Other detectors were 
exhibited on the walls of the room in order to allow the company 
present to inspect the details of the apparatus. The indicator 
consists of an iron bar fixed in a horizontal position, and 
stretched along this is a tine copper wire cornected at the 
two ends only. On the temperature increasing the copper 
wire expands quicker than the iron, and therefore segs and 
allows the carbon block suspended at its centre to fall until it comes 
in contact with a pair of clips connected to the other pole of the 
battery. The circuit is thus completed, and the alarm given at the 
fire station, while at the same time the current passing through a 
piece of apparatus on the principle of the ordinary house-bell 
indicator drops a shutter indicating the room in which the outbreak 
has taken place. Two of tkese detectors were fixed to the 
ceiling of the room, which also carried a complete system of auto- 
matic sprinklers. Mr. Oatway briefly described the principles of his 
aystem, and announced that, arrangements having been made for the 
Fire Brigade to answer the call, the test would really be a competi- 
tive test between the automatic fire alarm and the sprinkler system. 
He stated that in order to ensure that the conditions should be 
absolutely fair to both, the test would be put into the hands of a 
committee, and the following gentlemen were requested to act in 
this capacity: The firemasters of Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 
a representative of the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance 
Co., and of the North British and Mercantile Insurance Co, Mr. 
Gourlay, Mr. Arthur Kay and Mr. W. A. Chamen, Glasgow Corpora- 
tion electricalengineer. These gentlemen selected the place where the 
fire should be lit; this was almost directly under one of the 
sprinklers, but some distance from the two automatic alarms. Two 
large tanks of methylated spirits were then Jit; 65 seconds after 
lighting the tanks the alarm bell was rung, and within 4 min. and 
20 sec. of lighting, the Fire Brigade were in the room. A wait then 
took place, and the tanks had to be replenished and again lit. 164 
min. after the first lighting of the fire the sprinkler, which was 
immediately over the flame, began to work; the fire was then 
extinguished, and opportunity was given to those present to examine 
the details of the apparatus, which were explained by Mr. May and 
Mr. Oatway. 


Lectures.— Prof. Schuster has been delivering a course 
of lectures on " Rays and Radio-activity " at the University of 
Manchester. 


Royal Institution.—A mong the names of new members 


elected at Monday's meeting we note that of Sir Oliver Lodge, 
LL.D., D.Sc., F.R.S. 


Appointments Vacant, — The Gloucester T.C. is 
wanting a tramways manager, at £300 per annum, rising by £25 a 
year to £450 ; a lecturer in engineering is wanted for Rotherham 
Technical Inatitute, £120; mains assistant for Manchester, £150; 
junior assistants for Tyneside power station; the Sunderland Cor- 
poration wants a tramways general manager at £400 rising to £500, 


Personal.—4A smoking concert was held at the Colling- 
wood Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Saturday, October 31st, in 
honour of Mr. James Parmley Graham, who has just terminated his 
service of 15 years with J. H. Holmes & Co. as one of their com- 
mercial staff, to take up an impo:tant agency for the North of 
England for electrical and mechanical apparatus and materials. 
On bebe elf of the cflicials and staff, the secretary, Mr. Allen Crowe, 
presented Mr. Graham with a roll-top desk, and he was also the 
recipient of a handsome silver tea service from the firm. A very 
enjoyable evening was spent, and several testified as to the ability 
and character of Mr. Graham, who carries with him the best wishes 
of all members of the staff for his future success, 


Mr. A. L. C. Fel], manager of the Sheffield Corporation Tramways, 
has been appointed chief officer of tramways to the London County 
Council, at a salary of £1,500 per annum. There were 53 applications 
for the position. 


Mr. H. England, the tramway manager for the Sunderland 
Corporation, having been appointed manager for the Yorkshire 
Tramways Construction Syndicate, has resigned his position on 
Wearside. Our correspondent understands tbat the salary of the 
new appointment is £700, rising to £900, or £200 a year better than 
at Sunderland. 

The Btockport T.C. has increased the salary of the manager of the 
electric tramways (Mr. McCormick) from £175 to £200 a year. 


On October 20th, at the Reading Corporation tramways cffices, 
Mr. Robert J. Fardell, chief clerk of the tramways department, 
was prerented with a leather travelling bag, fitted with toilet 
accessories, from the officials and staff of the department on the 
occasion of his marriage. The general manager, Mr. W. Binns, 
made the presentation on behalf of the staff. 


Plant for Sale.— The Ashton-under-Lyne Town Hall 


Committee wants offers for the purchase of a 70-8 н.р. Stockport 
gas engine, 40-Kw. dynamo, E. P. S. battery, &c., of which particulars 
are given among our advertisements to-day. 


Yorkshire College Engineering Society —On Mon- 
day, October 26th, Mr. Welbury addressed a well-attended meet- 
ing of this Society at Leeds on “The Governing of Marine 
Engines.” 


Compulsory Purchase and the Land.—A question 
of considerable importance to electrical undertakers, those who are 
interested in electric traction, was decided in the case of the Gold- 
smiths’ Co. v. The West Metropolitan Railway Co., which was 
heard in the Court of Appeal on October 30th. As our readers are 
aware, nearly every statute and provisional order for the execution 
of any public work of any magnitude prescribes a certain time 
within which the promoters are to acquire land by compulsory pur- 
chase. Thus it is generally provided that the powers of the com- 
pany for the compulsory purchase of lands for the purposes of this 
Act shall cease after the expiration of three years from the passing 
of thie Act.” In the case under review the defendant company had 
been empowered to take compulsorily part of the plaintiffs’ land by 
an Act which received the Royal Assent on August 9th, 1899. On 
August 9th, 1902, they served a notice to treat in the manner usually 
prescribed. The: plaintiffs objected, on the ground that the period 
of three years during which the right of compulsory purchase could 
be exercised, commenced to run on the day on which the Act 
received tbe Royal Ascent, and that the period therefore expired 
at midnight on Avgust 8th, 1902. It was argued on their behalf, 
that where a term was set running on a particular day, and was to 
run for a certain time, the first day was to be included. The 
defendants, on the other hand, argued that unless the day upon 
which the Act was passed were excluded from the calculation, they 
would not have the full period of three years. "Suppose," said the 
counsel who argued the case, that the Act bad said that the powers 


. were to cease on the expiration of one day from the passing of the 


Act. It could not be said that the powers ceased on the expiration 
of the day on which the Act was passed." This view was adopted 
by the Court. In giving judgment, the Master of the Rolls said :— 
“The law was well stated by Baron Parke, in Russell v. Ledsam 
(14 M. & W., 582), where he said, ‘The usual course in recent times 
has been to construe the day exclusively whenever anything was to 
be done in a certain time after a given event or date.’ Here the 
Act was passed on August 9th, 1899, and therefore the three years 
began to run at the expiration of that day, the law, in such a case, 
taking no notice of a fraction of а day." In the result the notice to 
treat was declared to have been served intime. Although the com- 
pany—to use a colloquial phrase—were running it rather fine, it is 
manifest that they were within their rights in postponing their 
notice to treat until the second anniversary of the day on which the 
Act was passed. The importance of the case to electric tramway 
and lighting companies lies in this, that it places an accurate limit 
upon the various periods prescribed in different Acts of Parliament, 
within which the right of compulsory pnrchase of the undertaking 
by the local authority may be exercised. In County of London 
electric lighting orders in favour of companies, it is the practice to 
provide that the period of 42 years (within which the power of 
purchase by the local authority may be exercised) shall run from 
one fixed date—namely, August 26th, 1889. We may, therefore, 
assert with confidence that the local authorities must exercise their 
right some time between that date and midnight of August 26th, 
1931. А statement equally accurate might be made with regard to 
the compulsory purchase of tramway undertakings by local authori 
ties at the end of some statutory period. 
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Single-Phase Motors for Traction.—The article on 
this subject, which we commence on p. 728, is a translation from a 
paper read by Dr. Finsi before the aunual convention of the Asso- 
ciazione Eilettrotecnica Italiana at Naples on October 11th and 12th. 
Unfortunately, these particulars reached us too late for insertion in 
the proper place. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Electric Ozone Syndicate, Ltd. (44,660).—Issue on October 
8th, of £400 debentures, part of series created October 16th, 1901, to secure 
£6,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. No trustees, Previously issued of same series, 


5, 


Brooker & Goss, Ltd., Electrical Engineers, Waltham Cross 
(76,1295).—A debenture dated October 9th, 1903, to secure £500, cherged on the 
company's undertaking and property, present and future, including unpaid 
capital, bas been registered. Holder: F. Huth, 29, Clarendon Road, London. 


Cross Electric, Engineering and Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
(76,609). — A debenture dated October 20th, 1908, to secure £150, charged on the 
company's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital, has been registered. Holder: H. R. Smith, 106, Murray Street, 
Hoxton. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


AN interesting ceremony took place at the Primrose Club, St. 
James's,on the 18th ult, when Mr. Jack Hawes, late assistant 
engineer to the Metropolitan Borough of Bermondsey electricity 
and dust destructor works, having been appointed chief assistant 
engineer to the firm of Меввте. Tyler & Duncan, was presented with 
a dressing case by Mr. A. E. Youna, on bebalf of the officials and 
staff of the above works, as an appreciation of his good services. 

Mr. W. Н. ALcock has resigned his position as engineer and 
foreman with Messrs. Collins, Kessler & Co., electrical and 
mechanical engineers, of Pietermaritzburg, &c., to take up an 
appointment with the electricity department of the City of 
Pietermaritzburg. 

The Dublin Lighting Committee recommend the increase of the 
salary of Mr. МАвк RUDDLE, city electrical engineer, from £450 to 
£600, and that an increase of £50 per annum be granted to him for 
every £1,000 profit made by tbe undertaking after payment of 
working expenses, of the interest on the loan, and of the annual 
repayment of principal, up to a maximum salary of £1,000. 

Honley U.D.C. has appointed Mr. C. F. COLDWELL as electrical 
engineer. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Tue Edinburgh electrical department con- 


Edinburgh tinues the steady progress which has cha- 
Municipal racterised its operations since the commence- 
Electricity ment of supply in 1895. 
Department, The department benefits by a considerable 


street lighting and a growing motor load, and 
that it is successful financially will be gathered from the fact that 
a gross profit of 7:8 per cent. on the capital expended has been 
earned during the past year. 
The output during the past three years is shown by tbe following 
figures: 


———————— —̃ Ä ——————————— — — ааа 


Year. | Priv. lighting. Motor power.. Arc lamps. | Total sold. 

CK NN MUT „ Эр й 

1901 .. 4,484,572 ' 996,850 1, 226,514 6,707,936 

1902  ...| 5,123,133 | 1,325,481 1310609 7,759,223 

1903 | 6,019,815 1,696,153 , 1,260,840 8,995,808 
i 


—— — — — U üm1ʃ— M ED 
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The prices charged are: For private lighting, 34d. per B. T. U., flat 
rate, with discount; power, 14d. per unit; public arcs, £11 per 
annum. Mr.F. A. Newington is the resident electrical engineer. 


GENEBAL STATEMENT. 
For year ending May 15th— 1903. 1902. 


Total capital expended ... 2s .. £800,710 £765,612 
Number of units sold 995 sis ... 8,995,808 7,759,223 
Equivalent No. of 8-c.P. lamps. (Ltg. only) 419, 806 312,098 
Number of public arc lamps еа ies 995 846 
Horse-power of motors connected ... .. 4,078 H.P. 2,084 Н.Р. 
Maximum load in kw. pss s e. 7,174 kw. 6,007 kw. 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue E ns £103,365 £90,960 
» expenditure ids wes we £41,120 £37,923 
„ profit о qui £62,244 £53,037 
Average price obtained per unit— 
Private lighting... eve ә, к 2:86d. 2:98d. 
Public lighting ... oe vas T 2:164. 2'16d. 


REVBENUB ACCOUNT. 


8. 
Gross. Per unit. 
Sale of energy bas уз is) .. £103,072 2754. 
Meter rents A ex га ade Pis 62 004. 
Property renta, &c. sis ТУ ад ск 231 00d. 
Gross revenue .. £103,365 275d. 
Costs OF PRODUCTION. 
1903, 
Gross. Per unit 
Coal ... iss 865 dis n. е ... £10,561 28d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine-room stores 1.631 "03d. 
Salaries And wages incurred in generation and А 
distribution ie usi 5,378 '15d. 


Repairs and maintenance of machinery, build- 


ings and plant ... к 7,263 19d. 


Works and distribution costs. ... £24,833 67d. 
Repairs, maintenance and attendance public 


lamps - . 4,069 114. 


Rents, rates апа taxes ii M T is 5,964 16d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff  ... s се vid . 2,820 07d. 
General establishment charges, includiog sta- 
tionery, print ing, law, insurance ‘ 3,434 09d. 
Total works costs ... . £41,120 1:10d. 
Prorit BTATEMENT. 
To interest on loans... £20,161 


To sinking fuad ve 885 27,431 
To income-tax T idi iu ies c 120 
To balance on year's working carried forward ... 14,532 


Gross profit 858 85 S. £62,244 


On the year's work the department earned a gross profit of 
£62,244; financial charges absorb some £48,000 of that amount, 
«nd the balance, amounting to £14,532, is carried forward to next 
year’s account. The balance of £7,606 from the last account is 
carried to the reserve fund, which now amounts to £27,435. 


WE give herewith au analysis of the returns 


Aberdeen of the Aberdeen Electricity Department for the 
Municipal year ending July 31st, 1908. During the past 
Electricity year the whole of the tramways have been elec- 
Department. trically equipped, and motive power supply has 


largely increased; these developments being 
instrumental in increasing the output from 1,546,569 to 2,577,308 anita. 
Both public and private lighting are on the increase, and with the 
new works in going order, and a load factor of 17 percent., Mr. Bell, 
the borough electrical engineer, may be congratulated on having 
placed the department in an excellent position. The works 
costs are substantially lower than last year, and would be copsider- 
ably lower still, but for the inclusion of special charges due to heavy 
mains expenditure. 
The charges are: For private lighting, 6d. for the first hour, and 
24d. per B. T. U. after; power, 3d. and 1d. per B. T. U., both on the 
maximum demand system. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending July 818(-- 1903. 1902. 
Total capital ex pendelt - . £194,079 — £167,173 
Number of units sold— 


Private consumers zx M 1,274,790 979,016 
Traction ... —- ез sis „ 1,085,306 331,495 
Public lamp Р es 217,212 186,058 
Total number of units sold 2,577,308 1,516,569 
Equivalent No. of 8-сР. lamps ... * 126,827 101,473 


Number of public arc lamps hs ies 281 235 
H P. of motors connected  ... -— 1,160 нр. P. 
Maximum load in Kw. 1,557 KW. 1, 205 Kw. 
Revenue account 


Gross revenue. ahs 234 cee £29 875 £22,916 

» expenditure eee 298 e. £13,963 £9,933 

» profit £15,912 £12,953 

Average price per unit— 
Private supply 3°69d. 4:19d. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 

Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy (less abatements ) ... £25,916 2 69d. 
Motor hire, harbour lamps, &c. ... sss гә 959 ‘09d. 
Gross revenue ee T ... £29,875 278d. 
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Wonks Costs, 


908. 
Gross Per unit. 

Coal ©... ids Т sis РР ... £5,929 55. 

Oil, waste, water and engine room stores T 665 06d. 

* Wages incurred in generation and distribution 1, 538 14d. 
Repairs and maintenance of machinery, build - 

ings and plant id ds sis . 2,999 22d. 

Works and distribution costs ... £10,531 97d. 

Rent, rates and taxes ... ved is . 1,748 16d. 
Management expenses, including salaries of 
engineer and clerical staff, general establish- 
ment charges, printing, stationery, bad debta, 

special services, ce. s 9227 1,684 16d. 

Total works costs e. £19,963 1:29d. 


* Amount of £867 received from Tramways Department for services of engi- 
neering staff, deducted. 


Prorir STATEMBNT. 


1903. 
Interest on loans Hs m 180 . £5,674 
Sinking fund ... T Y 3,471 
Depreciation T i$ A 5,066 
Surplus ... T a sii "e 1,701 
Gross profit wile са T wo. £15,912 


The available balance, amounting to £15,912, was allocated as 
shown above. The amount set aside for depreciation is arrived at 
as follows :— 


Baildings ... Те 15 at 1 per cent. 4316 
Machinery ... T des at 5 is 2,834 
Accumulators 7 in at 5 * 384 
Mains and services... at 11 „ 949 
Electrical instruments at 23 „ 81 
Meters е; on at 5 ‘i 502 
i 
е £5,066 


and the total amount thus written off is £18,839. The department 
has also set aside a reserve fund amounting to £9,553. 


We have received the following letter in 


York reference to the analysis of the York electricity 
Electricity accounts in our issue of October 23rd :— 
Accounts, " Allow me to draw your attention to the 


above department’s accounts, which appeared 
in your issue of last week. 

Here you state the total deficiency on the three years’ working 
to be £1,248 8s. 10d. 

“ This is not so—the balauce in hand at March 31st, 1902, was 
£448 11s. 5d.—the deficiency on the year's working to March 31st, 
1903, being £799 17s. 5d., thus leaving a total deficiency on the 
three years’ working of £351 6s. 

" Trusting that you will kindly rectify this error in your next 
issue. 


* York, October 29th, 1903.” 

[We regret that the above error should have occurred, but would 
point out that it is solely due to the manner in which the returns 
were made out. In this instance there ,were not only great 
discrepancies between the 1902 returns forwarded last year aud 
this, but also no mention whatever occurs of interest and sinking 
fund. In view of the above letter, the figures for the 1902-3 profit 
statement should read :—Interest and sinking fund, £3,021, debit 
balance on year’s working, £800; and total debit balance as stated 
by our correspondent. —Eps. Ero. REv.] 


"C. A. MipdLEx. 


————————————————— | 


CITY NOTES. 


Western Telegraph Co., Ltd. 


Sra Jous WorrB Barry, K.C.B. (chairman), presided on Wednes- 
day at River Piate House, E.C., over the sixtieth ordinary general 
meeting of the above company. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said the 
message fund account for the half-year under review amounted to 
£213,000, and for the corresponding half-year ending June 30th, 
1902, the fund amounted to £196,500, showing a satisfactory in- 
crease of £16,500. The larger portion of this increase was attri- 
butable to inoreased trade in the River Plate. The interest on 
deposits, rents and transfer fees, was practically the same as in the 
corresponding period. The dividends on investments in other tele- 
graphic companies (£14,790) showed a slight decrease of 4800. 


Turning to the expenses, those in London showed a small decrease 
of £41. At the stations there was a net increase of £1,737. Of this 
increase, £556 was owing to travelling expenses. Rent and house 
allowance, and other items, were increased £513, principally due,to 
their having had to grant an allowance to the Rio de Janeiro staff 
pending the completion of their new and improved quarters. When 
they came to repairs of cables and expenses to ships, they found 
that in the previous half-year these expenses were comparatively 
smal], and thus for the past half-year there was an increase of 
£14,689. Of this increase, nearly £11,000 was for new cable which 
had been used in repairs, and the depreciation had been written off 
cable in stock. They had lately bought and sent out a small steamer 
called the Cormorant, which had been usefully employed since her 
arrival in South America in executing repairs. They had invested 
nearly £50,000 during the year on account of reserve fund. The 
difference between the cost of the inveatments they held on account 
of the reserve fund and the present market price, represented an 
average depreciation of 52 per cent. That the shareholders would 
readily realise was due to the abnormal depression of all securities, 
even of the most gilt-edged type. They had, during the last three 
or four years, made considerable profits when the sale of invest- 
ments had been necessary, and shareholders would recollect that 
the interest was always carried to the credit of the reserve fund. 
The broad result of the half-year's working was, that after providing 
£13,500 for debenture stock and debenture interest and'sinking 
fund, and £3,239 for income-tax, there remained a balance of 
£117,500. To this was added £5,331 brought forward, making a 
total of £122,811. A quarterly interim dividend, amounting to 
£31,000, had been paid, and £35,000 transferred to the general 
reserve fund, and £2,000 to the maintenance ships reserve fund. 
The directors recommended the declaration of a final dividend of 
38. per share, making, with the interim dividends, 6 per cent. for 
the year, and also the payment of a bonus of 2s. per share, both free 
of income-tax, which, together, would amount to £51,982, leaving a 
balance of £2,639 to be carried forward. The revenue to date for 
the current half-year was not quite so satisfactory as that for the 
corresponding period of 1902. The decrease was not serious, but 
there was no sign of increase, and the diminution was due to the 
continual falling off of the receipts from the inter-South American 
traffic. They had to compete for that with the Government, and, 
being in competition, they must take the matter as they found it ; 
and,although they did the best they could, they found that the 
traffic did not show any signs of increase. He might say, on the 
other side, that thus far the expense of repairs to cables had been 
below the average. Their revenue, of course, depended on the 
trade of the countries they served, and also to a considerable extent 
on the amount of repairs to cables. Both of those matters were 
outside the control of the directors of a public company. On the 
whole, he thought he might congratulate the shareholders on what 
he might calla satisfactory but uneventful report, and he thought 
16 was а source of gratification that there were no matters calling 
for special mention. 

Sir J. Denison PENDER seconded the resolution. 

A SHAREHOLDER called attention to the fact that the amount 
credited in the balance-sheet for interest on investments showed a 
considerable difference as compared with the income which ought 
to be received from that source. : 

The СнАтвМАН explained that no investments were in default, 
and the difference was due to the fact that a number of securities 
were bought jast before the date of the account, and no interest had 
been received on them at that date. 

Other SHAREHOLDERS referred to a atatement which had appeared 
in the Press to the effect that Marconi messages were affected by 
the sun’s light, and also to the recent magnetic storm. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said he could add nothing to what he 
had already said as to wireless telegraphy. They said that within 
certain limite it was a useful invention, but he saw no more reason 
to apprehend serious competition with cable companies now than 
he did when he first referred to the matter two or three years ago. 
With regard to the magnetic storm, it was a storm of unusual 
character, not only in its severity, but also in respect to the large 
area it covered. It was, however, only one of those examples of a 
particularly severe storm of a nature of which they had had pre- 
vious experience, and to that extent it was extremely interesting 
from a scientific point of view. It had passed away, and business 
was being conducted as usual. So far as they knew, the cables were 
left in just the same condition as they were before the storm. 

The report was adopted. 


Cape Electric Tramways, Ltd, 


Тих report fot the year ended June 30th, 1903, to be presented at 
the meeting on 18th inst., states that the profit and loss account, after 
making provision fordebentureinterestand redemption of debentures, 
shows a net credit balance of £66,372, which, added to the balance 
of £14,540 brought forward from last year, makes a gross total profit 
of £80,912. Dividends amounting to 15 per cent. have been paid. 
The directors have also placed to the credit of reserve fund the sum 
of £8,000. These several sume aggregate a gross total of £80,000, 
and leave a balance of profit of £912 to be carried forward. ‘The 
result of the year's transactions shows that the traffic on the tram- 
way systems in South Africa has maintained itself at the high level 
of previous years; on the other hand, expenditure and maintenance 
have, owing to a variety of causes, shown a large increase over 
1902, reducing the profit by about £15,000. Improvements and 
additions to the car-shed and power house, with additional 
machinery in Cape Town, have at last been completed. The total 
cost of these new works has amounted to £84,919, which has ех» 
ceeded the original estimate by £30,000; this increased expendi- 
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ture is mainly due to the enhanced prices for all labour and 
material which obtained during the unsettled period of the war 
and immediately following the conclusion of peace. The reeerve 
fund, which has now reached a total of £137,000, has met this 
expenditure, and consequently it has not been found necessary to 
raise further capital. The Port Elizabeth system also has not 
escaped increased expenditure, owing to the general rises in values 
and scarcity of labour before referred to, although these causes 
were not felt so acutely as in Cape Town. On January 1st, 1903, 
the directors leased from the Cape Town Consolidated Tramways 
and Land Co. their Camps Bay tramline, to work the ваше for a 
period of three years, with an option of purchase at the expiration 
of the lease. The first six months’ working by this company has 
shown a loss of £3,284, caused by the exceptionally bad weather 
prevalent in Cape Town during the greater part of this period. 
The directors anticipate, however, a satisfactory improvement on 
these figures as development prcg esses on the townships projected 
on the estates of the Cape Town Consolidated Tramways and Land 
Oo., at Camps Bay and Oranjezicht. 


— 


Rosario Electric Co. 


Ма. W. Т. WESTERN, presiding at this company’s meeting on 
Monday, said that the concern they had taken over was one of some 
years’ standing, but the station had been put down in the wrong 
place, and for the past 14 months they had been busy putting down 
a new station and installing new plant. In July the new machinery 
was ready to make trial runs, and these proving satisfactory, it was 
taken over from the contractors. They then had to commence to 
gradually transfer their customers from the old high tension to the 
new continuous current supply. The re-wiring would be spread 
over the next two or three years. The dividend was equivalent to 
3 per cent. on the capital, The chairman mentioned that both 
stations would have to be run for a time, and the full benefit of the 
new customers would not be derived for the whole of the current 
year. The shareholders must, therefore, not be disappointed if there 
should not be a better result in net profit than was shown on last 
year’s working. 


British Columbia Electric Railway Co. 


Mz. G. P. Norton, presiding at this company's meeting on 30th | 


ult., said that during the year there bad been considerable develop- 
ment in all directions. After they obtained advantage of partial 
utilisation cf the water-power installation in December, progress 
would beeven more rapid,and the undertaking would, intime, become 
one of considerable magnitude, involving additional capital outlay. 
Since the closing of the financial year, the net earnings for the three 
months ended September 30th showed an increase upon the corre- 
sponding period of last year of £3,647. He directed attention to 
the announcement in the report respecting the £45,000 of Van- 
couver Power bonds which were to be offered at an early date. The 
board thought that those debentures should be first offered to the 
existing stockholders, and this would probably be done during 
December. 

Mr. E. L. Evan-THomas seconded the adoption of the report, and 
it was carried. 

The retiring directors and auditors were re-elected. 

A resolution was subscquently passed altering one of the articles 
во as to admit of directors of this company taking seats on the board 
of the Vancouver Power Co. 


Monte Video Telephone Co. 


Мв. F. W. Jones, presiding at the meeting of this company, held 
at Winchester House on 29th ult., referred to the continued pro- 
gress of the company and to the satisfactory outlook. The telephone 
system of La Hispano Uruguaya had been acquired; it had 14 
emall exchanges and 300 subscribers. The system was of great 
assistance to the Monte Video business. The chairman pointed out 
that the current year's expenditure would be met without issuing 
new capital, but later, with continued extension of the system, a 
debenture iesue would have to be made. He formally moved the 
adoption of the report, and it was carried unanimously. 


British Aluminium Co. 


Tne resolutions printed in our last issue for reducing the capital 
came before the meeting held on Wednesday at Winchester House. 
Mr. J. D. PonNER presided, and he said that the amount by which 
they proposed to write down the capital was the minimum amount 
that could have been expected, after the result of the investigation 
of Mr. Harmood Banner in 1902. Some shareholders considered 
that the propoeals were hardly sufficiently drastic. The business of 
the company had considerably improved during the current year, 
but it was difficult to estimate the amount of profit. They were 
rapidly depleting their old stocks of aluminium. "Trouble had been 
experienced with the Foyers backwater, but the board hoped that 
the new furnaces would be atarted by the end of this year. 
The resolutions were adopted. 


West India and Panama Telegraph Со. — The 
directors recommend a dividend of 8s. per share on account of 
arrears of dividend on the first preference shares, 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 


Frans of a 5 per cent. Bank Rate acted as a depressing influence 
when the Stock Exchange reassembled for work after its Monday 
recess, but these subsequently wore off to some extent owing t> the 
abundance of money available for contango purposes in the Consol 
market. Whether the minimum will be raised on Thursday it is 
impossible to say in these Wednesday notes, but if a 5 per cent. 
rate should come into force, business in securities known as invest- 
ment would be sadly hampered, and the electrical departments 
must be prepared to suffer with the rest. At the moment, prices of 
the stocks and shares with which we are concerned in this column, 
keep their levels with praiseworthy tenacity, and in spite of pres- 
sure to sell ina few instances, the investor continues to quietly take 
all the good shares which come on offer. 


New issues are as coy as ever of making an sppearance, but the 
City of Cape Town Corporation, in offering a million pounds 4 per 
cent. stock at 97, inclades among the assets of the municipality an 
electric light inctallation that is valued at £2.0,000. Supply of elec- 
trical current figurcs among the items of gross receipte for 1902 at 
£46,351, and the statistics will be noted with interest by those who 
take concern in the prosperity of the Cape, even while t' e; will 
probably confess that the issue holds out no particular attraction 
except as a lcck-up investment stock. Cape Electric Tremways 
shares, by the way, are a trifle easier at 23, and sellers at that. The 
company’s report is not relished, it being considered by tke market 
that a less dividend should be paid and that the carry-forward 
ought not to be reduced by £13,600. After last year's 
distribution of 16 per cent., the coming payment of only 1 per 
cent. less will be pleasant  erough for ‘proprietors, bat 
to drastically cut down the carry-forward is regarded as 
finance of doubtful prudence. British Electric Traction Ordinary 
are 1 down, the Preference and Debenture showing no change. 
Anglo-Argentine Trams have advanced 4 upon the flourishing 
condition of the republic, and the renewed attention directed to ita 
undertakings. Brisbane Electric Preference have nominally fa!len 
4 to 4, but 2s. 6d. of this is reprerented by the dividend deducted 
last account day. British Columbia Electric Railway Preferred at 
944 js up a point. Colombo Electric 5 per cent. Debenture stcck at 
1014 is now ex interest. 


No evil effects have befallen the telegraph market by reason of 
the extraordinary electrical disturbances of a few days ago. The 
few changes which there are to chronicle mostly have the dividend 
deductions as their cause. Both the Cuba Submarine shares bave 
been marked e, the Ordinary, of course, losing their bonus as well. 
There are three others, none of which has recovered the distribution 
so far, as is the case with Oriental Telephone O:dinary, where, 
however, the dividend only amounts to 7d. and a fraction. 
National Telephone Deferred has spurted two points, and the third 
Preference are ; up, the other issues of the company remaining 
without change. The Globe Telegraph and Trust twins bave risen 
the amount of their dividend, viz., 2e.and 3s. in the case of the 
Ordinary and Preference sharcs respectively. 


Almost the only variation in the electric lighting list is furnished 
by Blackheath and Greenwich Preference shares, which do not come 
into the Stock Exchange Ojjicial List yet. The price has fallen a 
shade to 1} upon the appearance of one or two sellers. New 
Metropolitan Preference are now £4 paid, and the premium con- 
tinues to be about 5s. per share. Considerable curiosity is expressed 
as to what may be the result of the five changes on the Borough 
Council.  Edmundson's Preference have been made er their 
dividend of 3s., and the price is put down } on it. A fair demand 
for Urban Electric Supply must be noted; the Preference shares ' 
appear to be as sound a 5 per cent. investment of their kind as can 
be found throughout the list. 


Metropolitan Railway Consolidated stock is in demand upon 
electrification hopes, and the price is good at 82, tbe latter figure 
representing the rise on the week. A month or во back a few sug- 
gestions were made in this column asto the attractiveness that 
Metropolitans hold out to the investor who can bide his time, and 
the rise, in our opinion, is only just beginning. It may be held 
back by sympathetic dulness with the rest of the Home Railway 
market, but a gradual appreciation of the price cau be regarded as 
simply a matter of time. Districts lag behind, but a fractional 
advance has been secured at 314. The electrical railway stocks 
exhibit no changes. City and South London receipts show a 
decrease for last week of £485, and the Central London figures are 
£409 on the wrong side; but since comparison is made with a 
period when London was exceptionally full last year, the statistics 
pass as fairly satisfactory. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Stock Business done 
Present Dividends for the last | losing Closing | week ended 
ше. "m Share шө. | Sra. | onde 136. 
„ | 1901. | 1903. Highest Lowest 
2005 кап Оен 4 96 Debs. 1 ee 000 ° ee ое e * а ег eo 99 Big 99 r^ oe . 
slegraph . to 0 ee eo $$— ee ee 
119, 7002 do. 59% Debs., on 1 to 1550 Bed, . oe s 100 ER si 70 — 80 10 — 80 
188,840 Anglo- ee ee ГЕ) ое ee ee ee Stock 84 618. 60/6 46 — 49 46 — 49 474 41 
8,106,580 ‚ do, do, 6% Pref.  .. .. .. ce [Stock | 6 6% 6% 90 — 92 91 — 98 91 
44885 8 " s ate о que. Шу эй, С Btook bs. E: E: jm И m d 1% Uv 
pooni; o8. м, ee ee ee eo t ee $100 8 04 84 145 — 155 145 —155 39 
1,841,909 do. Sterling 500 year 4 * Deb, Stock Red. 5» ‚ | Stock E : NS 90 — 98 90 — 98 977 90} 
16,000 ee ее ee ee ee ee ee ee 10 43% 4 % 63% 7 7 Th M 
6,000 Do. 10 % Pret, ee ee ee ee ee ee eo 10 ee . ee i-i 16 — 17 xd ee ee 
12,981 Direct Spanish Telegraph ов ee ee ee ое ee ee 5 4 96 4 96 4 96 ee ee 
6,000 do. 10 Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee 5 ee e ee 7] — 8 7 — oe . 
80,000 Do. do. 44 Debs. ee ee ee ee 50 oe ee oe 98 —102 % 98 —103 96 one 
Hy Direct West India Cable Heg. Dob., within Nos. i i 1,909, Red. | аъ e| X | Nr | wow | 
. to ee ee ee — чн», ee 
4,000,000 | Hastezn Telegraph, Ord. | Он | Stock | 7 1 7 198 —128 128 —198 1 1234 
1,956,565 De BÀ Pref. Stock ' ee ee ee ° 100 » % ^ 86 — T &9 B6. 
— usura Жой т=н = (осі Бел Telegra р” 5 A 7 1 1% 111 — 13 11 ын 1110 
200,000 Do. "4% Deb. Stock з. S .. | Stock » » Е 104 —107 104 —107 : 
900000 5. 40 44 har 6% М.Р Db. id pl 8 1 . | 100 i% | Sio% 24 1 
ЫШ |e = рану | ШЫ 4 * 
160,000 | Great Northern Teles NE dE ni: . 10 |15% |15% | 198% 
62,5001 and Bermudas % Ма Mort, Debe., wi m 200 Rr) 100 » 92 ee 99 —102 99 —102 993 
17, 000 o-E Telegraph > ss 3» 26 10% | 10 96 1096 87 — 40 86 — 89 xd s 
0003 London tino-Brasilian Tel » 6 96 Debs. ee ee ° 100 ee ee 98 —102 98 —102 ee ee 
National one, Pref. 8 ee ee ee ee ee ee 100 5% 5% 6 99 —101 99 —101 1008 99 
шт?! Do. А Def. Stock g ve є .. | 100 EX 44 7 — 74 74 — 76 754 74 
15, Do. do. 6 Cum. 1st Pref. е ee ee ce ее 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 е. 
2.35000 | De. do орап. ва rl. Prot, 2 won 5: 8 |$ б б с 16 — 1 
. e on- um. . » 1 to • • na 
000,0001 Do. а . Deb. Stock ee e. e. ee Stock 92 — 94 98 — 96 
поен ей mei do. 40 Deb. оні nel са А е ч y y 102 Z 102 iM " 1 108 
en U ee ee — eo 
60,000 Do. de 6 % Cam = 171.004, fally paid Ro yak v с. ке! с ч 
100,0001 Bacio and uropean Tel, 4 $ саг, Debs., 1 to 1,000 e >. | 100 ee 97 —100 97 —100 ee 
11,889 Reuter’s ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 8 5% 5% ee 6)— 7% 7% 2 
8,808 Submarine Cables Trust vs же M " .. | Cort. “з 116 —191 116 —140 92 
68,000 | United River Plate 2 з 5 1% | 1% | 7% 6 6 5j 5% 
40,000 Do. NT Nos. 1 to 40,000 ee 5 ее ee ee 5 b ° 59 
119,947: е Debs. ee ee ee ee eos Stock ve ee oe 104 —107 104 —107 ee 
120868 Went Coast ot e Debe 110 1,500 guar. Bras, Sub, Tel, 18 а о об 96 — od : 
291900 | Western Telegraph, Lai, Ñ , to 907,00 t by a 10 | 1395 | 195 | 799 | 192 — 12 19 — 124 i} |... 
15,0001 bs. nd series, 1906 eo ee eo 100 eo е oe 100 —108 100 —108 eo eo 
400,000 Do. do. Bad Set l ee ee ое ео 100 ee ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 ae oe 
88,821 West India and Panama Te 2 ee a m 10 196 s% Ен i- à- " as 
nc Бо. do. do: е Qum. мй Pret, „ т. i ЕЕ кз 2 — d a E 
60,0003 Do, до, do. Debs., Noa. 1 4o 1.805 ..| 100 "i 5 .. | 1001 —104 101 —104 ie i. 


20000 | British Aluminium 7 x d 10 | ч “a= 8 44— 5h * 
900, 000 о. кү pa 1 8 Воск Red. ee ee ee Stock | ee ee | ee — LI ee 
100.000 | British Electio Trastion ^ Мо e 709. ax 3 | 4 |9*|99]| 99€ | 1-18 114— 12 i) | iig 
100,000 | Do. do, 6 % Cum. Pret. . uo qul. MS D. as Ver Mais: ll — 114 «Hb | Hi] H 
600,000 Do. do. 5 % Perpetual Debenture Stock ae .. | Stock | .. T Ку" 120 —128 120 —123 1224 1212 
100,000 | British Insulated and Helsby Cables T ee oe ec 6 14% |10% 10 6 — 91 st 64 T T 
100,000 Do. do. 6 96 ш. Pref. ee es ee 5 ee se ee bi— 57 ee 

50,000 Do. do. 1 81 Mort. Deb. Red. ees ee ee 100 ee ee ee 102 —105 102 —100 — | 

50,000 TBrowett, Lindley & Co, ee ee ees ee #1 8 : ‘Nil ee "E i pp Hn ee | 

60,000 |1 do. 6 Cum. Pr. | 21 6 6% SE 14/6 to 1 14/6 to 15 ^ 
106,781 | Brush "Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781 .. T - T 2 5 Nil Nil if — 1 wat 
150,000 Do. Non-cum.6% Prein. 3 | 6 8% | 6% li— 1 li- 1 lrs 
125,0001 Do. de Ф Perp. Deb. Stock .. oe .. | Stock | .. ve T 97 —100 97 —100 A 
126,000 Do. do. зинаи ee eo ee ee — 90 8 — 90 . 

40/000 каше >ч Cable оша оноп! А 6 15% |20% |15 % ll з), 11 — 14 xd 113 

. le 0. % ee es ee 
1,800,014 | Central Tondon. Railway, Ord. 8 А .. | Stock 4 4 95 — 98 95 — . 
404,008 Do. do. $a Pret. Stock ee 8 ee ee Btock oe 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 
494,908 Do. do. do. ee ео ee ee ee Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 
1,880,000 City and South London Railwa ee ее ee oe ee ee Stock 1} 9 8 61 — 63 6l — 68 524 52 

86,000 | Crompton & Oo., Nos. 1 to 88, 8 8 7i 5 2— % 11— 2} e 
100,000 to 11,000 of [, Debs., 1 to 900 of 4100, and} ‚|... | 4. | a0 -0 100 —104 

= Adan Unived Elec. Light, * “ ч " shares, "28 paid, 1 to n : al^ Ni ee ne u ae 

9 " shares, 01 [] ee ee ° 
84,0281 Do. 2 ‘ X, Deb: Steck Rea. S ..| 100 m oe T 72 — 77 72 — 77 i 
100,000 Do. 3 * b. Stock Prov. Certs, all pd. 100 ee ee ee 96 — 81 76 — ВІ ee 
119,100 whee 20077 e 06. ew ee | 9 Гв 1 OHM] OHM] OK 13 là- 12 i 

81,800 Do. s Pret. л фо 81,800 ee ee ee 2 ee ee ее 8 8 ee 

82,5003 du El ше оо. a 5 Deb, Stock oe ee pue 5% 5%, 5% чо 91 10 ee 

25,000 n ec 0 ә 4 ee ee ee ee 1 4 93 a 
96,000 | Henley's(W. T) Telegraph Works, Ora. ш . E [ao [goo 0 | M — 15 1 15 141 

АА 8 e * egrap. OF. ee ee ae ee ee = 
86,000 do. Tm ee ee ee ee 6 43 ee 0 6 — 6 — 5j 52, 
80000 | India-Rubber, Gutte-Percha & Telegraph Werka о о : . 0 10 & 10 |105 az 13 | та 19% 18 | 18 
u [] a or ee ee 2 = xcd fe 
у 1 o, do. 4 % 1s$ Mort. Deb. 110 3 > ns 100 —108 100 —108 
Liverpoo. Overhead Rail ‚ Ord. АС АГ ee ec ee ee 5 е 

10,000 t Do. do. kind Pret. 410 paid ee ee ee ee a их 1 — 1 1 108 Ф 

81,960 Telegraph Construction and Maintenance. . 12 174% | 2% 20 % — — . 
150,000: do. 4% Deb. Вав, "Мов, i 107,800 Red. 1900 100 ee ee ae 100 —108 100 —108 ee eo 
540,000; | Waterloo & City Railway, Ord. Stock 5 10 | 8% | 8% | si% | 93 — 96 98— 96 x is 


t Quotations on Liverpoc! Stock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Manchester Share List. 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (September Srd. 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES е) —ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


кок Closing done 
Tahara, Nov. 8rd Nov. 8га, 1908. 
i Higbest.| Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist, Electric Light, Ord... ..  .. 1 i— e Se 
100,000 Do. ч lat Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. — .. | 100 116 —119 zm e 
‚40,000 | Brompton & Kensington El o Light Sup., Ord. 1 ю 20, 000 5 ne d: 
80.000 Charing Oros а Strand Electric y Suppl "e ер св ‘wm | - 
an apply és ne 
10,000 Cum. Prei. b £e 
40,000 Do. NT City Undertaking » b Oum. Pref.  .. b | . oe 
260,000 Do. Deb. Btock Bets LE 1 ee ee 100 104 —106 Б oe 
44,486 |*Chelsea Electricity iud. 7 B50. . 5 54— 6 . s 
150,0002 Do. do. % Deb. | Stock Red. .. | Btock —111 . : 
70,506 | City of London Electrio I Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110,506 — ..  .. | 10 91— 10} 10, | 10% 
40,000 Do. : f., 1 to 40,000 us 10 14 e. ee 
400, 0001 Do. Deb Stock, г вопр. в. at i at 116) a all paid » se e 
800,000 Do. ü 2nd Deb. Stock, . | 100 102 —106 МЫ °° 
40,000 | County of London Prom Prov езен L hung, Ont 1—40.000. . 10 - il z . 
30,000 = 6 40,001—60,000. .| 10 is s 
400,0002 do Deb В Stock .. Pa s 2 я "m 07 —110 .. . 
250,000 $nd Deb. Моск — .. Stock 99 —102 xd | 1 JT 
60,000 ашын Electric 2 Corporation, Ord. Shares o Xe dd 8 61— Hi 6; 
80, Do. 6 % Cum. Pref. А 2s xd . 
Pu Do. 28 ce Ele ale Ord Ist Mort. Deb. Stoxx 10 110 113 ee . 
L) e ee Li oe 
[Жок эк жекс ТЫ, FS MEME 
ondon Electric Supply Corpora on, Я ‘ «s . oe 
‚840 Do. Tio: do. 6 % Pref. 5 of 5W .. 
250, 0002 do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red | Stock 100 —103 .. 
100,000 Motropritian Electio ‘Bupply, 1 to 100,000... vá 10 18$ 1% I 
71,106 44% Cum. Pref, 1—71,106, £8 paid Б 4i oe . 
990, Do: 90 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ee ee ee 110 —114 [ELI ae 
250,0002 Do. do. Mort. Dek: Stock Вей .. .. | Btock 97 —100 97 oe 
Notting Hill Electric Lighting e eo eo ee 10 s T «c» ы 
40,000 | Bt. James’ and Pall Mal) Electric Light, Ord. DG ; 5 уу л 1 Rj 
20,000 Do. do. do. 7 Pref. $0,081 to 40,080 b т 9 ee tor 
150,000; Do. do. 84 Deb. Stock ee 100 91 —]100 ee oe 
12,000 | Smithfield Markets Electrio Supply, Ота... .. .. .. .. 5 84 x . 
65,000 | South London Electrioi Supply, Onde М. A 5 4 88 
80,000 Urban Electr 10 Supply, © ee ee ee ee ee 5 53 5 
80,000 % Cum. Pref. ee ee ee eo ee b 6 2 
110,000 Westminster Electric Кару, Ord. а Ош. сык Б 18 128 138 
98,141 Do. do. b 96 Cum. Pret. . ee ee е 5 64 6% * 
* Subject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS. Wednesday, November 4th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. ee ee. METALS, Ko. (continued). Price. or Dec. 
e - . per cwt. 6j- a Copper Sheet © és .. per ton 278 Н 
а „ Nitric.. “= T .. рег owt, 99/- ss ; 1 is А 2d .. рег ton £78 А 
а » Oxalic.. oe oe ee per cwt. 82/- ee e Т] (Electrolytic) Bars ee per ton 461 * 
a э Bulphurio ee ee oe per owt, 5/8 eo e » » Sheets ee per ton £77 9t 
a ба PA m e per owt, 49/- we в " " .. рег ton #69 i 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton 488 10 ae € 55 n Н.С. Wire per lb. à ex 
a 99 99 ee oe ee per ton £80 oe 7 Ebonite Rod ee ө в ° рет 1Ь, we 
a Bleaching powder .. 2 . per ton 44 10 Бе f ЕЯ | ae és .. per lb. 8/- "S 
а Bisulphide of Carbon .. рег ton £15 S n German Silver W és .. рег lb. 16 be 
a Borar.. TX .. per ton `~ £18 МА k Gutta-percha fine. e ee per lb. 8j- . 
а Bensole (00%) . аа .. per gal. UE " k Indis rubber, Para nne e. per lb. 4/ to 4,2 84. dec. 
a ov (60 %) ee ee ee per » 5/6 ee 4 Iron, Charcoal Bhee ee per ton £18 0 
a r Sulphate .. oe .. рег ton 220 y. „ Pig (Cloveland v warrants) per ton 43/2 6d. inc. 
a Nitrate es сЕ .. per ton A94 T $ » Кошо, асосе бо ае per ton From 411 s% 
а , White Bugar va .. рег ton £81 . $ , Scrap, heavy .. рег ton 4% to 650% T 
a Mh rice y e лы А " .. рег к pr s „ Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. per ton т 1075 - 
ё е у . е 0 ee 
a Naphtha Solvent (00%, atiet С). Рег gal. 56 | g Lead, English Ingot .. . . Per ten 11 12 6 } . 
а Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. x 9 n Sheet  .. .. per ton £18 ee 
< » Caustic (76/80%).. .. рег ton £24 эз = Manganin Wire No.% ..  .. perlb. 8/- T 
isulphate os .. per ton £85 is g Mercury .. per bot. 288 76 ia 
a а Bhellao - .. рег owt. 210/- 10/- inc. d Mica in original cases) small .. per Ib, 4d. to 1/6 © 
a Sulphate of Magnesia ..  .. per ton £4 10 - " ” » medium per Ib. 2/6 to 10 8 
а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. рег ton £6 10 " d 35 " К per Ib. 4/- to 7 m 
: , тее ^ .. рег ton EB 10 a р Bronse, plain cestings per Ib. 1/- to ИЗ s 
Lum ee рег ton £5 $i p „ rolled bars & per | 1/- to 1/8 ©» 
: Boda. Caustic (white 1095) .. рег ton 210 15 T » » SBtrip&sheet per lb. From 1/1 28 
a 99 Crystals ee ee ee per ton £8 oe 0 Platinum ee @e per osz, £4 ee 
а „ Richromate, vs per lb. 94d. és p Silicium Bronze Wire per lb. 9d. to 11d. ae 
Bteel, Magnet, ao dg to desc'p'n per ton 258 6 
METALS, &o. $ » " dars "i oir ren #6 
b Aluminium In ote, in ton lots .. per ton £130 * g Tin, Blok. Per ton { ^ns AER I 
B а соса DA IR 4166 з “Ж. Wire, N Nos. 1 $0 16 . ber lb. 17 jd. in 
ee .. per ton a to per ‚ ine. 
sadi metal ton 448 to £180 i p 5 White Antitriction” Маа 
A Brass (rolled m 9" to 19") basis per Ib. 1а. а “White Ant" brand per ton £42 to 263 ЗА 
© » ed) a .. per lb. 9а. въ і Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on ap l per 1b. 8d. - 
e os (solid drawn).. ee per Ib. 7 . ee j [1] lea. Flax. МО рег Id. ee 
„ Wire, bas . . per Ib, та. E он B ply 10 tbs. Russian .. Per Id. = 
e Copper Tubes (brazed) .. per lb. d. es „ 10 1bs. R i le .. per lb. ‘ 25 
e К » (solid drawn) .. per lb. ; AM і 180 Ibs. Jute rove per ton 4 s6 
g Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £78 Zino, 8h’ t (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per tcn 298 15 s 
. supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; e Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. ыы ы & Bons.; e Frederick 
th & Co.: f dia-Rabber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Sb ; k Edward 1 ill & Co.; € Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; т W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; а P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Oo., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronse Co., Lid. 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 
Week | Receipts for Miles | Week for Miles 
Locality. ending the week. | Total to date, open. Locality. ending the week. | Total to date. open. 
, & £* R £* | Ы 8 £* 8 ár · | * 
Aberdeen Oct. 81' 1,298 7858 28.440 + 4,496 10 — g (South Staffordshire ..| Oct. 28 | 1,048 | +825 | 89,501 | + 6,977 -1 
Birmingham oe ws „ 81| 54207 | + 9 | 944,069 | + 9,104; — | — |S | ¿Swansea .. я wal „ B 618 | + 64 | 22,946 | + 1,879 — 
Bournemouth ee oe 597 28 877 = — — 104 — = 8 Taunton ee ee е [1] 23 58 т 2,687 БЕРЕ 194 + 11 
Blackburn — — — — — |194 7122 8 emouth .. „ 8 260 | + 18 | 18,781|+ 838 — 
Blackpool ..| » 29 386 | + 20 | 35,288 — 199 — |3 eston-super-Mare..| ,, 21 47 | — 6,495 | — 491 +% 
Blackpool and Fleetwood » 3l 272 | + 14 | 19,248 | — 186 74 — E aj Wolverhampton. Dist. » 28 894 | + 92 | 16,712) + 7,486 | 10g 148 
Blackpool and Lytham . » 81 P +162 | 10,05 | + 6.498 — | — | & | Wrexham » 28 181 — 4,288 — — — 
Bolton i^ e .. | Nov. 1 | 1,20 | + 87 А + 7,842 | 25 | — | Yorks. Woollen рш... „ 28 627 — 18,220 — 6 — 
Bradford .. T ‘le — — — — — 4l 1+4 3 Cardiff v ix „ 24| 1927 | +421 417,880| 14 | — 
Brighton Nov. 1 661 | + 64 | 48 545 — 64 | — Chatham & District Co. „„ 22 649 | + 49 | 22,021) 412,974 | G53 | — 
Brist ol ee ee е Oct. 30 4 ,625 a 178 — — 28 — Dover ee ee . 50 24 185 — 16 9,700 + 91 8 = 
B ley ee ee 90 81 820 +14] — — 7 — Dublin ee ee 9? 80 4,364 —109 96,660 + 7,451 | 464 + à 
1 sley District. p 28 175 - | 75 = = Bast Ham „ 81| "618 | +158 | 1106 | + 626 6 e | 
оп * 09 28 506 + €L 10,486 T 985 5 — 8 G т eo ee е [1] 81 18,996 + 1996 82,824 + 82,909 | 66 + 
; Dudley. Stourbridge. . „ 73 831 | +116 | 25769 | + 5,580 183 — % Hull. o 81 1,985 | 4302 | 68,219 | + 8.003 | H [+1 
8G : ; „ B| 942 | + 80 87,117| 494 | 10$ |+ 2 | g | Ilkeston eS .] „ 38|) 180 | — 2 — | 4j- 
. Gravesend —Northfleet | „, 29 238 | + 86 | 10,872 | + 1,006 — | д | Iele of Thanet — „ 81 867 | — 22 | 81,187 — 1,606; 10 | — 
Greenook—Pt.Glasgow | ,, 23 014 | + €4| 28,38, + 1,822} 7 — |= L ©» ; „ 31 | 5,807 | +246 | 175,859 | --10,*86 1 41 – 
epol  .. ..| » 28 269 | + 46 11608 + 657 +2 | È | Liv e. | „ 94 | 10,031 | 4112 | 484,131 714,188 108 | — 
. Kidde эө ee [1] 23 111 + 4 6,676 + 182 -— Man ester es ee [T] 81 11,591 + 6376 967,188 + 228,220 7 — 
$ Merthyr .. ee | e 28 208 | + 22 8, 472 — 169 B |— 1 Newcastle .. vs .. » 81| 8,004 | +6597 — — Wwi- 
Ы Middleton T oo | » 28 285 | + 82, 18,822| + 1,700 | 83 — Portamouth oe | „ SL | 1,494 | 4117 -— — 09 — 
P -| Oldham—Ash ыы 9 23 511 + 19 24,476 + 1,543 8 mE ord ee oe ee =s — — TR == 80 — 
Peterborough ..  ..| „ 23 127 — 6,885 — —|- Southampton » 29 Фф 7 4| — — 9|— 
Poole oe ее ее 9? 28 274 + 28 18,202 + 1.976 3i — Ф Sunder . ee Nov. 1 1,072 + 9 „93 + 1,987 20 +5 
Potteries ee «| » 23] 1,678 | + 84 | 66,855 | + 8,497 — tral on Railway) Oct. 81 | 6.746 | —409 | 111,066 | — 6.999 6 | — 
yor „ а à | шкын gg sie canton ви ge Hm Мы ию т а 
ee ee 98 — — сал» 0 =» e 
b i » 28 74 | + 98| 18648| + 9 488| =? |. . . (О-ой 82. — | 1,588 >+ 681 | 80,958 | + 1,955! 8 — 
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SOME NOTES ON STEAM TURBO-ELECTRIC 
GENERATING PLANTS. 


THE following discussion took place on Mr. Wilkinson's paper, 
which we published last week :— 

Mr. WiLsoN HARTNELL said that he would like a little more 
information, especially on the small pointe in which Messrs. Willans 
and R»bineon’s turbine differed from the Parsons, In conversation 
with Mr. Robinson he had told him that he thought the time for 
reciprocating engines for electrical work was slowly coming to an 
end, and he himself fully recognised this fact. One point he might 
mention was that of driving ut a uniform speed. He mentioned a 
town where there were 50-н.р. motors driving direct, which had given 
trouble owing to the pinions wearing as much on the back ae on the 
front side. 

Mr. HoLipav said that he had been using Parsons turbines at a 
colliery since 1895. When asking for quotations for reciprocating 
engines and turbines, the reciprocating engine-makers told them 
that they could not do a worse thing than get a Parsons turbine for 
power purposes, but in spite of this they got two 150-xw. machines 
and were во pleased with them that they had now got more, the 
largest being about 300 kw. A little difficulty was experienced at 
first with the very varying loads, due to the armature connections 
breaking off at the commutator. This was owing to insufficient 
flexibility, but it was overcome, and since then the trouble had not 
recurred. Hehad some reciprocating engines driving dynamos, 
and the attendants said they would rather run the whole of the 
turbines than one of the reciprocating engines. He mentioned that 
Messrs. Parsons had fitted an automatic brueh rocking gear, which 
consisted of a piston with a spring on the top. It always drew the 
brushes back to the proper position as the steam pressure on the 
first blade was always proportional to the load. There was a pipe from 
this first row of blades underneath the piston, the steam from which 
always worked against tbe piston rocking the brushes. This had been 
running for 18 months and had caused no trouble whatever. He 
mentioned a rather curious fact, namely, that there was one megohm 
of resistance between tbe steel spindle of the turbine and the 
frame of the bearings in which it was running, the film of oil on the 
bearings being suffcient to insulate the shaft. 

Mr. S. D. BcHoFIELD said that one great advantage of the turbine 
was ita low first cost, and the inexpensive foundation required. 
The machine itself in the smaller sizes could be moved to suit the pipe 
work, condensers, &c. Some 12 months ago he had occasion to 
borrow a 120-kw. machine from Messrs. Parsons, until they could 
deliver a larger size, and to save the expense of special pipes he 
borrowed a number of scrap 12-in cast-iron pipes, bolted them 
together the best way they would fit and then set the machine to 
suit them. With reference to the suggestion that in the Curtis tur- 
bine the condenser cannot be driven from the shaft, he would 
suggest that a separate motor-driven condensing plant was much 
better, as he found that even driving the force pumps at times 
spoilt the governing of the machines. With regard to the claim 
that no expensive cylinder oil was necessary, he said that an 
expensive lubricating oil was necessary. On two occasions he had 
had trouble with oil, once due to the water and oil combining, and 
the second time to impurities in the oil attacking the cast-iron 
reservoir and choking up the oil passages. He had found it a good 
thing to draw off a few gsllons of oil each day, putting it into the 
filter, and making up the deficiency with filtered oil. With regard 
to superheating, he had tried one machine with steam superheated 
over 600*, and had not had the slightest trouble with the blades. 
The tests on а 200-kw. machine worked out as follows :— 


Lbs. of 


| 
Date of Ste 8 h . v i Load i 
aeo! | Steam !Saperheat, Veonam in| Load in | speed, | steam per 
— | : 
Jan. 8,1903: 150 | 56 26:5 load | 3,000| 266 
| 160 56 265 | Pul | 3,000) 2223 
‚ 150 | 166 265 J load 3.000 2441 


| 150 181 26:5 Fal | 3,000 2039 
| 


Note.—Exolading power for air and circulating pumps. Decrease of steam 
consumption for higher superheat — 8 8 per cent. 


Mr. Srongy said that, with respect to economy of space, both 
Parsons and Curtis turbines were exactly the same, whilst the Curtis 
was double the height, and therefore took up double the amount of 
engine room. He would also like to know how the Curtis turbine 
of old could be taken to pieces when anything went wrong, as it 
appeared to him that the whole of the alternator would have to be 
lifted off. With regard to a vertical clearance of about 4,3; in., 
he would like to know how they managed to obtain such a 
small clearance as that. With reference to the Jast page in the 
paper, he said that those tests were made on a 1,500 Kw. machine, 
and results obtained now were 2 per cent. better than those, which 
were made 16 months ago. Regarding the oil consumption, he said 
that he had both reciprocating engines and turbines, and they saved 
£5 a week in oil for a load of 600 Kw., being equivalent to a steam 
consumption of 2 lbs. per Kw.-hour less. 

Mr. Jackson said that the Curtis turbine was in no way an 
infringement of the Parsons patents. On page 2 he read that, in 
order to get the steam consumption he must multiply by 10 and 
divide by 6, but he would suggest that the figure be increased to 7, 
otherwise, it put the efficiency of the generator rather too low. 
He said that the friction with the Curtis turbine was so small that 
they could turn the governor balls round by hand. The Curtis 
people would shortly deliver a continuous current turbine in 
which he thought they had overcome certain difficulties peculiar 


to that type. 
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Mr. W. J. A. Lonponx, referring to the De Laval steam turbine, in 
which there was only 2 mm. clearance between the exhaust end of the 
nozzle and the wheel, said that he had always understood that steam 
issuing from a properly constructed nozzle flowed in a parallel stream 
for a considerable distance, and that a clearance of 20 mm. or 
so could be allowed without decreasing the efficiency. To bring 
out the point of parallel running still more, he would like to 
mention the instance of the Parsons-Brown- Boveri turbo- 
generator of 3,000 xw. installed at Frankfort. This machine 
was started up and put into parallel with a slow speed machine 
without the slightest difficulty and without assistance from the 
turbine expert. He referred to the difficulty of dismantling a 
vertical turbine, and thought that it was very much more difficult 
to dismantle than the same machine would be if built on a horizontal 
plane. Referring to the Westinghouse turbine, he said that the 
new machine was a modified combination of the De Laval and 
Parsons type, steam entering at the centre of the oylinder and 
issuing both ways through a series of stationary and revolving 
nozzles, the low pressure expansion being taken care of by Parsons 
blades. The Westinghouse people had recently guaranteed on an 
1,800-xw. machine, with a steam pressure of 180, vacuum 273 in., 
and superheat of 150°, 16°4 lbs. per Kw.-hour. The overall length 
of the 6, 500-K w. turbine for the London Underground Railway would 
only be about 40 ft., which compared favourably with any slow 
speed horizontal reciprocating steam engine. The total weight of 
the combined plant was about 200 tons, being about one-third of the 
3,500-Kw. Bulzer-Kolben plant. He failed to see how any addi- 
tional ventilation was obtained in the Curtis turbine, because with 
the generator placed directly above and the steam entering at 
the top, one would think there would bea great deal of radiation, 
and that the hot gases from the turbine would rise and heat up the 
generator to a greater extent than in a horizontal machine. With 
reference to oil economy he gave the, following results, which he 
obtained whilet with a Continental firm, the machines being of 
1,000 xw. output :— 

Reciprocating engine pan ен day's run of 24 hours:— 
4 gallons engine oil; 4 gallons cylinder oil ; 4 gallons filtered oil. 

Steam turbine :—'8 gallon engine oil; `4 gallon cylinder oil. 

Assuming a station of 10 units of 1, OOO-xw. reciprocating plant, 
and taking an average price for oil, and assuming the machines to 
be giving two-thirds of their output all the year round, the oil bill 
for the year would come out about £2,300, whereas that of a turbine 
station would only be about £300. Considering the London 
Underground station consisted of a total of 44,000 xw., the saving 
wou]d be quite a big factor, and he thought that the oil consumption 
was à point which should receive more consideration than it does. 

Mr. A. B. MouxraIN said that tbe figures given to them, 
showed what excellent results could be obtained providing the 
superheat was very high, but what was the difference in the coal bill? 
They knew that a certain amount of coal had to be burnt to produce 
superheat, and he thougbt ít was unfair for the autbor to compare 
the Sulzer plant with the Parsons plant, because in the one case he 
had a plant with saturated steam, and in the other case one with 
100° superheat. And, again, in one case there was 4 in. more vacuum 
than in the other. He thought that the Curtis turbine would have 
a larger diameter than the Parsons. The other day he had a steam 
leakage of something like т}, in. and he was astounded at the 
amount of steam wbich could pass through tbat little space. It was 
obvious that if the diameter were increased, the leakage past the 
edge was also increased. 

Mr. BAMUNBLSON said that by superheating 100°, the steam con- 
sumption was reduced 1 lb. Previous speakers had alluded to the 
fact that they could not superheat without some expense. Assum- 
ing the consumption to be 19 lbs., and that they bad improved 
the efficiency 10 per cent. This 10 per cent. was made up as 
follows :—Four-tenths had been added in heat, and more coal had 
had to be put on the fire, but 2 per cent. more was obtained from the 
superheated steam. The quality which this steam bad, gave another 
2 per cent., because when wet steam went through the machine the 
friction was very much greater than when the steam was dry, and thus 
nearly 6 per cent. represented the total gain. He then gave some 
tests on a 500 xw. Curtis turbine, the steam pressure being 150 lbs., 
superbeat 150° and vacuum 283 in The full load consumption was 
1875 Iba. of steam, half load 204, and quarter load 22} Iba. The 
turbine was underrated, as it was really а 750-k w. machine, and could 
be ran up to 900. For 50° of superheat he had obtained 94 per 
cent., and for 100° 14 per cent. improvement in «team consumption. 
With reference to the machine being taken to pieces, there bad been 
no occasion to do во since it was erected ; should it be required it was 
only necessary to lift the generator up a couple of inches or so, 
when the turbine could be readily got at. In this machine the 
temperature was not high inside, as in the Parsons, being only 220°. 
He should like to add that the macbines were designed to give full 
load when running non-condensing; that meant that the steam only 
did half its work. The weight of a 1,500-k w. machine was 60 tons, 
and of a 3,000-E w. 130 tons. He also added that the blades on the 
wheels were cut from the solid so that they would stand any amount 
of superheat. 

Mr. BARKER said that it was his privilege to bave been the station 
engineer of the second turbine station in tbis country, and the 
history of that station (Cambridge) bad been a continued success. 
The coal costs were ratber higb, the output being less than 500,000 
units The station was two miles away from the centre and trans- 
mitted a quarter of a mile before getting to а consumer. The centre 
of the town was composed of colleges, and ths density factor could 
never be high. The coal cost of 66d. per unit sold would have been 
equal to ‘5d., if it had been direct current. Anotber thing was tbat 
the coal cartage was 8s. per ton from the pit to the station, whilst 
in that district, with cheap coal, the cost could be brought down to 
something like ‘25 or 2d. per unit. He said that the blades in the 
Parsons turbine did not come out, although on one or two occasions 


they had broken off, due to faulty material, but such a thing was 
nearly unknown in the Parsons turbine. . 
Mr. WiLEmson, in reply, said that he did not anticipate any diffi- 
culty in replying to criticism, inasmuch as the subject matter con- 
sisted largely of statements and facte. He did not agree with the 
view of some speakers that the days of the reciprocating engine, 80 
far as electric power stations were concerned, were numbered, as not- 
withstanding the assurances which had been given that all the 
objections named as to the fitness of steam turbines for driving 
direct current generators were surmounted, there wasno doubt that the 
future of direct current generstion lay with the elower recipro- 
cating engine, at least, until a type of turbine was perfected to run 


economically at not exceeding 500 per minute. Automatic 
rocking gear for the brushes of direct current generators, о : 
by a piston in a steam cylinder connected to the turbine side 


of the throttle valve governor had been named, but this was a make- 
shift device, and did not get over the difficulty of excessive 
wear and tear on the commutators and collecting brushes. He 
regretted that they had had no definite information given them 
as to the effect of high superheat, and he would suggest that it 
would be highly interesting and useful if they could have a paper 
dealing with the economies of superheat, both with referenoe to 
steam turbines and reciprocating engines, setting forth exactly at 
what point the advantages of superheating were nullified by the 
increased consumption of fuel to produce such superbeat. It had 
been suggested that it was unfair to compare the steam consumption 
of the Sulzer-Kolben plant with the Parsons plant, inasmuch as the 
results in the latter were obtained by superheating 100° with a 4-in. 
better vacuum, but he contended tbat it was useful to compare 
results obtained in actual practice. It would be interesting to know 
why advantage was not taken in the Sulzer engine of the increased 
economy obtainable by superheating. Possibly it was not easy to 
improve the vacuum on the reciprocating plant, whereas one of the 
advantages of turbines was that no air was drawn into the condenser. 
A fertile cause of low vacuum in reciprocating plante was air leakage 
at the low pressure piston rod and valve packings, and in such cases 
he found it of great advantage to water-seal the packings at the low 
ressure end, especially in the case of engines with metallic packings. 
ntly in а 600-н.р. plant he obtained by this means 2j in. 
increased vacuum in the condenser. 


ARO LIGHTING IN WILLESDEN AND 
HAMPSTEAD. 


А LARGE installation of arc lamps for the lighting of Kilburn, 

Harlesden, Hampstead and Willesden has been carried out during 

the past year by the Gilbert Arc Lamp Co., Ltd., of Chingford, for 

Mr, E. T. Ruthven Murray, of Willesden, and Mr. d. H. Cottam, engi- 

neer to the Hampstead Borough Council, in which many of the com- 

D most recent improvements and inventions have been intro- 
uced. 


The Hampstead lighting consiste of lamps run in series off a con- 
stant pressure of about 1,800 volts, special machines being provided 
in the Borough Council's alternating station to supply direct cur- 
rent at this pressure. The Kilburn and Willesden lighting is 
carried out with lampe in series off a constant pressure of 480 volta. 

All the lamps are similar and interchangeable, and are fitted on 
similar posts, one of which is shown in fig. 1; they are further 
provided with lowering gear, wbich is & special feature of the 
Gilbert Arc Lamp Co.'s system, and has been adopted on almost al] the 
important work which that company has carried out during the past 
two years. The external appearance of this gear can be seen in the 
illustration, and it will be noticed that it is very neat and unob- 
trusive, although it is of exceptionally strong construction. It is 
mechanically very simple, stout double cord being used for suspen- 
sion, which, whilst adding immensely to the strength at very slight 
expense, aiso avoids any twisting of the lamps, and allows plain 
knife ewitch contacts to be used, which can be effectively insulated. 
When the lamp is in position it is supported independently of the 
cord by special catches. 

The lamps used are of the Gilbert Arc Lamp Co.'s usual type, 
containing their latest improvements, and the Hampstead engineers, 
who have ammeters continuously in their circuits, have expressed 
themselves as particularly impressed with the steadiness and uni- 
formity obtained in working. The improvement is obtained 
by paying as much attention to the strike or retrace 
portion of the motion of the lamp mechanism as to the 
“ feeding” iteelf. The usual positions and ideas are quite aban- 
doned, and a very slight electrical alteration is able to completely 
open out the arc. That this is an important improvement is 
evidenced by the unusual uniformity of circuits composed of these 
lamps, which enables the Gilbert lamps containing 6 ft. of carbon to 
run satisfactorily, a feat otherwise impossible. 

Most of the pillars are fitted with two incandescent lamps, 
which are carried io substantial cast-iron fittings, forming 
also suitable reflectors. These-incandescent lamps are controlled 
by “Gilbert” patent automatic switches, which have got over 
the troubles which beset the earlier attempts in this direction, and 
are reported as satisfactory from all quarters. | 

We шау оп а fature occasion give a separate detailed description 
of this switch, but shortly we may mention that it is a simple 
direct magnetic switch, and its action is rendered controllable from a 
distance by means of a catch which takes an appreciable time in 
accomplishing its motion, eo that it engages, or not, leaving the 
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switch open or shut in response to a short or long application of elec- 


trical power toit. The arrangement is contained in a neat cast-iron . 


box 8 in. х 4 in. x 4 in., and cau be seen in our illustration of the 


Fid. 1.—- GIL BEAT Авс Lame COLUMN, WILLESDEN. 


"post gear,” fig. 2. The box also contains double-pole fuses and 
convenient terminals. 

Т! ere is rather a large amount of gear іп most of tc se pos a, and 
our illoetration shows one of the most c^mplirated. It will be seen 


Fic. 3.—SPrkorAL SWITCH. 


that all the apparatus i« made up into one complete gear, and each 
set of apparatus is fixed into the post-base by two bolta. Р 

All the units are y designed and made by the company 
with a view of being used together. They are provided with porce- 
lain bases, giving a high degree of insulation, and are assembled on 
а light iron frame; they are easily attached or detached individu- 
тед The frame is fixed ќо a shaped wood block which is bolted to 

e post. 

All resistances are specially kept well away from both the wood 
and the various cables. An umbrella is provided to keep any direct 
water off. The first apparatus which will be seen below the winch 
is the “ Gilbert patent automatic switch " described above, and used 
for controlling the incandescent lamps by means of the arc lamp cir- 
cuit; beneath that is a switch carrying out all the operations 
required in an arc lamp- (fig. 3). It is a turn switch, mounted on 
porcelain and provided with a quick break. The switch is double- 
pole, double-bresk and capable of mag easily with 20 amperes 
at 500 volts. The switch acts necessarily ag a starting switch, 


utilising the compensating resistance as a steady ing resistance, . e., 
switching on at the first position 9:lamps out of 10, plus one substi- 
tutional resistance; in a few moments the 10th lamp can be put in, 
in place of the resistance. This is always useful, aud particularly so 
with such powerful and long range sensitive lamps as the Gilbert 
lamps Of course, this switch will also act as a switch to cut the 
lamp out of circuit if required. The next porcelain base carries the 
automatic cut-out and strong terminals, capable of gripping and 
supporting the leads, which are also provided in all the apparatus. 
The chief features of the cut-out are the absence of any part likely 
to stick or jam, and ite unusual power, enabling a stiff rubbing con- 
tact of bronze to be used having a definite self-cleaning rub, which 


Fic. 2 —ABBANGEMENT OF APPARATUS (ON TEMPORARY SUPPORT) 
AS IN Bass ОР Lame COLUMN. 


the firm have found to be more satisfactory than any touching con- 
tacts of carbon or any special metal. The resistances are made of 
steel wire wcund on the usval epiralled porcelain formers, care being 
taken to securely clamp them from end to end so that there is no 
harm done should they crack from the heat. 


PRACTICAL EXAMPLES 
WITH THE CALOULATOR BOARD. 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


SERIES I.— Notes for Submarine Cable Staffs. 
(Continued from page 723.) 


Coefficients for Temperature Correction of Resistance Coils 
Wound with Various Alloys. 


If, for instance, bridge coils be used at a temperature 
higher or lower than that at which they are correct, a certain 
correction has to be added to, or subtracted from, the 
observed bridge reading. In the case of German silver, 
platinum silver, or platinoid, the correction is appreciable. 
Manganin, however, has so low a coefficient, that the said 
correction becomes unnecessary. 

Mr. John Gott has shown, in the ELEcTRICAL REVIEW 
for February 14th, 1902, how, by the addition of a small 
box containing 10°, 100", 1,000", and 10,000" coils of 
manganin as ratio coils on the cable or (x) side of the bridge, 
there is no occasion for the temperature of the bridge coils 
to be observed, with whatever alloy they may be wound, for, 
with this arrangement, the bridge system automatically 
corrects itself. | 
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In the many instances where correction is still necessary, 
the calculator board curves offer great facilities for such an 
operation. 


PLATIN^!5, 


100 200 300 25 
Fic. 23. 


Example 14.— (Fig. 23.) 

A bridge with platinoid-wound coils correct at 60° F. 
gave at 85° F. 2,133°66 ohms as CR of a cable. Required 
correct CR. 
~ NorE.—Temperature conversion curves for 


1. German-silver. 
2. Platinoid. 
3. Platinum-silver. 


Ordinate :—c,, 100 = 10? F. difference in temperature. 

Abscissa :— 9. 100 = 0:001 (+ 1) = coefficient by 
which bridge readings must be multiplied, or divided, ав the 
case may be. 

On ecale g,, according to the above figures :— 


100 = 1:00100 
200 = 1:00200 
255 = 1:00255 
385 = 1:00385 


460 = 1 00460 (limit of actual scale o«) 

755 — 100755 (On second portion of scale, if extended, as 
is the case with the Germav-silver curve 
on the sheet) 


In the present example, difference of temperature involved 
is 85? — 60° = 25? F. 

Bring н.с. to 250 (= 25°) on omnibus scale G.. 

To point where H.C. intersects curve for platinoid bring 
v. C. во that н.с, v.c, and platinoid curve intersect at a 
common point. 

At lower extremity of v.c. read 325, that is, 1:00325. 

Then 2.1338:66 x 1:00325 = 2,140°5 ohms, which is 
bridge reading corrected for the fact that the reading was 
noted ata temperature 25? F. higher than that at which 
bridge coils were known to be correct. | 

Checking by logs, as generally employed :— 

log. log. log. 
2.183°66 832913 + 0:00141 = 8:33054 = 2,140°6 obme. 

Example 16.—(Fig. 25.) 

A cable electrician is called upon to ure a Wheatstone 
bridge fitted with a thermomete: graduated in degrees Centi- 
grade. The bridge is mark d correct at 15:5? C. 

Temperature at, which tert is made, is 29:4? C. 

Difference — 29:4 — 155 — 13:9? C. 


It so happens that all available tabular data to hand are 


compiled in terms of degrees Fahrenheit. 

Then, given difference of 18'9° C., required equivalent 
difference in degrees Fahrenheit. 

Ordinate :—c, 100 = 10° F. difference in temperature. 

Abeciesa: — 9; 100 = 10° C. difference in temperature. 

Bring у с. to 139 that is 18°9° С. difference on omnibus 
scale g,. 

To point where v.c. intersects curve (clearly indicated on 
sheet) bring H.C. so that the two cursors, and the curve inter- 
eect at a common point. 

Then at the left extremity of н.с. read 253, that is, 95:8? 
F., a difference in temperature equivalent to 13:9? C, 


On occasions, when it is necessary to reverse this opera- 
tion, H.C. is first brought to difference in degrees Fahrenheit. 
Then v.c. is brought to the point where н.с. intereects 
curve. Then at lower extremity of v.c. is read equivalent 
temperature difference in terms of degrees Centigrade. 
Obviously all calculator-board computations may be easily 
reversed. 

For instance—to go back, at random, to a former example 
—say, Example 4, K was computed in terms of n. 

Let it be supposed that data relating to n had been lost, 
whilst numerical equivalent of K was still known. Then by 
reversing the afore-described manipulation of the board,” 
n can be ascertained from к. 

Example 17 :— 

To convert, by the board, degrees F. to degrees C. or vice 
versa, operation is simple. 

Given 57°8° F.——? С. 57:33 F. — 82 = 95:8, (by 
cursors and curve) = 13:9? C. 

Given 18:9? C.—?F. By cursors and curve 18:9? C. 
= 25:3 (+ 32) = 57:8? F. 

In the foregoing examples the calculator board has been 
considered and utilised as a compendium of useful data 
under thé highly condensed form of curves. The numerical 


00 200 300 
Fic. 25. 


values evolved out of the varied relationships between ordi- 
nates and abscisæ have been computed by the mechanical 
operation of two intersecting cursors. 

The following example will show the calculator board 
under a two-fold aspect :— | 

First :—That of a curve-record of useful data. 

Secondly :—'That of & working board on which fresh 
curves can be plotted in pencil for the investigation of 
certain points of inquiry: the said pencil curves to be 
erased, once their purpose bas been served, or when tracings 
have been made from them to serve as a permanent record. 


Jona Localisation Curves. 


These curves are derived from Wheatstone bridge tests to 
scale zero (in the firet mentioned case) with various currents 


En. . 
e per N. M., cut flush, and immersed 
in salt water. 

Resistance inserted between bridge and core approximately 
2,000 ohms. 

The following examples are given not so much to illustrate 
any special localisation methods, but to afford practical 
proof of the immense facility for expediting work by quickly 
plotting down values on a matt surface of celluloid sheet, 
possessed, at one and the same time, of the advantages of 
accurately graduated sectional paper, and of a common 
working slate with an ever renewable surface. 

These graphic methods, whilst economising time, add a 
fascinating interest to the work. This interest grows on 
the worker as the general trend of the plottings becomes 
apparent, and, without any irksome calculation or fumbling 


on core 
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with logarithm. books, the unknown z is indicated by a digit- 
like curve the resultant of a few plottings. 

Asshown by Jona, current and resistance values may be 
plotted on sectional paper, when the points plotted will be 
found to trace a curve in the direction of the point on the 
line of cable conductor resistance, representing the trve 
ohmic value up to the break. | 

Example 18 :— 

The following are figures from actual tests to scale 
zero ;— 


November 14th. | November 19th. November Ast. 

ma. ohms. ma. ohms. ma. obms. 
1742 gave 2, 0845 | 1716 gave 2,061°5 17:24 gave 9,061 
898 „ 2,0955 8:262 „ 12,0944 8:352 „ 320927 
4095 , 2,148 3997 , 2151 4094 , 292,464 
2026 „ 2,232 1:895 „ 39,2475 2000 „ 223.5 


Jona hes algo pointed out that & conveniently restricted 
and compact curve may be obtained if current values be 


plotted in terms of Е instead of in terms of ma. 
V ma. 


The corresponding factors — current and scale zero 
bridge-readings— now become :— 
November 14th. November 19th. | November 21st. 

ES NE ЖЕ ТАЛДА 8 
y шь. ohms. А/ ma. ohms. | / ma ohms. 
0240 2,064 5 0°242 2,061:5 0:241 2,061 
0345 2,095:5 0:348 2,094 4 | U°345 2,092°7 
0494 2,148 0°500 2,151 0 494 2,146°4 
0703 2232 | 0726 2,4475 07(0 2,2375 


To obtain the foregoing values for T" by Ше “ board 


V ma. 
procedure was as follows :— 
Ordinate :—Scale G, graduated in milliamperes (ma.) 
Abscissa :— Scale 95 graduated 1 to 0°01. 


Curve :—That marked 


— аа 


MA. 
These give corresponding numerical values for the ex- 


; 1 
PUE 
To take one of the foregoing exemples—say the test 
made on November 140 —ғее previous table. To solve 


1 
459 (fig. 26)— 


with a range for ma. from 1 ma. to 46 ma. 


MA 


40 


Fic. 26. 


Bring Б.С. to 17:42 on the ordinate scale for milliamperes 


(us) viz., scale G,. 


——, bring V.C., at 


To point where H. C. intersects curve Fre, 
lower extremity of which read answer 0:240, | 


A passing check by logs., merely for the purpose of these 
notes, corroborates the sufficient accuracy of the above 
figure. i | 


og. log. 
17:49 1°24105 — 9 = 0:62052 = 41737 
1 — 4:1737 = 0:2396. 
1 
All the other ——— 
V ma 


derived from the three other ma. values, viz :— 


having, in like manner, been 


ma. 


A/ ша 
8 38 0:345 
4 095 0:494 
2:026 0:703 


matters are ready for the plotting of Jona localisation curves 
for the three dates aforementioned. 
(To be continued.) 


THE MULTIPLE SUPPLY ELECTRIC 
RAILWAY SYSTEM. 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 


THE comparative success of the experimenta recently made in 
Germany in the matter of the application of electric traction 
to railway trains, and the very high speed attained during 
these experiments, has excited renewed interest in this 
fascinating field of electrical work. Before describing 
another attempt at a solution of the problem of the use of 
electricity on roads now operated by means of steam loco- 
motives only, it may be well to first consider the objections 
which may be urged against the system which has been tried 
by our Teutonic neighbours. 

In the German experiments, high voltage transmission by 
means of three-phase currents was employed, current being 
collected from three horizontal stretched wires by means of 
а modification of the well-known Siemens sliding bow, and a 
working pressure of 10.000 volts being supplied to the 
motors, Such an arrangement necessarily involves serious 
difficulties in insulation, it having been found on other roads 
in Switzerland and Italy that the pressure of the sliding con- 
tacts and the surging of the train frequently cause breakage 
of the insulators. The difficulties of construction, moreover, 
are estill more serious, especially in tunnels, station yards, 
where a multiplicity of tracks and sidings may exist, and at 
bridges or crossings. These difficulties of construction are 
aggravated by the fact that, in order to obtain a safe distance 
between the conducting wires, the mast carrying the sliding 
contacts must be fully 25 ft. above the track, while in the 
German experiments it was probably more. Should, however, 
the constructional difficulties be successfully ove:come, there 
still remains the extreme liability to breakdown inherent in 
all purely high voltage systems from the effects of gales, rain, 
snow, sleet and lightning, to say nothing of the more 
common accidents to which the combination of generating 
plant, transmission line, transformers and train motors is 
subject. It is well remembered that the great power trans- 
mission plant at Niagara Falls was shut down some time 
ago for 36 hours from the effecta of lightning, while the 
New York elevated roads bave been helples on several 
occasions from the presence cf sleet frozen on the conducting 
rail, In England, in January last, practically the whole 
country was covered with a glaze of ice for many hours, 
and on tbat occasion, bad any existing system of electric 
traction been in general use, our railways would have been in 
serious difficulties. It may be doubted, therefore, if con- 
servative British railway directors will ever adopt any system 
of electric traction not sffording the same certainty of opera- 
tion and the same security against breakdowns as is now 
obtained with the reliable steam locomotive. If such a 
system can be had at а reasonable first cost, which may 
be operated much more cheaply tban the steam Iccomotive 
system, then we may see electricity used on our great trunk 
lines ; but existing systems do not offer these guarantees. 

The method herein briefly deecribed, which has been 
called the multiple supply system,” is an attempt to solve 
the problem on hitherto untried lines, To realise the primary 
condition—that of absolute safety and certainty of operation 
—it is necessary that all trains shall be, to a large extent, 
Belf-contained—tbat is, they must be able to propel them- 
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selves for a certain distance irrespective of the conducting 
line. To secure this condition, it is proposed to utilise the 
remarkable properties of the new Edison storage battery, em- 
ployed as an adjunct to a suitable system of long-distance 
transmission. 

It is not necessary here to discuss the merits of Mr. 
Edison’s latest and greatest invention, as these will shortly 
be placed before the engineering profession in great detail 
by others. It may be said, however, that the severest tests 
on the most difficult form of traction work—that of driving 
automobiles over common roads and severe gradiente—have 
shown without question that similar batteries, used on 
smooth rails and easy grades, solely as an aid and adjunct 
to other methods of propulsion, will bave an almost indefinite 
life. As extreme lightness is naturally desirable in a battery 
which must be carried on the train iteelf, it is gratifying to 
find that a total weight of 20 tons of Edison battery will 
propel a train weighing 200 tons for a distance of 50 miles 
on level track at а speed of 75 miles per hour, without any 
assistance from an external source of energy ; and that this 
weight added to that cf the necessary electric locomotive, 
with motors, &c., is considerably leas than that of steam 
locomotives, with tender, coals and water, able to do similar 
service. If, however, this weight of battery be used solely 
as an adjunct to a system of line supply, then the total train 
weight may be increased to 800 or 350 tons, while the bat- 
tery on onecharge will cover a distance of from 300 to 400 miles, 
and still retain ite ability to propel the train for distances of 
from 30 to 50 miles in case of a total failure of the line 
supply. That is, we may retain the advantages of high 
voltage transmission with the certainty that in case of acci- 
dent thereto we may still propel our train to ite destination, 
or over the defective section of line, at a reasonable speed. 

But thisis notenough ; we must still secure great economy 
in construction and a greatly reduced cost of operation over 
steam. | 

These requisites are obtained оп the multiple supply 
system in the following manner :— 

On double track lines having a heavy traffic, such as are 
customary in England, a continuous current three-wire 
system of line transmission is proposed, the pressure between 
the outer conductors being 4,000 volts. The inner or 
adjoiniog rails of the line are bonded and cross-bonded to 
serve as a neutral conductor, and the up and down lines 
are operated by the positive and negative conductors 
respectively. As it is not believed that English methods 
of construction will ever tolerate the dangerous overhead 
wires proposed in Germany, а third rail conducting system 
would be employed, and special methods of insulation have 
been designed for this work. These third rails are entirely 
omitted at sidings, station approaches, on severe down 
grades, in tunnels or on bridges, at points where difficulties 
of construction may exist, as in station yards, and wherever 
their use may be specially dangeroua to life. As the points 
at which third-rail construction is dispensed with are natu- 
rally Шоке at which trains must necessarily run slowly, and 
consequently with а minimum of power, the train battery 
alone would be used at such places, the line current being 
automatically cut off before a tbird-rail section is passed and 
restored when a section is reached. The saving in third- 
rail construction on most lines would be about 40 per cent. 
of the total mileage of main and side track, but as а pres- 
sure of 4,000 volts is used in place of the customary 500, 
the total cost of construction would be greatly reduced, especi- 
ally as the patts omitted are precisely those which offer the 
greatest difficulties in ordinary practice. In fact, it may be 
stated here that the saving as compared with the usual 
500-volt system, using а conducting rail weighing 100 lbe. 
per yard, is more than sufficient to pay for all the train and 
reserve batteries required on a busy line operating heavy 
trains. The third-rail conductors would be laid in sections 
corresponding to the signal sections of the line, and each 
section would be electrically dead except when a train 
was in operation thereon, These sections would be supplied 
from generating stations located from 30 to 50 miles apart, 
through continuous conductors so arranged that any train 
could be supplied from either direction in case of a breakdown 
in a generating plant. 

Each train locomotive would carry two sets of motors, one 
adapted to work with current from the high voltage line 
only, the other being supplied from the low voltage battery 


only. The batteries may thus work over a wide range of 
voltage, as the Edison battery may be discharged to zero 
without injury. As the batteries cannot discharge into 
the line under any circumstances, each train becomes, so far 
as they are concerned, an absolutely independent unit. 
These batteries may, however, be re-charged from the line 
when necessary, as they cannot be injured by overcharging 
at rates far in excess of the normal. The train motors 
would be go proportioned that the train could be operated at 
full speed on level track by means of the motora in connec- 
tion with the line only, or with slight assistance from the 
battery-actuated motors. In starting from a station, or 
on upward gradients, the combined power of both sets 
of motors would be employed, the remarkable over- 
discharge rate of the bettery being utilised so far 
as necessary. When standing at a station, power may be 
taken from the line to recharge the battery, and further 
recharging may be done by using the battery motors as 
generators on severe down grades, or in braking. As 40 per 
cent. of the line is not equipped with third-rail conductors 
at all, about 40 per cent. of the total number of trains on 
the Jine would be out of contact with the generating plante, 
and the latter may be made correspondingly smaller with a 
like saving in first cost. As current is taken direct from 
generator to train motor, the use of three-phase transmission 
and rotary converters is unnecessary. It will further be 
observed that the current supplied to trains from Ње 
generating plants is only that required to operate each at 
normal speed on level track, the excess power required at 
up grades and on starting from stations being supplied from 
the train batteries ; this necessarily secures an even load 
factor, and avoids the necessity of using large generating 
plante The constant load factor is further secured by the 
use of small stationary batteries at generating stations, and 
by the current-absorbing properties of all train batteries not 
in actual use. As few railway lines maintain in service a 
maximum number of trains for over 10 hours daily, the 
generating plants, if operated continuously for 24 hours 
daily, will do all the battery recharging necessary without 
any increase in the capacity of the plante—that ів, small plants 
under constant load will do as much work, if operated con- 
tinuously, as large plants now do when operated under a 
fluctuating load for shorter hours, but the small plant may 
readily cost from 40 per cent. to 50 per cent. less than the 
large one. In fact, the total cost of a system as described 
has been ascertained from known data to be about one-third 
that of the familiar three-phase rotary converter system for 
equal work. 

On single-track lines having a comparatively light train 
service, or where power has to be transmitted for long 
distances, а single-phase system combined with train 
batteries may be used. In this case the trains would be 
started and brought up to speed by battery power only, after 
which the alternating-current motors would be kept in 
constant operation, regardless of the physical conditions 
of the line. The excess power required on up grades would 
be supplied by the battery, and the excess speed on down 
grades would be checked by recharging the battery from its 
motors used as generators. If for any cause the train should 
fall below its normal rate of speed, the line-actuated motors 
would be automatically put out of circuit. That is, the train 
would control the motors, and not the motors the train, the 
battery and its motors serving as regulators. 

In either the direct or alternating current systems an 
almost ideal load factor may be expected, and consequently 
generators would preferably be driven by means of power-gas 
engines, thus securing the use of the cheapest known power. 
The economy of such a system over the use of steam looo- 
motives is self-evident. 

It will, of course, be understood that in this article no 
attempt has been made to describe the various details of 
control, &c., all of which have been carefully worked out. 
The vital feature is, of course, the independent relations of 
line and battery, as existing methods do not secure the best 
results from any battery, while they are wholly unsuited to 
the Edison apparatus. The amount of battery used on any 
train may be suited to the requirements of the line, and the 
elements need not be removed from the train for examination 
or recharging. As each cell may be made 6 ft. high, if 
necessary, little room is wasted, and the cost of hauling the 
batteries over the line is insignificant when power is produced 
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in the cheapest possible manner with a total elimination of 
the losses inherent in previous systems. 

- The essential details of the multiple supply system have 
been patented in many countries, and a demonstration of its 
capabilities will shortly be made on a large scale. 


REVIEWS. 


Spon's Engineers’ Price-Book, 1903-4. By Tuomas G. 
Martow. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. | 


This is an exceedingly comprehensive volume, and it is 
within the reach of: all to whom such a work at a very 
low price will appeal. 

The volume is divided into three sections, as follows :— 
А price-book arrauged alphabetically with cut and lettered 
index, for ease of reference; a directory containing the 
names of over 6,400 makers of engineering plant and 
material and their various specialties ; and, lastly, a small 
trade-mark section. 

As future editions are calculated to be more complete, 
and in some details more accurate, the volume is likely to 
become one of exceeding great value. In the present edition 
there is not complete accuracy in the names and addresses 
of some of the engineering firms included in the directory 
part, but this the author seems to have suspected to be the 
case when he wrote his preface. The electrical side of the 
work is not by any means ite strongest, and it will become 
of more real value to the electrical estimator and engineer 
if it is made more complete in later editions. Surely alter- 
nating-current machinery, steam turbines, and vertical 
multi-cylinder gas engines are worthy of some notice in a 
work of this kind. | 

The volume is strongly bound and well printed, and con- 
sidering its comparatively small price, it should command an 
extensive clientéle. 


Engineering Preliminaries for an Interurban Electric Rail- 
way. By ERNEST GONZENBaACH, New Yuk: McGraw 
Publishing Co. 


This is an interesting and racy, account of the writer’s 
recommendations for a proposed cross-country electric 
railway in the Middle Western States. One cannot 
help being impressed with the facility with which 
they can “throw” such systems together in America. 
The writer’s suggestions for adopting block signalling 
arrangements; above-grade crossings, rather than level 
crossings over steam roads; switch lights or alarm signals 
at level road-crossings ; provision for attracting the drivers’ 
attention by wayside passengers, &c., with cars which may 
run at any speed up toa mile a minute, quite refresh one’s 
memory as to the medizval state of affairs out West. This 
is further exemplified, in the arrangement of the sub-station 
feeding points, which are “only seven miles apart,” and 
with the proposed service, the author does not anticipate a 
greater drop than 230 volts from the normal working volt- 
age of 600. 

Again, when calling attention to the deplorable condition 
of affairs on some interurban roads, the author cites a 
case where two cars were ordered by telephone to “ kind о” 
look out for each other on a dark and stormy night, each 
of the said cars regularly attaining upwards of 60 miles an 
hour. After this, even the most inveterate Board of Trade 
hater will be tempted to believe in the existence of blessings 
in disguise. 


However, allowing for the conditions met with in 


American practice, there is still plenty of commonsense 


advice in the book, which might well be taken to heart by 
those concerned in similar work in this country. 


Beginner's Manual of Submarine Cable Testing and Working 
By G. M. Baines, The Zlecírician Printing and Pub- 
lishing Co., Lud. Second edition. 78. 6d. net. 


That this mannal has supplied a real want among 
students and employés of submarine cable stations—for 
whom it is especially suited—is shown by the favourable 


reception already accorded to the first edition. Its chief 
recommendation to “ beginners" is the exceptionally lucid 
manner in which the principles of the various tests and the 
laws on which they depend are explained by the assistance 
of diagrams, and their formule illustrated by examples, 
This particularly applies to the chapters on the Wheatstone 
Bridge and Inductive Capacity. 

While the object of the author has been to explain the 
tests and their formule step by step in the simplest way, 
and, at the same time, sufficiently fully to enable the student, 
whose knowledge of algebra is very limited, to acquire such 
a grasp of practical cable testing as will assist in the study 
of more advanced works, like those of Fisher and Darby, 
J. Elton Young, and Н. R. Kempe—the so-called Beginner’s 
Manual” is considerably more than an elementary treatise, 
inasmuch as every branch of cable testing is dealt with, and 
most of the best methods for localising faults are included. 
While, therefore, it is in itself a comprehensive and tolerably 
complete work on testing for those who have to make the 
ordinary routine tests at a cable station and assist from the 
shore the electrician on board a cable-repairing steamer, the 
insight which it affords will encourage many to acquire a 
more extended and intimate knowledge of electrical testing, 
and themselves, in turn, to contribute to the advancement 
of this branch of science, for which their connection with 
cables affords peculiar facilities. The advantages, and, in 
fact, the supreme importance, of intelligent co-operation 
from those in charge of the cable stations on shore is only 
fully appreciated by the electrician in charge of the elec- 
trical work on a cable ship, and Mr. Baines is to be 
congratulated on having put into their hands a text-book 
at once so simple and comprehensive. То make the 
* Manual" subserve the requirements of those who have 
not only to test, but also to work submarine cables, Mr. 
Baines devotes two chapters in Part III. to the description 
and adjustment of apparatus used for signalling purposes, 
viz., the siphon recorder, Muirhead's automatic curb sender, 
cable duplex, signalling condensers, speed of signalling, 
various lightning guards, &c., ; while the last chapter deals 
very shortly with the telephone, construction and working of 
accumulators, and the different windings of dynamos 
employed for an electric lighting plant. 


Treatise on Thermodynamics. Ву Dr. Max PraNCK (of 
Berlin University), translated by Alex. Ogg, М.А., - 
B.Sc., Ph.D. (assistant master, Royal Naval Engineering 
College, Devonport), Longmans, Green & Co. 7s. 6d. net. 


A review must largely depend on the point of view from 
which the reviewer regards the work, and this is especially 
the case in this instance—namely, as to whether the work 
under review is to be regarded from an engineer's point 
of view, or from a purely scientific or physicist point of 
view. The work is evidently not intended for the 
ordinary engineering public, vital as the subject of 
thermodynamics is to engineering. The book bristles 
with differential and integral calculus from beginning to 
end, and it is evidently intended to meet the needs of the 
scientist, physicist, or advanced engineering student rather 
than the engineer in daily practice. 

Dr. Max Planck is too well known to make it necessary 
to add that the present treatise is an admirable example of 
clearness and conciseness ; the whole subject is treated in a 
masterly manner and from “a uniform point of view." His 
object being, as he states in the preface, to ** present the 
entire field of thermodynamics from a uniform point of 
view . . . . it is rather as an introductory texi-book on 
thermodynamics for students who have taken elementary 
courses in physics and chemistry and are familiar with the 
elements of the differential and integral calculus." 

Dr. Planck selects to treat the subject by the more induc- 
tive method, which has proved the most fruitful, by keep- 
ing aloof from definite assumptions as to the mechanical 
theory of heat, and starting direct from a few general 
empirical facts, namely, the two fundamental principles of 
thermodynamics. This method, he holds, cannot be con- 
sidered as final, bu: is that which corresponds best with 
the present state of things. 

The total work covers some 260 pages, and the translator 
and publisher have wisely co-operated to keep the work clear 
and distinct and easy of reference. 
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Part I., composed of three chapters, deals with the 
fundamental facts and definitions underlying thermo- 
dynamics. 

Part II. and Part III. are devoted respectively to the 
* First and Second Principles of Thermodynamics." These 
occupy six chapters, two of which are introductory, one to 
each part. The definition of “entropy” is dealt with in 
Chapter II. of Part III., and will be perused with interest 
by many after the discussion that has lately taken place on 
this subject. | 

Part ТҮ. deals with “Applications to Special States of 
Equilibrium,” and closes with a useful table of Dr. Planck’s 
publications and papers on thermodynamics. | 

The work is a valuable contribution to the published 
literature on thermodynamics, The translator is to be con- 
gratulated upon bringing Dr.: Planck’s original German work 
within easy reach of the English scientist and student. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Oompiled ергш for this journal Lf RAE Р. THOMPSON & Oo., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 823, h Holborn, London, W. O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


22,197. Improved electrical numerical switch." J. MaxiN. October 19th. 


22,507. Improvements in and relating to electrically-controlled hoists.’ 
J. A. STEVEN. October 19th. 


22,532. “Improvements in and connected with electric arc lamps.” J. O. 
GinbLESTONE and C. F. G. THokKELIN, October 19th. (Complete.) 

92 572. "Improved method of and means for working electrical winding 
engines." SIEMENS Bros, & Co., LTD. (Siemens & Halske Actien Gesellschaft, 
Germany.) October 19th. (Complete.) 

22,573. Improved safety fuse device for electrical installations.“ SIEMENS 


Bros. & Co., LTD. (Siemens & Halske Actien Gesellschaft, Germany.) October 
19th. (Complete.) 


$2,601. “Improvements in electrical switches for electric ignition as applied 
t ГА 


to internal combustion engines." Е. Н. HALL and С. Hatt. October 20 


22,606. Improvements in apparatus for the generation of electricity 
Pin AT те for the electric lighting of trains.“ T. W. S. HUTCHINS. 
ctober Р 


2, 634. їо ргозешовив in or relating to terminals for stranded electrical and 
other wires." F. Н. de VEvLLEÉ. October 20th. 


22,689. ‘' Improvements in covers and frames for junction bcxes, and the 
like." В. Rosinson. October 20th. (Complete.) 


22,643. Improvements in brush-holders for dynamo-electric machines.” 
M. E. Тномрвох. October 20th. (Complete.) 


22.654. An improved clip adapted to be used for suspending electiic cables.” 
T. H. WALKER. October 20th. 


22.664. Contact apparatus for electric relay master clocks. O. IMRAY. 
(Sieinens-Schuckertwerke G.m.b.H., Germany.) October ?0th. (Complete.) 


2:668. '' Improvements in electrical insulators.” J. E. SrAGNOLETTI. 
October 20th. 


22,673. An improved current regulator fcr electric machines.” A. R. 
MrLLER, October 20th. (Complete.) 


22,674. Improvements in and connected with telephone systems.“ P. 
HARDEGEN. October 20th. (Complete.) 


22,680. ''Improvements in and relating to coherers for wireless telegrapbioc 
systems.” L. Dorman. October 20th. (Complete.) 


1 * Electrical vibratory motor.“ C. B. WHITNEY. October 20th. (Com- 
plete ) 


22,698. Improvements in telephone transmitters." J. Prince. October 
20th. (Complete.) 


22,754. " An improved voltage-regulated electric lighting system for railway 
and other carriages.” J. DALZIEL. October 21st. 

22,778. "Improvements in apparatus for commuting electric currents passing 
through combined aro and incandescent lamp circuits." C. Ssart. October 
21st. 

22,785. Improvement in storage battery plates.“ E. W. SMiTH. (Date 
applied for under Patents Act, 1901, September 10th, 1903, being date of applica- 
tion in United States.) October 21st. (Complete.) 


22,800. “Improvements in and relating to electric belts for personal use.” 
J.T. Pearson, October 22nd. 


22,804. Improvements in means for controlling electric circuits.” H. Luir- 
NER апа R. N. L. Пухтох. October 22nd. 


22,805. ** Improvements in regulators for electric circuits." H. LEITNER and 
R. N. L. Lx N TON. October 22nd. 


22,820. “Improvements in electrical fuse-boxes or fittings." C. D. BURNET. 
October 22nd. 


22,410. ''Improvements in lampholders for electric lighting. А. М. Barnes’ 
October 22nd. 


22,4583. ''Improvementa in or relating to electrically-synchronised clocks and 
the like.” F. A. CHAN DLHERN and B. BoNNIKSEN, October 22nd. 

22,90 J. Improvements in controlling electric boosters.” E. A. CAROLAN. 
(The General Electric Co., United States.) October 22nd. 

22,905. Improvements in electric rheostats." E. A. CanoLaN. (The 
General Electric Co., United States.) October 22nd. 

22.906. Improvements in machines for covering electric conductors or the 
like with insulating material.“ E. A. Carotan. (The General Electric Co., 
United States.) October 22nd. 

22,0907. ** Improvements in and relating to controlling devices for electrically- 
propelled vehicles." E. A. CanoLaN. (The General Electric Co., United 
States.) October 22nd. 

_ 22,908. ' Improvements in electric switches or circuit breakers.” E. A. 
Carolan. (The General Electric Co., United States.) October 22nd. 

224,09. ‘improvements in dynamo-electric machines." E. A. CAROLAN. 

(The General Electric Co., United States.) October 22nd. 


22,910. * Improvements in bearings for electric meters and other measuring 


instruments," Е. A. CanoLAN. (The General Electric Co., United States.) 
October 22nd. 
22,911. Improvements in alternating current motors." E, A. CAROLAN. 


(The General Electric Co., United States.) October 22nd. 
22,912. ‘Improvements in dynamo-electric machines.“ 
(The General Electric Co., United States.) October 22nd. 
22,913. "Improvements іп alternating-current motors and methods of 
controlling the same." E. A. CanoraN, (The General Electric Co., United 
States.) October 22nd. 
22.955. Ар electric wire terminal grip." W. H. Corts. October 28rd. 


22,9491. “Improvements in welding by electricity and apparatus therefor,” 
J. HARMATTA, October 23rd. 


E. A. CaAnOLAN, 


22,996. ‘Improvements ia connection with incandescent electric lamp- 
holders with shade carriers." W. R. N. Савр. October 28rd. 

23,021. Improvements in electrical switches, cut-outs and the like." 
V. Hore. October 24th. | 


23,019. Improvements in means for attaching wires to the terminals cf 
sparking plugs and the like.” E. W. Lewis. October 21th. NM RES 

23,057. “Improvements in single-phase alternating current motors." B.G. 
La4MME. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, October 8151, 1902, being 
date of application in United States.) October 24th. (Complete.) . t-e, 

23,086. бш ovements in or relating to the 1egulation of dynamo-electric 
generators.“ . H. Kincour. October 24th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Сор:ев of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. Р. l'hompsos 


and Oo., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, d. 
(in stamps), 


1903. 


8,778. “ Improvements in electrically-propelled road vehicles." L. Kriéger 
and La Compagnie Parisienne des Voitures Electriques (procedés Krieger). 
(Date applied for under Patents Aot, 1901, September .2ud, being date ot ap- 
plication in France.) Dated April 17th. 


8,900. ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for the production of galvanic deposits. 
E. Müiler. Dated April 20th. 


8,964. Improveme пев in electric batteries.” S. Lai. Dated April 21st. 

9,015. "Improvements in electrical generators for producing alternating 
currents of low frequency." Siemens Bros. & Co. (Siemens & Halske Aktien- 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) Dated April 21st. 

9,029. Improved means of suspending electric incand2:cent lamps.” М.Н. 
Gallsworthy and The London Electrical Fittings Co., Ltd. Dated April Ast. 

9,115. “Improvements in trolleys for electric railway cars on the overhead 
system." W. A. Daggett. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, April 
22nd, 1902, being date of application in U.S. A.) Dated April nd. 

9,126. Improvements in measuring electrical energy." W. E. Evans. 
(Allgemeine Elektricitats Gesellschaft, Germany.) Dated April 22nd. 

9,149. ‘Improvements in or relating to pull down or safety ap tus for the 
trolley poles of electric cars.” H. Birkbeck. (The Electric and Seat Railway 
Supply Co., U.S.A.) Dated April 22nd. 


9,206. ‘‘ Improvements in method of and apparatus for transforming elec- 
trical energy.” Р. С. Hewitt. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, 
April 25th, 1902, being date of application in the United States.)  De:ed 
April 28rd. 

9,358. Improvements in and connected with shade-holders for electric 
lamps.” G. Biroh. Dated April 25th. 1 

9,372. “Improvements in insulators applicable to overhead tramway wires.“ 
J. А. Penny. Dated April 26th. 

10,100. Ар improved automatic heat-operated electric circuit closer." T. 
Barnett and J. Darge. Dated May 4th. 

10,194. “Improvements in electric furnaces.” 
May 5th. 

10,298. ‘Improvements in secondary or storage batteries." H. H. Lake. 
(R. Darling and L. Chronik, U.8.A.) Dated May 6th. 

10,703. “Improvements in primary and secondary electric cells." G. 
Harrison. (M. Buffa, Germany.) Dated May llth. 

11,198. “Improvements in or relating to radiators for wireless telegraphy.” 
A. Blondel. Dated May 16th. 

11,426. “Improvements in vibrators for sound telegraph apparatus." A. A. 
Lind. Dated May 19th. | 

11,591. "Improvements in signalling systems for electric railways.“ G. Gibbs. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, May 22nd, 1902, being date of appli- 
cation in the United States.) Dated May 21st. 

11,684. "Improvements in or relating to conductors and collectors for elec- 
tric traction.“ A. Megroz. Dated May 21st. 

11.698. Improvements in self-regulating systems for electric light and 
power.” S. E. Page. (A. S. Adler, U.8.A.) Dated May 22nd. 

11,751. “Improvements in regulating apparatus for electrical circuite.” E.F 
Moy and P. H. Bastie. Dated May 28rd. 

11,828. ‘ Improvements in and relating to electric driving mechanism for 
centrifugal machines.” W. E. Evans. (Allgemeine Electricitits Gesellschaft, 
Germany.) Dated May 28rd. 

12,093. Improvements relating to electric traction systems." Н. H. Lake. 
(L. T. Gibbs, U. S.A.) Dated May th. 

12.119. A method of receiving electrical vibrations with the use of elec- 
trolytic cells.’ W. E. Evans. (Allgemeine Elecktricitats Geselischait, 
Germany.) Dated May 27th. 

19,203. ‘Improvements in electric burglar alarms." B. F. Schubert. Dated 
May 23th. 

12,982. Improvements in or relating to conduits, conductors and contact 
devices, or collectors for electric railway and tramway systems.“ A. Kuchinka 
Dated June 9b. 

12,968. “Improved and portable electric lamp." 
June 9th. 

18,176. "Improvements in electrio railway and tramway vehicles." G. Gibbs 
and H. Pearson. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, October 2nd. 1904, 
being date of application in the United States.) Dated June 12th. 

18,28 1. Improved device to be used in connection with telephone receivers.“ 
J. Capell. Dated June 18th. 

18,305. Improvements in the brush boxes of dybamos and motors." W. Н. 
Allen, Son & Co., Ltd., and C. C. Hawkins. Dated June 13th. 

14,021. "Improvements in galvanic batteries." P. Brandt. Dated June 23rd. 

10,429. An improvement in apparatus for measuring electrical resistance.” 
A. G. Bloxam. (A. Schoeller, Germany.) Dated May 7th. 

10,518. *“ Improvements in and relating to cut-outs or circuit breakers ‘or 
overhead electric wires." J. B. Withers. (J. Massier, France.) Dated May Зр. 

10,519. “Improvements in and relating to cut-outs or circuit breakers for 
overhead electric wires." J. S. Withers. (J. Massier, France.) Dated May Nb. 

10,546. ‘Improvements in contact boxes for surface contact electric railway 
systems.” W. M. Brown and Earl Porter Wetmore. Dated May sth. 

12.458. Electrical rail bonds." W. H. Wherry. Dated June 2nd. 

12,461. ‘Couplings for electrical conductors." W. Н. Wherry. Dated 
June 2nd. ` 

12,566. Improve ments in coin actuated electrical apparatus.” J. Rose and 
Rose, Coop & Rissone, Ltd. Dated June 8rd. 

12,629. “Improvements ee to electric alarms." C. E. Gronselle 221 
V. E. Manouvrier. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, March th, 
1903, being date of application in France.) Dated Jone 4th. 

14,176. ‘Improvements in electric heaters or rheostats.” F. C. Newell. 
(Date applied for under Patents Acta, 1901, June Xith, 1903, being date of app- 
cation in the United States.) Dated June 25th. 

14,204. “Improvements in or relating to telephone systems with central 
battery." G. B. T. Piltx. Dated June 25th. 


14,558. “Improvements in and relating to electro-magnets." D. L. Lind 
quist. Dated June 80th 
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ELECTRIC TRACTION ON RAILWAYS. 


Durine the last two years we have several times expressed 
our views upon the subject of the electrification of suburban 
steam railway lines, and eo far we have seen no reason to 
retreat from the position we havetaken up. The further 
we investigate the problem the more firmly are we convinced 
that our views are ccrrect. Serious difficulties will, doubt- 
lesa, be encountered in carrying oat the transformation, but 
they are not insurmountable, and will not be allowed by 
engineers to stand in the way of ultimate success, 

One of the chief obstacles to be overcome is the difficulty, 
in many instances, of finding space for the location of a third 
rail. In the great London termini, and in many of the 
suburban stations, there is euch а maze cf tracks that there 
even where the 
ground is not actually cccupied by tbe tracks, such space as 
is left is more or less filled up with rods and wires for work- 
ing points and signals. The platelayers have great difficulty 
in finding time to maintain and repair the track as it is, and 
it would he practically impossible for them to keep the 
third rail construction in order as well. Ard then there is 
the question of danger; railway officials are obliged to con- 
stantly cross the tracks, and have enough to do in keeping 
out of the way of passing trains without thinking of steering 
clear of“ live“ rails. 

It has always been admitted by those best acquainted with 
the conditions of standard railway practice that the single- 
phase alternating current system is the ideal one, if prac- 
ticable. There are three chief reasons for this—firet, the 
desirability, and in some cases necessity, of doing away 
with the conductors in or near the track ; second, the practical 
necessity for a sinyle insulated conductor, whether it be over- 
head or on the ground ; third, the fact that a large amount of 
power muet be taken from the conductor to operate at high 
speeds the heavy trains which will be required. With the 
direct current system the necessarily limited voltage 


involves the collection cf a very heavy current from the con- 


ductor ; with an alternating current system, the limit may 
be anything up to 10,000 cr even 20,000 volts, ғо that the 
curre: t need nos be excessive. 

We had these facts in mind when, on the occasion when 
Mr. Lamme, of the Westinghouse Co., read his paper on 
single phase motors for traction purposes, we stated 
that if the problem had really been solved by this 
means, the consequences would be most far-reaching; since 
that time we have learnt that Dr. Finzi, of Milan, had 
already given his attention to the same subject and practi- 
cally designed such a motor, simultaneously with, if not 
before, the experiments of the Westinghouse Co., and a 
paper by Dr. Finzi describing his motor is concluded 
elsewhere in this isene, Though Mr. Lamme's system 
had no doubt very great advantagee over anything that, 
had previously heen done, at, the same time we 
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were not convinced that all the difficulties of commuta- 
tion had been overcome, and the facts that very low periodi- 
cities must be used, that a transformer, practically equal 
in size to the motor, must be carried, and unless complicated 
windings. were introduced, only one line pressure could be 
utilised, were sufficient to produce in the minds of engineers 
a very natural hesitation in adopting a system so evidently 
in its experimental stage. 

In discussing the railway proposition, we wish to state 
emphatically that we are in no way considering the so-called 
high-speed electric railways, as we think that, with very few 
exceptions, as high a speed as is necessary could, if called 
for, be reached on the long-distance lines by the use of steam 
locomotives. This has been repeatedly demonstrated by 
trains drawn by steam locomotives exceeding 90 miles an 
hour, and it is very much to be questioned whether in the 
present state of affairs any great advantage would result to 
railway companies from the introduction of high-speed 
electric traction on their lines. We look on the Berlin- 
Zossen trials as a costly experiment paid for by a few 
German manufacturers, assisted by Government, an ex- 
periment which has been very ably exploited as a colossal 
advertisement by the respective firms. 

No practical engineer who bas teen the Berlin-Zosgen line 
in operation could imagine for a single moment that the 
system is possible for adoption in ordinary railway working. 
The experiment is considered a dangerous one for all con- 
cerned, and no representatives or officials of any Government 
or private railways have as yet been allowed to take part ina 
run. We have been solemnly informed by engineers con- 
cerned in the test that even the Prussian Minister of Rail- 
ways is not allowed to risk his life in a trial unless he brings 
an indemnity amounting to £10,000 or £20,000, signed by 
one of the large German Banks, and the charge for such an 
indemnity, as far as we have been able to ascertain, is very 
considerable. At speeds of over 100 miles an hour the 
question of brakes and of signals is of paramount importance, 
and that this problem has not been solved is fully borne out 
by the results which have so far been obtained. 

Apart from the use of electric traction on suburban lines, 
the possible ultimate extension of it to main lines is quite a 
different question, and has engaged the attention of the engi- 
neers of all countries for some time. We believe that the 
solution of this difficult and important an has at last 
been found ; but before going into any further details it may be 
as well to consider some of the conditions which electric 
traction has to fill, in order to be applicable to, and give 
the best results for, railway work. 

First; the conductors carrying current to trains must 
be as few as possible and must not interfere with the tracks. 

Secondly ; it must be possible to collect from а single con- 
ductor sufficient power to haul one or more fast trains in 
gervice on the lines between feeding points of the conductor. 

Thirdly ; it is very desirable that the system should be 
applicable to main line as well ав suburban traction, 
and that it should be possible to utilise at least two working 
pressures, a low pressure in or near the stations, and a higher 
pressure outside. 

Fourthly ; the system should be such that trains can be 
operated with equal facility either with locomotives, motor- 
cars, or on the multiple unit system. 

Fifthly; all controlling apparatus must be of the very 
simplest character, and such that no skilled labour is neces- 
sary to operate the trains; aleo there must be no dangerous 
high pressure anywhere accessible to either railway officials 
or passengers. 

Sizthly; if alternating currente are used it is essential 
that the power factor be high and the motor be capable of 
giving an acceleration equal to that obtained with the best 
series-wound direct current motors at present in use. 

Seventhly ; in certain cases it might be advantageous for 
the motor to be constructed to return current to the line, and 
in any case it must be constructed to reverse and to be used 
for braking purposes. 

These conditions are so stringent that it would appear 
impossible for any motor, especially a simple alternating 


current motor, to fulfil them ; yet this apparent impossibility 
is at the present moment an accomplished fact, a most 
simple solution of all the difficulties having been found by 
Messrs. Eichberg & Winter, engineers of the Union Elektricitäts 
Gesellschaft, of Berlin. We have satisfied ourselves that 
the claims made for this motor are perfectly justified, but at 
present we are not at liberty to go into constructive details 
or to give our readers the methods by which the results 
mentioned have been attained, although we hope to be able 
to do this at no very distant date. . Our readers must be 
satisfied with the results which we now give. 

In outward appearance the motor does not differ materially 
from the well-known G.E. direct current motor ; the outside 
dimensions for any given power are practically identical. 
All the standard direct current controlling apparatas, 
either of the ordinary series-parallel or the multiple-unit 
type, including the automatic switches which have proved 
во successful, are applicable to the alternating currert 
system, the only difference being that, to all intents and 
purposes, there are no resistances, and that the number of 
controller contacts for giving variations in speed is less 
in the alternating than in the direct current system. 

The total weight of alternating equipment is not greater 
than that of an equivalent direct-current equipment, and the 
wiring is simpler. The motors can be coupled in parallel or 
in series, and can be used in identically the same way as con- 
tinuous-current traction motors of tbe present day. The 
power factor at normal speed is unity, and as that for the 
lowest starting speeda is very little below `8, the average 
power factor for the complete system would probablv be in 
the neighbourhood of ‘9, which is practically as good as what 
is now obtained where rotary converters are used. The 
efficiency is practically tbe same as that of an equivalent 
continuous-current motor, and the average acceleration 
obtainable is quite as good, with the additional] advantage 
that the rate is as nearly as possible uniform during the total 
period of acceleration, which is not the case with continuous- 
current motors. Another remarkable point about tbis 
motor is that it combines the best features of both the series 
and ehunt-wound continuous-current motor. The ваше 
motor by simply changing one connection can be used as 
either a series or shunt machine. 

These motors are being manufactured on a commercial 
scale, and a сас weighing nearly 52 tons, equipped with four 
125-H.P. motors, worked by a multiple unit controller, is now 
in regular operation on a branch line of tbe Berlin ra'lways 


between Nieder Schöneweide and Spindlersfeld. The motors 


are so arranged that the commutator only takes a low-pressure 
current, the voltage of which, however, may be as high as 
600 volts, if desired. "The high-pressure current need not 
pass through any transforming device, and its voltage, except 
for insulating reasons, can be raised as high as wished. 
Any periodicity can be used as far as the motor is concerned. 
At present a periodicity between 25 and 40 cycles is used, 
and has given perfect satisfaction. In one case the voltage 
is arranged in such a way tbat the high-prcssure current 
utilised in the stator is supplied at 6,000 volts, the inducd 
current in the revolving armature being generated at 600 
volts; with this arrangement it is possible, by the addition 
of one contact on the controller, to operate the motor either 
at 600 or 6,000 volts from a single trolley wire, the motor 
giving identically the same results in either case. 

It will be seen that the claims of this motor are such as to 
be scarcely credible, but we bave our information from a 
perfectly reliable source, and we are quite satisfied that the 
claims are founded on facts. There is nothing of an experi- 
mental nature about it, and the controlling devices are 
identical with the well-known apparatus used in continuous- 
current traction. This discovery. will mark a new era in the 
application of electricity to main lines, for the results so far 
obtained practically solve the traction problem. This, how- 
ever, is not all, as the motor is so simple in construction and 
regulation and so versatile, that in the near future it should 
undoubtedly displace not only continuous-current motors, bat 
all polyphase motors as well. Polyphase installations врем 
to be doomed, and we may even вее a return to single-p 
distribution at 25 or 50 cycles for all purposes. 

We may be considered rash and hasty in the statements 
which we have made, but, as our readers know, we have 
always been conservative in the past and would never have 
gone во far in our conclusion had there been anything of an 
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experimental nature in the system or in the results which we 
have given, and with the accuracy of which we are fully 
satisfied. 

Should our prophecy be realised, a further triumph will 
have been scored by Mr. Ferranti ; for it is well known, and 
-he has publicly declared, that he is convinced that single- 
phase electricity supply will ultimately supersede all its 
competitors. 


THE list of appointments made on the 
occasion of his Majesty’s birthday. was 
published in the papers on Monday last. 
It ranges from Baronetcies to Companionships in the 
Imperial Service Order. It contains the names of 125 more 
or less distinguished personages. Among those 125 it con- 
tains the names of 11 men who have been awarded social 
distinction for those classes of work which are usually and 
conventionally designated scientific. To particularise, the 
list comprises 52 admissions or promotions among baronetcies, 
knighthocds, and in the Orders of the Bath, and of St. 
Michael and St. George. Of these 52, five are engineers, 
two are doctors, and one is a metallurgist, a total of eight ; 
but among these eight there are three Royal Engineers and 
one army doctor. As representatives of civilian science, 
we have, therefore, four names left: Prof. C. Le Neve 
Foster, F.R.S., who has been given & Knighthood ; Dr. 
A. R. Manby, Surgeon-Apothecary to the King and Prince 
of Wales at Sandringham, also given a Knighthood; Mr. C. 
Sandiford, Principal Engineer on the Uganda Railway, made 
a C.B.; and Mr. К. Anderson, Deputy-Engineer of the same 
line, made а C.M.G. We find no mechanical or electrical 
engineers or chemists here. In the Royal Victorian and the 
Imperial Service Orders, 73 names appear, these include Dr. 
R. Bell, a physician and geologist; Mr. C. W. Darley, 
Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works in New South Wales ; 
and Mr. H. J. Helm, Deputy-Principal of the Government 
(chemical) Laboratory, Inland Revenue Department. Thus 
we Fave out of 125 men whose services to the nation have 
been deemed worthy of cfficial reccgnition, seven exponents 
of non-military science, and nearly all of these hold some 
more or less Government appointment. It is a caustic com- 
mentary upon the low value set on scientific ability and 
research in the British Empire. 


The Birthday Honours 
and Science. 


Ir wil be gathered from the report of 
the Electrical Contractors’ Association, 
_ appearing in another part of this paper, 
that the custom of consulting engineers and architects 
receiving commissions from contracting firms is by no means 
uncommon, though we are glad to find that some have the 
courage to publicly protest against it. Whether it is more 
common among a certain class of architects than it is among 
consulting engineers generally, we do not know, but that it is 
quite a common thing for a commission to be paid both by 
the contractor and the client is only too true. We have 
discussed the matter with architects, who say that it would 
be quite impossible to make ends meet on a basis of 5 per 
cent. commission on the contract price for small work, and 
that if they specify that special materials shall be obtained 
from certain manufacturers or supply houses, they are 
quite entitled to, and look for, a commission from these firms 
on the cost of the gocds ordered from them. They say 
that they cannot leave it open to contractors to supply any 
accessories or fittings they care to put in, and it is quite: 
necessary for them to specify goods with which they 
have had experience and know to be satisfactory. We can: 
only repeat as we have eaid before so often, that the 


Illicit 
Commissions. 


acceptance of a fee or commission from the contracting firm 
who is working under a specification of an architect or a 
consulting engineer, is not only immoral, but also illegal, and 
that both parties concerned are liable to prosecution, and tbe 
amount of the fee or commission paid can be recovered by 
the client from the contractor. 


Any attempt to employ electricity as a 
drying agent should only be made where 
the value of the dried substance is con- 
siderable. As a drying agent electricity can only produce as 
much heat as is represented by the Joule’s equivalent of the 
energy employed to generate it. The Joule equivalent of 
electricity at the switchboard is about one-tenth to one- 
twentieth of the calorific capacity of the fael on the stoking 
floor. About one-fifth of this heat goes up the chimney, so 
that the waste gases are double or quadraple the value 
of the electricity. 70 to 75 per cent. of the fuel energy 
is to be found in the exhaust steam. Electricity is out 
of the question as a heating agent in affairs commercial, 
except when, as above stated, the article warmed has a 
value cut of proportion to its mass. Substances which 
are valued in shillings and pence per ton, and have a 
high capacity for moisture, are not to be dried economi- 
cally even by direct furnace heat. Mr. C. О. Bartlett 
says that peat with 80 per cent. moisture can be reduced 
to contain 5 per cent. by burning 15,000 lbs. of coal 


Drying 
Combustibles. 


to 25 tons of peat, and it can only be dried profitably 


by draining and drying in the air. With mine concentrates, 
ores or silicate substances, only about 10 per cent. of water 
is held in them, and, unlike peat, they can be dried to 
dessication without danger of burning by rotating cylinders 
and direct furnace heat passed thrcugh the materials. He 
states that coal must ke thoroughly dry before it can be 
satisfactorily ground, but he believes that ultimately in all 
large and medium-sized planta coal will be burned only in 
the dust form. 

It is certain that for mere perfect combustion this is the 
proper way to burn coal, but it cannot be employed for 
steam boiler work until satisfactory means of dust stopping 
are employed with it. | 

Coal, with only 1 per cent. of moisture, will be ground 
at twice the rate of coal containing 2 per cent. Hence the 
importance of drying before grinding, and it is stated that 
coal may be delivered as hot as. 150° F. from the dryer 
without loss of gas. It is dangerous to dry coal by passing 
the direct furnace products through it. Fan-propelled hot 
air, and a settling chamber to take out the dust, seem to 
be the approved method of coal drying, the settling chamber 
having a bottom inclined at 45? to drop the dust to a screw 
conveyor. Not more than 6 to 8 lbs. of moisture can be 
taken out of coal by each pound of fuel burned for drying 
purposes, Thus, even with coal, quite a large percentage 
must be burned in order to dry it for grinding, and if dust 
‘coal is to be used, it should be possible, one would think, to 
dry it by the waste gases, and necessary to burn it so as to 
give a ccnsiderably better efficiency to pay for grinding and 
drying. When dry, it ought to produce better evaporation 
than when fired wet, so that all the cost of drying is not lost. 

If it is во costly to dry materials which are already appa- 
rently dry by the direct heat of fuel passed through the 
materiale, how entirely out of the range of practical prccesses 
must be the employment of that small proportion of heat 
produced by costly steam or gas plant and conveyed elec- 
trically ! О 

It appears that coal which contains its ash in the form of 
‘silica will dry much more readily than coal which contains 


an aluminous or calcareous ash. 
D 
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BINGLE-PHASE MOTORS FOR TRACTION.* 
By Dr. GIORGIO FINZI. 


(Concluded from page 730.) 


Tux single-phase traction motor designed by the author was 
first of all accurately tested in the testing room of the Gadda 
Brioschi Finzi shop. From the results, the characteristic 
curves of the motor were drawn (Diagrams I. and II.). 
Diagram I. shows for each voltage applied, the amperes in 
function of the angular speed (full lines) and of the torque 
. (dotted lines). 

In our case the curves allow the clear statement that for 
а given torque the current is slightly higher with a higher 
voltage, and this more clearly when the torque is greater. 


Fia. 1. 


Thus we have a number of slightly divergent torque-current 
curves, 

Diagram II. gives the efficiency and the power factor for 
this particular motor for various voltages in fanction of the 
speed. It is interesting to note that in the efficiency curves 


Fia. 2. 


the higher segment corresponds to lower speeds when the 
voltage is lower, so that even though the efficiencies be not 
particularly high, the motor always works under favourable 
conditions, its speed being generally lower when the voltage 
is kept lower. We may also draw attention to the high 


* Paper read before the Aonual Convention of the Associasione 
Elettrotecnica Italiana at Naples, October 11th and 12th, 1903. 


. and the rheostats (0°08 ton). 


value of the power factor whenever the speed is above 
the lowest figures. | 

This motor was geared to one of the ordinary cars used 
by the Edison Co. for City service; we took away the con- 
tinuous current motor (0:7 ton). one controller (0:072 ton), 
Given 6:7 tons for the fully- 
equipped car, the stripped car weighed 5:85 tons. We 
put ou the single-phase motor (0:8 ton) and the controlling 
transformer (0'5 ton); so we arrived at 7:15 tons, Let us 
observe that to save time a standard 40-Kw. transformer was 
used for controlling, while a 14-Kw. one is sufficient, with a 
weight of 0:25 ton, giving a total weight of 6°85 tons for the 
fully eqaipped car. | 

The circuits on the car are seen in fig. 1. The line from 
the trolley has a switch, 1, on one platform, then it pasres to 
the other where the controller is. placed, and passes an 
ammeter, д;, а snap-fuse, b, another switch, and then the 
au‘to-transformer ; the other end of this is earthed, and ғо 
is one brush of the motor, R. The other brush goes to the 
field, x, and then'to the handle of a controller, T, which takes 
current from different points of the transformer winding. 
These points go to five sections, corresponding to 80, 100, 
120, 140 volts, given a 500-volt supply, and the passing of 


Fic. 3.—Fiszi SINoLx- PHASE TRACTION MOTOR. 


the five points was successfully made absolutely non-sparking. 
It will be seen that the five points were running points; for 
stopping, either of the two switches was opened. 

This was only for simplicity's sake, because we generally 
made use of already existent pieces of apparatus ; of course, 
the controller as designed for practice has a dead section for 
stopping. Through a switch c the fields were reversed 
to run in the opposite direction; an ammeter a, showed the 


current in the motor, and a voltme'er v the voltage. All 


testing instruments in the car were of the hot-wire pattern. 

A special circuit wired as usual from trolley to earth carricd 
the incandescent lamps, L, of the car. 

The usual way of gearing the motor was adopted, a 
standard pinion (14 teeth), geared to a 67-teeth wheel 
(4778 ratio). The diameter of the car wheels was 77 cm. 
A Kapp accelerimeter was fixed on the car, while for 
measuring the speed several methods were used, the ultimate 
and most exact one being to get it indirectly from current 
and voltage through the well attested curves of the motor 
itself. 

The generating station was near the laboratory ia the 
Edison Oo.’s works at Porta Volta, and contained а 
60-H.P. 3, 600-v. three-phase induction motor belted to an 
old eight-pole alternator with rotating armature, that gave a 
frequency of 18 at 270 revolations. 

The exciter was one of the very old and curious Edison 
dynrmos with thin upright fields. 

The voltage of the alternator was raised from 90 volta 
to about 550 by an auto-transformer, feeding the trolley line 
through the laboratory, the other wire being connected to 
the rails. The instruments were a hot wire ammeter, а 
Thomson integrating wattmeter, and a Siemens wattmeter, 
which was replaced after some nights by one of the excel- 
lent recording wattmeters (Olivetti’s) specially arranged for 
our experiments. Another voltmeter showed the line volt- 
age; this varied from 575 volts on open circuit to about 
520 volts when the car was running. 
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The greatest number of runs was made during the night 
on the municipal line connecting the Monumental Cemetery 
with the new Musocco Cemetery ; when the ordinary traffic 
was stopped the Musocco and the Cagnola rections were dis- 
connected from the continuous current system and the 
alternate current was fed in. The track bad Vignoles rails 
for its whole length—about 5 km.—with a considerable 
number of switches and several curves of small radius; 
the croesing over the ordinary circle railway has an average 
25 per cent. grade for 225 metres on each side. Besides, 
the whole Jine bas an average grade of 2 per cent. fro 
Musocco to the Monumental Cemetery. —— > | 

The test runs began on June 29th, 1903, continuing for 
ten nights. The last two nights’ run were made through 
the whole town of Milan, running on the tram car lines 
(Phoenix rails) with a trailer, through Bramante- Principe 
Umberto Vincenzo Monti-Monforte, and nearly the whole of 
the outer circle. The total mileage of the cat was about 
200 km. Not the slightest difficulty was found from such 
new electric equipment; and it is remarkable that even the 

grade and curve of the Central Railway station were managed, 
thongh not very easily, by our car with fall load and one 
trailer, while, owing to the drop of voltage of the generator, 
the motor received only 95 volts instead of 160 volts. 


ERE PAR SENE 
TAAL 
ENTAL 


Гілаваы ]—Correntr-3prep Curves, FuLL Linss; Ссввемт- 
TORQUE Coanves, Dotrep Lines. 


The very first testa showed very smooth speeding up, and 
the same absence from sparking that the laboratory tests bud 
shown, this satisfactory commutation being chiefly apparent 
in starting, when the motor in every way behaves бейет than 
the corresponding continuous current traction motor. Some 
little sparking occurs from time to time, only when the full 
voltageis fed ; not more, however, than is usually observed in 
a good standard traction motor. The infrequent sparks did 
not show the colour or the light of an arc, reeembling rather 
carbon particles wora away from the brushes, As а matter 
of fact, the 200 km. left the commutator perfectly clean and 
smooth, with the same appearance as it. showed before, and 
the brushes showed no measurable wear. | 

The car was lighted with the same lamps that were on the 
ordinary 500-volt circuit—six incandescent lamps in series. 
Our slightly bigher alternating voltage made them burn 
more brightly than usual, and the fluctuations of the pressure 
were not much felt ; they would disappear altogether by the 
use of standard lamps of 50 volts or lese, instead of our 100- 
volt ones. ы, ok 

The object of the tests was, on one side to determine the 


general working of the motor in regard to its. specific - 


qualities for traction use, on the other, to measure how much 
power the runs and the startings absorb, in comparison with 
standard continuous current equipments, With these objects 
the runs have been of two different classes; some were 
occupied with simultaneous readings of the instruments, ard 
together with the diagrams from the Olivetti wattmeter gave 
the power necessary to keep up the various speeds when once 
attained. These runs had very few startings—in fact, only 
those that were necessary.  . | | à; 2: 

Other runs were full of successive speeding up and 


stopping; this did we gather an exact idea of what a 
standard starting wae, while the figure from the integrating 
wattmeter at the end of the ron showed the difference due 
to a given number of startings in comparison with the energy 
absorbed by a run without startinge. The same course was 
carefully followed, using another car equipped with a four- 


turn standard G.E. 52 motor. 


Our results do not claim a very high degree of 
‘accuracy, in fact, no traction experiments can, owing to the 
difficulty of getting exact readings at the same moment, and 
to the complex elements of the experiment ; they are, how- 
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ever, trustworthy so far as they go, and some reaults when 
arrived at through different paths, show satisfactory con- 
cordance. ' 

In fig. 2 the line a shows the power at the generating 
station that is necessary for a 10-ton single-phase car, on a 
level straight track, at speeds between 25 and 40 km. per 
hour. This curve is averaged from all our experiments, and 
is the collective result of the Siemens wattmeter readings at 
measured speeds and of the Olivetti diagrams. The experi- 
mental pointe are rather dispersed, but not more than we 
anticipated from having a track with many grades and with 
short straight segmenta where a constant speed could only 
be kept up a short time. 

The 5 line shows the power given by the motor, and is 
obtained from a, taking account of the line loas, the trans- 
former loss, and the efficiency of the motor (given the 
voltage and the speed). 

The line c gives the energy in watt-hours per 10-ton 
car-km. given by the motor; line р gives the energy dissipated 
per car-km. in mechanical friction, that is, after subtracting 
the air resistance. This last was computed considering the 
shape of the car and taking advantage of the coefficients 
found fn the latest experiments (Finzi and Soldati on air 
resistance). Thus we find that mechanical friction absorbs 
10 watt-hours per ton-km.,of which about 0°5 is gear-friction ; 


$eoonde 


Diadnax III —G.E. 52 Motor, FuLL Lives; SINGLE-PHASB 
| Мотов, Dorren LINES; 7°78 TONS IN EACH CASE. 


this leads to a traction coefficient of 8:48 kg. per ton, а 
very normal figure for a level straight track and for Vignoles 


rails. | 
Diagram III. allows a comparison to be made between а single- 


coe 
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phase motor acceleration and a continuous current motor 
acceleration ; we mean here not one individual acceleration, 
but—so to speak—a standard acceleration, or the composite 
result from various experiments, made some in one, some in 
the opposite direction to eliminate the influence of the 
average 2 per cent. grade. 

We admit that on a town tramway system a maximum 


speed of 22 km. per hour is necessary between successive - 


stops to get an average speed of 17 km. per hour; and the 
comparison is made on this basis, with almost the same 
acceleration for the two test-cars ; we thus attained a speed 
of 22 km. per hour on an average acceleration of 0:25 m. 
per second per second with the single-phase mo‘or, of 0:28 
with the G.E. 52. The full lines of Diagram III. refer to the 
latter, the dotted lines to the former ; the power absorbed, 
and the speeds, are represented in function of the time. 
But for the single-phase the higher line shows volt-amperes 
at the motor, and for the lower one we had recourse to the 
characteristic curves of our motor, in order to obtain the Kw. 
line from the voltage and power factor of every point. 


KW. 20 


| | Ld 
B | | | | | 
I 
| | | | |||! | | 
11 zai 4! 0H H 4 — 
Cim. Monumentale Ascent start 
25% 


О:5 cm. = 1 minute 


Energy: 4250 watt-houre (above line ) 
about 45 watt-hours per ton km. 


We can, on the other hand, compare the following data, 
taken from those experiments where the average speed was 
about the same, but where the number of accelerations was 
different :— 


Distance,| Weight. | Average | Max. No. of Watt | Watt-boon 
km. Tons. speed: speed. per km. noun per ! Oe 

| FFT 
| 

23:6 7°78 21 25 1:02 431 ou 

10 | 905 | 20 | 22 | 033 | 332 jus 

10 9:45 23:5 25 0:26 32:6 

20 8:21 17 | 21 135 372 } 10 

10 778 | 174 | 22 203 | 432 | 
| | 


* The number of accelerations was computed, 


ng into account the slow. 
ing down and assuming 8 slowing downs to be = to 1 stopping. 


These last figures have no great value per se, because & 
small error in measuring the maximum speed between two 
stops is enough to vary the results appreciably however, they 
coincide well enough with the figures as obtained from the 


single-phase motor 
(Total weight of the car: 945 tone) 
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Energy : 6750 watt-houre (above line 7) 
about 70 watt-houre per ton km. 


0:5 cm. = 1 minute 


a. E. 52 motor 
(Total weight of the car: 9-65 tons) 


DraGBAM V. 


Even after the starting, we find a lower absorbed power for 


the single-phase (though its efficiency be a trifle lower) on 


account of the resistances the G.E. 52 still has in series with 


it. When we integrate the power curves for each motor to 


a 22-km. speed, we find :— 


For the single-phase, 9:4 watt-hours per ton. 
„ QG.E.52 1235  , А 


If we refer the integration to a 23:5-km. speed, which 


both motors attain in the same /ime, but at a slightly greater 


distance with the G.E. 52, we have :— 


For the single-phase, 10°6 watt-hours per ton. 
„ G6. E. 52 1485 „ В 


While if from these figures we calculate down to the 22 km. 


speed, we have :— 


For the single-phase, 9°35 watt-hours per ton. 
„  G.E.52 131 A Е 


N.B.—The theoretical amount of energy required for start~ 


ing to the 22 km. speed would be 6:6 watt-hours per ton. 


diagram, if we take the line and transformer losses into 
account, 

We call attention to the fact that our watt-hours per ton 
for starting with continuous current (12:2 to 18 to а 22-km. 
speed) are much lower than M. Blondel accepts from the 
examination of various accounts. М. Blondel assumes the 
empirical formula V?/30, which would give in our cas 
16 watt-hours. But even our figure shows a 25 per cent 
economy in favour of the single-phase—an economy not to 
be taken lightly ; the power absorptions for starting on a city 

_thoronghfare being 50 per cent., and sometimes as much 1 
65 per cent. of the whole consumption of current. 

Diagrams IV. and V. are reproductions of the kilowatimeter 
diagrams at the generating station ; they are to be read from 
right to left, and they all refer to опе 10 km. run—Milan- 
Musocco and back on the same track—the same averagt 
speed (17:8 to 17:8 km. per hour), and the same number of 
starts (about 2:25 per km.). | 

It should be observed that the scale of ordinates is different 
in the two diagrams, The integration was pate T 
weighing the diagrams cut. out in homogeneous 
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We have :— 
Diagram IV.—Single-phase (9°45 tons 4,250 wh. (45 ton-km. 
Diagram V.—G.E. 52 (965 „ ато : or” x ), 


These figures need no special comment. It must, how- 
ever, be observed that the difference is due, Beth to the 
fact that, in order- to remain within the speed ‘limits which 
we established (and which correspond to those of a city 
traffic) the continuous current motor had al most always to 


- work with resistances in series. But even this shows the 


advantage presented in similar conditions by the monophase 
motor, which would allow a very wide range of velocities, 
without lowering the efficiency at normal Bpeed. 

As to the power factor, it varies between rather wide 
limits, according to speed and voltage, as the characteristic 
carvesof the motor (Diagram IT.) show; these curves, computed 
in the case of the acceleration (Diagram III.), give for such a 
slandard way of starting an average power factor of 0-7. 
O n the otber hand, if we compare the wattmeter diagrams 
with the instantaneous current and voltage figures at the 
station during the run, we find an aggregate average power 
factor (for line, transformer, motor) of 0'8, varying between 
limits of 0'6 and 0°95. 


‘ 


ELECTRIC PUMPING PLANT FOR DE BEERS 
CONSOLIDATED MINES, KIMBERLEY. 


THIS plant, manufactured by Messrs. Mather & Platt, Ltd., 
Salford Iron Works, Manchester, consists of two “ High 
Lift” centrifugal pumps direct coupled to polyphase motors. 

No. 1is a pump (size No. 6) with four chambers, to lift 
1,000 gallons of water per minute against a total head of 320 ft. 
The pump body is of cast-iron, the buckets, guide posts, and 
spindle of steel. The pump is driven through a flexible 
coupling by a three-phase induction motor, taking power 


case of multiple pumps, into the second and subsequent 
chambers. 

The larger motor, illustrated herewith, is arranged with 
eight poles, giving a speed of 750 revolutions per minute 
when running light and a full-load speed of 735 revolutions 
per minute. 

The stator consists of a core of soft iron laminated discs 
clamped in a cast-iron frame, and provided with slots on ita 
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internal periphery. The windings consist of copper bars, 
one in each slot, with specially formed ends which enable 
the number of soldered connections to be reduced to a 


MaATHER & PLATT CENTRIFUGAL Pomp DRIVEN BY Inpucrion MOTOR. 


from a 50-cycle circuit at a pressure of 220 volts, and giving 
out 160 B. H.P. at 750 revolutions per minute under normal 
conditions. 

No. 2 set consists of size No. 6 two-chamber pump to lift 
1,000 gallons per minute, against a total head of 160 ft., the 
motor, in this case, being 75 H P. or 80 H.P., and similar to 
the larger set. 

Both motors are started by means of a water rheostat 
with sheet-iron plates, which is considered the most suitable 
means for the working conditions. 

In this improved type of pump the water enters the 
revolving wheel axially, and in the case of single pumps 
symmetrically op each sideof the wheel, thus eliminating axial 
thrust. The water then traverses the curved internal pas- 
sages between the vanes, and is discharged tangentially at 
the gata into a stationary guide ring ; this conveys it 
to the annular chamber in the body of the pump where the 
velocity head is converted into pressure head. From this 
chamber the water is discharged into the pipe line, or, in the 


minimum, and give a very rigid and substantial construo- 
tion. | 

The rotor is built similarly to the stator, and is wound 
with formed bars carefully insulated and fixed in open slots 
with wooden wedges. The ends of the windings are brought 
to slip-rings through the shaft, which is made hollow, and 
alternatively to a set of switch blades, by means of which 
the slip-rings are short-circuited when the motor has attained 
full speed. Two important advantages are gained by this 
arrangement. In the first place, the current at starting never 
rises above half the normal running current, and in the 
second place, all loss due to brush contact and resistances of 
secondary cables and connections is obviated, thus giving 
high starting and running efficiency. 

Owing to the large diameter of the motor and the small 
number of poles, combined with a special form of 
slot, an exceedingly high power factor is obtained even on 
comparatively light loads. The mechanical design is not 
sacrificed in any. way to obtain this result, as the radial 
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clearance between stator and rotor is 2 mm., which is.an 
ample allowance for a motor of this size. 

As will be seen from the curves, the efficiency is remark- 
ably high, and in consequence of this fact the temperatore 
rise is extremely small, the ventilation provided being ample. 
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This point is of great importance in cases where motors are 
required to work for long periods, and in situations where 
the circulation of air is defective. In deep level mines the 
conditions in this respect are naturally adverse, and care has, 
therefore, to be taken to prevent overheating of the plant ; 
a design which gives a small rise of temperature is the only 
satisfactory way of obviating the difficulty. : 


Fia. 1. 


Fra. 4. 


Fia. 2. | 


- 


The figures and curves for the smaller set are equally 
satisfactory, and the general design of both motors is simple 
aud strong, making, with the pumps, a very serviceable and 
compact combination. | 


DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


(Continued from page 782.) 


CONSOLIDATED BWlTCHBOARD APPARATUS. 


Тнв Consolidated Electrical Co., Ltd., of Northampton Works 
Canonbury, have in course of preparation a large catalogue of their 
manufactures. The first section, A, which is to be ready for circula- 
tion very shortly, and of which advance sheets are before us, is 
devoted to switchboards, fuseboards, switches, and so forth. Seotion 
B will contain particulars of electrical sundries, C will deal with 
circuit breakers, and D with telephonic and such like apparatus 
We have now to confine ourselves to the switchboard tection. The 
illustrations include views of switchboards supplied by the company 
for certain tramway power stations in the provinces, lighting 
switebboards for Burnley, Mexico, &c., various designs of main and 
distributing switch and fuseboards, many types of maia switches, 
battery switches, and other kindred apparatus. 

In fig. 5 is shown a back of board type of switch for high ten- 
sion and central station work. It is the result of many requests 
from clients for a switch for high voltage currents where all possi- 
bility of operators receiving shocks is obviated. The only portion 
of the switch which appears on the face of the board is the handle, 
and this is completely and doubly insulated from the current- 
carrying portion. The various parts of the switch are fixed to the 
alate by means of screws in the ordinary manner, but these screws 
are well countersunk into the slate and the hole is filled up by an 
ebonite bush as shown. The switch is of the knife pattern; it is 
quick-break, and can be made with any length of break from 3 in. 
up to 24 ir. if necessary, and is supplied iu any size from 100 
amperes to 3,000 amperes, with or without carbon breaks, and either 
single, double, or triple-pole. The switches are said to be specially 
applicable to central s'ation work or for cases where unskilled 
labour is considered sufficient for switchboard attention. 


Fia. 5. Fic. 6.—Soppry Service Curotz. 


CONSOLIDATED SWITOHBOARD APPARATUS. 


Special care is taken with there motors to get a per- 
fect balance of the rotating parte; that this had been 
attained was evidenced by the total absence of vibration of 
the plant, which we saw started and running without holding- 
down bolte, on a springy foundation. 

As can be seen from the curves, the motor has an over- 
load capacity of over 100 per cent., and the mechanical 
design is such that this overload may safely be put on the 
motor for short intervals of time. 

The starting current was about 160 amperes per phase, 
rising to 820—880 amperes at the working head of 320 ft., 
as shown by a Schaeffer gauge. The efficiency of the motor, 
as shown by the curves, is 96°5 per cent. at 120 E. P., the 
power factor being 93 per cent., while at more than 80 per 
cent. below, and 30 per cent. overload, the efficiency and 
power factor are over 90 per cent. 

The pump efficiency at 1,000 gallons per minute is 75 per 
cent., and the combined efficiency of pump and motor, 67°5 
per cent., and here again the efficiency ir maintained tbrough- 
out a range of 25 per cent. under and 25 per cent. overload, 
being 65 per cent. between these limits. 

The temperature rise after eight hours’ continuous run at 
full load was only 18° C. 


Another of our illustrations (fig. 4) shows a circular type of regu- 
lating switch. This is suitable either for the regulation of dynamo 
shunts or fielde, or can be used as a regulating switch for accumu- 
lators. It will be noticed that no current is carried through the 
pivot of the switch as & back ring is provided on which the back 
arm of the switch makes contact. This switch is provided with 
а valve handle, and is made for currents ranging from 15 to 100 
amperes, in avy size or for any number of stops. · 

Fig. 1 shows & form of double-pole double-break voltmeter plug, 
especially applicable for switchboard work. The sockets are fitted 
into the slate panel, and, with the exception of the small ebonite 
bash, are quite flush with the panel. The advantage claimed for this 
device over the ordinary voltmeter key is that the plug portion can 
be kept quite apart; one plug may be supplied for any number of 
sets of contacts, and the contacts themselves can be fixed on the 
switchboard at various centres so that certain plugs will only fit 
certain sets of contacte, thus preventing any injury to instruments 
with different readings. They can also be made single-pole, and 
for this form, of course, only two sockets and a two-pin plug are 
provided, 

A field or sbunt breaking switch is illustrated in fig. 3. It isa 
strong and solidly-made pattern suitable for swifchboards, or for 
service where rough handling is likely to occur. It is provided with 
back connections, and is used usually in conjunction with a non- 
inductive resistance which is placed between the two contacta, or with 
an incandescent lamp of suitable voltage either in place of, or ad- 
S IM to, the resistance. This switch can also be made double 
pole. 
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A new pattern of the ordinary type of supply service cut-out is 
shown in fig. 6. It is strongly made and is supplied suitable for 
voltages up to 360, and also, with longer break, for voltages 
up to 600. Of course, for various currents, the sizes are 
increased and the interval fittings are made correspondingly heavier. 
These cut-outs are supplied for 30, 60, 100, 200, 300 or 500 amperes. 
Made in the form illustrated, they шау be need eitber for the ordinary 
fuse wire or for enclosed or cartridge fuses They are made in 
accordance with insurance or supply companies’ requirements; 
they are also mado suitable for use with china clip or switch fuses 

The type A enclosed fuse (fig. 2) is intended to take the place of 
the ordinary fuse wire, and its cost is stated to be about half that of 
the ordinary enclosed or cartridge fuse. It consists of a fuse enclosed 
in a novel manner, and to either end of the fuse is attached a piece of 
soft copper wire, Such fuses can, therefore, bs used in existing 
fittings where ordinary fuse wire is being used, and they are 
claimed to porsess all the advantages of the present enclosed fuses. 


` REYvBROLULB SWITCHES. 


The Sunbeam Lamp Oo., Ltd., of Park Road, Gateshead-on-Tyne, 
have been appointed sole selling agents for Messrs. A. Reyrolle and 
Co., Ltd, of Hebburn-on-Tyne, of some of whose specialities we 
show a few examples. Fig. 1 shows a line of quick-break switches 
for main switchboard work. They are made of copper throughout, 
and the parte are carefully bedded alli over. The blades are kept 


on the centre of movement by а steel; ring recessed into the two 


| 


Fic. 1l.—REYBOLLE SINGLE-THROW QUICK-BREAK BwiTCHES. 


blades; the quick-break is made by means of two phosphor bronze 
springe. The switches are made sinple, double, and triple-pole, 
either single or double-throw, and low resistance, with rapidity and 
reliability of break, are specially claimed for them. They are mace 
for b' ck connection, so that they fit any panel from 1 in. to 2 in. 
thick; the nuts and surfaces are in proportion to the current to be 
conveyed, and ample surface contacts are allowed. 

Some tubular fuse handles for switchboard use, and for use in 
connection with the Reyrolle distributing panels and boxes, are 
illustrated in fig. 2. The fuse consista of а tubular р: rcelain handle 
fitted with brass contact pieces to carry the current. The fuse wire 


Fic. 2.—REYROLLE ТовогАВ Fuse HANDLES. 


is clamped between the contact part and a loose brass liner by 
means of two screwe. The copper clip springs form part of the 
pillars which carry the carrent, and the contact surfaces are ample 
both on the fuse handle and on the contact clips. It is clsimed 
that the fuse will clear iteelf satisfactorily even on short circuite. 
The clips, with terminal fittings, are made for either front or b-ck 
connectionr. The fuse is also supplied mounted on a slate pane). 
Fig. 3 shows the Reyrolle distributing panels (AA type). The 
fittings, which are mounted оп а black enamelled slate slab, com- 
prise a bus-Lar, to which connections may be wade either at the back 
or the frent of the panel. From this bus-bar leads are run to two fases 


of the cli arranged in parallel, which fuses are each in turnoon 
nected 9 witch. The bus-bar is provided with a cable 
sweating socket for the supply moin, and two smaller sockets for 
connecting up to adjacent panels. It is claimed that all of the 
terminals are of ample size, that the wiring is simple and readily 
accessible, and that any combination of panels can be built up. 
Other types of panels are made, of which particulars and illustrations 
appear in the new catalogue lately issued. 
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Fic. 3.—ReYBOLLE DISTRIBUTING PANELS. 


The cast-iron distributing boxes made by Messre. Reyrolle are so 
arranged that they may be used in unprotected positions. The 
shell of the box (see fig. 4) is made of a single casting, with a cast- 
iron door fitted with a self-locking handle, which is so arranged that 
the door when allowed to drop locks itself automatically. These 
boxes, which are made in sizes suitable for taking from two to nine 
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Fig. 4.—REYROLLEÐ DisTBIBUTING Вох. 


panels, may be fitted up as single, double, or triple-pole, insulating 
divisions being placed between opposite poles. The fuse and 
switch panels are interchangeable with one another, so that any 
combination can be made at wil). Ms 

Two types of cast-iron dividing boxes are described in the new 
catalogue, and one of these we illustrate in fig. 5. It is designed 
for splitting a three-core high tension cable into three single cables. 
The boxes, which are all fitted with glands and porcelain insulators, 
are made suitable for all pressures up to 7,500 volte, and to take 
different sizes of cables by merely modifying the gun-metal fer- 
rules at the bottom of the box. Where the cable is provided with 
a copper earth sheath, special arrangements are made for forming a 
substantial connection between this sheath and the box. 

A new type of wall plug is shown in fig. 6. Type A is arranged 
for mounting on the wall in a vertical position, and is provided 
with a right angle bracket base. Type B is arranged for mounting 
on the wall in a horizontal position. The former type is specially 
suitable for outdoor use or in damp places, as it is arranged so as to 
be raintight. The socket is screwed во as to take a fin. iron gss 
barrel, through which the leads can be run. 
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These wall plugs are corcentric and all live parte are highly 
insulated; it is claimed that they cannot bs accidentally short- 
circuited, and that the plug, after being placed into the socket, 
caunot be withdrawn accidentally. 
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Fic. 5.—C.I. Divipine Box. 


All holes through which live wires pass are bushed with 
insulating material, and all of the parts are standard and will fit 
either form of socket. 

They are easily wired and monnted in position. All parts being 
enclosed ia a cast-iron case the plogs are specially suitable for work 
in tramway car-shede, and other places where they are likely to be 
subjected to rough usage. 


TYPE A. 
Fic. 6.— REYROLCW New WALL PLU3. 


Tyee B. 


In a second set of sheets Messrs. Reyrolle show some fine illustra- 
tions of their complete switchboards and switchgear equipments as 
supplied for three-wire continuous cur:ent lightiag stations, com- 
bined lighting and traction sub-station boards, three-phase sub- 
station switch-gear, &:. 


WATERTIGHT WIRING System or Mrssrs. McAuLaAY, CLARK 
ARD MCLAREN, 


We have before us a number of samples of joints, outlets, ceiling 
plates, &a, for house and mill wiring, on а system devised and 
patented by Messrs. McAulay, Clark & McLaren, of 10, Dixon 
Btreet, Glasgow. This, it is claimed, can be made abeolutely water- 
tight from start to finish, specially designed fuse boxes, switches, 
&*., being used in conjunction with lead-covered twin wire, insu- 
Jated with india-rabber—a very satisfactory type of conductor for 
almost sny kiud of internal wiring. All the joint boxes are made 
of cast-brass, tinned at tbe outlets; to make a tee-joint, after the 
conductors have been neatly exposed and soldered, a disc of mica is 
laid in the joint box, the tee-joint is laid on the top of it with a 
mice disc between tbe conductors of opposite polarity, and a third 
mica disc is laid on top of the conductors; a close-fitting brass ditc, 
ready tanned, is then placed over the joint in a turned recess, and 
the whole is soldered over, while the lead sheathing of the three 
outgoing leads is also sweated to the box, making the whole per- 
tectly watertight. The lead covering is also, of course, continuous 
through the metal box, so that the conductors are everywhere sur- 
sounded by meta! at earth potential—an important point, in view 
of the accidents at Fulham Baths. 

One of the samples shows how a pendant is connected with a 
continuous conductor, the latter passing through a brass box, in the 
base of which isa porcelain insulator carrying two brass sockets, 
with elotted heads; the conductors are bared, laid in the slots, and 
sweated to the sockets, after which a disc of mica is laid over them 
and а brass disc sweated on, and the lead sheathing is also sealed 
to the box. The sockets refcrred to receive the two split pins of a 


plug connected with the upper end of the flexible cord, and pro- 
vided with cord grips; the lampholder is attached to the other end 
of the flexible in the ordinary way. The plug is beld securely in 
the ceiling plate by a screwed ferrule. The accompanying 
sketches illustrate this pattern. Similar fittings are made for 
insertion in a length of suspended cable, which is supported by 
a steel stranded bearer wire by copper clips, as used in mill lighting. 


CEILING PLATE AND PLUG FOR PENDANT. 


Batten holder fittings for attachment to suspending wires are 
made, which can also be used for pendants, with the aid of a plug 
adapter, facilitating the removal of the pendant when desired. A 
handsome brass ceiling plate, with wooden patera, used in conjunc- 
tion with brass fittings similar to those above described, is included 
amongst the samples, while cast-iron fuse boxes with sweated 
glands, watertight local switches, & :., are provided. The appear- 
ance of the whole shows that on this system a thoroughly substantial 
and waterproof installation could be carried out, both poles being 
insulated from earth, and enclosed in an earthed sheath throughout. 


IMPROVED WALL PLUG. 


An extremely useful little device has been put on the 
market by the Improved Plug Company, of 54, Upper Jack- 
son Street, Hulme, Manchester, in the form of a ready-made 


wall plug. This is shown by the adjoining figure, from which 
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it will be seen that the plug is fitted with a ferrule to prevent 
splitting, and a wedge to expand the base. Special drills are made 
for preparing neat holes, and the plugs are made in three sizes to 
stock, and other siz zs as required, of hard, веав пей wood which 
will not shrink and work loose. Those who have experience in 
running casing or tubing, fixing meters, &c, will readily appreciate 
the saving of time and increased security which may be derived 
from using these plugs, instead of allowing a workman to hack a 
chuck of wood into a clumsy plug or "dook," often omitting the 
wedge, which is essential to a sound piece of work, while the plug 
when driven home fits where it touches." 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—aA deputation will wait on the 
Tramways Committee respecting the price levied for the electric 
lighting of public buildings, whion, it is contended, is too high. 
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS’ ASSOCIATION. 


In the discussion which took place last week at a crowded 
meeting of the above, on Mr. Rawlings’s paper on a model 
specification for electric wiring and fitting, many of the 
points suggested were criticised, and others suggested. 

One of the principal causes of complaint is in the expense 
which contractors are put to both in making up estimates, 
and also in travelling up and down the country to take 
particulers of work required to be done. Whilst some 
members considered that the amount ought to be allowed in 
the specification to cover such travelling expenses, it was 
recognised that so long as contractors would travel for 
nothing, no such allowance could be made. 

As to the cost of estimating, Mr. Rawlings gave an 


instance of 46 firms tendering for some work at the White- . 


chapel Union, the total value of which was only £150. 
Only one of the 46 firms could get the order, so that it 
works out, on this basis, that one order is secured for 46 
tenders, and assuming that each tender costs the firm £1, it 
means that he spends £46 in order to get one order. Of 
course, the case in question may have been exceptional. 

Mr. Rawlings suggested that instead of sending in a 
tender in the first instance as the result of the advertisement, 
it might be arranged that those contractors who wished to 
tender should send their names in, and from these half-a- 
dozen should be chosen by ballot, the chosen few being then 
asked to tender. 

Several members thought that the specification, as drawn 
пр, was too much in favour of the contractor, and that 
employers would look with some suspicion on a specification 
drawn up by the Contrattors’ Association. It amounts to 
the same thing as a seller laying down conditions on which 
he will supply goods, and giving the buyer no sayin the 
matter. 

The question of jointing, casing, aud tubing, was referred 
to by several speakers, and while some considered that joint- 
ing should be absolutely probibited, more particularly in 
twin lead-covered work, others thought that the clause might 
be left in to provide for any case in which jointing was 
absolutely necessary. Tubing work came in for some little 
condemnation, and the question as to whether or not it 
should be continuous throughout its length, and not mixed 
up with the casing system, was also discussed. There is no 
doubt that much trouble arises from these mixed systems, and 
when the tubing is not continuous each piece should be 
joined to an earth wire, so that an insulation test can be 
made. | 

On the question of fittings, exception was taken to the 
practice which is adopted, more particularly in architects’ 
specifications, of asking that the cost price of the fittings 
proposed shall be put in the schedule of prices. This leaves 
а contractor no margin for any work he bas to do to them, 
and is, in our opinion, obviously unfair. One speaker took 
a somewhat curious view of the question, and «apparently 
was of the opinion that the architect or consulting engineer 
pocketed the trade discount on these fittings ; he suggested 
that it might meet the case if 5 per cent. were allowed in the 
contract price to cover the consulting engineer's fee. 
A consulting engineer, who happened to be present by 
invitation, protested against this, and stated that he 
would have absolately no dealings with any contracting firm 
who recognised such practices. 

In the end, a committee was appointed to go thoroughly 
into the question and toreport to a subsequent meeting. It 
was proposed also that, when licked into shape, а model specifi- 
cation should be submitted to the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers for approval, so as to make it authoritative. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Single-Phase Alternate Current Motors. 


I should like to add a few words to what Mr. Fynn has 
said in your issue of the 6th inst. with regard to the work 
done at the Central Technical College under my direction. 

It is interesting to find that so many engineers were 
working “in parallel" with us at the College upon this 


subject, I can confirm Mr. Fynn’s statement that three 
years ago a motor of 1 H.P., similar in principle to that 
patented by Mr. Schüler, was used by myself and Mr. Evelyn 
Fawssett at the College. | 

Like Mr. Fynn, Prof. Ayrton and I made a careful search 
of patente, and we also came to the conclusion that foreign 
publications and home patenta had exhausted the possibility 
of protection as far as we were concerned then. I agree also 
entirely with Mr. Fynn’s statement that sparklessnees with 
small machines does not at all mean sparklessness with large 
ones, and Mr. Schüler's motors will, I think, need mcdifica- 
tion above 15 H.P. Possibly he intends to use double rotor 
windings, as suggested by Arnold and others. It is an open. 
secret that Mr. Steinmetz, with the resources of the (teneral 
Electric Co. behind him, has been experimenting for some 
years with repulsion motors, and is even now trying them on 
experimental tramcars. I believe that he has had no small 
difficulty in overcoming sparking under these conditions, if, 
indeed, he has yet succeeded. 

I do not follow Mr. Fynn in his statement that the power 
factor of his repulsion motor was unity. The repulsion 
motor, pure and simple, is generally taken to be of the 
induction motor type, the mains which supply the power 
being connected to the stator windings only. I do not see 
how it is possible for any motor of the induction type 
to have a power factor of unity, unless (a) the use of 
condensers is admitted, or (L) some device similar to 
Heyland compensation is used, in which case the motor ceases 
lo be a true induction molor. 

Mr. Creedy, another student under me at the Central 
Technical College, bas made a series of most useful 
theoretical investigations on this point, and I hope that he 
will publish his work shortly. His method shows more 
clearly than mine how it is that machines of the repulsion- 
motor type may be used for phase control, a fact which 1 
mentioned at the British Association meeting last 
September, 

It may not be out of place, in view of Dr. Finzi’s recent 
article in your issue of 6th inst, to mention again that 
Mr. Steinmetz's diagrams for the repulsion motor in 
* Alternating Current Phenomena" (second and third 
editions), are wrong, and also that tbe motor which he used 
as an example (ibid) appears to be rather a poor one for the 


purpose. 
London, November 9th, 1908. 


Pd 


William Cramp. 


In his letter of the 8rd inst. Mr. Fynn admits that the 
principal feature of my motor, viz. : The use of slip rings 
and a starting resistance in order to gradually change-over 
from the *repulsion" to the “induction” motor, is not 
embodied in the one he refers to. After reading Mr. Fynn's 
letter of the 3rd inst., it seems to me that I misunderstood 
the meaning of his previous letter inthe ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
of the 23rd ult. He evidently does not claim that the 
features of the design of the two motors are identical, but 
refers only to the similarity of performance, viz. : IIigh 
starting torque with low starting current, and sparkless 
working. I certainly do not doubt Mr. Fynn's assurance 
that his motor gives this performance—the same result can, 
no doubt, be obtained in different ways. The only question 
is: Which will prove the most satisfactory in practice ? 

With regard to the priority of my invention, I wish to 
say that during my own search I discovered no patent or 
publication for the same arrangement previous to my appli- 
cation for a patent. If Mr. Fynn and others have con- 
sidered the same thing before, and have even tried it, with- 
out taking further steps for protecting the device after 
doing 80, it only indicates, in my opinion, tbat they did not 
recognise the importance of the arrangement which I 
advocate. 

L. Sehüler. 


The Central Station Battery. 


I have read with much interest the discussion that has 
taken place on the above subject, and would suggest that 
* Electrolyte" would never discover by simply looking at 
the cells to see if they all gas, either a cell with sulphated 
positive plates, or one with weak negatives, as bo/h would 
gas up with the others at the end of charge, and it is not 
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uncommon to have such cells in a battery that has been 
working several years. | 

The only way to keep a battery in good condition is to 
obey the maker’s instructions minutely, especially regarding 
over-charge and over-discharge. 

For the detection of bad or weak cells, nothing is better 
than to take the voltage of each individual cell at the end of 
discharge, and if they are satisfactory then it is all one 
needs, for a central station engineer only wants his battery 
for discharge, and if it were possible to do without charging 
he would. | 

No doubt from the battery attendant’s view, it is unneces- 
sary to take the voltage on the end of charge, but from the 
engineer's view, who is in charge of the battery, and the 
makers, the records are indispensable as a check on the 
attendant, so I believe Mr. Abraham’s patent recorder would 
be very useful and save a great deal of time. In conclusion, 
I disagree with © Electrolyte's " statement that it is not easy 
to compare specific gravity readings, because although it is 
wel known his reasons are perfectly correct, they would 
affect the entire battery and not only a aell here and there, 
while I should imagine any person with common sense 
would use specific gravity readings for comparison of one 
cell against another, and not the whole battery readings 
against those of the previous week without making some 
allowance for altered conditions. 

H. S. Pursey. 


Having read with great interest the accounts in your 
valuable paper concerning the conditions of storage batteries, 
with reference to Mr. Abraham's account, I have not had 
the opportunity of using the patent cell recorder; but 
as Mr. Abraham states that this saves time and current, he 
deserves credit for his time-saving apparatus, and it should 
be welcomed on the market, as it is a weary job going 
round the battery, especially on a cold winter’s day, with 
paper, pencil and volt meter. I would like to state a few 
points that have occurred to me whilst supervising the 
maintenance of batteries. There are manufacturers who 
state that when a battery has been ruined after working a 
period of two or three years, it is positively ruined through 
neglect, which certainly is true in some cases, but there are 
several difficulties which could be overcome by the manu- 
facturers themselves. 

I have noticed in cells where there has been no end 
support between the side and the negative end plate in glass 
boxes, the plate has slowly worked away from its position, 
causing the glass separating rods to fall down to the bottom 
of the cell ; consequently the positive plate has nothing to 
keep it in position beyond the supports the plate rests on. 
It gradually works its way to the negative, thus causing a 
short-circuit, which, if not discovered immediately, will 
buckle all the positive plates, and render them unfit for 
further use. I have learned from experience that plates in a 
battery must have end packing pieces, which are usually 
omitted in cases of batteries in glass boxes. I have also 
noticed that in cells with plates 10} in. wide x 11 in. deep 
there are only two glass separating rods between the plates, 
the rods being about 6 in. apart. I find this space is too 
large, ав the positive plates of a cell that has been kept in 
good condition have buckled either one way or the other, 
caused by the absence of sufficient separators to keep the 
plates straight, thus causing short-circuite, If three rods 
were placed between each two plates, the amount of buckling 
would be greatly diminished. There is also a fault, in 
my opinion, ав to the cells not being deep enough, 


evaporation causing the cells to be filled up so often; 


having filled up the cells with water, this changes the 
specific gravity considerably, and as when the cells have been 
filled up with water it does not become thoroughly mixed 
with the electrolyte till the battery has been charged several 
times, the specific gravity should not be taken directly after 
the battery has been filled up with water. In even some 
large cells there is only about 4 in. between the top of the 
plates and the top of the cell; this could easily be made 
about 2 in., which would allow the battery to run a much 
longer period without filling up. If the battery is to be in 
good condition, the cells must all start gassing at the same 
time; any one being backward must be cut out and examined 


at once, and the defect must be found. Having been found 
and rectified, the individual cell should be charged with a 
small generator kept for the purpose, which gives an am- 
perage equal to the charging capacity of the battery, and 
has a field regulator to vary the voltage from 2 to 10 volts, 
allowing two or three cells to be charged, if necessary, at a 
time. There are several plants where batteries are installed 
omitting a small milking generator, and thus when a faulty 
cell is found it is put in circuit when charging and cut out 
when discharging. In several cases it takes the greater 
part of a week before the cell is fully charged, thus the 
attendant becomes careless and the cells neglected, whereas 
the small generator coupled to the cell could be left charging 
til] the cell was completely charged. 

Specific gravity and voltmeter readings are taken once a 
week, вау this is done every Monday; but this is not sufficient 
for the week, as а short-circuit may occur on the Tuesday and 
before the following Monday the cell may be completely 
ruined, therefore a daily inspection must be made to deter- 
mine that the cells are gassing freely, as a short-circuit will 
soon run down a cell and put it behind the others. This 
daily examination only requires about 10 minutes on а 
800-cell battery. I have a battery of 450, ampere-hours 
\which has been under my personal supervision for four years, 
and is almost as good as new. I put an additional row of 
glass separators in each cell three years ago, and thus 
reduced the interval from 6 in. to 3 in., which was a great 
5 I have packed between the end plates and the 
end of the glass boxes to keep the end plates in position, 
which has kept the plates in a much straighter condition, 
making a short-circuit a very rare occurrence. The few 
that have occurred have been mostly caused by paste 
dropping out of the plates and getting across. Batteries 
must not be over-discharged, though an additional charge 
once a week lasting a few hours will help to keep the battery 
in good condition. 

All Gassing. 


^ч 


The Greatest Electric Shock on Record. 


This shock was received, on August 23rd, 1908, by an 
Italian named Archimedi Lazzari, from Mantova, Italy. He 
is a strongly built man, 36 years of age, and by profession a 
mechanical blacksmith, in which capacity he worked during 
the whole of the construction work for the Canadian-American 
hydraulic plant at Parnahyba, State of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

This company supplies electricity for tramways, light and 
power in the City of Sao Paulo, which is 33 kilometres away 
from the generating station at Parnahyba. The station con- 
tains four 1,000-kw., 252 amperes, 2,300-volt, 60-cycle 
alternators, of the New York General Electric Co.’s make. 
The voltage is raised by means of transformers up to 24,000 
volts. 

A little before the date mentioned, the management decided 
to change all the iron framework behind the high-tension 
board to wooden work. It was also found advisable, as 
additional panels had just been erected, to change over the 
position of some of the old parels in order to symmetrize the 
board, thus permitting the high-tension buses to be 
divided into halves, by means of switches, to facilitate 
cleaning. 

Everything being in readiness at 12 o’clock midnight, on 
Sanday, August 23rd, the work was commenced, this being 
the hour of lightest load. Archimedi was working in his 
professional capacity. At about 5.10 a.m., the ironwork 
had been removed and the wooden framing placed in posi- 
tion. The buses had also been divided into halves prepara- 
tory to being connected to their respective switches. There 
are two separate sets of bus-bars, one above the other, either 
of which can carry the entire load, so that as the work pro- 
ceeded the current was changed alternately from one set to 
the other, thus avoiding the necessity of working on live 
wires. Every precaution had been taken against accidents, 
and, in fact, it was over-zeal to be cautious which caused the 
mishap. The buses being divided, and the work being 
carried on upon the dead section, one of the operators, 
Thomas W. Bevan, jun., son of the power hquse superinten- 
dent, went over to work near the live half. Archimedi, 
wishing to warn him of his danger, took hold of Devan, 
jun.'s wrist, and leaned forward to speak with him; at the 
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same time he had his foot against an anchor bolt of the iron 
framework which had just been taken down. This bolt was 
cemented on to the floor of the gallery (the high-tension 
board being on a gallery), the latter being made of steel 
rails with brickwork arching between the rails. Archimedi 
leaned over too far and came too near one of the 24,000-volt 
bare copper wires, which was one of the secondary leads off 
the main transformers to the high-tension board. Imme- 
diately the current jumped on to his shoulder, passing 
` through his body and out at his feet on to the anchor bolt. 
Both Archimedi and Bevan, jun., remained transfixed, while 
Mr. Bevan, sen., thinking it was his son who was on the 
wire, leaped into the air (in order to disconnect himself from 
the ground) and plunged against his son. The shock 
pulled both men off the wire, and Archimedi loosened 
Bevan's wrist, only to fall near the wire again, in almost 
identically the same position as before, only this time the 
whole current was passing through his own body, not as 
before, when a portion must have been shunted through 
Bevan, jun. Mr. Bevan, sen., who was thrown violently on 
the floor, tried to kick Archimedi’s foot from under him, 
only to find that every time he (Mr. Bevan, sen.) touched 
the stricken man’s foot, his own legs were shot back with 
terrific. force. Archimedi remained thus untit the power 
was taken off. He must have been fully half a minute 
under the action of the current. He claims to have been 
conscious all the time, and says that he felt nothing. In fact, 
he was able to describe exactly what occurred, and says he felt 
the power taken off the first time, and then come on again, as 
he fell the second time near the wire. On the power being 
taken off he immediately became unconscious, and his mouth 
had to be opened with the end of a file, and a piece of wood 
put between his teeth to keep them apart, while his arms and 
legs were being worked во as to produce artificial respiration. 
In a little over 10 minutes Archimedi was able to walk about 
on aman’sarm. He felt sick and had fearful burns on his 
shoulder and his foot, but after about six weeks’ absence he 
came back to work and has not missed a day since. Both 
the Bevans suffered nothing greater than little burns over 
the body, wherever the current came in contact. 

All the men present are willing to vouch as to the place in 
which Archimedi suffered the shock, namely, on the high- 
tension gallery, and there are no wires there except bare 
copper wires, all under a pressure of 24,000 volts. 

The writer, who was present (and who at once rushed to the 
switchboard under the gallery and pulled out the main 
exciter switches), observed a heavy arc between Archimedi’s 
foot and the anchor bolt, and Bevan, jun., saw a similar arc 
formed between his shoulder and the wire. There was 
apparently, therefore, no actual contact with the wires, and 
owing to the high resistance of the arcs, the current was 
greatly reduced in volume. This probably explains the 
reason why the men were not killed instantly. 


W. da F. В, Davids. 
Parnahy ba, 


c/o Sao Paulo Tramway, Light and Power Co., Ltd., 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
October 14th, 1903. 


Automatic Ticket Issuers. 


I want to know if there are any automatic ticket issuers 
in use on any tramway system in the United Kingdom or 
elsewhere, or if such were ever tried, and if so, were they a 
success or not? 

Any information on the above will be acceptable. 


Long John. 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


I have read with interest the correspondence on the waste 
of time, energy and money which takes place in tendering, 
and having had considerable experience in preparing tenders 
and also afterwards in preparing specifications, the subject is 
one which has for a long time appealed to me very strongly. 

Everyone will admit that the present state of affairs is very 
unsatisfactory, and the only question is, What is the best 
method of preventing it? What is the reason for it? There 
can be no doubt that the initial cause is the extreme com- 
petition existing between electrical contractors and electrical 
manufacturers, and the remedy is, to a large extent, in their 
own hands. 


My own practice is to limit the number of competitors for 
any given contract to three or four firms of as nearly as 
possible equal standing and experience, and to award the 
contract to the lowest tenderer, but I almost invariably find 
that there are a large number of other contractora who wish 
to tender, and who beg hard to be allowed to have a copy 
of the specification, stating that, while they appreciate my 
desire, consistent with doing the best for my clients, to 
cause as little useless trouble as possible, yet they do not 
mind this trouble, and desire to be allowed a chance of 
tendering. 

When the work is open to public competition, or when, 
for any reason, it has attracted special notice among con- 
tractors, then the number of applications for specifications is 
very large indeed, 

Let contractors, therefore, realise that it is in their own 
interests that only a few specifications should be issued for 
any one contract, and refrain from pressing to be allowed to 
tender when they are already informed that a fair number 
of specifications have been issued. 

There is another evil which might very well be considered 
at the same time ; that is, the practice of firms trying to send 
in tenders after sealed tenders have already been received from 
other firms. 

In a recent case in my own practice, after a number of 
sealed tenders had been received, after they had been examined 
and reported on by my firm, and our clients had practically 
decided on the selected firms, and after the lowest tenderer 
had been informed unofficially that although, for certain 
reasons, the contracts could not be given out for a week or 
two, there was practically no doubt that he would obtain 
the order, another firm heard of the work, and asked to be 
allowed to tender. We replied that they were too late, 
sealed tenders having already been received, and the work 
was practically given out. Notwithstanding this, they 


. approached our clients, obtained a copy of the specification 


and sent ina tender, which was considerably below that first 
selected. | 

On the matter wiped before us we pointed out to our 
clients that although neither of the firms in question had 
actually carried out contracts under our supervision, we 
believed that both of them could carry out the work perfectly 
well; but that under the circumstances we did not think 
the second tender should be considered. On the other hand, 
there was great force in the remark of one of our clients: “ if 
the contractors are not loyal to each other, why should we 
pay a good many hundred pounds more to the firm who sent 
in the firet tender than is asked for by the second 
tenderer ?” 

I am pleased to say that eventually the contract went to 
the firm originally selected, but this is, I fear, only one 
among many similar case3, and if the contractors were to 
adopt the suggestions put forward in Messrs. Duncan 
Watson's letter, I feel sure that all consulting engineers 
would be only too pleased to restrict the number of specifica- 
tions issued. 

If, Sir, this letter is not trespassing too much on your 
space, there is one more point in conclusion well worthy of 
consideration ; that is, whether steps cannot be taken to 
reduce the number of samples and drawings which are asked 
for in connection with many specifications. 

There are, of course, many cases in which it is necessary 
that all the competing firms should enclose drawings and 
samples with their tenders, but, on the other hand, there are 
a large number of cases where this is unnecessary. What is 
wanted having been described as clearly as possible in the 
specification, tenders can be received, and then after one or, 
perhaps, two firms have been provisionally selected, they can 
be asked to submit their drawings and samples for the 
engineers’ final decision before placing the contract. No 
one can object to this when there is a reasonable probability 
of their getting the work, and it would avoid the very con- 
siderable, useless trouble and expense involved when these 
drawings and samples have to be submitted by every one of 
the firms competing. 


A. H. Dykes. 
London, S.W., November 61h, 1903. 


Doubtless most of your readers have heard of a recent 
case where no less than 46 contractors tendered for wiring, 
&c., at the Whitechapel Union. Such a proceeding, apart 
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from any other consideration, must be injurious to the trade, 
and who are to blame? Certainly not the consulting engi- 
neers, for in my experience these gentlemen seldom invite 
more than three or four_firms to tender for works under 
£2,000, and I for one protest against any suggestion that 
the consulting engineer is at fault for the present unsatis- 
factory system. Then, Sir, who is to blame? I regret to 
say that I am compelled to answer that it is the contractor 
himself. Any consultant will tell you that he has to refuse 
numbers who desire to travel long distances and to tender, 
even though they are informed that three or four firms have 
already been asked to do so; and I know of a case where a 
contractor who could not obtain a specification from the 
consultant went direct to the client, and after obtaining & 
Bpecification quoted a lower price than the lowest of those 
whose sealed tenders had been opened weeks before. In such 
a case the contractor was, in my opinion, guilty of the most 
immoral business action possible. 

The foregoing is à sample of what is being done, and is one 
of the evils which the National Electrical Contractors’ Asso- 
ciation is trying to straighten out. 

To overcome one of the present difficulties, I would suggest 
that advertisements be responded to by the contractor upon 
some such lines as follows :— 

“ That, subject to not more than six firms being invited, 
we shall be pleased to send a tender, &c.“ 

This would simplify matters both to contractors and con- 
sultants, and save the present waste and improve the unsatis- 
factory system now in force. 

I have already referred to this subject in a paper which I 
read recently before the London Electrical Contractors’ 
Association, and I have no doubt that the Association in 
question will adopt some such clause as I bave indicated. 


W. В. Rawlings. 
London, November 10th, 1903. 


Jointless-Section Induction Coils. 


Disputes as to priority are tedious except to those inte- 
rested, and I will therefore merely state that my patent 
relates to the winding, in a practical manner, by a machine 
shown in the drawing, of fine wire only. No. 36 is the size 
mentioned. The Swiss patent referred to by Mr. Isenthal 
is that of F. Klingelfuss, of Basle. It gives no details what- 
ever of the means employed to wind the jointless sections 
shown in the drawing, but the size of the wire shown is 
about equal to No. 14. With a few yards of fuse wire, and 
the aid of my fingers, I could reproduce the winding in as 
many minutes as it took months to carry out my plan, in 
which each turn of fine wire is fixed on to the surface of an 
insulating disc with a little hot paraffin, afterwards mostly 
removed by heat and pressure. Any priority in the idea of 
jointless single-wire winding seems to me out of question. 
Dozens of people have tried and failed years ago, myself 
among the number. It must not be supposed from this that 
I wish to withhold from Herr Klingelfuss due credit. His 
scientific papera on coils are of the very highest merit, but 
for commercial reasons he has chosen to keep all details of 
his actual winding machine, and, in fact, the whole matter, 
so far as possible, a secret. The other winding referred to 
is widely different from mine. 

The chief gain in my winding is the improved insulation 
that results. Fach wire is slightly separated from its 
neighbour, and the whole can be ccmpressed into a solid 
block. 

Old or not, the winding can be carried out so as to give 
а 10 to 12-in. spark with a secondary resistance of 
4,500 ohms, and, from the stir it is making, it seems likely 
to revolutionise the construction of the best induction coils 
and cheap non-inductive resistances. 

Leslie Miller. 

London, November 10th, 1903. 


I beg to add a few remarks on the matter of “ jointless 
winding and single-wire sectional winding of induction 
coils." I have been constantly engaged in this branch of 
electrical work since 1865. 

In the E_tecrricaL REVIEW of October 16th, there 
Appears (p. 619) a description of a method of winding repre- 


sented as new." In 1868 I made a single-wire section coil 
with No. 80 wire for the late Н. С. Baines, of Pembroke 
College, Oxford, and as the special tools for such thin 
sections were specially made for the coil (a 10-in.), I kept 
them, and have occasionally used them since. The coil was 
10 in. long x 6 in. in diameter, and made up of 650 sections. 
I found no special advantage in my system of single-wire 
sections, which are represented by the woodcut on p. 619, 
and there described as new winding for induction coils.” 
With regard to joints, permit me to say that out of many 
thousands extending over the period of 88 years, I have 
only found two or three bad joints, and quite as many places 
of decay in the solid wire, and there is I, therefore, submit, 
no objection to jointe. I have, however, a system, now many 
years old, of introducing insulating papers between the 
single-wire layers, but for ordinary purposes the single-wire 
sections cannot be recommended for many important reasons 
well known to makers of coils, one of the most important 
being the difficulty of taking out and replacing a single- 
thickness section. Nevertheless, for special purpcses I have 
made several coils in this system and wound primary coils 
also in single-wire vertical sections, and have the various 
special tools by which these windings were made. 

1. As to internal breakdown in the sections, I would 
point out that this is very likely to occur in single-wire 
sections, as the single or double paper-insulating disés are 
necessarily thin in relation to the wire section, and the same 
difficulty that arises horizontally in the Rhumkorff coil is 
here increased in the vertical section, as the number of 
sections should for a 10-in. coil be 600 to 700, whereas the 
horizontal layers in the same coil made on Rhumkorff's 
system would not exceed 30. In the single- wire tection 
system there is therefore by far the greatest loss of space, 
makiog greater bulk necessary. After carefully testing a 
variety of single-wire windings, for the reasons given, and 
other considerations well known to manufacturers, I have 
discontinued recommending these windings. 

2. There is no increased efficiency, and apy pressure to 
compress the windings would only tend to cut the in- 
sulating papers and rupture the insulation. 

3. Low ohmic resistance of the secondary coil, beyond 
certain limits, is not at all desirable, as the high potential of 
the spark overcomes the relatively low resistance of the 
secondary wire with but little loss, and the fact that many 
of the foreign coils have been wound with uncovered irou 
Wire proves my contention. About 1875 I made for H. G. 
Neaden, Esq., then of Queen’s College, Oxford, a coil having 
secondary wire No. 20, 28 and 35 on separate bobbins (I am 
writing from memory), and it was found that No. 28 wire was 
quite the very lowest resistance that could be recommended, 
unless for some very special purpose. Rhumkorff and others 
disapproved of very low resistance secondary coils. It is 
incorrect to say that a very low resistance secondary coil is 
specially suitable for charging Leyden jara or for use in 
wireless telegraphy, for unless the electromotive force in the 
secondary of the coil is greater than that of the insulated mast, 
pole, or line used to transmit the waves of force to the air or 
ether, clearly the coil will be feeble as a sending instrument, 
This has been found to be the case by experts engaged in 
wireless telegraphy, and the length of the secondary wire has 
been increased, but not its diameter, and thus a low ohmic 
resistance of the secondary has been found undesirable. It 


is equally important for high frequency apparatus (medical) 


to preserve the high potential in coil secondaries. 

4. Climatic conditions such as those of India or Egypt 
would be fatal to compressed sections, as the increase of 
temperature would soften the insulating disc, and the pressure 
would indent the paper, and thinning it, cause a fracture of 
the insulation. The inferiority of single-wire section coils 
has been clearly demonstrated. When the secondary has a low 
resistance, not only is the spark much less frequent, but it is 
uncertain and feeble, due, evidently, to inferior electromotive 
force, the turns of wire being insufficient. A coil of the best 
type, 10-in. spark, wound in proper sections, will light up at 
least six X ray tubes of similar internal resistance at one 
time when excited by a current of about 10 amperes, 
12 volte. 

I would also refer to the letter of Mr. Hadfield, page 654, 
October 23rd, confirming the views I have expressed. 

On page 700, October 30th, are some remarks by Mr. 
Miller, which appear to indicate that he regards single-wire 


D ————J— заа 


Vol. 53. No.1,955,Novzu»za 13, 1903] THE ELECTRICAL REVI:W. 


119 


— E аан 


sections as new, but on making inquiries he will find quite 
the reverse is the case, and an inspection of the tools used in 
the winding of Mr. Baines’s coil, also others, will show that 
this system of winding was thoroughly tried in 1868 and 
discarded as being much more costly and generally devoid of 
utility. 
‘Alfred Apps. 
London, November 10th, 1908. 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plants. 


My attention has been called to a letter in your last issue 
from the well-known engine builders, Me:ers. Belliss and 
Morcom, Ltd., in which figures given in my paper recently 
read before the Leeds Section of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers are adversely criticised. 

In the case of the Electric Construction-Delliss set in the 
Leeds Electricity Works, I gave the steam consumption per 
kilowatt-hour at 19°9 lbs. (the figure given to me as approxi- 
mately accurate by the city electrical engineer), whereas 
Messrs. Belliss put it at 19:49 lbs., including boiler and steam 
pipe losses, which correction I accept. 

Although no definite statement is actually made, yet the 
whole letter is cleverly drawn out to convey the impression 
that reciprocating engine plants are as economical as turbine 
plants; and complaint is made that I compare the efficiency 
of reciprocating engines and turbines of about equal sizes, 
but working under different conditions, especially with 
regard to superheat and vacuum. 

My reply 18 that it is quite fair to make comparisons 
between the plants mentioned in my paper, because the steam 
consumptions given are those obtained wnder actual daily 
working conditions, To the plea that a particular recipro- 
cating plant would give a better efficiency with greater 
superheat and better vacuum, my reply is, Why do you not 
then provide the greater superheat and better vacuum, and 
thus obtain the alleged greater economy ? Are we to 
assume that the engineers who have these plants under their 
charge, or that the engineers who built them and put them 
down, disregard their own fame and the interests of their 
employers so much that they are content to waste coal and 
boiler power rather than improve their vacuums and raise 
the temperature of superheat ? 

Engineers who have had an extended experience with both 
reciprocating steam engines and steam turbines know full 
well that to raise the superheat over, say, 60? F. at the stop 
valve means with the reciprocating engine :— 

1. Increase in the difficulties and risks of running. 

2. Increased wear and tear, and heavy bills for upkeep 
and repair. 

9. An expensive oil and much of it for cylinder 
lubrication. 

In the steam turbine none of these difficulties and 
expenses present themselves, hence we see in actual everyday 
work reciprocating engines working with little or no super- 
heat and turbines working on high superheats. 

Messrs. Belliss state that with 237? F. superheat, they 
can reduce the steam consumption in their Leeds plant from 
19:49 lbs. to under 16 lbs. per kilowatt ; then why is not this 
desirable and valuable economy effected? I trow it is 
because both Messrs. Bellies know, and the city engineers 
know, that with such high superheat all the difficulties named 
above would then be at once encountered, and the extra 
expenses and risks thus brought about would more than 
counterbalance the temporary economy to be gained. 


Thus, my contention that my comparisons are fair, because. 


they are on practical lines, is a sound contention, and it 
applies with equal force to the comparisons drawn between 
the steam turbine and the Sulzer-Kolben plants named in my 


paper. 


Again, as regards vacuums, engineers with both classes of 


plant know that by reason of gland and packing leakage, it is 
more difficult to maintain high vacuums with reciprocating 
engines than with turbines. 

Doubtless Messrs. Belliss would like to prove that 
reciprocating plants are more economical than steam turbines, 
but the weight of evidence is against them ; it is not to be 
expected, however, that engine builders will allow the present 
rapid development of the steam turbine to proceed without 
making some efforts to stem the tide, futile though it may be. 

I repudiate Messrs, Belliss’s insinuations that I am inte» 


rested in booming the turbine, or that my paper contains 
“ misleading statements; the figures given are, to the beat 
of my knowledge, correct, and, moreover, they are not theo- 
retical values, ав is the figure of improved economy given for 
the Leeds plant, but the outcome of everyday practice, which 
alone is the true standard upon which to found our conclu- 
sions. 7 

With reference to the postacript, I would correct it and put 
it thus-wise :— | 

It should always be borne in mind that the cost of obtain- 
ing the high vacuum necessary for efficiency with either 
reciprocating engines or steam turbines may become a very 
formidable item in the majority of inland stations. 


Geo. Wilkinson. 
Harrogate, November 10th, 1908. 


As engineer to the Cambridge Electric Supply Co. at the 
time of the trials made by Prof. Ewing, F. R. S., on a 500-KW. 
turbo-alternator, and having myself made the original trials 
at Messrs. Parsons & Co.’s works on the same machine, I 
should like to reply to that portion of Messrs. Belliss and 
Morcom’s letter in your issue of November 6th, dealing with 
these trials. "ma 75 

A copy of Prof. Ewing's report on his trials is before me 
as I write. "M" 

Iam prepared to admit that the steam pressure in this 
case is higher by 9 lbe., and an addition of 1 per cent. to the 
steam consumption should be made on this ground, this being 
the theoretical quantity due to such a difference of pressure 
according to the formula of Mr. McFarlane Gray quoted in 
Mr. Willans's paper. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. Wilkinson should have made a 
mistake in the figures for vacuum. He has taken tbe seventh 
line of the table * vacuum in condenser," instead of the eighth 
line “ vacuum in turbine.“ The former is 27:8 in., the latter 
27:5 in. [?25°7. Eps.] The vacuum at the trials in New- 
castle was in the turbine, and was 24:5 in. The difference, 
therefore, in favour of the Cambridge trials is 172 in. and not 
3:3 in. Further, itis hardly correct to say that a difference 
of 1 in. of vacuum resulta in 4 per cent. increase or diminu- 
tion of steam per kilowatt. This is approximately true at 
27 in., but were it so over the whole scale, the consumption 
with atmospheric exhaust would be 70 lbs. instead of 34 Ibs. 
From actual experiment the difference in steam consumption 
at 24 in. and 25 in. vacuum is 2 percent. On this basis the 
Cambridge trials are to be debited with a further 2 per cent., 
or 8 per cent. in all. 

The actual consumption at Cambridge was 25 lbs. per 
kilowatt, lees 5 per cent. for driving the air and circulating 
pumps, about which there is no dispute, leaving the net 
figure 25 — 1:25 = 23°75 lbs. Add to this 3 per cent., 
ог °71 lb., and we have a total of 24°46 lbs. per kilowatt, 
against 24-1, the result of my own trials, or a difference of 
36 lb. and 1:47 per cent.—say 14 per cent. 

I should be surprised if any engine builders are prepared 
to guarantee a repeat trial оп а different site within в smaller 
limit of error. It is, in fact, less than the usual allowance 
for calibration of instruments. 

Prof. Ewing, on page 4 of his report, points out that no 
separator was in use at Cambridge ; a very efficient arrange- 
ment was employed at Mesers. Parsons’ works when I carried 
out the original trials, and, as far as it was possible, dry 
steam was supplied to the turbine. Most engine builders 
would require a larger margin than 1} per cent. if deprived 
of their separator. | | 

I quite agree that “it is regrettable that misleading 
statements should be made,” and I am much obliged to your 
correspondents for enabling me to correct this one. : 

John H. Barker, M. Inst. C. E., M. I. E. E. 


Loughborougb, 
November 10th, 1903. 


Holywood Tramway.—The proposed electric tramway to 
connect Belfast with Holywood would bave a length of about four 
miles. Holywood is a rising town with large military barracks for 
infantry, and another barracks for cavalry and artillery is about to 
be built. А syndicate has the mattor in hand, 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. , 


Wi ENDING Nov. 111TH, 1902. 


Wir unpinof Nov. 10TH, 1909. 


Adelaide ee . Value £88 Alexandria .. „Value £209 
Alexandria .. V» 202. d Amsterdam eis > 50 
Amsterdam . T А - 40 Antwerp ee А . 248 
Bombay .. .. 127 Auckland ; 400 
s" Teleg. mat. .. oe 994 kok 275 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. Bombay e ee „ 1,168 
Calcutta .. T .. -oo 684 Brisbane 2s 16 
Cape Town .. - ze cd Brussels es - .. 180 
ji Teleg. cable. 45 Calcutta .. .. ee . 851 

is Teleg. mat, ee 4,607 Cape Town 441 
Durban xs is ee . 181 Chemulpo 40 
A Teleg. mat. .. 0,029 Colombo ке ae 18 
East London 46 ES .. 802 is Teleg. mat. .. .. 887 
Fremantle .. BO Delagoa Bay > T eo 251 
Genoa, Teleg. mat. 112 Durban s è . 1,512 
Gibraltar ee ee oe ee Т1 57 Teleg. mat. е 147 
. Hamburg .. a ES .. 206 East London è А 798 
Launceston T Em xe 27 Flushing T 65 
Libau. Elec. motor 225 Fremantle „„ 83 
Malta. Teleg. instruments. 750 Gibraltar .. 207 
Melbourne .. ise ia .. 146 Hong Kong .. P T .. 460 
és as so 619 Launceston. Elec. machinery 798 

” Teleg. cable .. 128 Lyttelton is А T 67 
Perth és 79 elbourne .. as - A 11 
Port Elizabeth .. ss .. 255 Montreal .. gs E š 17 
T Teleg. mat. . 766 North Sea. Teleg. cable . 1,914 

Rio de Janeiro 4» .. 184 Perth. x es «6 . 29 
РА Teleg. mat. .. 1,997 Port Elizabeth  .. iu ee 162 
Shanghai ees ee ee es 661 н Teleg. mat. ee ee 196 
Sydney s Te T .. 650 Rangoon... Я s „ 407 
Teneriffe. Teleg. cable.. .. 6,200 Rotterdam .. e x a 80 
Wellington ee ee ee ee 812 Shanghai ee ee ee ee 682 
Yokohama .. i i» 194 Singapore .. vs js T 81 
Sydney We i - e 507 

ellington .. s os 801 

Yokohama .. ss de 194 

Total . . £28,209 Total ee £12,459 


D] 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Cape Town. El. m'ch'nry. Value £4,000 East London. Elec. appar. Value £60 
Stockholm. Elec. appar. .. 60 Perth. Elec. machinery .. 846 
Sydney. Elec.lamps .. 


Total 


. £400 


—— 


— 


. . £4,098 Total 

The Nernst Lamp.— The reason why some electrical 
contractors do not get on well with the Nernst lamp, while others 
obtain excellent resulte, is in the majority of cases probably due to 
incorrect treatment of the lamps or of their parts. The Electrical 
Oo., Ltd, of 121—125, Charing Cross Road, W. C., who are the 
patentees of Nernst lamps for the United Kingdom, have carefully 


ABRANGEMENT OF 3-PIN HOLDER. 


investigated such cases,and have found that the two following 
mistakes are very common. First, the voltage of the lamp is not 
matched properly ; the burner voltage plus the resistance voltage 
should be approximately equal to the maximum (not the nominal) 
voltage of the circuit. Secondly, with direct-carrent lamps, espe- 
cially the B type, the polarity is not observed when the lamp is 
fitted in the holder, and what is even worse, the lamp is very often 


taken out of its holder and put back the wrong way, thus causing 
the polarity to be reversed and the filament to break very soon. To 
prevent this the Electrical Co. supplies B type Nerast lampe which 
bave & third bayonet pin in the socket. If the holder is altered, by 
simply punching a third slot (as shown in the illustration), it will 
be impossible to put the lamp back into the holder in the wrong 
way. The polarity when once tested, therefore, cannot be reversed. 
With screw holders the reversing of the polarity is, of course, im- 
possible, and it would be a great advantage if on large installations 
screw holders were used. B type lamps with screw caps can always 


be supplied by the Electrical Co. 


Ferranti-Schiiler Single-Phase Motor.—We recently 
published a description of this motor as designed for working on a 
circuit of frequency 50 cyeles per second. We now learn that 
similar motors are constructed for a frequency of 100 cycles per 
second, on whith they give satisfactory resulte. The accompanying 
curve diagram shows the performance of the motor. It will be 
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STARTING CURVE or SINOLE- PHASE MOTOR. 


seen that the starting torque is double the normal torque, with a 
current about 30 per cent. above the normal full-load current ; but 
the motor will start on the full load with less than the fall-load 
current. These results will be regarded with keen interest; 
the quick success attained is certainly remarkable. 


Condensing Plant.—The Mirrlees Watson Co., Ltd., 
of Scotland Street, Glasgow, have during the past few months 
booked the following orders for condensing plant :— 

Yorkshire Power Scheme (per Baboock & Wilcox), 8 sets; Lancashire Power 
Scheme (ditto), 4 sets; Tokio Railways (per Dick, Kerr & Co.), 2 sets; Watson’s 
Paper Mills (per Willans & Robinson); Wouldham Cement Co., 2 sets; Govan 
Corporation, 8 sets; Metropolitan Tramways (per Brush Co.), 5 rete: Clyde 
Valley Power Co. (per ү сиппоше Co.), 2 sets; Hon 1 Brush Co.). 
2 sets ; Bromley (per Edmundson’s Corporation); Bradford Corporation (per J. 
Musgrave & Sons); Isle of Man (per Babcock & Wilcox); British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Rugby, &c. А 

The condensing plant orders booked during the current year аге 
to deal with over 1 million lbs. of steam, or say, 65,000 H.P., and the 
average H.P. dealt with per set is rather over 1,600 H.P. 


Wrinkles in Arc Lighting.— We have often thought 
that the study of manufacturers’ catalogues ought always to form 
part of the curriculum of an engineering student; and, indeed, 
very often much technical information can be gained in this way by 
engineers who are no longer in that category, though no wide- 
awake engineer ever leaves off learning. We are reminded of this 
idea by the perueal of the catalogue of the Gilbert Arc Lamp Co., 
of Chingford, which appears to have been arranged not merely with 
a view to conveying information regarding the company's produc- 
tions, but also to impart a number of useful hints to users of arc 
lamps. For example, it is pointed out tbat the use of large globes 
should be avoided, as they possess no advantage over small ones, 
while the latter are cheaper and occupy less space for storage. 
Moreover, the small ones present & more attractive 5 when 
illuminated. Another note deals with the doors in lamp columns; 
why should these be cramped in height? There is no objection to 
making them 2 ft. long, giving free access to the interior; at the 
same time, they should be placed sideways, instead of opening on 
the pavement or the roadway. Refsrring to resistances, the com- 
pilers draw attention to the absurdly low temperature rises often 
stipulated for. The ultimate purpose of all heavy resistance coils 
is to degrade electrical energy into the form of heat, and the heat 
must be dissipated, an operation most readily accomplished with a 
high difference of temperatures. Otherwise large and costly frames 
are necessary, and the use of the special high resistance alloys 
which have been invented becomes an absurdity, for the wires have 
to be made of large cross-section to keep down the resistance per 
unit of length. Many other points are touched upon, but as those 
who are interested can readily obtain the original catalogue, we 
need not quote them further here. 


Catalogues and Lists,—Pamphlet No. 159, issued by 
the British Тномвом-Носзтох Co., describes their DA-type 
contiouous-current generators. 

М юѕввв. SANDERS, BEHDERS & Co., of 108, Fenchurch Street, E. C., 
have brought out a new edition of their pamphlet relating to their 
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patent automatic CO, recorder Ados." This apparatus, which was 
referred to in ourcolumns just over a year ago at the time of the 
publication of the first edition, has during the past 12 months been 
finding considerable favour among central electricity station and 
other large works, as a useful method of checking combustion in 
boiler furnaces, and so cconomising in the ccal bill. Several works 
have installed as many as five and six recorders. 

Messrs. BrEMENS Bros. & Co., Lro., in their price list No. 5 just 
issued, give some large illustrations showing clearly tbe principle 
and construction of their electrical pyrometers. Tables of resistances 
and temperatures (Fahrenheit and Centigrade scales respectively) 
are given for use with these pyrometers. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., has lately brought out several 
new pamphlets. One relates to electric radiators of various designs 
for domestic, ship, laundry and other uses. Another gives many 
pictures and prices of Nernst lamps for indoor and outdoor light- 
ing, with some street and shop-window fittings which have been 
designed to take them. А third list gives details of the “Omega” 
flexible electric lighting cords. 

Messrs. OHARUES WINN & Co., of Birmingham, have issued 
Bection D (the third edition) of their catalogue of boiler mountings 
and engine fittings. Some 60 pages contain some fine illustrations 
of the works and of the variety of stop and safety and blow off 
valves, water gauge and other fittings in which the firm has long 
specialised. 

We have received a well got up and very distinct map of the 
Bristol Tramways and Carriage Co.'s system, which should prove 
useful to visitors, &c., in Bristol. 

A neat little brochure issued by Mrssrs. J. SUNDERLAND & Co., 
of Halifax, gives illustrations of a number of private residences into 
which they have put electric lighting and heating installations. 

An interesting illustrated catalogue has come to hand from the 
CoorER-HEswiTT ELECTRICO Co., of New York, relating to the 
Hewitt mercury vapour lamp. Some photographs show the appli- 
cation of the lamp for lighting business offices, drawing offices, 
and machine shops, and a number of types for printing and photo- 
engraving departments, studios and other premises where excellent 
lighting effect is required. 

The WrsTMINSTER ENGINEERING Co., Lrp., of Willesden 
Junction, has brought out two new price lista, (1) devoted to semi- 
enclosed multipolar dynamos, and (2) detailing enclosed and semi- 
eaclosed continuous-carrent motors. Tables giving weights and 
dimensions appear. 

Мв. G. Ввлсі1к, of Upper Thames Street, E.O., has just placed 
before the trade a new illustrated catalcgue and price list of his 
“ Braulik-Phillips " incandescent electric lamps, showing many 
types and shapes, including fancy retlector, tubular, tramway, and 
candle-flame lamps. He has also issued a trade list of the Luna 
Nernst lamp. 


Belliss Engine Contracts.—The following are amongst 
the engine contracts lately booked by Messrs. Bellies & Morcom, 
Ltd., of Birmingham :—For Reigate, by the General Electric Co, 
Witton, one engine for coupling direct to a General Electric single- 
pbase alternator; for Dewsbury, by Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., 
Ltd., one 500-H. P. engine for coupling direct to a Siemens generator; 
for North Riding Asylum, York, by Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd, 
one engine for direct coupling to a Crompton multipolar dynamo ; 
for Gravesend, by the British Westinghouse Co., one engine for 
direct coupling to a Westinghouse generator. 


Cox v. Edwards.—At the Chertsey County Court on 
Thursday last week, before the Hon. Arthur Russell, an electrical 
engineer and engine driver named Cox, residing at Hersham, sought 
to recover from Mr. Herbert Edwards £250 damages for iojuries 
sustained while in his service. The plaintiff was employed to lcok 
after the engine and the ele:tric light machinery at defendant's 
‘house, and while so engaged the driving belt flew off the wheel and 
knocked him down, destroying the sight of one eye. There 
were no guard rails or flange to the pulley of the dynamc, 
There was a flange on one side of the dynamo pulley, but not on the 
outside. After a lengthy legal argument, his Honour said he bad 
come to the conclusion that the plaintiff was a domestic servant, 
and could only claim a minimum of £50. He held that he could 
not claim under the Employers’ Liability Act. The defendant said 
he had had the machinery put up by a competent firm, and had no 
idea that it was dangerous. He denied that the defendant had 
ever.drawn his attention to the necessity of guards being provided 
to protect the pulleys, His Honour said that the case against the 
defendant rested solely on the statement that his attention had 
been called to the dangerous state of the belt. He could see no 
evidence whatever that the defendant had failed to carry out his 
duty as a master to a servant, and he had employed a competent 
firm to put up the machinery. He gave judgment for the 
defendant, 


Willesden Electric Lighting.— In our article on the 
arc lighting in North-west London and Willesden last week, no 
mention was made of the makers of the arc-lamp columns, which 
are, as would be gathered from the photograph, of very graceful 
design, unlike во many of the columns to be seen in London. They 
were made by Mesera. Rowland Carr & Co., of 6 and 8, Lime Street 
Square, London, E.C. 


German Imports of Electrical Machinery.—There 
has been a large decline so far for this year in the importation of 
foreign electrical machinery into Germany, the ie:urns for the 
eight months ending with August last showing a total cf only 
524 tons, a8 compared with 981 tons in the corresponding eight 
months of 1902. 


Reavell & Co., Ltd.—The London Electric Supply{Cor- 
poration has placed an order for two 40-B.H.P. compound engines, 
to be used for fan driving, with Mesers. Reavell & Co., Ltd., 
Ipswich. This firm have also obtained further orders for their well- 
known electrically-driven compressors, the latest order being for a 
400-c.f. machine for Messrs. Vickers, Sons & Maxim's gun-mounting 
works. The demand for the small electrically-driven compressors 
for cleaning p in electricity stations continues, and among 
the latest orders which Messrs. Reavell & Co. have received are :— 
One compressor for the Gravesend Corporation, the order being 
received from the British Westinghouse Co. and an order 
for the Cardiff Corporation, this being placed through Messrs. 
Bruce Peebles & Co. Mr. Metzger recently placed an order for a 
second machine for sub-station work in Manchester, and the firm 
have also received an order for one of their quadruplex compressors 
from Mr. Dickinson, of the Leeds Corporation. 


The Farrell Patent Glow Lamp.—Some time ago 
we mentioned that we purposed carrying out a test on this lamp, 
which, it is claimed, gives out twice as much candle-power in the 
direction of its axis as in the direction at right angles to the axis. 
We have now made these teste, with the following results :— 


C.P. at Current, Watts per 
Lamp. Mark. Direction. 100 volts. amperes. candle. 
Axial 213 . 422 1°98 
Nod 150 7 | 45° to axis 130 492 3:25 
Radial 10:4 422 4:05 
Axial 217 455 210 
No. 2 30 551 | 45° toaxis 173 455 2:63 
Radial 13:6 455 2334 


We may remark that the lamps have not been subjected to a life 
test, and, therefore, it is impossible to say whether the high candles 
per watt efficiencies in the direction of the axis are due to over- 
running or not; but the one special feature claimed for these lamps 
—the concentration of the light generally in the direction of the 
tip—is certainly substantiated by the teste. We are pleased to note 
that no exaggerated claims of increased spherical or hemispherical 
candle-power have been put forward by the inventors; confining 
themselves to legitimate claims, they may rely upon the approval 
and sapport of the technical Press. Obviously the practical effect 
of the improvement is to increase the effective illumination obtained 
from a given power expended, and this is an important considera- 
tion to the consumer. 


Trade Announcements,—The St. Helens Cable Co., 
Ltd., have appointed Mr. James C. Boyd, of 33, Elm Park Avenue, 
Ranelagh, Dublin, as their representative for cables in Ireland. 

Messrs. A. Rosenberg & Co. have purchased the business, including 
plant, stock and goodwill, of Mr. J. T. Mill, of 48, Myddleton Street, 
E.C., telegraph engineer, contractor, &c. Messrs. Rosenberg have 
transferred the plant and stock to their address at 21, Southampton 
Row, Holborn, W.C., where all inquiries should be addressed. 

Owing to the name of the National Electrical Co., 32, Bachelor's 
Walk, Dublin, having been mistaken for that of another company of 
similar style, and on account of the consequent interference with 
business, the name was changed as from November 10th, 1903, to 
" Glenny & Co." The management of the business and the address 
of the company continue as before. 

On and after November 16th, 1903, the registered address of the 
Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd., the Telephone Co. of 
Egypt, Ltd., and the China and Japan Telephone and Electric 
Co., no wil be Alderman’s House, Alderman's Walk, Bishops- 
gate, E.C. 

The business of Mr. W. Pretty, electrical engineer, of the 
Osmondeston Works, Scole, Norfolk, has been taken over by a 
limited liability company under the style of W. Pretty & Co., Ltd. 


Books Received. — “А Text-Book of Electrical 
Machinery.” Vol. I By H. J. Ryan, H. H. Norris and G. L. 
Hoxie, London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd. 

"Liquid Fuel and its Combustion,” by W. Н. Booth. Weat- 
minster: Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd. 24s. net. 

“Elementary Treatise on Hoisting Machinery,” by Joseph 
Horner. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. 7s. 6d. net. 

“Telephony.” (In six parts: Vol. IV.) By Arthur V. Abbott. 
New York: McGraw Publishing Co. 1903. $1.50 each. 

* Theorie und Anwendung des Elektrischen Bogenlichtes," by H. 
Birrenbach. Hanover: Gebrüder Jüaecke. M. 9. 

“ Practical Engineer Pocket Book, 1904," and Practical Engineer 
Electrical Pocket Book and Diary, 1904." Manchester: The 
Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. 1s. and 18. 6d. each, net. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—A petition for wind- 
ing-up the Electrical Publishing Co, Ltd., has been presented to 
tne Court by Thos. W. Sheffield, an electrical engineer, of Man“ 
chester, and it is to be heard in London on November 24th. 

Messrs. W. T. Drabble and S. and T. Carter (Drabble, Carter & Co, 
electrical engineers, West Street, Leeds), have dissolved partner- 
ship. The business will be carried on by Mr. Drabble, and he will 
attend to debts. 


For Sale.— Messrs. Terson & Son will, on November 
24th— 26th, offer à stock of electric lighting plant and machinery 
for sale at Dover, See our advertisements to-day for some 
particulars. 

Mesers. S. M. Wilkinson & Co. will, on November 24th, offer for 
sale by auction the electrical plant, machinery, &c., at the works of 
the Marquand Accumulator Co., Cardiff. Particulars are given 
among our advertisements tc-day. 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Barcelona,—A company has recently been formed, with 


 &capital of 12 million pesetas, to erect a hydro-electric plant for 
supplying energy to the town. 


Bath.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to the B. of Т. 
for a prov. order for the supply of electricity in the district. 


Batley.—The Local Government Board has held an 
inquiry into an application of the Corporation for power to borrow 
£5,000 for electric lighting purposes. The present loan is required 
{от the purpose of extending the cables, &c., to various outlying 
portions of the borough. There was no opposition. 


 Belgium.—A large electric power transmission plant has 
just been completed at the iron works of Messrs. Demerbe & Co., at 
Jemeppes. 

The Government and the Commune have agreed to light the 
Royal domain and park at Laeken by electricity. 

The Municipal Council of Assche has decided to construct an 
electric power statíon for the lighting of the Commune. 


Bognor.—The U.D.C. bas received a letter from the 
National Provincial Electricity Corporation seeking eupport to its 
application for a prov. order for electric lighting. It was decided 
to reply that the Council was already entering into an agreement 
for the supply of electricity under its own order, and that under the 
circumstances it was not prepared to enter into any further 
negotiations. 


Brixham.—The U.D.C. has received an estimate of the 
cost of distributing electricity over a nine-mile area, With the 
station and plant the expenditure came to £13,540, the cost of 
generation, payment of interest, &c., was placed at £1,248 ; the sale 
of 45,000 units at 54d., at £1,080, leaving a deficit of £218. The 
Council decided to engage an engineer to prepare plans. 


Brynmawr.—The D.C. has appointed Messrs. Copeland 
and Cording, Newport, as consulting engineers, to consider ascheme 
for the lighting of the town by electricity. 


Caerphilly.—It was proposed to defer the E.L. scheme 
for a year on the recommendation of the consulting engineer, but 
after discussion, a motion to canvass the area and proceed with the 
scheme in the event of applications being received for 1,000 lights, 
was carried by the chairman's casting vote. 


Caterham.—The В. of T. has forwarded to the U. D. C. 
its approval of the system of electricity supply adopted. 


Chippenham.—The T.C. has decided to apply for a prov. 
order to enable the Corporation to supply electricity within the 
town and the parishes of Chippenham Without, Langley Burrell 
Without, and Hardenhaish, and to carry out wiring and supply 
fittings. As the ares includes portions of the Rural District the 
ag:ent of the R.D.C. has been sought and obtained. 


Clacton-on-Sea,—The L. G. B. has sanctioned the raising 
of a loan of £15,225 for electric lighting purposes, and the U.D.O. 
has decided to apply to the B. of T. for an extension of time in 
which to carry out its order. 


Clyde Valley Electric Supply Co.— The progress of the 
power station at Motherwell will be considerably delayed by the 
accident which occurred at Motherwell on the 29th ult, when 
the mot of the steel superstructure was blown down during 
a gale. 


Dartford.—The Committee of the St. Vincent’s In- 
dustrial School has decided to have the electric light installed, with 
160 lamps. The U. D. C will extend the mains to the school at a 
cost of E230. ` 


Dereliam.—The Council has decided not to support the 
proposal of the Southern District Electric Lighting Corporation for 
establishing an electrical installation in the town. 


Ealing.—The Town Conncil has applied to the Local 
Government Board for sanction to a loan of £25,000 for electric 
lightiag purposes. £10,286 of this sum is required for plant exten- 
sions, including new boiler, cooling tower, pumps, pipework, and 
water-softening plant, and the necessary buildings for them, and 
£6,076 for main extensions. 


Eastbourne.—An electrical exhibition is being arranged 
by the Corporation to be held from Decamber 2nd to 6th. Firms 
desirous of exhibiting will find a notice respecting the matter in 
our advertisement pages to-day. 


East Molesey.—Before consenting to the application of 
Е imundeon’s Corporation for a prov. order, the U. D.C. will 
ascertain how neighbouring authorities аге being dealt with as 
to teras. 


Edmonton.—The D.C. is considering proposals for the 
working of its prov. order from Messrs. Suter & Co., the Sir Hiram 
Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co., the Industrial Engineering 
Co, апа the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co. The 
engiueer bas been instructed to ask the B. of T. for an extension of 
time for the laying of mains in the Council's area, 


Eton.—The R.D.C. has given consent to the application 
of Maidenhead T.C. for a prov. order to supply electricity to Taplow 
and Burnham. Energy will be supplied at 63d. per unit for light- 
ing, and 444. for motive purposes. : 


Farnham.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to the 
B. of T. for an extension of the prov. order for another year. A 
ptivate company has given notice of its intention to apply for an 
order for the district. | 


France.—An electric power station to contain 60,000 H.P. 
is being built on the banks of the Seine. Brown-Boveri-Paraons 
turbo-generators of 7,500—9,000 н.р. will be put down. 

The execution of the first part of this installation, that is, of four 
turbo-generators of about 30,000 mP., will be carried out by the 
Electro-Mé-anique Co. 

Sr. Gopart (Lorrs).—A hydro-electric power station is to be 
constructed on tbe Loire neat the Vourdiat Bridge. Energy will 
be transmitted to St. Jodard, Neulise, St. Just-la-Pendue, Pinay, 
Balbigny, Nervieux, Néronde and Bussières. 


Germany.—During 1902 the power stations of Berlin 
supplied 1024 million xw.-hours, or 6 millions more than in 1901. 
41 million kw.-hours were consumed by the tramways; industrial 
establishments took nearly 25 millions ; private lighting, 13,750,000. 
These figures are exclusive of the output of the railway power 
stations, &. 


Glastonbury.—The Corporation is applying for a prov. 
order for electric lighting in the district. 


Hanwell.—The I. D. C. is applying for a prov. order, 
for electric lighting in its area. ` 


Horwich.—The U.D.C. has appointed a deputation to 
wait upon the Boltoa T.O. with regard to a supply of electricity. 
Bolton cannot supply Horwich until powers are obtained, and the 
Corporation suggests that the U.D.O. should apply for a prov. order, 
and transfer it to the T.C. on terms to be arranged. 


Hull.— The local ratepayers’ associations have resolved to 
send a deputation to the Electric Lighting Committee, to induce the 
latter to reduce the cost of energy, and to encourage the use of 
energy daring the day by hiring out motors to small users, 


Italy.—It is proposed to put down a plant to utilise 
the water-power of the River San Rocco at Firemallo (Modena) in 
the generation of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes. 


Leicester.—A short circuit occurred at the electricity 
works on the evening of 24th ult., which had the effect of throwing 
the theatres and a considerable number of shops into darkness. 


Lincoln,—The T.C. has decided to apply for a loan of 
£11,500 for extensions at the electricity works in connection with 
the electrification of the tramways. The amount is made up as 
follows: — Boiler, £900; additions to steam range, £150; 350-н.р. 
steam dynamo, £3,000; switchboard additions and connections, 
£120; over-compounding four dynamos and spare armature for 
50-Kw. machine, £335; traction switchboard £550; platform for 
ditto, £100; connecting-up switchboard, &c., £120; feeder cable 
extensions, £1,590 ; distributor extension, £3 225; services extension 
(250 consumers), metere, fuse boxes, &c., £1,500. 


Market Harborough.—The U.D.C. has decided, with a 
view of adopting an electric lighting scheme, to inquire into 
installations at towns similar in size to Market Harborough, and to 
obtain expert advice. 


Marlow.—Mr. E. Ernest Smith, of 66, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, has approached the U.D.O. relative to the formation 
of a local company which will apply for a prov. order for electric 
lighting. His clients will find the capital, but local residents will 
have an opportunity of taking shares. The charges for energy will 
be 4d. per unit to the Council for lighting, and 24d. for power ; with 
6d. and 3d. to private consumers, or an alternative scale of 7d. for 
the first 10 hours per quarter of mazimum demand, and 3d. after to 
the Council for lighting, and 43. and 2d. for power, and 7d. and 4d. 
and 4d. and 24d. to ordinary consumers. A committee has been 
formed to consider the matter, . 


Nottingham.—The report of Mr. Mark Mellers, one of 
the Nottingham City auditors upon the city accountsifor the half-year 
ended March 31st, states that the acc unts of the electricity depart- 
ment were well kept. The cost of the oppositioa to the General 
Power Distribution Co.'s Bill amounted to £2,092 5s. 8d., which is 
charged upon the net revenue account, as well as £979 10s. 4d. pro- 
portion of expenses of issue of consolidated stock. After deducting 
£62 153. 1d. for bad debts, there was a balance on revenue account 
of £31,695 143. 7d., as against £26,840 Зз. 6d. last year, out of which 
£6,000 was contributed to the relief of the general district rate, 
aud £2,878 11s. 114. transferred to the reserve fund. The balance 
sheet, which showed an expenditura of £408,031 16s. 8d., closed 
with an overdraft at the bankers of £45,527 123. 84. The electric 
tramway accounts were їп admirable order. The revenue account 
showed a balance of £54,349 19s. 4d, from which £18,000 was 
contributed in aid of the general district rate, and £12,984 3s. 10d. 
to the reserve fund. The balance-sheet showed a gross expenditure 
of £555,315 0a. 11d., closing with a bank overdraft of £145,430 9s. 9d., 
and involving an abnormal charge for interest. The unusually 
large overdrafts on bankers required the careful attention of the 


Council, 
(Continued on page 787.) 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS OF 
THE METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
СО?В INSTALLATIONS. | 


IT is some time sirce we last put on record details of the 
new works laid di wn by tke Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Co, Ltd. (in February, March and April, 1900); since 
that date great progress has been made both in the generating 


supply of direct current to the consumere, We propose to 
give some particulars and illustrations of these important 
extensions, which we have recently been enabled to inspect 
by the courtesy of Mr. J. S. Highfield, chief engineer to 
the company. We may remark by way of preface that the 
undertaking is now by far the largest of those supplying 
electricity in the metropolis, with the sole exception of the 
City of London Electric Lighting Co.; these two great con- 


SoLzrn-KoLR ZN 3, 50C-Kw. STEAM ALTERNATOR. 


station at Willesden, and in the sub-stations. In the former, 
two 1,500-kw. Westinghouse sets, similar to those described 
in our articles, have been added, and two large Sulzer-Kolben 
sets of 3.000 Kw. each, with the corresponding boilers and 
other accessory plant. In the latter, a large number of trans- 
formers and motor-generators have been installed for the 


cerns have always ran a close race for the first place in this 

respect, and in point of fact, while the City Co. has the 

larger maximum demand, ће “ Met," has a larger equiva- 

lent lamp connection, and a greater generating capacity, the 

total output of its various stations being rated at nearly 

23,000 kw. Were these two undertakings combined, they 
F 
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would «xoeed in importance any other in the United 
Kingdom. 

The most interesting additions to the plant at Willesden 
are, of course, the new generating sets. These are shown in 
the accompanying illustrations, one of which, teken from 
the travelling crane, at the tame time forms a bird's-eye 
view of the whole of the existing bay, containing five 1,500- 
KW. and two 8,000-Kw. generating sets, or 13,500 Kw. in 
all, with a maximum of nearly 17,000 xw. The station 
as originally designed was deficient in height for the 
accommodation of the new sets, and consequently, in order to 
enable the crane to travel over them, it became necessary to 
lower the engine-room floor 10 ft., the foundations going 
down 21 ft. lower still, and the adjoining walls had to. be 
underpinned. The excavations involved the removal of 
8,400 tons of clay, while 4,000 tons of concrete were used 
for the underpinning and fonndations, with 70,000 bricks. 


condensing or non-condensing, at a speed of 75 revolutions 
per minute. | 

The bedplate is in three parts, weighing in all 77 tons, 
and bolted together үе Кш flanges, Heavy cast-iron 
standards, together with steel columns in front, support the 
cylinders, the former also carrying the crosshead guides, and 
galleries are provided round the whole at three levels. The 
columns are let into the bed-plate for a depth of 5 ft., and 
are stiffly braced together and to the back standards at the 
middle of their height. The total weight of either of the 
cylinders, complete, is nearly 25 tons, and the magnet wheel, 
which is carried at one end of the engine on an extension of 
the crankshaft, weighs 97 tons, giving a cyclic irregularity, 
as measured at full load, of 1 in 320. The whole set weighs 
in all 585 tons. 

The crankshaft is built up of four sections, three of which 
form the cranks, while the fourth carriesthe magnet wheel ; the 


VIEW OF 3,500-kw. Ков5м Two- ask \LTERNATOR AND EXCITER. 


The whole of this work was carried out by the staff of the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., under Mr. F. A. Knight, 
then resident engineer at Willesden, and to the designs and 
specifications of Mr. R. R. Todd, late chief engineer to the 
company. 

The contractors for the new generating sets were Messrs. 
Witting, Eborall & Co, Ltd., of Lordon. The engines 
were supplied by Messrs. Sulzer Bros, of Winterthur, and 
the generators by Messrs. Kolben & Co., of Prague, as sub- 
contractors ; they are rated at 3,000 Kw, each, with an over- 
load capacity of 25 per cent. 

The engines are of the vertical compound condensing 
type, to suit the boiler pressure available at Willesden, viz., 
160 lbs. per sq. in.; there are two low-pressure cylinders, 
with one high-pressure cylinder between them, and these 
operate on three cranks at angles of 120°. The cylinders are 50 
and 71 in. in diameter, and the stroke is 51] in.; the engines 
are designed to give their full output with saturated steam 
supplied to the stop-valves at 150 lbs. per sq. in., and either 


sections are supported in two bearings each, and are joined 
together by flanged couplings. The shaft is of Krupp's open- 
hearth steel, and is pierced Бу а 4-in. hole throughout; the 
limensions in the bearings increase from 17°8 to 25 in. 
diameter, and in the crank pins from 19°75 to 23°6 in., 
while in the hub of the fly-wheel the diameter is 
31:5 in. The outer end of the shaft is carried in a self- 
aligning bearing on a separate sole-plate, adjustable in 
height; the diameter of the journal is here 21˙6 in. The 
brasses are lined with white metal, and can be removed 
without raising the shaft. 

The cylinders are fitted with liners of specially hard cast- 
iron, and are steam jacketed, heavily lagged, and covered 
with planished steel sheeting. The valves are carried in the 
cylinder heads, so that the cylinder castings are simple and 
are at liberty to expand uniformly when heated. 

The pistons are fitted with cast-iron packing rings, and 
have detachable tail rods, 7 in. in diameter. The piston rods 
themselves are 9:ір. in diameter, with the crossheads forged 
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on the lower ends—hence the necessity of the tail rods being 
detachable, to allow the piston rods to be withdrawn 
downwards. 

The valve-gear is of Messrs. Sulzer Bros.’ latest four- 
rested drop-valve type, giving large port area with small 
clearances ; the valves are ground into their seats, and 
these into the cylinder heade. The gear is operated from a 
horizontal shaft, which is driven by a vertical shaft, and the 
latter by the main shaft, through machine-cut bronze and 
steel spiral gear-wheels ; the latter, as well as the horizontal 
shaft, run in oil-baths, All the valves, except the high- 
pressure admission valves, are operated by eccentrics through 
rolling levers, which give a slow and powerful opening, 
followed by a quick motion to full passage, and a gentle 
return of the valve to ite seat. | 

The high-pressure admission valves are operated by trip 
gear controlled by the governor, which is mounted upon the 
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From these figures it will be seen that the maximum 
economy is obtained at a middle load. The consumption 
expected with steam superheated by 65° C. is about 14 Ibs. 
less in each case. At present the steam is superheated to an 
extent sufficient to ensure the supply of dry steam to the high 
pressure cylinder. 

Live steam can be admitted to the low pressure cylinders 
to assist in carrying heavy overloads with low steam pres- 
sure, or when non-condensing; but the engines can easily 
carry an overload of 25 per cent. under normal con litions 
without this aid. | | | 


». 


~ > 6 ч ` 
/ SP S No 
* т" Za м 


———— Ä эму,” w - 
е-е —  —S 
" = өте ore 


E M 
S 
A 
T 


" 
I" 


View or Exaing Коом FBOM TRAVELLER. 


vertical shaft, Letween the: limits of cut-off from 0 to 55 per 
cent. The maximum variation of speed between no load and 
full load is lees than 5 per cent. The speed can be varied 
by hand while the engine is running, through a range of 5 
per cent. up or down. An emergency governor is also pro- 
vided, which closes the stop valve and destroys the vacuum 
on the attainment of a speed 20 per cent. in excess of the 
normal. | | 
' Continuous lubrication is provided to all parta by a gravi- 
tation system, the oil being automatically pumped from a 
tank to & reservoir on the top of the engine, whence it is 
distributed to the working parts ; after use it is collected in 
the bed-plate and is returned through filters tothesuction tank. 
Duplicate circulating pumps are provided for this purpose. 
The engines are guaranteed to give the following results, 
with dry saturated steam at a pressure of 150 lbs. per aq. in. 


and a vacuum of 24 inches :— 


^ 


A steam barring engine, with automatic disengaging gear, 
is provided for each generating set. 

It is interesting to observe that each engine was erected 
complete in every respect at the makers’ works, and the 
valve gear tested under steam, before shipment. 

Separate condensing sets are provided, made by Messrs. 
W. H. Allen, Son & Co., of Bedford. Each of these 
consists of a surface condenser having a cooling surface of 
11,000 sq. ft., and capable of condensing 90.000 Ibs. of 
steam per hour, together with a three-throw Edwards air 
pump and a force pump, driven by steam, and two 
15-in. centrifugal circulating pumpe, driven by two-phase 
motors of 120 B. H. ., supplied by Messrs. Witting, Eborall 
and Co. A Holden & Brooke oil separator and grease extractor 
is fitted on each exhaust pipe, and a Marchant automatic 
exhaust valve. The circulating water is derived from and 
returned to the main system supplying the engine room, 
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which includes pipes 30 in. in diameter leading from the 
engine room to the cooling towers, and laid by the supply 
company. Two new cooling towers have been erected, each 
123 ft. x 31 ft. in ground plan, and 75 ft. Ligh, by Messrs. 
Donat & Co. Each of these is capable of cooling 236,250 
gallons of water per hour from 150° to 80? F. The towers 
are made entirely of wood. The hot water enters them at a 
height of 26 ft. from the ground level. 

The alternate current generators are of the two-phase type, 
with revolving fields, and are rated at 3,500 Kw. each at 
10,500 volts, 60 cycles per second. The generators were 
also specified to give 3,000 Kw. each, at any voltage between 
10,000 ard 11,500 volta. They were guaranteed to give 
3,000 Kw. upon a non-inductive load at 11,000 volts, 
fori'24 hours, with a temperature rise not exceeding 
70%. Е. ; actually, however, the temperature rise. on 


core, , applied for 20 minutes in each case. The madhe 
are designed for continuous running night and day. 

The cast-iron frame of the stationary armature is built up 
of four sections, bolted together and farther secured by 
wrought-iron rings shrunk on, no auxiliary stiffening devices 
being required. The frame is supported at its lowest point 
in the pit, and is adjustable in all directions for centring ; 
it can also be moved bodily clear of the magnet wheel by 
screw gear. The armature core is built up of soft sheet-steel 
Jaminations, 20 mile in thickness, insnlated by paper and 
dove-tailed to the frame, Open slots are used, in which the 
winding, consistiog of 10 heavily insulated copper bars 
enclosed in a micanite tube, is secured with boxwood wedges. 
The coils are former wound in the tubes, and can be removed 
en bloc, the operation of replacing a pair of coils being com- 
pletely accomplished within four hours. There are three 
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INTERIOR OF SUB-STATION AT AMBERLEY RoaD: BERRY TRANSFORMERS OF 2,100-KW, 


trial: did not exceed 45° F. under these conditions. 
The ‘overload capacity was to be 25 per cent. for four 
houre,! giving 3,750 kw., on a . non-inductive load; 
thanks: to the low temperature rise, this is easily fulfilled, 
and the. pressure drop at constant speed and excitation does 
not ' exceed 8 per cent. between no load and overload, while 
under normal conditions of load the drop is less than 61 per 
cent. © By calculation, the pressure drop with a power factor 
of 85, per cent. is found to be less than 18 per cent. Had 
not the overall diameter of the machines been limited by the 
dimensions of the railway tunnels to a maximum of 30 ft., 

even these good results could have been improved. When 
the generator is running at full load on a non-inductive 
load, and one phase is switched out, the pressure on the 
other phase does not, increase more than 5 per cent., and the 
power required for excitation at full load is less than 1 per 
cent. The efficiency on non-inductive loads, including 
excitation and air friction, is at full load 96 per cent., at 
4 load, 95, and at 4 load 93 per cent. 

- «The winding of each armature passed a test for insulation 
of 30,000 volta A.c. between the two phases, and 20,000 
volts A. C. between either phase and the earthed armature 


slots per bale per phase, although the winding i is two-phase. 
The fly-wheel is entirely of steel, in four sections, with 
12 pairs of radial arms, and is held together on the boss 
by bolts and shrinking rings ; the boss is similarly built up, 
and is keyed on the shaft. 
The wheel carries 96 poles of soft cast-steel, of elliptical 
section, with laminated pole shoes ; the cores are dovetailed 


into the periphery of the wheel, and are bolted in place. 


The poles can be slipped out sideways, complete with the 
windings. The latter are of copper strip wound on edge 
and insulated with parchment paper. The winding is preased 


upon the insulated core by hydraulic power, and secured by 


the pole shoes and gun-metal cheeks. 

The slip rings are of phosphor bronze, carried on a cast- 
iron spider, all these being in halves for convenience in 
replacement. The insulation consists of micanite and 
ebonite. The brushes are of carbon. 

Each alternator carries its exciter on an extension of the 
main shaft; this machine is а 12-pole dynamo with gast- 
steel frame and slotted drum armature, giving 250 amperes 
at 150 volta. | 

The following are additional data of interest :— Bore of 
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armature соге, 300 in.; diameter over field poles, 299-27 in.; 
air-gap, 0:315 in.; grees width of armature core, 29:1 in.; 
net width, 21:5 in.; depth of core, 7:2 in.; number of 
slots, 576 ; dimensions, 2:19 x 0°69 in.; conductors per 
slot, five in series (two in parallel) ; section of pole cores, 80:5 
sq. in.; dimensions of pole shoes, 29:1 x 6°55 in.; turns 
per pole, 33. 

The machines were supplied under stringent conditions as 
to their satisfactory performance; fines of £50 per day for 
late delivery, £325 per lb. of steam per kilowatt-hour in 
excess of the guaranteed values, and £200 per degree F. of 
excess temperature rise, were specified, and a heavy cash 
deposit was required to cover.the satisfactory performance of 
the plant. The last-mentioned stipulation referred mainly 
to parallel running, it being well known that the Metro- 
politan Co. experienced considerable difficulties in this 
respect with the plant previously installed. It is satisfactory 
tostate, however, that no such difficulty has been met with 
in connection with the new plant, which runs perfectly in 
parallel with the Westinghouse steam alternators through the 
step-up transformers connected with the latter. 

The switch-gear supplied for the control of the new 
generators was made by Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., and consists 
of one section for each generator, and an intermediate 
section comprising an interconnector panel and apparatus 
for controlling the main cables ; the usual exciter switchgear 
and rheostats, synchronising gear (including an Everett- 
Edgcumbe dial phase indicator) and instruments are pro- 
vided. The main switches are of the latest multiple oil- 
break type, in cast-iron tanks, and the main fuses are also 
of the multiple oil-break type, the fuse being 2 in. in length, 
and the terminals being separated by 24 in. of oil when the 
fuse melts. Indicating and integrating wattmeters are 
provided. As the switchgear has not yet received its 
permanent disposition, we have not included it amongst 
our views. . 

The high-pressure mains leaving the board were laid by 
the Supply Co., in iron troughing, under the engine room to 
the transformer house, where they join the 10,000-volt 
bus-bars. 

Six dry-back boilers, by Messrs. J. Fraser & Son, of 
Millwall, and four Babcock & Wilcox boilers, with super- 
heaters and chain-grate stokers, have been installed in 
connection with the new plant; each of these is rated at 
10,000 lbs. of water evaporated per hour, but can evaporate 
15,000 lbs. with ease. Additional boilers of Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox's make are now being installed. 

Considerable extensions have been carried out in the 
transformer house, corresponding with the additions to the 
500-volt Westinghouse generating plant ; the arrangements 
are similar to those of the original installation, described in 
our issues of March 23rd and April 6th, 1900. New mains 
have also been laid along the Harrow Road, thus providing 
a totally independent and alternative route, in addition to the 
five mains of 0°2516 вд. in. cross-section laid along the bank 
of the canal. The new mains are three in number, each 
0:5 sq. in. in cross-section— a very large size for 10,000-volt 
mains ; they are laid in conduite, which provide ducts for two 
additional maine. These mains have only been in use since 
August last. 

The fourth of our views shows the interior of the trans- 
former sub-station at Amberley Road, adjoining the Man- 
chester Square generating station of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co., and the nearest to Willesden. The 
switch gear and other internal arrangements at this and the 
other sub-stations were described in our issue of April 6th, 
1900, and that description still holds good in the main. 
The three new cables come in at the end of the room shown 
in our view, and end on a switchboard of marble panels, with 
jaw terminals which can be joined by means of coupling 
bars; the whole of this gear is enclosed in a locked com- 
partment with glazed doors. The panel on the left 
hand is connected with the “blue” phase, that on the 
right with the “red,” and the middle panel with the spare 
cable, which can be coupled up to either phase. From the 
ваше switchboard high-pressure feeders also leave the sub- 
station, passing on to other sub-stations, so that the feeders 
are practically looped in at this and most of the other sub- 
stations. 

A similar compartment at the opposite end of the room 
is occupied by the terminal board of the five cables originally 


laid, which aleo are continued to the other stations, with 
reduced cross-section. The pilot glow lamps and voltmeters 
seen outside the compartment are always in action whenever 
the corresponding cables are alive, although, contrary perhaps 
to anticipation, the filaments do not give blue and red light ! 
In some cases, however, coloured bulbs or Janterns are used 
which correspond with the names of the phases. 

There are 21 transformers in Amberley Road sub-station, 
all of the Berry type, made by the British Electric Trans- 
former Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of Hayes, Middlesex. Each 
of these is of 100-Kw. output, and is mounted on wheels by 
means of which it can be drawn out of the bank into a con- 
venient position forinspection or repairs. A regulating switch is 
provided on the head of each transformer, whereby the 
pressure on the secondary bus-bars, which work at 1,000 volts, 
can be varied by 120 volts in 12 steps. Intermediate steps 
in connection with a choking coil, seen in front of the 
transformer, are used exactly as in battery switches to 
prevent sparking at the contacts, and a glass cover prevents 
accidental personal contact with the live metal. 

The switch-gear js, for the most part, of the type devised by 
Mr.G. W. Partridge, and largely used in the Metropolitan Co.’s 
stations ; the newer switches, however, have been modified 
by Mr. R. R. Todd, on account of the proximity of the lower 
high-preesure terminal to the cast-iron bracket which carries 
the gear. The new pattern has two blades, neither of which 
at any point approaches the earthed metal work. Like the 
former pattern, this switch is operated by a heavy lever on the 


floor level. 
(To be concluded.) 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


(Continued from page 782.) 


Northumberland.—The work connected with the instal- 
lation of the electric light at the County Asylum, at a cost of 
£8,496 6s. 3d., has been completed. 


Spain.—A central electric lighting station has just been 
completed in the little town of Urdax (province of Navarra). 

Application has been made for a concession to put down a plant 
to utilise the water power of the River Mijares at Montanejos 
(Castellon province) in the generation of electrical energy for 
lighting and power purposes. 


Walthamstow.—The Lighting Committee presented the 
engineer's report on the supply of energy tothe Higham's Park dis- 
trict. About 150 consumers had intimated their desire to be con- 
nected, and in the event of the scheme being decided on it would be 
necessary, in addition to extending the existing low-pressure mains, 
to run special high-tension cables from the works to a convenient 
point in the Higham's Park district, where a sub-station would be 
erected for the purpose of transforming the high-tension alternating 
current, which would be generated at the works, to low-tension 
continuous current, which would feed into the existing cable net- 
work. Having considered the proposal made by the Newton Elec- 
trical Co. to supply motors to be let out for hire in the district on 
the three years' purchase system, the Council to collect and forward 
the purchase-money to the company by quarterly instalments, the 
company to pay 5 per cent. to cover expenses of collection, it was 
recommended that the agreement with the company be approved. 
Consideration of the supply to Higham’s Park was deferred. 


Walton-le-Dale.—The U.D.C. is applying to the B. of T. 
for an electric lighting prov. order. 

West Bromwich.—A loan of £12,217 for further ex- 
tensions of the electricity plant has been applied for by the Т.О. A 
new feeder cable is to be laid for a distance of 1} miles at a cost of 
£1,433. 

Whitby.—The U.D.C. has applied to the L. G. B. for a 
loan of £2,000 for electric lighting purposes. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Adelaide (S.A.).—The time granted to Mr. F. H. Snow 
for carrying out his scheme for converting the city tramways from 
horse to electric traction expires at the end of this year. 
Australasian Hardware and Machinery gays that if Mr. Snow cannot 
carry out the proposal, the various companies will themselves apply 
for powers. 


Audenshaw.—The U.D.C. intends applying to the B. of T. 
for an extension of time in which to construct and complete the 
electric tramways. The extension asked for is six months from 
December 9th next for the commencement, and one year for the 
completion. 
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Derby.—Preparations have been made for the immediate 
commencement of the work incidental to the installation of the 
electric trams in Derby, and a start will be made on those roads 
which will not be affected by the main drainage scheme. The 
Corporation has adopted the overhead trolley system, and the Tram- 
ways Committee has been given authority to proceed with seven 
routes at a cost of about £80,000. The routes to be first dealt with 
are from the London Road to the borough boundary at Alvaston, 
along the Osmaston Road to Cotton Lane, along the Normanton 
Road to the Normanton Hotel; thence to the Cavendish Hotel 
Junction on the Upper Dale Road, and along Burton Road to 
Vicarage Avenue. The contract for the work to be done first is in the 
hands of Messrs. J. G. White & Co., and the cars are being made at 
Loughborough. 


Huddersfield. — The retiring mayor, Alderman F. 
Calvert, in his annual statement, says that the rollirg stock at 
present consists of 70 care, comprising 22 bogie and 48 four-wheeled 
or truck cars. А contract has been entered into for the conversion of 
12 bogie cars into truck cars. The cars have been fitted with the 
Westinghouse- Newell magnetic brake, the value of which bas been 
fully demonetrated on two or tbree occasions, what might otherwise 
have been serious accidente having been averted. All the cars have 
been fitted with the Hudson improved life-guard, the tray type 
having been condemned by the Board of Trade. А cover has been 
fixed over the top-deck of 27 cars. The overhead work carried out 
by Mesers. Macartney, McElroy & Co., Ltd., bas now been taken 
over by the Corporation. The total traffic receipts from November 
lst, 1902, to September 30th, 1903, amount to £55,863 178. 6d., being 
an increase of £9,006 188. 7d. over the corresponding period of last 
year. The number of passengers carried is 10,353,213—an increase 
of 2,927,666 over the corresponding period. 


Liverpool.—The paragraph which appeared in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW a fortnight ago with regard to the attitude 
maintained towards Mr. Thomas Utley by a number of Liverpool 
City Councillors seems to have borne fruit. At a meeting of the 
Liverpool City Council on Tuesday, when the business of appoint- 
ing a Tramways Committee was before the Council, an amendment, 
moved by Mr. Р. McGuffie, that the number of members of the 
Committee be increased to 19, and that Mr. Utley be added to it, 
gave rise to a short but sharp discussion. Finally, the amendment 
was carried by 62 votesto 35. Mr. Utley will accordingly have a 
seat on the Tramways Oommittee. 


Stretford.—The Electricity and Tramways Committee 
have decided to include in their Parliamentary Bill, now in course 
of preparation, powers for the construction of additional tramways 
in Warwick Road, Seymour Grove and Talbot Road. If these are 
carried out, better travelling facilities will be given to the 
populous suburb of Chorlton, and readier access will be gained to 
the Lancashire County Cricket Ground at Old Trafford. 


Swansea,—A meeting of the Corporation Electric Light- 
ing and Tramways Committee was held last week when the scheme 
for the construction of tramways extensions to the outlying districts 
of Morriston, Sketty and Port Tennant was considered. The 
tenders received for construction were opened and considered. They 
numbered 30, and it was agreed to refer them to the sub-committee 
for classification, and tlie selection of three tenderers for further 
consideration. The firms selected will be asked to specify the extra 
charges for laying the electric lighting cables in trenches opened 
to lay the tramway cables if such should be required. 


Torquay. — The Dolter Electric Traction Co. has 
abandoned the negotiations with the T.C. for a system of tramways 
iu the town owing to the "impossible conditions” imposed by the 
Council. 


Vesuvius Railway.— Messrs. Thomas Cook & Son have 
just constructed a new electric railway up Vesuvius from Pugliano, 
the northern quarter of Resina, to the terminus of the old funicular 
railway, which was made up the cone to the crater 23 years ago. 
We gather from the Times that this new line is nearly 42 miles 
long. "Except for a section in the middle, it is laid out with a 
ruling gradient of 1 in 123, and the cars run by adhesion. Inthe 
middle portion the gradient rises to 1 in 4,an incline as great 
as that of the Rigi line, and in consequence it has been necessary 
to use a rack-rail, the Strub system having been selected, as on the 
Jungfrau Railway. On this rack-rail section the cars are pushed 
up by a four-wheel locomotive provided with two 80-11. P. motors, and 
fitted with an elaborate system of ordinary and emergency brakes. 


On the other sections the care, which seat 24 passengers and can . 


accommodate six more on the platforms, are propelled by their own 
motors, the current being supplied through overhead trollies, as is 
also the case for the rack-line locomotives. The generating station 
stands at the foot of Monte Cateroni, close to the point where the 
rack-rail section begins. Pugliano is already connected with 
Naples by electric tramway, with the exception of a short length 
which has still to be finished, and the old funicular line up the cone 
has been reconstructed and equipped for electrical working ; hence 
it will soon be possible to travel by electricity all the way from 
Naples to within 250 yards of the crater a good desl more quickly 
and comfortably than is permitted by the present means of 
transport." 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Hull Telephones,—The Corporation Telephone Com- 
mittee bas appointed Mr. Thos. Holme, of the Portsmouth Municipal 


Exchange, as manager of the telephone system, at a salary of £200 
& year, increasing to £250, on a three years' agreement. 


Simultaneous Telegraphy.—M. Petet, an inspector at 
Tours, has just given particulars of an application in telegraphy, 
of which he is the inventor. It consists of a method of utilising a 
trunk wire passing through two towns, as a means of communica- 
tion between these towns without disturbance to the main use of 
the wire. Thus the Paris-Cognac-wire can now be used indepen- 
dently of its normal use for exchange of telegrams between Tours 
and Cbátellerault. М. Petet has also succeeded in addition in 
utilising the wire running from Tours-Chateaudun-Chartres fur a 
permanent means of communication between Tours and Chateaudun 
and Chartres, in a manner which is equivalent to three separate 
wires. This installation overcomes all the difficulties which have 
hitherto been found insurmountable in “shared” wires, and for 
which the intermediate station is generally reckoned responsible. 


State-owned Telegraphs.—The following is the official 
text of one of the resolutions passed at the Fifth Congress of 
Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, convened by the London 
Chamber of Commerce, and held at Montreal on August 17th to 
21st, 1903, under the presidency of the Right Hon. Lord Brassey, 
K.C.B. :— 

That, in the opinion of this Congress, all the self-governing British commu- 
nities around the globe should be united by a continuous chain of State-owned 
telegraphs. Thatsuch an inter-Imperial line of communication would, under 
Government control, put an end to the difficulty which has been caused by the 
allied cable companies in Australia and remove all friction which has arisen 
between the partners in the Pacific cable; that it would lower charges to a 
minimum on over-sea messages passing between New Zealand, Australis, India; 
South Africa, the West Indies, Newfoundland, Canada, and the Mother Country, 
that it would provide a double means of communication at low uniform rates 
between the Mother Country, or any one British State and all self-governing 
British States; that it would constitute the most effective means by which the 
sevcral governmental units of the Empire may hold communion with each other 
whenever they desire, and that while it would be of the highest importance to 
the commercial and social interests of the British people around the world, 
it would, by the subtle force of electricity, at once promote the consolidation of 
the Empire and prove an indispensable factor in Imperial unity. 


Swansea Telephones.—On Thursday last week the new 
exchange building in connection with the Corporation Telephones 
Department was formally opened by tbe Mayor. Mr. H. G. Solomon 
(chairman of the committee) said the amount expended was 
£12,036. The scheme provided for 750 lines and spare accommoda- 
tion for another 750. All the main routes within the borough were 
laid underground, and excbanges had beeu opened at Morriston 
and Mumbles. The precaution would be taken to lay additional 
lines at the same time as the proposed electric traction mains. The 
number of subscribers actually iconnected, added to the orders in 
hand, amounted to 624, and when they remembered that the 
National Telephone Co. only had 650 at the time the Corporation 
first entered into the matter, they would not be surprised when he 
informed them that they expected to be able to demand inter- 
communication by law in & month's time, when they would have 
reached half the number of the National Telephone Co.'s sub- 
scribers. In compliance with a general desire, inter-communication 
would be applied for, but he (Mr. Solomon) said he held his own 
opinion as to the value of such inter-communication to a corpora- 
tion. To the company it meant salvation, but there were many 
reasons why the Corporation should not give inter-communication 
to the company. The Corporation service was £3 a year cheaper, 
and was far more efficient. The National Co. had just issued their 
new rates for Swansea as the result of the competition, but the 
lowest they could give an exclasive line for was £8 a year. 
That was owing to the fact that they had certain obligations to 
other corporations if they reduced in Swansea. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


Cam. 


Dominica - Martinique ee ee ee 
8t. Lucia-Martinique .. oe °з ee 
Guadeloupe-Martiniqu oe T T 
Apnjer-Kalianda .. ae 


ee ee ee ee Ang. 2, 1902 " 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee ee ee ee ee Aug. 18, 1909 .. ee 
Bt. Lucia-St. Vinoent .. “ә bs un „„ Sept. 19, 1902 .. А 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran T T ee Oct. 22, 1902 ss 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. bs se T ee Feb. 26,1908 .. ә 
New York-Hayti 23 s ix 


Trinidad-Demerara No. 2 oe 
Trinidad-Demerara No, 1 oe ee эө 


.. Aug 97, 1. 
Tourane-Amoy es [17 ee . б 


ee Nov. 10, 1903 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—Another quiet 
month has to be recorded in the export trade of this country in 
telegraph wire and apparatus connected therewith, the shipments 
last month only attaining a value of £47,065, as compared with 
£431,682 in the corresponding month of last year, and £112,697 in 
October, 1901. The quietness which has ruled in this branch during 
the current year is well indicated by the returns for the figures for 
the 10 months ending with October last, which show that the ex- 
ports have only amounted to a value of £1,619,628, as contrasted 
with £2,658,414 in the corresponding 10 months of 1902, a decline 
of over a million sterling. 


— — . —— — 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Blackpool.—November 14th. One 450-Kw. traction 
Bet (vertical triple-expansion engine and multipolar generator). See 
" Official Notices" October 23rd. 


Brighton. — December 7th. Six water-tube boilers, 
piping, tanks, and sundry other steam plant, for the Southwick 
power station. See Official Notices” November 6th. 


Ceylon.—December Ist. The Ceylon Government is 
inviting proposals from those willing to enter into a contract for the 
supply of electricalenergy to the various cffices, buildings, and 
premises of the Government. See this column for November 6th. 


Dorchester.—November 26th. The Council is open to 
negotiate with companies willing to take over its electric lighting 
order. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Dublin.—November 14th. 
% Official Notices November 6th. 


Dublin.—November 30th. Stores for the Dublin United 
Tramways Co. See Official Notices ” to-day. 


Germany.—Tenders are at present being invited for the 
establishment of a central electric lighting station in the little 
town of Wallerfangen (Treves). 


Great Western Railway.—December 7th. Water-tube 
boilers, engines, three-phase generators and auxiliary plaot, for the 
Park Royal power station. See '' Official Notices” November 6th. 


Harrogate, — November 16th. 
See Official Notices October 30th. 


Arc lamp carbons. See 


High tension mains. 


Hornsey.— November 30th. Meters, indicators and fuse- 


boxes. See Official Notices“ November 6th. 


Italy.—Tenders are being invited until the 30th inst. by 
the municipal authorities of Canosa di Puglia (Bari), for the con- 
cession of the public and private electric lighting of the town 
during а period of 50 years. 


Johannesburg.—November 16th. Gas producer plant; 
gas engines and dynamos. Alternative :—Water-tube boilers, steam 
engines or turbines, electric generators, and other plant. For the 
municipal tramways and electrical supply echeme. See “ Official 
Notices” August 28th. 


Kilmarnock.—November 18th. Lancashire boilers; 
engines and dynamos; crane; battery; and switchboard for elec- 
tricity scheme. See “ Official Notices” October 9th. 


Kirkcaldy.—November 23rd. 
engine and dynamo for lighting and traction. 
Notices" November 6th. 


One 400 - kw. steam 
See “ Official 


Leeds.—November 13th. Forty-five tons of piping 
aa for the electricity works. See Official Notices“ October 
23r 


L.C.C.—December 8th. Electric wiring of five sub- 
ео and three tramway car-sheds. See “Oficial Notices” to- 

у. | 

L.C.C.— December 8th. Four 3,000-kw. three-phase 


generators, with exciters, for the Greenwich tramway power station. 
See “ Otlicial Notices " to-day. 


Maesteg.— The Council invites proposals from those 
willing to take over electric lighting powers for the district. See 
" Oflicial Notices " November 6th. 


Middlesbrough.—November 25th. One 600-kw. steam 
turbine dynamo; Lancashire boilers, condensing, and other plant. 
See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Three 50 ;. H. PD. motors 


Newport.—November 23rd. 
See “Ofcial 


with switchgear for the Electricity Committce. 
Notices " to-day. 

Plymouth.—November 14th. The Corporation is in- 
viting tenders for an electric lighting installation for the Borough 
Asylum, Blackadon. Specifications, &c., from Mr. E. G. Okell, 
b. rough electrical engineer. 


Preston.—December 12th. Traction switchboard and 
accessories. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Radcliffe, — November 14th. Lighting and traction 
switchboards and accessories; rail bonds for the U.D.C. See 
" Oflicial Notices October 23rd. j 


Swindon. — November 16th. Steel poles, overhead 
equipment for tramways, arc lamps, &c., for the Corporation. See 
Official Notices November th. 


Suindon.— November 231d. Traction switchboard and 
feeder cables. See Official} Notices November 6th. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—December 30th. Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. See this column for November Cth. 


Wednesbury. — November 20th. Electric wiring of 
public buildings. See "Official Notices” October 23rd. 


Whitehaven.—November 15th. Electric wiring, &c., 
for the new infirmary. See Official Notices" November 6:h. 


OLOSED. 


Aberdeen.—On 2nd inst. the Works Committee accepted 
the tender of Messrs. Pratt & Keith, Aberdeen, for the electric 
lighting of Oldmill Poorhouse, at £2,001. "There were five tenders 
in all. 

Bootle.—Messrs. D. Firth & Son, of Dukintield, have 
secured the contract for an electrical installation at the Central 
Fire Station, including street fire alarms, telephones and incan- 
descent electric lighting. 


Foyers.— The British Aluminium Co. has placed an 
order with Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., for two 520-K W. p.c. 
generators. The machines are for the Aluminium Co.'s works at 
Foyers, N.B., and are to be driven by turbines. 


Bromley (Kent).—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender 
of the Horsfall Destructor Co. for the supply of a threc-cell 
destructor plant, at £4,890. 


Hong Kong.—Meesrs. Johnson & Phillips have secured 
the contract for a 250-K w. steam alternator for the Hong Kong 
Electric Light Station. 


Preston.—The Tramways Committee of the T.C. on 
November 5th accepted the tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. for 
the permanent way and overhead equipment of the tramways, at 
£80,492. 


St. Helens.—The Corporation has placed an order with 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., for a 400: xw. D. o. generator. 


Westminster.—The City Council has received the 
following tenders for installing electric light in Marshall Street 
public laundry :— 


A. H. Wood (recommended) .. 1 5 `4 . . £228 
Laing, Wharton х Co. . Se ci s sss M 

J. Bolding & Sons, Ltd. .. os T T .. 256 
Slatter & Co. ee ee ee ee ee ee 278 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, November 13th. — Electro - Harmonic Society Concert. 
King’s Hall, Holborn Restaurant. Ladies’ night. 
Mr. R. K. Gray will preside. The programme will 
include selections by an orchestra. 

At 8 p.m. Physical Society. South Kensington. Means 
for Electrifying the Atmosphere on a Large Scale,” 

. and “An Arrangement for Driving Mercury Pumps," 
* by Sir Oliver Lodge. 

At 7.30 p.m. North-East Coast Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders. Meeting at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Presidential address and paper on “Technical Educa- 
tion in Germany,” by Mr. Max Wurl. 

Saturday, November 14th.— West Hartlepool Scientific Society. 
Mr. W. C. Borrowman on “The Absurdities of the 
present System of Measures.” 

At 7.30 p.m. Glasgow Technical College Scientific Society. 
Paper by Mr. A. Govan on “ Motor-Cars." 

Monday, November 16th.— Institute of Marine Engineers. Paper 
on ‘ Fuel Testing.” 

Tuesday, November 17th.— Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Manchester) Opening meeting. “Demonstration 
of the Properties of Radium," by Dr. Schuster. 

Wednesday, November 18th.— At 8 p.m. Society of Arts. Open- 
ing meeting. Address by Sir Wm. Abney. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers, Stu- 
dents’ meeting. 

Liverpool Engineering Society. Paper by Mr. J. B. C. 
Kerahaw on “ Fuel Economy from the Chemical Point 
of View.” 

Thursday, November 19th.—Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Leeds). Paper by Mr. S. D. Schofield on ‘ Destructor 
and Electricity Stations in Small Towne.” 

Friday, November 20th.—At 8 p.m. Junior Institution of Engi- 
neers. Paper on “Fires on Shipboard ; their Chief 
Causes, and the Method for Prevention and Extinc- 
tion," by Mr. G. Canning. 

Saturday, November 21st.—At 2.30 p.m. Junior Institution of 
Engineers. Visit to Orchard Dock, Blackwall, to 
witness a demonstration of fire extinguishing, &c. 
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NOTES. 


Electric Light Companies and Street Obstructions. 
—The Times reporte that, at the rooms of the Board of Trade on 
Tuesday, the Westminster City Council further advanced their 
petition to the Board for certain restrictions to be placed upon the 
electric lighting companies in their jurisdiction as to the times when 
{Беу should have access to street boxes. Mr. Bonar Law, M.P. 
(Parliamentary secretary to the Board of Trade), presided, and was 
accompanied by the Hon. T. Н. W. Pelham and Mr. A. P. Trotter 
(electric adviser). The companies concerned and represented were: 
— St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light Co., London Electric 
Supply Corporation, Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Light- 
ing Co, Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Charing Cross 
and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation, Metropolitan Elec- 
tric Supply Co., and the Chelsea Electric Lighting Co. The 
Westminster City Council, having experienced irconvenience from 
the frequent opening of boxes, have prescribed that there shall 
be access to the boxes in certain streets only from midnight to 
9 am., and in certain other streets from 8 p.m. to 10 am. The 
companies object to the proposed restriction. 

The town clerk put the cate for the City Council. 

Prof. Kennedy, of the Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, 


presented tbe case for the companies. He contended that they ought | 


to have daylight so far as possible, and alluded to the dangers if 
artificial light were used. 

Mr. Bonar Law said that the Act of Parliament clearly made it 
part of the duty of the Board to sanction reasonable restrictions, 
and therefore they had no choice. But they had to coneider what 
was & reasonable restriction, and in considering that, they bad not 
only to consider the travelling public, but the consumers. He 
would suggest that the companies should meet and consider what 
they would be willing to agree to, and then that they should have 
a conference with the authorities of the Westminster City Council. 
If an agreement was arrived at, at least for the time, it might be 
used asan experiment. He agreed with Prof. Кептеду that it would 
be perfectly unreasonable that the hours should not be such as to 
make the bulk of the work to be done in daylight. There was incon- 
venience in any case, and it was only reasonable that the companies 
and their customers should share it. However, if they found it 
impossible to come to terms, then it would be for the Board to 
consider whether the rules laid down by the Council were or 
were not reasonable, and to pass or refuse to pass them. 


The parties accepted the suggestion of Mr. Bonar Law that they 
should confer. 


London County Council.—At the meeting on Tues- 
day the Council resolved to sanction the borrowing by the Islington 
Borough Council of £3,753 for the purchase of electricity meters. 

The Highways Committee recommended the Council to hold a 
special meeting to consider whether notice should be given of in- 
tention to purchase the lines of the South London Tramways Co. 
between Vauxhall and Norwood. It was proposed to ask the local 
authorities concerned to contribute one-third of the net cost of the 
widenings of streets considered neceseary, and to consent to the 
adoption of the overhead trolley system for the whole ora part of 
the tramways, which have a total length of 52 miles. It was 
decided to approve the introduction of the conduit system for the 
new tramway to be constructed along St. John Street, St. John Street 
Road aud Rosebery Avenue. 

"The Council will next week be asked to sanction an expenditure 
of £90,000 for the purchase of rails and accessories for the recon- 
struction of the first 224 miles of the northern tramways leased to 
the North Metropolitan Tramways Co., and £13,850 for the con- 
struction of a new termini at Tooting. 


Electrical Progress in the Nineteenth Century.— 
Prof. Andrew Gray delivered the first of a special centenary series 
of lectures in connection with the Royal Philosophical Society of 
Glasgow on 4th inst. His subject was the “ Electrical Progress in 
the Nineteenth Century." 


Eleetro-Harmonie Society.—To-night is a Ladies’ 
Night” at the Electro-Harmonic. Mr. R. K. Gray, president of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, will be in the chair, and an excel- 
lent programme of vocal and instrumental music has been arranged, 
including selections by an orchestra, a pianoforte solo by Mr. A. E. 
Izard, and a violin solo by Mr. T. E. Gatehouse. The vocalists 
will be Miss Gertrude Maxted, Miss Lilian Gardner, and Mr. Harry 
Dearth. Humorous duets will ke rendered by Mesers. C. Corner 
and F. Henry, and humorous eketches by Mr. B.Gammon. The 
concert takes place at the King’s Hall, Holborn Restaurant, and a 
large muster is expected. | 


The LE.E. Dinner of the Glasgow Section.—The 
annual dinner of the Glat gow section of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers took place on Wednesday, the 4th inst., in the Grand 
Hotel, the president of the section, Mr. William A. Chamen, 
occupied the chair. The company included the Lord Provost, Sir 
John Ure Primrose, Bart., Mr. Robert Kaye Gray, president of the 
Institution, and Mr. W. G. McMillan, secretary, and Mr. E. G. Tidd, 
hon. local secretary. The Lord Provost, in responding to the toast 
of the “ Corporation of Glasgow,” said they lived in an electric age. 
The electric cars had made & wonderful transformation of Glasgow 
life. Their rapid transit along the streets was a sort of material 
embodiment of the onward march of the day. They owed that con- 
dition of things to the electrical engineer. But his Lordship looked 
to far greater development in the conditions of the city from elec- 
tical 8:i23)0a. Taste маз, for exemple, {їз smok) prodlen lat 


times their city was rendered gloomy and oppressive owing to the 
smoke nuisance, but that evil, he tbought, was on the verge of 
solution. Indeed, he said confidently the smoke problem ought not 
to exist; science had demonstrated that it could be settled. The 
Corporation had taken an onward step in one department of it—the 
domestic pollution of the atmosphere. They had reduced the rate 
for neating purposes to the power rate. But more might be done. 
He bad been told that in the blast furnaces which fringed the city 
were hundreds of thousands of horse-power going to waste in the 
air that could supply electrical energy for heating purposes. | 

In replying to the toast of the “Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers,” Mr. Robert Kaye Gray testified to the favour with which 
the parent Institution viewed the development of the local sections. 
He claimed for the profession of electrical engineers that it was as 
well equipped as any other profession in Great Britain. Other 
divisions of engineering had to contend agsinet certain disadvan- 
tages. It was difficult for those older bodies to free themselves 
from past practice. Glasgow was, he said, the cradle of electrical 
industry. In this connection he referred to the work of Lord 
Kelvin. 

Mr. W. G. McMillan proposed the Glasgow Local Section." Та 
doing so he said he put the local sections in the relation of colonies 
to the parent Institution, adding that the latter was anxious to do 
its duty to keep the colonies together and to assist them in every 
way. Thus electrical engineers would be banded together in all 
countries and the interests of the profession advanced. The 
Glasgow Local Section he ranked as one of the strongest in the 
country; nor was that surprising when they remembered the dis- 
tinguished men who had been connected with it. Among these he 
mentioned Lord Kelvin, who was the first president of the section, 
and he paid also a warm tribute to Mr. Chamen, the present 
occupant of the chair. Tke work of the section was economically 
and excellently done, and that it was во was due in large measure 
to the services rendered by Mr. Tidd, hon. eecretary. 

In reply, Mr. Chamen pointed out that the work of the sections 
differed in some respects from that of the parent Institution. 
There were in the sections a large number of members of a 
less highly technical kind, and 16 became the duty, therefore, of 
the local sections to encourage the reading of papers of a less 
technical character than those printed in the Proceedings of the 
Institution. But if the local sections did no more than keep the 
members together and provide them with pleasant evenings, where, 
over a smoke and a cup of coffee, they could discuss matters of pro- 
fessional interest, they would accomplish a great deal in the way of 
keeping the outlying branches of the great Institution together and 


encourage young men to join the sections. 


The Association of Engineers-in-Charge.—The pro- 
gramme of proceedings for 1903-4 session has been sent to us by the 
hon. sec., Mr. A. Davey. It isan exceedingly useful society, and 
we should say bids fair to become increasingly popular among the 
large class of practical men who rightly come under the title of 
"engineers-in-charge." There is some substantial fare arranged 
for, including a paper by Mr. W. Н. Booth on Liquid Fuel "; one 
by Mr. C. Wilson on “From Cotton-Wool to Candle-Power, the 
Evolution of an Electric Lamp”; one on Pumps,” by Mr. 
Р. R. Bjorling; one on ‘Gas Engines,” by Mr. Horace Allen; 
one on “High Speed Engines,” by Mr. W. Crawford; and 
finally a paper on “Cast-Iron Tanks" by Mr. W. J. Jonee. 
But it is not to be all work and no play, nor is it to be limited 
to engineers-in-charge, for representatives of the sex which 
takes charge of the engineers are to have a very large share in 
the play of the session. On October 3ist, for instance, the 
commencement of work was signalised by a “concert and dance"; 
on January 16th there is to be further edition of “ Dance”; February 
27th has its concert and dance"; on March 19th comes something 
more serious in the form of an annual dinner, and the last day of 
April has been set apait for a Bohemian Concert. By following 
the papers and discussions the members should become more 
efficient as engineers, and discreet enjoyment of the lighter indul- 
gencies may make them whistle with a merry heart when in the 
engine room. 


Electrical Gold Dredging.—In the Engineering and 
Mining Journal for October 8rd, there is an abstract of a paper read 
before the American Institute of Electrical Engineers by Mr. R. L. 
Montague, who describes the methods that have been adopted for 
the drec ging of gold in various places, and gives the result of his 
experience gained for this class of work. There is probably not 
much demand for dredging of this nature in this country, but the 
figure for power required may be of interest a8 & com n with 
dredging of other kinds. With the type of dredger in which the 
excavation is done by an endless chain of buckets, it is possible to 
haudle 0:85 cb. yards of gravel (? per minute) per horse-power de- 
livered on board. Theload on the motors is an extremely variable one, 
and the special windings of motors and types of resistances are de- 
scribed in the paper. For the operation of a dredger with buckets 
of 5 cb. ft. capacity, open connected chain, capable of excavating to 
a depth of 35 ft., with a 12 in. centrifugal pump for elevating pur- 
poses, 135 kw. should be available at the bus-bars on board the 
dredger for 24 hours a day if the plant is of the direct current type, 
or 170 кул. at 80 per cent. power factor where induction motors 
are used. 


Cape Town Exhibition.—We are informed that the 
directors of the International Exhibition now being organised are 
open to receive offers for lighting the grounds, &c., and communica- 
tions respecting the matter should be addressed to the managers, st 
Palmerston House, Old Board Street, E.C. The Belgian Govern- 
ment will take part oflicially iu the exhibition, and will devote 
£40,000 to. the purpose. 


€————————————————————————————!———————————————— 
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Wind Protection for Electric Cars.—The question of 
protecting passengers riding on the top decks of electric cars is 
receiving a great deal of attention at the present moment, and our 
readers will be interested in any attempt to deal with the problem. 
Daring the year we have seen various covers adopted, first by one 
authority and then by another, but all with doub'fal permanent suc- 
cess; however the designs vary, thay all practically reproduce the con- 
ditions obtained on the old steam cars, which were very objection- 
able aesthetically, hygienically, and from the point of view of 
comfort. To avoid the heavy lumbering covered top and yet 
afford all necessary protection is the object of the wind-shield 
arrangement designed by Mr. Henry Mosley, general manager of 
the Burnley Corporation tram ways. 

The car illustrated has been built by Messrs. G. F. Milnes & Co., 
Hadley, and is one of four now running at Burnley. Before the 
cars were built an “old” type of car was fitted with sail cloth and 
ran for some weeks, and the protection was so good that it was 
resolved to have four of a consignment of 14 fitted with the wind 
shield to see how the idea worked out in practice. The result has 


Сав PROVIDED WITH WIND SHIELD. 


(Reg. Design, 406,454.) 


been so satisfactory that the remaining cars are to be fitted, and 
judging from the favour shown by users, hand rail and grilles will 
soon be a thing of the past in Burnley. 

A fault very common in the design of cars is the low hand rail, 
but recently the Board of Trade have shown а dieposition to have 
them raised, and probably it will soon be found general to have the 
“fanc” 4 ft. 6 in. higb, as is the case here. 

The wind shield itself is constructed of wood and glass in lieu of 
the usual iron rail and grille, and its height is just sufficient when a 
passenger is reated to ''bring" him below the top rail. The 
framing is made of well-seasoned straight grained ash well framed 
toge'her, cecured to deck by brackets of angle steel and by steel 
angles inserted between the vertical uprights, and at a convenient 
height diagonal stays are riveted, the other ends being secured to the 
roof of the car. The screen is glazed with { in. polished plate glass, 
fixed with rubber strip, and the lower part panelled in sheet-ateel 
brought right down to deck, having scalloped openings at intervals 
on each side to allow drainsge. The frame is protected on the top 
side by { in. х B in. convex iron, and the glass windows may be 
protected inside by suitable railing, but so far this has not been 
found necessary. 

The end framing is arranged to receive the destination indicator, 
and the painting harmonises with the rest of the car. An additional 
advantage of the wind shield over iron rails and grilles is obtained 
by reason of the security from shccks due to live hand railing. 


The Elland Combined Electricity Works and 
Destructor.—Owing to the large accumulation of solid matter 
extracted from the sewage and the dry ashes and other refuse 
which, tipped into the Ainleys were rapidly becoming a public 
nuisance, the local authorities decided to put upa refuse destructor. 
Having decided upon thie, the problem was what to do with the 
steam which might be generated from the furna-es, and after some 
consideration it was decided to erect an electricity works in con- 
junction with the destructor. 

Tbe works have recently been opened, the total installation 
costing about £17,000. The destructor consists of two cells, capable 
of destroying one ton of refuse per hour. It is of the Meldrum 
regenerative type with two grates prepared for either top or front 
feel. It was the original intention to feed the destructor from the 
top, bit as the work progressed, the Council saw the good work 
that was being done by the front feed type all over the country, 
that they decided, for tbe present, to forego the heavy expense of 
inclined road ways, &, and to feed the cells from the front by hand. 

A Lancashire boiler, working at 200 lbs. preasure receives the heat 
from the furnaces after passing through the usual flues and combus- 


. tion chamber. A Babcock boiler has also been fitted with Meldrum 


furnaces for burning coke, breeze and other cheap fuel, and has a 
capacity of 18 tons per hour. The electrical equipment consists of 
two sets, each of a capacity of 140 Kw., and there is also a 
storage battery, having a capacity of 700 ampere-hours. The works 
start with a fairly good load, and it is anticipated that they will be 
on а profit-making basis in the second year, 


Henleys New Premises.—We noted in a recent issue 
that Messrs. W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Oo., Ltd., had 
removed their warehouse snd offices from the neighbourhood of 
Cannon Street, where they had been for so many years, to much 
larger premises at Blomfield Street, London Wall. The new ware- 
houses and offices have an historical int:rest, in that they have b3en 
for about 70 years the centre of the operations of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, and the scene of many of ite thrilling experiences 
which were associated with the work of Dr. Livingstone, Dr. 
Robert Moffatt, and others. It is interesting to note that Sir Henry 
Stanley, the man who found Livingstone in the heart of Africa, 
is a director of the great electrical company which now occupies 
the old premises from which Livingstone had his send-off. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Birmingham). 
—The opening meeting of the session, which was to have been held 
on 18th inst., has been postponed. ; 


Scientific Societies: Arrangements for the 1903-4 
Session.—The scientific and engineering societies in all parts of 
the country are now settling down in earnest to the work of the 
winter session, and there is so much of electrical interest in the 
programmes issued, that we have thought it worth printing a note of 
some of the more important papers and events arranged for :— 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Manchester). 


December 15th.— A. C. Eborall, Polyphase Eleotrio Traction.” 

January 19th.—A. S. Giles, Coal Consumption in Central Stations.” 

February 2nd.—W. Chilton, “Steam Turbines.” 

February 16:h.—J. M. MeElroy, Manchester Tramways Equipment: Line 
and Rolling-Stock.” 

February 26th.— Annual Dinner. 

March 1.t —H. L. Kirker, '* The Mersey Railway Multiple Control System." 

Ма: сһ 24th.—Joint meeting with the Live 1 Engineering Society. J. L. 
Hunt, * Notes on the Design of Electrical Machinery.” 

March 29th. — T. W. Sheffield, ** Safety Devices for Elcotric Traction." 


Institution of Electrical Engineers ( Leeds). 


November 19th.—S. D. Schofield, ‘Combined Electricity and Destructor 
Stations.” 

December 17ih.—E. Н. Crapper, '! Methods of Charging for Electrical Energy.“ 

January 2186 —H. Bohle, Alternators in Parallel.“ 

February 18th. — W. Emmott, “ Some Experiments with Large Gas Engines." 

March 10th.—H. A. Wraith, Description of an Electrical Equipment of an 
Engine Works." . 

Ap .—AÀ. L. C. Fell, “Oil Extraction from Exhaust Steam in Boiler 

Feed Water." 


Soci«ty of Arts. 


December 2nd.—Sir Chas. M. Kennedy, Fiscal Reform.“ 
December 16th.—Sir Wm. Н. Preece, "Science aud Industry.” 
Dates not fixed.—E. O. Sachs, Lessons to be Learnt from the Fire Brigade 
Appliances at the late International Fire Exhibition.” 
f. C. V. Boys. Thermit." 
T. C. Clarkson, Steam Motors.“ 
March "th, 14th, 21st. —Cantor Lectures.— Bertram Bloun Recent Advances 
in Eleotro- Chemistry.“ 


Junior Institution of Engineers. 


November 90th.—G. Canning Fires on Shipboard; their Chief Causes and 
Methods for Prevention and Extinction.” 

January 2204.—]Ј. F. Moulton, K.C., Presidential Address. 

February 5th.—H. Williams, Producer Gas-Power for Factories, Cold Stores 
and Freezing Works." 

February 18th.—Annual dinner. 

March 4th.—G. C. Allingham, ‘‘Some Practical Notes on Electric Storage 
Batteries.'; 

May 12th.—OConveraas'one. 

April 8th. —K. Gray, The Heating and Ventilation of Factories.” 


Glasgow Technical College Scientific Society. 


November 14th.—A. Govan, “ Motor-Cars." 

November 28th.—J. Н. Pocock, ‘‘ Some Remarks on the Willans Engine." 
December 5th.—W. H. Booth, ‘‘ Suporheat.” 

December 12th.—A. A. Wynne, Steam Turbine Machinery.” 

January 9th.—A. G. Strathern, * The Manufacture of Weldless Chains.“ 
February 6th.—Annual Dinner. 

February 20:h.—A. MacLean. Modern Conceptions of Matter.“ 

March 5th.— M. Pickstone, *' British Competition and Manufacture." 
March 19tr.—A. J. Lawson, ‘‘ The Diesel Engine for Mariae Purposes." 


West Hartlepool Scientific Society. 


November 14th.—W. C. Borrowman, The Absurdities of the Present System 
of Measures.” 

December 12th.—W. Kennedy. Мг, D. B. Morrison's Scheme for the Advance- 
ment of Apprentices,” 

January 9th.—J. W. Patterson, Boiler Feed Water.“ 

February 18th.—I. V. Robinson. Balancing of Marine Engines.“ 

March 12th.—'' Three-Wire System." 


Liverpool Engineering Society. 


Кетеш 18th.—J. B. C. Kershaw, Fuel Economy from the Chemical Point 

of View." 

Decembr 2nd.—E. J. Hidden, Recent Telephone Developments in Diver- 

ool.” 

December 16th.—H. W. Wilson, “ Polyphase Working.“ 

January 18th.—W. Norris, Motor Vehicles.” 

Tenney 20th.—H. S. Meyer, ‘‘ Voltage Regulation in Alternating Current 
ants.” 

January 27th.—E. W. Marchant, ‘‘ Induction Motors.“ 

February 10th.—E. K, Soott, ** Electric Transmission from Water Powers." 

penu 24th.—G. Balfour, Conduit and Surface Contact Tramway 
stems." 

March 10:h.—J. R. Smith, Steam Boiler Failures.” 

March 24th.—J. L. Hunt, Notes on Design of Electrical Machinery." 


Society of Engineers. 
November 80th.—A. Gay, Mechanical Stokers.” 


Lectures,— Prof. C. A. Carus-Wilson, M.A., M. I. E. E., 
was to commence a special course of lectures to the senior students 
of the Electrical Standardising, Testing and Training Institution 
upon “ Direct Current Motor Construction " yesterday. 
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Personal.—The completion of the cable lying for the 


electric lighting and tramways at Glossop by Callender's Cable and 


Construction Оо. has been marked by the presentation of a framed 
photograph of the employés to Mr. H. W. Pierce, a gold mounted 
саме to Mrs. Pierce, and a silver mounted pipe to Mr. Н. а. 

UurK188 

Mr. В. E. Fisher, night manager of the Chelmsford Arc Works, of 
Messrs. Crompton & Co., who is leaving for Aston, Birmingham, has 
been presented by the staff and employés with an 18-carat gold 
keyless watch. 

It is announced that Mr. R. E. Shawcross, A. M. I. C. E. has been 
арраи Demonstrator in Electrical Engineering at King’s 

ollege 

On Wednesday, the 4th inst., Mr. W. Booker was presented at the 
Electricity Works, Plumstead, with a handsome set of books from 
his late colleagues. He left these works, where he held the 
appointment of correspondence clerk, to take up a similar appoint- 
ment in the electricity works of the borough of Hampstead. 


Appointments Vacant,—A borough electrical engineer 
and manager is required for Poplar (£400); a tramways manager is 
required for Gloucester at £300 (rising to £450); assistant in the 
electrical engineering department at the Central Technical College, 
Exbibition Road (£150); temporary electrical draughtsman for the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board; mains superintendent for Bexhill; 
shift engineer for Bexley (£75). 


Obituary.— Engineers all the world over will hear with 
deep regret of the death of Prof. R. H. Thurston, the well-known 
American expert on steam engine matters. From the American 
exchanges just to band we gather that on October 25th he bad just 
returned from a brisk walk, and was awaiting the arrival of some 
guests who were to dine with him, when he suddenly fell into a 
stupor. Allthe efforts of his wife and friends to rouse him were 
useless, and death occurred before medical assistance was at 
hand. The late professor was 64 years of age, and had since 1885 
been director of the Sibley College of Cornell University, Ithaca, 
New York. Previous tothat, from 1871 to 1885, he was Professor cf 
Engineering at the Stevens Institute of Technology. His work con- 
nected with steam engineering has been of very great value, and his 
contributions to the literature of the steam engine and the steam 
turbine—in the future supremacy of which he was a firm believer— 
are eateemed by English engineers as much as by American. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Mr. LiRoNI, engineer at the Portsmouth tramway power station, 
has had his salary raised from £200 to £250 by the Corporation 
Tramways Committee. 

Aston U. D.C., on November 5th, appointed Mr. Tuos. J 
as resident electrical engineer, at a salary of £40) a year. 

The staff of the Lowestoft electric and tramway departments, on 
November 5th, presented marble timepieces to Mr. G. A. Bruce, 
residect electrical engineer aud general manager of the tramways, 
and Mr. G. W. BTEWARD, superintendent engineer, on their 
marriages. 

Mr. T. B. NAYvLOR, assistant electrical engineer to the Dudley 
Corporation, has been appointed successor to the late Mr. Marsh, 
who recently met his death under such distressing circumstances. 

The East Ham U.D.C. has appointed Mr. Tomas AITKEN (late 
P. & O.) to the post of mechanical engineer at the electricity 
works (at £180), and has increased the salary of Mr. W. R. ELLIOTT, 
station superintendent, from £160 to £180. 

On the 10th inst., at the office of the Electric Light & Power Co., 
· Wellingborough, Mr. J. B. CraBkr, the managing engineer, was 
presented with a marble clock and illuminated address from the 
staff and friends on the occasion of his departure to take up a 
similar position at Stourbridge. Mr. A. C. Evans, in making the 
presentation, spoke of the goodwill existing between Mr. Clarke 
and the staff, and on their behalf wished him all success and pros- 


perity. 


. BALLARD, 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Tur last returns of the Oldham electrical 


Oldham department show a considerable advance on 
Municipal those of the previous year. The traction 
Electricity supply, although it has not yet realised the 


Department. original expectations of its promoters, bas, at 
any rate, eclipsed the private lighting supply; 
the maximum lighting load was 768 Kw., and traction load 975 Kw. 

The revenue is nearly double that of the previous year, and with 
improved works costs, a gross profit of £12,612 has been earned, 
compared with £5,876 in 1902. 

Strangely enough, motive power supply in the district is prac- 
tically undeveloped, although the matter is under consideration by 
the Corporation, and should, in the ordinary course of events, yield 
a protitable business. 


The scale of charges was as follows :—For private lighting, for suc- 
cessive thousands of units per quarter, from 4d. to 2d. per unit; above 
5,000, 144. per unit, or on the maximum demand system, 4d. per 
unit for the first two hours and 11d. after. Public street lighting, 
21d., and traction, 14d. per unit. Mr. 8. Wilmot Newington is the 
borough electrical engineer. 


GzxNEBAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 25th— 1903. 1902. 
Total capital expended £216,882 £108,309 
Number of units sold 88 € . 2,869,312 1,042,025 
Equivalent No. of 8-c.P. lamps wien эй 54,154 * 45,389 
Number of public arc lamps ee Pss 20 25 
Maximum load in xw. see " . 1,743 kw. 990 kw 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue ... ^ ... T .. £26,279 413,509 
„ expenditure dee * А .. £13,667 £7,633 
» profit ids g £12,612 £5,876 
Average price obtained per unit— - 
Private lighting... - us 3 43d. 3:464. 
Pablic lighting ... ent dés 2: 50d. 2:50d. 
Traction ... aes sss ios bos 1:69d. 2:00d. 
REVENUS ACCOUNT. 
Gross. Per unit. 
Sale of energy ... T € ies .. £25,764 216d. 
Meter rents, Ke. ar Р ius ЕРЕ 407 03d. 
Miscellaneous i iu e T Js 108 014. 
Gross revenue £26,279 2:204. 
Costs oF PRODUCTION. 
Gross. Per unit 
Coal .. Sat ... £5,975 50d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores... 551 оза. 


Salaries and wages incurred in generation and 
distribution - 


. 2,248 '19d. 
Repairs and maintenance of machinery, build- 


ings and plant ... aes bee ET .. 2,055 22d. 
Works and distribution costs . £11,429 95d. 
Rents, rates and taxes  ... 1,216 124. 


Manage nent exponses, salaries of engineer and 

clerical staff  ... 497 03d. 
General establishment charges, including sta- 

tionery, printing, law, insurance, bad debta, 

&c. aie a кы aus ёё ae 595 05d. 


Total works costs .. £13,667 1˙15d. 


PROFIT BTATEMENT. 


To interest on loans, &. з és £4,953 
To sinking fund ‘ 2,988 
To surplus on year’s working carried forward 4,671 


Gross profit... si one *. £12,612 


The gross profit on the year’s working amounted to £12,612, and 
after meeting financial charges a surplus of £4,671 remained, which, 
with the balance from the last account and bank interest amounting 
to £1,490, makes a total balance in hand of £6,161. 

The department also possesses a reserve fund amounting to 
£4,969. 


Tis year's returns of the Nelson electricity 


Nelson department include a traction supply for the 
Municipal first time, and as & result the output is more 
Electrie than treble that of the previous year. The 

Supply. Corporation supply in bulk to the Brierfield 


U.D.C., and also to the tramways from Nelson 
to Brierfield, and the Barrowfield and Nelson Light Bailway. 

As a result of the improved conditions of supply works cost per 
unit have decreased from 2:53d. to 1:54d., and despite the greater 
output, total only £2,055, as compared with £1,015 last year; the 
gross profit has correspondingly increased to £2,327, a3 compared 
with £879 in the previous year. Mr. W. Alan Fraser is the borough 
electrical engineer. 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 81st-— 1003. 1902. 
Total capital expended 125 sis e. £59,753 £42,919 
Number of units sold— 


Private lighting, &c. ... aes 137,670 9°,708 
Motive power ... i iis эз 6,371 2,500 
Traction . - 88 176,422 — 
Total number of units gold - 320,463 96,268 
Equivalent No. of 8-c P. lamps connected 15,500 12,560 
H.P. of motors connected ... ё 80 1:3 
Maximum load in kw. кез cd ida 360 146 
Revenue account 
Gross revenue ... 55 was us 44,352 (81.84 
» expenditure МҸ eae T 42,055 41,015 


» profit x iss R ET £2,327 4879 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


003. 

Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy ... ise ә T€ .. £3,590 2704. 
Meter and motor rents — iis sis 95 07d. 
Wages, materials, superintendence, &c. eec 697 52d. 
Gross revenue m S £4,382 8294. 

Совт оғ PRODUCTION. 

Gross. Per unit. 
Coal, &. oe 254 e sis .. £602 45d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores sis 156 12d. 


Wages incurred in generation and distribution 145 114. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, machinery, 
and plant... ska 22% ие ski гав 478 854. 


Works and distribution costs ids .. £1,376 1:03d. 
Rent, rates and takes Sa кае 25 148 11d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff T us isi 885 vss 337 25d. 

General establishment charges, insurance, law, 
printing and stationery... iss — 828 194 15d. 
Total works costa eee £2,055 1:54d. 


Despite the great improvement in gross profit, the department, 
after meeting the increased financial charges (i. e., £2,843 as com- 
pared with £864 last year), made a net loss of £516. This, how- 
ever, is the first deficit since 1893, the opening year, and in the 
interval the department has contributed its net profits, amounting 
to £1,273, to the general district rate. 


Pnorrr ВтАтЕМЕНТ. 


Interest on loans T ds ees .. £1,481 
Sinking fund ... ids id Sie НР 1,862 
Deficit оп year's working xi «„ 516 

£2,327 


Gross profit - ө“ es ees 


CITY NOTES. 


Edison & Swan United Electric Light Co. 


Mn. Henny WOLFENDEN presided at the annual meeting held at 
Winchester House last Friday. In moving the adoption of the 
report, he said that last Christmas Mr. Ellice Clark was compelled 
under medical advice to retire from the chair of the company, 
but he retained his seat on the board. Mr. Wolfenden, himself, was 
then elected to the chair. They had not been able to hold the 
meeting earlier; every effort had been made to do so, but the great 
detail involved would preclude having the meeting earlier than 
October, and they weuld endeavour to keep to that date in future. 
The accounts were presented in & different form from those of 
previous years; the detailed profit and loss account had been 


omitted, only the balance to net revenue being stated. That change 


was foreshadowed in the chairman’s speech last year, as the 
expediency of giving the figures of an industrial undertaking was 
somewhat doubtful. The balance of profit or loss carried to net 
revenue was the figure which was of most interest to shareholders, 
and he hoped that they would agree that the alteration was the 
right thing in the interests of the company. The year’s sales showed 
a decrease, but that deficiency was more than recouped by economies 
in costs of production and other expenses. Since June 30th the 
sales showed improvement as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1902. The net result of the year had been that they 
` carried to the credit of net revenue account £30,834, as against 
£26,312, an increase of £4,522. That balance had been arrived at 
after pricing the stocks upon prudent and conservative lines; any 
articles which, owing to market fluctuations or lessened cost of pro- 
duction, or from other reasons might be considered as being lower 
in value, had been written down accordingly. The directors 
believed that no further reductions in the pricing of the stocks 
would be necessary unless some unforeseen circumstances arose such 
as the falling value of raw materials, or decreased cost of manu- 
facture and so on, which they did not anticipate. Debenture 
interest was £18,760. Depreciation at the rate of 1 per cent. had 
been allowed on the freehold and leasehold property, at 6 per cent. 
for plant, and asum had been set apart as a reserve on account of 
bad and doubtful debts (as stated in the report). The chairman 
said that his experience of manufacturing works had been that 
liberal appropriation for depreciation had always made for the 
solidity of a business, and in the long run would not be regretted. 
They had also applied £6,174 in reduction of value of stocks after 
pricing them as previously named. Some portion of that amount 
represented the ordinary depreciation which necessarily was 
always going on to a greater or less extent consequent upon change 
of fashion, alteration of design, &c., in some of the goods in which 
the company dealt. In regard to the stores at Ponder’s End, parta 
of &c., in store upon which work had been commenced or 


ordered prior to the present board taking office, these were taken 
into в in 1902 at the prices of partially-finished work, as the 
intention then was to utilise them to completion, but 
afterwards it was deemed best not to do so, hence they had now 
been tak n at scrap value, and the special charge on that account 
should not recur. Sundry creditors and credit balances figured 
£19,942 smaller than last year; on the other side of the account 
they had owing to them an amount which was lower than last year 
by £12,642. What they might call the cash position was that they 
owed £26,103 and had £85,000 in hand or realisable to deal with. 
After giving a few facts relating to the Altrincham electric supply 
undertaking, the chairman said that the stocks aad plant together 
represented £245,516—a reduction of £5,162 as compared with last 

ear. Objection was made that the stocks were disproportionately 
hne as compared to the turn-over. The matter was having their 
closest attention, but the stock included not only finished goods for 
sale, but all stores in progress both for lamps and engineering at 
factories. The cost of establishing the business was brought forward 
at the same figure as before. Shareholders had expressed a desire to 
see that figure written down. To deal with that and other balances 
might involve writing down the capital, but as they did not propose 
paying any dividend, they did not propose to do that at the present 
moment. Competition was very keen, but they were in a stronger 
position than had been the case previously. They were making 
steady progress, and that progress continued up to that day. They 
were getting stronger daily, and they looked to the future with 
confidence. 

Mr. ELLICE CLARK seconded the report. 

In replying to some critical and other obeervations made by 
shareholders, the CHAIRMAN said that one speaker had asked 
whether they were prepared to consider the policy of closing 
branches. It was not a question of one or two; they must deal 
with the thing broadly, or not at all. It involved other considera- 
tions, and they had given the matter close and careful attention, and 
they were not at the moment prepared to close the branches unless 
shareholders insisted upon it, as it would not be for the company's 
interests. In regard to lamp manufacture, he was perfectly satisfied 
that the company could produce lamps in competition with anyone 
in the world ; he would not have said that two years ago. Mr. Lea 
Smith had asked were the stocks down to bedrock. He would not 
say that they had nothing obsolete; the prices were all down to 
bedrock absolutely. The company's position was better because of | 
the decrease of general working expenses, and the increase in 
revenue. As to writing down the capital, that was a matter which 
they would act upon if the shareholders gave the mandate. They 
should not act upon it prematurely ; they would know more shortly. 
The stocks—that was finished goods and work in progress —stood at 
£175,000, and the plant at £97,340. The main items of the stocks 
had been gone over by the board, but every screw and nail had not 
been valued by them. The three directors drew £3,000 between 
them as their fees. 


St. Helens and District Tramsways Co, 


Мв. J. B. ATHERTON presided at the fourth annual general meeting 
held at Liverpool. hen moving the adoption of the report, he 
stated that the total receipts for the past year amounted to 436, 925 
as compared with £30,771 in the previous year. In the year before 
last the net profit was given as £1,650, which was about £1,100 short 
of paying the capital redemption policy premiums, amounting to 
£2,720 per annum. In the past year the net balance was £2,784, 
which was a little over the amount paid in redemption policy pre- 
miums, or something like £1,200 better than in the previous year. 
The result would no doubt have been much better but for the con- 
tinuous bad weather. They had also had an accident, which cost 
the company £500. Up to the present time the company had paid 
£15,000 towards the capital redemption policy, and in this way 
the capital of the shareholders was being safeguarded in the best 
possible manner. 

The report and balance-sheet were adopted. 

Mr. J. B. Atherton, the retiring director, was re-elected, and the 
auditors, Messrs. Chalmers, Wade & Co., were re-appointed. 


Prospectuses, 


The Sunderland District Electric Tramways, Ltd., has been before 
the investing public this week with an issue of 750 first debentures 
of £100 each at 5 per cent, 100,000 £1 6 per cent. cumulative pre- 
ference shares, and 100,000 £1 ordinary shares. The company has 
powers tolay 19] route miles of 4 ft. 83 in. electric tramway in the 
large and populous colliery district in the neighbourhood of Sun- 
derland. The engineers to the company are :—Messrs. D. Balfour 
and Son, of Newcastle; Mesers. Handcock & Dykes; and Messrs. 
Harper Bros. & Co. The list was to close yesterday. The con- 
straction of part of the lines is now in progress. The equipment 
is being undertaken by the Electric Converaion Byndicate for 
£227,500, who received tenders from Messrs. Krauss & Son, and 
other contractors, for the permanent way, power station building, 
equipment of line, and 30 double-deck cars for the sum of £202,500. 
The Conversion Syndicate are the vendors together with the Ito 
Syndicate, and the United Kingdom Tramway, Light Railway and 
Electrical Syndicate. The vendors take £36,500 in cash for the 
prov. order and for the worka already carried out. 

Messrs. Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co., on behalf of the Metropolitan 
District Railway Co., invite subscriptions until to-morrow (Satur- 
day) for £500,000 4 per cent. perpetual debenture stock. The work 
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of converting the railway from steam to electricity is steadily pro- 
gressing, and the engineers anticipate that the whole system will 
be equipped and ready for working by the end of next year, It is 
intended to provide eventually on the main line a service of 40 
trains per hour, as against 18 trains now running, and on each of 
the five suburban western branch railways a 10 minutes’ service. 
During the year ended June 30th last the passengers numbered 


43,203,584. When the system is electrically equipped and in full 


working order, the company expects to carry at least 100,000,000 

passengers per annum, 16 is intended to apply part of the net 

proceeds of this issue for the general purposes of the company, and 

the balance will, from time to time, be paid over to the Under- 

ries Electric Railways Co. of London, Ltd., for the work of elec- 
ification. 


Eastern Extension, Australasia and China Telegraph 
Co., Ltd. 


Тнв report for the half-year ended June 30th states that the gross 
receipts amounted to £265,009 against £283,856 for the correspond- 
ing half-year of 1902. The working expenses, including £29,613 
for maintenance of cables, absorb £138,516 against £121,237 for the 
corresponding period of 1902, leaving a balance of £126,582. From 
this is deducted £5,955 for income-tax, and £11,771 for interest on 
debenture stock, &c., leaving £108,856 as the net profit for the half- 
year. After adding £37,180 brought forward, there is an available 
balance of £146,036. Two quarterly interim dividends of 14 per 
cent. each, amounting to £75,000, have been paid for the half-year, 
leaving a balance of £71,036 to be carried forward. The agreement 
concluded with the Australian Federal Government, for extending 
to Melbourne and Brisbane the privilege enjoyed by the company 
in other State capitals of Australia of dealing direct with the tele- 
graphing public, has been formally approved by the Federal House 
of Representatives, but the Senate has deferred coming to a definite 
decision upon it pending the result of a conference to be held 
between the interested Governments to consider what effect the 
agreement may have upon the British Pacific cable, and other ques- 
tions. Meanwhile the tentative arrangement come to with the 
Federal Government by which the company is allowed to work a 
special wire between Adelaide and Melbourne and to deal direct 
with the public in the latter city remains undisturbed. 


West India and Panama Telegraph Co. 
Tnx directors’ report for the half-year ended June 30th, 1£03, to be 
submitted to the meeting on November 18th, reads :— 


The directors submit the accounts for the six months ended June 30th, 1908. 
The amount to credit of revenue is £84,903 10s. 11d., against £28,970 17s. 9d. for 
the corresponding half-year of 1902. The expenses have been £28,051 14s. 2d. 


against £22,899 15s. 4d., leaving а balance of £11,851 16s. 9d., to which is added 


£2,127 14s. 4d. interest on investments, and £1,914 2s. brought froin last account 
making a total of £15,893 13s. 1d., with which it is proposed to deal as follows:— 


Payment of 8s. per share on account of arrears of 
dividend to June 30th, 1903, on the first preference 


shares .. - «s is is T А . £18,825 4 0 
Balance to current half-year’s account .. T ee 3,068 9 1 
£15,893 18 1 


This will leave the following dividends in arrear :— 


On the first preference shares "S : А £3,456 6 0 
Ол the second preference shares ar =. T 8404 4 O0 


£11,860 10 0 


Owing to the greater quantity of cable used, the expenses of repairing cables 
during the half-year amounted to £9,761 10s. Id., being £#02 7s. 8d. more than 
those for the corresponding period. The company's new cable steamer, the Henry 
Holmes, arrived in the West Indies in June to relieve the Newington, which was 
thereupon brought back to England and her charter terminated. The West 
Indis colonies sre hopeful that the International Convention for the abolition 
of foreign sugar bounties, which came into force last September, will be bene- 
fleinl to them when it has had time to come fully into operation. 


Stock Exchange Notices, — Applications have been made 
to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to grant 
a quotation to:—Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd.—61,000 6 per cent. cumu- 
lative preference shares of £5 eacb, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 61,000, and 
£300,000 44 per cent. debenture stock And to allow the following 
securities to be quoted in the Official List:—Bath Electric Tram- 
ways, Ltd.— 59.394 5 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 
each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 59,394, and 75,606 preferred ordinary 
shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 75,001 to 150,606. The Com- 
mittee (1) appointed special settling days as under:—Wednesday, 
November llth.—Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation, Ltd.—40,0C0 “ City Undertaking " 4j per cent. cumu- 
lative preference shares (1903) of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 40,001 to 
80,000; London United Tramways (1901), Ltd.—Further issue of 
£206,000 4 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock; and ordered 
same to be quoted in the Official List. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening, 
Олти, the Bank of England advances its discount rate to 5 per 
cent., there are sure to be regular apprehensions of tighter money 
aseach Thursday comes round, and, perhaps, the best thing that 


can happen is for the Bank Rate to rise, thereby putting an end to 
the uncertainty. Business is hardly likely to be more restrained 
than it remains at present, and investment markets have practically 
abandoned hopes of better trade for the next few weeks. As things 
are, the New Year is the star upon which the Stock Exchange fixes 
its anticipatory gaze in regard to a general revival of public interest 
in the markets. 


Fortunately for itself, the Telegraph market has a feature of 
exceptional strength in the Anglo-American Telegraph Co.’s trio. 
The Ordinary stock is up 3 points, the Preferred 2, and the 
Deferred 1, this latter, of course, being much the heaviest advance, 
having regard to the proportion of prices. The rise is due to an 
idea that the dividend on the Deferred—the ‘'A”—stock may 
reach as much as 5s., as against one shilling paid last February. 
Besides this, it is pointed out that the company’s reserve fund has 
nearly reached the million pounds at which the market understands 
it will be allowed to rest, profits thereafter being diverted to the 
Deferred stock, instead of going to swell the reserve, as at present. 
There is, of course, nothing new in this, nor bas the company's 
business recently attained to such a volume as to make so sudden a 
rise in prices thereby justified. But the market happened to be 
short of stock when a few buyers came along, and it required little 
demand to advance the quotations materially. As though in 
defence of the jump, the dealers draw attention to the fact that 
Anglo "A" pays a dividend and yet stands much lower than such 
things as Chatham Ordinary, Little Trunks or Erie Common shares, 
none of which are likely to receive a distribution for years to 
come. 

Direct United States Cable shares have not sy mpathired with the 
rise in Anglo descriptions, but Submarine Cables Trust certificates 
have recovered the point they lost last week, while Globe Telegraph 
Ordinary and Preference are both a j easier. West India and 
Panama First Preference are 5s. better upon the dividend of 8s. per 
per share on account of arrears. 

Of the Eastern group, China” shares fell 10s. upon the issue of 
a report showing a decrease in takings and an advance in expendi- 


ture. That this would be the case was pretty well known in 


advance, but such pre-knowledge failed to save the price from fall- 
ing, although the Debenture stock bas gained a point. Eastern 
Telegraph Ordinary is down the same amount, sympathetically 
with the weakness in ' China" shares, but here, again, the Deben- 
ture stock has improved. А 

National Telephone Preferred at 101 is better, and Orientals ү, 
easier. 

The Sunderland District Electric Tramwaye, Ltd., appeals for 
E200, OC O in equal amounts of Ordinary and Preference shares, and 
£75,000 in 5 per cent. debentures, but no market bas been made in 
any of the issues up to the present. It may be pointed ont that the 
Electric Conversion Syndicate is to receive £12,500, payable as to 
£8,000 in cash, and £4,500 in cash or fally-paid shares, for 
guaranteeing a minimum share subscription of 150,000 shares, which 
is equal to about 83 per cent. Even if part of this commission 
should be paid in shares, the rate looks substantial enough in all 
conscience. 

In the Home Railway market, Waterloo and City stock bas fallen 
2 per cent. upon a sharp relapse in London and Soutr-Western 


‘issues due to an offer of both Ordinary and prior-charge securities 


at unpopular prices. Central London Ordinary is 2 down upon aslight 
pressure to sell. Butthe principal interest in this market revolves 
round Metropolitan Consolidated, which, in a market otherwise 
wesk, has been steadily bought upon the capital traffics, and the 
approach of electrification. The price has risen 2 to 84 since we last 
wrote, but the improvement has extended no helping band to 
Districts, which are lower at 31. New District 4 per cent. 
Debenture stock is offered to the public at par, and there is no 
premium on it in the market. 

Amongst the Electzicity Supply shares, Metropolitans at 174 have 
receded the fraction, the increase in the Progressive party in the 
Marylebone Borough Council being regarded with suspicion. 
London Electric Preference are down 4, and two or three of the 
Debentures have come on offer, with the consequence of point 
losees here and there. . 

Traction shares remain quietly firm, without much variation. 
Metropolitan Electric Trams are weak,and have been done at 
at 3s. 9d., while New General Traction Ordinary have dropped to 
the rubbish quotation of 0—4, the Preference being dull at 2. 
Potteries Ordinary wero bought on Tuesday at 9}, and the Pre- 
ference are about the same price. Cape Electrics have fallen still 
further to 2 middle, on the report to which we drew attention last 
week, Calcutta shares are Сї, and at 44 Anglo-Argentines keep 
steady. British Columbia Electric Railway Deferred is a point 
easier at 843, and British Electric Tractions are unaltered on the 
week. Oastner-Kellners have relapsed to 15e., the interim dividend 
on the Ordinary shares having been passed. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Present 2 Dividends for the last Closing ing 5 
n or ends for the w en 
NAM d. Quotations Quotations 
Issue, =з three years. Nov. 4th. Nov. llth, Nov. 11th, 
1920. 19231. 1902. 
67,100 | African Direot Telegraph, 4% Debs, Exo or. жш, Wn. Фа a is А 97 —108 99 —103 
95.000 | Amazon Telegraph "в shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 e. T š 10 as 5% s 24— 83 
119, 7007 Do. do. 5 % Debes., Nos. 1 to 1, 250 Red. аа ass et 100 5 70 — 80 70 — 80 
78,440 | Anglo-American Telegraph .. T Se 766 oe .. | Stock | 84% 61s 60/6 46 — 49 49 — 52 
B.105,590 Do. do. do. 6% Pref, x 2s Е е .. | Stock 6% % 6 [ы 91 — 98 93 — 95 
8, 106,580 Do. do. do. Deferred ee ee ee ee ee Btock бв. S l/- ii т, 73 ya М 
44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 14,000 Ra ea! tee “ий — D as b b 5% % 41— 5i 4 
18.883,80 $ | Commercial Cable e 8% | 8% 8 145 —155 145 —155 
1,941,209 Do. do. Bterling 600 year 496 Deb. Stock Red. .. .. | Stock Be ae vis 80 — 93 90 — 93 
16,000 Cuba 5 s és m s s s an 10 44% 4% 64% 7 — 8 7 — 8 
E rend Di po: ish T 10 % Pret. ee ГЕ es ee ee ae ee 10 4% 4% 4% 16 — Wr 16 TEN l 
; rect Span elegra " vs = aie #5 is se b 24— 24— 
6,000 Do. do, 10 €, Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee b ee ee ee 7 — 8 7 — 8 
80.000 Do. do. 43 Debs. ee oe ee . ee 80 ^v 98 —102 % 96 —100 
60,710 | Direct United States Cable .. | 9 8196 | 8% 31 10i— 103 103 — 103 
87.900 | Direct West India Cable, {4% Reg. Deb. within Nos. 1 to 1, 900, Red, | 100 = n s 99 —102 99 —102 
4.000.000 | Eastein Telegraph, Ord. Stock sè АР Sé es ..| Stock | 7% 7 9*6 7 96 123 —128 123 —127 
1,955,565 Do, 84 Pref. Stock es ге ee 100 ee ee ee 88 — +9 86 -— 89 
1,584,645 Do. 4 95 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ke .. | Stock 85 "s vt 104 —107 xd | 105 —108 
800,000 | Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telegraph "E: 10 7% | 796, 7 114— 12 l14— 12 
820,000: Do. 4 % Deb. Stock ee ee Stock ee es ee 195 —107 105 — 10 
900,000! Do. do. Reg. Mort. Debs: (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 | 95 Ө ne vs is —101% xd) 98 —101 % 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph and се гә T de ES 10 6196 5196 гә 15 a — 9 
10.049 Do. do. Ie dx vs e x 10 vx ae "n 12 — 124 — 18 
160,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenh 10 15% |16 % | 124% — 934 
17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph as г P 25 10 %° | 10 % 1096 x — 39 xd 86 — 39 
100, 000 | London Platino-Brazillan mop 6 * Debe" e 5e о. | 100 T .. z 98 —102 98 —102 
1,983,888 | National Telephone Б Pref. Stoc ea oe T T ..| 100 5 5 % 6 99 —101 100 —102 
1,983,667 Do. ee eo ee ee ee 100 ee ee 44 14 тт 76 74 TT 76 
15,000 Do. do. 83 2 9 Ist Pref. ee ee oe ee ee 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
18,000 J Do. do. 6 Cum. 9nd Pref. ee ee ee es ee 10 6 6 6 13 — 14 18 — 14 
@, 250,000 Do. do. 69% Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 950,000 .. .. 5 5 5 5 6— b 5— 6} 
000, O00 Do. do. 84 Deb. Stock Red, ee ee ee ee Btock 84 84 84 93 A 93 = 95 
RN 000 Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. ee vs 100 4 4 4 102 —104 102 —104 
179,313 | Oriental Telephone and Elec. Nos. 1 to 171.504, fully paid ais ee 1 6 6 6 4- 1 xd R— 13 
£0,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. we Ea 1 ps a2 sà 1— 13 "m 
100,000) | Pacific and European Teli 4% Guar. Debs., 1 to 1, 000 ax xs 100 m 25 83 97 —100 97 —100 
11,889 Reuter's oe se ee ee ee ee ve ee 8 5396 6% oe 64— 74 64— 7 
8,808 Submarine Cables Trust ae “s ET ja 2s d „ | Cert. Es i e 115 —120 116 —121 
63,000 | United River Plate Telephone „Er А E 5 7% 17% | 7% 6 6 
40,000 Do. do. Б 9% Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 .. b $5 - 8 — ў 5} 
179,941: Do. do. 5 % Debs, se ee ее ee ee Stock ee ee ee 104 —107 104 —107 
15,609 | Wost African Telegraph, Shares 10 is EY 2% 5— 6 5 — 6 
150.000! | West Coast of America, 4% Debs., 1to1, 500 guar. Љу Bras. Sub, Tel. | 100 " s 55 95 — 98 95 — 98 
967,990 | Western Telegraph, ; Ltd., Nos. 1 to 207, 080 в oe T 10 7 96 7 96 1% 14 — 124 12 — 124 
76,0002 Do. b Debs. 2nd series, 1908 ee ee ec 100 ee oe ee 100 —108 100 —103 
400,000 Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ae 98 —101 98 —101 
88,821 West India end Panama Telegraph. oe ee ee 10 i96 ee ee К H — à 
84,568 Do. do. do, 6 % Сит. lst Pref. eo ee 10 ee ee ee 6 — €1— a 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Ф Cum. 9nd Pref. ee ee 10 ees ee ee 84— 34 — 
80,000! 0 do. do. 6 Debe., Nos. 1 to 1, 800 ee 100 ee ee os 101 —101 101 c 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


ee Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. oe ee ee @e 10 „ә * эе 930 =a 895 
. a — 


23.000 is 
300.000 do. 6% lst Mort. Deb. Btook Red. Stock T T . — 89 T 
100,000 81 Electric Traction vx. Сак hi d 10 9% | 9% | 8% 114— 12 114— 12 114 1% 
100,000 | Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pret. e] 10 ^ Е. 2 11 — 114 11— 114 ni 114 

600,000 ; Do. do. 000 | Boon, | $ 10 —128 120 —123 wi | 1214 

100,000 | British Insulated and Helsby Cables EU М, IA, ды © 6 |15% |109% |10% 6j— 64 (— 6 68 58 

100,00) Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. > is ХА " 5 S А : 5}— 57 Б Р 
50,000 ро. do, 4j 96 lst Mort. Deb. Red.. е ee es e 100 es ee 102 —105 102 —1C5 
60.000 iBrowett, Lindley & Co., Ord. s s © А &1 8 Nil oe й— " А ee 
50,000 Do. do. 6 96 Cum. Pref, .. E as e 21 6 6 Ки 14/6 ю 16/ 14/6 to 15; ғ - 

105,781 Brush 'Eleotrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781. së s è 2 б Nil Nil — 

150,000 Do. do. Non-cum. 6 . Pref, .. gs 1 9 6 8 96 6% 12— 1 11— 1 i 

126,000. Do. do. HIS Dei p. Dı b. Stock a .. | Stock M 2 s 97 —100 97 —100 . ae 

7 125,000: Do. do. % Perp. 21d рер Stock .. .. | Stock e 85 — 90 85 — 90 га 
85.000 | Callender's Cable Construction shares 2 ; T ae А 5 16% 20 15 % 11 — 12 xd 114 — 124 11 à 
40.000 Do. do. do. 5 % Cum. Pret. s 6 s «s vs 51— 5i — 5 5} 
, 000! Do. do. do. 44% 1st Mait. Deb. Stock Rd. | Stock m iS 106 —110 106 —110 1'9 
1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. Steck d. oe P ze .. | Stock vs 4 4 Ф 95 — 98 3 — 96 954 Yik 
194,093 Do. do. 4% Prei, Stock. We.) es ee . Stock T 4 4 9) —102 99 —102 1004 994 
494,998 Do. до. Def. do. ee ee se ee ee Stock ee 4 4 5 99 — 1090 99 —102 
1,880,000 City and Bouth London Railway oe ee ae ee ee ee Stock 805 2 8} 51 — 58 6t — 53 52 504 
85,000 стюшйоп Со а ооо 5 i Pu i n E 8 8 7% 5% 11— 11 1— 2} T 
9, st Mort. Reg. De ol , = A. 

100,000. | | 801 to 11,000 of 50тей, . ө — се i 00755 MM о L is 
99,20] | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, “ A ” shares, £3 paid, 1 to 99,261 5 Nil ex 0— af 0— i a T 
17,139 Do. do. „A shares, 01—017,189.. os Nil es 14— 1— 2 

844,028: Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 100 j. $s we 72 — TI т? — т 74 784 

100,000: do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certs, all ра. 100 = Ar - 76 — 81 76 — 81 e» - 

112,100 slectrio x Construction, 1 to 112,100 oe sx i 9 6 96 6 96 6 96 1 12 14— 1i zi es 
81,890 Du, do. 7 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81, 890 a ee ee 9 zs de m 2 8 94— В zs E 
82 500i Do. do. 4 % Pcrp. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock T .. | Btock МА m as 97 —100 97 —100 - ee 
25,000 | General Electric Co. (1900), 5 Cum. Pre rt. 10 5% 5 | 5% 97 — 103 93— 10} ie | 

900.000 Do. do. Mort. Deb. es ee ee ee Stock в е * 2 ee 96 — 99 06 — 99 ee eo 
85.000 Henley's (W. T.) ‘Telegraph W ori Ord. .. T e "s s b 200% 20% | 20% li - 15 14 — 15 oe : 
85.000 Do. do. ог Pref. e ee es 5 44% ee es 5 "к" 53 5 ыз 54 5 
48.050 Do. do. 4d Hort. Bob. Stm. Sterk © й . 103 —112 108 —112 » | 
60,000 | [ndia-Rubber, Gutsa-Percha & Telegraph Works - es 10 10% 10 % 10 9% 134— 193 184 - 193 181? 183 

800,000! Do. do. do. 4 96 ist Mort. Deb. 100 ae Е 1 5 100 —108 100 —103 100 oe 
87,000 Liverpool ‘Overhead Railway, Ord. . T „ паа 10 8196 14% 14% 18— 44 11— 13 oe 
10,000 |+ 0. do. Pref, £10 paid as se oe - 10 is 54 ds 104 — 10j 10% — 103 = . 
87,850 pager е end 1 12 174% | 20 % | 2 % 81 — 37 84 — 87 853 314 

150,000 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. i 101,500 Red. 1939 | 100 m P E 100 —103 101 —104 | 

640,000; | Waterloo Сиу Railway, Ord. Stock ee ee oe ee | 100 8% 8% 34% 93 — 96 91 -- 94 9J 92 

1 Quotations on Liverpoc! Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. q From Manchester Share List. 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent. (September 8rd. 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


— лаа ааа А ала а аа жа ыа а ааа ааа ааа ааа аа ааа —————— —— — ay LU —— — —— C аан н 


Present Stock Dividends for the Closing Cl Business done 
NAME, or Quotations Quotations week ended 

: share. 130% three years. Nov. 4th. Nov. 11th. Nov. 11th, 1908. 

} 1900. | 1901. | 1902. Highest | Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Eleotrio Light, Ord... ..  .. 1 ee us is i- i L * 
190000 | B ВОИ Mise Light Sun Gra, vo 20000 з. | 10 6% | 8% | 8% тш; 110 — 10 йз » 

, rompton ens tric t Sup., + 1 to 20, 000 b 8 °° н 
90,000 Do. do. 7% Cum. Pre. 5 5 5 М: 10 — 1 10 — 10 [^ 10 
50,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricit y Supply ES ss bs 6 9% 10% 10 9 — 9 — oe 
28 Do an "gi быз , 9% диш. Pret са в 95 5 Еи d- k4— Б . eU 

U 0 ity п ertaking um. 0 oe ee ee ee - ft 

prete *Ch ls o: a ds Deb. 8 tock Red. ee ee eo 4 ee 100 T 'à j% 104 Ey 104 Hr 1013 1013 

; elsea Electricity Sapp у, va s at. cipe .6 4 4 54— 54— 5 . 

70.588 | City of London Electric Ligh na oni iod iio © ut ту ki 0 `% 30 ү — 103 ic 10 

" ty o ndon ө gas ting —110, oe oe b b = 

40,000 Do. 6 % Cum. Pret., 1 to ae 10 6 2 ee 13 — 14 f. — 14 133 13 
400,000: Do Deb. Steck г вопр. баа at 115) all paid .. es ee ee ee ee oe 122 —127 129 —197 . © ee 
800,000 43 2nd Deb. Stock v. d all paid. ..| 100 " m e 102 —105 102 —105 - os 

40,000 баши ol of London & Prush Fror. Electric Lighting, Ord. 1—40, 000. . 10 4% 4% 4% 7 a На isl zm 

90,000 Do. 6 45 кте 40 ,001—60,000. . 10 ee ee ee 11 1 11 11 oe 
400,000: Do. do ат D 7 ook oe . ee ee eo ee ae ee ee 107 —110 107 —1 10 108 oe 
0 15 Пе; bi 505 2nd P ae Ord Ge x 69 Se Е Бех та * . 55 99 ar xd 99 —102 25 - 

; undson's са . Shares ve © s 7 1 б6:— 64— e. +; 
80,000 ре 455 6 Com. Pref. oe ee ee ° о oe oe 6 =. xd 6 bignad 6 ost 65, 
141.000 | а Knightsbridge Elect CIR Her . P6 laste 193, 10 110 114 ml н 

; дара and Кр e, ee 1 oe aD 
90,000 Do. do. Debenture Stock Stock $a = e's 101 —104 101 —104 e. T 
110,000 London Electric Bu Лу . ted, Ord. » ae oe 8 ee ao ee 11— a 14— ее ый 

‚840 Ро. до. 6 Pref, b ee ee oe bi— b * * 
950,00 7 Do. do. 4 96 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock Si iè " 100 —103 98 —101 js 
100,000 | Metropolitan Eleotris Supply, 1 to 100,000 . 10 6% 64% 1% 174— 184 17 — 18 1% 

71,106 Do. do. 4496 Cum. Pret. 1-11, 106, £8 paid . 5 a Js s 4 4 4&— 43 > ae 
990,000: Do. do. lst Mort. Deb. Stock ee [EJ ee ee ee ee 110 —114 110 —114 oe ee 
250,000: Do. do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red ee ee Stock ee ee oe 97 —100 96 == 99 97} ee 

10,852 Notting Hill Blestric Lighting - T “a. we 10 7 6 6 124— 1 144— ud is ee 

40,000 St. James’ and Pall Mall Electrio Light, Отаг RA vs ex Уз 6 14$ 143 144 1 1 1 1 1411 - 

90,000 Do, do. do. 7 % Pref. 90,081 to 40,080 b es as RA 8 - 9 8— 9 $5 А 
150, 00C C Do. do. do. 84 Deb. Btock Red ee 100 ev ee ae 97 —100 97 —100 se ee 

12,000 | Smithfield Markets Electro Bupply, Ord. . Dr i b % ene 9496 5 — 84 8 — 33 К А 

50,000 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock ee ee Stock ee ee . 85 -—5 90 — = 853 851 

65,000 South London Bleotrici Supply, Ord, se oe oe ee ee 5 ee ee 1396 4 — 4 e- 

80,000 Urban Electric Ворріу, © we? eee “we ва E 6 с>» es bé 4 55 — 53 5 .. 
100 w me E ош © Cum. Pret, ee ee ee ee ee А МО 1 ee 19 96 1 — i M тт Е 1 121 

$ estmin r e 0 LA dy О. ee oe os ee ee 1 04% 2— TI 

25.141 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. .. zè T es 6 a% <a i в — 64 6— 83 61 T 

* Subject to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, November llth. 
, "s 
OHEMICALS, &o. F Cn METALS, &o. (continued). „ 
a Acid, Hydrochloric x .. per owt. 6% ws g Copper Sheet - T .. рег ton 473 ; 
@ » Nitrio ee oe ee ee per owt, 29/- ee 9 od. „ „ per ton £78 
a ТА Oxalic. ee oe ee per owt. 82/- ee e 99 (Electrolytic) Bars ee per ton £6! 
ay Bulphurlo T "T .. рег cwt. 5/6 m e 5 »n eets .. рег ton £77 
a Ammoniac, Bal per cwt, 42J- ss e " и Rod . per ton £69 
в Ammonia, Muriate ( (orystal) . per ton £88 10 Vs в 15 17 H.C. Wire per lb. 8:4. 
а s per ton £80 ae f Ebonite Rod . T vu .. per lb. 8/8 ie 
а Bleaching тает. i ә .. рег ton £4 10 SIS ii Sheet е .. рег lb. 8/- А 
а шие we Carbon . рег ton £15 v n German Silver wire .. per lb. 176 ©» 
а Во Фе ее ee per ton £18 ee А Gutta-percha fine ee ee ee per lb. | 8/- еге 
а Benzole 160 5% же S .. per gal. 1[- idi & India-rubber, Para fine. . per lb. 8/10 to 8,114 dec. 
a T ee .. per gal. 5/6 ša 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 ie 
a Copper du hat) ae ee .. рег ton 420 Vs $ ,, Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 49/10 4d. dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate os is .. per ton EN ee 4 , Forgin E 5 ќо size per ton From £11 ee 
a „ White Sugar 825 . рег ton £81 “з $ ,, Scrap, per ton 47/6 to 50j- we 
a uiie omen CO жш "P prn „о vx $ , Wire, ызаага No.8 .. per ton 27.6 T 
a Methy iri per gal. A si 
a Naphtha, Solvent (00% ati60 С). per gal. 56 їз g Lead, English Ingot — .. .. Per ton 6 211 10 2% deo. 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. ва. e g Sheet e es рег ton £18 "m 
@ „  Caustic (15/80%).. .. рег ton 224 ix m Manganin E n 2d 8% .. per lb. 8/- T 
а „ Bisulphate .. рег ton #85 КЕ g Mercury .. per bot. £8 76 TS 
a Bulphate of Magnesia ee .. рег ton £4 10 es d „ $5 » medium per lb. 9/6 to 8/9 e 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers  .. per ton £6 10 si d „ „ , .. per lb. 4j- to T we 
а „ Recovered ..  .. Per ton £5 10 s p Phosphor ойысы; per Ib. Ì/- to 1/33 рк 
a i Lump .. at .„ рег ton 25 ès > " rolled bars 8 per lb. 1/- to 1/8 
& Boda. Caustic (еше 10%) .. per ton £10 15 biz » strip&sheet per lb. From 1/1 s 
& LE] Crystals ° о oe per ton £8 ee 5 Platinum ee ee ee per OS. £4 ee 
a» Richromate, casks ee per lb, 24d. ae Bilicium Bronse Wire .. per 1b. 9d. to па. 9 
{ Steel, Magnet, aco’d’g to desc р' п рет боп £58 sé 
METALS, &о. 39 9 in bars ee se Vies ee 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £190 - g Tin, Bock. . porton 4130 1080, dee. 
b Ке Wire, in ton lots .. рег ton £168 ‘s g „ Foil .. per lb. a 
b Sheet, inton lots .. perton £166 ae n „„ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per lb. M1 ats 
p Babbitt's metal ingots . per ton £48 to £180 a p White Anti-friction Metals. Е 
e Brass (rolled metal 9" 00 12") basis per lb. | 7d. т: " White Ant" brand per ton #42 to £63 Б 
€ „ Tube (brazed) as .. per lb. 9а. © j Жагы Отеу Cotton, on ap la per lb. 8d. sè 
€ n » (solid drawn).. .. per lb. 744. - „ Glea. Flax. .. per lb. А oe 
e Wire, basis e" ee per lb. 11d. “ж їі » d ply 10 lbs. Russian .. per 1b. ee 
г Соррег Tubes (brazed) T ee per lb. 94. А „ 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. ae 
» (solid drawn) .. per lb. 92d. T j 180 Ibe. Jute rove per ton £11 vs 
: Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £73 2d k Zinc, Sh't (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per ton £23 15 Е 7 


Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; e Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & £ons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; / India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Bheskspeare; k Edward 1 ill & Co.: 4 Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; я P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronse Co., Ltd. 


i ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Week | Receipts Miles Week | Receipts for Miles 
Locality. ending the рио or | Total to date. open. Locality. ending | the week. Total to date. open. 
£ £* £ £* || * £* £ ё» | * 
Aberdeen «5 ee | Nov. 7 1.109 7291 29,559 + 4,90 10 — g (South Staffordshire ..| Oct. 90 10 n +283 | 89,522 | + 6,260 -3 
Бошава. SE ww чу 1 500 + 15 | 229,186 | + 9,119 i — 8 8 „ „„ n E pi : EU + 189 n 
urnemo ee ee -— — === ~ aunton.. ee ee е" 
Blackburn x M s — 125 + Semen .. .. „ 60 £27 — 80 | 14,009|+ £01 2 
Blackpool . „ 5 539 |— 5| 35,627|— 210 — m eston-super-Mare..| „ 28 89 — 7 65,503 — 498 +4 
Blackpool and Fleetwood| | 916 | + 11 19,365 — 125 7 — | E Wolverhampton Dist. „ 50 se2 | + 61 | 17,04 | + 7,47 100 +8 
Blackpool and Lytham .. | Oct. 31 $50 | +159 12,05 4 6,4388 — | — & | QWrexham -| » 30 12| — 4,850 — БАА Мек 
B d ss os .. | Nov. 8 | 1,607 | +118 | 59,970 | + 7,457 " F 3 noe Woollen Dist... n 1 : 191 E 62167 sagen Ву — 
oe oe ee TUE — — -— — ar iff L] d 
een wis ee "s $ 5 i En EDE 44,411 — 265 — d Спаса & "District Co. Nov. KE 12 оз +18,172 8:53, — 
Tisi o ee ee ee 7 2 = X — — == ver ee ез е ud * f mE 
Burnley els 7| 77 9% — — |7,|— | Dublin „„ 6 4601 | + 89 |100, 51 + 7,527, 463 | — 
Barnsley District) .. Oct. 30| 176 — | 7895| — 4|— | Е | East Ham .. .| „ 7 667 200 | 19,072 + БЫН B |+ 
Devonport e| „ 90] 456 | + 52 19.942 + 987| 5 — |$ Glasgow .. .. „ 7 | 18,719 | +1051 | 816,012 | £93,953. 66 1+ 
. Dadley—Stourbridge. . „ 30 821 | + 713.620 + 5,011 — |o Hull e. 5e e| o5 7| 1,899 | +177 | 60,118 | + 3.180; 113 03 
& Gateshead ә 30 937 | +102 , 84,054) + 50-6 | 1 1 23 Ilkeston .. - zi „ 4|- B — — 5 4 — 
. Gravesend — Northfleet e 300 435 | + 39 | 10,607 | + 1,018 — |3 Isie of Thanet... wall жу 1 В56 + 4| 81,94 | — 1,602 104 | — 
De RM пою E REC AES тш Oca Мы то e e | Sant йди ТЫП Ма | = 
ee ee а + D 7 + iverpoo ee ee en . ‚2: ә == 
k. Kidderminster.. ..| „ 30 10 — 7, 5608/4 175 ab — | Manchester.. Nov. 7 11.174 |+5910 318,807 | +229 180 4 — 
© Merthyr . ee ee [1] 30 203 + 24 8,625 — 145 8 — Newcastle oe ee ae ээ 7 3,54 + 454 === — я MELLE 
= Middleton se ee „ 90 2609 | + 10 14,091 + 1,739) 8& | — 8. , Portemouth ie | „ 7| 1,581 | +249 — - — | l4} | — 
. vul ode m 1550 + 2 2597 + 1,571| 8 |— 8 pee a 5% ee mus um z oe == | x "ms 
Peter roug ee eo © y — 57 — — — utham n ов e ” TEX — ЖЕР es 
zPooe  .. se „ 30 958 | + 14 | 18.160 4 1,981 4|- $ Bunderiand „ 8| 1,033 | + тї | 40,6851 + 2,08; 90 (48 
Potteries oe e| € 80] 1,891 | +1€9 | 08,066 | + 8,666 — Central London Railway 7 | 6,859 | —269 117.925 — 6,262| 6 | — 
нае н оаа e ee) SIS | rS EN 7 9 815 
. °‹ я ) — — — ‘ ө Ps = 
Southport E $ 47 19,999 ^ ROR 3 Juve rer] Oversh ad Rv. 1 4— OSA 
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


ON THE USE OF CAPACITIES AS MULTIPLIERS IN 
CONNECTION WITH ELECTROSTATIC 
VOLTMETERS ON ALTERNATING-CURRENT CIRCUITS. 


By Prof. E. W. Мавоналмт, D. Sc., and G. W. WoRBALL, B. Sc., 
Liverpool University. | 


(Abstract «f. paper read before Section A, September 15th, 1908.) 


Tax measurement of high potential differences necessitates the use 
of voltmeters more or less cumbrous and expenrive, since in all 
. electrostatic instruments there is a liability to sparking between the 
plater. High P.D.'s may, however, be measured by lower reading 
voltmeters in several ways. The only metbods hitherto adopted 
have been by the use of non-inductive resiatances connected in series 
with the voltmeter, either shunted or unshunted, and by the use of 
transformers. The first method becomes quite impracticable with 
hieh pres-ures on account of the large waste of power involved, 
while the latter method becomes equally cumbrous on account of 
the difficulties of insulation and the length of wire required in 
wiudi-g the apparatur. The experiments described below have 
been directed to the construction of a simple and easily made appa- 
ratus by which low-reading electrostatic voltmeters may be em- 
ployed on circuits of much higher tension. The voltmeters used 


Fia. 1. Кто. 2, 


were of the Kelvin multicellular and the Ayrton and Mather electro- - 


static types. The method of combining the voltmeter with the 
capacities is to connect a capacity in series with the voltmeter 
across the mains and shunt another capacity across the terminals of 
the voltmeter, the latter capacity being large compared with the 
capacity of the voltmeter. Fig 1 is a diagram of the connections. 
Consider two capacities connected in series across the maine. 


Let c, and c, be the values of the capacities in farads; 
RI and B, be their respective insulation resistances ; 
v; and v, be the respective р.р.'в between the terminals of 
the capacities ; 
и be the total Р р. between the mains. 


If the insolation resietances of the condensers are high, then 
Va €i 
| n aeo 
Also, if the insulation resistances are equal, that is, if 
Ri Сб. Ма Сү 


"bis will most probably be the case if the plates of both capa- 
cities are of the same size and the sheets of dielectric of the same 
ma'erial,size, and thickness, the difference in the values of the 


capacities being produced by using different numbers of sheets, ` 


since then both leakage currents through the material and those 
over the surface of the dielectric will be proportional to the number 
of plates forming the co-densers. If an electrostatic voltmeter 
therefore, be connected across the capacity c,, its reading baars a 


constant ratio t^ the P.D. between the mains, and by varying c; and 


оз any desired ratio may be obtained. Several advantager, such as 


Fic. 3. 


compactness and saving of material, are gained by forming the two 
capacities into a condenser, in which one of the two sets of plates 16 
itself divided into two groups, each group connected to ita own 
related main, one group to the voltmeter, and the voltmeter again 
to the undivided set, as in fig. 2. 

Two instruments have been consíructed up to the present on the 
principle described; one suitable for measuring р.р.'в up to 300 


volte on a 150-volt instrument, and having a ratio of j, and.the 
other suitable for P.p.'s up to 10,000 volte, having a ratio of . 
Fig. 3 is an illustration of these instruments. Fig. 4 is a diagram 
showing the arrangement of the low-tension instrument. This is 
formed of alternate sheets of mica and tinfoil of equal dimensions 
respectively, held together between strong plates of ebonite. Fig. 5 
is a diagram showing the arrangement of the bigh-tension instru- 
meat. This is similarly formed, except that copper-foil is sub- 
stituted for tinfoil, the dielectric varies in thickness directly with 
the tension, and the whole is clamped between brasa plates. The 


EE 


dielectric plates in the higher-tension portion are made larger than 
those in the lower-tension portion to avoid sparking over the sur- 
face, and the entire instrament is suspended in oil for the same 
reason. The accuracy of the apparatus made has been tested by 
careful experimente. The measuring instruments used were cali- 
brated at the time of the experiments by comparison with a Kelvin 
standard balance, and the P.D.’s for the high-tension instrument 
were obtained by means of a transformer of known ratio. This 
ratio was determined at a low PD., and found to be 55:42 and 
assumed constant; thus the actval voltage in all cases given below 
is that measured on the primary multiplied by 55`42. 


REsvLtTs OF EXPERIMENTS. 
Low- Tension Instrument. . 


Total p. p. Reading of Ra tio 
betwee. mains. voltmeter. E 
E va va 
139:9 эз vss 734 eee 1:906 
149 3 mm 85 777 s 1:921 
162:4 wen 88 851 "T 1:908 
1747 sia on 910 1 920 
185 9 “ee sa 97:2 1:912 
196:0 i 102:5 1:913 
2041 107 8 1:893 
High- Tension. Instrument. 
Total р.р. Reading of Ratio 
between mains. voltmeter. (9 
B Va va 
6,761 ee, + yeas 174 N 39 48 
7,426 Е inu 186 as or 39:02 
7,930 su sst 204 one 39 12 
8,534 А suis 213 rer ЕА 40°09 
9,089 er Wes 231 -— ae 3934 
9,643 $8 T $43 "P 39:68 
10,197 ivi ane 259 eu 39:75 
10,751 A ves 268 ski 40 11 
11,305 258 = 283 39°94 


The ratios given above in all cases differ by less than 1 per cent’ 
from their mean value, and in most cases agree much more closely 
Any variations that exist are well within the limite of experimental 
error. It is hoped that this device may be of considerable practical 
utility, not only in simplifying the construction of high-tension 
voltmeters, but in laboratory and experimental work, where it 
frequently bappens that measurements of potential have to be made 
with voltmeters, the best parts of whose scales are too low. The 


invention has been provisionally protected. 


In the discussion which followed, Prof. AyBTON said that the use 
of condensers in series with voltmeters was wellknown. It seemed 
to him that a second condenser of large capacity was unnecessary. 
What would arise due to the variation in capacity of the voltmeter 
was simply got over by calibration. 

Pre’. MABCHANT said they had tried the arrangement suggested by 
Prof, Ayrton, but the smaller the capacity, the higher the insulation 
resistance had to be ; therefore, if they used a smaller capacity, they 
had to get a much higher insulation. The second reason was, 
they wanted to use the instrument for low voltages as well as 
high. 

Mr. WoRRALL remarked that by the combination they had sug- 
gested one maker could turn the instruments out, and they could be 
used on other makers’ voltmeters. One had only to alter the scale 
and multiply by tbe numbers. Hence the very slight cost far more 
than compensated for the extra. cost and trouble of .calibrating the 
instrument. 

Prof. AvRTON thought the authors would facilitate an easy under- 
standing of the paper if they were to describe their device as 
putting two condensers of known ratio in series with one another 
and applying a low-reading electrostatic voltmeter across the ter- 
minals of the larger condenser, for then the method would be exactly 
analogous with dividing a resistance into two parts of known ratio, 


198 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol. 53. No. 1,355, Novawsen 13, 190. 


and putting an electrostatic voltmeter across the terminals of one, 
the terminals of one portion while the entire potential difference 
to be measured was maintained between the ends of the entire 
resistance. 


— ныт, свата 7 


” 


THE BERLIN LIGHTNING EXPRESS 
RAILWAY TESTS. 


THE experiments now in progress in connection with high-speed 
electric railway workirg in the vicinity of Berlin have naturally 
attracted considerable attention throughout the world, and it may, 
therefore, be interesting to make farther reference to the subject. 
It should first be stated that the incentive to the trials is attributed to 
Herr Wilhelm von Siemene, and hence to the Siemens & Halske Co. 
Indeed, the latter is said to have recognised early in the eighties 
that the employment of continuous current or of alternating current 
in conjunction with rectifiers would be commercially impracticable 
for railway working on account of the heavy cost of the conductors, 
and recourse was'consequently had to rotary currents for the 
experimental operation of a car at the Charlottenburg worke and a 
second car in the neighbourhood of Gross Lichterfeld in 1888. 
After numerous trials, a scheme was suggested for the establishment 
of а company to make experiments in high-speed working, and in 1900 
the “ Study " Co. for Express Electric Railways was formed with the 
assistance of the Siemens & Halske Co., the Allgemeine Elektricitüta 
Gesellschaft and others interested in the subject. The object of the 
company, which was to ascertain the possibilities of electric 
traction for main-line service, and to endeavour to attain a 
speed of 125 miles an hour, has been accomplished in a highly 


creditable manner. It should, however, not be overlooked that the 


ides of connecting together two distant towns by means of a high- 
speed electric railway is not new. It was suggested, in fact, as far 
back as 1891, on the occasion of the electrical exhibition at 
Frankfort-on-the- Maine, when a scheme was proposed for the con- 
struction of a high-speed electric railway between Vienna and Buda- 
Pesth, апд, as & remarkable coincidence, the speed contemplated 
for that line was 125 miles an hour, or the eame rate as subsequently 
рей by the German company which is now conducting the 

As far as the commencement of the experiments is concerned, it 
may be remembered that the Prussian State Railway Administration 
placed at the disposal of the Study Co. the military railway between 
Marienfeld and Zossen, near Berlin, the line being 141 miles long, 
and practically level, and only having two curves, which are of con- 
siderable radius. The early trials, which were made with two loco- 
motives, built respectively by the Siemens & Halske Co. and the 
Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, were successful in so far that 
а speed of 100 miles an hour was achieved by both locomotives. It 
was, however, found necessary to suspend the experiments as the 
po maneni way, as mentioned in the ErnzcrBicAL REviEw of 

ctober 2nd, 1903, was pounded to pieces, and further trials were 
out of the question. Since then the Prussian Government has had 
the line reconstructed at considerable expense, partly for the 
purpose of the electric railway teste, and partly for the trials which 
3 yet to be made of the capsbilities of improved types of steam 
"dae Some particulare of the heavier track, together with 

s laying down of guide rails, were given in the issue of this journal 
which has already been cited. In addition to having a new track 
it was considered advisable to make alterations in the locomotives, 
aud both of these bave been partially reconstructed, especially in 
regard to the bogie trucks. The work in this direction was carried 
out by the companies concerned, but the reconstruction of the 
Siemens locomotive was completed much earlier than that of the 
A.E G. locomotive, and this is the explaration for the trials being 
resumed by the former a few weeks in advance of th: latter. The 
following figures show recent performances of the cars :— 


SIEMENS LOCOMOTIVE. 


September 23rd ave 108 miles sn hour 


97 i: 26th ecc a ге 117 
October 23rd у. ш. 129 : 
A.E.d. LOCOMOTIVE. 
October 21st ... . T 106 miles an hour 
Т — Wu — xo. 1412 ~~ 
‘i 28th ... t - 7 13 


It is thought that even if a high speed electric railway should 
not be built in Germany, the results of the triala will exercise 
some influence upon the shaping of transpor'ation methods in that 
country, and at the same time largely increase the competitive 
capabilities of the German electrical engineering industry as a 
consequence of the actual fulfilment experimentally of the 
calculations and object set forth at the commencement. Herr J. 
Kollmann, who was one of the guests conveyed by the A. E. G. 
locomotive, when it made the record run, and attained a speed of 131 
miles an hour, states that the triale have shown that contrary to the 
assumption entertained hitherto, the resistance offered by the air to 
the train remains directly proportional to the square of the velocity 
even in the case of the highest speeds, and that it would, therefore, 
be possible for the train to attain the same high speeds, even when 
etrong winds were blowing. The A.E G. locomotive, which weighs 
93 tons, and is equipped with the Westinghouse brake, exhibited 


the undermentioned acceleration on the record journey accomplished 
on October 28th, after leaving Marienfeld en route for Zoesen:~ 


Distance run. Speed attained. 
3:10 miles € dk cii e 90 miles an hour. 
5'89 „ Vui m € .. 125 н 
850 „ ae ©: б . 131 „ 


The speed of 131 miles ап hour was maintained for 10 seconds, 
when the current was switched off and the brake brought into 
operation, the locomotive being at that moment 5:33 miles distant 
from Zossen, Shortly before reaching this terminal station s speed 


of 37 miles an hour was recorded, and this was quickly braked 


down. It is calculated that if, on switching off the current, the 
locomotive had not been braked, and the railway had been longer, 
the car would have travelled at least 21 miles on the level before 
coming to rest. The whole distance between Marienfeld and 
Zossen was traversed in eight minutes, this corresponding to an 
average speed of 108 miles an hour. As is tolerably well known, 
the operation of the locomotives is effected by means of three-phase 
currents supplied at 10,000 to 14,000 volts, and collected from over- 
head wires by means of bow or similarly shaped collectors. The 
consumption of power in the case of the AEG. locomotive on the 
record run amounted to no less than 2,300 xw. during the 
period of acceleration, whilet as much as 1,000 xw. was still 
required to maintain the locomotive at ita highest speed 
when this had once been reached. This shows, on the 
one hand, the enormous requirements of the locomotive before 
attaining its top speed ; and, on the other, the widely varying load 
placed upon the generating station for a single engine. It is pos- 
sible at the highest speed to distinguish tolerably well the district 
traversed and to observe the signals in clear weather, but the ques- 
tion as to the kind of electrical or acoustic signals for use in 
unfavourable weather does not appear to have been considered down 
tothe present time. 

' The trials, with the exception of one or two insignificant mishaps 
in connection with the supply of current, have been exceedingly 


. successful, but itisimprobablethatany attempts will be made to attain 


higher speeds than those which have already been accomplished by 
the two locomotives. In fact, it is considered that speeds of over 
100 miles an hour are of no value for practical railway working, and 
the further tests wil] therefore be restricted to about that rate in 
order to enable scientific observations and measurements to be 
taken so as to enable calculations to be made for the application of 
the results of the experiments in every-day service. Until these 
have been completed it would be advisable to accept with consider- 
able reserve the reports circulated respecting proposed high speed 
electric railways between Berlin'and Hamburg and between Berlin 
and other towns. Rumours of this character have been published 
at different times during the past year or so, but they have proved 
equally as unfounded as are the reports in circulation at the present 
time. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON LONDON 
LOCOMOTION. 


Tuis Commission resumed its sittings on the 6th inst. at the West- 
minster Palace Hotel, when evidence was given by Mr. W. E. Niley, 
architect to the London County Council He said that whe: the 
municipality of Paris began to scheme a system of direct co:un:u- 
nication for that city, it adopted as a basis of consideration the 
underground railways of the County of London. A unified and 
complete system bad been evolved and worked out in detail. "е 
system which formed the model for the Paris system was that u . b, 
to some extent, hampered the adoption of any ideal scheme ri 
London, viz, the inner and outer circles of the Metropolitau aad 
Metropolitan District lines. He suggested that an ideal scheme 
would be one giving circumferential lines at various distances apart, 
and crossing these diametrically by other lines running acroes the 
County, and joining the circumferential lines with the oentre 
points. The existing and authorised electrical systems, of which 
only the North-West London and City to Brixton tubes were not 
now in courae of construction, were made up of a series of irregular 
lines which, as at present arranged, did not constitute a unified 
system. In order to further improve the system, broad avences 
converging towards the central areas of the County were suggested, 
which would materially increase locomotive facilities. These 
avenues would provide for underground, as well as surface loco- 
motion. Tbe underground systems of all the diametrical lines 
both tube and shallow underground, might be looped at the outer 
ends, as in the Paris system, in order not to obstruct possible future 
extension. 

Dealing with the question of locomotion extensions outside the 


central area, witness said that the test of efficiency would be the 


conveyance of the working and business population, and, if this 
were accomplished, the requirements of those who travelled in the 
same direction during the less busy hours of the day, would be 
covered. The inadequacy of some of the existing railways to cope 
with suburban traffic was well known, and, amongst others which 
were badly overcrowded, might be mentioned the Great Eastern, 
the North London and the City and South London lines. In some 
cases that congestion could be remedied by the constraction of new 
lines: and in other cases by widening the existing lines. As a 
general principle he would suggest that passengers should be con- 
veyed from outlying districts by lines radiating from the central 
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area to the county boundary. Such lines might advantageously, 
where possible, be continued across the central areas in the direction 
of the opposite boundary, or ran into exchange stations at which 

sengers could conveniently continue their journey. Apart from 
its equipment, the City and South London line afforded an instance 
of a direct route toa central exchange point and of a line continued 


across the central area into the outlying zones. Mr. Riley gave a 


list of additional routes which were required. Great advantage 
would be obtained by additional communication between the 
districts north and south of the river, and to complete the system 
by connecting ove district with another, certain points on the 
various radial lines should be selected and locomotion services pro- 
vided between tbe points. The particular kind of connecting 
service, whether omnibus, tramway or railway, most suited to the 
necds of the various localities, would probably, he thought, form 
the subject of consideration by the tribunal which might be estab- 
lished, and by the L.C.C. as the tramway authority. Deep level 
tubes should only be constructed where street traffic rendered it 
impossible to construct shallow underground railways or surface 
tramways. Connections should be made between tramways, which 
at present terminated near the county boundary, with other systems 
just beyond the county. With reference to tramways in the main 
thoroughfares, the accelerated speed obtained by the introduction 
of elcctric motive power, and the greater carrying capacity of the 
cars, would induce greater numbers to travel by tramway, to the 
diminution of the horse omnibuses and to the corresponding 
relief in congested roadways in certain directions. The popularity 
of the system would also add to the number of cars, and, probably, 
marshal the traffic in crowded and narrow thoroughfares, and might 
neces‘ itate expensive street widenings. 

Witness then explained a scheme for the construction of broad 


avenues in various parts of London for the purpose of providing 


relief to the rapidly increasing street traffic. He remarked that the 
lines cf such new thoroughfares would have to be chosen so as to 
pass through inexpensive property, and be believed that by 
acquiring sufficient property on both frontages and providing for 
surface tramways and shallow tubes, a return would be obtained for 
the necessarily heavy outlay which these avenues would cost the 
ratepayers.— The Commission adjourned. 


EDUCATION AND SCIENCE. 


Pror. ARMSTRONG, one of our chief organic chemists, and one of our 
most distinguished teachers of chemistry, has ccntributed to the 
current issue of the Quarterly Keview an article somewhat on the 
lines of Sir William Ramsay's recent letter to the Times, and Sir 
Norman Lockyer's address to the British Association. Beyond 
quoting two of Dr. Armstrong's sentences, which are virtually the 
texts of his argument, we do not propose to paraphrase his article, 
leaving it to be read in the original; but, to indicate his standpoint, 
we give those sentences: “Our failure is due to the fact that our 
manufacturers, though business men, so-called, know nothing of 
science, and have no sympathy with it." “The so-called business 
man is out of his depth in our country at the present day," the 
reason for this being our “ defective system of general and secondary 
education, including university training." 

The plain fact of the whole matter is that, if the overwhelming 
majority of our fellow countrymen are ignorant of what is meant by 
“science,” they are equally ignorant of what is meant by “ educa- 
tion." The average citizen brings children into the world, and if 
he earns enough to keep them and send them to school, he considers 
that he has done his whole duty by them. Thus he leaves the 
schoolmaster to fulfil duties which he and his wife ought to under- 
take—duties which even the most efficient schoolmaster cannot 
perform во efficiently as intelligent and honourable parente, living 
their daily lives at home under the children's eyes. The wife of the 
middle-class household considers the elementary school as а labour- 
saving device, its staff as & combination between playmates and 
nursemaids ; the husband views it as a deputy father, whose function 
it is to inculcate truthfulness, obedience, and all the rest of the 
necessary domestic and social virtues. A few years later he regards 
the primary school as a place where children shall be taught calis- 
thenics to improve their general health, and a few specialised 
“ subjects,” a superficial facility in which may enable the youths to 
earn a living. To some extent the schoolmaster is to blame for 
accepting the position thus thrust upon him; but even if he were, 
or believed himself to be, capable of performing these duties 
efficiently, he is undoubtedly to blame for not pointing out that 
this is not education, but a mere waste of that time which he might 
otherwise devote to educational processes. 

What, then, is education ? According to Prof. Armstrong, it is 
the manufacture of intelligence." In that extremely suggestive 
book published a short time ago entitled “Mankind in the 
Making,” Mr. Н. G. Wells defines the “business of the school " as 
a “widening of tbe range of intercourse." The ideal schoolmaster 
is not wanted to develop & boy's muscles or his social, moral, or 
religious character; not even to peck into his brain facte, figures or 
“ subjects," but to stimulate the curiosity latent in every child into 
a thirst for knowledge, to encourage in him a love of reading and 
original investigation, and to help him to attain a power of 
discrimination between what is good and what is bad in intellectual 
matters. It is of no particular value fora boy to be taught that 
Charles I. was beheaded in 1649, and that William III. came to the 
throne in 1689; but a clear presentation of (or an indication of the 
most trustworthy books explaining) the causes and effects of the two 
depositions of the Stuart monarchs teaches much. A bald statement of 
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the fact that 1:1837 grammes of cupric copper is deposited elec- 
trolytically by a current of 1 ampere in 1 hour is a waste of time if 
forgotten, and & useless encumbrance of the brain if remembered ; 
but an explanation of the relationships existing between the laws 
of thermo-chemistry and electro-chemistry, of which that fact is 
one example, is valuable. 

Many improvements bavo been effected of late years—at least, in 
the department of elementary education—although, ag Prof. Arm- 
strong says—men who have control of education have little or no 
expert knowledge of the subject. Mr. Wells says that only 
elementary schoolmasters know how to teach. It may be so; and 
vet the Board School boy, free as a young person" under the 
Factory Acts, who, fully remembering that 28 lbs. make 1 quarter, 
and 4 quarters make 1 cwt., could not deduce the number of lbs. in 
1 cwt., is only typical Moreover, he is taught to read, and he 
reads voraciously—not good books of information, adventure or real 
wit and humour, but the futile “ penny-dreadfals” of to-day, and 
the so-called comics," at which he is never seen to laugh. The 
truth of the matter is that he has not been taught his mother 
tongue, the large vocabulary of good authora is outside his ken, and 
simple grammar is beyond him.* 

We have spoken of elementary education only, but its phenomena 
are reproduced in all the stages of our educational processes. 
Throughout, facts tend to be taught instead of principles, 
“ subjecta ” instead of methods of studying subjects; arrears Кош 
the previous stage have to be overtaken, and time is also wasted in 
dealing with wholly extraneous matter. Mr. Wells's vein of satire 
leads him to вау that our universities are only just discovering the 
printed book, for they lecture on subjects that might be better 
understood by properly-directed reading. 

Every time some process new to our commercial men becomes a 
matter of industrial interest, those who are bebind the scenes see 
repeated the same inevitable cycle of operations. Each manu- 
facturer thinks he has got hold of something absolutely novel, for, 
possibly, he has looked into the practical books written by 
practical men" in our language, and found nothing therein. He 
does not understand, or is not willing to admit, that the principles 
underlying the new process are almost identical with those which 
govern other processes. He will not seek men of “science” to 
inquire how far they can advise him by the aid of their general 
knowledge of principles—understanding nothing of the subject him- 
self, he fancies everybody equally ignorant. As a rule, he will 
not even pay men of trained intelligence to make investigations for 
him; but prefers to do his pitifal experimenting himself in strict 
secrecy, knowing neither how to experiment nor how to read the 
results he gets. After some three or four years’ more or less 
irrelevant work; after, it may well be, some public failures which 
have brought his industry into disrepute, he succeeds in establish- 
ing a rale-of-thumb method of procedure based, albeit unwittingly, 
upon laws understood in the laboratory before he entered upon the 
trade. Others, however, have been experimenting too, perbaps 
under better guidance and more successfully ; but he is unaware of 
this, and so he considers and proclaims himeelf the only authority 
or sole maker of trustworthy plant. He has squandered much 
time and money, which would not matter so much if his rivals were 
allof the same nation; but not baving engaged highly-trained 
assistants, and having only a narrow “range of intercourse ” of his 
own, he has prevented men of science from putting their knowledge 
to the service of the country, and he has not even been able to study 
the advances that have been made abroad. It astonishes him much 
to learn three years after date that what he has painfully discovered 
has already been laid down by a contemned “expert ; " and it sur- 
prises him still more to read that the whole industry is in a much 
more advanced state in a foreign country than in the land where 
he views himself as a world-wide “ pioneer.” 


— л 


THE PEAT FUEL PROBLEM. 


ACCORDING to statistics, there are 2,830,000 acres of 
peat bog in Ireland, of which area the red bog 
occupies 1,576,000 acres, and has a depth of 25 ft. 
An engineer who has studied the question assumes, in 
round numbers, 1 million acres 40 ft. in depth, and 
having dried out some peat samples, states that there might 
be garnered 20 million tons of dry fuel for 400 years. If 
Ireland were sunk under a heavy load of sand and dirt, no 
doubt this peat would become coal; but it is necessary for 
Ireland’s development that something should be done to-day 
rather than that a few millions of years should be allowed to 
roll on, which the geological tortoise would require. 

Peat is a substance that is hard to dry. It soon dries 
superficially, but the inner part of only a 6 in. cube dries out 
very slowly even in a hot oven. To prepare peat for fuel, 
it appears necessary to disintegrate it and dry it. In the 
electrical process, of which an exposition was given at the 
works of Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, at Charlton, on Thurs- 


* In one of the London parks may be seen a printed L.0.0 
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day last week, the peat is placed in centrifugal drivers, wbich 
drive out, it is said, most of the 80 per cent. of water which 
exists in the peat. Electrodes are inserted, to which current 
is supplied from а dynamo, the peat mass completing the 
circuit, and its conductivity being assured by the addition of 
certain chemicals. The resulting mass is then placed in a 
machine like в dough mixer, in which, by means of the 
revolving blades, it is rolled and kneaded into a plastic 
condition, after which it is passed on to a briquette machine. 

The effect of the electrical treatment is claimed—erro- 
neously, we think—to differ from ordinary heat application 
in that it ruptures the cellular fibre and helps to final 
consolidation. In the description of the process which was 
handed round in print, we were given to understand, though 
the language are very ambiguous, that this electrical heat 
dried out the peat. 

We were too distant to hear Mr. Carmichel’s speech, but 
were informed that he did not stand by this claim, but con- 
fined himself to claiming a rupturing of the cellular tiseue 
by the electrolytic action. We endeavoured to elicit from 
him how many units of electricity were required per pound 
or per ton, but we were unable to secure this information ; 
Mr. Carmichel suddenly left us in the middie of our 
questioning, and all we were subsequently able to ferret out 
was that current at 200 volts averaging 100 amperes for 
20 minutes—it commenced at 280 amperes—was passed 
through a very small quantity of peat in the centrifugal 
cylinder. | 

The mechanical apparatus which we saw was purely experi- 
mental, and therefore we find no fault with it. We believe 
that peat is only to be dried econcmically by centrifugal 
machines, and that while the peripheral speed of a 4 ft. 6 in. 


machine at 1,000 revolutions may produce dryness, it is ' 
hopeless to expect a good result from a 2 ft. 6 in. cylinder at 


only 800 revolutions, ав was seen. | 

But this we pass by. It must, however, in fairness 
to the possibly inveeting public, be pointed out that one unit 
of electricity cannot generate more than 8,410 heat unite 
when passed through wet or damp peat, and that probably 
any rupturing effect is small or purely imaginative. To 
produce one unit of electricity requires 3 Ibs. of good coal or 
a potential calorific power of 45,000 B. Th. U., or thirteenfold 
the heat potential of the electrical energy it generates. Even 
if there is more in electrical peat than in electric sugar, we 
very seriously doubt the value: of any process of peat treat- 
ment which involves во heavy an expense as must be incurred 
in generating so much electricity for so small a product of 

at. 

The demonstration was no real demonstration at all, for 
there were. no figures given. Little damp briquettes 
were brought from somewhere and handed round. How 
are the briquettes to be dried? The only principle of 
value was the centrifugal drying, which is not new. We 
cannot afford to place any value on the electrical process, and 
nothing was seen to induce au engineer to suspect that it 
has any value. 

Assuming that peat contains 80 per cent. of water as stated, 
and we have known it even wetter than this, it is essential 
to dry it mechanically, and on this score it seems to us to 
make very little difference whether the fresh peat is only half 
water or is nine-tenths water, for it is the last of the water 
which clings. The bulk can be rolled out or driven off 
centrifugally. s 

The one essential to the success of the peat fuel industry 
is, however, the economical gathering of it. The present 
system of harvesting peat is most crude. It consists in 
cutting it by a special tool like a fenman’s spit. The soppy 
peats are piled in low openwork heaps to stiffen and dry in 
sun and air. They are then carried home in creels by asses, 
children, old men and women, and are stacked and thatched. 
As an industrial process this procedure is impossible, and 
tbe success of Ireland's peat industry cannot be assured until 
ae о of harvesting are placed on a sound mechanical 

asis. 

We believe that as much technical success would attend 
the process shown us if the peat were heated by steam 
or by direct furnace gases as by the wasteful electrical 
process. It would be a pity for this electrical pro- 
cees to be put forward and prove, as we think it must 
prove, а failure. Ireland has already suffered much from 
badly-considered inventions. The peat industry has been 


kept back by the paltry, inefficient and unecientific methods 
so far employed. On the face of it, does this electrical 
process appeal to common sense? One unit of electricity is 
said to electrolyse water to form 166°6 litres of hydrogen, or 
0:015 kgm. per unit, representing 0:185 kgm. or nearly 0°3 lb. 
of water. It is not reasonable to ask belief of the extensive 
electrolytic effect of any reasonable amount of electricity, 
costing several pounds of dry peat fuel to produce it even 
by gas producers and gas engines. 

The demonstration was attended by a very great crowd of 
pressmen generally. Everything was too crowded. It would 
appeal to engineers far more to have a test in the presence of 
а dozen technical men with absolute figures of cost, &c. 
We were finally informed that a plant is to be erected in 
Ireland immediately. 

Three of the sample briquettes already partly dried we 
found to dry out nearly 10 per cent. in an ordinary 
living room in 60 hours, They were then hung in tape for 
8 hours before a small fire, and showed a total loss of 
20 to 26 per cent., with every appearance of drying out 
finally to about half their original weight. 

We understand that Mesers. Johnson & Phillips have no 
interest in this process, their works being merely used for the 
purpose of the demonstration, 


NOTES ON THE THEORY OF 
PARALLEL RUNNING OF SYNCHRONOUS 
MACHINERY. 


Bx H. €. LEAKE, A. M. l. O.. 


THE paper entitled The Parallel Working of Alternators,” 
read before the British Association by Mr. B. Hopkinson, an 
abstract of which is given in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
October 9th, contains а very clear exposition of whut m+y 
be termed modern views on the tbeory of parallel rannn y 
as contrasted with the treatment given in many text-bookr, 
papers, and articles of recent yeare. The paper containr, 
however, one case of unfortunate choice of wording which 1 
cannot but think is an oversight, but which is liable to mit- 
lead anyone not closely acquainted with the subject. Mr. 
Hopkinson states that the practical rule adopted by designe: в 
is *that the angular displacement of the machine in a revc- 
lution when running unloaded a8 compared with an uniformly 
revolving wheel shall not exceed a certain fraction of the 
angular pitch of the poler.” I would suggest to Mr. Hop- 
kinson that to bring this statement into accordance with 
ordinary practice, the word **unloaded" onght to te 
changed into “at any load," and, further, that it should be 
explained that when calculating the angular displacement of 
a given engine, it is invariably assumed that the torque of 
the load is constant throughout the revolution, i. e., the 
assumed load is of a very different nature to the load the 
engine will have to work against in practice. A similar 
misuse of the word unloaded” occurs also a little later on 
in the paper. 4 | 

Мг. Hopkinson’s remarks on what I will follow him in 
referring to as the “ practical rule" are not, in my opinion, 
sufficiently strong. In an article which I copt-ibuted to the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW for April, 1902, I showed, by means of a 
diagram, that the fluctuation in rate of flow of energy due to 
an uneven turning moment was by no means limited to any 
particular value by following е ** practical rule," and I came 
to the conclusion that this rule ought to be discarded entirely, 
and that, in place of this, attention shonld be directed to the 
amount of fluctuation iu rate of flow of energy when the set 
was working under ideal conditions as regards bus-bar poten- 
tial difference. Ia order to carry out this method of design 
practically, it would be necessary to have at hand numerical 
data of machines of a sort which, as far as I know, have not 
yet been published. In the article referred to above, I gave 
a set of curves which, if determined experimentally for any 
particular synchronous machine, will yield the data required 
for this method of treating a certain class of parallel ruuning 
problems. Unfortunately, to obtain such data from the 
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large machines which are in common use now is a matter 
attended with considerable difficulties ; but there can be, I 
think, little doubt bat that some such data will be in general 
use some day, and will receive from those who buy or 
construct synchronous machinery as careful consideration as 
is given to data relating to efficiency, regulation, &c. 

It is, of course, a matter of common knowledge that satis- 
factory operation, from the practical point of view, has been 
obtained on many large plante designed in accordance with the 
“ practical rule," but this is no proof that the rule is correct. 
Sacoess in such cases must be ascribed rather to good fortune 
and to untiring effort on the part of those operating the plant 
than to accurate predetermination and rational design from 
the point of view of parallel running. 

If further arguments against the “practical rule" are 
necessary, it may be noted that there have been signs 
recently of & reaction from the use of excessively heavy fly- 
wheels, which probably implies that the * practical rule” 
has been found wanting. Indeed, I think that anyone who 
takes into consideration the experience gained ‘during the 
last 10 years in the way of parallel running with all sorte of 
engines and at periodicities varying between 25 and 100, 
must coms to the conclusion that the “ practical rule does 
not furnish us with a correct method for comparing the 
parallel ranning qualities of different engines. 

It should not be forgotten that the so-called ** practical 
rule " was originally derived from theoretical considerations 
and not from practical experience, and there should perhaps 
on this account be less hesitation felt in throwing it over- 
board to rejoin the reversing field theory of commutation 
and other relics of earlier days. 

` І may also refer here to another point connected with 
parallel running, which is not dealt with by Mr. Hopkinson, 
viz., the question of frequency. To fix our ideas, let us 
suppose that a manufacturer has supplied crtain engines 
for a power scheme at 25 periods, and that the parallel 
running with these engines is found to be all that could be 
desired. If now he desires to use the same type and size of 
engine on another power scheme similar to the former, except 
that- the periods are 50, he will, if he adopts the practical 
rule as a guide, be obliged to approximately double the 
weight of his fly-wheel, as it will call for double the moment 
of inertia in the rotating parts. I believe that there is at 
present no valid theoretical reason for considering that the 
parallel ranning of engines is facilitated by low frequency, 
and, therefore, there is no reason why the manufacturer 
should not use the same fly-wheel in both cases. I do not 
think that practical experience can be said to clearly favour 
low frequency either. 

An expression of the opinion of others on the above point 
would be of interest. Of course, tbe question of low 
frequency in relation to rotaries must not be allowed to 
confuse the issue. There are well-known reasons unconnected 
with mere synchronous running why a low frequency is 
preferable for these machines. 

The above remarks on frequency are in reference to the 
effect of uneven turning moment of the prime movers, and 
not to the question of free oscillations, and; ss Mr. 
Hopkinson has devoted so much attention to the latter 
subject, it would be interesting if he would give his views on 
the subject of frequency in ita relation to the stability of free 
oscillations of synchronous machines. 

When hunting is referred to in papers and articles dealing 
with the question of parallel running, it is often a matter of 
some difficulty to be sure as to exactly what sort of hunting 
is being alluded to. There appears to be some confusion as 
to the nature of the different classes of hunting which are 
possible, and it may, therefore, be worth while to briefly 
enumerate them. No doubt in practice the different classes 
may occur irregularly and simultaneously, and a sharp 
distinction cannot always be so readily drawn. 
` As indicators of the magnitude and nature of the oscilla- 
tions going on in a circuit, the ordinary switchboard instru- 
ments are useless, on account of their sluggishness and large 
natural period. The instrument for this purpose is the 
oscillograph, and most fascinating it is to watch the working 
of a machine by its means. The writer thinks that, in the 
сазе of a large power station employing current and potential 
transformers on ite switchboard, it would- be quite worth 
while to fit up close to the switchboard a permanent oscillo- 
graph room. Small wires connecting the various current 
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and potential transformers with this room would enable the 
oscillograph to be readily switched on to any generator or 
feeder, and it is probable that ruch facilities would prove 
of considerable value in the operation of a system. 

All cases of hunting of asynchronous machine can be 
classified under the following beads :— 

1. Forced oscillations, 

2. Free (or natural) oscillations, 

8. Oscillations due to governor effects. 

The first class covers the oscillations set up by any dieturb- 
ance, the period of which bears a fixed ratio to the period of 
alternation of the system. Such disturbances are the cyclical 
fluctuation of turning moment of a reciprocating prime 
mover, and the fluctuation of turning moment of a steam 
turbine when the steam is admitted in puffa, the duration of 
which is controlled by the governor. In the case of a syn- 
chronous motor such a disturbance may be found in the pul- 
sation of periodicity at its terminals due to the above causes, 

The peculiarity of this class of oscillation is that the mag- 
nitude of the oscillations is not determined only by the mag- 
nitude of the initial disturbance, but the time period of this 
disturbance is of equal importance. The phenomenon of 
resonance can also show itself. Ina case I met with where 
two engines could never be got to run in parallel, it was 
found by calculation that the conditions for resonance must 
have been approximately fulfilled. 

Such forced oscillations always exist, although in most 
cases they may not be of practical importance, except in so 
far as they involve a loss of energy of an unknown extent. 
It is not unusual to see every instrament on the switchboards 
(both А.О, and D.C.) of synchronous sub-stations slightly 
oscillating in time with tbe revolution of the e:gines, 
although the effect may be so small as not to be distinguished 
on lamps on either А.С. or D.C. sides. The oscillograph shows 
that an astonishing amount of periodic fluctuation of current 
on the a.c. side is not inconsistent with satisfactory operation. 

Periodic fluctuation in the turning moment of steam 
turbines has been mentioned above. This із a point in con- 
nection with these prime movers (of the type chiefly in use) 
which is frequently overlooked, as it is often stated that they 
possess a perfectly even turning moment. It is worth 
noting, however, in this connection, that, according to a 
patent recently issued to the Hon. C. A. Parsons and Mr. 
Swinburne,” it is found important for good parallel running 
that the puffs of steam shall be coincident in turbines run- 
ing in parallel, and further, that if there are reciprocating 
engines also, the puffs of steam in the turbines shall be coin- 
cident with maximum efforts of the cranks of the recipro- 
cating engines. Of course, one advantage inherent in the 
turbine is that the period of the impulse can be easily varied. 

The second class of oscillations are those set up by a 
sudden change of conditions, such as a sudden change of 
load, or а bad synchronise when switching in a new machine. 
Anyone who has spent much timein the sub-stations on large 
polyphase systems must have met with very audible evidence 
of these free oscillations, But they are not always noticeable 
when it would seem that they ought to be. As an example 
of this, a case may be mentioned where a 250-kw. 
motor-generator was constantly put on circuit 120° out 
of phase owing to a mistake in the synchronising 
connections, bat although the machine audibly expostu- 
lated in a vigorous manner, one could not hear in the 
sound the least indication of oscillations. Presumably there 
really were a few oscillations, but the period was short and 
the damping great, so that the ear could not separate them. 

Until recently it was comforting to think that such oscil- 
lations whenever started must soon die out, just as a dis- 
turbed pendulum will come to rest, and hence that they 
could not be of much practical importance, but Mr. 
Hopkinson, and also Mr. Steinmetz, have demonstrated that 
this is not so, but that if free oscillations are once started, it 
is possible that their amplitude may continuously increase 
until the running becomes impossible. This phenomenon ів, 
of course, quite distinct from that of resonance. It is im- 
portant to noticethat oscillationg of this class are absolutely 
independent of the type of prime mover, and may occur 
wheu the turning momenta of the prime moveis are per- 
fectly free from fluctuation. 

As regards the third class of oscillations this is perhaps 
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the most complex part of the subject, and one that is very 
difficult to deal with briefly in a general manner. 

The hunting due to governor effects may be of the nature 
of either forced or free oscillations. For instance, if the 
governor is in periodic motion during and in time with the 
revolution, it may affect the proportion between the cylinder 
pressures in the two strokes of the revolution, and thus by 
altering the cyclical turning moment curve it may set up 
forced oscillations, Or, if the governor mechanism itself is 


executing free oscillations on its own account quite inde- . 


pendent of the time of revolution of the prime mover, it may 
introduce а component of the same period into the turning 
moment of the prime mover, and thus set up oscillations of 
syncbronous machines which are properly described as 
forced, although they have their origin in the free orcil- 
lations of the governor mechanism. | 
, Oscillations due to governor effects, however, more often 
depend on an action of a different sort. The combination of 
а prime mover, a heavy fly-wheel, and a governor, working 
on a steady non-synchronous lcad, form a mechanical systcm 
possessing a natural period of oscillation of speed long in 
comparison with the time of revolution; ard these oscilla- 
tions, if set up, sometimes eventually die out, and sometimes 
do nct. These oscillations, which are easily set up by 
sudden change of load as when testing governors, аге of the 
nature of free oscillations cf a very complicated nature, and, 
as far as I know, have not been treated theoretically, though 
I believe it is not in general impossible to predetermine 
their approximate period in a steam engine. The size of 
the fly-wheel, the time taken by the steam to pass through 
the engine, and the exact method of governing are important 
factors in the case. 

When engines are running on synchronous systems such 
oscillations also take place, but it must not be supposed that 
the period is necessarily the same as when running on a non- 
synchronous load, as the conditions are so very different for 
the engine. Indeed, it is not improbable that the new 
conditions introduced by the synchronous system may some- 
times render it more likely for oscillations of this nature to 
show themselves, | 

While it is very useful for theoretical purposes to assume 
that the potential difference of a system is constant both in 
amplitude and periodicity, and to calculate natural pericds 
of machines on this assumption, yet it must not be forgotten 
that in practice the amplitude and periodicity of the potential 
difference will probably fluctuate periodically to some extent, 
and that this may make a great difference in the fluctuation 
of flow of energy resulting from a fluctuation of turning 
moment. Suppose, for instance, that the system consists of 
a gererator whose natural period is 4 second driving a 
synchronous motor whose natural period is } second, and 
that the period of fluctuation of the turning moment of the 
prime mover is approximately 4 seccnd. At first sight it 
might appear that the conditions for resonant oscillstions 
of the generator as previously described are here fulfilled, 
but further consideration shows that such oscillations cannot 
take place in this case, since there is nowhere in the system 
for the large fluctuation of the current of the generator to 
be taken up, as the motor will respond but slightly, to a 
disturbance whose pericd is so different from its own natural 
period. What must happen, therefore, is that a periodic 
fluctuation (of same period as the turning moment) will be 
set up in the amplitude and periodicity of the potential 
difference of the system such that the fluctuations of current 
of generator and motor balance one another, and this result is 
not, of course, necessarily inconsistent with sufficiently 
satisfactory operation in practice. If, however, this same 
generator and prime mover were running in parallel with 
plant of many times its own capacity, it is safe to say that 
its ranning would be very bad, if not impossible. 

A distinction may be drawr between the natural period of 
oscillation of a system and that of a single machine. In the 
previous example, the natural period of the system consisting 
of generator and motor would ke intermediate between 4 and 
l second. 

Complete theoretical treatment of the complicated systems 
of actual practice is, of course, imposzible, but considerable 
insight and information may be attained by studying them 
on the lines of the modern theory of synchronous running. 
This will, at least, ensure that the important matters of 
periodicity and weight of rotating parts have their influence 


properly reckoned. As in most cases of oscillatory motion, 
the calculations strictly apply only when the oscillations aie 
of small amplitude. | 7 
Periodic fluctuation in the amplitude and periodicity «f 
the potential difference of a system due to the use of prime 
movers with ureven turning moment has been referred to 
above. A glance at the voltmeter is often sufficient to show 
that periodic fluctuation in the amplitude exists. The 
writer some time ago endeavoured, by means of the oscillo- 
grapb, to obtain direct evidence of fluctuation in the 
periodicity on a large polyphase system driven by slow- 
speed reciprocating engines. The oscillcgraph used іп 
the ordinary way will not show such fluctuation, so the 
oscillograph motor was run from an independent and 
perfectly steady source, while the strips were connected with 
the bus-bar potential difference in the usual way. A pro- 
cession of potential difference curves was thus secn crossing 
the screen, which, by closely adjusting the speed of the 
oscillograph motor, finally became stationary. Prriodic 
fluctuation of the periodicity would have shown itself as an 
oscillation of this curve to and fro sideways, but no sign of 
such motion could be detected. All that was noticed was a 
slight periodic change in the shape of the curve. It should 
be added, however, that when these observations were made 
the running of the system was perfectly satisfactory as 
regards the effect of aneven turning moment, and it is quite 
reasonable to suppose that the periodic fluctuation in the 
periodicity was too small to be noticeable by this method. 


€———————— 4 


ECONOMICAL SPEED REGULATION WITH 
CONTINUOUS-CURRENT MOTORS. 


Bx FRANK BROADBENT. 


Ir is almost impossible to pick up any American technical 
paper without noticing at least one article referring to tle 
obtaining of wide speed range with continuous-currert 
motors. Many and complicated are the ways and mears 
proposed for obtaining such wide speeds. In the Electrical 
World and Engineer, October, 1908, there appears an article 
by À. F. Hemingway on the subject, in which he refers to 
the impossibility of obtaining a design of motor productive 
of anything like a satisfactory range of variation, ard gives 
it that the practical limit is a speed ratio cf about 2 to 1. 
He is referring to speed range by the variation of magnetic 
density of the field magnets. 

It would appear from a petusal of such articles thit 
English designers and manufacturers are ahead of ther 
American confrères, ав standard motors can now be bovgl t 
in the open market in this country in which a speed regula- 
tion of 2 to 1 can be obtained by means of a shunt rbeostet 
control. Nor is there any difficulty, apparertly, in obtainirg 
the ratio of 3 to 1 by the same means, ard there are many 
motors driving machine and other tools in which tbis range 
is normally obtained. The cost of such a motor is, «f 
course, greater than one in which no speed variation ly 
shunt control is required, as the motor must be large enough 
to develop the maximum power required at the tlowest spe d. 
But, on the other hand, snch special designs of machines as 
are indicated in Mr. Hemingway’s article, in which doub'e- 
cored armatures and «auxiliary magnets are requird, 
would probably cost more than a plain shunt- wound motcr 
large enough to give the full range of speed required. Tle 
other methods for obtaining speed control, such as multi- 
voltage control and similar special systeme, although prc- 
bably not increasing the cott of the motor itself, increase tl e 
cost of the installation as a whole, and also considerably 
increase the ccst of upkeep. It should not be overlookcd 
that simplicity has a commercial value. These efforts to 
obtain economy in speed regulation by. complicated : nd 
special motor windings are perhaps justifiable for spccial 
cases ; but for the general run of work, they are quite un- 
necessary. 

With standard motors and switchgear there is scope for 
considerably more economy in workirg than is often found 
in motor-driven works. 

One frequently comes across motor installatio:s, where 


Vol. 58. No. 1,355, Моунмвив 13,1903.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


808 


speed control and economy are desiderata, in which the 
whole range of speed is effected by plain series regulators. 
We have instances in mind in which approximately 30 
motors are controlled in this way, and the driving arrange- 
ments are such that in some cases the top speeds are never, 
and in most cases rarely, nsed. A constant waste of energy 
is thus going on, which, with a little echeming, could have 
been avoided. 

In one installation something like £150 is thrown 
away in ап annual bill for electrical energy amounting 
to about £500. To strain after an increased efficiency 
of 1 or 2 per cent. in the motors, and then neglect 
obvious means of saving 25 per cent. in the general economy 
of the system, is, of course, a very false sort of economy, 
bnt is really no worse than asking for an increased lamp 
efficiency of half a watt per candle, and then wasting half 
the light by bad distribution. 

Very wide speed regulation is not required as а general 
rule for either machine tools or small printing machines— 
that is to say, а range of more than 2 or 8 to 1. A range 
of 2 to 1 would cover most cases. There is no reason, 
therefore, to adopt any complicated and expensive system in 
such cases as these, nor to put down a “freak” motor 
instead of a standard machine. 

Newspaper printing machines do, of course, require a very 
wide and uniform control, and to obtain this electrically 
involves а somewhat complicated arrangement, but there 
seems to be rather a tendency in the American technical 
press to overdo the question of speed control for ordinary 
work, and to boom special systems. 


THE BROADNESS OF THE ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING PROFESSION. 


By E. KILBURN SCOTT, M. I E. E., A. M. I. C E. 


Ir is one of the fascinations of electrical engineering that 
one never knows what one may have to do next. Some day, 
no doubt, when the profession has grown out of the infantile 
stage our irritating friends are so fond of quoting, we sball 
all be chained up each in his corner, and lead regular if 
monotonous lives. In the meantime, however, the man who 
has spent most of his life amongst heavy machinery may at 
any moment be called upon to design delicate electrical in- 
struments, or, after years in manufacturing, take to advising 
town councils professionally. 
may have to tackle an entirely novel electro-chemical 
problem or undertake track construction for a tramway or 
railway, or carry out the hydraulic work of a transmission 
of power scheme, In fact, at the present time it is impos- 
sible for the electrical engineer to have too broad a know- 
ledge, and the younger men would do well to bear this in 
mind. Опе very important thing which is almost entirely 
overlooked in the training of engineers is an acquaintance 
with commercial affairs, There are several examples of 
successful men whose principal claim to their position in 
electrical engineering appears to be that they can juggle 
with Board of Trade accounts, or talk wisely of the financial 
side of affairs; and such is the power of the dollar end 
of the business, that they are even admitted as full members 
of the Institution, The young engineer would do well to 
make a note of this, for, after all, his main object is to 
make a decent living, and it is certain that if be doesn’t 
look after the commercial end as well as the technical, he 
Will be liable to get left by the purely commercial man. 
For example, it is well known that the City is full of a 
guinea-pig class, which fattens by the exploitation of engi- 
neers who are so busily interested in the technical end that 
others take moet of the bawbees. 

During the winter months which are now upon us, most 
young engineers use their leisure time in study or attending 
evening classes, or at any rate, they ought to. It does not 
follow that the classes should be on engineering ; in fact, 
for one who has been grinding engineering all day, it is 
better to take up some entirely different subject. Amongst 
others, the writer would recommend some of thoee included 
under the Chamber of Commerce and Institute of Bankers’ 


It is just as likely he 


examinations, such, for example, as commercial law, bank- 
ing, &c. 

Again, for those who have artistic tastes, there are 
numerous art classes, and in this connection it may be worth 
mentioning that the really successful designer must have 
imagination, and be something of an artist. The success of 
certain prominent dynamo designers is a good deal due to 
their having а strongly-developed artistic temperament. 
Again, the budding electrical engineer will not improbably, 
at some time or other, have to prepare advertisements or 
compile catalogues. This may appear easy, but, as a matter 
of fact, it wants doing, and a well trained artistic sense will 
come in most usefully. We are so utilitarian and matter of 
fact, that we are apt to associate everything of an engineer- 
ing nature with harsh lines and the severest simplicity. In 
this respect we lag behind competitors abroad, as witness the 
magnificent catalogues of the German firms and the arresting 
and pointed advertisements of the Americans, (By the way, 
the writer has not in mind those pictures of winking cats 
used to advertise certain engineering specialities in the 
States.) 

There is still another direction in which the budding 
engineer would do well to get some training, and that is in 
public speaking and the art of debate. Other things being 
equal, the man who can express himself concisely in public, and 
can make a ready reply or comment during a discussion, will 
have the advantage. Some members of the profession have 
been quick to see this, and make up for lack of technical know- 
ledge by ready and witty speech. They may be said to have 
too much signboard and too little warehouse, 


THE SPEED OF TRAMCARS. 
[FROM A LEGAL CORRESPONDENT. | 


Тнв action of certain persons interested in motor-cars, who view 
with a certain degree of rcAaden freude the immunity of electric 
tramway companies from prosecations for furious driving, has 
recently given rise to a series of experiments for the purpose of 
showing whether these vehicles can exceed the legal limit of speed. 

This is a question of fact—to bs determined by experts; our 
present purpose is to draw attention to the laws which regalate the 
speed of tramcars, aud to inquire whether, wholly apart from any 
special legislation which may have to do with tramcars, the tramcar 
is subject to the ordinary laws of the realm which control the use of 
vehicles on highways. 

To begin at the beginning, it is provided by Sec. 46 of the Tram- 
ways Act, 1870 (an Act passed, be it observed, before electricity as a 
motive power was seriously thought of) that : —'' Subject to the pro- 
visions of the special Act authorising any tramway and this Act,” 
the local authority of any district in which the same is laid down 
may, from time to time, make regulations as to the following matters 
(inter alia): 

The rate of speed to be observed in travelling upon the tram way. 

For better enforcing the observance of all or any of such regula- 
tious, it is made lawful for any such local authority to make bye- 
laws, provided that such bye-laws are not repugnant to the laws of 
that part of the United Kingdom where the same are to have effect. 
Such bye-laws must also be subject to the spproval of the Board of 
Trade. 

The effect of this provision is that the rate of speed authorised 
by the bye-laws is not to exceed that which is permitted by the 
regulations published by the Board of Trade. Thus, by Sec. 23 of 
tne usual form of Tramways Orders Confirmation Act, it is provided 
that the provisions of the Tramways Act, 1870, relating to the 
making of bye-laws by the local authority with respect to the rate 
of speed to be observed in travelling on the tramways, shall not 
authorise the local authority to make any bye-law sanctioning a 
higher rate of speed tban that authorised by the Board of Trade 
regulations at which engines are to be driven or propelled on the 
tramways under the authority of this order; but the bye-laws of 
the Iccal autbority may restrict the rate of speed to a lower rate 
thau that so authorised. 

In making regulations with regard to the speed of trams 
pelled by steam or any mechanical power, the Board of Trade make 
special reference to the places where the speed may be increased or 
must be diminished. Thus, Sec. 4 of the regulations is in the fol- 
lowing form :—“ The speed at which such engines and carriages shall 
be driven or propelled along the tramways shall not exceed the rate 
of [eight] miles an hour, and the speed at which such engines and 
carriages shall pass through facing points, whether fixed or mov- 
able, shall not exceed the rate of [tour] miles an hour. 

If the driver of a tramcar exceeds the limite laid down in the 
Board of Trade Regulations, he renders his company liable to pro- 
ceedings for penalties not exoeeding 40s. for each offence, with or 
without further penalties for continuing offences. But this is not 
the limit of his liability. A tramcar passing along the high road is 
subject to the ordinary laws which regulate the speed of vehicles on 
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the highway ; and it must not be thought that because a tramway is 
worked under statutory powers, the company are excused from 
actions for negligence and nuisance to which they might otherwise 
be exposed. In Sadler v. South Staffordshire and Birmingham 
District Steam Tramways Co. (1889) (23 Q.B.D. 17), an accident was 
caused by the company's car, which ran off the line at a point where 
the company’s line joined the line of another system, over which 
tbe company had running powers. It ran off the line owing toa 
defect in the points st the place of junctior, but it was nct clear 
whose duty it was to repair the points. It was held that in any 
event the owners of the cars were liable, because their statutory 
powers did not extend to authorise their running along the highway 
on a track which was in a defective condition. Again, in Marfell v. 
Scuth Wales Railway Co. (1860) 8 C.B. (N.8.) 535, a railway com- 
pany owned a tramway which at one point crossed their line. They 
maintained gates at that point, but never closed them. It was held 
that they were liable to the licensee of the tramway for the lcss of 
his borse, which was due to their neglect to keep the gates closed, 
on the ground that the licensee had a Tight to expect that the gates 
should be properly managed, and it was the company's duty to 
manage them. Again, in the Dublin United Tramways Co., Ltd., v. 
Fitzgerald (1903, A.C. 532), a tramway company were held liable 
for injuries caused by the worn and slippery condition of tbeir 
track. 

The crucial point, however, is to consider whether tramcars are 
within the statutes passed to prevent furious drivirg on highwayn. 
Thus the Highways Act, 1835 (5 and 6 W. iv., c. 50), Sec. 78 is directed 
against furious driving, and applies to "any pereon . . . . driving 
any sort of carriage." In Taylor v. Goodwin (1879) 4 Q.B.D. 228, 
carriage “will include any which might be propelled at such a 

eed as to be dangerous,” and in Саппап v. Earl of Abingdon 
(1900, 2 ОВ. 66) it was said to include any mecbanical contri- 
vance which carries weight over the ground in such a way that 
the foot of man does not support it. It is obvious tbat 
tramcars come within tbese definitions, and that drivers of tramcars 
are subject to the penalties imposed by Sec. 78 of the Highways 
Act. Further, it would, in our view, be competent for a magistrate 
bearing any obarge under that Act to refuse to pay avy attention to 
tbe bye-laws for the purpose of decidiny whether or no there had 
been furious driving.” At the same time, it would be incumbent 
upon tbe prosecutor to elect which statute be should proceed under, 
for an acquittal ороп a charge of infringing a bye-law might well 
be pleaded їп bar to a subsequent prosecution under the Highways 
Act. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


лр express! tor this journal b ‚ P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
geots, 842, High Holborn, Londan, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


23,102. ‘Improvements in and relating to the application of electricity for 
the preduction of scenic ctfects at theatres and other places of entertainment. ' 
J. F. Carry. October z6th. 

23,103. ''Improvements in ard relating to the application of electricity for 
the production of scenic effects at theatres and other places of entertainment.“ 
J. F. Слккү, October 26th. 

23,110. “Improvements in electric potential governors." 
October 26th. 

23,120. Storage battery plates." J. Biur. October 26th. (Complete.) 

23.151. Improved method and apparatus for елен кеше circula- 
tion of the evectrolyte in electrolytic processes.“ ‚ KoLLER ара P. ASKENASY. 
October 26th. (Complete.) 

23,161. “Improvements in electrically - heated handles.” 
October 26th. (Coinplete.) 

23,173. "Improvements in protecting devices for parallel feeders used in the 
distribution of electrical energy." L. Witsox. October 26th. (Complete.) 

23,181. “Improvements in end relating to electric traction systems." J, 
MANNHEIM. October 26th. 

23,162. ''Iwprovements in connection with vacuum brake apparatus and 
mechanism for use therewith on electrical and other railwayr.“ J. GRESHAM 
a.d H. A. Hoy. October 26th. 

28,192. “Improvements in or relating to dynamo-electric generators and 
motors.” A. D. Jones and the Jaxpvs ARC Lamp AND Exvectric Co., Lro. 
October 27th. А 

98,225. “Improvements in electrical'y illuminated signs." J. H. Gornsr. 
October 27th. (Complete.) 

23,225. "Improvements in electric lamp scekete.“ J. H. Gornst. October 
27th. (Comp ete.) 

25,226. “Improvements in electrically illuminated signs.“ 
October 27th. ( omplete.) 

23,260. “Improvements relating to receiving instruments of printing 
telegraphs.” P. A. NI. W TOWN.  (Eltypie Menufactur ng Co., United States.) 
O. tober 27th. (Complete.) 

23,2H5. “Пп rovements in tele] hone relays or repeaters.” 
and A. Н. WanL. Octover 4700. (Complete) 

23,318. ' Improvements in devices fur suspending the overhead conducting 
wires of electiic tramways and rai ways.” A. J. Howanp, October 28th. 

23,337. * Тһе adjusteble arm rest for the telephi ne." E. Моокк. October 
Meth. 

23,85. “Improvements in electrically-opcratd valves.“ THE WARWICK 
MacuiNERY Co., Ltp. (lhe General Elcctrie Co., Uni ed States.) October 2th. 

23,354. *' Improvements in sparkivg plugs ара the like fcr eléctric ignition.“ 
F. H. pe VEULLE. October 2tn. 

23,375. *'Improvements in  electiic silent discharge apparatus.“ A. 
BCHNELLER and D. KornemMan. October 28th. 

28,406. The electric automatic twin wire switch.” W. PARKINSON. October 
29 h. 

23,419. “A new or improved mags age instrument for use with or without 
electricity.” J. Fishin. October 20th. 

23,443. “Improvements in electrical instruments.“ 
and W. А. Erick. October th. 

23.444. Iinprovenients in electrical instruments." Crompton & Co., LTP., 
and W. A. Purc к. October 29th. 

29,461. “Improvements in or relating to electric generating apparatus.“ 
P. A. Renn Ns. October 29th. ; 

29,469, '* Automatic switch for control of starting electrio motors," F. C, 
NeEwten, October 29th. > 


Т. L. BOYDEN. 


R. A. FLIFR8 


J. H. Gor ner 


G. E. SN DOUIST 


CROMPTON & Co., LTD., 


23, 
the like.” 


23,478. ‘Improvements in and relating to the electrical transmissions of 
energy through space." А. Artom. (Date applied for under Patents, Act, 1901, 
August 28rd, 1903, being date of application in Italy.) October 29th. (Complete.) 

23,4892. ‘‘Improvements in or relating to secondary batteries.“ С. Possxt. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, November 24th, 1902, being dace of 
application in France.) October 29th. (Complete.) 

28,488. “Improvements in and relating to the electrical transmissions of 
energy through space.” A. Аптом, (Date applied Yor under Patents Act, 1901, 
бер шер 12th, 1908, being date uf appiication in Italy.) October 20th. (Com- 
plete.) 


28,490.  ''Imrovements in electric storage battery plates." 
(C. Potter, United States.) October 29th. (Complete.) 

23,521. “Improvements in and relating to loote handle automatic magnetic 
blow-out circuit breakers.” 8. Wnirr. October f 0th. 

23,540. “Improvements in electric resistance boxes.” A. H. Apams and 
A. Н. Curtis. October 80th. 

23,545. “Improvements in or relating to electric batteries." A. BLACKMAN. 
October 80th. 

23,546. ''Improvements in telephone mouth pieces or receivers." А. B. 
CRUICKSHANK, October 930th. 

23,067. ‘* Improvements in electrical clutch ard brake mechanism." А. P. 
BTECKEL. October 80th. (Complete.) 

28,574. “Improvements in wireless signalling syrtems." H. SHOEMAKER. 
October 80th. (Complete.) ( 

585. рот in electrical signalling apparatus for fire calls end 

E. L. Fincuine and W. H. Watton. October 80th. 

28,592. “ Improvements in electric cirouit controllers.” G.J.PHILPoTT and 
G. Н. ALDERTON. October 81st. 

28,608. “Improvements in electric switches.“ J. TowLiNsoN and H. Lomax. 
October 81st. 

28,686. ‘‘ Improvements in raising and lowering eleotric aro lamps" W. A. 
Brown. October 81st. 

28,647. “Improvements in and relating to electric arc lamps." J. MCLAUGHLIN. 
October Sist. (Complete.) 

23.652. Improvements relating to electric meters." Вос ETE ANONYME DES 
ATELIERS DE MECANIQUE DE PRECISION DE TRRRITET, (Date applied for under 
Patents Act, 1001, November 10th, 1902, being date ot application in Switzerland.) 
October 8lst. (Complete) 


О. ІмкаАҮ. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thomsen 
and Oo., 899, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, dd. 
(in stampe), : 


1903. 


Contact ARRANGEMENT Fon SHIPS’ Comrasses. B. Freese. 53. January lst. 

TELEPHONE BysTrEMs, I. B. Birnbaum. (Telephone-Fabrik.Actiengesellschaft 
vorm J. Berliner, Germany.) 184. January 2nd. 

TELEPHONIC Arparatus, W. E. Heys. (The Hutchison Acoustio Co., United 
States.) 167. January 3rd. 

Ек, Winpixncs, W. P. Thompson. (Communicated.) 188, 

SIGNALLING AND CONTROLLING APPARATUS FOR RAILWAY AND Tramway Sys. 
TEMS. R. J. Sheehy snd A. G. Curphey. 207. January tn. 

SurFack Contact ELECTRIC RAILWAY YSTEMS; PREVENTING SHORT CIRCUITS 
THEREIN. W. M. Brown. c3u. January 6th 

SronaGE Battery Phare, AND Мктнор or MAKING THE ЅАМЕ. P. A. Newton. 
(C. Coster, United States.) 334. Jauusry 6th. 

LIGHTNING ARRESTERS. H. H. Lake. (Mall Signal Co., United States.) 425 
January 7th. 

Evectriciry Meters. R. J. J. Swan. 450. January 7th. 

ACCUMULATORS OR STORAGE BATTERIES. F. Lauer. 582. January 9th. 

ELECTROLYTIC MANUFACTURE OF ALUMINIUM. G. Gin. 964. January lith. 

TROLLEY ARMS USED ON ELECTRIC TRAMCARS AND LIKE VEHICLES, J. W. 
Wilkinson. 1,006. January 15th. 

AUTOGRAPH TELEGRAPH SYSTEMS. A. J. Boult. (Communicated.) 1,178. Jan- 
ua: у itb. 

APPLIANCE FOR FASTENING INCANDESCENT BLECTRIC LAMPS IN THEIR Bockr TR, 
A. Landsberger. 1, 221. January 17th. 

ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLED J} OWKR-TRANSMITTING AND SPEED-CHANGING Ар. 
PARATUS., L. J. Le Pontos. 1,320. January 19th. 

TREATING LIQUIDS ELECTRICALLY FOR PURIFICATION AND OTHER PURPOSES, G. C. 
Marke. (Communicated.) 1,356. January lyth. 

TROLLEYS AND ELECTRIC COLLECTORS. H.J. Haddan. (Communicated.) 1,482. 
January zOth. 

CLOCKWORK OPERATED ELECTRO-MAGNETIC CincviT-CONTROLLING APPARATUR. 
M. Denziger. 1,014. January 2130. 

Circvir BREAKERS OR INTERRUPTERS SUITABLE FOR THE ELECTRIC IGNITIXG 
DEVICES OF AUTOMOBILES WORKED BY INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINES, А. 
Fouet. 1,516. January 21st. 

Evrctric IGNITION APPARATUS FOR EXPLORION MOTORS. 
January 22nd. 

TROLLEY FRAME AND BRACKET FOR USE IN ELFcTRIC OVERHEAD TRAMCARS 
AND THE LIKE. W. Hune 1,084. January 23rd. 

GENERATING Enectriciry. J. H. Reid. 1 670. January 23rd. 

ELECTRIC Swirrenks. G. Thiel. 1.828. January 26th. 

ALARM APPARATUS FOR USE IN CONNECTION WITH TELEGRAPHIC OR OTHER LINER, 
H. Fontaine and J. V. Cleynenbreuge!. 1,921. January 27th. 

VEHICLES ELECTRICALLY Phorrrrkp, C. Innes-Baillie, C. J. Barham and H. C. 
Buibeck. 1,948. January 27th. 

AvxiLIARY Сохтаст DEvicEs FOR BLECTRICAL SWITCH Apraratcs. Siemens 
Bros., & Co., Ltd. (Siemens & Halske AKtienu-Geselischait, Germany ) 
1,980. January 27th. 

ELECTRIC CONTROLLERS. R. W. Brown. 2067. January 28th. 

ELECTRIC ACCUMULATORS. W. Peto a: d J. W. T. Cadet. 2,115. January $9th. 

MrrHop or Mor N ria Previovsty FonMED WIRE COILA IN THE GROO VID 
Pants OF ELECTRICAL MACHINES, Olen. eng ros. & Co., Ltd. (5 еше: з 
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No. 1,856. 


THE PROGRESS OF THE ELECTRICAL 
INDUSTRY. 


THE interesting presidential address with which Mr. Robert 
К. Gray opened the new session of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on Thursday last week, covers so vast a field, and 
that so well, that our only resource in commenting thereon 
is to dip into the address almost at random. First, we are 
pleased to note that the President views with favour the sug- 
gestion which we have supported, that an alliance may pos- 
sibly be formed between the leading engineering institutions, 
“ for the erection of one large Temple of Engineering, where 
the various branches may find their homes,” at a cost of, 
perhaps, a quarter of a million. The advantages to be 
derived from such в scheme grow more evident the 
more one considers them ; but we need not dwell upon them 
here, 

The President, discussing the proper functions of the 
Institution, urged that though for some time to come it 
would be necessary for that body to retain its present posi- 
tion as the official representative of the whole industry, it 
would eventually be possible for it to confine its attention 
to purely technical matters. We question, however, whether 
this would be altogether advantageous to the industry, as it 
is most useful forthe latter to possess, in the persons of the 
President and Council of the Institution, official spokesmen 
whose authority to speak and to press forward indispensable 
reforms are acknowledged on all hands. The question is to 
some extent bound up with the preceding, for when, if ever, 
the Senate suggested by Mr. Gray comes into being, that 
body will be par excellence the most effective authority 
for purposes connected with legislation, the regulations 
issued by the Board of Trade and the Home Office, and 
similar matters. 

Dealing with the state of the law relating to elec- 
tricity, the President takes a broad and progressive view, 
pointing out how the antiquated provisions still in force, 
and the “ parochial ” ideas embodied therein, retard the 
development of comprehensive schemes. In his opinion, 
with which we heartily concur, the smaller municipalities 
should not be allowed by Parliament to cripple the large 
power schemes by refusing to take energy in bulk from the 
latter; inasmuch as the consumers would by this means 
obtain their supply at an undoubtedly cheaper rate, and 
the ratepayers would escape the burden of a heavy 
charge upon the rates in the not distant future, while the 


municipality, as the authorised distributor, would still 


retain control of the streets, it is difficult to see how any 


valid objection could be raised to legislation tending to bring: 


about this result. Only the dog-in-the-manger policy of 


some of the municipalities, which has so often been 
manifested in the past, and that curious and inexplicable ` 
hatred of companies which distinguishes. the average 


councillor, could bé reapousible for opposition thereto. 
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As for the state of the Tramways Acte—this is almost 
too deplorable for words; here, again, the senseless veto 
of the local authorities has proved obstructive in the 
extreme, and until this is removed, the industry will labour 
under heavy disadvantages. There is room for an immense 
development of electric traction in this country, given the 
opportunity. 

The limits of our space prevent our commenting at length 
on the many interesting references to recent progress ; but 
we cannot help expreesing our disagreement with the views 
of the President on the adoption of the underground conduit 
for the L.C.C. tramways. The instances given of the rapid 
transmission of messages through submarine cables serve 
admirably to illustrate the wonderful development which has 
taken place in the organisation of this vast industry—one 
of the most important of all electrical industries, em- 
ploying, as it does at the present time, almost a quarter of a 
million nautical miles of cable ! 

The President drew attention to the remarkable diversity 
of the chemical operations which are now being carried on 
by the aid of electricity, and to the great importance which 
this branch of industry has gradually assumed—far greater, 
in fact, than is commonly supposed. Finally, Mr. Gray 
compared the relative opportunities of students for instruc- 
tion in electricity and chemistry, somewhat to the disad- 
vantage of the latter, and warmly advocated the extension 
of facilities for technical education, concluding a most 
interesting and stimulating address with the suggestion that 
a London Local Section of the Institution should be formed 
—an admirable idea in many respecte, the advantages of 
which are briefly set forth. 


WIEN Sir Oliver Lodge was President 


The Eleotrification 
of Fog. 

hope that the time of meeting would be altered from the 

afternoon to the evening. 


suggestion. The first nocturn was, therefore, most appro- 
priately attended on Friday last by Sir Oliver Lodge, and it 
was also fitting that he should choose as the theme of his 
discourse the possibility of being able to dispel that worst of 
all the powers of darkness—fog. Those of us who listened 
to his lectures some time ago on “ Dust," received somewhat 
of a shock on Friday when reminded that it is 20 years sirce 
a comparatively little-known professor of Bedford College 
came prominently into public notice and esteem for the able 
and penetrative mind which he brought to bear on this 
commonplace thing. We have followed this professor with 
great interest from that pericd to the present point in his 
brilliant career, and, if we may so express it, we have always 
hoped that he would some day return to the Dust which 
he raised, and which raised him. It is, therefore, particularly 
gratifying to find that, notwithstanding his professional 
duties, his success, and the new and more industrial 
matters with which he has lately cast his lot, he is still able 
to continue his researches on a subject so particularly hia 
own. We have referred to the proceedings on Friday last 
ав а nocturn, because it is difficult to find a word which 
represents the kind of discourse that prevails at the Physical 
Society. Outside the House of Commons, it is doubtful 
whether there exists an institution which permits speeches to 
be so readily interrupted, and generally with such good effect, 
as does the Physical Society. Thus, at one point in Sir 
Oliver Lodge’s description of his apparatus, Prof. Ayrton 
broke in; and although, at the time, the interruption was 


of the Physical Scciety, he expres ed the 


Under the presidentship of Mr. 
Glazebrook, it has been found possible to carry out this 


somewhat of a surprise, it turned out to be entirely justified, 
for it called attention to a matter of great interest, and gave 
it the right degree of prominence. The fact is, among experta, 
greater freedom of speech is possible than among a mixed 
audience; it takes a good man to know how to interrupt 
without being rude. 

Sir Oliver Lodge began by referring to the work of 
Tyndall and Rayleigh, and the well known experiment per- 
formed upon dust by means of a heated rod. The dust is for 
convenience formed in a glass receiver by the burning of 
magnesium ribbon. Near the heated rod, within the 


receiver, is seen a dust-free layer, and streaming up from the 


rod, when a beam of light is caused to illuminate the dust, 

is seen a dark space, called the dust-free space. It was 

originally thought that the dust in these free spaces was 

burnt up by the hot body, and it was concluded that the 

dust must be organic. This theory is, however, wholly 

false, as the dust never gets into actual contact with the hot 

body, and the experiment works just as well with inorganic 

dust. Sir Oliver Lodge attributed it to a sort of radiometer 

effect, whereby the particles are kept away from the hot 

body. The action depends upon the temperature of the 

hot body, and upon the rate at which air is streaming away 

from it. It was also suggested that the air was repelled 

electrically, but this also proved to be a false notion ; for, by 

electrifying the rod, it was found that, instead of the elec- 

trification modifying the dust-free coat, it expelled the whole 

of the dust from the container, and drove it to the walls, 

This experiment was shown by Sir Oliver Lodge in 1884 at 

Manchester, but similar results had been obtained by experi- 

menters as far back as 1850. It was this which suggested 
the pussibility of dispersing fogs by electrification. If cloud 
or mist is electrified, the particles cohere, the buoyancy is thus 
reduced, and they finally fall as rain. Experiments bave 
been tried at a lead smelting factory to precipitate the fumes 
by a similar action, во as to be able to recover what is now 
in great measure lost. Now the success of any such method 
of fog or fume extinction depends upon the possibility of 
being able to generate a continuous discharge of electricity of 
one sign ; which, of course, means separating the positive from 
the negative at the place of generation—a process of so-called 
“ rectification.” For this purpose Sir Oliver Lodge makes 
use of the Cooper-Hewitt mercury lamp, which was described 
and illustrated in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of January 16th 
of this year. Mr. Edward Robinson, who has assisted Sir 
Oliver Lodge in this investigation, is well known as a high- 
class manipulator, and the apparatus exbibited on Friday was 
a fine example of what can be achieved in this kind 
of work. The rectifiers were coupled up in sets of 
four, exactly like the four arms of a Wheatstone bridge. An 
alternator takes the place of the battery ; and the discharge 
points take the place of the galvanometer. In order to 
increase the length of spark, each of the four arms can be 
made to contain more than one rectifier; thus it is found 
convenient to use three in each arm, connected “end on” 
to one another. Using one of the discharging points from 
this apparatus to electrify the dust in the receiver, there 
was an immediate visible coherence and consequent precipita- 
tion. Great interest was aroused as to the function of en 
auxiliary wire in the Cooper-Hewitt lamp; this wire is 
connected from the positive upper electrode (iron) to a con- 
ducting band which surrounds, and is in contact with the 
glass tube a few inches above the negative (mercury) elec- 
trode. We shall watch the development of this discussion, 
and hope for a further elucidation of the matter. 


THE proceedings before the Board of 
Trade with regard to the obstructions 
caused by electric street boxes within the 
City of Westminster, have terminated in a recommendation by 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade that the 
parties should meet together and see if they cannot arrange 
terms. It appears that the Westminster City Council, 


Street Obstruction 
by Electrical 
Undertakers. 
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having experienced inconvenience from the frequent opening 
of boxes, have prescribed that there shall be access to the 
boxes in certain streeta only from midnight to 9 a.m., and 
in certain other streets from 8 p.m. to 10 a.m. The com- 
panies not unnaturally objected to the restriction. It is 
provided by the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899, that the local authority may, with the approval 
of the Board of Trade, prescribe the hours during which the 
urdertakers are to have access to street boxes, and if the 
undertakers, during any hours not so prescribed, remove or 
displace or keep removed or displaced the upper surface ог. 
covering of any box without the consent of the local 
authority, they shall be liable for each cffence to a penalty 
not excecding £5: provided that the undertakers shall not 
be subject to any such penalties as aforeeaid if the Court are 
of opinion that the case was one of emergency, and that, the 
undertakers complied with requirements of this section so 
far as reasonable in the circumstances. 

It is important to notice that the duty of undertakers 
with regard to street boxes is not confined to the changing 
and testing of wiree, and the connecting up of the premises 
of new consumers. By the regulations made by the Board 
of Trade under the Electric Lighting Act, 1888, it is pro- 
vided that all street boxes shall be regularly inspected for the 
presence of gas, and if any influx or accumulation is 
discovered, the owner shall give immediate notice to the 
authority or company whose gas mains are laid in the neigh- 
bourhood of the street box. Compliance with this regulation 
involves а regular series of visita toa street box ; and even 
assuming that the company had no other occasion to open 
а box from time to time, it would render periodical visita 
absolutely essential. We confess that we do not understand 
how апу eupply company could properly carry out the work 
of inspection within the hours prescribed by the Westminster 
City Council ; and it is clear that the Board of Trade are 
of opinion that the regulations should be modified. 

There are many who believe that a real solution of the 
difficulty could be found in the establishment of a system 
of subways in which mains could be laid without any inter- 
ference with the surface of the road ; but the prospects of 
these being established are not particularly bright. 


8 A PAPER bearing the above title was 
Electricity Biatlons read last night at the Leeds Local Section 
in Small Towns of the I.E.E., by Mr. S. D. Schofield, the 
electrical engineer to the Shipley U.D.C. The paper does 
not, as the title would indicate, deal generally with the sub- 
ject of combined stations in small towns, but mainly with the 
results obtained at Shipley; and from these results the 
author draws certain general conclusions, These conclusions 
are not favourable to the combination, looked at from the 
point of view of the engineer in charge of the electricity 
works. Our own views, so frequently expressed in these 
columns, are pretty well known, viz, that whilst fully 
appreciating all that has been done to popularise the sanitary 
disposal of refuse by cremation, and whilst admitting the 
good results that have been accomplished in electricity works 
in the utilisation of the furnace heat, notably at St. Helens, 
Grays, Wrexham, Fulham, Accrington and Shipley, we have 
always protested against the claim that the combination was 
of any advantage to theelectricity works, In Bhort, we have 
never yet been able to see any considerable economy in using 
refuse instead of coal as fuel for the boilers, The whole of 
the advantages resulting from the combination are in favour 
of the sanitary authority only. 
Mr. Schofield bears out not only this opinion, but also our 
recently expressed opinion, that municipal electrical engineers 
did not look with favour on refuse destructors ав an adjunct 


.been shown by other writers, is not always the cage. 


to their stations. We must confess to a little surprise at the 
author's conclusions, as we bad been looking forward to 
something in the way of a record from the Shipley station ; 
something that would do more to justify the combined works 
than anything accomplished hitherto. With such a good. 
load factor as is shown by the curves given in the paper, due 
to traction, lighting and motors, the destructor has bad an 
exceptional opportunity of showing what it could do. And 
the result is an average of 40 B. of T. units per ton of 
refuse—results approximately equalled at Grays, Wrexham 
and St. Helens. 

As to the calorific value of refuse, Mr. Schofield says this 
“varies almost directly as the price of coal in the same 
district.” He clearly means “inversely,” not “ directly,” 
as he proceeds: If the coal is cheap, the refuse is good, 
and if coal is costly, the refuse is of less value.” This, D um 

us 
at Shipley, the price of coal is 78. a ton, and the practical 
value of the refuse is 40 unita a ton, on the exceptionally 
good load factor of over 50 per cent.; at Grays, a small 
town on the outskirts of London, remote from coalfields, 
where the cost of coal is considerably more than at Shipley, © 
the calorific value of the refuse is practically the same on a 
much lower load factor. 

During the 12 months ending March, 1903, 6,525 tons 
of refuse were destroyed, at a cost in stokers’ wages of 1s. 14d. 
a ton—a somewhat high figure. Reckoning 49:8 units per 
ton (the results of one week’s run on a good load, viz., a 
load factor of about 52 per cent.), the author calculates that 
this is just 4d. more than coal alone would have cost, 
reckoning the latter at 0°266d. per unit. But the latter 
figure is for fuel only, and does not appear to include stoking 
charges. From the figures given by the author, we calculate 
that the cost of stoking the coal was more than for refuse, 
viz. almost 18. 6d. per ton. At 7'1 lbs. of coal per unit, 
the figure given in the paper, the relative costs are—for 
49:8 units—refuse 1s. 14d., and for coal nearly 1s. 34d., a 
result slightly in favour of refuse, instead of $d. against it 
as Mr. Schofield shows. 

But the author of the paper makes certain deductions later 
from the value of the refuse, viz., 10 per cent. for cost of 
keeping stand-by boiler banked up with coal; 10 per cent. 
for unreliability of supply and varied character of refuse ; 
and 5 per cent. for management and supervision. 

After making these deductions from an average annual 
value of 40 units per ton of refuse, the resultant value to the 
electricity side of the works is 8:14. per ton, as against a 
stoking cost of 1s. 14d. Correcting this figure on the same 
lines as above by adding the stoking charges, we make the 
value of the refuse 10:1d., which still is lower than the cost 
of stoking. Looking at the above results, therefore, we are 
still of opinion that the catch phrase of the 4d. daily Gold 
from rubbish ”—is both misleading and mischievous, 


| In the process of making brazed iron 

klren by estin, joints in the manufacture of cycles, the 

tubes are frequently first dipped into a 
bath of molten brass covered with a flux. This causes a 
film of brass to adhere to the end of the tube and to facilitates 
brazing. In order to prepare the surface for enamelling, the 
brass has to be removed by filing and polishing, a method 
prejudicing the strength of the tube and necessitating an 
excessive amount of labour. 

An electrolytic method of stripping the brass adhering to 
the steel, based upon the property of iron to assume a 
passive state under certain conditions and so become 
apparently electro-negative to brass, has been worked out by 
Mr. Charles F. Burgess in the Laboratory of Applied 
Electro-chemistry of Wisconsin, The tube is made the 
anode in a solution of normal sodium nitrate containing a little 
nitrite. If a pressure above 2:0 volts be applied, the iron 
soon assumes the passive state and the brass is corroded 
away, whilst but little of the current leaks away through the 
steel, provided that the applied electrical pressure is kept 
within reasonable limits and the solution is kept in good 
working order. The brass is thus efficiently. dissolved 
and may be deposited upon a suitable cathode, 
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THE DESIGN OF IRE COT- CURRENT 
MACHINERY. 


By VAL. A. FYNN. 


IT would seem at first sight that so much has already been 
written and spoken on this subject of late, that a farther con- 
tribution would have no chance of bringing forward any 
points of novelty, and the author, therefore, approaches his 
task with some diffidence. Most of the recent papers have, 
however, dealt with the design of large machines, and that 
in a more or less general way ; the data which have been given, 
have applied to dynamos or motors constructed some time 
ago, and in many cases not likely to be repeated. It was 
further evident to the writer, from the discussion on the papers 
referred to, that there appeared to be a vague feeling of 
uncertainty as to the lines to be followed to obtain in every 
case, and without any possibility of doubt, the best possible 
- results. 

The author proposes in this paper to confine himself more 
particularly to the smaller machines, and to discuss the 
various points as they arise in following out the practical 
details of the design of a series of machines which have 
stood the test of daily practical work, and which are still 
being manufactured for the English market. He heartily 


made protected or enclosed to a varying degree, but the 
same types are described by different names according only 
to the whim of the maker. 

This state of things is prejudicial to the trade in general, 
and it induced a firm some time ago to send out circulars 
suggesting the adoption of uniform designations. The 
effort remained fruitless, only, we hope, because sufficient 
publicity was not given to the proposal, and we therefore 
venture to broach the subject again and propose the 
designations hereunder. The names chosen for the different 
types may not be the best ; the writer will be the firat to 
welcome any improvements, and will feel satisfied if he 
succeed in arousing some interest in the question. 

“ Protected type” (fig. 1). The casing of the motor 
forme part of the magnetic circuit, and covers in the poles, 
the field coils, and the whole of the running portions except 
the pulley ; the end covers, giving free access to the air, 
d good ventilation, which may be increased by the use 
of fans, ' 

* Enclosed type'' (fig. 2). The casing of this type is 
exactly similar to Type 1, but the openings in the end covers 
are covered with stout copper wire gauze; this allows a 
certain amount of ventilation, which may be increased by 


. the use of fans. 


“ Gas-tight type" (fig. 8). Here again the casing is the 
same as for Type 1, but the end covers being solid, the 
machine is actually gas-tight. 


agrees with Mr. C. C. Hawkins, when he says, * What we 
really want is not so much average figures, but the maxima 
that can be attained to serve as ideals.“ It is with the hope 
of finally discovering these maxima" that the writer pro- 
poses to publish the figures relating to a series of contemporary 
machines, trusting that this example may induce others to 
do likewise, and show that they have succeeded in sailing 
closer to the wind. 

In iteelf, the consideration of the design of small machines 
presents a series of most interesting points which do not 
arise when dealing with large units, and if only on that 
score it should not be neglected. Then again the number 
of small machines on the market is by far the greater, and 
what the writer has seen of these certainly does not point to 
finality having been reached as to either cost or performance. 
The question of commutation is quite ав important for small 
as for large dynamos or motors, and it is proposed in the 
following to devote much attention to this vital point, but 
to deal with it only as far as is necessary for practical pur- 
poses, 80 u8 to keep the length of this article within bounds. 

Many of the following statements will, no doubt, lack 
novelty to the majority; if we include them, it is only for 
the sake of completeness. Beginning with the smallest 
sizes, we are naturally led to speak principally of motors, 
and starting to discuss the frame, we are at once met 
with a difficulty. The motors now on the market are 


* Open type" (fig. 4), or ordinary dynamo type. 

What type is to be used for a given job must be deter- 
mined by the circumstances of the case. It is by no means 
indifferent, either from the point of view of the purchaser 
or from that of the manufacturer, which type is chosen or 
supplied when guarantees as to temperature rise are asked 
for and given. 

It is clear that the protected type (using the designations 
suggested above) will give the greatest output for a given 
rise of temperature, or, to put it in another way, will show 
the smallest temperature rise for a given output. 

An average of a number of tests on motors, designed on the 
lines of figs. 1, 2 and 3, showed that, for equal loads, the 
final temperature rise of the enclosed type exceeded that of 
the protected type by about 30° F., and that the addition of 
a fan to the enclosed type reduced the difference to some 
17° F. for normal speeds. The gauze used consisted of a 
mesh 12 to the inch of 8.W.G. No. 24. 

The use of a fan might suggest a serious additional loss, 
but tests have shown that when the latter was properly con- 
structed the necessary draught could be obtained at the 
expense of from 50 to 80 watts for motors up to, say, 
30 B.H.P, It was also found that a protected-type motor 
would give 1:5 times as big an output as a gas-tight one for 
the same temperature rise. | 

These figures are bound to vary somewhat with the general 
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design of the motor, and it would be interesting to know 
what results have been obtained with other designs. 

The author believes that these figures can be improved 
upon, if, instead of using the same windings in the various 
types, as was the case in the tests referred to, special designs 
were got out redistributing the losses to suit each type. In 
settling the general outline of the carcase the requirements 
of all these types should be kept in mind. 

The round frame has met with universal approval, and 
deservedly so, since it offers the greatest possible advan- 
tages ia the pattern making, casting and tooling. 

Dealing with the frames of smaller motors first, in order 
to get the best possible results for type 1, we must protect 
the motor only as far as is required by the fire insurance 
companies, allowing the airas free an access as possible to 
all parts and avoiding all * pockets.” The lugs of the 
commutator form a natural fan which produces a very 
marked current of air through such motors, and when 
auxiliary fans are used, care should be taken that both 
produce a current of air in the same direction. 

The general lines suitable fur type 1 happily are the beat 
for the second type; the first being transformed into the 
second by covering all openings with gauze or perforated 
sheet metal. The gauze surface should be as large as 
possible, for obvious reasons, and the advantage is most 
marked when a fan is used, a3, owing to the greater area, & 
lower velocity will suffice to change the air with sufficient 
frequency : the meshes of the gauze are thus less liable to 
get clogged and less of the coarser dust will get into the 
machine. 

The gas-tight type will be best suited by as large a 
radiating surface as possible. A fan might possibly be of 
use even in connection with this type, since the heat 
generated in the armature has a long way to travel through 
the high insulating air, and the armature probably reaches a 
very high temperature indeed, before inducing a sufficient 
draught. It is, of course, easier to get rid of heat by con- 
duction than by radiation. 

A very vital point in the design of the frame generally is 
to secure accessibility to the brushes and commutator, and 
any attempt to crowd that all-important gear into an unduly 
restricted space is to be strongly deprecated. The gain in 
material and weight is not worth considering as against the 
far greater convenience to the user, leading to better 
attention, and thus reducing the possibilities of breakdown. 

Turning to the larger machines built on the lines of the 
modern multipolar (type 4), we find there again that the 
round yoke is best, and is also used by most makers. There 
is little to say about this part of the machine beyond 
drawing attention to the necessity for absolute rigidity. 

The motor frame or the yoke may be made of steel or cast- 
iron, there are pros and cons in either case, On the whole, 
the writer still favours the adoption of cast-iron for this pur- 
pose. The margin in favour of this material grows smaller 
and smaller, however, as the tooling qualities improve, the 
prices grow less, and deliveries for steel castings become 
shorter. 

There is no doubt that steel is the best material for poles 
and pole shoes, In many cases it will be permissible to 
make both body and shoe solid, but the best results will no 
doubt be obtained with laminated poles, the machines 
turning out both cooler and more efficient, particularly 
when closely designed and using the smallest possible air- 
gaps mechanically, as is the case with the series under con- 
sideration. The adoption of laminated poles makes the 
machine more readily adaptable to special cases, making it 
unnecessary for the designer to watch the proportions of 


his slots closely with a view to reducing the heating of the 


poles. 
(To be continued.) 


AN EMERGENCY SUB-STATION. 


IT frequently happens that a would-be consumer situated 
beyond the reach of thesupply maius, or one desiring more power 
than the existing network is able to convey, is discouraged 
when he learns the length of time which must elapse before 
adequate provision can be made to supply him. 


With a view to minimising such delays as far as possible, 
and for general emergency work, Mr. S. E. Fedden, the 
manager of the Sheffield Corporation Electric Supply Depart- 
ment, has designed and put into service a transportable sub- 
station, which takes the form of a substantial pantechnicon. 
fitted with massive wheels and brakes, and containing two 
50-Kw. transformers, high-pressure fuses for two feeders, and 
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low-pressure switchgear to accommodate several four-core 
distributors, with suitable provision for expeditiously tailing 
and sealing the ends of the cables, which are brought up 
from the pipes or trench underneath the van. This equip- 
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ment provides for a supply of single or two-phase current at 
400 or 200 volts. 

The whole apparatus can be drawn about by horses, 
deposited in a convenient spot, and connected up in a few 
hours to supply any temporary demand, such as an exhibition, 
construction works, or permanent consumers during the 
erection of a district sub-station, to which the load can be 
changed-over on completion, and the van moved on to some 
other sphere of usefulness. 


GAS-PIPE v. COPPER: A REPLY. 
By E. KILBURN SCOTT, M.LE.E., A.M.I.C.E. 


THAT anyone in these enlightened days should be able to 
write as Mr. С. A. Smith has done in his article, “ Gas Pipe 
v. Copper,” shows courage, if nothing else. We all know 
from the start what rank heresy it is, and that there must 
be several niggers somewhere; but who, in these hurry-scurry 
days, is going to turn aside from the sweeping tide of elec- 
trical progress to point out where the niggers lie? Itis a 
thankless job in any case, for Mr. Smith might remain 
unconvinced out of sheer cussedness, like our friends the gas- 
lighting people. 

On the other hand, I am not at all sure that Mr. Smith is 
not trying to perpetrate a joke, and intends his article as a 
sort of red rag. Whether this is во or no, it is a (dangerous 
surt of information, which must be scotched, for electrical 
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engineers cannot afford to leave any straws about for the 
followers of old heresies to clutch at, and so to further retard 
rogress. 

The first thing which occurred to me when I read the 
article was the woeful fiasco of the Birmingham Compressed 
Air Co. I remember it well, for, as an improver in 
J. Fowlers & Co.’s works, some 16 years ago, I helped to 
make those compressed air engines which were to work such 
wonders. The number of people who used to come and 
gloat over them was great, and their remarks most flattering 
(they were decent-looking engines, and very large for.those 
days), but somehow we who were working on the job felt 
there were niggers somewhere, and &o it turned out. 

Whether it was bad finance, the difficulty and expense of 
laying pipes, or the low efficiency of the system when com- 
pleted, I will not discuss. There are, no doubt, plausible 
explanations, but the main fact is, that the company went 
bust, or shall we say “ Popp?“ 

Mr. Smith gives us the Paris compressed-air system to 
think over, but it won't do. Paris has the most wonderful 
knack of showing resulta in the most unlikely quarters, For 
example, wbere else in the whole world could so many 
different traction systems exist Bide by side, and all of them 
apparently doing well ? I can't explain it, but there it is. 
Volatile Paris is certainly. no place for a businesslike, in- 
dustrial, ora clod-hopping district in this country to take lessons 
from. | | 

If Mr. Smith transmits producer (Mond) gas over long 
distances, some of it is bound to leak, and then what about 
the carbon monoxide ? Does he not remember water-gas, and 
the inquest at the Leeds Forge on the foremen who were 
poisoned, and how it was nearly a case of up-dicky 
with some of the jury too? There were many reasons for 
the water-gas companies going bust, finance being amongst 
them, bnt the thing which finally did for water-gas was 
the cases of poisoning. The late Mr. Sampson Fox tried 
to mend matters by making the gas smell nice, so that people 
should know when it was about, but it was all no go. 
Again, I have reason to know of those days, for several per- 
sonal friends (some employed at the Forge), and, I regret to 
say, some relatives, backed water-gas with their money. A 
thing like that sticks, and it requires a heap of chemical and 
physical facts to shift it. 

At Brussels, gas engine sub-stations were used to help the 
electric lighting, and the job was well engineered. They 
are now out of use, and the latest development is the equip- 
ment of a large electric power station some distance outside 
the city. Mr. Smith may say the above-mentioned failures 
were solely due to bad finance and bad management. Very 
well, assume it so. Where is there a more disastrous re- 
cord of early finance than that which characterised the first 
few years of electrical history in this country? We as a 
profession are even now suffering from the mad speculation 
which caused the 1882 Act to be brought in. Yet elec- 
trical engineering has lived through it all, and through the 
grossest of mismanagement. Why? Because the science 
of it is founded on bedrock. We do not make approxima- 
tions of power by means of indicator diagrams or take 
records of volume in quart pots, but all electrical measure- 
ments are absolute, and right down on the nail. It is the 
nature of electricity to come out on top every time. 

From the way in which Mr. Smith’s figures are presented, 
I cannot think that he is accustomed to the preparation of 
estimates. For example, he allows 2s. 9d. per cb. yd. for ex- 
cavation, and we are left to assume that the piping gets into the 
excavation on its own, whilst the excavation presumably 
remains open for ever more. At any rate, Mr. Smith doesn’t 
allow us any money to complete the funeral. He may retort 
that he has included all these little extras; but if so, why 
1n the world doesn’t he say so? When he presents his own 
figures correctly, it will be soon enough to compare costa. 

One feature of the article is that the names of certain 
engineers are brought in to confirm his statements. Thus, 
Mr. Earle is said to have pointed out that “ beyond a 
certain point centralisation does not pay.” I don’t know 
what the context of this remark is, but feel sure Mr. Earle 
is too progressive an engineer to suggest that power schemes 
such as those of South Yorkshire, Clyde Valley and South 
Wales, cover oo large an area in each case, and so far as I 
know, no electrical engineer has yet proposed to have one 
central power station for the British Isles, 


Mr. Smith harps on the expensiveness of electric sub- 
stations, having in his mind rotary converters, motor- 
generators, &c. He also says that alternators generate 
electricity in a form which is not wanted for ordinary 
purposes. In other words, he ents out of the discussion the 
unique simplicity of the static transformer sub-station and 
distribution of three-phase current to customers, as at Erith 
and Dublin, and hundreds of places abroad. Glasgow and 
Manchester are mentioned, but it is a moral certainty that, 
if they were starting to-day, and with our present knowledge, 
direct current would not have a look in. 

The writer of the article is good enough to say that, if 

-overhead transmission were permissible in England, his com- 
parisons would be much more in favour of electrical trans- 
mission. But who says that overhead transmission is not 
permissible? If Mr. Smith will go to the Board of Trade, 
he will find that printed regulations are one thing, and the 
opinion of the officials another. Asa matter of fact, three- 
phase overhead transmission lines were erected in this 
country several years ago, and the Board of Trade has not 
pulled them down, or, in fact, shown the least disposition to 
interfere. 

At this moment several power companies (Gloucester, 
Kent, North Wales, &c.), are about to use high-tension 
overhead transmission lines, and the Board of Trade will 
see to it that powers to erect such lines are not unreasonably 
withheld by any local bodies or individuals. 

Mr. Smith makes a point when he mentions cable manu- 
facturers. There is no doubt that power companies must 
not allow cable makers to become interested financially, for 
the cable makers naturally want every wire to go under- 
ground. 

I consider the reference to the South Staffordshire Mond 
Gas Co. rather unfortunate, for they are not yet out of the 
wood, and considering the *crownings in" which are of 
frequent occurrence in their area, especially now the mines 
are being unwatered, the wood is pretty dense. J venture 
to prophecy that this company will, if it lives long enough, 
come to transmitting energy through simple copper wires. 

Electrical engineers have no quarrel with Mr. Smith about 
using gas engines for generating, or—as will probably come in 
due time—gas turbines. What they do say is, that the trans- 
mission of energy, and to a very large extent its utilisation, 
must be electrical. Why, indeed, should we carry a material 
substance through pipes, when we can do all that is necessary 
by simply vibrating the ether. The electric motor has also 
obtained too firm a hold to be displaced by the gas-driven 
motor driving line shafting in the bad old way. 


ELECTRICALLY WELDED JOINTS. 


Oxon more Glasgow leads the way! This time she begins an 
experiment in electric welding, primarily for her own benefit, bat 
indirectly for the good of Britain. 

The Corporation has arranged with the Lorain Steel Co., Johnstown, 
U.S.A., to carry out the electric welding of their new lines to Paisley 
and Cambuslang, and also a few short extensions within the City. 
The distance from Crookston to Paisley is about 2 miles, and the 
Cambuslang extension is about the same length. Both of these 
extensions will be opened for traffic in about 10 days. The Lorain 
Co. have also arranged to weld the rails on a portion of the old 
track. This work is being carried out when the cars are off, between 
1 and 5am. 

The total number of joints to be welded under this contract is about 
2,000, the Corporation reserving the power to have up to another 
1,000 joints welded. 

This is the first trial in Europe of electrically welding rail joints, 
and it will be of much interest to tramway managers and engineers. 

On Friday, 13th inst., the members of the Tramways Committes 
of the Corporation of Glasgow visited the scene of operations, and 
were much etruck with the completeness of the plant, and with 
the ease and rapidity with which the whole process was 


through. 


The system is not new, and will be familiar to most of the 
readers of American journals. Already over 100 miles of track in 
the States have the rails welded by this procese, but it cannot 
said that this is very good showing for a system which made its 
practical appearance in 1897, when it is remembered that the 
mileage in the States is much over 20,000. The reason must 
that the овегашов of welding is an expensive one compared to 
mechani 
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true, these results are greatly better than the results obtained 
hitherto with the cupola cast weld. 
The Lorain weld is performed by an alternating current of 25,000 


to 30,000 amperes at 5 to 7 volts, transmitted to the welding bars. 


and rail ends by heavy hinged jaws under pressure from a hand- 
operated hydraulic pump. The low-pressure current is obtained 
from a trausformer which is suspended between the welding jaws 
immediately over the joint. The primary of the transformer is fed 
from a rotary convertér, which in turn takes current—about 250 
amperes—at 500 volts from the trolley wires (not without very 


Fic. 2. 


Fie. 1. 


heavy loss mile, we imagine). The jaws and welding contacts 
are cooled by water circulated by a motor pump; the motor serving 
also to move the crane from which the welder is hung. 

An advanoe car carries a rand - blast equipment, driven by а 10-н.р. 
motor, by which the webs, at the rail ends to be welded, are 
scoured. 

A rolled steel bar shown in fig. 1 is clamped to each side of the 
web, with the 1 in. x { in. steel strip, B, covering the joint. Within 
two minutes of the application of current the centre weld is made, 
and the welding jaws are moved at once to one of the contact bosses, 
b, where current and welding pressure are applied again. Here, 
however, the bydraulic pressure, of 35 tons per вд in., is maintained 
until the metal has ceased to glow, when it is released and the other 
end taken in grip. The object of this wait is to make the weld 
tough. This is rendered essential, because the bars when welded 
at the ends are elongated by the heat developed at the central weld, 
and, when cooling, tend to pull the rail ends together, themselves 
being left in a state of tensile stress, which, of course, increases with 
& decreased winter temperature. 

New rails should not require the services of the emery grinding 
outfit which follows the two welding cars in a car of its own when 
old rails are being fet up for life. 

It is well seen from this description tbat & small line can never 
hope to enjoy an electrically-welded track. The cost per joint 
would be far too heavy. But a large undertaking (or a group of 
small systeme, adjacently placed) may well consider the outlsy— 
after giving very careful thougbt to the mecbanical and commercial 
advantages set ont by the exploiters of the thermit weld, or tha 
best of the rigid built-up joints. 

One disadvantage of the electric weld that suggests itself, is the 
diffculty of its application in a town new to electric traction, 
wbere the power station is not completed much before the com- 
pletion of the tracks. Doubtless this can be got over,if only by 
adding anotber car or two to the train, containing & complete 
generating station having a capacity of 150 Kw. 


WORKS OF MESSRS. BENHAM 
AND FROUD, LTD. 


On Monday 1sst we spent a most interesting bour in the new works 
which have been erected by Messrs. Benbam & Froud, Ltd., at 
Willesden. When the firm found it necessary to remove from 
Chandos Street, where the works and offices had been so long 


THE NEW 


located together, it was decided to take extensive offices and show- - 


rooms in a fine new building which has been called Chandos House, 
and is situated in Store Street, W.O., just off Tottenham Court 
Road; but for the manufacturing premises it was resolved to go 
farther afield, and ultimately land was purchased off the Victoria 
Road, Willesden, just about 10 minutes walk from Willesden 
Junction station. Upon this site a fine set of workshops, laid out 
on modern principles and with electric lighting and power equip- 
ment, has been erected. 

Thé business of the firm needs no explaining, for it bas a proud 
record of getting on fora century and a quarter, and its reputation 
for high-class art metal working, is thoroughly well-established. 
As or e instance of the sort of thing done by the firm in the “ good 
old times,” may be mentioned the ball and cross which have stood 
out o'er London at an over-towering height on the top of 8t. Paul's 
Cathedral since the year 1821. Could they but speak! But the 
age of the firm aud its long history are not by any means accom- 
panied by the Jeast suspicion of senile decay, as a visit to the Store 


Street showrooms, or a run through the Willesden shops, will show. 


We caunot forego a passing reference to one very touching tribute 
to the good relationship between master and man which has во long 
been maintained ; in the course of our progress through the works, 
following the process of manufacture from stage to stege, we came 
upon a score of busy workers making music with the clanging of 
many hammers, and our congenial pilot (Mr. Laws, the works 


manager), in an aside, singling out three hardy-looking old men 
engaged assiduously at their task, remarked that these three together 
had acombined record of 130 years’ service with the firm. We were 
also impressed, as we passed from bench to bench, with the absorbing 
interest. which each man seemed to take in his work, and tbe kindly 
courtesy which so many displayed in exhibiting their own particular 
part in the process of manufacture. 

The offices front on to a newly-made thoroughfare off the 
Victoria Road, and they are separated from the works by а small 
yard. The workshops themselves are laid out in two rows, with a 
paved way, which is lighted at night electrically, running between 
them. All of the shops have windows opening on to this way, 


. 80 that all departments are to some extent under observation. 


The general store is a roomy building where the “raw " material, 
such as copper and iron bars, sheeting, and so on, are received from 
the metal manufacturer of special dimensions for working up for 
making ornamental gateways, copper domestic utensils, ecclesiastical 
artistic work, lecterns, electric light fittings and so on, are brought 
in, and are cut to specially- required shapes as a preliminary 
before passing to the shops for being worked up. The metal 
working department is naturally next, and the various machines 
doing service therein are driven from a main shaft which ie run by 
belt from a large Tangye gas engine contained in the power house. 
The brass finishing shop has a number of lathes, a cock-boring 
machine and other tools driven by belting, &., froma shaft which 
is revolved by an electric motor. The wood-working shop also 
has its motor housed in, во as to be well protected from sawdust ; 
this shop contains a number of sawing, drilling, wood-carving and 
other tools. A third motor does service for working the various 
tools, polishing spindles, scratch brushes, &., in the brass-polishing 
and finishing rooms. | 

The power equipment consists of a Dowson type gas producer, 
burning anthracite, and supplying gas to the Tangye gas engine 
already referred to, as well as to a Crossley gas engine. These 
engines drive two Crompton dynamos, the two machines being 
arranged to run in parallel either for a 220-volt lighting or power 
supply. The Tangye-Crompton set is mainly drawn on for the 
motor supply, the Oroesley-Crompton plant being intended more 
particularly for lighting pu The switchboard is the work of 
Messrs. Crompton & Oo., Ltd. 

The electrical installation was carried out to the plans of the firm's 
own electrical engineer. 

The workshops are spacious and well lit on the most approved 
method, and we were specially strack with the size of the smiths’ 
shop, which provides space for architectural wrought-iron work of 
almost any dimensions. At the present time, the large staff of 
smiths is engaged upon a large chancel screen fora church in the 
West of England, and a large pair for a brewery, besides a number 
of electroliers, of which the firm mak es a speciality. 

At present the employés at work namber about 250; the number 
was somewhat below this at the time of our visit on Monday, for 
even in the best-managed works the old Saint Monday difficulty is 
experienced. There is accommodation in the workshops for another 
100 men, and farther, there is plenty of land available for extensions 


‘of premises when these become necessary. 


Work does not commence until 8 a.m., so that there is no break 
for meals immediately after the shops have bsen opened, with the 
consequent loss of time and efficiency. As the Chandos Works are 
situated in a somewhat secluded part of Willesden, as yet devoid 
of shops, the convenience of the men has been very considerately 
studied by the establishment of a dining room, where a plentifal 
bill of fare at low prices must be a real boon, and even if, as is 
expected, the profit on the turnover does not pay the expenses of 
this interesting department, the margin of loss will be only so 
much set aside for increasing the comfort of the employés and 
aiding in the maintenance of good relations. 

In the electric light fittings department of the Store Street show- 
rooms we have seen some very tasteful things in the way of elec- 
troliers, brackets, and so on, that have passed through these 
factories, and we have no doubt that consulting engineers, architects, 
and the trade will find it worth while taking their clients here for 
a look round at some time or other. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


Dr. В. Т. drazgBBROOE, F.R.S., presided at the meeting held on 
October 23rd, when a paper on “ The Bending of Magnetometer 
Deflection Bars” was read by Dr. CHRER. A theoretical paper 
contributed to the Society by toe present author in May, 1901, 
proved, amongst other results, that the bending of the deflection 
bar of an ordinary magnetometer, under the combined weight 
of the bar and its load, must increase the distance between 
the defiecting and deflected magnets, during a determination 
of horizontal force, to an extent which is not negligible. This 
conclusion has been borne out by direct observations made at 
the National Physical Laboratory on a number of magnetometer 
bars, including specimens from the leading makers. The mean 
results thus obtained are recorded in the present paper. The great 
majority of the data were derived from direct observations made 
with a pair of microscopes. But a method is described whereby 
the necessary information can be deduced without the aid of micro- 
scopes, from the magnetometer's own readings. The magnetometer 
is set up exactly as in an ordinary deflection experiment, with the 
deflecting magnet on its carriage at any convenient position on the 
deflection bar, and equal weights are hung up symmetrically, one on 
each arm. The consequent increase in distance between the two 
magnets diminishes slightly the deflecting force on the deflected 
magnet, and a slight change of reading is observed in the mag- 
netometer telescope. The weights are put off and on several times, 
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and the mean change of reading determined. Asa check, it is well 
to observe at two distances. From the change of reading, it is pos- 
sible to determine the increase in distance between the two 
magnets. In many magnetometers, the increase in distance due to 
the bending is roughly proportional to the distance iteelf. In the 
case of bars by the Cambridge Instrument Co., the bending in- 
creased the distance by almost exactly one part in 10,000 at all 
distances. It is hoped that the method employed will prove useful 
to magnetic observers who have not ready access to a physical 
- laboratory. 

Prof. 8. P. Toompson asked why instrument makers could not 
design a better instrument, referring especially to the deflection bar 
itself, which was not of a good form. Although the error referred 
to by the author of the paper seemed large, it could not be greater 
than errors arising from inaccuracy in the setting of the carriage or 
from other causes inherent in a deflection experiment. 

Dr. W. Watson said that with regard to the accuracy of the 
setting of the carriage, it was not easy to set it to 0`1 mm., but 
inaccuracies of setting to a certain extent compensated each other. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked Њаё a large number of errors entered 
into the determination of horizontal force, and they were being 
investigated one by one at the National Physical Laboratory. 

Dr. CHREE, in reply, said that various attempts had been made 
to get rid of the bend ing effect, but if it could be measured aocu- 
` rately, its magnitude was of minor importance. | ; 

A paper “Оп the Magnetism of Basalt and the Magnetic 
Behaviour of Basaltic Bars when Heated in Air" was read by Dr. 
G. E. ALLAN. 

Bars cut from basalt obtained from Rowley Regis and from Lins, 
Germany, were tested by means of a maghetometric method to 
determine their magnetic properties at temperatures from 15° to 
806° С. Hysteresis curves are given, and the temperature permea- 
bility curves show that whilst the English basalt bas, in geveral, a 
maximum permeability near 500° C. followed by a minimum about 
550° C., the temperature of maximum permeability in the case of 
the German basalt lay in the neighbourhood of 50° O., there being 
a subsequent gradual loss of strength with rise of temperature. 
Sections of heated and unheated rocks are given, showing evidence 
of chemical change in some of the rock constituents, and a table of 
values of susceptibility of the specimens is appended. 

Prof. W. F. BARRETT, in a letter sent to the secretaries, said that 
Dr. Allan’s paper was one of great interest and considerable im- 
portance. Several years ago he examined the magnetic properties 
of various specimens of columnar basalt which had been taken from 
the Giant’s Causeway in Co. Antrim, and a note on the results of 
this investigation was published in the Proceedings of the Royal 
Dublin Society for December, 1889. Each block was found perma- 
nently magnetised with & strongly-marked north and south pole, 

the magnetic axis running diagonally through the block and inclined 
to the horizon approximately at the angle of dip. As tbe blocks 
formed part of vertical columns in the Causeway, their magnetisa- 
tion was undoubtedly due to the earth's magnetic field, the concave 
end of each block —for the ends are not plane, but slightly concave 
or convex—was (in all the blocks examined) found to be a north- 
seeking pole, and must, therefore, bave been downwards when in 
situ at the Causeway. The long retentivity of the direction of the 


original magnetisation in spite of rough usage was somewhat 


remarkable. 
Dr. Watson then showed some experiments with electrical oscil- 
latione. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Lelters received after first post on Wednesday morning cannot appear 
until the following week. 


Main Line Electric Traction. 


In your interesting and valuable leading article in to-day's 
REVIEW, you state that the results attained with the new 
Eichberg-Winter single-phase motor “ practically solve the 
traction problem." | 

Those who know this motor best are fully prepared to 
endorse your optimistic opinion in regard to the same ; but 
there are some problema in long-distance railway work not 
solved by the invention of a good motor only. 

A single-phase motor of the type indicated will enable high 
line voltages to be utilised and consequently reduce the cost 
of copper conductors, while at the same time eliminating the 
use of rotary converter sub-stations, This is a great gain, 
but it is not all. | 

Such a system would still require the use of expensive 
third-rail or overhead wire construction at all pointe of the 
line, including sidings, tunnels, station yards, bridges, &c., 
and at such points the work is costly. 

In such a system there would be no appreciable saving in 
the amount of generating plant used, nor would wide 
fluctuations in load be eliminated. Trains would still take 
from the line about three times the normal amount of current 
when starting from stations, and a large increase of current 
above the normal on upward gradients. Even if stationary 
storage batteries are used “floating” on the line, as in 
exiating practice, а constant load factor cannot be had; but 


batteries cannot well be used under existing methods on а 
purely alternating-current line. 2 
In the conditions stated in your article as essential to 


'guccess, the most important and necessary one, that of 


absolute safety and certainty of operation under all con- 
ditions, and irrespective of accidents to high-voltage trans- 
mission systems, is entirely omitted. No system depending 
solely upon such a transmission system can ever succeed. 

In the article describing what is known ав the multiple 
supply system in your issue of the 6th inst., the above 
difficulties are described and a solution offered. 

If we are, by means of this new and excellent motor, 
enabled to gecure all the advantages of high voltage trans- 
mission, and if we combine this motor with the methods of 


the multiple system, what shall we attain ? 


1. High-voltage line supply, less the cost and risk 
involved in the use of conductors over 40 per cent. of the 
total line mileage. the parts omitted being thoee which are 
the most difficult and expensive to construct and maintain. 

2. In the multiple supply system & new method of using 
and charging batteries has been designed, whereby a small 
plant working continuously at a mean load factor of 100 per 
cent. for many hours, will do as much work as a plant twice 
the size working under a fluctuating load during the hours 
when most trains are in operation. The small plant will do 
more work in each 24 hours than the large one, and cost only 
one-half as mucb. 

8. The cost of power would be less with the multiple 
supply system, because where an absolutely constant load 
can be had, irrespective of line load, power gas engines can 
be used to drive alternators in parallel without difficulty, 
while the transformer and other losses in a purely direct 
transmission system are greater than in a mixed system, 
because the new model Edison battery has a very high 
charging efficiency. The methods by which the 100 per 
cent. load factor may be had cannot yet be disclosed, for 
patent reasons, but they are remarkably simple and 
efficient. | 

4. The vital condition, the ability to carry a train over a 
“dead” line section, or to its destination, can only be 
secured by the multiple supply system. 

It would seem, therefore, that if the advantages of the 
new motor are combined with the simple line conetruction, 
the ideal power house conditions and the self-contained 
train, we shall indeed have a model system at a cost 
which will ensure its general adoption. 

Multiple Supply. 

November 18th, 1903. 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


The suggestions of Messrs. Dykes and Rawlings in your 
last issue appear to me to be very good for saving energy in 
tendering, especially for the small contractor. The latter 
would have plenty of time to think of running—say, a 
baked po‘ato can, or anything, in fact, except electrical 
contracting. If any scheme were carried out to limit the 
number of contractors for a contract to six, it would only be 
natural that the six selected would be the biggest or hest 
known six. The small man would have no chance of 
showing his ability to do the work, perhaps better and 
cheaper than those living on the reputation of good work 


done in the past. 


The arrangement would also be very convenient for & 
consulting engineer wishing to favour or boycott any par- 
ticular firm. 


London, November 16th, 1908. 


R. A. 


+ 


The letter from Mr. Dykes in your last issue lays bare the 
truth from the consulting engineer’s point of view. 

Nor is this truth to be lightly regarded, coming as it does 
from one of our leading and most experienced engineers. 
Mr. Dykes is not alone in his opinions, for I know them to 
exactly coincide with those of other leading men in the pro- 
fession who have openly expressed their desire to give counsel 
and support in any direction calculated to check the existing 
evil. 

It is sincerely to be desired that the advice given by Mr. 
Dykes will have the timely effect of bringing all dona fide 
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contractors closer together, and olosing their ranks against 


any suspicion of disloyalty or such conduct as has been 
described, ere the present wave of enthusiasm has passed. 
When this is realised in a practical manner there should be 
no difficulty in coming to an understanding with the con- 
sulting engineers, and thereby, if not actually wiping out, at 
least greatly modifying the existing conditions. 
Duncan Watson. 
London, November 17th, 1908. 


The Justified Wail of a Junior. 


Apropos of your remarks upon chief engineers changing 
from place to place so frequently, the same applies to the 
junior staff ; and if there are many cases like the following, 
there is reeson enough. | 

А vacancy occurring оп the staff of а large supply 
station, was advertised, and an outsider— erperience nil— 
duly appointed, completely ignoring the capabilities of the 
juniors, who will have to teach the new man his work, and 
who have carried it on during the interval while the post 
was vacant. | 

Is not this encouraging to the juniors who have been 


waiting for such an opportunity to improve their position? 


It is enough to make one give up the electrical profession 
and rather be a railway porter; there is every chance of 
promotion, on quite as good a salary. 

Now, who is to blame for such cases—the chief ? No; 
he, as а rule, works with his hands tied up by a council 

ideas of business are about bordering on insanity, he 
cauas. help it; but if he does not know what class of man 
he requires for an assistant, who does? A jeweller would 
never engage a blacksmith to repair watches. 

It is time our worthy chiefs formed some association to 
enable them to have a little more freedom in euch matters. 
I put this as a suggestion, as in the face of some recent 
eventa there seems to be a necessity for some such course. 

Junior. 

London, November 4th, 1908. 


® 
The Electric Heating of Railway Carriages. 


I have just read several articles in certain electrical 
journals on “ The Electric Heating of Railway Carriages.” 
This has suggested to me the idea of putting before your 
readers a system that I conceived some years ago, the 
principle of which was the heating of carriages simply and 
economically by means of an electric current generated by a 
dynamo actuated by the motion of the train itself. My idea 
was as follows. (For further particulars see the Dictionnaire 
d Elertricite, by G. Dumont, published by Larousse) :—А 
dynamo driven from one of the axles of a carriage sends 
u current through a circuit extending throughout the length 
of thetrain. From this circuit the wires which go to the 
heaters are taken, going through them in the form of spirals 


in the direction of their length. The heaters are previously 


filled with a substance which has a high latent heat of fusion, 


such as sodium acetate (crystallised), sodium hyposulphite, | 


&c. On starting, the heaters are plunged into boiling water, 
and after a little while are placed in the train and connected 
up in circuit. While the train is stationary no particular 
effect is produced, but as soon as it starts and attains 
sufficient speed, the current produced by the dynamo pasees 
through the heaters. Now as the wires in the hesters bave 
less cross-sectional area than those in the main circuit, they 
become heated in proportion to their resistance, and the heat 
thus generated compensates for the heat which is carried off 
by the melted body or the material used (various solid eub- 
stances, such as asbestos, rand, &c., might aleo be used) 
that is to say, the heat lust by radiation, which is used to 
heat the vehicle. As the heatere will remain active during 
six hours at least, any stoppage of less duration will not let 
them get so cold as to need replacing. It follows, then, 
that a train would be able to run from Calais to Brindisi, 
from the frontier of Spain to that of Russia, to run for any 
length of time on а circle line, or backwards and forwards 


between two points, without it being necessary to change the 
heaters. . The resnlting advantages to the companies and 


their passengers are easily seen, the reduction of the number 
of warmers in use, the installations doing away with the 
number of changes, which are always disagreeable, especially 
at night. | 

A special arrangement puts out of circuit every heater, as 
too much warmth would be dangerous, and puts it in again 
when the temperature becomes normal. It might be added 
that the system lends itself to the interchange of carriages 
between lines on which it is adopted, since it will operate 
after comparatively long periods of rest—that is to say, 
after interruptions in the compensation for lost heat. 


Donati Tommasi, D.Sc. 
Paris. 


Jointless Section Induction Coils. 


In reply to Mr. Apps’s letter in last week’s issue, I do not 
think ít necessary, in a journal read chiefly by electricians, 
to reply to most of bis criticisms on my new coil winding, 
especially as I have. just read a paper on the subject before 
the Róntgen Society, which will be published in due course. 
With your permission I will, however, state that each paper 
section will stand a spark about # in. long, from a step-up 
transformer, and needs to hold out in the case of a 12-in. 
coil, against less than 2 in., i. e., that due to about 180 turns 
of wire. Any further insulation, such as that, for instance, 
shown in the Klingelfuss nearly closed iron circuit coil, is 
quite unnecessary, and the safety margin is much larger than 
in Mr. Apps's own coile. As regards the effect of expan- 
sion in the coils due to a hot climate, if we compressed them 
when cold there might be some ground for his forebodings, 
but they are compressed when quite hot, and take up perma- 
nently the position they had when already hot and expanded. 
Time will settle this matter. Meantime my guarantee may 
suffice. 

Now, ав to Mr. Apps's theories on coils in general, wire- 
less telegraphy, &c. These seem to date, like his experi- 
ments and the authority he quotes, Ruhmkorff, from so far 
back that I cannot take them seriously, and much prefer to 
read the careful contributions of—say, Klingelfuss, to the 
technical press. Considering that some people still look on 
Mr. Apps as an authority, is it surprising that in a book on 
coils recently published in Berlin there is scarcely any men- 
tion of those made in England, and none of any improve- 
ments? To my knowledge two Continental firms 
have made improvements something like mine, and 
carefully kept them a secret, till my patent appeared. 
Why should they do this if the changes are useless? As 
regards the suitability of low resistance secondaries for con- 
denser work, of course the resistance should be made to suit 
the capacity. The trouble is to make the resistance low, not 
high. On this point I have much pleasure in referring Mr. 
Apps to the Cantor Lecture of Prof. Fleming, delivered 
March 9th this year, in which the absolute necessity of a low 
resistance is clearly proved. 

In another lecture it was recommended that a coil, for 
wireless purposes, should be rated according to the spark it 
will give with a condenser of yẹ microfarad in parallel, and 
115 of a microfarad. 1 shall be more than content to have 
inine so rated. As regards the great benefits of compres- ` 
sion, I can refer him to the writings of Tesla three or four 
years ago, but cannot give a date. Compression acts in the 
same way that oil does. He appears to regard unnecessary 
joints in the wire, ohmic resistance and plenty of air space 
for internal molecular bombardment as unobjectionable, and 
even desirable, features, in the secondary winding. Accord- 
ing to him, induction coils having these peculiarities reached 
perfection, in his hands, about the year 1868, after he bad 


„tried and discarded everything thought of by other people in 


the interval since that date. 
London, November 17th, 1908. 


Leslie Miller. 


The Central Station Battery. 


If Mr. Abraham had read the whole of my letter as care- 
fully as he read the first two paragraphs, he would have 
noticed that I stated that the readings were usually taken 
on overcharge day, and not at the end of overcharge. 
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Although this may not be the case in the station with which 
Mr. Abraham is connected, I can speak from experience that 
it is the custom in a large number of central stations with 
which I have had to do. 

We are not all so fond of displaying our wisdom or 
ignorance, as the case may be, and consequently are grateful 
for the editor allowing one to hide bis shining light. It is 
a pity, however, that Mr. Abraham ** hid bis light, under a 
bushel” when he wrote about ihe Walsall cell recorder. 
Let us hope that it was modesty only, as it seems hardly 
correct for a person to write, apparently, as an entirely dis- 
interested person and puff up an article which is his own 
invention. . | 

l must admit that although I have devoted several ycars 
entirely to battery work, experimental and otherwise, and 
have probably had more batteries through my hands than 
Mr. Abraham has had cells, there are still many points on 
which I, and probably others, would be glad of information. 

It appears to me that there are very few people who are 
competent or in a position to write about the pracliral work- 
ing of batteries, and there persons are certainly not central 
station engineers, who, as the majority readily admit, have a 
very superficial knowledge of the subject. The technical 
representatives of the various battery manufacturers, whose 
sole business is that of visiting and advising on the working 
of batteries, are the ones to whom we should look for infor- 
mation. 

With regard to Mr. Pursey's letter, I may say that it is 
not so difficult to pick out sulphated positive plates or nega- 
tives with low capacity entirely by the way they gas, com- 
bined with their appearante and feel. A cell with sulphated 
plates gasses up very differently from one in which the 
positives are normal—the bubbles are smaller in size, the 
plates are usually lighter in colour and are hard to the 
touch. A cell in which the negative plates had small capa- 


city would gas ina still different manner, the negative plates ` 
would probably gas long before the positives, and anyone 
with experience could tell by the look of the paste, and also 


by the colour of the plate on discharge, whether the negatives 
were likely to be at fault or not. 

The loss of capacity of the negative plates is more often 
due to over discharge and internal short circuits than any- 
thing else. 


I am very glad to see that All Gassing” thoroughly 


appreciates the importance of gassing and the need of daily 
inspection ; he has evidently been unfortunate in the choice 
of his battery as regards design, as I have seen many cells 
having none of the defects he mentions. 

I am sorry to say that fully 50 per cent. of battery inztal- 
lations have no milker, and consequently whole cells have to 
be replated which might otherwise have been raved. 


Electrolyte. 


The discussion in your valuable journal on storage 
batteries is a most interesting one, and is of great value, not 
only to users, but to manufacturers of accumulators, In 
Mr. Abraham’s article on his cell recorder, which appeared 
in your issue of September 18th, he tells us that his patent 
instrament will “record on paper the volts of a 280-cell 
battery within 13 minutes’’—1¢., 22 cella in one minute, 
which seems to me very quick work, especially to happen 
this side of the herring-pond. 

I have been in charge of accumulators for some yeare, and 
my experience is that it is wise to very frequently take 
specific gravity readings and carefully compare them with 
previous readings, which is a very easy matter. Cells 


showing any particular difference—of course, taking into 


consideration the charging and discharging they have been 
subjected to—should be at once searched through, when, no 
doubt, the cause will be found. 

I quite agree with Mr. H. S. Pursey's remarks, The 
writer under the nom-de plume All Gassing,” strikes а 
right chord in stating that end plates should have packing 
pieces between them and the boxes; also that cells shonld 
have more separators between the plates. 

I should like to make the following suggestion to manu- 
facturers of lead boxes—that some kind of plug should be 
fitted to the bottom, or in the sides close to the bottom, to 
enable the deposit to be easily cleared out. This is very 


essential, especially with batteries that have the plates burnt 


ther. ПЕ 
е" { Harry В. W. - 


Technical Instruction. 


A short notice of * Appointments Vacant" of November 
13th explains in a very pointed manner the reasons why our 
technical schools play such a small part in tbe development 
of our industries, and also why many firms have such a small 
opinion of their value and the commercial worth of the 
students they turn out :— 

* Wanted—An electrical engineer for municipal power 
station, £400 a year; a tramway manager, £300, rising to 
£450; and an assistant to one of our leading technical 
schools compefent to give instruction in the theory and 
practice of electrical machine design, £150.” 

This means that a man who has to assist in the education 
of our young engineers, and help them to stem the rising 
tide of foreign competition, has less than half the worth of 
а man who superintends the greasing -of an engine or the 
punching of a tramway ticket. 

Nearly every day we read of the opening of a new technical 
school, with a great flourish of trampete, and after pretty 
speeches by the local Bumbles,” the classes commence. 
These schools cost £10,000 and upwardsto build, but itis con- 
sidered economical to entrust this or that department to a man 
at £100 to £200 a year, and as а result, instead of obtaining 
what we want, experienced engineers as instructors, we get 
probably а young man prize rtudent of another technical 
school, who can test a machine to six places of decimals and 
draw pretty pictures in blue and green chalk in his note 
books, but with absolutely no experience of practical work. 
It is a rule on the Continent that all professors and assistants 
must have experience of practical work, and must have held 
responsible positions, and the committees of management. 
find that it pays to offer sufficient salaries to attract good 
men, and then give them opportunities of taking up con- 
sulting work, thereby keeping not only themeelves, but aleo 
their students up to date. 

In some of our schools the mechanical instruction and 
design is that of the sixties, and it will continue to be во, 
until the educational authorities геајіғе not only that one 
must spend money on buildings and apparatus, but that it 
will be thrown away, unless competent men are engaged as 
teachers. € 


~ 


[We are entirely in accord with our correspondent as 
regards the ridiculous salaries paid to technical instructors, 
with the inevitable result that their numbers are continually 
replenished in the lower positions from the ranks of “clever 
students,” destitute of practical experience and utterly un- 
trained in teaching ; as these attain to higher positions, they, 
like their predecessors, realise that they can command higher 
ealaries, with better prospects, in practical work, and they 
leave the teaching profession at the first opportunity. It is 
& capital system—for these clever studenta, who derive 
immense benefit from the facilities for the scquisition of skill 
and knowledge which thus become available to them ; but 
the ordinary students could tell & different tale. 

We deprecate, however, the suggestion that a power station 
engineer has nothing to do but superintend greasers, or that a 
tramway manager supervises the punching of tickets; in 
this our correspondent carries his eloquent protest to an 
unnecessary extreme, for there was no need of disparaging 
highly responsible officials in order to establish his point. 
—Eps. Exec. REv. | 


Variable Speed Continuous-Current Motors. 


The short article which appeared in the REVIEW last week 
on the above subject, by Mr. Frank Broadbent, an old friend 
and late colleague of the writer of this letter, is interesting 
and instructive. 

In the writer's opinion, however, he hardly places sufficient 
value on the obtaining of a very wide range of speed for motors 
which are used in the driving of machine tools. While the 
complication and increased cost of some of the multiple vol- 
tage systems proposed by various American engineers for 
attaining this desirable object may render them unsuitable in 
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many cases, it is admitted by nearly all who have electrically- 
driven machine toola under their management—and aim at 
getting the maximum amount of work produced therefrom— 
that the greater the range of speed the better, provided the 
methods of varying the speed are simple and easily ећ сіє. 

After an experience of 10 years or more with motor-driven 
machine tools, the writer believes that this point of variable 
speed is ‘he most important advantage of motor driving. 

For some classes of machines a ratio of 1:2 is amply 
sufficient, as Mr. Broadbent states, and motors capable of 
giving this range of speed satisfactorily by simply varying 
the exciting current were in use under the writer's charge 
nine years ago. Knowing the advantages derived from their 
use, Le bas gone further, and more recently used motors with 
a speed ratio of 1 : 4, by double-wound armatures with two 
commutators and field regulation combined. This, of course, 
necessitates making special motors, but the results fully 
justify the small extra coet, for many purposes ; for instance, 
with large lathes and boring mills where the diameters of 
work to be operated on vary within very wide limita. 

The writer would certainly advocate the laying down of a 
three-wire system for any new machine shop, or any old shop 
to be converted to electrical driving, and thus, by means cf 
the two voltages, get the advantage of a speed ratio of 1 :4 
in combination with field regulation. For a works which 
already has an electrical installation with the ordinary one- 
voltage supply, and a large number of motors, it is an 
expensive matter to alter things to a two-voltagc system, 
tbe best means tben being the double-commutator motor for 
those machines where the wide speed range is most dcsirable, 
as described before. 

The writer fully concurs with Mr. Broadbent that speed 
regulation by inserting variable resistance in the aru atore 
circuit is too uneconomical to be considered in the great 
majority of cases. 

Geo. Ralph. 

Newcastle-upon-T yne, 

November 14th, 1903. 


The Greatest Electric Shock on Record. 


It is, of course, with some scepticism that one reads of a 
man living after receiving a shock of 24,000 volta, at a 
periodicity of 60 cycles, but, as the article is further perused, 
one finds the man did not have the full 24,000 volta, or any- 
thing like it. 

The explanation given by the correspondent, as to the 
reason of the blacksmith still living, does not seem to me to 
be in any way clear or correct. He says that, owing to the 
arcs, the current, was reduced in volume, but I would suggest 
rather that the current was reduced in quantity. 

The statement that arcs were present, proves that volta 
were dropped acroes them, thereby considerably reducing the 
volts dropped across the man. 

Then, again, the man had been working for some five 
hours at top pressure, and, therefore, his skin and clothes 
would be damp ; these would shunt the major portion of the 
current, and so, even if as much as 4,000 volta were dropped 
across the man, probably not a milli-ampere would actually 
pass through his body. RE 


[Oar correspondent, “ F. C. K.,” himself seems somewhat 
hazy on nomenclature. Neither * quantity " nor “ volume" 
is correct, but rather the “strength” or “intensity” of the 
current. “Quantity” is applicable only to the integral of 
current strength with respect to time. We doubt whether 
the sarvival of the victim can be во readily accounted for as 
our correspondent supposes. His clothes would have to be 
very damp to possess the extremely low resistance suggested, 
and the moisture would be very quickly evaporated. More- 
over, the man’s body was burned at the points of entrance 
and exit of the current.—Ebps. ELEC. Rev. ] 


The Parallel Running of Alternators. 
One or two points in Mr. Leake’s article on this subject 
in your issue of to-day call for notice. 
First, as regards his objection to my use of the word 
* unloaded” when stating the practical rule for angular 
deviation, I agree that in my endeavours to be short, I have, 
perhaps, sacrificed clearness. What I should have said was 


that according to the “ practical rule,” the angular deviation 
i3 limited to a certain fraction of the pole-pitch when the 
mechine is disconnected from the bus-bars and running 
under any constant load. As a matter of fact, in most 
designs of engines the deviation will be biggest when the lcad 
is zero ; and, consequently, it is right to specify a maximum 
deviation for the machine unloaded, provided it is under- 
stood that it is electrically disconnected. 

With reference to the effect of periodicity, Mr. Leake says 
that there is no theoretical reason for supposing that 
parallel running is facilitated by low frequency, and from the 
instance he gives, I take this to mean that two engines 
and dynamos having similar magnetic syst^ms and equal fly- 
wheel capacity, and differing only in the fact that one has 
double the number of poles that the other has, may be 
expected to perform equally well as regards parallel running. 
I do not think that this is correct. Suppose that the two 
machines are magnetically and electrically similar—that is, 
that a section at right angles to the axis of a pair of poles 
and the corresponding bit of armature is similar in the two 
cases—then the change in the rate at which energy is 
delivered to the bus-bars by the machine, by reason of a 
deviation of one degree from uniform rotation, will be double 
in the case of the machine with the larger number of poles 
of what it is in the other machine. Consequently, provided 
that the angular deviation of the machine when coupled to 
the bus-bars, due to uneven turning moment, is the same as 
when the machines are disconnected, the low-frequency 
machine will, practically speaking, operate double as well as 
the high-frequency one; and in crder to make the latter 
work as well as the former, its fly-wheel capacity must be . 
doubled. The proviso referred to is, as stated in the 
paper, fulfilled in most cases by reason of the fact that, 
owing to the heavy fly-wheels required to meet the 
specification, the natural period of oscillation of the 
alternator about a state of steady motion is long com- 
pared with the period of variation in turning moment. 
There can be no doubt that, whatever may be said against 
it on other grounds, the practical rule is perfectly right in 
making the admissible angular deviation depend on the 
pitch angle and, therefore, generally speaking, on the fre- 
quency. 

Mr. Leake asks my viewa on the subject of frequency in 
relation to free oscillations. Free oscillations have been very 
little studied in practice, and I, personally, have only been 
able to investigate them thoroughly in one case. One must, 
therefore, rely to some extent on theory. The effect of fre- 
quency is somewhat complicated, and is too long for state- 
ment here, but the formule from which it can be arrived at 
may be found in my paper on the subject (Royal Soc. Proc., 
June 16th, 1903). 

B. Hopkinson. 

London, S.W., November 16th, 1903. 


Steam Turbo-Generators. 


Referring to my letter to you of November 10th, I have 
to thank you for correcting the figures for vacuum, which, 
unfortunately, the typist had transposed from the manuscript 
to the letter sent you. 

John Н. Barker. 


Loughborough, Vovember 16th, 1903. 


Mr. Geo. Wilkinson’s experience with reciprocating steam 
engines, as I gather from hia letter published in your last 
issue, appears to have been unhappy. While one can be 
sorry for him, his conclusions are really too hasty to be 
passed without remark. There is at least one electricity 
works where steam, superheated very considerably more than 
60° F., bas been in regu!ar use for the past five years in 
quick-revolution reciprocating engines. The engineers 
running the plant are quite happy about it, and would be 
glad to get the steam at a bigher temperature if the super- 
heaters would only give it. There has not been an accident 
in the five years dueto the пзе of superheated steam, other - 
than the failure of a copper bend inadvertently 
left in the main steam pipe when the use of saturated steam 
was discarded. Valve faces, cylinder liners, piston rods, &c., 
that have been subjected to superheated steam for five years 
are still in excellent condition, and the cost of engine repairs 
wil compare favourably with that of most undertakings 
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using the same type of plant. During the whole of this 
period the cylinder oil used has not cost more than 1s. 10d. 
per gallon delivered at the works, and the quantity used is 
strictly moderate. 

There seems generally to be considerably more fear of 
superheated steam among engineers in charge of steam 


engines than there is any occasion for. 
E. LI. I. 


Bournemouth, November 14th, 1905. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Winx ENDING Nov. 18тн, 1902. | "век suoma Nov. 17TH, 1903. 


Adelaide ee .. Value £219 Adelaide Value £22 
Amsterdam..  .. .. «+ 60 Alexandria „ 2% 176 
Antwerp  .. Бе 2: .. 60 Amsterdam.. a sè .. 85 
Auckland T s ке 77 Brisbane Wo AME . tU 12 
Bangkok  .. T E ae 80 Buenos Ayres vs Ka ee 215 
Beira. ee oe oo ee 490 Calcutta. .. ee ee oe 285 
Bombay  .. v5 se .. 179 Colombo ee ES wa 70 
Bremen. Teleg. mat. .. a 48 Durban oe © T . 263 
Calouttia ca dd 2. 899 East London i . 440 
Cape Town .. - ya „ 43 Flushing ©» E .. 72 

* Teleg. wire . 145 Fremantle .. ar m .. 189 
Chinde E A è 10 Gibraltar. Teleg. cable.. .. 742 


Christchurch. 86 | Hamburg. Teleg. mat. 826 


Colombo i i ee 165 Hong Kong .. 5 98 
Copenhagen ^ à T 83 Madras МР 57 
i Teleg. wire e. T Melbourne .. zs - 62 
Durban as ке dd . 402 - Teleg. cable . 630 
sí Teleg. cable .. . . 175 Otago š vi is 22 

Р Elec. cable ee 1,875 Penang Vs E . 572 
East London "s es 34 Port Elizabeth  .. у» * 24 
Fiji .. аж s oe es 56 St. Petersburg. Teleg. wire .. 108 
Fremantle .. х ae e.. 720 Shanghai ex СЕ .. 26 
; Teleg. mat... ex 69 Ringapore .. oe NS ; 84 
Gothenburg. Teleg. wire Y» 82 Stockholm. Teleg. wire 185 
Hamburg. "eleg. mat... .. 100 Bydney vis EA vá .. 1907 
Hamilton ex x .. 165 ” Teleg. mat.  .. ae 82 
Hobart „ -— ee 20 Tientsin ; 5% i 85 


Trinidad у.  .. . e 40 
Wellington oe ae ee oe 1,152 
Yokohama .. A cs ‘a 41 


Hong Hong.. . $s 35 93 
Lyttelton ee ee ee өз 105 
Madras oe oe ee ee 77 
Marseilles .. T - es 55 


Melbourne .. T ae .. 281 
New York .. oe as és 47 
Paris .. T ae on sic 21 
Perth es es .. 1,840 
Port Elizabeth v .. 082 
Reval]. © oe es .. 828 
Rotterdam. Teleg. wire “a 88 
Shanghai .. ee as "e 47 
Singapore eo ee oe ee 44 
Sydney ёа oe oe . 196 
is Teleg. cable .. . 152 
Tokio : PS ae os và 44 
Total . . £10,262 Total ee £6,071 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Flushing. Elec. appar. Value £175 | Sydney. Elec. lamps Value £23 


Bright’s Trustees v. Parsons.—In the Chancery 
Division of the High Court, on Tuesday, 17th inst., the case of Bright's 
Trustees v. Parsons and others came before Mr. Justice Farwell. 

Mr. A. P. Van Neck explained that the action was brought to 
recover certain shares, part of the property of the bankrupt, and 
the motion came on against Parsons and other defendants in default 
of defence. It wasa complicated atory, but it appeared that in the 
early part of 1900 Charles Bright was the beneficial owner of 560 
fully-paid deferred shares and the registered holder of other 
Shares which stood in the names of four nominees. At the time 
the bankrupt was busily engaged in litigation, and judgment 
was signed against him for £5,000. The bankruptcy proceedings 
then ensued. The bankrupt devised a scheme, and part of it related 
to dealing with the shares in Charles Bright & Co., Ltd., of 
Buenos Ayres, The nominees, Arthur George Lewis, Ernest Ford, 


Frederick Stevens, and Arthur Perry, executed transfers of their · 


shares, but the transfers had never been registered, and the shares 
still stood in their names. The result was that neither the defen- 
dant nor the nominees had any beneficial interest in the shares; they 
bad always been the property of the bankrupt. Counsel asked for 
a declaration that the whole of the shares were the bankrupt's pro- 
perty and that the plaintiff was entitled to them; also for an order 
for rectification of the register, and for an injunction againet the 
defendants restraining their dealing with the shares. 
His Lordship: Has Parsons appeared ? 


Mr. Van Neck: No, my lord ; but he has been properly served, out 


of the jurisdiction. 
His Lordship gave judgment as asked. 


Otis Elevators.—' The new Savoy Hotel extensions will 
be equipped with 19 “ Otis ” electric elevators. The installation is 
to comprise flve powerful passenger elevators, four luggage elevators, 
and ten service elevators; allare electric with Otis controllers, and 
with the exception of two or three smaller short rise ones, the speed 
of the elevators will range from 250 ft. to 300 ft. per minute aud 
upwards. Regard being had to the speed and lifting capacity, the 
hotel, as a whole when complete, will have (counting the eight 
“ Otis " hydraulic elevators in the existing buildings) one of the 
largest hotel elevator installations in this country. 


— 
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Catalogues and Lists.—An excellent catalogue of some 
180 pages has been issued by Mxssns. Davip Brown & Sons, LTD., 
of Park Gear Works, Lockwood, Huddersfield, in which numerous 
illustrations, and much descriptive and tabulated matter are pub- 
lished respecting tbeir machine cat gearing. Spur, bevel, worm, 
rawhide, screw and spiral gearing are included, together with certain 
information for determining the dimensions of different kinds of 

earing. 

d Pamphlet No. 1,021 of the Union ELECTBIC Co., LTD., shows & 
range of Union A. P." type dynamos and motors from 100 to 
500 H.P. at the usual standard voltages, which the company 18 
placing before the trade. The machines are made in a large range 
of speeds; each size of magnet frame and armature can be com- 
pleted in five different mechanical outfits, the simplest being suitable 
for forcing on to theengine, pump, or other shaft, and the most com- 
plete being that with three bearings mountéd on a box bedplate 
and arranged for either rope or belt driving. The armature 
windings consist all of shaped bars sunk in accurately fitted and 
smooth surfaced slots in the cores. This type of machine is claimed 
to allow for ample ventilation and large output weight for weight. 

The British Тномвон-Ноовтон Co.'s latest pamphlets are :— 
No. 160, detailing and well illustrating their various electrical 
measuring instruments for switchboard and portable use; No. 161 
showing and describing their type K single-phase integrating 
induction wattmeters, which were recently explained in ће ELEC- 
TRICAL REviEw (p. 747). 

A list of the Vulcan watt-hour prepayment meter has been issued 
by Messrs. Gurren & LANGE, of Westminster. ö 

"Westrumite, the Disinfectant Dustlayer,” is the title of a 
pamphlet brought out by the LONDON AND DIBTRICT WESTBUMITE 
Oo., Lrp., of Dacre House, Victoria Street, 8.W. Bpecial atten- 
tion is directed to the qualities possessed by this material as а 
binding medium for making new macadamised roads. As it 
does not evaporate it is claimed to keep the road in a much better 
condition than when water is used, fcr a much longer time, pre- 
venting the formation of dust and mud. It is puton the road in an 
ordinary sprinkling cart, and is said to dry in about four hours. 

Mussrs. ALEX. WRIORT & Co., of Westminster, have sent us а 
list relating to Simmance & Abady's new patent Flicker” photo- 
meter, for conducting the most delicate tests of electric incandescent, 
arc, and other lighting. The forms illustrated are suitable for 
application to any existing photometer bar. f | | 

A brochure got пр in the high-class style usual with Westinghouse 
publications, has been issued explaining in great detail, and by the 
aid of excellent illustrations, photographic and line, the principles 
and practice of the Westinghouse electro-pneumatic signalliog 
system, manufactured by the WESTINGHOUSE BrakE Co, LTD. at 
King's Cross. One of the most interesting parts of the publication 
is the addendum which gives a short description and plan of the 
Bolton installation on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, which 
was put into regular service for the control of passenger traffic in 
September, 1903. 

The Ерівох & Swan- UNITED ELECTRIC LIGHT Co, LTD., have 
just issued three November leafiets detailing a number of their 
improvements in high voltage accessories for the present season. 
Leaflet No. A 2,015 describes the Ediswan " improved pattern 
knife switches, which are suitable for circuite up to 550 volts, aod 
are listed in віх sizes for single, double and triple-pole, and also for 
single and double as change-over switches. Every part is 
standardised and interchangeable, and the six-pace leaflet includes 
plans and tables of dimensions. Leaflet No. A 2,016 shows & 
strongly-made high-voltage pear switch, and leaflet No. A. 2,017 anew 
high-voltage wallisocket. Both of these articles have been specially 
designed with a view to securing absolute reliability on bigh- 
voltage circuits, and they can be easily wired. Members of the 
wiring trade can obtain copies of these leaflets on application to 
the company. 

The Execraic HEATING Corporation, of 34, Leadenhall Street, 
E.C., has issued a small pamphlet relating to the Phenix patent 
electric heating apparatus, of which it is the sole manufacturer. 
Illustrations of a number of neat designs are shown, with prices in 
some cases. The corporation has in preparation a list of cooking 
apparatus, hot plates, irons, foot warmers, &c. 


The Vulcan Prepayment Meter.—Messrs. Geipel and 
Lange inform us that they have now adapted their Vulcan pre- 
payment meter—which ie largely used as a penny-in-the-slot meter 
—for use with shilling prepayments. The shilling-in-the-slot 
meter embodies all the features of the penny-in-the-slot, differing 
only in the size of the coin-slot and in the reduction of the 
numerator train. The meters are made in 2 aud 3-ampere sizes, 
suitable for pressures between 50 and 250 volts, and provision is made 
for a prepayment at one time of 8s., while the price per unit can be 
varied to suit any limitin this country. Like the penny-in-the-slot 
Vulcan type, this meter may be used at will on either continnous or 
alternating current, and without requiring recalibration. It is 
claimed that the accuracy of this instrument is not only to Board of 
Trade requirements, but that it is within 23 per cent. on.the first 
8-c.P. lamp. Inasmuch asthe commutator is made of platinum, this 
accuracy may be relied upon even in towns where the atmosphere 1s 
apt to tarnish or blacken commutators made of oxidisable metals. 
We understand that this meter is in use in nearly 100 supply 
stations in this country, which alone speaks for its merits. 


Foster Arc Lamps.—Messrs. Foster & Co., of Wimble- 
don, have secured the order for the lighting of Messrs. MacFarlane, 
Lang & Co.s new biscuit works at Fulham, with over 70 of their 
latest pattern hot-wire factory arc lamps, which we described in the 
ErrcTRICAL Review for July 3186. ` 
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The Gate Sawing Machine.—The.machine shown in 
the accompanying illustration is intended for sawing the gits of 
brass and other castings, and it is made by Messrs. Edward G. 
Herbert, Ltd., of Cornbrook Park Works, Manchester. The general 
idea of the machine is sufficiently explained by the illustration. 
The “git” to be cut is rested inthe angle of the bar support, and 
the operator, who has both hands free to hold the castings, presses 
the foot lever by means of which tbe machine is started and the saw 
is fed through the “git.” The feed of the saw is a gravity feed, 
which сап be checked, but not accelerated, by the operator, who 
cannot jam the saw in the work. The saws are bard, of special 


GATE Sawina MACHINE. 


make, and will cut the barder alloys of copper, and also Delta metal 
and aluminium. With the machine gite" can be rapidly cut off 
flush with the casting, without fear of damaging the latter. “Gits” 
up to 14 in. diameter can be dealt with at one out, and larger sizes 
can be severed by two or morecuts. An important feature claimed 
by the makers is that the saw stops running as soon as the treadle 
is released. The machine should prove of great value, especially to 
brassfounders. 


London Artesian Wells.— It has been further demon- 
strated, by the success obtained in boring for water at the new 
offices now in course of erection for the Royal London Friendly 
Society, Finsbury Square, E.C., that the water supply from the 
chalk beds underlying London is not only inexhaustible but perfect 
in quality. Messrs. Alfred Williams & Co., of Artesian Works, 
Bow, E., have just obtained from a 6-in. internal diameter steel- 
lined artesian well (450 ft.) a supply of over 2,000 gallons per hour, 
which has been proved by analysis to be wholesome drinking water 
of high quality. Messre. Williams are now fixing af the above a 
similar system of pumping plant to those they have installed at 
Salisbury House and other places in the City. It consists of a deep 
well pump, which is lowered down the bore-hole about 100 ft. below 
water level. The pump rods are accurately balanced and connected 
to worm gears running in oil bath and mounted on ball bearings. 
This arrangement is coupled direct to an electric motor, which is 
connected to the mains of the Electric Supply Co. The arrange- 
ment is very simple. No driving belt is required, and all that is 
necessary ie to switch on the current, and the water is delivered into 
storage tanks situated on the roof, which, in this instance, will be 
about 90 ft. from ground level. 


Rugby.—In a recent issue we mentioned that Messrs. 
Willans & Robinson, Ltd., of Rugby, were entering the automobile 
industry. It is now definitely announced that the Duryea Co., of 
Coventry, whose petrol motor-cars have hitherto been manufactured 
in the United States, will now build them in this country, and that 
the engines and principal machine parts of these cars will be the 
product of the Rugby works. 


Auction Sale,—Messrs. Percy Huddleston & Co. will, 
on November 25th, offer for sale at Hammersmith a quantity of 


electrical plant, of which particulars appear among our advertise- 
ments to-day. 


. Books Received, — Subject List of Works on the 
Mineral Industries and Allied Sciences in. tbe Patent. Office 
Library." London: The Patent Office, 1908. 6d. 


“ Cylinder Oil and Cylinder Lubrication,” by H. M. Welle and 
W. oe Taggart. Manchester: The Henry Wells Oil Co., 1903. 
38. 6d. net. 


Report on the Work of the Department of Technology of the 
City and Guilds of London tute for the Session 1902-3.” 
London: John Murray. 9d. net. 


A Large Polyphase Hauling Plant.—The days. of 
mule and horse haulage in underground mine workings are evidently 
numbered, judging by the increased employment of electrical 
energy for this purpose in coal and other mines. Improvement in 
output, with reduction in haulage cost, is mainly responsible for, the 
introduction of electric hauling planta, in preference to either animal 
or mechanical haulage. An interesting example is that of the Bol- 
sover Colliery, near Chesterfield, where a 200- P. endless rope haul- 
ing plant, operated by a polyphase induction motor of this output, is 
doing good service. The hauling plant is fixed in a chamber 360 yds. 
below ground level, where it is supplied with three-phase current at 
440 volts by 35 sq. in. paper-insulated armoured cable. The adjoin- 
ing illustration shows the arrangement of the hauling motor and 
switchgear. The motor is coupled to the hauling gear by a 22-in 
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A LancGE PotypHasE HAULING PLANT. 


cotton belt, running normally at a speed of 5,000 ft. per minute. 
The motor speed, which is constant, is 580 revolutions per minute, 
and a haulage rate of 194 ft. per minute is attained. 350 wagons at 
present comprise the load, with a constant number of 20 empties, 
the incline varying between 1 in 22 and 1in 40. The motor, of the 
Westinghouse induction type, is controlled from & marble panel 
switchboard, fitted with voltmeter, circuit breakers, and starting 
switch. The latter operates in conjunction with two auto-trans- 
formers, which lower the line voltage for starting, the full pressure 
being applied when the switch is thrown to the running position, 
The plant is in constant operation for 16 hours a day. Electrical 
energy is derived from a 250-H.P. Westinghouse steam alternator 
and exciter, furnishing polyphase current at 440 volts, this unit being 
on the pit bank. 


Provisional Order Notices.—The London Gazette for 
November 13th contained the following notices of applications for 
prov. orders :— 


Northampton.—N.E.L. & P. Co., extension of area of supply. 

Hexham.—E. P. Harvey, electrical engineer, Richmond, is 
to apply for lighting powers for this and other parishes 
(Northumberland). 

Walmer,—U.D.C., prov. order. 

West Ham.—Corporation tramways prov. order for short line 
from the Grove to the Broadway, Stratford. 

Lancashire Electric Power Co. Removal of restrictions on 
erection of generating stations and other powers. 

Royton.—U.D.C, Extension of tramway powers. 

Clitheroe.—Corporation prov. order for electric lighting. 

Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Co. Extension 
of time for commencing works, removal of restrictions re erection of 
stations and other powers. 

London Electric Lighting Areas.—Board of Trade application to 
Parliament for alteration and adjustment of existing areas of 
supply in London. 

Crompton.— U.D.C. Extension of tramway powers, 

Ealing.—Corporation. Various powers including supply of 
energy to adjoining districts for lighting and traction supply of 
electric fittings, restricting use of overhead wires, &c. 


818 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (vot. 53. No. 1,956, Novaxsan 20, 1903. 


_ Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Last week, at the Court of 
Bankruptcy, Mr. Registrar Hope conducted the public examinatien 
of Ferdinand Fanta, who is described as of 4 and 5, Warwick 
Court, High Holborn, engineer. His statement of affairs showed 
liabilities £5,194, of which £2,778 was unsecured, and an eatimated 
surplus in assets of £1,826. The debtor stated, in reply to the 
Assistant Receiver, that in 1896 he patented an electric glow lamp, 
and in 1900 he also patented a process for cleaning and renewing 
electric lamps. He had acted asa director of companies formed to 
acquire the foreign rights, and he attributed his failure principally 
to inability to realise his interests in one of the patents, and to 
other causes.—The examination was concluded. 

A receiving order has been made on a creditor's petition against 
George Neale, electrician, of Fulham Palace Road (lately trading 
with another as the South-Western Electrical Contracting and 
Maintenance Co.) 

A second dividend of 28. 8d. in the £ is payable on November 
23rd at 7, Lothbury, E.C., in the case of Harry South & Co., Ltd. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations, — The Automobile 
Supply Co, Ltd. is winding up voluntarily with Mr. J. E. 
Meadowcroft, 6, Moorgate Street, E.O., as liquidator. 

The Centre Steering Tractive Co., of 47, Moorgate Street, E.C., is 
winding up voluntarily with Mr. F. W. Brown, 85, Culverley Road, 
Bromley Road, Catford, as liquidator. 

Messrs. E. T., E. S., and W. H. Mackrill (E. T. Mackrill & Sons, 
electrical engineers, Aylesbury) have dissolved partnership so far as 
E. T. Mackrill is concerned. The remaining partners continue the 
business and will attend to debts. 

Mr. Albert Lester Taylor has retired from the firm of Mesars. 
Lester Taylor, Kelly & Hide, consulting engineers, of 36, Dale 
Street, Liverpool. The business will be continued under the style of 
Kelly & Hide by Messrs. Archie Kelly and Walter James Hide. 

A meeting of the Electric Royalties Syndicate will be held on 
December 18th to hear an account of the liquidation from Mr. W. H. 
Darvell, the liquidator. 

Messrs. Haydn T. Harrison, P. J. Brawer, and F. S. Pilleau 
(Haydn, Harrison and Co, electrical engineers, Victoria Street, 
S. W.) have dissolved partnership. Mess:s. Harrison and Brewer 
will continue the business. 


Trade Announcement.—Owing to need of larger 


premises, Messrs. Van Raden & Co., Ltd., removed on November 1st | 


to 567, Foleshill Road, Coventry. 


Exports of Electrical Machinery. — The value of 
the exports of British electrical machinery during the past month 
is officially returned at £38,459, which brings the total f.r the ten 
months ending with October up to £370,281. 


Telegraph Wire Imports.—The value of the imports 
into this country of foreign telegraph cable and apparatus con- 
nected therewith imported into this country during the past month 
is returned at £5,419, which brings the total for the ten months 
ending with October up to £50,199. 


German Exports of Electrical Machinery.—A steady 
increase is taking place in the exportation of electrical machinery. 
For the eight months ending with August last the Customs returus 
showed a total of 8,580 tons, as compared with only 8,388 tons in 
the corresponding eight months of 1902. 


Greenhouse and others v. South Lancashire 
Electric Traction and Power Co.—At the Chancery Court, held 
at Liverpool on 16th inst., before Vice-Chancellor Hall, this case 
was heard, Bir William Forwood and Mr. William Barrett, trustees 
for the debenture holders, being also made defendants. The action 
was by certain debenture holders to obtain a decision as to whether 
a majority were able to carry, as against a minority, a resolution 
which reduced the present first debenture holders to the position of 
second debenture holders by giving the company power to issue 
debentures to the amount of £600,000 and place them in front of 
the present debentures. An injunction was also asked for to pre- 
vent the trustees or directors acting upon the resolutions, and for the 
appointment of a receiver and manager. 

Mr. Grant, for the plaintiffs, argued that the system bad been 
built with the debenture holders’ money, and that it was not 
reasonable to ask them to forego their priority and take the position 
of unsecured creditors of the company. 

The Vice-Chancellor pointed out that it was clear the terms ef 
the deed gave a three-fourths majority the power to sanction any 
modification or scheme of arrangement, although it partly deprived 
the debenture holders of their security. It might seem very hard 
to put £600,000 in front of the existing first mortgage holders, but 
persons who invested in the hope of getting 44 per cent. on the 
faith of a deed which said that their rights might be compromised 
or modified by a majority of the shareholders could not come to the 
Court and claim those absolute rights which an ordinary mortgage 
gave. They decided that they should be postponed toan extent not 
exceeding £800,000, and this decision was come to by a majority of 
about 18 to 1 in value. It seemed to him, therefore, that tbe appli- 
cation failed. | | 


‘ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ashford (Kent).—Messrs. Crossland & Frippard have 
notified to the T.C. their intention to float & company to apply for 


a prov. order for the lighting of the district. The Council bas 


closed with the terms offered. 


Bridgend. — Terms have been arrived at between the 
U.D.C. and the South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co., for 
the supply of energy to the town. The company, in consideration 
of being able to supply consumers, undertakes not to charge 3d. for 
transforming, and to pay to the Council 24 per cent. on the gross 
estimated sum receivable from all future customers for both power 
and light. The arrangement is for a year only. 


Brynmawr.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply for а 
prov. order for electric lighting throughout the urban district. 


Caerphilly.— The canvass on the electric lighting question 
undertaken by the U.D.O., has resulted in consumers for 1,000 8-c.P. 
lamps being secured in Caerphilly Town; 498 lamps in Aber and 
Senghenydd; and 307 lamps in Llanbradach. It is proposed to 
олате 6d. per unit in the Caerphilly district, where gas is 5s. per 
1; . 

Clitheroe.—The T.C. has decided to apply to the B. of T. 


for a prov. order, authorising it to supply electricity within the 
borough, 


Coombe and Malden.—The U.D.C.-has decided to 


| apply to the B. of T. fora prov. order for E.L. within the urban 


district. 


Darlington.—The T.C. has fixed the charge for energy 
supplied to the tramways at 124. per unit. 


Dunfermline. — The National Electric Construction 
Со. has intimated to the Т.С. that it intends to apply for an order 
for the lighting of the district. 


Dundee.—A scheme is under consideration to provide 
electrical energy for the mills and factories in the district, and it 
is proposed to form a company to carry it out. | 


Durham.—The С.С. bas appointed a Committee to 
report upon a echeme of electric lighting for the county. 


Egremont.— The B. of T. has communicated with the 
U.D.C. as to whether the electric lighting order obtained in 1900 
shall be allowed to remain any longer in force. The Council is 
negotiating for the lease of the order to a private company, and 
has decided to apply for an extension of time. 


Falkirk.—The electric light has been introduced at the 
gas works, in the purifying house, the benzole house, and other 
places where there is danger in using naked lighta. 

The T.O. has resolved to apply to the Secretary for Scotland for 
permission to borrow a further sum of £10,000 for electrical 
purposes. The expenditure on the undertaking up to the present 
time amounts to £24,500. 


Faversham.—The T.C. has fixed the following scale of 
charges for the supply of energy :— Private lighting, 6d. per unit ; 
small motors, 6d.; motors over 2 E. p., 3d.; meter rents, 18. per 
quarter up to 25 8-c.p.; and 18. 6d. per quarter up to 50 8.0 P. 
lamps. 


Festiniog.—The U.D.C. last week discussed the question 
of the defective supply of energy by the Yale Electric Power Co, 
who had signed an agreement with the Council to supply the dis- 
trict. The special committee appointed to inquire into the matter 
stated that in view of the unsatisfactory supply of energy and the 
failure of the company to carry out tbe terms of the agreement, 
it recommends that a notice be served upon the company to the 
effect that unless the company carry out the general terms of their 
sgreement with the Council, a notice shall be served upon them to 
terminate the same. The report was adopted, and the Council also 
decided to engage an expert to advise them on the subject. 


France.—A company has been formed to take over a 
concession from the St. Gengoux Municipal Council for installing 
the electric light into the towns of Clermont-Ferraud, Pontgibaud, 
Pontaumur and Auzances. 

The French Thomson-Houston Co. has been authorised to con- 
struct at Thilliéres, near Mouleydier, & flume for the utilisation of 
the waters of the River Dordogne for the purpose of generating 
electrical energy to supply the Bordeaux tramwsye, and to light the 
localities along the banks of the Dordogne. 


Frome.—The U. D. C. has agreed to Messrs. Edmundson's 
Electricity Corporation taking over its electric lighting order, and 
has decided to allow them the use of the waste water from 
the baths during seven months of the year, and charge them 
for water supplied during the remainder of the period from the 
mains at 1d. per 1,000 gallons. An agreement is to be prepared 
embodying this arrangement, and containing a clause that if at any 
time during the continuance cf the arrangement it should be found 
that, owing to the increased cost in fuel, or wages, or other expendi- 
ture, the water could not be lifted to the reservoir at less than 1d. 
per 1,000 gallons, the charge should be proportionately increased 
for the time being. Меввгв. Edmundson's have decided to supply 
energy for lighting all premises owned by the Council at a flat rate 
of 24d. per unit, the same asfor public lighting. Energy for power pur- 
poses will be supplied at a reduction of 10 per cent. on its standard 
rate or at а flat rate of 14d. per unit, at the option of the 
Council. 

Тое U.D.O. has applied for a loan of £7,100 for electric lighting 
purposes, tbe money being required for extensions of the cables and 
for the provision of a cooling tower. , 
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Gellygaer.—At a recent meeting of the U.D.C. it 
was decided to ask the Dowlais Co. to supply energy for the light- 
ing of Bedlinog. 


Germany.—H.M. Consul General at Berlin, in a recent 
report, states that favourable results have been obtained by the 
introduction of electric power into the weaving industry at Anrath, 
a Rhenish town. Formerly cottage hand weaving was extensively, 
though not very profitably, carried on. Since electric power has 
been introduced the weavers, who still work in their homes, are 
much better off. The average price of a loom is £40, and the 
electric power per loom amounts to about £3 per annum. In 
addition to a much higher productive capacity, the new system 
requires less exertion on the part of the operator, and is a decided 
gain from a sanitary point of view. A single loom enables a work- 
man to earn upwards of £1 10s. a week, and some weavers frequently 
work two looms. 

Tenders are about to be invited for the erection of an -electric 
lighting station in the town of Peine (Hanover). 


Gosport.—The B. of T. has threatened to revoke the 
Council's electric lighting order. The Portemouth Corporation now 
has the work in hand. 


Hollingbourne,—The Kent Electric Power Syndicate 
has informed the R.D.C. that it does not propose to proceed any 
further this session with the application for a prov. order tc supply 
electricity in the Council's area. 


King William’s Town (S.A.).—The electricity works 
of the King Electric Co. were inaugurated on the 24th ult. A 
concession was granted by the T.C. to the company in 1900 for 25 
years, the Council having the option of taking over the scheme by 
paying the shareholders 6 per cent. on the capital invested. The 
plant is single-phase alternating, at 2,100 volta, transformed down 
to 220 volts, in nine transformer sub-stations. The power station 
is equipped with two Paxman “ Economio ” boilers of 6,000 lbs. water 
evaporative capacity per hour, with a working pressure of 140 Ibe. 
per eq. in.; two Belliss & Morcom engines coupled to Е C. C. 50-xw. 
alternators, and two direct-coupled exciters; Wheeler condenser 
and feed pumps; switchboard by Messrs. Cowans, Ltd.; and steam 
piping by Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. The mains were supplied by 
Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., and the transformers by Messrs. Ferranti, 
Ltd. Owing to the demand for private supply, arrangements ате 
being made for the installing in the near future of another 
generating set and boiler. At the present time 225 25-0. p. lamps 
are in use for street lighting, and about 100 private consumers will 
shortly be taking a supply. The power station is situated on the 
banks of the Baffalo River, where there is a good supply of water. 
The cost of the scheme up to date is £18,000. The price of energy 
for street lighting is 7d. per unit, and for private consumers 1s. 3d. 
The whole of the work has been carried out under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. E. G. Clifford Jones, late city electrical engineer 
at Cape Town. The resident engineer is Mr. G. E. Saunders, who 
left the Hampstead Corporation to take up this position, last 
February. 


London.—ISLIN GTON.— The L. C. C. has given its con- 


sent to the B. C. to borrow £3,753 for the purchase of electricity . 


meters. 

BERMONDsEY.—At the last meeting of the B. C. а letter 
was read from the Surrey Commercial Dock Co., consenting to 
electric cables being carried through their premises and across the 
Surrey Docks. 


Louth.—The T.C. has decided to assent to the offer of 
the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co. for the 
leasing of the Council's E.L. order. The company will repay to 
the Council the cost of obtaining the order, and will give the 
Council the opportunity to purchase the undertaking at the expiration 
of 14 years and every 7 years afterwards; energy is to be supplied 
at 6d. per unit for private lighting; 4d. for public lighting; and 
3d. for power purpose». 


Lowestoft.—The T.C. has declined to adopt a free 
wiring scheme submitted by Messrs. Mann & Co., of this town. It 
has been decided to give consumers the option of a flat rate of 6d. 
рег е instead of the present maximum demand system of 7d. 
and 3d. 


Melksham.—A prov. order for E.L. will be applied for 
in the next session of Parliament by the U.D.C. 


Mirfield.—The Yorkshire Electrical Power Co. has 
intimated to the U.D.C. that it will be prepared to supply 
energy to the Council for distribution, by December Ist, 1904. 


Mondariz, Spain.—An order has been granted to an 
appropriation of 6,000 litres of water per second from the River Tea 
for generating electricity for industrial purposes. 


Pembroke, Co. Dubliu.—The U.D.C. has resolved to 
apply to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £20,000 for extending its 
electric lighting system. It was stated at the meeting last week 
that the undertaking was very satisfactory, there being about £500 
to the good. 


Port Elizabeth (S. A.). An extension of the electricity 
Кт is in contemplation, and it is proposed to call for tenders 
0 J. a H 


Penzance.—Mr. W. T. Pressland, on behalf of the 
Penzance and District Electric Supply Co., has intimated to the 
T.C. that the company intends applying for a prov. order to supply 
aL E in the district; the T.C. resolved to support Mr. 
Pressland. 


Rotherham.—The T.C. has decided to promote a Bill. 
in Parliament authorising it to sell and hire out electrical fittings and 
apparatus for lighting and motive power and to undertake the wiring 
of premises. - | EE 
Saffron Walden.—The report of & special Committee 
recommending the installation of electricity for the whole of the 
town, has been adopted by the T. O., and a prov. order is to be 
applied for. | 


Sherborne.—The Southern District Electricity Corpora- 
tion has given notice to the T.C. that it intends to apply for a 
prov. order to supply electricity to the district. The corporation 
stated that the price of energy would be to the Council 4d. and 24d. 
for lizhting and power respectively, and for private consumers 6d. 
апа 3d., with an alternative on the maximum demand system, to the 
Council, first 100 hours, 7d., after 3d., for lighting; for power, 4d. 
and 2d.; and for private purposes, 7d. and 4d. for lighting; power, 
4d. and 2d. The Council would have the right to purchase the under- 
taking at stated intervals. 


Seaford.—The U.D.C. has declined to entertain the 
proposals for the supply of electricity, made by the Sir Hiram 
Maxim Electrica! and Engineering Co. | 


Southend.—The T.C. has received permission from the 
L. d. B. to raise a loan of £20,000 for the purchase of additional 
plant for the electricity works. 


Spain.—La Sociedad Alpujarrena de Nuestra Senora del 
Martirio has applied for & concession to utilise the water-power of 
the River Pincena in the generation of electrical energy for lighting 
and power purposes at Pincena. 


Sutton.—The U.D.C. has determined to appoint a 
deputation to wait on the County of Surrey Electrical Power Dis- 
tribution Co. in regard to the vibration from their works. 


Swanage.—The Southern District Electricity Corporation 
and Messrs. Pressland & Frippard have made application for a 
prov. order to install the electric light in the town. 


Swinton and Pendlebary.—The U.D.C. has decided to 
commence work under the E.L. order, and tenders for an electric 
lighting plant and cables are to be invited. Cables will be laid from 
Irlam's-o'-th'-Height along Manchester Road and Chorley Road to 
Swinton Church. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—The City Council, with a view to 
extending its plant in the near future, has instructed Messrs. 
Preece & Cardew to ascertain the terms on which Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr are prepared to supply an additional 1, 000-H. p. steam alternator, 
with condensers, switchboards, &c., and 1,000-m.». additional sub- 
station machinery, with the necessary additions to the switchboards. 


Thames Ditton,—Messrs. Edmundson's Electricity Cor- 
poration has informed the U.D.O. that it will apply to the B. of T. 
for & prov. order for E.L., and the Council has decided to withhold 
its consent to thetapplication. 


Trowbridge.—The U.D.C. has received notice of the 
intention of the Western Electric Distributing Co. to apply fora 
prov. order to supply electricity within its area. The Council 
already possesses its own order, but nothing has been done to 
carry it out, beyond obtaining an expert's report. 


Todmorden.— A L.G.B. inquiry has been held in 
regard to the application by the T.C. to borrow £27,174, for a com- 
bined electricity and destructor works. There was no opposition. 


Whitley Upper.—Thé U.D.C: is negotiating with the 
Yorkshire Electric Power Co. for the supply of electricity for power 
purposes in the district. 


Wimborne.—The Southern District Electricity Corpora- 
tion has notified the U.D.O. that it is applying to the B. of T. 
for a prov. order for the lighting of its area. The Conncil has 
decided to take no steps in the matter. 


Wishaw, N.B.—The T.C. has resolved to apply for a 
prov. order for electric lighting purposes. Energy is to be taken 
from the Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co., satisfactory terms 
having been arranged. 

Wolverhampton.—The T.C. intends applying for 
powers to supply energy in bulk to local authorities and others 
outside the borough. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Bishop Auckland.— The local authorities have promised 
to support an application by a syndicate for powers to construct 
electric tramways from Bishop Auckland to Spennymoor, Eldon 
Lane, West Auckland and Etherley, Messrs. D. Balfour & Sone, of 


. Newcastle, are the engineers for the undertaking.) .— 
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Chatham.—At a meeting at the Queen's Hall, Chatham, 
Mr. W. Jensen, the esteemed resident engineer and manager of the 
Chatham and District Light Railways Co., stated that the total 
mileage run since starting had en 1,055,000; number of 
passengers carried, 9,500,000 (on one particular day they carried 
53,000 people); one of the drivers had covered 27,500 miles, had 
worked a whole year without any accident, and had carried on his 
car over 200,000 people. "This driver had received & bonus from the 
company as an appreciation of his conduct. 


Crewe, — The T.C. has decided that until it bas 
secured powers to construct electric tramways, it will not consider 
any proposals from companies for the provison of electric tram- 
ways. Two companies have submitted schemes for electric tram- 
ways from the town to Nantwich. 


Dartford.—The U.D.C. has come to the conclusion that 
it is desirable that the construetion of electrio tramways in the 
town shoüli be proceeded with forthwith, and a Committee has 
been appointed to consider the best method of exercising the 
powers possessed by the Council The estimated cost of construct- 
ing the lines included in the order obtained in 1902, with the plant, 
is £90,713. 


Glasgow District.—Jntimation has been made of several 
large schemes of tramway extensions in the district of Glasgow. 
The Glasgow Corporation has the largest proposals. It has 
decided to apply to Parliament for the following extensions of 
its system :—A line from Maryhill to Milngavie, with a branch to 
Bearsden; from Pollokshaws (West) through Thornliebank to 
Spiers Bridge, and thence to Busby ; from Cathcart to Clarkston ; 
and from Pollokshaws (East) along Kilmarnock Road, to the new 
railway station at Whitecrangs. The T.C. is also considering the 
question of constructing a line from Thornliebank to Barr- 
head. The Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. are also in the field, 
and they propose to seek powers for the construction of tramways to 
Bearsden and to Milngavie and to Thornliebank and Nitehill. It is 
also stated that Mr. Murphy, who is at present constructing the lines 
in the Paisley district, contemplates applying for powers to extend 
the connection to Barrhead. The schemes are the largest that have 
been brought forward in the west of Scotland for some time. 


Greenock.—Some mention was made in these columns 
recently of the arbitration proceedings between the Corporation and 
the Greenock and Port Glasgow Tramways Co. We now have some 
further facts respecting the matter. We understand that the agree- 
ment between the above parties stipulated that the company were to 
take from May 1st, 1901, all the energy required for the working of 
the tramways, the minimum amount guaranteed by the company 
being 500,000 units per annum, The price to be paid by the com- 
pany for this energy was 14d. per unit for the 500,000, the price of 
all energy in excess of this amount to be settled by mutual agree- 
ment. A further condition of the lease was that the company 
were to pay the Corporation & reasonable sum for the use of feeder 
ways. Owing to differences arising between the Corporation and 
the company, an appeal was made, as provided by the lease, by the 
company to the Board of Trade, who appointed Mr. Sheldon, 
barrister, to act as arbiter between the two parties. The 
questions submitted to him were :— 

1. To determine the date from which the company were bound to fulfil their 


obligation to take electric energy from the Corporation at the rate of 500,0C0 
units per annu 


m, 
2. The price to be paid by thecompany for all energy in excess of 500,000 units 
per annum. 


8. The sum to be paid as rental for the use of cable-ways, the capital value 
of whioh was admitted to be £2,000. 

The sittings of the Arbitration Court took place in the Inns of 
Court Hotel, Mr. Sydney Morse representing the company (which 
is one of the British Electric Traction group), while Mr. John 
Kennedy looked after the intereste of the Corporation. 

On the first question, the company claimed that the work of 
reconstructing the tramways was delayed on account of the action 
of the Corporation in making certain alterations to the original 
plans, and they further claimed that the Corporation were not ina 
position to supply energy at the date specified in the lease—viz., 
May 15th, 1901. The Corporation, on the other hand, denied that 
the alteration which they asked the company to make in their 
original plans had caused any real delay, and also stated that while 
the new plant which had been ordered for traction purposes was not 
ready till July 1st, they were prepared to give & supply from the 
existing plant which was identical with the plant ordered for 
traction. They therefore claimed from the company the sum of 
£741, which represented the difference between the energy actually 
taken by the company during the first year of the lease (381,000 
units), and the minimum supply of 500,000. 

The most important of the three questions was, of course, that 
referring to the price to be paid for the energy in excess of the 
500,000 unite. 

. The Corporation called Mr. J. A. Robertson, burgh electrical 
engineer, to give evidence as to the present condition of the under- 
taking, and costs of producing energy for the company. He was 
cross-examined at great length by Mr. Sydney Morse, who tried to 
show that the cost of producing traction energy in a combined 
station was much less than the cost of producing lighting energy, 
and that it was unfair to divide the costs of production equally over 
the whole output. The Corporation also called Mr. I. E. Winslow, 
who gave it as his opinion that no reduction should be made in the 
price charged for energy until the company’s conaumption reached a 
million units per annum. To rebut these witnesses’ evidence, the 
company called Mr. Н. M. Sayers, Mr. A. J. Lawson (of the B. E. T. 
Co.), Mr. Arthur Wright, of "maximum demand” fame, and Mr. 
Philip Dawson. "These witnesses were all of opinion that the exceas 
power should be supplied at the rate of 4d. per unit. Aa the com- 


pany are taking energy at the rate of nearly 800,000 units per 
annum, it will be seen that the difference between the company's 
figures and the price asked by the Corporation would amount to over. 
£1,200 per annum. The examination of various witnesses turned on 
such questions as the proportion of capital which ought to be 
allotted against traction plant in a combined station, the compara- 
tive oost of generating for traction and lighting purposes, the amount 
of overload which a traction generator should stand, and the kick 
of different types of recording instruments. 

The arbiter’s decision is as follows :— 

. 1. Angust 1st, 1901, is the date from which the company were 
bound to take energy at the rate of 500,000 units per annum. 

2. That seven-tenths of a penny isthe price to be paid for all 
energy in excess of the minimum guaranteed amount of 500,000 units 
per annum. | 

3. That £125 per annum is the sum to be paid for the rent of the 
cable-ways used by the company for their traction feeders. 

The Court sat on 10 different occasions between April 25th and 
July 29th. The costs of the arbitration are to borne in equal shares 
by each party. 


London County Council.— The tramway question 
occupied the attention of the Council for nearly two hours on 
Tuesday, as the result of the presentation of a scheme in relation 
to the proposed purchase of the undertaking of the London 
Southern Tramways Co. It may be remembered that a fortnight 
ago the Council referred back to the Highways Committee for re- 
consideration a recommendation in favour of the powers of purchase 
not being exercised at the present time. The report upon which 
this recommendation was based stated that the tramways in 
question, which comprise a total length of 53 miles, and extend 
from Vauxhall to Camberwell and Norwood, are not at present 
remunerative, and that in order to make them profitable consider- 
able portions of the lines would have to be doubled, and costly 
street widenings carried out. The cost of the street improvements, 
if the conduit system alone were used, would be extremely heavy, 
as it would be necessary to provide sufficient width for double lines 
throughout, and this would involve a serious excess of expenditure 
over receipts on working for several years. With the adoption ofa 
mixed system of overhead and underground traction, and by 
avoiding the more expensive widenings, the excess cost of working 
could be considerably reduced; but the Committee doubted 
whether even then the system would be entirely self-supporting 
from the first. The total capital sum which would have to be 
provided was estimated at £450,000; and having regard to the 
present capital commitments of the Couneil, the Committee did not 
feel justified in recommending steps to be taken for the compulsory 
purchase of the undertaking. 

The Highways Committee, having given the subject additional 
consideration, reported on Tuesday having had before them a 
further proposal of the overhead system on the lines between the 
Swan, Clapham Road, and Camberwell Green and Norwood 
respectively, and for the conduit method between the Swan and the 
terminus at Vauxball The total expenditure involved would 
amount to £375,000, of which £295,000 would be for the tramways, 
and it would be possible to arrange for a through service of cars 
from Tooting to Vauxhall, and ultimately over Vauxhall Bridge to 
Victoria Station. There was no doubt that a through service 
would be largely used, and it was considered that when recon- 
structed in that manner the lines would prove to be self-supporting. 
The Committee, therefore, reccmmended the Council (1) to convene 
а special meeting to consider and decide whether the company’s 
undertaking should be purchased ; and (2) to refer to the Highways 
and Improvements Ccmmittees to ascertain whether the local 
authorities concerned would consent to the adoption of the over- 
head system for the whole with the exception of the lines in South 
Lambeth Road, contribute one-third of the net cust of the necessary 
street widenings for the reconstruction of the tramways, and 
consent to the doubling of the tramways where decided upon. 

Mr. J. W. Benn, chairman. of the Committee, in moving the 
adoption of the first recommendation, stated that there had been 
some divergence of opinion iu the Ccmmittee, but it had led to 
most happy resulte. The Council some time ago laid it down asa 
policy that for the centre of London it would have the conduit 
system, but that in the outlying districts suggestions for the over- 
head method should be borne in mind as occasion arose. In the 
case of the original proposal, the Committee came to the conclusion 
that it could not be submitted for acceptance by the Council. If 
the Council was to raise money in the City, schemes must be 
presented which would appeal to business men. The amended 
project showed a saving of £135,000 over the original scheme, 
which was estimated to cost £430,000. That case was important, 
because it would govern several others in London, as there were 
other straggling lines where it would for several years be impossible 
to instal the conduit, and where they must have the overhead 
system. 

Lord Welby, chairman of the Finance Committee, opposed the 
recommendation in the course of a lengthy speech. He remarked 
that the financial demands on the Council were growing so much 
that they were outstripping the bounds of prudence, that the market 
was overstocked with high class securities, and that for some time 
to come the Council wouid have to pay very dear for the money it 
required. He emphasised the necessity for the exercise of 
prudence, and said that if the Council received a check on going 
into the money market the effect would be disastrous. 

After a long discussion, the chairman of the Committee replied, 
and stated that the scheme as outlined was estimated to yield a 
profit of 7 per cent. on the expenditure, and provide an alternative 
route from Clapham Road vid Vauxhall to. Westminster Bridge. 
On being put to the Council, the first recommendation was adopted 
by a large majority, and the second was also Approved. 
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The Council subsequently decided without discussion to sanction 
an estimate of £90,000 for the purchase of rails, conductor tees and 
fastenings for the reconstruction of 224 miles of the northern 
tramways, and £13,850 for the construction of new termini at 
‘Tooting. — 1 

Asa result of not obtaining the consent of the road authorities 
or the promise of a contribution towards the cost of the street 
: widenings, the Council resolved not to proceed with the proposed 
applications to Parliament for powers to construct the following 
lines :—(1) Southwark Btreet vid Stamford Street and York Road to 
Lambeth Palace Road; (2) Shepherd's Bush Road to the Marble 
Arch; (3) Battersea Park Road to King's Road, Chelsea; and (4) 
Tooting High Street to the new county boundary. 

4 he Council adjourned for a week the consideration of a report 
by the Highways Committee proposing an expenditure of £35,000 
for the rebuilding of car-sheds at Streatham. The report states that 
a scheme will be submitted at an early date for the conversion of 
the cable line to electric traction, together with a proposal for a 
sub-station at Streatham. 


Manchester.—The Corporation, on the initiation of the 
Tramways Committee, will promote another tramway Bill in the 
coming session of Parliament. Powers are to be sought for the 
laying of lines in Parker Street and George Street, behind the infir- 
mary; also along Victoria Avenue, between Rochdale Road and 
Middleton Road ; along Mill Street, Ancoats, and along the newly- 
formed portion of Bradford Road. Powers will also be taken, 
amongst other things, to purchase lands and make street widenings 
within and beyond the City boundary in connection with the tram- 
ways. There is a clause in the Bill to empower the Corporation 
to construct tramways, with the approval of the local authorities 
concerned, in Sale, and as far as Altrincham and Dunham Massey. 

us application to Parliament was sanctioned by the City Council 
| week. | 


Nottingham.— The fog last week reduced the Corpora- 
tion’s tramway receipts by no less than £620, as compared with the 
takings in the previous week. 


Preston.—A syndicate has informed the R. D. C. that they 
intend applying for powers to construct electric tramways between 
Preston and Blackburn. 


Radeliffe.— The District Council is seeking further 
powers from Parliament respecting tramways, with the object 
of connecting the town with the adjacent boroughs of Bury 
and Whitefield. Power will also be sought for the supply of elec- 
tricity for public and private use, and for street improvements in 
connection with the tramway undertaking. 


Sunderland.—At the meeting of the T.C. on the 11th 
inst. a report was laid before the meeting signed by the heads of the 
Tramways Committee and the responsible officials (Mr. J. F. C. 
Snell, electrical engineer, and Mr. H. England, general manager of 
the tramways), as to the depreciation and renewals fund of 
the tramways. Of this the following details should prove in- 


teresting :— 
Capital | Esti- Pe Annual 
expended; mated cent. | #00004 
to March | life to be set 


| Bist, 1908, Gears). e. | aside 


Rails, fish-plates, sole-plates, tie-bars and | | | 


bolts  .. is : £40,567 12 8 £3,248 
Points and crossings “% Sm 1,125 6 )7 701 
Excavating and concrete, &c. .. 259 ae 25,619 80 245 531 
Wood pavement... we  .. о... 4,22 7 [Hio 1.272 
Granite pavement.. oe ee xt m 15,115 16 6 912 
Whinstone and local setts payement is 19,206 12 8 1,636 
Bonds.. oe oe ee ee oe ee 2,811 12 8 225 
Booster ee ee ° ee ee 53 10 | 10 50 
Poles and brackets ‘ , 8,091 20 5 405 
Excavation and concrete Sie zi “э 593 30 2/5 18 
'Trolley-wire, guard-wire and fittings . is 8,188 | 8 12} 400 
Frogs and crossings ids s ie os 61 8 38 20 
Cable 8 ae ee oe ee ee oe 4,951 20 5 250 
Conduit casing and boxes $a 2. 81 6,630 80 24 139 
Section boxes za Sa е: ex © 591 30 121 18 
Land, &c., for street improvement .. ee 100 50 2 2 
Buildings T ví ss oe 52 40 24 `2 

£141,186 
Car- bodies ica 9 oe "m .. | £17,320 15 62 1,142 
Trucks ae 2s ix s ES vs 6,960 £0 5 845 
Motors and electrical equipment v 15,304 | 20 5 770 
£39,594 | 

Purchase on undertaking; cost of Act, &c. £17,035 80 | 2, 987 
Land and car-sheds А và “a 29.623 80 | 2 621 
Tools and machinery... ve " oe 1,013 10 | 10 10 


| £258,451 | About 5} | £18,590 
* 


This worked out to £23,854 for the periods that the money bad 
been expended and the tramways opened, being 54 per cent. on 
£153,864, the amount expended for the 18 months to March 31st, 
1902, and the same percentage on the total outlay of £223,541 for 
the year ending March 31st, 1903. The amount actually set aside 
. was £77,426, and the cost of renewals to March 31st, 1903, had been 
£1,189, leaving £26,237 in hand. In the remarks that are intended 
to cover these figures it is stated that although the sum set aside is 
above the estimate given above, £5,000 has also been invested as a 
further reserve fund in accordance with the provisions of the Act, 
and they are now building up an accident reserve fund of £2,0C0, 
of which 4911 3s. 9d. has been contributed during the last two 
years. The report was regarded as entirely satisfactory and was 
adopted, with the suggestion that it should be revised every three 
years. | | í 


Torquay.—Negotiations between the T.C. and the 
Dolter Electric Traction Co. for the construction of electric tram- 
ways in the town, have been re-opened. з 


Wallasey.—The U.D.C. has decided to promote an Act 
empowering the Council to extend the electric tramways to 
Wallasey and Poulton, The estimated cost of the work is £180,000. 


Wardle.—At a special meeting of the U.D.C. on 
November 12th, 16 was decided to apply for a prov. order 
authorising the Council to construct electric tramways in the town, 
and to purchase the existing lines and electrically equip them. 

Woking.—On November 11th the U.D.C. discussed the 
scheme of the West Surrey Light Railway Co. for providing a tram- 
way system from Monument Road to Knaphill, and decided 
unanimously to support it. The cost is estimated at £15,000. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Bournemouth Telephones.—If the N.T.C. does not 
grant the same terms to subscribers, as are in vogue at Portsmouth, 
the B.C. will canvass to feel the way toward municipal telephony. 


German Submarine Cables.— The Consul-General of 
the United States at Frankfurt says in a recent report (which is 
quoted from the Times) that during the last seven years Germany has 
laid 7,375 miles of ocean cables, at a cost of about 14 millions 
sterling. In 1898 a cable, 73 miles long, was laid between Sasenitz 
and Trelleborg; in 1898 German South-West Africa was connected 
with the existing cable system by a line 154 miles long; and in 
1900 the first German-American cable was laid between Emdenand 
New York, by the Azores, a distance of 4,813 miles. About the 
same time the first German cables along the Chinese coast were laid; 
one of these was from Teing-tan (Kiao-chau) to Chifu, 285 miles long, 
and the second connected the former place with Shanghai and is 
438 miles. In 1901 a fifth cable connecting Germany and England 
was laid, as well as a telephone cable from Fehmarn to Laland. A 
second German cable to New York by the Azores has been com- 
menced and will be completed before the end of next year, while 
a line to Vigo, 1,300 miles in length, has been laid. Germany is 
also contemplating an extenaion of her cables by constructing lines 
between Alenado and Guam, in the Caroline Islands, and the Pelew 
Islands and Shanghai. “It is said," concludes the Consul-General, 
"that the growth of German interests, both military and com- 
mercial, will in future require the building of more cables by 
Germany, independent of foreign nations. Germany now has cable 
works and two cable steamers.” 


The Indian Telegraph Service.—The report of the 
Indian Telegraph Department for the year 1902-3 (which is 
abstracted in the Times), shows that the net loss on the reduction 
in the rates of cablegrams between India and Europe from 4s. to 
28. 6d. per word has been quite small in the first year of ite opera- 
tion, owing to the resulting increase in business. The foreign 
private message revenue only fell off by 34 lakhs, and this was due 
not so much to the reduction in rates as to the diversion of the 
Australian traffic with Europe, formerly transmitted via India, to: 
the direct cable route via South Africa. The total earnings of the 
department, 1124 lakhs of rupees, were slightly in advance of those 
of the previous year, and the net profit gave a return of 4'15 per 
cent. on the aggregate capital expenditure of over 795 lakhs. 
Throughout the Dependency there are 5,052 telegraph offices, 56,830 
miles of lines and over 200,000 miles of wire. The Wheatstone 
automatic apparatus bas proved invaluable in disposing of the 
traffic in times of pressure and prolonged interruptions of com- 
munication, and was of great assistance in connection with the 
work entailed on the department by the Delhi Durbar. А system 
of wireless telegrapby has been satisfactorily established between 
Saugor Island and the Sandheads, and there has been no difficulty 
in maintaining communications, except during thunderetorme.— 
Simultaneously with the publication of the report, the Government 
of India has notified the introduction of a revised inland tariff, 
reducing the charges for all three classes of messages—viz., 
" urgent," “ ordinary " and “deferred,” ad also for Press messages. 
The new rate for "urgent" messages (16 words for two rupees) 
remains double that for “ordinary” ones, but they both take 
precedence in order of despatch over “deferred” wires. The 
minimum charge for the latter class has hitherto been eight annas 
(8d.), but is now reduced to four annas. Six words of address are 
allowed free, and four words of message can be sent for four annas, 
each additional word being charged an anna. Under thie tariff 
telegrams can be sent over 2,000 miles at a minimum cost less by 
one-third than the corresponding charge for inland messages in this 
country. 


The Magnetic Storm,—The Astronomical Society of 
France devoted its sitting of November 5th to the study of the 
magnetic disturbances of October 31st. М. Camille Flammarion, 
tne celebrated savant, insisted on the connection of facts observed 
over the last 150 yeare, proving the Solar origin both of the Aurora 
Borealis and of these great magnetic disturbances. M. Bordelongue, 
Director of the Telegraph Department, cited two conclusive facts 
which complete the numerous unexpected disc veries made on 
October 31st last. All the cables running from Europe to New- 
toundland were seriously affected. The French line alone, which 
runs direct from! Brest to New York, transmitted ita work with the 
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usual regularity. This remarkable immunity was not due to the 
construction of the line alone. It is known that at the sea bottom 
near Newfoundland there are immense masses of iron. These 
deposits are magnetised by the electric discharges of the sun, 
and this magnetisation, which is temporary and probably oscilla- 
tory, appears to be the cause of the induced currents which flow in 
the lines. The concensus of opinion was in favour of telluric 
currents as the cause of the recent disturbances, and the discussion 
turned on the nature of these currente. 


Municipal Telephones.—On Saturday the Brighton 
municipal telephone, which has been extended to Burgess Hill, 
was inaugurated at the latter place, the chairman of the U.D.C. 
(Mr. A. P. Scrase, J.P.) making the first call to Brighton. 


The Pacific Cable.— It is stated that the expenditure 
on the working up to March this year amounted to £120,000, and 
the revenue from the three months’ working up to that date wae 
£18,310. The deficiency, E101, 680, will be apportioned as follows :— 
United Kingdom and Canada, £78,055 each; Victoria, New South 
Wales, Queensland, and New Zaland, £11,222 each. For the 
current year it is estimated there will be a deficiency of £92,100. 


Spanish Telephones.—A telephone line is about to be 
erected between Madrid and Toledo. Arrangements are also in 
hand for the establishment of tclephonic communication between 
Madrid and Burgos and between Madrid and Ciudad Real. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES, INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED. 
Dominica-Martinique .. ee ee T „„ May 5, 1908 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique ee ee ee oe ee Ma 7 
Guadeloupe-Martinique ee ee . 

Anjer-Kalianda .. ars 2 са 
Cayenne-Pinheiro T oe oe 


E 
ч 
S 
25 
2 
9 
a 


ee Aug. 15 ee oe 
Bt. Lucia-St. Vincent ee ee ев eo oe Bept. 1903 өө ee 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran T ee „ Oct. 2, 1902 „ ^ 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. "T se .. Feb. 26,1908 .. ee 
New York-Hayti ee өө oe ee April 18, 1908 ee ee 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 2 s es oe Oct. 22, 1908. . Nov. 18 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 oe ee ee ee Aug. т, 1901 ee ee 
Tourane-Amoy .. T : ie е оу. 10, 1908 
Accra-Lagos . Nov. 14, 1908 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A Reuter despatch from Rome, 
dated November 14th, says that experiments which have been made 
by the Italian naval authorities with a new system of radio- 
telegraphy originated by Prof. Alessandro Artom, have conclusively 
proved that the new system makes it possible to transmit electric 
waves in a given direction. It was found that the signals made 
. were perfectly transmitted when the train of electric waves was 
directed towards the receiving station for which they were intended, 
and that as soon as it was turned in another direction the receipt of 


Lagos-Brass as : : : 


the signals ceased. It is contended that the solution of the problem 


of the dirigibility of electric waves thus obtained brings radio- 
telegraphy into the region of practical utility. The Minister of 
Marine ha3 instructed Lieutenant Pullino, director of the wireless 
telegraph b. ion of Monte Mario (Rome), to give every assistance 
ia further experiments with the Artom system. 
. А Milan Press telegram reports that Signor Marconi has selected 
& site for the establishment of an extra-powerful wireless telegraph 
station for directly connecting Italy with the Argentine Republic. 
Reuter reports that the work of constructing a wireless telegraph 
station at Bari is far advanced and will shortly be completed, so 
that the station may be opened to the public towards the end of the 
present year. This station will be able to communicate with tha 
other stations established along the Italian coast, with vessels in 
the Adriatic, and with the Montenegrin station at Antivari, where 
the work of installation will be commenced in a day or two. The 
wireless telegraph stations at Maddalena, Monte Mario, near 
Rome, Palmaria and Cozzo Spadaro are already working. The first 
two are exclusively intended for military purposes; the other two 
will also be open tothe public. Another station will be opened im- 
mediately at Santa Maria di Leuca. The site for the trans-Atlantic 
station has been definitely chosen at San Rossone, where the Villa 
Royale has been selected. This station is intended to communicate 
not only with Argentina, but also with the stations at Table Head 
(Canada), Cape Cod (United States) and Poldhu (Cornwall). 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Brierley Hill.—The Technical School is to be wired for 
electric lighting, and tenders are to be invited from wiring firms. 


Brighton, — December 7th. Six water-tube boilers, 
piping, tanks, and sundry other steam plant, for the Southwick 
power station. See '' Official Notices" November 6th. 


Cevlon.—December 1st. The Ceylon Government is 
inviting proposals from those willing to enter into a contract for the 
supply of electrical energy to the various offices, buildings, and 
premiscs of the Government, See this colamn for November 6th. 


Crewe.—December 4th. Wiring the new municipal 
Offices. See Official Notices” to-day, 


Dorchester.—November 26th. The Council is open to 
negotiate with companies willing to take over its electric lighting 
order. Bee “Official Notices" November 13th. 


Dublin.—November 30th. Stores for the Dablin United 
Tramways Co. See “Official Notices " November 13th. 


Great Western Railway.—Deoember 7th. Water-tube 
boilers, su poni three-phase generators and auxiliary plaut, for the 
Park Royal power station. See “ Official Notices November 6th. 


Hornsey.—November 30th. Meters, indicators and fuse- 
boxes. See Official Notices " November 6th. 


Italy.—November 30th. The Municipality of Canosa di 
Puglia (Bari) are inviting tenders fer the instellation and working 
of an electric lighting station for public and private purposes in the 
town. 


Kirkealdy.—November 28rd. One 400 - kw. steam 
engine and dynamo for lightitg and traction. See Official 
Notioes November 6th. 


L.C.C.—December 8th. Electric wiring of five sub- 


stations and three tramway car-sheds. See “Official Notices” 
November 13th. 


L.C.C.— December 8th. Four 3,000-xw. three-phase 
generators, with exciters, for the Greenwich tramway power station. 
Bee “Official Notices " November 13th. 


L.C.C.—January 19th, 1904. Six electrically-driven 
tbree-throw boiler feed pumps for Greenwich power station. See 
* Official Notices ” to-day. 


Middlesbrough.—November 28th. One 600-xw. steam 
turbine dynamo; Lancashire boilers, condensing, and other plant. 
See “ Official Notices " November 13th. 


Newport.—Nóvember 28rd. Three 50-B. H.P. motors 
with switchgear for the Electricity Committee. Beo “Offcial 
Notices " November 13:h. | 


Preston. December 12th. Traction switchboard and 
accessories. See Official Notices November 13tb. 


Swindon.—November 28rd. Traction switchboard and 
feeder cables. See Official Notices" November 6th. 


Sydney: (N.S.W.).—December 30th. Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. See this column fər November 6th. 


Wednesbury. — November 20th. Electric wiring of 
public buildings. See ''Official Notices" October 23rd. 


Wimbledon.—December Stb. Water-softening and 
storage plant. See “ Official Notices to-day. 


CLOSED. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—The T.C. has accepted the tender 
of пен De Grelle Hondret & Co., for the supply of carbons for 
arc iampe. 


Belfast.—We understand that the Irish Flax Spinning 
Co., of Belfast, have placed а contract with tbe British Thomson- 
Houston Co., for the electrical operation of the extensions to their 
mills now in course of erection. The contract comprises the pro- 
vision of a 60-Kw. tbree-phase generator, switchboard, and three 
motors for driving the various rooms in the mill, which contain the 
usual flax preparing and spinning machines. This is believed to 
be the pioneer scheme of electrical operation of flax machinery in 
Ireland. 


Johannesburg Tramways.—4 further extension con- 
tract has this week been placed with Hadfield’s Bteel Foundry Co, 
Sheffield, for manganese points and crossings. 


Kingston-on-Thames.—The tender of the Schattner 
Electricity Co. for 500 demand indicators at £800 has been accepted 
by the T.C. 


London.—The London County Council has accepted the 
tender of J. G. White & Oo. to construct on the conduit system 
& portion of the tramway to be laid along St. John Street and St. 
John Btreet Road. 


Northfleet.—A contract, including a complete installa- 
tion for electric lighting and power, arc lamps, pumping plant, éc., 
with all necessary wiring, for Messrs. Tolhuret & Son's cement 
works at Northfleet, Kent, has been placed with the British 
Westinghouse Co, 


Whitehaven.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
British Insulated Oo. for the supply of armoured cable, and that of 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co. for 2,500 yds. of cable. 
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„RECENT DEVELOPMENTS OF: 
THE METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
COS INSTALLATIONS. 


(Concluded from page 787.) 


Nore.—In our last issue we inadvertently described Am- 
berley Road sub-station as being adjacent to Manchester 


Square generating sta- 
tion; for the latter read 
Amberley Road gene- 
rating station. 

The next sub-station 
which we shall describe 
adjoins, and practically 
forms part of, the Man- 
chester Square 


gene- 


“rating station of the 


Metropolitan Electric 
Supply Co. This sub- 
station commenced its 
existence as a trans- 
former station in 1899, 


reducing the pressure of 


the Willesden supply 
from 10,000 to 1,000 


7 Volts, and working in 
-parallel with the alter- 


Hating plant at Man- 
Square; the 
were in 
all of 800 Kw. capacity. 
The sub-station plant 


bas been largely extended 


since that period, a new 


mo | 


NORTH STREET SUP-STATION : 


NORTH STREET SUB-STATION: 


` 
\ 


n" 


\ 


building having been erected in North Street, and plant 
installed for converting the two-phase supply to direct cur- 
rent, including in all transformers of 3,600 Kw., and motor- 
generators of 3,225 KW., so that this is now one of the largest 
sub-stutions in this country perhaps the largest of all. 
The transformer room illustrated herewith was put in 
operation in 1900, and contains transfcrmers of 2,800 kw. 
capacity, in two banks corresponding with the two pheses. 
These transformers, ns 
well as those of 800 Kw. 
in another room, are all 
of the Berry type, made 
by the British Electric 
Transformer Co., Ltd., 
and are of the standard 
size of 100 Kw. each, 
as at Amberley Road. 
The whole of the switch- 
gear is also like that 
already described; the 
high pressure board is 
contained in the chamber 
which is seen to project 
into the room on the 
right hand, and on 
either side of it are the 
main switches in the 
high pressure circuita, 
by means of which the 
Station can be isolated 
from the 10,000-volt 
mains. Arrangements 
are being made to 
install Thomson inte- 
grating wattmeters 


MAIN TRANSFORMER Room. 


the 


WirriNG-EBORALL 500-Kw. MoTOR-GENERATOR. 


824 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol53. No. 1,356, Мотвмвив 20, 1903. 


circuit with the latter, [to record the whole of the energy 
The meters will, of course, be 


supplied to the station. 


connected in series 
with the outers of 
the cables (*5 sq. in. 
section, Harrow 
Road route) which 
are practically at 
earth potential, 
being dead earthed 
at Willesden; the 
pressure coils will 
be fed through 
transformers. Two- 
way switches are 
provided, by means 
of which the 
gecohdaries!; of 
groups of trans- 
formers can: be 
coupled up with 
either the Man- 
chester Square bus- 
bars, or the North 
Street sub-station 
bus- bars. 

We may here 
remark that a great 
part of the extra- 
high pressure trans- 


former switchgear was supplied by the Iudia-Rubber, 
Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., of Sil ver- 


town. 


The motor-generators were all supplied by Messrs. Witting, 


NortHy STREET: 


STABTING APPARATUS. 
9 


ASYNCHRONOUS MOTOR-GENERATORS AND 


are driven by synchronous motors), but are also useful for 
taking the load in the small hours. These machines, with 


the corresponding 
switchgear, are 
housed in a single 
large room, well 
lighted from the 
roof, and served by 
two 15-ton electric 
three-motor cranes, 
one in each bay. 

A landing stage 
at street level en- 
ables carte to be 
backed in under the 
cranes; beneath 
this, and over the 
three starters, runs 
a small hand 
traveller. 

Arc lamps, carried 
on substantial cast- 
iron brackets, serve 
to light the building 
at night, 

The motor-gene- 
rators are rated at 
500 Kw. each, the 
motor being of the 
two-phase syn- 


chronous type, designed for 1,100 volts, 60 cycles per second, 
and the generator giving direct current at 200—230 volta. 


The motor has 84 poles, and therefore runs at 212 revo- 


lutions per minute; iu this lies one of the great advantages 


Eborall &1Co.,'Ltd., and include six seta’of 500 Kw. each, 
and three of 70 kw. each. The latter are driven by in- 
duction motors, and serve tož start up the larger sets (which 


NORTH STREET SUB.STATION: GENEBAL ViBWIOF MOTOR-GENERATORS AND SWITCHGEAR. 


ofi(motor-generators compared with rotary converters, as 
the speed remains constant regardless of possible flactuations 
of pressure in the alternating current circuits. 
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The machines are built on separate bed-plates, the gene- 
rator shaft being driven through а “ Zodel flexible coupling 
(elevations and sections of the sets were given in our issue 
of April 12th, 1901) ; all the bearings are of the spherical- 
seated self-adjusting and self-niling type. Thearmature core 
of the motor is of the usnal laminated type, with six slots per 


VimBw OF UPPER EnD or BERRY 100-kw. TRANSFORMER. 
SHOWING THE ABRANGEMENT OF THE CORB AND THE PRO- 
VISION FOR VENTILATION.) 


pole per phase, and is carried in а cast-iron frame, with 
ample provision for ventilation. The field-magnet poles are 
offelliptical section, of solid cast-steel, bolted to a heavy 
spider; the heavy gun-metal checks of the bobbins act as 
damping circuite. 

The generator field-magnet frame is of steel, with 12 cast- 
steel poles bolted to it; the u-n.:tnre is double-ende d, having 
two ‘commutators work- 
ing in parallel. The 
brush-holder rings are 
carried by cast-iron 
brackets projecting from 
the yoke, and are moved 
simultaneously by means 
of a single hand-wheel, 
provision being made for 
adjusting their relative 
positions during erection. 

The connections be- 
tween the switchboard 
and the motors are of 
concentric lead-covered 
cable, laid in cement 
troughs in the floor. 
The direct- current mains 
from the generators, on 
the other hand, are of 
bare copper strip, 3 in. 
wide x 4 in. thick, 15 
layers of this being used 
for each conductor from 
the 500-Kw. sets; these 
mains are carefully bent 
to suit the run of the 
cement troughs, in which 
they are supported on 
porcelain chairs, and the 
troughs are finally filled 
up {solid with bitu- 
men. The strips are 
bolted and sweated together wherever joints are required, 
and form a substantial job. 

Abe 70-Kw. starter вез consist each of a two-phase induc- 
tion motor; driving direct, through a flanged coupling, a 
6-pole dynamo at 600 revolutions per minute. The starting 
apparatus for each starter set—for even starters must be 


"SERTRLILIBAR 


started—is fixed close by, and is completely self-contained. 
One of our views shows two of these apparatus, with the 
macbines in the background ; the operation of starting is 
quite simple, the hand wheel being slowly turned, while the 
motor starts and runs up to в The switchgear waa 
supplied by Messrs. Witting, Eborall & Co., with Nalder 
ampere and voltmeters on the alternate current mains. 

The main switchgear occupies the greater part of the end 
wall of the room, and is mounted on a gallery ; the floor of 
the gallery consiste of glass plates carried in an iron frame- 
work, supported from the wall by brackets, This construc- 
tion, which we first met with in the Glasgow stations, has 
the advantages that it efficiently insulates the attendauts 
from earth, and at the same time transmits light to the space 
beneath the gallery. On the left band, as shown in our 
illustrations, is the Ferranti alternate current switchgear 
for the motor circuits; next comes the he vy starting gear 
for the direct current machines, and lastly, the Ferranti 
direct current generator switchboard. 

The alternate current switchboard is of Mesars. Ferranti, 
Lt4.'s standard two-phase type for 1,000 volta, and provides 
for 12 concentric cables of °4 sq. in. cross-section, six on 
each phase, from the transformer rooms and 12 cables leading 
to the synchronous motors. The board is practically in 
duplicate ; there are two sets of bus-bars, one above the other, 
each in two parts coupled together by expanding screw 
plugs at the centre and rods at the ends. There are also 
two set3 of synchronising gear and two pairs of voltmeters, 
so that the plant can be divided into two entirely independent 
portions, which may eventually be supplied from independent 
sources at Willesden, so as to render the possibility of a 
complete breakdown exceedingly remote. 

In accordance with the usual practice of the Supply Co., 
the transformer secondaries are earthed at their middle 
pointe ; hence in this case double-pole switches are necessary 
throughout, one on each phase of each motor. An ammeter 
is inserted in each phase, as well as a Thomson integrating 
meter, which is provided also with an indicating attachment 
showing the kilowatts passing in each phase, The usual 
Ferranti oil-break switches and fuses are used, At present, 
10 of the 12 cables from the transformers bave been connected 
up. The outgoing cables to the motors are fixed against 
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М№овтн STREET 80в-втатох: А.С. SWITCHBOARD AND BrmARTING RHEOSTATS. 


the wall below the gallery, and pass into ducts under the 
floor. 

The six starting rheostats adjoining the a.c. switchboard 
are of very massive construction, the copper brushes—which 
in the extreme position jare always in the main circuit— 
being very heavy, and in duplicate. The brushes travel 
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over horizontal guides and rows of contacts connected with 
metallic’resistances in ventilated metal casings, their motion 
being derived from а? multiple-threaded screw rotated: by 
means ofa band-wheel. - An ammeter‘ in circuit-with each 


rheostat enables the operator to regulate the speed of 
starting to a suitable value. From these rheostats heavy 
copper connections beneath the gallery run to the generator 
switchboard, which, ы the ac. board, is in two parts 
inde- 


which can be 
pendently worked. 

Over the top of this 
board are two sets of 
horizontal bus-bars, of 
which the upper set are 
connected with the 
starters, and the lower 
are the main bus-bars. 
The large motor-gene- 
rators are always started 
on tbe direct-current 
side, Two-way switches 
working between the 
above-mentioned bus- 
bars enable any machine 
to be coupled first to 
the starter bus-bars for 
starting; afterwarde, 
when full speed has been 
attained, and the motor 
has been paralleled with 
the a.c. supply, the 
switches are thrown 
down, and the generator 
is paralleled with the 
main bus-bars in the 
usual way. On one pole 
of the generator is 
an ammeter, and by 
the side of this, on 
the other pole, is an 
automatic switch. The 


latter consists of massive jaws, into which a heavy laminated 
copper bridge is forced, the jaws being flat surfaces at an 
angle of 90° with each other; a hand-wheel and screw 
performs the operation of closing the switch, but it can be 


matically or by hand. 
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Towmn STREET SuB-STaTi05: GENERAL VIEW. 


instantaneously opened by means of a trigger, either auto- 
In either case the hand-wheel has 
to be turned backwards to the full extent, thus ensuring a 
reasonab'e passe before” closing the switch again, during 


which a possible short- 
circuit may have gone 
off the mains. Switches 
for breaking the fields of 
the motor and generator 
are fixed below; the 
rheostats for regulating 
the excitation of the 
machines are fixed under 
the gallery, and are 
actuated by means of 
bevel gear by hand- 
wheels mounted in front 
of the respective panels. 
These regulators are 
better seen in our 
view of the Tower Street 
sub-atation, below. 

A small board for 
controlling the b. C. sides 
of the starter motor- 
generators is fixed near 
the main b:ard, with 
regulating rheostat and 
two-way switches for 
coupling to the upper or 
lower bus-bars, exactly 
as on the main board. 
Automatic switches, am- 
meters and  oil-break 
fuses are provided on this 
board. E 

Portable voltmeters of 
the N. C. S. type are used 
for paralleling the pc. 
generators, The whole 


of the switchgear described above is of unnsually substantial 
construction, and presents a very handsome appearance. 
It will be noticed that for both direct and alternating 
currents, tbe Ferranti cellular type of board has been 


TowER STREET EUB-:ETATION: SWITCHGEAB. 


operator and very accessible. 


adopted, which occupies, we should think, the irreducibie 
minimum of space, and is at the same time safe to the 


The connecting mains between each end of the generator 
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- switchboard and the distributing board are of bare copper strip, 


20 x 8 in. x in., similar to the leads from the generators 
tothe switchboard, taped over to prevent accidental contact, 
and are carried down the wall behind the switchboard in 


* porcelain chairs to the distributing board, which is situated 


in & long room in the basement. The distributing board is 


of imposing length, being designed for 100 feeders, in . 


addition to the generator connections. Three copper bus- 
bars—positive, negative and neutral—of large cross-section, 
run from end to end of the board, but can be divided in the 
middle by means of massive coupling blocks. The generator 
mains are connected direct to the positive and negative bars, 
but are provided with multiple links at the upper end, 
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B DIO. 
SxcTION OF 10,000-vorr B.I.W. FEEDER CABLE, 5 80. IN. CROSS- 
SECTION. | 


by means of which they can Бе disconnected from 
the generator bus-bars at will. The distributor bars are 
also connected in the same way with the direct-current bus- 
bars in the Manchester Square station by conductors 
15 x 8 in. x n in., the whole of the direct-current plant 
being run in parallel By means of the links above 
mentioned, either half of the distributing board can be laid 
idle in case of need. 

The feeders are all of the British Insulated and Helsby 
Cable Co.'s triple-concentric lead-covered type, of 4 sq. in. 
cross-section, and are joined to the positive and negative 
bus-bars by fuse switches. In circuit with each pole of each 
feeder is an ammeter shunt, by means of which the current 
flowing in each conductor can be measured, if desired. One 
ammeter is provided for 10 or 12 feeders, with flexible 
leads to reach the various shunts. The neutral conductors 
are joined direct to the corresponding bus-bar. The feeder 
cables pass downwards into Doulton conduite under the floor, 
and are led to acable race at the end of the room, ap which 
they run and through ducts to a very large manhole in 
North Street ; thence they are led away to the respective dis- 
tricts supplied. 

As the supply pressure is 100 volte on either side of the 
three-wire system, it will readily be understood that there is 
an enormous amount of copper in the direct current connec- 
tions in the station and in the feeders; all the switchgear 
is very Massive, and the section of the conductors has been 
calculated on liberal lines. The distributing board above 
described was made by Messrs. A. Reyrolle & Oo., Ltd., of 
Hebburn-on-Tyne. 

Two balancers are provided, made by Messrs. J. H. 
Holmes & Co., of Newcastle-on-Tyne; these 
are of the 2-pole inverted type with drum 
armature, and are rated at 275 amperes at 
100 volts, 700 revolutions per minute. The 
small amount of balancing plant found 
necessary is a noticeable feature of this and 
the Tower Street sub- station. The switch- 
gear in connection with the balancers is 
mounted on a small board standing in 
front of the main generator board on the 
gallery. 

A large part of the plant has been 
completed and tested, and on Tuesday last, 
for the first time, the supply of direct 
current was commenced from this sub-station, In the 
adjoining Manchester Square etation, the alternators of the 
Parsons turbo-generators are being replaced by direct-current 
generators, which will shortly be put to work in parallel with 
the motor-generators. We may remark that, as our readers 
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are aware, the work of the Supply Company has been seriously 
hampered during the past year or two by the negotiations 
with the Metropolitan Borough Council of St. Marylebone, it 
being impossible to make rapid progress while their issue 
hung in the balance. Now that an agreement has been arrived 


at, as reported recently in our columns, the necessary altera- 
tions and extensions essential to the efficient conduct of the  . 


business are being pushed forward. In passing, we may 
draw attention to the fact that, though the alternators are 
being replaced by dynamos, the original steam turbines are 
being retained in use. 

This would seem to be strong evidence of the durability 
and satisfactory working of the Parsons turbine. 

The third sub.station which we describe is situated in 
Tower Street, near Seven Dials, and is a motor- generator 
sub-station from which only direct current is distributed, 
tbough alternating current is transmitted thence to Sardinia 
Street station at times. Unfortunately, the sub-station is by 
no means a favourable subject for photography, and it ie, 
therefore, difficult to convey an adequate idea of its contents 
and arrangement by this means. 

The transformers are, as before, of the Berry type, and are 
installed in the storey over the motor-generator room ; they 
are 16 in number, of 100 Kw. each, and are arranged in 
groups of 8, 2 and 3 on each of the two phases. The 
arrangement of the switchgear and of the high-pressure com- 
partment is similar to that at the sub-stations already 
described. In passing, we may note that Berry transformers 
of more than 21, 000-Kw. capacity have been supplied to the 
company by the British Electric Transformer Manufacturing 
Co. Ltd. All these transformers are of the same form— 
annular horizontal primary and secondary coils, interspersed 
with one another, and interlinked with a number of radially- 
disposed laminated iron systems, leaving abundant surface 
for cooling by radiation and convection. The manner in 
which the iron is arranged inside the coils, so as to 
provide air-ducts between the several bundles of laminations, 
is well shown in the figure on p. 825, while the mode 
of building up and insulating the windings (the bottom 
coil of the 10,000-volt primary being at earth potential, 
and there being а large clearance between the iron cores 
and the coils at the top) enables a large factor of safety 
against breakdown to be secured. We believe we are right 
in saying that the Supply Co. has never called upon the 
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makers to repair any Berry transformer on account of break- 
down. due, to faulty construction. 

The 1,000-volt secondary cables from the transformer room 
pass down through the floor, some going to a fuseboard on 
an elevated platform below, where they ars led through Bates 
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fuses to bus-bars, and from these, again through fuses, to the 


E. C. C. motor board below, while the majority go to a Fer- 


ranti board, as at North Street. The latter is, as before, 
divisible into two sections, each supplying one 500-Kw. motor- 
generator, and is provided with a ring of four bus-bare. 
There are eight panels, holding two double-pole switches for 
each set, and the ammeters, energy meters, and synchron- 
ising gear are all duplicated as at North Street. The motor 
field regulators, with 64 points each, are fixed at either side 
of the board. Close by the latter there are two Cowan 
regulating transformers in circuit with a.c. feeders running 
to Sardinia Street station ; each of these is rated to carry 
150 amperes, giving а variation of 120 volts in all. At the 
time of our visit 140 Kw. was being supplied through one of 
these. | Р 

The Ferranti motor-board is connected with two 500-Kw. 
motor-generators of exactly the same pattern as those 
installed at North Street, and supplied also by Messrs, 
Witting. Eborall & Co., Ltd. 

The E. C. C. motor-board is connected with four motor- 
generators supplied by the Electric Construction Co., Ltd., 
of Wolverhampton, and -consists of four panels, each 
equipped with two voltmeters and two ammeters, and one 
double-pole double-break two-phase 1,000-volt switch, with 
automatic overload release. This switch is used to start the 
motors, which are of the asynchronous type; the main 
switch is thrown in first, and the machine runs up nearly to 
full speed, after which a switch on the motor frame is closed, 
short-circuiting the rotor winding. The machines can also 
be started from the direct-current mains if desired. . 

The induction motors are built very close to the 
generators, there being only two bearings. The generators 
are of the six-pole form, with drum armatures, and have an 
output of 140 Kw. each. | 

The direct-current switchboards are,onthe left-hand, the 
first being made by the E. C. C., and the second by Meters. 
Ferranti, Ltd. The former controls the 140. Kw. generators, 
and comprises four panels, each carrying volt and ampere- 
meters, а double-pole switch with automatic minimum 
release, D.C. starting rheostat and regulating rheostat. Over 
the board there are six feeder pilot voltmeters. | 

Next {о this board is fixed the board controlling the 
500-Kw. sets, which is identical in pattern with the n:c. 
board at North Street. In this case the starting bus-bars 
on the top of the board are connected with one of the 
E.C.C. generators, which is regularly used as a starter for 
the large sete. The regulating rheostats for the generator 
fields can be seen in the illustration, fixed on the wall above 
the board. 

A motor-driven booster rated at 800 amperes and up to 
40 volts, supplied by Mesars. Witting, Eborall & Co., is fixed 
in the sub-station, and is controlled by the switchgear, which, 
by virtue of its marble panels, appears prominently in the 
view on p. 826. This set is used for boosting the pressure on 


one or other of two P. O. feeders running to Whitehall Court 


and Sardinia Street respectively. A balancer made by 
Messrs. J. Н. Holmes & Co., of 275 amperes capacity at 
100 volts, 700 r.p.m., is also installed, with the correspond- 
ing switchgear. 

The motor-generator room is traversed by a 14-ton electric 
crane, made by Messrs. Higginbotham & Mannock, and 
driven by a motor eupplied by Messrs. Witting, Eborall & Co. 

It is intended to install at this station a battery capable of 
giving 400 amperes for three hours, made by the Accumu- 
lator Industries, Ltd., of Woking. In connection with this, 
a booster-balancer is being put down, consisting of four 
machines coupled together. These were supplied by the 
Electric Construction Co., Ltd., and comprise two balancers 
rated at 110 amperee, 115 volts each, and two boosters, rated 
at 1,000 amperes, 25 volts each, the whole set running at 
600 revolutions per minute. The switchgear, supplied by 
Messrs, A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd., consists of two panels, 
bearing six heavy knife switches, two main fuses, regulating 
gear and instruments. 

Athough very far from exhaustive, the foregoing descrip- 
tions will serve to show that the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Co., Ltd., which bore the heat and burden of the day in 
pioneer times, has by no means come to a standstill. It is, 
in fact, rapidly extending its operations, and by the adop- 
tion of direct current supply it will undoubtedly benefit 
- largely by an important motor load, | х 


Thursday, November 26tb.—At 8 p.m. 


The rate of increase in the number of lamps connected is 
actually increasing, as will be gathered from an examination 
of the diagram given on p. 827, for which we are indebted to 
Mr. J. S. Highfield, chief engineer to the company. 

The company has introduced a scheme of motor hiring’ 
and hire-purchase, which has already begun to bear fruit, 
and the charges for power have been revised and reduced ; the 
schedule is now based on the maximum demand system, the 
charges being 3d. per unit for an average of two hours’ daily 
use of the maximum demand in each quarter, and 14d. per 
unit for all energy in excess, Further, the use of radiators 
апа cooking apparatus is being encouraged, and a scheme for 
the hire and  hire-purchase of installations, including 
fittings and lamps, has been formulated.. The charge for 
lighting is 6d. per unit, with a scale of discounts depending 
jointly upon the magnitude of the load and on the load 
factor; the average price per unit obtained last year was 
4:85d. Additional plant is on order to meet next year’s 
demand, including eight 500-Kw. motor-generators, to be 
made by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd. 

In conclusion, we wish to express our appreciation of the 
courtesy and kind assistance afforded us in the preparation 
of this article by Mr. Highfield, by the respective station 
superintendents, and by some of the contractors. 


—————— | 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, November 20th.—At 8 p.m. Junior Institution of Engi- 
neers. Paper on Fires on Shipboard; their Chief 
Causes, and the Method for Prevention and Extinc- 

| tion,” by Мт. G Canning. i 

Saturday, November 21st.—At 2.30 p.m. Junior Institution of 
Engineers. Visit to Orchard Dock, Blackwall, to 
witness a demonstration of fire extinguishing, &c. 

Monday, November 23rd.— At 7.30 p.m. Institute of Marine Engi- 
neers. Meeting at the London Institution. Presi- 
dential address, and presentation of the Denny medal 
to Mr. C. W. Barnes. 

At 8 p.m. Society of Arts.. Cantor lecture. The 
Mining of Non-Metallic Minerale,’ by Mr. В. Н. 
Brough. Lecture I. 

Wednesday, November 25th.—At 8 p.m. Society of Arts. Cantor 
lecture. The Universa] Exposition at St. Louis, 
U. S. A., 1904,” by G. F. Parker. 

At 2.30 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. Students' 
visit to the Great Northern Railway; underground 
stations at Finsbury Park. | 

Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting at Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Papers by R. Threlfall, F. R. S., on “The Testing of 
Electric Generators by Air Calorimetry," and Mr. W. 
Hibbert on “The Edison Accumulator for Auto- 
mobiles." l 

The Glasgow University Engineering College. Paper by 
Mr. P. D. Ionides on Design of Modern Electric 
Power Stations.” 


Friday, November 27th.—At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Mecting. 
Saturday, November 28th.—At 7.30 p.m. Glssgow Technical Col- 


lege Scientific Society. Mr. J. H. Pocock ona Some 
Remarks on the Willans Engine.“ | 


NOTES. 


Electro-Harmonic Society. — The first “ Ladies’ 
Night“ of the season was held in the King’s Hall, Holborn Restau- 
rant, under the presidency of Mr. Robert Kaye Gray, on Friday last, 
13th inst., and very excellent musical fare indeed was provided. 
Without attempting to deal in any detail with the many good thingsin 
the programme, we may remark that it would have been difficult to find 
better vocalists for this kind of concert than the trio who appeared 
on Friday, namely, Miss Gertrude Maxted, Miss Lilian Gardner, 
and Mr. Harry Deartb, whose songs were one and all thoroughly 
enjoyable and artistic. "The string orchestra was, as usual, all that 
could be desired, especially in Nicolai'a charming overture, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor.” Mr. T. E. Gatehouse and Mr. A. B. 
Izard contributed violin and pianoforte solos, and the humorous 
element was most amusingly introduced by Mveesrs. Corner and 
Henry (duets) and Mr. Barclay Gammon (sketches). Taken all 
round, it was easily the best Ladies’ Concert of recent years, 
and the musical directors of the Society will have to make 
no small efforts to keep up to this standard in future. How- 
ever, we do not despair of their. being equal to the task, as the 
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Society’s concerts, with, perhaps, an occasional lapse, have been 
steadily improving of late years, a sign of the times which the 
members are not slow to appreciate, judging from the large and 
representative gathering which completely filled the King’s Hall on 
Friday evening, and also from the considerable number of new 
members who are joining the Society this season. The elections, 
indeed, have already been so numerous that the committee have 
just made the welcome decision to hold the Smokirg Concerts on 
December 18th, and March 25th in the King’s Hall instead of in the 
Crown Room, and they hope that this popular step will be justified 
by further increase in membership during the rest of the season. 


Royal Commission on London Locomotion.—A 
further sitting of this Commission was held under the chairmanship 
of Bir D. Barbour on Thursday last week, when evidence was given 
by Mr. A. Young, the valuer to the London County Council. 

Sir Alexander Bruce, the Aseistant Ccmmissioner of Police, then 
gave evidence with reference to the regulation of traffic. 


Premium Pupils in Electricity Works: Prof. 
Thompson’s Yiew.—Prof. 8. P. Thompson, writing from the 
Finsbary Technical College to last week's Enyineering on “The 
Appreciation of Technical Education,” says :— 

„There has just been put into my hands a striking example of 
the way in which technical education is djscoureged by the very 
bodies who are charged by Government with its promotion. The 
Urban District Council of Erith wants an assistant in its electric 
lighting works, on which £43,000 has already been epent. One cf 
the Council's officials rends a letter to us at the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, informing us of this vacancy, and briefly describ- 
ing the features of the undertaking. It winds up, not by saying 
that the post will be given to the youth who has shown that he is 
most efficient, well-equipped in a knowledge of electrical work, 
competent in electric testing, a capable draughtsman, or a clear- 
headed calculator. No, it announces that the post will be open to 
a youth who pays a premium of £50 per annum. Who is to get 
the premium? The Urban District Council? To those who bad 


supposed that the district and county councils took some interest in 


education, and had some pride in the scholars trained in the tech- 
nical institutes and colleyes, it is а rude shock to find an urban 
district council thus riveting on its own electrical undertaking the 
worst enemy of technical education—the premium-pupil system, 
which has been the curse of British engineering.” 


Lord Kelvin on Engineering Training.—On 18th 
inst. Gord Kelvin received the honorary degree of D.Sc. from the 
University of Wales. He also, on the occasion of his visit, received 
the honorary membership of the South Wales Engineers’ Institute, 
and in the course of an interesting speech in acknowledging the 
honour said, according to the report іп the 7'tmes, he had always 
bad the deepest sympathy with engineering. on the one side and 
University trainirg on the other, because engineering was giving, 
perhaps, the most interesting application of the science learned in 
the University for the benefit of mankind. He remembered with 
pride that the first chair of engineering in any university in the 
country was that founded in Glasgow. Не felt that engineers all 
over the world had still a good deal to learn as to the real value of 
University training, but he did not think that in South Wales they 
needed reminding of that fact. Proceeding, Lord Kelvin con- 
trasted the old system of apprenticeship of the engineer with the 
more modern ideas, He did not desire to make comparisons, but 
in the matter of the education of foremen in engineering works, the 
Germans had learned how to give them scientific knowledge in a 
way in which we in England had not given it. It was necessary 
for the young engineer to learn the practical as well as the theo- 
retical, and this could only be accomplished satisfactorily by the 
student spending balf his year at the University and half in the 
workshop, where he might learn to apply the scientific knowledge 
which he had acquired in the University. He would suggest this 
to the University College of South Wales.and to the members of 
the Engineers’ Institute, and would ask employers to endeavour to 
make some arrangement whereby their engineering pupils might be 
able to do this. 


Obituary.—Ja»xrs Hookrey.—Still another link in the 
chain, which connects the early days of the electric telegraph with the 
present time, has been broken by the death of Mr. James Hookey, late 
Engineer-in-Chief to the Post Office. It was but in the early part of 
1902 that, pressed by his medical advisers, Mr. Hookey was per- 
suaded to retire from the position in the Postal Telegraph Service, 
which for about three years he had so well filled. Always an active 
man, it seems to have been impossible for him on his retirement to 
take that amount of rest which he so much needed. So keen was 
his enthusiasm in everything to which he lent a hand that, regardless 
of his personal welfare, he continued to assist in various pbilan- 
thropic works in wbich he had always taken so great an interest. 
He was taken ill whilst on one of these missions, and, after linger- 
ing for some days, passed away on Saturday morning, the 14th inst. 

Born in Bristol in 1839, and educated at Batb, Mr. Hookey, at 
the age of 16, entered the service of the Electric Telegraph Co. 
Here his engineering and administrative ability soon advanced him 
to a position of trust, and in 1862 he was promoted to a still higher 
position in London, where, after declining an important position 
with a railway company, he elected, on tbe transfer of the tele- 
graphs to the State, to join the Post Office Service. 

His intimate knowledge of the details of the telegraph system 
soon marked him out for advancement, and, after serving under 
three successive engineers-in-chief he was, in 1899, appointed to 
the position vacated by Sir William Preece. 

4s head of a department which was then, and is still, making 

jid strides, both commercially and scientifically, Mr. Hookey 
océapied a most responsible position, and his thorough knowledge 


* 


of the inner workings of his department enabled him to carry on 
the administration very successfully. His grasp of detail was very 
remarkable, and being possessed of a retentive memory, probably 
no man connected with the service was so thoroughly familiar with all 
the ramifications of the immense wire and line mileage of the whole 
telegraph system as he was; he knew all by heart, and, it is said, 
could quote chapter and verse for almost any wayleave or easement 
connected with them throughout the country. He made his profession 
his hobby, and often late at night he might be found in his office 
hard at work; indeed, had he taken life less seriously, there is 
little doubt that his career would not have terminated for several 
years to come. 

His experience of railway working proved of immense service to 
the State during the transfer of the telegraph lines, while his deal- 
ings with the various companies, whether on the subject of main- 
tenance or manufacture, always exhibited tactfulness and resource. 

Many improvements and modifications were carried out in the 
telegraphic and telephonic apparatus during his term of office, and 
although he could scarcely be described as a technical expert, he 
was perfectly familiar with every branch of electrical ergineering, 
and would readily grasp the salient points of any suggestion brought 
before him. 

Always sympathetic and encouraging, Mr. Hookey will be greatly 


` missed by those who were brought within his circle of friends; 


he was ever ready to assist by his experience and advice, and many 
a charity will be the poorer by his decease. As an instance of the 
high respect in which he was held by the officers of his staff, it may 
be mentioned that nearly 1,000 names appear іп an album accom- 
panying a testimonial which was presented to him upon his retire- 
ment. 

COLONEL PEsscETTO.— Many engineers in this country will be 
deeply grieved to learn of the death of Colonel F. Pescetto, the 
well known Italian electrical engineer, who passed away on 12th 
inst., at the early age of 56. Colonel Pescetto made several visits 
to England, and established ccrdial friendships, which were 
renewed on the occasion of the visit of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers to Italy this year. We respectfully tender our sincere 
sympathy to his bereaved family and colleagues. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The following 
are the papers down to be read in London during the current 
year:— 

November 26th.— “ Тһе Testing of Electric Generators by Air Calorimetry,” by 
Rata F. R. 8. The Edison Accumulators for Automobiles," by ҮҮ, 
libbert. 

December 10th.—*'* The Ondograph," by E. Hospitalier. “ Оп the Magnetio 
Dirpertion in Induction Motors and its Influence on the Design of these 
Machines,“ by Dr. Hans Behn-Eschenburg. 

December 17tb.— The City and South London Railway: Working Results of 
the Three-wire System Applied to Traction, &c.," by P. V. McMahon. 


Drying Peat Electrically.— A correspondent who has 
devoted considerable attention to this subject, and has made 
experiments respecting electrical peat drying, informs us that in 
the course of his experience he has found in the first place, as soon 
as the peat arrives at boiling temperature, the resistance increases 
во enormously that it is practically impossible to get any current 
through it, and raising the voltage only has the effect of separating 
the electrodes from the body of the peat. In the second place, if 
the process is stopped as scon as the peat reaches boiling tempera- 
ture, it is found that it has undergone some change which permits 
of its being treated by other processes, the nature of which he is not 
quite sure of, but the effect of which is claimed to produce 
briquettes in a few hours only, so hard and firm that they can be 
polished like ebonite. In this, however, our correspondent is 
dependent upon other people's word, as he bas never seen the 
briquettes actually made. In the third place, the cost of raising 
the raw peat to boiling point is so great that a company working 
the process could hardly produce enough fuel to feed its own 
boilers.  Fourthly, there is produced as a by-product of the elec- 
tric process a certain amount of oil, having the characteristics of 
petroleum, which might be of some value. 


Royal Society Medals.—The Royal Society has this year 
awarded the Davy medal to M. Pierre Curie and Madame Curie for 
their researches on Radium ; and the Hughes medal to Prof. Wilhelm 
Hittorf for his long-continued experimental researches on the Elec- 
tric Discharge in Liquids and Gases. 


Jandus Arc Lamp and Electric Co, Ltd., v. Arc 
Lamp Co.—This case came before Mr. Justice Kekewich in the 
Chancery Division on Wednesday. 

Mr. Wm. Graham said the action was brought by the plaintiffs to 
restrain the infringement of two patents by the defendants. The 
plaintiffs for whom he appeared had been advised that neither of 
their patents in the form in which they now were could be safely 
litigated upon, and the motion was for plaintiffs to be allowed to 
amend their specification and the pleadings. 

Mr. Bousfield, K.C., on behalf of the defendants, submitted that 
as the plaintiffs could not win on their present materials, the action 
ought to be dismissed. 

In the result his Lordship granted the application in the form of 
the order made in the well-known Ruddington case. It was also 
directed that the action should stand over formally. 


Engineering Standards Reports.—The Engineering 
Standards Committee have appointed Messrs. Crosby Lockwood 
and Son, of 7, Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C., as official publishers to 
the Committee. All the reports and specifications published by the 
Committee may be had from the official publishers to the Committee, 
or direct from the offices of the Committee, 28, Victoria Street, 
Westminster. IX 
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Who are H. W. Bramley & Co., Electrical Engi- 
neers ?—H. W. Bramley described on the plaint note as an elec- 
trical engineer, of 75, Thorold Road, Ilford, was sued at Lambeth 
County Court on Wednesday by the Imperial Motor Co., Brixton, 
to recover £4 15s. 6d., repairs to a bicycle. Defendant pleaded 
infancy. In reply to Judge Emden, he stated he considered it an 
honourable plea, and he would not withdraw it. 

Judge Emden: I gave you an opportunity of getting honourably 
out of it, and you did not take advantage of the opportunity. I 
now ае that your plea ів bad in law, as the contract was for your 
benefit. 

The solicitor for the pl:iutiff company said the young man had 
received the cost of the repairs from an insurance company. 

Judge Emden (to defendant): What is your age ? —17. 

Well,you are a promising youth. What did you do with the 
money you gct for the insurance on four bicycle ?—I spent it. 

On judgment being entered for the plaintiff company with costs, 


the solicitor for the company stated that defendant was well able ` 


to pay at once. He handed up an imposing billhead thowing that 
Bramley traded under the title of H. W. Bramley & Oo., electrical 
engineers. v 

Judge Emden (to defendant): Who are Н. W. Bramley & Co. 5 — 
I am H. W. Bramley and the company. 

Do you tell the persons you have business with that you are an 
infant ?—No, but they know when they see me. 

I should say, young man, that you take very good care that they 
do not see you, or, if they do, you don't admit you are H. W. 
‘Bramley & Co. The law permits you to assume the title, but it is a 
gross piece of impertinence. А 

Defendant: Is there any reason, your Honour, why I should not 
carry on the business? 

Judge Emden: Nothing I could say would appeal to your 
standard of morality. | 

The Court Registrar: A short order, your Нопопг? 

Judge Emden: Certainly ; the “company " must pay at once. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow Sec- 
tion).—Mr. W. A. Chamen, president of the Glasgow Local 
Section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, delivered the 
inaugural address at the opening meeting of the section, taking for 
his subject “The Electrical Developments of the Future.” Survey- 
ing the present position of the electrical industry, he devoted much 
attention to the steam turbine and the gas engine as devices which 
were likely to supersede the steam engine in connection with tke 
generation of electricity. 


South African Trade.—The Board of Trade Journal 
announces that correspondents responsible for supplying special 
commercial information have now been appointed at Cape Town, 
Port Elizabeth, J shaqnesbarg and Bloemfontein. 


London School Board.—At the last weekly meeting 
the Works Committee reported that the managers had called 
attention to the insufficiency of the lighting at the Gravel Lane 
School, Houndsditch, and had asked that it might be improved either 
by the provision of electric light or incandescent burners. Tke 
assistant architect reported that a large number of burners in- 
jurionsly affects the atmosphere of the roome, and the Committee had 
therefore come to the conclusion that it would be desirable to provide 
electric lighting for that purpose. They: accordingly recommended 
that an estimate of £398 for the installation be approved, and that 
the work be carried out by the Board itself. The charge of the 
City of London Electric Lighting Co. for the supply of current was 
3d. per B. of T. unit, this being the lowest charge hitherto made. 
The recommendation was agreed to. 


Personal.—We understand that Mr. Frank B. Cramer 
has left the International Electrical Engineering Co., where he 
held the position of technical manager, and has re-joined Messrs. 
Johnson & Phillips, with whom he was formerly associated for some 
years. 

Toe Times announces that at a meeting of the electors to the 
Professorship of Mechanism and Applied Mechanics, held at Cam- 
bridge on 14th inst, Mr. Bertram Hopkiason, M.A., of Trinity 
College, was elected in the place of Mr. J. A. Ewing, resigned. 

Mr. Jackson has been appointed electrical engineer at Pontefract 
Workhouse by the Board of Guardians. 

The City address of Mr. E. Kilburn Scott, M.LE.E., A. M. I. C. E., 
is 19, St. Helen's Place, where he is associated with Mesare. Harper 
Bros. & Co. in the engineering work of the North Wales Power and 
Traction Co., the Bath and Sunderland District Electric Tram- 
ways, &c. 

Mr. Alexander Moir, who has been stationed at Newcastle for the 
past seven years as assistant superintending engineer of the postal 
telegraph service, has been appointed to a technical officerahip of 
the first class upon the engineer-in-chief’s staff at the General Post 
Ооз, London. Mr. Moir is at the present time vice-chairman of 
the Newcastle Section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

Mr. J. B. Gibbons, engineer, City District National Telephone Co., 
has been appointed engineer to the Oriental Telephone and Electric 
Co., and wil lshortly proceed to the East, for the p se of con- 
ferring with the local managers and advising the Board a as to what 
system of underground cabling should be adopted for their 
exchanges in Indias, China, Burmah and the Straits Settlements, 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Birmingham), 
—The opening meeting of this section, which had been postponed, 
has now been fixed for December 2nd, when Mr. J. O. Vaudry will 
deliver bis address. ; 


Electric Lighting Loans.—On Wednesday the St. 
Pancras B.C. considered a letter trom the comptroller of the L. O. C., 
intimating that a required loan of £23,960 for electricity purposes, 
repayable in 42 years, could only be advanced to the Borough 
Council at £3 153. per cent. per annum, instead of £3 10s, the rate 
of interest which previously obtained in the case of local loans. 
The comptroller added that the Finanoe Committee of the County 
Council desired to take the opportunity of emphasising the desira- 
bility, in view of existing financial conditions, of the borrowings of 
local authorities being restricted, as far as possible, to schemes of an 
urgent character. Inasmuch as the Prudential Assurance Co. offered 
to advance St. Pancras the needed loan at £3 12s. 6d. per cent. per 
annum, the Borough Council decided to seek the sanction of the 
County Council for the acceptance of this offer. 


Тһе Atlas” Motors.—Some new types of motors for 
continuous current and polyphase circuits have been placed upon the 
market by Messrs. T. Harding Churton & Co., of Atlas Works, 
Ingram Street, Leeds. The illustration shows the polyphase indus- 
tion motor, which is supplied for either two or three phases. The 
rotors are either of the “ short-circuit” type (Р.О. type, as shown), 
in which the conductors consist of copper bars, connected at the 
ends by short-circniting rings, or of the slip-ring type (P.8. type), 
which are wire-wound and provided with slip-rings to enable ап 


external resistance to be inserted in the rotor circuits when starting 


up or for controlling the speed. Tostart motors with short-circuited 
rotors, except for the smallest sizes, which can be switched directly 


on tothe mains, Messrs. Churton supply a starting transformer- 


switch (or auto-starter) for the stator, or primary, circuits. For 
motors with wound rotors and slip-rivgs, multiple-contact switch в 
and resistances are supplied, with which the motors can Ыз started 
againet full load with about full load current, and up to twice the 


PoLvPHASE MOTOR. 


full-load torque, the current is nearly proportional to the torque. T'he 
speeds given in the list are based upon a frequency of 50 periods 
per second, but the motors can be wound for other frequencies and 
speeds, The efficiency of the motors is claimed to be extremely 
high, because of the special form of construction, whicb, though 
involving a slight addition to first cost, soon repays the extra outlay 
in the reduced cost of working. At the same time a very high 
power factor is obtained, which is of importance to the suppliers of 
the current. The temperature rise on normal foll-load running is 


. said to be very moderate, and to admit of the motors running on 


heavy overloads without injury. An illustrated list of these motors, 
giving prices and other particulars, has been issued. A second 
circalar deals in a similar manner with the continuous current 
type. Copies of either can be obtained on application to the firm. 


Electric Installation for an Indian Jute Mill.— 
A large order has recently been given to the British Westing- 


_ house Co. for two turbo-generators and auxiliary plant for driving 


the large jute mill of Messrs. Birkmyre Bros, on the River Hugli, 
near Calcutta. The turbo-generators will each be of 1,300 xw. 
capacity, furnishing three-phase current at 440 volts and 25 periods. 
Each turbine will exhaust into a vertical surface condenser having 
4,800 sq. ft. of cooling surface, and the exciter generators, of 20-kw. 
each, wil be mounted direct on extensions of the turbine shaft. 
The turbines are to be of the multiple-expansion parallel-flow type, 
running at 1,500 revolutions per minute, With steam at 1,175 lbs. 
per sq. in., 271 in. vacuum, and 200° F. superheat, a low steam con- 
sumption will be attained. There will be eight boilers of Mesare. 
Davey, Paxman’s “ Economic" type. The various departments of 
the mill will be driven throughout by Westinghouse polyphase 
induction motors, type O, of sizes varying up to 700 н.р. The 
700-H.P. motors, three in all, will run at 290 revolations per minute, 
and will be direct coupled by solid flange couplings at each end of 
the spindle to 350-ft. lengths of shafting. A large number of motors 
will also be of the slow-speed type, for direot coupling to the sbaft- 
ing without the intervention of belts or gearing. The contract 
includes, in addition to the above, the necessary switchboard and 
auxiliary apparatus, various transformers and two;jib cranes. 


> 
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The Jandus Motor.—The Jandus Arc Lamp and 
Electric Co., Ltd., having made extensive additions to their plant, 
are now placing upon the market small motors. Many of the 
patented details of the new motor are claimed to be quite 
unique. The brush holders work in a fixed position at all loads; 
the patent terminals are of special design, being sunk in porcelain, 
and protected by a metal shield so that it is impossible to get a 
short circuit. The commutator has connections solid with the bars. 
The bearings are self-oiling ; the armature is slotted, with former- 
wound interchangeable coils; and motors have either ventilated, 
or air-tight frames. The general design is of circular shape, form- 
ing a neat machine. It can be fixed to floor, wall or ceiling, and 
special brackets are supplied for fixing to iron columns in engineer- 
ing works, &c. It is considered that the motor should appeal 
specially to supply companies and corporations for hiring-out 


The Manufacture of Electrolytic Bleaching Com- 
pounds.—Electrolytic processes are being frequently taken up by 
paper, pulp and textile manufacturers, particularly in the United 
States, for the production of bleaching powder and hypochlorite 
liquors used in these industries, The form of vat for the production 
of the latter is not yet fully determined, but varies considerably in 
different mills. In the States diaphragms are generally used, 
whereas in Europe the liquor is produced direct without the use of 
a diaphragm. 

In the September number of Lilectro-chemical Industries, Dr. 
W. H. Walker, in dealing with this subject at length, shows that in 
practice the rate of increase of hypochlorite, as measured by the 
amount of electricity sent through the vat, is found to be a constantly 
decreasing quantity as the operation is continued. For this reason 
a large amount of energy is required to produce hypochlorite of 


SIDE AN DP END ErEvaTIONS OF JANDUS 1-H.P. MOTOR, 


purposes, on account of its low first cost and maintenance charges. 
Messrs. Drake & Gorham, Ltd., of 66, Victoria Street, S.W., who 
are the sole agents for the company, have issued a price list giving 
a clear and full specification. The motors are beirg manufactured 
in a few sizes only, large quantities being made for stock, and all 
deliveries are from stock. We are informed that special attention has 
been paid in the design to adapt the motors for workshop use. The 
weight is small, from the use of steel castirgs, and all motors may 
be altered in a few minutes to run at any angle. The low speeds 
and complete protection of the enclosed motor facilitate their adop- 
tion for machine-tool driving. The experience gained in manufactur- 
ing the company's well-known arc lamps will be applied to the 
manufacture of these motore, and it is felt that the sales of motors 
will rival that of their lamps, the steadily increasing sales of these 
having juetified the acquisition of plant and premises sufficiently 
large (to take up the manufacture of other specialities. The 
illustration shows а 1-н.р. protected motor. 


The Magnetic Storm.— Dr. Glazebrook, director of the 
National Physical Laboratory, Old Deer Park, Richmond, Surrey, 
sends the following observations on the recent magnetic storm to 
the Times under date November 2nd :—“ The Kew magnetic curves 
for the evening of October 30th and the early morning of the 31st 
ult. showed minor disturbances of an ordinary type. On the 31st, at 
about 6 hours 3 min. a.m., there appeared, simultaneously in the 
declination, horizonfal force and vertical force curves, à sudden 
movement of the exceptional type which sometimes serves as pre- 
cursor of a large megnetic storm. As is usual in such cases, the 
initial movement was comparatively small, the horizontal force 
increasing by about 1 part in 300, whilst the declination needle 
moved 7 min. of аго to the west. After a more gradual return to 
nearly the original values, there occurred, about 6.43 a.m., a much 
larger, but not so sudden movement, the horizontal force diminishing 
by about 1 part in 82, whilst the declination needle moved over balf 
a degree to the weet. The storm was most violent between 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. on the 31«#, but there continued a large amount of 
magnetic disturbance until 4 а m. on November 1st. Tce photo- 
graphic traces from the Kew standard magnetographs went 
repeatedly off the sheet alike in declination, horizontal f. rce and 
vertical force; but the wholc extent of the declination movement 
seems to be shown by a magnetograph of smaller sensitiveness 
undergoing verification at the time. According to this instrument, 
the difference between the extreme positions of the declination 
needle amounted to no less than 237. As to the other elements, the 
horizontal force trace croseed the sheet from edge to edge between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on the 31st, representing a change of about th 
of the entire horizontal force, whilst the vertical force changed by 
1 part in 90 between 5 pm and 6 p.m. What the full range may 
have been in these two elements it is impossible, of course, to say, 
owing to the insufficient width of the photographic paper, bat the 
magnetic storm is unquestionably the largest recorded at Kew since 
February 13-14th, 1892. The present storm is remarkable, not 
merely for the great range between the extreme values recorded for 
the several magnetic elements, but also for the extraordinary number 
of large and rapid oscillatiuns of force.” 


Royal Society.—Among the papers read on Thursday, 


November 19th, waa one by Dr. A. D. Waller, F.R.S., “ Electro- 


meter Records of Secreto-motor Changes,” 


a finish of delicate quality and pureness of colour; 


sufficient strength for use in textile mills, and the direct process is 
a very inefficient one, whereas a much greater energy efficiency is 
obtaired in the diaphragm method for the production of strong 
bleaching powder. | 
In the States a large proportion of the mills in question are pulp 
mills requiring a much stronger solution of bleaching liquor than 
those woiking comparatively finished products in Europe, and con- 
sequently for them the direct process becomes so costly as to 
necessitate the use of a diaphragm process. Where, however, 
only weak solutions of hypochlorites are required, the direct 
rocess can be brought into requisition with advantage. 
r. Walker points out that soluble bleaching liquors are far 
superior in their action upon textiles and all goods requiring 
and, 
for this reason alone, some of the mills in the States are con- 
templating the adoption of the direct process for the manufacture of 
soluble hypochlorites, in spite of the somewhat heavier cost of 
production of solutions of the strength they require. The lower the 
cost of power, the smaller the difference in the relative costs of 
these two products becomes; and where water-power is already. 
installed to supply electric energy to the mill, it is obvious that the 
direct process could be used with some considerable advantage. 


A Large Water-Power Installation for Aluminium 
Production.—The large water-power installation of the Société 
Electro-Metallurgique Francaise lately erected st La Praz, in 
Savoie, is described in detail by Mr. F. C. Perkins in Electricity 
(New York) of October 14th. Aluminium is manufactured in these 
works by the Héroult process, and chrome steel is also made in a 
special type of electric furnace. The water-power is obtained from 
the River Arc, whose flow is very variable at different seasons. For 
this reason there are two different heads of water arranged for, one 
of 70 metres and the other of 30. The higher pressure is supplied 
from a dam about two miles up the stream, and the lower from 
another dam about three-fifths of a mile from the power house. 
Tae power house itself is a building about 400 ft. in length and 
40 ft. wide, containing as many a3 30 electrical machines with an 
aggregate power approaching 15,000 н.р. Most of these machines 
are of the horizontal type directly connected to horizontal turbines, 
each machine having a capacity of 350 нр. and being of low voltage 
direct current type, constructed by the Compagnie de l'Industrie 
Electrique et Mechanique, of Geneva. 

There are seven horizontal continuous current machines of the 
Thury type, having six, eight and ten pole-pieces, ranging up to 
500 H.P. and working at a pressure of 110 volts. These mschines 
are direct coupled to horizontal turbines working at 250 revolutions 
per minute. The single-phase alternator which supplies current to 
the steel furnace is of 500 H. p., with a frequency of 33 and voltage 
of 110, giving a current of 3,750 amperes with a speed of 25 revolu- 
tions perminute. The 16 field poles of this machine revolve within 
the armature, which is stationary. By varying the connections of 
the machine, it may be arranged to deliver current at a voltage of 
aae ын or 65, and to enables the furnace to be under better 
contro 7 


Appointments Vacant.—Tramways general manager 
for Sheffield; assistant electrical engineer for Gibraltar (£200, 
tising to £250). tramway manager for Bolton at; £600. 
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` THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


WE are informed that the notice which appeared in our last issue 
stating that Mr. T. B. NAYLOR had been appointed successor to the 
late Mr. Marsh, at the Dudley electricity works, is incorrect. 

Out of 70 applicants for the post of resident electrical engineer 
at Leek, the following bave been selected to attend before the Elec- 
tricity Committee: — Mr. J. R W. Grainacz, London; Mr. A. 
Franck, London; Mr. P. M. Cana, Maidstone; and Mr. J. W. 
Haxe, Wigan. 

The second annual tea and social of the Leeds City Electric 
Lighting Department cricket club took place in the Gladstone 
Hall, Skilbeck Street, on Saturday, 7th inst. Mr. DIOKINSON 
(president) oconpied the chair, and he urged the men to take up 
physioal and mental culture, reading, &c., during the winter months. 
Mr. Dickinson presented the prizes as follows:—W. Merritt, first 
batting prize (alarm clock) ; T. Merritt, second batting prize (nickel- 
plated fruit dish); R. Rowntree, first bowling prize (leather port- 
manteau); W. Merritt, second bowling prize (pair of boots); G. 
Newby, fielding prize (timepiece). Mr. J. W. Mitchell's string 
band played for dancing, and a most enjoyable evening was spent; 
in fact, there has already been an application for tickets for next 
year. 

Mr. R. C. Coxon, of Sunderland, has been appointed general 
clerk to the Bermondsey B.C. electric ligbt undertaking. There 
were 22 applicants for the position. : 

Shrewsbury T.C. has increased the salary of Mr. JOHNSON, resi- 
dent electrical engineer, from £300 to £350 a year. 

On the occasion of the marriage, on 10th inst., of Mr. E. A, 
ВлвкЕв, borough electrical engineer, Barnsley, and Miss A Black- 
well, second daughter of Mr. J. Blackwell, Walsall, the staff of 
the Barnsley Corporation presented to Mr. Barker a valuable 
barometer; the public lighting staff presented bim with a hand- 
some timepiece. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Alert Electrical Co., Ltd. (78,971).—This company was regis- 
tered on October 2ytb, with a capital of £2,000 in 21 shares, to carry on the 
business of electricians, electricat engineers, producers of generators, accumu- 
lators, distributors and suppliers of electricity for light, heat, motive power, or 
otherwise, motor, motor car, motor cycle and bicycle manufacturers, india- 
rubber merchants, tire makers, &c. The subscribers are:—H. Lavy, 40, Park 
Lane, Clissold Park, N., electrical engineer, 50 shares; J. J. Govey, 2, Hilsea 
Street, N.E., clerk, 1 share; G. L. Abrahams, 7, Clifton Gardens, Maida Vale, 
W., gentleman, 1 share; H. D. Home, 15, Portland Road, Finsbury Park, N., 
insurance broker, 1 share; A. Harpurney, 6, Hillside Villas, Harcourt Road, 
Wood Green, N., clerk, 1 share; F. Lavy, 93, Finsbury Pavement, EC., 
solicitor, 1 share; and T. North, 106, Fairlop Road, Leytonstone, shorthand 
writer, 1 share. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be 
less than two nor more tban five; the first are H. Lavy and Mrs. A. E. J. 
Webber (each of whom may retain office while holding £200 shares or stock) ; 
ordinary qualification, £50; remuneration of permanent directors, £10 each per 
annum, with £104 extra for H. Lavy as chairman and managing director, 
Remuneration of ordinary directors as fixed by the permanent. 


British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (79,061).— 


This company was registered on November 6th, with a capital of £200,000 in £1 
shares, to acquire the business carried on in Great Britain and Ireland by the 
National Telephone Co., Ltd., and by Aktiebolaget L. M. Ericsson & Co. (under 
the name of L. M. Ericsson & Co., Ltd.), respectively as manufacturers and 
suppliers Of machinery articles, apparatus and appliances in connection with 
telephones and telegraphs, to adopt agreements (1) dated October 1500, 1903, 
between the National Telephone Co., Ltd., of the one part, and P, 
Hammarskjold, on behalf for this company, of the other part; and (2) bearing 
same date between Aktiebolaget L. M. Ericsson & Co., of the one part, and the 
said P. Hammarskjold, for this company, of the other part, and to carry on the 
business aforesaid and that of manufacturers of ali kinds of appliances and 
materials capable of being used in connection with electrical works or with 
generation, distribution, supply, accumulation acd employment of electricity, 
manufacturers of and dealers in wires, cables, lines, gas and water meters, cash 
checks and controllers, scientific, surgical and other instrumente, automatic and 
general machinery, electricians, electrica] and mechanical] engineers, con- 
tractors, suppliers of electricity for telegraphic and telephonic purposes and 
for light, heat, power or otherwise, &c. The first subscribers (each with one 
share; are: A. Bostron, 5, Thulegatan, Stockholm, Sweden, managing director 
of a company; W. Montelius, 46, Ostermalmsgatan, Stockholm, Sweden, juris 
consulting of the State Bank; H. T. Cedergren, Drottninggatan, 47, Stockholm, 
Sweden, managing director; H. Johansson, ^, Thulegatan, Stockholm, Sweden, 
chief engineer; P. Hammarskjold, Temple Chambers, E.C., electrical engineer; 
C. 8. Agnew, 5, Mount Street, Manchester, director; C. H. Robertson, Plas 
Newydd, Llangollen, North Wales, company director; J. Ferguson, Bart., M.P., 
80, Cornwall Gardens, London; W. E. I.. Gaifie, 100, St. George's Square, S. W., 
general manager of a company; and G. Franklin, Imperial Chambers, Norfolk 
Row, Sheffield, company director. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than four nor more than eight, provided that so long 
as the issued capital shall consist only of the thares taken by the subscribers 
and those ailotted in pursuance of the aforesaid agreements, the number shall 
be four only. The first directors are to be nominated by the vendors named on 
the suid agreements, and each of the vendors thall, while holding 50,(00 shares, 
retain the right to nominate and remove two directors, or while holding 25,000 
shares, to nominate and remove one director. Remuneration of directors, £52 
10s. each per annum; qualification (except nominated directors) £1,000. P. 
Hammarskjold is the first managing director with a salary of not less than £600 
per annum, and may not be reinoved without the consent of the vendors named 
in the second agreement. Registered office: Byron House, 82—65, Fleet 
Street, EC, 


T. H. Wathes & Co., Ltd. (76.953).—This company was 
registered October 27th, with a capital of £8,000 in £1 shares, to adopt an 
agreement with T. H. Wathes for the acquisition of the business of an electrio 
power, light and telephone engineer now carried on by him at 18, Belgrave 
Gate, Leicester, and to carry on the same and the business of electricians, 
mechanical aud electrical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electric, 
Btexm and petrol motor-carr, suppliers of electricity for light, heat, motive 

ower or otherwise, бс. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:— 

. H. Wathes, 100, King Richard's Road, Leicester, electrician; G. E. В. 
Hales, 75, St. Saviour's Road East, Leicester, electrician; R. Wathes, 100, 
King Richard’s Road, Leicester, dairyinan; F. W. Goodess, 1, Friar Lane, 
Leicester, chemist; R. H. Wathee, 100, King Richard’s Road, Leicester, dairy: 
man; Mrs. M. Males, Wyveru Hotel, Station Street, Leicester; and Miss I. M. 
Layton, Wyveru Hotel, Station Street, Leicester. No initial public issue, 
The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than five; the firet 
are H. T. Wathes and G. E. B. Hales; qualification, £250; remuneration as fixed 
by the company, 


. Light Cure and Electro-Therapeutic Institute, Ltd. 
(78,946).— This company was registered on October 27th, with a capital of 
£12,000 in £1 shares, to provide, furnish and maintain an establishment for the 
cure and relief of diseases and ailments by electrical and other kindred treat- 
ment, and to carry on the business of electric light bath proprietors, elec- 
tricians, mechanical engineers, suppliers of electricity, manufacturers of and 
dealers in all apparatus and things required for the generation, distribution, 
supply. accumulation and employment of electricity, &c. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are:—E. N. Walker, K.C., M.G.,52, Warwick Road, S. W.: 
J. W. Sidley, 8, Nassington Road, Hampstead, merchant; D. S. Ward, Sedom 
House, Harrogate, alderman; J. T. Shone, 86, Maitland Park Road, N.W., 
merchant; R. King, 11, Praed Street, W., dentist; W. J. Spratling, B.5c., 
F.C., I. S., 74, Wickham Road, Brockley, 8.E.; and P. V. Gibson, 54, New 
Broad Street, E.C., clerk. Minimum cash subscription 10 per cent. of the 
shares offered to the public. The number of directors is not to be less than 
2 nor more than 12; the first are E. N. Walker, K.C.M.G.. J. W. Sidley, D. 8. 
Ward and J. T. Shone; qualification and remuneration as fixed by the 
company. 


Sunderland District Electric Tramways, Ltd. (79,054).— 
This company wasregistered on November 5th, with a capital of £270,000 in £1 
shares, to acquire the rights to construct a tramway or tramways in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sunderland, together with any tramway or works already con- 
structed thereunder, with a view thereto to enter into an agreement between 
the Electric Conversion Syndicate, Ltd., of the one part, and E. N. Dawe (as 
trustee for this company) of the other part, to construct, lay down, equip, 
repair and maintain any tramway or tramways, to work the same by mesns of 
electrical, steam, animal or other power, and to carry on the business of tram- 
way. railway, omnibus and motor-car proprietors, suppliers of electrical power 
and light, &c. The first subscribers are:—G. Н. Raw, 28, Albert Court, S.W., 
chairman Natal— Zululand Railway Co., Ltd., 260 shares; Sir R. Lord, Kt., 
J.P., Highfield Hall, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 250 shares; A. H. Drew, 
Beech Lawn, Tonbridge, Kent, gentleman, 1 share; W. H. Priestley, 28, Aurtin 
Friars, E.C., secretary, 1 share; E. M. Loughborough, 45, Holland Park 
Avenue, W., gentleman, 1 share; M. J. Upcott, 188, Elm Park Mansions, 
Chelsea, 8.W., articled clerk, 1 share; and F. W. Nobbs, 28, Austin Friars, 
E.C., accountant, 1 share. Minimum cash subscription, 150,000 shares. The 
number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven; the first 
are J. Б. Barwick (director of the Weardale Steel and Coke Co., Ltd., and 
Easington Coal Co., Ltd.), Sir В. Lord, Kt., J.P., Sir R. D. Moncrieff, Bart., 
G. H. Raw, and W. Sutton, J.P.; qualification, £250; remuneration, £250 
each per annum (£300 for the chairman), and 6 per cent. of the profits avail- 
able for distribution divisible (such percentage not to exceed 41, COO in any 
year). 


St. Albans and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (79.073).— 
This company was registered on November "th, with a capital of £25,000 in £1 
shares, to carry on the business of suppliers of electricity, carriers of passengers 
and goods, electrical engineers, electricians, engineers, contractors, wharfingers, 
agents, manufacturers of and dealers in railway, tramway, electric, magnetic, 
galvanic and otherapparatus, &c. The first subscribers (each with one rhare) 
are:—J. Raworth, Donington House, Norfolk Street, W.C., director of British 
Electric Traction Co., Ltd.; C. H. Dade, Donington House, Norfolk 
Street, W.C., secretary of B.E.T. Co., Ltd.; G. J. Somerville, Donington 
House, Norfolk Street, W.C., electrical engineer; G. R. Hulme, 43, Blackheath 
Park, S.E., electrical engineer; G. Offor, Peak Hill Villa, ‘Sydenham, S. E., 
electrical engineer; A. D. Foster, 5, Stamford Mansions, Stamford Grove East, 
Upper Clapton, N., secretary; and W. L. Madgen, Victoria Works, Belvedere 
Road, B.E., electrical engineer. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven ; the subscribers arc 
to appoint the first; qualification, one share; remuneration, £50 each per 
annum and 5 per cent. of the dividend paid on ordinary shares, divisible. 
Registered office: Donington House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W. C. 


Western Electric Distributing Corporation, Ltd. (78,057).— 
This company was registered on November Sth, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 
shares, to adopt an agreement with the Bristol Trust, Ltd., and to carry on the 
business of suppliers of electric light and power, electricians, electrical 
engineers, contractors, manufacturers, mechanioal and chemical enginers, &c, 
The first subscribers are :—T. Kirkland, 17, Victoria Street, Westminster, civil 
engineer, 100 shares; S. Williams, 28, Parliament Street, Westminster, solicitor. 100 
shares; E. J. Glyn, Newland Lodge, Ingatestone, Essex, gentleman, 5:0 Shares: 
W. T. Pressland, Broad Sanctuary Ohambers, Westminster, electrical engineer. 
150 shares; 8. Williams, Bristol Trust, Ltd., Shannon Court, Bristol, director, 
1 share; T. Aucklebridge, 7, Grange Road, Gunnersbury, surveyor, 1 sbare: 
А. J. Fippard, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, Westminster, electrical engineer, 
l share; and D. 8. Capper, 1 , Victoria Street, Westminster, civil engineer, 
lshare. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be lees 
than two nor more than seven; the first are not named; qualification, 160 
shares; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


Electro Peat-Coal Syndicate, Ltd. (79,016).— This company 
was registered on November 8rd, with a capital of £500 in 70 A" and 130* B 
shares of £1 each, to carry on the business of manufacturers of peat fuel, peat 
charcoal, and fibrous peat, wherein the raw material is subjected to the inflnenc 
of electric current with or without the addition of minerals or chemicals, pape 
and millboard manufacturers, contractors, merchants, carriers, shippers, «c 
The first subscribers (each with one share) are: -S. Rowe, 8, Bucklersbury, Е.С. 
solicitor; T. H. Head, 103, Gresham House, E.C., chartered accountant; E. F. 
Johnston, 29, Great St. Helens, E.C., secretary; E. Cattanach, 29, Great St. 
Helens, E.C., merchant; A. Russan, 46, Leadenhall Street, E.C., merchant; 
В. G. Cole, 14, Fredericks Place, E.C., chartered accountant; and G. P. Carter, 
Recdham, Purley, Surrey, chartered accountant. No initial public issue. The 
number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than five ; the subscribers 
аге to appoint the first; qualification, five ‘‘ A shares. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Adams-Randall Telephone Patents Co., Ltd. (61,457) — 
Issue, on October J8th, of £250 debentures, part of series created April 22nd, 
1899, to secure 410,000, charged on the company’s property. including patents, 
patent rights and leasehold premises. Holders: Loudon and Foreign Contract 
Corporation, Ltd. 65, New Broad Street, E.C. Trustee: F. Davies, 95— v7, 
Finsbury Pavement, Е.С. Previously issued of same series: £9,700. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles & Co., Lid., electricians, &c, Londcn 
(67,136).—Issue, on October 19th, of £125 debentures, part of series created by 
resolutions of December 8rd, 1901, and February 7th, 1903, to secure 4K. 40. 
charged on the company's property, present and future, except uncalled capital. 
No trustees, Previously issued of same series: £6,275. - 


Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd. (74,278).—A mortgage or 
charge, dated October 19th, 1903, to secure £85,000, and further advances up to 
£92,500, with 7 per cent. interest, has been registered. Property cbarced ias a 
specitic mortgage): The undertakings authorised by the Bath and Listrict Liebt 
Railways Order, 1901, and the Bath Electric Tramwass (Light Railway F.xten- 
sions) Order, 1903, with all permanent ways, stations, power houses, generatrz 
stations, cnr sheds, rolling stock, oables, plant, equipment and rights ap; ertan- 
ing thereto, any running powers or rights over other tramways or railw as, 
certain leasehold land, buildings, fixed plant and machinery at Ladymead. st. 
Michael, Bath. (Asa floating security): All the company's other asseta, present 
and future, except uncalled or unpaid capital, Holders; Law Debenture Cors 
poration, Ltd., 41, Threadneedle Street, B.O, 
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Worcester Electric Traction Co., Ltd. (74,698).—A trust 
deed, dated October 22nd, 1908, to secure ‘£10,000 debenture stock, has been 
registered. Property charged: All the company's assets, present and future. 
Trustees: Electric and General Investment Co., Ltd., 1—2, Great Winchester 
Street, E.C. The company has power to issue further debenture stock ranking 
pari pasau up to half its issued capital. 


H. Sutton & Co., Ltd., electrical engineers, London (78,377).— 
. A debenture, dated October 19tb, 1908, to secure £250, and a second debenture 
of like &mount, both charged on the company's undertaking and property, pre- 
sent and future, including uncalled capital, have been registered. Holder (first 
debenture): G. A. Benton, 8, The Exchange, Muswell Hill, N. (Second deben- 
ture): W. E. Collingridge, Warwick Lodge, Hadley, near Barnet. 


Edisonia, Ltd. (52,977).—Issue, on October 21st, of £10,000 
second debentures, being the whole of a series created same date. Property 
charged: The company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. Holders: Edison-Bell Phonograph Co., Ltd., 89, 
Charing Cross Road, W.C. No trustees. 


Royce, Ltd., electricians, &c., Manchester (63,871).—Iesue, on 
October 23rd, of £400 debentures, part of series created March 27th, 1908, to 
secure £25,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, excluding uncalled capital. Trustees: Law Guarantee and Trust 
PNE Ltd., 49, Chancery’ Lane, W.C. Previously issued of same series: 

К 57 * 


Geo. Higginson & Co., Ltd., electrical and general engineers, 
London (78,189).— £500 debentures, created 12th, and dated October 27th, 1908, 
charged on the company’s undertaking and property, present and future, in- 
cluding its uncalled capital (if any), have been registered, No trastees. 


Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting Co. of Buenos Aires, 
Ltd. (f9,267).—An agreement, dated October 22nd, 1908, supplemental to trust 
deeds, dated May 815% and November 26th, 1901, to secure £600,000, has been 
registered. By the terms of this agreement, the first principal indenture and 
the second principal indenture are varied so far as may be necessary to give 
effect to an agreement dated August 12th, 1903, with the Deutsch Ueberseeische 
Elektricitits-Gescllechaft, for the sale of the company’s electric installation and 
lands, buildings, &c., in connection therewith. Trustees for first debenture 
holders: F. C. Norton, 2, New Square, Lincoln's Ion, W.C., and Н. A. Trotter, 
7, Mincing Lane, Е.С. 


Manufacturing Electric Co., Ltd. (78,568).— Issue, on October 
15th, of £350 debentures, part of series created same date to secure £1,000, 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, in- 
cluding uncalled capital. No trustees. 


Electric Danite Syndicate, Ltd. (76,275).—Iseue, on October 
29th, of £200 dobentures, part of series created February 6th, 1903, to secure 
£1,000, charged on the present and future capital, goodwill and other assets of 
the company. Holders: R. J. Toleman and R. Nrespecker, 22, Walbrook, Е.С, 
No trustees. Previously issued of same series: £800. 


Weston-super-Mare and District Electrie Sur ply Co. Ltd. 
(62,300). -A trust deed, dated October 29th, 1903, to secure £35, debenture 
stock, has been registered. Property charged: The company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled cap:tal. Trustees: Electric 
and General Investinent Co., Ltd., 1 and 2, Great Winchester Street, E.C. The 
company has power to issue further’ debenture stock ranking загі passu up to 
halt its subscribed capital. ' 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


WE give herewith the returns of the Hammer- 
Hammersmith smith electrical department forthe year ending 
В.С. Electricity March 31st,1903. Steady progress characterises 


Supply. the undertaking, as will be gathered from the 
following figures : — 
Year. | Gross revenue.| No. of units. ero | 1 А E 
1900 £13,660 891,301 2 09d. 30,131 
1901 17880 | . 914,259 2˙23d. 43,863 
1902 22,148 | 1,461,427 217d. | 45,422 
1903 27,185 1,736,839 2:21d. 66,224 


| | à 


A slight decrease in the average selling price per unit is 
attributed to the increasing sale of energy at power rate. The 
growing motor load is, however, a satisfactory feature, which does 
not receive anything like the attention from the Borongh Councils 
that it deserves. 

Working expenses are slightly higher per unit than in the 
previous year, and this is perhaps the least satisfactory feature in 
the returns. 

The prices charged are:—For private lighting, 6d. per unit for 
the first hour and 3d. after; and for power, 24d. to 14d., both on the 
maximum demand system. 


GENDRAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 81st— 1902. 1908, 
Total capital expended — ... M .. £173 802 £190,529 
Number of units sold— 

Private supply ... А . 1,134,711 1,412,297 

Public lighting ... dis 326,716 321,542 
Total number of unita sold 1,461,427 1,736,839 
Equivalent No. of 8-c P. lamps connected 45,422 66,224 
H P. of motors connected ... vi ЭР 74 396 
Number of public lamp; vo ese 214 239 
Maximum load in kw. А an à 1,176 1,320 
Revenue account 

Gross revenue ies ds *. £22,148 £27,185 

» expenditure ves £13,235 £16,255 

» profit -— ТР У £8,913 £10,930 
Average price obtained— 

Private lighting 3 77d. 3:68d. 

Public lighting ... dies 2:85d. 2 94d. 


22» ced a 


_Revaxvn Account, 


Gross, Per unit. 


By sale of ener gg . 225,591 3544, 
Meter and motor rents, attendance, repair», 
compensation, tests, damages recovered, &c. ... 891 124. 
Taxes and rat:s re funded ia (ss ЗР 703 :094.. 
Gross revenue. . £27,185 38-754. 
l Cost or PRODUCTION. | 
| | Gross. Per unit. 
Coal, and oil fuel ... v" е к £5,082 70d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores Sus 723 *10d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 2,720 37d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, machinery, l 
and plant... 18 к bus m 3,223 44d. 
Works and distribution ots. 11,748 1614 
Repairs, attendance, &c., public lamps 1,118 16d. 
Rent, rates and taxes  ... nm 881 4. 1,385 19d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff ee vi m id *. 1,909 '17d. 
General establishment charges, insurance, law, 
printing and stationery... d. "m 795 114. 
Total works costs .. £16,255 2244. 
Prorir STATEMENT. 
Interest on loans ees | . 00 eae eee £5 336 
Sinking fund ... ise кс ^ exui è 4,514 
Consumers’ accounts written off 885 vee 17 
Balance, net profit for 1903 1,063 
| Gross profit £10,930 


A gross profit of £10,930 resulted on the year's working, and after 
meeting financial charges, &c., a balance of £1,063 remains. This 
surplus is, of course, abnormally increased by the inclusion of the 
items refunded in the revenue account. п | 

The department has credited to а reserve fund the sum of £2,500 
out of the accumulated net profit. 


CITY NOTES. ` 


West India and Panama Telegraph. Co. 


Mr. W. B. Кіхазғовр presided at the half-yearly meeting held at 
Winchester House on Wednesday. Ia moving the adoption of the 
report, he said that the total receipts for the half-year were £34,903, 
as compared with £28,970 in the corresponding period of 1902, or á 
net increase of £5,933. This was almost entirely due to a windfall 
of abnormal traffic which came upon the lines in consequence of the 
interruption of two of the French West India Co.’s cables. Those 
two cables had now been repaired, and since the middle of October 
that extra source of revenue had ceased The startling political events 
which were taking place on the Isthmus of Panama had led to a 
certain amount of additional traffic which was at present passing 
over the Colon cable, and that fact might compensate in some 
measure for the loss of the French traffic. The expenses amounted 
to £23,051, as against £22,399, or a net increase of £652. That was 
arrived at by the increased cost of repairing cables, waich was £302, 
and also the setting aside of £281 for depreciation (10 per cent. per 
annum for one month) of the new repairing ship. There were also 
sundry other increases at stations апа in London It was proposed 
to pay 8s. per share on account of the arrears of' dividend 
on the first preference shires, and the ро:ісу of the board would 
be to pay off the remaining arrears whea the available profits 
enabled it to do so. On August llth a great cyclone struck the 
island of Jamaica; enormous damage was done to buildings and 
other property. TheJamaica Government Telegraph landlines were 
completely wrecked, and this company's landlines between Kingston 
and Holland Bay—a distance of 52 miles—were also blown down, 
and in some places altogether disappeared. At Holland Bay the 
fall force of the hurricane was felt, and the roof of the company's 
offices and staff dwelling-honse was blown off, the cable hut was 
entirely carried away, and the cables leading into it were dislodged | 
and disconnected. Onthe following day, Mr. de Mesa, the clerk-in- 
charge there, with great energy, mauaged to clear the cables, and 
succeeded in restoring the communication by the very smart and 
clever cevice of joining them up on the beach. Four days after- 
wards the Henry Holmes arrived on the spot, and at once set to work 
to repair the damage done to the cables. At tne same time, Mr. 
McLeod, tbe clerk-in-charge at Kingston, was very actively engaged 
in-restoring the landline. It was by events such as these that they 
were continually and painfully reminded that the maintenance of 
telegraphic communication throughout the West Indian Colonies 
was, in Falstaffi8 phrase, no boy's play, but a most arduous and 
anxious business. With 22 stations to be maintained, and 
24 sections of cable, having a total length of about 4,600 
miles, and with nearly 400 miles of landlines, the system was 
vulnerable over a very large area and at very many points. Con- 
sequently, in any disastrous convulsion of nature which took place 
in the West Indies, they were invariably found to be in the list of 
those who suffered. Under normal conditions their work was at all 
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times thick beset with difficulties. Taking into due account the 
difficulties, hindrances and discouragements which the company all 
through its career had had to face and overcome, he felt that it 
most assuredly deserved great commendation and no little credit 
for the resolute persistence with which for 30 years its burdensome 
and ill-requited task had been performed. The company had 
Jately had considerable trouble with the cable from Trinidad to 
Demerara, the southern terminus of the system. They had two 
cables lying in those waters; one had been down for 30 or 32 
years, and they had spent vast sums in repairing it from time to 
time. They always tried to take a cheery view of things; but, 
really, he feared that if the time had not yet come, it might come 
before long, when the board would have seriously to consider 
whether, in the company’s financial position, it would be justified 
in spending further money in endeavouring to put it into good 
working order. It was laid upon a new route which was 
specially and most carefully selected, in the hope that they 
might find a better sea-bottom upon which the cable might 
rest in greater security. This new route was longer and 
more expensive than the other one, but it had, unfortunately, 
proved to be little or no better than the old one. It was quite 
evident that the mud in which a portion of the cable had of 
necessity to be laid contained some destructive property which by 
chemical action corroded the iron armour of the cable and so 
weakened it that a break not infrequently occurred. Some little 
while sgo the board gave instructions to the cable staff in the West 
Indies that all weak places in the cable, met with during repairing 
operations, were to be cut out and replaced by entirely new cable. 
The interruptions were due to no default whatever either on the 
part of the company or in the cable, but simply and solely to 
physical cavses over which they had absolutely no control. From 
St. Vincent came the wel.ome and encouraging intelligence that the 
inhabitants, even the most pessimistic of them, were beginning to 
feel that the volcanic disturbances were now over, and they were 
eagerly locking to the authorities to take active and energetic 
measures to restore the industries of the island. After going into 
some of the phases of industrial outlook in the West Indies, the 
chairman concluded his most interesting speech, of which this is 
necetssrily a curtailed account, by formally moving the adoption of 
the report. 

This, after a few questions had been asked and answered, was 
carried unanimous!y, and a vote of thanks to the board was coupled 
with a suggestion that the staff abroad who had acted so splendidly 
in the recent serious emergencies should receive some additional 
recognition. 


Companies Struck Off the Register. 


Тнк following have been struck off the Register of Joint Stock 
Companies, and are accordingly dissolved :— 

British Motor Traction Co., Ltd. 

British Volta Electric Glow Lamp Co., 148. 

Collier-Marr Telephone and Electrical Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Electric Arms and Ammunition Syndicate, Ltd, 

General Traction Co., Ltd. 

International Electric Storage, Ltd. 

Lithanode Electric Storage Co., Ltd. 

Universal Electric Lighting Co., Ltd, 

Western Telegraph Co., Ltd. 

Woking Sanitary Electric Laundry Co., Ltd. 


Ferranti, Ltd. 


A MEETING of the creditors of Ferranti, Ltd., was held at Winchester 
House, Old Broad Street, on Wednesday, for the purpose of explain- 
ing the present position of the company, and appointing a com- 
mittee to confer with the directors of the company, and the 
receivers and managers for the debenture stockholders, with a view 
to presenting a scheme of reconstruction for the approval of the 
debenture stockholders, creditors and shareholders of the company. 

After lengthy discussion, it was resolved: “ That it is not in the 
interests of the creditors that the company should be compulsorily 
wound up.” 

The following gentlemen were then chosen to act on a committee 
to confer with the directors and receivers and managers for pre- 
paring a scheme for reconstruction or reorganisation :— Messrs, 
Lamb, Bamford, Nalder, Henderson, Taylor, G. Schultz, Kolle 
(Babcock & Wilcox), Brotherton, Estler and Bergtheil. 


Stock Exchange Notices.— Applications have been made 
to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to grant 
a quotation to: Diek, Kerr & Co., Ltd.— 52,000 ordinary shares of 
£5 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 52,000 ; 61,000 6 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 61,000; and 
£300,000 44 per cent. debenture stock; Havana Electricity Co., 
Ltd.—15,000 shares of £10 each. The Committee has ordered the 
undermentioned securities to be quoted in the Official List:— 
Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.— Farther issue of £44,435 3% per cent. 
preference stock. Midland Electric Corporation for Power Distri- 
bution, Ltd.—£250,000 44 per cent. first mortgage debentures, Nos. 
1 to 1,750 of £100 each, and 1,751 to 1,900 of £500 each. 


The Castner-Kellner Alkali Co.—A financial contem- 
porary states that the interim dividend has had to be passed this 
time. Last year there was a 6 per cent. dividend notwithstanding 
the falling off of £9,000 in the net profit. 


South Lancashire Electric Traction and Power Co. 
—A meeting of debenture stockholders in the above-named com- 
pany was held at Liverpool on Friday afternoon last, 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
BRIGHTNESS of a novel kind has been imparted to the tone of 
Stock Exchange markets as а whole by a recurrence of decidedly : 
better prices in some of the speculative sections. Consols, too, 
improved upon option dealings, although the better feeling in this 
market failed to galvanise Home Railway stocks into semblance of 
firmness. Electricity Supply shares look on quietly, almcst un- 
altered as to prices, and the Telegraph section shows several 
farther advances as against a trio of falle. Manufacturing shares 
have come on offer this week, and the prices were marked down ` 
almost mechanically. ` 
City and South London Ordinary is a point lower, the traffic 
again being a poor one. The present price of 51 is the flattest - 
recorded for the past two yeara: in 1901 it went to 46, which, in 
its turn, formed the low-water mark since 186, when 40 was the 
minimum. At the other end of the scale, the highest price recorded 
was 803 last year, so that the fall has been practically 30 points 
within a twelvemonth. Doubtless the 804 level was an inflated 


‘one, but such а heavy slump rather leads to the assumption of 


some kind of reaction, which, however, it would be vain to expect 
so long as the receipts are steadily decreasing. Central Londons 
and Waterloo and City stocks have not altered, but a little attention 
is being turned towards Great Northern and City Preferred shares, 
now standing at 8, it being stated that part of the line should be 
open for traffic in January. We teem to have distant remembrance 
of postponements of this event before. 


Districts are 31, and Metropolitans 84. It is said that the 
District Debenture issue was subscribed several times over, but in 
the market some brokers declare that clients of theirs who applied 
got an allotment in full. No premium is quoted on the new stock, 
and the price of the old remains about 1043, business being done 
at that price the other day. 


In the traction market, Cape Electrics are being freely dealt in 
on the basis of 1j to 2. Anglo-Argentines are ; up at 45, and 
Calcutta Trams have hardened to 7, the same price as that quoted 
for Calcutta Electric Supply shares. In connection with these last, 
a mistake in regard to quoting old and new sbares together in the 
Stock Exchange Oficial List has led to loes on the part of those who 
deal in them. By some unexplainable error, tke old shares, with 
their dividend of 33., were quoted alongside cf the nex, which were 
carryirg only 2s. 2d. dividend, and the consequence was a loss of 
10d. per share to the unfortunate jobbers who dealt in the different 
shares while the books were closed, and before the price went 
ex dividend. 

Auglo-American Telegraph stocks havo lost part of their last 
week's strength upon sales by proprietors who were only waiting 
for some such rise to enable them to get out. The Deferred stock 
is down $, and the'Preferred 1 per cent, but the Ordinary continues 
unaltered. Elsewhere, telegraph securities are firm, and there are 
several advances of а point amongst the gilt-edged varieties. West 
India and Panama;have improved upon their rise of a week ago, and 
this time both the Ordinary and the Second Preference pa:ticipate 
in the advance. Now that the Firat Preference are receiving 
arrears of dividend, it is thought possible that some day even the 
Seconds may get at least a part of the 6 per cent. due to them, and 
the price is still 50 per cent. below the par value of the shares. 
Western Telegraphs, nominally } easier, are actually unchanged, 
being now ex dividend and bonus. 


Amongst manufacturing shares the tone, as already mentioned, is . 
heavy, and both Callender's Ordinary and British Insulated Ordi- 
nary have relapsed. The former lost the advance recently made, 
and the demand which put up the price has given way to a few . 
selling orders. Westinghouse Preference are easier at 51. Electric | 
Construction Debenture was done at 993 on Tuesday, but electric 
Bhares generally are almost without fluctuation. City of London 
Ordinary have put on 4, London Electric Preference have lost 
another 58. and Urban Preference at 5 are à up. Folkestone at 
bi are } off. These are practically tke only changes to be noted in 
the list, and represent very little business. 


No new issues of importance call for notice, but an cffer of prior 
lien gold bonds by the Montreal Water and Power Co. pointa to the 
extension of the electric railway system which is constantly going 
on in that city as an important factor inthe growth of the com- 
pany's franchise territory. The prospectus also calls attention to 
the electric power pump it possesses at Westmount having a daily 
capacity of 44 million gallons. In mentioning which, it may be 
added that British Columbia Electric Railway Ordinary stock has | 
hardened to 824 ex dividend, although the price of the Preferred 
at 943 still carries its 24 per cent. for the half-year. . 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


: Stock Businesa done 
Present — À or | Dividends tor the last | Quoting | | Closing | Week ended 
Isene, | em three years. Nov. Ш. | Nov. Ія. | — Nap Ath 
1900. | 1901. | 1909. Highest Lowest 

67,100 шеп Diren Telegraph, 4Ob Dons: E ee ee ee ee ee 100 ee СЕЈ ee 99 —108 99 —108 ee 

95,000 | Amason Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos, 1 to 25,000 „ cs. 10 sis " e| 7237 8 34— ui ө oe 
119,7004 Do. do. о Бева. Mor 1 to 1,250 Red. “ee ee ec 100 oe “ee ee 70 — 80 70 — 80 "P ee 
788,840 | Anglo-American Telegraph oe weet | Stock 83 61s. 60/6 49 — 52 49 — 52 501 49 

8,105,580 Do. do, do. 6% Pre. ae АА К .. | Stock | 6 6% 6 98 — 95 92 — 94 98 
8,105,580 Ро. до. do. De erred ee ee ee oe ee Stock 58. 98. 1 е 44— 61 7 = ef oe 
44,000 Ce ee ee oe oe oe ee ee 5 Б 5 6% 4 oe 8 
18, 888, 00 Comm Cable oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee $100 8 8 8 % 145 —155 145 —155 oe ° 
9 GE do. Sterling 600 year 4 % Deb. Stock Reet. as eer 44 (x ei " — a 5 = 58 s КА 
elegraph oe ee ee ee °з ee ee ee ee cad NEG 2 
15009 По; Toler ee ee oe ee ee m ee n 43, 43, 4% 16 — ЕА 16 — 10 ео 
9 Direot panish ега ec ee ee ee ee ee eec ag— 94— ee oe 
6,000 Do. с 10 Cam. Pref. ee ee ee ee b ee ee ee 7 — 8 7 — 8 se ee 
CONG: | Direct United Stater Cable? С, о ooo onon 20 Bi% | B4% 31% 101 102 103 — 102 103 | 104 
n D e е . — жан 18 
87,800 | Direct West India Cable, able, 44% Heg. . Deb., within Nos, 1 to 1,900, Red. | 100 a A Е 99 —102 —102 E е 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, e. ss 5. 5.. o. Stock 7% | 7% | 7% 122 —127 122 —127 1232 122 
1,965,565 Do. 87 Pref, Stock . nl 10 1 » 5 86 — 89 85 — +8 a | .. 
. iM or miis ы Ima 
, on, Aus an a Te РЕЧ — — 1! за 

890,000: Do. 4% De Ь. Btock Stock ee ee ee 105 —108 105 —106 ee eo 
800,000 Eastern & Bouth African Tele. 4% Ms. Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 100 oe ees ee 99 —1C2 99 —102 . 

300,0001 | Ро, одо 49 Reg Hor Debe. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 | 95 ey * E 98 —101 %% | 99 —102 101 100 
180,927 | Globe Telegraph and МЯ "T ii ss es 10 5196 5196 T 9 84— 9 8 „= 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph „ 1595 |15% 123% 74 285 22— HA at | 225 

e , rea 0 ern Te ar Cabl A — — р 

62,5001 Halifax and Berm сере In 1 Mort. Debe. 2 within Nos. } 100 БИ zc oe 99 —102 99 —102 К T 

17,000 | Indo-European Telegra Vua ir io 95 10% | 10% 10% 86 — 39 86 — 39 ©; ‚© 
100,000} | London Platino-Brasillzn A d 6 * Debs.” eo 5,» D. 100 Vie 7 .. 98 —102 98 —102 Е 

1,988,888 | National Teicphnne, Pre Pref. 8 oe 7,9 5 | 100 5% 5% 6 100 —102 101 —103 1013 E 
1, 667 ° ee ee oo ee ee 100 ee ee 44 14 — 16 74 — 76 753 74 
U е do. 6 Bee tA PUE ee ee ee РУ ee 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 PM 

15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. nd Pref. sé ae 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 134 13 
000, . аб, 84 Deb. Stock Red. oe ee ee Stock 84 84 84 93 — 95 04 — 96 95 . 
179,313 Oriental "Telephone and Elec. Nos. 1 to 171. 504, fully paid V» oe 1 6 6 6 11— {5 14— 12 i 

50,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. . ee ee 1 eo ee oe er 77 ee 1— là ee ee 
100,000! | Pacific and European Tel., 4% Guar. Deba., 1 to 1,000 ` sa .. | 100 - T 5% 97 —100 97 —100 % T 

11,889 Reuter's e. oe eo eo ee ee oe ee ee 8 5 % 5% ee 6¢— 7i 64— Th ы т 

8,808 | Submarine Cables Trust eo ee oe 5. 5 „o | Crt Vs 25 ii. 116 —121 115 —120 Ws " 

68,000 | United River Plate Telephone sa ee 5 7 96 1 96 7 96 6 6 g'a m 

40,000 Do. do. b 96 Cum. Pref., Nos. 1 to 40,000 va b ee oe .. 4 5} 4i— 64 es ee 
179,947: Го, до. 5 пева ee ee ee oe eec Stock ee eo ee 104 —107 104 —107 ee ee 

16,000 | West African Telegraph, Shares 10 ss n 2% 65 — 6 5 — 6 A ЯР 
967,980 | Western em Telegspu, Ltd., Hoe) to 907,980 66 аа ое 10 7% | 79$ | 7% 12 — 124 112— 124 12 58 12 

76,0001 T Debs. and series, 1906 ee oe ee 100 ee ae ee 100 —108 100 — 109 @e ee 
400,000 Do do, 4 Deb. Btoc k Red. ee ee eo ee 100 ee ‘ee ео 98 —101 98 —101 . ° ee 

88,821 West India and Panama Telegraph. oe ee oe ee ee 10 196 eo ee = am YA ee eo 

84,568 Do. до, до, é 9 Cum. 18 Pret. — .. | 10 a вя В 6 — — 7 6 бр, 

4,689 Do. do. do. 6 4, Cum. 2nd Pret. ..| 10 5 e i mt 4b a N 

80,0002 Do. do, do, 6 % Debe., Nos. 1 to 1,800. ..| 100 oe T T 101 —104 101 —101 e - 

ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

90,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. oe oe eo 10 oo oe ee 44— 54 4 — 535 * ee 
800,000 Do. do. b 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red. oe ee oe Stock ae ee oe 85 — R9 8) — 89 E ee 
100,000 | British Electrio Traction vu T os és M 10 9% 9% 8% 114— 12 111— 12 ni Ме 
100,000 Do. ae $e Pret. .. «à vs 10 Vs Va - 1l — 114 11 — 113 113 11, 
600,000; Do. 5 Perpetual Debenture Stock ee ee Stock ° е oe oe 120 —123 120 —128 1224 1221 
100,000 | British Insulated and Helsby Cables eo. 0 5 6 [15% 10 , 10 9% Ө— б 6 — $ : 
100,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. oe oe oe 5 oe eo ee 54— 5 ee ee 

50,000 Do. do. 96 1st Mort. Deb. Red... . ee ee oe 100 ee oe ee 102 —106 102 —105 ee oe 

60,000 f'Browett, Lindley & Co., e *e oe oe ee oe ee @e £1 8, 'Nil ee th ы +4 se oe 

~ 50,000 |1 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. .. - ee T £1 6 6 T 1 6 to 15/6 14/6 to 15/ e» .. 
105,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 106,781 .. - T ee 2 5 N Nil i 1 
160,000 Do, do. Non-cum. 6 Pref. ee ee ee 2 6 8 96. 6 96 1j— 1 oe ee 
125, 000i Do. 8 4 Perp. eb. Stock ee ee Stock ee ee ee ' Ө? —100 97 —100 ee ee 
,0001 Do. Perp. ind Deb. Biock ee eo Stock oe eo ee 85 — 90 85 — 90 t. E ee 

86,000 | Callender’s Cable базы A вһагев is ex - ВР б 16% |90% |16% 114— 124 11 — 14 s ee 

40,000 Do. do. do. Б % Cum. Prei. 855 5 ёе е 18 53 bj— 53 ee Ps 

90,000: Го. до. до. 43 „ 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red, Stock oe oe ya 106 —110 106 —110 T. 

1,860,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock T T T "Tm .. | Btook oe 4 4 $ 98 — 96 93 — 96 
494,098 Do. do. 4% Pret. Stock. ee ee oe .. | Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 93 —102 К © 
494,998 Do. do. Def, do. oe ee ee oe ee Btock oe 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 os oe 
1,980,000 | City and South don Railway  .. vá Уз а xs ..| Stock | 1} 9 8} 51 — 53 60 — 52 vi ed 
o. ort. ; 3 о an АЕ = 
390,000 801 to 11,000 of £60 red. L p: — v. 11:90 зи i ана 5 | 

99,261 | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, “д” вһагев, 28 paid, 1 to 99,261 т % Nil “ә 0— i 0— 1d a oe 

17, (89 Do. do. „A shares, 01—017,189.. А % Nil А 1— 3 1— 2 "s T 
B44,0281 Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock Red. ee 100 oe ee ee 72 — 77 72 — 77 73 ee 
100,0001 Do. do. 5% 2nd b. Stock Prov. Certa. ‘all ра. 100 oe ео oe 16 T. al 176 — 81 oe oe 
112,100 Clectrio Construction, 1 to 112,1 oe ва x 9 6% 6% 6 96 1a 1} 1 13 EN V 
81,890 Do. do. 1 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 oe T e^ 2 “+ oe oe 8 8 z: ee 
62.600! | Ро. do. Perp. Ist Mort. Deb. Btook .. Stock ы n 97 —100 97 —100 993 | .. 
25,000 | General Eleotrio = as ), 5% Cum. Pref, ae oe T "s 10 5% 5% 5% 91— 10} 93— 103 m ac 
200.000 Do. 4 % Mort. Deb. es ee sė .. | Stock re bd vs — 96 — 99 E #6 
85,000 | Henley's (W. T. 9 "Telegraph Works, Ord. te e 3 | 5 |2% |909 20 % 14 — 15 11 15 А 
86,000 Do. do. Pref. . s шо] o 4S D .. a c= Bes 51 
48,050 Do. ort. Deb. Stock - Stock - M ee 108 —112 108 —112 2 oe 
60,000 б йы, Gutt-Percha & Telegraph Works 10 10% |10% 10 184— 194 18 — 19 1842 182 

, : verpoo. ver Railway, 0 22 ee ° о ee oe |! eec 10 S i ee ee 

10,000 Do. do. Pref, £10 paid m oe ee ГЕ 10 ee oe ee 104 — 1 101— 101 oe ee 
87,850 "Telegraph Construction and Maintenance. . 12 17% | 20% 20 % B4 — 87 84 — 37 814 T 
150,000! 4 95 Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 to: "1,500 Red, 1900 100 vs x ‚+ 101 —104 100 —103 - 8 
540,000: | Waterloo & City Railway, Ord. Stock ee ee T T eo | 100 8 96 8 96 84% 91 -- 94 91 — 94 of ee 

t Quotations on Liverpoc] Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. ‚ 4 From Manchester Share Lis». 


— — — — — —— — — 


Bank rate of disoount 4 per cent, (September 3rd. 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing Business done 
pies at NAME, or nd for the Quotations Quotations week ended 
8 Share, | 88% years, Nos. lith. Nov. 18th. | Nov. 18th, 1908. 
t 1900. 1901. 1902. Highest | Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electrio Light, Ord... ..  .. 1 si is " i— i e i . 
100,000 Do. 449% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. в 100 ee 116 —119 116 -119 oe ee 
90,000 | Brompton & Kensington El 6 Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 90,000  .. 5 6 96 8 96 8 96 10]— 10 104— 1 . zm 
0,000 Charing С Cross and Strand Electricity Supply — et) ве hag ae ox 9 — 9 9 — 8 "a 51 
я and Stran ec 5 upp ae sa së = = Д 
70,000 до. b Cum. Pref. eo b eo ee ee 54— b 5] 5; — 
40, 000 Do. do. “ City Undertaking " Cum. Pref. nae b - m ә 4— 5 4 Б А ee 
ryt *Ch 270; tri 8055 ы ав Btock Red. ee ee ee oe n 64%, 43, 4% 104 —108 104 о • ee 
е ectricity Supply, ЯЕ - ee ee ee ys ‘ 
150,000i Do. do. 96 Deb. Stoo k Red. . d .. | Stock : j Ё = 108 —111 107 —110 КЕ 2 5 
70,595 City of London Electric 1 © о. 40 0,001—110,895 С 10 0% | 5% | 5% 93 — 10} 10 — 104 108 103 
40,000 Do. 6 es 10 6% " s 18 — 14 13 — 14 134 e 
400,0001 Do. Deb Stock, г вопр. ie at 115) all paid .. s es s is si s 122 —127 122 —127 - ee 
800,000 Do. УД 2nd Deb. Stock ov. Certs., all paid . s 100 825 К s 102 —106 102 —106 2 26 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric irung, Ord. 1—40, 000.. 19 4% 4% 4% 7 al if 125 ee * 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6% к 40,001—60,000. ° 10 ee ee oe 11 1 11 . se 
400,000! Do. do. Deb. Stock ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 107 —110 107 —110 oe еге 
800 15 DS: - аа on Deb. stock oe J... we | Stock ak wan ue сга. z ae 1094 100 
| mundson's Electric Corporation, ares Бат dare МИ 5 et — 6 z .. 
80,000 Do. dc. : Cum . Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 6 — 6 6 5, 6 oe 
131000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge El dat Mort, 5 8 1 & | 10°% | 10°% 110 — 11g ‘NO f E 
, 8 n an nig Өө see ee 5 БЫ 
90,000 iis do. do. 4 96 Debenture Btock .. | Stock 5% © с 101 —104 101 —104 M 95 
110,000 London Eleotrio Supply Corporation, Limited, Ord. s ve 8 © is - 11— 51 i1— d ee oe 
49,840 Do. do. 6 96 Pref, 5 ee ee oe 5 = 5 4— 5 b Ll 
250,000! Do. do. do. 4 96 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red Stock m ea € 98 —101 98 —101 1 995 
100,000 Metropolitan Eleotris Supply, : e 100,000 .. vs 10. 6 64% 14% 17 — 18 17 — 18 17 17k 
71,106 Do. 8 % Cum. Pref. 1—71,106, £8 paid 5 `+ А 3 ià— 48 43— 4i de 4 
$20,0001 Do. 47 Ist Mort. Deb. Stock ae ae - Kn ia 858 110 —114 110 —114 гд $$ 
$50,0001 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red .. .. | Stock 828 zs sis 96 — 99 96 — 99 ee ee 
10,862 | Notting Hill Көсө Lightin „„ ar ар 7% | 6 6 124— 1 124— 184 `. - 
40,000 St. James’ and Fall Mall Electric Light, Ord. 6 T ax $e b 144% | 144 14$ 144— 1 14 — 15 144 143 
90,000 Do. do. do. 7 9% Pref. 90,081 to 40,080 5 m và - 8 — 9 8.- 9 — l.l 
150,000 Do. do. do. 84% Deb. Stock Red  .. 100 Vs "^ ex 97 —100 97 —100 100 994 
12,000 | Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, Ота... РЕ as se ss b ds sė 24% 8 — 3 5 — 8} T .. 
50,000 Do. do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock ee ee Stock ee . е — = 85 — 90 ee ee 
66,000 South London psp Supply, Ord. ee ee ee ee ee 5 ee ee 14% — 4 4 ee s; 
80,C00 Urban Electric Supply, ee oe oe oe oe 5 ee ee 46— 54 44— bà e 
80,000 5% Cum. Pref, ..  .. e 6 ш 5 s 41— 5 4(— БА б diu 
110,000 Westminster кесше ‘Supply, Охе, e “е Wes es vs 8 104% 104% 12 % 12 — 18 12 — 18 124 12' 
28.141 5 %, Cum. Prein. 5 6 — 6 6 — 6$ xy e ci. RR 
м е to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, November 18th. 
à € sates Week's 
CHEMICALS. &o. 1 METALS, &o. (continued). Pen ^ "| hares tee. 
a Acid, Hydrochloric T .. рег cwt. 5/- g Copper Sheet ae ee ,. per ton #71 £2 Пес. 
а „ Nitric.. a's m .. per сиф, 22/- g 26 Rod.. .. per ton £71 | £2 dec. 
" . Oe. PE ге S. per owt, 82/- E » (Ele ctrolytic ) Bars .. per ton £65 £2 dec 
a „ Bulphurio .. ec .. per cwt. 5/6 e 10 " Sheets .. per ton £75 | £2 di 
a Ammoniac, Sal - S. per cwt. 42/- е $^ 18 Rod per ton | £67 £2 de с. 
a Ammonia, Muriate (c rystal) .. per ton £33 10 e » » H.C. Wire per lb. Bd. Id. dec. 
a * єй .. per ton £30 f Ebonite Rod а = per lb, 3/3 | T 
a Bleaching powder T ve „ рег ton £4 10 f 1 Sheet Y „ der Ib. 8/- 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. рег ton £15 n German Silver W ire * . per lb. 1/6 
a Borax. А $5 .. per ton £18 h Gutta-percha fine * .. per lb. 87 “+ 
a Be nzole (90 % ) <A A .. per gal. 71 ге | h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb, 3/10 to 3/11 dec, 
a s (50/90 95) .. >a .. per gal. 5/6 - | | i Iron, Charcoal Sheets . per ton £18 | 
a Copper Bulphate 4 * .. per ton £20 A 4 ,, Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 42/10 | 
a Lead, Nitrate m .. per ton £24 - i ,,  Forgings,according to size per ton From £11 | 
a „ White Sugar T .. рег ton £81 „ Scrap, he ауу .. рег ton 47/6 to 50/- | .. 
г Ру Peroxide * фә .. per ton £27 10 x B. ws Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. perton £9 15 ео 
a Methylated Spirit .. or .. per gal. 2/6 | Y s ( £11 76] 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% a 160°C). per gal. 5/6 | - | g Lead, English Ingot we per ton ito 411 10; | „ы 
а Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. 8d. - | g * Sheet (a .. per ton £13 
a e Caustic (75/8096). . .. рег ton £24 30 m Manganin Wire No. 28 .. .. per lb. 8/- 
a x Bisulphate Ф .. per ton £35 * g Mercury .. per bot. £8 76 
a Shellac Te .. per cwt., 298/- * d Mica (in original case 8) 8 small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 
a Bulphate of Magnesia .. .. рег ton &4 10 P4 "Medea E » me dium per lb, 2/6 to 8/9 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 10 58 d 2 large. per Ib, 4/- to 7/9 
a - Recovered $a .. рег ton £5 10 Ms pP hosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/- to 1/24 
a + Lump T .. рег ton &5 * р є rolled bars & rods рег lb, 1/- to 1/8 
a Soda, Caustic (white 70 © .. рег ton £10 15 is p й » MED A abes per Ib. From 1/1 
a , Crystals а .. рег ton #8 * o Platinum А . рег oz. £4 
a „ Bichromate, casks. . .. per lb. 24d. we p Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb. 9d. to 11d. 
| i Steel, Magnet, всс'ӣ ' todesc 'p'r n per ton £68 
METALS, &c. | б 7 Y. inbars .. e £15 to £40 
а | ( £120 to 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. рег ton £130 Py g Tin, Block .. "a 2. s+ рег ton | £121 | LU- 105, 
b 1 Wire, in ton lots .. per ton 4168 aX „ * ‘i .. per lb. 1/6 
b Shee t, in ton lots .. per ton £166 s n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. .. per lb. 1/7 
p Bab bitt’ в metal ingots . per ton £4! $ to £130 а р White Anti-frict tio n Metals— 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 19") basis per lb. d. id. dec. uw hite Ant“ brand .. per ton £42 to £62 
e „ Tube (brazed) * .. per lb. sid. td. dec. j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, onsp ‘Is per lb, 8d. 
€ „ » sn АГАН: .. per lb. 726 id. dei j * 6 lea. Flax .. per lb. Баа. 
8 1 Wire, basis.. „о „ рег lb. 7d. zd. dec. j 5 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian .. per lb. 4 ad, 
с Copper Tubes (brazed) . (e peri. 92d. Ld. dec. j ЛЕ 10 Ibs. Russian, single .. per lb. 41d. 
с » (solid | drawn) .. per lb. 94d, id. di j „ 180 Ibs. Jute rove per ton £11 
g Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £71 £2 dei k Zinc, Sh’t (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton £23 15 
Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; e Thos. Belton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons,; є Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.: g James & Shi KEDER are; k Edward lill & Co.; í 1 & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; n P. Ormiston & Sons; Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd, 
‘ELECTRIC ‘TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY | TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 
Week | Reoeipte for Miles | Week ror for Miles 
2* 4 £* * | | £ £* | £ £* | Ы 
Aberdeen .. và .. | Nov. 14 | 1070 +289 90,633 + 5,029 10 — g (South Staffordshire ..' Nov. & i: 1,0035 | +303 | 40,557 | + 6,568 -1 
Birmingham ee ee »9 14 5,221 T 119 234,357 T 9,238 REX T oe : Swansea зе es ee 97 491 4 53 23,71 4 + 1,833 rers 
Bournemouth... М » 4 894 — — = 10} | — 2 & Taunton 2 25 са "ug н 566 | + 2 2.747 — 190 +14 
Blackburn е ee ee — MT — — Р 1 +13 9 uT emouth ee . | [1 6 | 233 — 8 14,241 + 1965 | — 
Blackpool . „ 12 807 | 2 | 85,94 — 209 21 eden -super-Mare..| „ 4: 8н — 7 6,541 — 505 PE. 
Blackpool and Fleetwood » 14 222 | + 14 19,687 — 111 72 — | I Wolverhampton Dist. » 6 857 | + 17 | 17,451 | + 7,514 1 1+8 
Black pool and Lytham .. „ 12 161 | + 77 292 4122] —|— | & | Wrexbam „ 6 118 — 4,463 = v bcr 
Bolton ee s é. » 10 | 1,606 | + 67 61,657 + 7,525 25 | — эр l Yorks. Woollen Dist. ..! „ 8 | Ё61 — 14,328 = 6 | = 
Bradford ala — — — — |4 |+4 | Cardiff „ M' 1865 | +832 | 65,406 +18,480 14 — 
Brighton We. e 891 | + 63 45,236 — 63 — 88 | Chatham & Distriot Co. eae 7 545 | +159 | 21,013 | +18,172 , 8°53 | ~ 
Bristol ec ә oe » 13| 4,720 | 4419 — — 28 | — 8 Dover s us T » H 16) |— 7 10,236 - + 51; 8 | — 
Burnley e| 14] 791 | +103, — — | Hl | [Dublin .. .. „ 1B) 4,502 | +200 101553; + 7.793, 464 j+ 3 
[ Barnsley District aa » 6 178 — 8,048 — 44 — E East Ham .. T sep 6g. 14 | 612 | +160 | 72,685 | | + 70H, b i+ i 
Devonport ; „ 6 540 | +113 2,482 + 1,100 5 — 8 Glasgow e. „„ 14 13.74 [41051 | 829,766 | + 35,00 3, 66 |+ 
. Dudley—Stourbridge..| „ 6| 169 | — 6 37.390 + 6,595 18 | — | 9 HI. „ 14 LS | +183] 62, 007 | + 3. 363 114 415 
C Gateshead „ 6| 99 | + 94 99.002 + 5 10 10} + 2 3 Ilkeston n „11 106 — i 
- Gravesend — Northfleet и 6 285 | + 44 | 10,842 | + 1,0-8 — Isle of Thanet... „ 11 %3 | — 47 81,576 | — 1.648 100 — 
Greenock— Pt. Glasgow „ 6 £6 7 11 24,188 + 1,970 — 13 Leeds эте .. „ 14 5,105 | +250 | 185,198 +11, omy, 4l — 
Kidderminster .. 88 » 6 104 — 8 7 + 172 — | 3 | Manchester “a .. „„ 14 11,815 |+ 6165 989, 622 2235 29 72 — 
Merthyr... .. «| „ 6 $01 | 4 28 | — 117 — JNeneastle. n 14 8.570 +488 — — 17 — 
gj Mi adleton e e| „ 81 209 | + 28. + 1,767 | — | $ Portsmouth „о 5. „ 7 1,5317249 — — | 144 | — 
д Oldham—Ashton ee oe 6 587 — 7 | + 1,564 | — ji | Salford oe ee ee | — = = =, Im И 30 тт 
E Peterborough .. s 5» 6 119 =| — — | Southampton a б s 12 906 | — 22 d — 9 — 
5 Poole T 8 8 „ 6 262 | + 16 + — |. | Sunderland „ 15 1,035 | — 27 | 41,726 + 2.007 30 +8 
Potteries ee s a 6| 1,692 | + 40 + — Oentra! London Railway „ 14 | 6,996 | —862 | 124,021 | — 6,624 | 6 | — 
Rothesay.. „| w б 8 |+ 5 + — Oity and 8. London Ry.“ „ 15 2.84 | 535 61,661 — 8.197 d — 
| Sheerness 4 — == Dublin and Lucan Rlwy.| ,, 15 101 +10] 2679) + 165 — 
Southport 6 + 8 + = Liverpool] Overhead Ry. 15 | 1,688 4 84 88.594 ＋ 2,200), 6 — 
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PRACTICAL EXAMPLES 
WITH THE CALCULATOR BOARD. 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


SERIES I.—Notes for Submarine Cable Staffs. 
(Concluded from page 761.) _ 


To take in detail that for November 14th (fig. 27) let 
omnibus scale g, be abscissa. 
Let 0 (z-ro) ba taken as any convenient value not higher 


than the likely resistance to break already suggested by. 
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Fia. 27. 


preliminary bridge tests— say, in the present instance, 2, 000 
ohms. Thus the inferred zero of the horizontal line of resist- 
ance is 2,000 ohms distant to the- left of the actual scale 
zero on tbe curve sheet, which we can therefore mark in 
pencil on the overlying celluloid working surface: 2,000 
ohms, Then— 


100 on abscissa scale 7, — 2,100 
200 i is = 2,200 
300 M 2: = 2,300 
400 * ч = 2,400 


and во оп, millimetres, for the nonce, representing ohms. 
So much for the abscisg:i, Now for the ordinates. 


Scale c, is graduated in terms of. y m. from 0:02 up to 
ша. 


0°92. 

To proceed with plotting, from above data, a Jona locali- 
sation curve, on the celluloid overlying the curve sheet, 
taking the test for November 14th as an example :—Scale 
zero (S E.). 

Firstly :-—Bring H. C. to 0:240 on scale c, (ordinate). 

Secondly :—Bring v.c. to 2,064°5° on omnibus scale g, 
(abscissa). 

0 (zero) of this scale having been taken as 2, 000%, v.c. is 
brought, in point of fact, to 64°5, which thus becomes the 
extremity of the resistance horizontal of 2,064:5*» ohms. 

Care must be taken that н.с. and v.c. have truly rec- 
tangular intersection; in other words, that н.с. and v.c. 
are truly parallel respectively to ordinate and abscissa scales. 

This rectangular intersection is easily and quickly verified 
by means of cross-lines on the curve sheet, and by corre- 
spondence of millimetre readings at extremities of н.с. and 
ve. 

H.C. having been brought to 0:240 on G v.c. having been 
brought to 64:5 ( = 2,0645) on g, a tiny pencil cross ог 
other mark is made on the cellaloid workiug sheet at the 
point where H.c. and v.c. intersect each other. It is, of 
course, optional which edge of each cursor strip is used for 
scale readings, as long as the two edges used truly intersect 
at right angles. | 


A similar operation is effected for 0 315 on G,, and 95:5 
(= 2,095:5) on 9, H.C. being brought to the former and 
v.C. to the latter. A second cross (x) is then plotted at 
point of intersection, Н.С. with v c. | 

H.C. is then moved up to 0:494 on d, and v.c. along to 
148 (= 2,148) on 9 a third cross being made at point of 
intersection. 

Lastly, н.с. is moved to 0:703 on c, and v.c. to 282 
(= 2,232), and a fourth cross is plotted at point of inter- 
section, H.C. with v.c. 

The four plottings thus made may now be inter-connected 
by straight lines, the entire line so conatituted forming one 
curve, the lower extremity of which is directed, comet-wise, 
towards that point on the graduated horizontal resistance 
line which gives the true ohmic resistance extending between 
testing station and broken end. 

In the present instance the curve for November 14th, 
the plotting of which has just been effected, as shown in 
detail in fig. 26, is clearly directed towards—or very close 
to—0 (zero) on the scale to the left of which, as has been 
shown, extends an imaginary or inferred scale of 2,000 
ohms. | 

Once the curve in question has been drawn on the celluloid 
working surface, a tracing may be made of it from the 
celluloid ou tracing paper, in which case only that portion 
of the horizontal scale of resistance need be drawn which is 
in immediate proximity to (0 =) 2,000 ohms which, in this 
case, is the resistance up to the broken cablé end. 

Or the remainder of the horizontal scale representing 
resistance may be utilised for the accommodation of further 
curves, the same system of inferred scale zero being followed 
as in the first instance. 

For example, if it be found convenient to retain the 
November 14th localisation curve on the celluloid working 
surface, for the plotting of the curve for November 19th, 
100 on scale g, may be taken as 2,000, in which case— 

200 on scale gs becomes 2,100 

300 i, 10 » 2.200 

400 „ „ „ 2,300 
and 80 on, the necessary temporary alterations of the scale 
numeration, in the various cases, being easily made, in pencil, 
for the purposes of the required curves. 

This is one inestimable convenience of the matt surface 
celluloid, namely, that it permits of pencil work, and marks, 
and notes of all kinds being made against any of the 
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Fra. 28. 


scales. Or a totally new scale may be graduated to serve 
any purpose not tuken into account in the design of the 
present curve sheet. 

Fig. 28 shows curves for bridge teste to scale zero, given 
in the table already referred to. These curves were after- 
wards transferred to tracing paper to be added to other 
permanent records, 

..Fig. 29 shows corresponding tests to false zero or cablc 


ne —— ä — — 
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EE 


zero (C.z.) for the same dates as those already mentioned. 
These tests to false or cable zero have been plotted out in a 
manner exactly similar to that already described in the case 
of the scale zero tests. 

There is no need to give the figures, which were obtained 
in a similar manner to those given in the foregoing tables, 
except that all bridge readings were to false, or cable zero. 

Another great use of the calculator-board, as one of the 
appurtenances of a submarine telegraph station, now 


Fra. 29. | 


becomes clearly apparent, seeing the remarkable mauner in 
which the board lends itself to the rapid compilation of 
localisation records —records so graphic tk the eye 
seiz2s instantly upon any change in the cuaracteristics 
noticeable in the curves recorded—if necessary—from day to 
day. Tracings, or blue prints of the said curves may be 
enclosed with reports to headquarters, whilst other copies 
might be communicated to the cable ship. 

Obviously the usual calculationg, by any of the various 
methods, may be made on the basis of the same data 
employed for the obtaining of the curves. 


(Conclusion of Series I.) 


ELECTRONS AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ELECTRICITY. 


Охе result of the developmentof the new theory of electrons 
is likely to be a great addition to our knosledge of the 
causes and phenomena of atmospheric electricity. 

Elster and Geitel have made numerous experiments to 
ascertain the rate at which an electroscope loses its charge in 
different localities and in different states of the weather. 
They found that the rate of leak was greater at high altitudes 
than at low ones, and that on the tops of mountaizs nega- 
tive electricity escaped faster than positive. The latter phe- 
nomenon is evidently due to the fact that the negative 
charge of the earth accumulates at the mountain peaks and 
repels with greater intensity the negative charge of the 
electroscope. The experiments made in different states of 
the weather showed that the rate of leak was much smaller 
A mist and fog than when the weather was bright and 
clear. 

Investigations into the nature of electric conductivity in 
gases, have shown that electricity can only pass through a 
gas when it is carried by means of free positive or negative 
ions or carriers. The positive ions are usually uncombined 
atoms or positive electrons, and the negative ions are the so- 
called negative electrons, or corpuscles, whose mass is only 
about one-thousandth part of the mass of an atom of 
hydrogen, though their negative charge is equal in quantity 


to the positive charge of the positive electron. One couse- 
quence of this is that under the influence of an equal electric 
force the negative electron moves much faster than the 
positive electron. 

The rate at which a charged electroscope loses its charge, 
is thus a measure of the percentage of free electrons in the 
atmosphere. Another method of measuring the percentage 
of free electrons in the atmosphere has been devised by Prof. 
Ebert, of Munich. In bis apparatus an aspirator driven by 
clockwork draws 8 definite quantity of air through the 
annular space between two coaxial cylinders; the inner 
cylinder resting directly on an electroscope, while the outer 


i8 connected to earth. If the capacity of the system, and 


the quantity of air drawn through it in a given time is 
known, tben one can (from the number of volts indicating 
the loss of potential during the time) calculate in absolute 
measure the quantity of electricity contained in a cubic 
metre of air, and from that deduce its charge of free 
electrons. | 

Determinations made with this apparatus in Switzerland 

showed that the charges of electrons found at the surface of 
the earth depended on changes going on in the higher strata 
of the atmosphere. Thus, during the Fóhn (a violent south 
wind), the charge of electrons was not only absolutely very 
high, but the normal preponderance of negative electrons 
was changed to a decided preponderance of positive elec- 
trons. Experiments in balloons have shown that the charge 
of electrons in the atmosphere increases rapidly with the 
altitude. There is consequently a higher degree of con- 
ductivity of the air about mountain peaks, and as the 
negative charge of the earth accumulates at these peaks, both 
the mobility of the negative electrons and the force acting 
upon them are great. The negative electrons are consequently 
driven away, and a great excess of positive electrons is left 
in the air surrounding mountain peaks. When the south 
wind blows over the mountain creats, the air, charged with 
positive electrons, is driven down into the valleys. 
This changing of the electronic content of the atmosphere 
appears to have a specific effect on the human organism. 
Czermak, who has studied this phenomenon in the Föhn 
region at Innsbruck, is disposed to connect the increase in 
the density of positive electrons with the so-called Fóhn 
Sickness which attacks sensitive persons, and for whicb, up 
to this time, no satisfactory explanation has been found. In 
this connection, the results of the Monte Ross expedition, 
for the investigation of mountain sickness, recently reported 
on by Caspari, are very interesting. It was found that the 
electronic content attained a very high figure in hollows, 
caves, and chasms which communicate with the open air, but 
at the same time retain a considerable quantity of quiet, 
stagnant air. Now, according to the experience of mountain 
gaides, it is in such partially enclosed spaces that the complex 
phenomena of mountain sickness are most apt to occur, even 
where altitude offers no predisposing cause for this effect. 
In а passage on Monte Rosa, notorious for its mountain 
sickness, Caspari found with the Elster-Geitel apparatus an 
enormously large charge of electrons. 

The normal distribution of positive and negative electrons 
at different altitudes may be greatly disturbed by vertical 
air currents, such as are produced when the surface of the 
earth is greatly heated by the sun in the summer time. "The 


. ultra-violet element in sunlight causes the earth to freely dis- 


charge negative electrons into the stratum of air in contact 
with the earth's surface, and this when heated carries ita 
charge of electrons to considerable heights. Recently it has 
been discovered that a peculiar stratification exists in the 
air which go sub-divides the whole column of air above us 
that the temperature and amount of aqueous vapour suddenly 
change their value in passing from one stratum to another, 
These stratifications are of the greatest importance for the 
formation of clouds. Now it is noteworthy that with each 
entrance into a new stratum there has been observed a sudden 
change in the electronic charge, and also in the proportion 
in which the positive and negative charges are mixed in these 
strata. Therefore, just as each stratum is characterised 
by a certain temperature and moisture, во it is also charac- 
terised by certain electrical properties which seem to be con- 
ditioned chiefly by its origin. 

In the stratum of cumulus clouds about 2,000 metres 
above sea level, Ebert repeatedly found charges of electrons 
more than four times as great as those ou the earth’s anrface, 
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At the earth’s surface, under normal conditions, there is a 
charge of one to three electrostatic unite per cubic metre of 
free electronic electricity, there being a slight excess of the 
positive charge over the negative. With increasing altitude 
the positive and negative electronic charges become more nearly 
equal, but the total number of. free electrons increases. At 
an altitude of 3 kilometres there is a total charge of more 
than four electrostatic units per cubic metre. Conrad 
(Wien. Ber. III. Ab. II. a p. 342, 1900) has estimated 
from Elster and Geitel’s determinations that the amount of 
electricity in 1 gram of the water of & cümulus cloud 
amounts to 3% of 10 * of a coulomb. Within a dense cloud 
there was, acoording to Conrad's measurements, 5 grams of 
water per cabic metre. There was consequently an electric 
charge per cubic metre of the cloud of about J of 10 of a 
coulomb, This approximates very closely to the charge of 
four electrostatic units, i. e., 3% of 10° coulomb found by Ebert 
to be the free electronic charge in the air at a height of 
8 kilometres, and the electronic charge appears to have been 
entirely absorbed by the moisture of the cloud. 

The explanation of this phenomenon is to be found 
in the experiments of C. T. R. Wilson, who found 
that in slightly supersaturated air free from dust, 
electrons acted as nuclei for the condensation of 
. moisture. When the supersaturation reaches a certain limit, 
the particles of moisture form first round the negative 
electrons. If the supersaturation is still further increased, 
the particles of moisture are formed round the positive 
electrons. If the air is not free from dust, the particles of 
dust act as nuclei for particles of moisture before the negative 
electrons. Thus, if a stratum of air contains dust particles 
and both positive and negative electrons, the firat result of 
а gradually-increasing supersaturation is a condensation of 
moisture about the particles of dust. If this moisture falls 
as rain, the rain will be electrically neutral. The second 
condensation takes place round the negative electrons, and 
this may resalt in a shower of rain with a negative electric 
charge. The third condensation, if the supersaturation goes 
far enough, will be about the positive electrons, and the 
shower of rain which may result will be positively 
electrified. The neutral, negative, and positive showers of 
rain following each other in succession have been observed 
by Elster and Geitel. The particles of moisture forn.ed may 
not be large enough to fall as rain, and the process described 
above may only lead to the formation of positively and 
negatively charged clouds separated from each other by 
a greater or less distance. This condition is evidently 
favourable to a discharge of lightning between the two 
clouds. If a negatively charged cloud approaches suffi- 
ciently near to the earth’s surface, a discharge of lightning 
takes place between the cloud and the earth. This dis- 
charged cloud being now at the earth’s potential will dis- 
charge clouds behind, and the thunderstorm may in this way 
gradually spread over an extensive region. Conrad has 
shown that the potential difference created by a charged 
cloud is quite sufficient to cause lightning discharges over 
great distances. If, for instance, we suppose a cumulus 
cloud of spherical form of only 1 km. radius to rest with 
its centre 3 km. from the earth’s surface, then it will by 
its own internal charge cause a decrease of potential at the 
earth’s surface of 11,000 volts per metre of vertical distance. 
Such values have actually been observed in thunderstorms 
at the earth's surface. For such a gradient a point in the 
air 500 metres above the earth would show a difference of 
potential of 54 million volts with respect to the earth's sur- 
face, and such pressures are quite adequate to bring about a 
discharge of lightning. 

Thus the theory of electrons appears to give a more satis- 
factory explanation of the origin of atmosphericelectricity than 
any of the numerous hypotheses that have already been pro- 
posed. "There may be more than onecause at work bringing 
about the dissociation of the neutral molecule into its posi- 
tive and negative elements. The ultra-violet constituent 
of sunlight is known to be an effective cause. Another 
cause has been suggested by Schuster, namely, the presence of 
radio-active substances in the earth. The particles projected 
from radio-active substances are known to be powerful 
ionisers of air. There has been a growing tendency of late 
to believe that the sun emits cathode rays or negative elec- 
trons, which penetrate the upper strata of our atmosphere, 
It has also been suggested that the heat of the sun is due to 


fitted for subsequent trials. 


the presence in ita mass of radium in high percentage. Both 
cathode rays and the emissions from radium ate powerful 
ionisers, and they may, therefore, contribute largely to the 
prodaction of free electrons in our atmosphere. 

The free negative electrons, as bas been stated above, are 
more mobile, on account of their smaller mass, than positive 
electrons. A consequence of this is that, when near a con- 
ductor like the earth, they are attracted by induction and 
absorbed in greater quantity than the positive electrons, Bat 
this attraction of the negative electrons will only take place 
to any extent in hollow parts of the earth’s surface, such as 
chasms and caves, because in these the repulsive force of the 
negative charge of the earth is neutralised. On mountain 
peaks, on the contrary, the repulsive force of the earth’s 
negative charge is exaggerated and free negative electrons are 
driven off into the upper air. 

The result of these opposite actions on the negative 
electrons is to leave an excess of positive electrons in the 
atmosphere near the earth’s surface, both in deep valleys and 
on mountain There is no doubt ап intermediate 
curvature of the ground where the percentage of the two 
kinds of electrons in the air remains practically equal. 

The theory of electrons has placed a new instrument in 
the hands of the meteorologist to unlock the mysteries of the 
weather, and no observatory in future will be complete with- 
out its electronometer. 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


THE RESISTANCE OF ROAD VEHICLES TO TRACTION. 


Report of the Committee consisting of Sir J. I. Тновхусворт (Chatr- 
man), Prof. Н. 8. HrLE-SHAW (Secretary), Mr. T. AITKEN, Mr. 
T. C. AVELING (Treasurer), Prof. T. Hupson Beary, Mr. W. 
WorsBy BmauxoNT, Mr. J. Brown, Col. R. E. B. Crompton, 
Mr. B. J. Dierock, Mr. A. MALLock, Prof. J. Parry, Sir D. 
BALOMONS, Mr. А. R. Sennett, and Mr. E. BSuBAPNELL 
SMITH. (Drawn up, at the request of the Committee, by the 
Secretary, assisted by Mr. J. F. Gill, B. Sc) 


I. Results of Trials made with Commiltee's Dynamometer. 


Ix the last report the new dynamometer made for the Committee 
was described and illustrated, together with an account of the cal. - 
bration of the apparatus. | 

It will have been noticed in the drawing of the instrument that a 
small screw-down valve was fixed in the circuit of the tube which 
transmits the pressure from the planger to the recording gauge, this 
valve being for the purpose of throttling the flow of water, and thus 
damping the oscillations of the pencil. The principal dimensions of 
the valve are as follows :— 


Width of seat oT * "008 in. 
Bmallest diameter of seat 1595 „ 
Largest ii í - 1693 „ 
Pitch of screw ... ; x3 e. 046 „ 


It was found that to produce sufficient damping action it was 
necessary to have this valve off its seat by an amount of not more 
than 0153 in. i 

It was pointed out by Mr. A. Mallock, F. R. S., of London (a member 
of this Committee), that tbe flow under a constant pressure of a fluid 
through a thin film-like orifice such as this, might be different in one 
direction to what it would be when flowing in the reverse direction, 
owing to the stream-line formation not being symmetrical about tLe 
constriction. | 

If such were the case, the true mean pressure would not be 
recorded, but some pressure, either greater or less than the true 
mean, according to which side of the valve was next to the 
plunger. 

Experiments were made to determine the minimum orifice that 
might be used, and it was found that equal flow from either side did 
not occur until the valve was opened by at least half а turn, this 
corresponding to the valve being raised from its seat a distance of 
023 in. Во that there should be no doubt about the orifice being too 
small, the experiments were conducted with the valve open by a con- 
siderable amount, the damping action being obtained by squeesing 
the rubber tube which connected the gauge to the dynamometer by 
suitable clips placed on the tube some distance from any change in 
cross-section. By tbis means the stream-line flow was kept perfectly 
symmetrical about the constriction, and hence the true mean pressure 
was recorded. 

Mr. Mallock has suggested the adoption of a length of resistance 
tubing (say „\,-їп. bore) to attain the same end, ani this will be 


The first experimente conducted with this dynamometer were 
mentioned in the last report, and the results were indicated by 
means of wall The results then obtained have been 
sited gone into, and from them the following curves have been 
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Experiments with Iron Tires. 


These experiments were conducted on a portion of Regent Road: 
Bootle, which is paved with setts 6 in. x 3 in., having a regular, but 
fairly rough surface, with a 1-in. gap between the joints. Regent 
Road runs along the line of docks, and is, in consequence, free from 


Tractive effort. 


Velocity—Miles per hour. 


Fic. 1.—TRaCTrivE-EFFORT VELOCITY CuRVES FOR 40 IN. IRON 
: TIRE on BETTS. 


gradients; it is, however, so crowded with vehicles during the day- 
time that it was found necessary to conduct this series of experiments 
during the night. 

The wheel ased is a light lurry wheel, 40 in. diameter, having a 
3-ip. iron tire slightly rounded in section. 


The axle was tilted up out of the horizontal at one end, so tbat the 


wheel, which was slight!y coned, could take up a position exactly 
similar to the lurry wheels in general use; it was mounted on a pair 
of springs 3 ft. 2 in. between the centres of attachment, each spring 
comprising six plates 24 in. x N in. 

Three runs were made over tbis particular route with loads of 
392, 672 and 952 lbs. respectively, at speeds of from 5 to 14 miles 
per hour. 

The resulte of these trials are plotted in fig. 1, with total tractive 
effort (inclusive of axle friction, &с, as ordinates, тапа velocity as 
abscises. 

It will be noticed that for each curve the tractive effort increases 
with the velocity, but these curves and all subsequently obtained are 


aes 
| NM 
| x 


Tractive effort. 
м 
aA 


11 
— 
NM M b A 
ST 
10 PT LE tt LLLI: 


V ctocity— Miles per hour. 


20 


Fic. 2.— TRACTIvE-EFFORT VELOCITY CURVES FOR 24 IN. X 22 IN. 
PNEUMATIC TIRE ON МАСА”РАМ. 


concave downwards, showing that the rate of increase of tractive effort 
diminishes with the velocity. This may be due to the fact that as 
the wheel travels faster 16 has less time to fall into the little 
hollows in the roadways, merely skimming along the tops of the 
ridges. 

Well-laid sette under these circumstances, even with wide deep 
gaps, form a perfectly smooth track at high speeds. This is well 
brought out in fig. 4, which shows a smaller tractive effort for sette 
than for macadam. 

On looking into the matter, this is as it should be Consider two 
perfectly level roads, one made with setts and tbe other with 
macadam: the setts present a surface which is extremely hard, 
although irregular, but this irregularity with well-laid setts is more 
apparent than real, as the tops of the setts themselves are smooth 
and level and all in the same plane. 


The jmacadam, on the other hand, although quite level, is not 
nearly so hard as the stone surface, and is, moreover, covered 
with a thin layer of dust or fine gravel, which, as is well known, 
retards the progress of a vehicle. ў 


Experiments with Pneumatic Tires. 


A series of experiments were made with a pneumatic-tired whee 
24 in. diameter, 27-in. tire. This was a wire-spoked wheel of the 


Tractive effort —lb. per ton. 


Velocity—Miles per hour. 
Fic. 8 —Совув SHowine Твлстіув Errort PER Ton FOR 
PNEUMATIO TIBE 24 IN. X 2j IN. ом MacaDaM. 


type used on light voiturettes ; 16 was mounted on the same spriogs 
as the larry-wheel mentioned previously, but they were reduced in 
strength by the removal of four plates, so that each epring consisted 
of two plates 3 ft. 2 in. long, 22 in. wide, and 4; in. thick. 

This series of experiments was conducted on a level stretch of 
macadam road, the surface of which was in fairly good condition, 
slightly wet in places; runs were made with loads of 315, 427, 539, 
and 651 lbs. respectively. | 
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Tractive effort. 


Velocity— Miles per bour. 
Fia. 4.—TRacTIvE-EFFORT CURVES FOR 34-IN. PNEOMATIC 
Tings ON New MacapaMm. 


Fig. 2 shows tractive effort and velocity plotted for each of these 
loads. It will be noticed that the ratio of tractive effort to load for 
these curves is very nearly constant, and that the tractive effort 
increases slightly with the velocity. Sufficient results have not yet 


Tractive effort Ib. per ton. 


iw 12 14 16 18 5 


Vent. der have, 


(Jork. -The macadam on which the 24 in. wheel was run was older than 
that on which the 64. in. wheels were tried.) 


Fie. 5.—Curves SHowina TracTivE EFFORTS PER TCN FOR 
| PNEUMATIO TIRES. 


been obtained to enable this committee to state definitely the law 
relating to tractive effort and load, but the results of the experi- 
ments tbat have been made agree with those obtaired by such 
pioneers in this research as General Morin, M..Dapuit, M. Michelin, 
апа others. Aesuming for the time that the tractive effort is 
directly proportional to the load, 4 curve has been plotted between 
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tractive effort per ton and velocity (fig. 3) which is useful for com- 
parison witb similar curves for wheels of different diameters. 

Additional experiments were mads on pneumatic tires under the 
auspices of the Automobile Club of Great Britain and Ireland. For 
these trials it was found that ths car used by the Committee was not 
of sufficient power; a 24-н P. Panhard & Levassor car was there- 

fore temporarily used. | 

It will be noticed in the photograph of this later car (fig. 6, 
Plate I) that the springs supporting the experimental wheel bave 
been placed above the frame, thus enabling the centre of gravity of 
the trailer to bs brought very near to the ground. This alteration 
was found necessary owing to a sidelong oscillation taking place at 
high velocities when the frame was in the position as first arranged. 
The altered position proved quite successful, not the slightest 
oscillation of the trailer being noticed even when heavily loaded 
and travelling at 35 miles per hour, which, it must be admitted, is a 
fairly high speed at which to tow a wheel loaded with a weight of 
900 lbs. 

Some difficulty was at first experienced in getting this car to pull 
steadily at lower speeds, as the governor was constantly coming 
iato action owing to the full power not being required. This was 
finally overcome by completely cutting out two of the cylinders, and 
thus reducing the power of the car by half. | 

These experiments were made with two sizes of tires, опе 34 in. 
diameter x 3% ia, and the other 34 in. diameter with a mean 
diameter of cross-section of 43 in. 

Runs were made at speede of from 12 miles to 35 miles per hour, 
over both good macadam, frozen hard, and good dry setts. The 
springs supporting the trailer were 3 ft. 2 in. long, each having four 
plates 23 in. x , in, and the tires were in all cases pumped to a 
pressure of 60 Ins per sq. in., the total load on the wheel being 
896 lbs, The results obtained and plotted in fig. 4 show that the 


resigned the Presidentship two months before his term was com- 
pleted. This he did in order to permit a telegraph man to beat the 
head of the Institution during the recent International Conference in 
London, to which telegraph delegates from foreiga Governments 
were invited, 

For obvious reasons, I cannot criticise Mr. Swinburne's action 
in this matter, but I feel at full liberty to say that the manner 
in which he carried out whet he thought to be the best interests 
of the Institution was accomplished with great consideration, and 
for this, so far as it affected me personally, I tender him my sincerest 
thanks, 

You, gentlemen, have placed me in the honourable position which 
I now fill, but the honour which you have conferred is one that carries 
with it & responsibility which might better have been confided to 
other hands. . 

The Institution is ever growing, aud shows the life that dwells in 
every healthy, hardy plant which from a seedling hecomes a well- 
grown tree. Not one of the founders of the Institution in 1871 
could heve foreseen the developments of a third of a centary 
later. The guidance of your former Presidents and Councils have 
been wise, and it is for us to follow in their footeteps with the 
same open minds whica have led to the consolidation of many 
diverging interests into one complete whole. We are under a debt 
of gratitade to the Institution of Civil Engineers for many 
advautages they have conferred on us, and not the least is the 
cordial hospitality they give us in their magnificent building. 
Your successive Councils have continually had brought to their 
notice the desirability of our Institation possessing a permanent 
habitation, and it is believed this feeling ie general among the 
members. I take thie opportunity of stating that, in deference to 
this view, a site has been acquired, which, in the opinion of the 
Council's technical advisers, will amply suffice for the erection of an 


Fic. 6.—24-H.P. PaNBARD LEVASSOBR Car FITTED WITH DYyNAMOMETER AND TRAILER. 


tractive effort under similar conditions as to road surface and speei 
is less for the tire of smaller cross-section than it is for that having 


the larger section. This may be due to the fact that the tread of 


the larger tire was much thicker than the smaller, rendering it in 
consequence more after the nature of a solid tire, it being well 
understood that a perfect pneumatic tire should have as little 
inelastic, or comparatively inelastic, material about it as possible ; 
от, the greater tractive effort may have been due to the greater cross- 
rection. Repeated experiments alone can definitely settle this 
question. 

Fig. 5 shows these curves plotted as tractive effort per ton. On 
the same axes the tractive effort per ton has been plotted for the 
previous wheel (pneumatic tire 24 in. x 23 in.), and it is very much 
greater than that for the 34-in. wheels. 

This Committee is not yet in a position to state the exact relation 
between traction effort and diameter of wheel; but, teking tbe 
results of General Morin, that the draught is inversely proportional 
to the diameter of the wheel, a curve has been plotted (fig. 5) which 
reduces the tractive effort of the 24-in. wheel to that of au equiva- 
lent 34-in. wheel. Considering the variations that may have 
existed in the roads on which the wheels were tried, as it was at 
different times of the year, these results harmonise fairly well. 


(To be continued.) 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


Inaugural Address by Ropzrt Kays Gray, President. 
(Delivered on Thursday, November 12th, 1903.) 


GENTLEMEN, another session has opened, and another President 
addresses you, the twenty-eighth person who bas had this privilege. 
On this occasion one of our usual forms of procedure must be dis- 
pensed with, or I should have to fill the rôle of vacating the chair 
in my own favour. You will remember that Mr. Swinburne, who 
gave us an extremely interesting and valuable address a year ago, 


Institution building in wbich & suitable lecture theatre and other 
necessary offices could find place. Your Council has no intention 
of proceeding with the construction of the Institution building 
until they believe the Institution to be etrong enough financially to 
meet the necessary expenditure while remaining in possession of a 
handsome surplus. It is also thought that developments in the 
near future may permit of an alliance with kindred institutions for 
the erection of one large Temple of Engineering, where the various 
branches may find their homer. A portion of this building could 
be allotted to the joint occupation of the various sections of 
engineering, and each section could in addition possess the accom- 
modation it might requira for its own particular work, a Senate or 
Court of Governors appointed by the sections being constituted the 
sapreme body. I understand that the late Sir William Siemens had 
such a conception, and perhaps its realisation may now be within 
the range of practical politics. In the event of such a scheme 
maturing, the property in Tothill Street, which the Institution has 
acquired, can be sold, as it will always be a realisable asset so long 
as no special building is erected on it. A Temple of Engineering 
oosting & quarter, of & million would be a fit home for the 
engineering bodies of this country. 

Many opinions have been advanced as to the scope and aim of an 
Institut ion euch as ours; as to what it should do and what it should 
not do, and as to its relations with kindred societies. This, of 
course, is contentious matter, and should not probably be touched in 
an address, but I take advantage of the immunity from criticism in 
this room which my position to-day grants me, and will make a few 
remarks on the subject. In early daye the Institution was the only 
Association or body which could voice the views of electrical men, 
and therefore everything touching their interests was fit matter for 
discussion. To-day the necessity is not s» imperative, as, owing to 
the great development of the electrical industry, other bodies are 
springing up who can more properly deal with a variety of questions 
which affect, but only indirectly affect the inatitution as an Ineti- 
tution of Electrical Engineers. A«time goes on, this necessity will 
become less and less, and the Institution will fall back into its 
proper function as an Institution of Electrical Engineers; and will 
not fill the part of an Association of Electrical Engineers, which it 
has often been obliged to do in the past. The word Institution“ 
in this connection bears in my mind the meaning of a body for 
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dealing with technical interests, while Association" implies a 
corporation whose functions are related to everything affecting 
general interests. I bope that the Institution, for some time yet, 
will continue to take an interest in things general as well as 
technical, and conserving the open mind and progressive spirit, to 
which I referred in my preceding remarks, will assist in every 
reasonable way tbe aspirations of the different electrical associations 
which are being formed from day to day. These associations must 
not be locked upon as rival or interfering bodies, but rather as 
bodies formed to meet & real want, and from that point of view 
deserving every assistance and encouragement from tke older body. 
There is one more point in this connection which from time to time 
provokes comment and criticism, and that is that mavy members of 
this Institution contribute papers to the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers and other bodies which, in the opinion of tbe critics, sh »uld 
have been presented to this Institution. Ido not think this is a fair 
or a wise criticism. People, readers of papers or others, will always 
carry their wares to the best market, and the only effective way of 
dealing with the sitaation is for the members and officers of this 
Institution to strive to make our market the best. Those who read 
papers on electrical subjects in other institutions are in reality 
doing a great good to the electrical industry and to this Institution, 

as they play the part of the missionary who goes ont into the 
wilds, spreads the light and eventually gathers converts into the 

fold. I therefore say that our members who read papers before other 

institutions or societies are well-doers, and should not be submitted to 

the unfair criticism which emanates from a spirit akin to some of 

the elements of trade unionism, and is much to be deprecated. 

While admitting the desirability of the existence of these elec- 

trical missionaries, I also urge that the members and officers of the 

Institution should leave no stone unturned in their search for what 

is good and useful to the Institution. Oar predecessors have done 

this, and the task of the present Council aud members should be 

luuch easier than the tasek which their foreranners have performed. 

What they accomplished is made clear by a reference to our 

membership. An Institution, which in 1871 numbered 80 persons, 

and to-day numbers 4,800, has every reason to be proud of its 

development and growth. It is my belief that the Institation will 

continue to develop, aud if it is governed in a tolerant and broad- 

minded spirit will never cease to be the referee in all cases affecting 

electrical science and industry. 

I now propose to lay before you some matter I have had collected 
relating to the effect that existing legislation has had on electrical 
enterprise, and containing a few suggestions 'for the betterment of 
the present situation. 

As the generation and supply of electricity for lighting, power, 
or traction are strictly regulated by Act of Parliament, it i» obvious 
that electrical progress must be seriously affected for good or for 
evil by the state of the law relating to electricity. It is impossible 
to attempt here to cover the whole field of eleotrical legislation, 
but attention may be directed to one or two special pointe. 

If we omit the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act of 1899, which 
merely codifies the provisions usually incorporated in a provisional 
order grauted by the Board of Trade, we find that there has been no 
public legislation upon the generation and distribution of electricity 
since 1888, when an Act was passed to amend certain defects in the 
original Actof 1882. This absence of legislation during a period in 
which the applications of electricity to the service of mankind have 
been enormously improved and extended, would not be remarkable 
if the original Acts had ‘been adequate not only to the needs of the 
time at which they were passed, but to those of the present day; 
but, as everyone knows, this is far from being the case. Those 
Statutes were framed to meet the case of distribution of electricity 
over a small area, and no provision was made for tbe time, which 
has long since arrived, when it would be possible and even econo- 
mical to distribute from a given centre over a wide area, extending 
far bsyond the boundaries of any particular parish or municipality. 
There might still have been a chance tkat the parochial idea em- 
bodied in these early Statutes would in the course of time have been 
abandoned, had not Parliament fixed this idea as a permanent 
feature of British electrical distribution by giving to the local 
authorities the right of purchase of the undertakings supplying 
their areas after & period which was first stated at twenty-one 
years, but afterwards extended by the Act of 1888 to forty-two 
years. In addition to this, the Act of 1888, although intended to 
promote the introduction of electric lighting, went far towards 
stifling private enterprise in this direction, by giving to the local 
authorities a veto on any petition to supply electricity within their 
areas, Thus it has come to pass that in spite of the great progress 
made since 1888 in the science of distribution, no one but a local 
authority can tc-day obtain free unimpeded access to the Board of 
Trade with a petition for a provisional order, and as local autho- 
rities are as jealous of one another as they are of private companies, 
the general result is that the municipal area is still the unit area for 
distribution. 

There are, of course, many other prominent defects in the Electric 
Lighting Acts. They do not, for example, provide for the com- 
pulsory purchase and sale of eites for generating stations, nor yet 
fur the erection of these stations outside the area of supply. If 
promoters of an undertaking desire either of these thinge they must 
proceed by Special Act, not by Provisional Order; and the best 
proof of the inadequacy of the Electric Lighting Acts to modern 
needs is that these Private Acts usually contain special clauses of 
which the object is to render inapplicable a larger or smaller 
number of the sections of the controlling public Statutes. The 
whole subject was considered in 1898 by Lord Crose’s Committee, 
which made many recommendations of the highest value—among 
them, the abolition of the veto and the removal of the defects just 
noticed; but until the present year the Government has shown no 

'n of being desirous or willing to give these recommendations the 

`of law. The Institution of Electrical Engineers, which has 


always been alive to the serious consequences of this defestive 
legislation, sought in June of last year to bring pressure upon the 
Government, by sending a deputation to the President of tbe Board 
of Trade. It is impossible to express more forcibly or more clearly 
the objections to the present law than was dope by the members of 
our deputation on that occasion; but although we were then pro- 
mised a measure to remove these objections, nothing was attempted 
until May of this year, when a Bill, embodying most of the recom- 
mendations of Lord Crose’s Committee, was introduced in the 
House of Lords by Lord Wolverton at the instance of the Board of 
Trade. But the Bill did not get beyond the introductory stage, and 
at the close of the session no progress had been made. Ths 
measure, however, must not be allowed to drop; and as the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade has told us that his department desired 
бо “ press forward ” this measure when opportunity offered, we may 
express the hope that next session it mey not only be introduced, 
but may be placed upon the Statute-book. 

With regard to the distribution of electricity for power purposes, 
the Electric Lighting Acte make no special provision. Any consumer 
may use his supply either for lighting cr power, or both. But in 
recent years the idea of promoting large power schemes to supply 
very wide areas has come prominently to the front, and since 1900 
several such schemes have been authorised by special Acts of Parlia- 
ment. The powers of supply conferred upon companies under these 
Acts are twofold; they may supply energy for power purposes to 
any person, and they may supply energy in bulk to authorised dis- 
tributors. In this connection it may be noted that if the Bill intro- 
duced by Lord Wolverton becomes law, it will be possible to obtain 
powers for supply in bulk to authorised distribatore by provisional 
order instead of proceeding, as at present, by special Act The 
most important point, however, about these modera power schemes 


` is tbat, in many cases, the promoters come iato sharp con fl. ct with 


local authorities and other aathorised distributors aupplying urban 
or rural districts within the large area which they desire to cover by 
their scheme. The local authorities are especially antagonistic to any 
propoeal which would allow any other body to come into their area to 
supply electricity, and in some cases Parliament has cut out, from the 
area which a particular scheme desires to cover, various towns and 
districts possessing their own electricity supply undertakings. 
Now it seems desirable that the local authorities should consider 
carefally the advantages of taking their supply in bulk from a 
power scheme, instead of generating for themselves on a emall 
scale. In very many cases it would be mach more economical to 
do so, and they would still be left the sole distributors in their 
owa areas. But if local authorities will not do this, Parliament 
must consider what is best for the country at large; and as the 
rural districts must obviously gain by the supply of electrical 
energy at chesp rates, the towns should not be allowed to prevent 
this gain by obstructing or rendering ineffective the scheme for the 
larger area. The point is that if all the towns, which constitate 
the fat districts, are cut out of these schemes, leaving only the 
"lean" rural districts for the large-area companies, there can be 
little or no hope of financial success. In order to obtain, therefore, 
the greatest good for the greatest number, the larger authority 
ought to be allowed wherever possible to prevail over the smaller 
municipalities opposing it, especially when we consider that this 
does not entail an injastice to these municipalities, but only a 
slight narrowing of the field of municipal enterprise. 

It remains to consider what is, perhaps, the moet remarkable 


| feature in recent electrical progress—the development of the 


electric tramway. The law relating to this branch of the sabject ir, 
unfortunately, still more uneatisfactory than that dealing with 
lighting and power, for the controlling Act is still the Tramways 
Act of 1870, which was passed before electric traction was intro- 
duced, and was intended to deal simply with the ordinary horse- 
tramway. The defects of that Act are too well known to require 
mention here; the objectionable veto given to the local authorities 
has once more been sufficient in itself to retard progress to an 
extraordinary degree. The fact that in the last few years electric 
tramways have developed so much in this country is not due to the 
existence of the Tramways Act, but principally to the fact that it 
was found possible to evade that Act to a considerable extent by 
promoting these concerns under the Light Railways Act, 1696—en 
Act which was really intended for another class of undertaking 
altogetber. That Act has proved beneficial to a high degree, as it 
lowers the cost and simplifies the procedure when a tramway scheme 
is promoted ; bat in the years during which it has been in operation, 
various defects have been discovered, and attempts have from time 
to time been made to have them remedied. My predecessor, Mr. 
Bwinburne, pointed out these defects to the President of the Board 
of Trade when our deputation waited upon that Minister last year, 
&nd here, again, we were promised & measure to remedy them. A 
Bill ws introduced this year, but it was unsatisfactory in the 
extreme, as it made no attempt to deal with the whole subject, but 
merely tinkered at one or two details; and we cannot regret, 
therefore, that it made no progress The Board of Trade had 
previously appointed a Committee to consider what amendments of 
the Act of 1896 were desirable, and as the President of the Board 
of Trade told our deputation that a report had been received from 
that Committee, we naturally expected that the new Bill woald 
deal comprehensively with the subject, but in this we have been 
disappointed. The old Tramways Act ought to be repealed, and 
replaced by a measure suitable for modern needs, Under the Light 
Railways Act the powers of the Commissioners might with great 
advantage be extended. At present they are hampered by the 
feeling that, if not bound by the letter of the Tramways Act, they 
must, as far as possible, respect its spirit; and hence the absence of 
consents from local authorities has more weight than is proper. In 
cases where a light railway scheme is likely to compete with an 
existing railway com , the provision that the promoters most 
prooeed by private and not by an inquiry before the Light 
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Railway Commissioners, also militates considerably against the 


usefulness of the Light Railways Act by curtailing the powers of the: 


Commissioners ; and this restriction ought to receive attention in 
any amending measure. | | | 

+ These are but a few of the numerous points in the present law 
which call for attention. 'The whole of our electrical legielation is 
in urgent need of reform; and after so many promises have been 


made, it will be very regrettable if nothing is done to remove the. 


existing defects. М 
While the electric light and power undertakings have obtained 


but little legislation in their favour, it is a relief to see that Parlia- 


ment has granted railway companies certain advantages, By the 
Railways (Electrical Power) Act, which received the Royal assent on 
August 14th last, existing railway eompanies desiring to convert any 
of their lines to electric traction, are enabled to obtain sufficient 
1 for so doing by means of an order of the Board of Trade. 

ey may become interested in power companies, and may take 
from them electrical energy for the supply of their main or branch 


lines. 
In spite of the legal impediments referred to, it will be found on 


investigation that substantial progress has been made in Great Britain. 
in the utilisation of the electric current for both light and power 


purposes. 

Exclusive of traction motors, in March of this year, lamps and 
motors equivalent to over 14,000,000 8-с.Р. lamps were connected to 
the mains of public electricity supply undertakings, the metropolis 
being represented to the extent of about 5,000,000. There were about 
300 towns enjoying the advantage of an electricity supply, this number 
including, with two exceptions, all the towns whose population exceeds 
100,000. The exceptions were Tottenham and the Rhondda district, 
which did not seem anxious to be alongside of their 38 fellows. It 
appears that, at this period, exclusive of power companies, the public 
supply сераш had motors amounting to 55,000 H.P. connected to 

eir mains. 


Municipal undertakings own generating plant of a rated capacity 


of 320,000 Xw., and private undertakings are represented by 160,000. 
In the metropolis the companies are proprietors of about 
100,000 KW., whereas the public bodies are responsible for approxi- 


mately 28,000. The pre-eminence of the companies in London is 


due to the fact that they acted as pioneers and were first in the 
field. "Iheaverage rated capacity of a British station appears to be 
about 1,400 xw. It is to be remarked that, while in the provinces the 


average municipal station has a capacity of nearly three times that 


of a company station, in the metropolis the ratio is reversed. 
Again, the average metrcpolitan company has, approximately, 10 
timés the plant capacity of the average provincial company. 

It is interesting in this investigation to note that modern ten- 
dencies in this country are decidedly in favour.of the direct 
current system with & threc-wire distribution; the number of 
direct current undertakings increased from 139 in 1901 to 214 in 
1902, and 260 in 1903. For these three years the alternating cur- 
rent stations numbered 67, 68 and 69 respectively. There are now 
established in Grest Britain 13 two-phase and five three-phase 
stations, exclusive of power transmission stations. In 29 cases 
supply is given on two or even more systems. Many of the alter- 
nating current stations have taken up the supply of direct current, 
others bave added two-phase or three-pbase supply to their single- 
phase service, or have changed over completely to one of these. 
The direct current system appears to be in no immediate danger of 
supersession, in part owing to the raising of the voltage, and the 
consequent possible extension of the service area. The number of 
voltages in use is somewhat confusing, and presents to the Stan- 
dards Committee а ді 016 problem to solve. These voltages now 
amount to about 10, and out of 289 examples of ;pressures nearly 
one-third are declared at 230, more than one-sixth are given as 
220, while voltages of 240, 200 and 100 claim about one-eighth each. 
There are between 50 and 60 stations which revel in more than one 
declared pressure. The extent to which the change from one voltage 
to another has taken place may be judged by the fact that in 234 


cases the pressure is upwards of 200 volta; 64 supply current both 


&bove and below 200, and there are only 29 whose supply is entirely 
under 200 volte. | 


Although at the present moment the e ffloiency of carbon glow 


lamps, and, in certain cases, of arc lamps, is not so great at the 
higher voltages, yet it cannot be gainsaid that the change of voltage 
has been a beneficial one both for the supplier and consumer. The 
supplier has benefited through a more profitable use of his current 
conductors ; this benefit has considerably more than outweighed the 
expenditure in other directions that the change entailed. In many 
cases one of the large expenditures must have been in the purchase 
of storage batteries, for it appears that out of 330 stations, no 
. fewer than 240 use these batteries to a greater or less extent. The 
only drawback to the change would appear to exist in the case of 
small motors, Ў 

Some remarks оп the methods of charging for current could be 
made, but I limit myself to pointing out that the number of lighting 
undertakings in which the maximum-demand system is employed 
alone is now 104 as compared with 114 in 1902, or, say, 311 per cent. 
instead of 40 per cent. of the totals of the respective years. The 
msximum-demand system in conjunction with one or more other 
systems is used in 74 cases, as against 38 in 1902, or, say, 224 per 
cent. as compared with 1384 per cent. A simple uniform-rate gives 
the corresponding figures of 70 and 63, representing 214 per cent. 
against 22 per cent. I regret I have not been able to collect infor- 
mation with regard to private installations in Great Britain, which 
would prove sufficiently comprehensive. I have therefore decided 
to leave this portion of the subject alone. 

‘There is still room for improvement in the carbon glow lamps. 
I am given to understand that 16-0.р. lamps for 200 volts and up- 
wards, with a life of 1,000 hours at an average consumption per 
candle of even 4 watts, can hardly be obtained as a commercial 


article. The production of the Nernst lamp seems to be improving, 
and ite employment in a large: number of towns for street lighting, 
and in many private installations, will enablé people to thoroughly 
appreciate its merits and utility. I find that the most recently 
introduced pattern gives three-quartera of & candle per watt when 
new. Nernst lamps are used by about 1,000 supply companies in 
the United States, the Hartford (Conuecticat) Co. alone employing 
about 4,000. In many sases these lamps are maintained by the 


supply company without extra charge, or at a nominal cost. . The 
Osmium lamp of Auer von Welsbach is well spoken of for low vol - 


tages in some quarters Twenty-five to 30-volt lamps have been 
made which show little diminution in light-giving power after 800 
to 1,000 hours burning. Apparently they absorb about 1:5 watts per 
candle, but are expensive to purchase. We shall doubtless hear 
more of the mercury vapour lamp associated with the name of Mr. 
Cooper Hewitt. 

While, with alternating-current work, the tendency is always to 
simplify the switch-gear to the ‘utmost, this does not seem to be 
universally the case in direct-carrent practice, at any rate, in the 
smaller public supply stations. Some of these have elaborate plug- 
boards, numerous bus-bars, expensive battery regulators, and all 
sorts of alternative ways of doing the same thing. In many cases 
where these complications do not exist, not only the comfort of the 
staff but the efficiency of the service are greatly increased. It 
appears to be forgotten that everything tending to simplicity has a 
beauty of its own which no complication can ever rival. In spite 
of the absence of any notable development in switch-gear, & very 
high standard has been attained by British designers, especially in 
heavy power and lighting work with alternating currents at high 
pressure. Following a totally different line from the Continental 
and American practice, our engineers have evolved apparatus 
which is at the same time safe, simple and reliable, while occupy- 
ing a minimum of space 


In the early days of ‘the electrical industry when the range of 


possible distribution of current was restricted, the engineer had to 
seek a site for his generating station in crowded and expensive 
districte. To economise space he employed high-speed reciprocating 
engines and water-tube boilers. At that period he could doubtless 
do this with advantage, as the generator units in use were, com- 
paratively speaking, small. To-day the units are larger and the 
range of possible distribution is increased. It is not, therefore, so 
necessary to follow the old practice, and in many cases to do so is 
inadvisable. 

Among the remarkable things of the year may be mentioned as 
in course of construction, four turbo-generators of the Parsons type, 
each rated at 5,500 to 8,280 Kw., and occupying a space measuring 
only 519 x 14 x 12 ft. A 6,500 Kw. turbo-generating set is being 
built by Brown, Boveri & Oo. which measures 59 x 10 x 10ft. A 
Curtis turbine of 5,000 xw. is running in Chicago; this turbine is a 
combination of the Parsons and De Laval systems and is arranged 
with a vertical shaft, a somewhat inadvisable design. In shape it 
is cylindrical, and, including turbine and generator, stands 25 ft. 
high with a diameter of 14ft. It may be interesting to note that 
there are over half a million н.р. of turbines in use or on order, and 
24 stations in this country use the turbine more or less. While 
referring to large unite, it may be of value to state that the Société 
Cockerill of Seraing is expected to show at the St. Louis Exhibition 
next year, a gas engine of 3,000 HP.; this engine will have two 
cylinders, each of 51 in. diameter, and will run at 85 revolutions per 
minute. It is said that the Gasmotoren Fabrik Deuts is designing 
a 6,000 H.P. engine. 

With relation to electric driving in factories and ships, we all 
remember the excellent papers read before this Institution by Mr. 
Williamson and by the late Mr. C. E. Groves. The contribution of 
the latter was especially interesting to me, as it showed in a striking 
manner the progress in the employment of the electric current on 
shipboard from the time of tbe Silvertown Co.'s installation on their 
cable steamer Dacia, in 1879, down to the huge developments already 
reached at the time the paper was read. 

Among the recent varied uses to which electromotors can be 
put may be mentioned gold mining at the Klondike, where they are 
employed in dredging, washing and conveying the material to the tip. 
Another instance is the driving of a rolling mill, where a 400-H.P, 
motor is coupled direct to the rolls. Ina large plate-glass works in 
America there are four generating sets of 4,000 Kw. each and one 
set of 350 xw.; there are also 20 motors of 450 H.P. each and 20 of 
200 H. y. The three-phase system is in use at 5,800 volte with 
frequencies of 40 and 25 cycles per second. A large colliery in the 
same country has plant of 2,900 Kw., the installation comprising 
44 mining locomotives and 75 miles of underground trolley wire; 
the power is transmitted at 5,600 volts, three-phase, 25 cycles per 
second, but is converted for use at 275 volts. At the Carnegie Works 
electricity is used for almost everything requiring power, sud it is 
stated that in the Homestead Steel Works, of Pennsylvania, by the 
aid of electricity 4,000 men make as much steel as is made at Krupp's 
with 15,000 men, 

Since the establishing of the Portrush electric tramway in 1883, 
the electrical engineer has encroached on the field of the tramway 


engineer, and consequently the purely tramway work, as apart from 


the electrical work, has often shown the mark of the active, clever, 
but untrained mind, impossible curves and grades being attempted, 
and unnecessarily expensive work being done. There has been some 
advantage in this, no doubt, as the experience gained by these 


works, although expensive, has tended to improvements in 


practice. There is an American manner in this mode of pro- 
cedure which leads to a free use of the scrap heap. The individual 
suffers, but the community eventually gains by the survival of 
the fittest. It is, I suppose, a rule which applies, and must 


apply, to all young nations and industries. The rough and tumble 


while it laste is interesting and exciting, and doubtless. drives 
the workers to put their best foot foremost. ' The golden rule, Be 
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sure you are right, and go ahead,” is the best to follow but it 
often happens that one dies and is taken from the arena before 
even the agis of the rule is complied with. On the whole, 
therefore, it perhaps as well that chance should be allowed 
to play its part, and that activity and energy should not be 
troubled with a too severe bearing-rein. The rule before cited 
should probably be modified in the manner of the saying of the 
northern farmer to his son, and should read, Be sure you are right 
and go ahead, but go ahead." Ithink this has been the motto that 
has been adopted by electrical engineers since 1877, with the 
much desired effect that sufficient improvement has been made to 
enable the electrical barque of this country to be steered into still 
water for a time. This happy condition does not, I believe, exist in 
Germany or America, where apparently there are more heads to be 
broke.” We have been toiling up a steep hill for many years, and 
the time hasnow arrived when we should stop and survey the land- 
scape as a whole, instead of narrowing our view to the particular 
point towards which we happen at the moment to be ascending. 
Already many of the paymasters are questioning the scrap-heap 
theory, as they know by experience that this is often evolved from 
nothing but a craving for change, and a want of appreciation of the 
true value of money on the part of their advisers. I make these 
remarks with no desire to convey the idea that work in this country 
is not, carried out conscientiously and well, but rather with the view 
of suggesting & curbing of the expenditure of money which produces 


a semblance for the moment of unbounded prosperity, while in 


reality it only means riding full gallop for a fall. If the fall should 
occur, the many men who are entering our ranks every day and 
swelling our numbers, will find their prospects blighted owing to a 
disturbance of the trust which is placed ia the electrical engineers 
of to-day by those who supply the sinews of war. I, therefore, 
think it incumbent on every electrical engineer to carefully weigh 
every recommendation he may make, not from the point of view of 
immediate, but rather from that of ultimate efficiency, and to deal 
with every possible factor in drawing his estimates. The 


papers 
read, and the discussions which take place in this hall, and in the . 


meeting places of our local sections, tend to this end. 
PEE. (То be continued.) 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


\ 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion $n this column should 
be written en oné side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, ꝙe., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the acouracy of 
the views which he may express. } 


“ Bure ” writes :—“ I should like to take advantage of your legal 
column to ask if it is legal for any company supplying electrical 
energy, to use premiums obtained on the issue of shares for any 
other purpose than a reserve fund.” 

„“ Without having an opportunity of consulting the memo- 
randum and articles of association of the company referred to by 
our correspondent, it is difficult to answer his qaery. It is no doubt 
usual for the premiums paid upon shares issued at a premium to be 
devoted to the reserve fund, but unless the company are bound by 
a clause to this effect in their memorandum and articles, there seems 
to be no reason why a premium, which is really a profit on the issue 
of shares, should not be devoted to any purpose. Sach profit is сег. 
tainly not capital, for it need never be repaid. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Oompiled рен! for this journal by W. P. Тномрвон & Oo., Electrical Patent 
е » High Holborn, London, W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed, 


23,686. “An improved fog or danger signal for steam or electric railways.” 
A. JoHNsON, November 2nd. 


98,712, “Improvements in the manufacturing of dry batteries.” H. NEHMER, 
November 2nd. 

23,715. “Improved apparatus for operating railway signals and points by 
electricity.“ E. M. T. Bopp. November 2nd. 

28.716. Improved electric interlocking apparatus for operating electrically. 
worked signals and points." E. M. T. Buppam. November 2nd. 

28,717. Improved method of operating electrically-worked signals by means 
of contacts made by moving trains.” N. M. T. Bobam. November 2nd. 
. 28,248. “Improvements in electrical indicators." L. P. C. Hopson, Novem- 
ber 2nd. 

29,760. “Improvements in or relating to electric signalling apparatus for 
railways.“ E. DANNEELs. November 2nd. (Coinplete.) 


23,767. "Improvements in galvanic batteries.” 
GENERATOR Co., LTD. 
November 2nd. 

28,780. “Insulated cam for contact breaker of internal combustion engires.” 
H. A. MERxDITH. November 3rd. ` 

28,838. “Improvements in electrical resistances.” P. M. A. MATTHEWS. 
November Scd. 

29,8651. "Improvements in clectric cranes,"  SroTHERT & Pitt, LTD., and W. 
Pitt. November 8rd. 

29,853. ‘Mercury electrolytic apparatus specially applicable to electric 


meters and electrio Switches," E. рс Bois and THe REASON MANUFACTU BING 
Co., LTD. November 3rd. 


Tye Hasty ELECTRIC 
(Ihe Halsey Eiectric Generator Co., United States.) 


98,854 Method of effecting a phase-shift of 90? or more between the 
pressure and the field in the shunt circuit of alternating current meters.” 

.IMBax. (Siemens-Sohuckert Werke G. m.b. H. Germany.) November 8rd. 
(Complete.) 

28,862. ''Improvements in electric fog recording and like apparatus.” 
Н. von KoHLER. November 8rd. (Complete.) 75 

28,868. ‘‘Improvements relating to electric distribution systems.” J. Н. 
HALLBERG, November ard. (Complete.) 

28,915. “Electric light adaptor for reading lamps.” W. L. MLLER., 
November 4th. | | 

223,998. Pines olathe means applicable for use in automatically cutting out 
resistance in alsernating current electro-motors." J. BusH. November 4th. 

95,986. "Improvements in connection with vacuum brake apparatus for elec- 
trical and other railways.” J.GRzsHAM and H. ALBERT. November 4th. 

28,061. "Improvements in meters for use in connection with electrio heat- 
ing systems, and other systems or apparatus consuming energy, or for record- 
ing periods of time." E. Cun.irre-Owsx, E. W. J. Млсрохлір and A. F. 
Harmer. November 4th. 

29,978. “Improvements in and relating to overhead electric current con- 
ductors.” Е, Отвлср. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 190), November 
бар, 1902, being date of application in France.) November 4th. (Complete.) 
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24,025. Improvements in printing telegraph receivers.” 
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24,055. "Improvements in apparatus applicable for use in connection with 
telephones and other purposes." J. A. GAMBLE. November bth. 

24,0889. Improvements in electrical a paratus used in propelling autocars 
and other vehicles, launches, and the like.” E. В. G. Ress. Novem 6th. 

21,008. ''An apparatus for limiting electric currents.” J. AzaBoLA, Novem 
ber 6th. (Complete.) 

24,102. Improvements relating to electric ignition apparatus for motor- 
сагв, motor-cycles, and the like.” W. W. G. WEBB, J. Кыт, С. Н. Orrorp 
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Е "Improvements in electrical machines.” B. C. Mor or. Novem- 
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24,127. “Improvements in electric bath tubs and in electrodes therefor.” 
J. ZWIEBEL. November 6th. (Complete.) 


24,129. ‘Improvements in the structure (of alternators.” 
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24,190. The U. K. I. electrio dental: and manioure engine.“ F. W. Сосір. 
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24,144. “Improvements in electrically-controlled valves.“ O. JUNGGEREN. 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901 November 15th, 1902, being date of 
application in United States.) November éth. (Complete.) 

24, 200. A portable electric fan." M. Manoowskr (R. Klemm, Germany.) 
November 7th. 

21212. ‘‘ New or improved means for controlling arc lamps." H.J.HappaN. 
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THE ELECTRICAL FIRE BOGEY. 


DEspPITE the many occasions on which this cry has been 
raised by the gas fraternity, and the searching exposurcs 
which have been given of the sort of evidence usually 
characterising the stories, опг contemporary the Journal: of 
Gas Lighting returns to the charge in quite the old manner, 
in its issue of November 10th, through the mouth of its 
Sootch correspondent, who works himself into a very excited 
State on the dangers of electricity in particular, and the 
wickedness of municipalities in general. On the latter, 


point we have nothing to say, merely remembering en passant 


that gas manufacture is largely in the hands of companies. 
With the former matter, also, we should be content to be 
amused and pass on to the order of the day, were it not that 
such statements as the one in question often reach ignorant 
ears and accomplish just that mischief for which the wish is 
father to the thought. Again, there is always the feeling 
when dealing with such unscrupulous opponents as the gas 
fraternity have shown themselves to be, of falling between 


the Scylla of “silence gives consent ва the Charybdis of 


“gus s'ezcuse s'aecuse ;" under all the circumstances we 


think it best to take up the cudgels for electricity, and 
whenever possible, as in the present case, to carry the war 
into the enemy’s camp, by exposing the hollowness of the 
foundations on which such stories are built up, and showing 
the true cause of many mysterious fires. 

Tet us examine first the statement of this worthy Scotch 
gentleman. This is how he begins :— 


Two things have happened in Scotland this week, from which, 
when read together, may be derived a most cogent warning regard- 
ing a danger which may be found in some phases of municipal 
activity. Last night a fire broke ont in a range of gigantic ware- 
houses in Buchanan Street, Glasgow, and in the space of three hours 
damage was done:to the amount of, it is estimated, £120,000. | 


The other thing, by the way, occurred at Falkirk, and 
was а successful action against tbe Corporation for negli- 
gence, whereby plaintiff's works were flooded. Plaintiff 


obtained a verdict for £3,000, and whilst this matter dos 


not concern us, it is taken by the Scotch correspondent as a 
p^g whereon to hang municipalism, and so bolster up his 
argument in the fire case. Now let us see how he proceeds. 
Having fired off his big gun of £120,000 damage “їп 
the space of three hours," he continues :— 


The Glasgow catastrophe was the result, it is believed, of the 
electric wire. I find that in all the accounts I have 
been able to see of the matter, the origin of the fire is never alladed 
to, except in one newspaper, in which the electric wire theory is 


given. 

At last, the cat is out of the bag. It is believed is 
almost as good evidence as the fact that of all the Glasgow 
papers cnly one was righteous ; and that one, it appears, 
only gave an electric wire theory. It may be objected that 
all this is mere innuendo ; во it is, but therein lies the mis- 
chief. Statements of fact can be inquired into ; dark hints, 


even with the weight of evidence against them, kave the 
Е 
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impression in the minds of the ignorant that “there must be 
something in it, yon know.” However, our Scotch gas friend 
proceeds first of all to draw a red herring across the path of 
his suggestions by pointing out the dire mystery attached to 
what he has noticed—namely (tremble, ye Fire Brigade 
Superintendents), the disappearance in recent years from 
reporte of fires, of tbe statement of their origin. Here are 
all the elements of a deeply laid conspiracy. But now be 
returns to the charge—the electrical one—and taking 
as a fact what he previously threw out asa mere suggestion, he 
proceeds with bis case as follows :— 


I suppose it will be easy to admit that it would be unpalatable to 
those who supply current to have it announced that such a dire 
disaster as this in Glasgow was the outcome of a defect in the 
electric light arrangements. This observation has all the more force 
when the supply of electricity is in the hands of the Corporation. 
Fire Brigades are Corporation servants; and it would be, to say the 
least of it, unsavoury conduct on the part of one department to do 
anything which might check the growth of another. I assert tbat, 
whether it be of intention, or whether it be on accouvt of the 
greater subtlety of fire causes, we are not so fully informed upon 
the subject of origin as we used to be; and when, as in the case of 
this Glasgow fire, we find that, deriving their information from a 
common source, only one newspsper ventures to give the reason 
which was authoritatively furnithed to them, it is proved that there 
is a desire to put out of view what might not be appreciated by the 
Electric Light Committee. The decision in the Falkirk case comes 
in with great pertinence here. If the Corporation of that borough 
are held liable for loss arising through an extraordinary etrain being 
put upon a sewer, it is not а far ory to the holding of the Corpore- 
tion of Glasgow liable for loss arising through a defective electric 
light fitting. The deficit in the working of the Glasgow Corporaticn 
Electricity Department last year was over £13,000. If fire claims 


‘come to be made a charge upon the department, when may the day 


arrive when deficits will be unknown? We may say, “Never.” In 
writing this, I fully realise that the extent of the risk, which may 
not be new, but which is certainly omphasised by the Falkirk 
decision, will depend greatly upon the extent of the service which 
the Corporation provide. Liability will only go as far as the 
Corporation themselves go. If they stop short when they reach the 
boundary of the customer’s prem they will not be responsible 
for anything which may happen inside. Bat if the Corporation, by 
themselves or by arrangement with companies or contractors, 
extend their control over the wiring of interiors, they cannot escape 
the consequences of defect in such work. It is here that the warn- 
ing note must be raised. The Corporation of Glasgow do not wire 
premises ; but they supply “lamps and fittings” in connection with 
a change of voltage, and they have power to hire out motors and 
accessories. In all of this there is room for much liability, acccrding 
to the terms of the agrecments with the customers. 


We apologise for quoting at euch length, but it is only to 
show the mischievousness of the whole line of argument. 
Firstly, the fire is an electric one on no tittle of evidence ; 
secondly, the mystery of omission of origin of fires from 
reports ; thirdly, collusion between two municipal services 
to suppress the truth; fourthly, the Falkirk peg to frighten 
Anny Glaswegian ratepayers at the liabilities they may incur 
through eleotrical supply. Very clever and also ingenious— 
not to say ingenuous as well—for when the matter is 


examined, the whole argument falls to the ground like a 


pack of cards. 

If the Scotch correspondent had taken the trouble 
to inquire into the matter, his weekly letter would 
have been a great deal shorter. In the first place, 
there is no support for the statement that, “.... 


deriving their information from a common source, only 


one newspaper ventures to give the reason which was 
authoritatively furnished to them. . . ." Who furnished 
the reason authoritatively ? A few sentences before, it was 
“ the electric wire theory” which only one paper gave. 
Now, the statement in question was made by a Glasgow 
halfpenny paper, and it was based simply on the idle word of 
an employé of the firm in whose premises the fire started ; 
he seems to have stated that he did not know in the least 
what could have been the cause of the fire, unless it was that 
one of the electric wires had fused somewhere! There is a 
a great distinction between probat ility and actuality. 

We understand, also, that the cíficers of the Fire Brigade 
Bee absolutely no reason whatever to attribute the cause of 
the fire to electricity. Of course our Gas contemporary will 
see here evidence of s 'ppressio veri, and it will rejoice to 
hear that there was act tally evidence of a short-circuit on 
the feeder in question, after 10 o'clock. But let us rudely 
dash these false hopes to the ground ; the fire broke out more 
than an hour previously, and was the cause and not the effect 
of the short-circuit. What is more, there was по one in the 
building at the time of the outbreak, or after, who could 
give any reason for the cause of the fire, which might have 


been due to the heating apparatus, or to some carelessness on 
the part of tbose last there. Thus falls to the ground the 
whole argument and elaborate theory of our gasey friend, 
who is, of course, quite oblivious of the fact that more fires 
are caused every week by gas explosions than ure even attri- 
buted to electrical agencies all the year round. 

If we take the trouble to inquire further into the causes 


of mysterious fires (not mentioned in reporta !), we think 


that the electrical faculty can give the gas interests some 
information; and let us at once premise this by stating that 
the supply authority can hardly be held responsible for what 
occurs on consumers’ premises when .they supply new lamps 
and fittings, unless in the process of conversion the supply 
authorities cause wiring or fittings to be altered, and that 
negligently. It is frequently the case that the gas fitter has 
come into premises after the wiring contractor, and has 
deliberately mixed his compo tubes up with the steel tubing 
containing the wires. What is the result if there does not 
bappen to be a good “ earth” on the section of steel tubing 
touched, and the insulation within has been slightly damaged, 


. or even put under mechanical strain ? А small hole is burnt 


into the compo tube, from which the gas immediately issues 
and ів ignited. The flame then melts the compo, and commences 
to travel back along the route of the pipe, which is generally 
between joists or behind a match lining. Whilst sach 
accidents do not in any way excuse the wireman for careless 
work, they condemn the system of running gas in compo 
tubes without in any way troubling to find out the riek in- 
curred by ignoriog the presence of electric wires. Sach 
accidents are known to electrical engineers to be of frequent 
occurrence; and if any blame can be attached to the 
wiremen, they are honest enongh not to cry out that it was 
gas that did it, albeit bad the gas not been there the electric 
wires in themselves would not have caused the accidents. It 
is, perhaps, sufficient to warn all those having electric light 
in their houses to insist on baving compo gas pipes removed 
if in close proximity to the wires; and if new pipes have to 
be run, that these should be of iron barrel. Perba 
it is useless to expect architects, who live in a world 
of their own (except when electrical fittings have to 
be bought), to take any heed of this danger from gas; but 
we hope the insurance companies will take note of what has 
teen common knowledge for some time. It is for them, 
whilst rightly taking every precaution to see that electric 
wiring is properly carried out, to observe also that the con- 
sumer’s реше are properly protected from fires caused by 
gas in the manner indicated. Before our Gas contemporary 
discovers another mare’s nest, we think it could, with advan- 
tage, take steps to remove all causes of suspicion from the 
methods employed by its own people. One thing is certain ; 
the competition of electric light will not be stopped, or even 
hart, by such stories as we have exposed. 


WE have before us a copy of a speci- 
fication recently isssued by the resident 
electrical engineer to the Hornsey Urban District Council. 
We should be sorry to think that it illustrated the working 
of the biological principle of ‘ Reversion to Type," for 
we hope that the original business instinct of the race 
had, at any rate, a larger element of juatice in it than the 
actual phrasing of the document before us leads us to 
suppose that it possesses to-day. When so many efforts have 
been made to standardise in the electrical industry a few at 
least of the principles of fairness, it is disheartening to find 
such demands as the following :— 

The engineer to be gole judge in case of dispute. 

The engineer to have full power to terminate contract at 
any time on giving seven days’ notice, if the work is not to 
his satisfaction. 

The engineer to have power to delay or refuse payment 
without appeal, if in his opinion the goods are not satis- 
factory. 

These stipulations are in direct conflict with the letter 
and spirit of the proposals of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, as well as the practice of the most trusted 
members of the profession.. We, have repeatedly pointed 


A Modern 
Autocrat. 
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out the injustice as well as the absurdity of one of the 
parties to a dispute acting as the sole arbiter, and we hope 
that the day is not far distant when such a proposal will be 
held to be beneath the dignity of any member of the 
profession. 


It is, however, not the general conditions alone that we 


have to condemn. The subject matter needs much revision 
before its meaning can be fully understood. It is true that 
the compiler had а fear of such a result in his mind, for in 
one of the clauses of the general conditions he offers an appoint-. 
ment, if deemed desirable, to clear up any obscure point. The 
specification is for the supply of meters, demand indicators, 
and fuse boxes. The wording of the section relating to 
meters is fairly clear, but the alteration of a few words hardly 
renders it a model ‘specification for demand indicators, 
especially when many of the sentences specifically refer to 
meters which are not demand indicators at all. . 

The latter part of the specification deals with fase boxes, 


and is accompanied by a litho. It is unfortunate that many 
of the points preferred in the specification are contradicted 


in the drawing ; thus, in the specification, the case in one 
piece, апа “ closed chamber " fuses, are asked for, while the 
drawing goes ratber out of ita way to show a sealing 
chamber bolted to the fuse box and an open-type copper 
wire fuse. | 

Then again, the engineer claims the right of varying to an 
unlimited amount the value of the order with regard to meters 
and demand indicators, without giving the contractor the 
opportunity of revising his price. He also, though this is a 
small matter, specifies in detail and issues a drawing showing 
his requirements, and then proposes to make the contractor 
responsible both for possible patent infringements and also 
for non-compliance with Board of Trade requiremente. 

It would not be difficult to point out other peculiarities, 
but why proceed? We live to learn; perhaps in 
the future the compiler of this specification may come 
into line with his fellow engineers, and by precept and 
example endeavour to guard the profession from the possi- 
bility of any imputation of unfair or unjust dealing. 


* 


THE discovery by Curie and Laborde 
that a gramme of radium gives out con- 
tinnously 100 gramme caleries of heat per hour, revealed one 
of tbe most remarkable properties of this wonderful metal, 
and has given rise to much spcculation as to the source of 
this large output of energy. The idea till quite recently 
was, that the heat was due to the conversion of the kinetic 


The Heating Effect 
of Radium. 


energy of the particles thrown off by the disintegrating 


atom of energy, but some experiments made by Rutherford 
have led Schuster to the conclusion that this view is erro- 
neous. The radium atom, as is now well known, in breaking 
up throws off positive and negative electrons, and leaves a 
residue of the original atom, which forms tbe atomic basis 
of a gaseous “emanation " which, in turn, breaks up into a 
new material known as “excited activity," so called from 
the phenomenon to wbich it gives rise. This **excited 
activity" has been supposed by Rutherford to represent 
three stages of disintegration, and the radiation from the 
final form (possibly helium) consists almost entirely of the 
minute negative electrons or corpuscles. What Schuster has 
demonstrated (see Nature, November 19th, 1903) is, that 
it is the radiation from this final residue left from the dis- 
integration of the radium atom, which gives rise to the 
greater part, if not the whole, of the continuous beating 
effect of radium. The higher velocity of the negative elec- 
trons evidently more than compensates for their deficiency of 
mass. The process appears to be analogous to a bullet fired 
from a gun; the bullet, though smaller in mass, is much 


more striking in its external effects on account of its higher 
velocity. 


THAT mechanically-joined tramway rails 
are doomed is a conclusion long since 
reached by the engineer who is abreast of the times, but 
there are few indications, at present, that the time is at hand 


Continuous Raile. 


when fish-plates and bolts, and the myriad patented sole- 
plates and joints, will be less common than the welded con- 
tinuous rail. We believe that engineers and managers are 
alive, as a rule, to the extreme desirability of a sound welded 
joint, but they have been chary, and rightly so, of recom- 
mending any system on which Time bas not played his most . 
destructive part. Tales from America of the cast and the 


electric weld have been none too reliable, and nowhere elke 


has experience with either been extensive or prolonged. 
Moreover, it would seem that the cost of the plant for either 
system is too large either for purchase or hire by any but 
thelargest companies. Indeed, the whole rolling stock of 
many British undertakings does not involve the capital 
outlay required for an electric welding plant. 

Everyone has been attracted by the idea of the Goldschmidt 
alumino-thermic weld since ita publication, and all bnt every- 


. one has been waiting for some demonstration of its practical 


value. What experience tbere is up to date— and some of 
it dates back four yeare—scems to be very much in favour 
of this simple joint, and Leeds, Glasgow, Nottingham and 
other towns, are introducing it to tbe British tramway 
world. 

The nature and application of thermit should be well 
known to our readers, but for a clear, well-written and 
illustrated treatment of the whole range of the thermit 
proces, we commend the article on Alumino-thermics by 
the originator of the process in the current number of 
Electro-chemical Industry. There it is shown that although 
finding a special field of usefulness in rail-welding, the thermit . 
process may be adopted wherever metallic fractures have 
occurred, or where two metallic surfaces are to be intimately 
joined. Instances are given where repairs usually involving 
enormous expense, such as making good the broken stern 
post of a large screw steamer, or welding a broken crank- 
shaft or tail-shaft in place, have been executed at a mere 


. fraction of the normal cost. | 


It is in the manufacture of iron and steel that the most 
interesting example of the value of thermit re-aotion is to 
be seen. By the introduction to the body of molten metal 
in a foundry crucible of special thermit alloys, new con- 
stituents, such as titanium, manganese, nickel, &c., may be 
added with the certainty of perfect distribution, and the 
saníe * box" method of causing an intensely concentrated 
heat redction is being used with much success to reduce the 
logs hitherto brought about by the large cavities in the heads 
of steel ingots. 

In the field of metallurgy, many other benefits have been 
derived from the use of thermit alloys. It is stated that 
welding rail-ends with thermit is performed more quickly 
than when making a mechanical and electrical joint with 
fish-pla*ea and bonds, but the comparative cost is not given. 
The solid joint will need to much more expensive 
than the mechanical joint before it becomes really dearer, 
and we recommend those many unfcrtunates whose rail 
joints are dropping to see what they can do with thermit. 


ELSEWHERE in this igeue we reproduce 
part of Mr. Hibbert’s paper on the 
Edison storage cell for automobiles, describing the results 
of his protracted observations and experimente, which was 
read before the Institution of Electrical Engineers last night. 
We hardly need say that Mr. Hibbert’s expert knowledge 
of accumulators, and his independent position, lend to his 
opinions an authority which cannot be gainsaid, and, there- 
fore, the fact that he has no fault to find with the 
performance of the cell, either on the road or on the bench, 
must be regarded as of the greatest significance. Evidently 
the Edison cell is destined to occupy a prominent place in 
the electrical industry, and as we are credibly informed 
that by a trifling change in its construction a very consider- 
able improvement in its output has been effected, we may 
look for even better results in the future than those described 


The Edison Cell. 


by Mr. Hibbert. The development of electric automobilism 


is a matter of the first importance to the industry, and every 
advance towards this ebject ought to be heartily welcomed. 


ERST — ~~ epp. 
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THE DESIGN OF DIRECT-CURRENT 
MACHINERY. 


By VAL. A. FYNN. 


(Continued from page 809.) 


THE writer advocates the choice of steel for the poles in order 
to get the shortest possible mean length of turn for the field 
coils, and for the same reason the round pole is preferable. 
The use of laminations, however, precludes this shape, ко 
we must dothe next best thing, and make the body as nearly 
square as possible. 

The use of a steel pole with a steel frame presents no 
difficulty, but when used in conjunction with a cast-iron 
frame or yoke introduces a complication. At the point of 
transition from steel to iron, the latter will, under normal 


conditions of design which allow for a density in the pole 


body at that particular point of some 16,000 to 17,000 
lines per cm?, become absolutely saturated, introducing a 
very appreciable and useless resistance into the magnetic 
circuit. This condition will find expression either in an 
increased weight of field copper, or, provided the field coil 
cooling surface is sufficient, in & decreased efficiency. 

Whenever no special constructive means are taken to 
remedy this defect, it will be least apparent when the con- 
struction (fig. 5) is adopted; the seating for the pole being 
circular, presents the greatest possible surface under the 
circumstances, and the choice of a bolt of an abnormally 
large diameter will further help in the same direction. 

It is easy to tool this seating, and it obviates the necessity 
of a steady pin. When а steel frame is used, fig. 5 again 


shows the moet suitable construction. | 

The next step is shown in fig. 6. This gets over the 
choking effect at the transition section, but introduces still 
more tooling, since the pole-shoe is made removable in order 
to get the coil into position. Here this pole-shoe can be 


FiG. 8. Fio. 7. 


made laminated ; but even the neatest construction for such 
shoes entails a good deal of tooling, and electrically falls 
short of the totally laminated pole. l 

A further method is given in fig. 7, which also shows a 
good type of laminated pole. This construction can be 
applied equally well to a solid pole, and shows what 
is theoretically the best solution; as far as amount of 
tooling is required, even when the disc is not recessed, it 
stands a little behind fig. 6. The seat for the steel disc A is 
tooled at the time when the frame is on the boring bar and 
having the holes drilled for the bolts s. Fig. 8 is a 
possible simplification of the previous case when solid poles 
are used. | 

Should it become necessary to provide means against 
excessive cross magnetisation, there are only two ways; open 
which yield results in proportion with the increased cost 


they necessitate. The one is complete magnetic separation 


of pole body and frame, fig. 9, and the other is the pro- 
vision of a series winding enclosing the armature, and 
1 in slots placed close to the air-gap in the pole- 
shoe. 

As we shall see later, such measures can only be of use in 
the small machines we are dealing with in special cases, as, 


€ 


Fia. 9. 


Fic. 10. 


for instance, when an exceedingly wide variation of speed is 
required, and is to be obtained by regulation in the field 
only. 

For the mechanical construction of the exciting coils, the 
writer strongly advocates the use of ready-made formers 
moulded of non-hygroscopic material and stiffened with 
metal insertions, and would remind designers of the import- 
ance of proper end connections. 

Fig. 10 shows a style which has been found to give perfect 
immunity from breakdowns, с being a thin wooden or fibre 
disc with & radial slot in it, allowing the well insulated end, 
b, to be brought ont and keeping it free from the pressure of 
the other convolutions. Both ends are soldered round two 
or three turns and consist of well insulated copper stripe. 
The top end, e, is carried away under the top layer во that 
any pull exerted shall not come direetly on to the turns to 
which it is soldered. | 

When rectangular spo: ls are used it is of great importance 
to see that the sides are": ade strongly convex (fig. 11), as 
it is quite impossible to make the copper wire lie closely to 
a straight surface of any lengtb. Vibration causes these 
loose wires to damage their own insulation and a breakdown 
resulta. | 

Efficient insulation between shunt and main is often a 
difficult matter. The arrangement shown in figs. 11 and 
12, and devised by the author, has given absolute satis- 
faction. The little brass supporte shown in detail in fig. 12 
are held in place by means of binding wires at a. 

The greater part of the insulation is air, &nd both coils 
are very well cooled. The main coil is wound on a former 
and forced on to the small brass supporte, being insulated 


Fic. 12. 


Fic. 11. 


from these by micanite, whilst the support& themselves are 
again insulated from the shunt coil by the same material. 
The writer thinks that terminals should always be used, and 
in his opinion their correct position, in the case of motors, is 
inside the frame, well out of the way of possible accumula- 
tions of oil or water, and out of reach of accidental contact 
or interference. Short cables should be taken from these 
terminals to the outside throngh glands, and the mains 
soldered to these. Armature and field windings should not 
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be interconnected inside the machine, but their respective 
ends brought out separately. 


The modern bearing leaves little room for improvement, 


and the spherically-supported bush with ring lubrication 
could only be bettered by the introduction of а con- 
centrically-adjustable ball bearing. The friction losses, 
which are quite an important item in small machines, would 
be very materially reduced, and the necessary attendance still 
further minimised, whilst a saving in space would be effected. 
There is no reason whatever why the cost of such bearings 
should be prohibitive when they are once taken up by 
specialists and made in quantities. 

Turning our attention to the shafts, the author still keeps 
coming across very poor designs. He has found many 
illustrations of Mr. Fischer-Hinnen's contention that the 
portion of a dynamo shaft which is subject to the heaviest 
strain is that in the neighbourhood of the commutator. 
The empirical formula reproduced below, which has 
found such favour on the Continent, actually gives very 
reliable resulta for ordinary sizes, provided the so-called 
constant is judiciously varied. The values for c, which have 
been found suitable for the sizes under discussion, vary from 
10 for the smallest to 7°5 for the largest. 


Diameter in inches = с * H. P. (normal) 
| revs. per min. 

In settling these values for c we have borne in mind 
that the machines under discussion, when used for crane 
work, with suitably altered windings, are asked to exert a 
torque fully 2 to 24 times the normal. 

Having settled the diameter of shaft through the com- 
mutator, we make it at least equal to this through the 
armature, and then step down to the journals at each side, 
allowing for the necessary shoulders; in this way a sbaft 
diameter through pulley end bush is arrived at, equal to 
about *80 of the diameter through commutator. The 
length of the journal can now be settled, figuring to obtain 
а normal value for the pressure per square inch with due 
allowance for the generally high speeds and possible increased 
pull due to eccentricity. Asa guide, we may say that the 
journal diameters obtained on these lines generally necessi- 
tate a length at the pulley end from 2} to 23 times the 
diameter. 

When the armature laminations are mounted directly on 
the shaft, it is necessary to allow for a key surface fully 50 
per cent. in excess of ordinary conditions. The surface 
against which these keys drive is composed of a series of 
extremely sharp edges which, if the pressure is at all exces- 
sive, very soon cut the key very badly. The play thus 
obtained enables them to score the shaft as well, and very 
soon the core becomes so loose as to necessitate rebuilding or 
the insertion of a new shaft. 

The commutator still affords the most difficult mechanical 
problem in dynamo construction, and the imperfections of 


that important part are responsible for a great proportion of - 


the trouble experienced. The insulation should, of course, 
be made up of mica and micanite only, and especially where 
high voltages are concerned, the length of path over the 
insulation, from current-carrying parts to frame, should be 
ample. 

The commutators should be built on sleeves, and these 
ought not ouly to be positively driven by means of a key, 
but also prevented from moving lengthways along the sbaft ; 
disregard of these rules leads to broken wires. If there is 
the slightest chance of the commutator getting very hot, 
lugs should be used. 

The use of carbon brushes is now general, but their per- 
fect operation depends greatly on absolute relative fixity of 
the segments ; this condition is difficult to satisfy, the more 
so when the number of sections is great. 

A hydraulic press is about the only tool that will compress 
the segments sufficiently, but it is a costly apparatus, and 
whilst its acquisition is justifiable for the construction of 
large machines, it might not pay makers of the smaller 
motors to go to such expense. Shrinking iron rings round 
the built-up commutator is objectionable, as it destroys the 
temper of the copper, and the rings must te cut through to 
be removed. Driving cold steel rings over the built-up 
segments requires э hydraulic presa. 

Commutators have worked loose which bave been most 
parefully put together, hut jj has always been possible to 


cure the defect: by running these commutators for some five 
or six hours under exaggerated working conditions. These 
can be obtained by clamping the commutator between 
wooden blocks, something after the style of & prony brake, 
preventing these from rotating aud driving the commutator 
at, say, 50 per cent. higher speed than normal. The 
pressure of the blocks can be adjusted so as to heat the 
commutator excessively. The lock nuts are gradually 
tightened as the whole cools, and the commutator trued up 
in the lathe after it has been fixed in position on the shaft. 

By making a practice of running all commutators under 
these conditione, lees labour could be expended on their 
building up, and cheap tools would suffice. OU өөө 

The next item to be considered is also one of vital im- 
portance to the successful running of these machines. The 
writer refers to the brush-gear. The extremely great 
variety of designs already points to the unsettled state of 
this question, The writer's experience goes to show that 
the conditions to be fulfilled are somewhat as follows :— : 

The moving parte should be as light as possible, and it 
is best for the carbon brush only to move, 

The current should be conveyed from the brush to the 
holder by means of copper strips or cables of ample section, 
and making perfect contact with both brush and holder. 
These strips or cables should not interfere with the free 
motion of the brush, which should be guided loosely in the 
holder box. = | 

The pressure keeping the brush up to ita work should be 
adjustable, and exerted as nearly as possible along the line 
of movement of the brush. С 4 

The width of the holder (its dimension perpendicular to 
the axis of the commutator) should be kept down as far as 
possible, which is equivalent to saying that the holder 
should be supported as near the brush as possible. 

A type of holder designed by the author is shown in 
fig. 18; it has been used for a number of years with 


Ур 


absolute success, and embodies all the points mentioned 
above. 

The figure shows the inclined type as used on dynamos or 
motors which are not required to reverse their direction of 
rotation. The radial type follows exactly the same lines. 
A number of short brushes are used side by side in the same 
holder with only a small clearance between them and a 
spring lever to each. The commutator should revolve 
against the inclination of the brush. 

The rockers should be of very rigid construction, and 
should hold the brush-holders in such a way as to preclude 
all possibility of twisting. The path over insulation 
from live portions to frame should again be long, as here also 
conducting dust accumulation is to be feared. 

Whilst on the subject of brushes, we might draw attention 
to the practice of so many consulting engineers to specify 
very carefully that the brushes should be of such a section 
as to oarry the line current at a density nob exceeding 30 
amperes per square inch. The writer fails to see the utility 
of such a clause, | 


{5 must he remembered that, according to the mature of 
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the winding, one or two or more segments under one brush will 
at some time during the process of commutation transmit to it 
the whole of the current, derived from the circnit to which 
they correspond, and provided the process of commutation 
is satisfactory, this will represent the maximum density in 
the brush. 

It is quite possible, by making the brush short but very 
wide, to easily fall within tbe 30. ampere limit, and yet 
obtain a very much greater current density in parts. 


(To be continued.) 


THE TRADE OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


A VERY important Blue- Book was issued a few days ago 
dealing with the above subject. Last January the Board of 
Trade sent Mr. Henry Birchenough out to study the position 
of affairs in the old and new colonies, and, spending most of 
his time in Johannesburg, the Special Commissioner also 
visited Capetown, the Eastern Province of Cape Colony, 
Kimberley, Lourenco Marques, and Bloemfontein, &c. Time 
did not permit of an inspection of Rhodesia, but much in- 
formation was gained from well-informed Rhodesians. The 
report now issued consists of two parts, dealing respectively 
with the trade of South Africa, and with the international 
competition for that trade. To show the importance of 
South Africa as a purchaser, Mr. Birchenough says :— 

The rapidity with which South Africa bas come to the front as a 
great market for British manufactures is almost startling. Ten 
years ago, іп 1893, Great Britain's exports to South Africa were 
valued ata little under nine millions; last year they almost reached 
26 millions. In 1898, South Africa stood sixth on the list of Great 
Britain’s customers; last year she stood second. She had left 
America, Germany, France, and Australia behind, and was only 
beaten by India. It is no rash prediction that this year she will 
pass India and stand first on the list as the largest buyer in the 
world of the produce and manufactures of the mother country. 

South Africa is already our best customer for mining 
machinery, cast and wrought-iron, and steel manufactures 
(neglecting other things outside our province) ; our second 
best customer for locomotives and iron and steel wire; and 
third on the list for angle, bar, and galvanised iron. The 
development must not be regarded as merely temporary, a 
reaction after the war. "The war, indeed, has been beneficial 
by raising credit; it weeded out the weak and insolvent 
firms, strengthening others. The common and natural 
error of thinking that the gold mining industry cf South 
Africa must be speculative and uncertain becaure the 
“ Kaffir " stock market is speculative and a gamble, must be 
carefully avoided. Given a sufficiency of labour, the gold 
mining financiers hope to be able to spend £50,000,000 in 
development and equipment during the next 15 years. 
Fresh mineral discoveries are being reported nearly every 
month : gold and copper bave been found in the Limpopo 


district ; coal near Spelonken ; silver, tin, and thorium near - 


Steynsdorp. The railway development which is impending 
is very large ; since the Netherlands Railway was transferred 
to Colonial control, all the orders have come to us; and 
soon there will be a great demand for electrical machinery 
and appliances, lighting and power plante, not only from the 
. railways, but on behalf of municipal authorities and private 
firms. It is necessary, however, to remember that there is 
an inflation of prices, and too many of more or less definitely 
organised “rings.” The general impression in South Africa 
is that the middlemen and distributors are taking too large 
a profit. It would be better that there should be a lowering 
of prices (and thus a decrease in the cost of living) ; for the 
greater volume of trade which would thereby ensue would 
compensate for the smaller profit on each transaction. The 
South African “conference” is very harmful to British trade; 
for, by the action of this British trust, it costs more than 
twice as much to ship one ton of goods from Southampton 
to the Cape as is charged for delivery from New York. 
Coming now to the question of foreign competition, Mr. 
Birchenough states that there are whole branches of trade 
where Great Britain stands supreme, other trades where we 
hold our own but encounter increasing specialised competi- 
tion, and a few branches where we are behind. We are 
completeiy beaten by Americans in agricultural implementa, 
and hard hit by them in electrical engineering and steel 


frame construction. America is our most important rival, 
but only about one-half of her importations is in competitive 
articles. The Americans limit their efforts to those branches 
of trade in which the natural resources of their country, or 
the similarity of conditions as between South Africa and the 
States, give them special advantages. German competition 
is much more general, but far less serious. Belgium and 
Switzerland, in the second rank, have to be reckoned with ; 
but, says Mr. Birchenough, “ еге is no brauch of engi- 
neering work in Johannesburg of which British manufacturers 
might not obtain an absolutely predominating share if they 
would lay themselves ont to study minutely the special needs 
of the market, modernise their methode, and display the 
vigour, enterprise, and adaptability which are shown by the 
beat of their rivals.” Some of the special causes of the 
success of foreign competition are : — 


Superiority of some natural resources. 

Experience in dealing with similar local conditions. 

Greater exercise of ingenuity and inventiveness. | 

Closer study of local requirements, resulting in the adaptation of 
goods to special local needs. 

Greater alertness and adaptability —less conservatism. 

Superiority of some business methods. 

Quicker delivery and closer adherence to contract dater. 

Adoption of standard types and standardieation of parts. 

Better finish and make-up. 

More scientific packing. 

Dumping in South Africa of surplus goods from prote:tei home 
markets, 

In the case of the engineering trades a better system of repre- 
sentation. 

The presence on the mines of American engineers favourably 
disposed to American machinery. 

The practice of German mining groups in giving their orders to 
German makers. 


And, finally, with the object of making most powerful our 
resistance to foreign competition, Mr. Birchenough lays 
special stress on the necessity for attention to the annexed 
suggestions :— 


1. A more carefal study on the part of British manufacturers of 
the local conditions and special requirements of the South 
African market. Nothing will stimulate this so much as the 
personal visite of principals and directors of British firme. 

2. In view of the great and increasing importance of the market, 
more vigour and enterprise in attacking those branches of trade in 
which we are weak, and less conservatism in general business 
methods. 

3. Better and more authoritative representation, especially in 
Johaunosburg, where direct representation is absolutely necossary. 
lf firms cannot afford a representative of their own, members of 
allied trades should combine and employ a man to represent them 
jointly. 

In the engineering trades, representatives should be men of both 
technical aud business training, and should be given as much 
discretion as possible in quoting prices for large contracts. 

4. A more liberal system of credit in Johannesburg involving a 
frank acceptance of the mines’ terms. Business should be financed 
from the British side and not in Johannesburg. 

5. Prompter delivery aud a closer adherence to contract dates. 

6. Larger stocks of standard types of machinery, of fittings, and 
of spare parts. 

7, Standardisation wherever possible. 

8 Greater attention to make-up and finish. 

9. More scientific pecking in all branches of trade. 

10. Further improvements in catalogues and advertisinz. 

11. More information to be given, especially to the engineers and 
buyers of Colonial Governments and municipalities. 

12. More attention to small details of all sorts. 

13. The training of British engineers to take a larger share of the 
most important posts io the mines. 

14. Maintenanc: in British hands of the financial control of as 
many undertakings as possible. 

15. The cheapening of production by the better and more modern 
organisation and equipment of works and manufactories. 

16. Uniformity of British and foreign freights. : 

17. Through rates and through bills of lading from the place of 
manufacture to destination. | 


REVIEWS. 


Engineer's Constants for the Slide Rule. By J. A. Burns. 
Birmingham : C. Combridge, New Street. 1903. Price 
9d. net. 


In this little pamphlet, after a brief explanation of the 


working of the rule, a variety of practical applications are 
described involving the use of special constante, and it is 


suggested that the user who frequently requires, certain 
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constants should mark their exact position on his slide rule. 
These constants can be calculated by each individual for 
himeelf, depending upon the particular class of work upon 
which he is engaged. The pamphlet concludes with a 
number of tables of weights and measures, including con- 
version tables, reprinted from the Practical Engineer 
Pocket-Book." It will be seen that the work is rather 
suggestive than informative; the idea upon which it is 
based is so obviously practical and commendable that further 
comment is unnecessary. 


The Slide Rule. By C. N. Pickwortx, Wh. Sch. Eighth 
Edition. Manchester: Emmott & Co., Ltd. 1908. 
Price 23. 


New editions of this useful manual have become an 
annual event, and this fact is sufficient to vouch for its 
excellence. The present issue has been considerably enlarged, 
and now contains matter relating to the use of log. -log. 
scales, special cursors, and the solution of algebraic equa- 
tions by a simple application of the slide rule, while the 
rest of the contents have been brought up to date. This 
hand-book is an invaluable companion to the rule, which in 
turn is indispensable to the engineer, whence it follows that 
every engineer should have a copy of the book. 


* Mechanical World” Pocket Diary and Year Book for 1904. 
Manchester: Emmott & Co., Ltd. Price 6d. net. 


This familiar handbook, now in its 17th year of publica- 
tion, hardly need be more than mentioned, as its merita are 
well known. The section on valve diagrams has been re- 
written, and a table of moduli of sections has been inserted, 
with & variety of other tables, relating to the weight of 
copper bars, stresses on bolts, steam and gas pipe fittings, 
bevel and spur gear formule, &c. The electrical section 
does not constitute a large proportion of the book, but is well 
arranged and accurate; the definitions of units are particu- 
larly commendable in these respects. 


Practical | Electrician's  Pockel-Book and Inary, 1904. 
Edited by H. T. Crewe. London: S. Rentell & Co, 
Ltd. (Electricity). Price 18. net. | 


The sixth edition of this pocket-book has been revised, 
and the article on polyphase working has been re-written. 
The volume is very neatly produced, and the matter, as has 
been said before, is mainly descriptive ; it should therefore 
be especially serviceable to the younger members of the elec- 
trical trades, and to those who wish to acquire general 
information relating to electrical matters. 


Electric Wiring Tables. By W. P. Maycock. London: 
Whittaker & Co. 1908. Price 3s. 6d. 


This is the second edition of the convenient little book of 
tables, originally brought out three years ago. It has been 
revised throughout, and the new wiring rules of the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers have been inserted, together with 
three new tables, one of which relates to the cable makers’ 
standards, and another belongs to the Institution rules. 
This is in truth a “ pocket-book —small enough for the 
waistcoat pocket—and is a very handy and useful companion 
to the engineer engaged in installation work. 


* Practical Engineer” Pocket-Book, 1904. Manchester : 
Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. Price 1s. net. 


This is the sixteenth edition of the pocket-book, which 
has, ав usual, been revised and brought up to date. Articles 
on the Stirling water-tube boiler and the Daimler motor have 
been added, and the section on Patents and Patent Law has 
been re-written by au expert. Since we first knew this pub- 
Jication—in its earliest days—it has undergone a remark- 
able development, and the practical assistance that we 
have derived from it in days gone by enables us to 
«peak with confidence of its usefulness. It now com- 
prises -over 550 pages of reading matter, and there are 
few subjects. within its scope upon which it does not 
Contain information. Naturally, this book contains little 


— Fowler's Mechanical Engineer's Pocket- Book, 1904. 


upon electrical matters, which are dealt with in a separate 
volume. We may remark that the figures given on p. 585 
with reference to the efficiency of electrical transmission are 


somewhat behind the times; the combined efficiency of 72 


per cent. for the engine and dynamo, belt-driven, should be 
replaced by 85 per cent. for a coupled plant, or, at the worst, 
80 per cent., and an over-all efficiency of at least 60 per 
cent., instead of 49} per cent., from the engine to the 
haulage rope is more reasonable. 


© Practical Engineer” Electrical Pocket-Book and Diary, 


1904. Manchester: Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Price 1e. net. 


The present issue—the fifth annual edition—has been 
enlarged by the addition of the standards for electrical con- 
ductors, recommended by the Cable Makers’ Association, 
further data on conduit wiring and new types of electrical 
instruments, &c. We note that most of the defects to 
which we referred in our last review of this book have been 
removed, though an obsolete type of Aron meter is still 
described. For Bastain," on p. 90, read Bastian." The 
multi-polar dynamo described on p. 122 is wholly out of 
date. and, moreover, is an alternator. Much of the dynamo 
section is antiquated and of little use ; but it is impossible, 
of course, to find room in a small book of this kind for 
detailed treatment of such subjects. Silicon is now spelt 
silicom, on р. 281. It is incorrect to say, of modern 
moving coil galvanometers, that the current strength is 
proportional to the tangent of the angle of deflection, as 
on p. 67. The matter, as a whole, savours rather of the 
academical, although the tables are as practical as could be 
wished, and by virtue of the latter the book will no doubt 
be useful to many. 


The Ambulance Vade-Mecum. 
25th edition. 
3d. : 
This capital little pocket-guide to First Aid" to the 

injared and sick ought to be found in every factory, work- 
shop and power station; in the most concise, yet clear, 
manner possible it gives simple instructions for the allevia- 
tion of pain and the prompt treatment of bodily injuries, 
poisoning, burns, &c., pending the arrival of medical aid. 
There is a sbort section on electrical accidents, mdinly 
directed to safe methods of removing the victim from the 
circuit, his restoration being effected by the treatment 
separately prescribed for drowning. We heartily commend 
this vade-mecum to the notice of engineers engaged in prac- 
tical work. 


By J. F. SUTHERLAND, M.D. 
London: Houlston & Sons. 1903. Price 


Edited 
ру W. Н. FowrER, Wh. Sc., M. Inst. C. E. Manchester: 
Scientific Publishing Co. Price 1e. 6d. net. 


Apart from the usual revision and small additions to this 
pocket- book, the main feature of the new edition is the gas 
engine section, which bas been re-written aud now forms a 
very complete epitome of th; theory and practice of this 
subject. A rather careless repetition occurs on p. 247, 
where three-quarters of a page is entirely reprinted, although 
it occurs also on pp. 242-3. Oil engines are also dealt 
with. А section on electric cranes is of interest, and there 
is a short section on electrical unite, but general information 
on electrical matters is relegated to a companion publication. 


THE UNION ELECTRICITY CO.8 SINGLE- 
PHASE TRACTION EXPERIMENTS. 


THE following particulars relating to the single-phase motor 
for electric railway traction, designed by the Union Elek- 
trizitäts-Gesellschaft, of Berlin, to which we referred in our 
leading article on the 13th inst., may be of interest to our 
readers. Ав we have often pointed ont, for long-distance 
main line working, the electric power must be delivered to 
the train at high pressure, in order to secure economy in 


working and upkeep and low capital cost; the use of direct 


t . 8 
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current for this purpose involves difficulties which are prac- 
tically insuperable, while the polyphase system labours under 
inherent disadvantages which, while not insuperable— witness 


Fra. 1.—Мотов-Слв Equieprp wrra BSrNGLE-PHASE MoTonBs. 


the Valtellina railway—are yet of very serious importance. 
The hopes of invencors, therefore, centred upon the single- 
phase system, which was free from mauy of the drawbacks of 
the rival systems, but shared what was, perhaps, the most 
weighty of all—the lack of a perfectly suitable motor. 


Fic. 2.— Uxiow Co.'8 SrxarLE-PHASB MOTOR rog TRACTION. 


The Union Co., in the persons of Messrs. Winter and 
Eichberg, was among the number who tackled the problem, 
and now has two trial lines running with single-phase motors. 
One is a short section in the yard of the company’s works, of 


Fro. 3.—Union Co.'s Srixgrg-PHASE Мотов ron TRACTION. 


the ordinary street tramway type ; it is supplied with single- 
phase current at 40 cycles per second, 600 volts, The test. 
oar is equipped with two 40-H. P. motors, and the oontroller 
in exactly similar to that naed for direct onrrent ; an electric 


brake, obtained by short-circuiting the motore, is also used. 

This car is the first to be constructed of a batch of 20 

ordered from the company in March last by the National 
‚ Light Railways Co., of Brussels. 

The second line runs between Johannisthal and Spindlers- 
feld, and is a part of the Prussian State Railways, which 
has been placed at the disposal of the company for 
the purpose of the experiments. The line is 4-1 km. in 
length, of single track, with only one intermediate station. 
Since August last, the trial car has been in regular service; 
& view of it is given herewith, together with illustrations of 
the motors, which are rated at 125 H.P. each. The car 
weighs 52 tons, of which 6 tons are due to the electrical 
equipment; it is provided with two motors, both mounted 
on the same truck, and a controller at each end. Current is 
collected by two short bows, and passes through automatic 
circuit breakers and fuses. There is a small transformer in 
the car, from which power to drive the air pump and the 
controllers, and to supply the lighting service, is derived. 
There are no variable-resistance coils. 

The motors are designed for a pressure of 6,000 volte and 
a frequency of 25 cycles per second, and are permanently 
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connected in parallel. Their efficiency at full speed is some- 
what lers than that of D.C. motors, but this is made up for 
by the large amount of energy which the latter waste in 
atarting. The characteristic curves of the motors are given 
herewith. 

The 6,000-volt pressure is applied only to part of tbe 
exciting apparatus and the stationary part of the motors ; 
elsewhere the pressure does not exceed 190 volts For 
lighting purposes, the pressure is reduced by the small trans- 
former to 85 volts, supplying the lamps in parallel; the 
latter are ordinary glow lamps, and show no flicker, in spite 
of the low frequency. 

Power is supplied to the trains by an overhead wire at 
6,000 volts, the return being formed by the raile. The 
trolley wire is suspended at frequent intervals from one or 
more longitudinal bearer wires in such a way as to be prac- 
tically level throughout, in spite of the catenary of the bearers ; 
farther, in case of a break in the wire, the end cannot hang 
down low enough to endanger the lives of the railway staff. 

Thanks to the possibility of supplying electricity at the 
full line pressure to the motors, with the exception of about 
ith part of the power, which is transformed down for 
excitation, the apparatus carried on the car is light and the 
efficiency is maintained at a high value, The comparatively 
high frequency which can he used with the Union motor— 
up to 60 cycles per second—is also a great advan both 
in faolliteting the lighting of the trains and in ens the 
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supply of power to be obtained from stations designed for 
the general supply of lighting and power. The elimination 
of rotary converter sub-stations entirely, and the redaction in 
the number of transformer stations required, thanks to the 
high pressure practicable, are obvious and most important 
advantages, while the simplicity of a single overhead wire, 
carrying only a small current, is of fandamental importance. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received after first post on Wednesday morning cannot appear 
until the following week. 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plants. 


Permit us to assure Mr. Wilkinson that we have not 
intended to insinuate anything beyond what we have said in 
our letter. We called the statements extracted from his 
paper misleading, because these incorrect statements were 
largely used in his argument. As he does not in his reply 
dispute the inaccuracies, the remarks in our previous letter 
still apply to the facts. Mr. Wilkinson is evidently not 
aware of the extent to which superheated steam is being 
used with  reciprocating engines in central stations. 
Hundreds of our engines working under superheat, some for 
four or five years, show that the troubles Mr. Wilkinson 
anticipates are purely imaginary. 

Our triple-expansion engines expressly built to use super- 
heat without risk, have shown benefits so great that nearly 
all up-to-date central station engineers have in their 
specifications insisted on superheat for some time past. 

The difficulty with the turbine under superheat is due to 
the expansion which necessitates & considerable increase of 
the usual clearance to avoid the risk of stripping the blades 
when the maximum possible superheat comes on. This might 
be arranged for if thesuperheat could be kept constant, but as 
this is impossible, there must, on account of the excessive 
clearance, be а large increase of leakage under the normal 
working conditions. 

We accept Mr. Barker's correction of Mr. Wilkinson's 
mistake. Mr. Barker, however, is wrong in his further 
remarks. Results have been published in one or two papers 
of the trials of a 500-Kw. Parsons turbo-alternator, running 
at 2,500 revolutions with 140 lbs. steam without superheat, 
from which it will be seen that the actual benefit per inch of 
vacaum runs out as follows :— 


Vacuum. Loss or gain. 
29 in. ооо ооо eee eee eee 
28 in. iss ЕЕ к. .. 485 per cent. 
24 in. Р 898 s .. 473 Y 
25 in. n m i *. 4˙2 i 
26 in. NT P bee .. 4°38 » 
27 in. -— s ps e. 3°75 an 
28 in. "T 3:9 


engineer, whose vacuums do occasionally go down to 28 in. 
or 24 in., instead of the 27 in. to 28 in., at which we all 
aim, how big a loss he may look forward to if circumstances 
wil not permit him to keep his vacuum approximately 
perfect. 

Now we have taken from the above table 13:2 as an 
approximate figure for the 4 in. from 27 in. downwards, and 
this is about correct. Mr. Barker gives 2 per cent. loss per 
inch at 24 in., but this certainly should be doubled if we 
have to accept Mr. Parsons’s figures, and Mr. Barker's 
inferences will consequently be incorrect. . 

A number of our engines have been re-tested after several 
years’ work, and we would call Mr. Barker’s attention to Mr. 
Minshall's paper, published in the Proceedings of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, Vol. cli., issued March, 1908, 
where such re-test results, under unimpeachable and ex- 
perienced expert supervision are given, and show an improve- 
ment and not a loes of efficiency after years of working. 
This is not an isolated instance, but the usual result, and 
naturally so, as the steam wearing surfaces of a reciprocating 


engine are easily kept efficient. With the steam turbine on 


the other hand, the continual increase of clearance going on, 
due to wear or distortion of blades, must cause continous loss 
of efficiency from the time the first test result is made until 
new blades are fitted. What this lost may amount to exactly 
it is difficult to say, but as Mr. Wilkinson prefers to compare 
resulte * under actual daily working conditions " and tohave 
* the outcome of everyday practice," we submit the following 
table, giving the resulte of a year's working of all the pro- 
vincial central stations we know of where steam turbines are 
used to any extent for electric lighting :— 


| 
| і 
Coal and Oil, waste 
kw. | Total | other | and | бзш. | оом 
Station. capa-| unite .fuel. | stores. | 
city. sold. { 
Pence per unit sold. 

Steam Turbines :— | | | : 
Blackpool .. | 3,060 2,169,468 | 91) = 10) æ | 1°62) cg | 1176) © 
Newoastle District 2.500 1,619,871 | 69 5 12 3 | 01:22| | 1°68 D 
Cambridge 3,500 419,005 66 © 14% 157 0 Q40 | «o 
Scarborough .. | 1,085 431,777 | 85 9 *03 (- 50 | 1:61 | 5 | 2°66 - & 
West Bromwich.. | '650, 995844 | 55/2) n É 1.10 |179 Я 
Morecambe —.. | 700 | 209,967 |128| S | 14 è 26116 | 881! f 
Melton Mowbray 150 48,749 | 98 « | 12) ^ 2191 <4 | 805) < 

High Speed Reciproca- | | 

ting Steam Engines : | . | - 
Leeds ee .. | 8,740 ' 4,448,660 *28 | wg O03 ic | °62 89 y 
Halifax .. | 8,000 | 2,657,548 | 8 8 108 | 1009/2 147 85 
Bootle „ә ee 850 1,619, 129 41 v 03 o 70 Ф 1 88 — 
Taunton .. .. | 1,080 646,278 | 70 1 "06 - & 1:05 Fi 1518 
Dar wen | 900) 545,556 | -65/ 5 | 10 E 1.10 8 rJ Ф 
King’s Lynn "^ 520 286,679 | 659 > 091 > | 1:26) $ 175 Ф 
Salisbury .. s 200 180,222 | °46) < 07) < |191) < 180 = 


| 


The figures are taken from the latest official returns pub- 
lished in the electrical papers, and for comparison, we give 
from the same official returns an equal number of stations 
with reciprocating engines under approximately similar cir- 


cumstances as to costs of labour, fuel, output, &c. The 


results are interesting, and show that the steam turbine 
stations on the average are quite 50 per cent. worse than the 
reciprocating engine stations, not only in the fuel used but 
in the total cost per unit of electricity produced. | 

These officials returns, if brought up to date, might pos- 
sibly modify the results in favour of the reciprocating 
engine or otherwise by a decimal point or so, but the supe- 
riority shown by the reciprocating engine is too large to 
enable steam turbine advocates to quibble it away at pre- 
sent. We may say that the reciprocating engine stations 
have been chosen by us with as much absence of bias as 
possible, and we might have selected, for example, 38 stations 
showing an average of 41d. for fuel cost, instead of the 
51d. we have accepted for comparison sake. These figures 
are the only official. ones at present published, and they 
should, in our opinion, at least give panse to the enthusiasts 
who want to rush the steam turbine for central station work. 

Turbine enthusiasts appear to lose sight of the fact that 
the steam engine has not been standing still during the last 
few years, but has been largely improved by the judicious 
use of superheated steam in specially designed engines. The 
reciprocating steam engine, in fact, is still far ahead of either 
gas engines or turbines for economy of fuel on the average 
station loads, and for comfort and reliability of running, on 
which the reputation of the station more immediately 
depends, there is no question as to the superiority of the 
steam engine. 

For Belliss & Morcom, Ltd. 
ALFRED Мовсом, Managiug Director. 


Birmingham, November 18th, 1903. 


THE Record. 


[The anti-climax to the account of The Greatest Electric 
Shock on Record," in our issue of November 13th.—E»s. | 


For sheer ornamentalism, with details that none but an 
American paper would publish, the cake has been taken by 
a page of the Sunday issue of the New York Herald 
(November Ist last) On this side we have had nothing 
like it—for which we may be truly thankful—not least, 
those members of the Institution who discussed the papers 
by Major-General Webber, Mr. Aspinall, and Mr. Trotter 
early last year. The details are, in more senses than 


one, shocking. To commence with the headlines, which 
read: 


“ Alive after 8,300 volta through his brain.” 
* Astounding Survival of Frederick Flad from Tre- 
mendons Shock.” 
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* His Fearful Visions of Hell and Demons." 


Below these are various illustrations, a centre-piece sug- - 
gesting an electric (?) belt advertisement, external and 
internal views of the Kingsbridge power house, a clothed - 
portrait of the victim, and a photograph of the injured 


parts (unclothed) which might have appeared in the Lancet, 
or have been decently hidden from the public gaze in the 
reproductions of a medical museum. 

Then follows the **copy."  Exigencies of space and the 
decencies of journalism necessitate the collecting of gems of 
scientific description and the ruthless omission of those 
portions which any English sub-editor would have rejected 
as blasphemous. 

„He was holding up a joint of iron pipe condvit . . . . 
at the time which a workman named Mallory was measuring 
it, when a plank on which Flad stood tipped. To save 
himself from falling on a nest of deadly wires below, he 
threw up his arms to get his balance, touched other wires, 
and like a thunderbolt, twice the voltage required for elec- 
trocution in Sing Sing prison, shot throngh the insulation 
and through his body. | 

* Flad straightened up, and as he stiffened like a corpse 
his head came near enough to still other wires above to form 
& oomplete circuit. Mallory saw a stream of blue flame 
18 in. long and 6 in. wide roaring out of Flad's head with 
the noise of a trolley car. He saw the flame melting the 
iron pipe above, and the molten metal dropping white and 
hissing on the back of his head. How could the man be 
saved? . . Men and clothing steaming with perspiration 


were perfect conductors of the awful current. . . . Mallory ~ 


was an expert. . Instantly, like a catapult, he hurled 


himself headlong against the paralysed burning man, broke. 
the circuit, and they both tumbled to the floor together. . . .. 


A dozen electricians leaped to his side, took in the situation, 
and while Flad was still roasting and smoking, began the 
resuscitation methods used in cases of drowning... . 
The great engines, big enough to run an ocean steamer, 
were throbbing and thundering; the big dynamos were 
roaring like a tornado, and the brushes bathed in blue flame 


were sending their currents to all the lines between Harlem 


and Yonkers. . . . Traffic could not stop, even for a dying 


man. . . Fully one-half of this Niagara of bolt lightning 
had passed through the human body over which strong men. 


were working and a clergyman praying." 


Omitting the irrelevant, if not irreverent matter, we can 


peruse some more of the opinions that the indefatigable 
reporter collected respecting this matter. 
after some figuring, that the voltage which had shot through 
Flad's body was three times greater than the current re- 
quired to run an elevated train. The current that flamed 
from Flad's head would have run 50 cars on the suburban 
lines, or 100 ordinary Broadway cars. . . . All agree that 
по case on record can compare with Flad’s, No man, they 
say, ever received half the number of volts through his body, 
and lived on. 
still coming out of him. . . Friends declare that, 
when standing on a wet pavement, if they touch him they 
are shocked." 


After the vivid description of the 18 x 6 blue flame roaring 


out of Flad’s head, the end of this veracions narrative, 
with ita remarks anent a lawsuit between Flad and his 
employers, is lamentably prosaic. | 
It ів, perhaps, а comfort to reflect that there are yet depths 

to which our non-technical but popular journalism has not 
descended. The nearest we have got to the milder of the un- 
quoted parts suggests a patent medicine advertisement, while 
the whole savours of a sale, on the instalment system, of an 
Encyclopedia. To misquote Kipling :— 

It is not pretty, 

It certainly isn’t scientific, 

But, do they call it art ? 

Turris, 


Electric Shocks on Flat-Back Switchboard. 


The struggles for life and the miraculous hair-breath 
escapes behind the н.т. switchboard on the Canadian- 
American plant at Parnaby ba, Brazil, recorded by Mr. Davids 
in your last issue should serve as a useful lesson in switch- 
board practice and a fitting example of the danger experi- 
enced on faulty designs. It must also appeal to many 
engineers in this country with a sense of gratitude to our 


„An expert said, 


Flad told me that electricity was. 


+ 


British firms, who, in spite of the extra cost thereby involved, 
have set themselves steadfastly against switchboards with 
backs and such-like dangerous places. Imagine, for in- 
stance, to what extent the death-roll on switchboards in this 
country would have been increased if the two or three bun- 
dred odd н.т. switchboards installed by Messrs. Ferranti had 
been of the type used at Parnabyba instead of the safer cel- 
lular backless switchgear which has hecome standardised 
with us. 

It would be interesting if you could publish an illustra- 
tion of the switchboard described by your correspondent, 
showing the front and back cf this apparatus with the old 
metal and new wooden framework. If I may add a word of 
advice, I would urge your correspondent nct to be deluded 
into thinking that the protection and safety essential to such 
work is ensured by only replacing the metal framework by 
wood. Flat-back switchboards in this country have been 
made with wooden frames, and their unreliability has been 
proved by the fact that a number of them have been te- 
placed by cellular backless switchgears. Islington may be 
quoted as an example. A wooden framework does not give all 
that is required to correct the glaring faults which are inherent 
to the flat-back switchgear design. These faults endanger 
the life of attendants, and are conducive to disuster by fiie. 


H. W. C. 


— — cet 


The Presidential Address and the Edison Battery. 


I notice Mr. R. Kaye Gray, in his Presidential address, 
delivered to the Institution of Electrical Engineers on 12th 
Inst., referred to the Edison nickel-iron cell, which he said 
“ appeared to be on the verge of adoption on a commercial 
scale. He is further reported to have declared that * there 
seems to be no question that the cells have fulfilled the 
claims ' made for them, and that their introduction in. 
quantity will give an immense impetus to the electric 
automobile industry, and even to accumulator traction in 
general." 

Might I ask Mr. Gray to what claims he refers? Is it to 
the claims with which we have grown familiar in the daily 
press during the past two or three years, such as that the 
new batteries can be put into half the space cf the lead 
battery, or that they give as large an output as the latter, 
with half the weight? Such claims have been repeatedly 
advanced, and if this is what Mr. Gray means, it would be 
interesting to learn the nature of the evidence on which his 
assertion is based. 

It is exceedingly difficult to ascertain what are Mr. 
Edison's own claims for his battery ; and if, as ore would 
seem justified in inferring from his remarks, Mr. Gray has 
any special or definite information on the subject, I think 
the public would be glad to learn its exact nature. 

Such figures as have been published by the Edison Cc. 
appear to show that the new battery—at any rate, ив manu- 
factured at present—develops less power, weight for weight, 
than the best lead batteries in use for automobile purposes, 
and requires at least 50 per cent. more space than the latter, 
besides being much more expensive. 

We have heard so often and for such a long time that the 
battery is on the verge of adoption on à commercial scale," 
that one may be excused for receiving the latest report cum 
grano salis, even though it emanates from such a distinguished 
source as the President of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. 

David Smith, 
Secretary, Electrical Power Storage Co., Ltd. 


London, November 18th, 1908. 


Electricity — India—4A Correction. 


Allow me to comment on your Bombay correspondent’s 
article in your issue of October 9th, page 600, in the whole 
of which there is scarcely a correct statement. | 

There has not been a single fatal accident from overhead 
tramway wires; the “repeated deaths” from this cause 
are an absolute fiction, 

Madras did not follow Calcutta, the tramways there having 
been electric for many years. 

The consent of the local authority is not a condition pre- 
cedent (or otherwise) to the grant of a license) under the 
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Indian Electricity Act, 1903, The regulations, of which he 
gives copious extracte, have not come into force. 

Finally, the control of what he calls “ private installation s ” 
has been in the hands of Government since the passing of 
Act XIII. of 1887. 


Calcutta. 


X. Y. Z. 


An Early Start. 


With reference to your paragraph in last week’s notes, 
^ Who are H. W. Bramley & Co., electrical engineers? 
I beg to state that being struck with the miserable sallary 
earned by a junior engineer, and being the fortuneate possessor 
of the nescessary capital, I turned my efforts to a venture 
in this direction. Shurley this offered brighter prospects 
than the centeral station? At any rate, it afforded mea 
respectable income and a rapidly-increasing high-class 
business. As regards thd claim of £4 15. 6d. for repairs 
done to bycicle, I will only say the way in which the nescessary 
work was carried out, would be a to the smallest 
firm of cycle engineers, leave alone a so-called Imperial 
Motor Car Co. | 


Н. W. Bramley. 
Шога, November 23rd, 1903. 


Our correspondent might with advantage have completed 
his education—at any rate to the fifth standard of the 
Board Schools—before starting & high class business.— EDs. 
ELEc. REv.] 


Main Line Electric Traction. 


I think it will be generally agreed that, as “ Multiple 
Supply ” says, the best solution of the main line electrification 
problem is the combination of the new single-phase motor 
(assuming that it is as perfect as it is said to be), with 


what he calla the multiple supply" system, a system for 


which he has apparently taken steps to obtain patente. I 
have read the article in your issue of the 6th inst., to which 
„Multiple Supply“ refers, and in which the multiple supply 
system is described, and should like to point out that I hold 
a patent for the very same arrangement of alternating 
current supply and batteries on the trains described therein, 
80 that the idea is not quite new. 


: C. H. R. Thorn. 
London, S.W., November 21st, 1908. 


The Latest Dodge in Dumping. 


It may be of interest to your readers to learn the latest 
method employed by a Continental firm for getting their 
goods on the English market. Twelve months ago a Ger- 
man accumulator company made a great effort, by means of 
& nice catalogue printed in English, and numerous and 
pushing agents, to persuade the English contractors to buy 
their goods at almost any price short of giving them away, 
and certainly at a price which appeared to represent baie 
cost of raw material and labour. It is a pleasure to record 
that contractors in this country preferred to buy in the Home 
Markets goods of which they knew something, so that the 
effort was apparently a failure. 

There now appears another pretty catalogne, with even 
lower prices, dated March, 1903, and bearing the name of a 
company with an aggressively British title and with a 
London address. On comparing this catalogue with the 
first one, referred to above, there is not the least doubt that 
they proceed from the sume source, as they are practically 
identical except for obviously studied alterations. 

It is within the writer's knowledge that representatives 
taking this catalogue round to the Trade are, when ques- 
tioned on this point, hinting vaguely at works which 
either are or will be in the North of England," but as the 
goods are all quoted f.o.r. English port, this seems open to 
question. 


It is to be hoped that buyers of accumulators will not be 
taken in by this dodge, and deluded into thinking that they 
are supporting home industries, because they are dealing with 
а company having such a very all-British name. | 


An English Battery Maker. | 


Destractors and Electricity Works. 


I have just read your leaderette on Mr. Schofield’s paper, 
and I desire once again to draw attention to the fallacy 
which seems to be so common in regard to the stoking of 
refuse in combined electricity and dust destructor works. 
Both Mr. Schofield and yourselves appear to consider that 
the cost of stoking the refuse should be charged to the elec- 
tricity works as a set-off against the steam value. This is 
not so, and cannot be so, ав a dust destructor is erected, 
generally speaking, for the purpose of destroying refuse, and 
the refuse will have to be stoked whether the destractor is 
combined with electricity works or not. The value of the 
steam annot therefore be stated in terms of the cost of 
labo for stoking. Ав а fact, the cost of stoking in well- 
de: aed combined works, so far as coal-fired boilers are 
co.. -erned, is considerably reduced, and in addition to getting 
the steam as a by-product costing practically nothing, there 
is a gain also in a reduced wages bill. 

If the cost of stoking the refuse is to be debited against 
the electricity works, why not the capital charges upon the 
cost of erecting the dust destructor, and also other charges 
incidental to the working of the destructor ? 

Looking at the question from a broader standpoint than 
а mere departmental one, if an appreciable quantity of steam 
is raised from the burning of the refuse, and can be usefully 
employed in the electricity works, surely it һава certain coal 
value which must be directly gained by the ratepayers, 
providing always that no additional cost has been incurred 
by combining the undertakings. 

The whole quc'tion is a little involved, and I bope 
shortly to have e opportunity of dealing very fully 
with it. 


London, E.C., November 20th, 1903. 


W. P. Adams. 


[W are much indebted to our correspondent for -his 
persiste. efforta to set us right, and look forward to his 
“dealing very fully with the whole question," which he 
considers to be “a little involved." | 

If the facta be that a sanitary department charges the elec- 
tricity works with the costs of stoking the refuse, there is no 
fallacy, either on our or Mr. Schofield’s part, in comparing 
these costs with the steam value of the refuse. 

Mr. Adams appears to think that the steam generated in. 
the destructor boilers is a bye-prodact which costs nothing, 
and should be treated by the electricity works as a free gift. 
But the sanitary department has a perfect right, and has 
sufficient common sense, to charge a proper price for any 
steam delivered to the electricity works. 

When our correspondent finds the opportunity to “deal 
very fully with this involved question," might we suggest 
that he do not fail to note that a boiler and economiser, with 
its accessory piping, &c., are not essential to the burning of 
refuse, and therefore steam is not a free and indispensable by- 
product; and that a destructor worked as a destructor, and 
not ав a steam raiser for a small electricity works, might 
easily be from half to one-third the size required in the 
latter case, in that it could work continuously, and therfore 
more efficiently. We reserve further comment until the 
fuller treatment by our correspondent justifies it.—Eps. 
ELEC. Rkv.] 


Technical Instruction. 


Permit me, as an old reader of the REVIEW, to point out 
that whilst the letter of your correspondent dealing with 
technical instruction has a very high value as grievance 
literature, it only turns inside out a sixth place decimal part 
of that anomaly, miscalled technical training." 

Now, according to Mr. Swinbourne, if science is to be 
worthy of the name, it must be “(knowledge of nature 
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utilised by man.” Admitting the complete truth of this 
statement, a simple process of reasoning drives a thinking 
and keenly observant mind to the conclusion that most of 
the technical instruction, so-called, in this country is an 
absolute farce, due, in no small measure, to the science 
masters who have the appointing of instructors, who are 
moulded according to their own wretched notions of what 
constitutes orthodox qualification, i. e., a certificate from 
some recognised institute of technology. But, Sir, does not 
the possessor of this precious piece of parchment know what 
happens when a piece of glassis rubbed with cat's fur ?—вех 
no object. And just think for one moment what an enormous 
technical value the expert manipulating of pith balls has in 
the fitting of a student of electrical engineering for a fight in 
after life in the world of engineering, the fierceness of which 
he has not yet even dreamt of. Yet how many of there 
graduates know how to apply Ohm's law to practical pro- 
blems, dealing with the modern design and construction of 
electrical apparatus? I до not know оѓ any. Of course, this 
is a negligible essential, the science master’s * book is 
quite sufficient, not omitting, of course, the cat's fur and 
pith bell exercises. | 

Yet, le& à man with 20 years' experience, covering almost 
the whole range of engineering—electrical and mechanical— 
and a mind stored with Goodeve, Parshall and Hobart, &c., 
compete with one of these cat’s fur men for a vacant position, 
and 99 times out of 100 he will be unsuccessful. 

Reason, if we let it perform its proper function, divides 
all knowledge into two quantities—usefal and useless. 
There is no half-way house about it; and sorted out upon 
this basis, your modern graduate of technological institutes 
becomes a mere tinker, and a human encyclopædia of use- 
less information. 

Аге, 


[Again we must point out that our correspondent goes 
too far. That the qualifications of technical instructors are 
too often deficient we agree; that science masters are all 
fools is an absurd suggestion.— Eps. ELEC. REV. ] 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


Your correspondent ** В. A." in last week's issue, who 
modestly writes as a “small man” with a fear that his 
ultimate destiny is in running a baked potato can, necd have 
no fear of exclusion from a consultant’s invitations to tender 
if his work is satisfactory, und provided that the said small 
man is known. 

In the event of the suggested arrangement being adopted 
of issuing specifications to six electrical firms, the small man 
need not necessarily be left out, but would be called upon 
periodically to quote when work was required with which he 
was able to deal. 

Naturally, for an extremely large job a small сопігасіог 
would not be asked to tender, and the same applies under 
existing circumstances; and if a small contractor is not 
known, then the surest way of impressing the knowl-dge of 
his existence upon consulting engineers is to apply for 
membership to the London Electrical Contractors’ Associa- 
tion, lists of whose members are shortly being issued to con- 
sulting engineers. 

Edw. J. Hogan. 
Hon. Secretary. 

London Electrical Contractors’ Association. 

November 28rd, 1908. 


The Broadness of Electrical Engineering. 


I am quite prepared to admit the fascination of electrical 
engincering as pointed out by Mr. E. Kilburn Scott, but T 
should like to know how tho young engineer is to obtain all 
this and yet remember that Lis main object is to make a 
decent living. 

Take the case of an engineer who has been out of his 
apprenticeship about three or four years, during which 
period it has been, and still is, an open question which is 
going to be the best for him to pursue; viz, single or 
polyphase alternating, two-wire, or three-wire direct, &c. 

He cannot follow them all and have a practical experience 
of them, unless he care to be always working for experience 
and no salary, and this becomes a trifle monotonous in time. 


A Young Engineer. 


The Functions of the I. E. E. 


It appears to me that Mr. Gray’s remarks regarding the 
proper scope of the Institution of Electrical Engineers have 
been, to some extent, misunderstood by the electrical Press. 

I would, at any rate, venture to express my own view on 
the subject with every deference to those who differ with 
me. ln my opinion, the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
should, in accordance with the terms of its charter, be all 
sufficiently concerned with the technical work of an elec- 
trical engineer, leaving the business side of all questions in 
the hands of those who are responsible for the administrative 
and commercial working of their respective electrical under- 
takings. J am quite ready to admit that more often than 
not the successful engineer is successful because he 
а business mind, or has had a commercial training. That, 
however, is no argument against a separate association for 
dealing with the business aspect of things electrical ; and 
anyone who is serving in the double capacity of director (or 
manager) on the one hand, and engineer on the other, would 
naturally seek attachment. with both headquarters, 

I venture to suggest that a great deal of the work that 
certain prominent members of the Institution are engaged 
upon їп connection with pressing claims for revising legisla- 
tion and such-like, is far more connected with their interesta 
as business men than as engineers, and that, as there is an 
abundance of such work ahead, it would be as well if a 
eeparate body were formed to attend to it. 

The very constitution of the Institution shows that ite 
work is really strictly technical. Thus, those who are only 
associated with electrical work from в commercial point of 
View, are classed as Associates ; yet obviously these, rather 
than those who have attained academic or technical 
distinction, are the most suited for urging legislative 
reforms. 

Again, it has been suggested that the proposed tariff 
reforms should be discussed in their relation to electrical 
work ; but here again, surely those who would be best 
adapted to represent the Institution are the “ men of affairs "' 
rather than those who, as distinguished engineers or elec- 
trical savants, are prominent members of council, or vice- 
presidents. Tariff reform on an Imperial basis is a subject 
I myself have been very deeply interested in for some years, 
but not as an electrical engineer any more than as a mere con- 
sumer of bread, and I should certainly not look to an 
Institution of Electrical Engineers to take the matter up. 
On the other hand, I should expect an association concerned 
with the commercial aspect of electrical undertakings to 
inquire into the matter in connection with their interests— 
and with useful results. 

We might surely do worse than note the way such 
irstitutions as the Institution of Civil Engineers regard the 
difference between technical (or scientific) work on the one 
hand, and business on the other. 

Certainly, if a ** Temple of Engineering" were ever to be 
realised, that—as a sort of enormous trades union, of the 
right type, to guard and agitate the interests of all the 
trades concerned in any form of civil engineering 
(mechanical, railway, electrical, &c.)—would be the most 
suitable channel for dealing with reforms, associated 
with the business, as opposed to the technical, side 
of electrical work. Meanwhile, there wuuld appear 
to Ыз ample scope for an association to take up the 
interests of commercial electricity " as distinct from 
the interests of those who, as engineers, render electricity a 
ворје: of commerce. I am aware, however, that a new 
boly such as I speak of would, at first, be open to the 
objection of carrying less weight in nane; but it would be 
more in accordance with reason. | 

. Charles Bright. 

Westminster, November 24th, 1903. 


Jointless Section Induction Coils, 


In reply to Mr. Leslie Miller's remarks in the Erxc- 
TRICAL REVIEW of the 20th inst. (following the order of his 
letter), I beg to point cut that at the recent meeting of the 
Róntgen Society to which he refers, I produced the tools used 
for the single wire sections in the special coil for Mr. Daines in 
1868. "The tools were passed round the room, and presum- 
ably seen by Mr. Miller. He makes reference to what he 
calls the insulation in my coils, asserting that it is far 
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less than is the case—instead of being leas than the example 
he gives of sectional insulation, it is many times greater, 
as I determined by special test on Friday last. 

I must maintain my views, already expressed, in reference 
to the effect of compression on a soft insulator. 

It is, perhaps, unncessary to take much notice of Mr. 
Miller’s attempts to determine who is an “ authority” on 
induction coils, and not very wise to adopt the extraordinary 
argument that one who has devoted more than 40 years to 
the theory and practice of this special branch of electrical 
work mnst necessarily know exceedingly little about it, and 
that, too, notwithstanding the production of the Polytechnic 
coil in 1868 of 293 in. spark, charging 66 Leyden jars, each 
of 11 gallons size, in 24 seconds; also of the Spottiswoode 
coil, 42 in. spark, in 1876, and a 4-ft. spark coil for the 
Lords Commissioners of the Council on Education in 1902. 
I respectfully submit that it is not for an isolated individual, 
and most certainly not for one engaged in making electrical 
apparatus, to determine who is an authority on induc- 
tion coils. It is clearly a matter for the scientific world 
generally. 

As to Germany, it is proper to say that I export coils to 
that country. 

It is not necessary to refer to the Cantor Lectures by 
Prof. Fleming, as so good an authority would be aware 
that the best coils were tested with a condenser in parallel 
(which has always been my practice). This method of 
testing has, no doubt, been more largely urged recently on 
account of the use of coils in wireless telegraphy, and I have 
no doubt that was the view expressed or implied in the 
lecture. 

As to Tesla, permit me to sey that Iam aware of his work 
in connection with induction apparatus, as well as that of 
Edison. 

Mr. Miller’s concluding remarks are inaccurate, as no 
such things as he suggests can be traced in any of my 
statements. 

In conclusion, may I add that the special coil of 1868, 
designed and made by me, had not “ air spaces,” and it was 
made with single-wire windings or sections precisely of the 
thickness of those Mr. Miller recommends. The sections were 
closely cemented together with proper insulation between 
them, and the ohmic resistance of the secondary coil was 
extremely low. 

Alfred Apps. 

London, November 24th, 1908. 


— — = — 


Heating Capacity of Electric Radiators. 


In a price list referring to electric heaters just issued by 
Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., of Farringdon Road, 
they state while existing heaters, according to maker’s lists, 
consume for the heating of about 1,000 cb. ft. of air 1,000 
watts, the patent Phœnix heater gives the same result with 
а consumption of only 400 watts, consequently the cost of 
heating by other apparatus is 2} times more.” Also that 
** for efficiency,.it is not necessary to consider the radiators 


whichare provided with incandescent lamps, their consumption . 


of current, which is from 10 to 12 amperes per lamp, putting 
them out of the question where economy is an object." 

Seeing that there ure a number of different makes of 
electric radiators on the market which have an efficiency of 
over 80 per cent, it would be interesting to learn how 
Messrs, Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., have achieved such 
an astonishing result, unless, indeed, the matter must be 
looked upon as a trade secret ! 

With regard to current-consumption of radiator glow 
lamps, it is very interesting to learn that a 250-watt lamp 
always takes 10 to 12 ampercs! 

The British Prometheus Co., Ltd. 
Н. SkiPwiTH, Managrr. 


Kingston-on-Thames, November 23rd, 1903. 


As it has come to our knowledge that certain makers of a 
radiator called the Phoenix" (which is not designed on 
the same system as our Aston patent radiators at all), claim 
that they are more efficient, we think it well to draw 
the attention of the trade to the fact that the lamps used in 
our radiators only take one-fifth of a Board of Trade unit 


each, and not 10 to 12 amperes per lamp, which the makers 
of the Phoenix radiators profess radiator lamps consume. If, 
as possibly may be the case, it is a misprint in their list, 
and they intend it to read 1 or 2 amperes, we think the 
least the manufacturers of the radiators can do would be to 
е the misrepresentation through the medium of your 
columns, 


Veritys, Ltd. 
C. S. Мовтнсоте, M. I. E. E., Manager. 


London, W. C., November 28rd, 1908. 


[There is apparently a surprising amount of misunder- 
standing and miedescription in connection with electric 
beating apparatus. We are told that the lamps in a certain 
radiator take only one-fifth of a Board of Trade unit each. 
This amount of energy costs, at heating rates, say Id. Are 
we to assume, then, that when the lamp has ** taken " one half- 
pennyworth of electrical energy, its mission is fulfilled ? We 
rather think that, with a life of, say, 500 hours, the lamp will 
dissipate something like 100 Board of Trade units. In 
fact, the expression used is simply meaningless. As for 
the statements which have called forth these two letters, they 
are equally absurd. Seeing that the energy supplied to 
the radiators is degraded wholly into the form of heat, save 
for the 2 or 3 per cent. given off as light in the case of the 
incandescent lamp type, to claim that one radiator will heat 
a given volume of air with only two-fifths the power used 
by another radiator for the same duty is preposterous, Radia- 
tors compete only in durability, elegance, convenience, prime 
cost and similar features ; on the score of efficiency one is 
every bit as good as another.—Enps. ELEC. REV. | 


Electrical Persecution. 


I notice in your last issue that the U.D.C. of Sutton are 
making a complaint on the score of vibration against the 
local lighting company. 

As а temporary visitor for a few weeks within the zone 
of vibration, may I give your readers a few particulars which 
may enable them to appraiee the value of the complaint. 

The station has the railway embankment along one side, 
and is surrounded on the other three sides by a large vacant 
space; between this again and the houses there are rather 
unusually long strips of garden. 

I happen to be living in the house that appears to be the 
nearest in a bee line to the station, say, 200 yds., probably 
more, and in quiet intervals when there are no trains and 
with a strong effort of listening I can hear a very slight bum 
if the wind is in the right direction ; on the other hand, I 
have to shut my bedroom window to keep out the racket, 
whistling and roar of the trains. Is not this another sample 
of those querulous gentlemen who allow the G.P.O. to make 
the face of nature hideous with their telegraph poles, without 
a word of complaint, but are up in arms at once if a com- 
pany wishes to put up an overhead wire, be the support ever 


so ornamental or the surroundings ever so sordid ? 
Visitor. 
Sutton, November 23rd, 1903. 


Applicants Please Note. 


I have recently had to read the numerous replies received 
to an advertisement inserted in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 

Candidates were invited for a post where certain stated 
qualifications were necessary, and it was essential that the 
post be filled by a young unmarried man. 

While many of the candidates stated just the information 
required, viz., age, training, posts filled, and present occupa- 
tion, a great number, I regret to say, omitted much that 
one desired to know, substituting quite irrelevant informa- 
tion, including considerable personal estimation of ability. 

To the number who wrote for further information about 
the post, needless to say, no reply was sent. 

I give this information, in the hope that it may be of 
service to the number of electrical engineers who at present, 
apparently, desire to change their posts. 

Naturally one selecte, in the first instance, the letters 
supplying the information wanie l, and cx! austs them first. 


Selection. 
November 24th, 1908. 
E 
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[ELECTRIC WerLpING.—We have some replies for 
* Welder" whose letter appeared in our issue of November 


6th (p. 735), but have mislaid his address.—Eps, ELEC. 
Rev. ] | 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 
[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 


by 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. | 


" INQUIRER" writes:—'' The principal tradesmen in the small 
town in which I reside are anxious to have the benefit of lighting 
their shops by electricity. A firm of electrical engineers have ex- 
pressed their willingness to carry this out as a private undertaking. 
The District Council were asked to give the necessary permission 
to open the public roads in order to lay the main. This body, 
while strongly supporting the proposal, found they bad not the 
power to grant their permission. They, however, forwarded the 
application, accompanied with a strong expression of approval, to 
the proper authority, namely, the County Council, who, without 
any difficulty, immediately sanctioned the proposal. In the mean- 
time it was discovered that another party held the provisional order 
for lighting the whole district. This provisional order has been in 
existence for three years, during which time no steps have been 


taken to carry out this order, and it is very questionable whether. 


any are likely to be taken. 

‘Believing there are many other such cases, I shall be much 
obliged if you, or any of your readers, can give me any advice as 
to what steps should be taken in the matter.” 

„The interesting question addressed to us by Inquirer” has 
been dealt with in some shape or form on previous occasions in this 
column. What he in substance asks is:—If a provisional order 
bas been granted for a district, has the body or company which holds 
the provisional order a monopoly for supply in that district? The 
answer to this question is No,” and this, whether it is sought to 
entrench upon the supposed monopoly by obtaining another 
provisional order or by private enterprise. Inquirer does not 
state whether the “party” who holds the provisional order is a 
company or the local authority. It is presumed, however, from the 
context that not only do the local authority not hold the order 
themselves, but they are willing to assist him in his enterprise. In 
these circumstances it is quite clear that the firm of elec- 
trical engineers can commence to supply electricity without any 
reference to, or consent from, the party who has got the provisional 
order. The fact that such a body has no monopoly is made quite 
clear by the Electric Lighting Act, 1888, Sec. 1, which provides 
that:—''The grant of authority to any undertakers to supply elec- 
tricity within any area, whether granted by licence or by means of 
a provisional order, shall] not in any way hinder or restrict the 
granting of a licence or provisional order to the local authority, or 
to any other company or person witbin the same area." This 
makes it quite clear that the electrical engineers may make an 
application for a provisional order in order to supply electricity. 

Bat a provisional order is an expensive luxury, aud one of its 
main objects is to ensure that the undertakers (/.e., the persons who 
promote it) shall be able to obtain the consent of the local authority 
to the laying of cables, &c., in the streets. In the case under 
notice, the local authority are anxious to give every facility, and it 
is, therefore, conceived that there is no necessity for Inquirer's " 
friends to go to the expense of a provisional order. It is often 
assumed that electricity can never be supplied except under a 
provisional order or special Act. This is not the case. So long as 
certain requirements laid down by the Board of Trade as to the use 
of overhead wires, &c., are complied with, any person may sell 
electricity to his neighbours. Before the supply is commenced, 
and if it is found necessary to lay overhead wires, a copy of the 
Board of Trade regulations on the subject should be obtained and 
their contents carefally noted. 


LEGAL. 


Ert.cTRICAL Ровгізніма Co., LTD. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Tuesday, 
Mr. .lustice Buckley, sitting for the disposal of companies’ business, 
had before him a petition to wind up the Electrical Publishing Co., 
Ltd., the petitioner being Thomas Wm. Sheffield, of Trevellyan 
Buildings, Corporation Street, Manchester. 

Mr. AsTBUBY, K.C., for the petitioner, said the company was 
formed in July, 1902, for the purpose of carrying on the business of 
and publishing an electrical review, with offices in London. "The 
nominal capital of the company was £14,000, of which £5,800 had 
been allotted. It was not quite correct to say that all the shares were 
paid up; only part were paid up. The object was to carry out an 
agreement with one Theodore Feilden, who was to be the editor 
&nd publisher of this magazine. By the agreement of July, 1902, 
referred to in the memorandum and articles of association, it was 
provided that the company should acquire the publications, meaning 


thereby the copyright of the title of the Electrica! Magazine and 
other!property and assets from Feilden, who was appointed managing 
director and editor of the publication, in consideration of which the 
vendor was allotted 5,500 ordinary sbares and 1,000 preferer ce 
shares, and the remuneration for his services was to be £6 per week 
from the date of the registration of the company up to the date cf 
the publication, with travelling expenses in London at 10s. 6d. a 
day, and in the provinces at £2 2s. a day. What the petitioner 
complained of was that Feilden had nothing to sell. It turned out 
that there was no publication, and no preparation for publication. 
Mr. Feilden had been going on drawing money from the 
company, and great pressure had been brought to bear upon him. 
He now suggested that he might publish the magazine early next 
year, but. nothing had been done at al], and petitioner alleged that 
the company was simply a company for putting a monthly or 
weekly sum into Mr. Feilden's pocket. The petitioner set forth that 
the company went to allotment in June, 1902, and at the date of 
the balance-sheet of June 30th, 1903, 9,099 ordinary shares and 
2,255 preference shares, including the vendor's, had been issued. 
Theodore Feilden had continued to draw his salary and expenses, 
and a sum of £1,350 2s. 7d. had been expended on managers’ 
salaries, directors' expenses, office furnishings, stationery, and other 
expenses at the date of the balance-sheet, leaving a balance in the 
bank at that date of £1,012 17s. 7d. Between the months of March 
and September, 1902, there were circulated a large number of copies 
of the prospectus of the company, and many copies of the pro- 
spectus were distributed amongst electrical engineers, general engi- 
neers and members of local authorities. 'The prospectus contained, 
among other statements, the following:—"' The maturing of Mr. 
Feilden's project has been the work of mueh careful thought. Iu 
the result Mr. Feilden has conceived and perfected a magazine 
entirely different to anything hitherto existing in this or any other 
country, rivalling the best produetions of the United States, which 
are such enormous successes. In effect an international monthly 
record of things electrical, a compendium of information which 
would form an indispensable adjunct to every worker and 
thinker in electrical science and progress. А journal presenting 
the mature thoughts of the pure scientist and authority in 
carefully selected signed articles. Expert description, fully illus- 
trated, of the latest and best productions of the engineer and manc- 
facturer of every country. Further technical details cf the elec- 
trical magazine it would be impolitic to divalge, but leading autho- 
rities who are interested in the enterprise have declared that the 
ublication is virtually unique in its comprehensi veness and utility." 
e petitioner, upon the faith of the statements contained in the 
prospectus, which he believed to be true, applied for, and was 
allotted, 100 ordinary shares of £1 each, and had paid ор £50 in 
respect of the shares, and induced many of his friends to take shares 
in the company and to promise to support the magazine with ad: er- 
tisements and subscriptions. The allotment took place in .June, 
1902, and the petitioner, relying upon the statements in the pro- 
spectus, that the magazine had been perfected and approved by 
leading authorities and that a profit was anticipated on the first 
year's working, expected the magazine to be published at once, and 
frequently urged Feilden to publish the magazine. InApril, 1903, 
a paragraph appeared in the Electrical Times, commenting unfavour- 
ably on the delay in the production of the magazine, and plainly 
insinuating that Mr. Feilden was working for bis own interests and 
not for those of the shareholders. It was a very bitter paragraph. 
The petitioner called Feilden's attention to the article, and 
Feilden said he would take proceedings for libel against 
the writer of the article, but he had not done so. Up to 
the present time the magazine had not been published nor 
was there any prospect of its ever being published. Feilden 
had produced a few dummy copies of the proposed magazine, which 
represented a week's work and a cost of 10s. per copy. Petitioner 
believed that if the whole of the remaining capital were subscribed 
it would be totally inadequate to meet the expense of producing 
this magazine, and maintaining it for twelve months, until the 
advertisements began to pay, and Theodore Feilden, with his 
experience as a printer and of journalism, must have been fully 
aware of this at the time the company went to allotment. If the 
magazine were published an outlay of from £400 to £500 per month 
would be required for twelve months to successfully establish the 
undertaking, and no return from the advertisements, on which the 
success of the magazine depended, could be expected during that 
period. The amount available for calls upon shares was 4 2, 404, and 
the number of shares remaining unallotted was 3,146, making a 
possible available capital of £5,550, to meet an estimated expendi- 
ture of £6,000. Owing to the delay in the publication of the 
magazine many firms which had promised petitioner to advertise in 
the magazine had withdrawn their support. The dissatisfaction of 
the shareholders with the conduct of the undertaking was so great, 
and the undertaking had been so unfavourably criticised in the Presa 
and among electrical people, that it was unlikely that any more 
shares would be taken up by the public. The only asset of the com- 
pany was the bare copyright in the name, the oflice furniture, the cash 
now remaining in the bank, and a few contracts for advertisements, 
which were liableto be cancelled on the ground of the long delay 
in the publication of the magazine. Proceeding, Counsel 
submitted that the company was being carried on solely in the 
interests of Feilden, and the petitioner submitted that it should be 
wound up. 
+; Replying to questions by his LorpsHip, Mr. ASTBURY eaid his 
client held 100 shares, and he was supported by 27 shareholders 
holding 541 shares. The tota) number of shareholders was 154. 
Mr. HART, who opposed the petition, said he appeared for 53 
shareholders holding 3,613 shares paid for in cash. 
Mr. AsTBURY: Му client states that they only hold 2,000 оза 
shares. Iam told they have not given notice. 
Mr. HART said practically all bad given notice. 


— — — — ——— 
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Mr. Buckmaster, K.C., who appeared for the company, said 
further notices had been received that morning representing 160 
shares. The petitioner had circularised the shareholders, and had 
received no more support than that stated. 

Mr. AsTnURY said the opposing shareholders seemed also to have 
sent out circulars. 

His LoRpsHrP: Assuming Mr. Feilden was to blame in every 
respect, I don't say he is for a moment, but let us discuss the matter 
on the footing that he has got 5,500 shares. If a meeting were held 
of sbareholders and a vote taken on the question of whether there 
should be a voluntary winding up, of course the petitioner would 
be defeated. 

Mr. AsTBUBY: It would be hopeless. 

His Lorpsnir: You are a small minority of the shareholders, 
and the majority want the thing to go on. How can I therefore 
wind it up? 

Mr. Автвовү: That is the difficulty. If 1 went into a lot of 
details, I could show а good many things about this company which 
` ате unsatisfactory. As your Lordship takes the view expressed, I 

don't think I should waste the time of the Court. 

His Г.овознір: I dismiss the petition with costs. 

Mr. Bock MASTER, K. C.: It may please my friend to know that the 
first number is ready for him. 


Lrovp's Packtna WaRRNOUsEs, Lrp., v. VgBRITYS, Lro. 


On Friday and Saturday last this case came before Mr. Justice 
Jelfat the Manchester Assizes. From the Manchester Guardian we 
gather that it was an action to recover damages for breach of con- 
tract. Plaintiffs, who have & large packing business at Manchester, 
established sawmills in Castlefield for making their own cases, and 
the defendants contracted to supply electrical machinery and gas 
plant for driving the same. The cause of action arose out of the 
alleged incapacity of thia machinery, when brought into use, for the 
work which, it was alleged, the defendants had contracted it 
should do. 

Evidence was called to prove an undertaking on the part of the 
defendants that the plant should accomplish all that was required 
by the plaintiffs. Onthe other hand, the defendants endeavoured 
to show, in cross-examination, that the failure was due to excessive 
loads, and that no opportunity was given for teste being made as to 
whether the machinery would do the work specitically mentioned 
in their undertaking by the defendants. 

Evidence for the plaintiffs had not been concluded when it was 
arranged thatthe further hearing should be adjourned sine die. 
Application will be made to the learned Judge at Liverpool as to 
the continuance. 


POSTMASTER-GENERAL v. WiMBLEDON U. D. C. 


On Friday last at the Kingston-on-Thames County Court applica- 
tion was made on behalf of the Postmaster-General for permission 
to erect telephone-poles and wires in certain parts of the Wimbledon 
district. The P.M.G. had applied to the Urban District Council for 
its consent, but this had been refused, the Council standing ont for 
underground wires in some places and ornamental poles in others. 
When the matter came before the Court last Friday the Council 


renewed ite objections. The application of the Postmaster-Ceneral 
was, however, granted. 


— —— 


MxTRoPoLrAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co, LTD., v, LUNDY AND 
WHEATLEY. 


Mn. Justice Lawrancr, in the King's Bench Division of the High 
Court on Wednesday (25th), tried an action brought by the Metro- 
politan Electric Supply Co, Itd., against Mr. Harry Lundy and 
Mr. M. L. Wheatley, the managing director and chairman of the 
Royal, Ltd., to recover 468 17s. 2d. under a guarantee. It appeared 
that the Royal, Ltd., owned and ran ће “ Royal Music Hall." 

After hearing counsel's statements, and evidence, his Lordship 
gave judgment for the plaintiffs with costa. 


Кмант v, Tar Ізгю or Мант ErrcrRIC Lian 
AND PowER Co. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Wedues- 
day (November 25th) the trial of this action came before Mr. Justice 
Joyoe. Plaintiff, Ada Emily Knight, claimed an injunction to 
restrain the defendants from ao working their engines, and so carry- 
ing on their works at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, ss to interfere 
with the enjoyment of certain premises known as St. Boniface 
College, occupied by the plaintiff, as a high-class school, or 80 as to 
cause annoyance and danger to her, or the persons inhabiting or 
frequenting the premises. Damages and costs were also asked for. 
The lease under which the plaintiff held the premises was for 21 
years from 1900 at £250 a year. A clause in the Corporation's 
electric lighting order provided that nothing in the order should 
exonerate the undertakers from any indictment, action, or other 
proceeding for nuisance in the event of nuisance being caused or 
permitted by them. In the early part of the present year the 
defendants acquired a piece of land adjoining the plaintiff's pre- 
‚ mises on the east side, and purporting to act under the authority 

of the order, erected on it extensive works for the supply 
of electric light and power, and for the manufacture of 
water-gas in connection with it. The defendants’ works were 


65 yde. distant from the plaintiff's dwelling house. The defendanta 
commenced to work the engines and machinery about September 
10th last, and immediately thereafter serious vibration was, and 
still is, felt at the plaintiff's premises whereby the doors and 
windows of the house were made continually to rattle. Loud and 
disagreeable noises were caused -by the defendants’ machinery, 
which were distinctly audible in the plaintiff's premises, and the 
noise and vibration had continued on occasions throughout the 
night in such & way as to seriously interfere with the proper rest 
and repose of the plaintiff and ths inmates of her house. The 
defendants also caused or permitted objectionable and offensive 
smells of great intensity to be emitted from their works and to come 
upon the plaintiff's premises. The defendants’ acts had seriously 
interfered with the enjoyment of the plaintiff's premises, and they 
threatened to continue them unless restrained by the Court. 

The defendants said that the Corporation of Ryde, being under 
a statatory obligation to supply electricity for public and private 
purposes within the Borough of Ryde, recently contracted with the 
defendants for the erection, maintaining and working by the 
defendants of the generating station, and the site of the defendante 
works and plans were submitted and approved by the Corporation. 
These works were not in actual operation until October 186, 1903. 
In September some necessary experimental and preliminary 
operations were conducted at the works for the purpose of testing 
the engines and apparatus, and for the purpose of charging the 
electrica] accumulators. During these operations some noise, 
and possibly escape of gas, were unavoidably caused by the working 
of the new machinery, but the necessity and the cause of the same 
were explained to the plaintiff, and remedied as soon as practicable 
before the commencement of the action, and no injury or damage 
was caused to the plaintiff. The defendants’ works were of the 
most modern character, the electricity being supplied on behalf of 
the Ryde Corporation for a number of public and private installa- 
tions in Ryde. Since September 20th the defendants’ engines had 
never been running or working later than 11 o'clock or earlier than 
8 a.m. The defendants did not admit that vibration had been felt. 
on the plaintiff's premises, owing to their works, or that there was 
such noise as to interfere with the enjoyment of the plaintiff's 
premises. They denied that they had caused or permitted offensive 
smells to be emitted from their works, and said none were emitted, 
and that the enjoyment of the plaintiff's premises was not 
interfered with. : 

(To be continued.) 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


- 


Hands, Ltd.—Mr. G. S. Barnes, the senior Official 
Receiver and liquidator of this company, is applying to the Board 
of Trade for his release, and he has issued a summary of his receipts 
and payments up to date. The directors had estimated that the 
assets would produce а surplus of £2,516 available for the unsecured 
creditors, whose claims amounted to £6,736. But the net result of 
the realisation to date is such as to leave nothing for the unsecured 
creditors as only £7,700, or thereabouts, is available for payment to 
the Law Guarantee and Trust Society, Ltd., on account of the deben- 
ture debt of £10,000 and arrears of intcrest. The book debts, which 
were estimated to produce £9,732, only produced £7,296, a deficiency 
of £2,436; other assets were estimated to bring in £15,922, but at 


. the sale conducted by Messra. Fuller, Horsey & Co. they only 


produced £4,160, a deficiency of £11,762. The difference between 
the book value and the amount actually realised is thus a deticiency 
of £14,198. 


Glasgow Telepliones.— We have received from the pub- 
lishers of the Manchester Courier, a small pamphlet which they have 
lately issued respecting the Glasgow Corporation telephone depart- 
ment. A synopsis of the accounts and balance-sheet for last year is 
given, and the importance of allowing adequately for depreciation 
is pointed out. The object of the pamphlet is to educate local 
opinion in the Manchester area so as to prevent the error of muni- 
cipal telephony being repeated there. 


Engine Contracts.—Messrs. Browett, Lindley & Co., 
Ltd., have received an order for one 60-11. P. engine from Messrs. 
J. P. Hall & Co., Oldham, for the Soudan Mill Co., Ltd., Middle- 
ton; also for one 300-B.H.P. engine from Messrs. Mather & Platt, 
Ltd., of Salford, for Messrs. R. Evans & Co., Haydock Collieries, 
Bt. Helens. | 


Transvaal.—According to returns just issued, the value 
of the electric cables, wires and fittings imported into the Transvaal 
during the eight months ending with August last reached a total 
of £49,000, as compared with only £25,000 in the correspouding 
eight months of 1902. 


Gilbert Arc Lamps,—We understand that the Gilbert Arc 
Lamp Co., Ltd., have been called upon to replace the lamps (of 
another make) installed in Nuneaton with their 6-ft. carbon lamp, 
burning 30 to 40 hours with yellow-tlamc carbons, or 00 to 80 with 
ordinary carbons. The work had become very urgent, and was 
carried out, including the scheming and alteration of the neces- 
вагу arrangements in the post bases, in a fortnight. They have 
since been called upon to execute similar, work in another important 
installation. 
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Electrical Wares Exported. 


"вак ENDING Nov. 257TH, 1902. квк ENDING Nov. 21тн, 1903. 


Adelaide ee ee ee Value £180 Adclaide ee ee ee Value £65 
Amsterdam.. MS J .. 169 Aden, Teleg. mat. Se ss 60 


Auckland. T s e 16 Alexandria .. T T oe PA 
Bangkok  .. M" 5 T 62 Amsterdam 45 „+ . 100 
Bombay — .. s gu .. 811 | “Beira. Teleg. mat. T .. 252 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. 184 Bombay. ee - " 70 

^ Teleph. mat. .. 1,487 Buenos Ayres - ha 


"re Teleg. cable . 1,541 
612 


Caloutta ee ee » 
ee 583 Calcutta ee ee ее ee 


Cape Town.. 


Copenhagen, Teleg. mat.. 708 Cape Town.. АР 7 7 . . 1,205 
Durban з Ж acs . . 1,151 Carlskrona. Teleg. cable . 128 
^ Teleg. mat. .. .. 841 Colombo. sd ae . . 176 
East London > vi де 971 | Delagoa Bay - n .. 118 
Fremantle .. a Vs .. 130 it Teleg. mat. .. 5,844 
: Teleg. wire.. .. 128 | Durban %5 " ©» . 9 
ribraltar 5% 75 v» 53 Gibraltar. ss Em os 86 
Hamburg n - kx 9 | Halifax. 'Teleg. mat. .. М 60 
T Teleg. mat. .. e 01090 | Hong Kong .. T T" .. 048 
Hobart >.. sus $s © 43 Lisbon. Elec.cable  .. ae 47 
Hong Hong.. e et P 40 | Ў; Teleph. mat. .. .. 112 
Karachi EM T is .. 278 Madras $a ie T ае 16 
La Plata x ©. 28 Melbourne .. % oe .. 839 
$i Teleg. mat. ee 18 Ostend sá 2s se - 56 
Madras s Ws ae “+ 25 | Otago.. $5 ss kis vs 30 
Melbourne .. sis “> .. 305 Paris aM $4 m we 14 
Nagasaki — .. 58 ws .. 418 | Port Elizabeth  .. vá .. 1.19 
Odessa " as T un 42 Rodriquez. Teleg. mat, МЕ 70 
Ostend ae T: ed .. 160 | Rosario Р si 25 we 51 
Penang is ЗЕ ‚> - 11 | Shanghai... oe oe oe 56 
Perth oe - T © 17 | Singapore .. oe Ws .. 199 
Piraeus АР ste wa КЕЯ 25 Sydney . - ee .. 884 
Port Elizabeth  .. T .. 550 | $8 Teleg. mat. .. 280 
Shanghai .. Vs E e 151 s Teleph. cable .. .. 840 
Singapore .. ee ios ee 76 | Wellington «i A m 13 
Stockholm .. EM - s 18 pt Electrical cars .. 5,050 
Sydney es oe eo ee 642 i Zanzibar . ee ee 578 
Tokio. Teleg. mat. ys . 1,890 
Toronto vs "m - "ES 63 
Wellington.. - s .. 216 
Yokohama .. Ys e T 66 
ў Teleg. mat. . 274 
okosuka ks >ò .. 268 
Total Total T 221.091 


. 10,189 
! 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Genoa. Elec. goods . Value £20 
Hamburg. Elec. machinery .. £0 
Melbourne. Elec. goods “© 54 
Sydney, Elec, goods .. . 190 


Total ee ee £844 


Books Received.—“ Report of the Influence of Gange 
Length and Test Bar on the Percentage of Elongation,” by Prof. 
W. C. Unwin. Publication of the Engineering Standards Com- 
mittee. London: Crosby Lockwcod & Son. 28. 6d. net. 

“Тһе Physical Society of London, Procecdings:" Vol. 18, Part 6. 
London: Taylor & Francis. 

“Controle des Installations Electriques," by A. Monmerqué. 
Paris: Ch. Béranger & Co. 1904. Fr. 15. 

“ Fire Testa with Doors," No. 76; and " Fire Tests with Floors,” 
No. 79. London: The British Fire Prevention Committee. 
28. 6d. each. 

“ Friction and its Reduction,” by G. U. Wheeler. London: 
Whittaker & Co. 3s. net. 

“Directory and Map of Automobile Charging Stat ions.“ London: 
Electrical Times Office. Leather 3s. Gd. ; cloth 23., net. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—Creditors of the 
Electric Tramways Trust, Ltd., must send particulars of their debts, 
&c., to Mr. L. Morse, 32, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., or Mr. R. A. 
Goodman, Granville House, Arundel Street, W.C., the liquidators, 
by January 1st, 1904. 

A meeting of the Prism Globe Syndicate will be held at 60, King 
Street, Manchester, on December 29th, to bear an account of the 
liquidation by Mr. J. H. Bardsley, the liquidator. 

For Sale. — Messrs. Weatherell & Green will, on 
November 30th and December 1st, offer the premises, plant, and 
stock of the Renewable Electric Lamp Co. for sale by auction. 
Particulars may be found among our advertisements to-day. 


„Simplex“ Conduits.— We understand that cor.duits 
and fittings other than those manufactured by the Simplex Steel 
Conduit Co., Ltd., have been supplied by other firms as Simplex“ 
material. A notice respecting the matter appears among our 
advertisements to-day. 

New Ampere and Voltmeter.— The illustration shows 
a new combined portable, precision (moving-coil) type of aw pere 
and voltmeter that has been put on the market by the Union 
Electric Co., Ltd., of Queen Victoria Street, E.C., to enable installa- 
tion firms and private users to have a reliable test instrument, per- 
mitting them to correctly instal the electrical apparatus of con- 
siderable range in sizes. The instrument consists of two moving 
coil instruments surrounded by a estout polished oak case, in the 
lower part of which is a 6-cell 
battery. Tte apparatus may either 
stand up, as shown in the illus- 
tration, or work lying upon its back. 

The voltmeter s:ale can be put 
to the following uses, and it is 
divided into 75 equal divisions :— 
(a) Voltmeter readings, (1) From 0 to 
3 volts for primary and secondary 
batteries very low voltages; (2) 
From 0 to 150 volts for private 
plants and battery inetallations ; 
(3) From 0 to 600 volts for central station light and power supply 
mains. (b) Obmmeter readings:—(1) Using the O-cell battery, 
.n8ulation up to 500,000 ohms may be measured; (2) Using no 


line voltages and the other terminals of the instrument, but 13su1::- 
tion resistance of life circuits may be determined by using a simple 
mathematical formula. 

The amperemeter scale is divided into 60 equal divisions, an. 
may be шей (а) Ampere readings:—(1) The instrument being of 
the shunt type, may be used with a number of shunts, say, for 
instance, one shunt from 0 to 30 amperes, and another shunt from 0 
to 150 amperes; (2) Millivolt readings, by putting the instrument 
in the direct circuit of low voltages, voltages as low as +; of a volt 
may be measured. The whole apparatus weighs 9 lbs. 


Catalogues and Lists.—M kssns. BEANLAND, PERKIN 

AND Co., of School Close Works, Leeds, have brought out an illustrat: d 
catalogue showing several of their latest patterns of hack saw. Ore is 
the No. 48 saw as used by the Leeds Corporation tramway repairing 
shops, this particular illustration showing the operation of eawing 
through the steel tire of a tram-wbeel. Other machines described 
in the list include portable rail saws, track drills, and portsble 
electric back saw for shipyard and other work. 
The ELRHCTRIOAL Co., LTD., has placed before us a booklet (32 pp.) 
in which particulars respecting the Luna arc lamps ard their 
installation are given, together with many neat illustratic: s show- 
ing interior and exterior views, giving prices, and so on. 

The AxBBRICAN ELECTRICAL NovzgLTY & MAN UFA UHNd Co, 
LTD. of Charing Cross Road, has issued a catalogue in which it 
gives small pictures and notes prices and principal details of the 
" Ever-Ready electric specialities, such as night 11; hts, rea iag 
laa: ps, vebicle lamps, electric candles, “с. 

A new illustrated circular relating to their invert:d differcr.tial 
arc lamps and arc lamp accessories, including cut-ccte, eleva ors, 
resistances, transformers, and choking coils, has been brought out 
by Messrs, SMITHSON, SHARPE & Co., of Sykes 8 -eet, Hu'me, 
M*nchester. 

Mzssns. FALE, STADELMANN & Co., Lro., of Farringdon Road, E.C., 
are placing upon the market a new electrical heater, which is claimed 
to be very economical as regards energy consumption. Thc heaters— 
known ав the Phæœnix " patent—form the subject of an illustrated 
price list just issued by the firm. Some neat designa are shown 
therein. | 

Mzssns. Sıemens Bros. & Co. have just issued a pamphlet (No. 
1a) in which, in the course of some 66 pages of enamelled art paper, 
are given many illustrations and full descriptive letterpress rela- 
ting to their electrical crane and capstan equipments. The 
mechanical construction load factors, outputs, and other electrical 
data, respccting their crane and capstan motors, particulars of 
their lift motore, crane controllers, awitchboards, connecting-boxes, 
brakes, and so on, are followed by numerous useful tables and 
curves respecting outputs and dimensions, diagrams of connec- 
tions, aud so on. The pictures include views of cranes supplied 
to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Co, Natal Government railways, 
Japanese Government, the North-Eastern Railway Co.'s docka at 
Middlesbro’, and for the Admiralty Pizr, Dover. 

The Currt MaNuFacTURING Co, of Bravington Road Works, 
Harrow Road, W., have sent usa set of sheets showing illustrations 
of some of their main switchboard work, accumulator board, house 
service fuses, н.у. spring clip fuseboards, knife switches, snap -off 
switches, &. 

The Societe D’APPAREILLAGE ELECTRIQUE ET INDUSTRIRL 
GARDY Freres & CIE., of Geneva, have eent us several liste rela- 
ting to their different lines of electrical apparatus and accessories, 
including insulators, fittings, and lamps for electric street lighting, 
electric lighting casiug, wires and cables, switc es, fuses, ceiling 
roses, and a multitude of other details. 

Messrs. Mosses & Mrrcenurrr, of Chiswell Street, E C., have 
issued some lists respecting their Tuffarine" gray valves for air and 
circulating pumps, which are claimed to be very durable. 

From Mxssus SEIDEL & NAUMANN, of 23, Moor Lane, EC, wo 
have received a circular respecting theirs lf-lubricating metallic 
packing rings, which are being used by some cf the leading English 
engine makers, The Corporation elec'rical engineer at Sutton 
Coldfield says that, though the engines ran at a speed of 350 revo- 
lutions with steam superheated to 650° F., no difficulty was 
experienced in keepiog the glands steam-tight and the piston rcd 
well lubricated. 


Electrical News from Japan.—The German Consul 
at Kobe, Japan, eends an interesting report to his Government on 
tbe subject of electrical industry in Japan, in the course of whi zh he 
states that the Japanese have not yet succeeded in constructing 
electrical dynamos and motcrs that can hope to compete with 
European and American machines. Their efforts in the manu- 
facture of incandescent lamps and cables have been more successful, 
but they are not yet able to supply their own needs. On the other 
hand, for the last few yeara Japan bas manufactured porcelain insu- 
lators of an excellent quality and at a price so low as not to fear 
foreign competition. Several important projects for electrical instal- 
lations are at present under study ; the construction of an electric 
tramway between Kobe and Hiogo, an electric tramway at Osak», 
an electric railway between Kobe and Osaka (30 kilometres), and 
several other lines in the interior of country. The utilisation of 
latent energy of Lake Biwa for the working of a powerful electric 
station to be built near Omi is also under consideration. More than 
half the electrical machinery imported into Japan comes at present 
from the United States. Amongst the other importing countries 
Germany and England dispute the second place. To push the sale 
of German electrical products in the country the Consul recommends, 
amongst other means, the publication of an illustrated catalogue in 
Japanese, and the creation in one of the large towns of a permanent 
exhibition of specimens sufficiently stocked for the immediate sale 
of small вир lies for current use. A technician should be placed at 
the head of such a museum to. study commercial practice, and, 
naturally, t' с language of the country. 
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Bankruptcy Proceedings.—In connection with the 
y..blic cxamination of F. Fanta, to which we referred last week, we 
vzdeictind that the chief assets disclosed in the statement of 
i fairs «re as follows :— 

5CO sh res of £1 each (fully paid) in the Electric Lamp Re- 
rencrating Co., Ltd. (in liquidation) valued at. - 65 £25 0 0 
1,700 shares of £1 each (fully paid) in the Electric Glow Lamp 
Co, Ltd., valued at. M jus 2s d T Е 875 0 0 
1-9 shares of £1 each fully paid) in Mercier, Ltd., valued at. Nil. 
One-third share of 10,0:0 shares to be allotted on the sale of 
the B. ish rights of the patent processes for cleaning and 


renc* ing electric lamps, estimated to produce ©» .. 1,666 10 0 
Two-: tas share of the profit to be derived from the sale of 

the foreign rights of those processes, estimated to produce.. 1,500 0 0 
Intore t in £500 in cash and 1,000 shares to be paid and 

alloited on the sale of the patents for the automatio 

advertising machine to a company, estimated to produce . 1,000 0 0 


£4,566 10 0 


In the opinion of the Official Receiver, the realisable value of 
moat of those agsets must be regarded at present as doubtful. 


At Bristol County Court on Friday, Frederick King, electrical . 


engineer, of Stone Bridge, applied for his discharge from bank- 
ruptcy. It was reported that the greater portion of the liabilities 
were in respect of the debtor's indebtedness to a former partner. 
The discharge was suspended for two years. 

The first meeting and public examination in re George Neale, 
Fulham Palace Road, are arranged for December 4th and January 
15th respectively, at Carey Street. 

The Secretary of the South-Western Electrical Co., Ltd., of 
Falham, writes to us as follows :— 

With reference to the bankruptcy proceedings against Mr. George Neale 
(lately trading with Mr. J. Carnaby as the South-Western Electrical] Contract- 
ing and Maintenance Co.), I beg to state that such proceedings are in no way 
connected with this company, and trust you will insert this letter in your next 
gsue, 

A second and final dividend of 10s. in the £ (making a total of 
20s.) is payable on December 2nd in re J. F. Worthington, electrical 
engineer, of Hanley. 


Trade Announcements,—Among the new electrical com- 
panies recently establisbed on the Continent is one to be known as 
W. F. Jones & Co., of Forest, Brussels. Tte principals of the 
con ern are Mr. W. F. Jones, of 77, Rue Magbin, Liège ; Mr. Donald 
G. Macmillan, of Glasgow; and Mr. G. J. Neybergh, of Brussels. 
The object of the company is primarily to manufacture switches 
and switchboards, but particularly controllers and starting switches, 
in the design of which Mr. Jones is a recognised expert. He will 
be known to our readers as having been associated with the late 
Mr. Slater Lewis in starting the electrical department of Messrs. 
P. R. Jackson & Co., aod also as manager and engineer of the 
Electric Transmission Co., of Hammersmith. Mr. Jones has latterly 
had charge of the switchboard and apparatus department of 
tho Compagnie Internationale d'Eléctricité, Liége, and amongst 
other work introduced motor-starting switches and controllers on 
English lines to the Continental trade. Mr. Neybergh obtained his 
commercial experience in this country, and he has for many years 
had charge at Licge of the commercial side of the extensive 
English business of the Compagnie Internationale d'Eléóctricité. 
Mr. Macmillan was outside erecting engineer to the same com- 
pany. 

Messrs, Braby & Tomlinson, Ltd., cf Hart Street, Blcomabury, 
and Baltic Street, E.C., electrical engineers and contractors, and 
proprietors of the contracting business of Messrs. Pritchetts & Gold, 
have disposed of the business to Messrs, Duncan Watson & Co., who 
take over the goodwill, stock-in-trade, lease, work in hand, and the 
books and papers of the company. The transfer takes place as from 
the 26th inst. The only reason for disposing of the business is the 
retirement of Mr. Braby to take up a position with the well-known 
firm of Meesrs. F. Braby & Co. All communications should be 
addressed to 100, Charing Cross Road, W.C. 

Mr. Wm. Fowler Barnaby, electrical engineer, has relinquished 
his position as manager of Meesrs. Barnaby & Co., Ltd., electrical 
engineers, of 13, College Street, Rotherham, and has commenced 
business on his own account at 16, Lindum Terrace, Doncaster 
Road, Rotherham. 

Mr. A. Higgins and Mr. 5. Griftiths have entered into partner- 
ship to ‹^тту on the business of electrical engineers and contractors, 
tt 4, А! ‘ny Btreet, Regent's Park, N.W, under the name of 
Higgins & Griffiths. 

The business of the B. & В. Folding Gate Co., originally started 
for the manufacture and sale of the B. & S. patent folding gates, 
has increased to such an extent, and other productions form 80 
large a proportion of the business, that the title The B. & 8. 
Folding Gate Co.“ is now a misnomer, and the cause of misunder- 
standing. We are asked to state, therefore, that in the future the 
business will be conducted under the personal name of Arthur L. 
Gibson & Co. 

Mr. Isidor Frankenburg, of Isidor Frankenburg, Ltd., announces 
that as his sons are taking a great interest in the management of 
the business, and are large shareholders, he has decided to identify 
them with the name of the company. This has accordingly been 
altered to I. Frankenburg & Sons, Ltd. The alteration involves no 
change in the directorate or management of the busines, and the 
shares will continue to be in the hands of Mr. Frankonburg and his 
family, and some of the principal employ єз. 


Imports of Foreign Electric Apparatus.—There was 
again a large increase last month in the imports into thia country of 
foreign electrical goods and apparatus, the returns showing a total 
of £63,661, which compares with only £51,139 in October last year. 
So far as the year has gone—that is to say, during the ten months 
ending with October last these imports have obtained an aggregate 
value of £649,144, as contrasted with only 4£4550,3)4 in tke 
corresponding ten months of 1902. | 


The National Cycle and Motor-Car Exhibition.— 
At the annual National Cycle and Motor-Car Exhibition there is 
not a single electrical vehicle to be found among the many motor- 
cars on view, nor even one of the combination petrol-electric class, 
of which much has been, and still ів, expected. There are, on the 
other hand, quite a number of firms showing small acoumulators, 
coils, and other accessories required in connection with the 
ignition in petrol motors. In this branch Messrs. J. Lacoste & Co., 
of 1764, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C., have a large display in the 
way of contact-breakers and coils. Among the former is an 
ingenious wipe contact-breaker for use on the engines of 
motor-cycles. The contact is made at the firing point between 
a steel roller and a tempered steel block let into a fibre ring, 
the whole being enclosed in a dustproof and oil containing. 
casing of gun-metal Another novelty is an ignition con- 
troller for use on multi-cylinder ergines. Usually, in the case 
of ignition troubles or missing," it is not an easy matter to tell 
which cylinder is not working properly, but by means of the new de- 
vice, which is arranged in the circuit, each cylinder may be separately 
tested. The Lithanode type of accumulator has now been adapted to 
ignition purposes, and a display of this type is made by Messrs. 
Longsatreth's, Ltd., 4274, Strand, W.C. As is well known, the 
positive plate of this accumulator is built up of a special solid 
material cast up into lead sections, which, it is claimed, enables 
these batteries to be discharged at exceptionally high rates, and 
the elements are not injured by short-circuiting. For use on 
motor-cycles where vibration is somewhat excessive, a special non- 
spillable accumulator has been introduced. To attain this object, 
the celluloid cell is made larger than usual, so that an auxiliary 
sealed cell may be formed at the side, into which any acid 
which may be shaken out of the accumulator, owing to vibration, 
finds its way, instead of being sprayed on to parts of the machine; 
another advantage of the arrangement is that it greatly facilitates 
the handling of the accumulators, the acid being unspillable in 
any position. On Messrs. Longstreth's stand we were able to 
examine several of the induction coils for ignition purposes which 
are now being made by Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
These are made іп. various forms for one, two, three and 
four-cylinder engines, and to work at speeds up to 4,000 
revolutions per minute. The coil for high-speed work is 
fitted with a special trembler in whicb, instead of screw and 
spring contacts, each contact is fixed at the end ofa flat spring. The 
upper one is so adjusted that when the circuit is closed the break 
is slightly retarded, thus allowing the core to be more fully magne- 
tised. Messrs. Н. W. Cocks & Co., of 143, Kew Road, Richmond, 
confine their exhibit to & range of 4-volt accumulators in sizes from 
4 to 60 ampere-hour capacity, suitable for use on petrol motor-cara 
and cycles. They are made in celluloid, ebonite or polished wood 
cases. The plates are well raised from the bottom of the cell and 
are provided with non-short-circuiting separators. Coils, accumu- 
lators and other ignition accessories are also shown by the Woodcote 
Engineering and Motor Works, of Wallington, Surrey; the Lee 
Motor-Car Supply Co., 9, Hills Place, Oxford Circus, W.; Messrs. 
L. Rene & Co., 6, Snow Hill, E.C., and Messrs. Chas. Peacock & Co., 
35, Clerkenwell Road, Е.С. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Abercarn.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to the 


В. of Т. for a prov. order for electric lighting. 


Acton.—The U.D.C. has resolved to appoint Mr. W. H. 
Trentham at a fee of £10 to advise as to the lighting of its 
area by electricity. During the discussion it was stated that certain 
members of the Council had received hams, and that upon com- 
municating with the packers at Limerick, from which place the 
hams were received, it was found that one of the unsuccessful appli- 
cants was the sender. The Council referred to the desirability of 
having a combined lighting aud destructor worke, and the L.G.D. 
has alrcady sanctioned a site for the latter at Bedford Park, The 
expenditure involved is estimated at £100,000. 


Alloa, N.B.—The T.C. has resolved to do away with the 
electric arc lamps for street lighting and to instal high-pressure 
incandescent gas lamps of 500 с.р. each in their place. The Council 
bas come to the conclusion, after experiments, that it is too costly to 
continue to run the arc lamps any longer. The price of gas is 
28. 2d. per 1,000 cb. ft. 


Andover.—The Southern District Electricity Corpora- 


tion has notified the T.C. that it intends to apply to the B. of T. 
for a prov. order to supply electricity within the borough. 


— 


Aylesbury.—The prov. order for electric lighting obtained 
by the T.C., to which the B. of T. granted an extension of time, 
has lapsed, and cost the ratepayers about £300. 


Barnes.—The T.C. has asked permission from the I. (. B. 
to borrow £4,500 for extension of mains. 


Bedwellty.— The U. D. C. is negotiating with the Powell 
Duffryn Coal Co. for a supply of energy for lighting purposes. 


Rengal.— The wealthy Zemindars and Maharajahs are 
using electricity very largely for the lighting of their palaces, We 
hear of a gigautic electrolier just procured from a Calcutta firm at a 
cost of Rs. 10,000 for the Maharajah of Dharbanga's new palace at 
Rajoagar.—Indion Engineering. 
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- Birkenhead.—The` Corporation, S will’; ‘shortly make 
application to the B. of T.ito extend’ thellarea of, supply, by in- 
cluding the districts of Prenton and Upton. 


_ Mrentwood.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply for а 
prov. order to supply electricity within theftown and in the parishes 
of Great Warley, South Weald, Little Warley and Shenfield. 


Brierley HilJ.—A two years’ extension of time in which 
to carry out the E.L. order has been applied for by the U.D.C. 


Caerphilly.—The canvass on the E.L. question having 
proved satisfactory, the U.D.C. has decided to apply for a prov. 
order. 


Cheshire.—The Cheshire Electrica] and Power (as 
Syndicate has been formed to obtain Parliamentary powers for 
carrying out an undertaking for the county. It is proposed to raise 
a capital of £1,000,000. The scheme provides for ‘electrical 
generating stations to be located at Newton, Middlewich, Frodsham, 
Timperley, Bollington and Dukinfield. It is also proposed to take 
over ав a going concern the Northwich Electrical Supply Co., an 
undertaking which is in active operation and earning a dividend. 
The area of supply covered by the syndicate’s scheme is 654,825 
square miles, and it has a population of over 827,000, chiefly indus- 
trial and mining, 80 that the demand for electric energy and power 
yas ought to be considerable. Electricity both for lighting and 
power will be placed within the reach of the more remote towns and 
villages which bave already obtained provisional orders, or may 
contemplate doing so, independent stations for the several localities 
being unnecessary. By an arrangement with the Power Gas Cor- 
poration, Ltd., Mond gas will be supplied throughout the whole 
area, 


Chestertield.—A L. G. B. inquiry has been held into the 
application of the T.C. for a loan of £15,000 for electric light and 
power supply purposes. There was no opposition. 


Clydebank.—The T.C. has completed an agreement 
with the Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. for the taking 
over of its prov. order for supplying energy within the burgh. 


Croydon.—The R.D.C. on 19th inst. decided to apply to 
the B. of T. for a prov. order to supply electricity to tho parishes 
of Beddington, Coulsdun and Sanderstead. 


North-Western Electricity and Power Gas Co.— 
Last session Parliamentary powers were obtained by this com- 
pany to provide works for the supply of a large district cover- 
ing parts of Flintshire, Denbighshire, Derbyshire and North Staf- 
fordshire, but excluding Cheshire. The promoters will go to 
Parliament next session for a revision of the original scheme of 
power stations. It is now proposed to establish eight stations—one 
in Flintshire, one in Derbyshire, one in or near Wrexham, and five 
in Staffordshire. 


Dunfermline.— The T.C. has unanimously agreed to 
oppose the National Electric Construction Co.'s application for a 
prov. order to supply the burgh with electricity. 

The T.C. has received notice of a scheme for the lighting of its 
district from the Fife Electric Power Co., which is expected to 
be of great service to the burgh. 


Eastleigh and Bishopstoke,—The U.D.C. on Novem- 
ber 19th decided to apply for a prov. order for E L. 


Edmonton.— Objection has been raised by a deputation 
from the local Traders’ and Ratepayers’ Defence Association to pay- 
ments amounting to £1,124 being made by the D.C. to solicitors, 
Parliamentary agents, and electrical experts in connection with the 
proposed introduction of electric lighting into the district, on the 
ground that the Council had no mandate from the ratepayers to 
incur the expense. 


Exeter.—The mayor on the l6th inst. inaugurated the 
new electricity works at the Basin, but it is not expected that the 
undertaking will be completed for some months hence. The 
plant consists of three sets of 550 H.P. each and one of 150 НР. 


Frinton-on-Sea,—The E.L. installation carried out by 
the Frinton and District Electric Light and Power Co. was in- 
augurated recently by Col. R. P. Davis. 


Geriany.—The establishment of a municipal central 


electric lighting station in the town of Neisse, at an estimated cost 
of £16,500, has been decided upon. 


Glasgow.—'The electrical engineer in a recent report to a 
sub-committee of the T.C. as to the extension of plant required 
at Port Dandas and Pollokshaws Road generating stations, 
stated that it would be necessary to increase the generating plant 
at the former by some 6,000 Kw., and at the latter by 1,500 kw. ; 
he did not think it safe to take a further supply of energy from the 
tramways department. As regards the type of plant that should be 
adopted for the extensions, whether steam engines, gas engines or 
steam turbines, he had come to the conclusion that although gas 
engines worked by producer gas were likely to prove in the near 
future the most economical in fuel consuniption, they would be 
considerably more expensive in capital cost. In the case of Port 
Dundas station he recommended steam turbines, and for Pollok- 
shaws Road works high speed reciprocating engines with alternative 
estimates for gas engine plant. The cost of the extensions, in- 
cluding additional buildings at Port Dundas, cables to sub-stations, 
&c., is estimated at £135,000. The committee, after consideration, 
decided to procecd with the extension. of tho gencrating station 


buildings at Port Dundas, but adjourned consideration as to the 
additional plant for both stations. The) sub-committee was em- 
powered to appoint a deputation of its members to visit any 
English town where turbine plant had already been adopted for 
generating energy for the purpose of inspecting the same and 
making inquiries. 

The total amount borrowed for electric lighting purposes now 
amounts to £1,142,000. 


Guildford.— The Highway Committee states that it is 
unable to accede to the application of the Guildford Electricity 
Supply Co. for permission to erect a line of poles with overhead 
wires along the main road, to supply electricity to Merrow. 


Ham (Surrey).—The U.D.C. has practically come to 
an agreement with the Twickenham and Teddington Electric 
Supply Co. relative to the supply of energy to the district. The 
company is willing to undertake the public lighting at a rate not 
exceeding 2d. per unit, and to supply private consumers at 6d. per 
unit for the first hour per day, and 3d. per unit afterwards, on the 
maximum demand system. Thc company will receive no opposition 
from the Council, which is to have the right of purchasing the under- 
taking at a valuation as a going concern at the end of 7, 14 or 2 
years. 


Heligoland.—The lighthouse on this island lias been 
equipped with electric light. There are three parabolic lenses, 
which revolve four times a minute, throwing oat three independent 
beams visible at a distance of 20 miles on the surface of the water. 
It is stated that the light is one of the most powerful now in use. 


Horley.—A syndicate is applying for a prov. order for 
electric lighting in the district. The Council will support the 
application. 


Hull.—It is proposed, as an experiment, to work the 
Salthouse Lane Bridge across the River Hull by electricity. 


IIfracombe.— The E. I. works established by Edmundson's 
Corporation has been formally opened by Mr. H. A. Palmer, J.P.. 
chairman of the Council. 


Ipswich.— The T. C. has fixed the following scale of 
charges for energy: — Lighting, 6d. per B. of T. unit, with a rebate 
of 1 per cent. for every 50 units consumed per quarter up to 500 
units, and 1 per cent. for every 100 units above *00 until the 
minimum charge of 4d. is reached. Power, heating and cooking, 
2d. per unit with & rebate of 1 per cent. for every 500 units per 
quarter up to a total of 12,500 units, and after that a rebate of 
25 per cent. 


Italy.—Application has been made for sanction to 
obtain power from Lake Bormida di Malare and the Bormida di 
Pillare Torrents for the generation of electric energy. It is 
estimated that 9,800 н.р. will be required, and it is intended to 
supply energy to works, &c., between Savona and Genoa. The cost 
of the undertaking will be about 4,400,000 lire. 

A concession has been granted to the Societu Co-operativa per 
l'llluminazione Elettrica di Valli dei Bignori to put down a plant 
to utilise the water power of the River Leogra in the generation of 
electrical energy. 


Johnstone.—The Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. 
intends to apply for Parliamentary powers to supply electricity for 
lighting and power in the burgh. 


King's Lynn.—O wing to the gas company forestalling the 
U.D.C. in the lighting of the parishes of West Lynn and Gaywood, 
the E.L. Committee's decision to light the districts, which came up 
for confirmation recently, has been rejected by nine votes to five. 


Launceston.—The 7/ober! Mercury for October 10th 
says that tenders are being called at Launceston for tbe pipe to 
convey the water to the turbines to drive the new three-phase alter- 
nators which are in course of construction, and which are expected 
there in the latter part of the year. The transformers which are 
required have been ordered from England, and are expected to 
arrive with the new plant. At the last meeting of the City Council 
tenders for 500 new meters were opened, and referred to the Electric 
Light Committee. 


Lichtield.—The T.C. has resolved to apply to the B. of T. 
for an amendment of the electric lighting order, 1901, extending 
the time within which to carry it out, and to extend the area of 
supply to the parishes of Whittington, Shenstone, Swinfen, 
Packington, Weeford, Wall, Longdon, Fisherwick, King’s Bromley, 
Farewell, Curborough, Elmhurst, Pipe Hill, Burntwood, Hammer- 
wich, St. Chad, and St. Michael, Lichtield. 


Littleborough.—The U. D.C. is considering a proposal 
from Messrs. Baker, Lees & Co. to lease the electric lighting order. 


London.—Ciry.—The (us World states that after 14 
years’ experimenting to decide what form of lighting should be 
adopted for the side streets, the Corporation has resolved to iatro- 
duce the incandescent gas system. It was stated that the 
experiment of lighting the Farringdon Without Ward was quite 
satisfactory 

BaTTi:RSEA.—The B.C. hag resolved to expend £550 on mains 
extensions. The E.L. Committee has recommended the Council to 
again urge the L.C.C. to promote legislation enabling local autho- 
rities to wire consumers’ premises. 

The L. C. C. has informed the B.C. that it cannot see its way 
to promote legislation to prohibit the use of overhead wires for 
E.L. purposcs from one supply arcs to another. 
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HacENEÉY.—In consequence of the Poor Law Guardians’ resolve 
to instal 400 8-с.Р. lamps in their new buildings in the Gainsborough 
Road, and two firms making large demands, the В.С. has decided 
on laying a 0°75 feeder, at an estimated cost of £4,500. An 01 
distributor is to be laid, at an estimated cost of £460, and another, at 
an estimated cost of £215. 


Lothians, — The Lothians Electric Power Co. ure 
about to apply for prov. orders to erect generating stutions and 
supply energy in Edinburgh, Pecbles, East Lothian, Haddington 
and Lanark. | 


Lough borough.— The General Purposes Committee has 
advised the T.C. to apply to the L.G.B. for sanction to increase its 
borrowing powers for electric lighting obtained in 1899 for 
425, 000 to £30,000, and to proceed with the scheme drawn up by 
Mr. C. H. Gadsby for the lighting of ite area. The price for the 
supply of energy is fixed at 5d. per unit for lighting, and 24d. for 
power, with special terms for large consumers. It is estimated that 
the cost of the scheme will be £28,408. The plant to be installed 
comprises two sets of 250 xw. each, and room will be provided for 
another 100-Kw. set when required. 


Madras.—Messrs. Marshall, Sons & Co. and Messrs. 
Crompton & Co. are both investigating the district, with a view to 
establishing an electric lighting undertaking. 


Maryport.—The U.D.C. bas decided to carry out the 
electric lighting order within two years, if the B. of T. will 
grant an extension of time for that period. 


Milan.—The Municipal Council is considering the 
deairability of taking over the electric lighting and motive power 
services of the city, and the engineer of the municipal technical office 
has just completed a report on the project. 


Newquay.—The Southern District Electricity Corporation 
has given notice of its intention to apply to the B. of T. for a prov. 
order to supply the town with electricity. 


Northfleet.— The 1).C. has written to the Kent Electric 
Power Co., Messrs. Fowler & Co., solicitors, Westminster, and the 
Gravesend Corporation, stating that it would assist, at the 
expense of the promoters, in promoting a supplemental or 
new prov. order for the district, providing the undertakers would 
contribute £250 to cover the costs incurred by it in obtaining the 
existing order. 


Paignton.—The U.D.C. has adopted the proposal of the 
National Electric Construction Co. for the lighting of the town by 
electricity. The Council is to find the necessary original outlay, 
and the company guarantee all payments of interest and sinking 
fund, the costs of the order and cost of construction. The price for 
5 private lighting is to be 5d., and for public lighting 3d. 
per unit. 


Phenix (Victoria). — The plant and works owned 
by the Phenix Electric Lighting Co. bave been destroyed by tire. 


Ramsgate.—The T.C. on 19th inst. decided to support 
the Bill of the Ramagate and District Electric Supply Co., promoted 
by Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation, for powers to supply 
electricity to the town, provided that 42,000 is deposited with the 
Council The Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways and Lighting Co. is 
seeking similar powers. 


Shipley.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply for power to 
supply electricity within the area of the Baildon D.C. 


Spain.— Don Javier Toicoa y Barcaiztegui, has obtained 
a concession to utilise the water of the River Agustegui at the 
Oyarzun for generating energy for industrial purposes. 


Stoke-upon-Trent,—4A L. G. B. inquiry has been held in 
regard to the T.C.'s application to borrow £30,640 for à combined 
electric lighting and dust destructor works. There was no 
opposition. 


Stratford-en-Avon.—An extension of the prov. order 
obtained in 1901 for carrying out the E.L. scheme is being applied 
for by the T.C. 


Stroud.—The R.D.C. has decided to support the applica- 
tion of the Gloucestershire Electric Power Co. for a prov. order to 
supply electricity within the Council's area and to the parishes of 
Nailsworth and Dursley. 


Swindon.—An Act will be promoted by the T.C. in the 
next.Session of Parliament to empower the Council to extend the 
area of electricity supply to the parishes of Wroughton, Stratton, 
St. Margaret, and Rodbourne Cheney ; to supply electricity in bulk to 
neighbouring authorities, and to sell and let out on hire, electric 
light fittings and motors. 


Tamworth.—The T.C. has decided to apply for prov. 
order for E.L. within the borough and parts of the rural districts 
adjoining. р 


Taplow and Barnham,—The Maidenhead Corporation 
haa resolved to apply for a prov. order for lighting and power in 
these districts. The prices of energy at Maidenhead are 5d. per 
unit for lighting, and 3d. for power, and the Corporation states that 
it would supply those outside its area at 4d. extra per unit for 
ach two-thirds of a mile from Maidenhead Bridge. 


Thames Valley.—The Twickenham and Teddington 
Electricity Supply Co. intends to apply for a prov. order to supply 
electricity in the parishes of Hampton Wick, Esher, the Dittons, 
East and West Molesey, Sunbury, Feltham, Hanworth, Ashford, 
Shepperton, Littleton, and Laleham. The consent of several of 
the local authorities concerned has been secured. 


Warsaw.—The new mill for the manufacture of cotton- 
hosiery, which is in course of erection, will, it is stated, probably be 
equipped with electric power. 


West Ham.—The T.C. has discussed the terms upon 
which it would provide the L.C.C. with a stand-by supply of 
energy for the pumping station at Abbey Mille, and decided that 
the necessary mains, transformer, meters, switchgear, &c., be fixed 
and maintainéd on payment of a sum of £200, the Т, С.С. to provide 
the transformer chamber and to take energy to the minimum value 
of £85 per annum. 


Whickham.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to the 
B. of T. for the transfer of its order to the County of Durham 
Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. * 


Willesden.—The U.D.C. has considered a draft agree- 
ment with the North Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. for the 
sale and transfer of the Council's generating station in Taylor's 
Lane, together with the machinery and plant therein. The 


. agreement was approved subject to such alterations as the 


solicitor and electrical engineer consider necessary in the interests 
of the Council. A draft agreement with the same company for the 
supply of electrical energy in bulk to the Courcil was sent to the 
Electricity Committee for consideration. The question of erecting 
з dust destructor was discussed and referred to a special committee, 
which will also report as to the adoption of motor traction for the 
removal of dust, cartage of materials, &с. 


Wilts.—The Western Electric Distributing Corporation, 
Ltd., of Westminster, is seeking powers to supply electricity in the 
parishes of Trowbridge, Melksham and Bradford-on-Avon. The 
revocation of the Trowbridge E.L. order is also sought. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Berlin Railway Tests.—A Berlin despatch says that 
the trials on the Zossen and Marienfelde line are now being con- 
tinued, mainly with a view to ascertaining the load which the trains 
can draw. According to the. latest results attained, a load of 
130 tons can be drawn at а speed of 160 kilometres an hour. 


East Cheshire.—A pplication is to be made on the 30th 
inst. by a private company for powers under the Light Railways 
Act, 1896, to construct electric tramways in East Cheshire and West 
Derbyshire, between Stalybridge and Hyde, on the one hand, and 
Glossop on the other. Already the Manchester Corporation cars 
run out in the Ashton and Stalybridge direction. It is proposed by 
the Hast Cheshire Light Railways Syndicate to construct and work 
a system of tramways from Masham, as a centre connecting up in 
the west with the Hyde, Dunkinfield, Stalybridge and Moseley 
system, and on the east, vid Woodley, with the Glossop and Had field 
Tramways, with two further branches—one to Broadbottomiand the 
other to Tintwistle, vid Hollingworth. When this is completed 
there will be a complete tramway service between Glossop and 
Manchester, taking in, not only the towns mentioned, but also 
Stockport and Denton. Some weeks ago tbe Hyde Joint Tramways 
Board decided not to extend its scheme in the Glossop direction 
further than the boundaries of the two boroughs, and up to a few 
days ago it was feared that, after all, the missing link" would fail 
to be supplied. That there is & prospect of its being yet carried 
through has afforded lively satisfaction to the inhabitants of the 
district. The lines which it is proposed to construct will be on the 
trolley system, as it is desired to maintain uniformity, and their 
total length will be 7} miles. It is proposed to provide a frequent 
service of cars at low fares. The route will be a popular one and 
will not only serve a very large resident population, but will also 
attract much holiday traffic during the summer months. 


East Нат, — Аё the last meeting of the U.D.C. a letter 
from the Board of Trade was read sanctioning a loan of £2,700 for 
the purchase of five new cars. It was reported that the daily 
car-mileage average was now 2,326, as against 1,859 last year, 
and that the daily average receipts were £95 5s. 8d., against 
£65 11s. 04. last year. The iclerk was directed to approach the 
Wanstead U.D.O. to get consent to an extension of the tramway 
along Aldersbrook Road to Park Road. With respect to a suggestion 
to run motor omnibuses, it was decided that members should visit 
Hastings to inspect some double-deck buses which bad been 
supplied by Messrs. Milnes-Daimler, and were running there. 


Kirktintilloch, N.B.— The T.C. has agreed to approach 
the Glasgow Corporation Tramways to extend its system to the 
burgh. b: A 


Soothill Upper.—The U.D.C. has withdrawn its appli- 
cation for a prov. order to enable it to constructZelectric tramways 
between Chidswell and Dewsbury, 


(Continu:d on рел 869.) 
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THE GREENHILL ELECTRICITY WORKS, 
OLDHAM CORPORATION. 


THE year 1892, saw the first electrical undertaking of the 
Oldham Corporation take definite shape, for in that year the 
Rhodes Bank station, designed for an output of 720 H.P., 
was opened. The steady increase in the demand for 
electricity led to enlargementa of that station in October, 
1896, and again in September, 1899, until the capacity of 
the Rhodes Bank site, was practically exhausted. 

It was then necessary to consider the future development 
of the undertaking, and with the decision to carry out an 
extensive electrical tramway scheme, and the necessity of 
meeting a rapidly growing demand for energy for power and 


ambitious one, and the section at present completed will 
accommodate some 10,800 H.P. of the total 21,000 H.P. 
which it is proposed shall be accommodated on the site. 

These buildings comprise an engine room in two bays, 
130 ft. long and 88 ft. wide, faced internally with blue 
Staffordshire bricks to about 8 ft. above floor level, and 
with glazed bricks elsewhere. The floor is tiled and the roof 
glazed all over. A spacious switchboard gallery runs across 
one end of the engine room, and at this end are also situated 
the engineers’ and general offices, built partly over the 
switchboard gallery, and having the principal entrance in 
Churchill Street. 

One boiler house, situated at the western end of the site, 
has been constructed. It is 152 ft. 6 in. long and 


l View or Traction Bay, GREENHILL ÉnEcTRICcITY Works, OLDHAM. 


other purposes, it was decided to acquire'a:site!of sufficient 
area to meet the'requirementsjof the} borough, for some time 
to come, and to erect thereon a new power station. 

The site was eventually secured at Greenhill, adjoining the 
railway, and nearly opposite the original Rhodes Bank 
station. The designing of the new works was entrusted to 
the Council’s consulting engineers in electrical matters, 
Messrs. Kennedy & Jenkin, of 17, Victoria Street, West- 
minster, and the works will ultimately cover practically 
the whole of the available site. | 

The completed works will comprise an engine room in 
three bays, running at right angles to the railway, and two 
boiler houses, one on each side of the engine room, each 
conteining three bays running parallel with the railway, and 
provided with two square chimneys 250 ft. high, or four 
chimneys in all. 

It will be gathered:'that the scheme is a somewhat 


1097ft. 5 in. wide. Over the boiler house e coal store, 
capable; of holding 1,800 tons of coal, has been erected by 
the Columbian Co., of London, and is of their patent con- 
crete and steel-bar construction, as also are several fire-proof 
floors elsewhere in the building. The buildings are, for the 
most’ part, of fire-proof construction, and faced externally 
with red brick and stone dressings. 

The arrangement of the boiler plant is somewhat of a 
departure from the usual practice. 

Fight dry-back boilers and three Morrin’s patent Climax 
water-tube boilers are installed, and the latter, on account of 
their particularly rapid steaming qualities. should prove а 
valuable addition when the full lighting and traction load is 
obtained. Ultimately, the two outer bays will each contain 
eight dry-back boilers, and the centre bay four Climax 
boilere. | 

The dry-back boilers have been supplied by Messrs, E. 

F | 
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Danks & Co., of Oldbury. They are 11 ft. 6 in. diameter, 
and 14 ft. long. Each boiler has two Fox’s corrugated 
flues, and contains 214 tubes 3 in. in diameter. The 
furnaces are fitted with Butterworth’s fire bars, and two 
spring loaded safety valves are provided to each boiler. 
These boilers have. been designed to evaporate 11,500 lbs. 
of water per hour, with a working pressure of 160 lbs. per 

. in., and are arranged so that mechanical stokers can be 

ded if desired. C т: | | 

The main flue on the north ‘side of the. boiler house is 
under the firing floor, and on the south side, behind the 
boilers, both lead into ‘the chimney, which, is situated in the 
centre bay of the boiler house, adjacent. to the engine room. 
The chimney, which: is similart іп, size to;the other three 
which will ultimately be erected, is. 250 ft. high-and-12 ft. 
square internal measurement. ~ : x Cres 
r The. Climax boilers which, together with the pump-room 
and feed heaters, occupy the,remainder;of; the centre bay, were 
supplied by Mesers. 

Rowland & а Co., e 

Ltd., of] Reddish. 
Each boiler is de- 
signed to evaporate 
nominally 25, 000 
lbs. of water per 
hour, at a working 
pressure of 160, lbs. 
per sq. in. The 
boilers contain a 
central shell 4 ft. 
4 in. internal 
diameter, into 
which are expanded 
720 bent tubes, 
each 3 in. diameter 
and about 11 ft. 
9 in. loug. The 
feed water enters 
the central shell 
through a flat feed 
heater coil about 
350 ft. long, placed 
at the top of the 
boiler casing. The 
flue for the Climax 
boilers runs under 
the roof of the 
centre bay, some 
50 ft. above floor 
level, entering the 
chimney through an 
opening in the side. 
These boilers are 
also arranged for 
the addition of 
mechanical stokers 
if desired. 

The feed system 
to the boilers is in 
duplicate. Two feed 
pumps, single and 
compound, of the 
Weir direct-acting "E B | 
type, with capacities of 8,000 and 16,000 galloris per hour, are 
installed in the pump room. The feed water is drawn from 
the feed tank situated over the pump room, having a capacity 
of about 14,000 gallons, or from the hot-well tank, and is 
pumped through one or other of two Berryman patent feed 
heaters to the duplicate feed pipe lines. A Glenfield and 
Kennedy water meter is provided in the pump delivery to 
each feed line, and bye-passes are provided to the feed heaters 
to enable direct feeding to be used if desired. 

The Berryman feed heaters are each capable of raising the 
temperature of 50,000 lbs. of water per hour, at least 
150? F.; they were supplied by Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox. The feed heaters have been erected in a recess 
between the chimney and the west wall of the engine room. 

The main atmospheric exhaust pipe, which is 3 ft. 6 in. 
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in diameter, passes through this recess and is carried up 


inside and to the top of the chimney. The exhaurt may be 
taken direct up the chimney or bye-passed through either or 
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View Іх Bower House, SHOWING CLIMAx BOILERS, GREENHILL ELECTRICITY 
Worss, CLDHAM. 


both feed heaters. As the Climax boilers have their own 
heating coils, a direct connection from the pumps to them, 
has been provided. 

Two ranges of coal bunkers have been erected in the side 
bays of the boiler house. The coal from these will be fed to 
the stoking floor through 16 5-cwt. measuring boxes supplied 
by Messrs, Graham, Morton & Co., Ltd., Leeds, and through 
shoots which will eventually be taken direct to the hoppers 
of the mechanical stokers. 

A conveyor of the Hunt type will be provided to each coal 
bunker ; each will have a capacity of 8 tons per hour. The 
conveyors will carry the coal from a range of hoppers which 
have been built on the level of the railway on the north side 
of, and parallel to, the boiler house. A railway siding will be 
carried over the hoppers, and a weigh-bridge provided for 
enabling a check to be kept on the total-amount of coal sup- 
plied ito the station. дог =+- 

In addition to the coal conveyers, Hunt continuous ash 
conveyers, each 
having a capacity 
of 1 ton per hour, 
are being provided 
in subways under 
the boiler - house 
floors of the side 
bays. Hatches are 
provided for the 
reception of the 
asher, which will 
eventually be de- 
livered into an ash 
hopper at a con- 
venient height for 
feeding into carte. 

All the conveyers 
are being supplied 
by Messrs. Babcock 
and Wilcox, Ltd., 
and will be driven 
by suitably geared 
electric motors. 

In the two bays 
of the engine room 
which have been 
bailt, there are in- 
stalled six genera- 
ting sets; four 
specially intended 
for traction work 
in the west bay, 
and two for lighting 
only in the east 
bay. The engines 
are all of the Wil- 
lans compound 
three-crank — type, 
and are direct 
coupled to multi- 
polar generators of 
Messrs.  Siemens's 
make. 

The two smaller 
engines in the trac- 
tion bay are Messre. Willans’s 8:8 size, capable of giving 
about 600 н.р. when running at 300 revolutions per minute, 
and they are coupled to 370 Kw. compound-wourd generators 
giving 840 amperes at 500—550 volts as shunt machines, 
and 675 amperes at 550 volts when compounded. These 
sets are for traction purposes only. The two larger engines 
in this bay are of Mersre. Willans's 8 V size, rated at 1, 200 
H.P. when running at 230 revolutions per minute. 

These generators are compound wound for traction work 
with an output of 740 Kw., but are also arranged to run as 
shunt-wound machines for lighting purposes. Their output 
is 1,945 amperes at 450—550 volte. The two generating 
gets in the east bay are similar to the two large traction sets 
above, except that they arc shunt wound, and will be used 
for lighting only, 

No belancing plant has been put down at this station, 
for the low-tension lighting network, this being done at the 
old station at Rhodes Bank. | 
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ЧА 15,ton travelling crane is provided in each bay of the moving of heavy parts. Motor-generators, rotary converters, 
engine room; they were supplied by Messrs. T. Broadbent transformers, rheostats and regulators of every form will be 
and Sons, Huddersfield, and are each 38Vft.'span. Each во arranged and connected as to demonstrate their various 


crane is provided with three motors and 
suitable controllers for operating the 
lifting and travelling movementa, both 
motors and controllers being supplied 
by the Lancashire Dynamo Co. The 
cranes can be worked from either the 
lighting or traction circuit. 
(To be continued.) 


ELECTRICAL EXHIBITS AT 
ST. LOUIS. | 


THe Electricity Building promises to be 
one of the greatest centres of attraction 
next year, on account of the large 


number and variety of operating ex- . 


hibits. Many of the prospective 
exhibitors have already visited the 
Exposition, and have expressed them- 
selves in very enthusiastic terms about 
the favourable location of the building, 
its excellent arrangement for displaying 
exhibits, and the facilities for showing 
all kinds of machinery at work. A 
view of the north-west corner of the 
Palace of Electricity is shown on the 
next page, 

The application of electricity to every 
branch of industry has made such a great 
advance in the last iten years, that many 
of the exhibits shown here will be 
entirely new to the public in general. 
A few of the special features ; are 
enumerated below. | 


IWEIB;FEED PUMPS, GREENHILL ELECTRICITY, WORKS, OLDHAM. 


The largest classification both in area of, space and number functions. There will be shown, many ingenious applica- 
of exhibita will be that of machines for generating and using tions’ of motors to the diverse forms of machinery, in 
electricity. « Dynamos and motors of all the principal makes, which; so" much progress has been made in recent years. 
oth alternating and direct current, will'be;on;jexhibition, ^ '"The!principalicompanies in the electrical industry are mainly 


interested in this 
general classification, 
and their exhibita 
in the group will 
do credit to them- 
selves and to the Ex- 
position. 

Opportunity will be 
given for both still 
and live exhibits in 
the street railway field. 
Those exhibits within 
the Electricity Building 
will be chiefly motors, 
controllers, switch- 
boards and auxiliary 
apparatus. Outside 
there will be a double 
testing track, about 
1,400 ft. long, upon 
which speed, &ccelera- 
tion, braking and effici- 
ency tests can be run. 
Electric railway equip- 
ments of standard form 
will be tested, and not 
only this, but systems 
= | now being developed 
E will be given an official 
os trial. Signal apparatus 
and safety devices of 


1,200 H.P. Ілонтіха SETS, AND CONDENSING PLANT, OLDHAM.i every form will have 


opportunity to demon- 
strate their utility. 


most of them running. The largest of these machines will Expositions both in this country and Europe have marked 
be erected under the travelling crane along the west side of each great step in the advance of high pressure electrical 
the Electricity Building, so as to facilitate the placing and re- practice, and St. Louis is to be no exception. Arrangements 
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have been made and are in progress for showing the phenomena 
of high pressure currents beyond anything in this line 
attempted in previous Expositions. While proper safe- 
guards will be used at such demonstrations, yet it is 
intended to make them in such a way that the general public 
as well as electrical engineera may profit by them. 

Perhaps the wireless telegraph and telephone exhibits will 
attract as much attention as any other feature on the 
grounds. The largest wireless telegraph station ever erected 
will have a conspicuous location, where visitors may send 
messages to St. Louis and adjoining cities, in the same 
manner and with the same expedition as they would send 
over a telegraph line. 

Several investors and companies have prepared plans for 
exhibits of, wireless telephony over comparatively short 
distances. "The telephone stations, separated by the length of 
the building, wil be used without any metallic connection 
between the two. The waves will emanate from the coils 
of one station, and will induce corresponding pulsations in 
the coils of the receiving station, so that a conversation can 
be heard from one to the other. r 

It is probably that no branch of therapeutics has made a 
greater advance than the electrical. Electricity in the form 
of direct, alternating and intermittent current, is now 


will be shown inside the Electricity Building. Vacuum 
tube lighting by means of induced currents will also be 
shown. 

In the field of electro-chemistry, many new processes 
have lately been developed into commercial possibilities, A 
number of the great manufacturing companies at Niagara 
Falls and other water-power centres, have decided to show 
their electric furnaces and chemical processes in operation. 
The products of these furnaces are, as a rule, much purer 
than the producte which are made in any other way, and it 
will be of interest to the public to see the operations and the 
chemical changes, which occur under the influence of the 
electric arc. 

Arrangements have been completed for the establishment 
of special laboratories in the Electricity Building, with com- 
plete seta of recording instruments, whereby the juries of 
award and exhibitors may conduct careful and accurate teste 
upon every kind of electrical apparatus which may be shown 
in the Electricity Building. The presence of such laboratories 
at an exposition is a new departure, and will add greatly to 
the value of the awards, as the personal factor and the per- 
sonal judgment of the jury will be minimised, because the 
actual data regarding the performances of the machines or 
mechanism can be accurately ascertained. 


Тнк PaLACR or ЮгЕствіогтү, BT. 


utilised:in'the treatment of many forms of diseases, especially 
chronic cases, which have been especially refractory. This 
type of apparatus will include X ray tubes for physical 
treatment and for diagnosis, and the Finsen lights giving 
actinic or higher light rays, which are supposed to be 
especially efficacious in the treatment of certain kinds of 
diseases, 

Electro-magnetic instruments will also be on exhibit, 
and will be shown in operation for the special treatment of 
ear diseases. The acousticon, an instrument which very 
largely performs the function of the ear, will be graphically 
demonstrated. On account of the great number and variety 
of exhibits in this classification, the Electricity Building will 
prove a centre of interest to the doctors and physicians who 
are keeping abreast of the times in their particular work. 

À large number of inventions in electric lighting have 
been made in recent years, and these will all be demonstrated 
in a way which will be exceedingly attractive to the public. 
Arc lamps of every kind, and incandescent lights of every 
size and colour will be displayed. Nernst lamps will be 
utilised in lighting one of the buildings. The Cooper- 
Hewitt vapour arc lamps will illuminate the cascades, and 


Louis INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION. 


A number of'historical exhibits of very great merit are to 
be placed in this building. Mr. T. A. Edison, chief con- 
sulting electrical engineer of the department, has planned a 
personal exhibit, showing the earliest forms of the incan- 
descent lamp, phonograph, generators, and other mechanisms 
towards which he has contributed во much. The storage 
battery which he has designed especially for automobile use, 
combining light weight with high discharge rates, will claim 
the attention of engineers as well as of the public. 

The International Congress of Electricity, which is to be 
held from September 12th to 17th of next year, will draw a 
large number of eminent foreign engineers to St. Louis, as is 
indicated by letters from various European organisations to 
the Exvosition officials. The Committee on Organisation 
has held several important meetings attending the preliminary 
business of the Congress. The sessions will be held in the 
beautiful hall of the Library building. 

Through the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
all kinds of early types of electrical machines and apparatus 
will be shown, and this temporary collection promises to be 
the most complete ever gathered together. Displays from 
several associations, universities and laboratories will.contain 
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delicate and accurate instruments, as well as showing methods 
of research work. It is intended to make these exhibite, 
which are not commercial in character, highly educating 
to the public, and thus to dispel to some extent the mystery 
which enshrouds the lay man's mind in all things pertaining 
to this form of energy. 

Electricity is undoubtedly the greatest agency in making 
an exposition brilliant and successful. In addition to its 
manifestations of light and power, the electrical exhibit will 
be the epitome of all that electricity bas contributed to art, 
science and industry up to the present day. 


‘ELECTRIO TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 863.) 


Belgium.— The Communal Council of (Ghent has 
decided upon the substitution of overhead traction in place of 
battery traction. A new station will be constructed by the Société 
l'Unior, which company has secured the concession in defeating the 
old tramway company and the Allgemeine Elektricitüta Gesell- 
schaft. During two years the service of electricity would be 
assured by the Socié:ó l'Union, which will farnish the current to 
the tramways at cost price. The town will subsequently take over 
the power station, and continue to supply the current to the tram- 
ways at the price established by l'Union. 


Glasgow.—Application have been made by the Glasgow 
and South-Western Railway Co. for certain powers, inter alia, to 
work their line by electrical power, or partly by electrical and 
partly by other mectanical power. 

The T.C. is considering a proposal to give a bonus to motormen 
on account of freedom from accidents, &c. 

The extension of the Corporation tramways from Crookston to 
Hawkhead, in connection with the extension to Paisley, was opened 
on Wednesday. 


Gloucester.—The chairman of the Tramways Com- 
mittee has. reported that the 20 cars on order with the Brush Co. 
will be insufficient to meet the expected traffic at busy times. It is 
suggested that eight extra cars should be ordered from the Brush 
Co. on the same terms as those at present being made (£400 each). 
The 20 are to be delivered in January. 
factory progress with the track construction. 


Italy.—The Northern (Italian) Railway Co., of Milan, 
has just lodged an application with the Italian Minister of Public 
Works for a catchment of water on the River Liro equivalent to 
1,600 litres per minute, which with a head of water of 246:20 metres 
would develop a force of 5,600 н.р. The power thus obtained 
would be applied to the production of electric energy for the work- 
ing of the company's system between Milan and the Lakes of Alpine 
Italy as well as several lines of tramway. The energy would also 
be utilised ifor other industrial purposes. The project comprises 
the construction of a power station on the left bank of the Liro, 
near Chiavenna. The hydraulic installation will consist of five 
horizontal turbines, each of 1,000 н.р. A three-phase alternator of 
730 Kw. will be coupled to each turbine, and the pressure will 
be transformed from 2,060 to 30,000 volts for transmission. 
The estimated price of the projected works is fixed at 2,096,800 


Leicester.—It was announced at the meeting of the 
Leicestershire County Council that the negotiations with the Cor- 
poration respecting the construction and leasing of the two lengths 
of light railway (the one to Oadby, 7 furlongs 5 chains, and the one 
to Thurmaston, 1 mile) had fallen tbrough, as the Corporation was 
not now prepared to carry out the suggested arrangement which 
was set forth in the report presented to the Council st the May 
meeting. 


Liverpool.—4A new tramcar cover is being tried on the 
Liverpool tramways. The construction is light, and there is a perma- 
nent curved top of light wood. The sides and ends of the cover 
are glazed, the inside of the cover accordingly being weather 
tight. 


London.—The Camberwell B.C. and the other local 
authorities through whose districts the lines of the London Southern 
tramways pass, have received letters asking if the L. C. C. agrees to 
acquire the undertaking whether the Borough Councils will consent 
to the adoption of overhead traction and to the doubling of the 
lines where necessary. Tne communications farther state that the 
Highways Committee can only recommend the County Council to 
purchase the undertaking on the basis indicated. 

The St. Pancras B.C. has rescinded & decision come to by the 
previous Council, and adopted by 36 votes against 20 a resolution 
giving statutory consent to the construction of a tramway connecting 
with the tramway in Hampstead Road and passing across Euston 
Road and along Tottenham Court Road to a point opposite the 
Horse Shoe Hotel. 


Elberfeld Railway.—According to the daily Press, 
several fires have recently occurred in this suspended railway, 
with the result, it is said, that tbe public are boycotting the line. 
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dame | 


Mr. Law is making satis- ` 


Paisley.—An agreement has now been drawn up between 
Mr. Murphy, who is constiucting the Paisley District Tramway 
lines, and the Corporation, in regard to the question of stone setta, 
and the dispute is now settled for good. 


Rainham.—The U.D.C. here and those of several 
surrounding localities bave received notice from the Kent Electric 
Light Co. that it does not propose to proceed further this session 
with itselectric tramway extension scheme. 


Romford.— Powers are being sought by the Empire 
Electric Light and Power Co. to construct electric tramways at 
Hornchurch, Heath Park, Mawney Rcad and Victoria Road. No 
opposition is anticipated. 


Russia.—The Helios Elektricitäts Aktien Gesellschaft, 
of Colonne, has obtained an order for the electrification of the Tiflis 
tramways, in Rus is. The total amount of supplies and works will 
reach the figure of 5,000,000 marke, which includes the installation 
of the power station and the supply of 70 motor-cars. 


Shildon.— The United Kingdom Electrical Syndi- 
cate has informed the U.D.C. of its intention to apply for powers 
to construct electric tramways from Coppy Crooks to Church 
Street. 


South Lancashire.—A parcel service has been estab- 
lished on the South Lancashire Tramways, by which parcels not 
exceeding 112 lbs. may be sent over the company’s system, to or 
from Liverpool or Birkenhead. The parcels will be collected, 
carried by tramcar, and delivered at the following rates:—Up to 
З lbs., 3d. each; up to 14 lbe., 4d. each; up to 28 lbs, 5d., and so on 
in proportion. Collection and delivery will be made within rea- 
sonable distances of the tramway stations. The company have 
decided to proceed with the construction of the projected lengths 
of tramways which will connect the existing lines with Manchester, 
во establishing tramway connection between Manchester, Liverpool, 
and other towns. 


Stockport and Macclesfield.—A syndicate has been 
formed to obtain powers for providing electric tramways for the 
district, partly urban and partly rural, between the towns of Stock- 
port and Mac-lesfield. Between Manchester and Stockport com- 
munication is already established, and horse cars are run from the 
latter town to Hazel Grove, about four miles, by a private company. 
It is proposed by the syndicate to take over and electrify.this com- 
pany’s undertaking, and to extend the tramway through Norbury, 
Poynton and Butley to Macclesfield, and as far as Broken Cross. 
This will involve the construction of an additioval 14 miles of 
track. Power is also to be sought for supplying electricity in bulk 
to the local authorities en route and to the town of Macclesfield. 


ee ee eee 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cables Laid on Ground.— We read in the Llectricul 
World that with the idea of overcoming the suspension of com- 
munication with the north from Vancouver, B.C., by the Govern- 
ment telegraph being broken by heavy snow falls, the Dominion 
Government will lay a cable over three ranges of mountains, strong 
enough to withstand whatever may fall upon it. E. A. Hawley, 
‚оде of the foreman in charge of the construction in the north, who 
is now in Vancouver, said that sleet is the worst enemy of the 
telegraph lines in the north. The lines are being constantly broken 
and it ia often very difficult to find the ends in the snow. Last 
winter the experiment was tried of laying a cable over the moun- 
tains, allowing it to be covered by the snow, and although it was 
not a complete success, it demonstrated the fact that with a proper 
wire there would be little trouble. A heavier and properly insu- 
lated cable is now being prepared of sufficient length to extend 
over three ranges of mountaine, where the present trouble is ex- 
perienced. 


French Submarine Cables.—The French Senate, at 
its meeting of the 17th inst., passed the first reading of a Bill 
authorising the Government, under certain conditions, to expend 
about £920,000 for the laying of submarine telegraph cables to 
connect Brest with Dakar; Madagascar with the Island of La 
Réunion, and the latter with Mauritius; and a fourth cable to be 
laid from Saigon to Pontianak, in Borneo, touching at Poulo- 
Condor. 


Glasgow Telephones.—Mr. A. R. Bennett resigns 


the position of general manager and consulting engineer of 


the Glasgow Corporation Telephone Department at the end 
of the present financial year, and the Committee recom- 
mend to the T.C. the appointment of Mr. John Macfee, 
assistant manager. Mr. John M'Cullum, cashier, is recommended 
for the post of assistant manager. The number of telephones 
subscribed for and connected with the system has reached the total 
of 10,322, 


Telegraph Speeds.—The Eastern Telegraph Co. and the 
New Pacific Line made a new record on Saturday in their race to 
secure supremacy for lightning telegraphing of big events from 
Australia. Both authorities had the same identical message handed 
to them at Sydney at 6 p.m. to dispatch to London. The time of 
transmission was 13 minutes, an absolute record for a public 
message from Australia. The Pacific telegram sent over the new 
route and re-transmitted over the Anglo line was less than one 
minute behind it.] 
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Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLABP, INTERRUPTED, 


Dominica-Martinique ee be oe ee ee May 5, 1902 ee ee 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique .. ae at ee .. Мау 7, 1902 T 


Apjer-Kalianda .. M ae 25 T .. Aug. 2, 1902 ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro ee ee oe ee Aug. 18, 1902 .. oe 
Bt. Lucia -t. Vincent oe T .. Bept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
Кеівва-1вва (Yemen)-Camaran ‘<i Oct. 22, 1903 „. Ж 


Paramaribo-Cayenne .. E ee es 
New York-Hayti ss oe oe - 
Trinidad-Demerara No. .. ee „ә 
Tourane-Amoy .. ee T T ©» 
Accra- Lagos ex 


.. Nov. 14, 198. Nov. 22 
Lagos-Brass 


.. Nov. 14, 1993. 


Wireless Telegraphy.— А telegram from Rome says 
that the tariff for Marconi wireless telegrams bas now been fixed. 
The charge between Rome and England will be 1d.; between Romo 
and the United States and Canada, 3d.; and between Rome and 
Argentina, 4d. a word. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Brighton, — December 7th. Six water-tube boilers, 
piping, tanks, and sur dry other steam plant, for the Southwick 
power station. See Official Notices” November 6th. 

Crewe.—December 4. Wiring the new municipal 
offices. See “ Official Notices” November 20th. 


Dublin.—November 30th. Stores for the Dublin United 
Tramways Co. See Official Notices“ November 13th. 


Great Western Railway.—December 7th. Water-tube 
boilers, engines, three-phase generators and auxiliary plavt, for the 
Park Royal power station. See Official Notices" November 6tb. 


Hornsey.— November 30th. Meters, indicators and fuse- 
boxes. See Official Notices November 6th. 


Italy.— November 30th. The Municipality of Canosa di 
Puglia (Bari) is inviting tenders fer the installation and working 


of an electric lighting station for public and private purposes in the 
town. 


King's Norton and Northtield.— Cables for the tram- 


ways. See Official Notices to-day. 


Lancaster.— The T.C. has authorised the Tramway 
Committee to arrange for the purchase of 80 tons of rails, for the 
doubling of the line in South Road. 


L.C.C.—December 8th. Electric wiring of five sub- 


stations and three tramway car-sheda. See “Oficial Notices” 
November 13th. 


L.C.C. — December sth. Four 3,000-Kw. three-phase 
generators, with excitere, for the Greenwich tramway power station. 
Sce Official Notices“ November 13th. 


L. C. C.— January 19th, 1904. Six electrically-driven 
tbree- throw boiler feed pumps for Greenwich power station. See 
“ Official Notices " November 20th. l 


Middlesbrough.—November 25th. . One 600-kw. steam 
turbine dynamo; Lancashire boilers, condensing, and other plant. 
See Official Notices November 13th. 


N.E. Railway.—December 7th. Tenders for six months’ 


supply of telegraph ap, aratus, wire, and stores, are wanted by the 
secretary of the company at York. 


Preston.—December 12th. Traction switchboard and 
accessories. See Official Notices November 13tb. 


Sydney (N. S. W.).— December 30th. Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. See this column for November 6th. 


Trimdon Grange (Durham).—December tb. The 
owners of East Hetton, Trimdon, and Trimdon Grange Collieries, 
invite tenders for 12 months’ supply of electric light fittings, &с. 
Particulars and conditions from the store-keeper, Trimdon Grange 
Colliery Co., Durham. 


Wimbledon. — December 


sth. Water-softening and 
storage plant. 


Bec “ Oflicial Notices November 20th. 


OLOSED. 


Bath.—The British Westinghouse Co. has secured a 
further order for ten magnetic brake equipments for the new cars of 
the Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd. "These sets will be duplicates of 
those already ordered by the same company. 


Brighton.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
General Electric Co. (1900), Ltd., for 31 street police calls fire 
alarms and a 30-line switchboard at tbe police station, at £368. 


Monday, November 30th.—At 730 p.m. 


Dartford.— The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. W. T. Henley's Co. for laying cables in Dartford Road to 


. the St. Vincent Schools at £463, and also for the supply of house 


gervices. 


Leeds.—The T. C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Edgar Allen & Co., Ltd., for the supply of pointe, crossings, and 
special track work for tramway junctions. 

West Ham.—The Corporation has placed an order at 


£619, with Mesms. Macartney, McElroy & Co., for the overhead 
equipment of the interior of the car-shed in West Ham Lave. 


Wigan.—The Т.С has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Johnson & Phillips for the supply of electric light cables. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, November 27th.—At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting 
at the Royal College of Science. An Electrical 
Thermostat," by Horace Darwin; On the Occurrence of 
Cavitation in Lubrication,” by 8. Skinner; A Lecture 
Experiment in Electrical Resonance,” by Dr. W. Wat- 
son. 


Saturday, November 23th.—At 7.30 p.m. Glaszow Technical Col- 
lege Scientific Society. Mr. J. H. Pocock on Some 
Remarks on the Willans Engine.” 

At 10.30 a.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Stu- 
dente’ Section). Visit to the County of London and 
Brush Co.’s works at City Road. 

Society of Engineers. 
Paper by Mr. A. Gay on ‘Mechanical Stokers for 
Electricity Generating Stations.” 

Instituto of Marine Engineers. “Fuel Testing,” at 58, 
Romford Road. 

Tuesday, December 1st.—London Electrical Contractors’ Aesocia- 
tion. Mr. F. B. Joseph on Are we Tradesmen ? " 

Wednesday, December 2nd.— At 7.20 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students’ Section) Paper on “The 
Operation of Electric Lifts," by Mr. H. Church. 

Liverpool Engineering Society. Mr. E. J. Hidden on 
“ Recent Telephone Developments in Liverpool." 

At 8 p.m. Society of Arts. The Fiscal Problem," by 
Bir Chas. M. Kennedy, K.C.M.G. 

Thursday, December 3rd.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Birmingham). Opening meeting. Mr. 
J. C. Vaudrey will deliver his address. 

At 8 p.m. Chemical Society. Paper by Mr. G. T. Moody 
оп “ Тһе Atmospheric Corrosion of Zinc." 

Friday, December 4th.—At 8 p.m. Junior Institution cf Engi- 
neers. Paper on Recent Developments in the Con- 
struction and Working of Gas Engines,” by Prof. 
D. 5. Capper. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers (Students). 
“ Artificial Draught as Applied by Fans to Steam 
Boilers,” by W. H. A. Robertson. 

Saturday, December 5tb.—At 7.30 p.m. Glasgow Technical Col- 
lege Scicntific Society. Mr. W. H. Booth on " Super- 
heat." | 


NOTES. 


Electrical News from Mauritius.— News which has 
lately come to hand from Mauritius shows that electrical things are 
going aLead there. The electrical lighting regulations in force are 
technica!ly the same as those of the British Board of Trade. In 
regard to overhead wires there are certain rules, but to some of these 
is added the proviso, “ Unless permission to the contrary be granted 
in writing by the 3urveyor-General," so that each application for 
powers 18 considered on its merits. The Mauritius Hydro- Electric 
Co. has a 15-year concession of a small waterfall, from which it can 
get enough power to worka 60-к\у. dynamo. It distributes a single- 
phase current at 2,000 volte to several villages within & radius of 
three miles, and lights up a number of Government establish ments. 
In return for the concession they supply 200 lamps tothe Governor's 
residence free !! They supply current to the public at the rate of 
about 40 cents of a rupee per unit. The company is remarkable, 
inasmuch as it is purely Indian. American apparatus is used, and, 
of course, bare overhead wires. One man has been killed by fallen 
wires during three years’ operation. It i8 probable that the com- 
pany will shortly change its system to three-phase. 

A small installation is to be put down for the Government water- 
works filter beds, also one for the Royal Observatory. For the 
filler beds plant plenty of water at a head of 165 ft. is available, 
but for the observatory installation & small oil engine will do 
gervice. 

The installation for the Government Central Railway Station at 
Port Louis will be driven by an old steam engine the first year, 
but will be replaced by an oil engine in the second усаг. The arc 
lamp-posts are to be made locally from old rails. 
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The Government railway workshops at Plaines Lauzun afford a 
very good case for the substitution of electric driving. Coal costs 
35s. per ton, and an old locomotive engine, non-condensing, and 


using steam at 120 lbs., is used for driving the various workshops. 


The coal consumption is about 6 lbs. per 1. H. .- hour. There are 
several right-angle transmissions, &c., in the shafting between the 
various shops. As it has been found possible to buy electric energy 
from the nearest supply company at about 9 cente per unit for a 
day load, а report was prepared by the Government experi and 
accepted, and tenders have lately been invited for the supply of 
electric energy. The power required is only about 80 H.P., but it is 
estimated that there will be а uct yearly saving of about R. 6,000. 
The matter will be provided for in next year's estimates. 

Port Louis has ite municipal electrical scheme, but for the moment it 
is in abeyance, as the constitution of the municipality is now under- 
going reorganisation at the hands of the Government. When this 
is settled probably ths scheme will arise again. 

There are at present many new branch lines of railways under 
construction, and the question is now under consideration to 
what extent it would be economical to use electricity on theee lines, 
as well as on the main lines. With coal at 35s. per ton and cheap 
water power available, the prospect for electrification is hopeful. 

The Curepipe Electric Light and Power Co., which has had a 
chequered career since it commenced operations in 1887, has now 
“ developed" a waterfall four miles from Curepipe, anc uses a 
6,600-volt transmiesion. 

It is stated that the quality of the engineering work to be seen 
in Mauritius is not at all brilliant, and, indeed, there is said to be 
not an electrica] engineer of any sort at work. 

An interesting comment passed upon the situation from an 
electrical trading point of view is the following :—'' Mauritius being 
a British Colony, it is perhaps unnecessary to remark that the 
majority of the electrical machinery here is American and German." 


Electrical Engineers R.E. (V. Concert, — On 
Thursday evening last week a Ladies Night " concert, the first of 
the kind, we believe, was given at the head-quarters of the regi- 
ment, Regency Street, Westminster. A fairly good gathering of 
members and friends resulted, and the programme contained a 
number of items which so evidently pleased the audience that we 
hope to see these entertainments become a regular feature with the 
Electrical Engineers Volunteers during the winter. There is much 
latent talent amongst the members, and outeide assistance can 
readily be obtained. Mrs. Barker is an adept at recitations, and 
quickly secured the sympathies of her listeners ; while Miss Gwennie 
Mason, a youthful performer of 18 summers, charmed everybody 
with ber performances on the harp, her playing being remarkable 
for one so young, and auguring well for her future career as an 
artiste. Corporal D. C. Mackenzie Hume mystified the onlookers 
with some cleverly-manipulated card tricks; Miss Amy Fowler sang 
" Coon Songs,” to her own guitar accompaniment, while Miss Grace 
Barker and several members of the corps sang more or less well- 
known ballads, much to the satisfaction of those present. Major 
Erskine gallantly occupied the post of chairman, and he was вш- 
rounded by quite a number of his brother officers. What with the 
brilliant uniforms, the charming dresses of the ladies, the more sub- 
dued clean biled rags and clawhammers of some of the male per- 
formers and visitors, and the decorations, the drill hall presented an 
unusually attractive and animated appearance, and we congratulate 
Major Erskine, who, we believe, was responsible for the concert 
arrangements (although we suspect Mrs. Erskine made a good aider 
and abettor) upon a decidedly successful evening. 


The I. E. E. and the King of Italy.—On Friday even- 
ing last a deputation from the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
was received by H.M. the King of Italy. The deputation, which 
consisted of Mr. R K. Gray, the President, Lieut.-Col. Crompton, 
Sir H. C. Mance, Dr. J. W. Swan, Prof. S. P. Thompson, and Mr. 
McMillan, the secretary, was received in the Vandyck Room of the 
Castle, being introduced to his Majesty by Lord Kenyon, 
Lord-in-Waiting. The King shook hands with the mem- 
bers of the deputation, graciously received the address, 
and entered into a general conversation, in the course 
of which he showed an intimate knowledge of the progress 
of electrical and telegraphic science and engineering in his 
dominions. The deputation retired after spending about 10 minutes 
in this way with the King, and after taking tea returned to 
London. Telegrams expressive of cordial feelings passed later in 
the day between the Associazione Elettrotecnica Italiana, the 
Milan Bection of the Associazione and the London Institution. 

The address which was presented to his Majesty referred in 
happily chosen and very appropriate terms to the friendship and 
hospitality which were so liberally shown on the occasion of the 
Institution’s visit to Northern Italy last spring. 


An American View of the Protection Proposals.— 
The Western Electrician which has come to hand this week con- 
tains the following editorial notice :—“ If one stops to consider that 
nearly half of the exports of electrical machinery from the United 
States in the year cnded June 30th, 1903, went to the United King- 
dom, it will be seen that the protective-tariff proposals of Mr. 
Joseph Chamberlain are of direct interest to the electrical manu- 
facturers of this country. The total exports of electrical machinery 
(in which electrical appliances, including telegraph and telephone 
instruments, are not included) for the year mentioned were valued 
at 85.779.459, and of this amount the United Kingdom took 
$2,256,062 worth. Mr. Chamberlain proposes a duty of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem on all manufactured goods imported into Great Britain, 
and if bis ideas PEE as is quite possible, American electrical 
manufacturers will have to meet this new handicap. It behoves the 
exporters of this country to watch the British situation carefully 
that they may meet the changed conditions should they arise.” 


Royal Commission on London Locomotion.—This 
Commission sat again at the Westminster Palace Hotel on Friday, 
under the chairmanship of Sir D. Barbour, when evidence was 
given by Superintendent Cole, of the E Division of Police. He 
called attention to the obstruction caused by tramway termini. In 
his division they had tramway termini at Gray’s Inn Road and 
Theobald’s Road. Apart from thc termini the tramways did not 
cause a great deal of obstruction in the street. He thought that 
the tramways should provide sidings off the streets for their 
termini, while in narrow atreets termini should be prohibited 
altogether. A great deal of obstruction was caused by the open- 
ings in the streets made by electric light, telephone and other com- 
panies. The companies took a great deal of time over the work 
and did not work during the night, as they might. The police had’ 
no control over such works. 

Superintendent Powell, of the T Division, which stretches fro 
Fulham to Acton, and includes Hammersmith, Shepherd’s Bush, 
Brentford, &c., said the electric cars of the London United Tram- 
ways Co. ran through his district. In King Street, Hammersmith, 
great inconvenience was caused by the electric tramways owing to 
the narrowness of the street, but he was of opinion that the great 
convenience of the tramways to the travelling public outweighed 
other disadvantages. There was also great congestion owing to the 
narrowness of High Street, Brentford, and it was no uncommon 
thing to see eight or fen tramcars waiting. owing to a 
tradesman's cart being on the line. He thought there 
should be no stopping places for  tramcars in narrow 
streets. The Shepherd’s Bush terminus was in the middle of the 
street opposite the Tube Railway, and there was often a great rush 
of passengers, which he considered not only an inconvenience, but a 
danger. He thought the loop system would be preferable to the 
terminus. At Kew Bridge there was a kind of siding, and there 
was not so much danger or inconvenience. If it were possible to 
have a kind of station for the tramcars to draw into at termini, 
it would be better. In cross-examination, the witness said he was 
certainly of opinion that no tramway ought to be allowed in. 
High Street, Brentford. The High Street was like the neck 
of a bottle. Judging from the number of passengers using 
the tramwaya, he felt that the construction of the iarge tram- 
way scheme was an advantage, — — 

Superintendent Norris, of the L Division, called attention to the 
obstruction caused to the traffic by the tramway termini at West- 
minster and Blackfriars Bridges. He suggested that such termini 
should not be in a busy street, but in a by-road, or on private 
ground, 


Electrical Mail Vans.—4A number of electrical motor 
vehicles are being built for the use of the Postal authorities at 
Munich, Germany, for the transport of mails between the various 
post offices. They are of a small type, intended to carry a load 
of only 2cwt.atan average speed of 94 miles per hour. They will 
be equipped with a small battery of Tudor accumulators, while two 
spare sets will be kept at the charging station, one of which will be 
always ready charged in time for it to be quickly substituted for the 
discharged battery. 

A number of electric motor vans has just been put into service by 
the Postal authorities at Philadelphia, U.S.A., for the conveyance of 
the mails between the G.P.O. and the railway stations. 


French Competition for Electric Motor-Vehicles.— 
A French daily, Le Mow/e Sportif, is this week holding а com- 
petition of electric motor-vehicles. The programme provides for 


four daily runs ranging from 90 to 132 kilometres. The points to 


be taken into account in making the awards are (1) the cost per 
car-kilometre, (2) the frequency of battery re-charging operations, 
and (3) comfort. 


Appointment Vacant.—Sub-station and outside assist- 
ant for Walsall. See our advertisements to-day. 


India-Rubber and Gutta-Percha Planting.—The 
following is an extract from an exhaustive report made by Mr. R. 
Dupont, the Curator of the Botanic Station in the Seycbelles 
Islands : — 

"A good contribution of Para rubber seeds was sent by me 
whilst in Ceylonin September last. A tin of 2,000 freshly gathered 
seeds, dipped in a solution of copper sulphate for the destruction 
of fungi, and sprinkled with crystals of naphthaline, arrived in such 
good condition that not less than 1,700 planta were distributed and 
sold at 10 cents apiece two months latet. These seedlings are 
growing well everywhere in Seychelles, and it seems that there is no 
plant that is better adapted to the climate, soil, and labour supply 
of this Colony. The seeds are easily available in Ceylon, where 
planting an acre does not cost more than Rs. 7. All valleys, ravines, 
river banks, and especially the numerous marshy lands, which 
amount to several thousands of acres in all the Seychelles Islands, 
should be planted without delay. The price of Para rubber is rising 
every day, reaching 4s. 4d. in Ceylon, whilst the cost of tapping 
is as low as 45 cents in that Colony, where an acre produces 200 lbs. 
at least. 

“ Castilloa Биет. - Seeds were sent twice by me from Ceylon, 
but both consignments miscarried and reached Seychelles only four 
mouths after the date of shipping. Only a few seeds brought by 
me on my return from the East have succeeded, and are now being 
distributed. A few plants bedded out at the Botanic Station, on 
Capucin Crown land, and on some private estates, are doing very 
well. 

West African rubber ( F'untumia elastica) and Assam rubber (Ficus 
elastica) have also been introduced, the former from the Gold, Coast 
and the latter from Java. e 

“Gutta Percha.—Seeds and plants of the following varieties;of. 
putta-percha have been successfully introduced:—(1) Palagium 
Gutta, best variety; (2) Pichopsis obovata; (3) Palojuam тсир? ; 
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(4) Payenia Leerii. The plants have stood the long transit from 
Java very well, and some of them have been distributed already." 

We may add that Mr. Dupont bas made a full report on Para 
rubber, which will be found among the printed miscellaneous 
Colonial reporte, recently issued. The following is an extract from 
the annual report of Ceylon for last year:— 

“Para rubber is rapidly taking its place as one of the most 
important of the cultivatiors of the island, and bas been planted up in 
various climates at different elevations, but will be found, no doubt, 
most profitable at the lower elevations. During the year some 
250,000 seeds have been distributed from the trees in the 
Henaratgoda Garden. Good yields have been obtained, and the 
best methods of getting rid of the water and preparing the 
‘biscuits’ for the market are beginning to be understood and 
practised. Prices have been kept up to a high figure, over 4s. 
having been obtained for a large quantity. Proposals for experi- 
mental plantations of Para rubb.r under irrigation works in the dry 
sone are being considered.” 


Submarine Signalling.—The submarine fog signal of 
the late Elisba Gray and Mr. A. J. Mundy has been tried by the 
Metropolitan Steamship Co., and the officers found they could locate 
the Boston lightehip at a distance of three miles or more when 
approaching at the full speed of 16 knots. The method consists in 
ringing a submerged bell at the lighthouse by electricity. The 
sound travels through the water and impinges on two receivers, one 
on each side of the ship, in connection with a telephone box in the 
wheelhouse. The observer listens in tke telephone and moves a 
switch to right or left until he ascertains on which side the sound is 
loudest, that is to say, on which side of the vessel the distant bell 
lies. By a little marceuvring the captain can get his direction with 
accuracy. 


Electric Resistance of the Human Body.— It bas 
hitherto been supposed that the resistance of the body depends 
above all on that of the skin, and tbat tbe resistance of the :kin 
depends on its vascularisation and its moistness or degree of im- 
pregvation with liquids. Experiments by M. Leduc, reported in 
the Comptes Rendus, show that while the resistance comes mainly 
from the skin, it depends not on moistness or vascularieation, but, as 
in other electrolytes, on the nature and number of tbe ions it con- 
taine. With the same conditions of &za of electrodes, place of 
application, nature of ions and voltage, the results he obtained were 
always the same. Measurements of the resistance of tbe buman 
body made under the same conditions are therefore comparable, and 
may be utilised for diagnosis. . 


South African Notes.— Our 
spondent writes :— 

Middelburg (Transvaal).—The Electrical Adviser to the Imperial 
Forces in the Transvaal is calling for tenders for the electric light- 
ing of the military cantonments (Royal Eogineers) at Middel- 
burg. 

Natal Harbour Department.—The tender of Greenwood & Batley, 
Ltd, for three sets of 4 kw. de Laval turbine-dynamos for light- 
ing the suction-dredgers Curlew, Ibis and Vater Rat has been 
accepted by this department. 

Durban.—The borough electrician has been authorised to pur- 
chase 120 additional arc lamps, to carry out the improved light- 
ing of the town. In view of obtaining experience on lamps of other 
types, so as to be able to purchase to best advantage when further 
supplies are required, 20 each are to be ordered from the following 
firms, viz., South African General Electric Co., Western Electric 
Co, Johnson & Phillips, and the British Westinghouse Co; the 
approximate cost is £5 each. 

Potchefstroom.—It is stated that certain of the connections made 
by the Electric Supply Co. bave had to be taken off by order of the 
Government. This has caused great annoyance to the people con- 
cerned, and it is poesible that litigation may result. The Govern- 
ment evidently considers that the company has exceeded its powers, 
but it is thought that the Government should display a grester 
anxiety to push through a scheme of its own selection, and allow 
the present company to supply the light until the new contractors 
are ready with their installation. 


Universal Engineers,—We have received from a cor- 
respondent a card addressed to him by a firm of ‘Consulting 
Engineers and Elecfrical Experts,” with a letter from the firm 
offering its services. The card sets forth that the firm is in a 

osition to undertake any branch of engineering, and qualified to 

ripg any work we Dictate or Supervise to a Profitable, Scientific 
and Satisfactory conclusion both for our Clients and ourselves.” 
The firm’s attainments cover the fields cf electricity, hydraulics 
and manufacture, designing machines and factories, architecture, 
surveying, drawing and designing art metal. 

This remarkable firm evidently needs no advertisement at our 
hands, snd we therefore refrain from stating its name. We would, 
however, adviee all other consulting engineers cf whatsoever brarch 
of engineering, to look about them for suitable billets at once, as it 
is evident that their energies will shortly become supei fluous in 
their present capacities. They might form a special fire brigade, to 
extinguish the Thames, in view of the conflagration which appears 
probable. And the I. E. E. may hide its diminished head, for this 
bold and capable firm has set its code of etiquette at defiance ! 


Johannesburg  corre- 


Cancer and Röntgen Rays,—M. Ribaud in a paper 
before the Academy of Sciences, Paris, on the cure of cancer in tke 
breast in a woman of 54 years of age by Röntgen rays applied since 
the middle of July, states that he kept to the same conditicns of 
apparatus throughout the treatment, but varied the number and 
duration of tbe exposures; that is, the quantity of rays absorbed, 


-= with accommodation for 40 cars. 


He employed an accumulator of 70 volts and 3 amperes, a Contre- 
moulins-Gaiffe interrupter, a Gaiffe induction coil giving a spark cf 
0'40 metre, and a large tube or bulb marked Voltohm, of 
Frankfort, which, when regulated by a phosphorescent ecreen, 
yielded a very constant supply of rays of a determinate strength 
during the exposure. The disease having deep roots, he used 
average rays, marking six on the radio-chromometer. The cathode 
was always O11 metre from the skin. At first the rays werc 
applied every two days, but latterly at longer intervala. Pain di- 
appeared at the fourth application, and at the sixth the tumonr had 
already lost about a third of its size. The ganglions were gone 
about the fifteenth. By November 4th the tumour was reduced to 
one-fourth of its original bulk. 


Ipswich Electric Tramways Opening.—On Saturday 
last the formal opening of the Ipswich electric tramways and 
lighting undertaking took place. 

About noon the door of the main entrance to the generating 
station, in Constantine Road, was at the invitation of Mr. Jervis, 
the chairman of the Electric Lighting and Tramways Committee, 
opened by the Mayoress, a silver key being used for the purposc. 
Subsequently tbe gueste to the number of 140 partook of a cold 
luncheon at tte invitation of Mr. J. W. Jervis, the company includ- 
ing the High Sheriff of Suffolk, Mr. B. M. Jenkin, of Messrs. Ken- 
nedy & Jenkin, the consulting engineers, Mr. Stanley Peach, the 
architect for the buildings, the Mayor, members of the: Cor- 
poration, &с. 

A somewhat protracted toast list followed the luncheon, and sub- 
requently the ceremony of starting a traction set and lighting 
balancer was performed by tbe Mayoress, followed by a tour of the 
Witton tramway route. 

The site of the generating station, car-shed and destructor is on 
what is known as Seven Acre Field; there is ample space for 
extensions, and it practically adjoins the G.E. Railway and the 
River Gipping. r 

The station buildings include engine, boiler and battery rooms, 
workshop, car-shed and separate suites of offices for the tramways 
and lighting staffs. In the engine room there are two 120-kv. ligbting 
gets, two 240-K w. lighting or traction sets, and two 150. Kw. balancers. 
The engines were supplied by the local firm, Messrs. Reavell and 
Co., and the dynamos, also two motor boosters and the switch- 
board, were supplied by the Electrical Co., Ltd. A small milkivg 
booster for use with the battery is also installed. The battery cor- 
sists of 248 cells, and has a normal capacity of 400 ampere-hours ; it 
was supplied by the Tudor Accumulator Co. Four dry-back marine 
type boilers (by Danks, of Oldbury) are at present installed in the 
boiler hcu:e, and a Green economiser is being connected up. 

The contract for the steam, exhaust, feed and drain piping bas 
been carried out by the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineer- 
ing Co., this firm also supplying the surface condenser and pumps. 
The 15-ton engine-room crane was supplied by Mesars. Ransomes and 
Rapier, of Ipswich. 

The car-shed, which occupies a corner of the site, has eight tracks 
The present contract for 26 cars 
has been carried out by the British Westinghouse Co, the bodies 
and trucks being supplied by the Brush Electrical Engineering Co. 
The cars are of the single track, double-deck type, and have a total 
seating capacity of 50 passengers. Three brakes are fitted, slipper, 
track and electrical. 

The refuse destructor is of the Meldrum Simplex type; it is con- 
nected to the power station chimney shaft by a considerable length 
of flue. This chimney is 179 ft. in height and 12 ft. square inside. 
The contractors for the permanent way were Messrs. Dick, Kerr, 
Ltd., and some 104 miles of route have been laid down, partly 
double track. The contract for the overhead equipment has be«n 
carried out by the British Electrical Equipment Co., London. 

Messre. Johnson & Phillips have carried out all the cable work 
for both the tramways and lighting. The tramway undertaking has 
cost some £110,000, and an additional outlay of £43,000 has been 
incurred in street widenings, many of the principal thoroughfares 
having to be widened. | 

It will be recalled by those who know the locality that some 
nine years have elapsed since an electricity scheme was first mooted 
for the town, and we may, therefore, be excused for doubting the 
Mayor’s accuracy, if not his good intentions, in claiming “ Ipswich 
as a progressive town second to none in the eastern counties." 
After years of hesitation the Corporation has launched into an ex- 
ceedingly comprehensive scheme, which would retiect credit on a 
much larger town, and in this case is likely to require akilful 
management during the first few years in order to make it a 
success. 


The Engineers’ Club.— Under the foregoing title a new 
association has been formed for the promotion of social intercour-e 
between members of the engineering and allied professions. The 
programme at present arranged includes a smoking concert at the 
Westminster Palace Hotel on Friday, November 27th, and a 
children’s party, followed by a Cinderella dance at the Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, on Saturday, December 12th. An attractive list of 
other social gatherings to follow is being prepared. The club has 
been founded under the auspices of the Junior Institution of Eugi— 
neers, but membership is open to the profession generally проп 
proper introduction. It is hoped, in the future, to be able to engage 
permanent rooms so that members may enjoy the usual advantages 
of a club house. Mr. Fred. S. Pilling, 20, Victoria Street, West- 
minster, S.W., one of the joint hon. secretaries, will be pleased to 
auswer any inquiries. 


Lecture.—At a meeting of the Edinburgh Association 
of Science and Arts held last week, Prof. Francis G. Baily 


delivered a lecture оц Recent Advances in Electric Raiiwivs 
and Tramways.” 
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Personal. — Amongst the Italian ladies resident in London 
who bad the honour of being presented to Н.М, the Queen of Italy 
at the Italian Embassy on Thursday last week was Mrs. W. B 
Esson. Mrs. Esson, who was born in Rome, bore the illustrious 
name of Giustiniani; her father, who fought with Garibaldi, was 
a Roman and her mother a Venetian. 

The directors of the Midland Railway have appointed Mr. 
Richard Mountford Deeley, locomotive works manager at Derby, 
to be chief locomotive superintendent, in succession to Mr. B. W. 
Johnson, who retires after 30 years’ service. Mr. Deeley was 
recently sent to America to inquire into engineering methods on 
American railways. 

Mr. E. Garside, who has for the last five years been associated 
with the switch department of Messre. Ferranti, Ltd., has resigned 
his position of chief draughtsman with them, in order to take up the 
management of the works and drawing (ffice of Mesers. Lionel 
Robinson & Co., Ltd., Ferry Worke, Thames Ditton. 

The Hon. George Peel, a director, and Mr. F. E. Heese, the 
general manager of the Eastern Extension Telegraph Co., left 
London on Wednesday last to visit the company’s stations abroad. 


London County Council.—At the last meeting it 
was decided to sanction the loan of £849 to the Islington Borough 
Council for mains, and £6,040 to the St. Pancras Council for electric 
lighting purposes. 

The adjourned report of the Highways Committee was submitted 
in reference to tbe rebuilding of car-sheds at the Streatham depot 
in connection with the projected conversion of the Brixton cable 
line to the electric conduit system at an early date. An expenditure 
of £35,000 wasiapproved for providing accommodation for 82 single- 
truck care, and the sum of £91,030 was also allocated to the erection 
of the superstructure of car-sheds required at the New Cross depôt. 

The Highways Committee reminded the Council of the accept- 
ance of the tenders of tbe British Westinghouse Electric Co. last 
April for the supply of 200 cars for the New Cross and Greenwich 
tramways. A large number of the cars had already been supplied, 
and a further quantity were ready for delivery, but the Council had 
no car-shed accommodation for them, although the contracte con- 
templated the acceptance of the cars by now. In these circum- 
stances, and in view of the fact that the car bodies occupy consider- 
able space at the works, the contractors had asked that certain pay- 
ments should be made on account of work completed but not 
delivered. The Committee considered the request to be reasonable, 
and recommended the Council to accede to it. 


Smoke Abatement.—The Willesden District Council 
recently summoned the Metropolican Electric Supply Co. for black 
smoke nuisance from their chimney shafts in Acton Lane. 

Mr. Muir, fi г the defence, argued that what in the Smoke Abate- 
ment Society’s chart is black and dense black was merely light and 
moderate grey 1espectively. He also alleged discrepancies in the 
times adduced by witnesses, and said that the company bad high 
chimneys and stoking appliances and grates that obviated smoke 
emission, £700 being spent this year for the latter purpose, and two 
assistant engineers being appointed since July with the sole duty to 
minimise smoke from the furnaces. 

Mr. J. 8. Highfield bcra out these statements as chief engineer 
tothe company. They had, he said, 44 boilers, 20 hand stoked, 
eight with Vicars's appliances and/the remainder chain grates. They 
tested all coal and rejected that with unusual smoke, and though 
in getting up steam quickly by hand stoking, they caused smoke, 
it was not black smoke. 

Mr. James Swinburne stated that the Smoke Society’s chart 
omitted black smoke. In giving judgment, the chairman said on the 
offence alleged on September 16th they determined to convict. 
They imposed a fine of £5, made an order to abate the nuisance and 
prohibit its occurrence. They awarded the Council £20 costs. Mr. 
Muir said his clients would appeal to Quarter Bessions, and the 
recognisance for the appeal was fixed at £20. 


The Speed of Electric Cars.—The case of the 
L О.Т. drivers, involving excessive speed charges, recently 
further occupied the West London Court. Evidence was given 
by Prof. Silvanus Thompson, who stated that since the last 
hearing he had made a careful examination of the company's 
mechanical and electrical plant and of the four cars, and he had 
made four speed tests of each of the cars over the measured furlong 
used in Colonel Purcell's tests. The mean speeds attained by the cars 
were as follows:—Car No. 272, 14:466 miles per hour; No. 60, 
12:187 miles; No. 75, 13:335 miles; No. 173, 14:157 miles. When 
he made these tests he had a voltmeter on the cars, and he was 
satisfied that the conditions under which the tests were made were 
fair, and that there had been no tampering of any sort or kind with 
the electrical plant or with the cars. In his judgment it was not 
possible for auy of these cars to go at 17 miles per hour on the tec- 
tion of line referred to. In cross-examination (eays the Times 
account) Prof. Thompson said it was not necessary to use a volt- 
meter for tects of speed; the use of a voltmeter was only necessary 
when, as at the last hearing of this case, suggestions of fraud were 
made. Asked whether Mr. Evershed (who gave evidence for the 
prosecution at the former hearing) was an electrical authority, Prof. 
Thompson said Mr. Everahed was an electrical instrument maker; 
among other things he made speed indicators. Further evidence 
having been given, Mr. Rose said it was clear that the methods by 
which Mr, Ford took the speeds which were the subject of the 
summonses were not soexact and accurate that he could have relied 
upon them if it had been alleged that the regulation speed per hour had 
baen exceeded by, say, a quarter of a mile per hour, and if Mr. Muir 
could have shown conclusively that the cars could not have attained 
a greater speed than 13 miles an hour, then he would have been 
obliged to come to the conclusion that Mr. Ford’s experiments must 


be entirely disregarded. But, after hearing all the scientific evi- 
dence, he was not so satisfied of Mr. Ford's gross inaccuracy as to 


doubt his statement that the speed of the cars exceeded 10 miles an 


hour, although it appeared to be practically impossible that tke 
cars could have attained the very high speeds which Mr, Ford 
alleged. And if the speed exceeded 10 miles an hour there must be 
a fine. As to the amount of the fine, motorists would no doubt 
think that the same fine as they usually had to pay ought to be 
imposed on this great company ; but it was not the company that 
was summoned, but the drivers, and he would impose fines of £2 
each. Mr. Muir, who appeared for the company, said that Mr. 
Ford had in the course of the case made a deliberate suggestion of 
fraud against the company in connection with the tests, and he 
hoped the magistrate would express his opinion on that point.* Mr. 
Rose said he did not regard it as a suggestion of fraud. Mr. Ford 
said he had not intended to make such a suggestion; if he had 
made it he withdrew it. 


Wind-driven Electricity Works.—The problem of 
using wind power in connection with electricity works has often 
been investigated, the principal drawback being the variable strength 
cf the wind, resulting in corresponding variations in the speed of 


- the dynamo. This difficulty, however, has, it appeara, recently been 


solved by Prof. La Cour, who, on behalf of the Danish Government, 
has for some years past been engaged in studying the question. In 


order to impart to the motor an approximately continuous apeed 


independently of the strength of the wind, Prof. La Cour, as pointed 
out in a lecture delivered before the recent Copenhagen Technical 
and Sanitary Congress, uses an intermediate sbaft placed in con- 
nection with a balance. The belt from the mill is led vertically on 
the disc of this shaft, its pressure on the latter being regulated by 
the balance bearing convenient couoter-weights. This arrangement 
results in the belt sliding on the disc as soon as the load exceeds a 
given maximum. A plant of this kind, feeding about 450 incan- 
descent lamps, has for nearly a year been in operation at A-kov, 
Denmark, petroleum motors serving as a reserve in case of several 
days'calm. The constant normal current with this works is 50 
amperes, and the distribution pre:sure 2 x 110 volte. This plant 
bas so far worked with satisfactory results, and required no super- 
vision worth speaking of. As regards the economical side of the 
question, a similar plant has been found to pay very well, the first 
cost being about 16,000 kr., out of which 3,000 kr. correspond to 
the petroleum motor. The current is supplied to consumers at the 
same price as in Copenhagen, i.e., at the rate of 50 ure per Kw.-hour 
for lighting and 15 dre for power purposes. The receipts for energy 


sold have been about 2,800 kr. and the expenses about 800 kr. per 


year. There thus remain 2,000 kr. profit, a eum more than sufficient 
for a capital of 16,000. The price of the energy could, therefore, 
be further diminished. In the case of very small electricity works 
intended for the use of a limited number of houses, the petroleum 
motor may advantageously be replaced by a horse-driven con- 
trivance. Moreover, in the case of the proprietor of the works being 
his own consumer, the consumption of energy may be regulated 
according to the actual supply of wind, the cost of the plant thus 
being further diminished.— E^gineer. 


Marriages.—Mr. Walter Robb, of Messrs. Robb and 
Mitchell, electrical engineers, of Oesett, was married the other day 
at Horbury Bridge to Miss Gertrude Quarmby. 

The marriage of Miss Edith Ayrton, daughter of Prof. W. E. 
Ayrton, to Mr. Israel Zangwill, the well-known author, was to be 
solemnised yesterday in London. 


A Suggested Hydraulic Unit.—At the September me: t- 
ing of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, Mr. Ral; h 
Montagu suggested the creation of a new unit for the measurement. 
of water power. There is at present in use on the slope a unit cf 
measurement of the flow of water known as the miner's incb." 
The legal definition cf the means of measuring this volume variea 
so much in different States, that the actual flow of legal miner’ 
inches is from 1:36 to 173 cb. ft. of water per minute. For this 
reason a miner’s inch, unless the cb. ft. flow per minute that it 
represents is specified, can be dispensed with. Oa the other hand, 
formule relating to horse-power of water are based on the number 
of cubic feet of water per minute, or gallons, under a certain head; 
that is, the vertical distance of fall. Mr. Montagu suggested that a 
new unit composed of 1 cb. ft. of water per minute under 1 foot- 
head be recognised, and a name for it suggested by the Institute. 
This unit would equal 62:3808 ft.-lbs., or 000189 E P., or 1`40994 
watts In the discussion of Mr. Montagu's paper, Mr. С.О. Mailloux 
said he considered that the author had performed a service, not so 
much in suggesting the adoption of a new unit of measurement, but 
rather because he unconsciously showed quite forcibly an additional 
good reason why we should adopt and use the metric system. 
According.to the metric system, a cubic metre of pure water (or, 
for practical purposes, clean water), weighs 1,000 kgm., or a 
" metric ton,” while a cubic decimetre of water, being the 
thousandth part of a cubic metre, weighs exactly 1 kgm. Again, 
75 kgm.-metres per second equal one metric" horse-power, while 
76 kgm.-metres per second equal one English” or American 
borse-power (33,000 ft.-Ibs. per minute, or 550 {t.-lbs. per second). 
With these data, we have all that is neceseary to enable us to make 
readily and quickly any calculations whatever relating to water 
power. We have our horse-power unit already, and it is the eame 
for water power as for steam power, namely, 75 kgm.-metres per 
second direct; and, if we divide that product by 75, we have the 
result at once in metric horse-power. If we divide it by 76, we 
have the result in standard American horse-powers, each equal to 
33,000 ft.-Ibs. per minute. Further, the kilowatt is equal in round 
numbers to 100 kgm.-metres per second (101:8 to be exact). It 
would appear, therefore, that if the French savants appointed at 
the time of the French Revolution, over 110 years ago, had sought 
to devise a system intended to be of special use in water-power 
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measurements, they could scarcely have done it more successfully. 
In conclusion, Mr. Mailloux thought it would be a much more 
sensible thing to adopt the metric system, in which there is a well- 
defined ratio between the specific gravity of water, and measure- 
ments of lengtb, area and volume, than to attempt to patch up 
an antiquated system by adding units which are only names for a 
string of figures. 


Electric Railway Possibilities in South Africa.— 
Our New York namerake publishes the following interesting com- 
ments from the report of Mr. Hoy, the chief traffic manager of the 
Central South African Railways: —“ The success with which heavy 
locomotive engines are now being employed in these colonies, as 
well as in England, points to the maximum baving been nearly, if 
not actually, reached. A 12C-ton locomotive upon an 80-11. rail, on 
a 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, is what would generally be considered a favour- 
able result. Ifthe locomotive limit has been attained, there are 
evidences of developments in substituting a newer motive power 
upon lines where the nature of the traflic to be conveyed renders it 
possible to utilise electrical or other systems of energy. Tte 
employment of the heavy locomotive has its unquestioned economic 
merits, but it is an important consideration whether freight 
vehicles may not with advantage be equipped with their own 
motive power, either for individual or collective haulage. The 
grade will always largely influence the value of the locomotive, but 
upon sections admirably adapted for the use of electricity the 
adhesive power may with advantage be abandoned for the energy 
attached to the vehicle itself, and thus overcome the resistance 
common to the present system of haulage. Whether the power to 
be employed be electricity or a combination of other forces, there 
can no longer be avy doubts that upon short and busy lines steam 
can be superseded. If any section of railway in South Africa lends 
itself for advancement in this direction, the Springs-Randfontein 
length offers an admirable opportunity for the expansion of such 
scientific energy. The working of so many mines sidings might 
assure the success of a change in working. There is a further 
guarantee of sufficient traffic within the section. I assume that 
electricity will supersede steam for passenger work along what is 
known as the Rand tram section within a measurable space of 
time. There are excellent opportunities for installing electricity, 
and of taking early steps, not only to cultivate the suburban traffic, 
but to retain it." 


Circular and Figure S Trolley Wire Combined.— 
“Figure 8" wire is finding favour fast in the U.S, and 
with good reason, as, however well-made the ear, and however 
neatly that is attached to the trolley wire, the trolley wheels jamp 
and the current arcs as often as a wheel and an ear meet at high- 
speed on a plain circular trolley wire. Roads speeding up their 
cars and not desiring to scrap their low-speed overhead construction, 
or roads unwilling to pay for figure 8 wire, or not caring to handle 
it, have its obvious ad vantages at their call if they take heed of the 
information contained in the letter of a correspondent of the Strert 
Lailway Journal for August 8th. All there is to it consists in 
constructing a hydraulic or oil die-press working up toabont 2 tons, 
that can be taken to the top of a tower-wagon, and there used to 
squeeze out, by means of suitable dies, a groove some 44 in. long on 
each side of the wire, directly underthe point of suspension. The 
grooves are made a little above the horizontal diameter of the wire, 
and permit the use of a standard figure 8 clamping ear. It is 
stated that this ingenions method bas been used on two city 
lines with satisfactory results over a period of several months; and 
if a more extended trial proves altcgether favourable, we should 
strongly urge engineers at home to go carefully into the matter for 
themselves. The advantages of a perfectly smooth-running wire 
should be sought eagerly by anyone who has a real appreciation of 
the shortened life of circular wire subjected to constant blows from 
hurrying trolleys, which hurry faster and collect heavier currents 
year by year. The increased life of the trolley wheels, too, is an 
item worth some consideration. We believe specially-rolled 
figure 8 wire to be more difficult to bandle than circular wire, and 

heavier price has to be paid for the whole length of wire, while 
its special feature is required only for about th part of its length. 
The method to which attention is called provides the special 
section only where it is wanted, and can be applied to any existing 
line using as small as single-nought wire at the cost of new and 
lighter ears, and the necessary labour for operating the press. The 
heavier the wire, the safer the alteration should be. | 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Birmingham). 
—The opening meeting of this Section bas been further postponed 
from December 2nd to December 3rd. 


Roval Society.—Among the papers down for Yeading 


yesterday was one by Mr. T. C. Porter on Some Experiments in 
Magnetism." (Communicated by Lord Rayleigh, O.M., F.R.S.) 


.... ET 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER, 


— 


On 19th inst. the staff of the Sheffleld electric supply department 
presented Mr, Т. J, Bar ARD with а case of cu'lery and a “round 
robin," designed by Mr. Fedden, showing a section of a 3-cure 
armoured cable suitably inscribed, and gave him a hearty send-off 
to his new appointment as resident engineer at Aston Manor. 
Mr. Ғерр+м made the presentation. 

Mr. CARB, assistant electrical engineer st Maidstone, has been 
appointed resident electrical engineer at Leek, 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electrical Turnery, Ltd. (79,195) — This company was 
registered on November 20th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to adopt an 
agreement between Electrical Turnery, Ltd., of the first part, T. H. Cramp, the 
liquidator thereof, of the second part, A. G. Scott (for this company) of the third 
part, and Н, Wyman of the fourth part, and to carry on the business of turners 
of wood, ivory, bone, metal and other materials, pattern makers, founders, 
cabinet makers, carpenters, joiners, fitters, telegraph, telephone, electric and 
general engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electrical and other bells, 
telephones, lamps and apparatus, &c. The principal subscribers are :—J. H. 
Maunder, Hilltop, Belmont Park, Lee, S.E., musical composer, 150 shares ; 
C. F. Quicke, 17, Courthorpe Road, Haverstock Hill, N.W., consulting engineer, 
50 shares; J. Connolly, 5, Wilton Polygon, Cheetham Hill, Manchester, elec- 
trician, 70 shares; A. G. Scott, 28, Portland Road, Southall, showroom manager, 
60 shares; C. F. Freedman, 118, Grand Parade Mansions, Highgate, N., works 
manager, 60 shares; Т. White, 57, Highbury Hill, N., electrical engineer, 150 
shares; A. Jaray, 39, Granville Gardens, W., electrical engineer, 60 shares ; 

H. Wyman, 24, Crescent Road, Bromley, Kent, filter merchant, 250 shares. No 
initia] public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor 
more than seven; the first are C. H. Freedman, A. Jaray, J. H. Maunder, 
C. F. Quicke, A. G. Scott and Н. Wyman; qualification, £100; remuneration, 
one guinea for the chairman, and 10s. 6d. each ordinary director per board 
meeting attended (maximum per annum, 26 guineas for chairman and 18 
guineas each for ordinary directors). 


British Aecumulators Co., Ltd. (79,191).—This company was 
registered on November 20th, with a capital of £5,000 in £1 shares, to acquire 
as a going concern the business of electric accumulator sellers and merchants, 
as now carried on as the British Accumulator Co., at Parliament Mansions, 
Westminster, and the right to sell in the United Kingdom and Colonies 
electric accumulators either wholly or partly manufactured by the Allgemeine 
Acoumulatorenwerke Actiengesellschaft, in Vienna, and to carry on the business 
of manufacturers and vendors of electrical accumulators, and all other articles 
used in connection with lighting and accessories thereto. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are:—J. Halcrow, 5, Moorgate St. Buildings, E.C., 
merchant; T. Niemeyer, 5, Moorgate St. Buildings, F.C., merchant; G. A. 
Dawson, б, Moorgate St. Buildings, E.C., clerk; W. Smith, Moorgate Station 
Chambers, E.C., secretary; F. Von Gerson, 20, 8t. James Place, London, civil 
engineer; H. J. Godfrey, Luscombe, Presburg Road, New Malden, clerk ; and 
H. D. Parsons, 40, Leighton Grove, Kentish Town, N., clerk. No initial public 
issue. The number of directors is not to be less than five nor more than eight ; 
the first are A. Lederer, E. Lederer, J. Lederer, M. Pal and F. von Gerson ; 
qualification, £0 ordinary shares: remuneration (except managing director), £100 
per annum, divisible. 


Archibald J. Wright, Ltd. (79,117).— Tbis company was 
registered on November 18th, with a capital of £3,000 in £1 shares, to adopt an 
agreement with A. J. Wright for the acquisition of the business carried on by 
him at 318, Upper Street, Islington, and to carry on the business of electrical 
and mechanical engineers, merchants, and manufacturers of and dealers in 
electric, magnetic, telegraphic, telephonic, photographio and other appliances 
and apparatus, cycle and motor-car manufacturers, &с. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are:—A. J. Wright, 83, Aberdeen Road, Highbary, N., 
electrician; Mrs. F. M. Wright, 33, Aberdeen Road, Highbury, N.; A. R. 
Skect, 2, Greenham Road, Muswell Hill, N., agent; Mrs. E. Skeet, 2, Greenham 
Road, Muswell Hill, N.: L. Stoer, ICA, Albion Koad, Stoke Newington, N., 
electrical engineer; Н. Woodward, 29, Prebend Road, Islington, N., mechanical 
engineer ; and G. R. Reid, 4, Castle Court, Birchin Lane, E. C., solicitor. No 
initial public issue. A. J. Wright is the first chairman and managing director 
with 4208 per annum. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


— — — ә 


Central Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (53,080).—An instrument of 
charge under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 nnd 1897, dated November 2nd, 1908, 
supplemental to a trust deed dated July 2nd, 1901, and an acknowledgment of 
indebtedness dated June 10th, 1903, to securing in the aggregate 4900, GO deben: 
ture stock, has been registered. Property charged: Part of land in Marylebone 
comprised in title 44,803 registered under the Land Transfer Acta. Trustees: 
lion, A. Lyttleton, K.C.. 3, Paper Buildings, ‘Temple; and W. H. Fisher, 
M.P., 13, Buckingham Palace Gardens, S. W. 


Fladbury Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. (63,962).— 
It aue. on October 31st, of £150 debentures, part of series created same date to 
secure £300, charged on the company’s unoertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. 


Sharpe & Co., Ltd., electrical and general engineers, Grimeby. 
~—Issue, on October 24th, of £000 debentures, part of series created December 
14th, 1599, to secure £2,500, charged on all the company's property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital, No trustees. Previously issued of 
same series: 4500. 


South African Lighting Association, Ltd. (27, 609).— Re-issue, 
on October ?8th, of £580, on November 11th of £270, und on November 13th of 
£150 debentures, part of series created August 12th, 1890, to secure 420.000. 
charged on the company's undertaking and real and personal property. Holders: 
Miss A. M, Johnson, Harmlake House, Sutton Vallance, near Maidstone, Kent: 
II. A. Plumb, W. A. Stone and W. A. Stone, 90, Cannon Street, E.C.: 8. Cutler, 
Westbank, Lewisham Hill, S. E.; and Miss L. M. Stone, Brooksend, Birchington- 
on-Sea. No trustees, Previously issued of same series: £20,000. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


Тнк last yearly returns of the Hanley elec- 


Hanley tricity department exhibit several satisfactory 
Municipal features. An increase in revenue of £1,100 
Electricity was earned, with a working expenditure of 

Supply. some £700 less than in tbe previous year, the 


gross profit improving to that extent. 

In contrast to the majority of electricity supplies, the average 
revenue per unit sold improves each year. Of the 757,439 unita sold, 
public lighting took 160,054 unita, as compared with 151,051 last 
year. e 

The prices charged аге :-— For private lightiug, 6d. and 3d ; and 
for heat and power, 3d. and 1d. per unit on the maximum demand 
system ; churches, &c., 44d. per unit, with discount. The borough 
electrical engineer is Mr, C. A. Cowell, 


= | 222 


Vol. 683. No. 1,357, No I I 27, 1903.] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


875 


— a O nn Í——— KÀ—À— — 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending December 81st— 1902. 1901. 
Total capital expended ... T .. £81,940 £79,882 
Number of units sold m" = wee 752, 439 697,602 
Equivalent No. of 8-с.р. lamps connected 50,872 46, 300 
Number of public lamps “ee oes 262 169 
Maximum load in Kw. Qu iss e. 740 KW. 677 Kw. 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue ... ii Ms .. £18,963 £12,866 
» expenditure iss 885 aes £7,824 £8,514 
„ profit ры. кый m 244 £6,139 £4,352 
Average price obtained per unit— 
Private lighting... - © Тт 4:654. 4'65d. 
Public lighting ... $i iss D 3 27d. 3:12d. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. 
2. 1901. 
Gross. Per unit. Per unit. Inc. 
By sale of energy ... . £13,557 4'33d. 4:30d. 03d. 
Meter rents and sale of ap- 
paratus ... ss iss 406 '13d. '12d. оза. 
Grose revenue 4°46d. 4:42d. 04d. 


. £13,963 


— 


Cost OF PRODUCTION., 


For year ending December 81st — 1902. 1901. 
Gross. Per unjt. Per unit. Inc. 


Coal, &e ee ee ee ee ee ee £2,086 61а. 1:040. —'87а. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores. 409 18d. 16d. — d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribu- 
tion . . о ee oe 48 es os ee 1,012 :2d. 7d. — 05d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, 
engines,boilers, dynamos, other machinery, 
instruments, tools, maine, &c. .. 1.952 62d. 61d. + 01d 
Works and distribution costs £5,489 174d 2:18d. | — 440. 
Public lighting, repairs and attendance  .. 645 194. 16d. 408d. 
Rent, rates and taxes «se ze 258 2 817 ва. 8d. | — 02d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer 
and clerical staff, edad E printing, 
general establishmentcharges, law charges, 
insurance, Kc... ‘es ace ee “ie 963 “Bld. + Old. 
Total works cost £7,824 2204. 292d. — 42d. 
PROFIT BTATEMBNT. 
1902. 1901. 
Interest on loans, &c. Vs eae % £92,480 £2,156 
Sinking fund, &c. ... T ve .. 2,498 2,148 
Sum applied in relief of rates .. 1,200 — 
Balance on year's working carried forward 61 48 
Gross profit 46,139 44,352 


Consequent on the improved returns, the department, after 
meeting financial charges, had a balance in hand for the year 
amounting to some £1,260, as compared with £48 last year, and 
debit balances for some years previous. After placing a sum of 
£1,200 to the local rates, the total balance in hand amounts to 
£109. 


CITY NOTES. 


Fastern Extension, Australasian and China 
Telegraph Co. 


THE sixtieth half-yearly meeting of the shareholders of this com- 
pany was held on Wednesday, November 18th, at River Plate 
House, Finsbury Circus, Sir .|. Wolfe Barry presiding. 

The CHaIRMaN, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
the gross revenue for the half-year had amounted to £265,000, 
against £283,000 for the corresponding period of 1902, showing a 
decrease of £18,757. The actual falling off ín receipts from the 
Australasian traffic amounted to £31,000 in round figures, but 
fortunately many of the local traffics showed substantial increases. 
The working expenses had amounted to £138,000, against £121,000, 
showing an increase of £17,000. Maintenance of cables accounted for 
£2,000 of that increase, but the bulk of the increase, like the decrease 
in revenue, was due to the keen and what he thought he might, 
without qualification, call the unfair competition which they were 
experiencing at the hands of the Governments of Great Britain, 
Canada and Australia in the Australasian traffic. In order to meet 
that competition by being in a position to fulfil every telegraphic 
need of the Auscralians, and in order to obtain a more central 
position in Australia, they, in conjunction with the Eastern 
Co., laid a few years ago, at a very heavy cost, the Cape- 
Australian cable which not only gave them direct telegraphic 
communication with the cities of Perth and Adelaide, but obtained 
for them direct dealings with the public in those and in other 
State capitals of Australia, together with the use of the Government 
wires between Adelaide, Sydney and Melbourne for the trans- 
mission of the traffic by their own employés. Altbough the 
privilege of dealing with the public was readily granted to private 
companies, both foreign and English, in Great Britain, Canada and 
many other countries, the Governments of Canada, New Zealand 
and Queensland, strongly objected to their enjoying it in Australia, 
and had protested against the Federal Government’s decision to 
extend the company’s privilege to Melbourne and Bfisbane As a 
result of those protests, their new agreement with the Federal 
Government, though ratified by the House of Representives with- 


out a division, still awaited the decision of the Senate, which was 
delayed until after a conference had been held of the Pacific cable 

artners. That conference was expected to take place either in 
Fondon or Australia very shortly. Meanwhile the competition 
between their cable and tbe Government cable was being 
conducted as actively and keenly as possible on bcth sides, 
and although they had to complain of unfair treatment 
by all the Governments, they had, so far, been successful in 
retaining quite as large a proportion of the trafic as 
they expected to do under the circumstances. He noticed a state- 
ment in the daily papers to the effect that the working of the Pacific 
cable was much quicker than that of the Australian, messages having 
taken only 25 minutes vi? the Pacific against three hours by their 
route. By selecting the most favourable conditions for the Pacific 
route and the most unfavourable for the company’s route, it was, of 
course, very easy to show those striking differences, but had Adelaide 
and Perth been selected as the Australian termini instead of Christ- 
church and Brisbane, as was evidently the case, the result would 

probably have been different. Many of their messages were trans- 
mitted from Perth and Adelaide in a few minutes. A message 

announcing the result of the first race for the American Cup took 
only four minutes between London and Australia by their route 
against three hours by the Pacific route. A later cup race telegram 

only took three minutes. But all those comparisons were more or 

leas misleading, and the only fair comparison of any real value was 

to take the average time of the whole traffic by their route spread 

over a given period. The best test was the attitude of the tele- 

graphing public, who would not continue to give them the bulk of 

their traffic unless their route was perfectly satisfactory, especially 

in face of the sentimental and other appeals made to them by and 

on behalf of the Governments interested in the Pacific cable. 

That competition, of course, involved considerable expenditure, 

and accounted for the increase in their working expenses. He ven- 

tured to say tbat, whilst seriously injuring their interests, the 

Pacific cable had not benefited the British or Australian public or 

any of its promoters. The rates charged were not lower than those 

agreed to be charged by the Australian companies in connection 

with the new cable id the Cape. The only country that would at 

all benefit was the United States, as the traffic with Canada was 
‘very 8mall. He saw that there would be a deficit on the working 

for the current year of nearly £100,000, which would have to be. 
borne by the taxpayers of the Governments interested, which went 

to prove what he had often said, that the Australian traffic was not 

sufficient to support all the existing cables, and that the Pacitic 

cable was never needed for any traffic arrangements. The cable 

connections with Australia were far in excess of any traffic likely 

to be developed for many years to come. It was & most unfor- 

tunate thing that a commercial company like theirs should have 

been exposed to Government competition conducted with public 

money, to the great detriment aud discouragement of private enter- 

prise. Allthe great developments in the past had been the result 

of private enterprise, and if (iovernments were to embark upon the 

policy of systematically crushing private enterprise, they would not 

only be doing no good to the taxpayer, but serious harm to the 

country at large. The company bad still to meet that competition, 

but he was pleased to know that the drought from which 

Australia had so long suffered had passed away, so that (Беу 

might naturally expect that the business of the country would 

increase. The contract with the Datch (iovernment for supplying 

and laying cables on their behalf between Borneo aud the Celebes 

had been successfully carried out, and a further contract had since 

been entered into for supplying and laying some additional short 

cables in the Java seas. The Commercial Pacific Co.'s cable between 

San Francisco and Honolulu had been extended to Manila, and an 

arrangement had been come to with that company by which not 

only was the United States directly connected with the Far East, 

but the Eastern Extension Co. had secured another alternative 

route to Europe, which ought to bring a substantial development of 

traffic from time to time. Including the balance brought forward, 

the net profit for the half-year amounted to £146,036, out of which 

interim dividends at the rate of 5 per cent. had been paid, absort- 

ing £75,000, leaving a balance of £71,036 to be carried forward to 

the next account. 

The report was adopted. 


Power Gas Corporation, 


Tug report for the year ended September 30th last states that the 
extension and remodelling of the works at Stockton-on-Teep, 
referred to in the last report, have, during the year, been completed 
on the most modern lines, and the cost is included in the amount of 
the advance to Ashmore, Benson, Pease & Co., Ltd., £115,036. New 
contracte of considerable value have been secured for the installa- 
tion of power gas plant, both in this country and abroad, and also 
contracte for the extension of existing installations under the cor- 
poration’s patente. Satisfactory progress has been made during the 
past year with the contract for the gas generating and distributing 
plant for the South Staffordshire Mond Gas Co.'s first central 
staticn, which, it is expected, will be completed during next year. 
An Act of Parliament has been obtained during the past session 
conferring powers for the distribution of electricity and power gas 
throughout North Staffordshire and parts of the counties of Derby, 
Flint and Denbigh. The directors have agreed to grant a license 
upon satisfactory terms for the sale and distribution throughout that 
area of power gas manufactured under the patents of the Power 
Gas Corporation. The corporation has acquired the sole rights in 
this country for the manufacture and sale of the appliances patented 
by Mr. Benjamin Talbot for mechanically agitating the fuel in gas 
үш The directors have appointed Мт. Benjamin Talbot a 

ector, and his appointment will come before the general meeting 
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for confirmation, The balance-sheet shows a balance to credit of 
тобе and loss account of £13,082. The amount written off pre- 
iminary expenses account is £2,000. A dividend at 5 per cent. per 
annum upon the ordinary shares is recommended, and the balance 
to be carried forward is £1,693. 


Cape Electric Tramways, Ltd. 


Cor. Sır CHARLES Evan Бмїтн, K. C. B., presided at No. 1, London 
Wall Buildings on Wednesday, November 18th, over the seventh 
ordinary general meeting of the above company. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAlgkax said the 
shareholders would find in it gratifying proof that their tramway 
systems at Cape Town and Port Elizabeth continued to exhibit that 
steady progress as to traffic and revenue which might be regarded as 
one of the most solid symptoms of stability and success. Notwith- 
standing the large increases that, since the first commencement of 
the working, had characterised the traffic and revenue of each suc- 
cessive year, the period under review exhibited a still further 
increase of £15,837 in the gross revenue, and of 1,245,000 paseengers 
carried a8 compared with the preceding year, and these results had 
been obtained notwithstanding the prognostications made by 
so many that the cessation of the war would be the 
signal for a large exodus of those temporary residents in Cape 
Town and Port Elizabeth brought thither by the war and for a 
corresponding decrease in the revenue. The contrary had proved 
to be the case. It was true that the operating expenditure for tbe 
12 months had proved very heavy, and that the net profit was 
lower than that of the preceding year by some £15,000, but this 
was due to causes which were quite unavoidable, and against which 
no foresight on their part could have protected them. The great 
strain on the rolling stock and permanent way for the sudden 
heavy development of the traffic during the war bad rendered a 
complete overhauling of the permanent way of the rolling stock, 
and of the plant in Cape Town imperatively neceasary. And all 
tbis in conjunction with the erection of additional power plant and 
of a fresh rolling stock had had to be carried out at & time when 
rates for both skilled and  unskilled labour and all 
prices were, as they had since remained, abnormally high. 
This abnormal expenditure, however, was now gradually diminish- 
ing, though much still remained to be done to the permanent way, 
and these reductions would, it was hoped, further make themselves 
felt during the current year. In the meantime they had the satie- 
faction of knowing that the plant in Cape Town was efficient and 
equal to the requirements of the traffic. In Port Elizabeth they 
had nearly completed the erection of an additional unit in the 
power house, and had added to the rolling stock, bringing it up to 
the level of the traffic requirements. It must be remembered that 
the increased expenditure on these most necessary works bad been 
provided without their having had recourse to any measures 
providing for a further increase of capital. The excess of their 
expenditure over the original estimates, for which funds had 
been provided had been met from the reserve fund, which now etood 
at £137,000, and notwithstanding the decrease in the net profit 
available for dividend, the net result to the sbareholders was that 
they had received 12 per cent., free of income-tax, on the year's 
working. The board regarded this ss highly satisfactory, coupled 
as it was with increased efficiency in the plant and rolling stock. 
It was true that the board had not found it possible as on the two 
preceding years to recommend any distribution of a further sum 
in the nature of a bonus, but it must be remembered that on each 
of those occasions a note of warning was sounded that the dietribu- 
tion must necessarily be regarded as of an exceptional cha- 
racter, that might at any time have to be euspended. These 
warnings had been justified by events which were partially 
foreseen by the directors. With regard to the lease of the Camps 
Bay Tramways he might say that the directors in accepting the 
lease were quite prepared for a certain initial lose in the early stages 
of operating the rystem, but they were nevertheless satisfied with 
the terms that were arranged, including as they did the option of 
purchase of the Camp Bay Tramway system with its Parliamentary 
conceesion of 50 years. After lengthy negotiations with the Cape 
Town Municipality they bad been able to get amended bye-laws 
containing wholesome modifications on the regulations passed in 
1901 against over-crowding of cars. The regulations now allowed 
nine passengers to occupy standing room on each car. 


Mr. Lupwia BREITMEYEBR seconded the motion, which was 
carried. | 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Applications have been made 
to the Committe to appoint a special settling day in and to grant 
a quotation to:—Great Northern and City Railway Co.—78,000 
deferred ordinary class “ В” sbares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 
1 to 78,000; and to allow the following to be quoted in the Official 
List :— British Columbia Electric Railway Co., Ltd.—Further issue 
of 1,500 5 per cent. cumulative perpctual preference shares of £10 
each, fully paid, Nos. 51,001 to 52,500. 


British Aluminium Co.—Mr. J. D. Bonner presidcd 
at an extraordinary general meeting held at Winchester Houee, 
F C. on Friday last, when the resolution reducing the capital 


passed at the meeting held on November 4th was confirmed as a 
special resolution. 


R. Hornsby & Sons, Ltd.—Dividend of 6 per cent. 
per annum on preference stock for the half-year, and 88. each on 


the ordinary shares, making 5 per cent. for the year, placing £5,000 
to reserve fund and carrying £1,443 forward, 


caught bears of it. 


STOOES AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

Тилт brightness of reviving business in the Stock Exchange to 
which we drew attention last week, continues to make itself felt in 
many of the markets. Speculation has sprung into fresh life in 
the Kaffir Circus, and the better tone developed thereby is con- 
sidered a happy omen that the House may even yet enjoy a 
Christmas made merrier by altered conditions as regards businese. 
Money remains plentiful, but Consols are on the eve of their 
monthly settlement, which rather tends to keep the quotation down. 
Home Railwsy stocks advanced into favour early tbis week, and 
a small rise in Metropolitans bas again to be recorded. 

Central London Railway stocks are a dull market, receiving no 
encouragement whatever from the higher aspirations of the steam 
varietics. The Ordinary bas fallen 2, and the Deferred 3 points 
this week as usual, upon the Metropolitan electrification fears. 
Nor does the decline seem to tempt buyers, slthough in view of the 
probable 4 per cent. to be paid on the stocks in January the 
quotations begin to look reasonably cheap. There is an impression 
gaining ground that the Deferred and Ordinary may have to go 
shorter this year as regards the dividend, but the idea seems to be 
fostered by the fall rather than the other way round. 

City and South London at 51, and Waterloo and City at 92] keep 
steady, but Metropolitan Coneolidated has been actively good, and 
the price on Wednesday evening is 87, some 3 points up this week. 
The stock is in short supply, ‘and several of the dealers were 
Districts are also higher at 32, in sympathy 
with the Metropolitan advance. East London has been done at 
42, but Mersey Ordinary is neglected at about 94—the stupidly 
wide quotation in the Official List being 8 to 11. 

Amongst Traction descriptions, British Electric Traction are again 
unaltered, and there is not much doing in leither class of ebares. 
London United Preference have given way } to 114, the Ordinary 
to 18}, while the Debenture stock is 105. Can there be a new issue 
coming? Potteries are 9 for Ordinary and Preference, Dublins 123 
and 154 for the two kinds respectively. Calcutta;tramg continue to 
be done at about 7, and the Debenture stock marks 106} this week. 
Anglo-Argentine 6 per cent. Debenture stock changed hands at 1262 
and 1283, the shares remaining at 45. A few transactions have 
taken place in the Belgrano issues, upcn the sustained attention 
devoted to all kinds of traction in the Argentine Republic. The 
“A” Preference are 5], and the “В” 5. The 5 per cent. Debenture 
stock was sold a few days ago at 106. 

Interest attaches to the electricity supply section from the ex- 
tension of the time for redemption of Edmundton's Debenture stock 
until 1935. Previously the date of redemption had been 1913, and 
the change should improve the quotation of the security, although 
it shows no improvement yet. County First Debenture bas risen 
& point, and is now 4 per cent. higher than the Edmundson's issue, 
although County Ordinary shares stand at a substantial discount, 
whereas Edmundson's Ordinary are about 30s. premium. Bt, 
James's Preference fell 4 upon the appearance of a seller at 5, and 
Metropolitans are 109., better. Brush Ordinary are being dealt in 
at a covereign, and the Preference at 25s. London Electric Pre- 
ference have recovered their slight fall cf last week, but South 
Londons are 5s. down, and Westminster Ordinary twice that 
amount. Despite the attention coratantly called to the Electric 
Supply market by financial writers in the Press, this investment 
section continues to be treated with a neglect that is surprising 
in view of the good yields and good security that are offered by 
Supply shares. It has to be remembered, too, thatin many cases 
the quotations carry four or five months’ dividend. 

Ccming to Telegraphe, Globe Ordinary bas fallen 3, and in that 
movement is reflected the general dulness of this market, although 
prices show very little change. Anglo-American Deferred has 
fidgetted up 1 again, and Submarine Certificates are a dollar better. 
Great Northerne have risen 103. Inthe Eastern group, a 1 per cent. 
decline in Eastern 34 per cent. Preference forms the only fluctuation. 
J hose interested in this market are humorously regretful that the 
All-Britieh Cable should have got in just ahead of the Eastern 
Telegraph Co. in reporting the result of one of the Australian cricket 
matches; but the tables may be turned next time. 

National Telephone Deferred has shot up 5 points, and now stands 
at 80. As there was no valid reason for the former acute depression, 
the present advance is attributable largely to reaction, while rumour 
runs that the company ів doing an exceedingly good business, If this 
be the case, as it seems likely enough to be, the Post Office Tele- 
phone authorities have only themeelves to thank. National 
Telephone First Debenture has gained another point, and the Third 
Preference shares at 5] show a rise of the fraction. 

In the manufacturing division, British Insulated Debenture 
stock is up to 1054, a rise of two points, while Telegraph Construc- 
tion Debenture has also hardened. The shares in this company are 
quoted cfficially at 34 to 37; actually, the price is more like 34 to 
344, another instance of misleading absurdity. British Westing- 
house Preferente at 54 bave not moved on the week; some people 


are wondering why the dividend declaration is being delayed this 
year, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES. 
TELEGBAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
Stock Business done 
Presen Closing ded 
Le. нами, Shire | "three year Fer. ih. босанса | 80 


67,100 African оса а онаи 4 % Debs. ee ee oe eo ee 100 ee ee ee 90 —108 99 —108 

25,000 | Amason Tel shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 „ s. | 10 єз s a 94— 84 
119,700 Do. ч” 5 % Devs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. э is .. | 100 a Е as 70 — 80 70 — 80 
788,840 | Anglo-American Tetra e c5. >o >». | Stock | 8$ 61s. 60/6 49 — 62 49 — 52 

8,106,580 Do. do. 6 % Pref. ss s we "s .. | Stock | 6 96 6 — 94 92 — 94 
8,105,580 Ст» до. Deferred ee eo ee eo ee Stock ба. 1/- 1 E, 51 8 — 8 
44, 000 See ee ve ee ee ee ee b b 6 — 
18,868,800$ m .. | $100 8 8 8 145 —155 145 —155 
xr | та 2 Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. - к 4% (à 616 pim Е ae 

14081 % Pret. ee ee ee ee ee ee oe 15 4˙ 4$ 4 9, 16 — p^ 16 — 463 

6,000 E do. » o Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee 5 ee ee ee 7 — 8 7 — 8 

80,000 44 Debs. ee ee ee ее ee 50 ee ee ee 97 —101 97 —101 

60,7101 Direct U United States Cable 90 31% | 8395 | 83% | 103— 102 101— 103 

87,800 | Direct West India Саше, 4% Reg. De . Deb., within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. | 100 um de ae 99 —102 99 —102 

4,000,000 | Eastein Telegraph, Ord e ee oo a.. >. | Stock | 79% 7% | 7 * 122 —127 122 —127 
1,965,565 Do. 84 Pref. Stock ee ee ee ee ee 100 ae ee ee 85 — 8 81 — 87 
Eastern Xtension, ustralasia, an une ogra ee ee — 
800.0008 "n E 4 Reg. Mort. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 35 EUN ES 99 —102 99 156 
е an ee ee ео ee ee ee ‚ 
күт | cas МЕГ ИН 6% Pref. eo „ M fey wu 125 2 5 13)— 18 
теа ern ogra о еп ee ее ee ee ж 
Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 44 % 1st Mort, Debs., within Nos. - е = 

62,500: 1 900, Red. 100 ee ee 99 102 99 102 

17,000 | Indo-European Telegraph .. s ax m i ag ө 2 10 10 10% 86 — 89 86 — 89 
100,000; | London Platino-Brasilian om Sea 6 % Debe. e 5» а. | 100 7 $5 ae 98 —102 98 —102 

1,988,888 National Te hone, Pref t. В ee ee Фә ее ee ee 100 5 % 5 % 6 101 —108 101 —103 
1,966,667 Do. 0. Def. Stock oe eo ee ee ee oe 100 oe oe 44 74 — 76 79 — 81 
15,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. 1st Pref. ee ee ee ee e. 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
15,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. 2nd Pref. T wa 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
3,950,000 ро. ёо. b Non-oum. 8rd. Pret, 1 10 950,000 ee e. 6 б Б 6 6 — 5 54— 58 
000,0002 | Do. do. 84% Deb. Btock Red, .. % | Bj 8} 83 94 — 96 95 — 97 
179818 | Oriental Teleph: үч Nos! to 171.004, fal paid „„ a 6 элю, | as 
en 40 one and еб. o8 Г ee oe 5 T 

50,000 Do. 6 % Cum. Pref, á MES 1 "s s і = H = 
100,000: | Pacific and ЕЕК Tel, 4% Guar. Debe., 1 to 1,000... .. | 100 : : 97 —100 97 —100 

11,889 Reuter's • ee ee oe eo: eo ee ° 8 6% 6% Ы 64— 74 64— 74 

88000 ü Cables Trust "cM M бег 14 | ra |та 115 00 116 —121 

ver elephone ` ee 

40,000 Do. do. : Cum. Pret. Nos. 1 to 40,000 ws 6 e. ve . 4- 1 
179, 947 Do. do. : ее : ee Stock ee ae ae 104 or 104 x. 

15,000 | West African Telegraph, piitsa s 10 es е 2% 6 — 6 5 — 

150, 000 | West Coast of America, 4% Debs., 1 to 1,500 guar. by Bras, Sub. Tel. 100 ES ae A 96 — 98 95 — 98 
207,980 | Western ini ^ Ltd., ace. 1 to 907,980 We. “we, ‚Ыз 10 7% | 7% 17% 113— 1% 113— 123 
76,0002 Do. Debs. Фа series, 1908 ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 100 —108 100 —108 
88841 Wal d P do. E zn. Stock Red. ee ee ее ee 15 i * ee ee 98 —101 98 —101 
India an алаша р eo ae ео ee ee — ad 
84,668 Do. do, do, 6 % Cum. 1% i Pret, so 28 10 T T T "тащ 7 4 7 
4,009 Do. do. do. : Cum. n d Pref. ее 10 ee ee ee 4 — 5 4 — 5 ` 
60,0007 Do. do, do, Debs., Nos. 1 to 1.800 ee 100 ee ee ee 101 —104 101 —104 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 

20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. . ee ee ee 10 ee ee ee 44 — 54 44 — 54 ee ee 
200, 0002 Do. do. 6 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red, ee ee ге Stock e. ee ee 85 — &9 " 86 — 90 ee ee 
100,000 British Blectrio Traction ее ee ee ee ee ee 10 9 % 9 % 8 % 114— 12 114— 12 11 11 
100,000 Do. do, 6d Pap. Pret. oe oe 10 oe s» ie 11 — 114 11 — 113 11,3 1] 
600, 0007 Do. do. 5 % Perpetual Debenture Stock :. . | Stock T Ps aa 120 —123 190 —123 $ . 
100,000 | British Insulated and E TU. Cables T ee - oe oe 5 16 96 |10% | 10% 6 — 6 — 04 62 ee 
100,000 Do. 455 6 96 . Pref. ee ee ee 6 ee ee ee 61— 5 bi— 57 ee ee 

60,000 Do. 9 1st Mort. Deb. Red... ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 102 —105 108 —108 ee oe 

60,000 TBrowett, Lindley & Oo., ee ее ee ee ee ee 41 8 Nil ee a 4 ° а ee 

60,000 |T Do. do, 6 % Cum. Pret. п cae] а |6 6% | .. и о! МВ to 1% i: 8s 
105,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 06,782 . - eo T wa 9 5 Nil Nil 1 1 vs 
150,000 è do 0. Non-cum. B se ee ee ee 2 8 8 % 6 % 1 curd 1 1 = i 1} oe 
195,000: Do. do. ЎР Perp. b. Stock . ee oe Stock ee ee ee 97 —100 97 —100 984 ee 
125,000 Го. до. Perp. ind Deb, Stock ee ec Stock ee ee oe 85 — 90 85 — 90 ee ee 

85,000 Callender’s Cable Construction es ee ee ee ee b 16 96 20 96 15 96 11 — 19 11 — 12 ee ee 

40,000 Do. do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. = b + Sa ‘ 51 ! 

90,0002 Do. do. do. ү 1st Мон Deb. Stock Red. | Stock oe А ВА 106 —110 106 —110 1905 103 

1,800,014 | Central London Railway, "(Ng B ee ee ee .. | Stock |. .. 4 4 93 — 96 91 — 91 91 91 
494,008 Do. do. Pref. nek oe ee ce Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 T Е 
494,998 Do. | до. Da. do. ee ee ео eo ee Stock es 4 4 99 —102 96 — 99 

1,880,000 | City and South London Railway  .. С d vs T Stock d 2 8} 60 — 52 60 — 52 0 

85,000 | Crompton & Co., Nos, 1800... d 800 ft | 8 | 8 73 б 11— 9i 11— 2 Ie us 
100,0002 spin 11,000 Reg. Debe, to 900 of ots and ee ee en oe 100 —104 100 —104 ee eo 

99,2601 | Edison & Swan United Elec. Light, A shares, 28 paid, 1 to жп 5 9°, Nil ds 0— 4 0— i ie % 

17,189 Do, do, © A" shares, 01—017,189.. 5 % | Nil | .. 1— 3 1— 2 + 5 
844,0281 Do, do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 160 Sa "^ єє 72 — 77 72 — 77 . ae 
100,0001 Do. do. V 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certs, all pd. 100 x vs 2 76 — 81 76 — 81 
112,100 |Electric Construction, 1 to 112 bes 2 | 6% | 6% | 6% là— 1j là— 1j 

81,890 А до. í Cum. Pref, 1 #0 81,890  .. s es 9 2% se a 8 8 s 

89, Do. do. Perp. let Mort. Deb. Stock Block .. .. Вюок . е ғр 97 —100 97 —100 * 

26,000 | General Electric Co. as „б Cum. Pref. se es 95 10 b 96 5 % 5% 92— 103 93— 10} 9,2 
900,000 Do. do. Mort. Deb. ee ee ae ee Stock ee dii ee 96 — 99 96 — 99 ee 

85,000 | Henley’s (W. T.) Telegraph orks, Ord. d xs we bs 6 20 20% 20 14 — 15 14 — 144 14 

35,000 Do. do. 4 Pret. PE 5 | 4 S. x 8 — Б} 6 53 E s 

48,050 Do. ort. Deb. Stock oe ез Stock ее о ә е 108 —112 108 —112 | ee 

50,000 | India-Rubber, айырган ы d Telegraph Works 10 |109 |10% |10% | 18—19 18 - 19 ist: ir 
oa "T Dos do. РЕЯ до. 4% ist Mori. Deb. 100 si% TM ца 100 a ge mr ра we 

9 Verpoo. erhead Railway, oe ee ee ee oe ee ee 4 4: 4 а oe ve 

10,000 Ё do. Pref, 410 paid ee ег ee ee 10 ae ee ee 1 I 103 101 = 104 

87,850 Telegraph Construction and Maintenanoe 19 114% | 2% 20 % 84 — 87 84 87 854 343 
150,0001 do. 4 % Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1900 | 100 не a E 100 —103 101 —104 ih 

0001 Waterloo & City Railway, Ord. Stock ee ee es ee ee 100 8 % 8 % 88% 91 э 94 91 arenas 94 914 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share List. 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (Bsptcmber 8rd, 1903). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES (continued).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Stock \ Closing Closing Business done 
кк! МАМЫ, or Quotations | Quotations | week ended 
к Share. Nov. 18th. Nov. 25th. Nov. 26th, 1908. 
t est | Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... "S va 1 ee 
100,000 Do. Ne 1st Deb. Stock, E Ov. "Certa, ee 100 ыы эө 
90,000 | Brompton & Kensington El Light Sup., Ord., 1 to 90,000 vs 6 . * 
20,000 Do. do. 1 % ‘Cum. Pref, ee 6 2 ae 
60,000 | Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Bupply “a 5 91 
70,000 Do. do. о. Саш. Pref, - 6 .. ee 
40,000 Do. do, “ Qi Undertaking " Cum. Pre. r1 4H 4H 
260,000 Do. do. $ 7 geb; RODE пев, eo ee oe ee 100 9, e s " 
44,496 |*Chelsea Electricity Supply, Ord. pues. de vie es 8 54 .. 
150,000 Do. do. Deb. 8 tock Red. ee ee ee Stock k s wien! 
70,606 | City of London Electric cigs Sore g, оха, 40 0,001—110, 606 wen tak 10 1 134 
40, 000 Do. ee ee 10 1 1! 
400,0001 Do. б Dab So * — at 115) all paid .. sö ss % . 
800,000 Do. 4 2nd Deb. Btock, v. Certs., all paid ee ee 100 bob * 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electric 0 of Prof sa Ота. 1—40,000. . 10 tł e 
90,000 Do. do. do. 40,001—60, 000. а 10 . — 
400,000! Do: do. d Deb. Btock ee ee ee 110 ы 
250,000 Do. do. 9nd Deb. stock .. .. ..  .. | Stock 1004 x 
60,000 | Edmundson's Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares War hdc. Iq 64 
80,000 Do. 2. 6 Com. Pref. eo eo ee ее 
140,000 Do. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ee 100 es i3 E 1 oe 
21,000 Kensington and Knightsbridge EI o, Ота. .. di s ee б 10 % oe es 
90,000 а йо. 4 % Debenture Pone .. | Stock M oe ee 
110,000 | London Electrio Bupply Corporation, Limited, Ord. .. А we 8 ИҢ at T: — 
49,840 Do. | йо. 6 % Pref. 5 И 5 c 4н 
950,000! до. do. 4 96 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock Р Я v 99 T 
100,000 Моа Electrics Supply, 1 to 100, 000 10 7196 " n] 17i 
71,106 Do. do. % Cum. Pref. 1—71, 106, £8 paid . 5 se "i . 
990,000 Do. до: 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ee ss ӨН és 111 ae 
250,0001 Do. Mort. Deb. Stook ви ee ee Stock oe oe 
10,862 Notting Hill Blectric Ligh ting ee ° ee ee 10 4 * * t 
40,000 | St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric > Light, Ord. у 5 Mi 144 | 14 
20,000 Do. do. ut Pret. 90,061 to хо 40,080 b ei 8 
150,000 ро. до. Deb. Stock Red .. 100 2 . . 
19,000 Smithfield Markets Electrio Suppl Ord. 4 . ee oe 6 е е9 
50,000 Do. 4% Deb. Stock ME ee | Stock ee .. 
65,000 South London ыо бр Ord ee eo ee ee ee 6 ee ее 
80,000 | Urban Electric Supply, 25 s we ө» s» aia 6 р . 
80,000 Do. do. 6 “Cum. Pref. ee eo ee өө ee 5 • oe 
110,000 | Westminster Electrio Во у, Ота. Шел эё. сеш себ -gs 5 125 13 
98.141 Do. R 9 Cum. Pref. ; Pe 
* ме to Founders Shares. t Unless 5 stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, November 25th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. 88 METALS, &о. (continued) ^ жш. i| ре» 
a Acid, Hydrochloric ae S рег cwt, 5j- ; g Copper Sheet T ee „ рег ton £71 і. 
a „ Nitric.. T ee . рег w- w. 22/- 2 50 Rod. ,. рег ton £71 = 
a „ Oxalic.. * * .. рег cwt. B2/- | 55 e 2 (Electrolytic) Bars .. рег ton £63 | £2 dec. 
a „ Sulphuric .. Ар per сиё. | 5/6 aja | ^ 1 РА Sheets .. рег ton £78 £2 dec. 
a Ammoniac, Bal T .. рег cwt. 42/- | T | | е » » Rod .. per ton £75 | - 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton | £88 10 * е * a H.C, Wire per lb. 13а. | id. dec. 
a + Ja .. рег ton £30 f Ebonite Rod P 25 .. per lb, 8/8 | T 
a Bleaching pow rder »6 РР . per ton £4 10 f M Sheet A * .. per lb. 8/- | ey 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. per ton £15 Ае | n German Silver Wire - .. per lb, 1/6 
а Вогах. š os .. рет ton | £18 2 | | h Gutta-percha fine . 44 .. per lb. 81 | -5 
a Benzole (90 %) RA x .. per gal. | 7/- y | h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 3/11 #0 4/- | 14. inc. 
а 1 (50/90 95) .. m . рег gal. | 5/6 р 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 — 
a Copper бою, 2 ae .. per ton | £20 4 ,, Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 42/8 2d. dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate $ * .. per ton £24 hie i „ Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 | os 
a „ White Sugar Se .. рег ton &81 ju | 4 ,, Scrap, heavy .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- $e 
a „ Peroxide T aa «5: ӘУ n | "е sä | 4 ,, Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. perton | — 7 : os 
a Methylated Spirit .. per gal. 2; | | 11 > ) 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% a "160° С), per gal. 5/6 g Lead, English Ingot * ,. рег ton | * #11 10 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks .. per lb. | 8d. 2 РА Sheet * ,. per ton £18 - 
a ә Caustic (15/80%). А ,. per ton £24 m Manganin Wire No. 28 . .. per lb. 8/- =- 
a / Bisulphate 4A .. per ton £85 < g Mercury * per bot. £8 76 + 
a Shellac T T .. per -t. 281/- | 8/- inc, | | d Mica (in original cases) small . per Ib. 4d. to 1/6 
a Sulphate of Magnesia i» .. per ton £4 10 | - | d s ", - medium per lb. | 2/6 to 8/9 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 10 * | d , large .. per lb. 4/- to 7/9 - 
a » Recovered e .. рег ton | £5 10 р Phosphor Bronze, plain castings per lb. 1/- to 1/24 se 
a Lump ; .. per ton £5 p ^ rolled bars & rods perlb | 1 to 18 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 9 ©) .. рег ton #10 15 р 10 реки per Ib. From 11 | 
a „ Crystals T .. рег ton £8 ве 0 Platinum oe ee per ox. £4 | T 
а „  hichromate, casks, . .. per lb. | 24d. ee | р Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb. | 94. to lid, ee 
| | | i Steel, Magnet, acc'd'g to desc’ Р n perton | £58 | "T 
METALS, &o. | б » in bars > | £15 to £40 eh 
| Tin, Block t am mi 10% ine 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £130 0 210, Bio oe oe „ | £121 10 : 
b я Wire, іп ton lots. рег ton £168 E» Fol „> .. per lb. 1/6 | . 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton | #166 п „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . per lb. 17 | ё 
р Babbitt’ в metal ingots  .. per ton £48 to £180 i p White Anti-friction Metals— | 
е Brass (rolled metal 2” to 12”) basis per Ib, 62d, y White Ant” brand .. рег ton £42 to £62 | А 
€ „ Tube (brazed) ёг .. per lb, ва. - j Y&rns,2/10s Grey Cotton,onsp'ls per Ib. Bd. | T 
й: as „ (solid drawn). . per lb. 74a. j „ 6 lea. Flax.. .. per lb. а. | ee 
е „ Wire, basis.. os .. per lb. 7а. j „ 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian per lb. а | ө» 
с Copper Tubes (brazed) .. .. per lb. 924. ј „ 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. 45d. | . 
с » (solid drawn) .. per lb. Pad, j АЕ 180 lbs. Jute rove perton | #11 | 4 
g Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton £71 k Zinc, Bh't (Vieille Montagne bnd. ) per ton £23 15 | x 
Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; е Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. W iggins r Sons, ; ; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G. P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Shakspe are; h Edward J ill & Co.; i Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Аад), Ltd.; т W. T. Glover & Mos Ltd. XT. P. Ormiston & Son; о торная N & Co., Ltd.; Li The Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd. 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC ‘RECEIPTS. 
Week | Receipts for Miles Receipts for 
Locality, ending | the week, | Total to date. | open. Locality. pee ending im | the week. | Total to date, E= 
8 £* F £* | ы & £* s &* ; ы 
Aberdeen .. ee e- | Nov. 21 | 1,040 | +288 31.679 + 5,68 10| — g South Staffordshire «| Nov. 18 991 41,648 | + 6,882 —2 
Birmingham bs Б „ 21 | 4,877 | +242 i + 9.479 —|— |98 | :8wansea .. 45 si ay 18 |. 501 28,721 | + 1,992 | — 
Bournemouth... > „ 18 779 — — — 1 — |= S Taunton 88 s eal! nn 18 44 2,92 — 197 +4 
Blackburn, 20 731 | + 18) 29.575 + 968 | 194 11 © |,:ТупешоЬ .. 14.465. + 786 be 
Blackpool) .. _.. „, 10 300 | + 15| 88,235 — 908 — |3 eston - super - Mare.. 5,580 — 618 +% 
Blackpool and Fleetwood | |, 21 16 |+ 1| 19873|— 110 1 — | Е | Wolverhampton Dist 17,428 | + 7,566 | 10] | +8 
Blackpool and Lytham..| „, 19 167 | + 87 459|+ 209| —|— | & & Wrexbam 4.800 — а 
Bolton - e. e| » 28| 1,687 | +175 | 68,994 | + 7,700 25 | — 3 L Yorks. Woollen. Dist. .. 14,710 — 6i- 
Bradford a.. — | —| = — |4 |+4 | 3 | Сагаіт e | +18,480/ 14. | — 
Brighton T ee „ 2 751 | +102 | 45,987 — 63 — Chatham & "District Co. 24,521 | 418,828 | 8-53 — 
Bristol ee oa oe 99 20 4,803 + 266 = — 98 — Dover ee oe A 10,286 + 61 s | — 
Burnley >: "е ee. “ 21 751 + 95 E — 7 — Dublin ee ec oe 108,687 + 7,765 | 463 + à 
Barnsley District Р » 18 169 | — 27 8,217;— 27 — Bast Ham .. ‘ie ae 18,271 + 6,885. Б la i 
Devonport siu „ 18 5:7 | +328 21.109 + 1,298 | 6 | — 8 Glasgow  .. „э id 848,159 | 486,999» 06 + 4 
Dudle —Stourbridge. * [T] 18 182 + 83 88.171 + 8,628 — © Hall ee ee eo . 68,842 H + 3,688 + 112 + 1% 
SGateshe ad „ 18) 897 | + 49 | 99,6909 | + 5.279 10% |+ 2 | 3 | Ilkeston a э 6510, — ' 4 — 
" Gravesend— Northfleet » 18 228 | + 96 | 11,070 | + 1,124 — Isle of Thanet sa : 82,044 | — 1,520! 10} — 
[Greenock—P:$.Glasgow „ 18 C60 | + 61 | 25,042 | + 2,085 74 | — 3 Leeds v Р 195,020 | + 11,79 41 — 
Hartlepool as T: » 18 248 | + 26 | 19,8858 | + 758 +2 B | Liverpool .. og К 464,410 | + 14,981 | 108 | — 
, Kidderminster .. ра e 18 97 — Б 6,884 | + 166 — Manchester ae 400,415 | +261,210) 72 — 
Merthyr мы * ee 90 18 202 t 27 9,0:7 — 90 8 == H Newcastle • ee . ЕХ — 17 (oc 
Middleton = es » 18 255 | + 44 | 14,614 | + 1,811 | 83 — Portemouth км . 63,495 — 144 | — 
д Oldham—Ashton T % 18 582 | + 16 25,995 + 1,079 8 | — Salford oe ee " 120,944 | + 88,109 30 | — 
Peterborough .. Va » 18 160 — 6,776 — —|— Southampton os е == = 9 '— 
Poole а T ee 4, 18 252 | + 28 | 18,974 | + 9,025 A — |. | Sunderland К e 12,776 | + 2,088 0 +38 
Potteries EN e| » 18 1,658 | — 94 | 72,016 | + 8,618 — Central London Railway 183,069 | — 6, 6 |-— 
Rothesay. ° ee ео [T] 18 89 == 1 6,774 + 1, — E 
| Sheerness 0 ee » = 3,759 — — a T 
Southport = a | 
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NOTES ON:PAPL2S AT THE SYRACUSE} 
(U.S. A.) STREET RAILWAY, CONVENTION. 


Тнк Street Railway Association of the State of New York met this 
year at Syracuse, and the sayings and doings of the members are 
duly reported in the Street Railway Journal of October 10th and 
17th. The papers covered the whole field of street railroading, and 
the task of presenting them in a Bovrilised form for the busy 
readers of the Review is not too light. 

A distinct departure was made by the presentation of two papers 
relating to accidents and claims, one by a doctor, and another by 
(presumably) the claim agent of a large undertaking. ~ The pre- 
dominating note of each is the prevention and detection of the 
bogus claimant in all his stages. The type is by no means un- 
known in Britain, but it seems to be indigenous to, and to flourish 


best in, the United States. | 

All kinds of interesting stories of the tricks of this lucrative 
business—sometimes a profession—are told, and both authors make 
it very evident that medical examination on bebalf of the company 
must never be neglected, although one points out that it is not well, 
either from the professional standpoint of the doctor, or for the 
interests of the company, that the company’s doctor should always 
be in immediate attendance on an accident. 

An accident claim worked by a clever or a hysterical subject 
requires to be opposed delicately enough; but when it is aupported 
by the opinion of a private practitioner, and pushed by а sharp 
lawyer, the chances of a moderate settlement, or of a verdict by a 
jurv in favour of the company, are greatly lessened. . 

We are happy in the belief that the unscrupulous or ignorant 
doctor has not to be taken into account by the British claim agent 
or manager, although he is not unknown in the enormous country of 
our cousins; but there is no doubt that we do suffer in a compara- 
tively mild degree from the sharp lawyer (let us speak euphe- 
mistically) who takes up claims for what they are worth, and is 
known even to hunt for them. This gentleman is fully developed 
in the States, and is there known variously as the fake lawyer and 


the ambulance chaser. : 


The American Street. Railway Association adopted the tee-rail as 
standard, but the speakers at Syiacuse were not inclined to favour 
ita use except in suburban districts or in small towns, because when 
laid in busy thoroughfares the marginal paving, of whatever 
material made, is quickly destroyed, and the road maintenance 
charges soon out-balance the undenied advantages of the tee-rail 
from the tractive effort point of view. 

Militating more strongly against tbe decision of the A.S.R.A. is 
the ban of the tee-rail by most of the municipal authorities in the 
Eastern States. Not unnaturally these authorities object to the 
presence of ruts from 2 to 6 in. deep alongside the rails. 

Rather tending to show that American paving is neither so good 
in itself nor in ite laying as ours, is the curious fact that large 
cities are beginning to use a girder rail with a lip especially 
thickened to act as а plate-way for vehicular traffic, thus saving 
the paving. In Philadelphia a rail weighing 137 lbe. per yard is 
being laid, in which the extra weight is mostly in the lip. 

Only in populous towns where the streets are narrow, and the 
wheeled traffic cannot be pushed off the tracks, need such а section 
be used. The American street railway can be trusted to keep the 
tracks clear wherever the streets are wide enough. 

Grooved girder rails are laid already in New York, Chicago, 
Washing ton and Philadelphia. 

The use of a 9-in. section must strike an English engineer as 
strange, but it seems to be quite common in the Btater. Maybe, 
when the Americans get used to the solider construction of 
permanent way which they are only beginning to appreciate, they 
will find themselves able to reduce the height of their rails. 

There is no doubt that, in the matter of track, a levelling up to 
our standard is taking place. Of course, there have been many 
miles of sound concrete-founded track laid for years on the best of 
the street railways, but a very high percentage is not so founded. 

When reviewing American practice in previous issues, we have 
mentioned that, even when either a solid concrete bed extending 
from rail to rail and beyond, or a concrete stringer or beam under 
each rail is laid, the use of sleepers (American ties) is not abau- 
doned, and we have suggested that construction on similar lines 
might be acceptable to the public as providing softer and less noisy 
riding, and to the undertakers as lessening the cost of maintaining 


rolling stock and ways. A well-seasoned and thoroughly pickled | 


sleeper buried in concrete should last as long ав the superimposed 
rails If not, it would be worse than useless, as its renewal would 
involve ripping up the track before ite time. 

With the increased permanence of the track, the Americans aro 
bringing more into use the steel sleeper spaced about 10 ft. apart. 
With these there is no doubt about the life being as long as the 
rails, and no fear that the roadbed will have to be disturbed 
prematurely. 

It appears that in Buffalo the average wear of the table of the 
rails in the busiest street taken over four years was ұ; in. рег 
annum. If, therefore, the life of a rail dependa simply on the wear 
at its mid-length, the life of these Buffalo rails will be 16 
years if the car-wheels have 2 in. deep flanges. And Buffalo 
hopes that the life of the rails does depend on the above 
factor alone, for the joints have been wiped out by welding. 

Cast-welding has been in use, in the Western States at least, for 
eight years, and the percentage of broken joints appears to have 
been never less than 24, while the record for electric welding 
during last year was no more than one-tenth of 1 percent. It is 


well known, however, that the blessing of a continuous rail cannot 
be obtained at a small cost (although it is probable that the dearest 
method is cheaper in the end than a discontinuous rail, so commonly 
used), and it is here stated that electric welding, with its four care 
full of power stations and workshops, is too expensive for any 
number under 2,000 joints. | . 

We are surprised that no figures are given relating to the Gold- 
schmidt weld. | | 

The following words should be taken to heart by all directors, . 
committeemen and engineers who are laying even now rails fished 
with the railway fish-plates, with perhaps an inadequate sole plate. 
under the joints: If a road is so small that it cannot afford to 
put in electric or cast-welded joints, it should use the best type of 
mechanical joint. . . ." 

There is no reason to think that the wear of the Buffalo rails is 
excessively small, or that a jointless rail will not last from 15 to 20 
or more years according to the traffic over it, always granting thet 
the concrete has been well and truly laid, while tbere is too much 
reason to think that the greater part of the rails laid in England 
will at least deserve removal in half the time. Companies with 
21 years’ leases will find that weak mechanical joints on heavily- 
used rails will make it necessary either to renew the rails three 
times instead of twice during the lease, or to spend outrageous 
gums in maintenance or іп the worst case to allow the whole track 
to get into the same condition as the old steam tracks were in 
towards the end of the leases on them. 

A local authority with perpetual tenure, and with less need to 
study the capital account, should undoubtedly strive after the 
continuous rail, and reduce to the lowest the compulsory depre- 
ciation that is coming soorer or later. It must not be forgotten 
that the jointless rail affects favourably not only ite own 
life, but the life and the maintenance of the paving, to say nothing 
of the rolling-stock, for movement of the rails would be negligible, 
and sett-loosening water-hammer would disappear in consequence. 

While the American steam railroads have made the 33-ft. rail stan- 

dard, the street railways represented at the Syracuse Convention are 
unanimously in favour of the 60-ft. rai), even, curiously enough, for 
unpaved work where tbe whole rail is exposed to greatly varying 
temperatures. Some small trouble from buckling bas ariser, but it 
is considered that the decreased joints and bonds more than cover 
that. 
The cost of maintaining the tracks of nine large companies 
during 1901 varied all the way from £43 per mile up to £147 per 
mile, and the coste do not seem to bear any close relation to the 
number of miles maintained. It is not possible, however, to base 
ee just comparison on the figures, as the conditions are dis- 
similar. 


Quite a long time was given up to the promotion of the cause of 
the Railway Y.M.C.A. This organisation boasts a membership of 
62,000, and is seeking to extend its influence for good into the 
street railway field. Progressive managers have been brought into 
sympathy with ite work, partly because they see that it is good 
business to educate their employés to care for themselves by patting 
within their reach comfortable club rooms, varied amusements, 
health-giving recreations, opportunities for greater personal cleanli- 
ness, more intimate social intercourse, and the myriad things that 
make for a higher state of civilisation and of bodily and mental 
efficiency, but are lamentably absent from the homes of the men 
themeelves. The success of the Association among the steam road 
employés, and the fact that the companies subscribe equal or 
greater amounts than the men is sufficient proof that its practical 
value is recognised. 

The secretary, speaking at the Convention, said with reference 
to the religious element of the organisation, We don’t hide it, we 
don't apologise for it, and we don't intrude it. The Associa- 
tion stands for twentieth century religion. It believes that 
affording a man a chance to have a clean bed and a square meal is a 
religious act." 

There ís an opening for an organisation of this kind on many of 
the tramways in Great Britain. There have been some dishearten- 
ing failures of clubs based on the same general ides, but we doubt 
whether the reasons usually given for these failures are sufficient to 
remove an uneasy feeling that there was something radically wrong, 
or constitutionally weak in the organisation itself. Men employed 
on tramway staffs are certainly no worse than soldiers, both being 
drawn from the same class, and it has not been voted impossible in 
the army to raise the general level of the men by such means as are 
employed by the Y.M.C.A. all over the world. 

The organisation and successful management of an employés 
institution or club calls for very delicate touch, and intimate or 
instinctive knowledge of the class for which the work is being done, 
and it is probably there that unsuccessful organisations have 
failed, and there that an expert body like the Y.M.C.A. would 
succeed. If that be so, it pointe to future efforts being made with 
the aid of such a body. 


The author of a paper on ' Power Transmission for Interurban 
Lines " considers that, until electrical engineers can prove greater 
economies than now exist, it will be impossible to persuade main 
line railways to scrap steam engines which have been brought up to 
the limits of economy themselves. 

He shows that we cannot expect any improvement in the 
efficiencies of the present types of engines, generators, motors or 
transformers, aud that the line losses cannot be reduced to pay by 
further raising pressures or increasing eections of copper. 

“ [t becomes evident that the desired increase in efficiency must 
come, not in the present system, but in some other one that will 
possess all the advantages now obtained, and will reduce waste 
energy to a minimum by doing away with all unnecessary steps or 
tranformations in the power generated." 


OESIE REEE . | 


880 THE 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 53. No 1.367, Norra n 27, 1903. 


And we seem to be really near something of the kind. 

_The author prefers the rotary converter to the motor-generator 
either of the induction or synchronous type. 

The diecussion ran on the danger of extra high-tension trans- 
mission, and it seems that ideas on the subject are not at all fixed. 
Two cases were mentioned in which transmission lines are being 
beld up while the New York State Board of Railroad Commissioners 
decides whether a wire at a pressure of 16.000 volte carried over a 
man’s sidewalk is a menace to his life! Of course it seems so to us, 
but there are too many instances of even higher pressures being 
carried over populated districts without causing a general holocaust, 
to keep back progress in New York State for very long. 

One gentleman, wbile sounding & note of warning as to the 
possibility of preventive or restrictive legislation following the 
actual use in severalcases by the General Electric Co., and the 
Westinghouse Co., of 60,000- volt transmission, made the prophetic 
statement that the time is coming when not a 100 H.P. worth of 
water will be falling over Niagara. And when you come to think 
of it, why should it, if it can be made to drive cars and things 
hundreds of miles away ? Niagara will be none the less wonderful 
when it has vanished. | 

Опе other point of interest to English readers was raised at the 
Convention, and that dealt with the comparative merits of chilled- 
iron and steel-tired wheels for high speeds. We think that the 
moet inveterate chilled-wheeler will admit that there is a far 
greater possibility of a flange breaking. or rim bursting on a chilled- 
iron wheel than there is with a steel wheel when running at speeds 
as bigh as 50 to 62 miles per hour. If there is this greater risk then 
the iron wheel should not be used, however great are the advantages 
of price and other things, for an accident of that description would 
in all likelihood result in personal injury or death to passengers. 

On the Utica and Mohawk Valley line the wheel flanges are 11 in. 
deep by 1j in. thick, and the treads are 22 in. wide. The trouble 
with the deep flanges seems to be the same as we sball begin to 
experience over here ; the cars have to run over rails with a limited 
groove inside towns as well as over the high-speed inter-urban 
tracks where grooves do not trouble. The consequence is that on 


es urban sections the car is riding on the bottom of the flanges 
only. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


Inaugural Address by Ковеһвт Kaye Gray, President. 
(Delivered on Thursday, November 12th, 1903.) 


(Concluded from page 844.) 


I АМ afraid I am wearying you by reiteration, but I feel strongly on 
thie subject, which, in my opinion, affects the vital interests of the 
Institution, and I venture to lay before you things that though 
perhaps to many of you are platitudes, may prove of use to our 
youngar colleagues. The establishing of electrical tramways, and 
the electrification of existing railway and tramway lines, are rapidly 
assuming great proportions, and it is not difficult to predict that 
this brauch of electrical engineering will continue to advance by 
leaps and bounds, providing employment for many electrical engi- 
neers connected with the Institution. From the report of the 
London County Council on the excellent work they have been 
doing in South London, it would appear that the difference in 
prime cost between laying an urban line on the conduit system and 
construction on &n overhead trolley system is not so great as to 
render the former altogether impracticable. I think, therefore, 
those authorities in the municipal areas are acting in the best 
intereste of the inhabitants of this crowded metropolis, who refuse 
to authorise erection of the unsightly, and in many cases dangerous, 
overhead conductors. The utilitarian may argue that whatever 
increases prime cost goes in restriction of development, and in this 
he is to a certain extent correct. But apart from the question of 
danger avoided, it is usual in civilised communities to hava some 
respect for forms and appearances as well as for the purely useful. 
Moderation should reign in all things, and in relation to electrical 
tranways London does better to employ the conduit system and 


follow the example of Buda-Pesth and Paris, rather than erect an. 


overhead sys'em similar to that which disfigures my native city of 
Glasgow, and many other towns in this country. The conduit 
sy tem has cost London per mile of single line about £14,000; an 
overhead installation would have cost £7,000. In my opinion, the 
difference is well spent. It may be argued that this difference does 
not represent the whole difference, and that many electrical 
arrangements can be made in an overhead system that would not 
be permitted in a conduit system. My answer to this is that it 
comes within the province of us engineers t» overcome these 
difficulties; overcome them we shall if we only apply ourselves 
seriously to the tack, and produce resulta which will pass the 
Bevereet test that the Home Otlice, Board of Trade, or other 
authority may impose, 

Passivg on to the nature of the current supply, the continuous- 
current system predomir ates at present in Great Britain for all kinds 
of electric traction. Its supremacy is again being threatened by 
the mono phase system, whose employment ш certain cases possesses 
advantages that are greater thau the di-advantages. The efficiency of 
polyphase working for traction purposes nas not been sufficiently 
proved, but as regards the method of transmitting power to consider- 
able distances for conversion to continuous current to be applied to 
tramway purposes, the three-phase system has во far held the field at 
pressures up to 6,500 volts. A most complete system of high pressure 
volyphase traction work was inspected by many members of the 


Institution during a visit to Northern Italy in the spring of this year, 
and to those interested in this subject, it will be useful to closely 
follow the fortunes of the electrified Valtellina, Lecco and Milan Rail- 
way. For this line there are in course of construction electric loco- 
motives, which have been designed to exert a tractive force of from 
7,500 to 11,000 lbs., at a speed of 40 miles per hour, their individual 


output being, I understand, from 800 to 1, 200 m.P. The exceedingly 


interesting experiments being made on the Marienfelde-Z5seen 
Military Railway have resulted so far in the attainment of a 
speed rated at 125 miles an hour. The railway from Berlin to 
Zossen is about 15 miles in length, and the current generating 
station is about 8 miles from the head of the lins. The car, a 
Biemens & Halske design, was supplied with power from tbe line 
wire at a pressure of about 14 000 volte.* The inauguration of 
through traffic between Liverpool and Bolton, a distance of 40 miles, 
marke an important epoch in the progress of the South Lanca- 
shire Tramway project, which embraces & network of more than 
500 miles of track, and will serve an area whose population is 
about 5,000,000. ` 

The application of electric traction to our railways is progressing. 
At present the sections which are being dealt with are those which 
have a great traffic density or a frequent service. This policy is 
doubtless a wise one, as the railway companies limit the application of 
a considerable capital expenditure to the best paying division of their 
lines, and to those portions where the benefits to be derived are the 
most apparent. During the current year, the first section of the 
Metropolitan-District Railway conversion has been made, and it is 
expected, before March of next year, that the Moorgate Street— 
Drayton Park and Drayton Park—Finsbury Park sections of the 
Great Northern and City Railway Cc. will be in operation. The 
Mersey Tunoel Railway has been completed, and the conversion of the 


` Wirral Railway is under consideration. The North-Eastern Railway 


bas had trial runs along Tyneside, and good progress is being made 
with the L:verpool—Southport line. The Central London Railway 
is completing the change from locomotive to motor-car driving. The 
motor-car system is generally accepted as the best form for passenger 
traffic for many reasons, which I need not recapitulate. The 
direct-current system at 500 to 700 volts appears to remain as a 
standard for railway work of this olass, as well as for tramway 
work, but there are signs that single-phase alternating current may 
prove a rival. In the United States the Washington Annapolis Rail- 
way is being equipped with an overhead system, which will deliver 
direct to the motors a single-phase current at 3,000 volis. The three- 
wire system of feeding tramways and railways, though not without 
examples abroad, has not been adopted in this country, eave on the 
City and South London Railway, where it seems to have proved 
satisfactory. 

The only surface contact syatem in this country is that which has 
had nearly a year's trial at Wolverhampton. Troubles have arisen 
between the Corporation and the company; it is, therefore, 
impossible to say exactly how the matter stands. It is believed 
that the Kingsland mechanical switch surface contact system may 
be tried at Dreaden shortly. 

Although accumulators are being extensively used for private 
carriages in London and eleewhere, yet thiscountry has not seen its 
way to employ them for rail or tramways. In Italy and Germany 
some use is made of them, and it is stated that as the result of two 
years’ workirg on lines running out of Bologna, the cost of battery 
traction has proven 28 per cent. cheaper than steam. The use of 
storage battery locomotives in America for shunting and mine work 
appears worthy of mention, as it seems to have attained considerable 
proportions, and to have proved successful in practice. 

In the provinces the great power distribution undertakings are 
gettit g to work by degrees. Besides the Midland and Newcastle 
concerns we can now count the Durham, Lancashire, North Metro- 
politan and South Wales companies. The advantages of electricity 
аз а motive power seem to be readily appreciated by the industrial 
populations of these districts. Among some of the large schemes 
іо prc j:ct is the electrification of the National Railways of Sweden, 
the original power being derived from water power or the com- 
bustion of peat. Estimates are being drawn for 2,700 miles 
of rail wuy, calling for over 100,000 нр. The official estimate 
shows that there will result a saving of 50 per cent. in the present 
working expenses which amount to about £800,000 per annam.. 
Switzerland again speaks of a conversion of its national lines, 
entailing the use of 30,000 E. p. to be obtained from water power. 

The utilisation of the Victoria Falls of the Zambesi is a project 
under serious consideration, and at least a portion of the scteme 
may be near realisation. Some three months ago certain defaile of 
the scheme were made public, and from these it appears tbat 
whereas tbe Niagara Falls are equivalent to a continuous losa of 
7,000,000 H P., at the Victoria Falls of the Zambesi the loss is five 
times as great. In advocating the utilisation of this waste it is 
pointed out that tramways near San Francisco are driven by a 
current which has its origin in the Ubax Falls about 220 miles away, 
and that some American engineers estimated that power giving a 
steady load of 24 hours per day could be delivered 330 miles from 
the generatiug plant at about £4 10s per kw. At Niagara, six 
syndicates are carrying out work which, when completed, will be 
capable cf geoeratiug over 1 million .? Some of the generating 
sets will bo of 10,000 н.р. working at 11,000 volte. Toe pressure 
will be couverted to 60,000 volts. The highest pressure ae yet 
made use of in Europe for power transmissiou is in Italy, namely, 
40,000 volts. Tais plant is not yet completed; it is intended that 
water power will develop 7,500 Kw. at 9,000 volts (42 cycles per 
second), which wi.l be transformed to 40,000 volts for transmission. 
In the United States, in Montana, where a similar pressure is 


* Since writing the foregoing I notice that the car designed by 
the Allgemeine Elektricitite Gesellschaft has, on the same line, 
attained a speed of 1304 miles per hour. 
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employed for transmission, the voltage was increased to 80,000 for 
a few hours with success. Consideration of these voltages recalls 
the experiments made in March, 1883, juet 20 years ago, by Marcel 
Desprez in power transmission between Paris and Creil, a distance 
of 57 kilometres, at a pressure of 5,700 volte. One also thinks of 
the transformer of Gaulard of about that period. 

I now turn tothe subject which gave birth to this Institution, and 


from which its first title was derived—I mean the subject of 


telegraphy. Between May 26th and July 7th of this year an 
International Conference of the Telegraph Administrations was 
held in London at the invitation of His Majesty's Government. 
These meetings are, во far ав may be, quinquennial, and are usually 
held in the capitals of the Great Powers. The last meeting in 
London took place in 1879. The discussions which are now carried 
on between the Government delegates, and with the reprerentatives 
of the telegraph companies who are also invited to be present, are 
purely of an administrative order, and principally deal with tariffs 
aud the rules for carrying ont the international exchange of 
telegrams. Technical questions such as the size of conductors and 
the classes of instruments to be emploved in the international 
gervice are either already agreed upon or are the subject of separate 
and private understandings between the administrations interested. 
These have been fairly well standerdised during the 38 years that 
have elapsed since the first Conference was held in Paris. 

Since 1879 the growth in the length of telegraph landlines has 
been very large, and the development of submarine telegraphy has 
been almost phenomenal. At that date the public were just 
beginning to realise what power for good or for evil was being 
placed at their disposal. Merchants were beginning to feel that 
the submarine telegraph had a centralising effect which enabled 
them to carry on their business with smaller stocks of goods. The 
large merchant had no longer the control of the foreign markets 
which his wealth had formerly given him, and the small merchants 
began to have an innings. When this state of things came hcme to 
the traders, submarine telegraphic facilities were in great demand ; 
the cables across the Atlantic and other oceans began to multiply, 
acd pew centres of industry were connected to the chain. The men 
at the head of cable affairs, and notably the late Sir John Pender, 
were not slow to meet there developments by increasing the 
ramifications of the telegraph network, and bringing the charges 
for telegrams to such a figure as to encourage the public to make 
full use of the means of inter-communication placed at their dis- 
poral. This policy was hastened by the wholesome dread cf 
competition, where such did not exist, and by competition itself. 
A year ago the gap in the world’s telegraphic girdle was completed 
by the laying of the the trans-Pacific cable which now unites 
Canada with Australia, and this year has seen completed a second 
line across the Pacific from San Francisco to the Philippines and 
China by way of the Sandwich Islands, Midway and Guam. 

It is strange that during this development, the improvements in 
the types of telegraph cable employed have not been great, nor bas 
there been any great advance made in the design of the instruments 
used for the transmirsion of signale, but the administrative work has 
been vastly bettered. Mes-ages which formerly took hours in trans- 
mission are now received from the public and delivered to the 
addressees in a few minutes. I am informed that a telegram 
announcing the result of the yacht race for the America Cup was 
carried, in August last, from London to South Australia in four 
minutes. This message. which was forwarded vid South Africa, 
was bandled by 15 operators, passed through 11 stations, and 
traversed 14,404 nautical miles of submarine cable and 1,515 statute 
miles of land lines, Ordinary commercial traffic cannot be dealt 
with at this speed, but the instance I quote sbows what can be 
accomplished when special arrangements are made to carry news 
which is of peculiar interest. The manager of an American Cable 
Co. has told me that the result of the America Cup Race reached 
London one minute after the termination of the race, baving been 
transmitted through 3,400 nautical miles of submarine cable, end 
some 200 statute miles of land wire. The record time between New 
York and Lonoon is 30 seconds, and messages have been rent and 
replies received in one minute and 30 seconds. 

During the last 25 years, the engineers engaged in submarine 
telegraph work have devoted more care to the surveys of route tban 
was previously the prac ice; to a great extent this means that the 
engineers have succeeded in persuading the capitalists that theee 
surveys are of prime importance. The Atlantic cables of 1857-8, 
of 1865, 1866, and on to 1874 were laid on the data as to the ocean 
bed furniehed by perbaps 30 soundings taken over a route some 
1,700 nautical miles long. In 1871, Lord Kelvin furnished a means 
for sounding which did not exist previously, and in 1872 the Silver- 
town Co. made a first trial. The late Sir Willism Siemens, in 1874, 
carried out the first systematic sounding in the Atlantic, and from 
that time forward until 1883 it was the habit t take soundings, but 
not to make a full and careful survey. With the results obtained 
from these soundings our knowledge of the ocean bed was increased 
to the extent of teaching us that submarine mountains, plains and 
gullies exist, and that tbe physical conditions of the submarine 
floor are very similar to what one obrerves in travelling through 
Europe from Calais to Brindisi. In 1883, the first thorough pre- 
liminary survey of any cable route was made, but as this has been 
the eubject of a paper read before the Institution on November 10th, 
1887, I need not enter into detail, further than to say that the result 
oftbis survey materially altered the original plans for laying the 
cable on account of unsuspected elevations and depressions of the 
ocean floor having been discovered. In addition to the configura- 
tion difficulties to be encountered by a submarine cable, the chemical 
composition of the soil is important, as it greatly affects the cable's 
life. A paper referring to this subject was read before the Josti- 
tution on March 11th, 1897, I had tbe pleasure of bspndling, about 
A month ago, a piece of submarine cable which bad lain at the 
boftom of the юз in deep water for nearly 30 years, and ita 


appearance was such that I was unable to say whether it could not 
have lain there for another 30 years without showing any deteriora- 
tion. To-day there are employed in cable work 47 ships repre- 
senting 92,094 tons. The largest, the Colonia, belongs to the 
Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co., and has a deadweight 
capacity of 11,000 tons. When he considers the comparative facility 
with which cables are now repaired, no shareholder in a submarine 
telegraph company need fear for the permanency of his property. 
In July, 1879, there were 50,450 nautical miles of cable in opera- 
tion ; there are now under the sea 222,253 nautical miles, and I have 
every reason to believe that this mileage will continue to increase. 

On wireless telegraphy I have no new developments to report. 
The Cant«r Lectures delivered by our vice-president, Prof. 
J. A. Fleming, before the Society of Arts, in March of this 
year, and the description of the Lodge-Muirhead system in 
Радев Magazine for last May, give to any one interested in the 
subject the latest communicated information of any value. I 
need only add that there seems no immediate prospect of its 
seriously competing with the business of the existing telegraph 
companies. 

In my remarks concerning the means of transmission through 
submarine cables, I omitted to make reference to the relay of Mr. 
8. G. Brown which was deecribed by him in the paper he read 
before the Institution on May 1st last year. I may also mention that 
since 1879 considerable improvements, though of a minor nature, 
have been made in duplex transmission. 

The use of the telephone continues to extend, and in addition to 
the greater facilities offered in Great Britain, there are gradually 
being established international wires which place in telephonic 
communication the principal towns of Great Britain and several of 
the commercial centres on the Continent. 

Во far as I am aware no practical use has yet been made of 
Poulsen's teleautograph, which I had the pleasure of inspecting with 
our vice-president, Mr. Gavey, and of which he gave a description 
in a communication to the Institution on November 22nd, 1900. 

Before passing to the next portion of my subject, I should like to 
make a short reference to a very early investigator intu the pheno- 
mena of magnetism: I mean Dr. William Gilbert. 

Our past-president, Dr. Silvanus Thompson, who has taken so 
great an interest in the bibliography connected with Gilbert, tells 
me that the tercentenary of the death of this remarkable man will 
occur on December 10th next (new style), and that probably some 
notice of the fact will be teken by his native town, Colchester, and 
by the Royal College of Paysicians, of which body Gilbert was 
president at the time of his death. As you are doubtless aware, the 
work by Gilbert, notably his De Magnete Magneticisque et Magno- 
magnete Tellure," shows a patient observation and careful recording 
of results, which resemble in many ways the method of Michael 
Faraday. 

Yvuur Council bave not yet decided what steps, if any, will be 
taken by the Institution in connection with this celebration. 

Whilst reviewing the state of electrics! progress, mention should 
be made of the work of the Engineering Standards Committee. 

This Committee is making sume progress in its work, and it is 
pleasing to note that the Government has recognised that the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, the Institution of Naval Architects, the Iron and Steel 
Institute, and this Institution, should be assisted in the useful work 
they are doing. A Government grant has been made which will 
lighten the burden of these institutions, as until this assistance was 
received they were not only doing the work, but were also pro- 
viding the funds necessary for carrying it out. Bir William Preecé 
and Colonel Crompton, two of our past-presidents, are members of 
the General Committee and represent the Institution. The former 
is chairman of the Electrical Plant Divisional Committee, which is 
most directly connected with our branch of the subject. It is to be 
hoped that some of the results of the deliberations of the Elec- 
trical Plant Committee may shortly be published, and should they 
be, I shall append them to this address by way of further 
publication. 

While speaking of the work of the Engineering Standards Com- 
mittee, I cannot resist the temptation to proteet against the continual 
attempts which are made to apply to our weights and measures and 
money, what is called the decimal system. However regrettable it 
is thst scientific men should not have boldly recommended for 
adoption 12 instead of 10 as the place ratio of figures when so many 
sweeping changes were made at the time of the French Revolution, 
I am afraid they are too indolent to do so now, and that 10 will 
continue in use until another universa! upheaval changes all things. 
Because 10 is conventionally adopted for tbis ratio, there appears 
to me no reason why the system should be extended to all the 
weights and measures necessary for common use, bringing about 
many absurdities, and in many cases establishing very inconvenient 
stau dards. The adoption of the metre or any other measure of 
about its dimensions as a unit of length matters little, but if the 
metre be adopted, it is no reason because a millitre of distilled 
water is supposed to weigh 1 gramme at 4° Celsius in vacuo, 
that butter, coals, diamonds, and wood should be compulsorily 
dealt with in metres or their decimal derivatives. I am 
the first to admit that in physics and chemistry there are un- 
doubted advantages in having, so far as one can, a common relation 
existing between the various units, but that is no reason why we 
should combine to force on the public a system of weighte, 
measures and money which is so much against nature that it 
hardly obtains currency in the countries of its adoption. In 
France, precious stones are to-day bought and sold in carats ; 
firewood in cordes; milk in pintes ; gravel in toises ; grain, potatoes 
and charcoal in boisseaux; wine in barriques, feui]lettes, demi- 
setiers and chopines ; wood for conetruction in pieds, poyoes and 
lignes; beer in canettes and pots; sugar and coffee among the 
poor people are dealt with in livres, demi-Nyres, &o. Cattle dealing 
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is carried on in pistoles and écus, and notin francs. Finally, they 
- have just issued a 25-centime piece, doubtless because it represents 
-a quarter of a franc. In my opinion, the decimal system applied 
to weights and measures and money offers too limited a field for 
the operations of ordinary life; and I should be sorry to see it, with 
all its disadvantages, forced upen us by legislation to the exclusion 
of other systems, when the admitted advantages to be gained are во 
small. 

I should now like to make a few remarks, if time will admit, on the 
present functions of electro-chemistry. 

This is one of the most progressive branches of electrical 
industry; although striking advances are rare, constant improve- 
ments in detail are being made, and processes which have been 
long outlined are being developed into commercially practicable 
methode. 

Probably there has been no step so noteworthy during the year as 
the announcement by Mr. James Swinburne of bis invention of a new 
process for the reduction of metallic eulphide ores, which, with the 
collaboration of Mr. Ashcroft, he bas put to test on a commercial 
scale. The process consists in treating the ores with chlorine, dis- 
placing the sulphur, which is recovered — the essence of the invention 
being the fect that this reaction takes place without the formation 
of chloride of sulphur; various precipitations follow, according to 
the metals present, the final result, after a)l the otber materials bave 
been extracted, being zinc chloride. This is electrolysed, the zinc 
being obtained in the metallic state, and the chlorine is ready to be 
utilised again. Thus the process is cyclic, and it is applicable to 
almost all kinds of ores, including the huge piles of waste which 
have accumulated as the result of lees complete processes. This 
system may well prove of the utmost importance in metallurgy. 

Another valuable process which has made considerable progress 
during the past year is the reduction of iron ores by means of the 
electric furnace. At Livet, in France, the process is in practical 
operation, generators of 1,200 н.р. each giving single-phase current 
at 30,000 amperes each, and driven by water-power, being em- 
ployed. The output is 12 tons of steel per day. At these works 
ferro-silicon is also made from qusrts, scrap iron and coke, at less 
cost than that of smelting, and copper pyrites is reduced to copper 
and iron sulpbides rich in copper, and ready for the ordinary 
emelting process. Steel of high quality is similarly produced in 
Sweden at the rate of 1,500 tons per annum. With the Stassano 
process the expenditure of energy is said to be 3,000 E. p.-hours per 
ton of iron; but with the Ruthenburg system, it is said that 500 
Kw.-hours suffice, and that ores of poor quality cau be treated. 
Large deposits of iron ore exist in Canada, remote from coal mines, 
but within reach of Nisgara Falls, and it ie said that a Canadian 
syndicate has been formed to work the Ruthenburg system 
witb power derived from the Canadian Niagara Falle hydro-electric 
works. 

Already in Canadathe Betts process for refining lead is in operation 


at Trail, British Columbia, the daily production amounting to 7 tone 


of lead. The crude lead is used as anode in л bath of lead 
fluosilicate and fluosilicic acid ; there are 22 anodes per vat, through 
which 4,000 amperes are passed, and the pure metal ie deposited on 
the cathode, leaving the impurities, including the precious metals 
and copper, on the anode in a skeleton of spongy lead. 

In a quite different direction electricity is being used for the 
purification of the water supply of towns. There are two installa- 
tions of this kind in Germany — Schierstein and Paderborn— where 
tbe Siemens ozonising tubes are in uee; air is charged with ozone 
by means of these and is passed up dripping towers, dcwn which the 
water trickles, with the result tbat it is completely sterilised as 
regards all deleterious organisms. At Schierstein the capacity of 
the plant is nearly 50,000 gallons per bour, and the power required 
is 50 H.P., of which, however, only 27 is used for ozonieing, the 
remainder ғегуірр for pumping, &c. The pressure used ів 8,000 volts, 
The working cost is in all from 34d. to 44d. per 1,000 gallons. 

By the Jaruti process water is electrolysed to give pure hydrogen 
and oxygen, consuming 115 Kw.-hours per 1,000 cb. ft. A solution 
of caustic soda is used, with a perforated iron diaphragm to separate 
the gases. | 

At Btangfjorden, in Sweden, tbe Jebsen system is used for the 
manufacture of briquettes from peat. The latter is carbonised by 
heating with the electric current, derived from water power, and the 
tarry by-products are recovered. 

The production of nitric acid from the atmcsphere has long been 
tbe subject of experimental research ; it is now in active operation 
at Nisgara Falls, where by means of electric discharges at extremely 
high pressures and frequencies the nitrogen and oxygen are caused 
to combine. The same subject bas been dealt with on the Continent, 
where a return of 52 to 55 grams of nitric acid per kilowatt-bour bas 
been obtained, using a current of 0:05 ampere at 50,000 volts, and 
6,000 to 10,000 cycles per second. As Sir William Crookes bas 
shown, the fixation of atmospheric nitrcgen may in tbe distant 
future have a most important bearing upon the existence of the vast 
population of the earth, when natural sources fail to furnish an 
adequate supply of food. 

In connection with this subject, tbe syntbesis of sugars by the 
electrolysis of carbonic acid, ammonium phosphate, &c., which has 
been accomplished by Walther, is of no little interest. 

The extraordinary potency of electrolysis and the electric furnace 
in chemical and metallurgical processes has been most largely made 
use of in America, whicn is, in fact, the electro-chemical head- 
quarters of the world. The various works which derive their power 
from Niagara Falls are producing caustic soda, chloride of lime, 
carbide of calcium, chlorate of potash, sodium and sodium peroxide, 
sodium cyanide, baryta, phosphorus, nitric acid, lead, carborundum, 
graphite, corundum, &c. A single American concern is producing 
4,500 tons of aluminium per annum, while the United States pro- 
duces 278,860 tons of electrolytic copper per annum, no less than 
86°5 per cent. of the world's output. Siloxicon, a highly refractory 


compound of silicon, carbon and oxygen, is one of the latest pro- 
ducts of Niagara. The electrolytic rectifier, which depends upon 
the peculiar properties of aluminium in an electrolytic cell, is a 
device which will have many applications, especially siace it bas 
been so arranged as to ingeniously utilise both positive aud negative 
waves of an alternating current. 

O 1e of the most important branches of electro-chemistry is that 
which relates to secondary batteries, and, in spite of the immense 
amount of work which has been dove in this direction in the past, 
remarkable progress has been made of- late. Tae most notable in- 


vention in this department is the Edison nickel-iron cell, which 


appears to be on the verge of adoption on a commercial scale. 
Elaborate machinery has been designed and constructed at great 
cost for the rapid manufacture of the cells, and trial cella have been 
in the hands of European experts for many months, while complete 
sets have been exhaustively tested in America and England. There 
seems to be no question that the cells have fulfilled the claims 
made for them, and that their introduction in quantity will give an 
immense impetus to the electric automobile industry, and even to 
accumulator traction in general ТЬе cleanliness, capacity and 
seeming 'indestructibility of the cells, joined to their higbly per- 
fected mechanical construction, render them admirably adapted to 
automobilism, and the stated ability to charge them with 75 per 
cent. of their full capacity in one hour is a feature of the first 
importance. 

Other cells have been brought forward, notably the Elieson cell, 
which is an improved lead plate cell, with the property of enduring 
remarkably high rates of charge and discharge without injury, and the 
“ N.S.” (Niblett Solid) cell, in which the whole of the positive and 
negative elements are packed tightly in a container. Each of these 
has meritorious features, but whether they will stand the test of 
time cannot yet be decided. 

Besides the foregoing examples, a vast amount of work is bsing 
done in every brauch of electro-cbemistry, aud the recent formation 
of the Faraday Society, admirably named, to further the interests 
of tbe science and industry in this country — long after the birth of 
similar societies abroad, it is true—can well be included as one of 
the most important and fruitful "recent developments" in tha 
electrical world. 

I will now bring this address to a close, as I began it, with a 
reference to the growth of this Institution. 

In my opening remarks I omitted an observation which I should 
have made concerniug this growth, and that was in reference to the 
source from which our members are drawn. Had not a great wave 
of educational fervour passed over tbis country some 20 years ago, 
had not the establishment of technical institutes all over the 
country taken place, had not Lord Kelvin, and others, educated 
their pupils in a way which best fitted them for the position of 
efficient teachers in these technical colleges, our Institution would 
not have attained its present importance, and the posts filled by 
many of its members would, perforce, have been filled by the better 
educated foreigner. It is a great advantage tothe taught that their 
teachers should be concerned with the practical side of the sabject 
they treat, and this in itself isa justification for those who teach, 
being members of our Institution and taking an active part in its 
management. Teaching from text-books which are written on an 
undeveloped science causes the student to learn many things that 
be has to unlearn, and launches him into the world full of informa- 
tion which may have been abandoned altogether, or is at least 
five or six years old. If the teachers are in touch with every- 
day practice the taught profit immensely, and leave tleir colleges 
with knowledge which, although it may later require modifying, 
bas, at any rate, the advantage of being the kuowledge of the 
day. I believe the electrical industry in this country ie almost 
entirely in the hande of electrical engineers educated in England. 
Can this be sa’! of the chemical industry? І doubt it, and 
presume that :, is because the latter ів a much older science, 
aud has not been favoured in possessing io this country so many 
educational advanteges as are offered to tbose engaged in the 
electrical industry. It certainly has not, ав a general body, had 
teachers with the sama practical experience, although there are 
undoubted signs that the younger generation is being better taught. 
To cite one instance in my personal knowledge, out of the many which 
might be selected: I remember my father introducing into Scotland, 
for the purposes of calico printing and dyeing, the use of certain coal- 
tar dyes, the employ ment of which bad just been made practicable by 
Mr. W. H. Perkin. Forty-five years have clapsed since then: and, 
altbough Great Britain hus practically been the home of tbe raw 
materiel, and one of the greatest consumers of these products, yet, 
through the application of greater knowledge and skill, Germany 
to-day furnisbes our printers and dyers with the greater proportion 
of their requirements. We are being beaten in a race in which the 
foreigner is handicapped. Is this due to the natural incapacity of the 
Englishman, or is it due tothe want of the opportunities which his 
foreign со npetitor possesses? Despite the opinion recently expressed 
by Prof. Karl Pearson, I like to accept the latter explanation, 
although, given the opportunities, we must always bear in mind that 
a chemist's work is laborious in the extreme, and this may not asa 
rule satisfy the ordinary class of Eaglish student. In adopting 
this illustration, I do not wish to be misunderstood. I bave no 
intention of implying, and it would be foolish to imply, that this 
country does not possess chemical knowledge of the very highest 
order, ав witness the number of distinguished men whom we know 
by name, and the work they have done, and also the large number 
of chemical works established in London, Manchester, Glasgow and 
other districts. I also fully recognise that the chemical industry 
cannot be [fairly compared with the electrical industry, as it 
occupies a muck wider field, and is a much more difficult subject to 
master. I use the illustration, as I do not believe the mass of 
people engaged in the industry have placed at their disposal 
sufficient opportunity for proper instruction, or for acquir 
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ing knowledge, as is the case in Germany and some other 
: countries. 

With wisdom, we in this country open our arms to the skilled 
man of other countries, and through his skill we can, in certain 
directions, maintain supremacy in some of our productions. The 
pity of it is that we have not amongst our own countrymen men of 
equal education and skill, One may say that the electrical industry 
is also suffering, and that the eigns of it are the large importation 
of American and German machinery into this country at, the 
present time; but I venture to disagree. Americans and Germans 
fre doubtless appearing on our markets, and, in many cases, owing 
to greater skill in manufacture; but the financial side of the 
question has a great deal to do with their incursion, and es y 
is this so with their competition in our Colonies and non- 
manufacturing countries. 

We mutt, as a policy, continue to welcome all comers, bot while 
so doing we should equip ourselves so tbat by sheer skill and 
ability we may conquer in the end. The equipment we require is, 
everyone now admite, technical education, and this we are 
developing in all directions. The electrical engineers as a class are 
better equipped than any other class I know of, thanke to the teaching 
received in our technical institutions from very capable men, some 
of whom we are proud to see numbered among the Past-Presidents 
of this Institution. 

During the recess several powerful advocacies for the furnishing 
of greater educational facilities to the students of this country have 
been published, and it ie gratifying to see that these publications 
were made in а manner to bring them before everyone who cares 
to readthem. Sir Norman Lockyer, in his presidential address to 
the British Association Meeting at Stockport, made a stirring 
appeal, which must sink into the soul of every thinking man who 
has the welfare of his country at heart. Sir William Abney, as 
cosieman of Section L.—Educational Science—placed before the 
public what has beer? done since 1853 by the Science and Art 
Department with the small amount of funds at their disposal. 
Prof. Meldola's lecture, delivered in August last at Oxford, on 
Chemical Industry and Researcb, should also be mentioned, as it 
deserves careful reading. 

Opportunely, Prof. H. E. Atmetrong has just had published by 
Macmillan & Co. a collection of his writings on Education. Sir 
William Ramsay, the President of the Society of Chemical Industry, 
and many others who are interested in iodustrial development, are 
actively forwarding the cause; and 1t is to be hoped that some good 
may be evolved from the atmosphere of public interest which has 
been created, and that we may thus eventually find the men of this 
country as well furnished as their foreign competitors with the 
necessary knowledge, and with the means of applying it in investiga- 
tion. Oar Past-President, Dr. John Perry, informs me that there is 
under consideration the formation of a Science Guild, whose funda- 
mental object will be the encouragement of the application of 
scientific principles to industrial and general purposes. We must 
all hope those engaged in the matter will succeed in founding this 
Guild, as there doubtless exists a blank which it can fill. 

I am glad to see some of our members—notably my predecessor, 
Mr. Swinburne, and our Honorary Member and Past-President, Mr. 
Swan—are interesting themselves in the formation of the Electro- 
Chemical Society, to which I hava already referred; and I am sure 
we all wish them every success in their effort to specialise this very 
important subject in Great Britain. 

For the future development of the usefulness of the Institution 
there appears to me to be one matter worthy of our utmost atten- 
tion. The Institution membership exterds all over Eogland and 
the Colonies, and we have found it & useful addition to our consti- 
tution to establish local sections in different centres. Since these 
sections have been formed, many valuable oontributions bave been 
incorporated in the Journal of the Institution which might not Lave 
appeared there, had the opportunity of having a meeting-place in 
the authors neighbourhood been absent, and had there not 
existed an organised assembly to discuss the subject submitted 
by him. The local sections are growing, and must by the nature of 
things increase in impor'ance. Tbe development of the electrical 
industry in the provinces must advance with greater strides than in 
London, where mauufacturers are hampered by high local rates, and 
sometimes obstructive legislation, which appears to be a necessity in 
our large Metropolis, and which is, fortunately, not so essential in 
smaller communities. Again, in the neighbourhood of London the 
cost of raw material is appreciably higher ; fuel is also higher, and 
the charges for tbe transport of the finished goods to their destination 
handicaps the London manufacturer. These, in addition to the 
bigher rcale of wages paid, are fast driving manufacturers into the 
provinces. Such a migration, from a general point of view, is per- 
haps advantageous; but it indirectly affects the Institution in a way 


which is not of advantage to the central body. If the migration - 


continues to the same extent as took place in the case of London 
shipbuilding many years ago, the centre of production, so to 
speak, of the electrical industry will gradually gravitate north- 
wards, aud nothing but consumers will be left in the Metropolis. 
Many of our ablest members are already in the provinces, and it 
is quite a question for tbe Institution to consider whether the 
day is not fast approaching when we should extend our system 
of decentralisation. Is it not time that we should consider the 
establishing of a local section in London, similar in all respects 
to the local sections we have in Birmingham, Dublin, 
Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester and Newcastle? In this new local 
section papers affecting London could be read, aud be publisbed or 
not in the Journal of the Institution in the same manner as papers 
in tbe other local sections are dealt with. London would continue 
to be the headquarters of the Institution, and Institution meetings 
could be held, say, four times a year. At these, papers of general 
interest could be contributed. If any such scheme as this: were 
adopted, the constitution of the Council of the Institntion would 


be somewbat affected. The chairman and committee of the London 
local section would, of course, be all London men, but the 
Institution would have a larger field from which to select its 
president and council, as men who have their business in the 
provinces, and who cannot spare the time to attend the present 
numerous Council and Institution, might be able to attend the less 
numerous meetings which would be the outcome of some such 
rearrangement. 

In conclusion, I muet thank you for the kind tolerarce with 
which you have received the remarksithat I have had the pleasure of 
submitting for your acceptance. 


THE EDISON ACCUMULATOR FOR AUTOMOBILES. 
By W. Hissert, Astociate-Meniber. 
(Paper read November 26th, 1903.) 


Tux problem of making an accumulator with an alkaline electrolyte 
has been before the world for many years, and haa been attacked by 
a fairly numerous body of workers. It is known that Mr. Edison 
is one of this number, and various public statements have appeared 
as іо Ње results of his labour. Most of these can be neglected as 
void of authority, but the account published by Dr. Kennelly before 
the America Institute of Electrical Engineers was evidently based 
on carefally executed work. From this paper we learned the 
general nature of the cell, together with certain useful numerical 
data. 14 watt-hours were obtained from 1 lb. weight of the cell, the 
average Е.М F. being about 1 25 volts. 

It is not necessary to repeat here the other data from Dr. Ken- 
nelly's paper, as they will be brought up to date by the facta to be 
quoted from my own tests. It is sufficient to say that very little 
was dope during the next year. The matter seemed to fall into 
the background, and public opinion settled down to a vague belief 
that the cell had not yet reached the commercial stage. Indeed, I 
have heard doubts expressed as to tbe very existence of the cell. 
To some extent I sbared thie scepticiem, not because I doubted the 
existence of the accumulatcr, but because of its constitution. I 
doubted (and expressed my doubts in print) whetber the plates 
would be altogether free from local action, and whether a very 
small amount of this weakness would not be sufficient to destroy the 
plate. These fears were based on tbe data afforded by Dr. Ken- 
nelly’s paper, more especially the thinness of the plates, and also 
the probable results of mixing graphite with the active; material. 

Such anticipations were, I suppose, quite legitimate as anticipa- 
tions, but they bave not been justified by the results of actual trial. 
It is one of the striking features of the cell, that it recommends 
itself by work more tban can be done by any verbal account. 

In the early part of this year, I obtained three of Mr. Edison's 
cells of small siz*, and in early Jane was provided with a Standard 
Automobile cell. Finally, during part of my summer vacation I 
was ab'e to run about 500 miles on an automobile driven by 38 
Edison cells. The general resulta of the work done on all these 
will be described in this paper. I shall confine myself to a some- 
what simple statement of the facta verified by myself, feeling sure 
tbat these will be most acceptable to the members of the Institute. 
But it may be worth while mentioning that well-known men at 
Milan, Paris, &c., bave obtained laboratory results which agree in al] 
the main particulars with my own. They have not as yet had the 
opportunity of testing on the road. A brief description of the cell 

ill be advantsgeous. 

Standard Automobile С. 1 This contains 14 positive and 14 
negative plates. Each plate is made of sheet-steel, nickel plated, 
punched with 24 holes of rectangular shape. In each of these 
holes is inserted a flat pouch or pocket containing the compressed 
active material. The walls of these pockets are perforated by ex- 
ceedingly fine slots or holes, through which the liquid can penetrate. 
Thus the current can easily pass to and from the active material con- 
tained in the pockets. 

Active Materials.—Both positive and negative plates are alike, 
except in respect of the active material. The pockets on the 
positive plate contain nickel peroxide; those on the negative plate 
contain finely divided iron. Each of these active materials is, I 
understand, mixed with flake graphite. 

Electrolyte.—The liquid is a 20 per cent. solution of potash. 

Arrangement.—The plates are fixed very near each other. Yet 
there does not seem to be any danger of short circuits. The plates 
are thin, it is true, but being made of steel, they are thick enough to 
give rigidity. Asa further precaution, vulcanised rubber separators 
are put between the plates, making the whole a compact maes, whose 
stability is calculated to resist all the ordinary mechanical shocks it 
is likely to undergo. 

External arrangements.—The cell is sealed in its steel case, the 
top being fixed on by a special solder not acted on by the potash. 
Two stout connecting-pins (from the positive and negative plates 
respectively) come through liquid tight bushes of vulcanised rubber. 
These pins are made slightly conical, as are also the connectors 
which fit on them, and the mechanical finish and easy grip of this 
terminal add to the value of the battery. The connector is further 
secured by a screw-nut and fastening-pin. The connector has a 
much higher conductivity than those of the ordinary. type of acct- 
mulators. 

Oa the top of the case there are also :— 

(a) A spring stopper with rubber flange, covering the hole by 
which the electrolyte is introduced, or distilled water added from 
time to time. 

(b) A vent hole guarded by a gravity valve. This provides for 
the escape of the gas evolved during charge. The hole and valve 
are covered by a gauze nipple, which prevents escape of spray while 
allowing gas to It also prevents any flame finding access to 
the interior of the cell through the stream of evolved gas, 
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The complete cell stands 18 in. high (over all) and measures 
51x35 in. horizontally. It weighs 17:8 lbs. A large part of the 
external steel case is corrugated to increase its rigidity. 

An immediate consequence of examining these features of the 
cell is to impress the observer with their admirable fitness—per- 
fection is hardly too strong a word. That which is co lacking in 
ordinary accumulators—mechanical strength or design—is bere in 
obvious and large measure. The general mechanical structure of 
the cell is well calculated to remove or to diminish any antecedent 
adverse opinion. 

Electrical Data —The E.M.F. is 1°33, though, as there is a very 
persistent gaseous polarisation effect, the figure cannot be regarded 
as quite rigid. For a long time after charging it is much higher. 
The internal resistance is 0:0013 ohm. The output at 60 amperes 
is 210 watt-hours = 11:8 watt-hours per lb. 

The following diagram (fig. 1) shows the arrangements used for 
charging and dischargiog :— 


Fic. 1. 


в is the cell under test; tt t, pieces of trolley wire used for 
connections; му, Ms, Ms, mercury cups standing in а large tank full 
of oil. 

B, a standard resistance = 0:01009 ohm, verified by the Board of 


e. 

av and a, voltmeter and ammeter, both re-calibrated for these 
experimenta. 

ge lead accumulators were used for charging к. For the 
purpose of cbarging, constantan resistances of varying value and 
diameter were used to bridge му, Mg; fcr discharging, it was 
necessary to bridge M4, м, as well The control of either strong or 
weak currents was quite easy and rapid by putting constantan wires 
in parallel across the mercury cups. In very few of the experi- 
ments did the current vary as much as 1 percent. The average 
varistion was probably about 03 or 4 per cent. 
The curves in fig. 2 tell their own story. 


\ 


A striking feature of the curves is the relatively high value of 
the capacity at the higher discharge rates. The difference in 


ampere- hours at 30 and 60 amperés js almost negligible. Even at 
120 amperes the capacity is 93 per cent. of the maximum, and at 
200 amperes is still as high as 82 per cent. 

These results at once indicate a valuable feature of the cel] for 
many of the emergencies of engineering. That the quantity 
obtainable at the high rates should be such a large proportion of 
that possible at low rates is both surprising and agreeable. 

Output.—In relation to the weight of the cell the work done is 
higber than usual Taking the output at 210 watt-hours,* and the 
weight at 17:8 168, the specific output amounts to 11:8 watt-bours 
per pound of cell. This must be regarded as a high figure. It is 
true that nearly equal figures have been obtained with otber cells, 
but confessedly at considerable risk. The weight of lead cells is 
reduced by making the supports very thin, but this shortens life. 
Output can be increased by using stronger acid, but this leads to 
rapid loss of charge if the cell stands idle. These serious riskw do 
not accompany the method of getting high specific output in the 
case of the Edison cell. It is, as we shall see, able to retain a large 
proportion of its charge for a long time, and its relation to '' life," 
although not yet fully verified by my work, is one of very consider- 
able security as far as can be judged by the Tesults already obtained. 
In relation to volume, the specific output is 1,564 watt-hours per 
cubic foot. 

Influence of Temperature on Output.—In the case of lead cells this 
is very marked. With the Edison cel] no definite series of experi» 
ments has been made, but accidental circumstances afford evidence 
of some interest. pome 88 were taken on two of the few 
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" i пи je at 60 T : at 8 90 amperes the output js ‘somewhat 
‚ 


in the ordinary sense; it acte only as a conductor. 


very hot days of last summer. The high temperature of the air, 
added to the heating effect of the currents, caused the temperature 
of the cell to rise very high. With a current of 150 amperes, it 
reached 54° C. The output rose to 163 ampere-hours, eome 9 
ampere-hours more than were obtained at a tem of 33°. 
This is an increase of 5:5 per cent. in capacity for a rise of 21°, or an 
increase of 0°26 per cent. per 1° rise. 

Other expenmente, not specially designed to test the point, 
indicated a detectable brt small increase. The effect is, however, 
very much less than with the lead cell. With them it may be 2 oz 
3 per cent. per degree Centigrade. With the Edison cell, a few 
degrees difference in temperature would produce hardly any change 
in the quantity output. 

This difference in the effect of temperature doubtless arises from 
the difference in the nature of the actions going on in the respective 
electrolytes. The continued working of the lead celli demands a 
continued eupply of the acid at the interna] working of the 
porous materials on the plates, and a rise in temperature helps to 
provide this by increasing the rate of diffusion of acid from the 
outside. In the Edison cell there appears to be practically no need 
for diffusion or circulation of the liquid. It is not an active material 
Hence a higher 


temperature cannot change the action except by diminishing the 
internal resistance of the cell. Even here the action must be 
differential. For the liquid will diminish in resistance as the 
temperature goes up, while that of the plates themselves will 
increase. The first of these, however, being the greater, will deter- 
mine the resultant change, with a consequent increase in chemical 
action before the preseure falls to a limiting value. For example, in 
the experiment described, which led to a final temperature of 54° O., 

the resistance of the electrolyte would be about 30 or 40 per cent. 


_ less than in the corresponding experiment at 33°. 


It is also of interest to note that these experiments at higher 
temperatures were the earliest. The other experiments described in 
this paper were all done subsequently, and therefore show that no 
injary had resulted from the heating due to higher external 
арине and also to the excessive currents passing through the 
cell. 

INTERNAL RESISTANCE. 


It is not easy to determine this except at times when the pressure 
curve is tolerably fiat. Attempts were made, however, to get an 
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approximation by opening the circuit for a moment or two and 


noting the rise in volte at the terminals. The value, i = м comes 


cut as a tolerably constant figure from the various curves in fig. 2. 
It rises from 0:0013 obm with the lower currents, to 0:0016 with the 
higher. The value does not vary appreciably over the greater part 
of the discharge. But towards the end, where the pressure begins 
to fall quickly, the resistance rises at a fairly rapid rate. At the end 
it may approach 0:004 or 0:005 ohm. 


SHORT CIRCUIT. 


With the object of testing the power of recovery, one of tbe small 
cells was partially discharged, and then short-circuited for 48 hovra 
After a subeequent long charge it gave the discharge curve в, fig. 3. 
Compsred with the normal discharge curve 4, B indicates a deficiency. 
It is evident that the cel] has nof yet recovered, On charging 
again, however, and taking в second discharge (curve с), the deficit 
hardly appears; tbe cell has practically recovered from the һа 
treatment to which {t bad besh mbjected, 
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Шен Rats or CHARGING. 


The foregoing experiments prove conclusively that the Edison 
cell can maintain a high rate of discharge. The interest of this 
question hangs on its maximum charging rate, and this I have not 
been able to reach. The accompanying curves, fig. 4, show the course 
of an eriment made to test this point. The cell was first 
carefully discharged at 30 amperes down to 0°75 volt. It was then 
charged for one hour, 177 ampere-hours being put in. The current 
was not quite steady, varying from 180 to 176 amperes over most of 
the time. Near the close of the hour it fell to 166 amperes. The 
subsequent discharge shows that 121 ampere-hours were delivered, 
which equals 70 per cent. of the charge. 

Further ments on this point ap 
dealing the motor-car work, proving that 
over 200 amperes. ` 


in the later section 
e cell can be charged at 


(To be continued.) 


Abstract of Мв. GERALD Stonsmy’s Address to the Newcastle 
Local Section. 


(Delivered Monday, November 16th, 1903.) 


THIS branch of the Institution of Electrical Engineers has now 
been in existence for four years, and the membership has risen 
steadily from 93 at the time of its inauguration to 152 at the present 
time. 

A subject in which .great interest is being taken is the 
education of engineers; all are practically unanimous that it is 
necessary to combine practice with theory, and the best way of pud 
this seems to be the “sandwich " system, in which the theoreti 
aod practical training are carried on concurrently. Stress should be 
laid on the importance of letting a boy early in life learn the use of 
tools. Modern languages also are of great use to an engineer, and he 
should be taught both to read and speak them. Latin and Greek 
may well be left out; the German grammar is as good an education 
for the mind as the Latin grammar, besides being of practical use. 
Mathematics should be taught so as to enable the student to make 
use of them in the actual problems which occur in practice. In 
thus however, urging a pam education for an engineer, no one 
more than an engineer is aware how much is owing to those who 
pursue science for itself apart from mere monetary gain. Inalmost 
all cases the way has been paved for the engineer and the com- 
mercial man by seekers after knowledge, which they have given to 
the world freely and without stint. 

The distribution of electricity for power, lighting and traction 
has made enormous advances, and there is no sign of this rate of 
progress slackening. In this district we have the first of the great 
power stations at Neptune Bank, Wallsend-on-Tyne, and soon a 
second one at Carville will be at work. During the past 15 years 
the size of engines and dynamos used has steadily risen from about 
100 Kw. to from 4,000 to 5,000 Kw. at the present date. In this 
connection the Parsons steam turbine has taken a notable 


part. 
This was invented by the Hon. C. A. Parsons, F.R.S., in 1884, and 


the first engine was of about 10 H.P., while now turbines ор to 
8,000 and 10,000 н.р. are being made. The low first cost, small 
steam consumption, absence of reciprocating parts, and small 
foundations, as well ae reduced attendance and upkeep, have made 
this type of engine largely adopted for driving dynamos and 
alternators, as well as for the propulsion of ships and other 


i A great field is opened up by the discovery of cathode and other 
rays, in which we seem to be dealing with individual electrons 
instead of with masses of them. These researches in molecular 
physics may some day enable us to tap the great source of energy 
existing in the atmosphere, by the help of the “Sorting Demon” 
pictured by Clark Maxwell, and thus utilise for the service of man 
the energy of the atmosphere without the consumption of coal or 
other fuel; and looking back on the advance made in the last 100 
years, who will say it is impossible ? 


MANCHESTER SECTION. 


Он Tuesday, November 17th, the first meeting of the present 
session was held st Owens College, and a very large number of 
members and friends were present. A very interesting address was 
given by the chairman, Mr. Edw. W. Cowan, dealing mainly, and at 
considerable length, with the fiscal question as it affects electrical 
engineers. Afterwards a brief demonstration was given by Dr. 
Schuster (of Owens College) on the properties of radium and other 
radio-active bodies. 

It was shown, by experiment, that when a lighted taper or other 
flame is brought near to a charged electrosoope, the leaves fall 
together almost immediately, due to the flame m the air a 
conductor. A piece of radium and a piece of pitch blende (from 
which ore radium is obtained) had the same effect. Another experi- 
ment showed the same thing in a different manner; this was to 
cause а spark, which was previously arranged to pass across either 
of two air gaps, sometimes taking the one sometimes the other, to 
pass only across the air gap which the radium happened to be held 
nearest to. Dr. Schuster stated that it appeared that radio-activity 
is due, not to the mere existence of a radio-active body, but to the 
fact that change takes place in the atoms of the substance. The 
emanation given off by such substances is apparently a gas, in very 
small quantity, and this gas can be solidified at about the tempera- 
ture of liquid air. 

Radium was shown, by darkening the room, to be plainly 
phosphorescent, and it was said that the radium must be dry, other- 


wise it could not be phosphorescent. Radium, thorium, uranium and 


polonium, the lecturer ‘stated, are all radio-active, and, no doubt, 
many other substances also; polonium has, however, not been 
experimented on much as yet. 

As regards the commercial use of radium for power or lighting 
purposes, Dr. Schuster could hold out no very bright prospects for 
electrical engineers at present. Speaking of power, he said that the 
cost of 1 H.P. would be rather excessive, even though, once obtained, 
it would be available for a thousand or a million years; it would 
take about 160 lbs. of radium to give off 1 H.P., and~ the price of 
this would he about £80,000,000 —rather a heavy capital expenditure 
for the power obtained. With regard to lighting, the tiny sample 
he showed giving phosphorescence cost £6; this, also, appeared to 
be somewhat a heavy price to pay. The changes which take place 
in the atoms of these radio-active bodies, we have, at present, no 
control over; low and high temperatures, enormous pressures, 
chemioal combinations with other bodies, alike have no effect in 
altering their activity. There is just the bope held out by the 
speaker for electrical engineers that some day it may be 

ossible to enormously accelerate the rate at which energy 
s given out, and also reduce the cost of the material. For 
instance, if radium capable of giving 1 н.р. continuously 
for, say, a million years, could be made to give out that vast energy 
in one year, and if the cost were at the same time reduced to 
reasonable proportions, then it would be possible to use radium as 
а souroe of energy on a commercial scale. 

The lecture was throughcut listened to by all present with the 
greatest interest, and a very hearty vote of thanks was acoorded to 


Dr. Schuster. 


The next meeting will be held on December 15th, when Mr. 
A. O. Eborall will read a paper on “ Polyphase Electric Traction.” 


THE CONSERVATOIRE DES ARTS ET 


METIERS. 


ON July 1st of the present, year, the Laboratoire des essais 
du Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers was formally opened in 
Paris by the President of the French Republic, Although 
electrotechnics are expressly excluded from the work of the 
Institution, & brief account of the aims and equipment of 
the laboratory will be of interest to the readers of the 
ELECTRICAL Review. The Conservatoire was originally 
established in 1799 in the Priory of St. Martin-les-Champs 
as a museum of machines, models, &c., and courses of lectures 
were organised in connection with it. In 1901 the offices 
of Patents and Trade Marks were transferred to the same 
building, and since then the testing laboratory has been 
added. The laboratory is State-supported, and has also 
received valuable grants from the French Sogiety of Civil 
Engineers and other bodies, The main building of the 
laboratory has been specially erected in one of the courts of 
the Priory, and part of the basement of the surrounding 
building is also utilised. 

The laboratory is divided into five departments under the 
supreme direction of M. Perot. In the section devoted to 
physica, the verification is undertaken of weights and mea- 
sures, barometers, thermometers, optical apparatus and the 
like. ES 

The second department is being very completely equipped 
for the testing of metals, The testing machines include a 
300-ton horizontal Universal machine, which is being built 
by Messrs. J. Buckton & Co., of Leeds, and which will be 
capable of dealing with test pieces 25 metres long. Besides 
this, there are three other and smaller machines for testing 
metals, a 4-ton machine for tests on india-rubber, and 
machines for testing wires, &c. The department is also 
eqnipped with muffle furnaces for the heat treatment of 
metals, an electric arc furnace for melting alloys, and an 
apparatus for photomicrography. 

The third department is for the testing of materials of 
construction other than metals, such as cements, stones, 
bricks and glass. It is very completely equipped for making 
the materials, and for all kinds of tests on their strength, 
dnrability under all conditions of use, porosity, &c. 

The fourth department is intended for the study of all 
kinds of machinery, such as boilers, steam engines, turbines 
and motor-cars. It is equipped with five Belleville boilers, 
a 35-H.P. engine, a superheater, and surface and jet con- 
densers. For gas engines, a plant for making gases from 
various fuels has been installed, and is of a capacity suffi- 
cient for the supply of machines of 20 н.р. The department 
is also provided with an apparatus for testing the horse- 
power, &c., of auto-cars at all speeds up to 100 kilometres 
per hour. 
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The last section deals with vegetable substances, chemical, 
micrographio and other tests on woods, manufactured india- 
rubbers, oils, and the like; and the department is intended to 
act in conjunction with, and amplification of, the mechanical 
tests made in other departments. 

As explained above, electricity is excluded from the pur- 
view of the Institution. It is, however, extensively 
utilised for lighting the buildings, for driving the numerous 
machines, and for experimental purposes. Particular mention 
may be made of small furnaces used for the examination of 
the properties of substances at high temperatures. Of these, 
two are furnaces of the resistance type, one vertical and the 
other horizontal. Temperatures exceeding 1,200° C. can be 
máin'ained in them. The furnace consists of a porcelain 
tube, round which is wound a spiral of platinum ribbon 
18 mm. wide and 007 mm. thick, with a suitable covering 
to keep down radiation to a minimum. This form of coil 
in preference to a wire reduces the weight of platinum 
required, by increasing the general efficiency of the furnace, 
to a very small quantity, the horizontal furnace, which is 
60 cms, in length and 5 cms. inside diameter, containing 
only 20 grammes of platinum. The third furnace is an arc 
furnace of а type invented by M. Gabreau. It is intended 
for melting metals in small crucibles, There are two pairs 
of arcs, each pair being in series and taking 110 volts, and 
80 arranged that the heat is concentrated on the crucible. 
The latter is supported on a long vertical rod of refractory 
material passing through the bottom of the furnace. By 
means of a motor, this rod, and with it the crucible, is con- 
tinually rotated, and at the same time the rod is made to 
move up and down by an electro-magnet, of which the circuit 
is alternately made and broken by a commutator worked by 
the motor. In this furnace 300 grammes of nickel have been 
melted in 16 minutes, starting cold. 


TENDERS IN THEIR LEGAL ASPECT. 


THE correspondence which bas recently taken place in these 
columns with regard to tenders, appears to show that, how- 
ever much time and energy is expended upon preparing 
specificationg and making tenders for the performance of 
electrical contracte, this method of obtaining business is 
likely to continue to find favour in the future. The contract 
by tender has the advantage that it enables the contractor to 
make a careful survey of his liabilities before he actually 
signs any binding agreement with the employers. He, at any 
rate, knows the probable cost of the work, and can make a 
rough estimate of the profit which he is likely to make if his 
offer is accepted. 

But it is important for every contractor who makes a 
tender to clearly understand the legal position in which his 
tender places him. Circumstances may alter after the tender 
has been posted, in consequence of which he may desire to 
withdraw the document. Can he do so? If he makes a 
tender, he not unnaturally requires to know whether he has 
any remedy against the employers if they refuse to accept it. 
l'inally, he may wish to know his position as regards other 
contractors who have sought for, and succeeded in obtaining, 
the contract by the same means which he has adopted. 
These questions, and many others similar to them, have 
arisen in the past. It may be convenient, if we refer to the 
principles of law according to which they are likely to be 
dealt with by the Courts. 

A tender is an offer to do work at a certain cost 
based upon specifications which are sent out by employers. 
As a general rule, the advertisement for tenders contains a 
statement to the effect that “ the company (or as may be) 
do not undertake to accept the lowest or any tender." If 
this advertisement appears, and a tender is made upon the 
strength of it, the lowest tenderer has no cause for com- 
plaint if he fails to get the contract. If no such disclaimer 
is made, however, it is & nice question whether there is not 
an undertaking on the part of the advertisers to accept 
the lowest tender. 

First, as to the making of a tender. A man who tenders 
sometimes repents before his tender is accepted. It is useful 
to point out that an offer or tender may be revoked at any 
time before it is accepted. The retractation must, however, 


be received by the employers before their acceptance has 


been posted; for the acceptance of an offer is deemed to be 


received as soon as it is posted. 

A tender is usually made in writing, but it is not 
necessary that the tender should be in the tenderer’s 
writing, providing the other circumstances are sufficient to 
identify the tenderer. 

In a case which was heard many years ago, a railway 

contractor met a number of persons, one of whom we may 
call A, in order to receive tenders from each of them as to 
the execution of certain work. Не read the specification 
with reference to the work ; and after this A handed in his 
tender with the others. His tender was signed with his 
name, but there was no evidence that it was in his hand- 
writing. It was held, notwithstanding, that such tender 
taken with the specification sufficiently proved the contract. 
Allen v. Yoxall (1 C. & K. 815). 
It is important to notice that a tender and acceptance 
may amount to a contract, although the acceptance refers to 
a formal contract to be drawn up afterwards. So if an elec- 
trical contractor were invited to tender for certain work, and 
he made his tender and received the following reply from 
the employers :—'* We accept the tender. The contract will 
be prepared by our solicitors,” this would form a complete 
contract (see Lewis v. Brass 8 Q.B.D., 667). This rule, 
however, does not hold good if it be made clear that the 
employers will require a written document. In the case of 
Kingston-upon-Hull (Governors) v. Petch (10 ex. 611), the 
Guardians of the poor had issued an advertisement stating 
that they would receive tenders for the supply of the Work- 
house with meat for three months, from 30 to 50 stohe 
(setting out the description of meat), that sealed tenders 
were to be forwarded, and that all contractors would have 
to sign a written contract after acceptance of the tender. A 
butcher wrote to the Guardians as follows: —“ I propose to 
supply your house with meat according to advertisement for 
the next six months at 6d, per lb.” His proposal was 
accepted, and he was informed that he was appointed butcher, 
upon which he immediately declined the appointment. It 
was decided that the transaction amounted merely to a prc- 
posal for a contract, and that there was no binding agree- 
ment until a written document was signed. 

A most important question arises as to the validity of an 
agreement amongst a number of contractors not to tender 
for a particular piece of work. This course is sometimes 
adopted in order to leave the field clear for an independent 
contractor who may be under agreement to share profits with 
those who have stood out of the way. The principle that 
such an agreement is not void was declared in the case of 
Jones v. North (19 L.R. Eg. 426.) There it appeared 
that tenders for the supply of stone were invited by a corpora- 
tion. Four neighbouring quarry owners entered into an 
agreement that they should each supply a certain proportion 
of the stone, and that the plaintiffs should make the lowest 
tender to the corporation. The plaintiffs entered into con- 
tracts with the other quarry owners to purchase the propor- 
tion of stone agreed upon from each. Notwithstanding the 
agreement, one of the quarry owners sent in a tender which 
was accepted by the corporation. The other quarry owners 
who had been parties to the agreement thereupon applied to 
the Court of Chancery for an injunction to restrain the 
supply of stone to the corporation by the defendants. It 
was held, over-ruling an objection by the defendants, that 
the agreement was not void either as against public policy 
or upon any other ground. 

An agreement not to tender in competition, extends 
apparently to work other than that which may be within tke 
immediate contemplation of the parties at the time of the 
contract. Thus, suppose two electrical contractors agreed 
not to tender in competition with each other for the supply 
of goods or machinery to a certain Corporation. This 
agreement would not be satisfied merely by their recognition 
of it in respect of one tender. In the case of Metcalf v. 
Bouck 25 L.T. 539, an agreement was made between A and 
B not to tender in competition with each other for gas tar. 
In answer to an advertisement, and acting upon his agree- 
ment with B, A sent in a merely nominal tender, with the 
result that B got the contract. i Later, fresh advertisements 
were issued and a tender by B was rejected, whereupon A, 
without communicating with B, sent in a tender on his own 
account. It was decided that the agreement! between them 
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was still pending, and that HA] was liable for the breach 
of it. 

It may be stated that, as a general rule, there is no implied 
undertaking in an advertisement for tenders to the effect 
that the lowest tender will be accepted. This rule, however, 
only holds good where there is no custom of the trade to 
the contrary. In the case of Pauling v. Pontifex (1 W.R., 
64) the plaintiff sent to the defendants’ agent a tender for 
the execution of certain buildings. It was held that the 
judge was right, having regard to the evidence, in conclud- 
ing that, according to the custom of the trade, the plaintiffs’ 
tender being the lowest it had been accepted, although their 
agent had no absolute authority to accept the lowest. Ina 
later case, however, an attempt to establish a custom met 
with failure. 
which it was stated that they had been instructed to offer to 
the wholesale trade for sale by tender the stock-in-trade of a 
certain firm, which they annonnced would be sold ata 
discount in one lot. They also stated in the circular the 
day and the hour when the tenders would be received and 
opened at their offices. The plaintiffs made a tender which 
they allezed was the highest. In an action against the 
defendants for not- accepting such tender it was decided by 
the Oourt that the circular was only an invitation for offers, 
and that there was no implied undertaking by the de- 
fendants to accept any tender at all. 

We are confident that no ** custom " to accept, the lowest 
tender could be set up in the electrical world, although it 
may be and often does turn out that the lowest tenderer is 
successful. Yet a tender must be Pboná-file, and not in 
any way likely to open the door to fraud. For instance, 
suppose employers agreed to accept the lowest tender for the 
erection of an electric lighting station, and that a contractor 


sent in a tender by which he undertook to do the work for,- 


say, a less sum by £100 than any,sum mentioned by any of 
his rivals. Itis submitted that the employers could not be 
compelled to give him the contract. 

This submission is based ‘upon the case of the South 
Hetton Coal Co. v. Haswell (1898) 14 T.L.R. 277), 
which differs in that the question there arose in connection 
with the purchase of royalties due from certain collieries, 
An offer was made to accept “ the highest net money tender 
they should receive (all other things being equal) from one 
of two rival purchasers. One party offered a certain sum ; 
the other offered such a sum as would exceed by £200 the 
amount offered by the other proposing purchaser. 

Upon a refusal on the part of the employers to accept this 
offer, an action was brought for specific performance. The 
Court refused to grant a decree. Lord Lindley, then 
Master of the Rolls, when the case came before him in the 
Court of Appeal said :—“ The plaintiffs’ cffer is illusory, it 
does not answer to the description of the highest money 
tender either in the business sense or in the legal sense of 
the words. To hold that the plaintiffs’ offer answered that 
description would be to encourage trickery and chicanery. 
It would be opening the door to the grossest fraud, not 
only towards purchasers, but towards vendors algo. 

The point decided by this case is somewhat narrow, inas- 
much as the employers there expreasly undertook to accept 
the highest. In the ordinary case of a tender to do elec- 
trical work, we cannot see that an offer to do the work for 
£200 less than any other contract would be open to objec- 
tion from a legal standpoint, though we can hardly believe 
that any municipality or company would accept such terms. 
Furthermore, as undercutting is not an unknown practice, a 
` tenderer quoting so much lower than the lowest may run 
considerable risks. 


« 


PHYSICAL -SOCIETY. 


MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 13TH, 1903. 
Dr. R. T. Grazzsnoor, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 


Sm Оцшүвв J. Горак read a paper on Means for Electrifying 
the Atmosphere on a Large Scale.” Twenty years ago the author 
was engaged with Mr. J. W. Clark on an investigation of the dark 
spaces seen near hot bodies placed in illuminated smoke. The 
existence of these dust-free spaces was discovered by Tyndall, and 
the phenomenon had been investigated by Lord Rayleigh. Tyndall 
worked with high temperatures, and attributed the effect to the 


There the defendants had issued a circular in 


burning of the dust near the hot body. Such, however, cannot be 
the case, as the exist when inorganic dust, such as oxide of 
magnesium, is used. The conclusion at which Messrs. Lodge and 
Clark arrived (see Phil. Mag., 1884) was that the result was due to 
an aerial bombardment from the hot wire which drove the particles 
away, and they tried the effect of electrifying the hot body to see if 
there was any modification of the dark space. A new phenomenon 
was discovered, the whole of the dust being driven to the sides of 
the contaizing vessel. This experiment was shown by the author 
at the British Association meeting in Montreal in 1884, and sub- 
sequently, on a larger scale, at the Royal Institution. In the latter 
experiment two pieces of wire gauze, connected to the terminals of 
an electric мы ле were placed opposite each other in a smoke- 
filled chamber, through which a current of smoke was slowly g. 
Upon electrifying the plates, the smoke ceased passing, the dust 
particles cohered, hovered in the air, and were either driven to the 
sides of the chamber or fell to the bottom. In the case of mist, 
electrification of steam in a bell jar converted it into fine rain. It 
seems, therefore, possible that rain might be produced by the elec- 
trification of acloud. Sir Oliver Lodge has tried at Liverpool to 
disperse fogs by discharging electricity into them. For this purpose 
a large mast was erected on the roof of the University Coll 
buildings. It terminated in a bundle of points, to which electricity 
was conveyed from a Wimshurst machine by a wire supported by 
specially constructed insulators. Iu order to drive electricity from 
a point far removed from a surface, a high potential is necessary, 
and sometimes a large gas flame was used to supplement the points. 
Upon one occasion the discharge of electricity from the flame was 
sufficient to keep a clear space of 50 or 60 yards’ radius in a dense 
fog. The author had hoped to induce the Mersey Dock Board to 
try the principle on a large scale, having a series of positive dis- 
charges on one side of the river and a series of negative discharges 
on the other, but he felt a certain reluctance in recommending tbe 
method to practical men so long as it was n to derive the 
current from a Wimshurst machine. A dynamo would be а more 
suitable generator if it were possible to get a sufficiently high 
potential. The way out of the difficulty is to rectify a high-tension 
alternating current, and Sir Oliver Lodge has for some time been 
considering the possibility of doing this by ntilising Cooper-Hewitt 
mercury lamps. А study of these lamps has led him to believe that 
their rectifying power is much assisted by the outside metallic 
coating which surrounds the mercury electrode, and which is con- 
nected to the positive terminal of the lamp. In order to rectify an 
alternating discharge, four lamps are so arranged in the form ofa 
quadrilateral that, when the leads from the terminals of an alter- 
nating transformer are connected to two opposite corners, two uni- 
directional currents are obtained from the other corners. Experi- 
ments have been made at Birmingham by sending the current from 
a high-frequency alternator (3,000 ~ per second) throngh the 
primary of an induction coil, and connecting the terminals of the 
secondary to the rectifiers. The length of the rectified spark can be 
increased by putting a number of lamps in series in each arm of the 
quadrilateral arrangement. Sir Oliver Lodge performed an experi- 
ment at the meeting to show the dissipation of fog by electrification. 
The current from an alternator was passed through the primary of 
a coil, and the terminals of the secondary connected to the rectifiers, 
12 lampe in all, three in series in each arm. This arrangement is 
capable of giving a rectified spark 2 or 3 in. long, the unidirectional 
nature of which can be proved by passing it throngh a Orookes or a 
Röntgen tube. Some magnesium wire having beon burnt under a 
large bell jar, to fill it with a cloud of magnesium oxide, the jar 
was then illuminated by the light from an electric lamp. i 
through the base-piece upon which the bell jar was placed was 
a eonductor which terminated in a point inside the jar. When 
the terminals between which the rectified discharge was 

were separated, and the other end of this conductor was joined 
to one of them, the eleotricity streaming from the point into the 
clouded atmosphere caused an immediate deposition of the mag- 
nesium oxide. 

Prof. W. E. Аүвтон congratulated the author, and expressed his 
interest in the experiment showing the deposition of magnesium 
oxide. He pointed ont that the combination of four Nodon valves 
for obtaining a continuous current from an alternating one had 
been used before. Dealing with the rectifier iteelf, he said his 
feeling was that the rectification was due to a difference in the 
electrodes and not to any ү proximity of two electrodes 
through the glass as sugges by Sir Oliver Lodge. There were 
many cases of rectification—a metal-carbon are for instance. In 
this case the explanation of the phenomenon was probably con- 
nected with the fact that one electrode was metallic and the other 
carbon. In the mercury lamp both electrodes were metallic, but 
the metals were very different from each other. Prof. Ayrton said 
that Prof. Steinmetz had recently shown him some interesting 
experiments with mercury arc lamps, resembling in some details 
the Cooper-Hewitt кир: There was, however, no choking coil, the 
starting being effected by an electro-magnet capable of separating 
two tags within the tube, and causing a small arc which started the 
lamp. There was also no branch lead from the positive electrode 
to the mercury end of the lamp. In his opinion this connection 
was only a starting device in the Cooper-Hewitt lamp. Prof. 
Ayrton concluded by expressing his pleasure that the administra- 
tive duties of Sir Oliver Lodge had not interfered with his keen 
interest in scientific research. ` 

Prof. Н. L. CALLENDAR expressed his interest in the paper and in 
the experiments shown. In connection with the rectification, he 
pointed out that under certain conditions any vacuum tube would 
act as a rectifier, illustrating the point by an e ent with an 
X ray tube. The phenomenon was noticed by Hittorf 30 years 
ago, and attributed by him to the constriction around the, negative 
electrode. 

Mr. W. DUDDELL said he should like to discuss the rectifying power 
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of mercury lamps. Any two different electrodes in air will rectify 
to some extent. Inthe case of two carbons, the diameters of which are 
as two to one, the resistance between them varies by 5 or 6 per cent., 
according as the current is passed one way or the other. With a 
metal-carbon arc it is possible to stop the current altogether. A 
point and plate will also act as a rectifier. He thought that the 
condenser arrangement was to facilitate starting, and expressed the 
opinion that the rectification was due to the temperature of the 
electrodes and the temperature gradients near them. The tem- 
peratures of the mercury and iron in a mercury lamp were very 
different, and in the case of a point and plane there was a differ- 
ее of temperature because of the cooling of the plane by radia- 
tion. 
between electrodes having a high potential difference, and that 
when using the lamp for practical purposes the presence of impurities 
improved it by facilitating starting. | | 

Dr. C. Cones pointed out that there was a potential gradient in 
the atmosphere from the ground upwards which sometimes 
amounted to 1,000 volts per metre and was often 150 volts per 
metre... He asked if this difference of potential between the ground 
and the tops of high trees would have any effect upon the dissipa- 
tion of fog. | 

Sir OLIVER Lopas, replying to Dr. Chree, said it had occurred 
to him that atmospheric electricity must be taken into account. 
It was quite feasible that point discharges from trees might 
have some effect upon fogs, but not enough. Replying to Mr. 
Duddell, he said they had found that for high teneion rectification 
it was necessary to have as good a vacuum as possible, but for lampe 
working on low voltages it was beneficial to permit a residue of 
impurities. He said he was still of the opinion that the outside 
connection assisted the rectification in some tubes by throwing a 
great strain on the gas near the cathode. 

Sir OLIVER Lopes then described An Arrangement for Driving 
: Mercury Pumps,” designed by himself and Mr. B. Davies. The 
apparatus was constructed because the work necessary to make large 
numbers of vacuum tubes renders it essential to drive the pump 
hydraulically. The preliminary exhaustion is effected with an 
ordinary Fleuss pump and the work completed by using a Töpler 
mercury pump. The reservoir of the pump is suspended from the 


rim of a 6-in. wheel, and is almost counterbalanced by a water vessel - 


suspended from the rim of a 2-ft. wheel fixed upon the same axle. 
The water vessel is capable of moving up and down between 
vertical guides, and mechanism is so arranged that when it reaches 
the top of the guides a tap is turned and it is filled with water. 
The increase in weight causes it to descend and raises the pump 
reservoir. When it reaches the bottom of the guides a valve in the 
bottom of the vessel is opened automatically and the water is dis- 
charged. The vessel then rises again and the esis repeated. 
Keyed to the axle carrying the two wheels referred to, there is a 
third wheel, 1 ft. in diameter, over the rim of which passes a fric- 
tion band. The function of this arrangement is to control the 
upward and downward motion of the water vessel, bringing it to 
rest quietly at each end of the journey and yet allowing it to move 
quickly. There is also a device at the bottom of the guides for 
keeping the valve of the vessel open until the whole of the water 
has been discharged. Tbe mercury which overflows from the pump 
is conducted back to the reservoir, thus giving a circulation of 
mercury and automatically replenishing the reservoir. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


ag or for н journal b ко ишн Oo., шем Potent 
olborn e Liverpool whom 
inquiries should be addressed | | ' 


94,244. “ An improved method of supporting trolley wires on electric tram- 
ways, railways, canals, and the electric operation of road vehicles." P. 8. 
November 9th. ‘ | 

94,948. “Improvements in and connected with collectors of electricity for 
railways and tramways.” Б. Ссмміко. November 9th. 

24,282. “Improvements in electric switches." THs BRITISH THOMSON- 
HovsroN Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) November 9tb. 

94,988. “ An improved electric switch with indicator." THE BRITISH 
TuowsoN-Hovsrow Co., Lro. (The General Electric Co., United States.) 
November 9th. 

24,284. “Improvements in third-rail insulators for electric railways.” THR 
British THopsow-HovsroN Co., тр. (The General Electric Co., United 
States.) November 9th. 

94,285. ‘‘ Improvements in electric switches." THE British THomson- 
Носвтом Co., Lip. (The General Electric Co., United States.) November 9th. 

24,286. “ Improvements in a double-throw electric switch with indicator." 
Tue British Тномвок-Носвтох Co., Ltp. (The Gereral Electric Co., United 
States.) November 9th. : 

24,902. Improvements in magneto-electric induction apparatus." A. G. 
BLoxax. (A. Schoeller, Germany.) November 9th. (Complete.) 

94,305. “ Vy E Ue relating to the electrical deposition of smoke, fume, 
mist, fog, and Ше like." O. J. Loper. November 9th. 

24,310. N in magnetio inductors.” THE AKTIEN GESELLSCHAFT 
% MAON ETA.“ (Electrische Uhren ohne Batterie and ohne Cantacte.) Novem- 
ber 9th. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, January 20th, 1908, being 
date of application in Switzerland.) (Complete.) 

24,888. ‘Sparking plug or device for electrical ignition of oil engines, gas 
engines, and the like." M. Coorer. November 10th. . 

94,848. “ Improvements in or connected with telegraph perforators and typc- 
writers." W. WaiNwüiGHT,. November 10th. 

94,418. ''Improvements relating to electric current meters," E.J.PirER, 
November 10th. : 
aa % Improvements in electricity meters." 

th. 

94,444. “An improvement in ships’ telegraphs.” G. GREEN and F. E. Prior, 
November 10th. 

24,449. ''An im roved sp arkirg plug or electrical ignition device." G. F. H. 
Satow. Novemb r ith. 

24,465. ''Positive clectrode for a galvanic battery.“ 
November ) 1th. 

24,469. A new or improved suspending chain for electric lamps and the 
ike.” J. Hinks & Bon ITD, and A. H. WHient. November lith. 


G. Ноокнлм. November 


G. H. C. Kortoschr, 


He had also found that the best rectification takes place 


similar suitable purposes." T. L. PATCHETT and W. Воск. 


24,472. "Improvements in electric furnaces.” 
GRIxMER. November Dith. (Complete.) 


24.474. Improved apparatus for automatically controlling the of 
оаа telegraphic transmitters and the like.“ J. GELL. November llth. 
498. “ An improved electrical switch.” E. L . E. "FF. 
5 р | ррік and G. E. Davirr 
24,500. “Transmitting alternating current through а vapor." E. Wziw- 
TRAUB. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, March 23rd, 1903, being date 
of application in United States.) November 11th. 
24,501. ''Rectifying alternating current." E. WriNTRAUB. (Date applied 


for under Patents Aot, 1901, March 28rd, 1 ; 
United States.) November lith. paps boing ама ог epelicssion an 


24,515. Improvements in and relating to automatic transmitting apparatus 
for telegraphic and analogous porposes.” J. T. ARMSTRONG and A. ORLING. 
November 11th. - 

2,516. Improvements in and relating to receiving or detecting and record. 
ing apparetus for telegraphic and other electrical purposes.” J. T. ARMSTRONG 
and A. ORLING. November 11th. 

24,621. An im 
cars with overh 
November 12th. 

24,626. “ Improvements in or relating to plates for secondary batteries." 
5 (Pflueger Acoumulatoren-Werke Aotiengesellschaft.) 


94,680. “Improvements in current collecting devices for electric railway 
vehicles." J. Внлу. November 12th. ; 

24,680. “ Ар electrograph or apparatus for the electrical transmission, recep- 
tion, recording and reproduction of sound.” E. G. Craven. November 18th. 
i Mee “ Improvements in telephone apparatus." J.CrRPAvx. November 

24,005. ''Improvements in or connected with means for electrically igniting 
miners’ safety lamps.” J.C. Best. November 18th. 

94,701. “ Improvements in and relating to electric motion in conjunction with 
the creation and multiplication of electricity applicable to machinery of all 
kinds requiring power.” T. J. HowkLL. November 18th. 

24,706. Improvements in rails for e'ectric trams, railwa 


E. Runsraar and W. 


ved automatic guide for engsging trolley heads of electric 
wires." J. E. Нортнвож, Sen., and J. E. Horrm&Row, Jun. 


and for other 
ovember 18th. 


24,730. "Improvements in dynamo-electrio machines.” J. H. Br. Нии. 


MawnpsLkv, November 18th. 

24,770. “Improvements in and relating to devices for makin 
contact in cables, armatures, and other electrical appliances.” 
NER. November 14th. 

24,791. Improved means for synchronising dynamo-electric machines.“ 
THR British THomson-Horston Co., тр. (The General Electric Co., United. 
States.) November 14th. . 

21,792. ''Improvements in electric cut-outs." . TRE British Tnowsox. 
Hovston Co., Lro. (The General Electric Co., United States.) November lith. 


electrical 
M. Brem- 


24,794. ‘Improvements in aro-extinguisbing devices." Тнк Berrien 
THoMsON-HovsroN Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co, United States.) 
November 14th. 


24,795. Improvements in electric cut-outs or fuses.” Tux British THomson- 
rr eda Co., тр. (The General Electric Co., Опіка States.) November 


24,797. “ Improvements in dynamo-electric machines.” 
Тномвок-Ноовтох Co., LTD. he General Electric Co., -United States.) 


THE BRITISKE 


November 14th. 
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тніс Wiring. E. White and J. Waldron. 17,564. August 13th. 

CONNECTION BLOCK FOR ELECTRIC CONDUCTORS APPLICABLE ALSO AR AN INS? HINN 
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No. 1,358. 


THE SAFETY OF TUBE RAILWAYS. 


THE letter which we publish on M page, ИР to 
the condition of the glow lamp fittings on the City and 


South London Railway, raises a question of great import- 
ance both to the public, as passengers, and to the share- 
holders. Our correspondent alleges that he found “the 
fittings” in a car alive, and that the attendant declared 
that he was in the habit of» receiving shocks in almost all 
the cars, sufficient to throw him on the floor! If this state- 
ment were true, it would constitute a scandalous condition 
of affairs ; happily, however, it is wholly unfounded, as we 
shall show. 

Apart from actual investigation, ordinary common sense 
should suffice to demonstrate the utter impossibility of such 
a condition subsisting. Obviously, if passengers were con- 
stantly liable to receive shocks, they would receive them, and 
an outcry would be raised at once. Further, if the 
attendant were “ in the habit of receiving shocks in ‘ almost 
all the cars,’ sufficient to throw him on the floor,” he would 
be thrown down, and the astonished passengers would not 
forget to give the occurrence the widest publicity! We 
have seen what one or two of our ha’penny dreadfuls can do 
in the way of promoting a scare, and they would not miss 
such an opportunity. Clearly, therefore, such a state of 
things could not exist for a day without entailing an 
unenviable notoriety. 

Nevertheless, to make assurance doubly sure, two of our 


staff, including one of the editors, have made a personal 


investigation into the matter. For this purpose Mr. P. V. 
MacMahon, the chief engineer to the company, kindly 
afforded facilities for us to test the fittings and to question 
the railway staff. So far as we could ascertain, the number 
of complaints of shocks received by passengers, during the 13 
years this pioneer and all-British railway has been running, 
has not exceeded two, and neither of these occasioned 
more than momentary discomfort. During the whole 
period of its existence, not a single fatal accident has 
occurred on this railway—truly a splendid record, seeing 
that it has carried upwards of 130 million passengers to 
date. To return to the fittings—we personally tested over 
400 of these, going through train after train at random as 
they arrived in the Clapham terminus. In only two cases 
was there any evidence of leakage whatever ; in one of these, 
the slight tingling was perceptible to only one of us; in the 
other, in the case of a lamp at the beginning of a series of 
five, which, therefore, was at a potential of 400 or 500 volts 
above earth, the leakage was so slight that we were able to 
maintain hand contact with the fitting without the slightest 
discomfort, for any length of time. The fact that the floor 
is of dry wood, no doubt explains the mildness of the 
sensation ; it also renders it impossible for us to believe that 
anyone could be knocked down by a shock received in this 
way. Nor did we see any possibility of a passenger 
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accidentally touching a fitting simultaneously with any 
earthed metal. Jn fact, the whole question appears to be 
based upon a mere canard, and were it not for the risk that 
a mistaken impression might get abroad, we should not 
think it worth while to devote our time and space to ite 
discussion. | | 

We may add that the cars are constantly under inspection, 


and the staff in charge of the train lighting is continually at- 


work cleaning, examining and renewing lamps, and main- 
taining the apparatus in perfect order. Whenever by chance 
a fitting develops a leak—which has been known to occur, 
for example, through a faulty lamp-collar—the defect is at 
once detected. | | 

Our inspection proves that the wiring is not faulty : as 
for the question of the safety of passengers, so much has 
already been written on this subject in the technical Press 
that we need not dwell upon it. Even if the long record of 
the City and Sonth London Railway were not sufficient, to 
prove its safety, ample additional safeguards have been pro- 
vided, and the most timid passenger need have no fear in 
travelling upon it. | 

Our correspondent says he does not want to alarm the 
public, bnt we fear that his letter, unaccompanied by an 
authoritative statement of the facts, would have produced 
precirely that effect, most undesirable in the public interests 
when it is not jastified. 


Last week we published a brief account 
of the report jast drawn up upon 
the trade of South Africa by Mr. Henry Birchenough. 
British South Africa is already one of our chief over- 
sea markets; possibly, not so far hence, it may take 
precedence over India, and become of primary importance 
to British manufacturers. It is not surprising, there- 
fore; that tbis report should have been awaited 
with considerable impatience, and that it should be 
studied with minute attention. Mr. Birchenongh holds 


Our SDuth 
African Market. 


that the prosperity of South Africa is to grow in the future; . 


that the industries there are sound, and not speculative like 
the market in many of ite securities. He says the bulk of 
the trade is in our hands, but that the United States, in 
certain circumscribed directions, and Germany, over a wider 
range of commerce, are formidable competitors, with 
Belgium and Switzerland in the second rank. But, having 
said so much in fairly optimistic vein, Mr. Birchenough 
becomes a trifle pessimistic, and, generalising on somewhat 
well-worn lines, appears to condemn our manufacturers 


en bloc for their faulty methods, whicb, if pursued, шау. 


leave to other nations the bulk and best of the orders soon 
to be given out. In fact, Mr. Birchenough seems, at first 
eight, to have assumed in this matter an unscientific 
attitude improper for a Government official, and more 
characteristic of a reporter belonging to the panic-stricken 
halfpenny press. 

Mr. Birchenough has written as if the shortsightedness, 
carelessness, and occesional stupidity shown by some of our 
manufactaring firms—faults which cannot be denied—were 
common to all; and therefore we have said that he appears 
to have become unscientific, illogical, and conceivably super- 
ficial in his arraignment of British methods. It is necessary 
to remember that, at least in those departments of trade with 
which we are concerned, Mr. Birchenough is not the only 
expert who has made a local study of South African com- 
mercial phenomena. Our contemporaries, the Engineer and 
the /ronmonger, have both sent out specially-trained repre- 
sentatives, and their reports have been published some titne, 


We find in them, in the latter at all events, a measured con- 
demnation of some British methods—the same methods 


which Mr. Birchenough holds up to ridicule—but we do not 


see the wholesale condemnation there which is uttered by the 
Board of Trade Commissioner. 

But is Mr. Birchenough actually so unscientific in the 
line he has tuken when the whole circumstances of the case 
are kept evenly in mind? Is it not possible for him to 
show justification ? Every class of mankind is judged, 
unfairly maybe, but inevitably, bv the action of ita most con- 
spicuous members; and such is human nature that the most. 
conspicuous members of a class are those who are most 
notorious, 1.6, those who draw attention to themselves by 
doing absurd, wrong-headed, or illegal things. Most owners 


. of motor-cars, probably, are law-abiding citizens; bnt we 


can bardly help ignoring them and thinking only of the 
minority who appear in our police court& Similarly, an up- 


country buyer in some distant Colony places an order with 


a certain firm at home, and finds the goods to arrive late, 
broken, not to specification, во packed as not to bring the 
cost of carriage to a minimum, or something else equally 
annoying. He can hardly avoid jumping to the conclusion 
that all other firms in the country will prove as troublesome, 
for he is not likely to be less hasty, bad-tempered, and 
indignant than the rest of us. If,on the other hand, his 
order goes through smoothly and satisfactorily, he receives a 
pleasant impression ; but the point to be remembered is that 
pleasant impressions are evanescent, unpleasant ones per- 
manent. 

We at home whose tempers and pockets have not been 
touched by an episode of this kind, and who, very poesibly 


‚ unlike the Colonial customer, know that the firm in ques- 


tion is not one of our best or even average manufacturing 
concerns; we, and the more enlightened companies of the 
same trade, wax righteously wroth with that colonial cus- 
tomer for generalising on such wickedly insufficient data, 
and we are scarcely less angry with Mr. Birchenough for 
reflecting his views, But if we examine our own hearte, we 
shall find we do the same thing every day of our lives. We 
smile at the emptiness of the schoolgirl’s threat, I'll never 
speak to you again," but very frequently we of the sterner 
вех, men of supposed common-sense and men of affairs, carry 
out that threat in a way the girl would scorn to do. 

The fact of the matter is, that just as 4 creed is judged by 
ite devotees, so a trade is judged by ite exponents; and the 
devotees or exponents who bulk most largely in our minds 
are the bud ones. It is a great pity, it is most unscientific 
and illogical, it is even wrong ; but it is inherent to man- 
kind. If, therefore, Mr. Birchenough stands convicted before 
his fellow British subjects of having represented the worst as 
the average, his is but an intellectual sin; he has drawn a 
picture out of all perspective, but the false laws which distort 
his picture are the same false laws that disfigure the pictures 
on exhibition in so many of our foreign markets. Indeed, it 
may be argaed very forcibly that those laws are true rather 
than false—in a word, that the foreign, if not home, 
reputation of a trade is actually that of its least reputable 
representatives. We do not вау itshould be—we should like 
to say it should not—we вау it is. 

There are, of course, other matters in Mr. Birchenough’s 
report at which no one can cavil, unless he objects that the 
accusations are not brought with sufficient insistence. In 
Great Britain we are constantly grumbling at the heavy 
charges and burdensome regulations imposed on trade by 
our great railways. Now, we are not the chief nation in 
the world from the railway aspect when mileage is con- 
sidered, and therefore it may not be altogether surprising if 
in some respects inland goods carriage is managed better 
elsewhere. But we are, and for centuries have been, the 
chief over-sea carriers and the owners of the largest and most 
experienced mercantile marine ; so that it reads like a grim 
joke to find that British trade with a British colony is 
handicapped by the action of a British shipping trust. 
We own 11,000 out of under 30,000 ships afloat in the 
world, our tonnage is 15 millions out of 32 millions; the 
figures for the United States are roughly 3,000 and 2} millions 
—and it costs twice as much to send a ton of merchandise 
to the Cape from Southampton as it does from New York. 

The subject is an unpleasant one to mention, but it is 
true that the British manufacturer has some excuse for not 
rushing with open arms to meet the oversea buyer. ln this 
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matter we have had perhaps greater, certainly longer, experi- 
ence than the United States and Germany. It has happened 
in the past when goods have been sent abroad, not only to 
ports flying a foreign flag, but to places under the rule of 
the British Crown, that there have been little difficulties in 
the subsequent transactions. Weights at the port of entry 
have been different from those taken at home, and the 
difference has usually been in one direction ; deliveries have 
- been stated or sworn to be different from sample or specifi- 
cation, and to save ruinous lawsuits the goods have been sold 
by auction to a local buyer fully alive to all the circumstances, 
and at a corresponding price. We do not say these things 
have happened, or are likely to happen, in South Africa ; 
but the manufacturer whose education leads him to class all 
places outside the British Isles as “foreign parts,” and who 
has not made a study of politica and ethnological or national 
morality, may be expected to fight shy of expending the time 
. und money in orders for a market over which he has little 
personal supervision. 


SERIOUS electrical accidents to members 
of the public in their own bomes are 
almost unknown. We cannot recall a 
single case in this country. Following close on a fatal acci- 
dent of this kind which occurred recently in Germany, an 
account came to hand by last mail of the death of a young 
man at East London (Cape Colony) owing to a leak from a 
trolley wire. The deceased was in a bath, and the elec- 
trical conditions of low resistance which contributed to the 
fatal accident at Fulham must be held accountable for the 
result in this case. The report of Mr. J. Denham, the 
Government electrician, which is very detailed and of great 
interest, gives nine conditions which he says must have been 
present simultaneously, and the lock of any опе of them 
would have rendered the original breakdown practically 
innocuous. The trolley wire appears to have been provided 
with single instead of doublé insulation, the span wires were 
probably not provided with ball insulators, and on the failure 
of the trolley wire insulator, the poles became alive. The 
poles nearest the house in which the fatality occurred carried 
an arc lighting circuit, and a 110-volt alternating current 
lighting circuit, as well as the span wires, but these lighting 
circuits were in good order. To discover the cause of the 
accident required a good deal of investigation, and thie, 
fortunately, was ably conducted by Mr. Denham. His testa, 
which are in themselves of considerable interest, proved that 
the current was led into the house and up to the bath by the 
iron pipe in which the service wires of the electric supply 
were brought in. This happened to touch the bath waste 
pipe, and the water supply pipe made the earth connection. 
The chance of such a condition occurring is, as Mr. Denham 
says, remote, and the remedy which is threatened, namely, the 
bonding of each tramway pole to the rails, is a heavy price 
to pay as a preventative. The bonding of the poles together 
by an overhead wire, like a guard wire, and the bonding of 
1 pole in 10 to the rails, would serve to open the circuit 
breaker, and that is all that is required. 

The chief feature of Mr. Denham’s report is his account 
of the tests of fall of potential in the soil Leaks from 
underground cables in this country have occasionally given 
rise to shocks to pedestrians, and in more than one case a 
horse has been killed. The reason why the effects have not 
been more serious is, that (although the electrical pressure 
has in some cases been high) the victims have not straddled 
over enough ground to bridge a large enough fall of poten- 
tial. The conductivity of the soil, of which very little is 
known, plays an important part in this question ; it must 
have been very small in this case, or, in other words, its 
resistance must have been so high that the iron service pipe 
was practically insulated. With a moist soil, the potential 
gradient would have been less, and with it, the chance of 
shock from the earth. | f кл | 


Fatal Accident 
at East London 
(Cape Colony). 


GAS-PIPE v. COPPER A DEFENCE. 
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To have drawn a reply to the article Gas-Pipe v. Copper 
from so prominent a writer as Mr. E. Kilburn Scott, is at 
least satisfactory. Unfortunately Mr. Scott is convinced iat 
the outset that power transmission by gas need not be 
seriously considered as a rival to electric power transmission 
—even assuming that overhead wires are impracticable and 
coal is cheap. In his reply he considers that all his elec- 
trical friends think with him, and tbat there remains, there- 
fore, little to do but to amuse himself and his readers by a 
spicy and good-humoured dismissal of his opponents. His 
reply is a delightful piece of light reading which must have 
cheered, and even scandalised, the subscribers to so staid a 
journal as the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, in their weekly search 
for knowledge and enlightenment. 

It was hoped that the suggestions advanced would bring 
forth effective criticism, and be the means of obtaining more 
reliable data to work upon. It has at present failed to do 
this. It has only succeeded in drawing from its scabbard 
the rather blunt sword of a controversalist, who at one 
moment holds his weapon in a threatening attitude, and 
when the crushing blow is expected, reasuress us with his 
comic remarks, as though he would fain have us believe 
that his bright sword is only of wood, with a coating to make 
it look like steel. It reminds one of the old-time king's 
jester who says: “ І have here a wocden sword; I have-at 
home a steel weapon which I will use on occasion." And it 
is somewhat вай to recognise a warrior so renowned in the 
cause of electrical progress using the wooden sword. It is 
only because I believe that Mr. Scott could throw some useful 
light upon the subject, if he cared to do so, that I venture 
to write this defence. If it will provoke him to handle the 
question in a manner worthy of his reputation, if it will 
draw from him convincing figures and actual proofs that the 
thing is impossible, it may yet save some thousands of 
pounds which have been invested in, not one, but several, 
schemes of gas transmission. If he can add one iota of 
evidence which would show that the cheapest method of pro- 
ducing electricity is settled for ever, he will help forward the 
industry which he, in common with everyone concerned in 
it, believes to be the most progressive. 

The most amazing sentence in the reply is the proud boast 
that all electrical measurements are absolute and right 
down on the'nail'"—amazing, not because anyone would 
doubt the veracity of the statement, but because it should be 
used in an article in which ло! one single absolute measure- 
ment is quoled, not опе fraction of numerical evidence 
advanced, to support a cleverly concocted series of empty 
phrases; nor is one single new figure bearing upon the 
subject mentioned. From anyone less respected than Mr. 
Scott it would almost amount to impudence ; in his case it 
must be attributed to his hurry-skurry " methods and his 
desire to pose as a humorist. 

In order to treat the points raised by this amusing critic 
in order, let me first assure him that the object of the 
article was not to retard electrical progress, but an honest 
attempt to help it forward. Substituting gas pipes for 
copper does not mean that such an excellent lighting and 
power agent as electricity would be retarded ; on the con- 
trary, if it can be shown that by the substitution electricity 
can be generated more cheaply, it will aid the progress of 
that eplendid agent. Next, let me remind him that the 
subject of compressed air, interesting as it is, should not be 
confused with the transmission of producer gas. It is like 
saying that, because liquid hydrogen would never be com- 
mercially useful, therefore liquid air schemes are doomed to 
financial failure. Mr. Scott would seem to imply that I 
mentioned Paris to prove the commercial success of an 
analogous scheme, but I did not ғау so. I mentioned Paris 
in connection with an entirely different scheme from that 
which I compared commercially with electrical transmission, 
my object being to illustrate that it would be possible in 
practice to transmit gas to be delivered at pressures greater 
than that of the atmosphere. The practical results at Paris 
(he refuses to accept commercial figures from the “ volatile ” 
French city, but һе dare not contradict engineering figures 
obtained by an English expert) prove that there is but little 
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leakage from the mains. In Birmingham the pipes were 


well enough jointed to withstand a pressure of over 60 Ibs. | 


per square inch, and the leakage proved to be insignificant. 
Compressed air was mentioned in my article to prove that it 
would be possible, from a technical (not commercial) stand- 
point, to transmit producer gas at 14 atmospheres pressure. 
The commercial figures were fully dealt with later. 
Incidentally, the author takes this opportunity of stating 
that the compressed air schemes—whether financial failures 
or successes—prove the contention that it is possible to 
transmit gas at higher pressures than 14 atmospheres, 
without any fear of leakage sufficient to cause injury through 
carbon mon-oxide poisoning. Would the Mond Gas Co. 
have obtained Parliamentary powers were it otherwise ? 


Let Mr. Scott attack the commercial figures by producing . 


others which prove them to be wrong, and if he is so con- 
vinced of this leakage danger, let him support it with 
* measurements absolute and right down on the nail.” To 
talk of leakage danger reminds one of the old arguments 
against steam railways raised by a generation wlo would 
also attempt to retard progress. I confess that the failure 
at Brussels was quite unknown to me, and again I would 
earnestly appeal for figures to form some tangible basis 
for explanation. Final success is often built upon early 
failures, of which truism the gas engine is a striking 
example. | 

Now let us extract from the extraordinary mixture of 
serio-comic phrases and Oorellian slang the only plausible 
contention to be discussed. Mr. Scott apparently believes 
that 23. 9d. per cb. yd. complete for laying the main is too 
small a figure. If he will give a reliable figure for this 
portion of the estimate, I will willingly accept it, and show 
that the “ line costa’? on the gas scheme are well within 
Id. per unit generated, at the low-teneion switchboard, while 
the electrical “line costs remain—if he cannot give 
figu'es to show it otherwise—at 126d. per unit. The 23. 9d. 
which I gave was a figure obtained from actual practice. 
No doubt it is a vulnerable point, but it was extraordinarily 
difficult to obtain any guiding figure for this work. As for 
the remarks quoted from Mr. Earle's paper, which was read 
at Manchester in 1902, if he refers to it he will find that the 
Yorkshire Power Oo. has four power stations scheduled, 
and the inference is that, if one station were considered 
to be best for the system, one station would have been 
scheduled. | 

The customers who would, under ordinary circumstances, 
take three-phase current from the transmission mains would, 
with a gas transmission line, use power gas to drive direct- 
current generators; not as Mr. Scott would have it, for 
driving “ line shafting in the bad old way.” Is he not here 
confusing the distribution of power with its transmission ? 
And did not the article which he attacks state explicitly 
that “electricity is essential for distributing purposes? 
Moreover, the customers would not lose by the alteration— 
always supposing that Mr. Scott cannot disprove the “ line 
costs" estimate, which it is hoped that he will criticise fairly 
and not superficially. He would have us believe that elec- 
trical engineers as а body will quarrel with the author of the 
article for advancing a scheme for reducing the cost of the 
B. of T. unit, which will increase the demand for electrical 

wer. 

Finally, but still unsupported by figures, he falls back to 
the old story of overhead wires, and adds some interesting 
information concerning the officials of the Board of Trade. 
Let Mr. Scott go to the Board of Trade and ask “Ше 
opinion of the officials’ concerning the carrying of overhead 
wires through a large city such as Glasgow or Manchester, 
where high tension underground cables are uaed, and if he 
can obtain their permission for this purpose, he will have 
achieved something which he himself would hardly dare to 
expect. 

‘Having finished his inquiries at the Board of Trade let him 
turn his attention to a subject which causes him great mis- 
givings, the crownings in,“ which he would have us believe 
would inevitably take place. Let him inquire of the 
gas authorities at Manchester, Birmingham or Glasgow, 
and obtain definite and reliable data concerning this 
thing of which he is afraid. Assuming that the danger 
is real—will an electric cable escape such a catastrophe 
undamaged ? | 

If additional evidence were required that Mr, Scott has 


only superficially glanced through the article, it is to be 
found in the opening and concluding paragraphs of his diatribe 
without data. The extract from the last paragraph is dis- 
posed of most easily—let us consider it first. It reade,“ Why, 
indeed, should we carry a material substance through pipes 
when we can do all that is necessary by simply vibrating the 
ether.” Has the humorist suddenly wrapped around him 
the mantle of the prophet? Does he speak of the wireless 
transmission of electricity in bulk? This were, indeed, 
„rank heresy,” and fit only for a solemn and sorrowful 
penalty, with bell, book, and candle complete. Turning 
back again to the first paragraph, we read that 
* Mr. Smith might remain unconvinced out of sheer 
cussedness, like our friends the gae-lighting people.” 
Mr. Scott is, no doubt, very experienced in estimating 
coste, but the author would certainly hesitate to lay down 
the law upon technical matters, and call it “rank һегеву” 
to suggest something which might possibly cause an increased 
demand for electrical energy ; nor does he pursue imaginary 
“ niggers with the charitable object of **scotching" them, 
because their skin chances to be not of the same colour as 
his own. 

It was hoped that the subject bad been dealt with in an 
unbiassed manner, for the author's training and work has 
always been with steam engines, central atations and elec- 
trical machinery. None of our theories are perfect, it is at 
times difficult with the aid of the theodolite or the milli- 
voltmeter to be absolutely exact. If it is to be war—let it 
be one of figures, not words. Let the critic and missionary 
produce trustworthy data, not facetiousness resting on 
nothing more firm than astigmatic views and dark hints of 
excommunication. 

It would be ungenerous to treat Mr. Scott’s vague state- 
ments in too serious a manner when the whole thing is 
obviously so hurriedly put together. Let him remember 
that destructive criticism is easy and its result always retro- 
grade, Let him at least be charitable and not rashly 
stigmatise as perversity an earnest endeavour to promote a 
discussion upon a subject of great interest to those engaged 
upon the cheap production of power. Is it even now too 
much to hope that some more usefal contribution to this 
important subject may yet be forthcoming ? 


ELECTRIC PROMOTIONS.—SESSION 190 


NUMEBICALLY, the applications for Provisional Orders and Acts in 
connection with the electric supply business are lees than in former 
Sessions, but they possess features of special interest and 
significance. 

The change in the system of supply due to the adoption of dis- 
tribution of electric energy over large areas naturally leads to the 
demand for powers to extend existing areas as well as to provide 
for further districts not yet covered by the companies who have 
obtained Acts. 

One effect is seen in the action of local authorities as several of 
them appear to recognise the new order of things by seeking for 
wider powers in order to carry their supply into districts beyond 
the limited areas of their own towns. 

When the first power companies applied for their Acts they had 
to accept conditions giving them comparatively limited powers. 
Supply in bulk to authorised undertakers was thé principal con- 
cession obtained, with right of carrying their mains through large 
areas, but often with the restriction that no supply should be given 
in some districts without consent of the local authorities, so that, 
although mains could be laid through contiguous districts, the right 
of supply, even in bulk to authorised undertakers, was made subject 
to the will of the corporations, urban or rural district councils 
governing them. 

Gradually these restrictions are being modified, and in the appli- 
cations to be dealt witb in next session full powers are being 
for, obviously in the general interest of the public, who will obtain 
what they want on better terms when the local monopolies give 
place to comprehensive systems of supply, both wholesale and 
retail. 

The Bills now being promoted by power companies comprise exten- 
sions of existing schemes, as well as Bills providing for new areae. 
Of the former the Lancashire Electric Power Co. ask for the right 
to acquire provisional orders which would empower them to com- 
plete their system hy distributing current for supply in detail to all 
consumers, 

The Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Co. also ask 
for the right of acquiring eleotrio undertakings by agreement, which 
would facilitate the transfer to them of mapy of the provisional 
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orders held by local authorities and others in their district, which 
have not yet been worked. 

The Lincolnshire and Yorkshire Electric Power Co. seek to 
generate, transmit, transform and distribute electric energy within 
the County of Lincoln, the East Riding, and part of the North and 
West Ridings of the County of York. 

Powers are aleo sought for the transfer to the company by any 
local authority, company or person, of their authorised undertakings, 
whether within or beyond the limits of supply. 

The North Wales Power and Traction Co., Ltd., or a company to 
be incorporated, are applying for au Act to produce, generate, trans- 
form, convey, store, use and distribute within the Counties of Car- 
narvon, Denbigh (exclusive of Wrexham, and tbe Rural District of 
Wrextam) Merioneth and Anglesea, and the Urban Districts of 
Prestatyn and Rhyl aud the Rural Districts of Overton and St. Asaph, 
in the County of Flint. Power is asked for the transfer to the 
company of authorised electric supply undertakiogs, so that the 
entire scheme of generation, transmission and distribution may be 
carried out over the large area defined. : 

Another promotion of a similar kind is that of the Cheshire 
Electricity and Power Gas Co., which is intended to supply the 
whole County of Chester. The Bill would authorise the company 
to acquire provisional orders for electric lighting, and give the 
right of transfer. 

In addition to these Bills dealing with extensive areas, many of 
the local authorities working provisional orders for electric lighting 
are applying in next session for powers to supply outside their 
present limits, the whole tendency being to increase the size of the 
districts served. 

Tbus the Rotberham Corporation is promoting a Bill for tram- 
ways, in which it includes powers to supply electricity in bulk to 
neighbouring authorities. 

Tbe Shipley Urban District Council wishes to extend ite electric 


lighting area to the Urban District of Baildop, besides purchasing 


the gas undertaking. 
The Wolverhampton Corporation, in a tramway Bill, includes 
powers to supply electrical energy to local authorities, companies 
and others in bulk, and to accept a tranefer of an electric lighting 
undertaking ia an adjoining district, and to supply thereia. 
The Watford Urban District Council desires to extend its area 


of supply to the whole of the urban and rural districts, excluding 


Northwood and Rinslip, where provisional orders exist. 

The Chesterfield Corporation in a Tramways and Improvement 
Bill, asks for an extension of its electric lighting area. 

The Wallasey Urban District Council in a Tramways and 
Improvement Bill, seeks powers to supply railways and tramways 
outside its district. 

The Huddersfield Corporation promotes a provisional order for 
extension of its electric lighting area to the Urban District of 
G lear. 

The Acton Urran District Council, in an Improvement Bill, wants 
to supply electricity outside its area, although it bas done 
nothing yet with its old provisional order, so far as practical 
work is concerned. 

The Birkenhead Corporation seeks powers to extend its area to 
Prenton and Upton. 

The Isle of Thanet Tramways Co. ask for power to supply 
Ramsgate from generating stations at Broadstairs and St. Peter's, 
and for revocation of the Corporation Electric Lighting Order of 
1900. 

The Maidenhead Corporation seeks for an extension of the area 
under its order of 1898, so as to supply Taplow, Hitcham, 
Burnbam, Cookham and Bray. 

The Bridlington Council has added to the area of ite district, 
and not only requires an extension of its electric lighting order 
to cover the new boundary, but wants to supply local authorities 
and others beyond the borough. 

The Leyton Urban District Council, in a tramway and general 
Bill, inclndes powers for the supply of electricity for all purposes 
within the Urban District of Wanstead, the supply of neighbouring 
districts, and a modest demand to "amend, vary, alter or repeal 
the provisions of the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882-1888.” 

The Lichfield Corporation, in its application for a provisional 
order, wants an extension of area to neighbouring townships. 

In several cases the applications, both by local authorities, 
companies and рогов, involve the question of transfer of powers, 
which the of Trade have not allowed since 1899. 

The action of the department, dict ted, no doubt, by a deter- 
mination to put a stop to trafficking in provisional orders, hss 
rendered negotiations for dealing with the powers difficult in the 
numerous cases of local authorities who took the powers without 
intending to wcrk them, but with the view of securing what they 
believed to be valuable assets of a marketable character. 

The only means of meeting the difficulty was by making contracts 
under the 11th Section of the Act of 1882, with the objectionable 
provision that the responsibility of the undertakers could not be 


got rid of. 
Attempts are to be made in next session to restore the transfer 


clause. Among the applications asking for this to be done, is one. 


from Clitheroe, the Corporation asking for ' power to enter into con- 
iracts for the execution and maintenance of works and the supply 
of electricity, and to relieve the Corporation from the consequenoes 
of any acta or defaults of any such contractors, and power to 
transfer." 

This raises the question of avoiding the operation of the follow- 
ing words in Clause 11 of the Electric Lighting Act of 1888 :— 

'" But no local authority, company or person shall by any contract 
or assignment transfer to any other company or person, or divest 
thomtelves of any legal powers given to them, or any legal 
liabilities imposed on them by this Aot, ot by any license, order, or 
épecia] Aot, without the consent of the Board of Trade," | 


A provisional order for Walton-le-Dale is asked for with a tranafer 


clause. 


Applications for Newquay, Saffron Walden, Mansfield Wood- 
house, Thornbury, Maldens and Coombe, Keynsham, Ely, Stratford- 
on-Avon, Whickham, Yardley, Andover, and Kingswood, all ask for 
the right to transfer or to modify the effect of the 11th Section of 


the 1882 Act. 


Among other notices of interest are those from gas companies 
seeking powers for supply of electricity. The companies in 
question are the Aylesbury Gas Co., Barnard Castle Gas Light Co., 
Ltd., the Chippenham Gas Oo., and the Wellington (Somerset) Gas 


Co.; while the Crystal Palace 


District Gas Co, in a Bill for 


changing their name and dealing with various matters connected 
with the supply of gas, wish to impose upon the Urban District 
Council of Beckenham what is known as the Bermondsey clause— 
viz, that their charge for electric energy sball b» so fixed that 
the revenue derived by them shall not be less than the expendi- 


ture. 


Of course in this matter, the ostensible object is to save them- 
selves as ratepayers from the result of tne local authority's muni- 
cipal trading, although in this case the speculation has been under- 
taken by a private compavy working under the 11th Section of the 


Act of 1888. 


The Basingstoke Corporation in a Water Bill imports a clause for 
supply of electric fittings, and the Plymouth Corporation is bring. 
ing in a Bill for an extension of borrowing powers, better provision 
for audit of the accounts, to extend the periods for repayments of 
loans and to exclude from calculations of the amount of borrowing 
powers under the Public Health Act, 1876, all sums borrowed for 


electric lighting purposes. 
The falling o 


-districta which are being applied for is probably due to a 


in the number of provisional orders for new 


use in 


the municipal trading craz3 and the position of financial affairs, 
which does not tend to facilitate fresh loans, and checks private 


enterprise also. 


Electric Lighting Applications. 


Abercarn U.D.C. 

Acton (Empire E.L. & P. Co.). 

Acton (Metropolitan E.8. Co.). 

Acton U.D.C. (Further powers). 

Andover (Southern District Electricity 
Corporation). 

Ashford (Ashford & District E.8. Co.). 

Aylesbury Gas Co., Ltd. 

Barnard Castle Gas Light Co. 

Bath R.D.C. 

Beddington, Coulsdon & Sanderatead 
(Croydon R.D.C.). 

Bexhill Corporation (Extension of 


powers). | 

Birkenhead Corporation (Extension of 
area). 

Brentford (Empire E.L. & P. Co.). 

Brentwood U.D.C. 

Bridlington Corporation (Extension of 
area). 

Bristol Corporation (Transfer of Barton 
Regis 1902 E 1, Order). 

Brynmawr U.D.C. 

Caerphilly U.D.C. 

Cannock & District (Whittaker Bros.). 

Chippenham Corporation. 


Clevedon, Portishead & Long Ashton 


(Western Electric Distributing Cor- 
poration, Ltd.). 
Crediton (Christy Bros. & Middleton). 
Devizes U.D.C. 
Doncaster Corporation (Extension of 


area). 

Eastleigh & Bishopt gate U. D.C. 

Ely (Southern Distriot Electricity Cor- 
poration). ; : 

Epsom (Cheam, Cuddington & Ewell) 
(County of Surrey E.P.D. Co.). 

Gainsborough U.D.C. 

Hampton-in-Arden Gas (new Co.). 

Hampton Wick & District (Twicken- 
ham & Teddington E.S. Co.). 

Heysham U.D.C. 

Horley (M. Н. Bennett & R. C. Quin). 

Houghton-le-Spring & District (Н. J. 
Almond). 

Huddersfield Corporation (extension 
of area). 

Kettering U.D.C. (supply of fittings, 
exemption from liability to supply in 
certain cases, &o.). 

Keynsham (Somerset). 
E.L. & P. Co., Ltd. 

Kingswood (Kingswood E.8. Co.). 


Keynsham 


Kirkby-in-Ashfield U.D.C. 

Lichfield Corporation (extension of 
time and area). | 

Maidenhead Corporation (extensions). 

Maldens, Coombe & West Ham ( [wick 

: enham & Teddington E.8. Co.). 

Maldens & Coombe U.D.C. 

Manchester Corporation (Underground 
sub-station). 

Mansfield Woodhouse U.D.C. 

Melksham U.D.C. 

Milford-on-8ea Е.В. Co., Ltd. 

Newquay (Southern District Elec- 
tricity Corporation). 

Newton Abbott (Urban E.S, Co ). 

North Wales Electric Power (N. W 
Power & Traction Co., Ltd.). 

Penzance (P. & D. E. S. Co.). 

Ramsgate (R. & D. E. S. Co.). ! 

Ramsgate (Isle of Thanet E. Tram- 
ways and Lighting Co.). 

Saffron Walden Corporation. 

Bt. Marylebone Council (borrowing 
powers for 8 of M. E. S. Co.). 

Shipley U. D.C. (extension of area). 

Shropsbire & Worcestershire Electric 
Power Co. (certain Mid -Shropshire 
districts). { 

Shropshire & Worcestershire Electric 
Power Co. (various North Worcester- 
shire districts). 

Skipton U.D.C. (supply of и ех- 
emption of electric supply liability in 
certain cases). 

Southgate U.D.C. 

Stratford-upon-Avon Corporation. 

Bunderland Districts (County of Dur- 
ham E.P.D. Co.). 

Button-in-Ashfleld U.D.C. 

Swindon IURE and tramways). 

Tamworth Corporation. 

Tavistock (T. & District E.8. Co.). 

Thornbury R.D.C. 


Trowbridge and  Bradford-on-Avon 
(Western Electrio Distributing Cor- 
poration). 

Watford U.D.C. 


Walton-upon-Thames Urban E.8. Co.). 

Widnes Corporation (alteration of 1001 
order). 

Withnell Gas Co. 

Whickham U.D.C. (transfer of powers). 

Yardley R.D.C. 


Electric Tramways and Light Railways. 


Altrincham U. D.C. 

Barros - in- Furness (tramways and 
supply of electricity for traction). 

Bishop Auckland, Shildon and Spenny- 
moor (United Kingdom Tramway, 
Light Railway and Elecl. Synd.). 

Bournemouth Corporation (extension 
of time and new lines) 

Brighton Corporation (new lines). 

Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co. 
(extensions). 

Calverley U.D.C. 

Chesterfield Corporation (new lines 
and extension of lighting area). 

Coulsdon R.D.C. 

Devonport & Plymouth Light Rail. 
w&ys (D. & Dist. Trsmways Co.). 

Dewsbury Corporation. 

Dewsbury & Ossett Light Railways 
(Yorkshire Elec. Tramways Con- 
struction Synd.). 

East Cheshire Light Railway, 

East Ham U.D,C. | 

Folkestone Corporation. 

Great Yarmouth Corporation, 

Guildford Light Railway (West Surrey 
Light Railway Co., Ltd.). 

Harrow Road and Paddington Tram- 
ways Co, (powers and transfer to 
Metropolitan Elec, Tramwaye, Pta.) 


Mid-Cheshire (Co.). 

Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees and 
Thornaby (Imperial Tramways Co., 
new lines). 

Morley and District Light Railways 
(Yorkshire (Woollen District) Elec- 
tric Tramways, Ltd.). 

Newocastle-upon-Tyne Corporation. 

Ossett Corporation. 

Penarth, Cardiff and Dinas Powis 
(New Co.). 

Plymouth Corporation. 

Preston and Blackburn (New Co.). 

Preston, Chorley & Horwich Tram- 
ways Co. 

Preston & Lytham Tramways and 
Tramroad (New Co.). 

Radcliffe U. D.C. 
lighting). 

Rochdale Corporation. 

Komford & District (Empire E. L. & P. 
Co.). 

Rotherham Corporation 

and lighting. various). 

Saddleworth & Springhead (B. & 8. 
Tramways Co., abandonment). 

Bt. Albans Corporation (transfer to 
Rt, Albans and D. E. S. Oo.) 

Bnowdon and Bettws-y-Coed Lt, Rly, 
(N, Walos Power aad Traction Со, 


(tramways and 


(tramways 
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Electric Tramways and Light Ratlways (continued). 


Hopa: & . Light Railway (new 


ford W.! B. С. (tramways and lighting) 
Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways and 
Lighting Co. (street widenings in 


Leeds (lighting and 


tramways). 
Leyton (U.D.C.) tramways and lighting 
(various). 
Liverpool Corporation (extensions). 
Llanelly U.D.C. (transfer of lighting 
wers of U. D. C., & of L. & District 
L. & T. Co., and tramweys of the 
Llanelly Tramways, Ltd., to B.I. and 
Helsby Cables, Ltd ). 
L.C.C. (various lines). 
London, Camberwell & Dulwich Tram- 
ways Co., Ltd. (electrical and other 


wers). 
; ways Co. (new lines in 
D iadi ucks & Surrey). 
Manchester Corporation (many new 
lines, also supply of energy to out- 
side authorities, &c.). 


sgate, £0.) 
Corporation 


Soothill Nether U.D.C. (tramways, 
generating. station rer use destruotor). 

Southport & гараш Tramroad Со. 
n x e). 

Stretford D.C. 
Lighting Ns 

Sunderland Corporation (New lines). 

Sunderland Corporation (New lines). 

танау (Dolter Eleotrio Traction 


Tyneside Tramways & Tramroads Co. 
(Various running powers as to New- 
castle, &o.). 

Wallasey U.D.C. (tramway & Шш). 

Wardle U.D.C. (reconstruction 
SER eta of lines 
quired) 

Watford and District Tramways Co. 
(extension of time) 

West Riding (New Com 

Woking & Bagshot ene Railway 
(West Burrey Light Rly. Co., Ltd. 

Wolverhampton Corporation’ (Tram- 
ways and lighting). 


(Tramways & 


when pos 


Electric Power, Railway and Miscellaneous. 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
Co. (Further powers), 

Barnet District Gas & Water Co. (pro- 
tection against electrolytic action). 
Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead 

Railway Co. (Further powers). 
Cheshire Electricity & Power Gas Co. 
Crystal Palace District Gas Co. (Pro- 

tection of mains, &o., from electro- 
lytio action ; also regulating price to 

be charged by Beckenham U.D.C. 

for eleotrio current). 
Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire Elec- 
tric Power Co. (Various powers). 
East London & Lower Thames Electric 

Power Co. 

Gloucestershire Electric Power Co. 

(Stroud, Nailsworth & Dureley). 
Great Nortbern & City Railway (Ex- 


Metro 


uer iE with the Victoria Uni- 


Lincolnshire & Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co. 

L.U.T. (1901), Ltd., Eleotric Railways 
to connect with. the M. D. R. Co.'s 
Hammersmith Station. 

litan District Railway Co. (Ex- 
tension of time, subway to Albert 
Hall, &o.). 

Metropolitan Railway Co. (Financial 
powers, sale of superseded rolling 


stock). 
nore & South Woolwich Electric Rail-' 


wey (New Co.). 

Nort ено те Railway Co. (Elec- 
tric railway and canal traction). 

Post Office Sites. f 

Yorkshire 


College, Leeds ng 
tension of time). into the Victoria University P ork- 
Incorporation of the Owens College. shire). - 
Those of our readers who wish to consult the complete notices of 
any oF all of these applications, will find them in the last three or 
four issues of the London Gazette. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received after first post on Wednesday morning cannot appear 
until the following week. 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plant. 


I am sorry to note in Messrs, Belliss & Morcom’s last 
letter a series of assertions relating to the use of superheat 
in turbines without any attempt at subetantiation or the pro- 
duction of a solitary example to support their cage, but I am 
quite content to leave Mr. Wilkinson to defend the state- 
ments he has made relative to the use of superheat in tur- 
bines and reciprocating engines. 

If, however, Mr. Morcom will give figures and specific 
instances of “the continual increase of clearance due lo wear 
and distortion," Y shall be very pleased to follow the matter 
further. | 

Turning to the Cambridge trials, I am here able to deal 
with figures and facte. I thank Mr. Morcom for accepting 
my correction for vacuum, but as yet he does not say how 
much he is prepared to allow for the absence of a separator 
near an engine situated (I speak from memory) 75 to 80 ft. 
away from the boilers. This is surely worth from 14 to 2 
per cent. Prof. Ewing certainly thought so. 

Now as to the value of vacuum per inch. Mr. Morcom 
says I am wrong ; he further states I have omitted to notice 
* the fact" that the benefit or loss per inch increases as 
the vacuum is reduced.” Whilst I must decline to accept 
the former statement, I willingly plead guilty to the latter. 
Regarding the table published, I have seen it in full. My 
first letter to you was based on actual cases which came 
within my own observation, and to justify my figures I send 
you a set of curves as follows :— 

A, Rankine cycle, showing the theoretical quantity of 
steam required per KW. at 150 lbs. pressure with varying 
vacua. 

B and C, Consumptions of two turbines under the same 
conditions of steam pressure and vacuum. 

D, Curve of figures from published table. 

It will be noticed that my cages follow closely the curva- 
ture of the theoretical line. As to D, not only is the curve 
concave, but if produced to the level of actual atmospheric 
consumption, 34 lbs. per Kw. (as shown by curve C), it 
shows that there is no difference between atmospheric exhaust 
and 19 in. of vacuum. I must here leave your readers to 
judge if I am ** wrong." 

Mr. Minshall’s paper gives some interesting results of 


high speed reciprocating plant. The tests Mr. Morcom 
refera to are, I take it, on pages 208-9, Vol. cli., Min. Pros. 
Inst. C.E. 1 sincerely congratulate the builders on such 
excellent resulte, For the past year I have been engaged on 
the design and manufacture of somewhat, similar engines, as 
well as turbines, and can, therefore, fully appreciate the 
value of the figures. I would, however, remark on these 
trials that they were both presumabl y carried out on the 
same site and under equal conditions as to steam pipes, 
separators, &c., but after the remarks on my difference of 
vacuum, I am ' surprised to find that at full load on the re- 
trial the vacuum was 27:8 against 25:75 originally. Is this 
worth 4 per cent. per inch ? 

The average B. H.. consumption full load is 19:8 Ibe. 
against 19:4 originally, or } per cent. better, whereas the 
I. H. P. consumption was 18:16 against 17:8,an increase of 
4°96 per cent. Most engine builders ask for а margin of 
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5 per cent. on the B.H.P. of new engine trials, presnmably on 
the ground that until the corners are ground off, the machine 
is not complete. "Therefore, should not these first trials be 
reduced by 5 per cent., and so represent the state of the 
engine after, say, one or two months’ running? We should 
then have a 5 per cent. deterioration in the B.H.r. con- 
sumption as well as the IH P. Not soa turbine—the 
I. H. P. to B. H. P. if the former could be measured, is the same 
at the outset of ita life, as at any time thereafter. 


Lbs. of steam per KW. at 150 Ibs. above atmosphere. 


^ 


12 16 
Vacuum in inches. 


Lastly, Mr. Morcom’ 8 comparison of turbine and recipro- 
cating stations ; I have a very high regard for the excellent 
tables published by our technical Press on electricity station 
returns ; the friendly rivalry inepired by them has done more 
to extend Мевага, Belliss & Morcom's and the business of 
the firm I have the honour to represent, than even the 
excellency we both claim for our wares. They must, how- 
ever, be used with judgment and care. 

I am sorry Mr. Morcom does not allow an advocate to 
show that turbines are equal to engines without a charge of 
quibbling (an unkind word). However, I must again appeal 
to your readers to judge my case. Let us first consider what 
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we are trying to arrive at :— Тһе merita of steam turbines 
compared with reciprocating engines for electricity supply 
under similar conditions. 

I resign my case unreservedly for three stations Mr. 
Morcom selects. Steam turbines cannot compete with 
reciprocating engines as regards economy of steam, unless 
they are, first, condensing, and secondly, of units over 
200 H.P. On these grounds I am sure Mr. Morcom will 
allow me to strike out Blackpool and Morecambe from his 
list on the first ground, and Melton Mowbray on the second. 
I have been fortunate in obtaining a copy of the report of 
the meeting of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Co., 
which has the largest installation of turbines in this country, 
and from it I take the cost of coal, works costs and output. 
This brings the turbine stations up to five. The reciprocating 
stations must be reduced accordingly. I delete Halifax 
corresponding to Blackpool, and as Salisbury is partly & 
turbine (water) station, I think I may also omit that. Darwen 
is a continuous current and battery station, and hardly com- 
parable with Scarborough. A watering-place of exactly the 
same output is afforded by Yarmouth. I have added a 
column of figures, of the value of which Mr. Morcom may 
not be aware—namely, load factor, and omitted total costs, as 
management, rent, rates and taxes hardly concern steam 
engines. 

The result of my table is to show that a station which 
was all reciprocating and of a power of 3,000 Kw., in one 
year, by adding 4,000 Kw. of turbo plant, reduced its costs 
for coal from 48d. per unit to 18d., and works costa from 
98d. to *38d., holding the record for all Great Britain. 

Of the remaining four stations, three turbine stations are 
superior in ooal, whilst the load factor of the corresponding 
four reciprccating stations is 70 per cent. better. The cost 
of “oil, waste, water and stores" is hardly comparable, in- 
cluding, as it does, boilers, dynamos and mains. The same 
may also be said of repairs and renewals. 

I trust my quibble may be pardoned, and I think my 
reading of the published results of such turbine stations as 
exist, when compared with the same number of as nearly 
equal conditioned reciprocating stations as I can find—80 
per cent. of which are also selected by Mr. Morcom—goes to 
prove that the distance ahead of the steam engine is un- 
doubtedly uncertain, and is possibly represented by a figure 
with a minus sign in front. 

John Н. Barker, M.Inst.C. 


Loughborough, November 80th, 1908. 


While I am quite able to defend and maintain my position 
on the above matter, provided the controversy is carried out 
on fair and legitimate lines, I beg to protest strongly against 
the tactics resorted to by Messrs. Belliss & Morcom, Ltd 

In the first place, although at the outset of my last reply 
I frankly accepted the correction they made as to the steam 
consumption of their Leeds engine as given to me by the 
city electrical engineer (small though that correction was), 
and also expressly declared that the figures given in my paper 
were, to the best of my knowledge, correct, Messrs. Belliss 
ignore these facts and insert the following inaccurate state- 
ment in their letter :—'* We called the statements extracted 
from his paper misleading because these incorrect statements 
were largely used in his argument. As he does not in his 
reply dispute the inaccuracies, the previous letter stillfapplies 
to the facts.” 

After this apparently уіп] or careless neglect of facts, 
I trust Messra. Belliss will cease to make reference in general 
terms to alleged inaccuracies on my part unless they point 
out exactly where the inaccuracies are. | 

The difficulties which Messrs. Belliss suggest with regard 
to working turbines with steam superheated within practical 
and economical limits are purely imaginary, and appear to 
indicate a very restricted knowledge indeed of the subject 
under discussion ; perhaps it will be useful to state for their 
information that the clearances in the turbine are arranged 
to allow for expansion due to superheat, and if on occasion 
saturated steam is used, the economy is not let down to any 
greater extent than in the case of reciprocating engines 
designed to run with superheated steam, running ›п satu- 
rated steam, and probably not so much. Exe .y what is 
meant by the * maximum possible superheat " | am unable 
to say, but it is an undoubted fact that turbines give no 


trouble when working with superheated steam, whereas the 
troubles with reciprocating plants on high superheats are 
many. | 

It is true that I prefer to compare results “ander actual 
daily working conditions” and to have “the outcome of 
every day practice,” but the table inserted in their letter 
gives neither one nor the other; there are so many addi- 
tional factors controlling the figures given therein as to 
render them valueless and irrelevant to the subject under 
discussion. 

Two points only I will mention in connection with the 
tables given by Messrs. Belliss & Morcom. 

1. The stations named as employing reciprocating engines 
are in every case much larger than the turbine stations with 
which they are compared, and almost without exception have 
a much better load factor. 

2. Every station named as a steam turbine station was at 
the time covered by the figures given, employing obsolete 
tarbine plant, excepting West Bromwich, which at that period 
was quite a new works; Shipley, another modern turbine 
station, is not mentioned at all, and the costs at both these 
works will compare very creditably with the costa given for 
the works employing reciprocating steam engines. 

I will, however, submit a proposal to Mesars. Belliss which 
is quite relevant to the present controversy, viz., that Messrs. 
Belliss select any 300-K W. alternating current plant running 
on superheated steam and driving its own condensing plant, 
and of which they have manufactured the engine. The 
plant selected shall bave been in daily work on a lighting or 
traction load for the past two years without any renewals or 
repairs to the pistons and valves. This plant to be tested on 
full, half and quarter loads by an independent engineer. I 
will arrange to place a steam turbo set of the same output 
and which fulfils the same conditions, at the disposal of the 
same engineer for a like test, and the steam consumption 
per kilowatt output on both tests shall be published in the 
technical press. It shall be a condition of this contest that 
both Messrs. Belliss and myself shall have representatives 
present at the tests. | 

In conclusion, will Messrs. Belliss say what extra clearance 
they give piston valves for 600° F. superheat ? 

Geo. Wilkinson. 

Harrogate, November 30ih, 1908. 


It would be an interesting contribution to the controversy 
at present proceeding in your columnas on the relative merita 
of steim turbines and reciprocating engines if someone would 
explain the reasons which have induced the authorities at 
Blackpool to go iu for reciprocating engines of the “ high 
speed self-lubricating type for their present extensions, 
after using steam turbines exclusively for so many years. 

Truth Seeker. 


Groundless Fears. 


Travelling to-day on the City and South London under- 
ground electric railway, I noticed that the fittings holding 
the incandescent lamps in the interior of the car are alive, 
and I was informed by the attendant that he is in the habit 
of receiving shocks in “almost all the cars" sufficient to 
throw him on the floor. I do not want to alarm the public, 
but think attention should be drawn to this state of things, 
which may be due to bad wiring. If it is, some very serious 
calamity might happen, the nature of which I need not point 
out. The cars, being constructed mostly of wood, fit very 
closely to the shape of the tunnel, and there would be no 

ibility of getting out, should this appear desirable. 
Perhaps this letter may cause the engineers responsible to 
put things right in time to prevent serious accidents. 
6. E. Heyl-Dia, 
Consulting Engineer, 
Stretton, near Warrington, 
November 25th, 1905. 


[Our correspondent appears to have been the victim of a 
hoax on the part of a gossiping conductor. We have 

rsonally investigated the question, and are satisfied that 

is fears are groundless. On account of the importance of 
the matter, we have fully dealt with it in our leading 
columns.—Eps. ELEC. REv.] 
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The Parallel Running of Alternators. 


I should like to make a few observations on Mr. Hopkin- 
son's remarks, on the influence of frequency on the parallel 
running of alternators. 

Mr. Hopkinson commences by quoting me correctly, but, 
as he goes on, he inverts the substance of my remarks, and 
thereby extends their scope further than I intended. I did 
not say that two generating sets, differing only in that one 
has double the number of poles as the other, may be expected 
to perform equally well as regards the effect of uneven 
turning moment, but that, in view of the information at 
present available, there is no reason to think that (as is com- 
monly stated) one of the sets ought obviously to run better 
than the other one. Possibly further research may afford 
such reasons, but, as things stand at present, I think that 
the matter should be regarded as an open question. 

The whole question of the “ practical rule," of courte 
hinges on whether the proviso assumed by Mr. Hopkinson— 
viz that the angular deviation, due to uneven turning 
moment, is the same when coupled to bus- bers as when dis- 
connected—is justified over the wide range of actual prac- 
tice. If this be so, I agreewith Mr. Hopkinson, that the 
low frequency set ought to operate the better. But is there 
yet any reliable evidence that this condition is usually ful- 
filled in the case of actual generating sets of ordinary pro- 
portions? Has the natural pericd of actual large machines 
been determined experimentally, by which I mean deter- 
mining the displacement-torque curve experimentally, as, if 
this is known, the matter resolves iteelf into a simple 
mechanical calculation? To calculate the natural period 
from the constructive data of a machine is a complicated 
process, and, in the absence of comparison with experiment, 
it is difficult to say how far such calculations can be relied 
upon. My own estimates of the natural periods of a number 
of existing large machines, calculated from such data as 
happened to be available, tend to show that the natural 
period is not so different from the period of a component of 
the turning moment curve as to enable one to accept the 
above-mentioned proviso without further inquiry. But I 
Submit that the matter ought not to be regarded as settled 
without experimental data of actual displacement-torque 
curves, as this would eliminate a mass of calculation. 

As bearing on the general question, I may describe an expe- 
riment on the cyclical variation of speed of a 1, O00-H. p. 
slow speed generating set. A sensitive tachograph was 
employed which recorded to a small scale the cyclical varia- 
tion of speed during each revolution of the engine. The set 
was first run by itself on a water resistance and a tachograph 
record taken. Immediately after, the tet was paralleled on 
the station bus-bars with others with which it ran satisfac- 
torily in parallel, and it was then loaded up to the same 
amount as before. The tachograph then showed a very 
much increased cyclical variation. I have not, at the 
moment, got the curves at hand for reference, but, as far as 
I remember, the proportion was about double. That is to 
say, the angular deviation, when coupled to bus-bars, was 
about twice as much as when running disconnected. 

À general conclusion cannot, of course, be drawn from an 
isolated observation of this sort, but this will, at least, serve 
to show that practical cases do arise, in which the conditions 
are very different to those implied when the practical rule 
is made use of, 


H. C. Leake. 
Plymouth, November 29th, 1903. 


Fair Trade? 


I have the honour at present of representing a German 
firm of electrical engineers in England, and a few days ago 
we had the pleasure of quoting a North of England firm for 
a number of three-phase motors. The party in question 
informed me at our first interview, that the only thing they 
were disposed to give to a German would be a kick (the 
word “kick” being preceded by some flowery language not 
usually found in Nuttall’s), and the only thing that would 
induce them to give the order to a foreigner, or in other 
words, the price of their patriotism (?), would be about £100. 
That is to say, our price for the machines would require to 
be somewhere about this amount less than the lowest tender 
submitted by а native. As our firm is not given to 
indulging in what our  Protectionist friends call 


* dumping," we quoted the machines at a fair price. This 
price, however, did not appeal to our clients as being of the 
dumping-down order, so the order for the machines was 
passed on to a very old-established firm of electrical 
engineers whose works are not a hundred miles from St. 
Paul’s, but, unfortunately, the said works are not capable— 
ог is it the designers ?—of turning out three-phase motors. 
Don’t presume, however, that they are incapable of executing 
the order ; on the other hand, they will deliver the machines 
much quicker than if they had commenced making them 
themselves. They at once pass the order on to their dear 
friends (curse them) in the Fatherland, who probably bave 
sufficient standard machines of this type in stock to despatch 
at once to the North of England, 2% London, of course, at 
which place they find a resting place for a day or so to 
receive the British finish in the shape of the name plate of 
our old-established friends. What's in a name ? the 
poet said. Not much, perhaps, but a nameplate is a most 
important item in the manufacture of an electric motor. 

I have heard of a lot of different kinds of trade lately, 
euch as “ Free, Fair and Fairer Trade,” but I should like to 
hear what Mr. Chamberlain’s supporters would call this—I 
was going to say new form, but as the majority of electrical 
engineers know, it is not new, as I could mention more than 
half-a-dozen well-known British firms who are doing the 
same thing, viz., getting the highest price from their cliente, 
who think they are supporting home industries, when they 
are simply putting more profit in the pocket of the British 
employer, and less work in the hands of the British 
employé. I must apologise, dear Mr. Editor, for trespassing 
so far on your very valuable space, and at the same time 
thank you in antivipation for inserting this letter. 


Fiscaliteur. 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


As manufacturers of electrical machinery, we have read 
with interest the letter of Mr. Dykes on the above subject, 
and, as his proposal seems to us unjust to his clients as well 
as to manufacturers, we should like to make a few remarks 
thereon. 

First, we fail to see the reason of the discussion being 
started. We are not aware that this was done by anyone at 
present connected with a manufacturing firm ; and, though 
manufacturers may see the expenses of their estimating 
departments growing as a result of “cross tenders," we 
believe that they have not grumbled, and look upon it as 
one of the necessary expenses entailed in the getting of 
business, 

Secondly, let us ask Mr. Dykes how, if his idea had been a 
fait accompli 10 years ago, he woald have liked it if the firm 
he was then managing had not been among the chosen six for 
certain jobs that they got ? 

Thirdly, suppose users of electrical plant were to turn 
round and form a “ ring,” and say they would only ask for 
advice from one or other of a list of six consulting engineers, 
and Mr. Dykes's firm was not on that list, how would he feel 
then? He would probably have the mortification of seeing 
the names of men on that list who had & much inferior 
training than himself, and had little or no experience ; and 
why ?— because they “advertised” in some of the artful 
ways known to some consultante, “did the heavy," and 
* gassed a lot. 

The position Mr. Dykes might then occupy would be 
analogous to that of manufacturers who might be barred if 
bis own suggestion were carried out. 

The suggested monopoly of six is unfair to the purchaser, 
because it is open to these manufacturers not to quote the 
lower prices they would if they were in open competition. 
It is also liable to increase prices if those six put their heads 
together. 

Further, the consultant tends to stultify his own know- 
ledge, as, were the job open to competition, there might be 
some firm who could show better results on tests, or more 
advanced methods of construction, &c., than any of the 
* віх," 

As “ R. A." says in his reply, the six would probably be 
the biggest firms—in other words, ** Protection " for those 
who are big enough, or sufficiently known to, or able to 
ingratiate themselves with, this or that consultant. 

Duncan Watson is quite refreshing in talking of th 
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" existing evil.” Things must have altered a lot if sending 
& guinea or two, obtaining a specification, and spending 
hours in estimating, &c., in a genuine attempt to get work 
are thus to be described ! 

The instance Mr. Dykes gave of a contractor coming in 
with a price after all tenders were “in” is not a new 
departure, though fortunately rare, and {the engineer, in 
cases that have previously happened, has generally informed 
his client and then returned the previous tenders to each 
firm, with a note giving the reason and asking for fresh 
estimates ; this, to our mind, is the only fair way. 

Summing the matter up, it seems to us that, if the con- 
sultant is to do the best for his client, he certainly ought to 
put specifications out to open tender, thereby getting the 
lowest price and finding out new ideas or methods as pre- 
viously mentioned. The job should be given to'the lowest 
tenderer provided he can demonstrate to the consultant that 
he has carried out, similar work before satisfactorily, or that 
he can show by an inspection of his works, designs and 
methods of manufacture, coupled with any croes-examination 
the consultant may care for, that he is able to carry out the 
work satisfactorily, although he may not have done anything 
quite as large before. | 

Іа conclusion, might we suggest to some consulting engi- 
neers that it is hardly a gentleman's action or courtesy to 
receive tenders for plant, never acknowledge them and never 
let the tenderer know to whom the job has been given. 

_ Again, in the case of the lowest tender not being accepted, 
in common fairness to that tenderer he should be informed 
of the reasons why his tender was not accepted. 

X. 


Pd 


[Messrs, Duncan, Watson & Co. have sent us a copy of 
certain recommendations passed by the Institution of Heat- 
ing id Ventilating Engineers last year, with a view to 
объ wing uniformity of practice in the preparation of plans, 
Specifications and estimates, and checking the evils arising 
from the variable and uncertain methods of obtaining 
tenders for work. The Institution recommended that con- 
tractors should decline to tender unless they were supplied 
with scale drawings free of cost, and that contractors in- 


vited to tender for work done should be paid out-of-pocket - 


expenses for travelling, &c. After the sealed tenders had 
been opened, all at the same time, no other tender should be 
considered ; tenders might be withdrawn in case of error, but 
in no case amended. If guarantees were required, the 
individual who prepared the scheme should alone be held 
responsible, Architecte should see that the terms of agree- 
ment were equitable. Payments should be completed within 
aix months of the completion of the work. 

These recommendations are obviously perfectly equitable 
and just, and, we understand, have had most beneficial 
results. It is not long since the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers devoted much time to the compilation of a some- 
what similar code of model general conditions ; whether 
these have been availed of to any great extent we cannot 
say, but there can be no doubt that the question needs 
farther attention.— Eps, ELEC. Rrv.] | 


Variable Speed Continuous-Current Motors, 


Referring to my old friend, Mr. Ralph's, letter re the 
above, I do not think there can be any difference of opinion 
between us as to the value of speed control. 

For the work he describes, which I taketo be in conncction 
with special machine tools, speed control over a wide range 
is the first consideration. In most machine-tool shops speed 
control is of more importance than economy of power. "The 
cost of power in such cases bears so smalla proportion to the 
total costs of the product that even a saving of the whole 
cost of fuel might not be so great an advantage as an increase 
of 25 per cent. in output, and this can be obtained by 
careful design of the speed regulating arrangements. 

The point I wished to emphasise was, however, that 
there is a tendency to put wide speed control in the fore- 
front on every possible occasion, and push special and com- 
plicated systems, when the desired results can be obtained 
with standard apparatus. 

I am still of opinion that for the usual run of either 
machine tools or printing machines a speed range of 2 to 1 


those conditions for the first time. 


in the motor meets most cases. In many cases this permita 
of a range of 4 to 1, as a printing machine can be *' double- 
rolled," and a machine tool back-geared. 

If in a special case the motor has a double-wound armature, 
arange of 8 to 1 is then possible, and with a three-wire 
system 16 to 1, and all this without recourse to anything in 
the way of needless complication. 

In penning the short article to which Mr. Ralph refers, I 
had in mind cases in which costly and unsatisfactory speed 
controlling arrangements have been fitted where no variation 
of speed is required, although the works owners had been 
persuaded by the electrical engineers that it was necessary. 

This is in a printing works. The manager, a man of 
some 30 years’ practical experience, tells me that he can 
do almost everything on one speed, and when he has special 
work on, requiring a slow speed, be can “double roll" his 
machines, and work at half speed for that particular job. 

Before he adopted electrical driving, he had already thrown 
out his speed cones and substituted plain pulleys, and in his 
opinion most other printing works could do with one speed 
by proper management. After a few years’ experience of 
electrical driving, he is so absolutely convinced that variable 
speed control is a costly fad and a delusion, that he is going 
to throw the whole system out, and revert to the one-speed 
arrangement. | 

And this is in а office turning out all kinds of work, from 
the finest three-colour work to plain bill heade. 

Now, whilst I recognise to the utmost the enormous 
advantages offered by variable speed motors, it is useless to 
attempt to push speed control down the throat of a man who 
will prove to you, out of the mouth of every machine-minder 
in the place, that with the option of a dozen speeds about 
90 jobs in every hundred are run on one speed, and the odd 
10 per cent. can be got by double rolling the machines. 


Frank Broadbent. 
4, Queen Street Place, E.C., 
November 30th, 1908. 


Single-Phase Traction. 


To your editorial, ** Electrical Traction on Railways,” I 
beg to offer a few remarks, The Union motor, that is, a 
series-motor with compensating brushes and with a special 
low-tension speed control, is there introduced as the only 
motor which fulfils the seven severe conditions you impose. 

Now, as to my own motor :— 

1. The conductor is single, and does not interfere with the 
tracks. | 

2. The primary voltage is high—5,000 to 10,000 volts if 
necessary—so that all the energy necessary for fast trains 
can be collected. 

3. The system is suitable for main lines and for suburban 
traction, and two or more working pressures can be used. 

4. The system lends itself to use on locomotives, motor- 
cars or multiple-unit trains. 

5. The controllers are on the low-tension exclusively and 
their handling is no matter of skill. 

6. The acceleration has been compared size for size with 
that of the best direct-current motors and found equal in 
practice; the power factor will be mentioned later in this 
letter. 

7. The motor reverses and brakes, and can take direct 
current from special lines or from batteries. | 

These statements are only a corollary from my article in 
the ELECTRICAL Review, November 6th and 13th, and I, 
therefore, was surprised to see that your article had been 
drawn to convey the impression that the Union motor fills 
The fact is, that the 
greatest part of your statements apply with equal force to 
my motor. 

As to the power factor, we have only the vague statement 
that the complete Union system would probably show a 
power factor in the neighbourhood of 0'9; I have experi- 
mentally proved that for a much smaller output (30 H.P.) the 
global power factor averaged 0:8, so that the difference 
between series motors and' compensated motors i8 not a 
demonstrated fact yet. A theory by M. Osnos further 
shows that the short-circuiting brushes do not assure a unit 
power factor generally, and that such compensated motors 
are—as regards the power,factor—-subject to limitations 
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from the frequency and from the air-gap even as any simple 
series-motor is. 

For all commutator motors the frequency will be chosen 
lower in practice when the output of each motor is greater ; 
40 cycles may be consistent with a 40-H.P. motor; but to 
say that any periodicity can be used as far as the motor is 
concerned, is to equivocate unless the curves of, say, 125-H.P. 
equipment for 40 cycles be shown. 

The same holds as to the commutation ; it is well-known 
that the commutation difficulties of a simple series-motor 
disappear at synchronism in а compensated motor ; but for 
any other speed the difficulties are simply shifted from the 
series brushes to the short-circaating brushes, 


Dr. George Finzi, M.I.E.E. 
Milan, November 24/h, 1902. 


[We have much pleasure in inserting this letter from our 
esteemed correspondent, whose courtesies to the British 
Electrical Engineers on tbeir visit to Italy will not soon be 
forgotten by those who enjoyed his acquaintance. Although 
we have geen Dr. Finzi's motor in his works, we have not seen 
it running under load, and cannot, therefore, speak of it with 
the same confidence as of the Union motor. We need not 
say, however, that no one will be better pleased than our- 
selves when, as we hope, we are able to write as favourably 
of Dr. Finzi's motor.—Eps. ELEC. REv. | 


What are we coming to? 


I cannot refrain from addressing a word or two to you on 
the subject of the following advertisement which appears in 
your current issue :— 

ANTED.—An Improver to arc lamp trimmer. Person ap- 
pointed will have opportunity of learning other branches of 
outside work. No wages to commence, 

When one reflects upon the electrical status of the average 
arc lamp trimmer, the amount of wages the job is usually 
worth (lucky man who gets 30s. per week), and the fact 
that any amount of proficiency in this work is not regarded 
as a qualification for higher and more remunerative branches, 
one is amazed at the remarkable effrontery of the offer. 
The literally nominal salary of nothing for what is regarded 
in electrical circles as practically unskilled labour! What 
are the other branches of outside work" so ambiguously 
referred to in the advert.? Washing the globes, presumably, 
or, by way of change, painting the standards. 

Oh, song of gentlemen throughout the length and breadth 
of this tight little island, give ear unto the appeal! Here is 
а sinecure awaiting the asking. You only need good refer- 
ences, a capability for hard work, and you will be welcomed 
with open arms into this cathedral city, where you may 
fatten on the lavish emolument of nothing per annum. 

What are we coming to ? 

M-are-us. 


Arc Lamp Litigation.—Jandus Are Lamp and Electric Co., 
Ltd., v. Are Lamps, Ltd. 

The trial of the above action, which the Jandus Co. have 
widely advertised as brought against us for infringement of 
their patents, has been postponed solely on their application. 
We were fully prepared, and expected that the case would 
have come on for trial last week; this would have been £o 
but for the application made to Mr. Justice Kekewich on 
18th inst., when counsel on behalf of the Jandus Co. stated 
that, as his clients had come to the conclusion that neither 
of the patents sued on in the action could be supported in 
their present form, it would be necessary to apply to amend 
both specifications, and for that purpose the trial would 
require to be postponed. To this course the judge (Mr. 
Justice Kekewich) consented on the following terms, viz. :— 

1. No further advertisements or threats to be issued by 
the Jandus Co. 

2. No claim to be made by them for damages for any in- 
fringement up to the date of order. 

3. The costs of the application and all costs occasioned 
by the Jandus Co., having sued on invalid specifications, to 
be paid by them to our company in any event. 


4. All amendments to the specifications (which can only 


be by way of disclaimer) to be made within four months. 
We shall prosecute with all possible speed our defence in 


lamps supplied, or to be supplied. 


this action, and endeavour to bring the matter to a satisfac- 
tory end as speedily as possible. 

п the meantime, the indemnity which we have already 
given to our customers will be continued in respect of all 


Are Lamps, Ltd. 
W. J. Davy. 
London, E.C., November 27th, 1903. 


Technical Instruction. 


I do not know, nor yet care, whether your correspondent 
* Arc" ever received an education at a technical college, but 
his absurd letter in this week's REVIEW shows that he does 
nob know much about the method& of those institutions. 
Does he really suppose that the whole instruction given at 
these colleges consiste of the rubbing of glass with cat's fur 
and the expert manipulation of pith balls? If so, let me 
inform him that he is mistaken. This gentleman, too, must 
have come across a remarkable set of individuals in the 
course of his career. He has never met anybody, who has 
received such technical instruction, who is able to apply 
Ohm's law to practical problems. 

What a remarkable thing! Mr. Swinburne wisely said 
that science must be a “ knowledge of nature as utilised by 
man." Your correspondent admits the truth of this state- 
ment, yet а simple process of reasoning " drives his keenly 
observant mind to the conclusion that most of the technical 
instruction in this country is an absolute farce. Dear me! 
However simple this process of reasoning may be, it is too 
complicated for me. Would this gentleman like to have all 
technical instruction abolished? Let me state that the 
colleges in this country are formed to give instruction both 
in theoretical and practical science. He will find them fitted 
with workshops and laboratories, as well as with lecture rooms, 
where the “pith ball exercises” are taught. True, these 
fundamental exercises and experiments may be of no practical 
use to the student in his future career, but, nevertheless, 
everyone must start at the bottom of the ladder in any pro- 
fession, if success is desired. It is useful to the student to 
know how the laws, which he is taught, were found by simple 
experiments, and these give him an insight into the methods 
adopted by the great men of science, who, by such simple 
experiments (which “ Arc” classes as useless knowledge) 
have built up the practice of engineering. Thestudent must 
learn “ cause and effect.” The knowledge of one alone is 
useless, A man cannot learn everything by theoretical 
knowledge alone, nor yet alone by practical experience. 
Surely, the true knowledge of nature consists in the true 
knowledge of the cause and effect of her phenomena. I 
will not go further into the matter, but will state 
that Lord Kelvin recently said that the student in engi- 
neering ought to spend half his time of study at the 
University and half in the workshop. It is this man who 
deserves the appointments, about, which ** Arc" complains, 
and not the man who is crammed alone with theoretical or 
practical knowledge. I, therefore, think that ** Arc” has 
gone a little too far in saying that the former is a human 
encyclopædia of useless information." 

W. L. Turner. 


I read with interest T. R.'s" letter and also your remarks 
re the above in this week's issue. 

My experiences in connection with &n appointment as 
workshop instructor at one of the metropolitan polytechnics 
may be of interest and tend to prove why technical 
instructors receive such comparatively small salaries. 

On two occasions I applied for the appointment of work- 
shop instructor in “house wiring and fitting" at one of the 
metropolitan polytechnics, but was unsuccessful, although 
is time I was selected to attend before the governing 
body. 

The appointment was again open this summer, but before 
it was advertised I was approached by the principal with a 
view to ascertaining whether I was still available. Being so 
I replied, and subsequently attended, with one other candidate, 
before the governors. My opponent, who was successful, is a 
ind well-Enown consulting engineer, who is in practice as 
such. 

It may interest you to know that the fee for the term (one 
night a week) works out well under £1 per. week, and 
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without troubling you as to the duties and requirements of 
the appointment or my qualifications for the same, I may 
only say that I am convinced that a skilled electrical 
mechanic could fulfil them, and that at least I claim to be. 

If, therefore, technical authorities can procure consulting 
engineers willing to receive shillings per week for their 
services as workshop instructors, is it not unreasonable to 
expect them to pay adequate salaries to instructors and 
demonstrators for the higher-grade appointments ? 

In conclusion, may I ask—presuming that consulting 
engineers, acting with philanthropical views of improving 
future electrical artisans, take up these minor appoint- 
ments—would it not be more in keeping. with the 
dignity of their profession if they held the same without 
remuneration ? 

Rejected. 


Heating Capacity of Electric Radiators. 


We have read with interest the correspondence on the 
* Heating Capacity of Electric Radiators,” together with 
the editorial note in your issue of to-day. You say, 
^ Radiators compete ouly in durability, elegance, conveni- 
ence, prime cost and similar features; on the score of 
efficiency one is every bit as good as another.” 

Taking the word “efficiency” in its broad sense, xe 
venture to differ from your opinion, since a radiator which 
thoroughly warms the air in a given space without scorch- 
ing it or taking the moistare from it, can surely be considered 
more efficient than one which has these objectionable 
features. In this direction we claim greater efficiency for 
the radiators made under our system, which provides for a 
large heating surface and a comparatively low temperature 
(about 180° F.). 

For a parallel we may consider the question of heating 
by hot water pipes as opposed to steam pipes, a question 
which has often been discussed, and in which the former 
method seems to have the greater weight of popular 
opinion. \ 

The Electric and Ordnance 
Accessories Co., Ltd., 
R. F. HAT L, Manager. 

Birmingham, November 27th, 1908. 


[We appreciate the view of our correspondents, who dis- 
tinguish between a radiator working at a high tempera- 
ture and one at а low temperature. But why are these things 
called * radiators? It would seem that they ought to be 
called ** convectors," for on this view they act by convection 
rather than by radiation. It is evident that the same 
volume of air passed slowly through a low temperature 
apparatus can be heated to the same extent as if it were passed 
rapidly through a high temperature apparatus; but though 
the ** relative humidity " of the air will be reduced by the 
warming operation, the amount of moisture present cannot 
be altered, whichever method of heating be adopted. If the 
“relative humidity " of the air is to be maintained unaltered, 
water vapour must necessarily be added to it artificially, no 
matter what system, of heating be employed. As for 
“scorching” the air, while we do not dispute the possibility 
of affecting its taste or freshness by over-heating, we doubt 
whether this effect is ever met with in practice.— Eps. 
Exec. Rev.] 


With reference to the letters appearing in your last issue, 
we at once plead guilty to the great crime of having a 
printers’ error in the list in question. The word “ radiator ” 
ought to have been used instead оѓ “ lamp.“ In the first 
issue of the price list the correct, word is used. 

To Messrs, Verity our apologies and thanks are due for 
calling attention to the unfortunate mistake. 

We agree with you that the statement of **80 per cent. 
efficiency and “ the requirement of }th of Board of Trade 
unit” are meaningless; but, on the other hand, we must 
ask you to pardon us for differing from you in your state- 
ment that ** on the score of efficiency one radiator is every 
bit as good as another." 

It might as well be suggested that with an equal con- 
sumption of current, one motor, arc, or incandescent lamp, 
is as good as another. What we state is not at all “ pre- 
posterous.” We claim, and maintain, that owing to its 
construction the Phenix heater must have a superior 


efficiency, and that there is no electric heater on the market 
that can be repaired quicker or at less cost.’ | 

We do not expect to convert our opponents, but the 
importance of heating by electricity is so great that we make 
the following proposal :—Let any maker of electric heaters 
supply a heater for comparative tests ; the cost of same to be 
burne by the unsuccessful competitor. You, Mr. Editor, 
to appoint a suitable expert and to fix the conditions. Of 
course it is understood that all competing stoves must con- 
sume or dissipate” the same number of watts. The 
result would show the best heater on the market. 


Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., 
G. E. SABE. 
London, Derember 1st, 1903. 


v 
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Electric Shocks on Flat-Back Switehboards. 


I think that H. W. C.“ could with advantage have made 
his remarks in your last week’s issue somewhat clearer, and 
more to the point. He states that :— 

“It must also appeal to many engineers in this country 
with a sense of gratitude to our British firms who, in spite 
of the extra cost thereby involved, have set themselves 
steadfastly against switchboards with backs and such-like. 
dangerous places.” ` | 

There should certainly be as few “ dangerous places” 
about a switchboard as possible, but it is a matter both of 
opinion and experience as to what constitutes a “ dangerous 
place.” It ig certainly a truism that the more space you 
can allow for, and the more open to inspection you сап. 
make switch-gears, the better; and therefore, for low- 
tension switchboards, it is certain that a “ flat-back switch- 
board,” round which there is a clear passayr-way for the 
engineer-in-charge, has a considerable advantage over a 
* cellular backless switchboard," which is generally built 
iuto the wall in such a manner that the parts which carry 
current are hidden away from view, and cannot be got at 
without dismantling a considerable portion of the switch- 
board. The above must hold goed to an even greater extent 
with a properly designed flat-back high-tension switchboard 
if all current-carrying parts are inaccessible from the front, 
1.6., from the position of ordinary control, and if the back of 
the board is built up in the form of a chamber or room, to 
which authorised and competent persons only have access, 
for the purposes of inspection, &c. 

The matter of ease of repair" is a. point which, 
apparently, “H. W. C." bas not borne in mind in his 
advocacy of cellular backless boards, as it is an obvious fact 
that repairs can be more easily made to gears that can easily 
be inspected than to those which are confined in a small 
built-up space (and accidente, due to carelessness, &c., can, 
and do, occur with both types of boards). 

On one point I am in entire agreement with Н, W. C.,“ 
and that is in his condemnation of wooden frameworks ; but 
I trust that he is not under the impression that all, or even 
the majority, of flat-back boards are built on wooden frames. 
This, I can assure him, is an entire mistake. 

| Perey B. Hall. 
Prestwich, November 28th, 1908. А 


Applicants Please Note. 


I notice in your last issue, under the above heading, some 
notes of advice to electrical engineers desiring to change 
their positions. 

While quite agreeing with **Selection" in his remarks re 
stating full particulars as to age, training, &c., I think that 
these particulars would be furnished in a fuller manner if 
the applicants had occasionally some reply from the com- 
panies advertising. 

I may state, in my own case, I have recently been endea- 
vouring to improve my position, and in the course of my 
endeavours I have had occasion to answer a large number 
of advertisements, The proportion of answers I have had 
is very small indeed, and I think it must be very dishearten- 
ing to any applicant to be treated in the same way. I 
would therefore ask, through the medium of your columns, 
that advertisers should have the courtesy to let their appli- 
canta know the result of their applications, 

Unanswered. 
B 
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Сһеар Labour. 


After reading for many weeks the advertisements for 
„Persons Wanted” in the ELECTRICAL Review, I bave 
come to the conclusion that it would’ be to the benefit of 
everyone if there was a clear understanding as to the meaning 
of Assistant, Junior Assistant, Improver, &c. Take, for 
instance, the case of a small town with the corporation 


owning both the gas and the electrical concerns, they have 


one committee and the gas manager attends the meetings, and 
there is the so-called assistant who attends to all electrical 
matters ; in this case who advises the committee on electrical 
matters if the manager is only an authority on gas? Would 
it not be better to give credit to the assistant and give him 
the name of electrical engineer ? 

Then there are advertisements for “ Shift Engineers” at 
278. per week, and in one case I noticed it was only 248, ; if 
a firm want a labourer they should state that, if an engineer 
with electrical knowledge as well, I am sure they can afford 
to pay more than the above, There must be a wide meaning 
in the term “engineer,” or is it that our trade is crowded 
out with men who accept these small salaries for the sake of 
having the name ? Surely an engineer would not be attracted 
by the great amount of money offered by some firms. 

It is not often I see an advertisement for an improver to 
an arc-lamp trimmer, but such a person is “ wanted” in last 
week's ELECTRICAL REVIEW ; the salary offered is и, but I 
suppose the experience to be gained is splendid. Ifa firm 
are losing money it is no reason why they shonld expect their 
work done for nothing ; most, if not all, of the paying oon- 
cerns of to-day pay the largest salaries and they get a good 
return. 

I should very much like to hear the opinion of others on 
this subject, especially those who can егіз? and keep happy on 
nothing, 


Kendal Electricity Works, 
December 1st, 1908. 


8. C. M. 


Mr. Fynn states that the commutator should 
rotate against the inclination of the brush. 
Г have often heard this question discussed by engineers, I 
have never heard a really satisfactory reason given why this 
method should be adopted in preference to running with the 
inclination. 


Fynn will be able to clear this point up for me, if he will 
kindly spare time to do so, 
Willing to Learn. 


The Multiple Supply System Patents, 


J note in your issue of to-day a communication from Mr, 
C. H. R. Thorn regarding the patents on the multiple supply 
railway system. If Mr. Thorn refers to his British patent 
No. 2,393, 1903, which contains some points of interest and 
value, he will find that all of these details were patented long 
before the date of his application, and that pending patenta 
on the system refer to mattera in no wise relating to his 
invention. 


Multiple Supply. 
November 27th, 1903. 


Refuse Destructors and Eleetricity Works. 


I am obliged to you for the notice you have taken of my 
letter. The question of combined works is only involved so 
long as it is dealt with as between electricity department and 
lestructor department, instead of [from the broad standpoint 
of gain or loss to the community. 

I am obliged to you for your kindly hint not to forget that 
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boilers, economisers and steam pipes are not required in a 
destructor; it is a small matter, but to the point, that a 
boiler is a necessity in a modern destructor. 

I will also endeavour not to forget that boilers, steam 
Pipes and economisers are sometimes used in electricity 
works, that both electricity works and destructors require 
chimney stacka, buildings and land , that where steam 
is obtained from the burning of refuse wages are gaved in 
stoking boilers with coal, and that a manager is: needed to 
superintend both works, to mention only a few of the 
points needing consideration when the advantages or other- 
wise of combined works are being discussed. 

W. P. Adams. 


[ We agree that the community gains as a whole; but we 

ve pointed out that it is at the expense of the electricity 
epartment, which is erroneously supposed to benefit by the 
combination.—Ens. ELEC. Rev. ] 


[Names or MAKERS WANTED.—A correspondent wants to 
know the name of the agents for the Bayliss patent carbon 
brush holders in this country. Another asks for information 
as to the makers or patentees of Dr. Timms's electric furnace 
for assay work.—Eps, ELEC. Rev. | | 


ee 
OBITUARY. 


SIR FREDERICK BRAMWELL, 


Ir is with great regret that we have to record the death of 
Sir Frederick Joseph Bramwell, which took place in London 
on Monday last, the 30th ult. Some eight years ago Sir 
Frederick had a paralytic stroke, from which, however, he 
recovered most marvellously. The immediate cause of hia 
death was cerebral hemorrhage. Thus the second seizure 
was fatal, and the engineering world has suffered a loss 
which it could ill afford. Sir Frederick Bramwell was, in 
many respects, a unique figure in the annals of his great 
profession, Not only was this во in his personal appear- 
ance, which was most striking, but his peculiar bent of 
mind stamped him at once as being a man of more than 
ordinary pre-eminence. When it comes to be considered 
how marvellous were the times through which he lived—he . 
was born a year before our late revered Queen—it is 
astonishing how intimately he was connected with all the 
various scientific and engineering discoveries of that age of 
progress. It is said that he greatly deplored his ignorance 
of all things scientific, and yet this must have been the 
modesty characteristic of the man, for those who knew him 
best were aware of the intimate knowledge he had of many 
subjects both inside and ontaide of his profession. The ease 
with which he acquired knowledge, and knowledge of an 
intricate nature, was supreme, and that which he once 
acquired he never lost. His memory in certain directions was 
of the most retentive and acute type. He could with ease бх a 
date to anything which had happened within his own expe- 
rience. This faculty served him in moat excellent stead. To 
the ordinary human being to have to refer back some 30 or 40 
years and yet to have a distinct and accurate remembrance of 
any particular event must seem to involve a well nigh super- 
human effort. Yet Sir Frederick has been known not. only 
to place a particular happening in its own year, but even in 
its proper month. And this not once alone, but times and 
again. Perhaps this great gift of memory was the leading 
secret of his successful career. He could never forget a thing 
when he had once mastered it. It must be added also that 
having once encountered a subject, be it ever so involved, 
he mastered it. | 

It is well known that his elder brother, Baron Bram 
after being a successful advocate, became a celebrated judge. 
Sir Frederick shared with him much of the judicial instinct, 
He was certainly the foremost arbitrator in engineering sub- 
jects of his day, and it must be admitted that his findings 
were impartial and met with universal approval. It is the 
sign of a great mind to acknowledge oneself in error if the 
occasion arises. This wasa noteworthy characteristic of Sir 
Frederick. We have known him to listen with patience to 
the explanations of men much younger than himself, when, 
some subject was in dispute, and readily to-ówn if in ‘the 
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first instance he had been in error. Another attribute 
possessed by Sir Frederick Bramwell was the quickness with 
which he made up his mind. On those who knew him well 
this trait made a deep impression. He always knew what 
he wanted and could give in few words such instructions that 
no one had the least difficulty in producing the desired result. 
Lastly, but certainly not least, he was possessed of the most 
genial and kindly temperament. No one knew the full 
extent of his benevolence. There are many who will have 
only too great a cause to regret his loss. | 

In his time Sir Frederick filled many parts. He was a 
Londoner born and bred ; few knew their native city better 
than he. His father was a banker; but Sir Frederick did 
not follow in his steps, preferring to carve out a career of 
his own. Of schooling he had but little, according to 
modern ideas, for he was apprenticed at the age of sixteen, 
and: was worked very hard, as apprentices were in those 
days. There was but little theory then ; it was all practice, 
and experience was hardly earned. But he was an engi- 
neer born, and to him all the work was a delight. It 
was not often, however, that he would mention the earlier 
years of his career, and when he did so the brief references 
would lead to the inference that the battle of life in the 
beginning was not any easier than with the rest of humanity. 
Indeed, there were times of something nearly approaching 
hardship, and it was not till long after middle life that 
Sir Frederick could be said to have approached the condition 
of being a wealthy man. | 

After his apprenticeship, he became head draughtsman іп 
the shop where he served his time ; then he was manager at 
a works in the Isle of Dogs, and finally, after one or two 
further changes, he commenced business on his own account 
in the year 1853. He was then 85 years of age. He 
had then been married five years to his cousin Leonora Frith. 
It was an uphill fight, his private practice, but after 
some five or six years the tide turned, and from that 
time onwards success was assured. Sir Frederick’s pro- 
fessional life will always be remembered by two things, his 
success as a scientific witness and his eminence as an arbitrator. 
In either capacity he came into contact with nearly every 
scientific discovery of his lifetime. The scope of his practice 
was wide. He was chairman of an electric lighting com- 
pany, chairman of a water company, and consulting engineer 
to a railway company. He was a recognised authority on all 
subjects relating to water supply. He was a designer of 
sewage schemes. Не had much to do with telephones in the 
early stages of their existence. Many matters electric were 
frequently referred to him. His attainments were recognised 
in the form of honorary degrees by four Universities— 


Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, and McGill. He as early as 


1873 received the much-coveted honour of being created a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. For 15 years he filled with 
marked ability the post of Honorary Secretary to the Royal 
Institution. He was a member of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers, and had been a distinguished President of 
both the Institution of Civil Engineers and the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers. He was intimately concerned, by 
reason of the position he held on the Council of the Society 
of Arts, of which he was at one time chairman, with all the 
great exhibitions of the last 25 years. In his capacity of 
member of the Court of the Goldsmiths’ Company he 
was appointed to the governing Board of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute. He took the greatest possible 
interest in the Technical Institute, which the Gold- 
smiths’ Company founded at New Cross, and among 
other things he completely designed the electrical equipment 
at this place. His own country house was electrically lit 
| with an installation of his own designing, in which he took 
| great interest. He was a member of the Court which 
inquired into the 7hunderer explosion in 1879, and two 
years later was made one of the two lay members of the 
Ordnance Committee. He belonged to the British Associa- 
tion for nearly 40 years, and was President in 1888. His 
| knighthood was conferred in 1881 and his baronetcy in 
1889. lt was not by any means only in engineering that 
his name was known and revered. Не was, for instance, 
much concerned with the Patent Law Bill legislation in 1882. 
It would, however, take far too much space even to enumerate 
the many directions in whieh his great energy and ability 
found employment, 

A. busy, successful and long life came to an end in his 


eighty-sixth year. His loss will be regretted by a number 
beyond the ordinary, for his was a nature which endeared 
him to all with whom he came in contact. | 

The funeral is to be absolutely private, and will take place 
to-day at Hever, the parish in which Sir Frederick's country 
house is situated. The memorial service will also be held 
to-day at St. Margaret’s Church. 


LEGAL. 


Кмант v. THE ISLE or Wiaut ELEOTRIO LIGHT AND Рожен Co. 
(Continued from page 859.) 


EVIDENCE was given on both sides, and occupied the Court on 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and part of Tuesday. The evidence 
being concluded, i 

Mr. YouxGEB, K.C., on behalf of the defendants, submitted that 
plaintiff had made out no case. . 

Mr. Justice Joyce said that to his mind it was no use saying there 
was no nuisance. 

Mr. YovNGER said the defendants had never said that. What 
they said was that the nuisance was incidental to the starting of 
the engines, and was not of such a character as entitled the plaintiff 
fo commence the action. They said there had been no nuisance 
since October 2nd, and that the nuisance to the plaintiff 
had at all times been exaggerated. 'The case put against the 
defendants was a continuing nuisance up to the date of the trial, 

Mr. Justice Joyor: A recovering nuisance—that there has been а 
continuous use of the dynamos. | Е 

Mr. Үоџхакн said the nuisance had been shown by many wit- 
nesses to have been almost no nuisance. The plaintiff was not 
entitled to absolute quiet. | 

Mr. Justice Joyce said the case was a very serious one for the 
defendants—more gerious to them than to the plaintiff. íi 

Mr. YounGeR said that undoubtedly was so. He did not know 
where the defendants would be if an injunction were granted. 

The learned counsel then proceeded to deal with the evidence, 
his analysis of which occupied several hours. He quoted cases to 
show that an injunction could only be granted where a nuisance 
was continued and prolonged, and not where it was merely of a 
temporary character, and incidental to the completion of a building. 
He added that the writ in the action was actually issued before asingle 
unit of electricity had been supplied to anyone but one customer 
for two hours, and the legal proceedings were commenced in the 
face of letters in which defendants stated that they were doing 
everything possible to get rid of the nuisance. The plaintiff gave 
the company no chance to get rid of the difficulties always inci- 
dental to works of this kind. The object of the plaintiff, he 
suggested, was to take advantage of what she believed was a nuisance 
at the time, so that the defendants might not have the opportunity 
of setting things right before the writ was issued. Under these 
circumstances he submitted that the'action was absolutely pre- 


mature. 
(To be continued.) 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
Wark md Dec. 2ND,1902. | нек ENDING Dec. ist, 1903. 
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Hong Kong " e 25 East London i» “> i^ 147 
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Le Treport. 'Teleg. mat. 200 Hamburg. Teleg. mat... e? x 
Melbourne .. #9 T 21 Hong Hong ея RE ve z 
Mossel Bay.. P oo 12 89 599 Teleg. mat. E 
Nagasaki e- . ee ee 25 Madras oe . ee ee 17 
North Atlantic. Teleg. cable. . 20,400 Malta А 50 
Ostend ne Ру T - 21 Melbourne . j 
Parth. W ka ee 219 | Monte Video y^ 
Port Elizabeth  .. oe se 65 Napier T T AI 
Santiago ee ee oe ee 86 Perth А ee ee ee ee 87 
Singapore .. ә = o 208 Port Elizabetb .. * - : 
Sydney ee ee ee ee 887 a he ee “fr ee ee И 
Wellin n .. [E] * ee 405 otter am ee е * ee 
ET Shanghai .. 4% де * E 
Singapore .. - * T 
idi Teleg. mat. .. :* X 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire 22: 10A 
Sydney Qm аа. “ Xe e 254 
57 Elec, eable кә 2,900 
Trinidad  .. ве 10 dE 25 
Total ee £29,522 Total ee £14,502 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
| New Yor'g, Elec. apprts. Value £102 
For Sale.— At Manchester, on Deo mber 10th, Messrs. P. 
Huddleston & Co. will offer for sale by aue tion a variety of electrical 
apparatus, of which some particulars appear among our advertise- | 
ments to-day. | 
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The “Ring” Pulley.—The pulley we illustrate below 
has the boss, arms and inner ring cast in one piece. It is then 
split in halveg, the irregularity of the fracture making a close and 
interlocking joint when the arms are bolted together. The boss is 
then bored and the ring turned on its face to afford a true surface 
on to which the wrought-iron rim is riveted. It is stated that the 
combination of the ring with the two arms and the close joint 
gives great strength combined with lightness, while the turned ring 
secures a true-ranning pulley. The makers—the Unbreakable 


ntc? Ox fattar 


“A 
PULLEY 


Pulley and Mill-Gearing Co., Ltd., West Gorton, Manchester—are 
building all their pulleys of 10 in., 12 in., 14 in., 15 in., 16 in. and 
18 in. diameter on this patent "Ring" principle, using two rings 
for pulleys over 10 in. wide. In comparison with wood pulleys, a 


great advantage claimed for the ''Ring" construction is the. 


absence of the air-fanning caused by the wide arms of the wood 
pulley. The company's agents m most large towns stock this new 
type of pulley. : 

Milan Exhibition, 1905.— We have received a copy of 
the programme and regulations of the International Working Hall 
for Industrial Arts from the committee having this department of 
the Milan Exhibition under arrangement. British eleotrical and 
engineering firms who are disposed to take space for the exbibition 
in operation—of their various manufactures and processes should 
communicate with the Secretary of the Committee, Piazza Paolo 
Fertari, 4, Milan. 


Catalogues and  Lists,—AÀ catalogue of electrical 
accessories for the present season has just been issued by MESSRS. 
SPBRRYN & Co., Lro., of Hospital Street works. It is a wholesale 
price list, and abounds in illustrations of lamps and holders, 
 brackete, electroliers, pendanta, bell pushes, switches and во on. 
The prices have been generally revised, and in some cases reduced. 

Messrs. JOHN SPENCER, LTD. of Wednesday, have issued the 
" 22nd " edition of their catalogue of iron and steel tubes, including 
arc lamp-poste, trolley standarde, central station steam piping, also 
steam, water and gas fittings. l 

Тнк LrwoLirTER Co., of 47, Victoria Street, S.W , have sent usa 
leaflet giving particulars and prices of their “ Linolite ” fittings, in 
zinc, copper and aluminium. 

From Mr. A. V. Youna, of 37, Walbrook, E.C., we have received 
a pamphlet describing his apparatus for the purification of water by 
electricity. The process and apparatus are claimed to be very 
simple. The principle involved is the enforced passage of the im- 
pure liquid in close contact with a series of alternately positive and 
negative metallic electrodes, by which the impurities are attacked 
aud dissociated from the pure liquid and immediately separated 
from it by gravitation. Whenapplied to boiler plants, it is claimed 
that this purifier will (1) effectively puiity and soften impure or 
hard water; (2) effectually prevent any scaling in boilers or tubes ; 
(3) reduce coal consumption from 10 per cent. to 20 per cent. 

A fully illustrated list of milling machines and milling cutters 
has been sert to us by the Hess MacuiNz Co., of Philadelphia. 

An advance copy of a new circular describing time-switch appa- 
ratus has been issued by Messrs. VAN DAU, Marsu & Co., LTD., of 
Upper Priory, Birmingham. It is claimed that these switches may 
be relied upon for sure and regular action under all conditions within 
the limits of such а device. The operations are obtained by a simple 
mechanical means, set in motion by strong clockwork, and the 
switch mechanism is not such that it affects the ordinary time- 
keeping qualities of the clock; the working parte, outside the actuel 
clock, are practically run by friction, so that they cannot be thrown 
out of gear in the operation of getting. Only one dial is employed 
to set and effect all actuations; the setting pointers are worked 
direct, without gearing; and it is stated that the instrument works 
automatically for.a full week without attention, and by an attachment 
which can be applied in the larger ty pes of switches, if desired, the 
operator setting the time pointers is ensured against omission to re- 
wind the clockwork. These time switches are claimed to save an 
enormous amount of labour and expense in current, &c. Reference 
is made to an example, where 26 of the firm's smallest switches were 
applied on a system of arc lighting; before their use it was necessary 
to employ two men to go over the whole area, covering about 
17 miles of road each day, to switch on and then “off” the various 
circuits; after the adoption of the time switches, the services of 


these two men wero practically altogether dispensed with, and this: 


without taking into account the very considerable eaving in currert. 
By their use, street and other public lighting can be run off the 
ordinary supply distributing mains, entirely dispensing witb the 
services of a lamplighter or switchman. All that is necessary is 
that the time switch shall be wound up once & week by the lamp 
cleaner on his ordinary rounds. Since producing their first simple 
form, Messrs. Vandam, Marsh & Co. have been called upon for very 
many adaptations of the time switch, so that they now have between 
20 and 30 distinct types and varieties. The present catalogue 
contains illustrations and particulars of the types which have becn 
more generally adopted. The list goes on to detail the mercury 
contact type, the metallic contact, meter (change-over), and variable- 
rate meter types. | 


Litholite.—Messrs. Hunt & Hess, of the Grove, Hackney, 
N.E., who are manufacturing '' Litholite," recently submitted samples 
tothe Westminster Electrical Testing Laboratory for testing, and we 
have received a copy of the report stating the results obtained in 
tests for insulation resistance and dielectric strength. On to each 
side of a disc 84 in. diameter and 0:327 in. thick was pasted a disc 
of tinfoil of 4 in. diameter. A guard ring, also of tinfoil, was 
pasted round the edge of the disc to intercept leakage. The in- 
sulation resistance hetween the two discs was measured and found 
to be 67,000 megohms with a testing pressure of 1,500 volts. Oa 
disconnecting the guard ring, the same figure was obtained, showing 
that surface leakage is negligible under normal conditions. The 
sample was next immersed iu salt water for 24 hours, and aft2r 
wiping off the surface moisture, but not otherwise drying, it was 
tested again, and the result was 60,000 megohms with the guard 
ring connected, and €09 megohms with it disconnected. In this 
case the surface leakage was some 100 times the leakage through the 
material. The sample was then left standing in a free current of 
air for three hours to dry, but was not baked, and when tested 
again the result obtained was 67,000 megohms with the guard ring, 
and 60,000 without it. The surface leakage was thus about 10 per 
cent. of the leakage through the material. It is thus claimed that 
the material is practically non-absorptive of water, has a high 
specific resistivity which is well maintained after immersion in 
water; and although there is a certain amount of surface leakage 
when first removed from the water, yet this is soon stopped as tre 
surface dries by natural means. The specific resistivity of the 
sample from the above figures works out to 6.550, 000 megohms per 
centimetre cube at a temperature of 58° F., when subjected to 
a testing pressure of 1,500 volts. The dielectric etreogth was 
measured by applying an alternating pressure of 120 cycles per 
second between the two tinfoil discs. The sample broke down with 
a pressure of 36,000 volts, having withstood 35,000 for a period of 
five minutes previously. 


Electric Pumps for Heysham Iarbour.—The Mid- 
land Railway Co. has just ordered from Mesers. Merryweather and 
Sons, of London, two sets of electric “ Hatfield” pumps, each of 
42,000 gallons per hour capacity. These will be fixed at the new 
depót at Heysham Harbour to supply the fire main system. 


Books Received.— Ornamental Turning," Vol. i., by 
J. H. Evans. London: Guilbert Pitman. 33. 6d. net. 

“ The Story of the Atlantic Cable," by Charles Bright. 
George Newnes, Ltd. 1s. 

"Traite Practique de Telecommunication Electrique," by Ei. 
Estaunié. Paris: Ch. Dunod. 1904. 20 fr. 

" Kalender für Elektrochemiker sowie Technische Chemiker und 
Physiker for 1904." “ Beilage zum Kalender fur Elektrochemiker 
for 1904," edited by Dr. A. Neuburger. Berlin: M. Krayn. Mk. 4. 
The Localisation of Faults in Electric Light and Power Mains, 
2ad edition, by F. Charles Raphael. London: The Electrician 
Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd. 7s. 6d. net. 

„Science Abstracts,” sections А & B. November 25th. London: 
E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 1s. 6d. each net. 

“ Geometry for Technical Students, by E. H. Sprague. London: 
Crosby Lockwood & Son. 1s. net. 


Trade Announcements.—On Saturday last the address 
of the Ore Concentration Syndicate, Ltd. the Metallurgical 
Engineering Co., Ltd., and of Elmore & Elmore was changed to 
Broad Street Place, London, E.C. 

Mr. Frank Crawter, who has represented the Chloride Electrical 


London: 


Storage Co., Ltd., in London for the past seven years has been 


appointed manager of the sales department at Clifton Junction, 
Manchester. His place in London will be taken by Mr. E. W. T. Ward, 
late of the British Westinghouse Co. 


Liquidation.— The Electric Installation Co., Ltd., is 
winding up voluntarily, with Mr. R. V. Critchley, of 6, St. James'a 
Square, Manchester, as liquidator. Creditors should send the usual 
details to him by January 13th. 


St. Louis.— Those of our readers who contemplate payin р 
a visit to next year’s great exposition at St. Louis will be intersted 
in an illustrated handbook which: has been prepared by Dr. C. Mf. 
Kurtz, assistant chief of the art department, and issued by the 
authorities. It is, as it claims to be, a connected story of the 
exposition, its inception, plan and scope; a view of the various 
steps towards its realieation," containing photographs of the lead ing 
personages now engaged upon its organisation. 


Technological Dictionary.—Messrs. Newnes regret 
the delay that has occurred in the issue of the first part of their 
Technological Dictionary, but owing to the numerous referemceg 
and verifications which had to be made, the publishers are com. 
pelled to delay the publication of the first number until Jan : 
Particulars of the work have been given in our advertise nent 
pages, but Messrs. Newnes will be pleased to send a com Pilate 
prospectus on application. 
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Electricity in Gas Works.—The chairman and 
directors of the Sutton, Southooates and Drypool Gas Co., accom- 
panied by Mr. J. Holliday, their engineer, recently paid a visit to 
the La Villette gas works of the Paris Gas Co. They were shown 
the electric machines for charging and discharging the retorts, 
which are at work in the large retort houses, of which they made a 
careful and critical inspection. They then proceeded to Bruges to 
inspect the De Brouwer. On their return to England Mr. Holliday 
drew up his report, and, acting on his advice, the directors have 
placed an order with the Electric Turbine Co., Ltd., for a complete 
installation of the Paris machines, including also the necessary 
coal hoppers, coal conveyors, hot coke conveyors, all driven elec- 
trically. The Whessoe Foundry Co, Ltd., of Darlington, who 
are the sole manufacturers, have the work in hard for completion 
by May next. 


Australia,—The Australian Customs authorities have 
just given a decision to the effect that electrical search lighte are 
for purposes of import duty, to be classified as Machinery and 
ру lances, n. e. i., Electrical,“ the duty being 123 per cent. ad 
vatcoretm. , 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Machinery.—The 


imports of foreign electrical machinery into this country during the 
past month amounted to £37,720, bringing the total for the ten 
months ending with October last, to £467,738. 


Accumulator Factories,—The Home Office regulations 
respectiog the arrangement of factories in which the manufacture 
of accumulators is carried on come into force on January 1st, 1904. 
Copies may be obtained from Messrs, Eyre & Spottiswoode. 


Forthcoming Book.—Messrs. Whitaker & Co. will 
publisb next week “Electric Traction: a Practical Handbook on 
the Application of Electricity as а Locomotive Power," by John Н. 
Rider, chief electrical engineer to the London County Council 
tramways. This work will deal with the various systems of con- 
struction, and the apparatus, generating plant, &c., used in electric 
railways and tramways. . 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—A receiving order has 
been made on debfor’s own petition in the case of W. H. Hooley 
and J. W. Talbot (Hooley, Talbot & Co., electrical engineers 
and contractors, of Regent Street, Rugby). The first meeting 
and public examination are to take place at Coventry on 
December 7th. The Official Receiver (Mr. E. T. Peirson, 
Coventry) has issued a summary, which shows gross liabilities 
£339, of which £271 is expect:d to rank. The assets, after 
deducting preferential creditors’ claims, are estimated to pro- 
duoe £107, leaving a deficiency of £164. In the separate estate of 
Hooley, the deficiency is given as £2 16s., and in that of Talbot 
£l 1s. 11d. Debtors give as the causes of failure “insufficient 
capital, delay of the Urban District Council in supplying electric 
light, and Joss upon a contract owing to the action of one of our 
customers.” 

A receiving order bas been made on a creditor's petition in re 
J. W. Storr, electrical engineer, Dudley. | 

The last day for receiving proofs for dividend payment in re J. P. 
Child, electrical engineer, Woolwich and Plumstead, is December 
15th. Receiver, Mr. A. Mackintosh, 24, Railway Approach, S.E. 

Оп Friday last a receiving order was made in Bradford County 


- Court against Cecil Wray, electrical engineer, of Simes Street, 


Bradford. 
Exhibition of Electrical Machinery. — A large 


number of gentlemen connected with collieries, shipyards and 
engineering estabiishments in the Nortbern Counties visited the 
works of Messrs. E. Scott & Mountain, Ltd., at Newcastle, on 
Saturday last, November 28th, to inspect some new elecirical 
machinery which that firm has recently completed. The chief 
item of interest was an enclosed three-crank compound steam 
engine of 400 IHP. fitted with one high pressure cylinder, 
16} in. diameter, two low-pressure cylinders, each 183 in. diameter, 
with a stroke of 10 in., this engine giving the H.P. stated above with 
a steam pressure of 100 lbs. per sq. in., when running at a speed of 
350 revolutions per minute. This engine is fitted with the firm’s 
latest system of forced lubrication, which consists of a valveless oil 
pump delivering oil to all bearings and working parts and is 
complete with powerful crankshaft governors and steam separator. 
The engine is direct coupled to one of the firm's three-phase alter- 
nators constructed to give an output of 250 Kw. at a pressure of 500 
volts per phase, with a frequency of 50 cycles per second, this gene- 
rator being of the revolving magnet type, with stationary armature 
and direct coupled exciter. The whole plant is of massive construc- 
tion, and weighs in all about 40 tons. The engine and generator 
mentioned above have been built to the order of Messrs. Bolckow, 
Vaughan & Co, Ltd, and will supply current to one of Messrs. 


‘Scott & Mountain's three-phase induction motors of 100 effective 


H P, which is driven by ropes on to one of the same firm's three- 
throw horizontal ram pumps, fitted with gun-metal rams, each 
10 in. diameter, with a stroke of 15 in., and delivering 500 gallons 
per minute against a vertical head of 400 ft., and for supplying 
current to one of the firm's three-phase induction motors of 100 
effective H.P. which drives a 6x15 three-throw pump, delivering 
250 gallons per minute against a head of 1, 600 ft. This plant has 
been constructed to the order of Messrs. the Harton Coal Co., for 
their Bolden Colliery, near Sunderland. The same firm also had on 
view some other machinery, including one of their combined 
eaclosed two-crank compound engines of 150 1 11. P. direct coupled 
to a four-pole continuous generator of 65 Kw. capacity, which is 
being made to the order of the Northern Counties Electricity 
Supply Co., also other pumps, engines, generators and motors, both 
of the continuous and alternating current type. 


ELEOTRIO LIGHT AND POWER МОТЕВ. а 


Ashford,—The Ashford and District Electric Supply Co. 
will shortly apply to the: B. of T. for a prov. order to lightithe 
area. | 


Baden.—The works of the Electro-Metallurgical Co. at 
Conrtepin, near Fribourg, has recently started taking a supply 
of energy from the Government power station at Fribourg. Three- 
phase alternating current is supplied at 16,000 volts and trans- 
formed down at the company’s works. 


Bantry.—The Town Commissioners have resolved to 
obtain information from engineers in regard to the lighting ofthe 
town by electricity. ; . 


Basingstoke.—The U.D.C. has favourably considered 


the report on the electric lighting of the town by Messrs. Baker, 


Lees & Co., and will apply for power to borrow £25,000 for E.L. 
purposes. . 


Boston. — The B. of Т. has asked the U.D.C. 
whether it intends to carry out its prov. order for electric 
lighting. The Council has replied asking for a yeare’ extension 
of time, 


Bothwell.—The Uddingston District Electric Lighting 
Co. will apply to the B. of T. for powers to supply electrical energy 
in the district. 


Bradford-on-Avon.—The U.D.C. will not oppose the. 
application of the Western Electric Distribution Corporation for a 
prov. order for E L, but protective clauses will be demanded. 


Brixham.— The U.D.C. has engaged Mr. E. S. Saunders, 


of Bristol, to report on a scheme for lighting the town, at а fee of 
£50; but ifthe scheme isnot proceeded with his fee will be £25. 


Bucklow.—The R. D.C. has accepted the offer of Messrs, 
Meldrum Bros., Ltd., to light the road from Timperley Station and 
slong the canal by electricity at 158. per lamp, the Council provid- 
ing the lamps and pillars. | 


Clitheroe.—The T.C. has decided to apply for a loan of 
£12,000 for E.L. purposes. Of this £2,350 is for buildings, £1,670 
for boilers and accessories, £3,250 for generating plant, including 
two steam dynamos, £1,835 for feeders, mains, &., £350 for engi- 
neers’ fees, £180 for travelling crane, £625 for land, and £1,000 for 
contingencies. 


Denbigh.—The Southern District Electricity Corpora- 
tion has informed the T.C. that it proposes to apply for powers - 
for the electric lighting of the district. 


Derby.—On November 25fh a L. G. B inquiry was 
held with reference to the application of the Corporation to 
borrow £33,400 for the extension of its electricity generating 
plant and mains, and the provision of generating plant for 
supplying power to the proposed electric tramways for the 
borough. Mr. Т. P. Wilmshurst (the borough electrical engineer) in 
explaining the scheme in detail, said there was at present some 
4,000 H.. in the generating station, and about 100,000 8-0. P. 
lamps or their equivalent connected. It was proposed to adda 
500-H.P. dynamo and a battery for traction, a 500-H.P. dynamo and 


another battery for lighting and general purposes, and a 500-н.р. 


dynamo for reserve for either system. It has been decided to con- 
vert the present alternating system of lighting into tke direct- 
current three-wire system at 500 volts, and application was 
being made accordingly. The tramway scheme had been approved 
and already commenced, so much во that some £2,000 of the 
required loan had already been spent. There was no opposition 
to the application. 


Dandee.—The T.C. has been informed that to use the 


flow of water at Lintrathen for generating purposes would not be 
practicable, as it would interfere with the water supply of the 
town. 


Dunfermline.—The National Electric Construction Co. 
has decided not to proceed with its prov. order for lighting powers 
for tłe city. The Town Council's threatened opposition is supposed 
to have led to the action of the company. 


Durban.— It has been decided to light the three suction 
dredgers by electricity, to enable them to work at night, and con- 
tracts have been placed in Leeds for De Laval steam turbine sets. 


Frome.—A IL. G. B. inquiry has been held into the appli- 
cation of the U.D.C. to borrow £8,500 for the electric lighting of the 
district. 

Gelligaer.—The R.D.C. has decided to make application 


to Messrs. Guest, Keen & Co., for terms for lighting the village by 
e:ectricity from the firm's works. 


Germany.—The establishment of a municipal electric 
lighting station in the town of Viersen has just been decided upon. 


Glasgow.—The trustees of the Clyde Navigation have 
decided to light and equip the whole of their new dock at Clyde- 
bank, which is rapidlytapproaching) completion, with electricity. 
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In consideration of the large expenditure involved, Mr. Walter . 


Dixon, electrical expert, was asked to draw up a report on the sub- 
ject, which confirmed the advisability of adopting electricity 
instead of hydraulic power. The trustees have approved of 
the recommendations, and have that an electrical expert be 
appointed to advise, and be associated with the mechanical engineer 
of the trust in the carrying out of the work. 

It was remitted to a sub-committee to consider and report on the 
question of the trustees themselves providing an electric installa- 
tion or obtaining the current otherwise. 


Dublin.—The new system of electric lighting from the 
Pigeon House Works is not giving satisfaction. A special meeting 
of the Lighting Committee of the Dublin Corporation was held this 
week for the purpose of considering the failure which has occurred 
in connection with the lighting of the püblic arc lamps in the 
streets of the city. It appears that 250 lamps have been fixed 
ready for the supply of energy, which, however, is not yet available. 


Hamilton.— Messrs. Edmundson’s Electricity Cor- 
poration has decided to reduce the price of energy for lighting, on 
the flat rate, to 4d. per unit, doing away with the m.d. system; 
and for power to 2d. per unit for the first and second hours, and 
1d. after. 


Inverness.—The T.C. has agreed to accept the terms 
of Edmundson's Electricity Corporation for the introduction 
of electricity into the town. The company has agreed to carry out 
the work within one year from its commencement, and the cost 
will be about £18,000. On certain conditions it will be within 
the option of the Corporation to purchase the undertaking. The 
Corporation under the scheme will receive £2,100, this sum 
having been expended by them in connection with the electric 
lighting order. 

Italy.—Application has been made for a concession to 
put down a plant to utilise the water power of the River Dora 


Riparia, at S. Ambrogio, Turin, in the generation of electrical 
energy. It is estimated that about 850 н.р. is available. 


Keynsham,—The Keynsham Electric Light and Power 
Co. intends to apply to the B. of T. for a prov. order to light the 
R.D. by electricity. 7 

Kidderminster.—The local electricity supply company 


has reduced the price of energy to 44d. per unit, as from the New 
Year. 


Lees.—The U.D.C. has sent a deputation to the Elec- 


tricity Committee of Oldham Т.С, relative to the supply of 
electricity from Oldham. It was explained by the deputation 
that the U.D.C. had got a prov. order which it was desired 
should be transferred to the Corporation in a manner similar to that 
in which the Tramways Order had been transferred. The Town 


Clerk said that the only thing the Corporation could do was to 


supply Lees as a local authority in bulk at the Oldham boundary. 
Eventually a sub-committee was appointed to confer with the 
U.D.C. : 


Liverpool.—Mr. A. Bromley Holmes has submitted a 
report to the E.L. Committee of the Corporation, in which 
he estimates that the output of the supply stations for the year 
1903 will exceed that of the preceding year by the following 
percentages :—For lighting, 20 per cent.; for power, 60 per 
cent. ; for tramways, 5 percent. The increase in the demand for 
the past four years, expressed in the equivalent number of 16-с.р. 
lamps, has been:—For the year 1900, 30,500 increase; for 1901, 
31,500; for 1902, 39,900; and for 1903 (partly estimated), 40,000 
increase. The connections to the supply mains for lighting and 
power (exclusive of tramways) at the commencement of the current 
year were equivalent to 221,000 16-с.р. incandescent lamps. Mr. 
Bromley Holmes states that it is necessary for the Committee to 
consider what extensions will be required to meet the demand for 
electrical energy for the years 1904-5. The capacity of the present 
generating plant is as follows: — Lister Drive station, 6,300 KW., D.C., 
and 2,100 KW., н.т.; Pumpfields station, 8,400 Kw., р.с.; Highfield 
Street, 1,100 KW., D.O. ; Paradise Street, 1,750 xw., p.c. ; Charters 
Street (destructor), 400 KW., D.C.; Oldham Place, 1,500 KW., D. o.; 
Lark Lane, 500 KW., р.с.; Gateacre, 140 Kw., р.с.; Smithdown 
Road (destructor), 200 KW., D.C., and 200 KW., н.т.; Cobb’s Quarry 
(destructor) 350 KW., D..; Lavrock Bank (destructor), 400 KW., 
D.C., and 200 KW., H..; Fairclough Lane (sub-station), 800 KW., 
H.T.; Lodge Lane (sub-station), 200 kw., н.т.; Garston (destructor), 
250 KW., D.C. 

The stations at Pumpfields and Lister Drive supply energy for 
lighting and tramways at 230 and 500 volts respectively. The 
smaller stations supply for lighting at the same pressure. To 
deal with the out-lying districts, and to supplement the supply in 
the central districts where the exising stations are fully loaded, 
energy at 6,000 volts is supplied by the Lister Drive station. This 
is transformed down at the four sub-stations. No more steam plant 
can be installed in the existing power stations in the central 
districts. The suggested extensions for 1904 are as follows:—At 
Fairclough Lane, an addition to the building and 2,000 Kw. trans- 
forming plant. At Oldham Place, an addition to the building and 
2,000 kw. transforming plant. At Rice Lane, the construction of a 
sub-station to contain transforming plant of 800 xw. At Cobb's 
Quarry, 500 Kw. transforming plant. At Smithdown Road, 400 kw. 
transforming plant. It will also be necessary to order boilers, 
engines, generators, and accessories for the second section of the 
Lister Drive station. Should the Corporation decide on tramway 
extensions in the Garston or Gatacre districts further generating 
plant will be necessary at these stations, 


Leicestershire and Warwickshire.—The promoters 
of the Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Act have 
given notice of their intention to apply to Parliament for an 
extension of time in which to carry out the order. 


London.—Crry.—The City Lands Committee has sub- 
mitted a report to the Court of Common Council relative to the 
supply of energy for lighting buildings under its control, asking 
for authority to enter into an arrangement with the Charing Cross 
and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation forthe supply of energy 
at 3d. per unit for lighting and 24d. for power for five years. The 
matter has been referred back to give the City of London Electric 
Lighting Co. the opportunity of tendering. 

It was stated that as a result of the Corporation deciding to obtain 
tenders from the Charing Croes Co. the price of energy had been 
reduced from 8d. to 3d. per unit. But it is further stated that the 
Charing Cross Co. has now withdrawn its offer. 

MARYLEBONE.—The Electric Supply Committee of the B.C. has 
recommended that application be made to the courts for an exten- 
sion of time for the payment of the £1,212,000 awarded by arbi- 
tration as the purchase price of the local property of the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. To relieve the Council of its 
legal difficulties the town clerk is taking the necessary preliminary 
steps for the promotion of a Bill in the next Parliamentary Session. 

Sr. Pancras.—The B.C. has resolved to borrow, subject to the 
sanction of the L.C.C., £23,960 for electric lighting purposes. 

HAMMEBSMITH —The E.L. Committee has decided to instal, at an 
estimated cost of £150, two steam pumps for use in connection with 
the feed-water heater. A trialisto be given atthe new workmen's 
dwellings in Yeldham Road of sixpence-in-the-slot electric meters. 
24 meters are to be ordered. 

SuHoREDITCH.—The B.C. has sanctioned the expenditure of 
£494, the estimated amount for mains extensions, &c., to meet the 
demand for a largely increased supply of energy (3,500 lamps of 
8 с.р.) to the Britannia Theatre. | 

_BERMONDSEY.—Permission has been received by the B.C. from 
the L.C.C. to lay mains through Southwark Park. The Baths 
Committee has agreed to take water from the artesian wells at 
the electricity works at 4d. per 1,000 gallons. A total of 21,660 
8-c P. lamps have been applied for by private consumers up to date, 
or including public lighting 24,512. This is 12,012 lamps in excess 
of the capacity of the present plant. 

THe MxTROTOL TITAN AsyLUMs Boarp has decided to light 
the Fountain Hospital by electricity, and to obtain the necessary 
energy from the Grove Hospital. The extension of plant to be pro- 
vided at the latter for lighting the Fountain Hospital will be 
obtained from the makers of the plant at present installed. 


Longford.—A Committee has been appointed by the 


town to report upon the possibility of laying down an electric 


lighting plant on the Shannon for the lighting of the town. 
| 


Maidstone.—The U.D.C. has received the sanction of 
the L.G.B. to the borrowing of £1,770 for the purposes of the elec- 
tricity undertaking. 


Melksham.—The U.D.C., which is applying for a prov. 
order for E.L., has engaged Mr. Enright to report upon a scheme 
for lighting the town. 


Newbury.—The Urban Electric Supply Co. has acquired 
the Greenham Flour Mills, of Messrs. Hollands Bros., and will con- 
vert them into an electricity supply works. The Mills are 
situated on the banks of the River Kennet, and water-power will 
be used. 


Newcastle (N. S. W.).—The City Council has resolved to 
extend its electric lighting plant by the addition of a boiler and 
accessories, turbine set, switchboard, &c. 


Newport (Mon.).—We are informed tbat a new station 
for the distribution of electricity is to be erected immediately. 


New York City.—Arising out of a dispute over methods 
of payment, the effort is being renewed to start a municipal lighting 
plant. The present price charged by the Edison Co. for arc lamps 
is $146 a year, against 317:50 per lamp for gas per annum. 


Pollokshaws,—The T.C. has resolved to apply to the 
B. of T. for a prov. order for the lighting of its area by electricity. 
It was reported that a committee of the Council had had an inter- 
view with representatives of the burghs of Rutherglen and Miln- 
gavie, who are interested in the proposals of the Clyde Valley 
Electric Power Co., and as a result of the latter interview, a letter 
was read from the Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. containing 
certain proposals. A letter was also read from the town clerk oí 
Glasgow to the effect that the Electricity Committee of the Cor- 
poration would be prepared to receive a deputation from Pollok- 
shaws on the subject of supplying electricity to the burgh. A 
deputation was accordingly appointed. 


Prestwich.—The Lancashire Agylums Board has decided 
to expend £6,000 on additions to the electric lighting plant at the 
asylum. 


Richmond.—The Richmond Electric Lighting Co. has 
resolved to wire consumers’ premises free of initial cost, cn payment 
of a rental of from 44d. per lamp per quarter, the occupier having 


the right to purchase the installation at any time. The company 


will also undertake to wire premises and supply fittings on the hire- 
purchase! system, 
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Pontypridd.—The D.C. has decided to adopt a free 
wiring system. 

St. Albans.— The T.C. has decided to apply to the 
B. of T. for an order enabling it to transfer its order for 


electric lighting to the Bt. Albans and District Electric Supply Co. 


The company will repay the Corporation's costs up to £400, and the 
Council will have the option of purchasing the undertaking at the 
end of 14 years and each successive seven years. 


Salford.—A loan of £5,000 has been applied for by the 
T.C. to cover the cost of laying cables, &c., for supplying energy to 
the district included in the Prestwich E.L. order. 


Strabane.—The U.D.C. recently obtained sanction for a 
loan of £13,000 from the L.G.B. for the erection of a gas plant, but 
in view of the Ulster Electric Power Co. seeking power to erect a 
generating station in the ares, it has been resolved to consult an 
engineer as to the advisability of commencing the erection of its 
proposed gasworks. | 

Stone (Staffs.).— The U.D.C. has resolved not to consent 
to the application of the Southern District Electricity Corporation 
for a prov. order for electric lighting in the Council's ares. 


Sunbury.—The U.D.C. has decided to raise no objection 
to the application for a prov. order for E.L. by Edmundson's 
Corporation on condition that the compulsory area should be 
extended, that the Council shall have the option of the purcbase of 
the undertaking at the end of seven years asa going concern, at the 
end of 14 years at cost price plus 15 per cent., at the end of 21 


years at cost price plus 10 per cent., and st the end of 28 years at 


cost price; and that the company enter into an agreement to supply 
energy for public lighting at a fixed sum, less than the present cost 


of gas. | 


Tunbridge Wells.—The T.C. has received & com- 
munication from a gentleman stating that he and a few influential 
friends would be willing to purchase the electricity works, giving 
£10,000 profit beyond the cost already incurred by the Corporation. 
The cost of the works has been £80,000. Colonel Holland, the 
president of the Ratepayers’ League—a body which took a 
prominent part in advocating the sale of the municipal telephones 
—favours the proposed disposal of the undertaking. The T.C. has 
yet to consider the offer. 


Widnes.—A special meeting of tbe T.C. has been called 
for December 21st, to pasa a resolution that application be made to 
the B. of T. for a prov. order for amending the Widnes electric 
lighting order, 1901. The amendment asks for an extension of 
time to'complete the works, and, if granted, the order will probably 
be handed over to a company. 


Wiltshire.— The С.С. has resolved to expend £5,000 on 
installing the electric light in the county asylum. : 


Wroxall.—The Isle of Wight Electric Light and Power 


Co. bas decided, to light the district, and it is proposed to adopt the 


overhead wire system, ae the estimated revenue from the district 
will not warrant the laying down of cables. 


Wycombe.—The T.C. has offered to light a new building 
estate with electricity if the owners will supply the columns, and to 
pu an arc lamp outside the Town Hall, and to light incan- 

escent lamps in other parts of the town. 


ELEOTRIO TRAOTION NOTES. 


Beckenham.—The.U.D.C. at its last meeting considered 
а recommendation from the Tramways Committee that the over- 
head system be adopted for the tramways. A motion, however, was 
carried asking the B.E.T. Co. upon what terms, if any, they would 
consent to the conduit system. 


Chicago.—An elaborate system for handling the bulk of 
the goods traffic in the heart of this city is designed to be in opera- 
tion by July next. Contracts have been awarded for 50 electric 
motors and 1,500 freight cars for use in tbe tunnels now under con- 
struction, and on which $5,000,000 have been already expended out 
of an estimated total cost of $20,000,000. The tunnels will be con- 
nected with 38 important freight yards, aud as each car has a capacity 
of 6 tons, it is expected to handle about 100,000 tons а day. An 
extensive system of telephones is also being installed in connection 
with the tunnele, the whole work being done by the Telephone 
Construction Oo., of which Mr. George W. Jackson is manager and 
engineer. | 

Bast Ham.—The Tramways Committee of the U.D.C. 
are to visit Hastings to inspect the motor double-decked omnibuses 
running there. x 


Glasgow.—The Sub-Committee recommend to the parent 
Committee of the tramways the purchase of a purifier for Pinkston 
power station, and the deputation from the Committee saw the 
Harriz-Anderson water purifier in operation at the power station of 
the Newcastle Electric Supply Co., Ltd., Wallsend. It is to cost 
between £1,400 and £1,500, but the general manager of the tram- 
ways estimates that it will save not less than £500 a year, and 
remove the necessity for considering an additional water supply for 


Pinkston boilers. The parent Committee has continued considera- 
tion of the recommendation. 

A red spot or band is to be placed on all electric and gas lamps at 
the tramway stopping places, so that these may be observed 
as clearly as possible after dark by intending passengers. Arrange- 
ments are also being made for fitting 100 cars with illuminated 
аа signs оп the sides, similar to the signs оп the ends of 
the cars. 

The Tramways Committee have to receive a deputation 
from the T.C. of Kirkintilloch on the question of extending tbe cars 
to that burgh. 

The Committee received a deputation from the T.C. of Barrhead 
on the question of the proposed car extensions to that burgh. 

Following upon a deputation of the Tramways Committee visiting 
England with regard to the covering of the upper decks of cars, a 
report has bean drawn up on the subject. It stated that the 
question of car-top coverings in Glasgow was governed by the 
height of existing bridges. Ifa top covering similar to those in 
Liverpool were fitted on to Glasgow standard cars, the clear head- 
way from rail to bridge with Glasgow's centre running trolley 
would require to be 16 ft. 112 in., which admitted of a6 ft. ceiling on 
the upper deck. Supposing the passengers could put up with a 
5 ft. 8 in. ceiling they would still require a clear headway of 
16 ft. 72 in. Unfortunately, there were only two, or at most, three 
of the tramway routes in Glasgow in the operation of which the cars 
did not require to under bridges considerably less than 
16 ft. 6 in. high. In all, 15 railway and canal bridges were too 
low to admit of top coverings on the cars. By way of experiment, 
the Tramways Committee have authorised the general manager to 
have one or two standard cars fitted with coverings of the most 
е design. These will be tried on the Paisley Road or Park- 

route. 


Gourock.—The unsuitability of the lifeguards presently 
used on the electric cars of the Greenock and Port Glasgow Tram- 
ways Oo. formed the subject of discussion at a meeting of the 
Gourock Town Council on 26th ult. 


Kansas City.—This last important American stronghold 
of the cable-car system has capitulated in favour of electricity. 
Cable cars were at first icularly successful here on account of 
the severe local gradients, but municipal enterprise has gradually 
levelled these natural obstacles, and improved methods of electrical 
engineering now demonstrate that the use of electricity 18 far more 
economical. There are now in the city only 32 miles of cable tram- 
ways ав compared with 215 miles of electrical lines constructed, or 
under construction. A great economy is to be effected by the com- 
pletion of a central power house on the Missouri River, where 
alternating current will be generated, and stepped down by rotary 
transformers at sub-stations. 


London.—Lonpon County Councit.—At the meeting 
on Tuesday, the Highways Committee presented a report relating 
to the proposed reconstruction on the conduit system of 22} miles 
of line, of which iculars were given in this journal a short time 
ago, and which sre at present leased to the North Metropolitan Tram- 
ways Co. Tbe work of making trial holes was being proceeded 
with, but it was desirabla to obtain the approval of the Board of 
Trade and the borough councils concerned in order that the con- 
tracts might be arranged as soon as the estimates were ready. It 
was decided to submit the plans for the sanction of the Board and 
the borough councils, and also to forward copies to the tramway 
company. ` 

The Council postponed for a week the consideration of a report 
proposing the expenditure of £64,000 for the purpose of acquiring 
property adjoining the projected generating station for the tram- 
ways at Pimlico. It is not expected that the site will be actually 
required for about two years, but it is considered desirable to 
arrange for the purchase of the additional property at the present 
time. 

Pappinaton.—A letter from the І, С.С. asking for consent to a 
tramway from the Marble Arch to Cricklewood, and a contribution 
of one-third the expense of the necesssry street wideninge, was 
before the B.C. on Tuesday. The Joint Committee which had con- 
sidered the matter, recommended that dissent be expressed to any 
line in the Edgware Road. Aftera prolonged debate this recom- 
mendation was rejected, and a motion was carried to the effect that 
the B.C. would consider the scheme if the L.C.C. agreed to bear the 
whole of the cost of the street widenings. 

At the South-Western Court on Tuesday, Mr. R. Moffat Ford 
applied for the adjournment of his summonses against the L C.C., 
charging them with allowing their electric tramways to exceed the 
limit of twelve miles an hour. He said that it was the intention of 
the Highways Committee to submit a recommendation to the 
Council at their next sitting on the subject of the speed of their 
cars. | 


New York.—The congested street traffic in New York 
City is being gradually alleviated. The greatest stress of recent 
years has been at Brooklyn Bridge, and never a week passes but 
some untoward circumstance impedes the regular traffic for an hour 
or more at a time. Four new loops have just been made at the 
New York end of the bridge, so that the Brooklyn trolley cars can 
now be loaded and unloaded more expeditiously, the total capacity 
being now 35,000 passengers per hour, a calculation which does not 
include those conveyed by the elevated railroad to the remoter 
parts of Brooklyn. At present the regulations do not admit of 
more than 280 cars being operated upon the track per hour, a bead- 
way of 102 ft. being insisted upon, the surface cars coming over 
on the north side of the bridge and returning vid ths southern 
metals. The new Williamsburg Bridge, wbich, when completed, 
will bave a greater carrying capacity than the Brooklyn Bridge, 
will be opened in a few days’ time, but so far no arrangements have 
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been made for cars to'crosslit. Another improvement now being 
introduced is the utilisation!of the police for the regulation of the 
traffic at busy crossings, in the manner so familiar to Londoners. 
Hitherto there has been no regulation of this kind except where 
car tracks cross each other, in which case it has been customary for 
the traction companies to employ a signalmaa. 


Penarth.—A private company is applying to the B. of T. 
for powers: to construct electric tramways in the town. The pro- 
posed lines‘will join the Cardiff system. 


Plymouth.—The T.C. is seeking powers to construct 
four sdditionalilines of electrio tramways in the town. 


 iSalford.—The T.C. has applied for a loan of £5,500 


for cars, outer deck covers, &c. 


Spain.—It is stated that an English company will shortly 
present a project to the Department of Public Works for the con- 


struction of an electric tramway between Alicante and the principal 
towns of the province. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Glasgow Telephones.—Mr. Bennett’s wish to retire 
from the dual position of general manager was considered by a sub- 
committee of the Telephone Committee lest week, and it was agreed 
to recommend that Mr. Bennett be continued as general manager 
till the end of the present financial year, and thereafter as consult- 
ing engineer to the department, the vacancy of general manager to 
be filled by the promotion of Mr. John Macfee, the present assistant 
manager. Mr. John M'Callum, who at present is cashier of the 
department, is recommended for promotion to be assistant manager 
and cashier. 


The Non-delivery of a Telegram.— Owing to the 
immunity with which the Postmaster-General, as a servant of the 
Crown, carries out the duty of receiving and transmitting tele- 
graphic messages, cases never arise in this country in which he is 
charged with negligence in the performance of his duty. It is 
otherwise in the United States, where the right to send messages 
in this way is in the bands of private companies, which, in many 
States of the Union, can be sued for damages for loss and breach 
of contract. A writer in an American law paper—the Central Law 
Journal—in drawing attention to the American law upon this ques- 
tion, has recently shown that the interpretation put by the American 
Courts upon the term “consequential damages " involves the tele- 
graph companies in very serious responsibilities. It appears that 
in the States a telegraph company is a common carrier of intelli- 
gence, and owes a general duty under the law, to both sender and 


“sender”: to transmit and deliver messages accurately and within 


a reasonable time. Naturally a large proportion of its business 
consists in forwarding messages of a social character, of sickness, 
death, &c. Although there is a well-settled principle of the law that 
damages cannoß be recovered for mental suffering and injury to 
the feelings alone, when no other species of damage is proved, yet 
in suits against telegraph companies the Courts have not, in all the 
States, strictly adhered to this rule, but have sometimes granted 
damages for injury to the feelings in cases where no other legal 
damages have been proved. Ina case which was heard in North 
Carolina, the action was for failure to deliver a message; the 
complaint showed that the telegram was sent by the plaintiff's 
sister who was left in charge of his house, that ite cost was prepaid 
out of the plaintiff's money, and that it was directed to his father, 
at whose house plaintiff was stopping, the message being: — Tell 
Henry to come home. Lou is bad sick." The Court sustained the 
action, sayirg that the plaintiff was able to sue on either of two 
grounds—first, that the render was his agent; or, second, that the 
message was for his use and benefit, and that he might recover 
damages for bia mental anguish and suffering. In Kansas, however, 
there has been & direct decision that euch damages are not recover- 
able. While we cau scarcely wish tbat our own telegraph autho- 
rities should be burdened with as great a responsibility as this, it 
migbt work well for the public benetit to impose some liability upon 
them for gross negligence. 


Northampton Telephones.—We are informed that a 
short time ago Mr. F. F. Bennett, of Manchester, was invited to 
attend before a ccmmittee of the Northampton Corporation; that 


bodv is now considering a scheme of telephony which Mr. Bennett 
submitted. 


Spanish Telephones.— Work is about to be commenced 
on the establishment of telephonic communication between Bilbao 
and Santander. The facilities thus offered will be of great advan- 
tage to the iron ore industry. 


Wireless Telegraphy.— During last week the first of a 
series of experiments in the working of the De Forest system of 
wireless telegraphy has been carried on with very successful resulta 
between Howth (near Dublin) and Holyhead. Messages were trans- 
mitted at the rate of from 30 to 35 words a minute from Howth to 
Holyhead, where representatives of the Post Office, War Office and 
Admiralty had assembled to witness the experiments. The elec- 
tric power was generated by a small 2-н.р. petrol engine producing 


electricity at ^00 volts pressure, which, by means of transformers, 
was raised to £0,000 volts, 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES: — INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
F ee ee eo eo oe Мау 5, 1903 ee ee 
Bi. Lucia-Martinique . 5% és n» „ Мау 7, 1903 .. sx 
Anjer-Kalianda . ee ` өө е» ae ee Ang. 2, 1903 ee ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro T T T oe oe Aug. 18, 1909 - ee 
Вз. Lucia-B*. Vincent әв ee oe .. Sept. 19, 1903 .. ^. 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)- Camaran “a d . Oct. Eè E 


22, 1902 
Paramaribo- Cayenne os è ee s .. Feb. 28,1908 .. os 


New York-Hayti © “Р . April 18, 1908 .. sè 

Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ee ve ee es Aug. 27, 1901 .. oe 

Tourane-Amoy @e ee ee е» ee Nov. 10, 1908 ee oe 

Lagos- Brass ee ee se 2e ee Nov. 14, 1993 ee ee 

ÜTenedos-Chio .. 4% $us S^ .. NOV, 25, 1903 . Nov. 29 
LANDLINES, ` 

Indo-European .. „ тв T .. Nov. 26, 1903 .. Nov. 27 


——— —— 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


| OPEN. 
Bermondsey.—December 15th. Water-tube boilers, 
coal plant, piping. See Official Notices" to-day. - 


Brighton. — December 7th. Six water-tube boilers, 
piping, tanks, and sundry other steam plant, for the Southwick 
power station. See ‘ Official Notices” November 6th. 


Crewe.—December 4th. Wiring the new municipal 
offices. See “Official Notices" Ncvember 20th. 


Enniscorthy.—January 20th. Electric lighting and 
pumping plant (seven sections), for the Lunatic Asylum. See 


Official Notices ” to-day. 


Erith.—Decemb2r 21st. 
Official Notices " to-day. 


Great Western Railway.—December 7th. Water-tube 
boilers, engines, three-phase generators and auxiliary plavt, for the 
Park Royal power station. See “ Official Notices” November 6th. 


Govan.—December 28th. Coal bunkers, conveyor, and 
electric capstan. See '' Official Notices " to-day. 


King's Norton and Northfield.— Cables for the tram- 
ways. Bee “Official Notices" November 27th. - 

L.C.C.—December 8tb. Electric wiring of five sub- 
stations and three tramway car-shede. Вее Official Notices 
November 13th. 

L.C.C.— December 8th. Four 3,000-Kw. three-phase 
generators, with exciters, for the Greenwich tramway power station. 


* Assisted ” wiring work. See 


See Official Notices November 13th. 


I. C. C.— January 19th, 1904. Six electrically-driven 
three-throw boiler feed pumps for Greenwich power station. See 
“ Official Notices November 20th. 

N. E. Railway.— December 7th. Tenders for six months’ 
supply of telegraph apparatus, wire, and stores, are wanted by the 
secretary of the company at York. 

Pontypridd.—December 24th. Free wiring tenders; 
also tramcars. See Official Notices to-day. 


Preston.—December 12th. Traction switchboard and 
accessories. See Official Notices November 13tb. 


Stockport.—December 10th. Distributing cable. See 
“ Official Notices” to-day. 


Stockton-on-Tees.— December 15th. Motor-hiring pro- 
posals. See “Official Notices" to-day. 

Sydney (N. S. W.). December 30th. Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. See this column for November 6th. 


Trimdon Grange (Durham). — December 7tb. The 
owners of East Hetton, Trimdon, and Trimdon Grange Collieries, 
invite tenders for 12 monthe’ supply of electric light fittings, &c. 
Particulars and conditions from the store-keeper, Trimdon Grange 
Colliery Co., Darham. 

Walthamstow.— January Ist. Permanent way, рав 
plant, engines, dynamoer, batteries, switchboard, cablee, overhead 
equipment, &c., for 11 miles of line. See Official Notices" tc- -day. 


Warrington.—December 14tb. А year’s supply of 
earthenware ducts. See ‘Official Notices” to-day. 


Wimbledon.—December Stb. Water-softening and 
storage plant. See Official Notices” November 20th. 


OLOSED. 


Blackpool.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 


British Westinghouse Co. for the supply of a 450-Kw. traction set 
for t^e electricity works. 


Continued on page 912. 
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BLAST FURNACE GAS POWER PLANT AT 
ILSEDER IRON WORKS (GERMANY). 


THE managers of the Ilseder Iron Works were early alive 
to the possibilities of economy to be derived from the use of 


^ 


good demand for electrical energy in the works them- 
selves and in the mines from which the supply of iron ore is 
obtained, and also for driving rolling mills at Peine, nearly 
four miles distant, where the iron produced at Ilseder is 
manufactured. The circumstances were, therefore, particu- 


ILSEDER IRON Works. 


gas engines fed with blast furnace gas. There are three 
furnaces-at these works, which yield an average output of 
220 tons of iron per day, and a fourth is being erected ; the 
gas is of a very uniform quality, and is available in abund- 
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larly favourable for the utilisation of the blast furnace gases 
for the generation of electrical energy ; but before proceeding 
with this, two gas-driven blowing engines, of 500 H.P. 
each, were put down in place of the previously existing steam 


ILSEDER IRON WORKS: GENERAL VIEW OF ENGINE Room. 


ance. а, Coul of a'qualitv:enitable for steam! raising is very 
dear at Ilseder, owing to the great distance of the works 
from the coal fields; but part of the furnace gases has 
been .used under boilers to raise steam for supplying 
electrical generating plant of 1,830 HP. There is a 


blowers, as the former use only one-fifth as much gas as; the 


= 
latter, leaving the remainder available for the electrical 


plant. 
The designs were prepared for a load of 6,000 H.P., with 
facilities for extension (to 412,000.H.P. The engine room, 
F 
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of which we give a view, consists of two bays, each provided 
with a 26-ton travelling crane, and measures over all 
147 ft. x 214 ft., with a height of 56 ft. This room is 
intended to accommodate six generating sets, each rated at 
1,000—1,200 H.P., one of which is shown in the view. 
The building is constructed mainly of ironwork, and is 
extremely well lighted. | : 

The generating set consists of а three-phase alternator of 
the fly-wheel magnet type, driven direct by a pair of gas 
engines, one on each side. 

The engines are of the two-cycle Oechelhaeuser type, each 
having two pistons working in one cylinder, and moving in 
opposite directions at the same time. These pistons are 80 
arranged with regard to the positions of the admission and 
exhaust porte, which they uncover at tbe end of their out- 
ward stroke, that no other valves are necessary (see illus- 


The furnace gas is cleaned by two Theisen centrifugal 
washers, each.of which is designed to free from dust 
25,000 cb. ft. of gas per minute; the power absorbed is 
110 H.P., and the water consumed is 440 lbs. per minute. 

The main switchboard is mounted on a gallery, and is of 
the low-pressure type, containing only the measuring instru- 
mente, and the handles of the switches. All the high- 
pressure apparatus is securely housed in a locked room. 

Most of the electrical energy generated is transmitted to 
the mines and therolling mills ; the latter are driven entirely 
by this means, even the rolling milla being coupled to elec- 
tromotors, with entirely satisfactory resulte, "There appears 
to be no task which the motor is not competent to perform. 

The whole forms an excellent example of what might be 
done in many a British works, and we hope that it will not 
be mach longer. ere: this is done. Whatiare we waiting for? 


OLDHAM ELECTRICITY Works: VIEW OF 1,200-н.р. LIGHTING AND TRACTION SET, WITH CHANGE-OVER SwitcH Box. 


tration on p. 409 of the current volume). A pump isdriven 
by an extension of the piston-rod of the back piston, and 
forces the gas and air respectively into the admission ports 
at a pressure of a few pounds per sq. in.; compression 
takes place when the pistons approach one another on the 
inward stroke. Regulation of speed is effected by varying 
the quality of the mixture of gas and air. 

The plant was installed by the German Power-Gas Co., of 
Berlin, a concern formed by the Siemens & Halske and the 
Union Electricity Companies to acquire the patent rights 
relating to the Oechelhaeuser engine. The combination is a 
carious one, seeing that since its formation Messrs. Siemens and 
Halske have joined hands with the Schuckert Co., while the 
Union Co. has thrown in ite lot with the Allgemeine Elek- 
trioitäts Gesellschaft. 

The alternator is driven at 125 r.p.m., and generates at 
10,000 volte, 50 cycles per second. The irregularity factor 
at full load is 1 : 350, and the fly-wheel effect is 2,500 foot- 
tons. The fly-wheel shaft is connected with the two crank- 
shafts by couplings, so that either engine may be used to 
drive the alternator while the other is laid idle, if necessary. 

The alternator rans perfectly in parallel with the existing 
steam-driven generators, even when only one of the engines 
is used—a severe trial. The governors of the engine are 
electrically controlled from the switchboard, to facilitate 
paralleling. — 
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THE GREENHILL ELECTRICITY WORKS. 
OLDHAM CORPORATION. 


(Concluded from page 867.) 


THE exhaust from each engine is led into a barometric 
condenser of suitable capacity, six of these having been 
supplied by Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox. They are placed in 
a small central bay, between the two main bays of the engine 
room. 

Each engine has thus its own condenser, but the exhaust 
is also connected through an automatic valve, to one of the 
two main exhaust pipes, situated in the basement of each 
bay, and leading through the feed-water heaters to the 
atmospheric exhaust in the chimney. 

The barometric condensers were made by Messrs. W. Н. 
Allen & Son, and the condensing chambers are placed on 
stand pipes at about 30 ft. above the engine room floor level : 
the condensed steam and water are discharged down the stand 
pipe intoa tank in the basement. 

The injection water for the condensers is supplied by motor- 
driven centrifugal pumps, which, with the necessary switch- 
gears, are also of Messrs. Allen’s make. 

The larger sets are provided with L 8 size, Conqueror 
centrifugal pumps coupled to four-pole, 410-volt motors, 
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taking 30 amperes at ‘a speed of 540 revolutions, and the 
smaller sets are L:6 size pumps, with 410-volt motors, 
teking 14 amperes at a speed of 675: revolutions ` рег. 
minute. The pump delivery pipes are carried up to the 
condensing chambers, into which they deliver tangentially. 
The engine exhausts pass through oil separators of Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox make. which are situated above the 
central gallery between the two engine room bays, and 


OLDHAM: MARINE-TYPB Daypack BOILERS. | 


finally up into the pear-shaped condensing chambers at about 
roof level. Vapour discharge pipes from the tank in the 
basement are provided to carry off any air from the condenser 
di 

These condensers are considered to be more economical 
both in power and space, occupied than the ordinary jet or 
surface condenser. The arrangement of barometric con- 
densers, oil separators, centrifugal -pumps and switch-boxes 
is clearly shown in the illustrations. 

The switch-boxes are clamped to the вш porting pillars of 
the central gallery, and each contains a 
motor starter, shunt regulator, double- 
pole switch and fuses, and ammeter. 

The condenser pumps take water from 
a 30-in. pipe leading from the storage 
tanks under the cooling towers, which 
are to be constructed at the end of the 
boiler house. The water from the con- 
denser discharge tank returns through 
а similar, parallel pipe, leading to a 
pump house, where it will be pumped to 
the top of the cooling towers. 

The pump house will be equipped with 
two motor-driven centrifugal pumps, 
capable of delivering 3,000 and 1,500 
gallons of water per minute respectively 
toa height of 66 ft. 

Two natural draught cooling towers, 
90 ft, in height, will be erected. Each 
is specified to be capable of cooling 
180,000 gallons per hour, 40°, under 
any atmospheric conditions. 

The cooling towers, with all the 
necessary pipework, and three motor- 
driven centrifugal pumps, are being sup- 
plied by Messrs. Arthur Koppel, of 
London. All the pipework, valves, &c., 
in the engine and boiler house, the feed 
pumps and heaters, and the condensing plant has been 
supplied through Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox. >» 

Two distinct 16-in. steam mains, run along the front of 
each row of dry-back oilers in either bay, and are connected 
through the main steam-pipes in the engine house. Two 
12-in, steam mains, also run one on either side of the 
“Climax” boilers, and are connected with one alternate 
l6-in. steam main on either side of the boiler house. 


Separate steam conuections are provided for the We 
pumps, one from either of the two steam mains. All th 
steam pipes are. of mild steel, lap-welded, with heavy 
wrought-iron flanges. — 

Distinct branches to either steam main are provided on 
each boiler, and provided with both stop and non-return 
valves. All the exhaust pipes are of cast-iron, with the 
exception of the bends near the engines, which are of copper, 
with gun-metal flanges. All the valves 
for the steam and exhaust piping were 
supplied by Messrs. Hopkinson, of 
Haddersfield. The oil separators in the 
exhaust pipes are fitted with drains and 
collectors leading to a tank in the 
engine room basement. The oil will there 
be filtered and used again. 

+ Theswitchgear is situated on the gallery 
previously mentioned, about 15 ft. above 
floor level, at the south end of the engine 


room. 

- Both lighting and traction boards are 
provided, and have been supplied by 
Messrs. S. H. Heywood, of Manchester. 
Each board consiste of a front and back 
row of panels, those in front carrying 
the controlling switches and instruments, 
and those behind, the fuses, meters, &c. ) 

The lighting board contains two feeder 
panels, on which provision is made for 
five positive and five negative feeders, each 
of 1,500 amperes capacity, and fitted with 
special knife switches and ammeters, On 
one of the feeder panels two pilot volt- 
meter switches are fitted. «— .— 73 
| | . Three machine panels are provided, one 
for each lighting set, and one arranged to couple either of 
the two larger generating seta in the traction bay to the 
lighting bus-bars. Each machine panel has mounted on it 
two 2,100-ampere E.C.C. circuit-breakers adjusted for maxi- 
mum and minimum cut-out, one ammeter and plugs for 
connecting to в spare bus-bar. 

There are also two station coupling panels for connecting 
this board with the existing lighting board at Rhodes Bank. 
Each of these is fitted with two 2,100-ampere knife switches 
with carbon breaks, an ammeter and plug, for the spare bus-bar. 


OLDHAM: BABOMETBIC CONDENSERS AND PIPE GALLERY. 


The subsidiary board at the back, contains Chamberlain and 
Hookham ampere-hour meters and duplex plug fuses for each 
machine and station coupling panel, also three pilot fuseboards. 

As previously mentioned, there are two sets of bus-bars, 
each having a section of 6 sq. in. Connections can be made 
to either set of bars, and they can be run at different pres- 
sures, No middle wire bus-bar is provided, owing to the 
balancing being done at Rhodes Bank. | 
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The connections between the main and sub-boards and to Capacity, an I. T. E. circuit-breaker and ammeter being fitted 
most of the fittings are of copper bar, painted so as to be in each case. x 
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F GEIL. r. Evxoraicrry Works, OLDHAM: View or LicHTING AND TRACTION SwITCHBOARDS. 


elearly distinguishable. ~ Two] pairs of voltmeters are fixed . A pair of indicating voltmeters are fixed on a bracket 
above the board; one pair is for comparing the dynamo and above the board. 


Fia 1, Fic. 2. 
WALSALL ACCESSORIES, 


bus-bar voltages, and the other for indicating the positive 
and negetive feeding point voltages. 

The traction beard also contains seven panels. Four 
generator panels, each fitted with 2 E.C C. circuit-breakers, | Ka p 
an ammeter in tbe poritive and current indicator in the ' 574 dud 
negative lead, voltmeter plug socket, &c. | | | 

One main coupling feeder return switch and testing panel, Ме; / 
as required by. the Bard of Trude, fitted with a 6,000- | 
ampere negative main disconnecting switch, a voltmeter plug 
socket for comparing tne bus-bar voltages at Rhodes Bank 
and Greenhill, a centre zero ammeter, for indicating the 
direction of the current to or from Rhodes Bank, a maxi- 
mum circuit-breaker coupling the two stations, one 6.000- 
ampere watt-hour meter in the positive bus- bar, one 6,000- 
ampere recording ammeter for registering the total return 
current in the negative bar, and a double scale leakage 
ammeter. 

Ou the two remaining traction feeder panels, provision is 
made for six traction feeders, each of 1,500 amperes WALSALL ACOESSORIES.—FIG 4 
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The subsidiary board contains B.T.H. watt-hour meters 
and duplex plug fuses in each machine circuit, two watt- 
hour -meters (direct and reverse) in the station coupling 
feeder, and the lightning arresters in connection with the 
traction feeder circuits are also arranged behind the main 
board. These boards are substantially built and commend- 
ably simple in their arrangement. | | 

The machines in the traction bay have field regulating 
switches mounted on their magnet frames, and the two 
larger machines, intended for either lighting or traction 
work, have change-over and equalising switches, fixed in а 
special pillar box at the side of the generator. One 
of our illustrations shows such a switch pillar open, 
the switch blades being fixed to a vertical spindle operated 
by the handle at the top; the panels on either side of 
the spindle are connected, one to the lighting and the other 
to the traction switchboard. Access to the cables at the 
back of the panels can be obtained through a door. 

The location of ‘the new electricity works at some dis- 
tance from the original Rhodes Bank station has rendered 
necessary the provision of inter-connecting cables to that 
site, with a view to joining up to the original distribating 
network, which, of course, starts there. 

Owing to the existence of a great width of railway 
between the two sites, ib has been necessary to erect a special 
cable bridge. This is of the lattice girder type, and consists 
of five spans; it was built by Messrs. Cross & Cross, of 
Walsall Provision is made for carrying 32 cables, which 
will be supported on porcelain insulators, and protected by 
corrugated iron casing. These cables are supported on steel 


supports in the basement of the station and laid for a short 


distance along Churchill Street on the solid system. Those 
which are taken across the railway will be carried through a 
tunnel where they will be supported on suitable hangers and 
porcelain insulators to the cable bridge ; on leaving the bridge 
they are laid on the solid system to the Rhodes Bank station. 

All the cables for this work have been supplied by Messrs. 
Glover & Co., Ltd., of Trafford Park, but the laying and 
connecting up has been carried out by the Corporation staff, 
under the supervision of Mr. 8, Wilmott Newington, the 
borough electrical engineer, to whom, in conclusion, we beg to 
acknowledge our indebtedness for assistance kindly given in 
the preparation of this description. We are also indebted to 
Mersrs. Kennedy & Jenkin for the general plan of the 
station, given in onr last issue, 


_ DEVICES AND FITTINGS FOR THE 
CURRENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SEASON. 


(Concluded from page 774.) 


WALSALL ACCESSOBIES. 


We illustrate on page 910 some new specialities and accessories 
recently placed on the market by the Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd., 
of 57, Bridge Street, Walsall, and described in their new catalogues. 
We understand that the company bave a complete list in course of 
preparation, but to bridge over the time whilst this is being com- 
pleted, they have issued several descriptive leaflets for their more 
. important specialities. One of their chief lines of manufacture 
consists of main switches for all purposes, and fig. 4 represents one 
of their new main D.P. switches and fuses. We understand the 
design of these switches is the outcome of many years’ experience and 
experimenting in pursuit of aswitch both electrically and mechanically 
perfect, and they claim that it is a combination of great mechanical 
strength and simplicity of construction. The special feature of 
this switch is the adjusting screw placed between the laminated 
copper contact pieces, which is provided to compensate for wear, 
and to readily adjust the pressure on thé contact studs. The lists 
state that these switches are made in all rangés from 12 to 200 
amperes, both with and without fuses, single.and double-pole. 
They may be mounted either in teak cases with lock and 
key or in cast-iron cases. As the switches are all made to tem- 
plate on special steel mounting plates, the Walsall Electrical Со. 
are doing a large business in unmounted switches for erecting on to 
switchboards direct, ав by making them in quantities the price 
is naturally reduced. Another of the company’s specialities is a 
voltmeter switch which they are making in great quantities, its 
chief feature being smooth working qualities with a high class 
finish. Another advance leaflet is devoted to a cheap type of 
voltmeter and ammeter for switchboard work, and we give an 
illustration (fig. 2) of one of the voltmeters. : 

Among tbe moving-coil instruments shown, for both portable and 
switchboard purposes, a speciality is ap extremely handy combing- 


tion testing set consisting of ammeter ahd voltmeter, of the moving- 
coil type, enclosed in & polished teak case. The ammeter is pro- 
vided with two separate shunts contained within the case and has a 
donble scale, thus giving an extremely орер and variable range in 
the least possible space. Fig. 1 represents the '' Walsall " portable 
moving coil ammeter.. , 

Another line to which the company have given great attention is 
automatic circuit breakers for both minimum and maximam currents 
or for reversal. Fig. 3 shows their S.P. type maximum current circuit 
breaker. The design of these is substantial and they are fitted with 
laminated copper contacts; they have an extremely long break which 
is. not in any way interfered with by the mechanism employed to 
ensure quickness, such as a plunger spring placed between the 
contact studs. These circuit breakers can also be fitted with a 
special device making it impossible for the switch to be closed 
when there is a short-circuit on the line which it is controlling. 

Amongst.other switching devices are time switches for controlling 
town arc lamps, &с.; these we understand are already giving satis- 
faction in several boroughs. The company are also ing a new 
speciality for automatically switching over from one meter to 
another at apy desired time, the amount of current being used by a 
consumer from a supply company, this dividing the amount used into 


a day and night load, which are charged for accordingly, as 


Oorporations and supply companies sometimes find this to be a 


more satisfactory method than the present very vexed question of 


maximum demand and rebate meters. 

The company are making large central station switchboards for 
both traction and lighting purposes, a class of work in which we 
understand they are very busy at present. 


Warn Pods. 


With reference to the Two-pin Wall Plug which is being supplied 
by Messrs. A. Vandam & Co, and was described in our issue of 
October 16th, page 617, the Bergmann Electrical Works, of Farring- 
don Avenue, E.C., write informing us that they have been making 
almost exactly similar plugs for several years, and have sold them 
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in Great Britain and on the Continent, so that they are no new 
invention. The Bergmann Co., we understand, patented its switch 
in Germany, some three years ago (No. 125,766, of 1900), and our 
readers may for themselves compare the two devices by studying 
the accompanying illustrations of the Bergmann plug together 
with the illustration of the Vandam device already given. 


Tur “STRUT” SWITCH AND LAMPHOLDER. 


The. General Contracts Co., Ltd., of 1, Fenchurch Avenue, E. C., and 
other London addresses, are supplying the patent “Strut” switch, 
which is a new departure in the construction of tumbler switches. 


агаа 
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FIG. 1.— THE “STRUT” Switog. 


It has been so devised thatiwhilstlworking with the usual tumbler 
action, the make and break, which is of recognised length, is effected 
by means of a sliding centrepiece, to, which is, attached a flexible 
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metallic band engaging with movable struts placed on either side 
of the centrepiece, working in V-shaped recesses cut in the base. 
A rubbing contact is made by the combination being moved forward 
into laminated contacts, and the break is instantaneous and not 
within the control of the operator, owing to the stored propulsive 
power of the flexible metallic band. It is claimed that perfect 
insulation is secured by the construction of the base, and by cover- 
ing the entire working surface of the switch with mica, The device 
is neat and compact, as none of the working parts protrude beyond 
the ee of the base. Fig. 2 shows a section of the Strut” lamp- 


CONTRACTS CLOSED. 


(Continued from page 906.) 
Battersea.—The E.L. Committee recommends the 


acceptance of the offer of Messrs. Pape. & Co. to д sos edem 
necessary pumping plant, including steel tubes, 
having steel flanges welded on to the tu 

supplied by the Council, for the sum of £521. 


tou foundations fo 


25-AMPERE D.P. SWITCH AND CHINA 
REPLACEMENT FUSE. 


Fic. 2.—-"SrRuT" SWITCH. 


„% MurTUM " SWITCH. 


Messas. Warp & (GoLDSTONE'S ÁCCESSORIES. 


holder, which possesses the good features outlined above, with the 
additional advantage of a tumbler movement for making and break- 
ing contact. 


Dining TABLE LIGHTING. 


Messrs. D. H. Bonnella & Son, Ltd., of 58 & 60, Mortimer Street, 
Cavendish Square, W., are placing on the market & new arrange- 
ment for dining table lighting. 

It consists of an undercloth which is placed ander the ordinary 
white table cloth. This undercloth is formed by a lower cloth of 
baize, into which are sewn at regular intervals strips of metallic 
braiding, alternately connected at one end, the whole terminating 
in a length of flexible cord, which can be attached to a floor plug. 
Upon this undercloth is sewn an upper cloth (specially treated on 
the under side with a coating of india-rubber, which renders it 
waterproof), entirely enclosing the rows of metallic braiding. The 
colour of this upper cloth is fast so that should any liquid be 
upset the dye will not stain the table cloth. An ivory connector, 
with two sharp metallic points is attached to the fitting which it is 
desired to illuminate with flexible cord, it only being necessary to 
press the points through the white table cloth into the undercloth 
to make connection. A connector can also be attached to the 
underside of the fitting, permanently, if desired, doing away 
entirely with the use of flexible cord. The great advantage claimed 
for this arrangement is that it enables a light to be taken from any 
point on the table and that without any damage to the cloth. 


Prism GLoBEs. 


The British Prism Globe Electrical Co., Ltd, of 145, Norfolk 
Street, Sheffield, have brought out a new fully illustrated catalogue 
of their Prism globes. They say that their globe has frequently 
been fixed without any regard to the claims made for it, which is 
unfortunate, seeing that the question of illuminative effect rests 
with the design and form of the lamp used within the globe, 
and the life of the globe largely depends upon the fixing. As 
the result of exhaustive experiments lately carried out, the 
company have obtained a lamp which they consider satisfactory 
when used with the Prism globe. They have therefore stan- 
dardised their globe and lamp, and in future for street or outside 
fittings, no globe will be sold as a separate fitting, except for 
renewals in the case of breakages. A set of fittings will comprise 
the carrier, insulator ring, holder lamp and globe, and a very large 
stock has been prepared. The catalogue gives illustrations of a 
variety of arc and incandescent pillars, lamp-posts, cradles and 
carriers for incandescent lamp-posts, ornamental arms and brackets, 
tops for existing lamp pillars, &c. 


Messrs. WARD & GonpsrTONE's Bwrrcnrs. 


Messrs. Ward & Goldstone, Dutton Street, Manchester, send us 
particulars of several of their specialties for this season which they 
are now manufacturing at their new works. One of the above illustra- 
tions shows their type B 25-ampere D.P. switch which is strongly 
and compactly put together; the finish is excellent and the metal 
parts are ample; it is mounted on enamelled slate and sells in 
polished teak case at a moderate price. It is also made with China re- 
placement fuses, one of which we illustrate. Another specialty is the 
" Multum" switch, which is also type B pattern mounted on 
English porcelain with solid china walls between contacta, and is 
arranged for the No. 80 china replacement fuse carrier. This switch 
is well adapted for main currents, motor circuits, &c. The illus- 
tration shows one pole without the fuse carrier. Messrs. Ward and 
Goldstone also make a specialty of main'switches in cast-iron cases, 
main fuses in cast-iron cases, and their well-known fuseboard with 
visible fuse wire in cast-iron or teak|cases. 


Brighton.—The Corporation Tramways Committee has 
accepted the tender of Dick, Kerr & Co, for the supply of 10 tram- 
cars at £5,100, and that of the Brush Co. for a similar number of 
cars at £5, 085. 


Gloucester,—The T.C. has accepted the following 


tenders :— 


India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Co., Lid., for converting 
a booster into a APR ea т 160. 

Callender's Cable Co., Ltd., for new distributing cable, £298, and cable laying 
for the tramways, £567. 

Brush Electrica] Engineering Co., 10 cars at £268 eac 

Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., electrical equipment of 10 i £176 each. 


Gravesend.—The British Westinghouse Co. has secured 
the contract for the supply of a 100-x w. steam dynamo for the Qor- 
poration. The set will ccnsist of a Westinghouse generator driven 
by a Belliss & Morcom steam engine of standard running 
at 475 r.p.m. It will be shunt and compound-wound, and will give 
460—550 volts according to the arrangement of the windings. 


Ilford.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of Mr. 
R. H. Steele for installing the electric light in Loxford and Horne 
Schools, at £370, 


London.—The City of London Electric Lighting Co. 
has recently placed with the British Westinghouse Со, an order for 
another 1,800-kw. direct current shunt-wound generator, to be 
mounted direct on the shaft of the drivi engine. This machine 
wil run at 75 r.p.m. and will be practically a duplicate of several 
other 1,800 xw. machines which the British Westinghouse Co. has 
has supplied to the same station. 


Metropolitan Asylums Board. — On Saturday the 
M.A.B. received the following tenders for tho installation of tels- 
phones at the Darenth Asylum: 


Dewhirst, P., 24, Birley жэ dn p t ——  Ó 
Mackrill, E. P., '& Sons “6 "n А 
Hodgson, F rederick, ry Oo. .. M 75 ee 
Cox-Walkers . »9 
Private Wire & Telephone Installation Со.; Ltd. * 
Defries, W de - 
New Bystem Private Telephone Co., Ltd, T зә 
Western Electric Со. . 2 
Wippell Bros. & Row .. os 

Weston, G., & Sons «ә uy 

Sax. Julius, & Co., es: 

Ward Bros. Р : 

Rider, H. G., & Co. 

British Home & Office ое Telephone | Co. 

Saunders, W. H., & Co 4 

Comyn, Ching & Co., L td. 

Durant, B. & R. 

Fuller, Macleod & Co., Ltd. 

Jackson Bros. 

Donnison, Sillem & Co. 

Smith, Albert á Vy ES 9» 
National LC NEN Co., Ltd. д> + * ь 
Coleby, F ", J. & Co. =. "- 7 


The 3 s еу Was 2240. 


Middlesex. — On Thursday of last week the 
Council placed an order for the construction of a light railway 
the High Street, Harlesden, with Messrs. J. G. White 4 Co, 4 
as an extra, on scheduled prices, but not to exceed £3,855 to 
present contract for the construction of railway No. 5. 
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Paisley.— Тһе Corporation has placed a contract for one 
600-kw. traction: and lighting generator with Mesum Brace 


Peebles & Co., Ltd, 
Googie 
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Shoreditch.—The B.C. received the following tenders on 
Tuesday for the supply of 300 yds. 1-in. triple-concentric lead- 
- covered cables :— 


British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. (accepted). £881 


W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 845 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd... ЗР Р - e... 870 
W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works, Ltd. es m .. ВТ 


Sunderland and District Tramways.—Messrs. Bruce 
Peebles & Co., Ltd., have secured the contract for the complete 
equipment of 1,000 н.р. for the power house; complete overhead 
equipment for 19 miles of track ; 60 complete electric equipments 
for double-deck tram cars, as well as the cars. The value of the 
contract is £81,000. 


. FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Saturday, December 5th.—At 7.30 p.m. Glasgow Technical Col- 
lege Scientific Society. Mr. W. H. Booth on Super- 

eat.” | 

Tuesday, December 8th.—At 8 p.m. Faraday Society. Meeting at 
the I. E. E. Papers to be read :— 

“ Total and Free Energy of the Lead Accumulator,” by Н. A. 
Lehfeldt; Bitumen in Insulating Compositiones," I., by D. A. 
Sutherland; Notes on Aluminium Welding," by 8. Cowper- 
Coles; ‘‘Electro-Chemical Installation at the Borough Poly- 
technio Institute," by F. М. Perkin. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow). 
* The Education of an Electrical Engineer," by Prof. 
F. G. Baily. | 

Wednesday, December 9th.—At 7 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Annual dinner at the Hotel Cecil. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Bir- 
mingham). Meeting. 

Thursday, December 10th.—At 5 p.m. Engineering Society, King’s 
College. Prof. E. Wilson on Aluminium." 

At 2 p.m. I. E. E. Students to visit Brook Green Works of 

Incandescent Lamp Co. 

At 8 pm. Association of Engineers-in-Charge. Paper by 
C. Wilson on “From Cotton-wool to Oandle-power : 
the Evolution of an Electric Lamp." 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers. Gilbert 
Tercentenary Commemoration (see Notes to-day). 
Papers on ' The Slow Registration of Rapid Phenomena 
by Strobographic Methods: the Ondographe and 
'Puissancegraphe, " by E. Hospitalier; On the 
Magnetic Dispersion in Induction Motors, and its In- 
Huence on the Design of these Machines,” by Dr. H. 

; Behn-Eschenburg. 

Friday, December IIth.—At 8 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting. 
Papers:. “The Simmance-Abady ‘Flicker’ Photo- 
meter,” by Messrs. Simmance and Abady ; “ Exhibi- 
tion of a Conductometer,” by R. Appleyard. 

Saturday, December 12th.—At 2 p.m. North of England Institute 
of Mining and Mechanical Engineers. -Meeting. 

At 7.30 p.m. Glasgow Technical College Scientific Society. 
“ Steam Turbine Machinery,” by A. A. Wynne. 


NOTES. 


A Preston Specification.—The specification for the 
switchboard required in connection with the new municipal tram- 
ways has just been issued. Though in accord with recognised prac- 
tice on the question of an independent arbitrator in case of dispute, 
there are several directions in which some of the clauses of the 
general conditions might with advantage be modified. For 
instance, one paragraph gives the engineer power to vary the value 
of the contract without defining the limit beyond which the con- 
tractor has the right of revising his price. Another clause imposes 
a penalty of £50 per week in case of late completion instead of 
specifying a percentage of the total value of the contract, while a 
third makes the contractor liable for any errors or contradictions 
which may be present in the specification. We may be alone in 
our opinion, but we always feel that there is ground for nervousness 
when dealing with specifications having this stipulation, for we fear 
that the authors were not quite sure of themselves or their plans. 


Rugby Engineering Society.— This society has been 
romoted by the staffs of the British Thomson-Houston Co. and of 
Mesers. Willans & Robinson, Ltd., but anyone interested in engi- 
neering is eligible for membership, and already there are some 
350 membera. The officers of the society for the Session 1903-4 
are as follows :— 

President, Mr. W. J. Larke ; first vice-president, Mr. C. Н. Wing- 
field; second vice-president, Mr. F. Samuelson; hon. recording 
secret u, Mr. E. R. Briggs; hon. corresponding secretary, Mr. C. C. 
Wharton; hon. treasurer, Mr. J. T. Irwin. 

The first ordinary meeting was held on Tuesday evening, Novem- 
ber 5th, when an interesting paper was read by Mr. F. Samuelson 
on the Curtis steam turbine, the paper being illustrated by a half-size 
sectional drawing of а 500-Kw. turbo-generator, running in the 
B.T.H. power house at Rugby, as well as by curves, showing the 
steam consumption, &c. A meeting was to be held yesterday, 
December 3rd, when a paper was to be read by Mr. D. P. Thomson, 
member of council, on The Central London Railway." 


Committee Roem Loafing at Westminster. — A 
correspondent writes :—'' It has been stated with some truth that if 
one wants to interview a provincial town clerk, electrical engineer, 
or chairman of electrical committee, the easiest way is to lay wait 
for them outside the Committee Rooms of the House of Commons. 
Several people are beginning to have a suspicion that this constant 
running up to town and loafing about at Westminster is overdone, 
and is the cause of a great waste of public money and time. 

“ For example, suppose a company proposes to run a tramway 
between several emall towns, or to supply power over a county, 
then all the clerks to councils scent a nice little job. The resulting 
visit to London is presumably in the interests of the ratepayers, but 
anybody who has seen what goes on during such visits knows that 
there is precious little which is to the interest of ratepayers or the 
community at large. 

“ The litigious expert business in House of Commons Committee 
Rooms reminds the writer of the schoolboy's remark, ‘ More 
cricket and less jaw,’ when a certain bulky volume on our national 
game was published. There is certainly far too much jaw required 
to get any engineering proposition through its initial stages in thie 
country. The only people who seem to benefit. are lawyers and a 
few so-called experts. It is not so much a fiscal re- arrangement 
which this country wants as less jaw about law and vested 
interests. 

“ Expert evidence is very often nothing more than a farce, and to 

their discredit certain members of the profession are apparently 
prepared to give evidence for or against, just as they may be psid. 
In any case, what usually passes as expert evidence ie very thin 
stuff indeed. Courses in elementary electrical engineering 
can be obtained at any Polytechnic for 108. a session, but at the 
House of Commons it works out at about that price per minute. 
Lawyers’ consultations are perhaps the greatest farce of all, the 
only apparent object being to help swell the fees. 
. "Oocasionally, by making himself a nuisance, some town clerk 
may manage to get a special clause inserted by which the company 
are to pave a certain street or widen a road ; it is, in fact, a species 
of blackmail paid for withdrawing his opposition. He no doubt 
obtains kudos for this clause when he returns to his native heath, 
but he omits to inform the ratepayers that whatever extra expense 
the company are put to will appear in the total cost price, 
which they will eventually have to pay when they buy out the 
company. i 

“ The writer will not comment on the constitution of the com- 
mittees, except to eay that, judging by tbeir questions and hungry- 
looking appearance, some of the M.P.’s are bright specimens; but, 
then, what can one ex from an assemblage three parts 
lawyers, and in which the percentage of engineers is rather less 
than 052“ 

There is much truth underlying our dyspeptic correspondent's 
remarks, but a change of air might do him no harm. 


Electrical Engineers Royal Engineers (Volunteers) 
N.C.0.s Mess Dinner.—The non-com. officers of the Electrical 
Engineers R.E. (Volunteers) held their first mess dinner on Saturday, 
November 28th, at The Clachan,” High Holborn. There was an 
attendance of about 70, and among those present were Major 
Erskine, commanding ; Capt. Dumble, adjutant ; Capts. Н, M. Leaf, 
O'Shaughnessy and Phillips; Lieuts. E. Н. Leaf, Levin, Merritt and 
Russell-Clarke; and Surgeon Masters The chair was taken by 
Sergt.-Major Shepherd, who, it may be mentioned, has just been 
offered, and has accepted, a commission. A large number of those 
present wore the South African medal, many of them with several 
bars, and some with the special service decoration and distinguished 
conduct medals. 

After the dinner a capital programme was gone throngh, provided 
mainly by members of the regiment, and, needless to say, the songs 
partook largely of a military nature, The Veteran's Song and 
“The Deathless Army,” by C. S. M. Leys, Chorus, Gentlemen,” 
and "Tbe Yeomen of England," by Sergt. Е. D. Arundel, calling 
for special praise. Versatility is a feature of electrical engineers, 
instanced by capital character sketches from Dickens by Corporal E. 
Buxton. 

The toast list was commendably short. The King,” The 
Officers," coupled with the name of Major Erskine, were briefly 
proposed and responded to; and The Staff,” in reply to which Capt. 
and Adjutant Dumble, following Major Erskine's lead, commented on 
the fact that but rare occasions existed for meetings of the staff asa 
whole. The difficulty was in getting the whole of the N. C. O.'s together 
to discuss matters relating to the welfare of the regiment. Capt. 
Dumble referred to the Eastern custom of commencing speeches and 
letters with compliments, thereafter proceeding to the actual 
business, and said he would adopt the later custom. He hoped that 
more opportunities would be made for the sergeants and N.C O.'s to 
meet and discuss the question of promotions and the general gcod 
feeling between sergeants and the rank and file. 

Sergt.-Major Shepherd then proposed “The Visitors,” among 
whom were representatives from all the engineer corps in I,ondon 
and from the 3rd Middlesex Royal Garrison Artillery, to which 
Quartermaster-Sergt. Hammond suitably responded. 

The last toast was “The Press,” after which the meeting 


closed with the usual compliments. The whole proceedings 


were marked with a heartiness and a feeling of good comrade- 
ship which augurs well for the corps, it being a known fact in 
matters military that much depends on the N.C.O.s working 
harmoniously together to secure that esprit de corps which can alone 
lead to success. 


Royal Society.—At the annual meeting held on Monday 
M. Curie was presented with the Davy medal in ition of his 
and Mme. Curie’s researches connected with the discovery of radium. 
Sir Wm. Huggins delivered hia presidential address. 
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A True Tale of a Magnetic Circuit, —We had worked A Resistance Furnace for Heating Tubes.— Mons. A. 
all 


day amidst sweat and grime of our own making, for the engine 
room, xs befits a Government tug, was a model of neatness with its 
perfectly kept twin main engines, each of 600 H.P., and at last the 
armature which we had laboriously rewound was in place, and my 


paratory 
engaged in watching the comniutator, voltmeter, and speed counter 
to ascertain if the new winding (unavoidably altered, for when some 
8,000 miles from the source of supply one must use the best section 


rewound with silk tape) is going to “pan out”: then putting new 
fuses into the search-light circuit, we proceed to the upper deck to 
try the full load. i 
automatic feed arc taking 100 amperes streams out over the gleaming 
waters of the land-locked bay, rivalling the moon sailing overhead 
in the deep blue tropical aki i 
air after the great heat and fatigue below. Ig it not well worth it 
the glow of satisfaction at another awkwar 
under difficulties ? u 

“ Well, old man,” said a friend, chief engineer of a small ocean 
liner, whose dynamo had been one to receive recent attentions at 
our hands, and whose vessel lay alongside, * you look as if a wash 
When seated in his cabin, 
and the others had duly nominated their respective poisons, thus 
the second engineer: “ Did you have to hammer her?" “Hammer 
I could see по protuberent point, to this joke, but the reat 
did, and when the laughter had subsided I got it. Weel, ye 
ken,” said the chief, “ it's like this, Saundy here disna’ see ony 
joke in it the noo, but we've been heving mony a laugh sin’. J 
didna’ ken much aboot dinnamos mysel’ at the time.” (I translate.) 
“You see, we had shut down the main boilers in dock in Capetown, 
and were working off the donkey, as we had some small repairs to 


went the lights, 
oiled her— what you call it—common tatur, and we cleaned her up 
all round with paraffin—a drop we had aboard against the old man’s 
knowledge. Sandy here—he wag fourth then—was that mad, as 
he was working in the fire-box, and said he must have the light, 
‘as be couldna breathe’ with the oil lamp, and it was no dynamo 
a8 was going to flummox him; only, if I don't misremember, it 
“Ye munna mind him; he 
catches it like aff the sailor men.“) « But, man, it did the lot 
of us, We turned her ‘and cursed, and turned her again and sweated, 
but i¢ was no go, 
we put iton just as she came from the makers.” 
stand sic’ guv'nors, and I always tak' the belt aff") We dis- 
connected the reducing valve we nged when on the main boilers, 
and I fetched down my galvanometer and dry battery, what that 
chap in Durban gave me, but he had never told me which way to 
join her up. Anyway, she did te, and spoilt my up town clothes all 
to bits, as I was just off when they called me first. So the second 
and third and I went up town, and left Sandy Swearing. Boys, 
when I came down about eleven, there was the cluster over the 
gangway burning good as you please, and below wag Sandy, chipping 
in the firebox, pleased ag two men. 
Says he, That's telling. It took me a long time, says he, and a 
power o' hard thinking.“ 

was after, so I thawed him out, and I says, ‘Come on,’ I says, ‘ out 
with it! for I'm going to get to the bottom of this. 
alongside of her, she was Tunning grand. Bays Sandy, ' After you 
chaps went, I had another go at her, and got that mad she would 
not give a glim that I just took that hammer and gave her a wipe, 


“job” completed 


‘That all?’ says I—and my whusky looking out on him. 
We had steam on the main boilers next day, waiting till the coaling 


and him and the other two, we had a smack at her all over ; and, 
as my luck would have it, I fetched a chunk of hardwood aff on her, 


' Baundy,' I says, e' re а leear, and if yer blows me any more of 
Yer fairy tales, for the Puppose o' getting a sup о’ TT I'll have 
it out your hide,' says I—'and now,’ says I.” 

like, and my luck, as I said, being out, I goes and drops the big 


now 1° and I up and goes to the old man, and=he says, ‘Send to town 
for a man,’ says he, and sharp, too, or we'll be having no lights the 


„Well, he came, and he Was at it till just before sailing time, and 
he lifted the magnets and cleaned round, and knocked up the piece 


magnetic circuit, anyway?’ ‘My hammer fell on it accidental, sir,’” 
pays I. 


Fiscal Policy and Electric Traction.—The Tram- 
ways and Light Railways Association have issued invitations for 
December 11th to hear an address by Mr, Atherley-Jones, K.C., M. P., 
һе President of the Association, on Fiscal Policy in special 
relation to the Tramway and Light Railway Industry.“ Sir 
2. Rivers Wilson, G. C. M. d., the past President, will take the chair 
at 8 o'clock at the Society of Arte, John Btreet, Adelphi, and a dig- 
:иввіоп and vote will follow in which several gentlemen of eminence 
n engineering and commercíal circles are expected to take part, 


Gunts has described ín the J. a 
simple modification of tha Heraeus furnace for eating porcelain 
tubes and the like by means of an electric current, A tube of re- 


nired, is given several 
um | paste may be 


millimetres thick. A sheet of asbestos is wrapped round the whole, 
and a weak current is passed through the wire to dry the coating. 
Should it crack, the holes are stopped with some of the same 


where к = the maximum voltage available, 1 = the amperage, в = 
the section of the wire, / = its length, and x, = the resistivity of 


metre. This latter value should be ascertained, as the figures in 
the books refer to chemically pure platinum. The coils of the 
spiral should not be closer together than 5 millimetres, unless it ig 
desired to heat the tube with special rapidity. 


the jurisdiction of the Tribunal would not only be unwise in itself 
but opposed to the very raison d'étre of the Tribunal. He referred 
to the defective means of communication and the great congestion at 
Clapham Junction, morning and evening, and said his Council very 
strongly desired the following things:—(1) The electrification of 
existing tram lines; (2) the establishment of the p 
tram line from “ The Plough," Clapham, along Clapham Common, 
north side, to Wandsworth ; (3) the establishment of & passenger 
steamboat service on the Thames; (4) the extension of the Sonth 


Mr. H. G. Hills, town clerk of Wandsworth, was opposed to the 
County Council having control over the Opening or reinstatement of 
trenches in streets by companies, His Council objected to the sug- 
geated abolition of the veto of the local authorities with respect to 
tramway schemes, 


Headlight Dangers.—A correspondent writes: — “ A 
protest may not be out of place against the excessively brilliant 
headlights nsed on many motor“ cars. 
who was recently killed by being thrown out of his car, was shown 
to be due to a brilliant light either on his car or on another one. 


was slight, and the motorist was killed. ] 
the light was carried by the deceased’s car, but that it was on the 
other car, or both may have had them. 


car, and drive blindly into anything; there is no sight possible 
for some time after looking into such a light 2s those now becomin 
80 common. Evidently, for their own safety, motorists would be 
well advised to discard these dangerous appliances, The ordi 
lamps quite sufficiently serve to indicate a coming vehicle. The 
brilliant headlight may by some be thought necessary fora car at 
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an unfair rate ol speed, but those who know the conditions attach- 
а EA use of the road will feel little surprise at thie latest 
accident.” 


Heresy !—‘‘ Wherever you can apply a belt or rope do 
not attach a motor." This remarkable dictum is attributed to “a 
leading electrical engineer " by a Mr. E. Kenyson, who read a paper 
on Transmission of Power by Ropes,” before the Staffs. Iron and 
Steel Institute, last week. The last-mentioned method (electrical 
transmission) might possess certain advantages where units of power 
are required tobe distributed over wide areas, or even in the more 
compact factories where prolific water supplies might be pressed 
into service for the working of turbines. But under the ordinary 
conditions regulating our commercial} undertakings this method 
could not be recommended on the ground of economy.” 

Again, "In the opinion of many engineers of repute who had 
given considerable attention to the subject, direct coupled plante, 
apart from floor space considerations in congested districts, proved 
far less economical in the long run than when the power was trans- 
mitted from engine to dynamo through some elastic medium. The 
chief reason assigned was that an cvercharged dynamo might be 
converted into a motor pro tem, reverse upon the engine, and not 
infrequently cause considerable damage to expensive machinery, 
whereas the less rigid medium acted as a buffer between the two and 
responded to the slightest variations ard undulatory movements, 
thus warding off tho blow that would otherwise be felt through the 
entire system. The electrical department annals of more than one 
large corporation were eloquent with denunciations against heavy 
repair bills, stoppages of tram circuits, and semi-darkness." 

These utterances, taken together, cannot be confined to a mere 
condemnation of direct coupling, but without doubt extend to a 
condemnation of electric driving of any description. That is suffi- 
ciently futile to need no criticism. The enormous yearly progress 
of electric driving in every department of manufacture will not be 
stayed by one brake-horse power by the breath of obsessed peoplo 
like Mr. Kenyson. 

How very much behindhand in his knowledge cf things as they 
exist Mr. Kenyson must be when he speaks of the delusion of direct 
coupling. It would puzzle bim to cite any impertant instance of 
rope-driven generators being installed in the last five ears at least. 
He seems to be unaware, also, of the great advantages of motors over 
any other drive for cranes and ventilating fans, which be mentions 
somewhat especially as being euited for rope-driving. From what’ 
we know of rope-driven cranes, we should say that few things 
require more attention and give less satisfaction. 


Rope-driving, in its time, has played a very important part, and 


there are now, and will be for long, many situations in which it is 
the best method for transmitting power available. Electrical engi- 
neers recognise its value well, and remember that it afforded the 
means by which power was first transmitted over any distance, as 
well as the economy effected when electricity succeeded it. 

That portion of the lecture dealing with ropes proves Mr. Kenyson 
an expert in his own subject, but the value cf future lectures will be 
enhanced by the omission of odious comparisons on the lines of 
those above, until the lecturer's own acquaintance with modern 
practice has been broadened, or until his engineers of repute have 
attended a few more evening classes. 


The American  Mechanicals,— On Tuesday last, 
December 1st, a four days' convention of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers was opened in New York. President Dodge 
took as his topic “The Money Value of Technical Training.” 
Among the papers down for reading were the following :— | 


Richards, Frank.—-'' Js Anything the Matter with Piece Work? 

Gantt, H. Mange Gab Systems of Management." 

Barth, C. G.—* Slide Rules for the Machine Shop as а Part of the Taylor 
‚ System of Management,” 

Sweet, John E.— W hat are the New Machine Tools to be?“ 

Scheffler, F. A.—'' Suggestions for Shop Construction.” 

Gregory, W. B.—'' The Pitot Tube." 

Perry, F. B.—'' Method of Determining Rates and Prices for Electric Power." 
Gillet, Louis A.— Three and Fcur-Wire Multiple Voltage Systems." 

Jacobus, D. S.—“ Test of a Compound Engine using Superheated Steam.” 
Miller, E. F.—“ The Pressure Temperature Curve of Sulphurous Anhydride 


( ). 
oa Benj. T.—'‘ Construction and Efficieney of a Fleming Four-Valve 
ngine." 
Morgan, C. H. A Compact Gas Engine, Beam Type.” 


Extension of Works.—Mes:rs. Hodgson Wright and 
Wood, of North Parade Works, Halifax, will shortly be removing 
to larger and more commodious premises, which will enable them 
to turn out three or four times the amount of werk they do at pre- 
sent. The new works will be equipped with an electric travelling 
crane, and new tools and machines for turning out economically 
and cheaply their dynamos and motors, which are being manufac- 
tured under the Fynn patents. We understand that the firm are 
the sole manufacturers under these patents at present. All of the 
machinery will be driven by electric mctors, which will take their 
tupply from the Corporation maius. Messrs. Hodgson Wright and 
Wood are also taking up the manufacture of & new aingle-phase 

motor, which they claim to be a g eat step in advance. 


Marriíage.— On Thursday last week the marriage took, 
place in London of Mr. Israel Zangwill, the author, and Miss Edith 
Ayrton, daughter of Prof. W. E. Ayrton. A reception was after- 
wards held at the residence of Professor and Mre. Ayrton in 
Norfolk Square, W., and among those present were Bir William and 
Lady Crookes, Bir John Isaac Thornycroft, Major-General C. E. 
Webber, C.B., Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Jerome, Mr. and Mrs. Hall Caine, 
Mr. and Mrs, Barry Pain, Mr. Pett-Ridge, and Prof. and Mrs. 
Armstrong, — 


РЯ \ 


Goods Traffic on Tramways.—4At.a recent meeting of 
the Newcastle Association of Students of the Inetitution of Civil 
Engineers, Mr. G. Harrison Sheffield, the new president, delivered 
an address dealing with problems of transportation by rail. Mr. 
Sheffield considered the possibilities of electric tramways as the 
light railways of the fature, and said that it was probable that in 
several large centres the authorities would—following American 
practice — introduce goods traffic on an extensive scale. In large 
towns it would be possible for depóts to be arranged for short- 
distance traffic, and this would reduce cost of cartage, and save wear 
and tear of roads. If railways took a common-sense and business 
view, they would accept the inevitable, and encourage goods traffic 
on electric tramways by arranging sidinga into their goods yards 
and warehouses, and allowing the tramway wagons to run alongside. 
The railways would eventually reap a substantial gain, for though 
they would have to relegate a great portion of their short-distance 
goods traffic to the tramways, the tramways in return would act as 
important feeders to the railways, and the railways would also be 
&ble to reduce their costly cartage departments. He added that 
there was no reason why the special tramway wagons which would 
have to- be constructed for goods traffic, should not run upon the 
railways, thus enabling them to work colliery sidings and 
factories, An important point would be uniformity of tramway 
rolling-stock to permit of free interchange of traffic in adjacent 
tramway districts. 


Sensational Scienee.— Under this heading Physicist ” 
addresses a letter to the Daily Telegraph of November 28th, in 
which he poured out his righteous indignation on the ridiculous 
statements in the more sensational and “ yellow " daily papers with 
regard to radium. Undoubtedly the cult of radium on the part 
of the unsophisticated public has reached a perfectly abeurd pitch. 
Not only does the artless reporter talk gliby of the transmutation 
of elements, with hopelessly inapplicable analogies, the extinction 
of matter, the collapse of the law of conservation of energy, and 
other matters about which he is not in the least qualified to speak ; 
but the man in the street—or rather the woman—is actually buy- 
ing rpinthariscopes for Christmas presents to scientific friends“ 
(presumably of the pseudo type), and is cheerfully paying as much 
as she would give for a smart hat! Really, the pursuit of ecience " 
is being carried a little too far. 


Electrie Power Stations.— This was the subject of a 
paper which was read before the Glasgow University Engineerir g 
Society by Mr. P. D. Ionides. Interesting contrasts were made 
between the Glasgow stations, which are the highest of their class, 
and turbine stations, such as are now being erected in London, and 
it was shown that the Jatter could be completed at a capital outlay 
of about half that required for the rlow-speed engine system. In 
the course of the discussion whioh followed it was generally agreed 
that tarbines represented the best modern practice. 


the Heat of Formation of Copper-Aluminium 
Alloys.—Lovguinine and Schukareff have published the results of 
ап investigation into the above question, The method adopted was 
suggested by Berthelot, and consisted in dissolving the alloys by 
means of a solution of bromine in potassium bromide; it wae, how- 
ever, found not to be available for samples containing more than 
50 per cent. of aluminium. The heat of formation of copper 
bromide, when dissolved in а Вг — K Br solution, was firet determined, 
and was found to be 39 484 calories. Thomsen's figure for copper 
bromide is 409, brt the difference may be explained by the fact 
that his ealt was dissolved in pure water. The beat of formation 
ef aluminium bromide, per 1 gramme of aluminium, was rext 
determined, and was found to be 7:489 calories; Berthelot’s value 
being 7655. By the aid of these data the various alloys of 
aluminium and copper were studied, with the following result, the 
figures in parentheses beirg those based on Berthelot’s figure for 
aluminium bromide :—CugAl, 123:5 (145 3); CugAl, 137:9 (166˙8); 
Cus Alz, 710 (107 2); CnAl, 208 (73 2); Cu;Als, 48:9 (116:3) ; ana 
Сод], 57 2 (15 7). It will be observed that tne figures obtained by 
the present authors differ widely from those given by the use of 
Berthelot's value for aluminium bromide, but they vary similarly. 
The second alloy quoted, Cv,Al, exhibits the highest heat of 
formation, and seems to be a well-defined compound rather than a 
solution of one metal in the other. Two other compounds were 
also prepared in a crystalline condition, viz, Cu, Als and CuAl;, but 
their heats of formation could not be ascertained, as on treatment 
with the Br—KBr solvent much hydrogen was evolved.— J. Chim. 
Phys., 1903, i, 9. 


The Gilbert Tercentenary Commemoration.— Next 
Thursday, 10th inst., being the 360th Annivereary of the Death of 
William Gilbert, the Mayor and other representatives of the 
Borough of Colchester will attend officially at the meeting of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers at the rooms of the I. C. E. to 
receive an Historical Picture (represonting Dr. Gilbert in the act of 
showing his Electrical Experiments to Queen Elizabeth and her 
Court) which will then be presented by the Institution to the 
Borough, in which town Gilbert was born in 1544, and died in 
1603. 


City and Guilds.—The annual meeting of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute will be held at the Mansion House 
under the Lord Mayor's presidency on Monday, January 25th. Sir 
William White, F.R.S., President of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, and formerly Chief Constructor of the Navy, will deliver 
the address, and the Lady Mayoress (Miss Ritchie) will distribute 
the prizes to the students. 
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Supply Companies and Electric Railways,—A 
letter appeared in the Times the other day from the managing 
director of the London Electric Supply Corporation regarding 
electric railway traction, in which he ваув.—“ Іп about a month's 
time this corporation will be supplying electrical power on a large 
scale for traction purposes. . . . The Deptford power station of this 
corporation, one of the largest electric generating stations in the 
country, is situated in close proximity to three of the southern 
railways, and from that station it would be possible to obtain a 
supply of electric power to work the suburban traffic of any or all 
of these railways at а price less (owing to the variety and extent 
of the load at the station) than it could be produced for by these 
companies, separately or jointly. The saving effected in capital 
тры to these railway companies from such an arrangement 
is obvious.” 


French Competition for Electric Motor Vehicles.— 
Owing to lack of entries the competition of electrical motor vehicles, 
referred to in our last issne, had to be postponed. 


The Decimal System.—We learn that early next 
session a Bill for the compulsory adoption of the metric weights and 
measures throughout the United Kingdom, is to be introduced into 
the House of Lords. The first reading of the Bill will be moved by 
Lord Belhaven and seconded by Lord Kelvin, and we are informed 
that such an encouraging amount of sympathy with this measure 
has been expressed privately by other peers, that there are good 
grounds for expecting that the second reading of the Bill will be 
passed. The Decimal Association is appealing for subscriptions 
toward its campaign fund. 


Will.—A financial contemporary says that Mr. John 
Dale, a director of the Scarborough Electric Supply Co., Ltd., who 
died on the 30th ult, has left property of the total value of 
£67,201. . | 


Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. — The 
following is а list of the directors of this company :—Right Hon. 
Lord Vaux of Harrowden, Harrowden Hall, Wellingborough; 


Clarence S. B. Hilton, 41, Roland Gardens, S. W., gentleman ; Wm.. 


L. Madgen, 128, Upper Tulse Hill, S.E., engineer; George F. M. 
Cornwallis-West, 354, Great Cumberland Place, W., gentleman; 
the following gentlemen having all resigned on September 30th, 
1903: Charles E, Hodgkin, Purley Lodge, Reading, engineer; John 
S. Raworth, 46, Christchurch Road, Streatham Hill, S.W., engineer; 
Robert P. Sellon, Albury Edge, Mersham, Surrey, electrical 
engineer. 


Electrolytic Deposition of Zine on Iren.—According 
to О. Gabran, the best electrolyte for this purpose contains 1,200 
grammes of zinc sulphate and 60 grammes ої ‘sulphuric acid (24° Bé) 
per 6 litres of water. In large baths a voltage of 9 to 10 should be 
employed, and a current density of 6 amperes per ғ пате decimetre. 
The author has designed an apparatus for the regalvanisation of the 
plates of iron ships, which is made so that it can be moved about 
over the hull. It is fitted with a rubber lip, in order that it may be 
pressed into contact with the plate, and arrangements are also 
provided for keeping the electrolyte in circulation. The apparatus 
takes 65 amperes of current, and is eaid to give a film of sufficient 
thickness in 7 seconds, The machine is specially suited for the 
purpose of applying a coating of zinc to the heads of the rivets, 
which have hitherto usually been left bare.— Elektrotcchn. Ziets., 
1903, xxiv., 937. | 

Electricity and Тгеех, — Ехрегітепіз have been carried 
out lately by Mr. Stone, at the Massachusetts Agricultural College 
upon the effect on trees growing at the sides of the road of the over- 
head electrical currents used in operating tramways, &c. Harm 
may be done tothe trees, either by the formation of an arc caused 
by short-circuiting, or by the currents that leak to earth through the 
ineulators. In this respect it appears that only direct currents are 
harmful, especially when the positive pole is connected with the 
rails. The electrica) resistance of living trees is fairly high, but it 
differs in the different concentric portions ofthe trunks. The resis- 
tivity of the outer bark of the elm is 192,000 ohms, that of the 
maple 29,000. "The resistivity of the inner elm bark is 11,300 ohms, 
and of that of the maple 18,000. 'The cambium of each tree pre- 
sents a resistivity of 10,698 and 138,000 ohms respectively ; while 
that of elm wood is 98,700. The measurements were made in the 
month of July. 


Personal.—Mr. A. M. Dayson, assistant manager and | 


engineer of the Sunderland Corporation electric tramways, has been 


appointed by the Tramways Committee to succeed Mr. Harry 


England as tramways manager. 

The staff of the Portsmouth Municipal Telephone Department has 
presented a gold albert and a framed photograph of the Town 
Hall, to Mr. T. Holme, the manager, on his departure to Hull, where 
he i8 to undertake the management of the municipal telephones. 

Alderman Martin Taylor has been elected chairman of the Tram- 
ways Committee of the Croydon County Council in the room of 
Councillor Rigby, who has retired from the Council. Councillor 
Stapleton has been appointed vice-chairman. The Lighting and Elec- 
tricity Committee has re-elected Alderman Miller as chairman and 
Councillor Rogers as vice-chairman. 

An unfortunate imprint on the title page of Old Cape Colony ” 
(Constable & Co.) attributes this book to Mrs. A. F. Trotter, instead 
of to Mrs. A. P. Trotter, by whom it was written and illustrated. 

The Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd., and the Eastern and South 
African Telegraph Co., L'd., announce that Mr. George Draper, who 


has been secretary of the two companies since their formation, 
retires from office with a pension on December lst next. Mr. A. R. 
Hardie, formerly the accountant, has been appointed secretary. 


Scientific Soothing.—Colonel Gouraud, whose name 
needs no introduction to readers of this journal, is now “ Acting 
Governor to Jacques I., Emperor of the Sahara.” In an interview 
which a Manchester Guardian representative has had with him, 
the gallant Colonel outlined a scientific plan of charming the 
people into peaceful and civilised ways, the principal weapons 
being phonographs, gramaphones, typewriters and motor-cars, and 
no doubt other musical ments. These are all classed as 
instruments of civilisation, which are thought likely to fascinate 
the subjects of Jacques. There will be nothing so antiquated as the 
railway allowed in this great development programme, indeed, the 
automobile will have things all its own way, for an automobile 
road 150 ft. wide is to be made right through the country from sea 
to sea. 


Appointments Vacant.— Works superintendent (£200), 
shift engineer (£117), and sub-station foreman (458.), for Dublin 
electricity works; shift engineer for Swansea electricity works 
(358.); shift engineer for Tunbridge Wells (£100); shift engineer 
for Fulham (£104). i 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Exeter T.C. has increased the salary of Mr. Munro, electrical 
engineer, to £350 a year, and has granted him an honorarium of 
£105 for extra work iu connection with the new power station. 

The Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation Tramways Committee, on 
November 26th, decided to increase the salary of Mr. Lz Ros- 
SIGNOL, general tramways manager, from £750 a year to £850, 
rising by £50 per annum to £1,000; that of Mr. FLEMING, car-sheds 
manager, from £200 to £250, rising by £25 a year to £300; and 
that of Mr. EasTEN, chief clerk, from £130 to £175. 


~ 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Priestman Power Co., Ltd. (79,256).—This company was 
registered on November 26th, with a capital of £40,000 in £1 shares, to erect а 
generating station at Blaydon, Durham, for utilising the gases and waste heat 
to be produced by ovens to be built by the owners of the Priestman Collieries, 
Blaydon, and for generating electric energy for distribution and sale to the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co., Ltd., and the said owners of the 
Priestman Collieries and others, and to carry on the business of suppliers of 
electrical energy in allits branches. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
&re:—F. Priestman, 2, Princes Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, colliery owner; 
H. B. Noble, The Manor House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, barrister; J. T. Merz, The 
Quarries, Newcastle-on-Tyne, gentleman; H. Peile, 2, Princes Buildings, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, colliery owner; S. J. Leybourne, Birchbolme, Gateshead, 
general manager; J. H. Armstrong. St. Nicholas Chambers, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, chartered accountant; and R. S. Watson, 141. Pilgrim Street, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, solicitor. No initial public issue. The number of directors is to be 
six; the first are F. Priestman, J. H. B. Noble, J. T. Merz, H. Peile, S. J. 
Leybourne, and J. Н. Armstrong; remuneration as fixed by the company. 
Registered office: 2, Princes Buildings, Newoastle-on-Tyne. 


Kingswood Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (79,253).—This com- 
pa was registered on November 26th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, 
to adopt an agreement with the Bristol Trust, Ltd., and to carry on the busi- 
ness of suppliers of electric light, heat, motive power, or otherwise, electrical 
engineers, contractors and manufacturers, electiicians, mechanical and 
chemical engineers, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:— 
S. Williams, Bristol, solicitor; W. E. Laurence, Bristol. clerk; Н. Taylor, 23, 
Brighton Street, Bristol, accountant; J. Muse, 28, Exeter Street, Bristol, 
clerk; E. Watts, Bristol, solicitor; W. L. Bate, Carlton Chambers, Bristol, 
accountant; and H. V. Harvey, 27, St. Paul's Road, Clifton, barrister. No 
initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor 
more than seven; the first are not named; qualification, 100 shares; remunei&- 
tion as fixed by the company. Registered office, 46, Newman Street, Oxford 
Street, London. 


Derby Electrical Co., Ltd. (79,228).— This company was 
registered on November 24th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the 
business of an electrical engineer ed on by J. Hill at Wood’s Lane, Derby, 
and to carry on the same and the business of manufacturers of and dealers in 
motors, dynamos, lamps, wire cables, insulating materials, accumulators, 
telephones, electrical instruments, apparatus, and machinery, &c. The first 
subscribers are:—J. Hill, The Hollies, Empress Road, Derby, engineer, 927 
shares; W. Shardlow, 19, Bakewell Street, Derby, engineer's manager, i0 
shares; H. J. Furniss, Camden Street, Derby, electrical engineer, 10 shares; 
J. P. Jones, Rowena Villa, Shepherd Street, Littleover, Derby, clerk, 1 share ; 
Mrs. E. Hill, The Hollies, Empress Road, Derby, 10 shares; G. F. Beach, 172, 
Barton Road, Derby, clerk, 1 share; and F. H. Rainsford, Parkside, Mill Hill, 
Derby, outfitter, 1 share. No initial public issue. The first directors are J. Hin, 
W. Shardlow, and H. J. Furniss; qualification, £5, Registered office: St, 
George's Engineering Works, Wood's Lane, Derby. f 


=—————= 
OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


—— — 


Kent Electric Power Syndicate, Ltd. (72,742). -A memo 
гыш . таене in full of a charge — May ‘ist, 1008, securing 1,500; 
as been filed. 
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Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—A 
series of debentures created by resolutions of March 5th, 1900, and July 16th, 
1903, to secure an amount not exceeding half the subscribed capital for the time 
being (now £270,000) has been registered. Property charged: The company’s 
undertaking and property, present and future. No trustees. Debentures are 
issued to trustees for holders of debenture stock securing sanie amount, acting 
under deed of March Stb. 1900. 


J. L. Pulvermacher & Co., Ltd., medical electricians, London 
(47,682).—A debenture, dated November 18th, 1908, to secure £3,000. charged on 
the veis see б undertaking and pose present and future, including uncalled 
ноа. as been registered. Holders: G. B. Browne, 45 and 47, Ludgate Hill, 
E. C.; and D. G. H. Pollock, 5, Threadneedle Street, Е.С. | 

" ! | 

Langdon-Davies Motor Co., Ltd., formerly“ Langdon-Davies 
Electric Motor Co., Ltd." (55,830).—1ssue, on October 26th, of £200, and on 
November 12th, of £400 debentures, part of series created October 15th, 1902, to 
£6,000, charged on the company’s undertaking and property, present and future, 
rir ee uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same series: 


4, 


Woking Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (46,175).—Issue, on October 
81st, of a debenture for £50, part of series created November 2nd, 1899, to secure 
£25,000, charged on the company's dertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. o trustes. Previously issned of same 
series: £22,550. 


City of Wellington Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. 
(38,003).—Issue, on November 5th, of £75,000 5 per cent. first debentures, m 
of series created May 7th, 1903, to secure £100,000. Property charged: e 
company's undertaking and property, present and future. No trustees. No 
previous issue of same series. ( ' 


Monte Video Telephone Co., Ltd. (27,208).—This eompanys 
annual return was filed on November 20th, when 86,492 preference and 72,680 
ordinary shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £160,000 in 87,000 
preference and 73,000 ordinary shares of £1 each. £159,172 is considered as 
paid. Mortgages and charges: Nil. ^ 


Mather & Platt, Ltd. (60,837).—'This company's annual return 
was filed on September 24th, when 40,000 preference and 40,000 ordinary shares 
had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £1,000,000 in 50,000 preference 
and 50,000 ordinary shares of £10 each. £10 per share has been ed up on 
21,705 preference and 2,500 ordinary and £7 10s. per share on 7,495 preference 
shares, resulting in the TUA of £998,262 10s. £488,000 is considered as paid 
on 10,800 preference and 87,500 ordinary shares. No mortgages or charges. 


Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co., Ltd. 
(61,969).— This company's annual return was filed on September 30th, when the 
entire capital of £190,000 in £1 shares had been taken up. #1 per share has 
been called up on 42,500 shares, resulting in the receipt of ‚292 19s. 6d. 
£5,207 7s. 6d. remains in arrears. £147,600 shares are considered as fully paid. 
Mortgages and charges: £20,000. 


F. A. Glover & Co., Ltd., electrical engineers, London (73,356). 
Issue, on November 14th, of a debenture for £500, part of series created April 
llth, 1902, to secure £6,000, charged on the company's undertaking and pro- 
rty, present and future, including uncalled capital (if any), No trustees. 

viously issued of same series: £5,000. л 


Conduit and Insulation Co., Ltd. (50, 527).— This company's 
annual return, made up to August 26th, has been filed. 8 shares have been 
taken.up out of a nominal capital of £40,000 in £1 shares. £15,878 has been 
paid, and 18,000 shares are considered as fully paid. No mortgages or charges. 


British Prometheus Co., Ltd., electrical cooking apparatus 
manufacturers, Kingston-on-Thames.—£2,500 debentures, created October 17th. 
1908, and dated November 7th, 1908, charged on the company’s undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital, have been registered. 

о trustees, 


British Electric Car Co., Ltd.— £25,000 second debentures’ 
created November 6th, 1903, have been registered. Property charged (as a 
floating поса : The company’s undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital, x e to £50,000 debenture stock secured by trust 
deed dated June 17th, 1903. No trustees. 


London Electrical Fittings Co., Ltd. (62,468).— This com- 
pany's annual return was filled on October 8rd, when 2,099 shares had been taken 
up out of a nominal capital of £8,000 in £1 shares. £1,299 has been received, 
and £1,700 is considered as paid. No mortgages or charges. « 


Electrical Indicator Syndicate Co.. Ltd. (28,431).—A deben- 
ture, dated November 18th, 1803, to secure £200, charged on the company's pro- 
e and future, has been registered. Holder: W. H. Callow, High- 
bury Hill, N. Also issue, on November 18th, of a second debenture for £200, 
n of — created same date to secure £1,000, charged on same property. 
-No trustees, 


` 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


— 


Wu give herewith the returns of the Leeds 
Leeds Municipal electric lighting department for the year ending 
Electrical March 25th last; the undertaking, since it was 
Supply. acquired by the Corporation in 1898, has made 
great progress, as will be gathered from the fact 
that some 13,700 н.р. of plant is now installed, and the output has 
reached 4,323,821 unite. The rapidly growing motor load is a 
valuable feature, and should enable the department to show an im- 
provement on what are at present excellent works costs, on a load factor 
under 13 percent. During the year a fall of zd. per unit in the average 
revenue has to be recorded ; this has had an adverse effect on the 
percentage of revenue to capital expended, compared with previous 
years. The prices charged are:— Private lighting, 4d. per B. T. U., 
power, 2d. to 11d. per unit, dependent on the number of units used 
per horse- power of maximum demand; for heating purposes, 2d. 
per unit. In all cases discounts are allowed. 
Mr. H. Dickinson is the electrical engineer and manager. 
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GENERAL STATEMENT. 


~ For year ending March 25th— 1908. 1902. 
Total capital expended — ... - . £671,412 £505,029 
Number of units sold— 

Private supply ... ‘ius гэ . 4,323,821 3,055,165 
Public lighting ... A nar 124,829 — 

Total number of units sold . 4,448,650 3,055,165 
Equivalent No. of 8-0 P. lamps connected 231, 734 178,422 
H.P. of motors connected 805 T 1,437 . 685 
Number of public lamps oes - 93 arc larc 
Maximum load in KW. T “© exe 4,126 3,110 
Revenue account— | 

Gross revenue ... id sus .. £56,656 £45,332 
» expenditure - eee * £19,997 £14,511 
» profit «а eos ees R £36,659 £30,821 
Average price obtained— 
| Private lighting UT РРР T 3°06d. 3:584. 
Public lighting ... eee via i 1°50d. — 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
; Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy ... -— Pia iss ... £55,972 3'02d. 
Meter rents, &, excess provided for taxes and | | 
refunded ... "T ave oe eos „ 684 '04d. 
Gross revenue өөү э» .. £56,656 3064. 
Cost oF PRODUCTION, 

Gross Per unit, 
Coal, &c. T. bs oe cies £5,225 28d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores T 608 *03d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 3,799 20d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, machinery, 

and plant... ns г. ése T .. 1,892 "10d. 

Works and distribution costs *. £11,524 61d. 
Rent, rates and taxes ... $^ s T. 1,495 08d. 
W salaries of engineer and | 

clerical в У 3 к къ we Beas 15d. 
General establishment charges, insurance, law, 
printing and stationery... „ А гә 729 04d. 
Special charges due to change of voltage and 

rewinding alternators T ES 3,531 '19d. 

Total works costs see £19,997 . 107d. 
PROFIT STATEMENT, 
Interest on loans ils T iis * £22,404 
Sinking fund ... Ns 12,872 
Surplus for1903 .  ... 1,383 
Gross profit £36,659 


Oa the year's working a gross profit of £36,659 was earned, as 
compared with £30,821 in the previous year, and after meeting 
financial charges, which have latterly taken an upward turn due fo 
large extensions, a balance of £1,383 remains, as compared with 
£3,170 in the previous year. 


— 


CITY NOTES. 


Allgemeine Elektricitiits Gesellschaft. 


THE report of the directors states that the events of the financial 
year ended June 30th, 1903, seem to have confirmed the previous 
suggestions in regard to the necessity of a closer connection being 
established between the large firms if prices were again to be brought 
to a remunerative level, and that the first step in this direction had 
been taken by the combination of the four most important under 
takings into two groups, which represent more than three-fourths 
of the total production of the country. It was to be desired and 


hoped that the centralising movement in the electro-technical in- 


dustry would continue. The decision which introduced this move- 
ment - the institution of a community of interests with the Unicn 
Electricity Co.—was arrived at on the occasion of the general meet- 
ing held last April, and the working arrangement commenced on 
July Ist. It did not, therefore, affect the results of the past year. 
Since then the projected fusion of the administration, particularly 
in the German branch establishments, and a distribution of work 
in the shops, had been carried into effect, and appeared to promi:e 
well The same wish for concentration led to the company’s 
co-operation in the conversion of the well-known firm of Korting 
Bro3., of Hanover, into a company with a capital of £800,000, in 
which the A.E.G. participated to the extent of £55,000. The elec- 
trical department of the Hanover firm was taken over by the A. E. G, 
and organised as a company specially for the production of gene- 
rator gas installations for electrical and other purposes. A result of 
further understanding was the company's co-operation with the 
Siemens & Halske Co. for the technical and commercial develop- 
ment of wireless telegraphy on the Slaby-Arco and Braun systems, 
and more recently by the participation on joint account in the con- 
struction of large works at Valparaiso for lighting, power, and 
railway working. It was proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 
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8 per cent. as in the previous year. The company had transferred 
to friendly banks shares amounting to £200,000 in the Zurich Bank 
for Electrical Enterprises, and realised a profit of £94,460. "This 
profit wfs not distributed as dividend, but a portion of it bad been 
devoted to the purpose of defray ing some of the expenses of erect- 
ing large new buildings and providing workshop equipment, and 
the remainder placed to the reserve fund. А larger number of 
orders was received than in the previous year, and on October lst 
the officials and workmen were 18,278 as compared with 14,897 on 
the same day in the corresponding 12 months, The turnover in 
the Brunnenstrasse machine works increased by over 25 per cent. 
For instance, the number of dynamos and motors built: reached 
. 22,443 of a total output of 294,941 н.р, as compared with 15,283 of 
211,861 н.р. in 1901-2, and 21,850 of 268,100 н.р. in 1900-1. The 
construction of dynamos of all sizes up to 6,000 н.р. was carried 
out, and new types of oil and air transformers were introduced, while 
large sizes of winding engines for main sbafts of mines were also 


delivered. The report proceeds to refer to the promotion of steam 


turbine construction and to the improvement of the Nernst lamp, of 
which about 2,000,000 have been supplied, and for which an in- 
creasing demand was being experienced. An international com- 
bination of glow lamp makers had been formed with a sales bureau 
in Berlin for the regulation of prices which had constantly declined 
for years. The employment of the cable factory had in general 
been satisfactory, and night shifts had been partly worked in some 
branches. The brass rolling mill was started at the end of the 
winter, and had plenty of orders to keep it in operation; while the 
automobile factory would be mainly devoted to the improvement of 
special types and the construction of heavy motor-cars for gocds, 
new shops having been erected for this purpose. After mentioning 
the numerous installations carried out for public authorities and 
ships, mines, and at the harbours of Table Bay, Cape Town, Bar- 
celona and St. Petersburg, and the provision or extension of equip- 
ment at central stations, the report states that a slight improvement 
in electric railway conditions was perceptible, and that the con- 
struction of railway signalling and safety appliances, which were 
expected to come more into use with the adoption of electric 
traction on main lines, had been undertaken, and an interest taken 
in an important firm engaged in that branch of industry. The high 
speed experiments on the Marienfeld-Zossen railway ate briefly men- 
tioned, and the rate of over 125 miles an hour recorded as having 
been attained. After deducting the interest on the company’s bonds, 
the gross profits, including the balance from the previous year, 
amount to £360,904, and, having provided for expenses, taxes and 
depreciation, the sum available for disposal is £281,219. The divi- 
dend at the rate of 8 per cent. on a capital of £3,000,000 absorbs 

. £240,000, the fees of the board of supervision £6,000, grants to 
official and benevolent funds £12,000, and pension and assistance 
fund £12,000, while the balance is carried forward to the next 
aecount. 


Bullers, Ltd. 


THE report for the year ended July 31st states that additional 
buildings and plant and machinery have again been required at 
both Hanley and Tipton to meet increased demands. The com- 
pany bas received large orders in connection with the electrification 
of railways and the transmission of electrical power at very high 
tension. These promise to be important developments of the com- 
pany's business. The trading accounts, after paying directors’ fees 
and managing directors’ salaries, show a profit of £40,058, which, 
with £775 brought forward, makes a total of £40,833. The interest 
on the preference shares, and dividends of 74 per cent. on the 
ordinary skares have been paid, leaving a balance of £22,083. The 
directors propose to pay a further 24 per cent. on the ordinary 
sbares, making 10 per cent. in all; to place £10,000 to reserve, 
which will then amount to £40,000; to pay a bonus of 5 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares, and to carry forward £833. In September, 
1903, a fucther purchase of £15,000 Consols was made, which, with 
the £15,000 purchased in September, 1901, makes a total of £30,000. 


Aron Electricity Meter, Ltd. 


Tue directors’ report for the year ending September 30th, 1903, 
shows that the profit and loss account for the year, after providing 
for depreciation and share of expenses and discount on the issue of 
debentures, shows a net profit of £2,125 18s. 8d., which has been 
carried to the debenture sinking fund in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the trust,deed. The report reads: 


The directors are pleased to record a considerable change for the better in 
the affairs of the company, which may be ascribed to the following causes :— 

The apparent revival of the electrical industry on the Continent has created 
a proportionately larger demand for Aron meters, especially in Germany. 

The completion of the factory at Schweidnitz has enabled Ше company to 
manufacture both cheaper and more advantageously. 

The manifest advantages of the Aron meter have created a reaction in its 
favour, which is distinctly noticeable in quarters where other instruments were 
afforded encouragement in recent years. 

The increased sales during the last year led your directors to expect better 
results than had actually been attained; the econcmies effected in the manu- 
facture have, however, so far not been sufficiently large to compensate for the 
required reduction in the selling prices. The directors have persevered in their 
efforts to stimulate business in Er gland, and the expenditure incurred thereby 
has materially reduced the protits for the year. Prof. Aron bas successfull 
completed his experiments in connection with the production of & new an 
Д р meter for alternating currents, which will shortly be placed on the 
market, 


Western Telegraph Co.—Interim dividend, payable on 
December 21st, of 3з. per share (at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
annum), for the quarter ended September 30th, 1903. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
SPHOULATION as а motive power to the markets has again fallen 
flat, but the Kaffir Circus once more steps aside to allow Consols the 
position of leader in the Stock Exchange; and Consols have been 
put up with а spust, upon a variety of causes familiar to everyone 
who takes interest in the markets, the advance including other 
investment varieties in its train. While it ie too much to say that 
business gives any fresh signs of broadening out, the situation seems 
healthy enough, apart from the troubled waters in the Far East. 
Fortunately, the money squeeze usual at this time of the year has 
scarcely been perceptible so far, and cash accommodation continues 


to be obtainable upon reasonable terme. 


Railway stocks are the chief centres of animation in the markets 
we touch upon, and the Undergrounds have advanced into fresh 
favour. Metropolitan Consolidated again scores with a further 
jump of 14 to 88}, and now Districts are commencing to follow 
them in the upward track, having risen no less than 44 to 364. 
This last movement is due to the publication of the ambitious 
schemes advertised as the gcal of the Yerkes group, with their 17 
millions of capital and over 100 miles of railway. ‚Metropolitans 
owe some of their strength to the decision given in favour of the 
company with respect to running powers over part of the Circle, 
but the consideration did not affect Districts,and there is an idea 
that the case may yet be carried to the House of Lords. 

Central London Ordinary is up a point, but City and South 
London slipped back to the round 50, and the company’s prior 
securities are also losing ground. Its three Preference stocks stand 
at 1234, 1254 and 1223, while the 14 per cent. Dabanture is not 
better than 1104. Central London 4 per cent. D3benture is 1161, 
and the gilt-edged market suffers sorely from the new issues of 
high-class stocks now being offered at low prices by several of the 
steam railway companies. It issaid, too, that there are still others 


to come. . 


. Bo the weakness in London United Tramways shares must not be 
ascribed to ideas of a fresh capital issue, but is attributed by good 
authority," as an evening contemporary veiledly remarks, to the 
dearness of money and sympathy with the weakness of other similar 
stocks. The price of Preference has hardened a little to 11}, and 
the Debentures are 105. The Tramway market presents few features 
of intereat this week, but British Electric Traction Preference have 
advanced à, the recent tap being turned off for a time. 

Electricity supply shares have a pair of rises to show against a 
trio of falls, One of each is accounted for by a movement of 1 
per cent. in Debenture stocks, and the other rise is that of ł in 
City of London Ordinary shares, upon a recent decision of the 
Common Council and the approach of the dividend time. This 
latter consideration, however, has failed to save Brompton Prefer- 
ence from a decline of 5s., and a similar fall bronght South Londons 
down to 34. Primitiva Gas and Electric of Buenos Ayres Deben- 
ture was dealt in at 82 and 83 the other day, but the Ordinary 
shares at 4 and the Preference at 43 are neglected. 

Several of the manufacturing descriptions show changes on the 
week. Henley's, for instance, are 1 up, and British Aluminiu” 
Preference have improved to 7, the Debenture hardening a coupie 
of points to 90. Brush Second Debenture rose 1 to 884 upon a small 
inquiry. Callender’s have not fluctuated. К. 

Amongst telegraph descriptions, the principal movement is a rise 
of £2 in Great Northerns, following their advance of 103. last weck. 
The buying emanates from Paris, where a good deal is done iin the 
shares, and where the supply is apparently as limited as it is here. 
The Eastern group keeps steady, but Chinas” slipped back to 114, 
after being nearly 12. Eastern Telegraph Ordinary remains at 
1244, and the Anglo-American group is almost motionless too 
Anglo A,” the Deferred stock, has lost the 1 that it gained a week 
ago, upon more chastened impressions in regard to the coming 
dividend declaration. West India and Panama first Preference have 
gone back 4 to 61—a reaction readily accounted for by their recent 
sharp rise and consequent temptation to sellers. None of the 
Telegraph Trust varieties have avy alteration to exhibit, and 
practically the same remark covers the telephone section, where a 
fair amount of business continues to be done in the National Co.'s 
stocks, although the only quotable cbange is a point fall in the 
Deferred. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—<Applications have been made 
to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to grant 
a quotation to:—Metropolitan District Railway Co.— Partly paid 
scrip of a further issue of £500,000 4 per cent. perpetual debenture 
stock. The Committee has further been asked to allow the follow- 
ing to be quoted in the Official List:—Blackheath and Greenwich 
District Electric Light Oo., Ltd.—50,000 7 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £1 eack, fully paid. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
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— — % Debs. РЕ x 
Nos. 1 to 26,000 

5 965 Dens., Nos. 1 to 1,950 Red. 

do. 6 NK ie ae 


do. do, rred 
e, Nos. 1 to 44,000 ee oe ee ee 
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зга 
it 
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S 8 о 8 
Т 
wg tak hook 
RAE 1 
ТИЛ 
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S8 
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Diret raai Didia Саш + Deb., within Nos, 1 to 1 Red. 
ore iba ee А 5 00, 


Do. У Mort. Deb. Stock Red. .. M 
Do. 4% Deb. Stock ө 8 
Eastern & 4 South African Tele. 4% Mt. Db., Мов. 1 to 8,000, red. 1900 
do. Reg. выг Debs. (Мапа Bub. 1 to 8,000 


do-E 
Lond ааа т 
National Tel 000 Pref. Stoc 
Do Def. Stock 


Pref. ; З; 
Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 950,000 ae 
Deb. Stock Red. ө 


o fe те ics : tlc. N 1 to 171,804, fall pala 
one 08. 

Do. d. do. 6% Cum. Pre 7 

гасшеава European Tel, 4% uar, Doe, 1 151,000 
uter’ - oe oe 

Submarine Cables Trust 
сама River Plate Telephone | 
o 


T Pret., Nos, 1 0 40,000 


Sga “ 


ee 
Debe. Lio 1,500 guar. Bras, Bub. Tel, 
Western Е га.) os. 1 to to 901,990 by 


Do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. Ws 
Wea Indik üni Реза тее е э» 92 oe T 
Do. do do ` 


8-55 
Tum, 
a 58580 


2 


S, 


00'000; . in Mort. Deb в eo ee oe Bice oe мси е oit 90 
100000 British „ш шг: А e € |] 10 9% | 9% | 8% n- n n 113 H n 
1 ee ee i | ee = T 
0000001 Do: % Cam СЕ erpetual adl Dabenture воск s Stock es 190 —128 190 —128 128 122 
100,000 British Insulated and Hall T Р, [255 15% 10% [10% 6 — 64 6 — s v 
100,000 Do. do. Cables eo ee es |, 165 eo oo ae b)— 64— ee 
9 3 do. 050 ш Mon, Deb. Red... ee Фо ee 2100 84 Ni ee 108 —108 108 —108 ee 
row е oe eo ee 0 ee | Ma * ee oe 
60000 1 Da indies & Oo., б ж Gum Frei. 41 6 "o | фә | uo Е 
106,781 Hrust Шәл ane neering: Ora. 11 90 10578... ee T ec 2 6 N Nil 9 Р 
160,000 Do. 20, ере. ee ec 9 6 8% 6% 12— 1 19— 1 1 ee 
126, 0002 Do. 47 Per. Ь, Stock . ee ee Stock ee oo eo 97 — 100 97 —100 ee 
195,000! Do. do: Perp ind Deb. Stock ee 0 0 Stock oe ee ее 85 — 90 84 — 89 ee 
86,000 Oallender's Cable Construction ee ee ee 6 15 96 90 96 15 96 11 — 12 11 — 14 ee 
40,000 DN a. d: 6 96 Cum. Pret. oe 6 eo oe oe 55— 53 64— 53 oe 
90,0003 41 X 1st Mort, Deb. Stock Red, „Stock А ie 85 106 —110 106 —110 P m 
1,860,014 байы London вајн“ ове. 8 Stock oe 4 4 91 — 91 92 — 95 234 934 
494,008 Do. do. 4 96 Pref. Stock. ee ee ee ee oe Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 100 oe 
494,908 Do. do. Def. do. oo eo ee ee ee Stock ОС 4 4 96 — 99 96 — 99 +63 
1,880,000 | City and South London Railway i. oo оо Stock 970 2 81 4 50 
oe "OS t 575 ш Мон. ad to 900 of 4100, and | AP n Г 
• i 0 an 
a ge- са Hab, erg Fe з wy | aa | © 
y wan d oe 
17,189 Do, do. A^ dans de Bal i 6 ty Nil 8 
944, 0281 Do. T a Bone 100 oe 
100,0002 Do. do. по b. Stock Prov. Certa, ‘all pd. 100 vx 
112,100 |Eleotric Construction, 1 to 112, "ea 9 6% 6% 6% 
81,800 Do. do. 1% Cum. Pref., 1 to 81 T ee 2 se 
89,5000 | Do. do. 4 Perp. lst Mort. De Btook | ә. [| Stock} .. m M 
95,000 | General Electric Co. ), 6 Cum . Pref, ss з ә Si 10 5 Y 596 5 96 
200,000 Do. do. 4 Mort. Deb, ee ee ee 9 we Btock ee x ee 
, 6000 Heer d (W. T.) TOM orks, WES NL sd Vk Ч РА 9 % |90 96 
48,060 Do i ort, Deb. Stock és Stock ee Re T 
60,000 | India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha & a P Wor m va 10 10% |10% | 10 96 
80,000 ро. д0. * 10 Mort, Deb. 100 oe ee e. 
87,600 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. .. .. 6 cco .. .. 10 8196 1496 18% 
10,000 t Do. do. Pref. i pana ГЕ / ee eo eo 10 ae ee ee 
87,860 | Telegra 2 Construction and Main 19 |17% | 9096 |2 % 
160,000! do. € % Deb, Вів, Nos, i to 1,80 Bed, 19 100 ns ee ee 
640,0003 Waterloo Railway, Ord. Stock es ө 100 8% | 8% | 84% 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. € From Manchester Share Lis. 


— 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (September 8rd. 1908). 
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г Present Btock 
NAMB, or 
issue. Share. 
M 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.. s 1 
190.000 Brompto & Ronsington Electio Light bop Ord. 1 to 20,000 .. 10 
н rompton up., з ee 
90,000 do. 7% Cum. Pref. PM b 
60,000 Charing Cross and PARE Electricity Supply А 5 
40,000 Do E o. ' City Und di Gum: pet M SE 
, Я nde ; > 
950,000 Do. 97 De pdertaking" 44% sis .. | 100 
44, *Chelsea Electricity aa ba i we is $3 5 
150,00 Do. adr. Deb. Stock Red. .. РЫ - .. | Btock 
10,596 | City of London Electric ting, Ord. 40,001—110, 506 és ss 10 
40,000 Do. 6 % Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 .. ..| 10 
400,0001 Do. 5 V Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at 115) all paid. ss vs 
800,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, v. Certs., all paid . as 100 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Prov. Electrio hting, Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 
90,000 Do. do. do. 6 Ere „ 40 OE OOO: 10 
400,0002 Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock 5% э a 
250,000 Do. do. Фа Deb. Боск .. ise v .. | Stock 
60,000 | Edmundson's Electrio Corporation, Ord. Shares ae aa as 6 
80,000 Do. 00: 6 Сот. Pref, ee ee ae ee 
141,00 Kensington and Кайра Ele oo ors ое a 
з ge Eleo as 
90,000 do. Debenture Btook Stoch 
110,000 | London Electric supply Corporation, ted, Ота. .. 8 
840 Do. do. 6 % Pref. b 
250,000! do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock 
100,000 йе а Eleotrlo Supply, : to 100,000 . А 10 
. 71,106 Do. do. 449%, Cum. Pref. 17,10€ 106, £8 paid ET 5 
830,000; Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. 8 ae єл 
950,000: Do. do. Mort. Deb: ню с Боа y» .. | Stock |: 
Notting Hill Electric Lightin " ws 10 
8t. James’ and Pall Mall Electric o Light, Ord 6 
Do. do. Pret. 90,061 to хо 40,080 1 E: 


Do. do. 
amuraa Markets Eleotrio Supp ora. * 
South London Blectsicit Е, ‘Ord. 


Ы ee е» 6 
4 96 Deb. Stock .. | Stock 


ee ee ee ee ee b 


Urban Bleotrio Варріу, © $a а - iy © 6 
Do. o. 5 % Cum. Pret, ee vs T s. x 6 
Weesenin stet mente Варуу, сте. a à gs ae b 
5 % Cum. Pref. .. E EN s 6 E o RE 
ы reer to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated al] shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, December 2nd. 
D at Week's 
CHEMICALS, &o. Pu шо сы: METALS, &о. (continued). Price | Inc. or Deo 
а Acid, Hydrochloric eo 0 perowt. 6/- is д Copper Sbbet . per ton £71 
a ,» Nitric ee ee ee ee per cwt. 99/- oe 9 LT] ae ee oe ee per ton £71 
а „ Orxalic.. to ee .. per owt. 82/- sà в » (Electrolytic) Bers per ton £68 
а „ Sulphuric... + .. per cwt. 5/8 va в 5 Sheets .. per ton 2718 us 
а niac, Sal! . per cwt. 49/- e € n " per ton £75 
а Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. рег ton #88 10 EN 6 „ " Н.С. Wire per lb. 2 : 
а iy) 99 ee ee ee per ton £80 ee / Ebonite Rod ee oe ee per 1b. ee 
a B powder . ee ee per ton 24 10 ee э Bheet ee ee L] per Ib. p ee 
a Bisulphide ү Carbon .. рег ton £15 ex n German Silver Wire .. per lb. 1/6 ы 
а Bora T $e 2s .. рег ton £18 ёж h Gutta-percha fine. ae .. per lb. 8/- +, 
а Bensole (90 96) ee oe .. рег gal, 77— - h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 8/11 to 4/- : 
8 » (60/90 ) is .. per gal. 5/6 905 $ Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. .. per ton £18 we 
а r Sulphate .. oe .. per ton £20 я $ ,, Pig (Cleveland warrants) per ton 49/8 ia 
a Lead, Nitrate at ee .. рег ton 294 - $ ,  Forgin ro epe cip per ton From 411 - 
а [T] White Bugar ee ee per ton £81 oe 4 » Багер, . per ton 416 to 50% ee 
s unu i sh 5% T ss xm 297 10 es б, Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. рег ton 416 T 
а Me per gal. is 
a Naphthe, Solvent Qi a 160°C). per gal. 5/6 8 о Lead, English Ingos .. .. ber ten 4. E11 10} ' 
a P .. per lb. ва, - Sheet .. рег ton 218 s 
@ „ Caustic с (75/80%). . .. per ton £94 E f Manganin Wire No. 98 ..  .. per lb. - M 
в Bisulphate e per ton £85 «s g Mercury per bot. b 2/6 dec. 
в She sa .. рег сті. 285/- | 4/- inc. d Mica en original cases) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 oe 
a Sulphate of Magnesia. Per ton £4 10 js 9; н » medinm per lb. 9/6 to 8/9 s 
а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per = 2 i aa d pt bor в Сач рег 12 - pA pe xd 
a )5 Recov ered eo oe per n ee огр TO: per ui е 
в 75 Lump << .. рег ton #5 we $5 Pollen bars stings per lb. 1/- to 1/8 Zu 
а Soda. Caustic (white Ю 95) .. рег ton 210 15 T P ” » beri dee per Ib. From 1/1 «s 
a LT] ee ee ee per ton £8 oe o Platinum ee eo oe ее per ов, £4 ee 
a „  Bichromate, casks., ee per lb, за. sė j Silicium Bronse Wire per lb. 9d. to 11d. wee 
Е Magnet, aco’d’g todeso’ р' n per ton 258 es 
METALS, &o. н inbars .. .. £15 to £40 cu 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton 4190 T 9 Tin, Block .. .. .. per ton £123 { sor. inc.] 
b 9 Wire, іп ton lots .. рег ton £108 vx g n Fol .. .. .. ec per tb. 1/6 .. 
b i Sheet, in ton lots 1. per ton 1 a Ge 4 Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. per ib. 1/64 3d. dec. 
p Babblit's metal ingots ..  .. per ton £48 to £180 їй p White Anti-triction Metals 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12") basis per lb. d. a “ White Ant” brand per ton £49 to £63 es 
€ „ Tube (brased) .. per lb. 83d. 2 j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on sp'ls per lb. 8d. oe 
6 „ (solid dran): per lb. 74d. - 1 n еа. Flax. .. per lb. - 
в, W ^ z as .. per lb. d. e i » В ply 10 be. Russian . per lb. 448. va 
s Copper Tubes (brased) per lb. 934. as j » Russian, single .. per lb. А - 
» (solid drawn) .. per lb. d. us j lbs. Jute rove .. рег ton 1 АА 
; Copper Bars (best selected .. рег ton 1 k Zino, Bh't (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per ton #93 15 us 


alte or dis. by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; e Thos. Bolton inp us Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Bons.; e Frederick 
dis-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & Bbakspeare; В Edward 1 ill & Co.; i Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Moria Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; я P, Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronse Co., Ltd. 


oo ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


— 


Receipts for Miles Receipts for 

Locality, [рч Мт the week. Total to date. | open Locality, i Nair ihe week. Total to date. 
ё g* £ &* ы | 2 ГА £ 8" c T3 * 
Aberdeen Nov. 28 | 1,077 | +937 32,750 + 5,505, 10 — g (South Staffordshire .. | Nov.20 | 985 | +867 49,588 | + 7,949. -3 
Birmingham  .. ..| , 28 4908 | +161 244.200 + 9,641) — | — 2 | gSwansen.. . „ 20 475 | + 85 | 24,195) + 2,027 — 
Bournemouth .. . „ 55| 778 — | — — 10 — 3 8 Launen. „ 0 a |+ 1| 2.82 — 196 H «H 
Blackburn », 27 700 | + 82| 80276 + 912 194 74 | © E mou. „ 20 315 — 1| 14,671) + 184 = 
Blackpool . „ 26 9293 | + 14 | 86,598 | — 188 — 1€ eston-super-Mare..| „ 18 88 | — 1| 5616|— 614 +% 
Blackpool and Fleetwood , 28 160 | — 28 „08 — 138 74 — |È Ei Wolverhampton Dist.) „ 20 854 | + 58 18,176 | + 7,€09 +8 
Blackpool and Lytham..| „ 19 167 | + 87 460 + 909] —|— | & |f Wrexham „ 20 115 — 460; — — — 
Bolton - ss ss » 29 | 1,685 | +158 64,980 + 7,858] 96 | — | Yorks. Woollen Dist. .. » 20 524 — 15,284 — 6 | — 
Bradford ee ee oe == ue ipa raa — 41 +4 3 8 Cardiff *j 28 1,794 + 287 69,40 + 19.150 14 T 
Brighton „, 29 784 | + 86 | 83989! — 63 — Chatham & District Co. 5, 26| 4 +172 | 95, 418,706 | &63 ' — 
Bristol — .. .. .. » 27| 4,850 |427| — — |s — © Doer se e „ 2| ES | — 10 | 10-5 S) | — 
Burnley .. . e| o 28 741487 — Le 7% | — Dublin a „ 1| 4,287 | + 17 | 118,194 | + 7,807 | + & 
[ваше пато „ » 20 166 — 8| 8t81|— 80 4 — É Bast Ham .. .. „, 28 588 | +167 | 28,857 + 7,63. 5 i+ 3 
Dev | e 20| 467 | +321 | 21,476 + 1,944 6 — | 9 | азот .. „ 28 | 18,160 | 4785 | 856,519 | +370688 66 +4 
Dudley Stourbridge. „ 20 768 | + 40 7 + 3, (68 — Hull. АР as є „ 28; 1,825 | +125 | 65, + 3709, 114 |+1 
[T] 20 900 + 62 40,799 + 5.291 1 + 3 4 Ilkeston ee ev ө, » 25 196 — — — | 4 — 
. Gravesend—Northfleet » 20 217 | + 47 | 11,286 | + 1,171 = Isle of Thanet... „ 28 258 | + 1 | 82,802 | — 1,619 10 | — 
Í Greenock—P4, Glasgow „ 20 468 | + 44 „505 + 2.079 74 | — 3 Leeds T as .. „ 28| 4,671 | +851 195,064 411,773) 41 — 
Hartlepool T ae „ 20 945 | + 94 12,627 + 787 +2 | B | Liverpool .. ie e| os 21 | 9,465 | +572 | 478,875 | +16,652 108 Чё 
Kidderminster... ..| 4 20 96 |+ 8 5,980 + 169 — Manchester oo „ 28 | 10,969 6956 | 411,981 4 201,166; 72 — 
Mertb rr. „ 20| 184 |480| 9,201 — 60 8 |— A Neweastle. 9 281 98422 4488 — = |17 — 
jg Middleton oe А » 20 250 | + 16 | 14,96! + 1,627! 83 — Portsmouth we : „ 28 1,292 | + 90 64,787 4+ 8,915, 144 | — 
д Oldham—Ash sel. Ge 20 511 — E., C6 e 1,5759 8 | — Salford .. ae s „ 80, 4,021 |+ 1266 | 184, 1 40, 90 |— 
Peterborough .. ..| „ 20 110 — 6. — — — Southampton „, 9 848 + 8 — — 9 — 
Poole  .. "P РР s 20 294 | + 28 | 14,198 | + 9,058 ot — |, | Sunderland es e| „ 9 055 | + 88 + 2,088 | 90 \+8 
Rothesay.. ee ee н 20 86 =. B 6,810 + 1,608 at — Oi and B. London Ry. 19 23 8 030 — 461 64,691 P" d =» 
| Sheerness ee °„| » 18 50 — 2, 809 — — Du and Lucan Віту] „ 29 + 8 +, 1% == 
Bouthport co ee | 20 249 | 27 14,681 | + 8.674 | 53 | — Liverpool Overhead Ry. $9 | 1,000 | +116 | 88,766 + 2,428) 6 | — 
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METAL MARKET. 


Fluctuations in November. 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


THE EDISON ACCUMULATOR FOR AUTOMOBILES. 
By W. HiBbzRT, Aseociate-Member. 
(Paper read November 26th, 1908.) 


( (Concluded from page 885.) 


FLEXIBILITY OF TRE CELL. 


The new cell will probably be called upon to stand very rapid 
and large fluctuations in the value of the current. The following 
curve, fig. 5, shows that it behaves like an elastic structure, its 
pressure rising and falling with varying demand, but responding at 


such a rapid rate that the lines of changing pressure appear vertical 
on the diagram. The change to and from 230 amperes will appear 
more trying if the weight of the cell be kept in view. 

In most of the experiments so far described, the discharge was 
stopped when the terminal voltage fell to 0°75. At this point, as 
all thé curves show, the pressure is falling rapidly, and would lead 
to the assumption that it must speedily reach zero. But this is not 
the case. At а still lower pressure the rate of fall suddenly alters 


^6 


^35 е 


ES Б ШЕ БЕ ИН ШИНЕ ГЫ ЭШ ИЕ И 
4 2. 3 4 A 


Time in hours. 


Кто. 6. 


aud the curve becomes fiat again. Presumably this is due to a 
secondary chemical action arising when the active materials have 
been more or less changed by the ordinary discharge. ‘Che curves 
given above (fig. 6) indicate the extent and variation of this pro- 
longed discharge. They were given by one of the small cells con- 
taining four pocket, two positive and two negative. The currents 
are small, but the indications are typical of the behaviour of larger 


celle. 
EFFECT OF Rxsr. 


There are many experimentsin my notebook which show that the 
cell does not suffer when allowed to stand discharged for fair 
lengths of time. A very good illustration will be given when 
dealing with the motor-car trials. A parallel question arises as to 
how far the cell can retain its charge when allowed to stand idle. 

Various trials have been made, two of which may be mentioned. 


A cell was charged fully and allowed to stand 48 hours before dis- 


charge began. It then yielded 155 ampere-hours = 91 per cent. of 
the full discharge. 

Part of this deficiency is undoubtedly due to the fact that a dis- 
charge commencing immediately is enriched by the gases contained 
in the pockets along with the active material. The experiment 
just alluded to was therefore regarded as giving an idea of the 
immediate value of this gas effect, along with the 48 hours’ action 
due to a short rest, such as the experiment was intended to detect. 
To get a better estimate of the effect of rest on the active materials, 
the cell was now charged up again and allowed to rest for 26 days. 
The discharge which followed gave 124 ampere-hours. 

Compared with the full discharge, 170 ampere-hours, this is 


| equal to 73 per cent. But compared with the discharge taken after 


two days’ rest, we have au efficiency of 80 per cent. after 24 days’ 


rest. That is to say, the active material lost only 20 per cent. of its 
charge in 24 days. 


The reference here made to the effect of rest on a charged cell 


makes this a convenient place to say how persistent is the effect of 
the electrolytic gases on the E. M.F. When charging is complete 
the E.M.F. is about 1:6 volte, and if the cell be left on open circuit 
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the value falls very slowly to about 1:35. It may be interesting to 
give a curve showing the time change in the E.M.F. when the 
charged cell is allowed to stand. 


EFFICIENCY, 


Efficiency is not very much considered in the present methods of 
working traction cells. A laboratory experiment is of much lesa use 
on this point than on many others. The strength of acid employed 
enjoins on the user the advisability of charging up when the car 
comes in, and of giving the cells a buck-up” charge if much time 
elapses before the car is used again. This reduces efficiency. Tested 
on the bench, the Edison automobile cell has an efficiency varying 


4 2 а 


Time in hours 


FIG. 7. 


from 66 to 50 per cent. Charged and discharged at 60 amperes, I 
found it to be jast about 60 per cent. Charged at 100 amperes and 
discharged at 60, the efficiency was 56 per cent. Charged for one 
hour at 177 ampere rate, and discharged at 60 amperes, the efficiency 
was 50 per cent. The highest figure (about 66 per cent.) was 
obtained at 30 amperes. 

These figures are lower than would be found with good lead 
traction cells under the same condition of discharge following 
immediately after charge. But the experiment described on p. 921, 
in which a cell was kept charged for nearly four weeks, proves that 
under garage conditions the Edison cell would have a much higher 
efficiency tban the cells now used. 

The point is of secondary importance only, as the total cost of 
keeping a car in running order is so high in relation to the cost of 
energy, that variations in the latter are of small moment. 


OBSERVATIONS ON TBE Roap. 


In considering the conclusions which could legitimately be drawn 
from the foregoing Jaboratory experiments, it was obvious that the 
results might be objected to on the ground that an accumulator 
intended for automobiles ought to do its work on the road, subject 
to all the irregular vibration which travelling entaile. The force of this 
objection is obvious, and I was enxious to get some chance of watch- 
ing the battery under running conditions. Fortunately, some 40 
cells arrived from America in July last, and Mr. Dick had 38 of 
these placed on a runabout, and gave me the cbanoe of observing 
their behaviour. To this opportunity I could devote only a part of 
my summer holiday, and therefore the observations do nof cover 
such a long run as is desirable. But they were long enough and 
varied enough to show that the laboratory results are still obtained 
when the work is done on the road. 

A brief description of the car will во се. It was a runabout 
made by the Stadebaker Co., of Indiana, weighing, when fully loaded 
and carrying two persons, about 1,950 lbs. Of this, 700 Ibs. was due 
to the 38 celle and their wooden frames. 

Unfortunately, the battery and motor were unhappily mated, the 
latter being a Westinghouse 40-volt 24-ampere machine, while the 
cells gave an average pressure of about 48 volts. The motor was, 
therefore, overloaded all the time, and if it had been a point of im- 
portance to investigate the motor and car as well as the bettery, 
some changes would have been necessary. But asthe battery could, 
by careful observation, be tested independently, and as time was 
not too plentiful, the car was accepted as it stood. 

It is not necessary here to describe any of the mechanical details. 
The controller had four stops with four speeds, but the first and 
second were hardly ever used except momentarily. 

It remains now to state the results of ithe tests. The form in 
which this is done is of some importance, because it ought to deal 
with the battery side of the investigation; traction questions proper 
are subsidiary. A brief statement will clear them out of the way. 

Tractive F[fort.—On good level road the speed was close to 14 miles 
per hour, aud the power about 1,920 watts, which is practically 
equal to 2,200 watts per ton. These figures indicate abont 79 Ibs. per 
ton for the tractive effort. Allowing for the motor efficiency, and 
putting it at 85 per cent. (probably not во good because of overload- 
ing), the tractive effort is 67 Ibs. per ton. 

The work appears to be about 135 watt- hours per ton-mile, a 
higher figure than is usually taken in America. This is not 
мош considering the want of balance between battery and 
motor. 

Cost of Power.—Fourteen miles meant nearly two B. of T. units. 
It we take the efficiency of the cells as low as 50 percent. (it is 
always low in electric traction as usually carried out), the charging 
would be 4 units. At 2d. per unit the cost would be 8d., or 0574. 
per mile. 

Turning to the battery. Toe programme I drew up was intended 
to yield answers to the following questions:— 

1. Is the capacity of the cell the same when running on the road 
as when discharging ia the laboratory ? 

2. Will the battery stand excessive discharge rates on the road? 

3. Will it take a rapid charge and utilise it on the road ? 

4. Will it recover after lying discharged for some time? 

5. Does the capacity change in any detectable degree by reason of 
the mechanical agitation ? 

6. What attention is required? 

When the car was hauded over to me i: hed already been driven 
by the battery a distance of about 40) miles. This work was done 

n Parie, tha charging being arrange i by M. Gadot. This part of 


the work, however, I do not describe, the purpose being to exclude 
all but my own work. 


The following is a diary of our runs :— 


Aug. 29. Standing discharge: 159 ampere-hours. 

» 30. Paristo Versailles snd back, through the Park 
of St. Cloud. Good climb. Run about 
Paris ... us s es ve wb 

„ 31. Eighteen miles towards Rouen and back. 
About Paris ... eas wey ees ... 48 , 

Sept. 1.| Journey to London. Car ran acroes Paris, 

» 4. then train to Havre ; train also from South- 
&mpton to Waterloo. Motor overhauled at 
Niagara Garage, and then finished the dis- 
charge by running round London. At 
Southampton the battery had to be partially 
discharged through wire ssi -— 

» 5. London to Northampton, stopping at Dun- 
stable for a partial charge. Part of the dis- 
charge was taken next day round about 
Nortbampton ... yak ae we es 771 „ 

„ 7. Northampton to Leicester. One stiff climb 

at Hopping Hill тре gs — 32 i 

„ 8. Partial charge at 100 4. for 90 minutes = 150 

f A.H. Leicester out towards Nottingham 16 
miles and back; through Loughborough... 38 i 

„ 9. Charge 225 л н. Repeated yesterday's run 
with extension. Discharge 150 А.Н. | 

» 9. Charged 1 br. 55 min, 219 Ан. Repeated 
the Loughborough run. | 
. Last six miles run out next morning. 

„ 10. One hour's charge, 150 a.m. Same run. 
Discharge, 107 A. H. (S2 miles). 

„ 10. Charged 1 hr. 20 min. = 242 A. H., and 65 
started off for Northampton. Storm all " 
the way. Wind dead abead. Most ex- 
cessive discharge. : 

» 11. Northampton to London, with partial charge 
at Dunstable. Run about in London „ 

Allowed to stand discharged for 10 days. 

» 20. Charged for 1 hr, 186 a.m. Ran round 
London КА iss a е . 31 

» 29. Standing discharge: 158 ampere-hours. 


39 miles. 


29$ „ 


77 » 


The total distance run is 508 miles while under my control. 
Addirg tbe 400 miles run before that time gives 908 miles. 

It will be observed that several runs were made from Leicester. 
This was дое to the fact that Mr. Hales, the engineer to Mr. Wathes, 
was kind enough to arrange that he would be ready to assist in 
charging just as I liked, and at any hour. Mr. Hales also chose for 
me the route followed, my request being that it should be a fairly 
typical English road. The conditions of each run were decided, 
not by the desire to make so many miles, but to solve one of the six 
questions already mentioned. 

1. Is the capacity on the road equal to that found in the 
laboratory ? 

In order to answer this and some other questions, I determined 
to eliminate the iufluence of car and motor, and to record observa- 
tions of voltmeter and ammeter while discharging, just as is done in 
tne laboratory. It seemed to me that the trouble involved (travelling 
with watch and notebook in hand) was worth facing, and it cer- 
taialy taught me a great deal which could not have been definitely 
known їп any other way. 

As will be seen in the section 5,a preliminary experiment proved 
that the battery had a capacity of 159 ampere-hours at 60 amperes.* 
The question was would the same quantity be available on the 
road? From the many observations, I choose the record of 
September 9th as one of those most closely watched. The run was 
from Leicester to some miles beyond Loughborough and back, with 
a final run round Braigate Park Road. Distance = 40 miles. 
Eighty observations of curtent during the 3j hours make the 
ampere-hours 150. 

As the discharge was not then quite complete—the volts being 
above 0°75 per c3ll—it is evident that the quantity delivered in one 
complete discharge w.s pratically the same as that found in the 
laboratory. 

2. Will tbe ka ‘ery stat d excessive discharge rates on the rad ? 

The original intention was to allow this to be determined by 
choosing stiff gradients for the car to negotiate. Accidentally, 
however, and mo;t uapleasintly, we had a better test than that. 
The return journey frum Leicester to Northampton was com- 
menced in the afternoon of September 10th, the day of the great 
cyclonic disturbance which spread over England and the West of 
Europe. That 32-mile run will not easily be forgotten. My 
ordinary observations were impossible; recording was а fa‘lore. 
But I mentally noted trat the current on the level rose to 55 or 
60 amperes instead of 40, the wind being dead shead and roads 
greasy. Oa the slopes the current was frequently 90 and 100, aud 
on ons hill the index passed out of my sight, and must therefore 
bave been momentarily mor. than 150 amperes. 

The journey о Е 4 hour, as compared with 2:5 hours on our 
outward course. The last 6 or 7 miles were covered at a slow 
pace, and аз iut:restiug point crops up ia that connection. 
Althou;h I culd not make a written note of the instramenta! 
yeidin.8, I kept a pretty constant eye on the ammeter. While 


toese data were fr:sh in my mind, I calculated the discharge from 


* Ths is somewhat lower than I fond in the laboratorr. 
Deta le examination uf the 38 cells proved that two cells were «t 
decidedly low capacity — probably fiom the beginning. This would 
acco..n; for the deficit. 
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the cella, and made it close to 190 ampere-hours. I regard this as a 
figure which errs on the side of deficiency rather than excess. If it 
be asked how this excessive quantity could be obtained, the answer 
n p found in that extra delivery at lower voltage, which is shown 
in fig. 6. 

For many purposes this low-pressure discharge is useless, but for 
an emergency like that of this stormy afternoon it is a great 
consolation! It helps to carry the car home, although not counted 
in the normal capacity of the cell. It is noteworthy that the cells 
deliver the normal current with this lower voltage for quite an 
appreciable time. 

3. Will the battery take a rapid charge (say one hour) and utilise 
it in discharge? i 

Several experiments of this sort have been recorded. A one- 
bour's charge was tried at Leicester. Unfortunately, the supply 
station belonging to Mr. Wathes wasin a state of transition, but 
his chief engineer, Mr. Hales, took considerable trouble in giving us 
special facility ; 150 amperes was the maximum current we could 
get at the time, owing to the unfinished state of the new building 
and machinery. | 

The cells received 150 ampere-hours in the hour, and їп the 
5 run delivered 107 ampere-hours = 71 per cent. of the 
charge. 

This is exactly the figure found in the laboratory test, 
and also in the standing discharge test previously described. 
From these three experiments it is clear that with currents of 
200, 175, and 150 amperes continued for one hour each, the cell 
absorbs about 70 per cent. of the charge. I have not had facility 
for trying a still higher current, but it seems probable that the same 
proportion would hold good even with a higher current. 

In Leicester, as in London, the run obtained from a onc-hour's 
charge was quite satisfactory. 

4. Will the battery recover after standing discharged ? 

The car was run about until its speed, and also the voltmeter, 
indicated that we were on the fiaal slope of the discharge curves. 
The car was then allowed to stand 10 days in the discharged 
condition. At the end of that time it was charged as follows :— 


For 44 minutes at about 200 amperes = 156 ampere-hours. 
For 16 »» 120 » 


Total = 1 hour's charge = 186 „ 


The car was then run round London, and covered 31 miles, yielding 
134 ampere-hours. This figure for the discharge was found by 
numerous observations taken during the greater part of the run, com- 
bined with less numerous readings for the rest of the time. The 


efficiency is 155 = 72 per cent. 

From there data, it is obvious that the behaviour of the 38 cells 
after 10 days’ idleness in а discharged condition is very similar to 
that observed in the laboratory when quite new, and also very 
similar to that observed at Leicester under high charging rate. 

It was thought that the combination of harsh treatment due to 
standing discharged, followed by excessive charging current would 
prove specially trying, bat the cells behaved very well even under 
these circumstances. 

The test now recorded was followed by the final test on capacity 
as recorded under (5), the two teste taken together giving a decidedly 
affirmative answer to the question now under discussion. 

Ав the question respecting the wisdom of leaving a discharged 
cell idle is one of great importance, I will make one other remark. 
No injury appears to arise; the cell works as well after as before. 
But it is advisable to charge for a longer time after such an idle 
time. The chemical actions—the absorption changes—are a little 
. slower than usual; or perhaps it is more accurate to say that a 
greater proportion of active material is in need of restoration by 
the charge. 

5. Does the capacity change in any detectable degree by reason of 
the mechanical agitations due to running ? 

Accumulators used for automobiles always deteriorate in capacity 
after a longer or shorter time. Roughly speaking, even a good 
battery of the lead type shows a diminished capacity after about 


600 miles run, even by the crude test of miles per charge. Buch a 
test must always be crude, because of the inflnenoe of the road, 
wind and gradient on the distance covered, even while the battery 
is still fresh. : 

As other duties prevented me taking charge of the car for more 
than 16 days, with no possibility of running anything like 1,000 
miles, it was necessary to arrarge for an accurate test of capacity at 
the beginning and end of the trials. 

A standing discharge was therefore taken at Paris on August 
29th, and gave 159 ampere-hours. This is slightly less than that 
found for a single cell in the Polytechnic laboratory, but on 
examining each cell two were found to be decidedly low, and 
these two brought down the pressure to the final limit rather pre- 
maturely. However, as this figure was to act merely as a standard 


. oficomparison for a similar final test, it was accepted, with all the 


disadvantage of two somewhat inferior cells. | 

On September 29th, after ruuning 508 miles, the final standing 
discharge was taken, and gave 158 ampere-hours. 

In these experiments the errors of observation may exceed 1, but 
do not rise to 2 per cent. 

The result may be regarded as showing that the capacity remained 
intact during the 500-mile ran. 

Remembering that there were two cells in the 38 which were 
obviously low, probably from the beginning, it is doing no violence 
to accept the capacity as normal at the end of my triale, and there- 
fore at the end of something like 900 miles run since they were put 
on the car. Fig. 8 gives the discharge curve. The observations at 
Paris and at London are indistinguishable on the scale to which this 
curve is drawn. 

ATTENTION REQUIBED. 


To practical men this is a most important point. They have not 
generally done justice to accumulators, because they have been 
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unwilling to give them that unceasing examinatiou which is devoted 
to the other parts of the mechanism. If the Edison cells needed 
more attention than that now given to lead cells, the need would be 
&n objectionable feature to the men who have most to do with 
them. It was for this reason that I was so anxious to add to my 
laboratory work a series of trials from the garage point of view. 

For example, the laboratory could never decide one most simple 
question. The terminals and connections of the new cell cannot 
be “burned” in any way comparable with tha method adopted for 
lead cells. Would the mere surface contact and screw-nut adopted 
by Mr. Edison make a lasting connection? Laboratory trials were 
useless for answering this question, even though it was obvious that 
the design of the terminal was exceedingly good from the 
mechanical standpoint. 

However, my 500 miles on the road were sufficient to test them; 
not one of them failed or became weak. Not one of the terminals 
proper had to be touched from the beginning to the end of the run. 
We had rough roads and rough weather,so that the motor was 
seriously overloaded, and the car was so strained that it had to go 
into serious repair as soon as our run was finished, but the battery 
aud its terminals endured it all. I was especially pleased to see 
that in the last charge but one, with & charging current of 200 
amperes, the contacts were still so good that not one of them became 
unduly warm. Considering what they had gone through, this was 
a very good testimonial. 

Another point about which I had some misgiving, aud one that 
bad been mentioned in the American papers, was the question of 


frothing. It was said that in charging, the evolved gases caused 


so much frothing that the liquid would soon be run out at the vent 
hole. 

During my laboratory experiments, extending over two month» 
continuous work, frothing occurred on two separate occasions. But 
un each occasion it lasted for about one minute only. In both cases 
it occurred at the end of a long charge. 

On the road frothing occurred with one or two cells on two 
occasions. Even these did not persist, and their evidence was 
rather in favour of the result being accidental. It is true that on 
the ContinentI came across a cell which was said to froth rather 
persistently. But this probably arose from a very simple fact. A 
workman is very apt to treat the one kind of accumulator as he 
would the other. I found one of them even using oily waste to 
polish the cap which covers the vent hole. Itis obvious, however, 
that many kinds of grease will be objectionable, seeing that with 
the alkali they readily form soap solution, with a consequent 
tendency to froth. Soap, grease, and all other colloids ought, of 
course, to be excluded, and are excluded rigorously from the cell. 

As the 38 cells on the car were practically free from any degree 
of frothing worth mentioning, although they were put together by 
men who had never seen the cell before, and as this agrees with my 
own experience in the laboratory, I think that the objection made 
on this ground cannot be substantiated. 
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The point which requires attention, and which cannot be neglected 
with impanity, is the necessity for adding distilled water from time 
to time. As far as my own experience went, this was needed after 
about five or six chargings. This meant after each 160 to 170 miles 
run with our car. The frequency of the water addition cannot, 
however, have any settled relation to miles run. It depends on the 
number of times the cells are charged, and especially i? over- 
charged. As different cars equipped with variable relative weight 
of battery run different distances on one charge, it is desirable to 
get this matter put into the right form at once. The men working 
A garage charging stations are apt to interpret everything iu 
miles. 

Lire. 


Respecting life, there is the general favourable tendency of the 
evidence already adduced. The cells used in the car had not 
changed by a detectable percentage of their original capacity at 
the end of my contact with them. That is the most direct 
testimony I can offer at present. Chemical examination is pro- 
ceeding, but has not as yet reached a stege at which I can add to 
the present knowledge. The chemical changes may be summed up 
in the following equation :— 


After charge. 
| KHO 


After discharge. 


E NiO Fe ) becomes { NiO | KHO | ео 


But it is better to write the equation ina manner which, though less 
simple, will be more in accordance with the practical requirements 
hus :— | 


After charge. 
KHO 
n. NiO, 12.0 m. Ев. 
After discharge. 
(n — р) NiO, KHO (m — p) Fe 
p.NO 12H20 p. FeO. 


If I am asked my opinion as to the probability of life, the reply is 
definite enough. Having had these cells under close observation now 
for some months, I believe they will live in working order for much 
longer time than is usual. How niuch longer I cannot eay, but I look 
forward with some confidence to euch a duration as will make the 
Edison cell a permanent and valuable addition to the resources of 
electrical engineers. 


Abstract of Inaugural Address delivered to the Manchester Section 
by Mr. E. W. Cowan, Chairman, November 17th, 1903. 


Ма. Cowan had intended to deal with recent developments in gas 
engines and producers, but found that the most interesting informa- 
tion was not ready for publication; he therefore took up the sub- 
ject of “Some Hindrances to the Development of the Electrical 
Manufacturing Industry in this Country,” but first referred to some 
local matters of interest. 

A Joint Committee has been formed to consider the establish- 
ment of acommon meeting place and library for the technical and 
scientific societies of the city, as suggested by Mr. Wordingbam, 
and has submitted a report to the societies interested. The Chair- 
man appealed to the members to support the movement, and 
pointed out some of the many advantages to be derived from auch 
an institetion, which he considered would constitute a movement 
of public importance to the welfare of the city. 

Turning to his main subject, the Chairman stated that the elec- 
trical industry was sick; half the ordinary share capital invested 
in it was bearing no interest at all, whereas it should pay 10 per cent. 
" It must not be forgotten that this country must live by what it 
produces, and not by baying foreign goods.“ 

It is often said that municipal contracts are not worth having." 
This is due to tbe introduction of an element of risk without the 
corresponding chance of increaced remuneration, the bargain being 
one-sided. The engineer's decision has to be accepted as conclusive 
on almost all matters in doubt; this is an element of risk which 
ought to be paid for. Again, the delay in payment is a heavy 
burden; a manufacturing firm ehould charge 15 to 20 per cent. 
intereat per annum on the delayed payment—which has been known 
to amount to 50 per cent. of the value of the contract. A payment 
of thousande of pounds has been delayed for a month because of a 
trifling error in the tone of an electric bell! Such proceedings are 
illegal and tyrannous. Further, the inability of municipalities to 
5 delivery when due has led to such delay as to absorb all the 
profit. 

The consulting engineer will accept standard apparatus from abroad, 
while be alters the designs of home manufacturers without limit. 
“ Further, the foreigner is allowed to supply apparatus in which 
iron is given the appearance of brass by means of gold paint; he 
may use fulcrum contacts for his switches, and violate many other 
stereotyped and cherished ideas of the English engineer. In a 
recent case which came under my notice a consulting engineer 
demanded an increase of insulation which involved serious extra 
expense in the design. A test was made under a pressure of about 
12 times the working pressure, and the engineer invited to witness 
it. The only result was a refusal to discuss the question, and a 
repetition of the demand to add the increased insulation. Then 
again, the engineer will take no responsibility for his alterations, 
or fo p the satisfactory working of apparatus made to his specifica 
tion* One engineer, some time ago, specified the full details of a 
resistance, including the temperature v se, with a given dissipation of 
watts! Another engineer having been iuformed that, in the opinion 
of the manufacturer, an alteration that he demanded would spoil 


the fitting, replied that if he found that was the case he would 
reject it. A consulting engineer does, in my opinion, too much and 
too little. There are, of course, notable exceptions, but I am 
speaking generally. He will declaim against Engiish manufacturers 
neglecting to standardise, and in his own work make standardisation 
impossible. . . It must have been a consulting engineer who 
invented the clause to the effect that the contractor was bound to 
satisfy himself that there were no mistakes in the drawings issued 
for him to work to. 

“The business incapacity of resident engineers has also an 
indirect effect damaging to the contractor who is executing work 
to the specification of the consulting engineer to the municipality. 
The resident engineer, as he has to handle the apparatus, is 
naturally inclined to interfere, and he generally does so. When 
he complains about something, and the contractor informs him 
that it is in accordance with arrangements made with the con- 
sulting engineer, he replies, in the first place, by making un- 
complimentary remarks about the consulting engineer, and, in 
the second place, asserts that he is going to have it altered. 
He thereby creates a curious situation, which is often amusing 
to everyone but the contractor. It is not generally to the 
interest of the consulting engineer to quarrel with the resident 
engineer; and though he protests that the opinion of the resident 
engineer has no effect upon him, it is the usual experience of 
the contractor that the resident engineer geta his way. 

“ According to my own views, the manufacturer in this country 
should be able to look to the consulting engineers (or resident 
engineers when they take the consulting engineer's place) to protect 
the manufacturers’ interests as well as the intereste of their own 
clients. Let them make it their business to work for the elimination 
of one-sided agreements in respect to contracts, aud let them 
combine leniency with strictness in just proportion in controlling 
the execution of the work, and they will render a great service to 
the industry in this country. It is a primary condition of pros- 
perity that the producere should be treated with justice. It must 
bs remembered that it is seldom in the ultimate interests of a 
manufacturer to carry disputes to arbitration or the court’. It 
might he contended that it was withia the power of manufacturers 
to protect themselves by refusing to sign one-sided contracts, &c. 
To do so requires that they should be in a strong position, and as I 
stated earlier they are now in anything but a strong position. 
It is foreign competition which lays its retarding band on the 
enterprise of the British manufacturer of electrical manufactures, 
and it is foreign competition which would render united action 
on their part futile. I am not referring to united action to main- 
tain prices or increased profite, but to united action in self defence 
from the tyranny of the buyer." 

The chairman then proceeded to dealat length with the Fiscal 
Question. Unfortunately the limitations of our available 
prohibit onr reproducing in full his masterly exposition of the 
leading aspects of this important matter, in which, with re- 
markable impartiality, he weighed the pros and cons judicially. 
A few quotations must suffice :—'' It is a matter of great regret that 
the principles of economic science have been not only ignored bat 
rejected by the large majority of those who have contributed during 
the last few months to this discussion.“. Though Protection 
may be proved to be unscientific, it may nevertheless be desirable.” 
... “Neither Free Trade nor Protection, as at present practised, 
has sufficient potency to drag down a country, the people of which 
are industrious, thrifty, skilful and enterprising, nor to save a 
couvtry, the people of which lack these qualities." . . . It is in 
the ultimate interests of the country that the consumer should be 
deprived of the advantage to him of dumping, in cases where the 
vested interests of manufacturers suffer.” ... " It England is sur- 
rounded by foreign countries, the people of which live according to 
8 lower standard of life, Protection or a tariff on importa will become 
a necessity." . . . 

In conclusion, Mr. Cowan advocated a system of Scientific Pro- 
tection, as opposed to Popular Protection, whereby the advantages 
of competition would be retained, dumping prevented, and the 
Empire consolidated. 


Abstract of Inaugural Address delivered before the Glasgow Section 
by Mr. W. A. Онаменм, Chairman, November 10th, 1903. 


The chairman first pointed out that, contrary to an existing idea, 
membership of the Local Section involved no coat whatever beyond 
the annual subscription to the Institution at headquarters; he also 
urged that members should not be deterred from bringing forward 
papers by the thought that they might not be printed in the 
Journal, Mr. Chamen then referred to the developments which had 
taken place in theielectrical industry during recent years, beginning 
with the steam turbine, which had been adopted in units up to 
10,000 н.р. each for driving electric generators. So successful bave 
these larger sizes of steam turbines proved to be that this type of 
generating plant will in all likelihood be used before long by the 
Corporation of Glasgow, in connection with ita general electricity 
supply. It would appear that, even on the point of economy in 
steam consumption, recent performances justify the expectation that 
the performance of the best known type of steam engine will be 
equalled if not surpassed by the turbine; but even if this should 
not be the case there isa large margin to the good by the saving in 
capital cost—the interest, einking fund, and other standing 
on which always form a large proportion of the total coat of elec- 
tricity production. 

Referring to tbe progress of power gas plant, although in fuel 
economy tbis typeof generating plaut can be made to surpass either 
the steam engine or the steam turbine, the cepitel cost of tbe 
Bas engine, dynamo, and producer plant, at the present time seems 
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tobe considerably more than the cost of steam dynamos and boilers, 
while of course it is far greater than that of steam turbc-zenerators 
and boilere. When it is borne in mind that the cost of fuel per 
unit of electricity delivered to the consumer on an average lcad, 
like that experienced Ly the Glasgow Corporation electricity supply, 
js about 1d., 16 is obvious that the other items which go to make up 
the total average cost of 2:94d. are of much more serious propor- 
tions; and that anything which may result in the saving of fuel 
(which means a reduction of this farthing) will be worse than useless 
if it tends to increase the standing charges. 

The question of electricity distribution bas advanced less than 
tbat of production. "This item in the total cost of electricity supply 
is one of sufficient importance to warrant the expenditure of much 
thought, and shonld repay the greatest ingenuity which can be 
brought to bear upon it. Under present conditions, the average 
cost per unit delivered to the consumer is about 1:07d. in Glasgow. 

Turning now to the question of demands for electricity supplies, 
it will no doubt be admitted by all electrical engineers that a uniform 
rate of charge per unit of electricity delivered to the consumer is an 
in justice, is unworkable, aud is, in fact, impossible. It has taken 
some years to make this clear to the general public, but it may now 
be taken to be generally granted. Owing to the policy which has 
at last prevailed in this city, of charging as low a price as is possible 
for electricity supplied for driving motors, it is interesting to rote 
that, while in May, 1902, the total horse-power of all motors 
connected to the electricity supply maios of the Glasgow Corpora- 
tion amounted to 3,036; in May, 1903, it had increased to 4,597; 
while since May of this year the increase had been very 
large indeed. The entire removal of all smoke-yieldi:g 
chimneys belonging to factories, &c, would still leave a very 
large amount of smoke coming from the domestic chimneys to be 
dealt with; but there are many cases where electricity is likely to 
be used for both heating and cooking. An electric radiator, for 
example, can be placed in a cold room, and will give out its full 
hea’ within a few seconds of being switched on. It is possible to 
work quite comfortably in a room with a low temperature if one of 
these electric radiators is pear at hand, for its radiant heat at once 
gives the necessary feeling of warmth which cannot be obtained by 
other means until the temperature of the whole atmosphere of the 
rom has been raised to a very considerable extent. This 
peculiarity renders the electric radiator a most bandy appliance for 
domestic use. In cfficee, also, it is likely to find considerable 
favour. 

Coupled with the ever-increasing development of tbe telephone, the 
facilities given by electric tramways for rapid transit enable those 
who previously found it necessary to live within a short distance of 
their business premises to go much further afield. That this fact is 
being taken advantage of to a very large extent, even within the 
municipal boundaries of the city of Glasgow, may be seen from the 
building operations which have been for some little time past 
actively carried on in the more outlying districts of the city. 

An interesting point (though somewhat annoying to shareholders 
in railway companies) in connection with tramway developments is 
the large loss of local railway passenger traffic in and around 
Glasgow. The remedy for this is doubtless to be found in elec- 
trifying the local rail ways, in order to allow of trains being run 
every few minutes. The terminus system proves in present circum- 
stances to be tbe blcck to any material increase in the number cf 
trains above those which are at present run. 

Yet another line of development ів the supply of electric power 
over large areas of country by electricity supply companies. It may 
become as great a factor in the decentralising process as tramways 
and rapid transit railways are likely to be. 

We must not altogether forget the motor-car in connection with 
the process of decentralisation. It is likely to play a most 
important part in the way of intercommunication, and also probably 
by acting as а feeder (> railways in places where it may not pay to 
run tramways. — 

A recent demonstration of a process of welding metals by means 
of the oxy-hydrogen blow-pipe, in which the oxygen and the 
hydrogen are generated by the electro decomposition of water, in 
à very simple and apparently perfect manner, is of interest, as tbe 
process is likely to come into considerable demand. 

The progress made in the demand for electric light is more 
rapid than ever, and is во well and universally known that it scarcely 
requires mention. 

All that tends to cheapen the cost of electricity supply, or that 
tends to economy in the use of it, will most assuredly result in the 
increase of electrical andertakings generally, and it seems that the 
Glasgow Section should become one of tke largest in the country. 

In conclusion, as there were one or two matters in the address 
which might be regarded as controversial, Mr. Chamen adopted the 
unusual conrse of throwing his inaugural address open for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. H. A. Млуов, Member, said that Mr..Chamen had covered a 
wide field, and given much food for thought in many directione. 
The capital cost of the station and works was a point of great import- 
ance ; the total cost of a complete equipment of steam plant was about 
£11 to £12 per horse-power, wberess the figure for the best gas 
engines was about as much for the engine alone. It had long been 
his opinion that the wages part of the cost of central station work 
was higher than it ought to be. He thought that simplification of 
switchboard arrangements v.ould help them in that connection. 
The keeping of records could be overdone, and he believed! that 
tome of the records kept were never referred to. In connection 
with the minimising of the smoke nuisance, there was one case where 
а manufacturer in the engineering trade, who was fined frequently 
for letting black smoke iesue from hig chimney, shut down his 
boilers and put down an 80-H.P. motor, Bince be bad made tbis 
change he had found that not only did be save the fines, but be had 
lowered his actua] cost of production. He quite agreed with what 


Mr. Thamen had said about the effect of electric traction on the local 
train service. As local traffic was presently managed by the railway 
companies, it would be little wonder if it passed out of their hands. 
He aeked them, in conclusion, to join with him in awarding to Mr. 
Chamen а hearty vote of thanks for his interesting and instru:tive 
address. 


Leeps Locar BEOTION. 


In the discussion on Mr. S. D. Schofield’s paper on “Combined 
R:fuse Destructors and Electric Lighting Stations,” to which 
we referred in our issue of November 20th, Mr. W. Еммот 
said that no one would adopt a destructor with the sole object of 
paving coal. In order to minimise the dust troubles, the destructor 
and electricity stations should be placed back to back. Better 
destruction was obtained in combined statione, because the steam 
preseure was bound to be kept within measurable limits, which was 
not во neceesary in pumping work. As to the height of chimneys, he 
considered that 90 to 120 ft. was quite high enough, and that 
there was no need to carry the firebrick lining more than two- 
thirds up. 

Mr. W. B. WoopHovsE thought the sensibility of the people 
sbould be considered, and the destructor placed away from the 
dense portion of the town, which is, of course, not the best place 
for the electricity works. He considered that the author's record 
of 7:1 lbs. of coal per unit was absurdly high; he could generate 
a unit from 33 to 4 lbs. of coke, and with a load factor like Mr. 
Schofield’s could do much better. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL said that with one Meldrum furnace he could 
generate àll the energy necessary for nine miles of tramway. At 
Cleckheaton he had fitted his steam pipes with automatic valves, 
which were really back pressure valves, во arranged that when the 
eteam pressure was highest in the destructor boiler it shut down the 
check valve in the coal-fired boiler. During clinkering tne pressure 
of the destructor boiler falls, and the higher pressure from the otber 
boiler closes the check valve on the destructor boiler, and allows 
its pressure to rise again. At Cleckheaton the refuse averages 70 
units per ton. 

Mr. A. B. Mountain asked how the load factor was arrived at. 
Hə thought the author bad reckoned the running hours only. He 
also thought the fuel cost too low, and doubted the author's figure 
of 0:266d. per unit. | f | 

Mr. MELDRUM said the Shipley results would have been better 
had the steam been superheated, as the Parsons turbine would stand 
апу amount of superheat. He considered, too, tbat had the figures 
for November been taken, instead of those for September, the 
results would have been better, as during the months July to 
September very little coal is burnt and the refuse contains a large 
proportion of vegetable matter. In some places the calorific value 
of the refuse falls 50 per cent. durirg this period. He did not agree 
with the author as to the value of tho refuse depending upon the cost 
of coal in the district. Thus in a town where the cost of coal is 25s. 
a ton, the evaporation is 1:4 Ibs. per lb. of refuse. At Grays (Essex) 


. where coal is 21s. а ton, 42 units per ton of refute are produced. 


At Bheerness the price of cosl is high, and the evaporation from 
refuse is 1:5 lbs. per lb. At Hereford, where coal costs 18s. a ton, the 
evaporation ie over 15 lbs. per Ib. of refuse, whereas in Shipley, 
where coal is only 7s. a ton, the evaporation is about 177 Ibs. per lb. 
No mention was made by the author of the use of clinker, although 
the speaker belieted all this was nsed. Reckoning this at 28. 6d. 
a ton, a further £250 per annum should be credited to the destructor, 
making a total gain of £520. | 

Mr. MELVIN agreed with the last epeaker that a superbeater 
would have considerably improved the figures of units per ton. As 
there were only three places where fuel cost was 0 26d. per unit, and 
Shipley was being compared with some of the best coal-fired 
stations, it spoke very well for the destructor that the fue] cost at 
Shipley was only 0 z66d. per unit. He did not think the author 
should add 10 per cent. to the destructor costs for a stand-by 
boiler, as it was quite usual to keep a second boiler as a stand-by. 

Мг. H. Н. LzaoH (communicated) gave tome particulars of the 
Heenan & Froude destructor at Gloucester. This consisted of two 
grates, having a Babcock & Wilcox boiler above, with a combustion 
chamber intervening. The grate area was 66 sq. ft., and the rate of 
burning during the test was 50 lbs. per eq. ft. per bour, or 14 tons 
of refuse per hour. The actual evaporation was 1 76 lbs. per lb., 
with a feed temperature of 55° F. A load of 140 Kw. was maintained 
for 6 hours, | 

Mr. Frank Вволрвемт (communicated) agreed generally with 
the author's conclusions, and thought the good results obtained 
from destructors when run in conjunction with electricity works 
were due in a great part to their being under the control of an 
electrical engineer, which ensured getting tbe best results that 
could Бе gt. Except in special cases, he did not think tke elec- 
tricity works benefited by the combination, although the sanitary 
authority undoubtedly did. 

Mr. EcHOFIELD, in reply, said the load factor was taken on a 
basis of 20 hours a day, which was the time during which the cars 
required eurrent. As to initial cost, if a destructor were put down 
solely for destroying refuse, the cost would be less than if it were 
combined wish an electricity works. The clinker was used at Shipley 
for the bacteria beds, and did not concern the electricity works. 
The fuel cost of 0 266d. per unit was not per unit sold, but per unit 
generated, 


Electric Lighting in Spain,—A ooncesgion has been 
granted to put down a plant to utilise the water power of tbe 
River Begura at El Solvente in the generation of electrical energy 
{от lighting and power purposes at Murcia, | 


————————— 
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SPEED VARIATION OF CONTINUOUS- 
CURRENT MOTORS BY SHUNT CONTROL. 


By H. M. HOBART. 


THERE are continually appearing in the columns of the 
technical papers, and of the proceedings of engineering 
societies, articles relating to the question of various methods 
of speed control of continuous-current motors. 

The method by shunt control is generally commented 
upon as being of very limited application, since although it 
is the most efficient method, it is generally held to be of 
limited range and to require the installation of much larger 
motors than would otherwise be n . Thus W. 
Cooper, in a paper entitled ** Methods of Speed Control " 
(Proceedings American Inst. Electrical Engineers, April, 
1903), states :— | 

* For instance, if'a epeed range of 2 to 1 is required, and 
the motor is run from a source of constant potential, tke 
motor would require to be twice as large as a motor giving 
the same range by varying tbe voltage on its armature. In 
other words, a motor that will give 1 H.P. at 2,000 r.p.m. 
maximum with a weakened field, and would also be capable 
of running at 1,000 r.p.m. on a full field, would give 
2 H.P. at 1,000 r.p.m. This motor would, of course; if 
designed to run at full field strength at 2,000 r.p.m., give 
4 H.P.” 

Mr. L. R. Pomeroy, on an earlier occasion, had made the 
following statement :—‘ A motor of ordinary design will 
not permit cf any considerable field weakening without 
deleterious sparking at the commutator, but with a special 
motor having small armature reaction, a variation in speed 
of 2 to 1 can readily be obtained ; and when delivering & 
constant horse-power, the current will be approximately the 
eame at all speede, because the potential across the armature 
terminals is always the same. As the field current of a motor 
is only a small fraction of the total current, the efficiency of 
this method of control is practically the same at minimum 
and maximum speeds, and allows the use of a much smaller 
controller, and renders it possible to get a greater number of 


running speeds than can be economically arranged for with . 


any other control.” 

To this Cooper took exception, stating :—'* He says that a 
motor with 100 per cent. field regulation, giving a speed 
range of 2 to 1, costa bnt little more than a standard 
constant speed motor to do the same work. As a matter of 
fact, this motor is four times as large as a ‘constant speed 
motor to do the same work at the maximum speed.” 

This assertion that, for supplying a 2 : 1 speed range by 
shunt control, four times as large a motor is required, con- 
tinues to be repeated in the technical press, and cannot fail 
to have its effect in confusing this matter. In the above 
statements, misunderstandings that one would suppose would 
be generally obvious, are mixed up with genuine differences 
of opinion as to the relation of commutation to field 
strength. | 

Were commutation considerations not included in the 
comparison, it is evident that & motor would be chosen just 
as large and no larger than is necessary for giving the 
required output at the lowest speed at which continuous 
operation is required. This is the ideal, and entails no 
sacrifice so long as the efficiency is maintained. The 
question is as to how far the shunt motor conforms to 
this ideal. The shunt motor with control by rheostat in the 
armature circuit does not conform to this ideal at all, for the 
efficiency is sacrificed at the lower speeds. A reduction of 
the speed to one-half, by the introduction of resistance in 
the armature circuit, reduces the attainable efficiency to less 
than 50 per cent.; but by rbeostatic control in the field 
circuit, the continuous-current shunt motor is, of all known 
devices, the one most adapted to satisfactory speed control 
throughout the widest range. In spite of the misconceptions 
to which allusion has just been made, this has nevertheless 
been understood to a more or lets limited extent in some 
quarters. Thus W. B. Sayers, in a paper contributed 
recently to the Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in 
Scotland, and entitled * Speed Control of Electric Motors 
when Driven from Constant Pressure Mains,” writes as 
follows :—“ The shunt motor with rheostat in the shunt 
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circuit has the valuable property of giving variable speed 
without drawbacks.” 

He further states: “ The speed of a shunt motor, when 
connected to a constant pressure supply and running “ light," 
can be increased indefinitely by reducing the magnetic field 
—in other words, by adding resistance to the shunt circuit. 
The actual limit when running “light” will, in moet cases, 
only be reached when the armature bursts. When running 
under load, the point at which a limit of speed will be reached 
will depend upon the amount of the load as compared with 
the load which the motor could satisfactorily carry at normal 
excitation ; and whether the limit is due to the heating of 
the armature or to destructive sparking at the commutator or 
other causes, will depend upon the design of the motor and 
its brush gear... . With respect to sparking, the limit 
would depend in the first place upon the extent to which 
commutation depended upon a reversing field. . . . It may 
be noted here that the brushes of tramway motors and of 
crane and lift motors which have to run in either direction, 
have their brushes set midway between the pole tips, and that 
being so, they depend entirely upon the action of carbon 
brushes for commutation.” 

It should be furthermore emphasised that in these latter 
cases, while the field strength has absolately nothing to do 
directly with the quality of the commutation, the resulting 
speed as affecting the periodicity of commutation is neverthe- 
less of prime importance, 

In the discussion on Mr. Sayers's paper, Mr. Н. A. Mavor 
threw further light on the subject in saying :—“ The prime 
point in the matter was the commutator difficulty, and the 
whole thing in his opinion depended upon the reactance 
voltage of the windings, and that, in short, meant that there 
must be as many sections as there were turns in the 
windings, if at all practicable, and the nearer that one could 
come to that the better.” . . . “ Тһе point which required 
attention was whether the commutation depended upon the 
magnets or the brushes. He thought that if the motor was 
designed specially for change of speed it was quite prac- 
ticable, and better than any elaborate appliances of multiple- 
voltage, or of motor-generators or any such appliances, which 
very much complicated matters in running, and added very 
materially to the prime cost.” 

This last statement comes nearer to the facts, as he sees 
them, than any other which the present writer has yet come 
across. Nevertheless, he is of opinion that the argument 
may be made decidedly more simple and convincing. 

In the first place, constant position of the brushes ai the 
geometrical neutral point for all loads, should be assumed as 
the desirable basis of operation, and as now quite practicable 
up to high-speed ratings, permitting of more satisfactory 
operation the lower the speed, and (for motors of lees than 
100 H.P. capacity at any rate), the lower the voltage. 

In the development of the electric motor industry, the 
time has arrived for standardising this practice of operating 
motors at all loads with the brushes at the geometrical neutral 
point, This is a much more eatisfactory basis even for 
constant speed motors; it becomes still more important for 
variable speed motors and is unavoidable for reversible 
motors. It is, in the following, assumed that for fixed 
brush position for all loads which has long been standard 
practice, there is subetituted the more modern requirement 
of “fixed brush position at the geometrical neutral point 
for all loads.” Just asin the earlier days it was claimed 
that the former requirement necessitated a more expensive 
design, so is this to-day often maintained as regards the 
more exacting requirement that the “ fixed brush position” 
shall be the “geometrical neutral point.” It may be 
admitted that this would be true for some combinations of 
the three factors rated output, voltage, and speed. But it 
is good engineering to avoid unfavourable combinations 
whenever practicable, and if this is done, there still remains 
an enormous range of work for which the continuous current 
shunt motor can be used with better advantage than any 
other type. In so far as high speeds are insisted upon, either 
must the manufacturer be prepared to incur greater expense 
in construction as regards commutator sub-division, large 
armature diameter and otherwise, or the customer must be 
prepared to be contented with a less satisfactory motor as 
regards commutation. 

It may in general be said that 90 per cent. of all manu- 
facturers of continuous-current motors are expending too 
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little on their high speed motors, and are wastefally con- 
structing their low speed motors. A motor of small 
diameter and considerable axial length, is, for its output, in 
general the cheapest to manufactnre. But for a high speed 
motor the design must be of relatively large diameter and 
short, hence expensive, otherwise the commutation will be 
defective. On the other hand, a low speed motor may be of 
small diameter and long, hence cheap for its output, and 
may still have excellent commutation; but there is a tradi- 


tion to the effect that the utilization of the material is higher: 


the higher the peripheral speed, and so usually one finds low 
gpeed motors also designed of large diameter and short in 
length. From a recent article describing a new line of slow 
speed motors, the following is quoted: “ In order to 
employ the material to the best advantage, it is necessary. 
at such slow speeds, to have a reasonably high peripheral 
speed of the armature; this can only be done by making the 
armature of considerable diameter and very small width.” 


It will probably be generally conceded, at any rate by manu- 


facturers. that unless commutation requirements are such as 
to necessitate a short machine of large diameter, such a 
design is undesirable and expensive; as, except in the very. 
smallest diameters, the liberal use of ventilating ducta will 
suffice to prevent heating from being the limit of output. 
The limit of output will, for high speed designs, be com- 
mutation, and, except in totally enclosed motors, regulation 
or efficiency, or both, for Jow speed designa. | | 

Now the commutation of a given machine, and for a given 


quality of brush, design of brush-holder, &c., depends upon 


its reactance voltage, and the latter depends прой two 


factors —the current and the speed. Hence a variable-speed 
machine must be designed for good commutation at the. 


highest speed and the highest current, or, better, for the 


highest value of the product of speed and current which it. 


will be required to carry. 
Up to moderate values for the required maximum 


speed, this design msy also be the cheapest design, 
and no rating down will, on account of commu- . 


tation, be necessary for a variable-speed or reversible 
motor, so far as relates to ita performance at its highest 


speed, althougb, of course, its ultimate capacity must be 
based on the output which it is required to carry con- 
tinuously at its lowest speed, and it is with constant-speed 


motors for this lowest speed, that its cost must be compared. 
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For a given rated output, & maximum speed not exceeding that given in this 
curve will, for 250-volt motors, permit of sparkless operation with brushes in 
the geometrical neutral position, with a design which, as regards diameter and 
length of armature, is irrespective of commutation considerations, proportioned 
lor minimum cost. 

The eurve for 500-volt motors would lie below, and that for 125-volt motors, 
above, that for 250-volt motors. 

The curve sets forth the maximum speed. 

Ifa 8:1 speed range ie desired, the motor will be proportioned for its rated 
output at one-third of the speed shown by the curve, and the speed of the curve 
will, with this same rated output, be obtained by fleld control and with the 
brushes at the geometrical neutral point, e 


Fic. l.—MAxiMUM SPEEDS OF 250-vonr Morons. 
In the.accompanying curve are plotted very conservative 
values for the speeds for various outputs for 250-volt motors 
up to which a motor commutating excellently at all loads 
and speeds, with the brushes fixed at the geometrical neutral 
point, when compared on the basis of its lowest speed, 
taking this lowest speed at which continuous opera- 
tion at the rated output is required, as being not 
Јева Шап 20 per cent. of the maximum speed, will be as 


cheap as could be the case for a constant speed motor of 
the same output.“ For 500-voltt motors the curve would; 
for the smaller ratings, lie a little lower, and for 125-volt 


motore, higher, Up to 50 per cent. above these speeds, the 


case is by no means serious, but it might enteil a rating down 
of some 10 per cent. to 20 per cent. in the interests of good 
commutation under the specified conditions. 

The altogether different presentation of the case in these 
other papers, is due to two main reasous :— | 

First, the writers are accustomed to, and have in mind, 
the phenomena in motors designed for operation with a back- 
ward brush lead, the commutation being dependent upon the 
magnetic ** fringe" from the field and hence very dependent 
upon field strength, not only as affecting the periodicity of 
commutation due to increased speed with weakened field, but 
also on account of’ the weakened commutating * fringe," 
which accompanies the weakened field at higher speed. 

Second, the writers are referring tó motors primarily 
designed for speeds which Mr. Sayers in the paper referred 
to, describes as: —“ The speeds which years of costly 
experience have gradually settled into standards.” These he 
gives ав being approximately as under :— 


Horse-power. Speed in revolutions per minute. 


3 7 i .. 1,С00 to 1,250 

5. uu TD йш 950 to 1,100 
JO  ... 485 — 8*0 to 1,000 
15. Кри .. 70% to 900 
20 “э ee veg 650 to 750 
500 was eu ies 500 to 659 
170 . ous oes 400 to 500 


Now, these speeds are considerably above the maximum 
speeds shown by the writer in fig. 1, and have, in the 
writer's opinion, been arrived at, not from any demand for 
those particular speeds, bot from a belief on tbe part of 
manufacturers that the higher the rated speed, the lighter 
and cheaper the motor. This is only the case — with the 
continuous-current motor—to a very limited extent, in 
virtue of the fact already explained, that theslower the speed 
of the motor, the more favourable to low cost, may in 
general, be the value of the ratio of length to diameter— 
1.6., the higher may be its “specific output for a given 
quality of commutation—and when lower speeds have been 
employed, it has generally been on tbe lines criticired 
above, of employing a rearonably high peripheral speed,” 
and thus voluntarily sacrificing the saviog in material 
and labour which becomes not only possible but desirable 
with lower rated speeds. Even Mr. Sayers's speeds, while 
much too high to be consistent with the cheapest designs for 
variable speed work, are lower than those of many manu- 
facturers’ standard lists. | 

A comparatively moderate step downward from present 
practice, as relates to the speed of continuous-current motors, 
at once renders possible by suitable design, the production of 
wide-range variable speed shunt motors without extra cost or 
special design. The spool windings should be designed to give 
their full strength with normal. heating at the minimum 
desired speed, and furthermore, of course, the design in 
general must correspond as regards heating to the lowest 
speed at which permanent running at the rated output is 
required, and as regards commutation, to the highest speed 
ever required from the motor at this output. The extension 
of the use of the shunt motor for variable speed work, would . 
be distinctly promoted by attention to the principles set 
forth in this article, namely, first, a moderate decrease in 
the customary speeds; secondly, the employment of designs 
of as high a ratio of length to diameter as is consistent with 
obtaining sparkless commutation with the brushes at the 
geometrical neutral point, the highest permissible value of 
this ratio being inversely proportional to the rated speed. 

The further caution may not be superflous, that in 
folowing these lines, liberal provision must be made for 


* Motors for higher maximum speeds than those shown in the 
curve for a given output, can, of course, also be designed for 
sparkless operation with the brushes at the geometrical neutral 
poinf, but the ratio of armature diameter to length must be 
greater than that corresponding to the cheapest design otherwise 
practicable, and in proportion to the extent by which tbe desired 
maximum speeds exceed the speeds set forth in the curve. ! 

i It is thus interesting to see that 500-volt motors should, from 


‘technical considerations, be rated at lower speeds than motors for 


lower voltage. In their efforts toward minimum cost, however, 
manufacturers rate them at higher speeds, thus intensifying their 
inherently poorer commutating properties. 
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ventilating ducts in the armature core. The results, more- 
over, can only be obtained when the highest | practicable 
commutator sub-division is adopted. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 


be written on one side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, ꝙc., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. | | 


" M,LE.E." writes:—“ Will you kindly inform me, through the 


columns of the Rzvrew, if a Corporation supply has the right to 


charge two rates, viz., 4d. to. an ordinary consumer and 2d. to a . 


larger one, in both cases for lighting current??? Ж, 

, Assuming that the corporation of the town to which 
„M. I. E. E.“ refers act under the powers which are usually conferred 
by a provisional order, it would seem clear that they have no autbo- 
rity to cbarge different prices to different consumers of the same clase. 
It is provided by Sec. 19 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882, that where 
a supply of electricity is provided in any part of an ares for private 
purposes, then, except in so far as is otherwise provided by the 
terms of the license, order, or special Act authorising such supply, 
every company or person within that part of the area sball, on 
application, be entitled to & supply on the same terms on which any 
other com pany or person in such part of the area is entitled under 
similar circumstances to a corresponding supply. Sec. 20 of the 
same Act provides that the undertskers shall not, in making any 
agreements for a supply of electricity, show any undue preference 
to any local authority, company, or person, but, save as aforesaid, 
they may make such charges for the supply of electricity as may be 
agreed upon, not exceeding the limite of price imposed by, or in 
pursuance of, the license, order, or special Act authorising them to 
supply electricity. These provisions would seem to make it plain 
that a charge of 2d. to one consumer and 4d. to another of the 
same class is not justifiable. There is nothing, however, to prevent 
the undertakers from dividing the consumers into classes, and 
charging such classes at different rates. This is, in fact, the 
universal practice. | 

The form of provisional order which appears in the schedule to 
the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, emphasises the fact that 
there must be a uniform charge throughout the district, for it pro- 
vides that a consumer, if required by the undertakers, must enter 
into a written contract with them to continue to receive and pay for 
a supply of energy fora period of at least two years, of such an 
amount that the payment to be made for the supply at the rate of 
charge for the time being charged by the und rs for a supply 
of energy to ordinary consumers within the area of supply, shall 
not be less than £20 per cent. per annum on the outlay incurred 
by the undertakers in providing any electric lines required under 
this section to be provided by them for the purpose of the supply ; 
and, if required by the undertakers, give to them security for the 
payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them by 
the owner or occupier in respect of any electric lines to be fur- 
nished by the undertakers, and in respect of energy to be supplied 
by them. 
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Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Tuompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 322, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


24,547. “Improvements in or relating to electro-mechanical automatic 
switches for surface contacts for electric tramways and railways, also applicable 
for automatic signalling on railways and tramways, and for other similar 
purposes.” M. G.,.Waccott. November 16th. 

24,848. “Improvements in the electro-deposition of zinc." 8. COWPER- 
Corrs & Co., LTD., and S. CowrrR-CorLEs. November 16th. 

24,464. "Improvements in or relating to electrical clocks." F. A. CHANDLER 
and B. BoNNIKSEN. November 16th. 

24,905. “ Improvements in connection with electrolytic cells." А. G. 
Нлрроск, November 16th. 

24,909. '‘ Improvements in electric lamps and methods of making the same.” 
C. P. STEINMETZ. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, November 17th, 
1902, being date of application in United States.) November 16th. (Complete.) 

24,912. ‘Improvements in and relating to apparatus for utilising electrical 
energy in igniting, heating and lighting, or such like uses." J. I. AYER. 
November 16th. (Complete.) 

25,016. “Improvements in electrical storage batteries." T. E. CORNWELL., 
November 17th. 

25,020. ‘* Improvements in or relating to means for automatically governing 
electric motors, especially applicable for breaking or reducing the current in 
electric motor vehicles when в given speed of such vehicle is exceeded." 
F. M. Staunton. November 17th. 

25,022. “Improvement in couplings for electrical conduits." A. McMvcnTRIE. 
(Date applied tor under Patents Act, 1901, November 21st, 1902, being date of 
application in United States.) November 17th. 

25,028. Improved adjustable electric light pendants or fittings.” M. H. 
GALSWORTHY and Tux LON DON Erkcrgcar Firrines Co., Lro. November 17th. 
Complete.) 

25,058. “ Improvements in electric lighting and power systems." С. G. 
Mitne. November 17th. (Complete.) 

25,074. "Improvements in electrical demand or rebate indicators.“ G. W. L. 
Cask and the Reason MANUFACTURING Co., Lro, November 17th, 


25,087. Improved method and devices for preventing interference in wire- 
less telegraphy and the like." J. GARDNER. November 18th. 

25,110. “Electric tramcar trolley pole attachments.“ J. H. AIREY. 
November 18th. * 

25,114. “Improvements in or relating to coin-freed electric meters." J. 
ALLAN. November 18th. 24. 

25,122. “ Improvements іп 
November 18th. (Complete.) 

25.127. Improvements in telephone exchange systems.” W. AITKEN. 
November 184Ь. А | 

25,182. “Improvements in or relating to electrolytic cells.” E. A. AsH- 
CROFT. November 18th. | 

25,188. ‘‘ Improvements іп or relating to plates for electric storage batteries. 
E. A. Авнсвоғт. November 18th. 

25,146. “Improvements in controllers for electric motors." G. Lairp and 
J. P. Topp. November 18th. ` 

25,150. Improved magnetic ignition device for explosion engines.” G. 


electric arc lamps." J. B. FOURNIER. 


. Нохоір. November 18th. (Complete.) ' 


on ‘t Improvements in or relating to arc lamps.” L, CIBIE. November 


25,162. “Improvements in the electrolytic refining of copper," THe METALS 
CORPORATION LTD., and S. CowrER-CorLEs. November 18th. 

25,189. Improvements in electric switching devices.“ M. H. BARBER and 
G. H. LagMUTH. November 19th. 

25,197. ''Improvements in dynamo-electric machines and motors." W. R.V. 
MaRsHALL. November 19th. 
nr pay “ 3 in eee Fyr use epi seein with the 8 M 
ignition systems of motor cycles and for an us purposes. 5 
SANGSTER, November 19th. d " 

25,292, ‘Protective device for electric circuits." H. H. Hornspy and E. W. 
ANGER, Jun. November 19th. ' 

25,244. “А novelelectric lamp." W.P,THompson. (E. L. Frenot, France). 
November 19th. б cs 

25,245. New or improved electric lighting tem." 
(E. L. Frenot, France). November Toth T . 

25,280. “ en in electric sparking devices for internal combustion 
motors.” L.H.Srrain. November 19th. 

25,284. A new or improved support for electric cables.“ E. T. RUTHVEN- 
Murray. November 19th. [ 

25,822. “Improvements in or connected with electrical resistances.” P. 
MacavLax, A. Matruews, and H. P.Hocuton. November 20th. 

25,341. “Improvements in contact breaking devices for the electric ignition 
apparatus of gas, petrol and the like engines." L. W. Huser and С. B. Mercer. 

ovember 20 


W. P. Tompson. 


25,843. A new self-testing electric sparking plug for motors, viz., ‘ desidera- 
tion plug?” E. M. GoLDBURGH, November 20th. 


849. “New or improved radiator or reflector to incandescent electric or 


25, 
- other lights or lamps when arranged as letters and signs for advertising 


purposes, or when used for lighting.” J. A. STEVENS. November 20th. 


25,881. “Improvements in circuit-breakers and closers especially suitable for the 
transmitting instrument used in wireless telegraphy.” MancoNi's WIRELESS 


TELEGRAPH Co., Lrp., and А, Gray., November 20th. 


95,383. “Improvements in the transmitting i"struments for wireless tele- 


graphy." J. A. FLEMING and Marconi’s WirELEsS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD. 


November 20th. 
` 25,886. ‘‘Improvements in electro-magnetic tremblers.“ 
November 20th. 

25,389. “Improvements in magneto-electric induction apparatus." A. G. 
BLoxAu. (A. Schoeller, Germany.) November 20th. (Complete.) 

25,461. Improvements in apparatus used in wireless telegraphy.” Marcont’s 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., C. 8. FRANKLIN, Н. A. Марсе, and E. Berry. 
November 21st. 

25,462. “Improvements in transmitting instruments for wireless telegraphy.” 
2 WInkLASS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., and R. G. KINDERSLEY. November 

st. 


В. BECKER. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. 
Thompson & Co., 322, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post 
free, 9d. (in stamps). 


1903. 


DvNAMO-ELECTRIC MacHiNES. С. Маски. 18,458. August 27th. — 

SECONDARY OR STORAGE Batteries. Н. Wade. (Н. Bodman, United States.) 
18,485. August 27th. 

PORCELAIN AND OTHER ELECTRIC INSULATORS, W. E. Langdon, J. C. Fuller and 
G. Fuller. 18,586. August 28th. 

CHECK OR INDICATOR APPLICABLE TO THE ELECTRIC CONTROLLER оғ ELEcTRI- 
CALLY-DRIVEN VEHICLES. A. R. L. Wille. 18,953. September 2nd. 


The Engineering Standards Committee.—The above 
Committee has now issued a report on the influence of gauge, length 
and section of test bar on the percentage of elongation. The report 
is by Prof. W. C. Unwin, and it is based on testa of steel-plate test- 
bars supplied from the Dalzell Steel Works, N.B., and tbe Parkgate 
Bteel Works. It contains copious appendices and illus- 
trating the various results obtained, and as it is believed that no 
such complete data as to the variation of elongation under different 
conditions have been previously available, engineers and others 
interested in this matter will be well advised to give the report 
careful perusal, Ф 

Commutation under 011, — The suggestion has been 
made by M. Osnos that a hollow commutator containing oil should 
be used for direct current machines, the brushes bearing on the 
interior of the cylinder, and being, therefore, immersed in oil. 
this means satisfactory collection could be obtained without short- 
circuiting the armature sections, a double winding being used with 
interlaced commutator segments. The oil would suppress sparking, 
even with high voltages between the segments, and metallic brushes 
could be used, requiring less contact surface. M. Osnos believes 
that single-phase motors with commutators could also be con- 
structed on these lines with advantage. 
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THE EUROPEAN GLOW LAMP COMBINE. 


THE recent constitution of an international syndicate of 
makers of incandescent electric lamps in Germany, Austria 
and Holland has not been accepted as a blessing either by 
merchants or electric lighting companies on the European 
Continent, to say nothing of the consumers, who will 
eventually have to provide out of their own pockets the 
money required for the maintenance of the syndicate and 
the payment of the profit of its members. It is known that 
the prices of glow lamps have been in a depressed condition 
during the past two years, but even these are firmly believed 
to have yielded a small profit to makers, notwithstanding the 
latter's assertions to the contrary. At any rate, the idea of 


* forming a syndicate wag promoted a few months ago, and the 


sole object of the combination, as was reported, apparently 
on behalf of the interested works at the time, was 
to restore prices to the level prevailing two years ago, 
aud maintain them on a stable basis; but a further increase 
was said not to be contemplated in the future. Certain 
difficulties arose which at one time threatened to wreck the 
scheme, but these were finally overcome, and the syndicate 
was brought into existence. One firm is stated to have been 
actually compelled to join the combination or run the risk of 
being boycotted by the glass works, and the former 
alternative was found to bs the preferable course to adopt in 
order to avoid expense and loss. 

The syndicate has been registered in Berlin with a capital 
of £50,000, under the title of the United Glow Lamp 
Works Co., and the capital is divided among the members in 
proportion to the maximum production allotted to each works, 
Managed by representatives of three works, the syndicate 
undertakes the purchase of the total output of the makers at 
a definite price, and after selling the lamps through the sales 
bureau in Berlin, and meeting the expenses of this central 
establishment, the proceeds are distributed among the share- 
holdere. It will thus be seen that each maker has only to 
deal with a fixed production, and he is, therefore, able to 
devote attention to the manufacture of the number of lamps 
allotted to him so as to turn out this particular quantity in 
the most economical manner, and, in fact, more economically 
under the circumstances than would be the case were he to 
trade directly with his customers, as in former times, when 
orders were received in an irregular way. But, notwith- 
standing this saving, the successful creation of the syn- 
dicate was immediately followed by an advance in 
prices to the extent of 100 per cent. As the 
makers previous to the formation of the combination 
contended that the selling prices only represented the 
actual cost of production, it will be obvious that the 
doubling of quotations on the establishment of the syndi- 
cate indicates very handsome profits to the members, although 
these will not be enjoyed until the completion of contracts 
which were entered into by makers individually some time 


ago. 
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The considerable advance which has already been made in 
prices, with the prospect that is thought to exist of a farther 
increase consequent on the exhaustion of the supplies still in 
the hands of consumers and merchants, has already attracted a 
certain amount of attention in Germany, while in Austria 
the result has been to provoke considerable indignation and 
opposition. The first to make a stand against the high 
handed action of the syndicate are the three electric 
lighting companies in Vienna, which consider that, in 
the interests of both consumers and themselves, the 
doubling of prices should be accompanied by a material 
improvement in the quality of the lamps. As, however, 
there is no guarantee that the lamps to be delivered in the 
future will be at all superior to those supplied in the 
past, the three companies have mutually made arrangemente 
to impose more stringent conditions in regard to purchases 
from the present time. It is also proposed to test five out 
of every hundred new lamps for a period of 48 hours in order 
to ascertain the consumption of current and illuminating 
power, and to urge the electro-technical societies and supply 
works in Austrian provincial towns to join the movement in 
opposition to the syndicate. This action has been endorsed 
by the Vienna Town Council, which has given instructions 
to the engineers at the municipal electric supply works to 
prepare a scheme for the establishment of a municipal glow 
lamp factory, and to suggest to the Association of Elec- 
tricity Works the desirability of acquiring or establishing a 
lamp factory in the interests of the stations which it repre- 
sents, and of making the conditions of acceptance of lamps 
of a more rigorous character. At the same time, the Town 
Council has determined to place itself independently in com- 
munication with the provincial electricity works in order 
that common action may be taken in opposition to the 
syndicate. 

It is assumed that the campaign which has been 
inaugurated by the Austrian companies and local authorities 
is intended to stimulate similar opposition in Germany, but 
it is as yet too early to say whether any steps will be taken 
in the same direction iu the latter country. The resistance 
being offered to the operations of the syndicate is not 
restricted to supply companies and town councils, which 
may or may not supply their customers with lamps, seeing 
that merchants are not exceedingly well pleased with the 
policy of the combination in so far as it is known at the 
present time. In the first place, the syndicate stipulates 
that lamps are only to be used in the country for which they 
are purchased. It, therefore, follows as a further conse- 
quence that when the annual maximum allotted production 
of one firm has been sold by the syndicate, the customers 
who desire further supplies of that firm’s particular types will 
have to content themselves with the makes of other members 
of the combination, but which may not suit the actual require- 
ments of the prospective buyers. Secondly, the rebates 
allowed to merchants only range from 12} per cent. to 20 
per cent., but even the latter is considered to be inadequate 
to compensate for the risk of breakages of bulbs and fila- 
ments and the expenses attending the exchange of lampe, 


which many dealers undertake to do in order not to lose 
their customers, | 

It remains to be seen whether the opposition will grow, 
and what the ultimate results will be, but as the syndicate 
is expected to earn for its members an additional profit of 
over £4,000 per million lamps sold, it can readily be under- 
stood that the export trade will be pushed to the utmost at 
the expense of consumers in Germany, Austria and Holland. 


t 


This apparently means that increased competition may be 


expected in Great Britain. 


Two articles relating to South African 
electrical affairs which appear in this 
issue will, we venture to believe, be read 
with special interest by electrical engineers in this country. 
The account of the cable-laying operations and ita accompany- 


South African 
Electrical 
Work, 


ing interesting photographs bring the engineer at home into 
touch with the work and difficulties of his brother in 
Johannesburg. And it must bring rejoicing to the heart of 
the manufacturer who is on the alert for industrial movements, 
as well as to the central station man, who is never во happy as 
when he has some extension of his system in hand, to have 
this practical evidence that in the locality where but yesterday 


" siege trenches were made, there are to-day peaceful opera- 


tions proceeding for the extension of electric lighting mains, 
The development of the Durban lighting and traotion 
system, the story of which we shall conclude in our next 
issue, will also acquaint our readers with the excellent pro- 
grees made there with an installation started six years ago, 
but which has been so fortunate as to be entirely free from the 
rivalry created by the existence of gas lighting interests. 
How some of our home electricity works engineers and 
managers will piue for a free field, when they think of 
Durban without a gas supply, and minus the misrepre- 
sentations of gas companies! Is there not some justification 
for believing that public electricity supply and tramway 
work in South Africa will develop very much upon the same 
lines that our stations are developing along? А good 
deal of the work will be very largely controlled by men 
who have been responsible for the design and working 
of such undertakings in the United Kingdom. 


WE believe that anything relating to 
the legal position of the consulting engi- 
neer, especially in regard to the exercise of 
autocratic privilege which his municipal client elects to 
confer upon him, and to unjustly impose upon the would-be 
contractor, is of interest just now. We have often dealt at 
length with this matter from aa editorial point of view, and 
ample evidence has come to hand from contractors and manu- 
facturers that the topic is none the less serious because it is an 
every-day one with them; we therefore think that the 
contribution in this issue, which discusses the matter from 
the standpoint of the lawyer, will be read with equal interest 
both by consulting engineers and by contractors. 


The Legal Position 
of the Consulting 
Engineer. 


In our issue of September 11th atten- 
tion was drawn by means of а short article 
to certain suggestions made by the Board 
of Trade in a letter to tramway undertakers. These sug- 
gestions have been criticised, as desired by their framers, who 
should have sufficient evidence by now of the general feeling 
with regard to them. 

It is unnecessary to say that the various opinions are often 
most conflicting, and, as might be expected, some are 
amusing and some are foolish; but we deal here only with 
the notes received by the Tramways and Light Railways 
Association and printed in their official circular for 
November. ' 

Опе set is from a tramway system 92 miles long, and 
another set from a 10-mile system, both company-owned. 
The bigger system objects to folding steps, and states that 
the fixed step has never been the cause of any accident, while 
the smaller thinks that the fixed step does interfere with the 
full action of a trigger lifeguard. We agree that it 
must be disappointing to anyone who falls in front of a car 
to be hit by a rigid steel step after missing the bumper, the 
brake-staff, the coupling gear, and the other low-hung work- 
ing attachments under the platform, and that a folding step 
is а desirable device if its several disadvantages, and even 
dangers, can be overcome. At the same time we feel 
that the gentleman who speaks for the 10-mile road, 
need not have curtailed his “screen” or “gate” in 


The B. of T. 
Suggestions re 
Tramways. 


' sguch a manner as to leave a portion of the track 


unguarded on account of the presence of the step, 
if he had made use of the auxiliary swingirg gate, 
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which is quite a common feature of trigger guards at the 
present time. 

The opinions as to reversed staircases are somewhat different 
in the two cases, the large road asserting that neither the 
view nor the movements of the motorman are more restricted 
with this type than with the old open type, the safety of the 
passengers being better guarded by the former, while the 
small road has inserted a piece of plate-glass in the riser of 
one of the steps to enable the motorman to see vehicles 
debouching from side streets. We have expressed an 
opinion already that the motorman has no concern with 
bodies in motion that “ open up” the car after the motor- 
man himself has passed them. He has quite enough to do 
to keep his eyes front, his field of vision extending only 
90° on either side of the centre of the track, a range per- 
mitted by the reversed staircase as usually constructed. 

On the other hand, we believe that the B. of T. do not 
desire comparisons to be made with the old open stairway, во 
much as with а new staircase which combines the safety of 
the reversed type with a much wider field of vision. 

Either the 10-mile road is new, or the immunity from 
trolley accidents is very striking ; otherwise we do not under- 
stand this note :— 

„Trolley Heads.—All our heads are of a pattern that, in 
the event of being pulled off, they cannot fall to the ground 
unless the contact cable becomes broken, which is not likely." 

It is, on the contrary, only too likely. When a trolley 
head gets **good and jammed,” something has to go, and 
one always prays that it may be the cable rather than the 

boom or the whole standard, or the roof! 

Such bad accidents should become month by month less 
and less frequent if sufficient interest is shown in obtaining 
the best kinds of trolley heads now on the market. The 
worst that should now befall when a head fouls the over- 
head construction is, that the head alone is pulled off. If 
it is attached by a light chain to the boom it will not fall 
to the ground (all heads should clear the car itself) unless it 
is fouled badly enough to break the chain. Even then it 
will fall within a few feet of the back end of the car in the 
clear wake that usually exists behind a swiftly moving 
vehicle. The best kind of head is that which releases itself 
automatically when caught in an overhead trap, and there is 
at least one that does this with fair certainty. 

When overhead “traps” have been reduced toa minimum, 
as suggested by the B. of T., when overhead special work is 
more reliable, and when the use of a safe trolley head is 
general, the number of electrical accidents reported monthly 
to the B. of T. will be comparatively insignificant. 


CuRIE has shown that radium is a con- 
stant generator of heat, and now Wien has 
shown that by а suitable arrangement 
radium may be made a constant source of eleotricity. 
Rutherford has shown that both positive and negative elec- 
trons are thrown off by radium, and since the size of the 
positive electrons is several hundred times greater than that 
of the negative electrons, all that is necessary to separate 
them is a sieve which will allow the negative electrons to 
pass through while it retains the positive electrons. Many 
substances are capable of acting as sieves in this way—for 
example, glass. Wien (Phys. Zeit., September 1st) enclosed 
radium bromide in a glass tube into which a platinum wire 
was fused, and the positive electricity collecting inside was 
drawn off by this wire. This tube was suspended by a glass 
thread in a larger tube into which а second platinum wire 
was melted. The current was found to be of the order of 
3 x 10" amperes. The radiated masses of the electrons 
calculated from this current came out for the positive 
particles 4'6 x 10 gram per second, and 2:9 x 10 


Radium as a 
Generator 
of Electricity. 


gram per second for the negative particles. It is, there- 
fore, totally impossible to determine the radiated masses by 
weighing. The energy of radiation, owing to the high 
velocity of the particles, is considerable, being for the 
positive electrons 60 ergs per second, and for the negative 
8°7 ergs per second, from 4 milligrammes of radium 
bromide. 


ides AT the last general meeting of the 
Electrical Resistance German “ Bunsen ” Society for Applied 

Furnace. Physical Chemistry, Dr. O. Frölich read а 
paper giving a preliminary description of a new resistance 
furnace for which he had applied for a German patent. The 
idea underlying this apparatus is apparently to use the sides 
of the furnace itself, or at least four of them, as the imme- 
diate sources of heat, instead of employing one or more 
specific cores of carbon or the like, "The author stated that 
he had discovered а material for making the furnace walls 
which has 16 times the resistivity of carbon when hot and 
25 times its resistivity when cold; and that he has met with 
a suitable material for insulating these walls which does not 
conduct electricity at a white heat. The author's furnace is 
surrounded with a jacket of refractory material, which is 
аћо a bad heat conductor, an air space being left between 
the furnace and its covering. A small experimental appa- 
ratus has already been tested; when the heat came only 
from two vertical electrodes which were raised to bright red- 
ness, the mean temperature in the furnace was about 
1,200? C.; but when two or more of the walls themselves 
were heated electrically, the mean temperature rose to 
1,600? C., and could be pushed still higher. The substance 
used in constructing these walls does not melt till consider- 
ably above 2,000? O. In the discussion following the paper, 
Drossbach remarked that bodies like refractory metallic 
oxides become better conductors as they are the more im- 
pure; impurities in the shape of strongly acid oxides, such 
as certain compounds of titanic acid, are particularly 
powerful in promoting conductivity at low temperatures.: 
Nernst pointed out that pure oxides do not conduct appre- 
ciably at temperatures of about 1, 700“, but mixtures of 
oxides are conductors at that temperature. For instance, 
neither pure thoria nor pure magnesia is a conductor, but a 
mixture of them is; just as happens in the case of pure 
water, pure sulphuric acid, and mixtures of acid and water. 
The knowledge on the subject of the conductivity of single 
and mixed metallic oxides, which had accumulated in the 
speaker's laboratory until it covered most oxides and many 
of their mixtures at a temperature of about 1,700? C., 
would appear to have been overlooked by the author of the 
paper and others present at the meeting. 


Fuel Economy from the Chemical Point of View. 
—This is the title of a paper by Mr. J. B. C. Kershaw, read before 
the Liverpool Engineering Bociety. The author is one of those to 
whom the waste of our fuel resources appeals as a crime against 
posterity. There can be no doubt of the wastefulness of our 
present ways of using fuel, and there is an immense field for 
reform in this connection. The author deals with his subject from the 
calorific standpoint, advocating the chemical examination of fuel 
and also of water, for waste may arise from bad water as from bad 
coal. He next deals with the combustion of fuel in the furnace, in 
which he points out the difficulties arising from the hydro-carbons. 
There are no insuperable difficulties, of course, the troubles 
met with really arising from the neglect of those obvious 
оре of combustion which underlie good practice. We 

glad to see that Mr. Kershaw insists on the 60:8] of the 
cold boiler from the burning hydro- carbons, so that the necessary 
temperature may be secured. In Section IV. the author advocates 
a proper analysis of the flue gases as a check on the process which 
has gone before, and concludes with certain figures from station 
practice to show how far from ideal conditions practice has fallen. 
An appendix contains extracts from Mr. Stromeyer's report to the 
Manchester Steam peor: . and a ba of Mesum 
coal analyses. a TES | | 
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‘THE DESIGN OF DIRECT-CURRENT 
MACHINERY. 


. Bx VAL. A. FYNN. 


(Continued from page 850.) 


IT seems to the writer that a far better way is to specify for 
the commutator and brush-gear not to exceed a certain 
temperature rise, and leave the rest to the maker. The 
latter may have very good reason for using a quality of 
carbon permitting of a much higher actual density without 
undue heating or undue loss, 

A good ‘many specifications to wbich makers are asked 
to quote, contain many a clause which simply represente во 
much wasted printers’ ink. 

We might mention the time-hononred formula ‘the 
armature is to be built up of thin soft S vedish iron discs 
carefully insulated from each other, &c." If there is a 
maker to be found who will make his armature of solid cast- 
iron, and come up to the invariably strict restrictions us t» 
temperature rise and to the specified efficiency, he ought 
certainly to be given a chance. | 

We have often seen the number of slots and commutator 
segments specified as well, but notwithstanding these various 
restrictions, & clause is always to be found disclaimiog all 
responsibility on the part of the consulting engineer, and 
making the machine liable to rejection if not within the 
temperatures and efficiencies specified. 

We distinctly think that the consulting engineer should 
either specify all the details of the machine, and be 
responsible for the resulta himself, or he should specify the 
results and leave the maker to obtain them in his own way. 

In considering the armature proper, we will only refer to 
the slotted drum, and draw attention to the advisability fof 
firmly supporting the teeth, preferably by means of brass 
castings as shown in fig. 14. It will be noted that the 


brass teeth stop short of the outer diameter, so as to miss ав 
much as possible of the field fringe and avoid eddy currents 
due to it. It is good practice to set these teeth back to a 
slight extent away from the laminations, they are ‘often 
rather weak, and this reduces the pressure on them whilst 
still compressing the laminations sufficiently. 

There remains to be considered the mechanical aspect of the 
winding. It will be generally admitted that a symmetrical 
winding is essential, and the necessity of reducing the 
soldered joints to the strictest minimum will probably not 
be questioned. It is necessary for all the elements of a 
winding to be strictly identical ; the more so, the closer the 
design. This is out of the question with sny but a 
symmetrical winding, and soldered joints are very liable to 
introduce faults. | 

This being 80, the choice resta between the former-wound 
coil and the hand-wound barrel winding, avoiding all soldered 
jointe, for any number of wires per slot per layer, as introduced 
by the writer some six or seven years ago, and since largely 
used both here and abroad. Fig. 15 shows this process of 
winding, and fig. 16 is an example of the completed 
armature. 

Of the former-wound coils, those of the Eickemeyer type 
are being completely abandoned—no doubt, on account of 
the poorer opportunity for ventilation which tbey afford —and 
the barrel type is now in general use. "The writer is aware 
that this type of ooil is mostly specified, but, personally, he 
very much gigi the hand-wound armature for most kinds 
of work, The greatest advantage claimed for the former 


reems to be the ease with which repairs can be carried ont. 
This contention only holds good as long as a breakdown 
occurs within, say, a year from the time the machine has begun 
work, as then it is really possible to replace the damaged 
coils only. If, however, the machine has been working for 
a prolonged period, and working near its limit, it is found 


Fie 15. 


that when a breakdown occurs it becomes necessary to 
replace all the coils, because by that time the insulation has 
become so brittle that the disturbance caused by the removal 
of the faulty element damages ita neighbours, and so on. 
As а matter of fact, it is the practice of quite a number of 
firms to simply strip an armature under those conditions, 
and provide it with new coils throughout without attempt- 
ing partial repairs. 

From this point of view, it follows that former-wound 
coils are only of distinct advantage in cases where the con- 
ditions of work are extremely severe, and may cause a break- 
down within a few months from the start, however good 


Fic. 16. 


the insulation and workmanship may be; as an example we 
may mention all underground work, as in collieries, tramway 
work and the like. 

The repairs on a hand-wound armature, if of a serious 
nature, require the services of an expert winder, and very 
often, although by no means always, as is generally supposed, 
necessitate total rewinding. | 

The writer's contention, however. is that a hand-wound 
armature is far less liable to break down than a formed coil, 
and this view is based on the fact that out of some 2,000 
or 3,000 armatures of this description, of which be per- 
sonally knows, not more than 2 to 3 per cent. have come 
back for repairs. : | 

Somewhat cheaper labour is employed for former-wound 
armatures than for hand-wound ones, and once the coil is 
taped it is beyond control, although still to be manipulated, 
whereas the individual wires in the hand-wound style are 
under easy observation until the very last. The transformer 
test usually applied to the armatures before connecting to 
the commutator need not, and does not, necessarily disclose 
all defects; these might easily be of such a nature as only 
to become troublesome after the machine had for some time 
been exposed to vibration, 
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Electrically, the hand-wound armature is far superior; 
for the same space factor in the slots it allows of sounder 
insulation, or requires lees room for the same insulation 
resistance a8 the formed coil; the gain in space is further 
increased by the fact that, in order to make the former ooil 
at all successful, it is necessary to arrange for it to fit into 
place with as much ease as may be, but even under such 
conditions & considerable amount of detrimental strain is 
put on the coil when getting it into position and after ita 
elements are beyond control. Neither is it possible when 
using former-wound coils to help commutation by suitably 
adjusting the reluctance of the magnetic path around indi- 
vidual coils, a point to be considered later, nor is it possible 
to secure uniformity of commutation for successive coils 
when the number of commutator sections is a multiple of 
the number of slota. 

The natural result of all this is that a former wound 
machine, for equal performance, will be larger und heavier 
than & hand-wound one. 


(To be continued.) 


THE RAW RUBBER MARKET. 
[FROM A CORRESPONDENT | 


It would be entirely superfluous to tender the information 
that the price of raw rubber, and to a corresponding degree 
the price of manufactured rubber, is considerably higher 
than it was a year ago. The fact has been sufficiently 
brought home to all those immediately concerned and needs 
no emphasis, The inquirer, however, who endeavours to get 
at the why and wherefore of the situation which has arisen 
is likely, and not unnaturally, to be somewhat baffled by the 
vague and conflicting answers given to his questions. There- 
fore, although we must strenuously disclaim any intimate 
knowledge of the wheels within wheels which have acted as 
dominant factors in bringing about the rise in price, it may 
not be superfluous to make a few general remarks on the 
subject. 

The prevailing idea that speculation on the part of a 
few individuals has done as much or more than anything 
else to run up the price may be dismissed as having very 
little foundation. True, there is a certain important firm of 
raw rubber merchants who are credited rightly or wrongly 
with holding stock to such an extent as to rule the market, 
and t^ render futile the efforts of competitorg to control any 
action they may see fit to take. 
not we are certainly not inclined to ascribe to this firm the 
fact that rubber reached such a high price two montbs 
ago. That the firm in question have profited by the situa- 
tion can hardly be doubted ; to say that they created it is, 
however, far too bold a statement to make. We say this 
not only because we lack proofs, but because there are other 
and good reasons to look elsewhere for the determining factor 
or factors. The employment of rubber has shown a con- 
tinual increase, and though the output of raw rubber from 
the Amazonian forests has also increased, it has only been 
about in proportion to the demand, so that there has been 
no accumulation of stock to meet any sudden disparity 
between demand and supply. There is no need to discuss 
the question of any failure of supply in Sonth America at 
allevents. There is plenty of rubber yet, but in order to keep 
the price down, it is necessary that sufficient be gathered 
at the time it is wanted. 

This sounds like an obvious truism, but it is in- 
serted for the sake of clearness. The crop of last 
season did not come up to expectation owing, no doubt, 
a good deal to the troubles in the Acre district. At 
the same time the demand had grown, especially in America, 
where factories had a very busy year, and it was only to be 
expected, therefore, that stocks would become depleted with 
the inevitable consequence of a rise ia price. Now that the 
political troubles in the Acre district have been settled, for 
the present at all events, there is every reason to anticipate 
s considerably increased production over that of last season, 
and the arrival of the new crop has already, as we write, 
begun to have its natural effect, a drop of about Sd. a lb. 
baving , already occurred. We do not feel in‘ the least 


But whether this be ғо or- 


inclined to take up the rôle of prophet and say how far‘this 
drop is likely to prove permanent, or how far it'has ‘been 
brought about by diminished buying on the part of manu- 
facturers. That trade has suffered during the] last two 
months there is no doubt. Manufacturers naturally 
were chary of buying at the high figures prevailing further 
than was necessary to complete contracte in hand ; buyers of 
rubber goods, moreover, held back until they could fill their 
requirements at a more reasonable figure. The result has 
been a slackness in trade, and it is quite on the cards that 
stocks of rubber held in quarters not generally known were 
unearthed for disposal before further arrivals of the new 
crop threatened a weaker market for the seller. But this is 
mere speculation and merits only the limited attention 
attaching to such. 

With the advent of lower prices there can be little 
doubt that the consumption of rubber will increase ; 
the motor tire industry absorbs an increasing amount ; 
the mackintosh trade has take a new lease of life after 
a lengthy period of depression, and the rubber insulated 
cable is by no means in so moribund a condition as we are 
led in some quarters to believe. Altogether, the prospects 
of the industry may be considered good, and this must 
have an adverse influence upon the return of Para rubber 
to the neighbourhood of 3s. per Ib., a price which the 
manufacturers consider essential for the due development 
of their trade. 

To pass on to & mention of other than the fine Para 
of South America, which, as is well known, is the best 
quality of rubber produced, we find some altered con- 
ditions with regard to Africa which cannot be passed over 
as unimportant. There is an undoubted decrease of yield 
in some districts, several sorts which 10 years ago were 
familiar at Liverpool now hardly figuring at all in the 
market. This must be ascribed to the inevitable consequence 
of ruthlessness in collection, large districts having had their 
trees destroyed with the object of immediate profits without 
any thought being taken for the future. We are not going 
to enter into the current political question of the administra- 
tion of the Congo Free State; the fact, however, that the 
supplies from this source have of late shown a diminution 
may be noted, though it should also be said that regulations 
as to the re-planting of denuded areas have been drawn up 
in obedience to commercial instinct, which is not averse to 
taking thought for the fature. The reduction of African 
supplies, coinciding closely with the recent situation in South 
America, has naturally had some effect on the hardening of 
prices all round. | 

With regard to the prices of the different African brands, 
it is rather an interesting point that of late these have, 
to some extent, ceased to be regulated by the current 
price of Para rubber. Generally speaking, in the past 
all other rubbers as derived from Africa, Central America, 
India, in fact, from the rubber-producing zone through- 
out the equatorial regions, have had their prices fixed 
according to the ruling quotations for Para; now, how- 
ever, there is to be noticed a disposition to buy these other 
brands on their merits without reference to the Para market. 
This latter can then no longer be said as of yore to regulate 
quotations generally, and the change is one that cannot fail 
to be advantageous to both buyer and seller. No doubt it 
was the high price of Para rubber a few years ago which 
set the manufacturer to work to see to what extent he could get 
along without it, and though the discovery that African rubbers 
were of more utility than previously recognised, may have, to 
some extent, led to the increased supply and the present dimi- 
nished output, there does not seem any reason to suppose that 
the present state of affairs will prove permanent, and we are 
inclined to this opinion not only because of the considerable 
areas of forest which yet remain to be tapped, but also 
because there is abundant evidence that the destructive 
methods of the past will no longer be tolerated wherever it 
is possible to prevent them. 

Laws and regulations concerning the working of rubber 
forests, are being very generally made, though, unfortu- 
nately, the fact of their existence is no indication of 
their observance. It will easily be recognised that in the 
untrodden grounds over which the native roams in quest 
of rubber the difficulty of effective supervision is great 
indeed, and it need therefore cause no surprise that in 
many cases the well-meant efforts of local authorities have 
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proved entirely negative in their results. Still it is matter 
for congratulation that the principle of conservation is now 
во generally recognised, and no doubt the difficulties of police 
supervision will tend to evanescence as time rollson. It 
may be asked, to turn now to another issue, what effect have 
the rubber plantations, of which so much has been heard in 
recent years, had upon the supply and the price of rubber. To 
answer this query concisely in the brief space left at our 
disposal, we may say that as yet the plantation rubber cannot 
be credited with having had any real influence on the market. 
The amounts produced so far have been but trifling com- 
pared with the product of untended nature, and although the 
results so far achieved, more especially in the case of Para 
rubber at Ceylon, are extremely promising, it is still too 
early to speak with any great degree of confidence as to the 
prospects of rubber planting generally as a remunerative 
industry. | | 

In conclusion, these observations are no doubt open 
to the charge of discursiveness and superficiality, and 
the writer's defence must be that having set out without 
any definite scheme of treatment before him, he has allowed 
himself to touch on various phases of the rubber supply ques- 
tion as they presented themselves to his mind's eye. Each of 
these phases might easily, it is recognised, form themes for 
separate treatment, but in pages more particularly devoted to 
guch topics. 


THE LEGAL POSITION OF THE CONSULT- 
ING ENGINEER. 


[FROM OUR LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR.] 


WE have frequently touched upon a question which is of 
the greatest importance to electrical contractors, namely, the 
position and duties of the engineer who is to act as a 
referee 'in case of need when disputes arise between con- 
tractor and employer. It may be of interest if we state, in 
a8 few words as possible, the legal effect of the appointment 
of engineer. 

In effect, his position is that of an arbitrator appointed 
by one side, if, indeed, the term * arbitrator" can be applied 
to any person occupying such an anomalous position. 
Persons are in the habit of referring to arbitration disputes 
which in the ordinary course would be settled in a court of 
law by one of the judges of the land. The consulting 
engineer occupies the position (however invidious it.may be) 
of & judge whose salary is paid by one of the litigants before 
him, and who, however free he may be from anything of 
bias, cannot, in all human probability, be expected to always 
decide against those who employ him. It is no fault of the 
consulting engineer that he occupies this position; his 
salary must be paid by some one. "The difficulty has arisen 
owing to contractors not being strong enough to resist the 
insertion in their columns of a clause which binds them 
hand and foot. 

As a rule, where parties wish to oust the jurisdiction of 
the Court for the settlement of disputes, a clause is inserted 
in the agreement providing that, in the event of a dispute 
arising, it shall be competent for either party to appoint an 
arbitrator, and for the arbitrators so appointed to select an 
umpire. In such a case, if the two arbitrators disagree, the 
points upon which they fail to see eye to eye are referred to 
the umpire, whose decision is final. It will be seen that 
this form of arbitration is absolutely fair, inasmuch as the 
umpire is agreed upon by the arbitrators. 

The Court is strongly opposed to any agreement which 
enables one party to appoint the arbitrator. In the case of 
тв Frankenburg and the Security Co., 10 T.L.R., 393, an 
insurance company against burglary nominated their own 
manager to arbitrate under a policy containing an arbitra- 
tion clause which left them to nominate the arbitrator. The 
Court held that such a proposal was monstrous, and gave 
them seven days to appoint another arbitrator, or in default 
ordered rescisson of the submission. 

In view of the fact that the contractor is often bound hand 
and foot by the decision of the engineer, it is surprising that 
there is no combined effort on the part of contractors to insist 
that, in addition to a clause leaving the decision of certain 


points to the engineer, there shall be an arbitration clause. 
It has been proved in a number of cases (both Colonial and 
English) that the presence of such a clause is of the greatest 
assistance to the contractors, and that it prevents their being 
subject to the arbitrary decision and caprice of the engineer 
in all cases. 

A contract for the sale of locomotives provided for pay- 
ment of the price upon the certificate of the engineer that 
the locomotives were in perfect working order at Croydon, 
and it was further provided as follows :—** Clause 9. The 


vendors guarantee to make good any failure of the loco- 


motive or boilers, as regards each locomotive or boiler, 
for & space of six months after the date of the delivery of the 
same if arising from bad materials, faulty workmanship, or 
from the system of construction of the engines." There was 
also an arbitration clause :—** All disputes to be settled by 
the engineer to the purchasers, and the engineer to be 
appointed by the vendors or their umpire in case of 
difference.” The locomotives were delivered at Croydon, 
but the engineer refused to certify, or to give his reasons for 
not certifying. The vendors thereupon proceeded under the 
arbitration clause, the purchesers taking part under protest. 
An award was given in favour of the vendors. It was 
decided that a dispute had arisen within the meaning of the 
arbitration clause. | 

In another case—McDonnell v. Canada Southern Railway 
Co., (1872), 33 Up. Can., Q.B. 313—a railway contract 
contained a time clause, and a forfeiture for default 
clause, and an arbitration clause. It was decided that 
the engineer had no power to decide conclusively whether 
the plaintiff's (the builder’s) delay of which he com- 
plained was caused by the defendants’ acts and omissione, 
and that it was still open to the plaintiff to prove 
that it was so caused, before the arbitrator, as an answer to 
a plea setting up a determination of the contract by the 
defendants’ engineer under the provision ; and, further, that 
the reasonableness of the time given by the engineer by his 
notice was not a matter for him conclusively to determine, 
but was open to the consideration of the arbitrator. 

The recent case of Foster & Dicksee v. Mayor, &c., of 
Hastings (19 T.L.R., 204) makes it plain that if an arbitra- 
tion clause is inserted in a contract, the jurisdiction of the 
engineer to act as sole arbitrator may be ousted. In that 
case the plaintiffs were under contract to carry out certain 
works for the defendant Corporation. There was a clause 
providing that, if any dispute should arise between the 
Council or the engineer and the contractor a8 to the mode of 
carrying out the work or the interpretation of the contract 
or otherwise in relation thereto, or in settlement of the 
account, the same should be referred to two arbitrators, 
subject to the provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1889. The 
contract also contained a claure to the effect that if, in the 
judgment of the engineer, the work is improperly conducted, 
or sufficient dispatch is not used about it, the Council or the 
engineer should have the power, without prejudice to the 
contract, to dismiss the contractor and his workmen after 
giving a certain length of notice. Delay having arisen 
which rendered it desirable for the contractors to be dis- 
missed, the engineer gave the necessary notices. The con- 
tractors, however, resented this treatment, and applied 
to the Court for an injunction, arguing that it was 
not competent for their employers to dismiss them in 
this summary way. A judge of the Chancery Division, 
who tried the case, held that the arbitration clause over- 
rode the authority of the engineer, and that the question 
whether the contractors had been guilty of undue delay was 
to be settled by arbitration. 

A study of the above cases will have shown that, by the 
exercise of a little determination, the power of the engineer 
as sole arbitrator may be considerably modified. 

Unless such a clause is insisted upon, the contractor is 
virtually powerless, for where an engineer is employed on 
account of his skill or professional knowledge as quas! 
arbitrator, valuer, or dispute preventer, to value or deter- 
mine some point between two or more parties, he is not 
liablein that capacity for want of skill, ignorance of law or 
negligence. The only case in which he is liable is when he 
is guilty of fraud. So in a саве which was heard in 1875. 
one A agreed with B to lay a cable, the cable to be paid for 
by a sum payable when the cable was begun, and by twelve 
instalments payable on the certificates by B's engineer, who 
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was named in the contract. ‘Shortly afterwards, this 
engineer, who was engaged to lay cables for A, agreed with A 
to lay this cable, also for a sum of money to be paid by 
instalments, payable by A when they received the instal- 
ments from В. It was decided that the agreement between 
the engineer and A was 'a fraud, which entitled B to have 
their contract rescinded, and to receive back the money 
which they had paid under the contract. 

_ It sometimes happens that parties agree to refer matters 
in dispute to an arbitrator appointed by the president of one 
of the Institutes. In such a case, if the first arbitrator so 
appointed goes abroad, it is apparently competent for the 
president to appoint another in his place. So, where a sub- 
mission provided for the appointment of an arbitrator by the 
President of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and the 
arbitrator appointed went abroad, and a second arbitrator was 
appointed in his place, but objected to act unless appointed 
by an order, the Judge in Chambers made the order, which 
the Divisional Court rescinded as having been made without 
Jurisdiction. The Court of Appeal upheld the Divisional 
Court, but refused to set aside the award of the second 
arbitrator, holding that though the ‘order appointing him 
was bad, his appointment by the President of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers was a valid authority to act. 


THE “NOMINAL” HORSE-POWER MAN. 
By E. KILBURN SCOTT, M. I. E. E., A. M. I. C. E. 


THERE is one thing the writer envies the coming generation 
of engineers, and that is they will have much more intelli- 
gent customers and clients to deal with. For example, the 
time which electrical engineers of this generation have spent 
in wrestling with managers and so-called engineers on the 
ad vantages of electric driving won't bear thinking about. 

Of all others, the mining or the works manager who thinks 
in nominal horse-power is about the most hopeless, because he 
has that little knowledge which, according to the proverb, 
is such a dangerous thing. It is not so much fiscal reform 
which the country appears to require as a benevolent Act of 
Parliament to retire on a pension all those managers 
and so-called engineers who ¿hink in nominal horse- 
power, and are not yet quite certain whether the elec- 
tric motor will really reverse or drag а load out of a hole, 
or do the thousand and one things we know it is capable 
of. In his time the writer has done a very considerable 
amount of estimating for electric driving of works and 
mines, &c., and, although it seems a hard thing to say, 
he has seldom met with a man at the head of affairs who was 
really able to properly appreciate the problem. How they 
manage to get into their positions is a puzzle, for even in 
an ordinary commercial argument they can seldom see 
further than their nose. It is from such men one is given 
data in nominal horse-power, and if there was no other 
reason, the ignorance about their own machinery is quite 
enough in itself to call for a complete change of method. 

In the writer’s experience, the more crude the information 
supplied the more wasteful the system in use, and in the 
majority of cases the only way for the electrical engineer to 
actually find out what is being done is to couple an electric 
motor to each of the various machines and take readings. 
In time we shall have accumulated a quantity of such 
accurate data and be independent of the nominal horse-power 
man. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received after first post on Wednesday morning cannot appear 
until the following week. 


Device for Tightening Vertical Belt. 


I should be much obliged if you could spare me room in 
your valuable columns for the opinions of your readers and 
yourselves on a new (?) application of the idea of the slide 


rail for belt tightening purposes. 


At the works here, where I am electrical engineer, it was 
necessary, owing to travelling cranes, &c., to adopt almost 
vertical drives, so, in order to take up the stretch of the belte, 
the motors, which аге 20 н.р, for driving shafting, were 
mounted on an article, a drawing of which is given below. 

A is a fixed casting, fixed to the floor with foundation 
bolts, having cast ол to it two slotted lugs 1 and 2. 

C Dis a similar casting, to which is bolted the motor. 
At D it is hinged to 1 and 2 by bolte which can be moved 
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up and down the slots in 1 and 2, At с аге two lugs 
having a nut through which the screw E F passes, being 
fixed at F. 

When the belt is first put on c D is fixed at the top of the 
lugs, then the motor is levelled by screw Е Е, and as belt 
stretches с D is lowered (at опе end), and when it is in con- 
tact with A B and more adjustment is required, с р is 
lowered at the slotted lugs 1 and 2. This is not my design, 
and, personally, I think it is far from desirable, and am 
inclined to think in time the nut at с will wear loose in the 
lug, and also the screw wear loose in the nut and other like 
parts, thus causing the motor to vibrate. 


Hebden Bridge, November 24th, 1903. 


H. J. Kitchen. 


Fair Trade! 


There are many interesting questions touched upon in the 
letter signed Fiscaliteur” ; the inability of “ old-established 
works” turning out three-phase motors with doubts as to 
their designers; the virtue of “ Fiscaliteur's German firm in 
not “indulging in dumping," their happy position in being 
able to quote “at a fair price” ; and the lamentable care- 
Јеввпевв of the “friends in the Fatherland” (no, Mr. Editor, I 
won’t use those naughty words, salesmen may, but engineers 
never do), in forgetting such little circumstantial details as 
proper name plates. All these are interesting, not to say 
instructive, but the most interesting facts brought out in 
the letter are those touching—let us say certain kinds of— 
* British finish," which, according to the writer, consists in 
the attachment to a wholly German motor of a British firm’s 
(very old-established) name plate, which act, according to 
“ Fiscaliteur," the British firm consider sufficient to entitle 
them to sell the machine as of “ British manufacture" to a 
patriotic buyer, who thinks that by obtaining the goods 
from the **old-established firm" he is supporting British 
manufacture; I say nothing about the £100 factor, the 
buyer might have another story. 

Now, leaving for a moment the humdrum triphase motor, 
let us turn to somewhat similar phenomena in the higher 
walks of life. Then let 


= electrical engineer (out of a job, but with credit). 
= а grocer. 
с = а given quantity of butter. 

— the majesty of the law. 

= а minus quantity. 

Now, if the E.E. orders from B one pound of butter, and 
gets it, but finds that the paper wrapping has been counted 
as butter too (I. B — A = € — 2) he invokes p, if he can 
raise 0s. 8d., the usual coet of legal proceedings in this 
country, which is fixed at this low sum, so that rich and poor 


can equally enjoy it; then D comes down on B (п. s). but 


instead of the majeaty of the law being lessened or divided 
as might be supposed by the equation (II.), its power is 
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increased, let us say in such an important matter as butter, 
D!? (it is well known that р can be never squared in this 
country), and, therefore, it is obviously the grocer (B) who 
suffers, mulcted, if I may be allowed to use the only legal 
term I thoroughly understand. 

Now, substituting for E.E., a patriot, and letting B = an 
old-established British firm, c = a British triphase motor, 
р = majesty of the law, as before, and z = a name plate of 
British manufacture (perhaps), what result would obtain if 


the equation Е was again effected, / (yes, we are all allowed 


an if“ in the highest mathematics) 


2+ 2 = 4 = mathematics. 
2+ 2 = z = higher mathematics. 
2 + 2 = anything you like = highest mathematics. 


If it could be proved that с + z did not even equal c by 
itself, but was a good deal less, 100 — z per cent., in fact. 
If a high-class grocer can be mulcted " for so important 
a matter as l oz. of butter, what ought to be done to a 
scoundrel of a manufacturer who palms off but no, I 
am getting excited; I cannot contemplate the picture; 
calmly speaking, I would suggest boiling oil; or, perhaps, 
it would be more professional to say an insulating compound 
of sufficiently low boiling point to act slowly. 

It might be objected that it would be difficult to prove, 
and that D could not stop such practices; perhaps not; but 
an ad valorem duty of 45 per cent., or so, would, and quickly, 
too; and if Fiscaliteur " really wants such things to stop, 
let him adopt the views of Mr. Chamberlain, and well another 
who is bashful, and does not like publicity. 


R. M. I. E. E. D. 


— — 


Technical Instruction. 


* Absurd” ejaculates, with supreme contempt, your corre- 
spondent, Mr. W. L. Turner. But surely I can ask with 
ordinary modesty for convincing evidence that I stand con- 
victed of absurdity. I am quite sure that a re-perusal of 
my letter will reveal a meaning that entitles me at once to 
enter a plea of not guilty. 

. Firstly, I did not say that all,“ but '* most," technical 
instruction in this country was a farce, Secondly, nor yet 
did I say that the half workshop, half university-trained 
man was unqualified to hold the position of technical 
instructor. 

Now, sir, one intelligent reading of your correspondent’s 


letter makes it self-evident that it is a defence of the very . 


type of instructor whose shortcomings are apparent, at 
sight, to all the first year’s workshop apprentices who attend 
evening technical school. Yet, if technical training is to 
rank ав one of those progressive forces which count for 
the very kind of efficiency that is to enable us, as a 
nation, to fight our life and death struggle for commercial 
existence, not supremacy, the exclusively technical college 
graduate had better keep to his book, and leave practical 
instruction to practical men. It is not in the nature of 
things that he should possess the essential qualification 
that can alone be acquired by actual experience in modern 
up-to-date engineering workshops, when one calls to mind 
the fact that the average time spent by engineering students 
in actual practice is seldom more than two bours per week, 
and then in groups so large that the macbines are operated 
by crowds. 

If Mr. Turner would like to know what real technical 
instructors are like, I would advise a personal visit to some 
of the technical schools in Germany, Belgium and Switzer- 
land; and if he has time, he might also run over to the 
Massachusetts, U.S.A., Institute of Technology, Boston. He 
will then see that pure science and applied science have values 
and places peculiarly their own. He will also see that consider- 
able attention is paid to the developing of mechanical means 
for increasing, as well as cheapening, output; and it 
is here where the technical school manscores. This, I take 
it, is (or should be to give technical training its“ proper 
definition) the final purpose of a pre-eminently useful, as 
well аа absolutely necessary, part of the nation’s education. 

Now, with regard to the teaching of pure science, let me 
ask, with all due respect to Mr. Turner, what earthly help 
would it be to the electrical branch of our commercial 
system if our technical schools turned out Dr. Hopkinsons 


by the thousand? As far as I am able to judge, only one 
Dr. Hopkinson was necessary, and we have had him with us, 
so that until the true nature of radium reveals new laws 
upon heat, I think we can reasonably say that for the present 
10,000 similar scientific giants would not be able to raise 
profitably, from a commercial point of view, the thermal 
limit of output of & modern dynamo by half-a-dozen degrees 
Centigrade, and how much further, I would ask, is it, possible 
to improve the calorific value of fuels by the scientific 
application of known laws? Who, may I again ask, are 
most valuable to a progressive commercial nation? Your 
Edisons, Maxims, Bells, Carnegies, Stephensons, Watts and 
Fultons, &c., or your pure science men? Yet had these 
mien been crammed with physics in the orthodox mode, they 
would have been confined to grooves so hard and fast, and 
80 narrow, that the world would never have seen their 
mechanical ideas put into practical shape. 

In conclusion, I would say that I hold no brief for the 
abolition of technical schools, but I hold most strongly to 
the fixed belief that your modern technological institute 
graduate, minus at least five years of up-to-date workshop 
training, as & technical instructor has a negative value. 


Arc. 


[The need of properly-qualified technical instructors 
cannot be disputed; but neither can the importance of pure 
science be ignored. The electrical engineering industry is 
based wholly upon pure science, and ought to be the very 
last to repudiate its indebtedness to physicists such as, for 
example, Faraday, Maxwell and Kelvin, and the many other 
intellectual giants whose researches bear fruit to this day.— 
Eps. El. EC. REV. 


Re Walsall Switches. 


In regard to the article on main switches manufactured by 
the Walsall Electrical Co., we should like to point out to 
readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW that this type of switch, 
with its special feature in the adjusting arrangement placed 
between the laminated brush, has been made by us for some 
time. We were the original makers of this type of 
adjustment. 

Richardson & Co. 

Manchester, December 5th, 1908. 


The Design of Variable Speed Motors. 
Mr. Hobart's article in yours of December 4th, with refer- 


ence to variable speed machines, is of great interest. In 


two points, however, I cannot agree with his paper. He 
states that the commutation of a machine depends upon the 
reactance voltage. He omits any reference to any other 
factor. He omits a very important point in connection 
with commutation, namely, field distortion. This field 
distortion varies with the strength of armature and with the 
strength of field. With a given strength of armature the 
weaker the field, the greater the distortion. Consequently, 
a machine may run perfectly well with a strong field, and the 
brushes in a certain position, but at high speed, with a suffi- 
ciently weakened field, brush shifting will be necessary ; not 
in order to use the reverse field, but in order to avoid the 
distorted field. 

A variable speed machine must be designed with an espe- 
cially weak armature in order to minimise this distortion 
and to work with fixed point of commutation. This means 
an exceptionally expensive machine. 

If field distortion should have nothing to do with commu- 
tation it is still more difficult to follow Mr. Hobart’s paper. 
For a given machine at a given output the reactance voltage 
depends upon the speed of the machine, using Mr. Hobart's 


‘own formula. 


As I understand, he proposes for a variable speed machine, 
speed range 2 to 1, to take the cheapest machine which can 
be built to deliver this output at the lowest speed. 

If the commutation depends only upon the reactance volt- 
age, the cheapest machine will usually be the one in which 
the reactance voltage at this low speed has been pushed up to 
the limit. Such a machine, if run at all above the minimum 
‘speed, will spark. We find ourselves driven to the conclusion 
which he declares we have avoided, namely, that the machine 
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must be designed to carry, without sparking, double the load 
at the low speed. 


It is probable that to a great extent my disagreement with 


the writer is based on misunderstanding. To a certain 
extent he is correct. The amount of field distortion is 
limited. | 

If the armature strengtb is especially weak a fixed point of 
commutation may be found for any speed. A motor with a 
speed range of 3 to 1 can usually be built about as cheaply 
as one with a 2 to 1 range. But a motor with a 2 tol 
range of speed is much more expensive than one which will 
deliver the full load at the lowest speed. 


J. N. Dodd. 
Preston, December 7 ih, 1903. 


Eleetrie Shocks on Flat-Back Switchboards. 


The arguments put forward in your last issue by Mr. 
Percy B. Hall, in favour of flat-back switchboards for H. r. 
work, when viewed in the light of actual experience, will not 
carry much weight with them. | 

While it is certainly very useful at times to have a clear 
passage-way round your switch gear, affording free facilities 
for inspection and repairs, the first consideration in the 
design of at least H.T. gear, is surely that of protection of 
human life, and I contend that it is these very facilities 
(which, by the way, are in too many ca&s only apparent) 
which constitute the danger, the chamber at the back far too 
often proving the execution chamber of the would-be inspector 
or repairer. | 

Mr. Hall mentions that only authorised and competent 
persons should have access to this chamber ; but that un- 
authorised and incompetent persons can and do obtain access 
is а fact which must be taken into consideration by the 
designer. Moreover, it is not by any means the unauthorised 
or the incompetent men only who fall victims to the flat-back 
H.T. board, for it has been amply illustrated, if such illustra- 
tion were necessary, that, no matter how experienced the 
operator may be, the chances of his stumbling against 
live parts, or instinctively clutching them to save himself 
from falling, or the liabilisy of his making a fatal blunder 
among the maze of connections which generally existe at the 
back, are ever present. 

I think, therefore, that the necessary isolating and partial 
dismantling of that part of the cellular board which it is 
required to inspect or repair, constitutes in itself one of ita 
principal advantages, on the basis that the paramount con- 

sideration is the safety of the operator. Further, this isola- 
ting and partial dismantling need present no difficulties. 
With a simple arrangement of plugs or links any number of 
panels can be quickly isolated, and the partial dismantling 
generally consists in the simple withdrawing of a few of the 
ae division pieces from between the panels or 
“ cells,” | 2. 
. Regarding the great number of н.т. switchboards of their 
well-known type, which have been installed by Messrs. 
Ferranti, Ltd., I believe it is a fact that not a single fatal 
accident, or, indeed, any accident worth mentioning, has yet 
occurred in connection with the working of the same. Thi 
record is, I believe, directly attributable to their persistent 
use of the cellular type of board with its inherent safety, as 
advocated by * Н. W. C." 


ae Р. В. Aimer. 
Manchester, December 5th, 1903. 


| Variable-Speed Continuous Current Motors. 


I can hardly allow Mr. Frank Broadbent's statement as to 
double-rolling of a printing machine to pass without com- 
ment, After an almost daily contact for over six years with 
printing machinery, electrically driven, I am sorry that, 
although agreeing with his statement as to the speed range 
of 2 to 1 in a motor meeting most cases, I cannot agree that 
one speed is most suitable for printing machinery. ; 
‚ May I point out that his remarks only apply to machines 
known as one-siders, and are not applicable to either perfectors 
or rotary presses, and even with the two-revolution one-siders, 
there is no method of double-rolling other than tripping the 
cylinder. 

Ihe average range of speed for a one-sider (quad crown or 
„дай royal), to enable the printer to obtain the highest output 


in the shortest time on апу job, from finest three-colour 
work to plain bill-heads, should be from 900 to 1,800 sheets 
per hour ; but the speed which would be most used on this 
machine would be about 1,500, and the 90 per cent. of the 
jobs would be run at this speed on high-class machines in an 
ordinary printing office, Circumstances alter cases, but even 
if a machine is used for one class of work, it would be 
beneficial to be able to vary the gpeed to meet the varying 
conditions of this work. l | 

Take, for instance, the case of one-sided machines used 
for three-colour work or for the printing of loose formes— 
i.e., posters, catalogues, or price-liste. To obtain the beet 
resulte the speeds should be dropped from the average to 
allow a steadier travel of machine. Surely Mr. Broadbent 
would not suggest that they should be double-rolled, thus 
restricting the output for the day's work by one-half without 
actually driving the machines one revolution the slower? 
At the same time the conditions as to charges on plant, cost 
of power, wages, and actual wear and tear would remain the 
same. | | 

With regard to the perfecting machine, it is impossible to 
double-roll; as anybody: who has a knowledge of these 
machines knows full well. The average range of speed 
regulation should be from 1,000 to 1,800 sheets per hour, 
the majority of work on these machines being at from 1,200 
to 1,400. | 

In the case of a rotary the conditions are again changed, 
and apeed regulacion is required over a much larger range 
than in either of the other cases. Double-rolling is again 
impossible, | 

The majority of rotary printing machines at the present 
day are combined with other machines, such as cutting, 


folding and stitching, and cannot be considered as simple 


printing machines, but here the special systems come into 
requisition, | 
The opinion in the case which Mr. Broadbent has cited, 
must have been given by one who had not been properly 
advised, or who had not had the time to personally gain 
the closer touch with the working of direct-current motors 
as applied to printing machines, that is absolutely necessary 
to enable anyone to obtain the highest all-round efficiency. 

I shall have taken enough of your valuable space by now 
in pointing out that speed regulation cannot be economically 
obtained on printing machines by double rolling, although it 
might suit one manager to neglect the advantages offered of 
ease, of electrical control, and, therefore, saving of time and 
money, and to run bis one-siders at one constant speed. 


Frederick J. Thompson. 


Stanley Road, Teddington, 
i December Tth, 1903. 


The Multiple Supply System Patents. 


I do not quite understand the letter from “ Multiple 
Supply ” in your last issue. He suggests, but is, apparently, 
careful not to state, that the details of my patent, No. 2,398 
of 1903, were patented a long time before the date of my 
application. (Or does the expression,“ all these details,” 
refer to some other details which * Multiple Supply " has in 
his mind?) He says that if I refer to my patent I shall 
see that this is so. I may say that I have done so—not 
once, but many times—but without the result which he 

rophesies. If the details of my patent are indeed ancient 

istory, I will, of course, make my bow and retire from the 
contest, only asking * Multiple Supply" to perform an act 
of courtesy to the vanquished foe, by saying when, or in 
what name, they were previously protected. I have examined 
a large number of traction patents, extending over several 
years, but without coming across апу in the least resembling - 
mine; nor have I found any suggestion of my arrangement 
in papers read before various institutions, or in the discus- 
sions thereon, во I must ask “ Multiple Supply to excuse 
my scepticism on the point. | 


London, S. W., December 7th, 1903. 


С. Н. В. Thorn. 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plants. 


As managing director of the Cambridge Electric Supply 
Co., Ltd., and also of the Scarborongh Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd., and as, therefore, in some measure responsible for the 
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exclusive and continued use of steam turbines by these two 
concerns, I feel called on to draw attention to what appears 
to me to be the entirely misleading nature of the com- 
parisons between the results obtained in steam turbine 
stations on the one hand, and reciprocating engine stations 
on the other, recently published in your columns by Mr. 
Alfred Morcom. 

For his purpose Mr. Morcom states that he has selected 
reciprocating engine stations which are “ under approximately 
similar circumstances as to costs of labour, fuel, output, &c.," 
as the turbine stations, No doubt he has made this selection 
as fairly as is possible ; but, to show how unsuccessful he has 
been in this respect, it is only necessary to point out that 
among his reciprocating engine stations he has included 
Salisbury, where a portion of the electrical generation is carried 
on by means of water-power, and where both fuel and works 
costs are therefore abnormally low. Again, though Mr. 
Morcom specially mentions the matter of output, his own 
figures show an average annual output of 1,464,907 units 
for his reciprocating stations, and only 788,924 unite for the 
turbine stations—a ratio of practically 2 to 1. 

How greatly the mere quantity of output affects results 
may be seen from the following figures, which show how the 
costs of fuel, &c., have decreased at Cambridge and at 
Scarborough, as the output has increased in the last 
seven years :— 


CAMBRIDGE. 

Total Oil, waste Works Total 

units sold. Fuel, and stores. costs. . costs, 

1895 150,510 1'98d. "19d. 391d. 4*b3d. 
1902 419,005 66d. 14d. 1°67d. 2:40d. 

SCARBOROUGH. 

1895 135,177 1:66d. 12d. 8474. 4°36d. 
1902 431,777 85d. 08d. 1°614. 2°65d. 


Incidentally, the above figures also go to show that the 
efficiency of steam turbines does not fall off with use as has 
been suggested in some quarters. 

Another most important omission from Mr. Morcom's 
fi is any consideration ‘of the question of load factur, 
which, as all station engineers are aware, has a greater effect 
upon costs than almost anything else. The following are 
the load factors of the turbine and reciprocating engine 
stations selected by Mr. Morcom for the same years that he 
has given the other costs :— 


Steam turbines. Reciprocating steam engines. 
Blackpool .. 1432 Leeds 12°31 
Newcastle district ... 1367 Halifax .. 16°98 
Cambridge .. 913 Bootle —. 28°44 
Scarborough ... *. 934 Taunton .. 1277 
West Bromwich. 209797 Darwen . 1212 
Morecambe ... * 706 King's Lynn 15:58 
Melton Mowbray 1111 Salisbury , 11°49 

Average 10°55 Average 15 67 


As will be seen, the average load factor of the reciprocat- 
ing stations is practically 50 per cent. better than that of 
the group of turbine stations. 

To recapitulate, the following are the points to which I 
desire to draw attention: — (1) Among the reciprocating 
stations Mr. Morcom has selected there is one where, owing 
to the use of water-power, the results are abnormal. (2) 
The average output of the reciprocating stations Mr. 
Morcom has selected is abont double that of the turbine 
stations. (3) The former have, on the average, а 50 per 
cent. better load factor than the latter. I think that most 
engineers will agree with me tbat, under these circumstances, 
Mr. Morcom’s comparisons are of no value at all. 

Lastly, I note that in Mr. Morcom’s list of turbine 
stasions he has left entirely out of account that belonging to 
the Newcastle-upon-l'yne Co., which, if 1 mistake not, is 
now almost entirely run by means of steam turbines. 
Would it surprise Mr. Morcom to learn, what I am informed 
on good authority is the fact, namely, tbat the works cost 
of this station are now less than half the most favourable 
similar figure of *62d. per unit which Mr. Morcom gives for 
Leeds? Now, the cost of coal and labour at Newcastle and 
Leeds cannot differ very greatly, so this enormous difference 
must be due to matters of load factor and output, and 
probably also to some amount of superior economy in 
steam turbines over reciprocating engines. 


A. A. Campbell Swinton. 


66, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
December 2nd, 1908. 


My friend Mr. Morcom has given you a table, of which 
I fail to see the value. He compares steam turbines with 
Belliss engines in respect of the cost of coal per unit, bat he 
omite to state the cost of coal per ton, the calorific value of 
the coal, the kind of boilers in which the coal was consumed, 
and the load factor of the station, Under these circumstances, 
it would seem to me to be almost as reasonable to eaddle the 
dynamos with the differences of coal costs, and ignore the 
engines altogether. 8 

Birmingham, December 7th, 1903. 


J have read with very great interest the correspondence 
that has been appearing in your columns re the above, but 
I should like to draw Mr. Barker's attention to a statement 
made in his letter that the Newcastle-on-Tyne station holds 
the record for lowest works coste per unit." I would draw his 
attention to the Electrical Times of November 19th, in which 
he will see that the Huddersfield traction station holds the 
record with works costs of 36d. per unit, as against the 38d. 
stated by Mr. Barker to be the record. The figure I have 
stated, viz., '86d., is for last year, but I fully expect to surpass 
that in the current year, the year under review being one of 
reconstruction of roads, &c. | 

In conclusion, I should state that the plant in use here 
is: Two Musgrave engines of 550 H.P., and a Combe- 
Barbour set of 1,200 H.P., Mather & Platt and Green- 
wood & Batley generators, superheated steam being used. 


Н. N. Thomas, 
General Manager and Engineer. 


Huddersfield, December 7th, 1903. 


À great deal has been said and written regarding fuel and 
other economies to be obtained by using steam turbines in 
preference to slow and high-speed reciprocating engines, all 
of which have been very interesting and instructive ; but І 
think the subject should also be considered in connection 
with its boiler plant and condensing apparatus, both of 
which are important items in the equipment of a steam- 
driven installation. | 

From a careful analysis of turbine plants which are being 
constructed, I find the boiler-house equipment is quite as 
large or even larger than that of many recent stations where 
reciprocating engines are installed, whereas one would 
naturally suppose it to be quite the reverse, As an illus- 
tration I will take the case of the generating station now 
being erected at Chelsea for the District and other under- 
ground railways of London, a description of which appeared 
in last month's issue of the Railway World. In this station 
there are to be 10 turbo-generating sets each of 5,500-&w. 
capacity, the steam for each unit being generated by eight 
Babcock boilers with superheaters and economisers attached, 
each boiler and ite accessories having 7,242 sq. ft. of heating 
surface, or a total of 59,392 sq. ft. for each turbine unit, 
equal to 10°8 sq. ft. per kw. This ratio of heating surface 
is greatly in excess of that in many of our generating sia- 
tions where slow-speed engines are working with saturated 
steam and a vacuum much lower than that demanded by 
steam turbine builders. We are told that each of the above 
turbines will carry an overload of 50 per cent. for two hours 
at practically the same steam consumption per KW.-hour, 
whereas we know this cannot be done by а slow-speed 
reciprocating engine. 

When investigating this interesting subject І came across 
a report of the arbitration proceedings in connection with 
the electrification of the metropolitan lines, and here I find 
one firm of contractors proposed to instal slow-specd gene- 
rating sets, each of 2,500 KW., the steam for each unit and 
its auxiliaries to be furnished by Babcock boilers, with a 
total heating surface of 20,000 вд. ft., or 8 sq. ft. of H.S. per 
KW., this being adjudicated by Mr. Chapman as being а 
first-class installation (vide Engineering, Vol. LXXII., page 
659). In view of this, I am utterly at a loss to understand 
why his turbine plant should require 30 per cent. more 
heating surface per KW. lt cannot possibly be on account 
of the auxiliary plant, for I find it is no greater in one case 


‘than the other, and we are all aware of the excellent steam- 


ing qualities of the Babcock boiler when kept clean and in 
good working order. 


H 
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On making а comparison of the condensing apparatus 
attached to turbine and reciprocating engine sets, I find in 
some cases a greater number of pumps are necessary to 
maintain the requisite vacnum for the turbine, thereby 
increasing the cost. Does not the condensing plant occupy 
more space than the turbine itself, thus off-setting whatever 
gain there may be in the engine room; and, further, I am 
inclined to think the total cost of the condensing plant must 
in some cases be but little less than that of the turbine set, 
so that when compared with a first class high speed recipro- 
cating engine, there can be scarcely any difference in the 
first cost of the plant, and from the correspondence in your 
columns, it appears that the economical gain is on the 
engine side. 

Will some one enlighten us still further on this much- 
debated subject, as it must be instructive to many engineers 
as well as 

A Student. 


In reply to the bulk of Mr. Wilkinson's letter in your 
issue of December 4th, 1903, we need only refer to the 
previous correspondence. For the rest, we can assure Mr. 
Wilkinson that we have had a very large and satisfactory 
experience with high superheat in our reciprocating engines 
during recent years, and, as our customers know, have done 
a great deal of hard work in assisting to make the advantages 
of superheat practically possible. 

We omitted Shipley, as we found that they were receiving 
steam gratis from the destructor works. 

Mr. Wilkinson’s suggestion that a trial should be made 
with the best examples of reciprocating engines and steam 
turbines, under ordinary central station conditions as to 
superheat and vacuum, is, in our opinion, a gocd one. The 
difficulty is to get such a prolonged trial made under im- 
partial and useful conditions, but if any of the leading 
engineering associations are prepared to take the matter up 
in the interests of their members, we should be very pleased 
to lend an engine for the purpose. 

Mr. H. Barker says that Mr. Parsons's table for vacuum 
effect in turbines is wrong. Possibly Mr. Barker is wrong. 
We used the table given in Mr. Wilkinson’s paper to refute 
Mr. Wilkinson’s conclusions, but the point is a fine one, an 
does not affect the position. 

Mr. Barker in your issue of the 4th inst., and Mr. Camp- 
bell Swinton elsewhere, attacks the examples given by us to 
show the great inferiority of the steam turbine in actual 
work, and Mr. Barker constructs a table by inserting some 
excellent figures which he has obtained from the Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Co., to which Mr. Campbell Swinton also refers, 
We presume these figures are for the 12 months’ work up to 
date, and are not yet available to the general public. But 
surely it is unfair to make such a comparison, as both these 
gentlemen must know very well that returns for the same 
pericd from the bulk of the reciprocating engine stations 
will ehow improvements, and possibly equally great improve- 
ments, аз compared with the last published returns. We 
have, however, now obtained a copy of the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne return, and it is interesting to compare it with the 
return for about the same period of one of the best equipped 
and managed reciprocating engine stations, namely, Leeds, 
The figure given by Mr. Barker, viz., 38, if correct, is for 
the station costs per unit generated, but all the figures for 
costs in the Electrical Times analysis are per unit sold. 
This is a very different matter, there being a difference of 
nearly 20 per cent. on the average between these figures. 

The figures from the returne, and the chairman's speech, 
are as follows :— 

Tota] units sold. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ... 5,011,300 £12,587/5/8 
Leeds ... TE i 4,448,650 £11,524/5/4 
To this should be added the cost of distribution for New- 
castle-on-Tyne to the extent of 2,412,318 units. Adding 
the above percentage for distribution to the Newcastle costs 
above, we get a figure of works cost 706 for Newcastle, 
against 62 for Leeds. 

When it is taken into account that the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
load factor (which Mr. Barker takes care not to mention) is 
probably double that of Leeds, it will be apparent to the 
majority of electrical station engineers, that the Leeds results 
are much the better of the two. Moreover, a large portion 
of the work covered by the Newcastle return will have been 
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done by reciprocating engines, about equal in power to the 
steam turbines, which latter have only recently been set 
fully at work in the station. 

Mr. Barker’s table, as it now stands, includes this unpub- 
lished semi-reciprocating engine station result on his own 
side, and drags in Yarmouth to compare with Scarborough 
to blacken the reciprocating engine record on the other. 
From the * Central Station Directory” we abstract the 
following :— 

Yarmouth.—Welsh coal through and through used for 
fuel. 

Scarborough.—Steam coal and smudge used for fuel. 
and yet Mr. Barker objects to our use, in а general sense, of the 
word quibbling " ! | We were quite aware of the inequality 
in the load factors pointed out by Mr. Campbell Swinton, and 
surmised that it might be due to anxiety on the part of the 
turbine stations to hold a big margin of spare plant to meet 
the risks due to stripping of the blades and other difficulties 
inherent to their system. They appear, anyhow, to have 
been able to develop a special maximum power on some 
particular occasion considerably in excess of their average 
power, but the load factor, as calculated from the tables, has 
no very close bearing on the relative economies, as anyone can 
see by a careful study of the tables. For example, take the 
two stations, Cambridge and Scarborough, referred to in 
Mr. Campbell Swinton’s table (in fact, he is the managing 
director of both). Cambridge has the smaller output and 
the smaller load factor, and, although it has probably to use 
аз dear a coal as Scarborough, its consumptiou runs out to 
*66 only, as compared with 85 for Scarborough. 

We took trouble with our table to put the matter reason- 
ably fairly on both sides, and, as we have said before, we 
might have given 88 reciprocating engine stations showing 
an average of 41 for fuel cost, instead of the seven selected 
stations with 51 cost. There is, however, no reason for 
your readers to accept our table or that of any other 
interested person. At the cost of a few pence they can buy 
an electrical paper with tke full tables in, to draw their own 
conclusions from. In doing во, we would ask them to bear 
in mind that steam turbines are at their best when new, and 
that there is a very quick limit to the possible improvement 
in the design of the steam turbine, though the machine 
itself is still very experimental. In this connection, Mr. 
Wilkinson’s remark that every steam turbine station 
in our list, except one, was at the time covered by the figures 
given, employing obsolete turbine plant,” is a very ominous 
one, especially as our list included nearly all the stations 
using steam turbines, The clearance difficulty is very real, 
especially with plant under two or three thousand horse- 
power, and the experience with larger plant is very limited 
at present, "The fact that two immensely wealthy American 
firms have adopted steam turbines as their standard for high 
speed running only shows that America has hitherto had no 
effective standard high-speed engines, and have probably 
assumed that in the steam turbine they will secure an engine 
capable of considerable improvement. They may very easily be 
mistaken. The two or three hundred thousand horse-power 
ordered only shows that these two firms have large financial 
control, and are able to secure orders, The wise man will 
wait till the experience comes. 

In first cost, the temptation to take the steam turbine for 
large sizes is great, but iu the end the machine may prove 
much more costly than the well tried reciprocating engiue. 

In conclusion, we can only say that if in the opinion of 
your readers we have argued too strongly in favour of the 
reciprocating engine, we have done it without any manu- 
facturing bias, as we are prepared to build steam turbines of 
any size, a8 soon as we have determined that it is advisable 
in our own interests (which include satisfaction to our 
customers) to do so, 

For Belliss & Morcom, Ltd. 
ALFRED Мовсом, Managing Director. 


Mr. Wilkinson states in his letter, published in your last 
issue, that it is an undoubted fact that turbines give no 
trouble when working with superheated steam," and further 
on he mentions West Bromwich as a station where the 
turbine plant has the distinction of being not obsolete. 
Now, I have information that about a fortnight ago about 
one-fourth of the total number of blades were stripped off 


el 


* 


940 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (Vol. 53. No. 1,359, Овсвмвив 11, 1908. 


one of the turbines at a station not very far from West 
Bromwich, that the trouble was attributed to super- 
heated steam, and that the blades are to be replaced by 
others of a metal specially adapted to withstand the 
effects of superheat. I also know of the same thing 
having happened not long since at another station, the 
failure being again attributed to the use of superheated 
steam. At this station reciprocating engines were in use as 
well as steam turbines, and when, subsequently, extension 
sets. were required, reciprocating engines were installed. I 
have also heard of the blades being stripped off a large turbine 
in the States, where superheated steam was in use. 

These sort of experiences are not as a rule published in 
the papers—indeed, it seems almost indecent to drag them 
into light—but if, without any special sources of in- 
formation, I have heard of three different instances of 
trouble with superheat, no doubt others have occurred which 
have not come to my knowledge. 

Perhaps Mr. Wilkingon might say as to what experiences 
he has had with blades being stripped off the turbines at 
his station. 

Reciprocating Engine. 


The Fynn Patents. 


We notice on p. 915 of ycur issue of the 4th inst., a 
paragraph which states that Messrs. Hodgson, Wright and 
Wood are the sole makers at present of machines under 
Fynn's patent. 

To prevent misconception, we would suggest this company 
is the sole owner of the following patente, which were the 
property of the late firm of Rosling & Fynn :— 


No. Date. Title. 
468 7/1/98 Improvements relating to enclosed dynamos 
&nd motors. 
4,932 15/3/00 Improvements in or connected with electric 
motors and generators and other electrical 
apparatus and instrumenta, 
9,425 13/4/97 оаа in electro-magnetic'clatches or 
coup 
8,227 3/5/00 Improvements in or connected with windings 
for dynamos, electric generators, motors and 
converters. 
13,532 1/6/97 Improvements in winding for the armatures of 
: direct-current dynamos and electric machines. 
18,276 27/6/99 Improvements relating to enclosed dynamos 
and motors. 
25,307 1/11/97 Improvements in or connected with drum 


armatures for dynamo-electric generators 
and motors. 

Improvements in or connected with devices 
for protecting electric circuits and apparatus 
from injury by excessive electrical potential 
due to lightning or other cause. 

24472 20/12/95 m Improvements in dynamo-electric machines. 


FoREIGN PATENTS. 


27,995 27/11/97 


(R 840 31/5/98 Improvements in dynamo electric machines. 
uss 

127,373 13/7/00 Patent for drum-winding for winding. 

an 

(084) 3/8/97 Improvements in dynamo electric machines. 
305,037 2/11/00 Invention for windings for dynamos. 
(French) 

152,954 3/11/00 Ditto. 
(Belgium) 


Messrs. Hodgson, Wright & Wood bought the designs of 
some nine sizes of standard machines made under Fynn's 
patent, the sizes running to approximately 75 Kw. 

Anyone wishing to commerce the manufacture of machines 
under the above patents will, of course, have to arrange terms 
with ourselves, 

Phenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
Franns FEZARD, Secretary. 
Bradford, December 8th, 1903. 


Design of Direct Current Machinery. 


I shall be very glad to give your correspondent, “ Willing 
to Learn," my reasons for advocating the rotation of the 
commutator against the inclination of the brush; they are 
briefly as follows :— 

Consider the case in fig. 1, where the commutator revolves 
with the inclination of the brush. It is obvious that the 
friction between the brush and the commutator will carry 
the former in the direction of arrow 1, and force it against, 
the side b of the brush-holder, tending to wedge the brush 


tight between b and the commutator. The pressure of the 
spring transmitted by lever L not only keeps the brush 
down on the commutator but also presses it against ò. If 
we remember that the success of the carbon brush depends, 
amongst other things, on its freedom of movement, i.e., its 
ability to follow the irregularities of the commutator, we see 


Fig. 1. 


that any attempt on its part to do so entails an upward 
movement in the direction of arrow 2, again increasing the 
pressure of the brush against this same side 5 of the holder. 
This freedom of movement depends, therefore, in this case 
to a greater extent on the quality of a surface b, than on the 
pressure spring. 

In order to make it possible for such an arrangement to 
work at all, the friction coefficient between brush and 5 
must be reduced to its least possible value, but how long 
could this minimum value be maintained in practical work ? 

It is also to be noted that in fig. 1 the brush when giving 
way to any irregularity must rise against it. My experience 
goes to show that the brush under these conditions is liable 
to stick and break away by degrees. 

In cases where no special provision is made for taking the 
current from the brush to the holder, the greater part of it 
would, under those conditions, find its way to b quickly, 
roughing and disintegrating both contact surfaces and making 
matters still worse. 

In fig. 2 the conditions are far more favourable. The 
friction between commutator and brush tends to force the 
latter against the side, a, of the holder. The lever, L, tends 
to keep the brush away from a, and that pressure is further 
relieved when the brush rises in order to follow irregularities 
of the commutator, it will also be noted that the brush in 
this case moves gway from any obstacle it has to overcome. 

There can, I think, be no doubt that the movements of 
the brush under these conditions are less hampered and more 
directly under the control provided for that purpose, namely, 
the lever, L, with its spring. 

Val. A. Fynn. 


Bradford, December 7th, 1903. 


I have had a lot of experience with most types of carbon 
brushes, and quite agree with Willing to Learn ” that the 
carbon brush of the rectangular type with an inclination 
against the direction of rotation is not only noisy, but gives 
a lot of trouble to keep in order from its tendency to “ hop” 
or vibrate on the commutator. There is also another type 
just as kad—“ only worse.” І refer to the carbon block 
sliding in a box, and trusting to a doubtful contact on the 
sides of the box to convey the current. 

The best type of carbon brush gear, and the one that 
runs the most silent, smooth and cool, embodies the follow- 
ing points :—Holder or frame perfectly rigid, with no other 
movement other than that describing a circle round its 
point of attachment to brush arm. Lead for current to 
carbon block (or frame in which it is fixed), flexible and 
quite independent from frame iteelf. Spring adjustable 
from brush arm, and such that when a fair tension is on 
will follow up when } in. of brush is worn away. Position 
on commutator such that a line drawn through centre of 
bolder cuts the centre of brush arm and is parallel with a tan- 
gent from the commutator at the point of brush contact, 
and is little, if any, above the top surface of carbon block. 

I have had holders made for machines containing these 
points that have run without attention for more than 12 
months at a time, and with hardly any wear on the com- 
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mutator. 
as well in one direction as another. . 
Henry J. Robinson. 
Handsworth, December 8th, 1908. 


Heating Capacity of Electric Radiators. 


We beg to inform you that since the publication of 
Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co.’s letter in the last issue of 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, they have kindly offered to supply 
us with one of their electric heaters for the purpose of 
making practical tests with it, and of convincing us that 
their statements in regard to heating capacity are correct. 

It is evident from the correspondence which has taken 
place that Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co. base their claims 
for the superiority of their heater—in respect of heating 
capacity—on some peculiarity in their design, and entirely 
ignore the oft-proved heat equivalent of electrical energy 
(962 calories = 1 watt-hour). For this reason it would, 
we think, be idle to pursue this controversy on purely 
theoretical considerations which obviously do not appeal to 
the vendors of the Phoenix heater. 

We intend, therefore, making a number of practical tests 
with the heater which they are sending us, although we are 
well aware that the results obtained will only bear out your 
contention that the electrical efficiency of every non-luminous 
electric heater is the same. Some small variations in the 
results obtained are, of course, to be expected, due to the 
unavoidable differences in the conditions under which the 
tests are made. 

We shall feel indebted to you if you will, after we have 
completed the tests we purpose making, afford us the oppor- 
tunity of publishing the results in the columns of your 
journal. 

The British Prometheus Co., Ltd., 
H. Sxrewirn, Manager. 


[We shall await the results of our correspondente’ tests 
with great interest, and shall have much pleasure in publish- 
ing the results, subject, of course, to the consent of Messrs. 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co, to this proceeding being obtained. 
—Ерѕ. Erro. Rkv.] 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


The letter of “X” in your last wcek's issue put very 
fairly and temperately the case from the opposite side to 
that of the contractors and others who wrote earlier in the 
discussion, and shows the difficulty of finding any solution 
agreeable to all parties. 

In advocating the practice of inviting, say, six tenders for 
any one job, I had in mind, of course, not municipal and 
similar contracts, which must go out to public tender, but 
the large class of installations for private clients. 

When considering the letting of contracts for any work, 
every engineer of experience knows pretty well who are most 
likely to suit the special circumstances of the case, and can 
easily select a number of firms, all of whom will do the 
work equally well and for very nearly the same price. For 
another job, the characteristics of which are perhaps quite 
different, an entirely different set of contractors would, no 
doubt, be chosen, the choice depending on the nature of 
the work. 

Theoretically, of course, both contracta might have been 
put up to open competition, but in that case the lowest 
tenderer who might have been the right man for the second 
job would probably not be the best one for the first, although 
his tender being the lowest, it would be difficult to pass him 
over. 

The remedy is to invite tenders only from those whom 
you consider best, fitted for the particular work in hand, in 
the same way that the client selecta his engineer with due 
regard to the specific matter on which he requires advice. 

In this way whilst seldom calling for many tenders for any 
one piece of work, the list of contractors asked to tender 
would be a fairly extensive one, and X“ need not fear, 
therefore, that there would be a “monopoly of six," and 
certainly not that these would be only the largest firms. 

- When a specification is clear and definite a small firm with 
its smaller standing charges is often in a much more 
favourable position in tendering than one of the large firms. 


They also have the advantage of being able to run 


Other engineers inviting tenders would possibly select 
quite different firms, with the result that orders would be 
distributed pretty much as now, but far fewer tenders would 
be sent in and the standing charges, and therefore the cost 
of each job, would be reduced. 


Victoria Street, S.W., 
December 9th, 1903. 


Handcock & Dykes. 


Electrical Contractors and Manufacturers. 


We enclose copy of a letter received from Messrs, Rashleigh 
Phipps & Co. to-day, together with our reply to same; 
possibly the subject matter may be of sufficient interest for 
notice in the columns of your Journal. 

We do not know to what extent you agree with the objects 
of the Associations referred to, but having regard to the 
remarks which you have published from time t, time with 
reference to the methods and practices of various Trade 
Unions, we can only hope that you will condemn such an 
attempt at intimidation, and agree with us that it ought to 
be brought before the trade generally. | 

We ourselves decline to be dictated to in this manner, and 
we shall be glad to hear the views of other manufacturers 
who have doubtless received similar letters. 

Ernest F. Moy, Ltd. 
- Е. Е. Moy, Managing Director. 

Camden Town, N.W. 

December 8th, 1908. 


[oorx.] 
102, Oxford Street, W. 
December 7th, 1903. 
Messrs. Ernest F. Moy, Ltd, 
Greenland Place, Camden Town, N.W. 

Dear Sirs,—By the terms of an agreement entered into between 
the National Electrical Contractors’ Association and the National 
Electrical Manufacturers’ Association, we hereby give you notice 
that, unless you are members of the National Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation on or before the 1st of January, 1904, we shall be unable to do 
business with you. We would therefore suggest that you put your- 
selves in communication with Mr. Davenport, the Secretary of the 
National Manufscturere' Association, whose address is Ridler Place, 
Holland Street, Blackfriars. 

Awaiting your reply, 

We remain, yours faithfully, 
(Signed) RaSHUEIGH Purs & Co. 


Greenland Place, Camden Town, N.W. 


8th December, 1903. 

Messrs. Rashleigh Phipps & Co., 

102, Oxford Street, W. 

Dear Sirs,—We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yes- 
terday’s date, at the contents of which we desire to express our utter 
astonishment. | 

We believe that Mr. Phipps is one of the gentlemen responsible 
for the formation of the National Electrical Contractors’ Association 
and also the National Electrical Manufacturers’ Association. We 
presume that these are one and the ваше body, as the one associa- 
tion would be useless without the other, and we therefore consider 
that we are justified in regarding your letter as being a semi-official 
communication from these associations. 

While we may be in sympathy with some of the objects of the 
Associations, we certainly cannot agree to join a combination which 
descends to such contemptible means to gain members to its ranks. 
The policy savours very muoh of the ordinary workman's trade 
union and coercion in its worst form, and while it may answer very 
well with a poor fellow who can only expect to be thrown out of 
work as a result of showing his independence, it will not answer 
when applied to business firms run by business men. 

We have always done our best to merit your support by turning 
out substantial and reliable work; you certainly would not have 
continued to favour us with your orders had we not done so, and 
we shall be very sorry to lose you as customers.— Yours faithfully, 


ERNEST F. Moy, LD. 


[Correspondence on the above matter is invited.—Ebs, 
ELEC. REV. | 


“í Groundless Fears”: A Protest. 

With reference to your remarks re my letter, published by 
you and subscribed by you ** Groundless Fears," I am sorry 
to see that my well-meant criticism, based upon facts, with 
reference to the fittings in the car I was travelling in 
between Lombard Street and the Angel, causes you to abuse 
me in a not very professional manner. My name should be 
well known enough by now in the electrical profession, after 
having been the engineering head of several large concerns 
in this country for over 15 years, as not to deserve the 
reproach of publishing a “ canard." 
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I rep.a*, the fittings were alive. 

I repeat that the attendant rushed at me when he saw me 
touching one, shouting : * Don't touch these fittings, or you 
will be knocked on the floor." 

I repeat that the attendant informed me “ that, almost all 
the cars were in the same condition." 

I further beg to say that your leader's statement as to 
having tested 400 “ fittings,” I am sure any experienced 
engineer will agree with me that such test, if it was carried 
out at all, would have necessitated the disconnecting of the 
fittings, and this would have taken a considerable number of 
days. You do not hit the point, however, as the fittings 
may be sound, though the leakage causing the shock would 
be caused by bad wiring ; and it evidently never struck the 
expert you sent down to Clapham to examine and test this. 
I recommend, however, that this should be done. 

As to correctness of the facts mentioned, I have asked Mr. 
John Lang, of 137, Fenchurch Street, to append his 
signature to this letter, as he was with me at the time of 
the journey, and took part in the conversation with the 
attendant. 

G. E. Heyl-Dia. 
John Lang. 


[We must strongly deprecate the suggestion that we in 
any way abused our correspondent; if we spoke of his state- 
ment as a “canard” (te. an “extravagant report," vide 
Webster), we by no means intended to apply the term, or 
the name of any other fowl, to himself. "We quite agree, 
however, that Mr. Heyl-Dia’s name is extremely well known 
in the electrical profession. 

Mr. Heyl-Dia “repeats” what he did not say before 
that the attendant rushed at him, and said that he would 
be knocked on the floor. We have proved to our complete 
satisfaction, and, we hope, to that of our readers, that this 
risk is purely imaginary. We quite fail to understand how 
one could test whether the fittings were “alive” after dis- 
connecting them! We could doubtless then have tested their 
mechanical strength, their optical qualities, their weight and 
volume; our object, however, was simply to ascertain 
whether they were alive, and if so, whether a painful or even 
dangerous shock could be received by а passenger. To this 
end we touched the metal of each fitting with the naked 
hand. In only two cases did we receive any shock at all, 
and in those cases, although we knew that one, at least, was 
at or near the maximum potential above earth, the shock 
was not even painful. 

Às the lamps on these cars are wired five in series, short- 
circuits between the wires are impossible; any leakage 
from the wiring would be direct to earth, and would not 
charge the fittings. These can only come in contact with the 
conductors through the lampholders, or, as we have stated, 
through faulty lamp bases. 

We do not dispute the accuracy of Mr. Heyl-Dia’s 
premises ; what we found fault with was his conclusions. 
We are of opiuion, moreover, that whether these were right 
or wrong, he should have addressed himself in the first 
instance to the railway company, and not have rushed into 
print without affording the company the opportunity of in- 
vestigating the matter, and, if necessary, rectifying the 
fault. —Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


Municipal Problems. 


As it happens, I have an inquiring mind and desire to 
know а small portion of the funny things said and done by 
the municipalities in the United Kingdom. Now, Sir, a case 
in point of inquiry is this. A month ago tram tenders came 
before the Brighton Town Council ; and the Tramways Com- 
mittee had decided to recommend the Council to accept a 
tender for tramcars in which the trucks were to be of 
American make, notwithstanding the fact that a firm was 
willing to supply the cars with British-made trucks at £230 
lower than any other tender (l refer to the Brush Co.). A 
letter appeared in a local newspaper a day or two before the 
Council met, calling attention to this fact, with the result 
that the chairman of the Tramways Committee (Alderman 
Stafford) withdrew that part of the proceedings relating to 
the purchase of tramcars because a misunderstanding had 
got about the town. 


This matter came up again before the Council last 
Thursday, and the Tramways Committee recommended that 
10 cars be accepted from Dick, Kerr & Co., who supply 
American-made trucks, and 10 cars from the Brush Co. ; 
but the latter was subject to cars being made with Brill trucks. 
Although their tender with English-made trucks was con- 
siderably lower than the other firms, the Council decided to 
have all the cars (20) from Dick, Kerr & Co., because it 
appears the engineer (Mr. Holliday) stated that he would 
not be responsible for the safe running of the cars with the 
Brush Co.’s tracks ; this placed the Council in an awkward 
position, with the above result. 

Now, Sir, what I want to know is this, Can tram trucks 
be made in England by British labour as reliable as those 
made in America? If so, our tramways engineer has no 
right to boycott the home-made article. If they cannot be 
made in England, than he was quite right. Perhaps some 
of your numerous readers can give me the information I 
require. One other point on this matter, Sir. During the 
discussion in the Council on these car tenders, Councillor 
Galleirs stated that he saw 50 cars in course of construction 
at the Brush Co.’s works for the London C.C., but was 
corrected by Alderman Stafford, who stated they were for 
the London United, and then asked Councillor Galleirs if the 
London United were in the Trust. Of course, Councillor 
Galleirs was indignant with Alderman Stafford, and 
retaliated by asking him something about the Reason 
Manufacturing Co. What the Trust and the Reason Manu- 
facturing Co. have to do with the matter I do not know 
(should like to). Moral, if town councillors throw dirt 
across the Council chamber, they not mind if it is thrown 
outside. 

There is another matter I can never understand; if a 
person advocate views which are not in accordance with a 
section of the community (Socialist), he is either in connec- 
tion with the Industrial League or the British Traction Co. 
or the Trust. Now what the Trust is, as also the Indus- 
trial League, goodness knows, I don't; should like to. And 
the reason I ascribe the hatred of the B. E. T. Со. is because 
these gentlemen are all foreigners using a British name to 
hoodwink the public. Perhaps someone can tell me if I am 
right in my surmise. 

Now, Sir, what with tram trucks made in America ; rails, 
America, Germany and Belgium ; telephones, Norway, and 
all the best work in this latter commodity fitted up by 
Norwegians, there will be nothing left for home workmen 
presently but unskilled labour. And as for that the 
Municipal Telephone Committee of the Brighton Town 
Council has been employing labourers at 4d. per hour, which 
i8 15d. lower than what they demand of a private trader if 
he has a contract to perform under the Town Council. 
Not only this, but these men are allowed 9d. per day 
expenses when out of town working, which is half the 
amount a private trader allows for out of town expenses. 

One more word, Sir, and I have done. Whilst the 
political world is being stirred up by Free Trade, Retaliation 
and fiscal policies, I venture to state, without fear of contra- 
diction, that the trade of this country at the present time 
and for the future rests more upon the actions of our great 
municipalities than any fiscal policy that Mr. Chamberlain 
or anyone else might bring forward. І am moved to write 
this letter to your journal, Sir, because I believe a great 
injustice is being done to my countrymen, and I feel sure, 
Sir, if we are given the chance, we can produce men and 
things in England as good, if not better, than out of it. 
As my letter contain some things which I can prove to the 
hilt, I shall not use my nom de plume, but sign myself 


A. E. Hewett. 
277, Ditchling Road, Brighton. 


[We understand that the Brighton specification clearly 
called for Brill or Peckham trucks, and that every contractor 
was in this respect put upon an equal footing. The original 
recommendation of the Committee, so far as we can learn, 
was based on the lowest offer with Brill tracks. If an 
American truck is superior to a British truck, the question 
is then quite outside the fiscal consideration.—Eps. ELEG. 
Rev. ] 
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THE GERMAN ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY. 


NEW AMALGAMATIONS COMPLETED OB IN PROGRESS. 


THEBE is now no longer any doubt that greater activity prevails in 
the German electrical engineering industry, the principal works 
being reported to have on hand at the present time considerably 
more orders than at the corresponding period of 1902. It is even 
said that prices are beginning to show а slight improvement, but 
no evidence is forthcoming to substantiate the statement. The sur- 
prise of the moment is the heavy loss incurred this year by the 
Union Electricity Co., to which reference will subsequently be 
made, but it is thought that the loss is due to extraordinary provi- 
sion being made for depreciation with a view to the complete 
absorption of the company by the Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesell- 
Schaft at anearly date. If this should take place the amalgama- 
915 of the Austrian branch companies would doubtless speedily 
ollow. 

Iu the case of the Austrian branch of the Siemens & Halske Co. 
and the Austrian Schuckert Co., arrangements have already been 
compieted for the combination of the two undertakings under the 
title of the Austrian Siemens-Schuckert Works Co., with a capital 
of 18,000,009 kronen, half of which will be provided by each con- 
cern. The cable factory, telephone and railway signalling depart- 
ments of the Siemens Co. at Vienna will, however, not be included 
in the amalgamation, but will be continued as hitherto. The new 
company resulting from the fusion will then constitute the largest 
of ite kind in Austria. Another amalgamation is that of the Bitter- 
feld Electro-chemical Co. and the Rheinfelden Electro-chemical 
Oo., the former increasing its capital for the absorption of the 
latter. This combination is probably due to the action of the 
Zurich Bank for Electrical Enterprises, which controls the shares 
of both companies and in which the Allgemeine Elektricitüts 
Gesellschaft of Berlin has a large financial interest. 

The board of supervision of the Allgemeine Elektricitits 
Gesellshaft has just had placed before it the financial statements 
respecting both that company and the Union Electricity Co. In 
the case of the A.E.G.. the figures, which relate to the twelve 
months ended with June, show, after deducting £140,632 for 
working expenses and taxes, and providing for interest on the 
bonds and for depreciation, net profits amounting to £281,219, as 
compared with £281,702 in the preceding year. The sum written 
off for depreciation is arranged on the same basis as in previous 
yeara, and the money ot liquid means at the company’s disposal 
exceeds £1,350,000, this being about identical with that existing & 
year ago. It is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 8 per 
cent., as in the year 1901-2. The number of orders received 
during the year has been greater, and the quantity bas since then 
considerably increased. In the case of the Union Electricity Co. 
the statement only applies to the six months ended June 30th, 1903, 
as a result of the agreement with the A.E.G., and the decision to 
transfer the beginning of the financial year from January to July. 
The statement remarks that the six months do not show normal 
resulte, as the large tramway constructional works and deliveries 
are effected in the spring and summer, whereas the accounts 
affecting them only fall due in the autumn and the winter. In 
addition to this, considerable expenses have been incurred in the 
transfer of certain manufacturing and sale branches to the A.E.G., 
this being necessitated by the agreement providing for the division 
of work between the two companies; whilst, at the same time, it 
has been considered advisable to make extraordinary provision for 
depreciation and reserve, as a result of entering into the community 
of interests. In these circumstances the statement submits that a 
book loss was inevitable. It amounts to £127,496, according to the 
balance drawn at the end of June, and the loss is to be covered by 
the extraordinary and ordinary reserve funds. The book loss com- 
pares with a4 per cent. dividend paid for 1902. The statement 
concludes by observing that the orders on hand for electric tram- 
ways are satisfactory. 

The Berlin-Hagen ‘Accumulator Works Co., which controls the 
Tudor type of secondary battery in Germany, proposes 
to absorb the undertaking of the Pollak Accumulator Co., 
of Frankfort-on-the-Main. Formed in 1894, the capital of the 
latter company was gradually increased to £100,000, and dividends 
were paid for several years, including 7 per cent. for 1900. It 
wat, however, subsequently discovered that owing to an error in 
book-keeping, a profit, instead of a loss, had been shown for that 
year, and the amount distributed had to be refunded. The years 
1901 and 1902 also resulted in considerable deficits, and the 
situation of affairs has now become aggravated by the amalgamations 
in the electrical industry, and particularly as a result of the loss of 
the Schuckert Co. as an important customer, and the recent loss of 
a portion of the orders hitherto placed by the Lahmeyer Co. In 
the case of the Schuckert Co., the combination formed with the 
Siemens & Halske Co. has had the effect of transferring the former's 
custom to the Berlin Accumulator Co., and as there is no prospect of 
an improvement in the position of the Pollak Co., it is proposed to 
amalgamate it with its Berlin rival, against which it is no longer possible 
to compete. Negotiations for this purpose have been proceeding 
during the past 18 months, and the Berlin company, which has a 
ghare capital of £312,500, is now acquiring ali the shares in the 
Frankfort concern on the basis of the payment of £33 15s. for each 
£50 share. It is intended to liquidate the Pollak Co. on the com- 
pletion of the transaction. 


The Electric Light and Power Investment Co., of Berlin, which. 


has a paid-up share capital amounting to £937,500 and a loan debt 
of £500,000, is a trust which is closely associated with the Siemens 
and Halske Co., and is consequently financially interested in under- 
takings or works promoted or carried out by the latter in Germany 


and other countries, as well as participating! inlother enterprises 
During the year 1902-3 the investment company has succeeded in 
improving ita position; the net profits from interest and dividends 
on shares and syndicate transactions amount to £59,460 as compared 
with £36,077 in the previous year, and it is proposed to ipay a 
dividend at the rate of 5 per cent., as against 3 per cent. Amo 
the company’s investments may be mentioned the Undergroun 
Electric Railways Co., of London, in which the former has increased 
ita holding from £10,000 to £20,000 by the acquisition of 5 per cent. 
profit-sharing notes. 

The Cologne Co. for Electrical Investments may be remembered 
as having undergone both a complete financial reorganisation over 
a year ago and entire severance from the Helios Electrical Co., with 
which ita relations were formerly those of a trust. Asa result of 
the reconstitution, the Cologne Co. has a share capital of £500,00 
which is equally divided into ordinary and preference share». The 
report of the directors for 1902-3 states that at the beginning of the 
year the company took over the management of the several elec- 
tricity works in which it is interested, and the working surplus hag 
improved in a gratifying manner. Including the balance brought 
forward from the previous year, the sum available for disposal 
amounts to £28,074,and adividend at the rate of 6 per cent. is to be 

id on the preference shares, the ordinary capital not receiving any 

istribution. 

The Carlsruhe Electrical Industry Co., which was subjected to a 
reorganisation of its finances early in 1902, emerged from the ordeal 
with an ordinary share capital of £30,000 and preference shares 
amounting to £40,000. - Notwithstanding this, the year 1901-2 
closed with a large loss, which was extinguished by drawing upon a 
special reserve fund, and the financial period ended last June has 
terminated with a further lors, which is also covered by the reserve 
fund, the latter now being reduced to £8,300. The company's report 
states that prices are depressed, but the turnover has considerably 
increased, and it is proposed to extend the works and to take up 
the construction of a steam turbine in which an interest has been 
gained. 


THE WAGES OF TELEGRAPHISTS. 


On Wednesday, November 18th, the Committee on Post Office 
Wages received evidence on behalf of the Central Telegraph Office. 
Sir Edward Bradford presided, and the whole of the members were 
present. The witnesses were Messrs. С. H. Garland and 8. W. Belder- 
son, and the joint statement of the case was submitted by the 
former. The following is a brief abstract iof the evidence sub- 
mitted :— 

Having attracted the men, it becomes obvious that it is to the 
interest of the State to retain them, more especiallyzwhen their pro- 
fession is one requiring training and experience. The rates of pay 
offered to telegraphists are not generous, and are barely sufficient to 
get men of sufficient intelligence and ability to perform the work. 

It can be shown that what may be called the subsistence level of 
a sufficiently intelligent telegraph clerk has been reached, as recent 
attempts to lower the scale of pay and requirements have signally 
failed. The 46th annual report of His Majesty’s Civil Service 
Commissioners shows that the telegraph service is becoming un- 
popular, as there has been a marked dearth of candidates; this would 
have become still more marked had not the verious schools in London 
for preparing candidates for Civil Service examinations advertised 
the salary of London operators as rising to £190 per annum, 
although to-day the Department state it is but £160. 

Soon after the Fawcett revision, it was not uncommon for eight 
or nine candidates to present themselves for every vacancy for 
male telegraph learner. The consequence was that the State had a 
good choice of well-educated youths. 

That the scales are not sufficient! to secure contented service is 
shown by another class of facts. The cable companies attract a suffi- 
ciency of candidates for their own employ by offering better terms 
than the Post Office. The Eastern Co., for example, only find it 
necessary to offer a scale with £204 as aj maximum to attract the 
best men from a State service. These two classes of facts show that 
the present scales are the lowest possible which will attract candi- 
dates and are not sufficient to retain the best men. It is often stated 
that Civil Servants do not resign, and that this fact shows absence of 
discontent. Telegraphists do, however, leave whenever opportunity 
exists. Since 1897 over 100 telegraphists resigned the Civil Service 
from the Central Office alone. Some went to South Africa, some to 
the cable companies, and in each case the Department would lose 
the services of men who had been trained and were competent 
operators. The scales as left by the Tweedmouth Committee are 
daily becoming less and less attractive, and less and less adequate. 
The demands of the service are becoming greater day by day, the 
cost of living is going up, and the scales are deteriorating in value. 
Again, two canses are operating to make the service harder. First, 
the development, speed, and complexity of working which compels 
increased individual output and its concomitant wear and tear 
Secondly, the deterioration of duties. ` 

If a comparison with outside workers is sought in regard to pay’ 
the conditions of work and the hours of duty must also be considered 
A telegraphist has no regularity in his working hours or meal-times. 
His domestic arrangements and social enjoyments are liable to 
constant interruption. His ordinary duties vary day by day, week 
by week, and in, addition, he may be stopped on overtime without 
notice. Telegraphic work is subject to great tluctuations, and the 
hours of attendance are adjusted to meet in some degree the 
necessities of the business. 

Side by side with increased demands, there has been a steadily 
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increasing expenditure in the necessaries of life, which has made 
the remuneration the men receive of less value to them. The cost 
of living has risen because, inter alia, there has been an increase in 
the cost of housing, rates and taxes, travelling and provisions. 

The whole county of London is becoming overcrowded and un- 
tenable for men of the class of civil servants who are being pushed 
for house room into districts lying quite outside the metropolitan 
area. 'This outward movement increases the cost of travelling to 
and from the office and also the time occupied in actually per- 
forming the duty. Whereas 10 years ago the average cost annually 
of travelling did not exceed £4 to £5, it is an uncommon occurrence 
now to have to pay less than £6 to £7, and there are huudreds of 
telegraphists at the Central Telegraph Office paying £9 to £10 per 
year. The average time occupied in travelling at each end of the 
duty has also risen from about 40 minutes 10 yeara ago, to an hour 
or 70 minutes to-day. 

The cost of housing has increased enormously. The rents of 
houses occupied by telegraphists in all districts show a rise in price, 
and even where cheaper travelling facilities have been introduced 
the rents have been raised to an extent far exceeding the economy 
effected in the daily journey. 

Bide by side with these increased demands upon the workers by 
the decreased value of their money owing to increased cost in 
necessaries, there has been an actual deterioration in the scales due 
to two main causes as compared with 10 years ago ; promotion is 
less rapid, and progress to the maximum is cut off to the great 
majority. Owing to certain changes, the attainment of the maxi- 
mum of £190 even has been cut off, and progress has been blocked 
at £160. 

As long ago as 1890 it was possible for a man tə reach £190 with 
about 21 to 22 years’ service, but progress up the scale has gradually 
become more difficult, until to-day it is practically impossible for a 
man to pass the £160 point. In & cheaper economic period when 
Mr. Fawcett fixed £190 as a telegraph operator' maximum in 
London, he stated with regard thereto that “the rates of pay which 
I propose are not more than sufficient to afford just and reasonable 
remuneration to those on whose efficiency and contented service so 
much of the interests and convenience of the community depend." 

A much largér question is that of pensions. There is no doubt 
. that the prospect of & clerk who lives until the age of 60 years 
receiving a pension has a material effect in reducing the wages of 
the.staff. 

A London telegraphist to-day, since the reduction of his pros- 
pective salary, cannot get more than £160 per annum, and after 
40 years’ service his pension will be about £2 per week. A yearly 
contribution of £6 would give the same pension to an ordinary man 
at 65 years of age as a telegraphist gets after 40 years’ service. 

When pensions are taken into account for the purpose of reducing 
wages to the lowest ре point, it is only fair that the value of 
the superannuation laws to the Btate, as against the immediate 
interests of the workers, should be considered. 

The demand formulated by the Association is as follows for 
London:—'' That the remuneration of telegraph clerks in London 
shall be £50 per annum after 18 months'service and then rise by 
annual incrementa of £7 10s. to £140, after which the annual incre- 
ments shall be £10 until £230 is attained.” 


LEGAL. 


KNiIdhr v. THE Ism or Wicur ELECTRIC Ілонт AND Power Co. 
(Continued from page 901.) 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on December 
5th, Mr. Justice Joyce resumed the hearing of this action, which 
has already been referred to in our issues of November 27th and 
December 4th. 

Mr. WaaGETT, following Mr. Younger, K.C., on behalf of the 
defendants, submitted that the Court would not interfere where the 
nuisance was connected in the construction of public works, and 
was of a temporary and occasional character only. 

Mr. Justice Joyce: Do you consider your evidence has proved 
there must necessarily be a nuisance occasioned until the works 
had been in operation, say, for six months, Of course you cannot 
be justified in doing anything which is a nuisance, except it be 
necessary. 

Mr. WaaGETT said the evidence showed that what bad been done 
was incidental to construction, and the Act of 1882 gave the 
defendants an indemnity as to that. The evidence, said counsel, 
was very conflicting. What the plaintiff called a maddening noise, 
the witnesses for the defence described as the hum of a bee іп а 
bottle." ; 

Mr. Justice Joyce: Are you entitled to disturb Miss Knight with 
the hum of the dynamo ? 

Mr. WacGET( said his case was that the plaintiff did not hear 
the hum of the dynamo except by listening for it, and that the 
smells emitted from the works were of a very faint character, and 
had now been practically cured. 

Mr. Justice Joyce eaid that the smells which had been cured 
might have been caused by the igaorance of the defendants, and 
that was their misfortune. 

Mr. WaGGETT said they were unavoidable in connection with the 
starting of the works, and everything had been done by the defen- 
dants to diminish the smells as speedily as possible. The plaintiff 
must submit to the sound of lawful works being conducted in a 


proper way. She was not entitled to the quiet of a cloister. The 
engines of the defendants were not yet out of the hands of the 
makers, and whatever noise there was would be cured next week. 

Mr. Justice Joyce: My present impression is that these works 
can be carried on without causing a nuisance, if you will only go 
E the expense. It must be taken there was annoyance at one 

me. 

Mr. WacGETT said it was impossible to set the works in order, 
except in the way that had been done. 

Mr. Justice Joyce: Why could not the nuisance have been 
avoided in the way that has been done since ? 

Mr. WaaaGETT said the engine was of a new type, and defects 
which could not have been foreseen made themselves known from 
time to time, and had to be cured by degrees. If during the con- 
struction of the works there was annoyance to the plaintiff, he sub- 
= ер 16 was of such a character that the plaintiff had no legal 
relief. 

Mr. Justice Joyce said, as the case was an important one, he 
would require to hear Mr. Hughes's reply on behalf of the plaintiff, 
ае the = was accordingly adjourned for that purpose until Tues- 

y week. . 


FERRANTI, LTD. 


In the Chancery Division on Saturday, Mr. Justice Joyce had 
before him the action of Poole v. Stirling and Ferranti, Ltd., which 
came on as a motion for judgment. 

Mr. Уювнок, for the plaintiff, said the action was brought by 
debenture stock holders to enforce their security. The defendants, 
Stirling and Jones, were the trustees for the stock-holders, and 
Parr's Bank were second encumbrancers, they holding a debenture 
for £30,000 ranking after the debenture stock. Stirling and Jones 
consented to judgment, and во did the bank, but the company had 
not put in & defence. The debenture stock, to the amount of 
£100,000, was issued in November, 1901. The security had not yet 
become enforceable, and no interest was in arrear, but the company 
was insolvent and unable to pay its debts. 

His LokpsRH made a declaration that the trusts of the debenture 
Stock deed should be carried into effect, and directed the usual 
accounts and inquiries to be taken. 


NATIONAL. TELEPHONE Co. v. PHELPS. 


IN the Chancery Division of the High Court on Friday last the 
case of the National Telephone Co. v. Phelps was mentioned to Mr. 
Justice Farwell. 

Mr. Оргонн, K.O., said an injunction was granted cr parte, to be 
continued till that day, and it was proposed that it should be con- 
tinued till the trial. In this case Mr. Phelps claimed the right to 
disconnect the cable of the National Telephone Co. which served 
some 66 subscribers, so that if that were done considerable public 
inconvenience might arise. : 

Mr. Jmnxins, K.O., said the point between his learned friend and 
him had been quite clearly defined, and he suggested that the case 
should be put in the witnesslist. 'The only issue was whether the 
plaintiffs were entitled to maintain a certain cable and any 
apparatus that might be connected therewith upon certain premises 
in Southampton Row. 

The case was ordered to ba set down in the witness list. 


HALLET v. GaALwaY ELECTRIC Co. 


THis was a claim for £500 for damages, also an injunction to sup- 
press a nuisance alleged to be caused by the defendants through the 
working, day and night, of two vertical turbines for the generation 
of current. It was heard at Dublin before the Master of the Rolls. 
Plaintiffs had been compelled to sbandon their house because of 
the nuisance. After the case had been proceeding for two days 
defendants agreed to the injunction, but a stay was put upon it 
until March 13th, to enable tne defendants to abate the nuisance 
complained of. 


A Westinghouse Rumour.—The Financial Times of 
December 4th published the following, on the authority of its 
Manchester Correspondent:—''There is some uneasiness amongst 
local investors in the British Westinghouse Eleciric and Mana- 
facturing Co., Ltd., at the delay in issuing the report for the 12 
months ended July 31st last, generally issued in November, and also 
at the non-declaration of the half-year'a dividend to that date on the 
6 per cent. preference shares. This dividend was paid last year on 
December 30th. Since the last annual report £1,000,000 of pre- 
ference shares have been issued at & premium of 10s. per share, one- 
half on December 15th, 1902, and the balance on June 4th last, the 
latter ranking for dividend pari passu with the thea existing pre- 
ference. In consequence of the present delay there have been a 
number of unfavourable rumours on the market in Manchester, and 
the buying price has fallen about £1 within a month. The company 
has big important electrical contracts in hand, but has often to give 
long credits." 


Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association.— 
The address of the secretary, Mr. C. MeArthur Butler, has been 
changed to Staple;Inn Buildings (South), Holborn, М.С, 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WremEEK ENDING Dec. 9TH, 1902. | Waux ширма Dec. 8TH, 1903. 


Alexandria .. sa .. Value £192 Adelaide . Value £16 
Amsterdam. ee ss we 30 Alexandria .. oe eo ee 54 
Auckland. Ча in e 10 Amsterdam .. ps vs 207 
Beira. Teleg. mat. — ..  .. 249 Bombay. Teleg. mat. .. 125,360 
Bombay У "E ae ee 211 Brisbane  .. os - . 1:8 
Brisbane * as га 79 i Teleph. mat. .. „ 650 
Buenos Ayres ХА sx s.s DUM Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. 1,786 
Calcutta  .. M s. se 177 b Teleph. mat.. 250 
Cape Town T vs ee ͤ 171 Caloutta à js ee 538 
Cbannel Islands. ae a 31 ji Teleg. mat. 660 
Cologne кз ws is .. 180 Cape Town.. € ate 2.001 
Colombo. Teleg. mat. eS 64 $ Teleg. mat. =e 20 
Copenhagen Se EM .. 150 Colombo  .. ee - ee 24 
Demerara .. 5 8 30 Copenhagen ге is . 104 
Durban Ms 5f is ee 1,216 Delagoa Bay. Teleg. mat. ee 1,003 
3s Teleg. mat. .. .. 6,371 Durban m t > ee 782 
East London vs s s 42 Уз Teleg. mat e. 167 
Fremantle .. e 8 .. 868 East London E s .. 1,047 
Gibraltar. тә ав 100 Fremantle .. 5 e ee 180 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... Hong Kong .. v Vd .. 188 
Hong Hong.. vè Sie ee 27 ре Teleg. mat... is 56 
Kobe ee ee ее ee ee 210 Lisbon ee ee ee eo 25 
Melbourne .. ws gis . . 672 ўз Teleph. mat. .. ә 56 
Nagasaki. Deep-sea cable . . 4,077 Melbourne. Elec. tramway mat. 1,812 
5 Elec. motors .. 936 Montreal .. ә vs 16 
New York .. as wis sis 80 Odessa a ee T .. 241 
Ostend oe ee ee ee 30 Para ee ee ee ee es 11 
Perth ©З vx éi ie 50 »  Teleg.cable.. € .. 0,803 
Port Elizabeth  .. $5 xw 3812 Perth.. ss > x .. 855 
Port Louis és aw " 49 Port Elizabeth  .. РУ ee 182 
Port Said “> T - 29 Bt. Petersburg. Teleg. wire .. 830 
Rosario ee РЕР ё% ee 78 Shanghai ee ee eo oo 95 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. wire. 33 Bydney = е - .. 276 
Shanghai .. e» 2 .. 378 ЧА Teleg. mat. d .. 202 
Singapore ee aF Ба 24 Vigo. Teleg. cable ve x 30 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire . 185 Wellington ae oe = 93 
Sydney ae в s . 105 Yokohama .. xx 9 . 106 
"e Teleg. cable .. .. 192 T Teleg. wire .. eo 508 
Toronto Ws E ie si 63 Zanzibar. Teleg. mat... oe va 

Valparaiso .. 5 oe z3 70 

Wellington . 138 

Yokohama .. ds eo .. 842 
Total . £18,484 To al eo £144,724 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Elec.apprts. Value £15 | 


Australian Patents.— Messrs. W. P. Thompson & Co. 
writes :—“It will be of interest to your readers to know that the 
Parliament of Federated Australia has passed a Patent Act to cover 
the six States forming the Commonwealth, namely, New South 
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, West Australia, and 
Tasmania. New Zealand is excepted. 

“The Bill, which was introduced into the Australian Senate and 


received its first reading on June 26th, has now been assented to, 


and the commencement is to be fixed hereafter by proclamation. 
The Act follows in general the British Act, but modifications are 
numerous and important. 

“The principal provisions may be summed up as follows :— 
Patents to be granted for 14 years to cover the six States com- 
prising the Commonwealth ; examination as to novelty to be made 
to a limited extent; actual working of the invention within the 
Commonwealth is not necessary; compulsory licenses may be 
granted after two years to any person proving that the reasonable 
requirements of the public have not been satisfied; applications for 
patents may be filed by the inventor or his assignee, by the repre- 
sentative of a deceased inventor or assignee, or by a communicatee ; 
additional patents are provided for at half fees ; a patent is valid 
as to all good claims, notwithstanding that it may contain one or 
more invalid claims; power is given to apply the provisions of the 
International Convention, period of priority to be 12 months, to 
accord with the additional Act of Brussels. Existing State or 
Colonial patents may be converted into Commonwealth privileges 
for the unexpired period; but if the invention is not novel, has 
been published, or has been made the subject of a pending appli- 


cation in any State other than the State in which the existing patent 


was granted, then any such State may be excepted. 

" [t is rumoured that the new Act may take effect as early a8 next 
month, and if, therefore, holders of patents in one or more of the 
existing States or Colonies desire their patents extended so as to 
cover the remaining territory of the federation, it will be wise to 
take advantage of this provision at the earliest possible moment. 

The cost of a patent under this new Act to cover the six States 
comprising tbe Commonwealth will be about one-sixth of the cost 
of taking out patents at the present time to cover the same area. 
There is, however, а fee of £5 payable before the actual issue of 
the patent, and a renewal fee of £5 before the expiration of the 
seventh year. 

“The laws as to trademarks, designs and copyrights are in no wise 
altered, and it is still necessary, aud will be for some time, to take 
independent steps in each State for their protection." 


Are Lighting at Batley.—We learn that the Gilbert 
Arc Lamp Co., Ltd., have, as sub-contractors to Messrs. Callender's 
Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., designed and supplied the arc 
lighting equipment for Batley, Yorks. An interesting feature is the 
use of the Gilbert Co.’s raising and lowering gear on the tramway 
poles, for which special boxes and winches had to be designed. 
The steel cord is carried up the outside of the post in 3/8 pipe from 
the combined winch and gear-box ‘vhich allows for the necessary 
lateral motion of the cord, and the whole has been so contrived that 
it is quite neat and unobtrusive. Messrs. Lacey & Sillar are the 
consulting engineers. 


Trade Announcements.—An agreement has been m ae 
between Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden, and the Societa 
Anonima Tecnomasio Italiano Cabella, and the latter has now 
assumed the title of Tecnomasio Italiano Brown-Boveri.” The 
company will construct dynamo-electric machines and accessories 
under the Brown-Boveri systems, whose technical men will person- 
ally direct and supervise things. The Italian firm of Brown, 
Boveri & Co. ceases to exist, and the Tecnomasio Co. becomes the 
general agent for the Swiss firm in Italy, the Levant, &c., its chief 
address being vid Principe Umberto, 27, Milan. 

Owing to increased business Mr. Douglas Wells, M.LE.E., has 
removed to No. 10, Rue de la Pépiniére (Brussels), where he will 
keep a stock of electrical stores for immediate delivery. 

Mr. James Melling, of Dashwood House, New Broad Street, E.C., 
has been appointed the sole representative of Messrs. Mitchell and 
Sons, Ltd., of Bolton, who possess very large stocks of second-hand 
machinery and plant. 

Messrs. Plutte, Scheele & Co., of 18 and 19, Queenhithe, E.C., 
have been appointed agents for the United Kingdom for the firm 
of Messrs. Schmahl & Schulz, of Barmen, manufacturers of electric 
light accessories. They will send catalogues on application. 

The address of the British Electric Calibrated Fuses, Ltd., has 
been altered from 118, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., to 137, Fen- 
church Street, E.C. 

The telephone number of the Hart Accumulator Co., of Stratford, 
will next Monday be altered to No. 823 East. 


Books Received.— “ Fowler's Electrical Engineers 
Year Book and Directory of Light, Power and Traction Stations, 
1904.” Manchester: The Scientific Publishing Co. 1e. 6d. net. 

“ Australian Commonwealth Patents Act, 1903." Adelaide: F. H. 
Snow. | 

"Transactions of the American  Electro-Chemical Society,” 
Vol. IV. Philadelphia: The Society. 1903. 

“ Electric Traction," by J. H. Rider. London: Whittaker & Co. 
10s. 6d. net. 

“Modern Electric Practice.” Vol. Т. Edited by Magnus 
MacLean. Complete in 6 vols. London: The Gresham Publishing 
Co. 9s. net. 


Electric Time Stamp.— An ingenious improvement in 
chronometric time stamps has just been patented by Mr. Egon Burda, 
of 92, Elgin Crescent, London, W. By meansof this instrument, the 
time of day, correct to one minute, the day of the month, the year, 
and whatever other data it is desired to record, are automatically 
registered and impressed on letters and other documents. The 
device consists of a box or case containing the mechanism which 
changes the relative positions of the type-wheels, together with an 
electro-magnet which provides the necessary motive power to 
actuate the mechanism. A controlling watch is mounted in a knob 
above the case, and is automatically wound up once every minute; 
a dial at the side shows the day of the month, the hour and minate 
for which the etamp is set at any moment. The type-wheels which 
indicate the month and year are set by hand, as these only occasion- 
ally require alteration. A self-acting inking roller and pad are 
provided. On depressing a plunger by means of the knob aforesaid, 
the type-wheels are inked and the type impressed upon the paper 
to be stamped. 

In a modification of the apparatus, a tape or ribbonis automatically 
fed throngh it, and the time stamp is impressed thereon by closing 
the electrical circuit from a distance, as, for example, when a night 
watchman is making his rounds. 

The device is worked out in detail with great ingenuity ; provision 
is made for setting and adjusting the wheels for ensuring their 
alignment, &c., and a very small battery or other source of electrical 
energy suffices to energise the mechanism. The dial serves as both 
clock and calendar. Where several such apparatus are in use, they 
may all be controlled from a central standard clock, as in post 
offices, banks and similar business houses, for which they are 
particularly suitable. 


German Electrical Machinery Trade.—The German 
Customs returns for the nine months ending with September last 
show that during that period the imports of electrica! machinery 
into the country only amounted to 662 tons, a8 compared with 1,092 
tons in the corresponding nine months of 1902. On the other hand, 
the exports of electrical machinery from Germany during the first 
nine montbs of the year reached a total of 9,695 tons, which con- 
trasta with 9,656 tons in the corresponding period of last year. 


American Electrical Exports.—So far this year there 
has been an increase in the exports of electrical fittings and acces- 
sories from the United States, the returns for the nine months 
ending with September last showing a total of £714,208, as con- 
trasted with only £614,820 in the corresponding period of last year. 
On the other hand, there has been a decrease in the exports of elec- 
trical machinery from the United States from £879,830 in the first 
nine months of 1902 to £775,018 in the nine months ending with 
September last. 

Workers’ Safety.—Mr. Heathman, of Parson’s Green, 
London, S.W., the well-known ladder maker, has produced a safety 
waist-belt for the ladder man. It is fitted with a large snap hook 
to go over the rung of any ladder, and is adjustable to enable a 
man to have great freedom of movement in all directions as well as 
to turn right round if he is upon a platform and wishes to put his 
back towards the iadder. 


A Johannesburg Contract.—Messre. A. W. Penrose 
and Co., of 109, Farringdon Road, E.C., have secured the entire 
order for generating plant, including engine, dynamos, &c., and 
also for two passenger and one goods lift, for the new buildings of 
Messrs. Harvey, Greenacre & Co., of Johannesburg. 
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Bankruptcy Proceedings.—The creditors of George 
Neale, electrician, 2, Fulham Palace Road, S.W., lately trading 
with John Carnaby as the South-Western Electrical Contracting 
and Maintenance Co., met last week at the London Bankruptcy 
Court before Mr. @. W. Chapman, Official Receiver. The debtor 
states that he commenced business at Wimbledon in March, 1900, 
and traded as Neale & Croft until August, 1900. He had no 
partner, but Mr. Croft assisted him financially. After closing that 
business, he entered into partnership with Mr. 8. R. Gardner, and 
they traded at 802, Fulham Road as Ryland & Neale, Mr. Gardner 
providing the necessary capital from time to time. That partner- 
ship lasted until January 11th, 1902, when they quarrelled, and 
parted on terms by which he (debtor) had to pay Mr. 
Gardner £300. Upon looking into the matter further, he 
disagreed with the figures, and on that ground he had paid 
no part of the £300. He subsequently continued the business 
alone under the style of the South-Western Electrical Oontracting 
Co., until September, 1902, when he was joined by Mr. Oarnaby, 
who brought in £500. They traded at 2, Palace Terrace, Fulham, 
until August 1st last, when the business was assigned to a company, 
which was formed to take it over. He (debtor) received £50 cash, 
£350 preference and £500 ordinary shares, and was retained to 
manage the company at a salary of £200 a year. In January, 1903, 
before the company was started, he and Mr. Carnaby entered into 
an arrangement to open & new business as dealers in motor-cars and 
accessories. "They purchased & Panhard and three motor-wagonettes 
with a view to getting them licensed as public conveyances. That 
business was not assigned to the company, but was to be carried on 
as the South-Western Motor Co. He attributes his failure to Mr. 
Carnaby’s refusal to carry out his promise to meet the bills given for 
the motor-wagonettes, and to share the expense of putting the same on 
the road. No accounts had been filed by the debtor, who esti- 
mated his liabilities at £500 undisputed, and £500 for disputed 
claims. The assets consist of a book debt for £159, regarded as of 
doub*ful value, and 10 shares in the ‘South-Western Electrical Co. 
In the absence of any offer the case was left in the hands of the 
Oficial Receiver to be wound up in bankruptcy, the debtor’s public 
examination being fixed for January 15th next. | 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—The British Fuel 
Economiser and Smoke Preventer, Ltd., is winding-up voluntarily, 
with Mr. R. G. Orr, 12, Great Dover Street, S. E., as liquidator. 

The Electrophone, Ltd., is winding-up voluntarily. Messrs. A. 
Anns, Telephone House, Victoria Embankment, E.C., and H. S. J. 
Booth, 36, Gerrard Street, W., are liquidators. 

Messra. С. D. Falcke and P. West (Birmingham Electrical 
Fittings Co., 113, Coleshill Street, Birmingham) have dissolved 
partnership. 

Notice is given of release of liquidator in re Beaman & Deas, Ltd. 

A meeting of the Standard Electro-Galvanising Co., Ltd., will 
be held at Birmingham on January 11th, to hear an account of the 
winding-up from Mr. C. E. Field, the liquidator. 

Messrs. 8. Appleyard and T. Stather (Appleyard & Stather, 


electrical engineers, Hull) have dissolved partnership. Mr. Stather 
will attend to debts. 


Fire.—The telephone works of the British L. M. Ericsson 
Manufacturing Co., at Beeston, Nottingham, were partly destroyed 
by fire on the 3rd inst. We understand that though considerable 
damage was done, work will be resumed in a short time. In the 
interval the company are in the fortunate position of holding sufti- 
cient stock to enable them to continue deliveries as usual. 


Boston.—We understand that new works for the manu- 


facture of induction coils for ignition purposes in connection with 
motor-cars are about to be established at Boston (Lincs.) 


Catalogues and Lists.—Mxssns. MATHER & PLATT, 
LTpD., have sent us а copy of the third edition of their two-cycle 
gas engine catalogue. Photographic views are given of their 500- 
B.H P. and 700-в н.р. single-cylinder Körting engines, the 700 11 P. 
size having been at work successfully for some time with producer 
Ens at a large chemical works, and it is stated that engines are in 
course of construction developing up to 2,000 B. H P. Another 
catalogue received from the same firm, is the second edition of its 
liit of D-type dynamos; it includes particulars of a range of 12 
machines for smaller outputs than those listed in the firm's multi- 
polar dynamo catalogue. The three smallest sizes are of the two- 
pole type, the others being four polars, the Kw. capacity ranging 
from 1 to 2 up to 63 kw. for 110 volts, and up to 84 kw. for 220 
volts; the 440-volt machines are from 11 to 84 xw., and the 550. 
volt from 124 to 75 xw. Dimension drawings and tabulated 
weights and dimensions are included. 

Messrs. EsTLER Bros., of Laurence Pountney Lane, E.C., have 
issued two new pamphlets. One gives a description of Harvey's 
patent automatic electric tramway signal. The other details, with 
illustrations, the Imperial rail joint (Scheing & Hoffmann's patent). 

The Hyatt RoLLER BEARING Co., of Harrison, N.J., have sent us 
a copy of their bulletin No. 20, showing a number of applications 
which have been commercially made of the Hyatt roller bearings 
for conditions involving beavy duty at slow speed. Many excellent 
illustrations are given showing these various adaptationa. 

Messrs. E. F. Moy, Lr», of Camden Town, N.W., bave brought 
out a list of their type No. 76 supply companies' fuses, for pressures 
up to 250 volta. 

Catalogue P.C.," issued by Messrs JOHNSON & PRILLI PS, of Old 
Charlton, gives prices and details of low- tension“ Manilla” paper- 


insulated, lead-covered and armoured cables and twin house-wiring 
cables. 


Messrs. Hans Rxxorp, LTD., of Progress Works, Manchester 
have sent us a copy of their new general catalogue No. 100. It deals 
with the four principal types of driving chains manufactured by the 
firm, and gives various illustrations of typical transmissions. 

Тнк Epison & Swan UNITED ELECTRIC LIGHT Co., Lrp., have 
issued four November leafleta. No. I 2 018 comprises a new line of 
small portable ammeters and voltmeters for etationary and portable 
accumulators, which are also specially suitable for motor-car 
batteries. The larger ones are made in round and square cases, the 
former being of polished brass, the latter of cast aluminium. The 
terminals have a special device, which makes it impossible for the 
milled nuts to come off. A watch type of voltmeter, with flexible 
cord and two contacts is also listed; this is also suitable for ignition 
cells &с. It is put up in a gun-metal case, with silvered dial. All 
these instruments are made at the company's works at Ponder's End. 
No. H 2,019 describes the “ Liliput " arc lamp, with acceseories. It 
has been a frequent complaint of users of electric glow radiators 
that they could not obtain spare lamps. The Ediswan" Co., in 
No. L 2,021, illustrate the new and improved “ Royal Ediswan ” 
radiator lamp. An oval window has been introduced into the 
obscured glass through which the filaments can be inspected. In 
addition, an improved and ventilated flanged cap is provided and 
secured by extra hard cement ; this ensures better fixing of the cap. 
The filaments are prepared by a special process, giving increased 
strength. In order to avoid the necessity of having so many 
“points " in such places as offices, factories, &c., where appearance is 
nota sine gud non, the Ediswan" Co. introduced their three- plate 
pattern H.V. ceiling rose, by means of which two or more flexible 
pendants may be controlled by more than one switch. The special 
porcelain bridge separates the terminals from each other, and secures 
immunity from short-circuit, whilst relieving the terminals from all 
strain. This device is detailed in their list No. A 2,022. 

Messrs. J. H. Ногмев & Co., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, have issued 
a revised catalogue of their Lundell and Castle electric motors. 
Many first-class pictures show some of the applications of the 
motors for driving different classes of machinery. Among the other 
illustrations is a sectional view showing very clearly the con- 
struction of the two-pole motor. A number of efficiency curves 
are given, also directions for the motor attendant, and for 
operating motor-starting switch with the automatic release. The 
Holmes-Clatworthy system for driving printing machines is 
explained, and a list of newspaper offices using this class of equip- 
ment given. We understand that a new feature of the Lundell two- 
pole single fleld-coil type of motor is the extension upwards of the 
commutator and casing to form a protection to the terminal blocks, 
which are thus completely encloeed. The multipolar Castle 
machines, which are barticularised in the catalogue, are a new series 
of motors which Messrs. Holmes have just put on the market. 

Messrs. FALE, STADELMANN & Co, have issued their 1904 cata- 
logue of telephones and telephone parts and accessories. It con- 
tains woodcuts and prices of a variety of receivers, transmitters, 
hand-combination micro-telephones, battery ringing stations, 
magneto ditto, magneto-generators for testing, central stations for 
reply and call, intercommunication scts for battery or magneto, 
switchboards for exchange use, the Logophone” domestic instru- 
ment, and many bells, batteries and sundries for telephone service. 


The last 10 pages of the catalogue are devoted to diagrams of con- 
nections. 


Cricket Club Dinner, — The annual dinner of the 
Drake & Gorbam, Ltd., Cricket Club, was held at the Falstaff 
Restaurant, on the 2nd inst., nearly 100 being present. The chair 
was taken by Mr. Bernard Drake, Mr. Gorham and Mr. М. G. Drake 
also being present. The hon. secretary and treasurer, Mr. H. Been- 
ham, reported that 22 matches had been played, of which 8 had 
been won, 2 drawn, 5 lost, and 7 abandoned owing to the wet reason ; 
also that the club was in a satisfactory financial position with a con- 
siderable carry forward to next year. The secretary of the company, 
in proposing the toast of Success to Drake & Gorham, Ltd.,” said 
it should be a matter for gratification to all concerned that, in spite 
of the general depression, last year's turaover was in excess of that 
of any previous year in their record. The chairman, in reply, stated 
that although the managing directors organised to the best of their 
ability, the final result must rest with the men themselves. Mr. 
Hamilton, the manager of the Manchester office, in proposing a vote 
of thanks to the chairman, said that it was his main object to further 
friendly relationg between the head officeand the branches. A 
number of songs and recitations were well received, and & most 
enjoyable evening was spent. 


For Sale,—Certain gas engines and electrical plant at 
the premises of the Don Clothing Co., in Holborn Viaduct, are to 


be offered for sale by auction on December 17th by Messrs. Tomlin 
and Co. 


Eastbourne.—A five days’ electrical exhibition was held 
last week by the T.C. at the Town Hall. Local firms were responsible 
for a number of the stalls. The Finsen light cure was exhibited. 
The Electricity Department displayed motors, &, and incandescent 
lamp manufacturing was carried on by the Robertson Lamp Worka. 
The exhibition was opened by the Mayor. 

The E.L. Committee of the Corporation is now considering the 
advisability of extending the mains to the village of Willingdon, 
outside the borough. If this extension is decided upon, the price 
of energy will be reduced from 64d. to 54d. per unit. 

А L. G. B. inquiry was recently held into an application by the 
T.C. to borrow £10,000 for electric lighting extensions. There was 
no opposition, 
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BURTON ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND TRAMWAYS. 


WHATEVER may be the state of trade in other towns, there Committee. The engine room is of plain but substantial 
can be no doubt that Вогіоп—“ where the beer comes design, with brick walls and a lantern roof; it is lighted 
from"—has no complaint to make. The town is a hive both from the side and by sky-lights. The original installa- 
of industry, unique | tion consisted of 
in respect of the | three 75-Kw. Fow- 
suitability for brew- lr alternators, 
ing ale of the water rope-driven by hori- 
pumped up from " - zontal compound 
deep wells in various | , “Л у Am — f ©; engines, also of 
partsof the district ; мше Mesers. J. Fowler 
it is also remark- and Co.’s make; and 
able for the extra- generating single- 
ordinary number of phase current at 
level crossings 2,000 volte, 75 
which are met with cycles per second. 
in all quarters of These were very 
the town, leading good machines, 
to the respective easily capable of 
breweries. The standing 50 per 
population numbers cent. overload 
52,000. and even dead 


The municipality short - circuits; 
has poseessed an they were of the 
electric lighting revolving field 


ET Ex 


Laram SINGLE-PHASE GENERATING 8878. 


installation since 1894 ; this was laid down by Mr. F. L. type, with 20 poles, and ran at 450 revolutions per 

Ramsden, the manager of the gasworks, and until recently ^ minute. The exciters were driven by ropes from the alter- 

the undertaking remained under the control of the Gas nator shafts. The engines ran at 93 revolutions per minute, 
F 
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and were provided with automatic expansion valve-gear on 
both cylinders. Two of the sets are still in daily use, the 
third having been removed to make room for a larger set. 
Before this took place, a 240-Kw. alternator of the same 
make was installed in 1899, direct-coupled to a Fowler 
horizontal compound engine, running at 125 revolutions per 
minute. This engine is equipped with piston valves and 
with automatic expansion valve-gear on both cylinders, 
consisting of a piston valve sliding inside the main valve. 
The governor is of the Marshall type, driven by a 
Renolds chain. The alternator is similar to the smaller 
ones, the fly-wheel magnet carrying 72 poles. The exciter 
is driven by ropes from the main shaft. 

Further extensions soon became necessary, and in 1901 
one of the small sets was removed to make room for a 
400-KW. direct-coupled set. This is shown in one of 
our views, and consists of a Brown-Boveri alternator driven 
by an Alley & MacLellan vertical three-crank tandem com- 


five-panel switchboard for the exciters is fixed, and in front 
of the main board is a bank of rheostats for regulating the 
excitation of the alternators. The a.c. board is provided 
with two sets of bus-bars, and any feeder or generator can be 
plugged on either of these. 

The newest plant is that which has been installed for working 
the tramways, and consists of three British Thomson-Honston 
dynamos of 100 Kw. each, driven by Willans engines. The 
generators are of the six-pole type, compound wound for 
500—550 volts, and run at 450 revolutions per minute. 
The engines are three-crank compound, with automatic 
expansion gear. Steam is supplied to them by a separate 
ring main direct from the boiler house, and a central jet con- 
densing plant is provided for all three, consisting of a three- 
throw Edwards air pump, made by Messrs. Yates & Thom, 
geared to a 22-H.P. Johnson-Lundell motor. 

The main switchboard belonging to these sets, supplied 
by the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., who were con- 


— 


VIEW OF TRACTION GENERATORS. 


pound engine at 300 revolutions per minute. The alter- 
nator is, like the rest, of the fly-wheel magnet type, the fly- 
wheel web consisting of a disc, cast in one piece with a ring, 
to which 30 magnet poles are bolted. The exciter is a 
four-pole dynamo, with its armature carried on the end of 
the main shaft. The stationary armature, which is of the 
usual slotted type, is divided on the horizontal diameter. 
The engine is of Messrs. Alley & MacLellan's standard 
single-acting type, with cylinders 15 and 25 in. in diameter, 
12 in. stroke. "This set was supplied by Messrs. Geipel and 
Lange, of Westminster. The two large sets are provided 
with jet condensers, each driving its own air pumps; 
in the case of the Fowler engine, this is effected by 
a tail rod, while the Alley & MacLellan engine drives an 
Edwards pump by gearing from the crankshaft. 

The a.c. switchgear is of the Fowler plug pattern, and 
consists of four generator panels, two feeder panels, and a 
voltmeter and synchronising panel. By the side of it a 


tractors for the whole of the traction generating plant, 
stands in front of them, and consists of 10 panels of black 
enamelled slate. These provide for six feeders, three 
generators, and the Board of Trade instruments; they are 
equipped with automatic circuit-breakers, ammeters, and the 
necessary switches. Two bracket voltmeters are fixed at 
the end of the board, and three main watt-hour meters are 
provided. 

The engine room is traversed by a 10-ton crane. One end 
of the room is closed with corrugated iron, to facilitate future 
extensions. Water for feed and condensing is derived from 
the River Trent, which is close at hand, by means of two 
pipes 9 in. and 24 in. in diameter, leading to a sump close 
by the buildings ; itis of a very hard character, and though 
softened by soda-ash, causes large deposits to accumulate 
in the boilers. 

The boiler house contains six Lancashire boilers, working 
at a pressure of 165 lbs. per sq. in.; three of these were 


= 
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made by Messrs. Yates & Thom, measuring 26 ft. x 8 ft. The number of consumers is now over 300, with the 
diameter, while the other three, by Messrs, Tinkers, measure equivalent of about 24,000 8-c.P. lamps connected, showing 


26 ft. x 8 ft. 6 in. Hopkinson fittings 
are used throughout. All the boilers ~ 


are fitted with Perrott patent water- АУ 0^0 
jacketed furnaces, and a system of MM oro UN y £ i 
forced draught, installed by Messrs. 1 ‹ std S] ИА 


Bryan Donkin & Co., the draught being 
produced by a Sirocco fan on top of the 
boilers, driven by one or other of two 
small steam engines. The two chimney 
shafts are consequently comparatively 
short, one being 90 ft. high and 5 ft. 
6 in. in diameter inside, while the 
other is 75 ft. high. 

Two Green economisers are provided, 
of 156 and 192 tubes, with scrapers 
driven respectively by a steam engine 
and a B.T.H. motor. There are two 
Pearn and two Bailey duplex feed 
pumps, and three Berryman feed-water 
heaters which receive the exhaust steam 
from the small sete. For boiler feeding, 
water is pumped up into a tank over 
the boiler house, 16 ft. х 11 ft. x 4 ft, 
6 їп. deep. 

Fuel costs ought to be very low at 
Burton ; during light loads, by the aid 
of the forced draught, the refuse from 
the adjoining gas works is burnt, and 
as this has no market value, it costs 

| nothing. It is mixed with 25 or 80 per 
cent. of slack, costing 5s. 9d, per ton. 

| The distribution of current for 
lighting is carried out with concentric 
lead-covered cables supplied by the 
British Insulated & Helsby Cables Co., 
Ltd., with the outer earthed; some of 
this is laid on the solid system, the 
rest being drawn into iron pipes and 
Albion earthenware conduits. The 
pressure is reduced to 100 volts by trans- 
formers in tanks under the street; some 
house transformers are used, where low- 
pressure distributors have not been 


laid. In the out-lying districts the Твлст1он SWITCHBOARD, 


supply is at 200 volts. The firat mains 
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laid were single, rubber-insulated, in iron pipes; these have an increase in 12 months of 25 per cent. Not much has 
given some trouble, and are being gradually replaced. In been done with motors in the past, but this is rapidly 
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TRENT BRI ůlůdR, SHOWING TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION (AND TELEGRAPH POLES). 


changing; motors of 
60 H.P. are now con- 
nected, and inquiries 
representing over 100 
Н.Р. are in hand, with 
good prospects of adop- 
tion. Nearly all the 
single - phase motors 
used are of the Lang- 
don-Daviesmake. The 
brewers are naturally 
good customers for 
lighting, and it is 
hoped that power will 
soon be supplied to 
them also. There is 
no street lighting, but 
experiments are in 
progress with a view 
to inducing the 
authorities to have arc 
lamps suspended for 
the tramway standards, 
some of which have 
been provided with 
wide bases to hold the 
switch gear. The 
charges are, for light- 
ing, 6d. and 3d., on 
the maximum demand 


new work the transformers are to be installed in kiosks above system, and for power, 3d. and 1d., or a sliding scale from 
the ground level. 2d. to 1]d., depending on the consumption. The total 
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lighting capacity of the works is 790 Kw., and the maxi- i 


mum load last year was 318 KW. 


і5 The tramway scheme was taken in hand in 1900, when 


Mr. J. E. Waller, 
of Messrs. Kincaid, 
Waller, Manville 
and Dawson was 
appointed con- 
sulting engineer. 
The late Alderman 
Lowe, chairman of 
the Tramways Com- 
mittee, put forth 
great efforts in pro- 
moting the scheme, 
and has & worthy 
and energetic suc- 
cessor in Mr.. 
Councillor J. 8. 
Rowland. Council- 
lor T. E. Lowe is 
vice-chairman of 
the Tramways Com- 
mittee and chair- 
man of the Lighting 
Committee, of 
which Councillor 
С. A. Tresise is vice- 
chairman. The 
adoption of the 
tramway scheme 
led to the separa- 
tion of the elec- 
tricity and gas 
undertakings, and to the appointment of Mr. P. J. Pringle, 


M.I.E.E., as borough electrical engineer and tramways 


manager, with Mr, G. F. L. Alexander as chief assistant. 


* 
1 Hornington to Branstone 


LJ 
2 mis. 7 fur. 24 chains | ШЕ > 
S'apenhill! to Wellington Strect 2, 2 . 595 у 
Umshill = 8 » И {ХА 445 " 


Lines of extension for which powors 
have been obtained marked =»=».-- 


\ 


МАР or Burton TRAMWAYS. 


Other members of the staff are Messrs. W. E. Few, 
T. Hall, and S. Mellor. 

The tramway system is shown on the map annexed, com- 
prising a total route mileage of 54 miles, and of single track 
84 miles; the powers obtained include the construction of 


CAR ON BEARWOOD HILL. 


20 miles of single track, the whole being estimated to cost 
£80,000. 
The system was opened on the August Bank Holiday, 
by the Mayor of 
— Burton, and imme- 
“| diately became 
US popular, the average 
number of passen- 
gers carried weekly 
during the first 
three months’ 
working bein 
nearly 90,000. The 
receipts per car-mile 
have averaged 
11°9d., and the 
receipts per passen- 
ger l*lid. The 
question of Sunday 
running was hotly 
contested, and a 
plebiscite was taken, 
which resulted iu a 
victory of 33 to 1 
in favour. The 
three routes have a 
through fare of 
2d., with  over- 
lapping Id. fares, 
but from 5.30 to 8 
a.m., and 5 to 6.30 
p.m., the fare for 
any distance is 1d. 
The track was 
laid by Mr. Finnegan, of Northampton, with 90-lb. 
rails, to 3 ft. 6 in. gauge; double track was used where 


( 


SECTION OF RAIL AND JONT. 


Car DEPT. 


possible, and in many cases the streets were widened 
to facilitate this ; elsewhere single track was used, with turn- 
outs. The line over the Trent Bridge, of which we give an 
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illustration, is single, but is laid on one side of the road, so 
that when the bridge is widened in the near future, it will 
only be necessary to lay a second track, and the existing side 
poles will become centre poles. 

The feeder cables, together with the extension lighting 
mains, were laid by the British Insulated ond Helsby Cables 
Co., Ltd., as well as the above-ground switch pillars. The 
overhead work was done by Messrs. R. W. Blackwell & Co., 
mainly with side poles and brackets, but also with span 
wires and rosettes, &c. 

There are 20 cars, all of which were supplied and 
equipped by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd. These are of 
the double-deck type, capable of seating 43 passengera, and 
are provided with swivelling trolleys, Each car is driven by 
two motors of 25 H.P. each. The steepest grade—about 
1 in 12—occurs on Bearwood Hill Road, of which we give 
a view; five cars which run on this route are specially 
equipped with slipper brakes, and negotiate the hill in either 
direction with ease. 

The energy consumed by the tramways is expected to 
amount to half a million units per annum, and already the 
output for this purpose has had the effect of reducing the 
works costs to a marked extent, the output in October, 1902, 
being. 15,064 units, and in the same month this year 
73,793 units. 

An important scheme which has received Parliamentary 


BornLgmns Firrep wrrH Fogon Dp DravuGat FURNAOBRS. 


sanction is concerned with the construction of a light 
railway through the coal mining and pottery districts of 


Gresley, Swadlincote, Woodville, Moira and Newhall, which 
possess a total population of nearly 50,000. The line will 
connect with the tramways of Burton, which is the nearest 
large town, and mutual running powers will be exercised ; 
the combination will add largely to the traffic, as well as to 
the prestige of Burton. The light railway is being pro- 
moted by the Midland Railway Co., and is a noteworthy 
instance of enterprise on the part of that company. 

We should add that the construction of the tramways has 
been carried out under the joint supervision of Mr. J. E. 
Waller and Mr. G. T. Lynam, the borough surveyor of 
Burton. An attempt was made by local influence to secure 


the adoption of a surface contact system ; but the engineer 
naturally objected to this, and happily the proposal was 
frustrated. 

In conclusion, we wish to express our obligation to Mr. 
Р. J. Pringle for facilities to obtain photographs and parti- 
G. F. L. Alexander, 


culars of the installation, and to Mr. 


LERvEL CRossING IN HIGH STREET. 


his chief assistant, for his unremitting courtesy and invalu- 
able assistance in the preparation of this article. 


— — — 


UNDERGROUND CABLES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


From a Special Contributor at Johannesburg. 


THE great progress which has taken place in electrical work 
in South Africa since the end of the War can hardly be 
estimated. It would have been still more marked, especially 
in the Witwatersrand district, had it been possible for all the 
mines to rer ume work, and for the various new companies to 
start operations. 

One noticeable advance in this district advocated by the con- 
sulting engineers to the Johannesburg municipality, Messrs. 
Mordey & Dawbarn, was the decision to lay the cables for 
the new power plant, both high and low pressure, underground, 
and to subetitute a similar system for the original overhead 
mains. 

In a few years’ time Johannesburg will be able to boast 
of many miles of cable thus laid, instead of the present un- 
sightly overhead ones; in fact, a beginning has been made, 
and already there are nearly 15 miles laid. These are situated 


in Parktown, the pretty and aristocratic suburb, about a 


mile to the north of Johannesburg. 

In 1896 the Braamfontein Co. erected a small lighting 
station in the N.E. corner of Parktown, which now supplies 
nearly 50 consumers, but building has gone on apace, and 
the available power was quite inadequate, notwithstanding 
the addition of a set of accumulators. 

Parktown having lately been included in the Johannes- 


burg municipal area, the Town Council decided to buy up 
the plant of the Braamfontein Co. and supply current 
themselves, but their own central station was already taxed 
to its utmost capacity, so it was decided to erect a small 
temporary plant in Parktown iteelf, just large enough to 
supply all that area for a space of two or three years, 
until Messrs. Mordey &. Dawbarn have carried out the 
new scheme for the Council, who will then be in a posi- 
tion to supply from their new central station in town. This 
new scheme (as readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW are 
already fully aware, by reason of the detailed account of the 
Johannesburg scheme, which appeared in these columns on 
February 20th, 1908), includes traction, lighting and power 
supply. 

1 being decided to lay all the cables underground, tenders 
were invited, and the Telegraph Manufacturing Co. (Colonial) 
Ltd., representing the British Insulated and Helsby Cables, 
Ltd., secured the contract. 

The cables were ordered on April 3rd last,and 12 weeks 
later, the first drum of cable arrived in Parktown from 
Prescot ; and exactly 14 weeks from the day the order was 
given the first length of cable was laid—a splendid per- 
formance against time. | 

Meanwhile trenching had been started, and offered in 
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many places very rocky difficulties, and gelatine had to be 
used to blast the rock out, to obtain a sufficiently deep 
trench. 

The temporary power house is a pumping station in the 


Fia 1.—Visw or JOHANNESBURG РО ЕВ HOUSE. 
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Fia. 4.—LavisaG H.T. CABLES. 


S.W. corner of Parktown, where a 250-H. P. Babcock and 
Wilcox boiler has been erect:d, and a 125-Kw. two-phase 
50-period alternator coupled to a Parsons turbine is in course 
of erection, together with switchboard and all accessories. 
The generating voltage is to be 3,000. Messrs. Reunert and 
Lenz have this part of the contract. 

The H.T. cables are ‘06 concentric paper-insulation and 
lead-covered, laid on the solid system in earthenware 
troughs, filled in with pure coal-tar pitch, and protected 
by a layer of bricks, laid on whilst the pitch is still hot. 
The drums of H.T. cable are in 500-yard lengths, the trans- 
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Fic. 2.—ARRIVAL OF First DRUM. 


Fic. 5.—TRANSFORMER KIOSK. 


pressure is to be 400 volts across the outers, and 200 at the 
consumers’ terminals. 
The service cables are 02 concentric, rubber insulation, 


lead-covered and armoured, so that they can be laid in the 


Fic. 3 —A PUSH ALL TOGETHER 


Fic. 6.—A Bit or BLASTINd WOBK. 


ground on private property in comparative safety from the 
diligent spade of the *darky " gardener, to whom voltage 
and current do not appeal. 

There are six transformer kiosks, manufactured by the 
British Westinghouse Co., Ltd., of Manchester; they are 
made in two parts. The base, which is bolted on to a 
2 ft. 6 in. concrete foundation, is divided into two compart- 
ments containing the high and low pressure switchboards, 
each compartment being quite separate and having its own 
door ; the H.T. board consists of one panel only, with switch- 
gear and transformer fuses, but the L.T. has three panels, 


— 


DURBAN: VIEW OF PowEn STATION BUILDINGS AND CAR-SHED. 


former kiosks being about 1,000 yards apart. 
6,500 yards of H.T. cable will be laid. 

Тһе L. r. cables are also paper insulated, lead-covered 
and *05, 03, O5 triple-concentric, laid in trenches with a 
covering of sand and a layer of bricks as a protection. The 


In all, just 


forming three sides of the compartment. These panels are 
fitted up to connect up four separate L.T. fceders, the bus- 
bars at the back being connected to the transformers through 
a main switch and Wright's demand indicators. 

The illustrations at the top of this page will give our readers an 
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idea of cable laying with native labour, and the difficulties 
met with in trenching, the ground being extremely rocky. 
For these views we are indebted to Mr. G. K. Nowlan, of the 
B.I. & H. Cables, Ltd., who has charge of all the cable- 
laying, his varied experience, partly gained in other Colonies, 
standing him in good stead in this new Colony. 

We are also indebted to Mr. C. E. Wilson, the managing 
director of the Telegraph Manufacturing Oo., Ltd., of 


Johannesburg, for his kind assistance in the preparation of 
this article. 

In conclusion, we have the utmost confidence in the 
future of South Africa from an industrial point of view, 
and the immense possibilities of the use of electricity for 
every kind of work, will open up a field for home manufac- 
turers in the new Colonies, the schemes in hand at present 
representing several millions sterling. 


nn 


DURBAN (S. AFRICA) ELECTRIC LIGHT AND TRAMWAYS. 


From a Special Correspondent at Durban. 


DURBAN is the seaport of Natal, and excluding Delagoa Bay, 
which is not in British territory, it has one of the finest 
harbours in South Africa; it certainly offers better railway 
facilities for obtaining access to the mining centre of 
Johannesburg, than any other of the South African ports. Ite 
population two years ago was 28,796 whites, and 31,650 
blacks (natives, Indians, &c.), and like most colonial towns 
it is of large dimensions, ita area being 10 square miles. 

It will probably be surprising to those accustomed to 


Four 0. kw. 
Dick, Kerr trac- 
tion generators, 
driven by Yates 
and Tbom horl- 
zontal engines. 


of Wolverhampton, under the supervision of the present 
borough electrical engineer, Mr. T. Roberts, and to the 
specification of Mr. F. H. Hadfield, of Durban. 

Current was supplied by two trunk mains at 2,500 volts 
alternating, and at 62 cycles to a main sub-station in the 
centre of the town, whence feeders were run to other sub- 
stations, being transformed down to 100 and 200 volts to 
feed the various L.T. mains. 

The street lighting was supplied from the well-known type 


Three 850-kw, 
E.C.C. 


Dick, Kerr- 
Willans steam 
alternator — all 
for lighting 
supply. 


DouBBAN: INTERIOR OF PowzR HOUSE. 


English returns to know that the revenue of the borough of 
Durban for last year was no less than £275,000 from all 
sources. Its municipal debt is £1,500,000, and its rateable 
value £9,000,000, which may account for the confidence 
shown in England in the recently floated loan of £300,000. 
This sum was subscribed twice over, and it is to be partly de- 
voted to the new telephone undertaking, the telephones having 
lately been purchased from a company. It is scarcely 
surprising, therefore, with a town of this size and wealth, 
that electricity has proved of the utmost public service for 
both motive power and lighting where quick transport is 
necessary, and where no other public supply of illuminant is 
in use. This will be seen from the fact that 30 miles of 
single track for electric trams are either installed or in con- 
templation, and that approximately 2,000 consumers are 
taking current for motive power or lighting, in addition to 
about 200 street arc lamps and nearly 700 incandescent 
lamps. 

The present new combined power station is centrally 
situated, and close to the railway, from which there is a 
siding ; but before describing this station it will be as well 
to very briefly mention the old works and plant, which are still 
supplying a portion of the town for the time being. 

These works are situated at the Point, some two miles 
from the centre of the town, on which site the destructor 
and sewage works also existed. 

The plant was installed by the Electric Construction Co., 


of Thomson-Houston arc machines, Brockie-Pell arc lamps 
being used throughout. 

The demand for electric light gradually extended to the 
Bena, the residential portion of the town, which being a 
large scattered area was best dealt with by an overhead 
200-volt L.T. supply, н.т. underground mains being run to 
the various street transformer’, 

That the original plant and buildings were too small was 
soon evident, and it was none too soon that a change was 
made to the present works, for coincidently with the com- 
mencement of electric traction there was an abnormal increase 
in the demand for light, no fewer than 728 new connections 
having been made during the past year, to meet which large 
extensions, including new sub-stations and mains, had to 
be carried out. 

The following progress table is interesting, but it is only 
fair to state that there is no competition in the shape of 
gas :— 


Units sold 
Lamps for private 

Year applied for, lighting only, 
ending July. Applications. 8 c. v. per year. 
1898 inks e 196 9,920 113,236 
1899 357 17,182 226,705 
1900 563 26,306 339,196 
1901 902 40,830 512,760 
1902 1,207 51,789 688,506 
1903 2,000 83,757 1,107,265 


The power station buildings are of brick, and consist of 
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boiler and engine room, adjoining which are the usual test 
rooms, engineers’ offices and quarters, also stores and car 
sheds, leading from which there are the workshops, paint 


shop, &c. Ample room is left for extensions. The general. 


situation of the premises will be seen from one of our 
illustrations. Many difficulties had to be contended with 
in the erection of the buildings owing to the very marshy 
nature of the ground, and the fact that the boiler- 
room floor is only about 16 ft. above sea level. The 
boiler room is 180 
ft. long x 50 ft. 
wide, and at present 
there are four 250- 
H.P. Danks’s dry- 
bask return tubular 
boilera, 15 ft. long 
x 8 ft. 6 in. in 
diame:er, with two 
flues tapering from 
3 ft. 2 in. to 2 ft. 
9 in., and 74 4-in. 
tubes, with 38 sq. ft. 
grate area and 2,170 
sq. ft. heating sur- 
face. There are also 
four 220 nominal 
H.P. Babcock and 
Wilcox boilers, and 
there are about to 
be installed three 
Hornsby upright 
boilers of 730 Н.Р. 
each, fitted with 
superheaters. The 
boilers are fitted with 


The engine room is 180 ft. long and 50 ft. wide, spanned 
by a 10-ton hand- travelling crane; the floor of the room is 
level with the tops of the boilers, and the open condenser 
pit is about 11 ft. below and between the engines and 
boilers. The walls are finished with a glazed tiled dado 
at E height of 7 ft. from the floor, which is also suitably 
til 


There are four traction generators of 250 Kw. each, sup- 
plied by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., driven direct by cross- 
oompound  oonden- 
sing horizontal 
engines by Messrs. 
Yates & 'l'hom, and 
developing 450 нр. 
each, with 160 lbe. 
pressure, at a normal 
. speed of 100 revolu- 
tions per minute. 
These are shown 
both in our illus- 
tration of the gene- 
rating station, and in 
the adjoining view. 
The engines are 
fitted with Corliss 
trip gear on both H. 
and L.P. sides, con- 
trolled by a rope- 
driven governor, the 
L.P. side being also 
adjustable by hand, 
and the lubrication 
is effected by an oil 
pump driven from the 
engine shaft. The 


steam drums, low- DogBAN: TRACTION GENERATORS. fly-wheels are 18 ft. 


water alarms, non- 

return valves, and the usual fittings, the stoking being done by 
hand. Each boiler is connected toa common steam main run- 
ning the length of the boiler room, together with an auxiliary 
main, and pipes аге led through the wall to the engines, which 
are fitted with separators, and also to the condenser engines. 
There are two Weir steam feed-pumps, capable of supplying 
2,000 gallons of water per hour against a steam pressure of 160 
lbs. per sq. in., the supply of water being taken from dupli- 
cate town supply mains, or from a large storage tank of some 
50,000 gallons capacity, whence it is carried through pipes, 
running through the oil baths of the Willans engines to cool 


in diameter, and 

weigh 14 tons, and the length of stroke is 3 ft. 175 
The dynamos were built at the works of the English 
Electric Manufacturing Co.; they are of the multipolar 
direct-current external-field type, compound-wound, having 
eight poles, and generate current at from 500 to 550 volta. 
The armature is mounted on the main shaft of the 
engine, between the н. and L.P. sides; the coils, being 
laid in open slots on the periphery, are thus easily inter- 
changeable. The frame is of cast-iron, into which are 
cast the laminated pole-pieces, and the core is built up 
of steel laminations, spacing laminations being inserted 


n (d - 5 - : 
DURBAN: LIGHTING AND TRACTION SWITCHBOARDS. 


the same, into a smaller tank in theboiler room, then through 
the pumps to a Berryman feed heater, heated by the exhaust 
steam of the condenser engines, and finally through Rankine 
filters to the boilers. A Green economiser is also provided 
having 224 tubes, the scrapers for which are driven by a 1-н.р. 
D.C. motor. The chimney is 120 ft. high, built of steel plates, 
and linedthroughout with fire bricks, the diameter at the top 
being 9*6 ft. Two large Weir pumps are also being fixed, each 
with a capacity of 4,500 gallons of water per hour. 


to form ventilating ducts for cooling the interior of the core 
and the windings. 

The lighting plant consists of three 575-H.P. vertical con- 
densing engines of the well-known Willans type, and one of 
800 H.P., direct coupled to E.C.C. and Dick, Kerr alter- 
nators respectively of 350 and 500 кү. capacity, and 
provision is made for a set of 800 Kw. capacity of a similar 
design, which it is hoped to have erected by the end of the 
year. The engines run at 320 revolations per minute, the 
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adjustment of the governor being controlled from the 
switchboard by means of an electric motor attachment. 
There are three sets of jet condensers of the well-known 
Worthington “ Independent” type, with combined air and 
circulating steam pumps; these are connected to the exhaust 
main common to aii the engines, and work in conjunction with 
three Worthington cooling towers. Two of the condensers 
deal with 14,000 Ibs. of steam per hour each, the two 
cooling towers in conjunction with these being 82 ft. 
high x 13 ft. 6 in. in diameter, and the other condenser 
deals with 23,600 lbs. of steam per hour with a cooling 
tower 34 ft. high x 18 ft. 6 in. in diameter. 

Forced ventilation is used with all the towers by fans 
driven by Holmes p.c. motors. The condensers are in full 
view from the engine-room floor, and an automatic by-pass 
is arranged for exhaust into the atmosphere in cases of 
emergency. | 

A new 1,500 н.р. cooling tower is being erected, supplied by 
Messrs. Co'e, Marchent & Morley, Ltd.; it is of large dimen- 
sions. and is probably one of the most efficient towers made. The 
height is 45 ft. x 33 ft. 6 in. x 22 ft.,and it is bnilt of pitch 
pine. It is practically one tower divided into two, with fans 
on opposite sides to each half. The water is split by rows of 
laths with saw teeth on the lower edgcs, laid in rows at 
an angle of 45°, and deals with 36,000 lbs. of steam per hour. 
This will be used in conjunction with two 1,000-H.P. jet 
condensers with Edwards air and circulating pumps. 

The traction and lighting switchboards — a view of 
each of these is here given—were supplied by Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co. and the Electric Construction Co. respectively, 
and are arranged in a recess on an elevated platform 
lengthways with the engine room and facing their respective 
sets of engines, with a gangway at the back 7 ft. wide, under 
which the various cables are led in and up to the connections 
at the back of their respective panels. 

The traction switchboard consists of panels for total output, 
four generators, B. of T.,“ booster, rail return, station circuit, 
and 10 feeder panele. The panels are of polished white 
marble, carried on a strong iron frame; the total output 
panel carries positive and negative knife switches, ammeter, 
and Thomson watt-hour-meter ; the generator panels carry 
positive and negative knife switches, circuit breaker, 
rheostat, voltmeter plug and ammeter; the “В. of Т.” 
panel has the usual recording instruments, and the other 
panels are also suitably equipped. Each generator and 
feeder panel is also provided with a lightning arrester 
and coil. The equalising switches for switching the series 
coils in, previous to paralleling, are fixed on pedestals near 
the corresponding generators. The voltmeters are fixed on 
swing brackets at the end of the switchboard, and are of the 
illuminated dial type. A double-faced clock is fixed to the 
bottom of the gallery, in full view from any position on 
the board. The lighting switchboard is also of polished 
white marble, mounted on an iron frame, and consists of four 
generator and two spare panels, and one main and 13 feeder 
panels; each panel is divided from its neighbour by a 
marble partition, and is again sub-divided into compart- 
ments for the fuses, &c. | 

'The generator panels are provided with oil-break fuses, 
main double-break switch, ammeter, voltmeter, and syn- 
chronising plugs, under which are the exciter panels, which 
carry shunt-regulating rheostat, ammeter, and“ throw-over” 
exciter switch. The bus-bar at the back of the panels is 
arranged with insulated screw-in plugs, by means of which 
any panel can be entirely disconnected. The synchronising 
transformers are at the back of the switchboard, in duplicate. 
The alternating meters are of the Kelvin sector pattern, and 
the exciter ammeters are of the Evershed-Vignolea pattern. 
A Ferranti H.T. board is now being erected to carry 12 extra 
circuits. Leading off the switchboard platform there is a 
testing and repairing room. The workshop building is 
divided into rooms for meter and arc lamp testing, armature 
winding, «c. The workshop itself is 81 ft. long x 45 ft. 
wide, and is equipped with the latest type of machinery, not 
only for the power station repairs, but for repairs for the 
various departments of the Corporation, the machinery being 
driven by p.c. motors. 

Adjoining the workshop there is the smithy and foundry, as 
well as the car-sheds and paint shop, tlie raila being led inside 
the last named. ‘The shed is 212 ft. long and 74 ft. wide, 
and is divided into two bays, with four tracks in one 


and three in the other, under most of which there are 
inspection pits running nearly all the length of the shed, 
with a capacity for 38 cars; another shed of similar dimen- 
sions is in course of erection. The car-shed and paint shop 
are fitted with sprinklers for the prevention of fire, and lighted 
by both arc and incandescent lamps. An air compressor is 
used for blowing out the dust in cleaning the cars. 


(To be continued.) 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aston (Yorks.).—The P.C. is negotiating with the 
Birley Colliery Co. for a supply of energy for public lighting at 
Bwallownest. | 


Balby-with-Hexthorpe.—The U.D.C. has requested the 
Yorksbire Electric Power Co. to quote terms for supplying energy 
to the town. 


Blaydon.—The Priestman Power Co., Ltd., has offered 
to supply electricity in bulk to the U.D.C.; rent to cover 
interest, redemption and depreciation on mains &c., to be pro- 
vided by the Council, the company to do the whole of the 
work, including the laying of mains, &c. The Council favours the 
proposal, which is to be considered at ita January meeting. 


Bodmin.—The Southern District Electricity Corporation 
has intimated that it proposes to apply to the B. of T. fora prov. 
order to supply electricity in the U.D. 


Brighton.—The T.C. and Steyning East R.D.C. have 


come to terms in regard to the supply of energy by tae Corporation 
within the R.D.C.’s area. The former has accepted the following 


' conditions :—That the R. D. C. may determine and put an end to the 


agreement on giving a year's notice, aud taking at a valuation all 
mains and fittings, and that the Corporation shall not oppose auy 
application by the R.D.C. for powers to supply energy. 


cheltenham.— The cost of the electric light installation 
recently completed at the new Town Hall has amounted to about 
£1,750. 


Clacton-on-Sea.—The B. of T. has intimated to the 
T.C. that it will not revoke the Council's E.L. order for another 
year, when notice will be again given to the Т.С. 


Clevedon.—The U.D.C. after considering the application 
of the Western Electric Distributing Co., Ltd., for a prov. order for 
E.L. in the parishes of Clevedon, Portishead and Long Ashton, has 
decided to interview the promoters on the subject, with a view to 
the settlement of terms. 


East Molesey.—Edmundson’s Corporation has, in 
compliance with the request of the U.D.C., fixed the price of 
electricity for public lighting at 24d. per unit. For power, 4d. for the 
first hour, and 144. after, on the maximum idemand system. A 
system of free wiring will be introduced at a rental of 44d. per 
lamp per quarter. 

Frome.—The U. D. C. on the 3rd inst. received an intimation 
from the Western Electric Distributing Corporation to the effect 
that it would be unable to proceed with the prov. order for E. L. 
during the ensuing session of Parliament. | 

Germany.—The establishment of a municipal central 
electric lighting station in the town of Hartha has been decided 
upon. 


Glasgow.—Further proposals have been made in con- 
nection with the extension of the lighting department for the 


` amalgamation of that department with the power department of 


the tramways. 


Glastonbury.—At a meeting of the T.C. on December 
2nd it was unanimously resolved to apply to the B. of T. fora prov. 
order for E.L. 


Holyhead.—The U.D.C. has resolved to have the 
contract with the National Electric Construction Co. signed 
forthwith. 


Huddersfield.—The T.C. on Sth inst. decided to apply 
to the B. of T. during the next session of Parliament for a prov. 
order authorising the Corporation to supply electricity for public 
and private purposes within the Golcar U.D. 


Ilkeston.— The Corporation Tramways and Electricity 
Committee has decided to reduce the charge for electricity for 
lighting purposes from 4d. to 3d. per unit. The department obtains 
its energy in bulk from the Notts and Derby Power Co. 


Liskeard.—Messrs. Thompson Bros., of Plymouth, have 
made application to the T.C. for permission to run overhead wires 
for the electric lighting of the main streets of the town. 


Loughborough,—The Town Council has adopted an 
electric lighting scheme for the borough, involving an expenditure 
of about £18,000. 
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Leigh.—The T.C. will make application to the L.G.B. 
for sanction to borrow £8,280 for further extensions of plant during 
1904, as follows: 


850-Kw. generating set and piping .. ‚ £98,500 
Switchboard wa se 85 is єз "is T 300 
£3,800 

Extensions for 1905 :— 
One water-tube boiler, piping, &c. .. = - ee 1500 
Mains, services, &., 1904-5 (estimated) m .. 2,000 


Contingencies (10 per cent.) .. fs "m ба - 980 


Total .. - .. £8,280 


London.—PBarrERsEA.—The В.С. has resolved to apply 
for à loan of £3,845 for electric lighting purposes. 

CAMBERWELL.—On November 13th the B. of T. heard an appeal 
from the County of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting 
Co. against & resolution of the B.C. imposing the following con- 
ditions in reference to placing a transformer box in Butbage Road :— 
" Subject to any disturbance of the footway or roadway being made 
good to the satisfaction of the borough engineer, &nd subject to an 
undertaking by the company, that should the site or any portion 
thereof, or the works connected therewith, be required for public 
purposes, the company will pay the cost of removal or of any 
alterations." 'The Works Committee of the B.C. reported having 
recently received the award of the B. of T. disallowing the con- 
ditions sought to be imposed by them. 

CRYSTAL PALACE.—The South London municipal authorities in- 
terested, are in receipt of & communication from the B. of T. stating 
that the Crysta) Palace District Electric Lighting C^». proposes to 
sell the undertaking authorised by its orders to the Blackheath and 
Greenwich Electric Lighting Co., and that in the event of the sale 
taking place the Blackheath Co, wishes to supply energy on a 
similar system to that adopted by it for the purposes of its other 
orders, in lieu of the system now adopted by the Crystal Palace 
Co. The B. of T. notifies that it is prepared to approve the proposed 
transfer, subject to & condition that the consumers are paid the 
reasonable cost of, or expenses incidental to, the change of system, 
including compeneation for any loss or damage incurred in con- 
gequence of the change. 

IsrixaTOoN.—The L С.О. has drawn the attention of the B.C. to 
the desirability of sinking funds for the renewal and replacement of 
machinery being provided by those municipal bodies who had taken 
up loans for electrical undertakings for periods of 42 years. It was 
pointed out that Islington had borrowed £388,081, and up to March 
last had only paid £20,646 off loans. The B.C., when applying for 
a loan of £849 for mains extensions, &c., resolved to state to the 
L.C.C. that any renewals required during the 42 years’ life of the 
loan would be provided out of a sinking fund, or from maintenance 
account. 

SouTHwaRK.—The E. L. Committee of the B.C. is to consider а 
letter from the City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., 
PAR to enter into negotiations to supply electrical energy in 

ulk. 

Lonpon County Councin.—It was decided at the meeting on 
Tuesday to sanction the borrowing for electric lighting purposes of 
£14.145 by the Hampstead Borough Council, and of £10,000 by the 
St. Pancras Borough Council. 


Lynton.—The U.D.C. has complained of the electricity 
supply provided by the Electric Light Co. The chairman stated 
that if it did not improve the Council must consider the question 
of starting in opposition. 


Merton.— Wimbledon U. D. C. having received application 
for energy to 36 houses in the Merton district, and also for a supply 
for lighting the private roads, the P.C. has been asked if it has any 
objection to the Wimbledon Council extending its mains to the 
parish. 


Musselburgh.—'The Town Council on 1st inst. con- 
cluded an agreement witb the National Electric Construction Co. 
for the electric lighting and tramway scheme for the diatrict. 
Energy will be supplied st the rate of 5d. per unit for domestic 
purposes, and 24d. for public lighting. It was stated that a start 
will be made at once, as the company intended to have the tram- 
way in full working order before next August. The electric lighting 
inetallation will proceed concurrently. 


Newbury.—Meesrs. Edmundson's Electricity Corpora- 
tion are appealing to the B. of T. against the request made by 
the local authority that the cables should be laid in the sides of 
the roads. The T.C. state that it would be a serious matter for the 
town if the concrete pavements, which had been recently put down, 
were disturbed, and it was hoped the B. of T. would support the 
Council in the matter. 


Newquay.—The T.C. has agreed to obtain advice from 
Mr. H. Dickinson, of Leeds, and Mr. F. H. Lewis, of Leytonstone, 
as to the proposed electric lighting of the town by the Southern 
District Electricity Corporation. | 


Penge.— The U. D. C. has received a communication from 
the Blackheath and Greenwich Electric Light Co., reporting the 
completion of the negotiations for taking over the undertaking 
from the Lewisham and District Electric Supply Co. for the supply 
of electric light to its district. 


Pitlochry,—A scheme has been approved by a meeting 
of citizens for the electric lighting of the burgh. A private com- 
pany is to be formed, and the motive power for the generation of 
energy is to be derived from the Falls of Tammel. 


Rotherham.— The T.C. has reduced the price of energy 
for motive power purposes to 14d. per unit for the first two hours 
per day, and 1d. afterwards. 


St. Albans.—The Corporation has resolved to apply to 
the B. of T. for powers to transfer its electric lighting undertaking 
to the St. Albans and District Electric Supply Co. 


Salford.—The T.C. has decided to charge ld. per unit 
more than the Salford rate for energy supplied to Prestwich. 


Southport.—From January 180, 1904, the rates to be 
charged by the Corporation for electricity for power purposes will 
be reduced to 2d. per unit, and 14d. per unit if the consumption of 
energy equals 350 units per в.н.р. installed, with a discount of 
5 per cent. No charge is made for meter rent, and service lines up 
to 60 ft. from the distributing main are laid free. The electrical 
department also announce that it is prepared to supply motors 
on a deferred payment system. This should lead to a largely in- 
creased consumption of energy for power purposes. 


Hoyland.— The U.D.C. has asked the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co. to furnish full particulars as to cost, &c., of supplying 
energy to the town. 


Spain.—It is proposed to establish an electric lighting 
station in the town of Alginet (Valencia). 

A concession has been granted to D. Domingo Puerta y Morillas, 
for an appropriation of 10,000 litres of water per second from the 
River Tagus, at Sacedon (Guadalajara), for generating electricity 
for lighting and industrial purposes. 


Spalding.—The U.D.C. has decided to postpone the 


application for a prov. order for the electric lighting of its area. 


Wanstead.—The U.D.C. has received notices from 
Leyton U.D.C. and the Empire Electric Light and Power Co, of 
their intention to apply for E.L. powers. The Council will with- 
hold its consent to the Empire Co.'s application, and will 
negotiate with Leyton as to terms, &c. 


Watford.—The U.D.C. has resolved to communicate with 
the North Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. to ascertain whether 
it would be prepared to acquire the Council’s electric light under- 
taking, and if so, on wht terms. Upon the scheme, it may be 
mentioned, £55,000 has been expended, and it was recently reported 
that a further outlay of £25,000 would be necessary. 


Welshpool.—At Powis Castle, the seat of the Earl of 
Powys, an electric light installation of 600 lamps has just been 
completed. The work has been carried out from designs prepared 
by Mr. G. F. Bodley, R.A. 


Widnes.—The T.C. proposes to seek an extension of 
time in which to carry out the E.L. Order obtained in 1901, also 
powers to transfer the order. 

The Mersey Electric Supply Syndicate bas notified its intention 
to apply for a prov. order for Widnes. 


Willesden.—The Urban District Council having con- 
sidered the proposed sale of the Council's electricity works to the 
North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co.. and the draft agree- 
ment for the supply of electrical energy, subject to an alteration 
providing thatthe scale of prices agreed should not at any time be 
increased, the Council adopted the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee by 10 votes to 5. 


Yeadon and Methley.— The Yorkshire Electric Power 
Co. has informed the U.D.C.’s that it is prepared to enter into 
negotiations for the supply of energy to the Councils’ districts from 
the power house now in course of erection at Thornhill. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Brighton.— An illustration of the way in which it is 
possible for a few obstructionists to throttle tramway extensions bas 
just happened in connection with the tramways here. On August 
6th the Tramways Committee brought forward a resolution to the 
Т.С. suggesting that a provisional order should be applied for in 
the ensuing session for powers to construct a double line of tram- 
way from the terminus in London Road to the borough boundary at 
Preston. This matter had previously been reported on by the tram- 
ways engineer, who estimated there would be a profit of £912 per 
annum on this section alone. All went well till it got to the 
Council Chamber, when it met with a smal! but determined opposi- 
tion, but passed. A month later there was a motion on the Council 
agenda to rescind the previous motion ; but this was outvoted. The 
opposition minority now adopted meaner tactics to attain their ends. 
Asthere had to be a statutory meeting to confirm the previous 
decisions at which two-thirds of the Council (that is, 35 
members) had to vote, the opposition organised a passive 
resistance” movement of not voting at all. The statutory 
meeting has been postponed three times on account of there not 
being the requisite number to vote either one way or the other. 
Eventually, on Thursday the 4th, the matter had to be dropped 
altogether, as the “passive resisters” stayed outside the Couucil 
Chamber until the vote had been taken. This method of obstruct- 
ing tramway extensions was evidently not foreseen when the Tram- 
ways Act of 1870 was drafted, as in this way it will always» 
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possible for a minority of 21 to upset the decisions of 38. Had 
they voted against the scheme in an honest way it would have gone 
through allright. About a dozen stormy indignation meetings have 
been held in the town to protest against such underhand methods. 


Brussels.—A party of over 100 members of the Socicté 
Belge d’Electriciens, Brussels, were conducted over the tramway 
power station by Mr. Pedriali, the chief electrical engineer of the 
system, on 4th inst. Among those present was Mr. Léon Gérard, 
President of the Belgian Institute of Electrical Engineers, who has 
recently joined the board of the Union Co., of Berlin; Mr. Lacomblé, 
secretary, who is the electrical engineer-in-chief of the Brussels 
electricity supply; also Mr. Doms, assistant electrical engineer, 
and Mr. Welabrandt, chief electrician. 


Cardiff.—The Corporation Tramways Committee has 
decided to apply to ће B. of T. for a loan of £70,577 for the recon- 
struction of part of the electric tramways. 


Dewsbury.—The local authorities in the Dewsbury 
district have received notice from the Yorkshire Electric Tramways 
Construction Syndicate (a Wakefield company) of their intention 
to apply for powers to construct a tramway from Dewsbury to Ossett, 
vid Boothill Nether. Two similar applications have been previously 
refused. The Corporations of Dewsbury and Ossett and the Soothill 
Nether Urban District Council are also applying for powers to con- 
struct tramways along the same route. They are not, however, to 
be regarded as rival schemes. If the company's application comes 
on first the two Corporations and the District Urban Council will 
oppose; but if the scheme promoted by the local authorities is con- 
sidered first, aud falls through, then no opposition will be offered to 
the company's application. 

The Corporation, in accordance with an agreement entered into 
some time ago, has decided to give notice to the B.E.T. Co. of its 
intention to purchase the company's electric tramways in the 
borough. It is stated that the basis of purchase will be the full cost 
of the lines and equipment, including the company's Parliamentary 
expenses, plus 20 per cent. When the purchase is completed the 
Corporation will lease the lines to the company for 28 years, at a 
rent suflicient to pay the interest and sinking fund on the capital 
outlay. At the end of the 28 years the company are to have the 
option of entering into a further lease for seven years on the same 
terms. Should any difficulty arise between the Corporation and the 
company in the negotiations, the matter will be referred to the 
Board of Trade for arbitration. | 


Derby.—At the monthly meeting of the T.C. last week, 
Mr. John Smith inquired whether the rails which had been pur- 
chased for the new electric trams had not been condemned. They 
were purchased in Belgium either to assist home industries or to 
save the rates, and the man in the street wanted to know. Alder- 
man Duesbury (chairman of the Tramways Committee) said as to 
whether any rails bad been rejected, none at all had come to 
England yet. Mr. Smith: Have you had any condemned in 
Belgium? Alderman Duesbury: We have & man there to see to 
them, and he will not pass any unless they come up to the standard, 
which was a very high one. 


Dublin.—At Dublin on Monday, Miss Josephine 
O'Brien, a dressmaker, who sustained injuries of a permanent 
character in a collision between two electric trams at Kings- 
town, was awarded £1,000 damages against the Dublin United 
Tramways Co. 


Italy.—An electrical omnibus service on the Lombard- 
Gerin system has just been established between Gallarate and 
Samarate, a distance of 34 miles. The vehicles have accommoda- 
tion for 28 passengers. f 


Lincoln.—The proposed purchase of the tramways by 
the City Council does not seem likely to be effected without 
recourse to arbitration. The Corporation and the tramway directors 
cannot come to an agreement, although only £125 divides the 
amounts. The matter was discussed at a meeting of the City 
Council on Tuesday, and regret was expressed that it should be 
necessary to spend from £1,500 to £3,000 on arbitration proceedings 
for such a trifling sum as £125. It was evident from the discussion, 
however, that the Corporation have reached their limit. 


London.—The Highways Committee hope to commence 
the working of the New Crose and Greenwich, &c., sections of the 
electric tramway system by the end of the year. 

CAMBERWELL.—On Saturday the Works and General Purposes 
Committee of the B.C. reported that they had passed a resolution 
in favour of consenting to the conditions ав to overhead traction 
and doubling the lines where necessary, required by the L. C. O. 
before that body agreed to acquire the London Southern Tramways. 
The same Committee also reported having adopted a motion that 
the B.C. should contribute one-third of the cost of the street 
widenings in connection with the proposed line from Lordship 
Lane to Forest Hill. 

]sLiNGTON.— The Mayor at Friday's meeting of the B.C. 
announced that the L.C.C. had practically agreed to adopt the 
conduit system for the North London tramways. It was resolved 
to advocate before the Royal Commission on London Trattic, tube 
railways under Holloway Road to East Finchley, from Finsbury 
Park to Horasey, and from Islington to Stoke Newington. 

L.C.C.—The, Highways Committee reported that it might be 


possible to commence the working of the New Cross and Greenwich 
lines on the conduit system by the end of the year. It was pro- 
posed to communicate with the Board of Trade so as to allow of an 
official inspection of the completed tramways, and to invite the 
borough councils interested to be present at the examination. 


New York Central and Hudson River Railroad.— 
This company, which is to use electricity on its lines in the vicinity 
of New York City, has placed an order with the General Electric 
Co. for eight turbo-generators of 7,500 н.р. each. The turbines are of 
the four-stage vertical Curtis ty pe, and the generators are of 25-cycle 
triphase, generating 11,000 volts. The company has also ordered 
from the same firm, in conjunction with the American Locomotive 
Co., 30 electric locomotives of an entirely new design, weighing 
85 tons each, with an adhesive weight of 67 tons. The locomotives 
are to be of 2,200 H. P., and will haul a train of 500 tons at 60 miles 
an hour. The prices quoted are not made public, but the R.R. Co. 
has the option of increasing the order at the same rate. The loco- 
motives will be used for express trains only, and it is estimated 
that their use will effect a slight saving. Hitherto steam loco- 
motives of this character have burnt 5 lbs. of coal per E. P.-hour, 
but with electricity it is expected to burn only 2 lbs. per H.P.-hour. 
It is, however, calculated that the axle loss of horse-power with the 
electric locomotives will be increased 50 per cent., and as the fuel 
cost is about 8 per cent. of the total operating expenses, a net gain 
of only 2 per cent. ia looked for. It is designed to run the slower 
suburban traffic on the multiple unit system, each car having its 
own independent motor, all controlled, however, by one man, thus 
saving the wages of firemen. It is stated that the news caused the 
shares of the G.E. Co. to rise six points оп tho New York Stock 
Exchange. 


Southport.—The Corporation Tramways Committee 
state that this year the receipts for the year up to November 7th, 
were £11,500, and the expenses £11,300, or a surplus of about £200. 
The actual difference in favour of the past half-year’s working is 
£420. Last year the receipts amounted to £10,700, and the 
expenses to £10,900. It has been resolved that from the 9th inst. 
the fare on the inner-circle route be reduced to 1d. 


South Shields.—At a meeting of the T.C. on the 80th 
ult., a report of the Tramways Committee was considered. It 
recommended that the routes authorised by the Act be adopted as 
the routes of the new tramways, with the exception of the sections 
from Dean Lane (Westoe), to the borough boundary on the Sunder- 
land Road, and from Green Street viá Laygate Lane and Corstorphine 
Town to Tyne Dock. Several amendments were proposed, but, after 
debate, all were rejected, and the report was carried. Motion for 
the leasing of the tramways, and also one giving power to the 
Committee to proceed with the work, were referred back to the 
Committee. 


Sunderland. — The Т.С. has formally approved in- 
structions being given for the obtaining of a prov. order authorising 
the Corporation to construct lines at Roker and in the centre of the 
town to make short circular routes to relieve the very congested 
traffic in those parts, as well as to expedite the tramway service. 
The cost is put down at just under £4,000. 


West Ham.—The last section of the contract for the 
laying of the municipal tramlines has been commenced. It is 
expected that the whole route will be completed by February. 
Fifty bodies of cars have been delivered. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Brighton Telephones.—At a recent meeting of the 
Telephones Committee the Mayor submitted the correspondence 
between himself and the Secretary to the National Telephone Co. 
concerning Councillor Carden's action at Burgess Hill and alleged 
unfair preference. The town clerk submitted a letter from the 
Postmaster-General’s Department enclosing copy of a letter 
addressed to the Department by the National Telephone Co. and 
asking for the Corporation's observations thereon. Mr. Gaine's letter 
to the Post Office says, among other thing3:— 

"I am directed in particular to call the attention of the 
Postmaster-Genera! to the fact that not only is money being paid by 
or on behalf of the Corporation to induce these subscribers to break 
their contracta with the company, but also that these subscribers are 
offered a preference over other subscribers in the area inasmuch as 
the Brighton Corporation is offering to supply them with a free 
service for a certain period of time. The company is advised that 
these proceedings by or on behalf of the Corporation constitute & 
clear breach of the undue preference provisions of its liceuce, and I 
am directed to ask that the lostimuaster-General will take immediate 
and effective action in the matter." 

The Committee resolved: That the Postmaster-General be in- 
formed that the Council endorse the obs:rvations contained in the 
Mayor's letter to the manager of the National Telephone Co. of the 
17th inst., and in addition to what is stated by the Mayor on the 


subject of the alleged preferential treatment, they would point out 


that the terms offered to subscribers in the Brighton area are the 
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same as those given in Portsmouth, Glasgow, Swansea and other 
towns where Corporation telephones have been established, and by 
the Post Oe Department in the case of London." 


Liverpool.—From particulars given by Mr. E. J. 
Hidden at a meeting of the Liverpool Engineering Society last 
week, in the course of a paper on Recent Telephone Develop- 
ments in Liverpool” read by him, it appears that since the acci- 


dent in 1901, when a number of telephone wires fell across trolley . 


wires after a snowstorm at Liverpool, the whole of the telephone 
wires in the city, outside of buildings, have been placed under- 
ground. A building has been erected on land in Great George 
Street as a new relief exchange, which will have switchboards 
capable of accommodating 10,000 subscribers, and which is claimed 
to be at the present time one of the finest switch-rooms in the 
kingdom. The boards are multiple boards, each section being 
formed to contain the full capacity, vis., 10,000, and being fitted 
for three operators' poritions. Provision has been made through- 
out the Liverpool switch-rooms to admit of converting the present 
system to the central battery system with little alteration. By this 
system current will be supplied from one main battery at the 
exchange for switch-rooms and for subscribers’ instruments, and the 
practice atill followed with many instruments of subscribers having 
to ring up will be discontinued. 


Siemens & Halske Rapid Type-Printing Telegraph: 
— Ata recent meeting of the Berlin Elektrotechnischer Verein, Mr. 
Wilhelm von Siemens delivered an interesting address on the rapid 
type-printing telegraph designed by the Siemens & Halske Co. The 
apparatus, as developed for some years past by the above company, 
belongs to the class of so-called automatic telegraphs (Pollak- 
Virag system) where the telegram is prepared by a type-writing 
device piercing for each letter to be telegraphed, a given hole or 
set of holes in a continuous paper ribbon. The latter, on being 
drawn through the rotating telegraphic transmitter, will automatic- 
ally throw corresponding carrent impulses into the circuit. Ав the 
B:emens apparatus is capable of telegraphing 2,000 letters per 
minute on a single line, whereas each official even with the best of 
apparatus cannot transmit more than 200 to 300 letters in the 
same interval of time, it will be possible to send the telegrams 
transmitted by a large number of officials through the same line. In 
the Siemens apparatus, two holes are pierced in the paper ribbon 
foreach letter, the letter being itself printed in plain printing cha- 
racters immediately above, so that the perforated ribbon contains 
the telegram in distinctly readable form. Moreover, the public 
itself will be able to take charge of the perforating, transmitting 
the prepared ribbons to the telegraph office. 

In the receiving apparatus, the ribbon travels at the same speed, 
containing the telegram in plain printing, ready for sticking 
on telegram forms. In order to ensure this printing of 2,000 
letters per minute without any delicate mechanical apparatus, the 
electric spark is resorted to. A disc on which the various letters are 
cut out asina pattern is rotated at a speed of 2,000 turns per 
minute between a spark gap aud a continuous ribbon of photographic 
paper. Whenever a spark passes in the gap, a silhouette of the 
letter happening to be in front of the latter, is projected on the paper 
ribbon. It should be noted that the spark must be produced with 
au accuracy as high as ,,,,),,,,th part of a second, in order to have the 
proper letter appear at the proper place. The paper ribbon next 
passes beneath some sponges impregnated with developing and 
fixing liquids, the photographic process requiring only nine seconds, 
80 that the ribbon is delivered ready printed. 

The problem of causing the spark to be produced with the utmost 
accuracy at an instant accurately given in accordance with the 
current impulses transmitted from the sending apparatus, was solved 
by utilising the property of electric condensers of being charged and 
discharged in very short intervals. The mechanism of the apparatus 
has hence been so simplitied that the receiver, apart from the photo- 
graphic device, is embodied simply by a shaft driven by an electromotor, 
on which, in addition to the above-mentioned type-disc, only some 
brushes are mounted, sliding over contact discs. In addition there 
are five relays of special design, the tongues of which will follow 
the rapid impulsions without any difliculty and at a sufficient speed. 
A special and ingenious device causes the receiving apparatus to 
perform in a given time accurately the same number of turns as the 
transmitter giving off the current. 

Experiments, for which the Imperial Postal Department lent 
some lines, have shown the practicability of the apparatus for trans- 
missions over great distances. Dr. Dranke, Dr. Thomas, and Mr. 
Ehrhardt have, through their assistance, contributed to the design of 
the apparatus. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES, INTERRUPTED, 


Dominica-Martinique .. ee ee ee ee May 5, 1902 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique ee ee ee ee ee May 7, 1902 
Anjer-Kalianda .. - ie T 25 
Cayenne- Pinheiro oe oe ee ee 
Rt. T;ucia-St. Vincent. - 

Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran ut 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. os ee 

New York-Hayti oe ee ee ee 
'l'rinpiaad-Demerara Мо. 1 .. ve ee 
Touranc-Amoy . ee ee 
Lagos-Drass ais as m 


REPAIRED, 


„ Ang. 2, 1902. ee 
os Aug. 18, 1902 oe ee 
•„ Sept. 19, 1902 .. ee 
e. Oct. 22,1902 .. zw 
.. Feb. 26, 19089 . sx 
.. April 13, 1908 „. és 
ss Aug. 27, 1901 m ee 
.. Nov. 10,1903 .. s 

. Nov. 14,1993 .. Dec. 2. 


West Hartlepool and Halifax Telephones, —We are 
informed that the West Hartlepool and Halifax Corporations have 
under consideration a scheme of exchange telephony submitted to 
them by Mr. F. F. Bennett, and are now negotiating an agreement 
with a telephone manufacturing company for the carrying out of the 
ваше, 


The Underground Telegraph to the КогВ.—А 
communication received by the Association of Chambers of Com- 
merce of the United Kingdom gives the following information 
regarding the progress of the underground telegraph line to the 
North. The temporary wires in the pipes between Birmiogham 
and Warrington are being replaced by a permanent cable. Seventy 
miles of this cable have been drawn in, and when the remaining 
12 miles are drawn in there will be a permanent underground 
system between London and Birmingham, Manchester and Liver- 
pool. There are already underground wires between Warrington 
and Manchester and Liverpool. The layiag of the pipes north of 
Warrington to Carlisle is progressing, and the work will be finished 
this month. Temporary wires have been drawn in as far as Wigan, 
and will be continued to Preston. A permanent саб'е to Carlisle 
will be provided later. In Scotland it has not been possible а* 
present to undertake more than one section of this work. That 
section is over the Beattock incline, where the overhead wires are 
much exposed, and the pipe work is completed. Pipes are also 
being laid north-eastward from Manchester to Leeds, and tem- 
porary wires will be provided, to be replaced later on by a per- 
manent cable. This work will be completed before the end of the 
financial year. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Battérsea.— December 28th. Coal-handling plant for 
the electricity works. See Official Notices to-day. 


Bermondsey.—December 15th. Water-tube boilere, 
coal plant, piping. See Official Notices December 4tb. 


Canterbury.—Electric wiring for the Kent and Canter- 
bury Hospital. See Official Notices to-day. 


Enniscorthy.—. January 20th. Electric lighting and 
pumping plant (seven sections), for the Lunatic Asylum. See 
“ Official Notices " December 4th. 


Erith.—December 14th. “ Assis 
' Official Notices December 4th. 


Fire Alarm Wiring.—December l6tb. Messrs. May- 
Oatway Fire Appliances, Ltd., want offers for wiring several 
installations in Scotland. Bee “ Official Notices " to-day. 


” wiring work. See 


France.— December 13th. Tenders are being invited by 
the municipal authorities of Brienne-le-Chateau (Aube) for the con- 
cession for the public electric lighting of the town. "Tenders are to 
be sent to La Mairie de Brienne-le-Chateau (Aube), whence par- 
ticulars may be obtained. 


Govan.—December 28th. Coal bunkers, convevor, and 
electric capstan. See ' Official Notices” December 4th. 


Hackney.—January tth, 1904. Feeding and distribut- 
ing mains. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Harrismith (Orange River).—January 18th. Cables, 
transformere, switchgear, &c. See Official Notices to-day. 


L.C.C.—January 19th, 1904. Six electrically-driven 
tbree-throw boiler feed pumps for Greenwich power station. See 
“ Official Notices " November 20th. 


Oldham.—December 23rd. Motor and heating appli- 
ance hiring. See Oflieial Notices“ to-day. 


Pontypridd.— December 24th. Free wiring tenders ; 
also tramcars. Вее Official Notices” December 4th. 


Preston.—December 12th. Traction switchboard and 
accessories. See Official Notices " November 13tb. 


Npain.—December 16th. The municipal authorities of 
Riveira (Coruna) are inviting tenders until the 16th inst. for the 
concession for the electric lighting of the town during a period of 
20 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 
sent to, El Secretario del Ayuntamienti de Reveira (Coruna). 


Stockton-on-Tees.— December 15th. Motor-hiring pro- 
posals. See Official Notices" December 4th. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—December 30th. Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. See this column for November bth. 


Nydney (N.S,W.).—January 12th, 1904. Messrs. Preez 
and Cardew want tenders for :—One or two 600-Kw. or one 1,200-Kw. 
three-phase steam alternators with condenser, pipework, motor- 
generators, transformers, switchboards, &., and a coal and ah 
conveyor. Взе Official Notices’ to-day. 


: А u анови ad Add а ыы: | 
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Walthamstow.— January Ist. Permanent way, gas 
plant, engines, dynamos, batteries, switchboard, cables, overhead 
equipment, &c., for 11 miles of line. See “Official Notices " 
December 4th. | 


Warrington.—December 14th. А year’s supply of 
earthenware ducts. See “ Official Notices” December 4th, 


OLOSED. 


Blackpool.—The British Westinghouse Co. has placed 
an order with Messrs. Browett, Lindley & Co., Ltd., for а 650-н.р. 
triple-expansion engine, for this Corporation. 


Brighton.—After a long debate on December 9rd, the 
T.C., by 18 votes to 11, decided to accept the terder of Dick, Kerr 
and Co., Ltd., of Preston, for the whole of the 20 cars at £10,200. 
The Committee had recommended that an order for 10 cars should 
bs given to the Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., at £5,085. 


Brighton.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Ericsson Ball Telephone Co., for an extension of the switchboard to 
2,088 subscribers, and 40 junction lines at £2,205. 


Bristol.—The tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. for 


the supply of a continuous-current dynamo has been accepted by 
the Electrical Committee, 


Mastings.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Cowans, 
Ltd., for a set of Andrews duplicate mains apparatus at £126. 


Salford.—The T.C. electricity department has accepted 
the following tenders :— 
ewarts & Lloyds, Ltd., for tubes and fittings. 
chor Cable Co., Ltd., for leadless cables, 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd., for compound for H. x. joints. 
Howard Conduit Со, Ltd., for bitumen and asphalte troughing. 


D. Firth & Son, for an electric light installation at the Central Electric Car 
Shed, Pendleton. 


Swansea.—The following tenders were received on 
December 3rd by the T.C. for the construction of the electric tram- 


ways in the town, and to the suburbs of Sketty, Brynmill and Port 
Tennant :— 


Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., Preston (accepted s . £70,406 
Blackwell & Co... FA ә 95 Уз M eo 72.742 
J. G. White & Co. V s .. 79,997 
W. Griffiths. Ф ee eo . 73,715 
Underwood & Co... эсе? 73,327 


The Council also accepted the tender of Dick, Kerr & Co. for the 
electrification of another section of the tram ways at £11,345, and 
that of Callender's Cable & Construction Co. for cables at £19,169, 
A German firm tendered at £17,717. 


Swindon. — The Т.С. has accepted the following 


tenders : — 
Mestra. J. G. White & Co., Ltd., steel poles, overhead 
line, с. — .. T BE a ж en . £4,164 8 7 
British Westinghouse Co., Ltd., traction switchboard 150 0 0 


British Insulated & Helsby Cables Co., Ltd., tramway 


feeders, &c. (including a two years' maintenance) 13190 9 0 


Todmorden.—The Gorporation has accepted the tender 
of Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., for one 150-xw. steam set, one 
75-Kw. steam set, and one balancing booster set. 


War Office—The tender of Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., 
Ltd, has been accepted by the War Ottice, for two 400-m.P. slow 
Bpeed continuous-current generators, 100 revolutions, directly 
coupled to Robey engines. 


Wednesbury.— The Corporation has accepted the tender 
of the National Electric Construction Co., Ltd., of London and 
Wolverhampton, for supplying and fixing the electric wiring and 
fittings in the Town Hall, the municipal offices, the Art Gallery, 
Public Baths and Free Library at the sum of £465. 


Westinghouse Contracts.—The British Westinghouse 
Co. has sold to the Maidstone Corporation, through Mesars. Davey, 
Paxman & Cc, two 150-kw. shunt-compound generators for 
coupling to Messrs. Davey, Paxman’s engines of corresponding size. 
These generators will deliver 300 amperes at 460—500 volts as shunt 
machines, and 275 amperes at 500—550 volts as compound 
machines, They will thus be available for either lighting or 
traction. 

The London United Tramways have given a farther order to the 
British Westinzhouse Co. for sub-station plant, including two 
250-Kw. rotary converters, seven 100-k w. oil-insulated self-cooling 
transformers, a switchboard for the control of the above apparatus, 
and the necessary details, A large number of rotary converters are 
now going through the Westinghouse shope, including 500, 800, 
1,200 and 1,500 xw. unite for, inter alia, the District Railway, 
Metropolitan Railway and North-Eastern Railway. 

The Power Gas Corporation, Ltd., has recently placed an order 
with the same company for two 250-н.р. 3-cylinder single-act 
producer gas engines, direct coupled to direct current generators o 
equivalent power, The engines will be installed at Dudley Port, 


Tuesday, December 15th.—At 7.30 p.m. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, December 11tb.—At 8 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting 

P Papers: “The Simmance-Abady ‘Flicker’ Photo 
meter," by Messrs. Simmarce and Abady ; Exhibi 
tion of a Conductometer,” by R. Appleyard. 

Friday, December 18tb.—At 8 p.m. Holborn Restaurant (King’s 
Hall). Smoking Concert of the Electro-Harmonic 
Society, Mr. A. P. Trotter in the chair. 

Saturday, December 12th.—At 2 p.m. North of England Institute 
of Mining and Mechanical Engineers, Meeting. 


At 7.30 p.m. Glasgow Technical College Scientific Society. 
" Steam Turbine Machinery,” by A. A. Wynne. 

At8 pm. Electrical Trades Union. Smoking concert at 
Holborn Town Hall. 

At 7.30 p.m. West Hartlepool Scientific Society. “Мг. 
D. B. Morrison’s Scheme for the Advancement of 
Apprentices,” by Wm. Kennedy. a 

At2 p.m. North of England Institute of Mining and 
Mechanical Engineers. Meeting at Newcastle. 


Monday, December 14th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers (Graduates’ Association). Paper by H. 
Baker on “ Main and Auxiliary Steam Pipes for Power 
Plants.” 

Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester) Paper on “Electric Trac- 
tion with Alternating Currents,” by А. C. E»orall. 

Wednesday, December 16th.—At 8 p.m. Society of Arts. Sir 
Wm. H. Preece on Science and Industry.“ 

At 8 p.m. Liverpool Engineering Society. 
“Polyphase Working,” by H. W. Wilson. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Bir- 
mingham). Prof. R. Threlfall, F. R. S., on “Testing of 
Electric Generators by Air Calorimetry.” 

"Thursday, December 17th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineere. Paper by P. V. McMahon on “The City 
and South London Railway: Working Results of the 
Three-Wire System applied to Traction, &c.” 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Leeds). 
Paper on Methods of Charging for Electrical 
Energy,” by E. H. Crapper. 

Saturday, December 19th.—At 3 p.m. Junior Institution of Engi- 
neers. Visit to the Walthamstow U.D.C. Electricity 
Works. 


Paper on 


NOTES. 


Fiscal Policy.—Business men of the electrical industry 
are as much divided on the Fiscal Question as other sections of the 
business world, and the meeting of the Tramways and Light Rail- 
ways Association, which is to be held at 8 o'clock to-night in the 
zooms of the Society of Arts, promises to be a lively one. Mr. 
Atherley-Jones, K.C., M.P. (the President of the Association), is to 
read a paper and submit a motion in support of the Free Trade 
view; while others, leaders of the electrical industry, are expected 
to support Mr. Chamberlain's policy. Sir Charles Rivera Wilson, 
G. C. M. G., is to preside. Many other men of note who are con- 
nected with tramways are also expected to take part in the debate 
which will end with a division. | 


Royal Commission on London Locomotion.—TLe 
Royal Commission on Locomotion resumed its sitting under the 
chairmanship of Sir David Barbour at the Westminster Palace Hotel 
on Thursday last week. 

Mr. A. Harrison, A.M.I.C.E., borough engineer and turveyor of 
Southwark, advocated the removal cf costermongers and other 
obstructions from main roads and the provision of secondary atreets 
for the relief of traffic. He thought the statutory powers now 
possessed by the Borough Councils over public highways should not 
be curtailed. The dangerous state of the roads in his district had 
been considerably enhanced by the running of the electric tram- 
ways of the L.C.C. in the London Road, Newington Butts, and 
Kennington Park Road. 

In answer to the chairman, witness eaid his Borough Council 
wished to retain the veto on tramways. They knew the require- 
ments of the district, and would exercise the veto with great care. 
It was better for them to have the veto than to have to go to 
Parliament to oppose Bills. Inauswer to Lord Ribblesdale, witness 
said that he considered the London County Council was in the sam e 
position as а tramway company. The L.C.C. naturally looked to 
make their tramways pay, and would disregard other consideratior s 
and would force any scheme they had through. Answering Sir J, 
Dickson-Poynder, witness said that where there were stopping 
places and crossings, the tramways impeded other traffic, but not 
where there was a continuous line of tramline and no stoppages. 

Mr. Norman Scorgie, borough engineer of Hackney, said that to 
abolish the power of veto would mean that the London County 
Council might proceed with any unwise proposal without conaultir E 
the road authorities. Witness further stated that there was sn 
&bsolute necessity for increased means of communication between 
the City and the North-east of London, and his Council supported 
the proposals of the Nortk-East Suburban Railway, which would 
have opened up Waltham aud Chequers Green for the working 
classes, 
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The Commission sat again on Friday last, when Mr. Levey, 
borough councillor, of Hammersmith, gave evidence. He pointed 
out the great congestion which existed in the district, principally in 
King Street, the Broadway, and Hammersmith Road, where the 
electric tramways of the London United Tramway were running, 
and in which streets were the terminal stations of the Central Lon- 
don Railway and the Metropolitan District Railway. These roads 
required to be widened. Provision was made for the widening of 
Hammersmith Broadway in the London County Council’s Tramways 
Act of 1903, in connection with the running of tramways across the 
thoroughfare. If, however, the contemplated tube railway from 
Hammersmith to Piccadilly was constructed, ard a terminal station 
was placed in the Broadway, as had been suggested, a further 
widening might be necessary, in which case the promoters of the 
railway should be required to bear the cost thereof. Thecongestion 
in Uxbridge Road might possibly be relieved by a re-arrangement 
of the tramway terminus, and it would undoubtedly bs lessened by 
an extension of the Central London Railway in a half circle to near 
Hammersmith Broadway. Witness suggested the provision of more 
trains by the North ‘апа South Junction Railway and by the South- 
Western Railway, and also further facilities to the City by the con- 
struction of an underground electric railway between Hammersmith 
and the City, vid Kensington, Knightsbridge, Piccadilly and Charing 
Cross. Replying to Sir F. Hopwood, witness said the question of the 
tramway termini being on private land hsd not been before,his 
Council. There was no doubt that the electric tramways caused 
congestion of traffic, although they served a very useful purpose. 
If a tribunal were appointed to deal with the traffic question he 
thought his Council would not object to surrender their tramway veto. 
Evidence was also given by Mr. J. Patten Barber, the borough 
engineer of Islington, and Mr. Alderman Eve, of Stoke Newington. 


School-leaving Certificates.—A conference was held on 
Friday last at the Westminster Palace Hotel, 8.W., between the 
Consultative Committee of the Board of Education and repre- 
sentatives of the following professional bodies :— 

General Council of Medical Education of Registration. 
Institute of Actuaries. 

Institate;of Bankers. 

Iustitute of Chemistry. 

Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 

Pharmaceutical Society. 

Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Society of Accountants and Auditors. 

The subject of discussion was the desirability and feasibility of 
the introduction of a system of school-leaving certificates for 
England. 


Electro-Chemical Industry—Chemical Trade War 
Ended.—The Northwich correspondent of the Financial Times says 
that it bas been ascertained authoritatively that the trade war 
between English, German and American manufacturers of bleaching 
powder, which has severely depressed the industry during the past 
12 months, has been ended, a working agreement having been 
arranged. “Тһе effect of this is already evident, the price of 
bleaching powder having risen to from £4 to £5 per ton, as against 
anything from £2 upward. The companies which have suffered 
most severely from the war are the Electrolytic Alkali Co., Castner- 
Kellner Alkali Co., and the United Alkali Co.” 


The Late Sir Frederick Bramwell.—On Friday last, 


at St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster, a memorial service, which 
was attended by a very large and distinguished company of 
engineers and scientists representing the great institutions and 
societies with which Sir Frederick had been identified either as 
president or member, was held. The service, which was simple 
and very impressive, was arranged for by the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, of which Sir Frederick was at one time president. 
The Dean of Westminster ofliciated, snd he was assisted by Canon 
Henson. The funeral took place at Hever Charchyard, near 
Edenbridge, Kent, the same day. 

We are informed that the business of Bramwell & Harris" will 
be carried on as heretofore at 5, Great George Street, Westminster, 
and also at the firm’s offices at Edinburgh and at Cardiff. The name 
of the firm will remain unchanged. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers’ Dinner.—The 
fifteenth annual dinner of the Institution took place on Wednesday 
evening last, the President, Mr. R. К. Gray, in the chair, and was 
by far the most successful of these popular reunions that has ever 
been held, The company numbered close upon 500, and included a 
large number of guests distinguished in engineering, pure and 
applied science, art, diplomacy and commerce. The guest of honour 
was undoubtedly M. E. Hospitalier, President of the Société Inter- 
nationale des Electriciens, who, on rising to respond to the toast of 
his health, was received with an enthusiastic ovation which seemed 
well-nigh endless, The entertainment was all that could be desired ; 
the speeches were brief and happily worded, and the adjournment 
for social intercourse which followed was availed of to the utmost. 
Doubtless this feature of the programme, which was introduced for 
the first time last year, accounts for the greatly increased attendance 
—an increase of nearly 50 per cent.! Further particulars will be 
given in our next issue. 

Yesterday was noteworthy in the annals of the Institution for 
the celebration of the 300th anniversary of the death of Dr. William 
Gilbert, of Colchester, by the presentation of a painting, showing 
Dr. Gilbert before Queen Elizabeth, to the Borough of Colchester. 
The account of this ceremony must also be deferred to our next 
issue, 


Personal.—The Gloucester Tramways Committee recom- 
mended the appointment of Mr. Edwin Edwards, A. M. I. E E., of 
Bradford, as general manager of the electric tramways ; 116 appli- 
cations were received, and six candidates were gelected to attend 
before a sub-committee on Monday last. 

The employés of the Yarmouth and Gorleston Tramway Co. have 
presented an enlarged portrait of himself to Mr. G. Wright, on his 
retirement from the position of manager. 


A Novelty in Underground Conduits.— We recently 
had the pleasure of inspecting a novel and interesting piece of con- 
duit work, which was being carried out by Messrs. Barry, Skinner 
and Co., at the Neasden power station of the Metropolitan Railway 
Co. The system employed, after the preliminary excavation of the 
trenches, is to lay a foundation of concrete, on which are arranged 
a row of light steel pipes, kept in position by suitable wooden tem- 
plates. The pipes are in 7 to 12 ft. lengths, the ends being screwed 
into each other without any increase in diameter at the joints, and, 
after receiving an insulating coating,{consisting of a mixture of gra- 
phite and paraffin wax, to a thickness of about 4 in. (preliminary to 
being placed in position), the steel pipe line forms one continuous 
smooth tube. 

The fixing of a layer of pipes in position is followed by the 
ramming of concrete in between, successive layers being dealt with 
in the same way, and the whole is allowed to set for two or three 
days. Steam is then passed through the pipes, and melts off 
the insulating and, at the same time, the lubricating coating, thus 
enabling the pipes to be drawn out, and leaving a continuous duct 
from end to end. 

Experience has proved the feasibility of withdrawing lengths of 
50 or 60 yards with ease, and lengths of 120 yards can be negotiated 
between manholes by drawing out 60 yards of pipe from each end. 

Carves can be negotiated without a manhole when necessary, and 
it is claimed that the system is an advance on those at present in 
use. The solid homogeneous concrete cable way is also claimed to 
be strong enough to bridge over subsidences of the sub-soil, and 
thus to diminish the difficulties. usually met with in withdrawing 
cables from earthenware ducts after subsidences. As the whole of 
the work is built up on the site, the question of transport and 
breakage in transport is entirely obviated. We understand that 
this system of conduit work bas met with an extended and successful 
use, both on the Continent and in America. 


Lectures.—At a meeting of the Leeds and Yorkshire 
Architectural Society on December 3rd, Mr. Edwin C. Wallis, 
A.I.E.E. (а vice-president of the National Association of Electrical 
Contractors) lectured on Electrical Work as Affecting Architects.“ 

At a recent meeting of the Helensburgh Scientific and Literary 
Association, Mr. Hugh Sheddon on 30th ult. read a paper on 
“ Practical Telegraphy.” 


The University of London.—It is announced that a 
gentleman, who wishes to remain anonymous, has given, through 
Prof. Starling, the sum of £50,000 to University College, London, 
to be used by the Council of the College for the promotion of higher 
scientific education and research at that institution. 


Electro-Harmonic Society.— On . Friday, December 
18th, the next smoking concert of this society will be held at the 
Holborn Restaurant. Mr. A. P. Trotter will preside. 


Obituary.—We much regret to have to record the death 
of Mr. J. W. Curra, Technical Officer in the Engineer-in-Chief's 
Office, General Post Office. Mr. Curra, who entered the service in 
1881, was appointed in 1893 to the position which he held up to 
his death. Не was well known ав-а most able officer, and his 
premature decease is deeply felt by his colleagues in the Depart- 
ment. 


Fog Dispersion.—Mr. J. W. Bradley, borough engineer 
of Westminster, reading about Sir Oliver Lodge's experiments on 
fog dispersion, wrote to the Professor to ascertain whether the street 
arc lamps could be utilised for the discharge of electricity in the 
streets for that purpose. Sir Oliver's reply was published in the 
Times on the 8th inst.; he explains that the difficulty lies in the 
insulation, as a pressure of 100,000 volts was used in his experi- 
ments, while the power required is trifling. A much lower voltage 
would do in the neighbourhood of walls or other earthed surfaces. 
Sir Oliver considers that the right remedy for fog lies in the 
suppression of smoke, but he believes that something might be done 
in the way of fog dispersion, pending reform in our methods of 
combustion. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tum Brighton T.C. has increased the salary of Mr. MansH, assis- 
tant tramway engineer, to £4 per week. 


Mr. 8. WurrEROUsE, of West Bromwich, has been appointed 
sub-station assistant by the Walsall Corporation, in place of Mr. B. 


"WALKER, who has resigned. 


Mr. L. B. Нослвтн, assistant engineer City of Hull electric 
lighting station, has been appointed assistant engineer to the Ebbw 
Vale Steel and Iron Co., Ltd. (S. Wales.) 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 
Durham and District Electric Traction Co., Ltd. (79,285). 


—This company was registered on November 30th, with acapital of £30,000 in 
£1 shares, to carry on the business of carriers of passengers and goods, elec- 
tric and general engineers, electricians, contractors, whartingers, agents, manu- 
factarers of and dealers in railway, tramway, electrio, magnetic, galvanic and 
other apparatus, mechanical and chemical engineers, suppliers of light, heat, 
sound and power by electricity, galvanism, magnetism, compressed air, gas, 
steam, oil or otherwise, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are :— 
W. J. Greer, 58, South Eaton Place, S. W., director; G. J. Somerville, Donington 
House, Norfork Street, Strand, W C., electrical engineer; H. S. Day, 33, Smith 
Square, S. W., director of Tynemouth Electric Traction Co., Ltd.; C. L. 
Robertson, 14, Vicarage Gardens, Kensington, W., director; A. B. Gridley, 15, 
Worsley, Hampstead, N.W., secretary; О. О. Hor, Donington House, Norfolk 
Street, W.C., electrical engineer; and С. Н. Godward, Donington House, Nor- 
folk Street, W.C. No initial publicissue. The number of directors is not to be 
less than three nor more than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first; 
qualification, one share; remuneration, £50 each per annum, and 65 per cent. of 
the dividend paid on ordinary shares, divisible, Registered office: Donington 
House, Norfolk Street, W.C. 


Electrophone, Ltd. (79,302).—This company was registered on 
December 2nd, with а capital of £15,000 in 10s. shares, to acquire the under- 
taking known as Electrophone. Ltd., ” to adopt an agreement between the 
said old company and А. Anns and H. в. J. Booth (the liquidators thereof) of 
the first part, the National Telephone Co., Ltd., of the second part, and this 
company of the third part, to manufacture and deal in telephone and all 
apparatus, appliances, implements, works and things cznnected with tele- 

honie communication, or with the generation, distribution, supply, accumu- 

&tion and employment of electricity, &c. "The first subscribers (each with one 
share) are:—F. E. Dommersen, 70, Sotheby Road, Highbury Park, N., 
accountant; P. Warnford Davies, 624, Fore Street, E.C., manufacturer; N. E. 
Maltass, 61, Burlington Road, W., insurance manager; Е. В. Koopman, 4, 
Denman Street, W., merchant; N. W. Russ, 11, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., 
electrical engineer; A. Butts, 37, St. Mary's Mansions, Maida Hill, W., director; 
and С. 8. Beeching, 45, Upper Baker Street, N.W., stationer. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than eight; the subscribers are to appoint the first ; remuneration as fixed by 
the company. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


| THs Wrexham undertaking has made con- 
Wrexham siderable progress in output during its second 
Municipal year, the units sold having increased by 52 per 
Electric Supply. cent. Unfortunately, the percentage of works 
cost to revenue has risen substantially, and this, 

coupled with a decreased revenue per unit, has tended to diminish 
the gross profit for the year. The department cannot hope for a 
very extended lighting business, and its exceedingly poor load factor 
would suggest the necessity of closer attention to motive power 
supply which is as yet practically untouched. The charges are :— 
For private lighting, from 6d. to 4}d., according to quantity; for 
power, 3d. to 12d. per unit. Mr. W. Sillery is the resident electrical 


engineer. 
GENEBAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 81st— 1903, 1902, 
Total capital expended ... EN .. £23,416 £21,178 
Number of units sold— 
Private supply .. vs T er 79,425 46,924 
Public lighting .. ves 53,390 40,042 
Tota] number of unita ‘sold .. M 132,815 86,966 
Equivalent No. of 8-c.P. lamps connected 9,800 . — 
Number of public lamps woe - 44 43 
Maximum load in kw. p UN oe 350 150 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue bus m £2,414 £1,866 
» expenditure is 888 eos £1,664 £1,134 
» profit ius «s е £750 £732 
Average price obtained— 
Private lighting... eos ove 4:844. 5:57d. 
Public lighting ... iss T" ae 3 24d. 3°79d. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
1903. 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy .. £2,283 413d. . 
Bale of cable, lamps, &c., fees and premiums . 131 23d. 
Gross revenue £2,414 4:36d. 
Costs or PRODUCTION. 
Gross. Per unit, 
Coal eec £173 31d. 
Steam from destructor 150 27d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores 98 18d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 280 50d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, machinery 
and plant, cost of wiring materials, &c. 85 490 89d. 
Works and distribution costs 41,191 2:15d. 
Repairs, attendance, &c., public lamps... 122 22d. 
Rents, rates and taxes 33 06d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff... p sis 239 43d. 
General establishment charges, insurance, law, 
printing, and stationery vis iss vee 79 144. 
Total works costs ... .. £1,664 3 00d. 
Prorit STATEMENT. 
To interest on loans, bank overdraft, &c. ... £738 
Sinking fund for loan repayment ... - 572 
Deficit on year's working ... : —560 
Gross profit А без > £750 


The gross profit for the year is only some £18 in excess of last 
year’s amount, financial charges are higher, and as a result the 
deficit amounting to £560 is somewhat greater than in the previous 
year. 


Тнв returns of the Halifax undertaking for 


Halifax the past year show a rapid return to the profit- 
Municipal able working conditions of 1900-1. During the 
Electrie year the department has earned an increased 
Supply. revenue, by some £4,430 over the previous 


year—with some £500 only, increase in working 
expenses, and the gross profit has advanced correspondingly. 
Following on the comparatively small increase in working 
expenses, the cost per unit shows a satisfactory decrease of 4d., and 
now stands at 1 22d. The position of the undertaking during the 
past few years will be gathered from the following figures:— 


—— — — — — — 


c. v. lamps 
connected. 


— —— — — — — — — — 


1899-1900 | 1,371,333 | 45,403 | £16,069 | £10,580 | £5,489 
1900-1 1,896,667 | 58,770 19,082 14,742 | 4,340 
1901-2 2,557,548 | 71,710 24,731 24,031 700* 
1902-3 3,187,369 | 81,562 29,162 14,189 | 4973 


Year Units sold. Income. Expenditure Surplus, 


* £1,755 transferred to sinking fund suspense account in 1901-2, 


The prizes charged are :—For private lighting, 3d. to 4d. per B.T.U 
for lighting purposes according to consumption, and 2d. per B.T.U. 
for power, with discount. For tramways, 1114, per unit net. Mr. 
W. M. Rogerson is the borough electrical engineer. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


For year ending March 81st— 1908. 1902. 
Total capital expended ... А * £214,057 £200,466 
Number of units sold— 

Private supply .. es — a. 758,892 616,072 

Traction .. es ; . 2,329,183 1,864,107 

Public lighting .. 55 5 id 99,294 77,369 
Total number of units sold io . . 3,187,369 2,557,548 
Equivalent No. of 8-0 P. lamps connected 81,562 71,210 
H. P. of motors connected ... 522 .. 294 H.P, — 
Number of public lamp ive .. 69 arc 65 arc 

100 inc. 120 ine. 
Maximum load in Kw. js ае sie 2,143 1,650 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue ... M aes ee £29,161 £24,781 
„ expenditure — ..  ..  .. £16,193 £15,691 
„ profit . £12,968 £9,040 
Average price obtained— 
Private lighting a “is dis 3:5d. 3 44d. 
Public lighting ... iso a des 3d. 3d. 
Traction ... is e ve ads 17d. 1:87d. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


903. 
Gross. Per unit. 


By sale of energy . T - *. £28,673 2:16d. 
Meter, molor and property rents, &р. . "T 488 '04d. 
Gross revenue iis . £29,161 2:20d. 


— 


Cost оғ PRODUCTION. 


Gross, Per unit. 
Coal . *. £5,979 45d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores P 978 08d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 2,492 19d. 
Repairs and maintenance of e e 
and plant... vis - e 2,474 21d 
Works and distribution costs £12,123 93d. 
Rent, rates and taxes  ... e 1,347 ‘lid. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and | 
clerical staff — 830 06d. 
General establishment charges, insurance, law, 
printing and stationery... sii Ж . 1,593 12d. 


Total works costs % £16,193 1:22d. 


PROFIT STATEMENT., 
Interest on loans, &c. ... ET Р? *. £6,972 


Sinking fund ... ixi 1,023 
Balance transferred to renewals fund jee 4,973 
Gross profit £12,968 


On the year’s working the department earned a gross profit of 
£3,900 in excess of the previous year, and this, after meeting finan- 
cial charges, leaves a surplus of £4,973, which was transferred to 
the renewals fund, which now has a balance of £7,698 standing to 
its credit. 


+ 
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CITY NOTES. 


India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Works Co. 


THE directors’ report for the year ending September 30th, 1903, to 
be presented at the meeting to be held at 106, Cannon Street, E.C., 
Tuesday, December 15th, at 12 noon, reads: 


The accounts show, after provision for doubtful debts, a net profit for the 
D 12 months of £54,568 16s. 34. Adding £62,861 11s. 7d. brought forward, and 

eduoting £12,500 interim dividend paid in June, there remains a disposable 
balance of £104,480 7s. 10d. The directors recommend the distribution of & 
dividend of lis. a share, free of income-tax, amounting to £37,500, making, with 
the interim dividend paid in June, a total payment of 10 per cent. for the year, 
and leaving £66,930 7s. 10d. to be carried forward. The general business shows 
a falling off when compared with last year. To a grent extent this is due to the 
general depression existing in trade, as a result of which competition has been, 
if anything, keener than usual. The cable to connect San Francisco with the 
Sandwich Islands, referred to in the last report, was laid for the Commercial 
Pacific Cable Co. by our cable steamer Silvertown on January Ist last. The 
Dacia and the Buccancer have been employed in cable repairing work during the 
year. The works at Silvertown and Persan have been maintained in their usual 
state of efficiency, and extensions continue to be made. The company’s Act 
for the amendment of the memorandum of association received the Royal 
Assent on June 30th last. The ground lense for aterm of 284 years of Cannon 
Street premises has been purchased. The company holds a considerable 
interest in the Palmer Tyre, Ltd., and has designed a new motor tyre which 
attracted a good deal of attention at the recent Stanley Show. 

The directors regret to report the death of their much esteemed colleague of 
20 years’ standing, Mr. Abraham Scott, which took place on the 19th ult. Mr. 
Thomas John Lloyd passed away on December 24th, a year ago. Mr. Lloyd 
had been connected with the company since its formation in March, 1864, and 
had been promoted from one post to another until he occupied the position of 
secretary and accountant at the time of his death. Mr. A. P. Crouch and Mr. 
E. C. Geale have been appointed respectively secretary and accountant. Mr. 
John Bailey, also connected with the company since its formation and who was 
for about 85 years the works manager at Silvertown, has retired from active 
service as from October Ist last, a retirement well earned after a long period 
devoted to the company's interests. Mr. Bailey was succeeded by Mr. P. M. 8. 
Brodie, who has been with the company since 1872. Colonel A. Weston Jarvis, 
having returned from military duty in South Africa, was re-appointed & 
director, and Mr. John Young Buchanan, became an extraordinary director. 
Major Leonard Darwin and Mr. Charles H. Moore retire by rotation, and offer 
themselves for re-election. 


Nernst Electric Light, Ltd. 


THE directors’ reportito be presented at the fourth annual meeting 
on Tuesday, December 15th, at the Westminster Palace Hotel, at 
2.30 p.m., reads :— 


The directors have pleasure in submitting the report and balance-sheet for 
the year ended September 80th, 1903, showing the profit resulting from the first 
complete year's trading. The returnof lamps sold in the company's districts 
as well as in England, during the period under review, shows an increase, and 
the working expenses have been further reduced. As the experimental shops 
and laboratory have been closed, owing to the altered policy of the company, 
the directors acting on the advice of their auditors, have ndded the sum which 
previously appeared on the balance-sheet under these headings to the develop- 
ment suspense acccunt, which thus stands at £17,355 18. ld. As it is clear that 
8 considerable proportion of the above will have to be met before future profits 
can be distributed, the directors are of opinion that the balance is not available 
for dividends. The board consider that the shareholders would be acting 
wisely in reducing the capital of the company, so that it might represent more 
accurately tbe available assets. As already announced, the scheme formulated 
by a section of the shareholders commends itself to your directors as an equit- 
able basis for distribution between the two classes of shares. The directors 
regret to announce the retirement of Mr. Hugo Hirst from the board; Mr. R.J. 
Wallis-Jones and Mr. A. M. Oppenheimer have been elected as directors. The 
retiring director is Mr. J. G. Dalzell, who offers himself for re-election. The 
auditors, Messrs. Deloitte, Dever, Griffiths & Co., retire, and being eligible, otter 
themselves for re-election. 


Power-Gas Corporation, Ltd. 


Tuz meeting of this company was held on 3rd inst. at Westminster 
Palace Hotel. 

Sir Henry Н. Fow er, M.P., in moving the adoption of the 
report, said that the corporation were securing considerable con- 
tracts both in this country and abroad for new inatallations, and 
extensions of existing installations, under their patents. The 
practical result of the accounts was to show a profit on the year’s 
business of £13,082. The board proposed to pay £2,000 off pre- 
liminary expenses, to pay a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum upon the ordinary shares, absorbing £9,388, and to carry 
forward £1,693—a slight increase on last year's figure. The com- 
pany's progress was slow. The engineering world was waiting to 
see the result of plants that had been started and to see the pro- 
babilities of the greater development of large рач engines. The 
company's managing director had reported that it was gratifying to 
see that many important firms in this country had now entered the 
field of the manufacture of this class of engine, and a great deal of 
the company’s prosperity depended upon their success. 


Electric and General Investment Co.—Interim divi- 
dends have been declared as follows :—At the rate of 6 per cent. per 
annum on the preference shares for the six months ending 31st 
inst., being 3s. per share, and at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum 
on the capital paid up on the ordinary shares, being 1s. per share 
for the six months. 


Stock Exchange Notice. — The Committee has ap- 
pointed Wednesday, December 16th, a special settling day in:— 
Havana Electricity Co., Ltd.—15,000 shares of £10 each, £8 paid, 
Nos. 1 to 15,000, and has ordered same to be officially quoted. 


British Electric Traction Co.—The directors have 
declared the interim dividend to September 30th last, on the ordi- 
nary sbares, at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, being the same 
rate as in preceding years. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


| Wednesday Evening, 

Now that the Stock Exchange has entered upon the final settlement 
of the year—a settlement embracing the Christmas holidays—the 
chief feature of interest is how steady prices can be kept over what 
is the most difficult part of the year as regards money. The revival 
in business promised for the current month is once more dated 
forward, but members of the House whose lines lie in investment 
departments are not grumbling as much as usual about the absence 
of orders, and in spite of the disappointing nature of the Board of 
Trade returns, the public shows a little disposition to look more 
favourably upon Industrial and similar securities. For this the high 
yields obtainable in so many cases are, no doubt, partly responsible, 
while a certain measure of satisfaction is also felt at the knowledge 
that Government borrowing in connection with the recent war has 
just come to an end with the payment of the final instalment upon 
the Transvaal 3 per cent. guaranteed loan. 

In the Electricity Supply section, City of London Ordinary are 
another 4 up, having gained the fraction that Charing Cross has 
lost. Notting Hill shares advanced à on dividend considerations, 
and Westminsters are inclined to rise by reason of the attention 
that is being directed to the cheapness of the shares as ап invest- 
ment. Metropolitans continue at 18, unmoved by the petition that 
is being circulated in Marylebone with the object of in some way 
evading the payment due tothe company by the borough authorities 
under the terms of the recent arbitration award. In the market 
this agitation is regarded with astonishment, the view being taken 
that, having agreed to arbitration as the best way for settling a 
very delicate question, both sides should acquiesce without making 
much ado, however repugnant to either party the decision might be. 

Home Railway stocks brightened after being mostly in the 
dumps. In the circumstances, it is pleasant to record a further rise 
of a point in Central London Ordinary. Metropolitans and 
Districts are both slightly lower on the week, theifalls in these and 
the advance in Central London Ordinary having the same cause for 
their mainspring. City and South London bas! dropped to 481, 
and again the dividend pessimisms have come into play. 

British Electric Traction Ordinary are a better market at 12 on 
the dividend of 6 per cent., having followed the Preference in their 
last week's rise of 1. The Debenture stock is being done at 1223. 
Buenos Ayres and Belgranos are advancing in favour in consequence 
of the remarkable rise in Argentine railway stocks. The Ordinagy 
shares now stand at 3!, the “A” and B” Preferences at 54 and 5 
respectively. Perth Electric Tramway Debenture stock was bought 
at 102 a few days ago, and North Metropolitan shares found a 
market buyer at 2,",, London United Tramways issues are 
unaltered, and Dublin United Trams kecp at 124 and 155 for 
Ordinary and Preference respectively.. The Dublin Co. is ordered 
to pay £1,000 damages to a lady recently injured on their system. 

Fresh weakness in British Westinghouse Preference has lowered 
the price of the shares to 4j, and business i$ being done on this 
basis. There seems to be no assignable reason for the fall, which 
now assumes unpleasant proportions; the delay in announcing the 
dividend, as we remarked a fortnight ago, is not at all relished by 
some of the proprictors, but as the notification is hourly expected, 
it may possibly have been made before these lines see print. 
Crompton Debentures are down 1 per cent., and Electric Constrac- 
tion Debenture has gained the same amount. India-Rubber shares 


have been in demand upon the excellent report just issued by the 


company, and are 10s. to the good. Several of the Alkali shares 
hardened upon the news that the trade war has come to an end. 
United Alkali Preference are 8, and the Debentures about 100, 
while Electrolytic Ordinary improved a shade to 10s., the Pre- 
ference being some 58. higher than the junior shares. 

Amongst Telegraph securities, Anglo-American Deferred has 
dropped a further }, the other two issues of the company remaining 
steady. The Preferred is in very short supply, and the dealers 
find themselves hard put to it to get the stock which they have 
sold. A fair amount of Ordinary came to market not long ago, 
but this is undergoing conversion, and the scarcity >t Preferred is 
strongly marked, although the quotation has not been allowed to 
reflect it. Direct United States Cable shares are down 1, although 
there is a talk of a revivification of the Yankee Market which should 
benefit the cable companies if the prophecies mature. There is no 
alteration among Eastern descriptions beyond a point rise in 
Eastern Telegraph 4 per cent. Debenture. In the Telephone list, 
National Deferred recovered after going a couple of points easier, 
and the 34 per cent. Debenture stock braced up a shade to 97. 
Orientals continue quietly firm. 


Commercial Cable Co.—The directors have declared а 
quarterly dividend of 2 per cent., payable on January 2nd, 1904. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Stock Business done 
Present or | Dividends for the last | losing Closing | week ended 
NAMB, uotations otations 
Issue, . Share. threo years, o. опа, 00. Oth, Dec. 9th, 
t 
1900. | 1901. 1909. Highest Lowest. 
200 ee aclegrep Ao Deba. 1 26 ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee "i M 2 — g . ee 
elegrap .'8 shares, Nos. 1 to 95,000 Vw "s v P 9 6 6 94— 9— ee ee 
119,700: Do. g do. 5% Debe, Nos. 1 to 1,250 Rel. 100 : m 70 — 80 70 — 80 22 vs 
788,840 | Anglo-American Telegraph ..  .. os ee .. Stock | Bi 618. | 60/6 49 — 62 49 — 62 i 
8,106,580 Do. do, do, 6% Pref. 3s vs бе i% .. | Stock | 6 6% 6 92 — 94 92 — 94 92 
8,106,580 Do. do. do. Deferred бв <s ès "ES .. | Stock | бв. 28. 1/- 71— 71— 8 7 743 
44,000 Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to a ee [E ee ec ee es 6 б 5 6 4 4 61 ag * 
12, 888, 800 Commercial Cab le ee eo ee . 0 ee ee $100 8 8 8 145 —165 145 —155 oe. 
Ero orae: 25 Sterling 600 year 4% Deb. Stock Red, .. .. x 4* i 95 0 — 8 90 — e 924 914 
e egre . ee ee ee ee ee ГЕЈ se дәр == oe * 
i 55 ‚10% Pret, ee ee eo ee ee ee ee 2 е 4% 4% 4% 16 — E^ Mc Ni ee 
, Direc panish clegrap oe oe ee ee ee ee ee 24 24 et * 
6.000 Do. do. 10 ꝙ Cum. Pref. се © eee d" b es "à Vs 1— 8 7— 8 ee ee 
; 80,000 Do. do.  4j$Deb. . .. .. . .| a ý . * 97 —101 97 —101 p i 
(60,7103 | Direct United States Cable = "| s | si | s% | 83% | 10—10: 10 — 104 là |: 
87,900 | Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. Deb, within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. | 100 sk Ji ы 99 —102 99 —102 5 ы 
4,000,000 Eastern Telegraph, Ord. 8 ee ee ee ee ee Stock 7 % 7 % 7 % 122 —127 122 —127 124 122 
1,965,565 Do. 3% Брос Stock ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 84 — 87 85 — 88 874 е6 
1,584,645 Do. 4 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ee ee ee Stock ee eo ee 105 —108 106 —108 1 ee 
800,000 | Eastern Extension, Australasia, and Chins Telegraph e œ| 10 |7% | 7% | 7% 11 — 11} 11 — 114 11 11 
830,000: Do. 4 % Deb. — Stock ee ee ee 105 —108 106 —109 ee — * 
800,000: Do. do. g. Mort. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 8,000 25 ee oe eae 99 —102 99 —102 ee es 
180,997 | Globe Telegraph and а rust oe p ex 28 А 10 6196 5196 T — 8i 8. 83 8i By. 
180,049 Do. do. Pret. C el. Sb € сеу н; E ч 191— 18 121— 18 1233 | 12] 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, p n 10 15 % | 15% | 12396 25 — 96 — P " 
62,5001 { Halifax and Bermudas Cable, 4] J 18 18% "Mort. Бем within Nos.) 100 E " oe 99 —102 99 —102 " E 
17,000 Indo-European Telegrap h P ee ee se ee ee 0 0 25 10 % 10 % 10% 87 — 40 87 — 10 oe ee 
100,0003 | London Piatino-Bracilion Telegraph, 6 % Debs. р „> ..| 100 оғ c ns 98 —102 98 —102 Ве 2 
1,988,888 | National Telephone, Pref. Dele Se ies?) wer. uses wel “oe | 100 5% | 5% | 6 J 101 —103 101 —108 108 102 
1,966,667 Do. о. Def. Stock oo ee ео ee ee ee 100 0 oe 44 78 — 81 78 — 81 77 
15,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. lst Prein. 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 14 148 
3,950000 ; do, 64 Мопсаш Bul Pret, 1 AE NE б Н a б ae 5 
е 0. on · um. . to 000 ee ee za x» b 
000,000; Do. do. 84 Y Deb. Stock Red. ( và T "S ..| Stock | 84 84 84 95 — 97 90 — 98 % 
600,000 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 20 100 4 4 4 102 —104 102 —104 1038 ee 
179,818 | Oriental Telephone and Elec, Nos. 1 to 171,804, fully paid ae 1 | 6 6 6 12— 12— 38 . ө 
59,000 Do. do. do. 6 Cum , Pret. ee ee 1 ee ee ee 1— 1 oo 77 of ee ee 
100,000: Pacific and European Tels 4 96 uar, Debs., 1 to 1,000 ` ee ee 100 eo ee eo 97 —100 97 —100 ee ee 
11,889 Reuter's ae ee eo 0 0 ee ee ee ee 8 6% 5 ео 64— 75 64— 18 ee ee 
8,808 Submarine Cables Truss oe eo ee oo ee ee ое Cert. ee oe ee 116 —121 116 —12¹ . 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone : 9 6 71% 1 96 7 96 6 a 6 54 58 
40,000 Do. do. 5 Cum. Pret, Nos. 1 40 40,000  .. 6 i: .. M 56 4i(— 57 e. 
179,9471 Do. do. Debs. eo ee ee ee ee Stock ee ee ee 1 —107 104 —107 е ee 
15,009 | West African Telegraph, d Ve 10 es © 2% 6 — 6 5 — 6 8 e 
22 | Western Tele pir La or T o aj. ee by Bras. SUb, rd. 10 vr TX qx | , | Ч | im | odi 
U ев m egra U е3 os. 1 ee ee @e 
76,0002 Do, 985 T Debs. ind series, 1906 . Е р ..| 100 ee ee oe 100 —108 100 —108 100 90 
rr ү PIS а Panama T I nbn ee ee ee ee E i% ee oe 98 —101 98 —101 oe oe 
' es An elegra oo ee oe ee ee eo 7 ee a vo ee ee 
84,568 Do, do. Со. 184 Pre. 10 2 i ө = d 3— d & l 
4,009 Do, do. do, 6 Cum. 2nd Pref. e. 8 10 ee ee ee 4— 5 4— 6 b T 
80,0001 Do, do, do, 6 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 ee 100 ee ee ee 101 —104 101 —104 ° ee 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES, 


20,000 | British Aluminium 7 * Cum. Pref. oe T os 10 T oe oe 44— 64 44—, 63 ..)с | 8. 
800, 0002 Do. do. 5% 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red, гё e | Shock m NS os 88 — 92 88 —. 92 ‚0; ars 
100,000 | British Eleotrio Traction пре e os >. | |10, 9% | 9% | 896 114—.12 114— 12 12» | 11 
100,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. ee 0 e| @10 i n EE lii— 113 lig— 11 1113 n 
600,0001 Do. do. 5 % Perpetual Debenture Stock , e .. | Stock 82 К ON 190 —123 . 190 —123 1223 121 
100,000 | British Insulated and Helsby Cables es ee 98 es bs b 15,5 10 10 6 — 6 6 — 6% T m 
100,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pret. өе ee ee ee ee 6 se ee ee 54— 57 54— b4 oe ee 

60,000 Do. do. 44% lst Mort. Deb. Red... ео ee ee 100: ео ee ee 108 —108 108 —108 ee oe 

60,000 |TBrowett, Lindley & Co., Ord. .. ee 4% ЗЕ FS £1 8° ‘Nil Vs ya АДЕ, T T 

60,000 1 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pret. ee ee ee ee 21 8 6 oe 14/6 to 15/ 3 [6 to 1 [6 ee ee 
106,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, Ord.,1t0105,781.. .. . «| 3 | & N Nil — 2 13 : : 
150,000 Do. o. Non- cum. 6 % Pref, те, cd» ae 3 6 8% 6% li— 1 D 811— 1i oe Vs 
196,000: Do. do. 44 % Perp. Deb. Stock . eo £2 | Stock e M s 97 —100 «97 —100 ; E 80 
195,000; Do. 55 Stock ee ee Stock ee eo ee (84 — 89 84 — 89 Е ee 

85,000 Callender's Cable Ga бай ора св T в id #4 b 16% W% |15 96 11 — 14 11 — 12 " £s 

40,000 Do. do. do. 5% Cum. Pref. СЕЈ 6 ee ee oe 654— 52 5 53 ae * 

90,0001 Do. do. do. 44 96 1st Mort, Deb. Stock Red. | Stock E is i 100 —110 106 —110 Ў 

1,960,014 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock e. eee 5.» — ve | Stock Am 4% | 4 92 — 95 ‚598 — 96 944 . 
494,008 Do, do, 4 % Prei. Stock ee ee ee ec Stock ee 4 4 99 —102 } 99 —102 e 
494,998 Do, do. Det. do. o | Воск | .. 4 4 96 — 99 4496 — 99 98 
1,860,000 ` | City and South London Railway ..  .. во ве T .. | Stock | 13 3 8i 49 — 61 47 — 50 49 47% 
85,000 | Crompton & Co., ца, : to 65, uM Mur arsi. 1 8 8 7% 5 11— 24 L. 2} 92 ва 
Я st Mort. Reg "m o an s EE TN 
100,000: | { 901 to 11,000 of #60 red. L e — | ee E. 18 ө L 

99,261 | Edison & Swan United Eleo. Light, A shares, 28 pald, 1 to 99, = rr 5 % Nil 2 0 — 2 0 — 74 E i 

17,189 Do. do, ' A” shares, 01—017,189.. E 96 Nil is 81— 2 1— 2 is is 
844,0281 Do. do, 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 1100 tae з ss E 72 — 77 22 — Т 723 123 
100, 0004 Do. do. 5 % 2nd Deb, Stock Prov. Certs. ‘all pa. 100 ee 8 ee ee „16 = 81 476 mm 81 LEA [EI 
112,100 |Electrio Construction, 1 to 112,100 .. wa Ew xS :3 6 6. 6% . 1 12 14— 1} Ex 

81,800 Do. do. 1% Cum. Pref., 1 #0 81,890 ee ee ee :9 тае ee ee "t 8. 7 24— 8 oe oe 

82,5001 Do. do. 4% Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock id .. Btock| `.. V a 97 —100 [1| (97 —100 994 983 

25,000 | General Electric os (1900), ; % Cum. Pref, = 958 410 5 96 5 % 5 96 р 92— 104 „9 — 10} e " 
200,000 Do. 4 % Mort. Deb. ee ee ee ec Btock, oe Tt "e _96 ons 99.0 196 T 99, ы 

85,000 Henley’ s (W. T) ) Telegraph Works, Ord. Sa - ee oo |66 20% | 2% [20 % 411 — 15 ( 14 — 16 14 

86,000 Do. do, 44 % Pret. . eS .]|255 | 4% » .. «6— 5 1 

48,060 Do. do. 44 Mort. Deb, Stock -" Stock s - 108 —112 ð.. 08 —112 x 

50,000 | India-Rubber, Gutte-Percha & Telegraph Works v "E 10 10,95 110% |10 96 18 — 19 164 — 193 18} A 
228 ТР m RUNE do. без do. 4% 1st Mort. Deb. 100: " iis ца pc .c | 100 95 М: vs 

500 wer pOO чет Railway, rd. oe ИС oe ee oe 10 t M 11— ee oe 

10,000 |t Do. do. Pret. 210 pad. і 10° 9 i d. (101— 102 é 105 — 102 з ка 

87,850 ele 8 and Maintenance.. “19 173% | 290% | 30% ' Bi, — B7, . 84 — 81 843 кя 
150,0001 Lo. 4 9% Deb. Bds., Nos. 1 to 1,,00 Rd. 1909 | 100 e.. M 2 101 —104 0 101 —104 ү: 2d 
640,000 | Waterloo A- Oi Railway, Ord. Stock oe оо ә» 3 ñ—) | 100 8% | 8% | 3% 91 — 914, t| 91 — 94 93 vs 

t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. | Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share List. 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, (September 8rd. 1908). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued). —ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


NAMB, ; or erp it tetions week ended 
issue, Share, | lan three years. Des. d. с. 9th. | Deo. 9th, 1908. 
t 1900. 1901. 1903. i Saenen Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. еси Ligh ка es ds 1 $« aie EM á oe 
10000 Bs xp E 44 Lich Deb. вик Р v. ^ .. | 100 i T Š це 1 пе 10 - oe 
h ompton ensington ectric $ up., 1 $0 R^.» Б 8 | 8 -. . 
50'000 Charing Come and Geen’ Electric Supp! 1% ` db élo м 14 10 % гв 10 i 7 79а 
088 ап арр ae — — в 
70,000 bo. do. Ф, d 5 Cum. Pref. ee 6 ec ee a 51 54— 51 е9 
40,000 Do. do. “ City Undertaking " Cum. Pref. ees 5 ee ee e 4 Б 44— ve $ 
250,000 Do. do. 4 Deb. Stock Red. se ee ee ee 100 ee . 105 —107 106 —107 е9 
44,496 *Chelsea Electricity Supply, ee в ee ee ee ee 6 5396 4 96 44% 5)— 6 58 z 
7060 | City of Londo Electro I Li ero Mur 110 s.. 0 5% | 5% 110— 108 110 — 104 Org | 10 
ity o n 0 1— - ss = 
дою | d ^ $ Cum Brat io 000 к | ей һе e ш-и | gou ||. 
. е toc at ee ee oe . oe eo = T Е 
800,000 Do. 43 ind Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa., all paid . .. | 100 102 —106 103 —105 104 108} 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Eror, Electric 44 Pre , Ord. 1—40,000. . 10 4% 4% 4% 1 am 1 . 
20,000 Do. do. LI] » 40,001—50,000. . 10 a. es 11 1 11 . 
400,000; Do. do. Hi реб Btock А „ ; ; : EN 108 —111 108 —111 1104 | 110 
DOCENT DC RV MO M HL IIS. ilr AN CES 
undson's c Corporation, ares ET a ea 1 
90,000 Do. до. 6 Сош ‚ Pref. ee ee ee ee ee 6 — d 6 т» 61 s 
11,000 | & ington and à Knight bridge Ele Some „ 199% |109 | 10% M iii 110— 1 = к 
à ens and Knights e РЯ 
90,000 do. niet Ord Debenture Stock ,. | Stock 101 —104 101 —104 x б» 
110,000 | London Electric Bupply Corporation, L ae ae oe 8 . А А it— 61 oe ee 
49,840 Do. Е 9% Pref. ee ae oe 6 — — oe ee 
950,000! Do. do. ae 4 96 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Btock > 98 —101 98 —101 . А 
100,000 | Metropolitan Blectris Supply, 1 to 100,000 . 6% | 6% | 11% 174— 174— 1 18 176 
71,106 Do. 44% Cum. Pref. 1— 71,106, £8 paid 6 n uk 4 4 tfa 
230,000; Do. do. lat Mort. Deb. Stock oe ve oe ee 110 —114 110 —]114 б oe 
250,000? Do. do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red ee ee Stock es 96 — ее 99 ee еэ» 
10,852 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting e Рр m 20 1 6 1 184 — К en 
40,000 | St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. .. ds 5 6 144 14$ 143 14 — 15 14 1 14; = 
20,000 Do. do. do. 1 % Pref. 90,081 to 40,080 5 es à 73 - 83 1 ee oe 
150,000 Do. do. do. 84% Deb. Stock Red. | 100 s T ae 98 —101 98 —101 ‘ j 
19,000 | Smithfield Markets Eleotrio Supply, Ord... .. : ^ 6 " б 94% S— 84. B — 8 . °° 
50,000 Do. 4 % Deb. Stock .. | Stock vs ay 85 — 90 — — .- . 
65,000 | South London Ir Cen Ee DAC ew, Desh fee 6 : ae 14% ai— 8 8% - 
80,000 | Urban Eleotrio Supply, m m T is x 6 А s 2а .. -- 
1955 wW Do. Elociro В i Piy, Ord Pref, ее ee ee ee ee 4 1 1 ee 12 i — 12 i 12 saa 12} 
oe o jupp ee ee ee eo 1$— 
98.141 g & Cum. Pret. p |19% |10% % R — 8 — d 
М ei to Founders Shares. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, _ tC“ (ew: CMARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, December tn... December 9th. 
'в ава / dT hk. naa | [mot | Wee 
CHEMICALS, &o. | ey Ino ot Deo, METALS, Ko. (continved), — Price. Inc. or Dec. 
& Acid, Hydrochlorio ss .. рег owt, 6j- B g Copper Sheet "m ^ .. per ton 271 ae 
a 97 Nitrio ee ee ee ee per ct. 99/- ee g [Y] Rod.. „ oe oe per ton гп ` e 
а „ Oxalic.. ee oe .. рег ct. 82/- T e » (Electrolytic) Bars per ton £08 ош, 
а 77 e ay ee ee eo per owt. 6/6 ee в Т] oe Sh te . per ton £78 >. 
a Ammoniac, Sal per owt. oe в " " per ton £76 
: Ammonia, Muriate ( (crystal) es рег ton 283 10 s e i i3 H.C, Wire per lb. 234. 2% 
.. рег ton x f Ebonite Rod - 2 .. per lb. 8/8 2% 
á Bleaching powder . a .. per ton 24 10 ise н Sheet P .. per lb. 8/- - 
a Bisulphide of Carbon ve .. per ton 215 4 п German Silver Wire .. per lb. 146 s 
a Bo Е a . per ton £18 pe h Gutta-percha fine .. sx . per lb. 8)» 
а Вепко!е (90 %) vs &s .. per gal. 1j- as h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. per lb. 3/11 to 4/04 AM. inc. 
a j (50 ) zs wr .. per gal. 215 ix 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton 18 
a Copper Sulphate .. a . per ton is $ ,, Pig(Cleveland warrants) per ton 41/6 12 dec. 
a " te oe ee .. per ton 294 2 i , Fo i ER ee per ton From 411 ә 
a „ White Sugar per ton 58 $ „ Scrap, per ton 47/6 10 60% ae 
a uu 1 ex ee А ра eal ГЕ xe $ 5 Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. per ton е - 
a y D r $. ee per е Р ees 
a — (90% а 160°C). рег gal, 5/6 : Lead, English Ingot ..  .. perton | {+5 911 10 
aP рш in casks .. per Ib. 8d. oe , She ton 48 |J| —.. . 
а Causti 0 (75/50). ee per ton 294 ee A Manganin Wire No. 98 ae bs е ае Ib. 8/- oe 
a Bisulphate s .. per ton £85 - g Mercury per bot. £8 6 5% 
а ee .. рег owt. 236/- 1/- inc. А Mica (in original cases) small . per lb. 4d. to 1/6 ila 
a ышк Magnesia .. .. per ton £4 10 we " " » medium per 2/6 to 8/9 p 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton #6 10 А ; 5 e per ib. 4/- to 19 ae 
а „ 5 oe .. рег ton £5 10 T p Phosphor Bronze, plain castin per lb. 1/- to 1/23 - 
а Lum oe per ton £5 ee » ro bars & per 1b. 1/- to 1/8 e 
a Soda. Caustic (white 70 %) .. рег ton £10 16 ee » „ ktrip & sheet per Ib. From 1/1 - 
а „ Crystals n ee per ton 48 ЗА 5 Platin ung ка .. рег os. #4 © 
a „ RBichromate, casks.. e. per lb. Lad. ee Silicium Bronse Wire . per 1b. 9d. to IId. ee 
E Bteel, Magnet, acc'd'g todesc'p'n per ton £258 ee 
METALS. &о. $e » bars eo oe £15 to #40 
Tin, Block | ver ten 127 зло 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton 6180 ox g Ti, у» nt ae ee ре 4 £127 к ine. 
b " Wire, in ton lots .. per ton #168 - 9 » Foil .. .. per lb. 16 
b Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton 2166 ‹ » Wire, Nos. 1 to16 . per lb. 1/64 
р Babbiit's metal ingots .. per ton #48 to £180 8 p p White Anti- friotion Metals 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 19") basis per lb. 63d. “White Ant” brand per ton £42 to £63 ТЕ: 
€ , Tube (brazed) s . per lb. 83а. бе j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Corton, on sp'is per 1b. 8d. és 
e 90 53 (solid drawn). e ee per lb. 7 d. ee j 97 6 lea. Flax ee per Ib. e ee 
@ ге, basis.. ee eo per Ib. 7d. ee i 97 8 pl 10 lbe. Russian oe per Ib. . эе 
: Copper Tubes (brazed) ne .. per lb. 93а. sa jf.» 10 16а. Russian, single. per lb. Я а 
„ (solid drawn) .. per lo. Pd j 180 Ibs. Jute rove .. per ton 1 25 
9 Copper Bars (best selected .. рег ton £71 k Zino, Bh't(Vieille Montagne bud.) per ton #93 15 E 


Quotations supplied by Messrs.:—a G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; e Thos. Bolton & Sons., Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; 9 James & Shakspeare; h Edward Til & Co.; ¢ Bolling & Lowe; j Walter Н. 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby , Ltd. ; рт W. T. Glover & Oo., Ltd.; я P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; р The Phosphor Bronse Co. L 
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ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Week | Receipts tor | Miles - Week | Receipt for . | Miles 
Locality, ending de el. | ‘Total to date, | Miles Locality. а | de pes. Total todate, | Aias 
s &£" 4 £* * & £* 4 ££" | pet 
Aberdeen .. oe .. | Dec. 5| 1,0#6 | +251 | 88,817 | + 5,756 — g (South Staffordshire ..| Nov.27 | 1,017 | +406 | 48,551 + 7,656 $ 
Birmingham ee oe ээ 6 4,830 + 16 249,090 + 3,717 — — et : Swansea ee eo ee [1] 27 450 + 28 ‚645 + 2,0:.0 EEr 
Bournemouth ee ee ээ g 784 — — — 1 = =] S Taunton ee ee oe [1] 21 41 — 4 2,879 => 200 1 
Blackburn » 4 695 — 4 90 972 + 8991 | 19 712 є; Tynemouth  .. „ 22| 200 |— 3 | 14,870|+ 781 1 — 
Blackpool TER.: 269 | + 9, 36,798|— 184 — |3 2 eston - super - Mare. . » 25 28 — 6,644 | — 514 12 
Blackpool and Fleetwood , 5 182 | + 12 20,216 — 126 — | Wolverhampton Dist.) „ 27 846 | + 18,522 + 7,646 | 10g +8 
Blackpool and Lytham .. | Nov. 19 167 | + 87 459|+ 209 —|— & Wrexham HA el n 4f 111 — 4,205 — = |= 
Bolton ge is .. Deo. 6 | 1,566 | + 99 66.546 + 7,957 25 | — \ Yorks. Woollen Dist...|. „, 27 487 | — 15,731 — | 61 — 
Bradford .. ә © — — — — — 41 [+4 E Cardiff 28 | 1,794 | +287 | 69,4ғ0 | 4 19,150 14 | — 
Brighton .. .. ej nm € €96 | + 66 | 33,985 — 7 | — Chatham & District Co.| Dec. 3 479 | +155 985 | 418,861 868 | — 
Bristol ee ee oe 77 1 4.278 + 144 — ==» 98 —= d Dover ve ee ee [I] b 167 + 7 10,719 + 55 i 484 == 
Burnley ° ee .• 5 774 +142 — — — Dublin . . [T] 4 4,059 TT 81 117,188 + 1,894 | + 4 
( Barnsley District .. | Nov. 27 166 | 4 10 8,549 | — 20 — E East Ham % Soli » б 5 +128 ,985 | + 25 5 |+ { 
| Devonport ‚| o 27] 485 | + 69 21.910 + 1,13] 6 |— | 9 |Ginsgow .. .. „ 5 18,142 [+1083 359,462 88,111 66 |+ 
. Dudley—Stourbridge. . e 27 762 | + 58 | 89,701 | + 8,726 — | » | Hull es ә CIE ME | 1,804 | +147 | 67,472) + 3,866, 113 +1 
© Gateshead n 2 869 | + 6l | 41,&9| + 5852 | 102 |+ 2 | g Ukeston oe „| 2 122 — — — | 4 | — 
- Gravesend — Northfleet » 21 219 | + 46 | 11,499 | + 1,216 — |4 Isie of Thanet... К n» 5 221 | + 40 , 522 — 1,578! 103 | — 
$ Groenock—Pt. Glasgow w 24 508 | + 59| 26,008| + 2.188 7% | — Leeds 82 s ... „ 5 4,865 | +887 |199,918 712,118 41 — 
Hartlepool  .. „ 27 242 | + 86 12,809 + 84 +2 | B Liverpool! . Nov. 28 9.82 | 4418 488.457 116,970 108 | — 
c Kidderminster .. is „ 27 96 — 6,076 | + 169 — Manchester c^ Dec. 5 | 10.565 |+8181 | 421,949 7250297 78 | — 
o Merthyr ee eo ee [1] 27 190 + H 9,462 = 26 8 — H Newcastle ee oe ee ” 5 3 387 + 325 — = 17 — 
Middleton Vs 24 » 27 288 | + 14 15,097 + 1,841 | 83 — Portsmouth Ta „| „ 65 1,201 | + 86 65,989 + 3,961 | 144 | — 
д Oldham—Ashton — ..| 4 27 502 | + 10 | 27,008 | + 1,589 8 | — Balford l. „ T| 8,464 | +767 | 138,040 | 4 40,788 | 80 | — 
Peterborough oe T » 21 112 — 6,998 ES == |= Southampton са „„ В — 87 = oes 8 — 
T Poole ee eo 1 a 2 226 | + 28 | 14,124 | + 2,076 ot — |. | Sunderland Nov. 22 | 1,055 | + 88 | 42,776 2, 90 (+8 
Potteries ee ee n 27 | 1,644 | — 75 | 76,219 | + 8,487 — Сава London Railway Dec. 5 7,091 | — 50 | 146,101 | — 6.910 6 | = 
Rothesay. . oe ее " 27 — 2 6.846 + 2,601 4 -— and B. London Ry. [T] 6 187 — 364 61, — 9,890 0 - 
| Sheerness e „„ | n 25 47 — 2,856 — — Du lin and Lucan Rlwy.“ , 6 — +) 1% -= 
Bouthport s 77| 247 | + 44 | 14,920 | 2 2618| 03 | — iverpool Overhead Ry. „ 6 1504 | 4.84 . 88,250 + 9,469 671 — 
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


THE RESISTANCE OF ROAD VEHICLES TO TRACTION. 
(Continued from page 841.) 


II.— Suggestions by Mr. J. B. Diplock. 


The following suggestions with regard to trials of wheels for 
heavy traffic were submitted to the Committee by Mr. B. J. Diplock 
(member) at a meeting held at the Bocioty of Arts, London, on 
Friday, May 15th, 1903 :— 

Assuming that: 

1. All whee]s are coned or straight in cross-section ; 

2. All road are arched or flat in cross-section ; 

3. It seems evident that coned wheels on flat roads (fig. A), or 
flat wheels on arched roads (fig. B)— 


Fig. A. 


-e = — — — — — — 


canse increased road resistance in proportion as the wheels are 
coned or the roads arched in relation to each other, and that the 
same result is caused by inequalities in the road surface — viz., that 
wide tires do лоѓ obtain an even bearing throughtout their entire 
width, except on very soft and yielding ground. 

Starting from the above statements, and as the results of long 
experience and observation, he had come to the conclusion that for 
heavy traffic, wheel tires of more than, say, 9 in. in width have, in 
practice little or no material value as tending to reduce road re- 
Bistance or damage to the road surface, and he suggested that 
experiments might be carried out with a view to testing the accuracy 
of this conclusion. 

Assuming that 9 in. were adopted as a use ful maximum width of 
tire for heavy haulage on average;roads, he submitted the following 
theory :— : 

1. That the supporting power of a road is limited by the cohesiva 
friction of the road molecules or particles against each other. 

2. That this supporting power limit varies very considerably 
according to the material used in constructing the road and the 
moisture absorbed in the road. 

He would be prepared to find that road resistance up to certain 
limits of weight on each wheel (for each class of road) varies 
approximately in direct proportion to the increased weight on each 
wheel. 

He was of opinion, however, that if this limit of weight per wheel 
is exceeded so as to overcome the frictional cohesion of the road 
molecules against each other, then an entirely new set of conditions 
arises; and he would be prepared to find that road resistance would, 
under such conditions, increase altogether ош! of proportion to in- 
creased weight on the wheels. 

He urges that the Committee take steps to ascertain :— 

1. The maximum “ useful” width of tire for heavy traffic on 
average roads. 

2. The “limit " of weight on each wheel (for various classes of 
road) up to which road resistance increases in direct approximate 
proportion to the increase of weight on each wheel. 

3. The rate of increased road resistance when that limit is 
moderately exceeded. 


IIL.— Popers read at the International Congress on Automobilism, 
Paris, 1903. 


By permission of the British Association Committee & paper was 
read at the Congress by Prof. Hele-Shaw on the work which has 
been carried out during the past year. 

He gave & description of the British Association dynamometer, 
recounting the reasons why it was decided to adopt the one-wheel 
trailer, and then gave a résumé of the experiments which have 
been made. The paper was illustrated by photographs and 
diagrame. | | 
Abstract of Paper by M. GERARD LavEBGNE on Tractional Resist- 

ance :— Тгасііов Epjort—Springs— Effect of Nature of Tire Air 
Resistance Рошет required by Automobiles. 


Tractive Effort. 


In his paper M. Lavergne referred to the Report of this Com- 
mittee read at the Belfast meeting last year, and gave some parti- 
culars of similar experiments made in America. He stated that 
Prof. Ira O. Baker, of the Illinois State University, is of opinion 
that the axle friction is independent of the speed, but varies 
inversely as the square root of the load supported. Where the 
vehicles carried only a light load, the coefficient of friction was 
about 0:02; heavy loads gave an average of not more than 0'015, 
while with exceptionally heavy loads this coefficient fell as low as 
0:012. These values assume efficient lubrication; with indifferent 
lubrication they rose to as much as six times the amount, 


Concerning rolling friction Prof. Baker believes that the 
resistance varies inversely as the square root of the diameter of the 
wheels. 

The values above given for axle friction differ somewhat from 
those given by M. Forestier, who gives 0'01 for an ordinary 
bearing lubricated with cart grease, 0°10 with patent axle-box 
lubricated with oil, 0:005 with lubricated ball-bearings, 0:0025 with 
the lubricated “Philippe” bearings (which last-named are ball- 
bearings having small balls between the larger ons, thus obviating 
friction amongst the latter and ensuring an equal distribution of 
pressure upon all the balls). 

To thoroughly understand the difference between these seta of 
figures it would be necessary to know the exact conditions of 
lubrication and the nature of the bearings employed by Prof. 
Baker. 

М. Lavergne does not consider that the differences shown аге 
very surprising, as we know that the coefficient mentioned by М. 
Forestier has reference to a patent journal, the wheel revolving 
evenly in a plane, without lateral jerks, whilst a wheel revolving in 
leas favourable conditions—as, for instance, on a rough paved road 
—would give a higher figure. The most important fact snown by 
Prof. Baker's experiment is that the friction of the journal varies 
with the load upon the axle. 

M. Jeantaud made some experiments on road 1esistance with an 
electric vehicle. Such an automobile is eminently suited for this 
work, on account of the perfect sensibility and absolute accuracy 
obtainable. He used for these experiments a car having four equal 
wheels fitted with Michelin tires 840 by 90 mm.; the front axles 
were 40`0 mm. diameter and the back axles were of tempered steel 
in bronze hubs, the diameter being 55˙0 mm. The car with four 
persons weighed 1,780 kilos., or 3,925 lbs. 

At a speed of 15 kilometres per hour, or 932 miles per hour, 
this car required & current of 22 amperes at 80 volte—that is 1,760 
watts. 

If 15 per cent. is deducted as the friction of the motor itself, the 
energy of propulsion is 1,496:0 watts, or 149°6 kilogrammetres per 
second. 

Working this out in English units, we have a total tractive effort 
of 81 lbe. or 46 lbs. per ton. 

M. Jeantaud has calculated with Morin's formule and coeff- 
cients, 

First.—The rolling friction, by the formule, 


P 
pr =f p' 


in which f is a coefficient expressed in kilogrammes, varying with 
the nature of the road and the width of the tire, the value of 
f tor a smooth dry road being 0:010; , is the rolling friction; р is 
the total load on the vehicle in tons; and pis the diameter of the 
wheel. | 
Second. The axle friction by the formule, 
d 
m= 3 р ^D | 
in which s is a coefficient expressed in kilogrammes (varying with the 
mode of lubrication and the nature of the rubbing surfaces) and 


- being taken as equal to 0'015. 


d is the diameter of the axle, and p the weight of the car without 
the wheels. 

Adding these two resistances and multiplying the total effort by 
4'16, the velocity in metres per second corresponding to 15 kilo- 
metres per hour, the work done per second is 182274 kilogram- 
metres, or 1,320 ft. lbs. 

This figure would be that given for an iron-tired vehicle, the 
only kind employed at the time of M. Morin. According to M. 
Michelin, the advantage obtained by using pneumatic tires over 
iron tires on a road similar to the above would be at least 15 per 
cent. Taking 15 per cent. off the figure obtained, the work 
expended on traction is reduced to 154933 kilogrammetres, or 
1,120 ft. lbs. per second. This value is very near to that actually 
obtained, viz., 1,496 kilogrammetres per second (1,084 ft. Ibs. per 
second), and this proves the correctness of the values given for the 
coefficients f and s. 

In January, 1903, M. Jeantaud, with the same electric auto- 
mobile, between the bridges of Bineau and Neuilly, on a stretch of 
road just 1 kilometre in length, showed that the tractive effort for 
& road covered with thick mud was, as General Morin found, quite 
double that on a dry road. 

On January 20th, on the road in question, being then very muddy, 
the track was covered on the third speed in 4 minutes, with a 
current of 30 amperes at 80 volta. In English units this would be 
a mean speed of 9 32 miles per hour or 13:66 ft. per second, with a 
total tractive effort of 130 lbs., or 74 lbs. per ton. 

On January 21st, over the same kilometre, hardened by the frost 
and very smooth, on the third speed the track was covered in 
3 minutes 28 seconds with a current of 20 amperes at 80 volta. 
This speed would be equivalent to 10°80 miles per hour of 15°80 ft. 
per second, with a total tractive effort of 75 lbs, or 4277 Ibs. 
per ton. 

Thus the tractive effort was 42:3 per cent. less on the bard road 
than on the muddy road at the third speed. On the fourth speed 
M. Jeantaud found that this difference increased to 50 per cent. 

These experiments confirm those of General Morin and show the 
accuracy with which that ingenious man carried out his work. But 
they have to be made at speeds near to those used by Morin, and it 
is not atall certain that other experiments, at much higher speeds, 
under the new conditions of automobilism, so different from those 
of the iron-tired vehicles, would give corresponding results. 


Springs. 


When pneumatic tires are used, it must not be thought that 
springe can be dispensed with, as the duty performed by the tire is 


/ 
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quite different from that of the springs. The pneumatic tyre does 
away with the slight vibration caused by the wheel encountering 
gravel, stones, and small obstacles generally, but the height of the 
axle from the und scarcely varies, as the tire absorbs within 
itself these small objects. | 

Experience has proved that these small vibrations, if not absorbed 
by the tire, would be transmitted through the springs to the body 
of the car to the great discomfort of its occupants, and would tend 
to reduce the life of thetmotor, owing to the crystallisation of the 
parts subjected to strain. 

But the pneumatic tire will not yield mach more than 1 in, and 
is in consequence unable to save the car from vibration when passing 
‚ over a large obstacle or a deep rut; whereas the springs, with a 

resilience of, say, 4 in., would be well adapted for this purpose. 

Spiral springs have been tried with unsatisfactory results, and 
they can practically only be used where heavy weighte are carried, 
Plate springs must neceesarily be employed when ease and comfort 
are desired. 

It may be pointed ‘out here that the method of attaching plate 
springs to the frame ie a matter of considerable importance. . 
Gaillardet believes that the usua] method is not at all satisfactory. 
The ordinary practice is to use clips which are pivoted toa bracket 
depending from the frame, these clips being outside of and lower 
than the normal plane of the spring. From the bracket they rise at 
an angle of about 45° and meet the ends of the spring to which 
their upper ends are pivoted. The result is, when the wheel 
passes over an obstruction of any appreciable size, the axle rises 
under the centre of the spring, the plates of which lengthen 
(theoretically) and tend to form a straight line, and at once the load 
above is thrown upward in the same proportion. 

On the other hand, where the clips are so connected with the 
spring as to work within its length and under its ends, instead of 
beyond them, any shock given to the wheel causes the load to fall, 
and the loss of mechanical energy is less. 

M. Gaillardet is of opinion that the springs should be so arranged 
that each wheel is free to rise or fall independently of the others. 
When this is done, an obstacle under one wheel will raise that 
wheel only, and the centre of gravity of the whole car is raised a 
smaller distance than would otherwise be the case. To attain this 
result he proposes to mount the front axle on a single transverse 
spring, thus reducing the number of springs on the car to three. 

When the springs have been depressed by an obstacle in the 
roadway, they only return to the position of equilibrium after a 
number of oscillations of decreasing amplitude have taken place. 
It is advisable to spare the vehicle this continued oscillation, 
as, at high speeds, it causes the wheels to leave the ground, and 
consequently reduces the effective power of the motor. M. 
Truffault has taken out a patent for an arrangement to remedy 
this defect. The friction between two metal surfacer prevents the 
oscillations from arising. He tried a spring fitted with this damp- 
ing action on a quadricycle, which carried his son to victory over 
the kilometre to Deauville in 1901. ‘his spring has given very 
good results, enabling one to travel rapidly even over the worst of 
paved roads. 


(To be concluded.) 


LIVERPOOL ENGINEERING SOCIETY. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


THE thirtieth session of the above society was commenced on 
November 4th by the address of the president, Mr. T. L. Miller. 

As is usual in such cases, the address is a sort of review of 
engineering progress or development, more particularly of the 
branch in which the president is more directly interested. The 
cost of the production of power forms the basis of the address, and 
after touching briefly, and in a very general way, on tidal, wave and 
wind power, Mr. Miller gives some figures relating to water-power, 
of which the chief are the following :— 

Of the world's total water-power supply we know little: France 
uses water-power to the extent of 500, 000-H.; America 1,500,000 ; 
and Norway 263,000. 

According to Prof. Janet, the cost of water-power development 
in France varies from 4428 to £30, depending on the head to be 
dealt with. At Geneva the average cost will work out to £27 per 
H.P. At Vonvray, a 4,000 E. . installation will cost £11 per H.P., 
and at Vallorbe a 3,000 н.р. installation cost only £3:89 per н.р. 

The highest capital expenditure appears to be at Lyons, where 
the cost was £84 per E.., half of which was spent on hydraulic 
engineering works. 

At Vonvray the cost apparently includes electric generating plant, 
but it is not clear from the address if any of the others do. 

Dealing with the charges for power, Mr. Miller, quoting from 
various papers, gives the price of 1 HP. per annum from water- 
power works, as £18 at Lyons, and an average of £6 in Switzerland. 

There is nothing to indicate how the power is delivered, but from 
the context, it would appear to be electrically. At Niagara, the 
rates depend upon the quantity, rising from 032d. per unit for 
80,000 to 200,000 units per month; 0 375d. for 10,000 to 20,030 
units per month to 1d. per unit for 1,000 units and lees per month. 
In France and Switzerland, the cost varies from 1'05d. per unit for 
small powers, to 0 63d. for larze powers. In Georgia and Bouth 
Carolina, electrical energy for power purposes is sold to consumers 
requiring 1,00) H.P. and over for £3 2з. 6d. per horse-power per 
annum, delivered on the secondaries of the transformers. The 


energy can be used for 66 hours a week—3,432 per annum. If full 


advantage were taken of this, the cost would work out to 0°218d. 
er unit. 

Touching on the question of fuel economy, brief mention is made 
of the peat bogs in Ireland. There are,” says the author, one 
million acres of bog, 10 ft. to 30 ft. deep. which some day will 
doubtless be utilised, and will, in all probability, prove as profitable 
an undertaking as it has done on the Continent.” 

In discussing the calorific value of coal,a table prepared by the 
late Bryan Donkin, is given as under, to show the relative steam 
values of different priced coals :— 


| Water Cost of fuel 
; Cost of fuel d 1,000 gall 
к per ton. | "b. of quel,” . s 
Dust coke ... ias 5s. 6 lbs. 3s. 8d. 
Dust Welsh coal ... 10a. 8 lbs. 5s. 3d. 
Large „ W d 228. 9 lbs. 10s. 11d. 


The cheap fuel comes out cheapest, but to the cost there is, of 
course, to be added extra stoking charges, and also the increased 
expenditure on boilers to get the same evaporation as with the 
better fuel. EIN 

Turning to utilisation of steam in the steam engine, it is shown 
that no very great advance has been made in economy since 1840, 
when, in Cornish pumping engines, one 1..P.-hour could be pro- 
duced with a fuel consumption of only 17 lbs., and working at such 
low pressures ав 35 to 40 Ibs. per sq. in. Tables of steam consump- 
tions in reciprocating engines and turbines are given, covering much 
the some ground as Mr. @. Wilkinson’s paper. 

After touching upon gas and oil engines, the cost of producing 
power from fuel is discussed at some length. He showed the im- 
provement that had been effected since 1894, when Colonel 
Crompton prophesied that the day would come when, with an 
output of 5,000,000 B.O.T. units per annum, the cost of production 
and distribution in places where coal coste 20s. per ton, would work 
out at 1:324, of which the works cost would be 0'75d. At that 
time the record was held by Manchester with a works cost of 1:49d. 
Mr. Hammond in 1898 prophesied that the total costs at Leeds would 
fall to 0°75d., when an output of 5,000,000 units per annum was 
reached. 

Last year the actual figure for Leeds, with an output of 4i 
million units was 0:894; Bootle, with 14 millions was 0:88; Bolton, 
with 32 millions was 0:81, and Bradford, with an output of 9 million 
units, worked out to 0°75d. per unit. | | 

For purely traction work the works cost at Dublin, with an out- 
put of 74 million units are 0:62d., and at Glasgow, with 103 millions, 
the works coets are 0:608. These figures represent the cost of energy 
delivered to the switchboard and do not include distribution losses. 

The only power scheme which has been in operation for one year 
is Newcastle-on-Tyne, where the station costs аге 0:324d. per unit 
delivered at the switchboard. The charges for power by this com- 
pany are £3 10s. per annum per Kw. demanded, plus 0:35d. per 
unit. “This,” says, Mr. Miller, is equivalent to 2°65d. per unit for the 
first hour's supply at maximum demand, and 0°35d. per unit for the 
subsequent supply.” How many people have been misled and con- 
fused by this expression, "first hour's supply." What does it mean 
— first hour per day, per week, per quarter, or what? No wonder 
the lay mind fails to grasp the inner meaning of the “maximum 
demand " system, when the president of a scientific society describes 
it so loosely. : 

Dealing with isolated installations, the following figures are 
given. At Vickers, Sons & Maxim's two works, the works cost are 
respectively 0:579d. and 0:469d. per unit. At Cadbury's works, with 
Mond producer gas (without recovery plant) the works cost, per unit 
is 0:344d. 

In conclusion, Mr. Miller referred to the waste energy in blast 
furnace gas which it has been estimated is, in the world's furnaces, 
equal to 6,400,000 1. . ., reckoning on an output of 40,000,000 tons 
of iron a year. 


ео —— ...... — TI Qn UDCdRE 


MECHANICAL STOKERS. 


A РАРЕВ on the above subject was read by Mr. Albert Gay before the 
Society of Engineers on Novembsr 30th at the Royal United Service 
Institution. The paper was well illustrated, but Mr. Gay was some- 
what inconclusive. Various stokers were referred to, including the 
chain grate, Vicars, the underfeed, the Erith and the E.S. stoker, 
Meldrum’s and Proctor's. The principal thing shown was, that 
mechanical stoking enabled a cheaper class of coal to be burned, and 
their economy, therefore, arose from this fact. Mr. Gay presented 
a large number of questions and answers which he had obtained 
from various chief engineers, which were also very diverse and 
inconclusive.  . 

After referring to the general desire and the various attempts to 
bring about the more economical utilisation of energy in general 
and of electrical energy in particular, the author preceeded to 
show that in order to obtain the best results from coal, perfect com- 
bustion was essential. He pointed out, however, that though that 
result might be possible, in the laboratory, under ideal condit:ons, 
the means of obtaining it in every-day practice had yet to be dis- 
covered. He observed, however, that good work bad been done, 
and proceeded to describe the necessary requirements of an ideal 
mechanical stoker. He then described various appliances of 
the kind, the aim of the makers of which was to approach the ideal 
as nearly as possible. He divided the different kinds of mecbanical 
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stokers into two main types, viz., top-feed and under-feed; the 
former being divided again under the sub-divisions of sprinklers 
and cokers. 

' Tables of tests of hand firingand mechanical firing were given, some 
from tests conducted by the author, and others obtained from makers 
of the appliances, and there was seen to be a general agreement 
between them. The tables indicate that with coal having a calorific 
value of 12,000 to 13,000 B. Th. U per lb., fired mechanically, the 
result is nearly equal to coal hand-fired, having a calorific value of 
14,000 to 14,500 B.Th.U., and that by using a lower grade coal than 
could be economically fired by hand, a saving of from 6s. to 7s. per 
ton might be effected. The author left for discussion the problem 
of high-grade and low-grade coal where railway carriage (as in 
London) forms а large part of the actual cost delivered. 

The advantages claimed by makers and the disadvantages 
claimed by tome users were also dealt with. While the author 
generally indicated his appreciation of the improved economy of 
mechanical over hand firing, he apparently is not at present satisfied 
with the reliability and cost of up-keep of stoking appliances. 

In the discussion, Mr. Rosenthal pointed out that with the large 
boilers now used, one or other of the fire doors would be open 
almost all the time, and it was also difficult to get coal to the 
boilers, and so on, though we presume coal conveyers will convey 
coal as readily toa hand stoker as to a machine stoker. He put 
forward tbe stoker of his company as a modified form of Jucke's 
grate, though we can hardly find where the modification comes in. 

He was understood to say that he was prepared to pay hand- 
somely for any suggestion for improving it, a challenge promptly 
accepted by Mr. W. H. Booth, who pointed out that the trouble with 
the chain grate was the enormous influx of air through the burned- 
out fire at the back end of the grate. This had been remedied 
by Mr. Eckley B. Coxe, who caused the grate to move over a series 
of box divisions of a trough which lay ander the grate. Air was 
admitted to one division freely and passed up through the thick 
fire in the grate above that division of the trough. Air leaked 
freely into the next division, and with difficulty into the third, and 
in this way the air was regulated to the fire thickness. He con- 
sidered Coxe’s device was the only hope for this grate, and it was 
very valuable, and he trasted to receive a cheque from Mr. Rosenthal, 
who, however, made no apparent endeavour to “dree his weird.” The 
same speaker pointed out, as a general principle, that stokers to be 
successful should keep their grates covered. In some, euch as the 
underfeed, and certain of the step-grate variety, the movement of 
the bars, combined with gravity, caused the fuel to move down and 
close up the bare spots on the grate. 

Mr. Watkinson had tried many stokers, and at present he was 
most friendly to the underfeed type. He supported the previous 
speaker as regards tte air leakage through the bare back end of 
chain grates, which he looked on as the worst of all stokers. We 
may mention that certain chain grates in use at the Bradford 
Electricity Works are fixed on a slope towards the back end, 
and this appears to be a valuable innovation, if not detri- 
mental to the grate in other ways. Mr. Bennis spoke well 
and at considerable length. We need hardly say that he is 
naturally full of stokers, and we understood him to say he could go 
on for a year, but he would spare us, and after a very interesting 
speech, which should be helpful to Bennis business, he promised 
any further desired particulars which, he hoped, would be quite free 
from the taint of trade, for he did think that, at such meetings 
as thia, trading should be abjured. 

There were few dry eyes after this touching appeal. When did 
ever a Bennie or a Proctor not black each other's metaphorical eyes, 
and in it all did they ever bring in trade? Perish the thought! 
Mr. Erith also spoke. We think he was roused to action by Mr. 
Bennis's figures of some 87 per cent. of boiler efficiency still being 
done, as Mr. Bennis added. But Mr. Erith did not allude to the 
figures, though we know they rankled. He may console himself at 
least with the knowledge that those figures were like certain house- 
bold gods, there for looking at, but not to be believed. At least, 
we credit others with the same incredulity which such figures 
always raise in ourselves. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


THE TESTING OF ELECTRIC GENERATORS BY AIR 
CALORIMETRY. 


By RICHARD THBELFALL, M.A., F.R.S., Member. 
(Abstract of paper read November 26th, 1903.) 


To Prof. Threlfall belongs the honour of “leading off " the session, 
with a paper on the testing of an alternator by means of a 
calorimetrical method devised by himeelf. 

The occasion arose through the necessity for obtaining the 
efficiency of a plant where structural difficulties, such as the field 
magnets being built on to the fly-wheels, rendered it impossible to 
measure the BI.. of the engine. 16 was equally impossible to 
couple two similar machines as motor and alternator respectively, 
aod the author adopted what appeared to be the only course open 
to him, viz., to enclose the alternator in a non-conducting casing, 
and to pump air through the system at a measured rate. Assuming 
that an accurate method of measuring the air current could be 
found, it would then only be necessary to compute the rate of 


dissipation of energy in the alternator, the temperatures of the 
air entering and leaving the system being easily obtainable. 


1 
The efficiency of the generator is, say, pee , where p!, the out- 
Р 


put of the generator, сап be measured electrically in Kw., and н, 
also stated in Kw., the rate at which energy is carried out of the 
system, can be measured with sufficient accuracy. On the latter 
point the author draws attention to the fact that m is the actual 
loss, and therefore an error of as much as 10 per cent. in estimating 
H would only cause about 1 per cent. error in a machine with an 
efficiency of 90 per cent. 

The author proceeds to show. that tbe energy gained by a kilo- 
gram of dry air in rising 1* C. at constant pressure under standard 
conditions is 993 watts, if the gain of temperature is a degree per 
second, and asa kilogram of dry air also equals 773 cb. metres, 1 cb. 
metre of air, if heated 1* C. per second, will require 1277 kw. 

Prof. Threlfall's first difficulty in regard to the experiment 
appears to have been the measurement of the air current, but the 
resulta of his investigations showed that measurements of large 
currents could easily be obtained within 2 per cent. 

The measurements were made by means of the Pitot tube for 
obtaining the velocity pressure, and by means of another tube and 
manometer, the latter tube being so arranged that it was subject 
merely to the static pressure of the stream of air. 

‘The writer was able to show that almost exactly half the 
momentum of the impinging air was destroyed by the quiescent air 
in the Pitot tube, and the velocity pressure р was, therefore, almost 


exactly equal to 2s dynes per sq. cm., where p is the density 


of air in grammes per cb. cm., and v its velocity in centimetres per 
gecond. 

Details of the experiments are included in the paper, and the 
author shows that the velocity = 12°45 yp feet per second, p being 
in dynes per sq. ош. The ascertainment of the velocity of air at 
а certain point in the cross-section of a pipe is, however, only the 
first step towards discovering the delivery in cb. ft. per sec. To 
find the delivery it is necessary to know the velocity at every 
point of the cross-section, and this is obtained by meansof a 
modified form of Pitot tube, with which several points across a 
diameter of pipe can be measured, and a distribution curve 
plotted. From this it is comparatively easy to calculate the air 
delivery. 

Fig. 1 shows the arrangement adopted for testing the 300-Kw. 
4. C. generator. The casing throughout was made of ;- in. tongued and 
grooved boards fastened to 4-in. studding, then papered over with 
paper faced with bright so-called tin-foil. The alternator wheel 
pit was also boarded round, and felt $ in. thick fastened over. 

A window and thermometer (1) were provided at the janction of 
the entry air duct and generator casing ; the opening into the fan- 
box from the casing was of considerable size, and the temperature 
was observed at several points in the opening by means of a standard 
thermometer (5). The air drawn from the casing was then propelled 
down the measuring pipe to the instrament (5). 

By ee the speed of the fan it was quite easy to adjust the 
air supply so that the average temperature inside the casing was the 
same as that of the engine room, the entering air being colder and 
the expelled air warmer, but owing to the stirring action of the 
generator the casing was practically at engine-room temperature, 


and errors due to unconsidered streams of heat were avoided. 


The subject of power measurement in alternating current 
circuits is one not altogether unfamiliar to those who were 
Members of the Institution of Electrical Engineers in the 
early, nineties. The trials with which the author dealt were 
made by taking up the power in a large tank filled with 
water. The current was led through iron strip measuring $ in. 
wide by r in. thick, stretched round large nails driven into heavy 
boards nailed to the sides of the tank. Care was taken to wind the 
strip in zigzags about 2 in. apart, and the ends of the strips were 
brought up to near the surface of the water with which the tank was 
filled, so as to give some freedom of adjustment of resistance. Con- 
nection was made to heavy copper ribbon, or bar, which projected 
from the mains to the depth of about 2 ft. under water. It was 
supposed that there might possibly be some doubt in the minds of 
the parties concerned as to the electrical measurement of the power, 
and consequently the tank was provided with about 250 ft. of thin 
2-in. leaden piping arranged so as to expose its full surface to the 
stream of hot water set up by the current in the strips, the latter 
being, of course, nearly at the bottom of the tank. Arrangements 
were made for sending & stream of water through this lead pipe 
and passing the stream over weighing buckets. It is obvious 
that with proper thermometry such a power absorber is a huge 
calorimeter, and would enable estimates of power to be obtained 
independent of any electrical instruments whatever. In the result, 
the electrica] measurements were found to be so satisfactory that 
recourse to calorimetry was not necessary. 

The scheme adopted was the following: A suitable kilowatt balance 
by White, of Glasgow, was tested on a continuous current circuit 
ugainst multi-cellular voltmeters standardised by cells, and the 
currents directly measured by a potentiometer and manganin resist- 
ance tested by the standardising department of the Board of Trade. 
The constants supplied with the balance were thus verified to within 
& fraction of 1 per cent.—in fact, to within the range of possible 
experimental errors. The teste were carried out with about 80 KW., 
and care was taken to use about the same electro-magnetic forces 
with the balance as were subsequently used during the trials. As a 
check, two independent methods were employed. An oscillograph 
was procured from the Cambridge Scientific Iustrument Co., made 
according to Mr. Duddell's patents, and this was set up in a special 
observing house erected outside the engine house. The curves showed 
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that both pressure and current curves passed through zero at the same 
instant to within 2 or 3 per cent., i.e., as nearly as could be seen. A 
new instrument in the shape of avery sensitive hot-wire voltmeter was 
devised by the author a year before the trials took place. With this 
instrument it was possible to make measurements of the voltage 
accurate to about 1 per cent. with less than half a volt as the total 
voltage in question. The calibration of the instrument is described 
at length in the paper. | 

Some preliminary trials were carried out at the suggestion of the 
makers, a known quantity of heat being introduced, and meacured 


in the manner adopted; the loss due to windage and conduc- 


tion Along the shaft having been obtained, the average error was 
estimated to be + ‘37 per cent. In regard to the windage alone, 
the author found this to be 2 xw.; and he charged half of this to 
the engine and half to the generator. 

The testa for generator efficiency were then carried out, the 
method adopted being as described, and a summary of results 
appears in Table I. 


TABLE I. 

| Mean , Hest 

Date. Magne- | T. C.“ T. C. | Inlet temp. of supply 
KW. tising antiet casing mea- 

1902. current. Inlet. Outlet. А back and sured. 

| front. KW. 

Aug. 13 30142 659 | 16°188 | 32°19 | 24°2 2425 38°01 
„ 19 0 51:83 | 1944 | 3035 ! 249 | 282 25:04 
» 20 0 662 151415 | 2683 | 2112 | 2475 2720 
» 20 0 0 | 24°42 25:37 | 24°20 244 2:066 
„ 21 2192 57:5 | 20:17 3354 | 26:87 30:8 | 34:16 
„ 26 378 — 17°99 36:80 | 27°4 29:4 39°27 
» 28 378 — 20°28 38°51 | 29°39 | 3115 40°865 
„ 29 2624 612 | 2095 | 36:35 | 28 eo | 3310 3407 


Taking the test on August 13th, which was at the highest load. 
we can now deduce the efficiency of the dynamo. Allowing 1 xw. 
loss for windage chargeable to the engine, the generator may be said 
to waste 37:01 Kw., together with whatever Joss of power there may 
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ELEVATION. 


Fic. 1. 


be in the exciter. The output of the exciter appears as loss in the 
beating of the magnete, ana is duly included. Neglecting the loss 
of power or heat generated in the exciter itself for a moment, 
301:41 _ 
301'44 + 3701 
89°05 per cent. The exciter current was 65:9 and the external vol- 
tage 33°7, say. Assuming that the exciter efficiency is 83 per cent. 
—it was lightly loaded апа of a well-tested type—we may say that 


17 x 2221 E TS 
83 


we may say that the generator efficiency is в = 


its loss is Making this correction, the 
overall efficiency of generator and exciter taken as a single unit is 
E! = 88:03. There is in this case no addition to be made for belting, 
as tbe exciter was mounted on the end of the main shaft. The 
friction in the outer and inner bearings is perhaps unjustly charged 
to the engine, on the ground that the fly-wheel carrying the magneta 
could not work without two bearings, as stated above. On the 
other hand, the engine is handicapped by having the extra weight 
of the magnets to contend witb, i. e., the mass per unit moment of 
inertia of the fly-wheel is greater than it would have been had the 
wheel been designed for a given moment of inertia without the 
limitations imposed by the alternator ring. 

The question arises as to how the losses observed are made up. 
In the first place, the copper magnetising loss is small, being 
2:221 xw. in the test considered. In the second test in the table, 
vis., that on August 19th, the alternator being run on open circuit, 


the magnetising current was adjusted so as to give the same internal 
alternating voltage as had been used during the full-load trial; the 
magnetising current was 51:83 amperes, corresponding to a loss of 


. 2 
„„ = 137 Kw. At the same time the total loss 


about ~ (65:9)? 

in the casing was 25:04 Kw., so that subtracting windage loss, viz., 
2:066 Kw, as well as the Joulean waste in the magnet windings, we 
have 25:04 — (2:066 + 1:37) = 21:60 as the iron losses pure and 
simple, the iron being brought up to the s&me induction as d 

the full-load trial. Now, if we treat the loss at full load in the 
same way, we find the iron loss + the copper loss in main con- 
ductors = 38:01 — (2:066 + 2:221) = 317723. 

An estimate cau easily be made of the copper loss from the 
measured resistance of the alternator, making some allowance for 
"skin effect," which, however, is not important, the conductors 
being of rectangular section and four times as wide as they are thick. 
Frequency about 40 cycles per second. The copper loss at full load 
is therefore about 307 kw. Subtracting this, we have as the iron 
losses at full load 33:723 — 307 = 30-653, and at no load, 21:60. 

It occurred to the author that this difference might perbaps be 
accounted for by the iron losses in the cores of the magnets at full 
load. The machine had been purposely designed for a constant xw. 
output with varying external resistance and large overload 
capacity—necessitating a high armature reaction—and it was 
evident that this must mean considerable fluctuation in the 
inductance of the cores and a corresponding fluctuation of the 
magnetisiug current. 

As soon as the dynamo efficiency is known it becomes the best 
possible brake,“ and we may proceed to examine the behaviour 
of the engine. The engine in question was most carefully indi- 
cated over the period of the testa already mentioned, and the fol- 
lowing figures were obtained, the engine being a two-cylinder 
tandem gas engins :— i 

Gross total, 1 H. ses sas a ... 517 05 

Absorbed in pumping aud friction at no load... 70 00 (indicated) 


Mechanical efficiency resulting . 865% 
Mean power T ee — . 301 42 Kw. 
Dynamo efficiency overal = .. 8893 
Resulting xw. delivered by engine . 338°9 
Indicated Ww gi ji К? . 385°75 
Resulting mechanical efficiency 87:86 


This is possibly the most reliable result hitherto obtained for a 
gas engine of this size. 


The discussion which ensued was opened by Mr. W. B. Esson, 
who commented upon the novel method employed by Prof. Threl- 
fall. He considered that it would require expert experience in use; 
in fact, the method would test the operator as much as the machine 
he experimented with. He agreed with the author that the unas- 
certained loss (amounting in this case to some 3 per cent.) muet 
be credited to the iron loss in the cores of the magnets at full load, 
and this pointed to the necessity of connecting the poles right 
through if the best efficiency was wanted. 

Dr. GLAzEBROOK referred to the method adopted by Lord Ray- 
leigh in obtaining the velocity pressure coefficient; the difference 
between his figure and that given by the author was due to a differ- 
ence in the Pitot tube. Experiments showed that the Pitot tube 
gave vry accurate resulte in measuring a stream of air. 

Mr. Мовркү was interested in the experiments owing to their 
bearing on the problem of conveying gas through large pipes, which 
he was interested in. He considered it as an objection that the 
method would take too long a time to get a reliable observation, 


although it might be useful in а works. 


Prof. THRELFALL, in reply, assured his hearers that any one 
who could read a thermometer could carry out tke tests; if any- 
thing the greatest difficulty lay in accurately measuring the elec- 
trical output. Tt was not a quick test, he believed four to six hours 
under full load would be required to get resulta similar to those he 
recorded (i e, well within 1 per cent.) but an hour would give a 
rough test. The curve of velocities given in the paper was selected 
as one of the worst possible. He pointed out that, shorn of the 
many corrections which it was necessary to introduce in the first 
few tests, the method was a straightforward one, and would not 
suffer from inaccuracies more than other testa of a similar nature. 


— 


Abstract of Inaugural Address delivered to the Dublin Sect ion, by 
Prof. W. E. THRIFT, chairman; November 12th, 1903. 


The Chairman first dealt with current topies of interest, touching 
on the need for papers, the Institution Wiring Rules, the Nernst 
lamp, vapour- pressure engines, &c., after which he referred at some 
length to the properties of polyphase motors, 4 Propos of the new 
three-phase supply system in Dublin. After describing the Heyland 
system of “compensating” induction motors so as to give large 
starting torque and high power factor, the chairman showed that it 
had important properties when applied to induction generators, 
enabliug the letter to be compounded, to be made self-exciting, and 
to be paralleled with other generators without previous adjustment 
of the speed to synchronism. Various types of single-phase mctors, 
including the repulsion and series types, &c., were also touched upon. 
Prof. Thrift then turned to “recent advances in the domain of 
pure theory,” in connection with radiation and the constitution of 
matter. The rays discovered by Blondlot, he observed, fitted into 
the gap between the infra-red rays and the shortest wave-length 
Hertzian rays, and appeared to have the property of increasing the 
luminosity without increasing the temperature of luminous 
bodies The peculiar properties of the Coopor- Hewitt 
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mercury-vapour lamp, both as a source of light, and as 
a rectifier, were of great scientific importance. The discovery of 
the radio-activity of uranium, thorium and radium, however, was 
far more momentous. The respective properties of the a and § rays 
emitted by these substances led to the conclusion that both kinds 
were projected particles, the former charged positively, the latter 
negatively. Besides these rays, and a gaseous emanation, radium 
emitted a totally different kind of rays, and maintained ita tem- 
perature above that of its surroundings, and the disintegration of 
the emanation was found to result in the formation of helium. 
Radio-activity was probably a widely distributed property of 
matter, and had been obtained in a variety of ways. | 

The Chairman pointed out the remarkable ease with which the 
disintegration theory accounted for all the effecte produced by the 
radio-active bodies which bad been observed. Apparently the 
atom of such a body was unstable, and disintegrated, emitting posi- 
tively charged particles (a rays), negative electrons (8 rays), aud 
у rays, until a stable residue remained which, on account of its 
stability, could not be detected by the methods applicable to radio- 
active bodies. i 

The kinetic energy of the particles emitted in the a rays during 
the breaking-up of one gram of radium was at least as great as the 
energy set free in the chemical union of the hydrogen and oxygen 
required to produce 25,000 grams of water, thau which, weight for 
weight, no otber chemical reaction was more energetic. The heat 
continnally emitted by one gram of radium would boil one gram of 
water in an hour. 

The new method of investigation was immensely more sensitive 
than even the most refined methods of chemical investigation; we’ 
were actually within range of observing the effects of the disintegra- 
tion of a single atom of uranium, whereas the chemical balance could 
weigh 10!* atoms of uranium. 

Calculation set a limit of a few thousand years to the life of 
radium ; various reasons could be suggested for the fact that the 
substance was still in existence, such as the possibility that radium 
itself was a product of the disintegration of another radio-active 
bod 


у. 

Prof. Thrift then considered the attitade of chemical knowledge 
towards the new theories, and showed the bearing of the electronic 
theory upon the constitution of matter, in conjunction with the 
phenomena of radio-activity, his conclusion being that we might be 
within reach of a demonstration of the electrical composition of all 
matter; and finally he pointed out the immense field of research 
which had been opened up by the discovery of radium and its 
peculiar properties. 


Abstract of Inaugural Address delivered to the Birmingham 
Local Section by J.C. VaupREY, chairman, December 4th, 1903 


The Chairman commenced by advocating a common home for 
all Midland Engineering Societies, such as was already possessed by 
other professions in the Midlands, He then referred to the import- 
ance of Birmingham and the surrounding district as an engineering 
centre ever since Boulton & Watt built engines at Soho, and to the 
value of the Engineering section of the new University. Mr. 
Vaudrey afterwards discussed the causes which had hampered the 
development of electrical engineering in this country, as 
regards both lighting and traction; these rauses were mainly 
those of vested interests, and the totally different natural con- 
ditions obtaining in other countries, and our fiscal poiicy was in 
no way to blame. In his opinion we were now making up for lost 
time; standardisation and high quality of work were essential 
factors of success, and while practice was all important, theoretical 
investigation must be vigorously prosecuted. he general use of 
electrical power in factories was certain to come, and opened up 
entirely new possibilities in the methods of driving machines. Mr. 
Vaudrey doubted whether electric traction was being developed to 
the best advantage; municipalities were absorbing the tramways 
within their areas, bat it was absolutely essential that the outlying 
districts should be included in the networks, and there were 
оар difficulties in accomplishing this under existing con- 

tions. 

As regarded electricity supply, ful] data should be collected in 
such cities as Birmingham, relating to the horse-power used by 
means of steam, gas and eleotricity, to enable the requirements of 
future years ito be provided for with the maximum advantage. 
The development of large power schemes was an important matter, 
as the value of cheap power could not be over-estimated. 


O 


REVIEW. 


Messrs. WiLLIAM CLOWES & Sons, LTD., of 23, Cockspur 
Street, S.W., have just issued a very extensive code in three 
volumes, the first being known as the * General Commercial 
and Mining Telegram Code—Code I." price £5 5s. net.; 
the second as the Multiform Combination Telegram Code 
Code II.,“ price £8 88. net.; and the third as the **Cata- 
logue Combination Telegram Code—Code III., price £7 78. 
net. Oompilers—Mesers. Могеіпр and McCutcheon. - 

It has always been & source of great annoyance to mer- 
chante and other& to be unable to find words in codes to 


suitably express to their correspondents the message to be 
conveyed to them, and in this respect we think the above- 
mentioned codes should supply a long felt want, inasmuch 
as every probable variation in tke use of a word has been 
apparently provided for. In other ways the codes are also 
made of the maximum use by an index of words and 
equivalent expressions, thus enabling users to quickly find 
the most suitable language in which to clothe the idea they 
wish to convey to their correspondents. 

It would seem that the price of £21 and the bulk of 
the books must of necessity limit the field of sale, as 
merchants, other than those of the first magnitude, are as 
conservative in the matter of spending money on telegrams 
as on codes, and perhaps £21 might cover their bill for 
cabling for a year or two. 

We think, however, the work should find support for the 
reason that its. scope appears unlimited, and adapted to the 
use of all, and by reason of its range affords special means 
for saving in the cost of cabling. The best idea of the 
magnitude of the work may be gathered from the following 
figures :—Code I. (2,500 pages) contains 243,000 words and 
rentences, and 31,000 extra cipher words for tables, &c. 
Code II. (1,967 pages) contains 206,460 cipher words, eight 
arrangements of 125,000 numbers, and 960,045 economical 
numerical combinations for compiling tables, phrases, &c. 
Code III. is compiled for use with Code II. for catalogues or 
lists of articles or items (1 to 15,000, 1 to 125,000, &c.) in 
combination with phrases, quantities, prices, shipments, 
porte, &c., making 274,979 separate references. 

It is, of course, evident that the compilation of the codes 
has entailed an enormous amount of labour and thought, and 
we find on examination that great care must have been 
bestowed upon the choice of words with the object of avoid- 
ing as far as possible liability to telegraphic mutilation, but 
yet in a work of this magnitude it ів to be expected that 
many words should possess too much similarity ; for instance, 
we find the words kissing and “ vissing," also surely ” 
and “ purely," * heminario” and * seminarios," creation 
and *ceration," “scrolled” and “strolled,” **confected" and 
* connected." Then we think also “ wilful” is too. near 
“wilfully,” as they follow each other and practically convey 
a similar meaning. Again, we find words such as ** Ernst," 
** Victor," Mississippi, Wagner," “ Campeche," * Musca- 
vado," which it is generally agreed are not suitable as code 
words, being proper names. Wealso think the employment of 
the letter & unadvisable, as there are many instances where 
this occurs, e.g., appléger, ebénir, ebénoxyle, exténuais, 
fainéanter, pséphisme, séduction, &c. In the code we also 
note the word “ stichtach." We do not think any cable com- 
pany should accept this as a code, but as a cipher word, and 
as such it would be chargeable as two, and the whole of a 
message containing such a word would be charged on the 
basis of five letters to one word. 

No doubt, however, the work will be later reprinted, 
and in a second edition probably such instances as we have 
pointed out will be deleted. 

The volumes are nicely bound and well printed on bank 


paper. 


THE TESTING OF ALTERNATORS. 


Mr BEHREND, writing in the Electrical World and Engineer 
for October 81st, 1903, briefly reviews the usual methods of 
testing large alternators under full load conditions, with a 
supply of energy only equal to approximately the full load 
losses. 

In the method devised by Mr. Mordey, the armature coils 
are split up into two sections, and opposed so as to obtain 
full load current and full magnetic flux. Mr. Behrend 
pointe out that though this may not have caused trouble in 
a Mordey machine, it does so in an iron cored alternator, 
for the armature current, being practically in quadrature 
with the E.M.F., strengthens the poles opposite to the motor 
section of the machine, and weakens those of the generator 
section. Hence the motor field coils carry more resultant 
flux than the generator field coils. This causes great me- 
chanical] stresses due to the magnotio unbalancing, 
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Having noticed the violent vibrations produced in an 
alternator of the rotating field type, when running with the 
armature short circuited and the field divided into two 
sections, one opposing the other, Mr. Behrend, realising 
that the magnetic unbalancing was due to the armature 
current strengthening the motor poles and weakening the 
generator poles, applied the following remedy :— 

Instead of passing the same current round both sections 
of the field, he excited each half independently. By this 
simple method, although unable to get the right heating 
effect in the field, full load conditions were obtained for the 
armature. 

In one factory the rotating thrust due to magnetic dis- 
symmetry is eliminated by dividing the armature, not simply 
into two, but into several sections. By this plan both the 
strong and the weak sections are made to balance each other 
sufficiently well, and at the fame time full load conditions 
are obtained both in the armature and in the field. 

For example, a 60-pole alternator of the rotating field 
type, instead of being divided into two sections of 20 and 
10 poles respectively, was grouped in sets of 5 and 10 poles. 
This is shown in the following diagram : 


(О POLES 


When connected in the above manner, full load current 
was obtained in both armature and fields without serious 
vibration. We hope Mr. Behrend will fulfil his promise and 
show how his method can be utilised for the determination 
of the regulation. | 


NOTES ON ENGINE DRIVING IN ELECTRIC 
LIGHT STATIONS. 


By F. T. CALLIS. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS. 


IN no branch of engineering has the growth of the electrical 
industry produced such changes as in that of the design and 
buildiug of stationary engines.  Eugine builders, 15 or 20 
years ago, hesitated to attempt reacbing the speeds required 
by the types of dynamos then in пзе; the result being that 
large slow-speed engines were employed coupled to the 
generators by belts, or, later on, by ropes. 

The gradual development of dynamo design enabled a 
considerable reduction in the necessary speed to be made, 
and the increase of speed attainable by the engines being 
built for the purpose, brought the two units on to a more 
even footing, until at the present time belts and ropes have 
almost entirely disappeared, and we find the generator 
кчы a directly to, or in some cares carried upon, the engine 
shalt. 

In no other circumstances do engines run under such 
trying conditions as those obtaining in a large electric supply 
station, the larger sets running, perhaps, not more than four 
or five hours a day, aud part of that time possibly on a light 
load, though liable at any moment to be called upon to do 
full daty. 

Moreover, large plante of 1,000 n.P. or more, may have 
to be started and placed on load at very short notice, and it 
is under such conditions that skilful and intelligent handling 
of the plant is absolutely essential. 

In central stations where the supply is on an alternating- 
current system, farther skill is required on the part of the 
driver in running up an engine, as before the machine can 


be placed on load, the speed has to be adjusted until it is 
identical, electrically, with that of the machines already on 
load. 

It is very necessary that a driver should realise the 
seriousness of having to take a plant off load, thereby risk- 
ing an interruption to the supply. 

He should take a living interest in his engines, under- 
stand at any rate the main principles which govern the 
working of them, and be quick to notice any change in the 
behaviour of any part when running. 

Anything unusual that is noticed should, of course, be 
reported at once to the engineer-in-charge, for him to decide 
as to the seriousness of the matter, and whether the plant 
should continue on load or not. 

Too frequently when a man finds anything warming up, 
he endeavours to remedy matters without reporting it, for 
fear of being blamed, though very likely the cause of the 
trouble is quite beyond his control. 

This practice cannot be too strongly condemned, as if his 
endeavours fail he is compelled to reveal the trouble, often 
too late to save the plant having to be shut down and to 
prevent serious damage being done. 

Even if the evil be got over for the time being, it will 
most assuredly show up at some future time; this can be pre- 
vented if the matter is known and investigated at first. 


TYPES OF ENGINES. 


The engine most commonly met with in modern central 
stations is the vertical high-speed type. 

The prevalence of this design is due to the great advantage 
obtained through the small floor space required for a given 
power as compared with horizontal engines. The weight and 
cost per horse-power are also less. 

The majority of these engines have the working parta 
entirely enclosed, and are supplied with oil under pressure. 

In arrangement they may be classed as follows :— 

1. Compound engines with the high and low-pressure 
cylinders side by side, the engine cranks placed at an angle 
of 90°. 

2. Cross-compound, where the high-pressure and low- 
pressure engines are coupled to the two ends of the shaft, 
the generators being placed between them. 

3. Two, or sometimes three, tandem compounds driving 
on to the same shaft, the cranks being at angles of 90? 
and 120? respectively. 

In nearly all these engines the cylinders and columns are 
separated by a distance-piece to prevent heat passing down 
to the column and heating the moving parts and guides. 

Sometimes a chamber is formed in the column head, 
through which cold water is circulated. 

Another important advantage of the distance-piece is that 
the glands in the column head, through which the piston 
rods aud valve spindles pass, prevent the oil thrown on to 
the rods by the cranks being drawn up into the low-pressure 
cylinder when the engine is running condensing and is lightly 
loaded. "The quantity of oil lost in this way in engines not 
fitted with distance-pieces ia sometimes appalling, and is 
most serioas where the condensed steam is used for feeding 
the boilers. 

Another engine in general use is the open-front triple- 
expansion marine type, these in some cases having their own 
surface condensers, the pumps being driven off the тр. 
crosshead. 

By far the simplest engine at present in use, and doubtless 
with a large future in front of it, is the steam tarbine. 
These run at speeds up to 8,000 revolutions in the case of 
the Parsons, and up to 20,000 and 30,000 revolutions in the 
De Laval. | 

Plants of 8,000 n.r. of this type are now working. There 
is no internal lubrication, the bearings are oiled under 
pressure, and the running and handling is exceedingly simple. 


METHODS OF LUBRICATION. 


The safe working of all moving machinery depends on an 
efficient system of lubrication, and in the case of high-speed 
engines this becomes a matter of vital importance, as a 
tendency to heat on any of the moving parte due to lack of 
proper lubrication very rapidly develops to a serious extent 
unless dealt with at once. 

In enclosed engines the crank chambers and bed usually 
form the oil tanks from which the pumps draw their supply, 
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delivering it to the bearings, crosshead and crank-pins at 
pressures varying in different engines from a few pounds to 
as much as 50 lbs. pressure in large sets. 

Drivers should see that water does not accumulate at the 
bottom of these tanks, this being pumped out every day 
before the engine is started. It becomes necessary every 
now and then to remove all the oil and filter it, fresh 
oil being added afterwards to make up the correct 
quantity after removing the sludge from the bottom of 
the tanks. 

A certain amount of logs always tukes place due to some 
oil being taken up the rods in spite of the wiper glands, and 
also to vaporisation caused by the churning action of the 
cranks and the high temperature at which most enclosed 
engines work. Cooling pipes are generally fixed in the oil 
tanks to keep the temperature of the oil as low as possible. 

Where the cooling of the oil takes place on the discharge 
side of the oil pump, as in the Parsons turbine, care should 
be taken in winter not to turn on the water until the engine 
is moving and the oil in circulation. The writer bas known 
cases where the relief valve has opened due to this, the oil 
being cooled to such an extent whilst standing that it be- 
cme congealed and the pump could not force it through the 
pipes, 
Where lubrication is effected by means of oil boxes and 
trimmings, more attention is required on the part of the 
driver than in cases of forced lubrication. 

It should always be borne in mind that one drop of oil in 
the right place is worth many pints thrown out of the oil 
cups on to the engine bed. 

Boxes should be regularly cleaned ont to prevent an accu- 
mulation of mud at the bottom. 

No hard and fast rule can be laid down as to the quantity 
of oil to be used, as this will vary with different engines 
and also with the temperature of the engineroom, Cylinder 
lubrication should be used sparingly, especially where the 
condensed steam is returned to the boilers. 


STARTING AND STOPPING ENGINES. 


Too much importance cannot be placed on the necessity 
for having large engines thoroughly warmed up before 
Starting them. This should be done slowly, so that tbe 
expansion of the metal may be uniform, otherwise there is a 
risk of fracture. Again, if started up cold an enormous 
quantity of steam condenses in the cylinders and may pro- 
duce more water than the drains can deal with, or can be 
Jassed through safely to the condenser. The relief valve 
should pass away water trapped in the cylinder during com- 
pression, but this does not prevent a heavy shock to the 
engine motion, especially if the plant is being run up 
quickly. 

Where the cylinders are jacketed, steam is turned into 
theae for warming up, the steam traps draining off the water 
ав it collects. ‘These traps should be blown through occa- 
sionally, to make sure they are working. If the jackets to 
the I.P. and L.P. cylinders are fed through reducing valves 
it must be seen that these act properly, otherwise the pressure 
may rise gradually to that of the boilers, if the steam trap 
happens to stick, and this is not without danger to the 
jacket. Emergency gears used for instantly cutting off the 
steam supply to an engine should be tested every day before 
starting. When several engines exhaust into the same con- 
denser, it may be necessary, when starting up, to close the 
drain cocks, to avoid dropping the vacuum for the engines 
on load, ав, if these are fully lcaded, a serious drop in speed 
may occur. Under these conditions the low-pressure drains 
should be fitted with non-return valves, in which case they 
may be left open, as the valve will close directly the water 
has been forced out. 

In connection with the engine drains there is another 
point of importance in starting up. If the н.р. and L.P. 
drains discharge into the same main waste pipe, and the L.P. 
drains are not fitted with non-return valves, there is a danger 
of the water blown down the H.P. backing up the L.P. drain 
into the cylinder. 

Tbis same trouble is met with where the drains from 
piston rod and valve spindle metallic packings are all con- 
nected. The water from the н.р. packings backs up the L.P. 
drains and comes down the L.P. rods and spindles. This 
can be avoided and all the packings thoroughly drained by 
a judicious throttling of the H.P. packing drain cocks. 


The shutting down of an engive requires almost as much 
care and attention as the starting of it, and one or two points 
may be mentioned in connection with this. 

In large open type engines running at fairly high speeds, 
where the engine motion has not the advantage of the 
cushioning effect of forced lubrication, steam should not be 
shut off suddenly as soon as the generator is taken off loud, 
bat should be gradually reduced, so that some steam is 
passing through the engine as the speed falls; otherwise, 
heavy knocking will occur on the top and bottom ends for 
want of cushioning at the ends of the strokes. 

Nor should the exhaust valve be closed whilst the engine 
is moving at any speed, as air is drawn into the cylinders 
through the glands and drains and comprezsed on the exhaust 
sides of the piston by the energy stored in the fly-wheel. 

This has been known to put such pressure on the face of 
а large D slide valve that it was forced off the face of the 
ports, and the springs of the balance rings compressed to such 
an extent that the valve chest had to be opened out and the 
springs released before the balance ring could work properly. 
If a jet condenser has been in use and is being taken off load 
as well as the plant, the engine exhaust valve must be closed 
before the condenser is shut down, lest through any cause 
water should be drawn up into the exhaust pipe and cylinder 
by the vacuuta from the jet dome. 

It is as well, where a valve is provided for breaking the 
vacuum, to open this before stopping the pumps, as this is 
an excellent safeguard. 

The first thing to be done after the engine is stopped is to 
remove all trimmings from oil boxes to prevent needless 
waste. All working parts should then be carefully felt to 
ace if any have been working above the normal temperature. 

All oil pipes fastened on to moving parts and all set 
screws should be tried. 

If the screws fastening the clips round oil pipes are found 
to continually slack back due to tbe vibration, this can be 
prevented by putting a strip of cloth or leather between the 
clip and the rod. This also prevents the clip wearing a 
hole in the pipe if any slight movement of the pipe takes 
place. | 
On opening the doors or hand-boles of enclosed engines 
for inspection, the columns will be found full of oil vapour, 
referred to in Chapter 3. A naked light should never be 
placed inside the column until this vapour has dispersed, as 
with air this may form a very explosive mixture. 


(To be concluded.) 


THE ELECTRICAL FATALITY AT EAST 
LONDON (8. AFRICA). 


In connection with the inquiry into the circumstances causing the 
death of Mr. Ernest Carl Knobel, of Oxford Street, who was electro- 
cuted in a bath owing to a leakage from the tramway system, the 
following is an abstract of the report of Mr. John Denham. acting 
Government electrician and chief electrical engineer to the Railway 
Department :— 

As requested, I have now made full investigation into the cause of 
the recent bath fatality. 

The pole nearest to Mr. Knobel’s house carries three distinct 
currents. One, for supplying the arc lights in the streets, had been 
entirely shut off from the power station some time before the acci- 
dent happened. The second circuit is that for supplying electric 
light to private consumers, and is at 110 to 115 volts, alternating 
current. The tapping for Mr. Knobel's house is taken off at this 
pole; the lighting wires, first being led to double-pole fuses, fixed 
to the pole, are run in a 1 in. iron pipe down the pole, across the road 
underground at a depth of from 14—18 in., and terminate at the 
meter fixed to the outside wall of the front room. Teste proved 
that there was no defect in the wiring. 

The third circuit is that for supplying the electric trams. As the 
present accident was attributable in some manner to the carrent 
from the tramway supply, I carried out experiments under artificially 

roduced conditions, eimilar to those that existed on the day of the 
atality. As it was known that the trolley insulator on this pole 
burned out about this time, a direct connection was d y 
made between the trolley wire and the iron pole and the effecta 
were noted. Measurements were first taken of the pressure, if any, 
that might then exist between the bath itself and the water pipe, 
and there was found to be а steady pressure of no less than 400 to 
420 volts between the two. A group of five incandescent lamps was 
coupled between the bath and the tap; these glowed brightly, and 
the pressure remained the same, that very little resistance 
was present. Tests between the water pipe and the bath waste pipe 


‚ on the stoep gave 420 volts. From the water. pipe to the en 
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the waste-pipe where it emerges from underground into the gutter 
at the side of the road, gave about 300 volts. Incidentally, this 
showed the existence of a high resistance in the waste-pipe in the 
length between the stoep and the gutter. To discover what pressure 
existed between portions of the roil round about, spikes were driven 
into the ground at intervals. 10 ft. a and 8 ft. from the pole 
the pressure was about 10 volte; 17 ft. apart and 20 ft. away, 
40 volts; 30 ft. apart and on the side-walk no less than 
279—280 volts existed, and it was possible to feel a distinct 
shock when touching the dry earth with the hands separated 
2 or 3 ft. On connecting & lamp between two spikes 15 ft. 
apart on the side petb, it glowed brightly. On communicating 
with the power station, it was ascertained that the current being 
generated was about 114 amperes, with no cars running at the time, 
so that this current was passing from the trolley wire to the earth 
round about the pole. The deceased was to all intents and purposes 
in direct circuit with the trolley wire. The only substances in con- 
tact with earth and within his reach whilst in the bath are the wall 
on one side of bath, the water-pipe and tap at one end, and the 
water-pipe and rose above. The wall thereabouts is painted with 
oil paint to prevent the absorption of splashes of water, and if 
touched would not have allowed sufficient current to pass to do 
serious injury ; there only therefore remains the water-pipe, tap or 
rose, one of which must of necessity have been touched. As the 
medical evidence does not disclose any injury to the band—say, in 
the form of a blister—it appears probable that the onfortunate man 
may bave touched one of the spikes surrounding the shower noszle 
with his head. These spikes are 5 ft. 103 in. from the bottom of 
the;batb, and may bave been within bis reach. The experiments 
proved beyond doubt that the fatal pressure was communicated 
from the tramway circuit. The iron pipe, on its way to the meter 
on the house, happened to touch the waste pipe from the batb. On 
examining the pipe at the place of contact, a small hole was dis- 
covered as if burnt through by the current. The bath was thus 
directly “alive from the trolley wire. 

From tbe evidence it appears tbat, immedia'ely after the 
accident '' flames about 2 ft. high " were noticed at the bath tap. 
This was due to the current having discovered yet anotber return 
ronte, which tock the form of the chain wound round the tap and 
connected tothe iath. During this very brief period the conditions 
roust have changed somewhat, because suddenly the chain became a 
conductor and allowcd a fairly strong carrent to pass between the 
tap and the bath. This would largely relieve the pressure previously 
existing, but it was then too late. 

The accident must be considered as electrically unique, as an 
extraordinary series of coincidences must have been simultaneously 
present, the lack of any one of which would have rendered the 
original breakdown practically innocuous, 

1. Failure of insulator, 

2. The electrical resistance between the pole on one side and the 
water main and rails on the other, though they were so close, being 
too great to sllow sufficient current to pass to operate the safety 
device in the power station. 

3. The direct connection with the. pole of a pipe leading into an 
inhabited house. 

4. The connection of this pipe with another leading to the 
overflow of the bath. It might bave been touching the inlet pipe 
instead, and in that case would have acted as a protection instead 
of a danger. 

5. The outlet pipe being attached to a dry wall for most of its 
length, and the bath being on a dry wooden floor, were insulated. 
The insulation would be non-existent were a proper drainage 
scheme in voc ue. 

6. The inlet water pipe was directly connected to the water 
supply. In sume cases bath water is obtained from a tank not 
directly in contact with the water supply. 

7. The inlet pipe was not connected to the beth. It frequently 
is, sometimes by a similar chain to that which came into action too 
late on this occasion. 

8. A person muet be in the act of taking а beth; and 

9. This person must touch the inlet pipe during the time that 
the insulator 18 burning. 

As the pbenomenon of á burning insulator is quickly observed, 
and it takes but a few mirutes to notify the power station, the 
prriod during which all the other eight conditions must be present 
1s very thort. The only method of preventing a possible recur- 
rence of this danger in future, is to have all poles actually carrying 
trolley wires and all other poles that may become charged from 
poles carrying trolley wires, electrically connected by a stout 
conper wire, preferably to the tram rails or to some main water 


pipe. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Thompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 322, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


25,473. " Improvements in sensitive hot-wire voltmeters.” 
‘November 28rd. 


25,482, " Improvements in or relating to apparatus for obtaining variable 
electrical ignition, applicable to gasenyiner.” L. MkLLoR. November 28rd. 

25,525. “Improver ents in electric starting switches.” THE BRITISH 
THomMsON-Houston Co, Lip. (The General Electric Co., United States.) 
November 28rd. 

25.527. * Improvements in train-control systems." THe BmiriH THOMSON- 
Hovston Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) November 28rd. 

25,526. '' Improvements in speed-limiting devices." THE BRITISH THOM&ON- 
Hovstex Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) November 280d. 


В. THRELFALL. 


25,678. “Improvements connected with the adjusting mechanism of electric 
aro lamps used with cinematograph and other apparatus.” H. J. Dawson. 
November Ard. 

25,577.. "Improvements in electric aro lamps.” W.J.Davy. November 28rd. 

25,589. *'Improvements in and relating to electro-medical belts.” E. R. 
STANDFIELD and W. E. Kenny. November 28rd. 

26,591. ‘* Improvements in induction coils and transformers." V. W. DELvES- 
Ввопонток and J. A. Сов. November 24th. 
ae t Improvements iu electric aro lamps.” J. W. Ewart. г November 

th. 

25,657. "Improvements in lightning arresters, or devices for preventi 
overcharging in electric conductors." G. Zarr. November 24th. 4 

25,008. “Improvements in telephone systems." Faux, STADELMANN & Co., 
Lro. aud L. THuRNAUER. November 94th. 

25,609. '*Improvements relating to electric conductors or cables." S. G. 
BnowN. November 24th. 

25,698. “Improvements in bodies adapted for lighting purposes. and rendered 
incandescent by heat or electricity." J. H. Lapp. November 94th. 

25,725. Improvements in electric signalling for electric railways end street 
tramways.” . I. Rocers, E. M. Munroand H. BRECKNELL. November 25th. 

25,765. “Improvements relating to electrical recordiog apparatus.” D. 
CERVERA. November 25th. (Complete.) 


25,793. An improved method of agitating solution in order to quicken the 
electrolytic deposition of metals.” J. Spzkp. November 26tb. 

25,814. '' Improvements in trolley-heads for electric tramcara." W. WILLEN- 
BUCHER. November 26th. (Complete.) 


25,847. ‘*An improvement relating to d o-electric generators and 
motors." J. D. R. BLAIN. November 26th. ae 


25,849. Improvements in electric rheostats." THE British 'THOMSOK- 
Houston Co., LTD. (the General Electrio Co., United States.) November 26th. 


25,850. “Improvements in time-limit devioes for electric switches and the 
like." Tue British THomsox-Houston Co., Lrp. (The General Electric Co., 
United States.) November 26th. 


25,853. "Improvements in insulating material for electric conductors." Ti 
British THomson-Hovuston Co., LTD. (The General Electric), Co., United 
States.) November 26th. 


25,854. “Improvements in suspenders for overhead electric conductors.” 
Тнк BRITISH THomson-Hovston Co., Lro. (The General Electric Co., United 
States.) November 26th. 

25,855. “Improvements in electric switches.” THe Витівн THomson- 
Houston Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) November 20th. 

26,859. “Improvements in windings for dynamo-electric machines." Tne 
British THomson-Hovston Co., Lro. (The Geneial Electrio Co., United 
States.) November 26th. 

25,870. Improvements in or relating to electrolytic electricity meters.” 
THE Bastian Meter Co, LTD. (C. O. Baswan end C. Н. Churchill.) 
November 26th. 

25,925. ‘Improvements in electrical resistances.” 
November 27th. 

25,969. Ап improved safety device for ure in electric traction on the oontact- 
stud system.” W. GrirFiTus and B. H. BED RI I. November 27th. 

25.970. “Improved current callector for use in stud - oontaot systems of electric 
traction." W. Gnirrirns and В. H. BEDELL. November 27th. 

25.990. Improvements in and pertaining to electrical brush-holders." H. A. 
Mavor and Mavon & Сосівом, LTD. November 27th. 

25,994. Electrical shade ring-forceps." T. D. Frew. November 98th. 

26,048. “ Improvements fn railway rignalling by means of a liae circuit.” 
V. Cesar and E. Guarini. November 28th. (‹ omplete.) 

26,051. “Improvements relating to voltage-regulating devices for alternating- 
current electric lines." G. Finzi. November 28th. 

26,067. “Improvements in advertising appliances applicable for use in 
convection with telephones and for other purposes.” Р. F. ConkHiLL 
November 28th. 

26,069. “Improvements іп and relating to multipte electric motor control. 
T. vox ZWEIGBERGK. November 28th. 


P. M. A. MATTHEWS, 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. 
Thompson & Co., 322, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post 
free, 9d. (in stamps). ; 
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ELECTRIC Rainway System. F. Mismahl. 162. January 8rd. 

RAIL-BONDS FOR ELECTRIC RAILWAYS AND 'TRAMWAYS, La Compagnie Generale 
d' Electricitè. 258. Janpary 5th. 

CONDUITS AND TROUGHS FOR ELECTRIC CONDUCTORS, 
346. January 6th. 
ELECTRIC SWITCHER HAVING THREE Contact ARMS, Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
(Siemens & Halske Aktiengeselischaft, Germany.) 663. January 10th. 
ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE, PARTICULARLY DESIGNED FOR HEATING PURPOSES, 
G. H. Whittingham. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, January 
ы 1902, being date of application in United States.) 1,082. January 
15th; 

INSULATING MATERIAL FOR DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES, Evectric MOTORS AND 
Conpuctors. H. Oliver and G. J. Philpot. 1,529. January 22nd. 

ELECTRIC WIRING For LIGHTING AND OTHER INSTALLATIONS. F. W. Bayliss 
and J. R. Browne. 2,239. January 30th. . 

ErLEcTrRic Lirrs. J. Richmond and R. F. Carey. 2,483. February 2nd. 

ErEkcTRIG SwircHes. E. Knipping. 2,976. February 7th. 

Erxcrüuic RAIL. Bonps. W. E. Oakley. 8,167. February 10th. 

CHEMICAL RECTIFIERS FOR CONVERTING AN ALTERNATING .ELECTRIC CURRENT 
INTO A Direct CURRENT. A. Chaplin. 3,420. February 13th. 

INTERRUPTERS FOR ELECTRIC Circuits. G. P. MoDonnell. 8,719. February 
Mth. 


T. E. Devonshire. 


OBTAINING UNIDIRECTIONAL CURRENT FROM A fBiNGLE-PHASE OR POLYPHASE 
ALTERNATING CURRENT Source. P. C. Hewitt. «Date applied for under 
Patents Act. 1901, October 30th, 1902, being date of application in United 
States.) 4,168. February 21st. 

Srorace Battery Plates. W. Fairweather, 
Co., U.S.A.) 4,410. February 25th. 

Dynamo METERS. E. Weston and А. O. Benecke. 4,444. February 25th. 

ELECTRIC Stor Motions ron Drawixa FRAMES. J. Nelson. 6,125. March 5th. 


(The General Storage Battery 


. TRANSMITTERS FOR USE IN TELEGRAPHY. M. Koytra. 6,188. March 5th. 


ELECTROLYTIC Zincinad Process. I. Skirmay and L. von Kollerich. 6,448 
March 9th. 

LUMINOUR-VAPOUR ErkEcTRIO Lames, W. Fairburn-Hart. (The General Elec 
Co., United States.) 5,545. March 10th. 

ErEcTRO-THERMIC StrcicaL Forcers. A. J. Downes. 5,606. March 10th. 

ELECTRO-PLATING OF MEeTALS J. Schiell. 5,693, March 11th. 

Lamps WITH ELECTRIC LIoHTING’ DEVICE AND SUPPLEMENTAL Wick. А. L. 
Lind and С. Н. Carlsson. 5,098. March lith. 
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WILLIAM GILBERT, OF COLCHESTER. 


Ir is but а few months since the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers did homage at the tomb of the great Alessandro 
Volta, in Italy ; last week, on December 10th, the Institu- 
tion commemorated the 300th anniversary of the death of 
one who preceded Volta by two centuries—William Gilbert, 
the father of electric science, who was born in Colchester 
in 1544, and died there in 1608. 

The son of well-to-do parents, William Gilbert received 
а liberal educition. He graduated as Doctor of Medicine at 
Cambridge in 1569, and travelled on the Continent for 
three years. Afterwards he settled in London, and quickly 
acquired a high standing in his profession, becoming President 
of the Royal College of Physicians in 1599, and physician 
to Queen Elizabeth in 1601. A man of marked independence 
of thought, Gilbert scorned empirical methods and idees, 
and rested his faith on experimental observations and 
inductive reasoning, anticipating by many years Francis 
Bacon, who is so commonly regarded as the founder of experi- 
mental science. 

Apart from his medical accomplishments, the life work of 
Dr. Gilbert was the study of the science of magnetism. In 
his day innumerable superstitions and idle fancies were 
associated with the loadstone; these he oombeted with 
vigour. But far more important were his original dis- 
coveries relating to the properties of magnets in general, 
which were embodied in his famous work, * De Magnete," 
published in 1600. Having regard to the times in wbich 
he lived, and to the ideas then prevalent, this work must be 
admitted to be one of the most remarkable productions of 
human labour and intelligence in existence. Most great 
works of this kind have been the frait of many minds; but 
Gilbert wrought alone. To him we are indebted for the dis- 
covery of the essential feature of the closed magnetie cir- 
cuit; for he first fitted pole-pieces to the polar faces of a 
loadstone, and thereby increased ita lifting power 80 times. 
It was Gilbert who made the pregnant discovery that iron 
could be magnetised by hammering it while it lay north and 
south; that a sheet of iron had a screening effect on mag- 
netism ; that magnetism was destroyed by heat; that a 
magnet possessed a magnetic field. His observations on the 
phenomena of terrestrial magnetism, and on the behaviour 
of loadstones and compass needles towards each other, were 
innumerable. Above all, he made a model globe of load- 
stone, and studied its effects on small compass needles at 
various parte of its surface, whence he deduced the (at that 
time) astounding theory that the earth itself was a gigantic 
magnet ! Needless to say, opposition was not wanting to his 
views; but nevertheless, in spite of this, his book became 
the standard work on magnetism, and held ite place for 
100 years. What may appear still more remarkable, is the 
fact that he was honoured by his immediate contemporeris 
such as Galileo and Kepler. 
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But Gilbert did not confine his researches to magnetism ; 
he discussed at considerable length the resemblance between 
the attractions due respectively to magnetism and to static 
electricity, and showed tbat not only amber but many other 
substances also were capable of electrical excitation, includ- 
ing the classic glass rod and stick of sealing wax. More- 
over, he observed that these phenomena were most readily 
exhibited in certain states of the atmosphere, and that all 
known substances were amenable to the attraction of the 
excited body. The invention of the electroscope was his. 
He observed the discharging power of a flame or hot air ; 
the screening effect of paper or linen on electric attraction ; 
the rectilinear action of the attraction ; the drawbacks of 
hygroscopic materials in exhibiting electrical experimenta, 
and many other interesting facts. 

It must not be supposed that Gilbert made no mistakes ; 
on the contrary, he fell into several notable errors. Never- 
thelces, his work constituted во great and original an advance 
beyond the knowledge then existing, that his title to the 
designation of Father of Electric Science" cannot be dis- 
puted ; neither can his claims to be regarded as the founder 
of experimental philosophy be set aside. 'To honour his 
memory is to honour ourselves. As Dryden sang— 


Gilbert shall live till loadstones cease to draw, 
Or British fleets the boundless ocean awe! 


We cannot conclade this brief appreciation without 
expressing our indebtedness to Gilbert’s biographer, Prof. 
S. P. Thompson, whose pleasure it has been to gather 
together the scanty records of his life, and to embody the 
fruits of his labours in pamphlets in a style worthy of the 
subject and the author. | 


TELEPHONY IN GLASGOW. 


MUNICIPAL telephone committees are nothing if not amusing. 
The paragraph recently circulated apparently at the instiga- 
tion of the Telephone Committee of the Glasgow Town Council 
reminds us irresistibly of a very old story of an Irishman 
who had a grievance against a countryman in a distant town. 
The hero of this story made a special journey to interview 
his critic, and, on his return, was relating to a friend the 
adventures of his enterprising journey. Well, what did 
you say to him?“ asked the friend. “І told him, sor, that 
I should treat him with silent contempt!” 

The Glasgow Telephone Committee, we learn, has had 
before it articles condemnatory of the telephone accounts 
which have appeared in **certain electrical and engineering 
journals,” The announcement goes on to кау, in a ten-line 
sentence in which the auditors, the sub-committee on 
finance, the Telephone Committee and the Town Council 
stand shoulder to shoulder against all comers, that the 
accounts call for no defence against articles written “ іп 
such obvious ignorance of the conditions which prevail in 
Glasgow, and with such apparent bias and purpose." Perhaps 
the proximity of Belfast to Glasgow is responsible for this 
interesting announcement that all criticisms are to be treated 
* with silent contempt" ; but one cannot help thinking 
that, having come to the decision, it would have been more 
dignified—and convincing—to be silent about the decision 
also. To shout vociferously that you are going to say 
nothing is apt to create the impression that you have nothing 
to say. | 


Our very sincere sympathy is extended to the Glasgow 
Telephone Committee and to the eminent and independent 
firm of auditors in the awkward situation in which they 
have been placed by people and circumstances over which 
they have no control. It is not the fault either of the 
members of the Committee or of the auditors that they know 
little of the telephone business, and find themselves engaged 
in the ungrateful task of trying to make water run uphill. 
We trust that we and others of the “ electrical and engiueer- 
ing journals” have enlightened them a little on the 
peculiarities of business telephony on a large scale—still a 
comparatively unknown country to them—and, in spite of 
our “obvious ignorance of the conditions which prevail in 
Glasgow,” we shall endeavour in the future to enlighten 
them, and others, still more. 

Fortunately, our vocation is not such that it is either to 
our interest, or to that of our readers, to treat with silent 
contempt any subject in which we or they are interested, 
and Glasgow is luckily not so remote from London as to 
preclude all hope of improving our knowledge of the 
telephonic conditions which prevail there. We confess to a 
certain suspicion that the ignorance displayed in our previous 
articles on the subject is not quite во “obvious” as the 
Telephone Committee would wish its friends to believe. In 
any case, we shall endeavour constantly to add to our stock 
of information on the subject, and shall hope at no distant 
date to lay the result of our further studies before. our 
readers and the Glasgow Telephone Committee. We are 1 ot 
without hope that at some time or other even the Committee 
iteelf may awaken to the real facta of the Glasgow 
Corporation’s telephone venture. When that happens the 
back numbers of the REVIEW will be of more value to its 
members, ав a work of reference, than even the 35 volumes 
of the “ Encyclop:edia Britannica." 


IT appears that the Parisian multi- 
system tramways have gained such a 
heavy record of fatalities and injuries by reason of the 
absence of efficient life-guards, that the Prefect of Police 
(M. Lépine), acting on the recommendation of the Chief 
Inspector of Tramways, a short time ago decided to advise the 
operating companies, first, that the number of serious accidents 
demonstrated the inefficacy of the existing guards; 
secondly, that each company was to seek out the life-guard 
best suited to its rolling stock while complying with the 
usual requirements for safety, and to forward, not later than 
October 1st, the designs of the proposed guards for the 
approval of the Prefect ; and, last, that the installation of 
such life-guards as would satisfy the imposed conditions, 
should be made obligatory before January 1st, 1904, on the 
cars of companies not sending in proposals. 

The companies obeying the Prefect’s behest had to state 
the time that the installation of the guards would occupy, and 
it was, of course, compulsory for the companies to fit the 
approved guard. 

The Union des Tramways de France forwards the com- 
plete text to the Tramways and Light Railways Association 
with the statement that it has recently been collecting 
evidence to show that nothing more complicated than the 
fixed fender of wood placed across the wheels near the track and 
attached to the axle-boxes, is needed to safeguard the public. 

It is interesting to observe that the Prefect of Police 
stipulated expressly that the new guards must not project 
beyond the platform, thus putting out of court the type of 


Compulsory Life- 
guards in Paris. 
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guard so largely adopted in the States, and to some extent 
on the Continent. Here the Prefect is in accord with our 
own Board of Trade, and with the majority of tramway 
men in this country. 

Contained in the same number of the Association Circular 
are notes by foreign and English experts questioning the 
necessity for complicated automatic apparatus. In Munich, 
for instance, the cars are fitted with a guard that scems to 
meet with the approval of M. Lépine, but in 1902 there 
were six cases of serious injuries and four deaths due to 
persons being crushed under the front part of cars, a record 
that compares badly with, say, the Liverpool record for 
1902, where not even serious injury occurred to anyone who 
fell under the platform of cars guarded by the “ plough ” 
fender, although there were four fatalities caused by the 
Peckham death-trap. 

The English expert knows of no better type than the 
rigid plank, and suggests that the dangers of the brake 
spindle, which extends below the platform and forms a dan- 
gerous obstruction to persons falling under the platform, 
may be minimised by protecting it with a wire cage or a 
rounded wooden buffer. He ends with words which embody 
the view consistently taken by ourselves :—‘ Well trained, 
well-disciplined men, and perfect brakes, are the very best 
lifeguards a company can possess,” 

There was never a guard of any consequence on the old 
steam cars, and anything like an efficient guard on electric 
cars is only a few years old, but the natural desire of tram- 
way undertakers to avoid accidents on both humanitarian 
and monetary counts, added to the spur of public opinion, 
and the steady and increasing pressure of the B. of T., have 
all led to the fitting of some more or less reputable guard on 
almost every British car, and it is difficult to believe that a 
similar result might not have been obtained in Paris if the 
conditions had been natural, ғо avoiding the present instance 
of bureaucratic compulsion, which must ever be unhealthy 
for the State and irritating to the subject. 


THE question whether, when a workman 
is killed by lightning during the course of 
his employment, his representatives can 
obtain compensation under the Act of 1897, recently came 
before Judge Bradbury at the Liverpool County Court. It 
appeared that on August 14th in the present year a brick- 
layer, whose death gave rise to the action, was at work with 
his mate on a scaffold. The scaffold was 28 ft. in height. 
At the first hearing a doubt arose whether the fact that the 
deceased was working on a scaffold 23 ft. from the ground made 
an appreciable increase in the risk of his employment, as com- 
pared with working on the ground, and his Honour adjourned 
the case for expert evidence to be called on that point. At 
я subse: uent hearing Dr. C. C. Garrard, head of the testing 
department at Ferranti’s works, and Mr. J. M. Faulkner, of 
Manchester, both gave evidence to the effect that the fact of 
his being on the scaffold had seusibly increased the risk. 
His Honour held that inasmuch as the position in which the 
deceased was working was а dangerous position, he found as 
a fact that the accident arose out of, and in the courte of, 
the employment. He therefore gave judgment for the 
plaintiff, but expressed the wish that the matter might be 
taken to the Hi; h Oourt for final adjudication. 

This is one of the nicest questions in connection with the 
Workmen’s Compensation Acts which has yet arisen. As 
our readers are well aware, compensation is payable where 
the accident arises “out of, and in the course of, employ- 
ment.” That the death by lightning was caused “in the 
course of " the employment, there can be no doubt, but how 
can it be said to have arisen “ ont of the employment in 
the strict sense of the term? The Act is intended to insure 
workmen against any accident which is the result of any 
risk to which they may be exposed in the course of the parti- 
cular employment. Thus if a brick were to fall on a brick- 
layer's head, or if he were to fall from the scaffold, his 
employers would clearly be liable. But everyone who is ex- 
posed to the weather during a thunderstorm is liable to injury 
by lightning. How, therefore, can it be said that this par- 
ticular accident arose out of the employment? It must be 
assumed that, in coming to his conclusion, the learned judge 
was influenced by the opinion of the witnesses, who stated 


Death by 
Lightning. 


that the fact of the deceased being on a scaffold 28 ft. high 
exposed him to a somewhat greater risk. We shall await 
with iuterest the review of this decision in a higher Court, 
although it is quite possible that the judges may say that 
the question was one of fact for the County Court Judge. 


Municipal Tele- Tue Times of the 14th inst. publishes 
phone Competition. correspondence between the Postmaster- 
General and the Town Clerk of Brighton on the subject of 
free service to the municipal exchange, and certain offers of. 
money which were made by the chairman of the Telephone 
Committee to residents at Burgess Hill, details of which were 
given in our last week's issue. The Postmaster-General 
recognises that some interval must elapse between the con- 
nection of the first subscriber and the opening of the exchange 
service, for which subscribers pay subscriptions, but he clearly 
is of opinion that the Brighton Corporation intends going 
beyond what may be considered reasonable. He regards the 
arrangements made as a breach of Clause 11 of the license, 
and asks that subscriptions at rates within the specified 
limits may at once be collected from all subscribers who are 
enjoying an effective exchange service. The Postmaster- 
General farther considers the offer of money to subscribers of 
the National Telephone Co. at Burgess Hill by the chairman 
of the Telephone Committee to be a breach of Clause 21 of the 
license, and that it should be at once withdrawn. The Town 
Olerk, in replying, maintains that an effective service will not 
be obtained until 750 subscribers are connected, and the period 
of free service will last only until that number are placed 
in operation. He further states that the chairman of the 
Committee will act in accordance with the Postmaster- 
General's wishes, $.e., withdraw the finaneial offer to Burgess 
Hill subscribers, It is satisfactory to note that the Post- 
master-General maintains an impartial control over com- 


‚ peting licensees. 


There may be good ground for the Town Clerk’s conten- 
tion that the Corporation cannot accept responsibility for 
the chairman of committee’s action on the ground that his 
“authority as Councillor and as chairman of the Telephone 
Committee ceases as soon as he leaves the Council chamber 
or the committee room as the case may be,” but the Post- 
master-General’s view that he cannot dissociate the Corpora- 
tion from responsibility will certainly commend itself to 
ordinary mortals. In the case of competitive municipal 
trading it is the excess of zeal which has to be guarded 
against, and the Councillor or chairman who claims even 
only average zeal does not confine his activities to 
the Council chamber. The existence of the spirit of enterprise 
in the councillor is the good and the evil of municipal life. 
In non-competitive public service, municipal zeal is a most 
valuable quality ; in competitive business it is a great evil, 
and it is most unfortunate that such excess of zeal should be 
manifested on behalf of an enterprise so unsuited to com- 
petitive conditions as is the telephone service. It would be 
of interest to learn whether the estimates upon wbich tbe 
Brighton municipal telephone enterprise was started provided 
for that period of service without payment which the Town 
Olerk now recognises as so essential. 


As if electricians, who are notoriously 
loyal subjects, were not sufficiently 
grieved to hear of the unfortunate accident which befell Her 
Majesty the Queen last week, their enemies must needs set 
on foot the foul slander that the fire at Sandringham was 
due to what is known to the reporters of the daily Press as 
“the fusion of electric wires.” So far as we have been 
able to ascertain, there never was the slightest foundation 
for this ramour. The cause of the fire was simply and 
solely the faulty construction of the concrete floor of a stove, 
situated in the room above the Queen’s bedroom. Doubtless 
this fact was not discovered until time allowed of a proper 
examination of the scene of the accident, and, as usual, the 
well-worn phrase was utilised in the meantime, The repeti- 
tion of such unfounded charges, as we recently pointed out, 
is calculated to do serious injury to the electrical industry, 
and to prolong the danger of fire by hindering the adoption 
of electric lighting and heating. We are confidently of 
opinion that had an electric radiator been in use instead of 
а combustion stove, the fire would never have occurred. 

D. 


Electricity the 
Scapegoat Again. 
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CENTRAL STATION ECONOMIES: 
THE UTILISATION OF CONDENSED STEAM. 


By d. R. PARKINSON. 


THE advantages of condensing engines for central station 
work are universally recognised, but where reciprocating 
engines with surface condensers are emploved, it often 
happens that the condensed steam contains such a large 
quantity of oil that it is impossible to use this water for 
boiler-feeding purposes ; more especially does tbis occur on 
engines with forced lubrication, a quantity of oil getting on 
to the piston rod, and thence into the cylinder. 

There are numerous appliances on the market for dealing 
with this difficulty, some of them treating the steam before 
it is condensed and removing the oil by a system of baffe 


SIMPLE От, FILTER. 


plates, and others treating the water chemically, precipitating 
or rather coagulating the oil, and then removing it by 
filtration. 

I believe either of these systems can be made to deal with 
the water satisfactorily, but the cost of installation, especially 
if not allowed for in the original contract, is a consideration 
to most engineere, who wish to keep their capital expenditu-e 
as low as possible. 

The simple filter, which I am about to describe, has tke 
advantage of almost entirely removing the oil at an 
exceeedingly small cost. 

The filter can be constructed on апу piece of waste ground 
near the station. Where the soil isclay the trench can be dug 
direct in the ground without any lining ; where, however, the 
soil is porous, а lining of puddle will be required. 

The chief point is that the filter should be big enough ; the 
filter illustrated is capable of dealing with 2,000 gallons 
per hour. | 

The filter consiste of a trench 48 ft. long, 2 ft. deep at one 
end and 5 ft. at the other. with the sides sloped down; the 
trench is divided into seven compartments by wooden parti- 
tiong, each partition having about 20 1-in. holes bored through 
it 6 in. from the top, and the partitions are 80 arranged that 
the level of the holes in the second partition is 6 in. below 
the holes in the first, and the holes in the third 6 in. below 
the holes in the second, and so on. The discharge from the 
air pump is led direct to the inlet, and the outlet goes to the 
hot well. The filtering medium consists of clinker and ashes. 
The clinker from the fires is carefully sorted, broken 
and sifted and two heaps made, one consisting of 
pieces varying in size from 1 in. cube to 8 in. cube; the 
second heap consists of the screenings from the first heap, 
passed over a } in. screen to remove the dust. The com- 
partments are then filled up as shown, a few shovels-ful of 
fine ashes being put on the top, and the quantity of fine ashes 
being adjusted so that the water is obliged to flood abont 
one quarter of the area of each compartment before it can 
get away. The surface of the ashes should be left with a 
slight rise towards the outlet end, so that as the filter gets 
clogged the water will rise slightly and flood a larger area ; 
very little fine ash should be put in the first two compart- 
ments, or they will rapidly clog. With the average condensed 
steam, the first compartment will require cleaning about 
once a week, the second and third about once in 10 days, 
and the fourth about once a fortnight. For cleaning pur- 
poses it is advisable to have either a drain to each compart- 
ment, or а stand pipe arranged in which a hand pump can 
be fixed. 

The water leaves the filter almost clear, and it is only 


when the water is over 1 ft. deep that any milkiness is 
observable. I have had the water tested by a leading 
analytical chemist, and he reported upon it as suitable for 
boiler feeding. Moreover, after running a boiler with this 
water for two months, there was no trace of oil in it when 
opened for examination. 

When there is a large quantity of oil in the water, it is 
advisable to place a settling tank between the air-pump snd 
the filter; not only does this make the filter keep clean longer, 
but the oil can be skimmed off the surface of this tank, 
filtered and used again. 

It is advisable to make a small bye-pass filter alongside 
the main one, which can be used during the cleaning of the 
big one. 


PROTECTION IN RELATION TO TRAMWAY 
ENTERPRISE. 


THE meeting of the Tramways and Light Railways Association, 
which was held on December 11th at the rooms of the Society of 
Arts, to discuss the question named above, produced speeches and 
arguments having no special bearing on the subject. 

The hall was opened by an address from Mr. Atherley-Jones, who 
spoke in the Free Trade interest, and was twitted by Mr. Byng as 
being himself a member of the most highly protected trade in the 
world. Mr. Atherley-Jones, however, refrained from using his own 
class as an awful example of what monopoly and tariffs tend to 
produce. His arguments were of the usual stock-order beyond 
which it seems impossible to proceed. Mr. Moreton-Frewen, who 
followed on the Protectionist side, was equally convinced that the 
good of the Empire required us to levy tariffs. He did not regard 
dumping with that spirit of levity which characterised the first 
speaker, who, secure in his own protected citadel as a non-producer, 
appeared to lack sympathy with those ousted by dumping. As a 
matter of human sentiment this question appeals to many of ов. A 
thousand gain an increase in employment as the result of dumping, 
and five hundred men are pushed down. How far is it good for the 
country at large that a thousand men should earn an extra 2з. рет 
week if five hundred men are reduced from the status of akilled 
labourer to that of unskilled labourer at 108. a week less wages. 
The Protectionist is often a man who lets these human sympathies 
influence him—to his credit be it said. Granted, he says in effect, 
that dumping makes the country wealthier; is wealth thus gained 
any advantage to a country?  - | 

“ To numerous ille a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.” 

Mr. Arthur Wadham was heard with impatience; he read somewhat 
inaudibly from a voluminous packet on the Free Trade side, and 
was followed by Mr. Byng. The ill-behaviour and unseemly inter- 
ruptions which characterised the meeting throughout came to a head 
during this speaker's period of grace. Mr. Byng, ignoring entirely 
bis early days as an importer and dumper, was chiefly occupied with 
the ills he now suffers from compatriot dumpers. He now feels 
the effect of the lash he во ably welded when he was not himself 
а poor manufacturer, and his blood boiis against Germany. In 
all this self policy no one thinks of the poor farmer, who has for 
years been exposed to the dumping competition of the mortgaged 
and dried-up farmer of Western America, who sells his next year’s 
wheat to pay last year’s mortgageinterest. Fifty-six years ago the 
manufacturers howled down the farmer as a protected man. To-day 
he is crying for Protection for himself. The whole position is one 
of curious inconsistencies. 

The speech of the evening was undoubtedly that of Mr. Ward- 
Humphrey, on the Free Trade side. It was rapidly and fluently 
delivered, and was altogether more telling than that of any other 
speaker. All who pointed their arguments with figures were 
unfortunate in their choice of figures, and isolated figures may on 
occasion prove anything. Each speaker ridiculed the other man’s 
figures, and advanced others of equal doubtfalness. 

The last speaker wss Mr. Garcke, who was strongly in favour of 
fiscal change. A believer in Free Trade, he believed it should be 
secured by using weapon for weapon. Many Free Traders are of 
this opinion. All do not feel sure that it would succeed, but we 
know of many—call them wobblers if one will—who honestly 
believe that the British market is so valuable to the outer world, 
that to retain itthey would easily listen to argument, backed by the 
power to retaliate. Sir C. Rivers-Wilson, in his speech, inclined to 
think that the tariff reformers had the hetter of the argument. 
But it is always easier to enlist sympathy for one unfortunate 
displaced workman than for ten who are bettered. If Free Trade 
and dumping is really good for the country; if its effect is so 
that capital is really put out of use, and men are put out of work, and 
all this is done that the community at large may wax fat, can there 
be nothing done to compensate the unfortunate if small minority? 


Why cannot the community support a family while ite anchor- 


forging bread-winner is taught to make needles—in the making of 
which the idle steam hammer, however, would appear out of place. 

The whole question bristles with difficulties, but of all kinds of 
dumping tbat of the criminal alien and the foreign pauper who 
squeezes our own men and women upon the shores of America 
received no comment. Is there at the back of this call for tariffs a 
desire un the part of the chief wire-pullers to place us all, like so 
many American white slaves, under the heels of the Carnegies, 
Morgans and Russell Sages, the millionaire production of tariff- 
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ridden America? Mr. Ward Humphrey indicated the probability 
of this undesirable consummation, and do we not see already in 
Germany the strong development of the same undesirable condi- 
tions visible in America—the same greed, the same unprincipled 
business methods? Tariff reformers would do well to sufficiently 
realise this aspect of the question. 


LEGAL. 


METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co., Ітр, v. THE Mayor, 
ALDEBMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF St. MARYLEBONB. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court ct Justice on Friday 
Mr. Justice Buckley had before him a motion by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of 8t. Marylebone, asking 
that the time which the Court fixed for the completion of the 
purchase by the defendante of the undertaking of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., in that district might be extended. 

Mr. BouckuAs TIR, K.C., who appeared in support of the motion, 
said the Corporation, by virtue of the Electric Light Act, of 1901, 
became, as his Lordship had held, bound by Statute to buy the 
undertaking of the plaintiff company. The arbitrator made his 
award on February 4th last, and he adjudged tbat £1,212,000 
should be paid to the plaintiff company as compensation. On June 
23rd last the County Council declined to give their sanction to the 
raising of the money by loan. It appeared that one of the grounds 
upon which they refused their sanction was that, under the terms 
of the Statute, the defendant Corporation would have no power to 
work untjl after the completion of the purchase. An appeal was 
made to the Local Government Board, but before that appeal came 
on an action was brought by the Electric Supply Co. for specific 
performance of their contract. It was on his Lordship's judgment 
in that case that they now came to ask for an extension of time. 
The judgment declared that there was a binding contract created by 
the notice to treat and the award, and that the contract ought to be 
specifically enforced. The Corporation had submitted that it was 
quite impossible for them to raise the purchase money except by 
loan or by an increase of the rates. The rate necessary to raise this 
money would amount, apart from the other rates, to something like 
20s. in the £. On September 28th, 1903, the Corporation had notice 
from the assistant secretary of the Local Government Board that that 
Board had no alternative but to uphold the decision of the County 
Council. The only remedy open to the Corporation was to go to 
Parliament again, and they resolved, on October 29th, to amend the 
Bill in order to get the proper and neces relief. Under an Act 
which was passed this year, it was essen before they could do 
this, to get the opinion of the ratepayers. January 28th, 1904, was 
the earliest date on which they could get this consent of the rate- 
payers, and February 18th was the latest date if a poll were 
demanded. The position at the moment was this: On December 
31st, 1903, the Corporation was bound by the order of his Lordship 
to complete the purchase and pay money which they bad not got, 
and could by no possibility get by tbat time. "They therefore came 
to ask for an extension of time in order to see if they could obtain 
the necessary relief from Parliament by raising a loan which would 
enable them to carry out their part of the bargsin. There was 
nothing which the Corporation bad done which should disentitle 
them to the assistance of the Court. They had proceeded by every 
means in their power to raise the money, but, во far, they had met 
with defeat. The Bill would be deposited on the 17th of this 
month, but until the ratepayers had given their consent, the Cor- 
poration could do no more. If Parliament did not assitt the 
Corporation, the only possible means of satisfying this purchase 
money would be by levying a rate which would be perfectly 
intolerable. It would dislocate the whole machinery of local 
government. 

Mr. Овгррв, K.C., who appeared with Mr. Astbury, K.C., and Mr. 


Sargeant for the plaintiff company, submitted that the Corporation : 


of Marylebone had come under a statutory obligation to purchase 
the undertaking of the plaintiff company and the Council were given 
until January lst to carry out the purchase. Asregarded the means 
of obtaining the money, primd facie the vendors had nuthing what- 
ever to do with that. The plaintiff company was entitled to the 
money, and if the Borough Council and ratepayers did not obtain 
borrowing powers it made not the slightest difference to the 
plaintiffs’ rights in the matter. He was quite willing that on 
certain terms the Corporation should have an additional opportunity 
as regards borrowing the money. It was said the Council were 
now promoting a Bill which might or might not be accepted by the 
ratepayers. If it were accepted, and it became possible to comply 
with the standing ordersand proceed with the Bill, he was prepared 
on behalf of the company to give all proper indulgence to the 
Borough Council on terms. So far as the company could see, and it 
was perhaps not improbable, the ratepayers might reject this appli- 
cation to obtain borrowing powers. Assuming the ratepayers did 
һо, that had nothing to do with the vendors. The only other 
method of procedure would be forthe Corporation to Jevy a rate for 
the purchase money. He asked that nothing would be done which 
would ce to the detriment of the power which existed in the com- 
pany at the present time. The company could, immediately after 
January lst next, have taken the necessary steps to enforce their 
rights by mandamus according to the recognised methods. Pro- 
ceeding, the learned counsel read an affidavit by the general 
manager of the plaintiff company, in which it was set forth that the 
company objected to the time being extended at all, except on the 
distinct undertaking of the Borough Council that in the event of 
the ratepayers refusing to sanction the proposed Bill before 
February 18th next, the Council proceed to levy a sufficient rate to 


discharge their obligations. The directors of the company had 
reason to believe that a considerable amount of opposition to the 
completion of the purcbase existed in the borough, and they were, 
therefore, of opinion that any extension of time now granted should 
only be for a period sufficient fer the defendante to ascertain the 
decision of the ratepayers on the Bill. They considered an exten- 
sion of two months to February 29th next to be ample under 
existing circumstances. They desired a modification in at least four 
very important particulars of the terms upon which they consented 
in August last tothe postponement of the completion of the pur- 
chase. The capital of the company consisted of ordinary shares, 
43 per cent. preference shares, 4} per cent. first mortgage debenture 
stock, and 33 per cent. mortgage debenture stock, but the capital 
expended to the present time considerably exceeded the capital 
raised, and in consequence of the delay which had already taken 
place in the completion of the purchase and of the uncertainty as to 
the date on which it would be completed, the company had been, 
and still were, unable to make provision for further expenditure on 
capital account required for any portion of their undertaking, 
including Marylebone, except by borrowing from their bankers at 
the rate of 4j per cent. per annum, or by the issue of additional 43 
per cent. preference shares. At present the company owed 

sums to their bankers on loans at that rate, contracted solely 
consequence of the delay in completion of purchase which bad 
already taken place. It was extremly inconvenient to the com- 
pany financially to owe these large sums to their bankers, and 
still more inconvenient to increase these large borrowings to the 
extent of their further capital expenditure, which it was absolutely 
necessary to make from time to time, to meet the normal growth 
of the 8t. Marylebone undertaking, and to comply with the statu- 
tory obligations of the company. On the other hand, there were 
grave objections to issuing further capital of tbe company to meet a 
temporary necessity of the kind, and in view of the fact that all 
this capital, and a sum of over £1,200,000 in addition, would be 
thrown on the company's hands on the completion of the purchase. 
The capital expenditure incurred from December 31st, 1901, to 
June 30th, 1903, was agreed between the parties as being £67,250, 
and further capital expenditure had been, and was being, necessa- 
nf incurred, and a large portion of this capital expenditure was 
still unproductive. Under these circumstances the company sub- 
mitted that as one term of any extension of the time for comple- 
tion, the Borough Council ought to provide a sum of at least 
£60,000 toward the capital expenditure that had been, and was 
being eo made. Such а sum only amounted toa rate of something 
like 9d. in the £ on the rateable value of the borough. It was 
obviously unfair that the company should, by the default of the 
Borough Council, and without any fault of their own, be not only 
kept out of their purchase money, but actually have to raise large 
additional capital for the purpose of maintaining an undertaking 
which really belonged to the Borough Council The company also 
submitted that it was only fair that if further time for repayment 
of the whole or any portion of the capital sums expended by them 
on the Marylebone undertaking since December, 1901, until 
December, 1903, was granted, the rate of interest to be paid from 
the last-mentioned date until the completion of the purchase on 
such sums or the unpaid portion of them should be at the rate of 
44 per cent. annum, that being the rate actually paid by the 
company. в company found that it was impracticable, in the 
ordinary course of their business, to submit every item of capital 
outlay for the approval of the defendants before the outlay actually 
took place. Various minor alterations in and additions to the plant, 
fittings and instruments in the stations and sub-stations bad to be 
made from time to time, and often at very short notice, the cost 
of which alterations and additions, although small individually, 
probably would, by continued delay in completing the purchase, 
amount in the aggregate to а considerable sum. 

His LoRbeurP said the Borough Council had involved them- 
selves in an enormous liability, and, unfortunately, did not find 
themselves in a position to discharge it. They ought to have 
thought of all this before they came under a statutory liability to 
purchase. | 

Mr. Cripps: We don't consider it is an unfortunate liability in a 
sense, if the Council had dealt with this matter on ordinary business 
grounds. We believe the income they would get would be quite suffi- 
cient to meet their liability. It must not be said that we look upon 
itias an unfortunate liability at all. The Council seem to have been 
disappointed with the award, and so were we.  Proceeding, the 
learned counsel said the company had dealt with the business on the 
basis tbat the Borough Council would fulfil ite obligations. The 
company had wished to be left in possession of the locality, but 
after five or six years'communication and friction between the 
Borough Council and the company, the former always saying they 
wisbed to purchase, the company had to give way, and & compulsory 
Bill was brought forwsrd. The conditions accordingly were now 
changed, and the company were now going on another policy to 
that they followed five or six years ago. The ratepayers of the 
Council seemed to think that they could play fast and loose with 
the matter. The company wanted the situation clearly brought 
home to the minds of the ratepayers. 

His LonRpsHIP: I think it is coming home to their minde. 

Mr. Cripps said that the ratepayers had only got to realise what 
the true liability was. To end the whole matter the Council ought 
to get borrowing powers, and deal with the thing in a business way. 
If that were done there would not be the loss of & farthing to any 
ratepayer. If the ratepayers did not assent to what was really a 
business basis, and allow the powers to be got, in order that the 
purchase might be dealt with, as it was by thousands of muni- 
cipalities in this country in the case of water and gasworks, they 
would have to take the consequences. The company would be 
forced in order to protect their interests to obtain a mandamus во 
that the necessary rate could be levied, 
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His Г,ововнір: I cannot help thinking it was by inadvertance 
and oversight that the Council obtained the Bill. They did so 
without thinking of the consequences, and they are now face to 
face with the consequences. It seems to me that they are in very 
considerable difficulty. The levying of a rate sufficient to pay this 
purchase would be an oppression—that is, perhaps, not a correct 
word to use, but it would at any rate bear very hardly indeed on 
the ratepayers. It would be practically preposterous. 

Mr. Cripps: The company don’t want to take apy unbusinesslike 
attitude at all. 

His Lorpsur: It is for the Council to find the money, but at the 

same time it is for me to see that they are given a reasonable 
opportunity of complying with the obligation which, in my view, 
they have been very foolish to place themselves under. It is a 
complete satire on municipal trading. 

. СВІРРВ, in the course of further argument, said that the com- 
pany was at present in a state of suspended animation. He sub- 
mitted that if the extension of time were granted, the terms which 
he had asked for should also be granted. 

Mr. Автвовү pointed ont that until the money could be paid by 
the Council the company were in the position of having to remain 
in possession and carry on the works. They were under statutory 
obligations to do certain work and make certain connections, and 
were bound by the order of the Court to convert the system from 
the high tension to the low tension. It was common knowledge 
that if possible the ratepayers of Marylebone were anxious to get 
out of the contract. There was a strong agitation. in the borough 
against it. Unless these ratepayers consented to the Bill for the 
borrowing of the money, they would have to bear the rate. It was 
not right that the ratepayers should be misled. The Council had 
actually refused their approval of certain expenditure which the 
company had been bound to make. If there were any liklihood or 
porsibility of the worke coming back to the company, the company 
ought to be allowed in the meantime to carry on the concern, as in 
the past. The company ought to bave some part of this added 
expenditure paid to them at once. They suggested £60,000, aod 
they should have the right to make reasonable and necessary 
expenditure in the conduct of the business, even if they did not get 
the previous approval of the Council to that expenditure. | 

Mr. BUCKMASTEB, in reply, said that he wished to make it clear 
that there never had been any wish or desire on the part of the 
Council he represented to escape from this bargain. The company 
got the whole of the profits at present. If they were to retain 
these, it was a little hard to say that the Council ripa pay now 
part of the purchase money to enable the company to e these 
profits. He further submitted that there had been no withholding 
of spproval as to expenditure by any cf the agents of the Corpo- 
ration. 

His І,оврвнтр, in giving judgment, said the Council's difficulties 
began with the arbitration award. They seemed to have gone to 
Parliament with a light heart to get an Act to compel them to 
purchase. Of course the Council had not got the money, and they 
failed to get sanction to borrow it. Since the judgment under which 
defendants were ordered to complete the purchase on December 31st 
the Council had to the best of their ability tried to raise the money. 
As the sum was very large, the levying of a rate would be a "T 
heavy burden indeed on the ratepayers, and he was not at 
surprised that the Council were not prepared to face the ratepayers 
with such a rate. The company said tbat the Council having 
entered into the bargain it was no affair of theirs how the money 
was to be raised. The vendors, he continued, were quite right, 
and the Council should bave thought of how they were to raise the 
money before they obtained the powers, The Council had pre- 
sented a Bill in Parliament, which would or would not be capable 
of going forward according to whether the ratepayers did or did 
not approve of tbe Bill. If they did not do so the situation would 
become even more acute. Meanwhile the company proposed to 
enforce the ccntract, but at the same time they said it was com- 
petent to Parliament to do anything, and if the municipal authority 
had entered into such & bargain as was oppressive to the ratepayers 
it was possible for Parliament to relieve them of the contract on 
properterms. It was not an impossible event that the sale might 
never be carried through. He thought it right to extend the time 
for completion to the end of February, but as it was necessary from 
time to time for the company to spend money on the undertaking, 
and they bad bad to borrow a large sum from their bankers at 4% 
per cent. interest to make the Borough Council masters of the 
situation, when the plaintiffs were compelled, through no fault of 
their own, to extend the time, he would extend the time tor the 
completion of the purcbase until February 29th next on the terms 
that £60,000 should be paid by the Council to the company on account 
of capital expenditure (£60,060 being an equivalent to a rate of 9d. 
in the £), that 44 per cent. interest should be paid on £7,250, which 
had also been expended, and on any further capitel expenditure 
and tbat there should be added to the purcbase money such further 
and other expenditure as plaintiffs should make in respect of 
reasonable and proper expenditure on capital account, subject to 
the company proving and vouching that expenditure as being 
necessary and proper. The Council would pay the costs of the 
motion. 


GEIPEL & LANGE v. MANCHESTER CORPORATION. 


Ma, Justice Swinrgen-Eapy, in the Chancery Division on Satur- 
day, gave jadgment in the above action. The plaintiff was the 
holder of letters patent relating to inventions and 1mprovements in 
steam traps, and he alleged that the defendant corporation were 
using in their electrical power atations steam traps which infringed 
his patents. It was urged by the defendants that all that the plaintiff 
had done was to take a well-known mechanical contrivance and 


really no parties to these proceedings at all. 


apply it to a subject to which it had not hitherto been applied, and 
that there was no invention in that. 

His І,оврентр, in giving judgment, saidithe plaintiff's invention 
was simple, ingenious and effective, and had made the apparatus 
more reliable and durable than before, and bis claim was a very 
restricted one, being only for a particular combination of a lever 
and spring with a valve. In his opinion, the arrangement of the 
pew combination required the exercise of considerable ingenuity. 
The defendants had pleaded a large number of prior publications, 
none of which, however, were anticipations of the plaintiff's in- 
vention. The new combination was & proper subject matter, and 
the patent was valid. Mr. Berry, whose invention plaintiff com- 
plained of, had recognised its value by manufacturing an almost 
exact copy of it, which was used by the defendante. The plaintiff 
wasentitled to an injunction, the costs of the action, and an inquiry 
as to damages and profits. 


Кктант v. Тнв Isbg or Wia RT Югиствс LIGHT AND PowER Co. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Tuesday 
(December 15th), Mr. Justice Joyce resumed the hearing of this 
action. 

Mr. Huaues, K.C., proceeded to address the Court in reply on 
behalf of the plaintiff. 

Mr. Justice Joyce said that the question was whether the 
nuisance was occasional and temporary, and he would have to con- 
sider whether the plaintiff was entitled to an injunction at the time 
the action was instituted. There might have been a nuisance when 
the works were started, but whether what had been done cured it, 
he would have to consider. 

Mr. HocnBzs, K.C., said his case was that the nuisance had not 
yet ceased, that it still existed when the wind was in a certain 
quarter. Dealing with the legal authorities, he submitted that 
“ occasional and temporary meant what it was known could be of 
that nature, and not a nuiaance, which it was only hoped could be 
cured by steps it was in contemplation to take. The owner of 
property must put up with the inconvenience caused by the 
ordinary use of his neighbour's property ; but that did not prevent 
him from recovering damages in respect of extraordinary uee. 

Mr. Justice Joyce remarked that there was no question that а 
man must use all reasonable means to minimise any inconvenience 
from the use of his property to his neighbours. 

Mr. Носнев said that temporary did not mean for ever, and 
did not include any case where it was a matter of experiment and 
trial to see whether the nuisance could be put an end to. In the 
present case it was admitted that the plant of the defendants was 
novel, and that ihe engine was the firet of its type. On the evi- 
dence, he submitted, it was clear the nuisance had been dreadful 
for several days, and that, therefore, he was entitled to an injunc- 
tion, and an inquiry as to damages. 

Mr. WadOnTT was allowed to say а few worde as to the law on 
behalf of the defendants. He contended that occasional and 
temporary meant in connection with the construction and getting into 
working order of any works. 

Mr. Justice Joycm: Where is there any case to that effect? You 
want to make a new precedent, it appears to me. 

Mr. WacaGzTT said he could not find any case, but he thought the 
reason for that was tbat in otber cases people had not begun 
actions in the tremendous hurry which the plaintiff in this case had 
shown. 

Mr. Justice JovcE said there had been a great many injunctions 
granted. 

Mr. WAaaETr said that, in the cases in which injunctions had been 
granted, the nuisance had been going ona very long time before the 
matter had been brought into Court. 

Mr. Justice Joyce said he would consider his judgment, and judg- 
ment was therefore reserved. 


FERRANTI, LTD. 


In the High Court of Justice on Tuesday, Mr. Justice Buckley, 
sitting for the disposal of companies’ business, had before him an 
application on behalf of a creditor of this company aeking for the 
production of certain documents referred to in an affidavit filed on 
a petition for liquidation. 

Mr. BockMASTEB, K.C., for the petitioner, said he was a creditor 
for dishonoured bills, and be bad presented a petition for the 
winding-up ofthe company. The answer put into that petition con- 
sisted chiefly of an affidavit by certain receivers who had been 
appointed in a debenture-holder's action. They had been appointed 
on September 9th, 1903, and the main ground of their objection, 
as disclosed in their affidavit, was the allegation that certain 
contracte, of which the company had the benefit, contained 
clauses, which would cause the contracts to be forfeited in the event 
of a winding-up order being made. On that affidavit being served, 
it was suggested that the creditors should call a meeting to consider 
what should be done. The petition accordingly stood over for a 
fortnight till the creditors’ meeting was held. At that meeting a 
committee was appointed, one of the members of that committee 
being the petitioning creditor. On December 1st his Lordship 
allowed a further adjournment until the first petition day of next 
sitting in order to see if this committee would recommend any 
course. Several applications had been made to the solicitorsfor the 
viai yin who had sworn the effidavit asking for liberty to inspect 
the documents, but the petitioning creditor had been unable to 
obtain inspection of them. 

Mr. VERNON, for the receivers and re, said they were 
He submitted that 
what they had done was perfectly right in the circumstances» They 
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were willing to give any reasonable information, but they con- 
sidered it undesirable and detrimental to the interests of the com- 
y that such contracts should be produced. They were further 
cted that the company could not conduct ite business if these 
contracts were taken from the works at Manchester. If copies 
were made it would lead to very considerable expense, and would 
be an oppressive proceeding. 

Mr. Buckmaster said he wished to see the forfeiture clauses. 

Mr. VERNon said he was perfectly willing to give verified copies 
of these as well as tbe dates of the contracts. The reason the 
receivers and managers were go cautious was because Mr. F'erranti 
and Mr. Anderson had specially warned them that it would be detri- 
mental to the company to produce any contracts relating to the 
works. There was danger of these becoming known to competitors 
in the trade. | 

Mr. Воскмалвтив said that the petitioner was Mr. Estler, and the 
petition wasin respect of goods supplied. He did not carry on 
business in competition with the company, nor was he in & position 
to undertake the work. 

His LokDsR said it was perfectly reasonable that the contracts 
should not be produced. The receivers and managers must, how- 
ever, give copies of the forfeiture clauses, and, so far as possible, 
the dates fixed for the completion of these contracts. The costs 
would be costs in the petition. 


G. F. Miruzs & Co. 


Ix the Chancery Division on Tuesday, before Mr. Justice Farwell, 
Mr. В. J. Parker, in a debenture holders’ action of the Bank of 
Liverpool, Ltd., v. George F. Milnes & Co., moved for judgment 
in default of defence. The bank holds a third debenture and the 
whole series of the second debentures, while the Law Guarantee 
and Trust Society was trustee for first and second debentures. An 
interim order had been made for the appointment of a receiver and 
manager, and counsel asked that this appointment should be con- 
tinued in chambers. It was one of those cases in which, no doubt, 
3 would be paid, and the bank was meanwhile advancing 
money. 

His LonpeBiP gave judgment оп the minutes submitted, which 
were in the usual form, with a declaration as to the bank's charge, 
and the customary inquiries. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Lettere received after first post on Wednesday morning cannot appear 
until the following week. 


Design of Continuous Current Variable Speed Motors. 


With reference to the paper on ** Speed Variation of Con- 
tinuous Current Motors by Shuut Control,’ by Н. М. 
Hobart, appearing in your issue of December 4th, whilst in 
general agreement with the views of the writer as to the 
proper method of rating variable speed shunt wound motors, 
there are one or two points to which I should like to draw 
attention. 

It appears difficult to reconcile the statement that the limit 
of output of the small motors depends on the sparking point 
only, and is independent of temperature considerations with 
the present practice of rating motors for crane work at two 
or even three times their normal rating. Such motors must 
carry this increased output without sparking and with un- 
favourable conditions as to variation of load. If it were not 
for the fact that the motor would have too great a tempera- 
ture rise, there appears to be no reason why these high ratings 
should not be teken as the normal rating of the machine. 
Apart from this point it seems quite certain that in most small 
motors designed on the usual lines, the temperature rise, and 
not the sparking, is the limit of output. Believing this, it is 
interesting to find that one can, nevertheless, be in full agree- 
ment with the way in which Mr. Hobart lays stress on the 
fact that high speeds do not bring about a correspondingly 
increased output, he basing this view solely on considerations 
of commutation. | 

Ina paper read by Mr. Н. A. Mavor before the Glasgow 
Local Section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
November, 1902, it is shown that working on formule 
relating only to the temperature rise of the armature, curves 
can be drawn showing the relation of output and speed, 
which prove very unmistakably that, for any given armature 
and any specified temperature rise after a certain speed has 
been reached, the output actually decreases with increase of 
speed, and that, therefore, for any given output, there are 
two speeds which will give the same temperature rise. 
Naturally, from every other consideration, the lower of the 
two speeds is to be preferred. | 


One can, therefore, endorse Mr. Hobart's views as to 
lower speeds than usual being advisable, without agreeing 
with him that sparking is the limit of output. 

Another point is the increased stringency in specification 
which Mr. Hobart advocates. It would almost appear at 
first sight as if Mr. Hobart held that the increased 
stringency in specifying that the brush position should not 
only be fixed for all loads, but should be fixed at the 
* geometrical neutral point," was an actual advantage to 
the manufacturer in designing variable speed motors. Pro- 
bably he only means that such a specification becoming 
usual would put all manufacturers on the same footing, and 
would result in a more satisfactory line of motors generally, 
for it seems evident that if a motor does not comply with 
this specification, it can only be made to do so by spending 
more money on it, either by increasing the diameter or 
by further sub-dividing the commutator parts, whilst in 
practice the fact of the brush position coinciding with the 
geometrical neutral point is of no advantage to the user if 
the motor is not to be run in both directions. From a 
manufacturer's point of view it would seem that specifica- 
tions are already quite sufficiently stringent, and that it is 
undesirable that any addition be made to present require- 
ments unless they are really necessary for the improved 
working of the apparatus. 

W. B. Hird. 

Glasgow, December 9th, 1908. 


Heating Capacity of Electric Radiators. 


With reference to your editorial note to our letter in your 
issue of December 4th, doubtless your expression © con- 
vector" more accurately describes the low temperature 
system. Surely a system that only warms the air with the 
moisture it holds in suspension is better than one in which 
the moisture is vaporised and recondensed. 

А “ сопуесіог " that raises a large volume of air through 
a relatively low number of degrees must be less “artificial” 
than the alternative of baking a small quantity and diffusing 
it with the colder air. | 

As to the interesting letter of Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann 
and Co., inefficiency in a lamp or motor is due to the dissi- 
pation of energy in useless form, and as you have already 
pointed out this does not apply to heaters. 

Since our radiators do not age and require no repairs, 
the suggested comparative tests would have to last over the 
life of the Phoenix" heater. 


The Electric and Ordnance Accessories Co., Ltd. 
R. F. HALL, Manager. 


Aston, December 9th, 1908. 


[We may point out that the moisture contained in air at 
& temperature above the dew-point is not held “in 
suspension,” but is already true vapour. It is, in fact, 
strictly speaking, absolutely identical with superheated steam. 
Moisture “ іп suspension” produces mist, and is visible.— 
Eps. Его. ВЕҮ.] | 


Your remarks regarding mis-description in the issue for 
November 27th were timely, thongh, perhaps, hardly strong 
enough. Mis-description is inexcusable enough in an 
advertisement, but becomes serious when affixed to the 
apparatus. 

I have lately tried а radiator of the Phenix make, and 


have nothing to say regarding ite heating capacity. The 


makers, however, seem to have been under а curious mis- 
apprehension when affixing the description plate. 

The radiator was shown in the list and purchased as one 
taking 400 watts. It is marked—‘ 2 amperes, 200 volta," 
and, when all the coils are in circuit, it does dissipate 400 
watts. As an extra convenience, however, there is a two- 
way switch on the radiator, one position of which cuts out 
one-half of the coils (which are all in series), presumably to 
give a half-power heat! 

The result of this simple arrangement is, of course, that 
800 watts is taken. 

The actual figures were 430 watts and 810 watts, voltage 
204 ; no lamp in radiator. em. 
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We had thought that the correspondence regarding this 
matter would have ceased after the publication of our letter 
in the columns of your issue of the 4th inst., but we trust 
you will afford us an opportunity of passing a few remarks 
on the Prometheus Co.’s letter, appearing in your last 


issue. 


We certainly made a promise that we would lend them 
one of our radiators for the purpose of testing, but this 
promise was made upon the distinct understanding that 
correspondence in your columns should, for the time being, 
cease, and when we heard from them that they had written 
you again upon the subject, we withdrew our offer. 

The Prometheus Co. state that they are well aware what 
the results of a comparative test would be. It may interest 
them to know that we are also aware of what the results 
would be, and, unlike them, we are not speaking without 
some actual knowledge of what their stove can do, having 
already gone to the trouble of testing the same, with ours. 

Although we have withdrawn our offer to lend them one 
of our radiators, should they still be anxious to make a test, 
our proposal, which appeared in your issue of the 4th inst., 
is still open for their acceptance. 
| Falk, Stadelmann & Co. 

G. E. Gags. 

London, December 15th, 1903. 


Technical Instruction. 


I am afraid that, between ** Arc" and myself, the corre- 
spondence on Technical Instruction is being gradually 
dragged into one upon the relative merits of theoretical and 
practical teaching. However, I would like to say a few 
words in answer to this gentleman's letter. The short note 
at the end of it by the editors gives a very fitting answer to 
his views, ln the first place, I think that the number of 
technical schools in this country is few, where only two hours 
per week of practical instruction are given. I know of 12-18 
hours being devoted to workshop and laboratory practice. 
Again, if Arc" will look at my first letter, he will see that 
I never did accuse him of saying that the half-workshop, 
half-University trained man was unqualified to hold the 
position of technical instructor. Anyone could see, from 
the tone of his letter, that he would like the wholly workshop- 
trained men, and these alone, to get such appointments. I 
hold no brief for the wholly theoretical man, as he seems to 
imagine, nor yet for the other side, but am simply trying to 
state that the “right men must have both classes of 
‚ Who are the most valuable to a progressive nation—your 
Edisons, Stevensons and Watts, or your Faradays, Maxwells 
and Kelvins? While * Arc” would not hesitate to give an 
answer in favour of the former, I should beg to differ. One 
set is as valuable as the other. The progress of the nation 
would be slow—very slow—with one class alone. Is it likely 
that, at the present day, there would have been such a 
universal use of the electric current, if such men as Faraday 
had never lived? Can the electrical engineering industry 
really progress without the co-operation of pure science ? 
Oould a man, most proficient and well trained in the practical 
applications of electricity, but without the true knowledge 
of the real nature of the current and its forces, construct 
such a machine as a dynamo or induction coil, if he had 
never seen one before ? 

No, Sir. The head and hand must work together, the 
latter applying the result of the work of the former. In 
conclusion, I would say that I thoroughly ooncur with 
* Arc" in the last paragraph of his letter. 

W. L. Turner. 

London, December 13th, 1908. 


[This correspondence is now closed.— Ens. ELEC. R&v.] 


Waste of Energy in Tendering. 


CoRRECTION.—We have been asked by Mr. A. H. Dykes 
to mention that in hurriedly signing his letter on the above 
subject, which appeared in our last issue, he inadvertently 
used the signature of his firm instead of his own name; the 


1 was written in his private capacity.—Eps. ELEC. 
EV. 


on the above subject between Messrs. 


Electrical Contractors and Manufacturers. 


I notice in your issue of the 11th inst., a correspondence 
Rashleigh Phipps and 
Co., and Messrs. Ernest F. Moy, Ltd. 

This correspondence would give an erroneous impression 
to your readers of the actual position, and I do net think it 
would have been written had Mesers. Ernest F. Moy, Ltd., 
made inquiry from either Astociation mentioned as to the 
facts. Messrs. Moy are wrong in believing Messrs. Rash- 
leigh Phipps responsible for anything whatever connected 
with the Association I represent. This Association is not 
“one and the same body” as the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association ; it has many objects to carry out for the benefit 
of ite! members, even if it had not come into contact with the 
Contractors’ Association. 

When this, the Manufacturers’Association ; was established, 
there was no idea or intention of coming to any arrange- 
ment with the Contractors’ Association, this was an outcome 
of what was found to be desirable for the benefit of the 
electrical trade. Until I saw your issue of the 11th inst., 
my Association had no knowledge of the correspondence in 
question. 

W. Davenport, Secretary, 
The National Electrical Manufacturers’ Association, 


London, S.E., December 15th, 1908. 


I should think that Messrs. Ernest Moy & Co., Ltd., were 
justly indignant at Messra. Rashleigh Phipps & Co.’s threat. 

From what I gathered at a meeting of the E.C.A. a few 
weeks ago, the time had come when the contractor should be 
honestly recognised by those large manufacturers and factors 
who “supply anyone,” 1. e., private individuals, consulting 
engineers, architects, &c., with fittings, lamps, and even 
accessories at all and various prices, ignoring the very 
person who has to invariably rely on the trade discount for 
his profit. 

This very important grievance, which is banding together 
the contractors, cannot obviously apply to heavy switchboard 
makers, and no doubt the letter or circular complained of was 
sent in error. 

Edward H. Welch. 


London, N.W., December 15th, 1903. 


With reference to the correspondence between Messrs. 
E. F. Moy, Ltd., and ourselves, published under the above 
heading in your issue of the 11th inst., we are pleased to 
note that you invite correspondence on the matter, and 
gladly avail ourselves of the opportunity to correct the nume- 
rous errors contained in Messrs. Moy’s letter. 

As а commencement we would point out that every single 
statement in their second paragraph is entirely and abso- 
lately incorrect. Mr. Phipps is noć one of the gentlemen 
responsible for the formation of the National Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association," and, as a matter of fact, his connec- 
tion with that body did not commence until some time after 
its formation. So far from being responsible for the forma- 
tion of the National Electrical Manufacturers! Association, 
he is not, and never has been, in any way connected with that 
body. Messrs. Moy's presumption that these two associations 
are one and the same is entirely erroneous, and, on the face 
of it, absurd ; and so far from one association being useless 
without the other, the fact is that the two associations were 
formed entirely independently, and for entirely different 
objects, and it is only during the present year that they 
have had any dealings together. This makes clear the 
absurdity of regarding our letter as a semi-official communi- 
cation from two distinct associations, when we are merely 
ordinary members of оле of them, and robs Messrs. Moy’s 
offensive reference to ** contemptible means to gain members 
to the ranks" (of the Manufacturers’ Association) of any 
semblance of meaning, seeing that it is a matter of complete 
indifference to us whether they join that Association or not. 

As regards the afore-mentioned dealings between the two 
Associations, the object of these has been solely to remove 
certain causes of friction between members of the two bodies, 
and promote a better feeling generally — results in every way 
desirable, and which we believe to be largely attained by an 
agreement which has just been arrived at, the provisions of 
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which are intended to be mutually beneficial to members of 
both Associations. This being so, it appeared to us to be a 
friendly action to suggest to several firms of manufacturers 
with whom we had dealings that they should put themselves 
in communication with the Secretary of the National Manu- 
facturers’ Association, to inquire into the matter with a view 
to sharing in these benefits, and we cannot imagine any 
* business firm run by business men” rejecting the idea 
without first taking the trouble to inform themselves con- 
cerning the ваше; but then of course it is hardly the action 
of a “business firm run by business men " to send a letter 
to the public Press bristling with mis-statements which the 
most casual inquiry would serve to correct. 

We may mention that immediately upon receipt of 
Messrs. Moy's letter, we wrote them pointing out these mis- 
statements, but apparently in their haste to rush into print 
they did not think fit to wait for our reply. 

With apologies for trespassing so far upon your valuable 
space in а matter which, but for Messrs. Moy’s action, we 
should have been inclined to consider as purely personal— 


Rashleigh Phipps & Co. 
London, December 16th, 1903. 


Re Walsall Switches. 


In reply to your correspondent’s letter in your issue of the 
11th, we did not know before reading their letter that 
there was another awitch on the market identical with ours ; 
further, we assure Messrs. Richardson that never having seen 
one of their switches, or even having heard of the firm, we 
are not guilty of copying their design. 

In conclusion, may we ask the “ original makers” when 
they first pnt this switch on the market, as by stating this 
they may prove their claim to the title they assume. 


The Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Walsall, December 14th, 1908. 


Electric Shocks on Flat-Back Switchboards. 


I am, to say the least of it, very much amused at the 
letters in your recent issues on the subject of the mysterious 
H. W. C.“ Anyone who knows H. W. C." knows Mr. 
P. B. Aimer and their ardent support of the cellular type, 
but I would take exception to both of their remarks as to 
the absolute security of this type. | 

One instance Leeds. About 12 months ago by the 
merest miracle a man escaped with his life * by the skin of 
his teeth," as the saying is. He “accidentally” short- 
circuited two bus-bars, I believe. 

How did he do that, one would like to know? Perhaps 
such an ardent supporter as Mr. Aimer can explain ? 

Both types have their advantages, of course, but for it 
to be claimed that one holds the record is not quite right, 
is 16? 

Enquirer. 


Variable Speed Continuous-Current Motors. 


Most of your readers, on reading Mr. Broadbent’s letter 
of the 30th ult., would receive a wrong impression of the 
term “double roll ” as used in printing. 

To double roll a machine you do not reduce the 
speed, but print every alternate cycle, thus reducing 
the output by half. Automatic double roll" gear 
has been done away with on all modern machines, ав 
the colour capacity of the machine has been increased, it 
has more sensitive gear, and by reducing speed of machine 
во as to get а longer period of impression, the printer attains 
the same end, the output of the machine being about 25 
per cent. less. 

A modern machine runs from 1,600 to 1,750 per hour, 
and its heaviest work can be done at 1,250 to 1,400 per 
hour, and this is the practical range of speed control that 
motors should possess when put to flat-bed machines. Stop- 
cylinder presses run at a maximum of 1,200 per hour. 

As regards Mr. Broadbent’s views as to speed range, 
I quite agree with him that variable control beyond the 
limit mentioned is a costly fad and a delusion. 

But to a printer who attaches some value to the appear- 
ance of his work, the life of his machine, freedom from 


breakdowns, worry and anxiety, variable speed control is of 
great importance. Many of the evils that occur in printing 
are due—and solely due—to running every job, be it light 
or heavy, at maximum speed. And, by the way, many 
minders and overseers have little or no idea of the heavy 
strains that are thrown on the machine in so doing. 
Trusting this may be of some use to your readers— 


Ed. Eberwein. 
Croydon, December 14th, 1903. 


The Working of the Maximum Demand System. 


We have recently had fitted to an installation run from a 
corporation supply, at 220 volte direct, one of the Reason 
Oo.’s patent three-wire demand indicators. Readings are 
taken daily of current consumed, and also of the height of 
the demand indicator. During November the maximum 
demand was 2,200 units = 100 amperes with all lamps 
burning. Now, with the same lights, it has increased to 
2,300 units = 105 amperes, within a fraction. As it is 
impossible for an increase of 5 amperes to occur with exactly 
the same lights in circuit, we should be pleased to hear from 
anyone who has noticed the same thing with any demand 
indicator. The difference in the charges being £2 10s. in 
place of 16s. 8d., you may imagine it is a matter of some 
concern to consumers. If it is caused through a drop in the 
voltage from the Corporation supply, are we not entitled to 
take the lowest reading as correct ? 


Middlesbrough, December 14th, 1908. 


[We fail to see anything surprising in these results. The 
replacement of a few of the lamps (over 500 8-C.P. equi- 
valent) by new ones, possibly less efficient, or by lamps of 4 
higher candle-power—a common occurrence—an accidental 
rise of voltage of only 8 per cent. at the moment when all 
the lamps were on, or a combination of these conditions, 
would easily account for the difference in the maximum 
demand. We fear our correspondent will not find it so 
easy to induce the Corporation to accept the lower 
reading.—Eps. ELRC. REv.] 


H. M. Hoyles. 


Design of Direct- Current Machinery. 


Mr. Fynn states only the effect on the brush-holder of 
running the motor in the direction of the inclination of the 
brush, and he does not consider the effect on the oom- 
mutator. | 

Referring to Mr. Fynn’s sketches again, in fig. 1 with 
the armature revolving with the inclination of the brush, 
and in a clockwise direction, the brush acte as a wedge 
between the side “b” and the commutator. Such a con- 
dition is liable to cause very serious heating of the commu- 
tator on aecount of the greatly increased friction. On 
several occasions cases have occurred where the commutator 
was heated up to such an extent as to cause the leads to 
become unsoldered from the commutator segments. To 
remedy this, either the direction of rotation has been changed, 
as in fig. 2, or the brushes altered so that the inclination was 

inst the direction of rotation. The result in every case 
has been that the commutator has run with its normal heating. 

Bat, in dealing with this question, everything depends on 
the angle at which the brush is inclined. Practically, carbon 
brushes are made for inclinations up to 45°, depending 
on the designer. From the wide differences of design 
noticeable between the machines of different makers, it seems 
almost as if the angle of inclination used were decided on 
from the mere whim of the designer, and without any real 
attempt at suiting the angle to the conditions involved. 

There are two component pressures to be considered ; 
first, the pressure of the face of the commutator on the 
brush, which acts on a line through the centre of the shaft, 
and the point of contact of the brush ; secondly, the force 
equal and opposite to the tangential force due to the friction 
of the brush on the commutator. These two pressures are 
at right angles to one another. The resultant pressure on 
the brush is, of course, the resultant of these two com- 
ponents. The direction of the resultant pressure is found 
tangential nressnre 


radial pressure Ой 
tangent of the angle of inclination of the brush. This is at the 


from the value, „ which gives the 
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same time the value for the coefficient of friction. The angle 
of inclination, therefore, depends entirely on the value of 
the coefficient of friction, the two values being numerically 
the same, This fact makes the angle absolutely independent 
of the speed of the commutator. Where carbon brushes are 
concerned, it has been found from a long series of exhaustive 
tests, which the writer has now before him, that the 
coefficient of friction remains constant for all speeds of 
commutators which are practically possible. With copper 
brushes this is not the case, the coefficient of friction 
decreasing with the speed, but copper brushes being fixed, 
their consideration does not enter the discussion. 

The following table gives the tangents of the angles of 
inclination :— 


Angle of Tangent of angle = 
inclination. eceficient of friction. 

10° 177 

18° 268 

20° 365 

25° 467 

30° 578 

35° “701 

40° a 84 

45° 1 


Now for carbon brushes on commutators, a good 
average value for the coefficient of friction is 25, 
varying from about 15 minimum to `8 maximum. With 
graphite brushes the average value is considerably higher, 
being about 375, varying from about :3 minimum to ‘5 
maximum. From this, it will be seen that the useful 
inclination is about 15° with carbon brushes, and about 20? 
to 25? with graphite brushes. 

There are one or two considerations why it would be 
advisable to decrease the angle of inclination, and, again, 
one or two considerations why it would be advisable to 
increase the angle; but these offset each other, and for all 
practical purposes, the angle of inclination may be deduced 
from the value of the coefficient of friction. If the angle 
i8 increased beyond these limita, no real advantage is gained 
when the machine is running against the inclination of the 
brushes, and it is practically impossible to run the machine 
with the inclination of the brushes on account of the 
damaging effect to the commutator from wedging " and to 
the brush-holder from pitting. 

G. N. Thomas. 

Rugby, December 14th, 1908. 


South African Affairs. 


As а South African colonist of many years’ standing, with 
fairly constant visits to the * Old World " to prevent mental 
rust, your leader, Our South African Market,” of the issne 
of December 4th interests me. I think it is impossible for 
an Englishman sitting at home, and who has not had a 
lengthy Colonial experience, to enter into our constant 
worries with manufacturers at such long range without mis- 
judging. There is first and always the '*infallibility " of 
the English manufacturer, who knows better than you do 
what is suitable for climates, situations and conditions he 
has never seen, who has one standard—the best—and refuses 
to leave his well-worn groove. This often wastes valuable 
time, and makers do not seem to appreciate the vast 
distances to be bridged in correspondence. They have 
absolutely suicidal tendencies, and do not mind in the least 
Jeaving one in the lurch, as, for instance, the following :— 
Some time ago, after much negotiation, I managed to secure 
an order for a certain machine (we need not be too definite ; 
as a matter of fact, a kind of road roller) from one of the 
Colonial Governments, To those unacquainted with the 
inner workings of Government orders, I may mention that 
this entails a good deal of correspondence and some inter- 
views to calm the fears of the powers that be of trying 
experiments,” which is their great bugbear, and to have the 
necessary amount placed upon the estimates for the ensuing 
financial year. After receiving the provisional order, with 
the promise of all others, if successful, you may imagine my 
disgust to receive a letter from the makers that they had 


found it necessary to make certain alterations in the design, 


and that they were too busy to do this at present, and could 
not take any orders, as they were working overtime in 
other departments! | 
manufactures into South Africa, and spent many hundreds 


Now, I had introduced this firm's ^ 


with them. Fortunately for me, I had done à good deal of 
business with the Government department in question, or I 
should have appeared a considerable fool. 

If I may be allowed to criticise, I would say that 
English makers do not carry sufficient, or very often- any, 
stock. I have hunted all England through for a matter of 
three coupled engine-dynamo sets for ship lighting. This 
was during the war, when the price was a secondary con- 
sideration, but I had to wait seven weeks, ten weeks and three 
months, and then had two left on my hands. Fortunately I 
had a few sets in hand just before this. Neither do they 
standardise and stock repair parts like the Americans and 
Germans; or pay sufficient attention to the fact of much 
hotter engine rooms, and in packing they have much to 
learn from the Yankees. A small thing, perhaps, to an 
English packer, but it meant about £100 loss to me, was 
this: three 16-in. induction coils arrived in pieces from 
the simple omission to place proper battens in the cases. I 
could multiply this ad infinitum. 

I always find American and German firms exceedingly 
pushing and intelligent, deluging one with well got-up 
printed matter, blue prints and details. Americans, 
especially, are wonderfully perfect in the matter of stan- 
dardisation of repair parts, supplying copious catalogues 
ае and numbered down to each individual screw and 
washer, 

American castings are so clear and perfect that, from an 
Englishman’s point of view, they take advantage of 
this fact and chuck in castings, in arc lamps, for instance, to 
use one illustration, which, in English work, would be all 
tooled. This often goes against one’s stomach, and gives 
one an initial dislike, and sometimes a permanent one, but 
after lengthy trials such lamps work well, and **the proof 
of the pudding is in the eating.” 

You will always find these nations fully to the fore in the 
latest practice. As regards packing the American even over 
does it. I remember a small 10-kw. multipolar-coupled set 
I had from the States which reached me packed in more 
than 20 cases. In large sets they always take everything to 
pieces (knocked down), and they had followed this out most 
religiously, each field coil being in a separate case of double 
wood ; the marble switchboard in a triple case, the board 
itself wrapped in paper, packed in a light case, this other 
case wrapped in tarred felt, zinc lined and packed in a third 
case. Elaborate, you may вау, but very perfect for up- 
country journeys; and a slight difference to an English 
dynamo weighing 2 tons I had to get on a fourth floor of a 
factory with only a 1-ton lift, and no other means of 
getting it up. This was a job I shall not forget. 

I also remember to my cost a consignment of 60 large 
arc-lamp globes from England (imported straight from 
„Liebe Vaterland " as the paper packings showed, although 
the senders assured me they had sent them from stock when I 
asked why they had not been shipped from Hamburg). 
These were two in a barrel, and I received 17 whole ones ! 
Prime cost each 218. ; packing, commission, freight, primage, 
duty, landing, wharfage and carriage came to oonsiderably 
over 100 per cent. Anybody with & real taste for mathe- 
matics can calculate what those 17 globes cost apiece! As 
for accumulator boxes, I have had more than once to order 
the normal number three times over to receive sufficient to 
complete the job in hand. It is no good talking about in- 
surance. This is toolong a tale, My experience is to pay only 
F. P. A. rates. If you are silly enough to pay against all 
risks—a very heavy annual charge—you will find in the end 
it is & useless safeguard. Under the shipping rules, your 
claims are only paid if the cases are broken, and the same 
are opened in the presence of a surveyor and the shipping 
company's representative. 

One more instance and I have done. A coupled dynamo 
and engine set of about 40 Kw. for a Government depart- 
ment, built to my specifications, duly arrived with the test 
sheets showing that they had been run together satis- 
factorily. Yet that engine and dynamo never had been 
run together; the dynamo probably had been belted to shaft- 
ing, as they each ran in reverse directions, and there was not 
sufficient wire on either fields or brush-rocker until we 
added it, to reverse the direction. Also the engine governed 
at one speed and the dynamo gave ita output at another—s 
difference of over 100 revolutions. This necessitated a 
change of pulleys. 
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Yes, I think the Englishman might give a little more 
thought to his relatives across the water, and remember how 
far we are away from the factory. Not, for instance, for- 
warding a voltmeter for 120-volts reading, with no reading 
below 20, for their alternator exciting circuit which took 
current at 20 volte. 

As I have friends in both places, as the parson stated, I 
prefer, in this instance, to subscribe myself тре 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plant. 


Mr. Morcom, in his latest letter on the above subject, quotes 
the fact that, for the year 1902, the cost of coal at Ncar- 
borough was 85d. per unit, while at Cambridge, with a less 
output and a lower load factor, it was only 66d., as a proof 
that load factor and presumably output also have по very 
close bearing on the relative economies.” Не adduces this 
in support, of the utility of his comparative tables, in which, 
as [ have shown, his selected reciprocating engine stations 
have, on the average, a 50 per cent. better load factor and a 
100 per cent. greater output than the turbine stations. 
Now for the year 1902 the Scarborough load factor was only 
about 24 per cent., and the output only about 5 per cent., 
better than the corresponding Cambridge figures, and while 
24 per cent. and 5 per cent. differences may very well be 
masked by other conditions, this is not so likely to be the case 
where it is à matter of differences amounting to 50 per cent. 
and 100 per cent. 

Mr. Morcom's whole argument on this point is illustrative 
of the extreme danger that attends his method of making 
comparisons between stations as to the precise circumstances 
of which he is necessarily very ignorant. He could not 
very well be aware of it, but the reason for the superior fuel 
economy attained at Cambridge over Scarborough in 1902 
is perfectly well known to me, and was simply due to the 
fact that during а considerable portion of the year in ques- 
tion Cambridge was working with much larger, and therefore 
more economical, units of plant than were in use at Ncar- 
borough. | 

The effect of this was to more than counterbalance the 
slightly superior load factor and output of Scarborough, 
which, by themselves, would of course have a contrary 
tendency. 

Farther, in objecting to my criticism of his comparisons 
on the score of load factor, Mr. Morcom is not consistent, 
when it suits his own purpose, as in the case of the com- 
parison he makes between Leeds and Newcastle, he himself 
calls in the matter of load factor to support his argument. 

What is, however, altogether amazing, is that Mr. Morcom 
appears to be ignorant as to what is really meant by the 
term “load factor" in connection with ordinary electric 
supply stations. He surmises that the inequality in the load 
factors that I have pointed out * might be due to anxiety on 
the part of the turbine stations to hold a big margin of 
spare plant." What in the world has spare plant to do with 
load factor ? As everyone knows, it isa matter not of plant 
capacity nor of special load, but of ordinary maximum load 
actually ascertained in practice. The poor load factors at 
Cambridge and at Scarborough are easily understood when 
one remembers that at Cambridge a large part of the ont- 
роб goes to colleges which are practically shut up for about 
half the year, while Scarborough is a watering place with a 
very short season in the summer months, wherethe maximum 
load in kilowatts actually occurs in the beginning of Sep- 
tember instead of in December, with its much shorter days, 
аз is the case in most places. 

No doubt, both at Cambridge and at Scarborough at the 
end of the year 1902, the amount of plant installed was 
considerably in excess of actual requirements. The reason 
for this was two-fold, viz., a considerable provision in each 
case for extension, and also the fact that in both stations 
rome new and rouch larger, and consequently more econo- 
mical units of plant, had just been installed to replace the 
original smaller units which sufficed when the load was less, 
which smaller units had not then been removed, as has since 
been done to a considerable extent. 

Here, again, we have an illustration of the way in which 
Mr. Morcom is arguing about places with the special local 
conditions of which he is evidently entirely unacquainted. 
This is further evidenced by the fact that among his 


selected reciprocating engine stations he included Salisbury, 
where, as I have already mentioned, a large proportion of 
the generation—to the extent, I am authoritatively told, of 
one-third of the total unite—is carried on by water-poser. 
I do not find any allusion to this matter of Salisbury in Mr. 
Morcom’s reply to my criticisms. 

With regard to the Leeds and the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
stations, Mr. Morcom’s comparison, as I understand, refers 
to the figures for the year 1902, when, as I am informed, 
the Newcastle station was still running largely with recipro- 
cating engines. Consequently, the results are but of small 
moment in relation to the present controversy. 

For the year 1903, whether the figure is Mr. Barker's 38, 
or the still lower figure which, as I understand, is now being 
attained, even if we accept as necessary Mr. Morcom's 
allowance of 20 per cent. for the difference between units 
generated and units sold, we shall still have a result which 
I am sure it will take Leeds all it& time to equal, and this 
with almost the whole Newcastle output generated by tur- 
bines. As to this, however, no doubt it will be best to 
await in patience the publication of the exact figures, which 
ought now to be available in a few weeks. 

In conclusion, I would point out that cost of fuel, labour, 
and upkeep do not comprise the whole matter. There is 
also the question of first cost both of the engines and 
dynamos themselves, and also of the foundations and build- 
ings. Interest on capital expenditure being a very large 
item in the final result, these latter matters must not be 
overlooked, and there can be little doubt that in respect to 
these the turbine has the advantage. 

Finally, I would say that: after a very considerable and 
somewhat exceptional experience of several thousands of 
horse-power of steam turbines, both for electrical and al 
for other purposes, covering in all a continuous period -f 
some 18 years, [ am satisfied that though in the earlier duys 
there were admittedly not a few cases of blade stripping (just 
as there were many broken crankshafts in the earlier develop- 
ment of high speed reciprocating engines) this is not now a 
contingency that need be taken seriously into account, given 
only proper workmanship in the first instance, and reasonable 
care in running. In fact, under similar conditions in these 
respects, I have no hesitation in expressing my opinion that 
the steam turbine is now quite as reliable as any other form 
of steam engine. 
A. A. Campbell Swinton. 


66, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 
December 14th, 1903. 


In the above correspondence the original question, in 
which results of my tests on the Cambridge plant were com- 
pared with those of Prof. Ewing in a manner unfavourable 
to the latter, is gradually being passed over by the champions 
of reciprocating engines. I think, before further items are 
raised, it might be well to settle this. 

On the 20th ult. your correspondent said. I was wrong in 
my figures respecting the value of vacuum ; on the 8th 
inst. he says possibly I am wrong ;" and when I tell you 
I have authority for saying that the results of more recent 
tests on turbines"—than the one on which the table 
published in the Min. Pror. Inst. M.E. Glasgow Congress 
was based—“ show that the curve really bends down, and 
that the earlier test was based on so small a range of vacuum 
as not to give the curve accurately; it is always difficult 
from a small range of testa to determine which way a curve 
bends,” he will do me the justice to say I am right. 

I cannot agree that the original point isa fine опе; 18 per 
cent, deterioration in one year’s wear, as alleged, needed 
correction, bat I quite agree 14 per cent. to 2 per cent. 
increased consumption when a separator is not in use is an 
extremely fine point. I may, therefore, I think, without 
undue presumption, assume that the statement by Prof. 
Ewing on which my share in this correspondence began, 
namely, *I am of opinion that the resulta of the present 
trials show that there has been no deterioration due to wear," 
has been sustained. 

In a letter dated November 20th, my attention is drawn to 
some tests on Belliss engines referred to in the Min. Proc. 
Inst. C. K., and on these figures I made some comments in 
mine of the 30th ult. It appeared to me that not only were 
the trials inoomparable without correction for vacuum in 
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favour of the original trials, but that a deterioration of 5 per 
cent. had taken place due to wear. J am anxiously awaiting 
areply to this. The value of this correspondence is very 
small to your readers if statements when started are not fully 
substantiated or withdrawn ; may I appeal to Mr. Morcom 
to continue this portion of the discussion ? 

Again, Mr. Swinton and I are accused of attacking Mr. 
Morcom’s examples of station results. I fear he forgets he is 
the attacking party ; he began by alleging that turbines are 
greally inferior to reciprocating engines, whilst we are 
defending only. I have, as yet, only tried to prove in 
defence that turbines are on at least an equal footing. 

Now to come to the Newcastle-on-Tyne figures, I have 
not the good fortune to possess a copy of the returns for this 
station; my figures were obtained from a printed report of 
the speech of the company’s chairman issued by the com- 
pany, and the figures quoted are for nine months later than 
two of Mr. Morcom’s reciprocating examples, the same year 
as one and three months earlier than four. Leeds is 
included in the last four. I think that disposes of the 
charge of unfairness. The Newcastle-on-Tyne figures are 
certainly not published in the technical Press, but surely 
this is not the fault of turbines or a prohibition on their use. 

Now, before we go any further, may I be allowed toclear a 
little ground. I have had some experience in buying and 
selling engines, and I never remember a case where the 
guarantees were other than the amount of steam consumed 
per kilowatt or per horse-power (omitting maintenance for six 
or twelve months). May we not, therefore, confine ourselves 
to coal and load factor, at any rate, for the present ? I have 
already pointed out that “stores and oil" and “repairs ” 
include dynamos, mains, batteries, buildings, &c. Even if 
you placed your valuable space at our disposal, these other 
figures would require much more time than I have at my 
disposal to reduce them to the common denominator of 
turbines and reciprocating engines. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne figures are for units sold, not gene- 
rated, if the chairman is to be believed. Page 1 of his speech 
says, the number of units sold during the year was 
5,537,500,” which includes wholesale to Wallsend and retail 
to Newcastle city. Further, оп page 2, the number sold 
retail in Wallsend is given, and the whole of the sales retail 
are 5,011,300. Before I accept these figures for the reduc- 
tion to price per unit in coal, may I ask how many units 
are sold wholesale in Leeds? for I believe all the public 
lighting is so metered. Even if we take this lower figure of 
total units sold, the coal still is 2d. per unit against Leeds 
28, a superiority of 274 per cent. Mr. Morcom may have 
later knowledge of Wallsend power house than I, but during 
1902 I was in the station almost every week, and the tur- 
bine did by far the larger portion of the work. I note the 
parenthesis re the load factor, which reads as though I had 
wilfully suppressed essential figures. I stated in my last 
letter against the table that the figure was not available, and 
even now I do not know what it is. 

However, I am prepared to go further in meeting Mr. 
Morcom, as he objects to Newcastle in my list, and take it 
out. I must also remove Leeds, and we now have :— 


Load 


Coal. Avge. factor Avge. 
1901 Newcastle and District 1,619,671 69 13:67 
1902 Cambridge : .. 419,005 66 687 9°13 10°35 
1902 Scarborough '... 431,777 85 9°34 Ў 
1902-3 West Bromwich 285,848 55 9:27 
1902.3 Bootle .. ... 1,619,129 41 28:44 
1902-3 Taunton... T 646,273 "70 77 12°77 16:63 
1901-2 Yarmouth Ves * . 418021 1°38 974 
1901-2 King's Lynn 286,679 59 15:58 


The result is turbines, average coal 687 Load factor 10:35 
engines, average coal 77 Load factor 16:63 


Now, as to Yarmouth—why may I not drag it in? 
An appeal has been made to the list in the Electrical Times, 
and when I select à town from the same list as nearly com- 
parable to Scarborough as is possible, bnt to its own dis- 
advantage in load factor, an objection israised. How, then, 
can your readers prepare a list for themselves for a few pence 
if they may not take the figures from the list ? 

However, to pursue this new argument, which I shall 
presently show, i8 two-edged; surely the engineer at Yarmouth 
is the best judge which coal gives him the cheapest result, 
and I presume he is of opinion that Welsh will produce more 
pounds of steam per penny worth of coal than any other. 
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On this coal basis, let us take Leeds and Cambridge. 
Both are using smudge; the railway and cartage rates to 
the latter town are from a minimum of 8s. 6d. per ton from 
Nottinghamshire to 9s. 6d. per ton from South Yorkshire. 
The price paid for coal is, I believe, from 10s. to 11s. (in 
my timeas low as 9s. 9d.)—let us say 108. 6d. Value of 
coal ig, therefore, 28. ; shall we say 2s. 6d. Leeds, pre- 
sumably, has a siding, and the carriage rate should not be 
more than 2s., making smudge 4s. 6d. per ton, and on this 
basis we have Cambridge coal 283d. per unit. May I ask 
now, where is the superiority of Leeds ? 

Mr. Morcom says he can show :38 stations giving an 
average of *41 for fuel, but this is less than a quarter of 
the reciprocating stations in the list. What about the 
remainder ? 

Does Mr. Morcom seriously maintain that he took trouble 
to make a comparable list, when all of the reciprocating stations 
he selected are condensing, and two of the turbine stations 
non-condensing, or only partly so, when the turbine load 
factor is 10°56 per cent., engine 15°67 per cent., when one 
of his stations was partly water-driven? I drew his 
attention to the load factor in my last letter, but I am 
afraid I cannot follow his reasoning. The total amount of 
plant in a station has no relation to load factor whatever, 
and, as far as I know, the maximum reading in all stations 
is based on the maximum demand made on a station during 
the year, whether turbine or reciprocating. If the load 
factor has no close bearing on economy, why should Mr. 
Morcom accuse me of suppressing Newcastle-on-Tyne ? 
However, I am sure of the support of all station engineers 
in my view of the value of this figure. 

Lastly, Mr. Morcom makes a series of ez parte statements 
regarding turbines, which consideration of your space 
prevents my replying to. No doubt, he will refer me to the 
mishap at West Bromwich. In the absence of a reply to 
this by the builders themselves, I shall be happy to give 
what I consider a perfectly satisfactory account, as 1 am 
conversant with the particulars of this case. 

In one paper, Mr. Thomas, of Huddersfield, draws my 
attention to the record and excellent results obtained in his 
station. I sincerely congratulate him on it. I would, how- 
ever, point out that all his units are sold on the switchboard, 
and at least 25 per cent. must be added to the cost to bring 
them to units sold, so that, for my purpose, his costs are 45d. 
per unit. 

I should also like to learn how a station of 2,300 H.P. can 
be run for 12 months for the sum of £20 (twenty pounds) 
in oil, waste, water and stores; perhaps Mr. Thomas will 
give ns the benefit of a complete list of his purchases on this 
head, debiting his stock of stores at the beginning of the 


| year, and crediting those at the end. 


John H. Barker, M. Inst. . E. 
Loughborough, December 14 /, 1903. 


— — 


I have read with interest the correspondence following on 
Mr. Wilkinson’s paper. As I hope to shortly have an 
opportunity of dealing with this question at greater length 
than is possible in a letter, I will not discuss in detail the 
accuracy of the figures quoted by your correspondents ; 
but as more than one reference has been made to the 
Wallsend plant of our clients, the Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Electric Supply Co., I think it well to point out that the 
results quoted depend upon such a variety of factors, that 
in the absence of fuller information, any deductions there- 
from are liable to be quite misleading. 

As Mr. Lea points out, an attempt is being made, based 
upon entirely inadequate information, to compare plant 
working under conditions which differ almost as widely as 
the machines themselves. 

The first of the two 2,000-Kw. turbines now working 
at Wallsend was ordered more than three years ago, 
and it is sufficient indication of our opinion to say 
that, as a result of our experience, we have recently placed 
orders for six Parsons turbines with an aggregate output of 
over 11,000 kw. for our clients, the Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Electric Supply Co. and the Priestman Power Co. 

We have also on order for another client a 500-Kw. 
Curtis turbine, which will, we believe, be the first tarbine 


N 
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of this type to operate in a central supply station in this 

country. 

Wu Charles H. Merz. 

28, Victoria Strect, Westminster, i 
December 18th, 1903. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


‘Electrical Wares Exported. 
WHEE ENDING Dec. 16TH, 1902. | Wee емріма Dec. 15711, 1903, 


Alexandria .. oe „. Value £288 Alexandria“. * 
Amsterdam. е ee .. 586 Amsterdam .. T өө do: T ui 
Auckland. - T i 19 Buenos Ayres T oe . 105 
Bangkok ee .. ee ee 92 Calcutta .» ee oe ee 297 
Bombay  .. .. oe „ 178 Cape Town. es oe .. 642 
aT Teleg. wire .. 1650 Colombo ee e.e 95 
Boulogne .. s is wie 16 Delagoa Bay Ss ae ве 81 
Calcutta se ee se ees 517 Durban ee ee ee ee 1,876 
Cape Town .. 90 T „ 274 » Teleg. mat. oe 14 
Colombo. T hee Vnd 71 East London 42 oe ч 
Copenhagen. Teleg. cable. 260 Fremantle. Elec. machinery.. 155 
Durban T га T . 980 m Teleph. cable. 124 
East London a - ae 1,584 Gibraltar Р y T ө» 11 
pals T on as oe oa е Ü рь NAX ee 10 
à 32 amburg. Teleph. a un 
Nu i Makowa s " * im 92 19 
ier e „ Teleg. cable - 
Ostend 59 377 Montreal 5 А T T y 
Otago 20 Port Elizabeth  .. ec ee 40 
Perth T 4% is 1,416 а Teleg. mat. .. 62 
»  Teleg. mat. a бэ 52 Rio Janeiro.. за T $e 76 
Port Elizabeth .. " ss 80 xt Teleg. apprts. .. 650 
Rangoon .. аф ^ nie 26 | Shanghai өө ee . 180 
Rockhampton - is ae 96 Singapore ae 80 .. 141 
Sydney "$ ж ES „ 35 Sydney ee AR . 808 
аў, M bh wire  .. ee ЕН эн Teleg. mat. bs oo 280 
Tokio „ 50 VVV; «88 "эю om 
Мега Cruz .. ae - 4,523 
Wellington .. в TA фә 77 
Yokohama .. - T - 30 
Total £14,332 Total T £6,226 
Foreign Goods Transhipped, 
Perth. Elec. mat. .. Value £456 | East London. Elec. wire Value £31 ` 
Sydney. Elec. goods. й ЗО Gothenburg. Teleph. mat. 41 
Total .. £606 Total os XE 
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Catalogues and Lists,— The Sun ELECTRICAL CO., 

of Charing Cross Road, has issued an illustrated list of ita various 
adaptations of the electric reflector specialities, and shop window 
fittings which we described recently in these columns. 
. Messrs. Orank, Номт & Co., 159—160, Shoreditch, E., have 
issued a catalogue of electric lighting supplies, showing '' Venus A 
incandescent and Nernst lamps, sundry wires, lampholders, switches 
and so on. 

Messrs. B. KUETTNER & MacDowELL, of 3, Adam Street, 
Adelphi, W.C., who are the sole agents in Great Britain, for Dr. 
Jeschke, of Berlin, are sending out a circular drawing attention to 
the Jeschke commutator protector. They have also sent us а 
small list giving prices and some details of portable accumulators. 

The ELECTRIC & ORDNANCE АссеѕѕовІнв Co., Lro., of Birming- 
ham, has issued a 40 pp. catalogue got up in excellent style, 
describing its direct working central battery telephone exchange 
system, and its central battery inter-communication system. The 
pamphlet should be interesting to all engineers, architects and 
others who have to do with the equipment of telephonic installations 
in hospitals, asylums, workhouses and other large buildings. The 
illustrations, both of the instruments themselves and of the diagrams 
of connections, are of the first class. Copies of the pamplet may be 
obtained on application. 

The INTERNATIONAL ELECTRIC Co., of Redcross Street, E.C., have 
brought out a catalogue of their various telephone material 
including battery call'phones with and without induction coils, 
inter-communication sets, magneto call telephones, signalling 
apparatus for mines, micro-telephones for tramways, central switch- 


boards, &c. Illustrations and prices are given. : 
Messrs. E. F. Moy, Lb., have issued a circular of their No. 83 
type stage plugs. 


The ELROTRICAL Co., Lro., of Charing Cross Road, W.C., has 
brought out a list illustrating a patent automatic cut-off switch for 
shop windows, lamp signs, &c. 

A new illustrated catalogue has been published by the BarTISH 
PROMETHEUS Co, Lrp., of Kingston-on-Thames, giving very full 
details of their electric radiatore and heating stoves, with diagrams 
showing how to regulate temperature, also many illustrations of the 
apparatus, and prices of same. . 

Some illustrated circulars have come to hand from Mxssns. 
Dorman & SMITH, of Salford, in which they give descriptions of 
their standard electrical accessories. These lists, we understand, 
have been issued to meet the needs of customers until the next 
edition of the complete catalogue is ready. The D. & S. grip 
contact circuit-breakers, chopper switches, tumbler switches, fuses, 
fuse-boxes and fuse bridges, new patterns of plain iron fittings, and 
other lines are shown, detailed and priced. There are several new 
patterns of switchgear shown, notably the automatic circuit-breakers 
on list A 3, and the “С” type switches on list L 3. The latter are 
intended to replace some of the older series. We understand that 
improved methods of manufacture have enabled the firm to 
materially reduce the prices of many of the older specialities, such 
as the strong iron fittings, brass ships' fittings, and various porcelain 
accessories, without reducing the high class of design and work- 
manship. 

Messrs. W. N. BURTON & Son, of Musselburgh, have just issued 
a new price-list illustrating their special galvanised arc lamp rope, 
which is of a new construction which renders it very flexible. 


Books Received.—* Calculating Scale: a Substitute 
for the Slide Rule,” by W. Knowles. London: E. & F. N. Spon, 
Ltd. 
« Fortschritte der Elektrotechnik," Part IV., 1902, by Dr. Karl 
Strecker. Berlin: Julius Springer. M. 10. 

“ Wireless Telegraphy," by C. H. Sewall. London: Crosby 
Lockwood & Son. 10s. 6d. net. . 

“ Diagrammes et Surfaces Thermodynamiques,” by J. W. Gibbs. 
Paris: C. Naud. F.2. T 

„L' Hlectricité dans les Mines en Europe,” by E. Guarini. 
Brussels: Ramlot Bros. & Sisters. F. 5. 

* A Record of the International Fire Exhibition, Earl's Court, 
London, 1903,” by Edwin O. Sachs. London: The British Fire 
Prevention Committee. 5s. net. 

“The Grant and Validity of British Patents for Inventions," by 
James Roberts London: John Murray. 1903. 268. net. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—On Monday, Decem- 
ber 7th, the British Electric Car Co., of Trafford Park, passed a 
resolution winding-up voluntarily, as the company “cannot by 
reason of its liabilities continue its business.” Mr. T. F. Wild, of 
23, Broad Street Avenue, E.C., is the liquidator. 

In connection with the transfer of the business to Messrs. 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., the British Schuckert Electric Co., Ltd., 
resolved on November 17th, to wind-up voluntarily, Mr. A. J acob, 
the general manager, being appointed liquidator. | 

A meeting of the Imperial Electric Supplies, Ltd., is to be held 
on January 15th, at 5, Gray’s Inn Square, to hear an account of the 
winding-up. A meeting of the Pile-Bloc Battery Co. will be held 
on the same date at the same address for a similar purpose.. 

Messrs, W. Court and H. Taylor (Court & Taylor, electrical and 
motor engineers and contractors, 52, Broadway, Wimbledon), have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. Court, who will continue the business, 
will attend to debts. — - 

Mr. Stephen Appleyard has retired from the hrm of Alessre. 
Appleyard & Stather, о у engineers, of 25 and 26, Hopwood 
Street, Hull. The business will be continued alone by his partner, 
Mr. Thos. Stather. 
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Are and Incandescent Lamp Manufacture. —Оп 
Saturday last, at the monthly meeting of the London Association of 
Foremen Engineers and Draughtsmen, held at the Cannon Street 
Hotel (Mr. A. W. Hill, the President, in the chair), two papers were 
read, one being upon “Arc Lamps,” by Mr. A. E. Angold, and the 
second upon the manufacture of electric incandescent lamps as well 
as а general survey of present and prospective methods of electric 
lighting, by Mr. J. Harrington. Mr. Angold traced the early 
history of the arc lamp up to the present time, and gave a detailed 
account of the new ' Maxim ” arc lamp, some lamps of this type 
being exhibited running, and various detached portions placed on 
view. Dealing with the manufacture of incandescent lamps, Mr. 
Harrington described the process from the mixing of the cellulose 
to the stamping of the lamp, samples at its various stages being 
handed round. By the aid of diagrams the many details in manu- 
facture of an incandescent lamp, as carried out by the Sir Hiram 
Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co. at their Gillingham Street 
works, were explained. The author finished with a display of 
vacuum tubes containing various gases. 


The Fire Exhibition.—The British Fire Prevention 
Committee has issued an official record of the exhibits at the Inter- 
national Fire Exhibition of 1903. We understand that the Com- 
mittee have only been able to publish this volume through the 
liberality of the Exhibition directorate ; a limited edition of 500 
copies will be available to the public through the Committee's 
agents. We have received a copy of the book for review. It is 
well bound in red covers, and contains many excellent and interest- 
ing plates, as well as illustrations of noteworthy exhibits. The 
contents make the work a fitting companion to the “Official Recosd " 
of the Congress to which we made reference a few weeks ago. 


Electric Wiring.—We have received a sample of flexible 
tubing which has been introduced by Messrs. John Lawman & Co., 
of 143, New Kent Road, S.E., for the protection of electric light 
wires from short-circuiting and wire-fusing troubles. The metal 
tube serves as а protecting mantle without interfering with the 
flexibility. The tubes are made of steel, either zinc, brass, or 
copper-plated, polished or unpolished. 


For Sale.—Mr. W. E. Bland has resigned the position 
of managing director of Bland Bros., Ltd., in order to confine him- 
self to consulting work. The company will therefore be wound up 
voluntarily, and the businesses at Newcastle-on-Tyne and Darlington 
are now offered for sale. Some details willbe found in our adver- 
tisements to-day. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—The creditors of Mr. Mex 
Margowski, financial agent and managing director of the Honduras 
Government Banking and Trading Co., Ltd., 13 and 14, Abchurch 
Lane, E.C., met on December 10th at the London Bankruptcy Court 
before Mr. G. W. Chapman, official receiver. He had been con- 
nected with many companies. In 1895 the debtor subscribed £3,500 
for working capital of a private syndicate called the Apostoloff 
Automatic Telephone (Parent) Syndicate, Ltd. He has acted as 
managing director of the concern, which was reconstructed in 1897 
and again in 1903, as the Automatic Telephone Co. (1903), Ltd. 
The meeting was adjourned to 21st inst. to enable the debtor to 
submit an offer to the creditors. 

At Grimsby on December 10th, Mr. Appleton, barrister, applied 
for an order to wind up the affairs of Messrs. Sharpe & Co., electrical 
engineers, of Strand Street, Grimsby. The application was opposed 
on behalf of the company and the debenture holders. It was stated 
that a receiver had been appointed, and Judge Sir G. Sherston 
Baker, in adjourning the application for further evidence, instructed 
the Receiver not to part with any of the company’s effects until after 
the hearing of the petition. 


Trade Announcements,—Mr. C. D. Falcke notifies 
that owing to pressure of work in bis electrical contracting business, 
he has relinquished his interest in the manufacturing business 
known as the Birmingham Electrical Fittings Co., and his late 
partner Mr. Percival West will carry on that business. In the 


meantime, Mr. Falcke will continue his business of “electrical 


contracting and personal consulting work" under the name of the 
Birmingham Installation Co., which was established by him eight 
years ago. Mr. West notifies that he will carry on the business 
of his company as formerly, and he intends to greatly increase the 
plant and machinery so as to be better able to execute orders 
promptly. It is proposed to remove to much larger quarters, where 
it will be possible to have a considerably increased turnover. 

Messrs. R. W. Vicarey & Co. are about to commence business at 
101, Peel Terrace, Marston Road, Stafford, as experts and 
analysts of storage batteries and their electrolytes.” They have 
жы a small list explaining their business, giving a tariff of 

ees. 

Mr. Harold Elliot announces that having received an appoint- 
ment with an electrical firm in Manchester, he has relinquished the 
agencies for various firms of manufacturers which he has heretofore 
held at Manchester. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Machinery and Ap- 
paratus.—A steady toneis noticeable as regards the imports of 
foreign electrical machinery into this country, the returns for 
November showing a total of £37,530 as compared with £37,720 in 
October last, and bringing up the total for the first 11 months of 
the year to £505,268. On the other hand, an increase has taken 
place in the imports of foreign electrical goods and apparatus, 
November's total being £82,944, as contrasted with £58,212 in the 
same month a year ago. For the 11 months ending with November 
(he aggregate imports have reached a total of £732,088, an increase 
1 £108,482 over the corresponding period of 1902. 


Natal.—There has been а large increase this year in the 
imports of electrical fittings and telegraph and telephone material 
into Natal, the returns for the nine months ending with September 
last showing a total of £86,000, as compared with £48,000 in the 
corresponding nine months of 1902. 


For Sale.—Two Babcock boilers at Blackpool. 
advertisement pages to-day. 


A Robertson Lamp Сопсегї, — Тһе employés of the 
Robertson electric lamp works are holding a concert on Saturday, 
December 19th, at 7.30 p.m., in the dining hall at the Brook Green 
works. 


Charge of Stealing Cable. — A marine-store dealer and 
several employés of the Charing Cross and City Electricity Supply 
Corporation have been up at the Guildhall this week on a charge 
of being concerned together in stealing copper cable, the property 
of the above company. Defendants stand remanded. 


See our 


— — 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Balmain (N.S.W.).—The D.C. has decided to promote a 
Bill in Parliament for the lighting of the town by electricity. 

Barnstaple.—The Т.С. has decided to reduce the price 
of energy for power from 3d. flat rate to 3d. per unit for 4 H.P., 
24d. for 1 H.P., and 2d. for 2 H р. aud over. 

Beckenham.—The U.D.C. has determined to exercise 


the power conferred upon lit by the Crystal Palace and District 
Electric Lighting Order, 1890, and to require the company to sell 


to the Council on the terms set out in the Order, во much of ће 


undertaking as is situated in its area. " 


Belgium.—The Communal Administration of Assche has 
decided to construct a power station for tbe lighting of the district, 
and has come to an arrangement with the Government for the 


electric lighting of the royal domain and Laeken Park. 


Bootle.—The T.C. has resolved to appoint an engineer 
to inquire into the matter of the order for two additional sets 
of 600 Kw. given some time ago to Messrs. Ferranti, which, it is 


stated, has not been undertaken satisfactorily. 
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Glasgow.—A deputation of the T.C. left on Monday last 
to inspect the systems of street lighting in England in the 
towns of Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield, Liverpool, Birmingham 
and London. The deputation includes Mr. Wilson, the gas engineer, 
and Mr. Ohamen, electrical engineer. 

The Electricity Committee yesterday recommended that appli- 
cation be made to the Secre for Scotland for sanction to borrow 
a further sum of £250,000 connection with the Electricity 
Department. Sanction for the borrowing of £1,150,000 has from 
time to time already been obtained. 


Great Marlow.— The U.D.C. has received notice that 
the Southern District Electricity Oo. will not proceed with its 
application for the lighting of the district. 


Hudderstield.—The L.G.8. has sanctioned the borrowing 


by the T.C. of £7,500 for the purpose of supplying electricity within 
the U.D. of Linthwaite. 


Italy.—Application has been made for an order to utilise 
the power of the Rivers Vomano and Arno, at Guilianova, for electric 
lighting purposes. 

The Italian Water Conduit Co. is also applying for powers to 
erect a power plant on the river Ticino for the production of energy 
for the lighting of Milan and Pavia. 


London.—Ciry.—Since the Corporation declined to 
accept the tender of the Charing Cross Co., for the supply of energy 
to its area at 3d. per unit, until the City Co., whose price is 8d., 
had had an opportunity of tendering, the Charing Cross Co. has 
withdrawn its offer. The Corporation is now in its former position 
аз regards the price and competition. 

BETHNAL GRREN.—In a recent report the Electricity Com- 
mittee of the B.C. states that it has entered into arrangements 
to purchase the freehold interest of 22 houses in Marian Square, 
and also the Square itself, as a site for the electricity and dust 
destructor works. 

SHOREDITOH.—The B.C. has resolved to take up а loan 
of £7,000 on account of the Haggerston electric lighting extension. 

MaRYLEBONE.—A committee has been appointed, consisting of 
the mayor, ex-mayor and the chairman of the Electrieity Com- 
mittee, to &onfer with the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., and to 
report to the Council the terms and conditions on which it would 
set aside the award. 


 Loughborough.—The T.C. has resolved to carry out its 
E.L. order, involving an expenditure of about £28,000. 


Lynton.—We have received a contradiction of the 
paragraph inserted last week stating that the U.D.C. had com- 
lained of the supply of energy provided by the E.L. Co. The 
ighting of the town is stated to be quite satisfactory. 


Macclesfield.—The T.C. is negotiating with the British 
Westinghouse Co. and Messrs. Crompton & Co. relative to an 
electric lighting scheme for the town under its E.L. order. 


New Malden.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply 
to the B. of T. for & prov. order for the lighting of its area by elec- 
tricity. The Twickenham and Teddington District Electric Supply 
Co. is also applying for an order. 


Pemberton.—Two new engines of 500 H.P. each, 
constructed by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Oo., have been put into 
service. These have been installed to meet the demand for energy 
for power purposes and for electric traction. 


Penrith.—The U.D.C. has adopted an E.L. scheme, 
necessitating an expenditure of £7,507. 


Ramsgate.—The Corporation has resolved to seal the 
agreement with the Ramsgate and District Electric Supply Co. 
(Edmundson’s) for the lighting of its area, rejecting the proposal 
of the Isle of Thanet Co. 


Redruth.—The T.C. has again resolved to call the 
attention of the Urban Electric Supply Co. to the unsatisfactory 
nature of the supply to the town. 


St. Annes. — The U.D.C. will shortly apply to the 


L.G.B. for permission to borrow £4,000, for mains extensions, &c. 


Scunthorpe.—The U.D.C. has decided to enter into 
negotiations with a syndicate with a view to the E.L. order being 
leased. 


She ffield.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held recently into the 
application of the T.C. to borrow £10,000, for the purchase of 
electric motors, to be let out on hire. 


Spain.— It is reported that the various electric companies 
in the Spanish capital are about to combine. The result will be & 
ompany with a debenture capital of 30,000,000 pesetas and a share 
apital of 40,000,000 pesetas. It is stated that the fusion is to be 
brought about with the assistance of English capitalista. 
It is proposed to establish a central station at Cullar Baza 
(Granada) for the electric lighting of that town, as well as a number 
of small places in the district. 


Strabane.— Messrs. Preece & Cardew, the consulting 
engineers to the Ulster electric power scheme, have intimated to the 
T.C. that they propose to erect a generating station in its district to 
supply energy for power within the surrounding area for a radius 


of 20 miles. For lighting, energy would be supplied to the Council 


in bulk, if so desired. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—With the object of increasing the 
day load, the T.C. has decided to ascertain from various firms their 
terms for the hire-purchase of motors. 


Stroud.—The R.D.C. has decided to give its con- 
sent to the application of the Gloucestershire Electric Powor 
Syndicate for a prov. order for electric lighting in the Council's 
district. 


Trowbridge.—The Western Electric Power Co. will be 
approached shortly by the T.C. with a view to the company leasing 
the Council's prov. order for the supply of energy to the area; the 
T.C. to have the option of purchasing the undertaking after a given 
time. 


Tunstall.—The U.D.C. has received a proposal from the 
Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Co. for the supply of 
electricity, under the Council's order, to the district. The Council 
has resolved not to entertain the proposition. 


Watford.—The U.D.C. has resolved to apply to the 
Ncrth Metropolitan Electrio Supply Co. to ascertain whether it 
would be willing to acquire the Council's E.L. undertaking. A 
8 тен was heid to protest against the decision of the 
Council. 


Welshpool. — An interesting installation of electric 
lighting has been carried out at Powis Castle by Messrs. Drake and 
Gorham, Ltd. 


Whitehaven.—The T.C. has accepted the offer of the 


Brueh Electrical Engineering Co. for electric motors for hiring out 
purposes. 


Widnes.— The T.C. has resolved to apply to the 
B. of T. for an order to amend its 1901 prov. order, and for an 
extension of time for the carrying out of the same. 

Mr. Thomas L. Miller has been engaged by the Corporation to 
attend to matters arising in connection with its E.L. Order, and 
in reference to the supply of electricity in the borough. 


Woking.—The T.C. has requested the Woking Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., to put down a deposit as security for making good 
roads, &c. The company has protested against the Council's treat- 
ment, but has deposited a sum of money as desired. 


Wolverhampton.—The Town Council has decided to 
extend the electric light mains, at a cost of £913. 


Wood Green.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to the 
L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £43,000 for electricity purposes. 
This action is stated not to be unanimously supported by the rate- 
payers, and two members of the Council are opposing, and 
obtaining information as to an alternative scheme whereby a com- 
pany undertakes the supply. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aston Manor, — By desire of the shopkeepers in 
Aston Road, work on the permanent way will not commence until 
after Christmas. The Committee has instructed its engineer to 
advise Mr. Trentham, the contractor, to commence on January 18, 
1904. The polesare being put up, but until the Board of Trade has 
approved, it is not known whether there will be a double or single 
line in Park Road. The completion of the line along L‘chtield 
Road is contingent on a new girder bridge being put across the 
road at Aston Station, L. & N.W. Railway, in place of the present 
low brick one. 

Mr. Robt. Green, consulting engineer to the Council, is about to be 
appointed arbitrator for the purchase of tramway plant, &c., of the 
City of Birmingham Tramways Co., Ltd., whose lease expires at 
December 31st. The Electricity Committee has agreed to supply 
energy to the Corpcration of Birmingham tramways department for 
the Aston Road route at the rate of 14. per uait until 1996, 
Birmingham paying £200 towards cost of mains. 

It will be a matter of regret if double tracks do not receive 
Board of Trade approval, as it was hoped to get over 
the present delays which arise with the steam cars on the loop 
Bystem. 


Beckenham. — The D.E.T. Co. has written to the 


U.D.C. saying that it will on no account consider the question of in- 
stalling the conduit system here, instead of the proposed trolley. 


Birmingham.—The poles for the overhead work on the 
Aston Road route are up. An agreement has been arrived at with 
Aston Manor with regard to the latter supplying energy up to 1906. 
An endeavour is being made to get the birmingham Trauways Co. to 
continue their steam car service after tbe expiry of that company’s 
lease until such time as the Corporation is ready. 

The permanent way on the Balaall Heath route has been re-laid, 
but there is no evidence of the present loop system the cause of 
80 much delay —being abandoned, 
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Durham.—The B. E. T. Co., who have a prov. order for 
the laying of a tramway from Durham to Brandon, have obtained 
land on which the car shed is to be erected, and negotiations are 
proceeding for securing the lands necessary for widening the exist- 
ing roadways. When these are completed an early start will be 
made with the permanent way. 


Folkestone.—The T.C. has, owing to the objections 
raised to the overhead system, adopted the surface contact system 
for the electric tramways from the harbour to Cheriton. The esti- 
mated cost is £29,000. 


Hull.—The Tramways Committee has recommended that 
15 cars be fitted with collapsible top covers, the Kennington patent 
being chosen.| 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—4A Liverpool paper 
" bas the best authority for stating that the Overhead Railway Co. 
has entered into a working agreement with the Lancashire and York- 
shire Railway Co., under which the overhead railway will be ex- 
tended from Seaforth Sands Station, and а physical connection made 
with the Lancashire and Yorkshire station at Seaforth." The Act 
for this was obtained in 1900, and negotiations have resulted in this 
arrangement. 


London. — LAMBETH. — The B.C. on December 10th, 
resolved, by 34 votes to 23, to only contribute £20,000 to the cost 
of the necessary street widenings if the L.C.C. took over and re- 
constructed the London Southern tramways. At the opening of the 
meeting a letter was read from the Highways Committee of the 
L.C.C., stating that it would not recommend the purchase of the 
undertaking unless the B.C. agreed to a contribution of £40,000. 


Mandalay.—An Indian exchange says that the Man- 
dalay tramway will be running by April. The manager is expected 
to arrive in December. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The T.C. on the 3rd inst. con- 
sidered a report from the Tramways Committee recommending that 
application be made to the B. of T. for sanction to borrow a further 
£192,516 for tramway purposes. The matter stood adjourned for 
consideration. 


Paris.—It is stated that the municipality of Paris ів 
_shortly to launch another loan of 250 millions of francs—100 millions 
of which is the contribution of the City to the Metropolitan Rail- 
way. | 


Reading.—The Reading Corporation Tramways Social 
and Athletic Club, which has been recently formed, had its opening 
concert and social evening at the tramway depót on November 30th. 
Mr. A. H. Bull, the ex-mayor, presided, and among those present 
were Mr. W. Binns, the engineer and manager, and Mr. A. Shearer, 
the assistant electrical engineer. Mr. Binns explained the objects, 
&c., of the club. 


Walsall.—Lieut.-Col. Yorke last week held a В. of T. 
inspection of the new tramways constructed by the Corporation to 
Walsall Wood, Willenhall, and along the Birmingham Road to the 
boundary of the borough. The working of the lines will commence 
at the beginning of the new year, when the Corporation also takes 
over the tramways within the borough at present let on lease to the 
South Staffordshire Tramways Co. Altogether, rather more than 
12 miles of track will then be under municipal control. 

The opening ceremony to celebrate the completion of the tram- 
ways extensions and the taking over of the tramways by the 
Corporation has been fixed for December 31st. 


Wolverhampton. — The Tramways Committee has 
decided “ That a six months’ trial be given to 10) yards section of 
a new tramrail being exploited by the Patent Renewable Tramrails 
Syndicate, upon terms.” 


Worcester.—In reply to the application of the Tram- 
way Co. for a year’s extension of time in which to construct the 
electric tramways in St. Swithin Street, London Road, and Bath 
Road, the T.O. ‘has intimated its willingness to consent to а tbree 
months’ extension only. The work should have been completed by 
December 17th, 1903. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Glasgow Telephones.—The members of this depart- 
ment held their second annual smoking concert in the Masonic 
Chambers on the evening of Monday, the 14th inet. Mr. A. R. 
Bennett, general manager, presided over a large company. 


Swansea Telephones.—The Corporation Telephones 
manager reported last week that 466 subscribers’ lines had been 
connected, 252 orders were still in hand, and 94 had been obtained 
since the opening of the exchange. 


A Telephone Social.—The staff of the National Tele- 
phone Co., engaged in the Blackburn district, held their third social 
on the 7th inst., at Taylor’s Assembly Rooms, Blackburn. In the 
unavoidable absence of the district manager, Mr. C. Remington, 
NI. I. E. E., owing to indisposition, the chair was occupied by Mr. W. 
Lee. Anentertaining and varied programme was provided, Suppor 
was subsequently served, i B 


The Pacific Cable,—We have been favoured by the 
Pacific Cable Board with the following memorandum on the con- 
struction and working of the Pacific cable:— 

1. The Pacific Cable Act of 1901 was the result of prolonged 
negotiations between the Home and Colonial Governments and the 
reports of two specia] committees presided over by Lord Selbourne 
(1896) and Sir F. Mowatt (1899) respectively. 

2. This Act provided a capital sum of £2,000,000 and appointed 
the Pacific Cable Board consisting of representatives of the contri- 
UN Governments to control the construction and working of the 
cable. 

3. The interests of the Governments concerned are as follows :— 

United Kingdom 1, with three representatives (including 
chairman, Sir 8. Walpole, K.C.B.) 

Canada 1. With two representatives. 

Australia үк » » ” 

New Zealand Y: u One representative. 

4. The route was surveyed, and the cable was manufactured by 
the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co., under the 
direction of Messrs. Clark, Frode & Taylor. The contract was 
signed on December 31st, 1900, the work was completed in October, 
1902, and the cable opened to the public on December 8th, 1902. 

5. The route of the cable is from Brisbane (Queensland) and 
Doubtless Bay (New Zealand) to Norfolk Island and thence тга the 
Islands of Fiji and Fanning to that of Vancouver (British Columbia). 
Messages are here handed to the Canadian Pacific Co.’s telegraph 
system, for transfer to the Atlantic cable companies. 

6. Collection and delivery in Australasia are controlled by the 
Government Post Offices and in the United Kingdom by the Gieneral 
Post Office and Atlantic cable companies. 

7. The annual expenses of the board include (in addition to 
£35,000 for renewals and depreciation) a fixed payment to the 
National Debt Commissioners of £77,544 18s. in discharge of both 
capital and interest—a provision which, in the case of an ordinary 
commercial company, would represent a dividend to its shareholders 
of nearly 4 per cent. per annum. 

8. The advantages derived by the British public from this 
Imperial undertaking, are as follows :—(1) An alternative route for 
the forwarding and receipt of messages by the Australasian 
Colonies, to aud from Canada or the United Kingdom; (2) Aa 
average service of about 69 minutes between London and Mel- 
bourne or Auckland; (3) A reduction per word on through messages 
amounting in the case of Australia to 1s. 9d., and in the case of 
New Zealand 2s. 4d. (the difference between the lowest rates pre- 
viously obtainable for these Colonies and the existing 3s. rate), 
which on an estimated through traffic of 2,000,000 words represents 
a saving of not less than £200,000 per annum. 

Norr.—On the occasion of the Cricket Match between the English 
and Australian teams at Sydney, New South Wales, in December, 
1903, four messages filed in Sydney on November 27th were 
delivered in London in 12, 8, 9 and 13 minutes respectively, having 
passed through 210* of longitude at an average speed of upwards of 
1,300 miles per minute. 

Huen LATHAMu, Secretary. 

December 8th, 1903. 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—The returns just 
issued show that the exports of telegraph wire and apparatus 
connected tberewitb from this country during November amounted 
to £145,271, as compared with only £47,065 in the preceding 
month and £70,900 in November a year ago. Although there was, 
as will be seen, a slight improvement last montb, the year has been 
а very quiet one in this branch of industry, the aggregate exports 
during the 11 months ending with November having attained a total 
of £1,764,899, as contrasted with £2,729,314 in the corresponding 
11 months of 1902. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES, INTERRUPTED, 


Dominica-Martinique ee ee ee ee ee May 5, 1902 ee ee 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique . ee ee ee ee May 7, 1902 ee ee 
Anjer-Kalianda ee ee ee ee ee ев Ang. 2, 1902 СЕЈ ee 
Cayenne-Pinheiro T T e. t vn 
St. Lucia-St. Vincent .. ee өө ee 
Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran dd ee 
Paramaribo-Cayenne .. as es T .. Feb 
New York-Hayti os ee 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 ee ee ee 
Tourane-Amoy .. ee ee ee eo 
Bt. Jacques-Haiphong .. oe T ee 
LANDLINES. 

Jndo-Furopean between 

Odessa-Kertsch 
Rowno-Odessa .. 


.. Dec. 15,1908 >. 


Dec. 10, 1908 
Dec. 11,1903 .. 
e» Dec. 14,1903 .. 


Telephonic Communication with the Continent.— 
The text of the Convention providing for telephonic communica- 
tion between the United Kingdom and Belgium has now been pub- 
lished. 

The cable is to have four conductors, and the cost is to be equally 
borne by both countries. Landline systems are to be erected and 
maintained by each Government concerned, and in a manner as far 
as possible to avoid induction. The British administration is, how- 
ever, to maintain the cable, the cost to be borne equally by both 
administrations. 

Special circuits constituted for telephonic correspondence are to 
be exclusively used for this purpose unless otherwise agreed by 
both administrations, They are to connect with central oftices in 
communication with public call offices or with offices of subscribers 
to the telephone service. 

A minimum of 3 minutes is to be allowed for conversations. No 
two correspondents will be permitted to converse more than 6 con- 
secutive minutes should another application be made before or 
during conversation for the use ob the line. Government bom- 


Dec.10 
Dec. 12 
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munications are to have priority. Nollimit, is placedion the duration 
of Government communications. Charges for a3 minutes’ conversa- 
tion will be as follows: — 4.50 “fr. for each conversation originating 
at or destined for a Belgian telephonic centre, and 5.50 fr. for each 
conversation originating at or destined for any telephonic centre in 
England or Scotland which can be connected with a Belgian tele- 
phonic centre. 

On agreement each administration may establish telephonic rela- 
tions with another country by means of the lines of the other. 7 
» Night conversations may be held under the subscription system ; 
each such conversation may last 6 minutes on payment of half the 
rates before stated. 

„Each contracting party reserves to itself the right to totally or 
partially suspend. telephonic service without being liable to any 
indemnity. 

Service regulations to be mutually agreed upon by the two 
administrations. 

After the lapse of one year the convention may be revised at any 
time at the request of either contracting party. 

The Liverpool Chamber of Commerce has received a letter 
from the Postmaster-General stating that arrangements have been 
made for telephonic communication between Lancashire aud the 
Continent, and only await legislative sanction in France. As soon 
as that sanction is given communication by means of the Post Office 
system will be available between Liverpool on the one hand, and 
Calais, Chartres, Orleans, and Paris (including the more important 
sucurbs), on the other; and between Manchester on the one hand, 
aud Calais, Chartres, Dieppe, Orleans, Paris (including suburbe), and 
Rouen on the other. The Postmaster-General regrets to say that 
telephonic communication is at present impracticable between 
Liverpool and any other towns on the Continent, it having been 
found, as a result of an exhaustive series of experiments, that it is 
limited by electrical conditions to the towns above-mentioned.— 
The Times. 


Wireless Telegraphy in France.—In order to have better 
facilities for trying experiments and for training operators in wireless 
telegraphy in France, it has been decided to erect two stations in 
the neighbourhood of Paris. One of these will be near the Pont de 
Gravelle, and the other, 35 kilometres distant, near Melun. 
The installation is being erected on bebalf of the French postal 
authorities. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND OLOSED. - 


OPEN. 


Battersea.— December 28th. Coal-handling plant for 
the electricity works. See Official Notices December 11tb. 


Canterburv.—Electric wiring for the Kent and Canter- 
bury Hospital. Bee “Official Notices " December 11th. 


Enniscorthy.—.January 20th. Electric lighting and 
pumping plant (seven sections), for the Lunatic Asylum. See 
“ Official Notices December 4th. 


Erith.—. January 18th. Lancashire boilers, piping, con- 
densing plant, three-phase steam alternator of 500 xw., switch- 
board and cable extensions. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


France.— December 28th. The French Post and Tele- 
raph authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until the 28th inst. 
for the supply of 80 tons of bronze wire, 3,081 tons of copper wire, 
250 tons of galvanised iron wire 4 mw., and a quantity of rubber- 
insulated electric cables. Tenders are to be sent to Le Sous- 
Secretariat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 103, 
Paris, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Govan.—December 28th. Coal bunkers, conveyor, and 
electric capstan. See Official Notices" December 4th. 


Hackney.—January 4th, 1904. Feeding and distribut- 
ing mains. See Official Notices" December 11th. 


Harrismith (Orange River).—January 18th. Cables, 
transformers, switchgear, &c. See Official Notices“ December 11th. 


Irvine.—The Corporation has been inviting offers for 
laying down plant and working it under its provisional order. 
J. Dickie, Town Clerk. 


Kettering.—. January 9th. Electricity meters. See © Offi- 
cial Notices” to-day. 


L.C.C.— January 19th, 1904. Six electrically-driven 
three-throw boiler feed pumps for Greenwich power station. See 
“ Official Notices " November 20th. 


O0ldham.— December 23rd. Motor and heating appli- 
ance hiring. See Official Notices“ December 11th. 


Pontypridd.—December 24th.-. Free wiring tenders ; 
also tramcars. See Official Notices" December 4th. | 


Spain. — February 12th. Tenders are being invited 
by the Spanish Ministry of Pablic Works for the concession 
for the construction and working during a period of 60 
years of an electric tramway between Porrino and Mondariz 
(Pontevedra province). Particulars may be obtained from, and 
дса are to be sent to, La Direccion General de Obras Pablicas, 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—Deoember 30th. Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. See this column for November 6th. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—January 12th, 1904. Messrs. Preece 
and Cardew want tenders for :—One or two 600-Kw. or one 1, 200-K w. 
three-phase steam alternators with condenser, pipework, motor- 
generators, transformers, switchboards, &., and a coal and ash 
conveyor. See “ Official Notices” December 11th. | 


Wallasey.—January 16th. Cables, joint and section 
boxes. See Official Notices " to-day. 


Walthamstow.— January 1st. Permanent way, gas 
plant, engines, dynamos, batteries, switchboard, cables, overhead 
equipment, &c., for 11 miles of line. See Official Notices” 
December 4th. 


OLOSND. 
East Ham.— The Committee has received tenders for 


additional machinery, &c., at the generating station. It recom- 
mends that for Section A. (comprising a Musgrave engine and Dick- 
Kerr generator, &c.) the tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., 
at £8,687 be accepted. For Section D. (boilers, &c.) the tender of 
Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., at £5,080 is recommended. 


Gravesend.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Н. Balfour & Sons for the supply of a tank for the electricity 
works, at £178, and that of Mr. G. F. Zimmer for conveyors. 


Hamilton.—The Gilbert Arc Lamp Co., Ltd., of Ching- 
ford, have been instructed to replace the existing street lighting 
arc lamps in this town. The work has to be carried out urgently, 
and is to be completed in about four weeks. 


Johannesburg. — The Light Railway and Tramway 
Jcurnal announces that after keen competition the order for the 
tramway rails, fisbplates, and flange rails required by the Corpora- 
tion of Johannesburg has been secured by Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., 
Ltd., Middlesbrough. The total quantity required is about seven 
thousand tons, and the value of the order is over forty thousand 
pounds. The order for the points and crossings for the same 
Peri has been seoured by Hadfield's Steel Foundry Co., Ltd., 
Bheffield. 


Lowestoft,— The Corporation has ordered four more 
double-deck cars, equipped with motors and controllers of the 
Westinghouse 46 and 90 types respectively, from the British West- 
inghouse Co. 


Maidstone. —The T.C. has received the following tenders 
for the construction and equipment of the tramways from the top 
of High Street to the borough boundary in Tonbridge Road :— 


m .. £23,032 
we ee 21,760 


British Westinghouse Co. .. vx oo 
Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Wm. Griftith & Co. ‘a ae 21,635 
British Electric Equipment Co. .. .. 21,582 
Biackwell & Co. zs T . 20,079 
J. G. White & co. v ih е a oe > 19.016 
Dick, Kerr & Co. (Recommended for acceptance) .. а 18,871 


Swansea.—The Tramways Committee has given Ше con- 
tract for tramways extensions to Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., at 
£69,472, a price lower than the amount of their tender, so that 
British stuff alone should be used. It was found when the cable 
tenders were considered, that the lowest British offer (€20,000) was 
£3,000 in excess of a foreign tender. It was thought better to defer 
a definite decision, to see if the whole of the work could be done 
by a British firm at the lower figure, and it was thought. that Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co. might be able to make arrangements with Messrs. 
gener in this matter, and so admit of the contract being given 
to one firm. 


Walsall.—The following tenders have been accepted by 
the Tramways Committee:—The British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd., for motor; Mr. W. E. Rowlands, for portable pit bogie; 
Messrs. C. Booth & Co, for car body lifting appliance; Mesars. 
Thwaites Bros., for anviis; Mesers. Joshua Wilkinson & Sons, for 
swage blocks ; and Messrs. Miller & Oo., Ltd., for wheel press. 


Whitehaven.—The Board of Guardians has accepted 
the tender of Messrs. Ramsay Bros., of Whitchaven, for wiring the 
Workhouse for electric light, at £432 10s. 


Yarmouth.—The T.C. has accepted the tender of the 
British Electric Transformer Co. for the supply of additional trans- 
formers at the electric light works, at £240; thatof Mr. McNaughton 
for carbons, at £3 18s. 9d. per 1,000 pairs; and that of Messrs. 
Blake & Knowles for a feed pump, at £67, 
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FORTHOOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, December 18th.—At 8 p.m. Holborn Restaurant (King's 
Hall). Smoking Concert of the Nlectro-Harmonic 
Society, Mr. A. P. Trotter in the chair. 
At 7.45 p.m. The Electricals Bohemian Concert at Fras- 
cati Restaurant. | 
Saturday, December 19th.—At 3 p.m. Junior Institution of Engi- 


neers. Visit to the Walthamstow U.D.C. Electricity 
Works. | 


NOTES. 


The Xmas Holidays.—The issue of the ELECTRICAL 
REvIEWw, due on Christmas Day, will appear two days in advance 
of that date— Wednesday, December 23rd. It is, therefore, 
imperative that all communications intended for that issue should 
reach usat the earliest possible moment. 

All matter for the editorial department should be in our hands 
by the first post on Monday morning next, December 91st. 


As the advertisement department intimates in an announcement 
which is made to-day in our other pages— 


Saturday morning, December 19ih, is the latest time for receiving 
new copy and alterations for existing displayed advertisements. 


Tuesday (noon), December 22nd, is the latest time for accepting 
“ Official Notices” and small prepaid advertisements. 


The Bigwood Rail.—If this rail has any advantages 
over the ordinary girder rail they will be found to arise more from 
the supported joints than from its renewable characteristic. The 
rail is illustrated below, and our expert readers can form their own 
opinions of ite merits. The peculiar method of bonding may be dir- 
missed at once as insufficient. The movement of the rail parte will 
facilitate the acoess of moisture to the contact surfaces, and will 
destroy in time the high conductivity essential to good bonding. 

Although not shown in the view below, the joints of the 
“ bed-rail" and the renewable rail are not coincident, so that the 


Tue Biawoop RAIL. 


ends of the running rail are very well supported by the bed-rail 
bridging them. On this account, also, the use of fish-plates is stated 
to be unnecessary. 

An experimental length of 200 yards is being laid on the only 
electrified portion of the City of Birmingham tramways, so after 
the lapse of time we may be given some practical results, although 
a trial extending over 15 or 20 years should be necessary, if the 
supported joint is as good as it looks, before it can be demonstrated 
satisfactorily that the lessened cost of renewal claimed is not out- 
balanced by the increased first cost, which is allowed to be heavy, 
and by the increased cost of maintenance, which is not allowed, but 
which we fear will be necessary. For the good of “The Patent 
Renewable Tram-Rail Syndicate,” who are working the patent, we 
hope that our fears may be falsified by results. 


Electro-Harmonic Concert.—Mr. A. P. Trotter, elec- 
trical adviser to the Board of Trade, will be in the chair at to-night's 
smoking concert which is to be held in the King's Hall at Holborn 
Restaurant. Vocal music will be rendered by Mr. Dalton Baker and 
Mr. Whitworth Mitton. Pianoforte solos will be given by Mr. A. E. 
Izard, and violin solos by Mr. T. E. Gatehouse, and these two 
gentlemen, together with Mr. D. Beardwell, will play Gounod's 
“ Ave Maria ” (organ, piano and violin). Mr. Will Edwards will be 
responsible for humorous songs, and Mr. Bivey Levey for humorous 
sketches. 

The secretary of the Society bas issued a circular notifying mem- 
hers of the decision of the committee to hold the smoking concerts 
of to-night and March 25th in the King’s Hall instead of in the 
Crown Room. The remaining concerts of the season will, therefore, 
b3 held as follows:— 

In the King's Hall: —Smoking concert to-night ; ladies’ night on 
February 26th, 1904; smoking concert on March 25th, 1904. 

In the Crown Room :—Smoking concert on January 22nd, 1904. 

Seventy-eight new members have already been elected during 
_ this season, and the committee anticipate that the change above- 
mentioned will result in a farther accession of new members. | 


Presentation.—At the Angerstein Hotel, Westoombe 
Park, B. B., on Friday last, December 11th, Mr. A. F. Galpin was 
presented with a purse of gold on the occasion of his leaving the 
service of Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, of Old Chariton, with whom 
he had been for 144 years in their dynamo department. Councillor 
E. A. Brandon made the presentation on behalf of the subscribers, 
who numbered over 100, and Mr. Wm. Rowland, who was previously 
for several years in charge of Messrs. Johnson & Phillipe’s test room, 
testified to the able manner in which Mr. Galpin had carried out 
his duties, and to the good feeling which existed between him and 
the various members of the staff. | 


London County Council.—At the meeting on Tuesday 
the Council decided to sanction the borrowing by the St. Pancras 
Council of £5,764 for street arc lamps and columns. 

The Main Drainage Oommittee referred to the tenders received 
for the supply of electrical plant and fittings for the Abbey Mills 
pumping station. Having given the question further consideration, 
the Committee expressed the opinion that the work of providing an 
electric lighting installation at that station should be postponed for 
some time, and they therefore did not propose to submit a report on 
the tenders at present. 

The electric lighting of the Horniman Museum was mentioned by 
the Historical Records Committee, who reminded the Coancil that 
the engineer had anticipated an annual saving of £140 in the cost 
of energy by making certain alterations in the installation. A year 
had elapsed since the completion of the work, and it was found that 
the he High nia sd realised, odas to £143. 

The Highways Committee, in reporting on the proposed acquiti- 
tion of the undertaking of the London Southern Aram ways Co., 
stated that the Camberwell Borough Council had consented to 
certain doublings, and to the use of the overhead-trolley system on 
short portions of the lines within that borough. In the case of the 
Lambeth Borough Council, a conference had tsken place, and the 
chairman of the Highways Committee made it clear that the mattor 
could not proceed except on the terms of a one-third contribution 
by Lambeth, and the approval of the overhead method on the lines 
from Clapham Road to Camberwell Green and Norwood respectively, 
while the South Lambeth Road section would be equipped on the 
conduit system. The Borough Oouncil has not yet agreed to make 
such a contribution, and tho Oommittee had unanimously decided 
that they could not recommend the Council to purchase the under- 
Fic unless the Borough Council accepted the proposals put 
forward. 

The Council postponed for & week the consideration of & report 
in reference to the early conversion of the Brixton cable line to 
electric traction on the conduit system. It is proposed to proceed 
with the work as rapidly as possible early in the new year, and it 
is hoped to have the lines ready for electrical working before the 
commencement of the heavy summer traffic. The roadwork is 
estimated to cost £90,000 and the rails £17,300. 


New College Magazine.—With pleasure we welcome he 
appearance of the first number of The Central, a magazine which is 
being issued by the Central Technical College Old Students’ Assccia- 
tion. Up to this time the Old Btudents have been content with the 
Central Gazette, the monthly journal of the—shall we say Young or 
New ?—Stadents ; but the need of a more ambitious and appro- 
priate organ has long been felt, and has now been met in a manner 
worthy of the occasion. The Central is an exceedingly meritorious 
production; it is edited by Dr. E. F. Armstrong (hon. sec.), and 
Mr. M. Solomon, and opens auspiciously with an excellent portrait 
of the President of the Association, Prof. W. C. Unwin. The 
principal articles comprise a well-illustrated description of the new 
electrical laboratories at the O. T. C., which are presided over by 
Prof. W. E. Ayrton, F.R.S., and for the design of which Mr. T. Mather, 
F.R.S., and Mr. W. Cramp are mainly responsible; an editorial article 
on Mr. Daddell’s “ Oscillographs,” which were first designed and made 
by him at the C.T.C.; a review of Prof. Armstrong’s educational 
essays ; and a variety of notes relating to past and present students 
and their work. If, as we doubt not, succeeding issues are of equal 
merit with the first, we may congratulate T'he Central on its position 
in the foremost rank of college magazines. 


The “Poor Man's Light."—The following letter, 
received from one of our Indian fellow-subjecte by a London tirm, 
is not without interest :— 

“ Gentlemen,—I should feel much obliged if you would kindly 
furnish me with your illustrated catalogue for electric lights, inform- 
ing me at the same time if your firm can supply me with electric 
lights made of carbon sticks similar to those now used on railway 
engines in the United States, which burn continuously from 8 to 10 
bours, throw light up to the distance of about a mile, and do not cost 
more than $d. each. 

“ The favour of an early reply is requested. 

“ Yours faithfully, & :." 

Whether the “lights,” the carbon sticks, the railway engines or 
the United States, burn so long and so effectively, the oost is 
distinctly moderate. 


Royal Institation.—The following are among the 
lecture arrangements at the Royal Institution before Easter :— 
Prof. H. L. Callendar, three lectures on “ Electrical Methods of 
Measuring Temperature"; six lectures by the Right Hon. Lord 
Bayleigh on ''Physios." During the season 1904, the lectures on 
Taesdays and Thursdays will be delivered at five o'clock, and the 
Baturday lectures at three o'clock. The Friday evening meetings 
will begin on January 15th, when a discourse will be delivered by 
the Right Hon. Lord Rayleigh on Shadows; sucoeeding dis- 
courses will probably be given by Mr. Alexander Siemens, Prof. Р.Т. 
Trouton, Prof. Dewar and other gentlemen. 


(Continued on page 996.) 
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RECENT EXTENSIONS OF THE BRADFORD CORPORATION 
ELECTRICAL UNDERTAKINGS. 


It is conceivable that the advocates of municipal trading 
would regard the City of Bradford as an excellent example 
of the application of the principles which they uphold, for 
the municipality controls the gas, water and electricity 
supply, markets, libraries, art galleries, baths, parks, sewerage, 
refuse destructors, tramways, a technical college, and a con- 
ditioning (or testing) house. Certainly this is ample evidence, 
not only of the p ive character of the city, but also 
of the success which has attended the Corporation’s efforts 
in а direction which, at the present time, meets with the 
keenest criticism. 

It is, perhaps, invidious to select any one of these depart- 
ments for special commendation, but, in view of the promi- 
nent position which Bradford has always occupied in the 
electric supply world, and particularly in view of the great 


of consumer received a great stimulus in 1897, when the 
Corporation adopted Mr. A. Н. Gibbings’s original proposals 
for a scheme for hiring out motors; an arrangement which 
has since been copied by numerous supply authorities with 
conspicuous success. 

That the arrangement has met with due appreciation in 
Bradford will be gathered from the fact that at the end of 
1902 some 641 motors were on hire out of a total of 913 
motors, representing 4,398 н.р. connected. The latter 
figure has since grown to nearly 5,000 H.P., which constitutes 
a record for electricity undertakings in Great Britain. 

The first station (No. 1) erected at Bolton Road had a total 
capacity of 850 H.P. The generating plant consisted of 
two 150-H.P. and two 200-H P. Willans-Siemens sets, with 


. compound two-crank engines, and one 150-H. p. Marshall- 
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View or Exarsm Room AND Traction BwrrTCHBOABRD, VALLEY Roan (No. 2) STATION. 


developments which have taken place during the last few years, 
the electricity department is specially deserving of notice. 

The Bradford Corporation was the firet public body in 
the kingdom to adopt electricity as an illuminant. In the 
year 1883 it obtained a provisional order to supply elec- 
tricity within the borough, and subsequently, in 1889, com- 
menced the original supply from the Bolton Road works. The 
capital outlay was £20,000, and the system adopted was the 
two-wire direct-current system, Mr. James Shoolbred being 
the consulting engineer for this original venture, while Mr. 
Sydney W. Baynes was the first borough electrical engineer. 

Some 10 miles of cable were laid by Messrs. Siemens, and 
at the end of the year 1889 some 4,689 8-c.P. lamps were con- 
nected, and 82,500 units had been sold. It is interesting to 
compare these figures with the last official returns, which show 
equivalent lamp connections amounting to 239,509, and units 
sold as 9,124,223 ; this latter figure including 5,259,202 
traction and 1,900,034 private motive power units. 

The year 1892 saw the first motors connected to the 
system, amounting to about 20 H.P., and this desirable class 


Siemens set, the engine for which was of the compound 
marine type, the voltages of the machines varying from 250 
to 825; steam was supplied from four Lancashire boilers 
7 ft. diameter and 28 ft. long, in conjunction with which a 
Green’s economiser of 240 tubes was installed. 

The original storage battery coneisting of 70 cells of 
1,000 ampere-hours’ capacity was situated here, but owing to 
the rapid development of the undertaking, this has been 
superseded by two large batteries, each consisting of 135 
cella, of the Electrical Power Storage Co.'s KLP type, and 


having a capacity of 2,400 ampere-hours. 


In conjunction with these batteries a 100-Kw. balancer 
coupled to two 30-Kw. boosters has been installed; it was 
built by the Phoenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co., of Brad- 
ford. The boosters are designed for a normal output of 300 
amps. at any voltage from 10 to 100, the balancers being 
capable of dealing with an out-of-balance current of 300 
amps. at 280 volte, the normal speed being 600 r.p.m. 
This balancer-booster set is stated to be the largest at present 
erected in the kingdom. 

Е 
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The switchboards for controlling this set, and the two order to cope with the increasing load two’ additional 
regulating boards, on either side of it, each having forty ways, 300-н.р. Willans three-crank compound engines, coupled to 
both charge and discharge, were also constructed by the Bruce Peebles multipolar generators, were installed in the 
Phoenix Co. 

The stores, meter and motor testing and mains depart- 
ments are located at the Bolton Road station, which is now 
used principally as a stand-by to the more recently buil \ 
stations described herewith. — | | j 

In the year 1895 it was realised that the Bolton Road 
‘station was totally inadequate for the needs of the supply 
area, and Mr. Alf. H. Gibbings, the electrical engineer's 
recommendation to build a new station on a less restricted site 
in Valley Road was adopted. This station (No. 2) was opened 
in 1897, a description appearing in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
of November 26th of that year. In 1900-1 considerable 
extensions were made to it by the addition of a boiler house, 
economiser and brick chimney, the latter to replace the 
original iron: chimneys, also workshops, cooling towers and 
coal storage; this work was carried out by Mr. R. A. 
Chattock, the late electrical engineer. 

The station now contains 14 Willans high speed engines MUT ATE, 
12 being of the three-crank triple-expansion type, with a — uc 
total horse-power of 6,500. Six 300-H. P. engines are 
coupled to Siemens bipolar generators, having an output of 
700 amperes at 220—250 volts, with a speed of 350 r.p.m. 
These machines are used as steam balancers on the lighting 
network, 

Four engines of 700 H.P. are coupled to Siemens six- 
pole compound-wound generators, running at 300 r.p.m., extension building, intended for a workshop, and situated at 
and having an output of 750 amperes at 500—550 volts for the end of the engine room. These machines have an out- 
tramway work; they can also be run across the outers of put of 400 amperes when running at 350 r.p.m., and can be 
the lighting network as shunt machines at 460 volts. utilised either for lighting or traction purposes. 

Two similar 700-H.P. engines, added at a later date, are A 12-ton hand-operated travelling crane runs the 
length of the engine room. 

In the extension building is also installed 
a motor-generatorof 100 kw. capacity, built 
by the Phoenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co.; 
this is for the purpose of supplying energy 
to the tramways department at night time 
for shunting and car-shed lighting. 

The motor is run off the lighting bus- 
bars, the generator supplying energy at 
traction voltage. By using this machine, 
it is only necessary to run one steam 
generator on both lighting and traction 
for the night load. 

The engines exhaust into a 20-in. main 
exhaust pipe in the basement, having at 
one end an outlet to atmosphere fitted 
with an automatic valve. 

Connected to the main exhaust are 
three surface condensers of Messrs. Cole, 
Marchent & Morley's make; each is 
capable of dealing with 30,000 Ibs. of 
steam per hour at 200° F. The first one 
installed in the basement, at the extreme 
end of the main exhaust pipe, was fitted 
with motor-driven air pumps, the latter 
driven through spur gearing. The two 
later additions жеге installed in the 
basement between the larger generating 
sets, and on opposite sides of the main 
exhaust. The air pumps for these con- 
densers are situated in the extension 
building, and are of Messrs. Cole, 
Marchent & Morley’s standard  steam- 
driven pattern, fitted with 12-in. diameter 
Edwards air pumps, 

The circulating water for these con- 
densers is supplied by two 20-in. diameter 
centrifugal pumps, each driven direct by 
a two-crank compound high-speed engine. 
Both pumps and engines were supplied by 
Messrs. W. H. Allen, Son & Co. Each pump 


20-1м. STEAM-DRIVEN CENTRIFUGAL CiBOULATING PUMP, VALLEY 
Roan STATION. . 


«2 
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EA x rum о), cto 3 v 0 is capable of delivering 7,500 gallons per 
minute against a head of 50 ft., when 
EXTENSION Вошев Hovusk, VaLLEY RoAD STATION. running at 365 revolutions. 


This pumping plant is situated in the 
coupled to generators of the Electric Construction Co. 's extension buildings, and draws water from a reservoir at the 
make, of similar output. By their addition, the whole of the rear of the works, returning it through the condensers and to 
available space in the engine room was occupied, but in the top of a Klein cooling tower erected over the reservoir. 
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- The cooling tower is operated by eight fans, driven from 


four 40-H.P. Phoenix motors, and is capable of dealing with 


the circulating water required for con- 
densing 100,000 Ibs. of steam per hour. 
The original boiler house at this station 
is equipped with six marine type boilers 
supplied by Messrs. John Brown and Co., 
Ltd., and one Babcock water-tube boiler. 
The marine boilers are equipped with 
the Ellis-Eaves induced draught system, 
each boiler being fitted with a fan 7 ft. 
6 in. diameter, coupled to а 20-B. H. p. Scott 
and Monntain motor ; and the products of 
combustion are discharged through three 
iron chimneys of about 60 ft. in height. 
These boilers are  hand-fired, and 
designed to evaporate 10,000 lbs. water 
per hour, but can, when forced, do much 
more. The Babcock boiler is capable of 
evaporating 12,000 lbs. of water per hour, 
and a further five boilers, by the same 
makers, which are installed in the new 
extension boiler house, are each rated to 
evaporate 15,000 Ibs. of water per hour. 
The Babcock boilers are fitted with 
chain grate stokers, driven from a 
countershaft by an $S8-H.P. motor, also 
superheaters of Messrs. Babcock’s pattern. 
Coal bunkers are provided, facing the 
marine boilers and overhead in the new 
boiler house. The latter bunker is pro- 
vided with an elevator and band conveyor 
for handling the coal, which falls by 
gravity into the stoker hoppers, through 
spouts. This apparatus was supplied. by 
Messrs. E. Newell & Co., of Gainsborough. 
The ashes from all the boilers are 
fed through hoppers into trucks run- 
ning in a subway under the stoking 
floors, the trucks being raised by means 
of a lift at the end of the building, 
to a tipping platform, for filling carts. 


Vigw oF Marine BorLER House, VanLnLEY Roan (No. 2) STATION. 
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The flue gases pass through a Green’s economiser, con- 
taining 864 tubes, to a brick chimney, 10 ft. 6 in. internal 
diameter, and 205 ft. high, which it is intended shall replace 


the iron chimneys at present used for the marine boilers, 


In connection with the boiler house there is installed two 
Weir feed pumps, each having a capacity of 5,000 gallons 


BaLANCER-BOOSTER SET AND BATTERY REGULATING BOARD, BoLrON ROAD STATION. 


per hour, these. are 
Situated adjacent to the 
extension boiler house ; 
two  electrically-driven 
feed pumps by ;Messrs. 
Scott & Mountain, of 
Newcastle, and Messrs. 
Smith, Bros. and East- 
wood, of Bradford, and a 
Pearn steam pump were 
installed in connection 
with the original marine 
boilers, The feed water 
is drawn from storage 
tanks situated over the 
economisers and in the 
older boiler house, the 
water being obtained 
from the town supply. 
Duplicate 4-in. feed 
mains are provided by 
means of which the 
pumps can feed either 
direct or through the 
economiser to the boilers. 
А 10-in. main steam 
ring runs round the 
engine room and over the 
marine boilers, a similar 
sized branch running at 
the back of the recently 
added water-tube boilers, 
The boiler branches 
are fitted with non- 
return and stop valves. 


The switchboards in this station, which control the whole of 
the lighting and tramway circuits in the city, will be described 
in connection with the later extensions in our next issue, 

(To бв continued.) 
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DURBAN (S. AFRICA) ELECTRIC LIGHT AND TRAMWAYS. 


From a Special Correspondent at Durban. 


(Concluded from page 955.) 


THE mains for the tramway system, of which there are 19/14 feeders are taken through switches up the pole to the 
17}: miles, were laid and supplied by Messrs. Callender, and trolley lines, where they are divided by section insulators, so 


L.T. SwitcHBOARD IN MArx-Son-sTATIOx. 1 


SUB- T | X 
VERS OP- DUBBAR SUBSTATION: thatisections can befreadily isolated from {each other or put 
A 


are of the V. B. make 2 and 3 aq. in. in section, and are laid in parallel. М 
mostly in wooden troughing filled in solid with bitumen. The trolley line}is practically doubled throughout, and is 


‘Horse SHOE” 
Jo iCURVE 
AT: MITCHELL 


PARK. 


OVERHEAD CONSTRUCTION AND Олв OX TRACK. 


DuBBAN SPRINKLER. 


These ‘cables; ‘radiate’ from the power station to the various of No. 00 B & S. gauge, double insulated in all cases, and 
street. boxes, of which there are 13 in number, from which supported from centre double bracket poles in the town 
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proper, and from side poles with span wires in the resi- 
dential portion of the town, there are also a few places with 
single-bracket poles; there are various kinds of suspension, 
mostly of the flexible construction, carrying the trolley wire 
at an average height of 21 ft. 6 in. above the ground. A 
negative booster cable is also laid from the centre of the 
Berea circle, but as yet this has not been put into use, 

The poles are lap-welded steel, tapering from 7 to 5 in., 
generally 32 ft. long, except in some cases where 38-ft. side 
poles are used, the extra height being to carry the overhead 
telephone and electric light wires, and are bedded in about 
6 ft. of concrete. The centre poles have ornamental bases, 
and stand on islands with granite setts. The gauge of the 
track is 4 ft. З} in.; the rails are of the girder section, 
weighing 87 lbs. per yard, and in 60 ft. lengths, laid on a 
concrete foundation. 

At present there are 5:88 miles of streets with double 
track, and 5 miles of single track, including sidings, and on 
two routes, where the old rails are being used for the time, 
there are 14 miles of double and *8 mile of single track to 
be relaid. The points and crossings were supplied by the 
Lorain Co., and are of manganese cast-steel. 


Cetera | f 
L 
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Mar or DuBBAN Tramway ROUTES. 


The type of bond used is the “fiexible protected under 
the fish- plates: cross-bonding is effected about every 120 ft. 
on single track, and on double tracks all four rails are 
bonded about every 240 ft.  Sidings are arranged at 
various places for special cars, and convenient stopping 
places are arranged for, the poles being distinctively 
painted. The track is paved throughout with Jarrah 
blocks set in cement, and the streets are admirably suitable 
for electric traction, being in many cases 100 ft. wide, 
and lined with trees in the Berea ; the side poles are in 
no way an eyesore. | 

Generally, the town proper is fairly level, and its streets 
fairly straight ; the sharpest curve has a radius of 79 ft. 
from the centre of the track. On the Berea a good portion 
is hilly, the average gradient being about 1 in 20 ft., 
and the sharpest curve has a radius of 80 ft., combined with 
which the gradient is about 1 in 50 ft. This is at Mitchell 
Park, where the old trams had to reverse horses to take the 
“fork” in the road. This has now been laid out in the 
form of a horse-shoe, and is clearly shown in one of 
the illustrations. A special check-rail has been laid at this 
curve. | 

To meet the large demand for motive power some 6] 
miles of special motor mains have been laid in various places 
in town for a 500-volt p.c. supply with switch boxes, which 


are interconnected to the traction switch boxes, thus practi- . 
cally duplicating the town portion, the rails being also used 


as the return; where motor mains are laid in streets off 


TRAMWAYS SHOWN THUS 
POWER STATION 
OLD WORKS 


the tram routes, a bare copper return has also been laid con- 
nected with the nearest rail. Motors up to 5 H.P. may be 
taken off the alternating supply, but such demand has practi- 
cally given way to the continuous current supply. The 
motor mains are also made use of for the street arc lighting ; 
the cables for the various circuits are taken from the nearest 
switch box up the traction pole, where they are connected to 
the bare overhead mains (of No. 6 B.W.G.); there are About 
6 miles of streets so lighted by 155 lamps, in addition to 35 
Brockie-Pell lamps which are still running from the old works, 
but which will all be changed over very shortly. The overhead 
arc mains are run from pole to pole, supported on shackle 
porcelain insulators over the centre of the tracks, with a lamp 
on every alternate pole in the town ; the lamps were supplied 
by the American General Electric Co., and are of the enclosed 
type, with clear inner and opal outer globes. 

They are arranged in groups of five in series, a resistance 
being inserted between the last lamp and the rail connection 
for the return circuit. They are provided with an auto- 
matic resistance, which is brought into play if, for any 
reason, the lamp fails, thus preventing any abnormal rise 
in pressure on the remainiog lamps. 

Fuses and lightning arresters 
— A are provided in the switch boxes 
for each of the circuits. Light- 
ning arresters are also arranged 
direct to the trolley lines, which 
are fitted at each section pole, 
the iron of the bracket arm form- 
ing а core for the coil which is 
wound thereon. 
There is only one guard wire, 
and that is run over the centre ` 


; 3 of the tracks, about 1 ft. above 
iJ, the arc mains and 2 ft. above 
2 the trolley lines, which wire is 
a securely terminated at each pole, 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| and so far it has proved very 

| effective; the double guard wire 
over each trolley wire, as at 
first arranged, proved to lose 
its advantage by becoming a 
source of inconvenience by 
breaking from various causes. 

There are 46 cars in use at 
present, also two road sprinklers 
and two stone trucks. 
The cars are of the double- 

decker type, with canopy; the 

| length of the body is 15 ft.9 in. 

by 8 ft. (inside dimensions), and 

the height between the lower and 

upper decks is 6 ft.7 in. The 

trucks are of the Brill type, and the length of wheel base is 7 ft. 

There are four wheels with a diameter at the tread of 88 in. 

An American “ Providence" life fender is fitted to each 
car. The style of car is partly open to suit the climate, 
with a glazed door at both ends ; the windows are provided 
with spring roller blinds, and the seats are arranged trans- 
versely with a passage way in the centre, and accommodation 
is provided for 20 persons inside and 80 persons outside. 
The floor of the car has double trap doors, allowing easy 
access to the two motors, which are of the G.E. 58 pattern of 
25 H.P.each. The lighting of the cars is arranged in two 
circuits of five lamps in series, and there is an illuminated 
interchangeable destination board and head light. 

The type of trolley used is the “straight under-running ” 
fixed on the roof of the top canopy. 

The motors are controlled by series parallel controllers of 
B 18 type, and emergency switches are fixed under both the 
motorman and conductor's canopy. An electric emergency 
brake is provided in addition to the usual hand brake, and a 
lightning arrester and circuit-breaker are also provided for 
each car. 

There is a 5-minute service in town and 10-minute to 
the Berea during the daytime, und after 7 p.m. there is a 
10-minute and 15-minute service respectively up to 11 p.m. 

The mains for the lighting system are of various makes 
and classes; up to the present about 39 miles of н.т. 
mains have been laid, mostly of the B. I. W. and Callender 
V.B. class, laid in wooden troughing with bitumen, while 


Borouce or Duagan 
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some are of the lead-covered and armoured type, laid under 
a tarred plank. They are practically duplicated every- 
where, and on the Berea аге so arranged as to form one long 
ring main with sub-ring mains, which can be split up into 
Bections as required from the various street boxes or sub- 
stations. There are altogether 14 mains leaving the 
station, mostly of 19:16 size. The sub-stations, which 
are 10 in number, are built in some cases above, and in 
other cases below ground, of very neat design, and roomy. 
The sub-station transformers are mostly of the American 
General Electric Co.'s oil type, of 30 KW., convertible to either 
100 or 200 volts. The н.т. mains are brought into Bates 
switch fuses, and the r.T. board is of the Brush” open 
type, as shown in onejof the illustrations; this was taken 
from the main sub-station, which has also a H.T. board of 
the well-known Ferranti pattern. The Berea trans- 


former pillars, which are 17 in number with, com- 
bined н. and т.т. switch boxes, are all above 
ground and placed on the kerb line; the trans- 


formers are of the Electric Construction Co.’s make, of 
20 KW., and are also convertible to either 100 or 200 volts. 
The switch-boxes are divided into two compartments with 
н. and L.r. sides operated from either side. The fuses are 
of the Bates pattern, each properly enclosed in a slate 
compartment, Each sub-station feeds on to its own particular 
L.T. network, only the transformers in any one sub-station 
being in parallel with each other, while on the Berea the 
districts fed from each transformer are also isolated from each 
other. The use of bare overhead L.T. mains is a great feature 
here. Permission to adopt similar means would be very 
welcome to English central station engineers where the 
consumers are scattered over a large area. As previously 
mentioned, extra long traction poles have been used on some 
of the Berea routes to carry lighting and telephone wires. 
The lighting mains radiate from the various cross-roads 
where the transformers feeding that district are fixed, and are 
mostly of 19/17 size, carried on porcelain insulators fixed to 
strong cross-arms near the tops of the poles, from whence the 
house services of No. 10 weatherproof wire are led off to 
the roof through a porcelain “flying fuse." The house 
mains are led through insulated tubes to meet the supply 
mains on the roof, and run to the meter board, which 
carries also a main switch and fuses. In other places 
25 and 30 ft. poles are used, sometimes on both sides of the 
road, and generally on the kerb line. 

The overhead mains are fed by armoured concentric cables 
taken up a special feed pole placed near the transformer. 
Lightning arresters are fixed where each feed cable joins the 
overhead mains, as well as on other prominent parts of the 
line, and, in addition to this, a guard wire, properly 
“earthed” at places, is run about 1 ft. above the mains, 
secured at every pole, thus “earthing " each, and also 
serving a very useful purpose against lightning storms, 
which are very frequent here, besides warding off falling 
wires. 

So far the system has been very fortunate, only two 
transformers being damaged by lightning ; and with such a 
large network of some 46 miles of streets with overhead 
mains, this speaks well for the efficacy of the precautions 
taken. 

The principal roads on the Berea are lighted by arc 
lamps also, in this case suspended from the span wires 
close to, the poles ; in other cases incandescent lamps are 
suspended from the span-wire in a special water-tight fitting. 
A special switch-wire is run for the control of these from any 
desired point. The mains in the side streets are of No. 6 
B.W.G. Such streets are lighted by incandescent lamps 
fixed on brackets to the poles, the total number of 
incandescent lamps used for street lighting up to date 
being 682. 

Shackle insulators are used very freely on the lines, во 
that the load can be easily transferred from one district to 
another, in the event of the transformer feeding that par- 
ticular district becoming overloaded, by either cutting or 
joining through the connecting ** jumper ;" it is the intention 
to fix switches near the top of the poles, by which these 
shackles can be connected through when any rapid changes 
are needed. There are 22 miles of L. T. mains laid under- 


ground in town, there being practically none overhead for : 


private supply; these mains are generally laid сч both sides of 
the streets, and the feeders from the sub-stations are 37,14 


size, mostly lead-sheathed and double armour protected, with 
both rubber and fibre insulation. The house services are 
joined through a Callender box, which is filled up solid 
with compound and led into & meter board coataining 
meter, fuses, and switch. The meters are of various makes, 
but generally of the American General Electric Co.'s induc- 
tion type. 

The wiring is under the supervision of a wiring inspector ; 
the standard of insulation required is 25 megohms per point 
for 100 volts and 50 megohms per point for 200 volts. The 
demand for light and power is still very great, and the past 
month has exercised a large staff, no fewer than 139 new con- 
nections having been made, which is a record few towns in 
the world of this size can boast of after six years running. 
The chafge for lighting is 8d. per unit flat rate, and for 
motive power 2d. per unit, in addition to a standing charge of 
£5 per H.P. per apnum ; this rate is the cheapest of any South 
African municipal supply, and will at no distant date be 
reduced to 6d. per unit. The tram fares are 2d. for the first 
two miles by cash. or 14d. by books of tickets. The traction 
plant was supplied and erected by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., 
and the cars and overhead equipment by Messrs. Macartney, 
McElroy & Co. 

With regard to the financial position of the undertaking, 
the amount spent has been £190,461, and the number of 
KW, installed is 2,850, which brings out the capital expen- 
diture per Kw. at nearly £67. 

The amount set aside in reserve since the start has been 
£24,400, and the total profit handed over towards the relief 
of the rates has been £18,726. 

The borough engineer is Mr. J. Fletcher, and the tramway 
manager Mr. W. D. Jeffs. As before mentioned, Mr. J. 
Roberts is the borough electrical engineer, with Mesers. 
A. G. H. Taylor and G. Poole as assistante, and it is to the 
latter that we are indebted for this article and the 
accompanying photographs. 


NOTES. 


(Continued from page 990.) 


The Nobel Prizes.—The following are amongst the 
winners of the Nobel prizes awarded by Swedish institutions :—For 
physics, Prof. Henri Becquerel, of Paris, divided with M. and Mme. 
Curie, of Paris ; for chemistry, Prof. Arrhenius, of Stockholm; for 
medicine, Prof. Finsen, of Copenhagen. The formal distribution of 
the prizes took place on 9th inst. in the presence of the King cf 
Sweden and a distinguished gathering. After the usual speeches 
the prize-winners present, MM. Becquerel and Arrhenius, received 
their prizes, with the diploma and Nobel gold medal. Prof. Finsen 
and M. and Mme. Curie were represented by the Danish and 
French Ministers. Prof. Finsen has decided to give 50.000 kroner 
ia) ашын the amount awarded to him to the Phototherapeutic 

u 


Royal Commission on London Locomotion.—At the 
sitting of the Royal Commission on December 10th, evidence was 
given by Mr. R. F. Wheer, chairman of the Works Committee of 
the Paddington Borough Council, by Mr. Wm. Nisbet Blair 
borough engineer of St. Pancras, and by Mr. W. C. Leete Town 
Clerk of the Borough of Kensington. j 

Atthe sitting on December 11th, evidence was given by Mr. H. C. 
Jones, the Town Olerk of Holborn. Mr. H. C. J. Edwards, borough 


engineer of Lambeth, and Mr. T. W. E. Higgins, borough i 
of Chelsea. is is cud 


The Indian Government Electrical Department.— 
The present-day tendency to specialise is making itself felt in 
Government departments. It is quite on the cards that a separate 
department will be formed to deal with electrical engineering 
matters. Mr. Meares's office is growing, his latest recruit being Mr. 
Jordan, who had formerly charge of the electric installation at Vice- 
regal Lodge, Simla, and who was till recently attached to the First 
Calcutta Division. In future all officers in Bengal engaged in any 


way on electrical engineering duty will be under the orders of Mr. 
Meares.—Indiun Engineering. 


The Municipal and County Club.—Sir Samuel 
Provis, K.C.B., secretary of the Local Government Board, was the 
guest of the evening at the house dinner of the Municipal and 
County Club, held at Whitehall Court, Mr. Laurence Gomme, 
F.S.A., clerk to the London County Council, presiding. 


Electrical Volunteers.—The London Gazetle of De- 
cember lith contained a notice to the effect that Messers. E. G. 
Sheppard and G. D. Leys had been appointed second lieutenants. 
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Phenomena of the Mercury Arc. — M. Valbreuze, 
in the Comptes Rendus, November 30th, describes peculiarities of 
the arc between electrodes of mercury. The anode, at the beginning, 
is luminous in part, ithen covered by brilliant stars in geometrical 
figures, such as a pentagon or hexagon. Ав the electrode heats, the 
stars become larger and appear as luminous pearls on the mercury. 
Afterwards they coalesce into a luminous disc, surrounded by one 
or more luminous rings, with dark rings between. Lastly, the dark 
rings dieappear and the anode takes its usual aspect of a luminous 
ground. The explanation he suggests is the existence on the surface 
of the mercury of a membrane more or less permeable by the current, 
and that its vibration determines the regular form of the figures 
observed. 


The Resistance of Selenium.—4A. B. Griffiths finds 
that the electrical resistance of selenium is diminished by exposing 
it to an alcoholic solution of certain animal and vegetable pigments. 
The following figures show the effect produced by an exposure of 
15 minutes аё a distance of 15 centimetres to the solutions men- 
tioned. The quantities are in megohms, before and after treatment : 
— Petals of the verbena, from 0:34 to 0:29; of the helianthus, from 

; —¶ — S j lati 2n 
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radiators consist of apparatas filled with a solution of sodium 


acetate or thiosulphate (the photographer's hyposulphite). These 
liquids are distinguished by the large amount of heat they erit 
when crystallisation occurs. When, therefore, the train is travelling 
at a sufficient speed to cause the dynamo to generate current, the 
energy passes into these radiators, liquefies the crystals, and raises 
the temperature of the resulting liquid to & point at which tbey are 
able to warm the coaches; but when the train stops, even for any 
period of time up to six hours or so, the solidification of the 
crystals causes heat still.to be passed into the train. The apparatus, 
in fact, is an adaptation to an electrical source of heat, of the 
similarly constructed footwarmers in use for many years on certain 
lines; the difference being that the salts are melted in their water 
of crystallisation by current instead of by placing the whole 
arrangement in a steam or hot-air oven. 


A Double Carbide of Tungsten and Chromium.— 
Moissan and Kouznitzow have prepared in the electric furnace a 
double carbide of tungsten and chromium which has the formula 
W,0, 3Cr;C; This body has a specific gravity of 8.41. It is very 
stable, is not attacked by acids or the chief reagents of the chemist, 
and is remarkably hard. This last fact leads the authors to think 
that an addition of tungsten to chromium steel might cause the 
double carbide to be produced, and might, therefore, yield a metal 
having new and peculiar properties. 


The Consumption of Calcium Carbide.—According 
to one of the French acetylene journals, the amount of carbide 
actually consumed in that country during 1902 was 12,500 metric 
tons, and the amount likely to be consumed during the current 
year is estimated at 15,000 tons. Placing the most important 
countries in order of decreasing carbide consumption, our informant 
gives us the following list :—France, Italy, Germany, United States, 
Spain, Sweden and Norway, “England,” Austria-Hungary and 
Canada. There would seem, however, to be some mistake in this 
list, because at the recent annual meeting of the German Acetylene 
Association, the president, Dr. Dieffenbach, gave a careful estimate 
of the consumption in Germany, and returned it at over 20,000 
metric tons, 6,600 of which are consumed by the railways. How- 
ever this may be, the most noteworthy feature of the list is the 
high position ascribed to Italy. In 1897 the amount of calcium 
carbide consumed there was only 400 tons, but it bas risen yearly to 
650, 1,300, 3,100, 8,400, 12,500, and to 13,000 for the first nine 
months of 1903. 


Personal.— Mr. A. B. Fearnley, general manager of the 
Birkenhead Corporation tramways. has been selected by the Tram- 
ways Committee of Sheffield for recommendation to the Council for 
the position of tramways manager of tbat town. For 14 years 
before going to Birkenhead, he was at Bradford, during the latter 
part of the time as manager of the tramways. There were 80 
applicants for the Sheflield positlon. 

At the meeting of the Sunderland T.C. on the 9th inst. Mr. A. R. 
Dayson was appointed tramways manager in succession to Mr. H. 
England. The salary is £400, advancing to £500. Mr. Dayson 
had been assistant tram ways engineer previously. There were 74 
applications. 


Willesden.—On December 5th 80 members of the Arc 
Works Engineering Society (Chelmsford), paid a visit on Saturday 
to the works of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. at Willesden. 
On the following Tuesday Mr. Brunton gave & lecture to the Society 
on “ Building Materials,” 


` deplored the loss of Prof. W. Н. Hudson. 


Р 


Efficiency of a Four-Valve Fleming Engine.—Mr. 
B. T. Allen’s paper of December, 1903, to the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers is practically a protest against complicated 
valve gears as an aid to economy. The Fleming engine is 
apparently a Corliss engine without Corliss cut-off gear. The 
valves are driven somewhat as in the old Porter-Allen engine by 
unequal-sngled levers, so as to have waiting periods, and periods of 
rapid cut-off movement. The indicator diagrams, therefore, while 
not giving absolutely sharp corners at cut-off, are rationally pro- 
portioned. The Rockwood idea of cylinder ratio of 7:33 to 1 is 
adopted, and with a boiler pressure of 163 lbs. absolute, and a 26-in. 
vacuum, a 500-н.р. engine worked at 353:56 H.P. with a steam;con- 
sumption of 1233 lbs. per H.P..bour. There were neither jackets 
nor superheat, and the cut-off steam shown by the diagrams was 
7:88 and 8:27 lbs. in the high-pressure and low-pressure cylinders 
respectively, and 9 94 and 9:02 Ibs. respectively at release—that ів 
to say, 63:9 and 67 O per cent. at cut-off, and 80 6 and 732 per cent. 
at release respectively of the whole steam consumed. At full 
load the steam accounted for by the diagram was 89 2 and 92:1 per 
cent., with a power of 500:66, and steam consumption of 12:66 lbs. 
per 1.8.P.-hour, the initial absolute pressure being 159 lbs., and the 
vacuum 26 in. The steam consumption per 1.H.P.-hour is therefore 
greaterat fullload,though probably less per B.H.P. Atone-sixth load the 
steam consumption, including reheater, was 14 4 21Ibs., at seven-tenths 
load it fell to 12 33, aud at eleven-tenths load it had risen to 12 73. 
The diagrams at seven-tenths load, when combined, appear closely 
to approximate to the theoretical curve, by which we suppose the 
hyperbola is intended. This point is emphasised unduly. As a 
matter of fact, the нр. card starts on the hyperbola, risss 
above the curve, and proves a good deal of condensation and 
re-evaporation. The г.р. card starts below the hyperbola and rises 
up to it, showing the same fault, which can only be amended by 
ворегһеаё or jacketing. The conclusion intended to be pointed 
is that simple valves, simply moved, are quite as good as the cóm- 
plicated devices wrongly credited with the economy that, at any 
rate, as regards the Corliss valve, was really due to the good cylinder 
drainage it secured when placed at the four corners of the cylinder. 


Electricity in the Manufacture of Iron and Steel.— 
The Standard correspondent at Ottawa says that Mr. Sifton, the 
Minister of the Interior, is arranging, on behalf of the Dominion 
Government, to send a Commission to Europe to investigate the 
processes of manufacturing iron and steel by electric treatment. 
There are immense iron deposits in Canada, which cannot now be 
worked on account of the cost of the fuel. The Commission will 
visit France, Italy and Sweden, and will report if the processes now 
ee от used there would be a commercial success in 

inada 


The Electricals.—To-night the second Bohemian concert 
of the Electricals is to be held at the Frascati Restaurant at 


7.45 p.m, sharp. 


English Electrical Engineers in Morocco.—Reuter 
reports that two English electrical engineers left Tangier on 8th 
inst. for the Shereetian Court to take up positions in the service 
of the Sultan. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Newcastle 
Section).—Last Monday Dr. W. M. Thornton read a paper on 
" Experiments on Eddy Currents.” 


Rugby Engineering Society.—At last night's meeting 
of this society, Mr. E. A. Neynolds read a paper on “The Economy 
of Superheated Steam." 


King's College Engineering Society.— The 10th 
annual dinner of the above society took place on December 5th at 
the Hotel Cecil, Sir John Wolfe Barry, K.C.B., F.R.5., being the 
guest of the evening. Prof. D. S. Capper occupied the chair. The 
Vice-President of the Society, Mr. B. G. Cooke, in toasting ‘Oar 
Guest,” stated that the Society was proud of the fact that Sir John 
Wolfe Barry was formerly a student and member of the Society. 
Sir John Wolfe Barry, in replying, said that the profession which 
he had followed was the most delightful in the world; in dis- 
cussing the present day education, he deprecated “cramming,” and 
showed great faith in the sandwich system. The College and 
Staff" was proposed by Mr. Rowley. He stated that the College 
This was replied to by 
the Vice-Principal, Prof. Adams, and Prof. Hudson. Prof. Capper 
proposed “The Engineering Society,” this toast being replied to by 
the President, Mr. F. W. Crawer Roberts. He pointed out the 
flourishing state the Society was in, both as regards roll of member- 
ship, in which a record had been attained, and the quality of the 
papers read during this session. Mr. Franks then proposed '' The 
Chairman.” The programme was well supplemented by Mr. Algernon 
Clarke's orchestra, and a flute solo by Prof. E. Wilson. Mr. Stavers, 
who so successfully organised the dinner last year, again gave his 
assistance. 


Mechanical Stokers.—A slight inaccuracy occurred in 
our article on p. 966 of our last issue. For the E.S.” read E. S. E.“ 
(Economy, Simplicity, Efficiency), it being the stoker of the Smoke 
Preventer Co., Ltd., of Blackburn, whose appliance was referred to. 


Appointments Vacant.— Electrical engineer for Sunder- 
land Corporation tramways department (£200); engineer-in-charge 
for Wimbledon (£78); resident electrical engineer for Leicester 
tramways (£250) ; assistant electrical engineer for Lancashire County 
Asylum (358.); resident working engineer (408.4-), and electrical 
assistant (358.4), for New Hollymoor Asylum, Birmingham; an 
assistant is required in the electrical engineering department at the 
C.T.C., Exhibition Road, 8.W., £150. 
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Suppression of Hysteresis by an Oscillating 
Magnetic Field.—Recent exporiments have drawn attention to 
the action of a rapidly varying magnetic field on magnetism pro- 
duced under ordinary conditions. M. Maubain, in the Comptes 
Rendus, for November 30th, describes experiments leading him to 
conclude that it is the hysteresis in relation to the field which is 
affected, and even entirely suppressed. An iron or a steel core 
being submitted to acycle of magnetic field at the same time as to 
the continuous action of a field oscillating in the same direction, 
we get instead of the well-known curve of magnetisation with two 
branches, a single curve, on which are placed all the points obtained 
with an increasing or diminishing field. It is necessary that the 
core be thin enough for the oscillating field to penetrate with 
sufficient intensity into ite central part. The cores employed 
in his experiments were pieces of untempered or tempered 
chronometer spring 0'1 to 0°15 millimetre thick, by 0'2 to 1 
millimetre broad, and cylindrical stems of porphyrised iron 
and of steel fixed in a glass tube by paraffin. They 
were surrounded by two very long bobbins, the outer the 
magnetising bobbin, the inner a single layer of well-insulated wire 
traversed by the electric oscillations produced in the followirg 
manner :—The coatings of a Leyden jar were connected on one 
band to the pole of a Ruhmkorff coil, and on the other to the ends 
of the inner bobbin through a spark micrometer. The intensity of 
magnetisation was measured by an astatic magnetometer giving a 
sensibility which, owing to train-lines, could not be obtained with a 
non-astatic magnetometer. The thinnest untempered specimens 
gave complete suppression of hysteresis, but in the thick specimens 
the branches of the curves were separated, and the more so the 
thicker the specimen. The tempered specimens gave like results, 
but needed more intense oscillations. The porphyrised iron lost its 
hysteresis. Those values of magnetisation got during the action of the 
oscillations were more elevated than under ordinary conditions. The 
preceding results were obtained when the primary coil of the 
Ruhmkorff was magnetised by an alternating current, that is, when 
the effects of induction were symmetrical. A continuous current 
interrupted, giving dissymmetrical-induction effects, gave different 
results. The oscillations which are always in the same direction at 
the outset of each oscillatory discharge, provoke when they act alone, 
a strong magnetisation in a determined direction, which persists 
after they stop. The alternate current oscillations, on the other 
hand, do not of themselves produce any fixed magnetisation. The 
non-symmetrical induction gives a curve of magnetisation which 
passes for a zero field through the point representing the magnetisa- 
tion due to oscillations, instead of through the origin. Moreover, this 
curve is only reversible for a suitable intensity of oscillations in the 
part where the direction of the magnetising field, and that of the 
. magnetisation due to oscillations, coincide. In the other. part the 

two branches are a little separated. The continuous action of 
oscillations with sufficiently thin specimens yields reversible 
сате well determined and rising rapidly without bend from their 
0 gin. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


MR. E. M. Hows, of Blackburn, has been appointed engineer-in- 
charge at Wimbledon electricity works. 

Mr. B. W. Новктха, of the Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways and 
Lighting Co., Ltd., has been appointed switchboard attendant at 
the Batb Electric Tramways. 

The following increases of salary have been made in the tramways 
department by the Tramways Committee of the Sheffield T.C. :— 
Mr. H. E. Yersouny, electrical engineer, from £280 to £300; Mr. 
R. G. Tuomas, technical instructor, from £200 to £220; Mr. E. J. 
Marsu, chief electrical superintendent, from £200 to £220. In the 
electrical supply department the following increases have been 
granted :—Mr. A. CuTHILL, station superintendent, from £283 to 
£300: Mr. J. W. BARNES, wiring and fitting department, from £250 
to £262 10s. The Town Council has appointed Mr. J. W. Brav- 
CHAMP to succeed Мт. A. Doxy as chief assistant electrical engi- 
neer and deputy-manager of the electric light works. 

The Yale Electric Power Co.'s employ cs held tbeir annual dinner 
at the Maenofferem Hotel on Thursday last week. Mr. R. CROOK 
(chairman) enumerated the events of the year. Mr. DaviES pro- 
posed the toast of "The Company,” coupled with that of Mr. 
T. P. O. Yate. Mr. 8. B. WaixwniGHT, ia replying, showed the 
progress of the public and private lighting, and also strongly re- 
pudiated the attack of the Council. Mr. T. GRIFFITHS 
(Sandycroft) replied to the toast of the “Army and Navy.” 
Mr. J. T. Owen and Mr. J. Jones replied to the toast of 
„Tho Town and Trade of Blaenau and District,” and said that they 
fully agreed with what had been said at that meeting regarding the 
public lighting of the town. The dinner was followed by music 
and songs. 

The salary of Mr. Moxon, mains superintendent at Huddersfield, 
has been increased to £130 per annum. 

The Manchester Electricity Department has now made an 
appointment to fill the vacancy created by Mr. G. F. METZGER's 
resignation of the position of chief.“ Mr. Mrerzara’s services in 
that capacity terminate at the end of January, but the committee 
invited him to continue to act in a consultative capacity until the 
Stuart Street scheme is completed, at & fee of £150 per quarter. 
His place as chief engineer will be taken by Mr. STANDEN LEONARD 
PEARCE, who joined the Corporation staff in 1901 as deputy chief 
electrical engineer. Mr. PEARCE has been appointed under a pro- 
visional arrangement for a term of twelve months, at £800 per 
annum. An assistant engineer is to be appointed at a salary not 


= 
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British Cable Syndicate, Ltd. (79,401).— Tbis company was 


exceeding £250. Mr. Pragom is only 31 years of age, but he has 
had very wide experience in electric lighting and tramway work, 
having been in his time with Messrs. J. G. Statter & Co., Messrs. 
Thomas Richardson & Sons, of West Hartlepool, on the ships 
of the British India 8. N. Co., as assistant engineer to the Metro- 
olitan Electric Supply Co.; thereafter he was with the British 
omson-Houston Co.; and later, just previous to his going to 
Manchester, he had held the position of superintendent engineer at 
the Central London Railway power station at Shepherd’s Bush. 
We wish Mr. PEARCE every success in the very important position 
in which, subject to the Council's confirmation, he has been placed. 
At Bootle, Mr. J. B. Hupson, senior assistant, has been appointed 
to act as deputy electrical engineer during the absence of the chief, 
and Mr. E. W. Ктхс has been appointed assistant at a salary of 
£100 per annum. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


— —————ь 


#- 


registered on December 11th, with a capital of £3,000 in £1 shares, to carry on 
the business of electricians, electric, mechanical, sanitary, gas and water 
engineers, ironmongers, makers of electric tramcars, motor cars, carriage, 
cycles and other vehicles, manufacturers of and dealers in electric light cables, 
telegraph and other wires and accessories, dynamos, motors, telephones, bells, 
electroliers, arc and other lamps and electric light fittings, &c. The first -ub- 
scribers (each with one sbare) are:—T. J. Booth, 2%, Harley Strect, 
Bow, E, clerk; F. Maddocks, Oakfield, Sheridan Road, Merton Lark, 
clerk; May W. Vockins, 28, Lavender Sweep, Clapham Junction, clerk; Н. 
Salem, 70, Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C., gentleman; J. A. Halford, 4, 
Devonshire Terrace, W., engineer; O. J. Parker, 70, Bishopsgate Street 
Within, E.C., merchant; and T. Bremner Acacia, Frognal, N.W., surveyor. 
No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two пог 
more than five; the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, £70; 
remuneration, £25 each per annum. and 5 per cent. of the net profits, divisible. 
Registered office: 70, Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C. 


Etheridge Railway Co., Ltd. (79,359). This company was 
registered on December 8th, with a capital of £30,008 in £00 ordinary shares of 
£100 each and 60 B" shares or 1s. each, to acquire concessions, rights and 
privileges for the construction of railways ‘and tramways in Queensland or any 
part of the world, and to carry on the business of carriers of passengers and 
goods, engineers, contractors, manufacturers of and dealers in railway, train- 
way, electric, magnetic, galvanic and other apparatus, and of generators, tran«- 
mitters, users and suppliers of light, heat, sound and power by electricity, 
galvanism, magnetism, compressed air, gas, steam, oil or otherwise, &c. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are :—L. G. Harvey, 801, Fulham Road, 
B.W.,clerk; E M. Cope, 16, Stanmore Road, West Green N., clerk; L. H. 
Lepingwell, 812, Romford Road, Forest Gate, E., clerk; L.. G. Roiner, 156, 
Graham Road, N.E., clerk; L. E. Lawton, 19, Bach Road, Upper Clapton, 
N.E., clerk; К. H. Thomas, Elmbank, Pirbright, Surrey, clerk; and H. Н. 
Sharman, 18, Powell Road, Clapton, N.E., clerk. No initial public issue. The 
number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than five; the sub- 
soribers are to appoint the first; remuneration, £100 each per annum. 


Synchronised Electrie Clock Co., Ltd. (79,362).— This com- 
pany was registered on December 8th, with & capital of £2,500 in £5 sharcs, to 
acquire the following ‘provisional specifications for patents, viz., No. 18,209, 
dated August 25th, 1903, of W. W. G. Webb, J. Hall and J. F. A. Chandler, 
relating to improvements in clocks; No. 22,858, dated October 22nd, 1908, of 
F. A. Chandler and B. Bonniksen, for improvements in electrically synchronised 
clocks and the like, and 24,684, dated November 16th, 1903, of the eBid F. A. 
Chandler and В. Bonniksen, for improvements in electrical clocks; toledyr 
complete specifications of and complete such patents and to manufacture and 
dealer in electrical and patent clocks, &c. The first subscribers are: W. 
Davis, C.C., 16, St. Mary's Road, Leamington Spa, gentleman, 1С 
shares; H. E Thornley, The Mall, Radford Semele, near Leamington Spa, 
brewer, 10 shares; R. 8. Gold, 79, Coten End, Warwick, gentleman. 10 skares; 
G. Norris, C.C., 9, Radford Road, Leamington Spa, coal factor, 10 shares; W. G. 
Leigh. Rusina, 3, Charlotte Street, Leamington Spa, gentleman, 10 shares, 
C. E. Burges, J.P., Tachbrook House, Leamington Spa, tea dealer. Ac.. lO thares: 
and F. W. Francis, J.P., Hyde House, Leamington Spa, draper, 5 shares, 
No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three 
nor more than seven; the first are B. Bonniksen, 16, Norfolk Street, Coventry: 
J. H. F. A. Chandler, 4, Victoria Terrace, Leamington Spa; W. Davis, CC. 
R. 5. Gold, W. G. Leigh, G. Norris, C.C.. and H. E. Thornley; qualification. 
450; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


Kroeger Light-Cure and Electro-Therapeutic Institutes, Ltd. 
(79.345).—This company was registered on December 7th, with a capital of 
£15,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the goodwill of the businesses herctofore carried 
on by M. Kroeger at 67, Elizabeth Street, Eaton Square, S. W., and 11, Grand 
Parade, Eastbourne, by the said M. Kroeger, and Mrs. I. Maxwell, at 12 
Cheniston Gardens, W., and by the said M. Kroeger, A. L. 8mith and Miss 
E. W. Smith, at Mansion House Chambers, 11, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
under the style of '*Kroeger's Light.Cure Institutes," and to carry on the 
business of proprietors of hospitals, sanatoria, hydropathic and other establish- 
ments, spas, medicated, light, electric, Turkish, vapour or other baths, 
medical, nursing. convalescent and other homes, laboratories and institutes or 
the treatment, alleviation and cure of diseases and ailments, Ke, The first 
subscribers are: M. Kroener, 6, Croxted Road, West Dulwich, electro 
therapeutist, 10 shares; А. S. Smith, 131, Holbein House, Sloane Square, S. W., 
clectro-therapeutist, 1 share; E. T. Peach, 11, Grand Parade, Бае 
electro-therapeutist, 1 share: F. Wilde, 12, Cheniston Gardens, W., electr» 
therapeutist, 1 share: Mrs. I. Maxwell, 1, Ember Villas, East Molesey, 1 share; 
G. R. Taylor, 7, Spring Street, Hyde Park, W., clerk, 1 share: and Miss E. W. 
Smith, 26, Moore Street, Lennox Gardens, S. W., I share. Minimum cash 
subscription, l per cent. of the shares offered to the public. The number ct 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven; M. C. A. C. Kroeg? 
is the permanent managing director: remuneration, £500 per annum, or 5 percent. 
of the gross profits, whichever ів the greatest, provided that such remuneration 
shall not be paid until £6,000 of the capital has been subscribed, subject to per 
ment in cach, 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Sherard Cowper-Coles & Co., Ltd., electricians, London 
67,186).— Issue, on November 13th, of a debenture for £100, part of series created 
by resolution of December 3rd, 1901, and February 7th, 1902, to secure £6,500, 
charged on the company's real and persenal property, present and future, except 
uncalled capital. No trustees. Previously issued of same series: £6,400. 


British Prometheus Co., Ltd., electrical engineers, Kingston- 
on-Thames (74,889).-—A memorandum of satisfaction in full of a debenture dated 
August 15th, 1903, securing £150, has been filed. 


Brockie-Pell Are Lamp Co., Ltd. (66, 602).—A debenture 
created 27th, and dated November 80th, 1908, to secure not more than £1,000, 
charged on the company's property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital, has been registered. Holders: Barclay & Co., Ltd., 54, Lombard Street, 
E.C. 


Atlas Engineering Co., Ltd., electrical and general engineers, 
Southport (61,320). — A second mortgage debenture, dated November 26th, 1903, 
to secure £100, and a tbird mortgage debenture, dated November 27th, 1908, to 
secure £50, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and 
fnture, including uncalled capital, subject to mortgage debenture dated 
December 14tb, 1809, has been registered. Holders: J. Malam, 50, Everton 
koed, Birkdale, and Mrs. M. A. Pollitt, 57, Norwood Road, Soutbport. 


Consolidated Telephone, Constraction and Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. (15,212). — In liquidation: A memorandum of satisfaction in full of a 
debenture dated September 8га, 1902, securing £9,500, has been filed. 


Sharpe & Co., Ltd, (electrical and general engineers, Grimsby ).— 
Issue on November 23rd, of £800 debentures, part of series created December 
14th, 1899, to secure £2,500, charged on the company's undertaking and pro- 

rty, present and future, including uncalled capital, No trustees. Previously 
issued of same series, £1,000, 


Keynsham Electric Light nnd Power Co., Ltd.—Is3ue on 
November 80th, of £1,200 debentures, part of series created same date, to secure 
£1,500, charged specitically on the company’s freehold Jand and buildings at 
Keynsham, and as a floating security on the company’s undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital. No trustees, 


Atlas Engineering Co., Ltd. (64,320).—This company's annual 
return was tiled on December 5th, when 8£0 shares had been taken up out of a 
nominal capital of 42.000 in £1 shares. £1 per share has been called up on £60 
shares, resulting in the receipt of £860. Mortgages and charges: 4200. 


Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd. (37,696). —Tbis company's annual 
return was filed on November lith, when 16,890 shares had been taken up out 
of a nominal capital of £25,000 in £1 shares. £l per share has been called u 
on 14,380 shares, resulting in the receipt of £11,3:0. 2, 000 shares are Considered 
пз lu'ly paid. Mortgages and charges: £4,000. 


Edison & Swan United Electric Light Co., Ltd. (18.984).— 
This company's annual return was filed on December lst, when 110,100 A 
and 23.5€4 B“ shares had been taken up out of a nominal capital of £1,000,000 
in 150,000 “А” and 50,000 "B" shares of £5 each. 10s. per share has been 
called up on 89,261 “ A" shares, resulting in the receipt of £14,030 10s. £456,667 
10s. is considered as paid, being £5 per share on 17,139 “A” and 23,564 “ B," 
£2 los. per share on 89.261 A" and £3 per share on 10, 000 A" shares, Mort- 
gages and charges: £111,023. 


Hove Electric Lighting Co.. Ltd.—A debenture dated 
November 23rd, 1903, to secure £7,500, supplemental to & trust deed dated 
June 30th,|1896, to secure an unspecified amount of debenture stock, but 
stamped to cover £50,000, has been registered. Property charged: the com- 
pany's undertaking and property, present and future. Trustees: Col. 
A. J. Filgate, R.E., 1064, Jermyn Street, London; and C. Е. Tufnell, 
Lloyd's, Е.С. 


Provincial Electric Construction Co., Ltd. — Issue on 
November 24th of £800 debentures, part of series created November 20th, 1903, 
to secure £1,C00, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present 
&nd future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. No previous issue of 
same series. 


Blackpool, St. Annes and Lytham Tramways Co., Ltd. 
(20,184). --А trust deed dated November 19th, 1903, to secure £150,C00 debenture 
stock created by resolutions of November 12th and 26th, 1908, and a: collateral 
security thereto three debentures of even date, each for securing £50,000, have 
heen registered. Property charged: Certain leasehold hereditaments, the 
beneflt of certain agreements, and the company's undertaking and property, 
present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees: J. H. ap, J.P., Red 
Lees, Blackpool; J. 8. H. Banner, J.P., 24, North John Street, Liverpool; and 
J. M. Walker, Pell Wall, Market Drayton. 

A inemorandum of satisfaction in full of second mortgage debentures created 
by aresolution of Mareh Ist, 1,901, securing £12,000, has been filed. 


Geneva Tramways Co., Ltd. (72,081).— Debentures for 
£ 19,032 78. 9d. (39 of 21,000 each, and one of £692 78. 94.), created by resolution 
of November 65th, and dated December 7th, 1903, have been registered. 
Property charged:—' The company's undertaking and assets, present and 
future, subject to an agreement, dated June 20tb, 1908, with the London Trust 
Co., Lid., and Messrs. L. Hirsch & Co. No trustees. Holder:—A. Ries, 
Warnfo:d Court, Е.С. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


THE year ending March 3186 last proved a 


Southampton record one for the Southampton underteking. 
Municipal Increased revenue and decreased working ex- 
Electrical penses produced the most satisfactory balance 

Supply. which theidepartment has had во far. 


The notable feature is the reduction ín total 
works costs, which are less, bothjin the total and per unit, than last 
y ear, despite an increased output of 300,000 units. The total works 
costs now stand at 1:640. per unit—a drop of zd. on 1892, and at 
their present level occupy a very favourable position among 
similar undertakings. The prices for energy are:— Private lighting, 
6d. and 44d. per unit, on the maximum demand system; traction, 2d. 
per unit. 

The borough electrical engineer is Mr. H. F. Street. 


P 


Gewenat STATEMENT. 


For year ending Maroh 815t— 1908, 1902, 
Total capital expended .. oe * £133,502 £122,188 
Number of units sold— 
Private supply ... iss 285 e. 624,312 589,042 
Public lighting Р две . 130,297 117,701 
Traction ... eis n "S з 977,404 723,479 
Total number of units sold ... 175 . . 1,732,013 1,430,222 
Equivalent No. of 8-c.P. lamps connected 46,600 41,080 
Number of public lamps көз - 166 166 
Maximum load in Kw. iss jux i 1,263 1,143 
Revenue account— 
Gross revenue ... A n .. £23,829 £20,872 
» expenditure re ix» . £11,891 £12,916 
» profit коя - à .. £11,938 , £7,956 
Average price obtained — 
Private lighting... [IIl aoo eee 5°20d. т" 
Public lighting ... wes aes sae 3 20d. — 
Traction ... к vis "T awe 200d. — 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy ... aes ‘ae T . £23,379 3244, 
Meter rents, &c., ... iis m i» T 301 'O4d. 
Sundry receipts, rents and premiums ... 149 02d. 
Gross revenue . . £23,829 3:30d. 
Совт oF PRODUCTION. 
Gross. Per unit, 
Coal and oil fael ... - — 885 *. £5,044 70d. 
Oil, waste, water and engine room stores 482 07d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 1,845 25d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, machinery 
and plant... ‘ue ss wie i55 .. 1,862 26d. 
Works and distribution costs ... *. £9,233 1:28d. 
Repairs and maintenance, public. lamps i 315 оча. 
Rents, rates and taxes  ... asi re zu 967 13d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer an 
clerical staff... is n Р? 805 943 13d. 
General establishment charges, insurance, law 
printing, and stationery T ie ecc 433 06d. 
Total works costs .. £11,891 1:64d. 
Prorit STATEMENT, 
Interest on loans, &c. i5 гра MES .. £3,778 
Sinking fund ... say РЕ ^ sige .. 3.897 
Balance for the year carried down... T e. 4,268 
Gross profit - en * £11,938 


With a greatly improved gross profit and financial charger, only 
moderately increased, the department was able to carry forward a 
balance of £4,268. Ont of this, special expenditure on machinery, 
amounting to £2,018, was met, and a depreciation and renewals 
fund started. 


CITY NOTES. 


British Electric Traction Co. 


Ho interim report of the directors, dated December, 1903, reads as 
ollows : — 

" Having regard to the very unfavourable weather which has pre- 
vailed throughout the year, the traffic receipts of the various 
associated undertakings on the whole show satisfactory increases. 
During the present year over 50 route-miles of new or reconstructed 
tramways or light railways have been opened for traffic by electric 
traction on the overhead system. The policy of the directors for 
some time past has been to restrict as much as possible the further 
capital commitments of the company on new schemes or extensions, 
and the attention of the management is now mainly concentrated 
upon increasing the revenue from the company's present invest- 
mente, No portion of the additional debenture capital authorised 
atthe last general meeting has yet been issued. 

“The Auckland Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. (New Zealand), in 
which tbe company has an interest of nearly £300,000, has been 
successfully established. Some of the lines were opened for traffic 
at the end of last year, and others during the present year. The 
traffic receipts are satisfactory and in excess of the estimates, and it 
is expected that a dividend will be paid on the ordinary shares 
of bs Auckland Co. for this, the first year of working by electric 
traction. 

„The business of the Metropolitan Electric Tramways, Itd., in 
which the company holds shares to the amount of about £219,000, 
and has guaranteed to raise further capital to the extent of 
about £300,000, is also developing satisfactorily. That company 
will eventually operate, in the important arca north of London, 
about 48 miles of light railways, under leases from the County 
Councils of Middlesex and Hertford, in cor junction with its own 
8} miles of tramways. It also holds about 70 per cent. of the 
capital of the North Metropolitan Tramways Co. and all the issued 
ghare capital of the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co., 
which latter company owns Acts of Parliament authorising the supply 
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in perpetuity of electricity in bulk in an area of about 325 aq. miles 
in Middlesex, Hertford and Essex. Considerable progress is being 
made by the County Council of Middlesex, and by the Metropolitan 
Co., in the construction of the lines and works, and it is hoped that 
about 20 miles of lines will be opened for traffic by electricity on 
the overhead system, early next summer. 

" Arrangements are in progress for the consolidation of the com- 
pany's interests in the various associated companies in Birmingham 
and adjacent districts, now operating about 90 route-miles of tram- 
ways and light railways. 

"During the past session the company has obtained an Act of 
Parliament authorising the reconstruction for working by electric 
traction of the existing Brighton and Shoreham tramways and ex- 
tensions of the lines to Worthing. The tenure of the greater part 


of the lines is for 42 years, and the company has obtained a · 


favourable purchase clause. 

“The company has also obtained an Act of Parliament authorising 
the construction of further tramways in the neighbourhood of 
Croydon, forming extensions of the existing Croydon electric tram- 
ways, thus completing an important network of tramways of about 
30 route-miles. 


" Generally the business of the company is developing satis- 
factorily." 


Douglas Southern Electric Tramways Co. 


Tum report for the year ended October 31st, 1903, states that the 
season consisted of 123 days, as against 137 days last year. The 
mileage run was 32 343.77, as against 32 504 09 last year. The Manx 
season was very considerably marred by the general wet and stormy 
summer, but, notwithstanding this, the line had been well patronised. 
The gross earnings were £4,962, as against £4,733 last season—an 
increase of £229. The tolls payable to the Douglas Head Marine 
Drive, amounting to £827, must be deducted, leaving net passenger 
receipts £4,135 ; to this must be added £19 sundry receipts, making 
a total of £4,153, as against £3,967 last year. The net profit for the 
year is £1,965, as against £1,952 last year, which, added to the 
balance from last year, £212, gives a total balance of £2,177. The 
directors recommend a full dividend of 7 per cent. upon the pre- 
ference shares, which will absorb £1,818, and leave the sum of £39 
to be carried over. 


Provincial Tramways Co. 


Tur: directors report that, notwithstanding the unfavourable 
weather, the net revenue received from the local companies in the 
year ended September 30th amounted to £23,353, as compared with 
£18,551 in the preceding year. The directors have set aside £6,000 
for depreciation, and including the balance brought forward, there 
is an available total of £18,794. Dividends upon the ordinary 
shares of 66. each are declared, leaving £2,742 to be carried forward. 
In the last report it was stated that the company remained in 
possession of the Gosport undertaking, in consequence of the notice 
to purchase given by the Listrict Council proving to be invalid, 
and that they had deposited a Bill for an electric tramway from 
Gosport to Fareham, Porchester and Cosham. This Bill was strenu- 
ousty opposed by the London and South-Western Railway, but 
Parliament ultimately passed the Bill authorising an electric tram- 
way from (Gosport to Fareham, striking out the portion from Fare- 
ham to Cosham. The directors will have to consider, in the spring, 
how best to carry out this undertaking. 


Aron Electricity Meter, Ltd. 


THE sixth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of this 
company was held on Thursday of last week at Winchester House, 
Old Broad Street, Mr. H. Hirst presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, remarked 
that while he did not wish to imply that he considered this year's 
balance-sheet & particularly satisfactory document, whoever knew 
what it meant to turn а concern that had lost in one year over £6,000, 
into & successful business again, would appreciate that if his hopes 
had not been realised within the past year, there were strong 
symptoms that they were on the road to realise them. They had 
last year a loss of £6,032, and had to pay £2,500 out of capital 
towards sinking fund. This year, after a liberal writing off, they 
had made no loss, and had been able to provide practically the 
whole of the sinking fund out of profit. The balance-sbeet for the 
past year was a healtny one as compared with 1902, in so far as 
they had amply depreciated, and the decrease in stock and sundry 
debtors of £9,370 was represented by about £10,000 additional hard 
cash. These were distinctly encouraging symptoms, considering 
their position 12 months ago; and the resulta would have been better 
had it not been for three particular causes which showed themselves 
in the shape of expenses against the year's trading. First, the 
stagnation prevalent in business last year led the directors to make 
serious efforts to endeavour to apply s^me of the unused capital at 
their disposal for new enterprises. Experiments had b:en made, 
negotiations carried on, and preliminary expenses incurred for the 
purpose of investigating such things as an automatic prepayment 
gas meter, an electric ignition apparatus in connection with a petrol 
engine for motor cycles, and a simple and cheap speed indicator for 
motor cars and other machines. Не regretted to say that none of 
these investigations and experiments were sufficiently encouraging 
to warrant them investing any of their capital, and the several 
hundred pounds spent had gone towards the general expenses of 
the year, though they considered they were well justified in spend- 
ing the money. One particular reason why they decided not to 
press on with those supplementary manufactures was the resuscita- 
tion of their own business. The second cause was the continuance 
of experiments with a new meter and the taking out of patents for 
the same which they considered most valuable. All expenses con- 


nected therewith had been defrayed out of the year's trading, and 
amounted to nearly £1,000. Dr. Aron had succeeded in finishing what 
appeared to be an excellent little meter for alternating currents, 
which would very shortly be on the market. He was satistied with 
the technical success of the meter, while, so far as he (the chair- 
man) could judge as a manufacturer, he believed they would be 
able to produce it sufficiently cheaply to compete. The third item 
which had worked against this year’s profit was the expenditure of 
several thousand pounds for the purpose of making good the meters 
in this country which they supplied two or three years ago, and 
which developed faults in practical use. They had succeeded in 
nearly every instance where they had undertaken the task, in 
proving the worth of the meters, as they were now working reliably, 
and he hoped they would be rewarded with orders in the future. 
Regarding the financial position, the assets of the company were 
rather better than at any time since its formation, and that in spite 
of adebenture issue of £60,000. As regarded the commercial out- 
look, the business had assumed a different aspect in various 
countries. In Germany they had been eminently successful, espe- 
cially during the latter half of last year. They had sold as many 
meters throughout the year as they had done in any one year pre- 
viously, but competition, of course, forced them to sell them at a 
cheaper rate, and therefore their profit was not what it used to be. 
The pleasant feature of the increase in sales was, that they were not 
only due to one or two customers, but they supplied 150 stations in 
Germavy, and they had increased their business with nearly all of 
them. In Austria and France the business had been neither pro- 
gressive nor retrogressive; they had held their own. In this 
country, however, they were in a rather peculiar position. А few 
stations that had used their meters in large quantities, after having 
once or twics given other meters a chance, had again returned to 
them. One company had, within the lest three months, made a 
contract for three years for at least 2,000 meters. Another company 
has given them an order for a large number of meters. They had 
had testimonials from some stations that the meters which had given 
them at one time a great deal of trouble were now giving most satis- 
factory results, and 1f orders had not yet come in, he ascribed it to 
principally one reason — meters, like other things, sometimes went 
in and out of fashion. Not every one of, say, 300 station engineers 
in this country would risk acting on his own personal experience. 
There were a certain number of leaders, not oflicially appointed, 
who had confidence in themselves to initiate such fashions, and he 
felt certain that if they could gain some of them for the company 
again the rest would follow. They would have more chance to gain 
them if they could supply them with both large and small meters, 
and they would make every effort to do that so soon as the small 
meter was on the market. An effort was now being made to bring 
more life into the American business—the principal holders of the 
American Co. were at this moment in this country, and, considering 
negotiations were progressing at the moment, he hoped he might be 
forgiven if he did not r2fer to any details at the meeting, but he 
hoped to have good news when they met again. In conclusion, he 
said that while he was not by any means pleased with the result of 
the last year's working, and would not be pleased until they could 
pay regular dividends, aud put every year & fairamount in reserve ; 
nevertheless, what little satisfactory result had been achieved, had 
been achieved at great personal sacrifice on the part of many 
members of the staff. 

Sir JaMES PENDER, Bart., seconded the motion, and the report 
was adopted. 


Arc Lamps, Ltd. 


THE second annual report of the directors for the year ending 
July 31st, 1903, says that the gross profit for the period under 
review is £5,835, as compared with £3,989 for the year to July 
31st, 1902, or an increase of nearly 50 per cent. After payment of 
allexpenses of management, and after substantially deprecisting 
machinery and plant, the surplus is £2,629 19s. 6d., which the 
directors regard as a very satisfactory increase over the result of 
the previous year’s working. The W. J. Davy enclosed arc lamp 
has continued to increase in popularity, especially with engineers 
of corporations and borough councils. The business with the 
electrical trade has also been of the most progressive nature. The 
directors report that Mr. Davy has, as a result of extensive experi- 
ments, made important discoveries, and again added to the patents 
held by the company, but mention need only be made of the 1904 
type of lamp, which is now being placed on the market, and the 
value of which it would be difficult to over-estimate. For the 
third time in the history of the company, it has become necessary, 
in order to cope with the increasing demand ifor the lamps, to 
extend the works, and negotiations are proceeding for. the 
acquisition of the additional premises. Reference is made to the 
litigation with the Jandus Arc Lamp and Electric Light Co., Ltd. 
The directors declared an interim dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum for the first half of the year to July 31st, 1903, and the 
shareholders were a? yesterday's meeting asked to sanction a distri- 
bution at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum for the second half of 
the year. 


India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph 
Works Co. 


Major L. Darwin presided at the annual meeting of this company, 
held on Tuesday at the offices, 106, Cannon Street, S.E., and in 
moving the adoption of the report, a copy of which appeared in our 
last issue, he said that it was with great regret that he had to refer 
to the loss sustained by the death of Mr. Scott, who had first acted 
as one of the auditors of the company, and 20 years ago became & 
director. There were few remarks to make respecting the report, 
asthe company was not at the monent eogaged in any work of 
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great importance, and he could not prophesy as to what might be in 
store for them during the coming year. Since the last annual meet- 
ing they had received legal sanction to the amendment of the 
memorandum of association which was so much needed. The board 
had in preparation a new set of articles which would be more in 
accordance with the present want and practice; the articles were 
about 40 years old, and they had been altered from time to time in 
such a way that reference to them in their present state was very 
troublesome, and likely to cause misunderstandings and mistakes. 
The shareholders were to be congratulated upon the result of the 
year's working, as while paying the usual dividend of 10 per cent., 
they had written off buildings, machinery and ships, £46,150, or 
some £26,000 in excess of the usual annu« depreciation. General 
business bad fallen off in bulk as compared with last year, and com- 
petition had been keen. In one line, which was not an inconsider- 
able one, they had been beaten by German manufacturers, who, 
under the Kartel system which was in vogue among them, were 
selling far cheaper to English ithan to German trade. The board 
hoped to be able to recover this line by more economical pro- 
duction. The laying of the San Francisco cable was accomplished 
shortly after the company’s meeting a yearago. That cable had con- 
tinued to give every satisfaction to the Commercial Pacific Cable Co. 
The works were in an efficient state, but it would be necessary to 
make farther additions to the plant if, as they anticipated, the new 
motor tire referred to in the report met with the approval of the 
motoring public. The chairman of the company (the Hon. Mr. 
Marsham) was on tour in Japan, and would doubtless make the 
company’s name, and the nature of its manufactures, known in the 
districts he will visit. Mr. Moore, another director, was also return- 
ing to England after atime at Cape Town. 

The report was unanimously adopted. The retiring directors and 
auditors were re-elected, and a vote of thanks closed the meeting. 


The New Gutta-Percha Co. 


Tue first annual report of the directors, to be submitted to the 
meeting to be held at Winchester House to-day, Friday, 18th inst., 
reads as follows :— 


The past year has been occupied in preparations for the development of the 
company’s business, including the selection of a suitable site for a factory 
(which was ultimately decided on at Greenwich); in adapting the existing 
buildings, and carrying out extensions of and additions thereto, and in obtaining 
and erecting the necessary plant and machinery. Considerable delay has been 
caused by the difficulty experienced in obtaining certain portions of the plant, 
and it was not until the month of September of this year that the work of 
erecting the plant and machinery and accessory apparatus was completed, so 
that the figures in the accounts presented do not represent the result of work 
on а commercial scale, The factory is now fully equipped for an output of 
about 1 ton of new {gutta per day. In the design of the building and plant, 
ров has been made for future extensions, and the outputof the works can 

e very substantially incrensed at a comparatively small outlay. It became 
evident to the directors at an early period that tests by independent authorities 
were absolutcly essential in order to convince intending users that the “ new 
gutta " could safely be employed as a substitute for the natural product, and to 
that end a length of submarine cable core, insulated with new gutta,” was 
submitted to Mr. James Swinburne, Past-President of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers, &c., for test. A preliminary report on these tests has already 
been communicated to the shareholders, and it will be remembered that Mr. 
Swinburne was of opinion that the test should be continued for some months, 
Mr. Swinburne has completed his tests and is now preparing a tinal report 
which, the directors are pleased to state, is of a highly satisfactory character. 
Working samples of the material have been supplied to Government depart- 
ments, to many of the larger ruilway companies and to other users. In each 
case the intending user asked for time in which to make his own tests. The 
distribution of these working samples has recently resulted in the receipt of 
firm orders for substantial supplies which the company is now proceeding to 
carry out, and the directors feel contident that in the ensuing year a large and 
remunerative business will bedone. Mr. Adolf Gentzsch not having attended 
а board mecting for the last seven months, his seat on the board has become 
vacated under the provisions of the articles of association. Не still, however, 
remains identified with the company, and his adviee and assistance in all 
па relating to the manufacture of the material аге at the disposal of the 

oard. 


Nernst Electric Light, Ltd. 


THE fourth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of this 
company was held on Tuesday at the Westminster Palace Hotel, 
Mr. Bernard M. Drake, M. I. E. E., presiding. 


The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that 


for the first time since tbe formation of the company they had made 
a profit duringthe past year. Having referred with regret to the 
resignation of Mr. Hugo Hirst, who, as a director, had rendered the 
company such valusble assistance in consummating the working 
arrangement which had resulted in that profit, he said that they had 
actually made a net profit of £3,926 for the year as against a debit 
of £3,157 for the previous year. The value of the patents had been 
left as before; neither had it been necessary to augment the suspense 
account as а result of the year’s working. The directors’ fees stood 
at the figure which the three directors had agreed to accept for the 
year; but as a new director had since been appointed, there were 
now four members, and, therefore, a proportionate increase for the 
year was proposed. The item included in the company’s revenue 
for royalty on lamps sold in Great Britain was considerably in 
excess of last year's figure, but for trade considerations it was 
thought inadvisable to publish that as a separate item in the future. 
He was pleased to say that the working arrangement made with the 
Allgemeine Elektricitiits Gesellschaft had resulted in the con- 
tinuance of friendly relations, and he was satisfied they were doing 
their very best to improve the quality of the lamps sent out. With 
regard to the progress of the lamp, the following extract from the 
last report of the A. E.G. would be of interest :—“ The Nernst lamp, 
as regards its durability and the life of the burners has been 
further improved, and is showing good resulta, particularly on the 
higher voltage circuits so general now on modern installations. A 
new type of lamp for 250 candles, also a candle lamp, and 
lamps suitable for search-lights have been placed on the 
market. Up to now, approximately 2,000,000 lamps and 
burners have been sent out, and the demand is increasing.” 


They had all doubtless by this time become familiar with the 
appearance of the Nernst lamp, which was largely used in almost 
every town in England. From their own districts some excellent 
reports had been received, and others were of a varying nature 
dependent largely upon the local skill obtainable and the regularity 
of the supply upon which lamps were used. There was no doubt 
that the lamp did consume about half the current required by 
carbon lamps for the production of an equivalent amount of light. 
On the other hand, like the Welsbach mantle, with which the 
Nernst lamp was so much associated in the minds of the earlier 
investors, it was a more delicate piece of apparatus than the 
ordinary lamp ; hence it was more difficult to get to its destination, 
and required a skill in handling which was not always available. 
For the above reasons, taey ought to appreciate that the original 
hopes formed at the time the invention was made, namely, that it 
would create a complete revolution in the industry, would not be 
realised by the lamp in its present form. It, however, fulfilled a 
most useful purpose, and he had little doubt that the sale would 
increase, especially in quarters where the generating stations had 
been well designed and the staff were possessed of good electrical 
knowledge. In view of the above they were again brought face 
to face with the difficult problem of the value at which 
the patents stood in the books. At the last annual meeting a pro- 
visional suggestion was made that the capital be reduced to 
£100,000, and although a circular was sent out on the basis of a 
reduction to £50,000, to meet the views of an important section, it 
remained for the shareholders with the knowledge now before 
them to decide which alternative they preferred. The result of the 
circular showed that only the holders of some 10,000 shares out of 
320,000 were opposed to the scheme. On the other hand, a con- 
siderable number, as might have been expected, did not reply, and 
it was, therefore, impossible to say whether they could go to the 
courte as a united body with a request that they would grant them 
the reduction they desired. They had the best legal advice that 
they would be acting unwisely in adopting that course unless they 
were practically unanimous. Another course open to them was 
liquidation and reconstruction, which could be carried by a three- 
fourths majority, but if they could only agree, they should hope by 
the first process to effect their purpose by the expenditure of a few 
hundred pounds, whereas the second course would involve more 
than that sum in stamp duties and registration fees alone. 
On one point, however, there seemed to be no doubt, namely, that 
the directors would not, under existing circumstances, be justified in 
dividing any profits made until the losses of the past have been met. 
They, too, had not thought it worth while to deal with the question 
of depreciation while the more important consideration of the value 
of the patents was under discussion. Those losses, with the depre- 
ciation, which would have to be faced would mean that they must 
all wait some years before they could hope to receive any return on 
their money if they decided to leave things as they were. Person- 
ally, he should like to see the company put on a proper commercial 
footing without further delay, so that next year they might look 
forward to meeting them with & dividend to distribute. 

m Mr. J. G. DALzELL seconded the motion. | 

Mr. 8сотт took exception to the proposal to increase the amount 
to be divided among the directors, remarking that they had already 
taken £4,553, which, in his opinion, was quite enough. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that, under the articles, the directors were 
allowed to draw up to £1,200 a year, but, as there had been no 
profits, they had made considerable concessions in the amounts they 
had taken. It was hardly reasonable that they should be asked to 
take the same amount for four as for three. 

The report was then adopted. 

Considerable discussion ensued on the question of. the reduction 
of the capital, and eventually the following resolution was carried :— 
“It is resolved that the shareholders of this company desire that 
the capital of the company should be reduced to £100,000 in 
ordinary shares of £1 each of one class; that the preference share- 
holders shall receive as nearly as may be £75,000, and the ordinary 
shareholders £25,000, and that the directors be requested to take 
such steps as they may be advised are necessary for the reduction 
of the capital of the company on the basis of this resolution. 


Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways and Lighting Co. 


Tx report for the year ended September 30th shows a balance at 
the credit of profit and loss account of £12,304. The traffic receipts 
amounted to £33,465, as against £35,088 for the corresponding 
period of last year—a decrease of £1,623, which was entirely due 
to the inclemency of the weather during the past summer and 
autumn. To pay the debenture interest, dividend on preference 
shares, interest on loan, fees to debenture trustees, and income-tax, 
an additional sum of £3,403 was required, which has been taken 
from the unappropriated balance at the credit of last year's revenue 
account. From this balance also a sum of £1,853 has been written 
off for compensation for accidents and for other charges in the 
previous year. These were only ascertained after last year's 
accounts were closed, and the further sum of £500 has been written 
off "improvement of cars" The balance of last year's revenue 
account now stands at £5,047, which is carried forward. The com- 
pany has been insured against accidents to third parties since 
Jane 16th, 1903. The supply of electric light to private consumers 
at Margate was commenced on January 2nd. Though the business 
was at first slow in developing, it is now showing indications of 
more rapid expansion both at Margate and Broadstairs, 


Lord ARTHUB BuTLER (chairman) presided on Wednesday at 
Salisbury House, London Wall, over the ordinary general meeting 
of the shareholders of the above company, and in moving the 
adoption of the report, said no comparison could be made with the 
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figures of the previous balance-sheet as the revenue account which 
was last submitted embraced a period of 18 months. The past 
summer had been disastrous as regarded the receipts of an under» 
taking such as theirs, which mainly depended on the number of 
visitors attracted to the seaside towns in the Isle of Thanet. It was 
found that the difference between the receipts in a fine and wet 
week during the season would run into between £300 and £400. 
Proceeding to deal with the various items in the accounts, the chair- 
man referred to the coal item, which seemed very heavy, but it had 
to be remembered that in addition to providing for the traction 
business they were also building up a growing lighting business. 
The items under the head of maintenance would always be large 
owing to the sharp curves and steep gradients. No depreciation 
fund had yet been formed, as the business was only in an early 
stage of development. When tke district was more fully deve- 
loped and a large revenue was being earned, it would be time 
to deal with depreciation fund. Owing to the poor resulte, the 
directors had waived a portion of their fees that year. The traffic 
receipts were certainly disappointing, owing solely to the bad 
weather, but under normal conditions they would have had a sub- 
stantial increase of traffic. The lighting receipts wereonly in their 
infancy, and they were now putting down the mains in the 
Margate area, where they had a considerable demand for electric 
lighting, which should improve their receipts materially next year. 


In the balance-sheet there was an item of £40,000—“ loans 


secured upon deposit of debenture stock.” Owing to the great 
difficulty which would have been experienced in successfully 
placing on the market a farther £50,000 of debentures, the directors 
arranged a temporary loan, and the money eo obtained had been 
used in providing for the additional capital items which appeared 
in the balance-sheet. The accrued interest due on September 30th 
to debenture-holders and preference shareholders, bad been provided 
for in the figures of £1,500 and £625, which appeared in the 
balance-sheet. They brought forward from last year's revenue 
account a sum of £10,804 14s. 5d., from which they deducted this 
year an Amount of £1,553 7s. 9d., the bulk of which consisted of 
compensation for injuries and legal cbarges resulting from the 
unfortunate accident in Avgust, 1901. The sum of £3,403 11s. 11d. 
bad been carried to appropriation account for the balance of revenue 
account brought forward to meet the charges as set out in the appro- 
priation account. This would leave a balance of £5,047 14s. 9d. to 
be carried forward to the credit of profit and loss account. In the 
financial year from October 1st to September 30th, tbe traffic 
receipts were £33,465, as against £35,088, and the passengers carried 
were 4,406,821, against 4,572,396. 

Mr. A. WRIGHT seconded the motion, which, after some discussion, 
was agreed to. 

Subsequently an extraordinary meeting of the company was held, 
when approval was given to the Bill being promoted in Parliament 


by the company for conferring powers on them to widen roads and 


acquire lands, с. 


Stock Exchange Notices,—The Committee has appointed 
special settling days as under :— 
Wednesday, December 28rd.- Metropolitan District Railway Co.—Partly-paid 
scrip of a further issue of £000,000 4 per cent. perpetual debenture stock. 
Tuesday, December 29th.— Dick, Kerr & Co., l,td.—52,000 ordinary shares of 
€5 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 52.000; 61,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference 


shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 61,000; and £500,000 44 per cent. deben- 
ture stock, 


The Committee also ordered same to be quoted in the Official 
List, also the 


British Columbia Electric Railway Co., Ltd.—Further issue of 1,500 5 per 
cent. cumulative perpetual preference shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 51.001 


to 52,500. 

The Brazilian Mineral Syndicate, Ltd.—We under- 
stand that this company is being formed to work the mica deposits 
in Minas Geraes (Brazil). From a draft of the prospectus we learn 
that the nominal capital is £10,000, in £1 thares, and 4,700 of these 
shares are to be offered at par. The offices are at 29, Gt. St. Helens, 
E.C. (Mr. C. A. Sack, secretary). | 


Blackpool, St. Annes and Lytham Tramways Co. 
The directors report that the doubling of the line and its equip- 
ment for overhead traction has resulted in satisfactory receipts. It 
is proposed to carry the balance of £2,017 forward. 

Eastern Telegraph Co.—Interim dividend of 1! per 
cent. on the ordinary stock for quarter ended Beptember 30th last. 

R. Waygood & Co.— Warrants for the usual interim divi- 
dend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares 
have been posted. 


Cape Electric Tramways.— The directors have declared 
an interim dividend of 5 per cent. 


Eastern Extension Telegraph Co.—Interim dividend 
for the quarter ended September 30th last of 2s. 6d. per share. 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
BusiNESS 1h the Stock Exchange, if it shows no signs of expansion, 
is by no means a3 bad as it might be amongst the investment markets 
of the House, although the speculative departments are almost at a 
standstill. In these latter the holiday feeling has already put in 
an appearance, but the unusual ease, for the time of year, connected 
with the money market is All to the good of investment varieties 


Movements in most of the stocks and shares quoted on the sucoeed: 
ing pages are narrow; an apparently startling fall in Brush second 
Debenture and a subsequent recovery being the principal feature of 
the week. 

In the railway market Metropolitan and District stocks have 
quieted down a shade, prices continuing steady all the same. Metro- 
politans are being bought by an Anglo-American group, according 
to rumour, and in this connection it may be recalled that before the 
Yankees tackled District stock there were reports about their 
anxiety to control the Metropolitan Railway. Districts remain hard 
at 36, with London United Tramways shares at 114. The London 
United Co. is giving notice that it intends to apply for powers to 
compulsorily acquire further land in the vicinity of Hammersmith 
Bridge, and the title of the Parliamentary Bill is to be the London 
United Tramways (Railways). None of the purely electrical railway 
Stocks have moved. 

With & certain weariness, we again lift up & note of warning to 
those who are being asked to find more money for the National 
Electric Traction Co., Ltd., the concern that arose out of the ashes 
of the British Electric Street Tramways, Ltd., which went into 
voluntary liquidation. As an inducement to subscribe further 
capital, the National Electric Traction proprietors are offered a few 
fully paid shares if they will take up others with 15». paid. Those 
who have good money to throw sfter bad have thus auother chance of 
wasting their substance. 

British Electric Traction Ordinary have lost the rise of } that 
they made last week, but the Traction market, as a whole, is good. 
Anglo-Argentines rose smartly to 43, and City of Buenos Ayres 
Trams to 9 upon the amalgamation proposals. The 6 per cent. per- 
manent Debenture stocks} of both undertakings stand about 130. 
Buenos Ayres and Belgranos fell 1 to 3, and Calcuttas are being done 
about 7. London United Ordinary are 18}. 

Upon the fresh capital powers now being sought, Edmuudsons 
Ordinary fel 4 to 63, and Brompton Ordinary have receded a 
similar fraction. Westminsters are picking up, and record a 10s. 
rise, thanks to the attention directed to them as a probably 
improving investment. Metropolitans are 4 lower. One 
or two of the Debentures in the Electricity Supply list have 
been marked «e» interest, but the outstanding item of interest 
is the extraordinary manceuvres in Brush Second Debenture 
stock. Last Monday the price in the morning stood at 84 
—89, as it has done for some time past; in the afternoon 
a bargain was marked at 65! A seller came in, could get no better 
bid, and therefore sold his stock for that figure. On Tuesday there was 
electricity in the air. It is said that a gentleman not unconnected 
with lighting and tramway enterprise hastened down to the City, and, 
after strong representations, the quotation was put up to 78—85, 
the seller of Monday receiving a very unexpected addition to his 
price. There is accord'ngly a drop of! 64 points on the week. The 
incident serves to show the purely nominal character of too many 
quotations; but it must be admitted that, if there is no business to 
test & price, it is difficult to see how such thiogs can be entirely 
avoided. Buch support is not always forthcoming. 

Edison & Swan “A” shares, £5 paid, have been lowered 103. 
to £1 as the middle price, while Electric Constructions are 4 better 
at 13, the Debenture stock also hardening. Electric and General 
Investment Preference shares remain at 5, uuaffected by tre 
declaration of a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. on the 
Ordinary, in which there is no market. Several of the low-priced 
electrical varieties are being inquired for, Aron Meters, for instance. 
Instead of being unsaleable at 6d. each, as they were a few weeks 
back, they are now up to 28, and the Preference 5». Nernat are 
also a few pence better at le. 6d., the Preference being 5s. too. Ia 
each of these cases the speculative investor has been picking up 
shares upon tne recently-issued reports. 

Telegraph stocks and shares have had another quiet week. 
Anglo-American Deferred has moved the usual 5s.; this time it is a 
rise. The market are guessing the dividend on this stock at any- 
thing between 1s. and 5&, the announcement being expected aboat 
a month hence. None of the Eastern descriptions have changed, 
despite the business that the Australian cricket matches should te 
bringing. In which connection it may be incidentally mentioned 
that Mr. R. E. Foster, the hero of this week's test match, isa 
member of the Stock Exchange. West India and Panama show a 


little tendency to recover: the second Preference has risen 10s., 
although the Ordinary are ,', lower. 

None of the National Telephone issues fluctuated, and the only 
quotable alteration in this department is a slight rise in Oriental 
Telephone shares, bringing the price of 14 middle. 

Nothing definite has been heard of that dividend on British 
Westinghouse Preference, the delay in whose announcement is 
responsible for the flatness of the price at 43. Report says that 
there are divided counsels on the Board as to the advisability of 
paying the dividend, and that certain interests strongly oppose a 
distribution. If the dividend should have to be passed, a very 
severe blow will be dealt to the credit of these half-English and 
half-American combinations. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Воск Closing c Business done 

Issue. ш i MEN three years, Dox 9th. Te 16th. Deo, 16th, 

| 1900, | 1901, | 1906. Highest|Loweet. 
01,100 African Direct Debs. ee ee ee 100 os eo ee 99 —108 90 —109 ee ee 
25,000 Amason Telegraph Vr Nos. 1 to 9 0 ee ee es 10 oe ee oe 24— 8$ 24— вд е Ы 

119,701 YET 08. ] to 1, Red. ee ee eo 100 oe ee oe 70 — 80 70 — 80 kd os 

788,840 Anglo-Amerioan we „ „Stock | 8 Gis. | 606 | 49 — 52 49 — 62 БЕ 
8,106,580 | Do. do. do, 6% Pre. Stock 6 6% | S5 | UL 8 ae "i 
8,105,580 | Do. do. do. 6% Pret se we oo >o we | Btock | 5s. 96. А 2 8 ДС Ei TH | "t 

44,000 СЫН Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 Rd din 2 “ee л ш 5 | б 5 6 5i ! ўз 
18,888,8008 па = TE 25 ee | 8100 8 8 8 gx — p m oe ee 

4 Stock Red. ee ee ° э ee oe (oa 7 е 5 
16.000 Cabe Telegraph Pagi zee 4% Dei Deb. V "ш" аъ | 4x | б | 1—8 ass nj .. 
13,981 Direct Spanish Telegraph ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 5 4% 4% 4% 8$ 24— 83 —— — as 
6,000 Do. do. 10 Cum. Pref. ee ee ee ee б ee oe ee 7 — 8 7 — 8 ee ee 
80,000 Do. do. 4$ Debs. ee ee ee ee ee 60 ee ee ee 97 —101 97 —101 ee ee 
8700 Direct Ueuad Beates Cable hee: s к 8196 8196 8196 0 = x = 103 104 
Direct India Сауе, Deb, within Nos. 1 to 1,900, Red. oe oe ee = = ын 
4,000,000 | Bastezn Telegraph, Ord. able, 4%) tese „ ^. o. | Sook | 1% | 7% | 7% | 123 —197 122 —127 135 
men Do. e. Ae x „| 100 i: Ж ae а oa Siz | 8% 
1,584, 4 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. oe ee ee ee Stock ee ae ee — — ibd . 

yd Eastern Extension, 4 and .. | 1 11% 1 179 | 1% HM 11—14 ui * 
890,000 | Eastern & South African Tele. 4% Mt Db., Nos. 1 to 8,000, red 100 če si a 99 —1C2 99 — 102 š ee 
890,000 | Do. do. 49% Reg. Mord. Debs, (Mauritius Sub.) 1 to 31000 35 8 к B 99 —102 99 —102 ; * 
uaan Globe Telegraph and Ў ое ө . 08% рах |. Ка |18 193° 

0. Pref. ee ee ee ee 

180,000 . gae 10 15% | 15 % | 12496 25 — 96 95 — 96 . 
62,5001 ее = — Cable ist Mort, Debe, within Nos. wo | .. | .. | = | 99—10 99 —102 I 
17,000 | Indo-E Telegraph .. .. .. о 1909, Bed. i| os 10 & | 10 1 87 — 40 8] — 40 - 

034 London Piasino-Brasilian 6 % Debs. $a QW. обе тч Es 125 кн 198 108 m E ES 103 
1,906601 | Do. is. "Def. Stock... | 200 Es > 4 78 — 81 78 — 8l m 184 

15,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. 1% ee ee ee eo ee 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 ee 

um ко о & Hei КНЕН ЕЗУ | 
А on- um. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 950,000 .. .. b ; 

000,000: | Do. do. Bà % Deb. p x .. . Stock 84 87 84 96 — 98 96 — 98 gi 98 

600,000 вш 4 Deb, Stock Red. ee ee 100 4 4 4 103 —104 102 —104 ee ee 

10009 | Orien a tal Telephone and go, PR Gun Probs ru su ES l 6 6 6 dd—- Н 1.— m T zm 

, ee ee ee ee эө ө» "77 ce — ee . 

13100,0001 Paolo and Mate- Tal, 4 % чаг. Dabs. 1 to 1,000 25 „ | 100 s s is 97 —100 97 — ee ee 

11,889 Reuter’ ee ee es oe oe ee ee 8 b 96 b 96 oe 6)— * 6— T кы е9 
8,308 e Cables Trost ee ee ee eo ee ee ee Cert. ee ee ee 116 —12¹ 116 —1931 oe ee 
Бк United River Plate Telephone | 8 Non. тообо 7 5 7% | 79% | 1€ r 6 ш A 5111 

Ы Cum. Pref. 08. ое ee eo oe we ee 

170,041: е 5 ee í oe ee 92 oe Stock ее ee ee 106—107 104 —107 es ее 
18,009 WM са Metaph, аге. i i us es #14 2% i xc ee ee 

! o to to ‚500 guar. Bras. Bub, Tel, ee ee ee — — es ee 

907,080 | Western Tat, Roost to 901,980 » by seo ew лек MU 71% |7% | 1% Lig— 1% 114— 1% за | . 
15,0001 А Debs. d caries, i908 e» e оо 100 ate — 855 100 —108 100 —108 .. ee 

1 Do. е 4 Deb. Stock ee ee ee ee 100 ee ee ee 98 —101 99 —102 ee oe 

West India and Panama ph.. oe ee ee ee ee 10 2% ee oe N d è- a 2 

04,568 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. ist Pret. ee ee 10 eo ee ee — 6 — вд 6, 

4,009 do. do, 6 Cum. and Pref, ee ee 10 ee m ee 4 — 6 oe se 
86,009; Do, do, do, Debs, Nos. 1 to 1,800 — ..| 100 m "i 9s 101 —104 101 —104 : - 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. Pref, ee ee 10 ee ae 44— 5} | 44— 54 4718 4 
,0001 Do, do. 5% 1st Mort, Deb. Stock Red, А ee Stock i. Ре: + 88 — 92 88 — 92 . T 

100,000 British Electric Traction . T 10 9% 9% 8% 11 114— 12 ха 12 114 

100,000 Do, do, : Cum. Pret. 810 $5 юн js 114— 11 114— 113 1133 113 

600, 0001 Do. do. tual Debenture Btock Stock T T es 120 — 120 —123 4 > 

100,000 British Insulated and нері сае ез её 5 15% |10% 10 6 — 64 6 — s P» * 

100, 000 po. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. b i» $e * 54— 54 541— 5 а о 
50, Do, do, 44% 1st t Mort. Deb. Red.. 100 es ^ RR 108 —108 108 —108 ^ А 
60,000 |{Browett, Lindley & Oo., Ога, : £1 8 Nil "y ik, jp .. . 
50, Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. . к &1 6 6 T 14/6 to 15/ 14/6 to 15/ T Р 

106,781 | Brush "Electrical Engineering, Ord., 1 to 105,781 .. 2 5 Nil Nil 1} E ». 

150, Do, Non-cum. 6 Pref  .. 2 6 8% 6 96 li— 1$ lói— 1 - 

125,000: Ро, do 2 рер. eb. Stock . Stock * 65 as 97 —100 97 —100 * 

126, 0001 Do. 2 рер. 2nd P Stock Stock * s e 84 — 89 78 — 85 65 en 
85,000 Callender's Cable Construction # ares P è 5 15 % 20% |15% 11 — 12 11 — 12 118 114 
40,000 Do. do. % Cum. Pret. T 5 oe ee ate 6)— 52 5i e .. 
90,0001 Do, do. = A R lst Mort, Deb. Stock Red, Stock T T ws 106 —110 106 —110 д" - 

1,860,014 | Central London — Ord, Stock a's „Stock ii 4% 4 9з — 96 93 — 96 934 А 
494, ро, do, 4 % Pref, y а és T .. | Stock её 4% 4 99 —102 99 —102 — ; 
494, Do. do. Def, о, .. .. .* * Stock .. 4 4% 96 — 99 96 — 99 .* 

1,880,000 | City and South London Railwa oe Уе A .. | Stock 1} 2 З 47 — 50 47 — 60 48 47 

85, а & Co., — 1 к a 5 = - бе * = 8 8 Th 5 li— 21 11— 22 > 

о. 5 % lst Mort. eg. e to 900 of £100, and — 10: 

100,000 901 to 11,000 of £50 red. ; өө ee ec è 99 —108 99 —108 
99,261 Edison & Swan United Elec, Light, “ A” shares, £8 paid, 1 to dá = 5 96 Nil $5 0— 4 0 — } T 
17,139 Do, do, “ A” shares, 01—017,189. 5 % | Nil : 12 9 — L 1 З 

B44,0281 Do, йо. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 100 88 de ve 72 — 77 72 — 77 , 

100,000! Do. do. 596 2nd Deb. Stock FRONS Certs, ‘all рі. 100 70 — 9 76 — 81 76 — 81 ws 

112,100 |Electric Construction, 1 jo 113, 100 9 |6% |6% | 6% là— 12 H- Ho | 
81,890 Do, do, T Cum. Pref., 1 to 81,890 T 2 oe * ee 8 24— 8 » 

8250001 | Ро. до. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock | Stock} .. * 80 97 —100 009—100 | .. 

25,000 | Genera! Electric Co. 1900), e % Cum. Pref. - 10 5 95 5 96 5 96 9$— 103 94— 103 93 

200,000 Do, do. Mort. Deb, Stock РР es i 96 — 99 96 — 99 és 
85,000 Henley’s - 3 T.) Telegraph S orks, Wu * 5 20 20 95 20 96 14 — 15 14 — 15 и 
85,000 do о, 4 Bori 5 44 „* . 5 — 5 T1 | ° о 
48,050 B do. 44 Mort. S Deb; Stock Stock is s A 108 —112 108 —112 a 
60,000 India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Works 10 10% [109% |10% 183 — 194 184— 193 ix 

800,000; Do, do, do. 4 1% ist Mori. Deb. 100 es se "M 100 —103 100 —108 e 
87,500 Гарос ‘Overhead | Railway, Ord. .. 10 8196 14% 14% 441— 5 52— 54 rs А 
10,000 Prei. £10 paid 10 Y aa а 105 — 102 102— 10 4 à 
87,850 Telegraph Construction and 5 12 174% | 20 % | 20% 84 — 87 34 — 8 554 85 

150,000! Do. 4 % Deb. * Nos. i to 1, 600 Red. 1900 100 * és "P 101 —104 101 —10t1 * 3 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent. (September 8rd. 1908). 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES (continued).— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


| Business done 
Present 
NAMB tions week ended 
issue, i ес. 16th. |Oeo. 16th, 1908. 
i Highest | Lowest 
100,000 | Blackheath =~ Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord... ТА 1 is H 
| 13000 Brompton & 3 кесиб Li Light b B. p, Orb, 1o 90,000 105 4 
с up., e н 
‚ 90,000 Do. 1% Cam. Pret. b i 
60,000 6 a 
70,000 6 Б» 
40,000 Б V 
250,000 100 vs 
44,486 5 es 
150,000; i. Deb. Stock Red. . Btock : 
10,596 | City of London Electrio dug uen. AT 40. ,001—110,606 ` 10 i 
40,000 Do. 6 Í to 40,000 
400,000! е Deb. Stock, Borlp. (iss. at 115 а all paid : 
800,000 Do. РА Фа зад Deb: Stock, v. Certs., А ae 
40,000 | County of London & Brush Pros loti Li enar Om 1—40,000. . p 
20,000 Do. 6 * f., 40, oe oe 
400,000! Do: do Deb. Stock e se 
250,000 2nd Deb. stock "e ss '6 5 
60,000 кйш Electric Corporation, Ord. Shares is 14 
80,000 Do. е 6 т. Pref, ee ee ee a 
140,000 Do. 5070 "Mort. Deb. Stock Ws Е 
21, п ала Raighiabridge El tė ss 
90, do. 4% Debenture Боек © $e 
110,000 | London a Electric Б: Corporation, к, Ord. .. Pa ss 
49,840 6 % Pret. «s 
,0001 Do 355 4 Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red Pm 
000 | Metropolitan Electro! Supply, 1 to 100,000. 118 
11,106 Ро. 44% Cum. Pret. 1—71,106, £3 paid 4&— 4i i 
0001 De: do. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock БЫ: С. ee 
0001 Mort. Deb, Stock Вей be s s 96 — 99 e. 
10,859 Notting B Hill Electric. Lighting is E ee E 
40,000 | St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord 1 143 
90,000 à ap. do. 7 % Pret. 90,081 to. 40,080 75 - uL 
150,000: Do. do. 84% Deb. Stock Red 98 — s» 
000 | Smithfield Markets cot Bupply, Ord. . ONCE "m 5 — * 
50,000 Do. 4% Deb. Stock x 85 — 25 
66,000 | South London e et aes 5 28 Ü dd 
80,000 | Urban Electrio Suppl йу, бїз ль Саз 85 4 7+ 
80,000 Саш. Pref. ee ee ee ee 4$— се 
110,000 Westminster Electro t Su y, Ord. ie x. у 13 — 124 
x 2 to Founders Shares. 1 Unless 5 шө all shares are fully paid. 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, December 16th. 
a 0 Latest Week's 
CHEMICALS. &o. 555 METALS, &o. (continued), Price. | Inc. or Deo. 
а Acid, Н orio ee ео рег сті. 5 / ee g Copper Sheet ee se oe per ton £71 oe. 
а ” Nitri e ee ee oo per cwt. 22/- ae g per ton £71 б 
а 4 2 ` 2% es рег owt. 83- , ae 6 i (Electrolytic) Bars per ton 268 T 
a ,9 Sulphurio ee oe ee per cwt. 6/6 ee в » » Bhee oe per ton EIn ее 
а Ва] . . ° рег owt. 49J- ee 6 ГІ] 99 ee per ton #15 эге 
a Ammonis, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton 488 10 a в » " H.C. Wire per lb. 24d. . 
ee ee ee per ton ee f Ebonite вов ee ee oe per lb. 8 ee 
Bleaching powder. per ton 24 10 NE Sheet es 5. per lb. 8/- ee 
Bisulphide of Carbon .. per ton #15 » я German Silver Wire .. . per Id. 1/6 x 
Borax ee eo e СЕЈ ee per ton #18 oe h Gutta-percha fine. ee е рег lb, 8/- ез 
Bensole (90 9%) ws ee .. per gal. 77 $5 h India-rubber, Para fine .. .. perl 8/11 to 4/04 oe 
” ( ee ee es per gal. 6/6 oe 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 oe 
а Copper Sulphate .. "T . рег ton £20 А 4$ ,, Fig (Cleveland warrants) ` per ton 41/6 КЕ 
а Lead, Nitrate ss .. рег ton EM ee 4 , Forgings, according to sise per ton From £11 ee 
a 57 White Sugar . oe „ per ton £81 ee $ p, heavy oe ee per ton 416 to 50% ee 
И аса sa Vk же ч а” zé € » ire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton 1 es 
a Methy р ks r gal, vs i 
а Naphtha, Solvent (9 ie Су. Per gal. 5/6 = „ Lead, English Ingos .. .. person . git 16 5з. ino. 
a Po ichromate, in ee per е 8а. ee 9 9 E » Sheet ee ee per ton £18 se 
a ” сло (15/8096) . е ее рег ton [1 EM oe m Manganin Wire No. 28 „* oe per Ib. 8/- oe 
a , isulp hate ee ee per ton 285 ee б Mercury ee ee oe ee per bot. £8 6 ee 
в Bh Shao P T .. per owt, 286/- as d Mioa (in original cases) mall. per lb. 4d. to 1/6 oe 
a Sulphate of Magnesia e. per ton 44 10 2s íi "n „ medium per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 - 
& Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. perton £6 10 P" d 5„ large per Ib. { to 7/9 oe 
a j н РЕ .. рег ton 25 10 ve р Phosphor Bronse slain e per Ib. - to 1/94 i 
a Lum .. per ton = Р rolled bars & rods per Ib. 1/- to 1/8 ; 
a Soda. Caustic (whid 10%) .. рег ton #10 16 oe p ^ 1 strip & shoot per lb. From 1/1 i 
a „ rystals os 0 per ton £8 is o Platinum .. рег ов. 44 ee 
a „ Richromate, свака .. рег lb. 94d. vá Silicium Bronze Wire . per lb. 9d. to 11d. oe 
A Steel, Magnet, &oc'd'g todeso’p'n per 458 vs 
METALS, &o. $n » in dars rend e 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots .. per ton £180 is g Tin Blok... pertson | ("ug | | £6 ine 
b ji те in ton lots .. рег ton 2168 sė 9 » Fol .. . per lb. 176 oe 
b Bheet, in ton lots .. perton £166 js Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 . .. per lb. 1/8 14d. inc. 
p Babbitt’s metal шон Р рег ton #48 to £190 ‘ р White Anti-friction Metals— 
А Brass (rolled me al 2° to 137) basis per lb. $ А " White Ant'' brand ton £49 to 263 - 
€ „ Tu ed) ee .. per lb. 834. vs j Xarns, 3/10s Grey Cotton, on sp'la per ib. 8d. - 
6 [I] (solid drawn). в ee per Ib. 7 a ee } 99 lea. lax ee ee per Ib. Ы ee 
в 5 , es ee ee perlb. ad „ d ply 10 lbs. Russian .. per lb. А es 
: Copper Tubes (brazed) .. . per lb. 93d. we j » 10 lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. ee 
„ (solid drawn) .. per lb. or А 3 180 lbs. Jute rove per ton i T 
; Соррег Bars (best selected .. рег ton £71 k Zino, въ" (Vieille Montagne bnd.) per ton #93 15 


опоо supplied by Messrs.:—a О. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd.; 
Smith & Co.; f India-Rubber, G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Ltd.; g James & 


A € Thos. Bolton & Bons., Ltd.; d F. Wig & Bons.; e Frederick 
Co., Ltd.; k Morris Ashby, Ltd.; m W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; ж P. 


gins 
Shakspeare ; ward 1 ill & Co.; i Bolling & Lowe; j Walter H. Hindley and 
n & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd.; p The Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd. 
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ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIO RETURNS 


Week Receipts for Miles Week | Reoeipts for | Miles 
Locality. aa. the — Total to date, | open Locality. ending | the week. Total to dato. | open. 
£ £* ы „B. H. T. Co. continued. 4 £* £ £* NE 
Aberdeen .. es ee | Dec. 12 1.00 fm 84,896 | + 6,026 | 10 — 2 Woes se | Deo. 4| 175 | — 17 15,045 | + ӨН | 1 — 
ашып. v3 Р 10 19 uc +842 | 253,984 | + 10,058 155 — |2 Wolverhanpion: Dist. a A | ae + 2 Wir + 7,674 | 10g +8 
urnemou ee ° , == mE — — чу те == А — — = 
een бк vut Saal 1 787 | +189 81,709 + 1,090 | 184 | — 9 Caan Woollen Dist, .. x 2 1813 407 12.955 anl r ja 
+ 96 | 87,003 | — 158 = ) ; Mi 
Blackpool and Fleetwood E 0 159 | + 17) % — | „ 1— 1 Chesham & District Co. ч 10 | d | +197 | 2,471 | + 14,058 6'58 | - 
ackpool and Lytham А ‘ + 850 ＋ 4% — ae › |+ — 8, — 
Bolton „ 18| 1,660 | +201 | 68,207| + 8,159 25 | | Dorer | „ 12 v6|-75| 1055|4 82 84 — 
Bradford ee ee @e — — = — = 4l +4 5 Dublin ee ee ээ 11 4,334 Tn ul, D + 2 4 |+ $ 
Brighton s ee ‚ 18 721 98 | 34,657 — "à | — 55 m FE 19 5 +152 | 94, + + 
Bristol e 6 5| » M| 4800 4777 — — * |— © Glasgow : „ 12 | 18,852 +9066 | 863,044! +40,183 | 9) 47 
ee, Pad | i . gal ca Ж = eee I| Loi uie TMS easi eal xi n 
Sley ot е , 4 + 1 „701 — — u oe ee ee oe 4 , 2. à 295 * * 
реза UE $ |Iketon .. .. „ 9 | m | = ө — i 4 — 
. Dudley—Stourbridge. . » 4 732 | + 83 | 40,434 | + 39,759 | 1 — | o | Isle of Thanet .. „ 12 213 О Eee = 805 Hu 
бОмейей ness i} 158 Н 2 11.657 H 1.208 “st — 2 га „„ | 9'317 7255 92.774 714.235 108 = 
Greenock— Pt. Glasgow 4 433 | + 14 26,446 + 2,152 79 — 2 London Count Council K a 26 | 8,272 [71881 35 7.053 + 66,447. 394 | 
Hartlepool „ 4 235 | 4 31 13.104 ч 2 | E| Manchester > 12 10,731 |+ 3287 | 432,686 (208,584, m 
0 ee oe 35 ` p. 850 + anc es r oes 9 1 * i | тт 
Kidderminster |. us Ж 4 99 | + 8 6,175 + 176 .44| — ; Newcastle .. e А x 12 | 8,483 | +603 | 11 — 
S Merthyr - ee .. » 1 1H2 | + 19 9,633 | — 7| 8 |— Portsmouth а 2 „ 12 1,287 1227 67.276 4 4, ATi 144 | — 
e RETE EE ERES ре мш S css EAE 
«a ERE oe К ES — oe oe ” = 
з Peterborough .. ee is 4 105 — 7,103 = — — E Southend-on-Sea. Я » 9 151 | + B9 12,4 421 | + 1,399 -8 — 
т Poole oe T ee n 4 199 + 8 | 14,623 | + 2,084 A — |, | Sunderland „ 19 988 + 96 45,780 + 2,163 | 90 (+8 
J Ж al оре ad ME Fenton йы " ig | S456 | áis 64,645 — seo | & | Z 
outhport ee ФӘ 245 + 30 | 16,174 | 2,648 58 | — City and 8. on Ry. , ' -— 9, о = 
| south Biaffordahire . „ 4| 951 | +368 | 44,501 | + 8,019 | 23 | —# Dublin and Lucan Riwy. „ 18 “вз |+ 7|;803|4 180 67 — 
Втарвев .. + 4 482 | + 63 | 25,127 | 2,118 51 — Liverpool Overhead , 18 | 13512. +148 | 89,7621 & 2,0000 64 — 
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHPORT, 1903. 


THE RESISTANCE OF ROAD VEHICLES TO TRACTION. 
(Concluded from page 966.) 


Effect of the Nature of the Tires. 


The experiments of M. Michelin have shown that the tractjonal 
resistance is reduced from 15 per cent. to 30 per cent., according to 
the nature of the road, by the use of pneumatic tires in place of 
meta] tires. He explains this by the well-known saying, ' Le pneu 
boit l'obstacle." Baron de Mauni, in a recent work, has given an 
account of some experiments which he made on different tires, 

cularly pneumatics. He showed tuat if two wheels with tires 
of equal widths supported equal loads, the one that has the greater 
arc of contact with the ground will travel better than the other. 
With a rigid tire, such extended contact can only be secured by 
increasing the diameter of the wheel, which is impossible beyond 
certain limits, so that the tire will sink into the ground by an 
amount proportional to the weight carried. With rubber tires the 
increased area of contact is due to the elasticity of the material and 
not to the increased diameter, so that the wheel does not sink into 
the road. 

Prof. Baker's experiments seem to show that on good roads the 
width of tire has little effect on the resistance, and that even on 
bad roads the advantage lies sometimes with the wide tires and 
sometimes with the narrow ones, according to circumstances. 
Arguments have been advanced in favour of both wide and narrow 
tires, but nothing very definite seems to be known on the subject ; 
according to M. Michelin, if we reduce the width of the tire we 
reduce the adhesion to the ground, which is already little enough. 
As a case in point, he mentions that M. Serpollet, in order to attain 
а speed of 120 kilometres (75 miles) per hour on the Promenade des 
Anglais in 1902, had to deflate his tires, and thus get a larger 
surface of contact with the ground. Besides, in order to get a 
narrow tread it is necessary to give to the tire a form other than 
circular, and this shape can only be retained at the expense of its 
flexibility. Consequently а tire of this description will be subjected 


~ 


to greater internal friction in its fabric than one naturally circular 


in section, and the energy wasted will therefore be greater. 

The whole question, however, is very much open to discussion, 
and the present Congress may offer to the opposing schools an 
opportunity of coming to some understanding. 


Resistance of the Atr.— Study of Forms to Diminish this Resistance, 


The air resistance is a retarding force of the highest importance, 
especially where speed is concerned, and there is unfortunately great 
uncertainty both as to the formule to be applied, and the values of 
the coefficients which appear in them. 

The best-known formula is 

A = квү?, 
in which в equals resistance in kilogrammes. 

8 equals projected area in square metres of total surface of vehicle 
on a plane normal to the direction of motion. 

v equals velocity in metres per second. ' 

к a numerical coefficient which varies between very wide limits, 
according to the form and the speed of the vehicle. 

The formula by M. Desdouits, в = xv, is sometimes preferred, as 
it is more correct for high speeds. 

The different values given to к in the first formula may be due 
to the varied conditions under which the experiments were made. 

Signor Canovetti had made some experiments at Zossen to deter- 
mine the value of к. He had a copper wire, 380 metres long, 
stretched between the summit of the fortifications at Brescia and a 
point in the plain, about 70 metres below. Along this wire different 
surfaces were allowed to descend freely. A circle, with a surface 
of ‘073 eq. metre, moving with a velocity of 12 metres per second, 
gave a resistance of 84 grammes. The same circle, having a 
ее cap in front, offered a resistance of only 21 grammes. 

hen this hemisphere was followed by a cone, whose height was 
five times its diameter, the resistance fell to 13 grammes, or one- 
sixth of that of the plane circle. With this same solid, turned the 
other way about—that is, with the apex of the cone towards the 
direction of motion—the resistance rose to 18 grammes. 

Signor Canovetti has recognised that a rectangular surface, placed 
with its long sides horizontal, offers a sensibly greater resistance to 
the air than when its short sides are horizon His experiments 
seem to show that the coefficient к diminishes somewhat as the 
speed increases, but investigations carried out at Zossen point to 
the conclusion that the resistance may increase tenfold when the 
velocity is only tripled. It is thus clear that air resistance is á 
matter of no small importance when speeds up to 60 or 80 miles an 
hour are attained. At 85 kilometres (53 miles) per hour, the 
energy required to overcome the air resistance on a vehicle, with an 
opposing surface of 1 eq. m. (1,550 eq. in.), may be 7, 11, or 20 H.P., 
according to the coefficient K given as 00288, 0:0648, or 0'116 by 
MM. Forestier, Bourlet, or Thibault. . . 

The question then arises, What is the best shape for acar? The 
answerdepends upon several things—as, for example, the necessity 
of placing the radiator in such a position that it may be efficiently 
cooled by the air rushing through it. Only general principles may 
be laid down. The front of the car ought to taper, and the back be 
more pointed still, like the form of a fish: transverse rectangular 
surfaces that cannot be dispensed with, should, as far as possible, 
have the longer sides vertical ; and it is as wellto have doors on 
the car to prevent the air from rushing in between the dashboard 
and the seat. 
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These oonditious are quite neglected in most cf the present-day 
cars. Particularly is this the case in the “ Соп Head,” that 
unlovely affair so much in vogue—a flat surface directly opposed to 
the air pressure. With a radiator of the honeyoomb type, a trans- 
vèrse position is necessary for cooling purposes, and Signor Cano- 
vetti has shown evidence that a perforated surface will offer less 
resistance to the air than aplane one of a similar area. It is not 
of much advantage with an automobile, as the air, after having 
passed through the holes in the radiator, meets with further 
obstacles in the mechanism inside the hood. 

With to the: working parts situated under the car, these 
should be made by the aid of inclined planes to cut the air rather 
than oppose it. 

M. Lavergne commends the suggestion of M. Forestier that 
5 bodies should be mounted on an electric chassis, 
and the total resistance of chassis and body accurately measured, 
so that a really practical model could be designed. 


Power Required by Automobiles. 


Under this heading, M. Lavergne has shown the enormous re- 
duction of weight per horse-power that has taken place during the 
last eight years. In 1895, Levassor made the run from Paris to 
Bordeaux in a 4-H.P. car weighing about 1 ton, or 1 Н P. per 550 lbs. 
dead weight. In 1896 this weight was reduced to 365 lbs. per 
horse-power; in 1900 it fell to 90 lbs. per horse-power. In the 
recent Paris-Madrid race, M. Gobron Brillie appeared with a 
100-н.р. car, the weight of which represented only 22 lbs. per horse- 
power. This weight has been still further reduced in the case of 
motor bicycles, reaching as low a figure as 17:5 lbs. per horse- 
wer 


power. 

But there is not a corresponding increase in speed. In 1901 
M. Fournier made over 53 miles per hour with a 28-н.р. Mors; 
last year M. de Knyff only slightly exceeded 583 miles per hour 
with a 70-н.р. motor; that is, an additional 40 н.р. 

To what must this relatively small increase of speed be attri- 
buted? Air resistance is responsible for some increase but cer- 
tainly not all. 

An extremely powerful motor must be accompanied by acom- 
paratively heavy load, otherwise the wheels do поб “ bite well and 
energy is wasted. It is well known that the modern racing-car 
skims along the surface of the course, without sufficiently close con- 
tact between the wheels and the ground; in any case driving 
wheels should be more heavily weighted and springs made less 
elastic. To reduce the power lost in vibration, the engine should 
be more perfectly balanced, and, if necessary, the fly-wheel and 
motor itself made heavier. '' Who shall say," M. Lavergne con- 
cludes, `* whether, instead of building very powerful yet extremely 
light motors—the durability of which is questionable—it would not 
be better to rest content with a vehicle of smaller power, and use it 
more effectively ?” | 


IV.—Negotiations with the War Office. 


At a committee meeting held at the Society of Arts on May 15th, 
1903, 16 was proposed that as the expenses of this research were 
extremely heavy it would be advisable to approach the Mechanical 

rt Committee of the War Office, in order to see if they 
would conduct the experiments with heavy traction, as they had at 
their command various powerful motors and traction engines, 
together with the necessary variety of wheels. The Transport 
Committee in return would have the use of the British Association 
recording instruments for their own experiments. 

Tnis British Association Committee would have access to the in- 
formation obtained which was of a scientific character with a view 
to publication, but it would not concern itself with data relating 
to the actual wagons andi other matters of a purely military 
character. 

As a result, the Transport Committee replied favourably, and 
arrangements, it is hoped, will now be made by which important 
work will be carried on by that Committee, thereby avoiding the 
very heavy expense to meet which it is difficult to raise funds from 
private sources. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


PROCEEDINGS OF DECEMBER 10th, 1903. 


THE meeting of the Institution held on Thursday, 10th inst., may 
justly be regarded as of historic interest, in that after a lapse of 
300 years from his death, the merits of the founder of modern elec- 
trical science and of the allied science of terrestrial magnetism, Dr. 
Gilbert, of Colchester, received a worthy recognition at the hands 
of the accredited representatives of modern electrical work in 
Britain. It is also a matter for congratulation that the recognition 
took such a suitable form as Mr. Ackland Hunt's fine picture, which 
will find its future home in the Colchester Town Hall. And further, 
to step from the past into the present, which is perhaps of more 
moment to electrical engineers in this country, the electrical 
interests of two neighbouring nations can only benefit from the 
visit of Mons. Hospitalier, the President of the French Society 
of Electricians, and the paper which he so heroically delivered, 
despite the several adverse conditions. That both Mons. 
Hospitalier's efforts and his ingenious apparatus were fully appre- 
ciated, his audience demonstrated in no uncertain manner. 

In connection with tue presentation, there were present the 
Mayor (Mr. 8. H. Batritt), town clerk (Mr. H. B. Franklyn), and 
several members of the Corporation of Colchester. The Mayor of 
Westminster Sir Dyce Duckworth, M.D., treasurer of the Royal 
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College of Physicians; Dr. Larmor, F. R. S., St. John's College, 


Cambridge; Sir Wm. Huggins, President of the Royal Society ; and 


many of the more prominent members of the Institution. 

The President of the Institution, Mr. Gray, in opening the pro- 
ceedings, briefly mentioned the event which had brought them to- 
gether that evening. He deputed to Dr. Bilvanus P. Thompson the 
task of enlightening those present as to the circumstances of the 
present commemoration. | 

Dr. Sr. varos Тномрвон, F.R.S., in an excellent little speech, 
dieclosed to his hearers the notable features and qualities which 
distinguished the life of Dr. Gilbert. He pointed out the many 
famous men who lived in Qaeen Elizabeth's time, and that of all of 
them Gilbert stood pre-eminent, for he was the first electrician. In 
addition to being the founder of that science, he also claimed 
admiration as the founder of terrestrial magnetism, upon which he 
is recorded to have spent a considerable fortune. He first pro- 
pone the fact that the earth was a magnet, and he also made 

own the qualities of amber. In oonnection with astronomy, he 
produced the first map, before the advent of the telescope. 

Dr. Thompson briefly touched on Gilbert’s connection with Bt. 
John's College, Cambridge, of which he was a F'ellow, and welcomed 
the representatives of the scientific societies who were present. He 
concluded by a short reference to Gilbert’s connection with 
Colchester, and expressed the hope that many of them would have 
an opportunity of visiting that town. 

The PnhEsIDENT then, in the name of the Institution, asked the 
Гато to accept and keep for the town and Corporation the pictare, 
which was painted by Mr. Ackland Hunt, and exhibited іо the 
Manchester Exhibition in 1876. | 

The picture represents Dr. Gilbert, the then President of the 
Royal College of Physicians, exhibiting some electrical experiments 
before Queen Elizabeth. It was purchased from funds resulting 
from a private subscription made during this year. 

The Mayor or COLCHESTER, in accepting the picture, thanked 
the Institution in the name of the town. His electrical remini- 
sences must have reminded his hearers of their very early 
experiences in that line. | 

һе Mayor or WzsTMINSTER and Sir Dvom Duckworrs then 
spoke briefly, the latter paying a tribute to Dr. Thompeon's 
research work in connection with Gilbert. 


Mons. E. HOSPITALIER (Foreign Member) then read his paper on 
The Slow Registration of Rapid Phenomena by Strobographic 
Methods,” an abstract of which follows :— 


THE ONDOGRAPH. 


[The beautiful instrument which Mons. Hospitalier placed before 
the Institution on Thursday last week, is already familiar to our 
readers, thanks to the articles on the Ondograph contributed to 
our pages in June last by Mons. Hospitalier himself.* A detailed 
description of the instrument has, therefore, been here omitted.— 
Ens. Erzc. Rav. | 

The Ondograph belongs to the class of strobographs—apparatus 
employed to record phenomena by utilising the principle of the 
stroboscope. It consists of a synchronous 4. 0. motor actuated 
directly by the source of electrical energy under observation; a 
train of gearing giving to a revolving contact-maker a speed very 


| WEN 
СЕА 
ССОУ 
ERE BE 


slightly greater or less than that of thei motor or a multiple of the 
latter; the contact maker aforesaid, which places a condenser 
successively in connection with two points in tbe circuit under test 
and witha measuring apparatus; a condenser, the capacity of which 
can be regulated at will; and a recording measuring apparatus. 

The motor is synchronised by hand, and rans with 110 volte at 
frequencies between 25 and 100 periods per second. The gearing is 


so designed that when the motor has mado T revolutions, cor- 


responding to n periods, 
п — 1 
опу 2 revolutions, with a uniform retardation. 


the commutator will have made 


The record- 


ing cylinder makes one complete revolution for every three periods; 
each of the three curves registered correaponds to 1,000 periods and 
999 impulses. One complete period takes up a length of 96 mm. on 
— нрарарнаарре фр фоочранаанцнчненчитц нн рни цон ранее 


Mons. Hospitalier's Ondograph," ELECTRICAL Rxvimw, Vol. 
50 June 13th and 20th, 1902. 


the cylinder, the amplitude being made to vary at will between 10 
and 50 mm. Asone complete revolution of the cylinder corresponds 
to exactly 3,000 periods, by measuring пеш NES in its 


rotation the frequency can be accurately m 

To avoid the inconveniences arising from the use of a short 
pointer, as is usual, on the recording cylinder, the author uses a 
separate pointer, 36 om. in length, the end of which describes 


Fia. 9. 


almost a straight line; this is controlled by the actual pointer 
attached to the measuring instrument. The ondograph, with slight 
modifications, can be applied to recording not only peri vary- 
ing phenomena, but also phenomena of short duration, such as the 
oscillatory discharge of a condenser through a self-induction. 
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In the Differential Ondograph the period of registration is inde- 


pendent of the frequency, and the drum registers only two periods, 
each 144 mm. long. Normally the motor drives the commutator at 
synchronous , but by the interpolation of a differential gear, 
the speed of the commutator can be retarded at will Thus the 
record can be produced as slowly as may be required. 


* 


Fic. 16. 


The Puissance-Graphe (Power-Recorder) consists of an Ondograph 
in which the moving-coil galvanometer has been replaced by a 
Thomson meter, specially as & wattmeter. By means ot 
this instrument the author has been able to record the waves of 
pressure, current and power іп an 4.0. circuit on а single sheet of 


paper. 

To illustrate the applications of the Ondograph a number of 
examples were given, of which we reproduce a selection herewith. 
Fig. 5.—Alternator workmg on cable mains. Kilowatts = 220. 

Amperes = 110. Cos ф = 066. 

Fig. 8.—Monocyclic alternator working on a self-induction. 4c, 
difference of potential. 4 B, current in the self-induction. . 

Fig. 9.—Siemens alternator (armature without iron) supplying an 
inductive circuit. Potential difference (v) = 112 volts; car- 
rent (i) = 16 amperes.  Self-induction (sir-core) = 00175 
henry; resistance = 06 ohm, Frequency = 50 cycles per 
second. Machine excited from accumulators without any re- 
sistance in series; exciting current = 23 amperes; resistance 
of circuit = 0'4 ohm. The diagram shows the reaction of the 
armature current on the exciting current (ù). 

Fig. 10.— Difference of potential between the terminale of a two- 
pbase Alioth rotary converter on open circuit, Curve repeated 
five times. 

Fig. 12.—Current given by Brush machine (old type) supplying arc 
lamps. Ondograph driven direct from machine by flexible 


Fig..13.—Oharging of a condenser, showing the presence of the 15th 
- harmonic. Oapacity = 16 mfd. Potential difference = 110 
volts. Resistance in circuit = 90 ohms. 
Fig. 16.—Resonance of third harmonic, Capscity = 2°45 mfd. 

Resistance = 6 ohms. Self-induction = 076 henry. Pre- 
quency = 40°4 cycles per second. 


\ 
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Fig. 20.—Nodon valve connected up as a Wheatstone bridge, 
charging accumulators. 1 = potential difference of supply. 
2 = current. 3 = current rectified. 4 = potential 
of accumulators. R.M.S. current = 11 amperes. Mean current 
rectified = 9 amperes. 

Mr. DUDDELL.in response to an invitation by the President, 
thanked Mons. Hospitalier for his efforts on their behalf. He had 
never seen an apparatus of that nature, which worked so well. 

Prof. Аүвтон added his thanks for the most delightiog, nay, 
exciting evening, experienced for a long time. 

Mr. GERALD Stonzy appeared to question the practicability of 
the apparatus; he wanted something which he could put into the 
hands of his test-house staff. | 


DoBLIX Local BECTION. 


Ata meeting of the Section held on Thursday, 10th inst., at the 
University College, Dublin, a lecture, illustrated by a large number 
of experiments, was delivered by the Very Reverend Monsignor 
Molloy on An Experimental Study of Stationary Electric Waves, 
with Special reference to the Phenomena of Electric Resonance and 
Overtones.” 

The lecturer pointed out the close analogy between the resonance 
of an electric circuit and the resonance of an organ pipe. The 
apparatus consisted of a pair of Leyden jars, which could be joined 
in series or parallel, as desired, and an adjustable self-induction, 
by means of which the period of an oscillating discharge between 
two zinc balls could be varied at will. The jars were charged by 
means of a powerful induction coil. The resonating electric 'circuit 
consisted of a wire wound round a vertical rod, one end of the wire 
terminating in a bell mounted on the top of the rod, the other end 
being attached to the inner coating of one of the Leyden jars. 

When the period of the oscillating discharge was made the same 
as the natural of the wire, brush discharges and sparks 
issued from the knob attached to the free end of the wire and 
vacuum tubes held near it were lit up. 

The possibility of operating two different wireless telegraph 
circuits simultaneously and independently by means of resonance 
was very prettily shown, by using pairs of circuits of the same 
period as sender and receiver, each pair being tuned to a different 
pitch ; the signals were made visibleby means of a vacuum tube, placed 
near the free ends of the receiving wires. In order to show overtones 
a long rod some 10 ft. in height was overwound with a considerable 
length of wire. Theoscillating circuit attached to the lower point of 
this wire was then adjusted to give first the fundamental aud then 
the harmonios of the wire, the electrical oscillations being made 
visible. by the brush discharges between the rod and a fine vertical 
wire connected to earth and stretched parallel to the rod ata dis- 
tance of about 2 in., also by moving a vacuum tube np and down 
beside the column. 

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Monsignor Molloy at the 
close of the lecture. 


THE CRUSE CONTROLLABLE 
SUPERHEATER. 


A PAPER on superheated steam in general, and the Cruse controllable 
superheater in particular, was read before the Scientific Society, 
Glasgow, by Mr. W. H. Booth on the 5th inst. It was pointed 
out that superheated steam could not be dealt with on thermo- 
dynamic lines. It possessed more heat per pound than did saturated 
steam, but it had considerably less heat per cubic foot, and a heat 
engine did work by reason of heat, and required as much heat per 
uDit volume as it could secure if its bulk as & machine was to be 
kept within commercial dimensions. 

What was really wanted in a steam engine was dry saturated 
steam, and the office of superheat was, by sacrificing its existence, to 
maintain an even temperature in tbe metals, and by effacing itself 
inthe inevitable radiatory action to М this dry saturated con- 
dition at cut-off, when, per unit of cylinder volume, the maximum 
amount of heat was present in the cylinder. Superheat had 
been subjected to all kinds of misconceptions, but if it were only 
clearly understood that its duty lay in combatting the evil effects 
of pipe radiation and cylinder action, a great advance would have 


been made. The author likewise pointed out the economic error . 


involved in the false idea that a superheater was only a cheap acces- 
tory to a boiler. This low-price idea was at the bottom of the 
trouble with superheaters. А superheater should be made of 
material of the highest possible quality put together on best boiler- 
making lines. The area of steam way should be from 25 to 50 per 
cent. greater than the steam pipe area. With cheap superheaters 
the steam way was reduced in order to give a high steam velocity to 
prevent the pipes from burning, and this reduced the ргегапге as 
much as 16 lbs. (The chairman, Mr. R. D. Munro, said he had found 
even 25 lbs. pressure reduction in a small pipe superheater.) 

The author discussed the limits of temperature to which 
any superheater could safely be subjected, and pointed out 
the inefficiency of any superhester placed within a water- 
tube boiler, which, however, could do excellent work in 
combination with а separately-fired superhester and feed- 
water reheater. The furnaces in separately fired super- 
heaters, however, produced а fire temperature of about 9.500* 
at least, and it was not safe to turn more than 1,200° or 
1,300° upon the superheater pipes, so that it was usual with common 
types to drown the temperature by admitting an enormous excess 


was made of the calorific capacity of the fuel. 


of cold air between the fire and the superheater, and in this way 
the economy of superheating was seriously reduced. In the Cruse 
controllable self-fired superheater, the sting of the temperature was 
taken upzby feed-water reheating drums before the hot gases were 
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allowed to touch the superheater pipes, and the fullest possible uee 
The control system 
consisted (1) of the stream of feed water entering the drums 
from the economiser, passing through the internal system of 2.in. 


. copper pipes inside the superheating pipes, and returning to the drum 


system at the top; (2) direct circulation from the top storage drums 


SEPABATELY-FIBED CONTROLLABLE  BUPERHBATERI AND (FEED- 
WATER REHEATER. (CnausxE'8 PATENTS.) 


at the end of the chain to the bottom receiver drums governed by 
an inspirator fed by superheated steam; (3) direct feed from the 
economieers, hotwell or cold main into the water collector at the 
foot of the superheater. These three methods can all be operated 
separately and in combination, and in parallel with the usual 
methods of coal and draught regulation. : 
In the flue-fired type tbe control is effected, first, by circulating 
water from the boiler back again to the boiler by means of the 
irator actuated by superheated steam, a constant stream being 
thus maintained through the internal pipes. This water system is 
connected at both ends to the water space of the boiler below low 
water level. It possesses a slow circulation of itself at all times. 
The superheated steam inspirator enables this velocity to be as 
many times multiplied as may be necessary for control, Second, 
by direct feed from the economiser or hotwell, admitted, wholly or 
in part, through the control pipe system. | These two iconfrols,are 
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capable of independent regulation, and may be adjusted and fixed 
for a given maximum temperature of superheat. Once fixed, they 
automatically control the superheat by varying tbe. flow of water 
in accordance with the demand for steam and the flue gas tempera- 
ture, this control being within narrow limits of variation. 

The internal copper pipes full of flowing water have a very 

powerful controlling effect. Radiation from a hot surface proceeds 
normally from the surface. Consequently, hot pipe surfaces have 
an internal radiation to the opposite side of the pipes along 
diametral lines. Obviously, therefore, a copper pipe in the centre 
of a Jarger pipe is exposed to this radiation, and absorbs the excess 
of heat which travels through the diathermanous steam in the 
annular space, and this prevents the outer pipes from becoming 
overheated. The author showed a number of slides to illustrate the 
two types of superheater, fiue fired and separately fired. An 
interesting discussion ensued, numerous questions being asked and 
answered. 
The illustration of the flue-fired superheater given herewith is from 
one of twelve at the power station of the Newcastle Corporation 
Tramways. The illustration of the independently-fired superheater 
is from one of the No. 2 size apparatus, having a capacity of super- 
heat of 30,000 to 40,000 Ibs. of steam per hour, and an equal weight 
of feed-water reheated, with a storage capacity of 35,000 lbs. of 
heated water. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


MBETING HELD NOVEMBER 27TH, 1903. 
Dr. В. T. GuazEBRooK, F. R. B., President, in the chair. 


Mr. Horace DanwrS exhibited an electric thermostat. The vessel, 
the temperature of which is to be maintained constant, is surrounded 
by oil contained in a bath. In the oil are placed two heating-coils, 
through which electric currents pass. By automatically controlling 
these currents, the temperature of the oil, and consequently of the 
inner vessel, is kept very nearly constant. The control is effected 
by meaus of a Wheatone bridge in the outer oil bath. This bridge 
has two opposite arms of copper and two of maaganin, so that it is 
only balanced at some definite temperature. Its deviations from 


balance affect the position of a long horizontal boom attached to the 


suspended coil of a galvanometer. The position of the boom deter- 
mines the greater or less descent cf a “hit or miss” arm which is 
periodically raised by a rotating cam, and can only fall to its lowest 
position when the galvanometer-boom is to one side and allows it to 
pass; this poeition of the boom corresponds to a fall of temperature 
of the controlling bridge. Thus the position of the “hit or miss" 
arm at its lowest position depends on the temperature, and it is the 
variation of this position which regulates the amount of current 
passing through tbe heating coils. When the ''hit or miss" arm 
is at its highest position the galvanometer-boom is absolutely free to 
move to its position of equilibrium. At every rotation of the cam 
the “ hit or miss” arm is lowered, and if it passes the galvanometer- 
boom a key is closed and a current passes through the ''inter- 
mittent” heating coil. The current passing through the 
“permanent” heating coil is also automatically regulated; if there 
is not enough heat passing into the oil this current is gradually 
increased. | 


Mr. A. P. Твоттев said that it was possible to keep a temperature 


constant within 4,15" C., but it was very difficult to determine the 
temperature to that degree of accuracy. In high-class resistance 
measurements with a Oarey-Foster bridge one of the greatest 
difficulties was with regard to the temperature, which must not only 
be constant but also capable of exact determination. In the 
constant-temperature room at the Board of Trade Standardising 
Laboratory the temperature varied by less than 1° C. from day to 
day, and he would like to know the greatest accuracy obtainable 
with ordinary devices in such a room before considering the intro- 
duction of the complicated instrument shown to the meeting. 

Tbe CHAIBMAN said he had recently been trying to solve a some- 
what similar problem by making use of a horizontal boom, attached 
to the euspended coil of & galvanometer, for making and breaking & 
circuit. His object was to regulate & current of the order of 50 
amperes. 

The Астнов said that a thermostat supplied to the Cape Obser- 
vatory was capable of keeping the temperature within 188 C. for a 
period of eight hours. 

A paper “On the Occurrence of Cavitation in Lubrication " was 
read by Mr. S. SKINNER. The experiments described in the paper 
arose from an observation made when determining the refractive 
index of a liquid by means of Newton’s rings. When a liquid is run 
into the space between the lenses, if the upper lens be rolled on the 
lower, the observer sees following the central dark spot a crescent- 
shaped space. This is a vacuous or vapour-filled space, for when 


the motion of rolling ceases the liquid flows into the space and com- 


pletely fills it. The inflow of the liquid depends in some way on 
the viscosity, and the effects are more pronounced when a more 
viscous liquid is used. In ball bearings completely immersed in 
oil, the experiments show that there must be a small cavity near the 
point of nearest approach of each ball to its neighbours, and also to 
the surface on which it is running. As the friction of the bearing is 
the viscous friction of the oil, it follows that the friction must be 


considerably reduced by the formation of these cavities, which are: 


filled with relatively non-viscous vapour, 
Mr. W. A. Paice asked to what extent cavitation was going on in 
an ordinary round bearing or in the slide valve of a locomotive, and 


suggested that the views of engineers upon the subject of lubrica- 


tion might require considerable modification in the light of the 
present paper. 

Mr. C. V. Boys said that, in the author's experiments, cavitation 
was produced by the approach of two surfaces on one side of their 
line of contact and their recession on the other side. He thought 
that, in the case of any cylindrical bearing, the rate of approach and 
recession would never be great enough to produce cavitation. The 
case of ball bearings, when using a thick lubricant, was different, 
and cavitation might occur. If it did, it would occur behind the 
point of contact, and although the production of cavitation in- 
volved a lossiof energy, he questioned whether it did any appre- 
ciable harm. 

Mr. R. APPLRYABD said that if cavitation occurred in a cylindrical 
bearing, the cavity would form between the two surfaces which 


were next coming into contact. If the surfaces were smooth, 


little harm would ensue ; but if they were rougb, the occurrence of 
cavitation would be detrimental, for it would result in direct 
contact. i 

Prof. R. TuaELrALL then exhibited and described the following 
instruments which he has used in the testing of electric generators 
by air calorimetry :—(1) A “hot-wire voltmeter,” accurate to т}; volt. 
The wire in this instrument is very fine, and special precautions 
are taken to keep the tension on it constent, so that the elongation 
measured is due only to the expansion of the wire caused by the 
heating effect of the current. (2) A “ Pitot tube" for the measure- 
ment of air velocity, the velocity being proportional to the square 
root of the pressure produced in the tube. (3) A “Manometer” 
for determining pressure differences in Pitot tubes with accuracy. 
The instrument is reliable to 001 mm. of water-pressure. (4) A 
multiplying pressure gauge in which the motion of a float or ball is 
used to operate a finger moving round а dial. The dial is divided 
in such a manner that the square roots of the pressure differences 
are read off. Air velocities are therefore given directly. 

Mr. DupDELL, referring to the voltmeter exbibited, asked if 
there was any trouble with regard to the temperature variation of 


the resistance of the wire. In using the instrument with large 


alternating currents it was necessary to use & standard shunt, and 
difficulties then arose, because of the fact that the self-induction of . 
a shunt, formed of straight bars and capable of carrying the 
necessary current, was comparable with its resistance. It might be 
possible to get a satisfactory shunt by doubling the bars upon them- 
selves to reduce the self-induoction. 

Prof. THRELFALL said that there was no difficulty with regard to 
changes in temperature of the room, because they only altered the 
zero of the instrument. He had calculated the self-induction of 
the bars forming his shunts, and had come to the conclusion that it 
was negligible. Experimentally, he had found that it could not 
produce an error of 1 per cent. It might be possible to so design a 
shunt that the mutual induction of its parts would balance the 
self-induction to a certain extent. 


NOTES ON ENGINE DRIVING IN ELECTRIC 
LIGHT STATIONS. 


By F. T. CALLIS. 
(Concluded from page 971.) 


SYNCHRONISING AND RUNNING. 


In continuous-current stations, when a plant is to be put on 
load, all that has to be done by the driver is to run the 
engine up to speed; the machine switch is then closed, 
and the engine governor adjusted to take up the load. 

But when, as in an alternating-current station, the plant 
has to be first brought into synchronism, the speed having to 
be so adjusted that the field magnets are moving past the 
armature coils, or vice versd, at exactly the same speed as in 
the machines already on load, the matter is not then so 
simple, and requires considerable practice before a man can 
bring up a machine smartly. 

Every driver, under these conditions, should be made 
acquainted with the phenomenon of ** phantom poles,” as it 
is of great service to him if the engine he is bringing up is 
go situated that he cannot see the pilot lamp on the switch- 
board. 

If the light from an arc lamp, fed from the alternators on 
load, falls on the revolving poles or coils, instead of them 
appearing just а blurred mass as they would in the daylight, 
clearly defined images of these appear, exact in size, shape 
and number. | | 

If the machine happens to be running exactly in syn- 
chronism these images appear stationary, although the 
actual parts may be making many hundreds of revolutions 
per minute. | 

Further, if the speed is slightly below synchronism the 
images will be seen slowly moving , backwards in the 
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reverse direction to that of the wheel, whilst if the speed is 
correspondingly fast, they move forward in the direction of 
rotation. 

Now, as to the manner in which a plant should be brought 
into synchronism ; the whole secret lies in realising the fact 
that the speed of a fly-wheel weighing, perhaps, 35 or 40 
tons, cannot be changed as quickly as the quantity of steam 
passing into the engine todrive the wheel. 

The majority of men in handling engines, fail to realise 
that if they open the stop-valve a little more, the engine does 
not increase its speed instantly. 

When it is seen, either by the pilot lamp beginning to 
show long periods of brightness, or by the phantom poles 
only slowly moving backwards, that the engine is nearly in 
synchronism, then leave the valve alone, and the engine will 
slowly come up to its correct speed, at any rate, near enough 
to admit of the machine switch being closed with safety. 
Just sufficient steam is required to drive the engine at 
synchronous speed, but if а man keeps opening his valve 
until that speed is reached, the engine will run right past, and 
then have to be brought down again. 

Farther, steam should never be given to the engine in puffs, 
by opening the valve and quickly closing it, in order to 
effect a slight increase of speed, as this may result in the 
correct speed being attained momentarily, but just as the 
machine switch is closed it falls again, causing possibly a 
serious electrical disturbance between the machines. 

What is wanted is that a man should handle an engine 
not only with his hands, but also with his head ! 


If а machine is coupled on to the switchboard, bnt is 


only lightly loaded, and the engine should show a tendency 
to ** hunt,” this can often be checked by throttling the steam 
at the stop valve, until the load rises. 

On load the piston rods should receive a good deal of the 
driver’s attention, and should be well swabbed every 
20 minutes or half an hour. 

A hot rod, especially if fitted with metallic packing, is 
liable to do a great deal of damage, the packing sometimes 


DE melted out and running up the whole lot solid with the 


There is also a danger of bending the rod, as, if the 
heating takes place on one side only. this side never, upon 
cooling, contracts to the original length but remains a 
fraction longer, often sufficient to make the rod afterwards 
а constant source of anxiety. This same effect of distortion 
occurs when crosshead and crankpin brasses become badly 
heated, the sides of the brasses invariably closing in on the 
pin, so intensifying the trouble and sometimes irretrievably 
damaging the pin if solid brasses are- used. 

One of the great advantages of white metal bearing sur- 
faces lies in the fact that when heated the metal may even 
be melted out, but the pins do not suffer. Another evil 
resulting from brasses being run hot, whether the bearing 
surface is brass or white metal, is that the hard polished skin 
formed by continual running is broken, and no really cool 
working of that particular part will be obtained until another 
such skin has had time to form. | 

If any of the piston rod or valve spindle glands in open 
type engines are leaking, every care should be taken to pre- 
vent the water dropping into the oil cups on the engine 
motion, as through this the oil is washed out and never 
reaches the pins. The writer has known of many hot top 
and bottom ends, caused through nothing else but leaky 
glands. | 

It will be found that enclosed engines, as а rule, work at 
a very high temperature, in spite of the presence of distance 
pieces, the oil in the tanks sometimes being 180° or 140° F. 
after a few hours’ run, with an engine room temperature of 
about 80° F. Having reached this point, however, there will 
be no farther appreciable rise, and experience will soon indi- 
cate the normal running conditions. 


CONDENSERS, 


The enormous saving in water and coal effected by con-. 


densers makes their use almost imperative in a large-central 
station, and this saving is further increased where arrange- 
menta are made for the condensed steam to be pumped back 
into the boilers. i 

Of the many types of condensers extant, the most generally- 
used form is either: the surface or “ jet" condenser, the 


conditions of the available water supply determining to a 
great extent which is installed. 

As mentioned previously, the great danger connected with 
a jet condenser is the risk of the water backing up into the 
engine cylinder from the jet dome, if the pumps fail. ! 

This is guarded against as far as possible by inserting a 
non-return valve in the exhaust pipe near the condenser, and 
this valve should be closed and opened every day to ensure 
reliable working. 

In. jet condensers of the Worthington type trouble is 
frequently experienced through the pumps working in a 
jerky, uneven manner, caused by starting the pumps too 
quickly before opening the water supply valve, the pumps 
becoming charged with air which cannot get away. The 
pet cocks will show which end of the pump is affected, and 
ther, by opening the. by-pass valve, which allows water to 
pass from the discharge side back to the pump barrel, the 
air is displaced. If this does not answer, slow the pumps 
down as much as possible without risking losing the vacuum, 
and open the water valve wide. This floods the condenser, 
and very effectually removes all the air, after which, when 
it is seen the pumps are making their full stroke, they can 
be increased in speed, and the water valve adjusted. 

Where the water supply is limited and has to be used over 
and over again, metal valves have to be substituted for 
rubber in the condensers, as the high temperature resulting 
very soon ruins the valves, and the maintenance of even a 
moderate vacuum becomes almost impossible. 

With metal valves the limiting temperature is reached 
only when the injection water is already so hot as to be 
unable to take up the heat contained in the exhaust steam. 

With surface condensers the loss of the vacuum is a more 
serious and troublesome occurrence than with a jet con- 
denser if caused by failure of the water supply. E 

The hot tubes quickly evaporate tbe circulating water 
which may remain in them, and pressure is formed which 
prevents the pump again getting hold of the water, the head 
and bucket valves being kept closed ; moreover, there i8 con- 
siderable risk from the existence of any. pressure, however 
slight, of bursting the ends out of the chamber. Under these 
circumstances, the only thing is to open the snifter valve 
on the pump to allow the steam and water vapour to 
escape, and let the condenser cool down. On starting 
again, keep the snifter valve closed until it is seen that the 
pump is drawing water freely, when it must again be opened, 
as, if left shut, more water may be forced into the condenser 
than the discharge can carry away, resulting in heavy vibra- 
tion and possible fracture of the pipes. Ж 


ANNUAL DINNER OF THE INSTITUTION 
OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


THE fifteenth annual dinner of the Institution was held on 
Wednesday evening last week in the Grand Hall of the 
Hotel Cecil, the President, Mr. Robert Kaye Gray, occupying 
the chair. The occasion was a record one, the hall being 
completely filled, and the proceedings passed off with the 
greatest success. "There were about 500 present, and the 
guests included Mrs. Hertha Ayrton, Lord Claud Hamilton, 
Lord Monkswell, Lord Reay, Lord Biddulph, Sir W. H. 
White, Sir Norman Lockyer, Sir W. Ramsay, Sir A. R. 
Binnie Sir J. Wolfe Barry, Sir W. de W. Abney, Sir 
Guilford Molesworth, Sir O. J. Owens, Sir J. F. Bridge, 
Major-Gen. W. T. Shone, Col. J. J. Mellor, Col. G. 
Henderson, Col. R. M. Ruck, Col. W. Pitt, Lieut.-Col. 
H. A. Yorke, Capt. W. Barker, M. E. Hospitalier, the 
Hon. A. Brodrick, Dr. J. H. T. Tudsbery, Dr. W. A. 
Tilden, Dr. J. Larmor, Dr. B. A. Whitelegge, Messrs. 
J. Ardron, E. Worthington, Leslie Robertson, J. G. 
Colmer, D. Howard, L. A. Atherley-Jones, J. Y. Buchanan, 
J. P. Barker, A. Carpmael, K. B. Murray, W. Weaver, 
R. W. Wallace, A. C. Ellis, O. R. Bury, J. F. S. Gooday, 
F. W. Pixley, W. E. Soar, J. C. Inglis, and other dis- 
tinguished gentlemen, besides the majority of the Members 
of Council, chairmen of local sections, and other members of 
the Institution. - 

The menu left nothing to be desired, and an excellent pro- 
gramme of music was performed by the Imperial Orchestra. 

After the President, in brief and appropriate terms, had 
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proposed the loyal toasts, which were duly honoured, the 
Right Hon. Lord Monkswell, chairman of the L.C.C., pro 

The Institution of Electrical Engineers," coupled with the 
name of tbe President, Mr. R. K. Gray. Lord Monkswell 
regarded electrical engineers as the spoilt children of 
science, and referred to the immense importance of elec- 
trical energy nowadays. In his reply, the President 
announced the receipt of atelegram conveying the greetings 
of the Italian Electro-Technical Association to the company, 
and expressed the pleasure felt by the Council in welcoming 
the presence of numerous authorities on the subject of 
education, and representatives of importent railway com- 


panies. After referring in terms of warm approval to the 


manner in which the L.C.C. was converting the tramways to 
electrical working, the President remarked that the seme 
commendation could not be applied to some of tbe smaller 
undertakings of the Council. The attempt on the part of 
the large Government departments and municipal authorities 
to become universa] providers tended to retard progress, 
and to check the spirit of invention. The high-speed engine, 
the Parsons turbine and other improvements due to 
independent thought, were developed to meet the needs of 
the electrical engineer, wbo had not suffered from too much 
standardisation. Care must be taken that educational 
methods also were not subjectcd to excessive standardisation. 

Mr. J. Swinburne then proposed the toast of “ Railways 
and Telegraphs.” Remarking on the great importance of the 
former to the national welfare, he suggested that the right 
thing was for every railway to immediately electrify itself; 


but unfortunately it seemed to be the settled policy of . 


Parliament to put every possible obstacle in the way of 
enterprising companies, apparently with the object of 
abolishing profits, because they came out of the pocket of 
the public. The telephone might yet be the most important 
rival of the railways; the more facilities were provided in 
towns for ingress and egress, the more people used them, so 
that the traffic problem seemed to be insoluble, but when 
people did all their businees by means of the telephone the 
difficulty would be avoided. 

Sir C. J. Owens, general manager of the L. & S.W. Rail- 
way, in reply, referred to the intimate connection between 
railways and telegraphs, and believed that the time was 
approaching when electricity would be the sole motive power 
on railways. The new agent would step into no mean 


inheritance ; the railways of this country annually disbureed 


no less than 20 millions sterling in wages alone. 

Sir J. Wolfe Barry, chairman of the Eastern Telegraph Co., 
stated that more than half of the 225,000 miles of submarine 
cable in the world were in British hands, representing a capital 
of 30 millions sterling, and the number of words transmitted 
between Great Britain and foreign countries was 100 mil- 
lions per annum. A reduction of 60 or 70 per cent. in the 
rates had been effected in the course of a few years. Refer- 
ring to wireless telegraphy, in which he took the keenest 
interest, Sir John Wolfe Barry pointed out that the Eastern 
Co. bad five cables landing in Cornwall, over which, at busy 
hours, 15.000 words per hour were received. Forty cables 
tcuched England, and if they were all worked at the same 
rate, 120,000 words per bour, or, suy, 12,000 letters per 
minute, were dealt with. Let them fancy this diecharge 
being bombarded into the ether and being met with an equal 
bombardment from abroad! The prospect was appalling ! 
The subject involved immense difficulties, which were not 
thoroughly grasped by many people. It was difficult to 
measure the services which had been rendered to this country, 
in the short period since 1850, and to the world, by the 
cables, in promoting peace and goodwill—mainly through 
British enterprise. 

Prof. Silvanus P. Thompson briefly proposed the toast of 
„Our Guests.“ pointing out the great variety of the depart- 
ments, societies, educational authorities, &c., which were 
represented there. He referred especially to the presence 
of ‘М. E. Hospitalier, and to the entente cordiale 
which subsisted between France and this country. Prof. 
Thompson coupled with the toast the names of Lord Claud 
Hamilton, Sir William White (President Inst.C.E.), and M. 


Edouard Hospitalier, President. of the Société Internationale 


des Electriciens. The toast was honoured with enthusiasm. 
Lord Claud Hamilton said that electricity was going 

ahead too fast for ordinary шеп; the chairmen of railwa 

companies must handle their shareholders’ capital wi 


prudence, and hardly dared embark on the conversion of 
their systems to electrical working for fear lest the system 
adopted might be superseded before it was completed. They 
were keeping a keen watch on electrical developments, and 
hoped in the future to be able to adopt electrical working. 
Sir W. White, in his reply, objected to the distinction drawn 
between “scientific” and “engineering” societies; pure 
and applied science were of equal importance. It was the 
duty of engineers to regulate the training of engineers, and 
they must not allow pure scientists to dictate to them the 
manner of its conduct. Не referred feelingly to the death 
of Mr. Herbert Spencer, who was, by his early training, a 
civil engineer. 

M. Hospitalier, on rising to reply, was accorded an 
ovation. Speaking rapidly in French, he expressed his pride 
in having been for 22 years a member of the Institution. 

The company then adjourned to the Victoria Hall, where 
& programme of music was performed. The music, however, 
was quite inaudible in the buzz of conversation, which was 
kept up almost until midnight. Undoubtedly the occasion 
touched the high-water mark of success and enjoyment. 


ON SOME FICTITIOUS FIGURES SUPPLIED 
BY MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS. 


By E. KILBURN ьСОТТ, M. I. E. K., A. M. I. O. E. 


THE well-deserved wigging given at the recent Parlia- 
mentary inquiry to those who are responsible for making 
up municipal accounts will, no doubt, by its moral weight, 
lead to more correct balance-sheets being presented. It is to 
be hoped also that, in stating any financial details of 
their undertakings, municipal engineers will take the leason 
to heart, and quote figures which are at least somewhere 
near the mark. Take, for example, the Report on Per- 
manent Way Construction and Maintenance," compiled by 
Mr. John Young for the Municipal Tramways Association 
of Great Britain. Amongst other matters connected with 
the track work, Mr. Young asked the straightforward 
question, * What has been your average cost of permanent 
way, excluding bonding, but including all special work, per 
mile of single track." 

Now, taking at random four municipalities which have 
carried out the work with their own staff, and whose data are 
compiled alongside, in the Tables we get, on page 18 :— 


Per mile single track. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne .. £8,500 
Oldham ... ids .. £8,400 
Manchester ... ... £4,100 
Rochdale ... е ae se . £6,200 
Again, on pages 17 and 20, we find— 
Hull... ses саз o .. £5,750 
Huddersfield .. £4,055 
Halifax i s ive . £4,820 
А Piywouth ... ses m £5,900 


On the face of it, these figures for Manchester, Hudders- 
field and Halifax are much wo low, and there appears to be 
no excuse for such figures being put forward, because the 
majority of the replies appear to have been sent in correvtly. 

The fact is, matters appear to be so lax financially in the 
affairs of some municipalities, that the engineers do not seem 
to know when they have got inclusive figures. 

Lighting, watching, general charges and use of plans 
required for laying tramlines will cost a contractor at least 
£300 а mile, and it is probable that on the lavish system on 
which corporations work the cost is much more. Again, in the 
case of paving, the methods of corporations are not as others 
are. Aberdeen, for example, where setts are probably cheaper 
than anywhere else in the country, gives its cost as £6,000 
per mile of single track, whereas Dundee is down at only 
£4,628, clearly another impossible figure. 

To say nothing stronger, it is not courteous to treat Mr. 
Young's queries in this way, a8 it throws doubt on the whole 
of the data, and reduces the value of what 1s otherwise a 
most useful report. 

The question is, What is to be done about the matter ? If 
а company's engineer sends in bogus figures and they are 
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found to be wrong, he is carpeted; but who is to give the 
municipal engineer a talking-to ? | 

Being employed by Councillors who know nothing of the 
business, and who probably never see a technical journal, the 
municipal engineer appears to be in an extraordinarily 
favourable position—for himself. He is apparently unsack- 
able and uncorrectable, and he bas only to get married or 
get another berth elsewhere to have lavish praise and sub- 
stantial presents showered on him. The municipal engi- 
neer is undcubtedly the spoilt child of the profession. 


THE ВТ. MARYLEBONE BOROUGH 


COUNCIL. 


EVENTS which took place last week show that whereas the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. are determined to assert 
their legal rights in connection with the sale of part of their 
undertaking to the St. Marylebone Borough Council, the 
ratepayers in that district are waking up to the real terrors 
of the situation. It is not tco much to say that they are 
threatencd with a financial loss, which, if it does not reduce 
them to bankruptcy, will impose an enormous burden upon 
their district for many years to come. 

Let us recapitulate, in as few words as possible, the facts 
which have led up to the present position. In February of 
the present year it was decided in arbitration proceedings 
that the Council must pay to the company the sum of 
£1,212,000 for tbat part of their undertaking which 
supplied the borough of St. Marylebone with electric light, 
the purchase to date as from December 31st, 1901. In 
addition to this the Council was ordered to pay the costs of 
the proceedings, which amounted. to some £70,000, and an 
additional sum of £100,000, this being the capital expended 
by the company in the district during 1902 and 1908. Of 
the sum of £1,212,000 above mentioned, £1,000,000 repre- 
sents the figure at which the arbitrator estimated the good- 
will of the company, ie., the discounted value of the profits 
during the 30 years from 1901 to 1931, when the company’s 
provisional order expires. . 

The Borough Council applied to the London County 
Council for the necessary funds to complete the purchase, 
but was refused, and the Local Government Board and the 
Board of Trade have refused to interfere. In these circum- 
stances, no rate having been levied for the purpose of dis- 
charging the debt, the company were compelled to apply to 
the Court of Chancery for a decree of specific performance. 
An order was granted some time back to the effect that the 
money should be handed over on December 31st, 1903, with 
liberty, however, to the Council to apply for an extension of 
time if necessary. An application for this purpose was 
made last week to Mr. Justice Buckley. From the report 
of what took place on the application (which is published in 
another column of the present issue). our readers will 
readily understand the present state of affairs. A decree for 


immediate payment would compel the Council to levy a rate 


of 208. in the £! Influenced by the fact that this would 
be an oppressive burden to the ratepayers, the judge granted 
a further extension of time upon terms. j 

In the course of his judgment he said :—** Farther capital 
expenditure on the undertaking is necessary, and by their 
statutory obligation, and the order of the Court, the com- 
pany have to go on spending money, and they.say it i8 not 
reasonable that they should bave to raise more capital by 
going to their bankers, and that they ought not to be out of 
pocket by spending money on the Council's property. They 
ask, therefore, that £60,000 in respect of past capital ex- 
penditure be repaid to them within a short time. That will 
require a rate to be made of 9d. in the £, and the payment 
must be made a term of the order.” 


In granting the further extension, his Lordship was in- | 


fluenced by the fact that the Council is about to apply to 
Parliament in the next session for borrowing powers to raise 
the necessary sum. 

We have often commented upon the fatuous policy which 
has landed the municipality in this extraordinary position. 
It imagined, no doubt, that the profits of the company 
should be devoted to “ the relief of the rates," little thinking 


that interest upon the capital expenditure necessary to 
acquire the profit-earning undertaking would swallow up all 
the prospective profits and involve a loss as well. Now it 
has to choose between an appeal to Parliament for leave to 
sanction the loan: an appeal to Parliament to release it 
from the contract altogether ; or a compromise with the com- 
pany. Each one of these courses must involve loss to the 
ratepayers. 

In the first place, assume that the loan is granted. The 
annual profits of the company, upon which the Council may 
rely in years to come, have been roughly estimated, by a 
business man, who contributed an article to the 7'mes of 
December 10th, at £55,000. Thesum necessary to pay interest 
at 4 per cent. and provide for the sinking fund is estimated 
by the same authority at £105,000 per annum. The 
balance of £50,000 must come out of the rates. Thus, for 
the privilege of having municipal electric light, the 
inhabitants of St. Marylebone will have 94. or 10d. added 
to their rates! Is it conceivable that Parliament, in its 
wiedom, will pass an Act which will place a liability of this 
kind upon a district which includes amongst its ratepayers 
a large number of persons to whom the present rates are a 
heavy burden ? 

If, as may perhaps be the case, the Legislature refuse to 
sanction the loan, it cannot in justice to the company 
annul the contract without providing for compensation to 
the vendors. The sale of their undertaking was not of the 
company’s seeking ; it was decreed by an Act passed at the 
instance of the Council, and Parliament (although all- 
powerful) cannot now deprive the company of their victory 
in the arbitration proceedings. 

If the loan is refused, and unless the contract is annulled 

by Parliament, it would seem that the Council is at the 
mercy of the company. A local authority may be ordered 
by the Court to make a rate for the purpose of satisfying a 
judgment within six months after the judgment is obtained 
(R. v. Rotherham Local Board, 8 E. & B., 906). Again, 
the Crown Office rules provide that any judgment or order 
against a corporation wilfully disobeyed may, by leave of the 
Court or a Jadge, be enforced by sequestration against the 
corporate property, or by attachment against the directors 
or other officers thereof, or by writ of sequestration against 
their property. Should this state of things prevail, the rate- 
payers will be no better off than if they had to pay rates 
commensurate with payment of the full amount of the pur- 
chase price to the company. 
- Lastly, compromise with the company at this eleventh 
hour can hardly be carried out without some considerable 
sacrifice on the part of the ratepayers. The company’s 
business has been disorganised, law costs have been incurred, 
and already a payment of £60,000 on capital account has 
been ordered. All these losses must be made good before 
the company can be expected to come to terms. 

Yet “ Compromise!" is the cry of the ratepayers, An 
influential deputation appeared before the Council last week, 
and prayed for compromise ; but the Council, as if deter- 
mined to carry on the present extravagant policy as far as 
possible, immediately passed a resolution by 41 votes to 17 
in favour of seeking Parliamentary powers for the grant of 
а loan. 

Whatever the end of this unprecedented chapter in the 
history of municipal trading, it has bad the good effect of 
turning public attention to municipal extravagance. 
Although we sympathise with the unfortunate victims, we 
cannot help feeling gratified by this proof positive that 
it is not always advantageous for a municipality to attempt 
to take over the responsibilities of electric lighting. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. THompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, $22, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


26,071. “Improvements in sound-conveying apparatus, applicable to speak- 
ing tubes, telephones and phonographs.“ I. B. Hogan. November 80th. 
26,082. *'' Means for automatically preventing the speed of electric oars 


from exceeding any predetermined limit." E. F. KrNT and F. ROGERS. 
November 30th. 
26,088. “Improvements in electriq furnaces.” W. CARD nd J. G. 


DaLton, November 30th, 
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28,112. Improvements in induction motors." К. A. Ілирвтвом. November 
h 


96,194. "Improvements in apparatus for oontrolling and operating the 
points of electric railways and tramways." 'T. B. Stewart, W. H. TURNER 
and R. E. Dixon. November 30th. 

26,144. '“ Eleotro-magnetically operated apraratus for controlling the inlet 
йс» o steam and gas turbines." T. RRUTr En. November 80th (Com- 
plete.) 


26,165. Improvements in electrical elevators.” R. C. SwirH. November 


28,170. Tapro vem ni in or relating to electric switohes, or controllers, 
and magnetic blow-outs employed therewith.” P. KinkuP and W. ALDERSON. 
November 30th. 

26,174. "Improvements in couplings for electric cables.” F. W. HowonTH. 
(F. Everhart and J. Dossert, United. States.) November 80th. (Complete.) 

26,170. “Improvements in electric fuses.” A. Нкрке and Н. AscHrER. 
Nr vember 80th. 

26,200. Improved electric generator." D. Buans and J. M. FLEMING, 
December 1st. 

96,908. ‘J. E. Jaggar's cover for electrio tramcars and others." 
JaGGaR. December Ist. | | 

26,21). ‘‘ Multiplex telephony." W. FaAiRWEATHER. (W. M. Miner, United 
States.) December 186. 

26,290. “Improvements in or relating to combined trolley arm ard brake 
controllers for electric tramcars." INTERNATIONAL TROLLEY CONTROLLER Co., 
ardJ.KyNocH. December lst. ( Complete.) | 

26,241. '* Improvements in electrodes for secondary batteries,” H. LEITNER. 
December Ist. : 

26,242. "Improvements relating to telphers, partly applicable also to vehicles 
propelled electrically from a distance.” SigzMENS Bros. & Co, Lrp. (The 
United Telpherage Co., United States.) December ist. (Complete.) 

26,248. ‘‘Improvements in telepbone transmitters.” Р. G. RANDALL. 
December Ist. (Compiete.) 

26,255. “Improvements in attachment to desk telephone instruments.’ 
Н. P. CHILDRESS and N. M. Saurs. December let. (Complete.) 


26,259 ‘* Improvements in spparatus or means for regulating or governing the 
ғреед of engines employed in driving electric current generators.“ J. Y. 
JoHNsoN. (The Electricitüts Aktien-Gesellschaft vormals W. Lahmeyer & Co., 
Germany) December lst. (Complete.) 

96,967. ‘‘Imrrovementa in and relating to electric measuring and recording 
devices." C. W. ATKINSON. December lst, 

26,268. “Improvements in and relating to eleotrolytic meters." 
ATKINSON. December lst. 

26,269. ‘Improvements in or relating to switches for electric current.” 
W. P. Тномгвом. (H. Schor, France.) December Ist. 

£6,278. ‘Improvements in controlling devioes for electrio motors.” G. A. E. 
Konrrn, December lst. (Complete.) 

26,274. "Improvements in means for ventilating electrical machines.” THE 
AxTIEN GESELLSCHAFT Brown, Boveri & CiE. December lst. (Date applied 
for under Patents Act, 1901, December 16th, 1902, being date of application in 
Switzerland.) (Complete.) 

26.276. “ Improvements in or relating to electricity meters.“ W. Gripriand 
F. M. T. Lancs. December lst. 

96,2991. “Safe. and improved method of attaching detonators, caps or 
explod: ra to fuse tape or electric wires, making the same water and air-tight.” 
W. H. Epwanps December lat. 


J. E. 


С. W. 


26,307. An improved electrical connection for electro-chemical apparatus.“ 


F. J. TunqvAND and J. Е. WAKEL'N. December 2nd. 


96,878. “Improvements in and means for effecting the regulation of 
& ynchronous alternating or tbree-phase current electric motors.” J. Y. 
JouwNsoN, (The Elektrioitäts Aktien Gesellschaft vormals W. Labmeyer & Co., 
Germany.) December 2nd. (Complete.) 

26,950. *" Improvements in rafety fuses for electric circuits.” J. Y. JOHNSON. 
(The E ectricitäts Aktien Gesellschaft vormals W. Laymeyer & Co., Germany.) 
December 2nd. (Complete.) 

26,427. Improvements in eleotro-maenetio controlling gear for electric arc 
Jamps. electric circuit-breakers, and the like automatic mechanism." A. 
EcksTE1N and A. E. ANGoLD, December 8rd. 


26,485. ‘‘Improvements relating to electrically-actuated mechanism." L. 
Jacot. December 8rd. 


26,419. “А new form of ammeter and voltmeter.” W. J. BELL. December 8rd . 


26,456. “Improvements in inenlated electric conductors.” THe Britis 
TuowsoN-HovsTON Co, LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) 
December 8rd. 

26,457. Improvements in insulated coils for electrical apparatus and pro- 
cess of making the same.” Тнк British THomson-Hovston Co, LTD. (The 
General Electric Co., United States.) December 8rd. 


98,468. “Improvements in insulating electric conductors." Тнк BRITISH 
TuowsoN-Hovsrow Co., Lrp. (The General Eleotric Co., United States.) 
December frd. 

96,460. “Improvements in electric rheostats." THE British THOMSON. 
Hocston Co., Lro. (The General Electric Co., United States.) December 5rd, 

26,461. “Improvements relating to rotary electio converters." Tax BRITISH 
THomson-Hovuston Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) 
December 3rd. 

26,462. “Improvements in electric aro lamps.“ THe BRITIen THomson- 
Houston Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) December 8rd, 


26.164. “Improvements in stetic influence eleotrical machines." THE 
Bririsu THouson-Horston Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United 
States.) December 3rd. 


26,485. ‘Improvements in ѕув'етов сё electric motor oontrol." THe BRITISH 
THoxsoN-Hovsrow Co., LTD. (The General Electric Co., United States.) 
December 3rd. 

26,476. Improvements in or relating to electric incandescent lamps." 
P. J. H. DRiscorr and Н. SLEEMAN. December 3rd. 

26, 4RH. „ыо еш in and relating to electrical ignition apparatus.” 
M. 8. NAPIER. ecember 8rd. 

26.518. An improved cancpy trolley for electric tramcars driven on the 
overhead system." J. A. DE MACEDO. ecember 4th. 

$20,530. “Improvements ір or relating to mechanism for electro-mechanically 
playing pianos, organs, and the like." H. E. Есопі. December 4th. 

26,533. *''Electric heaters and improvements relating thereto." W. KRAUSE, 
December 4th. 

26,597. ** An improved conduit for containinz electric cables and wires and 
pipes and tubes and the like." W. HkrwoRTH-COLLINS, December 4th. 

25,538. '* An improved corduit for containing electric cables and wires and 
other wires, tubes, ard the like primarily intended to be carried along thorough- 
fares." W.HrrwoRTH-CoLLiNs. December 4th, 

26,553. ‘Improvements in or connected with apparatus for electrically 
igniting miners’ safety lamp.“ W. Best, A. Best and R. O. Best. December 4th, 

26,577. Improvements relating to field magnets for electrical machines.” 
G. Finzi. December 4th. 


26,549. “Improvements in incandescent electric lamps.“ A. Bocrpos and 
H. C. W. GIBSON. December 4th. 


28.603. Improvement on electric motors and dynamos.“ H. FAERBER. 
December 5th. 


26.607. A new combined electric switch, wall socket and plug.“ Н. 
RosrnrsoN. December 5th. 


26,619. A mechanical switch for electric installation of motor cycles." 
R. C. MEREDITH. December 5th. 

26,609. “Improvements in magneto-electric ignition devices for internal 
ombustion engines.“ P. Masson. December Sth. (Complete.) 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


* 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messre. W. P. 
Thompson & Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post 
tree, 9d. (in stamps), 


1903. 


OvEkRHEAD Equirment or ELECTRIC Tramways AND Cank THEREFOR. J. T. 
Pearson. 65,725. March 12th. 


ELECTRIC INsULATING MATERIAL. P. Staedtefeld. 5,892. March 18th. 
SPARKING PLucs. W. P. Thompson. (A. Vogel and R. Egg, Switzerland. 
6,898. March 18th. 


CONDUCTORS AND CoLLEecTors FoR ELkcTRIC RaiLwars axb TRAMWAYR, D. 
Kempt. 5,988. March 14th. 


| i 
BRACKETS FOR ATTACHING ELECTRICAL Devices To Desrs. А. R. Ferguson. 
6,068. March 16th. 3 


БАЕЕТҮ Fuses. Н. M. Salmony. 6,110. March 16th. 
TELEPHONE RECEIVERS AND TRANSMITTERS. J. G. Halstrom. 6,605. March 2и. 


ELECTRICALLY OPERATED RAILWAY SWITCHES AND Biox ALS. A. Needlemaan. 
6,516. March 2uth. 


TERMINALS Fon SECONDARY OR ELECTRICAL STORAGE BATTERIER. E. A. Tua- 
bridge. 7,831. March 80th. 


CONTROLLERS FOR ELECTRIC Motors H. R. Stuart. (Due applied for under 
Patente Act, 1901, April 9nd, 1903, being date of application in United 
States.) 7,441. March 81st. 


Current CONTROLLERS. J.. Bradley and S. Allen. 7,561. April lst. 

ELECTRIC RECEIVER Стоскв. J. W. H. Uytenhogaart. 7,701. April 2nd. 

MOoNOPHASE AND PoLyPHARE ALTERNATING CURRENT MACHINES. W. E. Evans. 
(Allgemeine Elektricitats Gerellxchaft, Germany.) 7,714. April and. 

El. LCTRIC Motors. A. Kimble and F. B. Betz. 8,472. April 14th. 

MAGNETO-ELECTRIC GENERATORS. B. P. Remy and F. J. Remy. 8.488. April Hth. 

TELEPHONE TRANSMITTERS, E. B. Fabnestock. 8,600. April 15th. 

For ELECTROPLATING., P. Hubert. 8,679. April 16th. 

ELECTRICAL BURGLAR ALARM, J. Weatherby. 8,690. April 16th. 


ELECTROLYTIC PREPARATION OF PERMANGANATE OF ALKALINE. EARTH METALS лир 
OTHER Heavy MrTALs. G. W. Johnson. 8,833. Apru 18th. 


CONTROLLING ELEctric Circuits, G. A. Tate and F. E. Newbery. 9,586. 
April 28th. 


TREATING MATERIALS BY RADIATED OR REFLECTED HEAT IN ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
+ А Howorth. (Trollhattans Elektriska Kraftakiebolag, Sweden.) 9,999. 
ay lst. 


BarrERY PLATES, J. Bijur. 10,541. May 8th. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN SwiTCHEN РОВ ELECTRIC Circuits. C. E. Hunter and J 
Purvis. 10,621. May 9th. 


ELECTRIC DYxAMOS AND Motors. N. H. Edgerton. 10,788. May 12th. 
Bnusn HOLDERS коң DyNAMO-ELEcTRIC MacHINes AND Exvectric Morons. The 


Johnson-Lundell Electric Traction Co., Ltd. (R. Lundell, United States.) 
11,125. May 15th. 


TELEPMONE SwitcH Bonps H. Н. Lake. (Communicated.) 11,788. May 23nd. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN AND RELATING TO FIELD MAGNETS AND LIKE ELECTRIC APPa- 


RATUS. 11.840. O. T. Blathy. 
BRAKE GEAR For ELECTRICAL Hoisting APPARATUS. W. H. Scott. 1184. 
May 23rd. 


CoiN-cocTRoLLED Locks ron TELEPHONE REkckiveRs. P. M. Justice. (The 
Controller Co. of America, United States.) 12,015. May 96th. 


ELECTROLYTIC APPARATUS SUCH AS SECONDARY BATTERIES, J. Y. Johnsom. 
(H. B. Ford. United States.) 12,082. May 26th. 

Росккт LANTERNS. C. Gloerfeld. 12078. May 27th. 

PRODUCTION or ELECTROLYTIC Deposits. E. Maller. 921,294. May 38th. 


TRANSFORMING ELECTRIC Waves, APPLICABLE TO WIRELESS TeLeGmapuy. F. 
Poraun. 19,484. June 2nd. 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC MACHINE FOR THE IGNITION OF THE MixTUBE IN Expiosion 
Morons. G.F.Pichard. 12,516. June 2nd. 


ELECTRIC METERS. Compagnie Anonyme Continentale pour la Fabrication des 
Compteurs a Gas et Autres Appariels. 12,901. June 6th. 


ELECTRIC BURGLAR ALARMS. С. О. Miller. 12,865. June 8th. 

Fuse HEAD For ELECTRIC BLAS TIN. F. Render. 18,061. June lith. 

MeERcuRY CURRENT INTERRUPTERS. R. Otto. 18,098. June 11th. 

CLUTCH FOR ELECTRIC Morons, C. Wust-Kunz. 18,9281 June luth. 

ELECTRIC MAGNETIC CHvck FoR MACHINE TOOLS. M. Margowaki aad C. Gorick. 
18,878 June 15th. 

ELECTRO-MAGNETR FOR MaGneTic ORE Extracrons. H. J. Haddan. 18,57). 
June 17th. 
ELECTRICALLY OPERATED VENTILATING Fans, H.J. Haddan. (The Bergmann 
Electricitats Werke Aktiengesellschaft, Germany.) 14,106. June 24th. 
COVERS FoR THE PROTECTION oF ELvcTricaL APPARATUS, С. M. Dorman and 
R. A. Smith. 14,286. June 17th. 

SuiP's TELEGRAPH ALakUM. P. Manson. 14,523. June 80th. 

Оп, Switches. H. P. Ball. 14,560. June 80th. 

AvTOoMATIC CiRcviT Breakers. H. P. Ball. 14,561. June 30th. 

Circuit BREAKERS, H. P. Ball. 14,562. June 80th. 

MAGNETO-ELECTRIC IGNITING APPARATUS FOR INTERNAL COMBUSTION Ехс1Бє®й, 
W. Roos. 15.337. July 10th. 

MAGNETO-ELECTHIC IGNiITING APPARATUS FOR INTERNAL ComBUSTION ENGINES. 
W. Roos. 15,338. July 10th. 

VEHICLE FOR CONVEYING ELECTRIC CABLE DRUMS AND OTHER CYLINDRICAL 
1 W. E. Jones, W. R. Jones and W. G. Н. Sedwell. 15,92. July 

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC BRAKE FOR ELECTRICALLY-PROPELLKD Cars. H. Segel. 
15.992. July 20th. | 

CIRCUIT-CONTROLIANG DEVICES, CHIEFLY DESIGNED FoR UAE житин ELECTRIC 
FrasH Bios. H. H. Lake. (Automatic Time Switch Co., United States.) 
16,100. July 2186. 

ке ess SIGNALLING SysTEMS FoR RAILWATS. С. W. Mills. 16,188 July 
215%. 

SIGNALLING APPARATUS WORKED BY ALTERNATING CURRENTS. Siemens Bros. 
and Co. (Communicated.) 16,460. July 26th. 

ACTUATING VALVES, Cocks, ELECTRIC SWITCHES, &c., AT PREDETERMINED 
Times. H. L. P. Boot. 16,698. July 30th. 

HoLDISd DEVICES FOR THE COLLECTING BrisHEs or ЁТЕСТА1СА1. MacHINES. 
a Breuer: (Electricitats Gesellschaft Alioth, Bwitzerland.) 16,508. July 

8t. 

PRINTING TELEGRAPH INSTRUMENTS, C. M. Stiner. 16,878. August lst. 

TROLLEYS FOR ELECTRIC Traction, H. H. Lake. (Communica:ed.) 16,939. 
August 4th. 

STEERING GAK FoR Motor Roap VEHICLES AND. THE Lise. T. Mathewson 
and A. J. Fielding. 17,057. August 6th. 

ELECTRICAL INTERRUPTING DEVICES FOR CURRENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OF 
Hien Intensity. T.J. Murphy. 18,386. August 25th. 

ACTUATING BwiTCHES ов THE Like. W. E. Evans. (Allgemeine Elekiricitate- 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) 28,740, August 3154. 

ELECTRICAL CoNTRoLLERB, W. Fairweather, 


(Deibt Manufacturing Co., 
United States.) 18,907. September and. 
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DECEMBER 25, 1908. 


No. 1,861. 


ARTIFICIAL SELECTION OF 
MOTORMEN. 


THERE has been trouble recently on the Manhattan Elevated 
between the train-men and the owners, on account of an 
ordinance calling for periodic physical examination. Such 
an examination has to be passed when a mah enters the 
company’s service, but hitherto no strict and regular watch 
has been kept on the depreciation to which the human 
frame is ав prone as any other complex machine. A strike, 
however, has been averted, and the company has carried 
its point. 

Once more we take the opportunity to impress on our 
British managers their duty to their employers, to the 
public who use their cars, and to the employés themselves. 
No service calls more for the human agents. to be іп posses- 
sion of unimpaired health and a complete set of senses in 
perfect working order, than the safe carriage of passengers 
through the streets of a town; yet how many of our tram- 
ways can. prove by doctors’ certificates that their motormen 
are not afflicted in some non-visible way, во that they are 
for ever menacing the safety of the lives entrusted to their 
care? How many managers indeed take the trouble to put 
probationers through the simplest sense tests? We 
fear that the percentage is very small, Yet what is 
it that stands in the way of such an elementary safeguard? 
Surely not the cost of the examination, which, even if 
carried out by a doctor independent of the employés’ sick 
club, would cost something trivial like half-a-crown, a very 
insignificant premium to pay for an undoubted insurance 
against accident. Neither, surely, could it be a lack of 
foresight on the part of a large and usually intelligent 
body of men. The danger must have been recognised even 
when the one-horse car held the road. 

If neither of these, then, is it some vague fear of the men, 
some notion in the case of an existing tramway, that the 
men will resist the test, or in the case of a new-born system, 
that men will not be obtainable under such conditions? If 
none of these things prevents examination, what is it that 
does ? | 

Something blocks progress even if it is nothing more 
than a new scheme involving the payment of money with- 
out tangible, direct, or proveable return, and which has to 
be formulated first, and then placed before the committee 
or the board, and finally put into тШ! order and Kept 
there. 

Of course, the committee and the board ought to be 
sufficiently alive to their own interests to know that the best 
results can be obtained only with the best material, and that 
nothing but rigorous examination by an expert can be 
depended upon to reveal flaws in material. 

Apart from everything else, it is much more pleasant both 
for the man and the employer, and very much easier for the 
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latter, to sack the man before he is taken on, rather than after- 


wards, if we may use an Hibernicism ; and we are confident . 


that the list of dismissals and the spare list will be decreased 
soon after physical examination is introduced. The number 
of applications will diminish, too, so soon as the physically 
unfit know that they have no chance of escaping the doctor. 

Benefit to the concern will result in another indirect way, 


from the fact that a body of sound men uncontaminated by . 
defective or degenerate members, is much more likely to - 


| exhibit a high standard of morals and intelligence than the 


old mixed crowd. | 

The present period of depression in trade is a strikingly 
fit opportunity to weed out the physically undesirable, and 
to pick the best out of the distressingly large number of 
unfortunates who have been thrown out of employment. 

The probability of a strike following the adoption of such 
a precaution is remote, because, in the first place, the 
majority of the men will have no cause to fear the scrutiny 
of the doctor, and will be aware of the fact; and, secondly, 
no strike of public servants could succeed without the 
general support of the public themselves, who are entitled to 
demand that they shall be protected, and who would have 
the sense to see that compulsory physical examination can 
be a hardship only to such motormen as might be sources of 
danger. | 

Logically, it follows that, їп order to guard the under- 
taking, and the passengers, from drivers who develop some 
prohibitory defect during their service, medical examination 
of every driver must be made at regular intervals, and it 
was against this that the Manhattan Elevated drivers kicked. 
. At 25 a man may be physically perfect, while 10 or 20 years 
later he would not pass the doctor if he had to go to him 
again, although he may believe himself to be as sound and 
as fit to drive as ever. 

Sentimentally, it is hard to get rid of this man, but, in 
the interests of the public, there should be no alternative. 
Knowing the risks, every man should fortify himself against 
the evil day by some form of insurance, and it should be 
possible to do this with, and by the assistance of, the com- 
pany or corporation, if the employers have the best interests 
of their men really at heart. 

The human factor must be reckoned with always in street 
traffic, and it will pay to eliminate uncertainties as much as is 
possible, This can be done by artificial selection only, the 
process of natural selection chiefly now in vogue being of 
much too slow a nature. 


Jone's New On another page we give a condensed 
Primary Battery. account of a new cell designed by Mr. 
Jone, of Chicago, by the aid of which it is claimed that 
some 50 or 60 per cent. of the chemical energy of natural 
coal may be recovered as current, the oxidising material 
being eventually the atmosphere. The whole cycle of 
operations involved appears to be somewhat complicated, 
and at least one of the intermediate reagents required, viz., 
nitric acid, is not a particularly nice thing to handle; but 
Mr. Jone states that a new oxidant will shortly be available 
which will be capable of direct regeneration by means of air, 
Although this is not a “carbon cell” in the proper sense 
of the word, for the positive plate is tin, the apparatus 
seems an honest attempt to meet Ostwald’s dictum that the 
oxidising agent must be in the place where the carbon (tin) 
is not. The chemical process in Jone’s cell is a combustion 
of tin to stannous oxide balanced by a reduction of mercuric 
oxide to metal on the opposite side of a carbon diaphragm, 
the electrolyte being aqueous caustic potash maintained at a 


temperature of 160^ C. It follows from this, using Thom- . 


sen’s data referring to ordinary temperatures, that the E. M. F. 
of the cell cannot exceed 1:52 volts for the oxidation of the 
tin, leas 0°66 volt for that of the mercury, or 0:86 volt net ; 


which compares with the 1°05 volts ‘of the ideal carbon cell, 
and the 1°84 volts of the zinc cell. Nevertheless, since 
Thomsen's value for the heat of formation of stannous oxide 
(not dissolved ів alkali) is 70°2 large calories, if it is a fact 
that 3 lbs. of tin yield 1 Е.н.Р.-һопг, the internal efficiency 
of the cell becomes 92 per cent. It must be pointed ont, 


however, that Mr. Jone’s thermal estimates for the entire 


process, require revision, because the loss of heat by radiation 
and conduction from a metallurgical furnace certainly does 
not always occur in arithmetical proportion to the tempera- 
ture inside ; nor is so little as 50 per cent. of the energy of 
zinc manifested as current in common primary eells. Still, 
if we may accept the authority of Dr. Beyenbach, we learn 
that some 6 ozs. of anthracite or 8 ozs. of bituminous coal 
will develop 0:746 xw.-hour, or 645 large calories; and, 
inasmuch as this weight of coal should yield 1,500 to 1,800 
large calories on combustion, the efficiency of Mr. Jone's 
complete apparatus should be from 36 to 43 per cent. over 
all, without making any allowance for the wastage of the 
zinc and of whatever oxidant may be employed in the future ; 
that is to say, assuming the waste heat from the quantity of 
coal mentioned is ample to provide the rest of the necessary 
warmth. P 


Labour Clauses and CAN it be that the London County 
Foreign Tenders. Council is coming to its senses? That 
- question of labour clauses has been hammered at for years, 
and at last something of an appreciation of the injustice of 
past procedure is really finding its way home to the mind of 
those who have time and time again invited tenders in such 
a way that the foreign manufacturer was especially 
favoured. British firms in getting out estimates have 
had to make provision for unreasonable conditions 
respecting hours of labour, rates of pay, and so on, and 
to do so have increased the amount of their tenders in order 


to recoup themselves for forced compliance with unusual 
conditions, But the foreign manufacturer may tender low, 
promising anything and everything that may be asked, and 
get the contract, giving a sly grin in his sleeve respecting the 
very remote chances of those labour conditions being com- 
plied with. We аге heartily glad to see that an inquiry 
is about to be made, and we hope that the enlightenment 
which will come as a result of the investigation of Con- 
tinental conditions will lead to a reversal of the old 
procedure, But there must be no incompleteness or half- 
heartedness about the inquiry. The Council several weeks 
ago requested the Highways Committee to inquire as to the 
rates of wages, hours of work, mining royalties, &c., 
obtaining in Belgium and other countries supplying rails 
for the London tramways. The Committee regard the 
matter as one of some elaborate difficulty. Can that be 
their reason for not properly facing the question at an 
earlier date? They suggest sending an expert adviser over 
to make inquiries, with one of the assistants from the office of 
the Council, and add :— | 

It will also be necessary to obtain in Belgium and Germany some 
assistance in the way of interpretation and local knowledge, which 
could probably be accomplished by means of introductions. 
Having carefully considered the matter, we have come to the con- 
clusion that this is the only way in which a satisfactory and per- 
fectly independent report can be secured. We do not anticipate 
that there will be any difficulty in obtaining the names of repre- 
sentative firms whose works can be visited, and introductions to 
residents in the particular localities affected. If our proposal be 
adopted, we think that it can be carried into effect at a cost of about 
£150. We may add that we think that the necessary inquiries 
should, in the first instance at any rate, be limited to the dis- 
tricts in Belgium and Germany where the rails in question were 
made. 

We are glad to note that, as announced in our“ Contracts 
Closed columns to-day, two British manufacturers are to 
share between them £80,000 of contracts for tracks, slot and 
conductor rails for some of the Council's new tramways. 
The Committee’s reasons for recommending this course, after 
making а full comparison of the tenders of the British firms 
with those of foreign works which were able to quote lower, 
but with incomplete compliance with the specifications and 
conditions, are stated elsewhere. 
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TWO NEW FORMS OF ELECTROLYTIC 
CELL FOR PRODUCTION OF BLEACHING 
SOLUTIONS. 

—— 


By JOHN B. C. KERSHAW, F. I. O. 


In two articles published during 1900 and 1901,* the pre- 
sent writer discussed at some length the electrolytic methods 
of bleaching paper pulp and textile fabrics. In these articles 
the various forms of electrolytic cell which up to that date 
had received industrial trial, for preparing such solutions, 
were described, and in the final sections of these two articles, 
comparisons of the electrical efficiencies of the various types 
of cell, aud of the costs by the old and new methods of 
bleaching, were made. Since the date of the publication of 
the two articles named, little new information relating to 
the preparation of bleaching solutions by electrolytic methods 
has become available for publication, and no new figures for 
the efficiencies of the cells described two years ago, have 


two new forms of apparatus for the production of hypchlorite 
solutions, may not be without interest to readers of this 
paper, although at the moment the industrial and financial 
prospects of such cells and processes may seem to be some- 
what overclouded. 

The first of these new cells for the electrolytic production 


of bleaching solutions is protected by German Patents Nos. 


118,450 and 121,525 granted to the Fabrik Elektrische 
Bleichapparate in Pfronten, Bavaria. The following 
description and figures for its working efficiency are drawn 
from the Elektro-Chemische Zettschrifi, Vol. ix., рр. 142— 
144, and from the Papier Zeitung, Vol. 27, pp. 70—71. 
Fig. 1 shows a general view of a series of the cells, seven 
in number, arranged on the step system, which is adopted in 


working them. Each ‘separate unit consists of а horizontal 


plate formed of a hard black ebonite-like material, provided 


with longitudinal narrow channels, in which strips of a 


- platinum-iridium alloy of peculiar form are fixed and form 


the electrodes. The main conductors run alongside the series 


| of -plates, and electrical contact with the side or terminal 
. electrodes is made, by bent strips of the same alloy. Each of 
the plates is provided with 22 longitudinal channels, and the 
electrodes are so designed and arranged that the total area of 
the anode surfaces is 5 to 10 times greater than that of 
the cathodic area. 

A 9 per cent. solution of common salt is contained in the 
storage vat at the upper end of the series of plates (see 
fig: 1), and from this the solution finds its way in a number of 
streamlets, which follow the channels and the electrodes, over 
the plates to а similar storage vat at the lower end. This 
liquor, containing a certain amount of hypochlorite, is then 
pumped back to'the upper tank, and the flow over the plates 
is repeated until the percentage of free chlorine has risen to 
the limit desired. : | 

In the exemple shown in fig. 1 each plate absorbe 
7 amperes at 100 volta, or about 1 E H.P., and the seven plates 
produce likg. of free Cl. per hour. By varying the number of 
plates and the number of electrodes (the plates are worked 
' with two terminal electrodes and 20 or more secondary elec- 
trodes), direct currente of an E.M.F. upto 220 volts, and of 
any current intensity can be utilised. A plant of 60 plates, 
each absorbing 20 amperes at 220 volte. would thus utilise. 
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Fia. 1. —QENBRAL Visw or ВЕуЕН HyPOcHLOBITE CELLS 
or THE FABBIK ELEKTRISCHE BLEICHAPPARATR, BAVABIA. 


been published. The fall of nearly 45 per cent. in the value 
of bleaching powder, owing to the collapse of the sales agree- 
ment between the Le Blanc and the Electrolytic manufacturers 
has undoubtedly checked the development of the subsidiary 
industry, and with bleaching powder selling at £3 15s. per ton 
in this country, it is doubtful whether any of the cells for 
producing sodium hypochlorite can compete with the older 
method—in the matter of cost. 

Bat, ав pointed out in the previous artigles on this subject, 
hypochlorite of soda, as а bleaching agent, posseeses nume- 
rous advantages when compared with calcium hypochlorite 
as usually sold in the form of “ bleach,” and even under 
the lees favourable conditions as r comparative costs 
now obtaining in the bleaching industry, there are cases in 
which it would be advisable to employ the more expensive 
salt as bleaching agent. 

Farther, the open competition between the Le Blanc snd 
Electrolytic makers, in the opinion of those best qualified to 
judge, is not likely to continue indefinitely, and therefore 
with the lapse of time bleaching powder may be expected to 
return to ite old value of between £5 to £6 per ton. 

Under these circumstances, the following descriptions of 


* The Electrician, June 15th, 1900; The Textile Manufacturer, 
April 15th, 1901. be 


860 E.H.P., and would (according to the inventors) pro- 
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Fic. 2—LonarrupmaL Sxcrion. 
ATKINS HYPOCHLORITE CELL. 


duce 1,600 kg. free Ol. from 8,000 kgs. salt, equivalent to 
4,500 kgs. bleaching powder, per 24 hours. The maximum 
limit of free chlorine obtainable in the electrolyte with this 
form of cell is stated to be 30 grams per litre, but it is con- 
sidered preferable to оше a solution containing only 
19—90 g/l free Cl, and to dilute this with ten times the 
volume of water before using it for bleaching ootton or 
cellulose tissues. The chief novel features of this form of 
hypochlorite cell are, the division of the electrolyte into a 
number of streamlets before submitting to the action of the 
current; and the use of electrodes with the surface area 
of the anodes many times greater than the corresponding 
cathode surfaces, This second feature ig, of course, designed 
with the idea of lessening the reducing action of the 
hydrogen liberated at the cathode, and it will no doubt 
prove of some value in realising this end. 

"Thesecond apparatus for the electrolytic production of bleach 
solutions which has recently been brought before the public 
is the invention of G. J. Atkins, of London, and is pro- 
tected by English patent No. 5,596, of 1901. The 
following details of its design and working efficiency are 
drawn from the descriptions given in this patent, and in an 
illustrated article appearing in the Engineer of February 
13th, 1905. р | 
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A wooden trough of semi-ciroular cross-section forms the 
cell, and is lined first with lead, and then with carbon 
blocks ‘shaped to fit the wooden vessel; these blocks 
form the anodes of the cell. A wooden cylinder, also 
lead-covered, revolves on bearings 
of this trough, and forms the cathode of the cell A 


copper collecting ring and brushes at one of the 


bearings supply the electrical connection for this revolving 
cathode. The trough is filled with a 10 per cent. solution 
of sodium chloride, and electrolysis of this solution proceeds 
in the }-in. space which separates anode and cathode. 


Figs. 2 and 3 show diagrammatic longitudinal end cross- ` 


sections of the Atkins cell. The cell with which the 
preliminary experiments have been conducted is 10 ft. in 
length, and the cathode cylinder is 2 ft.in diameter. A 
current of 1,500 amperes at 3°5 to 4 volts is used to operate 
this cell, and a current density of 50 amperes per square foot 
is reported to be obtained. This represents a cathodic area 
of 30 вд. ft. for the submerged half of the cylinder. 

The revolution of the cathode is designed to lessen polariea- 
tion ‘and reduction by the hydrogen liberated at tbe negative 
pole, and it is said to be effective in attaining this result. 
No figures are given in the Engineer article, for the electrical 
efficiency of the apparatus, and in the absence of these it is 
impossible to compare its yield of available chlorine with 
that of the cells described in the earlier articles on this 
gubject. 

The yield of the cell designed by the Bavarian firm for 
Elektrische Bleichapparate is stated to be 1 kg. of available 


chlorine for 4,900 watt-hours (a seven-plate apparatus yields 


1 kg. Cl per hour). It is useful to compare this yield and 
efficiency with that of the cells described in the Electrician 
on June 19tb, 1900 ; and, for the purpose of comparison, 
the table of efficiencies given in that article is reproduced 
here :— 


YimLbps AND Exsrey ErricreNCIES OF VARIOUS FORMS OF 
HYPOCHLORITE CELL. 


i 


E.H.P.-hours per kg. 


E ffici 
Name of cell. active chlorine. TM ‘cane ERR 

Corbin 111 21 per cent. 
Hermite ` 10:2 23 - 
Kellner . 94 25 б, 
Woolf oo { 7:5 | 915 „ 
Vogelsang Р m 6:6 3565 „ 
Pfronten (Bavaria) aks 6:57 | 359 „ 
2:36* | — 


Theoretical figures ... 


*The theoretical figures in tbe original article, were, by an error in calcula- 
tion, given as 4'78. k. M. v.-hours, and consequently, although the relative 
positions were. correct, all the efficiency. percentages were rendered too nigh. 
The corrected efficiencies are given in the above table. 

According to.the published figures, therefore, the new 
German cell is the most efficient of the cells in actual use for 
the production of hypochlorite solutions, and as the special 
features of its construction appear to be based on scientific 
principles, it is probable that the cell will be adopted by some 
of the firms who have decided to instal electrolytic bleaching 
apparatus. As already pointed out, however, the economic 
conditions at the moment, owing to the abnormally low price 
of bleaching powder, are prejudicial to the extended use of 
electrolytic bleaching methods. | 

As regards other uses for hypochlorite solutions, it is 
reported that the Atkins cell is to be adopted in connection 
with a gold-mining scheme in Australia, tor the purpose of 
supplying a solution for leaching the crushed and roasted ore. 
Hypochlorite solutions when treated with sulphuric acid, 
liberate chlorine compounds capable of dissolving gold. The 
cost of sulphuric acid in Australia is, however, high, and as 
more economical methods of obtaining free chlorine exist, 
the writer is dubious concerning the permanent success 


in Australia of the Atkins method for treating auriferous : 
minerals Time will show whether this criticism is justified. 


Trowbridge Lighting.—The T.C. has decided to appoint 
Mr. Geo. Pearson, eolicitor, and chairman of tbe Bristol Electricity 
Committee, to examine the proposed agreement with Messrs. 
Pressland & Frippard, for the lighting of iteiarea. 


placed at the ends 


THE MANUFACTURERS’ 
TRACTORS’ 


AND CON- 
ASBOCIATIONS. 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 


THE agreement between the members of the Electrica 
Contractors’ Association and the Manufacturers’ Association 
has at length been arrived at, after considerable patience 
and perseverance on both eides ; and although some of the 
stipulations are laid down with tolerable clearness, the 
agreement lies rather more in the spirit than in the letter. 

If we mistake not, the real strength of the agreement 
rests in the appointment of a joint committee of arbitraticn. 
If the members of this committee can themselves afford to 
sacrifice their individual and personal interesta for the 
general good,.much can be done ; certainly, on the first two 
or three decisions of this committee depend whether it has 
the confidence of the community, and no light task, there- 
fore, has been im upon them in the adjudication of 
subjects between the contractors and mannfactarere. 

As we see it, one of the weaknesses of the contracting 
trade is the ease with which new aspirants to the industry, 
practically without capital, are at liberty to enter the trade ; 
in course of time some of these rise from the ashes of their 
former selves, and develop into bend fide contractors ; the 
others alternate between occasional jobbing on their own 
account and employment by a contractor, both of which are 
a source of weakness to the bond fide contractor. 

It would appear that manufacturers are mainly responsible 


for the creation of the mushroom variety of contractor. No 


genuine contractor who has been trained for his work needs 
the provision of wiring tables, and these, as found at the back 
of some manufacturers’ catalogues, are in many cases the sam 
total of the “technical knowledge” upon which the experience 
of the bogus contractor is built. The ease with which goods 
can be obtained, the lending of testing seta, &c., all combine 
to the exploitation of bogus contractors who probably, in 
their brief and inglorious existence, convince their customers 
in their early fears as to the dangers of electricity, and spoil 
the market for genuine contractors. 

The bond fide contractor also seeks recognition from the 
higher branches of the profession, and if the selection of 
members of the Contractors’ Association is carried out with 
sufficient care, the recent suggestion of one of our ocorre- 
spondents respecting the issue of lists of contractors by the 
Contractors’ Association to consulting engineers, may do 
much to uplift the general status of contracting, when 
probably the recent suggestions as to waste of energy in 
tendering might be judiciously put to the test. It may also 
be urged, with some show of reason, that contractors who 
are members of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
might reasonably hope for the recognition by the Institution, 
of contracting, as an important branch of the electrical 
industry. The recent wiring rales prove the interest taken 
in wiring matters by the Ins itation, and the election of 
а representative contractor to the Council of the Institation 
of the Electrical Engineers might be a desirable ition 
of that branch of the profession which is responsible for 
the efficient and due carrying out of those rules. 

What is a contractor ? What is a manufacturer ? The 
questions obtrude themselves at every point in the con- 
sideration of the agreement. Apparently, whether a firm 
considers itself a manufacturing or contracting house, 
depends upon the branch in which it is engaged at the 
commencement of its business. Viewing the fact that many 
manufacturers do contracting, and many large contractors 
manufacture, we see a constant difficulty with which both 
branches will have to contend. 

As contractors are binding themselves to support those 
firms who аге members of the Mannfacturers’ Association, it 
follows definitely that they cannot deal with their fellow 
contractors who manufacture, and apparently what we 
would call a manufacturing contractor is not eligible for 
membership of the Manufacturers’ Association. This has, 
dcubtless, not been overlooked, but it will entail a great deal 
of hesitancy on the part of an aspirant to membership as to 
which flag he will swear his allegiance to, though it must 
naturally be assumed that applicants for membership would 
wish to join the Association with which the balk of their 


work most closely identifies them. 
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_An argument which finds some favour, chiefly from the 
contracting side, is that firms engaged in business in both 
branches, and having them run separately, should be at 


liberty to join both Associations, but we opine that the time 


is not far distant when the trade, as a result of its organisa- 
tion, will have unravelled many of the entanglements which 
surround it, and the manufacturers and contractors finally 
understanding that their interests are identical, will combine 
their organisations, and unite as the Electrical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Such a body, with the common 
interest of the trade at heart, would be in a position to cor- 
rect any abuses and repress the irregularities freely com- 
plained of on both sides, with sub-sections representing 
the various interests, whether contractors, manufacturers and 
cable and plant manufacturers. The whole matter seems to 
present 80 many involved pointe, that fusion must in the end 
be inevitable, unless in consequence of the work of the Asso- 
ciations the trade reaches that millennial perfection which 
shall render all such associations unnecessary and superfluous. 


REVIEWS. 


Elementary Telegraphy and Telephony. 
Свотсн. London: E. & F. N. Spon. 


The author of this book, who is one of the staff of the 
Engineer-in-Chief's Office, General Postj Office, and is a 
Silver Medallist in Telegraphy, has done a distinct service 
in compiling the work. Speaking generally, the book may 
be described as a condensation of the well-known ** Preece 
and Sivewright’s Telegraphy," and it is intended to cover 
the intermediate ground between electricity and magnetism 
proper and the twin subjecte of telegrapby and telephony ; 
for this purpose the book is extremely well designed. The 
general contents are as follows :—I. Magnetism; II. Ter- 
restrial Magnetism—Magnetic Theory; III. Static Elec- 
tricity; IV. Electrostatic Induction—Condensers; V. 
Dynamic Electricitv—The Voltaic Cell; VI. Primary and 
Secondary Cells: VII. Resistance, Current and Eleotro- 
motive Force; VIII. Effects of Current—Galvanometers ; 
IX. Induction; X. Cross-Section—Combined Resistances ; 
XI. Joining-up of Cells Universal Battery System; XII. 
Telegrapby: Single Needle—Sounder; XIII. Relays— 
Double-Current Working; XIV. Wheatstone A B C— 
Steljes Recorder; XV. Differential Duplex; XVI. Bridge 
Duplex; XVII. Submarine; 
XIX. Telegraph and Telephone Lines; XX. Elements of 
Testing. 

It will be seen that the ground covered is limited, and yet 
is sufficient to enable those who are desirous of obtaining 
information without too much detail to acquire the same at 
their leisure. Written by a practical man, the information 
given is thoroughly sound and up to date, whilst the general 
get up of the book is in Messrs. Spon’s usual excellent 
0 We have no hesitation in heartily recommending the 
wor 


By ARTHUR 


Whitlaker's Electrical Engineer's Pocket-book. Edited by 
KENELM EpGcuMBE. Losdon: Whittaker & Co. 1903. 
Price 3s, 6d. net. 


This new work is intended to give not merely s 
heterogeneous collection of rules and formula, but rather a 
synopsis of condensed and accurate information on each 
subject dealt with, supplemented by references to publica- 
tions containing more detailed treatises. Certain sections 
have been specially written for this volame by authors whose 
names are attached. It is no easy matter to adequately 
review a new work of this kind ; but, so far as we have 
been able to discover, the data are correct and abundant, 
and the information on the whole of a usefal description. 
Naturally, the book is not faultless, and errs at times in the 
Selection of the matter; for example, under the head 
“ Three-wire Low-pressure Direct-current System,” no idea 
whatever is given as to what the system is, what ratio of 
sections is generally employed, or any other practical data, 
While ita chief advantage is said to be the fact that it allows 
of storage! It is stated on the next page that 100 cycles 
per second is, up to the present, the frequency most largely 


XVIII. The Telephone; 


thing seems to 


in use, but that there is a distinct tendency towards the 
adoption of frequencies of about 50; as a matter of fact, 50 
is the most common frequency. | 

However, we have found very few instances of this nature, 
and the more we examine the book, the more we like it. 
Besides the usual introductory sections, electrical tables, &c., 
there are articles on magnetism and electricity ; measuring 
instruments; dynamos, motors and alternating-current . 
machinery (very fully treated): transmission of power: 
traction; central stations; switchgear; a very useful 
section on estimating, with average prices; 
chemistry ; and legal information. The index, a very im- 
portant part of the work, is quite inadequate, and ahonld be 
greatly extended : but, nevertheless, the book is unquestion- 
ably a valuable addition to eleotro-technical literature. 


Calculating Scale: A Substitute for the Slide Rule. Bv W. 
KNowLES. B.A., B.Sc. London: E. and F. N. Spon, 
Ltd. 1908. 


This is a curious attempt to provide an equivalent for the 
slide rule, in the shape of two adjoining scales—one divided 
logarithmically, the other uniformly—100 in. long, divided 
into strips 5 in. long, which are printed side by side on four 
pages. Calculations are made by adding or subtracting 
lengths, &c., not as in the slide rule by a mechanical, but by 
& mental or arithmetical process, Doubtless, as the author 
states, resulte can be obtained by this means as accurate as 
those from a four-figure table of logarithms; whether with 
less trouble, as he suggests, is somewhat doubtful, and we 
should certainly prefer a 20-in. slide rule. 


Patent Office Inbrary Serves. 

The staff of the Patent Office Library is indefatigable in 
its efforts to facilitate the labours of searchers, both in the 
Search Department proper and in the excellent library of 
technical literature with which it is associated. . To this end 
additions are constantly being made to the above-named 
series, and new editions of the existing guides are being 
issued to keep the contents as nearly up to date as possible. 
We need do no more here than draw attention to the series, 
which includes a guide to the Search Department, and a 
number of subject lists relating to specific branches of tech- 
nology, Those who have occasion to conduct such researches 
cannot do better than arm themselves with the anpropriate 
handbooks. which are published at the Patent Office at the 
uniform price of 6d. each. 


Munro and Jamieson’s Pocket-Book of Electrical Rules and 
Tables. By J. Munro and A. Jamieson, M. Inst. C. E. 
16th edition. London: Chas. Griffin & Co., Ltd. 1908. 
Price 8s. 6d. 


The only way to deal with this inquire-within-upon-every- 
be the random shot system. We are not 
prepared to read it through seriatim! We learn from the 
preface that much matter has been deleted; this is a process 
which, though no doubt painful, is quite essential if a work of 


this description is to be kept up to date. It is most annoying, 


on reference to a formula-book, to find half-a-dozen different 
and discordant rules for ascertaining a desired result ; the 
dictum of the best authority should alone be inserted. 
There is a danger also of descriptive matter entering too 
largely into the work; but the book under consideration 
is remarkably free from this common fault. A number of 
important new measuring instruments and methcds have 
been dealt witk in the new edition, and new tabular 
data relating to the resistances of metals and solutions 
have been added. Modern rermeability tables have been 
inserted, though Hopkinson’s classic, but now obsolete, 
tables, are still retained in place. 

Turning to the index, we do not find an entry for 
* Single-phase Motors,” or even for Motors—Single- 
phase.” Looking up “ Motors—Alternate-current " as the 
nearest approximation, we find (p. 496): —“ Alternate- 
current Motors.—Motors to work in circuits supplied with 
alternate currents are now a practical success ; for example, 
Mordey’s alternate current machines.” | 


In the year 1908 we need not comment on this extra- 
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ordinary psragraph—which stands alone. There are, how- 
ever, elsewhere a few pages on polyphase motors. 

We also looked for “Slide rule” ; we regret to find no men- 
tion of this indispensable companion of the engineer. 
Next, Power factor,” but with a similar result; likewise 
* Choking coil," * Welding," © Automobile,’ These sub- 
jects may be dealt with in the volume; we only 
say they are not indexed. ©“ Booster,” when turned 
up, proves to relate only to the alternating current 
type. We must in justice add that we have sought other 
test references, and found them properly indexed. The index 
is the soul of such a work as this, and ought to receive as 
much attention as the text. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that we do not yet 
regard the “ Wee Bookie as perfect; but we admit that it 
is well on in that direction. | 


Watch Repairing, Cleaning and Adjusting. By F. J. 
GARRARD. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. 


As far as we are aware, there is no book, in the English 
language at least, which is on precisely the same lines as 
that of Mr. Garrard. No man is so competent to write on 
any mechanical subject like that in question, as one who has 
served an apprenticeship at the trade and has worked at the 
bench, provided, of oourge, that he has literary talent also. 
* Wrinkles" innumerable are known to the bench-worker, 
and these are seldom heard of by the outsider, to whom, in 
many cases, they would be invaluable. 

The author has included, in the 19 chapters of which 
the work consists, а great amount of matter very concisely 
expressed; the illustrations are numerous and very 
clear. The various defects which are likely to be met with 
in watch work are very plainly mentioned, and although 
doubtless the information given is not absolutely complete, 
it is certainly very full. We can confidently say that all 
interested in the subject may possess the book with very 
great advantage. 


The Internal Wiring of Buildings. By H. M. Lear. 
Archibald Corstable & Co., Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. 


This work, © revised and enlarged," i: the second edition 
of the original, published in 1898. The enlargement 
apparently consists of an additional chapter on electr:city 
meters and of certain fittings used for high voltage circuits. 
As for the revision, we cannot state where this has taken 
place without detailed reference to the first edition, but it is 
signalised to a certain extent by omission as well as by com- 
mission. It was somewhat unfortunate for the author that 
the 1903 revised rules of the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers were published at or about the time when his book was 
in the press; but we understand that the publishers have 
expressed their willingness to exchange any copy of the book 


containing the 1897 Rules for an issue which they have 


prepared since the new rules were published. Presumably 
the references in the book to the old rules will have been 
corrected by the author, otherwise confusion will most 
certainly result, as the issue at present under review contains 
several statements not quite up-to-date. For instance, on 
p. 59 we are told that both positive and negative con- 
ductors should not be placed in the same casing,"— 
although the 1903 rules allow of this being 
done. Again it is said of casing tbat“ in spite of 
the rival claims of other methods . . it will probably 
hold its own on ac^ount of its cheapness and the ease with 
which it can be fixed." We believe, however, that it has 
been clearly proved that when wires are threaded through 
close-joint conduits (however reprehensible this generally 
adopted system of wiring may be) the cost of installing is 
less than with casing, mainly on account of the labour, We 
are glad to notice that the author plumps for thorough 
work and deprecates the undue cutting of prices at present 
in vogue. Ніз chapter on Costs and Estimates for Wiring" 
is particularly of interest to the consumer, as is also the 
new chapter on “ Electricity Meters,” at least во far as the 


first part is concerned, which contains a lucid exposition of 


the various systems of charging. We do not much care for 
the system of numbering the illustrations; in the same 
chapter the same number is used more than once, and many 


apart 


figures are altogether unnumbered. With the exception of 
this and of a few statements which have escaped revision, 
such as we have indicated, the book can be recommended to 
the student who is leaving college to take up practical work, 
or to the pupil et electricity works, or in a wiring firm. To 
the wireman, pure and simple, it would be of little use, and 
to his * mate" who is learning, none. When Mr. Leaf 
next revises his work, we suggest that it could be greatly 
improved by а more concise and systematised method of 
chapters and paragraphs, instead of what is now rather a 
conversational style. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON LONDON 


TRAFFIC. 


THe Royal Commission on London Locomotion resumed its 
sittings on Thursday of last week at the Westminster Palace Hotel, 
Sir David Barbour presiding. 

Mr. A. J. Hor Eis, the late chairman of the Works Committee 
of the Marylebone Borough Council, gave evidence on bshalf of 
a conference of the Metropolitan Borough Councils of Hampstead, 
Kensington, Paddin zton, St. Marylebone and St. Pancras. The 
witness stated that the conference was strongly opposed to the pro- 
posal of the London County Council to amend the Standing O 
of Parliament, under which Borough Councils had the right to 
grant or withhold their consent in connection with tramway 
schemes. They were also of opinion that when street widenings 
were needed for any proposed new tramways, the cost should be 
borne entirely by tbe tramway undertaking snd not one-third only, 
the remaining two-thirds being charged as improvements. He 
would suggest that the L.O.C. should be in the same position as a 
company in promoting tramway schemes. If a company was will- 
ing to pay out of its own pocket for the necessary widenings, the 
Borough Councils should not be placed in a worse position when 
the L. C. C. were the promoters. The effect of a tramway in a basy 
thoroughfare was not to relieve but rather to create 
congestion of traffic, especially in the case of a good service of 
of cars, as all the ordinary vehicular traffic was driven to the sides 
of the road. They did not consider that busy thoroughfares, even 
if they formed part of a great main road, should be used for what 
was practically a railway, to the great disadvantage of other wheeled 
traffic. The conference had considered the matter of tube railways, 
and advocated a Standing Committee, mainly composed of Metro- 
politan Members of Parliament, to consider all new schemes of 
tubes or underground railways affecting the metropolis. They 
were of opinion that Borough Councils should have power to construct 
subways under principal thoroughfares at congested pointe, and 
where tramways crossed at the junction of two or more roads, the 
tramway undertaking should contribute to the cost of such subways. 
A most frequent cause of the blocking of the thoroughfares was the 
breaking up of the streets by gas, water and other companies. 

Alderman TyLer (Bermondsey) gave evidence as to the main 
thoroughfares in the borough which required widening. 

Mr. A. F. Hitts chairman of the Thames Ironworks, Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Co., of Blackwall, stated that he was a large 
employer of labour, and had given much time and thought to 
the question of providing the necessary travelling facilities for 
workmen in London. In 1901, be, ia conjunction with several 
financiers, promoted the North-East London Railway Bill, and the 
Piccadilly and City Railway Bill, and in 1902 an extension was 
promoted from Hammersmith to Piccadilly, and further north at 
Tottenham and Walthamstow, so as to form a complete system of 
underground railways from Hammersmith vid Piccadilly and the 
Strand to the City, and thence to Walthamstow and Tottenham. He 
had bad considerable experience of Parliamentary Committees, and 
he submitted that in many respects their procedure needed amend- 
ment. Through a quirrel between the firm of J. В. Morgan & Co., 
and the London United Tramways, the Bill which they promoted for 
a through route from the east to the west of London was wrecked, 
although they had spent £80,000 on promoting it. To obviate 
the extravagant expenditure and waste now involved by the present 
system of promoting Bills in Parliament, and for the delays and 
difficulties that were now put in the way of trade enterprise, 
altogether frem the legitimate opposition of com- 
peting interests, he would suggest the creation of three 
authorities—an administration authority to deal with the 
existing condition of affairs; a development authority to deal 
with all schemes for the improvement of the existing con- 
dition of affairs, and of a confirming authority to settle finally 
all promotions, whether of private or public enterprise. The 
administration authority should have supreme administrative 
control of all streets, roads and locomotion within the county, and 
sbould generally administer the roads forthe general convenience 
of the public at large. It would also consider the best methods of 
improving the existing means of communication, whether by 
widening, or relaying, or planting with trees, or making new 
thoroughfares or cutting new connections The dev :lopment authority 
should consist of seven members, three paid, to be appointed by 
the Board of Trade, a peer and a Member of Parliament, and a re- 
presentative each of the L.O.C. and the City Corporation. That 
authority would deal officially with all schemes, whether promoted 
by private or public enterprise, for the extension and we d eee 
of London communioations. The paid members should devote 
their whole time to the solation of the pressing problems of London 
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locomotion. The authority should be possessed of judicial functions 
alone ; they should have no power to initiate new schemes, or to 
finance or in any way to undertake the responsibility of new 
developmenf, but they should be empowered to hear all 

ons, and they should be authorised to make recom- 
mendations to promoters who appeared before them for the 
purpose of harmonising and co-ordinating independent schemes 
with a view to securing the greatest common advantage in 
the public interest. All new schemes for the betterment of London 
locomotion, whether promoted by the administration authority or 
by public or private enterprise, should be brought before this 
authority, and in the event of their approving any scheme they 
should be empowered to issue to the promoters a provisional order 
with such recommendations attached as they might think fit. With 
regard to the confirming authority that should consist of five 
members, being a Joint Oommittee of Peers and Commons. Pro- 
moters should appear before that Committee in the ordinary way, 
and the ordinary deposits would be required, but the double expense 
of appearing before two separate Committees of the Lords and 
Commons would be avoided. With the establishment of those three 
tribunals it was probable that the best solution of the present per- 
plexed problem of London locomotion would be found. Even then, 
however, the real root of the difficulty would remain untouched ; 
the most pressing question being the adjustment of the respective 
interests of private and public enterprise. 

Witness instanced the case of tramway undertakings, and said it 
was only under special circumstances that the Huddersfield Corpo- 
ration was allowed to work its tramways, thus creating a precedent. 
In view of the fact that since the L.0.C. took over the South 
London tramways, in 1899, they had succeeded in reducing a work- 
ing annual profit of £104,000 to a loss of £4,000, it seemed plain 


_ that some very prompt interference should be taken for the pro- 


tection of the ра ratepayers. He would suggest thatithe Com- 
missioners should make a recommendation to Parliament that the 
Municipal Purchase Clauses of the Tramways and Electric Lighting 
Acts should be abolished. Those clauses, in his opinion, had 
resulted in England—the home!‘and nursery of engineering enter- 
prise—being years behind such countries as Hungary and Hou- 
mania, whether as regarded electric tramways or electric lighting, 
and it was time that those foundation stones of municipal celf- 
aggrandisement, and those stumbling stones to commercial develop- 
ment, should be cast into the sea of oblivion. At the present time 
there was going on a death stiuggle between private and public 
enterprise, and the true remedy for that civil and commercial war- 
fare wasthe co-partnership of private and public enterprise. He 
did not see any insuperable difficulty in creating such a co-partner- 
ship. He considered that municipal bodies needed to be saved 
from themselves, as regarded their extravagance and inefficiency, 
and the moment was opportune for a declaration by the Oommission 
on that important point. 

On Friday evidence was given by Mr. W. L. Empzn, Mayor of 
Westminster, who once more advocated the constraction of subways 
to avoid street openings. The Town Clerk of Westminster followed 
with evidence bearing in the same direction. 

The Commission adjourned until January 7th. 


——— 
A NEW PRIMARY CELL. 


A NEW form of cell to which the attractive title of “the coal 
battery " has been given, is described by Mr. Hugo Jone, 8c.B., of 
Chicago, in a recent issue of the Western Electrician. This is an 
Ld prim intended to develop electrical energy from coal (vid tin) 
and air (vid nitric acid and mercuric oxide). In its simplest form 
the battery consists of an outer steel vessel containing metallic tin 
as the positive element, a porous cell of carbon containing a carbon 
negative element, iade, A oxide as the oxidant, and an aqueous 
solution (2: 1) of caustic potash, maintained at a temperature of 
160° O., as the electrolyte. The tin is electrolytically attacked at 
the expense of the mercuric oxide on the other side of the diaphragm, 
falling to the bottom of the outer vessel as stannous oxide; the 
mercuric oxide is reduced to metal, and sinks to the bottom of the 
porous pot, whence it is withdrawn by means of a pat The 
mercury recovered is dissolved in nitric acid, and the mercuric 
nitrate is heated to convert it into fresh oxide ready for further 
service, the acid vapours evolved being treated with air and steam 
to regenerate the nitric acid. The stannous oxide is reduced to 
metal in a flat-hearthed furnace by means of coal, and the surplus 
heat from this reduction is caused to effect all the reactions 
previously described. In this way, except for inevitable loeses, 
only coal (of any kind) &nd atmospheric air are congumed, and in 
а somewhat roundabout fashion the current is said to be generated 
from carbon and oxygen. 

Systematically arranged, thei plant includes a reverberatory 
furnace for the reduction of the stannous oxide. The products of 
combustion pass along flues, first steam in a boiler, next 
heating & horizontal drum through which & spiral conveyor forces 
the mercurio nitrate, then playing round the sides of the galvanic 
elements, and finally g to the shaft amongst the coilsof a pipe 
in which the air required to oxidise the nitrous acid and to feed the 
furnace is warmed. The mercury recovered from the cells is forced 
into a closed and jacketed pan standing over the plant, where itis 
treated with nitric acid and steam from the boiler. On opening a 
valve, the mercuric nitrate falls into the drum previously men- 
tioned. The nitrous fumes evolved in that drum and in the pap, 

ogether with some steam, pass into an adjacent condenser, where 
they are oxidised by means of hot air, yielding nitric acid again 
which is collected in & suitable receptacle. 

The cells stand in one of the flues packed for some depth in 


- sand or slag wool to insulate them electrically, and all the plant is 


carefully to avoid losses of heat. In each cell the porous 
carbon pot is centrally by an insulated joint from the closed 
metallic cover of the outer vessel. Arranged concentrically within 
or around this support is a stirrer for the mercuric oxide within 
the cell, and a set of brushesto remove the stannous oxide from the 
tin electrodes in the outer vessel; these are rotated mechanically. 
There is also a siphon for the removal of the mercury, while the 
oxide of tin falls into a basket. The tin plates hang by an elec- 
trical connection from the cover of the outer vessel, which thus 
becomes the negative pole; the positive pole is the portion of the 

rous pot support which lies within the sleeve that insulates it 

rom the rest of the cover. 

On the assumption that the plant is so large that the waste heat 
of the furnace svffices to heat the cells, the efficiency of the cell 
itself is claimed to be 85 per cent. by the inventor, or 90 per cent. 
by Drs. Thurlimann and Beyenbach (Professors of Chemistry in the 
Monadnock School of Assay ing at Chicago). According to Beyen- | 
bach, the consumption of the cell is 3 lbs. of tin per m.H.P.-bour. 
The E. M. F. is said to be 1 06 volte, a cell holding 15 “gallons” of 
liquid yielding 23 amperes with an external resistance of 0 02 ohm. 
Mr. Jone claims that the ( ficiency of the whole apparatus, in terms 
of the latent chemical energy of the coal burnt, is about 66 per 
cent.; Thurlimann says about 49:5 per cent. Jone’s argument as to 
the ultimate efficiency runs thus:—The efficiency of the reduction 
of zinc compounds by means of coal is about 26 per cent.; of this 
half is wasted in the ordinary sinc cell, whose coal efficiency is 
therefore 1:3 per cent. In the reduction of stannous oxide, how- 
ever, the coal is completely burnt to СО», for CO reduces SnO, but 
not ZnO. The efficiency of SnO reduction is therefore 10 per cent. ; 
but since the reaction proceeds at half the temperature needed for 


. ZnO, the loss by radiation, &, is “ halved,” and the actual efficiency 


becomes 10 + 1 = 55 percent. Since, moreover, the SnO from 
tke Jone cell is freshly precipitated, it requires only“ half " the usual 
time to reduce it, and so the whole efficiency becomes 55 + 2 = 
77 cent. Alternatively, the text-books quote about. 25 per cent. 
as the efficiency of the thermal reduction of tin atone (5003), which 
makes the efficiency of the new battery 25 per cent. of 85 per cent. 
—i.¢, 21:5 per cent. But the reduction of BI O, requires а tempera- 
ture of 1,000° C., while that of SnO occurs at 500° O.; this again 
halves the loss of heat (and apparently represents the efficiency of 
Jone's apparatus to be 5277 cent]. Dr. Beyenbach asserts that 
the 3 lbs. of metallic tin oxidised to the atate of stannous oxide 
per и.н.р.-Һоог developed can be regenerated by a consumption 
of 4 lb. of anthracite or j lb. of common coal; and since З lbs, of 
common coal are required to yield an equal amount of electrical 
energy when a steam engine is employed, “Mr. Jone's battery 
affords the means for saving much fuel." 

Owing to the fact that several patent applications are still 
pending, certain improvements in the apparatus cannot be described 
at present. The inventor states that he is now able to dispense 
with mercuric oxide as an oxidant, so that the use of nitric acid as 
an intermediate reagent is no longer necessary. The substance now 
employed as depólariser can be reoxidised directly by atmospheric 
oxygen. The rotating brush for the tin, and the moving stirrer for 
the new oxidant, are no longer required, and several mechanical 
improvements have been effected which simplify the construction of 
the whole plant. | 


TRAMWAY RATING. 


A QUESTION of unusual interest has recently arisen in connection 
with the distinction between a tramway and a light railway. As 
our readers are doubtless aware, the differences between a ''tram- 
way” anda “light railway” are more real than apparent. They 
appeal more to the legal mind than to the mind of the man in tbe 
street; for instance, the West London Tramway running to Kew, 
Richmond, &c., is, in all outward ap ce, the same as the 
London County Council system to the south of the Thames, yet the 
first, is really а light rallway, while the last is a tramway in the eye 
of the law. 

As we have said, the differences between a tramway and a light 
railway are mostly legal, that is to say, the procedure under which 
the necessary powers are obtained is different, and they are worked 
under different statutes, orders and regulations. Once he ha: 
learnt that any given system is a “tramway” or a light railway, 
the lawyer has but little difficulty in answering elementary quet- 
tions. Certain obscure points, however, do : rise from time to time, 
which serve to show the danger of allowing the two systems to bc 
carried on under the same conditions, but subject to different legal 
incidents. We venture to quote the following passage from the 
Law Times :— 

“It is not always easy to distinguish a tramway from a light 
railway, but itis highly important to arrive at & conclusion on tbis 
point, because a light railway is exempt from rating to the extent 
of three-fourths of its total value. An interesting case on this sub- 
ject was argued the other day before the West Riding magistrates 
in connection with the rating of the line on which the Bradford 
Corporation electric cars are run. The ultimate decision will, no 
doubt, be keenly watched, both by local authorities and tramway 
companies in view of the enormous extension throughout the 
country of these methods of traction. In the Bradford case the Cor- 
poration had obtained powers under a local Act to construot a tram- 
way from Thornbury to Stanningley, while а syndicate had alto 
obtained powers to construct a light railway along the same route. 
Subsequently the Corporation took over the syndicate’s undertaking, 


| and elected to utilise their powers in place of the authority con- 
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ferred by their Tramway Act. The rating authorities, in claiming 
from the Corporation the full rate on their lines, argued that this 
line was indivisible from the whole system of the Bradford tram- 
ways, there b»ing no line of demarcation, the same cars being run 
on them as were run over the tram lines, and the electric current 
being supplied from the same generating station. Further, that 
the Corporation were not entitled to the three-fourths reduction, 
because the lines were not used ‘only’ ав а railway. The Corpora- 
tion, on the otber hand, relied on the fact that the Board of Trade 
certificate, given at the time the lines were opened, mentioned that 
they were constructed under powers granted by the Light Railway 
Order. The money for laying the lines had also been borrowed 
under the same order, and a separate account made of the capital 
expenditure. Their contention was, once a light railway, always 
а light railway.’ The magistrates held that, although this might be 
a light railway, yet the Corporation were not entitled to the three- 
fourths reduction upon the rate.” ` 

It is difficult to understand the grounds of the above decision. 
From the lawyer’s point of view, the fact that a light railway 
happens to run along the highway or street does not constitute it a 
tramway, and subject it to the legal liabilities of a tramway system. 
The difficulty has arisen owing to the fact that for some purposes 
a light railway is treated as an ordinary railway, while for otber 
purposes it is treated аз а tramway. For instance, an ordinary rail- 
way is exempt from rating to the extent of three-fourths of its total 
value; in the case under notice, the rating authorities deolined to 
take the view that a light railway was for this purpose an ordinary 
railway. The magistrates apparently decided the case on the general 
ground that a tramway which makes use of a part of the road 1s 
lawfully rated at its full value because the roads are maintained 
out of the rates. They saw no reason why that which is really a 
tramway should be exempt merely because it happens to have been 
inaugurated under a different set of statutes and another procedure. 
We anticipate that the last has not yet been heard of this interest- 
ing case. 


THE FARADAY SOCIETY. 


THE second ordinary meeting of the Faraday Society was held on 
Tuesday, December 8th, in the Library of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers. Prof. A. K. Huntington presided. 

Dr. LrurELDrT gave а short résumé of his paper on The Total 
and Free Energy of the Lead Accumulator.” The most convenient 
form in which to express the concentration of acid in the accumu- 
lator, for the present purpose, is by the molecular function (Z) of 


H480, The heat of the reaction (in equivalents) 
jPb-- 3 PbO, HSO. 7" PbSO,-- H0 
may then be put in the form— 
c ERA „„ 


i X- 42 Ts 
where x is the heat of reaction between the pure materials (in 
absence of water) and Q is the heat of formation of the mixture 
Z H, S0. (1— Z) HzO. Namerical values of this are calculated from 
the experimental data already in existence for ths range Z = 0 to 
Z = 0°25, and the results shown by a curve. The free energy can 
be put in a similar form. A curve is drawn for it, based on E. M. F. 
measurements, and the latter are compared with the vapour pres- 
pures (р) of dilute Н,80, by the thermodynamic relation that takes 
the form 


F 
log? = R { sE.de— Ez | 


(Е = faraday. R= gas constant. E = E.M.F. Т = absolute tem- 
perature). | 

Dr. Odo sent in a short note in which he tested the numbers 
derived from Thomsen's formula, and compared them with those 
derived from Pickering’s experiments. The former all lie below 
the latter, probably because the Thomsen formula does not abso- 
lutely represent the heat of mixture of H;,SO, and Н.О. 

Dr. LowRY made some remarks on tne basis of the sulphate 
theory, observing that sulphating is usually looked upon as a 
“ disease.” | 

Dr. LeasreLDpr, in his reply, said that the adoption of the sulphate 
theory was justified by the fact that measurements of the changes of 
weight in the Pb, PbO, PbSO, and H;SO, agreed tolerably closely 
with those deduced from the equation given in the paper. Sul- 
phating, however, was not the same as the formation of sulphate 
during discharge, where only a film is allowed to form, and is im- 
mediately broken down by the current. 

Mr. J. A. SuTHEBLAND, F. I. C., F.C.8., read a paper entitled 
“Bitumen in Insulating Compositions” (Part I.). The author 
pointe out that few or no reliable data bave been published as to 
the use of bitumen for electrical purposes. The chief source of 
bitumen is Trinidad Lake, where there is estimated to be a quantity 
of 9 million tons, which ap to be renewed to the extent of 
20,000 tons annually. Upwards of 150,000 tons are exported yearly. 
Bitumen is also found in Venezuela, California, and on the shores 
of the Dead Bea; it occurs in some limestone (aspbalt) as an im- 
pregnation, about 10 to 15 per cent. being present, but it does not 
pay to extract it from this source. Its physical and chemical pro- 
perties and constitution, which are fuily dealt with in the paper, 
prove it to be infinitely superior to gas or coal tar for insulation and 
durability, Care should be exercised in refining; the temperature 
should be regulated, or the rasults will be injurious both for paving 
&nd electrical purposes. It is used in cable insulation, and very 
extensively for joint boxes and troughs for “ solid laid ” eables. No 


specification is, however, in use, and the object of this paper is to 
invite discussion aud the views of electrical engineersto assist the 
author in the completion of his experiments, and to enable him to 
draw up a satisfactory definition of bitumen, so that users may 
secure the best results from its valuable non-hygroscopic and insu- 
lating qualities. 

Mr. блвтев referred to Roumanian sources of asphalte. He had 
succeeded in freeing pitch from its carbon, which could then be used 
for arc carbons and electrodes, but the pitch still retained too much 
oxygen to be a satisfactory substitute for bitumen. 

Dr. STEINHART strongly supported the author in his remarks 
regarding the desirability of arriving at some standard tests for 
bitumen. Physical, as well as chemical and electrical teste, were 
required. 

Mr. E. KiLBURN Scorr said that some firms declared that refined 
pitch was as satisfactory as bitumen. Leakage troubles, especially 
where cables were laid round curves, were often caused by the creep- 
ing of the cable—which could be prevented by the use of wooden 
bridges, and was not at all the fault of the filling-in material. 

Papers by Mr. Oowper-Coles and Dr. Perkin were held over, on 
account of the lateness of the hour, until the next meeting. 


LEGAL. 


Cowzrn v. THE Sr. Pancras Borovan COUNCIL. 


Ix the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Thursday, 
December 17th, before Mr. Justice Joyce, Mr. Ноанев, K C., 
applied for an injunction in of an alleged nuisance 
by the defendante’ electric light plant in Great College Street, 
Camden Town, the nuisance being by vibration, noise, smell 
and dust, the dust coming from & refase destructor. The learned 
counsel said that the only solution of the difficulty was for the 
Borough Council to buy up the plantiff's house. They had bought 
all the private houses in Great College Street between the works 
and Pratt Street. The nearest point of the generator station was 
only 40 or 50 ft. away from plaintiff's house. The works were put 
in operation in May last. Complaint was at once made, and 
plaintiff had delayed proceedings from time to time on the repre- 
sentations of the defendants that the nuisance, if it existed, would 
be put an end to shortly. The evidence was very strong as to 
vibration, and it waa stated that ornaments in some of the houses 
were shaken by it, and that the vibration interfered with the 
possibility of sleeping. The defendants had three 750-н.р. engines 
at work, and they said there was considerable vibration; but if a 
sufficient time was given them—say, nine months—the nuisance 
would be abated. 

Mr. Justice Joyce: If I grant an injunction, I should have to 
give tbe defendants some time to remedy the nuisance, 

Mr. YouxGER, K. C., who appeared for the defendants, said that 
if his Lordship granted an injunction, 3,000 consumers would be 
deprived of light, and 22 miles of streets would be in darkness. It 
was the old case of the makers of the enyines. They said it took 
time to adjust engines of this sort, and they were having elaborate 
experiments made to put the thing right. The defendants had met 
the plaintiffs in the most handsome way possible, and they were 
trying to perform their statutory duties with the least possible in- 
convenience to the public. He was prepared to say that, if the 
result of what they were doing was that the vibration could not be 
put right, these three engines would be taken away. 

Mr. Justice Joycm suggested that the case was one for an early 
hearing, and, after some discussion, the trial was fixed for January 
19th next. 


BROOKER AND OTHERS v. THE Оввам ELECTRIC SuPPLY Co. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Thure- 
day (December 17th), before Mr. Justice Joyce, Mr. Hughes, K.C., 
moved for an injunction to restrain the company from so carrying 
on their works as to cause a nuisance by vibration, smoke and noise. 
The learned counsel stated that the plaintiffs had gone to Wey- 
bridge to live in rural quiet, but they found that the defendants 
were carrying on their works in such a way as to cause them a 
nuisance. 

Mr. YounGEB, K. C., for the defendants, said the works were com- 
menced in May, 1902, and this was no case for an interlocutory 
injunction. The first-named plaintiff himself carried on a steam 
laundry, and there must be vibration in his works. 

Mr. HucnzS, K.C., said it had also been suggested that the vibra- 
tion came from oil mills a quarter of a mile down tbe river. 

Mr. Justice Joyce said he would not grant an injanction on the 
motion, which must stand over until the trial. He would advance 
the hearing, and the parties could apply to fix a date for the trial. 


Тнв NATIONAL Co. FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICITY BY 
BECONDARY GENERATORS, LTD., v. GIBBS. 


TRIS matter came before Mr. Justice Farwell in the Chancery Division 
on Thursday, December 17th, for farther consideration. Learned 
COUNSEL said the matter came before the Court for further considera- 
tion on the report of the Master as to the damages recoverable by the 
plaintiff company against the defendante, who was the ad ministratrix 
of the estate ot the defendant Gaulard, now dead. The judgment 
was on July 11th, 1901, when Mr. Justice Oosens-Hardy ordered an 
inquiry as to damages, in favour of the plaintiff company, from the 
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estate of Gaulard, for breach of covenant by Gibbs and Gaulard, who 
sold to the plaintiff company a patent which was bad. On au 
admitted counterclaim jadgment was entered against the plaintiffs 
for £2,581. The Master found damages for the company for the 
amount of £11,600, payable from the estate of Gaulard by reason of 
the breach of covenant in the agreement. The learned counsel 
asked for judgment for that amount. 

His LokpsR said that, as the executrix did not admit assets and 
did notappear, that could not be done. All he could do was to send 
the case back to the Master on the usual administration decree. 

Order accordingly. 


PATENT EXPLOITATION, LTD., v. AMERICAN NOVELTY AND 
Maxuracrugmd Co. Lrp. 


` Iw the Appeal Court last Saturday there was down in the list a 
motion for security of costs in this appeal. It was agreed, how- 
ever, that, as there was ап appeal pending in another case, by the 
same plaintiffe, to the House of Lords, the present ap should 
а over to enable the parties to consider the decision in the 
other case. 


OUR: LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, $c., 
may be made, Answers are furnished by а duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the acouracy of 
the views which he may express. | 


"X" wBITES:—"' Your answer to ‘Inquirer’ in your issue of 
November 27th is interesting to us, inasmuch as we have a similar 
case to deal with, only in our instance the Town Council holds the 
provisional order (although it has not yet commenced the 
erection of the necessary plant, and has, by resolution, objected 
to allow us to supply. 

“ Briefly, the facts are ал follows:—A railway company, whose 
line goes through our property, is anxious that we should supply 
it with current for lighting two stations, paying us a price per 
unit to be agreed upon. 

“ We propose to run bare copper overhead wires (110 volts) to the 
railway company’s boundary, it dealing with the current on its 
own property. Between our generating station and the railway 
there are no roads, either public or private, to cross, and the whole 
of the land intervening is in our holding. The railway company's 
line, alongside which its mains would lead, both crosses under and 
over public roads by bridges, but it would not, of course, be necessary 
to distarb the road surface in any way. 

" We shall esteem it a favour if you will state whether, in your 
opinion, we shall be justified in proce to supply the railway 
company in the face ot the resolution by the Town Council objecting 
to our doing so." 

е 916 cannot be too often pointed out that the Electric Light- 
ing Acts confer no monopoly of the supply of electricity in a dis- 
trict where there happens to be a provisional order. This rule 
applies whether the supply is in the hands of a local authority, as 
in the csse put by ' X," or in the hands of a company. The effect 
of a provisional order is merely to give facilities for the breaking 
up of roads, and the general carrying out of necessary works, while by 
way of return to the public the “ undertakers,” as the holders of 
the order are usually styled, are bound to supply current at uniform 
rates to every person inthe district. But the undertakers can place 
no restriction upon the supply of electricity by any private person to 
his neighbours; the Legislature never having thought it wise to 
restrict private enterprise in this way. Of course, if any person who 
wishes to grant such a supply finds it necessary to cross public 
roads, the local authority, provided that it owns the fee simple 
of the road, may interfere by preventing his suspending wires 
over, or laying them under, the road. But no difficulty of this 
kind arises in the present case. 

In the circumstances, the only statutory enactment which X 
will have to observe, is Sec. 4 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1888, 
which provides that where in any case any electric line or other 
work may have been laid down ín any . . . . position for the 
purpose of supplying electricity in such a manner as not to be entirely 
enclosed within any building or buildings, or where any electric 
line or work so laid down or erected may be used for such purpose 
otherwise than under and subject to the provisions of a license, 
order or special Act, the Board of Trade, if they think fit, may 
. ... Serve проп the person owning or using, or entitled to use, 
such electric line. . . a notice requiring that such line shall only 
be continued or used with due regard to the public safety, and subject 
to such rules of that purpose ag the Board of Trade may from time 
prescribe." 

Regulations of this kind were published in 1897, and a copy of 
the same can probably be obtained at Eyre & Spottiswoode's, 
London, E.C., for a small sum. In asking for them X should 
aak for the Regulations made under Sec. 4 of the Act of 1888.” 
Во far as we can gather from these regulations, there is nothing in 
them which prohibits the use of nakea serial conductors, provided 
they do not cross streets. Every aerial line must be attached to 
supports at intervals not exceeding 200 ft. where the direction of 
the line is straight, or 150 ft. where the direction is carved, or 
where the line makes a horizontal angle at the point of support. 

As an additional precaution, it would be well for “X "to submit 
his plans to the Board of Trade before he commences to erect. 


 Slide-rails, “take-up " being 


| 10: 1 
CORRESPONDENCE. | 

Letters received after first post on Wednesday morning cannot appear 
until the following week. 


Device for Tightening Vertical Belts. 

* Heavy shop” practice has recognised the necessity for 
travellers, and plenty of 'em, and cases now occur where 
the runway of a 40-ton crane is placed at a sufficient 
height to allow a couple of 10-ton ones to be worked on a 
lower separate level. Where groups of machine tools are to 
be driven from countershafts in bays where such a service of 
cranes exists, the power transmission problem may be 
aggravated by floor-room being denied to the motors. 

To meet this snag,” a similar device to that sketched in 
last week's issue was adopted by a prominent electrical 
concern, the sketch of which will explain iteelf. Here the 


shortness of the centres (2 ft. 6 in.) necessitated the use of 
the so-called “silent” high-speed chain-driving ; and, after 
a lapse of four years since erection, it would be interesting 
to learn whether the vibration, presaged by Mr. Kitchen, has 
been the only trouble experienced. It may be noted that 
slotted holes in the hinge-plate obviate the necessity for 
effected. by means of the 
single square-threaded screw which supports the hinge-plate 


horizontally. E. Norman Rogers, 
. No 


Newark-on-Trent, 
December 15th, 1908. 


~ 


Small High-Speed Motors. 


Could you inform me, through your journal, if any films 
make motors working at 4,000 to 5,000 r.p.m., sizes 10 to 
30 B. H. p. direct current. Any information would oblige. 


J. 8. 


Brighton Tramway Extensions. 


In the ELECTRICAL REVIEW for December 11th, “ Traction 
Notes,” а note bearing on this subject implies that just 
under half the members of the Council are opposed to pro- 
gress; but this is not a fact. Eight out of 10 of the 
aldermen and councillors who are opposing this scheme and 
using the power which is rightly theirs as a saving clause by 


declining to vote, are doing во not because they do not 


believe in progress, but because they feel that the present 


time is premature for any further tram extensions along 
Preston Road, seeing that it will. cost from £25,000 to 


£30,000. There is а line already almost parallel with the 
Preston Road, and it is thought. that if a line is run along 


the Preston Road, and assuming tbat a profit of £900 is 


made, a serious falling off must necessarily take place on the 
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other route, i., Baconfield Road. It is for this reason and 
no other, I tbelieve, that about 20 members of the Council 
declined to vote as the only means of stopping this expendi- 
ture, at a time when we are having other large expenses 
looming which must take place. If the Council withdraw 
this scheme and the Bill which they are going to bring into 
Parliament, for another six years, use the £8,000 which they 
tell us the Bill will cost, add to that £2,000 more, and they 
could run the line down the short distance of the Drive into 
the heart of Preston village, which would meet all require- 
ments for the next six years or so, and at the end of that 
time opposition will have vanished, and the time would be 
ripe for trams. But I venture to state that if a poll of the 
town was taken on the matter now, eight out of every 10 
ratepayers, who pay their rates direct, are against this 
extension. 

Now about the indignation meetings ; I myself went to 
several of these meetings, and, as far as I could judge, it 
must have been the speakers who were indignant, to think 
that, after all their trouble in going round the town with a 
red Wii they could not get anyone to come to see them 
eat it. ere was only one meeting in which there was any- 
thing like a full house, and that was at York Place School. 
Some say it was packed. I do not know about this; I can 
only say that a meeting of the unemployed was held in the 
same room the previous evening, and some of the same gentle- 
men who formed the indignation meetings also formed the 
unemployed meeting. This may have been the cause, and at 
this particular meeting a quarter of an hour was allowed the 
opposition to express their views. 

| Mautby Hill. 


Electricity the Scapegoat. 


Damage is undoubtedly sustained by the electrical industry 
owing to the statements so frequently met with in reporta in 
the daily Press of fires, of which the origin is not obvious, to 
the effect that “ itis believed that the cause of the outbreak 
. will be found to be due to the fusing of an electrio wire.” 

Such statements are in nearly all cases the outcome of the 
ignorance of an irresponsible reporter ; they have no founda- 


tion whatever, and are corrected in a day or two when the 


real cause has been ascertained. 

But by then the damage has been done, and frequently 
the correction is not observed by the non-technical reader, 
who has meanwhile decided that nothing will induce him— 
or perhaps more generally her—to install electric light. 

Seeing the fact that electrical fires are such an extreme 
rarity and, in & properly designed and maintained installa- 


tion, practically an impossibility, I write to ask you, Sir, if 


you cannot suggest some means of conveying this fact to 
your non-technical contemporaries in such a way as will 
induce them to discountenance the publication of the 
damaging remark in sheir reports of fires, at least until there 
appears to be some evidence to justify its being made. 

he recent regrettable fire at Sandringham, which might 
have had such awful consequences, has of course, owing to the 
reports first circulated as to its probable origin, led me to 
write this letter. í | 

F. W. E. Jones. 
Leamington Spa, December 17th, 1908. MEC 


[Our correspondent will see that we referred to this sub- 
ject in a leaderette in our issue of the 18th inst. We fear 
it is impossible to prevent the dissemination of these false 
reporta.—Eps. ELEO. REv.] 


Eeonomical Speed Regulation with Continuous Current 
Motors. 


Let me correct Mr. Frank Broadbent's impressions contained 


in the November 13th issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 


relative to the unneceseary elaboration, as he views it, that 
American manufacturers and designers are inclined to take 


in the matter of special systems pertaining to the art of 


independent machine operation by electric motors. 

The form of motor construction hinted at by the writer 
in the October 8rd, 1903, issue of the Electrical World and 
Engineer seeks to overcome just such extremes and in itself 
does not involve intricacy or complication. Compared with 
the ordinary non-speed variable class of motors of similar 
horse-power at the minimum speed, the cost of construction 


is virtually the same, with the additional advantage that 
any range of speed increase is possible, retaining ita horse- 
power rating at all points of the speed range. 

As departures become necessary from the ordinary types, 
there arises, depending upon speed reductions, more or less 
elaboration in the amount of copper and iron. If the con- 
siderations involved in designing a variable speed motor 
were concluded at obtaining the requisite horse-power at the 
lowest speed, Mr. Broadbent’s remarks would be justifiable, 
but such is not the case. Without burdening the subject 
with minor details, the increase of material and weight 
follows directly with reductions of speed, but where variable 
speeds are obtained by field regulation a still greater copper 
weight of the winding is necessary, the copper increasing 
about as the square of the ratio of speed variation. For 
instance, a 5-H.P. motor operating at 1,500 r.p.m. normally, 
to halve the speed (750 r.p.m.) and still permit by field 
regulation to return again to the original epeed, 1,500 r.p.m., 
a ratio of variation of 1 to 2, will necessitate that the iron 
be doubled and the! copper quadrupled; to obtain a speed 
ratio of 1 to 8 will necessitate three times the iron and nine 
times the copper. | 

The construction advocated by the writer involves but an 
imperceptible increase of material over the. non-variable type, 
that is, beyond that required to develop the requisite horse- 
power at the minimum speed. 

The matter of double armatures or armature surfaces is of 
secondary importance, being wholly an economic considera- 
tion in manufacturing, because of the unrestricted extent 
that wire may be heaped upon one armature division, result- 
ing in corresponding diminution of the field strength, size 
and weight of that magnetic circuit division ; but this may 
be left open to question, implying that there is but the one 
armature. The additional poles include the only elaboration 
incurring extra expense, which is barely noticeable in contrast 
with the direct extra cost for copper otherwise essential, Con- 
trary to Mr. Broadbent’s statements bearing upon the suffi- 
ciency of motors ing a speed ratio of 1 to 2, or 1 
to 8, the trade subject matter of any machine tool manu- 
facture will reveal that this range is far from sufficient, other 
than serving for intermediate adjustments auxiliary to 
mechanical changing devices. A machine tool journal 
from which I quote, describes in а manner to be approxi- 
mated, a milling-machine speed range 1 to 30, a shaper 1 to 


. 20, a spindle boring machine 1 to 20, а lathe 1 to 16, a 


drill 1 о 8. One of the main objects of propelling such 
machines independently by electric motors, is the ease of 
control and manipulation, and the innumerable intermediate 
steps provided for by simple electro-mechaniam. 


| Albert F. Hemingway. 
Ohicago, U.S.A., December 5th, 1908. 


Steam Turbo-Generating Plant. 


Mr. Barker in his letter dated the 14th inst. remarks on 
the amount allocated in our works costs to oil, waste, water 
and stores. I may say that the totals are quite correct and 
in no way interfere with the works costs per unit, but the 
allocation at the treasurer’s department has not been accurate. 
Mr. Barker can, however, get all the details he desires by 
purchasing, as any other individual can, a copy of the Cor- 
poration abstract of accounte, which will give him all the 
details he desires, N 

H. N. Thomas, 


General Manager and Engineer. 


Tramways Department, Huddersfield. 
December 17th, 1908. 


Salaries of Municipal Officers. 


May I draw attention to the extremely low salaries being 
offered by a number of municipal authorities to officials. 
Particularly is this so with regard to assistant engineers and 
chief clerks in electric lighting stations, One only needs to 
look back through the technical papers to see assistant 
engineers advertised for at salaries rarely exceeding £2 per 
week, and sometimes as low as 308. Yet these men are 
expected to have had a thorough training in electrical and 
mechanical engineering, combined with central station 
experience of all kinds. | 
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Then as regards chief clerks, one or two have recently 
been advertised for at 30s. and 358. per week. 

Chief clerks at 308. per week !! What is the world coming 
to? It is disgraceful on the part of municipal authorities to 
offer a man about 26 years of age and upwards, with years of 
education and experience, the sum of 308. per week for his 
services. It is not the money of a dustman or labourer, who 
probably cannot write his own name, 

The trouble is that there are always men willing to take 
these positione, very often in the hope that they may lead to 
something better. But if all authorities start the business of 
getting officials at inadequate salaries, these men who live in 
hopes will always do so. | 

To look at the salaries offered, one would think that fat 
pensions were to be given to municipal officers when they 
reach the backwater of life, but at present such is not the 
cage. 

We often hear the remark, * How the poor live!” and 
these words would come forcibly to our minds if we pictured 
an official getting married, dressing respectably, and saving 


p» 


“up for his old age on about 35s. per week. There are 


enough private firms paying salaries grossly inadequate 
without public bodies doing the same. Is it right to offer 
absurd wages just because men are always to be found willing 
to accept ? A man out of work and starving through the 
bankruptcy of his firm would be glad to get work at £1 per 
week, though the position were worth three times the money ; 
and who could blame him? No; the responsibility rests 
with the employer. 

We all know that the important consideration with electric 
lighting stations is that they shall pay ; but this is equally 
important with the majority cf businesses. Moreover, a 
municipal authority is granted a considerable time to pay off 
capital expenditure for electric lighting purposes. | 

There is, unfortanately, always plenty of incompetency in 
business life; but what can be expected with such low 
salaries. Many а man would be an enthusiast at his work, 
but for the fact of being underpaid. You cannot expect a 
man of education to work hard if he is going to r.ceive no 
more money than а dustman. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that municipal authorities 
will act conscientiously in the matter of salaries to their 
servants, and may the time not be far distant when a scheme 
of pensions will come into vogue. 

Desideratum. 

[Our correspondent’s complaint is only too well founded ; 
we have often drawn attention to this matter, without avail. 
However, “ Desideratum may console himself with the 
comfortable reflection that what is saved from his salary 
goes to relieve the rates . . . by slightly reducing the 
annual deficit. —Ens. Errc. REv.] | 


Heating Capacity of Electric Radiators. 


We note in your issue of 18th inst., a letter over the 
symbol * CR." We think the gentleman who wrote this 
might have had the courtesy to inform you that he had 
already been in correspondence with us regarding the matter, 
and we had acknowledged the mistake. 


Under the circumstances, we think it is only fair to us 


for you to publish the letter that we sent to him upon the 
subject. | 

° Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., 

| G. E. Sans. = 
December 2181, 1908. 


Dear Sir,—We are in receipt of your favour of 11th inst., and оп 
referring back we find that for some unaccountable reason our works 
did wire your stove for 800 watts. Owing to the fact that it was 
ordered for two switches, they took upon themselves to do this, 
without first referring to you—the usual practice when only wiring 
for 400 watts is to put it on one awitch. | 

However, if you will return same to us, at our expense, we will 
put it right for you immediately.— Yours truly, 

FALE, STADELMANN & Co, LTD. . 


D.cémber 14th, 1903. (Signed) G. E. SARB. 


We indignantly repudiate the statement made by Mesers. 
Falk, Stadelmann & Oo., in the Correspondence" columns 
of last week, that it was distinctly understood that we should 
insert no further lettera in the columns of the ELEOTRICAL 
REvIEW on the above subject if they lent us one of their 


stoves for the purpose of testing. It is true that we pro- 
mised to oease our correspondence on their undertaking to 
withdraw certain statements made by them in their cata- 
logue, but they were unwilling to do so. | ; 

Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co. were quite right in sup- 
posing that it would be a matter of interest to us to learn 
that they had made tests on one of our heaters; it would, 
however, have been still more interesting to have had the 
full data referring to these teats, and it is a matter of sur- 
prise that they should not have volunteered to supply them, 
and thus expose the fallacy of thinking that an electrical 


heater can have a greater electrical efficiency than 100 


per cent. | 

The absurd allegation that we have no knowledge of 
what our heaters can do, does not, we think, call for any 
reply. | | 

Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Со. appear to be still of the 
opinion that to the peculiar construction of their heaters 
must be attributed their “superior efficiency,” and, though 
it is improbable that anyone who has read the correspond- 
ence that has ensued will agree with them on this point, we 
feel sure that no one will, after perusal of ‘‘C?R’s letter, 
dispute their claim as far as peculiarity of construction is 
concerned ! | 

We have already given our reasons for not accepting 
Messrs. Falk, Ntadelmann & Co.’s proposal in your issue of 
the 4th inst., and though we appreciate their discretion in 
having persistently ignored all theoretical considerations, — 
we have, for this reason, no intention of continuing this 
controversy. ! 

Thanking you for your courtesy in having afforded us 
the opportunity of airing a matter about which there has 
always been a considerable amount of misunderstanding. 

The British Prometheus Co., Ltd. 
Н. Skrrwrrz, Jfanager. ` 
Kingston-on-Thames, Е 
December 19th, 1908. 


[Our correspondent’s letter was somewhat heated—perhaps 
an unavoidable feature, considering the subject of this 
correspondence, and a testimony to the efficacy of electric 
radiators—and remembering the season, we have thought it 
justifiable to slightly cool one or two expressions. We think 
that this correspondence may now be dropped.— Eps. ELEO. 
REv. | ; | 


Packing Goods for Abroad, 


In your last number I notice some remarks on packing 
goods shipped to South Africa. During my time in Cape 
Colony I had the pleasure (?) of working on some cells 
supplied to an electrical. station at Cape Town by a 
well-known Colonial firm. These cells (250 in number) 
were German in make, and out of 240 cells, at least, one-half 
were badly “ pitted.” Ten cells had holes in them as large 
ав à crown piece, and had to be patched up before they would 
even hold water. The plates supplied with them were also 
very much the worse for wear, as the filling was quite loose. 
In the British Islands I have seen some American car cut- 
outs (or rather circuit-breaking automatic switches) packed 
with so much grease on them that they had to be taken to 
pieces and cleaned before they would work. From this 1 
think that there is just as much bad: packing in the States 


and on the Continent as in the old country. 
Packer. 


. The Working of the Maximum Demand System. 


It is possible that the explanation given in the foot-note 
to Mr. Hoyles’s letter is correct. Another solution is, how- 
ever, more probable. Most engineers having anything to 
do with the demand indicators mentioned, are aware that the 
latter have the peculiarity of sometimes altering their zero. 
For instance, a new instrument will be put on circnit 
reading zero correctly. After, say, three months’ working it 
should, of course, on resetting read zero again. It is fre- 
quently found, however, that the level of the liquid is con- 
siderably higher. In a case which recently came under my 
notice, a 25-ampere Reason indicator was found on testing to 
have a zero error of 8 amperes. This suggests an adaptation 
of a well-known quotation to Omnia mutantur et indica- 
tores quoque mutantur in illis," PE 
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By-watching the resetting of his indicator and taking care 
that there is no load on at the time, Mr. Hoyles can easily 
find out whether his indicator has taken for its motto— 
„Excelsior!“ | 


December 20th, 1908. 


R. A. 


Edison ү. Lead Accumulator. 


For over two years the expectant public has awaited the 
advent of the Edison accumulator, which was going to 
revolutionise the electrical traction world, and give the poor 
a cheap and effective means of locomotion. At last the 
dreaded day arrived, and on November 26th a lecture was 
delivered on the Edison Accumulator by Mr. Hibbert, 
A. M. I. E. E. The lecture was carefully and skilfully pre- 
pared, but the figures and description of the runs are liable 
to mislead one. Great stress was put on the 908 miles’ run, 
and the impression of the average man in the street was, 
that the car ran for 500 miles on one .charge, and it is only 
by carefully reading and having a good knowledge of. accu- 
mulators that one discovers that fora 160 or 170 miles’ run 
the battery would require charging five or six times, so that 
for an average run of each 30 miles the battery would 


THE EDISON ACCUMULATOR. 


Discharge in run on September 9th, 1903. Battery of 88 cells made especially 
for traction tests. The discharge was at 48 amperes rate for 3} hours. The 
weight of the cell is given at 17:8 lbs. The total capacity = 160 watt-hours, or 
11:2 watt-hours per lb. The curve No. 8 was given as representing the fall of 


potential, and from this the energy, curve “ A," is calculated. 


require a fresh charge. Other sources of error in which the 
non-professional may fall are:—(1) That all the measures 
are in ampere-hours, which may give a wrong conception of 
the energy of the accumulator. (2) The curves represent 
ampere-hours and the rates are not given, except for very 
small cells, where it is only 0:15, 0°35 and 0°65 ampere 
required for electric bells; and (3) the efficiency is very low. 
The worst lead accumulator will give 80 per cent. in power. 
Curve B has given an efficiency of 92 per cent. in power on 
traction load for over 14 months. How does this compare 
with runs of 80 to 100 miles made by lead accumulators ? 
Only in one instance is the rate of discharge given, viz., the 
run on September 9th, the potential difference is referred to 
in curve 8. The energy curve А is such that a lead accumu- 
lator maker would be ashamed to publish or even show to 
his friends, We give the curve below as one in comparison 
with a lately made official discharge of a cell, and we regret 
that we have not in our possession authentic curves of 
discharges from the E.P.S., Rosenthal, Leitner, Elieson and 
Fulmen Companies, any of which would no doubt put the 
Edison accnmulator in the shade. But we must deal with 
authentic facts, and this is why we enclose curves of the 
B and с. On comparison, these curves speak for themselves. 

It would be interesting to know in what (apart from the 
magic name of Edison) his battery is superior to any of the 
above-named lead accumulators, as it seems, by the figures 
given, to be inferior in every respect, and supposing that by 
want of care the vent hole of a cell became clogged up and it 


exploded, under what Act can damages be claimed. Is it 
under the Explosives Act ? 

In conclusion, I must remark that out of the 38 cella 
sent here for special trial 2 were defective. 


One who has Worked in KHO Solution. 


Electrical Contractors and Manufacturers. 


Your last week’s issue contains a lengthy letter from Mr. 
Rashleigh Phipps, but it is quite evident from its contents 
that he is anxious to draw away from the subject under 
discussion. 

We raised objection to his letter to us dated 7th inst., the 
text of which you were good enough to publish in your issue 
dated 11th inst., and he does not offer a word in justification 
of the remarkable contents of this letter, or attempt to prove 
that we are wrong in our opinion that it is an attempt to 
gain members to the Association, and also an attempt at 
coercion. As we were only dealing with this letter, and not 
with the objects of the Association, it was not necessary for 
us to obtain particulars, as he suggesta, before replying. We 
rather like the words * friendly action to suggest to several 
firms of manufacturers with whom we had dealings," &c. 


. 
* | 1° 2 
R i 
«— AY Nol ip PTT тебу so 
Ф è | P orm pos tt 
rr. TM V WE n Farm po ‘ 
Eu M | Kg Gt 
! + 
; | ent Иий 222 мег моо ча 
л P WES P. С, Э — — Y waved 


THE WORLDAC AOCUMULATOR, CURVE “B.” 


Official discharge made by the chief engineer of the Southend-on-Sea Co 
poration Works, as described in ELECTRICAL Review, September 4th, 1908. Five 
plates were taken froin the above battery after it nud done over 800 disc 
on traction and lighting loads, with an average efficiency of 92 per cent. in 
power. The plates for this battery were made specially strong to meet the 10 
8 maintenance, and therefore we give also the carve C, which was a 

ischarge made 70 Prof. Hospitalier, of the Municipal School of Electricity and 
Chemistry of Paris, as descri in the ELECTRICAL Revirw, April 14th, 1899. 
Traction cell 11 plates. Weight, omplete with acid, 82 Ibs, 


We appear to have been in error in assuming that the 
National Electrical Contiactors’ Association and the National 
Electrical Manufacturers’ Association were, to some extent, 
one and the same body. We learn that they are absolutely 
distinct organisations, although one would be weak without 
the other, and their agreement joins them together ; this 
disposes of one of Mr. Phipps’ bristles. 

We made a mistake in assuming that Mr. Phipps was in 
any way responsible for the formation of the National 
Electrical Contractors’ Association; we did not say that he 
was, we merely stated that we were under this impression, 
but it appears that he is only a past president, so this disposes 
of bristle No. 2, and we do not find any more. 

Just after we “ rushed into print" we received a letter 
from Mr. Davenport, enclosing a copy of the agreement 
between the two associations. The copy is marked “ confi- 
dential,” so we refrain from making any extracts from it, 
we only venture to remark that, speaking broadly, a mode- 
rate policy might have been more worthy of success: why not 
a preferential arrangement between members of the two 
associations, instead of a boycott against manufacturers not in 
the association? It might then obtaiu some sort of footing. 
The present scheme is likely to be unworkable, as contractors 
must buy in the most favourable market, of course, taking 
quality into consideration when the opportunity happily 
occurs. | 

Still, we are not writing to show our hostility to the asso- 
ciations; we distinctly stated in our letter to Messrs. Phipps 
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that we might be in sympathy with some of their objecta, we 
undoubtedly are now that we have seen their agreement. 

Of course it was by a mere coincidence that Mr. Davenport's 
letter, which accompanied his copy of agreement, should 
have been marked * sent, you by request; we did not ask him 
to send it, only it closely followed Mr. Phipps's letter, just 
allowing us time to “rush into print before it arrived. | 


Ernest F. Moy, Ltd., 
| E. F. Moy, Managing Director. 
Camden Town, N.W., 
December 19th, 1903. 


The Eleetrical Manufacturers’ and Contractors’ Agreement, 


We have much pleasure in handing you herewith a digest 
of the agreement between the National Electrical Contractors’ 
Association and the National Electrical Manufacturers’ 
Association, and shall be much obliged by your inserting the 
same in your next issue, 

Thos. Gathrie, Secretary. 
National Electrical Contractors’ Association, 


Walter Davenport, Secretary, 
National Electrical Manutacturers’ Association, 


London, S.E., December 2180, 1903. 


Particulars of agreement between the National Electrical Contractors? 
Association and the National Electrical Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion :— 

The contractors are composed of a number of firms carrying on 
business as electrical contractors in Great Britain and Ireland, who 
have associated themselves together for the purpose of protecting 
and advancing the character, status and interests of electrical con- 
tractors in Great Britain and Ireland, and the manufacturers are 
composed of a number of manufacturing firms, who have associated 
themselves together with a view of protecting and advancing the 
character, status and interests of electrical manufacturers and 
supply houses in Great Britain and Ireland. 

At a joint meeting of both Associations an agreement was entere 
into, of which the following are the principal points :— 

The contractors and manufacturers will not allow trade discounta 
to architects, consulting engineers, and other persons or firms who 
cannot fairly be considered entitled to be electrical contractors, 
wholesale factors or a trade house. 

It is also provided that members of the said Contractors’ Associa- 
tion will confine their dealings to the members of the Manufac- 
turers’ Association, and the latter Association agree to give the 
ssrt of the Contractors’ Association an exclusive bonus for this 
benefit. 

The manufacturers agree not to give trade discount or terms to 

-any but a trade buyer. Businesses having their own electrical 

engineering or electrical trading department under the super- 

vision of & qualified electrical engineer are to be considered as a 

trade house, also all goods for shipment delivered direct to the 

. docks shall likewise come under the heading of trade buying. 

. Exceptions are made in the case of railway companies, Govern- 

ment послав and others requiring goods by public tender 

who will be entitled to trade privileges. 

The agreement made between the two Associations will become 
operative from January lst, 1904, and an Arbitration Committee, 
consisting of four members from each Association, has been elected 
to deal with questions arising out of the agreement, and with 
matters of general interest. The Committee consists of the fol- 
lowing members :— 

For the Contractors’ Association: 

(a) E. L. Berry (E. L. Berry, Harrison & Co., London), Pre- 
sident, London Electrical Contractors' Association. 

(4) J. McDermott (Lancashire Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Ashton-under-Lyne). 

(c) A. Rashleigh Phipps (Rashleigh Phipps & Co., London). 

. (d) W. R. Rawlings (Rawlings Bros., Ltd., London), President, 

National Contractors’ Association. 

For the Manufacturers’ Association : — 

(a) Н. Bevis (General Electric Co., Ltd., London). 

(b) C. S. Northcote (Veritys, Ltd., London). 

(с) H. Oppenheimer (International Electric Co., London). 

(d) S. Patersen (Johnson & Phillips, London). 

In addition to the Committee, Mr. Tweedy Smith, of Mesars. 
Turner & Co., solicitors, has been appointed umpire to act in case 
of any dispute arising under the agreement. 

Mr. Thos. Guthrie, 46, Queen Victoria Street, London, E. C., is 
secretary to the National Electrical Contractors’ Association ; and 
Mr. Walter Davenport, Ridler Place, Holland Street, Blackfriars, 
London, S. E., is secretary of the National Electrical Manufacturers’ 
Association. 


* E. H. W.," Bridgend.— Your name and address were 
omitted from your letter. We may say, however, that the 
subject of wood casing versus steel tubing has been so often 
and so fully discussed in our pages that we cannot at present 
spare space for a renewal of the controversy. It is unwise 
to say that any system is universally **the best" ; so much 
depends upon circumstances.—Eps, ELEC. Rev. 


МАМЕ OF Maker WANTED.—A correspondent wants to 


know the name and address of the makers of the Clarke 


intercommunication telephone sets. 


THE STRIKE CLAUSE. 


Тике all who have to do with works the execution of which 
extends over a long period of time, electrical contractors are 
deeply interested in what is known as the “strike clause," 
which is inserted in every contract of any magnitude. In 
former days the absence of such a clause was frequently 
used by trade union organisers as a lever wherewith to bring 
employers to their knees when disputes arose with workmen ; 
the result. of a strike clause is to shift the burden of 
responsibility from the contractors who are under agreement 
to do the work to those who employ them to do it. 

The strike clause has recently come before the Courts in 
the case of re An Arbitration between Allison & Co. and Rose 
Richards, which was heard by Mr, Justice Wright on Novem- 
ber 5th. In that case an important question relating to the 
allowance or disallowance of holidays as lay days was 
decided. It appears that on April 1st, 1903, the plaintiffs 
entered into a charter party to carry a cargo of coal on their 
steamship to Leghorn. The charter party contained a 
clause providing as follows :— 

“The cargo to be loaded in 130 running hours (excluding 
Sundays, Custom House, colliery, and local holidays, Easter Mon- 
day and Tuesday, Whit Monday and Tuesday)" And further: 
" Any time lost through riots, strikes, lock-outs, or any dispute 
between masters and men occasioning a stoppage of pitmen, trim- 
mers, or other hands connected with the working or delivery of the 
coal for which the steamer is stemmed ; or by reason of accidents 
to mines or machinery, obstructions on the railway or in the docks, 
or by reason of Поойв, frosts, fogs, storms, or any cause beyond the 
ано of the charterers, not to be compnted as part of the loading 
time." 

The colliers belonging to the colliery from which the coal 
was taken gave notice that they would work on Good Friday 
and the next day, but that they would take the Wednesday 
after Easter Monday, and on that day all work was stopped. 
It was contended on the part of the plaintiffs that demur- 
rage was payable in respect of the Wednesday upon which 
the men refused to work, inasmuch as it was not a holiday” 
within the meaning of that term, as used in the charter 
party. Further, it could not be said to be a stoppage caused 
by a strike, as there was no dispute with the masters, who 
had done nothing either by way of approval or disapproval. 
It was argued on the other side that although this Wednesday 
may not have been a holiday within the meaning of the 
charter party, yet the stoppage on that day was a stoppage 
ejusdem generis with loss of time caused by strikes, lock-outs, 
&c. Mr. Justice Wright gave judgment for the defendants. 
He said: This was a holiday not within the control of the 
masters, and was, therefore, not within the exception con- 
tained in the charter party. . . . 1 am inclined to 
think, however, that a holiday taken by the men without 
the concurrence of the masters, is sufficiently ejusdem generis 
with stoppage of work caused by a dispute between masters 
and men, and perhaps of strikes, and therefore within the 
exception.” 

A glance at the above decision shows that it is of far 
reaching importance, for it involves a very considerable 
extension of the operation of the well-known “strike 
clauses," which is of such vital interest to employers of 
labour. As is well known, the strike clause takes it out 
of the power of workmen to dictate terms to their masters, 
as it prevents actions being brought against contractors 
who are unable to fulfil their contracts to time owing to 
labour troubles. In declaring that a holiday taken 
arbitrarily by the men is a stoppage ejusdem generis with a 
strike, Mr. Justice Wright has still further increased the 
value of the clanse. A concrete example may serve to 
illustrate our meaning. The famous “stop-day’’ case, 
which involved a large number of colliery owners in South 
Wales in litigation with the South Wales Miners’ Federa- 
tion, arose out of the declaration of certain stop days by the 
officials of the Union. The stop days resulted in enormous 
loss to the coulowners, and it is probable that some of this loss 
was attributable to the fact that time contracts were broken. 
It may be, of course, that the companies were protected by 


¢ 
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special clauses which included “stop days”; but if they 
were merely protected by clauses similar to that before Mr. 
Justice Wright, the learned judge's recent interpretation 
would have excused them from all liability. As to the 
. effect of this decision, it is certainly of the greatest advan- 
tage to employers. Ship owners, however, will probably not 
look upon it with so much favour. | 


LITIGATION OR COMPROMISE ? 


a 


[FROM A LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR. | 


THE opening of an electric tramway to the public very 
naturally gives rise to speculation upon, and attempted 
answers to, the question, Will it pay ? The average man is 
convinced that this momentous question can be answered by 
reference to a few figures. He ascertains the cost of con- 
struction, and makes this a basis for estimating the capital 
value of the undertaking. He next looks at the prospective 
gross annual income, and, after making due allowance for 
cost of working, depreciation, and so forth, he simply con- 
siders whether the net income is sufficient to pay a proper 
dividend upon the capital which has been laid out; and 
after these investigations he considers himself in a position 
to pronounce judgment. To him the computation is a mere 
matter of account. 

But the matter is presented in a very different light to 
those who have to keep down working expenses as much as 
possible. Under the head of working expenses there are many 
oitgoings which increase as the mileage is increased, and the 
amount of which can be safely estimated for years ahead. 
But there is one item of expenditure under the head of 
“working expenses" which is not by any means capable of 


easy computation, and which is,always a source of trouble to 


those who are responsible at once for the continuons and 
punctual running of the cars and the safety of the way- 
faring public. We refer to the“ item "—,indeed, it were 
better described ав a multitude of items“ payment of com- 
pensation for accidents.” The company or local authority 
which runs electric cats is in a singularly unfortunate 
position with regard to claims for damages for personal 
injuries. Let us consider its position for a moment. It 


is true it has a virtual monopoly of the passenger traffic ' 


along the streets, | 

This monopoly has been granted on terms, the oneron 
nature of which is too often lost sight of. Thus the owne:s 
of a tramway are bound to convey passengers at absurdly 
low rates; they are bound to keep their cars running 
practically at all times and in all weathers; they have 
imposed upon them the duty of repairing and keeping in 
repair the surface of all that part of the highway which is 
covered by their lines ; and, if they are private undertakers 
(as distinguished from local authorities), they are bound after 
the lapse of a certain number of years to sell their entire 
undertaking to the local authority, if the local authority so 
requires, 

It would, of course, be absurd to suggest that tramway 
undertakers should be exempted from responsibility for 
accidents, which too often arise through the negligence of 
their drivers and conductors. To acknowledge any such 
principle would be to grossly interfere with the rights of the 
public, who are entitled to be protected in their use of the 
streets. Nor would it be right to relieve the tramway under- 
takers from responsibility, even if they prove that they took 
every precaution in the selection of competent drivers and 
conductors, That would be a violation of the well-known 
principle of English law, which is embodied in the maxim, 
“ Respondent superior.” But it ів a patent fact that every 
wealthy corporation is in a singularly unenviable position 
when it appears as defendant to an action for damages for per- 
sonal injuries. Moreover, the driver of every car is always 
between Scylla and Charybdis, If he drives at too great a 
Speed he increases the risk of accident. If, on the other 
hand, he displays too much caution, his delay occasions in- 
convenience to the public; for the pace of the cars on the 
route is to all intents and purposes the pace of the slowest. 


It may safely be asserted that in nine out of every ten 
cases where a tram'vay company is brought into Court as 
defendant in a running-down саве, it comes off second 
best. There are many influences which conspire together to 
thisend. In the first place, what is the tribunal? If the 
case is heard before a jury in the County Court, the jurors 
are probably selected from amongst the tradesmen who carry 
on business in the district where the carsrun. As a rule 
persons of this class have no bias in favour of a company 
whose passing trams interfere with their rights as frontagers, 
and hamper the movements of their collecting vans. If the 
claim is of larger proportions, the case is brought in the 
High Court, where similar influences may have their cffect. 
But there is yet another influence of enormous importance 
constantly at work upon the minds of every juror. The 
plaintiff is often a poor man who has even found it difficult 
to find the fands with which to initiate proceedings. In 
many cases, indeed (but tell it not in legal circles !), the 
litigation is conducted on the “no cure no pay” system. 
The defendants, on the other hand, are a wealthy corpora- 
tion who, from the jury’s point of view, can easily afford 


the payment of a small sum by way of damages. 


It is almost idle to attempt to discount the effect of such 
an argumentum ad hominem, which, although it cannot be 
made use of by counsel for the plaintiff, is ever present to the 
minds of the jury. 

This leads us to the discussion of a question which is 
always vexing those who are responsible for keeping down 
the working expenses of an electric tramway, namely, whether 
it is more economical to fight every case ont to the bitter 
end, or to compromise all claims. It is obvious that there 
is much to be said on both sides. The prospect of a hard 
fight in Court ; the uncertainty of the issue ; the certainty 
that there will be great delay; the certainty that, whoever 
may ultimately win the cause, the lawyers on both sides 
must make their profit ; the danger of adopting a principle 
of compromising every claim, and, by so doing, encouraging 
fictitious claims, are all matters which would seem to justify 
a defiant attitude on the part of the company. On the 
other hand, the compromise of every claim is not nearly so 
expensive ав might be imagined. The prompt payment of 


а small sum in hard cash is more acceptable to many people 


than the prospect of a judgment against the company at 
some time in the distant future. By making a reasonable 
offer, and tendering the amount of the offer before action 
is brought, and paying it into Court, the company is relieved 
from paying the plaintiff's costs if the sum awarded by the 
jury is less than that which has been paid in. Again, from 
the company’s point of view, the settlement of every claim 
out of Court saves a large amount in costs, for, even in 
cases where the company is successful, the costs are 
geldom paid by the defendant, who is frequently a man of 
straw. 

The foregoing arguments will have shown that the 
question is really an actuarial one. Which policy is the 
most economical in the long run? We are given to under- 
stand that interesting experiments have been tried in order 
to ascertain which of the two courses is most economical. 
Thus one of the London 'bus companies contested all claims 
made against it in one year, and compromised them all in 
the next. It was found that compromise proved most 
economical. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


PROCEEDINGS AT THE MEETING HELD DECEMBER 11TH, 1903. 


Mr. JAMES SWINBURNE, Vice-President, in the chair. 


A PAPER on “А Method of Mechanically Reinforcing Sounds” was 
read by the Rev. T. C. Porter. If a tuning fork be sounded and 
placed in a flame, there is a very marked reinforcement of the 
sound, due to the change from continuous to intermittent combus- 
tion. Thus «new way of reinforcing the sounds given by a vibrating 
body is found ; and the paper demonstrates this for the phonograph, 
a flame being used instead of the ordinary trumpet. 

A paper on “The Simmance-Abady ‘Flicker’ Photometer,” by 
Messrs. Simmance and Abady, was read by Mr. Sniuancn. The 
authors, guided by the following rules, have designed a photometer 
which is capable ef balancing and comparing.the most violently 
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contrasted tints:—The light effects must be in juxtaposition with- 
out any apparent division line, and must move, oscillate, or rotate so 
that the point of juncture of the raysof the two lights passes and 
returns entirely cross the vision field. Any hiatus, or longer 
exhibition of one light than the other, biasses the result. The 
observation surfaces, or surfaces upon which the light rays fall, 
must be at exactly the same distance from the eye, at exactly the 
same angle in relation to the line of sight, and must be of pure 
white ; any tint affects the accuracy of the result. The observation 
surfaces must also themselves in turn occupy the field of vision; 
an apparent movement or optical illusion does not afford accurate 
results. | 

Observations made with the: photometer by operators suffering 
from colour blindness, astigmatism, &cC, make it certain that the 
relative intensities of two lighte, whether of the same colour or 
different, can be accurately and easily gauged by the method. The 
authors submit thatthe Purkinje phenomenon does not affeot the 
accurate working of the instrument, as it is a purely colour effect, 
and colour does not enter into consideration in this photometer. 
The photometer itself consists of a wheel of a white material with 
a specially shaped periphery, which is caused to revolve before an 
eye-piece by means of а suitable motor. At right angles to the line 
of sight and parallel with the axie of the revolving wheel, are the 
two lights undergoing examination, the rays of which fall upon the 
shaped periphery of the wheel, enabling the effect of each light to 
be seen in turn through the eyepiece. . 

Prof. W. E. AYRTON said it was an important question to settle 
exactly what the photometer measured. The fact that different 
observers using the same photometer obtained the same results, for 
the ratio between two lights, did not prove that the instrament 
actually compared intensities. He had come to the conclusion that 
when the distances between the sources of light and the photometer 
were great, the results were not affected by the Purkinje effect. 

Mr. T. C. Ровткв said there was no doubt that the flicker photo- 
meter measured inteusity independent of colour. The results 
obtained directly from a flicker photometer agreed with those 
deduced by indirect methods from observations with ordinary 
instruments. 

Mr. L. GasTEB said that this type of photometer was becoming 
more important because of the great number of improvements made 

during the last few years in the manufacture of incandescent lamps 
and arc light carbons by the addition of other substances to the pure 
carbon. A great step towards the simplification of the process of 
photometry had been attained by Prof. C. P. Mathews, by the aid 
of whose photometer one is enabled to get in one reading, an 


illumination upon the screen, proportional to the mean spherical 


intensity of the source. 

Dr. W. Watson said the authors had compared а red light with 
a white light and also a blue light with a white light. He asked if 
they had compared a red with a blue directly, and if 80, how the 
resulte agreed with those deduced from the comparison of both with 
a white light. | 

Mr. W. DUDDELL asked what was meant by the equality of two 
lights of different colours. Was it jadged by the eye, the bolo- 
meter, or the flicker effect? On account of the Parkinje effect tho 
inverse square law could not be used, and he asked for the real 
fondamental relation underlying tho use of the instrument. 

Mr. J. Авар, replying on behalf of the authors, said the dis- 
cussion had turned mainly on two points: — (1) Does the instrament 

measure candle-power? and (2) is it independent of the Purkinje 
effect? If a Bunsen disc were used to compare the candle-powers 
of two lights of the same colour, the grease spot vanished at a 
certain point. If a flicker photometer were substituted for the 
Bunsen disc, the flicker disappeared at the same point. In both 
cases candle-power had been measured. Іп reply to Prof. Ayrton 
he said that results obtained from the photometer by different 
observers agreed among themselves and also agreed with results 
obtained from the Bunsen disc photometer. With regard to the 
Purkinje effect, he did not think it affected the readings of a flicker 
photometer, because the same values for the ratio between the 
intensities of two different coloured lights were obtained by varying 
the distances of the lights from the instrument within wide limits. 
Answering Dr. Watson, they had carried out the experiments sug- 
gested, and the results from the direct and the indirect comparison 
were in absolute agreement. 

Mr. RoLLo APPLEYARBD exhibited а Conductometer,“ the theory 
and mechanical details of which are fully described in the Pro. 
ceedings of the Iastitution of Civil Engineers, Vol. cliv., Session 
1902.3, Part iv., and, in brief, in the ErzorRicAL Review of 
October 9th, 1903, pp. 601—603. 

Prof. L. R. WILBERFORCE exhibited a model to illustrate various 
properties of wave-motion." The model consists of a series of brass 
balls suspended in a linc by spiral springs and capable of transverse 

or up snd down motion. 


ELECTRIC POWER APPLIANCES IN THE 
MINES OF EUROPE. 


a 
Ix two recent issues of the Engineering Mugazine M. Emile Guarini’ 


contributes two very interesting articles on this subject, surveying 
in a general way the application of electricity in mining already 
established at collieries in European countries. 

In comparing the progress of the adoption of electricity in 


N 


different countries, M. Guarini says: —'' Germany is far in the lead 
and German manufactures predominate," and gives the second place 
to Austria-Hungary, whilst of this country:—'' England with its 
many mines would naturally be expected to show a large develop- 
ment of the use of electric appliances in mining. It does not, how- 
ever, display the expansion in this direction one would anticipate." 
As has already been pointed out in the columns of this jo this 
is due to the position and training of the colliery r, and to 
some trouble experienced by work done on cut contracts and with- 
out efficient supervision. Not long ago, for instance, we saw a 
starting switch supplied for a coal-cutting machine, designed for 
а pressare of 500 volts, with the insulation of wood, and generally 
& more wretched thing never was seen. It went wrong, and no 
wonder! Electricity, however, is already established, and is becom- 
ee extensively adopted every day. 

comparing the advantages of electricity over other systems, 
M. Guarini says :—" Steam, water under pressure, and compressed 
air, all require piping, and this is their chief drawback. The pipes 
are difficult to install, to maintain, and to keep tight. Their length 
and the attendant friction and | losses diminish the eff- 
ciency. Added to that, in the case of steam, is the moist heat of 
the mine which affects injuriously the health of the workers and 
the condition of the timbering," all of which is very true, but in 


adopting electricity it is very questionable if 8 the total. 


number of employés may be considerably reduced.” ough many 
Continental mines are electrically equipped, none, to the author's 
kaowledge, is operated solely by electricity, which will be interest- 
ing to British engineers, who have had so much of German methods 


-and manufactures dinned into their ears; and that though three- 


phase current appears to be much adopted, three of the largest 
manufacturing firms in Germany—presumably after some experi- 


ence—“incline rather to the continuous current,” and that the 


voltage of the direct current should not exceed 1,000 volts; ordi- 
narily it is not more than 500 to 550,” and for three-phase “ the 
primary tension usually employed is 2,000 volts, the secondary or 


service tension being 500 volts; and M. Guarini himself agrees 


with what has already been said in these columns, as to there being 
no advantage in adopting three-phase plant except where the dis- 
tance of transmission is great. 

With reference to motors, M. Guarini says:—'' A common diffi- 
culty in the use of electric motors for driving mining machinery is 
that their speed is not suited to the work in hand ; the simplest, if 
not the best, means of overcoming it has been the use of gearing. 
.. . . The objections to this are the loss of efficiency, the 
required, and the chance of breaksge in the gearing, not serious, 

erhaps, with a small machine, but possibly a grave matter with a 

rge one. For this reason preference is often given to belts." 
This is very questionable, and—at least in this country—well- 
designed gearing very seldom breaks; in colliery work gearing 
is very extensively used, but the breakages are an infinitesimal 
proportion, and, with well-designed machine-cut gears, or machine- 
moulded ones for the larger sizes, the efficiency loss is reduced 
to a minimum. Gearing is to be preferred to belting, which 
requires considerably more расе, and consequent expense in 
buildings or excavations, as the case may be. Each, however, has 
its special advantages, according to circumstances. 

If one is to judge from the description given of the lighting of 
the Gottessegen Mine, at Z wick, we are far shead in this country inthe 
magnitude of electric lighting installations at collieries ; miners’ 
portable lamps have been used for some years, but are not generally 
adopted, as they give no indication of the state of the atmosphere, 
and it is possible for a miner to be overcome with foul air before 
noticing that anything is wrong, whereas an ordinary oil safety lamp 
would not burn, or would at once give an indication of the presence 
of gas. As to electric signalling and telephonic communication, 
this has been a feature in English mines for many years past, and 
the German systems described are no improvement— unless com- 
plication cau be called an improvement—upon English methods. 

With regard to pumping, M. Guarini says:—'' The direct opera- 
tion of mine drainage pumps is one of the most troublesome 
problems the electrical engineer has had to solve, on acoount of 
the very high speed of the electric motor, and the very slow speed 
of the pump. Builders of motors and of pumps have approached 
each other by a series of concessions, the former slowing down and 
the latter speeding up their respective machines. From this has 
resulted the so-called Express pumps” made by many firms— 
among other builders on the Continent, by Ehrhardt and Behmer, 
the Maschinenbau Anstalt, of Breslau, Riedler & Stumpf, Hope, of 
Barlia, and Jandir, of Lyons. The pumps of Ehrhardt & Sehmer are 
specialised by their mechanical construction. The plungers are single- 
acting, the valves vertical-liftand superposed. The valve-seatsare beld 
by lateral studs; the plungers are worked directly by the rod. There 
is, however, nothing in this— with the exception, perhaps, of the 
Riedler pump with its mechanically-worked valves—that is superior 
or much different to English practice, and possibly for mining work 
no pump is more suitable than a simple three-throw ram pump. 
A colliery depends upon the water being kept out more than on the 
cost of the operation, and the “ Express” pumps will not use less 
power or keep the water out better, but being much more com- 
plicated, will possibly add to the expense and trouble. Their only 
advantage is that perhaps a little less space is occupied. In view of 
what basalready been said cn three-phase current, it is interesting to 
note that the three large pumping plants described or illustrated by 
M.: Guarini are all worked by three-phase motors with voltages of 
2,200 or 2,300 and .a frequency of 110 periods per second, and 
970 volts and 20 periods. NEM 

From the little that is said about coal-cntting, it would appear 
tbat this operation is much more advanced in this country than on 
the Continent. г 

One or two electric locomotives are described, but it is an open 
question" whether there is any real advantage in underground loco» 
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motives, and probably they will never be adopted to any extent in 
this country. 

As to winding,“ M. Guarini says :—“ Less progress ів to be noted, 
however, in the adaptation of electric driving to the operation of 
mine hoisting engines, on account of the difficulties presented by 
this particular work. These lie in the coupling of the motor to the 
winding drum and in the regulation of the speed. Direct coupling 
requires that the speed of the motor and the diameter of the drum 
shall both be reduced. Speed regulation is effected in various ways. 
With direct current, use may be made, for example, of two motors, 
each of half the requisite power. Connection in series or in lel 
gives half or full speed. The Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft 
make use of a liquid rheostat, the liquid reaching an overflow 
when the motor attains its full speed." “Starting, speed 
regulation, and stopping have also been controlled by varying 
the excitation of the dynamo, Finally, resistances have 
been employed to the same effect, though not to very good advan- 
tage. Constructors have, therefore, yiven much attention to safely 
` appliances, and hoisting machinery is generally well equipped with 
many safeguards—powerful brakes operated by hand, by foot, by 
compressed air, or automatically if the cage passes the upper land- 
ing. ‘The automatic brake acts by cutting off the current. Another 
automatic device, on the other hand, comes into play if, for any 
cause, the circuit is unintentionally broken. In such case a powerful 
electro-magnet is demagnetised and lets fall a weight which operates 
the brake.” (The italics are ours.) Two illustrations show 
what appears to be a very complicated—compared to English 
practice—winding apparatus. Now the output of а colliery depends 
upon the winding engine, and, moreover, this is generally the means by 
which the underground workmen reach their destination and return. 
Winding is therefore the most important operation of the colliery, and 
the.machinery is to be designed to be absolutely safe, and, at the same 
time, rapid in motion. The size of winding rope controls to a great 
extent the size of the drums, and therefore, if motors are to be 
coupled direct. the drum can only be reduced at the expense of the 
rope. In England, safety appliances, with the exception of an over- 
winding apparatus, which is compulsory, are not much in vogue, and 
the prevention of accidents is relied upon by careful examinations, 
attention, and at many collieries limiting the life of the ropes. The 


engines are as simple as possible; it is questionable even if much. 


economy results from a complicated valve-gear, owing to the inter- 
mittent, quick starting and stopping action, and certainly no British 
mining engineer would remove his simple steam winding engine 
and replace it with a system of complicated connections and 
a variety of safety appliances. М. Guarini says:—“It is 
stated, indeed, that at the Heinrichschacht the adoption of 
electric hoisting effected an economy of one-third in*the fuel-alone, 
to take no account: of the saving in wear and tear or in 
lubricants,” | 

In concluding, M. Guarini cites two cases showing the economy 
resulting from the adoption of electricity, which are useful and 
interesting :—“ Prior to the introduction of electricity, the Burma 
Ruby Mines were unable to make any dividends, the expense of 
operation being too high. Since its adoption the expenses have 
been reduced by the sum of £6,000 per annum, permitting the pay- 
ment of profits; and at the Sheba Mine the economy. in operating 
expenses since the introduction of electric power in 1896 has 
amounted to £10,000 per annum," which should be noted by colliery 


managers. 

Generally the articles tend to show that in England we 
are not behind our Oontinental neighbours in the applica- 
tion of electricity to mines, but that rather the tendency has 
been to apply it to those operations where its advantages and 
certain economy were evident; and such questions of winding and 
pumping can only be settled by circumstances which in England 
have not as yet justified their general adoption. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


The Parsons Steam Turbine in America.—We are 
informed that the American Westinghouse Co. has acquired the 
full rights to manufacture the Parsons steam turbine in the United 
States and Canada for all purposes, including that of marine pro- 
pulsion. A special department is being organised at Pittsburg for 
building this type of engine for vessels of every clase, including 
warships, and this work will be carried on in close touch with the 
shipbuilders all over the country. Engines as large as 8,000 н.р. 
are already being built at Pittsburg, and the Westinghouse Co. looks 
forward to immense developments in thís new branch of industry, 
more especially with regard to ship work. 


Runcorn and Widnes Transporter Bridge.—The 
trolley of the Runcorn and Widnes transporter bridge, now in 
course of erection, will be about 77 ft. long by 100 ft. across from 
side to side. There will be 16 track wheels on each side, and the 
car, capable of accommodating four two-horse wagons and 300 
people, will be suspended from the trolley by steel wire ropes. To 
enable the trolleys to be brought to rest rapidly, in spite of the 
great momentum of the moving mass, Westinghouse magnetic 
brake equipments will be fitted to the wheels of the truck, the 
equipments being modified to suit the special requirements. We 
learn that a large further order for these brakes has been placed by 
the Leeds Corporation with the British Westinghouse Co. 


New Automatic Liquid Switch for Intermittent 
Work.—We illustrate herewith a new type of switch for 
periodically starting and stopping motors connected with pumping 
machinery, organ-blowing and the like. From the description 
given below, it apparently fulfils a long-felt want for a really 2 
automatic switch which is positive in its action, and requires 
or no attention. The action of this switch if, say, used for pum 
out a tank or well is as follows :—The float, which is attached to the 
end of the cord, rises and falls with the level of the liquid in the 
tank, there being a balance weight on the other end of the cord. 
As the float rises it rotates the wheel of the switch by means of the 
cord until it has almost reached the level at which the pump is 
required to start; it will then have brought the weighted lever to 
the vertical position. A slight movement will then cause the 


Е 


cause the internal blafes to dip gradually into the liquid, thus cutting 
out the resistance and starting up the motor. The switch is then auto- 
matically short-circuited for the running!lposition, the blades'and 


New AurOMATIC Liguip Surren. 


liquid being entirely cut out of circuit. 'The reverse action takes 
place when the water falls to any desired level. The chief the 
makers claim is reliability of action, there being no multiple con- 
tacts to become roughened by the minute sparking which is 

in all wired contact switches, causing sticking of the switch and 
burn-outs. The cord being mechanically attached to a point оп the 
insulated wheel, any flexible metal cord can be used out tappets, 
which have the fault of occasionally slipping. By means of a 
movable segment on the wheel side of the switch the starting and 
stopping point can be adjusted to any water level. If for any 
reason, which is higbly improble, the switch should stick, there can 
be no burn out, the most that would happen being the evaporation 
of the electrolyte and the consequent stopping of the motor, The 
field is made and broken each time the motor is started and stopped, 
so that there is no waste of power. From the sliding contact to 
the “full-on” or short-circuiting position, the difference of resist- 
ance is so small that there is по jump or spark whatever. "This 
switch is being manufactured by the Sandycroft Foundry Co,, Lita, 
Chester, who also manufacture liquid continuoua-current automatic 
starters equipped with overload and no-voltage releases, reversing 
controllers, polyphase starters, theatre dimmers, &c., under the 
Woolliscroft patents. The standard types of Woolliscroft liquid 
switches having been a marked success, there can be no doubt that 
this new automatic switch will be welcomed by many users who 
have experienced trouble in the past with wire resistances used for 
this special service. 


Westinghouse Contracts.— The British Westinghouse 
Co. is supplying two 80-н.р. motors with starting gear, to Messrs. 
Merryweather & Sons, for fitting to fire pumps. These will 
eventually form pari of the extensive gas-driven generating and 
electric lighting and power plant which the Westinghouse Oo. are 
erecting at Heysham Harbour for the Midland Railway. The 
company is also supplying а 45-xw, continuons-current dynamo, for. 
ngine, to Messrs. В. 


their hospital fund. The total for аа 
I ед ру 
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G. E. C. British-made Carbons.—As our readers are 


aware, the General Electric Oo., Ltd., is at present making heroic 
efforts to reclaim the arc lamp carbon industry, which, though first 
introduced in this country many years ago, bas passed largely into 
the hands of Continental manufacturers. The difficulty has been to 
produce an article in England which should compete uccessfully 
with the carbons turned out by foreign firms. This the General 
Electric Co. has succeeded in doing, and it is to-day producing arc 
lamp carbons of the high-class quality at its Witton works, which, 
both in point of quality and general efficiency, are claimed to be at 
least the equal of the carbons of any of the leading Continental makere. 
This firm has caused teste to be carried out quite recently on five 10- 
ampere '' Angold are lar:ps:runping in series, fitted with the firm's 
“ Apostle” carbons, of which the following were the dimensions 

18 mm. x 12 in. long, cored, 120 mm. x 12 in. long, solid, the 
weight of a pair being 162 grammes. The average line pressure was 
238 volts, and allowing a drop of 23 volts in the steadying resistance, 
the average pressure across the lamps was 215 volta, or 43 volts per 
lamp, An average current of 10 amperes was used. The teste lasted 
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204 hours, and the average rate of consumption of the carbons per 


hour was ‘505 in., or 1:289 cm. for the cored, and 451 in. or 1:146 om. 
for the solid. The first lamp gave an ash residus of 37 grammes, the 
second the same, the third was open, the fourth gave 3:2 grammes, 
and the fifth 4'0 grammes. Thus the aversge ash of the four lamps 
with globes wss only 3:66 grammer, or 2°25 per cent. The total 
volume of ash from the four lamps was 22:6 cc. and the rate of the 


volume of the ash to the weight of the ash equally mes . The 


carbons started up without flaring, with full pressure across the five 
lamps, and normal resistance in circuit. They continued to burn 
absolutely steady during the whole time of testing, while the 
formation of the arc was normal. The above satisfactory results, it 
will be observed, were obtained under ordinary working conditions, 
and are in no way exceptional for Apostle” carbons. | 

We may also give the results of a successful photometric test of 
the company’s carbons, carried out d the Electrical Standardising, 
Testing, and Training Institution. Thè sizes of the carbons used were 
tbe same as in the teste above described. The voltage across the 
arc was maintained at 42 volts, to a current consumption of 
10 amperes. The test showed that the mazimum light ray 
occurred at an angle of about 35° from the horizontal, when it was 
of the value of 1,820 o.r. At 50° the candle-power was still 1,500, 
and the same at 20°; thus, over an angle of 30° there was only a 
fall of 323 candles, of 16 per cent. of the maximum candle-power 
obtaiued. If we take the resulte of this test and apply them to the 
figures obtained in the previous tests, we find that the consumption 
of current expressed in watts per maximum candle-power is only 
0 24—a remarkably low record. 

The above figures are held to be conclusive of the high efficiency 
of the Witton-made carbone, aud of the economical results that may 
be obtained with them. 


Forthcoming Book,—4À new engineering work is an- 
nounced by the Caxton Publishing Co. It is called " Modern 
Engines and Power Generators,” and is to be a thoroughly practical 


. work on the design and construction of prime movers and the trans- 


mission of power by steam, electricity, water and air. The author 
is Mr. Rankin Kennedy. 


Insulating Compound.—Messrs. Rowland Carr & Co. 
have again secured the annual contract for the supply of insulating 


compound for the National Telephone Co. 
Catalogues and Calendars.—Mxesns. B. W. BLACK- — 


WELL & Co., LD., have just issued а new catalogue of their various 
copper rail bonds of the “Chicago,” Crown, and “Bolid 
Terminal” patent types, of which they have supplied such large 
numbers for electric tramway systems all over the world. 

From. Mzssns.. E. RmapER & Soxs, Lrp., of 5, New London 
Street, E.O., we have received an illustrated catalogue of. their high- 


. speed vertical and horizontal engines for dynamo driving snd other | 


purposee. К | 
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The ErLzcraicAp Co., Lrp., are introducing to the market the . 
Rignon oontinuous-ourrenf arc lamp. The ато is enclosed, and 
one pair of carbons will barn for about 15 hours. Specially pre- 

carbons of very small diameter (42 mm.) are used, and by 
this means a 200-о.р. light istobtained with a current consumption 
of only two amperes. The lamp may be built singly on a 100 to 
110-volt circuit, or two in series on a 200 to 290-volt circuit, a small 
atendying resistance being used. It is claimed that the current 
consumption of the lamp, including resistance losses, does not 
exceed from 1 to 1:1 watts 0. P., and, as the special carbons used 
in this lamp leave very little asb, the globes are said to practically 
retain their original transparency. A further advantage qlaimed is 
that violet colouring of the arc has been almost entirely done away 
with. The stump of the upper carbon is used as a lower carbon, 
and in this way the greatest economy in carbon consumption is 
obtained. | 

Messrs. CROMPTON & Co., Ltp., have issued several new circulars 
of some of their lines, t c., arc lamps, electrical measuring instruments, 
enclosed ventilated c.c. motors, and ceiling fans. p 

The PowER Pranr Co., LTD., of 20, New Bridge Street, E.C., 
have issued a number of leaflets describing their portable two-stage 
one-cylinder compressors for electric drive, the “Globa” patent 
worm gear with roller wheel,and & new electrical hand-drilling 
machine with three speeds. Others, to be issued later on, will deal 
with suction power gas plants, double-helical wheels and valveless 
pumps. Dr. B. Wiesengrund is the company’s managing director, 
and Messrs. Tyler and Duncan are directors. — 

The LrxoriTE Co., of 47, Victoria Street, S.W., has lately brought 
out a second edition of its 16 pp. pamphlet, describing the Line o 
Light syatem of electrical illumination. It will be remembered that 
particulars of this very effective system were given in our columns 
some time ago. 

Mzssns. Donnan & Sutra, of Salford, have placed before us 
advance copies of the pocket edition of their price list of switches, 
ceiling roses and numerous electric light fittings and accessories. 
In addition to the short list of some of their stock lines, there 
have been included 16 pages of general information, which should 
be more or less useful to electrical contractors and engineers, aud 
also 64 pages of memorandum paper for the purposes of notes, &c. 
Its object is to place before clients and friends a selection of the 
prices of important lines more conveniently than can be done with 
the firm's large catalogue. 

The Srm4PLEx STEEL Conpvit Co, Lrp., has favoured its friends 
with à neat and handy pocket diary for 1904. The left-hand pages 
are for engagement entries, the песе ap which have a cut 
index being arranged for an alphabetical list of addresses. In 
addition there is the usual calendar information, and a £1,000 
accident insurance coupon. 

We welcome once more the very serviceable desk pad of the 
ELECTRICAL PowER SroBaaEm Coe 16 bas, as usual, the useful 
memoranda diary, and is one of the best ways we know of for 
keeping the E. P. B. battery under the eye of the commercial and 
central station engineer. ^ - | 

The latest pamphlets issued by the В.Т.Н. Co., to form part of 
their well-known series are :—No. 162, devoted to automatic circuit- 
breakers; No. 79, giving prices of electrical measuring instruments ; 
and a supplement’ to No. 155, giving dimensions and weights of 
B. T. H. induction motors. 

Messrs. NEviLLE BROS., of 7 and 9, James Street, Liverpool, 
have sent us a set of lists of their various machines for electrical 
manufacturing work. They include descriptions and large jllus- 
trations of slot broaching and slitting machines for assembled stator 
and rotor stampings of induction motors, armature disc varnishing 
machines, automatic feed coil winders, wire-winding machines for 
arc lamp and telephone coils, rotary shears for armature discs and 
rings, radial drills, milling machines, portable cranes, &c. 

Messrs. Тлнатив, Lrp., of Birmingham, have just issued their 
No. 60 steam engine catalogue in which very full particulars of 
their single cylinder and compound hori zontal and vertical engines 
are giveu. It abounds in beautiful illustrations of the firm’s many 
types of engine for various classes of work, several of them represent- 


. ing examples for electric lighting installations on board White Star 


liners and other ships. A price list of their unrevised machinery di 
at present in stock has also been recei ved. 

Мквввв. Cox-WaLkzns, of Darlington, have issued a wall show- 
gheet, upon which appear views of a switchboard provided by them 
for the Royal Masonic Schools, Bushey, Herte, and the plant 
installed by them at the Kesteven County Азу lum, Lincolnshire. 

Mrssns. W. F. Dennis & Co., of 49, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., 
have brought out a new catalogue of their Neptune ” copper rail 
bonds for electric tramways and railways. Prices and illustrations 
are given of various solid and flexible bonde, cross bonde, &c. 


Several cuta show а few methods of bonding rails, and there is a 
view of the Neptune bond tool for effectively expanding solid 


bonds, во as to make a good contact witb the rail. 

A list of carbon resistances is being circulated by Mrsszs. EBNEST 
F. Moy, Lp. 

Some handy and very acceptable little aluminium ash-trays, 
received from the EDISON AND Swan UNITED ELECTRIC Ілонт Co., 
will ever keep the Royal Ediswan incandescent lamp before our 
mind’s eye. 


Exports of British Electrical Machinery.— November 


proved to be the quietest month of the year as regards the exporta- 
tion of British electrical machinery, the returns showing а total of 


only £23,889, as against £38,459 in October last. For the 11 months 
ending with November, the aggregate shipments have amcunted to 
£394,170. 

Belgium.—Le Compagnie Belge d' Electricité Siemens- 
Schuckert is the name of a company which has just been formed in 


Brussels with а capital of £20,000. 
. (Continued on page 1035.) 
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RECENT EXTENSIONS OF THE BRADFORD’ CORPORATION 
ELECTRICAL UNDERTAKINGS. 


(Concluded from page 993.) | 


In the year 1900 it was seen that, despite the considerable 
extensions to the Valley Road (No. 2) station, the plant there 
installed would be inadequate to meet the increased demands 
which would shortly be made upon it, for supplying the Cor- 
poration’s extended system of electric tramways. The E.L. 
Committee, therefore, decided to erect a third station, which 
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CROSS-SECTION THROUGH VALLEY ROAD (No. 3) GmmesnaTINXG STATION. 


would contain larger units than was possible in the older stations 
and would be suitable for either tramway or lighting work. 
A scheme was accordingly prepared under the direction of 
Mr. R. A. Chattock, the city electrical engineer, during the 
period 1900-3, for another generating station to accommodate 
20,000 H.P. when finished. The scheme provides for two 
parallel engine rooms, 
each capable of hold- 
ing 10,000 H.P., and 
a boiler house in 


between. 2 
The boilers are 
arranged in two `` | 


rows, with a central 
stoking floor, over 
which are situated 
coal bunkers having 
a capacity of 2,000 
tons. | CENA: 
‚А main flue run- | АЖО NV 

ning under each row \ Мк ү à 0 
of boilers, an econo- N 
miser and chimney, N 
will be provided for \ Ate’ 
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each side of the boiler \, AS 3 EE ; 


house, each side E TU И 
being complete in wears ; 
itself in this respect. $ 

This station ad- 
joins the one pre- А 
viously described ; И 
the first engine house, f 
which is 236 ft. long ý 
and 36 ft. wide, 
runs parallel with : 
Valley Road, on to which a handsome stonework front faces. 
The interior is lined throughout with ornamental glazed 
bricks, and the roof also is completely glazed. The boiler 
house, immediately behind it, will eventually be 86 ft. wide, 
in three bays. | 


71 77, 
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Pax OF VALLET Roan (No. 3) GENERATING STATION. 


The overhead coal bunkers are constructed in steelwork 
aud supported on stanchions. In shape they form two 
V-shaped troughs, from the bottom of which spouts will 
deliver coal to stoker hoppers on either side. At present 
some eight Babcock boilers are installed, on the side nearest 
to the engine room. Each boiler is capable of evaporating 

18,000 lbs. of water per hour, and is 

fitted with mechanical stokers of the 
chain grate type, and standard type of 

guperheater. 

These boilers each have two steam 
drums, 48 in. in diameter, and 23 ft. 
7 in. long. Each boiler contains 252. 
tubes, 4 in. diameter, and 18 ft. long, 
arranged in 18 vertical rowe. They are 
also fitted with a double-spring loaded 
safety valve, and a double dead-weight 
safety valve. 

The steam pipes are all of lap-welded 
steel, with flanges riveted or welded оп; 
they were supplied by Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox. ` А main steam ring is arranged 
vertically, behind the boilers, the lower 
half being 10 in., and the upper half 
7 in. in diameter. Each boiler branch 
feeds into the 10 in. steam main, and is 
provided with stop and isolating valves. 

The steam valves are all of the fall- 
way type, and bave cast-steel bodies ; 
they were supplied by Messrs. Marchant, 
of Huddersfield. Drain pockets and 


| traps are provided on the 10 in. steam main, and from it the 


branches to the engine separators are led through openings 
in the wall. The economiser, situated in a building 
at the base of the chimney, contains 1,200 tubes, and 
is divided into halves, so that in case of breakdown, 
or if from any other cause one section is disabled, the 
other may remain in use. The economiser was supplied by 
Menara. Green, of Wakefield. 

The chimney is a circular brick structure 205 ft. high, 
and 13 ft. in internal diameter. 

Above the economiser is a feed-storage tank, of 41,500 
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gallons capacity, also an ash bunker, arranged in connection 
with the conveying plant, and provided with shoots for 
filling carte. | 

А combined coal and ash-conveying plant is being 
installed by Messrs, Graham, Morton & Co., of Leeds, The 
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conveyor is of the endless chain and bucket type, with a 
capacity of 50 tons per hour, and is provided with auto- 
matic filling apparatus, both for coal and ashes. The 
conveyor will run vertically up the end wall of the 
boiler house from the coal-filling hoppers, passing over 
the top of the coal bunkers and down the end wall 
adjacent to the ash bunkers, into which it is arranged 
-to deliver ashes, completing the circuit by passing along 
the boiler house basement to the coal filling hopper. 
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allowed for a pump room, in which are at present installed 
two steam feed pumps, supplied by Mesars. Weir, of Glasgow, 
each capableof delivering 7,500 gallons of water per hour to 
the boilers. The pumps draw from the storage tank over the 
economisers, or from the hot feed tanks (supplied from the 
hot wells), and deliver either direcs or through the econo- 
misers to the boilers. Duplicate feed-pipe lines are provided, 
and duplicate steam connections to the feed pumps. 

The first engine house is designed to accommodate five 


1.000-Kw. COLE, MARCHENT & MoRLEY-WrEsTINGHOUSE SETS, VALLEY Roap (No. 3) STATION. 


In the basement the ashes from the hoppers under 
the boilers will be fed into the filling apparatus, or 
in case of breakdown of the conveyor, into ash trucks, 
for which provision is made in the centre of the base- 
ment, 

When the boiler house is completed, а second conveying 
plant of similar design will be installed, to deal with the 
second row of boilers, 

Between the sixth and seventh boilers space has been 


generating units, each of 2,000 н.р, The first two of these 
are at work; the engines were supplied by Messrs. Cole, 
Marchent & Morley, of Bradford, and the generators by the 
British Westinghouse Co., of Trafford Park. 

A third set is in process of erection, with engines by Messrs. 
J. Musgrave & Son, of Bolton. 

The engines are of the cross-compound inverted vertical 
type, with the generator placed between the high and low- 
pressure engines. The engines at present running have high- 

F 
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pressure cylinders 27 in. and low-pressure cylinders 54 in. in 
diameter, with a stroke of 4 ft. | 


On the crankshaft is mounted, beside the generator, a 


fly-wheel, 50 tons in weight and 20 ft. in diameter. 


OursiDE VIEW OF VALLEY Roan GENERATING STATIONS (Nos. 2 AND 3). 


Both cylinders are fitted with Corliss valves actuated by 
Messrs, Cole, Marchent & Morley’s} well-known ‘type fof 
trip gear. 

Each engine is provided with a separate ‘atmospheric 

exhaust pipe and surface condenser; the former comes into 
action through the opening of an auto- 
matic valve, in case of failure of the 
vacuum through the condensing plant 
breaking down. 
+ The condenser and air pumps are 
situated at the rear of each engine, 
partly below the engine room floor level, 
but open to inspection from above by the 
engine room staff, 

In the exhaust steam pipe above the 
condenser is fitted a Baker oil separator. 
The condensers are similar to those 
described in connection with the other 
station, and by the same maker; each 
contains 2,500 sq. ft. of cooling surface, 

The air pump sets are Messrs. Cole, 
Marchent & Morley’s standard pattern, 
steam-driven by compound 10-in. stroke 
engines, running at 150 r.p.m., with 18-in. 
pumps of the Edwards type. 

These pumping sets are also fitted with 
two force pumps for delivering the hot- 
well water into the overhead feed tanks. 

All the condensers are coupled to a 
common air pump suction pipe, and any 
air pump can be used for creating а 
vacuum. The circulating water is at 
present supplied from the Allen pumping 
plant installed in the extensions to the 
original Valley Road station, and des- 
cribed in our last issue, but provision is 
made for installing three steam-driven 
circulating pumps at the end of the 
present engine room. The circulating 
inlet and outlet pipes to the condensers 
are placed in a covered trench at the 
rear of the boilers, beside the main flue, 
where also boiler blow-off and water- 
service pipes will be installed. 

The generators fitted to these engines 
were built by the British Westinghouse 
Electric and Manufacturing Co., of 
Trafford Park, Manchester. They are 
each of 1,000 Kw. capacity, and built to 
run with a 50 per cent. over load, if desired. 

The armature complete weighs 193 tons; it is keyed to 
the crankshaft, and bolted to the fly-wheel. 

The magnet ring is fitted with 12 poles, compound wound, 
and is constructed in halves, which can be slid outwards on 
either side from the armature, on an underbed, for purposes 


of repairs or inspection. On test these generating sets have 
given the following resulte :—Steam press 160 lbe., super- 
heat 7 to! 26° F., vacuum 24°25 to 25 in.; at 3-load the 
steam [пвей per. I. H. P. and per Kw.-hour, was 11°8 and 1k 
lbs. respectively, and at full load 13 and 
19°6 lbs, respectively. 

An electrically-driven overhead travel- 
ling crane is installed in this engine room. 
It was built by Messrs. T. Broadbent and 
Sons, Ltd., of Huddersfield. 

Four motors are provided, one each for 
longitudinal and cross traverse and for 
heavy and light lifts of 80 and 8 ton 
respectively. The motors are of the 
series-type and worked by controllers of 
the tramway pattern. 

The switchgear for controlling the 
generators at present installed, was con- 
structed by Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., of 
Hollinwood, and is of their well-known 
cellular type. 

A separate set of switchgear is pro- 
vided for each machine (situated in 
an adjacent recess in the engine room 
wall), by means of which it can b 
coupled to either the main lighting 
or traction switchboards in the adjoining No. 2 station. 
In each gear two main circuit-breakers, arranged to open 
at 3,000 amperes maximum and 200 amperes reverse current, 
are fitted, the final break, being · taken: on horn switches at 
the top of the board. A large three-part change-over] and 


Үшү or ERS, CowpENsING'PLANT, &., VALLEY Roan (No. 3) STATION. 


equalising switch, worked through а hand-wheel and worm 
gear, is arranged at the side of the last mentioned gear for 
putting the machine on the lighting or traction circuit. 
The usual ammeters, paralleling voltmeters, and field- 
controlling switches are provided. 


г ш у 


Py 


у... 1 


.7'r'nr-'˙⅛οt mm. ⁰⁰⁰⁰ Ü... —²˙Nũũͤ s]] ˙—²Ü ⁰²m; mt; А ꝶpm . ̃ N!Q ̃ Ül H зона ieee Oe | 


Vol. 53. No. 1,361, Овсвмвив 25, 1908.] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


1088 


The main switchboards in the No. 2 station have had a 
somewhat chequered career. The original lighting board, 
supplied by Mr. G. A. Steinthal, of Bradford, was situated 
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1,000-kw. WESTINGĦOUVsE GENERATOR, VALLEY Вр. (No. 3) STATION. 


on à gallery at one end of the engine room. Of the chaos 
which reigned supreme in the restricted space at the rear of 
this board, perhaps the less said the better. While no doubt 
good specimen in its day, it was found inadequate for the 
more advanced conditions which now 
obtain in connection with the supply, 
во a new board, one of the first of 
the cellular type to be used for 
continuous current purposes, was in- 
stalled by Messrs. Ferranti, on the 
engine room floor level, and gome 
distance behind the older board. 

It contains 24 machine divisions 
(two to each machine in the engine 
room), fitted with circuit-breakers of 
the carbon air-break type, with roller 
release devices, actuated by reverse and 
maximum current automatic attach- 
ments, knife switches, ammeters and 
B.T.H. watt-hour meters; three 
divisions contain the controlling switch- 
gear, watt-hour meters, &c., for the 
works circuit subsidiary board, and 14 
divisions the controlling gear for the 
various lighting circuits. Several spare 
divisions are left for extensions, and 
inter-connecting panels are provided 
for the large sets in the last described 
station and for the Willans-Bruce 
Peebles generating plant in the exten- 
sion building. 

All the ammeters and voltmeters 
are of the **edgewise" pattern, and 
are mounted on the top of the board. 

The field regulating resistances are 
fixed to girders overhead, the hand wheels for operating 
them being about level with the top of their respective 
machine divisions, 
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The subsidiary board for controlling the works circuits is 
erected at one end of the main board. It controls some 
20 circuits for motors and lighting, and is fitted with 
oil-break fuse plug switches. The six larger sets in 
this station have change-over and equalising switches 
fitted at the side of the generators. The traction board 
is situated at one side of the station, and was supplied 
by Messrs. R. W. Blackwell & Co. In this case also the 
original board has been reconstructed, and a different type 
of switch substituted. 

The present board contains six machine circuits, a testing 
panel to comply with the Board of Trade regulations, and 10 
feeder circuits, of which two are spares. 

The machine panels are fitted with I. T. E. circuit-breakers, 
knife switches, ammeters, &c ; the feeder panels have I. T. E. 
edgewise pattern circuit-breakers and knife switches. 

Paralleling voltmeters and watt-hour meters for measuring 
the total traction output are provided. 

The history of the Bradford distributing network to a 

t extent covers the various phases which have 
characterised this branch of electrical supply work since the 
two-wire system was in vogue. The supply originally com- 
menced on the latter system at a pressure of 115 volts. 

In 1898 the Hopkinson three-wire system of distribution 
was decided on, and a pressure of 230 volts across the outers 
adopted. The majority of the consumers’ lamps were 
supplied at 115 volts, but a certain number of 230-volt 
lamps were employed as an experiment. 

In the year 1897 a further change was made by increasing 
the voltage to 460 across the outers, and the use of 280-volt 
lamps having proved successful, they were generally adopted. 

The credit for introducing the high-voltage lamp, must 
be given to Mr. Sydney Baynes, the electrical engineer from 
1890 to 1895. 

In 1897 Mr. Alf. H. Gibbings, the engineer at that time, 


introduced his scheme for the free supply of lamps to con- 


sumers, Bradford being the first town either in Europe or 
America where such an innovation was adopted. 

In connection with the distributing network, there are 
12 feeding pointe, the sections of feeder cables varying from 
1:5 sq. in. to 3 sq. in. The majority of the cables are of the 
B.I.W. and Siemens single-core armoured type, laid direct 
under the pavemente, though a certain proportion of recent 
cables are laid on the solid system. The disconnecting boxes 
are of the diving-bell type with simple link fittings, and were 
originally designed by Mr. S. W. Baynes. The length of 
the longest lighting feeder is nearly 2 miles, and of traction 
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feeder about 54 miles, the latter feeders totalling some 46 
miles. In connection with the distributing network, the 
department is at present constructing a cable tunnel, about 


1084 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [VoL 58. No. 1,361, Овоимвив 26, 1908. 


4 mile in length, under the Midland Railway, to cross which 
it has previously been necessary to go a considerable dis- 
tance round. The cables will be supported on hangers 
built into the sides of the tunnel. 

A description of the Bradford electrical undertakings 
would {not be complete without some reference to the city 


CAMBOBNE AND REDRUTHÉELECTBIO;TRAMWAY[: TRANSPORT OF MINERALS. 


tramways. These are, in many respecte, uniquely situated, 
as they form а connecting link between the tramway systems of 
Leeds, Halifax, Shipley D.C. and the Mid-Yorkshire scheme, 
and the Spen Valley system of the B. E. T. Co. Unfor- 
tunately, the gauge adopted at Bradford, viz., 4 ft., effect- 
ually isolates it as far 
as through running 
is concerned from the 
majority of its neigh- 
bours. The Leeds system 
meets it at Stanningley 
and Drighlington. The 
Halifax system adjoins 
it at Queensbury ; the 
Shipley Council’s route 
is at present worked by 
the Bradford tramways 
department, and will 
connect to the Mid- 
Yorkshire scheme, which 
is built to the same 
track gauge. The Spen 
Valley system of the 
B.E.T. Oo. will meet it 
at Birkensnaw. 

The routes open at 
present total some 45 
miles, of which 80} are 
double track. The 
steepest gradient is 1 in 
9, on the Church Bank 
section, and the cars on 
this route are equipped 
with special safety de- 
vices to prevent back 
running. The majority 
of the routes have steep 
gradients, the centre of 
the town lying in a hollow. Seven-inch girder rails, weigh- 
ing 102 Ibs. to the yard, have been mostly adopted, and a con- 
siderable number of Cooper & Howard Smith's patent anchor 
joints are in use. Certain sections of track have, however, 
been constructed on the Demerbe system. 

The bonding of the rails is principally done with short 
Ohicago Crown T. bonds, 4 in. centre to centre, fixed under 
the fish-plates for protection. 


С> — 


A number of special lay-outs in the centre of the city were 
specially made by Messrs. Hadfield's Steel Foundry Co., 
Sheffield, with their patent manganese steel rails, points and 
crossings. 

The overhead equipment is of the usual standard pattern, 
centre-pole, side bracket and span-wire construction having 
been adopted on the various routea, and 
in certain places Edmundson-Purdom 
signals are installed for controlling the 
working of the cars. 

The rolling stock consists of 228 
single-truck double-decked cars, each 
carrying 52 passengers, and one single- 
deck double-bogie car to seat 40. 

There are also five snow-ploughs and 
track sweepers. 

The electrical equipments of the 
cars were supplied by Messrs. Witting, 
Eborall & Co. and the British Westing- 
house Co., each car being provided 
with two 20-H.P. motors, and hand, 
slipper and electrical brakes. 

The car depóts are scattered over 
the various routes; the principal 
one will hold 100 cars At the 
Thornbury depót a repair shop has 
been provided, where all the heavy 
repair work is executed. In this 
depot a compressed-air equipment 
has been installed for the purposes 
of chipping, keyway cutting, dril- 
ling, and cleaning armatures and 
casings. | 

The first tramways in  Brad- 
ford were opened in 1882, and the 
first electrical routes in July, 1898. 

When the steam routes of the original companies were 
acquired by the Corporation, their conversion to electric 
traction was carried out by the municipality, and they were 
opened in February, 1902. "The present position of the 
department will be gauged from the fact that during the 
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CAMBORNE AND REDRUTH ELECTRIC Tramway. 


year ending March last, 41 millions of passengers were carried 
and over 4,000,000 car-miles run. 

Mr. A. Blackman is now the city electrical engineer. 

In conclusion, we beg to thank the officials of the elec- 
tricity department for their courtesy in supplying the parti- 
culars relating to that department, and Mr. C. J. Spencer, 
the general manager of the tramways, for information as to 
the Bradford tramway system. 
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CAMBORNE AND REDRUTH TRAMWAY. 


THE accompanying pictures show characteristic views on 
this electric trolley tramway, with cars carrying ore. We 
believe that this is the first time that such a system has been 
called upon to carry both passenger and mineral traffic in 
this country. The Urban Electric Supply Co., Ltd., have 


contracted to carry all the ore from East Pool and Wheal 


Agar mines to the stamps at Tolvaddon, the distance being 
about a mile. The quantity which has to be carried per 
day is about 200 tons. 

The construction of the line, &c., was carried out for 


Messrs. Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, Ltd., by the 


resident, engineer and manager (Mr. F. S. Hanning), on the 
same lines asthe building of the power station and the con- 
struction of the permanent way ; in fact, he was responsible 
for the entire equipment of the lighting and tramway system 
without any contractors, excepting Messrs, Callender’s Cable 
and Construction Co., who carried out the cable work to the 
resident engineer's instructions for the four Board of Trade 
crders—ti.e., Camborne, Redruth, and Шорап lighting 
orders, and Camborne and Redruth tramway order. Over 100 
miles of cable have been laid in mains and network. 

The equivalent number of 8-c.r. lamps connected is 
6,000, the number of motors 17, aggregating about 200 
B. H.P., and the number of tramway motors 10 = 500 BB. H. P., 
making the grand total equivalent to 25,000 8-c Р. lamps. 
Such a result for 12 months’ working would be considered 
excellent in many of the large industrial towns in the United 
Kingdom. For instance, Rochdale, with a similar combined 
system, and a population of 83,000, has only the equivalent 
of 18,000 8-c.P. lamps after three years’ working. 

The ore is carried from the mines over about half a mile 
of Camborne and Redruth tramway permanent way, leaving 
the latter at the power station, Carn Brea. A 
light railway has been laid down on private property 
crossing two main roads to the stamps at Tolvaddon, a 
distance of about j mile. In the construction of this it was 
necessary to build a bridge over the Gas Works Road, and a 
large amount of levelling had to be done. A trestle bridge 
was also found necessary from the second to the third stamps, 
owing to the difficulty of getting curves of a reasonable 
radius in such a cramped area. 

junction with the permanent way, produced many difficulties 
in the shunting of trucks and locomotives, owing to the 
limited space at the constructor's disposal. 

The company have also arranged with the Post Office to 
have letter boxes on their cars; letters are to be collected 
hourly at Camborne and Redruth, a start being made in this 
direction on January 1st, 1904. | 

The two locomotives were supplied by Messrs. Milnes, 
and the electrical equipment, motors and controllers, &c., by 
the British. Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., each loco. having 
two 25-H.P. motors of the K 60 type. There are 14 side- 
tipping steel truck&—eight carrying 2] tons per truck, and 


six 8 tons per truck. These trucks are provided with 


powerful brakes on all four wheels, and a train will consist 
of three trucks and a loco. so that there will be three trucks 
loading, six trucks and two loco.'s on the journey, three 
trucks discharging, and two spare trucks to allow for repairs. 

The ore will be carried between the hours of 7 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Sundays excluded. | 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


(Continued от page 1029.) 


Books Received.—“ Light Railways Procedure,“ Vol. 
IL, by J. S. Oxley. London: P.8. King & Son. 21s. net. 

"Annuaire du Bureau des Longitudes pour 1904.” 
Gauthier-Villars. 1°50 fr. 

“ Calvert's Mechanics’ Almanack for 1904.” 
Heywood. 4d. 


Trade Announcements,— We are asked to state 
that the liquidation of the British Schuckert Electric Co., Ltd., 
which has already been mentioned in these columns, is consequent 
upon the Schuckert & Siemens amalgamation in Germany, and 
the interests of the Schuckert Co. in Great Britain have now bsen 
entrusted to Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., Westminster. 

Messrs. G. E. Taylor & Co., electrical engineers and contractors, 
bave removed to more commodious premises at 8, Bush Lane, 
Cannon Street, E.C., owing to increase of business, 


Paris: 


London: John 


This special work, in con- 


Stealing Copper Cable.—At Guildhall on 17th inst., 
William McConkey, Ernest Ezra, James Brown, Frederick Kerr, 
and David Lang, all in the employment of the Charing Cross and 
City Electricity Supply Corporation, Ltd., were charged on remand 
with stealing various quantities of copper cable, Alfred Tome, a 
marine store dealer, of 120, Old Street, was brought up on remand 
charged with receiving the property—6 cwt. of cable, value £18— 
well knowing it to have been stolen. Mr. Alderman Smallman 
sentenced Ezra to one month's imprisonment, and McConkey, 
Brown, Kerr and Lang each to six weeks’ imprisonment, with hard 
labour. He sentenced Toms to six months, with hard labour. 


Kettering Street Lighting.—The Gilbert Arc Lamp 
Co., Ltd., are carrying out the street lighting here for Messrs. 
Kennedy & Jenkin, who have advised the Council to install the 
company's 6-ft, carbon open type lamps there, burning about 
60 hours. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— The first meeting and 
public examination in the case of Mr. J. W. Btorr, electrical engi- 
neer, Dudley, are to be held at Dudley on December 29th and 
January 18th respectively. 


Telegraph Cable Imports.—The value of the foreign 
telegraph cables and apparatus connected therewith imported into 
this country during November last amounted to £5,782 as compared 
with £5,419 in Ootober last, bringing up the total for the first 
eleven months of the year to £55,981. | 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Abercarn.—The U.D.C. has decided to defer application 
for a prov. order to supply electricity. 


Andover.— The T.C. has resolved to oppose the applica- 
tion of the Southern District Electricity Sapply Corporation for 
supplying electricity to the district. 


Ayr.—The T.C. has agreed to supply energy to the 
Glasgow and South-Western Railway at 3d. per unit on a minimum 
consumption of 30,000 units p.a. and up to 50,000, and over that, 
at 24d. per unit. 


Barnet.-The E.L. sub-committee of the T.C. has inter- 
viewed the North Metropolitan Electrical Power Distribution Co., 
on the question of supply, and the company proposes to cancel the 
present order under which it is working and apply to the B. of T. for 
& new one,covering the area of Arkley, the company to pay the 
Council the cost of the order for the present extended district. The 
company proposes that the agreement with the T.C. shall be 
extended for a further period of seven years. ў 


Beverley.—The Lincolnshire and Yorkshire Electric 
Power Oo. has informed the T.O. that it proposes to apply for 
power to erect an electricity works in the Council's district. | 

The T.C. has paid Mr. Baker £130 for preparing a scheme.for the 
lighting of the town. 


Blairgowrie. — The T.C. is considering the electric 
lighting of the town, and on the 16th inst. interviewed certain 
gentlemen in connection with a scheme. It is proposed to utilise 
water-power from Benecally. 


Bristol.—The Electrical Committee has decided to 
extend an alternating current main to New Brislington. Extensions 
have beea authorised also to Phippen Street, Malago Vale, Bed- 
minster and Queen Street. 


Cardiff.—The Corporation on 15th inst. approved of the 
extension of the power station at Roath, in order to meet the in- 
creased demands of the electric lighting department. The cost of 
the building will be about £9,000, but no estimate can be given as 
to the cost of the plant until the extent of the increased demand is 
known. 


Carnarvon.— The T.C. has approved of the North Wales 
Power Co.’s Bill, and has constituted the E.L. Committee a 
Watch Committee to protect ite interests. 


Chestertield.—The T.C., on the recommendation of its 
electrical engineer, Mr. Б. L. Acland, has decided tg obtain another 
400-kw. set for lighting and power, and to expend £100 on com- 
pounding two of its existing sets for dealing with the traction load. 
The estimated cost of the extensions, which will bring the capacity 
of the plant up to 1,000 x w., i8 £5,680. 


Coventry.—The E.L. Committee of the Corporation has 
recommended the expenditure of £31,575 on extensions, being the 
completion of the original scheme which was decided upon as the 
reaali of Mr. Jeckell’s report on the financial aspect of tbe under- 
taking. In regard to the borrowing of £5,000 sanctioned by the 
L G.B. for the purchase of electric motors, the latter will be pur- 
chased as required. 


Dewsbury.—A L.G.B. inquiry was held recently rela- 
tive to the Corporation's application for а loan of £9,920 for elea- 
trical purposes. Part of the loan is for further extensions, and 
the balance to meet ontetanding liabilities, There was no op- 
position, | 
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Doneaster,—The T.C. will shortly consider the question 
of applying for further powers to extend the limits of ita present 
area of supply, which will include Balby-with-Hexthorpe, Wheatley, 
Warmsworth, Bentley-with-Arksey, Kirk Sandall, Loversall, Sprot- 
borough, Cantley, Armthorpe and Carr House-with-Elmfield, and 
also further provisions with regard to supply. 


Dublin.—At a special meeting of the Dublin Corpora- 
tion, the report of the E.L. Committee, embodying a letter from the 
L.G.B. in regard to the application for £48,000, to complete the 
City electric lighting scheme and to carry out the Clontarf scheme, 
was adopted after prolonged discussion. The LG.B. state that 
£41,500 of the above sum represents an under-estimate of the cort 
of the scheme, notwithstanding the fact that a saving of about £6,000 


was effected by the modification of the original estimates; also that 


about 87 per cent. of the work for which the above loan is required 


appears to be due to expenditure which will not increase the earning | 


capacity of the system. "The original estimate for the Pigeon House 
acheme was £254,000, and that sum, and £52,300 in addition, has 
now been spent. 


Eastbourne.— A 1.0. B. inquiry was held recently into 
the application by the Т.С. for power to borrow £10,000 for electric 
lighting purposes. ' 


Edmonton,—'The Council has resolved by a majority - 


of two votes, to carry out its prov. order itself. Several offers 
had been received from various firms for taking over the under- 
taking. 


Elland.—The T.C. has resolved to make application to 
the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £4,000 for extensions at its elec- 
tricity works. | 


7 
Farnborough.—The Б. of T. bas written to the U.D.C. 
inquiring whether the Council has taken any steps to carry out its 
proposal to transfer its prov. order to Power and Traction, Ltd., ог 
to establish works under the order. The Council has replied that no 
application has been made by Power and Traction, Ltd., for the 
transfer of the order. 


Gillingham (Dorset).—Messrs. Parry, Koss. 
Richards have submitted to the P.C. a scheme for electric lighting. 
They propose to convert an old silk mill into a generating station, 
and to supply energy for public lighting at 5d. per unit on an 
annual consumption of 50,000 units. The scheme has been 
adopted, and a company will be formed locally to carry it out. 


Gorton.—The T.C. has applied to the B. of T. for an 
extension of time to enable the Council to carry out the works 
authorised by its order. 


Hanley.—The T.C. has decided to obtain alternative 
tenders for the provision of turbines and reciprocating engines at 
the electricity worka. | 


Hornsey.—The D.C. has resolved to put an end to the 
agreement with the National Electric Free Wiring Co. 


Keynsham.—The R. D. C. has received à communication 
from a firm acting on behalf of the Keynsham Electric Light and 
Power Co., stating tbat the company would be willing to fix the 
price of energy at 11s. 8d. up to 20 unite, and 7d, a unit after. 


Kirkcaldy.—The T.C. has reduced the price of energy 
for power to 1:4. per unit, up to 6 p.m. 


Lincoln, South Ameriea.—^ small electric lighting 
plant of 35 kw. nas been inaugurated recently. 


London. —ISLIN GTO N. -The B.C. has agreed that, in 
the event of the L.C.C. sanctioning the borrowing of £849 for elec- 
tric lighting purposes for a period of 42 years, it will undertake 
that during the currency of the loan no further loans will be raised 
to replace any of tbe plant and machinery, the cost of which is to 
be defrayed out of such loan, and that any renewals required 
during that period shall be provided out of a sinking fund to be 
created for the purpose, or from maintenance account. | 

WESTMINSTER.—The claim for £30,000 compensation by Pen- 
darves Trustees against the L С.С. for the freehold of the premises 
used by the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Sardinia Street, 
and required for the new thoroughfare—Kingsway—has been settled 
by consent at £24,754. 

MARYLEBONE.—A special meeting of the B.C. has been held 
to consider the recent judgment by which the Council i 
to pay the Supply Co. £60,000 by January 3186 next. It was- 
decided to take the necessary steps for obtaining an over-draft for 
that amount from the Council’s bankers, in lieu of levying a rate, for 
which there was not time. Mr. Edward White moved that a Bill 
be introduced into Parliament to relieve the B.C. from the obliga- 
tion to purchase the Supply Co.’s Marylebone undertaking upon 
equitable terms. The discussion was adjourned. 


The Lothians,.—The chairman of the Lothians Electric 
Power Co. stated at a meeting of the company on the 17th inst.ithat 
the Fife Electric and Scottish Central Co.'s might possibly unite 
with the Lothians Co. All three companies propose to supply 
energy in bulk. A 


Lymington.—The R. D.C. has given permission for the 
local electric lighting eompany to extend the mains to Pennington. 


and | 


Paignton.—The U.D.C. has appointed Messrs. Enright 
and Co. consulting engineers re the E.L. scheme ata fee of £400. 


Redfern, N. S. W.—Owing to a breakdown of the boilers 
in the borough electricity works, the streets were recently in dark- 
ness for three nights. | 


Salisbury.—The Board of Guardians has decided to 
engage Mr. L. Andrews, late of Hastings, to advise it on the ques- 
tion of installing the electric light in the Workhouse. 


Southampton.—The Inland Waterways, Ltd., have in- 
formed the T.C. that they intend to apply to the B. of T. fora 
prov. order to supply energy within its area. The Corporation will 
oppose the application. 


Spain.—A concession has been. granted to put down a 
plant to utilise the water power of the River Tago, at Sacedon, 
in the generation of electrical energy for lighting aud power 
purposes. 


Springwell.—Arrangements have been made by the 
Council for a supply of energy for public lighting from Springwell 
Colliery. ' 


Strabane.— The T.C. has esolved not to asrent to the 
Ulster Electric Power Co. applying for powers to light its area. 


Swinton.—The U. D. C. has resolved to communicate 
with the Salford Corporation and the South Lancashire Tramways 
Co. to ascertain the most favourable terms upon which a supply of 
electricity in bulk can be obtained by the Council. 


Tamworth.—The R. D. C. has assented to the application 
of the T.C. for a prov. order, and a committee has been formed to 
protect the Council's intereste. The P.C. of Bolehall and Glascote, 
in the Council's district, has decided to oppose the T.C. on the 
ground that it has no proof that the T.C. would supply it with 
energy. . 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


' Birkenhead.—The Т.С. on Friday decided to offer a 
salary of £450 to the new manager of the electric tramways, in order 
to secure a competent man. Mr. A. R. Fearnley, who is relinquish- 
ing the position, was appointed at £300, and a year later bis salary 
was increased to £450. 


Cardiff. The electric tramways аге to be extended from 


. Castle Road to Crwys Road, from Rhymney railway bridge to Taly- 


garn Street, and from the Cowbridge Road terminus to west of 
Victoria Park, Canton, at a cost of £17,673. 


Chatham.—The Chatham and District Light Railways 
Co.is making great progrees in the extension of its electric tram- 
lines in the district. It is now just completing a through line 
running from the Dockyard and Naval Barracks on to New 
Brompton and Gillingham by way of Middle Street, Old Brompton. 
When this is complete, which will be in a few dayr, passengers will 
be able to ride all round the district at a 2d. fare. The company is 
now accommodating the public with a double line up the long hill 
leading from the east end of Chatham to Gillingham and the 
Rainham district. It has also powers to go on to Rainham and 
Maidstone, and it is expected that shortly these routes will be 
commenced. - 


Huddersfield. — The traffic receipts for November 
amounted to £4,777 5s. 2d., or 881d. per car-mile, an increase of 
£459 7s. 6d. The number of miles run was 130,201, and the 
passengers numbered 911,788. 


Italy.—It is announced from Naples that a new electric 
railway connecting Resina with the first station on Cook's funicular 
line on Vesuvius is shortly to be opened for traffic. The line, which 
will be only 74 km. long, has a difference of altitude of 700 metres. 
The highest section for about one-fifth of the total length is on the 
rack system (Strub’s arrangement). The line has been built by 
Thos. Cook & Sons, the well-known tourist agents, with a view to 
facilitating approach to the crater. 

The Minister of Public Works has authorised the railway com- 
pany to suspend the service of accumulator traction on the Bologna- 
St. Felice-Poggio Rusco and Bologna-Modena Lyons railways, the 
trials not having given satisfactory resulta. 


New York City.—A police report issued on December 
4th shows that of 365 persons killed in the city streets during the 
past year, 172 deaths were caused by the electric street cars. 
Usually no penalty attaches to the motor-man, nor damages to the 
company. Only nine deaths were due to automobiles. 


Oswaldtwistle.—Accrington T.C. has approached the 
U.D.C. on the question of extending the electric tramways to the 
town. я 


Perth.—The Tramways Committee had before it оп 
16th inst. a dozen applications from various firms for the work of 
carrying out the reconstruction of the tramways for electric trac- 
tion. The clerk was instructed to. inquire what contracts the 
applicants had already carried out, and report at a future meeting. 
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Russia.—The British Vice-Consul at Sevastopol re- 
ports that the Russian Government has decided to construct an 
electric railway between Sevastopol and Yalta, to pass vid Bala- 
clava, Bida, Aloupka and Livadia. 


South Shields.—Our Northern correspondent learns that 
the Tramways Committee has very materially altered its decision in 
respect to the leasing and construction of the tramways. The 
recent suggestion was that the Committee should have power to con- 
struct the tramways, but that the question of leasing them should 
be left over for the present; the intention having always been to 
construct the tramways municipally, whether they were afterwards 
leased or not. Now, however, after a consideration of the points 
involved, the Committee is going to recommend the Council to 


advertise for offers for the leasing, as well as for the construction~ 


and electrical equipment of the tramways. 


- 


 TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Brighton Telephones.—At last week's T.C. meeting 
Councillor Carden, chairman of the Telephones Committee, referred 
to the Postmaster-General's letter, which was mentioned in our last 
. issue, and said the Committee regretted that the Postmaster-General 
had come to tbis decision without waiting to hear the Committee's 
side of the question. He hoped the Committee's reply would fully 
make out the justice of their case. He felt, however, that in the 
interests of the Corporation he could only bow to the decision. 


Italian Telephones,—Telephonic communication has 
just been established between Rome, Florence and Naples. 


P.O, Telephones.—At Richmond on 16th inst. the Post 
Office Telephone Exchange was formally opened. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs ;— - 


INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 


.. May 5, 102 
.. May 7,1909  ..  .. 
M UEM Ll a 
a aC Aug, 18, 1903 Lo un 


CABLBB, 


Dominica-Martinique .. ee - T 
Bt. Lucia- Martinique ёе es T 
Anjer-Kal ianda oe ee we . 
· Cayenne-Pinheiro T T А 
8t. Lucia-8t. Vinoent .. oe ee ee er Bept. 19, 1909 ee se 
. Reissa-Issa (Yemen)-Camaran oe ^s es, Qoi. 22, 1008 .. NP 
" yenne ee ee + ee ee Feb. 26, 1908 ee ee 
New York-Hayti * ee ee ee ee April 18, 1908 ee ve 
"Trinidad-Demerara No, 1. oe * m “+ Aug. 27, 1901 ee ee 
Tourane-Amoy — * ee ee ee . EX ee 
St. Jacques-Haiphong .. a 
St. Thor as-Bt. Kitts 


LANDLINES. 


.. Deo. 21, 1903. 


.. Dec. 14,1908 .. 


Rowno-Odessa T 
.. Dec. 16, 1908 .. ae 


Mole 8t. Nicolas. Port- au- Prince 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Battersea.— December 28th.  Coal-handling plant for 
the electricity works. See '' Official Notices " December 11th. 


Belfast. — January 15th. 
" Official Notices " to-day. 


Enniscorthy.—January 20th. Electric lighting and 
pumping plant (seven sections), for the Lunatic Asylum. See 
' Official Notices " December 4th. 


Erith.—Japuary 18th. Lancashire boilers, piping, con- 
densing plant, three-phase steam alternator of 500 Kw., switch- 
board and cable extensions. See Official Notices December 18th. 


Electricity meters. See 


Govan.—December 28th. Coal bunkers, conveyor, and 
electric capstan. See Official Notices December 4th. 


Hackney.— January 4th, 1904, Feeding and distribut- 
ing mains. See Official Notices” December 11th. 


Harrismith (Orange River).—January 18th. Cables, 
transformers, switchgear, &c. See Official Notices December 11th. 


Kettering.—January 9th. Electricity meters. See ** Offi- 
cial Notices " December 18th. 


Lanark.—January 11th. The County Council and 
Middle Ward District Committee want tenders for refuse destructor 
and electric lighting plant, &c. Specifications, &c., from W. L. 
Douglass, district engineer, Hamilton. | 


I. C. C.— January 19th, 1904. Six electrically-driven 
three-throw boiler feed pumps for Greenwich power station. See 
“ Official Notices " November 20th. | 


Spain.— Tenders are at present being invited by the 
municipal authorities of Plencia (Vizcaya province) for the con- 
cession for the electric lighting of the town during a period of four 
years. Tenders are to be sent to El Secretario del Ayuntamiento 
de Plencis (Vizcaya), whence particulars may be obtained. 


Spain.—February 12th. Concession for an electric tram- 
way between Porrino and Mondariz (Pontevedra province) See 


“Contracts Open” December 18th. à 


Sydney (N.S.W.).— December 30th. "Telegraph, tele- 
phone, and electric light material for the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of Sydney. Bee this column for November 6th. : 


Sydney (N.S. W.).—January 12th, 1904. Messrs. Preece 
and Cardew want tende rs for :—One or two 600-&w. or one 1,200 Kw. 
three-phase steam alternators with condenser, pipework, motor- 
generators, transformers, switchboards, &c, and a coal and ash 
conveyor. See “ Official Notices" December 11th. 


Wallasey.—J anuary 16th. Cables, joint and section 
boxes. See Official Notices December 18th. 


Walthamstow.— January 1st. Permanent way, gas 
plant, engines, dynamos, batteries, switchboard, cables, overhead 
equipment, &c., for 11 miles of line. See “Official Notices” 
December 4th. . | 


———— — 
- 


OLOSED. 


Cardiff.—The Tramways Committee has accepted the 
tender of the British Westinghouse Co., for 15 single-deck com- 
bination tram-cars, at £601 10a. each. 


Faversham.— The Council has accepted the tender of 
the British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., for 
pumps at the electricity works, at £135, and that of the Brockie- 
Pell Co., for arc lamps, with automatic switches for incandescent 
lights on arc lamp- posts. 


Malifax.—'The Board of Guardians has accepted the 


tender of Messrs. Sunderland & Co. for the installation of the 


electric light in the new board room, at £258 123. 6d. 


Hull.—'lhe Corporation Tramways Committee has 
accepted the tender of Mr. E. A. I;sckenby, for the supply of 14 
tram-car covers of the Kennington type, at £80 each. 


Ipswich. — The T. C. has placed an order for an addi- 
tional 360-r.H.P. set for the electricity works with the Electrical 
Co., at £1,611. 


London.—The Highways Committee of the L. C. C. has 
reported upon the tenders received for the supply of 12,500 tons of 
rails, fastenings, conductor tees, &c., which are required in connec- . 
tion with the reconstruction of certain portions of the tramways. 
The specification for these materials was divided into two parts— 


track rails and slot rails, and fastenings in each case. The lowest 
of the 14 tenders were :— 
Track Rais, &. 
Name of firm. * Amount. Remarks, 


£40,418 18 6 Basic steel tendered for. 
Basic Bessemer steel, 
42,065 19 0 Do. Do. + 


Charles Frére, jun., Brussels. 
P. & W. Maclellan, Ltd., Glasgow. 
A. Penney & iai ph 

0 


Bolling & Lowe, London. 12414 8 2 Do. do 

M. Korten, London. 13,250 0 6 Do. do 

J. G. White & Co., Ltd., London. 43,353 1 0 Do. do. r 

The Lorain Steel Co., U.S. America. 43,869 8 0 Will not accept penalty for 
; delay in delivery. 

Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., Ltd., 48,748 9 0 Acid steel tendered for. 


London. 
For the slot rails 16 tenders were received, the lowest being :— 7 


The Lorain Steel Co., U.S. America. £83,979 0 0 Will not accept penalty for 
delay in delivery. 
84,067 12 


6 Basic Bessemer steel ten- 
i dered for. 
J. G. White & Co., Ltd., London. 34,649 10 0 Acid steel tendered for. 
Bolling & Lowe, London 34,896 19 2 Basic Bessemer steel. 
Pennsylvania and Maryland Steel 35,958 10 0 Delivery in quantities given 
Co., U.5. America. | as far as shipments by 
steamer allow. 
Frodingham Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., 85,461 15 0 Acid steel. 
Doncaster 
Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., Ltd. 36,571 12 6 Do. do. 


London 
Steel, Peech & Tozer, Ltd., Sheffield 38,923 0 0 Do. do. 


In regard to these tenders, the report states:—"'' The tenders have 
been carefully examined by the engineer, who has advised us that, 
as regards the supply of track rails, that of Messrs. Bolckow, 
Vaughan & Co., Ltd, amounting to £43,748 98., should be accepted. 
The six lowest tenders for the supply of the track rails provide for 
the use of basic steel, while the specification issued required that 
the rails to be supplied should be made of acid steel. We were 
advised by the chief engineer that as the rails which have hitherto 
been supplied have been made of basic steel, it was important that, 
in order that a fair comparison might be made of the relative 
life of rails made of these two forms of steel, the rails now 
required shoüld be made of acid steel. The next tender, that 
of the Lorain Steel Co., of America, cannot be considered, as the 
company is unwilling to accept the clause with reference to the 
incurring of penalties in the event of non-delivery within the time 
specified. In the circumstances, we are of opinion that the tender 
of Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., should be accepted. This firm, 
who are very large manufacturers of rails, have, we are informed, 
carried out very important contracts in a satisfactory manner. The 


P. & W. Maclellan, Ltd., Glasgow. 


- whole of the work under the contract will, we understand, be 


executed by Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan & Co. themselves. 

% With reference to the supply of slot rails and conductor-tees, we 
are advised by the engineer that the tender of.the Frodingham 
Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., amounting to £36,461 15s, should be 


^ 
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accepted. The lowest tender is that submitted by the Lorain Steel 
Co., who in this case also have intimated that they would not be 
prepared to accept the proposed clause with reference to payment 
of penalties in the event of late delivery, and we have therefore 
not considered their tender. The four next tenders lower in amount 
than that of the Frodingham Co. provide for rails of Belgian or 
American manufacture, and, in view of the extra expenditure which 
would have to be incurred in arranging for the proper inspection 
and supervision of the carrying-out of the work, we are of opirion 
that the tender of the Frodingham Iron and Steel Co. should be 
accepted. This tender p:ovides for steel of English manufacture, 
and it is only £2,394 28. 6d. larger in amount than the second 
tender, that of Mesers. P. and W. Maclellan, which is for rails of 
Belgian manufacture. : 

" As the Council is aware, the last contract entered into for the snp- 
ply of rails provided for steel of Belgian manufacture, and it is satis- 
factory to note that the tenders which we propose should be accepted 
are 7 per cent. lower in amount, although providing for goods of 
British manufacture, than would be the case were they based on the 
prices in the contract last entered into.” 


Northampton and Sunderland.—Messis. E. Allen & Co., 
Ltd., have recently secured a large contract for the Northampton 
Corporation Tram ways through Messre. .|. G. White & Co, Ltd. (the 
contractors) for cast-steel points and crossings, with tonguea and 
renewable pieces in their Imperial manganese steel, and cast-iron 
bound crossings with manganete steel centres. They have also 
secured a contract for the Sunderland District Tramwaye, through 
Messrs. A. Krauss & Sons, of Bristol (the contractors) for the whole 
of the cast-steel pointe, fitted with manganese steel tongues and 
crossings required in the construction of these tramways. 


Portsmouth,—The Corporation Telephone Committee 
has accepted the tender of the International Electric Co., of 
London, for the extension of the switchboard by 300 direct lines, 
with an ultimate capacity of 360 more, at £015. 


The Corporation has accepted the tender of Mesars. Milnes, 


Voss & Co., for a car-roof cover as an experiment, at £65. 


Walsall.—The Corporation has accepted tenders as fol- 
lows:—Bumeted & Chandler, for a 500-H.r. engine, £1,430; and 
Thos. Parker, Ltd., for supplying magnete for d ynamos, £740. | 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Tuesday, January 5th — London Elc« rical Contractors’ Association. 
Paper by R. B. Johnson on “The Necessity for the 
Standardisation of Wiring Rules." 


` NOTES. 


| кабак MN 

A Merry Christmas.—We take this opportunity of wish- 
ing all with whom we come into touch through the columns of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW а right merry Xmas. 


British Electrical Friendly Society.—The second 
annual general meeting of this society was held on Monday, 
December 14th, at Essex Hall, Escex Street, Strand. Mr. W. G. 
Bond presided. The report of the Central Committee stated that 
there are now 30 branches and 1,980 members, a net increase of 
seven branches and 636 members. The income from all sources 
during the year was over £3,010, as against £1,130 for the preceding 
period. The expenditure for sick pay was over £1,844, death 
claims £59, and medical fees over £316. The chairman, in moving 
the adoption of the report, called attention to the very heavy 
sickness experienced during the year, and expressed the hope tbat 
it would be a long time before such an unusually heavy year would 
again be experienced. Mr. E. Garcke, who bad retired from the 
chairmanship of the Society, was elected a trustee. 


Gas Engine Developments.—At a meeting of the 
Junior Institution of Eagineers, held on December 4th, Prof. D. S. 


Capper read a paper on Кзсепё Developments in the Construction 
and Working of Gas Engines." 


Personal.— The Marquis of Tweeddale presided on 17th 
inst. at the Hotel Cecil over a dinner given to Mr. George Draper 
by his former colleaguos on his retirement from the service of the 
Eastern Telegraph Co. Me. Draper became connected with the 
Anglo-Mediterranean Telegraph Co. in 1869, and was appointed 
secretary of the Eastern Telegraph C». in 1872, and of the Eastern 
and South African Telegraph Co. in 1879. 

Mr. Graham Harris desires to thank the many friends for their 
letters of sympathy with him, on the death of bis partner— Sir 
Frederick Bramwell, Bart. Having regard to the very large 
number he bas received, he bas found it imposeible to send 
individualtreplies, and trusts his friends will, therefore, accept this 
expression of his thanks, and his appreciation of their kindness, 
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Electricity and Fires.—Before the Insurance Society 
of Edinburgh last week, Mr. Henry R. L. Burn, of the North 
British and Mercantile Insurance Co., read a paper on Electric 
Light Supply and Precautions against Fire.” He emphasised the 
necessity of installations of electricity being carried out by first- 
rate firms, for if they were to believe the assessors reports, 
"sgecamping" must be accountable for many of the fires, as they 
found it reported that the cause of fire in many cases was through 
defective installati n. In conclusion, Mr. Burn gave particulars of 
losses which had been incurred by fires, many of which had pecnliar 
origins. Ia one case, he mentioned that owing to the wind sway- 
ing & ball lamp, the coil became frayed, and damage to the extent 
of £8 was done. He cited a case in which £1,400 damage had 
been done to a church, and stated that buildings which were not 
frequently tenanted should be fitted with some automatic arrange- 
ment which would give warning when neceseary. 


An Electrical Coal Feeder for Gasworks.—At the 
Congress of the Société Technique de l'Industrie du Gaz, held last 
May in Toulon, 8 mechanical stoker working by electric power was 
described by its inventor, M. de Brouwer, director of the gasworks 
at Bruges. The machine is said to act well, does not require a 
costly installation or skilled attendance, and is applicable to small 
as well as large works. It consists of three pulleys of different 
diameters forming a group. The two smaller pulleys are con- 
nected by a belt which runs over them, and they are kept in rot a- 
tion by an electric motor applied to the larger of the two. Their 
axles’ are not in the same horizontal plane, the smaller pulley 
being at a lower level, so that the belt is inclined to the vertical at 
an angle of about 45°. The third pulley presses on the belt midway 
between the other two and is thus kept in motion. Its circum- 
ference is hollowed like a tube, and the coal, falling from a hopper, 
is caught in the tube and carried round by centrifugal force with 
such an impetus that it shoots away from the pulley in almost a 
horizontal stream into the mouth of the furnace. Besides not 
requiring the ordinary stoking operations, the method has the 
unexpected advantage of not producing so great an accumulation of 
graphite in the furnaces, apparently because of the air carried by 


‘the shoot of coals into the fire. The machine is used in works at 


Bruges, Toulon, Barcelona and elsewhere. It promises well for 
coke furnaces and war ships. 


New Mercury Vapour Lamp.— For some time past Mr. 
C. O. Bastian, woll known for his electrolytic meter, has been 
engaged in perfecting a new type of mercury vapour lamp. This 
has now progressed so far that we may hope to hear of ite practical 
application as soon as patent formalities have been complied with, 
and arrangements made for the manufacture of the lamp in quantity. 
The light is of a remarkably penetrating character, and quite snit- 
able for street lighting without modification; by a simple and 
ingenious device, however, Mr. Bastian has succeeded in improving 
the colour of the light and rendering it suitable also for indoor 
lighting, the white light emitted being, in fact, perfectly satis- 
factory for even such trying purposes as matching colours. This 
modification involves a slight loss of efficiency, but even so, the 
efficiency is far higher than that of any glow lamp. Moreover, the 
lamp is self-starting, lighting up directly it is switched on. Farther 
details will be given as soon as they are available. 


Radium.—A lecture on * Radium and Radio-activity ” 
was delivered on 18th inst. by Mr. John Gray, B. Sc., A. R. B. M., 
under the auspices of the Aberdeen Mechanical Society. Prof. Japp 
precided. Mr. Gray, by means of interesting experimenta, illus- 
trated the peculiar manifestations of the activity of radium. The 
effect of these new discoveries upon the old atomic theories came 
under consideration, and provoked a brief discussion, in which the 
chairman naturally took the side of the chemists. He thought that 
Mr. Gray went a little too far in speaking of the downfall of the 
atomic theory. Mr. Gray, in reply, thought Prof. Japp would 
admit tŁat in the lecture he did not quite relegate the atomic 
theory to a place where 15 would be simply old furniture. He had 
no doubt that long before it was actually proved experimentally, 
the more-far-seeing chemists thought that in certain cases certain 
atoms break up, and among these they had te place Prof. Japp, who 
had warned his students that such a thing might take place. 


Lecture.— Under the joint auspices of the Notts Educa- 
tion Committee and the Midland Branch of the National Associa- 
tion of Colliery Managers, a lecture was delivered in Nottingham 
University College, on Saturday, by Mr. W. Maurice, M. I. M. E., on 
the subject of Practical Colliery Electricity." 


A Gas Engine of Beam Type.— Mr. Morgan presents 
a paper to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers describing 
a gas engine specially designed for blast furnace and producer gas, 
in which the power of the engine is passed through an oscillating 
Ьзаш to the connecting rod and crank. The beam, such as it is, 
is very short, but the compactness claimed is not very striking. 
The author has something to say about the dust in blast-furnace gas, 
but is clearly unacquainted with the successful and pioneer work 
done in this country, and only takes up the tale at the point Where 
the Cockerill Co., finding they were mistaken їп attempting to use 
uncleaned gas, began to clean it by centrifugal fan blowers, the 
centrifugal fan, by the way, baving beea used by Thwaite in the first 
blast-furnace gas engine at Wishaw, which was at work before the 
Cockerill Co. found out the mistake of using dirty gas. The oentri- 
fugal cleaning was nota German discovery, as Mr. Morgan think». 
It is at least satisfactory to find that the Americans are actually 
beginning to wake up to the value of blast-furnace gases. We have 
found our English iron-masters slow enough in grasping the im- 
portance of the matter, but American hustlers have been slower 
gtill, for they appear to have done next to nothing yet. 


$ 
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Engineering Training.—At a meeting of the North- 
East Coast Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in Newcastle- 
on-Tyne last week, an important scheme was adopted for the train- 
ing of apprentices and pupils in workshops. The Times eays:— 
“Tbe committce believed that youths intending to become artisans 
abou'd receive while at echool the best training possible, including 
instruction in elementary science, and that more attention should be 
given to the inculcation of habits of order, perseverance, and good 


conduct, and that these studies and habite should be developed in 


the workshop by a system of rewards offered by employers. They 
believed that industrial conditions in this country called for some 
char ge in the methods of selecting and training those destined to work 
in tte bigher branches of engineering and shipbuilding. The com- 
mittee felt that if we were to maintain our position in those indus- 
tries in which science playcd an important part, more vigorous 
eff. rts than hitherto must be made to secure the highest and most 
suitable education and training for adequate numbers of selected 
youths, The scheme adopted outlined a scheme for the reception 
into the works of apprentices and pupils, including a system of 
training and of promotion according to merit. It was stated that 
these regulations had been approved by most of the employers in 
the district.” 


Society of Engineers.—The annual general meeting 
was held on Monday, December 14th at Westminster. The chair 
was cccupied by Mr. J. Patten Barber, President. Mr. David 
Butler Butler was elected president for next year. 

The following premiums were awarded by the Council for papers 
read curing the past session, viz. :—The President's Gold Medal to 
Mr. Douglas Mackensie for his paper on Motor Transport for 
Gocds”; the Bessemer Premium of Books to Mr. Robert J. Thomas 
for hie paper on Road Maintenance and Administration " ; and a 
Bccieiy's Premium of Books to Mr. Albert Gay for his paper on 
„Mechanical Stokers for Electricity Generating Stations." 


Eleetro-Pneumatie Signalling.— The North-Eastern 
Railway Cove introduced a large installation of electro- pneumatic 
signslling on their Sunderland and North Bhields line at Harton 
Colliery. This is the first instance of its adoption for the passenger 
traffic of the North-East:rn Railway. A Birmingham newspaper. 
says that in order to ascertain the relative merits of the three power 
signalling systems now engaging the attention of Britieh railway 
otticera, the North-Eastern Co. will shortly lay an experimental in- 
atallation of low-pressure air signalling at Paragon Station, Hull. 


Will.—The 7% ies says that Mr. David Tullis, of Glen- 
cairn, Burnside, Rutherglen, and of Messrs. John Tullis & Sons, 
Ltd., of Glasgow, leather merchants and manufacturers of machinery 
belting, who died on September 27th, left estate valued at £119,544 
78. 10d. : 


The Sterilisation of Water by Means of Oz ůne.— 
A description has been published by Marmier in Z'Electricien of a 
plant for sterilising water by means of ózonised air, which is in ute 
ata large brewery at Marseilles. The ozoniser consiste of a glass 
case containing two glass plates, fastened at a distance of 13 to 
14 millimetres apart. These carry the electrodes between which 
the electric discharge is produced. The original current is obtained 
from an alternator at a pretsure of 60 volts, and is led to a trans- 
former which raises it to a voltage of 40,000. Air which has pre- 
viously been dried by jer over pumice moistened with strong 
sulphuric acid is forced by means of an electrically-driven pump 
into the glass case at a pressure of 10 to 20 millimetres of water 
column; it then flows between the glass plates, leaving the 
spparatus through a tube, the mouth of which is arranged almost 
centrally about one of the plates. The ozonised air passes to the 
sterilising plant along an earthenware pipe, & diaphragm of known 
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apertare being placed in it, and, in front of the diaphragm, a . 


delicate pressure gauge. In this way it is easy to calculate the 
quantity of air flowing through the czoniser in a given time. The 
steriliser is a oy linder of masonry 6 metres high and 3 metres іп 
diameter, filled with quartz pobbles from 2 to 6 centimetres in 
diameter. The water enters at the top, and trickles downwards 
over the stones, meeting the ozonised air which is travelling in the 
oppesite direction. The crude water treated contains 1,800 or 2,0C0 
m.ero-organisms per cubic centimetre, but after passage through 
the apparatus it only retains 1 colony per 1 to 3 cubic centimetres. 
The plant is capable of purifying 20 cubic metresof water per hour, 
9:5 metres of ozonised air being required of a strength equal to 
6 grammes of ozone per metre. In other worde, 1 volume of 
ozonised air purifies 6 volumes of water, or 1 gramme of ozone 
1 cubic meter of water. 

It will be remembered that in January last we gave a description 
o“ a similar plant for purifying the water supply of Wiesbaden. 


Shop Construction.— Mr. Scheffler, of tke American 
8 ciety of Mechanical Engineers, makes a suggestion in a paper to 
that body, of a newdesign of shop which he lays out as an eight- 
armed epider, one arm representing the entrance, and the other 
seven various shops radiating from a common centre, at the eye of 
which he places his octagonal administration building. The idea is, 
l owever, not new, and though it may have certain good points, it 
involves an enormous amount of waste space. In practice we doubt 
if the system of parallel shops can be improved upon. One of the 
hest systems of shop construction is that of the Allis Engine Co., of 
Milwaukee. A pattern shop and a foundry, parallel with each other, 
are placed at right angles with the machine and erecting shops, so 
that there is a given length of pattern shop and of foundry for each 
of the separate and distinct engine shops. The whole works is 
really made up of five smaller works, any section of which can 
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be cut off without affecting the others. Such a plan can, of course, 
only be employed for a very large works which can be divided up 
into several shops, each complete in itself. The author of the 
paper before us states that his radiating system is carried out in the 
Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania. If workshops are to be based 
on the plan of a penitentiary, credit should be given to the old 
pentagon known as Millbank prison, which once stood where the 
Tate Gallery now stands. 


The Economy of Nuperheated Steam.—A paper on 
this subject was read by Mr. E. M. Reynolds before the Rugby 
Engineering Society on December 17th. The possibility of super- 
heat was brought about, he said, by the discovery of heavy mineral 
lubricants and metallic packing. There is some reason in this, but 
it must be remembered that a rod which is running through a 
stuffing box, has either just come from contact with the cold atmos- 
phere, or it has been in contact with exhaust steam. Superheated 
ateam does not get to the rod packings, though it may be admitted 
that the rod surface is never so cold as when there is no superheat. 
It is a pleasure to see that the author does not claim any thermo- 
dynamic advantage from superheat. He very rightly states that if 
the adiabatic cylinder could have been materialised, we should never 
have heard anything of superheat. He states very clearly what it 
is that superheat really does and how it works by reducing cylinder 
condensation, and also piston and valve leakage. A formula by which 
he correlates pressure, temperature and volume is Pv = 93.5 T — 
91 P“ where P is measured in pcunds absolute per square foot, 
v is the volume in cubic feet of 1 lb. of steam, and т is the absolute 
temperature in degrees Fabr. This formula, he states, shows that 
at 300° of superheat the volume of steam is increased 50 per cent., 
but he does not state the saturated temperatr re from which tbe 300? 
superheat is measured. 

He appears, however, not to be clearon the question of specific 
volume and calorific capacity. Superheated steam has less heat, we 
are told, per cubic foot, and, therefore, less heat enters any given 
cylinder per stroke than when saturated steam is used; yet the 
same amcunt of heat is converted into work. This idea is erroneous, 
In a heat engine that fluid is best which contains the maximum heat 
in a given space, and that fluid is dry saturated steam. But we can 
never have dry saturated steam at cut-off. We always get abouta 
third or a half or more of water in addition. It is this water which 
is not only а direct carrier-off of heat, but also acts perniciously asa 
cooling agent upon the cylinder, as the author himself shows just 
previously. Superheated steam gains nothing by its volume. It 
simply loses its superheat and its super-volume together in securing 
dry saturated steam at cut-off. Superheat perishes that the cylinder 
may be dry at cut-off. Pipes may be smaller with superheated 
steam because, being unloaded with water, it travels faster, but 
one should not forget that it is also bulkier than saturated steam. 
Still there is less weight needed for the same duty, and perhaps 20 
per cent. is a suitable reduction for steam pipe area. Then the loss 
due to separators is avoided, and there are various other incidental 
economies. The author did not consider that engines required to 
be very different for superheat. Cer'ainly the piston runs away 
from superheat, and upon colder surfaces, but the admission valve is 
all the time bathed in superheat, and if there is to be any difference 
made it must be in the valves. 

The author is one of those who realise that the separately fired 
superheater is necessary for boilers of the water-tube type, which 
cannot be arranged to contain at once an efficient and safe super- 
heater. He sees that either there will be little or no superheat, or 
the tubes will be burned out. He does rot, however, show how the 
separately fired superheater can bs made at once safe, efficient, 
economical and controllable. The temperature of any furnace must 
be at least 2,500° F., and there are only two ways by which this can 
be brought down to about onc half so as to be safely admissible 
to the superheater tubes. One is to drown the hot gases in an 
equal weight of cold air, whereby the efficiency of the fuel burned 
is reduced to about 20 per cent., ard the other is to employ the 
excess of heat in useful work such as feed heating or even steam 
production, whereby the fuel efficiency may be 50 or even 60 
per cent. 

It is doubtful economy to to superbeat as to keep the steam dry 
through the whole expansion. In this event the cut-off must 
perforce be later, or one cannot use steam sufficient to do the 
work. It may be done where the first cylinder carries steam 
three-fourths of the stroke by carrying it even later, and having a 
very short expansior, but at reasonably early cut-off the superheat 
would be very high indeed. The author, however, prefers reheating 
between cylinders, and on the whole it is very doubtful if the first 
cylinder should receive steam much above 500° F. No oil exists 
beyond 650° F.; few, if any, are useful beyond 600°. 

The author does not in any way touch upon the construction of 
superheaters, systems of control, or the prevention of burning out, 
and he leaves untouched all such questions аз the loss of pressure 
which so many superheaters compel because of their very restricted 
areas. This restriction of area may cause a loss of pressure of 
even 15 per cent., and it seriously reduces the economy of superheat. 
A loes of 3 lbs. is ample in the superheater itself. The loes of pressure 
is due to the high velocity of flow allowed, with the very good 
intention of preventing overheatirg of the superheater tubes, but this 
isa very makeshift method of pipe preservation that cannot be 
permanent. It is a method that has been forced on the makers of 
certain superheaters by the mistaken ideas prevailing that anything 
will do for a superheater, and that a superheater is merely a sort of 
cheap accessory toa boiler. Properly understood, a superheater is 
of primary importance, demanding the best of constructional 
materials. It is exposed to most icvero conditions of duty, and 
should be constructed so as to b3 safe and durable, and capable of 
controlling its own action within с: mpavatively narrow limita of 
temperature. 
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Frictional Electricity in Cleaning Works.— Fires 
occasionally occur in “dry-cleaning” works where fabrics are 
freed from grease and dirt by immersion and agitation in light 
petroleum spirit, or one of the physically similar hydro-carbons 
obtained from coal tar. When the materials are taken out of the 
baths, especially if they are silk goods, and are subjected to friction, 
electric sparks are produced which ignite the highly inflammable 
liquids. Dr. Goehrig, manager of one of the large factories on the 
Continent where this cleaning operation is carried out, has succeeded 
in abolishing this risk by adding to the petroleum spirit 0°1 per cent. 
of a lubricant composed of 4 parts of olein, 4 parts of alcohol, and 
l part of ammonia; and by drawing the goods, as they come out 
of the baths, over metallic gauze. It is stated that although fires 


took place quite frequently in his factory some time аро, no accident 


of the kind has happened during the 10 years that this preventive 
method has been in regular operation. 


Production of Cyanamide Salts.—A further patent, 
No. 16,298, 1902, has been taken out by H. H. Lake, of London, for 
the Cyanid Gesellschaft, of Berlin, for the manufacture of calcium 
cyanamide. А mixture of lime or chalk and charcoal is heated. in 
an electric furnace to a temperature at which nitrogen is absorbed, 
but below that required for the formation of calcium carbide, about 
2,000° C. being best. Nitrogen, or some gas containing nitrogen, 
such as air, is Jed over the mixture. An excess of carbon may be 
employed, and part of it may be used in some organic form such as 
pitch. A metal like iron may be added to the charge in order to 
increase the conductivity of the mixture. The product is mainly 
calcium cyanamide, which is a chemical variant of calcium cyanide, 
and it may be used either for the manufacture of the latter (whence 
the potassium cyanide of gold extraction processes may be pre- 
pared) or as an artificial manure. The operation, in fact, is an 
electrical method of “fixing” atmospheric nitrogen chiefly for 
agricultural purposes. Calcium cyanamide is, We believe, already 
on the Berlin market, and is known by the trade name of 
“ Kalkstickstoff ; it has been tested by several agricultural chemists 
in Germany, and found to be a perfect substitute for South 
American nitrate of soda, or the sulphate of ammonia of the 
gas trade. : 


Light Railways Act, 1596.— Тһе Board of Trade has 
made an additional rule under the Act above named, with respect 
to the allowance of the expenses of local authorities. The rule 
will be placed on sale as a Government publication. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


— 


Mr. REED, of Manchester, has been appointed shift engineer to the 
electric light undertaking controlled by the Gillingham Corpora- 
tion. There were 18 applicants. 


— 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Torquay Electro-Therapeutic Institute, Ltd. (79.458).—This 
e mpany was registered on December 16th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, 
to provide and maintain an establishment for the cure and relief of diseases and 
ailments by electricity or other kindred treatment, to provide and administer 
electric light baths, to carry on the business of electricians, electrical and 
mechanical engineers and rippus of electricity, Ke. The first subsoribers 
(each with one share) are: G. Williams, 12, Strand, Torquay, house furnisher; J.G. 
Harding, 5, Ideford Terrace, Chelston, Torquay, clerk; С. N. B. Pearce, Carina, 
Torquay, clerk; Mrs. M. E. Sparks, Carina, Torquay; W. F. Codner,4, Forward 
Street, Torquay, butcher ; C, P. Sparks, 5, Forward Street, Torquay, house and 
estate agent; and Н, С. Sadgrove, Acocks Green, Birmingham, surveyor. No 
initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor 
more than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, 100 
shares; remuneraticn (except managing director), £20 each per annum. 
Registered office: 5, Forward Street, Torquay. 


Tavistock and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (79,416).— 
This company was registered on December 12th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 
shares, to construct or acquire any tramways in Tavistock, or elsewhere in 
Devon, and tocarry on the business of suppliers of electricity for light, heat, 
sound and power, electrical engineers, electricians, mechanical, practical and 
chemical engineers, &e, The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—W.'T. 
Pressland, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, Westminster, electrical engineer; C. L. 
Cooper. 14, Gloucester Road, S.W., electrical engineer; G. D. Handley, Spring- 
vale, I.W., director of Hardley's, Ltd.; A. Wesr, Briarwood, Ryde, I.W., elec- 
trical engineer; E. W. Oakley, 118, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., incorporated 
accountant; C. 8. Ashdown, 37, Ashworth Mansions, Maida Vale, W., clerk; 
and A. J. Fippard, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, Westminster, 8.W., electrical 
engineer. No initial public issue. The number oí directors is not to be less 
than ibree nor more than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first; 
qualification, £100; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


Electro-Sulphur and Light Co., Ltd. (79,436). — This com- 
pany was registered on December 16th, with a capital of £5,000 in £) shares, to 
establish, equip, open and carry on business as proprietors oi water, light, 
electric and other baths and other appliances for the curative or sedative 
treatment oí all or any organs of the body for therapeutic and other purposes, 
to administer light and colour treatment, and any other treatment involving 
the use of electricity with or without sulphur, waterorother vebicle &c. The 
first subscribers аге: —8: Armitage, Thames Chambers, Adelphi, W.C., civil 
va iere J. Brodie, 55, Leadenhall Street, E.C., gentleman, with 100 shares; 
J. Ibbotson, 15, Fitzalan Square, Sheffield, woollen merchant, with 100 shares; 
M. B. Pearron, 81, Burnt Ash Road, Lee, Kent, shipowner, with 100 shares; 
C. E. Pothecary,1, Gresham Buildings, Basinghall Street, E.C., solicitor, with 
1 share; E. W. Harris, 11, Colchester Street, S,W., clerk; and D. C. Woollaston, 
121, Manstield Koad, Gospel Oak, N.W., clerk, with 1 share. Minimum cash 
subser.ption 42,500. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor 
more than five; the subscribers are to appoint the first. Qualification £100; 
rd ipia £250 per annum, divisible. Registered office: 142, Gray's Inn 

oad, W.C, 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. _ 


Penzance and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (79,415).— 
This company was registered on December 12th, with a capital of £1,000 in 21 
shares, to construct or acquire any tramway or tramways in Penzance. The 
subscribers and all other particulars are the same as in the Tavistock and Dis- 


_ trict Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (q.v.) 


Ashford and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (79,412).— 
This company was registered on December 12th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 
shares, to acquire any tramway or tramways in Ashford, Kent. The subscribers 
and all other particulars are the game as in Tavistock and District Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd. (q.v.) 


Mexico Electric Tramways, Ltd. (56,932): —2Ал deed, datei 
December 2nd, 1903,. covenanting to transfer to the trustees 30,000 ordinary 
shares of 3100 each in the Companhia de Cos Ferro-carriles del Distrito Federal 
de Mexico and 6 per cent. 2nd mortgage debentares issued by the Mexican Co. 
to the nominal amount of 1,888,100, by way of further security in respect of 
£400,000 debentures, has been registered. £270,000 of the said debentures were 
created by resolution of September 7th, 1898, and covered by original trust deed 
dated May 12th, 1898, and the remaining £130,000 were created by resolution of 
August 9th, 1899, and secured by a supplemental trust deed, dated January 28th, 
1899. Trustees: L. Breitmeyer and C. Rube, both of 120, Bishopsgate Stréet 
Within, E.C. The whole series of £400,000 debentures has been issued. 


Burnand Transformer Co., Ltd., Salford (73,049).— Issue, on 
December 8rd, of £1,275 debentures, part of series created same date, to secure 
£2,000, charged on the company's property, present and future, including un- 
called capital and (as a floating security) the company's undertaking and pro- 
perty. No trustees. i ; 


British Electric Calibrated Fuse @o., Ltd. (78,486).— Issue, 
on December 4th, of £750 debentures, part of series created same date to secure 
£38,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. Holder: J. Liang, 187, Fenchurch Street, E.C. No 
trustees. 


United Kingdom Tramway, Light Railway and Electrical 
Syndicate, Ltd. (62,387). A memorandum of satisfaction in full of a mortgage 
dated October 20th, 1902, securing certain liabilities unascertained at the date ot 
the mortgage (which was stamped to cover £3,800), including an advance ot 
£300, has been filed. 


* 


; А E 


* 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ACCOUNTS. 


WE give herewith an analysis of the returna 
Birkenhead of the Birkenhead electrical undertaking for 
Municipal Elec- the year ending March 31st, 1903. The supply 
trical Supply. steadily increases, and this year the gross profit 
amounts to £5,857, compared with £3,729 last 
year. The business portion of this area has always suffered from 
cloge proximity to its larger neighbour, Liverpool, which accounts 
for the comparatively restricted development in the supply for a 
town of its size. With the increase in ontput, a decrease bas 
occurred in the works costs per unit, from 2:12d. to 1'65d. 
The charges for energy аге:—'ог private lighting, 6d., 3d. and 
14d. per unit on the maximum demand system ; power, 24d. to 14d. 
per unit. Mr. W. Bates is the borough electrical engineer. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. | 
For year ending March 81st— 1908. 1902. 


Totalcapitalexpended ... ‘ai .. £93,344 £73,841 
Number of units sold— 
Private supply ... - - oo 152,722 353,4$5 
Public lighting ... bis iid - 94,916 38,021 
Total number of units sold ... Tr 5 547,638 391,516 
Equivalent No. of 8-c.P. lamps connected 40,100 31,097 
H.P. of motors connected  ... -— y WEE 40 HP. 
Number of public lamps  ... T" ese 54 arc. 54 arc. 
Maximum load in x w. is -— ive 459 384 
Revenue account— | 
Gross revenue ... T a уга £9,624 £7,187 
» expenditure vr и фә 43,767 43,458 
„ profit ua ji aes й £5,857 £3,729 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. x 
Gross. Per unit. 
By sale of energy ... ii РР A .. £9,066 398d. 
Meter and motor rents, &c., 805 are жаз 558 24d. 
Gross revenue .. £9,624 4924. 
Cost OF PRODUCTION. 
Gross. Per ugit, 
Coal and oil fuel ... на T za 1,2926 `54 


Oil, waste, water and engine room stores 216 “09d. 
Wages incurred in generation and distribution 651 29d. 
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, machinery 

and plant... i 905 «i " re 390 17d. 


Works and distribution costs. e (2,401 
Repairs, attendance, &c., public lamps T 289 134. 


Rents, rates and taxes  ... к T T 200 "08d. 
Management expenses, salaries of engineer and 
clerical staff... à 25 jin 550 24d. 


General establishment charges, insurance, law, | | 
printing, and stationery "" Е Ре 247 “11d. 


Total works costs ii 


- 
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PROFIT STATEMENT. 


Interest оп loans... si Ре * £2,631 
Sinking fund ... sa vie. ee 6 os 080 
Balance transferred to renewals 1,196 

Gross profit «ё ei „ ЖАНИ 


On the year's working, after fneeting interest and sinking fund 
charges, a balance of £1,196 remained, which was transferred to 
the electric lighting renewals account. From this account, rene wal 
Of batteries has been met, and a balance remains of £996. 


CITY NOTES. 


Johnson-Lundell Electric Traction Co. 


TRR report for the year ended June 30th last, which was submitted at 
the meeting on the 22nd inst., states that at the last annual 
meeting shareholders were informed of the steps which had been 
taken with a view to perfecting the company's motors and con- 
trollers, and it was pointed out that if further improvements could 
be effected, the gain in efficiency might be increased to 40 per cent. 
At the same time certain defects in the smoothness of eperation 
called for a remedy before the apparatus could be accepted generally 
by tramway managers. To enable these improvements to be carried 
out, Messrs. Holmes & Co., who were interested in the promotion 
of this company, agreed to lend £10,000 at a low rate of interest, 
this sum not to be repaid unless the company became an assured 
Buccess. 
by the technical staff of the company towards accomplishing the 
objecte in view. Twenty motors and controllers were built in 
Berlin. Fresh patents have been taken out, incorporating new and 
valuable features, while a braking system has been devised, which, 


it is anticipated, will be adopted generally for tramway work. It . 


is now reported that the objects aimed at have been accomplished. 
A car fitted with the new apparatus has been run on trial at New- 
castle. This trial was attended bythe directors, the committee 
appointed at the last meeting of shareholders, and other leading 
shareholders. Arrangements have been made to have independent 
efüciency tests applied by leading authorities, and to have the 
operations watched by tramway and electrical engineers. If the 
apparatus should prove as efficient as it is claimed, its value cannot 
fail to be established as an important and striking advance upon 
present standard methods of electric traction, and lead to early 
development on commercial lines. The long delay in reaching 
these results has been a matter of grave anxiety to the board. The 
impatience which many shareholders have manifested has been 
shared to the full by the directors, but they were powerless to expe- 
dite a process of improvement which depended upon highly-skilled 
experts working upon a problem which had taxed the brains of 
electrical engineers for many years. The accounts show an excess 
of expenditure over income for the year, of £6,946, making a total 
to date of £17,734. 

The meeting held at the offices on Tuesday was private, our 
representative being informed that it was a mere formal. one, 
and that there was no business to be transacted. It is believed that 
the proceedings stand over until January. 


The British Westinghouse Electric and Manufac- | 
turing Co. 


Тне fourth annual report of this company reads 
“The directors submit herewith the balance-sheet for the year 
ending July 31st, 1903, together with profit and loss account to 
that dace, which shows a profit of £107,609 7s. 6d. This includes 
about £60,000 special discounts allowed by the American companies 
on orders executed at Pittsburg. It was felt by the American com- 
panies that these discounts should be made in view of the fact that 
the Manchester factory could turn out only about one-third of the 
electrical apparatus needed for its orders, and had therefore to 
purchase the balance from the Pittsburg factories. An interim 
dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum upon the preference 
shares has been paid. After providing for debenture and loan 
interest, and the further items set out in the profit and loss account, 
a balance remains of £47,106 8s. 1d. Out of this sum the directors 
recommend the payment of a final dividend at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum on the preference shares, absorbing £45,961 13s, 
carrying the balance of £1,144 15s. 1d. to reserve. This being the 
first year during which the company's works have been equipped, 
. it has not been thought necessary to make any provision for depre- 
ciation of buildings and machinery. The total authorised share 
capital of the company has now been issued. Under the provisions 
of the articles of association the directors have created a further 
£450,000 4 per cent. debenture stock to rank pari passu with the 
£787,500 previously created. £50,000 of this further debenture 
stock has already been issued. In order to make provision for 
maintaining a sufficient supply of stcck at the company’s works 
and for other purposes to meet the requirements of the increasing 
business of the company, the directors will propose to the meeting 
that an additional 100,000 6 per cent. preference shares of £5 
each, ranking pari passu with those already existing, shall be 
created. Arrangements have been made under which the subscrip- 
tion to these shares will be assured. The works at Trafford Park, 


During the past year continuous attention has been given 


Manchester, are now employing over 5,000 hands. The following 
particulars are given as indicating the growth of the conrpany's 
business :—Orders received during the year ending July 31st, 1901, 
£738,000; July 31st, 1902, £932,000; July 31st, 1903, £1,657,114. 
Among other important contracts obtained during the past year by 
the company are those with the Admiralty, the Midland Railway 
Co., the Metropolitan Railway Co., the North-Eastern Railway Co., 
the Underground Electric Railways Co., of London, Buenos Ayres 
Western Railway Co., Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway Oo., 
De Beers Consolidated Mines, London County Council, and the 
Corporations of Aberdeen, Bath, Bournemouth, Glasgow, Hackney, 
Ipswich, Liverpool, Salford, and Dunedin, N.Z., and the Savoy 
Hotel Co. Mr. С. W. Benson retired as on July 31st owing to ill- 
health, and the directors have accepted his resignation with regret. 
In pursuance of the articles, the retiring members of the board are 
Sir Joseph Lawrence, M.P., and Mr. J. W. Cloud, who are both 
eligible, and offer themselves for re-election. Messrs. Deloitte, 
Dever, Griffiths & Co. offer themselves for re-election as auditors 
for the ensuing year.” | 


- 
- 


The New Gutta-percha Co. 
Tue second ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of 
this company was held on Friday last at Winchester House, Old 
Broad Street, Mr. Hugh Woolner presiding. 

The CHAInUAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that 
the period covered by the report was really only 14 months. There 
was an item of £25,000 on the debit side of the account, unpaid 
purchase-money to vendors, and he would like to say that the 
vendors had assigned all the patents to the company, absolutely free 
ofallliens. 'The gross profit of £394 appeared insignificant, but 
they had not yet been able to get into what he might call the com- 
mercial stride owing to various causes over which the directors had 
no control. The chief cause was their inability to get some portions 
of the machinery which they required for their plant, and they also 
had to meet the scepticism which had been engendered in the 
minds of the users of gutta-percha, who were tired of even 
testing new substitutes, and they had not been able to do more 
than get the large and important users of the article to begin 
a series of tests which involved at least a year for their 
completion ; they had therefore, to bow to the inevitable and 
await the results. Mr. James Swinburne, the eminent electrical 
engineer, had tested the material, and had issued a report of a highly 
satisfactory character, in which he said he was of opinion that it was 
suitable for submarine cable purposes. They had also submitted a 
coil of wire to the Post Office experts, with the result that they had 
received an order for five miles of wire, and undoubtedly other orders 
would follow. They also looked for large orders from railway com- 
panies, and had received one order in open competition. There 
was another field open to them which was quite as large, viz., the 
use of a suitable modification of their production as a substitute for 
vulcanised india-rubber, which was largely used in electric lighting 
undertakings. As to the profits they were likely to make, the 
shareholders would appreciate the reticence of the board on that 
point at that early stage of their development, and he trusted they 
would be satisfied wi'h the statement that, if they only captured 
5 per cent. of the trade in gutta-percha and india-rubber, they would 
be able to earn a dividend of 50 per cent. upon their total authorised 
capital. The directors felt assured that in their material they had 
got that which had been souglit for for the last 30 years. 

Mr. P. E. Beacucrort seconded the motion, which was carried. 


Metropolitan District Railway Co. 


On 17th inst., at the Westminster Palace Hotel, the new Bill of this 
company came before shareholders for their approval. Mr. R. W. 
Perks, М.Р. who presided, said that it was an omnibus Bill. One of 
the important matters with which it dealt was the fares to be 
alopted in consequence of the adoption of electric traction. The 
conversion of the line from steam to electricity would Ъз finished in 
about 12 months from the present time. On the subject of fares, he 
and his colleagues considered that the ideal which they ought to 
attain was a uniform rate over the whole of their railway ons rate 
and one class. Unless their expectations as to the number of 
passengers they would carry were utterly erroneous, the rate would 
probably be a 2d. one for everybody everywhere. At the same 
time, provision would be made, by means of a special car on such 
trains as might be found necessary, for people who wished to travel 
in somewhat more luxurious fashion than sitting side by side with 
what was popularly Known as the British working man. Their Bill 
would be confined to what they called zone fares. They proposed 
to fix zone fares, treating Hammersmith as the zone centre. From 
there to everywhere eastward, right down to Aldgate, would be 2d. 
for everybody. That was to say, from Hammersmith, Walham 
Green, Earl's Court, High Street, Kensington, South Kensing- 
ton, Victoria, Westminster, Charing Cross, Whitechapel— 
from all those stations to Bow Road, and the reverse 
journey, they would charge a uniform rate of 2d. These 
would be material reductions. Further alterations would necessitate 
negotiations with other companies. They did not think that the 
estimates of the traffic on which their new charges were based were 

gerated. They were now carrying yearly close upon 50,000,000 
fares, 10, 000, 20 of them being contributed by the working classes. 
They did not think it at all unreasonable to expect to double their 
traffic when they had more than doubled their accommodation, be- 
cause they contemplated running 40 trains an hour, as against 18 at 
present. They would thus provide for 140,000,000 fares in the 
rolling stock now in course of construction. He assured the share- 


1042 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW, [Vol оз. No. 1,361, Оюовивкв 28, TA 


—— —————H——: 


holders, and through them the publie, that nothing on the line would 
de liable to catch fire. 
wooden platforms, which were so familiar to the London public, 
and substitute cement platforms. The staircases would be con- 
structed of non-burrable material, the cars of non-inflammable 
material, and the Board of Trade were discussing other precautions. 
Agreements for the equipment of the line had been entered into with the 
Underground Electric Railway Co., but they had nothing to do with 
the present Bill. The sgreements threw upon the Underground Co. 
an Absolute obligation to convert the District Railway from 
steam to electricity, to provide the whole of the rolling-stock, and 
build the power house at Chelsea, without imposing avy monetary 
obligation whatever upon the District Railway beyond the contract 
to issue etock for the work done. The stock would not be issued 
until the work was actually certified to be done, and this would 
answer the suggestion that the company would not be able to see 
their way thrcugh the conversion. The directors had now available 
for this specific purpose £1,048,750, which they believed would 
abundantly cover all the commitments for the completion of the 
enterprise. After the electrification the stock and shares of the 
company would stand as follows :— TT 


Consolidated 3 per cent. rent charge * £2,116,667 


Debenture stocks at 4 and 6 per cent. ... * 2,736,374 
Four per Cent. Guaranteed stock е . . 1,250,000 
First Preference stock  ... TT 1,500,000 
Second Preference stock ... 1,050,000 
Ordinary stock TT 3,235,000 


At this particular juncture he ought to add that nearly all the 
material used upon the railway would be of British manufacture. 
That might console some of his patriotic listeners who were anxious 
that whatever was bcught should not come from a foreign source. 
They were watching ithis matter with care. Of the 17 millions 
sterling which would be ultimately expended on the railwayr, 
certainly not more than 10 per cent. would be spert on material 
coming from any country outside the British Isles. That was to 
say, at least 15 millions would be spent on British labour and 
British- manufactured goods. The directors had hoped that the 
new railway would be opened by the spring, but it would have to 
be deferred until the end of the year. 

The resolytion adopting the Bill was carried unanimously. 


Are Lamps, Ltd. 


Мв C. W. MILNE presided at the meeting of this company held at 
Old Broad Street, E.C., on 17th inst. He dwelt at some length 
upon the various matters mentioned in the report, of which we 
gave an abstract in our last issue, and referred to the new 1904 
lamp as au important discovery, the valae of the patents for which 
it was difficult to over-estimate. The lamp had only one working 
part, and there were no dash pots, bobbins, springs, or complicated 
levers; it burnt equally well on direct and alternating circuite, and 
either in series or parallel, without alteration. This invention bad 
given the company a new lease of life, and there was no necessity 
for a large writing down of the value of the patents this year, at 
any rate. After dwelling upon the litigation with the Jandas Co. in 
some detail, he moved the adoption of the report. 
Capt X J. Bax seconded, and it was carried. 


- 


A final dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum for the . 


second half of tbe year was approved. 

The CHAIARMAN subsequently explained the intention of the board 
to issue £2,630 in £1 shares, making up the total issued capital 
to £55,000. These new shares would be offered to the existing 
holdera. : 


Birmingham and Midland Tramways, Ltd. 


AN extraordinary meeting of shareholders was held at Birmingham 
last week, Mr. O. 8. HILTON presiding, to corsider the provisional 
agreement made with the British Electric Traction Co. for the 
purpose of acquirirg various interests in tramway undertakings in 
the Midlands, and also to confirm a proposal for increasing the 
capital of the company by the creation of 55,000 new shares of £10 
each. 
The adoption of tbe proposals was seconded by Sir EaNEST 
SPENCER, M.P., and unanimously approved. The resolutions were 
. confirmed by separate meetings of preference aud ordinary share- 
holders held later. 


Scarborough Electric Supply Co.—The recent issue 
by this compauy of 1,000 ordinary shares of £10 eacb at £2 
premium, has b:en over-applied for to the extent of nearly 100 per 
cent. Oaly existing sharebolders were asked to subscribe. 


British Columbia Electric Railway Co.— An issue of 
£45,000 4à per cent. Vancouver Power debentures ia being offered 
for subscription to the holders of the first mortgage debentures and 
Vancouver Power debentures of the company, and to the holders of 
the company's share and capital stock. 


City of Buenos Ayres Tramways Co,—This com- 
pany has issued a circular stating that negotiations have been opened 
with a view to the transfer of the company's undertaking to the 
Anglo-Argentine Tramways Co., Ltd. 


The directors were even going to abolish the 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Monday Evening. 
THREATS of strife and warfare in the Far East come with strange 


inappropriateness at the season when the West is preparing for its 


peace and good will celebrations, The Stock Exchange, as always, 


feels the immediate effect of the apprehensions in regard to what 


may happen, and also how far this country may be dragged into the 
Russo-Japanese quarrel, Console are flat, and the general disposi- 
tion isto discount still farther the possibilities of war. Besides 
this deterrent to business on the “long” side, the holiday currents 
of the atmosphere have a restraining influence over prospective 
buyers, and except in a few instances, the investment markets of the 
House show signs of general weakness. 

. Partly, no doubt, because the electric lighting shares are full of 
dividend,” the prices in the supply section keep very steady, and 
for the dulness of Metropolitans there is, of course, a special reason. 


. The Marylebone Borough Council has been ordered to pay £60,000 


to the company within the next five weeks, and the Council, it is 
stated, has arranged a loan for that sum with its bankers. Bat 
this drawing of the “first blood” has only served to awaken 
more vigorous hostility than ever to the terms of the arbitration 
award, and if the borough can find a way, like sentimental Tommy, 
it is determined to have the decision over-ridden. A few share- 
holders do not like the uncertainty of the position, and are realising 
their shares, hence the lowered price. 

Turning to dividends, a few cases may be cited to show that the 
coming results are not likely to be any worse thau those of 1902, 
and they may very probably be better. The Metropolitan, for 
instance, paid 14s. 6d. per share last year, but its August dividend 
was 8s., and more than a further 6s. 6d. is looked for now to com- 
plete the twelvemonths' distribution. The City of London share- 
holders got 10s. for 1902, and so far half that amount has been paid 
this year. The Brompton dividend in August was 4s. 6d., and pro- 
prietors received during 1902 only s. a share. Inthe same way 
the Westminster dividend in the autumn of 6s. 6d. would require 
merely 5s. 6d. more to bring it up to the distribution of last year, 
whereas appearances point to higher payments being made for 
1903. It must again be noticed as curious that the investor should 
not make better use of his opportunities in this market. 

Echoes of the Brush S:cond Debenture issue continue to make 


. themselves heard, and the stock has changed hands one or twice 


during the past few days at about 80. It looks as though someone 
in the House must have what the Yankees colloquially call a pocket 
order. j 

Great Northern and City Railway Preferred “A” shares are 
easier at 74, and shares have been done at 72 and 74, since we last 
wrote. Apparently some of the underwriters kick at the long- 
protracted delay in opening the line, although this is promised for 
an early month in the new year. Oriticism, too, is being directed 
to the difficulties that willarise in the transfer system at Finsbury 


Park, whereby passengers are to be handed from the Great Northern 


Railway to the new electric line, and vice versá, by lifts. Electrical 
railway stocks otherwise merely mark time. Melancholy estimates of 
the City and South London still rule the price of the stock. The forth- 
coming announcement will go against one at the rate of 34 per cent. 
last year, 2} per cent. in 1901, and 1] per cent. in the previous 
twelvemonth. On Central London Deferred the estimates range 
from 3 to 4 per cent., with opinion rather inclining to the higher 
rate, although the prices do not respond—in fact, the Deferred is a 
point easier. 

At last the British Westinghouse report has appeared, and while 
tbe trading figures which it shows are truly enormous, the document 
failed to evoke any enthusiasm in the market because of the heavy 
new issue foreshadowed. If the company expects to get its coming 
100,000 Preference shares subscribed at their par value of £5, some- 
thing must either be done to render them very attractive, or else 
the current quotation for the existing shares will have to be raised 
from 4, cum. 3s. dividend. It is stated, however, that the new 
issue enjoys a guarantee. 

In'the market they are assuming that City of Buenos Ayres 
Tramway shares will be made worth £10 as the result of the 
amalgamation with the Anglo-Argentine Co., but notwithstanding 
this, the price has slipped back to 8i. Naturally it will be some 
time before all the necessary arrangements are completed, and the 
market’s assumption is but an approximate guess, although it will 
probably come near the mark. Anglo-Argentines are active about 
4i, but the tramway department suffers from the prevailing lack of 
business. 

Telegraph descriptions come into the same category. Prices 
remain steady, although the Eastern groups seem undecided as to 
how the Russo-Japanese imbroglio will affect them. It should at 
least be good for their business, and the more acute the crisis, the 
more messages will obviously pass. Anglo-American stocks display 
no special feature, Telephone varieties have been dealt in 4 good 


deal, but without causing any noteworthy change in prices; the 


Deferred is easier to the tune of a point, 


a 
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i SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL OOMPANIES. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


к= Stool Baines аба 
Present NAMB, or Dividends for the last поша. ооа. week ended 
==. * three years, ‚ 16th, ‚їз. | Dec Stat, 
" l | 

| 1900, | 1901, | 1902, 

,100 African Direct Tel 4 Debs. eo ° ee ee 0 100 ec ee ee 99 —108 99 —108 
$5000 Amazon Telegraph Dola share, Nes, ваб Б. суз А 10 КЕ vs n Bj %— 854 
119, 7008 Do. do. 5 * Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,950 Red, ° ee e 100 se ee „ы 70 — 80 70 — 80 
768,840 | Angio- Telegraph .. e e ee | Stock 61s. | 60/6 | 49 — Ба 49 — 52 

8,106,680 Do. do. ў ee  .. | SHOOK | бе. 2s. - 1 61 d- a 
44,000 | Chili Nose о 40000 : с ы Б 5 T 3 7 

1841 200. Do. do. tering - 1% Dah, ва вай oe Stock j í j 180 — 80 180 — 85 
toe [ere on noz & e а n 
12,981 Dec Spanish Telegraph nnn 'à & 4 7— 2 — 

6,008 Do. do. 10 Сал. Pref, е ° - * t% % = a 7 — a 
80,000 Do. 4$ Debs. 50 . e ee 97 —101 97 —101 
00,7106 | Direct United States Cable .. . 90 83% | 81% | 8196 10 — 10$ 10 — 10$ 
81,800 Direct West India Cable, 44% Reg. Deb., within Nos, 1 to 1,300, Red. 100 99 —102 99 —102 

4,600,000 n И 5 Brock 7% | 1% | 7% 7 аса 
1,084,645. Do. 4% Mort; Deb. Steck Hed eo n ce | Stook | . a 105 —108 105 —108 
800,008 Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China 10 7% | 7% |7% Н М ES m 
800,000 Eastern & South African Tele aci ao i 100 2 у. 99 —102 9 —ira 
E] d Pus o -T | 2 [eie „ | а-а E 
N 10 15 9 15 9 ee 95 — 96 95 — 98 
17,000 — ! ы Bee — 40 — 0 
100,000: | London Platino-Brasilian 2, 6 % Debs, p . 100 "e as 10% 98 —102 od —10 
1,988,988 | National Pret. nus EE ME TU 5% | 5% | 6 101 —108 101 —108 
1,006,007 Do. T ' Def. Stock m ED n 100 es is 43 78 — el 76 — 19 
15,060 Do, do. 6 Cum. 1s$ Pref. e . x е ее 10 6 6 6 13 — 14 18 — 14 
15,008 Do, do, Саш, ind Pre... „| 10 6 6 6 18 — 14 18 — 14 
8,260,000 Do. do, 59% Non-cum. 8rd. Pref., 1 to 200,000 .. x 5 5 5 ба 
= 000,0003 do, 84 De Red. ee ee ee e Stock 94 Bj 
800,006 do. 49 Deb. Stock Red. eo | 100 4 4 
179.218 Oriental Telep and Hiec. Nos. 1 to 171,604, fally paid Wa» ud 1 6 6 
. о. Сот 0 oe ee eo ee oe 
100,000: Pacific and European Tel, 4% „ Debs., 1 to 1,000 w- 3 0 és 
177õõͤ W 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone . 5 1% 
40,000 do. 5% Gum. Pr Pret., Nos. 1 40 40,000 А Б 4 
19,471 до Debs, . NA .. | Stook К 
10,000 „ Debs., 110 1,600 guar, by Bras. ER 100 > 
207,900, | Western Telegraph, Dek, уд о 907,590 ee o| 0 |1% 
35,0081 be. 1908 100 е 
400,000 100 NC 
66,891 10 
c E 
60,0001 100 


20,000 ян AUDIAT | ee ee eo 10 e eo e 4— 53 54 е 
800,000; ро. до. Ist Mort, Deb, Stock Red, co c | Stock — 92 86 — 92 
100,000 | British Eleotric e 4 ee ы] 10 | 89 |s% 8s * | 15—13 ха 11% 12 24a iig | ii 
100,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. E s e „ :10 es 113 114— 11 1133 11 
600,0003 Do. do. 5 Debenture Stock .. „„ | Stock T — 190 —198 122 
100,000 British Insulated and Hels es ео ee ee e B 15 96 10 % 10 96 6 — B 6 — ee ee 
100,000 Do. do, 0 Pref. eo se ее ee 6 oe oe 54— 54— ee ° 
50,000 Do, do. 9% 1st Mort. Deb. Red... ee ee 100 ` өө ee 108 —108 108 —108 1054 
| 60,000 TBrowett, Lindley & Oo., ee 0 ee ee oe oe A1 8 Nil °з oe oe 
60,000 |$ Do. do. 0 Pref, .. oe А | 481 -6 6 T 14/6 10 14/0 to se 
105,781 | Brush Electrical Engineering, , 1 $0 105,781.. . А А 2 6 N Nil = i- i T 
180,000 Do. do, N сохан А А 2 6 8% 6% 1 1 1 1 vs 
126,0003 Do. йо, эө Stock ee oe ee 97 —100 97 —100 ee 
126,000: Do. do. Perp. 2nd Deb, Stock .. . Stock ee 78 — 86 78 — 86 884 791 
85,000 | Oallender's Cable TEMP T 5 15% 20 % |15% 11 — 12 11 — 12 езж 
. 40,000 Do. do. do. 5 Pref. .. ° 5 oe ee — 52 81— 5 513 . 
90,0001 Do. do. do. in Mort, Deb. Stock Red. | Stock T oe 106 —110 106 —110 
1,800,014 | Central London Railway, ie аё T Stock os 4 4 98 — 96 98 — 96 98 
404,008 Do. le 4 Pret. Stock.. ee ee ее О Stock eo 4 4 99 —102 99 —102 ° 
404,908 Do. do. Def. do. ee ee oe ee ee Stock 4 4 96 — 99 95 — 98 96 [E] 
1,880,000 eee Тооп парах ee оо oo | o. е: | Block | 1} 3 3 47 — 50 47 — 50 48 . 
j Bo. $9, 1m Mor. Reg. Deba, 6 900" t 4100, d a as zn agis; ums » 
^ . Ors. . П о = i 
г ne Hee apama | C 
wan 60. M " [| ee — — oe 
17,189 Do. do, hu A” shares 01 7,100 .. 5 22 Nil i- 1 i- ii is 
844,0281 Do, = % Deb. Block Rod 100 oe 72 — 77 72 — 1 E 
119,100 e КА ws : 9 6% 6% 6% 2 ц i- 14 ae 
81,800 Do. do, ае „өө ee ee 2 ео ә 8 8 ° 
82,5004 Do, do. Porp: ee ee Stock ee 98 —101 97 —100 
_ 95000 General Electrio бо. UT s жє ж» M 5% | 5% 8 10 92— 10 _ 
200,000 Do. (W т) iE E ee ee eo Stock 90 20 & 90 & тат: 33 ee 
86,000 чеш! e e Telegra OF. 52 b. ee oe 5 тту, 2 — 
B6,000 do. ee ee 5 d ee | ee — 5b 5 — 53 i | 
0000 Ladis Bebber, Зона Percha e iei “Жр е 10 & 10 C | 10% 18 1% | 19 — 20 i | 19 
1750 © жй ыа nane о; 4 in Mort, Deb. 100 2 x 13 100 —108 100 —108 .. Ек 
10,000 t Do. do, ] И Pref. £10 paid ИХ. EM oe oe 10 bis oe 1 102 
97,850 eee eae ым ма cw Dae „ E 174% | 9096 | 90 96 M 1 zu 844 А 
$26, 0008 Waterloo &;Oity Rallway, Ord. Stock ee өө ee өө ee 100 8% 8% 84% 91 — 94 = 94 . 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 4 From Manchester Share List. 
== = К 


Bank rate of discount 4 per cent, eptember 3rd. 1908). 
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_SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES (continued). -ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


2x 


е . 5 
ор 9 , 


Grea and ve Electric . 
TE E Ice pr 
ро. Stock е oo ee 
*Chelsea Electricity Supply А 
ро. Deb. 8 took Red. . 
| City of сша кейш sagn cea tng, Ord, Aragoi iioi 


Do: Deb те. ‚ (iss. at 115) all а... 
2nd Deb. Stock z Brip: ae as i be 


County Ө: Brush Prov „Electrio E Oni, 1. 1—40,000.. 
Do. do 


| ў 001—60,000. . 
Do. do. Deb. Stock Ре - 

Do. do. . ae ie 
Edmundson's Dleotrio Corporation, Ord. Shares vs 44 
ро. а 6 % Com. Prel. .. n és 
Do. do. motte, Ord Ist Mort. Deb. Stock — .. 


% Debentüre Seek .. 


6 % Pre 
do. Jem EE 
мотор ад Mieeiris Supply, 1 to 100,000 .. 53 
. Do dp. 96 Cum. Pref, 1—71,106, £8 paid ae 
do. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock eo e 
1 Do. | р, Mort. Deb, bier ней WE. cry 
otting Bleotri ie ^. oe oe 
St. James’ and dim Mall Electrio y OF 
Do. do. Pret. 30,081 0 хо 40,080 


-8-- 


ee 


— . 
S en 


. ag 
: 555d 


M 8 Bu Ау Corporation, L 


ed ite 
manak Markets Electric Supp : 
Mi 77 Deb. Stock ee 


South Lonii 0100419 "— “Ord, еа 8 T 
Urban Electrio Supp! рріу, © ee ee ee „ ee 
Do. o. 6 cum. Pref. .. "s ia M: 


ee ee oe ee 


* Subject to Founders Shares. 1 Unless 3 stated all shares are fully paid, 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, | Monday, December 21st. 


E 


4 Aoid, Hydrochioric sé der сті. g Copper Sheet бе 83 . рет don 271 
e " Nitric eo 0 0 oe oe per cwt. g P». „ ee | Ri ee per ton m ' * 
a „ Oxalic.. .. .. . per ot. є „ (Tlectrolytio) Bars .. per ton 469 ё 
а ” Sulphuric .' .. ee beo per owt. e 9 n tes per ton £78 oe 
a Ammo Bal . per e » a oe per ton #765 . 
^ Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. рег ton 6 y " H.C, Wire per Ib. та, . 
а 99 os ee [37 ° о per ton f Ebonite ee ee ee per lb. oe 
a Bleaching powder .. vs .. per ton 5 13 B dx “<a .. per lh. 8/- oe 
a Bisulphide of Oar s per ton п German Silver Wire . per lb. 1/6 в 
oe e * @e eo per ton h Gutte-perchá fine .. ee ee per Ib, 8/- v 
a Bensole 0%) .. is .. per gal. h Indis-rubber, Para fine .. per lb. 8/103 to 8/11 dec. 
a ” ( ) eo °з oe per gal, $ Iron, 1 oe eo per ton £18 ee 
a Copper Sulphate .. T .. per ton 4 Pig (Cleveland warrante) рег ton 41/6 аё 
Lead, Nitrate „ per ton 4$ , Fo 5 per ton From 411 oe 
a „ White Sugar es ee der ton 4 , Scrap, heavy 85 per ton 47/6 to 60% os 
a s ое es oe рс: а „ Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. рег ton are ee 
a Me НЕ е .. per 
a Марі ра, Solvent @0% e 160° С). per gal, g Lead, English Ingot .. .. per ton (ean is} x 
; Bichromate, .. per lb. 2 Sheet per ton 418 aw 
„  Caustio (75/80%).. .. per ton m Manganin Wire No, 8 .. . per . . " 
, Bisulphate oo co per ton Mercury .. per bot, £8 5 ee 
She. oo «= Der owt, 4 Mion (in original onses) imal `: per Ib. 48. to 1/6 ks 
Sulphate of Magnesia ..  .. per ton d „ з % medium per lb. 2/6 to 8/9 - 
Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers  .. per ton i n | . per lb. | to 7/9 oo 
” пега so 0 рег ton p Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per lb. 17 to 1/33 oe 
Lum .. рег ton 7 „ „ rolled bars & per Id. 1, to 1/8 sis 
a Boda’, Caustic (white 70%) ` e. per ton P on „ strip& per Ib. From 1/1 - 
a » Crystals ee oe per ton . o Platinum ee oo ee ee per os. £4 ee 
& n Richromate, casks. . eo per lb, ** pers. xz m oe 
x , Magnet, aco’ »'d'gtodesc'p'n per oe 
METALS. &o. m „ inbars .. si тю N oe 
. ots, in ton lots .. per ton p Tin, Blok ae, per ton 1 #188 } £1 ino. 
р in ton lots .. рег ton 9» ès .. per Ib, 16 ee 
Sheet, in ton lots .. per ton ^ Wire, Nos, 1 to 16. per Id. 18 ee 
жа metal шош рет боп ? Whi  Anti-friction Mefale— | 
5 Brass rolled me 3 to 12") basia per Ib. „White Ant” per ton 449 to £63. os 
9 n» be (brased) .. рег lb. j Yarns, 9/10s Grey Cotton, on sp'is per lb. Bd. ss 
e » (solid drawn) e. ee per Ib. Flax. . еә 0 per Ib, ee 
e „ Wire, basis.: .. . per Ib. і n B pi 10 Iba, Russian .. Per Ib. А » 
н Copper Tubes (brased) .. . per lb. | y 0 lbs, Russian, single, oh per lb. | " T 
(solid drawn) <. per lb. і и Ibs. Jute rove: per ton 411 26 
9 Copper Bars (best selected .. per ton Zino, Bh’t(ViellleMontegnebnd.) рег ton . 8893 15 "S 


Quotations URP lied by Messrs.:—e G. Boor & Co.; b The British Aluminium Co., Lta.; e Thos. Bolton & Bons, Ltd.; d F. Wiggins & Sons.; e Frederick 
Smith & Co.; MENT Ta G.P. and Teleg. Works Co., Lid.; g James & Shakspeare; А Edward 1 ill & Co.; 4 Bolling & Lowe; f Walter H. "Hindley and 
Co., Ltd.; k Мо Ashby Lid.; m W. T. Glover & Oo., Ltd.; » P. Ormiston & Sons; o Johnson, Matthey & Go., Ld. ; Р The Phosphor 


5 ELECTRIC TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY TRAFFIC — 


- Week Receipts for No. Miles Р Week Receipts for Miles 
Locality. | ending | the week. Pace Total to date. open. |: Locality. ending the week. | Total to date open. 
| І | £ £* £ £* | * . | B.E.T. Co.—cont. £ Fl i 2 £° | = 
Aberdeen '.. ..| Dec. 12 | 1,079 | +270 | — 84,896 | + 6,026, 10 | — 8 Yorks. Wool Dist.| Deo. n 448 — 423 | 16,600 — 6 — 
ee m $5 iR gt +842 | — | 958,964 | +10, | — |% F550 КУ js i ed de sa | сзи T" 1785 oat 
ournemou .. Т — |— — — — j= | Burton-on-Trent ..|. | MO e do | = { = 
Blackburn .. be „ 1i 787 | +189 | — 81,709 | + 1,080| 1 — [0 Cardiff , s 4. 1,818 | +467 | — 72,973 719.911 14 | — 
Blackpool .. » 17 262 | + 2 — 2,316 — 144 — | | Chatham & District „ 12 486 | «197, — | 26,471 | +14,058 | 863 — 
» —Fleetw d 77 i ied + 92 zm СТЕ = 125 1 == А 5 . • 35 1 m un 2. = 10555 — e 9 beret 
* —Lytham LL) 1 + е ) + = over oe * і ЕЗ — , + — 
Dn "s © „ 18 | 1,660 | +201 | — 68,207 | + 8,169 " 7 м 5 - » H 4.834 т! — Ee + 58, «i E 
radfor ела ae = — 1 m — = ; +4 z ast Ham . a + — 21, + 
Brighton ..  ..| „ 18| 721 | 93 — | 9467| — | т | —– 1 Glasgow |. „ Ip 18.582 148066 | — - 440,188 | 
Bristol e. T „ 18 | 4425 | + 81) — — — 28 — 8. Halifax (2 weeks) . „ 16 | 2,092 | +210 | 87 | 61,276) + 5,741, SIZ |+ 
xi iu AR 5 Т 11 М a +118 m RET m 4 — 5 Hull ..| „ 2| 1.822 | +909 | — , + 4, il БА 
arnsley istrict. уз P — ; = { — |! Ilkeston e. is 16 | - 114 — — — — — 
Devonport „ И 463 | +129 | 494 22,703 + 1.598 6 — |5 lsle of Thanet ..| „ 9 218 + 10| — | 82,786|— 1,569 104 — 
. Dudley—Sto'rb’ ge „ 11 715 | + 77 | 49 41,148 | + 8,436 | 1 — Р Leeds.. vs ..| „ I.] 4920 | +480 | — STI | 14,604 41 — 
бом head „ 1| аз | + 48 10 43,346 | + 5,415 | 10 |+ 3 |Z|Liverpol .. ...| „ 12 9.817 | +285 55 492,774 | +16,255 | 108 | — 
.Gr'n'k—Pt. Glsgw v A 494 | + 88 499 26,910 4 2,297 |. 74 | — pi London C. C. „ 8,908 {+1895 | 38 365,961 +88,3! 894 | — 
Š Hartlepool АР „ ll 235 | + 88 | 494 19.339 + 893 +2 Manchester. .. „ 35 10.737 | 4 3287 | — + 958,581, 72 — 
Kidderminster .. „ 11 998 4 7 rd 6,269| + 188 44 — |Е | Newcastle ..  ..{ „ 12 8,488 | +508 | — — = 17 — 
. Middleton. „ 11 224 | + 22 49 15,657 | + 1,890 — Portsmouth. .. „ 12| 1,287 | +227 — | 01,226 + 417718 | — 
S Oldham Ashton „ 11 474 |+ 8 493 27,975 4 „609 8 | — | £ | Salford e| „ M | 8,4 | +959 | — (141,989 | 741,728 60 — 
Ы Peterborough i „ 11 102 — |46 7,206 — —— 8. Southampton aly ae 17 84 | + 17 | — — — 163 | — 
= Poole : 82 » Al 218 | + 50 493 | 14,896 | + 2,135 9 — | E Southend-on-Sea ..| „ 16 196 | + B6 | 87 12,617 | + 2,096; & — 
Z Potteries |. „ I 1,566 | + 86 | 499 | 78,433 j + 8,640 | 388 | — |$ Sunderland. „% n 18 988 | + 96 — 45,780 | + 2,168] 90 148 
= Southport... .. » 11 224 | + 88 491 16,897 | + 2,650 | 62 — |; | Сеп. London Rly. „ 12 7,064 | —975 | — 153.184 — 7,188 6 | = 
@ South Staffs. „ M 931 | 4892 494. 45.40 + 8,401 | 912 | —4 City & S. Lon. „ 20| 8.070 | —829 25 167,715 | —10,188| 6$ | — 
Swansea .. A » Al 490 | + 61 | 494 | 25,577 | + 9,164 — Dublin Lucan li: » 18 88 | 4 71 — 8,039 |+ — 
| Tynemouth m » 11 11 | — 8 49 15,227 | + 761 — L' pool Overh’d Ву. „ 18 | 1,0512 | +148 | — £9,762 | + 8,606 — 
olverhampton..| 2. 11] 829 | + 85 «of 19,170 | + 7,708 | 10] |+8 Mersey Railway ..| „ 12 1,804 | +994 | 94 | 81,989 | + — 


— ꝗ q. — — — 
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SWITCH CONSTRUCTION. 


By N. C. WOODFIN. 


[S a - 


Ir is, perhaps, a matter of some surprise that good knife 
switches are not yet universally used for controlling the 
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COPPER ЗАВО 
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Овтлпяв or DP. SwrroR No Soale. 


upwards. | 

The accompanying figures illustrate a recently designed 
single knife switch, in which simplicity and effective 
working have been aimed at. It is i 
intended also that the. drawings, 
together with specimens of time- 
sheets, should afford a means of 
ascertaining the net cost of pro- 
duction. By net cost is meant labour 
and material, other charges having to 
be estimated according to various 
rules. We shall consider the design 
of a double-pole switch. This may be 
produced in small quantities with the 
aid of a milling, a drilling machine, 
and a few lathes. First of all, let 
there be chosen suitable ranges which 
will fix the number of sizes required. 

We may take 15 amperes, 25 am- 

peres, 50 amperes, 100 amperes, 200 
amperes 400 amperes, and 600 
amperes. Select 250 volts as the 
maximum working potential difference 
for which the designs here given are to 
be used, and then let the minimum 
distance between the contacts and 
between the furthest contact and the 
blade when broken be 23 in. 

. For 500 volts this distance needs 
to be doubled, and longer blades, longer 
slates and longer pattern switch arm 
castings will be required. o II шм 

Next one must decide upon 
suitable current densities for. tbe 
various parts of the switch; let the blades, contacts 
and stu is be all of copper. 
at the bottom of stud thread for Whitworth screw. Allow 
500 amperes per sq. in. in the blade and contacts.. Allow 
50 amperes per sq. in. at the surface of the contact where 
the clip embraces the blade. | 


ordinary circuits of lamps and motars from 15 amperes 


t 
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Allow 1,000 amperes рег sq. in. 


ons ''of the principal castings needed will be the switch 
arm to which the handle is attached, and the latter may as 


well be selected first. Unless there is special wood working 
machinery or convenient apparatus for the production of 
insulating handles, it will -be best to get these from manu- 
facturers of insulating material, some of whom make a 
speciality of switch handles. There 
may still be seen a great many 
double-pole switches with their con- 
necting levers made of red fibre, with 
a handle of dark wood stuck straight 
out from the middle, This has the 
appearance of a patched piece of work. 
Why not make the double-pole switch 
a complete design in itself? In most 
installations where single-pole switches 
are used for currents upwards of 10 
amperes, it would be far better to 
have donble-pole switches. : 
Accordingly, select a horizontal 
handle of ambroin (see next page). This 
material is used very largely for switch 
bandles now, combining as it does a fair 
amount of mechanical strength with 
good insulating qualities, and. being 
much cheaper than vulcanite. Ambroin 
apparently is not suitable for small 
insulating rods such as those of about 
$ in. diameter, because it is a material 
which is moulded to shape, and bas 
the drawback that it is almost im- 
possible to machine. It will serve for 
50-ampere switches and upwards. 
For the two smaller sizes use a piece 
of & vulcanite rod with screwed ends 
passing through the castings, which 
are embraced by vulcanite flanges. 
Beginning with the 50-ampere size, 
there should be made a complete 
drawing showing tbe general. arrangement and details 
for a double-pole switch; tracings are then prepared, 
having no numbers marked for the dimensions, but 
only blanks. From the tracings a number of blue prints are 
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obtained ; on the first the dimensions are all marked with 
small letters of the alphabet. A table is then made (see 
Table I.); this with the letter-marked print provides a 
ready means of comparison and reference for the sizes of all 
the switches. It will now only bé necessary to make general 
arrangement drawings of the other sizes of switches, and with 
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these and the 50-ampere standard suitable dimensions may be 
fixed for all sizes, after determining a few figures for certain 


parts according to the rules first. laid down for current 

density. MM | | 
Having completed Table I., when detail drawings are 

required for the purpose of making the parts of any switch 


of the seleeted ranges, a standard blank blue print is taken, | 2910 | 
| Ses, | ' p ue us made for the castings required, prints with only those 


and the series of figures needed filled in from this table of 


reference, The tracing is marked ** No scale," meaning 


that it is not necessarily to scale, but that the marked 


dimensions only must be used. Table II. shows a specimen 
of the daily time-sheet in use, and Table IH. illustrates the 
type of cost-sheet kept for each article in the office, and 
regularly filled up from Table II. until the article is 
completed. | ! 

The drawing shows the numbers of details required for 
one double-pole switch. The first portion of Table II., 
which is the time-sheet also, serves as a workshop order 
which may be served out to each person before closing time 
for the following day. It will be observed that every part 
of the switch has some capital letter assigned to it; the con- 
venience of this in using the tables will be recognised. For 


various purposes small articles of manufacture have to be 


identified from time to time, and this identification in some 
places is occasionally a matter of difficulty. Ұр the 
system here outlined everything made has a name, a letter, 
and a number, and is at once shown up by reference to the 


BETES 
а 


— 
D 
— 
w 


— 
ALETE 
BNEWEZERNEO 


{ 
Ё 
i 


drawing ; the letter and drawing number should be stamped 


on the article where practicable, which it is generally. A 


sheet, Table III., must be filled up for each detail; all are filed 
together belonging to one order number and then passed into 

‘the superior office where they are entered up on a sheet like 
Table IV. 

In the arrangement of the switch a rolling carbon -break 
i3 illustrated ; for the smaller sizes the carbon contacta may 
be made out of disused arc lamp carbons; they are sup- 
ported on phosphor bronze pins riveted over at tbe ends. 

No extra holes in the base are required, and a plain switch 
may have a carbon break added to it by merely changing the 
blade to one with a carbon-holder and slipping the other 
holder under the copper clip, the stud of which holds both 
of these. Above 200 amperes the bent clip form of copper 
contact cannot very well be used, as the thickness necessary 
to carry the current is so great as to prevent convenient 


bending, apart from the nnwisdom of leading heavy currents 


around the circuitous path of the U, it being inadvisable to 
^use strip more than } thick. 


In the larger sizes, therefore, 
a copper block like the switch block, 8, may be used, the top 
of the contact being, of course, square, not round, but having 
all corners bevelled and three saw cuts in each arm of the 
fork. | MP 

In the process of manufacture, after patterns have been 


dimensions marked which are needful for machining should 
be issued, and on the standard chart of dimensions mounted 
in the drawing office, it would be a good plan te mark those 
for machining in a different colour from those for pattern- 
making. In the switch illustrated the blade makes an angle 
of 60° with the base when open, and is then “dead,” 
being just clear of the contacts, In the table of dimensions 
the actual current densities at different parte of the switch 
are given. The limits laid down at first are slightly 
exceeded in certain parte, but in most places are not quite 
reached. The limit of 500 amperes per sq. in. of copper is 
probably liberal, but not more so than it should be in the case 


of switches, and 1,000 amperes per вд. in. is only reached at 
the bottom of the screw thread - of the studs. There are 
firms now making and selling switches that sometimes 
exceed the limite set forth, and at the same time use brass 
of an inferior quality instead of good copper. Current 
densities in switches are somewhat guess work, because few 
people will go to the trouble and expense of making heating 


tests of switchboards, while very seldom any weakness is 


manifested, because fall load is so rarely reached in the vast 
number of installations put down in recent years. 
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THE DESIGN OF DIRECT-CURRENT | 
MACHINERY. a 


By VAL. A. FYNN. . 


| | | | . ( Continued. from page 988.) . | 
‘WE now pass: on to. the consideration of the details of 
calculation of the magnetic circuit. The writer has been in 


‘the habit of using printed forms for this work, which, 


although they may at first sight seem rather elaborate, have 
proved of the greatest use. It well repays the small trouble 
involved to obtain, once at least, the full picture of the con- 
ditions in every part of the machine. The possibility of 
subsequent adaptations to altered conditions can then be 
surely and quickly estimated by reference to this original 
calculation, | Е | | 
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Dee or Drascr Cn er Масиитэт. 


Type of Machine. 
, Drawing reference 


5 | | Fa whom 1 | 
! Magnetic Circuit. 
Ma А ) 
Armatere coter diam 4, 


Mean коф of tore 
Total number of turns 
Tota! length 


„ resistance + 59 - 
Raalstance per oiroalt - 
" between breshes - 


Volts lost ia armature 
Volts lost throngh breshes, eom. aod leads - 
Watts lost in оомат 
Weight + 10% 


| төй vote к «в 


Characteristics 
Volts = 
L, = 


„= 
L, e = S _ * — " а 


lou 


L, m 
1 2 


Total ampere turns per pole pair 
Fer pole 


We give herewith the specifications referred to, and will 
"leal with the various points in the sequence observed thereon, 
which closely corresponds to the order in which it is con- 
venient, to take them in practice. E ' 
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Armature Winding 
Notare of winding 
No. of Om. Sections 
Wires per Sict 
Мише оң 
© Würe guage зай inselaticn 
„ Diameter 
„ Sonica 
„ lend 
Res. per 1000 R а 130 Р. 
Weight per 1000 N 
Projection of windings (pulley end) 


L| 
e 


Р 
= 
E 


Volta 
Stent. Width of Coll am - ean. 
Pereliel ыцы = x 11 - * 
Conical „ - x 11 - " 
Diam is mile — ve -J е 
Nearest wire gauge and insulation = 
Wire diameter = tails = we 
. „ - 9 = - 
» йа - niet «а аја? . 
„ Led. = ep par aja’ — ap nw 
Res. per 1000 R м 130° P. - = 
Weight per 1000 N. = — 
Paralisi Сей. No. of het - 
» „„ Таңдын | - 
„ „ Total шы — 
* „ Mea length of tate - 
> „ Tota) length 
— „ Total Resistance . X = 
Conkal „ No of layere = 
" „ Tieres per layer = 
^ „ Тоде! wras - 
š „ Меш length of ters - : 
„ Tan e = 
Ф „ Тош! Resistance +.....% = 
Taree per арос аа!) - 
Resistaace +.....% per spool (total) a 
Amperes flowing E 
„  tequired еш 
(мез) Waste lost per spool | = 
(Di) - 
Тош watte lost - 
Weighs per spool + 10% - 
Total Weight + 10% - 
Baia 
Awperes flowing - 
Ampere torne required ` = 
No. of taras per spool (amfer) · = 
Space for main taras - 
Wire gouge, dimensions , «а 


The predetermination of the “ air section ” and the length 
of the air path is obviously of the greatest importance, 
since on the value of these two items depends the 


number of ampere- turns required for the whole oironit. 
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Tasnintion 

Wire sation 

Wire ood 

No. of layers 

Таг per layer (алаш) 

No. ia parallel 

Res, par 1000 fest at 198° P 
Weight per 1000 fore 

Mea length of tarn 
Length per spool 


e 8 3 8 a згч: 


The conditions are in reality во complicated that it 


becomes impossible to fully cover all cases by absolutely cor- - 


rect formule of a nature allowing of every day use, and it 
is necessary in order to arrive at expressions which can be 
easily handled to deal with all secondary effects by means of 
allowances and the use of a little judgment.. 

For some years it has been the writer's practice to make 
nsd of certain empirical formule, based on careful MS 


Ры. 17. 


retical considerations, and to follow the few rules stated here- 
after in order to arrive quickly at a reliable result. He bas 
forind this method to meet all cases witb sufficient accuracy. 

It is convenient to set out, as shown in fig. 17, prefer- 
ably on as large в scale as possible, the outline of the 
magnetic circuit showing the slots in their two extreme 
positions under one pole. The extreme positions are, of 
coarse, obtained by assuming that the armature has moved 


through an xcd клы: to half the slot pitch ; one 


their natural sequence. to. the 
sent the mean paths of the useful leakage lines, which add 


Birmingham experimen 
эп! of the kind in existen 


Armature copper jess = Wates 
iren loss - е 
Total loss * 
Cecling eurtaces ваме eee = - 
inner a = E 
side faces a a Н 
Total cooling сатбыз ³ 
Commutster frietion losses =з Watts 
eontect realetanse losses = n 
Er S E E | 
Total losses — 
Cooling surfaces octeide peripheral аа : - 
inside = эв 
side face “= " І - 
| А Total cooling surface = 
Cooling surface por watt lost —— «Ф 
Faid collis loss per бой v 
Cooling surface: parallel dun = ꝗʒꝝZũM—ͤ— - 
conical эз «а M 
Sade 70 ат =, І 
Total cooling аніме = 
Cooling suríess per watt lost аш ee „= 


Eaclesive of bearing friction and ventilation losses. 
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position is shown under опе half of the pole face, the cde 
position under the other half. The slots near the pole tips 
are the only ones which need be fully drawn out, for the rest 
the indication of their centre line suffices. To. obtain a 
measure of the useful leakage field, we draw the radius. 
touching the pole tip, and from the point where it cuts the 
armature periphery, we carry lengths of one centimetre. to- 
within a short distance of the centre of the.interpolar space. 
The pole tip face is then divided into a corresponding: : 
number of equi-distant points, and these being connected їп. 

pointe on the armatare repre- 


to the air area to be taken into account. It is obvious that 
should one of these centimetre divisions fall оп the actual 
middle point of the interpolar space, it cannot be considered 
as adding to the useful air section, and no corresponding 


point should be chosen on the pole tip face. When no pole 


tip face exists, then the various paths are taken as radiating 
from the pole tip itself. 
Since these lines are supposed to represent the mean 


| lengths of the leakage lines entering the armature оп a sur-  . 


face extending half а centimetre on either side of them, it 
follows that in order to get at the actual number of slots 
under the pole we only consider the area equal to the polar . 
embrace pine one centimetre. In this way the number of 
slots under each pole is ascertained for the two extreme 


positions, and the mean taken for the calculation. 


З ce -be е) 


TESTING, TIRES ELECTRICALLY. 


лом the Palmer Tyre, Ltd., of 15, Martineau Street, Birmingham 
we have received a catalogue relating to their Palmercord motor tires 


A description is given of the apparatus employed for producing the ` 
new “airless cord” which is used in the construction of these tires. 


a accompanying шан: shows an apparatus used in | 
a which is different from 


are tested on a revolving drum, which is the usual 
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method, the curvature of the drum reverses the curvature of the 
fabric every time the wheel revolves, and the result is misleading. 

In order that the fabric of the tire may be merely flattened at 
the tread where it is distorted under load, the company runs two 
pneumatic-tired wheels together, both inflated to the same pressure. 
bd this means each tire forms the equivalent to a flat road for the 

er. | 
The wheel shown on the left-hand side of the illustration (which 
may be called No. 1) is pressed against the wheel shown on the right- 
band side by a lever carrying heavy weights, which are in the pit 
below the apparatus; this represents the load. The wheel shown 
on the right-hand side (No. 2) is во arranged that it may be tarned 
upon a horizontal line at right angles to its axle in such a manner 
that when so turned it revolves 
in a different plane from wheel 
No. 1. In order to keep No. 2 
wheel steady, its support is 
attached to a heavy pendulum 
weighing upwards of 2 tons, 
which may be seen in the pit 
below the apparatus. 

If this pendulum is caused to 
rock to and fro while the wheels 
are revolving, the strains which 
are set up in the fabric of the 
tires are similar in character to 
those which take place in the 
fabric of motor-car tires when 
driven rapidly round curves vary- 
i directi 


ing in on. 
o 50-и р. electric motors are 
employed, both of which may be 
used either аз a motor or аз а 
dynamo, Assuming that No. 1 
wheel is driven by No. 1 motor, 
and that No. 2 motor is discon- 
nected, the ap is then 
running light, and if the pendu- 
lum is stationary in a vertical 
tion, the conditions are then 
similar to thoee of tires on а 
loaded car running on a level 
road, No. 1 being the driving 
and No. 2 tbe front wheel. 

It No. 2 motor is connected as 
a dynamo, then the conditions at 
No. 1 wheel are similar to a loaded 
car going up a very steep hill, 
and the conditione at No. 2 wheel are like those of a loaded car 
going down a very steep hill with the brakes fully on. 

The switchboard instruments show at a glance how much electrical 
horse-power is supplied to motor No. 1, and also how much is given 
out by motor No. 2 being run as a dynamo; and by making allow- 
ance for friction of the apparatus, an approximate estimate may be 
obtained of the power absorbed by the tires, which is very useful in 
comparing different makes. А series of jets of air directed on to 
the surface of the tires make the conditions similar to those of а 
motor-car travelling in the open air. 

The number of tests which may be made by this apparatus is 
almost unlimited. 

By switching the electric current from No. 1 motor to No. 2, the 
whole of the conditions may be reversed, во that the operator can 
test botb tires for a given time under all conditions. The strains 
which the fabric of the tire may be subjected to by this apparatus 
are incomparably greater tban could possibly be given to the tires 
under road tests, and this is done without risk to lifeor limb. Ifa 
tire is not torn off its rim when running at high speed on this 
apparatus with the pendulam moving, it may be safely assumed 
that it will never come off its rim in ordinary use. 

Apart from this explanation of the method of testing the tires, 
the catalogue will appeal to all who are interested in the motor-car 
industries because of tbe description of the tire, and ite construction 
which is contained therein. | 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


THE CITY AND SOUTH LONDON RAILWAY: WORKING 
RESULTS OF THE THREE-WIRE SYSTEM APPLIED TO 
TRACTION, &c. 


By PETER VaLENTINE McVMAHON, Member. 
(Abstract of Paper read Dre: mber 17th, 1903.) 


Tuts line, the pioneer of deep-level railways and of heavy electric 
traction, was opened for trafüó on December 18th, 1890, with ter- 
minal stations at Stockwell and King William Street, City, with a 
total length of 34 miles. The power house at Stockwell contained 
three vertical compound engines driving, by link-belts and jockey- 
pulleys, three Edison-Hopkioson generators having an output of 
400 amperes at 500 volts. A fourth engine and generator were 
added shortly after the opening and, later, a high-speed Willans- 
Siemens set was put down, which was also the first direct-coupled 
engine and generator to be used for traction purposes in the United 
Kingdom. Steam was supplied by eight Lancashire boilers, fed by 
Vicars mechanical stokers and working at 140 lb3. pressure. In the 
first year of working 5,261,398 passengers were carried. ; 
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With the бен жорт gained in the nine years’ working of the rail- 
т from Stockwell to King William Street, when the question of 
additional power for the extensions of the line to Clapham Common 
and Moorgate Street and the later extension to Islington were con- 
sidered, it was decided to build a new generating station and to 
convert the old one into a repair and tool shop. It was also found 
that to meet the growing traffic it would be necessary to run four- 
coach instead of three-coach trains as in the past. The lifts on the 
кушуна ке worked by Re sda mains from Stockwell. But the 
problem of trausmitting the necessary hydraulic power to Islington 
involved a radical alteration in the hydraulic blank: and raga 
decided to use electric lifts on the extension. 

With the increased length of line, quicker service, and heavie, 
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trains, and with the lifts worked electrically, it was clear that the 
plain two-wire distribution at 500 volts continuous-current would 
not meet the case from the point of view either of economy or of 
the Board of Trade regulations, and it was decided to adopt the 
continuous-current three-wire system with the rails as the middle 
wire. . 

The new generating station* was built on a piece of land adjoin- 
ing the old boiler bouse at Stockwell. | 

The boiler house contains 12 Economic boilers built by Mesers. 
Davey, Paxman & Co., of Colchester, the rated evaporative duty of 
each boiler being 8,000 lbe of steam per hour; and two almost 
similar boilers by Mesars. Taylor & Sons. The mechanical stokers 
are of the well-known Vicars type. 

Steam is taken from the range of boilers by a duplicate system 
of steam pipes; both pipes are always in use, sud thue in case of 
acsident it is only necessary to shut down the defective main, and 
no time is lost in heating up a cold main. This arrangement 
exposes more surface, but the amount of steam piping is reduced to 
a minimum, and the pipes are smaller. 

In the engine house, at present, seven direct-connected sets are 
installed, varying in output from 125 to 800 kw. With large 
Corliss engines the sets might have been larger, but with a generator 
running at 1,000 volts across the outers, a permanent short-circuit 
on one side of the system could raise the pressure on the other side 
to 1,000 volts. For this reason, primarily, it was decided to adopt 
the method of two 500-volt generators with the middle t con- 
nected to the running raile. Further, this method and the sub- 
station reducers allow all the advantages of a 2,000-volt continuous- 
current distribution in which no commutator has more than 500 
volts maximum across its brushes. 

The units are divided up as follows:—Two Willans ines 
direct-connected to 125-Kw. generators; two 3-R  Willans 
engines coupled to 300-kw. E. O. O. generators; two 800-xw. 
E.C.C. generators direct-coupled to Corliss engines made by 
Messrs. Cole, Marchent & Morley, of Bradford; and a Ferranti- 
E. C. C. direct-connected set of 400-xw. capacity. Experience 
showed that there was a decided economy in steam consumption in 
favour of the Corliss engines, but the Ferranti engine seemed to 
combine the advantages of the Corliss in the matter of valve-gear 
and steam-consumption, with the low ‚cost and; small space of a 
Willans direct-coupled set. | 

With the exception of the Siemens generator which was removed 
from the old station, all the new machines are multipolar, and made 
by the Electric Construction Oo., of Wolverhampton. | 

The old Edison-Hopkinson generators, which originally supplied 
current for the railway, were removed to the new station and 
coupled up as motor-generators. 

A double booster was ingtalled to compensate for the voltage drop 
in the Kennington feeders, but, except in cases of very heavy loads, 


* A fully-illustrated description of the new station was published 
in our issue of September 7th, 1900, pp. 381—389. —Eipe. 
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ч |  - is found that the voltage on the line is so steady, that the booster forniera 50 Wilh only Sale the ӨЫ: NSN Nes the cable 
ч is not run continually. : drop compensated for. - 
i All the ыйл. into а cast-iron main 32 іп. in diameter, In the old days the steadiness of the light in the carriages was 
“| =  — fitted with an automatic relief valve. The condenser is of the far from , and this was due in a great — to the bad 
"Do 0 "surface" type, with Edwards steam-driven air-pumps and two governing of the main engines and to the drop in the cables and 
‘| eentrifagal circulating pumps. small working conductor. When designing the new plant great 
зе Жы. г | STE stress was laid upon having an absolutely steady voltage on the 


: Е 1 working conductor under all ecce of d In the ue place, 
лаган 05 | | very close governing of the was i id upon, an . 
— Lrg ЖА? — s { nately obtained, ав sla by the recording voltmeter charte on the 
= — xe. ^ i T 6 мук урт switchboard. = Fig. 2 shows that the voltage is absolutely steady 


p under all conditions of load. 


2 н ч SONALE 
3 l | 
ei Fic. 2.—Вов-влв VorTS, 8—10.30 а.м. AND 2—4 P.M. 
; t n . 
E E ` The first feeding point chosen was Stockwell, where the voltage 


{ drop between the working conductor aud the switchboard was 
sn practically nil. The next point is Kennington, 131 miles from 
3 ) Stockwell. 

à The above eub-station, 277 miles from Stockwell, forms the t 
feeding point, and the Angel sub-station, 5:12 miles from Stock well, 
is the fourth. "This feeding point at the extreme end was chosen 
as a farther extension to Euston is under contemplation. · 


9 XC | n : D. ; generator panels, each machine having a separate panel. The bus- 
X =! GENER bars run along the entire length of the board, the top bus-bar being 
$ А | ent, connected with the “up tunnel,” the bottom with the ' down 

- common ` tunnel,“ and the middle bar with the running rails. Either gene- 

j | rator can be connected to ће “пр” or down“ side of the systam, 
es | but the switches are interlocked so that it is impossible to connect 
FI. 1.—Diacram or System, LIFT AND'LiGHTING CABLES any one machine with both “up” and "down" sides at one time. 
8 OMITTED. Each feeder panel contains the up and down feeders, as in the case. 
of the generator. The first feeder panel being that of the Stockwell 

feeder, both up and down contain an ammeter, automatic circuit- 

breaker, and a knife switch, the latter being required as the 

There are two cooling towers, the larger one a Klein tower, the circuit-breaker does not entirely break the circuit, but, when a short 


NUN С M 


|: 


ther d by Mr. Druitt Halpin. With the exception of the circuit occurs, throws in a resistance which limits the current to the 
_ latter, the whole of the condensing plant and piping was supplied maximum load for which the feeder is designed. This method of 
- — Бу Messrs. Cole, Marchent & Morley, Bradford. ^ throwing in а resistance instead of breaking the circuit has many 


— The three-wire system, with the arrangement of 2,000-volt dis- advantages; it saves the switch contacts, allows the switchboard. 
tribution to the sub-station, in reality is a sort of five-wire system. attendant to gee whether the "short" is removed before replacing 
The old line from Stockwell to King William Street, a distance the automatic circuit-breaker, and also leaves the current on the 
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Fic. 3.—D1:AGBAM OF WORKING CONDUCTOR, SHOWING SEOTION SWITCHES AND FUSES, 


_ System for nine years, but with the extension to the Angel, coupled reach the next station at low voltage. The train lights arejprevented 
with a quicker service and heavier trains, it was necessary to from going out completely, which, from the passengers’ point of 
- abandon this method of distribution with all its simplicity. view, is very important. All the circuit-b ers, both generator 
— Before coming toa decision in the matter, all possible systems and feeder, with the exception of the high-tension feeders, are 
Were considered, and it eeemed to the author that the three-wire similarly arranged. The Kennington feeder panel has, in addition, 


‚зщ with accumulator :ub-stations would tatisfactorily meet the a starting resistance for the booster, and change-over switches, so 
ea After a couple of years’ experience with this system it can that the feederscan be used with or without the booster, as required. 
: fairly be said that the City and South London Railway is a success- The following panels contain the starting and switching gear for the 


- ful example of continuous current distribution at high voltage. motor side of the motor-generators which are used for supplying 
©; The diagram, fig. 1, shows the system in its simplest form. The current to the sub-stations, and the last panel contains an automatic 
up and down working conductors with the running rails as the circuit-breaker without resistance, which separates the high and 
middle-wire form the three-wire system pure and simple, the low tension switchboards in case of a heavy short-circuit. On the 

Т 800-volt generators being on either side of the system. To supply same panel switches are arranged &o that the motor-side of either 
Ce. the sub- station another generator, either steam or motor-driven, motor- generator can be fed from both sides of the system as 
adds an additional 500 volts to an additional set of high-tension required. In the ordinary way it is usual for the generator supply- 
Eel bus-bars from which the two sub-stations are fed at 1,000 volts ing the " up" high-tension bus-bars to take current for its motor 
а се above the rail potential, or 2,000 volts across the outers, The pres- from the down ” low-tension bus-bars, and the down“ generators 
E- аше is reduced at the sub-station by special E. OC. O. reducing trans- motor receives current from the up” lo nsion bus . This 


| I x | Digitized by осе 


On the left-hand side of the main switch are arranged the — — 


of 3 miles 12 chains, was successfully worked on the two-wire working conductor, so that in most cases the locomotive is able to 
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arrangement is adopted to assist in balancing, but it is sometimes 
convenient to feed both motors from the same side, shonld there be 
а large generator working on one side and a smaller one on the 
other. 


In addition to using motor-generators for the high-tension - 


service, it is possible to use either of the 125 or 300-xw. sets, 
singly or in parallel. . The first pauel of the bigh-tension board 
contains the necessary paralleling switch-gear for thé above purpose, 
and the next two panels contain the feeders for London Bridge and 
tke Angel sub-stations respectively. All feeders are protected with 
automatic circuit-breakers and main switches ^ ^" 

A separate board on the extreme left of the main board contains 
the switch-gear for the light and lift cables in connection with a 
battery on the Highfield system. | 

All the cables with the exception of the Kennington feeders, 
which consist of the original Fowler-Waring cables, re-laid, are of 
the well-known Callender make. 

The Stockwell feeders are two 0°32 sq. in. lead-sheathed and com- 
pounded cables in parallel for both “ ор” and down sides. The 
Kennington feeders, as already stated, are tbe old 0°32 sq. in. 
cables. re-laid, two in parallel, foreach side of the system. In the 
London Bridge sub- station four bigh-tension, lead-covered and 
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armoured cables! 0:35 sq. inaro [used—two in each tunnel, or one 
cable for each reducer. The Angel sub-station feeders are similar 
to the above, but only two are at present installed, provision being 
made for a second set when required. 

The diagram fig. 3 of line connections sbows the method 
of dividing the working conductor into sections. At each 
station there is a switch fuse, and at Stockwell, Kennington, 
London Bridge and the Angel, the feeders аге connected to the 
working conductor through a double switch fuse. At the sidings 
additional switches are provided for breaking the working con- 
ductor into smaller sections, for repairs to carriages, &c, Diagram 
fig. 4 gives the connections atthe generating station. 


(To be continued.) 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1903. 


Ы 


Compiled өр for this journal by W. P. Тномрвок & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 322, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries ehould be addressed. 


26,687. Improvements in electric lamps for motor-cars and vehicles." R. 
Lez. December 7th. 

96,773. "Improved arc р, with convergent downwardly directed carbons.” 
T. L. CARBONE. December 7 (Complete.) 

96,788. ''Im myer in electrically operated railway switches." C. W. 
BREEDLOVE and R. R. Grant. December 7th. (Complete.) 

26,788. Improvements in electric motors of the induction type." F. M. 
Lewis. December7th. 

26,808. “ 1 relating to telegraph poles and the like.“ W. L. 
BuLLows. December 8t 

26, 827. Improved ig motor for the generation of electricity, and for otber 
purposes." D. Burne and J. M. FLemina. December 8th. 


- 26,842. "Improvements in electric automatic cut-outs or switches.“ CROMPTON 
AND Co., Ltp., and A. J. Hopasox. December 8th 

26,843. ©“ Improvements in aro lamp suspension apparatus.“ 
Co., Lrp., and A. J. Hopcson. Deoember 8th. 

26.848. Telephone systems." W. FAIRWEATHER. (The Stromberg Carlson 
Telephone Manufacturing Co., United States.) December Rth, (Complete.) 

26,849. '' Telephone systems." W. FAIRWEATHER. (The Stromberg Carlson 
Telephone Manufacturing Co., United Sates.) December 8th, 


CROMPTON AND 


"NW. Farm- 
Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Co., United 
mpiete.) 


26,851. Improve 1 central exchange apparatus and oorneotion.“ 
WEATHER. (The 1 
States.) December 8th. . 


26,856. 5 in and relating td electrio circuit-breaker mechan- 
ism." CROMPTON & Co., LTD., and В. C. Harris. December 8th. 


26,857. Improvementa in electric arc lamps.” Crompton & Co., LTD., and 
A. J. Норавом. December 8th. 


26,8688. Telephonio recorder." 8. Rowe. December 8th. 


26,912. "Improvements in or connected with incandescent electric lampe.” 
G. Davis. December 9th. 


26,918. “ Telephone exchange systems." J. Swinscane and G. H. BaiLLi&. 
Decembe ber 9th. 


26,915. ‘Improvements in connection with wall sockets and switcbes for 
electric circuits." G. KE. FLETCHER. December 9th. 


26,916. Improvements in means for advertising on electiic tramcars and 
other eléotrio vehicles." A. E. WaLkpEs. December 9th. 


26,922. '' Improvements in connection with the laying of electric cables and 
the like.” W. M. Rogerson. Deoember 9th. 


26,985. ‘An electrical oontroller." D. E. Evans. December 9th. 


26,947. ‘Improvements in automatic electric street indicators for сагв." 
F. H. WEHRMANN. December eh. (Complete.) 


26,954. “A mechanical device applied to the cars or cages of electrically- 
driven lifts and belt-driven lifts.“ A.C. Morrarr. December 9th. 


26,961. *“ Improvements in switching mechanism for double filament electric 
lamps." J. McCuLLovaH. December 9th. (Date applied for under Patents 
Aot, 1901, December J0th, 1902, being date of арр! ation in United States. 
(Complete.) 

H. 


26,965. “ сов improved clutch for electric aro lamps.“ 


December 
26,967. “ Blectric switch.” A. E. WEDELIN. December 9tb. 
e іп dynamo-electric machines.“ 


B. Swirr. 


27,082. 
December 

27,088. ‘‘ Improvements in sand valve, gear, and tramp for use on electrio 
cars." H. LIDDLE. December 10tb, 

27,118. "Improvements in the collector pulleys of overhead electric railways.’ 
R. BosTocx. mber llth. 

N, 181. Improvements in or in connection with trolley poles used on electric 
tramcars and similar vehicles." J. W. Wikinson. December Iich. 
(Complete.) 

27,158. ‘*Controlling apparatus for electric signalling devices.“ 3. Jj 
MITSCHERLING. December llth. (Complete.) 

27,171. “ Improvements in or relating to the methods of insulating electrical 
coils, conductors and the like.” H.Cuirry. December lith. 

27,189. "Improvements in means for controlling the voltage from an electric 
generator." І. Dorsch December llth. (Complete.) 

- 27,196. ''Improvemente in eleotrio switches." C. E. Hctxrer. December 
1lth. (Complete.) 

27,949. “ 1 in a 


similarly treating oxygen and 
P. GancrTI вод C. R. POMPILI. 


Н. Currrr 


tus for collecting, separating, drying, or 
ydrogen generated by electrolysis of water.” 
December 12th. 


27,205. "Improvements in and relating to telegraph and like cables." Siz 
O. J. горо and A. R. HARDIE. December 12th. 
97,288. ‘Improvements in and connected with counters for electric 


current meters, gas meters, water meters and the like." Е. BIERMAWN. 
December 19th. 


71,178. ‘Connector for eleotrio circuits" "W.H.Kxrszy. Deoember IIth. 


21,287. "Improved means applicable for use in suspending electroliers." 
L. Міне. December 12th 


———— RÀ 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. 
Thompson & Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post 
Íree, 9d. (in stamps). 


1802. 
ELECTRIC APPARATUS FOR CONTROLLING THE TRAFFIC ON 
Prochaska. 15,218. July 8th. 


REGULATING THE CONSUMPTION OF CURRENT BY ELECTROMETERS. 
Bros. & Co, Ltd. (Siemens & Halske Actien-Geselischaft.) 
September 22nd. 


ELECTRIC Arc Lamp. Jandus Aro Lamp and Electrio Co.. Lå., and A. D. 
Jones. 21,846. October lat. 


PERFORATING TELEGRAPHIC ТАРЕ. F. G. Creed. 31,479. October 2nd. 


TELEGRAPHIC RECORDING APPARATUS. J. T. Armstrong and A. Orling. 21,706. 
October 6th. 


ELECTRIC ACCUMULATORS. P. Schmitt and C. Fabre. 21,901. October Sth. 
CONDUITS FOR ELECTRIC CaBLES. J. H. Sutton and L. Gregson. 22,067. 


October 10th. 
Sarery Fuses ron ELkcrRICc Leaps. Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. Siemens and 
22,106. October 10th. 


Halske Actien-Gesellschaft.) 
BockETS ror ВАЕЕТҮ Fuses FoR ELECTRIC Leaps. Siemems Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
(Biemens & Halske Actien-Gesellschaft.) 22,107. October 10th. 


EL&cTRICAL Barery Fuses. Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. (Siemens & Halske 
Actien-Gesellschaft.) 22,108. October lith. 


ELECTRIC SIGNALLING APPARATUS, A. Chiesa. 22,140. October lith. 
TrLEPHONE Carr Boxes. R. Hall. 22,162. October llth. 


APPARATUS For INDICATING THE PnREsENCE oF LEAKS ON ELECTRIC CIRCUITR. 
. J. Bott. 22,816. October 14th. 


APPARATUS FOR LOCATING Breaks AND GROUNDS IN ELECTRIC Crrcrita, OR 
FOR COMPARING THE RESISTANCES OF ONE CIRCUIT WITH THAT OF ANOTHER, 
M. J. Myers. 22,852. October 14th. 


SIGNAL Devices FoR TELEPHONE Systems. E. P. Baird. 93,391. October 94th. 

ELECTRICAL BILLIARD MARKER AND INDICATOR. J. Malam. 28,844. October 27th. 

Lire GvanpS ron THE PROTECTION OF PASSENGERS FROM BROKEN TROLLEY 
Wires on Tram Cans. D. Teers. . 

SHUNTING SWITCH FOR PROTECTING THE SHUNT Coils AND Слввох HOLDERS 
оғ Anc Lamps. A. Eekstein and A. E. Angold. 29,004. October Sth. 
APPARATUS Fon Composite SYSTEMS OF SIMULTANEOUR TRELFGBAPRY AND 

TELEPHONY. J. M. Fell. 28,797. October Bist. . 
SUPPORTE a OVERHEAD Exvectric Wires. T. B. Bentley. 28,938. Novem- 
ber 3rd. ? 


RAILWAYS. F 


Siemens 
20 615. 


SURFACE Contact STRUCTURES For Exvecreic RAILWA Va. E. A. Carolan. 
(General Electric Co.) 24,102. 
Testing Evectric Crrrents. C. Oliver. 24,581. November Sth. 


APPLYING ELECTRICITY To А Human Bony. J. W. Gibbs. 22,657. October 18th. 

Ice Scrarens Fon ELECTRIC RAILWAY8 AND THY Like. E. A. Carolan. (General 
Electric Co.) 24,704. November lith. 

Contact CLAMPS ror ELECTRIC Conpuctors. E. A. Carolan. (General Eleotrio 
Co.) 24,705. November llth. 

ALTERNATING CURRENT ELECTRIC Motors, 
Со.) 24,712, November 12th, 


E. A. Carolan. (General Elec 
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